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Chapter 1
SHOULD CHRISTIANS USE

JEWELLERIES?

[ have been constantly asked concerning
the matter of gold and jewellery, and I finally
decided to do a teaching on this seemingly
controversial discourse. Let's get into the
Scriptures and see what it has to say.

The Bible reveals that God created gold
and that gold is good. If God calls it good,
then we should not call it evil.

GENESIS 2:10-12

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden
and from there divides into four rivers.

11 The first is named Pishon; it flows through
Havilah WHERE THERE IS GOLD.

12 THE GOLD OF THIS LAND IS GOOD. The land is
also known for a sweet-scented resin and the onyx
stone.

The above passage is the first time that

gold is mentioned in the Bible.
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The second time the Bible speaks of gold
is the first time silver is mentioned. It says
that Abraham had an abundance of gold and
silver, but nothing was said about what he
was using them for; "And Abram was very
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold" (Genesis
13:2).

The third time that the Bible mentions
gold is when Isaac, the son of Abraham
wanted to marry Rebekah. So, the first use of
gold recorded in the Bible is in connection
with a marriage proposal to a woman and
her adornment for the wedding. Not building
of a house or temple as some would have us
believe today. “So it was, when the camels had
finished drinking, that the man took a golden
nose ring weighing half a shekel, and two
bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels
of gold, and said, "Whose daughter are you?
Tell me, please, is there room in your father's
house for us to lodge?" (Genesis 24:22-23).

God doesn't see anything wrong with
that. In fact, He later gave a picture of how He
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would adorn His own bride with gold and
jewellery in Ezekiel 16.

AN ILLUSTRATION OF ELECTRICITY

Gold is not evil in itself, it is a good gift
from God. When people use it to beautify
things moderately and glorify God, it isn't a
problem, but when they turn it into idols, it
becomes a problem.

Take for example, electricity isn't evil in
itself, but what one does with it could be
good or evil. If you fry a meal for someone
using electricity, you've done well, but if you
fry that person with electricity, you've done
evil. Either way, electricity has done nothing,
you've only used it to do what's in your own
heart.

Also, electricity cannot refuse you
because it is your subject. Hence, the
problem isn't with electricity but with you.
Electricity isn't a demon! One way people
corrupt God’s gifts is by using them to serve
their selfish interest. That's how they turn
God’s blessing into a curse. Remember
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Lucifer, a beautiful angel that was
transformed to the most devious of demons
when he chose to worship himself with the
gifts that God gave him.

We must be very careful that we do not
allow the blessings and gifts of God to

distract us from worshipping Him.
DEUTERONOMY 8:14-18

14 "When your heart is lifted up, and you forget
the LORD your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

15 "who led you through that great and terrible
wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and
scorpions and thirsty land where there was no
water; who brought water for you out of the flinty
rock;

16 "who fed you in the wilderness with manna,
which your fathers did not know, that He might
humble you and that He might test you, to do you
good in the end-

17 "then you say in your heart, 'My power and the
might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’'

18 "AND YOU SHALL REMEMBER THE LORD YOUR
GOD, FOR IT IS HE WHO GIVES YOU POWER TO
GET WEALTH, that He may establish His covenant
which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day
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Chapter 2

THE GOLDEN CALF

We read in the Bible the incident of a
golden calf. God's people melted their golds
into an idol to replace God (Exodus 32).
However, we later see them contributing
their gold and treasures to build God's house
(Exodus 35:4).

When they worshipped gold it was evil,
but when they used gold to worship God by
giving it into the building of His house, it was
good. Either way, gold did nothing, the
people did everything. They only used gold
to do whatever was in their heart. Therefore,
it wasn't gold's fault. Gold is not a demon!

In Exodus 33:1-6, after the incident of
the golden calf, the Lord told the children of
Israel to strip off their jewellery. That was
because they had made an idol out of those
things. Just because God asked them to do
that on one occasion doesn't make it a law
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binding all people at all times, and in all
places.

Secondly, God asked the children of
Israel to go and collect the jewellery of the
Egyptians the night before they departed
from Egypt (See Exodus 12:35). It is also
important to realize that God is the One who
created silver and gold, and He didn't create
them for the devil but for His children
(Genesis 2:11-12).

In addition, it is clear from the Scriptures
that God made His city in heaven with gold
and precious gems of the highest celestial
quality (Revelation 21).

HOW WOULD GOD ADORN HIS OWN BRIDE?

In Genesis 24, an expensive nose ring
and a bracelet were given to Rebecca as a
token of favour and love. It was to show that
she was the chosen one for Isaac. The Lord
also blessed Isaac with silver and gold. He
doesn’t bless His people with sin.

Even God Almighty gave us a picture of
how He would nurture and decorate His own
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bride with gold and jewellery in the

following passage:

EZEKIEL 16:4-14 (MSG)

4 On the day you were born your umbilical cord
was not cut, you weren't bathed and cleaned up,
you weren't rubbed with salt, you weren't
wrapped in a baby blanket.

5 No one cared a fig for you. No one did one thing
to care for you tenderly in these ways. You were
thrown out into a vacant lot and left there, dirty
and unwashed--a newborn nobody wanted.

6 And then I came by. I saw you all miserable and
bloody. Yes, I said to you, lying there helpless and
filthy, "Live!

7 Grow up like a plant in the field!" And you did.
You grew up. You grew tall and matured as a
woman, full-breasted, with flowing hair. But you
were naked and vulnerable, fragile and exposed.

8 I came by again and saw you, saw that you were
ready for love and a lover. I took care of you,
dressed you and protected you. I promised you my
love and entered the covenant of marriage with
you. I, GOD, the Master, gave my word. You became
mine.

9 I gave you a good bath, washing off all that old
blood, and anointed you with aromatic oils.
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10 I dressed you in a colorful gown and put leather
sandals on your feet. I gave you linen blouses and
a fashionable wardrobe of expensive clothing.

11 I ADORNED YOU WITH JEWELLERY: I PLACED
BRACELETS ON YOUR WRISTS, FITTED YOU OUT
WITH A NECKLACE,

12 EMERALD RINGS, SAPPHIRE EARRINGS, AND A
DIAMOND TIARA.

13 You were provided with everything precious
and beautiful: with exquisite clothes and elegant
food, garnished with honey and oil. You were
absolutely stunning. You were a queen!

14 You became world-famous, a legendary beauty
brought to perfection by my adornments. Decree
of GOD, the Master.

Even though the adorned bride in the
previous text later rebelled, God did not say
that it was because of how she was adorned.
He also did not condemn such adornment for

women.
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Chapter 3
A BACKGROUND STORY OF THE

SHECHEM INCIDENT

After Rachael had stolen her father's
household gods which were probably made
of gold in Genesis 31, something happened.
Genesis 35 records that Jacob didn't want
anything that will hinder him from God's
presence. And as such, he asked all his
household to get rid of all idols and jewellery
that were with them, and he buried them

under the oak at Shechem.

GENESIS 35:2-4 (AMP)

2 Then Jacob said to his household and to all who
were with him, “Get rid of the [idols and images of]
foreign gods that are among you, and ceremonially
purify yourselves and change [into fresh] clothes;
3 then let us get up and go up to Bethel, and I will
make an altar there to God, who answered me in
the day of my distress and has been with me
wherever I have gone.”

4 So they gave Jacob all the [idols and images of
the] foreign gods they had and the rings which
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were in their ears [worn as charms against evil],
and Jacob buried them under the oak tree near
Shechem.

The Bible did not say that it was God
who asked Jacob to do that. It should be
noted that in ancient times, people wear
jewellery as amulets or symbols of worship
and devotion to their idols and false gods.
Some of them even had the name or symbol
of those gods they idolized on their jewellery.

The truth is that God doesn't have any
issue with His children owning or using gold.
The problem is when they let gold become
their obsession and idol. Moderation is the
emphasis, not abstinence. Today, many
people spend a fortune on their appearance
but ignore their spiritual life. They do not
commit to spiritual growth and development.

DO NOT BE MATERIALISTIC

Gold isn't a sin or an evil thing in itself,
but how one goes about the use of it could be
sinful. Some people use gold to compete.
They want the most expensive so they could
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consider other people as inferior and look
down upon them with a very high mind. They
let their heart get exalted above measure.
Loving gold more than they love God and the
things of the flesh more than spiritual things.

Some church folks would rather buy
$1000 jewellery than give $50 to evangelism
or the work of God. The heart taken by gold
is not submitted to God. Even a common
hairdo could become a hindrance or
distraction from spiritual growth.

Many women spend more time on their
appearance than they do with God's Word
and spiritual things. Some of them could
devote up to 10 hours to the fixing or
weaving of their hair, but they would not
even tarry in prayer for 1 hour or study their
Bible for 30 minutes.

It is easy to find an educated woman. A
beautiful lady isn't scarce, but a praying
woman is a favour from God.

Whatever we attend to more than we
attend to God and the things of the Spirit has
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become our distraction. If women will spend
half the time they spend on their appearance
to develop their spiritual life, they'll be so on
fire for God!

While it is okay to appear beautiful, it is
unwise to ignore the hidden person of the
heart, that ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit (1Peter 3:1-6). Some will spend so
much money on makeups and physical wears
and ignore their spirit. Ask yourself how
many books and tapes you have to keep your
spirit fit. If you spend three hours making
your hair, how long do you spend in prayer
and meditation on God’s Word?

Don't wait until you can kneel before you
pray, you can be praying in the Holy Spirit
even while doing your domestic chores.
Make prayer a lifestyle. Become intimate
with God's Word.

A virtuous woman is a spiritual one. “A
wife of noble character who can find? She is
worth far more than rubies. Her husband has
full confidence in her and lacks nothing of

eee 15 eee



value. She brings him good, not harm, all the
days of her life” (Proverbs 31:10-12). Invest
on the inside!

The Bible says that people look at the
outward, but God looks at the inward
(1Samuel 16:7). God’s pleasure is derived
from the state of your heart, but people pay
attention to your appearance. You cannot
dress like a rascal, dying your hair in all sorts
of odd colours and wearing indecent clothing
and then expect people to take you seriously.
['ve seen believers who go to preach putting
on an appearance that even unbelievers will
criticize. We are not sent to angels but
humans. Our appearance should not become
a hindrance to the gospel. We must not
become a stumbling block to others.

In this plastic generation, anybody can
buy beauty from cosmetic stores and
boutiques. A good character is what is scarce,
and it is more precious than a diamond.
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Chapter 4
MODERATION OR ABSTINENCE?

God does not condemn the use of
jewellery, He only encourages moderation,
spiritual commitment, and maturity.

['ve seen believers who know and use so
many jewelleries but can't even lead prayer
or Bible study. They don't know the Word
because they do not give their time to it.

The Holy Spirit speaking through Peter
said women should invest on the inside. Not
just into hair braiding, jewellery, and fashion,
but cultivating the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit. He went further to speak
concerning a good character and how it
could even win an ungodly husband over
(1Peter 3:1-6).

1 Peter 3:3 says, "Whose adorning let it
not be that outward [adorning] of PLAITING
THE HAIR, and of WEARING OF GOLD, or of
PUTTING ON OF APPAREL." If we interpret
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that verse to mean women should never use
jewellery, that will be poor hermeneutics.

If that passage says women should not
use jewellery, then it also means that they
should not plate their hair or wear clothes.
Isn't that ridiculous? The context of that
passage and 1Timothy 2:9 is that women
should invest more on the inside than the
outside. They should spend more time on
their character development and spiritual
maturity than on their appearance. Not that
they should not work on their appearance at
all and look shabby and primitive. There is
no glorifying God in that.

The New International Version (NIV)
puts it this way; "Your beauty should not
come from outward adornments, such as
elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold
jewellery or fine clothes. Rather, it should be
that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great
worth in God’s sight” (1Peter 3:3-4).
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The New Living Translation (NLT)
renders 1Timothy 2:9-10 thus; “And I want
women to be modest in their appearance. They
should wear decent and appropriate clothing
and not draw attention to themselves by the
way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or
pearls or expensive clothes. For women who
claim to be devoted to God should make
themselves attractive by the good things they
do.” The instruction is clear; it is not
abstinence but moderation.

[ think most marriages that suffer today
have ignored that advice. Some women now
invest most of their time in external things.
They spend more on their body than their
spirit. And, even though a beautiful body is
good, it isn't what keeps the home. Even if
you look as beautiful as one of the goddesses
of those Greek myths, a bad character will
make you stink and repulsive.

True beauty is a product of godly virtues
and not just a sexy body or outward
decorations (Proverbs 31:30).
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If your heart is ugly, it doesn't matter
how beautiful your body is! It is a misplaced
priority that causes women to spend heavily
on their container (body) while they ignore
or starve their content (spirit).

Makeups and cosmetic surgeries cannot
improve character. Godliness is not sold in
beauty stores. It is cultivated by a life of
prayer and submission to the authority of the
Holy Spirit and the Scriptures.

It is not spirituality to choose to disobey
your husband in your dressing.

I remember a certain Christian woman
who used to be on fire for God before
something went wrong. She had everything
running well for her on the home front and
people envied her. One day, this woman went
and joined a certain deliverance ministry
where they teach against jewellery and good
dressing. They even publicize some
testimonies of certain people who claim to go
to hell and see Christians being tortured
because of the use of jewellery and hair
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attachments or braids. What an insult upon
redemption. How silly is it to think that our
blood-bought redemption can be forfeited
just by the use of jewellery and braids? Since
when has salvation become by works and not
by grace? Many have fallen from the grace of
God and are now in the game of performance.
They’re depending on their works of
righteousness to take them to heaven. Don’t
let them pull you over into such bondage.
“For if you are trying to make yourselves right
with God by keeping the law, you have been
cut off from Christ! You have fallen away from
God's grace” (Galatians 5:4).

The woman in my story discarded all the
jewellery that her husband bought for her
because they told her she would go to hell if
she kept using them. Folks must be careful
where they go. She started wearing shabby
hair and no longer regarded the hairstyles
her husband loved. She even threw away her
perfumes. When her husband took offence,
the leadership of the church told her not to
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follow him to hell. How ridiculous!
Eventually, she was ordained as an
evangelist and started dressing like an old
woman even though she was only thirty.

Even though a Christian should always
be modest, this does not mean you shouldn’t
dress smart. You dressed well to get that
man, why can’t you dress well to keep him?
The woman’s husband later chased her out of
his house to the church and married another
woman. We know that that’s unscriptural,
but the woman was also walking in rebellion.
She was really off the handle.

The last time [ saw that woman, she has
been taken over by a religious spirit. Her
mind was no longer sound. The glow that
used to be on her face was gone. She goes
about attacking and condemning people
instead of sharing the gospel of Christ. You
shouldn’t let your church doctrine come
between you and your husband. Your pastor
is not your husband, and if your husband
throws you out, your pastor will not marry
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you. If your husband wants jewellery and
your pastor forbids it, follow your husband.
He is your head as Christ is the head of the
Church (Ephesians 5:23). Dress for your
husband. Wear anything in the room, but
when you're going outside, don’t put on
anything that will provoke others to sin.

The Bible says for women to follow
Sarah their mother (1Peter 3). She even
obeyed Abraham and consented to a partial
lie that she was his sister and not a wife
(Genesis 12:13; 20:2). She didn’t expose her
husband or ridiculed him because of his
fearfulness. 1 am not saying you should
follow your husband off the Scriptures or do
unscriptural things. Nevertheless, there are
common sense issues that shouldn’t be
allowed to escalate into big problems in the
family. Wisdom is profitable to direct.

Learn to keep your husband without
going off the Word! Let the Holy Spirit lead
you in choosing a Bible-based church where
you can grow spiritually (Romans 8:16).
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EPILOGUE:
ARE YOU REALLY SAVED?

"If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it
is with your mouth that you profess your faith and
are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes
in Him will never be put to shame”
-Romans 10:9-11 (NIV).

BUT I GO TO CHURCH

Going to church doesn't mean that you
automatically have eternal life. If you've not
made a conscious decision for Christ, don't think
your name is written in the Lamb's book of life
just because you attend Church services. You
could even be a preacher or Sunday school
teacher and not be saved. Salvation isn't an
accident or an unconscious decision. It is not
something that happens automatically. It is a free
gift of God obtainable by faith (Ephesians 2:8).
However, God doesn't just write your name in
the book of life or regenerate your spirit without
your permission. Just that you're presently in the

00024 eee



Church or doing ministry doesn’t mean you're
born again.

BUT I'M A PREACHER

One could be a Bishop and be unsaved.
Salvation isn't a title, it is a decision, a New
Creation, a new birth (2Corinthians 5:17-21). It is
a very personal thing. [ cannot be saved for you.
Your parents cannot be born again on your
behalf, no matter how much they love you.
Salvation isn't earned by doing the work of God.
Neither does it come with the title of a pastor,
bishop, apostle or any other.

The world is full of many who try to spread
the Christ they do not really know.

Jesus is not a story. He is a living Personality
that can be known and experienced personally
today! If you do not have a personal relationship
with Him, you’re publicizing Him in vain.

SALVATION BY ASSUMPTION

Don't just assume to be saved. Faith is not a
baseless assumption; it is an offshoot of God's
Word. Faith is rooted in the Scriptures and
there's no biblical basis for assuming to be saved.
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Jesus revealed to us from the encounter He
had with Nicodemus in John 3 that one could be a
superior religious leader and still be unsaved.

Nicodemus must have assumed he was
saved until that night with the Saviour Himself.
Don't be a Nicodemus and if you've been one,
submit to the Word of God today.

INHERITED SALVATION?

Many go to church because they were born
into Christianity. Nevertheless, salvation is not
physical hereditary. It is not transferable by
genetics or heredity from earthly parents to their
children. Your father could be a Bishop and you
still go to hell. If you search your heart and you
find out that you have no memory of ever making
a personal decision for Christ, you should do so
now. Once that witness of the Holy Spirit is not in
your heart or spirit that you're God's child, your
eternity is unsure (Romans 8:16). Don’t risk
missing heaven!

BIBLE WAY TO BE SAVED

Romans 10:9-10 explains how to be saved. It
says that you can do so by faith in Christ and
confession. Salvation is free, not because it is
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worthless, but because it is priceless. Should God
put a price on an offer that cost Him the life of His
only Son, who can afford it? None can, but in His
infinite love and mercy, He decided to give us
freely (John 3:16-18).

Here's a prayer of salvation based on that
Scripture. I will love you to say it with the whole
of your heart. God is listening to you right now:

"Dear God, I confess with my mouth the Lord
Jesus Christ and I believe in my heart that you
raised Him from the dead, I am saved!”

AN ADVICE FOR THE NEWLY SAVED

If you have said the above prayer,
congratulations! You're now a New Creation,
your past is gone forever, you're a new person
(2Corinthians 5:17). I will advise you to get a
Bible and begin to study. A good place to start is
the Gospel of John, read and practice what you
read. Talk to God, He's your Father now, you're
free to discuss with Him every time, in the name
of Jesus (John 1:12-13). He loves you and has no
memory of any of your sins anymore (Hebrews
8:12). Talk to Him about anything and
everything that troubles you. He is interested in

all that concerns you. You can also talk to Him
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anywhere because He is in your heart and can
hear your thoughts and most silent whispers.
Your heavenly Father loves you and has given
you His Holy Spirit to guide you in all areas of
your life, through the Bible.

Also, get plugged into a good local Church
around you and be committed. Don’t cultivate the
habit of ignoring the Church (Hebrews 10:25). It
is those who are planted in God’s house that will
flourish in His court. “Those who are planted in
the house of the LORD Shall flourish in the courts
of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age;
They shall be fresh and flourishing, To declare that
the LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is no
unrighteousness in Him” (Psalms 92:13-15).

A good Church is the one that believes and
practices the Bible. It is a place where the Holy
Spirit is allowed to operate freely, where
everything is done to glorify Christ. God has
placed people in the Church to help you grow
(Ephesians 4:11-16).

There's no perfect Church, but there's one
that is perfect for you, where you can grow and
be made ready for the Lord's return.
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You must be spiritually alert, watching for

the Lord and spreading the gospel.

LUKE 12:35-40 NIV).

35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps
burning,

36 like servants waiting for their master to return from
a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks
they can immediately open the door for him.

37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds
them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will
dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the
table and will come and wait on them.

38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds
them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night
or toward daybreak.

39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not
have let his house be broken into.

40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will
come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
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ONLINE CERTIFICATE BIBLE COURSES

""Study to show yourself approved unto God,
a workman that needs not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of truth”
2Timothy 2:15

SCHOOL OF PRAYER
SCHOOL OF PROPHECY
SCHOOL OF FAITH
SCHOOL OF HEALING
SCHOOL OF SEERS
SCHOOL OF MARRIAGE - {
SCHOOL OF MINISTRY FLEXIBLE &
SR
N

HTTPS://AGAPEVOICE.ORG/B.IBLE-SCHOOL-ASOS/
www.agapevoice.org LIVE INTERACTIVE
STUDENTS TESTIMONIES o~ Ry ety
The School of Faith has really helped me in m

y
understandianof what faith'is and how to apply it to
my daily life. -V.A. Ireland

This course has been a 3rea_t blessing }_o my life. I've Jearnt so
much, and God has used this study to fire me up again. | look
forward to doing more courses with ASOS. -Lea, Australia

ASOS Prophecy Course has caused my gifting to increase.
On day one, | received a clear and decisive visitation where
| understood my calling and found a revival supernaturally
of my gifting before God. -Archbishop, USA
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