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LEMINGSWAY STORES
A convenient spot for 

total shopping
Location:

Leventis Close,
Central Area District, Abuja.

Tel: 09- 5239020

Britain resolves to retrieve 
Nigeria’s looted funds

The British government 
is now ready to assist 
N igeria  in the 

recovery of its looted funds 
stashed in British banks, 
Nigeria’s High Commissioner 
to the U nited  K ingdom , 
Prince Bola Ajibola, has said.

The British government 
action  fo llow s in tensive 
p ressu re  from  its 
parliam entarians who are 
said to be “deeply disturbed 
and worried” about the loot.

Also, he said Britain’s 
change of mind was because 
Nigeria has complied with 
B rita in ’s dem and for 
ce rtifica tes  and other 
relevant papers.

Speaking at a luncheon 
he hosted for selected media 
representatives in London 
during the week, the High 
Commissioner said that Brit­
ain had expressed its pre­
paredness to freeze the ac­
counts in which such funds 
had been stashed if Nigeria 
could provide certain infor­
mation.

He explained that Britain 
had demanded for certifi­
cates and copies o f a ques­
tionnaire forwarded to the 
lawyer representing the Ni­
gerian government.

Ajibola stated that some 
members of the British par­
liament were “deeply dis­
turbed and worried,’’ about 
the issue o f  the looted 
money, stressing the MPs 
eagerness to assist Nigeria in 
resolving its economic prob­
lems.

He disclosed that a total 
o f 13 billion pounds of the 
stolen money had been con-' 
firmed to be deposited in 42 
accounts in 25 London banks 
out of which 15 were yet to 
tighten their anti-laundering 
controls.

The High Commissioner 
stressed that the action ex­
pected to be taken by the 
British government would 
sent a clear signal to the loot­
ers on its emerging stance on 
looted funds, while the per­
petrators would be discour­
aged from stealing public 
money.

He emphasised that with­
out the cooperation of Brit­
ain, it would be very difficult 

contd. on pg 2

The Senate yesterday 
resolved to probe the 
mass importation o f 

petroleum products into the 
country from 1995 to date.

Passing a motion to this 
effect yesterday, the upper 
house resolved to set up an 
ad-hoc committee to unravel

o f adulterated pipeline prod­
ucts into the country within 
the period.

The motion was spon­
sored by Senator A rthur 
Nzeribe, who said the impor­
tation o f the product was a
clear case of economic sabo- 

those behind the importation tage.

Moving his motion for the 
probe, Nzeribe invoked Sen­
ate rule 103 and sections 88 
and 89 o f the 1999 constitu­
tion.

Arguing for the speedy 
passage o f  the m otion , 
N zeribe said “ some time 
within the period aforemen­
tioned, the country was de-

NASS wades into FG, ASUU stand-off
The National Assembly 

has moved to end the 
face off between the 

Federal G overnm ent and 
university lecturers, which 
has resulted in the current 
industria l action  by the 
Academic S taff Union o f 
Universities (ASUU).

M em bers o f  the jo in t 
committees on education of 
both the Senate and the 
House o f Representatives 
rose from a meeting with 
representaitves o f ASUU,

By R eu b en  Y unana

Federal M in istry  o f  
Education and the National 
U niversities Com m ission 
yesterday  w ith a call on 
ASUU to suspend  its 
ongoing strike.

The m eeting  had in 
attendance, chairman, Senate 
Committee on Education, 
Senator A lex K adiri, his 
counterpart in the House of 
Representatives, Dr. Shehu 
Garba M atazu, a Federal 
G overnm ent nego tia ting

team led by Professor Ayo 
B anjo and A lhaji Sule 

contd. on pg 2

liberately and systematically, 
with fraudulent and murder­
ous design inundated with 
adulterated petroleum prod­
ucts which apart from pos­
ing health hazards, caused a 
lot of physical damage to the 
economy.”

Describing the act as an 
econom ic sabotage, the 
Senator stressed that it had 
resulted in the loss o f many 
lives through kerosene ex­
plosions and accidents. 

A ccording to him, the

matter was more urgent now 
as the Federal Government 
appears determined to de­
regulate  the dow nstream  
sector o f the petroleum in­
dustry which needs stringent 
guidelines for the liberalised 
market.

The findings o f the ad- 
hoc com m ittee , N zeribe 
pointed out, “should be o f 
immense importance in for­
m ulating such guidelines 
whose major objective will be 
to ensure that all imported 

contd. on pg 2

Naira devalued 4.5%
The Nigerian Central Bank said yesterday it had devalued 

the Naira currency to 115.7 against the US dollar from 
110.7 at the beginning o f the week and analysts 

predicted the downward adjustment would continue after the 
4.5 percent fall.

The Central Bank made its second adjustment this week 
during trading on Tuesday when massive demand for foreign 
exchange continued to surge on its interbank foreign market 
(IFEM), bringing the week’s total to 254 million dollars after 
two days.

On Monday, the value was lowered to 112.7 against the 
dollar from 110.7 on Friday.

“Bank’s demand for hard currency at the IFEM in the last 
two days totalled 254 million dollars, 69 million dollars above 
the average o f 185 million dollars weekly projection for the 
market,” Central Bank spokesman, Tony Ede told newsmen in 
Abuja yesterday.

Banks and industry analysts attributed the huge forex 
demand to a sudden release ofN158 billion in central govern­
ment revenue allocations to state governments and corpora­
tions last Friday.

But they added that the root cause o f the Naira’s problem 
was a major shift o f policy which allowed state governments 
and corporations to bank with commercial banks rather than 
with the Central Bank. This had led to periodic liquidity prob­
lems the Central Bank had difficulty controlling.

Ken Oiji, head of treasury at NBM bank, said the gap 
between the official rate o f N 115.7 to the dollar and the black 
market rate o f 135 naira to the dollar has caused a resurgence 
o f round tripping, where speculators buy foreign currency at 
the lower official market rate and then sell on the black market 
for a profit.

“The problem with the naira is mainly that o f speculations
contd. on pg 2

L-R: President OlusegunObasanjo, Alhaji Sule Lamido, Minister o f  Foreign Affairs and President 
Tanja Momadou o f  Niger Republic at the Extra-Ordinary Summit o f  ECOWAS Heads o f  State and 
Government in Abuja... yesterday Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

ECOWAS moves to enforce sanctions on Liberia

H eads o f State and 
Government o f the 
E c o n o m i c  

Community o f West African 
States (ECOWAS) rose from

B y  Su leim an  M oham m ed

an extra-ordinary meeting 
yesterday and resolved to 
enforce the UN sanctions on 
Liberia.

FG restructures Calabar export zone
s parts o f efforts to

A a ttrac t fo reign  in 
vesto rs into the 
country, the Federal Govern­

ment has approved the re­
structuring o f  the Calabar 
Export Processing Zone to an 
Export Free Trade Zone.

B riefing  S tate H ouse 
correspondents at the end of 
the F ederal E xecutive 
C ouncil (FEC ) m eeting 
yesterday , M in ister o f  
T ransport, C h ie f Ojo

| By Su leim an  M oham m ed |

Maduekwe said the measure 
includes the upgrading of the 
Calabar airport and sea port 
as w ell as p rov isions o f  
necessary infrastructure to 
provide a conducive enviro­
nment for investors.

He said  a techn ica l 
committee comprising the 
m inistries o f  Com m erce, 
Aviation, Finance, Trans­
port, Works, Power and Steel 

contd. on pg 2

C onsequently , the 
organisation set up a six- 
number committee to imple­
m ent the sanctions on 
Liberia.

The move according to 
ECOWAS sources is to con­
tain the frequent crisis among 
countries in Mono River re­
gion.

Th^ECOWAS mediation 
and Security Council Mis­
sion on Liberia comprising 
Mali, Togo and ECOWAS 
executive secretariat will de­
part for Liberia on April 18, 
*2001, to work in close col­
laboration with the United 
Nations team on the crisis in
that region.

v contd. on pg 2
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station
The first private radio 

sta tio n  in the 
northern part o f  the 

coun try  has em erged  in 
Kaduna.

The station, an FM wave 
band with the air identifica­
tion o f  Jakada  R adio, is 
owned by Safir Communica­
tions Ltd.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the station is equipped with 
ten  k ilo w atts  so lid  sta te  
transmitters, the first o f  its 
type in Nigeria. It was also 
gathered that it would be the 
first rad io  station  in A frica to  
start web-casting.

The transmitters, it was 
further gathered, have digi­
tal signal processor and di­
rect digital synthesis (DDS). 
The transmitters also have

From  D are O yew ole,
Kaduna

compact disk (CD) quality 
technology with high signal 
to noise ratio.

Conducting Daily Trust 
round the radio station in 
Kaduna yesterday, a televi­
sion broadcasting veteran, 
Ambassador Yusuf Mamman 
said apart from the radio sta­
tion, there are also plans to 
add a cable television and a 
weekly news magazine called 
Jakada and a Hausa weekly 
newspaper, Jakadia.

“We call it Africa’s first 
FM owned and run by pro­
fessionals,” Mamman said 
assu ring  th a t the  sta tion  
would be on air early next

month.
The former national chair­

man o f Alliance for Democ­
racy (AD) said the station 
w ould  cover about eight 
s ta tes o f  the federa tion . 
T hese inc lude  K aduna, 
N iger, P la teau , K ano, 
K atsina , N asaraw a and 
Zam fara States as well as 
FCT.

A ccording to him, the 
second phase o f the project 
would commence operation 
before the end of the year and 
that it would be beamed to 
serve the peop le  o f  the 
no rth -eastern  part o f  the 
country.

“Our motive is to carry the 
people o f  the north in par­
ticular, and the country in

ECOWAS contd. from pg 1
However, in order to facilitate also set up a mediation com-
the process o f encouraging 
dialogue, the sum m it d i­
rected the Liberian president, 
Charles Taylor who was at 
the meeting, to immediately 
recall the Guinean and Sierra 
Leonean envoys he earlier 
expelled from Monrovia.

A communique issued at 
the end o f the mini-summit 
attended by the presidents of 
eight West African countries 
as well as the Deputy ̂ Secre­
tary -G en era l o f  the 
O rg an isa tion  o f  A frican  
Unity (OAU), and UN Spe­
cial R ep resen ta tiv e , the 
ECOWAS leaders expressed 
concern at the increasing ten­
sion , and use o f  arm ed 
groups in the Liberia-Sierra- 
Leonean and Guinean bor­
ders.

The ECOWAS leaders

mittee comprising Nigeria, 
Mali and Togo to encourage 
the process o f fresh dialogue 
“as a means o f rebuilding 
trust between the Heads o f 
States o f  countries in the 
Mano River region.”

The sum m it a lso  ap ­
pealed to the international 
community to provide assis­
tance to the region, and called 
on member states to consoli­
date peace and strengthen 
democracy, combat irregular 
armed groups, controllight 
weapons, solve the problem 
o f refugees and past conflict 
reconstruction and rehabili­
tation.

While re-affirming plans 
to send ECOMOG troops 
along the three borders, the 
summit further called on the 
U n ited  N ations S ecurity

Katagum, the M inister o f  
Education, his perm anent 
secre ta ry  and ASUU 
m em bers led by th e ir 
president. Dr. Dipo Fashina.

B rokering  the
reconciliation, the National 
Assembly called on ASUU 
to “suspend the strike action 
in the in te rest o f  the 
s tu d en ts , paren ts and 
education generally within 
Nigeria.”

In making the plea, the 
N ational A ssem bly team  
promised to prevail on the 
F ederal M in istry  o f  
Education to withdraw its

NASS contd. front pg 1
case at the  Ind u stria l 
Arbitration Panel (IAP) with 
immediate effect to pave way 
for purposeful negotiation.

The leg is la to rs  also  
pledged to re-examine the 
letters earlier sent to the Vice 
C hancellors in respect o f  
salaries and allowances o f 
academic staff as a result of 
the strike action with a view 
to withdrawing the circular.

They called on President 
Olusegun Obasanjo and the 
National Assembly to make 
adequate  b udge ta ry

Council to authorise and as­
s is t the dep loym ent o f  
ECOMOG forces along the 
borders inline with the man­
date given to the ECOWAS 
authority.

Naira
contd. from pg 1

and round tripping by some 
people who are taking advan­
tage of the wide gap that ex­
ist between the exchange rate 
at the official and export pro­
ceed markets,” Orji said.

He said the Central Bank 
was trying to close the wide 
gap between the exchange in 
the two markets to discour­
age rent seeking activities in 
the economy by speculators.

B ankers said  the ex ­
change rate at the export pro­
ceed market, where banks 
buy o ther ex porte rs , 
dropped to N 125 to a dollar 
yesterday from N 120 to one 
US dollar two days earlier.
p ro v is io n s in the 
supplem entary  budget to 
take care o f  the requirement 
in im plem enting  the 
agreement when signed.

On its part, the ASUU 
leaders have returned to brief 
th e ir  m em bers on the 
developments.

Speaking to Daily Trust 
yesterday, chairman Senate 
Com m ittee on Education, 
Senator Alex Kadiri said there 
was need for ASUU to shift 
ground as the financial impli­
cation o f their demands was 
too staggering.

pipeline products com ply 
with industrial technical and 
safety standards.”

He said since Nigerians 
would pay more for petro­
leum products, it is the duty 
o f legislators to protect the 
interest o f  consum ers ad­
equately.

Senate contd. from pg 1
Senator John Nwanunu how­
ever, proposed an extension 
o f  the period to cover 1995 
to date instead o f 1999 to 
1998 as proposed by Nzeribe.

Senate  su bsequen tly  
passed the m otion unani­
mously as amended.

Senate P resident Pius

Senate selection committee 
with a view to constituting 
the committee members.

Last year, the House o f 
R epresentatives passed a 
motion to probe the importa­
tion o f petroleum products 
into the country from May 29,

general into the modem in­
formation society,” he said 
adding  th a t the sta tio n  
would go in the best FM tra­
dition of entertainment, edu­
cation and enlightenment. He 
said it would give advertis­

ers best value for th e ir 
money.

Ambassador Yusuf com­
m ended the G eneral 
Abdulsalami Abubakar ad­
ministration for granting him 
licences which, he said, he

applied for ten years ago.
Daily Trust reliably gath­

ered that other members of 
the board include Col. Sani 
Bello (chairman) and the im­
mediate past director general 
o f  FRCN, A lhaji Ahm ed 
Abdulrahman Michika.

China releases air crew as US apologises
T he U nited  S tates 

ended  an 11-day 
c ris is  w ith C hina 

yesterday by saying it was 
“very sorry” a Chinese pilot 
died in collision with its spy 
plane and “very sorry” the 
U.S. plane landed in China 
without permission.

But despite not accept­
ing responsibility for the in­
cident as China had insisted, 
the US “double sorry ” won a 
promise that the spy plane’s 
24 crew detained on China’s 
Hainan island since the colli­
sion would be freed.

The apparent end to the 
diplomatic crisis came follow­
ing a letter by US Ambassa­
dor Joseph Prueher to Chi­
nese Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan yesterday.

D ip lom ats from  both  
sides had agonised for days 
over he exact wording o f the 
letter to make it mutually ac­
ceptable.

“ Both President Bush 
and Secretary of State Powell 
have expressed their sincere 
regret over your missing pi­
lot and aircraft,” the letter

read.
“Please convey to the 

Chinese people and to the 
family of pilot Wang Wei that 
we are very sorry for their 
loss. We are sorry the enter­
ing o f China’s airspace and 
the landing did not have ver­
bal clearance,” it added.

Prueher said later that 
Tang had given his assur­
ance the US air crew would 
be able to leave C hina 
promptly.

“As the US government 
has already said ‘very sorry’ 
to the Chinese people, the 
Chinese governm ent has, 
out o f humanitarian consid­
erations, decided to allow the 
crew members to leave China 
after completing the neces­
sary procedures,” the official 
Xinhua news agency quoted 
Tang as telling Pruecher.

US President George W. 
Bush reinforced the letter ex­
p ressin g  sorrow  fo r the 
death of fighter pilot Wang 
Wei, who parachuted into the 
South China Sea and is pre­
sumed dead.

“ I know the American

peoplejoin me in expressing 
sorrow for the loss o f  the 
Chinese pilot. Our prayers are 
with his wife and child,” he 
told reporters at the White 
House.

Prueher declined to say 
w hen the US crew  could 
leave, but the 21 men and 
th ree  w om en aboard  the 
crippled EP-3 spy plane when 
it made an emergency land­
ing on Hainan were expected 
to be flown out today.

US officials said a char­
tered passenger plane would 
fly from Guam to Hainan and 
take the US crew back to the 
Pacific Island, from where- 
they would head to Hawaii 
for debriefing.

The. US “very sorries” fell 
short o f  C h ina’s insistent 
dem ands that W ashington 
apologise for the mid-air col­
lision , w hich the U nited  
States refused to do, saying 
its plane was not responsible 
for the accident.

But they will allow the 
Chinese government to con­
vince an angry public that 
W ashington had  indeed  
done so.

for Nigeria to stamp out steal­
ing and money laundering by 
public officials, as according 
to him, most o f the culprits 
had landed property in Brit­
ain and regarded the coun­
try as their second home.

Britain contd. from pg 1
He solicited for the assis­

tance o f  other nations in Ni­
geria fight against corrup­
tion , A jibola saying that 
N igeria ’s current crusade 
against corruption should 
not be left in the hands o f the

country alone. He stressed 
that external support and co­
operation, especially from 
multi-national corporations, 
were required to achieve the 
desires goal.

and representatives o f  the 
Cross River State govern­
m ent had been set up to 
facilitate the restructuring 
and to  subm it p rogress 
reports every six months.

Similarly, the meeting ap­
proved the procurement o f an 
operational spare part for the 
waste water treatment plant 
at Warri refinery at the cost

FG contd. from pg 1
of $2.3 million.

The m in ister also an ­
nounced that a contract for 
the third phase dualisation of 
Ogbomoso-Ilorin road has 
been approved at N 12.7 bil­
lion, and awarded to Rice Ni­
geria  L im ited  w hile  the 
Okigwe-Afikpo road rehabili­
tation was awarded to Julius 
BergerNigeria Pic at N6.7 bil­

lion.
The m eeting also  ap ­

proved the payment o f N20 
m illion  com pensation  o f  
Mersrs D.U. Hawana Limited 
for the wrongful termination 
o f contract and forceful evic- 
tion  from  the M urta la  
M ohamed Airport, Lagos, 
by the Federal Airport Au­
thority o f Nigeria (FAAN) in 
1998.

PUBLIC NOTICE

SULTAN BELLO PRIM ARY SCHOOL
OLD PUPILS ASSOCIATION ‘

The above named school cordially invites all old pupils all over the country to the 
maiden meeting o f  the school where issues o f importance will be discussed.

DATE: Saturday, 14th April,2001 ,
TIME: 10.00 a.m. prompt
VENUE; Sultan Bello Primary School, Ung/Sarki, Kaduna

Signed
MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI (Aoanza)
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Nigeria calls for end 
to visa restriction

N igeria  y este rd ay  
u rged  K enya to 
consider the lifting 
of Visa restriction against her 

citizens in a new spirit o f the 
A frican  U nion recen tly  
adopted by the Organisation 
o f African Unity (OAU) in 
Togo.

Nigeria’s High Commis­
sioner to Kenya, Mr. Fidelis 
Tapgun, who was at the State 
House, A buja to intim ate 
President Obasanjo on the 
situation in that country, told 
journalists that it was unrea­
sonable to continue with the 
visa policy on Nigeria at the 
dawn of the integration o f the 
continent.

Kenya slammed visa re­
s tric tio n  on N igeria , 
C am eroon, P ak istan  and 
Yemen in 1998 in what was 
seen as an offensive against 
their nationals’ predominant 
role in Kenyan economy.

The restriction was re­
cently lifted in the case o f 
P ak istan  w hile  N igeria , 
Yemen and Cameroon are yet 
to be considered.

A m bassador F id e lis  
Tapgun said there was no­
concrete reason for the re­
striction adding that “they 
are afraid that Nigerians will 
take over their economy”.

A ccording to him, the 
High Commissioner ha^initi-

By Suleiman Muhammed

ated diplomatic moves to ef­
fect the lifting o f the restric­
tion. Mr. Tapgun pointed out 
that reg im e w as going 
through wide-ranging con­
sultations on the matter, say­
ing that was the only way to 
re-invent inter-state trade be­
tween the two countries.

Kenya is currently the 
world’s largest exporter of tea 
while Nigeria sells petroleum 
to the East African Country.

The High Commissioner 
also urged the Kenyan gov­
ernment to sign the Memo­
randum O f Understanding 
(MOU) being the outcome of 
several agreements reached 
between the countries in their 
meeting o f May 2000.

Both coun tries in the 
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, 
discussed wide-ranging bi­
lateral trade issues that are 
expected to help in promot­
ing export between them.

Stella Obasanjo visits husband’s prison

TIhe wife o f the Presi 
den t, M rs. S te lla  
Obasanjo, has visited 

the former cell o f her hus­
band in Yola prison as part 
o f  her two-day official visit 
to the state.

A ccom panied  by  the 
w ives o f  som e sta te  
governors, inc lud ing  her 
host, M rs. Z ainab  Boni 
H aruna, the F irs t Lady 
inspected the former abode 
o f her husband.

As she entered the cell, 
Mrs. Obasanjo asked prison 
officials whether a new in­
mate had been put in the cell 
after the release o f General

Form  A b d u llah i Tasiu  
Abubakar, Yola

Obasanjo in 1998.
W hen the officials re­

sponded in the negative, the

T
FRSC plans accident-free Easter

line with the corps’ empha-he F edera l Road 
Safety  C orps has 
said it had arranged 

a nationwide special patrol 
between Friday April 13 and 
Sunday April 22 to ensure an 
accident-free Easter period.

According to the corps’ 
A cting  D eputy  D irector, 
Pub lic  E ducation
Department, Mr. Jonas Agwu 
(AAC), who made this known 
to D a ily  Trust in A buja 
yesterday, the special patrol 
will get logistics support form 
the Federal Highway Patrol 
and cover day and night with 
strict enforcement o f  road 
tra ffic  reg u la tio n s as 
applicable to all vehicles.

Mr. Agwu disclosed that 
emphasis would be on worn- 
out tyres, over loading, over

Bv Austine Odo
speeding, offensive em is­
sion, dangerous driving and 
overtaking, defective light, 
driving under the influence 
o f alcohol and drugs, tinted 
and broken windscreen.

In addition, the director 
said accidented and rickety 
vehicles would not be a l­
lowed on the highway while 
drivers who convey fuel in 
jerry cans and broken-down 
vehicle owners who fail to 
display reflective caution 
signs would be prosecuted.

“The special patrol which 
aims at ensuring hitch-free 
celebrations, free flow of traf­
fic and adequate rescue as­
sistance, will be combined 
w ith  in ten siv e  public 
enlightm ent campaigns in

sis on incu lcating  safety  
consciousness on road us­
ers,” Mr Agwu explained.

The corps has in the 
meantime, directed its com­
manding officers to promptly 
liaise w ith hosp ita ls and 
m edical cen ters in th e ir  
lo ca litities  to ensure ad ­
equate medical attention to 
accident victims.

Mrs. Stella Obasanjo 
First Lady jokingly asked 
them to name it after her hus­
band.

They all laughed before 
they  esco rted  her to 
Obasanj o’s former bathroom, 
which is very close to the cell. 
Mrs. Obasanjo was a regular 
visitor to the Yola prison be­
tween 1995 and 1998 when 
her husband was jailed by

General Abacha.
Inside the cell, there was 

a small bed and a chair, all o f 
which were reportedly the 
same that were used by Gen­
eral Obasanjo during his stay 
there.

Mrs. Obasanjo also vis­
ited the female inmates’ ward 
in the prison where she was 
w elcom ed  w ith  sing ing , 
drumming and dancing by 
the inmates.

She prayed for them and 
enjoined them to be o f good 
behaviour so that they could 
regain their freedom and re­
turn to normal life.

The First Lady had ear­
lier paid a visit to the the 
Lam idon A dam aw a, Dr. 
Aliyu Mustapha, where she 
so lic ited  his support for 
women’s cause. .

She also commissioned a 
secretariat o f  the Rural Em­
pow erm ent A cce le ra tion  
Programme (REAP), intro­
duced  by M rs. Zainab 
Haruna; and served as the 
special guest o f honour at 
the launch ing  o f  the 
programme.

The chairman, Senate Committee on Power and Steel, Senator Fred Brume (r), and Senator Udoma 
Udo Udoma (I), listen to a presentation by Senator Nuliu Aliyu at a meeting o f  the committee in 
Abuja... Tuesday. Pix: Felix Onigbinde

Kano lawmakers threaten deputy governor
he Kano State House

To f  A ssem bly  has 
given the office o f 
the deputy-govemor seven 
days to start implementing 

the state’s local government 
law 2000 or face the wrath of 
the lawmakers.

The House posited that 
the non-implementation o f 
the law was responsible for 
the reck lessness o f  local 
government councils in the 
state. The law, which was 
pasted by the House in No­
vember 2000, and signed by 
the governor, has been in the

From  M usa 
Kazaure, Kano

Um ar

d ep u ty -g o v ern o r’s office 
since then w ithout being 
implemented.

The law also gives pow­
ers to the House and the chief 
executive to suspend any lo­
cal governm ent chairm an 
and official charged with cor­
rupt practices, and also inves­
tigate any allegations against 
such official.

Presenting the motion be­
fore the House, a member rep­
resenting Minjibir constitu­
ency, Ibrahim Muhammed,

who is also the chairman, lo­
cal government and chief­
taincy affairs, said the refusal 
o f  the deputy-govem or to 
implement the law amounted 
to contempt o f  the House.

Commenting on the mo­
tion, the Deputy Speaker, 
Alhaji Ya’u Abdullahi, said 
the delay in the implementa­
tion o f the law made it diffi­
cult for the House to effec­
tively control the excesses of 
the deputy governor and 
abuses by local government 
councils.

Taraba Gov. runs to presidency for helpw'o rried  about the 
w o r s e n i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  

s itu a tio n  in h is sta te , 
G overnor Jolly Nyame o f 
Taraba state has taken his 
case to the  P residency , 
soliciting for support.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the governor led a delegation 
o f his aides and supporters 
to Aso Rock where they met 
V ice-P resid en t A tiku  
Abubakar over the political 
situation in the state.

The move came barely a 
week after the detention of 
som e su p p o rte rs  o f  
opposition groups in the state 
following the distribution of 
anti-government pamphlets 
in the state capital, Jalingo.

The pam phlet, entitled 
“PDP in Taraba State: Better­
ment or Betrayal?” and dis­
tributed at the fund-raising 
cerem ony o f  the party by 
som e yo u th s , castiga ted  
both Nyam e’s government 
and past leaders in the state.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the g row ing  oppositio n  
against his government and 
growing speculations that 
the governor had shifted his 
a llegiance from  the Vice 
President’s camp to the camp 
o f  fo rm er P resid en t 
Babangida prompted him to 
seek audience with the Vice 
President to clear the matter.

Sources told Daily Trust 
that he went through Alhaji 
Ahmed Joda, the chairman of 
the National Communication 
Commission, who arranged a 
meeting with the Vice Presi­
dent.

G overno r N yam e,

From  A bdullah i Tasiu 
Abubakar, Yola

accom panied by his aides 
and supporters, went to the 
A so R ock w here  he 
surprisingly found that one 
o f his opponents, a former 
g overno r o f  the defunc t 
G ongola s ta te , A lh. 
Abubakar Barde, who is now 
an elder statesman in Taraba 
state, was also seeking an 
aud ience  w ith  the V ice 
President.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
meeting became an enlarged 
one in which the political 
situation in the state was dis­
cussed extensively by both • 
N yam e’s group and Barde 
w ith  the V ice P resid en t 
mainly listening to them.

Governor Nyame’s group 
told A tiku A bubakar that 
con trary  to speculations, 
their loyalty to him was un­
flinching.

They alleged that it was 
just some people who were 
try in g  to create  m istru st 
where none existed.

B ut fo rm er governo r 
Barde had earlier told the Vice 
President that there would 
not have been any political 
problem in Taraba state, had 
governor Nyame abided by 
the series o f agreements he 
had reached with other poli­
ticians in the state.

He pointed out that the 
governor violated both the 
p re -e lec tio n  agreem en t, 
known as “Barde House Ac­
cord,” and the agreements 
reached last year in the Vice 
President’s house in Abuja 
between governor Nyame

and some o f his opponents.
Incidentally, it was the 

Vice President who mediated 
last year’s crisis between the 
g o v ern o r and the sta te  
House of Assembly when the 
members attempted to im­
peach the governor.

During the mediation ex­
ercise in which both gover­
nor Nyame and Barde were 
in attendance, the two sides

Gov. Nyame
agreed to settle their d is­
putes and live peacefully on 
the condition that among 
others, the state government 
would favour no member.

The non-compliance o f 
the agreements had allegedly 
contributed to the renewed 
dispute between the gover­
nor and his opponents.

H ow ever, D aily  Trust 
learnt thgt the latest meeting 
with the Vice President may 
help in dousing tension be­
tween the opposing groups.

Not long after the meet­
ing, governor Nyame also led 
^delegation o f the people of 
Karim Lamido, the home base 
o f  one o f  his opponents, 
M inisterof State for Internal 
Affairs.
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FG votes N12.6bn for 
four steel companies

T
he federal
governm en t has 
approved about 12.6 

billion naira to reactivate four 
ailing steel rolling companies' 
in the country.

The Minister o f State for 
Pow er and S tee l, A lhaji 
Mohammed Danjuma Goje, 
disclosed this on Tuesday in 
Katsina while flagging off 
the K atsina Steel Rolling 
Company resumption o f its 
production which stopped 
about three years ago.

R esum ption  o f
production is the first step in 
Federal Government’s plan 
to resuscitate all the inland 
rolling mills in the country 
this year.

Giving the breakdown of 
the amount, the minister said 
the reactivation o f  the Delta 
Steel Company (DSC) which 
w ill be done th rough  a 
tr ip a r tite  ag reem ent 
in vo lv ing  the federal 
government, Voist Alphine 
o f Austria and Osaka Steel of 
Nigeria, is to cost about N12 
billion, while the Katsina 
Steel Rolling Company, Jos 
and Oshogbo will get N200 
m illion  each fo r the 
reactivation exercise.

Goje stated that it is in 
recognition o f  this that the 
p resen t ad m in is tra tio n  
decided to prioritise the steel 
sector as a result o f which an 
inter-ministerial committee 
was set up in August 1999 to 
assess the current status of 
the steel sector to the national 
econ-omy and to fashion out 
an agenda fo r the way 
forward.

H e said  th a t the 
governm ent has since 
implemented the recomm­
endation o f  the committee 
and that the measures have 
yielded positive results. The 
measures, he said, include 
the successful resumption o f 
production at the Katsina 
Steel Rolling plant.

From Abdul Labaran and 
I_______ Emmanuel Ande_______ |

The m inister described 
the K atsina Steel Rolling 
Com pany as a sym bol o f  
hope for the north and a pride 
to the nation . He urged  
N igerians “to take up the 
challenge o f  setting up small 
scale industries that would 
u tilise  the ou tpu t o f  the 
com pany” thereby contri­
bute to the poverty allevi­
a tion  program m e o f  the 
government.

He pointed out that the 
involvement o f the organised 
p riva te  sec to r th rough  a 
conversion agreement for the 
supply of billets to the rolling 
mills, is to save the millions 
o f dollars government would 
have provided as working 
capital.

The minister stated that 
the reactivation o f  Katsina 
S teel R o lling  C om pany 
would be carried out in two 
stages with the first using 
local spare parts and the 
second  usin g  im ported  
offshore  spare parts. He 
added that the resumption of

production of the company 
s ig n ified  the successfu l 
completion o f the first stage 
o f the rehabilitation exercise.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the General Manager o f the 
K SRC, E ng ineer Sanusi 
Garba, disclosed that with 
the completion o f about 20 
percent o f the plant rehabil­
itation programme, the rolling

mill would now be producing 
on the average, steel worth 
N 150 million monthly, adding 
that more spare parts worth 
N 150 m illio n  w ould  be 
acquired later this year to 
update the electrical instal­
lations o f the plant.

The G eneral M anager 
pointed out that the KSRC 
had the potential for a N6 
billion annual turnover at 
only 50 percent capacity  
utilisation, adding that the 
com pany’s poten tia l as a 
s tim u la to r o f  econom ic 
grow th  can n o t be o v e r­
estimated.

178 die of measles in Sokoto
o

ne hundred  and 
s e v e n t y - e i g h t  
people have been 

confirm ed by the medical 
director o f  the Sokoto State 
M in istry  o f  H ealth , Dr. 
Abubakar Maishanu, to have 
lost their lives to measles 
since the beginning o f  this 
year.

D isc lo sin g  th is  in an 
exclusive in terv iew  w ith 
Daily Trust in Sokoto, Dr. 
Maishanu explained that the 
figure was collated from all 
the 23 local governm ent 
areas o f the state. He also 
disclosed that 44 cases o f 
cereb rosp inal m ening itis

From Kabir Dogondaji,
Sokoto

(CSM) were reported within 
the sam e perio d  w hich 
resulted in the death o f  seven 
o f the victims.

The medical director said 
his ministry had planned an 
extensive media and house- 
to -house  cam paign  to 
enlighten people on ways of 
combating the two diseases.

A cco rd ing  to  Dr. 
Maishanu, 5.8 million naira 
had already been earmarked 
fo r the en ligh tenm en t 
cam paign  and the 
procurem ent o f  drugs and 
v acc in es  as an in terim T

Minister ofState Power ofSteel, Alhaji Mohammed Danjuma Goje flagging offResumption 
o f  Production at the Katsina Steel Rolling M ill at Katsina... Tuesday

measure in a collaborative 
effort between the state and 
local government areas.

He pointed out that the 
sta te  governm en t had 
donated 2.4 m illion naira 
while local governments had 
m ade good  th e ir  own 
commitment o f 3.6 million 
naira.

North W est 
APP chieftain 

dies
he natio n a l v ice- 
chairman o f the All 
P e o p le ’s Party  

(APP) representing North 
West, Alhaji Saidu Argungu, 
is dead.

Aged 53, Alhaji Saidu 
died  on T uesday  at the 
Usman Danfodio University 
Teaching Hospital Sokoto, 
after a protracted illness.

Speaking at the funeral 
p ray er in A rgungu , the 
Kebbi State governor, Alhaji 
Muhammadu Adamu Aliero, 
described the deceased as an 
h onest and e loquen t 
co n trib u to r to  the 
development o f the state.

Aliero further prayed to 
Almighty Allah to grant him 
an eternal life and his family 
the fortitude to bear the loss.

The late Alhaji Saidu is 
survived by two wives, 10 
ch ild ren  and m any 
grandchildren. He has since 
been buried  according to 
Islamic rites.

By Henry Omunu

Why we handed over

F orm er C h ie f  o f  — A k h i g b e
General Staff (CGS), ^

Vice Admiral Mike 
Akhigbe, has revealed that 
the desire for the nation to be 
made a permanent member 
o f  the  U n ited  N atio n s 
Security C ouncil was the 
major reason for the handing 
over o f power to civilians by 
G en. A bdulasam i A bu­
bakar’s regime.

Akhigbe, who was num­
ber tw o to  G eneral 
Abubakar, spoke on Monday 
at a public hearing on cabo­
tage laws, or shipping laws, 
held by the House o f  Repre­
sen tatives C om m ittee  on 
Transport.

He said member states o f  
the UN had insisted that for 
Nigeria to be a permanent 
member o f the security coun­
cil, it must first democratise.

Said Akhigbe: “the rea­
son we handed over power 
to civilians was because, Ni­
geria w asn ’t going to be 
made a permanent member 
o f  the United Nations secu­
rity council.”

Commenting on the woes 
o f  the country since indepen­
dence, vice admiral Akhigbe 
(rtd) accused past civilian 
governments and military re­
gimes o f  lack o f  focus, coor­
dination and poor policy in­
tegration.

The nation, he added, 
lacked any real focus in such 
c ritic a l sec to rs  o f  the 
economy as technology ac­
quisition and development, 
aviation , telecom m unica­
tions, maritime, oil and gas, 
and  th a t because  o f  th is 
policy defect, the nation lost

enorm ous revenue th a t 
should otherwise have ac­
crued to it.

According to him, “past 
governments never had fo­
cus and we didn’t integrate 
our policies and as a result, 
we have continued to lose 
revenue.

“Monies stolen, if  any, by 
past leaders were too small 
compared to revenue loses, 
owing to uncoordinated poli­
cies,” Akhigbe said.

He therefore warned that, 
the country will continue to 
remain poor and underdevel­
oped, “unless it tightens av­
enues for revenue loses,” 
suggesting however that, for 
Nigeria to escape this fate, it 
must integrate all its policies 
to achieve a stated objective.

Moreover, Akhigbe ad­
vised that the country must 
identify areas o f  national in­
terest and pursue them vig­
orously, even as he explained 
why the Gen. Abubakar re­
gime decided to award mo­
bile telephone licenses and 
marginal oil fields to Nige­
rians.

“Our idea o f the Global 
System for Mobile Telecom­
m unication (GSM) was to 
allow Nigerians be on the 
driver’s seat and operate with 
foreign technical partners.

“We m ust have focus. 
Who is lifting our crude oil 
and what is the input to our 
n a tio n a l econom y?” he 
asked.

Muslim youths flay 
government influence on Hajj

The National Council 
o f  M uslim  Y outh  
O r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  

(NACOMYO) has criticised 
the Federal Fovemment for 
flight arrangement lapses in 
this year’s Hajj operations.

In a communique issued 
at the end o f  their council 
meeting in Gusau, Zamfara 
State on Sunday, the council 
blamed federal authorities 
for not giving Hajj ad-hoc 
committees the free hand to 
executive their assignment 
effectively.

“The in te rfe ren ce  o f  
governm ent departm ents 
such as the Federal Ministry 
o f Foreign Affairs on matters 
re la tin g  to a ir  ca rrie rs , 
h ousing  and tran sp o rt 
arrangements for pilgrims in 
the holy land must stop. The 
P residency  and F ore ign  
Affairs Ministry should limit 
their activities on Hajj to 
purely diplomatic issues,”

By Austine Odo

the communique said.
The body  n o ted  w ith  

concern  the fa ilu re  o f  
government to put in place 
proper operational arrange­
ments for the hajj despite all 
efforts aim ed at restoring 
san ity  in the exercise . It 
called on government to stop 
indigenous airliners from  
p a rtic ip a tin g  in hajj
operations for the next ten 
years, “ so tha t the long- 
aw aited  com fort o f  our 
p ilg rim s could  be
guarifhteed.”

N A CO M Y O  how ever 
com m ended the N ational 
Committee on Hajj 2001 for 
steps taken to reduce the 
hardship faced by pilgrimsin 
spite o f  w hat they called 
“unnecessary bureaucratic 
p rob lem s and undue 
in te rfe re n ce ” in its 
assignments.
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What is our environmental worth?
A tragic drama unfolded recently in Germany 

when the government called out the security 
forces to ensure that a controversial cargo of 

nuclear w astes reached a storage site situated at 
Gorleben. Protesters lined the route of the cargo, which 
went by rail. Some protesters chained themselves to 
the railw ay tracks. N uclear w astes are often sent 
abroad for reprocessing, but the contract requires 
Germany to receive the waste. Hundreds of protesters 
came out in reaction to the threat posed by nuclear 
waste, and this turned out to be a dramatic illustra­
tion of patriotism in its pure form, patriotism fired by 
passion and courage.

Environmental issues are just as important here in 
Africa as they are in Germany and Europe as a whole. 
The activities of oil companies have disordered the flora 
and fauna of the Niger Delta and instituted the spectre 
of gloom, neglect and wanton exploitation. Where fish­
ermen and fishing once flourished, today we have 
poisoned waters and vanishing marine life. The Niger 
Delta has also recently seen outbreaks of violence and 
resistance which, to a degree, parallel the activities of 
the patriots of Danneberg and Gorleben.

The protesters at Dannenberg and Gorleben made 
a statem ent in defence of the environm ent and the 
health of man, while also serving as beacon to commu­
nities facing a sim ilar predicam ent under a cold  
leadership on any part of the globe.

In Nigeria, this incident brings to mind our crimi­
nal neglect o f the environment. In 1988, tonnes of toxic 
waste were dumped at Koko in Delta state and this 
made us realize that even though we do not have 
nuclear facilities, we can easily becom e a dumping 
ground for such toxic materials. There is the lingering 
fear that there may be several ‘Kokos’ in Nigeria to­
day, and we really need to look into this matter.

Recently President Obasanjo confirmed what many 
Nigerians knew long ago: that Nigeria’s past military 
rulers and their civilian collaborators diverted over 
N720 million from the Ecologional Fund allocated to 
them into other fancy projects that provided easy 
money for officials to»steaI. This would help to provide 
insight into the official neglect of our environment, 
which has become a national tragedy. A concern or 
regard for the environment is immediately an indica­
tion of man at peace with himself and the environment, 
and the heights he has attained in inner development. 
Sadly, whenever such an examination is made of our 
community, the decoded message is not flattering. But 
the truth is: a dirty com m unity cannot develop or 
sharpen the qualities of higher beings.

In Nigeria, we need to reactivate all our structures 
which have to do with the environment and provide 
them with a proper focus and a sincere commitment 
to environmental issues.

The mining gullies in Plateau and other states, as a 
result of many years of mining solid minerals, remain 
an environmental eye sore. The same goes for the en­
vironmental devastation in the hydro-power producing 
areas of Niger, Kogi, Kwara and Kebbi states. The 
yearly release o f w ater from dams behind Kainji, 
Shiroro and Jebba dams is an environmental problem  
that needs to be confronted headlong.

The Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) 
has been set up to confront the problems in the Niger 
Delta. The National Assembly should also urgently look 
into the establishment of the Solid M inerals Producing 
Areas Development Commission (SOMPADEC) and 
the H ydro-Pow er Producing A reas D evelopm ent 
Commision (HYPPADEC).

A defence of one’s soil often turns out to be a pow­
erful illustration of patriotism, and the action of the 
protesters at Dannenberg and Gorleben provides us 
with another definition of patriotism, one which wells 
out of the depths of a soul. One that has a non-material 
foundation, and which, of course, is dyed in the finest 
hue of courage and resilience._______________________

THURSDAY COLUMN
The three parties and dem ocracy

By Nick Dazang

President Olusegun Obasanjo, master of the bully pul­
pit, was his vintage self at the recently held Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) convention. But this time, in­

stead o f finding recourse in his propensity to hector and in­
timidate, he preferred to pontificate and to rail at the PDP 
and its hierarchy. “Our party”, he told a stunned gathering of 
PDP bigwigs, “lacks cohesion, we have no order or tradition 
to speak of, and our rank and file seems devoid of simple 
decency and respect which are hallmark values of the Afri­
can society. . .

“In reality”, he further remarked, “we are no more than a 
dynamic amalgam of interest groups. And what has held us 
together, if  anything at all, is that, our party is in power and 
there is a strong expectation of patronage.”

At first blush, one is tempted to dismiss the president’s 
almost savage indictment as arrogant and the effusions of an 
ingrate who used the PDP as a ladder to climb to power only 
to jettison it in a fit o f hubris. He cannot, in all honesty, exon­
erate himself from the PDP’s sundry failings. In fact, in some 
instances, he invented the PDP’s woes. Consider the facts: 
During the last convention o f the PDP some two years ago, 
most PDP supporters rooted for Chief Sunday Awoniyi. An 
unbending man o f principle and imbued with a lofty vision, 
Nigerians saw in Awoniyi, not only a man who could bring 
integrity to the PDP, but one who could whip the President 
into line and curtail some of his unsavoury and abrasive ten­
dencies. Instead of going for Awoniyi, an experienced bu­
reaucrat and organizer o f men, the President preferred a pli­
able Chief Barnabas Gemade whose pedigree as an organizer 
is doubtful and whose integrity is suspect. Chief Gemade was 
one o f the gentlemen who canvassed for the elongation of 
Abacha’s reign o f terror. As if  this were not appalling enough, 
the President sat through the elections during the last PDP 
convention which witnessed one of the most unabashed and 
unblushing gerrymandering in recent times.

By the time the convention was over, the fates of the 
Obasanjo regime and the PDP were sealed -  more or less. 
Here was a president who rode to power on the crest o f anti­
corruption and vowed to set considerable store by such a 
crusade. Yet here was the same president superintending over 
one o f the most shambolic elections in our annals and in 
favour of his preferred candidate. It can be said from the fore­
going that right from the outset, President Obasanjo had shot 
himself in the foot and acutely undermined the integrity of 
his administration. It is inconceivable that a leader who 
parades a gang o f miscreants can muster the moral courage 
to check the excesses o f brigands out there. Neither can mem­
bers of a party suffused with leaders bereft of integrity sud­
denly comport themselves with decency and uprightness. 
Besides, how do we talk of a tradition with regard to a party 
that is barely three years old?

On closer examination, however, some o f the ringing in­
dictments issued by the president were the PDP’s just desserts. 
The PDP is verily a melange o f strange and contending 
interests which in normal circumstances could not have 
indw elled  or co-hab ited . The consequence o f  the ir 
cohabitation, and under a ham-handed and inept manager, 
obsessed with extending his tenure in the manner o f his mas­
ter, Abacha, to four years, instead of two, is that these varied 
interests work at cross purposes, they undermine themselves 
and they set their sights on filthy lucre and patronage.

Secondly, when one examines the pedigree o f the PDP 
itself,'its limitations are writ large: the three parties and es­
pecially the PDP were hastily put together to edge out the 
military. Beyond this, the PDP did not articulate any further 
uplifting vision. Compounding this is that its fortunes were 
stunted by an executive riven with squabbles and which as a 
result was incapable of articulating a vision beyond the one 
thought out at its founding. It only stands to reason that at a 
point, this amalgam of interests will implode and that the 
vision of the party will attenuate or weaken.

It is a measure o f the PDP’s stunted vision and the sordid 
pass it has come to that Alhaji Umar Ghali N a’Abba, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, in a seminal and 
thought-provoking paper entitled: “The State of the Party,” 
delivered at the PDP’s recent convention, was no less damn­
ing in his indictment of the PDP. Said he: “Nigerians voted 
for the PDP not solely for the purpose of chasing away the 
military and nothing else. Nigerians thought that the PDP 
could transform their lives for the better in view of the cali­
bre o f its membership. In spite o f the fact that members of 
the PDP in government are doing their possible best, on the

aggregate, the party is a big disappointment to the nation. If I 
may be allowed to ask, what is the PDP’s agenda for women? 
For workers? For our professionals? For the police? For the 
military? For the civil servants? For the unemployed? For the 
teeming masses in our towns and villages? In short, what is 
the party’s agenda on the state of our infrastructure and how 
much effort did the party make to actualise this in the three 
appropriation bills passed by the National Assembly?” Alhaji 
N a’Abba proceeded to itemise the sins o f the PDP as the 
“marginalisation of groups and individuals who at one time 
or the other appeared to have independent minds on issues; 
devising means and ways through which to frustrate some of 
the founding fathers of the party; stifling voices of dissent or 
contrary opinion; and the desire to perpetuate itself in office.”

If  Alhaji Na’Abba spoke in almost the same damning tone 
as the president in regard o f the PDP, the two other parties, 
All Peoples Party (APP) and the Alliance for Democracy (AD) 
cannot be said to be paragons either. And were a list of their 
peccadilloes to be drawn up, they surely will equal, if  not 
surpass, that of the PDP. Perhaps what is redeeming about the 
PDP -  inept as its leadership is -  is that it is capable of intro­
spection and self-criticism. But the fact that all the parties are 
similarly hobbled and afflicted does not augur well for our 
democracy. For apart from articulating and aggregating in­
terests, the parties are supposed to be the intellectual power­
houses o f the government, always proffering viable and al­
ternative ideas and focusing the government on them. The 
party is supposed to be vibrant and vigorous in checkmating 
the excesses o f those in government in concert with other 
democratic institutions such as the legislature, the media, the 
judiciary, the intellectuals, the professionals etc. The advent 
o f dictatorship has always been presaged by the absence or 
collapse of democratic institutions.

The most viable thing to do is for the PDP, particularly, to 
view the President’s and the Speaker’s indictments as chal­
lenges and to rise stoutly to them. The three parties should try 
to do some serious soul-searching and re-invent themselves. 
They should put in place leaderships that possess vision and 
integrity. And they should re-articulate their platforms and 
manifestoes beyond the present regime.

In spite o f my admonition, I still have misgivings if  the 
parties, as currently constituted, are capable of revival: If  their 
leaders are not corrupt and are seeking to perpetuate 
themselves in a most undemocratic manner, some are simply 
petty and impervious to ideas. Perhaps the thing to do is to 
allow the several tendencies that indwell in the PDP for 
instance, to liberate themselves and form new parties in 
concert with their ideological beliefs. A veritable political 
party, after all, is made up of persons who share the same 
aspirations and whose ships, as the Sicilian parlance goes, 
sail in the same direction. Let there be more parties.

L E T T E R  O F T H E  DAY^

D e a r  M r. P res id en t

W ith all due re 
spect, Sir, I 
wish to call on 

you to help common Nige­
rians. The fuel situation 
down here in Lagos, miles 
away from the cosy confines 
o f Aso Rock, is such that it 
is difficult for me to sound 
nice but I would try to be 
polite in this piece. Like a 
father, I hope you will un­
derstand. I do not like the 
thickening air of trouble in 
the country and I’m hoping 
that you would read this and 
do something really quick.

I am awfully shocked at 
all the average Nigerian has 
had to bear these past 
months in the name of fuel 
scarc ity  and the re la ted  
dereguation ‘politricks’. I 
am deeply hurt by the rather 
arrogant, sly and conde­

scending manner with which 
your advisers and ministers 
are going about deceiving 
people  in the nam e o1 
deregulation. People who 
have been called to serve out 
common interest have tumec 
villains.

It baffles me that local 
p roduction  is less thar 
N 12.20 but your administra­
tion w ould rather impori 
petro leum  products than 
have our local refineries 
wourking at full capacity.

May I ask, sir, whose in­
terest is being served? Are 
those bent on ruining the av 
erage Nigerian keeping in 
form ation*and data fromj 
you? If  so, don’t you have in 
dependent means o f  getting 
beyond the army o f advisers 
and ministers bent on deceiv­
ing you?

f>uyi Will- West, L agos
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N.Y.S.C: So far, how far?
[By Kadi Malah Kirawa

After the devastating 30-month civil war, the then fledgling 
government o f  General Yakubu Gowon (rtd) set for itself 
the tasks o f reconstruction, rehabilitation and reconciliation; 

o therw ise referred  to as the 3Rs. For these purposes, many 
programmes came into being in order to restore sanity, confidence 
and trust amongst the warring sections. It was in a bid to achieve 
these laudable aim s that the N ational Y outh Service C orps 
(N.Y.S.C.) scheme, alongside other programmes, came into being.

Charged with the responsibility o f inculcating togetherness, 
unity, selfless service as well as to emphasized the spirit o f oneness 
and brother-hood o f all Nigerians irrespective o f cultural or social 
background into the minds o f the Nigerian youths, the programme 
has done creditably in all its ramifications. Little wonder, therefore, 
that it has stood the test o f timg as is about one o f the few programmes 
that have not undergone any x-ray.

So when on take-off, the government released millions o f naira 
to it as its take-off grant, many thought it was yet another bonanza 
for a privileged few or just another elephant project that would al­
low the tax payers’ money go down the drain and at the end die o ff 
without achieving its aims. But what a misconception! So far, how 
far has the scheme fared in the scheme o f things?

Over the years, rather than die-off because o f  ’bureaucratic 
redtapeism associated with governance, the scheme has forged ahead 
so much so that it "has been embraced, accepted and identified by 
all; as many youths have seen places that hitherto they never saw. 
mingled with people they probably only read about, adopted a cul­
ture they never heard o f and stayed in communities that were en­
tirely different and new. By this, unity has been fostered thereby 
nullifying negative stories that loomed about different communi­
ties, tribes or cultures and thus allow members break prejudices and 
come to appreciate the similarities and differences in cultures. By

I stretching a hands across the Niger, a lot o f friends have been made, 
inter-marriages have taken place and new homes found.

The activities o f the scheme over the years cannot, however, be 
lover-emphasised. There is no denying the fact that it has been a 
(bold experiment from all indications because it has remained re- 
I solved and the momentum has been accelerating while it forges 

i*lds notwithstanding. Despite these laudable achiever 
programme has come under a lot o f  criticisms right from 
W'hrle many thought it to be money-consuming and time-

has out-lived its stay and 
nore argued that since we are 

le or reconstruct let alone post 
vay in new environments much

ahe

Iwasti
Ishoul

a few more believed 
, be scrapped. Som 
is there to reconc 
: youths to waste a

to their
“The programme should be scrapped because it is a waste o f  

I time, labour and resources” wrote a corps member in his comments 
I about the programme. Another opined that the duration is long, and 
(should, therefore, be reduced to six months to save money and time. 
I However, another disagreed Completely. Hear him “most o f  those 
■calling for the scrapping or abrogation o f the scheme are to me, 
■self-centred, lazy, and just trying to run away from reality. The 
•programme is very laudable in ail respects as everyone can bear me 
witness with the number o f corps members being turned out for the 
programme every year.

However, another one is o f  the view that the number o f corps 
members has to b<* high because o f lack o f job and the monthly 
allowance the scheme gives, which is just about enough for feeding 
or otherwise, is better than having nothing at all or just lazing about.

A glimpse through the yearly reports submitted by most corps 
members during the years showed that the majority called for its 
scrapping -or reduction in the duration (period). Others, however, 
suggested that it be made optional rather than mandatory as they 
don’t gain anything except to waste away their labour and time. 
“The time one wastes in a remote area that lacks potable water, 
good roads or electricity in the name o f  serving the nation, could 
have been used looking for employment even if  it were not avail­
able, or better still go back to school. And the money paid corps 
members could be channels, into the provision o f some basic ameni­
ties that are lacking in mo o f  our rural and semi-urban areas,” 
suggested another.

While many are calling for either its reduction in years, or en­
tire scrapping, some have been singing it’s praise all through. A 
corps member from Osun state who served in the north, said: “be­
fore I came to the north, I never knew there were other language(s) 
apart from Hausa or other religions aside Islam” .Another one from- 
Lagos state observed that “all the stories I have heard that it never 
rained in some parts o f the north or that the people are hostile, were 
but blatant lies”.

Mr. Ado from Maiduguri also said he had learnt to be tolerant, 
accommodating, independent and above all, a good cook. In their 
various comments about the scheme, they all called for the proper 
funding o f the scheme and, if  possible, increase the duration from 
its present one year to one and half years.

Reducing the age limit is indeed a welcome development as 
only a few will fall into that age bracket and this will no doubt make 
the scheme more attractive, value-oriented and easily-managed. It 
could be recalled that recently some parts o f the country had warned 
their wards not to part-take in the service or not to accept any post­
ing to some states o f  the federation. But the call was never heeded 
as corps members could be seen in virtually all the “perceived 
trouble” areas having a wonderful service year. What does this sig­
nify? It signifies ONE NATION, ONE DESTINY, BROTHERLI­
NESS, UNITY AND FAITH, NO SENTIMENTALITY.

It also signifies TOLERANCE, UNDERSTANDING AND 
ABOVE ALL, TOGETHERNESS. Were these not part o f the aims 
o f the scheme? Why wish them away? Let not the dark days creep 
back into our minds. We have come a long way as brothers and 
sisters. We have crossed quite a number o f turbulent waters, jumped 
troubled hurdles and trod thorny roads all in a bid to get to the 
promised land. The journey has indeed, been tough and rough, but 
with determination, dedication and prayers we will make. So let us 
not let this fine legacy be wished away.

o — — l o « i _________________ _
Teenage pregnancy: A menace of the time
Nobody would dispute 

the fact that teenage 
pregnancy is one of 
the most significant social 

problems of the day. It does 
not leave anybody out, as it 
has affected the females, so 
also has it not neglected the 
males. Neither has its effects 
exempt the families of both 
the boys and the girls in­
volved. The proportion of its 
effects may however differ on 
the two sides.

One of the causes of teen­
age pregnancy in recent time 
is the one posited by Bryan 
E. R obinson in his book 
titled: Teenage Fathers. Ac­
cording to him, “Out-of-wed­
lock pregnancy no longer car­
ries the shame and humilia­
tion it did during the 1960s 
because of more liberalized 
social attitudes towards sex 
and premarital pregnancy.... 
Also, the youth of today are 
constantly bombarded with 
sexuality through advertise­
ment, music, motion pictures 
and television. The American 
media (and the general films 
produced in the world) tell 
adolescents that sex is roman­
tic, exciting and titillating, 
w ithout ever showing the 
real-life consequences o f 
spontaneous and irrespon­
sible sexual behabiour".

Here lies the problem. 
Many teenagers seem bliss­
fully unaware of the conse­
quences o f illicit sex. Some 
of them pretend not to know 
that a girl could get pregnant 
the first time of having Inter­
course. Some will tell you 
they cannot get pregnant be­
cause they do it once a week.

Some boys see sexual in­
tercourse as a sign of manli­
ness. They look at themselves 
as heroes when they have not 
only one but two or more girl 
friends. To such boys sex is 
an im portant sym bol o f  
civilisation. On the other 
hand, many of the girls offer 
sex as a gift in their bargain­
ing for the attention o f a 
young man. In some towns or 
villages, boys who have not 
fathered a baby or two and

| By A iyejoto  Joseph
girls who have not given birth 
to a baby or two would be 
looked dow n upon and 
scorned. Such would be re­
garded as conservatives.

The situation becomes 
more horrible when one con­
sider the fact that some people 
who are supposed to be 
saddled with the responsibil­
ity of eradicating this canker- 
worm from our society have 
turned out to become apostles 
o f immorality. Such men are 
always in the vanguard of go­
ing after teenage girls, using 
the teenage boys as their go- 
between.

Observation reveals that at 
least one third of the teenage 
girls had become pregnant, 
not through teenage boy 
friends, but through men old 
enough to be their father or 
worst still, their grandfather.

Some of the unwed-teen 
mothers are victims o f finan­
cial intimidation. Some of the 
so-called money men and 
some of those in position of 
authority use their position to 
impose themselves on most of 
these teenage girls with prom­
ises o f money, promotion, ad­
mission into higher institu- ' 
tion, employment and so on. 
All these mostly turned out to 
be fictitious and untrue.

Let a note o f  warning be 
sound here, that if  they don’t 
desist from such unwhole­
some acts, posterity will not 
forgive them. It is painful be­
cause the situation, as preva­
lent as it has been, reveals 
how sick and deprived our 
modern society has become.

Another short but contro­
versial reason for the phenom­
enon of teenage pregnancy is 
the level o f  poverty in our so­
ciety. But the question is: 
were people not poor in those 
days when boys and girls keep 
their virginity until they get 
married? As such, let us just 
agree that lack of moral dis­
cipline has contributed mbre 
than any other reason to the 
upsurge of teenage pregnancy 
in our society. Moral standard

is at its lowest ebb. Religion 
does not guaranty moral dis­
cipline for people anymore.

The society has indeed 
failed in its responsibility to 
salvage the situation. Mother 
and daughter compete for one 
man because of money. Son 
and father compete for one 
girl because of beauty and po­
sition. The onslaught has con­
tinued because fathers and 
mothers are no longer inter­
ested in living together. Par­
ents no longer have any affec­
tion for each other. Each is 
looking outside instead o f 
w ithin for fulfilm ent. The 
book, Fatherless America as­
serts that: "the escalating risk 
o f childhood sexual abuse in 
our society stems primarily 
from the growing absence of 
married fathers and the grow­
ing presence of step-fathers, 
boy friends and other unre­
lated or transient males.”

The consequences of teen­
age pregnancy are not far­
fetched. They can neither be 
over-emphasized nor over- 

. beaten as we can See the fruits 
and manifestations around us. 
Apart from cutting short the 
lives of many, it has damp­
ened the aspirations o f so 
many people caught up in 
such web. Though the effects 
may be in diverse form and 
one,may feel its burden more 
than the other, those who have 
experienced it will certainly 
testify to how each partaker 
has shared o f  the conse­
quences.

It is an established fact that 
most teenage boys who father- 
children rarely take long-term, 
even short-term responsibility 
for their off-spring. Apart 
from this, only few teenagers 
have either the emotional ma­
turity or experience to handle 
the demands o f parenthood. 
Many do not have the educa­
tion or em ploym ent skills 
needed to earn a living. As a 
result, besides being expelled 
or dropped out of school, most 
of them simply abandon their 
educational pursuit or career.

Psychological and emo- 
tional torments are integral

parts o f the aftermath of teen­
age pregnancy. Children o f 
such affairs are exposed to a 
plethora o f physical and emo­
tional risks. Particularly dis­
tressing is the fact that the 
legacy of such affairs is often 
passed on from generation to 
generation in a continuing 
cycle o f pain and misery. The 
off-springs experience low 
self-esteem, depression, de­
linquent behaviour and per­
sistent anger.

To contemplate abortion 
at the pregnancy stage would 
worsen the situation as it does 
not only violates God’s law 
and requires a young woman 
to shut the door of her tender 
compassion upon the tiny life 
developing within her, but 
also endangers the life o f the 
girl. If she even survive an 
abortion, the memory would 
linger on and any part of the 
body may be damaged.

N evertheless, there is 
hope. Teenagers and the so­
ciety in general must learn 
from the mistake of the past. 
Something more than high- 
sounding talk and theoretical 
campaign against teenage 
pregnancy through public 
en hgh tm en t is needed if  
people are to be motivated to 
make such changes as men­
tioned earlie r. That is, 
changes in their thinking, 
their a ttitude , th e i r  
behaviour and their m or­
als. There should be a re­
v ival and  re s to ra tio n  o f  
h igh  m oral d isc ip line  in 
ou r society . T he society  
sh o u ld  be m ade to fear 
God. T he culprit, the abet­
tors and the perpetrato rs 

^ s h o u ld  be educated on the 
-dangers it portends. O ur 
elders -should show  good 
exam ples,, parents should 
rise up to the ir responsi­
b ilitie s  and  the pa ren ts- 
ch ild ren  bond should  be 
restored.
W ith our unw avering co l­
lective courage, the m en­
ace will be curbed.

A iy e jo to  J o s e p h , is  
with th e D a ily  Trust of­

f ice , Abuja.

D eregulation is not the answ er for now

C onsid erin g  the 
present political and 
economic dynamics 

o f  N igeria, I feel this is a 
wrong time to deregulate the 
oil sector: with epileptic state 
o f electricity, water supply, 
the depression of the Naira 
(from 98 to a dollar to current 
123 to a dollar).

The esteemed President’s 
logic o f comparing the prices 
of coca-cola and spring wa­
ter to our oil as a pointer to 
degree o f cheapness misses 
the value and reality o f socio­
economic configuration.

The simple fact is, while 
most Nigerians (this writer 
inclusive) will spend months 
without taking these prod­
ucts, or at worst they hardly 
feature in the list o f  their 
menu, what I want to arrive 
at is that the increase in the 
price o f  petroleum  affects 
everybody and everything in 
Nigeria the same cannot be 
said o f coca-cola or spring 
water (elitist products)!

Also agreed on the scale 
o f  value, petroleum  is o f  
great importance, but it af­
fects everybody when it is 
scarce; farmers need to trans­
port their products from one

Bv Umar Jibril

destination to another, stu­
dents need to travel to and 
from their schools, other citi­
zens need to visit relations, 
attend weddings and child 
naming far and near... the list 
is endless and in all the ex­
amples, the price o f  oil will 
be reflected in the sufferings 
the citizens will go through.

Secondly, unless this is 
another dividend of democ­
racy it is so undemocratic at 
the moment to regulate the oil 
sector and is not near to what 
is a panacea o f the perennial 
fuel crisis in Nigeria.

Thirdly, the motivation 
for deregulation which in the 
perception o f our esteemed 
leader, O basan jo  and o f  
course the perception o f the 
‘manufacturers o f  consent’ 
such as professor Jerry Gana, 
the ever vocal minister o f in­
formation will bring “ben­
e f its ” w hen  the subsidy  
w hich  is “m isu sed ” and 
“abused” is removed for a 
time. But this seems to me 
like chasing shadows since it 
is ju st symptomatic o f  the 
kernel conundrum (the real 
problem) which is perpetu­
ated by the rich and power­

ful which the president and 
his “ legitimation orators” are 
quite aware of; it will rather 
amount to cutting comers to 
apply a dose o f another “poi­
son” to the already sick N i­
gerian masses with this dra­
conian  po licy  w hich was 
hatched and inspired else­
where.

To my mind, in conso­
nance with the realities o f  
Nigeria, the answers to fuel 
crisis in Nigeria are simple to 
even the foreigner who stays 
for a week in Nigeria and had 
a course to travel by road. 
The answer(s) will be obvi­
ous from these suggestions:-

*The Federal government 
should as a matter o f  serious 
concern empower and super­
vise PPMC in the monitoring, 
lifting and delivery o f  petro­
leum products in Nigeria.

*Government should as a 
deliberate policy check the 
sm uggling  o f  pe tro leum  
products and punish offend­
ers.

*Filling stations should 
be m onitored so that they 
should not be “mere fronts”, 
also this will help in check^ 
ing continuous diversion o f 
the product by the high and

‘m ighty’ as Obaseki had a 
cause to remark in February.

*G overnm ent should  
m an, m ain tain  and make 
functional our refineries. 
Our 22 depots should be sup- 
plied with com m odity on 
time, and a machinery should 
be set in m otion to check 
eases o f ‘abuse’ and or ‘mis­
use’.

*Finally, the “fuel mafia” 
should fear God-their creator 
and comply and co-operate 
with the government in the 
name o f humanity, fairness, 
and dem ocracy (som e o f  
them may likely be demo­
crats in real life!)

Deregulation as argued in 
this contribution is not the 
best answer for now no mat­
ter its beauty as economic 
policy. The simple and fun­
damental answers are: em­
powering PPMC, checking 
smuggling, manning filling 
stations, giving constant sup­
ply of the product to the de­
pots, and“fuel-mafia” to fear 
God and see the plight o f the 
nation and desist from their 
ways. This, to me is the al­
ternative to deregulation.

Umar Jibril, is o f  the 
Dept, o f  English, University 
o f  Jos.
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N igeria is really an 
interesting country, 
for peo p le  tha t 

don’t know, all they need do 
is to read newspapers and 
magazines. For those that 
everyday hardship has made 
to re trea t to the fa rthest 
corners o f  indignity, they 
need not worry about their 
dim inished hope but take 
so lace in the  fac t tha t, 
someday very soon, God will 
in te rv en e . T hus, w hen 
Priests speak, many people 
regard their utterances as the 
much awaited message from 
God to rescue them from the 
clutches o f poverty________

The primate in murky waters
So it was recently when 

Primate Mbang, President o f 
Christian Association o f Ni­
g eria  (C A N ) open ly  en ­
dorsed President Obasanjo 
for a second term for 2003 
p residen tia l e lec tions by 
vowing to personally lead 
O basanjo’s cam paign. As 
usual, many o f his flock may 
have thought that Primate 
M bang revealed  a divine 
message because according 
to him , Obasanjo has per­
formed very well. Right or 
wrong, the fact is that the ac­

claimed man o f God has spo­
ken.

H ow ever, the popu lar 
opinion on the street is that 
Prim ate M bang shou ldn’t 
have spoken on such a highly 
controversial issue, except he 
wants to ascribe Nigerians to 
the b iblical Israelites that 
cried to God for a leader and 
got Saul in return. For a 
highly respected man o f God 
to delve into the murky wa­
ters o f politics is to say the 
least inarticulate.

Prim ate M bang has no

business engaging in politics 
the way and manner he did, 
besides, Priests are not politi­
cal syncophants but at best 
political commentators. So 
when a Priest comes out to 
endorse a President that many 
people rate his performance 
as grossly below expectation, 
it calls to question the moral 
uprightness of such a man of 
God.

Presently, the economic 
and social situations in Nige­
ria are nothing to write home 
about. Except if Mbang wants

Nigerians to believe that he 
feels differently about the 
O basanjo adm inistration’s 
performance. The indices of 
abject poverty, insecurity o f 
lives and property, rising in­
flation are all too visible for 
any discerning mind to clas­
sify the administration as per­
forming well.

Most Nigerians know that 
the only thing Obasanjo has 
done with full concentration 
is the probe of the Abachas 
against the very fact that he 
has closed his eyes and ears

to the atrocities committed by 
General Babangida, the man 
who Nigerians believe con­
ducted the most corrupt re­
gim e. It is good Prim ate 
Mbang has spoken, but it is 
very bad that he was not very 
sincere. I strongly feel the 
Primate needs to be more ar­
ticulate in order not to draw 
unnecessary ridicule and op­
probrium  to his flock and 
himself in particular.

Dr. Obijiofor Uchenna 
R oland, A m brose  A ili  
U niversity, Ekpoma, Edo  
state.

Fuel crisis and deregulation

The occurrence o f fuel 
c ris is  has taken  a 
solid position in the 

everyday existence o f  our 
great nation. Regimes from 
General Babangida to date 
have had this gai^antuan 
problem but it seems all o f 
them paid lip-service to solv­
ing it. From ail logical con­
clusions, the scarcity o f pe­
troleum products during this 
Period o f our nascent democ­
racy has brought g reater 
hardship to N igerians be­
cause the average Nigerian’s 
p u rch asin g  pow er has 
greatly been affected by the 
biting inflation caused by the 
policies o f the Obasanjo ad­
ministration.

It is surprising that the 
O basanjo-led governm ent

with its posturing as an anti 
corruption crusader has not 
been able to use its financial 
might and security apparatus 
to check the problems o f fuel 
scarcity. Indeed, what this 
shows is that the present ad­
ministration lacks the politi­
cal and moral will to address 
issues o f great importance. 
For a dem ocratic govern­
ment to allow this chaotic 
situation to escalate to the 
extent o f creating room for 
the acceptance o f deregula­
tion o f petroleum products as 
a ready solution is very dis­
heartening. Many questions 
are cropping up regarding 
the relationship between the 
availab ility  o f  petro leum  
products and deregulation. 
The popular suspicion on -

the -streets is that deregula­
tion will not guarantee avail­
ability o f fuel, therefore, any 
increase in the price o f pe­
troleum products in whatever 
form or language it comes; 
will add to the impoverished 
status o f the common man.

At times I get amused at 
the various reasons the gov­
ernm ent o f  O basanjo has 
dished out for it’s abysmal 
performance especially on 
this vital issue of fuel scar­
city . In itia lly , P residen t 
Obasanjo attributed the fuel 
crises to the Gen. Abacha’s 
regim e, but now it’s over 
twenty months his adminis­
tration came to power, yet, 
things have only changed in 
the negative. Thus, bringing 
about further deterioration to

the oil sector. If  one wants to 
be realistic, one must agree 
w ith the view s o f  Adam s 
Oshiomole NLC president, 
when he opined that the prob­
lem we have is more o f dis­
tribution than availability and 
this is because o f the corrupt 
nature o f  a large majority o f 
Nigerians and most impor­
tantly, the ineptitude o f the 
government o f the day.

Government cannot claim 
ignorance  o f  any o ther 
solution to fuel crisis except 
increase in the pump price of 
fuel. It’s high time the key 
players o f  the O basanjo’s 
regime stopped playing on 
the intelligence o f those on 
whose mandate they rose to 
power.

Bakare Sul in, Mobil Pro­
ducing Nigeria Unlimited, 
Eket, Akwa Ibom State.

H ow M acedonia got the E U ’s nod
^ —  p n n n t n /  in  P i irr»r\F* T n w a r H *

Customs officers are being 
killed silently!

The international media 
w ere agog recently  
w ith  new s tha t the 

European Union has given a 
thumbs-up to Macedonia and 
w as organ izing  a special 
secu rity  package fo r the 
coun try , in add iton  to 
g ran tin g  M acedon ia  fu ll 
membership o f the E.U.

It is not surprising that 
th is  cam e soon a fte r  the 
latter’s unwarranted aggres­
sion against Ethnic Albanian 
Muslims in Tetovo.

It was a typical case o f 
media complicity when foot­
age o f a film supposedly 
taken o f  a few militant Alba- 
nian rebels was repeatedly

shown on these foreign me­
dia, a few days before the 
commencement o f  the ag­
gression. While no one can 
say for sure that the few 
seem ingly arm ed soldiers 
creeping in groups o f twos 
and threes were really Ethnic 
A lb an ians m oving  into 
Macedonia to launch attacks 
on behalf o f  their minority 
brothers living there, the ac­
companying report insisted it 
w as ju s t  tha t. Even the 
M acedon ian  au th o ritie s  
didn’t seem too keen to do 
much at first. But then re­
peated warnings o f a possible 
guerilla attack finally got the 
b e tte r  o f  them  and they

launched such firepower of­
fensive that one would think 
that they  w ere figh ting  a 
whole country rather than the 
reported 300 rebels. As usual, 
the attack was extended to the 
c iv ilian  pop u la tio n  and 
defenceless hijab-w earing 
women were shown fleeing 
to safety.

N ot unexpectedly, an­
o ther c iv ilian  a ttack  was 
launched inside Kosovo it­
self. All this is not a surprise 
to whoever has witnessed the 
Serbian aggression in Bosnia 
and most recently in Kosovo. 
There is really a determined 
effort by the E.U. not to al­
low the rise o f  a M uslim

country in Europe. Towards 
th is end, any seem ing ly  
strong Muslim community 
has to be finished at the ear­
liest opportunity, hence the 
lates show in Tetovo. While 
I pray for all those killed in 
Tetovo and also pray for re­
newed faith for survivors, I 
hasten to tell the E.U. that the 
Holy Quran says “They plan 
and Allah plans, and the 
best o f planners is Allah”. 
This is why they are battling 
the “foot and mouth” today 
and will battle something else 
tomorrow. Allah’s promise 
must come to pass.

F atim a A bdullahi, Uh  
Dosa. Kaduna.____________

I decided to make our 
p ro trac ted  su fferings 
p u b lic  to  a le r t th e ir  

excellencies, the president 
and h is  V ice , the
honourable finance minister 
and  th e  H o n o u ra b le  
m em bers o f  the N ational 
Assembly, on the absolute 
and gross neglect which the 
O fficers and M en o f  the 
N igeria Custom s Service 
(NCS) are silently subjected 
to. The NCS is a federal 
department entrusted with 
som e re sp o n s ib ili t ie s . 
A m ong  w h ich  is the 
suppression o f  smuggling 
o f  item s and  eco n o m ic  
documents into or out o f the 
country, the assessment and 
collection o f customs duties 
on du tiab le  im ports and 
ex p o rts . It a lso  ensures 
conform ity  w ith the laid 
down rules and regulations 
in the setting up o f factories. 
It further ensures payment 
o f  excise duties on locally 
m an u fac tu red  ex c isab le  
products and also ensures 
com pliance w ith govern­
ment rules and regulations 
in many international trade 
and businesses pertaining 
import and export within its 
jurisdiction.

The NCS is second to 
the oil sector in revenue 
generation to the Federa­
tion. The Customs Service

goes as far as complement­
ing the security agencies ef­
forts in terms o f  checking il­
legal importations o f  arms 
and ammunition.

Since the inception o f  
the present regime and as­
sumption o f  Customs affairs 
by Alh. Aliyu Mustapha, the 
Customs for reasons yet to 
be made known to us have 
not been paid their monthly 
salaries as and when due. 
They are mostly paid in the 
second, third or even fourth 
w eek  o f  a su cceed in g  
month. Most o f  us are fam­
ily men and women in addi­
tion  to som e dependants 
from extended families.

I on behalf o f my col­
leagues therefore, appeal to 
the authorities concerned in­
cluding the federal informa­
tion ministry and the media 
houses to urgently come to 
our aid before things go out 
o f  hand. We want the gov­
ernment o f  the federation to 
investigate the activities o f 
the Customs Comptroller- 
GenSral, his Deputies and 
assistants, particularly those 
that are in charge o f  A c­
counts and F.A .T.S -  Fi­
nance, Administration and 
Technical Services.

Saddam Bwallah, Nige­
ria Customs Service, Cus- 
tomsM ouse, Maiduguri.
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PETROLEUM PRODUCTS SUPPLY 
AND DISTRIBUTION CHANNEL

SITUATION 1 - Regulated

W H E R E  W E  A R E :
i.e MONOPOLY CONTROL BY NNPC  

AS THE ONLY SOURCE OF PRIM ­
ARY SU PPLIES OF PETROLEUM  
PRO DUCTS.

SITUATION 2 - Deregulated

W H E R E  W E  H O P E  T O  B E :

CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER CONSUMER

AVAILABILITY PLUS FREEDOM OF CHOICE

\> PIPELINES

MAJOR &
INDEPENDENT
MARKETERS

TANKER
OWNERS
ASSOCIATION

RETAIL
OUTLETS

CONSUM ER

Don't Enslave Yourself.
S i t u a t i o n

In this monopolistic chain, NNPC remains the only source of original supply 
of products. Other links in the distribution chain are totally dependent on 
NNPC. both for refined and imported products. Since there is no alternative 
source of supply, any player in this controlled market can hold the 
entire nation to ransom: sometimes it may be the marketers, tanker owners, 
tanker drivers, the supply depots. This chain of supply is so rigid and unstable 
that any small mistake by any player in the chain causes nationwide disruption.

Surely. Nigeria is too robust and too huge a market to be served by NNPC 
aione. It makes a lot of sense to allow other players who have the capacity 
to also supply this market through setting up refineries and importation of 
products. This is the true essence of deregulation, i.e opening up the market 
to more s u p p lie r s , so  that the co n su m e r can be k in g .

Break the Chain Of 
Monopoly

A  D E R E G U L A T E D  M A R K E T means breaking the present monopoly 

to allow other competent sup pliers to refine or import products, 

instead of only N N PC. Essentially deregulation means market liberalization; 

that is opening the market to other investors.

Many channels of supply will clearly ensure adeouate supply in every part of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria. Com petition among such competent suppliers 

w ill s ta b iliz e  p r ic e s , g u ara n te e  re g u la r su p p lie s  and m ake the 

consumer king with freedom of choice. This is the essence of deregulation.

PUBLICITY C O M M ITT E E ON PETRO LEU M  
P R O D UC T S SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION

%
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T r u s t In t e r n a t io n a l Foreign & Diplomatic

Sino-American relations and global security
The past two weeks have seen the United States and China firing verbal war heads over the 
collision o f a U.S. spy plane with a Chinese fighter jet. Foreign desk editor, Kevin Ebele 
Adinnu, re-examines the relations between the two countries vis-a-vis global security.

The collision, on April 1, o f  a 
U.S. spy plane w ith a Chi 
nese  f ig h te r  je t  o v e r the 

South China Sea has ojjce again 
brought to a boiling point the sim­
mering relations between the United 
States and China.

Through hot, verbal exchanges, 
the two countries remind the world 
o f  the war o f  words betw een the 
fo rm e r  S o v ie t lead er, N ik ita  
K hrushchev  and P residen t John 
K ennedy o f  the U .S. during the 
Cuba missile crisis o f  1962.

One cannot help but simulate the 
tension and global insecurity that 
ensnared the world throughout the 
cold war era.

In the latest row, U.S. and China 
have pushed hardline positions with 
little prospect o f  either side blink­
ing. C h ina has co n sis ten tly  d e ­
manded an apology from the United 
States for violating the principle o f 
‘free over-flight”, entering its ter­

ritorial space without approval and being 
responsible for the collision.

The U nited States, however, rejected 
Beijing’s claim and requested that China 
release the 24-man crew o f its Navy sur­
veillance plane, EP-3. The commander o f 
the U.S. Pacific military forces went fur­
ther and accused China o f  playing “bumper 
cars in the air.”

P re s id e n t G eorge  W.
Bush, apart from  express­
ing regret over the incident, 
has refused to apologise to 
Beijing.

This face-off is yet an­
other indication o f  the sud­
den , and u n ex p ec ted , 
changes in the global stra­
tegic equation since the en­
try o f  President Bush into 
the White House.

Following the demise of 
the Soviet Union in 1991, the 
arch-rival o f  the U.S. in the 
cold war era, President Bill 
Clinton in 1992 embarked 
on a new strategic initiative 
tow ards E aste rn  E urope, 
which he christened “part­
ne rsh ip  fo r p eace” . T his 
new initiative, apart from  
hastening the disintegration 
o f  the E astem -bloc’s War­
saw pact, paved way for the
abso rp tion  o f  the fo rm er Chinese President Jiang Zemin.

W arsaw Pact countries like Poland and 
Hungary into the NATO alliance.

The new strategic concept, “Partner­
ship for Peace” enabled the U.S. to pre­
side  w ith o u t m uch ran co u r, o v e r the  
balkanisation o f  its ideological arch - en­
em y and, made NATO, a cold war a lli­
ance, relevant in a Post-cold w ar world.

There is no doubting the fact that presi­
dent Clinton, using NATO and his strate­
gic doctrine, maintained the cohesion o f 
the West in spite o f  the disagreement that 
arose w ith the NATO’s bombing raid o f 
Kosovo.

H ow ever, on assum ption  o f  office,
President Bush announced plans to build

U.S.Defence Attache, Brigadier-General Neal Sealock (I) backs Chen si, Director General o f  Chinese Foreign Affairs
office at Hainan Province after a jo in t press conference.

a missile defence system— a nuclear um ­
brella— to protect U.S. from the so-called 
rogue states.

Ever since, NATO countries like France 
have become as strident as Russia and china 
in criticising the plan. Russia and China see 
the policy as the beginning o f another arms 
race characteristic o f the Cold War era. 

Ever since, alliances have been shifting

(Reuters)

visit o f  President Khatami o f  Iran to Mos­
cow and the latter’s agreement to arm Iran 
is case in point.

Russia has already flaunted its techno­
logical ability by successfully bringing out 
o f  orbit its M ir space station w ithout as­
sistance from the United States, an indica­
tion that it is ready to engage the new lead­
ership in the White House.

(AP)

as seen in the increasing cooperation be­
tween China and Russia. Russia has been 
making conscious efforts to repair the re­
lations with her former allies. The recent

U.S.President George Bush

The cat-and-mouse diplomacy between 
the U.S. and China is not new, revolving 
greatly around U.S. relations with Taiwan, 
which China, since the Chinese Revolu-

“The present fa ce -o ff is generally rolling the earth to the 
precipice o f  dizzying fea r  and insecurity, which pervaded  
the cold war era. Although national pride is at stake, 
United States and China should spare the world o f  night­
marish cold war memories that are seemingly on the verge 
o f  becoming real once again. ”

tion o f 1949, considers as a renegade prov 
ince.

In 1979, the U.S. Congress passed tht 
Taiwan Relations Act reaffirming commit 
ment to Taiwan and pledging to maintair 
arms sale to the Island. Ever since, mutua 
su sp ic io n  b o rd e rin g  on se c u rity  ha 
characterised Sino-U.S. relations, in spit* 

o f  h igh  v is its  to  each  o th e r ’s 
country by their leaders.

This suspicion peaked with the 
U.S. sale o f  150 F-16 flighter jets 
to Taiwan, in September 1992 

The United States in 1989 im­
posed sanctions on Beijing afte 
the Tiananmen Square pro-democ 
racy demonstration which China’: 
People’s Liberation Army crushed.

The relations between the twe 
c o u n trie s  fa red  b e tte r  unde 
Clinton who in 1993 launched 
policy o f  “Strategic Patnership 
with China and in 1994 droppec 
the policy o f linking China’s an 
nual M ost Favoured Nation sta 
tus to human rights.

However, when two U.S. air­
craft-carriers surfaced o ff Taiwar 
coasts to check Chinese missilt 
tests and war games calculated t( 
stop Taiwan from declaring its in 
dependence fo llow ing  its 199f

Presidential elections, the amity betweer 
them dipped again.

Diplom atic ties between them plum 
meted in 1999  after NATO had bombet 
the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, killing 
three Chinese journalists.

No single event like that incident rallie( 
the Chinese behind their government de 
spite an apology from NATO. It was ai 
this instance that Beijing suspended talks 

w ith the U.S. vis-a-vis the 
w orld T rade O rganisatior 
(W TO).

President G eorge Busl 
on assumption o f office sub­
stituted his policy o f  “stra 
teg ic  c o m p e titio n ” w itl 
China for C linton’s “strate 
gic partnership” and kickec 
off the competition by issu­
ing, on February 26, a criti 
ca l rep o rt condem ning 
Beijing’s human rights recorc 
as well as criticising China ai 
the United Nations Humai 
Rights Commission in Geneva 

Before the latest row ovei 
the U.S. spy plane China, hat 
on M arch 23, warned U.S 
against selling high tech weap 
ons to Taiwan, saying that 
could provoke war.

The present face-o ff is 
generally rolling the earth tc 

(Reuters) the precipice o f  dizzying feai 

and insecurity, w hich p e r ­

vaded the Cold War era.
A lthough national pride is at stake 

United States and China should spare the 
world nightmarish cold war memories that 
are seemingly on the verge o f  becoming real 
once again. Even Nikita Khrushchev’ in 1962 
had to swallow national pride and save the 
world from nuclear annihilation.

The curren t hardening o f  positions 
should be tempered. The expression o f  re­
gret by the United States over the incident 
is welcome but more certainly needs to be 
done for global security.

N.B: U.S. apologised to China yester­
day.



Page 1 0 Daily, A,, \ Trust Thursday, April 12, 2001

T r u s t 1N T E R  N A T IO N A L AFRICA &c I I IF, MIDDLE EAST

Brie fly
Kenyans face starvation

M ore than four m illion 
people in Kenya are fac­

ing starvation from years o f 
drought, according to a joint 
statement by more than 40 aid 
agencies.

They said the international 
community had responded in­
adequately to a series o f ap­
peals for food, and urged gov­
ernment and donors to support 
the Kenyan governm ent and 
the United Nations World Food 
Programme.

The aid agencies said that 
despite recent rain in some 
parts o f the country, food short­
ages in Kenya's north and east 
remained acute and supplies 
could run out later this month 
in some areas.

They said Kenyan farmers 
have never recovered from a 
series o f crop failures.

Hundreds o f  thousands o f 
livestock have died, depriving 
rural communities of their only 
sources o f livelihood.

The agencies said donors 
had responded well to similar 
appeals last year and urged 
them not to fall victim to aid 
fatigue.

Very few  p ledges have 
been made so far to a Febru­
ary appeal for $89m by the 
Kenyan Government and the 
UN World Food Programme, 
the statement said.

"This has been the worst 
drought that Kenya has faced 
in liv ing  m em ory," Em m a 
N aylor, hum an itarian  pro 
g ram m e c o o rd in a to r fo r 
Oxfam Great Britain said.

Lusophone Summit

President dos Santos o f  An­
gola has opened a summit 

o f Portuguese-speaking Afri 
can countries with an appeal to 
improve ways o f  preventing 
conflicts.

M r dos Santos said a re­
gional and international effort 
was needed to safeguard peace, 
security and sovereignty. He 
added that Angola would hold 
general e lec tions once the 
country's long-running civil 
war had ended.

Heads o f state from all five 
Lusophone countries are at­
tending the m eeting in the 
Angolan capital, Luanda — the 
first tim e they 've com e to 
gether for nearly ten years.

D uring the sum m it, the 
leaders o f  Angola, M ozam ­
bique, Cape Verde, G uinea 
Bissau and Sao Tome are ex­
pected to approve a mechanism 
fo r ho ld ing  such m eetings 
more regularly.

Mauritania arrests 
opposition leader

T he o p p o sitio n  P opu lar 
Front party in Mauritania 

has condemned the arrest o f its 
leader, M oham ed L em ine 
Ch'bih ould Cheikh Melainine, 
calling it arbitrary and unjus­
tified.

In a statement, the party 
said the move added to what it 
described as the sad record of 
human rights violations by the 
country's autocratic rulers.

M r M elainine, who was 
runner-up in the 1997 presi­
dential election, was arrested 
in the capital Nouakchott on 
Sunday.

Police said he was being 
questioned over allegations of 
inciting violence. In another 
development, the Mauritanian 
authorities said they were rec­
ognising six new political par­
ties, bringing to nearly thirty 
the number registered since a 
multi-party system was intro 
duced almost a decade ago

Israeli tanks attack 
refugee camp

President Joseph Kabila o f  the Democratic Republic o f  Congo, who sacked his entire cabi­
net April 4, gestures while holding an earphone during a news conference at the United 
Nations European headquarters in Geneva March 30. (Reuters)

S Africa approves artificial blood
South A frica  has be 

come the first country 
in the w orld to ap­

prove a product which can be 
used as an alternative to hu­
man blood in transfusions.

Its manufacturers say it 
eliminates the risk of patients 
being treated with contami­
nated blood which may con­
tain disease carrying agents 
such as the HIV virus.

The product, Hemopure, 
was developed by a US- 
based biotechnology com ­
pany, Biopure, and it is made 
from cow's haemoglobin.

It acts like red  blood 
cells, carrying oxygen to the 
body's tissues and can be 
used w ith patients o f  any 
blood type.

H ow ever, som e
reasearch ers  have ra ised  
fears that any medical prod­
uct m ade from  anim als 
presents a risk o f introducing 
new diseases to people.

And some believe that 
cow-based artificial blood 
should not be used on hu­
mans until BSE - mad cow 
disease - has been eradicated.

C arl R ausch, CEO o f 
Biopure, said that South Af­
rica 's  M edicines C ontrol 
Council had approved the 
use o f  Hem opure to treat 
acute anemia in surgery pa­
tients.

S ide effec ts  include 
sligh tly  increased risk  o f  
stomach pain, weakness, hy­
pertension, jaundice and nau­
sea.

But its problems are no 
greater than those associated 
with regular blood transfu­
sions, Biopure officials said.

Additionally donor blood 
must be refrigerated and can 
only be stored for 42 days, 
w hile  H em opure can be 
stored at room temperature 
and last for two years.

Dr. Luc N o el, co ­
ordinator for blood transfu­
sion  safety  at the  W orld

Health Organisation in Ge­
neva, said Hemopure could 
be an important substitute for 
blood transfusions in devel­
oping countries with short­
ages o f safe blood, provided 
the product was reasonably 
priced.

He also cautioned that its 
use should be closely moni­
tored to detect side effects.

"If there is any alternative 
that is safer than the poten­
tial risks o f transfusions, then 
it should be used," he said.

Dr R ichard Friedland, 
CEO o f Netcare, the health 
care com pany that jo in tly  
holds the license to the prod­
uct in South Africa, declined 
to say how much the prod­
uct would sell for.

However, he said devel­
oping countries would pay

less than wealthy countries.
H em opure is the first 

blood substitute approved for 
use in humans.

Biopure has already re­
ceived approval in the United 
States and Europe for a dif­
ferent blood substitute for 
dogs.

Israeli tanks and bulldoz 
ers have entered a Pales 
tinian refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip and destroyed 

a number o f buildings.
It is the first such opera­

tion since the Palestinian up­
rising began six months ago.

Witnesses said the tanks 
fired shells and m achine- 
guns as they advanced into 
the Khan Yunis camp.

This sparked fierce fight­
ing, in which at least 20 Pal­
estinians were wounded, and 
casts doubt on US efforts to 
convene a meeting o f Israeli 
and Palestinian security of­
ficials.

The Israeli army said the 
operation was launched to 
remove a sand embankment 
which was used by Palestin­
ian gunm en to shoo t at 
nearby Jewish settlements.

Palestinians responded to 
the attack by firing mortars 
on a Jewish settlement.

The Israeli action, on 
Tuesday night, was opposed 
by hundreds o f armed Pales­
tinian civilians and security 
forces, witnesses said.

Khan Younis has been the 
scene o f  some o f the most 
intense fighting in more than 
six m onths o f  Palestinian 
uprising.

L oudspeakers in the 
camp had called for every 
resident who had a weapon 
to take it up and defend him­
self.

The camp's power was 
cut, cloaking the clashes in 
nearly total darkness.

Earlier, a Palestinian of­
ficial had said senior Israeli 
and Palestinian security of­
ficials would meet to try to 
bring an end to six months 
o f violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza.

The latest violence has 
cast doubt on whether the 
new round o f security talks 
would go ahead.

As part o f a separate at­
tempt to revive peace talks, 
Labour member o f the Israeli 
parliament and former peace 
negotiator, Yossi Beilin, was 
expected to meet Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat yester­
day, according to Israeli ra­
dio.

The latest fighting fol­
lows Tuesday's Israeli rocket 
attack on the Palestinian na­
val and military intelligence 
bases in Beit Lahia, south of 
Nisanit.

A Palestinian m ilitary 
doctor was killed and at least 
17 other people were injured.

A bout a dozen others 
were injured in a tank shell 
attack on a military intelli­
gence base in Deir el-Balah.

The Israeli army said the 
attack  on the Palestin ian  
m ilitary  intelligence base 
was in retaliation for three 
mortar bombs fired at a Jew­
ish settlement in Gaza earlier 
on Tuesday.

Rabbi calls for annihilation of Arabs
The spiritual leader o f  Is 

rae l's  u ltra -o rth o d o x  
Shas party, Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef, has provoked outrage 
with a sermon calling for the 
annihilation o f Arabs.

"It is forbidden to be mer­
ciful to them. You must send 
missiles to them and annihi­
late them. They are evil and 
damnable," he was quoted as 
saying in a sermon delivered

on Monday to mark the Jew­
ish festival o f Passover.

Rabbi Yosef is one o f  the 
most powerful religious fig­
ures in Israel. He is known 
for his outspoken comments 
and has in the past referred 
to the Arabs as "vipers".

As founder and spiritual 
leader o f the political party 
Shas, Rabbi Yosef is held in

Nigeria joins ISESCO

N igeria on Tuesday 
becam e the 46th  
m em ber o f  the 
Rabat-based Islamic Organi­

sation for Education, Sci­
ences and culture (ISESCO).

Nigeria's ambassador to 
Morocco, Abdullah Chawni,

signed  the m em bersh ip  
document at a ceremony wit­
nessed by the organisation's 
director general, Abdelaziz 
Ben Othmane Al-Twaijri.

According to 1996 statis­
tics, at least 55 million o f 
Nigeria's 115 million people 
were Muslims._____________

The o b jec tiv es  o f  
ISESCO, an international in­
stitution under the Organisa­
tion of the Islamic Confer­
ence is to encourage co-op­
eration among member states 
in the sectors o f education, 
science, culture and commu­
nication.

M alawi stops by-election
A by-election in Malawi 

has been cancelled 
follow ing political 

clashes that left one person 
dead.

The M alawi E lectoral 
Com m ission (MEC) an­
nounced an indefinite post­
ponement of the by-election in 
the Blantyre Rural East con­
stituency.

The commission's press 
officer Fergus Lipenga said 
that all seven commissioners 
were unanimous that going 
ahead with the by-election 
would be unreasonable be­
cause the violence could affect 
the fairness of the polls.

"A life has been lost here, 
life is serious business. We

can't allow the by-elections to 
go ahead regardless," he said.

Tension was high in the 
run-up to the key poll because 
both the ruling party and the 
main opposition are desperate 
to restore confidence amongst 
the electorate at large.

The MEC is awaiting a re­
port from the police on what 
actually happened to spark the 
unprecedented violence that 
led to the death of a ruling 
U nited D em ocratic Front 
(UDF) supporter.

Mr Lipenga said the com­
mission has also agreed to sus­
pend campaigning in the con­
stituency to allow tempers to 
cool following the weekend's 
clashes.

The MEC will now work 
with both the UDF and the 
main opposition Malawi Con­
gress Party (MCP) to ensure 
that political violence does not 
erupt again when campaigning 
resumes.

Initial police investiga­
tions indicate that the UDF 
supporter, Duncan Kanjuchi, 
was killed when members of 
his party clashed with the op­
position MCP.

The opposition party was 
due to hold a joint rally with 
the National Democratic Alli­
ance pressure group in the con­
stituency.

Police have since arrested 
seven MCP supporters includ­
ing the party's parliamentary 
candidate Levison Mlauzi.

almost saintly regard by hun­
dreds o f  thousands o f Jews 
o f Middle Eastern and North 
African origin.

The Palestinian Author­
ity has condemned the ser­
mon as racist and is calling 
on international organisa­
tions to treat the rabbi as a 
war criminal.

Rabbi Yosef said in his 
sermon that enemies have 
tried to hurt the Jewish peo­
ple from the time o f the exo­
dus from Egypt to this day.

"The Lord shall return the 
Arabs' deeds on their own 
heads, waste their seed and 
exterminate them, devastate 
them and vanish them from 
this world," he said.

Shas spokesman, Yitzhaq 
Suderi, defended the rabbi, 
saying his remarks referred 
only to "Arab murderers and 
terrorists" and not the Arab 
people as a whole.

Palestinian cabinet min­
ister Hassan Asfur urged in­
ternational civil institutions 
and human rights organisa­
tions to consider Rabbi Yosef 
a war criminal in future.

The utterances were "a 
clear call for murder and a 
political and intellectual ter­
rorism that will lead to mili­
tary terrorism", he said in re­
marks reported on Palestin­
ian radio.

He added that no punish­
ment would come from Israel 
"because its political culture 
and action are in line with 
[Aie rabbi's] rac ist state- 
ments".___________________
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Bin Laden’s ‘message’ causes confusion
A statement allegedly 

issued by Saudi dis 
sident, Osama bin 

Laden, who is wanted on ter­
rorism charges in the United 
States, has caused confusion 
in Pakistan.

Delegates at an Islamic 
conference in Pakistan said 
a message from bin Laden, 
calling on the Muslim world 
to support the Taleban, was 
read out to them.

But the organisers o f the 
rally denied this, saying the 
Saudi dissident had not been 
invited to attend the meeting, 
w hich is being  held  in 
Peshawar near the Afghan 
border.

There are only rumours 
about Osama... but there has 
been no message from him,” 
a conference spokesm an, 
Mohammad Rahim Haqqani, 
told Reuters.

The only m essage re ­
ceived from A fghanistan, 
they said, was one from  
Taleban leader, M ullah 
Mohammad Omar.

The recorded statement 
said to be from the Saudi dis­
sident was played to tens of 
thousands o f Muslims who 
had gathered for the rally 
near Peshawar.

In it, bin Laden apparently 
told them that Afghanistan 
was the only country in the 
world with a real Islamic sys­
tem, and that all Muslims 
should show loyalty to the 
A fghan Taleban leader, 
Mullah Mohammad Omar.

He is also said to have 
urged the gathering to influ­
ence young people to go to 
Afghanistan for military train­
ing.

The Taleban have been 
sheltering bin Laden in defi­
ance of demands by the US 
for his extradition to face 
charges in connection with 
bomb attacks on US embas­
sies in East Africa.

Meanwhile, the military 
government o f Pakistan de­
nied showing favouritism to­
wards Islamic groups by al­
lowing the huge three-day

gathering, despite a ban on 
rallies.

A government spokes­
man said it was a purely reli­
gious gathering and these 
were permitted.

During the conference, 
Mullah Omar attacked the 
United Nations as a Western 
tool and urged resistance 
from a united Muslim front, 
state radio reported.

“The infidel world is not 
letting Muslims form a gov­
ernment of their own choice,” 
he was quoted as saying in a 
message to the conference.

“They want to resist Jihad 
[holy war] and destroy the 
Islamic system ,” he said. 
“T herefo re , under the 
present critical situation, 
Muslim unity is needed.” 

Organisers o f the confer­
ence pledged their support 
for Taleban and blam ed 
Western conspiracies for dis­
cord among Muslims.

Powell tours Europe
T   ' .......

I he American Secre 
tary o f  State, Colin 
Powell, arrived Paris 

yesterday at the start o f a 
three-day European tour, ex­
pected  to focus on the 
Balkans.

M r Pow ell w ilj m eet 
French leaders before hold­
ing talks with the six-nation 
Contact Group on the region.

The meeting with the for-

C h in a to free U S  air crew
China has said it will release 
the US air crew on humani­
tarian gounds, Chinese state 
media has report yesterday.

A statement read on tele­
vision and radio said the 
A m ericans w ould be re ­
leased as soon as “appropri­
ate travel procedures were 
completed”.

On Tuesday, both sides 
in the spy plane dispute ap­
peared to be edging towards 
resolution o f the dispute.

US State Department of­
ficials said that in a draft 
document offered to Beijing, 
the US expresses regret for 
landing on Chinese soil with­
out permission. The letter 
also regrets the loss o f the 
Chinese pilot who collided 
with the US plane.

Meanwhile, China’s state- 
run media began reporting 
comments made by US Sec­
retary of State Colin Powell 
three days ago, in which he 
expresses sorrow for last 
week’s collision of a US spy 
plane and a Chinese fighter.

The media reporting, cor­
respondents said, was pre­
paring public opinion for an 
announcement that a deal to

Italy threatens to close Vatican Radio

L

Italy has again threatened 
to shut down Vatican Ra 
dio if it fails to reduce lev­

els o f electro-magnetic radia­
tion from its transm itters 
within the next week.

The threat came despite 
a Vatican offer to cut some of 
its transmissions after Easter.

Italian Environment Min­
ister Wilier Bordon said the 
offer was “absolutely insuf­
ficient”.

The minister has accused 
Vatican Radio o f exceeding 
Italian laws on radiation and 
o f being a health hazard.

Mr Bordon told a news 
conference in Rome that he 
wanted a timetable from the 
radio  sta tion  illu stra ting  
when it would abide by the 
government’s regulations for 
electromagnetic emissions.

“We have negotiated un­
til the last [moment] to avoid 
taking measures we don’t 
want to take,” he said.

 it Italian law to
ted but we also

don’t want to prevent the 
voice of the Pope from reach­
ing all parts o f the world.”

Last month, Mr Bordon 
threatened to cut off all elec­
tricity to the radio’s transmis­
sion centre on Rome’s out­
skirts.

Residents have claimed 
that the radio’s transmitters 
have led to a higher incidence 
of leukaemia in the area.

Vatican Radio spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro-Vails said 
the government had raised 
“unjustified alarm” and re­
jected allegations that the 
Vatican did not care about the 
health o f local residents.

On Monday the station, 
which broadcasts the Pope’s 
speeches and events to the 
world in some 40 languages, 
said it would reduce half of 
its medium-wave transmis­
sions, after tests ordered by 
the environm ent m inistry 
confirmed that the transmis­
sions violated Italian : 
dards.

return the crew of the US spy 
plane had been reached.

The two sides had been 
locked in a diplomatic dead­
lock for more than 10 days, 
with Washington refusing to 
meet Beijing demands for an 
apology.

The 24 crew members and 
the US surveillance plane are 
being held on the Chinese 
island of Hainan.

On Tuesday, C hinese 
President Jiang Zemin ex­
pressed confidence that an 
agreement could be reached 
with the US to end the dis­
pute.

“I trust in the ability of 
both countries to resolve this 
issue,” said Jiang, who is on 
a six-nation tour o f  Latin 
America.

US officials have refused 
to apologise outright be­

cause they do not believe the 
collision was their fault. The 
US also maintains that the ac­
cident occurred in interna­
tional airspace.

Correspondents said the 
precise wording, and the ex­
tent o f regret, offered by the 
US in writing was crucial be­
cause C hinese leaders 
needed something to show 
the public, whose sense o f 
outrage over the incident has 
been heightened by anti-US 
rhetoric in state media.

They also said Chinese 
officials appeared to be pre­
paring  to announce the 
death of the missing airman, 
Wang Wei.

The announcem ent o f  
the p ilo t’s death and the 
abandonment o f a massive 
search for him is being seen 
as a vital part o f bringing this

German nuclear cargo reaches border

T
hree shipments of Ger 
man nuclear waste 
have reached the bor­

der with France despite anti- 
nuclear campaigners’ efforts 
to stop the transports.

A t least 40 protesters 
were taken into custody af­
ter clashes with police near 
the Philippsburg  nuclear 
pow er station, and police 
detained 14 activists in Ba­
varia.

Campaigners from the en­
v ironm enta l group
Greenpeace chained them­
selves to railway tracks in 
several places, trying to pre­
vent spent radioactive fuel 
rods from being shipped to 
France for reprocessing.

T uesday ’s sh ipm ents 
were the first to be sent from 
German nuclear plants to 
France in three years, since a 
decision in 1998 to suspend 
such shipments following the 
discovery of high radiation 
levels during the handling of 
waste containers.

Last month, a train bring­
ing nuclear waste back from 
the same plant in France was 
delayed by up to 24 hours as 
p ro testers chained them ­
selves to the rails.

Anticipated protests at 
the Biblis power plant in 
Hessen never materialised, 
while in Philippsburg a ban 
on dem onstrations on the

railway line and at the plant 
itself led to 40 activists be­
ing held.

A number chained them­
selves to a train carrying fuel 
rods in the sta tion  o f  
Wuerzburg.

The latest protest actions 
come two weeks after thou­
sands o f protesters held up 
six containers o f  nuclear 
waste which were being re­
turned from France following 
reprocessing.

Protesters had hoped to 
repeat their earlier success, 
when it took 30,000 police 
officers across Germany to 
clear a path for the shipment.

Policing them cost more 
than $50m, and embarrassed 
the governing Red-Green 
coalition which is committed 
to ending nuclear pow er 
within 30 years.

Environm entalists say 
this is not fast enough, and 
have vowed to continue their 
protests until reprocessing 
abroad is halted.

The nuclear fuel rods be­
gan their journey in three 
German states - Bavaria, 
Baden-W uerttem berg and 
Hessen.

The president of the po­
lice in the state of Baden- 
Wuerttemberg, Erwin Hetger, 
had warned that he would not 
tolerate sit-down protests on 
the line.

dispute towards a conclu­
sion.

State media have lionized 
the pilot, Wang Wei, as a pa­
triot who crashed defending 
his country. More than 1,000 
military and civilian vessels 
have joined the search for 
him.

eign ministers of Russia, Brit­
ain, France, Italy and Ger­
many is likely be dominated 
by the recent outbreak of eth­
nic violence in Macedonia. 
They will also discuss the 
situation in Kosovo and Yu­
goslavia after the arrest of the 
former president, Slobodan 
Milosevic. The BBC’s Wash­
ington correspondent says 
Mr Powell has worked hard 
to convince America’s Euro­
pean allies that Washington 
does not intend to withdraw 
from the Balkans.

But he says recent ten­
sions in the region have put 
US policy toward the region 
again under scrutiny. Mr 
Powell is due to travel to 
M acedonia, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia-Hercegovina later in 
the week.

Canada nabs 36 stowaways

C anadian  o ffic ia ls  
have apprehended 
36 illegal immigrants 

hidden in shipping contain­
ers a fte r it arrived  in 
Vancouver.

The stow aw ays w ere 
found in two shipping con­
tainers aboard a ship from 
China.

Canadian immigration of­
ficials say the 30 men and six 
women are in good health.

The migrants spent 15 
days inside the pitch-dark, 
sealed metal containers on 
the stormy waters of the north 
Pacific Ocean.

They are continuing to 
search the ship, which has 
more than 300 containers on 
board.

Illegal im m igrants are 
found only rarely in Canada’s 
main Pacific ports and the mi­
grants arrested in Vancouver

were probably destined for 
the United States.

Police and immigration of­
ficials boarded the container 
ship Pretty River as soon as 
it a rrived  in the po rt o f  
Vancouver.

The ship’s captain had al­
ready sent out an alert say­
ing he believed he had sus­
picious cargo on board.

The Canadian police of­
ficer who boarded the ship 
said the conditions inside the 
containers were appalling.

Nevertheless, a prelimi­
nary check showed the stow­
aways to be in good health.

In fact it is unlikely that 
these migrants intended to 
come ashore in Canada at all.

The containers in which 
they were hidden were des­
tined for California, the Pretty 
River’s next port o f call.

Frank Wittebrood (I) and Peter Lemke, kissing afer Amsterdam  
Mayor, Job Cohen, da lly  ' d the gay couple on A pril 1.
(Reuters)
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
CALLING ALL FAAN PENSIONERS

The Management of the Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) is streamlining the payment of pension to its retired staff, 
to ensure that only those who are eligible receive their pensions and also do so promptly.
Consequently, the Authority is embarking on an audit of its pensioners all over the country between April 17th and May 25th, 2001, 
to ascertain the exact number of pensioners, their present addresses and so on.

As part of this measure, no pension allocation will be released to any airport for the month of March 2001. All pensioners 
will be paid by a crossed cheque issued from the Headquarters.

Senior officers from Headquarters will issue these cheques directly to pensioners at the different airports on the various 
dates indicated on the timetable below, using files collected from the Personnel Department.

To ensure that the exercise is successful, Management requires pensioners to submit the following documents to the paying 
officials:

Letter of engagement while in active service 
Letter of retirement 
Pensioners’ Identity Card
Bank Passbook or evidence of Current Account (Re-Bank A/C No 
January 2001 pay slip 
4 No passport photographs
They will also be required to fill and complete Pensioners’ Information Card to be countersigned by the paying officer 
from the Headquarters.

l.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

The timetable for the exercise is as follows.

S/N DATE AIRPORT

17th-19 th April Headquarters, MMA

2 . 17th-19 th April Ilorin

17th-19 th April Maiduguri

17th-19 th April Yola

5. 17th-19 th April Sokoto

6 . 17th-19 th April Ibadan

7. 18th—20th April Kaduna/Zaria

8. 18th—20th April Akure

23rd-25th April Abuja

10. 23rd-26th April Kano/Katsina

11. 23rd-26th April Port Harcourt

12. 25th -27th April Enugu/Makurdi

13. 25th -27th April Minna

14. 25th -27th April Benin

1)April Calabar

16. 23rd-25th May Jos

Pensioners are advised to go to the airport nearest to them for this exercise as non-compliance may result in the stoppage of their 
pensions.

Management
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IB U S I?

C hief S. O. Bakare, Chairman, Metropolitan Bank, Mr. Muyiwa Bakare, MD> o f  the Bank and ch ie f Godwin 
N. Anyichie, Director during the Board m em berf o f  the B ank' curtesy call on President Olusegun Obasanjo at 
the State House, Abuja. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

Braithwaite laments na­
tion’s economic woes

D r. Tunji
B ra ith w aite , the 
leader o f  the un­

registered Democratic Ad­
vance M ovement (DAM), 
has observed that the na­
tion’s inefficient infrastruc­
tu re  w as w orsen ing  the 
country’s economic woes.

Braithwaite, who spoke 
at a news conference in La­
gos said that the nation’s 
current democratic experi­
ence was also not encourag­
ing enough in-flow o f in­

vestment.
“It is so sad and frustrat­

ing that in Nigeria’s dishon­
est democracy, no person, 
institution or group o f per­
sons bears the responsibility 
for the improvement and or­
derly conduct o f business o f 
the people,” he stated.

The politician said that 
“the economic milieu is as 
uncharted as it is chaotic”, 
adding, “without efficient 
telecommunications, m od­
em road network, adequate

We cannot be stampeded over commodity exchange -  SEC
The Securities and Ex­

change Commission 
(SEC) has reiterated 

its stand on the modalities 
for establishing commodity 
exchange in the country, in­
sisting that it w ill not be 
stampeded into registering 
any organization that does 
not meet the required crite­
ria to establish the exchange.

The Chairman o f First 
African Commodity and Fu­
tu res  E xchange
(FA C O M EX ) L td ., Mr. 
Vitalis Nwaneri has recently 
petitioned the Presidency 
over what he described as

By Ahmed Shekarau

this position through a state­
ment issued by its head o f 
co rporate  affairs, Iliyasu 
Dhacko.

Okereke said at the first 
quarterly forum o f the Fi­
nance Correspondents Asso­
ciation o f  Nigeria (FICAN), 
in Abuja, that a new law has 
been introduced to allow for 
registration o f firms as com­
modity exchanges.

He said “there is no doubt 
that Nigeria stands to derive 
a lot o f  benefits from the 
commodity market, but we 
don’t want to be guided by 
such sentiments to register 
an organisation that does not

meet the requisite criteria”.
H e e m p h a s is e d  th a t  

SEC is “ e v e r- re a d y ” to 
r e g is te r  FA C O M E X  or 
any  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  
tha t fu lfills  the re q u ire ­
m ent in o rd e r to  ensure  
that the organisation does 
not fold-up along the line. 
He said A buja Stock Ex­
change was given a p ro ­
visional licence because it 
m et the criteria.

M e a n w h i l e ,  
FACOMEX had in its pe­
titio n  to the Presidency , 
a lleg ed  th a t it w ill lose  
about N70 m illion if  SEC 
denies it reg istration  as a 
com m odity exchange m ar­
ket. The firm ’s chairm an

e x p la in e d  f u r th e r  th a t  
what FACOMEX needed, 
“ ra th e r than S E C ’s to tal 
re je c tio n ” o f  its p ro je c ­
tions w as a “p rov isiona l 
licence” that w ould con­
so lid a te  local in v e s to rs ’ 
com m itm ent to its project.

He noted that his com ­
pany already had the sup­
p o r t  o f  15 in v e s to r s ,  
m ostly banks in the com ­
m odities exchange, stress­
in g  th a t  FA C O M E X  is 
read y  to  in v e s t a n o th e r 
N500 m illion as operating 
ca p ita l in to  the  v en tu re  
b u t n eed ed  th e  su p p o rt 
and  e v a lu a tio n  o f  SEC , 
the apex regulatory  body

in the m arket.
A ccording to N w aneri, 

the absence o f  a com m od­
ity exchange would make 
it d ifficu lt for the nation 
to m axm ise the benefits o f 
“g lobalisation ,” w hich he 
sa id  “ th riv e d  on b an k s, 
the capital m arket and the 
com m odity exchange.”

FACOMEX had signed 
a m em orandum  o f  under­
standing (M OU) w ith the 
N igerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) to use the facilities 
o f  the autom ated trading 
sy s tem  and  the  C en tra l 
S e c u ritie s  and C lea rin g  
System  (CSCS) for trad ­
ing in com m o d ities  and 
futures.

Malam A da mu Ciroma
SEC’s “brazen rejection” to 
its application to float what 
would have been Nigeria’s 
first commodity exchange.

SEC ’s deputy director 
and head  o f  M ergers & 
T akeover, Mr. C hris 
Okereke however reiterated 
the Commission’s stand on 
the issue , s tre ss in g  tha t 
“FACOMEX does not meet 
the requirement to be regis­
tered by SEC". The Com­
m ission had earlier stated

Environment Ministry to promote 
small and medium industries

The Minister o f Envi­
ronm ent, A lhaji 
Muhammadu Sa’id, 

has said that the m inistry 
will harness resources for the 
promotion of small and me­
dium scale enterprises.

He said such a move was 
necessary because great po­
tentials existed in the coun­
try for local and foreign earn­
ings in environment-related 
business.

In an address in Abuja at 
the on -go ing  3rd 
NIGERSTALG Trade and 
Tourism Fair, the minister, 
represented by the perm a­
nent secretary in the minis­
try, Mr. D.B. Usman said

however that such resources 
must be harnessed in such a 
manner that would not com­
promise environmental in­
tegrity.

He prom ised  that the 
ministry would co-operate 
w ith industries to provide 
technical support and ensure 
that the harnessing o f those 
env ironm en ta l resources 
were sustained. He further 
said that there were new op­
portunities for investment in 
the sector which encouraged 
the use o f by-products of ag­
ricultural and urban waste, 
for the production o f organic 
fertilizers, and urged inves­
tors not to hesitate to take ad­
vantage o f the opportunities.

Insured banks’ capital shortfall

Banks
Number Of 

Banks
Adjusted Share­

holders’ Fund (N’M)
Capital Require­

ments (N’M)

1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999

Merchant Banks 38 33 20,398.2 27326.9 2,182.6 Nil

Commercial Banks 51 57 41,208.3 77*224.1 15.972.1 Nil

industry 89* 90 61.606.5 99.951.0 18.154.7 Nil

Source: Bank Returns (NDIC).

infrastructure, electricity and 
energy to turn the wheel of 
industry, how will the coun­
try modernize and how can 
it do anything at all in an age 
w hen techno logy  is 
economy?”

Braithwaite urged Nige­
rians support devolution o f 
power, husbandry o f almost 
infinite and bottomless re­
sources of Nigeria can be re­
alized for rapid develop­
m ent” . He said that “the 
present weak national cur­
rency (the naira) is a curse 
to our people as well as to 
industrial growth,” adding, 
“but this will be addressed 
immediately by devolution 
o f  power”.

“There will be spontane­
ous agro-industrial activities 
in food production, export 
produce and manufacturing 
th roughou t all zones for 
g rea ter revenue earnings 
which will trickle down ev­
ery nook and cranny o f this 
vast land and business cli­
mate will be made conducive 
for external capital flow into 
our truly free economy”.

“ International financial 
institutions like IMF, World 
Bank, Paris Club etc will be 
convinced and satisfied with 
our economic planning to 
the extent that their policies 
will benefit N igeria in no 
small measure,” Briathwaite 
said.

The Minister o f Trans­
p o rt, C h ie f  O jo 
M aduekw e, has 

charged the chairmen o f the 
boards o f parastatals under 
his ministry and their chief 
executives to resist the temp­
tation o f changing rules to 
suit them.

Speaking in Abuja, dur­
ing the inauguration o f the 
“crisis free committee” con­
stituted by the ministry to 
ensure a healthy relationship 
at the workplace, Maduekwe 
said the problem o f Nigeria 
was that rules were treated 
with contempt.

“Unless we allow rules to 
operate, no matter how in­
convenient, we will never 
make progress.” On the im­
portance o f  the “crisis free 
com m ittee ,” the m in ister 
stressed the need for dia­
logue to understand each 
other’s point o f view better, 
saying that if  tensions were 
not resolved amicably, every­
body would be the loser.

The present administra­
tion, he said, represents “the 
last chance to return Nige­
ria  to N igerians,” adding 
“we have been put here by 
God to re-invent and re-or­
ganise N igeria and move 
on”.

“No sacrifice will be too 
much in the effort at re-en- 
g ineering the system: We

Ministry of Transport constitutes 
“crises free committee”

m ust be players or actors 
ready to commit class suicide 
even in the face o f being un­
popular,” Maduekwe said.

In his inaugural speech, 
the M in ister o f  State for

Ojo Maduekwe

T ransport, A lhaji Isa 
Yuguda, who is the chair­
man o f the committee, said

that the ministry was blaz­
ing the trail again, having 
been the first to establish a 
tran sp aren cy  m on ito ring  
unit.

He said that crisis man­
agement had become an in­
tegral part o f  modern day 
m anagem ent, adding that 
the committee would provide 
“an opportunity to share our 
varied perspectives o f  the 
problem s o f the transport 
sector and proffer solutions”.

The terms o f reference of 
the committee includes en­
suring a crisis free working 
environment and good rela­
tionship in the activities of 
the m in is try  and  its 
parastatals and that crisis 
situations are looked into 
w ith  a view  to reso lv ing  
them.

NNPC postpones workshop on local content

The Nigerian National 
Petroleum  C orpora 
tion  (N N PC ) has 

postponed indefinitely, its 
national workshop on “local 
content” scheduled to hold 
from the 18th to 19th of April, 
2001 .

A statement issued by the 
group manager, public af­
fairs o f  the corporation said

a new date will be announced 
soon forthe workshop being 
organised by. the National 
Petroleum  Investm ent and 
M anagem ent S erv ices 
(NAPIMS), a division o f the 
NNPC.

The NNPC said it regrets 
any inconvenience the post­
ponement may cause the pro­
spective participants and re­
source persons to the work­
shop. "
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Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
Gainers/Losers as at 10/04/2001

Gainers

COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE
TEXACO 66.70 68.01 1.31

LEVBROS 21.11 21.80 0.69

FLO URM ILL 12.20% 12.80 0.60

D N M E Y ER 11.36 1.92 0.56

AGIP 25.00 25.50 0.50

PZ 12.00 12.40 0.40

IGL 6.01 6.31 0.30

7UP 4.93 5.17 0.24

UNIONDICON 16.80 17.00 0.20

LONGM AN 6.40 6.60 0.20

G UARANTY 5.77 5.96 0.19

G UIN NESS 35.65 35.84 0.19

UPL 4.05 4.20 0.15

TIB 2.85 2.99 0.14

FIRSTBANK 28.20 28.30 0.10

SBEECH AM 2.85 2.91 0.06

NIW ICABLE s V 2.25 2.30 0.05

COOPDEV 1.29 1.34 0.05

LASACO 0.94 0.98 0.04

CUTIX 2.70 2.72 0.02

CHELLARAM 0.81 0.83 0.02

AVONCROW N 1.28 1.30 0.02

BLACKW OOD 0.78 0.80 0.02

AIICO 3.00 3.01 0.01

O W ENABANK 2.01 2.02 0.01

Losers
COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

MOBIL 63.00 50.50 2.50

TOTAL 67.10 65.50 1.60

UBN 36.19 35.04 1.16

DELTGLAS 7.90 7.65 0.36

UBA 14.25 14.06 0.19

UNTL 3.15 3.00 0.15

UAC-PROP 2.66 2.53 0.13

WEMABANK 2.09 1.99 0.10

NCR 1.97 1.88 0.09

AFRIBANK 7.80 7.72 0.08

MANNYBANK 1.79 1.72 0.07

SAVANNA 1.25 1.20 0.06

AFPINT 1.10 1.05 0.05

DUNLOP 4.00 3.95 0.05

NBC 17.45 17.40 0.05

UTC 0.94 0.90 0.04

ACCESSBANK 1.10 1.06 0.04

CADBURY 30.10 30.07 0.03

S u m m a r y  o f  T ra n sa c tio n s

OPENING CLOSING % AGECHANGE
MKT. CAP 560,766,590,903.37 551.070,621.327.66 0.06

INDEX 9,315.64 9,320.96 0.06

DEALS VOLUME VALUE No. OF COMPANIES
1,8.8 11,040,478 110,010,133.96 101

Source: NSE, Abuja Area Office.

NIPC to establish zonal offices
C h airm an  o f  the 

N i g e r i a n  
Investm ents P ro ­

m otion C om m ission  
(NIPC), C hief Kola Daisi, 
has said that the commis­
sion  is w ork ing  out 
modalities for the establish­
ment o f offices in the six 
geo-political zones o f  the 
country to sensitise and en­
courage local producers to 
p roduce  ex p o rt-o rien ted  
goods.

The chairman who pre­
sented a paper titled: “Max­
imising investment opportu­
nities in Nigeria: The role 
o f NIPC,” at the first quar­
terly forum o f the Abuja 
chapter o f  Finance Corre­
spondents A ssociation o f  
Nigeria (FICAN) in Abuja, 
said establishment o f  the of­
fices is necessitated by the 
need to widen investment 
opportunities and to attract 
foreign investment inflow 
into the country.

Daisi, who was repre-

[ By  Ahmed Shakarau

sented by NIPC’s Director 
of Finance and Administra­
tion, A lhaji Lawan Gana 
Lantewa, noted that one of 
the h ind rances to the 
NIPC’s efficacy is its inabil-

Kola Daisi, NIPC chairman 
ity to regulate. “NIPC is not 
a regu la to ry  agency” , he 
noted, saying that it only ad­
vises and recommends cer­
tain amendments to policies

that are obstacles to hitch- 
free investment inflow into 
Nigeria.

He d isc losed  that the 
commission has compiled a 
comprehensive list o f certain 
law s and po lic ies  w hich 
poses obstacles to investment 
in flow  into the country , 
stressing that after ratifica­
tion by the NIPC council, the 
proposed list will be sent to 
the Federal Executive Coun­
cil for approval and onward 
presentation to the National 
A ssem bly for review  and 
amendment.

The N IPC boss ex ­
plained that the signing of 
agreements and memoranda 
o f understanding (MOU) be­
tween the Nigerian govern­
ment and foreign firms has 
further enhanced the inter­
national investors’ confi­
dence in the present admin­
istra tion’s com m itm ent to 
providing an enabling envi­
ronment for investments in 
the country.______________

registers 77 new companies
T he N igerian  

I n v e s t m e n t  
Promotion Commis­

sion (NIPC) says it has so 
far registered 77 new com­
panies with a corresponding 
foreign equity  capital o f  
more than N2 billion as at 
February.

The chairman and chief 
executive o f  the com m is­
sion, Chief Kola Daisi, who 
did not provide sectoral de­
ta ils o f  such investm ent 
portfolios, said the prospec­
tive investors were regis­
tered “within a limited pos­
sible time”.

Speaking at the first forum 
o f the Finance Correspond­
ents Association o f  Nigeria 
(FICAN), in Abuja, Daisi said 
that the two-year-old commis­
sion had adequately stream­
lined the reg is tra tio n  and 
other approvals o f enterprises 
with foreign equity involve­
ment.

He said that it was a pri­
ority for the commission to 
expand its activities and base 
in the country through the es­
tablishment o f zonal offices in 
the six geo-political zones and 
in Lagos.

The chairman, who was

represented by the commis­
sion’s director o f finance and 
ad m in istra tio n , A lhaji 
Lawan Lantewa, said that the 
zonal offices would highlight 
the potentials o f each zone.

Daisi said that a data­
base would be set up in each 
o f the zones for the inventory 
o f  resources and credible 
business enterprises in the 
areas. This will promote the 
m atch-m aking program m e 
for investors in the zones 
w ith o ther investors from 
within and outside the coun­
try,” he said.

N 110.01m  w orth  o f  share  
traded in 1,608 deals at N SE

A total o f  11.04 mil 
lion shares worth 
N 1 10.01 m illion  

were exchanged on Tues­
day, April 10,2001 in 1,608 
deals on the floor of the Ni­
gerian Stock Exchange with 
101 companies participat­
ing according to informa­
tion from the Abuja trading 
floor o f the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange.

There were no transac­
tions in the Industrial Loans 
Preference Stocks sector 
and the Federal G overn­
ment developm ent stocks 
sector.

Price  m ovem ent: AH 
sh a re  in d ex  c loses a t 
9,320.95

The Nigerian Stock Ex­
change A ll- share index 
closed at 9,320.95 an in­
crease o f 0.06 per cent. The 
index opened at 9.315.64, 
w hile  the  m arket 
cap itlisa tio n  c lo sed  at

N 551.07 billion, an increase 
o f 0.06 per cent it opened at 
N550.75 billion.

The trading took a new 
turn on the floor, with the 
bears in the lead, a total of 
18 companies losing and 25 
gaining in their share prices.

Gains were recorded in 
the banking, food/beverages 
and tobacco, chemicals and 
paints, healthcare, packag­
ing, in d u stria l/d o m estic  
products, printing and pub­
lishing, engineering technol­
ogy, commercial services, 
breweries, insurance, petro­
leum marketing and the con­
glomerates sub-sectors to­
day.

Texaco led the price 
gainers, as it appreciated by 
131 kobo to close the day at 
N68.01 per share, followed 
by Leverbros N igeria Pic. 
w hich appreciated  by 69 
kobo to close at N 21.80 per 
share.

Other price gainers in 
elude Flourmill (60 kobo); 
DN Mayer (36 kobo); Agip 
(50 kobo); PZ (40 kobo); IGL 
(30 kobo); 7Up (24 kobo); 
Union Dicon and Longman 
(20 kobo apiece); GTB and 
Guiness (19 kobo apiece); 
UPL (15 kobo); TTB (I4 | 
kobo); First Bank (10 kobo); 
S m ith line  B eecham  (5 
kobo); Nigercable and Coop] 
Bank (5 kobo); LASACO (4 
kobo); Cutix and Chellaram, 
Aromcrown and Blackwoodl 
(2 kobo apiece); AIICO and 
Owenabank (1 kobo apiece).

Losses were recorded in| 
the petroleum  m arketing, 
conglomerates, packaging, 
real estate, food beverages; 
and tobacco, automobile andj 
tyre, textile, banking and 
computer and office equip­
ment sub sectors.

Mobil led the price losJ 
ers, crashing by 250 kobo to 
close at N60.50 per share,j 
foflowed closely by Total 
which lost 160 kobo to close! 
at N65.50 per share.
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German airline to operate 
domestic flight from 

Minna airport
A German-based air 

courier, Dasab Air 
line, has agreed to 

commence domestic flight 
operations from the hitherto 
abandoned Minna Airport as 
soon as the upgrading o f 
landing facilities at the air­
port were completed.

The Federal Government 
recently awarded contract 
for the standardization o f 
land ing  fa c ilitie s  at the 
Minna Airport, in a move to 
fix the Airport on domestic 
air schedules for improved 
economic activities in the 
Niger State capital.

The airline had already 
submitted a flight schedule 
proposal to the Federal Air­
port A uthority o f  N igeria 
(FAAN) for approval in its

Speaking on the develop­
ment, the Special Adviser to 
the Niger State governor on 
federa l e s tab lish m en ts , 
A lhaji U sm an K agara, 
commended the federal gov­
ernment for responding to 
the several voices o f  the 
Niger people.

He said the people had 
called for improved facilities 
at the airport to allow  it 
work, noting that the efforts 
made by the governor, Alhaji 
Abdulkadir Kure, to see the 
a irp o rt w ork had started  
yielding positive results.

He pointed out that the 
developm ent would boost 
socio-econom ic activ ities 
and ease the transportation 
problems faced by the peo- 

’ ole o f the state.____________

The plan by the five 
A n g l o p h o n e  
ECOWAS countries 

and Guinea to form a mon­
etary union and issue a com­
mon currency by January 
2003 has been commended 
by IMF and ECOWAS offi­
cials as a positive economic 
development.

The union would help to 
combat inflation and stabi­
lize exchange rates in its 
member states o f  Nigeria, 
G hana, L ib e ria , S ierra  
Leone, Gambia and French- 
speaking Guinea, officials 
were quoted as saying in the 
current edition o f the IMF 
publication, “Finance and 
Development

Mr. R.D. Ashante, head 
o f the money and payments 
division o f ECOWAS, said 
in the publication that the 
monetary union should pro­
duce “a more stable environ­
ment for business, ”.

“With the risk of macro- 
economic environment for 
business, union’s members 
would be free to focus on

IMF, ECOWAS back Six-Nation 
Single Currency

growing their economies,” 
Ashante said.

He said that the financial 
stability would also help to 
reduce the risk o f  capital 
flight and make the countries 
more attractive to foreign in­
vestors.

“By facilitating trade and 
other payment transactions, 
a currency union will heir

President Olusegun Obasanjo.

create a single market for 
ECOWAS,” the IMF publi­
cation quoted him as saying, 
adding: “Foreign exchange 
savings will accrue from the 
use o f a single currency in 
international transactions.” 

Ashante expressed the 
hope that the planned com­
m on co n v ertib le  w ould  
elim inate the use o f  third 
currencies in trade and other 
business transactions within 
ECOWAS”. A senior advi­
sor in the IM F’s research de­
partment, Paul Masson, was 
also quoted in the interview 
as saying: “Increased co-op- 
eration among the countries 
clearly would enhance the 
reg ion ’s influence on the 
world economy.”

“But whether, and the 
extent to which the proposed 
monetary union will actually 
deliver these favourable out­

comes, is an important and 
difficult questions,” Masson 
said.

He noted that the West 
African Economic and Mon­
etary Union (WAEMU) of 
French-speaking ECOWAS 
countries was still producing 
modest trade volumes with 
the members.

M asson, how ever, 
pointed out that countries 
that already had tight trade 
links w ould benefit more 
from a monetary union be­
cause cost o f  transactions 
would be reduced and ex­
change ra te  flu c tu a tio n s  
eliminated.

The six countries had 
pledged to adopt a common 
currency by January 2003 
and to work towards merg­
ing their planned monetary 
un ion  w ith  W AEM U by 
January 2004.

Anglo-America, Oppenheimer family 
offer $16.7bn for De-Beers

Gov. A b d u llk a d ir  K u re  o f  
Niger State.
readiness to commence op­
erations before the end o f the 
year.

A ccording to the pro­
posal, the airline would fly 
M inna-Abuja-Lagos every 
other day once the approval 
was granted.______________

D iam ond g ian t, De 
Beers, on Tuesday 
stro n g ly  urged 

sh a reho lders to accep t a 
$ 16.7 billion takeover bid for 

. the firm from a group led by 
mining powerhouse, Anglo- 
America Pic and the fabu­
lously wealthy Openheimer 
family.

De B eers chairm an , 
N icky O ppenheim er, told 
shareholders to seize the op­
portunity at a meeting sched­
uled for May 4 to accept the 
consortium ’s $40.92 -  a — 
share offer, w hich would 
make the world famous dia­
mond firm a private concern.

“This is an extremely at­
tractive offer. It gives cer­
tainty and immediate value

and it is the best option, of­
fering full and fair value,” 
Oppenheimer told reporters 
by telephone.

Shares in De Beers rose

Thabo Mbeki,
South African President
as much as 2.23 percent to 
320 rand before falling back

European Telecoms market chalks up

E uropean  m arkets 
chalked  up one- 
m onth h ighs on 

Tuesday as W all S treet 
stocks galloped ahead, bol­
stering renewed hopes that 
the worst day be over for 
badly beaten technology and 
telecoms stocks.

One brokerage recom ­
mended investors jump back 
into telecoms and another 
suggested markets had bot­
tomed, fuelling hopes o f  a 
broad-based recovery after a 
year-long market meltdown.

D eu tsche  Telekom , 
France Telecom and Alcatel 
all gained more than eight 
percent, pushing the large- 
cap DJ Euro Stoxx 50 up 
2.25 percent to its highest 
point since March 12.

However, dealers said

volum es were light, with 
players reluctant to take too 
bold a stance ahead o f  results 
from m obile phone giant, 
M otorola, due after U.S. 
bourses close.

At 1639 GMT the pan- 
European FTSE Eurotap 300 
was up 2.4 percent, while 
Nasdaq was ahead by 5.1 
percent. The Dow' Jones in­
dustrial average rose by 1.9 
p ercen t to b reak  back 
th rough  the key  10,000 
point-level for the first time 
since March 20.

Credit Swuisse First Bos­
ton raised its weighting in 
European telecoms to “neu­
tra l” from “underw eight," 
while reducing its recom ­
mended exposure to banks 
and insurers, which had been 
among the top performers in

2000.
BNP Paribas reco m ­

m ended c lien ts taken an 
overweight position in equi­
ties, turning more bullish on 
stocks for the first time in 
one year.

British telecoms equip­
ment maker Marconi joined 
in the fun, scaring ten per­
cent after it stood by profit 
fo recasts  d esp ite  a U .S. 
slowdown. The stock had 
been hit hard on M onday 
am id rum ours M arconi 
would warn on profits.

“U.S. clients are telling 
us they are wanting to come 
back into the telecoms sec­
tor again as they are heavily 
underweight and not happy 
w ith  tha t as the m arket 
seems to be at a bottom," 
said a specialist equity sales­
m an at W est LB in 
Duesseldorf.

to 317 rand in late trade. 
Anglo-American share were 
up 2.99 percent in London 
at 41.40 pounds.

DB Investments (DBI), 
which has tabled a formal 
offer for De Beers, is owned 
45 percent by Anglo, 45 per­
cent by the O ppenheim er 
family and 10 percent by the 
D ebsw ana diam ond jo in t 
venture in Botswana.

DBI said the o ffer to 
shareholders would end a 
series o f  grossholdings be­
tween Anglo-America and 
De Beers and delivered “a 
significant premium to the 
historic value of De Beers” .

The crossholding is not 
liked by the investment com­
munity as it puts a brake on 
share growth in both firms.

De Beers said it would 
delist from the Johannesburg 
bourse on May 18 if  share­
holders approved the deal.

O ppenheim er said the 
DBI offer in its current form 
valued De Beers diamond 
business exclud ing  d iv i­
dends at $7.9 billion and that 
a simple unbundling o f  its 
35.4 percent in Anglo rather 
than a full buy-out was not 
an attractive option because 
o f South African tax consid­
erations.

Both DBI and De Beers 
said the offer should be taken 
up and warned o f a sharply 
lower De Beers share price 
if  the deal was rejected at the 
May 4 meeting.

DBI said that the offer for 
the diamond business was at 
a 75 percent premium to the 
im plied value o f  the d ia­
mond business as o f January 
31, 2001. De Beers Manag­
ing D irector, G ary Ralfe 
warned o f a 15 percent fall 
in diamond sales this year 
because o f a slow down in 
US economy.

P r ic e s  su r g e  on  U .S . 
g a so lin e

O il p rices  surged 
higher on Tuesday, 
bolstered by strong 

gasoline markets amid con­
cerns over tigh t supplies 
ahead o f the summer driv­
ing season in the U nited 
States.

London Brent crude by 
mid-afternoon trade was up 
from 92 cents to $26.20 a 
barrel. U.S. light rose from 
90 cents to $28.17.

Dealers said they were 
an tic ip a tin g  a seven th  
straight week o f declines in 
U.S. gasoline inventories 
when the American Petro­
leum Institute (API) issues 
U.S. fuels stocks data after 
the close business on Tues­
day.

They said  investm en t 
funds which are short oil fu­
tures on the New York Mer­
cantile Exchange were buy­
ing back contracts, helping 
push prices higher.

“U.S. gasoline is getting 
in c red ib ly  tig h t and  the 
funds are short. They could 
easily  push the  m arket 
higher again,” said a London 
futures dealer.

Latest data from the U.S.

Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, released last 
Friday, showed speculators 
w ith the largest NYM EX 
crude short positions -  a bet 
that prices will fall -  in three 
years.

“Gasoline provided the 
main support for the market 
yesterday with traders al­
ready  p o sitio n in g  th em ­
selves for a bullish API re­
port tonight,” said Lawrence 
Eagles o f GNI research.

Eagles said the report 
would need to show a three 
percent jum p in refinery uti­
lization from a forecast one 
percent to allay fears o f  a 
gasoline supply crunch

George Bush. American  
President

Banks acquired by Central Bank

.VN Commercial Banks

African Continental Bank Pie
First African Trust Bank
New Nigeria Bank Pic
Premier Commercial Bank Pic
Sub-Total

Merchant Ranks

Nationwide Merchant Bank
Sub-Total

Paid-Up 
Share 

Capital (M’M)

60 00
56.50
50.60

100.00
267.10

47.50
47.50

Source: l\DIC.
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Korean products on
T he ongoing 

Nigerian States 
and Local
Governm ents Trade 
and Tourism  Fair 
(N igersta lg ) has 
attracted a potpouri of 
p roducts from  not 
only the 36 states o f 
the federation , but 
also foreign countries 
like A rgentina, 
Germany, North and 
South Korea, as well 
as African Countries

By Ahmed Shekarau

such as Ghana, Benin 
Republic, Cameroun 
and Niger Republic.

The Fair, w hich 
begun on March 31, 
2001 at the Old Parade 
G round, A rea 10, 
G ark i-A buja , was 
officially flagged-off 
by the Federal Capital 
T erritory  M inister, 
A lhaji M oham m ed 
A bba-G ana. The

Fibre Glass International 
(Nig.) Limited

in conjunction with

Dae Jin Metal Corporation, 
South Korea

introduces a new concept into the world o f staircase rails.

d sp  Etching Silver Pipe

Titanium Gold Pipe and 
Titanium Gold sheet staircase rails.

The latest technology in staircase rails designed for modem building, 
capable of withstanding rogued usage in extended family households and 
made up of beautiful colours and shining glasses that adore your compound. 
A metre o f dsp, inclusive o f all accessories o f the rail is sold for 
N49,166.60k. Fibre Glass International which is currently displaying at 
the Nigerstalg Fair at the Old Parade Ground, Area 10 Garki-Abuja,

however offers you a discount of 25% 
for each metre from now to April 
30,2001.

For Further information, contact us at: 
Suite C23, Kenaz Plaza, along Kashim 
Ibrahim Way, Wuse II, Abuja.

M inister who
expressed  his
satisfaction with the 
wide range of products 
on display at various 
stands at the Fair, was 
particularly attracted 
to som e o f the 
magnificent products 
on d isp lay  from  a 
South K orean firm . 
A bba G ana paid  
p rem ium  to a 
p articu la r product 
produced in a village 
in the Kampo region of 
South K orea. This 
product is a peculiar 
type o f staircase rail 
know n as dsp 
(Designed Stainless- 
steel Products), made 
out o f high quantity of 
carbon oxide, as well 
as a synergy of etching 
silver pipe, titanium 
gold pipe and titanium 
gold sheet.

The FCT Minister 
who was im pressed 
with the quality o f dsp 
urged Nigerians to not 
only adopt the product 
for construc tion  o f 
their houses, but also 
challenged them  to 
m anufacture sim ilar 
p roducts in th is 
country "to make them 
cheap and affordable 
to the commonman."

In a chat with Daily 
Trust at the end of the 
Minister's inspection 
of goods on display at

\_3£5i«5s.

Suleiman, Marketing
Officer o f Fibre Glass
International Nigeria

Ltd, the sole distributor o f dsp in 
Nigeria argued that "there is a 
sharp difference between this] 
product (dsQ\ manufactured b \ I 

Dae Jin Metal Corporation of 
South K orea and all other 
staircase rails im ported into
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by Dae Jin, as well as 
the technology  
em ployed in the
titanium gold sheets 
and etch ing  s ilver 
pipe, "which process 
enhances the scratch 
resis tan ce  o f  the
products and the
fasten ing  o f  the
colours," he explained

further.
He maintained that 

the dsp is a barrage of 
high quality products 
that are exported to 
most parts o f United 
States o f A m erica, 
Canada, and several 
other countries like 
Hong Kong, Dubai, 
China etc.

ril 12, 2001

at Nigerstalg
Dsp, according to 

F ibre G lass
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s  
Marketing Officer, is a 
very durable handrail 
product that would 
last "as long as the 
building," and would 
not lose its aesthetics 
values or strength.

He noted that 
provisions are made 
for in scrip tions o f  
nam es o f interested 
com panies or
personalities, as well 
as unique features that 
may be so required by 
any corporate  
o rgan ization  or 
individual.

Suleiman stated that 
"because we receive 
this product directly 
from  the
manufacturing firm in 
Seoul in South Korea, 
we are offering a 25% 
d iscount from  the 
introductory price o f 
N 49,166 .60k  per 
metre, inclusive of all 
the accessories o f the 
rail. He said however 
that the 25% discount 
will only last till the 
end of Nigerstalg Fair, 
w hich is A pril 
30 ,2001. Suleim an 
pointed out that: "We 
have introduced the 
discount because this 
is the first time we are 
in troducing  this 
Korean product into 
the market."

On the number o f 
metres that would be 
enough to be mounted

on a house, the 
M arketing  O fficer 
noted that "depending

the pole ranges from 
six to eight metres 
that w ould be

on the nature o f  a required for a one- 
staircase, the length of storey building."

isplay

Nigeria." Fibre Glasses Ltd., 
is the sole agency employed 
by Dae Jin to market the 
product in Nigeria.

The m ajor d ifferences, 
according to Suleiman, lies in 
the high quality o f steel used

M
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Spectrum comes to Abuja
Sp ectru m  B o o k s ,  

h ave esta b lish ed  
their p resence in 

Abuja. They did so in a 
rather informal man-ner 
q u ite  con trary  to  
e x p e c ta t io n s . T he  
o rg a n iz e r s  ta g g ed  the  
occasion a ‘sundow ner’. 
Far from being a technical 
term  e x c lu s iv e  to  the  
p u b lish in g  industry, it 
referred  to o c c a s io n s  
o r g a n iz e d  la te  in the  
evening when the sun is 
about to set which explains 
w hy this particular event 
was to com m ence at 6.00  
p.m.

The occasion w as an 
exclusively private affair, 
and access to the venue  
w as strictly on invitation. 
The handful o f  guests that 
attended were obviously  
fr ien d s  and b u s in e ss  
a s s o c ia te s  o f  the  
c o m p a n y ’s M a n a g in g  
D irecto r , C h ie f  Joop  
Berkhout, who disclosed in 
his short speech that he 
w as actually inspired to 
op en  an o f f ic e  in  the  
capital city by Dr. Ismail 
Tsiga o f  the Educational 
R esource Centre o f  the 
FC D A . C h ie f  Berkhout 
also informed guests that 
there is a need to give to 
the people o f  the capital 
city valuable books which 
h ave h itherto  not b een  
available. The Dutchman, 
w h o  it w as learnt is  a 
Yoruba ch ief and a natura­
lized Nigerian citizen from 
Katsina State, also said it 
was pertinent for any seri- 
ousminded organization to 
b e rep resen ted  in the  
capital city.

The high point o f  the 
occasion  w as the intro­
duction o f  Mr Kevin Ward 
to guests. Mr. Ward is the 
Field Manager, Africa and 
Middle East operations, o f  
B lack w ell Safari o f  the 
Netherlands, a publishing 
co m p a n y  w o rk in g  in 
partnership w ith  S p ec ­
trum. The Spectrum boss 
also used the occasion to 
inform the gathering about 
the c o m p a n y ’s la te st  
p ro jec t w h ich  is the  
o n g o in g  p u b lica tion  o f  
Hajia Hajo Sani’s book: 
W om en a n d  N a t io n a l  
D e v e lo p m e n t:  A W ay  
F orw ard . The author, a 
o n e -t im e  M in is ter  for  
W omen Affairs, said the

By Abdulazeez Abdullahi

b o o k  fo c u s e s  on  the  
sign ificance o f  the roles 

'w o m e n  play in national 
developm ent and that it 
‘e x a m in e s  the c o n tr i­
butions made by wom en in 
Nigeria both as individuals 
and groups towards their 
econ om ic , p o litica l and 
social emanci-pation’. The 
b o o k  is  s c h e d u le d  for  
launch on the 10th o f  May 
this year at the Sheraton 
Hotel, Abuja.

In a ta lk  b e fo re  the  
o c c a s io n , Mr. S im on  
O k o p i, a sa le s  rep re­
sentative w ith Spectrum, 
debunked the opinion held 
in som e quarters about a 
d e c lin e  in  the rea d in g  
h a b its  o f  N ig e r ia n s , 
arguing that the publishing 
industry has ach ieved  a 
certain  le v e l o f  grow th  
which can, to some degree, 
be attributed to the patro­

n a g e  o f  N ig e r ia n s . He 
p oin ted  out a lso  that a 
significant number o f  new  
publish ing houses have  
sprung up in recent years.

He saw this as a sign that 
their services are still felt 
to be in dem and by the 
public. Perhaps the most 
w o rry in g  a c c u sa tio n

Hajia Hajo Sani, the author o f  Women and N ational 
Development: A way forward

facing the industry is the 
persistent claim by writers 
that w r itin g  is not a 
p ro fita b le  ven tu re , not 
much com es their w ay in 
term s o f  r o y a lt ie s . To 
m an y w riters ta k in g  
writing as a career is very 
unwise. To this, Mr. Okopi 
resp o n d ed  that so m e  
writers have a share o f  the 
blame because they often 
p refer  to  e n g a g e  the  
services o f  what he called  
‘m u sh room ’ pub lishers  
instead o f  reputable ones 
w ho have the wherewithal 
and expertise to effectively 
m arket and d istr ib u te  
books after publication.

S p ectru m  B o o k s  is  
working with Time-Life, a 
subsidiary o f  AO L/Tim e 
W arner to  p u b lish  the  
tw e n ty -f ir s t  cen tu ry  
encyclopaedia o f  science, 
technology and nature in 
v o lu m es co v er in g  su b ­
disciplines such as ecology, 
a n im al b eh a v io u r ,

computer age, etc.
Spectrum books has its 

head office at Ibadan with 
b ran ch es in  B en in , 
K aduna, L agos, Owerri 
and, o f  course, the latest 
addition  in  A buja. The 
com p an y’s publications  
cut across a w ide range o f  
topics such as, agriculture, 
m edicine, m usic, fine arts 
and culture, engineering  
and technology, history, 
etc. Som e o f  the titles on 
d isp lay  at the o ccasion  
in c lu d e  S o y in k a ’s T he  
B e a t i f ic a t io n  o f  A re a  
B oy, R everend K ukah’s 
R e lig io n , P o l i t ic s  a n d  
P o w e r  in  N o r th e r n  
N ig e r ia , a n d  P rin c ip les  
a n d  P ra c tic e  o f  P u b lic  
A d m in is tr a t io n  in  
N ig e r ia  by A d eb a y o  
Adedeji.

A bdu lazeez A bd u lla h i is 
a s ta f f  o f  D aily  T rust

Tribute to a dynamic amazon
T  ^ cn t*1c '  ounB By Haruna Penni I the day that would witness is her first published work, !S a rncij 1̂ e  ̂ ^ev

\ / \ /  Haio was tucked _____   | . ,  ̂ . . , . , ,  eral professional bodies likeW hen the young 
Hajo was tucked 
away for twenty 

years as a classroom teacher 
at Dutse girls high school 
somewhere in FCT along the 
now famous Clinton Broad­
way, little did she know that 
one day she would be oppor­
tune to leave indelible foot­
print on the sands o f  time. 
Because it was shortly after 
that, providence smiled on 
her as the enviable task o f  
charting a way forward for 
women participation in na­
tio n a l d ev e lo p m en t w as 
thrust upon her.

She is today best remem- 
be red  as the  fo rm er 
H o nourab le  M in is te r o f  
W om en A ffa irs  w ho 
internationalised the Nigerian 
wom en agenda at various 
global fora which include pre­
sentation and defence oo f 
Nigeria during the country’s 
ratification of UN Convention 
on the E lim ination o f  All 
Form s o f  D iscrim ination  
Against Women (CEDAW) at 
New York in July 1996, Afri­
can Women and Economic 
D evelopm ent at the Eco­
nomic Commission for Africa 
Conference at Ethiopia in 
M ay 1998, the S tatus o f  
Women in Nigeria at the UN 
Commission on Women Con­
ference in January 1998 at 
New York.

And now half a decade 
outside the privileged pre­

cincts o f  the women seat o f 
power, what is she up to as 
she is not known to be a one 
to rest on her oars? More­
over, as she has known no 
other life outside education 
and women administrative 
callings. It can now however 
be confidently revealed that 
the silence o f  the indefati­
gable amazon is with good 
intention. She has been on 
the drawing board trying the 
art o f  writing for the Nobel 
Prize even where Laureates 
say nobody writes for liter­
ary accolades. It just came.

Hajo comes up with a big 
bang on Thursday 10th May 
2001 by 10.00 a.m prompt at 
the Ladi Kwali Hall, Abuja 
S hera ton  & Tow ers to  
present and launch her de­
but work titled Women and 
National Development - A 
way forw ard , a 400-page 
work that should just about 
earn her a doctorate degree 
in women studies. The book 
is printed by Spectrum Ltd 
who is also cordinating the 
launching.

It is reassuring so far that 
arising from this singular ef­
fort, Hajo is already harvest­
ing presidential handshakes 
and kudos from the female 
Babangidas to the Abachas 
and the Abubakars. It is in­
structive to note here that the 
Nigerian socialite hopes for

the day that would witness 
the rapprochement between 
N igerian First Ladies and 
their darling husbands whom 
she had great respect and 
admiration for.

The new Northern voice 
on the issue o f  women and 
national development in the 
traditional Islamic North who 
fought the vexed issue o f 
women tokenism in public 
service by empowering them 
th ro u g h  n e tw o rk in g  and 
mainstreaming, has with her 
new work brought a ministe­
rial insight into policy formu­
lation on the women devel­
opment agenda as perceived 
by various scholars on the 
subject.

A friend to both the low 
and high o f the society, Hajo 
has endeavoured in her char­
acteristic simplicity to draw 
attention the plight o f  the 
oppressed rural women while 
at same time marking out for 
recognition the pioneering 
roles o f historical amazons in 
seventy four portraitures lav­
ishly illustrated in the women 
bibliographical work. They 
are: Queen Amina, Queen 
K am bassa , C h ie f  M rs. 
Olufunmilayo Ransome-Kuti, 
Nana Asm au and Enotan. 
Others include former first 
lad ies  and w om en w ith  
achievement without rank as 
well as those with official 
positions. Although, Women 
and National Development

is her first published work, 
she has some serious schol­
arly m anuscripts on M ar­
riage in Hausaland, Mate 
Selection Among Secondary 
School Students, Effective  
Leadership Management.

Hajo now forty-one plus 
was bom with the sun in Cap­
ricorn at Kagara in N iger 
State. A native o f  Adamawa, 
she now lives an active com­
munal life with her only son 
after the traumatic experience'' 
o f losing two loved ones - her 
d au g h te r and husband . 
Though for her interest in the 
promotion o f a humane and 
egalitarian society, which she 
has now chosen to promote, 
she is adequately compen­
sated as she bagged various 
distinguished awards prizes 
as dynamic educationist and 
as s taunch  su p p o rte r  o f  
youth development.

The young Hajo had her 
primary school education in 
Kaduna and Ankpa in Kogi 
state where she also pursued 
her secondary school educa­
tion at Ochaja graduating in 
1976. She was at University 
o f  M aiduguri fo r h er 
Bachelor’s Education degree 
in E n g lish , w hich  she 
rounded up in 1981. She was 
also at the University o f  Jos 
in 1991 for the Masters in 
Education Degree in Guid­
ance and Counselling with 
the support o f  her late hus­
band Dr. Mohammed Sani.

She is a member o f  sev­
eral professional bodies like 
All Nigerian Conference of 
P rin c ip a l o f  S econdary  
Schools (ANCCOPS), Coun­
selling Association o f Nige­
ria (CAN); Forum for Africa 
W om en E d u ca tio n a lis t 
(FAWE) and National Parents 
- Teachers Association. The 
former Honourable Minister 
is currently Secretary-Gen- 
eral o f  West Africa Women 
Association (WAWA) and a 
Trustee o f the Association of 
N igerian  A uthors, A buja 
branch.

The former minister was 
a lso  p riv ileg ed  to  have 
served on the Council Com­
mittee on Harmonised Na­
tional Policy on Education, 
National Council of Nigerian 
Vision, and Committee on 
National Curricular for Jun­
ior Secondary School. She 
has attended several interna­
tional conferences, courses 
and workshop at home and 
abroad including First Afri­
can First Ladies Peace Mis­
sion in Abuja, United Na­
tio n s .C o n v e n t io n  on 
Women, workshop on Secu­
rity Management at ASCON, 
Badagry etc.

Her areas o f  interest in 
life span reading, writing, 
sp o rts , in te rac tio n  and 
philanthropism.

Penni is Secretary/Reg­
istrar Association o f  Nige­
rian Authors, Abuja Branch.
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Argungu blames late Mail 
delivery on poor town planning Th:

The Post Master Gen­
eral o f the Federation, 
A lha ji A bubakar 

Musa Argungu, has said that 
lack of proper town planning 
by planning authorities in Ni­
geria is inhibiting the perfor­
mance o f the Nigerian Postal 
Service.

Alhaji Argungu said this 
in Ibadan during a courtesy 
visit to the Nigeria Union o f 
Journalists (NUJ) Press Cen­
tre, in Ibadan.

The Post Master General 
stated that NIPOST had not 
been able perform its func­
tions effectively because of 
lack o f  orderliness in the . 
numbering o f houses in most 
cities in Nigeria.

He also  said  som e 
N igerians had not been 
helpful to NIPOST because 
th e ir  le tte rs  w ere often  
wrongly addressed thereby 
making it difficult for letters 
to be de livered  at the 
appropriate time.

He further revealed that 
problem o f house numbering 
in Nigeria is not limited to old 
cities in the country, saying 
that even the Federal Capital 
Territory which is the new­
est city in the country is also 
beset by this problem.

I From Vinka O lad oy inb o ,  I
Ibadan

Alhaji Argungu acknowl­
edged  tha t the serv ices 
Postal Service NIPOST is ren­
dering cannot yet be said to 
be the best, adding that they 
fell below world standards.

“We have not been able 
to claim 100% o f success, but 
I think we have up to 80% and 
we are trying to achieve the 
rest 20%,” Alhaji Argungu

stated.
Earlier, while welcoming 

Alhaji Argungu and his team, 
the Oyo State NUJ Chairman, 
Alhaji Soladoye Adewole, 
noted that NIPOST in recent 
times had improved its ser­
vices. He therefore charged 
the Federal Government to 
provide the organisation with 
the right incentives for it to 
perform better.

toe Zamfara State Gov­
ernment has distrib­
uted 15,000 bicycles 

to the people o f  the state as 
soft loans under its poverty 
alleviation programme.

Distributing the bicycles 
to the b en e fic ia rie s , the 
s ta te ’s ac ting  G overnor, 
A lhaji M ahm ud A liyu  
Shinkafi, said the move was 
in fu lfilm en t o f  the 
adm inistration’s effort to­
wards the provision o f bet­
ter transporta tion  for the 
people.

A lhaji S h inkafi also  
explained that a few months 
after the inception o f  the

Zamfara distributes 15,000 
bicycles to indigenes

From Salisu Zakari  
M aradun, Gusau

adm inistration, about 150 
buses were purchased at the 
cost o f  N 500m  by the 
government and distributed 
as loan am ong the 
individuals with a view to 
alleviating poverty.

According to the acting 
governor, equipm ent and

w orking  m ateria ls w orth 
NIOm were also given to 
members of Association of 
Small Scale Industrialists.

O thers w ho benefited  
from the programme include 
Zam fara Textile Workers, 
Union, Donkey Rider Asso­
ciation, Women Herbalists 
and the Association o f Au­
tomobile Technicians.

L-RChiefTonyAnenih, Minister ofWorks and Housing, Alhaji Musa Gwadabe, Minister ofLabour and Productivity andAlhaji 
DanjumaGoje, Minister ofState Power and Steel, at the extra-ordinary summit ofECOWAS Heads ofState and Government in 
Abuja~. yesterday. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

Nigeria on path to greatness - Obasanjo
^ h i m  qc  q 1p»qrlp r  ”  . n

P re s id en t O lusegun 
O b a s a n j p  
in Ilorin, rekindled 

hope o f  Nigerians with as­
surance that Nigeria today 
stands on the threshold of 
greatness.

In his address at the Na­
tional C onvention o f  the 
Obasanjo Leadership Forum 
held at Circular Hotel, the 
President said the m isfor­
tunes o f the past have pro­
vided “opportunities and im­
petus to rebuild a glorious 
future for us and for our chil­
dren.”

Speaking th rough his 
special assistant on political 
matters, Dr. Bolade Osinowo, 
President Obasanjo noted 
that “this is a national respon­
sibility challenging the atten­
tion  and com m itm en t of ev ­
ery Nigerian."

He observed that the vi­
sion o f the founders o f  the 
Nigerian nation had not been 
fully realised, saying the na­
tion was still in the process 
o f being made.

President Obasanjo who 
said this should not be a 
cause of disappointment, ex- 
p la in ed  tha t “ ra th e r we 
should all accept the chal­
lenge o f actively participat­
ing in the process of deter­
mining the character and des­
tiny o f our motherland.”

The President said the 
Kuru declaration recently

From Abdul Laro, Ilorin

adopted by m inisters and 
other top functionaries in the 
executive arm of government 
was a compendium of strate­
gies for realising the vision 
o f a great nation.

In his remark, General 
Abdulkarim Adisa said the 
problems of Nigeria were sur­
mountable, emphasising that 
“we need them to be able to 
move forward and do well.”

He described the 1999 
general elections as a re­
hearsal and hoped that by 
2003, Nigerians would have 
more qualified people coming 
out for election.

General Adisa charged 
N ig erian s to support 
Obasanjo’s government for
an enduring  dem ocracy, add ­
ing that “we should count 
ourselves lucky for having

him as a leader.
The governor who was 

represented by the commis­
si oneL jb |_specm l_dutiesJ_

Alhaji Razaq Lawal, charged 
the body to avoid partisan 
assessment o f  government 
policies and programmes.

Nasarawa gov. unhappy with 
FG over state of Keffi college

N
asarawa State Gov 
ernment has taken 
the Federal Govern­

ment to task over the poor 
condition of the Federal Gov­
ernment College, Keffi.

The S tate  G overnor, 
Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu has 
challenged the Federal Gov­
ernment to effectively run the 
school or return it to the 
State Government and re­
duce the hardship that stu­
dents are experiencing in the 
college.

G overnor Adamu who 
paid a visit to the school dur­
ing his tour o f Keffi Local 
Government Area recently, 
observed that the school’s 
infrastructure such as class­
rooms, dinning hall, hostels, 
laboratories, staff quarters 
and other facilities in the 
school were collapsing for 
lack o f maintenance.

W hile addressing staff 
and students o f  the school,

From Ma'ashin  Ibn 
M a'ashin ,  Lafia

FG  to dredge O guta lake
T

Obasanjo

Ihe Minister o f Trans 
port, C h ie f  Ojo 
Maduekwe, has reaf­

firmed government’s commit­
ment on the dredging of the 
O guta Lake in Imo State 
which he said is part o f  Fed­
eral G overnm ent’s plan to 
provide material democratic 
dividends to the people o f 
the South-East.

The M inister made the 
pledge when responding to 
a request made by the Imo 
State Privatisation and In­
vestment Bureau, led by Dr. 
I. I. Anyadiegwu, to con­
struct a bridge to link the 
Oguta Lake with two other 
lakes in the South-East Zone. 
Dr. A nyadiegw a stressed 
that it would be the achieve­
ment o f a long desire to make 
Oguta a major transport hub 
that would connect the whole 
o f the South-East with other 
parts of the country and com­
pel them to resume trade ties 
with the zone.

A sta tem ent from  the 
m inister’s office yesterday 
quoted him as saying that 
once the government created 
the basic infrastructure, it

By A u st in e  Odo

had to carry on. He however 
wondered why the South- 
East Zone is the lowest in the 
purchase of shares under the 
p resen t p riv a tisa tio n

programme, adding that if this 
was not checked, it would 
amount to another level o f 
m arginalisation. He, how ­
ever, encouraged the people 
o f the South-East to partici­
pate fully in the scheme.

the Governor said that out of 
the 52 academic staff o f the 
school, only 10 had accom­
modation.

“I am very very disap­
pointed. All other Federal 
G overnm ent C olleges are 
well maintained by the Fed­
eral Government. Before the 
school was handed over to 
the Federal Government, vir­
tually all the facilities were in 
place. But since then the in­
frastructure has been aban­
doned to decay. We, in the 
first place, did not beg the 
Federal Government to take 
over this school. Every state 
of this federation is entitled 
to a Federal Government Col­
lege, so it is our right to have 
a Federal Government Col­
lege o f this kind established 
here. But if  the Federal Gov­
ernment is not ready to run 
it, it should declare it and 
then we shall run it for her,” 
the governor said.

He threatened to write to 
the President on the issue.

He however directed that 
broken down facilities in the 
school required for learning 
be repaired immediately by 
the state government.

Muslim organisation vows to fight oppression

TIhe Muslim Brothers 
Organisation has re­
affirmed its commit­

ment to the dislodgement of 
all forms o f oppression and 
the establishment o f the di­
vine Sharia in the country.

This was contained in re­
lease from the group, which 
was made available to Daily 
Trust in Kano yesterday.

The group which staged 
a peaceful demonstration led 
by Mohamed Turi last Friday 
in K ano, s ta ted  th a t the 
demonstration was to mark 
“Ashura” a day o f mourning 
for Muslims all over the world 
on the death  o f  Im am  
Hussein (RA), the grand son 
o f  P rophet M uham m ad 
(PBUH).

He stated that “Ashura”

Aliyu M. Sula im an, K ano

is observed on the tenth day 
o f Muharram each year and 
this year was the 61st after 
Hijira o f Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUM).

He recalled that Imam 
Hussein (RA) was brutally 
killed along with about sev­
enty of his relatives and com­
panions by the force of the 
Umayyad group Yazid, the 
son the son o f M u’awiyya.

M uham m ed Turi tha t 
Yazid m urdered  Im am  
Hussein because o f fear that 
Imam Hussein might rally a 
force to end his tyrannical 
rule.

Turi further said that, 
Im am  H ussein  (RA) was. 
asked to swear allegiance to

Yazid but he refused the of­
fer and preferred martyrdom, 
thereby giving them an ever­
lasting lesson in sacrifice for 
the sake o f  protecting the 
truth. “This was one o f the 
most im portant lessons o f 
Ashura”, he noted.

Sultan Maccidp
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Benue NUT calls for 
reconstitution of boards

The Benue State chap 
te r  o f  the  N ig eria  
Union o f  Teachers 

(NUT) has called for the re­
constitu tion  o f  boards o f  
ed uca tiona l p a rasta ta ls  
which were dissolved more 
than a year ago.

The teachers have also 
asked government to con­
sider their members and other 
bodies that are stakeholders 
in the educational sector to 
serve in the boards.

These demands were part 
of a 15-point communique is­
sued at the end o f  the 
chap ter’s tw o-day second 
quadrennial delegates con­
ference held in Vandekiya last 
week.

The communique, which 
observed with regret, the dis­
solution o f  the boards, in­
cluding those o f SPEB and 
the Local Government Edu­
cation Authorities, however 
applauded the cordial work­
ing relationship between the 
union and government edu­
cation agencies in the state.

A release from the Chief 
Press Secretary to the Benue 
State Governor, Mr Tahar 
Argezua, which was made 
available to Daily Trust, said 
the NUT commended gov­
ernment for educational de­
velopment in the state.

According to the release, 
the delegates resolved that 
the state wing o f the NUT 
should prevail on the na­
tional executive council o f 
the union to explore all pos­
sible avenues to make the 
FederalGovemment establish 
a pension board for primary 
school teachers, saying this 
is the only way of alleviating 
the suffering of retired teach­
ers who are currently ne-

By A u st in e  O do

glected by government.
They requested the State 

governm ent to set up a ma­
chinery to cater for primary 
school teachers on pension 
m atters pending when the 
Federal Government initiates 
positive action in this regard.

The conference in-ses- 
sion viewed retirement as a 
normal exercise, especially 
on the grounds o f  ill health 
and old age, but regretted the 
p rem atu re  re tirem en t o f

teachers without prior notice 
as such teachers often only 
know o f their retirement by, 
the removal o f their names 
from payment vouchers.

The delegates, after view­
ing experience as vital to ef­
fec tiv e  p ro d u c tiv ity , re ­
so lved  tha t governm en t 
should extend the retirement 
age o f teachers to at least 60 
years while those to be re­
tired should be given ad­
equate notice to enable them 
prepare adequately for life 
after retirement.

T he K ano S tate 
G overnm ent has 
introduced a policy 

to ensure  tha t every  
secondary  school leav er 
attains an appreciable level 
o f  proficiency in Q ur’anic 
recitation by the end o f  his 
secondary education as part 
o f  e ffo rts  to  encourage  
parents to send their children 
to school and discourage 
begging among children o f 
school age.

The Kano State Commis­
sioner for Education, Alhaji 
U sm an A lh a ji, w ho an ­
nounced this at the Com ­
mencement of the State Sum­
mit on Education in Kano, 
said he felt disturbed by the 
p resence  o f  ch ild ren  o f

Kano govt makes Qur’anic education 
compulsory in secondary schools

From M usa Umar Kazaure,
K ano

FG pledges to revive steel industry
TIhe Federal Govern 

ment has resolved to 
revive the ailing steel 

industry with a view to de­
veloping and sustaining the 
basic stage for technological 
development o f  the country.

M in is te r o f  S tate  for 
P ow er and S tee l, A lhaji 
Danjuma Goje, disclosed this 
in Katsina while on a cour­
tesy call on Governor Umar 
Yar’ardua. The minister said 
the President knew the im­
portance attached to the steel 
sector as a catalyst for indus­
trial development.

This he said, prompted 
him to declare his intention 
to revive the ailing sector 
with all the vigour required.

With the flag-off o f the 
Katsina rolling mill, the min­
ister added, the people o f 
Katsina and in indeed, other 
N igerians stand to benefit 
immensely from the Federal 
Governm ent’s initiative to 
improve the standard of liv­
ing o f  the people.

Very soon, he stressed, 
government will extend such

From Hassan Karofi,
K atsina

gesture to  other facets o f  
economic activities o f the na­
tion.

“Katsina is the first steel 
rolling mill to be opened and 
today, it is the first to be re­
opened after a long period of 
closure”, he explained.

Responding, Governor 
U m ar “Y ar’adua thanked 
President Obasanjo for his 
resolve to make the steel sec­
tor vibrant.”

G overnor Y ar’adua re­

minded the minister to under­
stand the importance o f the 
Katsina Steel Rolling Mill to 
the people of the state, hence 
their eagerness and happi­
ness with its re-opening.

“I want you to know that 
this company is seen as a 
sym bol o f  hope fo r the 
growth o f our state” he said.

He called on the people 
o f the state to use the oppor­
tunity to establish smaller in­
dustries that would use the 
products of the company for 
the betterment o f  the people.

From Basscy Ita, C alabar

L

Crosslines to get 
more vehicles

In an effort to generate 
more revenue, the man 
agem ent o f  the Cross 

Lines Limited, the mass tran­
sit com pany o f the Cross 
River State government, has 
said that it has concluded 
plans to acquire more ve­
hicles on its fleet and resume 
its long distance routes.

The General Manager of 
the company, Chief Wilfred 
Eko, who disclosed this to 
Daily Trust in his office re­
cently, said the vehicles that 
would be acquired would ply 
the Calabar-Lagos, Abuja,
Onitsha, Kaduna, Kano and 
Jos rou tes w hich he said 
were lucrative.

Commenting on the recent 
retrenchment in which 73 of 
its staff were laid off, the

company boss promised to 
recall them on improvement 
o f  the fortunes o f the outfit 
in the near future.

He hinted that the exer­
cise was to re-engineer the 
company and make it more 
viable, recalling that the cri­
teria for the exercise included 
old age, bad records, and re­
dundancy.

Chief Eko also debunked 
the allegation that the man­
agem ent o f  the com pany 
went to Lagos in recent times 
on a shopping spree, argu­
ing that the trip was rather 
aimed at enabling them find 
out the cost o f  new buses 
and hold discussions with an 
insurance outfit in the inter­
est o f Cross Lines.

Benue gets committee for Obasanjo’s visit

The Benue State Gov-
ernor, M r G eorge 
Akume, has inaugu­

rated a 28-member committee 
to ensure a hitch-free visit to 
the sta te  by P residen t 
Olusegun Obasanjo slated 
for May 3 and 4,2001.

Mr Akume while inaugu­
rating the committee headed 
by a one time military admin­
istrator o f the state, Brigadier 
General John Atom Kpera, 
warned that the committee 
would be held responsible 
for any failure during the 
presidential visit.

The President’s visit to

From Mike Elaigwu, M akurdi

the state was however seen 
as long over due as the state 
was said to have given him 
many votes in the presiden­
tial election.

Some projects expected to 
be com m issioned  by the 
president include the Otukpo 
w ater w orks, facu lty  o f  
Health Science, Benue State 
University, Gbajimba general 
Hospital, federal secretariat, 
the 132 KVA A liade-to - 
Makurdi electricity line, the 
Okpokwu local government 
secretariat, among others.

school age at official govern­
ment functions in rural areas.

He stated that the effort 
o f the state government in 
the last two years on educa­
tion would change the situa­
tion for the better.

Alhaji Usman explained 
that the education summit, 
which is the first o f its kind 
in the state, was aimed at de­
signing an educational blue­
print for Kano Sate. He said 
the Summit comprised three 
components which he iden­
tified, as the presentation of 
paper by ed u ca tio n is ts , 
scholars and experts, discus­
sion segments, and a syndi­
cated group which is to took 
closely at the various aspects 
discussed during the summit 
with a view to harmonising 
ideas into an articulated blue 
print.

The sta te  governor, 
A lha ji R ab iu  M usa 
Kwankwaso, told the gather­
ing that his government had 
renovated over 6,000 primary 
school classrooms and in­
creased the enrolment figure 
from 248,000 pupils to over 
half a million in the two years 
o f  his administration.

Gov. Kwankwaso

Cross River govt to merge 
institutions of higher learning
TIhe merger o f all the 

sta te  governm ent 
owned tertiary insti­

tutions o f learning in Cross 
River, proposed at the incep­
tion o f  G overnor D onald 
Duke’s administration is in 
the offing.

Governor Donald Duke 
revealed this in Calabar while 
receiving reports o f the Spe­
cial Committee on Merger o f 
Tertiary Institutions of Learn­
ing and that o f the Book Writ­
ing and Review headed by 
Prof. Kevin Etta and Ivara 
Esu respectively.

The governor stated that 
in a few months, the state 
governm ent would im ple­
ment m erger plans o f  the 
state’s tertiary institutions o f 
learning to create a sense o f 
belonging among the indi-

From Bassey Ita, Calabar

PresidentAlpha KonareofMatiand Chairman, ECOWAS (right) ivith Mr. Lansana Kuiiyate, Executive Secretary, ECOWAS (left) 
at the Extra-ordinary summit of ECOWAS HeadofState and Governemtn in Ahuju... yesterday Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

genes o f  the state.
He apologised for the un­

steady funding o f the com­
mittees after their inaugura­
tion.

Speaking earlier, the chair­
man o f  the com m ittee o f  
m erger for tertiary institu­
tions o f learning Prof. Kevin 
Etta acknowledged the burn­
ing enthusiasm o f the gover­
nor, his deputy and the com­
missioner for education to 
revamp the standard o f edu­
cation in the state.

The professor who was 
the Vice-Chancellor o f the 
University o f Calabar until 
early last year, said it would 
require N880 million to build 
the u n iv e rs ity  and cam ­
puses, stressing that N85 
million would be needed for 
take off.

Also speaking, the chair­
man, committee of Book Writ­
ing and Review, Prof. Ivara 
Esu stated that dispite the fi­
nancial shortcomings o f the 
committee, it had developed 
a table o f  contents for writ­
ing o f 65 text books on 20 
sub jec ts  in post p rim ary  
schools.

Responding, the gover­
nor said that the idea o f hav­
ing books w ritten and re­
viewed cafhe as a result o f in­
adequate book materials in 
the m arket fo r s tuden ts, 
which he said, had culm i­
nated in the borrowing o f 
books by students.

'Duke however indicted 
the state newspaper corpo­
ration for being unable to 
produced exercise books for 
various schools in the state.
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^ y e n a to r  Stella Omu (PDP 
Delta South) is the Sen- 
ate Chief Whip, an out­

spoken politician, she is one 
among the three women mem­
bers o f  the upper house. In this 
interview with National Assem­
bly Correspondent REUBEN 
YUNANA, S en ator Omu 
speaks on controversial issues 
like resource control, deregu­
lation and the Obasanjo presi­
dency.

According to her, the Presi­
dent does not get the best ad­
vice from his Attorney-General 
who is an AD member.

EXCERPTS:-
Why is there a discordant 

tone from the Niger-Delta even 
though your party is in power. 
Are you not satisfied with the 
performance o f  the executive?

W e are running  a dem o­
cratic government where every­
body is free to  say w hat he 
wants to say. And when you are 
talking about democratic system 
o f government you are talking 
about the rule o f  law, separation 
o f power, compromise, justice, 
fairness; when you look at it 
from the point o f rule o f  law, 
the constitution vests the con­
trol o f  resources in the hands o f 
the federal government. And so, 
before anything is done about 
that, the law should be amended 
before we can talk  about the 
s ta te s  c o n tro ll in g  th e ir  r e ­
sources. That is why some sena­
tors are saying that it is a con­
stitutional issue. Yes it is true it 
is a constitu tiona l issue but 
when you w ant peace, that is 
where com prom ise comes in. 
W hy are  the p eo p le  o f  the 
Niger-Delta today talking o f  re­
source control? If  today, there 
are bridges over w ater in the 
N ig e r-D e lta  area as against 
bridges over land in the areas 
where the oil is not produced, 
people would not complain. If  
the people in the Niger-Delta are 
having a fair share o f  the na­
tional cake, they  w ou ld  not 
complain.

Are they not getting a fair  
share then?

What you find today is that 
federal appointm ents are not

I N S I D E  P O L I T I C S■ I 1̂ I E—  I Li I I I  ’<*■9
Deregulation is

By Reuben Y unana

given to people from the Niger- 
Delta area. Take for example all 
the big oil companies, the fed­
eral boards, they are all chaired 
by people from other parts o f the 
coun try , leav ing  ou t peop le  
from the Niger-Delta.

My Senatorial D istrict for 
example, Delta South, the num­
ber one producer o f  oil in the 
country, does not have a son as 
chairman o f any o f  the federal 
boards. These are the things that 
spur people to talk  about re­
source control.

We in the Niger-Delta want 
to be our brother’s keeper but 
because o f this, should we be 
cheated? We should be given a 
piece o f the cake that is what we 
are asking. The politics o f  tak­
ing everything from the people 
and giving them nothing in re­
turn is the driving force to this 
issue o f  resource control. We 
w ant to be part o f  the big oil 
companies. We want to be like 
the Mike Adenugas . . .  So that 
when political parties are being 
formed and people are contrib­
uting, we want our own big men 
to contribute also.

But you find out that people 
from other areas are given op­
portunity to lift oil but people 
from this area where the oil is 
produced are not given the op­
portunity  and w hen the tim e 
comes for donation, because we 
do no t have , w e b rin g  our 
w idow ’s m ite w hich are not 
recognised, but those who have 
made billions from lifting oil 
bring out millions as donation 
and are recognised. So, when 
we talk o f  resource control to 
our Nigerian brothers and sis­
ters, we are not saying we want 
everything for ourselves. We 
are saying let us also touch the 
oil. Take for example people are 
now  ta lk ing  abou t m arg inal 
fields. By the time you know it, 
people from other parts o f  the

country would be given these 
fields to the exclusion o f  people 
from these areas.

This is what we mean when

it. At least 75 percent will get it 
right.

Did Senate take a position 
on the issue o f  resource con-

S  tel la Omu
we talk about resource control. 
The people from this area are 
no t o rg an ised  because  they  
don’t have the money but these 
marginal fields are being given 
out. I f  we don’t start making 
noise now nothing will come to 
us, we have to complain.

Why this noise over oil 
when the country is blessed 
with other resources?

Precisely. Nigeria is too rich 
for everybody to concentrate on 
oil alone. And the country is so 
big that it is difficult to manage 
from all the comers. I f  they cut 
it into manageable portions we 
would not have the problem we 
are having now like the prob­
lem o f  petrol and refineries that 
we are having now. Give every 
state the opportunity to manage 
their affairs, at the end o f the day 
not every state will mismanage

trol at the Calabar retreat?
We had a committee on the 

constitution. It is a constitu ­
tional issue. The committee han­
dling it will come out with its 
own findings on the issue

There is a provision in the 
constitution regarding the pay­
ment o f 13 percent derivation, 
is it being implemented?

If you will recall some years 
back, derivation used to be there 
in the time o f  cocoa, ground­
nuts, it used to be 15 percent 
before and now 13 percent as 
contained in section 152 o f  the 
constitution. Nothing less than 
13 percent. But today that 13 
percent was not paid from the 
beginning o f this governm ent 
and then there is this issue o f 
onshore and offshore whereas 
section 162 o f  the constitution 
is clear and unambiguous. Pay

derivation o f  not less than 13 
percent. Even this onshore and 
offshore they are talking about, 
by 1992 w hen  O M PA D E C  
came up it was abrogated. It was 
Y ar’Adua, o f  blessed memory, 
who canvassed that issue. This 
was because Y ar’Adua wanted 
the peace and unity o f  this coun- 
try.

And again for God’s sake 13 
percent out o f 100, why are we 
bothered over it? I f  that w ill 
bring peace to this country what 
is the problem? We want peace, 
we want a united and great N i­
geria. W hen there was crisis in 
my area in the early days o f  this 
government the president vis­
ited my area w hich w as en ­
gulfed in crisis, we know how 
we have been m anaging the 
people'there.

It is unfortunate that people 
from other parts o f the country 
talk about federal character but 
when it comes to the pollution 
in the Niger-Delta nobody cares. 
People there are dying every 
second because o f the effects o f 
in h a lin g  carb o n  m onox ide  
through the years. It is not be­
ing shared across the country, 
children are dying, in fact we 
don’t know what the long-term 
effects would be on the people 
o f the area. Houses, roads are 
being corroded. All the people 
are saying is give us good roads, 
electricity, good drinking water, 
hospitals, because we are dying 
as a result o f  exposure to the 
effects o f  oil exploration and 
refineries.

Considering ycur stand on 
resource control, are the people 
o f the Niger-Delta after the im­
provement o f  their conditions 
or are they after the dismem­
berment o f  the country like 
MOSOB and MASSOB?

No, No, No! I said it in my 
presentation. We love this coun­
try  and the p rogress o f  this 
country. But we don’t want to 
be cheated. I f  you are not able 
to m anage the cake properly

I have confidence in APP... but -  Sarah
A National leader o f  the 

/ j  A ll P eo p le ’s Party 
j l J L  (APP), Dr. O lusola 
Saraki fielded questions from  
newsmen in Ilorin last Friday. 
He spoke on issues affecting his 
party at both state and national 
leveis. Excerpts:

Why are you in Ilorin so 
soon?

Some leaders in the town 
and our rulers, including Imams 
in the state, said they wanted to 
come and see me in Lagos, they 
were sent to me by the governor 
to come and beg me that what­
ever he might have done wrong, 
I should forgive him. Then I said 
they should not come, I mean I 
can’t allow my state traditional 
rulers to come to Lagos. I’m one 
o f their subjects. So, I decided 
to come and meet them. So I am 
here for peace and to reconcile 
my people.

What is your position on the 
caretaker committee?

Such a committee is not in 
existence in Kwara State, Kwara 
state has no caretaker. As far a? 
I am concerned in Kwara State, 
the APP is intact, the members 
o f  the executive were elected in 
a congress, and no individual 
wherever he is, can dissolve our 
executive here, except we hold 
a congress. As much as people 
love me here, I dare not as a per­
son sav I dissolve the executive.

| From Abdu Laro, in Ilorin

it is undemocratic and unjust. As 
far as I am concerned, there is a 
chairman, elected in a congress, 
ju s t like governor Lawal was 
nominated in a congress, so he 
(Professor Ogunshola) remains 
our chairman, and nobody from 
anywhere can come and tell us 
he is not our chairman. When the 
time comes, we will go to con­
gress and have a new executive.

Why did you tender an apol­
ogy at the Jigawa meeting?

It is not true, there was noth­
ing like that at the NEC meeting 
in Jigawa. K wara was never, 
never discussed. Though the 
chairman said there was crisis 
and said I should go and resolve 
it. But the only thing that hap­
pened was that the governor said 
he had a quarrel with the chair- 
tian  and behind me, he went and 
remove him. I put the governor 
there, I also put the chairman 
there, and if  there is any prob­
lem between the two o f them, I 
expect the governor to tell me, 
this is what the chairman has 
done. And secondly, the gover­
nor cannot run the party and run 
the government for us, he must 
face the government and we face 
the party. It is the party  that 
nom inated him. we voted for

him, so he cannot run the party. 
He should face his government, 
while we face the party, anything 
beside this, I wont allow it. He is 
our governor, we still support 
him because he is trying his best.

The time has not come when 
I will tell the story o f what they 
did to me in this state. When God 
is behind me, why do I bother 
myself. Before the meeting in 
Jigawa, I had phone calls from 
Ilorin that I am going to be dis­
missed from the party. I said in 
APP, I am one o f  the founders, 
so we will all see what I have 
done to w arrant anybody sus­
pending or dismissing me from 
the party. Then we got to Jigawa, 
the governors, senators and some 
honourables were holding meet­
ings, they didn’t invite some of 
us. To me it is very, very strange.

What do you have to say 
about allegations against you by 
the APP National Chairman?

The APP National Chairman 
claims that: I w ant to remove 
him, I went to Akure to discuss 
about AD/APP. He also defended 
him self on some allegations lev­
elled against him. Then he said 
what do I have to say? I said I’ve 
never done anything to warrant 
my wanting to remove him. On 
my alleged working for Atiku, I 
said, me Olusola Saraki, work­
ing for Atiku? I told him to re­
member that there was the deci­

sion that we should rally round 
the people for support towards 
the next elections and this is 
w hat I was doing. That there 
should be realignment and they 
said, you didn’t discuss this with 
us, that, that was what you were 
doing and I said I am very sorry, 
please forgive me.

There is crisis in Olusola 
Saraki’s political family, what 
is the way forward?

No. The APP chairman has 
no power to dissolve our exco 
and we are not accepting it. I 
have told the governor, you can’t 
run the government and run the 
p arty  for us, w hen the tim e 
comes, we choose new execu­
tive.

Two, the main cause o f  the 
crisis was that the governor said 
we should allow him pick who­
ever he wishes as party chair­
man.

To me, APP has missed the 
road, and one o f the dishearten­
ing things that happened was that 
there was a by-election in Enugu, 
and APP could not field a can­
didate. Haba! Haba! It is a very, 
very bad sign, a very, very bad 
sign. APP? A  seat that we won 
and by legal manoeuvres, we lost 
it. It was dissolved and a new 
election was organ; :sd. ' -.— we 
couldn’t field  a cancuo-tr. It 
shows you the tvp — „aership 
w e  h a v e  in A P P . sn  in other

words, things are not going on 
well in APP. I am a man o f  his­
tory, I learn from history, I don’t 
want to repeat history, I make 
history. APP has missed the way 
and som ething m ust be done 
very, very quickly, otherwise I 
don’t know what can happen to 
it. Otherwise how can you have 
a by-election in a post that we 
held for over one year and yet 
w hen the tim e o f  by-election 
comes, we didn’t field a candi­
date. Take it that something is 
wrong somewhere.

Do you still have confidence 
in the party?

Yes, but there is a problem 
and we pray to God to intervene. 
So, we will wait for another con­
gress, but for Governor Lawal to 
say  th a t he d o e sn ’t w ant 
Ogunshola and went behind to 
ask some people to dissolve the 
cabinet, I w on’t take it at all. He 
cannot run his government and 
come here to run the party for 
me.

Any regret over develop­
ments in Kwara politics?

I didn’t expect all these, but 
I thank Go-? 1 am capable o f 
dealing with it, with the support 
o f the people the party will over­
come these nroblems

then let us manage it ourselves 
and give you tax so that Nigeria 
would benefit more from that 
cake that is in our land. When 
we manage it, we are prepared 
to pay tax and you might even 
benefit more than is the case 
now. W hen we manage it yoai 
will get more money from the 
tax and more profit than what is 
happening today. That is all we 
are saying. That is all we are 
saying. We want a better Nige­
ria. We want to manage Nigeria 
productively so it does not col­
lapse.

But people from other part 
o f the country are worried that 
nobody talked about resource 
control when the country's 
economy was being sustained 
by groundnuts, cotton, cocoa, 
rubber. . .

W hen we talk o f  resource 
control, we are talking about the 
unity o f this country. The man­
agement o f  our resources at the 
centre is very poor and people 
are not feeling the effect, so 
competition is no longer there 
because everybody depends on 
oil. Nobody wants to think of 
other sources o f  wealth. What 
happens today i f  the oil fin­
ishes?

I f  the federal government 
implements the 13percent deri­
vation as you demand, would 
you be satisfied?

I f  government implements 
it, then we would say we are 
m ov ing! W e w o u ld  en su re  
p ro p e r  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  
p ro jects, projects m onitoring 
and then make further pleas be­
cause the constitution says “not 
less than 13 percent” we shall 
then move to 50 percent and 
then keep on pleading w ith the 
restive youth o f the Niger-Delta 
to drop their arms because gov­
ernment is sincere.

PDP controls the govern­
ment both at the centre and in 
the N iger-D elta . Why is 
Obasanjo reluctant to pay the 
13 percent derivation?

As I said, Obasanjo is one 
man, he has many advisers and 
here is the rule o f  law. In the 
constitution, power is vested in 
the federal government. I f  there 
is going to be a change, and 
where it affects land use, that 
area is a no go area. This is a 
PDP governm ent and I know 

-that the PDP is sympathetic to 
the cause o f  the people on the 
13 percent derivation but the 
Attorney-General is not a PDP 
man. He is an AD man. So he 
knows why he is advising the 
g o v e rn m en t th e  o th e r  w ay 
round. But I know that the PDP 
is for us and Mr. Preside it is 
sympathetic to our cause. , ut 
when you have an adviser v o 
is unfortunate ly  an AD m; > 
what do you expect.

Why is the president bei 
on deregulating the oil sect ■ 
even though the National >- 
sem bly appears vehemei ly 
opposed to it?

In a situation where p ople 
are still hungry, in a si' lation 
where you have not foui i an al­
ternative it is dangero' to  talk 
about deregulation. I .night be 
good but for now peor .e are cry­
ing, I don’fthink thi is the right 
time to deregulate. He is a lis­
tening father w ho w ants the 
unity o f  this country. He will 
take the best option.

The federa l governm ent 
has taken the 36 state govern­
ments to court over the deriva­
tion issue. What is your advice?

My advice has always been 
that the issue should be w ith­
drawn from court and solved 
politically. That is also the stand .  

o f the P D P .
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___________  FOCUS_______________
S a fe ty  m a tc h e s  p r o d u c t io n  p la n t

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE

Pre-investments 
Space Rent (variable)
Plant & Machinery 
Fixtures & Fittings 
Installations & Engineering 
Project Vehicle (F.U) 
Capital Utilities (F.U) 
Working Capital (S.U) 
Contingency margin 
Total Investm ent

A B C
50 80 120
60 60 80
350 650 3,500
50 60 120
60 100 150
- 350 450
- 100 150
100 150 300
67 155 485
737 1,705 5,355

There are different 
types o f  m atches 
in c lu d in g  th o s e  

w hich ignite w hen rubbed 
and struck against any sur­
face. Safety m atches are, 
especially m ade to ignite 
only w hen rubbed against 
a specially prepared sur­
face usually  provided on 
the sides o f  the m atchbox.

S afety  m atches are a 
household com m odity. It 
is used  by all c lasses o f  
people as a re liab le  fire 
so u rc e . T h u s , s a fe ty  
m atches are w idely con­
su m e d  in  h o u s e h o ld s ,  
schools, churches, hotels, 
hospital, cam ps, laborato­
ries, research centres and 
so forth. In fact, it has be­
com e a daily need.

A s far as m atches con­
su m p tio n  is co n cern ed , 
there  is no dem arca tio n  
betw een the rich and the 
poor. B oth  ch ild ren  and 
adults use m atches daily. 
S m o k e rs  h a v e  m a tc h  
boxes in their pockets at 
all tim es, apart from  a few 
who use lighters.

W ith a popu la tion  o f  
over 100 m illion people, 
th e  d e m a n d  fo r  s a fe ty  
m a tc h e s  is  v e ry  h ig h  
w hilst the supply is on the 
low  side. The supply gap 
is n o rm a lly  b rid g e d  by 
large-scale im portation o f  
m atches from  C hina, In­
dia, K orea, Indonesia and 
other A sian countries.

S in ce  w e h av e  o n ly  
few  producers in N igeria, 
there is a great investm ent 
o p p o rtu n ity  in  m a tch es  
p ro d u c tio n  fo r bo th  the 
local and export m arkets.

T h is  p ro je c t  w il l ,  
th e re fo re , in c re a se  o u r 
G ross N a tio n a l P roduct 
(G N P ), c re a te  e m p lo y ­
m en t o p p o rtu n itie s  and  
rake in substantial am ount 
o f  foreign exchange -all to 
the advantage o f  the inves­
tors and the nation.

M achinery and equip­
m en t re q u ire d  fo r  th is  
p ro je c t in c lu d e  th e  ho t 
p la te s  o r tray s , d ip p in g  
leveller, m ixing tank, cut­
te r s ,  tr im m e r , fo ld e r , 
racks, w eighing scale and 
m iscellaneous tools. The 
required raw  m aterials in­
c lude  w ater, z inc  ox ide  
starch, gum  arabic, ferric 
oxide, m illed glass, m an­
ganese d ioxide, sulphur, 
p a ra f f in  w ax  an d
i • r ,aiij oiner

~ ~~ .u g v

fty R ickson Agubas

som e o f  these  m ateria ls  
are im ported, all required 
raw  m aterials are readily 
available in m ost chem i­
cal shops scattered in  our 
urb<jn centres such as La­
gos, Ibadan, Aba, Onitsha, 
Kano, Port H arcourt and 
Kaduna.

Production process in­
v o lv e s  s p lin t  p a ra f f in , 
head coating, m ixing com ­
p o s it io n s , b o x  c u ttin g , 
t r im m in g  an d  fo ld in g , 
w eighing and packaging. 
Full details o f  the process 
flow, packaging m ethods, 
m anpow er requirem ents, 
m anagem ent and m arket­
ing, etc. w ill be em bodied 
in a com prehensive  and 
bankable feasibility report 
fo r genu ine  p ro sp ec tiv e  
investors.

The p lant m ay be lo ­
ca ted  in any  part o f  the 
country w ith adequate fa­
cilities, including accom ­
m odation, electricity and 
transport. Urban and semi-

This profile is on the 
processing o f  oils 
into laundry soap 

w ith locally  sourced raw  
m a te ria ls . E ven  th o u g h  
synthetic detergents have 
invaded our local m arkets 
o f  late, m any households 
now  prefer quality laundry 
soap in order to pre-serve 
the co lou r, tex tu re , and 
q u a l i ty  o f  th e ir  c o s t ly  
c lo th in g  m ate ria ls  fo r a 
long time.

M oreover, the process 
o f  laundry soap m anufac­
tu r in g  is s im p le r  th a n  
those o f  to ile t soaps and 
detergents. The project is 
a lso  v ia b le  on  a sm a ll 
scale.

The basic raw  m ateri­
als required include veg­
etable oils w hich m ay be

urban centres are specially 
favoured, though rural ar­
eas m ay also  be consid­
ered.

T here  are th ree m ain

obtained from  palm  ker­
nel, palm  oil, soya bean, 
g ro u n d n u t, co co n u t and 
cotton seed. Tallow, which 
m a y  b e  o b ta in e d  fro m  
m eat processing factories 
also serve as raw  m ateri­
als for soap m anufacture. 
For this project, however, 
the use o f  palm  kernel oil 
is recom m ended, though 
other oils m ay be used as 
a substitute.

There are three m ajor 
relatively  sim ple m ethods 
o f  m anufacturing ordinary 
laundry  soap. T hese  in ­
c lu d e  th e  c o ld , s e m i­
b o iled  and  fu lly -b o ile d  
processes. This w rite-up is 
based on the sem i-boiled

production options avail­
able to  the investor. O p­
tion A involves the use o f  
m anual m achines w ith  up 
to  25  f a c to ry  w o rk e rs

p rocess o f  soap p roduc­
tion.

M achinery and equip­
m e n t re q u ire d  fo r  th is  
p ro ject include the soap 
m ixer/boiler, soap fram es, 
soap  s lab b in g  m ach in e , 
bar tablet cutting m achine, 
caustic  m easuring tanks, 
and hydrom eter. The plant 
m ay be located in any ac­
cessible part o f  the coun­
try  w ith good m arketing  
outlets.

Production process in­
volves the m ixing o f  ap­
propriate quantities o f  oils 
w ith  so d iu m  h y d ro x id e  
(caustic soda). The reac­
t io n  w h ic h  o c c u rs  is 
te rm e d  s a p o n if ic a t io n  
w hich is the splitting up o f  
esters o f  the fats and oils 
into their com ponent parts 
(fatty acids and glycerol). 
T he fa tty  ac id  co m b in e  
w ith the sodium  content o f  
the caustic soda to yield  a 
new  product. This is the 
popular laundry soap we 
use today. G lycero l can  
also be retrieved and sold 
to other industries thereby 
m aking higher profits, es­
pecially  i f  the fully  boiled 
process is adopted.

This project m ay em ­
ploy a b c . t  8 persons for

w hile O ption  B involves 
the use o f  m otorised sem i­
autom ated m achines w ith 
c o n s id e ra b ly  le ss  m a n ­
pow er. O p tio n  C is the

start-up. A rented building 
with enough space for pro­
duction equipm ent, stores 
and  o ffices  m ay  be  a d ­
equate . I f  th is  op tio n  is 
taken, the cap ita l layout 
becom es m inim al. A ll the 
n ecessa ry  d e ta ils  as re ­
gards locational factors, 
p lan t layout, p roduction  
processes, flow  chart, or­
g an isa tio n  and  m an ag e­
m ent, m anpow er require­
m ents and so forth w ill be 
em bodied in com prehen­
sive feasib ility  report for 
interested investors.

G ood m arketing strat­
egies should be adopted. 
M ajo r d is trib u to rs , w ho 
are  ex p ec ted  to  p ay  fo r 
their consignm ent in ad­
vance, should be offered 
attractive rebates. Target 
m arket includes both our 
local m arkets and the ex­
p o r t  m a rk e t, e sp e c ia lly  
w ithin the ECOW AS sub- 
region.

T he en v isaged , p lan t 
has a capacity  for 50 car­
tons o f  laundry  soap per 
eigh t-hour shift. O pera t­
ing on 75 per cent capac­
ity on a single shift for 250 
days per annum , a total o f  
9.375 cartons w ill be pro­
duced. I f  w e m ake an al-

fully autom ated plant.
The options m entioned 

above are in the table to ­
gether w ith their cost im ­
p lica tions. T hus, the  in ­
vestor has to make his own 
choice depending on the 
envisaged scale o f  opera­
tio n  and  financial log is­
tics.

Project cost estimates
D aily output w ith  O p­

tion A  is about 20 dozen 
boxes w hile O ption B and 
C range betw een 50 and 
200 dozens respectively. 
Annual production output, 
therefore, depends on the 
chosen production option.

W ith a ready  and  v i­
b ran t ex p o rt m arke t, an  
im pressive  tu rn o v er and 
high returns on investm ent 
w ill be recorded.

A ll p lan ts have short 
p a y -b a c k  p e r io d s  an d  
p o s i t iv e  N P V s . T h is  
project w ill be com pleted 
fo r  in te re s te d  in v e s to rs  
w ithin twelve weeks if  this 
w riter is consulted.

low ance o f  5 percent for 
w astages and public rela­
tions, then a m inim um  o f  
8 ,9 0 6  c a r to n s  w ill  be  
packaged  and so ld  at an 
a d v e r t is e m e n t p r ic e  o f  
N 2,400.00 each.

This y ields a turnover 
o f  N 2 1 .4  m ill io n  fro m  
w hich w e deduct our raw  
m aterials input o f  N  16.2 
m illio n  an d  o u r an n u a l 
o p e ra tin g  co s ts  o f  N1.6 
m illio n  leav in g  a p ro fit 
before tax  o f  about N 3 .6 
m illion. The beauty o f  this 
project is that it does not 
depend on electric pow er 
for operations.

T h is p ro je c t m ay  be 
scaled up or dow n to suit 
an in v esto r's  pocket. Its 
special advantages include 
low  capital cost, short pay 
b ack  p e r io d , lo ca l raw  
m ateria ls , local p ro d u c ­
tion m achinery, ready and 
vibrant m arket as w ell as 
very  good returns on in­
vestm ent.

A p ro je c t  o f  
N 800,000.00 w hich yields 
a first y ear p ro fit before  
tax o f  N3 m illion is sim ­
ply excellent. Prospective 
investors w ill be assisted 
fo r p ro p er p lan n in g  and  
project packaging.

“The process o f laundry 
soap manufacturing is 
simpler than those of toi­
let soaps and detergents. 
The project is also viable 
on a small scale. ”

“Safety matches are a household commodity. It 
is used by all classes ofpeople as a reliable fire 
source. Thus, safety matches are widely con­
sumed in households, schools, churches, hotels, 
hospital, camps, laboratories, research centres 
and so forth. In fact, it has become a daily need. 99

Laundry soap production
By Rickson Agubas
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Making millions from low-cost fish farming
S ince the p ast few  

months, this consult­
ant has received a lot 

o f letters and enquiries from 
individuals, co-operative 
groups and corporate bodies 
nation-wide, requesting for 
cost estimate and other in­
formation regarding some of 
our low-cost fish farming 
systems. Many o f these en­
quiries eventually became 
firm orders.

In th is  issue , I have 
deemed it wise to provide . 
every necessary information 
these readers require on low- 
cost still water pond farm­
ing that generate millions of 
naira in less than a year.

Traditional pond farm­
ing system  is fam iliar to 
som e o f  us, p articu la rly  
those from the riverine ar­
eas. This still water pond 
farm ing system  has only 
been improved scientifically 
by A quacu ltu re  System s 
Technologies, Lagos, espe­
cially through their modem 
P ro g ressiv e  T ran sfe r o f  
Stock (PTS) technique. Un­
like concre te  ponds and 
tanks, traditional still water 
earthen pond farming has 
many drawbacks. Location 
is almost always remote and 
must be near a water body, 
such as a river or stream. 
Earthen pond management 
req u ires  an experienced  
hand who, in addition, m u st, 
know how to handle pond 
bottom sludge, infiltration, 
water and soil contamina­
tion problems and many oth­
ers when they occur.

All these involve rigor­
ous pond maintenance, in 
addition to stock insecurity 
from theft and predation. Al­
though the cost o f construct­
ing an earthen pond is far 
cheaper than that o f a con­
crete pond o f comparable 
size, but the m aintenance 
costs are far higher. With 
concrete ponds, one can site 
fish farms of any size on any 
type o f soil in any environ­
ment. No lime treatment or 
long periods o f pond bottom 
drying between harvest and 
restocking, as is the case 
with earthen ponds. Yet it 
has a life span o f  15 to 20 
years.

The only problem with 
concrete ponds and tanks is 
that they are relatively ex­
pensive. Check the costs o f 
cem ent, sand and gravel. 
Forget about the pipes, they 
are cheap. No need for aera­
tors unless you want to go 
for high-density stocking 
and large volume produc­
tion. If  you know you can 
afford these materials, then

By Sharon Anochie

contact this consultant for a 
special design that would 
suit your site -w hether in 
your farm estate or in your

prospective investors have 
informed us that they had 
n e ith e r  e le c tr ic ity  nor 
borehole facilities on their 
proposed sites, and asked

recirculation systems for a 
more intensive large volume 
production. For those who 
have access to  a regu lar 
power supply or generator

to cars, clothes and houses. 
You just state how you want 
yo u r farm  to look like, 
where the water supply will 
come from, facility architec-

The River Niger at Baro Baro
compound. You only pay the 
im plem entation fee. You 
will also be assisted to pur­
chase the fingerlings -fast 
grow ing strains. U nder a 
special arrangement, we can 
breed the fingerlings for you 
right in your farm by setting 
up a sm all hatchery  and 
transferring the technology 
to you -so you can be a 
fingerlings producer as well.

C oncre te  ponds and 
tanks are relatively expen­
sive, yes, but they are one- 
shot investment, like invest­
ing in guns. Just close your 
eyes and build it. It will last 
for 20 years, and when you 
are tired o f making money 
in a monotonous way and 
w ant to w atch over your 
other investments, you can 
leave the operation to your 
ch ildren  or a re la tion  to 
whom you owe a favour. 
Water for the tank pond:

Your concrete fish pond/ 
tank farming systems can be 
designed according to the 
facilities available. Some

is a famous fishing village in 
whether supplying borehole 
water to the farm by tanker 
truck would be all right. The 
answ er is YES! One can 
conveniently run his farm 
with trucked-in water for the 
first production cycle o f 6 
months, then he could dig 
his own borehole facility 
from a fraction o f his pro­
duction revenue.

Electricity supply:
Many people in the rural 

com m unities d esire  our 
highly successful MICRO­
FARM system but are con­
strained by lack o f electric 
power supply in their locali­
ties. These folks can start 
with big round tanks o f 10 
or 12 m etres diam eter or 
sm all concrete  ponds o f  
about 20 metres diameter, 
and produce their fish under 
still water extensive system. 
After one year, they should 
have made enough money to 
buy generators or connect 
the public line from afar. 
Then they can convert their 
ponds and  tanks to

Niger State. 
but favour concrete ponds or 
tanks, we can install the new 
Flo-Bull or Aeropulse aspi­
rator aerators to supply oxy­
gen for high density stock­
ing o f  fish and for faster 
growth as well.

Feeds for your fish:
As specialists in warm 

w ater fish  n u tritio n  and 
feeds technology, the con­
sultancy service will include 
the provision o f  technical 
advice, training and support 
in quality feed formulation, 
compounding and feeding 
s tra teg ie s  fo r op tim um  
growth performance -free of 
charge to clients

C hoosing your farm  
design:

Giving us challenges is 
what we expect from clients 
-by letting us bu ild  your 
farm according to your plan 
or design  specifications. 
Custom-made farms are a 
common feature in Europe, 
A sia and North America. 
Customisation is not limited

Pictures by Felix Onigbinde 
ture, landscape, pond pro­
file. A nything you fancy 
with environmental declara­
tion. Your conceived idea 
could be the solution to an 
established problem.

For example, the idea of 
the popular MICRO-FARM 
recircu lating  system  was 
spawned by a young and vi­
sionary agribusiness entre­
preneur, Ephraim  O gazi, 
from Imo state, in Novem­
ber 1998. He wanted some­
thing unique and we gave it 
to him, and a novel technol­
ogy was bom.

The first fish farm that I 
worked in during my intern­
ship training in Manila, Phil­
ippines, was qualified to be 
one o f the wonders o f the 
20th century. It was a tour­
ist fish farm containing all 
the freshwater and marine 
ornamental fish species in 
the Asia-Pacific. Although 
the estate drew  its w ater 
from the River Fasig, the 
marine fish section used ar­
tificial seawater made by

“The firstfish farm that I  worked in during my internship train­
ing in Manila, Philippines, was qualified to be one o f the won­
ders o f the 20th century. It was a tourist fish farm containing 
all the freshwater and marine ornamental fish species in the 
Asia-Pacific. Although the estate drew its water from the River 
Fasig, the marine fish section used artificial seawater made by 
adding a given quantity o f sea salt to freshwater.99

adding a given quantity o f 
sea salt to freshwater. The 
m ain a ttrac tio n  w as the 
tila p ia  p ro d u c tio n  un it 
which was a long two-sto- 
rey building (formerly an or­
dinary undecked warehouse. 
The ground floor served as 
the water treatment unit con­
taining the mechanical and 
biological filtration systems. 
The first floor contained 20 
grow-out fish tanks, whilst 
the second (last) floor was 
the hatchery.

From the first floor, pol­
luted (waste) water from the 
20 g ro w -o u t tanks flow  
down under gravity to the 
mechanical and biological 
filters on the ground floor 
where the wastes are filtered 
out and the water purified 
before it is pumped up to the 
fingerlings nursery tanks in 
the hatchery on the second 
floor. From the second floor 
hatchery, the w ater flows 
down by gravity into the 20 
grow-out tanks on the first 
floor, and down again to the 
ground-level filters where 
the water is scrubbed clean 
and sent up again. The cy­
cles continued until harvest, 
no water change.

You could imagine how 
the water circulated in the 
building from top to bottom 
and up again continually- 
like blood circulation in hu­
m ans. From  outside, the 
w ooden  board  bu ild in g  
looked like a college dormi­
tory, but it produced 120 
tonnes o f  genetically im ­
proved tilapia a year that fi­
nanced the operations o f the 
estate's farm holdings.

It was the wild dream of 
the estate owner, M anuel 
Vargas, a hotels and tourism 
investor, to attract tourists to 
his wonderland -and thou­
sands o f tourists did flood in 
every year to gawk at his 
marvels.

The point is that clients 
are encouraged to state what 
they w ant and how  they 
want their farms to look like. 
There are no laid down rules 
for farm designs, only the 
principle is the same.

Some people have un­
completed storey buildings 
lying idle and derelict for 
years, we offer them the op­
portunity o f converting them 
to productive fish breeding 
facilities, temporarily or per­
manently, that would gener­
ate m illions o f  naira in a 
year, depending on the ca- ■ 
pacity or size. The time to 
start is now.

F or any enquiries or 
further information, con­
tact the Editor o f  this news­
paper
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South African Music awards
A new  era is daw ning in 

South A frican m usic as 
South  A fr ic a ’s y o ung  

blood lead the nominations list o f  
the Standard Bank South African 
M u sic  A w ard s. L e a d in g  the  
nom inations list with four nom i­
nations is respec ted  m usician  
Jabu Khanyile, w ho with Bayete 
is nom inated for: Best Duo or 
Group, Best Adult Contemporary 
Album  and Best African Pop Al­
bum and w ith Sipho Sithole for 
Best Producer for.Bam bata’s al­
bum 1906.
With three nom inations each, in­
c lu d in g  B ets N ew co m er, are 
both  TK  fo r h er album  TK O  
(B est F e m a le A rtis t and  B est 
RandB Album ) and Bam bata for 
their album 1906 (Best Zulu M u­
sic and Best Adult Contemporary 
Album: African).
Joining the top nom inees list is 
keyboard virtuoso Paul Hanm er 
for his album Playola, which sees 
him nom inated in the three cat­
egories: Best M ale Artisrt, Best 
C ontem porary Jazz A lbum  and 
B e s t P ro d u c e r  (w ith  P e te r  
Pearlson).

We are trem en d o u sly  happy  
w ith the look o f  the nom inations 
list,” explains D um a ka Ndlovu, 
chairm an o f  the SAM A com m it­
tee. “H aving such a strong pres­
ence o f  new com ers can only be 
a good sign for South African 
m usic . It is a lso  good to  see 
these new nam es supported by 
long-standing industry favourites 
such as the ever-popular M iriam  
Makeba and Sibongile Khumalo.” 
To go with her recent Gram m y 
nom ination M iriam  M akeba has 
earned herse lf tw o Sam a nom i­
nations for Best A dult Contem ­
porary Album: African and Best 
F em ale  A rtis t fo r h er a lbum  
Homeland.

Joining M am a A frica in the hotly 
contested Best Fem ale Artist cat­
egory  are L ebo (ano ther new ­
com er and also  nom inated  for 
Best Dance A l­
bum  and  B est 
Dance Single),
Linda Kekana,
T K  an d  
S i b o n g i l e  
Khumalo.
Hoping to con­
tinue their un­
b ea ten  s tre a k  
and wi >.' g to 
ex ten  ih e ir  
record to seven 
(one for every 
year the awards 
have been run­
n in g ) s tra ig h t 
wins in the Best

in the 39 categories.
“Special attention is paid  to this 
part o f  the aw ards process,” ex­
plains D um a ka Ndlovu. “W ith

is ensuring w e obtain qualified 
and un-biased judges who can cri­
tiq u e  the m usic  in a fa ir  and 
knowledgeable way.”

tion and exhibition centre under
one roof, and provides purpose-
built conference, exhibition and
special events facilities.

Lifetim e achievem ent
awards w ent to: Letta 
Mbulu PhiThis is all of­
ficial Sam a blurb: A 
new  era is daw ning in 
South African music as 
South A frica’s young 
blood lead the nom ina­
tions list o f  the Stan­
dard Bank South A fri­
can  M u s ic  A w ard s 
L eading  the nom ina­
tio n s  l is t  w ith  fo u r 
n o m in a tio n s  is r e ­
spected m usician Jabu 
K h an y ile , w ho  w ith  
B ayete  is nom inated  
for: Best Duo or Group, 
Best Adult ContempoMbhqanga category Mondoza,middle,winner o f  Best Kwaito album and Best song oftheyear with Brenda Fassie who won Best ra| ,̂ ^ ]^ um ancj g est ^ f-

are Soul Brothers 
for their album  
In to m b i Y am i.
W hile hoping to 
pick up their sec­
ond consecutive 
Sama in the Best 
R ock  C ategory  
a re  S p rin g b o k  
N ude Girls w ith 
their hard-edged 
album  Relaxzor.
C om peting with 
th em  are  
W o n d e rb o o m , 
debutants Saron 
G as, an d  T ree  
with their highly 
acclaimed album 
63.
The nom inees for the Standard 
B an k  S o u th  A fr ic a n  M u sic  
A w ards w ere  c h o se n  a f te r  a 
strictly controlled judging process 
involving 180 judges drawn from 
m edia, retail and other sectors. A 
total o f  564 album s w ere judged

selling South African release on the right

Miriam Makeba (absent in Mozambique doing charitable work) won Best Female Artist and Best Adult Contemporary 
Album. Her granddaughter, also a singer, Zenzi Lee (right) recieved the awards on Makeba's behalf.

such a large quantity o f  album s 
being  re leased  each year, the 
Sam a com m ittee  m ust ensure 
that each album  m eets the re­
quired qualification and was re­
leased in the required time-frame. 
The next most important process

The finals o f  the Standard Bank 
South African Music Awards will 
be a star-studded and glam orous 
affair to be held at the Sandton 
C onvention C entre on A pril 5. 
The Sandton C onvention Centre 
is South A frica’s largest conven-

rican  Pop  A lbum  and 
with Sipho Sithole fo: 
B est P ro d u c e r  fo 
B a m b a ta ’s a lb u n  
1906.
W ith three nom ina 
tions each, including 
Bets N ew com er, art 
both TK  for her al 
b u m  T K O  (B e s  
F e m a le A r t is t  am  
B est R & B  A lbum  
a n d  B a m b a ta  fo 
th e ir  a lb u m  190( 
(B e s t  Z u lu  M usi( 
and B est A dult C on 
te m p o ra ry  A lb u m  
A frican).
Joining the top nomi 

nees list is k ey b o ard  virtuose 
P a u l H a n m e r fo r  h is  a lb u n  
Playola, w hich sees him  nom i 
na ted  in the th ree  ca tego ries 
B est M ale A rtisrt, Best Contem  
p o ra ry  Jazz  A lb u m  and  Besi 
P roducer (w ith Peter Pearlson)

Some dried plants at a flower exhibition Some musicians in performance
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The Story of the New Nigerian Part XIV
6A very clever chap’

In the last account Mallam Adamu Ciroma becomes editor o f  the New Nigerian. In this account we read 
assessments o f  his abilities by his colleagues. Slowly, the country moves along the road to war.

It was fortuitous that as a m em ber, 
o f the civil service, I was familiar 
with government methods and 

procedures and I was accepted by 
the people in government in Kaduna 
-late General Hassan Usman Katsina 
(the Governor), Alhaji Ali Akilu (the 
Secretary to the Northern Nigerian 
Government), etc. I was part o f them 
and committed like them to the cause 
o f  unity  o f  the country. A t the 
Federal level I was known to the 
lead ing  ligh ts o f  those  days: 
Abdulazeez Atta, Ayida, Asiodu, 
Ime Ebong etc.”

But there w ere m om ents o f  
tension . Such is the  natu re  o f  
Government/Press relationship -a 
love/hate relationship!

Writing 30 years later on the 
issue o f appointing & substantive 
editor for the New Nigerian. Mr. 
Charles Sharp has this to say:

1 was the first to agree with the 
M ilitary Governor that the very 
presence at the helm, of an expatriate 
had, uniquely, saved the paper’s 
beacon on several occasions, but as 
events evolved it became imperative 
that a N igerian  had to  assum e 
editorial control; that editorials had 
to flow from the pen o f  someone 
who could make judgments from a 
subjective point o f view. Objectivity 
had its place, o f  course, and had 
played an important part in helping 
to establish the paper’s influence and 
reputation, but changes could not be 
delayed m uch longer. I was 
beginning to think we would never 
find the right man when someone 
said, I think it was Ahmed Joda, that 
the right man had come along. He 
was right. His name was Adamu 
Ciroma.

John Smith, a close friend and 
former colonial servant who had 
stayed on after independence and 
rendered , invaluable help to the 
North in various ways, was also a 
keen New Nigerian supporter. He 
knew Adamu well and “ told me: “ A 
very clever chap, but a man with a 
mind of his own. One of the few who 
never toadied to the Premier, whom 
he had a knack of upsetting. Has a 
tendency to wear European style 
clothes, which was one of the things 
that upset the old man. Packed off 
to the Mambilla Plateau when he 
failed to toe the line. Spent a period 
in France to brush up his French. I 
think you may well come to the 
conclusion he was worth waiting 
for.”

I always found John Smith’s 
judgm ent sound; It was on this 
occasion. As I hope I have made 
clear, 1 recognised that the paper had 
reached  a period  w here stric t 
objectivity, laced with the mildest 
draught o f  N orthern bias and a 
generous dash o f nationalism, no 
longer provided sufficient impetus 
to drive it forward.

B o o  k s

My hands-on approach was 
becom ing  outm oded. B esides, 
Nigeria was no longer a place for a 
Brit in such a position.

In short, Adamu 
the*right person, in the 
righ t p lace, at the 
right time. Once I 
had worked with 
him I began to 
cherish  the 
hope that one 
day, far from 
lead ing  the 
N e w  
N igerian  to 
glory, he 
would assume 
the h ighes 
position in the 
land.

Mr. Sharp has' 
also confirmed that 
A dam u C iro m a’s 
appointment was made' 
without his knowledge 
could never understand why. 
was pleading for a substantive Editor 
to be appointed, but not ju s t a 
figurehead.

“T hat he a rrived  w ithou t 
warning was unfortunate, because I 
w ould have p re fe rred  to  have 
prepared more for his arrival. As it 
was there was no option but for the 
“deep end” trea tm ent. I d o n ’t 
apologise though. He learnt well and 
at lightning speed, and although 
there were occasions when we did 
not see eye-to-eye we respected one 
another and together prepared the 
way for better things to come. I 
always remember his definition of 
N igerian  independence: ‘The 
freedom to make our own mistakes’. 
Amen to that”.

It is relevant to conclude this 
discussion with an excerpt from my 
in terv iew  w ith  A lhaji M agaji 
Dambatta, the C hief Information 
officer o f the North. As seen above, 
he played a prominent role in the 
establishment o f the New Nigerian: 
He was also a member o f the Board 
o f Directors o f the

company from 1966 to 1968
Q. I understand  you w ere 

approached to become the first editor 
o f  the New Nigerian ', but you were 
not keen, p referring  your civil 
service job. Is this correct? If, so 
why? If  not what was the

source of the rumour?
A. Yes it is co rrec t. I was 

approached . Mr. Sharp was 
becom ing  over burdened . In 
addition to the administration he had 
to find the money to run the paper, 
and to edit it. Rasak Aremu was not 
up to the scratch. Above all he has 
to do the reporters’ job. Mr. Sharp

was not a good administrator, or a 
good editor. But he has a nose for 

the news. So 
t h e r e  

a s

n e e d  
for an

editor.
I did not accept the offer not 

because I preferred the civil service 
job. But I did not think that the job 
of editor was compatible at that time. 
I did not believe I would be allowed 
to edit the paper in my own light. I 
w ould have com prom ised  my 
conscience. Here we are talking 
about the tense period before the 
May riots or before the July coup 
By the time Adamu Ciroma, 
and later Mamman Daura and 
you also came over to the 
New Nigerian the FMG 
had been taken over by 
people sym pathetic to 
the cause o f the North 
and the mandate of the 
paper to promote and 
protect the interest o f 
the North.

But in February an 
M arch, 1966 Adamu1 
Cirom a could not have 
carried out this mandate. He 
would have mortgaged his 
conscience . I ro n s i’s
government was becoming more 
vindictive and oppressive. He was' 
surrounded by some narrow minded 
Igbo advisers. The New Nigerian 
was seen by the FMG as a thorn in 
the flesh , un til the Federal 
G overnm ent was taken over by 
Yakubu Gowon and his men.

As far as Ironsi and his Igbo 
adv isers w ere concerned  the 
Nigerian was an evil -’’Kan maciji, 
dole a kashe sh i.” The New  
Nigerian was the head of snake. In 
order to have peace the snake must 
be killed. In other words the New 
Nigerian must be closed down or be

taken over by the Federal 
Government.

Mr. Sharp was not amused by 
Magaji Dambatta’s comment. “My 
ego was hardly flattered by Magaji 
Dambatta’s opinion o f my ability as 
a newspaperman. Poor manager, 
poor editor, poor Magaji. He made 
the right choice when he refused to 
even contem plate accepting the 
editorship. It was a hot seat and no 
doubt his backside would have been 

scorched. Instead he had a splendid 
i career in choice diplomatic roles 
\on both sides of the Atlantic...” 

From the end o f July 1966 
\until the end o f November 1966 
no progress was made in the 
resolution o f Nigeria’s crisis. 
The exodus of the Igbos to the 
East continued unabated for 

m ost o f  the tim e. C olonel 
' O jukw u becam e m ore 
intransigent in rejecting Gowon 

as the H ead o f  the Federal 
G overnm ent and the Suprem e 

Commander o f the Armed Forces. 
The Eastern delegation refused to 
return to the conference table and 
there was stalemate in the country. 
The E ast under O jukw u was 
politically drifting apart from the 
rest of the country. Suddenly -but 
apparently after careful deliberation 
-on 30 th  November the Head of 
F ederal G overnm ent, C olonel 
Yakubu Gowon, took the bull by the 
horns. In a radio broadcast he 
ckfaad

h i s
intention to use arm s, if
necessary, in order to prevent any 
part o f the country from breaking 
away from Nigeria. While ruling out 
confederation he gave an indication 
o f his decision to create more states 
in the country -’’not less than eight 
and not more than fourteen “. He 
also put an end to the debate on 
whether federal soldiers of Northern 
orig in  s ta tioned  in ’ . Ibadan, 
Abeokuta, lkeja -the coup makers of

July -would be moved out o f Yoruba 
land. No. They would stay in Lagos 
and the West. He also announced a 
programme to deal with five main 
issues: re -o rgan isa tion  and re ­
integration o f the Nigerian Army; 
rese ttlem en t and rehab ilita tion  
programme o f displaced persons, 
p rep ara tio n  o f  the second 
developm ent plan; fight against 
corruption in public office and 
preparation o f a new constitution for 
the country. Contents o f this address 
remained Gowon’s guide throughout 
the war.

The New Nigerian welcomed 
the address. It b e lieved  the 
programme could “bring the present 
stalemate to an end. ”

“We need no longer dissipate 
our energies chasing the mirage of 
confederalism or any other type p f 
political association. We expect that 
all true Nigerians will breathe a sigh 
o f  relief that the,country could now 
focus its attention towards finding 
a workable federal constitution” 
New Nigerian 1 December, 1966.

Publication o f the New Nigerian 
for 1967 flagged off with its issue 
number 308 o f January 2. In its front 
page comment titled “A year of hope 
and dedication,” it said: “In our 
debut message on January 1, 1966 
we looked forward to a new year in 
which the challenges o f  our time 
would walk hand in hand with hope. 
We expressed hope that trust and 
m utual respect w ould disp lace 
suspicion and hatred, that a genuine 

desire for national unity would 
help break dow n the old 

barriers o f  tribalism  and 
discrimination. So much 

for our hopes for 1966.” 
It added: “ We now 
begin a new year in 
w hich d is tru st and 
hatred remain more 
firmly planted than 
ever in the rich soil 
o f our country. Are 
we ju s tif ie d  in 

ho ld ing  out hopes 
that 1967 will bring us 

better things ? “
“ I f  we base our 

hopes on the evidence 
available at the moment, 

there is little real indication 
of a change of heart among some 

of those who have it in their power 
to make peace and national unity a 
reality in the land.”

But while it was quite sober and 
thought provoking in 'its editorials, 
the New Nigerian also sought to 
present a most optim istic future 
through its news projection. The 
front page stories o f the one year 
ann iversary  ed ition , for 
example, were rr*ost hopeful.

To bexontinued.
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@ Intercity Bank Pic.
To give a better education to our youths, Intercity Bank has been appointed by the 

Joint Admission and Matriculations Board (J A M B )  to sell the Polytechnic and 

College of Education/JAMB forms at the following branches-

•  ABUJA (Wuse) •  KADUNA (Main)
•  ABUJA (Maitama) •  KADUNA South
•  GUSAU •  KATSINA
•  JOS •  KANO

•  M INNA
•  MAIDUGURI

SOKOTO BRANCH

Sale of forms will close on Friday 15th June 2001.
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Intercity Bank Pic,
t o t a l l y  a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e

HEAD OFFICE: 1, Intercity Bank Street, Plot CC20, Mogadishu City Centre, O ff Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna, Kaduna State. 
Tel: 062-240348; Telex: 72203 INCITY NG. Website: www. intercity, com. ng. E-mail: intercity@ intercity.com.ng 
LAGOS OFFICE: International and Financial Service Division 32, Adetokunbo Ademola Street.

P.M.B. 80031, Victoria Island, Lagos Tel: 01-4707809-10 Fax: 01-2620513. _______________________________

BRANCHES:

RUB OFFICE BRANCH
1, Intercity Bank Street.
Hot CC20, Mogadishu City Centre,
Ott Ahmad u Befto Way, Kaduna.
Tel: 062-246636. Fax: 062-244551. 
ABUJA
EvarisG House, Ptoc 1523, Nouakchacc
Str..
Wuse Zone 1, Abu/a.
Tel: 09-5231729, 5231730.
Fax: 09-5231927.
ABUJA II

r Block 13, lmani Estate, Shehu Sbagari 
Way. Maitama, Abuja.
Tel: 09-4136305-6

CASH CENTRES:

BAL0GUN-LAG0S KATSINA MINNA PORT HARCOURT VICTORIA ISLAND KAIIO

32, Balogun Street Lagos. No, 61 Ibrahim Babangida Way, 3, Commercial Complex, No 198B Aba Road, 274, Akin Adesola Street Kantin Kwan Cash Centre

Tel/Fax 01-2663079. Katsma. Bosso Rodd., Port-Harcourt. PM.B. 80031 Victoria Island, Lagos 49, Babban Layi Way,

6DSM) iK i'u o b  W f tK i .  . 1st. ai-aS18485.2620511-2 Kantin Kwan Kano

35, Canteen Area, Gusau. KADUNA SOUTH Tel: 066-223099, Fax: 084-233248, Fax:- 01-611526 Tel: 064-641705.

Tel: 063-204732, Fax: 063 - 24B Inuwa Abdulkadir Road 223530, 221725 SOKOTO YABA KANO

204731. Industrial Layout, Kaduna. Fax D6S-2S1190 1. Aliyu Jodi Road. 32A, Commerejal Avenue K&far Wambai Cash Centre

IKJM Tel: 062-231076-9. m m m Sokoto. Opposite Saba Market 69/71, Babban Layi Kasuwar

7. Secretariat Road. KANO No. 10 Khikasama Road Tel: 060-232116. PM.B 1072 Sabo Post Office, '/aba Kofar Wsmbai, Kano. Tel: 064-

Ikara Kaduna State. 89E, Ibrahim Tatwo RoadKano. Maiduguri. SIMJA Tel: 01-862310; 868517, 642754.

JOS: Tel: 064-637426, 637427, Tel: 076-234796. Usman Farouk Road, 7750844; 866629. Fax: 01- MINNA

3, Beach Road, Jos 637429. Fax: 076-233908 RM.B. 31, Suleja 2880703 Minna Market Agency Store,

Tel: 073-451611-4. Fax: 064-637295. Tel: 09-8500663 
Fax: 09-8500664

ZARIA
No. 1 Sokoto Road, Zaria.
Tel: 069-333276. Fax: 069-332460 %

A1, Central Market, Minna, 
Niger State.
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House of Reps member 
docked over N113 million
Chairman of the Power 

and Steel Committee 
o f  the H ouse o f  
Representatives, Mr. Nnamdi 

E zeani, has been docked 
before a Kaduna High Court 
over alleged criminal charge 
of conspiracy; breach of trust, 
misappropriation and theft 
involving 113 million naira.

Also charged along was 
his younger brother, Mr. Best 
Ezeani.

, They were said to have 
defrauded  M ennoil
Petroleum and Petrochemical 
Company Ltd., Kaduna when 
N nam di Ezeani was the 
managing director.

From Dare Oyewole, 
Kaduna

The offences were said to 
have been com m itted  
between 1996 and 1997 at 
Km 16, K achia Road, 
Kaduna.

Part of the charges against 
them included defrauding the 
company o f 100 million naira 
misappropriating the sum of 
13 million naira and carting 
away o f com pany’s assets 
like air conditioners, storage 
tanks and pipes. All the 
offences w ere a lleged ly  
committed between 1996 and 
1997 and are punishable

Adamawa: five security 
men held for murder

Five security personnel 
serv ing  in the a n ti­
robbery  team  in 

Adamawa State have been 
detained in 'the state capital 

I for alleged involvement in the 
murder o f  a businessman in 
the state.

The five are being  
detained in Jimeta Prison, 
Y ola, on the orders o f  a 
judicial commission set up by 
the sta te  governm ent to 
investigate the murder of the 
Michika-based businessman, 
Alhaji Umaru Hamman Aji.

The chairm an o f  the 
commission, Justice Istifanus 
T hom as, said at the 
submission o f his report to 
G overnor Boni Haruna in 
Yola that “the c#mmission 
took this decision because the 
five evidently had a case of 
murder to answer”.

The seven-m em ber 
commission was set up last 
year following the murder of 
Alhaji Aji in controversial 
c ircum stances, leading to 
widespread allegations that 
some members o f the joint 
military/police anti-robbery 
team, known as “Operation 
Flush” were involved in the 
murder.

His family took the case 
to the governor who set up the 
commission to investigate the 
case and recom m end 
appropriate measures.

After several months o f 
de ta iled  in v estiga tions, 
Justice  Thom as said, the 
commission produced three 
volum es o f  reports, 
containing their findings, 
recom m endations and 
records of their proceedings.

From A bdullahi Tasiu 
A bubakar, Yola

He further disclosed that 
the com m ission took oral 
evidence from 43 witnesses, 
adm itted  24 exhib its and 
received four memoranda at 
Yola and Michika towns.

R eceiving the report, 
Governor Haruna pledged to 
act on it and send copies to 
both President Obasanjo and 
the country’s service chiefs 
with a view to ensuring that 
“justice is done.”

He said that Nigeria was 
becom ing increasing ly  a 
lawless country because of 
the a tro c ities  o f  certa in  
e lem ents w hose
responsibility was to protect 
the lives and property of the 
people.

Citing the recent incident 
in Kogi State where three 
po lice  o fficers w ere 
conv icted  o f  m urder, 
Governor Haruna stressed the 
need for urgent action to 
redress the situation whereby 
security  opera tives are 
turning their weapons on 
innocent people..

Speaker Ghali Na 'Abba
under sections 97, 312 and 
287 respectively of the penal 
code.

The accused  persons 
separately pleaded not guilty 
to the charges.

At the commencement of 
their trial during the week, a 
C h ie f Superin tenden t o f  
Police (C SP), Mr. J ib ril 
Yakubu who testified for the 
p rosecu tion  said  he was 
assigned to investigate the 
m atter upon receip t o f  
com plain ts from  one 
B rigad ier G eneral G arba 
Muhammed (rtd).

Led in evidence by Mr. 
Dari Bayero, a senior state 
counsel, Mr. Yakubu told the 
court that he started  
investigating  the case on 
Septem ber 2 1997 when 
Brigadier-General Garba A- 
M uham m ed, chairm an o f 
Menhoil Company wrote a 
complaint against Nnamdi 
Ezeani.

Part o f  Gen. G a rb a ’s 
complaint read: “The biggest 
fraudulent transactions were 
perpe tra ted  at A fribank, 
K achia Road branch, 
K aduna. If  Mr. Ezeani 
succeeds in getting away with 
these criminal acts, I stand to 
suffer tremendous losses in 
terms o f  personal prestige, 
assets and investments.

“Furthermore, Mr. Ezeani 
will proceed to take his seat 
as an Honourable Member of 
our House of Representatives 
w here he w ill rem ain  a 
danger to the development 
and progress o f  our great 
country,” he w rote in his 
letter.

Gen. Garba, therefore, 
appealed to the AIG and his 
able investigators to expedite 
their investigations so that 
“ these  crim inals can be 
prosecuted  in accordance 
with the law.”

Justice James Abiriyi has 
adjourned further hearing in 
the case to May 8, 2001.

lec tu rer w ith the 
Ramat Polytechnic, 
M aiduguri, Zakari 

Abubakar and three others 
have been arrested by the 
Bomo State police command 
for . illeg a l m anufacture, 
possession  and sale o f  
firearms.

In a chat with newsmen in 
M aiduguri, the
C om m issioner o f  Police, 
Alhaji Uba Bala Ringim, said 
reports o f robbery incidents 
within Maiduguri metropolis 
had forced  the po lice  to 
increase surveillance which 
led to the a rrest o f  six 
suspected  robbers and 
firearms manufacturers.

Alhaji Uba Ringim cited 
three recent robbery incidents 
in Ja je ri, U niversity  o f  
Maiduguri and Kano Motor 
Park in w hich a to ta l o f 
180,000 naira was lost

Police arrest lecturer 
for illegal sale of arms

saying, “the po lice  have 
caught the robbers and are 
still on the trail o f those who 
supplied firearms to them.”

Speaking about the 
Ramat Polytechnic lecturer, 
the police commissioner said 
an a rrested  robber had 
confessed to having obtained 
a gun from the lecturer. He 
said following the confession, 
the le c tu re r’s house was 
searched and two pistols, 19 
rounds o f  ammunition and 
item s used for the 
manufacture of firearms were 
found.

Speaking to newsmen, 
however, the lecturer, Mr. 
Zakari Abubakar, who said 
he studied technology at the

Abdullahi Bego, 
Maiduguri

U niversity  o f  W estern 
Colorado, U?A, denied being 
involved in any syndicated 
firearms manufacture.

Mr. Abubakar acknow­
ledged having fabricated only 
one pistol, but said he did it 
to protect himself and family 
from  possib le  a ttack  by 
robbers, “because these days, 
whatever little you have is 
pried upon by others”.

The lecturer pleaded for 
clemency even before he was 
charged  to court for thc- 
m anufacture  o f  the gun, 
insisting he had never been 
privy to criminal activities

Medical doctor arraigned for murder
A’J r \ .

medical doctor, Dr. 
N kadi O kocha, 

.standing trial for the 
m urder o f  a Benin-based 
legal p ractitioner, A lfred 
Okonjo, has been refused bail 
by a Benin High Court.

In her ru ling  on the 
application for bail filed by 
counsel to the accused, 
Barrister Osagie Obayuwana, 
Justice Ikpomwen said the 
applicant, who is standing 
trial along w ith 17 other 
accused persons, in the case 
did not merit bail..

She recalled  the 
difficulties her court had in 
re-arresting  the applicant 
when he jumped bail earlier.

hehu A bubakar in Benin j
_________City__________ J

Justice  Ikpom w en, in 
arriving at her ruling, agreed 
w ith counsel to the  
responden t, B arrister 
Otomewo that in view o f the 
applicant’s antecederits (he 
broke jail last year), it would 
not be in the interest o f justice 
to grant him bail

Justice Ikpomwen also 
recalled the incident when Dr. 
Okocha, while in detention at 
a Benin prison , m ade 
personal arrangements with 
the prison authorities without 
the consent o f  her court to flee 
prison and seek m edical

a tten tion  at the M ilitary  
Hospital, Benin, from where 
he escaped to Lagos.

Earlier, in a 22-paragraph 
a ffid av it, counsel to the 
app lican t, B arrister
Obayuwana had prayed the 
court to grant bail to his client 
on grounds o f deteriorating 
health  and unjust 
arra ignm ent, as he (Dr. 
Ofcocha) was m erely the 
persenal physician o f  Obi 
Izediunor the first accused 
person in the case.

Meanwhile, the court has

in an application for bail in*"' 
respect o f Chief Izediuno,r 
the first accused.

Police parade eight robbery 
suspects, recover 15 vehicles
Ti;he Ogun State police 

com m and yesterday 
paraded eight armed 

robbery suspects alongside 
15 recovered stolen vehicles.

Parading the suspects at 
the sta te  headquarters , 
Eleweran, in Abeokuta, the 
s ta te ’s C om m issioner o f  
Police , M r. Udom  U. 
E kpoudom , said that the 
arrests were made possible, 
“due to the com m and’s 
stra tegy  o f  constan tly  
rev iew ing  its an ti-crim e 
operations.”

His word: “This exercise 
was with a view to putting the 
activities of miscreants in the 
state to check and partly  
because o f  the im m ense 
support from the good people 
of the state.”

Also paraded were two

Olumide Bajuiaiye in 
Abeokuta

tra ffick ers  in coun terfe it 
dollars and three secret cult 
members.

The a rrested  cult 
m em bers: John O lusola 
Alabi, Taiwo Olawale apd 
Oludotun Ebenezer Adeseun 
all HND II s tuden ts  o f  
Federal Polytechnic Haro, 
were arrested at the Moshood 
Abiola Polytechnic Abeokuta 
w hile  on a re ta lia to ry  
mission. Items found on them 
included a U.T.C. knife, one 
cartridge and charms.

Addressing newsmen, the 
state’s police boss disclosed 
that two armed robbers were 
shot dead at Ijebu-Ode while 
attempting to rob a super­
m arket be longing  to one

Police commissioner decries mopol attack on musician
Ogun State Police 

Commissioner, Mr. 
Udo U. Ekpoudom, has 

described as "barbaric” the gun 
attack on a popular Fuji 
musician, Chief Ayuba, by a 
mobile police corporal, Francis 
Jegede.

Addressing newsmen in his 
Eleweran office, Abeokuta, the 
police boss expressed sadness 
over the attack saying: “No 
good policeman or officer 
would be happy at what

happened last Saturday”.
According to him, the police 

were not only paid to protect 
lives and property, but also 
trained on how and when to use 
firearms.

Explaining the reasons 
behind the shooting, Ekpoudom 
said “the young Fuji musician 
applied and got police permit for 
his performance and some 
policemen were given to him 
from the state police area 
command to ensure that the play

went on successfully.
“At the end of the show 

around 5.00 a.m., he was to go 
back to his hotel room. As they 
were about moving out of the 
cultural centre, four mobile 
policemen accosted them and 
demanded to be settled.”

He explained further that 
investigations conducted 
showed that some o f the 
m usician’s boys had made 
alternative arrangements with 
the mobile policemen, without

knowing that Chief Ayuba had 
obtained policemen officially.

According to the police 
commissioner, Chief Ayuba 
gave them some money but one 
of the mobile policemen felt the 
money was not enough and as 
Ayuba made to move, he fired 
at him.

“I want to inform you that 
the policeman had no reason to 
fire at all. Since he had no reason 
to fire, he has been punished 
accordingly. Immediately the

case was lodged, he was 
arrested, detained at guard room, 
charged and dismissed, and is at 
present remanded in custody 
pending the determination of the 
case by a civil court,” he said.

He also added that the three 
other mopols were disciplined 
accordingly and would not be 
promoted in the next one year 
as their cases were "noted in the 
major entry.”

Mr. Musiliu Smith, Police 1G 
Charity Ononiwu.

A ccord ing  to Mr. 
Ekpoudom, a four-man gang 
of armed robbers had stormed 
the business prem ises o f  
Charity and ordered all the 
customers to lie down, but 
unfortunately for the robbers, 
one Inspector Ishola Olaiya 
was am ong the people 
ordered to lie down.

“As the robbers w ere 
about d ispossessing their 
victims o f their possessions, 
the Inspector quickly brought 
out his pistol, sprang to his 
feet and shot at two o f the^ 
robbers who died instantly, 
while two others escaped in 
a snatched Mazda 323 to­
gether with a woman driver. ’

The car w as later 
abandoned  w hile  o ther 
suspects were arrested at 
various points in the state.



Goje explains government’s 
ban on generators

M inister of State for 
Power and Steel, 
Danjums Goje, to­

day said that government's 
decision to regulate the im­
portation of power generat­
ing plants was part o f  efforts 
to check sabotage against 
NEPA installations.

G oje to ld  the News 
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in 
Abuja that government was 
not stopping any one from 
importing the plants but was 
merely interested in "know­
ing the importers involved in 
case of any trouble".

The minister, who said it 
was only in Nigeria that peo­
ple stole electric cables, de­
cried the current situation 
where NEPA staff were usu­
ally blamed for such vandali- 
sation.
% "States have their rural 

electrification boards with 
qualified personnel, and so 
do the operators o f the gen­
e ra ting  p lan ts, bu t only 
NEPA staff are fingered in 
every cable theft and we 
want to know what part own­
ers o f these sets also play in 
these crimes," he declared.

Goje expressed dismay 
that NEPA's efforts at a sta­
ble power supply had suf­
fered in the hands o f vandals 
and vowed that government 
w ould deal w ith any one 
found to be involved.

NAN reports that the fed­
eral government last month 
began the regulation of the 
im portation o f  generating 
sets, a development that at­
tracted a barrage o f flak from 
Nigerians, with some claim­
ing that the power house was 
scared of losing its monopoly 
having already lost public 
confidence.

Abba-Gana admits distortion of FCT master plan
The Minister o f Federal 

C ap ita l T errito ry  
(FCT), Engineer Mo­

hammed Abba-Gana, has ad­
mitted that the FCT master 
plan has been distorted.

He d isc losed  th is in 
Abuja, at the launching of the 
global campaign on urban 
governance in Nigeria.

Abba-Gana stated that in 
building the city, unexpected 
problems had arisen here and 
there and the master plan had 
been distorted.

The minister said that his

By Em m anuel Ande

Court orders 
businessman 
remanded for 

dishonesty
A n Abuja Upper Area 

Court has ordered a 
b u s i n e s s m a n  

Chukwudi Okafor, to be re
m anded  in p rison  custody
for alleged dishonesty.

The court heard that 
Okafor dishonestly co l­
lected N270,000 from two 
traders at the old Wuse mar­
ket for a project, but alleg­
edly converted the money to 

 ̂ his personal use.
Prosecution said the 

.com plainants, M essrs. 
Joseph Agu and Augustine 

’ Emereonwu, had reported to 
the Life Camp police station 

| in 1998 that the accused dis- 
sp ionestly  collected the 

money from them for the 
purpose o f executing a 
project at Gwarimpa, but 
converted the money to his 

 ̂ own use.
The court was further 

told that the accused, who 
had previously jumped bail, 
was arrested on April 9, at 
the Gwarimpa project site, 
after he had tried to escape 
by jumping from a four-sto­
rey building, where he was 
squatting with his friend.

The accused, however, 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charge.

The prosecution ob­
jected to his application for 
oail saying that he might 
tamper with police investi­
gations.

Further hearing in the 
case was adjourned to May 
11 .

ministry was determined to 
correct the distortions and re­
store the city to the standard 
envisaged by the founding 
fathers.

He maintained that the 
current situation in Abuja, 
where there were far more 
people in surrounding squat­
ter and satellite settlements 
than in the city itself was not 
the best.

The minister further dis­
closed that the rapid growth 
o f these settlements is not 
only tending to overwhelm 
the city but also create nu­
merous environmental prob­
lems at the city outskirts.

He pointed out that his 
adm inistration's focus in­
cluded the opening up of new 
districts through joint ven­
tures with private sector de­
velopers for accelerated de­
velopment, adding that this 
w ould decongest the city

T
he National Centre 
for Women Develop 
ment (NCWD) ha-s 

begun an assessment survey 
to enable it harness the ex ­
isting  po lic ies and  prac tices
as w ell as advocate  for 
change on the righ ts of 
women and children in the 
country.

In an interview with the 
News Agency of N igeria 
(NAN) in Abuja, the acting 
director of the centre, Alhaji 
Usman Jidda-Shuwa, said, 
"the purpose is to provide a 
framework for an integrated 
baseline and benchmark for 
futureimpact analysis of pro­
grammes and research efforts 
that address women and 
children's rights."

He disclosed that, "dur­
ing the recently concluded 
UNICEF common country 
assessm ent and situation  
analysis on women and chil­
dren, there was no compre­
hensive database of statistics 
and v ita l ind ica to rs on

Women Centre begins 
assessement survey

w om en issues in the co u n ­
try."

He explained that though 
universities, research insti­
tutes, development agencies, 
NGOs and individuals had 
undertaken  d iverse  re ­
searches addressing issues 
on women and children's 
rights, findings from the ef­
forts were largely unpub­
lished, uncirculated and un­
documented.

NAN reports that the ob­
jective of the survey includes 
the production of a. compre­
hensive document that would 
contain location and profile 
o f disadvantaged children 
and women. Others include 
the estab lishm en t o f the 
framework for data-compila- 
tion and monitoring process 
on the future evaluation of 
the data for reporting Con-

Aisha Ismail

vention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), NCWD and 
other international instru­
ments.

NAN also reports that the 
survey, to be carried out in 
five phases, is in conjunction 
with UNICEF.

NEPA retirees misled over gratuity - official
N:

Abba-Gana
centre.

Abba-Gana also stated 
that his administration has 
embarked upon a tree-plant- 
ing programme which is de­
signed to enhance the scenic 
beauty of Abuja.

' EPA on Wednesday 
d ism issed  recen t 
claims that it was sit­

ting on N4.5 billion meant 
for its retirees' gratuity and 
declared that the retirees 
were being misled.

A top official o f the au­
thority, who preferred ano­
nym ity, to ld  the News 
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in 
Abuja that the Presidency 
had not remitted such money 
and challenged the retirees to 
produce documents to sup­
port their claims.

Spokesm an for the 
retirees, Femi Afolabi, said 
two weeks ago that NEPA 
last October received N4.5 
billion from the Presidency 
to  settle  the g ra tu ity  o f  4 ,000

of them, who lost their jobs 
in last year's rationalization.

Afolabi further claimed 
that NEPA's six-m em ber 
board had lodged the money 
in a fixed deposit account, 
stressing that N300 million 
"dirty pecuniary gain" was 
expected from that deal at 
maturity in April.

But the NEPA top offi­
cial, who expressed sympa­
thy with the retirees, swore 
that there was no time the 
Presidency paid such amount 
to any NEPA account.

"In whose fixed account 
will you hide that kind of 
money?" the source queried: 
"There is no w ay such 
am ount could  be tucked  
aw ay in any corner," he

P olitica l C oun sellor in the C anadian  H igh C om m ission , Mr. John  M .C. M eish  (centre), s tressin g  a p o in t a t th e  S ystem s  
Tech Toner C artridge M an u factu rers A bu ja  branch. With him  are  the m an ag in g  director, K ola  M ajekodunm i.

Pix Felix Onigbinde.

Segun Agagu
stated.

The source explained that 
NEPA carried out the ration­
alization only after informing 
the Presidency of the finan­
cial implications, and ex­
tracting a promise that NEPA 
would be given the money to 

"pay-
"But the Presidency re­

neged on this agreement af­
ter the exercise, and this has 
since pitched the retirees 
against NEPA management," 
he asserted.

' He said that several vis­
its to the Presidency on the 
issue had yielded no fruits, 
while the retirees had turned 
deaf ears to all NEPA's ex­
planations on the true situa­
tion.

"I sympathise with the 
retirees but honestly, they are 
being misled," the source 
said, adding that all civil 
servants would retire and cer­
tainly would not want to suf­
fer that way.

The source said  that 
NEPA m anagem ent was 
shocked that the retirees 
could believe NEPA could be 
that callous, but promised 
that NEPA would not relent 
in the efforts to ensure the 
money was paid to them as 
so<)n as practicable.
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KADUNA POLYTECHNIC
C O L L E G E  O F  S C IE N C E  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T IO N  (T E C H N IC A L )

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1  B.Ed (TECHNOlOGY) JAMB ADMISSION
The underiisted candidates are hereby Informed that tfcey nave been offeree provisional admission into B.Ed (Technology)
2000/2001 academic session. Adr.issio’':v-”:* ' :a r be obtained the Academic. Affairs Office cn presentation of JAMB slip
by the successful candidates.

%
Registration for classes will commence as from Monday Sth -27th April, 2001.

2 0 0  L E V E L  A U T O M O B I L E  T E C H N O L O G Y 20 00937814iC ISA BATARI KHALIL ADAMAWA
S/NO JAMB NO NAMES STATE 21 00975712HB. TARFAHYELDI ADAMAWA
1. 00964608IH MAINA ABUBAKAR ISHAKU ADAMAWA 22 0091458IC STEPHEN BAYERO DAVID BAUCH
2. 00964093DH GAMBOJIBIR BAUCHI 23 00986424DH AGANDE MICHAEL BENUE
3. 0093713101 DAUDA HARUNA GOMBE 24 00960047EC OKPEJI AUGUSTINE BENUE
4. 00957511CJ VAHAYA YUSUF MUHAMMAD KANO 25 00910808FH BULA EPHRAIM TIVSUGH BENUE
5. 00931001HE GARBA RABIUFAGGE KANO 26 00991255GF OGESEDENMS BENUE
6. 00958568ED PAM BULUS DAUDA PLATEAU 27 00958408BF SAMBO M. MOHAMMED GOMBE
7. 00992901FD DALIS NANLE WILL IAMS PLATEAU 28 00987167CC HAMMA ADAMA IDRIS GOMBE
8. 00988652DF DOPEMU OLUSHOLA AFOLABI OYO 29. 00937319FB GAMBOMUKTARI GOMBE
9. 00959325CI WADA BABANGIDA BAUCHI 30. 00973467AA JOSHUA OBADIAH KADUNA
10 00973903DC BUNSON AYUBA CHIEDU BAUCHI 31. 00930968CC MUSA DANJUMA JUNIOR KADUNA
11. 00930707GC SULE ABDULLAHI IDAYA GOMBE 32. 00959152CC ABUBAKAR UMAR AHMED KANO
12. 00972854JG YAKUBU ADEIZA AMINU KOG! 33. 00959480JR INUWA MUSTAPHA GARO KANO
13 00922734HE OGANDE RAYYANU SALIHU NASARAWA 34. 0 0 9 2 1 073HJ SANI IDRIS AMINU KANO
14. 009227491B IBRAHIM AHMED VULEGBO MGER 35. 00923909JD MOHAMMED SAUU DENJA KOGI
15. 0 0 9 56779A B TADOY EZEKIEL PAM PLATEAU 36. 0 0 9 3 1 254GI ABBAS BABANGIDA MGER
16. 00908853G C TAWAKALTU BADAMASI GOMBE 37. 00914504JE MYAL JOSEPH APPOLOS PLATEAU
17. 0 0 9 5 7 142BE KUFtE SAMUEL KPENUWU MGER 38. 00964299G D ALHAJI BRAH DOKSHI YOBE
18. 00987269E D SELBONGCLETUS PLATEAU 39. 0 0 9 3 7 193BD BELLO MOHAMMED ALIYU GOMBE
19. 00922856JC DAMULAK APPHIA DANIEL PLATEAU 4 0 . 00930826A H MOHAMMED UMAR AHMED GCMBE
20. 00974961 Gl DESEN FRANCIS PLATEAU 41. 0 0932649G B DANIEL MUSA THOMAS KADUNA

42. 0 0 9 8 1 8 5 1 BB MUSA INUSA D/TOFA KANO
200 L E V E L  B U ILD IN G  T EC H N O LO G Y

S/NO JAMB NO NAMES 200 L E V E L  M ETA LW O R K  T EC H N O LO G Y
STATE S/NO JAMB NO NAMES STATE
1. 00938133FB PATRICK LOUIS TUMBA ADAMAWA 1. 00935982B I MAINA DAWA ADAM BORNO
2. 00964634GG T1NGLOCHA CHARLES ADAMAWA 2. 00938796EG ABDULLAHI LAWAN KADUNA
3. 00937243AJ AUDU ALHASSAN GOMBE 3. 00960860AD IUYA YAKUBU KATUNG KADUNA
4. 009373541F JIBRIN HASSAN SULE MAN GOMBE 4. 00960528CI lUYA PHILIP KADUNA
5. 00917521 Al ISMAIL SHUAIBU KANO 5. 00981368BB ABDULSALAM AUWALU KANO
6 00930199FD OBAFEMI SAMUEL ALABA KOGI 6. 00981366CH BELLO DAHIRUJIDO KANO
7. 00958186AF G YANG PETER SHUT PLATEAU 7. 0974698EC AHMED ABDULLAHI J!DO KOGI
8. 00981618IB ABDU GWARAM RABI'U KANO 8. 00960187HD AGONOEGIDI KOGI
9. 00958666JG POUT WILLIAM MONDAY PLATEAU 9. 00972569IJ AMELOKO LOUIS A. KWARA
10. 00909884DA SHUAIBU SAADETU EDO 10. 00908753CF OGUNTOYINBOC. MORAYO KWARA
11. 00964998DJ „ SIMON MUSA AWU ADAMAWA 11. 00958849FC BABALE JOSEPH PHIUBUS PLATEAU
12. 00937119HE KABIRU MOHAMMED GOMBE 12. 00974904FD GARBA JOSEPH GUJAHAR PLATEAU
13. 00930076ED CHRISTOPHER THADDEUS KADUNA 13. 00958573DD JUSTINAGIMBA PLATEAU
14. 00984940JG ALIAMIRU KANO 14. 00964689GH HASSANISA ADAMAWA
15. 00939144CC SHIYAMBOLA SUNDAY KOGI 15. 00938851 DC ALI HAMMAN BORNO
16. 00957202PH ABDULLAHI YUSUF KANO 16. 00937126EI GARKA SIMON DEGRI GOMBE
17. 00960546EB ABDULSALAMI MUSA KATSINA 17. 00958410CJ BAKOJI BALA GOMBE
18. 00930965EG MOSES ADESINA VICTOR KOGI 18. 00960433HI YUSHUA DAUDA ABDULLAHI JIGAWA
19. 00964028FG DAYAD. IBRAHIM SANI YOBE 19. C0957424BK MOHAMMED A. UMAR JIGAWA
20. 00937190DH AHMED FANTAMI GOMBE 20. 00960874BI YAHAYA MUSA KADUNA

21. 00908878BJ DODO LAZARUS AGUE KADUNA
2 0 0  L E V E L  D R A F T IN G  T E C H N O L O G Y 22. 00959603GB UMARU IBRAHIM KUTAMA KANO

S/NO JAMB NO NAMES 23. 00988363GA SARKIABDULKADIR KANO
STATE 24. 00957845FF YAHAYA NUHU KATSINA
1. 00937346CC TUKA ISA CLEMENT GOMBE 25. 00928047BC ATTAH SUNDAY KOGI
2. 00973439DH JOHNJOSEPH KADUNA 26. 00908833GF OBAJE MUSA MOHAMMED KOGI
3. 009871878J MOHAMMED ISAH ALIYU KANO 27. 00923236JG ZUBAJRU KUD'RAT USMAN KWARA
4. 00929998BJ ANGBABA YCHANNA OGABI NASARAWA 28. 00960103CA ANYU STEPHEN BULUS NASARAWA
5. 00908817DG ANTHONY STEPHEN MAGAJI KADUNA 29. 00960234JD DANJUMA MCHAMMED RABIU ZAMFARA
6. 00974213ED ABDU ABUBAKAR KANO 30. 0C984653HB ZIKHCNDZi HARUNA ADAMAWA
7. 00957544EJ SULEIMAN MAMAN DEE AHMAD KATSINA 31. 00908725GC DUNIYA MARY B. KADUNA
8. 00929903CE TYAV ANONGU STEPHEN NASARAWA 32. 00959187CG MURTALA MU’AZU ZAHRADEEN KANO
9. 00958115HC JIMANG AYUBA WILLIAMS PLATEAU 33. 00973402EJ MUSA RISIKAT MUBU KOGI
10. 00925530CC GOMA TIMOTHY GOZUK PLATEAU 34. 0C931198JA IJIJI AMINU SALAWU KOGI

2 0 0  L E V E L  E L E C T R lC A L V E L E C T R O N iC S  T E C H N O L O G Y
S/N0JAMB NO NAME STATE
1. 00937127EA AKUMA THIMOTY TERWASE BENUE
2. 00938797DI ALI KACHALLA BORNO
3. 00938713IC ADAMU SHUAIBU BORNO
4. 00938761 EC MUSTAPHA BABAGANA BORNO
5. 00937235ED BAKO HARUNA GOMBE
6. 00937209GE SHITTU UMAR ABUBAKAR GOMBE
7. 00990995JF JOSIAH SHUNON MOUDE KADUNA
8. 00959300HB SANI IDRIS GWARZO KANO
9. 00932592CE MUKHTAR NASIRU KANO
10. 00914806JC ABUBAKAR IDRIS AMINU KATSINA
11. 00930078CH AHMED ABDULAZEEZ KATSINA
12. 00931225BG ALI HELEN IYEH KOGI
13. 00921522DH OLAWOYIN A. TOKUNBO KWARA
14. G05556668iA SAMSON PAM PlAlhAU
15. 00964290DI FIKA BABA ISA YOBE
16. 0C964i2f.CA AKPAN EMMANUEL EYO AKWAIBOM
17 00939113?J G><PODUDU PATRICK WO BAYELSA
• “ . 0093163Ifcj ' 'ii - EAS GEO'^Gc ..C’CixE mOAMAWA

- ry^.:T - ’ ■ ■'

2 0 0 0  L E V E L  T E C H N O L O G Y  W O O D W O R K  T E C H N O L O G Y
S/NO. JAMB NO. NAMES STATE
1. 00987726GE OJO JOHN ABAH BENUE
2. 00960432IG ABDULLAHI Y. BORO MAINA BORNO
3. 00964220AA ADAMU IBRAHIM BORNO
4. 00959168CB GWARZO LAWAN SANI KANO
5. 00958704GB ABDULLAHI ILIYASU ADAMU PLATEAU
6. 00974090HI FUANTER ATHANASIUS ZEMNAAM PLATEAU
7. 00930106EC LAWAL FATIMA TUNRAYO KWARA
8 00964789AH TIMGA BITRUS DANLADI PLATEAU
9. 00936341DD YOHANNA JOSHUA MAINA YOBE
10. 00964096BD USMAN FATSUMA YOBE
11. 00958317DD HAMISU ABDULKARIM GOMBE
12. 0C930572GG SHUAIBU AWWAL KADUNA
13. 00960165JC TAGWAI CHRISTIAN KADUNA
14. 00972502FH SULE AMINU AKU K o q
15. 00908774BE MOHAMMED ISA ABDULLAHI PLATEAU

GAR3AIBAKOR!
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African stars lit Europe with goals
S h ak h ta r D onetsk , the 

U kraine side w ho have 
invested so heavily in African 
talent, saw their faith pay off in 
a critical 2-1 victory over big 
rivals Dynamo Kiev.

Goals from Nigeria’s Julius 
A ghahow a and  S e n e g a l’s 
Alassane N ’Diaye sent Donetsk 
a point clear and gives them 
hope o f ending K iev’s run o f 
eigh t straigh t v ic to ries ever 
since  the U k ra in ian  c lubs 
formed their own modem day 
league.

Aghahowa’s arrival for the 
second half o f the season, to join 
compatriot Isaac Okoronkwo, 
could prove the difference.

Galatasaray paid the price 
for their midweek Champions 
League exertions in beating 
R eal M adrid  3-2 as they  
slum ped  4-2  in T urkey to

Yozgatspor, for whom Ghanaian 
pair Yaw Preko and Kwam e 
Ayew scored two each.

They have both scored ten 
th is season and the v ic to ry  
rem oved  any lingering  
relegation fears for their side.

F enerbahpe cou ld  no t 
extend their advantage at the top 
over Galatasaray as they lost 2- 
1 to Denizlispor despite taking 
an early lead through a fifth o f 
the season for Ghana defender 
Sam Johnson.

Egyptian Ahmed El Sakka 
quickly levelled, and M ali’s 
Fernand Coulibaly grabbed the 
first half winner, his 11th this 
season.

Ghana’s Emmanuel Tetteh 
fired the winner as Rizespor beat 
third-placed Gaziantepspor 2-1, 
w hile com patriots A ugustine 
Ahinful and Ohene Kennedy

M onaco’s Shobani Nonda, one o f  the top African stars in 
Europe

helped  su rg ing  A nkaragucu  
strengthen their fifth place in a 
3-1 win at Adanaspor.

South  A fr ic a ’s John 
M oshoeu  co m ple ted  a 
remarkable weekend o f 11 goals 
by Africans in Turkey by netting 
for Bursaspor in their 5-2 away 
hammering o f bottom club Slirt 
Jet Pa.

Sierra Leone’s Mohammed 
Kallon so nearly gave Vicenza 
a huge boost to their hopes o f 
escaping relegation by scoring 
at Inter M ilan in Italy, but a 
massively-deflected injury-time 
free-k ick  by A lvaro R ecoba 
earned the home side a 1-1 draw.

M o ro cco ’s A d il R am zi 
scored his second o f the season, 
but a hugely vital one to give 
PSV a 1-0 win at arch-rivals 
A jax and virtually secure the 
league title in Holland.

G am bia’s E drissa  Sonko 
grabbed his first o f the season, 
on loan from Anderlecht, to help 
Roda win 3-1 at Groningen.

In France, Strasbourg had 
M orocco’s Gharib Amzine and 
Cameroon’s Pierre Njanka both 
sent o ff late on, but still beat 
Toulouse 1-0 to swap places at 
the bottom.

Senegal’s El-H adji D iouf 
scored tw ice to inflict a rare 
home defeat on Bastia as Lens 
w on 3-1 to  rem ove any 
relegation worries.

Sedan  kep t up th e ir  
challenge for a European spot, 
he lped  by an e igh th  o f  the 
season for C am eroon’s Pius 
Ndiefi as they drew 2-2 at home 
to Guingamp to stay fifth.

A 12th o f the season for DR 
Congo’s Shabani Nonda could 
not£revent^onacoj»oingdowti_

to  a 2-1 d e fea t a t title  
challengers Lyon.

Egyptian teenager Ahmed 
H ossam  continued h is great 
recen t form  by n e ttin g  in 
Ghent’s 2-1 victory over Genk 
to keep them fourth in Belgium.

A first o f  the season for 
Moroccan defender Noureddine 
N ay b e t w as on ly  a la te  
co n so la tio n  as D epo rtivo  
C oruna  lo s t 2-1 at R eal 
Zaragoza in Spain, rem oving 
any realistic chance o f catching 
leaders Real Madrid, now eight 
points ahead.

In England, Nigerian Ade 
Akinbiyi’s eighth o f the season 
could not stop Leicester’s fifth 
defeat in a row, this time 3-1 at 
home to Coventry.

Jean-M ichel T chouga o f 
Cameroon grabbed his 13th goal 
to help fourth-placed Basle beat 
Sion 2-1 in Switzerland’s title 
pool.

G h an a’s C harles A m oah 
c la im ed  h is second  goal in 
Austria and 14th this season 
overall to help Sturm Graz win 
3-0 at Bregenz.

In P ortu ga l, E gypt 
m idfielder A bdelsatar Sabry 
was on target to help Benfica 
b ea t M aritim o  3-0  w hile  
Senegal’s Fary Faye scored but 
could not prevent Beira Mar 
lo s in g  2-1 at h ig h -fly in g  
Sporting Lisbon.

Orosco Anonam drew level 
with Nigerian compatriot Chris 
Oretan, also based in Malta, as 
lead in g  A frican  sco rers  in 
Europe as his 22nd o f the season 
came in Sliema’s 4-1 thumping 
o f Floriana.

Serena Williams struggles to come to terms with the hostil­
ity o f  Am erica’s tennis which threatens to demean every­
thing she and her sister Venus have achieved.

Man Utd edge 
closer to title

M anchester U nited could 
w rap up th e ir  seventh  

Premiership title in nine years 
over the Easter weekend.

They beat Charlton 2-1 at 
O ld T rafford on Tuesday to 
leave them selves needing six 
points to c linch yet another 
championship.

M an U td b o ss  S ir A lex 
Ferguson hailed O le Gunnar 
Solskjaer after he came off the 
bench to score the winner in the 
82nd minute.

Ferguson purred: “He must 
be the best substitute ever.

“Very few players can do 
that and have the temperament 
to come in on the heat o f the 
gam e and be so cool about 
things.

“H e’s had three strikes at 
goal and you expect every one 
to hit the net.

“H e’s as good as that and 
professional too.’’

It took U nited  un til the 
stroke o f  ha lf-tim e to score 
through Andy Cole and they 
n eed ed  a la te  w in n e r from  
Solskjaer to secure the points.

C h arlto n  gave U n ited  a 
fright in between when Mark 
Fish pulled Alan Curbishley’s 
side level, but in the end the 
L ondoners co u ld  hard ly  
complain about the final score.

Just before kick-off, Eric 
C an tona  w as crow ned  
M anchester U nited’s greatest 
ever.

Cantona was voted United’s 
b e s t-e v e r  p lay e r ahead  o f  
George Best, Denis Law and Sir 
Bobby Charlton by readers o f 
the club’s official magazine.

United went straight on the 
attack but the Addicks, who had 
lost ju s t one o f  their last 11 
league games, w eathered the 
early storm.

The recalled Dwight Yorke 
wasted a great headed chance 
from a Gary Neville cross before 
M ikae l S ilv e s tre  d irec ted  
another Neville ball just over the

bar.
Y orke d id  b e tte r  w ith  a 

drive, which took a deflection 
before Sasa Ilic touched it past 
the post.

Scott Parker almost shocked 
United when he went close to 
b reak in g  the d ead lock  ju s t  
before the half-hour.

Shaun B a rtle tt fed the 
midfielder and, spotting Fabien 
Barthez off his line, he tried to 
chip him from 25 yards out only 
for his effort to come o ff the 
crossbar.

Back came United and they 
had a penalty  appeal turned 
down when Cole’s shot clearly 
hit Fish on the hand during a 
goalmouth scramble.

United’s opening goal was 
extremely fortunate and referee 
Mark Halsey must be attributed 
with an assist for Cole’s 45th- 
minute effort.

Yorke fed C ole who cut 
inside and when he was tackled 
by Fish, the ball rebounded off 
the heel o f Halsey back to the 
striker and he dispatched his 
13th goal o f the season.

Giggs should have doubled 
U nited’s advantage soon after 
the interval when his shot from 
four yards was cleared off the 
line by Fish.

Keane was then denied a 
goal when his drive from just 
outside the area came off the 
inside o f the post.

Charlton brought on Mark 
Kinsella and John Robinson for 
Jensen and Graham Stuart - and 
the changes insp ired  a 63rd 
minute equaliser.

Neville failed to deal with 
Jonatan Johansson’s cross into 
the box and Fish was on hand to 
slam in the loose ball from close 
range.

With 13 minutes left, United 
introduced Teddy Sheringham 
and Solskjaer - and it soon paid 
off.

Africa’s internal campaign to 
find which country hosts 

the 2010 World Cup has got off 
to a flying start w ith serious 
indications from Egypt that the 
country  w ill bid to host the 
event.

On Monday, Egypt’s Youthv 
Minister Dr Ali El-Din Hilal told 
a group o f Egyptian Football 
Association executives in Cairo 
that the government would do 
everything to support the World 
Cup bid.

The EFA delegation held a 
two-and-half-hour meeting with 
the m in is te r  w here they 
discussed plans by the EFA to 
present a com plete report o f 
reco m m en d a tio n s to  the 
government later this month.

Egypt’s preparation comes 
as South Africa - who, narrowly 
and controversially, lost the bid 
fo r the 2006 W orld C up to 
G erm any  - a lso  p rep are  to 
launch their campaign later this 
month for the 2010 World Cup.

S ince F ifa  recen tly  
announced plans to introduce a 
ro ta tio n  system  fo r the 
tou rnam ent, beg inn ing  w ith 
A frica, there has been some 
excitem ent in Egypt for the 
event.

The media, especially, have 
been lobbying the EFA, urging 
them to present proposals to the 
Egyptian government.

At the EFA headquarters in 
Cairo, E gypt’s first and only 
woman on the FA executive, Dr 
Sahar El-Hawary, told the BBC 
that Egypt would be a strong and 
serious candidate for hosting the

2010 World Cup.
“We should have more than 

one African country bidding. 
This doesn’t mean that w e’re 
against each other. N o!” she 
said.

“We wish for the best and 
the best must win. This is sport 
and in the f ie ld  o f  sport, 
competition is needed to raise 
standards,” she argued.

She added that Egypt could 
do more than just organise the 
event very well.

“We’re number for football, 
all 60 million o f us,” Dr Hawary 
added.

“We’ve hosted a World Cup 
(the  1997 W orld U n d e r-17 
Championship) and other major 
continental events and they were 
huge su ccesses from  our

A s to n  V illa  g o a lk e e p e r  
D a v id  J a m e s  h a s  

rubbished talk o f  a m ove to 
Spanish giants Barcelona.

C oach o f  the Prim era Liga 
outfit, Lorrenc Serra Ferrer, is 
also said to be in terested  in 
R eal O v ie d o ’s sh o ts to p p e r 
Esteban and Juventus’ Edw in 
van der Saar.

The form er Liverpool star, 
w ho is taking Spanish lessons, 
h inted in a Sunday new spaper 
r e c e n t ly  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
consider a m ove abroad to  rid 
h im s e l f  o f  h is  “ C a la m ity  
Jam es" tag.

B ut Jam es has since said 
that he w ishes to pledge his

experience,” she recalled.
“Our spectators were great. 

It w as fu ll a tten d an ce  
everywhere, in every stadium 
and every  city , even w here 
Egypt w ere not playing,” Dr 
Hawary continued.

The EFA’s a ss is tan t-  
secretary General Amr Wahby 
also told the BBC that Egypt has 
a lot o f factors in her favour.

“We have the infrastructure, 
w h ich  c o n sis ts  o f  ho te ls , 
com m u n ica tio n , (p o litic a l)  
stability, and security,” he said.

“All Egyptians would like to 
invite everyone to their country 
- the land o f civilisation, the land 
o f the Pharaohs - to enjoy this 
great country,” he added.

“One o f  the biggest stadia in 
Africa, Cairo stadium can hold

fu ture  to V illa  a fte r hav ing  
signed a new  three-and-a-half 
year contract.

“ I am  h a p p y  a t A s to n  
Villa. I have ju s t signed a long 
contract and can see the club 
going p laces,” he said.

“The fact I am  learn ing  
a n o th e r  la n g u a g e  is 
com pletely  co inciden tal - it 
alw ays raises a sm ile w ith m y 
m a te  S te v e  M c M a n a m a n  
w h en  I g iv e  h im  a ca ll in  
M adrid.”

Jam es added that learning 
S p a n is h  w ill  h e lp  V i l l a ’s 
A rg e n tin ia n  £ 9 .5m  re c o rd  
s ign ing , Ju an  P ab lo  A ngel,

up to 110,000 spectators ... I tell 
you, w e’re in the middle o f  the 
world (geographically.) We are 
located in the middle o f  two 
continents,” he continued.

C om m en ting  on South  
A frica as the leading African 
contender Mr Wahby said: “We 
welcome all competitors. At the 
end o f  the day, w e’re African 
brothers.”

He added that Cairo’s famed 
overcrow ding  w ill not be a 
problem.

“We have a crowded city 
and we cannot deny that but this 
is still a great city. You can go 
out at 3 o ’clock in the morning 
and no-one will stop you, no one 
will harm you and you’ll be very 
happy  - try  th is  in o th er 
countries.”

settle in.
“We are in the 21 st century 

and i f  you  can ’t learn another 
la n g u a g e  b y  n o w  th e n  
som ething m ust be seriously 
w rong,” said Jam es.

“I im proved on the recent 
E n g la n d  tr ip  b e c a u s e  I 
m anaged to have a lot o f  ‘h a lf  ’ 
c o n v e rs a t io n s  w ith
M cM anam an.

“Everybody laughs at m e 
a b it in  th e  d re ss in g  room  
because they don’t understand 
a w ord o f  it but I believe we 
shou ld  all learn  S panish  to 
help Juan settle in. I f  it helps 
him  out, then great.”

James dismisses Barca rumours

Egypt prepare bid for 2010 World Cup
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Agali makes N425m move to Schalke
N igeria international 

striker Victor Agali 
has signed for title- 

chasing Schalke for N425 
m illion  from  B undesliga 
rivals Hansa Rostock.

The 22 -y ear-o ld  w ill 
switch clubs on July 1 after 
signing a two-year contract, 
and will have high hopes of 
playing in the Champions 
League.

Schalke, who were early 
season leaders, have battled 
back after a slump and are 
only a point behind leaders 
Bayern Munich.

A gali is in h is th ird  
season at Rostock, and has 
become something o f a cult 
figure a fte r he lp ing  the 
form er East German club 
defy the odds and stay in the 
top flight, something they 
look like doing again.

Although never a prolific 
scorer, managing 17 goals in 
63 games for Rostock, Agali 
has a knack o f  contributing 
vital efforts and also plenty 
o f  chances for his strike 
partners.

After missing much o f 
the early domestic season 
due to going on Olympic 
duty, Agali has come back 
after the winter break to form

Schalke bound Victor Agali embraces Oliseh
a form idable partnersh ip  
with Togo’s Bachirou Salou 
as four wins in five games 
virtually secured safety.

Agali was called up by 
Nigeria after his Olympic 
form  and m anaged three 
goals in his first two games, 
though he will miss the April 
21 World Cup qualifier in 
Sierra Leone due to injury.

Schalke coach Huub 
Stevens said: “Victor is a 
great header o f the ball and 
extremely quick for a man of 
his size. He will give us a lot 
more attacking options.” 

General m anager Rudi 
A ssauer added: “T h e re ’s 
hard ly  a defender in the 
B undesliga  w ho enjoys 
playing against Victor. His

Oneya knocks referees
T he NFA has e x ­

pressed disgust with 
N igerian  referees 

for their poor performances 
in spite o f conscious efforts 
to create enabling environ­

ment for them to function.
NFA boss, B rig.-G en. 

Dominic Oneya (rtd) said at 
the opening ceremony o f the 
NFA-CAF Referees Instruc­
tors Workshop which began

Rising s ta r . .  .Alfred Koripamo from  Bayelsa state returns 
a serve from  Olusola Adebisi o f  Oyo state at the World TB 
Day tournament in Kaduna. .  .recently. Pix Joe Oroye.

in Kaduna last Monday.
D om inic O neya d is ­

closed that the more than 
4,000 referees in the country 
have largely performed be­
low expectation, a develop­
ment that has necessitated a 
retraining program m e for 
them.

Oneya, who was unspar­
ing in his diatribe on the ref­
erees, said the workshop was 
designed to train retired ref­
erees who would in turn train 
others in the field.

Oneya said that football 
was dynamic hence required 
equally dynamic personali­
ties to officiate the game.

"N igeria has presently 
over 4,000 football referees 
and the standard level o f  
training has varied because 
o f  limited numbers o f quali­
fied trainers available to us. 
This course will help you ac­
quire much knowledge".

He challenged the 40 re­
tired referees who are under­
taking the course to endeav­
our to transfer such acquired 
knowledge to their profes­
sional siblings so that offici­
ating in the Nigerian league 
w ould experience a new 
lease o f  life.

He also said that quality 
performance would inevita­
bly see Nigerian referees in 
the centre o f  m any m ore 
FIFA graded matches.

arrival will strengthen our 
squad  and g ive us m ore 
options.”

A delighted Agali said: 
“At Schalke I will have the 
opportunity o f  getting a few 
games in Europe. And the 
A rena  A ufS chalke  is 
fantastic - it will be great to 
play in front o f60,000 fans.” 

D esp ite  co n sis ten tly  
under-performing since last 
winning the league in 1958, 
Schalke remained well-sup- 
ported and have come back 
to prominence since a shock 
UEFA Cup w in in 1997 
when they beat Inter Milan.

The Blues will be Agali’s 
fourth club in Europe after 
m oving from  FC N ITEL 
Lagos at home to a brief spell 
at M arse ille , then on to 
Toulon befo re  jo in in g  
Rostock.

Zamfara Utd, 
Kano Pillars in 
war of words

Promotion contenders in 
the lower pro-league di­

vision, Kano Pillars and 
Zamfara United have over­
whelmed themselves with 
words over the likely vic­
tor o f  Saturday's crucial 
league match in Kano.

Whereas fourth placed 
Zamfara Utd believes tradi­
tion favours them to beat 
Kano Pillars in front o f their 
fans, the host contended it 
is an im possib le  dream  
which will not go beyond 
mere empty speech.

A lhaji Shehu G arba 
Gusau, the Zamfara United 
team  m anager to ld  
Trustsports that beating Pil­
lars was a forgone conclu­
sion.

"We have always had an 
edge over Pillars and we 
can't fail to do so especially 
now that the result will be a 
factor in deciding between 
us who wins the promotion 
ticket to the first division 
next season.

“ In fact, my players 
have staked their April sala­
ries on the match. They 
want the management to 
w ithho ld  th e ir  sa la ries  
should they fail to lick the 
P illars in K ano," A lhaji 
Garba Gusau said sounding 
confident.

But Kano Pillars boss 
would not hear that. Alhaji 
Kabiru Baita was at a loss 
as how a team which has 
been comfortably leading 
the pack for some 17 weeks 
should fail to a toddler like 
Z am fara  U nited  and in 
Kano of all places.

"Zam fara U nited are 
only am bitious which is 
good any way. But it would 
be stretching that ambition 
too far if  they could come 
to Kano to beat Pillars. No, 
it is impossible not after 
leading com fortably  for 
some 17 weeks without be­
ing threatened by any club".

NFA, Sports Ministry boil 
over Bonfrere contract

T he hazy dust over 
Johannes Bonfrere's 
controversial con­

tract by Nigeria as technical 
adviser o f  Nigerian teams is 
yet to settle.

The latest development, 
Trustsports learnt, is that 
subdued hiccups have gen­
erated overt agitation, as 
Sports M inister, Ishaya 
Mark Aku is said to have de­
clared more than casual in­
terest in the draft men who 
drew the contract terms.

M ark Aku, w e learn t 
was unimpressed with the 
enabling contractual agree­
ment which tilted heavily in 
favour o f  D utchm an 
Johannes B onfrere. The 
minister, we gathered has 
expressed profound disen­
chantment with the totality 
o f the contract and has sub­
sequently sought to know 
the major contributors to the 
draft.

Aku had, according to 
impeccable sources invited 
the chieftains o f the Sports 
Ministry and the NFA to ex­
plain what led to such con­
tractual agreement which 
greatly disfavours Nigeria.

A lbeit the M in istry 's 
head o f legal department, 
Mrs. Barbas Molokwu had 
earlier exonerated herself 
from blame on the contract, 
Aku is said to have ex ­
pressed displeasure with the 
quality o f  legal advise ren­
dered to the ministry.

By Patrick  Andrew

Besides, he was said to 
have berated the NFA for 
putting a Iamb duck argu­
ment that it had no input in 
the contract draft. The NFA 
board had earlier this year 
taken the contract to shreds 
openly asserting that it was 
calculated to enslave N i­
geria.

T he board  had also  
squarely put the blame on 
the door steps o f  form er 
Sports M inister, Damishi 
Sango for allow ing such 
contract.

The Sports Minister who 
summoned the chieftains o f 
the NFA and the ministry to 
discuss these and other mat­
ters has not hidden his inten­
tion to have the contract re­
viewed. The review accord­
ingly, would extricate Ni­
geria from the excruciating 
cob web she is currently in 
as well as clip Bonfrere's 
wings.

S ources co n fid ed  in 
Trustsports that the minister 
exhaustively analysed the 
contract before officers o f 
the ministry with a view to 
educating them on the need 
to properly scrutinise any 
contractual term s before 
committing the country to it.

B o n fre re 's  con trac t 
which was in phases was 
first to take Nigeria to the 
semi-final stage o f the Na­
tions Cup as precondition 
for renewal for the World 
Cup qualification.

NEPA FC rejects appeal
e’mttee decisions

*threatens court action

T he m anagem ent o f  
NEPA FC o f Abuja 
has condemned in un­

equivocal term s the deci­
sions o f  the NFA Appeal 
Committee ordering a replay 
o f a match Kano Pillars had 
initially refused to play. They 
have also threatened to take 
legal action against the foot­
ball governing body for vio­
lation o f established law.

The management regret­
ted the decision stating it was 
a travesty o f justice and a di­
gression from FIFA sacred 
fair play precepts, which has 
been an in con trovertib le  
guiding principle in the run­
ning o f  football the world 
over.

The NEPA management 
in protesting the decision 
reached last week when the 
appeal committee met, ex­
pressed surprise that the lead­
ership o f  the NFA who con­
stituted the most o f the com­
mittee could subject them­
selves to such travesty o f jus­
tice and ridicule in view of 
Article 8:5 o f2000/2001 pro­
league status.

The article states, "on no 
account must a club refuse to 
play a scheduled match on 
grounds o f  inadequate secu- 
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officials have okayed the se­
curity arrangement".

The management argued 
that "the law has no option, 
the committee itself cannot 
exist outside the provisions 
o f  the rules guiding it, hence 
the decision sharply contra­
venes laid down provisions; 
of the pro-league and must be 
corrected". The protest letter 
signed by Mr. O.F. Akinola 
cited provisions o f  the pro­
league law to back up their 
claim.

NEPA con tends that 
Kano Pillars, in spite o f  offi­
cial confirmation o f  adequate 
security arrangements, had 
even refused to show up on 
the field o f play, ignoring the 
persuasions o f  the m atch 
com m issioner for them to 
play the match.

The E lectricians’ man­
agement made a three-point 
demand .stating that NEPA 
will not honour the replay 
order; that Kano Pillars be 
compelled to refund NEPA 
the 90,000 naira being ex­
penses incurred  on the 
botched match; and that "in 
deference to Article 5:2, they 
will not resist the temptation 
to take legal action unless the 
NFA withdraws the unpopu­
lar decision".
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Obasanjo slams 
Kanu, Okocha, others
P re sid en t O lusegun  

O basanjo  lam ented 
the a ttitu d e  o f  

Nigerian foreign-based pro­
fessional footballers for their 
lack o f  in te rest and 
commitment to the country’s 
quest for 2002 World Cup 
qualification.

President Obasanjo who 
decried the unpatriotic and 
non-challant attitude o f most 
N igerian  p ro fessio n a l 
footballers, noted that the 
overw helm ingly  lopsided 
government attention on foot-

By Suleiman M ohammed

ball would be re-assessed.
Speak ing  w hen the 

m em bers o f  the  N ig eria  
Olympic Committee (NDC) 
paid him a visit at the state 
house on Monday, President 
Obasanjo directed the Sports 
M inistry to set up a five- 
member panel, to include a 
woman, to take a comprehen­
sive look at the problem fac­
ing sports in the country.

He said government was 
posed  to look  at sports

Kanu asks to miss 
World Cup qualifier
N ig e ria  coach  Jo 

B onfre re  is s til l 
considering a  request 

from Arsenal to release striker 
N w ankw o K anu from  next 
w eek ’s W orld C up q u a lifie r 
ag a in s t S ie rra  L eone, the 
Nigerian Football Association 
(NFA) confirmed.

“We received a fax message 
from  A rsena l on M onday 
requesting that Kanu be allowed 
to  p lay  in  th e ir  C ham pions 
League match against Valencia 
next week,” NFA press officer 
Austin Mgbolu said.

Mgbolu added that Dutch- 
born  B onfre re  had been 
informed o f  the Arsenal request 
and “he is still considering it.”

A rsen a l, 2-1 w inners  at 
Highbury, go to the M estalla 
Stadium  for the quarter-final 
second leg next Tuesday, which 
is four days before the Super 
Eagles’ date in Freetown.

Fifa rules say countries can 
demand their players turn up for 
in te rna tiona l duty five days 
before a match.

Kanu has been named in an 
18-man strong squad for the 
match which Nigeria must win 
to  keep  pace w ith  G roup  B 
leaders Liberia and Sudan, who 
are both two points ahead on 
nine from four games.

The likely com prom ise is 
that Kanu could fly out after the 
m atch  in S pain , a sim ila r 
agreement to that which Arsenal 
coach Arsene Wenger expects to 
be struck with Cameroon over 
midfielder Lauren.

Foreign-based squad
Arsenal and the NFA were 

involved in a bitter row last year 
over K an u ’s re lease  fo r the 
fo o tb a ll to u rn am en t at the 
Olympic Games, and have had 
other disagreements.

The needs o f  both team s 
have been increased by injuries

to  o th e r s tr ik e rs  - D ennis 
B ergkam p fo r A rsena l and 
Schalke-bound Victor Agali for 
N igeria , w hich  m akes K anu 
likely to start both matches..

M gbolu said: “A gali has 
informed us his injury will take 
three weeks to heal, so he’s out 
o f the Freetown match."

S triker John O taka, w ith 
Egyptian club Ismailia, has been 
named to replace Agali. Otaka 
had also been called up for the 
abortive friendly w ith Libya, 
w hich was due to have been 
played earlier this month.

L ast m onth  B onfrere  
th rea ten ed  to g ive  up the 
Nigerian post if  his team failed 
to beat Sierra Leone, saying: 
“There are no two ways about it, 
I’ll quit. Nigeria has no business 
in the World Cup if  we cannot 
beat Sierra Leone.”

He is taking no chances with 
the team selection, which is full 
o f foreign-based professionals, 
even at a critical stage o f  the 
European season.

genera lly  w ith  a view  to 
addressing all the problems, 
e sp ec ia lly  inadequate  
funding and facilities, lack of 
incentives and low morale.

President Obasanjo who 
described himself as an avid 
su p p o rte r o f  young 
sportsm en  and w om en, 
adv ised  p ro fessio n a l 
footballers to invest in their 
motherland.

In re sp o n se  to 
observation  raised by the 
NOC that N igeria has no 
dope con tro l labora to ry , 
President Obasanjo promised 
that one would be established 
before the All-African Games 
in 2003, as according to him 
failure to do so, would have 
a negative im pact on the 
country’s determ ination to 
successfully host the games.

On poor representation of 
N ig e rian  n a tio n a ls  in 
co n tin en ta l and  g lobal 
sporting bodies, the president 
pledged government’s desire 
to redress the situation. He 
also expressed optimism that 
when the A buja N ational 
S tad ium  w as com pleted , 
most problems o f facilities 
would be solved. The NOC 
delegation was led by Maj.- 
Gen. Adamu Dyeri (rtd).

The N igerian Olympic 
Committee who were at the 
sta te  house to b r ie f  the 
president on their activities 
also used the occasion to 
decorate  the p residen t as 
G rand  P a tron  o f  the 
committee.

S im ilarly , the NOC 
chairman, General Dyeri (rtd) 
presented the president with 
a copy of the new Olympic 
charter.

Los Angeles Lakers Shaquille O'Neal (centre) shoots between the Phoenix Suns Jake 
Tsakalidis (left) and Shawn Marion (right) in the first quarter during their NBA match­
up April 10 at the Staples Centre in Los Angeles. Pix. Reuters

APOLOGY

Any hopefor revival? Real Madrid celebrate their Champions League triumph last May. They face hardfighting Galatasaray 
in a make or break tie in M adrid. .  .on Wednesday

Dear readers, 
P r o f e s s o r  
N o m a u 9 s 
travails, the 
cartoon fo r  
this page will 
continue on 
M o n d a y , 
April 16y 
2001
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