DHUL HAJJ 4, 1425 A.H.

:Emi.;enl schalaey and
FENOWT ECOnOMmiNEN
who spoke at the
|Second Annual  Trusl
Dialogue yesterday s ibe
| Sheruum Hotel and Towers in
(Abujs said dh8) wiong
approsch and lack of politien]
will have made pomeense of

| By Hinberh L Pindign & |
| Zainab Allmi, Pofitical |
! Repacters !

reform

Nathona] econvmic tntelli-
gonce Commitiee (NE|
Peasfessor Sam Aluko and

LA HRHN Evva Nupe, Athafi Yahuye Abwbalar, represenative of the wior prevident,
chairmuin af the ovcazsivn, Former Hedd wf ING, (W(Dau Ernest Shonel.

Llinited 2nd Amaasd Trase Dialagwe heid in Abuje..

Aluko, Awoniyi |

Ider smatesman, Chicl
ESumlur Awoniyi and
eminent economist,
Pral. Sam Aluko yesterday
descended  heavily on

government’s due process
mechanim, deseribing it as
an avenwe o " breeding cor-

ruption and st gnsting devel-
opment in the country.
Both Awoniyt and Aluko

inlogue,
organised by Medin Trust
Limited, publishers of Daily
Truatd ntmd Wiekly Trurt news-

papers.
Awonibyi, whe is chifrman

i
I'I
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i
I
i

Head of Risk Munagement of

the Urilted Bank for Africa
(UBAY, Mialait Sarmesi {smico
Sanusi, said instead of re-
forming the system, what the
nation needod first was dodi-
cated leaders who are enthy-
sinstic 10 the devolop of

mmy‘e- d'emand_'s
‘compensation over

ers fault FG’s

suggestion in separate pa
peni delivered dunng the sec-
ond edition of the dinlogue,
titled: Reforming Nigeria:
Whikeh model? Organised by
Medin Trust Limitod, publish-
ersof Dby Trat and Weekly
Truxt

the country.
The two experts made e

1n 2 55 page dotailed pre-
sonitulion with 12 ahles of

Mallam \‘n&- nfMl h‘ CF Miniseer) and the

wbierring ihe

thieir time without the present

is Media Trsst
M Kemmedy Fghomentin

yi berate due process

for the country, “hocause

commonti data, Aluko mr .

This space
is for sale

reforms

first ined |nl'uwhr|:w with
the analysis and the under-
stanuding of the eeonomy, par-
ticularly its poople. This is
becuse it is the people that

mh-mluum of the nation’s
wealth 22 mare important
than the production ol wealth.
OF course, the redistribution |
iwsell i increasingly being

fined 10 a £ d smadl

can reform . Al
CCODOMY, PeF s, CRnnot ne-
formm the people. It ks people
thet build romds, bridees, fisc-
tores, shools amd colloges
ruther than the everse™
The economist lamented
that. povernment’s approsch

cligue that depends on the
stsle and that cxploit the
system, arid on which the,
stase depends, The state bs o
lonygr the cxpression uf the
mﬂx of the people,” ho

F3 A

1o ref the
Wi ton ndmltm anid wIl'-
verving to the muling class 1o
ke any fmpmct.

“1 make bold 1o sy thar
the on-going refiem is. also
merchantilist, not o market-
wriented one. Hy merchan-
Mlise, | meay a wysiem thot

Mmh--kwpn\m] -

average per hoad income to
deetime steadily in the last 18
years from an average of
$1450 per snoum in 1980 10
about $446 in 2003, “Nigeria |
has thus fallen I‘i'omnwurlnl-

tiku urges pauence

iee President Atiku
Abubalar huk called
on Nigerians ta
remain patient with federal

| | By Zainab ANmi, Political |
Reporeer (Repsi)
st build & strong

reform
pnllmu, saying that reforms
take sime sned are sometimes
painful but  tHar  the
government i working hard
o ensisre that the expocta-
tioms of the people arc met

The viee president made
the call yeatenday in & speech
delivered at the Second An-
sl Trust Dialogue beld m
the Sheruton Hotel and Tow-
e, Abuja

. Represenied by the Min
.‘wn’ :l:lr&"n‘t"' | form of duc process. due process was embedded  jsser of the Federl Capital
i 'P""f“’ Female) Awoniyi rurted i ex- i every minisiry,” Territory, Mallam Nasir ¢l-
of (e Arewn ¢ T mple ¥ ther “For you o say mow all Ryufui, Vice President
Forum (ACF) said it w.nblﬂumNMwllm that 10 be linone  Abubaker said N geri

amounted 10 drawing back
the hands of the clock to
subject all government or-
gany io  hoavily centrlised
system like the budgzt moni-
toring and price imelligence
utiit of the preaidency
According to the sea-
sonedd civil servant, who wiis
permanent seorctary in the
Federsl Civil Service in the
fato T0's, there was prudence
in fiscal misnagement during

Shonekan advocates

economic

empowerment of people

ormer Head of Interim
Fpm'rrmm Chiel'{Dx )

firnest Shonckan said
thist although Migeria‘s
progress in moat of the rel-
evant arens has so far not
matched the ambi ,

tations which accompanied
the attaisment of political in-
dependence, economic em-
powerment of ibe people v
eradicate poverty and self-
sstitiming growth should be
at the centre of any reform

( hief Shonckan was
speaking yosterday st the
second bnmual national dias
logue on “reforming Nigerin,
which model™™ organised by

Cuontd on Pg 2

that s private scctor-driven,
und market-oricried,

“The days of the domi-
nant role of government arc
oven,” e said. “we must rely
on (he strength and drive of
our privabe sector and allow
government o do what it can
do best

He sgid that the curremt
gtwermment reform: policy
which is anchored on the
Nutional Economis Empower-
ment and Development Strat-
egy (NEEDS), ks aimed nt fa-
cilitating tramsformation
through empowering the Ni-
kerian people to create
‘wealth on their own wnd re-
duce the level of poverty.

“We have adopted o mar- |
ket-based, poople friend strut-
gy, feducing the role of the
state and refocusing b for
better serve delivery. Ourex-
perience in the lost five years
has shown that we took the
right decision,” he sakd

He said thai the prosam

’ ABU, Zatia admission it mrzpo-snnos Agldeuﬁngsslon in Daily m.gmf
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| middle income status in 1980

Speakers a-.r.,o..p,; ;

Special Adviser o the vice-
i E ic Mat:

toaworld |
s the 21* poorest nation on
carth.”

ters, Professor  Mike
Kwanashie, has said that re-
forms must be based on the
aspiration of the majority of
the people, and must be
mﬂﬁvmt’mn

that the due process mecha-
nism has proven 1o be one of
the most far-reaching policies
of the reform programme of
govermnment as it has directly
dnllengcd the one ulﬁul

Anambra crisis: Ngige

must resign — Uba

hief Chris Uba had in

 fresh submission to

the Governor Olagun-
wyuOyhhh-lll e

suceeed, just as he admi

that the present admini-
stration”s effons to re-con-
ict the gollcypcest

ww-lm
He said that the present

citizens.”
Instead of the apparently
- p:tfhming policies,
said, Nigeria must em-
brace Ih! dﬂanth-dm
with

by m-:nvolvmi of
the

genuine process of good
which

mummm
culture and economic disci-

pline.
“It is my considerod view

can
be effective if all stakehold-
s mobilk 1 it, the fail-

Mmbﬂiﬁl
stems isath

political crisis in Anambra
stae insisted that

"'lﬂ&nﬁ,fhﬂnmf
'l thmrs-w_ |

e

mszsts

hereby stite categorically
that Dr. Chiris Ngige also ad-
mitted before the National |
Chairman of the People’s

ure of the reform process has
resulted in the inability of the

mitiee 1o expel Governor
Ngige from the People’s
Democratic Purty (PDP).

f"'“" D e
me and my witness,

pray that Dr.
Chris Ngi.e |I|ould be
auuwiloll 1o vacate nmi

that we should uband
manty of the on-going refonm
pclquwunh‘lnmdn
social, political and economic
catustrophy that are endermic
| i their contribution,” he said.

On his part, Sanusi said
that, “no matier how good a
mode! is, it cannot work ina
nation where those respon-
sible for its implementation
| are self-serving, comupt per-
| sons and where the very rep-
resentatives of the people
undermine their interest and
sell their conscience for a
share of the loot.”

Tracing the nation's eco-
nomic woes 1o previous poli-
| cies like the Structural Adjust-
' ment Programeme (SAP), the
hanker said government has
unwisely increased money

without concomitant

| supply
domestic product growth.
L :i';lfd “Maney supply
n

‘country Ly
natural resources into growth
and development.

“Reforms will work if we
advance the promotion of
security and good gover-
nance, which are prerequi-
sites to social and economic
development, Reform is
about development and de-
velopmient is about people.
Central to development is the
ability of the people to ad-
vanee their material well-be-

ing.” he enthused.
He added that Nigeria's
dnviupnmlmhpwpb—
“hased and
should :ely on that tier of
government that is most
closely related to the people.
“The problem of empower-
ment at the grassroot level
which is now critical o move
the economy forward cannot
be achieved without the ac-
tive f of the

| doubles every three ym

| while GDP growth remains in

| the range of 2-3 per cent an-

nually,” adding that this is
ry and

that social formations of Af-
rican ies have been

-lﬁmulmm, )
Sanusi, b com-

mmmll uqnl.lllu forma-
tions dominated by the

mendid the present govern-
;mlfwhmgdwﬁumm-
]pﬂ:llw the need to mckle
mmlplm and other similar

a 10-point rec-
ommendllien‘ the banker
suggested that the Central
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) be bro-

ken into two, where one will
| handle money management
|while the other will be an
|mllpmﬂonofohﬁmn
cial regulatory agencies.

Government economic

talist mode of production,
hence, developing countries
today have little choice but

with the general-

ity of the Nigerian people.
Yesterday's Trust Dia-
logue, which held at the
Sheraton Hotel & Tmr

dld nol win the Anambra | =

State governorship election |
of Apnl 19, 2003, noting that
Governor Ngige had sdmitied |

u.touunmm '
Chief Uba noled that the

ic Party that he did |

The PDP chicflain further
muuuwu,
the investigative commitice
evidences that ;uwurnnt.

Ngige did not win election, |
while refeming 1o his position
-lﬂﬂpuwlnhm
miltee.

Shonekan M,-G-lk.l'

| Media Trust Limited at  among the ethnic nationali-
hotels, Abuji.

ties that mike up the country

before President
et

Abuju had in
former head of state, Chiel
Emest Shonckan, who was
chairman of the occasion;
Governor Bukar abba lbrahim
of Yobe Stute, Minister of the
Federal Capital Territory,
Malam Nasir ¢l-Rufii, who
represented Vice President
Adtiku Abubakar; ex-Speaker
of the House of

tives, Alhaji Ghali Na® Abba;
minister of Sport, Col. Musa
Mohamed: the Eisu Nupe,
Alhaji Yahya Abubakar, who

of Barrister Olisa Metu and |
Alhaji B. Farouk. |

| of uman life, Chicf Shonekan
| said that there must be a fo-
cuon enmsmk

Uba said: “It is perti |
1o state that 1 know as o fact |
that Dr. Chris Ngige did not |
win clection. In view of the
fact thai Dr. Chris Ngige have

pr Sl R e

should be embraced, that we |
noed to reform our misplaced |

valoe system and arrive at an
equitable formula for sharing

mmmsﬂnmor

maoving the ceonomy forward.

tural reform cfforts.
Further, I!epmﬁudlhlthl

will be p.
eu'mmlmuNIWn_lml

as governor of bra St

AlKO connd. from r.-:

office is n prescription for

PROgTmIe..
Aluka nlw fluhad the |

llnunuﬂmeinmldumn

§ |lhes|q|pnnnl.‘lheuodw

4 sovereign national
| conference, maintaining
Thowever, that federalism must |

| % r

was royal father of the duy;
Chairmun of Bulet Interna-
tional Construction Com-
Isa; chair-

igeria
gress (NLC), Mr. Adams
Oshiomhole.

Others inchude Dr. Ibrahim
Tuhir, Prof. Munzali Jibril, Dr.
Usman Bugaje, Dr. Haruna
Yerima, col. Habibu Shuaibu,
Dr. Tijjani Naniya and a num-

and members

cess for which they have no
control and under rules that
they have no imput.

“Each country musi take
into account its history, level
of development of productive
forees, and the nature of the
dominant social formation as
reforms must be based on the
aspirations of majority of the

He added that for reforms
1o be successful in Nigeria, it
must find & base in rural

government
fice of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

poten-
tinl 1o i and delay.
And its not ising that

| bepr Iy
to ensure the

very often &epmhcum
delayed, people are not paid,
and of course before you
know where you are, people
ﬁuhh&;oﬁcmor

l!lﬂ.vhldluﬁeh-
gmnhgud’mmmm he

Ahb.mu-dulmlnd
the National Economic Intel-
ligence Commitiee (NEIC),
described the mechanism
thus: “Due process is undue
delay. In the United States,
due process is everywhere,
not in a small group of
women.”

He lamented  the
centralised mechanism sug-
gesting that it has been at the
disadvantage of all Nigerians
excluding the few who use it
o drag hu:k developmental

Atiku C’-ﬂ.ﬁ“hl

| administration made cco-
| nomic revitalisation its main
| priority having inherited a

year by off-loading some ma- |
Jjor puhlie uum‘ptilcl Iiie

| moribund economy

munities among her peas-
antry who constitute by far
the largest single group in the |

country as well as confront |

puubxomu:w
crisis of mass poverty and the |

enormous wealth of the coun-

try. “The point remains that

just us the present epoch

g)olu!lulinnhueruwd
wealth than

previous modes ﬂwdue-
Mnm-uuo:wm
more incredible

of |

| chamcterised by broken in-
i LT

low ca-

NITEL ! |
and the m

the efforts of
Medis Trust Limited for |

pacity utilisation, high import
, massive

vice, hence its moves to

“u series of diffi-
cult, but necessary economic
reforms.”

decpen.

ganising the forum for dia- |
logue, Vice President |
Abubakar said that the ad- |
ministration is committed o
promoting open consultation
on vital national issues and
expressed hope that concrete
suggestions made at the
event on the way forward for
the economy and socicty

ption, saying it |
mwlﬁmnﬂwuw
emment.

e, b i 4

| survival of a multi-ethnic

Ill.l.el
D g the pﬂﬂliul

ing th most

Nigenians sre uul'up‘l.

“I don't accept thatall Ni- |

mmwmu
wieal money, yes. But more

than 95 per cent of Nigerians

are very, very upright. ls |

uuhmmw
| Chief Shonekan ridiculed the
systematic whittling of the |
mmndmhliliuuﬂh'

'fmmmmm
i now have |

only the ining
are corrupt... Those who |
Mwmﬂmw
tion are those who nurture

that, | |

Mmmavﬁhhm
not fiscally viable and are at
| llw same Iimeelpwwdm

United States, he said, are |
worst culprils in cormuption, |
adding. however, that theirs |

was “a productive cormup-
tion.”
Awoniyi also spoke on the
rot in the nation’s civil ser-
wice, saying: “without good |
civil servants, you can’t suc- |

| ceod.®

Hel

| seen, most of them are only |
-Nebplynlﬂﬁlhhﬁqu

7 |muofdnlmnnuand|

| political office holders with |
| little or no resources left for |
| real development.” |
Noting that the involve- |
ment of in eco- |
. nomic activities has so far not |
| produced ntlll'o:mmI re-|
| sults, Chief Shonckan said

ﬂﬂmﬂnnhgdnmmr
| Mﬁmmhl
| mlrlm mwnl and mlrkctl

| pbnmNip

ment of "devﬂuputem
through the barrel of the
mouth. That's what we have |
in Nigenia: Televish

i
i .n.

ing cconomy.
| Wmunﬂlm'
MMW

ngrow- |

ances, jingles — barrel of the
mouth, instead of develop-

ment through push of the |

pmbleml
inue to call into |
mmm-ﬂm
ld.wd.. acceptability of the

whole reform process. How-
| ever, economic reforms ger-
udlymmumanm
themselves through the sys-
tem for this reason
one might argue that it may |

cause he knows that produc-
mamamuu"

10 evaluate them and deter-
mine whether or not we are |
nhuhmt.“hd& 3

.

Iumelnded. 1
Also ﬂ“mlm‘{'\{m mwu
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APGA to participate in
national dialogue

1l Progressive Grand Al
Viance (ATIA) hay saidd
sl seeept an
ivitathon i be pant of e fed
eral government natiopal -
Nognie. AINIA had heen u.nnun

abeeh L Pindiga
ical repovter (Semate)

P
maalicious mad Lacking bn b
wtance.”

Upos e expulsion of the
g officers, a

ently eriticad of th
logue il insteud nnnuu! for
a sonersign maponal conforence.

it nddressing newsimen M
the pary's soretwial i Abuja
yesterday, APMGA'S national
charrmean, Chekwas Okode said
they huve decided 10 join the
conference o avind bomg Tofi
Bhimd I costributing W refoen
g the polity,

He saddl since guvermmeiil
wan heni of convening the con
ferenoe, despite having oppost-
tioe, APGA had decided 10 be
patt ol ik

Oz said i the event of
Wiy Byl apposition parties
nay be blackmailed by the jpov.
exmpent and made 10 appess s
if they were nod ffhful im their
cvmsande flor # better polity. This,
Ihis party would be pait of ihe
cmifereive

The chanrmami, who wis des
eloning the outcome of thy por-
1y s Mational Exceutive Conmi-
tee {NEC) sweting bebd Weilnes-
day a the Chida Intemational
Hioeed, Abeju, sald (he cighi “dis-
widens™ mndopal officess and six
wihiess have been expelied form
APGA,

Thirse disrttissed inchude the
former remsurcr and factional
Jesiier.. Mr Victos Linwh; Seere, |
Ay, San Shinkafiand Sadeog
Masalla.

The NEC also passed & vow
i confidence on Chonie, dis-
inissing the allegations w
Thivmt s ~frivolots, wnfound

uu-“ﬂuhrphmngm The
new scervtary in now Bello
Utnae, while Prisce O
Akanneihu is ineasurer.

Meanwhile, ibe European
and American whigs of APGA
fuave sent in their endorsement
1o Okorie and urged for a
usipudratrle wth it sckad offic-
e For e ek in the paity

Claimun of the European
and Aumetbon romes. fvk Oty and
Mike Cuulimbe respeciively,
aalid fn two separate leviers thal
oS mcewseTs st provide
wemerehe pril 1 they were i be
taken seriousty

il

NeWS

ammqmmmmmmmmmmmwu»

Hajj Airlift: Mantu gives 24 hours ultimatum

e Nationial Al hai),

Senutor Ihrabiin Manbi.

had yestorday given 25
lwomery altninantion 1o IRS sirfine
i et alh palgriona sissshed 10
it o be would re-asign 10 an-
ather airling operator.

Senntor Mants made the
dectamtion when he was in
Muidugun, yesterday for fow
Tunrs sssessment visit o the
o sone half exereine

I e

From fsa Umar Gusan,
Corresprinndens (Maidgperis
and Kashim Sule
Currespromident (Minmi)

1 will bring Ta assiiber sirline
operator 0wl pigmms. Al
Nigerian pilgrims must be un

Mlhnllll.‘hinlimumly :

S proposty remly for the il |

wherever IRS aitlive has been
wﬂmuhlﬂlnum-
have feceived a call
umﬂmh
minules ago o s
ciated with IRS operation. So |
armh Ay gy it bl and clews (hul
TR huve between oo and oo
oW wrnil] lllli!l 8l the pil-

Dariye demands
compensation over
emergency rule

owermdr Joshua Darye
i Plateen woday usked

for compensation for the period
ol six months of emerpency nile

Aseettbly fist the Joss of their
emoluments during the six
moy they were suspended |
froma uffice.

“Rights huve been mumn
uﬂluﬂsklh: o, Conl
sation has to be paid,” Dar "a
counsel, Prof. Ben Nwabuvze
{SAN], tokl 4 panel of Suptene
Court Justices presided over by
the Chief Justice of Nigenia, Jus- |
tece Miohammed Uwaie

The pancl win constitited i
review ihe onmlllﬂ!lumll!y af
the state of emergency av de-

Irlutdm!'luuumk!-ly 18 by

tending that Chhasanje violared
ottt provivion particu-
laly Section 305, in declaring
the emergency mile

Today's hearing was shoit
Tived as parties to the suil failod
10 comply with the order of the
court which directed filing of
wnn:n briefy within specified

amwmnum
the case,

Thit e veviesliad Dhat (s
povermn liad begsn talks with
Saudi Airfines s o ooine and
wirkift Niger pllgrims before the
deadling om Sasunlay.

Acoonding o the informaton
wvailable 1o Deally T the stane
governor swunj iite action
when be lanmmit that members of
contigents pirliflod so far are just

1500 in five inps.

Contfirming the nember of
[ wesaide w0 P, e ERS nta-
oo ol an Maana, Alhaji bdris
Sani Bicks, said that wonight |
l'l'l!uml.lyrlhclll.‘.imldll ik

i\ﬂ Ihnmp it wold re-
:mél‘lﬁn fior the irlines fo |
“ﬁl' the pilgrima compleicly

Interest Rates: CBN to

review MRR

he Contral Bank of M
wenia (CHN) s b roview
e Ml Wl

By Atmed L Shekarau,
Gt Buyimess Editor, with,

sitfine operaton that would take-
wven markihisgg oof piljgrians shoubd
there be any faihing

Masin okl Boma pilgrimm
that Kabo Airlincs was smony

The wver 1,000 Niger pil- |
it strumnded 0t e Minna Tn-
temational Airport may have &
slgh of relief as effors are boing
made by the state govemor whe
uwmwm»lmmu mirlilh
the inierding piligrims.

Refinble source wid Datly
Tirnint i Wi thad the governor
Engr. Abshlkadic Kure who ar-
rived Sudl Arubia shesd of his
b vontlngent was visibly an-
WY over llw IHI,' of m&fmn

Rate (MRR) this yeur as parg of
A ety nnapement
imitiative. The MRR which i«
ourrenily fixed ot |5 per cent is
the rate i which the apes bank
Tends 10 the hanks amd serves as
the poininal anchor of lending

Iuiver berween 18 10 32 percent
an chiarged by various bamks

the MRR was gimed si reducing
ihe wvinall cost of capstal for the
real sector during the year

1 s evid of year adsdress 1o
his stafl, copies of which were
released in Lagos vesterday, the

when he spoke

Govs meet Obj over
_excess crude earnings

e Crervernons Forum yes
tenday et behind closed
doors with I'rnluteut

| tna Sanusi Polirical
| nepirter (Senate)
T inee for rehef 1w

CHN governor ssd this the bank
had d an i
Policy Deparrment as a now

2

icy apparatus.
e said that the new depart- |

ment would play o more sctive |

rule in policy formulation wnd
mhvocay while the Rieseanch and
Statkstics Dopartment -w!d

agency report |
e ro-focused Wy preserve and
enhance the values of the re-
werves while exploring an opfi-
imal cittency composition of se-
wCrVes W i ﬂw Armneac

Reps recommends
more judges for
Appeal, High
Courts
Hammeed M. Belin,
litteal Reporter (Senur)
he House of Repre

il seeansts
a reconmendation for
increase of judges of the Ap-
%aldml-li'h(‘mmh
5010 70
This is part of two sepa.
ke reports of the Joint Come
mittee on Justice and Jodici-
ary on-bills 10 make poavi-
mions for merease in the
j e conant |
of Appeal and the High
Courts.
The eepons exclusively

i abtuined by Daily Truxt were

Juititly signed by chilnman of
the Judicisey and Justice
Committecs, House Bl Thn
| Nallnh and Alex Nwofie.

On couns of Appeal. the
committee sabil it considered
the provighins of the ariginal
Bill and recommended thit
“the Court of Appeal Act, m
amemded, w berebry further
wimended in seetion | by sub-
situting there of the foliow-
ing new soction, that is-the
number of Justices of the
Court of Appeal. ineluding
the president of that cour.
shall be seventy.”

The commitice said the
increase is intended to ensure
that there is @ sufficien
number of justices for thenew

| division of the court just ere-

ated and those 1o be created
the future.

justices 1o serve in the exiki
n\su:v-luoﬂllvmmm
QMMMM&T

w

thon shocks on ony individual
.mnqrmibnm he

!mhulouuillul thig hnnl]
woald confitme fo promote €x- |
m‘mkmu&mm
melghbonuting countries 10 real-
s the goal of a common cur-
mﬁ&w)mhmamcm

huzlJ‘May.lm.mllmmml
entertaing appeats from all

Masari harps on debt
cancellation for Nigeria, Africa

wwnm of the Howse
lon

Oluscyun O
excens orude ot income, the gen-
eral econamic state of the natiom

Tounaani victims led by the Sul-
tan  of Sokoto  Alhaji |
Muh 1o Maceido with |

o well da Nigeria' in
for vietims of the Tsuainl dis
weter were discussed

‘I'be meeting which had in

President O
ll:umgnl-l:l!dhwblllly
and incompetence of Dariye o
uarantee security of lives and
pruperty generally mﬂ:mu
hin rensons.
The Natinoal Assenbly hasd

nired May -Gign, Chiis All 3¢ the
Sole Administator of the State.
Chigf Batiml  Willkams
(540, filect the mmu@-t
featiom bt I 0f (Ne=State con. |
i 3w dom e Ak
AU L T

cutting
mwlwalmmmﬁ
“mot il the cnde only sue but
we could say thar exeess crade
imcame wins part of it snd thent

| are some other few problems

which we discunsed on the
evonomy. Thing concerning the
cconomiy. that concerns the
states. Youi knorw, the overall mne
g of the ecanony, ™ safd Geov-
mmr Achike Udenwa of Ino

- l‘nl!m bt wariiee
et widh (he fedensk guvern’
P e T
e o oe ')‘."LI-';‘ 0

Eanir of Gwandu, Alhaji Al- |
Mustapha Jokely, Archbishop
Jobin Onuayekan and the chalrman
First Rank of Nigeria, Alkaji
Lbrsear Mustallab,

Presldent  Obasanjn's
spokesperson, Mrs Remi Oyo,
Tad s 0 statmnent said the gov-
wrnors forum eapressed their
wolidarity and support for the

difenst s et 100 rabse comri-

tions for the vietims of the
Temmanm
I mibded that the Wlhr
with the presidenl ook
m:’mummmmmn-u
N e i the aifort 1o uifor

sl s Ve i of Simath Piden:

d of key aatistical in-
lwnmnn the economy.

Solude promised that tho
pace of implementition of the
hank's “Project Eagles™ would
e rmved up in all it aspects in
2004, He said that spproprisie
atnezttion wesild e be given i
deployrment of appropriase infor-
mathon technology infrastroc-
ture, the reform the secunty sys-
e, restricturing of communi-
catbon srategy and the review of
el weifure.

The CON goveriion proem-
imed that higher currency de-
wominations would be intro-
duced in 3005 (0 ease tfransac-

and othes counmes in Africa i
rislrie! o )

m g them
| developenont and called For cam-

cellution of the debil to facilitate
ey

by
which amouni lar outwelghs
what was borrowed.
I ealled on the Nethertands |
and other l—.nupmlmrmn
tries fo wasied ity hmmm

jeria, Aan Jun Verdgaral, who
bl he wisiied the National As-
seanbly bocuuse of the valoe his
comniry itraches 1o its relation-
ship sith Nigerta and role it i
playmng in Africa,

The wla.l\mhu llello

of the debt

thier African couninics properly

fight poverty, illlericy, AIDS
iaf ey develomment in-

s rgery ety
He wnd

tiony with appropriate mix of
AR D btk e STk -

Asis in thelr time of
- i“l“""‘f'
Aok BTy

wernil
Wl
i

-mwnm

Maﬂuuh‘m
L TR TR T
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Towards 2007: Afenife

e Pan Yoruba socio-
political organization,
Afeml’:rc. has em-
harked on an aggressive
membership drive up 1o the
Ward Level as part of a mas-
sive restructuring process
aimed @l repositioning the
group for the 2007 gencml
clections.
The Acting Leader of
Afenifere, “Itf Reuben

From Dele Ogunyemi,
Freelancer (Thadan)
Alhaji Ganiyu Dawodu and
Alhaji Ghergea Kako, among

others.

The Afenifere Acting
Leader expressed concern
over the rifl that had engulied
the organization waying that
the leadership had decided
t'md u lasting ml-lllun -

d this in

addressing

the various Local Govern-
ments of Oyo State who had
converged at Mapo Hall 1o
receive the national leader-
ship of the organization cur-
u:-if on a working tour of

Chd'Faﬂ-n was ac-
companicd to Ibadan by

sive parties with o vm- m
making the group o big party
“where nobody is left be-
hind.”

He maintained that
Afenifere and Allinnce for
Democmey (ALY could not
be sepurated since, as he put

i, both weere built on the same |

socio-political philosophy of
[airness, truth and justice for

s s n~ all as propounded by the late
cluding ;M‘{)ﬁk::]“ :1:: sage, Chiel Obafemi
candidute of Alliance for De- Speaking specifically on |
mocracy (AD): Senator the alignment of forces for |
s Akinfema. fac. 2007, Chief Fasoranti, ad- |
tions rstionsl Chairman of . ¥ived Wis supporteny. o be |
AD:  Semator  Femi ”‘“’YM“'“;M and ""'|:‘ de-
Ok e A SR ced money as the cun-
Ihﬂm;t;;:\:: didature of the former military
Ajayi, Chicf Ayo Adebanjo, President, General Thrahim

Presidency explains VP’s

ély I:lpkn:ed. Vice

President " Atiku
u\buhhf s absence from
two crucial meetings on
‘Woednesday, saying be is on
a bed rest.

Abubakar was absent
Federnl Ex-

g B2
WJ‘IM

ahsence from two mee

wmhuenbﬁs

following travel-related ex-
hatstion and cold.”

Adinayi-Ojo debunked |

speculations that the vice

president had boen staying
fumetions follow-

from public functions

ing the resignation of PDP |
Audu Oghch Last

Chairman
weckend.
The vice president last
a Tunctions
on Tuesday during the recep-
tion, bilateral talks and state
dinner for Iranian President
Mohummed Khatami.
Adinoyi-Ojo stated that
the president was duely in-
formed about the vice
president’s state, saying that

ity Trvist

INEeWS -

ngida, Vice Pre:

Atiku Abubakar snd u:lms
are being dangled before
them on daily basis.

“When the time comes,
Afenifere will decide which
party 1o join,” he declared.

Chief Olu False had ear-
ler chorged the Yoruba
people o cummlu o em-
brace the p hy of

by Nigerians under the

el =I-mtmulobumil e,

re embarks on massive restructuring

Governor Bola Tinubu of

Afenifere which he said
stands for honesty, hard work
and ability to “plan for the
people

According to Falae, the
cxxrment hard times being fced

e Com

B y F)
:‘;f;;l;b h::;:i I- -e 1C (INEC)  Lagos ?l_nl:‘ as J\klndc s
by Presid Olusey s Iy tuted . UDAA
Obasanjo had only under should be reviewed with
scored the need m’uum members drawn from the van- NDLEA
their position politically and  ous political parties and in-
vote in AD came 2007, serest groups. arrest 85
In that regand, Chicf Falac Akinfenwa condemned,
stressed the need for urgent  in strong tenms, the recogni- dru Sus
U ol a gn  tion given by INEC w Chicf
National Conference and re-  Bisi Akanide manipulation as pu; Niger
tum to the Old parfiamentary  AD Chainman

sysiem of Political govem-
metils.

To Chiel Mojisoluwa
Akinfenwa for the 2007 gen-

1 regard Bisi Akande s
INEC's Ngige in the South
West. And since Ngige can-
not be without Uba, | regard

, Hon. Bala Fon Na MMMM

ihe Nuths

m&_.dh

Busmmman suesR

serving member on
the Imlld of Niger
Dela Development
ommission (NDDC) and
member of the House of rep-
resentative representing Abia
state, Mr. Okey Nurubani, is
10 appear before in Abuja
federal high court to angwer
charges on serious allega-
tions of cormupt practices lev-
cled against hi

del'mllm "wull mm lln
:;s of corrupt

independen pt prac
commission (1CPC) and the
Anormney-General of the fed-
oration.

The plaintiff al that
the nction of Mr Nwubani has

ulinnnl dut
ﬂwyllklwlhef m;{dmﬂw
mi a4 bnml lncmh:r nl'
NDDC without first ensuring

that llu.-p\ -Cieneral in-
an

The plaintifl in the suit,
the wlalmmhnp betu.wn ﬁ!c chiefM JOD Nowalild who
i was wab Tittad chiof

He also demed allzsn-
tions that the vice president
Tadd been holding meetings al
This residence, cxplaining that
only “a few of fits close aides
and friends™ had been calling
to wish him well.

The spokesman said the
two men had “continued 1o
work together as a team o
deliver on the promises made
to the Nluﬂ‘lﬂllm‘l!dlmns
the 2003 Elections.”

and community leader in
Uzuaku/Ukwa west local
government arca of Abia
state in o statement of claim
filedd before the court by his
cwmei Olasoji Olowolafe
Esq. alleged that the defen-
dant has abused his office 10
appropriate o himself, con-
tracts from NDDC st inflated
rates without due process.
Joined as defendants in
the suit are Mr. Okey

Adamawa commends Media Trustfor objective journalism

he government of

I Adamawa state has
commended the man-
of Mestioo Trust, | Pub-

agemont
lishers of the Weekly and
Daily Trust Newspapers) for
wpholding the fime
honoured ethics of balance
and objectivity in jourmalisimn
practice in the country

The state government, in
A statement signed by the
Chicl press sceretary W the
‘govermor,  Abdulrazzak
said, by so doing,

atthe

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Health Reporter
unfiir sttacks and bluckmail
According 1o the state-
ment, the mensures will help
in srengthening the ethics ol
journalism practice in the
country, just as it noted that
the media is supposed 1o up-
hold wrath and objectivity
Adamawn state govem-
mint, in the statement “ex-
pressed the hope that other
independent medin houses
will emulate the shining ex-

“We share the view that
media houses, be it electronio
o print should be carcful with
the kind of adverts or materi-
als they publish or air %0 as
ted writ.

1

ot b allow con
crs Of professic
take advantage of the liberal
disposithon of the papet in
malign governments, ir =
thons or persons,” the stated
moled,

It would be recalled that
the management of Media
Trust Limited recently an-
nounced stifler measures on
the placement of adverts, pe-
titions and other related ma-
terials 1 any of its publica-
tion.

d 1o

g R

“ill-gotien
which is not commen-
surute with his legitimate in-
come as director in NDDC.™
Alleging  that  Mr.
Nwubani had not always
been rich prior 10 his ussump-
tion in office, the plaintifT
added that the defendant
through an abuse of his of-
fice, “diverted the coarsc ol a
road planned and budgeted
1o link two ol 0

FG declares Jan
20" 21% as
ublic holidays

he federal government
Thursda

Junuary 2005 umhlk- hali-
days 10 mark this year's 1d-

Tink hits ruesion 1o his village,
even as he (plaintifl) was
signatory 10 & pelition en-
compassing his allegations to
the fourth defendant (ICPC)
with & view 1o imvestigating
and prosecuting the first de-
lendant since June, 2004
The pleintifl, however, al-
legedd that despit
ry of crying oul kn-

and'or neglected o ael
spite his repested demands
andd that this has prompted
the first defendant to now
seek to forward {or has al-
rendy forwarded) his nume o
the senate president for
sCTEening lnf lt-nmmmﬁ!l

that if
his name

[E1-Kabir colck

In making the annoutce-
ment on behalf of the federal
government, the minister of
internal Affirs, D Iyorchia
Ayu, senl sincere and wim
greetings to all Muslims at
home and abrosd, as well as
our foreign friends who are
resident in ihe country

He urged all Muslins o
late the exemplary at-
e of Prophet Mol
1 (Peuce be upon him)
among which arc tolerance,
love and peaceful co-cxisi-
ence between people of same
undd different faiths.

. Ay urged all Nigen-
ans irrespective of their reli-
gious beliefy 1o use this oc-

National Avsembly Comples, Abuja. Pz Feis Onigbinde |

epnver NDDC contract

of the phmuﬂ |

e'mn u‘hmll pm‘“
1o

- | against

mand of lluc NDLEA
wrested BS

drug pushers last year, ll\c
{‘ummami:r, Mr Joshun
Majin, has said.

Majin told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Minna yesterday that the
agency also serzed hard
drugs weighing more than
3,256 kg during the period.

He said the amests and
seizures were more than
those of 2003, adding that
the drugs scized were
mostly Indian

The commander ex-
i‘m increase
i the number of youths in- |
volved in drug abuse in the
state.

Majin said unlike in 2003 |
when 10 drug addicts were |
counseled by the Drug De-
mand Reduction Unit of the
agency, 24 persons were
counseled in 2004 and four
referved for rehabilitation.

He said the success re-
corded last year was due 10
the command’s initiatives
und intensified patrol of ma- |
jor highways, especially
along the Suleja-Kaduna

He said the command |

| would boost its enlighten-

umupny-mmmup|

join lhelwy in its war |
mm

Bafarawa
2005 budsé%tm

overnor Attahiru

Bafarmwa of Sokoto

state on Wednes-
day signed into law the 2005
approprintion bill passed by
the wate House of Assem- |
bly on Tuesday.

The News Agency of Ni-
greria (NAN) reports that the
slate govemnment ed |
more than N32.37 billion for
the 2005 fiscal year.

NAN also reports that |
out of the figure, over N21.5
billion is for capital expendi-
ture while about N10.7 billion
s For recurrent expenditure.

Signing the bill into law,
Pafisraws said that the 2005
hudget was geared towands
enhancing the living stan-
dard of the people,

According 0 him,
provision of basic social
amenities and infrustrsctune
would continue o be given
due privrity.

Bafaraws dirccted all
government officials 1o en-
sure the religious implemen-
tation of the budger and

|

casion for sober refl d the ibers of
andl pray for the peace, wnity the Assembly for its speedy
and progress of this our great  passage and “positive midi- |
couniry, Nigena. eanons.” |
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|R1pples in the polity

ince the Anambra
political imbroglio
started, | have tried
uqr ilml 0 resist every

intentionally engaging in
acts that arc directly inimical
to the very substance of

states of the federation,
including Anamibra.
In an address at a

illustrates this more clnrly
than the awful and I'rulHﬂ'I

in which

meeting of the PDP
i Juane 2004, For example, Audu
Oghbeh

uwllwunm

(discussing it However, |
(have always !

Anambra crisis simply as a
|manifestation of a deeper
| anid maore serious problem in

Spemliully. it must hv:

elective posts, especially
b:gmml; ml'h the 2003
El ‘I‘m

as "a celeh of victory,
wvictory brought about by what
some, in & different
circumstance, would call, o

paradigm shift". Well,

ilimly ucmn;-—lhllau-lll
part of the lcarning process,
that no democracy is perfect

and so on. Certainly,
furing d ies, like

|b==n bvi w all
|perceptive observers of the
Nigerian political scene that
things have not been going

Rome, were not built in a day
and the mation must go

wn It period of

very
wularly, since the sham
rlmafwlﬂ,m

which must, of
nccessity, include some
positive leaps as well as

more than the cnnduct of
elections but the proper
conduct of elections certainly
constitutes the foundation of
lall  genuine democratic
|systems. Or else how can
leaders ubn emerged

the

the system under the guise
of 8 *learning process” while
in reality we are not ready W
learn anything. When it
I:DII!H 1o the conduct of

basic democratic principles
of accountability and
transparency”

How could a Clris Ngige,
(who knew he did not win the
clection, feel accountable 1o
his people? And is there not
some clements of a Chns
Ngige in almost very
|poliliciﬂ'-munllly?
| Are there not & Chiris Ngige,
& Chris Uba and a
‘combination of the two in

Do our
that they can
continue 1o subvert
ademuoy to serve their
penmll interests, and keep
hopllls that the institation
\can be maintained?
Politicians at all levels
|keop tlking about the noed
|10 nurture d while

just like that!
politicians think

for v i
appears that we have been
“leaming” very well—to rig
better with every election;
and perhaps, gradually, sol
1o conduct any electiony at
all. Come to think of it, what
is the need for the entire
facade called elections if
those who were not even
candidates in clections are
today presiding over the
affirs of our country?

And the nation gocs on
unperturbed as if all this is a
simple matier thal must be
m:ﬁhd.nnﬁl

Wk i
one made possible by
politics of bald-faced vote
robbery across the nation.
Under the guise of bringing
them into the mainstream of
national  politics  and
supporting & fellow Yoruba
man, the people of the
Southwest were conned into

belicving that their salvation |

lies with the PDP. But it is
becoming clear by the day to
all those who care 1o discem
thit the PDP s a ;unymllnm
the people, and

described the meeting, |

StillonGmnbe and its clique

Im'c hiis, of late

‘who they use to sell off
their  variety  of
merchandise: chorus of
lies in the pewspapers
such ag the one written by
Buﬂr MIW in the

ﬁnp.lrmlhr&ew
Ties an presenied by the

L .“,.

 atiesied to the “few rods”

() sure he pearly ehoked

to admit]), The few roads - Goje.

that he was talking about is
the six asphalt township
roads in Gombe Metropolis
and the dual road from

mtmm
Hashir to print pictures of
any crevices in any of the
roads. Bashir should reflect
on the four years of
Haxhidu's Government, not
nhﬂnmdﬂdham.

rénovated.
Bashir tafked on the
Omhnmuiunl m

desperate
crump’s falling. from . the
‘table of their umm

writer's m!rﬂan off

hospital built or

three deposed traditional
rulers who he udmimd
tingly stated, opp
Cioje. He should knaw that
certiinly, Goje canniot work|
with traditional ralees whol
allow their turbans full on
the ground in' their
haste to cat the

masters
afmﬁnm‘ﬂu

right like any citizen of the
state to advice or criticize

been i

] ﬁelluhidume.ﬁhl

Bashir  know  that

government s "
continuum? Or has Bashis

Nauhn and’ M[d\ril’mf
among other.

As for ihe linking of]
rural areas o the national

devoid of democracy. Many nl'
the other parties are not
different either.

The April 2003 election
was widely condemned as
francdulent but by March 2004
when elections into Local
Government Councils were
conducted in many states
across the country, the
“learning  process”  had
transformed itself into a brazen
act of political violence and

thievery—with the state ||

“He should know that certainly, Goje
cannot work with traditional rulers who

allow their turbans to fall on the groun
in their desperate haste to eat th'

and their ammy of | =

thugs determining  who

eventually emerged victorious

in each local government,
We are now saddled with

many governors who are also |

the local governmenl
chairmen. Indeed, in many
cases, the governors m lhe
stabes,

which th

M lhew was indeed no
serious rigging in the 2003
clections, and that those
complaining were simply bad
losers.
Imagine! Some, like the
now beleaguered PDP
chairman, Audu Ogbeh, kept
talking about “celet

MMW s more, |
in many states of the |

federation, the state govemors
are all in one—the executive,
the legislator and the judiciary,
thereby making nonsense of

the pristine principle of the |

separation of power in a

S
pbn.lwmeindnd

victory'; while they kmm
very well that they did not

¥ L
Certainly, this is a classic case
of how not 1o nurture

win the el in many

“The ripples in the polity are
deep and worrying, and may
mnmd}ysweep everybody on
its way—in the manner of a
tsunami! Or even a guerilla
war, which may not be
entirely ruled out, considering

the situation

in the Niger

Delta and other places. What
I am talking about is a

Ukrainian

styled

;moiunou—omnge. blue or

“velvet!”

The erisis in the polity is
therefore certmnly beyond
Anambra, beyord Ngige, Chris
Uba und the vitnolic exchanges
between Prevident Obasanjo
and the PDP chairman. The
ripples i the polity are deep
and worrying, and may
eventually sweep everybody
o its way —in the manner of a
tsunami! Let some overzcalous
political pundits sccuse me of
tressent; | am not here talking
about u coup, which our
military must have realizdd that
it is old fashioned. Or cven o
guerilla war, which may not be

the situation in the
mnd othor places 'Ahal Lam
talking about |s o Ukrainian

wiyled revolulion
bloe or velvet!

arunge.

dered if Bushir is
hibernating of the past
four vears Hashidu' s
tenure, i3 he has shown

his bias clearly,
Tt was then thit we had
hereft of

‘u minister in charge of
Water Resources, he fiiled,
Mill glven the chanee i a

governor, what progress

~has Hashidu made, how

genuine was Hashidu's
intention towarids the witer
project? Wasn't it the

m-u. full of ineptitude,
govermed by u clique who
expended the sratey
foderal nilocations and tax
payers money on
unproductive ventures
with hing to show

d of Goje thay
Seven Hundred Million
discaunt was sectred from
one of the contragts
awarded by the past
tdministration?

So lo! Where is the

Negati of  minds

exeept midnight senlement
of political cronies, bout:
lickers and pen hackers!
(The Hushido's
povermmenl was more in
the  papers than on
ground. )

Governor  Goje's

achievemetin lave beeq...

attested to by no less 4
perdon than Gen. ﬁuharl

| Bashir_himeelf painfully

bopggling contracts coming
from? Butas it ix said “the
slgn of a good Friday comes
on o Wednesday™ Governor
Goje as a minsster has
shown the evidénce of
being a good leuder of his
people by bringing about
the rural electrificatjon and
thaty Juin, continued to the
alale.

Banhir talked shout

nchicvement,
. nan-existence, pol
intimidation

and thuggery.

The reality today, is that|
less than two years inte)
Goje's  administration,
Giombe, the state capital is
wearing a iew pleasant Jook!
that even the blind can feel,
The chain of people -
ariented projects doting the|
atate have opened newl
vistas of opportunities
benefits to the people. In;
Gombe, democracy is show|
cased 1o the people noy
through any political
thetoric of the “more you
lopk the less you see” but
through a well-articulated
plan far away from the
vagaries and vanitics of the
past, Goje. through hard
work, snd sccommadative|
leadership has brought
development in all facets of|
1 b the people of his state

| rest my case.

Umar  writes  from)
Gavernment Huuse
Grambe.
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The north after Wada
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| We“ bt jctrue,
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Nas death

| learly, northern
| Nigerin s the wors!
hit by the death of

Wida 'Nas for the stood in
defence. of the north and
| Fought for the emancipation
of its people.
In the process, he had
| heen titled Sarkin Yakin
Arewa meaning the leading
fighter of the Northern
| people: Secondly, it i3 a loss
1o the Nigerian democracy.

highly principled and
consistent  man  who
contributed immensely in
politics since the first
ropublic in which most of his
contemporurics had lefi the
struggle for the liberation of
Nigerian misses

Till his desithy, he renmined
consistent  and  fully
committed 1o his ideals
despite all the pressures and
| intimidation. Me must be
remembered  for  his
doggedness i fighting bad
governunce and abuse of
human rights. No doabt he

As u politician, he was a |

was an sdvocate of faimess |

ce for all, an

tof honesty, and
accounimbility,

Therefore, It is impaortant

for Nigerian politicians to

| emulate the Iate Wads Nas

by ensuming good conduct in

politics and fisir-play in which

&Nimfophmlld

greatly foel the impact of thear
lendership as o
strengthen and promote
MNigena's democmicy

We missed him at this
chitical time of Nigeria's
journey to  full-fledge
dvrnu:r-:y and the rule of

| therefore pray thut the
watien gets those politicians
would  promote
democratic weals, wd good
gevernapee with & view to
maving the nation forwand. |
urge northern leaders in

who

pacticular b find & way of |
immortalizing the lne Wada |
Nan for generations yet |

unberm
ovahim Kawule Liman
FPlot 1081, Garki Abuja.

'N5b boreholes
resources minister

lease permit me a
P space 1o extend my

open letter to the
honorable minister of witer
resources in your widely
read newspaper | am writing
to draw the attention wiler
resources  minister  to
something very sirange
and sinister tking place in
the ministry. Only last
week, your mimsiry
published in some nathonal
dailies bundred of nomes of
companics approved to be
iwarded the contract of
drilling boreholes all over
the federtion.

Certainly, this is a
landmark project for which
you will be remembered for
ity mnitiation as well as its
exccution. The eredit will no
doubt be your own.

Owver the last twa years,
many of the prosp

obtain hid security bond o
meot your
i

lease allow me &

JAMB

P rend newspaper o

register my displeasure
over the withholding of my
2004/05 MPCTE exams result.

I my registration
mumbers i 44 346425 AL and
cxnms mumber is 10504097,
| Tprepared day and night

project: SOS to w

I q At
no time, these prosp

contractors were asked by
m
mm. ular banks,

However, (o the surprise
of many contractors now,
while collecting their
respective letters of offor, a
certnin paper purpurted o
have been written by the
managemen) was issued
instructing all contracions
patronise only 11 banks in
securing their advance
payment guarantee and
performance bonds.

The purported paper
rends s follows:

“Notice iy hereby given

contractors {or this pudml
have been utilising various
hanks scross the country to

to all who have
been awarded contracts for
borecholes that only the
underlisted  banks are

approved by the
ministry's  management  for  the
RS of  advance
f # anil the
performance bond
isiry (o patronise  guamniee™:

This particular act has
already spurred variops
negative reactions from
many of the contraciors,
especially those who have
been patromising other
hanks not included on this
list. Fears are aircady being
entertained  thar  thix
arrangement * wWas
deliberately made by sotme
ministry officials 1 squeeze
the contractors very well
using these 11 banks as
their wols.

Also going through the *

list, there is spparently no
due process, no
transparency at all in the
selection as the list looks

Hpww!
ﬁ%ﬁiﬂfﬂ
Is relative

e e s

ause

for the examination but to
my surprise ailer paying
through-the none for the
JAMB. gecoss ard and
internet service at an

inflated price landed a Jidm““d

'humhhcll' that my result

" l:clllg withheld for

reasons umknown 1M
So, 1 am using fhis

sectional. Almost 80 per

TR UNIT

what‘s wrong?

* meanl becanse, |

medium to appedl to JAMB
10 pleasc rolease my resull, |
i cnable me use il for the
proposc for which It i

thoy “mre out 10
W <and
I§"

This is the kind of
unscrupulous action of
some ministey ofTi
which goes a long way in

cent of the banks selected ::,ML‘“(:::.:::::

v I‘mm‘_‘ sectionofthe  and  considered oo

six g ical gones of jonal in outlook.

the tmnl.ry The Honurable Minister,
“Where is the federal  as someone who hails from

characier? " At lesst nol &
singgle bank from the entire
northern  Nigerin  was
included.

In an cxcrcise where
over 5 billion nair will be
expended, o corner this
eatire moncy 1o only 11
banks ‘is totally unfair,
unjust and lacks any moral
justiTication in this era of
trangparency and aceo-

u spciety where sogial |
jostice was established
aver 100 years ago, this

inequity must not be
allowed
[} appeaTs this

arrangement must have
heen done withoul your
prior knowledge, Sir, you

must redress this issue here
anid pow!
Mallam Umar

Maigaskiva, PO.Box 2415
Garki,

ol

vt i ol
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o visit a
iggerian hajj camp, be it
in Kaduna, Lagos Abuja,
Malduguri or Kano. The
story and process is the same,
wmqnhnmdi‘llhsalcywl
from the intending pilgrims
| but among the officials. One
- will wonder when will all this
be corrected so that Nigerin
will have a hajj that is hitch

| frec?
| Segregation is openly
practised, sufferings and
| manourvering at their peak,
The situstion wherehy a

[ ]_:n very sad and shameful

person working in Pilgrims
Board s sure of going to hijj
every year is only practised
|in Nigerin regardiess of
| whether such official knows
! how to ke care of the
prilgrims or not,

From inception 1o date,
every year our intending
piligrims don t know how o

[ uss the leu (toilet) facilities
ecither in the plane or there in
the Holy Land, after
spending not less than four
da)nl in camp. Some even
npenl two 1o three weeks
dum;mchn:gbul iting for
ticket instead of training.

Problematic  is  the
illiteracy of the teachers or
trainers, who don t even have

| time for their students
{pitgerims), but are busy going
about trying W0 secure mone
situ for themselves or selling

| ihe one 5 given to ther,

Nigerin pilgrims are nited
among the dirtiest in Saudi
Arabin. Just recently @
Nigerian pilgrim was arvested
by the Sandi authoriies for

impropet dressing.
According to reports the
| piligrim, who is from Sokoto

state, dressed very rough
and the authorines, sad they
]dun t tolerute that kind of

Zamfara: Anka S

Hajj: qu pilgrims

man-m ]

dressing in their country.
Where are the officials, didn't
they see him? What about the
uniforms sewed by all the
i P \

not only 1o the umma, but
Nigeria in general? Also the
officinls, those who issue
tickets to intending pilgrims
are selective.

O the Sth of January, this

this is s mess. They are rated
Tigh in terms of missing (not
finding their way home), still
the officials are doing
nothing to correct these
lapses.
Whenever a Nigerian
i need assistance of is
Tooking for an official there
in Saudi Arabia, be will never
find one. Reasons: They are

‘IlJﬂIn.lﬁmtl
of mine who happens 1o be
among those that will
perform this year  hafj called
me and requested that |
inform my other friend that
the offiscials are distributing
tickets he should hurry up
and bring his wife. Luckily,
the person | was supposed
1o convey the message 1o
was near by,

busy shopping
they are fot there for
anybody or for religious duty
bt for business, making
contacts here and there
against next haj) operstion
He has boen to hajj more than
enough, not W mention his
family members, girl friends
anud Gigolos all at the expense
of the governmient simply
because he is working in the
pilgrims board. This alone
has given him the guarantes
of o §it or two every year, not
minding whether he is
rendering service to the
pilgrims or not, | know of one
offivial from ong of the
mosques in Abuja who is
alwayy sure of & Heket or two
for doing nothing in terms of
rendering services o the

Imagine the process
wherehy an airling must be
ready (0 sacrifice some sits
apart from the dollars it is o
dish out b officials before it
s company is given approval
ar license to airlift the
pilgrims. 1s it not a disgrace,

Hei diately ook off
for Gwagwalada, the Abuja
Hajj Camp. To cut the story
short upiill the next morming.
thest is the 6th day of January,
2005 they were still in the
airport, he slept thete, no
plane on the ground tafkless
of handing them the tickets. |
became enraged, but | was
told that it is the system,
They did that to cool down
the tempo in the camp. Some
intending pilgnms, cspecially
the Fulanis have been there
fior elose 10 two weeks. Don 1
ask me why, | am not & hajj
afficial. but the little 1 know
15 that they were asked 10
coune, and they are afraid 10
go buck home for fear of
communication as some ane
from remote arcas ancas iwnd
cannol he renched. So the
officials will come back and
distribute say two hundred
tickets and prestend that the
thekets are finished, and thit
they will go and bring more,
1l anather day.

Here, pilgrims are forced

Abdullahi " Abmed

hawa of Anka in the

Dsily Triastof 29%h December
2004, Dahawa claimed 1o
have been in Congo and

| Sudan for the lnst four years.
1 would have dismissed

his claim in the artiche with &

" wave of hand and read most
seripns news items and
important articles in the
newspaper, but for the fear of

)'

allowing Im nticll o
confuse and mislead the
innocent people who nisybe
wnformunare to read it.
Coming buck from war
ravaged  Sudan by

his mental

‘Who ever stayod al those
two plies for the duration
Dahawa did, it will not be out
ofqllulm if B is found 1o

10 stay put, pinned down and
glued to the camp for fear of
missing their Might tickets.
Those that wre privileged (o
five in Abuja Municipal are
left with the risk of plying the
dangerous Gwagwaluda road
every day.

Money meant (o be spent
in the Holy Land will be spent
here. OF course they have 10
cat. No water or food in the
camp, food sellers are making
brisk business. | also lcarm
that some intendiog pilgrims
because of the delay in
fssuing ticket have started
changing their dollars to buy
food and water. There s o

provision of toflet.

unﬁe!dldlyuﬂlum

two officials from th

pilgrims are subjectsed 1o
prolonged scrutiny for fear of
ing disense.

transmitting

After scaling through all
these, then expect the worst,
you sre on your own; don 1
even bother ta look for your
officials just say bye bye to
thietm, for you will never see
them even in the worship

yous they had performed more
than enough Hajj for their
short stay in the Pilgrims
Board.

They are the last o be
airlifted, but first to come
back leaving their wards in
winte of confusion. You need
to see how countries like
Turl\:y pmu-cl l'bml‘ pilgnmi

board went to the plg‘im
carnp around | 1pm and tried
1o distribute N20O, cach to the
pilgrims from the bpard o
buy food, They were held
hostage and had 1o sleep in
the camp with the pilgrims. In
their own words (the
pilgrims) you have to sleep
here with us snd experience
what we are experiencing
Clothes are wom for three
days without changing. If a
pilgrim is locky o have been
issend his tickset he will amve
Sidi Arabia smelling, diny
and emactated without much
encrgy 1o worship, hecause
of the suifering he had
encountered in the camp,
On arrival they will be
parked lke refugees, that is
the beginning of another
miyhem; sereening here and
there, tmedical chisck-up, and

but Niwmm are kn at the
mercies of the Askars (Saudi
officials)

And again the sirlines are
not helping matters, an airline
suppose 1o have fleet of
aircrafl assigned to this
exercise, but due to the
malpructices of fraud involve
in securing the license will
decide to assign one arcmit
to uplift pilgrims from Kano,
Jigawa and Katsina for

Some days ago a plane
was hijacked from Borin fo
Abuja his convey pilgrins, 1o
prevent i fricas, becuuse the
Fulani 1t d 1o break

1s’ boards frustrate ngenans

Mudina. The way things are |
going, 1 tell you some may
end up not going. Allah s
apostle had spoken the truth.

1 learnt it takes four hours
to Sauchh Arabin but it will take i
them almost six hours, then |
the engine has to cool down |
for another Might.

Hut | don t blame them,
wha else do you expect afler
spending alot in addition to |
sacrificing some sits, lhcy|
100 have to maximise their |
profit, afterall it is the
Nigerian syndrome of chop - |
1-chop, if you chop alone, you |
go die alone. For me | prefer
1o chop alone and die alone.

1 have never scen where two
people chop together and dic |
twgether ¢.g the National 1D
card cave.

Solutton: To make this
service better, effective and
Godly, we as Nigenans have
1o st up and rememsber this
is mot just @ sérviee o
humanity but also to me1
Creator Himsel(: And
i watching us, Let us not
hink we are having a froe day, |
they salil ninety nine days for
the thiefl..

We have to save our
national fmage, uphold our
pride and correct our Lopaes.
Both the Muslims and |
Chiristinns. Pilgrims Board
should stand up for the
challenge, train  their

any aircraft they met in the
airpont because they said
they are fong over due in the
camp.
Some pilgrims said they

ull  other
scrutiny, only M;erlnn

(Achievement) | believe
Duhawa is an (1 don’y care
type of people) whn does nol
abserve puositive

development 1o their

bl m‘ty
mch pcmn D pass & no

1l ds and
trmiod] and unstable Congo.
what one expected Dahawa
have done is immedinte
psychiatric examination o

verdiet on the
ﬂou. Ahmed Sani
govemment.

1 wouhd fike Dahawa to
know that, Zamfara State

“Water shortage problem

is a global problem that

‘demands serious attention,
if Dahawa can visit our
Federal Capital City

he

wauld

B
hark

is the first to

nh R

Whoever carés (o go
ruund Gusay bye-pass and
other arens would have seen
vapid and even wion of
Grusau Township which is
sdjudged 10 be the most fas
growing state  chpital

are still ins Nigeria while their
from

state hnv: already left

Inm by mmbk Fetion

7 I for two 1o (hred
manths before the pilgrims
exercise, those they think are
hardworking, dedicated and
ready to serve our dear
nation should be employed. |
Hdris ix of the depr of
Palitical Science, Abujo |

University.

errorof udgement

u a global pmblnm llul
s

those who make it possible
for him 10 be where he 15
today. | would like Dihawa
to investigate  the
acighbouring ANPP states
and find out how many of
those who helped the
governors can afford three
square meals o day, let alone
having lnyvelliclnbﬁlkh.

which culminated in
construction u! over mo
Dahawa s

in the aren of economic
cmpowerment, Dahawa was

Congo made him lost touch
with reality i his stmte, He
would have known that,
before the emergence of Sani
as the Zamfara state
CGiovemor, there wis only one
road that Hinked Gusau town
ship with Tudun-Wada area:
thank God today ﬂme &7e

very ical with the
trith, for denying 1o give

Government
responsibilities and that of
the state, he would bave
accepred the fact thal

honest on the

wuccess of Gov, Ahmed Sani

through the provision of

ZAPA vehicles 1o the less

privilege Zamfur ndigenes,

who would not huve been
hem. Wi

of
(upplr of e!eclrieity is
NEPA"s responsibility which
Is & Federal Government

Mummvmml’edﬂal

equal | know that the State
government s doing
extremely well in this areu
With the water supply
scheme coming up carly this |
year, | strongly believe that |
wummubnmu|
of the past in the state, |

1 advice Dahawa 1o travel
1o oiher states in the country, h
thst i only when he can |
appreciate  the pro;nn|
Ciovernor Sani is making in
Zumfira State,

Larn sincerely happy with |
your safe return from the
hands of Janjawceds and
Kabilis, | will therefore adviee
you 1o join hands with the
and  his|

ableto
the humanitarian nature of

Rural Elulﬂ fication

lbﬂﬂn&ﬂmmnhip
Tuudun-Wac

Yirima's go Wit is
true that Gov. Ahmed Sani

:WWWN-W
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Palestinian election:

¥ expected, Mah-
moud Abbas, the
new chairman of the

Palestine Liberation Chgani-
wition (PLOY, also known as
Abu Maazen, wis elected
president of the Pulestinian
Authority (PA) on Jaswary 9

The clection of Abhas
has been welcomed by world
lesders a8 representing o mew
dawn of democracy hut hodds
the prospect of a
ted posce and the
development of an
independent  Palestinian
state

There was, hiwever, very
little thist was democratic
about the election, 1t was held
ot gunpoint under laraeli
military  control,  with
Washington placing
endrmots pressure on the
Paleatinians to ratify the
elevation of iis fvoured PLO
official The  Bush
administration and 1srachi
Prime Minister Sharoo tumed
the election into a form of
blackmail, affering

vl

Palestinians the choice of

voting in their preferred

candidate or being shelled,

bulldosed and sarved.
President

Hush

By Jean Shaoul and Chris
Talbwt

general alections conducted
democratically under foreign
military occupation,”

The election was held on
tormms imposed by the LS and
Israel, the later having
occipied the West Bank and
Ciournt since the 1967 war in
contravention  of  UN
resolutions. Even the
conditions for campaigning
and voting wese dictued by
the lsmaeli armed forces. The
US and lsmpe! had demanded
thiat the election platform call
for an_ end 1o violent
apposition o Tsmacl and its
illegal oecupation  of
Palestinian temiones, and
mude clear thar Abbas was
their prefemed candidaie

Trwonld bdoed be unigue
I democratic election could
be beld under Torengn military
oecupstion. But this s the
new doctrine ernanating from
the White House, Bush is
insistent that clections will go
ahead under the military
accupation i lraq. The
Palestinian and lragi elections
serve the interests of o

propagands campaign that
chaim that IJ'\ fm:m policy

Abbas in a 10-minute phone
call, during which he invited
Abbas to visit the White
House, This was an offer he
conspicuously refused (o
miake o the lute Yasser Arufal,
wham he branded a terrorist.

British Forelgn Secretary
Juck Straw offered his
congratulations and
declared, “The Palestinian
people  have  already
demonstrated their
commitment 1o demoeracy.”
He went on, “The challenge
now is for the new president
10 use his mandate to lay the
foundations for o new
Palestinian state.”

French Foreign Minister
Michel Barnier ndded hix
voice 1o the general acclnim,
The vole was, he aaid, "a
vigtory for democricy,  first
wigrory for pesce.”

President  of  the
Furopesn Commission Jose
Manuel Barmoso said, “The
elections went well.” The EU
sent 200 observens to overses
the election process amd is
one of the main hnancial
backers of the Palestinian

Adsthority.
There is a stk dispanty
between. the tulk ol

democracy and petice from
these world leaders and the
reality of the situation, Only
ane politician drew alieniion
o the clircumstances under
whilch the clection was held.
Former Fronch Prime Murister
Michel Rocard, who was
head of the Europenn Urtion
clection u:.umunng team,

conscious yrony, thet it

Wils
“wntigque in'the wirld jo have

in 1
into the Middle Eas.

Palestinian leaders close
o Abbas kave been only too
happy  to accept  the
fraudulent claim that the LIS
is seeking 1o extend
democmey in the region. Ziad
Abu Arnr said (it thee result
“could be the beginning of a
new om,” He went on, “We
may be Laying the foundation
for the second working
democtacy in the Middle
1™

Abbas, echoed by the
irtermtional medes, wis quick
1w claim thit he had won a
tandslide vicrory. He won 62
per cent of the vote, which,
on the face of it, isa sizeable
majority. His nesrest fival, Dr
Mustafia Barghouti, who is
issocinted with the Popular
Front fur the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) but was
standing as an independent,
got 20 per cent of the vote.
Abbys was chosen by Fatah,
the largest organisation

within the PLO, 0 he s
presidentinl candidate
following the death of Anifut
In Novernber,

More significant than
Alrbas" margin of $iciny wis
the low voler lnmout. The
Palestinian Authopity have
refused o fur to publish an
official figure, but press
reparts indicate this less thim
half of eligible voters casl

Mafemond Abbas
bullots
The low poll was despite

the fact thar voting was

st

RS U

reflected

skeplicism
Palesiiniins,
opposition
process, as well as lack of

enormous

enthusiasm Tor the
presiumptive victor,
Abbas, who for a time wis

Amfat’s prime minister,
wought ro wrap himself in
Arafal mantle after
declaring himsel [ 'the winner

soul of Yasser Amfar, and |

penipective demanded thar
he come to an agroement, he
retained o personal
commmitment 10 the aspimtions
of he Palestiniun people, to
which he had devoted his
entire pdult life.

Sunday™s election was
organised with Iy

aTarce of democracy

Bush hud 1o Arafa was that
he was unable or mnwilling to
the al Agsa Martyrs
Brigade, Islamic Jihad and
Hamas, They ane now putting
pressure on Abbas o move |
against these organisations.
Hamas and IMJ“M

haste afler tlu.‘llnilinfhrlfll
in order to shochom Abbas
o office, The LS and bael
have made clear that they
expect the new president to
quickly move fo suppress
Heanas s other groups that

boy 1 the prosid
election, but “bothhave
scoepied Abbas’s legitimacy.
They have expressed their
willingness to move fowards
a cessefire.  Hamas
spokesman Mushir al-Masri

oppose the so-called “peace A wurk with
process” and support armed Mahmoud Ahhn_n_m 'Im.‘“
actions, including suicide ?::‘_::;‘,_" A Neakiive oRting
bomb against  the : -
Larailis. lltmm:u 10 be seen The willingness.of Islutiic
whethor Abbist will besbleto, /i and Hamas 1o aceopt
satlsfy the demands of the Abbas’s leudership point lo
fsruell and  Weslgrn (e csséntial bankrupicy ofa
governments thay have nationnlist perwpective,
prased his election whether in 3 secular guise of |
n,, mllllcul'lhcck\:lm in lhr form of religious |
b ofany li Neither
smlrthu.l. m.;[.[bﬂm on sccular  nor Islamic!
the basis of o dexd with fsrael  nistionalism has been able o
and the US, 11 is simply not offer the Palestinian people
possible to buikd b viable state  the prospect of a secure and
or economy oul of the peaceful future.
scattered enclaves that have In his election cumpaign,
been defined as Palestinian  Abbas made promises about
territiory Whatever  bringing the refugees home
apreement Abbas is able to  and reguining control of East

reach would leave the
| Lot

Jerusalem. To the extent that |

L peaple y

oppressed and economically
impoverished. Only a tiny

minority, like Abbos himself,

would benefit from the funds
it d for the Pal

he pport, it was largely
on this basis. However, Bush |
and Sharon will not allow him |
Lo carry out these i
Sharon has now won

Authority by the European
Union and other donors,

i v support for his
.I"'“I"”‘l‘ o pull out of Gaza, |
but this plan docs not offer |

extended by two hours in an  present it 1o our people, toour  This would be s recipe for s any positive prospeet fnrlhr;
attempt 10 increase the murtyrs, and to 11,000 corrupt regime of patronage,  Palestinians. Israel’s
turnout. The rales on  prisoners of war™ in lsracli  whose assigned task would ummnl’uw-ﬂmﬂ
residency were also changed  jails, A veteran leader nf be the supp i of  the P s
during the election in an  Fatah, I popular diniz. The resich ""|
atternpt 4o boost numbers. An - manager of the PLO, and Sharon has expressed his  Gaga will find that they lave
et 10,000 votes were sdded  multi-millionain i willing 10 meet with exchanged o dineot milll.lnr
by these mensuresdn Esst  forme in exile, Abbas played  Abbas, but i that, ion for i
Jerusalem, the Israell  akey role inthe Oslo Accuds  “The main thing that needs  reembling prison camp of |
authorities made voting  nnd opposed the four-year 10 be concentrated on now, ghetio, Israeli troops nuyh!
difficult in fance with  armed Pal uprising.  following  yesterday's  gheenton a duy-to-dny basis,
their insistence thal the city Neguotiations with Arafit  e¢lection, s that  the bt Isrzel will still control the
is an integral pan of Ismel,  broke down at the Comp  Palestinians take action inthe o space and reserve the
They forced Palestinians  David tlks in 2000 because  field ofrermoriam.™ The test for right to seod i b al any
there to cast absentoe ballots  Arafit would not sccept the  Abbas, he said would be,  on e .
and did not permit voting (o Lsraeli demand that the  “the way be batthes terror and The illegal 1 1i
begrin until the aflemoon. Bul  Palestinians  give  up  uets ' to dismantle its loment .;l-‘ ““LI
the generally low poll cannot  Jerusalem. Even though the  infrastracture.™ e T md I .
be sccounted for in this way, logic of his bourgedis One of the main tcr_nn\‘cl! BICLCONMOLR
The low participation. mnationalist political  objections that Sharon wnd MR T = At

“There is a stark disparity between the talk of democracy
and peace from these world leaders and the reality of the
situation. Only one politician drew attention to the
circumstances under which the election was held. Former
French Prime Minister Michel Rocard, who was head of
the European Union election monitoring team, said,
apparently without conscious irony, that it was “uniquein
the world to have general elections conducted
democratically under foreign military occupation.”

seitlemenis on the West
Pank will be extended. They |
will be linked by a network of
military roads which cut ap
land that is supposedly
under Palestisian control and |
make daily life a permanent |
forment.

Whatever deal Abbas,|
attempts o put together in
the next weeks, no credibility
can be given to the illusion
touted by world feaders and |
the liberal press that Sharon’s |
withdeawal”™ from Giaza will|
lead 10 anyihing other than a
continuation of the bloody
suppression. of  the
Palestinian people

WSHS
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Thatcher pleads guilty
over ‘coup plot’

ir Mark Thatcher has
Spl:u:k-d guilty in South

Africa over his part in
an alleged coup plot in
Equatonial Guinea,

The son of former UK
| Prime Minister Margaret
| Thatcher was fined three

million rand (£265,000) and

A further 14 men were
found guilty in Equatorial
Guinea of being involved in
the alleged plot 1o oventhrow
President Teodoro Obiang
Nguema Mbasogo, who has
ruled Africa’s third-largest
oil producer for the past 25
years.

as o surprise, The defendant
was not expected back in
court until |8 February,
After his plea, his lawyers
released a statement saying:
“It should be noted that Sir
Mark was not charged with
any involvement in the
attempted coup d'etat in

Mbeki in DR
Congo for
peace talks

outh Africa’s President
Thabo Mbeki is in the
Democratic Republic of|

! Congo for talks in an effort|
| o keep the country’s shaky |

peace process on track.

Four people died in riots
this week after indications the
election scheduled for June
might be delayed.

Members of the tran-
sitional government have also
threatened 1o pull out of
government if progress is not |
mae. |

Former calonial power!

| Belgium urged DR Congo 1o/

keep to the schedule of the
2002 deal that ended five
years of war,

Under the South African-
brokered peace deal signed
by all the main factions, &

was tasked with organisi
elections. i
"an‘y Inck of clanity about

the date of the elections will
undnnbted!? Ind o some
's Fo-

reign Minister Karel De
Giucht said.

Last year, Mr de Guchi|
sparked a diplomatic row |
when he questioned the|
ubility of Congolese poli-|
ticians 1o end cormuption and |
facilitate a transition to|

democracy, |
A fing to the BEC"s|

correspondent in Kinshasa, |
Mr Mbeki is shuttling bet-
ween President Joseph)
Kahila's office and his hotel
suite where he holds separate
talks with DR Congo’s four

(received  a  four-year 5 . X 3 il Guinea.
| suspended jail sentence, Sttt t—-qu‘::.‘;a:.:s(l:im::rgnin wits
Sir Mark, who deniedany 107 34 years, while oppo- entered into solely s a result
| knowledge of the plot, agreed  Sition leador Severo Mow, il o oo charter
JRIZpIsE harghin . Witk Wio Ieinexilile Spaia. Was o helicopter in circum-
| prosecutors. given 63 yeurs in absentia. o where he should have
| He admitted breaking Both men escaped the ot more caution.”
| anti-mercenary legislation in  death penalty demanded by Sipho Ngwenma, a spokes-
mﬂfﬂﬂt’! agreeing to MF'_W""‘”' man for South Africa’s he head of the Ceasefire amidst resumed
.m'w Sir Mark, 51, was & piracrorate of Special In- Presidential Peace ilities.
| It has been reported the  rested in August at his home vestigations, also known as Team and Internal “Contacts between the
businessman said he did not  in South Africa and released e Scomions, said Sir Mark | Affairs  Minister, Dr. I.RdA and us gh the
i tha ok % o badl hassaid Mediator, Ms. Beuy Bi-
helicopter's alleged had promised 1o co-operate | (oLt ek with the been on cons-
purpose - that it was to be News of yesterday's wi". South African in- | |grds Resistance Army tantly and she has been
used in the coup attempt,  hearing in Cape Town came vestigators. (LRA) over the general forming us of every deve-
instead believing it was to be RIII these nego-
| used as an m.lni:uhmc tiations,” inan
e, US to aid Somalia after Govt move | et
an emotional Sir Mark said: ambassador  conflicts in the two countries, Mr. Koech, who was | andare mllmﬂ-ﬂlll!lnd.lht
“There is no price too high WiIIllm Bellamy  adding that the position by accompanied by his lu!ll&lﬂl d to
for me 10 pay to be reunited has  said  his Kenya “had opened ter Mr Joseph Nyaga, cnsure llml this peace
| with my family and | am sure | country'said to Somatia will - floodgates of opportunities 1o said plans 10 have & common ‘ mm is concluded 10 end
| all of you who arc husbands | depend on  the new  he country.” market for the three East d,'.'a‘un':. the chiel
pudl‘a;hcnwuldwwlm P;"""“_"'"" s rolocation ol ‘M K“‘:‘;’“_‘"’““‘“: African in the next | M:‘. Betty Bi-
" s ad d dat  five still on course. | gombe,
B oo ains | L 1Rt boupcn e faigth he diralegion o Rl | o e
Somali government 1o lobby  ensuring that the peace boost economic development | namely, Sam Kolo and Onen

| expressed her relief at the |
outcome, saving: “This has |
| beena difficult time for all of |
| the family - obyiously 1 am
delighted that it has been
brought 1 an end.
“1know that what matters
| 10 Mark now is to be reunited
s 5000 45 possible.”
Her son will now be able
o leave South Africa for the
first time in five months.
| authorities arc likely to
continue pressing for the
| opportunity fo question him.
| ISir Mark was unable to
pary the South African fine, he
(would incur a five-year
| prison sentence, with his
fiou sentence

donors on its priorities, he
said.

Mr. Bellamy said the US
was prepared to mlly other
donors to help Somalia -
which has remained without
a government for 14 years -
when its newly-formed
Cabinet shows
determination (o settle down
to work.

He said, however, that
the interim government had
indicated it would move
home by month end, adding
that his country will assist
Kenya and | to relocate the
Somali govermment.

The envoy, who had paid
a courtesy call on the
minister  for
Development Mr,
Koech however said the

on top of that,

Meanwhile, the Zim-
babwean lawyer for a close
friend of Sir Mark accused of
leading the alleged coup plot,
former SAS officer Simon
| Mann, said that his jail term

|hﬂhunmdueedt‘mmmm
| years 10 four by a court in
Harare.

Mann was last year found
guilty of illegally buying
‘weapons in Zimbabwe, which
were allegedly intended 10 be
used in the Equatorial Guinea
coup plot.

was diffe for
Sudan which signed its
comprehensive  peace
agreement on Sunday.

“The US has been the
only donor country which
has been giving humani-
tarian assistance o budm
and which will be

agreements reached by
factions in the two countries
would be sustained

in the three neighbouring
:numri:amd in effect create |

Regional |
John |

Zanzibar flies new wflag

autonomous island
off the coast of
Tanzania, Zanzibar,

celebrated its Indian Ocean

islands” 415t revolutionary

with the launch of a new flag.

1t is the first time for four
i rivedy

And the new design nfl
blue, black and |r!e||
horizontal stripes with the
Tanzanian flag shown in o |
comer, has not found favour
wllllcwrywu

| Kamudulu in Pararo, outside

Giulu,
Bigombe's meeting with
ﬁ: LRA came 10 “;d::)'a I:;I;lr
:
lat astyear suffered  hitch
an December 31, when both
sides tulled 1o sign a general

Emﬂl wis just
[ delly but the talks did not
collapse,” Rugunda insists.

_ The LRA, scconding to
has asked for more

has had its own flag since

Civ
Uum:d me (CUF), some nl' |

time to “t:onnull amongst

Among them, vice-presi-
dent and former rebel leader,
Jean-Pierre Bemba, who has
threatened to pull out nnlu-
government by the end of|
January if the issue mnl|m|
unresolved.

Last week, :lcctlunnl
Chief Apollinaine Malu Maly |
indicated the poll will pro-|
bably take place in October,
before heavy rains make parts
of the country inaccessible.

But this has not gone
down well with the clectorte,
anxious to e in the
cmlnlry s first democratic

uniting with Tanganyika to  whose members  want :
anzania i 3 In l.he initial {i since
r“"““. T ‘;'"Tﬂ T Mm"i':d drafi the government had | in 1960,
has stressed the ad of inecl of the T | msked the ld:lels 1o assemble i;rvleus continued this|
a flag does not mean that this o 11 | in gazetted zones and | weel
TG oy uni Lmd:l: the 1964 ur: appoint members of the Join mnE rlulcnl| thu ;‘mlmml
ndence. union - after Mm&,‘mﬂm Tewn lLMTl' took placo in Mbuji k ‘m' Iﬂl
But the BBCY corres-  Zanzibar was allowed 1o | 3 .
pondent said Zanzibaris are the government announced a :enlr: of the country,
pleased it symbolised their mmmem r month-long ceasefire to UN chief Kofi Annan llni
uplmudmnly While = bene | rebels to gather in | ina report last week that there |
President o designated areas of northern | were “serious challenges™ to
.i\mlli J\beld Arume on ‘7."':“"':. .I | Uganda, to discuss the possi- | holding the election in June.
Sunduy, the flag is signifi o 'Bu':“"“ ding to BAC | bility of pesce talks, Further fighting in eastem

1o Zanzibari politics, as the
archipelago already has its

correspondent, om: of the |
main

own parliament,
legal system and national
anthem, our correspondent
says.

he said.

He assured that the
improvement of southern
Sudan’s poor infrastructure
will be top on the agenda of
the US alongside the

But th | for flying
the flag is likely to prove
complicated, BEC corres-

said.

1t is not 1o be raised at
international forums such as
the United Nations or African
Union as Zanzibar is not &

He thanked for its
contribution in resolving

Guardia spape
a an new. T re-
ported.

for
islanders over the lust 41 '

This ceasefire was later

DR Congo last mnmh -
g former R

ded to D ber 31,
when a more comprehensive

truce was due 1o be imtinked.

backed rebel soldiers -
highlights the challenges the |
Mo

ﬂm has I;:en the o M a sig - |
isparity between Zanzibar | figure in the process and | ces, cmsptmdcnla said. |
and the maintand. I'nsn“m:l Minisltr for Paci- It is an issue 1o
Meanwhile, Zimbabwe's | fication of the North, has | be discussed by President
Py rt | taken leave of her | Mbeki and his Congolese
attending  the island’s World Bank job in the United | coun
revolution celebrations, | At a summit of African|
delighted the crowds when he l‘!or talks with LRA | leaders on Monday, the|
spoke in Kiswahili before | leader, Joseph Kony, in 1993 | African Union resolved
in to say | collapsed after President the in disarming |
bath Zimbabwe d the rebels lising militias
share a history of | of using th plan | linked to Rwandu's 1994
struggle. fior mare attacks. J
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in Baghdad

1o Irag's top

Shitte clenc has been
murdered barcly a
belore elections the
Shiites are tipped 1o win,
while gunmen scized a
Turkish businessman and
killed seven Iragis outside a

hotel.

As the country

| fa'lls!‘nlﬁeelnd llrpﬂl
| in half a cent

| relentless bl m
| the country, US-led forces
stepped up operations igainst
insurgents, rounding up
almost 50

SUSPECTS.
An aide 10 Grand Ayato-
I Ali al-Sistani, his son and
Tour body) were mur-
dered Wum-‘y might after
they left prayers in the lawless
Sunni-majority town of
| Salman Paé of the
| capital, an official at Sistani’s
ice in the holy city of Najf®
said yesterday,

Sheikh Mahmud al-
Madahain had been the target
of several threats and attem-
pled assassinations in the

past, the official added.

Israel asks
Russia to scrap

I sracl asked Russia |u

lTop Shiite cleric’s aid killed

Salman Pak lies on the
highway linking the capital
with Kut, further to the south-
cast. [0 is o lawless area where
armed men hijack trucks and
carry out kidnappings.

Sistani, the splnrlml lea-
der of the country's majority
Shiites, is not running I'or
office bulhlsenmscd us the
ki ker after he blessed
the nlmd Iraqi Alliance, a
grouping of political and
religious partics.

A T'Ill'kliﬁl Isun:nuunnn
was meanwhile ki
outside his central Bamg
hotel by men who machine-
gunned a mini-van of his

who had comed 1o
collect him, killing all seven,
@ hotel employee said yeste-

rday.

“AtL 6:00 am, like every
moming, seven employees of
the (Turkish construction
company) amrived to pick up
their boss, a Turk named Ab-
del Kader Tam,” the source

“Today, 10 armed men in
TWo cars were unllng for

the hmﬂlmg nil seven
and kadnapped the

elected P a le-

1 Ak

Daily Truse

Grand Ayatoltah AN al-Sixtani

Ahhls did not specify

| %}gpas set for cabmet shake up

cancel a reported deal mamnfnﬂ% Ilenrudylnhte.lrlehu
ﬂmﬁmsﬂm from the Yasser Arafat e: :::i_ctcd Tsracli ;::.:"lﬁ
i with a new 1o ront militants, ng
'w'm"m"‘"h"h unveiled soon afler he is  instead to
LNcepuw swom in at the weekend. Inuuulnm
No e 1 _The i
and we asked them to Lk 4 Azzam ll-\ﬁm
this contract,” Israchi Fe ::: axpected
S pected 1o be made  said that while a certain
Minister Silvan Shalom before Abbas's installation on - numbser of ch would be
sl o ok dury but political sources. d in the next few
said Th that s numiber  days a more widespread

1 terrorism and conti-
nually transfers weay 0]
“c}b’;"lh " he mm«-
:Ma)f.ml'crrl 1o the

Shiite Musli

of close allies of his late

redecessor Arafal were
acing the axe.

*At least four or five

“The entire world is
m to dsolate Syria because
of its mppun 10 terrorism,”

h-rankin uﬂ'u'ln[
Iml \.II carlier that Prime |
Minister Aricl I\Im’un went
Russian President Viadimir |
Pulin a message nnhnF him |
| 1o nix the reported

| “The prime mginisier sent
n message to the Russian |
president to explain that this
sale could be a threat to Israel
and that these missiles risked

d:n up in the hands of
Iah aﬂd other Darma-

e

| sations,” l.!le Isracli official

[ said on condition of anony-

A report in the Russian
Ki satid

ministers will leave,” one
official told AFP on condition
of anomymity. “We know for
sure thal (interior minister)
Hukam Balawi will go.”
Abbas suid yesterday that
he is ready to honor the
security t‘ll;lilllllllll:lwltl in an
internationally backed pesce
plan, adding lrm! he hopes to
mmmpm.t talks with lsmael

Abluu elected Palest-
inian president earlier this
week hcauncrm mnlv
art talks on the

e‘falun im:lv:d by Itw

nited States, European

Union, Russia and the United
Statcs.

T plan,whichcvisons

Moscow was 10 ink &
deal with Damascus for
I iles. The le

of 50-280
ired from
hit almost

wieapon hasa
kilometres. 17
Syria,
in Israel,
Wal:'“ ‘Wednesday, anl
denied it

InnllmluwS;ml.

ﬂdmg of Ihe
Lluuni States, which ssued a
-l.lrk wnmmg to both nmi

an indey f
state alongside Isracl, has
been sialled since it was
launched in mid-2003 amid
violations by both sides. The
road map requires Isrel to
freeze settlement activity in
the West Bank and Gaza,
while Palestinians must
dismanitle militant groups.
"u\:: emphasise before

shake-up would take place in
July after clections to the
puﬂ:umenl

“What wm«pcﬂmg is

inspectors

ranian officials vowed w0
carcfully watch for any
templed espionage by
international inspectors
visiting a mili ex
Thursday that the United

States al may be i!wo—
Ived mnl::ll::f
arch.

Inspectors from the Inter-
national Alomic Energy Aﬁ_
ency, the LN, nuclear wal

dog agency, arrived in lran on
Wednesday for a visit to the

huge Parchin mulhry com-
B kg e
television,

Tran has said it will allow

capital
stale-run

a light reshuffle but the real
s will come afler the
elections,” Ahmed

The moderate former
Prime Minister Abbas’s lind-

slide election victory on
has boosted of

a breakthrough in the troubled
peace process. =

While lsmaeli Prime Mini-
ster Aricl Sharon kept Arafat
under virtual house arrest for
the last three years of his life,
he made a point of phoning
Abbas to congratulate him on
hiis victory

Iran cautions UN nuclear

rescarch on high-cxplosive
ﬂ:l“pl!lll.ﬂl.l for use in noclear

Sm

dly his
denied cllr:u.ttnm- of nsccret
nuchear

Iayinlg ils nuclear activities
are for peaceful encrgy

“lran’s red line for entry
of IAEA inspectors into
military sites, including Parc-
hin, is to the secrets
of the countrys conventional
military capabilities,” top nu-
clear negotintor Hossein
Mousavian was quoted in
yesterday's government-
owned daily “lran™ as saying.

“We have allowed (the
IAEA) visit to our military
sites, but we are watchful not
to allow any espionage or
el thefl from these
sites,” the newspaper also
quoted hlmasl.dk;:ﬂlnpmil—
m officials. It did not say

he addressed them.

tlw road map,” Abbas said

after a meeting with local and | si

Ilrlcll ann de
Minister Zeev Box;m said he
expected firm intervention
from to foil the
| sale, as he ¢ SA-18

mmim could be used 1o
| shoot down cargo planes
supplies to

troops in
.lrlq.

Our commitments,
the lsmeli side will do

Christian lead- |

not be reached Thursday l'or
comment about the inspe-
ction, which

not allowed 1o attend.

n!;'i:;a;! were quo ¢
wa ran could be using a
secured site at Parchin in

Under i

sure, Iran

enric hmm related

activities in November, hop-

ing to avoid LU.N. Security
Council sanctions, The IAEA

agreed 1o police the suspe-

mmwnuflm:mlﬂrmw

m:nt chugumnl‘mml‘m

musicians produced 1 “sonic tsunami,” Wall
“tsunamis™
analysts forcsaw w]

m and Japanese restaunmts ’
T v v oot s e Foaombnis bt |
i likely will appear with st one, ragic, meaning, &

Venerueln’s leflist President um‘
for the FARC, insists thoy nabbed

hmhrs_
.' ibia's war with the FARC and
mwpnhulmouom wcldwlhomxz{
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Trust Intermational

Indonesia rebels
seek truce

eparatist rebeli m the
Indonesian provinee of
'‘Acch have called on
ihe government 10 join their
censelire
They said & emporary
trake s needed o allow an
Hlective humasniturian relict
lon i the pmvlm

meala's viee présks
dent sshommod @ cenpe-fine
offer by Aceh’s tobel move
mment, aaying yostonlay tha

Jubarta would “aake cifors
tivwand keephig pesceiil re-
Lation s it socky m rubisiid
e fnsarntl - Dafbere! n‘&mn
T conerse i Wit
twctda will ol

(%

flﬂ' IS 0WA MESSAGE T PIBRING

« sure Yo wie vaccinatod befo

iy

o Pligrimaygo
1 shave niih blades that conld beasd

The auth

Aid workers in the field |
have told the BBC that Ill¢
measures appear 1 be more
about manitoring movement
than restricting access, but
that it'is too curly o sy how

sid the

niclsures are fecouary bes
cutise the SCparatiss have

i 1, e
allivw the ™
mupiTArian Sesl
reach the pecnl

The BACs
dent in Jahar

COrreipon.
wid it v a
by the

thorin, an ' the crnert ol
{ireegr ahd workers whsum)

L] benjtarders e 5 ciar s,

\
bemdi avereruwrdness (o guard agaiad )

1
Cerebro Sphud Meningitis \

Visilihur Doetors for froe consultitlon |

ik vinrious Portakabin in (e Holy land

A-Unive

Aoy

the guidelines will affect their
work.

The US has also sabid it
wante clarifiestion of news
du_a Tiwbor
clhigh troop:
effirs b beave by the el o
Mawrch,

Troops feaom the LS,

s
licopléry have opabi ul Al
vt pemutc copmritics o

Nosh's weel of
-‘m: wirkl Bl hy the ug
e _f- 1’:-.

‘Unrest leaves 17 dead in Pakistan

Touk

| mposed &
rotind-the-clock cur
ow I @ second, re-

mote town in sorthern Paki-
wtan yesterday to contain
sectanian nrest that has kefl
17 povgrie dead, officiaby mid

Huondneds ¢ iite Mus-
s 0ok w0 e strects in
Skardu to mourm thie desth
vestenday of a prominent
thilie cletic w hose shouting
gored deadiy i
1 i

Tk

Uibates
u‘ulhuu arems Faissl
Hayyal ¢

1edd
Ixen pumy
00 mibles
“iftoram

. b
sonithicant i Kt

erman 0Ss

Gl 250

Sl

Telvcom Co,

P Bty Tonn

AiEatacit Si

place there,”

He refused 1o give any
details

A security. official, who
dlid not want o be named,
suhd some of the omens ut-
teked homes and shogps of
rival Sunni Muslims, I

Wikl AL anyobe

s

cleat

Frjiaro

¥ s hiers o feaat
ntified ganmen
ean i
130 il
||||u| Is

it In

lowvimgg | & peapic dand, in

Senr

o 154135

cluding two of Zisuddin's
Body gusrdic and six members .
of o family who were barmed |
alive when on angry moh al-
tacked and torched their
B

1 wins the second botst of
violenoe msevermmonti be-

Cilgit, o tourtsl destotion
atul bame to ghout 25,000
people |
Liauddin wmt w thind s
ity poespd Jigd of thesr i
on yelldrday, mnli
Fiuk i, 4 sposesenan
for 1 cferiic. Mourners sk
cquenils ok the streets
. Shardu, o predomdnandy
St 2o of 64,000
nsattnddue ek curfow
tieritaling in Foed Tn Cliljgit, s
Tronips bave been dephoved
L\q- e pesce. blicling
i ir W

bty iles gy

T by sociurian vio-
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flicht schedule

hell has increased
crude oil output to
ﬁ.@bmpadty

some ol wmpm. nmom

shut down as a result of

community unrest  in

southern  Nigeria, a
said.

spokesman
“Ekulama 11 is up and

| o daily output of some
130,000 barrels  since

igeria plans to build
a second multi-
billion-dollar

liquefied natural gas (LNG)
plant in the southwesterm
state of Ondo, officials said.

The new plant is the
second in the west African
country of some 130 million
people after the Nigeria
Ligquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) at Boany Island,
Rivers  State, began
commercial production in
October 1999,

A spokesman for the stale-
run  Nigerian  National

5, 2004, when
angry villagers from Kula
briefly occupied them.

The shut-down forced Shell
to declare “force majeure™,
waming clients that it would
not be able to meet export
contracts from its Bonny
terminal until early February,

Last week, the company
resumed production of 47,000
barrels with the reopening of
its Belema and Santa Barbara.
plants in Rivers State, leaving
some 90,000 barrels still
halted in other stations in the
coastal swamps of the Niger

Nigeria to plans
second LNG

plant
plant, to be known as OK-
LNG, will produce 30 million
metric tonnes of liqueficd
natural s per annum, but the
project will be executed in
three phases, with the first
phase producing 10 million
metric tonnes by 2008.

He said a final decision o
invest in the first phase of the
project will be taken in 2006
to ascertain the financial
involvement of the three
pariners, while other partners

will be needed for the |

remaining
He said the new plant is
designed to meet Nigeria's

i Corporati

(NNPC), quoted the
company’s  managing
director, Funso Kupolokun as
saying on that the
new plant will be sited at
| Olokola in Ondo state.

He said the project will
cost six billion dollars (4.5
billion curos) and will be
financed by the NNPC,
Chevron Texaco und and the
British Gas West African
Limited
The spokesman said the

nergy ministers from
Bangladesh, India and
urma Are meeting in
the Burmese capital,
Rangoon, 1o discuss a joint
gas pipeline project.
Officinls in Dhoka think
the pipeline, proposed by a
private company, would help
boost energy co-operation
aeross South Asia,
Authorities in Dhaka
agreed to consider the
proposal after years of
reluctance.
| Bangladesh could cam up
10 $125m a year in fees and
charges from a pipeline
‘The project was proposed
by a Bangladeshi private

‘Bangladeshi  Energy
Minister Mosharmaf Hossain

target of 70 million metric
tonnes of LNG by 2009,

The first LNG , the Nigeria
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
is the single largest industrial
investment in  Africa,
exporting LNG 10 buyers in
Europe and Americi.

It is owned by the NNPC,
Anglo-Dutch Shell Gas,
TotalFinaFIf and Italy’s Agip
under @ jeinl  venture
partnership.

was proposed by o private
company, il needs to be
supporied by state-level
palicy decisions.

India’s petroleam minister,
Mani Shankar Aiyar, is
attending the tri-partite

He said his energy-hungry
country would cxplore the
possibility of laying the
pipeline from Burma to the
castern  Indian city of
Caleutta.

He told reporters that the
signals he had received from
Burma and Bangladesh
indicate there should not be
mich problem in arriving at
an agreement.
But Mr Hossain said he
‘would push for regional co-
operation in the energy and
power sectors  before
agreeing.

Officials

in  Dhaka

Delta region.

Mnlpﬂlmlnlﬂhﬁ’
another plant - Ekulama 11 —

The spokesman said Ilw
company was holding talks
with |mv|1h¢ulmlnl

on
Wednesday after successfully
carrying out inspection

week
Nmm(‘reetﬂﬁm.w
30 kilometers (19 miles) to
the west of Ekulama, causing
a production loss of 8,000
bamels.

villagers  were

progs Ekulama
1, adding: “we hope 1o reopen

it befiore the end of the week.™

Awbﬂum,mm;m..ummmmpm 2
products from vessels via pipelines.

Oil climbs towards $47 on supp =

concerns

il prices climbed
toward $47 a barrel
on Thursday after

bullish fuel stocks data in the
United States and a senies of
production hitches across the
globe rekindled worries of o
major supply disruption;

Asian ministers Mplan gas pipeline

because a power

2.5 million by

mlhmnlﬂng
ole took Pl

majors muﬂn

coastal

ot bled g el

regularly the targ
protests

US light crude reached an
intraday peak al $46.76 a
barrel before casing 1o
$46.58, o gain of 2| cents.

Prices were liftied by
statistics in the United States
that showed a drop of 3
million barrels in national
crude inventonies in the week
10 Jan, 7 w almost 289 million

barrels.
The fall was slmost double
d that market i fal.7-

woulhd also seck a land transit
roule from Indis to Bang-
ladesh and Nepal, allowing
the Himalayan kingdom to
use the Mongla sea port in
south-western

w |
India first tried to import

gas from Bangladesh, but the

bid collapsed amid oppo-
sition from political groups

and anti-¢xport lobbics in |
Dhala,

India, which last week
struck a 25-year deal to
i 7.5 million tonnes of
liquefied natural gas from
Iran from 2009, is looking for

more fuel as demand soars
\ﬂ'llhtlpldmm

The pipeline would run
through Arakan state in |
Burma via the Indian states
of Mizoram and Tripura
before crossing
to Caleutts.

million-barrel decrease.

The data also showed a
S500,000-barrel decline in US
heating ofl stocks to 49.6
million barrels, although
overall distillate supplies
increased by 1.9 million
harrels to 123 million.

“It’s risky to be short so
long as Murphy's Law is
governing supply,” said
Societe Generle ina weekly
e,

Gilobal supply outages and
forecasts for colder weather
in the USNortheast have
underpinned the market this
week, keeping prices al the

| top end of their six-week

range.
More than 500,000 barrels
perday (bpd) of autput i the
US Gulf of Mexico, Nigeria
and Nnnuy s North Sea
remains offling, !Illlmll

Norwegian authoritics ha
allowed For the restart
aboul hall the 205,000 bpg
of output halted by 3 pas lea i
in late November, 1

reduced by continued
sabotage on ils northe
pipeling infrastructore and
power problems in the south,
furcing Baghdad o cutall i

or about 160,000 bpd.

Stormy  weather has
interrupted
operutions and tanker trffic
in parts of the UK North Sea
and at Latvia’s Ventspils
terminal and in Turkey's
Bosphorus and Dardanclles
strmts,

The disruptions coincide |

with OPEC implementation |
ofa 1-million-bpd output cut |
from January 1.

The Organization of the |
Petroleum Exporting

.I\i'riveal‘l:"_«'.uum"I s Jome”

Iragi cxports have be \

’i

o

[

loading b W\-

Countries is scheduled w0 |
meet on January 30 to

discuss

cuts |

may be necessary as the |
northern winter ends and oil |

demand seasonally falls in |

the second quarter,
Some members say
cartel  will consider
tightening taps if prices fall |
below $40 a barrel.

the |

ru-1
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Insurance coys want

guarantee on Naira stability

n a bid to get foreign in
o th Y.

!T A.t.n'hﬁnTJ

1o do its best to ensure greater
participation of the local in-

Truxsie

he Paris Club of credi
tor nations reached an
agreement on
day to frecze debt repayments
of countries hit by the Asian
mﬂnﬂwmlphmm

Tsunami:Paris

lles to take up the of-

tunkes ef-

fect immediately,” Paris Club

fi E R SUrCE Comy ininsur- | President Jean-Plerme Jou
companics led by Hallmark  Fund (NERFUND), ance activities in the oil and | 1old a news conference ng’]'::
Assurance Ple, huve psked the Mr. Alo said the total  gus sector, talks in Paris, adding that no
federal government to pro-  umber of the insurance com- He added that “the local | conditions were attached and
vide assurance that there  panics that will participate is —firms would no doubt witness m:gmupw-: waiting to hear
would be stability of the naira ot yet known but that some an I d phase of es would aceept
of the companies preseat dur- — growth i substantial propor- | the offer.

| over the nest five years,
Speaking during a cour-
fesy visit to the minister of fi-
nance in Abuja vesterday, the
managing director of Hall-
| mark Bank, Mr, Obashola Ale
said un oifer of substantial
amount of money in the

neighbourhood of o hundred |

million Bollars in foreign in-
vestment is being made by
some forcign investors o be
utilised principally in the con-
struction of several units of
houses 1o be allocated

through mongage, o deserv- |

ingg Nigerian workers,”

Mr Alo added that 1o
build confidence in the tnves-
tors, attempis need (o be made
1o ensure that the repayment
process ix os stress free us
possible. “It is in the above
regard that the consortivm ol
binks came together o guar-

antec repayment through the |

issuance of u band.” he said.
He added that “however,
ithe repayment process for
such offshore facilities are
usully hindered by an unsta-
ble exchange rate environ-
ment.” It is in line with this
that they are requesting for an
assurance on the stability of
the naira over the next five

years.
However, where the ex-
rate exceeds the stipu-

change
lated benchmark, the consor- |

tium requests that “the gov-
ernment should provide a
buffer fund for the purpose of
repayment of the excess on
any outstanding facility.”
“This request” according
o Alo, “is not novel as the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) established an ex-

ing yesterdoy's visit were
Hallmark Assurance Plc,
Heirs Alliance A

fion of assets of vil compa-
nfes and some other multing-
tional ies insured

Admiral Insuranee Company,
and WAPIC Insurance.

Mr. Alo also requested the
finance ministry 10 continue

whrond are underwrinen by
Iocal underwriters as pro-
vided for by the insurance act
of 2003."

Some countrigs hit by the
tsunami have said they do not
think o debt freeae is the best
waty 1o assist them, but French
Finance Minister Herve
Gaymand said he expected
| Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the

Thc 19 members of-the
Paris Club met in Paris to dis-
cuss the plight of Asian coun-
tries hit by the Dec. 26 catis-
trophe. The extemal debis of
the stricken nations total
about $272 billion, with I
donesia alone owing the Club
some S48 billion. . -

Gaymard told the Paris
Club, which takes its deci-
sions by consensus, that the
Chroup of Seven rich indus-
trinl nations belicved a debt

+ morntorium was vital, ¥

“A mortorium i3 abso-
lutely indispensable in order
tor ehiow the affected countrics
0 overcome their immense
difficultios” e sid

The Paris Club said it
would ot expect debit pay-
| ments from the countrics hit
| by the tsussmi antil the World
Bank and (he International
Muonetary Fund have assessed
reconstruction and refinanc.
ing needs,

Jouyet also said the af-
fected countries would not
| automatically have to stan re-
| paying their debts straight af-
ter the two finuncial institu-
tions have issucd their assess-

In Waillmgtun. Waorld

Cluh
o on debt freeze deal

would qwe the Paris Club | -

credifons §3 hllm‘mﬂ:&l
Lanka would
$320 mitkioe. The G7

fries — France, the United

States, Japan, Germrany, Brit-
min, Italy and Canada — arc
ull inthe Pans Club.

Maore than 150,000 peo-
ple mkl'llud by ﬂw\up .
wavesthal followed an carth-
quike off the Indonksian is:
land of Sumatrs. Some |
105,000 of the victims were
in Indonesia.

Indonesta said on Mon-
duy it expected Western

“ ereditons to allow it to-frecze

up to 30 trillion ropiah ($3.2
hilliony in debi repayments
through ’Immdcul with the
disaster,

That would amount 1o
nbugum-lm'dut‘mw bl -
it in scheduled

I repaytments |
wwver the next lwuyulhﬁh -
credilons. |

group of sovereign
A debt repaymicnts freene
could ufl'cr <hun term gain |
but bring lang-term pain as
the cost of servicing dibt
could rise in the future,
“The Paris Club erediions
don'twant this suspension of
payments (o be subject to any
conditipns — neither an
q.lwmeul with the-Interria-
tional Monetary Fund nos any
o the

Bank P James
Waolfensohn said it will take
weeks or months (o fully cal-
culate the reconstruction
ueeds, but preliminary wssesd-

ments by country should start

uronext — the

tor of the an Am-

sterdam, Hmh and
Lisbon stock

“positive”.

LSE's bi 1 sharchold-
ers include British investment
fund Threadneedle with a

Thas held “positive” talks with
the major shareholders of the
London Stock [:ll:llnm;l. a8
the bi the LSE

stake of 10 percent, US asset
manager Fidelity Investment
with 6.7 percent, pension
fund Scottish Widows with
4.5 lpencml and major banks

is i
with its German arch-rival

he Bank
with 5.3 ¢ percent and UBS

. Euronext holds talks wnth LSE shareholders

iy 1 within two weeks,

" We're ot yet sure what
the total gmount will be for
reconstruction,” Wolfensohn
told a news

and b
luronhe Frankfurt stock ex-
change, but no formal offer
has so far been put forward
by either suitor,

The Frankfurt exchange

chLSEm Dc;:l,;nnbcr 13,0
ring 1o nce

I'..SEsahar'r!;n n b':fl wu?‘th:
around two billion euros (2.6

Indonesion Foreign Min-
ister Hassan Wimjuda, whose -
country was the hardest hit by
the tsunami, had welcomed

| the prospect of a debt frecze
miscle: an informal offer o bu; J
| needed more donations w

deal but said Jakarta also

cope with the disaster.
Sri Lanka hoped to secure
at least a two-year debt mora-

part of ;n-lvm creditors,”

Jouyet
P-m Club accords-nor-
mally: require such anIMF |

agreement and comparable
‘ml with pum oredid

IMF chief 1

said op Jan. & lt slnolml
lender stotd

with §1
biltion lnm.l'nr Isumami-
hit which 6duld be

change rate equalisation fund U Bocrse ls: take over wum‘:g reent, the newspa- MIIitT? drllan',l. v torium, an official of the -
during the era of the National m""“h'ﬁ R ""“_r- per ¥- e London market im- country's Finance Ministry
nancial Timea(FT) ~  Euronext wes hoping fo  mediately theolferas | (a4 i has multilateral and Paris Club
‘We are not in | Deuschland quoted banking  convince shareholders o put — insufficient bui said it vas ey g e .
sources us sayimg that the  pressure on LSE willing 1o conti bilateral debts of $8.82 bil-  did not sdverscly affect its |
haste to mel'ge talks Euronext and 1o accept its bid rather thana  tions with the aim ol‘ucu: lion, and debt servicing is  talks with the London Club of
LSE sharcholders focussed  rival offer from Deutsche  inga higher price, expected to cost about $476  commercial creditors or af-
—-—Omegabaﬂk ly on “the Boerse, it Euronext also cotered the | Million in 2005 fect its credit rating, which
he of h "mdlhul LSE is currently Inol fray, saying it was also inter- A Paris Club official said  could mise the cost of future
O berk Plc hus Illl: from the talks was parallel tak ested in buying the LSE. Ihhl this year, Indonesia Isomwmﬁ.
disclosed that the :‘;“"Ih"i".‘“d‘::‘k D ll b d E
{u} i V!
s T Dollar rebounds against Euro
aste slowly, "8 | record US trade deficit in  widened 1o a record 60.3 bil-  ferest ite hikes, cousing the  the upside in any dollar re- The eiiro wi
2 W November, dealers said, lion dollars in November, 10 stage a recovery. " hands at | 224 dollars
In a statement signed by The Europeancur-  well above the market con- The however, vﬁlh the focus back on  against 1.3255 Iate on | *
the corporate affairs manager | yoncy fell to 1.3224 dollars  sensus for a narrowing to  put the focus back firmly on  the US current account defi-  Wednesday in New York, |
of the bank, Gbenga | against 1,3255 late on 533 billion, the fundamental concerns  cit, a strong US retail sales 13547 yen (135,62), 0,7006
Omolewa, and made avail- ednesday in New York. Major currency pairs  over the United States’ bal-  mumiber luter Thursday might (0.7010) and 1 5481 *
able to Daily Trust, the bank The dollar gnined to  have been wading n rela- ive the dollar some Swiss francs (1.5486), .

decried the “Speculative re-
porting on Omegabank's
plans™ by some newspapers.

“In a much as we ac-
knowledge that we are in

menger talks, we have not re- |

vealed the banks we are merg-

ing with 10 any reporter we |

found it embarrassing that
some reporters are speculat-
ing that we are merging with
bank A or B.” the statement
said WY

102,42 yen compared with
10231 on Wednesday.
Dealers were awaiting in-
terest rte decisions from the
l:nn!;cnn Central Bank and
the k of England, but
both were expected 1o lenve
their official borrowing rates
unchanged, at 2.0 percent
and 4.75 percent respec-

Ilw:.l?;
o dollar fiell Wednes-
day after datu showed the US

tively iarrow ranges “as mar-
ket players continued 1o ab-
sorh the magnitude of yester-
day's November US trade
deficit”, said Bank of New
York analyst Neil Mellor.
After the US currency
went into freefall during thin
and volatile Imd.m‘i over the
hristimas
then took 1 oppnmmlry ]
focus on the strength of the
US economic recovery and

| tride dcl’sa;

for Ill-

Prospe L

looning current account defi-
it o

% "l‘l"r amidst the hase of
ew Year Ilnngu\'cr\. nves-
tors had truly forgotten the
rationale  behind  the
greenback’s slide in 2004,
then yesterday's figures were
a gr:jlncly reminder,” Mellor
E

WestLB analysts argued,
however, that the data was
“unlikely to put the dollar
back on a stable downward
trijectory, but will rathereap

it this was likely to be tem-

porary, unalysts said.
“Following the blow-out
recond N trade defi-

citand the sharp dollar sell-
off that ensued, (Thursdays)
“duta may come a8 some re-
lief to the dollar,” sajd
CALYON analyst Mike

(am{*
look for a strong kS
wp in December
I'ollowlns a Ll l
pt:ru.-nl

The dollar stood at
102,42 yen (102.31) and
11704 Swiss  francs
{1.1679).

The pound was ot | 8882
dollars (18904), 193 48 yen
(193.36) and 2.2099 Swiss
francs (2.2084).

On the London Bullion
Market, the price of an
ounce of goRl stood at
425.95 dollars against
426.60 dollars |Il¢ on




JDA reviews companies’
bids for award of licenses

Nigeria-Sao Tome
I and Principe Joini
Development
Authority (JDA), has invited
SOME companics to review
their bids in the last bidding
round for final award of
licenses.
The JIXA has in December
put five blocks on offer
where 26 companics
| including some indigencous
| ones submitted bids.
Sources in the industry twld
| the News Agency of Nigena
(NAN) yesterday in Abuja
‘that the move was part of
cfforts 1o ascertain the
e ot ‘

invited are in partnership
umamsaﬂquu

He said the move would
Turther domicile local contemt

wil offshore deep
waler experience,” the source
said

The sources confirmed that
most of the companics
invited are indigeneous ones.

NAN leamt that the JDA
would announce winners of
the five blocks anytime from
today

Presidential adviser on
petroleum, Dr Edmund
Daukoru said most of the
Nigerian companies that
participated in bidding round

do not have deep water

in offshore decp watcrs.
“Some of the companics

Globacom

but the JDA
would  consider  them

seriously.

launches

fibre optic transmission

topology to provide a self-

,Th: second national
| . i
operator, Globacom,

| Is set o boost the voice and
| data transmission servises fur
mohile and fixed telephone
services in the country as it

healing k, with an
every inch back up of vanious
routes.

“This ensures that if there
is any problem ot a point, the
traffic will be re-directed and

on
its Fibre optic ring.

The Chief Operating
Officer of Glo Mobile, Mr
Mohammed Jameel, said in
|Lagos yesterday that the
| Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria-Kano
s had made history,
becoming the first rouie in
the country to use the
|Globacom fibre  optic
| =
| The sophisticated
infrastructure was
inaugurated on Dec. 8 last
|year with the rollout of
| Globacom services in Kano
jand  the Kano-Abuja

will be
outomatically re-established
by a parallel loop in the ring,”
he added.

Jammel said further that
calls originating from and
terminating on the Glo
Network would not only be
crisp and clear by reason of
the robust nature of the fibre
optic technology, but would
also not suffer breaks and
drops because of the back
ups

in the upst sector of the
oil indusiry.

NAN gathered thut in all
the 26 companies that
participated in the exercise,
only few  American
companies really have
offshore  deep  waler
cxperience.

Such companies include
Anardako and EC1 among
others

Among the indigeneous,
ERHC appears to have
edge over others considering
its partnership with Ploneer
Energy, Noble Energy
Resources and Devon

ERHC has entered into
partnership with these
companies in blocks 2, 3, and
4 1 capture the real
economic value of the blocks
given their experiences in
deep offshore in other parts
of the world.

It is widely belicved that
ERHC stands a good chance
ol winning the licenses
considenng these factors as
well as ils activities in the
Gulf of Guinea before the
setting p of the JDZ.

ERHC and its partners
would pool resources
together 1o explore
hydrocarbon resources in the
IDZ for the benefit of both
Nigeria and Sao Tome as well
as the parties involved.

The JDZ was established
in February 1|:|ll2 10 e!\plcm:

i

(L-R) Mr. Alkeem Babatunde, Company

way Bank and Mr. Samuel

*EETING

cretary Chief Samuel Adeghise, Chairman, Gate-
i MD, at the Ext

Bank, in Lagaos ...recently Piv: Ola Dipupo Odunewn

Japan Airlines to buy 50 A320 jets from Airbus

sin's biggest camier
Japan Airlines (JAL),
hich historically has

relied on Boeing, is in wlks
with European consortivm
Airbus for an order of up o
50 short-range A320 jets,
industry sources say.
Airbus executive vice
president John Leahy twld the
Nihon Ketzai Shimbun from
Paris in the daily’s Thursday
evening edition that Airbus
was competing with Bocing
to replace about 50 older
planes in the JAL fect
Airbus believes it has a 50-
50 chance of winning the
order of that size, a person
close to the negotiations told

AFP.

JAL is expected o make its
choice between the Boeing
737 and the Airbus A320 in
the coming weeks, with a
decision seen as likely before
the fiscal year closes at the
end of March.

JAL asked Bocing and
Airbus in October for
proposals on aircrafis of
about 150 seats, airline
spokesman Geoffrey Tudor
saidl.

Wi are still studying their
proposals and we haven't
decided on either the number
of the aircraft or when 1o
decide and of course which
type,” Tudor said,

v general meeting af the

He said JAL sow a need for
single-aisle airerall for the
growth of its domestic
network, particulardy i
of the expansion of
airpon ncar Tok:

Huneda, A
airport, is primarily for
domestic flights and is set o
open a fourth runway in
2009, expanding by 40
percent its number of takeoft
and landing slots,

JAL said last month it will

luce a firm order for 30

oeing TET Dreamliner jets
with an option to buy 20 more
in a cructal boost for the US
giant's next-generation

project which s facing o
tough challenge from the
just-launched Airbus A350,

Clendys

and manage hyd
and non-hydrocarbon
resources in the zone on 60/

40 basis in favour of Nigerin. |

...rolls out in Makurdi

city of Markurdi,

Abakiliki and Ede
The roads which also came

3 ital of Be ha
*.l-uh-; Jouned l.:e hlll::lt u:‘ live on the Glo Network
| Acconting to him, il ealls gities: Towia, snd Ak included Enugu- Ah:k-!m
| . L i i Tlorin - Ogbomoshe
on the Globacom network . penly enjoying the “’"h
from Kano to Abujaare being — epvices of Glo Mobile,
routod through the fibie optic Sources in the company Sum\ to be placed on the
ring while the told NAN y dday in Lagos (|1omnpnllvlhuunc1nrlm
backbone serves as back up.  that the roll out was “Gilo’s  Maiduguri, Laria, Bauchs,
Jameel said that other parts — new year gift to the peuple ::;:r 1o and t’t‘:‘:;":(lh’\‘
of th Id be. of Markurdiin p and i L :
connected to the high  Benuc State in general” ':s':;::k is the clarity of its
handwidth fibre The network’s rollout in  E *
He said that u:r ."ﬂmﬁ Makurdi is part of its  Some of the expressways
P ppressive coverage of the  Previously covered include
and ljebuOde-Ore -Benin Aba-Port Harcourt road
entire country which has
and the second route which already taken it to 287 cities which starts from Aba, Abia
covers the Lagos-Sagamu- 4 Stac, in the

Abeokuta- Owaode Ibadan

|nxis, currenily under
| construction, are almost
ready for

The Glo Mnlnle Chief
|noted that the link from

|Ibadan o [orin, Minna-
| Abuja-Makurd, Port-
Harcount-Ow Enugu-

| Dnitsha- Benin would be

towps and major roa
networks across the country.

It will be recalled that in
November 2004 Glo Mobile
launched its services in
Kaduna, Yola and Kano city
inchuding Kano-Abuja Road

Between November and
December 2004,  the
Network had added over 30
mew towns and link roads 1o

y P T

| this year.
Globacom’s fibre optic
cibles loop up to Abuja 1o
reconnect the Northern parts

of the country.

Explaining the intricate
details of the structare of the
(ring. Jameel said  the
| infrastructure travels a n

its B 2ONCS

The additions then
included, Escravos, Ekpoma,
Akure, Umunede, Agbor,
Iwo, Auchi, Ondo, Owo,
Oro, Obaagun, lkirun,
Lalupon, Ejigho, Moro, and
Edun-Abon. Others are
Sapele, Ugheli, Forcados,

| Abraka, Owern Oshogho,

South East and leads 10
Pont Harcourt, the capital of
Rivers in the South-South
geo-political sone

Others are Abeokuta-Offs
rond, which crosses three
d O in the
Kowara, in the

North Cenl

The network has also
covered Epe-ljebu Road,
which kecps the subscriber in
touch with family, friends snd
business partners across thiee
states of Lagos, Ovo and
Ogun.

Thadan-lle-1fe and le-lfe-
Hlesha expressways, which
cross two stides of Oyo and
Osun, are also live on the
network.,, -,

POSITIONS:

DUTY STATIONS:

1) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS

Lismited under the suspices of an sevnational donor agency based in Abuja secks
applications from witably qualified Nigerians for ihe underlnted postions in cach of the staed duty stations
Successfial candidates would be part of the implementstion leam for a Global Program on AIDS.

1) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER (1) ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
1) Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital |AKTH) Kano, Kano State

fiih Nnamdi Arikiwe University Tesching Hospital (NAUTH) Nnewl, Anambea State
JindiUnivessity of Benn Teaching Hospital (UBTH) Benin, Edo Sate

Reguirementy:

. Unaversity post graiuale degree i Public Healih or Epsdemiology.

* Al least Syeans experience working in an mternationsl donor sgency or KGO

. Must possces compuser skills with de i n software such as

spreadshest, EPE-tnfo software and slide preparations

* Must have imerpersomal skills and the ability 1o communicste Muenly in the dominnt local

anguage.

| Responibitities:

= Provide manngement overdght for the office m scoondance with project actian plan

& Lisine between CDCAGAP Abugas and management of Teaching Hospitaly and designated wiellise
facilities

. Repart o the Medical Epldemisdogy in CDCGAT Abuja

. Monor, collale, report und provide feedback om se accews and trentment monitoring data

Ter the PMTCT, Care snd T
Teaching Hospital and d

ml Program for people Lving with HIV/AIDS within the
aded

te fucilithes.

Fimwure jusdsc humman and materinl resources provided by USG in benefichary healih eare
Facilities, und provide metbly repons 1 CDCGAP Alwja
2 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
o selevant eqaivakent such as HND

spreadahest
. Abiliry tis commmim toxal lampang )
REMUNERATION
A highly competitive and consnlidaied salary fuckage s aits siccessfil applicants. fmerested candidtstes should
sensd i their applications nol later than Jweeks from daie of this advent
GENDYS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED, PO, BOX 72025, VICTORIA ISLANIL LAGOS
- ONLY N}ltm’ll]b'lm CANDIDATES WILL BE CONTACTED
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Business Trust

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2005

KOOF DEALS Q'.'Ol'l’ﬂlmil Q&ANET'! TRADED

VAL 'o'rallam

453,45075
G35 674 R4
lJn.uJ 1

1,054.43
115443

4,308, M6, 55
150,00

60.518.04
A 36900462

1467700
171344009
260.00 |

Seven Coys gt NSE’s

approval to raise NS4m
even O | of the Nigerian |
smmchSE}umthM
MNQHIIMWM l
-..A..-..m 1l 1l h P
twor other ies operating in the 1 i nd
maritime services sub-sector,
mmwcma\:mmmse.wmm
Ioldlhe}k.'-l 1] NgE Spp
o Japsau} O8 s Maritone S AT
Insurance Campany m-ﬂommmmmum-
{nllulpnbllc offer (IPO).

o Ui, wdeﬂmelmhm

600 million ordinary shares of 50k cach an N2.20 per share, while

Guardian Express Bank will offer investing public 825 billion
onfinary shares of S0k each at N1.80 per share.

Cireat Nigeria Insurunce which will be going public afler more

ihan a decade of operation in the insurance sub-scotor, will float 800

o illhon ordinary shares of S0k cach at N1.20 per share. I

Standard Trust Bank (STH) Pl which successfully raised N13

lﬁilgﬂ (L} billbon last year through an 1PO, returns 0 the market 1o shop for
o ;,fm aclditional N 14 billion via offier for subscription. NAN gathered that

smﬂmuvnmmbllmmmﬂmmhnmn
1.598, ll'! T4 share thooigh offer for

Lo sy 81 | dffering the Inv-uuphlzﬂ‘lﬁlhmihnrymdﬂlll
(%] N1.80 per share,

:, ,,,':, Customs boss tasks
33000 stakeholders on ex]I:ort trade

'"' Mu °" The Customs Area Controller of Tin-Can Island Pm(mmd.

?.af‘h:;h“ {'Mummhmmmm-am

94803400 gave the :huilmge in Lagos Wednesday at o meeting with the

7,740 Association of Products Exporters of Nigeria (AFWOPEN),
m.mmwmmm

(11 P Jimes and Customs

nflbwn;uln.w-m:mm;:—icwnmndﬂnnm-ﬂ
facilitate good working relationship among stakeholders in export
Busingss

e condemned the practice, wherehy an exporter takes the

15 processed Non-Ohil Export (NXP) form from the bank to the Customs,
270 saying that euch forms should ondinarily be sent by the bank.
sn mtum-mﬁodundﬂnmmmnrm:w
19,735, porter caugii with
280,090, m 8 | such document would be prosecuted.
109,334 He urpx.‘d the Pre-thlpmlml Inspection Rmt - COIlaLT
ErH ] I the hanks, cleari
109,224,00 e AP Chear e |
el nnkhaldmlnwutm.mmupnﬂnlumunhm
e
204 20 07 wn-mumm-uwurmmwm
T Uk commplainid of delay in olbdaining

Clean Centificate
mmu n (ECT) andd also pmﬂn.le(m Declaration (SGD) forms.
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NATIONAL PENSION COMMISSION

PLOT 2774, SHEHU SHAGARI WAY
MAITAMA DISTRICT
PMB 5170 WUSE, ABUJA

| INVITATION TO A CONSULTATIVE FORUM
| WITH PROSPECTIVE OPERATORS

In the discharge of its supervisory and regulatory mandate, the National
Pension Commission will consult all stakeholders and the general public in
formulating rules, regulations, guldelines and circulars. In this regard, the
National Pension Commission invites all prospective operators to
participate in a consultative forum to be held as follows: -

e

Date: 24" January 2005
Venue: AGIP Recital Hall
The Muson Centre
8\9, Marina, Onikan, Lagos

Time: 10.00 AM F

Participating Organisations are kindly requested to limit their representation
to a maximum of two persons each.

All enquiries should be directed to the:
Director-General

National Pension Commission

09-6720091, 6720095
www.pencom.gov.ng
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National Examinations Council (NECo)

Registering for NECO
June/July 2005 Exams?

Do it 0n-(ine now!

ERAR : RiA
LG o Al 3 ny
2 NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGE l

NECQ is proud ‘ ’
to pariner with I
Guardian Express Bank Plc
and Socketworks Limited 7
. on this laudable
A projecl

'4

I

From Wednesday, December 1, 2004, all schools wishing to enrol their students
for the JunelJuly 2005 National Examinations Council (NECO)
Senior Secondary Certificate Examinations
can do so on-line.

Simply buy the NECO scratch cards, uncover the 12 digit PIN codes,
and log on to WWw.necoportal.com to complete the on-line registration forms.

It's faster, more affordable and more convenient. o
..It’s NECO’s fifth anniversary gift to Nigeria.

=il P

GUARDIAN EXPRESS

EDaC RET




fraxily Truse

Pagoe 20

-

Get your message across in an easy, convenient and .
fun way. Pay less when you text and save while ot it.
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ot COURSE, cHolcES
ARE No ELECTIVES. U JUST
GOTTADEAL WIT' EM.

No wan's an island.
call Cor adVice,
Especially Crom a kriend,




n any case, forty ycars t-nhmh-in person "-'nﬁ
cise, ol a

because the fact of ”mmiﬁwhmm-
and whether you like lmmmﬁvmdndmpntnd

r

you are now in a downward sl

mmmmw i that if you think a cenain |
wﬁﬁd.yundﬂmhﬂnkmlfywmhhmm
ape is not “old” Mh I, you

categorized smong the “old’ people. Therefore why shouldn’t
one dreads in?

Daily

tis often said that women
have come of age, in other
words they have achieved
camed recognition in areas
thought 1o be the exclusive

| domains of men.

At the same time, while
same women achicve promi-
nence and excellence in
obscure fields or ficlds that

| do not make them in *direct”
Z contact with the public, some

are in the profession of
broadcasting media that
makes them houoschold
names.

Thereafier, it is not mere
thetoric 1o say that Jamila
| Tangaza has made history as
the first woman to head the
BBC Housa Service.

Born in Kano, Jamila

Lows Primary School
Louis Secondary School,

. Kano, she then attended

but the most dreaded age to reach

Bayero University, Kano

| (BUK). She also attended

“People dread to be twenty, thirty, *r (ke Uiy

Japan, UNFPA

is forty. Afterall people that are t0end VVFin

forty are cnﬂgorffd among llw'

‘old’ peap.

refore wky
shouldn’t :

"

out that people aged faster in the yeirs

Someate painted
= pone by, as according to him people mamied very carly (both |
grandparcnts

men and women) and that they would become
hefore they reach forty years. And is custom d

they
would axsume the posture of old people and resigned |

henmapelvis o their *late” us it s

Well, this still lappens in some places, especially in nml

arcas, In et shout two weels age in Kane, one of the almajinis

in our house who was about seventoen or eighicen years old

was unmnmneduagn 1o his ullnue in Zagis fur his marmiage.
mﬁm-d w puha ot that

T

Nigeria

| By Alsha Umar, Reporter
(Woomen Affairs)

he government of

Japan has extended

assistance worth $1.84

million (N255,760,000)

| through the Trust Fund for

Human Security of Ohstetric
FISTULA" o be implemented
in the Federal Republic of
Nigeria by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA)
1 was disclosed in a
statemcnmt made available 1o
the Home Front.

According o the
statement the - project MH

Truse

- Jamila Tangaza —
to head the BBC Hausa service

By Safiya . Dantiye,
Woman Editor
London, and now Open

University London.
Been with the BBC for

more than twelve years, she
initially started with the

ini
Hausa service then moved
around the BAC Africa

Fridav.

productions, focus on Africa,
Network Afica, Outlook, BEC
Editor in Nigerin until her
lntest mtment.

Mamed with two child-
ren, Jamila Tan, has just
been nomiruted by the Al
and Middle East Region for
the BBC leadership
mme at Ashridge, a leading

First woman

January

business school

ml.heUmlad Kingdom.
Jumila Tangaza also
created, ﬁ:odu:cd and |
mast |
fausa listeners competition |
series l..lburinl. Titerally
y story” where
pmpk sent Iit stonies of & |

particulur expericnce,

Women, key to poverty
alleviation — Perm sec

he ol

& P
socretary of the federal
minksdry of wirren of firs,

M. Obiche Edache, has said that

poverty could not be effectively

mckled in the counlry, without
addressing the poverty of
worten

Mr. Edache made the

| fistula treatment centre, which

will not only increase access
to services bul also serve as
a structyred training and

' rescarch centre in Nigerin,

Most obstetric fistula
caused by prolonged
obstructed  labour, it

while resy i o
the encomiums poured on him |
dhuringg his handover fo the
permanent sceretary of the
ministry, Mrs. Omaobola
Imianvan, at the minisiry’s

conference room, within the |
woek. |

Mr. Olloche Edache said “70 |
per cent of the country®s |

d was a hole that
forms between the women's

=1 | vagma and bladder or rectum,

leaving them with chronic
incontinence, and, in most
cases, killing the baby during
childbirth. Obstetric fistula i

are made up o

By Abubakar Haruna,

Reparter (Women Affairs) |
ke it ol in term of recoed
managerient b e new clectinse
age, this he sid could be made
possible by aliernating the
minstry s recond. such o the pay
roll, filing and 5o on, throagh the
1T system for proper

| ar Nlﬁﬂln women o

and cconomically
we lives need o holistic

The minister stated this
| Tuesday in Alwja while addre-
| ssing the inaugural consultative
| ized by the African
| Women's Health Initiative
| (AWHI), Sltmdmd.wd

muncnmonnfmnrlh

n refl of poor
health indi such ax

di ing 10 h«n aimed at

Family service and

Al the same, perhaps 1 am not panicked by approaching
mmmuuqluimunom:’amm

chlidblrlh unattended by
skilled health personnel.
Women with fistula not
only suffer from poor health,
noted the statement, but also
are subject to increasing

| vulnerability due 1o the social

capacity £

of women.

He further expressed satis- |

factions at the positive uir of

mmmea&mmdeum
| strated in the Female Functional

Literacy for Health (FFLI)
'pmpct whicl moled, was

?
%g
iy

in onder o improve their
wwa‘hdﬁmllyilwllhh

nmh.llly and co-
thai pervaded his stay
in the ministry which he
attributed o the excellent co-
operation of the senior manage-
mend in the ministry.

He called for the need 1o

well as
cuns ..'n.mwms r.- them,
Princes A b

i eotmpater,

Mrw. Omobola Imanvan, the
acting permaneni secreiary,
congratulated out-going penmna
nenil sccretary for moving into
the Uinited Nations as a special
ambassadon of Nigeria, promisig.
10 uphold the standard of the

=

acting Mmsﬂmakmmﬁ‘l’iigummmw

Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Health Reporter

chronic depression, urinary
i F kortifity, /
exhaustion and chronsc anceria,

She disclosed that the
women in health

(WHO) resolution  which
the need 1o enhance the
health status of vulnerable

FFLH prnju:l was
glu:n y in 53 communities in
3 states further hinted \hll.
| efforts were on o integraie the
project into the mational

stigma hed to the

| condition. Obstetric fistula

a threat o women's |

| represents
| surviveal, livelihood and
.| dignity, and I

o achicve m results in the
minisiry and the country in

mulgn'\upemlmll

luman security.

:hmﬁmhmﬂ

- E:&"‘.'.. Wbt of Suse ot
this development

Nlpﬂl s having one of E:
| highest records of maternal
| momality mtes in the world,

it
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Culture, religion limit gir

educatlon UNICEF

he United Nations
Children Fund
(UNICEF) Educati

Project officer in Kaduna,
Mallam Adamu Ndagi has
svied that cultural and religious
bias embibed by nm!y

|c~ : .lm B aele
MaJIlmNﬁ'xinidMlM

Northern states and those of

Bayelsa, Ebonyi, and Rivers

in the southern states have

serious problems of girls
education, thus putting them
s disad siates.

including making women
mare mﬂl!y activeand

He declared that inves-
ting in girls education was the
best investment in terms off
development for long benefit

Also wluug. the Natio-
nal President of NAOWA
who is also the wifle of chief
of army staff, Mrs. Ruth

Agwai said that a girl child
wis on daily basis affected by
the despicable tradition of
eulogizing the boy, pointing
out thal it was insensitive to
the plight and needs of a girl
child.

According 1o her, given
eross cultural influences in
our barracks the girls were in
a more jous position

l-arse fnmllm wll-h Ilmltcd
resaurces have been respon-

 sible for poor female :hildm:
education in most norlhcm
parts of the country.

Mallam Neugi stuted this
at the launching of girls child
education  programme
organized by Nigeria Army
Officers Wife Association
(NAOWA) in Kaduna, within
the week.

Acconding 10 him some
parents also keep their female
children out of school due 10
mis-interpretation of lenets of

* Islamiic religion, adding that
with 70% of the populanon
living below the poverty line,

girls were often sent to |

generate income for families
by selling wares in the market.
He also said that in
teaching and learning
processes, boys were given
more opportunities to ask and
answer questions more ofien
than the girls in classroom.
The UNICEF scribe said
that majority of schools were
not girl-friendly, as they do
not guaranice adequate
protection of children’s rights,
due 1o high level of sudents

M. & Mmmdﬁ&nafﬂrmmﬁmmwﬁrm

he Lady Mechanic
Initiative, 0 non-
governmental orgami-

sation, requires about N25
million to buikd a for
the training of female
ies in the
I Aguebor, founder

Sandi
m;dmhapmn!’ly nurban | pnd initistor of the rogra-

mme, disclosed this to

graph Wrmmhwmwum 24, 2004,

Lady mechani inifiaive requires N2Sm for projcts

mwnm:n in Lagos on Tues-

’.‘.'L‘.u’“aﬁ;{"“ chrequiod
toa
about N15 mllliunﬁ:cm

would alsa bﬁ“ tel and a
garnge, as well as o spare
shop and office. ik

Aguebor, who had been
te the US. on women

Mrs Tinubu cllarges children on good behaviour

[he first lndy of Lagos.
State, Mrs.
Tinubu has wrged

children to apprecinte the
effort of their parcats and be
of good behaviour and
obedient o them.

This statement was made
when Unilon Bank of Nigena
hosted children of its stafT in
Lagos and other less privi-
leged children from some
charity homes 1o n New Year
pany.

The Exccutive Director
(Corporate Resources), Mr.
Mika Okonkwo, who repre-

Diirecior/Chief Executive, Dr.
Godwin Oborh, siid the event
was fust for the bank to show
their responsibility 1o the
society,

The bank also used the
DCCason 10 present same gill
niem which include Bags of
rice and beverages, N30,000
each o Pacelli school for the
blind, SOS village, 1solo und
Wescley achool for the deat.

Mr. Mike on behall of the
bank thanked llnc d‘llilj.mll I'ul
their

sented the Group M

their parents to offer services
to the organisation, while
reminding the children that
they are the future employees
of the bank, also urged them

10 take their education |

-h-a“iﬂ;:irllinhwmh i
who | L. i

seriously,

Other  officers
represented other charity
homes also thanked the bank
for the items and maoney they
received from them.

The cake of the anniver-
sary was later cut by the first
lady's representative who

crowned Master and Mrs |

Union Bank.

NGO trains tradltlonal_ birth attendants

ifty traditional birth
attendants were
trmined in modern

techniques by an NGO -
“Muayaka Health and Educa-
non Mobilisation Agency™
(MAHEMA) in auchi, last

year.
The project coordinator,
Hajiya Lubsbaty Jibrin, told
the News Agency of Nigeria
(INAN) in Bauchi that the
gesture was  simed at

tive
Tealth mlm in dn, nrea.
Jibrin said the programme
was fnitimted 1o equip women-
and encournge thetm 1o adopt

Sl aal

and services in the commu-
nities

Jibrin further said the
organisation had also distri-
buted some insecticide
treated quito nets to the

o their problems.
She said the NGO, foun-
‘ded in 1986, had established

communities on loan to

encournge its use among the |

people and check the spread
ol malaria,
| that the

Yelwa and Wonti Dada, all in
Bauchi, to provide easy
“socess 10 health care facilities

She
scheme was introduced 1o
assint the poor 10 pay for such
commadities instalmentully

development issues, added

that N10million was required |

to equip the workshop in
Lagos, which would train
young girls and women with
genuine interest in becoming
auto-mechanics.

She said potential female
mechanics would be drawn
from school dropouts and
commercinl sex workers and
even mamied women, as well
as those deported from
Europe.

“Our initiative also
absorbs studenis on ndust-
rial training from tertinry
institutions as well as NYSC
members and we pay them

in Lagos, plans to open

others to pursue her camp-

aign, especially in Edo, her
home state, 1o debunk the
erroncous belief that girls
could only progress through
prostitution,
The 25 girls also collect
N3 000 monthly.

She explained that she did
not go into the profession
because she was from a poor

Aguchor claimed that
Lugos State government had

asked for N23 million fora plot ||

of land it intended 10 allocate
o the initistive.

She attended Benin
Technical College and Auchi

Polytechnic, both in Edo, |

where she studicd sutomobi
gincering. i
She workdtd bricfly with
T

and week in the scheme of
things adding that they were
also faced with unequal set

| of difficulties just like their

counterparts in the larger

| family, but because she |N%
| wanted wo realise o dream,

1-child

She also suid that girls in
the barracks were also
restricted by gender discrimi-
nation and most were dened
education in favour of their
brothers, pointing out that
this has forced them into carly
RTHIGES OF even pregnancy
outside wedlock, thus further |
ostracizing them,

She disclosed that all
those ugly trends were being
reversed by NAOWA in its
buidmptnmnmwﬂ'l

was given to all
children in the hlnuk|




WRAPA stands by women whose rights are violated - Saudam Mahdi

And P,

jon Alf .

(WRAPA) was barn on April

Sudm Sldn Mahdi, the Secretary General of Women's Rights

20, 1957 in Katsina, and married in Bauchi State. A mother of six children,
'-'o'nd.ml Mahdi foined women's rights activism in 1999 after retiving as an
'mim registrar of Abubakar Tatari Ali Polytechnic in Bauchi.

. She joined WRAPA when it was being formed by Honourable Justice Fati
| Abubakar, the first lady, at that time, ax a member of Board of Trustees before
| her present appointment when the first administrative secretary, Dr. Zainab
| Alkali was leaving to go back to the university.

In this interview with The Home Front, the Secretary General of WRAPA
emphasized that one of the issues that determined the focus of WRAPA was
Nigeria's women access to fustice, WRAPA's involvement in the enuctment for
prohibition and protection of women from all forms of discrimination and

vielence against wamen. And much else. Excerpts:-

What s the historical
background thai led o the

| Sformation of WRAPAT?
Well, as you are aware since
|I||= era nl’ Mrs, Maryam
came o

| b hurmanity in of their
ity in support

h
So when Mre. Abubakar
came of course people were
expecting & First Lady initiative
andl it took ber & lot of thinking.
She ﬂmll, umed |n the
her own

oseve.
mmdmﬂﬂm
ind the suggestions of well

By Safiya ). Dantiye, Homan
Eafior & Abubalosr Haruna,
Reporter (Women Affairs)
women whose rights have been
Siate apetis o by fumity
tale 15 or fami
members, Dvernll.y-ml l'o{
e

act il
enactment of lu:ns at state and
national levels for prohibition
and of women from
all forms of discrimination,
viglence and ensuring that a

find that

the institutions  of  the

E‘«ﬂ.;p‘yqurfﬂu

(NGO) which would outlive her
temure as First Lady and continue
asa |nmc of succour and

A it 18, and for now our

h s 1o few focal
governments in the stales,
especially the central local
governments. To also help m:

atl
anmwlnlmﬂﬂn

ling 1o uy llw;r st be

the mcela-

mml Ina!ﬂl in :ullglnn und
culture however,

pon
which puts sgain the responsi-

- hility on the woman, makes a

compli picture and not
am.mmm
or lower in human dlpﬂl,y or
potential. When look at
the word of exquality and sy wo
ane teaching women their rights
so tht they will say they are
exqual 1o men, | believe there lsa
misumderstanding, and mischief
in M‘HI’T\(I-LI_ _I_:_a why in

them will do

the situstion. I think
hmmwlndhchﬂnp
Tor us as women's rights activists.
and as women i 10 be able 1o

they bring other men on board,
Whatever we ane doing we should
carry the men ol side 03 o
mweans of putting a stuke for them
and reducing the avenues for
mMJ!lcl' for our inlentions and

\HU\FA as n membcr-iup
arganiztion of wosmen, men and
Lmh has been able to break

ers by the involvement u[
men who ultimatel

we n
our approach in doing things.
Our experience is that some
people this view and when
we invite them (that is when

bl we find that

concerned with the well hei cl‘

& woman who is cither 1

muther, wife, doughter otihln‘
Mﬂvuwwulhum

lh'm;umy nta!l:nww
Even in voluntary confession,
there are rubes aboul validating

the confession
We belicve: dnlalbhmm
God and He has made rules
munmunmmn,:
accuer pul responsi-
Bilisy «; ﬂ:;f-cu::lnﬂ L!l:
wecuser for wither way but |
especinlly on an accuser. So when
Ih:mofnmﬂ Lawal, Safiya
".::\.Il'm and I.lln):"c;me up,
"Aabong [T
and individuals worked 1o see
that the implementation o the
application of the law oo adul-
tery wan dane in line with the
Shariah peinciples. There were |
calls for us 10 move oatand may |
be wse the High Cour, we said
ro! The Shuriah kgl sysem i

there or
the first reaction of the men is
skepiical. However, by the time

mhﬂnﬂwmdluwkuﬁ
them as parners jn the struggle
1o ehevate the status of women
both i private and in public
mn e elevistion of women
d not be pm‘e:\td asa

10 the me
Mﬂulh.rﬂchﬂ
the Fact that whatever we
need

this country und it is alvo a |
sufficient legal system 10 look |
after itnelf, as such we will goto
the defense ol wonnen nol
through the common fow courts,
o lhmu&h the
system. We are
to say thai the
cgal system  has
TOTES that

only in terms of nair and I'.nbu
b i syt el
mch: cunerage we have

oar activities, good or had? Ax

aware media coverge of
m'mcn his been limited 1o

e,
You also have resources in
mmnrhgnhfonwfund
mhnwl’wwuhlwwtdnwn
Lo!hcmml
wmhmu:
n-:losmh-of
and %0 on, I-nrhhnmlim

can look after itsell witlwwt ar
abdition or without

ference. The pnn:nplu ol’
Shariah have been used 1o acguit
these women. In some cases you
find that these women don't even
know that they can either dcu)'

o they can accepithe accusation
aguinst them and given |I|=ir
m:mmeu however. just

mnm. Tn police and even the courts, sl 2 ORI A Cse
::r: lowkend ] are 1o start an adult literac:
a wmwuuuw il b prograrmme {or women of skilk Loy’ lmlottyedacs
e it, the first port of call is the tuough 4 wil
and because of her backgrownd need space as renting is lml .
3.3 Judge she decided 10 addEss N oh oy o a0 sustainable. Who in hat Jhcrehe spoiniedin aoaccusa:
the plight of women in terms of mwm r “q: community is willing to give ) € -
i } ‘“n-‘ e ool mh"“" I’.:“'",;“ 10 ensure that if o single
RO hul-lﬂlﬁmwhlbu- B Lk woman or o divorcee is found
mcluded how much access o of Aisha Maskudi, the girl whose need teachers, who is willing 1o rm-l-lﬂhndanﬂl I
L":““ do wermat.In N"’" s were burnd, who we were e e abided by before she i |
el What l".iar&nl’r s Wﬁ:d Boctsed with adul
renﬂwd mm dxsuey arou ] i
- oy Eaies ‘of wduitery (unter | _Now. sothr ting e pople
for n s oF mﬂa that restored her hands tp the rural sreas. Between they come boand the  Shardak), wh"‘:"::wm nmm.
| proteetian for hose fiu:u ‘veasonable lli November and December outlook they find make them  om  women vietims thaw 00 ST T factor of
The of Amina Lawal W& conducted ten act understnd that all we are asking e men fo faxk® Ty wocal s |
Iwnelmh-lw\dnhdmm e s ok b ide of ten stute capitals. Ay in terms of equality is human ndmlla ane of the ‘h‘l‘l;ﬂ‘_:lm |
| o thean in peivate s in public? !uwﬁleofw‘kﬁ?mui w-mmmly we do in i lyundrupwl rlun& pmﬂla that brought ¥ ‘*mwl'
| So those ixsues, and her oS tional levels, Our il cities will pormeally have Ihe women 1o PA 1o Time light is one of “m"m‘“ﬂ.‘d Nwr
m atthe Barandonthe o jeshavescen  SLONE P P of senior E violence nul hmﬂurmd-md T Wk acd "‘""""' il
i himp s et g el iy 1 imjustice. Every human M\\mm ""’ SO
sctiviis of hee iiiive Which o suan up for women We B aw il most. of Gz, Boeh fvs. Witk b TGN Yo o ey . impleinenied, aod <At them has he knawledge of
[ eas as named Women's Rights ‘,.?w G SR, s e m'..-.... o iigh o ﬂﬂlﬁmﬂ‘.lﬂl?‘lmfﬂl T-mnhhnlliuummyul‘uum "':::"I: w“"ﬁ
ncement and Profecti where we mectthe  equal Justice. Justice is  just as civil society groups, SApe. Shariah
M:uimmmnwmm the woman belioves in L flon ruiers, religious nd  justice angucd that while we The  proven guilty, you can not be
iy |m? I'ml.l: o ilour sons 1) e 1 sk roduction of Shariabe e ™[ Selicve that any system |
national out o ouryour eme v or
and daughters l:-:m!"f the subject of the advocacy  sgbs Judicious Ilwlgmlmlnn in l’mw e catlib h:- insell |
:n«mndﬂmo'flhe iy g dlh;m-hI;Sy affects. So we are there al the One of the first challenges s accordance tenets of the :a 1o use llm}
madde of dressing of Ni Mﬂhﬂmw i ssroots where we eventually  the fact that women themselves  Qur’an, Hadith and other wandards “’ﬂ'ﬂdﬂl‘l s
women regardless of elass, o Toilcaiein school without that women, men and the  need o see themsehves as Iuman sources of the liw, We  entrenchment m""w* / ,I':‘l
ethnicity of religion. So the  gicnie T youth in ¢ will take  beings. That we are c!:ll-cj nrpnlﬂwm-lanled.ulum its adherents o ml’:_"“ e
—— orm'm" BN oS b B e i nfallvlnnmiln and  being b being edy i eriticim, So far the dw
neutrliy s intcos WhICh i 1o "’:::‘:‘,‘m"“"w‘““mmhw gitls. For now the states are  ted, knowing whattheirrighinand  criminal Wealso argued”  ©f the Sharia lega :rmh-
assist the woman wherever ot r tryiny Mlhelncalwtm responsibilities are, and what  that a legal system that grams  been up 0 the tsk.
is and within the context of G0 doing ”'"M"'"*" would be brought in gradually, rwﬁ others have and every one equality before it is  been cany for everyone, the
she befieves in. it qm-n phtc at ke Peaple see H WRAPA ax an E' them. Being human  mesc eputamiced hyarsfun_hi. hence judges, those supporting the
Haw fur fevels strives to muke leving in o P
-mnd’u the 05?::1# of » M'T'w‘:' ofthe  omen fo see th as o iting forhelp,  of 1ah for the women we  and those accused. Howv«. ll'
WRAPA Ihinas o e B O mdmd&mm A woman can contribule o her :wkmnlﬂmu are aware 16 is what it takes to ensure that
Amlm! Even though P M parts. What would you say abous e and ihe lifi of ofbers, and unil you know the i of Shariah is

| it i ot for us 1o say how well
| we have done, however and with
all modesty, | can sy wo have
come iy,
s that we are just
-nlmlemﬁnymlnumur
andd six years in tems
mnnb{u.hmwbﬂw
Mlbuvn!nn...

thmﬂlglnl:llp

ﬁ:ﬁ‘nﬂumlm-ﬁmul‘
2000, we spent time looking for
{women) across the

at then state level, who

would carry the banner of
WRAPA in those states, We
found men sclected

foe ouar suceess mtkng as an NGO,
If you go o the street or talk o
women and men of Nigeria, the

§ iy e
been doing very well. ::im-
rating that is
q'h fnlmltl:l hbﬂr

 done tremendously well in our

Faixiny
| mwarencss sbour the
women, about ‘ﬂ%
protection for the rights of
womsen th represen.
tation y free), counseli
and

| .
| familien. WEAPA has stonsd by
i e

been m‘ m:mnu ben:ﬁl o
Etlﬁ. auh. xmiuu,

Masarmwa, Bauchi, Bomo, Niger,
Benue, Jigawa, Anlll\hn.

Kwara, Dgla.
Federal Capi 'rqrmn-‘t'n

You see the question of
equality is something that
been mmvx:uh nmm Iﬂll

loolu m conlext nd'npnlnym
religion, whene God says “we are
equal before him, we sre only
superior in lerms of our piety,
that is the fear of God, and
worship”™. When we talk abosit
equalify we ane not talking exqua-
lity in terms of shoulder o
shoulder but u]ullnzﬂln teretis of
being basic hisman beings, what
Bruarts a man will definitely bhuria
worman, what elevates a man will
definitely chevates 5 woman. We
refer ladqnli ¢ i terms of our

potentials within @ context of

o e e e

-lummlllnuwdudm.um uniil

sees good reason that
her self worth and nell'-e-mm
can never be n
respected. Illmlnlchllhw
because we (women's rights
activists) can scresm all the nghis

believe or do not sec thersclves
in same light or do nol see the
worth af things, then we
arc only like hitting ourselves
againgt the wall,

andd what is still happen)

one is saying we can’t have
comvictions bt if convictions are
0 be made lot dn:u; be on ﬂ;
expounded tenets of justice

all under Shariuh.

For example in Islamic law,
we know that the privacy nfan
individual is protected, and no
onrltnlhenghlm?ry lninﬂn

done in accordance with the |
tenets of Allah, so be it.
is that within this time

am siure with time it will be misch
better, the judges are being
trained and retrained in the
Shariah stutes, the monilors of
Shariah are aluo beang traised and

privacy of an
way, some of the ﬂl'l":ncel
especially sing (aduli hive
et iy e o

roles, with limits of what they
n‘n_nbundwmqe‘-umdu

IF any Mnlmm;;ﬂu
{(dbudtery ), it is she or may
voluntarily come and say she o
Es i
Muslim has =nnnill¢d.’:h
offence, then there isu set of rules.
ahout how the proof of the

of these determined cases, My
hope i that with time these

'ﬂ;inmmm_
we will see a dilference where
g
those in Wﬂhﬁ

tials in the society. |

"uf.'.-.;m_u-

\
L ¥

[

§
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= fully execute the
and finance
conumitice
I happ 10 be the
person chairi publicity
RMTHIEE, Our main

il el
en the entine Nigerian

LAWY

commiunity 1o appreciate the

n tude of this disaster

( Tsunami) and appeal 10

conscience to come forward
with all kKind of assistance
cash and in kind in sprit of

brother keepers to extend

some assistance 1o the
victims of (his disaster and
this is in the sprit of the
teaching of two religion in
Nigeria  (Islam  and
Christianity ) where by we are
encouraged 1o assist any
person that has fallen victim
of any such disasters. This 1§
our main assignment, we

publicised, we enlighten and

we mobilise ! fan to
understand the magnitude of
this crisis it would be our time
but we are not hopping that
to our fellow country Nigeria

A vlwnires wlls smeep the ouins

s Thind
g
{fFTcen comnrrres wiome”
No our assisance which
will assemble under the
wimily

Il of Migeris woul
he targeted o a specilic
have aloeady

COMMEY . s 4o
heard that FG has donated
one million dollars, this has
gone o the main LN centre
fimd which will form pan ol
the collection ar the united
pation to disburse to the
affected nation. Similarly this
collection would be sent for

the assistance 1o be extended
1o all affected countries
actunlly we are nol focusing
on  specific
particularly Afr

country

an couniries,
whait we are collecting s
meant 1o cushion the effect
in all the affected countries.

Sir you have chosen 3
banks for the donation, are
the donations going 1w be
restricted only to these banks
or there are other avenues
like committees?

Yes, we chose these

hanks for cas¢ of operation,

buja’s nu

Survivars carey their

other agencies are free 1o
collect, other units whether
private or public sector are
free to collect but we have
designated some collections
points for case of collection
and for ense of secess we said
apart from these three banks
i.e. First Bank, Zenith Bank
and Habib Bank every state
government headquariers
{Government House) and
every local govermment
headquaners (office of the LG
chairman) through out the
federation are also collection
centres. From this scnlence
il my state government
collects whatever we receives

™. k)

Trusr

BT i)
efougings scrovy a pool of water in Banda Aceh, Indenesia

from any body we will take it
1o any of these banks and if
any body collects froni any
local government can either
bring it 1o the state
governmient or send it direct
10 one of these three banks
through out the nation
These banks were selected
not on any theme but on the
basis of there spread nation
and ot beast we minimised the
number of the banks for
control purposcs.

s a Shariah compliant
anid
government, wihat
specifically have Kano State
government contributed to

government

3UJA 1 RUST

merous fire disasters .

&)

. i

Taumami’s victims?

I actually have not
discuss the issue with the
state executive council but
we gong 1o contribute
quite substantially in our
s
minimising the suffering of the
Thuman being and in the spirit
of our focus and our policy

efforts 1o contribute tor

of hums
have to save lives first before
any other thing, | will be
tabling this before my state

an development we

exceutive council and we will
decide what our own
government is going 1o
donate In Sha Allah.

Sir there is the problem
af arphans wha fost their
parents as a result of this
disaster Nigeria
enconrages Nigerian fo
adopt such orphans?

Well, I think this is a very
good idea and we will try 1o
sell it out to Nigenans and
there would be agencies L am
sure through which this can
be facilitated, is & good ideal
know it may not be possible
as an individual w jump in
there and pick a child, you
see this is an issue that cut-
meross territories but is o very
good idea | nssure you I will
sell this out o my committee

can

and see how it can extent
support 1o the orphans
With the calibre of
people in the FG commitiee
on Tommami disaster, success
could be achieved, bur did
the FG put measures on the
grownd to ensure that the
donations reach the turget?
Yes of course, we the
members of the commitlee
under the able leadership of
his eminence ' the Sulftan of

Sokoto, Alhaji Mohammadu
Maccido will not allow any
Kkobo o be missed or deviated
1o other ways, We will Insha
Adluh make sure that all the
donations reach the targeted

We  will not
disappoint our president,
Nigerians and Nigeria

Sir if you may recall after
the Lagos explosion such
donations were gathered
with a view o disiributing
are among the vietims but
most of the victims did wot
enfoy it. What would happen
if such happened to the
victims  of Tsunamis
divaxter?

Well, wherever such a
disaster happened not only
in Nigerin but in any other
country around the globe and
something in that nature
happened it is serving people
as lesson and may be the
people chosen are not
appropriate and maybe the
problem is from the side of
those to distribute the
donations 1o the victims
because it is not 4 one man
responsibility. In our case for
example if we take donations
ours is to hand over the
donations to the concerned
authorities, it is left for them
1o armange how to distribute
the donations 1o the victin
the most inte
that we have taken it to the
affected country. But it is not

victims

esting issue is

our responsibility 1o see that

the donation have been
distributed among the
victims. What we are

assuring people ix that all
what they have donmed will
reached the farget countnes
Inshat Allak:
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The worrying upsurge of pirates in Lagos

hat il we
throw you
inside this

water, how do you hope o
et home ™ Well, i it s the
‘wish of God for me o get
home, | would.” This dia-
Togue wok place on one of
Island's waters recently; un-
forunately it is being repli-
|eated at un alarming rate.
Following the
dislodgement of sea pimtes
| from the Niger- Delta region
by heavy presence ol military
operations there, they have
found their ways into Lagos
state, temorizing residents of
Istand. Most of them who
(operte whit highly sophisti-
cated modern smmunitions
are now i termor in Lagos.
| According to Maritime
analyst, Cloenga Ohumide, the
| upsurge n criminal activities
(on Lapos Isbad waterways
\were noticed (ollowing the

N o
carted away fishes und valu-
ables,

The ineffectiveness of
the Marine police in tackling
the problem has resulied in
increased pirates” activities
on the Nigerian waters pur-
ticularly those that run
through the Island coast.

The recent survey by the
International Maritime Hu-
reau IMB revealed thit about
halfof those killed all over the
world in pirate attacks in the
last twelve months, met their
death on Nigerian walers,
Maritime analysts attribiite
the upsurge to the high
prevalence of ilegal bunker-
g in the Niger - Dieltn region.

The trade has in turm
Tunded further srms procure-
ment and been behind the
spawning of a wiile range of

(dinlodgement of the pimtes
from the Niger - Delta as o re-
sult of the heavy military op-
erativns there, *“The activities
of the illegal bunkers in the
atren had been halted by the
military but because they
were in possession of sophis-
ticated weapons, they de-
cided to face Lagos W con-

4 F s . - P - -8 o8
A seene from the papuler Oshodi market in Lagos,

[tinue their nefarious activi-
|vies.”

Recently, seven membors
(of pirates attacked the crew
(of a fishing vessel owned by
‘Ocean Fisheries. The vessel
was attacked early last

e

Crime on lsland waters is
a refloction of socketal ills on
lad. An official of the Man-
time police speaking on con-
dition of anonymaty revealed
theit ad least two mujor crimes
are commitied on laland wa-
bers every other day.

The mitc of crimes is got-

ting w0 an epidemic propor-
tion, As more and more cases
are reported, 5o also has the
sophisticated of the crimi-
nals. In the past they operate
with knives, broken bottles
and cutlasses, but now they
use machine guns o affoct

month, ubout & kilometer off

the Marina shore. Majority of Sl srade. .,

the vessel's rees said
wovs st Bk died i Othe they usually come in large
| e writh perinus injuriés were numbers and are armed with

taken to & Jocal hospitsl. The

|pirates numbering seven

sophisticatod weapons. Ther
targets ane tell - Joadsd ves-

sels that run aceoss Istand
deep seas on their way (o

According the Whesu he ini-
tinlly had doubts over the

were the normal trivelers that
Ihy we tried

hmuﬂ built very f:lnu o

berth at Apapa port or put of  Safety of the expedition that o wam them to be carefial not

the country fram the |
i e

1G Tafa

According 1o our source
these people do ol just steal,
ihey maim and kil at the sume
nme.

1 they wore not formumate
o ke beg hesul, ey woukd
pounce on whatever is avml-
able on their way, And these
i st cases b oul to be

local fishermen, majority of
them live in Tsland whose out-
board engines become in-
stant.aftraction,

About three weeks ago,
Suru Whesn, a fisherman and
chairman of the lliburin Co-
operatives Society set out on
a fishing expedition with his
partner and the partner s six-
year-old son. They left hamne
alittle before midnight in two
camocs, one of which was fit-
ted whit an outboard engine.

Halogun (2% right),
g af 10,000 units of motorcyeles for police

mwhnhdlupbmmﬂ:

ul MIOVE OVEr our Ir!pa They

Mr. Ahmed Abdulkedir DIG “C™ department at the

he noeded money o olfset
SOINE COMmments.

They got safely 1o ther
destination farther mio the
lagoon off Osbarne, koyi
coastline and soon went
ahout setting their traps. Not
long after they finished sci-

tingg the traps, they suddenly
ook time off to sleep, one af-
ter the ofher It was in this
jposition that the piries met
Ihem.

“As they moved nearer 1o
us and over our traps, we ini-
tially thought they were
people traveling nlong that
lagoon becaune we are used
1o seeing people like that and
usunlly exchange pleasant-
ries with them withou
trouble. Thinking that they

personnel in Lagos.. recently.
Pix: Olaatipupo Odunews

ipr
heeded our warning snd ook
another path but on sensing
that one of our canoes hsd
an outboard engine, they
cami rashing ot us

“Meanwhile, my partner
und his son were Tast axleep
and as | made 10 alen them
thit we were bring attacked,
the pimtes started throwing
hroken botthes and fron rods
at me”, Whest recounted

This was w be the most
Inghiening i the lives of the
three. The pirales moved
closer and started first by
beating them with sticks.
HSoon they brought oul ma-
vhetes to frighten them, On
sighting the machetes, the
iwo partners including’ the
six-year-old boy plinged into
the water. Thut was how ihey
abandoned their canves in
the hands of the pimtes who
ook out the outhound engine,
the paddies, nets and even
the small plastic bowl that the
fishermen used m scooping
water away from their boats.

The pirates also usoed ma-
chetes to cut imto pioces. all
The wooden seats in the two
wanocs, which also served
the purpose of balancing the
canoes in the peniod of high
tide- There was nothing left
in the two canoes ns the pi-
rates succeeded in rendering
the fishermien immobile

The incident was re-
ported wt the Adeniji Adele
Central Police Station and
eventunily nbandoned when
there wais no headway.

1t was lernt that &

(number of pirates

lines. In L
stoaling :lulbunm! engines,
they also rob others of their
boats and their contents. In
the procoss, they malm and
kill.

Several houses with wa-
terfront locations come regu-
larly under attack by peaple
largely suspected w be liv- |
ingg in shanties like Hubirin |

and Makoksr. L

The helpless state of the |
Marine police today may
Thave in no small ways sccond- |
ing 1o the industry watchers
contributed o the upsurpo |
being presently witnessed in |
pirnte mitacks. |

The muan wacdied with the
Marine police in Lagox, Po- |
lice Superimtendent Frodrick |
Egbonwon admitted that
things have not been rosy
with the police and that the
polbce being a part of the so-
chety is also afected by what
the termed “a general prob-
fem".

Our comespondent leamt

that the over thirty Oils | -

owned by the Marine police |
haw reduced to four. While

one could be said to be in

manageable order, the other

three are mete relics adocing |
the harbor of the Awolowo

Raad, Tkoyi headquartens of

tha Marine police, It was also

discovered that only one

witlkiedulkie serves the entine

Lagos Marine Police. The

equipment, which s a vital

ol in fighting crime, is

shared between the stute mo-

rine officer md his controfler

baoth of whom wre expected io

drop it a1 the station for the

tse of another.

Hoth the federal and the |
state police share the same |
probiem. The federal vurim-1
i tasked with porely admin-
istrutive matters. In this re- |
gurd, it takes custody of all
the boats o all the stste M-
rine police whose concems
are oainly operational in pa-
ture. Both federal and state |
Marine police, it was gathered |
Have for long been crying oul
10 the police suthoritics (o |

equip them in onder (o meet | -

with the rising challenges |
posed by the threat of sea |
pirates. |

As pirates contimued ta |

coastline umﬂx'nu_-l oot gl
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governor of Plteas and Niger Saten, Col M. L Shaiba (r0d) () and sthors during Media Trust Ind Annsal Trow Diafoges

Abwje_ pesterday.

fm.ﬂtﬁhh' mmmnmm.’mn Prufessor Sam
Aduks (e} to the veme of Media Trust Lid Ind Aumual Trust Dialogwe

hief Kumabay Arniyd {middir) fn hamibshake with N1 providens, Comeade Adisms Ohbinmbale {1 durimg
Ind Anwnal Trust Diatogee held at Sheratow Hotel and Towver, Abuja
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Abia State Govermor, Dr. Orji kalu with Methodist Archibivhap of Umisakia, Most. Rev. Dr. Rogers Uwadi after @ thanksgiving
service organised by former NDDC Chairman, Chicf Onyema Ugochubwu af Usmuhu, Ulwhs Abia State.

N500m suit: Deputy

gOv appears in ¢

ano State Deputy
Governor, Engr.
Magaji Abdullahi,
vesterday appeared before
the siate’s High Court
presided over by Justice
Abdu Aboki for cross-
cxumination on a hearing of
o continuation on NS(Km
libel suit filed by the former
against The Sun newspapers
and four others.

The deputy governor had
last year dragged the
publishers of The Sun
newspapers before the Kano
State High Coun, demanding
the sum of N300 million as
damages done to his image
and reputation in a story
captioned: “Dirty deal:
Ih:pul\ governor in N83m
ndal”, published in
| of December 23,
2003 edition.

At yesterday's sitting,
Engr. Abdullahi, while bei
cross-examined by
counsel, Barrister Kayode
. dismissed
allegations of
misappropriation of N&3
million meant for the
securing of pilgrims o the

. From Mustapha Isa Kwar,
(Correspondent Kaoo)

“When | was alerted on the

plaintif had been his friend
Tor over 30 years and that his
exemplary and selfless

purported story, my lawyers

were 1
which a letter was written to
The Sum  newspaper
management, asking them to
publish an apology to me
because the entire story was
false, but the onc week
ultimatum given to them for
the publication of the
apology expired without
positive response. Instead,
the paper wrote to me

the on

ourt

secure relevant documents to
open a cross-examination
it m:pr-mrr but the

Commissioner absent as Gov
Saraki pays surprise visit

overnor  Bukola
Saraki of Kwara
State yesterduy paid

a surprise official visit to the
state’s Ministry of Education
headguarters in Horin at
:am but could not find the
Commissioner in charge,
Alhaji Saka Isemi, in his
olfice

The governor, who was
received by the Permanent
Secretary of the ministry, Dr.
Zainab Ambali, expressed
displeasure over the manner

From Abdulrazak Adebayn,
Cowrexpondent (Hovin)
ungry at the sight of the
instructional materials locked |
up lnllww\a!butcnrlim

ministry.

At the Directoraste ur|

Education Support Services
where he was received by its |
Director, Vencrable Sunday
Adigun, Governor Bukola
Sarnki directed that rural
schools be separated ﬁnm
urban schools

wecommodate the rcqullul
number of teachers needed

with  which  science
nent and for
materials  meamt  for

distribution 10 post-primary
schools in the state were
locked up in the main stare
of the ministry.
Consequently, he ordered
the immediate distribution of
the items 1 schools before
the end of this month with a
charge to officials of the
ministry to expedite action
and address the dearth of
teachers in post-primary
schools in the state.
Governor Bukola Saraki,
who was at the ministry 1o
assess the level of progress
on the award of contract for

i el objected to | iy and

services d that the -
i yer on the basis that | renayvation of classrooms
e omline mﬁ:mwmdchm across schools i the stalc a3
initiated for character T‘;‘:’“' Juds: well as the recruitment of
assassination, ! der the ural
; b‘k. Ajayi Memaiyetan, uldﬁa:rd -‘r' | vnlnnury scheme and
by forth fthe | di of science

the defence counsel, Barrisier
Moses John Jackson, stated
that when the story was
published, he hurriedly
invited The Sun
correspondent in Kano,
Malam Thrakim Barde, for
clarification but the latter

the issue,” he added
Also testifying, the former
Managing Editor of the
Triumph newspapers, Mr.
Ajayi Memaiyetan, said the

1 d ignorance of its
source since he did not report

it.

The defence counsel
however prayed for an
ndjournment to enable him 1o

Sallah: Prices of rams,
poultry drop in Kebbi

Eid-el-Kabir Sallah
| ehration draws
rer in Kebbi State,

prices of rams and poultry
hmts have drastically

last year's Haj), d
 them as malicious and loully
| false.

He told the court that the
perpetrators of the said
publication never contacted
him to clear the air on the
issue or seek his opinion o
make the story balanced in
accordance with the ethics
and principles of journalism.

The depuly governor
expressed dismay that the
mastermind of the report is a
correspondent of The Sun
newspapers in the state, n
clear signal that the entire

| story was mere allegations,
| andd therefore baseless.

Abdulishi A th

4 d to lasi

Annrimimty:md.umd

| by Daily Trust revealed that

in Birnin Kebbi Central
Market, a ram which was sold
at N15, 000 last year now
sells at N9OOO, and similar
ones sold at N2§, 000 last
year now sell at between
I8, 000 and N20, (00,
However, out of the
healthy looking rams
recommended for the
sacrifice which were flooded
into the market since last
week, only few were sold due
1o lack of money.
Ammlmsw Malam Yusuf

that
mmmyedhunul
| thief and unreliable person
‘with low moral character,
adding that it ruined his 34
anpuu:

G je, a civil
mv-m."penpkdm’t have
money, especially the civil
servanis because they have
-pent IM‘h’ December 2004

From Kabir Dogon Daji,
Carrespondent (B/Kebhil
salurics and are not expecting

January salary now™.

He added further that he
had 1o buy a ram on credit
from a local ram dealer.

Also n messenger, Malam
Manu Gaji, said he may not

ram this year due o
lack of  money, but would
instead buy fowls.

Meanwhile, a ram dealer nt
the market, Muhammadu
Na'maaji, Iold

“lm year, 1 sold over 35
rams in this market. | usually
travel up to licla, Gada and
Achida towns in Sokoto State
to make a bulk purchase of
rams whenever Sallah is

hing.” he declared.

He also attributed the low
sale 1o the cash crunch hitting

o schools was

Meanwhile, the state’s |
Mimistry of Works has
emerged the best performing |

ministry in 2004, Presenting |

the award o the ministry s

Commissioner, Engr. Yinusa |

Afolabi at the

rnment |

House, Horin, Governor |

Bukola Saraki commended
the ministry for the posil
reconds o its eredit.

In accordance
1

with
»tl\

PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT (FMENY)

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESMENT (EIA) OF THE
PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT FOR THE OBAJANA

CEMENT COMPLEX BY DANGOTE NIGERIA LIMITED

the

T s
Eny

makes it

mpac
(EIA) Act No. 86 of 1992, which
Mandatory
proponents of all new major
dcvelopmmt acuwnm tncnrry out

for
ii)

of propased projects, shc Federal
Ministry of Environment hercby
announces a twenty-one (21)
working days Public Notice for
information and comments on the
draft EIA Report submitted by
Dangote Nigeria Limited.

iii)

iv)

v)

The proposed project, located near
Oyn Iwa V|Ilagc. m]l involve

dcpnmt required for the Obajana
Cement Factory located about 9 2005
kilometres from the quarry.

Date: 12%

ALL COMMENTS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE PERMANENT
SECRETARY, FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT ON OR
BEFORE 10TH FEBRUARY, 2005,

SIGNED
PERMANENT SECRETARY

Time: 8:000.m. — 4:00p.m

Kogi State Ministry of
Environment, Lokoja,
Kogi

Lokoja Local
Government Area
Headquarters, Lokoja,
Kogi State

Federal Ministry of
Environment Office,
Lokoja, Kogi State

FMENYV Liaison Office,
Games Village, Surulere,

Lagos.

FMENV Office, Plot
444, Aguiyi-Ironsi Street,
Maitama, Abuja

January-10* February,
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I'[‘hc President of Tran,
Hojjatoleslam Sayyed
khatami, yesterday,

urged Africans 1o continue
on the spiriual paih of
establishing equality of al
humans and their
sovercignty which will
provide 4 foundation for
diversity, coexistence and
cooperation.

He mude this statement in
This lecture entitled: Harmony,

From Elkanab Chawal,
Poeprorier {Foreigm Affuir)
by polng through the stage
of being colonised, have
gained very worlh expe-
miences in this spiritual con-
nection, and have therefore,
achieved a golden oppor-
tumity to embark on this pros-

pective path™, he said.
He added that spiritual
Toundation is the strong basis

Peace, Equality, Tol in
a heterogencous society
the Shehu Musa Yaradua
Centre in Abuja,

“You and your people in
Nigeria, as well as all Afri-
cans, by passing through the
paradign of colonialism, and

for d y of cult y
stating that “cultural diver-
sity can boost the re-gional
and international harmony™.

“Nigera, which enjoys the
grandexperience of the co-
existence of two of the great
religions, namely Islam and

II'TA saves Africa from
N28b cassava mealybug

N ews
Khatami tasks Africans on

spiritual rebirth

Cleristianity, as well as other
religion as its background
\n'pp oTL, SN phay a Nery
us and powerful role in
dculu[rmml of Africa”, he
eldieed

He expressed his beliel
that Africa can be built with
the help and resources of
ns, and commended
EPAD project which he
safd is a comprehensive
development plan for all
Africans, "l
in this direction, cresting
great  hopes for the
emancipation of Africa from
the evil rule of undeve-
lopment and poverty, The
Islumic republec is fully pre-
pared to participate in imple-

menting the rvious projects |

Cross River police get N100m

The lranian president |

of this plan, to the best of its
ubility”, he stated,

| various that thelran model of

blmmw.}mmm-m@ MMNM&I’M-’:—
Arave dwring the cowncil wf sate mecting held at the State Hosse Abwjs... Wednosday s dow

Topm Fr MH
I :"..'..mJ? I:F'T'S:::i By 1w 1k, | .m.ng .~ “::puiaf::' llfelllle mﬁm. {Catabar)
i Agricul J | L

Agriculture (1ITA) Sin wr Triendly i "l: he police in Cross  requirements and make same

and the CABI Bios-cience n;‘;]"‘lgnff‘;’n:';"m{ ;‘":{D SrIopMEnts g River is 10 get @ available to him for
mmm“ﬂ;ﬁ hyacinth And Ih mango | He stated that efforts | N'].Dnmuiliun to M’;‘l inl: The vernor  also
save hl.mn b1 billlen ml bt “i: -‘lm:d“"hf'mws::‘]r:f_ i Donald 'ao, i ion of
Ay N1 | million) to i ent will facilitates the D"‘"’"“PW forty pick up vans, digital

about  $20  billion ﬂwirum:nt that \mnld- utilisation of human capa- ~ Making the pledge while  camera, computer sets to
{approximately N27 trillion) hl“'-‘ been  caused hilities and natural resources | | ng the new  hoost the operations of the
cassava produce value, ynthetic chemical solutions | und further narrow the quarter guard recently, command in containing

A rescarch work on
biological control methods
has already proven them-
selves extremely effective in
AlTica a5 & consortivm,

That was disclosed yes-
terday by Dr Peter Neuen-
schwander of T A to the
prestigious science ,uumnl

Nature e
Neuwenschwander said that
one study of 27 African
countries estimate control of
the cassava mealybug by a

itic wasp imported from

atin America has saved
LISSE-20 billion in crop losses.
since it was first deployed 20

s ugeo.

He :E!’nd that cassava is
the major starch staple for
more than 100 million
Africans e mealybug
destroyed up to 40 per cent

of cassava yiel

mn:al-culahll.h:u
Hie said “Implementation
of eco-friendly options
requires political will and
public support, with a clear
vision...  and g
leadership, many could
adopt this approsch today.”

present straits.
He urged :h:wmkl to be

Governor Duke stated that
the amount will be paid in
four install of N2§

He called for the

du? bound in devel
participating in the
regeneration of a whole
Alrican continent, poverty
reduction and insecurity
reduction,

million cach.

Duke directed the police
officials to prepare an
estimated budget of all its

Belgian envoy commends

elgian Am|
r. Heckhout has
id that President
Olusegun Obasanjo and the
NAFDAC boss, Dora
Akunyili are one of the few
patriotic Nigerians wha have
good vision for the country
and also striving hard 10
better the lots of the citizenry.

The Belgian Envoy who

Cross River loses former

deputy gov

Tlie former deputy-
governor of Cross
River State in the
third- republic, Mrs, Cecilia
Ekpenyong, has  been
reported dead.

Mrs. Cecilin Ekpenyong
was the deputy-governor
during the administration ol
Mr. Clement Ebri s governor
of state. She was an astute
member of the defund-
National Republic Con-
vention (NRC) the platform
that ook her to political
limelight and 10 power as
deputy-governar.

She was the chairperson
of the All Nigerian Con-

From Bassey Ita,
Cornespondent (Calabarh
disposition 10 better the
maoral and academic antain-
ment of most students
especially those of the
famous Edgerley Girls
Memorial School
and the Holy Child Secon-
dary School, Calabar, where
she served as principal at

different times,
Commenting on the
deceased during a condo-
lence visit on the family
recently, Govemnor Donald
Duke stated that Mrs.
Epenyong exuded warmih
and love in critical situation
and advised the family
bork I be led

ference of I’rlnclpd; of Se-
umid.nry Schonil (ANCA
-0PSS) before j

these dispositions as well as

exhume in them the traits of
the & |

u position which also show

‘her 1o the honour of Principal
 Emerius of Nigeria (PEN).
g AWMH‘

Bym‘

mh*h&wlm

paid a visiton llu.- NAFDAC
boss maintained that the
European  Union  has
watched with keen interest
how NAFDAC's strict and
efficient regulatory activitics
have helped to nurture a
congenial business envi-
ronment and strong eco-
nomic thes between Nigeria

5 nml the European-nations.

He described the work of

Obasanjo, Akunyili

impression  about this
country  unfortunately
dominates Europe. | feel
ubout this negative per-
ception because people like |
you and the president want |
this country changed for the
better. This is the vision |
have come to share with
you,”
Responding,
Gieneral, Dr. Dora Akumyili,

the Director

of the police
funding policy which
secording to him enables
states and the fedoral
government to contribute
certain per centage of funds
to  the wupkeep and
maintenance of the police,
even as be enjoined them to
reciprocate government’s
concem on them by beefing

Rivers moves to
regulate Okada riders

orried by the level
of road accident
involving
motoreyche riders mmlnﬂy
called okada and 1
same for various crimes in
Port Harcourt, the Rivers

ncross the state,

Duh described the state |
police command as o'
of class” adding that the |
N100 milion grant will take |
care of barracks renovations
and other incentives.

Responding, the state
police Commissioncr, Mr.
Eugene Njepu, expressed
appreciation to the governar
for being fricndly with the
police since his assumption
of office and however
requested the extension of
the ongoing water scheme in
the state 10 police barracks
1o ease the problem of water

scarcity.

He described the quarter
guard as a very vital
arrangement in perfecting
secunity of lives and property
a3 the system was bound 1o
guanntee law and order in
the society.

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Burvsru chiel {Port Harcowrt)

wear the aprons for their
respective ancas of operation
s that will help in tracking
down criminals who use

" ) i motorcycles for armed
L;“m:::y as unl!:::tm thanked the L“wy for the state. ga\remmenl as X "g""'f'ﬁf""‘ 5
ceording o m, al
::?:’I:h u:ull be actively [0 ensure that III: mmtins. ) ohak 'm at the ©kada operators are
T by F band of frien and ties | seurstica of the. Lisiad wﬂdllr\\;?’Mh“
Olusegun Obasanjo. Motarovelo - Ddvit are not al tocarry more
According 1o Tim, th: was iulu.iud M the | AseIRIUYER HERA than a single passenger.
Pressdeny. o bo atory sad wal Commimoner o Trampr, 15 Sommishio nd |
esiden nv an ey 5 men ice force
sanjo nnd the. impressive eammmc’nl Chief Glory Emeh, said the 10 "opg sﬁ'::lt corps arc |
record of b!\' Akunyil d ¢ cﬂynrm?{mnlmbml sensitised on how 1o deal
NAFDAC under Dr. Akunyill - readiness of NAFDAC to  divided into areas of Witk otada riders and
ve the wrong con-  gacifitate inflow of foreign operation in such a waty that  equred them that they will
ception on Europeans coun- by Belgi akada riders these areas an o1 have any problem if they
tries that “Nigeria is a country nies as it will create | beidentified by the colourof  ahide by the new rules.
of 419 people, fraudstersand  gainful employment for  their . Chief Emeh called on all the
\rafTickers.™ He said all okode  okada riders to ensure that

His words “The negative

youth and also stimulates
the country’s economy,

operators are expected 1o

Begging worries Katsina LG chairman

Thaji Bala Saulawn, the
Chainman of Katsina
jocal government
council in Kasina State has

said

He also the

soon establish a number of
¥ aimed  at

of
and underage children in the
act could create more
problems for the society.
Saulawa said Kataina,
being the seat of
should not be

government,
hosting large number of

pmvnung employment for
youths in the ares and that
housewives would be taken
«care of in the scheme.

Saulnwa said unemployed |

youths would be identified
and taught carpentry,
Iding and vehicle

eI ne

Lo aatal b

i than 50 per cent of
'“n:!.ndn?ﬁnh

their motoreycles are duely
registered and have the
plllc number o enable
overnment track down
ose that are being used for
CTNTES,

The  Rivers

vernment has
g:lmvu and aprons for
distribution 10 motoreycle |

arrangement where the users
‘will pi lmm

State




use of “Aso Ebi"

(choice ceremonial
(dresses) by members

+of the bridal train nl’cmpla
bas been banned by the
Abakaliki district of the
Assemblies of God Church,

The ban was announced to
|newsmen yesterday in
| Abakaliki by the District
Superintendent, Rev.
Emmanuel Nshii.

He said the ban was o
ensure proper spiritual sanity
wndd real scred order during
weddings,

Nshii explained that the
ban, already communicated
1o church members, became

Kwara set to
ban hawking
of herbs

he Kwara State
government is set to
stop the

indiscriminate hawking of
local herbs or "agbo™ by
young girls in the state, says
Health Commissioner Hola
Olnosebikan,

Olaosebikan announced
this when he  briefed
newsmen
Wednesday on the first state
executive council meeting
for the year,

Church bans use of
Aso Ebi at weddin

in_Horin on |

He said wedding was a |
divine injunction which'|
prepare young couples on the |
way to commence their
marital lives, adding that
itroduction of unnecessary
materinl waste such us “Aso
Ebi™ was uncalled for.

Nshii, who described "Aso
Ebi" as an aberration,
stressed that the ban was 1o
avoid a mixiure of divine
injunction  with worldly
ceremonies.

He said the prohibition
order was o way of sefting a
new agendn to overhaul
existing marriage culture in
the aren.

The clergyman lamented
that couples, who wenl into
unnecessary wedding
expenses had been exposed
to undue hardship shortly
after their weddings.,

Nshii warned that any
member of the church who
disobeyed the new rule,
would notonly be viewed as
a rebel, but  would be

d2arriy

4 rasr

Mrmr Gﬂm’lﬂ' af NAFDAC, Dr.‘bam Akunyili (Middie) presenting the Agency s en-

taly o the A

o Nigeria, H.E Dirk Van Eeckhout

liefth and the Deputy Head of Mission {eight), Dr. Bart De Groof whon they paid a cour-

tesy visit on her recenily

Bauchi command sacks 26 policemen
for extortion

Abbas tald the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Bauchi on Wednesday that 23
of the policemen were

T: Bauchi Stae police
[ d has
dismissed 26
policemen for extortion and
other comupt practices, says

the commissioner, Alhaji
Mukar Abbas,

Education ministry

reforms insp

ectorate unit

According to him, the
retreal is both  timely and
adequate "h:‘.nusn it s

“Omly hawkers who carry Federnl Ministry of
identity  cards from Education has
registered herbal launched reforms to
practitioners will be allowed = reshape its i
to sell,” he stressed. services for improved

Olaosebikan said the state | performance, according 10
government had given its | Minister Fabiian Osuji.

| for the | Osuji | this at o

of traditional healers to take
off.

“A new registration fee of
N2,500 and annual renewal
fee of N1,500 have been

§ for tradi I

retreat for federal education
inspectors in Bauchi

Part of the reforms initiated
in 2004 include the education
seclor analysis programenic

PF
healers,” he announced.

The commissioner said
(such healers would need to
‘come to the health ministry
| for proper screening and
| nspection of their premises
| before registration,

Acecording to him, the
ministry is working he
Justice Ministry 1o review the
1988 edict on herbal practice
in the state.

“We mim 1o monitor and
give stiffer penaltics to fake
practitioners, those  giving
false claims and those
breaking the laws related to
the practice,” he said.

Olaosebikan swressed that
“henceforth, iwill be a cime
for wraditional healers 1o
engage in blood transfusion,
give injections, practise
dental surgery, engage in cye
operations und any other
surgery that involves blood
usage or spillage.™

Relevant laws had been put
in place “so as to stop the
spread of infections and
AIDS which are possible
throughcontact with blood ",
he added.

g senior officers of

| the Fl:d:ral Inspectorate

Service (FIS) of the ministry,
he said.
According to Osuji, “the

| veforms have culminated in

the dingnosis of the problems

and challenges focing the |

Tunctional legal frumework,
inadequacies  of  the

aimed at the
FIS towards the attainment
of our goals and vision for
the education sector™,

Osuyi said he was equally
happy about the large wm-
out of FIS officers at  the
event, noting that it signalled

good times ahead for the

sector.

Prosecutor faults Al Musta

bles, while two were
inspectors and one was o
Sergeant.
Three other inspectors
were demoted for alleged
involvement in criminal

cases dropped from 64 to 48,
while theft cases also
declined from 486 1o 394
between 2003 and 2004,

Sixteen assorted fireanms
were recovered  last year, |
Abbas said, commending the |
public for assisting the police
intheir crusade against crime
in the state.

e : As part of measures to
wctivities, be said.
Abbas noted that the boost. welfare, 230
| ust " mn:orcyckn had been
: ki on a loan basis
a drop in armed robbery ey Oy e she ALK
cases 1o 2003,
erest, he added.
Eighty-three  armed e fol s.8

robberies were recorded last
year, as against 96 in 2003,
while 86 armed robbery
suspects cach wete arrested
in 2003 and 2004,

Abbas said although the
command lost five of its men
in encounters with armed
robbers, 94 robbery suspects
were killed during the period
under review.

The number of homicide

P.h“ §

| he National
Population |
| Commission in

| officials to Awe council area

enumerators

Awe LGA

to

Nasarawa State has sent 52

in preparatory to the
cnumeration arca
demarcation ahead of the
2005 census. |

Receiving the officers in |
Awe on  Wednesday, the
Chairman of the local
council, Alhaji Musa Sa'idu,
pledged the co-operation of
the council to ensure the
success of the exercise.

Sa’ulu promised 1o provide
the enumerstors with
sccommodation and  other
nssIslance,

He directed all the
councillors in the area 1o
work with the publicity
commitiee set up for the
enumerntion and head count
for maximum results,

Similarly, the Acting
[rector of the National
Orientation Agency in the
state, Malum Ishaku Abari,
uppealed 1o the people to
offer their maximum - co-
operation for the success of
the enumeration and the
census,

He mude the appeal while
speaking with officials of the
ngency in Lafin  and
described the two-exercises
as orucial to the socio-
mutmucdwcluwmlofllle

Hospitals to pay NSO 000 for
rejecting accident victims — FRSC

rom 1his year, any

hospital that rejects

aceident victims will
ilny a fine of N50,000 to
Federal  Road  Safety
Commission. (FRSC)

Also fines for traffic
offences have been reviewed
upwards with the fine for
under-age drivers topping the
new rates at NS,

The  Delia S:ctul

( :hlcf Lateel Fagbemi
| in the

sccurity breach case
| against Maj, Hamza Al-
Mustapha snd two others, his
described Al-Mustapha's
request  for access o

inspectors and environ. |

mental challenges”.
Although Decree 16 of
1985 provided legal backing

for the operations of the |

inspectorate, “there are
limitations concerning the
imposition of sanctions on
erming sachools, as the decree
did not spell out in clenr
terms criterin for ninning

schools,” he said
Some of the sanctions were
also not responsive to the
b and

M M\alapha Ihc Chief
Security Officer (CSO) 1o
late Gen Sani Abacha, was
on Oct. 21, 2004, arraigned
along with Lt.- Cel,

Vigilante group kills four

robbers

vigilante group in
Bauchi State has
illed four members

of a notorious robbery gang
for terrorising motorists on
the  Bauchi-Azare-Kano
highway,

\Ih afi Mukiar Abbas, the
of Police in

h:nrhmnll:\ in the society,
said the minister, represented
by his Permancnl Seccretary,
Malam Ihrahim Talba.

Osuji suid he had received
information
imspectors lacked busic work
tools

that most |

ii-.ludn State, announced this
10 newsmen in Bauchi while
parading the four dead
robbers on Wednesday.
According to him, “They
were found with militiry and
police uniforms and helmets,
| which they apparently use o
deceive people during their

operations.
“We have set up an
investigation into the source

of the uniforms and how they
were uequired by the
robbers."

The joint vigilante group/
police patral team in the state

d Adeka and one
hekwa Okorie on a |
mo court  charge of

conspiracy and intertion to |
overthrow the eivilian
administration of President
Olusegun Obusanjo,
Al-Mustapha later prayed
the trial judge, Justice Dan
Abutu, 1o order the
prosecution to  make
available to him some
and nal

request

Commander of the FRSC, Mr
Sunny Maku. said in Asaba
Vednesday that any
motorist who assaulis a road
marshal on duty would be
liable 1o a N10,000 fine,
Maku said at a public
enlightenment Torum
organised by the command
that as with other I'ulcl. the
ones on hospitals assault

of marshals w:rc not

iable.

e explained that the fine
on hospitals  became
necessary because of the
incessant cases of rejection
of accident victims.

The offences and the new
fines, the commander said, |
were speed violations;
N3.000, driver’s license
violation; N3,000, caution
sign violation, N3,000,
vehicle license violation,
Nl .

Others are seat belt
\«mlulmn N1,000, fire

including video and audio
recordings of the panel,
which investigated the
alleged offence to enhance

his defonce
Replying yesterday.
Fagbemi said the former
50 already had adequaie
i his fair

hiad also ree
and

gang, he said.

Abbas commended the
vigilante group, led by onc
Albaji Ali Kwarah, “for
assisting 1he police and the
state in the anduous task of
wiging war against men of
the underworkd™

wered four guns . g ¢

g trial, adding that his

ammunition from the application, which, he
described, as  mere

speculation, was “an attempt
to fish for evidence.”

“lt i not the practice o ask
for the list of persons arrested
during investigations unless
you ure able (0 show that the
people will be called as |

| witnesses i the maner,” he

exti
N10,000 aml number plate
violation, N 1,000,

Maku said the new fines
were intended to make
modorists more responsible in
t care for thewr vehicles
and observance of wraffic

rules

He saidd 2004 recanded less
cases of mecidents in the
sector than 2003 and

atiributed the decline to the
enforcement of traffic rules
by road safety officials
Mako gove the assurance
that the commitment of
FRSC officials to their jobs
\u-nld be sustained and
led to motorists to
trafTic mles in order fo

rtducc accidents on' llw*
poads’ 2
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The Prof Exominations of the Cy to

from 12th fo 16th S 2005 Entry availibie at the following Monday 3151 January 2005. The iist of Surveyors entilied to practise in the |

contros: year will bo published by the middio of March 2005 wdid

I Louncil's Secrotanat 2nd lloor Old Fed. Survey Hy 5. Tafawa Halewa Square (Near Follawing the reluctance of some Surveyars lo pay their practice fees as ot 1
Lagas High Court Duiding), | agos. when dus, Council has ordered that

") Councs Abuja Offica: Suite 14 15t Floar, Dlock 3 (AR Block), Lrban Muss ' .
Ruikling, Aread (Banind Open Umvarsty), Ganlo- Abnija I any Surveyor who by 315t May of each yeat s not up to-dale in the payment |

) Ditee of the Suvayor Generalof Ihe Medaration, Mabush -Abua; of practice fees should have fisher name struck off the reqister ol

¥ Offhcos of all Survisyors-Generaln all he States of the Feduration, and Surveyors.,

W Offieof tho Drector of Plirvig and Surveys, Fudur Catal Devekprncnt Authority I any such Surveyor faving lost the right to have his nam on the fegater of
Abug Survayors will cuasa 1o be so recognized and hs/her namc will be pubilichied

Al Professional Examinations and Interviews for Pupil Surveyors sooking tull
reqistration as qualified Surveyors.

Candidales seehing founderge I exitiotion must nave seen enrolled as Pupil
Surveyors by the Council for at least two yoars ad st huve o least wn

T

ey 3 |

Yo’ prschical GXBererce I i1 HpSIovEa offe Surveyors aro enjoined 1o plaass take sieps 10 avoid the emwuas% | |
vonsequences of beng in defau :

innational dailies us having been de-registorcy
i any such Surveyor will have 1o 1o-apply 16 Council Tor regestration which ‘
will nol os sutomat:

Dutly pompieled upp. cation faim and synuosis o frowees ko b micludad in e fofic
e capocied i seoch e Secretanalin | agos. nos atet than Thursday 315t March,
2005. The: cocamination bee of N25 600 = Wark Drafl (drmwn en Cha feesd Bk

Fe LA, Urwn Bark, Nirst bans o Al o) ssogd. + favisur of he SuIveyors : (Sgd,)
LEmanect 6 Nigena st acconipany he compadiad form ana Sipsi o’ projocts SURV. AFOLABI D. SOLESI, fnis
SO0 M (e hee hetaon(s) from et supeny sarin) ! REGISTRAR
4 y ’ s b R
Cithers vz msion fons aw -
Reforencem | a0 NEZD,.000
Raterence in Wrigten Paners %16000
PRINTERS OF REPUTE IN NIGERIA |

Sdbittigs o ol e (M aporoved form. i) contaming apomovoes projouts fo He elleceg A

ek Mo i ly 2005 at Abuia. RTEET] T s
AR Monday JAth Jily 2108 anowekday s July 2003 S Al The printing industry in Nigeria has been providing monumental
Sttt 1up s 0t e &.«.l Ao ol sl piojacts el :’;;‘1 printing designs that projects the creativity of the industry thereby
payment of pract co foey and annual subscripborw kv, of SURCON S ecr o . RhE e 3 . =i .
tespeciively Superysars are warmod nol to erdase orcendidates: projects which J}lsﬂfymg its cﬂiﬂl'ls in I?rrnglng out -.ul.ourlul and be=utiful prints
e it caaeiod wnl et i direct Sapory sion s Lo se altestalian shad antracs for the use of their various class of clients. Indecd, the last four
ounght dequal fation of the canddites and apprapriste sanctivns wil be natilted decades has witnessed their astronomical development at

ugniet such Supervisors 3 x e
improving the nation’s economy.

B Direct Professional Examinaiions lor Survey Technologists seoking to be
upgraded to Pupil Surveyors® Status.
Canwdivkanes are reaued lo subn it o Uie Council's Secretarat tho duly cosnpkesd

In spite of their impacts and contributions to the »conomic

amananon forms el with s nan refundabke cxamination foe of N10 000 00 in development of the country, due to lack of ad ‘quate publicity,
Gartk Drat (chrawriom Chadered Bank Ple | UBA, Union Bank. First Hank or Alroank) the activities of most [‘Il‘fnii.’m are not known to mujority of
tstiey indimonr of 19e Sunveyors Councl ul Nigera, nol latir than Friday 15th July Niger
igerians.
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s e e - | Givingth iable efforts of the players in the i both

N 9 1 : B e
A anu=diry workshop 1o assist Pupil Sutveyoes th hive 8 bstter underssanding of L I!]L' the n?pmcm - clt Ori5.0 _t c pyesy _m T e Sl‘l'}‘ a
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will ke place on Salurray 26th -abruary 2006 The aimrs toenhance the general accessories, etc, and in spite of the harsh economic en ..onment
sfonnanee ol e i e Sl eanng e L o gjubehnes, . § .

skl etmelisrling ¥ under which they operate, there is the need to appraise the

are mvailatie fur sl al Ihe centars and at the Council's Secretana - ; o
. o th8 VWorksh contributions of the industry, X-raying its challenges as well as
e (Lantred for Shop e

I Univorsity of Lagos, | agns publicise their achievements and activities.
»  Unwersty of Ngera, Enugu Campus, Frugn |

[Pk Polbni Kevina Media Trust Limited, the publishers of Daily and Weekly Trust
The Co-ondinatoes for the centors aro Nl <0, . = ;

1 i 190 0.0 Aol | limos) Yo B x e New spa{)t.r!- . p!ans 1o [‘cu:.ure some of the rcpulabl_c and

& Sune (ORI N K Niuawe  (Enuga) * (042) AGGBBS, 0BT 1074k outstanding printing companies, manufacturers and suppliers of’

b Surv WO Ayen (Kadura) 08037041062 - printing machines and accessories in a special project package.

Imerestiod condidates are requestod W erol wili ibe Co ordinatnrs of thew cere The date of puhlic.ulion is Molldly. January 24, 2005. I

ul ety on o betore 143 Fabreany 2006 Ereolmen? fas is N2 000 00 pu aindadate
i Hank Drat arawn on Banks ndicated ancve and n-ade sayabike 1o SURGON For participation and further cnquin'c:i. plomecrntactitie s
Projects Department on any of the following nos:
08037038663, 08042145839, 08023262061, Wﬂl‘m
or 09-6720346, 5235787 extensions 124 or 117.
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Inside Politics

Don’t derail our democracy, PDP told

Traaxt

called for the mlppmg or

Tanuary 1

scrape states independent
. y rt Wi

i From lsa Saumsi, Ilrfnﬁhuwu.l "1 hope the
Commitice on Sporis, Al | Political Reporer | Tuling People’s
Nigeria Peoples Party’s  Tpe ; :‘;ﬂy [.PIJF] will Maw
(ANPP), Senator KantiBello  Katsina North constituency : L
has called on the ruling  also told Dlll)r Trust people mlln:‘; lh;mth-;lh;y
Peanle’s 1 Pat can go tllac;'lile.a" do
(PDP) 10 put its ::lu; :l:-:mkmmm will happon, thy are just
\gether maintaining 4 e are
way the party has been ¢ saying it is a fact smmmmp he
conducting its affuir was not "':'" to go m“::::n M said
be in the good intorest of Lm‘;ﬂm ving. Senmor Kanti Hello also

democracy and the aation,

2007: I am not fronting
for IBB- Marwa insists

he chairman of
Albarka Air Ple,
Arigadier Gencral
Buba Marwa {Rtd), has
refuted la:lmmnm that hc

From Aliys Haruns,
l'ewudﬂf iKaniduna)
Speaking 1o newsmen in

Kaduma, general Marwa ssiid
I|I.ll he could not have

barked on hiy
consultation in vrder to pave
way for the presidential
ambition of the lormer
military President, General
Ibrahim Badamasi
Rabangida (Rtd).

No more
crisis in
ANPP
- Gov. Abba

Frum Codwin T

lly cngaged in
cumu on to sutisly
another person’s political
ambition, il he does not
bebeve m what he is dong.
He said that he had been
moving round the country
for consuliation in onder o
sec aind hear how Nigerians
fech und what they believe in,
adding that the responsibility
10 move the nation it forwand
rests on all of us
Genernl Marwa, who 1
alsu the chairman of the
Mohammed Marwa
Foundation, said thst his
i'uumiunon been

had

Serimper Al
e Govemor of Yobe
State, Bukar Abba
Iheahim has =aid that
the battle of wits amongst the
tops brass of the
All Nigerin Peoples Party
(ANPP) which nearly split it,
had been rosolved with Chiel
Don Ercbet maintaining the
scat of chairman and Gen,
Jeremaih Useni as the vice,
Governor Theahim, who
qm\ic to Daily Trust at
Huotels, venue of the
Anmual Trust Dialogue

He said, “the crizis is
finished, its pone. The last
miceting Pafarawa, Usci and
Mmm who carlier opted
out, decided to come back
:;cau_u we hhav: been

On the proposed National
Dialogue officially namod as
Mational Political Reforms
Conference, Governor Bukar
sand it was horl:r out of
National mterest mnd “not by
myopic interest or people
wha do not wish this country
well”.

HE contended that scross
the globe, people disagroe on
how 1o move or live but in
the long run, they come 1o a
concensus, noling that for

(1]
ln:ny u-mmnmnc- in all
parts of the country with &
vhew o 'lmpnvinslhc Tife of
the less pri

On his [lu1-|l||.11 |l|cu|qu
General Marwa said that

enee hold ws the Natlonal Avsembly Complex. Ao peserday

...as Gwadabe comfirms IBB’s presidential ambition

coordinator of the
1BH campaign for 2007
the North-West zone,

Colonel Lawal Gwadabe {nd)
has said that the ssue of
TR ¢ demti i

whai his ideology stood for
basically i was |
that is people onented.

He commended the

present administration under
the leadership of Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo for
llylng & ﬂllul Foundlation m

was ho more spectlation and
that the General will contest

the 2007
Election, even as ho
revealed that concrete

armangement have already

From Hassan A, Karofl,
Correapanient (Thtve)

organisaion in Dutse, Jigawa
state that & working Matform
T been set up to harmonise
all  the organisations
clamouring for the IHB
presidency in 2007 saying
that the  decision 1o
harmaonise the groups is 10
ensure lnimess, equity and

P -y i the pursait of

and

thinking of Nigeros lowarnds

| productive ideas urging the

people to be more paticnts

been luded for the
success of the 108 Nigeria

Project 2007
He wid
ol

thering of

Just canse,
Colonel Gwadabe declared
that II!E! would run for the

| nnd give the py )

reform time (o succeed.

of the presidential

state T

commissions pointing out
that it's the only way of
checking excesses of gover-
nors during local polls:
“People know that there was
no election in some stalcs.
They know that voles were
allocated not cast. I we wre
sincere about strengthening
democracy | think we have 1o

Member, Wouse Committee an Petrolewm, Non, Kurfl lohag Mriy (Right) and Han. (ke Chlnvo during the Committes Press Confer-
iz Folix Owighinde

probilems, adding that with
his experience the general
will epsuee that the nation had
been taken 1o greater heighis,

He sdmaonished members
of the pro IBB orgamisation
to work in harmony und
ensurc the actuatmation J
vision 2007 project whicl e
assured Nigerians wou i
transform |Ill.‘|l MIC y
economic wellbeing to
more  solidified am
prosperous position.

“All insinuation over
IRR% candidature in now

y to salvage the  over as the Generil is surcly
mumqr from i lispreseni stale  contesting - the 2007
and p presidential election” he

declared.

Constituents endorse Rep for

on Gabriel Suswan

representing

Katsina-Ala, Ukun,
Lopgo Federal Constituency
in the Natiomal Assembly,
has been tipped for Henue
state governorship position
by his constitucnis.

The people of the Federl
Constituency, who are called
Kankara, wha thrnged the
( hllf !mmnnucl Atango

Benue guber race

From Hir Joseph,
convenpondent {Makurdi) -
candidaies for the exalted

position come 2007
Speaking at the occasion,
that was graced by prominent
personalities in the state,
including Govemnor George
Adame and his state excoutive
members, the National
Association of Sankara
Stud (NASAS) extolled

Nigeria, the conference is an | in
m&‘:‘l’m S S Katsina-Ala 1o witness the
The governor was | #wand and lsunching “r_‘
optimistic that with the | N10 million scholarship
i of NASS momib scheme i by Hon
president, the vice president | Suwan for Sankara students,
Iandnmn,ﬁe-‘emgnl' unammously adopied the
| the dialog 14 federal 1 Kt o thais
TS A v

the virtue of the lawmaker,
naming  his  various
contributions 1o the
development and return of
peace in the arca.

“Hon. Suswam contributed
in no small measure in
ensuring the retum of peace

to Sankara after the Tiv-
Jukun crisis by building
bridges of understanding and
harmomous relationship with
the people and government of
Taruba State”, siid SASAS'
National President, Comrade
Justiin Tor D,
8 larly  the
chairmen of the
namely, Hon.  Tsenongo
Abancha of Katsina-Ala,
Hon. Terngu Tyokyas of
Ukun and Hon. Mike
Kondoum of Logo coundil, m
their weloome address al the
oooasion eapresscd
confidence that if given a
bigger capavity including
govemorship position, Hon.
Suswan will still serve well,

three
arca,

B

then have 1o look again ot
INEC™.

The lawmaker also
proposed that an ammen-
dments should be made to the
constitution to make provi-
sion for all those holding
elective offices 1o vacate
their positions two monthy
before another round of
general elections.

The Inauguration of the
project IBB Nigerin in
Jigawa state, according to
i, will signal launching of
ithe North-West campaign
project for the actualization
af the IBB presidency in
2007 in Kaduna, Kane,
Katsina, Lamfara, Sokoto
and Kebbi states,

The inauguration saw the
emergence of Alhaji Danladi
Auyo as the chairman of the
Jigiwn state compaign office
o he Nigena project 2007
while Alhaji Saido Dadubus
emerped Vice chairman with
Alhaji Yusul Gumel became
the Secretary of the promise,

——

Kasduna Siaie €

,"-‘
Rella Kagarka {right), former i




| Insnde Politics |
Joint Account system injects sanity in our conduct LG Chairman

Umar Gwajogwajo is a three-time

Ihaji ¥
Chairman of Maiadua local government in
Kalsiul State, who had to cnlcnd with the

of ANPP's il

the relevant stake holders of
all the local governments

andlllsl‘mmlhulpmlum

generated and the principal
deposit are being shared
according to the stake of the

mecount in any siale based on
proven record of
accountability and prodence

L-ueul. Muhammadu Bubari (rtd) whenever he
contested clections. In this interview with our Katsina

state cor dent, Lawal Ih

im, Alhaji G

explains his consistent clectoral victory against General
buhari’s ANPP and the operation of joint state/local

EOVErnment accounts among

Excerpis:

You have only been
sworn into office by the
governor who disclosed
that there is a sum of N7.3
billion in the state /LGs
Jjoint account , but already
there are ins about

other issues.

all ions from local
governmenis would be fed,
I the local government has
as much moncy as the
proposed project requires,
approval is then given and
the money released. On its
part, the local government

past
administration in the local
government which, even
though have awarded
projects worth over 3 billion
naira, yet they did not leave

the constraints of the joint
account on local
governments. What is your
view on that?

‘Well 1 don’t think there is
any constraint on the local
governmenis on account of
the joint account. | think
there are serious
misconceplions aboul this
joint account thing. The
govemor has already  made
o fuir budgetary provision of
7 hillion naira that will be
expanded  as  direct
imtervention fund between
local governments and the
state government on the very
crucial areas of primary
health care, education,

any ial liability, in
addition to the saving ol over
seven billion nair (7 billion)
in the joint account. This is
in sharp contrast with what
used 10 be the case when
contracts would be awarded
which evidence could not be
sighted anywhere.

Now the permancnt
secretary will not only have
to give you approval but will
also monitor the execution of
the project up to completion.
If our people are really
interested  in  getting
development they should
then be grateful to the
supervising institution for
helping them to dowhat they
are expected 1o do rather

agriculture and provision of  than looking at it as a
electricity (o the rural areas.  constraint.

To be honest with you, | was But some people alleged
a chairman dunns the  that only projects that have
previous di when  po to the need of
weused o receiveallocation  the people are being

direct from  the federation
account but there is no way

execuled under the joint
account at the expense of
projects that are of direct
bencfit to the people.

Nao, this is also another

arc of a flocal P

government joint sccount  because the local government
system. Basically, youcannot  now receive 50% of their
compare a situstion where  allocation, and still enjoy the
things are conducted under  liberty to forward any project

the guidance of a leader that
is a sticker for due process
and who lead by example
through diligent observation
of due process,
accountability and

that is of serious need 1o the
people of their constituency,
You sece, even in the joint
account  ecach  local
government has a seprate
account into which is

what is

‘Alhaji Ya'n Umar Gwajogwajo

local

in the of the

accounts. Infiact, given the
strict  measures  being
employed in Katsina, our joint
account system differs with
that of other states because in
other states the povernor will
Just take away the money and
do as he pleases in contrast to
blained here. You

local government resources.
To what weuld you
attribute your and PDP's
electorate success in local
government  elections
despite lhl immense

team wp an join hands
together (o salvage and
improve the well being of our
people, since we are all
brothers and sisters and our
common aim is o develop
our locality.

There is no amenity in our
midst,

Wmmmﬂn.

of the

pmhlntl-l

ANPP,

to prioritise during this
current  mandate as
of Maiadua local

recorded
achicvements in the arcas off
education, water supply and
health care. Our major
challenge now is 1o complete
the construction of general
hospital in Mai'adua and try
o see that we equip it with
necessary  drugs  and
medicines. We will also iry 1o
see that we have impacted
positively on infrastructural
development. And being an
arca that is wholly agrarian,
we are going to focus
substantial part of our
atiention to animal reanng as
well as irmigation activities.
For this, we have made
adequate provision, Insha
Allah.

At the swearing in,
governor *Yar'adua
warned the chairmen
against misappropristion
and even directed the
inspectorate to deal with

any local government

monitors the executions of  see, any time there is a plan G 1 Muh d
the project to ensure that the  for a join project, the Bubari (rtd) who is the son
funds are ded for the y will call  of the area?
purpose they are intended  us and inform us and we are Well, it is normal in politics
for. !’mh:pui&ruwu &npenphuve:nllyﬂom
As for the i until & ion camp to have
that interest is accruing from 1 think that is why the Mny General Buhari as

the joint sceounts, | would
not disagree with that

“Now the permanemsecrefary will not only
have to give you approval but will also
monitor the execution of the project up to
completion. If our people are really
interested in getting development they
should then be grateful to the supervising
institution for helping them to do what they

are expected to do rather than looking at it

as a constraint.”

ransparency 1o a situation
where you were allowed to
do what vou like, when and
as you like, For instance, just
consider: ghe times of

credited its  statutory
percentage afler every
allocation  after  due
consultation with and the

eepproval and’ consent of all

because there is no way you
can keep that much money
in the bank without

National Union of Local
Government  Employees
(NULGE) honoured the state
with the award of the best
operating local government
joint account system in the
country.

But the federal
government insists that the
system s illegal and not in
conformity with what the
states are clamouring. Now
should it be abolished what
method  would  you
recommend to check the

issue of mismanagement by
some chairmen?
I think the federal

government should first of all
iry o get to the grassroots and
seck their opinions on the
meerit or demerit of the system
Perhaps, it may not be unwise
to empower the National

Interest. But both the interest

A Hly to step in 4n

achder, we have tremendous
respect for him. You know it
is natural for a politician 1o
have arcas of strength and
support just like we b
from our people here. | taal
by and large, il is just a
question of performanc = " ou
see, once you peiform
ereditably, people will
maturally go with you any
day. Let me tell you
something, the politics of
Mai*adua local government
differs from other arcas
because  our  people
nppreciate our closencss 1o
them and the achievements
we have been able 1o cause
in the local government

I believe, they always use
our performance as the basis
of their decision 1o re-clect
us again  and again.
Moreover, onece u

legislone i of the joint

[ s formed we all

h questi ~n of utilisation of
the resanrces  in every
practic o torms. | must tefl
you the lesson of the
joir wcount has brought
e Yl of sanity in our
" i wi. The problems are
w3 |y from politicians who
vie with their personal
= sblems and insist that these
problems must be solved for
them. | however, support any
appropriate disciplinary
measure o be taken against
any crring chairman.
Interestingly, most of the
people sworm-in as chairman
are not new as they have been
there two or even three times
before, So they are very much
conversant with the situation
and | think they will try 1o
justify the confidence
reposed on them by the
electorate and governor
Yar'adua for operating a
transparcnt  state/local
government joint account
which ensures that local
povernments in Katsina state
remain solvent at all time:



omanian soccer by

welcomed the trany

fer of ex-Chelsen
striker Adrian Mutu to Seric
A leaders Juventus since it
weill boost the nutional team’s
prospects in their World Cup
qualificrs later this year.

“I"'m very glad for Mutu
He is valuable 1o world soe-
wer and he will stay that way,”™
Duimitra Deagomir, the head
of the Romarian Professional
League and vice-prosident of
ihe Romanian soccer federa-
thon fold Reuters on Thurs-
day.

Juventus announced on
Wednesday that Mutu
sacked by the west London
Premicr Lesgue club in Octo-
ber after lesting positive fir
cocuing — has signed 1 five-
Year contract.

The 26-year-old is serv-
ng a seven-month worldwide
by bust will be sble to play in
the last two rousds of Serie A
maiches for the Turin-based
club when his

ends on May 18

Dragomir said Mutu
could successfully play in the
rode now peoupicd by lly
forward Alessandro Del
Piero: “le cnn play better an
thie el side,™ Dvogoomiv said
“F bet Mutu is going to be the
Italian champicnship rovela-
tion {later ) this year,”

Romanian commentaton
also hailed Mutu’s transfor,
saying the move will benefin
the rathonal tenm, which has
important World Cup group
une qualifying matches 1o
pluy this year,

Romania, second in
Ciroup One level on 10 points
with the Netherlands but hay-
ing played o game more, host
the Buich on March 26 and
then vl 1o Macedenia four
days lnter.

The suspended Mutu
cannot play in those games
but will be eligible 1o retum
to the: squad For their visit to
the Nc!hulmd; on June 4

Robinho msnsts he sta

and R

S[_)rts
Romania hails Mutu’s transfer to Juventus

Wit gamies in the
o reach the ‘LIM [mnh m
Crermuany.

“Mutu s a must for the
national leamn,” sports daily
Pro Sport's Sonn Dumitrescu
told Rewters. “Training in
Taly might help hien get in the
best shape 1o help the squad
win the tough games that lie
abead™

The armival of Mutu sl
Juvenius, who lead Serie A by
lour pomts from champecns
AC Milan, reinforces an m-
inck already bristling with
intermationals, including
David Trezeguet, Alessindro
Del Piero and Zlatan
Ibrabimovic,

Mutu played for 3-172
seasans in Maly's top Might
wlber joining Inter Milan from
Erinmmer Buchrest in Jamuary
2000, He went on 1o play for
Verona and Parma.

His exploits brought him
to the attention of Chelsca,
wha bought him for 15.8 mil-
Inmpumdu(m 79 millina)

ying yat Santos

vzil’s 20-ycar-old for vty wom the Brailian cham-
ward Robinho has re Rnhmhn *WM? plonship twice with Santos . |
peatod that be is stay-  skilfls make him one of Bruil's wh&mmwﬁ_ - - mﬁtmatchl
ing at Santos for the time be- chchmpluyui.hutl wdhmgmﬂm msmmmﬁ-ﬁrmm |
iagnqdum:luuvin;mltul M la d
“-wezo . Mourinho stirs up consplracy 1e0ry -
ke vt sty in Barcel
told reporters. *1 want to stay . b mlh M - whoer side Wit “You only h in ona |
e s SATE stakes for the sccond mb, Ferguson's side.  the referce’s performance in Msmm hadt for Hope™
ing 10 know about it leg, of the League Cup semi “We saw one referee in  the first half and the sccond  a finst-half effort disallowed bencfit match 10 help |
@ Speculation began overa  final with a thinly disgoised  the first half and one referce  hall, maybe one day when ' for offside. victims of the Asmml
poshible - meve  after on Manchester in the second ball. We saw  G0and'vebeeninthislagoe  Wayne Rooncy, back af- | 1sunami will be played a1
Robinho’s mother spent six | manager Alex Fergusonafier  dozens and dogens of free  for 20 yoars and | know ev-  fer a three-match s Now Camp sa-
weeks in captivity after being e teams drow 0-O inthe fird  kicks in the second half. It crybody and re-  had United's best chances in | dim oo February 15, FIFA
kwmu,ﬂ_ k‘llsuufodnndg:w was foul and then dive, foul spmue I will have this  the first half, while the visi- 3 UEFA said ma joint state- |
and dive and only two min- tors had two penalty cluims  ment on Thursday. |
.au fnrm« Santos conch Without naming him di-  uies added on.” lhcnl werealsoacomsed  tumed dawn, Soceers world and Furo- |
Vanderict ok | rectly, A o intimated Asked what exacily he of having too much contact Despite failing o copital.  pean poverning badics waid |
over mt Rc-l and it way  the United had  was g. the Portu- hofficinlsby former — isc on home advantage,  that one side would be lod "J‘|
thought logical that he would  somehow influenced referce guese coach added: “What  Tottenham Hotspur manager  Mourinho ssid be was stitl | World  Player 2004
try o take Robinho with him. | Neale Rarry by walking down P'msuggesting is that the ref-  Jaoques Saatini in a league  confident Chalsea can stay Ronaldinho, the other by Eu-
“The move was good for | the tunncl with him at hall-  cree didn’t walk alone 10 the mutch last Seplember. ‘on course for their find sitver-  Topean Foorballer of the Year
Vanderlci and I'm very bappy ~ time. dressing room ut halfime, he League leaders Chelsea  ware in bis reign by reaching 2004 Andniy Shevehenko,
for him,” said Robinho. “Hut “What | thought, what | should walk with the fourth baticred sway at United s the Leagoe Cup final in  with the other pluyers in-
1 want 1o help Santos in the | saw, what | heard at halftime g fficial or the i but final, with  Cardiff on February 27. volved 1o be mamed in due
Libertadores Cup (the South | was important for me 1o un- thm wn samebody else Hﬂl.lnpmludlucub “It’s 50-50, he said. cowse.
lent of the  de d i few things,” said stitute Jiri Janmik hoth hav-  “They got ihe rovall they The Heazilien's team will

Milan ease

€ Milan moved
smoothly into the
quarter-finals of the

tealian Cup witha 2-0 win over
Palermo at the San Sim sta-
divm on Wednesday,

A first-hall goal by
midfielder Cristian Hrocchi
wnd a late Jon Dahl Tomasson
penally ensured Milan sd-
vunood with a 4-1 aggregate
viclory

Milan were jomned in the
last eight by city rivals foler,
whe advanced courtesy of 2
hat-trick by Obafemi Mitins
Fiorenting and Sampdoria

Milan took the lesd in the
16 mamte, when a dipping
drive by Brocchi bounced
over diving goalkeeper Nicoln
Santoni

Milan's doininaice giew

after the break and they
scaled the result in the TTth
minute, when Christian
Terlizzi tripped Tomasson in
the box 10 give away a pen-
nlty, which the Danish inter
national culmily shottod home.

Milan will face the winner
of Thursday’s tie between
Lecoe and Udinese

In the earficr matches on
Wednesday, Martins scored
three second half goals as
Inter heat Bologna 3-1 1o scal
0 -2 win on aggregate

lonatn Hinotto pul Fo-
bogtuns mhend st the stin of the
sccond hall. Manting, how-
ever, equalised 10 minutes
later when he fired home 4
rebound from a Alvaro
lhth Ihhlh the

post.

The 20-year-oid sealed
victory when be ran oo 1o 2
Drejan Sunkovie pass and
tckerl the ball past the keoper
in the K2nd minute before he
conpetcd lus fsi-tnck tiwee

minutes later when be jinked |

past Palem into finals

jpast his marker and firedianio
the net.

Inter will face the winnes
of Thursday’s tic botween
Atalanta and Juvents in the
quarter-finals. Atalants hobd
24 fond after the fira leg.

Frorenting brusheod sside
Panma 3-0 with gouls fiom
Enirico Fanting, Enso Marcscs
and Christian Ma,
complete s 5-0 aggregate win
The six times wimsers mmeet
the winner of Thursday's tie
between Siena and AS Roma

The lost remumining nos-
Sene A wide in the draw,

o o

Tonno, slipped out of the |
1 win |

competition. Their
over Sampdoria was nol
enough o reverse 5 2-0 de-
St i e [ b

Pagu

Netherlands
to play
Englandin -
anti-racism
kit

against England (0 support

Thierry Honry s macism initis-
tive called Stand Up' Speak
Up.

A Nike spolesimun jold
Reuters they will sport s shin
with black and winte halves | «
phus black shoets and white |
rocks

It il e o0 gesture:
by the Dutch FA (KNVB) 10
back France and Arsenal
sarikes Henry s imitistive sup-
ported by Ruud van
Nistelrooy, Ronaldinho,
Roberto Carles snd Adriano.

England bost the Nether
hunncks ier m Vil Park friendly
on February 9 before the
leams meel again i

in 2006

Tsunami

wanted tonight and | give
them credit for that. [f we go
there and defend a5 well 25
they did tonight, albeit with s
bit of luck, 1 will be very

“The resull wasnt fair
tovight, but | sceept it, be-
cawse that s foothall, ™

nami tragedy,” said FIFA
Peadcn Sopp ihkaicc

bae josmthy-conched by Brazil's | »
World Cuap winning-coach
Carlos Alberto Parreirs and
Dutch coach Frank Rijkanrd |
while Juventus  boss
Marcello Lipgi snd Arsenal's
French mamager Arsene
Wenper will take charge of
ithe Ukorminias striker s line-
up

All proceeds from the
match will be donared o the
FIFAJAFC Taunani Solidur
ity Fund, which has been st
up pointly by FIFA amd the
Asian Football Confedera
views (AFC') -

“hudt like the rest of the
macrmationad comananity, ihe
workdwide fuetball family (s
detcrmumed 1o do overvthiog
[prossibile s belp the individu-
alx and loothall associations |
that have been so severely
affected by the terrible tsu- | =~

!
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Is Benin ready to h

i Satuircay, ihe small
West Afncan nation
of Benin stages the

Afncan Youth Chanponship
Vo the ey first time

The hosts welcome seven
other countries - Angola,
Egypt, the Ivory Coast,

Benin
Iviery Coast
WNigenis
Madi

Waroup B
Angola
Tt
I «mln:

Lesotho, Nigeria, Mall and
Morocoo = 1o thewr suall na-
tiom flor tye ungder-20 Lourma-
ment.

Yet as the competition
looms, Beninois officials are
waorried that advense public-
ity surrounding the poor
preparation of the finals may
dummpen both loca] fans” en-
thusiosm and their willing-
ness fo attend games.

The fourteen edition of
the competition will inly be
staged in the capital Cotpriou
after plans to - play some
games n Porto Novo were
dropped becaise of a lack of
funds,

In addition o the lad-
equute fimding, the poor gual-
iy ol the pitches ks alio said
10 b griving Toothall authori-
wes aleepless nights

And with the fortmight-
long tournament just days
away, it is unchear whether the
changing rooms of the main

Friendship Stadium will be
realy Jor use.
Devpite ull the pmbk'ma

we'll add the finishing

ost Afrgsﬁﬂ Sy

ouches very shonly - and
this will be well in advance of
Saturday,” Cinacadia, the Min-
Inter of the Fnviranmend, iohd
HBC Sport

Adins Houde, the Mims-
ter of Sports, unged uothall
enthusiasts to come out in
their numlun .md suppart
the

thene the competition gets wy-
derwiy on Saturduy. when
Benin eniertain Nigera and
Mali take on the Tvory Coast
m Cimoup A

Mot are waiting (o seo
what will happen given ull the
uncertainties that have
murred the preparutions of the

Last w.‘w.'kmd he chair-
man uf the H:ul argatiising

the twy
oversecing spons fﬁu“ucl in
Hemin, Valentin Aditi Howde
and Lue Gnacadjn, nre io up-
beat mood.

“We are confident that

Jordaan to head 2010 World

otifft ATrcs is propared
o let Danny Jordaan
head - the 2010 World
Cup Local Drgmsing Com-
envittee (LOC) o line with the
wish of Fifu president Sepp
il
South African Foothall
Association (Safa) president
Maleli Oliphant said on
Thursday that Jordaan ix -
most cerminly going w be

Cup c’ttee

appointed chiel executive of
the ZOT0LOC

Bl the head of
football’s world governing
body who is visiting South
Alricn, sabd on Wednesday
that he believed the LOC
should be chhired by lrvin

e,

Martins grabs
hat-trick for Inter

‘igerian striker Obaf-
b Mattines soofed
superb hat-trick as

Inter Milan resched the guar-
tev-fimals af the fallan Cup on
Wednesday.

The 20-year-old sconed all
Inter's goals i the scoond
Bl ool thesr 31 victory ot ol
ogna.
Uning his blistering pace
to serious effect, Martins

Foutballer of the Yeur, un
award which was won by Ni-
gerinn captain doy-lay Oko-
cha.

The win pecured 4 0+2 ag-
gregate score for Inter, who
were 4 goal down al hulf-time
after Jonathan Binotio lhad
selzed on an error in the liter
defence.

Tnter will pow play the
winnens of Thursday's thind
rownd tie bet Serie A

Khosg and Oliphant shouhi
remain at the helm of Safa,
Blatter alvo said that
Jordman, who npearheaded
Stk Afriea’s suceesaful bisd
10 host the 2000 World Cup,
should be brovght in s chiel
executive of the LOC.
Speaking ot u press brici-
brage, Oliphueat sasbid: =1 stied that

we would ot Mr Blatter's |
suggestion 1o the Sall execn- |

tive and afler discotsion on
the matier it wis accepted.”

Cslo-
el dellm.\mmpm woni
on national television last
weckend 10 say that Benin
i rsudy, but he admitted o
wishing for more cash o
COVET VRS expenses.

But ot everybody In
Henin believes that every-

Omne problem: is that the
phich at the Rene Pleven Sta-
dium, the tournament's see.
ond venue, is awash with
weeds that re-sutface just
hours afier they ve been re-
ewved,

Thiere also seems o be o
lsck of emthusiasm and pub-
lic excilement - which i in di-
rect Cuntrast W this Ume laa

wv,

January 14, 2004

outh?

year when Benin's national
vesten, the Squirrehs, mad their
Alrican Cup of Nathons de-
bt in Tunisia,

Furthermene, bidget con-
struints have forced the local
afganizing commiltee 1o post
only » few bills and posters
ot crossronds in the centre of
Clderont,

Some mukeshift banners
are  visible at varous
roundabouts, il critics sy
this is ot the proper way. for
@ huost country. Lo publicise
the tommament

Nonethieless, locals are
hoping that by the time the
tourament ends with the fi-
nal on 29 Junuary, African
Tomball fans will remember
Phomin 2008 ms 3 gread suscoss,
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The ¥
Eilatter’s suggestions means
flipsherst will stannd o re-elec-
oo o Sali president instead
of stepping aside later this
vear us he hod mdicoted be
would,

Blavter sakil he was (-
Tighted with the decivion

“These are the three men
who helped bring the Wrld
Cup o South Africa,

“U b imponant that we
have continuity,” the Fifn
boss said.

Jordaan - currently chiel

ol |

The Trustees are
1. K )

¥, IBRGAL GED)

INSON NNAMD)

2 RZEM PATRIUIA AKUOMA
ONYEBUCHI
Any objection to the reginimtion should be forwarded wo the Registnu- General Corporate Affain
Commission, Wase Zone 5. P 198 Garks Abaga within 2% days of this publication
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wndder Part C of the Companies and Allled Matiers At ol 1990,
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MISSING DOCUMENT
“Thix is to inform the general public expecially Ministry of Federal Capital Territory of the

tive off Safi -

uuln ~lipped on the mutter.
“My opinion 5 irrel-
evan,” he said.
“You have heard from the

siruck twice from close rmnge L
Sartimihindiag oh Bk leaders Juvenius and Atal
mg with a stumning drive that
e intor the top ofthe
netL.

The youngster recently The winners of the com-
wame thind ina public poll 0 petition am rewarded with &
select the 2004 BBC Africun  place in the LEFA Cup.

Fifpresid have heard
from the Safy president hind
you have Imlrd l'mm the
chalrmun of

Kotoko sack coach Schmldt

hana’s beaten Con
federation Cup final
ists Asante Kotoko
have dismissed their Germun
coach Hans Dicter Schimids.

Kotoko chiel executive
Major Yaw Laren fold BRC
Spart that Schimidt had been
fired fuor insubordination

"It assesament of this
gentbeman, the management
decided thal he had breached
a number of clanses wn his
contruet and we therelore
deeided to relieve him of his
contract,” Larsen said.

“For example, he blatuntly
refused 1o ke instructions
for me on many occasion

“He tried to kick agminst
them, wlth:h Wi Mecept.
ublouad i1y pis contragg b wisy
inot suppoded o do thatd o

Larsen suud that I&nmkn‘.

penalty shoot-out defeat
againgt local rivals Heans of
Ok in Sunday’s Confeders-
Tiom Cugs final wak ot the rea-
som for Schmide’s dismissal

“The decision s i no
way relied to the mutch,” the
chielexcoutive explaimed

“The decision wits mong
af less conked belore then,
although the maich might
have accelernied the depar-
ture.™

Kotk st B-7 om penal-
ties after the two-legized tie

Loss ol § Right of €
Matres,

Ciarki, Aluija

y No. FCTIABUMISC

SHAZSK Limited on Plot No 67 within Kukwaba Distric: mensuring 5,61 3. 16 Squire

I found please retum o Upper Chambers Law Firm, Saite 12 Batalya Plaza, Arvea 11,

Signed
Shehu D, Obaike Esq.
(8033175375

19348 gramed in favour of | |

LOSS OF CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
This is to inform the general public and the Ministry of the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja of the loss of Original Certificate
of Occupancy No. FCT/ABU/KN 741 dated 14th December 1983
issued in favour of Alhagi Shuaibu Ahmadu Barma and all efforts ||
1o locate it has proved unsucessful. )
Signed:
ALHAJI SHUAIBU AHMADU BARMA

ALIVE, o wish i b brown end i |
vatvrat mrlnlry -\r-m irtermatismal | smitead (Mersiot Ihabers| amd pesesal .-.u-: o ke

Tod endod 2-2 on
Belore the game, Schmud
R hodkted thdt Heafis
needed i “miirscle” to wirl the
mabiden Confed Cup.
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Ogunjobi’s woes not yet over

mmn Minister, Musa
hammed, whns:
reforms nplri’.cd n

® Minister to present ﬁ‘esh evtdence

llllﬂs a

sgerta football, may -uh:uu
dn:umcnlcd evi dtncc Senior Sports Reporter
against the sacked but T

temporary recalled NFA
management  stafl  on
Monday to the three-man
[::uel set up by the NFA

ard to invesiigate uII:A
the

|gations  against

ig Chief Taiwo Oim
led management, w

cum-uily enloyi reprieve
‘sequel TFA's
mlmentmn, is alleged to
Thave exlnlsnlcd financial
i hlrlﬂ_lng of
—| various nu 10 the tune
s
T n alleged to have soiled its
ds in Ihc adld.nn dul
el

! | sponsors of the national kun

Impeccable  sources

| hinted that the Ogunjobi-led
management hﬁtﬂnﬂu

—

-_—

{nccount for funds raised
(within the domestic scene
including Globacom, Co-
cacola, dividends from
{investments as well as CAF |

Py

* minister for

T 44
‘rescinding decision

he NFA board has

lauded the Sports

Minister, Musa Mo-
hammed, for puttin 'h-.-
interest of Nigeria a

nal ego.

The minister had back
peddied in the termination of
the services of the NFA
management following a
Tetter from FIFA that the sack,
though justified, was not
done through the right
channel.

Consequently, the mi-
nister had penultimate

Thursday extended reprieve
1o the sncked management
pending the determination of
the three-man pancl set up
b{ the NFA to investigate the
legations leveled agninst it.
e rmlll!l:rl m
surprise; he
hon much he valued duc
| process and is willing to work
with the NFA to effect
necessary changes to the
{advancement of Nigeria
| football.
“He showed to everyone,

B and proceeds from
other international en-

ngos MRS has been

tipped to win the

General Hassan Cup
in the on-going Vmobile/
Niger Delta Polo tourney.
The polo club was
thrown into some form of
frenzy jubilation on
Wednesday as Lagos
MRS, one of the teams
vying for honours in the
prestigious Genera

the review
brll:bmldlomulm
the Yabilsu

“This latter wits said

to have been “even more

one

" a‘mnhmu deci-

sion by the board to ubpn
nul_uduﬂpl

against l'?aun' i nnd his

before mhmm

WM
Late Mark Aku had
miulm!. similar rErIlllIIh
which though was tincted,

mlﬁi a lot of Ine:upl

meuun: up o
the reqmmd administrative
mark wore eventually given
the job.

Hameed Shakimi, left, af Ibadan Challenge in ball possession -M'SMM M.Kmqf
Katsina Kangivwa at the ongoing VMaobile/Niger Delta Polo To Port

VMobile/Niger Delta Polo:
Ibadan Challenge -

lifts Governor’s Cup

r. Femi Awolaja-led
Ibadan Challenge
has won Governor
Peter 0d||| (‘up in the on-

that although they planned
o win the Cup, their team
work and understanding of
one another on thc field of

going V Miger Delta
Polo fiesta with the
walloping of Katsina
Kangiwa by 5 goals to 1,
while the latter secures the
runner-up position, having
beat PH Ggamac with 5 goals
to 27 in the last match for
the C

To emerge tops, the
Oluyole big boys, which
comprised of Saidu Umar +
3, Bola Adeyemi -1, Ahmadu
Umar 0, aned Dr. Feni Awolaja
+ | as Captain, carlier in the
opening match for the Cup
beat PH Ggamac 7 goals to 5
to proof their readiness to
make nmince of any team that
come their way in the

Ggamac's 5§ loss
to Ibadan Challenge’s 7
gouls and their 2* goals loss
to Katsina Kangiwn's § made
the team to lose out in the
keenly contested
tournament, With this
victory, the Dluyole big boys
seem 1o be sending signal lo
other teams willing to visit
Ibadan for the Vmobile/
Ihadan Challenge coming up
Iater in thie month, to beware,

Saidu Umar, who spoke
on behalf of the team, noted

play ibuted to their
victory. “We have the
cournge, we have the
quality, we have players, and
we have the horses to make |
us win®, Saidu enthused. |
‘I.‘Il: Maiduguri-based |
Yola ABTI also Jooks good |
to lift Gieneral T.Y. Danjuma |
Cup in the tournament, |
having won two of their
miatches, In their first match
against Bauchi Marshpearl,
Yola ABTI proved their
mettle when they defeated
the former by 6° goals to 3
They also beat PH Crushed
Rock by 3" goals o 3 in their
second maich. The opening
match for the Cup saw PH |
Crushed Rock tying with PH |
Le Meridien with 4 goals |
apiece, but the forth match
between PH Le Meridien and
Bauchi Marshpearl ended
3" goals to 3 in favour of
the former. Also, in the fifth
mateh for the Cup, PH
Crushed Rock pulled the
wool of( Bauchi Mar-
shpearl’s eye when they
defeated them by 3° goals

to 3. With these results, the |

const seems clear for Yola
ARBTI to lift the Cup as the
final match between them
and PH Le Meridien is a
mere formality.

Lagos MRS tip to

Hassan Katsina (‘up in
the ongoing Vombile-
sponsored Niger Delta
olo tournament, turned
hc tnble againsi the
%! hly favoured Lagos
b:rl Raiders.
Ashhert

opened the lco
through its pat
Albert Esiri, but 1all:r

succumbed to the firing

power of Sayyu-led side
and lost the match by 2
goals to 4,

Lagos MRS showed
their resolve to carry the
dly when Sayyu Dantata,
the teams engine room
displayed ood
hurlemlnlbijl by ,:IZIEH
the midfield an

terrorizing their

Splinter group nulllﬁes Galadlma s meetin

opponents until it caved
in few m,l‘nnes ;‘nto the
opening chukka throu
ffn Ilon: his hrmﬁ:r.

Madugu Dantata

The match which was
tightly fought saw star
player, Hamisu Buba
cqullluns for the Ashbert
side, But on return for the
third chukka, the MRS,

wlm may have doubted his the NFA ¢ held ergen i those excluded from the their mecti
Jnlg:‘}mfnvlhu Nigeria A::‘:ru:m unf.}ﬂﬁff"f ,: ":,'_.‘ "Eh” y .,:‘::":ﬁ mrrlmg said II\n! Ilmjm' Ka' ﬂ'c.r\vhn was l“\;l;.e
is aver e any one's i the board,
Ihund :Lcrr.:l He.hl,l done mmuei'hﬁ::é,:}:‘.:i:, g:;:ﬁ;i nn;h;:ﬂl}::zn:.ook dccr:c 101 and the new He told the News Agency
| this by deciding to allow the | declared ysmeeting  Thomeeling excludedall S0 .ppmml by the NFA  Of Nigeria (NAN), yesterday
assume its functions i0 | which reinstated Chief 13 i i3 n Port Harcourt. in Abuja that FIFA's leticr
ey A FFAisgs |Tioogmowiovge. aad B e con, T
| such matters”, umi ) oy h LA sermed, ve nol mﬂ“m L s
the spokesman for the board | ¢ :'::E';:n:ﬁkﬁ;?cbmyhﬁ: :‘:j;f:wﬁl;:ﬁm‘:hbolw, r'c :equircmcnu of either the decision on the sack of
!snd. yesterday, chatinan, im Ga-adime, But K,l'lvt‘whuuméo{ decree or the new statue in  OBunjobl was silent on
“We should read between
Robson keen to keep Kanu | jpimws
the letter \;’ll\ just to get ti:;
Bi manager  Robson reportedly ready hamstring minister of 10 resgi
g:ylnml'l“nhnn has  the 28-year-old. ow w dnw:dndzl:: u% Sk kns shiown his decision on perceived
dismissed reports Fut Robson said: “1s Kanu ﬂ-., a lot of strength in his game interference in  soccer
that he wans to offlond Nigerian — going No Al e Thelastthng youncodio  whith 1 Qe hick he bt :
striker Kami. strikers ane part of the squadand  have is a problem Ameoal. The cne’ that be intend 1o hold our
joined the Baggieson e need themall.” because if you don't scare mmmmhh ““"“-“3 on Wednesday in
anun;:u-ﬁunamuun Ilnhmbdiwl:ﬂh:m& goals, you wl‘.‘.m up for the I-lwmdln“um\mlhe
surnmer but has only scored two indepth in his forward  which isexactly we “H ir player and
goals. Iiul#ht'uhkwpﬂwdahin 0.do.” e A2 bin Dl e 'Ommehmwgi
A afth m"l of I{ oy mewﬁ:d: abit hhllu.\ld way he i'::uel discussed  last
Ko gt bt vi nd Gooff oribed i _in Giring o by oo _besaphysclbasle | iy 3 B¢ Ve

win Gen. Hassan Cu

plnymg Ill:e lum
fiise

winnin Iurc
throu I\stht d‘ef:nnw

wall of Raiders and slot
in a goal to the
admiration of polo fans
who turned oult in their
hundreds to watch the
encounter

The story was the
same in ﬁt fourth
chukka as Sayyu

Dantata once again
:Inyud his way into the

of his numerous fans
through his solo effort,
which brought the tally to
four against two for the
Ashbert team that has

Jamilu Mohammed
for the side.

In the other matches
also decided today, Pori-

Harcourt Le Meridien

;‘uw;‘mcdl - Bl;ﬁ!i
arshpear 172 {
Whlfi:)uuﬁwﬂﬂml.

In the encounter involviny
Katsina Kangiwa an
Ibadan Challenge, the
Oluyele bays carried the
day by beating the desert
team by 5-1
Lagos Agad patroned
by Adamu Yaro was also at
Im bul in the match
bﬂ mlmm\'uh
defeated PH Crushed
Ru* by 31/2 goals to 3.

The week Iom en-
counter enters i %‘h

day today and \
rounded off ﬁ -

-—
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