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Super

Fagles

e No International matches

for two years

By Mohammed S. Shehu

A week after they returned from the World Cup tourna-
ment in South Africa following their first round exit, the
national football team, the Super Eagles, were summarily
disbanded by President Goodluck Jonathan yesterday. The
president also directed that Nigeria
withdraws from all international foot-

Jonathan also ap-

perceived misapplication of funds should be investigated
in order to bring the culprits to book.

Addressing State House reporters soon after a meeting
between Jonathan and members of the Presidential Task
Force on the 2010 World Cup, the presidents spokesman
Ima Niboro said Jonathan also approved the auditing of
all monies spent by the country dur-
ing the ongoing World Cup in South
Africa. “President Goodluck Jonathan

By Mohammed S. Shehu

PROFESSOR  Attahiru
Muhammadu Jega was
sworn-in yesterday as the
new Chairman ofthe Inde-
pendent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), and
he promptly called oaPres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan to
guarantee INEC5% neutrality

and impartiality as it pro-
ceeds to conduct general
elections in the country.
The chairman, who
was sworn-in along with
six new INEC national
commissioners, received a
strong advice from Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan
for them to justify the con-
Continued on page 5

ball competitions for the next two
years to enable the country reorganise
its football administration following

proved the auditing
of all monies spent by

has directed that Nigeria withdraws
from international competitions for

the dismal performance of the Super
Eagles at the ongoing World Cup in
South Africa.

The Super Eagles ended this coun-
try’s dream for football glory in South
Africa by bagging just one point in Group B, where they
were grouped alongside Argentina, Greece and Korea
Republic.

President Jonathan also directed that an audit be under-
taken ofthe finances ofthe World Cup projectand thatany

the country during the
ongoing World Cup in
South Africa

two years to enable the country put its
house in order,” Niboro said.
Yesterday’s presidential decisions
however risk attracting a FIFA ban
of this country from all international
football events. Footballsworld governing body frowns at
government interference in football matters. “At the time
ofwriting, we have no official information on this matter,”
FIFA said in a statement last night. “However, in general,
Continued on page 5
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THE new INEC national commissioners taking their oath of office in Abuja, yesterday.

Collapsed building
kills14inKebbi

From Ismeil Adebayo, Bimin Kebbi

FOURTEEN people were killed when
abuilding collapsed on them last night
during heavy rainfall at Unguwar
Binanchi Area of Gwandu in Kebbi
State.

The victims, mostly teenagers, were
reportedly taking refuge in the mud
house during aheavy down pour Tues-
day night when the building suddenly
came down on them Killing 14 of 15

occupants. According to awitness, one
Farouk Mallam Dan Karami survived
as he was rescued from the rubble of
the collapsed building.

The witness said, “Yes, only one boy
survived. There were 150fthem in the
building when it collapsed. 14 ofthem
died instantlybut lucidly for Farouk he
survived. He even spoke with the gov-
ernorwhen he came to Gwandu today.”
Daily Trust gathered that before its col-
lapse, the building had become a ren-

dezvous for the teenagers who hawk
sugarcane and other items in the area.
On that day, some ofthem were sleep-
ing in the building while others were
waiting for the rain to stop.

Sole Administrator of Gwandu
Local Government Area Alhaji Shehu
Gwandu described the incident as
unfortunate, saying Governor Saidu
Dakingari on hearing the news stopped
over at Gwandu on his way out of the
state to condole families ofthe victims.

Nigerian universities producing illiterates-Assembly

FromHir Joseph, Lafia

THE Nasarawa State House of
Assembly yesterday rejected Section
65 ofthe draftamendment ofthe 1999
Constitution which seeks to jack up
the minimum entry qualification
into the National Assembly from
Secondary School Certificate to
National Diploma, as members said
presently, graduates of Nigerian
universities are not better than school
leavers ofthe past.

House member, Adam lyisana
(Toto-Gadabuke PDP) submitted
that Nigerian universities are now
churning outilliterates in the guise of
graduates. “Many university graduates
of today cannot even articulate any
point, many of them are not sound.
Many of them cannot even compare
themselves with secondary school

leavers of the past. Ifa constituency
decides that a secondary school
certificate holder is sound enough
to represent them and articulate
their views, | dont see any reason
why he should be denied when a
university graduate cannot do that”,
the lawmaker said.

This, the 24-member House,
except for Barrister Innocent Lagi
(Wamba Labour Party), enormously
supported when they adopted
wholesale, the 41 amendments already
passed by the National Assembly.
They said members of the state
Houses of Assembly had no much
input make on the amended sections
because the National Assembly had
already passed them, an action most
of them described as a violation of
Section 9, Sub-sections 1and 2 ofthe
constitution.

Lagi of the Labour Party declined
voting for the rejection of Section
65 to maintain the status quo on the
entry qualification into the National
Assembly, saying it is only when the
educational background of members
is higher that Nigerians can expect
informed debates that would be
free from avoidable mistakes such
as the alleged gross violation of the
constitutional provisionsbythe National
Assembly in the consideration of the
on-going amendment. The opposition
member insisted on the needto raisethe
entry qualification, addingthatitwould
make state assemblies make informed
debates for the improvement of their
constituencies.

Speaker  Musa  Mohammed
overruled Lagi, since he alone voted
forthe minimum entry qualification of
National; Diploma.

Man, 23, to hang for killing friend

From Sharafa Dauda, Meiduguri

TWENTY-THREE year old
Abdulmumuni Dan Asabe of Gidan
Danbe, Maiduguri, Borno State has
been sentenced to death by hanging
by a Maiduguri High Court for
stabbing to death, one Alhaji Bawa
Makinta.

Asabe, a student at a Quranic
school, stabbed and killed Makinta,
who was also in his early 20% with

a knife on his left rib at Mashamari,
Gwange Ward of Maiduguri on June
23, 2005, around lam after a fight
over fried yam and akara (bean cake)
the court heard yesterday.

In his Judgment, Justice Abdullahi
Yerima Sanya said the confessions
made by the accused at Gwange
Police Station and the State Criminal
investigative Department (SCID)
and other circumstantial evidences
given by witnesses showed that the

prosecution had proved beyond
reasonable doubt that Alhaji Bawa
Makinta, the deceased, was killed
by the accused. “Consequently, |
hereby sentence you, Abdulmumuni
Dan Asabe to death by hanging. You
should be hanged by the neck until
you die. This however will not stop
you from applying to the governor of
the state to commute your sentence
to life imprisonment,” Justice Sanya
said.

Sokoto approves N8.9b
for state varsity *

FromRakiya A.Muhammed, Sokoto

THE Sokqto State government has approved N8.9 billion
for the commencement of the first phase of the proposed
state university. The Information Commissioner Malam
Dahiru Maishanu said this yesterday while briefingjournal-
ists on the outcome of the state executive council meeting.
He disclosed that the contract was awarded to an indig-
enous firm, Mcnamara Nigeria Limited with a completion
period of two years.

The Information Commissioner explained that the first
phase consists of site lay out, hostels, faculty buildings,
staff quarters, administrative block and other structures.
Also approved by the state executive council in yesterdays
meeting included N292 million for the rehabilitation, and
asphalting ofeleven roads in the old GRA in Sokoto as well
as over N201 million for the construction of wall for the
Silame bridge. Similarly, N128.42 million was approved
for the construction of access roads, walkways, drainages
and other auxiliary works at the newly constructed guest
houses in Sokoto.

Common law inappropriate

for labour disputes- Adejumo
FromAliyu M Harmagam, Gombe

THE principle ofcommon law administered by the convec-
tional courts in dealing with labour related matters are ill-
suited for resolution of industrial disharmony (in tfie coun-
try, the President of National Industrial Court ofiNigeria
(NIC) Justice Babatunde Adejumo has said. > |

He spoke in Gombe at a seminar organfc<}<4 by the
National Orientation Agency on the sustenance of Indus-
trial Harmony in Nigeria.

He said the establishment of labour or industrial courts
in most countries was necessitated by the inability of the
common law principles to cater effectively in revolving
issues bordering on industrial disharmony.

Adejumo further remarked that under the common lawa
demand for higher wages could not bejustice able excepton
the basis for what had been contracted whereas such issues
could be justice able before the National Industrial Court.

Gombe to give N76m
soft loans to'workers

FromAliyu M Hamagam, Gormbe

GOMBE State government has earmarked N76 million for
distribution as soft loan to civil servants in the state, the
branch chairman ofthe Nigeria Labour Congress, Com-
rade Babaji Dunama has said.

Dunama made the statement yesterday at a press brief-
ing in Gombe, saying the committee entrusted with the dis-
tribution ofthe loan had to borrow a leaffrom the 2007 for-
mula that was used when the state government disbursed
N 100 million as loans.

He said part ofthe condition for qualifying for the loan
was that the person must have applied forlit and he had
not enjoyed it.

According to him, staffon Grade Levels (GL)01-6 are
only entitled to collect N30, 000, GL 07 is N80, 000, GL
08-09isN200,000, GL 10-13 N300.000 while GL 14-15and
GL 16 and above would collect N 400,000 and N 500,000
respectively.

Ondo Assembly sacks
council boss

FomAdeneleGwa, Akure

THE Ondo State House of Assembly yesterday sacked the
interim chairman of Akoko-South West Local Government
AreaofOndo State, Mr. Charles Akinniyi, over alleged corrup-
tion and maladministration.

The Assemblyalso ordered him to hand over government’
property in his possession and repay over N il million to the
state government3 treasury. This amount was part ofthe fund
he allegedlypaid to coverup his irregular payments and misap-
plication offunds aschairman ofthe council, the Assembly said.

Itwouldbe recalledthatthe Assemblyhad earlier suspended
the chairmanto aid investigation into allegations leveled against
him. Submitting his report before the House, the chairman,
House Committee on Local Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs Afolabi Akinsiku said the committee based its decision
on oral interview and proper examination of relevant docu-
ments. He added that the committee also used a special audit
report ofthe Auditor -General for local Government in arriv-
ing at its decision.
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BOKO Haram man Imam Abubakar Shekau.
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Dead' Boko Haram leader
re-emerges in newvideo

By Habeeb . Pindiga (Abuja) & Isa Umar Gusau (Maiduguri)

DEPUTY leader ofthe Boko Haram sect who the police said
they killed in Maiduguri during last year’s clashes has re-
emerged inanewvideo clip, saying he hasassumed command
ofthe groupandwould continue to propagate itsanti-Western
education ideology.

Imam Abubakar Shekau was the second-in-command to
Mohammed Yusuf, who was killed by the police in July last
year afterdays offighting between security forcesand die sect’
followers. The police said lastyear that Shekau was shot dead
in the clashes.

Buta 25-minutevideo clip, shoton April 19and obtained by
DailyTrustin Abujaduring the week, showed Shekauanswer-
ing questions from ajournalist at his hideout believed to be
in Maiduguri.

In the clip, Shekau is seen wearing a headdress, with an
AK-47 gun and a stack ofreligious booksbehind him. People
who know Shekau very well identified him in a still image
captured from the video clip.

Proclaiming himselfas leader ofthe sect, Shekau said dur-
ing the interview that with the death ofthe former leader, he
“being the deputy (to Yusuf), stepped in and assumed leader-
ship to continue in the pursuit ofreligious knowledge.”

However, the police in Maiduguri insisted on Tuesday that
Shekau is dead.

Bomo State Commissioner of Police Ibrahim Abdu told
our reporterthatinformation availableto the police indicated
that both leaders ofthe sect—Yusufand Shekau—have been
killed.

“I have not seen the clip and | cannot comment on what |
have not seen. (But) to the bestofmy knowledge, Shekau and
Mohammed Yusufare dead. Ifanybodycan identify them and
tell us their location, we are ready to act But to us they are
dead, ifthey are alive, they are wanted persons,” Abdu said.

There had been no conclusive evidence of the claim that
Shekau was killed in the Boko Haram clashes, unlike the case
ofMohammed Yusuf, whose death was confirmed because of
the wide circulation ofthe photo ofhis dead body.

Initial speculations were that Shekau waskilled at the sect$
Ibn Taimiyyaenclave, when soldiers engaged the members in
agun batde on the second day ofthe clashes. But there were
rumours later that the second-in-command had escaped outJ

ofthe state.

Askedto explainhow he survived the onslaught by security
forces during the 4-day clashes, Shekau said in the video clip
thathe was shotin the thigh butwasrescued by “fellowbeliev-
ersand protected by Allah.”

He argued that his men were not the first to attack security
agencies, butthattheyretaliated in selfdefence afterthey were
hit He claimed that during the Boko Haram clashes, only a
few ofhis men were killed and that the major casualties were
mere passersby, mad people and young hawkers.

Shekau vowed to retaliate for the killings ofhis followers in
Maiduguri and other places.

Asked why they use guns even though the guns were also
products of Western education, he said, “Guns are not prod-
ucts ofboko... wealso can make guns, we even made and used
guns.”

Onwhere his sectgets weaponry, Shekau said, “We getthem
fromwherewe getthem. God said we should get them (weap-
ons), the Holy Prophet said we should get them.”

He insisted that the pursuit of Western education is pro-
hibited, and that his group would continue to propagate the
Boko Haram ideology.

“What we are saying isthat it is not permissible to seek for
boko (Western education) under the prevailing system and
giventhe un-Islamic things introduced in boko,” he said.

“We are not fighting Western education itself, what we are
opposed to are the various un-Islamic things slotted into it
and the system upon which the study ofWestern education is
rested. These are the reasons why we say its not permissible
to study it.”

Thevideo clipwas shot by ajournalist, who told Daily Trust
thathe soughtto interview Shekau through some followersin
Maiduguri. They then arranged and picked him up at night
on April 19ata location within the city, blindfolded and drove
him to a hideout.

Thg journalist said the place should be in Maiduguri
because the drive took just about an hour and did not feel like
amovementout ofthe city. He said he was taken into a house
and to a pre-set stage for the interview in aroom. He also said
Shekau had armed guards with him.

Shekau was, besides being a second-in-command of the
sect, the most influential and feared member of the Boko
Haram group. jo]
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Reps: Parties must
win assembly seat
or be axed

m State assemblies oppose

independent candidacy

By Turaki A. Hassan

POLITICAL parties in the
country will now have to
win at least one state assem-
bly seat or be de registered
bythe Independent National
Electoral Commission
(INEC).

Adopting the report of
an ad hoc committee ofthe
House ofRepresentatives led
by minority leader by Rep.
Mohammed Ali Ndume
(ANPP, Bomo), the House
voted overwhelmingly and
inserted new sections to the
2010 Electoral Act

The inserted section
empowers INEC to de-
register any political party
which fails to win a seat in
the national or state assem-
bly election.

Thelawmakersalsointro-
duced sub-section (h) and (1)
to section 80 ofthe electoral
Act which stipulates the
conditions for registering a
political party which states
that, “The association main-
tains functional and verifi-

able offices in at least 2/3 of
the local government ofthe
Federation, the association
to be registered must"have
at least 10,000 registered and
verified members in at least
2/3 of the states of the Fed-
eration™

Sub-Section (J) states that,
“The Commission shall ver-
ify all the claims ofthe asso-
ciations seeking registration
and publish the report of
the verification iniat lasts 3
National Newspapers before
registration.” «

Meanwhile Speaker
Dimeji Bankole said, *Con-
ference of Speaker ate not in
supportofindependent can-
didate so we may nbt have
the possibility ofatajtding as
independent candidates in
the election.”

The House unanimously
passed the Electoral Actand
Chairman House Commit-
tee on Rules and Business
Rep. Ita Enang (PDP, Akwa
Ibom) said the bill will now
be forwarded to the 'Senate
for concurrence.

Wonder banks dupe
Nigerians N107bn

By Idris Ahmed

THE Central BankofNigeria
(CBN) said yesterday that
Nigerians have lost N106.9
billion to wonder banks or
illegal fund managers.

About 440 illegal com-
panies were involved in
the deals totalling 560,882
claims, the Inter-Agency
Committee On illegal Fund
Managers said it has discov-
ered.

Members ofthe Commit-
tee include the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN), Nigeria
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (NDIC), Security
and Exchange Commission
(SEC), Economicand Finan-
cial Crime Commission
(EFCC), Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC) and the
Police.

A statement signed by the
CBN5% Head of Corporate
Communications Moham-
med Abdullahi said 36 illegal
fund managers accounted
for N104 billion, or 97.3
per cent ofthe total collated
claims.

“Nospetco Oil and Gas
Ltd, one of the illegal fund
managers, accounted for
48 per cent of these claims,”
Abdullahi said.

He said the committee
deliberated on measures to
confrontthe challenge posed
by the stripping of assets by
the promoters of the ‘won-

derbanks;many ofwho have
gone underground

He said a liquidator had
been appointed by a court
in the case of Sefteg was able
to realize a sizeable sum of
money from the assets of
the company and has com-
menced payment to verified
depositors ofthe company.

“This approach of using
court appointed liquidators
will be replicated in all cases
to ensure early resolution”,
he said.

“Members of the pub-
lic are once again strongly
advised to refrain from deal-
ing with unlicensed or illegal
operators, who offer astro-
nomical or extra-ordinary
returns on investments to
extortmoneyand lure undis-
cerning people into dubious
pyramid schemes”, CBN3
statement further said.

The statement said any-
body who chose to deal with
“these unscrupulous individ-
uals and companies, despite
these warnings, do so attheir
own risk.”

dealing with
unlicensed or il-
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8-man panel to probe land sales in Suleja

ByJibrim Abubakar
E Suleia EAirats ip Niger State has set up an eighg-man

mittee to investigate the indiscriminate sales and allo-
cation ofland in the area.

Inaugurating the panel in his palace yesterday, Emir
of Suleja Alhaji Auwal Ibrahim said the committee has
12-weeks to submit its report.

He said infrastructure of the Suleja emirate has been
overstretched due to its proximity to and the influx ofvic-

time Bf demelition fram the Federal €apital Territary.

“Cost of living is now high in Suleja. We are suffering
from social ills. Let me use this opportunity to disabuse the
miingls ofthoep who think we are ﬁere to promote our selfish
interest. | will account for my stewardship tomorrow before
Almighty Allah,” he said.

He said the probe panel will work against the backdrop
ofthe proposed master plan of Suleja, adding that the exer-
cise has the blessing ofthe state government.

The committee is chaired by Galadiman Zazzau of

Lebanese charged with forging FG papers

Suleja Alljaji Muhammad Rabiu Ishag, with Waziri lia

Malam Bitrus W. Kaura, Sarkin Yamma Muhammad Bawa
Abdullahi, Malam Hudu Danjuma Biba, Malam Umaru
Shuaibu, Malam Ibrahim A. Bisallah, Malam M.T. Saka and
Malam Abdullahi Baban Nma, as members.

The committee is to, among others, establish the sales
procedures and the role played by the district, village and
ward heads.

The emir said the committee would start its work with
Madalla and Kwamba districts.

PIQFEnXxnNIGRMDF

ByJohnChuksAzu

THE Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) yes-
terday arraigned two Lebanese at
an FCT High Court in Maitama
over alleged forgery of Federal
Government documents.

Jihad Mohammed Ghraizi, 57,
and his son, Mohammed Jihad
Ghraizi, 27, allegedly forged four
different documents, two ofthem
belonging to the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria between Dec.
1999 and June 2008 and present-
ing same as original copies.

He was alleged to have fraudu-
lently forged a “Letter of Transfer
of Shares” and an “lrrevocable
Power of Attorney” dated Dec. 27,
1999 thereby fraudulently laying
cSlaims to 60% shareholding, and
possession of land and building
Plot 2025 Dalaba Street, Cadastral
Zone A02 Wuse Zone 5, Abuja,

respectively and presenting them
aspurportedly made in his favour
by Madeni Construction Com-
pany Ltd. '

The two accused persons were
further allegedto have made forged
“Renewal of Expatriate Quota
Positions” and “Revenue Collec-
tors Receipt”with no: Z007167466
dated 4th June, 2008 and presented
same as purportedly made by the
Federal Ministry of Interior’ Citi-
zens and Business Department for
Madeni Construction Limited.

The accused persons pleaded
not guilty to the offences.

Justice Sadig Umar is to rule
today on an application for bail
filed by counsel to the accused
persons S.I. Ameh, which was
opposed by the counsel to EFCC,
James Onuh.

Meanwhile the accused per-
sons are to remain in EFCC cus-
tody.

"Why FG dropped N3.3bn yatch for Jonathan'

By Misbahu Bashir

THE proposal to buy a presiden-
tial yatch worth N3.3 billion for
President Goodluck Jonathan has
notbeen approved and will not be
executed, Ministry of Defence said
yesterday.

The Naval headquarters had
forwarded a request to the Defence
Minister Adetokumbo Kayode
seeking to spend N4bn both for
the purchase of the Presidential
yatch and N 16m as operational

costs for the participation of NN
Augusta Helicopters, Defender
and Nightcat Interceptor boats in
the celebration of Nigerias 50th
independence anniversary.

Media adviser to the minister,
Group Captain EJ. Ezoemena, ina
statementthat “Although there was
aprovision in the 2010 budget for
such an item ofexpenditure, how-
ever, Mr. President, Commander-
in-Chiefhad given directive that
such aspect ofthe budget will not
be implemented.

Jonathan swears-in Niboro, Balat

By Mohammed S. Shehu

PRESIDENT Goodluck Jonathan
yesterday swore-in ImaNiboro as
his Special Adfiser on Media and
Publicity and Prof Barth Nnaji as
his Special Adviser on Power, at
the Council Chamber ofthe Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja.

The president also swore-in
Isaiah Balat as Special Adviser
to the Vice President on Special

Duties and Hussaini Jallo as Spe-
cial Adviser to the VP on Political
Affairs.

Jonathan charged Nnaji to
ensure that the power problem,
which is one of the cardinal pro-
grammes ofthe administration, is
properly addressed.

He said with gas, water and
coal, Nigeria must be able to gen-
erate the power that the country
needs.

Army chief:'Officers retirement guided by laws'

By Misbehu Bashir

CHIEF of Army StaffLt Gen Abdu-
rahman Dambazau said retirement
of military personnel is done in
accordance with established regula-
tions.

A total of 79 military officers
allegedtheywere compulsorilyretire-
mentandwrotetothe Presidencyand
the House of Representatives. The

House summoned defence minister
and service chiefs overthe matter.

Dambazau said at press confer-
ence in Abujathat officers will never
be retiredwithoutcomplyingwiththe
regulations.

“Butofficerswho are not satisfied
with their retirement from the mili-
tary have the right to channel their
complaints to the Commander-in-
Chiefwithin some days,” he said.

A Lebanese, Jihad Mohamad Ghraizi (right) and his son, Mohamad Jihad Ghraizi (left)
arraigned before the Abuja High Court by EFCC for allegedly forging Nigerian government

documents, in Abuja, yesterday.

Soludo wants 6 regional bodies to

replace 36 states

From Ibrahim Chonoko, London

FORMER Central Bank of Nigeria governor Prof.
Chukwuma Soludo advocated a six-regional admin-
istrative structure to replace the current 36 state
structure, which gulps up to 90 per cent ofresources
on overhead costs.

Speaking at a two-day business summit in Lon-
don on Tuesday, Prof. Soludo added that any future
alteration of the structure should be premised on
viability and self-sustainability.

He warned of a very bleak future for Nigeria
unless fundamental changes are made to overturn
the precarious slide the country was heading to.

The professor of economics said Nigeria must

overhaul the “distorted constitution” which was (

crafted to promote “dependency and consumption”
rather than production to avertthe impending catas-
trophe.

He said Nigeria’s vision to be among the worlds
top 20 economies by the year 2020 is a mirage,
explaining that the country needed to double its
present growth rate of seven per cent per annum to
be able to achieve the feat.

Atthe current rate of growth, he said, it will take
Nigeria 30 years to attain South Africas present level
ofdevelopment, adding that with an ominous popu-
lation explosion around the corner, Nigeriawould be
unable to sustain its growth rate based almost exclu-
sively on revenue from oil.

Jega vows fairness in INEC

reorganisation

By AbbasJimoh

NEW chairman ofthe Independ-
ent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) Prof. Attahiru Jega
has promised to be fair and just
in the reorganisation the com-
mission.

Jega, who arrive the commis-
sion headquarters at 11.48am
shortly after being sworn in along
with national commissioners by
President Goodluck Jonathan, also
pledged to do his best to ensure the

success ofthe 2011 elections.

On arrival, the new INEC boss
held a closed-door meeting with
top management staff ofthe com-
mission till 12.52pmwhen he came
to the conference hall to address the
media and directing staff.

“l want to assure you that while
we encourage meticulousness,
while we will ensure that square
pegs are put in square holes, we will
also be very fair and just in ways in
which we address the re-organiza-
tion that is necessary in the com-
mission.

“The aspiration ofall Nigerians
and the international community
is that INEC should be truly inde-
pendent and impartial and should
be ableto bring about credible, free
and fair elections in 2011.1want
to re-assure you and all Nigeri-
ans that I have come to this office
committed to do my best and to
ensure that these aspirations are
actualized. | have no doubt that
the National Commissioners have
the same commitment that | have
in order to bring this about,” Jega
said.

t



DAJLY TRUST rthursday, july 1-2010

new

States warned
against executing
FG projects

By Mbhanmed S. Shehu

PHOTO: NAN

THE Federal Government -said
state governments intending to
execute federal projects in their
states should obtain approval or do
so at their own risk.

Information and Communica-
tions Minister Dora Akunyili said
this was one ofthe decisions taken
at yesterdays weekly F.ederal Exec-
utive Council (FEC) meeting pre-
sided over by President Goodluck
Jonathan.

Akunyili, who briefed newsmen
alongside her state counterpart,
Labaran Maku, said the decision
followed a memo presented to the
council by Vice-President Moham-
med Namadi Sambo on the guide-
lines for executing federal projects
by state governments and high cost
of procurement in Nigeria.

She said the couricil also
approved that re-imbursement of
expenditure should be subjected
to the relevant sections ofthe Pub-
licProcurement Actthat deals with
quality and cost. Y

The minister said such projects
should meet standard” and guide-
lines of the appropriate [federal
ministry supervising su*hprojects.

Jonathan disbands Super Eagles

Continued from page 1

FIFAS position regarding politi-
cal interference in football is well
known.”

Nigeria’ next scheduled inter-
national match is a qualifier for
the 2012 African Cup of Nations,
at home to Madagascar in early
September. FIFA statutes demand
that national federations manage
their affairs independently, or face
suspension from world football.
National and club teams, plus ref-
erees, would be barred from par-
ticipating in international matches
and football officials could be pre-
vented from attending meetings.

FIFApresident Sepp Blatter had
already expressed concern over the

French government’ investigation
into Frances first-round exit from
the World Cup. “Definitely I can
tell you that political interference
will be dealt with by FIFA notwith-
standing what kind of interference
and what is the size ofthe country,”
Blatter said Tuesday.

Chairman of the Presidential
Task Force on the World Cup 2010
and Rivers State Governor Rotimi
Amaechi said Nigeria will offi-
cially write to FIFA to notify of it
of government decision. He said
Nigerias outing in South Africawas
characterised by all sorts of malad-
ministration and that the country
has been punished enough as far as
football was concerned.

He said, “Our recommenda-

tions were based on what we saw
and what we met on ground. You
will observe that the history of our
qualification was not as smooth as
it used to be before. We struggled
to qualify.

We got to the World Cup, we got
a new coach, PTF was paying the
coach. We agree to pay the Coach
N1.3 million which we paid. We
got to the World Cup and we had
all sorts ofmal-administration. We
also had all sorts of problems and
we find out that the problem of
Nigerian football now is structural
and there is the need for us to look
inward, sitback and re-organize the
structure to ensure that we dont
continue to have what we currently
have now.

“We recommended to Mr.
President, which he has approved,
that we formally write FIFA to say
that Nigeria will not engage in any
international competition for the
next two years so that when we
re-organize Nigerian football and
train higher coaches and all that
and come outto any competition, it
will be to the delight ofthe Nation.

The Nation has been punished
enough, people have had heart
attack because of Nigerian football.
Wewantto reorganize and get back
to what it used to be when itwas the
pride ofthe Nation and we are glad
that Mr. President has approved all
our recommendations and given
directive to that effect.

“What we are doing is not con-

trary to FIFA rules. We are not dis-
solving NFA. Their tenure fs over,
you should not forget that. They
have served their tenure but there is
aproblem which we have to nation-
ally address. Nigeria must endure
the pain that comes with this. We
are not sure that we will go to the
next world cup if we continue like
this. During the CAF competi-
tion, you listen to the players when
Odemwinge said they did not win
the last match because their luck
in the lucky bag got exhausted,”
Amaechi said.

The governor, who was joined
by other members of the PTF, said
“we will formally write FIFA to say
that Nigeria won' engage in inter-
national football competitions.”

Guarantee our neutrality

Continued from page 1

fidence reposed in them by ensuring that the rules and
regulations guiding the electoral system are strictly fol-
lowed irrespective ofstatus or party affiliation. The chair-
man and six national commissioners were last week con-
firmed by the Senate following their nomination by the
President.

Speaking shortly after the swearing-in yesterday at
the Council Chamber<of the Presidential Villa, Abuja,
Jonathan said members of the reconstituted INEC were
carefully selected in order to institute a robust electoral
process and ensure that the process is overseen and man-
aged by men and women of integrity.

He said, “I therefore expect Professor Jegaand his able
team to meet the high standards that Nigerians and the
rest ofthe world expect ofthem.

This assignment is one ofthe most important jobs in
our country and our citizens are keenly interested in its
outcome. Itistrue that legitimacy is one ofthe fundamen-
tal building blocks that compel governments to account-
ability. To be accountable, elected officials must emerge
through a process that is free, fair and transparent. Most
Nigerians believe that our difficult electoral history is the

reason forour underdevelopmentand lack ofconfidence in
those who govern.

We must therefore begin to repudiate this arbitrariness,
and there is no better time to start than now. “The success
or failure of the reconstituted INEC rests upon all of us.
We must act with responsibility towards INEC, in order to
retain the trust reposed in us by the Nigerian people. Rules
and regulations must be obeyed and electoral misconduct
shall not be tolerated irrespective of status or party affili-
ation. As the saying goes, we are all equal before the law,”
Jonathan said.

Jonathan said the almost unanimous endorsement’ of
the choice of INEC leadership, particular Jega, “a radi-
cal and professor of high repute,” was an indication that he
had made the right choice, which he said was a critical step
in his administration quest for credible elections in 2011.

“l was quite excited when one newspaper described you
asaradical, and | am happy that a radical is going to INEC to
do positive things and make sure thatyou don’t compromise
that belief. Luckily you are a professor ofhigh repute. Your
students are all watching you; whether you will stand by
the principle you have been talking in the classroom. Your
colleagues that you have left are also watching you,” he said.

The President, who expressed gratitude to all Nigeri-

ans for the role they played in the emergence of Jega as the
INEC boss, said “your responsibility iseven more enormous
than mine in terms of managing elections. | will be con-
sidered as ordinary partisan politician. People will accuse
that probably | will favour my party, but you are not one.
You are expected to show transparency and honesty in all
that you do.”

In his response, the INEC chairman promised to pro-
vide Nigerians with credible, free and fair elections in 2011,
saying that for his team to succeed, there was the need for
support and cooperation from stakeholders.

“In order to succeed in this assignment, we need the
goodwill, support, cooperation and assistance of all stake-
holderswithin our country and all friends of Nigeriaand its
developmentpartners globally. We trust that Mr. President,
from all that he has said and done, is fully committed to
bringing about free and fair elections. And we trust that Mr,
President will work hard to guarantee our impartiality and
neutrality as an independent electoral commission.”

The six INEC national commissioners sworn-in yes-
terday were Dr Nuru Yakubu (Yobe State), Mrs. Thelma
Iremiren (Delta State), Prof. Lai Olurode (Osun State),
Dame Gladys Nwafor (Abia State), Col. Hammanga Kurmi
(Adamawa State) and Dr Ishmael Igbani (Rivers State).



NEW S

Bomo legislators reject
sections of harmonized
constitution

From Sharafa Dauda, Maiduguri

THE'Borno State House of Assembly has
rejected some sections of the harmonized
version of the constitution, which was
submitted to all states Assemblies by the
National Assembly for consideration. The
House in an executive session Tuesday,
rejected sections 65, 68, 106 and 277, 131
and 177. The sections rejected are those
dealing with qualification for election, with
the House insisting that secondary school
certificates should remain the minimum
qualification for election into any elective
position. Other sections include, cross-car-
peting from the political party under*vhich
a candidate wins an election, independent
candidature among others. After the delib-
erations, the Speaker Alhaji Goni Ali Modu
directed the Clerk of the House to; pre-
pare and send a clean copy to the National
Assembly before Friday June 31,2010.

Kwara Poly expels 10
for exam malpractice

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE Governing Council of the Kwara
State Polytechnic at its 163rd regular meet-
ing approved the expulsion of 10 students
from the institution for examination mal-
practice.

A statement by the Registrar, Mr. M. O.
Salami, said, “The students were expelled
from the institution, following the councils
deliberation on the report ofthe Examina-
tion Malpractices Committee during the
first semester of 2009/2010 examinations”.

Four among the affected students were
from Institute of Environmental Studies
while six were students of the Institute
of Technology. They are Adeboye Soji
A, Salami Ismail, Toki Bukola Kikelomo
and Braimoh Isaac. Others are, Oguniyi
Adekunle Isaac, Adeola Rasheed, Agbedor
Vincent, Osungade Olalere Olanrewaju,
Omanoye ThankGod Joe and Abdulkadir
Abdulwasiu.

Court holds security
guards over missing

bags of maize
From Musstafa Abubakar, llorin

AN llorin Magistrate Court has remanded
three security guards and a store keeper at
the Federal Prison, Oke-Kura, llorin, for
allegedly stealing 205 bags of maize. The
accused persons are Ahmed lbaruba, 34,
Abdulahi Amudu, 20, Benjamin Kaku, 40
and Adebayo Aremu, who isthe storekeeper.

The four, who are being charged with
criminal conspiracy, store breaking, theft
and negligence were remanded in prison,
folk)wing an order by Magistrate S.O.
Hanafi. Trouble began‘for the accused per-
sons following a complaint lodged on June
ir, 20 1 0, at the Malete Police Station by
one Babatunde Akinsinde, the Managing
Director of the Malete Youth Farm Train-
ing Centre.

Police First Information Report (FIR) on
the matter stated that investigation at the
state CID, llorin, showed that the accused
were supposed to protect the goods in the
warehouse, but, they stole the goods.

The prosecutor, Sergeant Mathew Saye,
objected to the bail of the accused persons
-nd prayed the court to remand them. The
case was adjourned to today, July 1
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Katsina releases N315m
to pay exam fees

FromLawal Ibrahim, Katsina

THE Katsina State government has
approved N315 million for the payment
ofthe 2010 WAEC, NECO and NABTEB
examinations for 52,000 students in the
state. A statement by the Senior Special
Assistant to the Governor on Press Affairs,

Mallam Maharazu Ahmed, said the state
government had so far spent N755.3 mil-
lion on examination fees since 2007.

He added that for the 2010 examination
fees, the state government paid N233 mil-
lion while the 34 local councils contrib-
uted N81 million.

Governor Shema in the statement,

advised the students to take their studies
seriously, saying the gesture was to ensure
that all students in the state, irrespective of
their social or economic backgrounds have
access to education. He said his adminis-
tration would continue to promote educa-
tion and urged parents to guide their wards
into becoming responsible citizens.

PIC: NAN

FROM left: Suspected illegal arms and ammunition dealers Eugene Nwokedi, Hope Akpan and Madundubisi paraded
by Nigerian Army 82 Division in Enugu yesterday.

Judge gives prosecutors last chance on Boko Haram

From Sharafa Dauda,
Maiduguri

AS hearing on the Boko
Haram case continued
yesterday in Maiduguri,
presiding judge, Justice
Abdullahi Yerima Sanya
of High Court 9 in the
state granted the applica-
tion of Barrister Richard
Balami by adjourning the
case to today for the final
hearing. This is to allow
the prosecution assemble

exhibits and tender same
through their last witness.

Barrister Balami had
earlier pleaded with Jus-
tice Sanya to allow him
assemble exhibits and ten-
der same on the final day
of hearing, promising to
close his case afterwards.

The judge said those,
whose names were not
mentioned by the wit-
nesses and were not found
wanting in anyway would
be set free.

In another trial involv-
ing over 100 suspected
members of the sect at
the High Court 11 also
in Maiduguri, the trial
w”s suspended yester-
day, because the only
functional prison van
available for conveying
inmates from the Maid-
uguri Maximum Prisons
failed to convey the sus-
pects to court. The judge
then adjourned the case
to July26.

Army to provide free medical care in Niger

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

AS part of activities to mark this year’s
Nigerian Army Day Celebration, the
Training and Doctrine Command (TRA-
DOC) of the Nigerian Army has con-
cluded plans to offer free medical treat-
ment.

According to a statement in Minna
yesterday, the Army said the annual event
always provides an opportunity for it to
interact with civilians. The statement
added the event is expected to commence
with members of the Nigerian officers

Wives Association (NAOWA) visiting
orphanages and hospitals.

“Activities marking the annual Nige-
rian Army Day celebration is aimed at
projecting and educating the general pub-
lic on the compatibility and images as well
asthe achievement ofthe Nigerian Army,”
the statement added.

The six days occasion is to commence
on July 1to 6th. Prayers will be said at the
Military Central Mosque in the state on
July 2, while acombined interdenomina-
tional service is to hold on July 4, at the St
Luke military Catholic Church.

ASUU shuns Shenuft
negotiation team

FromLawal lbrahim, Katsina

THE Academic staffunion (ASUU) ofthe
Umaru Musa Yarddua University, Katsina,
has shunned anegotiation committee setup
by Governor Ibrahim Shema, insisting on
embarking on strike ifthe government fails
to pay the new salary structure on or before
July 12,2010.

In astatementjointly signed by the chair-
man and secretary ofthe union, Usman S.
Abdullahi and Umar Bala, ASUU said it did
not have the powers to re-negotiate a pact
reached between the national union and the
Federal Government.

The lecturers accused the state govern-
ment of paying lip service to education
and asked the state governor to honor the
agreement and pay them their 12 months
arrears. Responding, Special Adviser to the
Governor on Media and Public Relations,
Alhaji Nasiru Abdul, Saidthe union had no
justification to act that way because accord-
ing to him, the government must follow due
process.

He said the government had set up a
committee to study the level ofimplemen-
tation in other universities as well as cost
implication with aview to ensuringjustice.
He maintained that even the Federal Gov-
ernment that signed the pact with ASUU
was yet to start implementation.
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Expertwarns oftobacco, alcohol
related cancer epidemics

FromRakiya A Muhaned, Sokoto

IF the current rate of cigarette and
alcohol consumption in the coun-
try continues, Nigerians should
expect .epidemics within the next
two decades.

Professor Muheez Durosinmi,
Consultant Hematologist to the
Obafemi Awolowo Univeristy, lle-
Ife, stated this in Sokoto at a public
lecture on Cancer Burden and its
Control organized by the Usmanu
DanFodiyo University Teaching

Hospital ,UDUTH yesterday.

He noted that in Nigeria
now, over 18 per cent of children
between 13 and 15 years smoke
cigarette, just as he described as
regrettable, “the unwitting popu-
larization of tobacco and alcohol
consumption in Nigeria”

He said, “Drinking of all forms
ofalcoholic beveragessuch as beer,
spirits and wines has also been
associated with the induction of
cancers ofthe liver, the colorectum,
the breast and the upper respiratory

tract and through synergism, the
risk of alcohol-related cancers is
higher in individuals that also use
tobacco” He expressed concern
that cancer isa major but neglected
public health disease in Nigeria. He
recalled that at this years World
Cancer Day in February, the World
Health  Organization (WHO)
called attention to the fact that
cancer is a leading cause of deaths
worldwide, accounting for 7.9 mil-
lion deaths worldwide (about 13%
ofall deaths) with about 72 per cent

ofthese occurring in low-and mid-
dle income countries like Nigeria.
According to him, in devel-
oping countries, the younger
and more economically produc-
tive segment of the population is
more affected by a large majority
of cancers, thus posing a threat to
the socio-economic development
of the society. He said some hab-
its believed to be responsible for
chronic non-communicable disor-
ders such as cardiovascular and res-
piratory diseases, diabetes mellitus,

‘Senate to legislate on independence
of tertiary institutions '

Fromlsa Liman, Zaria

THE Senate is ready to come up with legislations that would help
the countrys tertiary institutions to become independent in the
running of their various programmes. The Chairman, Senate
Committee on Education, Senator Abubakar Bagudu, made this
known in Zaria yesterday during an official visit to various federal
educational institutions as part ofthe committee’s oversight func-
tions. While at the Federal College of Education, Zaria, Senator
Bagudu said it was now time for Nigerians to come to terms with
the realities of the day as' government alone cannot handle all
matters concerning education. Senator Bagudu explained that
demands from various sectors coupled with inadequate resources
do not enable government to meet all the expectations ofNigeri-
ans on the education sector. The Provost, FCE, Zaria, Dr Mouk-
tar Ibrahim Maccido, said the college had witnessed tremendous
infrastructure development now making academic pursuit much
easifcr by both staffand students. Dr Maccido called on the Senate
Committee to push for the reversal ofthe national policy that puts
the UME entry-point into Nigerian tertiary institutions at 180,
saying many students of Northern extraction would be denied
the opportunity of furthering their education ifthe 180 cut-off
point was maintained.

Man, 25, gets lifejail for
stealing motorcycle
FromYahaya lbrahim, Meiduguri

TWENTY-FIVE year old Bukar Gagava of Bokko village in
Gwoza Local Government Area of Borno State was yesterday
sentenced to life in prison by a Maiduguri High Court for steal-
ing a motorcycle and N700 from one Ali Ibrahim and another
N200 from one Mustapha Abubakar. Gagava along with three
other men now at large was said to have attacked Ibrahim and
Abubakar on their way from Ngoshe village using guns and sticks
to dispose them oftheir motorcycle and cash, thereby committing
armed robbery, an offence punishable under Section 298 of the
penal code. Ibrahim, the owner of the motorcycle, had earlier
testified in court that on January 21, 2002 they were stopped by
four men on their way from Ngoshe village and one ofthe men
whom he later identified as Gagava.

Court frees man accused of
killing student

FromYahaya lbrahim, Maiduguri

A Maiduguri High Court yesterday freed one Mamuda Ali of
Bulabulin ward in Maiduguri ofkilling and removing the tongue
ofone Halima Modu Grema, a student ofthe Ramat Polytechnic,
Maiduguri. The accused was said to'have committed the offence
on September 29,2005 and it is punishable by death under Sec-
tion 221 (b) ofthe penal code. According to court documents, one
Bulama Hassan of Bulabulin Aliajiri ward informed the police
that he got information from a reliable source that the body ofa
ladywhich was later identified asthat ofthe poly student was dis-
coyered upon which the accused was arrested in connection with
the murder. Justice Patum Haruna Ngadda yesterday discharged
and acquitted the accused for want ofevidence. According to her,
the prosecution failed to prove that allegation which is one ofthe
ingredients needed in a homicide case. Meanwhile, the accused
is currendy serving a seven year jail term for a similar offence.

as well as arthritis have also been
implicated for the increasing inci-
dence of cancers ofthe colorectum,
the prostate gland and the breast.
These habits, Professor Durosinmi
stated, include lack of physical
exercise, inadequate consumption
of fruits and Vegetables, as well as
the consumption of tobacco and
alcohol. Others are high intake of
red meat, saturated fat, free sugars
and common salt, all of which he
noted, promote increased body
mass index and obesity.

COMRADE Joseph Babatunde, Oyo State Chairman of Nigerian Union ofTeachers (left), addressing teachers atarail
organised by Oyo State wing of the union in Ibadan yesterday.

Labour leaders attack radio station, seize presenter

From Ibrahim Muhammed, Yola

LABOUR leaders in Adamawa State
yesterday attacked the state-owned
ABC Yola radio station, abducting
a local presenter, Mallam Adamu
Tanko popularly known as Kata-
kore, over alleged inciting comments
against labour unions on the current
strike that entered its third week in
the state.

Angry labour leaders stormed the
premises of the radio station along
Hore Ladde layout in Yola and inter-
rupted the transmission of "Taba-
kidi Taba Karatu” programme being

1anch0red by Katakore. The presenter

was taken away while other staff that

did not comply with the strike order
were asked to leave the premises.
Over 10 unions from the state
civil service are involved in the strike
which has grounded health and other
government services for nearly three
weeks. Reacting to the incident, Gov-
ernor Murtala Nyako through his
Principal Special Assistant on Media
and Publicity Alh.Aminu lyawa con-
demned the NLC5 action, saying
government would not allow people
to take laws into their own hands.
He appealed to the leadership of the
NLC in the state to see reasons in their
demands, saying, "The labour leaders
do not have power and authority to
abduct or seal government premises,

they have gone beyond civil liberty by,
taking laws into their hands, the gov-
ernmentwould not take itkindly with
so ever is found wanting.”

State chairman of the NLC Com-
rade Dauda Buba denied that some
deviant members were humiliated
but assured, "No-going back until
our demands are met which include
re-instatement of sacked workers at
the College of Legal Studjes Yola.” The
National Broadcasting Commission
(NBC) recently cautioned ABC-Yola
for flouting broadcasting code by air-
ing "Taba kidi”. The presenter of the
programme was reported to have
used the programme to settle politi-
cal scores.

Network advised to collaborate with NBA

FromIbraheem Musa, Kaduna

THE Network ofthe Bar, Bench and Police(NBB&P) which
is aimed at protecting the sexual and reproductive rights
ofwomen should collaborate with both the Nigerian Bar
Association(NBA) and the Human Rights Institute, Bar-
rister 0.0 Olowokore, the Kaduna State Chairman of
the NBA has advocated. The chairman who was repre-
sented by Barrister V.A.B Ewuzie, the Vice Chairman of
NBA, made the call at the inauguration ofthe Network’
state executive committee in Kaduna yesterday. He also
advised NBB&P to involve medical doctors in the net-
work since they cannot be talking about the reproductive

rights ofwomen without doctors.

Ewuzie advised the network to sponsor a private

member bill either at the state or national level in order
to legislate against the rights of women. By so doing, he

pointed out, NBB&P would help in fulfilling one of its
cardinal objectives which is to domesticate international
treaties and conventions.

The NBA vice chairman also advised the network to
re-christen itself as the Network of the Police, Bar and
Bench because investigation of a case starts with the
police before the lawyer and the court come in. He advised
that the networks activities should not be restricted to
sexual and reproductive rights of women but expand to
otherwomen5rights. Police commissioner Tambari Yabo
Muhammad who was represented by Imodu Abdu Sule,

said the police welcomed any organisation willing to part-

ner with it to fight crime.
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Senate probes Zamfara
lead poisoning

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate has directed
its Committees on Solid
Minerals, Environment
and Health to carry out a
holistic investigation on
the lead poisoning that
claimed hundreds oflives,
mostly children, in Zam-
fara State.

Moving a motion on

the matter yesterday,
Senator Sahabi Alhaji Ya'u
(PDP, Zamfara North), on
behalf of 27 other sena-
tors, said the lead poi-
soning epidemic in Anka
and Bukkuyum Local
Government areas of the
state claimed more than
160 lives; mostly of chil-
dren below the age of 5.
He said “This danger-

ous situation was occa-
sioned by activities of
illegal mining of iron
ore by villagers who take
crushed rock home from
the mines to extract pre-
cious stones, this result
in the soil being contam-
inated from lead; which
then poisoned people
through hand to mouth
contamination.”

FROM left: Founder/President, National Women Youth Forum for President Goodluck
Jonathan, Miss Harirat Yakubu, Vice President, Miss Safiya Ibrahim and member. Miss
Rose Shehu, at a press conference by the forum in Abuja, yesterday.

57-yr old woman, 9 others arrested with drugs

From Shehu Abubakar, in
Lagos

TEN Nigerians includ-
ing a 57 year old grand-
mother have been nabbed
in connection with unlaw-
ful exportation of 14.3kg
of cocaine at the Murtala
Mohammed International
Airport (MMIA) Lagos.

Adaba Olajomoke
Adunni, a mother of four
with two grandchildren
who sells shirts in Lagos,
was caught yesterday on her
way to London.

She was arrested along

FG to strengthen

ByAtikaBalal

FEDERAL Governmentwill
strengthen security agencies
across the country to enable
them carry out their func-
tions of protecting citizens,
particularly minors, Justice
Minister and Attorney Gen-
eral of Federation (AGF)
Mohammed Bello Adoke

with nine other suspects
after they were detected
with the aid of United
States donated scanning
machines. Madam Adunni
told newsmen atthe airport
that she is homeless and
needed money for accom-
modation.

Adaba concealed her
2.5kg of cocaine inside her
travel bags during outward
clearance of Arik passengers
to London. Three ofthe sus-
pects including Adaba live
in Nigeria while seven oth-
ers are based in Europe.

NDLEA Commander

security agencies

has said.

Adoke, represented by his
Special Adviser, Pious Oteh,
spoke at the Global Asso-
ciation of Female Attorneys
(GAFA) support dinner in
Abujayesterday.

He said agencies like the
Nigeria Immigration Serv-
ice, National Agency for the
Prohibition of Traffic and

at the Lagos airport Alhaji
Lawal Hamza gave the
names ofthe nine other sus-
pects to include Onwughalu
Edmond Uchendu, 37, who
ingested 1.4kg of cocaine;
Shomefun Deborah
Oluwakemi, 38, who swal-
lowed 1.2kg of cocaine.

Ugoeke Beneth Okezika,
Okeke Emeka Zachary,
Harrison Nnorom, Arinze
Emeka Ugochukwu, and
Chigbogu Joseph are based
in Spain. Kanu Nwanbueze
Lyonheart, and Ekuruemu
Richard Wisdom live in
Greece.

Persons (NAPTIP) and the
Nigeria Police Force will be
reinforcedto ensure adequate
welfare ofcitizens.

Earlier, GAFA President
ChineloIrieledecriedthe poor
enforcement oflaw as regards
violence against women and
menaces like female genital
mutilation and the girl child’
denial to education.

Civil defence strengthens operations in Makurdi

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

NATIONAL Security and
Civil Defence Corp (NSCDC)
has commissioned its Zone
H Commanders residential
quarters in Makurdi Benue
State to strengthen its opera-
tion.

Speaking at the commis-
sioning, Minister of Interior
Capt Emmanuel Iheanacho

said the residential quar-
ters would create comfort
for NSCDC in its operatives
againstcriminalsin the state.
Represented by his dep-
uty, Chief Steven Lawani,
Benue State Governor Gabriel
Suswan, saidthe securityagen-
cieshave assisted in reducing
the spate ofcrime in the state.
He appreciated the role of
NSCDC in curbing the men-

ace of vandalism, their role
in disaster management and
timely response to emergen-
cies.

Commenting on the
project, NSCDC Com-
mandant General Dr. Ade
Abolurin said quarters are
foundations geared towards
givingmembers ofthe corpsa
firmbasefromwhichto stamp
outall formsofcrime.

Senator Adego Efer-
akeya (PDP, Delta Cen-
tral) said the people in
the affected areas are
likely to face impotence
and kidney failures if not
properly treated.

The Senate observed
a one minute silence in
honour of all those that
died as result of the inci-
dent.
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FG extends screening for
police applicants

By Misbahu Bashir

POLICE Affairs Minister
Adamu Maina Waziri has
directed police authorities to
extend the period for screen-
ing ofapplicants for the posi-
tion of police constables by
one week.

The screening exercise,
earlier billed to end on July
3,2010 will now stop on July
10when applicants will sit for
examinations.

The Federal Character
Commission had said that
the police force did not abide

Zamfara govt

By Atika Balal

ZAMFARA State minis-
try of local government
and chieftaincy affairs has
been sued before an Abuja
Federal High Court for
allegedly diverting monies
meant for Gummi Local
Government Council and
its chairman, Suleiman
Gyalange.

In the suit, the council
and the chairman urged

Gam

the court to compel the
AGF and the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) to furnish all
sums due to the council and
paid to the state govern-
ment from June 2007 to the
date judgment is delivered.

The monies were said to
have been paid to them by
the Accountant General of
the Federation (AGF) and
the Revenue Mobilization
Allocation and Fiscal Com-

by established laws in the
exercise, addingthat 6 weeks
ought to have been given for
the submission of completed -
application forms instead
of the one week while the
vacancies be advertised in 2
national newspapers not one
asdone by the police force.

Waziri assured the pub-
lic of fairness and firmness
in the recruitment exercise
as all laid down guidelines
such as'academic qualifica-
tions, federal character, phys-
ical and moral fitness will be
fully observed”.

to probe

mission (RMAFC).

They similarly want a
declaration that by virtue
of Sec 162 (5-8) ofthe 1999
constitution States are trus-
tees of any sum due to the
local government from the
Account' |

They alsib want a decla-
ration that slate as trustees
cannot d|aj/reduce, alter or
deduct'fny sum due to the
local government from the
Federation account.
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Respectyou

rhusbands,

Gov'sw ife tellswomen

frsrstMwal? Siw3, tt«re

" oftin Ondi>St#etkm?rnor, Mm Ohsfcnd Mimflto,

«& advised women to respect their husbands ewsn as they
Jmmutm theirrights- ]

mvj(~««ngwomengroupsis Istmtown,AkokOSouth Hast

- iTtily, she'san! the)

«iodic a that shusband Is the tead of the

ft Issfsedsk;:-
-

lit the holy books thal the man is
ym *j«st love, respect ami

She said as part <rfefforts to curbdiscximiaaSion against
women, the Ondo State government had established family
courts inail the 18 localggwernmefii: areas ol the state,

Mrs, Mimikoadded that familycounseling and reconcilia
tion centers had also been established in all the awncils- Ear-
lier, the Commissioner for Women Affairs Mrs, Bukola Ten-

in checking d)jjtnsntnMloa against women jj»the state.

She called on the people of the state to cooperate withthe
government to reduce discrimisiation against women; saying
discrimt.rtaSk»i;S4>ainj»twoiw-nvidatesthepr!Bclpleofethial
ity of rights and respect forhuman dignity.

FG to establish museums in villages

«iv lima? fetopr*
"¢ «k -} >l l-aieraiGovem”nttoeMaWMb
».r<yin the country, the
., fr. >Vrral <«inais»oa Museums and

. Vo T
hdsf <r,*:r **B*rnoState toassessworkaithe Rabflbfe
.1 bra ¢ i - oKiianal monuments identified by
wt Ei rRestoration of Disjointed

N asaraw a

urges contra

fre»HlIriceph.lafe

:uiKiil. ACroSSfeanrluggwernmentprojectsinNasarawa
- ' -nin* prgkcts,

prut mr kej >>

<!l rv.ids in Nasarawa '-
"\chs'-'ioutlined a programme to &tthfiiily
X *Mn,-nthe 2010 budget 2010, one of which isthat all new
o<*dsav*wjdl tor co*sstructie®intheraral areasmastbe com-
Ated “shtetfarse sronths We wai” afl oarcontrite® to be

Archives, calledon Nigeriansto ftwly douate artifacts under
their custody for conservation

“Wearethinking ofpartneringwithcommanities to develop
community museums where objects aid artifacts of various
communities could be preserved The museums will also serve
aseducaUonalaiidresourcecaTtn ftrtl™aasiniurHtiesfiiesakt

On the Rabihs Fort Abdallah said, “A lot ofwork has been
done and | am impressed with rise quality of work carried
out there'!

ctors to step up w ork
faithfultothis so that atthe end ofthe day the governor will be
liappy'and the people will alsohe happy!

The ct*rimissioner expressed satisfaction with work on the
Ancho -Eayan-Dutse road and the 21- kilometre Nasarawa -
E~on-BakyaiMt-Arikya road.

The Chairman ofthe Nasarawa State Public Works Main-
tesMsce Agency (NAPUWNA) Dr. RamaJart Aliyu also caUed
on theeoutractors to keep to the contract specification, saying
the s«e government was relyiog on the roads to boost socio

economicactivities mthe stete.

Court orders Maryam
Abacha's jewelry case'
to start afresh

From Lawan Danjuma Adamu,
Kano

A Kano High Court on an
appeal session Tuesday, or -
deredthat the case ofjewelry
Chellagainst liajiyaMaryam
Sani Abaclws, house help be
re-assigned to another mag-
istratescourtlor afresh trial

The case of bouse break -
ing and theft against the
house help* Abdullahi Ail
and two others was earlier
heard hva Magistrates Court
inNo-Mali's Land, Katio.and
presided over by ChiefMag-
istrate Amina Abubakar Ka
bara.

The neworder was part of
the. Judgment delivered on
an appeal filed by the coun-
sel to Mrs Abachas servant,
Barrister Abubakar Mofcani-
med. The counsel has said
thatthe verdict ofthe lower
court that srial. within trial
was not in existence in Kano,
was unreasonable and could

* not be supported,

He maintained that the
trial magistrate erred hi law
by delivering that judgment,.
JusticeM il Abdullahi, who
was assisted by Justice SB,
Na-Makm in delivering
judgment: on the appeal said,
“Wp have come to fee con-
clustetiMtthe learned trial
magistratewas in error when
hearrivedat that conclusion,
without stating the law that

i abolishes same.- In other
words, he gave a ruling that
was not supported by any
reasoning or legal analysis.”

The. court then directed
the Chief Registrar of the
Kano State High Courttore-
assigntheease.

There wasno <__
to the ruling as the respond -
entin the matter,the Depart-
ment of Public Prosecution,
(DPP) W& not prAscist in
CEWL.

The issue of trial within
trial first came yp oh Febru-
ary 25, 2010, when Barris -
ter Mohammed challenged
the admissibility of the.
evidence, the police pros-
ecutors referred to as the
original copies ofhis dienfs
statements W ore the lower
court on the grounds that
they were not obtained vol -
untarily.

He also claimed that they
were obtained under duress
and misrepresented the
accused person, who cannot
write in English. Butthe pre
siding magistrate ruledjthat
trial within trial had hept*
abolished In the state and
assuch it would be fMipult
to prove whether or mrfithe
statements were otalhed
voluntarily. A

We have come
to the condu- t
sion that the
learned trial
magistrate was
inerror when
he arrived at
lhat conclusion,
without stat-
ing the law that

abolishes same.

Shema appoints
Yar'adua's daughter

special adviser

from lawal Ibrahim, Katsins

KATSINA State Governor
Ibrahim Shetna yesterday,
»}:)pmveddie appoinSmetit: of
the late President Yaraduak
first daughter, liaiiya Mar-
ymx t.-maru Musa Yaradua
as his Special Adviser on
Infer-Gm'emmental Affairs.

The <laughter of the
former Chairman of Sakori
Local Government Area
of the state, Alhaji flalilu

Yahaya Bakori was also
appointed as his Special
Adviser ob Special Duties. m

Governor Shema is a
statemens sigssed by the Per-
manent Secretary Special
Services to the gtwernor}
office, i..awai Balarabe Tsmxi,
said the appointments were
in recognition of their out-
standing qualities.

The governor wished
them well inthe discharge of
their duties,

IBB varsity to run [JMB program in New-Bussa

will be for females while that of Ibeto will be for both male

| tm Israel a»Je, Mfana
I'ME Ibrahim Badaxuasi University (IBBU) l.apai, Niger
y 3tr,,  conchsded plansto ran the Interim iomt Matricu-
Board (IJMB) programme in New
Bwssa, its out campus.
The Vice Chancellor ofthe university Professor Ibra-

him Kolo., who spoke with newsmen in Minna yester -
day, also added that the institution had made It manda
tory forthe Tergina Campus to function asan all female
campus.

He said the decision was to create an enabling environ -
ment for interested females to get quality education,

“The school of Remedial and General studies to Tegina

and females. The center will give students an opportunity
to remedy their 0/levels deficiencies to enable them get
admission into the university” he said.

lie added that the inst itution was determined to improve
on itsquality to ensure that itsstudents compete favorably
with their contemporaries anywhere in the country.



MEETING OF THE GOVERNORS
OF THE CENTRAL BANKS OF

D-8 COUNTRIES

The Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria, Maliam Sanusi Lamido Sanusi wil| be
frosting the forum of the Governors of the Central Banks of the Eight Developing
Countries (D-8) namely: Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeiria,
Pakistan and Turkey as part of the scheduled summit of the Heads of State and
Government ofthe D-8 Countries in Abuja on July 6/2010. P

The meeting will be preceded by the meeting of Central Banks' Technical Experts
from the D-8 member countries from Sunday, July 4,2010 to Monday, July 5,2010

The D-8 Organisation for Economic Cooperation has the following objectives:
e Toimprove members states position inthe global economy.
e Todiversify and create new opportunities in trade relations.
e To enhance participation in decision making at international level.
e To improve standards of living of the people.

The opening ceremony of the meeting is scheduled to take place asfollows:

Date: July 6,2010
Venue: CBN Headquarters, Abuja
Time: 9.00am

For further enquiries, please contact:

Dr.CXA. Uchendu, M.M. Abdullahi

Monetary Policy Department, Corporate Communications,
Central Bank of Nigeria, Central Bank of Nigeria,
Abuja. Abuja.

Tel: +234 94623 7903; 94623 8917 +23494623 6011

E-mail:oauchendu@cenbank.org mmabdullahi@cenbank.org


mailto:oauchendu@cenbank.org
mailto:mmabdullahi@cenbank.org
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Can

as running mate?

By AndrewAgbese

Inthe face ofthe widening
gulfbetween Governor
Jonah Jang and hisdeputy,
bame PaulineTallen,and
speculationsthat he might
drop herashisrunning
mate inthe 2011 elections,
ourcorrespondent looks
asthe implications which
the action could have

on the political space in
Plateau State and the
chancesofthe incumbent
inthe nextelections.

I NTRICATELY interwoven on
the web ofhigh wired politick-
ing that precedes elections, is

the usual manipulations, conjec-
tures, and schemesdone in the dark
for utmost secrecy, but which most
timSs find themselvesin public glare
due to leakages or betrayal that are
also considered part ofthe game.

It is not clear if all the calcula-
tions being made to return Gover-
nor Jonah Jang for a second term
andwhichhave found themselvesin
the public domain are true butsince
such manipulations are usually not
confirmed even when the pointers
are there, the risk of dismissing the
leakage also comeswith riskswhich
many are not ready to take.

Since last month, the political
scene in Plateau has been rife with
what may come as the one of the
greatest political realignments in
recent time; the plan to drop the
deputy governor of Plateau state,
Dame Pauline Tallenasthe running
mate to candidate Jang in the 2011
general elections.

If the the projections turned
out to be true then it can be certain
thal the political arrangement of
today cannotremain the same. The
effect on the political fixture ofthe
incumbent governor and the radi-
cal consequences it would have on
the political landscape would be of
earth shaking proportion.

T allen is by no means a

push over in politics.

From her daysasacoun-
cillor in Shendam, she has grown
to be an ubiquitous power broker »
in Plateau with the capability of
being either an asset to those she is
in league with or a thorn to those
opposed to her.

Shewasto display these sides of
her in the run up to the 2007 elec-
tion when she joined the race on
the side of ING and tilted his hith-
erto unsteady pose to a position of
balance, giving him the space and
leverage to counter his opponents.

When as a PDP gubernatorial
aspirant Jang was almost losing
his voice to that ofthose who were
calling fora rerun election after the
primaries which did not produce a

clearwinner, itwas Tallenthatcame
to the rescue.

What would have been a repeat
primary in which the conspiracy
against Jang would have been too
much for him to bear was discoun-
tenanced when Tallen pressed the
necessary buttons using her con-
nections at the top echelon of the
PDP then, and the idea of a repeat
primary was shelved.

T he prospect of having
Tallen to one’ side is so
propitious to any can-

didate seeking election in Plateau
state, some observers have said.
Butnone can denythatthe relation-
ship between Jang and Tallen is no
longer rosy.

Eventhough both ofthem have
denied any rift between them in
the past, the denial seem more like
a front, like the veil used by Obas-
anjo and Atiku to cover their differ-
ences until preparatory to the 2007
elections, when the bubble burst.
Many say it isonly a matter oftime
before the bubble would burst on
both Jangand Tallen.

The rift between the two only
came to the open early last year
with the formation of a faction of
the PDP in the state when most of
the supporters of the deputy gov-
ernor were identified as open sup-
porters ofthe new faction, PDP 2.
This believed to have led to gover-
norto take the decisionto cutherto
size. And as a first step, he removed
the education portfolio from the
deputy governors office.

A nother thing was the
removal of one of her
allies as commissioner

and the refusal of the state gover-
nor ta accept her nomination as
replacement.

The undeniable happened
when at an event in Maiduguri last
year, the deputy appeared ata func-
tion only for another official ofthe
state government to appear and
present himself as the representa-
tive of the governor. Tallen had to
explainatthatoccasion that she was
there in her personal capacity and
asacatholic. Worse things have also
happened.

rTiw o weeks ago when

the state governor was
.X. hosted at a rally of the
PDP in herhome local government,
she was conspicuously absent from
the occasion. Inthe face ofthe exist-
ing factions ofthe PDP ir. the state,
the impression she soughtto giveby
her absence was resounding.

At the moment, it is an open
secret in political circles that her
position isin the market with about
two local government chairmen
and some prominent politicians
from the southern zone jostling
forit.

But at what cost can Jang afford
to sacrifice Tallen even if they do
notagree politically? Can any ofthe
people touted as likely replacement
effectively add value or even fill in
the gap blocked by Tallen when she
was both running mate and later
deputy governor?

Among the politicians on the
Plateau only the likes of former
deputy senate president Ibrahim
Mantu, former governors Chief
Solomon Lar, Joshua Dariye and
Fidelis Tapgun have the kind wide
contactsacrossthe countrythat Tal-
len has.

Her contacts along the PDP
hierarchy is also said to be enor-
mous. Her recent seconding the
motion to swear in Okweslieze

Nwodo as the new PDP chairman
also attests to how savvy she can be
when it matters most in politics.

A t the state level, Tallen
who hails from Shen-
dam in the southern

senatorial zone of the state has not
left followers of political events in
the state in doubt about how wide
she can spread hertentacleswith her
fingers in almost every pie. Many
therefore feel that it would amount
to political suicide to drop her?

Many in the state believe thatthe
intention to drop Tallen is majorly
due to her gubernatorial ambition.
Given her projectionsand the activ-
ities she has been involved in, it is
clearthatthe deputy governor posi-
tion Tallen is at present occupying
isnot her turf.

Many, including Governor
Jang, suspect her real ambition is
to become governor. The governor
had in the early days of his admin-
istration hinted on the suspicion
when he told her at a gathering
that she was still young and could
afford to wait for him to complete
his second tenure before he hands
over to her. Indeed many observ-
ers have drawn some similarities
between the Jang/Tallen saga and
the Obasanjo/Atiku story when the
duo held swayasPresidentandVice
President respectively.

N ow, the thought of
handing over to her
appears to be a far cry

and the calculation isthat she isbet-
ter done away with in time because
if she is there for eight years, it
would not be easy for any upstart
to push her out.

Another thing is that it is sus-
pected that Tallen may not have
approved whole sale some of the
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Jang dropTallen

policies ofthe Jang administration.
The urge to remain independent
minded in the administration is a
luxury she cannot afford to have
because it is misinterpreted as not
being one hundred percent loyal.
The urge to be assertive in some
respect appears to have made her
a foe.

B esides, there is the Jang
persona which many
believe does not forgive.

Because of the certain things that
had happened in the past, those
who know Jang and his penchant
for getting say even ifall other fac-
tors are ignored, he has to prove to
Tallen that he can exert a pound of
flesh.

Those being peddled as likely
successors of Tallen include a local
government chairman and two
former gubernatorial hopefuls, all
from the southern zone where she
hails from.

part from the local
Agovernment chairman
who may want to play

the good boy, the two others hav-
ing been in the national assembly
and contested the governorship of
the state are also known to be inde-
pendent minded and bold enough
to say their minds.

Though their influences go
beyond their local governments,
the duo may not have shown the
capacity that could rival that of Tal-
len. But in politics, some factors
may make up for others and in the
case of the two they are known to
have connections outside the state
and are both wealthy.

Whether Jang would juggle all
these factors and prefer to give Tal-
len the boot remains to be seen, but
doing that for now appears risky.
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Constitution Amendment:
Gombe rejects 21 sections

From Aliyu M Hamagam, Gombe

GOMBE State House of Assembly has
rejected 21 sections from the first harmo-
nized 2010 constitutional amendment bill
whichwas sent to the legislature for approval.

Some ofthe areas rejected include Sec-
tion 190which empowers the Vice President/
or Deputy Governorto act on behalfoftheir
bosses, President and Governor respec-
tively, ifafter 21 working days the principals

remained absent from office.

Also rejected by the Assembly is Section
106 which makes provision for independ-
entcandidate. The legislators argued that the
alteration was made to suit only unpopular
politicians who lack party discipline and
want to win election at all costs, thereby
causing chaos in the society.

One other issue which got stiff resist-
ance from the lawmakers is the minimum
academic qualification for contesting elec-
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tion which the national assembly pegged at
diplomalevel.

A Press Release signed and made avail-
able to newsmen by the information officer
of the Gombe State House of Assembly,
Umaru Ma’aji, said the house rejected parts
of the amended constitution because the
provisions were contrary to the interest of
the generality of Nigerians, especially at the
state and local government levels.

According to the press release, “the State

G ov OrjiofAbia joins AP G A

GOVERNOR Theodore Orji of
Abia has joined the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance (APGA),
Mr Joshua Ogbonna, Special
Adviser to the governor on Print
Media, announced in Umuahia.

Obonna, who made the
announcement yesterday while
briefing newsmen on the politi-
cal future of the governor, said
that Orji had lost confidence in
the PPA which brought him to
power.

“l have the mandate of Gov-
ernor Theodore Orji to inform
you that the governor has joined
APGA because the party has
shown that it is disciplined and
focused than the rest of the par-
ties in the country,” he said.

Ogbonna added that APGA
was more progressive, hence
Orjisdecision to join the party.

He said that Orji decided to
leave PPA due to the activities
of its National Chairman Larry
Essien, who, he said, had shown
that he was not conversant with
the happenings in the state and
had summoned the governor to

explain an issue that the party
was "' not even sure of”.

Ogbonna said that chief-
tains of APGA including Chief
Odumegwu Ojukwu, Governor
Peter Obi of Anambra and the
two factional chairmen of the
party at the national level would
be in the state on Friday to for-
mally welcome the governor to
the party.

Mr Emeka Nwachukwu,
APGA state chairman, said that
the party was a better politi-
cal platform for the governor to
realise his ambition of moving
the state forward.

“APGA remains a party with
great appeal and given a conviv-
ial political atmosphere the party
will win elections in the South
East zone,” Nwachukwu said.

Nwachukwu, who is the
State Chairman of Conference
of Nigeria Political Parties, said
that the party leadership had
concluded arrangements to give
the governor a rousing welcome
and solidarity to his new party.
(NAN)

GOV Theodore Orji

..\\Ae're not aware, says PPA

ByAbdulmutallib A Abubakar

PROGRESSIVE Peoples Alliance (PPA) yester-
day said it was not aware that Abia State Governor
Theodore Orji had defected to the All Progressive
Grand Alliance (APGA) because ofdisagreements
with some party chieftains.

PPAs National Secretary Dahiru Musa Abdul-
lahi said there was no correspondence from Gov-
ernor Otjito the effectthathe was leavingthe PPA
He saidthe report”as fabricatedto compoundthe

disagreement between the party and the governor
in the state. The party scribe said Governor Orji
had begun implementing the recommendations
given to him early this week by the party in order
to restorethe confidenceofthe peoplein the PPAas
aparty and make effortto improve his relationship
with the party in the state.

Governor Orji wasreported to have sacked the
Secretaryofthe State Government Mr. MaziDona-
tus Okerie, Commissioners of Justice, works and
housing Mr. Umeh Kalu, Mr. EmmaNwabuko and
Mr. Uche Ihediwa respectively as well as Chiefof

Jigawa AC chieftains decamp to PDP

FromYusha'uAlbrahim, Dutse

CHIEFTAINS of the Action Congress includ-
ing a House of Representatives aspirant, Alhaji
Farouq Dalhatu, AC5state secretary, Alhaji Saadu
Barawa and the 27 local government chairmen of
the partyyesterdaydefected to the Peoples Demo-
craticParty (PDP).

Receiving the defectors at the state secretariat

ofthe party in Dutse, PDP chairman Alhaji Isa
Ahmad DuniyaBaHutu saidthe Action Congress
had cometothe end ofthe road in Jigawastate. He
also called on other opposition political parties in
the stateto down theirtoolsbecause PDPhastaken
overthe driversseatto take the state to the prom-
ise land. “We wantthemto join the ruling party to
movethe state forward,” he said. Alhaji IsaAhmad
told the new entrants to the PDP to “feel free in

StaffMr. Mascot Uzor Kalu.

PPANational Chairman Mr. LarryEsinhad, on
Monday, instructed GovemorQijito ensurethathe
paidtheallowancesofhisdeputyDr. Chirs Akomas
andworkers’salariesbefore August thisyearorface
the wrath ofthe party.

Esin also tasked the governor to refurbish his
rdationshipwithChairmanoftheBOT ottheparty
Chief Orji Uzor Kalu and the Deputy Governor
ChrisAkomasand allparty chieftainsin AbiaState,
complete outstanding contracts and provide sus-
tainable solution to kidnapping in the state.

the PDF’which had becometheirhome fromthe
momenttheywere received

“Youwere in the PDP before you quit for AC.
Now thatyou are back you have no problem. We
willtreatyoulikeanyotherpartymember? he said.
Addressing the gathering, the former secretary of
AC Alhaji Saad Barwa said the defectors resolved
to quit AC and return to the PDP because the rul-
ingparty isdoing itsbestto develop the state.

Legislators have considered the culture,
traditions and way of life of our.people in
adopting the constitution so as to approve
what our people want.”

Among the proposals approved by the
Gombe Assembly”are sections 69 and 66
which confer power on INEC to recall any
member found wanting aswell holding elec-
tions 121 to 150 days before the expiration of
tenure so that cases will be dispensed before
swearing in ofelected persons.

‘Northern youths
won't support

Jonathan jn 2011
FromHaIineI\/Us.a,(

THE Northernjro?,llth Assemblyhas
resolvednotto supportany moveby
President Good Luck Jonathan to
clinch the presidential seat in 2011.
The youths made fiiis known
in a statement after its meeting in
Kaduna at the weekend. The state-
ment signed by national publicity
secretary ofthe assembly, Mr Peter
Hassan, said that any move by
Jonathan to contest the 2011 elec-
tion would not augur well for the
peace and unity ofdie country. '
1 The statement said the gentle-
men agreement reachedbythe PDP
should be allowed to thrive, saying
the agreement could be reviewed
at the end of 2015. “The Northern
Youth Assembly is of the opin-
ion that ifthe rotational system of
power; between the south and the f
northisnotinthebest interestofthe
Nigeriandemocracy or Nigerians, it
couldbe reviewed in 2015. Thiswill
be in the best interest ofjustice and
fair play to all regions,” it said.

Nigeria's electoral
policies have no
problem but....

Rakiya A Muhammad, Sokoto

NIGERIA’S structural policies on
elections have no problem, it is the
implementation and those who
carry out the implementation that
have problem, Senator Ahmad Mac-
cido (PDP, Sokoto Central) has said.

Senator Maccido who stated
this in an interview in Sokoto yes-
terday, said “what isimportant is for
the stakeholders to sitdown and re-
examinewaysofimplementing poli-
ciesthat were provided by law”

Senator Maccido lauded the
appointment of Professor Attahiru
Jega as chairman of INEC, noting
thathe isknown to beaman ofprin-
cipleswho istested and trusted.

“I think he will do well because
he has the capacity? the lawmaker
said.
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Macmillan Nigeria Publishers have developed a culture that is indigenous and truly Nigerian and
yet of international standard. Today, majority shareholding of Macmillan Nigeria Publishers belong
to Nigerians,
Over the years, we have demonstrated that we are a corporate body with high sense of social "
responsibility. We sire pioneers in the

- organisation of literary events to encourage or boost cultural awareness

- donation of books to agencies and NGOs to enhance reading culture

- organisation of seminars/workshops for educational development \
In recent times, we have developed partnership models in educational development with our Batten#
campaign strategies. Our current Team SpiritProgrammes are designed to demonstrate the valued

Partnership and team work in the overall development of our childrens education. v
Aif

C h e c k t f t O u t f f f

The Team Spirit Campaign
Grand Finale holds In
designated centers across the
Federation.

Saturday, 3rd July, 2010.

Betw een

9am.-5pm.

It is a time ofappreciationfor Excellent team-spirit
performance.
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Indeed a Pacesettet



NASARAWA
STATE

School of Nursing and Midwifery complex in Lafia

School of Nursing Students’ Hostel complex Lafia,
under construction

Health personnel administering vaccination to people

Former First Lady Musa Yar'Adua, Turai inspecting the
Taimako Breast and Cervix Caner Centre Lafia during
the commissioning ceremony

Thursday, July 1,2010

3years of Glant Strides

A s transformations go, the one

engineered by Alhaji (Dr.)

Aliyu Akwe Doma, OON,
Madauchin Doma, in Nasarawa State
in the past three years has been
nothing short of breathtaking and
extra-ordinary. Within the framework
of his administration's 13-point
Agenda which aims to capture the
critical arenas of need of a people
desperately in a hurry to develop and
catch-up with the rest ofthe country,
Governor Doma has set in motion a
chain of critical reform measuresthat
have within a short period of time
literally turned around the fortunes
ofthe youngstate.

E fficient healthcare delivery
remains top of the agenda of
the Doma administration.

The state governor signaled early on
his strong desire and determination
to addressthe deplorable healthcare
delivery situation he met at
inception, through the
establishment of Healthcare
Assessment and Implementation
Advisory Committees. Followingthe
findings and recommendations of
the committees, the governor
embarked on massive construction,
rehabilitation and provision of ultra-
modern healthcare facilities/
equipment/drugs/health personnel
and the introduction of qualitative
services across the state, towards
the overall upliftment of the quality
oflife ofthe people ofthe state.

This is in addition, to the aggressive
implementation of health-based
projects under the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) of the
United Nations. By all independent

Presently, the Nasarawa

metamorphosis is all-encompassing.

The reform measures are essentially
designed to redress social

infrastructure deficits as well as
deficits in virtually all sectors;

accelerate rural development,

improve and expand the agricultural.
base of the state; and tackle head-on

the pandemic of poverty by means of
MDG-based poverty reduction

strategies.

In general, the reforms have .given
added impetus to good governance,
accountability, transparency and
efficient service delivery in the state's
public sector.

accounts, Nasarawa State is well f

ahead of the remaining 35 States of

DAILY TRUST
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the federation in the significantarea > ]

interventions,

Establishment, staffing and
equipping of six general hospitals
(tw o in each of the three senatorial
zones of the State); procurement
and distribution of Ambulances to ali
six General Hospitals in the State and
the Dathatu Araf Specialist Hospital,
tafia; staffing of the hospitals by
trained health personnel and the
implementation of CONTISS salary
structure in the State's health
institutions; establishment of 150
functional Millennium Development
Goal {MDGs) rural healthcare
facilities across the State which have
had significant impact on ante-natal
care, child mortality, immunization,
pneumonia and diarrhoea
treatment.

Taimako Breast and Cervix Cancer Centre, Lafia.
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Mammographic machine for

i . screening cancer at Taimako
Taimako Breast and Cervix Cancer Centre, Screening Centre, Lafia.

Lafta.

Laboratory for screening of cancer at the Taimako Centre

MDG Primary Healthcare clinic, sarkin Noma, Kardoko,
Kean Loca! Government Condi ¢

MO*

Health personnel with vaccines ready to administer same to beneficiaries.

A cancer screening bed at Taimako Screening Centre, Lafia

Former First Lady Turai YarAdua (right) with wife of Governor
Doma, Hajiya Rerliya Doma, during the commissioning ojf the
Taimako Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening Centre, tafia.

Her Excellency Hajiya Doma Launching
the Hand Washing Campaign to promote
Hygiene & Sanitation in Nasarawa State

A Medical Personnel attending to an eye patient.
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THE COURT COMPLEX OF THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURT,
KANO DIVISION: - BRINGING JUSTICE NEARER TO THE PEOPLE OF *

NORTH WEST GEOPOLITICAL ZONE OF NIGERIA.

The President, National Industrial Court

Hon. Justice Babatunde Adeniran Adejumo, o=

Former CJN, Justice Idris Kutigi with President NIC, Juctice
Babatunde Adejumo

Cordially Invites
i)
The Judiciary, the Legal Community, Leadership of Organised latfiur,
National and State Assemblies, and interested members of the Public to
the Commissioning of the National Industrial Court, Kano Division
Permanent CourtComplex, Kano, by His Lordship, Hon.Justice Idris Legbo*
Kutigi, GCON,the Immediate PastChiefJustice of Nigeria.

Date: Wednesday, 7thiuly,2010

Venue: The Permanent Court Complex, GP381, New Court Road,
Gyadi-Gyadi, Kano,Kano State

Time: 10.00a.m Prompt.

The Purpose built Court Complex of the Kano Division of the National
Industrial Court, isa manifestation ofthe ongoing massive infrastructural
upgrade of the Eight Divisions of the Court to provide a conducive
environment for the promotion of Industrial peace and harmony in
Nigeria.

The Court Complex is an integrated Structure housing the President's
Chambers, Judges' Chambers, Court Halls, The Chief Registrar's
Secretariat, Administration, Litigation, Personnel, Finance and Accounts
Departments,Staff Clinic with a fully equipped ambulance to attend to
emergencies; Lawyers' Bay, Library,and Foyer.

Provision is also made for the full automatipn of the Courts Systems and
Processes with the Installation of:
e« Wide Area Network (W.AN) for easy access to other divisions and
Headquarters ofthe National industrial Court.
e Court Recording Systems for electronic documentation of
proceedings ofthe Courtand Storage ofitsJudgements and Rulings.
« E-Registry that enables litigants to file Court process electronically
inany Division ofthe Court.
e E-lLibrary that provides electronic access to the Courts' Law books
andlJournals inthe library.
e V-Sat with full wireless internet facilities linking the Court to the
globalvillage.

Signed
MRS RAKIYA HAASTRUP
Chief Registrar
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Nigeria's foreign reserves
hit an all time high of $64
billion in August 2008
when the international oil
price reached a record high

of $165 per barrel

Foreign
reserves

fall to
37bn

By Idkis Ahred

THE Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) said yes-
terday that the country’ foreign reserves have
further declined to $37 billion from $38 billion
aweek ago.

The apex bank did not say the reason behind
the fall.

CBN has always maintained that the increase
or the decrease in the reserves is a function ofout-
flow and the inflow of the country’ international
transactions.

Governor Sanusi Lamido Sanusi of CBN said
at the last Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting that the balance of $38 billion in reserves
were sufficient to finance more than 17 months of
import in the country.

The reserves balanced at $43.57 billion during
the same period last year.

Nigerias foreign reserves hitan all time high of
$64 billion in August 2008 when the international
oil price reached a record high of $165 per barrel

Also yesterday, CBN sold $250 million foreign
exchange at its Wholesale Dutch Auction System
(WDAS)'to dealers.

This was about $12, 644,271 short of what
dealers demanded* for.On Monday, the same
$250 million forex was sold by the CBN out of the
$269,123,223.87 demanded by dealers.
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Banking sub-sector sustains lead

in trading activities on NSE

T he banking sub-sector on Wednesday continued its dominance over
other sub-sectors at the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE), trading 133.77
million shares valued at N1.23 billion in 3,307 deals. Activities in the

sub-sector were largely driven by the shares of First Bank where N419.14 mil-

lion was invested on 32.12 million shares in 832 deals.

The insurance sub-sector was the second most active, with 44.3 million

shares worth N43.4 million exchanged in 327 deals.

The food, beverages and tobacco sub-sector traded 33.2 million shares
valued at N694.91million in 929 deals. The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
reports that the NSE market indicators dropped by 0.11 per cent at the close of

* Wednesdaystransactions. The market capitalisation, which opened at N6.181
trillion, closed at N6.174 trillion. All-Share Index fell by 28.25 points to close at
25,384.14 from the opening index 0f25,412.39. Prices of 38 stocks appreciated-
while those of 31 others depreciated. Cadbury led the price losers, shedding
N1.42 to close at N27.17. Nigerian Breweries went down by N1.00 to close
at N63.00 while Flourmill lost 40k to close at N69. Benue Cement Company
(BCC) led the price gainers, appreciating by N3.00 to close at N63.

WAPCO gained N1.00 to close at N39.00 while CCNN also gained 70k to>
close at N17.60. Atotal 0f266.08 million shares worth N2.45 billion were traded
in 6,522 deals on Wednesday. This was against 175.33 million shares valued at

N1.60 billion exchanged in 5,914 deals on Tuesday.

CR\ EXCHANCE RATES
< 20/6/2010 ceraivon) WS B W
FAUN CFA 0.2576 0.2676 0.2776
. DANISH KRONER 21.1683 24.2502 243321 A
Al / EURO 180.0995 180.7098 181.3201
POUNDS SIKRUNC] 2224365 .  222.8<93 223.612 5
RIYAL 39.3467 30.48 30.6133
CBN SDR 217.651 218.3886 2191261 §
SWISS FRANC 135.7031 136.163 136.6228 j
US DOLLAR 14755 148.05 11855
WAUA 217.0491 217.7846 218.5201
YEN 1.6601 1.6658 16714 y

1 Bureau de Change Rates
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]-Source: S& JBureau de Change, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja.

S/African bank stresses
importance of Nigerian
market in Africa

MR Louis Zeuner, Deputy Group ChiefExecu-
tive of Absa Group, a South African bank, on
Wednesday stressed the importance of the
Nigerian market in the broader African econ-
omy.

Zeuner made the assertion in an e-mail he
sent to the News Agency of Nigeria (INTAN)
in Johannesburg. It was in respon'se to the
enquiries about the depth of the barges plans
for the Nigerian banking industry in\which it
has shown interest. There has been increasing
interest of South African banks in the Nigerian
banking industry. "\

NAN reports that Standard Bar.” \ =5
back, announced that it was eye* *
growth opportunities in the Niger Jl dig
sector through select acquisitions. .

The bank has indicated its in*Jfet in the
next round of consolidation in the sector.

First Rand had also announced its interest
in participating in the process ofconsolidating
the Nigerian banking industry.

“No one doubts the importance ofthe Nige-
rian market in the broader African economy,”
Zeuner said, hinging Absasinterest on the need
to become an active player in the market.
"ACTIVITIES in Nigeria remain a priority
for Absa, as we enhance our presence on the
continent,” he said.

STOCK MARKET INDEX

Wednesday, June 30,2010

ﬁ]dex: 2541139

Deals: 6,522

Volume: 266,081,057

Value: N 2,450,047,526.70
Cap.: N6,181,288,376,547.13
TRUST INDEX

Inflation 11%

GDP 7.23%

Budget N4.6tr

Ext. Reserves Acct $380bn

Excess Crude Acct $3.2bn
Poverty Ratio 54.4%
Monetary Policy Rate 6%

Banks 24

Qil Price $79 a barrel
Power Supply 3,759.9MW
Oil output per day 2.6mbd

Broad Money Supply N10,959,238.2m

Credit to Private Sector N10,065,975.8m

Inter-Bank Rate

Deposit Rate 7.51%

Prime Lending Rate 18,06%
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AGOA: Nigerian products
are notcompetitive in US

By Sunday Williams

THE harsh condition ofdoingbusiness in Nigeriamakes it dif-
ficult for her products to be competitive in the United States
which is one ofthe reasons why the country has not been able
to utilize the opportunity provided by the African Growth
and Opportunity Act (AGOA),a US consultant, Prof. Thomas
Andrew O’Keefe has said

He made the remarks yesterday in Abuja at AGOA inter-
active forum with the theme: “Entrepreneurship and AGOA:
Why Nigerian businesses should export to the US,” organized
by Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC).

AGOA provides duty free and quota free market prefer-
ences for about 6,400 products including apparels, footwear
and nuts among others from Sub-Saharan African countries
to the United States’markets until 2015.

Professor O ’Keefe saidthe World Bank’2010 special report
on doing business in Nigeriawas not encouraging asthe coun-
try ranks number 125out of 183.

Hesaid: “One oftheproblemsashighlighted bythe reportis
the costand time consume in registeringa company. In Nigeria
it costabout 80 petcent ofan average Nigerian annual salaryto

register a company and takes almost a month compare with
Mauritius which isvery successful in AGOA. In Mauritius, it
costs about 4 percent ofannual income ofan average worker
to registera company.”

He said with all the attendant infrastructural problems like
power, transport, delay in ports etcall added up the costofpro-
duction which makes the goods less competitive in the United
States markets.

He said as the programme comes to an end in 2015, there
isthe likelihood for the US Government to either extent it for
anotherperiod or indefinitelyor replace itwith abilateral trade
arrangement

The United states imports from Sub-Saharan Africaunder
AGOAwere $66.3 billion in2008, about29.9 percentmore than
in 2007. Out ofthe amount, US oil imports accounted for 92
percent ofthe $66.3 bilion, while non-oil imports accounted
for 7.7 percent orjust $5 billion.

Nigeriaranks 8th out ofthe 40 AGOA beneficiary countries
in 2008 exports ofagricultural products to US.

Nigerias leading AGOA non-oil products to the US
includes, sheabutter, shrimps, cahew nuts, ginger, gum Arabic,
cocoaproducts and local foods.

'States not doing well In
promotion of non-oil exports'

By Sunday Williams

STATE Committees on export promotion in the country are
not doing well to increase die contribution ofnon-oil exports
sector, the Executive Director, Nigerian Export Promotion
Council (NEPC) David I. Adulugba has said.

The State committees on export promotion was estab-
lishedthrough the NEPC Amendments Decree No.720f1979
to coordinate grassroots export activities ofthe council and
act as catalyst on non-oil export business across the nation.

Speaking in Abuja at a retreat on revitalization of state
committees on export promotion, the Executive Director
said the committees seem to have been quiet for a while now.

He said: “This situation has not assisted the council or

Nfgefia in afy Way adreyardsthe’ yearnings-for increased
contribution of non-oil export sector away from near total
dependence on oil as the major source of foreign exchange
earnings.”

Represented by the Director, Trade, Information, Planning
and Cooperation, Levi Akor, the Executive Director said the
forum will among other things proffer implementable strate-
gies that will enhance the performance ofthe non-oil sector
in the country.

In his address, the Chairman, NEPC Governing Board
Alhaji Abuba kar Ali Jatau said the forum will proffer solu-
tions to problematic issues such as inadequate funding ofthe
committees, frequent changes ofnodal officerswhich isaided
by change ofstate executives (government).

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Germany plans free
visa for Nigerian
businessmen

By Idris Ahmed

NIGERIAN businessmen would soon startenjoyingvisa-free
flyingto Germand Parchim International Airport Trade Zone,
afirm said.

Chairman ofthe Fortune Global & Shipping Limited Mr
Eric Opah said negotiations are under way with German
authorities on this arrangement. He said as soon as negotia-
tion is concluded, going to Germany would be like going to
Dubai in the United Arab Emirate.

He said Fortune Global would also procure visa for Italy,
Spain, China, Egypt, United Kingdom and alot ofother coun-
tries for Nigerian businessmen.

Chinese’s Linde International Logistics Group wholly
acquired Parchim International Airport and the affiliated 850
hectares ofland in Germany in 2007. |

Fortune Global is a member of World Freight Network
(WFN), connected to more than 600 offices, each ofwhom
has extensive knowledge oftheir local markets ahd can move
cargo from any point in the world by air or sea. /tfso, the firm
provides door-to-door services either from the airport or sea

P Iy

'‘47% of imported tyres are
sub-standard?7 f

By Sunday Williams

ABOUT 47 percent of
importations of tyres in
Nigeria by fragmented
importers are sub-standard
and low quality, Manag-
ing Director, Michelin Tyre
Service Company Limited
(MTSC), Mr. Jean-Yves Mar-
ron has said.

Inapresentation duringa
visitto the Minister ofCom-
merce in Abuja, the Man-
aging Director said the low
quality tyres pose a threat
to the safety of Nigerian tyre
users as it has contributed
to high rates ofaccidents on
Nigerian roads.

With no more local
manufacturing, importation

of tyres has become an all
comers affair with attendant
problems of “smart” Nige-
rian businessmen import-
ing low quality, low priced
products to the detrimentof
the safety ofthe usersand the
environment.

He said high import tar-
iffson imported car tyres at
20percentcustoms duty plus
20percentimportlevy isno
longerbeneficial to the over-
all economy.

“As there is no local tyre
manufacturerin the country;
the tariff protection should
be lowered from the cur-
rent 40 to 20 percent total
duty while retaining the 10
percent duty on truck tyres,”
he said.

'FG reforms have not
made impact on business’

By Sunday Williams

THE National President of
Nigerian Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry Mines and
Agriculture (NACCIMA) Dr.
Simon Okolo has saidthatthe
ongoing reforms by Federal
Government have not made
the desired impact on busi-
ness activities in the country.

He made the remarks
in Abuja when he led a del-
egation of NACCIMA on a
courtesy visit to the minister
of Commerce and Industry

ubril Martins-Kuye.

Hesaid the reformsin the
power sector have not made
any impact.

He urged the Federal
Government to stop the
Nigeria Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (NERC)

from implementing the pro-
posed new tariff until the
electricity infrastructure in
the country is revived.

Speaking, the minister
of Commerce and Industry,
Jubril Martins-Kuye urged
stakeholders in the nation’
industrial sector to be patient
with the Government while
it is taking measures to
improve the power situation
in the country.

He said: “There mightbe
error of omission and com-
mission in the past but the
present government is very
much alive on its responsibil-
ities. The thing that is most
dear to life and progress of
Nigerians is power and that
isnumber onepriority ofthis
government. We will soon
earn your commendation.
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Politicians who are farmers can't access credit
In banks - Audu Ogbe

AUDU Ogbe

Dangote Sugar's 2009
pretax profit down 35%

DANGOTE'Sugar said on
Wednesday its 2009 pre-tax
‘profit dropped 35 percent
to N19.58 billion ($132 mil-
lion), butthe firm proposeda
dividend ofN 1.00 per share.

Gross earnings at the

company rose 2 percent
to N82.39 billion in the
period, the unit of Dangote
Group, Nigeria’ top private
conglomerate, said in a fil-
ing to the Nigerian Stock
Exchange. (Reuters).

Skyebank sees
N10.36bn Q3 profit

SKYE Bank on Wednes-
day forecast a 10.36 billion
naira pre-tax profit for its
third quarter to September
on grossearnings 0fN61.94
billion.

The bank, which has
changed its financial year
to the calendar year, did not
provide comparative figures
initsfilingwith the Nigerian
Stock Exchange. (Reuters).

Oil spill: Exxonmobil,
Shell may bid for BP

From Mohammed Shosanya
with agency report

EXXON Mobil and Royal
Dutch Shell may consider
bidding for British Petro-
leum Pic after the Lon-
don-based oil company
lost more than half of its
market value in the wake
of the Gulf of Mexico oil
spill, JPMorgan Cazenove
Ltd. said. %

According to Fred
Lucas,aLondon-based ana-
lyst at JP Morgan, Exxon
Mobil has the stronger
balance sheet and proven
ability to integrate a large
transactjon.He said it could
make cash and share offer,
valuing BP at 473 pence a
share compared with yes-
terdays close of 308.25
pence, and including a
$50 billion spin-off of BPs
downstream assets.

BPs market value has
collapsed by more than

$100billion since the April
20 explosion aboard the
Deepwater Horizon drill *
ing rig that killed 11 crew
members and caused the
leak.

The company has set
aside $20 billion to pay for
Gulfrestoration and com-
pensation claims and said
yesterday the cost of bat-

‘tling the spill had reached

$2.65 billion.

Any potential attempt
to buy BP would have to be
backed by “ruthless inte-
grationr JPMorgan said,
adding that BP has many
high quality assets, includ-
ing deepwater positions
and upstream operations,
Lucas wrote under a future
possible scenario.

Sheila  Williams, a
spokeswoman for BP,
declined to comment, as
did Kim Blomley, a Lon-
don-baised spokesman for
Shell.

By Suleiman Bisalla

FORMER chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) and now a chieftain ofthe Action Congress (AC)
Audu Ogbe has said that politicians who became farm-
ers are finding it difficult to access credit to fund their
agric business.

ChiefOgbe in an interview with Daily Trust said the
banks claimed that they were working on instruction
from the Central Bank of Nigeria not to honour any
application from politicians who are farmers.

“The most ridiculous was the Agric Credit Scheme;
the N200 billion where a bank told me that there was
an instruction from the CBN that persons with politi-
cal exposure -they call us politically exposed persons
- were not qualified to get abank loan. | wrote a letter
to the CBN governor and he denied giving any such
instruction. But we still cannot access credits. We do
have the land to farm. | have been in farming since
childhood,” he said.

The new generation Hyundai LCD/LED TVs

lei you see the work! in briant, natural colours.
Enjoy crisp & detailed pictures. Fall in love with
blur-free and superior sound technology.

Now available in your tity.
For info tail 08063636094,07028950404

He said it is also difficult for investors of north-
ern extraction to secure loan from the banks, despite
collateral, adding that there is serious poverty in the
Northern part of Nigeria.

“I can tell you it is becoming increasingly difficult
for us to access bank credits no matter the security we
have. 1 dont know whether this is deliberate. Many of
us of northern extraction have sat down recently and
each has shared his experience. £Jo matter the secu-
rity you have, there is always a reason why you don’t
qualify,” he said.

He expressed worry that in the area ofindustry, ‘the.
entire northern industries have closed down’, ’

He said: “Most of the northern states cannot boast
of one factory or two. That can’t be for too long. If we
dont deal with the economy and our population is ris-
ing faster than the south... by 2050 Nigeria’s population
will be 300 million, going by current statistics. We will
overtake Indonesia and become the third most popu-
lous country in the world. That is threatening*

acxmMIm
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Business/Aviation
NAMA completes final
phase of radar project

From Nahimah Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos '

NIGERIAN Airspace Management, Agency
(NAMA) has announced the completion of the
multi-billion naira new radar project for the entire
country under the Total Radar Coverage of Nigeria
(TRACON) initiative.

The new surveillance system which Was con-
ceived seven years ago by the federal government to
enhance air traffic safety in the aviation industry, has
nine locations with major stations in Lagos, Abuja,
Port Harcourt and Kano.

Accordingthe General Manager ofPublic Affairs
of NAMA, Mr. Supo Atobatele, radar heads at these
stations ase co-fixed with both Primary and Second-
ary surveillance system having arange of65 and 256
nautical miles respectively.

He explained that the radar project has five relay
stations located in Ilorin , Maiduguri , Obubra,
Numan and Talata-Mafara with optimization ofthe

last two stations by foreign engineers commencing
this week.

Atobatele stated that Lagos, Abuja and Porthar-
court airports had been on operation since last year
while Kano Came on stream recently to boost the
nations surveillance system.

The backbone of this project he disclosed is a
VSAT network that connects the various radar sites
which allows the two Area Control Centres [ACCs]
in Lagos and Kano to receive radar inputs from the
secondary radar sites.

He hinted that the managing director of the
Agency, Alhaji Ibrahim Auyo is elated by this devel-
opment, saying that the new surveillance would
definitely improve the air traffic management ofthe
nations airspace.

NAMAS Director of Engineering Services, Mazi
Nnamdi Udoh remarked that “the joy isthat a 35 year
oldtechnology has been replaced with a state -of-the
-arttechnology”

Trust Weather Forecast

SIN CITIES

1 SOKOTO

2 KATSINA

3 NGURU

4 KANO

5 POTKUM

6 MAIDUGURU
7 YELWA

8 KADUNA
9 BAUCHI

10 GOMBE

1 JALINGO
12 YOLA

13 ABUJA

14 Jos

15 MINNA

16 MAKURDI
17 LOKOJA

18 ILORIN

19 M/PLATEAU
20 OGOJA

21 OBUDU

22 IKOM

23 ENUGU

24 ASABA

25 BENIN

26 IBADAN

27 ABEOKUTA
28 SHAKI

29 OSHOGBO
30 AKURE

31 LAGOS

32 ' WARRI

33 YENAQOA
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37 CALABAR
38 ABAKALIKI
39 ADO EKITI
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4 DUTSE
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43 GUSAU

44 LAFIA

45 ONITSHA
46 UMUAHIA
47 ZARIA
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Flight schedule (local)

LAGOS - ABUJA (MONDAY-FRIDAY)

AIRLINE DEPARTURE
1. Aero 06.50
2. Associated 07.00
3. Nigerian Eagle 07.00
4. IRS 07.00
5. Dana 07.02
6. Arik 07.15
7. Air Nigeria 08.15
8. Dana 08.10
9. Aero 08.45
10. Arik 09.15
11.IRS 11.15
12. Dana 12.06
13. Aero 12.20
14. Arik 13.45
15. IRS 14.00
16. Aero 14.10
17. Nigerian Eagle 14.50
18. Dana 15.30
19. Arik 15.50
20. Aero 16.00
21.IRS 16.30
22. Arik 16.50
23. Dana 17.10
24. Air Nigeria 17.35
”25. Air Nigeria (T/TH) 18.30
26. Arik 18.45
27. Aero 19.20
ABUIJA-LAGOS
1. Aero 07.00
2. Dana 07.02
3. Arik 07.15
4. Air Nigeria 09.05
5. Dana 09.36
6. Arik 09.45
7. Air Nigeria 10.20
8. Arik 10.20
9. Aero 10.50
10. Nigerian Eagle 11.20 ,
11. Aero 11.55
12. Arik 12.00
13. Air Nigeria 12.35
14. Dana 13.05
15. Aero 14.25
16. Dana 14.40
17. Arik 14.40
18. Air Nigeria 15.30
19. Arik 15.35
20. Arik 17.30
21. Dana 17.40
22. Aero 17.50
23 Arik 18,10
24. Aero 18.20
25. Air Nigeria 19.40
26. Aero 19.45
27. Air Nigeria 20.35

REGIONAL FLIGHTS
LAGOS-ACCRA
08.00; 17.00; 22.45
07.25; 17.10
08.00; 17.00
LAGOS-ABIDJAN
Air Nigeria (M/W/F) 18.25
LAGOS-BANJUL
Air Nigeria (TH/SUN) 21.45
LAGOS-COTONOU
Air Nigeria (M/W/F) 18.25
LAGOS-DAKAR
Air Nigeria (M/W/F) 22.45
LAGOS-DOUALA
08.30; 12.00
LAGOS-LIBREVILLE
Air Nigeria (M/T/W/F) 08.30; 12.00
LAGOS-MONROVIA
Air Nigeria (T/TH/Sat) 07.30

Air Nigeria (Daily)
Aero (Daily)
Arik (Daily)

Air Nigeria (Daily)

ARRIVAL

08.10
., 09.30
08.20
08.20
08.22
0&15
09.35
09.20
10.05
10.15
12.35
12.26
13.30
14.45
"15.20
15.30
A6.10
16.50
£6.50
17.20
. 1]7.50
©17.50
18.30
N
A" 923
19.45
20.40 m

08*15
08.22
08.15
10.15
10-.50
10.45
11.35
11.20
12.05
12.35
13.10
13.00
13.50
14.25
15.25
16.00
15.40
16.45
16.35
18.30
18.00
19.05
19.10
19.35
20.55
21.00
21.50

LAGOS - FREETOWN/BANJUL/DAKAR

Arik(M/W/F/SUN) 08.00
LAGOS - JOHANESSBURG
Arik 11.15
LAGOS-LONDON
Arik (Daily) 11.35
LAGOS-NEW YORK
Arik(T/TH/SUN) 23.20
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

COMPANY Name NoofDeals Quot(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares (N) UNION DIAG&QJN.SERV.PLC 22 0.64 4,253,000 2,559,440.00
2ND-TIER SECURITIES
AQSWITCH PLC 1 1.90 2,000 3,620.00 HOTEL&TOURISM
SECTORTOTAI 5 CAPITAL HOTEL PLC 2 3.07 2,00C 5,840.00
AGRICULTURE IKEJA HOTEL PLC nl8 1.72 396,505  688,714.80
FTN COCOA PROCES.PLC 14 0.70 658,000 469.498.00 wm
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 13 0.73 198,850 142.130.00 IND/DOMESTIC PROD.
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC 1 6.21 1,000 5,900.00 FIRSTALUMINIUM NIG.PLC 7 0.50 217,50C 108,750.00
PRESCO PLC 8 5.50 73,309 421,805.63 VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 17 6.60 214,086 1,433,578.40
VONO PRODUCTS PLC 8 0.50 44,000 22,000.00
AIR SERVICES
AIRL/SERVICES &LOG. PLC 18 2.85 418,350 1,155,815.50 INF. & COMM. TECHNOL.
NIG. AV. HAND. COY PLC 143 10.95 655,083 7,214,661.10 CHAMS PLC 35 0.57 1,705,073  945,136.95
STARCOMMS PLC 19 2.22 16,809,059 39,417,623.93
AUTOMOBILE&TYRE
DN TYRE & RUBBER PLC 2 0.50 188,992 94,496.0( INSURANCE
R.T. BRISCOE (NIG.) PLC 33 4.15 708,762 2,941,278.97 AFRIC/ALLIANCE INS.PLC 2 0.50 5,003,000 2,501,500.00-
AIICO INSURANCE PLC 98 1.28 5,000,054 6,202,728.38
BANKING CONTINENTAL REINS. PLC 12 1.15 608,766  700,090.90
ACCESS BANK PLC 185 8.10 6,176,377 50,018,273.79 CORNERSTONE INS.CO.PLC 2 0.66 46,500 29.295.00
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC 39 1.96 1,452,481 2,805,781.77 CUST.& ALLIED INSUR.PLC 20 3.50 4,745,250 ]6,445,792.50
DIAMOND BANK PLC 45 7.55 978,889 7,364,105.81 EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 238,000  119,000.00
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC 50 4.70. 2,840,478 13,415,841.11 GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 15 0.65 13,042,50' 8,459,014.65
FIRSTCITY MON. BANKPLC 115 8.30 5,382,582 43,827,841.63 GUAR.TRUST ASSUR. PLC 16 2.14 369,650  799.446.50
FIDELITY BANK PLC 127 2.67 8,950,196 22,666,231.14 GUINEA INSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 465.500  232.750.00
FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC 832 13.17 32,116,922  419,138,854.57 CONS.HALLMARK INS. PLC 3 0.50 240,200  120.100.00
FINBANKPLC 25 0.52 5,508,995 2,966,167.40 INT.ENERGY INS.COY PLC 27 0.51 6,746,966 3,385,532.36
GTBANKPLC 525 16.65 11,086,387 184,696,212.1f LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 10 0.50 468,252  234,126.00
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC 57 10.07 1,369,304 13,778,275.54 LAW UNION &ROCK INS.PLC 15 0.58 464,213  253,821.28
INTERCONT. BANK PLC 67 1.53 984,315 1,520,405.42 LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 36.500 18.250.00
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC 73 1.65 1,547,331 2,514,991.88 MUTUAL BEN. ASSUR.PLC 7 0.50 142,100 71,050'.00
BANKPHBPLC 84 1.33 4,846,385 6,719,724.48 N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC 26 0.53 1,945,474 1,032,267:62
SKYE BANK PLC. 136 8.05 15,088,953 121,824,395.87 NIGER INSURANCE CO.PLC 7 0.83 130,268  108,322|44
SPRING BANK PLC 8 0.63 296,209 189,620.51 OASIS INSURANCE PLC 1 0.59 354,950  209.420.50
STERLING BANK PLC 66 1.83 5,123,165 9,318,507.61 PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC 7 3.44 26,400 90,153.b0
UNT. BANK FOR AFR. PLC 308 10.78 18,704,550  199,300,106.25 REG.ALLIANCE INS.COYPLC 2 0.50 3,880 1,9j40.u0
UNION BANK OF NIG.PLC 152 4.98 1,937,979 9,668,721.26 SOVEREIGN TRUSTINS.PLC 3 0.50 1,099,569  549/84:50
UNITYBANK PLC 7 1.11 148,753 165,115.83 STACOINSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 166,780 837390.00
WEMA BANK PLC 38 0.99 873,488 864,036.69 STAND. ALLIANCE INS. PLC 7 0.50 317,363  158.681.50
ZENITH BANK PLC 368 13.80 8,353,199 115,918,376.08 UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 20 0.53 1,878,004  998,569.39
recordof UNIVERSAL INSUR.COYPLC 3 0.50 91,700 45.850.00
BUILDING MATERIALS dividend | INTERCONT.WAPIC INS.PLC 12 0.79 683,094  535,344.26
\USHAKA CEMENT PLC 71 19.50 5,476,915 106,387,968.62 b 7 o
BENUE CEMENTCOYPLC 28 63.00 340,127 21,273,888.81 paym ent MARITIME
CEMENTCO.OF N/NIG.PLC 30 17.60 305,427 5,319,038.85 JAP/OIL & MARIT. SERV. PLC 81 152 1,728,150 2,650,443.98
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 25 39.00 281,588 10,975,838.50 SECTOR
MEDIA
CHEMICAL & PAINTS AFROMEDIAPLC 6 0.61 400,000  244,000.00
BERGER PAINTS NIG. PLC 5.72 39,506 221.972.82 DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC 13 0.79 118,827 94,864.68
CHEM SALLIED PROD. PLC 30.00 3,983 119.975.83 y r-nDSs
I.P.W.A. PLC 1.09 3,700 38480C MORTGAGE COMPANIES
the ASO SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 4 0.50 54,280 27,140.00
CONGLOMERATES common RES. SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 11 0.50 2,000,100 1,000,050.00
A.G.LEVENTIS (NIG.) PLC 7 3.98 238.000 947,240.00 UN/HOMES SAV&LOANS PLC 29 0.64 1,906,869 1,222*207.16
PZ CUSSONS NIG. PLC 44 30.00 219,595 6,604.665.28 SIOCK.
SCOA NIGERIA PLC 1 8.71 194 1,606.32 OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
TRANS. CORP. OF NIG. PLC 10 0.50 1.942.000 971,000.00 CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC 16 0.60 684,223  410,533.80
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC 72 41.50 762,979 31,706,348.31 Good? com ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 3 0.76 5,100 3,723.00
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 105 23.56 414,555 9,765,817.21
SECTGRTGTALS PACKAGING
CONSTRUCTION NIG. BAG MAN. COY PLC 336 2.55 2,235,845 5,758,263.59
COSTAIN (WA) PLC 28 7.58 980,007 7,399,446.63 NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 3 4.67 6,607 30,617.33
JULIUS BERGER NIG. PLC n 55.00 49,048 2,599,544.00 SECTORTOTALS
M/VERSE RESOURCES PLC 4 0.50 93,485 46,742.50 PETROLEUM (MARKETING
SECTORTOTALS AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC 52 36.58 179,070 6,391,909.13
ENGINEER. TECHNOLOGY BECO PETR. PROD. PLC n 101 369,767  378,714.67
CUTIX PLC 9 3.61 MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC 8 91.35 11,999 1,047,474.21
NIGER.WIRE & CABLE PLC 10 0.76 CONOIL PLC 18 54.00 44572 2,288,214.52
SECTORTOTALS ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC 18 7.20 137,105  984,287.55
FOOD/BEVERAGES &TOB. MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC 16 174.6P 18,566 3,081,559.04
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC 13 47.00 185,690 8,632,074.55 OANDO PLC 105 75.00 519,676 39,000,296.58
BIG TREAT PLC 12 0.76 243,392 179,578.16 TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 12 253.91 15,289 3,743,500.00
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 92 27.17 1,139,627 31,153,837.08
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLSPLC 302 20.55 3,593,208 74,047,224.15 PRINTING &PUBLISHING
DANGOTE SUGAR REF. PLC 312 20.30 26,255,023  533,306,322.71 LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 93,25 613,340.21
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC 58 69.00 394,531 27,145,558.62 UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 175,88( 1,181,913.60
HON/WELL FLOUR MILLPLC 32 7.65 214,749 1,682,199.09
NAT.SALTCOY NIGERIA PLC 49 7.55 847,060 6,564,778.59
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC 17 30.00 34,854 1,020,710.25 13,707,050.00
NESTLE NHGERIA PLC 23 360.00 30,604 10,783,453.60
N/NIGERIA FLOUR MILLSPLC T 33.58 3.000 95.730.00
TANTALIZERS PLC * 17 0.87 298,138 57,673.17 122,423.40
UNION DICON SALT PLC 1 4.44 10.000 42.200.00
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC 2 1.60 4,920 7,478.40
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 21 311 433,690 1,219,792.00
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG. PLC 19 28.08 49,726 1,:97,391.42
MAY& BAKER NIGERIA PLC 19 5.84 294,540 1,f26,392.00
NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PLC 3 2.53 14,900 35,909.00
BCC 3.00 CADBURY 1.42
GAINERS WAPCO 1.00 LOSERS NB 100
CCNN 0.70 FLOURMILL 0.40
ASHAKACEM 0,60 HONYFLOUR 0.40
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GUIDELINES FOR GRANTING LIQUID ASSET STATUS TO STATE
GOVERNMENT BONDS

1.0 INTRODUCTION

State governments as agents of development arc saddled with responsibilities that are sometimes bcyond-thcir
resources, given theJevel of economic development in the country. The recourse to the capital marketto fund
projects, especially of long gestation periods, should therefore be encouraged as this will not only improve the
socio-economic Wellfbeing ofthe people but also deepen the capital market.

It is believed that conferring liquidity status on state government bonds would promote investments in-these
securities, encourage the regular issuance ofthe bonds by state governments, stimulate primary and secondary
market activities and facilitate the development ofthe Nigcrian capital market. \
. .
It is in lightofthe foregoing that the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), on March 2,2010, decided to confer liquid
asset status on eligible state government bonds in accordance with the CBN Act (2007). The CBN hereby
issues the followingGuidelinestooperationalizethedecision. Jf|J
2.0 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
2.1 Enabling Legislation
The issuance of bonds shall be backed by a law enacted by the State Assembly, specifying that a Sinking Fund
fully funded from the consolidated revenue fund account ofthe issuer be established. .
2.2 Fiscal Responsibility Law
The state government shall have in place a fiscal responsibility law, with adequate prowsmns for public debt
management, inorder to enhance investors' confidence inthe issuer.

2.3 Credit Rating
The state government shall have a credit rating at inception and throughout the tenor ofthe bonds. The credit
rating shall be determined by a rating agency registered or recognized by the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SBC).

2.4 Utilization of Proceeds
The proceeds ofthe bond issue shall be strictly disbursed to the projects they were meant for ancf execution
shall be monitored by the SEC. Inaddition, for outstanding bonds, aSEC confirmation shall be required.

2.5 Irrevocable Standing Payment Order (ISPO)
The issuer shall provide an ISPO which shall be payable out of the Statutory Allocation of the state
Government and shall be deductible at source. The ISPO shall be approved by the State Assembly.

2.6 Sinking Fund
The issuer shall maintain a fully-funded Sinking Fund to be managed by a Trustee registered by the SEC.

2.7 State Debt Management Departments
The State Government shall establish a debt management department in order to enhance transparency and the
professional managementofdebt issues.

2.8 TenorofBonds
The state government bonds shall be limited to aminimum maturity ofseven years in orderto be considered for
liquid asset status.
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2.9 Other Requirements
The state govemment bonds shall comply with all the relevant provisions ofthe Investmentand Securities Act
(ISA2007) includingamendments thereto as well as SEC’s rules as may be prescribed from time to time.

3.0 REPURCHASE TRANSACTIONS

3.1 State government bonds which meet the criteria for liquid asset status shall be eligible for repurchase or
“repo” transactions and the CBN shall open an account with the Central Securities Clearing System (CSCS)
Limited to warehouse the securities.

3.2 The collateral provided by counterparties towards the repo shall have a “haircut” applied. This haircut
reflects the underlying risk ofthe collateral.

4.0 RISKWEIGHTS FOR CAPITALADEQUACY RATIO

4.1 Forthepurpose of computing the capital adequacy ratios ofbanks and discount houses, state government
bonds with liquid asset status shall be assigned a weight of 20 percent or as may be prescribed by the CBN
from time to time.

5.0 INVESTMENT LIMIT
5.1 Banks shall not invest more than ten percent of shareholders' funds in bonds issued by a single state
govemment. »

5.2 In order to be eligible for liquidity ratio determination, the value of state government bonds in a bank's" |
portfolio shall not exceed fifty percent ofthe value ofthe bank's investmentinFGN securities.

6.0 CEILING ON LENDING TO SUB-NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS

6.1 State govemment bonds granted liquid asset status shall not be included in the computation of the 10
percent ceiling on lending to all tiers of government as specified in the CBN* Circular reference
BSD/D1R/GEN/CIR/03/011dated June 26,2009.

7.0 APPLICATION PROCEDUREAND OTHER MATTERS
7.1 These guidelines shall apply to both previously issued state govemment bonds and new issues of state
govemment bonds.

7.2 State governments seeking liquid asset status for their bonds shall apply tothe Director, Financial Policy
and Regulation Department, Central Bank ofNigeria, Abuja, through their financial advisers.

7.3 The CBN shall regularly publish, on its web site, state govemment bonds that qualify for liquid asset
status.

f

8.0 REVIEW OFTHE GUIDELINES
These guidelines shall be reviewed frotm timeto time.

Glossary of Terms

1 Bond- Adebtinstrument with a maturity greater than one year.

2. lIrrevocable Standing Payment Order (ISPO) - A written mandate given by the issuer (State
govemment) of a bond to the Accountant General of the Federation (AGF) authorizing the AGF to
deduct, atsource, predetermined sums of money from the statutory allocation ofthe issuer.

Issue date- T he date on which abond is issued.

Maturity date- The date on whicha bond becomes due and payable.

Primary Market- The market for new issues of debt instruments.

Secondary Market-The market where previously issued instruments are traded.

Sinking Fund - A fund into which an issuer sets aside money over time, in order to retire its debt
instruments.

No gk w

Signed:
Management



Thursday, July 1,2010

Lead poisoning: FG warned
Zamfara 10 times

THE State Govemment and the
Police were aware ofthe illegal min-
ing activities no doubt Due to typi-
calNigerian elitism theywereeither
‘unconcerned” or even set up their
own minestobenefitfrom the booty.
Itisalsodistinctlypossiblethat many
may not be aware ofthe severe dan-
gers of exposure to lead which is
used for processing gold ore!

Instead ofdenialsand refutations,
the State Government, The Federal
Ministry of Mining and the Police
should join hands to enlighten the
people of the dangers of lead and
setup afunctional patrolto monitor
the activitiesand providethe correct
working tools for the growing gold
mining industry.

Muhammad Nalya

naiyamd@yahoo.com

ADAMU Sani Katuru, Director of
Press to the Zamfara state gover-
nor, you said “before the poison-
ing incident, the ministry was not
even aware that lead deposits exist
in Zamfara state”. Meanwhile dur-

Police turn back
Gadi from office

THE Police should respectthe law
and shouldnotinterveneinapoliti-
calissuein the name ofmaintaining
peace. Gadi isthe Deputy Governor
of Bauchi state and noone else.
Sulaiman Usman
§gidandabino@yahoo.com

WHO is this Commissioner of
Policetellingthisto? Doeshe under-
stand what the law said about this
case? How can he order police pro-
tection for the reinstated Deputy
Governor and the same time stop
him from assuming duty the next
day? Why did he not wait for the
same IGsdirective before assigning
those officers to protect him? Gadi
isnotacontender; he isthe real and
authentic Deputy Governor for now
as reinstated by a Court oflaw and
until otherwise, the Police should
give him all the needed protection
and escort. When are Nigerians
going to wake-up and change from
this culture ofabuse of due process
andrule oflaw? Mustwe implement
the law only when it suits our and
our masters’interests?
YusufDingyadi
dingyadimedia@yahoo.com

GOV Aliyu Shinkafi

ing this year’ budget presentation
in January, Governor Mahmud
Aliyu Shinkafi stated that there

were over 10,000 illegal miners in
the state and with the establishment
ofa Solid Minerals Processing Fac-

tory - then under construction - the
state govemment would incorpo-
rate the informal miners into the
process of supplying the factory
with raw materials. Remember, this
incident occurred in June. Why are
you contradicting the statement
of His Excellency, the Governor?
Wouldnt it be easy for the state and
the state police command to admit
to their negligence and tender their
unreserved apology to the Federal
Ministry of Mines, Zamfara state
citizens and Nigerians at large?
Nasiru Abdulmalik
nasiruabdul75@yahoo.com

THIS is not surprising because |
am very sure that top govemment
officials benefit from the illegal
mining. Ifnot why didnt the state
govemment take any action? Over
10 warnings but yet the state gov-
emment was not willing to protect
the lives and the properties of its
citizens.

Kabir Ibrahim Gusau

ahlulzikri@yahoo.com

Policeman to hang overJos crisis

ONCE again, another plus for
our judiciary. However, why is it
that it is only the common man
that is always convicted? What is
happening to all the people who
keep stealing Nigerian money in
billions? Are they above the law?
Letjustice be seen to be done on
every person irrespective of sta-
tus.

Philip

gomerep22@yahoo.com

LET him hang! That vindicates
Aljazeera’s story showing how
Police lined up some innocent
kids and shot them. Let the peo-
ple ofJos also know that some of
these atrocities are not exactly
a Muslim/ Christian affair, but
also trigger happy law enforce-
ment agents sent to control the

situation.

Malik

eyekandi25@hotmail.com
THAT isagood example to those
policemen who Kill people unlaw-
fully.

Usman Banash

ousmanys@yahoo.com
THAT is beautiful. Gradually all
those involved will be punished.
It seems now that Nigeria is tak-
ing going down a new direction.
Look atwhat happened with Bello
Lafiaji, Bode Geoge, Aminu Dabo
and co. Our Judiciary is doing a
wonderful job. Now we are wait-
ing to hear another ruling con-
cerning more ofthose who have
looted our treasury.

Kabir Ibrahim Gusau

ahlulzikri@yahoo.com
I am amazed that this is happen-

ing in Nigeria. Why is it that
justice is only me'ted in Nigeria
ifyou are poor and do not have
anybody highly placed? This is
not fair. Is he the only who has
killed before? What about all
the rest?

SilasNahum Njanah

silasnahum007 @yahoo.co.uk
THE judgment is fair and will
save as adeterrentto others and
armed robbers. Please, the judi-
ciary should note that they are
the only hope for the common
man. Their judgment should
be extended to all citizens irre-
spective oftheir status.

May he repent of the sin he
has committed before the exe-
cution takes place.

S. K. KaziJnr.

skyrigwogyou@yahoo.com

Nwodo: Those scared of Jega not wanted in PDP

PLEASE my chairmanthatiswhat
we want PDP has been called
many names because of people
in that category - and they are
many in our great party. | pray
you have the political will to do
this because Nigerians are seeing
PDP as a failure because we have

elected people of no pedigree, no
reputation and no names to pro-
tect. We pray that God will give
you the wisdom to actualize this
good reform. God bless PDP and
Nigeria.

Chimaobi Kanu

mematechltd@ hotmail.co.uk

WE want to see you put your
sayings into action. As an elder
statesman, we all count on you to
support Prof. Jega and his sub-
ordinates.
Egiayaya, Bala A M
egeeyayaadee@yahoo.com

Ministers turn us to protocol officers, Okojie says

IT is pathetic to hear the lamen-
tation ofthe erudite Professor on
the pages of a newspaper. If the
Professor has the audacity to air
his grudge on how they are being
treated by their bosses, he need

notwait foran occasion to explain
itas his reason for going late to an
event. All he needs to do is to say
itto face ofhis ‘boss’and go about
his ‘primary duties’ Simple.
Abdulfattah Muhammad

abdulfattahmuhammad@
yahgg.com
Why don't you resign then?

Hameed Mohammad
drhameed2001 @yahoo.com
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Opposition MPs
reject N1obn
for Nigeria @50

WHAT is there in Nigeria to cel-
ebrate? What have we achieved
that they are planning to celebrate?
Shouldnt they, |nstead of celebrat-
ing, even come out and apologize
to us for failing to perform their
duty for the past 50 years? But now
N10 bn isgoing to be spent on cel-
ebratingwhatwasnt even achieved
People are dying because ofhunger,
poverty, insecurity, bad educational
system, corruptjtm and many more.
Human misery isnow part ofNige-
rians. Mr. President you need to
think again ifyou really need our
votesin 2011.

Auwal Sagir 1

asmsycool@yahoo.com

THIS is not an issue that has to
be referred to any committee, Mr
Speaker. | always agree with the
saying that ‘democracy is the gov-
emmentofthe peoplebythepeople
and forthe people”’Nigerians do not
want this spending. Whywontyou
guysputastopto it?

Nasiru Abdulmalik

nasiruabdul75@yahoo.com

MINORITY Leader Mohammed
AliNdume, youarereallyrepresent-
ing the masses. Why should $iey
contemplate spending N10 billion
onacelebration? The Nigeriansthat
you representare not happy and we
owe you a duty to voice our unhap-
pinessoutonthe floor ofthe House.”
Kabir Ibrahim Gusau
ahlulziliri@yahoo.com

Court stops DNA
tests on Pfizer Trovan
victims

IT looks like Nigerian lawyers are
at it again The US court’ decision
illustrates the feet that “large phar-
maceutical companies” conducts
trials of new drugs outside the US
basicallyto escape fromthe stringent
conditions applicable on US citizens.
This is particularly with regards to
INFORMED CONSENT. Unfortu-
nately in Nigeria, no proper records
oftheseactivitieswerekept, hencethe
present quagmire ofthe Pfizer Tro-
van Victims identification. Typically,
some unscrupulouspeopleseemhell
bent on receiving the compensation
largess come what may. The Courts
had better seriously study this issue
before depriving the innocent (usu-
allyweak) victims oftheir dues.
Muhammad Nalya
naiyamd@yahoo.com
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Thinking aloud, IBB

If in the unlikely event that you
are declared winner of the 2010
presidential election, and the
result annulled, how would you
react?

ABDULLAHI Safio, Potiskum,
Yobe State, +2347069685274

Jonathan's 9-month power plan
We hope this plan has not pro-
vided for any apology by the
president.

MUSA fibrin, Katsina,
+2347064888911

Ex-leaders on the scale

Those who say that past Nigerian
leaders, especially from the north,
have done nothing and had been
only opportunists looking for
juicy appointments to accumu-
late wealth at the expense oftheir
people, are not being realistic. If
they too are given the chance to
lead, they would certainly not do
afraction ofwhatthe former lead-
ers have done. +2348020635765

Keeping up wifti the Joneses
MHER FiBR AHTONG fke HHEANER
are banning their officials from
luxury expenses, our own poor
Nigeria is planning to spend N10
billion to celebrate independence
anniversary. How preposterous!
AM Bature, FCT,
+2348099374243

Hardly surprising

The reason Ministers in this coun-
try regard heads of Parastatals and
Director-Generals asmere proto-
col officers is because all appoint-
ments into such offices are not
done on merit. They were as a
result of intense lobbying. Those
who make the complaint should
quit if they cannot ‘roam about
with the ministers too much’ Bar.
Isa, Bauchi, +2348069652965

Whenrich na-

tions like France
are banning their
officials from luxury
expenses, our own
poor Nigeria is plan-
ning to spend N10
biion to celebrate
independence an-
niversary

od] le

That the Kenyan PM was admit-
ted in a Nairobi hospital for
surgical operation in the brain
made me envy the Kenyans. In
my dear country Nigeria, even a
LG Chairman suffering a minor
ailment would rush abroad, at

government expense.
+2348075848190

Curious

Why is Daily Trustnot featured in
the daily FRCN review ofnational
newspaper headlines?

A. A. Yakubu, Lagos,
+2348065072131

Quote me

If Mohammed had done a thor-
ough research on the HND/BSc
dichotomy issue, he would have
found that most HND holders
are better than their BSc-holding
counterparts in many respects
and by so many standards. He cer-
tainly doesn’t appear to have any-
thing better to say on the matter.
JOE Inyali, Abuja,
+2347035979626

Re: No alternative to zoning

| disagree with Mr Audu Ogbe,
and wish to assure him that there
is indeed an alternative, although
not the type that made him a one
time chairman of the Peoples
Democratic Party. Credible par-
ties, credible politicians, credible
elections, crediblejudiciary, cred-
ible police force, credible press,
upright government officials,
and vigilant and patriotic elector-
ate; these are the elements ofwhat
constitute alternative to zoning.

YA'US.Darazo, +2348033114799
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OPINION
A few months ago

when Mr. Kevin I ang

Pam returned - .

from his “exploits’ AI b
at the reality show called I I
Big Brother Africa, he was
received as an honoured idangalibi@dailytrust.com;
guest ofthe presidentsin the 08036938729
Aso Rock Presidential Villa.
Pam has since become a celebrity and a Nigerian pop idol.
A few years back when another young Nigerian Bayo Okoh
won in the same competition, he visited President Obasanjo
who promptly declared him a Nigerian hero. | do not know
what feat a competitor achieves in Big Brother Africa to be
declared winner and for him to then be hailed as a national
hero.

I am not at all ashamed to declare that | am aman ofthe
Old School. When something new comes on the scene, |
am always wary ofembracing it and when I warm up to it, |
will do so with the tentativeness with which a young woman
responds to the entreaties of a persistent new suitor. In fact |
embrace new things without any much gusto until I am
vinced beyond doubt that itisvery good for me. And sowhen
Big Brother Africa reality show intruded on our national
consciousness and there was the huge craze in town over it,
I had to rely on TV addicts to tell me what it~as all about.

When I was told all about what the “housemates” do, how
there is a “shower hour” in which the housemates bathe in
their birthday suits for the watching, lustful admiration of
millions ofviewers, the moral side of me convinced me that
that was not the kind of show that me a child,of the Living
God should waste my time to watch. How cat I, the Right
Honourable Mr. Idang Alibi, God’s own child,jwatch a pro-
gramme that s likely to corrupt my moralsJtwtake away my
valuable sleeping hours? God forbid.

Imagine my surprise then when a Nigerian who is
declared winner in such a competition is received in audi-
ence by the President of my country and declared a national
hero. | also heard that a young man from Botswana who
won last year’s game, perhaps, as part of the game, fingered,
or to put it more euphemistically, touched ayoung Nigerian
girl in a part of the body considered in all civilised cultures
as sacred and sensitive. And this was done in full view of
the whole world! So this is the stuff ofwhich winners of Big
Brother Africa are supposed to be made? Toi be audacious,
un-African and adopt the devil- may- care attitude? Ahd
then atthe end ofitall, they are hailed as heroes? What h£ro?

B ig Brother has been on for some years now and to
date, no one has succeeded in telling some of us what
really isdone in that ‘House. The housemates are never

required to do anything imaginative, creative, innovative or

soul-lifting; nothing that will add significant value to their
nation of origin or to the African continent or to human-
ity as a whole. They just sit there in that house and speak**
and act like poor caricatures of White children. The kindof
music they sing is un-African. The values they promote in
that ‘House’ is un-African. And then they become heroes.

Just like that. Isthat the kind ofactivity that produces heroes?

Are they heroes because they promote Western, American

values?

Byhonouring the likes of Bayoand Kevin as heroes what
are our presidents telling other Nigerian youth? That the way
to glory isthrough pop culture? Thatyou do not need to do
anything positive or productive to become a hero? That all
what you need to do isto just get into the public eye through
all devices and you become a hero?

What attributes of heroism does the Big Brother Africa
competition seekto bring out ofthose who takfe part in it? Is it
extreme courage, selflessness, perseverance, resourcefulness,
ingenuity or nobility? If you win Big Brother Africa com-
petition is that a scholastic or vocational achievement? Do
you offer any scientific or technological breakthrough that
will bring better life to the people of say Nigeria and Africa?

Every society reserves the right to define who should be
its heroes. In the Western world, they have conquered many
diseases which still kill hundreds of thousands in Africa.
They have overcome development challenges which we here
are still grappling with. Food is no longer a challenge to them
as it is to us in most of Africa. They take for granted some
socio-economic amenities which are a luxury to us here. For
them they wantthings that can help give them diversion from
the tedium of over enjoyment. In such societies any mean-
ingless idea such as assembling young men and women to
stay in sexually charged atmosphere to view them like ani-
mals in azoo such asthe Big Brother Africa competition does
give them the much needed diversion they crave.
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‘The “ailed state’ label
on Nigeria

L ast week, a Washington, US-based non-profit research
and educational organisation, The Fund for Peace, ranked
Nigerianumber 15amongagroup ofnations thatit claims
have become, or were veering towards the status, of failed
states. In the 2009 Failed State Index, the organisation

placed Nigeria in aposition which makes Bangladesh, Sierra Leone,

Liberia, Yemen, and North Korea, look comparatively, in much bet-

ter shape. The Funds conclusion may look outlandish; but it would

notbe firsttime that Nigeriawould be grouped in bad company, in
terms of social indicators.

In 2005, a US National Intelligence Council study ofsub-Saharan
Africa concluded that there was active concern among the intelli-
gence community that Nigeria, in spite of its size, population and
resources, could become a failed state, and outlined the dangers of
suchascenario occurring by 2015. “IfNigeriawereto becomea failed
state, it could drag down alarge part ofthe West African region.... If
millionswereto flee a collapsed Nigeria, the surrounding countries,
up to and including Ghana, would be destabilized. Further, a failed
Nigeria probably could not be reconstituted for many years, if ever,
and notjvithout massive international assistance. The frequency of
domestic violence in Nigeria was cited in the study: “For instance,
20,000 people have been killed in Nigeria while that country has
maintained its democratic facade.” At the time, the report caused
widespread consternation, particularly among Nigerian officials,
who sawahidden agendainthe administration US President George
W Bush, then facing mounting international pressure over the US-
led invasion oflraqg in 2003.

Thereportalso cited various indicators to justify its conclusion,
such as rivalry between regions, component states, local communi-
ties and religious groups threatening national stability of Nigeria.

Theattributes ofa failed state, or one thatis failing, are many, they
cover broad categories, the most common being the loss of physical
control of its territory, or monopoly on the legitimate use of force.
They also include the erosion of legitimate authority to make col-
lective decisions; inability to provide reasonable public services;
inability to interact with other states asa full member ofthe comity
ofnations. In earlier reports citing the health systems of five focus-
countries, the US National Intelligence Agency ranked Nigeria
among Ethiopia, Russia, India and China, to be in the early to mid
stages of an HIV/AIDS epidemic, as being led by governments that
have not given the issue sustained high priority that it said had been
keyto stemming the tide ofthe disease in other countries. The prob-
lem was that the disease would severely constrain national health
systems, cause tension and destabilize society, it concluded.

S incethe US 2005 report, the Nigerian government announced
that it has made strenuous efforts, including initiatives to meet
the targets of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs)

which proposes to halve, by the year 2015 the poverty rate, reduce
child and maternal mortalities, improve the well-being ofthe citizens
and stabilise the country. It is therefore something ofajolt that the
report of The Fund for Peace appears to conclude that the govem-
ment efforts have so far amounted to little and have failed to haltthe
projected slide towards a failed state.

The failed state label istoo strong a term, and therefore inappro-
priate to apply to contemporary Nigeria. But the intelligence chat-
ter about the status of Nigeria that is currently going on in interna-
tional circles should be not be ignored by the leadership in Nigeria.
Theendemiccorruption in the country is capable ofinducing all the
elements of failed state to manifest in Nigeria, precipitating a crisis
that can put the country in the same basket as Somalia. The failure
to provide basic infrastructure, like electricity, food security, physi-
cal security for citizens, access to educational opportunities to those
who seekit, portends serious problems. The govemment mustavoid
creating the condition that might precipitate such a crisis.

Wedo notbelieve that Nigeria belongs in the failed-state category;
but acknowledge that it requires very little, such as the actions of
insensitive leaders, to take'the country there.
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The political bull ina square

| t was a festive setting. The
dramming and praise sing-
ing announced the event
before one reached the
venue. The gaily-dressed
women, representing the various
states trooped to the International
Conference Centre ICC. There
were contingents from thirty two
statesand party members, activists,
government officials, and others
who came to organise exhibitions.
As the various delegations moved
from the car park to the hall, the
praise singers trailed them telling
them indisputable truth and hop-
ing that would move the delegates
to part with their money. As the
dignitaries listed in the glossy pro-
gramme arrived, the dramming
and singing peaked to a pitch and
then subsided. The supporters of
the National Summit on women
participation in politics organised
by the Federal Ministry ofWomen
Affairs and Social Development
were listed in the programme. The
Special Guest of Honour was the
First Lady, Dame Patience Good-
luck Jonathan and wife ofthe Vice
President Hajiya Amina Sambo.
The Minister of Women Affairs
and Social Development, Iyom
Josephine Anenih read her open-
ing remarks in which she outlined
the purpose ofthe Summit which
was organised to motivate women
to participate effectively in poli-
tics. The theme of the Summit
was ‘Women in Democracy: An
Imperative for Good Governance
and National Development.”

The first plenary session fea-
tured a presentation by Dr Otive
Igbuzor, the Executive Director of
the Centre for Leadership, Strategy
and Development titled Overview
ofNigerias Electoral Reform Proc-
ess: Prospects for Gender Equality
and Women Empowerment. Itwas
chaired by Mrs. Maryam Uwais
and the discussants were Hon.
Jumoke Okoya-Thomas, Prof Sam
Egwu and Hajiya Saudatu Mahdi.
The second plenary session was on
Women Engagement with Politi-
cal Parties. The Chairperson was
ChiefKofo Akerele Bucknor while
the presenter was Chief Remi
Adiukwu. The discussants were
Ambassador Nkoyo Toyo, Hajiya
Maryam Ciroma, and Mrs Wumi
Asabioro. These were followed
by parallel breakout sessions with
several interesting topics. Among
them were Funding Women
Politicians, Youth and Politics
in Nigeria, Winning Elections,
Effective Speaking and Win- Win
Negotiation Strategy. My humble
selfchaired a session on The Role
of the Media in Women’s Political
Participation. The presenter was
Dr Doyin Abiola and the discus-
sant was Mrs. Bimbo Oloyede.

On the second day, the Eagle
Square in the central business
district came to life. The Sum-
mit metamorphosed into a col-
ourful rally more like a parade of
amazons roaring to go tackle the
political bull by the horn. There
was a march past of state del-
egates, the Minister of women
Affairs and Social Development,
lyom Josephine Anenih mni wel-
comed participants whilethe First
Lady, Dame Patience Goodluck
Jonathan roused the women by

Civil Society
Waltcn

By Hajiya Bilkisu (mni)

recognizing their potentials and
calling each state delegation one
after the other. There were brief
remarks by the Chairmen of the
major political parties, the PDP,
AC, UNDP; the only Woman led
political party, Labour, ANPP and
PPA. The delegates sangaWomen’
anthem and listened to the special
remarks by the Vice President
Namadi Sambo. The highlight of
the event was the presentation of
Women’ Resolution which is the
mind map for women committed

to effective participation in politics
and public life. Those who wish
to do an accurate mind reading
should digest the resolution that
emanated from that Summitwhere
Nigerian women said:

We, as representatives of the
citizens of the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria participating in the
National Summit on Womens
Participation in Politics today
June 22nd 2010; and committed
to rapid national development in
Nigeria, as well as appreciating the
growing consensus on the impor-
tant role women play in develop-
ment globally and;

Considering the:'

Contributions of women to
economic and social development
in Nigeria;

Active and constructive role
of Nigerian women in the cur-
rent Constitutional and electoral
reforms;

Need for the conscious increase
of women in political, policy and

social leadership positions in
Nigeria;
Critical status of Nigerias

young democracy and the need
for every citizen to contribute to
its sustenance irrespective of sex,
geography and age;

Recalling; The  national,
regional and international com-
mitments by Nigeria in the
National Gender Policy, the Con-
vention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, the International Con-
vention on Population and Devel-
opment, African Union (AU) Pro-
tocol on the Rights ofWomen, the
AU Solemn Declaration on Gen-
der, and the ECOWAS Gender
Policy,

The specific provisions in the
above commitments to womens
inclusion and active participa-
tion in governance especially the
35% minimum accepted in our
National Gender Policy and,;

Recognizing the; Incremental
shift and promotion of women’
participation in public spaces;

Positive ~ recommendations

and actions in Nigerias reform
processes particularly the Uwais
electoral reform committee report
Numerical strength of Nigerian
women and the solidarityamongst
them

Role of men who wish to sup-
portwomen

Condemning in the strongest
possible terms, violence in all its
ramifications during elections;

Reaffirming President Good-
luck Jonathan’ resolve to ensure
that every vote counts in the 2011
general electioris; We resolve as fol-
lows to:

a. Work with political par-
ties to ensure: Increased number
ofwomen in party leadership and
membership; Strengthened intra
party solidarity through collabo-

ration between regional women
leaders, state womSn leaders and
women members ofihe respective
Boards of Trustees; |

Strengthenediwer party part-
nerships amorfgst female politi-
cians;

b. Forge strategic partnerships
with the institution of the media
for increased visibility and sus-
tained engagement.

c. Demand affirmative action
as follows: ,

Entrenchment of the gender
character principle in the Consti-
tution of die Federal Republic of
Nigeria 1999 through the review
of sections 14(3) and 147 respec-

tively;

The adoption of the
twinning mechanism atall levelsof
governance (female/male appoint-
ment/nomination where the head
is female and deputy is a man or
vice versa);

35% appointive posi/
tions in the leadership structures
of Governing Boards, Agencies
and Parastatals at local, state and
federal levels;

State Governorsto con-
sciously support the emergence of
more female'candidates towards
the 2011 general elections;

State Houses of Assem-
bly revisit and adopt recommen-
dations for gender responsive
reforms in the draft amendments
to the Constitution.

d. To further demand:

All political parties entrench
internal party democracy princi-
ples and mechanisms In the con-
duct of party primaries;

INEC puts in place a credible
voter register and devises a regis-
tration plan that goes beyond elec-
tion cycle; Professionalism and
respect for women’ rights within
the police force and other secu-
rity agencies charged with main-
taining the peace during elections
FMWASD ensures equitable access
to the funds for women’s political
participation in the 2011 elections;
with technical and managerial sup-
port from UNIFEM.
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Naomi Campbell
may testify
In Taylor case

Awar crimes courthas ruled that model Naomi Campbell can be called

to testify in a case against former Liberian President Charles Taylor.
Prosecutors for the UN-backed court for Sierra Leone say she was

given a “blood diamond” by Mr Taylor in 1997 at Nelson Mandela’s

house in South Africa.

1

Mr Taylor isaccused ofusing such diamonds to fuel an insurgency in
Sierrd Leone that cost many lives. Ms Campbell had previously refused

to provide testimony to prosecutors.

The Special Court for Sierra Leone, sitting in The Hague, also agreed
to aprosecution requestthat itbe allowed to call actress Mia Farrow and
Ms Campbells former agent Carole White to testify.

Ms Farrow - who was also at the Mandela dinner - has said Ms
Campbell told her about the gift of the diamond the morning after the

dinner.

Ms Campbell said she had been visited by representatives of Mr
Taylor during the night, and that they had given her a “huge” uncut
diamond, Ms Farrow told ABC News in April.

Ms Farrow and Ms White were both willing to testify, the prosecu-

tors’ request to the court said.

Mr Taylor is accused of selling diamonds and buying weapons for
Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels, who were
notorious for hacking offthe hands and legs of civilians during the

brutal 1991-2001 civil war.

He has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity stemming from the war. He has also dismissed the
claims he presented Ms Campbell with adiamond in 1997.

“Blood diamonds” is the name given to diamonds mined in areas
of conflict that are sold to fund warfare. Mr Taylor’s trial opened in

June 2007.

In their request to subpoena the three women, the prosecutors said
they did not know about the alleged Campbell diamond until June 2009,
by which time they had already closed their case.

Mr Taylor had sought to prevent their bid to reopen the case against
him. Defence witnesses are now being heard.

UNtribunal
Sentences
Rwandanto
25 years

A United Nations court has sen-
tenced a former businessman to
25 years in prison for his role in
Rwanda’ 1994 genocide.

Yusuf Munyakazai was con-
victed of leading an attack that
killed 60 to 100 Tutsis and sen-
tenced yesterday. He also was
accused ofhelping transport Hutu
militias to sites where fie helped
them kill hundreds of Tutsis.

Munyakazai, 74, is the oldest
person on trial at the court set up
to try those suspected of involve-
ment in Rwanda’s genocide.

The court has convicted doz-
ens of people and trials are ongo-
ing for 24 people. At least 500,000
ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus
were killed during Rwandas geno-
cide, which began after President
Juvenal Habyarimana’ plane was
brought down in April 1994.

Egypt finds evidence
of unfinished

ancient tomb

EGYPTIAN archaeologists who
have completed excavations on
an unfinished apcient tunnel
believe it was meant to connect
a 3,300-year-old pharaohs tomb
with asecret burial site, the antig-
uities department said yesterday.

Egyptian chief archaeologist
Zahi Hawass said it has taken
three years to excavate the 570-
footlong tunnel in Pharaoh Seti Is
ornate tomb in southern Egypt’s
Valley of the Kings. The pharaoh
died before the project was fin-
ished.

First discovered in 1960, the
tunnel has only now been com-
pletely cleared and archaeolo-
gists discovered ancient figurines,
shards ofpottery and instructions
left by the architect for the work-
men.

“Move the door jamb up and
make the passage wider,” read an

inscription on a decorative false
door in the passage. It.was writ-
ten in hieratic, asimplified cursive
version of hieroglyphics.

Elsewhere in the tunnel
there were preliminary sketches
of planned decorations, said
Hawass.

Pharaoh Seti | (1314-1304
B.C.) was one of the found-
ers of the New Kingdom’ 19th
Dynasty known for its military
exploits and considered the peak
of ancient Egyptian power. His
tomb is famous for its colorful
wall paintings. Seti’s son Ramses
Il built grandiose temples and
statues of himselfall over Egypt.

Hawass speculated that the
tunnel and the secret tomb were
not finished because of the phar-
aohsdeath, but may have inspired
a similar structure in Ramses I1%
tomb.

Burundi opposition leader
admits he is in hiding

BURUNDI’Smain opposition leader and former rebel leader Agathon
Rwasa has confirmed that he has gone into hiding. In a taped message
sent to alocal radio station, Mr Rwasa said he had fled because he feared
for his safety.

He went missing a week ago, ahead of presidential elections which
took place on Monday with incumbent Pierre Nkurunziza as the only
candidate.

The election was the second major vote since the end ofthe countrys
brutal 12-year ethnic-based civil war. Diplomats have warned that the
country is still in danger of slipping back into conflict.

Correspondents say turnout was low in Monday s poll compared to
local elections last month. Five opposition parties claimed those polls
were rigged and pulled out ofthe presidential ballot.

Mr Rwasa, who signed a peace deal last year to lay down his arms,
did not say where he was, although he isreported to be in neighbouring
Democratic Republic of Congo. When he first went missing, his party
said he was “on holiday”

“They’re looking for me because | told the truth, because | said pub-
licly that | don’t accept the results of the local elections,” AFP news
agency quotes Mr Rwasa saying in the radio broadcast.

“[Last] Wednesday they wanted to arrest me again. | got wind of it
and | disappeared from circulation,” he said. Both President Nkurun-
ziza and Mr Rwasa led mainly Hutu rebel groups fighting against the
army which was dominated by the Tutsi minority during the civil war.

Mr Rwasa refused to end the fighting when other warring factions
set up apower-sharing government followed by elections in 2005.

He only led his National Liberation Forces (FNL) in disarming in
April 2009 and was widely thought to be the key challengerto President
Nkurunziza. An estimated 300,000 people are believed to have died
during the civil war.
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In Maiduguri
beggars’' on the pr

'Senior beggars'are at work in Maiduguri, the Bomo state capital. They walk the streets and focus

From Isa Umar Gusau, Maiduguri

T he high profile beggars are
mostly healthy and good
looking people, who in their

age long tradition, wear fine looking
traditional attires: ‘agbada’ ‘baban
riga or ‘binjima’ with expensive
caps to match. Besides using good
perfumes, they drive in their own
cars to offices or. homes of pub-
lic office holders: commissioners,
senators, House of Representatives
members, state assembly members,
Special Advisers, permanent sec-
retaries, heads ofboards and other
top public officers, to complain of
<Yde problem or another, to extract
money almost on daily basis. Com-
monly, they claim that their vehicles
lack petrol, or that the vehicles lack
good tyres or are faulty. Or they say
their wives or relations are sick, or
that they have given birth.

In previous times, the ‘senior’
beggars sang praises oftheir victims,
before initiating excuses to which
the public office holders pretend
to have agreed with, and in some
cases give them far less than they

8- Inrecenttimes

however, the
'senior'beg-
gars have
turned into
informants/
especially to
political aspir-
ants.

requested or give them appoint-
ments. The senior beggar some-
times refused such appointment,
perhaps since both parties believed
the appointments were fake.So the
senior beggars’ preferred to part
Twith some money, and after col-
lecting same, they then remind the
public officers of the same appoint-
ments which make the officers pour
insults on them, orjust laugh.
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ENTRANCE to the Musa Usman secretariatin Maiduguri. Senior beggars besiege offices here to track down commissionersand other officials.

| n recent times however, the

‘senior’ beggars have turned

into ‘informants,” especially to
political aspirants. They go around
getting information, which may be
true or false’ and passing same on
to public office seekers. Quite often,
they tell aspirants that they (the
aspirants) have the support of cer-
tain god fathers (i.e. the governor or
his wife) claiming to have overheard
some discussions. Attimes, they spy
on political enemies of certain aspir-
ants, and relate information to the
other person. Such information may
be that rallies held by the other party
had poor attendance, or that they

were some failures etc to which the
other person celebrates and gives
them some money in appreciation.
In other cases, the senior beggars use
handsets to record incidents (ofsay,
a political enemy being humiliated)
and download into the sets of their
pay masters.

As further discovered by our
correspondent, in some cases, the
targeted aspirants, whom certain
information is meant for, try to
obtain the information on phone.
But the senior beggars insist on
face to face interaction, because as
one ofthem said, “when you meet
face to face, you stand the chance

of collecting something. At least he
will not leave you empty handed,
but when you tell him everything
on phone, he will give you a fake
appointment, or tell you he will
call you later and tell you where to
meet him, but he will never do it.
Thatiswhy itisimportantto release
the information when you people
meet.”

Even when the ‘senior’ beggars
obtain infor/nation meant for their
targeted aspirants, they find it nearly
impossible to meet, because a lot of
public office holders in Borno state,
either switch off their phones, or
simply don't respond to calls.

| naddition, many public officers

keep away from their offices at

the Musa Usman Secretariat, as
well astheir homes, to hide in hotels,
guest houses of political associates,
or hang out with friends and rela-
tions, so asto avoid the seniorbeg-
gars. Most ofthe senior beggars have
their own way of catching the pub-
lic officers, by trailing them to the
government house in Maiduguri,
especially when the state governor
is in town, knowing that some offic-
ers will either pay homage, or be
invited to attend the function. The
beggars also stay put in the homes of
some officers, and hide themselves
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son men of means.

Mostofthe S
senior beggars
havetheirown
way of catching
the public offic-
ers, by trailing
themto the
government
house in Mai-
duguri, espe-
cially when the
state governor
IS in town"

in one corner till late in the night,
when most of the officers return
home, and from ‘no where’the beg-
gars appear, and the officers either
pretend or in reality, show some
sympathy and thereafter the beggar
tells his story. Where the officer is
attracted, he engages the beggar in
further discussion, and where he
doesnt find the information strik-
ing, he dishes out some cash to the
beggar and they part ways. Attimes,
the beggars track down public office
holders at public functions, espe-
ciallythose held atthe multipurpose
hall in the government house, which
every big shot attends.

There are however, some of the
beggars who don* get the services
of aides, because they don' settle,
or because the beggars believe they
don't need the services ofthe aides to
track down public officials.

Amongst the senior'beggars, it
was further learnt, are some wljp
enjoy close relationship with office
holders, some even earn trust to the
level ofbeing engaged as intermedi-
aries between some public officers
and prayer warriors. This class of
beggars has free access to the homes
of public officers and at times hdve
powers to even prevent the officers
from taking many decisions, includ-
ing offering gifts to others. Our cor-
respondent discovered that some

A building with offices of public officers in Musa Usman secretariat,
where senior beggars visit regularly to catch their prey.

wives and relations ofsome ofthese
officers hold grudges, as they feel
more attention is Accorded to the
beggars than them.

| n other situations,

the women have

since accepted the
beggars as close to their
husbands, and some-
times even use them to
pass certain messages
to their husbands-i.e.
when they want the
husbands to part with
certain political group
or affiliates, the beg-
gars help in thatregard,
because the officers lis-
ten to them.

The number of sen-
ior beggars seems to be
onthe increase, appar-
ently because many of
them have through the
‘business’built houses,
began to own vehicles
and use it to sustain
their families. Many
of them are known to
live on that,and they are often given
what they begged for.

In Maiduguri, a late commis-
sioner who died two months ago,
was one ofthe major targets ofmany
senior beggars, because he was seen
as generous and tolerant of them,
despite repeatedly coming back. A
number of commissioners in the
state and top government officials,
are amongst many who contend
with pressures from senior beggars,
because their houses are regularly
besieged while they are always being
trailed. No public officer would offer
to speak about the activities of the
beggars either for fear of “miscon-
ception” or for fear of being black
mailed.

The beggars themselves seem
to realize that the officers can't
turn them down, because some of
the beggars were either with them
before they rose to the level they
are now, or that the beggars could
damage their reputation in places,
and call them names when they turn
them down.

here are however some public
office holders who are rarely
trailed by the beggars and

ing they need in return from the

beggars, which makes it convenient

for them not to give. Somehow, the

beggars have branded some public
officers as unapproachable. So, even
during public functions, the beggars
don't go to them at all.

Apparently worried by the trend
of begging in the state, Governor
Ali Modu Sheriff said on May 29,

who go to their offices when they

want, without being disturbed. Such
officers are either seen as ‘not hav-
ing enough to give’ They are marked
as ‘stingy fellows, or because they
are seen as not having stakes in the
political equation. So there is noth-

STAR FEATURE

2010, that the final year of his sec-
ond term in office will pay special
attention to eradication of poverty.
He also said that his government
has done so much on youth and
women empowerment. The gov-
ernor expressed commitment to
his drive to revive industries. The
state commissioner for commerce,
Mohammed Imam didn’t respond to
several callsto comment on govern-
ment5 efforts to fix industries, most
ofwhich have remained idle, but the
governork special adviser on infor-
mation and Media, Shehu Mustapha
Liberty had said in an interview that
the problem ofpower supply was the
major hindrance to the industriali-
zation of the state.

But it doesn’t really appear that
lack of jobs pushed the senior beg-
gars into their line oftrade, because
some of what they get should be

A multipurpose hall inside the Govemment House, Maiduguri.

enough to establish businesses
small, medium or even large scale
or industries. It really seems that
that the high profile beggars are
into their trade, because public
office holders have over the years,
continued to give them free cash

i §»*#
relations'
some
officers hold
grudges, as
they feel more
attention is ac-

" corded to the
beggars than
them."

KM

and other items, while on the other
hand, the cat and mo.use relation-
ship between the two have often
affected public services in nega-
tive ways, since most public offic-
ers avoid their office, and only treat
files taken to their homes.
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Taliban attack NATO base In
Afghanistan

INSURGENTS yesterday
attacked NATO forces in eastern
Afghanistan. Several attackers
were killed in the Taliban attack
on a base at an airfield outside
Jalalabad, near the border with
Pakistan. Gunmen set off a car
bomb and fired rocket-propelled
grenades, wounding two soldiers,
NATO said.

The attack began at 0730 local
time (0300 GMT) yesterday, with
insurgents attacking the airport
from different directions.

A NATO spokesman said the

perimeter of the base had not
been breached. An Afghan sol-
dier and one international service
member were wounded.

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah
Mujahid said six suicide attack-
ers had taken part in the assault.
Eightinsurgents died in the ensu-
ing gun battles, the Associated
Press news agency reports.

The attack is yet another
example of the increasingly
sophisticated assaults favoured by
the Taliban, saysthe BBCs Quen-
tin Sommerville in Kabul.

These commando-style opera-
tions are increasing in numbers,
and often result in higher civilian
and military casualties.

A total of 100 NATO troops
serving in Afghanistan were
killed in June, making itthe dead-
liest month for the alliance since
the US-led invasion 0f2001.

An Afghan army-led opera-
tion is taking place in nearby
Kunar, where 600 troops are
attempting to rout about 250
insurgents thought to have links
to al-Qaeda.

Aquino sworn inas new Philippine president

THE son of an assassinated opposition leader and
a former president has been sworn in as the 15th

president ofthe Philippines.

Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino won a convincing
victory in elections in May with pledges to stamp
out corruption. His predecessor, Gloria Arroyo, has
said she does not fear his plans to invesfigate allega-

tions against her.

He has also promised to end long-running
insurgencies, and to modernise the judicial system.
Armed forces are fighting both Islamic and

On behalf of myself, family and entire staff of
SALAMKA SCIENTIFIC LTD, lheartily congratulate
a worthy icon, Prof. Attahiru Jega, for his appointment

as the new INEC Chairman.

Tm convinced that you will employ your wealth of

experience not only in repositioning and j|'/i\
strengthening the nation’s politics but also in Am
ensuring the survival of our dear country as M

an indivisible entity.

communist rebels in the south ofthe country, partic-
ularly on the island of Mindanao.

Mr Aquino has vowed to pursue the ciirrentadmin-

pine leaders.

istration’s peace talks with the Moro fclanjic Liberation
Front (MILF) rebels in the south, but fe\d exact details
have been given so far. L

Noynoy Aquino comes from a dypasty of Philip-

The swearing-in ceremony in Manila’ seaside Rizal
Park yesterday was attended by at least halfa million
people, many wearing the family’s trademark yellow.

Onceagain, |
/ \ congratulation, mL"

Prof. Attahiru Jega

INEC Chairman

* SCIENCE/LABOURATORY EQUIPMENT * HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT
+CHEMICAL *LABORATORY FURNITURE/FITING * COMPUTER SERVICES

SUIT 32 & 33 Tian Plaza 723, Awolowo Rd., Ukato, Abuja, Biside Eterna Filling Station.
Tel: 08065078728,08033230057,08036070122, E-mail; saiamkascientific@yahoo.com

Ahmed Ndanusa

Managing Director/CEO
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Strike halts
'Madrd
SUbway again

SPAIN’S capital Madrid endured
a second day without subway
service yesterday, with big traffic
jams forming as people scram-
bled to find alternative transport,
asworkerswent on strike over pay
cuts that are part of government
austerity plans.

No negotiations were planned
and workers voted to continue
the walkout for two more days,
although they vowed to comply
with a legal obligation to run half
the trains scheduled.

Trains will operate as normal
over the weekend, then there will
be another vote Monday on how
to proceed, unions said.

The partial service promised
for today and Friday means the
subway line running to and from
Madridsbusy Barajasairport will
bebackin servicejustasthe sum-
mer vacation season begins -on
earnest today.

The network carries more
than two million travelers a day.

Worker are protesting a 5
percent pay cut ordered by the
Madrid regional government,
which oversees the metro system.

Russia: Spy
scandal won't
damage USties

RUSSIA said yesterday the US arrests ofsuspects in an alleged Russian
spy ring would not hurt improving relations with Washington, soften-
ing its tone after an initial angry response.

The Russian Foreign Ministry at first slammed the US actions as
“pbaseless and improper” and hinted the arrests could dampen Mos-
cows’ enthusiasm for warmer ties, raising the specter ofa Cold War
style diplomatic stand-off.

Butyesterday the Foreign Ministry expressed optimism that the fall-
out would not ruin the relationship “reset” initiated by US President
Barack Obamaand embraced by Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.

“We expectthatthe incidentinvolvingthe arrestin the United States
ofagroup of people suspected of spying for Russia will not negatively
affect Russian-US relations,” a Foreign Ministry official said on condi-
tion ofanonymity.

The US Justice Department on Monday announced it had arrested
10 suspected spies in four eastern cities. An 11th suspect was arrested
in Cyprus on Tuesday and freed on bail.

The suspects were accused ofseeking information on issuesranging
from nuclear weapons research to the global gold market and CIA job
applicants, according to US prosecutors.

Withburied banknotes, coded communications and ritualized rules
forsecrethandoffs, the US accusations echoed spy scandals ofthe Soviet
era and the more recent chill in relations with a Kremlin which, dur-
ing the 2000-2008 presidency of former KGB officer Vladimir Putin,
often accused the West oftrying to weaken Russia through espionage.
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RUSSIAN social networking website Odnoklassmki, or Classmates
shows a woman journalists have identified as Anna Chapman, who
appeared at a hearing.

Congratulations

iliisps

On behalf of His Royal Highness, the Emir of Biu, Mai Umar
Mustapha Aliyu, Biu community elders, all sons and daughters of
Biu emirate, Biu Forum wishes to congratulate His Excellency,
Arch Muhammad Namadi Sambo(GCON), on his appointment
astheVice President ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria.

We pray that the Almighty Allah gives you the strength and
wisdom to discharge your duties diligently and to help steer the
affairs ofthe country togreater heights.

Sgred

Mai Mustapha Muhammad

Arc. Mohammed Namadi Sambo GIINANA
"‘We President Fedeiil Republic of Nigeria: *1

National Chairman
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF KADUNA STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE KADUNA JUDICIAL DIVISION HOLDEN AT KADUNA
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ADVERTISEMENT TO PROSPECTIVE BENEFICIARIES / OPERATORS ON ACCESSING THE PUBLIC
MASS TRANSIT REVOLVING FUND SCHEME OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA BEING

MANAGED BY THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

introduction

The Federal Government of Nigeria (F5N) in its bid to address the
transportation challenges being experienced nationwide, has
established a Public Mass Transit devolving Fund with the objective of
increasing the availability of vehicles to the public through eligible
transport operators across the country. The following are the guidelines
relatingto accessing the Fund.

Objective ofthe Fund

The primary objective ofthe Fund is to increase the availability of vehicles
for Public transportation through the provision of buses to identified
transport operators/groups at a concessionary interest rate, which shall
beusedforthe Public Mass Transit Scheme.

Fund Manager

The Urban Deveiopment Bank of Nigeria Pic (UDBN) has been appointed
asthe Fund Manager with the responsibility of rolling out the Fund by on-
tending to eligible operators, with a mid-term plan to grow the Fund and
make itself-sustaining.

Utilization

The proceeds of the Fund shall be lent to identified target
groups/partners consisting of the Labour Unions’ Mass Transit arms and
affiliates, States and Local Governments Mass Transit arms, and Private
Sectoroperators.

Eligibility Criteria for Beneficiaries ofthe Fund
The eligibility criteria for prospective beneficiaries of the Fund shall be
one ofthe following:

{a) Membership of the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) or Trade
Union Congress (TUC) and affiliated agencies; OR

(b) Membership of Association of Local Governments of Nigeria
(ALGON);0R

(c) State Governments and affiliated Road Mass Transit Agencies;
OR

(d) Private Sector road mass transit operators and members of the
National Union of Road Transport Workers (NURTW).

Modalities ofthe Fund

@ Interest Rate
The Fund shall be administered at an interest rate of S percent
per annum calculated on outstanding principal payable on a
monthly basisin arrears.

(b)  OtherFees/charges
Standard fees covering preparation, legal, administrative,
documentation, supervision and incidental expenses associated
with the loan would notexceed 0.75% perannum overthe life of
the loan,

(c) Tenor
Loans under the Fund shall have a maximum tenor of five (5)
years.

(dt  Repayment

() Repayment of loans under the Fund shall be on monthly basis for
both principal, and interest payments.

(ii) Prepayment at the instance of the beneficiary of the loan shall
be acceptable without penalities,

(&) Security
Security for the loan under the Fund shall be one and/or a
combination ofthe following:

() Corporate Guarantee from acceptable trade unions, agencies
and institutions; OR
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v)
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(vii)

Sank Guarantee from'a reputable commercial bank acceptable
to UDBN covering the facility amount; OR

Credit Insurance Bond from a reputable insurance company
acceptable to UDBN covering the facility amount; OR

irrevocable Standing Payment Order (ISPO) from respective
Government (for Government beneficiaries and affiliated
agencies} covering the facility amount,

insurance

Vehicles acquired through the Fund* must have full
comprehensive insurance cover from a reputable insurance
company acceptable to UDBN.

UDBN shall be the first loss payee to the insurance companies ort
the insured vehicles til! liquidation ofthefacility amount.

Other guidelines \

The vehicles provided to beneficiaries of the Fund shall be
through UDBN accredited /approved vehicle providers only. The
vehicles provided would have standard safety featuresincluding
but not limited to Automatic Brake System {AB5); 2 airbags (front
seats), driverand passenger seat belts; and so on.

Vehicles would be provided to eligible operator’\ehc)aficia nes
on afirst come, first served basis.

Mechanism for administration ofthe Fund

Following this public notice, interested eligible applicants are
expected to purchase a scratch card at any Unity Bank Branch
nationwide at the cost of N10,000. 1

Applicants shall then visit the following websites:
application form on-line. Other instructions for the completion’
and submission of the application form shall be outlined at the
back of the electronic card, as well as on a flyer that would
accompany the scratch card. Application forms shall be available
atthe aforementioned websitesfrom 06/07/2010.

Each application must be accompanied by the following
supporting documents:

Feasibility Study/Business Plan;

Certificate of Incorporation evidencing the incorporation of the
company with the Corporate Affairs Commission Nigeria and
Memorandum and Articles of Association;

Valid operating permit or license (where applicable) and/or
evidence of association with a National Union of Road Transport
Workers (NURTW);

Corporate Profile of the Customer including experience and
track record in mass transit operations;

Audited Accounts for the last 3years (where applicable);

Management Accountforthe year under review;

Any otherform of documentation that would assist the appraisal
processas may be required by UDBN.

Notices

a)

b)

in line with FGN's objective, directives and mandate ofthe Fund,
Immediate presence of branded vehicles will herald the success
ofthe scheme;

Ailfurther enquiries shouid be directed to:

Urban Development Bank of Nigeria Pic
Plot977 Central Business District
Adjacent National MosqueAbuja,
Federal Capital Territory

P.M.8.272 Garki, Abuja

E-mail: pmtf@udbng.com;

Phone: 09*6725228


mailto:pmtf@udbng.com
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION

RE- NIGERIAN TRIBUNE COMPENDIUM OF 5 o,
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS, VOL .

The attention ofthe National Universities Commission (NUC) has been drawn to a Publication by the

Nigerian Tribune of Monday May 10,2010, advertising its so-called Compendium of Five Hundred (500)
distinguished Professors, Vol.l

The Commission dissociates itself from such a publication and advises all Nigerian Professors notto  #
partake in this pedestrian attempt to cheaply use their names in a publication that will not stand any
academic test. -
!
A publication of this nature is surely a serious academic enterprise and with all due respects, Tribune, U
which is not an academic outfit, dearly lacks the expertise to undertake this venture. *

Determining who is a distinguished Professor can only be achieved through a peer review mechanism using
several academic instruments, which can only be properly measured by seasoned academics.

Furthermore, to succeed in a venture of this nature, a database of all Nigerian Professors both within and
outside Nigeria will be required to cross-check all entries made. We have no doubtthat the Tribune does
not have such a database, as only the Commission possesses such a database and has not given it to any
organization.

A respected Newspaper like the Tribune is advised not to venture into such a publication without due
recourse to the appropriate regulatory agencies for proper guidance.

To safeguard the sanctity of our mandate, which is the orderly development of the Nigerian University
System and ensuring quality assurance, we will discourage any such publication
which lacks substance and due diligence and likely to cause confusion in the Nigerian University System.

The National Universities Commission (NUC) wishes to reiterate that all Nigerian Professors should ignore
any invitation to submit their names to the publishers ofthe so-called compendium and advise all Nigerians
to ignore such a publication as it lacks any merit.

A-'v professor who partakes in this exercise does so at his/her own risk. Those who have unwittingly
subn”ed their names should demand the non-inclusion of their names in order not to tarnish their hard
earneu academic achievement.

IBRAHIM USMAN YAKASAI
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS
wWww.nuc.edu.ng
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Sign Langu;ge Dty SU DOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid

y 0 u r made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions).The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to startyou off.The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region mustcontain justone instance of each
number, 1-9.

182

A ft"S.at na««
The more empty the better. Don't forget your steering wheel too. 3 7 9 1

Photo location: Dorset, England, by Carolyn Mason

Culled from www.signspotting.com 1 2 . 6
CROSSWORDS 16 7 69 1

ACROSS DZO}Anf:\Iludes o

1 Chill

4 %\ged!I ° (4), ) 3 Car bodywork feature 174 8 9 1

8 First name shared by actresses 4 Endoflife _

Burton and Redrren (6) 5 Claire  Mrs Macey inTV's Lark

9 implant {$ Riseto Candleford I)

10 Vivadity @) 6 Egﬂpm?rda;;]an%s? 3;ood i9

Il Fiancee'sevening out 0,5} 7 Partofthe hea ;

13 Riskgetting rtodiffcties (337} 12 DU of 6 s seroe f Solution to Sudoku 181
16 Approved, agreed B} the Armerican filmindustry (9)

19 1992 Robin Willians film{4) ig Ceremonial acts (7)

20 Wound, injury (6)

22 Contemptible 124} 17 Well-balanced (9 4 §) 3 5 8
23 island beyond the Menes Strait @ 18 Osmond, Puppy love.

24 Orderly @ singer (8 9

21 \Afssiey, Harry Potter
character (3)
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SIZE

Fui! Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
10" x 6 cols
10 x5 cols
10" x4 cols
10”3 cols
9" x 6 cols
9" x5 cols
9" x4 cols
9" x 3cols
8" x 6 cols
8” x5 cols
8" x4 cols
87 x 3 cols
7" X6 cols
7" X5 cols
7" x4 cols
6" x 6 cols
6" x5 cols
6" x4 cols
6" x 3 cols
6" x2 cols
5" x5 cols
5"x4cols
5" x 3 cols
5" x 2 cols
4" x6 cols
4" x5 cols
4" x4 cols
4" x 3 cols
4" x2cols
3Bx 2 cols
3" x 3 cols
2*x 2 cols
1”x1 col

RATE (H)
356,400.00

252,000.00'

109,350.00
247,500.00
201,960.00
162,360.00
148,500.00
234,036.00
194,040.00
148,500.00
142,560.00
221,760.00
186,120.00
138,600.00
134,640.00
168,300.00
158,400.00
134,640.00
162,360.00
148,500.00
130,680.00
79,200.00
69,300.00
138,600.00
124,740.00
75,240.00
59,400.00
128,700.00
126,720.00
114,840.00
69,300.00
53,460.00
33,660.00
49,500.00
23,760.00
4,950.00
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ADVERT RATE

BLACK

Effective July 1st, 2010

VAT(N) TOA(N RATEM

17,820.00
12,600.00
5,468.00
12,375.00
10,098.00
8,118.00
7,425.00
11,701.80
9,702.00
7,425.00
7,128.00
11,088.00
9,306.00
6,930.00
6,732.00
8,415.00
7,920.00
6,732.00
8,118.00
7,425.00
6,534.00
3,960.00
3,465.00
6,930.00
6,237.00
3,762.00
2,970.00
6,435.00
6,336.00

5,742.00 .

3,465.00
2,673.00
1,683.00
2,475.00
1,188.00

247.50

374,220.00
264,600.00
114,818.00
250,875.00
212,058.00
170,478.00
155,925.00
245,738.00
203,742.00
155,925.00
149,688.00
232,848.00
195,426.00
145,530.00
141,372.00
176,715.00
166,320.00
14U72.00
170,478.00
155,925.00
137,214.00
83,160.00
72,765.00
14553000
130,977.00
79,002.00
62,370.00
135,135.00
133,056.00
120,582.00
72,765.00

j 56,133.00

| 35,343.00

51,975.00
24,948,00
5,198.00

475,200.00
370,834.00
284,286.00
326,700.00
277,200.00
217,800.00"
198,000.00
306,900.00
267,300.00
213,840.00
194,040.00
300,960.00
257,400.00
205,920.00
186,120.00
217,800.00
205,920.00
198,000.00
207,240.00
201,960.00
194,040.00
106,920.00
89,100.00
198,000.00
196,020.00
102,960.00
79,200.00
178,200.00
154,000.00
129,800.00
91,080.00
75,240.00
49,500.00
59,400.00
39,600.00
5,940.00

COLOUR
VAT (ft)
23,760.00
18,541.70
14,214.00
16,335.00
13,860.00
10,890.00
9,900.00
15,345.00
13,365.00
10,692.00
9,702.00
15,048.00
12,870.00
10,296.00
9,306.00
10,890.00
10,296.00
9,900.00
10,362.00
10,098.00
9,702.00
5,346.00
4,455.00
9,900.00
9,801.00
5,148.00
3,960.00
8,910.00
7,700.00
6,490.00
4,554.00
3,762.00
2,475.00
2,970.00
1,980.00
297.00

Advert Hotlines: 0805 210 0453,08037054013

Advert e-mail:

advertdaitytrust@gmail.com

ftm m
498,960.00

389,376.70
298,500.00
343,035.00
291,060.00
228,690.00
20/)m oo
322,245.00
280,665.00
224,532.00
203,742.00
316,008.00
270,270.00
216,216.00
195,426.00
228,690.00
216,216.00
207,900.00
217,602.00
212,058.00
203,742.00
112,266.00
93,555.00
207,900.00
205,821.00
108,108.00
83,160.00
187,110.00
161,700.00
136,290.00
95,634.00
79,002.00
51,975.00
62,370.00
41,580.00
6,237.00

SPECIAL POSITIONS

POSITION RATE (N) VAT(W)  TOTAL (M)
PAGE 2 OR 3 1.140.480 57,024  1.197.504
PAGE4 OR 5 1.036.800 51,840  1.088,640
FRONT PAGE STRIP 552,381 ° 27,619 580,000
FRONT PAGE SOLUS 410,400 20,520 430,920
BACK PAGE STRIP 457,143 22,857 480,000
FRONT PAGE EARPIECE 323.810 16,190 340,00}
BACK PAGE EARPIECE 295.238 14,761  1310,000
CENTRESPREAO 1.632.960 81,648, 1,714,608
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CNN's Larry King
to step down

. King likes Seacrest as a possible replacement

. King has interviewed every U.S. president since Richard Nixon

. By one count, King has interviewed more than 50,000 people

. Says Nelson Mandela was most extraordinary person he has met

L  ARRY King, the iconic TV
interviewer, will step aside
from hosting of his prime

time CNN show later this year, he

said Tuesday.

King, 76, made the announce-
ment withta, short posting to his
Twitter account, citing his desire
to spend more time with his wife
and young children.

“l wantto share some personal
news with you. 25 years ago, | sat
across this table from New York
Governor Mario Cuomo for the
firstbroadcast of Larry King Live.
Now, decades later, | talked to the
guys here at CNN and I told them

v | would like to end Larry King

" Live, the nightly show, this fall
and CNN has graciously accepted,
giving me more time for my wife
and I to getto the kids’little league
games,” King wrote.

“I'm incredibly proud that we
recently made the Guinness Book
of World Records for having the
longest running show with the
same host in the same time slot.
With this chapter closing I'm
looking forward to the future and
what my next chapter will bring,
but for now its time to hang up
my nightly suspenders.”

“He will end his run with
Larry King Live on his own terms,
sometime this fall,” said Jon Klein,
president of CNNUS. “Larry isa
beloved member ofthe CNN fam-
ilyand will continue to contribute
to our air with periodic specials.”

During his Tuesday night
show, King told guest Bill Maher
“theresafreedom”that came with
his decision.

“l want to expand,” King told
the comedian. “l wantto do other
things that | haven't been able to
do.”

The idea to step aside came to
him after he completed his week-
long 25th anniversary celebration,
he said.

“I'm thinking to myself, 1ve
done 50,000 interviews,” he said.
“I'm never going to top this.”"

King said he would exit the
hosts chair “maximum Novem-
ber.” But, he told Maher, “Then I’ll
be doing specials. You’ll see me in
other places.”

Asked whom he wants to
replace him, King cited “Ameri-
can ldol” host Ryan Seacrest. “He’s
curious, hes interesting, he’s lik-
able,” King said. “Ifhe has a great
interestin politics,  would recom-
mend him. But I'm sure theresa
ton of people who could do it
Comeon. It5Q and A”

“Its  not easy,” Mabher
responded. “Thatsthe trick.”

In a telephone call to the pro-
gram, former first lady Nancy Rea-
gan told King, “I couldn' let you
do this without my calling you. You
didnt call me and ask my permis-
sion.”

King said he had made no plans
about his future, but added, “I'm
looking forward —1 feel open to
so many things. Life will be better.”

ABC News Anchor Diane Saw-
yer chimed in: “l just want to say,
Larry, what a monument of vital-
ity you have built for all of us and
I cannot wait to see your specials
because everybody in the world
wants to talk to you and to see you
do them in a concentrated way —
when you choose to do them it%s
going to be athrill.”

Kings decision  followed
months of media speculation about
his future as his ratings declined.

King was hosting a nationally
syndicated overnight radio talk
show when CNN founder Ted
Turner persuaded him in 1985 to
try his interviewing skills on cable
TV.

“All I had to do was everything
14 been doing since | was a kid,”
he wrote in his best-selling 2009
autobiography, “My Remarkable
Journey.”

H is gentle but persistent
interview style drew big-
name guests, and “Larry

King Live” became a place for

between then-Vice President Al
Gore and Perot in 1993, a debate
that for more than a decade was
the highest-rated program in
cable history.

K ing, who was initially
based in Washington,
became a mandatory stop

for politicians. Over his career, he

conducted sit-down interviews
with every U.S. president since

Richard Nixon.

His program was sometimes a
place of real-time diplomacy. In
1995, he hosted a program on the
Middle East Peace process with
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
King Hussein ofJordan and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

His suspenders, large glasses
and vintage desk microphone
are as recognizable as the count-
less celebrities lined up to have an
intimate chat with King while the
world listened in.

And there have been a lot of
guests, including Marlon Brando,
Nelson Mandela, Mikhail Gor-
bachev, Paul McCartney, Bob
Hope, Frank Sinatra, L. Ron
Hubbard, Madonna and Martin
Luther King, Jr.

After extensive coverage over
many months of O.J. Simpson}
trial for murder, Simpson himself
called the program the night he
was acquitted.

King says that Nelson Mandela

LARRY King interviews Paris Hilton in 2007

major personalities to break
news. Billionaire Ross Perot used
the show to announce he was
running for president in 1992.
And the show was the setting
for the historic NAFTA debate

was the most extraordinary per-
son he has met.

In his autobiography, King
confessed that he never plans a
question, that he likes to be sur-
prised by the answers. He says

LARRY King walks down Pennysylvania Avenue afteran undis-
closed business inside the White House in 2008

he asks his interview subjects to
explain things.

“All I do is ask questions,” he
wrote. “Short, simple questions.”

Born in Brooklyn, Larry Zeiger
moved to Miami, Florida, in 1957.
Hebegan hisradio career thatyear
with a new name, Larry King. His
first television job wa$ hosting a
local interview show in Miami in
1960.

While some critics have called
King a throwback, he embraced
the online social networking tool
Twitter. He had 1,648,920 Twitter
followers as of Tuesday.

On Monday, King used Twit-
ter to respond to a fans question
about the highlights ofhis career:

“Winning 2 Peabody Awards
& an Emmy. Perot-Gore Debate
a show highlight,” King tweeted.

In addition to earning the

Emmy and two Peabody Awards,
he was inducted into the National
Association of Broadcasters Hall
of Fame in 1992.

King also has an extensive film
resume, having played himselfin

20 movies. f

King has suffered a decline in
ratings. His show, which was once
on top, sometimes has come in
fourth among cable talk shows
during the 9 p.m. hour.

T 7r'ing faced highly publi-

cized personal problems
-4-X .thisyear. He and his eighth
wife, Shawn Southwick-King, filed
for divorce in April, but reconciled
weeks later. ,

King has repeatedly talked
about the importance of spending
time with his children, including
his two boys from his marriage
with Southwick-King.

“It love to see Chance and
Cannon talk about how their Dad
took them to play when they were
kids,” he wrote in his autobiogra-
phy.

After sufferingaheart attack in
1987, King underwent quintuple
bypass heart surgery. A year later,
he created the Larry King Cardiac
Foundation, which he said was to
help those “not so lucky” to have
medical insurance. In 2009, the
foundation paid for 287 life-saving
surgeries.

And through it all, the inter-
views continued.

“Only God failed to show up
for a Larry King interview,” said
Tom Johnson, who was CNN%
chairman for more than a decade,
ending in 2001.

“Larry hasbeen my close friend
since Ijoined CNN in 1990,” John-
son said. “We never had a single
disagreement in my 11 years as
CEOQ, although he never thought
much of my suggestions for more
shows about North Korea.”

Is there anyone he would like
to interview that he hasnt so far?
For years, he joked in his autobi-
ography, he answered that ques-
tion “God.”

“And my first question would
be, ‘Do you have a son? Because
theresalotriding on the answer.”

Culledfrom cnn.com
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The Nigerian Stock Exchange
Executive Management Recruitment

Nigeria, Africa's most populous nation and one of the continent's largest economies is implementing a strategic
program for national development and growth that includes diversification of the economy and reform of its financial
system. The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) is the equity and debt exchange for Nigeria's leading organizations. In
existence since 1960, and with annual volumes of up to 4 billion security transactions, the NSE is transforming to
increase the depth of Nigeria's capital market and improve access to liquidity for listed organizations.

To provide leadership for its transformation program,the NSE is seeking to recruit qualified and experienced

executives to be its future:

Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)

The new Chief Executive Officer will establish arsd execute plans to achieve the
strategic objectives of the Exchange including competitiveness, operating
efficiency, diversification and aggressive growth. The CEO will provide insight
ond direction to increase the liquidity and depth of Nigeria's capital market

Qualification and Experience

Candidates are expected to hove strong understanding of global financial
markets and the direction and opportunities for Nigeria's financial system and
capital market; proven ability to lead, motivate and develop a team of senior
officials; strong engagement and negotiation skills and a track record of leading
successful bysiness change.

At the minimum:

« A University Bachelor's degree or equivalent

« 10 years capital markets fin a securities exchange, capital market regulator or
operator) or 15 years experience in financial services {non capital markets?’
including o minimum of 6 years experience in senior executive positions,

« A Master of Business Administration degree will be on added advantage

Candidates for the CEO position should submit a comprehensive resume
with clear information of qualification for the position to:
ceo@nseexecutiverecruit.com

Executive Director, Market Operations and IT

As a.member of the executive team, the Executive Director, Market Operations
ond IT will be responsible for managing the Exchange's Information Technology
infrastructure and services and trading operations. He/she will ensure IT
investments are value creating and that technology is leveraged in an innovative
ond effective manner to achieve the vision of a competitive ond efficient
exchange, He/she wifi be responsible for market administration, data
dissemination ond intermediation with Central Securities Clearing System and
Settlement Bonks on clearing and settlement of transactions in securities including
Bonds. *

Qualification ond Experience

Candidates ore expected to hove understanding ond practical knowledge of the
technical infrastructure that drives securities trading platform, capital markets
operations; proven ability to lead, motivate and develop a team of senior officials
with strong engagement, marketingtmd negotiation skills ond champion the use
of information technology to improve business performance.

At least:

« A University Bachelor's degree or equivalent in o Business /Information
Technology related discipline

« *10 years IT/Market Operations experience including a minimum of 6 years in
senior management positions

« A Master of Business Administration degree will be a clear advantage

Candidates for the ED, Market Operations and IT position should submit a
comprehensive resume with clear information of qualification for the
position to: moitdirector@ nseexecutiverecruit.com

Executive Director, Listings

As a member of the executive team, the Executive Director, Listings will be
responsible for oversight of securities on the Exchange to ensure compliance
with NSE listing requirements as well as regulatory requirements of the
Securities and Exchange Commission, He/she Will monitor ond continuously
improve the compliance and enforcement of the Listing program of the'
Exchange. fm\

Qualification and Experience # |
Candidates ore expected to hove strong understanding of global Jfofmcial
markets ond deep practical knowledge of SEC rules and regulations ond
governing operations of the capital market in Nigeria, particularly the NSE
listing processes; ability to lead, motivate and develop o team of senior officials
with strong engagement and negotiations skills.

At least: '

* A University Bachelor's degree or equivalent

* 10 years capital market (in o securities exchange, capital market regulator
or operator) experience including a minimum of 6 years in senior
management positions

« A Master of Business Administration degree will be a clear advantage

Candidates for the ED, Listings position shoiiid submit o comprehensive

resume with clear information of qualification for the position

to:listingsdirector@ nseexecutiverecruit.com

Executive Director, Strategy and Business
Development

As a member of the executive team, the Executive Director, Strategy and
Business Development will be responsible for definition, direction, coordination
ond delivery of the Exchange's strategic programs ond initiatives. The ED, will
ensure that the Exchange has an innovative orientation and is continuously
responsive to changes in the economic and business landscape.

Qualification and Experience

Candidates ore expected to hove strong understanding of global financial
markets; proven capacity to analyse and identify current and future needs,
ability to facilitate development ond commitment to corporate strategies end
programs; strong engagement and communication skills; demonstrated
experience in managing and coordinating successful organization wide change;
abilrty to lead, motivate and develop o team of senior officials.

At least:

« A University Bachelor's degree or equivalent

* 10 years experience including a minimum of 6 years in senior management
positions

« A Master of Business Administration degree and experience m planning
and/or enterprise performance management roles will be a dear
advantage.

Candidates for the ED; Strategy and Business Development position
should submit a comprehensive resume with clear information of
qualification for the position to;

strategydirector@ nseexecutrverecruit.com

The closing date for applications is 9th July, 2010. Applications will not be received after 5:00 pm Nigerian time

(GMT 4-1} on this date.

Only candidates that meet the eligibility criteria will be contacted.
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Kwara spends
over N1 bn on
natural disaster
victims

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

SPECIAL Adviser to the Kwara
state Governor on Emergency
Relief Service, Alhaji Sulyman
Yusuf, disclosed that over N 1bil-
lion was committed to assisting
victims of natural disaster across
the state in the last one year

Alhaji Sulaiman, stated this
in llorin, while speaking on the
efforts of the government on the
disaster management.

The governors aide also said
relief materials worth millions
of naira had been distributed to
various victims of natural disas-
ter across the state.

“In the last one year, almost all
the local governments witnessed
one disaster or the other in which
properties worth millions of
naira were destroyed while some
lives were lost in some cases.”

He said, about N6émillion and
other relief materials were dis-
tributed to victims of boat dis-
aster in Baruten Local Govern-
ment whose boat capsized along
Nigeria-Benin Boarder.

Alhaji Sulaiman also dis-
closed that the state government
had also approved the sum of
N30million for victims of natu-
ral disaster in Moro, llorin-West,
Offa, Oyun, Ifelodun LGs and
other affected areas to be distrib-
uted to them to cushion the effect
ofthe disaster.
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Chevron faults oll
spill report in N/Delta

FromMohanmed Shosanya,Lagos

CHEVRON Nigeria Limited [CNL] has faulted
media publication on oil spill in the Niger Delta
areaofthe country, saying some ofthem are not
accurate.

Femi Odumabo, the companys Gen-
eral Manager, Policy, Govemment and Pub-
lic Affairs, who disclosed this weekend when
executive members ofthe National Association
of Energy Correspondents (NAEC) paid him
visit at the company’ corporate headquarters
in Lagos, said such publications have negative
impacts on the operators.

According to him, Chevron has recorded
less than 1per cent of oil spill which is mostly
caused during operational discharged and other

Trust Fund trains hydrological data co

FromHanea Idris, Damaturu

THE Hadejia- Jama‘are-Kumadugu- Yobe Basin
Trust Fund (HIKYBTF) has trained 34 hydro-
logical data collectors who were drawn from six
states including Plateau, Bauchi, Kano, Jigawa,
Yobe and Borno.

The administrative secretary of the trust
fund Dr Hassan Bidliya said the initiative was
meant to address climatic challenges along the
basin which had subjected over 30 million peo-
ple including farmers and fishermen to hard-
ship.

third party factors.

“We at Chevron are very conscious of our
environments and places where we operate and
have the interest of the host communities and
the country at heart in whatever we are doing,”
he said.

He said that Chevron has committed nearly
one billion dollars to the development of com-
munities, which he said had made the working
environments more peaceful.

Odumagbo said that Nigerians should not
be unduly panic about the oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico.

“What was experienced in the GulfofMex-
ico cannot happen here in Nigeria. All the oil
companies in Nigeria will work together to
ensure quick response to reported cases of spill.

The training which ended in Damaturu
yesterday drew its participants from ministry
ofwater resources, water board and hydrologi-
cal units in the affected states as well as others
from the North East Arid Zone Development
Programme (NEAZDP).

“Long term failures in the management of
the river system and climatic variations has led
to the blockage of channels by silts and invasive
weeds and the consequent inundation or desic-
cation ofthousands ofhectares,” Dr Bidliyasaid.

He said the root cause ofthe problem was
the collapse ofthe hydrological databank ofthe

“Thereisno spill that happened that we can-
not handle within 24 to 48 hours. “Itis a fallacy
forpeople to compare the spill in GulfofMexico
to what happens here in Nigeria,” he said. (

Odumabo, therefore charged journalists to
ensure accurate reporting of issues relating to
the oil and gas sector.

Mr Emeka Ugwuanyi, Chairman NAEC
lauded the good initiative ofthe organisation in
ensuring thatjournalists covering energy sec-
torare well informed through capacity building
workshop and facility tour.

" He assured the fompany that his members
would always strive to balance their reports
before publications, urging the organisation to
response promptly to his member?’ enquiries
about its operations.

lectors

basin in the 1980s which resulted in the per-
vasion in the flow of the river and the loss of
economically viable fish species.

According to him “primary data collectors
are critical actors in the survival pfthe basin.
They are the ones that will read and record
according to standardized format, informa-
tion on hydrology from the equipment that
have been installed.”

He said the basin covers about 148km2 and
it is internationally shared water with Niger,
Chad, Cameroon and Central African Repub-
lic.

Climate Change: Bank supports Lagos campaign with 800 trees

FromFemi Akinola, Lagos

FOLLOWING the Unfted Nations Scientific Findings
indicator that the world would need about 87 billion trees
before human beings can survive the consequences ofvari-
ous environmental abuses by people that has led to Climate
Change across the world, the management of the Stand-
ard Chartered Bank of Nigeria has supported tree planting
campaign in Lagos with 800 tress.

The Banks Head of Corporate Services, Mr. Diran
Olojo who made the donation of the trees to Lagos Com-
missioner for Environment, Muiz Banire, said the donation
and planting ofthe treesalong LateefJakande Road in Ikeja

and other notable road in the city is part ofthe bank’ cor-
porate responsibility to combat effects ofclimate change in
and enhance sustainable development in Lagos.

Olojo said that the trees are too important to human
life noting that aggressive tree planting remains one of
the major approaches to combat the menace of climate,
because trees according to him, give life to man by giving
us oxygen in exchange for carbon dioxide change, noting
that tree is the source ofman’ existence.

Responding to the donation by the bank, Banire
explained that tree planting is capable ofadding value to
our environment and provide fresh air, thereby reducing
cooling cost.

He said the state government, knowing the importance
oftrees to man’ existence recently, imported a giant trans-
planting machine from the United States of America to
make transplanting of trees from one region to the other
in the state possible.

In his own remark, the Coordinator ofthe Fight Against
Desert Encroachment, (FADE) Dr. Newton Jibunoh, who
accompanied the government officials to the venue of
planting exercise, stated that human activities have affected
the environment so badly that, there is an urgent need to
take measures that would mitigate its effects. He noted that
the effects of environmental abuses by people may be too
much to bear ifwe fail as a people to rise to the occasion.
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HG partners
environmental health
Service providersto

checkquackery

By Mustapha Suleiman

ENVIRONMENTAL Heath Officers
Registration Council (EHORECON) in
conjunction with Environmental Health
Service providers Association of Nigeria
(EHSPAN) have commenced moves
to prevent unregistered companies and
individuals from performing the roles of
health service providers in the country
without being duly registered by the
council.

ASpeaking at a press briefing held in
Abuja, National President of Environ-
mental Health Service Providers Asso-
ciation of Nigeria, ChiefH.A.C Anyadike
said that the association in conjunc-
tion with EHORECON in pursuant of
EHORECONSs mandate to take care ofthe
health service sector willnow monitor and
ensure that only registered health service
providers engage in the business.

Tower
o BBS

He said that, “In obedience to the man-
date, we responded positively which gave
birth to this association known as Environ-
mental Health Service Providers Associa-
tion of Nigeria (EHSPAN), membership is
drawn from managing directors ofcompa-
nies registered by EHORECON, by impli-
cation, therefore, you cannot practice or
engage in any cleaning, pest control, waste
management, etc without being registered
outfit by the council or subscribing mem-
ber ofthe association.”

He therefore called on companies and
individuals that have not registered with
the council to do so immediately and be
qualified to be admitted as a member of
service providers.

Anyadike said that the council has put
in place an easy access to regularize their
operations by establishing zonal offices at
Abuja and other geo-political zones ofthe
country to attend to prospective members.
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THE government of Nasarawa State under Abdullahi Adamu built this tour-
ist resort almost to completion, but the project has been abandoned for over

three years now.

Eco-tourism project abandoned at
Nasarawa/Plateau border

FromHir Joseph, Lafia

THICK grasses and shrubs have taken
over the nearly completed, multi-million
naira Eco-Tourism projects at the foot
of the Farin Ruwa Water Falls located at
the mountainous community of Mas-
sange in Farin Ruwa Development Area of
Nasarawa State.

The project was initiated by the admin-
istration of the last governor, Abdullahi
Adamu as part ofthatadministrationseco-
tourism development ofthe potentials that
lie vast but waste at the Nasarawa/Plateau
states. The state government initially initi-
ated the Farin Ruwa Tourism resort which
project was executed to near completion,
but had to expand it to an eco-tourism
projectwhich entails the provisioft ofsport-
ing facilities, the hotel and other attractions.

The administration’s lifecame to an end
in 2007, marking the end of the project
which is abandoned at the foot of one of
the worlds most attractive waterfalls.

Daily Trust observed during last week’s
visit that the project has been taken over
by thick grasses and shrubs, and is playing
host to reptiles and insects, just as it has
remained agrazing field for cattle.

When Governor Aliyu Akwe Doma
visited Kwarra, headquarters of the area,

recently, as part of his ongoing “Meet
the People Tour,” the*administrator of
the area, Barrister1Daijida Ngwai sought
the state government to implement the
Farin Ruwa Eco-Tpgyism master plan,
construct roads, ljfld'ges and culverts to
link Kwarra with the border communi-
ties including Massange and Marhai.

A community leader, the Madaki
Mama, Alhaji Audu Li*gu also made a
case for the security of the border com-
munities, insisting that security threats
in the area can best be tackled if gov-
ernment makes its presence through the
provision of physical structures.

State Information commissioner,
Barrister Mamman Alakayi said he is
barely three months in office, Which
m~kes it difficult for him to know if
the Eco-Tourism project is among the
inherited abandoned projects Governor
Doma promised completion this fiscal
year. Christened “Budget of Reality”,
the 2010 Budget which capital expendi-
ture of N40,646,265,383 represents 60
percent of the entire years budgetary
expenditure, has outlined the “comple-
tion of inherited abandoned projects
considered essential for socio-economic
development of the state” as one of its
policy thrust in 2010.

FCT Minister tasks area couhcils on

sanitation

By Nasir Imam

TOWARDS ensuring that the whole ofthe
Federal Capital Territory is kept clean, the
FCT Administration has concluded arrange-
mentto partner with the six FCT AreaCoun-
cils on environmental sanitation.

To this end, the FCT Minister Senator
Bala Mohammed has directed the Abuja
Environmental Protection Board (AEPB) to
Partner with the six Area Councils in the
to immediately commence holding regular
environment sanitation in their respective
areas as a way of making the environment
safe and habitable for the residents.

The Minister gave the directive during
a familiarization tour of the six FCT Area
Councils.

Senator Mohammed who was repre-
sented by his Special Assistant On Area
Council Affairs, Hon Boloubo Orufa, who
was in Gwagalada Area Council, noted that
modalities would be spelt out to ensure that

all the area councils comply with the direc-
tive on holding regular sanitation in nook
and crannies ofthe Federal Capital Territory.

He urged the Abuja Environmental Pro-
tection Board as well as the six area coun-
cils to live up to expectation ofthe people by
making the environment clean and good in
order to avert the outbreak of diseases.

His words “cleanness is next to Godli-
ness as we all know in holy Books as well
norms and values of our society” adding “
Abuja is very important to us and we can-
not afford to allow it to become dirty and
disorganized.

The Minister solicited for understand-
ing and cooperation of the Chairmen of
the area councils to always keep their areas
clean by steadily evacuating solid and liquid
wastes on daily basis.

He assured them of his support to
achieve the environmental cleanliness and
sanitation in the Area Councils and satellite
towns ofthe Territorv.
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Nigeria needs PhD holders as
primary school teachers-NT| boss

Dr Aminu Ladan Sharehu isthe Director General of National Teachers Institute (NTI). In this
interview with Daily Trust, he spoke on the institute's degree programme which was put on
hold on the instructions ofthe Minister of Education Professor Rugayyatu Ahmed Rufa'l,
among other things. Excerpts:

By Abdullahi M Gulloma
HE NTI has been in

| Iexistence for more than

sthree decades. What has
it contributed to the education
sector and what would you say
are the challenges facing the
institute?

The contributions of NTI to
the education sector ofthe coun-
try are enormous. The institute
has done pretty well in producing
teachers at primary and second-
ary school levels.

One of the major challenges
facing the NTI is the need to
ensure quality of our activities.
That was what has made me to
come up with what I called five-
point agenda when | assumed
duty as the Director General of
the institute.

‘The purpose of the agenda
is to look at the problems fac-
ing the institute and see how we
can address them, especially the
issue of quality of our training
programmes. We are addressing
them now and we are really see-
ing positive results.

H OW is the institute
addressing the issue of
quality of its training

programmes?

The first item on our five-
point agenda is enhancement
of the quality of programmes
in the institute. We have actu-
ally put a number of measures
to improve the quality of these
programmes.

For instance, we instituted a
number of additional monitor-
ing and assessment measures.
We now engaged the services of
what we called Quality Assur-
ance Assessors. This is a group
of people who are highly expe-
rienced in the area ofeducation
who are engaged tq go round
to assess the quality of what we
do and write report and bring
to us. And we use these reports
to improve on the quality of the
programme that we will imple-
ment in the future.

We also introduced a system
whereby the Governing Coun-
cil of the institute and the Min-
istry of Education are involved
in monitoring the programme
we conduct in the institute. That
is also another way of ensuring
quality of our programmes so
that people will practically see
what we are doing and tell us
where we are doing well so that
we can improve on them and
where we are lacking so that we

>

can address the problem areas.

We also looked at the areas
where we were lacking in our
manuals which we distribute to
the students. We have addressed
a number of areas where we
noticed some problems. The
institute has also gone into the
areas ofassessingthe needs ofthe
teachers and carried out evalua-
tion exercise on how our train-
ing programmes impacted on the
teachers.

N TI’S primary responsi-
bility is to train teach-
ers for the country.

Recently the Education Min-

ister said that halfof Nigerian

teachers are not qualified.

Don’t you see that as an indict-

ment?

The NTI has taken bold
measures to address this prob-
lem. First is the step taken to
improve on what we called the
Continuing Professional Devel-
opment of teachers across the
country. This is one area that is
aimed at improving the quality
of our teachers. It is the kind of
programme that is being con-
ducted in each of the 36 states
ofthe federation and the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT), and we
often seize this opportunity at
all times to call on state govern-
ments to partner with us so that
we can improve the quality ofour
teachers.

If all state governments
cooperate with us in the Con-
tinuing Professional Devel-
opment of teachers exercise, |
believe in the next few years to
come you will notice some dra-
matic positive changes in our
teachers. Their cooperation is
necessary in this regard because
once teachers’knowledge is not
updated on the modern skills
ofteaching, there isno way you
will ensure quality.

Another area we are looking
into is to upgrade the qualifica-
tion ofteachers. Teachers’ quali-
fication needs to be upgraded
from one level of education to
another. Just like a worker stag-
nates in an office so also a teacher
stagnates once his or her knowl-
edge isnot improved.

For instance, if our teachers
remain with Grade Il or NCE
certificates, certainly there is
no way you can ensure quality.
There should be a way in which
to support those that have Grade
Il to update their knowledge to
have NCE certificate. In fact, not
just for them to have the certifi-

cates but for the education to go
through them and notthem to go
through the education.

Again, those who have
the NCE certificates should
be encouraged to have Bach-
elor of Education degrees and
even Masters and PhD degrees.
There is nothing wrong in hav-
inga number ofour teachers in
primary and secondary schools
with Masters and PhD degrees.
In fact, these are the kind of
qualifications Nigeria need for
its teachers in primary and post-
primary schools to ensure sound
and quality education for the citi-
zenry.

Therefore, the National
Teachers Institute needs to be
supported by governments and
all stakeholders in the education
sectorsothat we can have quality
teachers with Masters and PhD
degrees in primary and second-
ary schools in the country.

T HE institute was asked
to halt its degree pro-
gramme by the Educa-

tion Minister and reposition

for efficiency. Was it a sign of
failure or that the institute is
not living to its mandate?

I think what motivated the

Education Minister to say we

should halt the introduction of

6 6
ments cooperate with us

Ifall state govern-

inthe Continuing Profes-
sional Development of
teachers exercise, | believe
inthe nextfew yearsto
come you will notice
some dramatic positive
changesinourteach-
ers.Their cooperation is
necessary in this regard
because once teachers'
knowledge isnot updated
on the modem skillsof
teaching, there isnoway
you will ensure quality.

our degree programmes is for us
to improve the quality of what
we are doing, especially the NCE

Dr Aminu Ladan Sharehu

certificates we are awarding.

She didnt say we should
abandon it completely, but that
we should halt the degree pro-
gramme until when we go a little
bit further on the repositioning
exercise we are currently doing.
Later on we can look into the
introduction ofthe degree pro-
gramme. That is what she said
and | quite agree with her.

H OW many teachers has
the NTI produced since
its establishment and

how many areyou looking atin

the next two to three years?

The National Teachers Insti-
tute actually started producing
teachers in 1976, when it was
established. Since that time, the
institute has been producing a
number of teachers in different
levels. That is certification of
teachers at Grade Il level when
it started and later on the intro-
duction of National Certificate
in Education and certification of
Post-graduate Diploma students
in education.

Some of the students cur-
rently doing this programme
have Masters and even PhD and
professors who are teachers in
universities, polytechnics and
other tertiary institutions but do
not have the professional teach-
ing skills or good teaching cer-
tificate. They enrolled into our
programme so that they can be

drilled to acquire the basic pro-
fessional teaching qualification.

We also have -Advanced
Diploma in Education, which
produces teachers in specialized
areas like Guidance and Coun-
selling, School Supervision and
anumber of specialized areas in
education. The qualification for
you to be admitted into the Post-
graduate Diploma is first degree
and above.

There is a specialized pro-
gramme that we are about to
commence and it is tagged
“Strengthening  Mathematics
and Science Education Teach-
ers in Nigeria.” It is a specialized
programme that is intended to
train all mathematics and science
education teachers in the coun-
try. Itis abig programme for the
institute.

The institute is also collabo-
rating with anumber ofinterna-
tional organizations like National
Open University of UK, the
Commonwealth of Learning and
so on. We collaborate with them
to produce our academic pro-
grammes, especially the training
manuals which are unique.

Our training manuals are
unique in the sense that it is a
collection of experiences of a
number of African countries.
There is no university, polytech-
nic or any tertiary institutions in
this country that you can find
this kind of rich manuals.

# i
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Intercontinental
Bank introduces
undergraduates'
competition
FromChris Agabi, Lagos

THE management of Intercon-
tinental Bank Pic has instituted
an essay competition for under-
graduates in the nation’ tertiary
institutions as part of activities
to commemorate Nigerias 50th
independence.

A statement from the bank
quoted the management as say-
ing that the development would
afford the bank another opportu-
nity to say thank you to its numer-
ous customers for their unflinch-
ing and continued support and
patronage.

The competition is expected
to commence this month and will
run titl September.

LG boss tasks
teachers on
dedication

CHAIRMAN of Langtang-
North Local Government of Pla-
teau State Mr Bintim Brain Dadi
has called on the 200 teachers
recently employed by the coun-
cil to be dedicated to their duties
and demonstrate professionalism
in the classroom.

Mr Dadi made the call while
presenting letters ofappointment
to the teachers who were engaged
primarily to improve on the pri-
mary education standard in the
area.

One ofthe teachers Mr Dom-
chang Tali said they will do every-
thing possible to meet the expec-
tations ofthe council.

|dah poly
commissions library,
entrepreneurial
development centre

THE Federal Polytechnic Idah has
commissioned its central library
and Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment Centre (EDC). The centre
was commissioned by His Attah
Igala, Dr Aliyu O. Obaje.

The Attah lgala, who was rep-
resented by a member of the tra-
ditional council, Odekina Attah,
ChiefSamaila Inah Obaje,»said he
will to give the polytechnic maxi-
mum support for it to meet the
growing technological needs of
the nation.

Chairman of the Governing
Council of the polytechnic, Air
Commodore Peter Ndabake Gana
(retired), solicited the support of
members ofthe polytechnic com-
munity and other stakeholders in
the efforts to move the polytech-
nic forward.
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College expels 18 students formisconduct

ABOUT 18 students ofthe Fed-
eral College of Education (Tech-
nical) Bichi have been expelled for
examination malpractice, Prov-
ost ofthe college Alhaji Ibrahim
Jubril, has said.

Jubril stated this in Bichi when
the Senate Committee on Educa-

tion visited the institution.

He said 26 cases ofexamination
misconduct had been recorded
since 2007, saying that two of
the culprits were rusticated, four
were warned, results of five were
cancelled while three others were
“advised appropriately”

The provost, however, said
that the institution had not
recorded any case of cultism.

He cited water shortage,
inadequate classrooms and
non-completion of the site’s
handover process by the Kano
State Ministry of Education as

problems confronting the insti-
tution.

In his remarks, Chairman
of the committee, Senator Abu-
bakar Bagudu, said the lawmak-
ers would ensure that more funds
were allocated to the education
sector.

CROSS section of Bukhari Islamiyya students during the Qur'an graduation ceremony at Giginyu, Nassarawa L >cal Government

Kano on Sunday.

Academic technologists
seek ETFs intervention
funds

FEDERAL Government has been
called upon to expand the scope of
the Education Trust Fund (ETF)
intervention programmesto cover
the training and retraining oftech-
nologists in the country.

The call was contained in a
statement issued by the National
Association of Academic Tech-
nologists (NAAT).

The statement, jointly signed
by the General Secretary of the
association Alhaji Sani Suleiman
and the Public Relations Officer
(PRO) Amana Albert Amana said
that the ETF intervention pro-
grammes are laudable and should
be extended to technologists.

19 students for international
mathematics, science Olympiads

StoriesbyAboullahi M Gulloa

TWENTY four students drawn
from secondary schools across
the country will be sponsored by
the Federal Govemment through
the National Mathematical Cen-
tre (NMC) to represent Nigeria in
the different categories ofthe 2010
mathematics and science Olym-
piads that will take place in Kaza-
khstan, Crotia, Korea and Canada
this month.

Already, Onah Pius Aje of Saint
Gabriel Secondary School Makurdi
and Henry Amobi ofNigerian Turk-
ish International College Kano won

Legal studies institute begins distant
learning programmes

By Adelarmia Barmgboye

THE Nigeria Institute of Advance
Legal Studies has installed e-learn-
ing facilities for distant teaching
and learning, Director General of
the institute, Professor Epiphany
Azinge, has said.

Azinge told journalists in
Abujathatthosewho cannotcome
to the institute can avail themselves
ofthe opportunity offered through
the virtual library and e-leaming
centre.

On the funding of the insti-
tute, Azinge said N21 million was
approved for capital expenditure
in 2009 which was the highest ever,
and that the institute was able to
secure approval ofN276 million as
capital for the year under review.

He revealed that for the first
time an official website for the
institute has been launched,
stressing that information about
the institute can be accessed and
downloaded.

Azinge also revealed that the
institute is working on induct-
ing the first black South African
President, Nelson Mendela or the
first Prime Minister of Singapore
Hucon Lii in its Hall of Fame for
their contributions in law and
human rights.

“Under my administration, we
have established the NIALS Hall of
Fame to honour individuals that
have made monumental contribu-
tions in the field oflaw and related
disciplines, particularly those
areas thatimpact on humanity.

goldand silver medals respectivelyat
the Pan African Mathematics Olym-
piads (PAMO), which took place in
Ivory Coast lastmonth.

Minister of Education Professor
Rugayyatu Ahmed Rufa’i expressed
satisfaction with the performance
ofthe team that just returned from
the competition in Ivory Coast, and
enjoined the teams that will partici-
pate in the forthcoming Olympiads
tobegood ambassadors ofthe coun-
try and come back with laurels.

She said mathematics and sci-
ences occupy strategic place in the
educational system, and described
the students’performance asa great

sourceofencouragementto govern-
ment

She commended the National
Mathematical Centre for promot-
ing the study of mathematics and
sciences, and .assured the centre of
the continued support ofthe Edu-
cation Ministry.

In his remarks, Director General
ofthe centre, Professor Sam Alesaki
the students were selected based on
their brilliant performances at Vari-
ous competitions organized by the
centre. He said the students have
proven themselves capable ofrepre-
senting Nigeria at the international
competition,

Complaints

NECO,PLEASE PAYOUR ALLOWANCE

WE supervised NECO May/June 2008 examination but

still we haven't been paid the meagre allowance. We don't

know who holds our money.

IBRAHIM Musa Kano
08064890095
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EXTERNAL VACANCY

ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Nigeria announces the following vacancy

1. Post Title: ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT Level of post:
National United Nations
Volunteer

Type of contract: UNV Service Contract

Location: Abuja, Nigeria

Number of positions: 1

Duration: One Year (with possibility of
renewal)

Closing date: 15 July 2010

For further details on the job description and application
process, please visit http://mwwv.no.undp,org/iobkshtml
and submit applications. \

I

UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in
terms of gender, nationality and culture. Individuals‘from
minority groups, indigenous groups and persons with
disabilities are equally encouraged to apply. Qualified
women are highly encouraged to apply All applicatipns
will be treated with the strictest confidence.

ADVERTORIAL

NIGER STATE GOVERNMENT/UNDP 7thCOUNTRY PROGRAMME

1. The Niger State Govemment is ctesiroufc of implementing the NGSG/UNDP T Country
Programme (2010) under the Capacity for Governance, Capacity for Economic Governance
and Environmentand Risk Reduction programmes.

2, inview ofthe above, the State is invitihg competent and reputable companies/ members ofthe
Academia, NGOs, CBOs, and Consultants to submit proposals for each ofthe activities listed
beiow:

LOT1. ReviewReportandformulate Policy on renewable energy
LOT2. Designand produce State Farmer's guide
LOT3. Review reporton Climate Change, design and produce adaptation strategies and Action

LOT81. Design and implement training for Resident DUE process Teams on Managing

LOTB2. Capacity building for LGA Chairmen and state officiate on Accountabilty and
Transparency in Local GovemmentAdministration

LOT 83. Facilitate Accountability sessions (Town Hall meetings) on Local Govemment
Administration and Budgetimplementation in the three zones ofthe state

LOTBA4. Design and Implement Training programme for planning officiate on mainstreaming cross
cutting issues of Gender, HIV/A!IDs and Environmentinto state developmentplans

LOT 85. Design Technical capacity building for state officials on the development of Medium Term

DevelopmentPlans {MTDPs)
LOT 86, Produce the 2009 Niger State Millennium Development Goals Report (MDGR)

LOTBY. Organize Sensitization workshop for Farmer Associations and Cooperatives on
commodity exchange village and enhanced productivity.

LOT 88, Capacity Building on Gender Mainstreaming in conflict prevention and peace building

LOT 89: Training for state statistical officers on primary data collection and reporting of
relatedissues

3. Seeking Proposals in two separate envelops (Technical and Financial) marked “2010
NGSG/UNDP 7* Country Programme” should be submitted within two (2) weeks from the date
of this publication complying strictly with UNDP’s Process and Programme Implementation
Guidelines which can be obtained from the UNDP Nigeria website

4. TATe?ms rf RSw”celTOR) far each activity can be obtained from M&E Unit/Programme
Committee Secretariat.

5. All submissions should be made to the State Outcome Committee
Paiko Road, Adj. FRSC ofBce. Minna.

No. 6,

The Chairperson

State Outcome Committee

C/O Ministry of Budget and Economic Planning
NIGER State Secretariat


http://www.no.undp,orq/iobkshtml

BWARI AREA COUNCIL, FCT

P .M.B, 5032, Wuse, Abuja

INVITATION TO TENDER

Qurref: sac/aom/1460/1x10/t0lo  Date: 30/06/2010

Bwari Area Council hereby invites tenders from reputable
companies/contractors for the execution ofthe following jobs:

Lot 1 - Construction of Drainage Line and Road Asphalt Overlay along
Byazhtn Primary School, Road measuring 0.55km in distance

Lot 2 - Re-Roofing ofBwari Township Mini Stadium

Lot 3 - Construction of a Prototype Primaiy Healthcare Centre (Type It) at
Kawult

Lot 4 - Construction of Drainage Line and Asphalt Overlay of Market
Square Road Ushafa measuring 0.59km in distance

BID REQUIREMENTS:
I Evidence of Registration with the CAC

If. Evidence of Registration with )3AC

iii. Up-to-date Tax Clearance

V. Evidence of Similar Jobs Executed

V. Evidence of payment of Tender Fee 0f N15,000.00 only

Companies/contractors are enjoined to collect the following tender details:
a. Drawing (where necessary)

b. AUrvpnced Bills of Quantities

C. Structural Engineer’s Details and Specifications

They are also enjoined to visit and inspect the site before the submission of
their tender. Note that all payments must be by bank draft payable to Bwari
Area Council, FCT.

For further enquiries, please contact the Tenders Board, Bwari Area
Council, FCT.

Tender lastfrom Wednesday 3(T Juneto Thursday 15%aJuly, 2010.

Signed:
Management,
Bwari Area Council, FCT

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF WATER RESOURCES
UPPER BENUE RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(UBRBDA), YOLA

MBAMBA-FUFORE ROAD, P.M.B. 2086, YOLA, ADAMAWA STATE,
Entail:

Eli INY-nAHON FOR TECHNICALA)@'\\% FINANCIAL B»>S FOR PROJECTS t'NDER FA

Wt U UPKOSRI U IO\ t\S Uii NON ) UIA IRt Si THIM) \\ \ltts
0s:- MW ;nl«VSHMI \S!HI IH)IKM 1l
3 MA\:2w)i:<AI>)Ki)NIi

This Nofisc is fornndien of the general public interested m the Year 2010 Frocnrtnxnt

exercise ofthe Authority aridhave responded orintend torespond tooaradvertsof 27* M»y 201® in the Daily
Trust (Pages 46 & 47) and Thisday Newspapers of29* May 2019 f Pages 64 & 65), as weiS its the Federal
TendersJournalof 31*May 2019 (voi,6, No, i I pages44&45),

1.
8.

h,
i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
C.

in.
iv.

L

fit
iv.

vL

20.

The general public is accordingly invitedto stolethe Mowing:
The collection and submission of the Technical and Financial bid documents is hereby
extended to Thursday. 22 July 2010by 12.00».m;
Lot 26isas been redesigned as:
Lot 26A (ConstructionofHand Pump Boreholes in Maiha LGA);
Lot26B (ConstructionofHand Pump Boreholes in Madagali LGA):
Lot 26C (ConstructionofHand Pump Boreholes in Michifcu LGA);
Lot260 (Constructiono fHand Pump Boreholes in Mubi North); and
Lot 268 (ConstructionofHand Pump Boreholes mMubi South LGA) inAdamawa State,
Lot 46(A) initially advertised as Construction project will now he Consultancy Services for
Study and Design of Medium Earth darnin Old M»ri, Karim I.amklo LGA, Twraba State;
and
The Consultancy Services for Year 2010 and Tor which the Authority is inviting Technical
proposals asearlieradvertisedare therefore lotted as follows:
' ljat45 Studyaisi.DesigB ofChans Dam and irrigation, Gombe State
Ixit46 A Study and Design o fSmalt Earth Dam in Old Muri. K/Lamido LGA
Tarabe State
LotSS Stisdy and.Design ofMidium Eanfc Dam issPisdtga, Gombe State
> Lot SSSupervision ofthe Construction oFfemna-Gassol Road, GassoL Taraha
State. *
Lot57 Suj”vision for Completion ofthe Construction ofJCafcmgo Earth Dam,
Kaltungo LGA, Gombe Slate
Tendsr Fees forsll the lotshave been reviewed as follows:
Lot*1,2,3,4,8,9,10,18,19,23,24,25,26A, 26B, 26C.26D, 26E, 27,28,29, 32,37,42.43,
44 .46B.and 50 willbe soldai atenderpriccol N10.Q00.00 each:
ton 6,7, U, 12, 13,14.15,16,17,20,30,31,33,34,35,36,35J9,40,4 |.,47*nd 49 will be soldat a
tender price 0fN20,000.00 each,
Lots5,21,22,22,54 and 55 will be sold at atenderpriceofN25.000.00 each;
Lot 5! willbesoldat»tesderprieeofM3S,iM)0,00;
Lots 48 and 52 will be sold at t tender price of N40.000.00 each; and
Lot 53 will be sold at a tender price ofNSO,000,00,

Interested bidders should therefore continue to collect Tender documents front the Authority’s
Head Quarters in Yola, Adamawa State in line with ali [he requirements earlier advertised.

(Signed)
Engr Peter Y. Manjuk.
Ag Executive Director (Operations)
Far: Managing Director
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NIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL

NO. 26, BISSAU STREET, ZONE 6, WUSE, PMB. 377, GARKI, ABUJA.
Tel: 07098211665; ©7098211667; 07098211669
E-mail: iiigprt~sco«ncil”™ y'ahtio.com, j
Website: wvtw.nigprtsscoaacil.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE FOR
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

This is to inform the genera! public particularly interested candidates
for the vacant positions advertised by the Nigerian Press Council in
the Daily TrustofJune 14,2010 and The Guardian of June 15,2010
that the closing date for the submission of applications have
been extended,

The newdate is asfollows:
loosing date for submissionfor vacantpositions -  Monday, July
30,2010.

ALL OTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE !

ADVERTISEMENTS REMAIN VALID. A)

SIGNED:
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL

NIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL

NO. 26, BISSAU STREET, ZONE 6, WUSE, PMB. 377, GARKI, ABUJA.
Tel: 07008211665; 07090211667; 07008211669
E-mail: nigpresssiounctl@y8hoo.com, i
Website: www,niffi>fess€Ouncll,Or'a

PUBLIC NOTICE

EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF
APPLICATIONS FOR PREQUALIFICATION FOR BIDS

This is to inform the general public particularly interested
Companies or Contractors for the invitation for Bids advertised by
the Nigerian Press Council in the DailyTl’UStofJune 14,2010 and
The Guardian of June 15, 2010 that the closing date for the
submission ofapplication for prequalification have been extended.

Furthermore,allCompanies interested inthe biding forthe contracts
shallcomply with the Pension Act

The new date isas follows:
i Closing date for submission of applications for
prequalification - Monday,July 30,2010,

ALLOTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE
ADVERTISEMENTS REMAIN VALID.

SIGNED:
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL


mailto:nigpresssiounctl@y8hoo.com
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CITY NEWS

Run away wife:

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513
email: citynews@dailytrust.com

Husband

seeks children's custody

By OgechiOhalee

A middle aged man,David Adig-
idzi .yesterday approached a
Grade 1Areacourtsitting at Kado
Estate Abuja to assistin getting the
custody his two children which,
according to him, his wife Veronica
David Adigidzi, absconded with.
David told the court that on
May 1,2010, when he came back

Courtorders CBN
cooperative to
stop work at site
ByCechiChelee

AN Abuja Area Court has ordered
the CentralBankofNigeriaCooper-
ative Societyto stopworkataproject
site in Wumba District, Abuja, fol-
lowing a suit instituted by Ado Leo
and Festus Umeoye, both contrac-
tors engaged by the cooperative
societyto supply materials atthe site.

The court wastold that the siteis
athreekilometerroad networkwith
drainage and culverts that is located
at Imani CBN Multipurpose Coop-
erative Society Housing Project at
Wumba District, Abuja.

Both applicants had taken the
case to court over non payment by
CBN Cooperative Society for the
materials supplied at the site, which
they alleged is currently being used
by En-Pearl Limited, Mr Ayeni of
Joma Invest Limited, David Aboyebi,
Kasim Tukur, Imani and Sons Lim-
ited and CBN Cooperative Society.

At the hearing yesterday, Nnae-
meka Ejiofor representing the plain-
tiffs /applicants, informed the court
that despite the order restraining the
defendants from continuingworkat
the site, was still goingon.

Al the counsels representing the
defendants undertook to ensure
compliancewiththe courtorderand
Judge A. Bello adjourned the caseto
July 2 for arguments on the motion
on notice to be heard.

In a related development,an
Abuja High Court presided over by
Justice Senchihas askedthe policeto
apologize publicly to one Obi Adol-
phus for detaining him and his wife
on false allegation withoutjustifica-
tion, and causing them to abandon
the under aged children ofbetween
5to 3years from May 29 to June 4,
2009. Mr Adolphus had instituted a
case againstthe police, attorney-gen-
eral ofthe federation and one Boni-
face Eze, for the enforcement ofhis
fundamental human rights.

Eze, atenant ofthe applicant had
accused his landlord ofbeing arob-
bery suspect, which prompted the
detention.

The courtalso ordered Ezeto pay
N 1 million to Mr Adolphus for the
damages caused him and his wife.

1

from Mina, he discovered that
his wife had packed his property
including their two children to an
unknown destination, saying that
since then, she has denied him
access to the children.

The two children are Christabel
Adigidki 3, and Emmanuel Adig-
idzi, 1

“I reported the matter to the
Wuye Police station so as to find

out where she is but to no avail. |
later got a call from the Human
Rights Commission that | should
cometo their office forsettlement
with my wife,” he said.

He said after listening to both of
them, the Commission instructed
his wife to allow him access to the
children, a directive which his
wife did not comply with. He said
his wife insults him whenever he

called to talk to the children.

David said: “l want my children
back to school because I have paid
their school fees.”

Counsel to Veronica, Barrister
Abbah-Agor urged the court to
give them time to explore the pos-
sibility of settling the matter out of
court.

The presiding Judge, Abdul
Bello adjourned the case to July 12.
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Senate backs
FCTA's ban on
prostitution

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

SENATE Committee on.Women
Affairs has declared support for
the ban on prostitution placed
by the Federal Capital Terri-
tory Administration (FCTA) in
Abuja.

Speaking to City News yester-
day, Chairman ofthe committee,
Senator Eme Ufot Ekaette (PDP,
Akwa Ibom) said the Senate is in
support ofthe move to rid Abuja
ofcommercial sexporkers lining
the city’s streets at night.

She said “I congratulate the
Minister for this action and |
want to urge the FCTA not to
relent on this effort. They must
ensure that the girlsLget off the
streets because if,is {embarrass-
ing to this counUfC'

Ekaette said me FCTA should
provide skills training opportu-
nities for those prostitutes wish-
ing to be helped. “Some of them
dont even want to $e trained
because they see prostitution as
a way to make quick and easy
money”, she said. ,

She said the Senate will also
look at ways to legislate on pos-
sible prohibition of prostitution
in the entire country and to make
it punishable under the law. '
> “It was in line with the effort
to stem the problem of prostitu-
tion that we came up with a bill
on indecent dressing which did
not scale through. Stopping pros-
titution has to begin with ensur-
ing that girls and women dress
decently,” Ekaette said.

She called on all ladies engag-
ing in prostitution to dump the
act as they are exposing them-
selves to ri'l; of contracting
HIV/AIDS .iid other sexually
transmitted diseases.

Customers accuse cooperative society of absconding with their money

By Romoke W Ahmed

CUSTOMERS have raised alarm
overthe disappearance with their
monies by a cooperative society
known as Leadership Coopera-
tive Society located at Mararaba
in Nasarawa State.

One of the customers, Mr.
Suleiman Simon who spoke
with City News, said the opera-
tors ofthe society vanished since
last year after collecting money
from them without honoring an
agreement to grant loans to their
unsuspecting customers.

Narrating his ordeal, Simon
said he opened an account with
the Leadership Cooperative Soci-
ety in August 2009 with N 1,000
and continued paying into the
account every day till November
of the same year with the inten-
tion ofgetting loan from them as

.promised.

He said: “They told me that |
am going to get double of what-
ever amount | save as loan so |
tried and paid up to N54,000 for
that period”.

He said when it was time to
get the loan, he went back in
November of the same year for
the promised loan only to be told
him that the cheque they took to
the bank was paid into another
person’s account and that he
should give them time to sort
things out with the bank.

“Thereafter, they started
promising and begging us to
be patient with them which we
did but early December when |
went back, there was nobody in
the office again and all their tel-
ephone numbers were switched
off,” he added.

Simon said that in December
of the same year, he received a
text message from them, prom-

ising to start paying them by
January 18, 2010 and that when
he went there on the said date
nobody was there except their
other customers who also got
the alert.

But instead of paying the cus-
tomers they brought anew man-
ager who told the customers that
they have sacked all their staff
and that they want to recruit
new people to continue with the
work and as "well promised to
pay them as soon as they start
operation.

He also lamented that they
started collecting money from
people again without refunding
their customers money and dis-
appeared again after collecting
money from different set of peo-
ple in February this year.

“When | saw them in Febru-
ary | sued them to court and they
promised to refund my money

and that of other customers and
the judge gave them the chance
by adjourning the case but since
then they have disappeared
again. |1 am telling you this so
that other innocent Nigerians
who are striving to make ends
meet would beware ofthis group
of fraudsters because I learnt they
have offices across the country”
he said.

At the resumed hearing of the
case filed against the society at
the Nyanya Customary Court
yesterday, the Presiding Judge,
Hauwa Yilwa of Nyanya said
efforts by the court, complainant
and his counsel to serve the man-
agement of the society a hearing
notice after the first time proved
abortive as the office is always
under locked.

She adjourned the case indef-
initely until they were able to
serve them with the notice.
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Man, 29, remanded in prison custody

ByBunmi Onolehin

AN  Abuja Upper Area
j Court, Tuesday remanded a
29 year- old man, Uba Tan-
imu, forallegedlystealing cell
phones and money belong-
ing one Helen Nnabues.

Uba of Angwan Rogo
and two others at large were
alleged to have invaded
Helens house and made
away with five cellphones
and N330,030 cash.

Prosecutor Malik Taiwo
had informed the court that
on February22,2010, Helen
reported at the Lugbe Police
Station that the accused and
two others at large invaded
herhouse at Lugbe with dan-
gerous weapons and made
away with her children¥’ five
phones and N330,030 cash,
adding that the value ofthe
stolen items was not yet
known.

The prosecutor further

stated that the accused per-
son and others still at large
went back to the same house
on March 7, for another rob-
bery but were caught in the
process by a police patrol
team.

“During investigation,
the accused confessed to
have committed the offence
and that he had received his
share of the stolen money.
The offences are punishable
under Sections 96 and 296 of
the Penal Code Law.

When the charges \yere
read to the accused,’ he
pleaded not guilty and
requested for bail which was
objected to by the prosecutor
on the ground the his accom-
plices are still at large.

Judge Ump  Yusuf
Kagarko ordered that the
accused be  remanded
in prison custody and
adjournedthe caseto August
6, for hearing.

PDP faults AC petition on Abaji poll

By Ogechi Chalee

COUNSEL to the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
ChiefKarina Tunyan (SAN)
has filed preliminary objec-
tions urging the election tri-
bunal to strike-outapetition
filed by the Action Congress
(AC), AbdulRahaman Ajiya
ajfid Alhaji IbrahimMoham-
med over the Abaji council
election.

The PDP lawyer told the
court that the petitioners
failed to comply with the
mandatory requirements
under paragraph 4 (3) (b) of
the 1st schedule ofthe Elec-
toral Act 2006.

Other points raised were
that the petition was not
signed by any of the three
petitioners or by any solici-

tor named at the foot ofthe
election petition; the peti-
tioner failed/ or neglected
to attest to the petition by
signing same personally
and attesting to it before the
secretary ofthe tribunal; the
petition was presented by
two different counsel from
two separate chambers, all
notmentioned at the foot of
the petition by the petition-
ersor/any ofthe petitioners.
The PDP counsel sup-
ported his motion with 20
pages ofrelevant authorities,
to which counsel for the AC,
Mr Omar Musa, argued the
motion by the PDP and said
they were based on mere
technicalities of law and the
petition competent to be
heard. The tribunal fixed July
20 to rule on the objection.
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'How we steal cell
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phones from
motorists, commuters’

By Usrmen A Bello & Hussein
Yehaya

MR.JOHN (not real name)
heard a loud bang on the
boot of his Toyota Camry
while driving home along
Wuse market after a hec-
tic days work. Thinking
he was hit by another car
from’ behind, he rushed
out to check. But before he
could shut his door car to
see what the problem was, a
pick pocket had dipped his
hand into his vehicle and
made away with his cell-
phone that was kept on the
dash board.

John experience is just
one out of several that
abound in Wuse market
and other Bus stops in the
city on a daily basis. Resi-
dents and commuters who
either walk along the Wuse
market or wait to board
vehicles at the bus are dis- -
posed of their belongings
by hoodlums who deploy
different tactics to perfect
their criminal act.

While some of the pick
pockets are lucky to get
away with their stolen
items, others who are not
so lucky end up in police
cell and even prison cus-
tody.

The hoodlums always
carry out this activity in the
evening time when com-
muters are struggling hard
to board a vehicle to their
destinations after a hectic
work. Now listen to some
of the confessions made by
the hoodlums before court
proceeding.

One of the hoodlums
Bashir Abubakar who was
convicted for stealing a
handbag from a woman’
car narrated how they
carry out their nefarious
activities.

“As you know, there
is heavy traffic along the
Wuse market and Wuse
bus stop area in the eve-
nings, hence we always sta-
tion ourselves in the area
and watch to see any vehicle
whose door windscreens
are notwind up.”

“Whenever we dis-
cover that the windscreen
is opened due to the slow
pace oftraffic, we check the
dash board and front seat
of such vehicle while still
on traffic to know whether
its owner either kept a cell-
phone or hand bag on it.
Once we notice that, we
would signal one ofus who
is always on standby to hit
the boot of the car so hard
for the occupant of such
vehicle to believe he was
hit by another vehicle from
behind. And we would also

PICK pocketing.

shout: Oga dem don hit
your motto!”

He said as soon as the
occupant who was oblivi-
ous of their intention
opens his or her door to
check what happened to
his car, one of their mem-
bers standing by will pick
whatever that is kept on the
dash board or seat and flee.

Another hoodlum, Abu-
bakar lawal, who was sen-
tenced to three weeks for
stealing a Nokia handset
from a commuter at Wuse
Bus stop also narrated how
they pick items from com-
muters’ bags.

According to him, they
always go in group in order
to effectively distract atten-
tion and at the same time
attract unsuspecting com-
muters while waiting to
board vehicles to their des-
tinations. “Attimes we cre-
ate a scene at the bus stop
by pretending to be fighting
with ourselves and by doing
so, passengers will not
fully concentrate on their
belongings while watching
the stage managed fight,”
he said.

He said while the sup-
posed fightis goes on, other
gang members who pretend

to be on-lookers get busy
opening ladies’ bags as well
asdipping hands nto men%s
pockets to dispose them of
their items.

“When one of us is
unzipping the victim’s Bag
or dipping his hand into a
victims pocket, other gang
members will be push-
ing such victim so that he
or she may not feel a hand
creeping into his or her bag
or trousers pocket” he nar-
rated.

Ukachukwu Obike who
was sentenced to 14 days
imprisonment  for cell
phone theft also revealed
to City News another tactic
used by them.

In his words; “Some of
us pretend to be passengers
waiting to board vehicles
while other gang mem-
bers would be shouting
the names of various satel-
lite towns in Abuja. This is
a trick we employ to make
people believe we are con-
ductors as soon as a vehicle
arrives to pick passengers.

Spokesman of the FCT
Police Jimoh Moshood
said the Police command
has deviced various means
to curb the incessant cases
ofcell phone theftbyhood-
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lums within the FCT.

He said apart from estab-
lishing apolice out post sta-
tion at the market, the com-
mand has also approved
three patrol teams to be
stationed at different loca-
tions arourid the market
and bus stops.

“One ofthe patrol teams
is stationed around Zone
6 traffic junction, another
by the entrance ofthe Mar-
ket while the other is at the
Zone 3 junction'and this
arrangement has started
yielding results. Last Fri-
day five of the hoodlums
who posed as Police offic-
erswere arrested while try-
ing to extort money from
people,” he said.

Jimoh said police offic-
ers in mufti have also been
drafted to the areato ensure
that criminal activities are
reduced to the barest mini-
mum, adding that many of
the hoodlums who were
caught in the area have
been jailed while other are
still facing trial.

He called on the publicto
assist the police in fighting
crime in the society, saying
they need the cooperation
ofeveryone in otherto suc-
ceed.
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Tenant accused
of threatening

to kill landlord

By Hussein Yahaya &Usman A Bello

A middle-aged tenant was on Monday
arraigned before an Abuja Magistrate
court for allegedly threatening to kill
his landlord before packing out from
his house.

Okoli Chukwu of Federal House
Authority (FHA), Lugbe, Abuja was
charged for criminal intimidation,
an offence which is punishable under
Section 397(B) ofthe Penal Code.

Prosecutor Hoseni Emmanuel had
informed the court that on April 19,

2010, one Sylvanus Okpara of the
same address reported at the Area
Commander™ office that on the
March 29, the accused person who
is his tenant threatened to kill him
before leaving his house.

He said during police investi-
gations, it was discovered that the
accused person actually made the
threat,

When the one-count-charge was
read to the accused person, he pleaded
not guilty and sought for bail which
was not objected by the prosecutor but

asked for a date for hearing to enable
the police produce witnesses to testify
before the court.

Magistrate Njideka Duru granted
the accused person bail in the sum of
N50,000 with two sureties in like sum.

She also ruled that the two sure-
ties must reside within the jurisdic-
tion of the court and as well swear
to an affidavit promising to produce
the accused person in courts on the
adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to July 12
for hearing.
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Monarch canvases free education for orphans

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Emir of Jiwa, Alhaji
Musa Idris, has called
for free education for
orphaned children to guar-
antee their future as their
educational advancement
may be in jeopardy due to
the loss of parents.

Alhaji  Idris' made
the appeal yesterday in
Abuja while receiving

the Board of Trustees
(BOT) and executives of

Orphan  Empowerment
through Education Initia-
tive (OETEI) a non-gov-
ernmental organization
(NGO).

He said that it is good for
the society to guarantee the
future of orphan children,
by ensuring free educa-1
tion for them, saying that
Islamic injunction encour-
ages every good Muslim to
be actively involved in the
welfare of orphans.

In her remarks, the

CORRIGENDUM

Re: Fed Min of land. HousinR gnd Urban

Development

Thisisto inform the genera! publicthatthe above
titled advert published in Daily Trust of Monday
June 28,2010 on page 38, the Tender fee should
be N50,000 not N25,000 as earlier Advertised.
Theerrorishighly regretted.

organizations  National
President, Mrs Onye Oge-
chukwu, said that the on-
going scholarship scheme
for 116 orphaned children
in various primary and
post primary schools in the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) would be sustained.

She said,” “Under this
scheme, we pay tuition,
provide learning materi-
als, school uniforms and
after school care and coun-
seling; we also discovered

that there isno provision in
the data requisition form
ofthe National Population
Commission, as well as
school enrolment forms on
the status of school entrant
to determine whether they
are orphaned or not.

We hope to impact posi-
tively on the negative per-
ception oforphans in your
domain and environs, so as
to assure their future and
by extension make them
better and loyal citizens.”

CITY NEWS

Surety jailed
for failing to

produce accused

By Hussein Yahaya

A middle-aged business
man was Tuesday sen-
tenced to four months
imprisonment for screen-
ing an offender he stood
for as a surety.

The convict, Abdul-
ganiyu Adewumi was
jailed for refusing to pro-
duce one Engineer Ola
Ayobami he stood for as
surety at the Lugbe police
station.

Police prosecutor Jer-
imiah Elijah informed the
court that on June 28, one
Mrs. Ann Nosike reported
at Lugbe Police station that
the accused person stood
as surety for one Engineer
Ola Ayobami with aprom-
ise to produce him at the
station for the continua-
tion of a case he had with
the complainant.

According to  the
prosecutor, the said Ola
Ayobami of No.15 by
Catholic Church, Lugbe
deceived the complain-
ant and collected 1,582
pieces of blocks and 50
bags of cement valued at

N350,890 with pretence to
pay her the same day after
dropping the material at
the site.

“ But instead, he refused
to pay her and absconded
to unknown destination.
Thereafter, he'was arrested
but the accused person
came and voluntarily stood
surety for him withmprom-
ise to produce him anytime
for the continuation ofthe
case. He, however, failed to
honour-the agreement”, the
prosecutor stated, adding
that the offence is punish-
able under Section 167 oL
the Penal Code.  *

When the charge was
read to the accused per-
son, he pleaded {uilty and
begged the court for leni-
ency, adding thctt he will
look for the said Engineer
Ola Ayobami to ipontinue
with his case, t

Magistrate | Hadiza
Shagari sentenced him
to four modfhs impris-
onment or an option of
N 1,000 as fine. She “lso
gave the accused one
month within wljich to
look for the Engineer.

Board organises
workshop for Pilgrims

By Nesir Imam

THE FCT Christians
Pilgrims Welfare Board
yesterday commenced
a two-day mobilization
stakeholders” workshop
to sensitize 2010 intend-
ing pilgrims from the FCT
as part of the preparatory
activities to kick-start this
years Holy Pilgrimage
exercise.

Chairman of the Board,
Joseph Uzoama, said the
workshop had been the
forum to mark the begin-
ning of the pilgrimage
activities where all stake-
holders gathered to inter-
act and be informed about
recent developmentsin the
annual spiritual exercise.

He said about 800 appli-

cation forms have been and
are still being sold, while
the fare is about N300,000
for Nigeria-Israel bound
pilgrims and about N600,
000 for the Nigeria-Rome-
Israel bound pilgrims.

FCT Minister, repre- .
sented at the occasion
by his S.A. on Security
Matters, Colonel John Y.
Madaki, said the essence of
the workshop was to avail
participants with the right
information necessary for
a smooth conduct of the
pilgrimage.

The minister implored
the intending pilgrims to
be of exemplary Christian
conduct while in the holy
land and that they must
be good ambassadors of
Nigeria.

Kwali council boss inaugurates scholarship c'ttee

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE Kwali Area coun-
cil chairman, Mr. Joseph
Shazin, yesterday inaugu-
rated a 14 man scholar-
ship committee to screen
eligible students.

The chairman charged
committee to discharge
their duties diligently

and be transparent in
their duties by making
sure that only eligible
and. qualified students
are selected for the schol-
arship.

He disclosed that out
of the 635 students who
were earlier screened for
the outstanding scholar-
ships, only 336 students

met the requirement,
adding that the award of
scholarship for outstand-
ing students will com-
mence next week.
Responding on behalf
of the committee mem-
bers, Malam Moham-
med D. Mamman, prom-
ised to carry out the job
transparently  without

prejudice.

Among the commit-
tee members are: Malam
Muhammed D. Maman,
Danjuma Barnabas,
Malam 'Yunusa Waaziri,
Abigail  Etsu,  Alhaji
Abubakar Sadiq, Fatai
Popoola, Yakubu Saidu,
John Wabari and Simon
Enoch.



BAUCHI STATE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

NO. J RAILWAY ROAD GPP. YANKARJ TRANSPORT CO. TERMINUS,
P.M.B. 0064, BAUCHI

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF
CONTRACTORS FOR YEAR 2009
(ROT-SPECIAL) ETF INTERVENTION PROJECTS
IN SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

The Bauchi Stale Ministry o fEducation hereby invites interested and
experienced contractors to express their interest in the pre-qual ification to
bid for constructions of schools structures and procurement of furniture
items in the following secondary schools:-

f
(i) GDSS FutukinAlkaleri L.G.A.
(u) GSS Buna inNingi L.G.A.
(ili)  GSS Madarain KatagumL.G.A.
(tv)  GSSWarjiinWarji LG.A.
(v) GDSS Shimin Shira L.G.A.
(vi)  GSS UduboinGaniawa L.G.A.
(vii) GDSSAzareinKatagum L.G.A,
(viii) GSSAzare in Katagum L.G.A.
(ix) GTCGaniawainGamawalLG.A,
(x) GDSSAIlKaleri inAlkaieri L.G.A.

2.0  fte-qualtftcationrequtements::
Prospective Interested contractors shall be required to submit the
following documents.

(a) Valid Certificate of Registration with the Corporate Affairs
Commission

(b) Current Tax Clearance Certificate.

(c) Evidence of Registration as a contractor with the Bauchi
State Government

(d) Evidence of execution of similar projects supplies stating
clearly the locations contracts sums including copies of
award letters and other relevant documents.

<e) Natne(s) and address o fBankers;

(1)  Financial capability to handle thejob

(g) Company'sresume/profile

3.0 Submission ofPre qualification documents:
The pre-qualification documents should be enclosed in a sealed
sealed envelop marked pre-qualification document “Year 2009
(BOT-Special) ETF Intervention™ and addressed to the Secretary
Public Procurement Committee, Ministry of Education
Headquarters, No 1Railway Road, F.M.B.t)064, Bauchi

4.0 Closingdateofsubmission:

All pre-qualification documents must be deposited in the Tenders
Box in the Conference Room of the Ministry of Education
Headquarters, Bauchi note letter than (1) week from the date of this
publication.

5.0  All Interested Contractors for the prequalification should note that
only successful companies would be considered to bid for the
proposed projects.

SIGNED:
MOHAMMED AUWAL IBRAHIM
Permanent, Secretary,
Ministry of Education,

Bauchi State.
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BAUCHI STATE COMMUNITY BASED URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
{WORLD BANK ASSISTED)
CREDIT NO. 3654UM

CONTRACTS i f): It li NO. BS/CBt DP NCB. iO/l & 2

(PROCt I <110U ICt; & O.ASSROOM Ft KM |1 KK AND COMPt 11RS &
\( ( I'M>RIES>
CONTRACT AWARD NOTIFICATION
DATE OF ISSUE OF TIMS NOTIFICATION: Jfrty 1962010
In pursuant £>she VWyrWBmk OuHtelmss Procurement under IBRD Lmm and IDA Credits (May,

2004 revised October 1, 2006) Cimme 2.60 Publication of the Award of Contract. Bauchi Slate
Governance & Capacity Building Project hereby publishesaward notificationas follow*;
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JifX  Nanst <fHidden "
Wim ItemM

J c&nmt C«ife |>at ANt tact fkfrimwmvv Hem*?, Ahmmfr*

2 SIMVBGit Systems i »id Tt4,, Bafarabe Musa Creseeat, Satinuai M Str. V.l Lsgn* |
3 Gkny Dynamics Lid | Ana 11*C3safkd=CT, Afcsija

4 INjS**impGS p Fif. Uek» Ba«i IteMkig. 31. Nigerinm . Esso. f
$ TafcstdwBMwoprises Ltd J11 fwst QfF$$e Eood> Kam

$ MONCHM p iASlwtraia Pham \>Km® |
? CSNT Systems Ltd It, iiishas-i Tsriaisglc, Ztw Uoad. Kazn>

X ...l

< Aswad Imftsirnsm Lsmtted |4v &»wo CHv Off* Bmcki

K> Fre«*totn Cn*md &n*enpri*c« 1 fA*Hipw S Km*>

n Kavheii investment Lid |4 RaHC be, Kadzam |
12_ Rayas sc fr Ltd__ Lyyc-d, Abvtp.

15  Am# Ventures Limited fiy Gemw.aik Um& %imdw<i pimvm I
14 AT& S Investment Ltd iPtot tu Oofe Rtmk A&kimoebtKtkm*, hum.-

15  Partnership Projects and Associate™ Li«d, liim
ft. Bid price* &s: read utit at Bid opening (Lot* 1-2)

Rmd, Bauchi, BsmcU Siaiz.

&HE  Biddt'r,<Addre** fiOead twrt Pricift

1 QHKKLf C&xtte iJol Net LuS - 1482

2 Byntems n$xmMnMifs& t «

3 Oktfy & ] ~IM2*

4 Injpro impex Ltd ] *L«t 2. 1

$ gmewiwes Ltd -tixtz ' 1

6 NCI Ltd

7 <NI Sy#ter«s L'SF

H Licke(Jc3i Ltd 1 1 j

9 Aswrd bwdBtjFRes? t pimsmEK i 1 i

10 l:rede3mCfestessl Eatexprims 0J2C&..30T.~ ) ]

1 Kaybel Invextmei”Lid

12 ftoym Exeiit*h" Fumi&hiu” Lsd - Ti»l54 L 1

1?  Aitni Limited1 R §
..... m&wm.m 4m t

14 AX&S Ltd, JWMWwmm -just2 q

15 AtwwiM Ltd.

C. Name and Evaluation prices of each Bid that was Evaluated y

LOT 1

342 | Bidder Itetsm W Bid Pric«*m»«) J

1 Liiijkstg-gjit Ltd Lm i 1

2 fAswad Sowatmersit limited

2 jKavfeaS 2sivtsstinetl.«d [2750%00.m L«tl 1 i

4 Riyyaw ) Q< eim s |

5  JAma ViXitUMm*i.td

LOT

1 Cutre Net Lid jii, 2285, 7eia.i0o *Tm 2

2 Parteeirship Frisjects ARK&C&tes b1 2 i

| Am& LUft&ftd - »

4 SuRoet Systems Li& M(>M 4A 3

5 Okacy O”iwics IM i -1U*5 i

& Injstw- Impex i.M ‘Lot 2

7 LAtKAt Ltd

$ Al & Sfov&@AW/gi y tn M ~Ln2 1

9 <'8"1 Sys?«ras limited teXMSMW M -iei'i 1

D. Name of Bidders whose bids were rejected and reasons for rejeetitsB-
tott

S/N Bidder Bid Fries- <Nt2N>  Restvmt far Krjt>ct}<m

No (Kswijr of AtUamey. N»

~ Mails' U«k™ecN S?i
Kawvh§ 2«vestraent. IAd
Artfa Veortus«& L td

Brnsd (md MmM of Items ms
Baand a»d Modesl am »tat«d
Bzntid and Mb<dt?i  Items j»3t stated

jvsm.ixm.w)

Anm VAttttf«# Ltmsted Brand md M>te™  Item*.  stated

BN MO
o
3
N

Sursnct System”™ Lid Ixem.tmiw) Brsrid and Model of Items netstotiaS

CiUtxy I>j-nat«ac« Ltd 1&67& (MM 1Szatid and Model z?ltems mit stated
..... 1

*AT& S Jtovic}  UMmjxmx* Bfiwd <o Model <= hortt< ><

A TT SvsicfKs Limtted 22,msjmum Bfjjud and Model <d'stt?t«t xaMsdsUA

~N Qo

Taksidu liatCifprt:jpe« Ltd Letter «fl.Ix»terifiki»g prerenKt?d instead of Bid

SessEYym mmm$& m” BAin* Zkmxmm.
E, Name tf Sabslantially Responsive Bidders:

—_

Lot |

tm  Bidder »fed tmmi  Kewstrk

1 jAiftvad inve*t.nxdsit Limited i5,3"2imtw> i.Owest Res. Hxs3w«

2 Ext:isk«ive Ltd Re-soolVEivsj

Lot-2

1 BOONCI Ltd txmmi

2 Comic* Centre I>ot Net Lid 113,22»,7m0O0 Respostssve

3 Partnership Projects & Associates Liimted 2S,43<M>79.40 Responsgve ..
F. Name of winning Bidders and Price offered:

fm  Bmidrr i i A

1 AMWAD "NVLATMLNT LIMITL-D I£8S6GBSIEL0NL, i Tm

2 BO® MCI LTD 2 ! i&Dsys
Debriefing:

Any bidder who wbishes to ascertain the groands on which its bid was not successful should
request a*explanation (twt M Projeet Coordinator Baueht SMt Community Based Urban
Development Project inwriting

The Project CoossKasSor

Bauchi State CiwiVitwnify Basel UriNn Bevefoptneat Project.

PIU Secretariat

BSUDB Office Complex, Adjacent UNICEF North ifet Zmmi Office,
No. 10 Mohammed Bette Kirfi Road, ORA

Bauchi, Bauchi State. Nigeria.

Tel: Mobile <+234)«8«361 87044

E-mail: bai»eht!ieb«dpfavshoo.eem

SIGNED
ENtiR. JIBRIN L CARBA
PROJECT COORDINATOR

o
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TO FEDERAL AND STATE MINISTRIES, DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES,
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS, CORPORATE ORGANIZATIONS
AND OTHER COLLECTING AGENTS ON PAY-AS-YOU EARN (P.A.Y.E)
MONTHLY REMITTANCES AND RETURNS

J MANDATORY PAYMENT: )

1
Notice is hefcby fives to all Fedm| and State Government |
Ministries, Department. Agencies, Local Government
Councils ofthe Federation and ail other Collecting agents on She
masKiam y direct ekctroeieM Payment of Pay-As- Yoa Bara
(PA.Y Ftto Federal Inland Revenue Sen ice (FIRS) account's
ami States Internal Revenue Services (SIRS)as appropriate.

Coltai«g agents m also Itpesart© submitf ~

aloag with the payments as shown twler item 5 is approved
templates intteetimuc form (M - Fxcel 20030 the relevant tax

lac Operations Group (TOG) at Revenue House. FIRS
Headquarters. Abuja while those for the Stares should be sent to
the respective State Infernal Revenue Sen
I It wfinpiftaitttoaote that it is required ofefcsty collecting
agent to render returns of PAYE in summaty form to the
Coordinating Director Tax Operations Group (TOG) for the
remittance, due to HRS and to the relevant Chairman of the
State Internal Revenue Service tor the State remittances. This is
without prejudice to the submission >fEmployers Declaration
and form Hi which shouldbe submitted at theend ofeach year.
The administrative msmg/zmeM spelt out above m
predicated on the provision oft mancial Regulation 3)4 {11}of
the Financial Regulations 200$ which specifies that all
governmentestablishmentsshallmakemontMy returnso fPAYE
to FIRSwithin 21 daysafter the endofthe month o fAccount.
Over the years, huge arjears of taxes accumulated by
Federal, States, Local Government Councils and all other
collecting agents all over the country have impacted negatively
onthe nation's revenue profile. It isalso a known fact that the
nation needs a sustained few of revenue far her development
purposes® .
Furthermore, tax arrears have arisen trom die following
practices:
lai Failure Sochajge the correct rates, of Petsuital Income Tax
IPIT) onresultantchargcable incomesr ejtnployees: and
(b) Partml or »8&-remiltatiee of PAYE dedaetkstss made from

Total compliance with th©relevant provisions ofthe to laws
will he a safeguard against acmnroiation ofarrears and ensure
availability offunds tot sustainable national development. The:
relevanttax towsiuelade:

e Section 40 of the Federal Inland Revenue Service
tEstahli%hmenl) Act 2<H? which imposes 2i general
obUgetkm m agents to deduct mid remit lam In
(i. cordam. witkspet ifii provisions <jthe various lax law >

« Section HI ofthe Perxmal Income Tax Act Cap PS LFN
2094<i*<mtmkdemneUim the obligationofthe employ-et
ta dedw't ine&m ’ tm from the irmaium&.tJ o femployes
underihePAYEsckeme,

It should be noted that failure to comply with the various
pmrnm V fte tax towpotcd above attracts sanctions
ranging from payments of penalties and interest to
imprisonment. The yea®eftoipffeeaflje®! m prescribed are not
an alternative but an addition to the payment ot uix. penalty and
iateiest.

In feet, Section 46 of the FIRS (Establistaeat) Act 2007
states that anyperson who Uobtgedta deductm y tax mderthis
lei or the laws in the Fitjs/ .V hedule-ti the Act (Inclusive of
Companieshqgme TaxAct, Capital Gains TaxAct, MtfueAttded
Tm Act, Stamp Duties A«i, Taxesand hems Approved Listo f
Codecturn, etc) hutfails to deduct or having deductedfails to
Ain to the Service nithm thirty daysfrom the late the amount
was deducted or tht time the duty to deductarose, isguilt) ofan
offence, The lawalsostipulatesthatthe offender m cmvictkm
is liable to pay the tax withheld or not remitted in addition to a
penally of SOpercentper annum o f the tax withheld or m t
remittedandinterestattheprevaiiittg CentralHankpfNigem§
minimum mdmemtu rate and imprisonment/oraperiodofnot
morethan3years.

Also, under Section 24 ofthe FIRS (Establishment) Act, the
Accountant General o fthe Fedemtkm has the power to deduct
at sourcefrom the budgetary allocation, unremitted taxes dtte

For the avoidance of doubt, HRS Irrs jurisdiction over
Personal Income f;i\ including PAYE of all
individuals-employees resident m the FCT. Abuja, while the
Stares Internal Revenue Semens haw jtwsjtostioa over
Personal income Tax including PAYE for all residents within
their Slates

PAVi: ;i<sd be deducted from the emoluments
individual resident mthe It T, members ofthe Armed Forces,
Police, officers oftte Nigeria® Foreign Service and patwns
residentoutside Nigeria who derive income of profit inNigeria
in aeccwitasee with die provisions of PSTA. The deAicttons' SO
made shtwid be paid directly to the FIRS aeccnaits in 9ie
collecting banks X

PLEASE MOTT THAT ON NO ACCOUNT SfcOUI D ANY
FAX PAYMENT DUE TO THE FEftJiRAL INLAND
REVENUE SERVICE BE MADE TOAn ACCOUNT OTHER
TIHAKTOAIIF Hfi; RELEVANTFIRSAt t f»I NT INTHE
CXMJECTSNd AS IBIS ISA CONTRAVENTION
OF THE fAX | AWS, WHICH ATTRACTS APPROPRIATI

to States Internal Revenue Services

*1 ttrtd& r < far WAVS’
Tie reliefe and rates applicable far PAYE are as stated to the

Personal Income Tax ActCap PS LFN2004 as amended.

X MANDATORYTIN GENERATION
A key element of PAYE schedule is the mque Taxpayer

IdentificadflB Ntimher fTIN) fw both the «Bplo>et8/collecting
agents anil the employees. TIN » readily ggnerated at Large Tax
Oflkes/Intcgraied Tax OfTices of FIRS all ->\ef tire country
subject to submission o fapptwpnatc l|*rfts»ti«» ;1. |

m Theinformation:nmM# for this purpose for
companies, individualsand et««|"isesare as feltows:

vV
o J

dt COMPANIES
Name of Company
Ine<*rpoi:mon Number
Biisroess Address S
1).it. of Inc<»rporation

i in* »f Business \

P oo

INDIMDI AINS
Name ofTaspayet
b. 1D Type and Nttmber (Work ID, National ID, Drivers”
llicence « lateSffioMFaSpoft)
Taxpayer’s Address
Line of Business

o 0

ESZUUnUSES
fa, N «
fi RAtMratic« No,
Business Addtess
«  Date of Registration of Business
e Line of Business

(1)
LT

4. SIIBM1SSTON OF RETURNS
[/ Submission of returns for aamafe dedseted

;Ac«stejty. Retaw of PAYE paid to relevant lax authorities }

should b<-matte not later than Ihe 30” day ofthe mon* following

% month of payment Failure shall .tftr.uf a*fMOpriate'
The returns to the relevant tax authority;

reported as follows for FIRSwid SIRSrespectively:

& Mmmix&mrMiMMM
Toi CM tu OpnratfeM Group (TOG), FIRS
Headquarters, Ab«j#

(b) Moathlv Reterais of fAYE
To; Chairman, reievmtt Stats Interaal Revenue

IneaseVfFIRS
Natni of Organis8tion'MmistryState/U>cal
' .Govt
%feofTab!(PAYE)
mital Amoant R«a*te®i
and YearofRetKttrasce

Incase of SIRS

'Name ofOrpnssatioti/
Mimsity/State/Locaj Govt
TypeofTax (PAYE)
Total Amount Remitted
Month andYearofRenutmnce

J

In the case of FIRS, the returns should be4Hadc to the
Coordinating Director Tax Operations Group (TOG), Revenue
House, Abuja while inthe case of SIRS, returns should be
made to the Secretary,.Joint Tax Board, Education Fax Trust
Fand Building, Maitama. f

S. SCHEDULETOBEATTACHEDTOPAYMENTS =
PAYE SCHEDULE

Cover Page PAYE SCHEDULE

TAXPAYER/AGENT NAME:

ADDRESS:
TAXPAYER/AGENT TIN:

TRANSACTION AMOUNT:

aSANSACTriON DAT).. 1

Inner Page/Attaclwnenl

ifmmm  Temem
tmmm

am

cwm \

6 NECESSITY OF ONLINE PAYMENT

furthermore the e-payment policy of the Federal
Government represents apother effort «n instiwtkmalirfng
«x«ittBWIity. ttwparesey and efficiency'is *e polity, ?«this
direction, a taxpayer can make payment to FIRS'through FIRS
(In-linc with site use of tlccbvnic tax card which  obtainable
from collecting banks. State MDAs and Local Government
Councilsm fegawd take advantage ofe-payment platform
and prim out the c-ucltet  an acknowledgment of remitta«c&

AHM K"

1:p 1Sl

Ir %ow ofthe enormous government pro}e'cQ t0 he Tunded
fvotin the fee ofdwtedl;Mgollteveiwb5ife Feesal ani S”e
Ministries, Department*, Agencies, Local "QovemtneGi

.Councils ando tto w;fleeting agents me enjoined lotNuslive »e

slhek ohijgatiotss by ~nplyiag with file tax kws to «
availability of funds for i&velopimmt

clariicSiosst pl«e eoa”etiie &ee«ive
Chamnan. Tel No0.09-6701467 or the Director, Field
(derations. Processes and Programmes Department of Federal
Inland Revenue Servii&s, 16 Sokode Crescent, Wase Z™.- 5,
Ab«)aTel No. 08G333&3459 or the Secretary, tointm  -srwd.
Tel No 080532! 7206

lghoAndy K, EJemeyovwi
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Legacy Pension

Legacy Pension RSA Fund

*»7,1*"W
[ wWNor

A fFriIWIWIS»H»> »Urt>tM X, «t»t offMRWZ 3 B E £

»» <y W « <y TS QMMM

Wm ofAjawm «kar>1.4* *»tfctd™s
=« I
j5rs§sr srlg)
"SRR
FAk “ 1
WSS atiap»»
A <M VMIW . « FHK yFnx
*MSMaa» <**M UU UrOFTH * ¥ «V TIMK
JUK *»«SN3»IW*N AJKMVSMW XW XW A'jrOiSt JBTSTi
‘?&*m&&éf. Oxcccd W
IAM\Kwutw«w itotK" «akB>feXarcfe, 2<HO
™ * SOMRE* o e «*» «« VK W ftSttt  fer«s muttuejtrtipm «r

To rbe syb«E«ferrs « f & (RSA) 7>«»;

We have audited the accompanying financial M a tW of LegiKy Retirement Savings Accotart

(USA) Fund (“the Fund™), which comprise she M mtm| of asset* mid Stabilities ax « J|

December, 2969, the statementof income and e»pesditere, statement of Ciish flows, the asbmtemt
ton page* 8 to 30.

pinrntars «m<*<? Fttiid Manctgl’r's ftm pom ibiltiyfar lint FinancialSm tm ttm

The I'lind Maoajger i* responsible lor the jwe>arilH'n zmi fair pBesseatatiein m

statements in aceocdaoc* with Statement* of Accounting Standards eppitcabte is Nigeria, the

Pension Reforms Aet of Nigeria, 20SM ami rekvat National Pension Commission (FENCOM
& icfydjes’ dfesi”isg,

mtevmt to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are fee from material

asssessssraent. whether dsse M fraud or error; seieeting ami applym% appropriate

ito feand or error, In i

t fe>the Qethyd fjreparaiJOB go& Cair presafstati-cm of the HMftSHil £» craler i»
design audit procedures that « appropriate_in «5* ciretimstSBces, b«t ast for the purpose of
as dk38kdbon it 18asin 17 , A» aisdlit Niso

cvaluwmg Use approprtatetwss of accotwtte® jsoikte* used m i tjse reasoasbteaess «
estimates made by the djrestars, as weii m t

We believe «att the audit evidence we have obeaiacd S sufficient and appfopriat* to pKsvidc a

in out optnioo, the fittUKICMi s«Mesients give a troe and fair view of she sms ataflMrs of La’te”

RSA Pandas «t 3SDee”nbet,» » , ssd «f its Kssmemf parfojtfficoe« s«d sash flow* for the year

then ended in accordance with Statessutte of Accountn}& Standards_applicable in Kisena,
Pesmmi C&rmimkm

of Nigeria 2004 astd (WmCQm
olight Wi

m OdHf Lt*ri «n RtgsbtQiy

Compt’ e* with the Retpkmem gftf* Pemim mfmn Aet2m m i the Nmkmdf t « w
Gw*w ™ (rSNCOU) Gmklirm.

hi am opmkm, pw”erboda ofseeoaat b*ve been fe Fas4solk m te® oar
i of ftate books and asternem of oper«uk® m to agmrfaest with the bote of

Kk

29M #«Is20SS

Lagos, Nigeria
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Legacy Pension Managers (PFA)

Legacy Pension Retiree Fund

Statem entofilncome and
Wik« eam<iet 3i $&2m2&f» 1

trtvesrtmeni income
* «nuwvctsttuefli

Total
3IMS3
58V
XoAnl HhnpWWWWtlIn i awMai»
407.4S7

® «w( «af

Unix «.)wrfe *
{nvMunenos a

TXM«l A<M t»

. »xaD
e Mt /
* <ot MENWIND*** )gn-rKvx[*
W** Y« VHIU«. um <wa
jezr
> tVhketMT
*»Ir t>m P*KMure* 0 r r>4accd.<tte» <*« «Whix<k>> a*>}0

JHI Herekn et <rm <>, = w>V M | WWW <+t"Ay> )> fty ).J> ~

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

s Fa»d; _

1 |
We have audited the accompanying financiai statemenls of Legacy Retiree Furid f*«je FuBd**!
whK:h <iomf ri*e *  statement o f aasstte and Safetlities as at 31 Decetnber, 20m, fee statement of
loeome and e*p«aKli*ure, statement of om* flows, the staiemem of acc«.,0fW
toa* financial smtcmen.s, a* actouton pages* to il Rtk “

Director* trfih* Fund Manager's RettpansM lityfer the Financial Statements

TTteF»»d re*pon*ible «» prcpa/atten «nd fmt pkvmukxm of these (teoacM
pZEO Z. AccotSK, I’R Siaiidards aW jicabte to Ni»«ri«. *he

Aci 04." «teT t Pensioo Commission (F8NCOM)
eheato*. te~M Si»icky »dw'to: Signing, teiple~tfeg «d m Ataining totm** eonM’l

mtemm to the preparation and fetr ptcscnistto n T lhw M staiemont* that a® fee fern materia!
wijreth”r dae to Iraud or mtmi »SI&CtM& &Ml ats©lvie» gy, oo,

p«mm and accounting e ™ te ,iW *

Jutgtvr's Jtatpom thiiify

m to « X |» «s ars- optaitSB ot* «*ese finances stsHe”sta ijs"osj oa

* iMera3lionai Stands ot> Audiiifly. Tlhose *tandards
that we coms\}/ W|th etoai “pjwsBWSWs and pim *mi perform the Wii* to ohtain
Q/&/&aatementssfs Stssti it SIERERNS,
A«jwm MKfcM ~rfc«,ong process n> obtr« ««dl* «vj*te»e afoow the aa™ ,, atKf
d™ic”reatn m Th» procedwcs selected dcpe«d on &e aodte-sjud”n
a*ses$>llcr  “f wfexofmisstatetnens ofihe financia! stetemonis, whether
*» to fraitd or ewer. I» inakin* ttee risk ju*a<*m«as*, the m«Jitor consklers teternai cwitol
relevant to «le tartiiy’s preparalkin and fail frasenfation of the amoteia! staiements in order to
n fH fc* ire* & * **, appro(»)ate in tfte circumstances., but not for the purpos* of
e~ m g at, opinionontheex»ciive” ofthe W s M cmrol. An audit
accounting policies used ax*d the reasocafoienesis of acconnting
matte by the directors, as well as evaluating the over«B prescmat.on of the :

We believe that aadit evidence w« have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
ekl  * ©wr audit opinicm.

Opinum
to «»» e/ttion, tfe Snaoci” s*a*ea»Mits pvestw * ami &srview of the state of aflfciw o f JL«aaev
rAA A LUX fin 10gtT al>ar 2T 9" aw3 °f in nmuKml pertxtnmee and cash flews for the

andards appSkaWe fo Nigeria,
r«n«aoo tsetorm Act of Nigeria 2094 and relevant National Fensfott Corfunissioa (PBNCOM)

Compiiance with the Megmremeats o fthe Pension Rejbrm Aet 2604 i fthe National PemUm
Commission (MZNCOM) Guide!tms.

te our Of*tofe«» proper books of <
exantinatioti of (hose books and s

i kept by Si>e Pt»»d, so fcr m mppews
of operations are In of

KP/V\E=t

29 March, 2010
Lagos, Nigeria
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OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF THE CIVIL SERVICE OF THE FEDERATION

THE PRESIDENCY, ABUJA

EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE

THIS IS TO INFORM PENSIONERS UNDER THE
PURVIEW OF THE OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF THE
CIVIL SERVICE OF THE FEDERATION, (INCLUDING

) 1ISTATEPENSIONERS WITH FEDERAL SHARE), THAT

THE ONGOING BIOMETRIC ENROLMENT
EXERCISE WHICH COMMENCED ON MONDAY, 21m
JUNE, 2010 AND EARLIER SCHEDULED TO END ON
MONDAY, 5™ JuULY, 2010 HAS NOW BEEN
EXTENDED BY A PERIOD OF TWO WEEKS. THE
EXERCISE WILL NOW CLOSE ON SUNDAY, 18m
JULY, 2010.

PENSIONERS SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

1. THIS EXTENSION IS TO ENSURE THAT ALL
PENSIONERS ARE GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO BEENROLLED.

2. PENSIONERS LIVING WITH DISABILITIES
WILL BE GIVEN SPECIAL CONSIDERATION,

A PROVIDED THEY GIVE PRIOR NOTICE TO
THE OFFICIALS ON THEIR AVAILABILITY
WITHIN THE TIME FRAME FOR THE
EXERCISE.

3. THE BIOMETRIC FORMS ARE COMPLETELY
FREE.

IT IS ALSO VERY IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT
ANY PENSIONER NOT CAPTURED IN THIS
EXERCISE WOULD BE REGARDED AS A GHOST
PENSIONER.

ALL AFFECTED PENSIONERS ARE THEREFORE
EXPECTED TO COME FORWARD TO BE CAPTURED
AT THE EXERCISE WITH THE ORIGINALS AND ONE
PHOTOCOPY EACH OF THE FOLLOWING
DOCUMENTS;

« ORIGINAL LETTEROF FIRSTAPPOINTMENT
ORIGINAL COPIES OF
RETIREMENT/DISENGAGEMENT LETTER
LETTER OF ADMINISTRATION FOR
DECEASED ENTITLEMENT

« LASTPAYSLIP
PENSION IDENTITY
(STATE/FEDERAL)

« PREVIOUSPAYMENTSLIPS (IFANY)

« BANKDETAILS INCLUDING SORT CODE

e FOUR (4) RECENT PASSPORT SIZE
PHOTOGRAPH

CARD

THIS EXERCISE WILL CONTINUE TO HOLD FROM
9AM TO 5PM DAJLY IN EACH STATE OF THE
FEDERATION AND THE FCT AT THE FOLLOWING
VENUES;

S/N

oo~ b

© ~

10.

12,
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19,
20.
2L
22.
23.
24,

.25...

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

STATE

Adamawa

Anambra
Akwa-lbom

Abia

Bayelsa
Cross River
Delta

Emigu

Ekiti

Edo
Ebony!
Gombe

Imo

Jigawa
Kano
Kastina
Kaduna
Kogi
Kwara
Kebbi
Lagos

Lagos

Nasarrawa
Niger
Ogun
Osun

Ondo
Oyo
Plateau
Rivers
Sokoto
Taraba
Yobe
Zamfara

VENUE.

9, Kasim Ibrahim Way, Old H/C Road, Yola,

Akwa South LG Headquarters, Akwa. «
State Secretariat, Uyo

Umuabia Sub-Treasury

Federal Civil Service Club, Mabushi, Abuja
IBB Square, Makurdi

Treasury Office, Maiduguri
Federal Pension Office, Gombe Road, Bauchi.

Yenegoa Local Council Premises
Calabar Sub Treasury, Calabar

Labour House, Asaba . W
Main Sub Treasury, Enugu.

NUP New Building, Near Internal Revenue, Oke Oriomi,
Ado Ekiti -
State Pension Board, Benin City

Local Govt. Staff Pension Board, Abakaliks
Office of Accountant General, Gombe

New Nigeria Union of Pensioners Secretariat, Area A,
New Owerri, Behind Dream Land Hotel, Adjacent to
Claret Academy, Owerri, - 1
State Government Secretariat, Dutse.

Rumfa College, Kano

Old Ministry of Works, GRANagogo Road, Katsina.
Yakubu Gowon Way, NUP Office, Kaduna

New NUP Secretariat, Lokoja.

Audit Dept, Sulu Gambari Road, llorin

NUP New Secretariat, Binun Kebbi

Civil Service Union House, Near Chapel of Christ
Delight Church, Alausa. Ikeja.

f

Pension Bureau Office, Lafia
NLC Office, Near NUP State Secretariat, Minna
ljeja Sport Centre, Abeokuta

NUP Office Opp. Anglican
Road, Oshoghbo
St. Peter’s Unity Secondary School, Akure

Oyo State Secretariat, Ibadan

Plateau State Pension Board, Jos
Rivers State Secretariat, Port-Harcourt
Federal Secretariat, Sokoto

Pensioners Office, Jalingo

Governor’s Office, Damaturu.

State Pension Board, Gusau

Secondary School, Ikmin

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CALLTHE FOLLOWING NUMBERS:
08063667692, 07059559212
SIGNED

CHARLES BONAT
PERMANENT SECRETARY (Establishment & Records Office)
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Jonathan's directive will salvage
igerian football- Lumumba

By David Ngobua

FORMER memberofthe House of
Representativesand football enthu-
siast, Hon. Lumumba Dah Adeh
has said the decision by the federal
governmentto withdrawthe coun-
try from international football for
the next two years will help in sal-
vaging Nigerian football.

Atthe Federal Executive Council
meeting yesterday in Abuja, Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan ordered
forimmediate withdrawal of Nige-
rian national football teams from
all international football competi-
tions.

Speaking to Trustsports on
phone, Lumumba saidthe decision
taken by the federal govemment
wouldnthave come atabettertime
ashedescribed itasaptand timely.

He said considering what has
become ofNigerian football, noth-
ing apart from the federal govern-
ments decision can salvage the
country’ football.

His Words: “The president’s
decision is salvation for Nigerian
football. It couldnt have come at
a better time. It is apt and timely
and whoever faults itdoes not have
the interest of Nigerian football at
heart”.

Lumumba maintained that
those in charge ofNigerian football
have held the nation, particularly
football enthusiasts to ransom but
FIFA, the world football govern-
ing body appears to have become a
willingcollaboratorbybrandishing
sanctions even when it is obvious
that its affiliate is working against
the good of the game.

He said the negative outcome
ofthe recent meeting between the
Minister ofSports, Alhaji Isah Ibra-
him-Bio and FIFA proved clearly
that the world football governing
body is over stepping its boundary

"Thursday, July 1,2010 DAILY TRUST

Onigbinde lauds
Jonathanon

Eagles'ban
Page 55

SUPER Eagles players Obafemi Martins (9) and ObinnaNsofor look dejected afterthe 2-2-draw against South Korea atthe ongoing
FIFA World Cup. Eagles failed to qualify for the next round

and taking Nigeria for granted.

“I was particularly disturbed by
the negative outcome ofthe meet-
ing between the minister of sports
and FIFA. Atthe meeting, the min-
ister of Sports was representing the
president of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria and fpr FIFA to behave
the way it did showed clearly that
it does not appreciate the strength

of Nigeria in Africaand the whole
world.

He said no nation, no matter
how small, is in any way inferior
to FIFA and can not be under the
international organization, just as
he stressed that Nigeriawith its size
and international clout should not
be taken for granted by FIFA.

According to him, if Nigeria

Why FIFAwon't ban Nigeria-Jaja

By David Ngooua

AS foothall*" fans continue to
debate on the likely consequences
of Nigerias decision to take a
break from international foot-
ball for two years, one time NFA
board member and former presi-
dent of the Nigeria Football ref-
erees Association, NRA, Dr. Sam
Sam Jaja has said FIFA will not
ban Nigeria because the country
has every right to withdraw from
international football for pur-
poses of re-organization.
Following Super Eagles’dreary
performance in the 2010 FIFA

World Cup, President Goodluck
Jonathan yesterday directed that
Nigeria should withdraw from all
international competitions for the
next two years.

Speaking to Trustsports on
phone, Jaja commended the
Federal government’ directive
as he said the need for Nigerian
football to be re-organized with-
outfurther delay can notbe over-
emphasized.

He said the directive by the
Federal govemment has put paid
to the inordinate plan of some
elements to perpetuate them-
selves in power and continue

to lead Nigerian football by the
nose.

“The directive by federal gov-
emment is commendable. There
iseveryneed for our football to be
re-organized for better perform-
ances. FIFA sanction has been
used several times by those who
have inordinate plan to perpetu-
ate themselves in power in order
to destroy Nigerian football”.

He explained that Nigeria has
every rightto take a break from
international football and those
who think by the decision taken
by the federal government, the
country will become a pariah

decides to withdraw from interna-
tional football for any given dura-
tion in order to re-organize its
football, it can not incur the wrath
ofFIFAbecause she hasthe rightto
do so.

Lumumba however said in the
event that FIFA decides to over
step its bounds, Nigeria will not
lose anything, ifthe time taken off

football nation should not enter-
tain such fears.

“This is voluntary withdrawal
from international football and
FIFA will have no ground to ban
Nigeria. FIFA itselfwants football
to be organized in the best possi-
ble way and so it should not have
any problem with the decisionthe
federal govemment has taken” he
stated.

Saying that the time has come
to call FIFAsbluff, Jajamaintained
that if the worst comes to the
worst, Nigeria should be banned
for the game to be re-organized.

He advised that even if in the

international football isjudiciously
utilized.

He said: “Even if FIFA bans us
and we get Itright for once, sobe it
We must be ready to position our-
selves to benefit maximally from
the break we have taken. Some-
times you destroy to repair. There-
fore, FIFA sanction or not, we do
not stand to lose anything.

end Nigeria is banned, the two
years of self exile from interna-
tional football should be enough
to bring on board credible Nige-
rians who will preside over the
much needed re-organization of
Nigerian football.

“If the worst comes to the
worst, FIFA should go ahead
and ban Nigeria but those to be
entrusted with the responsibility
of re-organizing the game must
ensure that'credible elections are
conducted. This isthe onlywaywe
would feel the impact ofthiscom-
mendabkdecision by the Federal
government” he stated.
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Onigbinde laudsJonathan
on Eagles'ban

ByOrkulaShaagee

FORMER Super Eagles
Coach Adegboye Onig-
binde yesterday expressed
his suppbrt to the deci-
sion by President Good-
luck Jonathan to ban the
country’s senior national
football team from par-
ticipating in all interna-
tional football compe-
titions in the next two
years.
) i Jonathan, yesterday
lannounced that the Nige-
rian national team has
been withdrawn from all
(football for the next two
years, follows its first
round elimination at the
2010 World Cup, where
they failed to win a single
match and managed just
a solitary draw against
Korea Republic.

Jonathan’s  decision
was based on the finding
ofapresidential taskforce
set up to investigate the
failures of the team.

Reacting to the deci-
sion, in atelephone inter-
view with Tru'stsports
yesterday, the former
Supef Eagles handler
said Jonathan was right
because the two year
period would afford the
country’ football ruling
authorities to re-organize
for a better future.

He played down fears

Jon:
foo

By Ibraheem A Fatai

THE decision of Nigeriato
withdraw all her national
teams from international
competitions  following
the embarrassing outing of
the Super Eagles in South
Africa is the best decision
ever taken by President
Goodluck Jonathan since
he assumed office, former
Gombe State FA Chair-
man, Shaibu- Gara Gombe
has said.

Reacting moment after
the suspension, Gombe
praised the President for
taking the decision, sayirtg
the government has dem-
onstrated that it has inter-
est in sports and is ready
to save football from total
collapse under the present
Nigeria Football Federa-
tion (NFF).

“The suspension is
long overdue. The present
NFF board has proved
that they are more inter-
ested in self enrichment
than developing sports in
Nigeria. Every responsible
governmenthas aconstitu-
tional mandate to stop the

that world football ruling
body FIFA would sanc-
tion Nigeria for the deci-
sion, saying the Nigerian
government has the right
to decide what is good for
its citizens.

“Mr. President has
spoken and | have no rea-

collapse of any sector and
that constitutional right
is what the President has
exercised.

“The government has
long lost faith in the NFF
and that was why it set up
a Presidential Task Force
to help secure qualifica-
tion for South Africa 2010,
when all hope of making it
to South Africawas almost
lost. This is nothing but a
complete vote of no confi-
dence on the NFF,” Gombe
said.

Furthermore, he called
on the EFCC and ICPC
to beam their search light
on the NFF activities, say-
ing Nigerians would like
to know how the NFF
have been spending their
money over the years.

Also reacting, former
NFA’ Scribe, Sani Toro,
said the suspension is the
best thing that has hap-
pened to Nigerian football
in recent times, urging the
government to ensure that
a very good plan is put in
place to ensure that after
the two years, the same
old story of woes does not

son to query his decision.
He has his reasons for
taking the action, and |
believe that the two years
will afford us the oppor-
tunity to re-organize our
football and build it for
the better”, Onigbinde
stated.

nan meanswell for Nigenan
all-Gombejoro

continue.

“The President has
the right to save anything
sector that is collapsing,
including football. This
would really enable us look
critically into those things
that have gone wrong with
out football over the years.
The decision is good for
our football and Nigerian
youths,” Toro said.

In a telephone inter-
view with former NFA
Board member, Barrister
Dudu Orumen, praised
the government for its
boldness in taking the
decision, adding that it
would have been irrespon-
sibility on the part of the
government of Nigeria if
it has decided to fold its
arms and watch our foot-
ball collapse.

“l warned those people
in the NFF that their days
were numbered. | warned
them that their inepti-
tude would lead them to
nowhere, but they refused
to listen. Now that the
problem has come, they
should be made to face the
music,” Orumen said.
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Goodluck Jonathan, ethnic bigotry
and political competitiveness

Nigeria is a country peopled by ethnic bigots who reach
outto their narrow cleavages when they cannotcompete™
- Goodluck Jonathan

here is something about travelling abroad
which seems to dispose President Goodluck
Jonathan to committing political mistakes.
Two months ago, then Acting President told
an American interviewer that the problem
in the Plateau was caused by “settlers” With

unable to compete; such statement coming from the mouth
ofGoodluck, who has NEVER won an election in his life, is
incroyable, as the French say! Goodluck rose to the top by
default and he knows that better than anyone. In Bayelsa,
he was the spare tyre which Obasanjo fitted to the wheel
ofgovernance after treacherously dealing with Alamiesei-
gha. He then became the running mate ofthe late President
Umaru Yaradua in the WORST-RIGGED election ever
conducted in our country, in 2007! When Yaradua died
he inherited power on a platter with the active support of
people he now accuses of “ethnic bigotry™!

Goodluck Jonathan occupies no moral, intellectual

such an impolitic statement, Jonathan divided,{h§a§RBal high ground to talk about competitiveness,

munity down the middle instead offinding the words to

because his entire political career has not taughta single les-

vs@naabyouit HMANIRSSS | AT B h ARt e
bigotry, I think Alhaji Tanko Yakassai offered him a fitting

riposte this week, when he said that “it is unfortunate that

heal wounds. That passed as the naive statement ofa man
from backwaters of Nigeria yet to have a steady hold

° 6 S Statl_or aPPreciate the nuances of power.
Tl!uen al[ewdays ago,UThls- P

day newspaper reported
Jonathan, apparently
over-effusive at being
invited to rub shoulders
with the leading impe-
rialist politicians, going
one step worse than he
did in his earlier faux pas
during the American visit
two months ago.
On his most recent |&f]
visit to Canada, Jonathan
met members ofthe Nige-
rian community and was
said to have told them Ij]j
what we quoted at the |[ji
head oftoday s piece. Itisa
line in the sand by Good- Ifg
luck against all those urg-
ing him to respect the
zoning agreement within
the PDP; Jonathan is
unambiguously stating
that he has chosen to darn
the consequences of his m
intention and plan: run
he will and in the proc-
ess, cause as much prob-
lem for Northern Nigeria
as he possibly can espe- Ssl
daily! Those who assume - ?
the man will be honour-
able now know the truth:
Goodluck Jonathan isthe
typical political oppor- .
tunist in power, and as gfl;
was said in Murder inthe 1S
Cathedral, the strong man
strongly, the weak man by
caprice, each has the same
ambition: take powerand  |fg
retain it. Jonathan has
Nigeria by the throat and
he will do with it as he
likes imsearch ofpower in 2011!
But let us attempt some'interrogations of the bizarre
statement ofthe president, starting with his assertion that
people retreat into an ethnic laager because they cannot
compete. He got it wrong, because nobody has asked that
power be given to any ethnic community. Those who seek
respect ofthe PDP% zoning formula remind him that the
South under his godfather/mentor, Olusegun Obasanjo,
was in power for two terms. If that was the agreement
within the PDP it should be respected; it is that simple!
Then there was the laughable adjunct about people who are

If people are truly
determined to
defeat Goodluck
Jonathan, they ' gpkrecherisei:

ofall people, it is President
Goodluck Jonathan that is
quoted ofaccusing fellow
Nigerians as being, ethnic
bigots. If Nigerians have
now resorted to ethnic
sentiments it is because we
are following the actions
and utterances ofthe pres-
ident. It is this presiden-
tial moral rectitude that is
guiding ordinary Nigeri-
ans. If President Jonathan
is ethnically biased, he is

Frankly, Ithink we have in

must be will- oy g oo
Ing to organize
and struggle and
should work on ~ *gpasd g Jonan
time on a national
platform. He has
already started his
campaign

overtake the state in his
desperate effort to run for
president in 2011.

I also think that those
who are willing to stop
him should reduce the

[ amount of time being dis-

not be. He is using the
power of incumbency to
build a movement for his
2011 project hence the
motley groups of cam-
paigners that are mush-
rooming everyday. There
is a huge war chest that is
being moved around to
buy people; the EFCC and
ICPC will blackmail oppo-
nents; religion and ethnic-
ity will be used to decimate
the North especially and
governors will be beaten
into line by employing the
Obasanjo method of hos-
tage-taking through the exhumation ofcorruptactivities. If
people are truly determined to defeat Goodluck Jonathan,
they must be willing to organize and struggle and should
work on time on anational platform. He has already started
his campaign; even Madam Patience commenced another
leg of the campaign amongst women last Tuesday at the
Eagle Square. By describing those who tell him to respect
his own party as ethnic bigots afraid to compete, Goodluck
Jonathan has thrown down the gauntlet. Let us politically
defeat that paper tiger hiding behind presidential power to
cause disaffection in the country.
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Paraguay vowto *top
Spanishstyle .

their stylish pass-
ing in Saturdays World
Cup quarter-final, cap-
tain and goalkeeper
Justo Villar said yester-
day.
“We cant give them
space, they are a team
who have a very good
touch and who move
the ball very quickly - if
we give them just a little
bit ofspace they will slap
us in the face,” Villar told
reporters.
Paraguay earned their

araguay will aim
Pto stifle Spain and

place in theJast eight by
beatingijapin on penal-
ties after thdir game had
ended gogllefcs following
extra-tin™!"

Villar. 4tnd his  well-
organized defense
have conceded just one
goal in four games in
the tournament so far,
helped by amidfield that
has closed down their
opponents effectively.
“Our football has always
been about effort and
our tactical set-up, that
is what our game is
based up on." '

Aguirre resigns as Mexico coach

vier Aguirre quit yesterday as Mexico coach,
hree days after the national team was knocked
ut ofthe World Cup in a 3-1 loss to Argentina

in the round of 16.

It marked the fifth straight time that Mexico has been
eliminated in the second round ofthe World Cup.

“I'm the person responsible,” said Aguirre, adding
that hetd made a commitment to reach the quarter-

finals.

Mexico has only twice reached the quarterfinals of
the World Cup—in 1970 and 1986, when it hosted

the event.

“We didnt qualify for the next round, and because
ofthis one can consider it a failure,” Aguirre added.
“The plan was to ... be among the best eight in the
world. This was the plan. Ifwe didnt do it, its clear
staying on the job is not an option.”
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