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• "Introvert later
Is it possible?
Find out from LesBrown at the MTN Innovation Day

House ofReps member Hajiya Kbadijat Bukar Abba Ibrahim at the presentation of crash
helmets by MTN to motq.rcyclists inAbuja yesterday. Photo: Afolabi Sotunde

sioners of police, AIGs and
DIGs which began yester­
day and is scheduled to last
till tomorrow.

He blamed senior police
officers for their laxity in for­
warding intelligence reports

Cont;on Pg. 5

From Isa Umar Gusau &
Mustapha Isah Kwaru,

MaiduguriSome of the crises that
took place in the coun­
try in recent months

could have been averted if
not for some lapses in the
Nigeria Police Force, its In­
spector General Mike Okiro
said inMaiduguri yesterday.

Okiro spoke at the open­
ing of the monthly confer­
ence with senior police of­
ficers comprising comrnis-

Okiro blames police
for recent crises

e ruling Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) slammed
ts door shut against former Vice President Atiku
Abubakar yesterday, describing him as a "hopeless,

drowning and unreliable politician."
The PDP's unusually hard knock on one of its founding

fathers and Action Congress (AC) presidential candidate
in April 2007 general elections came in reaction to media
reports credited to Atiku yesterday, inwhich he castigated
President Umaru Musa Yar'adua and the PDP.

The party's statement in Abuja, signed by its National
Publicity Secretary Prof. Rufai Ahmed Alkali said PDP can
no longer tolerate verbal assaults from the former Vice Presi­
dent.

The statement said. "The attention of the Peoples Demo­
cratic Party (PDP) has been drawn 10 the tatement cred­
ited to the former Vice President, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar
and widely published inNigerian newspapers of April 6th
2009, in which he made uncomplimentary remarks against

Cont. on Pg. 5
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fullyprepared toclear thearea
of suchelements.
Healso confirmedthearres'

of two suspectedoil thiev
at Alepo area of Effurun
Delta State. He said i
recoveredfrom them~" d
pumping machiney c
wooden boats contau,
substances suspected to -
diesel{AGO)andone33,00
litre tankerwith registratic
numberAR 720PHC.(NAN)

Themediacoordinatorsaid
the task forcewouldnot fold
itsarms andallowthis kindof
sabotage to continue. He
warned that the JTF should
notbe blamedfor any action
againstsuch 'criminals" who
wanttodestabilisetheregion.
Abubakarsaidit wouldno

longer be business as usual
for the militants and their
collaborators in the region
because the task force was

UNIBEN Council
sacks Acting VC

,-------.-. From vil1cent,_Egunyanga in Be'-nt:--'n-'"'"-=-~"=

Tie crisis the tll1i~ers~h~~~~~i~~~er ffi~
$acked

~-------:-:---- ---

Daily Trust Tuesday, April 7, 2009

at 1.30a.m.on Sunday."The thwarting government's
DAEWOOhouseboatwasin efforts to developthe Niger
Igbomotoruto lay pipelines Deltaarea.
belonging to the Italian oil "The JTF will pursue and
company,AGIPNigeriaLtd, arrest those responsible for
when it was attacked and . this attack on the facilities.
destroyedby somesuspected Thereis nobasis for this and
militants,"he said Abubakar similar aggression against
said in spite of the amnesty such facilities or any other
promised by the Federal economic facilities for that
Govemment,somemiscreants matter, because relevant
were bent on creating agencies are addressing the
unnecessary tensionaimedat problemsofthearea," hesaid

peace in the state.
Jang later paid the new

Gbong Gwom homage and
reiteratedhis respect for the
traditional institution, even
as he commended the
traditional king makers for
selectingBuba immediately
after the demise of the late
Da. Victor Pam, the late

Gwom

general".
He appealed to all to

surrender to thewill of God
and ensure peaceful co­
existence in Plateau State
and further urged the
government to be resolute
in its effort of restoring

T:e Joint militaryTask
Force (JTF) yesterday
confirmedthatmilitants

attacked a house boat
belonging to DAEWOO
NigeriaLtd. at Igbomotoru,
Southern Ijaw Local
GovernmentofBayelsa.Col.
Rabe Abubakar,Coordinator,
MediaCampaignCentreofthe
task force, told newsmenin
Warri, Delta State, that the
militantscarriedouttheattack

c·_····_·············_··········_····__·······_···_-_·-"'-'-"'_-_'-j
iFrom AndrewAgbese,Jos i
l.... . _ _ _.J
He said, "God has a

purpose for all that He
chose; we must work
together for peace,progress
and stability of not only Jos
North, but the state in

TienewGbongGwom
os Jacob Gyang
Buba has recieved a

letterof recognitonfromthe
Plateau State government.
Gyangpledgedto support

Governor, Jonah Jang to
ensurepeaceand stabilityin
the state. '-------.---.------------------------------~--------~---O----O--------- ·

• re!~v1:;~~~:~:~ro:~: Militants attack D W boat housemBaye
Secretary to the State
government, Mr. Samson
Dimka.
The new Gbong Gwom

while receiving the letter
thanked God Almighty for
makingitpossibleforhim to
be so recognised and
stressed that God .jad a
purpose for creating every
human being, while each
person awaits his destiny.

New Gbong Gwom receives
letter of recognition

metroool ...
The Senate Pre idem

described the incident as
devastating, not just to
Benue state, but the nation
at large, as he prayed God
to grantthe victims' eternal
rest and the families of the
deceased the fortitude to
bear the losses.
He also commiserated

with the Bishop ofMakurdi
Diocese, Atule Usuh and
the entire Idoma catholic
community over the
untimely demise of the
Christianfaithful.
The accident occurred at

about 7am of Sundaywhen
the 18 -seater buss
conveying the women
collidedwiththetankerwhile
attempting to overtake
another vehicle at the
Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC).
Junction along Makurdi­
EnuguRoadinMakurdi.The
17paasengers on board the
busaswell as the driver and
. the conductor of the tanker
died in the crash.

Iran concurrent . to
Republic ofArmenia, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, Ambassador Abubakar Cika, with His
Excellency President llham Aliyev of Republic ofAzerbaijan after presentation ofletter of
credence recently. .

,

Benue StateGovernor
Gabriel Suswamand
the Senate President

DavidMarkhavejoined the
Catholic community in the

~ state in mourning the 19
passengersof the illfatedSt.
Peter and Paul Catholic
Community I8-seater bus
which collided with an oil
tanker early Sunday in
Makurdi.
Also, the Catholic

Bishops of Makurdi and
Otukpo Dioceses, Bishops

that the church had already saying the unfortunate
plannedaburialprogramme losses were for the entire

Atule Usuh and Michael which would include a state. He prayed for the
Apochi have urged the requiem mass to be held at repose of the souls of the
families of the deceased to the Holy Ghost Parish in deceased and for the
have faith in God that the Makurdi before the corpses familiestohavethefortitude
lives of the deceasedwhile are be handed to the to bear the losses.
on earth would not be in respective families for The Senate President's
vain. onwardburial. condolenceme age which
Director of Suswamina statementby was contained in a

Communications for the his Special adviser on statement by his Special
Catholic Diocese of Media and Public Affairs, AssistantonBenueLiai: n
Makurdi, Reverend Father Mr. Cletus Akwaya, Mr. Adakole Elijah quoted
DominicWankertoldtJhily commiserated with the Markasexpresseddeepgrief
Trust on phone yesterday families of the deceased, over the news of the

~.=.....=.....=...=....=.....=....:::::....:::::..=======::::::::::::::;::::::':=====:;:;;;;;;;:;:::::=======::::;l tragedy, saying "it came to
him (Mark) as a rude shock
especially at this timewhen
Christians are celebrating
the Holyweek".
He consoled families of

the 19 passengers and
described the accident as
. ,....bile

>:Suswam, a k,Bishops mourn
Makurdi auto crash victims

.Page 2
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Materials for other
stations included in the
project are expected in the
country by June,
preparatory to the total
completion of the entire
project by November,

The TRACON project
comprises state of the art
surveillance system,
including,

Secondary Surveillance
Radar, integrated Flight and
Radar Processing System
and other associated
facilities for the airports.in
Lagos, Abuja, Kano and
Port Harcourt ,
It also covers locations

in Talata-Mafara, Maiduguri,
Numan, Obubra.and Ilorin,
among others,

The Federal Government
in November last year said
that it would not accept any
delay in completing the
Total radar Coverage of
Nigeria (TRACON) ,

Many engineers have
already been trained on the
maintenance of the System,
as well as 32 Area Rad3T
Controllers trained in the US
to effectively man the
facilities, (NAN)

amount of political will in the
fight against corruption by
ratifying and domesticating
UN Convention Against
Corruption, encouraging
the establishment of
independent anti graft

Nigeria heads ECOWAS' new anti
N ~f:~::d ~:Sch~7re~ corr ption bod~~~~- u ~ y
corruption body set up by
the Economic Community of j Financial Secretary from of political and financial:_' By Misbahu BashirWest African States Mali," he said, autonomy, weak operational
(ECOWAS), L , ---------------------He said the EFCC was ~rocedure, archaic and

Countries in the West for the SQ100thrunning of represented at the workshop outdated laws, banking ,---------------------­
Africa sub-region have the network; exchange of by its Secretary, Mr. secrecy, lack of power of Test run ofTRACO begms
resol ved to estab !ish a experiences and standardise Emmanuel Akomaye. prosecution, lack of security
Network of National Anti- tools, techniques and Member states were of tenure for commissioners,
Corruption Institutions in approaches in the fight urged to abolish the lack of protection for whistle llndays to the April 15
ECOUTASdunn'g a two-day against corrubtion in, di h bl d i d date promised for then, impe iments to t e owers, an rna equate d I' f th T I
workshop organized for the ECOWAS mem er states successful prosecution of cross-border framework for R d ceIvery 0 fNe,~o~
anti-graft agencies in West Babafemi said the war against corruption coordination and (;~COo~e)rag~ 0 thlgena
Africa by ECOWAS in ' The new body elected during the workshop, cooperation," he said, / f h f: 1?rl?Jecht,be test
Conjunction with United its Vice Chairperson from "These, include Member states were also runo t e acuity as egun

Republic of Benin, Secretary in Lagos and Abuia
Nations Development "political interference, lack told to exercise increased M S A' 'b IProgmmme(~DMinr-fr-o-m--C-a~p~e-¥-e-r-d-e-a-n-d---------- ~ r upo to~ee,
Banjul. Gambia. p tion rt General Manager, Public

The Head Media and o"Wergenera on rIses ~e~~:!~iYinN:e~~hat~!~
Publicity of the Economic were working hard to ensure
and Financial Commission T he Power Holding t 2900 to it. that the project was realised
(EFCC) Femi Babafemisaid Company of Nigeria 0 mw ''Nigeria is said to be a as soon as possible,
Nigeria was elected to bead ~HCN) say~ power gas producing country but Minister of Aviation, Mr
the new body based-on the generation has fIs,en to , the situation on the ground Babatunde Omotoba, in
country's successes in 2,900mw after dropp~ng by station to enable, the PHCN is that the gas infrastruc- January promised that the
various anti -corruption 700mw ~ue!o vandahs~ of supply power to Its consum- tures are very weak, multi million dollar project
efforts, The body will be t~e gas pipeline of the Nige- ers. "Besides where gas is would be delivered in Lagos

nan GasCompany last week, She appealed to the cus- , ' ,and Abuja within 90 days,
responsible for ensuring The General Manager, tomers for understanding, available, peo]?ie vandahse Omotoba, after a visit to
inter-state cooperation in PublicAffairsofthePHCN adding that the drop in the the same weak infrastructure France where the
the fight against graft, to Mrs Efuru Igbo, said in a~ power supply was due to to ste~1 condensate, b~t all contracting firm handling
build capacity of member interview yesterday in factors beyond its control. that will soon be over, she the project ISbased, assured
states that have already Lagos that the increase was Igbo said that power added, Nigerians that everything
established anti-corruption due to the resumption of gas supply would soon be stable Minister of Power, Dr had been done to comply
, itutions and supply from the Otorogu Olarenwaju Babalola, had with a Presidential directiveinstitutions an encourage when all the power stations that the six-year old project
h wh ha t d Gas station in Delta, said that the maior challenge Jot ers 0 ve no one embarked upon by the gov ' should be delivered withoutIgbo said that the gas - facing power supply wasso to foUow suit, ernment were completed delay,station was reopened at the ' gas supply,Other aspects of the new - "Th ttai t f th The multi-million nairaweekend . e a ammen 0 e A di t hi thbody's function are 6000' , ccor mg 0 im, e TRACONproject, estimated

She, however, urged the mw generation capacity sector requires one billion 66 5 illi E is aimedharmonising legal, b D b 2009' t at .orm on urOS,lSaIIDNigerian Gas Company y ecem er is no ne- standard cubic feet of gas t d " th N' ,regulatory and ' bl b hi bl d ~I a mo ermsmg e igenan(NGC) and Shell to ensure gotia e ut ac leva e, an per day to run all the turbin e A' T ffi M tadministrative arrangement inz li ' If ra IC anagemenadequate gas supply to the we are not paying p service plants, (NAN) . System,

institutions, separate from
the Ministry of Justice and
ensure that such
institutions enjoy financial
and political autonomy and
have the power to prosecute
cases of corrupt practices
without being answerable to
political office holders for
the day-to-day running of
their institutions,

tions are open to everyone
and no reasons for hoarding

Representative ofthe First Lady, Women Affairs Minister Hajiya Salamatu Suleiman (2nd right), Borno State Governor
Ali Sheriff, his deputy A1hajiAdamu Dibal and Sheriff's wife, Hajiya Fatima Ali Sheriff (right) at the opening of a 3-day
workshop on reducing maternal mortality in Maiduguri yesterday. Photo: Isa Umar Gusau

He called on the general
public to desist from panic
buying as adequate mea­
sures have been put in place
to ensure that normalcy is
restored,

When contacted a pub­
lic affairs manager in Total
downstream who .pleaded
anonymity said they are not
aware of any fuel queues and"
no body inform them of that
fromAbuja.

He said the total opera:

run foul of the regulation,
"we therefore wish to appeal
to those marketers to imme­
diately commence full sale of
products already received
fromNNPC"

DI!!IJ' Trust _'J:'!l~s<!~~~Apr!l_7,-2~O~ _

NE S----------_ .._-_ .._ ..._--_ .._----_ .._-_

Fuel queues: NNPC accuses marketers of sabotage
products at this moment ,

The Nigerian National : ByHamisu Muhammad I When our reporter went have enough P~S WIthsome gers was willing to speak to that the marketers are hoard-
Petroleum Corpora- - d fth fillin ta trucks full with products our reporter as at yesterday ing the fuel in anticipation ofroun someo e gs-
tion (NNPC) has deliberately strangulating tions inAbuja he noticed that parked, , on the issue, the high demand during the

blamed marketers forthere- the market as most of them t f th fill' t ti None of the station man- But Daily Trust learnt Easter holidaysmos 0 e mg s a Ions '
cent queues in ii1iing-sta- are not selling while those liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_;;;,_iiiiiii~iiiiiiim~;;e;;;;;;;.;;;;r.~~!iiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii __ miiiiiiii;;;;;;;;p;;Wiiiiiiiiiiiiiir;;;~;;;;;;;;;;;;;..;;;;;;.;W;;;;;;iiiiiiii ;;;;;o__
tions in Abuja and its envi- selling are selling on only
rons in the last three days, one pump", said Ajuonuma,

In an interview with He said investigation
Daily Trust Yesterday in his conducted by the Corpora­
office, Group General Man- tion showed that several
ager,Group PublicAffairs Di- trucks were found parked at
vision, NNPC, Dr Levi the stations but not dis­
Ajuonuma said "there is no charging,
reason whatsoever for such He warned that any mar­
build up of queues as the keter who was found to have
market is robust and ad­
equately supplied with Pre­
mium Motor Sprit (PMS­
Petrol)",

He said it was discovered _
that the marketers dispense
fuel using just one or two
pump heads thereby creat­
ing the current hardship in
obtaining fuel,

He said as from last Sat­
urday the NNPC had in­
creased supply to Abuja and
environs from 100 to 130
trucks in order to ease the
situation but the marketers
are still hoarding or divert­
ing fuel for reasons best
known to them,

"Our tour of the stations
within Abuja metropolis re­
veals that the marketers are



"We have resolved to pur­
sue the constitution review
to its logical conclusion. We
are calling on Nigerians. to
submit memorandum on'the
sections of the constitution
they think are better altered
for the development of the
country".

He said both Executive
and Legislative arms of gov­
ernment should also pro­
pose sections in the consti­
tution that if altered will re­
duce unnecessary adminis­
trative skirmishes and move
the country forward.

On his part House of Rep­
resentatives Spokesperson,
Rep Eseme Eyiboh said at

House of Representatives,
Bayero Nafada, said that the .
proeess would commence
within a week after a commit­
tee under the leadership of
the leader of the Senate con­
clude discussions.

"That one week was like
a week or two ago when it
was supposed to start and it
has not started. You will not
expect since they are still en­
gaged in the process of ne­
gotiation, they will not come
and say it has failed. But I
am only trying to give a
progress report so that Ni­
gerians will not be unduly
optimistic. My own is to give
a progress report that that
negotiation is ongoing but
it has not really achieved
much. What is being negoti­
ated is to bring the exercise
on track."

the weekend that both cham­
bers were in consultation on
how the deadlock could be
resolved

But briefing newsmen re­
cently, Senate Spokesper­
son, Senator Ayogu Eze
(pDP, Enugu North) said the
process may have hit the
rocks as leadership of the
two arms have failed to
reach common grounds on
the nomenclature matter.

He urged Nigerians not to
be unduly optimistic over
the amendment, saying that
nothing much, had been
achieved in the negotiations
between the leadership of
the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

Senator Eze said, "Shortly
after I spoke on the matter
about three weeks ago,
Deputy Speaker of the

By Tashikalmah Hallab,
Abdul-RahmanAbubakar

& NasidiA. YabayaThe House of Repre­
sentatives yesterday
said itwill soon call for

submission of memoranda
from Nigerians on sections
of constitution they feel
should be reviewed.

Deputy Minority Leader,
Abdurrahman Kawu Suma­
ila (ANPP, Kano) who dro­
pped this hint in an interac­
tion session with newsmen
inAbuja, said the House will
pursue the review despite
insinuations that the pro­
cess may not be feasible.

Both arms have indicated
that they may commence the
process separately as quar­
rel over positions in the Joint
Committee has stalled the
commencement of the pro­
cess.

According to Rep Kawu,

Constitution review: Re s to call for memoranda

Bakassi boundary issues to be concluded in 2010
The delineation and de- I .. I "in some places, we have visit Bakassi from time to Cameroonian territory, so

marcation of all ByAbdulFattahOlajlde ~eenabletosuccessfullyde- t~me. and the.y have been Nigeria,Camerounandabout
boundaries with lineate the boundary but m commg up With very good five other nations are doing

Bakassi and other territories The NBC boss said "you some places where the reports concerning the situ- their best to make sure that
ceded by Nigeria to know after the ICJ judge- boundary actually, straddle ation of the displaced and the lake is resuscitated to its
Cameroun willbe completed ment, the government ofNi- some villages, we encounter those who decided to remain original volume," he said.
'by 2010, theNational Bound- geria and Cameroon to- problems with some of the in Bakassi. Commenting on the ef­
aries Commission (NBC) gether with the United Na- villagers so but now we The NBC boss stated that forts of both Nigeria and
said yesterday in Abuja. tions organised a committee have resolved that wherever besides the boundary issue, Cameroun in tackling the

Addressing newsmen on called the NCMC. In a nut- we have problem, we have Nigeria and five other coun- boundary issue, Diggi said
the boundary matter, the Di- shell, the NCMC has been to skip it and then come back tries were making concerted "our government and that of
rector General of NBC, overseeing the translation of to it later and give it special efforts to reclaim the shrink- Cameroun have tried their
Abubakar Sadiq Marafa - the judgement on the attention". ingLake Chad with a view to best and also the UN and
Diggi, said "we are thinking ground; so far,we did the de- Speaking on the efforts of halting the migration along they are doing everything
that by the middle of next lineation of the boundary the NCMC on resolving the the Chad Basin. "The possible to make sure that
year we should be able to from Borno State to Cross Bakassi issue, he said "In the NCMC is trying its best to we utilize the resources avail­
conclude this exercise hope- River State but in the pro- Bakassi area, we don't have see that Lake Chad is also able to us from the govern­
fully. The UNhas given out cess of the delineation; we much problem because you resuscitated because you ment for the demarcation ex­
the contract on the estab- still realised that both Nige- know the government of know Lake Chad has been ercise and also for other 10-
lishment of major controls ria and Cameroun still have Cross River States is doing shrinking over and over and gistical services. We are
which has taken place and to come together to resolve some very significant things because offhe shrinking that hoping by May the Mixed
now we are in the process of the problem of some of the over there, trying to resettle Nigerians crossed over to Commissionis able to meet
actual pillar establishment. villages that continue to the displace~. We don't Cameroun and unfortunately in Abuja and then to discuss
That is what we have done stray along the boundaries". have problel}}S'there. Nige- we lost about 31 villa~es that the prowess so far made on
so far. He explained further that na, Cameroon and the UN found themselves III the the field".

The International Court
of Justice (lCJ) had in Octo­
ber in2002 ruled that the hith­
erto disputed Bakassi pen­
insula be·ceded to Cameroon
, basing its decisionona 1913
treaty between former colo­
nial masters Germany and
Britain. Sequel to the ICJ
judgement, Nigeria and
Cameroon set up the Nige­
ria-Cameroon Mixed Com­
mission (NCMC)'to handle
all boundary issues related
to the ICJ ruling on Bakassi.

The' NBC boss said de­
spite the successful delinea­
tion and demarcation of
some of the boundaries,
both Nigeria and Cameroun
"have confidence building
proposal which is the con­
struction of roads from
Manfe in Cameroun up to
Abakaliki, in Enugu to join
the Trans-Saharan High­
way".

The Vice President, Dr.
Goodluck Jonathan
has challenged mem­

bers of the Nigerian Gas As­
sociation (NGA) to give the
Federal Government techni­
cal advice that would drive
sustainable development in
the gas sector.

Vice President Jonathan
gave the charge yesterday
when the association's offic­
ers paid him a courtesy visit
at the State House, Abuja.
The NGA team was led by
its president, Engineer
Charles Osezua.

The vice president also
charged the association to
articulate a positive contri­
bution that would be in­
cluded in the National Gas
Bill, saying "for Nigeria to
achieve-full gas utilization,
there is need for the
country's experts to contrib­
ute to policies and plans for
the sector." .

Earlier, Engr. Osezua had
expressed his association's
preparedness to partner with
the Federal Government in
the development of the gas
sector.

Also speaking at the oc­
casion, the Minister of Pe­
troleum Resources, Dr.
Rilwanu Lukman called for
the review of the Gas Mas-

I ter Plan for better perfor­
.mance and the provision of
necessary legislation that
would be flexible enough to
drive the development in the
sector.

He noted that the revenue
accruable to the' country in
the long term, froljl gas
dwarfs oil, explaininj that
Nigeria probably has far
larger gas reserves than
crude oil ..

Governor Gabriel Suswan ofBenue State and others in a wooden boat locally improvised to convey vehicles at the crossing
point along River Katsina-Ala iinBururku, yesterday. Pix: Hir Joseph

I I
preparation of a comprehen- federal, states, local govern-

ByYunusAbdulhamid sive medium term National ments as well as the private
Development Plan (NDP) sector.

According to the minis- and is expected to cover the The minister said the pre-
ter, the PRS departments are i.=~==;=====~===;::;;;======;:===========,:========~======~=====-==;::====~;=====~======..:;
supposed to be the pillar of
planning for the nation but
that in the present reality,
government officials dread
being posted to such depart­
ments because they think,
they are not 'juicy'.

He said from now hence­
forth, the forum will be held
on quarterly basis in the
commission's renewed effort
at "strengthening the Cbor­
dination functions of the
departments and as a veri­
table institutional framework
for improving the quality of
plan, policy programme for­
mulation and implementation
in the public sector, espe­
cially with respect to the an­
nual budget and the seven­
point agenda."

Usman said the prepara­
tion of theVIsion20:2020 and
the medium term National
Development Plan is going
on. The second phase of the
planning exercise is the

Development Plan (NDP)
covering 2009 to 2012. The
NDP is expected to be com­
pleted within four months.

vious edition of the graft
NEEDS-2 has been harmo­
nised with the 7 point agen­
da to form the draft National

ByAbdulFattah Olajide

Minister of National
Planning Dr
Shamsuddeen

Usman h~ blamed the lack
of good planning in Nigeria
on the dormancy of depart­
ment of Planning, Research
and Statistics(PRS) in the

.. various ministries

. He said "over the years,
planning functions have
been relegated to the back­
ground. And you can see the
price we are paying for it now
as it is said that a nation fails
toplan, in reality plan to fail."

He said this had impacted
on the nation negatively. He
was speaking at a forum for
directors of PRS of federal
ministries, departments and
ogencies held in Abuja. It
was organised by the Na­
u nal Planning Commission.

Give government
good technical
advice, VP urges
gas experts

WhyNigeria lacks good planning, by Shamsuddeen



From left: URA's Deputy Managing Director, North, Ms Faith Tuedor-Matthews, Mlntster of FeT, Senator Adamu
Aliero and URAGroup Head e-Banking, North Yomi Fabunmi during the UBAdelegation's vistt to the minister yesterday.

Photo: Fell 0., h,.,rl

"There is no doubt that
Nigeria needs electoral re­
form. The failure of govern­
ment and frustration of our
people over the lack of ef­
fective governance is a fall­
out of the-bad elections of

bereft of internal democ­
racy? Where is Atiku if we
may ask? Is he in the oppo­
sition? Which opposition?
Is inconsistency a mettle of
opposition politics?" The
party said it was not sur­
prised that "Atiku now has
his eyes in the so-called
nebulous mega party having
lost grip of the AC with his
self serving antics."

"No doubt, it is a simple
admission that even as tat­
tered as the AC is today, the
party has slipped off Atiku's

. hands," it added: It stated
that Nigerians have come to
know Alhaji Atiku Abubakar
more than he thinks, adding
that "for all his pretences, he
is defmitely not one of the
champions of democracy." .

According to the state­
ment, Atiku's "recent des­
peration to repair a battered
image and bounce back to

However, reacting
swiftly to PDP's attack,
former Vice PresidentAtiku
Abubakar said yesterday he
has no regrets for condemn­
ing the PDP and the incum­
bent government for deny­
ing the country much­
needed electoral reform.

In a statement released
by his media office in Abuja,
Atiku said the attack on his
person for calling on the
PDP and government to re­
spect the wishes of Nigeri­
ans for electoral reforms is
ariother confirmation that
the PDP had derailed from
the noble objectives of its
founding fathers, including
himself.

statement said.
Atiku said a credible

electoral system in Nigeria
must include the appoint­
ment ofINEC Chairman and
board by an impartial body
like the National Judicial
Council (NJC); prevention
of the swearing-in of contes­
tants -declared winners by
INEC until the completion of
election petitions against
them; a review of the Evi­
dence Act to prevent domi­
nation of election petitions
by technicalities and other
reforms of the electoral pro­
cess to protect the voting
rights of Nigerians.

"These are critical re­
forms that will guarantee the
credibility of the electoral
system and ensure the emer­
gence of credible and com­
petent leadership at all lev­
els of government," he said.
The statement was signed
on Atiku's behalf by Malam
Garba Shehu.

on electoral reforms is
elearly opportunistic as
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar as
Vice President of Nigeria for
good eight years cannot to­
day be credited with even a
single suggestion he made
on how to reform the elec­
toral system."

"If the PDP cannot be­
queath a good electoral sys­
tem as Atoka said, is it the
AC with its barrage of demi­
gods and cult personalities
that will? Is it the AC that is

2007. The linkage between
credible elections and per­
formance in government is
now very clear to Nigerians.
It is a pity if some latter-day
PDP joiners cannot see what
every reasonable Nigerian
sees clearly today."

Atiku said the minimum
requirements for credible
elections as contained in the
Justice Uwais Panel Report
have been jettisoned by the
PDP because many of the
politicians in the party are
afraid of free arid fair elec­
tions. "If these politicians
are credible as they claim,
why are they afraid of effect­
ing electoral reforms that will
guarantee the inalienable
rights of Nigerians to
choose their leaders?" the

reckoning has fallen flat in
his face, hence his latest re­
marks which are symptom­
atic of a drowning man latch­
ing unto every available
straw for survival." The
party said it is reassuring
Nigerians that it is as formi­
dable as ever to withstand
any gang-up in any electoral
contest.

It therefore urged Nige­
rians "to also beware of the
sermons of those who while
in position of authority and
had the opportunity to repo­
sition Nigeria and its elec­
toral system, abandoned
such a noble cause while
'saddling themselves with
selfish political pursuits. Ni­
gerians know whom to trust.
Certainly, AtikuAbubakar is
not one of them."

saying "what a paradox that
the same man who sang Ho­
sanna yesterday is today
singing crucifice eis ---cru­
cify him-at top of his
voice."

The statement added
that "his attack on the genu­
ine efforts and commitment
of the Federal Government

17 policem~lf were killed.
Four policemen, including a
DPO were .killed in Edo
state; another DPO was
killed in Ogun; 6officers and
men were also killed in Kano
while 6 others were. killed
when the convoy of the
Delta. State CP was attacked
in an ambush.

The IG said the develop­
ments speak volumes of
police's "operational pre­
paredness and capability"
given the. fact that ~ kill­
ings tookp~ace within the
space of one month.

The IG also reminded the
pottce of t1Je critical job
ahead in 20t6when election­

. ns will take
off. Be s the face of
the repeal of the Public Or­
der Act whose objective
was to regulate the conduct
of electioneering campaigns
amongst others, how pre­
pared are we (the police) for
the challenges of election­
eering campaign come
201O?"He tasked the offic­
ers to rise to the challenges
of ensurin~, the security of
lives and property through
proactive measures that are
within their limits.

Bomo State governor Ali
Modu Sheriff, who was the
special guest of honour at
the opening ceremony, com­
mended the police for secur­
ing the lives of people in
Borne as 'well as those of
otherNigerians.

AC alleges plans to invade
Ekiti with fake security

l1e Action Congress (Ae) in Ekiti State yesterday ac­
used Osun State Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola of
Osun of'planning to invade the state with fake secu­

rity men during the April 25 re-run governorship
election. Chi,efOlajide Awe, Chairman ofAC, made the alle­
gation while briefing newsmen in.Ado-Ekiti.

He said that the plan was hatched on Friday night at a
meeting he.l<Iat Jibowu hall between Oyint91a and the 16
Council Chairmen on the need for the PDP tbwin the elec­
tion. At the meeting, Awe alleged that the Osun governor
promised to also supply Military uniforms, arms and am­
munitions, which he alleged would be distributed to PDP
thugs on the day of the election.

"At the meeting, they discussed how the thugs in army
uniform would then prevent voters from coming out to
vote," he alleged. The PDP in a swift reaction - through
its Director of Communication and strate~r-MrJackson
Adebayo, described the allegation as "fabricated lies" aimed
at "insultin~the intelligence" of the peop~e. _

"It is rather unfortunate that theJeadersmp of the AC
would start to allege a plan by our great party to use fake
police or solders in the forthcoming re-run election. The
problem of the AC is that they don't know the workings of
the government at the Federal or state level," he said.

In his reaction, the Chief Press Secretary-to Oyinlola,
Mr Lasisi Olav)' told t, ews Agenc; of Nib~ria
tNAN) on pl t the allegation was "cheap black-
mail" that shoulu be ignored by all reasonable people.

"The allegation is not true and it is in the character of
the ACto raise false alarms whenever failure stares it in the
face. TheAC leaders should have spceen more intelligently.
The allegation is a cheap blackmail to scare PDP governors
from supporting their party in the rerun election as prom­
ised openly at the Saturday rally by Gov. Oyinlola," he
said. (NAN)

Continue~l!t!m Page 1
to appropnate quarters, as a
result of whfch, he said, the
police was embarrassed' by
some happenings in recent
times.

Dkir ~~:Inthis era
ofadvan nrin telecom-
municati late reporting
ofe.vents teUigence will
notbe tolerated. Ifappropri­
ate steps were taken in for­
warding in~Uigence reports,
some of the major crises
which embarrassed the force
a coupleofweeks ago could
have been averted. We have
lost some of our men and
resourc eluding the
people we e mandated to
prqrect as p. result of this
lapse."

He also said "hence­
forth, command CPs and
zonal AIGs'will be answer­
able for any damage occa­
sioned to the force and na­
tion as a result of such
lapses."

The IG did not say spe­
cifically which crises he was
referring to as he neither
tin.l<.edhis ~atement to the
alleged stoniag'ofthe Presi­
dent in Jos, series of attacks
by robbers against the po­
lice, the communal crises in
Plateau and Bauchi states,
nor did he refer to the
bloody political crises that
erupted in some parts of the
south west.in recent times.
I The 10however regret­
ted that inMarch 2009 alone,

Atiku is a drowning man
Continuedfrom Page 1
our party and President
Urnaru Yar'Adua-led Federal
government. Our instinct
has always been to ignore
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar
whose overtly selfish ambi­
tion has left a hopeless poli­
tician, susceptible to all
forms of miscalculations and
misjudgments. However, it
appears that the PDP toler­
ance ofhim and his cohorts
is daily being taken for
granted; hence we wish to
state as follows:

That the former Vice
President be reminded that
but for the PDP which gave
him aplatform to emerge first
as Governor-elect of
Adamawa State and then as
the Vice President of Nigeria
for eight years, Alhaji Atiku
Abubakar would have re­
mained an inconsequential
political quantity, whose in­
fluence would not have
gone beyond his Jada ward
in Adamawa State. The
former Vice President should
therefore be eternally grate­
ful to the PDP and not be
consumed in the sojourn of
ill fate to disparage a plat­
form without which he
would have remained irrel­
evant."

The party said it is an
irony that the former Vice
President has suddenly
woken up to the realisation
that Nigeria does not have a
system that can bring bril­
liant people to leadership
when the same system el­
evated him to the nation's
number two position.

PDP wondered if Atiku
"deliberately and selfishly
slumbered away while he
enjoyed the same system,"

Okiro blames police
for recent crises
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By Misbahu Bashir

140Nigerian
deportees.
from Libya ~
arrive home

were trying to resolve themat­
ter, some of the aggrievedmo­
torcyclists 'began throwing
pebblesatrandom,whichforced
ever body took to theirheel.

porateAffuirs,FumiOmebonigo
made efforts to convince the
motorcycliststo agreewith the
suggestion but the motorcy­
clists insistedon receiving the

helmets from the FRSC and
MiNofficialsdirectly.
However,whiletheM1N of­

ficials in conjunctionwith the
FRSC officialsand policemen

denceNigeria,beencommitted
to helping the common people
in theNiger Delta.
'We believe that ambitious

palliativeprogramsmust func­
tion with effective and practi­
cal monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms tobenchmark the
targeted development goals.
The absenceof effectivemoni­
toring and evaluation mecha-

ByAbbas Jimoh

Hundreds of motorcy­
clists in Abuja yester­
day disrupted the dis- refused to allow the officialsto

tributionof 500 safetyhelmets carry out the distribution. He
donated to them by the M1N said the FRSC arrangement
NigeriaCommunicationsLim- was to hand over the 500 hel-

i~e Sector Commandant, :e::~~~~ti~es~fc~~~ 'Court adjourns trial ofAl-Musta~ha,others
FederalCapitalTerritoryof the torcycleTransportUnionwho The absence of Major 'II A n28 fice. ?otreceIvedthewntten
FederalRoad SafetyCommis- would eventually share them Hamza Al-Mustapha tl· pr sub~IOJ?S of the defence on
sion, NseobongAkpabio said among the members of the, and others in court yes- .. allapplicatJonsasorderedby the
the motorcyclists could not terda talled th . . Ikejalfigh Court, court
agree with the format of shar- umOoffin·Cl·alsoftheM1N includ- .y ~ e contmuanon No reasonwas given for the At the last sitting on March

of trialmthe murder of the late absence of the defendants in 17 def I Ming the helmets and therefore ing the GeneralManager Cor- Alhaja Kudirat Abiola, at an ' erence counse, r
____________________ -r-t- 1 court but the News Agency of OlalekanQiohadby anexparte

IwulINEC joined as parties in CNPP's suit. :t~~~~~:o~~~=:e~=:i~~:;!~
n Abuja Federal High I B Atik B I I I CharlesNwodo (Chairman of convey them to court on time (DMI)inthesuit,toenahlethem
has grantedan applica- y a aa. ProgressiveAction Congress) might have been responsible. have access to documents
on by qmuman ofthe The plain~ffs had accus~d and Yinusa ~anko (Na~onal Al~Mustapha,former Chie~ seizedfromAl-Mustapha.

IndependentNauonalElectoral IwuofawardingoverN6.5bil- SecretaryNationalConscience SecurityOfficertolateGen.Sani Ojo told the court that he
Comrnission(INEC)Professor lion contract for the printing Party). Abacha; ChiefSupt. of Police, learnt from the 3rdrespondent
MauriceIwuandINEC seeking Presidential,National Assem- The courthad onMarch 11, Rabo Lawal andAlhaji Lateef in the suit, the State Security

• tobejoined aspartiesinthe suit bly,govemorshipandHouseof granted leave to the CNPP to Sofolahan, an aide to Kudirat, Service(SSS),thatthematerials
filed by ~e Conf~renceofNi- A.ss:emblyel~o~ to the Ni- seek an. order of man~us have be.en facing murder seizedfromAl-Mustaphawere
genaPoliticalParties(CNPP). gena Secunty Pnntrng and compellingtheEFCC tomves- charges smce 1999. transferredto theDMI.
In the suit filedby the CNPP Minting Company,Abuja and tigateIwu. KudiratAbiolawas murdered Ojo leadcounsel for the de-

Olairrnan,AlliajiBa1arabeMusa that the contract was later re- While stating that the suit on June4, 1996. fence,'wasalso absent in court
and four others,they askedthe awarded to some British and wasnot institutedingood faith, Justice Mojisola Dada ad- when the matter came up for
courtforan orderofmandamus SouthAfrican firm at a higher they had at the resumed hear- joumed thecasetillApri128fol- hearing.
to compel the Economic and cost when the Nigerian com- ing sought to be joined as par- lowing the absence of the de- JusticeDada \ . _,n ;1",,_

FinancialCrimesCommission pany failedto deliver owing to ties in the suit; but Presiding fendantsincourtwhen themat- ior COUfu..., u"lU 0Ju ~cnan,
(EFCC), toprosecuteIwu over logisticsproblems. Judge,JusticeAdamuBellohad terwas called. bers to ensurethatpartiesinthe
allegations of fraud, contract OtherplaintifIsin the suitare ordered that they amend their A StateCounselrepresenting .matterwere all served thewrit­
splitting, diversion of ~ublic OsitaOkechukwu(CNPPPub- briefs before June 9, (the ad- theDirectorof PublicProsecu- ten submissions on all the ap­
funds and obtaining money licity Secretary), William joumed date for adoption of tions, Mrs. Bisi Ogungbesan, plications, before the next ad-
under false pretence. Ezeugwu (CNPP Secretary) written addresses). informedthe courtthat theirof- 'joumeddate.(NAN)

TIe arrivalofalargenumer of Nigerian
eporteesfromLibyaon

Monday caused a stir at the
Murtala Murtala Muhammed
IntemationalAirport(MMIA),
Ikeja
The News Agency ofNige­

ria (NAN) reports that the
deportees, numbering about
140, arrived a few days after
some illegalimrnigrants,includ­
ing Nigerians, allegedly
drowned off the Libyan coast
en-route Europe.
The deportees, mostly

young females,were conveyed
to the MMIA aboard a char­
tered aircraft.

Governor Ibrahim Gaidam of Yobe State appending his signature to the 2009 budget passed by the state House ofAssembly. Shortly after they were
With him is the Speaker of the Assembly,Albaji Usman Adamu. screened and released, many

---------=:-:.--....L_--==-=-----------::=---=----=-------::c:::-::---~----=---------=-----=---~=__-__::___t airport workers and motorists

Motorcyclists disrupt crash helmet distribution exercise in Abuja ~::~~~:~~~~'::~
Libya
As they trooped out of the

HajjandCargo terminal, many
of the deportees who were
cash-strapped, sought assis­
tance to get to their various

,---------------------r-------------j destinations.
Therewas alsoa trafficsnarl

around the airport asmotorists
slowed down to ascertain the
identities of the large number
of people they were seeing.

Seven ladies among the
deportees, who spoke in
Yoruba,claimedthattheywere
deported after spending five
months indetention camps in
'Libya,

"Just thankGodwe areback
to this country. Help us out,"
one of the ladies told theNews
Agency ofNigeria (NAN).
Some others, who loitered

around the airport for hours,
said that they were trying to
connect thosewho would help
them out of their travail.
NAN reports that the

.deportees were sent packing
forimrnigration offences.

'T'\-.~ T]"~,,_~ "f Reoresenta-
, Vt"'~ -J .,,"-pressedcon­
cem at the largenumber ofNi­
gerians in deportation camps
in Libya, urging that steps
should be taken to ensure that
they returned home. (NAN)

GeneralGeorgeEtukudo(Rtd)
as its chairman and Prince
Jonathan Evbosaru as deputy
is intended to pave way for a mitteeinAbujaattheweekend, thecomrnitteewasenormousas
renewed peace initiativein the theChairmanofOMPALAN's it has to 'proffer ways of im­
region. governingcouncil,BishopUdo proving and consolidating the
Wbile inauguratingthecom- Azogu said the task ahead of ongoing peace process in the

:--N-A-F-a-.p-p-o-i-o-t-s-=o-e--=w=----sp-o-k-e-s-m-a-o-----, Nik:~~ stated that 'the
PresidentYar'aduaadministra-

h N · . A· F The release further added tion while working in concert

T

e igenan IT .orce I By Benjamin Auta I th t th fl t fG-222 ·11(NAF) has appointed . rae ee? ~I with the National Assembly
Group Captain the F-7NI Chengdu fighter also be refurbished for Vital has,more than any other gov-

Sadeeq Garba Shehu as its aircraft. transport need. emment in the post-indepen-
new Director of Public Re­
lations and Information
(DOPRl).
A press statement made

available to Daily Trust,
stated that the new DOPRI
holds a BA in French/En­
glish from Bayero University
Kano (BUK) as well as a
masters degree in African
peace and conflict studies
from Bradford University
UK, among other courses.
The statement further

stated that the NAF will be
holding its 2009 NAF con­

_ ference from the 21-25 of
April in Ada, Osun State.
According to the state­

ment, the conference is part
of effort to actualize the
Chief of Airs Staff (CAS) re­
building the NAF opera­
tional effectiveness for ef­
fective and efficient instru­
ment of national power.
"In line with this vision

NAF has set itself some ob­
jective for 2009 which in­
cludes induction of three
brand new platforms into
the NAF inventory," it said.
The inventories include

ATR-42Maritime Patrol Air­
craft, the Augusta A-I09
light utility helicopter and

Daily Trust, Tuesday,~prU 7, 2009

nisms rendered every sincere
effort by government and de­
velopment partners moribund
thereby generating dangerous
gaps that impinged on the
much needed physical devel­
opment of the region.
OMPALANhas come to fill in
the gap to prevent the region's
impending collision course
with anarchy,'Azogu stated.
Other prominent members

who were in attendance at the
meetingofOMPALANinclude
Senator rx. Brambaifa, Hon.
Remi Kuku, ChiefGadHarry,
Ambassador KatukaYaki and
Dr. Esom Obodo.Prince
Evbosaru was also appointed
to lead the FCf Chapter of ili'e
association~g themeeting.

TIe Oil Mineral Produc-
, mg Areas Landlords
- Association of Nigeria
(OMPALAN) has set up an
independent committee to
monitor the impactof Federal
Government's development
programmes in the region.
The committee which has
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had attracted a large fol1ower­
shie within a short time.
F'ormer secretary of the

PDP in Plateau. Alhaji Saleh
Bayeri, who spoke on behalf
of the members from the
northern zone, said the party
under the leadership of
Mangni had removed the se­
crecy surrounding the running
of the affairs of the party by
the Dakum Shown led exco,
saying the people of the north­
ern zone were happy with the
development as they "had
seen light at the end of the tun­
nel".

if Prof shownwas sure he had
any explanation to give to the
people, he should take up the
challenge and present him­
self for a public debate to
prove to the people why he
still parades himself as the
PDP chairman in Plateau
state.
. The factional chairman
added that it was not surpris­
ing that majority of the party
members in the state for the
past one and half years found
it difficult to go to the PDP
secretariat until the constitu­
tion ofhis exco which he saidstressed that

Erom Andrew Agbese, Jo~

Prof Shown had nothing to
tell the people as he does not.
enjoy the support of majority
of the party members in the
state.
He said that was why Prof

Shownhadbeen shying away
from thepublic ashe couldnot
explain how he came about
calling himself the PDP chair­
man in Plateau State and how
he ran the affairs of the party
before his sack by theMangni
led exco.

T he PDP factional
chairman in Plateau
State, Chief Emma­

nuel Mangni has challenged
Prof. Dakum Shown, the
chairman of the other faction
of the party in the state to a
public debate to prove who is
the actual leader of the PDP
in the state.
Mangni, who threw the

challenge while addressing
supporters of the party from
the Plateau North senatorial
zone who were at the party
secretariat in their thousands

said he believed

Plateau PDP crisis: Mangni challenges Shown to debate

tween Higher National Di­
plorna (END) holders and de­
gree holders, adding that em­
ployers of labour including
polytechnics still discriminate
againsfHND holders.
The councildecriedthenon­

implementationof the Federal
Government group life insur­
ancepolicyforitsemployeesin
somepolytechnicsaftercoming
into effect as part of the Pen­
sionAct 2004andcalledforthe
immediate release.of funds for
the implementation of the po­
licy.

"We also want the Federal
Governmenttomobilisegradu­
ates of monofechnics for the
National Youth Service Corps
schemeor faceindefiniteindus­
trialstrikeactionfromitsmem­
bers across the country from
April 17 when the ultimatum
expires," it said
IturgedtheFederalGovern­

ment to enforce its position on
the stoppage of disparity be-

2009 budget.
SSANlP lamented that the

MinisterofEducation;DrSam
Egwu had failed to fulfil the
pledge he rnade duringameet­
ing between them o'nJanuary
27, 2009 to ensure that the is­
sue was resolved within two
weeks.

The Senior Staff Asso­
ciation of Nigerian
Polytechnics(SSANIP)

has giventhe FederalGovern- .
ment twoweeks ultimatum to r-F-r-om-I-s-m-a--cil--:M~u-d:-a-s:-hrr.:-·-',
cornmencethe implementation Kaduna
of the Consolidated Tertiary
Institution Salary Structure
(CONTISS) in polytechnics,
monotechnics and colleges of
technologyorface industrialac­
tion.
The association in a commu­
niquemade available toDaily
Trust in Kaduna after its 26th
General Executive Council
(GBC)meetingheldattheAkanuI-~------------------------

~~~a!~~tasi:~~lIDO directs LGAs to open
Government to immediately LOCal government areas IG
cornmencethe payment of the ~ Irno State have been R a cc0 Un ts
24' months arrears of moneti- directed to open sepa- .
sationbenefitsofitsmembers. rate accounts for Internally From Johnkennedy erated revenue, adding that a
The communique signedby Generated Revenue (IGR). Uzoma: Owerri situation where local govern-

Alhaii GaniyuAkinleyeandMr The state Commissioner for committees.Ogaziechisaidthe mentaccountsare lumpedwith
Abraham Ndandok, National Local Govemm~and Chief- measurewould assistto streng- internally generated ones ere­
President and National Secre- taincy Affairs, farr: Kezie then themachinery of revenue ated deceptive figures,
tary of the association respec- Ogaziechi gave the directive generation to boost revenue in He said iflocal governments
tivelydecriedthe commission- yesterdayinOwerri whilebrie- the state. abideby thedirective,itwould
ing of a verificationcommittee fing newsmen on the out come The commissioner further be easier for the chairmen to
by government on CONTISS of the Joint Account Alloca- noted that the step would help alsomonitorperformancesand
15andmonetisationsinceithad tionmeeting with chairmen of the chairmen to have proper determine how the revenue of
already been captured in the local government transition monitoring of internally gen- the LGAs are running.

Association gives FG ultimatum
on CONTISS

GovernorAli Modu-SheriffofBorno State (right) with the Inspector-GeneralofPoliceMike Okiro at a conferencewith seniorpolice
officersinMaiduguri,Borno State,yesterday. Pic:NAN
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Nigeria this had not been
so. She said the
professional development
workshop was to impart
knowledge to hospital
administrators and update
the skills of health managers
while urging the
participants to avail
themselves of the
opportunity to improve
health care delivery in the
country.

The Chief Medical
Director ofJUTH, Dr. Ishaya
Pam, who was represented
by the Dr. Patrick Daru
welcomed the participants
and emphasized on the need .
for training in the health
sector.

health care resources", he
said.

He stressed that the
administrators were bound
to benefit from the workshop
in the areas of effective
communication and
organisation, team work in a
hospital setting, total quality
management to guarantee
value for money, and
information technology in
modern hospital
management.

The chairman of the local
organising committee of the
workshop, Mrs. Laitu
Daspan in her welcome
address stressed the need
for good heath care delivery
worldwide but said in

Ibadan, Jos, Maiduguri,
Abia and Kano states.

Captain Adamu admitted
some administrative lapses
which he blamed on
communication gap which
was why the council
embarked on a stakeholders'
workshop in Katsina for
everyone to understand his
role with a view to hastening
the process.

He described the Funtua
freight station as strategic
due to its economic
potentials and a unique
transport corridor with Niger
Republic and other North­
western states of Sokoto,
Zamfara, and Kebbi.

He said the council
called for a talk shop to
discuss problematic areas'
that impinge on the progress

Financial meltdown: Nigerian hospitals move to reduce costs

Bureaucracy delays take-off
of Funtua inland depot

Governor Mohammed Danjuma Goje of Gombe State at a project inspection site along Ribadu-Zango, Funakaye Local
Government Area of Gombe State. He is flanked by Albaji Bala Tinka, Managing Director of Tinka Point

of the project, bridge the
communication gap that
exist between the key
players and develop a blue
print for successful
implementation.

The state governor,
Ibrahim Shema assured of
his government's readiness
to make the project work as
the state and the zone had a
lot of exportable agricultural
products and well endowed
with othermineral resources.

The governor who was
represented by the state
commissioner for commerce
and industry, Abdul'aziz
Mohammed described the
forum as timely when most
people are largely unaware
of the proj ects and its
potentials and how to fast­
track it to maturity.
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IFrom Andrew Agbese,Jos I
opening of a workshop for
professional development
for health administrators
held in Jos yesterday said as
members of the institute were
made up of administrators in
various hospitals in the
country, they were in the
best position to implement
the ideas in their various
establishments that would
ensure a reduction in the
cost of health care delivery.

"All the topics selected
are aimed at partly
addressing the present
global economic meltdown in
terms of cost reduction, and
judicious use of scarce

Equally, the Nigerian
Shippers Council has over
the past 30 months screened
one Equatorial Marine .
Company as the prepared
concessioners to develop
the site under the public and
private partnership (PPP) but
the inability to receive a
letter of exchange remains a
stumbling block to the
continuation of the project.

The executive secretary
of the Nigerian shippers
council, Captain Adamu

,Bida while speaking to
newsmen in Katsina recently
said the Funtua freight
station was one of the two
projects lagging behind
among the six approved
depots to be established in

From Lawallbrahim,
Katsina

. I

gi State' Governor. AJhaji Ibrahim Idris saYs his
dministration )VouldliftKogi State to an enViable

, sition befure the expiration ofhis tenure of office.
He stated this shortly before leaving the shores ofMalays:i~ .;
to the Republic o£,Koreayesterrlay. Makingthis known to
,newsmeninLokoja\>y the Special Adviser to the Governor
on Public Communication.iUld Strategy, Pbrank Sha~b .
Governor o"narrival at.the Republic of Korea would
audience with themanagement ofM.K. Intematio
'discuss the possibility of establishing a new Di
Station in the state. APcording to him, the Digita1TVSta.ti6
which is meant to provide avoice for the unheard people of .

. the confluence state" would have the capacity to cover an"
the nooks and crannies, of the state, thereby spreadins',
,iovemmentpolicies and programmes to the good people of
i),ogi State. .

- - ~ - = .

The Institute of Health
Services Administra­
tors of Nigeria

(IHSAN) has opened
channels for the exchange of
ideas that would address the
problem of the global
financial meltdown as it
affects the health sector in
Nigeria.

The aim of opening the
forum according to the
national president of
rnSAN, Dr. Jude Osunwa is
to see to the reduction of the
cost of medical services in
Nigerian hospitals through
the judicious use of scarce
resources. ,

The national president
who made this known at the

JAMB: Kano Civil Defence nabs 17 fo~malpractice
I J<'l'OII)]S~S!'idu, Kano . I

T~~:c~~~;n&O:~~i~~~!~~~ri~;:!~itJ
candidates in Saturday'S Joint Admission and

Matriculation Board (JAMB) Examination who allegedly
committed various forms of malpractices during the
examination. Deputy Commandant of the Corps,Adekunte
A. Paul, made this known at the command's Dawaki Road
headquarters, saying all the suspects were apprehended
with mobile phones which they used in storing alphabets
that were answers to theexamination questions. Paul said:
"It is an indication that they got the question papers before
the examination day, Saturday April 4. We can't say, for
now, how they got the papers before the examination ..The
matter is still under investigation. It is the investigation
that will reveal how they got the question papers. We have
done our job of providing security at all the centers of the
examination. It is in the course of carrying out our role
during the examination we successfully arrested these
suspects." According to Paul, when his command. is done
with the suspects; they' would hand them over to the
. Independent Corrupt.Practices Commission (ICPe;) •.
the jurisdiction ofWe.l(.";PC to handle offen~
examination mal~q.ces:

Idris'restates' ..
commitiii~tto liftKogi

fiolDcSlilll,Egwu,Lokoja .. '" I:

,

I
!- Inability of both the state

and Federal Government
to resolve some

administrative bureaucracies
is responsible for the delay
in take off of the proposed
Inland Container Depots.
(ICD) and Container Freight
Station (CFS) in Funtua
Local Government Area of
Katsina State, Daily Trust
has learnt. Since 2006, the
state government has
acquired lands and paid
compensation to the
affected farmers whose
lands were taken over but a
lingering dispute arose
between the duo about some
portions of the land which is
yet to be settled to allow for
the issuance of the
certificate of occupancy(C of
0).

J l:e Niger S~te governlD:enthas dissolved itspilgrim's
- .... welfare boar4~'I'h~dissolution was approved by

governorMuazul;\abangidaAJiyu inMinna yesterday.
The dissolution <tf.~~l>oard is sequel to the establishment
of the newly created Niger state pilgrims commissionia place
of the board as it is believed taat the new commission would
lead to the operational success of pilgrimages. Dr AJiyu
observed that the new commission would have a better
environment to function iti; saying itwould be more potent
in service delivery as. it had been legally pack~gep to
.overcome the limitations of the [onner board. While t1iaDking
the former pilgrims bc"trd chairman, the governor sajd they
should make themselves ready at all times, adding that their
wealth ofknowled~ew(}1;Jlflbe of use in the new commission.

Motorbike robbers
re-emerge in Onits"~.····

j From Beatrice,Onuchukwu, Awka .....

The commercial city of Onitsha in Anambra State is
under siege' agaJn following a rampage by armed
robbers from cO,lllttlercialmotor bike operators. This

is in spite of the increased presence of regular and mobile
policemen strategically positioned all over major road
junctions of the town. No fewer than six Okada r~bbery
incidents have takeil'place in different parts of the
commercial town from last weekend to yesterday Monday,
April 6, 2009, increasing tension and fear among the residents
and visiting traders, {\.mid<ile aged woman was yesterday
dispossessed ofNIOO,OOOshewas carrying in her hand bag
under gun point by two armed robbers operating on a
motorcycle, The WOll'lanWas said to have been given the
money to give sQ1'9eone,but could not see the perSQll;then .
decided to pay the mOlleyintoher bank account. The woman
who was on her way fu the bank after branching to a cy6er
cafe was accosted by the two man robbery gang who
brandished their gun before snatching the bag and took off
at the popular post office along Old Market Road in Onitsba.
Ina similar incident, another two-man robbery gang which
also operated on a motor bike attacked another woman at
Oguta Road by Ojedi Junction but there was nothing to
take as the woman was only carrying a Bible.



Nigeria loses N6.2bn annually to imported: barytes
Ngeria loses over N6.2 billion annually to incessant He said that the government should protect the local . up in furtherance to the Federal Government's initiative on

granting of waivers for the i?l~ortation of~aryte into industries ~ec~use. the!e was s.ubstantial deposit of baryte local con_tenton oi~ and gas pol~cy," he said. I:Ie sa~d that
the country, the Association of Millers and and bentomte illNigeria, He said that the sector would soon the technical committee final review ofthe specification for

Processors of Barytes has said. collapse because it depended 90 per cent on oil industry for drilling fluid materials would take precedence, over other
Mr Veriatus Ams-Amahson, Secretary General of the survival. specifications in the country. He noted that the specification

association disclosed this in Lagos on Monday at a meeting According to him, over the time the oil sector has refused would also assist to check the influx of substandard baryte
of the technical committee on elaboration of standards for to patronise the local manufacturers because they could still into the country.
barytes. get the imported product through the back door. Mr George Osahon, representative of the NNPC, Nigeria
Amahson said that such a development was a bane to the However, the Director General, Standards Organisation of Content Division (NCD) suggested that there should be

mining sector. Nigeria (SON), Dr John Akanya, said that the bane oflocal harmonisation of all international codes and standards on
The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports that barytes firms was how to meet the sector's acceptable standard. the minerals. "Currently, different operators in the industry

is a raw material used in oil exploration, drilling, construction, "Itsrejection and low pricing over the years have created use their own codes and, standards for materials and
plastic, pharmaceutical industries, among others. , a lot of trade disputes between the local miners and the services required in their operation. This is not good," he
He expressed dismay over the persistent importation of consumers. said.

the mineral through waivers in spite of the ban by the Federal " The miners have always accused the purchasers of Osahon said that the multiple standards have poised a
Government. " Unscrupulous importers take advantage of under valuation and down grading of the Nigeria baryte by major challenge for the locally produced goods and services
the waiver to flood the country with imported bariytes raising the issue of quality. and this had made the local product to succumb to the
~e.,~_I!I!~f?;!?p_~~rpa_~~~~f?;_e._?tl?~~ly~~de._~~e.,~~?~~_~i~~ ~~_!he~!~dardisation ?~?_~ry:!~__~!~!~e.~~e.~~~_~_~I2'ste£. __!~po.~e.~?~e..s.~,~~__ .__ _

Electoral Reform: Youths demand
'implementation ofUwais report
The Youth Action ByAbbas Jimoh I society, we are not good at so much on matter

Initiative of Africa, I . encouraging young people concerning the electoral
University of Jos perversion of democracy to get active in political life. reform. We have come to a'

chapter, has demanded the and youths have always Our civil life cannot be crossroads where we must
full implementation of the been on the receiving end complete if the ideas and determine our destiny as a
report of the Justice because we have yield opinions of young people nation and the y'ouths must
MuhanunedLawal Uwais led ourselves as tool and are missing from campaigns be carried along. We demand
Electoral Reform Committee instruments used by the and grassroots effort to full implementation of the
(ERC). politicians to subvert change policy. Young Electoral Reform Committee
Spokesman of the electoral processes. As a people have been ignored Recommendations."

association, Samson Itodo, .--------- ..-..--- ..-----.-- ..----.-.----~-------------.-----.---- ...-

also said Nigeria was at a Expert advocates accountability
crossroad and her young
people must be given the If universities can account in university system
opportunity to take part in properly for the funds
the governance and play they get from both the universities view
h . . . h bl' d h Ruby Rabiut elf part III moving t e pu IC.an t e government, government and its officials
nation forward. they will get more funds from not produced evidence of as uninformed and
"President Yar' adua on inte.mational dOJ?oragencies - successful performance on unrealistic. government

assumptionofofficein2007 which bel ieve In most obligations and are officials are seen as too
following the plethora of transpare!1~y aJ?d unable to do so, they insist impulsive about intervening
allegations of widespread accountability, the Special that statements about in their eagerness to
fraud marring the April 14th Advisor to the Account!int accomplishments by demonstrate to the public
and . 21 st elections General of the Federation universities should be that only their timely
constituted an Electoral and a World Bank outcome oriented rather intervention can assure
ReformCommitteetoreview Consultant,MrP.Omoregie than process oriented. quality and maintain
our electoral process and has said. Most Nigerian universities attainable tuition fees.
make recommendations to Omoregie who was have ceased to produce Earlier the Director
the government for delievering the keynote annual reports, an age long General ~f the National
implementation. The 22 man address on, 'accountability in practice'. Mathematical Council
committee led by retired higher institutions, bursars He continued, Professor SamAle said most
Justice Lawal Uwais had its as drivers at the workshop for 'immediately you mention universities share the same
membership constituted by the committee of bursars of the word accountability funding problems.
credible and well meaning Nigerian universities, said, with reference to the He added that the.
Nigerians but no youth was 'generally. the mere of university reactive and workshop would assist
appointed as a member of accountabi lity evokes quick to label any external bursars who advice their
the committee," Itodo said. mistrust, emotion and more imposition an attack on chief executives on the
He said, "It is beyond often misunderstanding'. academic freedom and utilization of funds to'

: contention that Nigerian His words, 'critics argue institutional autonomy'. acquire skills for
: elections are mostly that most universities have 'on the other hand, performance better.
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the act would not go unpun­
ished.

,L _. From MohammedShosanya,Lagos I

T

he Tmde Union Congress [TUC]has commended
. President Umaru Yar'adua's planned amnesty deal

for militants in the Niger Delta. The union said the
proposed deal was a right step in the right direction and
came at a time when the region badly needed a paradigm
shift. Peter Esiele, President of the union said in a chat
with our correspondent yesterday that the gesture would
go a long way it! engendering a peaceful co-existence
and meaningful development in the volatile region. He'

~urged the militants to sheathe their swords and embrace
the amnesty option being proposed by the Federal Gov­
ernment, saying the region could not grow on internecine
war and violence. He further appealed to the sponsors of

. the militants to desist from such act and be part of change
in the region. The Trade Union leader said his members
supported the latest move by the Federal Government
and urged it to avoid half-measures in the implementa­
tion of the drive.
Court denies mB's cousin bail

I From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna I

D et~ix:ed C:ommissioner fo~ Health under the ad­
ministration of Abdulkadir Kure and cousin of
former military president, General Ibrahim

Babangida, Alhaji Dattijo Aliyu was denied bail yester- tape tofnaugurate
day at the chief magistrate court in Minna. Chief Magis- communication system for Nigeria Police Force in Abuja on Thursday. him are Inspector-General of Police Mike
trate Ahmed Bima, while ruling against the bail applica- Ikiro (left) and Deputy Commissioner ofPoIlee, Force Headquarters Umaru Sule
tion filed by counsel to Alhaji Dattijo Aliyu and Tanko t---:;,;;;:~-:;;---;~-::__":_-------~~---~~::__:_::~======-------------
Mohammed Rajab,MohammedNdayako, said after re- Police a .t 11 . Kit ff dit
viewing the argument of both sides he came to the con- I rres over Ogl s a au I
f~~~~fgt!~~~h~~~~hwi~U~~ii~t~~~~~n~i~ t~:eo~~~~~i~:
& • , AS efforts to sanitize I I I d t H t t drormer commrssioner is facing a joint charge of criminal the Kogi State civil From Sam Egwu,Lokoja na ocumen s. e s a e
conspiracy punishable under section 97 of the penal code, that the report from Minis-
forgery: section 364-14 years imprisonment, falsehood service entered an- ing exercise broke into reg- try showed that deceased Among those arrested
section 393-~ years imprisonment and section 7 (1) of other week yesterday, no istry to distort the original workers were still on the pay yesterday was the Perma­
obtaining and circulating classified official document fewer than 11 members of documents was reported to roll. Phrank explained that nent Secretary in the Minis­
under official secrets law, cap 90 law of Niger state at- staff of the Ministry of'Edu- the Ministry's security op- despite the attemptto distort try, the head of security, se­
tracting 14 years .. Chief magistrate Bima noted that the cation, Science and Technol- eratives but they failed to facts, there was a forensic curity guards on duty, staff
court could only exercise its discretion of granting bail if ogy have been arrested for inform the police. machine to determine when officer, accountant, account­
their offence was carrying less than 3 years imprison- forcefully breaking into the The special Adviser to a document was typed and ing officers and the cashier
ment, adding that the offence which they are standing open registry to tamper with Governor Idris on Public placed on record. who are now helping the
trial for carry a maximum of fourteen years imprisonment. vital documents. Communication and Strat- He maintained that the police in their investiga-
Among the argument was the fact that the former com- The incident which oc- egy, Phrank Shaibu who state government was ready tions.
missioner has the connection to meddle in the process of curred at about 12mid-night spoke to reporters about the to get rid of ghost workers, Others arrested are
investigation if granted bail and to forestall that, he sub- last Saturday when desper- incident said the war had just stressing the state govern- Michael Okoli, StephenAlfa,
mitted that they should be remanded in prison custody ate civil servants who were begun, adding that the at- ment had already started the Abubakar Ibrahim, Omoyese
~~ingth~oo~~~OO~~li~inv~tiptioo~the~re_a~d~y=t_o_~ __ c_a_~_th_e_o_n~g_~__ t_~~p_t_w_as_~_di='~~~o~rt~th=e~oo=~~'~-__ w_a~r~a=n=d~th=e~~~~~e=tr=a=~=rs~o=f~~~~~kandF~

matter. Impeached T:araba CNP'P David. Also in the police netElection: Court dismisses ex-Plateau over the allegation of bur-glary are Monday Akuh,

I . ~~!~!:~f~~~!?I chairman opposes removal ~:~~I~~ru::d~~~~~~i;~~
T

he Court of Appeal sitting in Jos has dismissed the -day, Itwould be recalled that
appeal filed by the former Speaker of the Impeached chairman of the From Fidelis Mac-Leva, selfish desire." // since the commencement of
state House ofAssembly, Emmanuel Go'ar challeng- Conference of Nigerian Jalingo Suleiman used the occa- the staff audit, many ac-

ing the decision of the election petition tribunal that nulli- Political Parties in Taraba sion to direct chairmen of countants and cashiers have
fied his election. The election petition tribunal in Jos had State, Hamidu Suleiman, has He said the group was opposition parties in the state been apprehended for their
last year nullified 'the election of the former Speaker on refused to vacate the office, asking for his removal be- who were given 18-seater alleged role in over bloating

d f I · f th describing his removal as cause he refused to be used buses each by the state's rul- of the monthly wage bill withgroun so exc usion 0 e Democratic People's Party
(DPP) logo and the name ofthe candidate from the ballot unconstitutional. by them to pursue their self- ing PDP government to ac- ghost workers,
papers used in the Pankshin North House of Assembly , At a news conference in ish interests from the state count for the donations Daily Trust gathered
state election which returned Go' ar as the winner. Go' ar Jalingo yesterday, Suleiman PDP led government. within twoweeks or face sane- that some of the workers
who was until January this year the speaker of state House described those who recently "May I categorically state tions. have resorted to patronizing
Assembly had challenged the ruling that the exclusion of signed a document purport- that the allegations contained The donated buses herbalists, pastors and
the DPP logo on the ballot paper as well as the name ofthe edly removing him from of- in the impeachment notice which were accompanied Mallams to escape the wrath
candidate was not his making, hence he could not be held fice as "unscrupulous group against me are fabricated, with N500, 000 cash to each of law if caught. The on -
liable for it. But the Appeal Court in Jos in a judgment of party leaders whose politi- baseless and unfounded de- of the benefiting opposition going staff verification exer­
delivered by Justice Datti Yahaya had aligned itself with cal parties have no single signed to mislead the public parties were allegedly sold cise has left the state gov­
the ruling of the lower tribunal which held that the non structure in the state." with the aim of tarnishing my out by some of the party ernment and the accounts
inclusion of the DPP logo as well as the name of the candi- He said: "I therefore reit- image in order to achieve their chairmen. staff on a collision course.
date had unfairly excluded Kelvin Tongran Dasun, the DPP erate without going back that Owerri zone backs Ohakim 0 b to I
candidate and had ordered a fresh election in that con- IamtheincumbentChairman n gu er ss e

• stituency within 90 days. The Appeal Court also agreed of the CNPP in Taraba State The battl~ for Imo gov- IFrom Jobnkennedy Uzoma, I they assured the governor of
"that for all the candidates to be given equal chanceS, a because my removal must be ernorshlpseatyester-. Owerri . their continued support to
fresh election should be held and ordered that the Inde- by normal parliamentary day took a different . his administration. They ar-
pendent National Electoral Commission (!NEC) conduct a means." dimen~ion with th~peop!e of Chi.efI'I?~woga paid a soli- gued that the zonal arrange-
fresh election within 90 days and ensure that name and According to him, the Owem zone publicly disas- danty visrt to the .governor mentprevailing in Imo State
logo of the candidate be included. Reacting to the judg- Gambo Dan-Iya faction so~iating t~emselves from in Owerri. The peopl~ con- ceded the governorship
ment, counsel to Dasun, S.S, Obende said they were happy which signed for his im- Chief Martin Agbaso over tended that the continued ticket to Okigwe zone, add­
with it as it is an opportunity for them to go back to the peachment lacked the the court process against court process against the ing that they would not want
polls. On his part, the counsel to Go' ar, S. G. Odey said his grounds to initiate impeach- Governor IkediOhakim, The governor had continued to be part of any detractions
client was ready to ig back to the field. Go'ar was until ment proceedings against people made their stand distract government. Chief that would truncate the noble
recently the Speaker of the state House of Assembly where him, saying: "I cannot be re- known when a delegation of Nwoga used the forum to call arrangement that -has
he was ousted out on the grounds of vote of no confi- moved through dubious I the zone made up of nine 10- o~ Ag.baso to discontin~e brought peace and tranquil-
dence b the members of the House. means or by proxy." I cal government areas led by with his court process while ity to the place.

N
TUC backS amnesty- deaffor

Niger Delta militants

Daily Trust Tuesday, April 7, 2009Page 10
j,



Chinedu Ibekwe
7, Udo Udoma Street

Asokoro, Abuja, Nigeria. April 5, 2009

6. J have referred the reports of the various publications to my solicitors with a
view to seeking redress through legal and legitimate means for the malicious

: libel and contrived falsehoods purveyed in the said publications.
~ urge both the media and the generality of Nigerians not to be hoodwinked by the
obvious desperate antics of the powerful and stupendously richentities who are behind
these obscene assaults on the sensibilities of discerning Nigerians, and who stand to
benefit from the death of the power probe report.
:rhe House of Representatives, in its wisdom. is at liberty to either succumb [against the
facts established by the power probe] to the pressures of powerful and untouchable
entities, or rise to the challenge of maintaining its integrity through a dispassionat
examination of the findings of malfeasance and non-performance in the power sector. A
the saying by the venerated Uthman Dan Fodio goes, "Conscience is an open woun

. only the truth can heal it".
! Signed:

5. There appears to be a well-funded, sponsored and orchestrated attempt to defame
me, malign my person and discredit my professional integrity with a view to
ultimately killing the report of the power probe panel, without proper examination
o~t.he facts contained therein and exhibited during the public hearings and site I
VISitS.

[: 4. I'deny categorically any statement or claim purporting that I confessed to have
written the report, either single-handedly or in part, or admitting bias, or
subjectivity in the preparation of any input(s) that went into the report. The
reportage and claims in the said publications and electronic media have no basis
in fact or truth, and do not in any way reflect my testimony before the 7-rnan ad­
hoc Committee, and can only be the product of either jaundiced imaginations or
unadulterated journalistic hackeryl

3. I also told the ad-hoc Committee that the role of my firm was limited to conducting
forensic examination of records of oral testimony [verbatim reports], exhibits
admitted during the public hearing, and written and/or electronic records of
findings during the visits to numerous sites by the Committee. Ialso categorically
told the review committee that neither my firm nor myself wrote the Power Probe
Report, but made findings of fact from the investigation records, which were
then passed on to the probe panel which made its own recommendations.

I NIGERlANSCANNOT BE DECEfvED

i I DID NOT WRITE
THE POWER

P.ROBEREPORTiMattention has been drawn to several publications in the media on the 3rd of
.1 April, 2009, particularly The Guardian, Leadership" the Nigerian Compass
: nd also on the AfT discussion program Focus Nigeria, as well as THISDAY,
[Ihe Sunday Newspaper of 5th April 2009, referring to my appearance on the l " of April,
~009, before the 7-man ad-hoc committee of the House of Representatives charged with
reviewing the recommendations ofthe report ofthe House Committee on Power, popularly
referred to as the Power Probe Report.
~n .its front page re~ort captioned "Consultant admits bias in power probe report" /he
~nters of the Guardian report stated as follows: "a consultant and author of the document
admitted that he was biased in its preparation" .... "the expert, who wrote the report of the
Ndudi Elumelu probe panel .... Said that he was subjective in packaging the over 200-
'page document for the Committee on Power & Steel". The Guardian piece further went on
~osay that "His confession seems to have corroborated earlier claims by some members
of the committee that the consultant was prejudiced in writing the report". The piece then
[wenton to say that "Ibekwe, who appeared before the new committee agreed to injecting
prejudice in carrying out the assignment after losing bids to handle contracts with different
company names", and that "Ibekwe said he W!lS disheartened that none of the numerous
companies he propped up for the contracts was chosen ... ".
~am also aware that similar news reports appeared in other print and electronic media,
:Whichfrom the near identity of the phraseology and content confirm them to have been
~uthored, syndicated and planted by the same author(s), purveying in essence the same
~alse claims as that of the Guardian report.
!For the avoidance of doubt, and to set the record straight, I wish to state as follows:

1. At no time during my appearance, before the 7-rnan review committee on the l"
of April 2009, did Iadmit writing the report of the Elumelu probe panel.

2. While responding to a question by the committee chairman regarding my role in
the power probe as well as in the preparation of the report, 1stated that my firm,
working in collaboration with four other consulting companies, acted as
consultants to the Committee on Power, and that my firm's role was limited to
carrying out technical and process audits of contracts and projects awarded
between 1999 and 2007.
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IFrom Andrew AgbeSe,Josl

ing on the petition involving
him, was not properly com­
posed to deliver the judg­
ment.

Presiding judge, Justice
Datti Yahaya while deliver­
ing judgment on the appeal
filed by Dr. Onmeje agreed
that the election petition tri­
bunal breached the consti­
tutional right of the appellant
when the Chairman of the tri­
bunal solely sat in adopting
the written addresses with­
out the remaining members
of the tribunal.

Muktar's administration to
build a perimeter wall round
Government House when he
was governor of Kaduna
state, was equally greeted
with criticisms. Dubbani
pointed out that several
years after Muktar has left
office, the fence is still stand­
ing and serving the purpose
for which it was built. Like­
wise, he also argued, the
structures that Governor
Sambo is presently erecting
in Government House will
outlive him and serve the
people of Kaduna state.

.have bordered to react to the
story if it had been published
in another medium.

He recalled that the deci­
sion of Col Abdullahi Sarki

even if the complete amount
is paid to the company that
is producing transformers
today, the earliest that they
will be delivered is 12
months. "Yet our govern­
ment is saying that in eight
month's time, we will have
6,000 megawatts, "he
pointed out, adding that
"that means that the govern­
ment is making fool of us".

He also said that the en­
tire re-branding project
which is being undertaken
by the federal government is
unnecessary, arguing that
the government just needs
to do the right thing and the
people will applaud it. ColAli
praised the recent Ghanaian
election where the opposi­
tion won.

He decried the high inci­
dence of corruption in the
country, noting that "career
politicians are our problem in
this country". The former
governor also said that so
long as these crop of politi­
cians hold sway, there can
never be free and fair elec­
tion in this country. "And if
there will never be free and
fair election inNigeria, there
will never be good gover­
nance in this country."

A n Appeal Court sit­
ting in los has up­
held the election of

the Benue State House of
Assembly minority whip Dr.
Stephen Onmeje

The election of the minor­
ity whip had earlier been an­
nulled by an Election Peti­
tion Tribunal sitting in
Makurdi due to a petition
filed by the PDP candidate
in the election for the Agila,
Ulayi, Izigban state constitu­
ency. Dr Onmeje had ap­
pealed the ruling of the elec­
tion petition tribunal on
grounds that the tribunal at
the time it delivered its rul-

project as idle politicians
whose stock-in-trade is to
parade themselves as mem­
bers of the opposition but in
actual fact they are just out
to blackmail government in
order to be "settled". ~

According to Dubbani,
he deemed it necessary to
react to the publication so as
to erase the negative image
that the story has portrayed
ofKaduna state government
amongst the teeming readers
of Sunday Trust.The special
assistant who praised all the
publications in the stable of
Media Trust for their objec­
tivity, said that he wouldn't

From Ibrabeem Musa,
Kaduna

Col Ali said that accord­
ing to experts, Nigerians can
never get 6,000 megawatts of
electricity in eight months
because the nation doesn't
have dry gas to power our
thermal stations. "We do not
have a refining industry to
channel our liquefied gas
into dry gas for those ther­
mal stations," he said, add­
ing that this can not be built
in a short time.

The former governor also
said that even if all our hy­
dro and thermal stations
combined have the 6,000
megawatts to distribute, the
national grid can not carry
the power load. "Our trans- .
formers for distribution(of
power) are dead, they can
not distribute more than four
thousand megawatts," he
said. For this reason, there
is the need to change both

. the grid and transformers in
order to distribute 6,000
megawatts assuming the
hydro and thermal stations
are functioning at full capac­
ity, he added.

The ex ACF scribe said
that an expert told him that

From Ibraheem Musa,
Kaduna

Appeal Court upholds election
of Benue minority whip

It is no~c~rrect to refer to
the building of more ad­
ministratiye blocks within

Sir Kashim Ibrahim House as
a white elephant project or a
drain pipe because the.
project is aimed at housing
key members of the execu­
tive arm ofKaduna state gov­
ernment under one roof for
ease and proper coordina­
tion, Alhaji Habibu Dubbani,
a Special Assistant to Gov­
ernor Namadi Sambo has
said.

The special assistant
who came to the Kaduna
bureau of Daily Trust, was
reacting to a Sunday Trust
cover story ofMarch 29 edi­
tion, titled "New Govern­
ment Houses as drain pipes:
How governors use projects
to waste billions of naira."

He further said that it is
wrong for the publication to
describe the building of a few
office blocks as a "new Gov­
ernment House", giving the
impression that a completely
new edifice is being con­
structed. The truth of the
matter, Dubbani said, is that
the publication lumped the
states that are building en­
tirely new structures with
Kaduna state, which is just
making additions to the ex­
isting Government House.

The governor's aide also
faulted the story, arguing
that the cost of project was
not given in the publication
"and yet the writer con­
cluded that it is a drain pipe."
He described critics of the

The Federal Govern­
meat's premise to in­
crease the present

power supply to 6,000 mega­
watts in the next eight
months is not achievable
and President Umaru
Yar'adua should tell Nigeri­
ans the truth, retired Col
Nameed Ibrahim Ali, former
military administrator of

. Kaduna state has advised. .
Retired Col Ali who is the

immediate past Secretary
General of Arewa Consulta­
tive Forum(ACF), gave the
advice on Saturday in Zaria,
while contributing to Dr
Usman Bugaje's paper, in a
public lecture that was
organised by the Movement
for a better future.

According to him, presi­
dent Yar'adua made the
promise during the last Na­
tional Executive
Council(NEC) meeting of the
Peoples Democratic
Party(PDP) which held in
Abuja lastFriday. Inthe same
vein, Alhaji IkraAliyu Bilbis,
the minister of state for In­
formation echoed the
president's promise while
declaring open the Guild of
Editors' meeting in Kaduna ,
he noted.

Government House Kaduna not
a drain pipe Special Assistant
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6,000MW not possible in
8months-HameedAli
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Ending "thechaos in Ebiralan~
The Ebira people of the central ! ByBuhariO.Sani I monster they created is threatening to consume (Though Islam allows polygamy, i.e. a man

senatorial district of Kogi State have L_._.______ i them too as some of them can no longer go marryingmore thanonewife, thosewho engage
an interestinghistory.They wereknown of us. Okene, for instance, is a strategic home becauseof thefearofmolestationorbeing in it must be able to treat their wives fairly and

generally for good characterwhich is indicative intercession between EastlWest and theNorth. killed. It is unfortunate that Ebira is being train their children to become good human
of theirname. Suchqualitiesas integrity,valour, Each time the town explodes, travellers represented or led by thugs who fought their beings). But in our own case, a lot of wayward
gallantry, honesty and hard work were experience a lot of hardship, taking tortuous way to power. The quality of representation is children are produced in the process because
associated with them. Religion, culture and detours to avoid the eye of the storm. The area so low that Ebira people frequently compare we only want to satisfy our urges, not take
tradition were the bedrock of their integration is the nerve centre of commercial activities in their political leaders to the tenth eleven team responsibility. These children are untrained,
as a distinct social group in Nigeria with a the state. It contributes more than 70 per cent of a soccer community, uneducated and left on the streets to fend for
conunon history, language, and world view. of intemally generated revenue in the state. Instead of mobilizing the people against themselves. Such children often do not value
Their love for one another and even more for One of the factors responsible for the economic and political injustices in the state, either their own lives or other lives. They do
strangers is legendary. History is replete with continuedpoliticaltunnoilisitscriminalneglect such as the lopsidedness in political not respect authority. They do not respect
several instances where such deep affection by both the Abubakar Audu and Ibrahim Idris appointments, in the state civil service and in elders. They are anti-social. They need serious
for one another had united them to pursue a administrations. Since 1999, there have been the provision of amenities and social services, rehabilitation to be productive members of the
common course. no major state government projects in the area Ebira leaders are pursuing only their selfish society.
This is why it is difficult to understand or that can engage the army of restive youths interests. Calculations/or 2011 or 20.12have Iwould liketoappealto PresidentUmarMusa

rationalize the seemingly unending chaos and there.The Obehira-IhirnaRoad andEgeRoads beencitedforrenewedviclence inEbirarecently. Yar'adua and other leaders of this country to:
killingsinthe areatoday.Itismostdisheartening which the state government claimed to have Instead of engaging youths in productive save Ebiraland from self-annihilation. It is:
that gun fights have become a daily routine in spent a lot of money constructing are already employment, some Ebira leaders are restocking obvious that our leaders have failed to disarm
this homogenous community. A whole falling apart. Local government allocations are their armouries with sophisticated weapons. those they have armed. The state government;
generation of children is growing up in allegedly heavily "audited" before they get the Itis onrecordthat inFebruary2007,theSpecial is playing evil politics over the crisis. Ebifa
Ebiraland who have known no other life than five local councils in the senatorial zone. What Anti-robbery Squad stormed Ebiraland and .people should desist from taking politics as an
wanton killings and hooliganism. finally gets to the local government is spent on arrested some thugs found in possession of occupation and imbibe the hard working spirit;
Fuelled largely by ruthless political agenda salaries and overheads. Nothing is left for small arms and light weapons, but they were of their fore fathers.Themust end to thevioleirti

and retrogressiveclannish sentiments,violence public works projects that can generate mass bailed out by their sponsors and the case has clannish rivalries. Ebira is too small to be I
in Ebiraland has become banal. Ebiraland is employment for idle youths. not been pursued again. This sort of thing fragmented along clans. Continued obsession I
today as dangerous as the Niger Delta. Ithas, Stateand localgovernments inthe areasmust breeds impunityandallowsthuggeryto flourish. with clans is a sign of backwardness. All:
arguably,more guns per capita than anywhere urgently provide resources for the engagement Last month, one of the local governments in the progressive societies have gone beyond su~h!
else in Nigeria. Yet, the state government is of idle and vulnerableyoung people in the area. area decided to dole out huge SUfllS ofmoney to atomization. .! !
ringing itshand as ifit ispowerless. Traditional This is oneofthewaysto stopthepoliticalunrest these same hoodlums as part of its poverty Similarly, abusive songs by folk singers I
institutionsinthe area havebeen compromised, inEbiraland.The stategovenunentcan no longer alleviationprogramme.It ledtomorekillingsand should no longer be encouraged-Such songs;
commanding no respect from the rampaging continue to hide its head in the sand as if the mayhem as thebeneficiaries fought themselves are the triggers of conflicts. We must rebuild!

• young thugs. The state government sees problem does not exist. It is time to confront it over the sharing formula. Needless to say that our family system to be able to impact in out
political benefits in the turbulence in the most with sincerity and an open mind. It says a lot some of thismoneywill go into thepurchase of children the sacredness of human lives,respep~
vocal section of the state. If they keep killing about the quality of leadership in the state that more weapons formore killings.By doling out for authority and age, the ethos of hard work
themselves, it is reasoned, they will not be in a the killings have gone on for so long without suchmoney,the impressionisbeing createdthat and honesty. Parent must be more responsible!
position to complain aboutmarginalization.As intervention.Thepoliceareoutnumbered,under- criminalitypays.Ofcourseit is awellknownfact They should not bring children to this world-if
for the embattled traditional leadership, such equipped 'and confused over whether the that some of these thugs are millions who ride they are in no position to look after them.
unending hostility distracts attention from the political leadership in the state actually has the thebest cars and liveopulently.They havemade I feel -greatly pained by the bloodbath in
questions currently being raised about its politicalwill to tackletheproblem. thuggery attractive to thousands of young Ebiraland. The actions of a few misdirected
legitimacyandmorality. Political leaders from the area also stand people. people have stigmatized a noble and proud
Everyone ought to b» concerned about the indicted.They have not offeredtrue leadership. The social dimension of the problem is to be people, My heart bleeds for Ebiraland. This

mayhem in Ebiraland. The needless loss of Most of the dysfunctional youth in the area found in the break down of the family system should not be the case.
human lives daily should stir our collective today were allegedly recruited and armed by in Ebira.Anaverage Ebira man marries many B uhari lives in A buja .
.c_Q~ie.nce_._Th~E.12_irn.k!llings._g_e.hUIDJUliz.e._a11____pQ_!!ti~j_~n~!!!__4_~~~~uest _f9!J?Qwer· 11!~_~wjvesand stilLk~ps__pl_enty_ of c_onG.lJb.ine_s.!~.MlllttlQQZ@J!JJb_QQ",C.J!llt __.~ .__ . ... j _

We will conclude this discourse on our
recommendations onNigeria's response to the
global economic crisis especially how it is
devastating our economy and social life
especially the alarming loss the country is
suffering at the stock market in spite of all the
assurances given by the CBN Governor
Chukuma Charles Soludo that the country is
shielded from any serious threat. This alone is
enough to demand for his immediate
resignation to save the country from further
calamity. The rurnour going round that he is
strongly lobbying for the renewal of his tenure
for the second time as well as the alleged plan
to wage a huge media relations campaign and
propaganda by his etlmic brethren should be
condemned and resisted by all. It is a great '
shame that all the so-called consolidation-of
our banks into 20 in the country has not
shielded the countrydespite all the lieswe were
told. Government should please use the big
stick and clear out the mess in the financial
sector.This is a time of crisis and the use of kid
gloves or sweet heart deals will notwork. OnIy
drastic measures will work one of which is for
the federal Government to reacquire' the shares
of some of the leading banks in the country
and not provide any stimulus or bailout
packages. The embarrassment and lessons for
not invitingto therecentG20 sununit inLondon
is very instructive. Our future for now lies on
the faithful and relentless implementation of
the 7-Point Agenda to achieve its lofty
programmes and ideals. Our hope rests on
Vision 20-20-20 and we must work extremely
hard to reach there.

,
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-cent (2~403,300)shares ofthe issued Ordll1aIY
Share Capital of the Company making Lafarge
Group the undisputed owners of the company.
In this regard, our view is simply that the

govenunentsofBomo, Yobe,Adamawa,Taraba,
BauchiandGombe statesshouldbe allowedand
directedto acquire at least40 per centholdingof
the company. Their active participation in the
company shouldensureequityand transparency
in therunningofthe company.Todate,onlyGod
knows how much was transferred out of the
company to France under different guises. The
sic North East states governments would also
ensure the recruitment of their people and the
distributionof cement in theirareas.
The next sector that the FederalGovenunent

should take head-on is the textile sector where
theplan of releasinga 70BillionNaira stimulus
package has been on the drawing board in the
last three years, even before President Obama
was voted into the White House. The time for
action isnow and the govemment shouldutilize
the funds to acquire the shares ofthe big textile
companies and allow the states governments
to also acquire. The suffering by the workers
and their dependents is beyond
comprehension. Just drive to Kaduna and visit
the Kakuri areas and see how many gallons of
tears would come out of your eyes.

lndustrles PIc as the fOi:eignteClmicaIpartner~
But as the wind of the ill-fatedprivatization of
the govenunent blew across the country in
2002, so were the fortunes as well as the
ownership of the company. The federal
government sold off its shares to Blue Circles
while the shares of the state governments were
sold in some caSes in a most questionable
manner. In Bomo state for instance, there was
aMilitary Administratorat thetimewhovirtually
sold all the state govenunent's shares to his
relation who is not even from that state. Also
take the case of Bauchi State where recent
disclosures revealed the questionable manner
inwhich a leadingpolitician fromGombe State
comered and acquired a large chunk of the
share.Virtuallythe story is the same whether in
Yobe,Adamawa orTaraba states.But strangely
in 2001, the French company, Lafarge Group
acquired the Blue Circle Industries PIc
worldwide there by inheriting theAshakacem
and made it its subsidiary. In case you don't
know,LafargeGroupisaworldleaderinbuilding
materials and has 71,000 employees in 70
countries. Todate, Lafarge Group holds 50 per
cent sharesofAshakacem (731,250,000)shares
of the issued ordinary Share Capital of the
Company.Indeed, Lafarge (Nigeria)Limited, a
Subsidiary of Lafarge SA also hold 0.16 per

U t week, we concluded our discourse
y appeakirrg ~to the federal
overnment to take over the most

strategic and commanding heights of our
economy and invest heavily in order to tackle
the global economic meltdown that has
continued to ravage our stock market.
According to latest reports, the market, which

~ was the leading Africa's best performance
during the past decade posted the biggest
decline worldwide in the first quarter of this
year as bad loans to speculators pushed bank
valuationto an all-time low.TheNigerian Stock
Exchange All Share Index, according to the
report of Bloomberg, an American financial
software news and data company, fell 37 per
cent this year, the steepest quarterly decline in
more than a decade and the worst of 89
benchmark indexes tracked by the Bloomberg
Stocks inAfrica's largest oil producing nation
reached a five-year low recently.
From our call for the federal government to

reacquires its sold shares in some of the big
banks, we similarly appeal to the government
to acquires shares in the textile industry,
insurance, cement and other sectors strategic
to our economic wellbeing as a nation. Byway
of illustration,we will take theAshakacem Pic
where so many things went wrong including
how the original shareholders like Bauchi,
Gombe and Bomo States govemments were
short-changed. This company was established
in 1974andconunenced production in 1979.Its
original owners included the govenunents of
theNorth EasternstatesofNigeria, somebanks,
thefederalgovernmentaswell as theBlueCircle
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What is your govemment doing about unemployment in this
country? We are waiting for your action on this problem. Itis
affecting the lives of the many unemployed people inNigeria.
CharlesEsthon Kundi Jen, Karim Lamido, TarabaState,
07066886066.

OBJ demeaned himself
Itwas demeaning for Obasanjo to make public what they
discussed in secrecy with Atiku. After all there is nothing
wrong withAtiku's move to reconcile. Obasanjo should be
more thoughtful ifhe wants people to trust him.
Isa Musa Matori, 08066889900.

Well done PSC
I say kudos to the Police Service Commission (PSC) for
looking into the case of Assistant Commissioner of Police
(ACP) Zakari Biu. The commission deserves commendation
for doing the right thing.
Ahmadu Betara Aliyu, 08069567730

Nigeria is independent
OnMondayMarch 30, 2009 (page 2),Daily Trustcarried a story
titled ''Nigeria is under om watch list" which was attributed to
oneAmericanMr.Leonard Leo. Lethimknow thatNigeria is an
independent state with full sovereignty like theirs.
JV.Dankan~ 08035770832

To Mr President
Power supply in Nigeria is degenerating from worse to worst.
President Yar'adua should do something about the darkness
hovering all over the nation. You have a big responsibility
to punish those who put us in this mess.
Saho Shehu, U1Rimi,Kaduna, 07039107332.

Text us (i"ir 08059100257 ..

wicked theAmerican '5are to
the immigrants (non­
citizens) III form of Racism,
they will always say GOD
BLESS AMERICA, and the
Kenya's as underdeveloped
they are, they called
themsclv cs PRIDE OF
AFRICA.
Fellow Nigerian's this is

our country: let us forget
whatever selfish and
devilish altitude of some of
our leaders and begin to do
what is right as our own
individual sacrifice. to our
good and great nation. Let
us support Dora Akuyili's
policy of rebranding
Nigeria. Nigeria. .. Good
people, Great nation.
Kumuyi Shogo Benedict,

WuseZone 1,Ahuja.

NABTEB, what's up?
The National Business and Technical Examination Board
should release the 2007 labour trade test results. A lot of us
need the result and we don't know what is holding it.
Christopher Sunday, 08066385318

To Gov Sule Lamido
Governor Sule lamido of Jigawa State should remember to
start his recruitment bid of professors from PDP national
secretariat, starting from Prof. Rufai Alkali. He doesn't have
to go overseas.
Danjuma Muye, 08036616767

CBN, pay us our money
PleasetelltheCentralBankofNigeria(CBN)shouldpaydepositors
of wonder bank since-the money is in its custody, CBN should
not sit on the money when the owners need it badly.
Isah Usman, 08059143814

GLO and our privacy
The National Communications Commission (NCC) should
tell GLO telecommunications company to-stop invading our
privacy unnecessarily by its unsolicited advert text
messages. It is irritating to be getting 2-3 messages almost
on daily basis.
B. O. Ohande, 08058433128

Abuja-Lokoja highway
The Federal Government should stop delaying the
dualisation of Abuja-Lokoja high way. Many lives are being
elaimed daily through ghastly accidents. Dualising the
highway will reduce accident on that busy route.
Musa UmarAngulu, Achara, Kogi State, 08032875631

slogan implies. If we should country. Nigenan's are
take a good look at the accommodating, friendly
av er age Citizen 0 f this and peaceful people even to
country, we'll note that they foreigners that resides
hav e a very good heart, amongst us, compared to
inspite of the harsh any other countnes as far as
treatments we received from Iam concern.
our <;0 cal led leaders, My point is that there IS
courtesy of their economic, no need of been politically
f.nanc ia and resource or personally bias about this
mismanag ments. great idea of the Hon.
You will agree With me Minister as re-branding or

that if we are not GOOD and re-labeling our country 11:0m
GREAT in this country some black to white, knowing
of our achievements in our fully well that nobody will
neighbonng countnes and do It for us, we can only do
the world at large would it for ourselves, either good
have not been possible. Is it . or bad it is what we call or
the peacekeeping mission in paint oursel ves that the
Liberia, and Sudan or outsiders will call us.
welfare and shelter that are I love Americans and
being given to refugees that Kenyan's for one thing, no
are been brought into this matter how unfriendly and

igeria and the drivers
In one of osu, Tn/51

publications this past
week someone briefly

made mention of numerous
messages the Nigeria film
makers (Nollywood) is
passing to the outside world
as one of the major medium
the Han. Minister of
Information and
Communication can lise in
conveying messages to the
outsiders 111 her campaign
towards re brandrng
Nigeria.
It is obvious that some of

the pictures these film
producers arc painting
concerning this country are
TRUE, but I can tell you
there ale lot of GOOD and
GREAT side s 111 every
Nigerian JUSl as our new

/

Talkofa
megaparty

number of'oppositi0l! figures recently had
meeting in Abuja where they announced

. n intent to set up what they called a mega
political party in order to challenge the ruling
Peoples Democratic Party at the next elections
in 2011. Many Nigerians who are fed up with the
growing arrogance of the ruling party whose
leader-s have been talking of ruling Nigeria for
the ne t 60 ~cars or even to eternity are likely to
welcome au} move that could m ke their votes
count in the choice of vi 0 rules them. It rna
however be too early to say \ hether indeed tlll<;
latest effort bv the opposltion '11mean mu

just 11 e of the It' incumpc nee that
., . e i, turn into a ne roue part. state in
spite of having about 50 registered political parties.
Daily Trust considers the announcement by the

opposition fiaures as a welcome one especially if
it "ill enrich the democratic space that seem to
be getting increasiugly limited since the return
to civilian rule in 1999.~nnouncing the intent to
float a mega party is however the easy part as
events that followed the announcement have
shown. So far at least one of the parties
represented at the Abuja meeting the Progressive
Peoples Alliance PPA, has since dissociated itself
with the idea of a mega p rty. Many others are
also unsure of what it means giving rise to the
suggestion that the whole idea is at best work in
progress.
A lot of effort need to be put into the idea of

the mega party before it begins to look like a
serious attempt to take on the PDP behemoth.
The promoters of the new party will need to flesh
out a lot of details that can provide the policy
alternatives to what the ruling party 'stands for in
order for tile electorates to compare and contrast
so as to make an informed choice when the time
comes. In fact it is possible that at the end of the
day it is not even a new party that is promoted
but a kind of alliance that is formed by the
opposition parties in order to present a common
front to the ruling PDP. It should be sobering to
those promoting a mega party now that Nigeria's
political landscape has seen many of such brave
attempts at alliances or big parties which have
however not been successful in dislodging a ruling
party from power.
As it is there seem to be just too many small

parties that seem to have been set up just to
benefit from the grant given to them by the
electoral commission. This newspaper has had
cause to decry the situation whereby in the books
of INEe there are dozens of parties while the
political space is dominated by just one huge party
and 2-3 little ones. If Nigeria's opposition
politicians are serious about displacing the ruling
PDP it may well be good that they learn an
important lesson from what happened in other
African countries where the only time an
opposition group ever get the chance to defeat a
.ruling party is when they come together and
present a credible and formidable alternative. That
will only be possible in Nigeria when the senior
opposition politicians are able to rise above their
big ambition of becoming presidents or governors
and doing the hard work of building a platform
that could be a rallying point for the majority of
Nigerians who are eager for an alternative to the
current ruling party. The promoters of the mega
party should also be mindful that when such
parties or alliances are just for getting to power
they begin to unravel as soon as that is achieved.
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Uganda and Rwanda were, however,
poor imperialists. They reached
Kinshasa with Kabila but forgot to

lie low. Their military and political officers
grabbed top jobs around Kabila, thereby
arousing resentment in local people against
black colonizers from two mini-countries in
the east of that huge country. To keep his
legitimacy, Kabila was forced to throw them
out. Surprisingly, he even became an ally of
the despicable Hutu genocide politicians
and militias across from the Rwanda border.
The counter-move by Rwanda and Uganda,
probably animated by the historical scandal
of a miserably tiny once Belgium ruling the
vast Congo, led to a second invasion to
grab Power and overthrow Kabila That 'new
empire" search forced Angola, Zimbabwe,
Namibia, and far away Eritrea, to send in
troops to fight on Kabila's side.
Both Rwanda and Uganda sent in their

troops and also financed and armed local
allies. Rwanda had the advantage of a
historically resident kith and kin, the over
300,000 strong "Banyamulenge" (or Tutsi
who are locally disputed natives of Congo,
many of whom had been recruited into the
RPF. Both invading armies and local allies
would bring war and havoc into the Congo;
and that land still bleeds across north-eastern
and eastern -sectors of that country in 2009.
Sarkozy's invitation to Kabila to share

Cont'dfrom yesterday'Sbackpage
Sarkozy as ~g Leopold U.Co..go

I Congolese, and Mobutu's corrupt regime, calling for what he termed a "new
- - --- _y)'__~k_e~I_~_O~I!__ ___ the new war regimes continued to deny the momentum" in economic cooperation in the

Congo's wealth with Rwanda was both peoples and economy of the Congo internal Great Lakes region. He must, however, also
cynical and contemptuous of Congolese life growth, development and welfare. Like the announce a French, European Union and
and memories considering that, by after Belgian invasion ofLumumba's Congo one United Nations Special Congo Fund for
1996, Rwanda established a "Congo Desk" week after independence on 30th June, 1960, economic reconstruction as a vital form of
in the ministry of Defence charged with France's engineered-genocide and Rwanda! reparations. They were soiled by the blood
organizing the mining of coltan, diamond, Uganda two-waves of invasions of of genocide in Rwanda and the apparent
gold and other minerals, in central and Mobutu's and Kabila's Congo, would bring plot to partition and paralyze the prospect
eastern Congo, for marketing in the illegal secessionist wars and destruction of hope of a renaissance in the Congo after the fall
international minerals market. Coltan (used and the road to promised road to of Mobutu. Zimbabwe; Angola, Namibia,
for making cell phones and computer chips), development. Chad, Sudan, Eritrea, Uganda and Rwanda
earned Rwanda 40 million dollars in 1999 Sarkozy should be' Ignored and his (who took into Kabila's Congo what would
alone .. Rwanda's troops guarded mining sadistic sense of humour condemned. His be called "Africa's First International War"),
'operations, and aircrafts hired for exporting ploy to bribe Rwanda's leaders by calling owe it to the blood of the tortured
and importing goods into Congo. Unlike the for what he calls a "re-foundation of the Congolese, and their looted natural
more disciplined Rwanda operations, region" cannot take France offthe hook of resources, the honour of convening a
Uganda's military officers were reported by international responsibility for genocide. conference at which the re-quilting and re­
a United Nations study team to have looted Israel and her supporters have taught the construction of the Congo would be agreed
and sold these resources for their own world the lesson of permanent upon. It would be a modernized form of
pockets rather than for the state's treasury. , responsibility for seeking to honour victims traditional African "blood money". George
French nationals and companies were of genocide by demanding reparations and Alagiah, the BBC correspondent who
accused by the same United Nations report legal punishment for its perpetrators. So far reported from Kinshasa Mobutu's last days
of taking part in this regime oflooting the only Hutu leaders have been accused. in power, was only partially correct in seeing
Congo, including selling guns to militias to Sarkozy should be required to supply Mubutu's fall as an event whose planning
ensure access to the minerals, timber and Kagame with the list of French nationals and control was totally in the hands of
coffee. who are guilty of planning the Rwanda African leaders. There is, however, now a
A second feature of the tragedy of Congo genocide. The rule oflaw against that crime window of opportunity for the African

was that these operations brought murders, cannot be discriminatory in its coverage; Union to assume major control for the re­
death from malnutrition and disease, rape, catching only Hutu victims. Rwanda and the making of development, hope. and human
constant harassment and internal African Union owe the world the duty of dignity in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
displacement for the ordinary peoples of the honouring the example that Israel and the Concluded.
Congo. Like King Leopold's regime that international Jewish community has set. Oculi is Executive Director, Africa
hacked off hands of over five _milli0!:l __S~kozy_~hou~<!__1:>~_~_on~~~tul~ed_!~E_~ion 525 Initiative_. ~

Homosexuality as transgression beyond limits
Qays and gay activist 'groups

congregated at the National
Assembly on the II th of March,

20 .0 protest a bill seeking to ban same
sex marriages in Nigeria. What the groups
and their activists want us to accept is that
'prejudice. against homosexuals could be
extinguished only if, as homosexuals, they
were accepted as normal'. The
sensationalist acts of these individuals and
their supporters show that the face of
Nigerian culture is changing - but only for
. the worse. The singular impact of the show
of shame was to demonstrate that
homosexuality is bold and here, that it is
normal sexual orientation that is 'neither a
defect, a disturbance, a sickness, nor a
malfunction of any sort'. But the truth is
that homosexuality is an illness, and can be
anything but normal. A simple definition of
normality offered more than 50 years ago is
that it is 'that which functions in accordance
with its design'. Homosexuality would quite
obviously not follow that simple definition.
Those supporters, of this global cancer

who severely criticize every opponent of
their pathology speak of realism and
pragmatism. They argue that the vast
majority of the citizens whose rights they
seek to dispense must view their campaign
as a humane, democratic and progressive
act necessary to adapt in a fast changing
world. They claim that their only concern is
to see a nation where all its citizens shall be
cherished and protected against
discrimination by the law; that Nigeria and
her citizens must not be left behind as
societies progress into a world where
prejudice against homosexuality is non­
existent. Wi11 these individuals and the
groups that support them readily advance
the same 'humane, democratic and
progressive' argument to defend a condition
such as paedophilia if it was simply
declassified as an illness? It was not until
December 15, 1973 that homosexuality itself
was declassified as an illness from the
official Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders of the American
Psychiatric Association due, not to any
rigorous scientific or scholarly work, but to
the furious campaign of the Washington,
D.C., branch of the Mattachine Society - a

For one to be sexually attracted to someone
of the same sex is a deviation from the rule.
All divine messages condemn homosexuality
and relate the story and punishment of the
People of Lot who were indulging in this
major sin. In reference to these people the
Holy Qur'an states: "Of all the creatures in
the world, will ye approach males, and leave
those whom Al1ah has created for you to be
your mates? Nay, ye are a people
transgressing all limits!" (26: 165-166). Allah
thus considers such doings to be a
transgression. Yet elsewhere we read, "For
ye practice your lusts on men in preference
to women: ye are indeed a people
transgressing beyond bounds." (7:81.»."And
we rained down on them a shower (of
brimstone): Then see what was the end of
those who indulged in sin and crime!"(7: 84).
"He (Lot) said: "0my Lord! help Thou me
against people who do mischief!" (29: 30).
Marriage and family setting traditionally

consist of a male and female(s) as the
foundation on which a society functions
properly. God enshrined this rule when He
created Adam and Eve- not Adam and Steve.
There are sufficient scholarly findings on
marriage from a variety of disciplines to
show the crucial importance of marriage for
society. These findings further show that
children are the reason for public interest in
marriage. These are the societal foundations
-which those engaged in political drive
toward ever-greater equality campaign for
the homosexuals are seeking to attack and
dismantle. The imperatives are however
clear. Our elected legislators must each
decide their vote on the bill on the crucial
issues of public good and public interest.
They must follow their conscience and the
overwhelming public opinion which favours
total ban on same sex marriages in Nigeria.
This is because the lewd debauchery called
homosexuality is more dangerous to the
moral wellbeing of the nation than a
standing aimy. This is an interesting time
for Nigerians according to an old Chinese
curse and may God help us against people
who do this mischief.
Kamor is Director of Media &

Communications,Muslim PublicAffairs
Centre, MPAC, Nigeria.
kamor.disu@mpac-ng.org

homosexuality is 'not a choice;' that no one
would choose to be gay in a homophobic
society. But there is an element of choice in
all behaviour, sexual or otherwise. It takes
an effort to deal with the opposite sex; it is
safer with your own kind. The issue is one
of challenge versus comfort.
So in reality, they not only encourage a

sinful aberration of the norm, they are
lobbying to condemn a whole nation to slow
cultural and moral death. They seek to
normalize the unthinkable through their loud
shout of 'promotion and protection of
minority rights' to be perverted. But wait,
we need to ask this class of citizens: do the
minority rights make the majority rights
expendable? How about the rights of those
with unwanted homosexuality to get
psychological care and therapeutic
treatment? How about the fact that
normalizing homosexuality will prohibit
preventive therapy for homosexuality, a
science that is exact, effective and available?
In the West homosexuality has been

turned into something acceptable by
society. Not only that, political, cultural and
legal (through the flimsy citation of sections
of international treaties and conventions to
which countries are signatoriesj.landscapes
of 'non-conforming nations' are being
construed through well-oiled and' well
funded activist groups to campaign for the
legalization of this depraved practice and
many of the issues surrounding it. Of course,
it is impossible to square the concept of a
'civilized world' that condemns, ridicules and
in fact criminalizes the practice of polygyny,
but at the same time legalizes the immorality
of the sinful perversion called homosexuality
which deprives those who practice it of
decent taste, decent morals, and a decent
manner ofliving.
Although faith groups' denunciation of

the scourge of homosexuality has often
been unwisely dismissed as religious
intervention in politics, the tendency to
restrict the debate to the exclusive realm of
politics must be challenged. This is so more
because homosexuality disrupts society's
natural life pattern which is a major concern
of religions and its devastating threat to the
moral wellbeing of the country affects us all
equally - politicians and faith practitioners.

r-'-'-"-'--- -'BYDi~~K~;~;----'-'-'--"""-l
gay lobby group. During this time,
psychiatry allowed itself to be subdued by
unrelenting lobbyists and severed itself
from established clinical theory -
particularly psychoanalytic theories of
unconscious motivation - adopting instead
a new 'adaptational' perspective of
normality. Since 2001 when Netherlands
became the first country to legalize this
scourge, only six other countries and two
US states have followed suit, and civil
unions between same-sex couples, a
different label of the same illness, are
recognized in sixteen countries.
Although Rashidi Williams, leader ofthe

Queer Alliance, one of the homosexual
groups at the forefront of the agitation
pleaded with the lawmakers at the public
hearing organised by the House of
Representatives Joint Committee on Human
Rights, Women Affairs and Justice to set
aside the bill because 'we believe that we
are created by God and do not wish to be
discriminated against', he or anyone in his
camp failed to substantiate this wild and
inaccurate claim that people are born gay.
In fact, there is no single substantiated high­
quality study to show a variety of innate
and genetic foundations for homosexuality,
nothing whatsoever in both reliable
scientific studies and thousands of years
of religious traditions and scriptural
interpretations to show that people can be
born gay. Interestingly most homosexuals
and their supporters know this for a fact.
Lesbian activist Camille Paglia offers the
following observation: "Homosexuality is
not 'normal'. On the contrary it is a
challenge to the norm .... Nature exists
whether academics like it or not. And in
nature, procreation is the single relentless
rule. That is the norm. Our sexual bodies
were designed for reproduction .... No one
is born gay. The idea is
ridiculous ... homosexuality is an adaptation,
not an inborn trait .... We should be honest
enough to consider whether homosexuality
may not indeed be a pausing at the
prepubescent stage where children
anxiously band together by
gender. ... current gays can't insist that
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abduction of four workers for
Medecins 'Sans Frontiers in
March and a government de­
cision to. close down 16 aid
agencies. "The government is
making every effort it can to
free them," Foreign Ministry
officialAli YoussefAhmed.

Ahmed said he could not
cornment on whether Sudan­
ese officials had managed to
contact the kidnappers, or
whether .the kidnappers had
made any demands, for fear of
jeopardising efforts to free the
women, Sudan's Humanitarian
Aid Commission, which coor­
dinates the work of aid groups
in Sudan, declinedto comment
on the kidnapping, as did U.N.
officials in the country.

Sudan yesterday said it
was trying to free two
foreign aidworkerskid­

napped in the second abduc­
tion of internationalrelief staff
initsDarfur region in less than
arnonth.

Unknownarrnedmen took
the -French .and Canadian
workers for. France's Aide
Medicale Internationale from
their compound in the south
Darfur settlement of Ed el .
F~ late on Saturday.Gov-.
eini:n~tofficials saidthework­
erswerebothwomen.
" 1:}te.kidnappmgswere an­
oth&'!llow to the humanitar-
~~ effortln Sudan's violent
west, already hit by a spikejn
bandit attacks on staff, the

Somali pirates have seized a British-owned cargo ship
~. and aTaiwanese ship, maritime officials say, after cap-
, ..--. turing-three, other vessels over .rhe weekend.

The UK-owned Malaspina Castle was boarded in the
Gulf of Aden, while the Taiwanese ship was seized near the'
Seychelles, according to. reports.

A French yacht, a Yerneni tugboat and a German ship
were also captured in the pirate-plagued waterway at the
weekend. The region is heavily patrolled by a growing in­
ternational naval coalition: .

But correspondents say the pirates have been ventur­
ing further off coastal areas to evade the warships from
more than a dozen nations patrolling the area in an attempt
to deter the gangs. The 32,000-tonne Malaspina Castle,
which was carrying a cargo of iron, was seized yesterday
morning. The vessel, which flies a Panamanian flag, has a

osecutors in South Africa have announced they are
dropping corruption charges against African National
Congress CANC)leader Jacob Zuma. Chief prosecutor

Mokotedi Mpshe said phone-tap evidence suggested politi­
cal interference in the investigation. Mr Zuma has always de­
nied the allegations of graft, racketeering and money-launder­
ing in connection to amultimillion dollar arms deal in 1999.

He is expected to become president after general elections
on 22 April. The BBC's Alexis Akwagyiram says the ANC
office inPolokwane greeted withjubilation the decision, which
was broadcast live on radio and television. A party bus in tlie
town turned up with a sound system, they cordoned off thet,
.road and people started dancing with banners.

The chief prosecutor said the National Prosecution Au­
thority (NPA) had obtained recordings of phone conversa­
tions which suggested the timing of the decision to charge Mr
Zuma in2007 had been manipulated. Victory for Zuma's hard­
core fansl have come to the difficult conclusion that it is nei­
ther possible nor desirable for the NPA to continue with the
prosecution ofMr Zuma, Mr Mphse said.

"It is a difficult decision because the NPA has expended
considerable resources on this matter, and it has been con­
ducted by it committed and dedicated team of prosecutors
and investigators who have handled a-difficult case with ut­
most professionalism and who have not been implicated in
any misconduct," added Mr Mpshe.

The chief prosecutor read out transcripts of recorded con­
versations between former NPA head Bulelani Ngcuka and
Leonard McCarthy, the man who led the now disbanded anti­
corruption unit known as the Scorpions. Mr Mpshe said the
pair had discussed timing charges against Mr Zuma to'cause
political damage. "Mr McCarthy used the legal process for a
purpose outside and extraneous to the prosecution itself," he
said. "It was pure abuse of process," Mr Mpshe added.

Mr Zuma was first charged in 2005, but has never faced
trial. The charges were dropped the following year, but he was
recharged 10days after he defeated former SouthAfiican Presi­
dent Thabo Mbeki in elections to be the ANC's leader in De­
cember 2007. Lastyear ajudge ruled that there had been politi­
cal meddling in the case, but the NPA successfully appealed.

With only a few months to.go to the elections, Mr Zuma
then lodged a legal request for the charges to be reviewed.'

The BBC's Africa analyst Martin Plaut says despite moun­
tains of evidence, SouthAfrican justice has proved incapable
of dealing with a case that has been wrapped up in the internal
workings of the governing party - theANC.

The prosecutor provided evidence that his predecessor
had manipulated the case to suite the ANC, yet said plainly
that he had no evidence that this had been done at the behest
ofMr Mbeki. Mr Plaut says the long saga has left more loose
ends and damaged reputations than any in the country's re­
cent history,

Zuma corruption
charges dropped

foreignstaffout of remote out­
posts following the kidna­
ppings. "If this is the start of a
new trend, international aid
groups are going to have to
consider whether they should
keep their international staff
outside Darfur's main region
capitals,particularlyinfieldlo­
cations where they are so vul­
nerable," said one aid official
who asked not to be named.

Aid agencies have said
they staff have faced growing
antagonism in Darfur since.
President Bashir expelled 13
foreign aid groups, and shut
three focal organisations, ac­
cusing them of passing infor­
mation to the International
Criminal Court.

Kidnappings of foreign
aid workers were almost un­
heard of in Darfur before a
group calling itself the Eagles
ofBashir seized four employ­
ees of the Belgian arm of
Medecins Sans Frontieres in
North Darfur lastmonth. The

• MSF workers were released
unharmed three days later.

Sudanese govemment of- .
ficials said the abductors in
North Darfur had been pro­
testing against the Interna­
tional Criminal Court's deci-'
.sionto issue an arrestwarrant
forPresidentOmarHassan al­
Bashir.

Aid workers told Reuters
international aid groups had
already started pulling their

Sudan steps up efforts to free kidnapped aid workers

crew of24 - from Bulgaria, Russia, Ukraine and Philippines.
Andrew Mwangura, of the Mombasa-based East Afri­

can Seafarers' Assistance Programme, told Reuters news
agency it is UK-owned but operated by Italians.

The Taiwanese fishing boat, with a crew of29, was hi­
jacked 260km C160miles) from the Seychelles.

The French yacht, with four crew, was seized on Satur­
day off north-east Somalia.

It was being sailed by the pirates towards the Somali
Puntland coast, said Kenya-based non-governmental
organisation Ecoterra International, which monitors piracy.

The Yemeni tugboat was captured on Sunday, a day
after the 20,000-tonne German container vessel, the Hansa
Stavanger, was seized. More than 130 pirates attacks, in­
cluding close to 50 successful hijackings, were reported in
2008, threatening one of the world's busiest shipping lanes.

Hundreds ofAfrican National Congress (ANC) supporters took to the streets in Durban yesterday after South Africa's
National Prosecution Authority (NPA) dropped corruption charges againstANC President Jacob Zuma, clearing the
way for him to become the country's next president, free ofthe cloud that has hung over him for the past nine years.

Somaliptrates"
seizemore vessels

Kenya coalition
minister resigns

enya's Justice Minister Martha Karua has resigned
from the coalition government, saying that her reform
genda was being undermined. She said judges were

being appointed without her knowledge and her position as
minister had become untenable.

Mrs Kama was a key ally of President Mwai Kibaki and
was his negotiator for the power-sharing deal to end the blood­
shed after disputed polls in 2007. Correspondents say it is the
latest sign of tensions in the coalition. Over the weekend,
Raila Odinga - the Orange Democratic Movement leader who
became prime minister in the power-sharing deal- walked out
of talks aimed at healing rifts.

He accused his coalition partners of attempting to change
the agenda. The BBC's Noel Mwakugu in the capital.Nairobi,
says in recent months MrsKarua has been voicing her fms­
tration at the government's attitude to reform.

The coalition has-been criticised for-its lack of progress.
over the last year and its failure to address corruption, -

Last week, President Kibaki appointed seven new judges.
"I realised I cannot institute reforms in my ministry as justice
minister because I am being undermined," AFP news agency
quotes her as saying. "Judges are being appointed without
my knowledge and a lot more."
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The BBC's Duncan Kennedy in L'Aquila has described

bemused and confused locals wrapped in blankets and.carry­
ing their Personal belongings in suitcaseswalking, like a stream
of refugees, through the devastation.

The rescue service is stretched to breaking point as it tries
to reach all the devastated buildings and care for the survi­
vors and the homeless. Survivors, some still in their night
clothes, hugged each other as they waited for news of friends
and relatives on Monday morning. Sniffer dogs were being
used.to check rubble in Onna, just outside L'Aquila

Hundreds waited at the city's main hospital, where doc­
tors were forced to treat people in the open air because only
one operating room was functioning. Francesco Rocca of the
Italian Red Cross wamed of the difficulties ahead.

"The biggest problem will arrive in the night because there
are thousands and thousands of people that we have to host
in tents, in the hotels," he told the BBC. Deaths"were reported
in the surrounding towns and villages of'Castelnuovo, Poggio
Picenze, Tormintarte, Fossa, Totani and Villa Sant' Angelo.

In the small.town of Onna, 10 people were killed, said a
Reuters photographer who saw amother and her infant daugh­
ter carried away in the same coffm. Phone and power lines
have been down and some bridges and roads have been closed
as a precaution against aftershocks. .

Italy lies on two fault lines and has been hit by powerful
earthquakes in the past, mainly in the south of the country.

World leaders have sent messages of condolence and Pope
Benedict XVI offered prayers for the "victims, especially the
children". The EU, Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Israel
and Russia immediately stepped forward with offers of aid, if
required. On the frontline of the G20 summit

Abolish money. Punish the looters. Eat the bankers.
Ageing I960s hippies and their youthful anti-globalisation

descendants joined in an angry anti-capitalist protest at the
Bank of England on Wednesday, waving placards and shout­
ing slogans reflecting a common fury at perceived corporate
greed. Withworldwide recession destroying jobs by the week,
protesters at the G20 protest in the City of London demanded
an end to what they see as a global, predatory system that
robs the poor to benefit the privileged.

"Welcome to Pig City: One war - class war" was the
placard held up by a masked man standing on the doorstep of
the central bank. As hooded protesters scrawled "Peace and
Love" on the walls of the Bank, Drogo, an elderly man in
flowing multi-coloured robes and carrying an orb on a wooden
stick, pointed at staff peering out of the Bank of England's
windows and said:

picking through rubble in the walled medieval city and nearby
towns and villages, some of which are said to have been virtu­
ally destroyed.

Tents are being put up in tennis courts and on football
pitches to house some of the 30,000-40,000 homeless. Italy's
PM Silvio Berlusconi promised a "record number of rescuers".
Earlier, he declared a state of emergency in the region.
Gianfranco Fini, speaker ofthe lower house of parliament, told
MPs: "Some towns in the area have been virtually destroyed
in their entirety."

The 6.3-magnitude quake struck at 0330 (0130GMT) close
to L'Aquila, 95km (60miles) north-east ofRome. Itlastedabout
30 seconds, bringing.down many Renaissance-era and Ba­
roque buildings, including the dome on ~ne of L'Aquila's
churches. Between 3,000 and 10,000buildings in the medieval
city may have been damaged. /

Boulders fell off mountain slopes, blocking roads. Houses
were reduced to piles of rubble and cars crushed by raining
debris. One resident,Antonio di Marco, recounted his experi­
ence for the BBC: "We escaped outside likemadmen, we didn't
understand what was happening, the whole building was
moving under our feet, it is something that's inipossible to
describe ... "

"It's a catastrophe and an immense shock," resident Renato
Di Stefano told the Associated Press as he and his family
headed for shelter in a tent camp outside L'Aquila. "It's struck
in the heart of the city, we will never forget the pain." Fire­
fighters aided by dogs worked feverishly to reach people
trapped in fallen buildings in L'Aquila, including a student
dormitory where several students were believed to be still
inside. Here in the centre of the city, building after building has
been left destroyed or half standing with cracks and holes.

Wewatched as rescue workers struggled to pull out survi­
vors, crawling on their stomachs to try to reach those trapped
inside. There is a stream of almost ghostly figures, local people
caught up in the early hours this morning in this earthquake,
who are pouring past us wearing blankets.

They are pulling suitcases and luggage past this collapsed
building trying to get to safety. People are wandering around
in a dazed state.

Earlier, residents and rescuers used their bare hands to
clear the debris from collapsed buildings. MrBerlusconi, who
is in L'Aquila, said a field hospital was being set up to help
local medical services. "I can assure you that there is no build­
ing that has fallen down without rescuers, without fire brigade
being there," he told reporters after arriving in the city.

Italy, he said, had the resources it needed to deal with the
disaster: "Financially, there are no problems. The government

desperate search for survivors is on in the moun • has all the necessary funds at its disposal. We also have the
tain city of L'Aquila in central Italy after a quake EU catastrophe fund." Officials say 26 cities and towns have
lIedat least 90 people and injured 1,500.Rescuers are been damaged in the region, not including villages and ham-

Italy hunts for quake surnvors
JW!iI;ii. __ .....;;;"""- ..... _

Cars are coveredwith debris and rubble foUowinga strong earthquake, in the villageofOnna, central Italy, yesterday.
A powerful earthquake in mountainous central Italy knocked down whole blocks ofbuUdings early yesterday as
residents slept, killing at least 50people and trapping many more, officialssaid.

During his first visit to
a mainly Muslim
state, President

~ Barack Obama has declared
that the US "is not and will
never be at war with Islam".

Addressing the Turkish
parliament, MrObama called
for a greater partnership with
the Muslim world and said
the US would soon launch
outreach programmes.

"America's relationship
with the Muslim world can­
not and will not be based on
opposition to al-Qaeda," he
said.

Mr Obama also said
Washington supported

.. Turkey's efforts to join the
EU. Earlier, at a news confer­
ence with his Turkish coun­
terpart, Abdullah Gul, he
urged Turkey to help bridge
the gap between the Muslim
and Westem worlds.

He said his visit was a
"statement about the impor­
tance of Turkey, not just to
the United States, but to the
world".

The US president began
his visit to Turkey on Mon­
day morning by laying a
wreath at the tomb of the
founder of modem Turkish
state,Mustafa KemalAtaturk,
whose "vision and courage"
he praised.

He then travelled to the
presidential palace inAnkara
for talks with President
Abdullah Gul, before giving
an address to the Turkish
Grand National Assembly.

MrObama devoted much
of his speech to urging a
greater bond between Ameri­
cans and Muslims, admitting
that "the trust that binds us
has been strained".

"Let me say this as clearly
as I can: the United States is
not and will never be at war
with Islam," lie stated. "In
fact, our partnership with the
Muslimworld iscriticalinroll­
ing back a fringe ideology that
people of all faiths reject."

He said; "The United
States has been enriched by
Muslim Americans. Many
other Americans have Mus­
lims in their family, or have
lived in a Muslim-majority
country - I know, because I

# am one of them."
"And when people look

back on this time, let it be said
of America that we extended
the hand of friendship," he
said. "There is an old Turkish
proverb: 'You cannot put out
firewith flames.".

Inhis speech, MrObama
said the US considered Tur­
key a "critical ally", de'spite
the deterioration of their rela­
tions over the war in Iraq.

S/I(orea accused
o~er'poisoning'
North Korea has ac­

cused South Korea
of poisoning its foot­

ball players with "adulter­
ated foodstuff' ahead oflast
week's World Cup qualifier
match.

North Korea coach Kim
Jong Hun made the allega­
tion after his team lost 1-0 to
South Korea on 1 April.
Seoul has denied the claim.

The North's football as­
sociation said the act Iwas
part of Seoul's "moves for
confrontation" ~ with
Pyongyang. The match took
place at a time of increasing
political tension.

On Sunday, North Korea
defied international warn­
ings and pressed ahead with
a controversial rocket
launch. State media said a
satellite had been put into
orbit and was transmitting
data and revolutionary
songs.

But Western powers
said the launch failed - and
the US, Japan and South
Korea suspect it was a cover
for a long-range missile test.

In a statement about the
match, the North's football
association said: "It was
beyond all doubt that the
incident was a product of a
deliberate act perpetrated by
adulterated foodstuff as [the
players] could not get up all
of a sudden just before the:
match."

Coach Kim had asked
for the match to be delayed
and moved to a neutral
venue, claiming three of his
players had food poisoning,
but FIFA rejected the re-
. quest.

The Korea Football As­
sociation, the South's foot­
ball federation, said a sports
doctor had examined the
North Korean players and
found no serious problem.

The two teams have
played each other a number
of times in the past year,
during the qualification
stages for the 201"0World
Cup.

But the worsening dip­
lomatic relations between
the two countries appears to
have translated onto the
football pitch.

North Korea's home
matches have had to be
played on neutral ground in
Shanghai,· because the
North refuses to allow the
playing of the South's na­
tional anthem or the waving
of its flags.

Relations between the
two governments have de­
teriorated since the new con­
servative President Lee
Myung-bak took office in
Seoul last year.

Obama
reaches out to
Muslim world
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petentially distractive applause of the audience however
thunderous or sonorous.

A fitting and appropriate premise to describe the
performances of Governor IOOsinterestingly :findsplace in ;'
the philosophicaldictUmon ~udsmenr that ''There are
three judgm~.fs; the Judgmeat of mao;. the Judgmeot - •
posterity and the Judgmeot of God." From the available
indices~ it is quite obvious that Govemor Idris'
admi:t1istmtion bas. passed the judgment of man and if
indeed the voice oftbepeople be the voice ofOo~ then it as
also passed the judgment of God since as he himself said~~
we have om conscience tied. to God". Consequently, the
judgment of posterity promises to be favorable 100+

However, the judgment of posterity is conditioned by time
and could.ultimately deflne the judgment of'man and God.
For Governor Idris, that time is the:next three years of his
second term. mandate. In spite of all the laudable
achievementstberefere, eternal ·vigjlan~ \\'hicb is the
price offreedom, must be the watchword. This may explain
why Alhaji Ibrahim Idris, like a successful orchestra
conductor has chosen to tum his back on the crowd and
close his ears to the tempting and sometimes distractive
ovation arising':fromthe Kogi andiesce.
Nevertheless, the orchestra gees on, churning Oll!'

superlative perfonnaaee of melodious music, to sustain the
harmony of the quit Revolution mdRestoration that has
engulfed the confluence oithe nahQIl+

Letme state that tbe saeeesses we ba,,'c reoorded 50 far'l
Is a tribute to YOltr patriotism.,. co-o.penti(t~hard ,vork,
and bontsty1God fearing and disdpUttd followenbip,.
it is a tribute to the exeeUenee and beauty of tbe Kogi
spirit,wllie. we seekto ftitore~
As we joum.ey on to 2012, we are certainly out of the
.wilderness ofueglec; and decay, but not yet in the promised .
~mdoftotru restomtl.on.And so, with God as our guide and
IDS fear as our phnQS()phy~ let us march in harm,ony witb.
hearts courageous· to ear goal; the restomtion of the
teeasured Kogi dignity, \vhicih is our OViDKogi dream,

History is ,,,raiti.n.g for us!

HON.l\-IDSA IBRAHI~I AmfADU

SECRETARYTO KOGI STATE GOVERNMENT

MY DEAR KOGI PEOPLE,

Three hunored and .sixty five (36$) ~ays ago, you gave us
tbe mandate to restore the lost glory 010ur great State. III
spite: (lfthe enormom challenges ·tJ:\atlay inthe execution of
that sacred.trust, we went to 'vorl; inspired by Fa.ith in the
Almighty God, the promise orB!,grace and help, as well as­
the manifest as;suranc·eof your support and goodwill.
One year into this Joumey',ufRestoration, we feelmodcstly
proud andprivileged to celebrate Our heroic achievements
in meeting the yeamillgand ~pirations of our peopie.
To have come this far, our administrati~ mi.ndful of the
trust we h(}ld as your-servants have remained oommittedy

responsive andaocountahle throop frugal management of
resources.
Our coUecthre gi.ant .trides i.D. lafrastructural
fthbilitafton and eone:rete development, in tlte leeton
of power generation, hOllUO,.- ,lIealtb, tnutsportation,
edueado:~ water supply, ,sports and security"""c truly
feel the foifOlment of ;),ecom:pB~ed and appreciated
$ervanb as we see our dreams translated into .miles utl
tlte faeeso(ourp~ple.
""hell His R'I{ceUency,Albajllbrahim Idri.s took over the
mande ofleadership as Ex,ooutiveGovernor ofKogi State,
he promised that his administration would restore the .
diguity of tile Kogi tlcQpie.•Just 365 days into the mandate
{(lrthesecond term ino:ffice~there is strong COUCUt"lrenOO of
opinion between the perception of the generality of Kogi
.people and the tangible dividends of democracy on the
,ground"tbathis promisebas b~nk~pt
Indeed, there are manifest achievements that cannot be
wished a.way by even. the worst critics this administration,
From: giant strides in education, and health to hemic break",
th hi t. • .• d· - ...- .....rotlg m uOUStt1g~power genemtton 00 :'trensponanon, n
is dear to even the warst cynics that what is happening in
Kogi State is undoubtedly a quite Revolution of
Restoration. It Is a revolution that bas remained relatively
and lMg:ely UtlSung and tmcelebrnted by the Restoration
anny that is. orchestrating it. Perhaps., fhis is a reflection of'
the patriotic~ modest and self~effaciug character of t~at
mny ably led byHis ExceUency, A.lhaji Ibrahim Idris, It is
an eloquent testimony to the dictum that He Wllli muat
COlltluct an oreIJestrasllcce$sjitl(v mQt tul'lt his back flitt_ i.-'T'l)w4 and close his em to the deafening and
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Police in Egypt have been deployed in large num­
bers to prevent a national strike by pro-democ­
racy activists. Police had orders to arrest anyone

taking part, and a number of activists have been held in recent
days. Protests appear to have been small, but about 100MPs,
out of 454, walked out of parliament as part of the protest.

The organisers of yesterday's action had urged people to
wear black and called forprotests including sit-ins at places of
work or study. The call to protest was circulated through SMS
messages and social networking sites.

The campaigners are pressing the govemment to raise the
national minimum wage and are calling for a new constitution
to be drafted. Activists were hoping it would build on a pro­
test demanding economic and political reform they held for
the first time last year. Three people died in the protests in
April 2008 and hundreds were arrested. Egypt is run under a
emergency law that has been in place since the assassination
of President Anwar Sadat in 1981. The Muslim Brotherhood,
believed to be the biggest opposition organisation in Egypt
despite if~being outlawed, has also backed the protest. Yes­
terday hundreds of riot police were stationed in city-centre
squares and around universities to prevent demonstrators from
gathering. About 100 protesters gathered at the journalists'
association headquarters in Cairo and chanted anti-govern­
ment slogans. Hundreds of students also demonstrated on
university campuses in Cairo and the southern city of Assiut.

Ayman Nour, the leader of the opposition Ghad (Tomor­
row) Party who has recently been released from jail, told the
BBC Arabic Service that it was premature to judge the strike
and that events were being organised throughout the day,
across the country.

Egyptian police stifle protests

kUS judge has revoked the stay of deportation for
John Demjanjuk, who is accused of being an acces
ory to the murder of29,000 Jews in a Nazi camp.

The judge's decision clears the way for Mr Demjanjuk,
89, to be sent to Germany to face trial over his alleged crimes.

Mr Demjanjuk, who moved to the US after World War II,
is accused of being a death camp guard in occupied Po­
land. The Ukrainian had pleaded against deportation on
grounds of ill health. He has denied any part in the killings.

On Friday, Mr Demjanjuk, who lives in Cleveland, Ohio,
was given a reprieve from deportation after arguing that his
case should be reopened. But the presiding judge, Judge
Wayne R Iskra, reversed his initial decision on Monday,
agreeing with a US Department of Justice comment that the
US Board of Immigration Appeals should handle the case.

The board had previously ruled Mr Demjanjuk be sent
to Germany to stand trial. In March, Germany issued an
arrest warrant for the former car plant worker over the deaths
of thousands of Jews at the Sobibor camp during World
War II. German authorities had initially expected him in the
country yesterday.

But Mr Demjanjuk, who came to the US in 1952, says he
was a prisoner of war of the Nazis rather than a prison
guard. In 2002, a US immigration judge ruled that there was
enough evidence to prove Mr Demjanjuk had been a guard
at several Nazi death camps and stripped him of his citizen­
ship. German authorities now say they have new evidence
linking him to the crimes of which he has been accused.

'Death camp Nazi'
can be deported

Daily TrustTuesday, April 7, 2009
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A 'Yankee Go Home' sign on IstikialAvenue; as protesters staged a rally to oppose the arrival of US President Barack
Obama yesterday in Istanbul, Turkey. Photo: AFP

.:Trust International
Page 24



SDR
38.874738.608 ; 38.7414············-216533------;-217.280S--- -- . -21s~.02~86--------- ---RIYAL
2W.7045208.266 208.9853POUNDS S1ERLING

Date -curre~CY'-----------l'--Bu;fu;(NGN)!--C;~tralcNGN) S~lling(NGN)--'--
--------- ----~-.--.----- ~-- -------.-- ----t.------.- ..-.---- -.-.--~-. _._--
1/4/2009 CPA 0.2721! 0.2821 . - 0.2921...-..-.- DANISHKRONER---" ············--··-1 '25:8089- --···-----+-25~898--···-·····--··----·--···-25.9871-----·------ -.---c----

CBN EXCHANGE RATES

it lawyers about the debt
and within this month they
will meet in court.

AP", said Nnadi.
Some of the affected

marketers that owe the PEF

"For the major Honey Well among others.
Marketers, we concluded
that any marketer that settles Mr.Nnadi said the total
our bridging allowance we companies that owe the
will pay his claims. Last Fund are 48 excluding the
month we were able to pay major marketers, saying iliat
Texaco about N800 million
and next one to follow is -already the Fund has briefed .

He said the money was
the bridging allowance due
for PEF and majority of the
affected marketers are
members of the Depot and
Petroleum Products
Marketers Association
(DAPPMA).
- He recalled that last year,
government had to intervene
through a bailout of about
N17 billion for the agency to

NIPCO, NorthWest, Addax,
AMG,Acom, Capital Oil and

responsible to pay-for the
allowance" .

The Fund issued the
warning yesterday through
its Manager, Public and
Government Relations, PEF,
Goddy Nnadi in an interview
with Daily Trust, saying that
the money accumulated
within 2 years between 2006
and 2008.

He said the legal action
become necessary since the
marketers are not willing to
settle the debt "because the

L-R: Thnde Shofowora, 1st Vice President, Association of Corporate Affairs Managers of Banks (ACAMB); Eddy
Ademosu, President ACAMB; receiving a souvenir from Charles Ojo, MD/CEO, Spring Bank during ACAMB's visit
to the Bank recently.

with Nl billion and above
include: Fola Wiyo, MRS,
Rahamaniyya, Sigmund,
Triquest and Zenon. ,

'Others ~e: Obat Oil,
Intergerated Oil, Imad,

.comT he Petroleum~::~;:!~:::;:N13bn debt:~::~:tt~;s~eclaimsfrOm
~F (MB) has threatened to He s~d: "We don't want
take legal action in order to I ByHamisuMubammad I to continue to rely on
recover its N13 billion government to pay for the

Fund had for several bri dzi lai . h
bridging allowance debt occasions sent them letters n gmg c aims, since t e
from different marketers in to .pay the debt but no template has stated clearly
the country. response". that marketers are

PEF to sue marketers over

Rep~rt
~~=~~s~.2L!:~}~d

contracts
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Africa".
LP gas usage in Nigeria and

LCCI etc,to raise the aware­
ness levels on the environ­
mental and health benefits of

opment will represent the
formal introduction and mar­
keting of the composite refill
bottles in Nigeria. .

Falasinu, who noted that
sharp reduction in the con­
sumption of LPG in the
country.said to popularise
the use of LP gas for the
health of Nigerians and the

protection of the
environment,there should be
cooperation from all and
sundry.

"To this end,we are look­
ing forward to working
closely with the government
and association such as

He stated that the devel-

GeIIenIMauga;CorponteCommUllieation ofMTN Funmi Omogbenigun making a presentation inAbuja during
daem..... '·. prneatatioa ofcrull helmets tomotorcyclist y~rday. Pic: Mr.Molabi Sotunde

:

A ll market indic~t?rs I FromKay~~~c13yo, i
on the equines _L.. .. ·--ragos l

,~ traded on the-floor--·. .. c

of thi.Nigeriiiil-Stock Ex- gam of N3.61 per share to
.,,- -- - h (NSE) dhigh close at N75.83 per share.

c ange . surge .er The oil marketing company
yesterday ~~ All share m- had last week alone gained
dex appreciating by 0.04 per .N15.62 to close atN72.22 per
cent. share.
< The All-share index rose Oando also followedwith
by 0.6 per to close on Friday .N1.30 gain to close atN70.50.
at 19,954.15point level while Last week the company
the NSE-30 index also rose 'added N9.20 per share to its
by 2.7 per cent to close at price to close atN69.20 per
645.05 percent. share.

Yesterday's, however,All Other gainers were
share-index closed on Guinness with Nl.05 to close
19,962.57points,aboutO.04 at N89.55 per share.
per cent and increase of 8.42 Guinness lost N1.50 per

share, BCC Nl.03 to close at
points. N21.63 per share,

Market capitalisation, On the losers chart, Ni-
the market value of all equi- gerian Breweries led others
ties in the market, surged to with a slight loss ofN0.50 to
.4.515 trillion about NI.905 closeatN36.40persbare,ETI
billion or 0.04 per cent gain NO.48 to close at N9.25 per
against the last trading day share, Unilever NO:40 to
ofN4.51 trillion. close atN8.1 0 per share.

Inall, atotalof155.1441---------_L_-----------~-----------------------
million shares worth N1.224
trillion in 5,430 deals were
transacted on Monday with
banking sub sector led other Many organisati .ODS Development Programmes and medium enterprises.

ByY_AIJ& "'sub sectorswith 81.658 mil- trooped to t~e (GFDP), youthFnlIqJrmeur- ill a short address, the
lion shares valued at head office of the projeds to be executed by ship' Development Director General of
N671.676millionsbaresex- Small and Medium Enter- the Agency. Programme(YEDP). SMEDAN, Alhajj
changed in 3,057 deals prises DevelopmentAgeocy The opening and sub- Others include Women Muhammad Nadada Umar

Intercontinental bank (SMEDAN) on Wednesday mission of the bids which Entrepreneurship Develop- said the bidding exercise was
shares drive the activities of as it opened bid for enter- was done in the presence of ment Programmes (WEDP), aimed at achieving transpar­
the sub-sector with 19.727 prise development service theapplicants. hadabout six Training of Trainers (TOn ency, objectivity and quality
million shares worth providers programmes for different categories namely; and other Enterprises sup- delivery of service.
Nl28.867 millionin401u........+_2009_-',_;MOO__ and -=-_·__ G_en_er_a_I_E_n_tr_CJW_e_n_e_ur_s_h_ip_-,po:__rt_servt__ ·_ce_to_m_ic_ro_,_s_m_a_ll---,-....: He said organisations
This was followed by Guar- be shortlisted based on
antyTrustBankequitieswith KADCIMA on trade mission toAsia the bid criteria, adding that
17.277 million valued at SMEDANis going to explain

N17~;!?a:u::b~:!~~ ka~~~t:[eeffo~:~: r-'F~mii=u~:dU~]~U:~~!;;~~ra~:n~~~~ the reason for choosing or

lowed with a total of24.281 etween Nigerians which would be led by' the Osaka chamber of commerce
and countries in the Asianmillion shares worthN23.906 President of the Chamber, and export and importers ofcontinent, an 18·man trade .. S AI'million exchanged in 450 Hajiya aratu 1. iyu, small scale machineries.

deals. . delegation of the Kaduna would be in Japan and Saulawa reiterated the
Chamber of Commerce, Taiwan. Activities in the shares . commitment of the chamber

of'InternationalEnergy Ser- Industry, Mines and During the visit to the to uplift trades between
Agriculture (KADCIMA) countries, he said the Nigerian and the three'

" .,vices drive the sub sector would on 14th of this month delegation would- be
with 9.096 million shares . attending the can.ton fair. in countries' stressing thatdepart for China . '
worth N9.548 million in 55 " Director General of . Guangzhou scheduled to ..Nigeria would benefit
deals. KAoCIMA, Malam Us~an hold from 15th to 19th of this immensely from the mission

Meanwhile, African Pe- month. which is one of theG Saulawa in a statement Wh'l' Jtroleum continued to domi- 1 e m .apan , numerous activities lined up
• made available to Daily according to the statement, by the chamber for this year.
nate the gainers' list with a Trust said the delegation the trade delegation will be
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in his office in Lagos said the
company has done well in
making LPG or cooking gas
available in the country fol­
lowing its recent importation
of 4,000 units of composite
(transparent) cylinders from
the United States ofAmerica.

From Mohammedi
j
L___Shosanya, Lagos

Stockmarket
picks up again

AP to'market cooking gas in
A frican Petroleum

~AP) .Plc says (t. Ghana
• ISplanmg to market

its Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) in Ghana as a way of
boosting the sale of the prod­
uct outside the shores of the
country.

Tunde Falasinu, the
Chief Operating Officer of
the company, who: an­
nounced this in Lagos when
he received the delegation of
the World LPG Association

'Firms jostle for SMEDAN contracts
rejecting any bid as the exer­
cise progress,

Also Speaking,
SMEDAN Group head. Ad­
ministration. Malam Ibrahim
Shehu said the agency de­
liberately did not charge any
registration fee for the ex­
pression of interest in line
with the public procurement
actof2007.

He added that the entire
exercise was design to cre­
ate a level playing ground for
everyone without restric­
tion.

'.
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EcoWater ManagementLtd
Inside Afprlnt Compound. Opp. 5 Star B/Stop,
Plot 122-132, Oshodi •Apapa Expressway, Isolo, Lagos.
Tel: 01-7755932, 08032904206.
Email: enquiry@ecowater.biz
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DRINKING WATER PURIFIERS

State-of-the-Art

eliminates

KEWALRAM

Th. Promi•• OITru. Purity
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l, JeatableTASTE. Real taste of pure water, cooked food, beverages, tea coffee c'earEr
ice cubes&-n'JI'e.
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gives 'certificate' of quality.
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they could boost fish
business in the state.

Malam Baba said even
with their meagre income
some of them were able to
start fish farming, saying if
they could get assistance
their association could
embark on large scale fish
farming in the state.

Fish which constitute a
major source of protein will
continue to be the reserve
of only few people, unless
the current trend is reversed.

Muhammad lamenting the
problem.

Asked why they could
not change to another
business, Muhammad said
the problem has touched
almost every business at the
market. He stated that they
were exercising patience
pending when the trend
would be reverse.

The fish sellers said
before this financial crisis
their main constraint was
lack of enough capital to

I

/

augment their business.
Most of them were of the
view that if government
would assist them with fund,

yourself; if the market is
moving you would have
seen many customers
around. We are just waiting
and we always wait in,"

As for other buyers, he
said the market is not as
brisk as it used to be
before the financial crisis,
"now only few people
come to us for fish, the
'market has fallen so low
but we still thank God,"
said Baba.

Also commenting on
the market fall, a fish seller
at the Abubakar Rimi
market Malam Abdullahi
Muhammad said the
business was not moving
as before, "you can see it

restaurateurs who buy fish
in large quantity. Sometimes
they could buy as much as
N150, 000 worth offish," he
said.

!From Halima M~sa;Kano i
I ,L_. ._'_. .__.~.-~--,-i
up to N600, 000 to travel
with," he disclosed.

Asked how they
transport fresh fish from
Ibadan to Kano without the
risk of it being destroyed,
Baba said they make
arrangement for ice block
which could maintain its
block for up to two and a
half day.

He further explained that
because December to
January was the time the
market witnessed scarcity
of fresh fish, their journey
to Ibadan falls within that
time. He added that fish
farming is fast gaining
ground in Kano state,
stating that everyday no,

fewer than 28 large
containers of fish were
being brought to the market
from fish farmers.

Further investigation at
the fresh fish market
revealed that over 2000
people <coJ;lauct their fish,
business, in the market.
They range from big sellers
with big business of over a
hundred' thousand to petty
ones that bJive -less _than
Z-O,OO{) . businesses.
Regarding patronage by
customers the fish seller's
treasurer said there is"
drastic fall in the business.
He stated that their steady
customers were the food'
sellers and restaurateurs.
"Our steady customers are
the food sellers and

BU$IN£SS

The impact of the
current global
financial crisis has

begun to manifest in the fish
market in Kano . Wearing
gloomy faces, the fish sellers
inAbubakar Rirnimarket are
going through a season of
inactivity occasioned by low
patronage by buyers. The
number of people coming to
the market to buy fish has
reduced by almost 70% as
discovered Daily Trust.

While the market
continues to witness fall in
sales, fish coming to the
market from the many dams,
spread across Kano State
continue to flood the market.
Apart from the dams
independent fish farmers
also take their fish to the
market

Daily Trust learnt that
fresh fish is brought to the
market from Hadejia in
Jigawa state, Dambatta,
Bagwai, Minjibir and Karaye
in Kano state. When the
market was lucrative fish
were also brought to the
market from Ibadan .But for
smoked fish, the commodity
is brought from Borno and
Yobe states, as well as Chad
and Niger Republics.

Alhaji Dahiru A. Baba,
treasurer fish sellers
Association of Nigeria,
Kano state chapter in an
interview with Daily Trust
said the fish market in its
present location has been
operating for over 20 years.
He revealed that patronage
has reduced drastically
despite the importance of
fish to the nutritional need
of human beings.

According to him
starting the fish business
does not require
registration, "once a person
comes to start a business
here the only thing we do is
to investigate his
background to be sure of his
good character. Once this is
confirmed, we allow him to
start his fish business," he
said.

To start the business
proper one needs a capital
base of not less than N600,
000. Baba, however attested
to the fact that such amount
was too big for one person,
saying they normally
operate as a joint venture,
where about six people
would contribute Nloo' 000
to start the business.

He stated that even
though they normally get
their commodity within
Kano state and the
neighbouring Jigawa state,
the fish sellers travelled as
far as Ibadan to buy fish
from fish farmers, adding
that Ibadan was the major
producer of fresh fish
through fish farming.

"We normally select
some people among us, we
give them our money and
they travel to Ibadan to make
large purchase of the fresh
fish. Sometimes we gathered

The dwindling fish market in Kano
OR HER
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Relaxing on a tree, eating mango

Wasiu in his kitchen

cashew tree opposite the mud
structure that has reached the
lintel level. He erected the small
structure and moulded the mud
bricks himself. He does

windows. No security
whatsoever against external
invader. He covers a section
with nylon during raining
season. But he sleeps on a

Poverty and life in the graveyard weaved together in the story of a 'prince' called Wasiu
By JibrinAbubakar

.~.--.-..-.---------
reporter). I arrange
wooden planks on this tree
sleep on them."

Asked if he was r()lmfl~ln;'iI

sleeping on a bed made
wooden planks, he says:
enjoy it. This -is how I do
everyday," arr-anging his
before oUJ'"reporter.

The environment I
deserted and could
dangerous as veno
reptiles like snakes
scorpions could prey on
unsuspecting human at nigl
At the foot of the tre
surrounding Wasiu's hou
there is a semblance of a val
and a water path. Within
house is also a tree. This
where Wasiu washes his p
plates, spoons, clothes a
spreads them on the tree to
He calls it his kitchen. He
his firewood from the dry
around and helps himself w
ameal.

"I like to cook myself,"
adds. His toilets and oatnroos
are inside the bush. The well
his house is his source
drinking water.

"Whenever they 'come
bury a dead person, th
always come to me for
and water or for 0
assistance. This is what I
doing, that
would reward me harlds.omeJ}f
he said.

Asked if he had ever
the psychiatric hospital for
mental ailment, he says he
no reason to visit any
because he had been
and physically healthy.
thank God for my health,"
says.

Recounting how he
laboured to obscurity in
past, Prince Wasiu says:
used to work for a constructiq
company until 2001."

Asked why he decided
live in the graveyard, he
in ungrammatical
"Oga na sufferness, na
dupe me,I no get any where
go. That is why I park
here."

His life started
when his N30, 000 life-sa
in 1993 was trapped in
hands of a dubious friend
had promised to help get a
so he could start a
business. As it turned out
be, he neither sees the
nor the car. His friend had
him to Ilesha in Osun
where he promised to get
the car. After
car for two months,
optimism of getting the
gradually waned. But he
not going to let go. He
demand for a refund since
was no car. At the end of
day, he got N6, 000 of
N30,00·0. The experie
devastated him.

travelled," he says.
Asked to demonstrate how

one can pass a night on a tree
withoutlosing his balance, he
says: "This is where I sleep
every day (While
demonstrating toDaily Trust's

everything without a helping
hand. He is a loner.Some times,
he says, he feels lonesome and
wishes he were with his family.

"I put zink on the room but
dey (Vandals and thieves)
break and steal them when I

Poverty has given him a
deadly kiss. Itwouldn't
let him be. But he

wouldn't give up. He calls
himself 'the poor prince'.
People call him:Mystery prince
of the graveyard. He has no
home among the living, he says
- no friend to trust and no family
for company. He was born to
go it alone.

Living with the dead is like
a hope in sight. His bitter
experiences perhaps left him
with psychological impairment.
The thoughts embossed on his
mind. When poverty struck,
he had gone to the river to end
it all.He thought of living away
from people -The graveyard
and its serenity replaces his
dashed wishes- It is a place of
refuge.

PrinceWasiuOshuolale, 39,
had to relocate to the cemetery
where, according to him, there
is equality and harmony. He
says there is peace in the
graveyard. It used to be the
safest place to live. But now it
is no longer safe as the
authorities are blowing the
whistles on him, telling him the
time is up. But quit he won't,
for there isno home elsewhere.

He introduced himself as a
Prince. His title betrays his
person. He had left his
ancestral village in Oyo State
in search of greener pasture in
Abuja. Instead, the pastures he
found were not green. Itwas
Abuja that turned him into the
shadow of his old self; and it
was here that his battle to stay
afloat in the troubled waters of
life began.

He found himself in the
belly of Gauraka, a safe haven
for him, and a cosmopolitan
settlement in Niger State.

Here he battled poverty, but
not to fmality. He regressed to
hunting and gathering when he
left for Ilesha. Hunting
worsened his economic status
for the stronghold of the
menace on him was firm.

He tells Daily Trust that he
is a prince in his ancestral home
because his father is a titled
man.

Hear him: "I am a prince
because my father has a
traditional title. He is a Baale
(A village head) in my village."

When Daily Trust visited
his home in the graveyard,
there is nothing to suggest that
it is a place for humans, for
there is no protection against
the devils among men, neither
is there any against the sun,
rain, wind, nor against
venomous animals.

The house, made of mud, is
an uncompleted one-room
apartment, its floor, sandy,
without leather carpets or tiles.
It has no roofing sheets, no
ceilings, no doors, ad'd no
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people used to come at night
singing and dancing 'around
graves, adding that they recite
some incantations holding a big
torchlight.

He also says the weather
condition in the graveyard is
breezy with beautiful
vegetations around.

Hear him: '1am not surebut
my year of birth should be
between 1969 or 1970.1 can't
be precise because 1don't have
mother. She died while 1was a
kid. But I have a younger
brother who was bom in 1972.
I attended Baiku Memorial
primary school and that was
what gave me courage. At a
point here I was on my way to
the Kantomariver inSuleja he/e
to commit suicide when 'I
remembered the name 'of my
primary school- Baiku primary
school, which means hope and
that was what gave me the
courage to come back not to
commit suicide. When my
mother died that time I
remember the time in school I
was in primary one or two.
That was why I said if one is
still alive, there is hope again."
(edited the pigeon English).

He says he attended Oke
Ibadan high school and passed
out in 1987.

While he expresses
optimism and hope that he
could still live like normal
people, he however calls on the
authorities to help save his
home from government,
because he has been given a
quit notice.

He says that although
government promises to
compensate him, was not sure
of what becomes of him, if he
is fmally evicted.

Asked whether he feels the
positive impact of democracy,
he says: "Make I no lie to you
Nigeria is bad. 1pray that God
will help us with good leaders.
Yes I believe in democracy. I
am a Muslim and I believe in
prayer. Prayer is the key. I
always thank God because it is
only him that can help. Some
times I find it difficult to pray
because some times 1 don't
have strength. If there is no
food you can hardly be able to
pray. "

A resident of Gauraka and a
nurse Mustafa Usman who is
also one of the youth leaders
confirms to Daily Trust that:
"People have been suspecting
him Of voodoo practices and
or may be he is doing
something secretly that
nobody knows but no one has
caught him with anything.
Generally people don't trust
him because it is not normal for
a person to be living inside the
graveyard. Now they have
asked him to leave because
there is plan to build a fence
round the cemetery. But the
other time he helped to arrest a
woman who came to do some
traditional rituals around the
graves. I think he may be a
normal person but living in a
graveyard is odd."

Malam Sabo, another
resident of Gauraka also tells
this paper that Prince Wasiu is
friendly and harmless. "He is a
Muslim. It is just"his way of
living his life," he says.

"I dey plan to bring my wife
from Enugu now that I dey get
small small woodwork work.
You know woodwork is my
handwork," the Prince said.

Speaking on the scene in the
cemetery, he said at night some

unsuccessfully. He had planted
cassava and had to return to
his old trade of woodwork. He
says he is a principled man and
abhors going about begging
people. He is also planning to
bring his wife from Enugu.

many wives as possible. Enugu, she dey sell banana
. "I think my father get eight when she dey here. Now 1 no

wives and I be the number four know wetin she dey do but I
as a child. My mama na be the hear say she dey live with a
number three wive and 1be her friend," he adds.
first child.Wedey two, withmy Prince Wasiu had also
brother. My wife dey for practiced farmingr~ -_.._--- -_ .._- .1

Narrating his ordeal, he
says: "If 1 asked them about
the car, dem go say dem go go
Oshogbo go bring am. I go
expect expect, nothing nothing
. dem go say this, dem go say
that. Dem say make I no tell
anybody.

"When my friend dupedme,
I get no place to go again. I dey
there for three months. When I
returned, they don sell my
property to pay my house rent.
I no want make case with them.
That my friend wey I say he
dupped me, he is from Ilesha,
He says if I collect the money,
we go get the car fast for Ilesha.
So dem giveN20,OOOinside the
money na him I struggle get
NlO,OOOjoin am, we com go
llesha with that my friend go
look for car.That time na 1994.
Wen we reach Ilesha my friend
say make I give am all the
money, be a friend now, I come
give am all the money. He keep
am with him. We waka waka,
for llesha nothing nothing. I
ask dem, dey go say dey go go
to Oshogbo go bring the car. I
go expect expect, nothing
nothing.

"Na so we come begin to do
hunting inside forest. Only God
dey help man because we go
flied. We go go inside forest
go look for food. The money
no-dey. Na one girl con say
make I be careful. The people
saymake I go findNIO,OOQand
television bring am come. I
come tell dem say make we go
to my father place for Ibadan
that if we get there he go give
us the money. As we reach my
father place, my father just yab
me, yab me, well well. My
father come say which name
dey inside the receipt for the
money we pay. I come say na
my friend name. Because when
we reach there my friend say
make dey put him name. Na
himmy father dey angry,he yab
me, yab me. Na him we com go
back make I try collect my
money. Out of N30, 000 they
paid N4, 000 and later Nl,ooo
today next time they go give
us another Nl,OOO.I see say the
thing no get head. I con come
back to this place."

Asked about his family life,
he says he is married and that
the woman and his children are
currently in Enugu where he
worked before. His wife used
to be with him. She hawked
banana while she was with him
but now he doesn't know how
she is living with his 5 kids
since she left. He says it was
she who discouraged him from
doing poultry farming, because
that is his goal in life. He also
speaks of his original family
and his father's eight wives as
a titled man. However, he does
not know the 'number of
children his father has. He says
as traditional chief, he has the
traditional perrni~ to marry as

e
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seen III
introduction of
motorcycles and Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, MD, FBN

customers for their loyalty
and patronage over the
years.
He said: "The Big Splash

Promo Reloaded, is an
extension of the promo held
last year, it is targeted at
appreciating our
vast majority
customers and
also empowering
them to better
their living
conditions and
con r r i but e
meaningfully to
the growth and
development of.
the Nigerian
economy."
He disclosed

that the promo is
targeted at the

the array of prizes to bewon.
He further stated that the

promo is designed to
strengthen its relationship
with its customers, giving
them a sense of belonging
in addition to the assurance
of safety of deposits and
improved banking
relationship.~--,._-

! From Kayode Ekundayo,1
; Lagos i
~. ••• __ ••• ._. •__ •__ •••_ JFirst Bank of Nigeria

(FBN) PIc has
rewarded 166

customers with cash and
other gift prizes in the second
edition of its Big Splash
Reloaded Promotion draw
held in Lagos.
Out of the 166 customers,

six emerged winners of N 1
million each, while 40 others
emerge winners ofN200, 000
cash prize each.
Winners in the NI million

draw include: Agunbiade
Inre-Gbolohan from Abuja
region, Enang Boniface from
Ibadan, Ordu Gentle from
Port Harcourt, Gani Aliyu
from Sokoro, Enwere
Geraldine from Lagos and
Okafor Nwaora fromAwka.

Speaking at the draws, Mr.
Gbenga Sobo, General
Manager, Products/
Channels disclosed that the
promotion is targeted at
empowering its customers
and also as a way of
showing appreciation to its

First Bank rewards 166 customers

From right to left: Deputy President North- West (MAN) Senator Walid Jibril; President
MAN.Dr. Bashir Borodo; Managing Director PAN Dr. Haroun Ibrahim Aliyu; Deputy
Managing Director PAN Shehu Sani Dauda during the visit of MAN President to PAN
last week.

. '\

From Mohammed
, Shosanya, Lagos ,
: .•.•• J

to nip the practice in the bud.
He also called on the apex

bank to ensure that the
twenty five commercial
banks which scaled the
recapitalisation hurdle are
kept alive in the face of the
on-going global financial
crisis.
According to him,

Nigerians have given a clean
bill of health to the surviving
banks and cannot afford to
watch thetn go into
extinction.
Commenting on the lack­

lustre attitide of financial
institution to .auditing, the
ANAN boss stated that
auditing issues are not well
imbibed by banks in the ~
country.
He said banks treat

auditing with kid gloves
purposely to prevent
customers' access to loans.

The growing
desperation and rat­
race by which

commercial banks seek for have not translated into the
deposits among potential creating loans to finance real
customers is disturbing the sector of the economy which
Association of National is in dire need of assistance.
Accountants of President of ANAN
Nigeria(ANAN). Dr.Samuel Nzekwe who

The association said while disclosed this yesterday in
managers of the banks have Lagos at a meeting with
thrown caution and Commerce and Industry
professional etiquette to the Correspondent Association
wind in the pursuit of deposit, ofNigeria[CICAN]appealed
the exercise has not added to the Central Bank of
any value to Nigerians. Nigeria[CBN]to introduce

Specifically, the union said' measures that would check
the accumulation of deposits the excesses of commercial

-E---p-a-y-m-e-n-t-will~· -c-h~e-c-k-c-o-r-r-u-p-ti-o-n-----'--'---U-1J-~-C--b-o-=--ss-1=~~~:i~n:~he ec:e:oo~it

A n e.ffective and r---Fromlbraheem-Mus~--'! inefficientandineffectivee- pay~en!, as early = I cannot grow with th~
efficient e-payment I Kaduna payment system may pos~lble., he ~her said, I questionable posture being
system will check _. __ _ _._ -_ .J jeopardize the nation's. )iddmg that t~elr ball;kers I dis la ed b the banks in

corruption and waste UBEC is one of the financial commitment and:" and other service providers I b '1d'y d y. f li
because transactions of government agencies that this will make "stakeholders " should help the commission I Ul mg eposit port 0 10
government can easily be has embraced e-payment, to lose interest and hope in to achieve its objective. I and called on the apex bank
traced from one source to .. "As attoday, we have not the system." The executive
another, Dr. Ahmed only disbursed over N2 secretary pointed out that a
Modibbo Mohammed, the, billion to State Universal successful e-payment
Executive Secretary of Basic Education system rests on accounting
Universal Basic Education Boards(SUBEBs) through officers, accountants and
Commission (UBEC) said the system, we have also auditors, urging
yesterday. paid over 30 contractors and participants at the workshop

The Executive Secretary remitted our to look into how the system
who made this known while taxes(withholding tax, VAT will work better. .
delivering a keynote address and PAYE) up to the month Dr.Mohammed reminded
at a two-day workshop on of March, 2009 through e- SUBEBs who are yet to
the: "Effectiveness of e- payment", he said. submit the names, bank and
payment in Universal Basic However, the executive account numbers of the
Education", said that it is secretary mentioned the participants of Federal
imperative for government problems of data security, Teachers Scheme(FTS) to
to migrate from the manual delay in crediting do so immediately because
payment system to e- beneficiaries' accounts due the 45,000 FTS participants
payment in its efforts to to system failure and will be paid through e-

. become a cashless and submission of wrong payment.
t e c h n 0 log y - d r i v e n account numbers by " Fur the r m 0 r e ,
economy. contractors as some of the disbursement of the 2nd
According to him, e- problems being tranche to over 4,000

payment will also reduce the encountered in the communities that benefited
amount of currency outside implementation of e- from2007 UBE Self-Help
the banking system and this payment. In addition, he Projects would be through
will ensure a more effective listed wrong authorization the e-payment system", he
monetary policy and unconfirmed added.
management that will bring transactions, as welJ as lack Although the commission
about stability in price and of constant power supply, has implemented e-payment
interest rates. telephone lines and through the use of 'e-
Dr. Mohammed who was functional internet facilities payment mandate,' UBEC's

represented by Professor as the bane of the system. "ultimate aim is to
Charles Oloja said that He warned that an implement end to end e-

In a paper presentation commission was forced to
on the status and institute legal actions
chalJenges of compliance of against the defaulting
the contributory pension employers after other
scheme in Nigeria, sanction options failed.
PENCOM's head of "The commission has a
Resolution and - kind of sanction regime
Enforcement, Mal lam used to compel employers
Mohammed Bello Umar to contribute to the

various stages of 'passing
pension laws in their
states".
.He said that compliance

level in Nigeria is very low
because employers are
under the impression that
pension contributions
increase personnel cost. ,
Malam Umar added that ~

compliance level by
employers can 'be
enhanced -through massive
enlightenment and
sensitization campaign.

employers on the effective
implementation of the new
scheme.

79. Presently, we have
started the process of legal
action against 48
employers of labour from
both the private and public
sector".
Mallam Bello said that

compliance level in the
public sector indicates that
about 1.4million employers
are participating in the
scheme, while the private

said that the- commission pension scheme. We have sector draws about 1.3
has al so adopted the issued warning letters to million employers.
strategy of "naming and 2,398 defaulting employers "Compliance level in
shaming" to 90 defaulting and monetary- penalties to states is however very low ~PENCOM;:::-:::-=--==-;:;;-;;:::::-;;:_-=-=-=-=-=====================-=-=-=-=-...::-=-=-.-=~-. . _---------_._---------------------------------.._-----_-._--__-----..- ----- - _----__ -.------.-----~----.----_____-_._.__.._._--

Stop chasing customers for
deposit, ANAN warns banks

employers as part of her
sanction regime.
He added that the

Act, the National Pension
Commission (PEN COM)
has instituted legal action
against 48 default
employers for various
pension offences
inc rud in g the non
remittance of the obligatory
7.5% contribution to the
Retiree Saving Account
(RSA).
The Commission has

also issued 2,398 warning
letters and 79 monetary
penalties after holding
series of consultation with

with only 842,321. 10 states
have successfully passed
pension laws in their states,
while 23 states have
pension bills under

deliberation in their state
houses of assembly.
However 3 states are at

-~Pension: 48 employers face legal action
I~o~b~fi~~;:s~~~'~t~~~ r-~ByAb~~a.~~~~uba • 2 398 eet wamine letters

new Pension Reform ' b.'" b
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30.7
51
40.1
195
78
121
I
47
231
164
36
4
213
3,057

ACCESS BANK PLC
AFRIBANKNIGERIA PLC
DIAMONDBANK PLC
ECOBANKNIGERIA PLC
FIRSTCITYMONUMENTBANKPLC
FIDELITYBANK PLC
FIRST BANKOFNIGERIA PLC
FIRST INLANDBANKPLC
GTBANKPLC
STANBICIBTCBANKPLC
INTERCONTINENTALBANKPLC.
OCEANIC BANK INTERNATIONALPLC
BANKPHB PLC
SKYE BANK PLC.
SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC
UNITEDBANK FORAFRICA PLC.
UNION BANKOFNIGERIA PLC
UNITYBANKPLC
WEMA BANK PLC
ZENITlI BANKPLC
SedDrToIah

.' :...
2!3/lfO.Oo.
2,UJO,40o..o.o.
i.,z43,610.0&
'@e' <~!

51,500
470,000
521,soo

.1,923,842.40 :55.Sector Totals

!.
I

:~ #

:'

9~3,307.52
221,809.00
3QI,823.00

.. 2,95,22r~8

10,500
59,252
48,585
175,400
527,898
880,635 .

FIDSON HEALTHCAREPLC
GLAXOSMITHKLlNECONSUMERNIG PLC 9
MAY& BAKERNIGERIA PLC. 10
NEIMETH INTERNATIONALPI:IARMA.PLC 6
UNIONDIAGNOSTIC& CLINICAL SER. PLC 22

CAPITALOIL PLC
Sector Totals 250 3,457.50
,,__ .,.,$'1')11_+%"" ;-""'¥W*&,ifltilwf,i4 Wiltp;"i\\i44\4I¥@""k;ry;s'iir'6Ei.jMiiJ!Ji
AFPRINTNIGERIA PLC 2 0.86 1,545_ 1,344.15
FTNCOCOAPROCESSORSPLC 18 1.10 167,900 183,490.00
LIVESTOCKFEEDSPLC __ .-- '7 1.13 34,491 39,899.38
THE OKOMU_PJLP-ALMCOM~Y PLC I 29.61 30,009 .' 843,900.00
-PREsCOPLc 10. 5.33 79,910 425,3&2.50

Cumpal1~ ;\ame Noof Deals Quotlltionl\) Quanti~ Traded \altle ofSbare> Company \ame \0 of De-Jl< QU'Jlilti(.gl:-" Quanti" Traded Value of Share'

28,700

5 4.14
I 4.32
6

CAPITALHOTEL PLC
IKEJA HOTEL PLC
Sector Totals

2.28
15.76
4.70
1.72
0.56

3.163
369

UTCNIGERIA PLC
Sector Totals

REPORTAS AT MONDAY,APRIL 6, 2009

46,598.50
358,696.50

5,350
629,546

1,770,091.89272,973

9.168
23

6048

Sector Totals

AIRLINESERVICESAND LOGISTICS PLC I 10.64 10,000 101,100.00

1,494,011•.033]3,84638

I _ '
oj

'f
!

Sector Totals
_-

THE 'NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

86,387.00

BU$lN£SSFINANCE
2009



N4,515,986,929,192.17Cap.

N 1,224,610,497.55Value

155,144,501Volume

5,430Deals

4.32
=~.-==-,.:-~~--~,..,.._ ~~~

Market State~Closed
19,962.57Index

4.47

10.05

29.00

6.04

6.48

10.10

8.10

925

36.40

8}mId LastCiose

NB 36.90

ETI 9.73

UNlLEVER 8.50

CADBURY 10.45

NAHCO 6.82

CILEASING 635

UACN 29.30

GUARANTY 10.34
...

SKYEBANK 4.70

IKEJAHOTEL 4.54

15.45

10.50

21.60 :::r:~;'!~!!!~~as!~!!~~m~!?E~v!!l~!!~~~!!-
! mies began to etch under cfNl.l trillionasatDecember vested in quoted equities

+DAO ! eexcruciatingpainofthe Within 8months,theNSE 2008was ordinarilysuppose shielded the largest propor-
i globalmeltdown,financialex- recordedanestimatedlostof to call for celebrationfor all tion of asset from becoming
perts inNigeria includingthe N7 trillion, a situation that stakeholdersinthepensionin- seriously affected by the

· GovernoroftheCentralBank forcedtheDirectorGeneralof dustry including the apex stockmarketcrash.OIangei of Nigeria (tBN), Professor NSE,Dr.NdiOkerekeOnyiuke regulatorybody(PEN(;OM), Mr. Ahmed said added:
YesCerday'sClose i CharlesSoluduinhis"every- to call for bail-out from the but, the meltdown ensured "Returnsfromnon-equityand

i thing is alright"mentalityas- federalgovernmentin order they neverdid. r mutualfundinvestmentwere
-0.50 i suredNigeriansthatthecoun- to rescuetheailingmarket. In addition,RSA invest- howeverpositiveandhadout

, i try iswell insulatedfromthe As part of theboomerang ment in equities which was weightedthe losses incurred
-0.48 I sweepingeffect of the hurri- effectof themeltdowninthe 15.93%in 2007crashlanded in 2008due to the meltdown

j cane. capital market is the lost in to 9.52%as at the endofDe- inthecapitalmarket.Eventu-
'-0.40 I . However, the hydra pensionassetworldwide. cember,2008. ally,overallreturnfortheRSA

. i headedproblemof the melt- In USA, retirement sav- UnlikeGermany,Nigeria fundswasmarginallypositive
-0.35 i down was to prove that ingsaccountalonelost$2bil- hadonly about32%of its to- (at 0.73%)overthe year.Be­I Nigeria's economy was not lion(approxirnatelyN335tril- tal pensionfunds investedin ing long term funds,the low

i after all protectedas alleged lion)in2005.Accordingtothe Federal Government securi- returnsby theRSAfundmay
-0.34 i also be compensatedin time! by expertswhen the country United Kingdom's Pension ties/bonds and II% in real

i began experiencing cash ProtectionFund,89"10ofpen- estate. when the capital market re-
-0.31 i crunch, fall in the value of sion schemes in the country A colossallookat the ac- bounds".

; Naira and rise in cost of im- becameunhealthyby theend tual asset holdings of the In hispaperpresentation,
-030 ' . . h th I NI098 '11' . fu d Headofriskmanagement,Mr.. i portation WIt e resu tant of 2008 largely due to the . tn Ionpension n s Ehimeme Ohioma said thati effectof foodstuffsskyrock- stockmarketcrash.Irishpen- indicates that investment ill
-029 I. eting beyondthe reachof the sion funds lost 30% of their moneymarket securitieswas 11,304employeesare due to

retirebetween2008and2009i ordinaryNigerian.Tocapitall, valuein2008. 32%, while ordinary share and have been enrolled and
-023 l Nigeriansbegantoexperience InLatinAmerica,Chile's gulped 20%. Investment in verifiedfortheissuanceofre-

i ageneral increaseinstandard pension fund dropped from unquotedand corporatedebt tirementbonds.

'~'"""''"'.".'~,..~~2~.2._I ofH~~~~p,thewornnight- ~~~~~S~~~nb:ru~i:~ "'~~':k~~~:t':l~oea~;ybee~~'!e":!a:.,~5;JJ;~~
{, ;" maretoeverhitNigeriais the tober 2008. Except for Ger- workshop organized for Fi- RSAs for FGN employees,

.... " ." i crashinthecapitalmarketoc- manywhichadoptedadiffer- nanceandLabourcorrespon- whoretiredinDecember,2008.
casionedby a free fall in the ent pattern of pensionman- dents in Kaduna, Director More so, PENCOM's

i value of equities in the floor agementbyinvestinga larger General of PENCOM, Mr. Technical Commissioner,
· oftheStockexchangemarket. proportioninbonds,otherEu- MohammedKabirAhmedsaid EyambaHenshawsaid that a
, Accordingto a reportby ropean countries also suf- that pensionfundswhichhad specialRetireeFund had al­
i an American financialnews feredamajorsetback. the largest exposureto equi- readybeencreatedtotakecare
and data company,All Share InNigeria,7%ofthetotal tiesweremosthitbythemelt- of 1% retireesandinvestment

i index in the stock exchange contribution to the Retiree down. whichwasstrictlyinfixedin-.
marketdroppedby 37%, the Savings Account (RSA) Hehoweverobservedthat comesecurities.
biggest decline to have ever whichstoodatN471.77billion thelimitimposedbytheregu- However, many serving
beenrecordedinmorethana was lost due to crash in the lationon investmenton Pen- employershaveraiseddoubts
decade and the worst of 89 equities market. Pension sion assets that only a maxi- on the safetyof their fund at

· benchmarkindexes. FundAssetwhichhad accu- mumof25%ofpensionassets retirement.

+0.7515.76

16.27

17.11

21.63

+1.0589.55

70.50

75.83

~ l.astCiose

AP 7222

OANOO 69.20

GUINNESS 88.50

BCC 20.60

WAPCO 16.30

PZ 15.50

GLAXOSMlTH 15.01

NBC 21.00

UBN 10.06

FlRSTBANK 15.05

661

55

48

111

71

47

~ -

·Stock markets give up earlygains
. _.. ] European stockmarkets heads above the parapet on erswereprotected. comes with conditions,"Mr

have given up early the basis that the global HiscommentstoCBStele- Geithnersaid.
Trades gains,fallingonexpec- economyappears to be get- visioncomeaftertheUSgov- "Notjust toprotectthetax-

tationsthatWallStreetwould ting past the bottom,but the ernment removed GM boss payerbut to makesurethis is
openlower. next test will be how robust RickWagonerfromhispost. the kindof restructuringnee-

Earlier, shares had ex- earnings are," said Richard Critics say that financial essary for them to emerge
66 i tendeda recentrally inspired Hunter, head of equities at firmshavenotbeensubjectto stronger.And where that re-

by hopesthattheworstmight HargreavesLansdown. thesamegovernmentinterven- quires a change of manage­
be overfortheworldeconomy. Asian markets shrugged' tiondespitemassivebail-outs. ment of the board, we'll do

Afterrisingmorethan1% offnewsofarocketlaunchby MrWagonerwasforcedto that."
atfirst,theUK'sFTSE100in- NorthKorea,focusinginstead leave as a conditionfor pos- The US governmenthas
dex was down 1.1%, and oneconomicfigures. sible additionalloans. comeunderfireafterexecutives
FrenchandGermanstocks also Jap~ese exporters, like "If, in the future, banks atAIGreceivedlargebonuses,

203 fell. Concernsaboutthe up- Panasoruc,got a boostas the needexceptionalassistancein despite the insurer needing
corning corporate earnings yen weakenedand.after US orderto get throughthis,then $170bn of government::~~t;~i~~~~~d~r:~~~~~e:fJ~~~~~:vy~Jl..r.!!~~.s..~t:fu~t~s.i§~I::~....SIJ_p.PQrt,~~~,_......._ .._.. .
its takeover of Sun gieswereeasingtheUSfinan- Shell reopens Nlgerian
Microsystems unsettled in- cialcrisis. • .
vestors. BBCbusinesseditorRob- gas plant after repaIrs

TheFTSE 100indexwas ert Peston says that share
down43.5 pointsat 3,986.17 prices have been rising not ruyaIDutchS~ellhas.re (PHCN) to.shut down three

307 pointsin afternoontrade. because.there is evidenceof sumedoperations at ~ts powe~ sta~JOnsand reduce
France'sCac40indexwas economic recovery-butrather torogu gas plant III operations IIIa fourth.

401 down0.94%to2,931.04while that the pace of deterioration Nigeriathreedaysafteritwas The state-run electric
=--;;;r;--=--;;'1W"'.........,,"%?--- 7P',,_,.,j Germany'sDaxindexhadfullenmayhavebeendecelerating. shutdownto repairapipeline companysaidpowergenera-

0.8%to4,350.07.InAsia,Hong He saysthere is evidence thatwas tappedby thieves,a tion fell by more than 700
==~""'-=""""="-"""'="-=="-~~ Kong's Hang Seng index thattheavailabilityofcreditis spokesmansaid onMonday. megawatts to around 2,500

endedup 3.1%,whileJapan's improvingintheUK, andthat Thefacility'sbriefclosure MW.
YesUlrday's(bse 0Iange Nikkeirose 1.2%. the underlyingmessagefrom caused the OPEC member's Despite being Africa's

Investors were hopeful recentmixeddata on theUK already intermittent power largestoilproducer,Nigeria's
+3.61 that low interestrates,stimu- housingmarketmay be that generationtofallbymorethan power systemis in shambles

Ius plans and banking bail- prices are not dropping as 20percent.Itbeganresending due to decadesof corruption
+1.30 outs would begin to pull the quicklyastheywere.BBC. gas suppliesto severalpower and mismanagement.Much

worldeconomyoutofitsslump. US 'mayremovebankex- stationsinAfrica'smostpopu- ofNigeriagoeswithoutelec-
The gains came afterUS ecutives' lous countryon Saturday. tricityforweeksatatime,leav-

stocksendedhigheronFriday, US Treasury Secretary "We've repairedthepipe- ingresidentstorelyonexpen-
+1.03 logginga fourthweekofcon- TimothyGeithnersays he is line. The plant resumedgas sive gasoline-poweredgen­

secutivegains,despitegloomy prepared to oust executives supplies on Saturday,"Shell erators.
dataon thejobs market.Mar- anddirectorsatbanksthat re- spokesmanPreciousOkolobo The power problems in

+0.81 ketsalso tookheartafterinves- quire "exceptional"govern- said. . Nigeria,hometo 140million

+0'.77 tors stronglybackedHSBC's ment assistance.He saidthe The cut in supplies from people, are one of the main
cash call - the biggestin UK governmentwould consider theplant, inthesouthernstate brakesoneconomicgrowthin
corporatehistory. forcing out senior manage- of Delta, forced the Power sub-SaharanAfrica'ssecond­

"Bulls are putting_~~ir menttoensurethatl!.~~I?~.t.;!.i?~~i:':l!?_C::.?'!P.~y_~~Jg~~~~.~~~est_econo~t R~~!~rs.

,Start/rom page 31
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Symbol - ~I~'nie Value

STERLNBANK 3,680,321.00 4,324,642.13

STARCOMMS 3,701,776.00 7,741,431.04

STDINSURE 4,115,623.00 2,263,348.99

DAARCOMM 5,588,882.00 7,312,551.34

ACCESS 6,707,047.00 33,997,889.58

TRANSCORP 7,796,919.00 4,154,755.38

INTENEGINS 9,096,849.00 9,548,260.77

FlRSTBANK 13,220,341.00 203,752,806.66

GUARANTY 17,277,480.00 174,537,341.44

IN1ERCONT 19,727,721.00 128,867,105.34
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Pfceasenote that rogistfatioo ~ (lOmm$nt$ from 1100
tl!Xm on Monday 20th "pdf.2009 at the vtmJe"

fI[IIIB It is compiJJsory oor~ry memoor of ibe'AAsociilii1JQl11o aH'am
t-his programme at least 0000' a YIMF. tfl other woo:Js,al[
member$!'*~her p~dng m noo-proc.Nclngmust at~ood.
TbemIi 00E*_mn.Ahugh this session is pru1icWarly
for tne members 1;0 the ~ Zone, wtUch includes the
IDlI~ng States:- Plateau, Nasarawaj .i3eooe.Keg!. Kwarn.;
-Niger and Ahuja. ftrembers in other stites wiID wish: tn
. attend inis session at Nasarawu State are free m db 50,

CameFee: 1420,000.00{'fw-entyThouHnd Naira Only} per participant
The- r<ij$ is to C{lVerCou~ $oo'l~fl:if arodLUTIch Oill¥, '

. PiRSOt4Ab CHEQUgSME NOI AC'CEP'M:lLE.

I8tI! MOnday 20th ~ThufSdaj' 2J.rdAplil. 2DO[t

IImII: City Hall, Shendam R'Oao, Lafia. Nasarawa S~at.fit,

• Exportin to ore than 120 Countries.
• Over 10POO,OOO Users with Same Choice.fiiurnlu:mt to Rule 1;,4floJ of As5'odatioi1 ()JNational Acrountaots of Nigeria

R-..le:1~$, ~~ 1~t ~$!i1a:n of 2009 Msndillo!')' Continuing Pr-ofesslonal
P.t!:V~fQp.nw:nt(MCPO) pr~l"amme will hOld as fonow!j~
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NEW POWER NEW LIFE

I BEIIRATOR
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FestU$Oko)-e
ExerotIve Director Human RighIs Moottl}r

4.

3.

Adopt a iabal vlcw cyf'1ll>Ue,~ and UlQVe Nigeria
towards W::lfl1I®tic1;100 m~uID:attoruli
hUrrtlUi rightS obligirti4:ms.
Lead tht:Nlltt(Hlill HUfilJlriRights Comttlis8h:ul on a
tioilld bJi:,;kuuund to fcwUfl he--r 'N Status in the
comity afNlItimai ImUfntiol1$.
Empf9Y miYre- pe-fi~(llHl with civil $QCf~ty
backgQund in th~ Nl'itli)1:1A1HmtliaHi Rigllts
COtbmis~'ioitllfid raise the Ill()hlk of the e:x.istirt.g
staff thmtl-gh iropt(}Vefnettt in their 1Iie!fare
conditiolMl, _
Open brCXl4~!ied ('';QMut~iQO with civil socic..+y
groups and other 51aireiJO!OOll with a vie....>' te
impf>l}....1ng the clln~e- of righlS and bringing to
oook. tbiM!e that violate ,he d\'il rights of i~lt
citizens.

Human Rl$bm M(mlwr and l,l!her civH $ocic1y g.roups lind
ol\'lln1Zliltloo$ will iXlopcmte with the new R~¢cutivc
~fQt3cy to enllb~ him ft~Uln ~ maud3tc of the
C'.omm.m.sion.'I'h¢ rul¢ onaw and due .f.WOC>lS3must bemade
to prurneui<caU facets of .the Nigerian gooiery aoo the
National. Human Rights Gommissioo. lfiilllt be the tl§l<let in
t1ds,area.

thin we Jrope wi It stCUJ I!he C{lffimissiOil tOWllfd,.., true
iooependmoo in its activns.,coodUetarui. opcmiml$,
We therefore urge the Federal GQVerrullCllt to show mote
cmnmrtnwnt to the independence -of the Natmnal Hurrum
Righ'ti ()n;nml!RifOI\ by recoru;,tiMin~ me ('wvcmi'ng
CQtmcll With men.and ""'tImen(If int¢¥nt'j workin,s in the
area of human rigbfS;, elections, the prisons and the
judjdary.
\Ve also urgt: the Natk"fiid Assembly c~ exprtiite action on
tbe pIl$sage of the NatiQrttd HUlfi3t\ Rights COnttn.lss:1m1
Amendment Mt presently in. the Natiottl1l AJiiSemb!y.The
am tfp~~ wit! furthergwr:mt~the indepcndenccufthc
Commj$j!J;mboili in too ,*wointmcnt of its CommIssioners
and funding.
We believe tbat me mm.vaT j)f Mrs. Kehitlid.ei\jODi. tbe
appoinlment of Mr. Rolartd Ewtl.bare and me B.m f!ei!idifi~
before the Natiumd .o\$~mblyi!:I'e$tepi$thatmay ICllidto ilie
fulfillment of Wwcmment'$- cmumitmlm'isunder the Paris
Pri~jpleR $00 Nigerrn's C(Wnmitment IQ strengthen and
guatantee tilQ in~cndencenftbe Commission,
Itis sad that nnder Ajoni's lea.deniJlip,.the NaHonal HutlitUl
Rigfttli O;.m:tmi...sion WliSdowngrMied from 'A' 10 'B' stat~
by the [n1.em.3tionruCootdiniiting Committee of National
ttl$ti;tuti~M.
We COUMC!;';IJ)d adVice Mr: Roland EWtlOOreto,
L AJ!.~tt the itldepcildcll«' j)f the COOlmJ$$km.

repositioo it and adopt a pragmatic aoo iloo
bure:am.'nllricap~ 10fulfill itsmandate.

Human Rights Mpl\J;tQTweliXlfile:Jthe apFQlPtmmt o1'a new
Executr.,c S~tary for lihe National HllID:lU Rights
Co.!OOljssion.Tbe ilppointment ofy..1J~Rolam:! E\\'\Ioore, II
c~tatt' law)'ct with a pit}$t(''iiSl'Vebent frem the ~vatc
:;ector U) head the institution has finally need the
CommJssltm from the stnm!!C tcCydinS ()fllm)'cl1l from 1m:
federal Mfnil¢ry' (IfJlJst~ <1$ cx~utivc Scer>Otarie~!f ilie
CommisslOl', The rormer Ex:e<;utiv~ Secremcy, Mrs
K.ehim!eAjM! bas cUt.'1seqnendybeen redrploycd ooek 10
me Fedeta! Ministry of Justiee from where sbe W':aS
~ondoo tothe Natit)naf'HumanR.ightsCl)mmissiQtL
Hw:t1lm,RiglltsM~Jliwr recalls thai ~{rs, Kehimk Ajmli'$

, . premx:~r BulkbariBeUo WJU fecalLOO~k to·the fOOcr:a1 .
MInistry of Jusriee in 2006 in a slJUliar fasilio.l1.Human
Ri;ghtl>Moniwr alllO notes tWit the m:all of Mr. Bukhari
Beno book to dteFedernJMinis,ttyof Jl.l:1ltiee p~ipitated a
crist:> of t;oofidence·betwt':cll the Go.'-cmmcnt and Civil
Society Gmtl~ .:and most civil societ)' !p:UUp5 $imply
ooywued IIw aCliv}tiiOS ofmeCnmmlssiuu,
Mrs, Kcbindc Ajoni, the lMner Executive S¢cr~
liwarenUy got ooggcOO.OOWfiby the cirLllrnstances bfher
tlppointnuml and the OV.positiongenct'dloo by the said
appointment She rould. not in the d~um$u11lees ri~ up to
lh¢ cMHengc of the m~tldat~ of the Commission and could
oot.givC!it the Chl_n·uoc1ffand fuce thaI ~lfmi[l,ljptr<econ.ndooce
and ro~r{:< il.s crwdiMlity,

The :repli.tCeJnent of .Mrs, Ajoni with a neW Bx-et';tl.tivc
Socrebliy fmm tIw pri,'3,t~scott)[ IS aposrtiw ili::veropment'

4l;h Floor, $v.ites UF 00 &, UF 91,.Tvrakii Ali Hoose', ~lKania Ftoad,
P.O. OOX l5'84, Kadulla. Nigeria.

Tel.:234-62M2H~5t}.2.2183M. Fax: 234-62~218267
E-mail;hrm@wwbtLcorti. fastokoye2.OO'3@yancllil_wrn

HUp:1www:hmt-higetia.Qfg
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Culledfrom telegrapkco.f!k

maybe crop up in your
work it could help," Prof
Kennedy said.
The fla4anols, part of a

group o{chemicals called
polyphenols, work by
increasing the flow of
blood into the brain.
For the study 30

-Volunteers were asked to
count backwards in groups
of three from a random
number between 800 and
999 generated by a
computer.
The findings show that

they could do the
calculations more quickly
and more accurately after
they had been given the
drink.
However, the same was

not true when the group
was asked to count
backwards in groups of
seven, which the
researchers described as a
more complex task,
requirmg a slightly
differentpart of the brain.
The fmdings also show

that the volunteers did not
.get as tired doing' the
calculations if they had
been given the cocoa drink,
despite being asked to do
them over and over for an
hour.

Eating chocolate could
improve the brain's
ability to do maths, a

new study suggets.
Mental arithmetic became

easier after volunteers had
been given large amounts of
compounds found in
chocolate, called flavanols,
in a hot cocoa drink.
They were also less likely

to feel tired or mentally

DOg owners do look like their pets, say
psychologists ~~~~~~A~But dog lovers should be

warned that volunteers also
wrongly thought that choice of
breed could predict the owners'
personality

Overall, they judged bull

Ewas thought the ability to
regenerate organs apart from
he liver was reserved for

science fiction characters like Dr
Who.
But now scientists have

shown the human body can
renewheart cellsat a rate of about ,.
one per cent a year "
The discovery could one day

reduce the need for transplants.
,Astudy of 50volunteers,using

~,dating method that detects
traces of a carbon isotope left by
Cold War nuclear bomb tests,
raises the prospect of artificially
stimulating the renewal process
some day. itself
'Itwould be a way to tty and help the heart to some selt-heLII

rather than transplanting new cells,' Jonas Frisen of Sweden
Karolinska Institute said.

'Taking advantage of the heart's own capacity to m>,,,'"''''''
new cells either using pharmaceutical compounds or, if it .
possible, by exercise or any other environmental factor.'

Heart cells are unusual in that they stop dividing early in
Doctors knew there were master cells called stem cells in
heart, but heart muscle usually simply forms scar tissue
damage and never fully regenerates.
In their four-year study reported in the journal Science,

and his colleagues employed an ingenious method to find
whether there was any regeneration at all.

'The DNA of all plant and animal cells incorporated
concentrations of carbon-l 4 released into the atmosphere
above-ground nuclear testing during the Cold War,
Murry of the University of Washington and Richard Lee
Harvard Medical School wrote in a commentary.
• 'This unfortunate episode provides a unique opportunity
test cell population dynamics in hurnan tissues. '
Carbon-14 dating showed that overall, the hearts of their

volunteers were 'younger' than the patients' ages.
Frisen said the rate atwhich the new cells are produced

as we get older, with a young adult in their twenties ro..o"'......
cells at a rate of about I percent a year, falling to half a
a year by the age of75.

Culledfrom dailyltUliLcoouk

How eating chocolate can
-help improve your maths

Culledfrom telegrapkco.ukWomen witb long, glossy bair stand witb their Afgban hound during the Crufts dog show

and a co-author of the study,
said that chocolate could be
beneficial for mentally
challenging tasks.
The findings suggest

students who binge on
chocolate when revising for
exams may gain a real benefit
from doing so.
"For things that are

difficult to do, mentally
demanding things that

drained. according to the
findings, presented at the
British Psychological
Society annual conference
in Brighton.
New curbs needed on

cheap drinks in university
bars, says Prof. David
Kennedy, director of the
brain, performance and
nutrition research centre at
Northumbria University,

been compared to their
dogs, including the petite
Paris Hilton and her

terrier owners as less
intelligent than the others,
while those who had
plumped for poodles and
labradors were thought to
be nicer.
However, personality

tests revealed no such
differences between the
three groups.
Dr Workman added:

"What this study shows
is that you shouldn't
judge a person by their
-dog, but we all do."

The tests' also showed
that overall the dog
owners were nicer or
"more agreeable" than the
general population, the
only major personality
difference the study
found.
Psychologists asked 70

people to match 41 dog
owners, found through
the Kennel Club, to their
breeds.
They were correct

between 50 and 60 per cent
of the time, when chance
suggested thai they
should have a success
rate of around 33 per cent.

Chihuahua,

any shared qualities are only
skin deep."
Many celebrities have

the Birmingham accent was
the most hated in Britain,
added: "When we tested
the dog owners'.
personalities, we found no
strong links between any
particular personality trait
and choice of dog breed, so

Page 37

Researchers found
that members of the
public could predict

which breed of dog a person
would own almost twice as
accurately as they should be
able to, just by looking at a
photograph of their owners.
Volunteers rightly

connected poodles,
labradors and Staffordshire
bull terriers with their
masters.
There were a number of

physical reasons why
owners looks suggested
which dog they would have,
including what clothes they
wore and their build, said Dr
Lance Workman, from Bath
Spa University.
"There is a little bit of

truth in the theory that
owners look like their dogs,
but if you are of a robust
build you will probably
have a more robust dog so
that you can gets lots of
exercise. If you are more
slight you may want a
poodle as you think that
they need less exercise," he
said.
Dr Workman, who

previously carried out a
study which showed that
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FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all
the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a
straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or
diagonally. Cross a word off your list once you have circled it.
Many words,will overlap.

42
Habor lights

Ifyou are dead as•...
Photo location:Hawaii byMartins Phillips
Culledfrom the telegraph.co.uk
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The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up of
smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The numbers alreadypresent
within the puzzle are "given."-these are there to start you off.
The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every ilfgit-from 1-9 needs tofit in each row, column and region
of 9 squares. Each"row, column and region must contain just
one instance of each number. 1-9. .

EASY
53.

'DI<3EST
Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 7, 2009Page 38 ,



major road that would help
to ease off the problem of
flooding in the area .

Speaking at the flag off
ceremony, Obi said the
project was part of the state
government's Urban
Renewal programme for the
Okpoko community, adding
that it would be followed by
other development projects
thatwould uplift the standard
of living of the people.

He said that his

to avoid dumping. refuse in
tite. drains so that
government huge
investment in the project will
not be wasted.

A State House of
Assembly member
representing Ogbaru
consti~cy ~ Njideka
Ezigwe commended and
expressed gratitude to
Governor Obi for
responding to the needs of
the people and saving them
from untold hardship after
many years of neglect by
past administrations .:

administration had paid 65%
of the cost of the
reconstruction, adding that
the reconstruction of the
U ga-Tunc t io n-A tani­
Osamara-Ogwuikpere road,
in addition to provision of
four water bore-hole
schemes and VIP toilet
facilities in the area have
taken off.

Also speaking, governor
Obi said that his government
was equally spending over
two billion Naira for the
dredging of the Sakamori
drain and charged the people

From Beatrice
Onuchukwu, AwkaThe 1.6 kilometer of

road in the thickly
populated area of

Okpoko near Onitsha was
flagged off and awarded to
Consolidated Construction
Company (CCC) at a
contract sum ofN360 million
with completion period of
four months by Governor
Peter Obi of Anambra state.

The road which links
various parts of Okpoko
from Obodoukwu roadto the
Onitsha-Owerri expressway,
is. expected to be
reconstructed to Serve as a

tenrain, The·~~rput
in placeground~s at the
foundation level as
reinforeement $Otliatit does .
not crack in fu~e'" the
cbainnansaid, {lEW ; .

N360m for construction of
1.6 km road near Onitsha

stayed within their offices
and living quarters,
throughout the protest.

He added that pregnant
women and people who fall
ill are at serious risks as the
closest clinic is about 60
kilometers away, while the
whole communities have
only one secondary
school.

Inaddition to these, the
communities are also
asking the federal and state
governments to ensure
that their villages are
provided with some of the
30 megawatts of hydro­
electricity that is about to
be evacuated to Kaduna
state from the dam.

Among those who
addressed " the
demonstrators; include the
vice chairman of Kachia

Ahuja, which also passes
through our communities.
We are lacking all the basic
amenities you know. Social
amenities like clinics,
primary schools, accessible
road network and market
have all been denied to the
communities, despite
government's promised to
provide them in 200I," he
alleged.

During demonstration,
placard-carrying youths
took control of roads leading
to the dam site and the one
leading to the workers living
for hours.

Apparently scared by the
protest, the Italian and Israeli
expatriates handling the
construction of the dam

From Ismail Muclasblr,
KadunaHostcommurUtieSOf

the multi-purpose
Gurara dam in

Kaduna state, which
supplies water to Ahuja
and its environs at the
weekend staged a
demonstration at the dam
site over the alleged failure
of the federal government
to fulfill the promises made
to them when the dam was
about being built in 200 1.

Speaking to newsmen
during the demonstration,
president of Kuturmi
Development Association,
Mr. Samuel Bahago who led
the protest said the
communities are left behind
in term of social amenities.

"We do not have a
single tap water, despite the
fact that water from the dam
is what isused insupplying

We are neglected, Gurara
Dam communities tell FG

FCT Minister Sen. Adamu Aliero, right, receiving a gift from the South African High Commissioner to Nigeria
Kingsley Mamalolo, who paid him a courtesy call •••recently,

Local Government, Mr.
Ibrahim Dangana,
Councilor of Awon village,
Mr. Cletus Ali and the
District Head of Awon
village who also appeal to
the federal government for
a ca~acity building training
on Irrigation and agric
activities, regarding the
14,000 irrigation scheme at
theGurara dam valley which
will be done by the federal
government.

When contacted, the
project coordinator of the
dam from the Federal
Ministry of Agriculture and
Water Resources, Engr.,
Babbaji Ibrahim who was
also at the dam during the
demonstration refused to
talk to journalists who
sought his confirmation of
the communities demand.

Monarch seeks
compensation ovelY,C

acquired community land

HOTLINES:
0806441600~ 08035946883y
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purpose vehicles would mark
a new beginning in the
cleaning of the Federal
Capital City as challenges in
this area would adequately be
addressed.

He stated that the FCT
Administration is already
working on the dump sites in
the Federal Capital Territory
especially their access roads
now that the raining season
is just at the corner.

Senator Aliero said that ".l1\.,ua..•U1<O;:' for the purchase
their contract would expire by 1·,;o'tthe.1112111enato:rs .""'tT''''''''for our environment
June 2009 and that only those strategy is to provide
who are performing would be tertiary health medical
retained because allis about country and-we have about 72. .
productivity. looking into hospitals alone, we are looking

The meeting was Him:meuicar institutes and pharmaceutical factories," Dada
attended by the officials of said. The director said that the delay in providing

incinerators at -Idu National Institute of Pharmaceutical
the Abuja Environmental Research and Development (NIPRD) was due to some
Protection Board and all the adjustment made on the equipment. He said that work on
con trac tor s ha nd lin g the the incinerator would soon be commissioned by the ministry ..
cleaning of the Federal Officials also said that five new federal medical
Capital City. institutions.

home, as measured by the
Green Point Certification
program, the website said.

Page aims to apply for a
building permit next week on
the 0.75 acre lot. It is adjacent
to where he already lives,
Palo Alto Online quoted
neighbors as saying.­
Reuters

In order to improve the
environmental condition
of the Federal Capital

Territory, the' FCT
Administration has
concluded arrangement to go
into partnership with
manufacturer/suppliers of
environmental equipment.

The FCT Minister,
Senator Muhanfmad Adamu
Aliero dropped this hint at the
weekend while meeting with
the Abuja cleaning
contractors at the Banquet
Hall, FCT Minister's
Residence, Gwarinpa Life­
Camp, Abuja.

The Minister revealed
that the equipments to be
supplied include brand new
compacting trucks as well as
sweeping trucks which would
to be leased to the cleaning
contractors to aid them in the
aggressive cleanliness of the

Google Inc co­
founder Larry Page
is building an eco­

mansion in Palo Alto, the
original Silicon Valley
powerhouse town, the local
weekly said on Friday.

Page's green-certified
home should be 6,000
square feet, hardly modest

FeTA partner manufacturers over environmental equipment
I By Nasir Imam I

Google co-founder plans eco-mansion

efforts of the Local
Government areas for their
. support and implored them
not to relent. The second
and final round of the visits
would take the ministry to
Asa, Moro, lfelodun, Patigi,
Edu, Baruten and Kaiama
Local Government Areas of
the state.

officials, urged the local
governments to embark on
vigorous mass
enlightenment campaign on
the importance of having
toilet facilities and advised
the people to desist from
indiscriminate refuse
dumping.

He .commended the

comply with the governor's
directives on the provision
of light tools, uniforms and
other incentives required for
the operative's effective and
efficient performance.
Makama, who was
accompanied by the
ministry's Permanent
Secretary and other top

need for the phasing-out of
old and rickety compacting
trucks.

The Minister further
revealed that the supplier
would contribute 80 per cent
of the total sum of the
equipment while the FCT
Administration through its
investment arm, the Abuja
Investment Company Limited
(AICL) would contribute 20
per cent. Senator Aliero who
also disclosed that the
arrangement is a full package
including their maintenance,
service as well as training for
the drivers; remarked that the
payment by the cleaning
contractors for the equipment
would be spread over 6 years
to reduce any inconvenience
the payment regime might
cause them.

The Minister noted that
the supply of these special

solar panels, materials that
do not give off noxious
chemicals, and paving that
lets the rain seep through, a
big deal in dry California
where water .planners want­
to fill up aquifers.

That should be enough
to give it the minimum
qualification for a green

Federal Capital City.
Senator Aliero reiterated

that the era of engaging
cleaning contractor without
modern equipment to be
used for the job was over and
therefore urged them to sit up
for greater productivity.

According to him, the
FCT Administration would
not accept mediocrity as far
as the cleaning of the Federal
Capital City was concerned
and called on the contractors
to embrace this capital
investment initiative.

Senator Aliero disclosed
that the equipment when
supplied and leased to the
contractors would surely
assist them in tackling some
of the problems currently
being faced; stressing that
Abuja must be clean thus, the

for most folks, but only a bit
over half the size that he
could build on the lot,
according to Palo Alto
Online, the website for Palo
Alto Weekly, which
uncovered the plans.
. Google declined to
comment.

The house will include

Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 7.,2009

government's waste
management conslUtant and
to seek support for the
scheme'

Makama who
commended the state as
one of the very few clean
states in the country,
implored the local
government areas to

The Commissioner gave
the charge in Oyun, Offa,
Isin, Irepodun, Ekiti and
Oke-Ero Local Government
Areas during the first leg of
the ministry's scheduled
visits to assess the
performance of the six local

From Mustafa Abubakar,
florinT he Kwara State

Commissioner for
Environment and

Tourism, Alhaji Ahmed
Makama, has urged all the
16 local government areas
in the stateto support the
Clean and Green programme
of the present
administration.

The body of a victim lies on the street in front of his collapsed·house in L'Aquila, a medieval city in the Apennine
mountains 70milesnorth ofRome mistakes of the
-----~-----------------------------------__l which they will win, thl:)

government policy.
Akinyemi, noted that in thepol1tical sector, some people

believe they did not do but Oni did'well in his
developmental projects adding that the PDP
candidate is not a the treasury of
the state to

said

Kwara tasks LGs on Clean, Green programme
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Bamboo firewood,charcoal programme launched in Ghan~ Ethiopia
T he International Enterprises Agency in Africa establish bamboo

Network for Bamboo (FeMSEDA) of Ethiopia, the charcoal micro and macro
. and Ra~an (~BAR), Bamboo and Rattan enterprises and help
111 collabora~lOn With the Development Programme governments and civil
European Union (EU), and (BARADEP) of Ghana and society organizations to
other partners ~ave launched Nanjing Forestry University support bamboo firewood
the bamboo flfew<_lod and of China. These were and charcoal production
charcoalprogramme in Ghana contained in a statement and use. The statement said
and Ethiopia yesterday. signed by Dr Coosje the new bamboo charcoal

T~e "Bamboo as Hoogendoorn, Director technologies developed in
sustainable biomass energy: General ofINBAR, and issued Asia by INBAR and its
A SUItable alternative for in Kumasi on Friday. The. partners over the past
firewood an~ char?oa,~ release said the project is the decade had enormous
production In Afn~a first of its kind that seeks to potential to help reduce
prowarnme, ISa collaborative develop bamboo firewood deforestation and generate
project between INBAR, EU, and charcoal as an alternative sustainable incomes. It also
the. Forestry Research to wood charcoal in the marked a major step in their
Institute of Ghana (FORIO), countries that would be application for improved
Rural Energy pevelopment expected to benefit from the energy security,
and PromotIOn. c;entre venture. It said the project environment and livelihoods
(EREDPC) .of Ethiopia, the aimed at increasing the range of the people of the bamboo­
Federal Micro and Small of useable bamboos available growing regions in Africa.

this 2·Day National 2010, leading to greater
Workshop on Cleaner Fossil percentage of fossil fuel in
Technologies in Africa. " the power system.

The workshop was "Nigeria needs stable
jointly organised by the power supply from a robust
World Energy Council mix of all viable resources to
(WEC), Committee on galvanise economic
Cleaner Fossil Fuel System development and allow us to
(CFFS) and the Nigerian meet the target of being one
National Committee of the of the 20 economies in no
WorldEnergyCouncil(NNC· distant future. We are
WEe) in collaboration with putting in place, policy and .
the energy Commission of regulatory frame works to
Nigeria (ECN). attract private investment in

It has in attendance the power sector.
stakeholders in the sector "The challenge here is
within Nigeria and outside. not to stop fossil based

In his address the power generation but to find
Minister of Power, Dr.Rilwan ways for the deployment of
Babalola said that the cleaner and more efficient
continued dependence on fossil fuels combustion
depletable energy sources is technologies "that will
not only unsustainable but mitigate the adverse
also environmentally' consequences of the use of
hazardous. He disclosed that fossil fuels and permit their
the Nigeria electricity positive qualities to be more
generation facilities currently fully harnessed for economic
consist of Eighty -five and social development.
percent fossil fuel fired power This workshop in Nigeria is
plants, adding that additional therefore very timely," the
capacity is being planned for minister said.

I By Mustapha Suleiman I
mingate the adverse
consequences of the use of
fossil fuels and permit their
positive qualities to be more
fully harnessed for economic
and social development, " he
said. He further noted that the
fossil fuel technologies are
very relevant as it will
contribute immensely to a
more reliable service in the
power' generation sector to
meet the growing electricity
demand. "May I therefore use
this opportunity to call on
both policy makers and
practitioners at this workshop
to take advantage of this rare
opportunity that the World
Energy Council (WEe) and its

• Committee on Cleaner Fossil
Fuels Systems, with the
support from the Nigeria
National Committee of the
WEC (NNC· WEC), the
energy Commission Of
Nigeria (EeN) and other
relevant stakeholders, have
given all of us, in organising
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Bangladeshi firefighters extinguish a fire in a slum inDhaka yesterday. Over 100shanties
burnt down as a devastating blaze raged through a slum inMirpur in the capital. Pic:AFP.

Fossil fuel has been
described as critical to
meeting global

economic development and
energy security needs hence
the need to control its use.

This call was made by the
Minister of Environment Mr.
John Odey at the opening
ceremony of the workshop
on Cleaner Fossil Fuels
Technology in Afiican held
yesterday at Transcorp
Hilton Abuja. The minister
explained that the increasing
consumption of fossil fuel
will persist, warning that the
uncontrolled use of fossil
fuel could have serious local,
regional and global
environmental impacts.

"It is therefore
imperative to find ways for
the deployment of cleaners
and more efficient fossil
fuels combustion
technologies that will

Kano pollution control lab .
urged to go commercial
ano state pollutio.:n....control laboratory at Farm Centre
under the ministry of environment has been
nstructed to commercialize its services to the

interested applicants. .
Alhaji GarbaYusufAbubakart announced the instruction

when he visited the department recently. According tohim,
the reason behind the instruction was as a result of the
expertise in the testing of items for human consumption
and health. He said the items that undergo testing in the
departments include air, food, and fertilizer among O!hcr
related commodities; IIiadditicin to the assessment of the
laboratory's services, observation has indicated that the
WOrkingpersonnel therein .are Qpe,l'atingaccording' t.
rule of the law and thf}Y.arc truSt~worthyambassado
said. The commissioneJ,'JUrtlier explained th~tp
~ontrol·laboratory.centreisexceUentinsenti,ce·ati({.is amqp
one of the best or ratheithe best seasonal1aboritt6iy illthe
Northern region of the country. . , ... <

He al.sopointed out1bat fot the instrUction t6hCacbieyed
and meet the government's demands and private applicants;
the ministry is preparingto come up with a blueppnt fot:~e
depa.rtment to improve its services. Alhaji Ynsuf enj<?iried
the laboratory department to sell out the services to the
interested universities; industries, NGOs and even dtl},~r
related organizations as doing so would enhance its way<>f
revenue generation. In the same vein, he urged the staflto
maintain the tempo iri fendirig the services as commen.&d
par excellent by trusted/imerested voices in the state at
large.

~ plans guide to fighting
! climate-change disasters

- ~. proposed U.N. s.tudy of climate extremes will be a
practical guideJor tackling natural disasters and fill
gap in pa~ reports focnsed on the gradual effects

of global warming, experts said. Floods, mudslides,
droughts, heatwaves or storms are often the main causes
of destruction and human suffering tied to climate change,
rather than the creeping rise in average temperatures blamed
on a build-up of greenhouse gases.

"We are saying a lot about changes in
temperatures but the impacts on real people, real cO
are taking place at the extremes," said Chris Field, a co-chair
of a group in the U.N. 's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (lPCe). Better knowledge of extreme climate events
could help governments, companies or humanitarian
organizations to cope with natural disasters, he told Reuters
on Tuesday during aMarch 23·26 IPCC meeting in Oslo.

"Most importantly (a special study) will he a guide for
how we can get going with practical measures in countries
vulnerable to climate change," said Ellen Hambro, head of
the Norwegian Pollution Control Authority which is hosting
the talks. About 100 scientists are meeting in Oslo to ~ap
out a possible special V.N. report about climate extremes
by Field's group, under a proposal by Norway and the U.N. 's
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction ..-Reuters"

ENVI NMENT
Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 7, 2009

Minister calls for increased control of fossil.fuel
Benue State governor, Gabriel Suswam (middle), commissioning the rural electrification project at Mchia, a community
alongAuyiin-Ugba-Amaafu-Abaji road inLogo local government area, yesterday. Pic: Hir Joseph



/1 NEMA and the challenge of managing disaster inNigeria
C an one guess. what I By Yushau A. Shuaib I books. They are also kitte4:_

makes news III the . . In achieving its desire to
media? Disasters: the the non-governmental monitor the state,

real bad news, especially on organization like Red Cross to preparedness of agencies
emergencies, conflicts and raise to the occasion in which may contribute to
strange occurrences are managing disaster in the disaster management in
some of the newsworthy country. This it displayed Nigeria, it regularly organizes
events that draw attention during the last communal simulation exercises with the
and influence mass crises in Jos, landslides in participation of the
readership and viewership. Cross River, Flooding in stakeholders. The recent
And guess! Nobody wishes Kwara and Market Fire in simulationwasontheaviation
to be ~victim of adversity. some states by coordinating sector which was held at

A year ago, from a the eva"dation.o~ displaced Abuja International Airport.
seeming obscurity the people ::mdproviding succors The stimulation exercise
Nigeria's National to them in the forms of relief witnessed mobilization of Fire
Emer oency Management it~rns. Even though.~~ is Fighters, Health Workers,
Agency (NEMA) came to the wI~ely known for dis!£l~utmg Security personnel and
limelight ofthe media, not on r~hefmater:tals. for VICtimS of emergency agencies
good news but from harshest disaster, I.n Its ef~6rt to struggling to rescue and
criticisms over the loss of an deemphasize r~a'ftlO~ry evacuate presumed
aircraft, Beechcraft which ~ppro.aches ~o cnses, on~ of passengers within few
disappeared in our airspace ItS effective proactive minutes from a mock aircraft
without a trace. During the methods is to educate and that was assumed to have
period most of the editorials, inform the public on disaster crash-landed in thick
news headlines and prevention and control smoke. The purpose of such
commentaries feasted on the measures. For these reasons simulation exercises is to test
missing aircraft, ignoring it organizes. press the capabilities of the first
other developmental issues conferences, semmars and response agencies in the
in the country. ~orkshops regularly for event of an unexpected

Apart from the media different stakeholders on incidence.
mentions in the aftermath of basic rudiments and actions Because it is mandated to
the missing plane, there were to be taken on emergency collate data from relevant
also negative impressions on situations. Past particip~nts agencies so as to enhance
the agency, sometimes at .so,?e of the capacity- forecasting, planning and
created by .mischievous ~uIldIllg pr~grammes field operation, NEMA
faceless writers. The director ~c~uded ~ommunI~ lea~ers, continues to give early

. general of the agency, a retired CIvIl SOCIetyorganizations, warning signals on impending
AirViceMarshalMohammed NGOs, teachers, youths and disaster and epidemics. As
Audu-Bida viewed the students. The staffs of the early as January 2009 it
criticisms as challenges to be agency also undertake warned on threats
focused and devised advoc~cy and sensi~i.zation Meningitis and Lassa fever
strategies to prevent a campaign to communities and beforeitlaterconsumedsome
reoccurrence or to respond markets to sensitize artisans people in some parts of the
immediately in case of similar and.petty traders on the need country. It has consistently,
emergency. Not many would for msurance covers for their before the rainfalls alerted
be willing to work in an watts in case of fire outbreaks communities locat~d along
organization whose major so that they could be rivers and floodbelts on
responsibility is to manage compensated over their looming water surges. Those
disaster because of the fear losses. who refused to heed the early
of being caught in the flame It was at one. of the warnings became victims of
of the tragedy, butAudu-Bida workshops organized for fury of the natural disaster.
and staff of the agency have media representatives that an The agency's forecasts are
developed passion for the job idea was mooted for the not based on
in saving people in distress, establishment o.f a forum speculations or fake

Though stubbornly ~own as Journalists Agamst prophecies but through
principled.Audu-Bida's aura plsaster (JAD). to analyses of data from various
of simplicity and humility md.ependently !'l10111to.r,sources including the use
influenced him to open up the review and report disasters m satellite technology which the
agency to the as he engaged any part. or the co~try. agency has acquired.
the media to regular . Reahzmg that since most Its proposal to have six
interactions on the activities disasters can be prevented federal universities to offer!.
ofNEMA while encouraging throughadequate education postgraduate programme on .
the formation ofa staff union and effective coordination of disaster management was
in the organization for volunta~y organizatio~s approved by the government.
constructive dialogue in engaged in emergency relief With this it achieved another
meeting their obligations and operations, NEMA launched feat .in' its mandate
demands of the public. and. promoted the coordinating and promoting

The National.Emergency esta~hshment of yolun- research activities relating to
Management Agency teer~f~)f disaster disaster at the national level.
(NEMA) was established via management in the country. NEMA would provide the
Act 12 as amended by Act 50 So ~ar it has mobilized and takeoff grants to the
of 1999, to manage natural registered thousands of institutions to enable them
and man-disasters in Nigeria. volunteers in its Grassroot conimence the programme
Basically it formulates s EmergencyVolunteersCorps this year.
policyonallactivitiesrelating (GEVC) and Emergency Not many Nigerians
to disaster management and Management Vanguard including the press realize
coordinates the plans and (EMV). While the former thatNEMAhasattainedaFull
programmes for efficient and draws voluntee~s. from the Operational Capacity (FOC)
effective response to local commumties at the of its Mission Control Centre
disasters at national level. grassroots, the latter is a (MCC) by the COSPAS-

It does not have a full platform for members of SARSAT Secretariat. The
complement of fire-fighters, Natio~l You~ Corps who ~e technology which is available
security personnel, road keen in making Impact m in few countries in the world
marshals amongst other disaster risk reduction. ,!he and only in three African
outfits to combat such related essence of the volunteensm nations is satellite-based
disaster-outbreaks, like fire, is to ensure that the equipm'ent that provides
flooding, landslides, volunteers not only engage distress alert and location
epidemics, communal crises, in advocacy and awareness information for Search and
it is nevertheless statutorily campaigns but with adequate Rescue services for Maritime
empowered to mobilize and training they can immediately Aviation and Land Users i~
coordinate respective respond to any emergencies distress.
agencies such as Fire Service, wh.en it occurs before the yashuaib@yashuaib.com
the Police, Nigeria Security arnval of relevant agencies, Head ofPress andPublic
and Civil Defense Corps, The volunteers underwent Relations
Federal Road Safety training and are provided with National Emergency
Commission, Federal information materials like Management Agency
Ministry of Health and even fliers, booklets and guide Ahuja.
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care.
He added, "Many dis­

eases were first detected by
dentists. it is a fact that dia-

even more alarming.
Speaking on the subject,

President of the association,
Professor Adeyemi Oluniyi
Ohisile, explained, "Globally,
the burden of dental dis­
eases is very heavy. Studies
have shown that some bac­
teria after residing in the
mouth for sometime find
their way into the blood
stream and become injurious
to the heart."

Professor Olusile spoke
at a press conference in
Lagos to announce the an­
nual general meeting (AGM)
of the association, which
comes up between April 6th
and 9th.

He disclosed that the
theme of the AGM, "Resto­
ration of Grossly Broken
Down Teeth", was informed
by alarming rate of poor oral
care amongst Nigerians and

PORT
emall:healthreport@dailytrust.com
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INIYA

SfgneO';
Mlnagement

M£U(ATltt],ST tIMI'f;EIl

Wfl have an i.n~hou:sepolicy of rewa~dlng staff who bep to tnt! straight and
narrow path. VOll can assist U5 by reporting anyone who claims to be our st~
yet engages insuch unethical conduct.

H~er, we sincerely .expect'tho:sewho patronize our pub:lications asreaders,
advertisers and newsmakers, not toseek to influenee our reporters and editors
with bribe, sratification and gift-

Uasthe J;j{}lk:.-yof Media irusUhat tts.editors and reporters should l'iotwllcit fat
gift or gratification either through begging. ftatt£!ring, cajoling or blackmaiU(I:g
those they encounter In the course of their work. Wnert;agift can be graciDusly
dedined,:w~ expect OUf staff to do so, However, whe~e it: ISpressed on them,
theywdfd~clarejt $0 that the camp,iHlvt:::anwflte a le~rthank.ngthe gi....erand
donating the gift to (hatrty.

b1 thiz circumstances, it hd$ become necess.:;u),tor us to ttlake public out
comf);}n'l/spolicy on gift-taking, so that our nl.lmerous: readers, newsm~kers,
advertisers and otherw-eH-wishers can help uswltn rts impiernentatkm.

Sin'hEarh;,many reporters a "Id editors are offered grft, and gratification,
sometimes with the overt aim of infh.l!encing their work, Some of these gifts
wuld be descrlbed as ""token.NIf not, itma'{ be offered rnWays itwould be rude
or self righteQus t;Q r~J<Bdthere and then,

he practice of jo Jrnarism today in Nigeria has acqutred some odium due
to the ....brown €nveio~ ,.yndrCHl'le",forthose who l'ftflywant itspett out
"brQwn~()velo~:' _sthe practlte wherettv journalfSts,or tho$~ who

pass off themselves as such, mstst en being p.lie to cover evet"lt$,write news
report orfeature articles (that are clearht not to be paidfor).This practice is not
limited to the lowly reporter ; obtains also 3t the hIgh echelons in media
orgaru,atiof)s.

j,



Man jailed for stealing iron rods

L~!~.~~~~~~~:~~~~.~~......l
complained to the conduc-
tor from Abuja Urban Mass
Transport Company
(AUMTCO) that they
bought the cards that morn­
ing from Masaka and have
never used it, while the third
said he only used the card
on a ride from Ado to Berger'
Bus stop ..
The three rejected cards

were the only ones pre­
sented to the electronic ma­
chine inside the bus, and the
affected commuters had to
pay cash:

The bus conductor, who
assured them that the ma­
chine was working well, said
they made a mistake in col­
lecting the cards without
confirming them.
"Once you pay for a smart

card, tell the seller to put it
inside the machine for you
to confirm the amount inside
it," the conductor explained.

/'

When the charges were
read to the accused, he
pleaded not guilty, and re­
quested for bail.

Magistrate Omolola
Oladipo granted the accused
bail in the sum ofN200,OOO
and two sureties in like sum,
in which one of them must be
a civil servant of not below
Grade Level 07; and both of
them must reside within the
court's jurisdiction as well as
swear to an affidavit to pro­
duce the accused in court on
the adjourned date.
The case was adjourned

to April 29 for hearing.

Law.

duct their bus fares were yes­
ter.day shocked when the
conductor told them that the
cards were empty.
Two of the commuters

Three commuters, who
gave smart cards to a
bus conductor to de-

Mass Transit commuters
complain over smart

cards

informed the court that on
March 14,2009, one Umar
Suleiman of no 5, Ona Cres­
cent, Maitama, Abuja, re­
ported to the police that the
accused and his accomplice,
now at large, broke into the
complainant's house
through the back window.
He said the accused and

his accomplice intimidated
the complainant and col­
lected N800, 000, a handset
and a digital camera.
According to the pros­

ecutor, the offences commit­
ted by the accused are pun­
ishable under Sections 79,
347 and293 of the Penal Code

Tanimu, now atlarge, jointly
stole iron rods from a site at
Katampe village, where they
were caught red-handed.
He argued further that the

offences· committed by the
accused are punishable un­
der sections 79 and 28 of the
Penal Code Law.
When the charges were

read to the accused, he
pleaded guilty, saying it was
true that he committed the
said offence together with
his friend.
"It is true that we stole the

iron rods at the said site, but
I plead with the court to have
mercy on me and promise
not to steal again," he said.
Magistrate Omolola

Oladipo sentenced him to
two'weeks imprisonment.
Inanother case, aman was

arraigned for allegedly
breaking into the house of
one Umar Suleiman and col­
lecting N800, 000, a handset
and a digital camera through
intimidation.
The accused, HQsea Lirba

of no 5, Ona Crescent,
Maitama,Abuja was arrested
on March 14,2009.
Prosecutor Monday Akor

By Husein Yabaya
&lbrabeemA. FataiAi Abuja magistrate

court yesterday
entenced a man to

two weeks imprisonment for
stealing iron rods from a
construction site at Katampe
village, Abuja.
The accused, N asiru

Balamati of Mabushivillage,
Abuja, was reported to have
committed the crime with one
Tanimu, said to be at large.
Prosecutor Ahmed

Mohammed told the court
that on March 30, 2009, one
Paul Saidu of opposite
NlCON junction, Maitama,
Abuja, reported to the police
that the accused and one

Standard Chartered Bank, Utako branch, after it was sealed up by FCDA officials yesterday. Pic: Abubakar Yakubu.

sources to court.
: _---_._---_._._._. __ __._.__ .._._----_._------_ __ ._.._-

entire money was first paid
into the union's account at
GTB bank, from where Nl7
million was used to open a
fixed deposit account with
a bank's branch at Asokoro .
"Surprisingly, the money

in GTB was withdrawn in
eight weeks and only last
Friday (March 28), N2 mil­
lion was withdrawn from the
said account with Nl7 mil­
lion," he said.
The NUJ Abuja council

officials expressed their
shock that after the matter
was reported to the EFCC,
the commission is yet to
conclude its investigation
and charge the culprits to
court.
"We challenge the EFCC

to, as a matter of urgency
charge the culprits that have
plundered the union's re-

sion to investigate how the
N40 million collected from
Standard Chartered Bank by
the past executive was
spent.
A statement signed by the

council's Chairman said the

Financial Crimes Commis-

secretariat, without any no­
. tification to the relevant au­
thorities.
He said the place had to

be sealed up because the
agreement lacked official
backing.
The FCDA official said

the seal can only be re­
moved if the bank gets a for­
mal approval from the Abuja
Geographical Information
System or a letter of clear­
ance from the 'change of
land' committee set up by
the FCT Administration,
adding that the 'clearance
must be attached with an
endorsement by the minis-

. ter.
In another development,

the present executives of

bank is operating on a plot
meant for the Nigeria Union
of Journalists.
According to him, the

said plot meant for the NUJ
was divided into two, and
used for banking operations
as well as the NUJ council

of Development Control,
Sanusi Mohammed said the

After the payment of the
instalment, the bank built a
banking hall in the leased
plot and also fenced the por­
tion given to them.
Yesterday's action by of­

ficials of the department of
development control caught
the bank's officials un-

tered Bank as first instal-· awares as business was go­
ment for leasing part of the ing on in the hall when the
council's plot at Utako Dis- FCDA officials called.
trict to the bank. The Utako District Officer

entrance.
Our reporter gathered

that before the officials

make them understand that
their land leasing agreement
with the bank was not prop­
erly done.
It woulctbe recalled that

in March 2008, the then ex­
ecutives of the NUJ Abuja
Council collectedN40 mil-

their action as well as toEkukinam Street, Utako of­
fice in the morning and
chained both entrances of
the gate before putting a
sealed notice on the bank's

Nigerian Union of Journal­
ists (NUJ) Abuja Council
office to intimate them of

I ByAbubakar Yakubu &
Suleman Musa .

FCDA"-officials seal up bank at Utako
T hree officials from

the Federal Capital
Development Au­

thority (FCDA) yesterday
sealed up Standard Char­
t ed Bank's branch at

ako,Abuja.
The officials led by

Sanusi Mohammed, Utako
district officer of the depart­
ment of development con­
trol, arrived the bank's Plot stormed the bank's pre-
4, Cadastral Zone B05 . mises, they went into the

the NUJ Abuja Council have
called on the Economic and



From Ieft, Chambalin of Oceanic Bank and Samuel Igborgbor of Sky Bank, during an athletic competition at Lugbe
Friday.

The case was adjourned
to April 17 for hearing.

surety that must reside
within the FCT. -

When the charges were
read to the accused, he
pleaded not guilty and re­
quested for bail.
Senior magistrate Samuel

E. Idhiarhi granted him bail
in the sum ofN20,OOOand a

Court Clerk, Mr.
Mustapha Yusuf Abdul­
Rahaman, while reading out
the police report stated that
in the night of March 12, the
complainant of the same ad­
dress reported to the police
that the accused stole hi
handset valued at N9,OOO,

An underaged girl hawking satchet water at Nyanya yesterday.

-Clr---·--····~-------·----···-·---------···-.---...--.------

New' guidelines for mass housing
T~;::£:E:!~~<Ci'i::::.:W"d! proj e-cts len Abu]a 1lines for the execution of out unserious ones," he
Mass Housing Projects in added,
the Federal Capital Terri- r.;;;;;;.;;;;_;;;;;.;;;;;;;;::;;:::::================::;:;;:::;::;;;;;::;;;;::;:;;:::~=====::;:;;:::;;;;;;;======;;;;__ ::;:;;:::==============::::;:=============+;
tory (FCT).
fCT Minister, Senator

Muhammad Adamu Aliero
said this was one of the de­
cisions taken during the bi­
weekly FCT Executive Com­
mittee meeting on Monday
in Abuja.
The minister reiterated

that the new guidelines,
. which are expected to bring
sanity to the sub-sector,
will affect both the old
allottees as well as those
wishingto participate in the
scheme,
Senator Aliero disclosed

that the FCT Administration
has worked out a new le­
gal framework to give all
stakeholders a level play­
ing ground as well as to
. assist genuine developers
in the FCT achieve their
goals .
. According to him, the
guidelines have been made
stringent by the FCT Ad­
ministration to ward-off
land speculators in order to
allow only serious develop-:~~~:~;~::~£:::~f-r----D-r-i-v-e-r,-c-h-a-rg-ed-ft-o-r-t-h-e-f~t---+
in this dispensation will do
away with land speculators A29-year-old driver I-By Sikiru M. Jimo.h l phone outside his hotel allegation and recovered the able sureties that must reside
and unserious developers was yesterday ar- L__: room, the accused and camera and the sum of within the court's jurisdic-
who might exploit the good aigned before an Godwin Isaac Thompson at three other persons (now at NS,OOOfrom the premises of tion,
intentions of government Abuja magistrate court over Morning Star Hotel, Nyanya. large) broke into his room the accused person. The case was adjourned

allegations of house-break- Court Registrar, Mr.Tijani and stole his Brinca camera When the charges were toApril 16 for hearing.for introducing the Mass
Housing Scheme for aver- ing and theft. Ahmed, while reading the valued at NIS,OOO and read to the accused, he de- In another court, an 18"-

The man, Ezema Obiekwe police report said that on N8,OOOcash. nied them and asked for bail. year-old labourer was yesteq-age Nigerians," he said. ,
Senator Aliero said the of Kubusa village was ac- January 28, the complainant Prosecutor Tangshek Jerry Magistrate Ahmed Ndajiwo day arraigned for allegedly

players in the scheme must cused of breaking into the reported to the police that equally told the court that granted him bail in the sum stealing a handset.
convince the FCT Admin- room of one Reverend while he went to charge his the police investigated the ofNSO,OOOwith two reason- The labourer, Yahayl
istration of their financial I,:============::::====::::::::::=~::::::::::=:=:::::::::===~=::::::::::==:=::::::::=::::::::::~~;;;;;:;;~~=:==~:::::::::::::;'lOkah ofJikwoyi Phase 1was

accused of stealing a NOkihcapability to partake in the
scheme, adding that other I handset belonging to one
criteria to ascertain the Friday Edward of the same

address.developer's technical capa-
bility will include: bank
guarantees or memorandum
of understanding between
the developers and their
financiers,
The minister disclosed

that allottees ot mass hous­
ing plots who are yet to
mobilise to site would be in­
vited to come forward for re­
validation of their alloca­
tions; while those who have
already mobilised to site
would be made to comply
with the new guidelines.
"Evidence of similar

projects undertaken else­
where by the developer may
also be verified by the FCT
Administration to assist in

Da,i/y Trust, Thesday, April 7, 2009 .
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CLOSING DATE: Downloaded Application forms
together with References on applicants must be
completed and returned to the Law School on or
before Friday Mav 8d'~ 2009. On no account win late~ ,t ,

submission of application forms be entertained.
,\ ',".I.~" ts { ','j\ to ".ft·· th ~1A ' nli ati " "N' mbers snppllcant" are t) n J e ner '"PP rc'"'1,,,,00 ,. un "'"ers a,,,
this will be required to check their admission status
subsequently.

METHOD OF APPLICATION: Prospective
applicants are to visit the School Portal,

I.

\'"'"'Umvnlsn ,C~' Follow th ¥J> instruct ,.. J:;11 and.ry" ".,.!i!I'n .......~ .. :_.- _ y" V·.&:5~ ,_, ~ ... ~ . _ <lA, II " .R.

submit on-line. After this, Print a copy of completed
form A2, then download and Print forms'}B, Bl and
B2. No payment for application form is required:

.ADMlSSIONq REQUIREME.NTS:, The
programme is <?pe.nto Law graduates of approved
overseas universities or Law Schools whose Law
courses have been approved by the Council of Legal
Education. .The programme is also open to students
who have obtained at least it "Pass" in the English Bar
Final or Solicitor's Final Examinations, provided the
course of studies Includes core subjects' as stipulated
by the Council of Legal Education. Degrees obtained
through Part-time studies, long distance learning or
study as an external student' are not recognized for
admission to this programme.

This is to inform all jntending applicants for~the
admission into the Bar Part I Course for the 2009
Academic Session that applications will commence
from \Vednesday,April 8, to April 30'h, 2009. The
session will commence on Monday June '15, 2009 at
the Headquarters Bwari,Ahuja.

v.s, USMAN, ESQ.
SECRETARY TO COUNCil AND

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION.

NIGERIAN LAWSCHOOL,
HEADQUARTERS, BWARI,
P..M~B.170,GARKI, ABUJA..

, I

COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUCATION

kids. Phones I Accessories

Toys, cards, shoes, dresses, accessories for . Super Market, Saloon, Travel Agency,

Available services include:

Boutique, Cosmetics & Perfumes, Cyber

Cafe & Business Centre, Home Appliances,

Plot 528 Aminu Kano Crescent (by

MultichoiceIDSTV), Wuse ll.Abuja,

K City Plaza Ltd

Items you can buy

African prints, perfumes, Cosmetics, Canned

foods, Cooking utensils, Greetings Cards.

Items you can buy

n,Abuja.

Crescent, opposite Rockview Hotel, Wuse

Prime Plaza. Plot 1012,Adetokunbo Ademola

Children's World Investment Ltd.

creams, textiles and frozen foods.

Items you can buy

Provisions, cosmetics, assorted drinks, ice

Suites 5,6 and 7 Maitama Shopping Com-

plex at FHA, Maitama,Abuja. Plot 1512,Uke Street, offAhmadu Bello Way

by NPI, Garki II,Ahuja

Sahad Stores
Maitama Stores

Artworks, children shops, boutiques, Itemsyoueanbuy

h?usehold items, supermarkets, pharmacy Toys, cards, party accessories, sweets,

everything for children

Items you can buy

Crescent, Abuja

close to Park n shop 1079, Kolda Link, off Adetokunbo Ademola

Children Affairs

electr;onics, drinks and clothes, ice-cream

Plot 751 Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse II,

Emab Plaza

conditio~ers, music systems, home and of- Plot 9911992,4th Cadastral Central Area,

, fice furniture, lights, pet food, cheese prod- opposite War College, Abuja

ucts, fresh vegetables and fruits, butter, milk,

wines, flat screen television, DVD/CD, cam- Items you can buy

eras, phones, cigars Canned and dry food goods, toys,

Metro Plaza

foods, provisions and ice creams

Cookers, washers/ dryers, fridge/freezers, air

Items you can buy

740 Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja Items you can buy

Textiles, cosmetics, assorted drinks, frozen

Park n shop Supermarkets
and departmental store

seasonal items, food products, juice, Plot 1240 Samuel Ladoke Akintola Street,

Jewellery, mobile phones and confectionery Abuja and Plot 465Ahmadu BelloWay,Garki

1l,Abuja.

Garki Stores and Supermarket

Suitcases, toys, furniture, flowers

wines, electronics, household appliances,

frozen food, eggs, bakery, pastry, Drinks,

Homemade ice-cream, toiletries, fresh and

Items you can buy

Plot 270 Muhammadu Buhari Way Central

-District, Abuja

Grand Square

Suya, popcorn, Electionics, stationary,

l~mb, beef and chicken, dairy products,

Bakery, toys, comestics, household items,

Fresh fruits and vegetables Butchery-fresh

Items you can buy

023 Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent, Wuse

II,Abuja

Amigo Supermarkets
NE"'S yOU CANUSE
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Gateway Travels & Tours
Plot 991/992, Maimalari' S
7132, Wuse PO$t
FaJ\.!6271126

Fin~'t Travels and Tours Limited
12 Sky Memorial Complex,
Zone 5, Abuj;r 09-5237764,

EI-sa.,y Travels Nigeria Limited;
0.06 Jigawa Women Development
Ahuja. 080-334<JOQ39

Dab-Bare 1Tav~1AgtRCY Limited: 1
1, Garua Street orrNouakchott
5234733

Coag Travels aQd s
Plot 1392 Abidj;m Street
Abuja, 08S037864710

RESORT CENTERS
L WusePark, oppositeSkyMemorialPlazaatZone 6,Abuja.
2 BergerPark,BergerRoundabout.Abuja,
3. Children'sAmusementPaIk,oppositeNationalHospital,Abuja
4. NationalZoologicalPark,Asokoro.
5. AbujaZoologicalGarden,Area I,Abuja.
6. MillenniumPaIk,Maitama
7. CeddiPlaza,Centraldistrict,Abuja.
& Wonderland Amusement Park, Opposite National Stadium,
Abuja. .

_ 9. MaitamaAmusement Park, Maitama, Abuja: .

S.ECURITY TIPS I
L Be cautious we -ntering private vehicles that oper- I

ate as taxis
2. Before you board a cab, take down the number and

search the car to see ifcriminals are not hiding in it.
3. In crowded bus stops, hold tight to your bags and pock­

ets in order not to be robbed by pick pockets.
4. Do not leave your children with strangers, especially in

religious places of worship.
5. Always secure your residence by locking up the place.
6. Do not allow a stranger embrace you in public as such

person may be out to pick your wallet
7. Mind how you give lift with your cars to strangers as

some of them may be robbers
8. Be observant inside and outside bank premises in or­

der not to be trailed by robbers.
9. Stop keeping money or valuables inside your car
10. Avoid buying sachet water in motor parks as some may

be drugged
11. Watch over your' Iuggages in motor parks

Golden Age Ho~els.Limited: Plot 2330, Kigoma Street,
Zone 7, Wuse District, Abuja, FCT P.O. Box 9119
Tel:09-5230006,5235100,08036450811,Fax: 5239792
Roomtype Rates Inclusive Deposit NonResident
StandardRoom N6,OO7 N7,OOO N8,5oo $66
Alcove Room N6,804 N7,825 NlO,500 $75
GoldenRoom N7,804 N8,975 Nll,500 $85
Golden Suite N14,348 N16,500 N19,000 $140
Other Facilities: Our heavy duty 350 KVA generating set
IS on standby to ensure that you will have no cause to
worry in case ofpoewr outages. While at the Golden Age
Hotels, all your secretarial needs will be taken care of at .
our fully automated Business Centre that is equipped and

SEROB LEGACY HOTELS,Plot 686/687, IdrisGidadoRoad,
WuyeDistrict,Abuja Tel:+234-9-6281160,Fax:09-6281161
Room~ ;" _ Rates Inclusive Deposit NonResident
Standardroom N7,000. N8,05O NlO,OOO $100
DeluxeRoom N9,OOONlO,350 NI2,OOO $120
ExecutiveRoom Nll,OOONI2,650 N15000 $125
Business Suite N15,000 N17,250 N20,000 $150
Royal Suites N18,000 N20,700 N23,OOO $175
Amb. Suites N22,000 N25,300 N27,000 $200
BanquetTariff:
LegacyHall 250 500persons N60,OOOperday
P.rincessHall 100 120persons N30,000per day
Pool ~ide 50 80 persons N40,OOOperday
MeetmgR~rns - 20 people N13,OOOperday
Note: Inclusivemeans, 10%servicechargeand 5%ValueAdded
T~ (W~I). U~ Dollar rate appy to expatriate without Nigerian
resl.dentpenmt, The above rates are subject to changewith prior
notice.

N50
NOO
Nffi <,
Nffi
N70

, NSO
Nffi
NSO
NOO

NIOO

NlOO

BUSES, TAXI FARES
A NationwideUnityTransportLtd
Wuseto Gwarimpa
Wuse to Suleja
Wuse to Madala
Wuse to Kubwa
Wuse toBwari
B.Abuja UrbanMass 1hmsit Company
WuselArea lICity centre to Nyanya/Maraba &Ado
WuselArea lICity centre to Masaka
WuselArea lICity centre toKaru
City centre toKarshi/Orozo
C. SonicGlobal
Area l/Wuseto Gwagwalada
D.Abujacabs
Each dropWithin the City centre

Payments can bemade at designated banks,
Enquiries can bemade at the FCT WaterBoard Office atArea 3
Abuja

Telephone numbers: 08033109583,08033375852,08033054709,
08033139242,07026027302 and 07041764910

Water Bills

Electricity Pre-paid cards
VendingStationsareavailable at:
*PRCN Service Centre atArea 3, OppositeAfribank, Garki 1
*PRCN Service Centre, atArea 11,Opposite Police Community
Bank,Ahmadu Bello way,Garki 111
*PRCN Service Centre by Power House Junction at Asokoro
*PHCN Zonal Office at Loma Monsa Street, off IBB way,Wuse
Zone4,Abuja
*Business Unit Office, Morija Close, Behind Oti Carpets, Wuse 11.
*PHCN Service Centre, Opposite British Village,Wuse 11.
*PHCN Service Centre, Opposite El-Aamin SchoolMaitama.
*PHCN Service Centre, Gwarinpa.
*Business Unit Office, by Regency Press Junction, Kubwa,

Areas to pay for government
services in FCT
Waste bills.
All waste bills should be paid at the office ofAbuja Environmental
Protection Board atArea 3,Abuja.

NEWS YOU CAN USE "/

ROCKVIEW HOTELS. Plots 1941196, Cad Zone A8,
AdetokunboAdemolaCrescent, Wuse Il, Box 5879, Garki,
Abuja. Tel: 094612800-30,08039043800-30; Classic: Tel:
094136722-38, 4614600-30;
reservationroyale@rockviewhotelsltd.com;
reservationclassic@rockviewhotelsltd.com
Room1yPes Inclusive (N)
Superior Room 18,170
Superior King Room 19,320
Executive Room 20,700
Classic Room 22,080
Queens Room 23,230
Deluxe Room 25,530
Premium DeluxeRoom 26,680
Royale Room 28,oro
Alcove Room 30,590
King Size Room 33,120
Ambassadorial Suite 40,480
Diplomatic Suite 45;770
Business Suite 48,300
Service Apartment 59.800
Presidential Suite 82,800
* Inclusive means 10% Service Charge and 5%VAT
(317Rooms extensively furnished and equipped with colour
TV, Satellite Channels, Telephone Systems and Air
Conditioner. 24Hours room service

ClHDA:JN:IERNA110NALHOTEL,Plot224 SolomonLarWay,
Utakodistnct,P.O.Box 12338,Garki,Abuja.
Room'Iype RoomRates
PresidentialSuite N40,OOO.OO
Royal Suite N30,000.00.
Ambassadorial Suite N25,OOO.00
Superiorroom NI8,000.00
Executiveroom N15,000.00
Standardroom N13,OOO.OO

BOLTONWIDTE HOTELS LTD. No7GwanduStreet, Beside
NPI,Area11Garki2ArnyaTel:+234-9-3144311,3144406,3144406,
3144408,3144318,3144319Fax:+234-9-3144405,+234-8022267197,
+234-8065902167,+234-8054295027
Room 'Iypes .RoomRates (N) Inclusive Dollar ($)
ClubWorld 8,000 9,200 85
DeluxRoom 11,000 12,650 l2D
SuperDeluxRoom 13,000 14,950 150
ExecutiveRoyale 15,000 17,250 18)
Ambassador Suite 24,000 27,(00 240
PresidentialSuite 33,000 37,950 335
* 50%Discounton allroom types fromFriday 12noonto Sunday
12 noonNon-Inclusive of complimentary Breakfast.
*Changewithoutpriornotice *Availability,* 5%VATand 10%
ServiceCharge(Special rates applicable to corporate, group and
long stay guests.Reservations are available on request)
24Hours room service

m~ed t? cate.r f~r your meetings and office support
services like Binding, Photocopymg, Typing, Word
Processing, Facsimile, Laminating and Scanning etc.

DENIS HOTEL, 19, Ndjamena Crescent, off Aminu Kano
Crescent,Wuse 2,Abuja.
Roomtype RatesN InciusiveNDepositRequiredN
Deluxeroom 15,156 17,430 21,000
Twinroom 17,722 20,380 23,000
Farnilysuite 29,680 33,421 40,000
Executive suite 30,680 35,285 42,000
Inclusive rate means: Addition of 5% vat and 10% service
charge

HOTELS INABUJA

Cit,
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Dr. Christiana Thorpe
you don't allow me to serve budget came from the inter­
as think I should, I say bye- national community. Now we
bye and thank you. are self accounting and we

One thing I will say are doing resource
among other suggestions I mobilisation so that we
am hearing is that the Politi- don't depend on individuals
cal Parties Registration Com- to get our job done. It is very
mission is to be set up. The important that the commis­
people manning the Commis-. Aiion is self accounting for
sion are also going to be ap-: the independence. Even
pointed I suppose. People though the government pro­
should begin to think. When vides funding, you don't
I took over as the electoral have to wait for a minister.
chair, the commission was re- So the money comes di-
sponsible for the parties as rectly to the commission?
well but the political regis- Yes, the money comes to
tration act was enacted in us directly. We do our bud-
2002. It was a big relief be- get and say this is what we
cause all their conduct is need. Once it is approved by
shifted now to the commis- the legislature, it comes to us
sion. That commission is directly. Ifwedon'tgetwhat
going to be a powerful one we need, we go on the air to
and people need to watch to say 'we need X amount for
make sure that those that are X reasons, and for Y reasons
going to sit there are cred- it cannot be.' But it had not
ible. Itwill free the electoral happened .'
commission to now concen- When is thenext election
trate on the electoral process due?
of elections which is very In2012 and it is going to
demanding. be interesting because then

How does the commis- we will have presidential,
sian you head receive parliamentary elections as
funds? well local government elec­

When I came in and we tions. We have started now,
started the reforms, the first By next year, we want to es- .
thing we did was to make the tablish something like an

cate of this institute to know
that you have gone through
a learning process for elec­
tions. We want to make the
commission a professional
body. If you don't have it,
you won't be allowed to
work on elections even on
temporary basis.

Our country is a small
country. We are five million
people with four regions. We
are working on the reforms
and we are nearly 90 per cent

region and in the next 24
months, they will train more
people. By 2012, we expect
that even the ballot box con­
troller should have a certifi-

.._..__.. ._.____.__.._..__. _._. . ._.._.._._.___. ._._. .__~a~e :!2.

maiden edition of Daily TrustAfrican of the YearAward in 2008, an award she received for conducting free. . .. ~~ .
andfair elections in her war-torn country. Last week, Thorpe was inAhuja for a seminar and she visited the
Head Office of Media Trust, where she fielded questions from a team of editors and reporters. Excerpts:

en you were ap- I ByYunusAbdulhamid I will just sit down and do my commission self accounting. institute of an electoral ad-
Pointed,given the.. . own little thing.' If they are . So, we do our own budget at ministration.Wewill be work-

. background of a ing you to declare certain kind of head hunted, and' the parliament and receive ing with one educational in-
post conflict situation, did persons as winners? What spoken to, because of their the fund directly. Before stitution in each region to
you feel any worry that it kinds of pressure did you love for their nation, they will then, it used to go through train the trainers. We are
might be absolutely diffi- come under? come out. If you have the treasury. Really, what we,_ N th h starting that next month. Weeulsto conductfree andfair 0, ere were no suc. people, it is very hard for needed came from the gov- willhave 100 trainers in each
elections in your country? The pressures were like 'if them to compromise. Forme, ernment. Because we were

Very much so, especially you don't perform'. But it I was not looking for fame or coming out of a war situa­
when I knew that before I got to stage that sometimes moneyfwas not even look- tion, the international com­
was appointed, three nomi- around 7pm, Iwilljust close ing for job. Itwas purely in munity came in a big way and
nations from the president my phones. For about three the service of my country. If two-third of the electoral
had been turned down by weeks during the 'elections,
parliament. And it was a pe- I was not sleeping in one
riod of 10 to 11 months and place twice. I was moving.
they were searching. I was But I knew that because of
the fourth nominee. But I am the way we had prepared for
somebody that likes chal- the elections- we brought
lenges. Secondly, whatever on board all stakeholders- .
is needed to bring my coun- as we were having regular
try out ofthe doldrums much meetings with political par­
as it lies within my power, I ties, civil society, the press,
give it a shot. the police and the army. Ev-

Whatwasthereasonthey ery stage on the way, we put
rejected the initial three everything on the table for
nominees? appraisal. We succeeded in

I can't say now for con- getting local ownership of
fidential reasons. But that the process. The reason be­
was it. ing that we were coming out

It is importantfor us now of a war situation. Any mis­
in Nigeria becauseyou are take we knew would take us
coming in the middle of a back to deeper abyss. People
dispute about who should recognised and realised we
appoint chairman of l/Je don't want to go back. Even
electoral commission here. though during the campaign
What doyou think about the period, political parties were
president appointing the threatening, or whatever,
chair of the commission? you know you have the sup-

I don't want to relate it to port of the masses behind
any specific country. The ex- you. The fact that the com­
ecutive has unique powers mission gave the impression
but those powers must al- and was truly open helped.
ways be balanced or there That notwithstanding at the
must be somewhere where end of the day, we also dis­
there are checks and bal- covered we had two commis­
ances, Don't forget that at sioners who were not toeing
the state I was appointed, the line but they came out
government had majority in themselves, they booted
parliament but even at that, themselves out. I think you
they rejected three nominees need to be sincere, honest
from the president, which and credible.
shows that if the National Doyou think it ispracti-

. Assembly realises its role as cable to have some people
having an obligation to its trainedand nurture certain
people ... I am sure they went qualities in them?
back and confided in their (Laughs) I don't think
various constituencies, you could have a green
people's views came into house set up where you'
play and for one reason or could keep a number of
the other, they said we are people and say we are now
not happy with these nomi- nurturing you to X, Y and Z
nations. You have this sepa- position. I think it goes back
ration of power that must to the society and I believe
work. It depends on how that in any and every soci­
this is happening. If the sepa- ..ety, there are good people
ration of powers is working. who are credible. What
then a lot of things can hap- needs to be done is to fish
pen correctly. It is when the them out.
separation is not there that I should say, I believe all
you have problems. 1would eggs are not rotten. There are
say it is very difficult to good people around who
categorise or make some- have the interest of the na­
thing for another country tion at heart. Such people, I
but ifseparation of power is can tell you are not found up
working and everyone's re- front. You have to go and
sponsibilities are respected, look for them because if
then things should move; things are going so bad,·

When you were holding there is the tendency for
the elections, did you at any such persons to say, 'I am

call ask-not going to be part of that.I

'With checks and balances, president can appoint INEe chair'
, The two thingsbasically re-

Dr. Christiana Thorpe, the Chief Electoral Commissioner of Sierra Leone, is one of the runners up of the maining now is setting up
these institutions and
fmalising our headquarters
building. When I took over,
we were housed by the party
in government. The first
month, I said we have to
move out (general laughter).
We did move out and rented
a building. We are still at a
rented building.

In SouthAfrica, the elec­
toral commission chair is a
womanand thereyou areas
another. Wiil you say we
should be giving it to
women in Africa?

(General laughter) Give
women a chance. I think the
DNA is different..When-it
comes to service, women are
better. Men look at the
power but women look at the
repercussions because we
thinking about our children,
stability.The DNA is just dif­
ferent; we come from a dif­
ferent background. But I
think we should be open. It
shouldn't be a man or
woman thing. Whoever
shows the best should be
given the shot.



-South Africangolflegend, Gary
U.S Masters, his record 52nd
last on the regular tour.

nSPite of their ouster from the CAF Confederation Cup by Bayelsa
United, Mankou Jean Elo, coach of 57 Tourbillion of Congo
razzaville, on Sunday lauded his players' performance. Elo said

after they went down by a lone goal to the Nigerian side in the second
round tie played in Oghara, Delta, that his boys did well in the game.

Bayelsa are through to the third round on a one-goal aggregate after
the first leg ended scoreless three weeks ago in Brazzaville. Speaking
through an interpreter, Elo said: "I praise my boys for doing a good job.
They played well in spite oflosing to their Nigerian counterparts."

He said the officiating was fair, although there were some question-
able calls by the Ivorian centre referee. -

'There were a few occasions we had cause to be worried. Generally,
my boys gave a' good account of themselves and I expect Bayelsa
United to improve as they advance in the competition," Elo said

His Bayelsa United counterpart, Monday Odigie, said his boys did
their best in the game, which he said was tough. 'This is their firstouting
in an African competition and it was not easy for them. I am happy we
won this match and we will go back to correct the flaws in the team."

Stanley Ohawuchi scored the day's only goal when he connected
home AmehAruah's cross with four minutes to time.

Warner, had expressed strong res­
ervations about the country's
readiness to stage the competition
during their last visit .

"FlFA will now be in Nigeria in
the first week of May and not as
originally scheduled for this
month," an official said.

Nine Nigerian cities bidding to
host the tournament with FlFA
in conjuntion with the LOC ex­
pected to pick six out of these
cities to stage the competition
come November. Only the Abuja
National Stadium in the capital
city of Abuja and Ijebu Ode Sta­
dium received FlFA's pass mark
when Warner and his team last
visited the country.

Quote of the Day
, I am getting old; I'm

hitting the ball so short
now, I can hear it land.

And the hole seems about
the size ofa

Congolese coach lauds players despite loss

I·

l1eNigeriaFootballFedera­
tion, NFF have revealed
that the much awaited visit

of the Federation International
FootballAssociati6n,FlFAforthe
U-17 FlFA World Cup has been
shifted.

Top officials of the football
house said that the visit which is
to finally ascertain ifNigeria has
met the standard required for the
FlFA U-17 World Cup will now
hold in May.

This post ponement would be
a welcome relief to the Local
Organising Committee (LOC) for
the FlFA World U-17 Champion­
ship after the world footba1l gov­
erning body's vice-president Jack

FIFA postpone final U-17 World Cup inspection

coach
It is not an easy group, but you

can expect at a World Cup that all
matches will be challenging as you
have the top countries participat­
ing, Brazil has qualified for more
FlFA U-20 World Cups than any
other nation, and have won the tour­
nament on four occasions. The
Czech Republic were runners up
in Canada in 2007 and the Costa
Ricans are unknown but always
produce great players with good
skills. '

Zoran Vranes, Trinidad and
Tobago coach

We've landed in a very tough
group, but we're looking forward
to meeting Egypt, Paraguay and
Italy. The draw ceremony was per­
fect-evenbetterthanIexpected."

Horst Hrubesch, Germany
coach

It's a very difficult group.

cannot rule out Tahiti. It won't be
easy, but we have the desire to play
a good tournament and show that
we deserved to be here.

Luis Milla, Spain coach
Each team will cause us differ­

entproblems. Venezuela eliminated
Argentina, so they qualified for a
good reason and football is improv­
ing there all the time. Nigeria have
very powerful' players, very com­
petitive. and Tahiti is the team we
know leastofall, But theywill com­
pete with energy and passion.

Sellas Tetteh, Ghana- coach
The group is solid, difficult and

tough. England will be ahuge force
to reckon with considering their
background. Uruguay and
Uzbekistan have good youth foot­
ball policies so it definitely will be
difficult to play them, but we will
be ready for them when the com­
petition kicks-off

Cameroonhave a very skilled team.
The US team also has very good
players in their squad and Korea
won't make it easy for us. Any­
way, our goal is to reach the next
round."

Hong Myung Bo, Korea Re­
public coach

This isn't an easy group. It'll be
very difficult, but we'll rise to the
challenge.

Ronald Gonzalez, Costa Rica
coach

We'velended in an exotic group
with strong opponents. It will be
very interesting.

Winston Marumo, SouthAf­
rica team manager

The draw as a whole has been a
fantastic event.

Francisco Flores, Venezuela
player

We have two U-20 world cham­
pions - Nigeria and Spain, but we

We have definitely been drawn
into a strong group, perhaps the
strongest of the tournament but
that poses a great opportunity.
Anytime you have the chance to
play against teams like Germany,
Cameroon and Korea Republic is a
chance to showcaseAmericanfoot­
ball.

Brian Eastick, England coach
First of all, I have to give a lot of

credit to the Egyptian.r!OC and to
FlFA for a fantastic draw. The set­
ting was magnificent.very unique
and exotic and everyone connected
with hosting the draw should be
congratulated. It's a very difficult
draw for us. Obviously, the team
that jumps oI'.ttis Ghana, but Uru­
guay and Uzbekistan will be very
difficult opponents too. We're very
much looking forward to the chal­
lenge.

Jan Versleijen, Australia

On Sunday 5 April, the his­
toric Temple of Luxor
provided amagnificent set­

tingfortheFinalDrawfortheFlFA
U-20 World Cup Egypt 2009.
Coaches, officials and reporters
from around the world were capti­
vated by the breathtaking show and
ceremony. FlFA.com summarises
reaction to the event.

Miroslav Soukup, Egypt
coach

The groups are all very strong,
because every team good enough
to qualify for the World Cup has to
be strong. I've closely followed the
qualifying tournaments around the
world, and these are all very good
teams. We'll now begin preparing
for the various systems used by
our group opponents. The whole
ofEgyptis expectingus to succeed
at the tournament

Thomas Rongen, USA coach

Egypt 2009 Draw: What the coaches say...

FlyingEagles told not to underrate opponents
N igerians yest~rday cau- I By Orkula Shaagee I group ids good for Nigeria, the qualify from the group. youth programme, and al also

boned the Flymg Eagles . . Eagles should be weary of their "It is good for Nigeria, but know they have young play-.
not to underrate any of early in the year, are to play in opponents who will also be all my advise to the team and the' ers playing in Real Madrid and

their group opponents at the group B alongside 1999 cham- out to' scale through to the next coaches is that they should be Barcelona, so they are going to
Egypt 2009 FIFA U-20 World pions Spain, Venezuela and Ta- round. . weary of complacency and take be Nigeria's main challengers",
Cup, but rather approach them hiti. Ojugbana advised the play- all the teams in the group like Ojugbana stated.
the same way they would Former Head of professional ers and the team's coaching Brazil and Argentina. They He also challenged the tech-
tackle Brazil andArgentina. league in the Nigeria Football crew led by Samson Siasia to should prepare well to ensure nical crew led by Samson Siasia

The Flying Eagles, who fin- Federation, Charles Ojugbana work hard and approach all Nigeria qualifies from the to make the country's football
ished third at the African Youth 'told Trustsports in a telephone matches with all the serious- group. followers who voted for the ap-
Championship held in Rwanda interview that though the ness it deserves in order to "Spain has an excellent pointment proud by posting ex­

cellent performance at the glo­
bal soccer fiesta.

'There was a general censers.
sus among Nigerians that Sias~a
should be the one to lead the team
because of the confidencejn him,
and the ball is now in their court
and they should strive to do the
nation proud", he added.

Similarly, former ChaITrnan of
the Nigeria Football Federation,
Alhaji Ibrahim Galadima urged
the FJyingEagles to tackle all their
group opponents as if they were
playing in the final 0 the tourna­
ment, considering that each of the
24 qualifiers are going to Egypt
to lift the trophy.

To achieve that, Galadima
asked the Eagles to work extra­
hard for all matches, even as it
look as if they will face weak
opposition in the group.
"In football there is no weak

team, all the teams are equal and
willing to go; there is nothing like
group of death any longer. So, the
Flying Eagles should not think of
a simple group, and there is no
two ways to achieving it, except

FIFA officials before the U-20World Cup Final Draw inLuxor, Egypt on Sunday. through .hard work", Galadima______________________________________________ .... noted.

------------_._---

Hotline:
08059100030 (Text Only)SP

Akpodiete
wins First
Bank Open

I ByAbiodun Jimoh, Lagos I

M~ti!le Apkodiete was
full of excitement on Sun­
ynightwbenhe emerged

winner of the 48th edition of First
Bank LagosAmateur Golf Cham­
pionship held at golf section, Ikoyi
Club 1938.

Akpodiete won the event at the
expense of Mohammed Muazu of
Ikoyi club having both shots 157,
15 over par 36 holes at the end of
the event hitherto dragged to play­
off to hole one in which he hit the
shots that sealed the victory at the
championship that featured over
two hundred golfers across the
country.

The Shell Qub ofOgunnu, Warri
golferwhohadearliershot79,eight
over pro;on the first day came out
forcefully on the last day as he
stepped up his game by finishing
the game with 78 shots, seven over
par courtesy of the birdie secured
to tied on shots with the Ikoyi golfer
whom everybody believed to have
won the contest with same shots.

After securing the needed shots
that made him winner, Akpodiete
fell down on his kneel and shout
sevenhalleluyah to the admimtion
of spectators that witnessed the
battle tagged "survival of the fit­
test".

Speaking to sportswriters, the
birthday boy who could not hide
his joy hinted that he was very
happy to win this year edition hav­
ing prepared well forthe event. He
added that when he placed fourth
at the 2008 edition, he fell disap­
pointed at the feat but prayed to
God to give him the trophy as his
birthday gift and God answered
him.

Similarly, Muazu stated that he
felt bad to have lost the title right
back in his own yard despite all the
support given by Ikoyi golfers and
others who participated at the
money spinning event, adding that
what happened has taught another
lesson to practice more than be­
fore. ,

Meanwhile, last winner,
Muideen Olaitan aspiration of re­
taining the trophy was shortlived
into third position as be shots 158,
6 over par on same number ofholes
while Musa handicap two golfer
placed fourth as Remi Olukoya
rested at fifth place with 158 shots
same as Musa.

In the other award categories,
Tunde Olowude won the overall
net award with 147 shots of 73:
74, while Winston Stresser and
Olajide 0have 148 shots to piaced
second and third respectively.

I.
I
I
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Rapon$JbJlltM
As Cashier, the mahrn f-esponslbirity iscash management in ·the bank Nand'tes. Each cashier will be
re$pQnsibleanda~~ble fQrtheeffiCiti!l11$I'IQ at::(lUta~ Qp$'~ OfOM~~t,
Quallflc:atiOMlProflle
';Piploma; NOmirtimuffi
....<Fti..l$t1linElig1i$l1 (\$fI0kenfwtiU6n)
.....OetatlOOoriented
..,tSelf motivated
.....CWlt~rli&NiiCe·ortentoo

CompenwatiOo
AlIPQslllons have acotnpetlltvecompensa!ion paWl}&.

~.ellt!on ProCMS
!I:\tel'~d cahdidata$'fGr tiR ~ ®ooi,llti $eml.an upd.. !$<l C\I and a CQ¥er lett~ explllinillQi 1l1e
reaSQOSfar appiylmgrorthls:posl1i<m to ~~Qfl!~~Yfmo(l,®IDJIotlaterlMn 14ApriI.

Intiilfested candidates fm posf1ioosofAccountant, IT M'anagor and Purchase I !..oglata omeer
$f1o\M $$tidan ~au.d eVant! a CQ'fflF letter ~~lnmg tim t$~$ for .applying for thi$PQ~ 10
bQflJt01t!m<mtmi!«gjjf)a~hoQ ,.om,.Pfease ffi<:ticate the positionMIJW in the headin.gand
(~tld not i..l!ilrth$n 11 April.

intalQStfld candidatQ$ for ~inOh$ 0(loatiOffice,., cnentAdllltlClni and C~$h!.1'$$tiOPidi$i!nQ an
up®te<i CV aoo a CQ\I(lt' tetter explaining the reasons for applyinQ for mls posttioo to
~~i!menjrnlC((!flna~_i:l<!o.eom or to the postal 1!I®m$$; Matll!Ij)ing Consultafll,
Succe5sory Nigeria Ltd, Suites S161517, 5th Floor Sank of Industry Buildmg, 18 Munarnmad'u 8uhari
Way, KadUl'1QN;garia. e:<ffIaitatk.lmt.tijspre~able. Pteasa illdieate the posi!ionn;atnl} in Ih&heading
aoorespohdootiatefthan14ApnL .

ResponsibUitlM.
loan Officers am responsible fOf recruiting and managing a loan portfolio of up to 200
mh.:roentrepteneurs. P'fe,.loan disbursement tasks fflck.lde promoilns p1Odiuets, evaklatinQ and
analysin9 oosmesses. prepanng 10M synthesis wrcreditcommiUee aoo presenting lhe &a·lIeS, Post­
loan disblKSement tasb lncll.ide mOl1ftot:ing 'flisli$ to buslMSS, fohlowirlg Li!l on loan ~~)'lntmf"
IDafhltging loan feoovecy and assessmg the impact.of loanlor re~,
Quallf'lcationtJProm. ~
..rOlploma: NOminimum WIDlbasic knowledge Inaccounllng, 1Inanooand matnematlcs.
..t'Articulate, wei! spoken.withtluency m Eng*ish{wrtItenlSpoken)
..IUelaiJand target oriented
..t'&I1fSla_, ab!$toWl)(kalone
"",Creative andmnovatiYe
/ClJStoollJf set\liiooortootoo
,.tOynamic ehdfr\itltiVal8dil'ldhii(fu$lsvrt;Q.ib (Qw'¢i'I(wt¢oot

Client MVls(ll'$ "
Rup(msJbmt ... ~
A,$ClientA4visQ(, !he fI'MIil1 ~$porl$]bll~ Ill!Clt»d$ ~lti$ln9~po$;lls, mml$(,j&t),JJ $$Yin!)!!OOCOUl'Ils,
data entry ami control of client data 'n the $nformatioo system.
~lificatiOMlProfIl.
vDlptorm.e NDmlnlmum
.,IArticulate. well-spoken •
".'Fh••rmt in engli$fi (l1PQkenJwritlell)
".'Oetail and largetotienloo
oo'Custlm'te('smvDooentoo

Retiponsfbtllties
The IT Manager wlI! 00 itt CI'iill'Q<! 01all hattiwam ai'id $Oftittafo rolatoo lsSUI!IS In tMmierofinanoo
bank.
Qualiflcil1ions($kHls
.....Un.lllersltydegt_1n Iff
"'Minimum 5 years. cjf expeflenoo in IT management wllh !II track reaJrd in de ....eloping a proficieni
department

"'Pasl experience in the fulaooial sectM( ....aluabfe.)
""Kflowfeoge in Nfgerilm ~Tma;s<1nr<;turerequirements
·".'Oetalled oriented with organisational sldil$
.,fSltong ,Ulffll)'ticat sldIlswith entrep_eurlal ~1i1y aoo l&amJu-~rOl'jel1mtlon

PurchallO I LcglstlcsOfficer
~pOn$lbnltM
The P...m::hase t Laglslfcs Officer will be fG$pOnslbll!fQf P1_an{lfDQjlMill1ectJling both purohaHsAmd
iOSi~. • - -
Qualll'leatiOMlSkIns
..IUn.lverseyd~ In81JsinessAdminislralion. ManagementorGeneralEcooomics
.,IMinlml)m 5:ye<ll'$ of experil$l'!Ioein'PI;II'I';\hfi$.t l,.Qgit;tfQs in awelf"fitabli$he4 QQl'npany
,($ltorIg InterpGrstJnai and nGgOifallo", &kil~
..t'Ofganl~lona! e~t'l1tise

Rmpon ..ibl~itkis
The A.(:.:;oomatll wlll be in charije m b~119 all dally recorda and prapil<rlng tlnan~ reports ip ,
oomptiafloo'mttllocal regulations and best practices,
Qualffical1olts/Sklli$
7'Uni'iorstly d$(jroo InBtisiMssAdministratlon 01'Aocoorttlfll:!
.,IMinimlJm 5 years of experience in accollflling with a track record in devej~ng II proffc.loot
department '

'" Past Ol(ipeoonooin lhe finat)Clal 80Ctor{yaluaibfe)
",'Knowfledga ofNigmianaccounoogp!acticoo 3ml regulatloM
".'Strong tlotliytical Sk.!llswith exc!¥lIentpresentaliOI'1alfld ot,gehlsational skIll!'}
.....Hlgh leVel o($niagrtiy

Human ResoW"Ces Manager
Responll!biMt_ .
The Human Resourees Managerwtlliead the Human Resources Oepartmentwnlcl'! Is ffl ch~ ofal!
pet'$oonef matters ((om hitillg, to training, to I)$'f¢rmilig evaluations ..
QualiflcaflOM/SklUs
..r:IJniv~OegreeiflB41~AdI'flifli5Wa1ion,HlJm<!I1~5Ma~QfGer!eralEwnomics
".'Minimum5~ofel$!lrienceinhw'nafl~~roIeWilh~in~$ta(f(~1
".'Track record 111oolteloplAg. a Human ReSOl.lfOOSOepaJ1mert!basod 01'1pmiormanoo management
{',<aluai;Jle}

"'P<lstGJ(p$OOnC:,,-, itl tha fmandal $$ck)r{1I<lluabte)
v'KnowtcdgcofNlgmian iaoour lawarlo employmentpra~
,fF,xreIDent presentilion, ofQanlSl.l.lmal3l1d \lalnll'l9 sllillli>
..t'Str0fl9 analytical !ilkill!>with eflt~reneurh.1 P'f,lrmmaMyafJ4 .earnooerttatioo

AeQOuntarrt

-_

•

,I

SUCC$$$ory Nigeria Ltd
Recruits on behalf of a New International Microfinance Bank

To IatJnch lis opamtions in Kaduna City, a new Mlcr'flftnance Bank _ks to recruit: HUman
Resoul'CK 'Manager, Aeoountant, fT Manager, Pure"'a_ J I.,ogistlc$Officer, I.oan officers,
CtientAdvlsors and Cashiers.

JOB VACANCIES
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Qualifu5j awlicants should send an
updated Currk.ulum Vitae: and a letter of
interest highlighting hiSor qua.1itication W
the applicable pOSition to
idn.l.b.itk~u:.ahmed@jl.vn~ed.U419not
later than 2 weeks from the date of this
publication.

Requirements for the position:HIIID in
!.aOOtatory SCience and Ted'lno.Jtx.Iy with
special1zation if! physics laboratories.
AdeqlJaOO kt10wledge Of e)ectr1e~1 and
electronic equipment, computer literacy is
compulsory.Keen il'\~:>t ill loorning now
to interface physics lai' \"Iith mmputeTs and
knawletftje Indata~, 4uiSitl(l~isoo$i!'f,'(t,

RESPONSIBIUTIES~ TIlls position
report t(} ttJ.e ~!i, St.tiOO! of Arts i)itid
ScIencesthr.oogh the faalli'l c.oorcinatOf
for Nawrat soooces. ResponSible f()(
setting up r>f physics and geol:ogV ralli and
as.'liSt the faculty a.nd students \'\11th the
~ration of lab equipment Updates lab
.ftHHlI.Hlls;. callbtat.e and repairs
instruments, computer software; purcnase
physiCSand oUter supplies. K~p$ pllysks
labsandprep roomsordel1y aod organized.

SUMMARY OF POSmON:
Management of physiit$ undergraduate

teach in9 laboratories, help' ng
IJrH.1ergraduate geology teaching
latIDratdrles.Mainbln ph~'Slcsand geology
1<rl:!5,worktng with rmysics f~!ty kJ·ensure
smooth operation of geology and physks
teactMng 161)$and laying ~iptrient ~$
for!a~.

LAB. TECHNOLOGIST
(PHYSICS)

10 yea'!'Srelated exp.q,p
equivalent ccmmnation of
anrJfQf experience from wtlkh
koo.vledge, skills and abilities
achle'llCd.
- Experienced project
~tige In multi-module
implementations for a 2 or 4 year uni'vef'!iifv
cnvironm~.
- Proj&:!: Management experience
$OUdu:nI::lerstandiflg Offlnancl,,1 and htJ~nal'l 'i,(.
res:rurcesfunctio~lfty and how
integrate with Banner.
- Excellent comllUJl1lctmoo S!(iIls.

RESPONSIBILITIES
UWtlS tht). project on il (ja~··to·d<w basts,
Coord[nate~usersaru:Jserviceproviders.

. 2. Manages a server t'lrwironrnent t{) ooiJde

SUMMARYOfPOS~ON
Oversees the Banner project Including
es.tabliSllm.g and mamtaining the project
schedule, evaluating and a1>Signlngboth the
staff and re50Yrces as needed. Prtl'l'Kles
cOrlSI:4ltingservices to ttJe 'U!iCfS.. for al~
~roject'mlatOO admlnistralj~'eilppUcatiOl1s,
providlrifl analVSisand r:r't"""slght of softwaH! ;
enMn..-"-"mts, majnl~ ,.,rograms. am:!
relec> _ "pdat1!S.

BANNER PROJECT
MANAGER

Build and motivate a high performing
team. Manage the <t.w'\I)-day~iOf\$ of
the Information Technoi\agy Department
Including dlfectin9 staff who WI'WQrt;
.adm!nistrative and/or academic computing,
networking, u se r se r v Ices ,
tefecommunbtioos and other information
tOO'l~VfynctlOli$.

4. Other ~$ponsIllJlities as may bea$Slgned.

Ilequlrements for the po$ltfon
BachelorL degree in Computer Sdernl/lS
gkJ$ I)fei'"erably 10 Qr more years of 'po${.
graduate experience and/or reated llairnng,
Master's Oegrli!e 11"1Computer Sciences
and/or related dJsctj:rlineis preferrerl. Prior
e.xperl~~ as Iisent()r~utlve wlth[!1Ill'l1T
Departmeflt supporting .a large university or
EiQ1,iiValentIndustry eltp(;'!rleflce With SO\.Ind
Managementand Technical Skiiils,
excellent: communieatJan siQlIs Inch.lI:fing
ability to effectively present information to
toP management:, publk; groups, and/or
'Board of Trustees will be ali additiQoa~
advantage.



another party tor them when
we return toNigeria.
"To be honest with you, the

players as a team did play
excellentlywell.
"I don't want to start

appraising them player by
player, but generally, they
played well and we are very
proud of them," he concluded.

11alamwas elated by the per­
formance of the players that
he promised the players extra
N2m aside theirnormal match
bonus.
"That was not all." he

added.
"He organised a party' for

the entire team after thematch
and even promised to hold'

mise ofN2m to theplayers.
The money, Complete

Sports gathered, was not part
of thenormal bonus paid tothe
players.
Confirming this when

Complete Sports called him
up Sunday in Rabat, Moroc­
co, an official of the club. Pro­
miseNwachukwu, saidOkea-

pparently overwhel­
med by hISteam's per-
formance inMorocco

against FAR FCwhich earned
them passage to the lastknock
out stage of the CAF Cham­
pions League. Chairman of
Heartland of Owerri, Chief
IgnatiusOkeahialam,Saturday
night announced a cash pro-

...get: N2m
the organisers of the compe
titionwas a confirmationofth
country's rising profile in po
werlifting.

Ebhojiaye said the tow
powerlifterswereinvitedon th
s·t,-"tlgth of their outstandin
performanceatthe2008Beijin
Paralympics.
He· said Aligekwe bea

seven lifters in themen's 90k
category while Amaraku
placed fourth in the 1OOk~
catc 0 .

TIeNigeria Paralympics
Committee (NPC),
yesterday expressed sa­

tisfactionwith theperformance
ofthe country'spowerliftcr
~'astweek' .j s lntemational
i'owerlifiingChampionshipsin
Dubai. .

Simon Ebhojiaye, the NPC
Secretary, told the News
Agencv of Nigeria (NAN) on
Monday in Lagos that the
invitationofObiomaAligekwc
and Solomon Amarakuo b

Nigerians excel in powerlifting in Duba

trate them in their country.
"When we got there, they

tried to frustrate us, but we
thank God that their plans
did not work. We tried our
best because there was
pressure on us to deliver," he
said.
He said Mazdi g,ve the

tition.
The second leg second

round tie inMorocco ended I­
I and gave the Imo side 4-2
aggregate win after their 3-1
first leg win in Owerri three
weeks ago.
Ezeruike said the Moroc­

cans did everything to frus-

Moroccans their goal 36
minutes into the game while
substitute Sign Chibambo,
drew level 13minutes into the
second half.

News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Owerri onMonday
on arrival from Morocco,
midfielder Moses Ezeruike,
said they were confident of
overcoming the Cameroo­
nianswhen theymeet onApril
17in Owerri, in the first leg of
round three of the compe-

HartiandFC ofOwerri
re already looking
orward to their next

game in the CAF Champions
League against Cameroon's
Cotonsport, after disposing
Morocco's FAR on Saturday,
inR,abat. ~
In an interview with the

Heartland look ahead to clash with Cotonsport

interviewwithTrustsports from
Kano, Galadima stated that
theyrespectAlAhly asAfrican
champions but would not be
afraidof themwhen theymeet
in the next round of the CAF
Champions League.
The former chainnan of the

to honour a league match and
immediately the return to
Kaduna theywill go into close
camping in preparation for or
continental competition.
"In addition to that, we will

continue to motivate our
players and do whatever we
feelispossible toenableuswin
the trophy", Galadima stated.

awayfiumthern,werespecttbem,
theyhave goodprayers,but big
names don't playfootball,so we
are going to take on them the
samewaywecouldfuceanyother
teamin this campaign.
"We are also champions of

theNigerian league, so we are
going/to give them a good
fight(fhe. team is still inAbuja

I Kano Pillars Football
Club of Kano Con­
tinental Committee

Chairman,Albaji Ibrahim Ga­
ladima yesterday said the
Kano-based soccer outfit will
tackle Egyptian side t C same
way it would face any club in
its continental campaign.
Speaking in a telephon

Nigeria Football Federation
stated that immediatelythe team
retumsfromAbujaafteraleague
duelagainst FCAhuja,theywill
gointoclosecampingforintense
prepa-ration ahead of the CAP
Champions League match
against the cup holders.
"We know that Al Ahly is

strong-side, we can't take that

We are not afraid of Al Ahly - Galadima
I By Orkula Shagee I

Padraig Harrington of Ireland chips on the practice green in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta,
Georgia, United States... yesterday.

BCCLionsFC ofGbo
yesterday decried
officiating in the nati

nal professional league a
urgedNFF to rectify the si
tion. f

In a post-match intervie
with the News Agency J
Nigeria (NAN) inKadunaaftd
the Gboko team lost 3-1 t
RanchersBees, theChiefCoac
Andrew Agu, said visitin
clubs required protectio
againstunfairofficiating.
Agu saidhost clubs enjoy

undueadvantagefroairef
who usually ensured that the]
won their matches at th
expense of the visitors.

"The NFA has to ensur
that teams playing awaj
matcheswillbeprotected fro \
the referees, whose officiatin
is one sided," saidAgu.
Agu commended his boy~

saying "they did their best.
they had not played well, w
would have ended up with 1
goals from theway the refer
handled the match."
However, the captain of th

side, Macelin Liam said the
lost because "the players 10
gripofthematchinthefirst

'They allwentforattackan
left the defence open, leavin
Ranchers to take advantage t
scoretwo goals in the firstha
"Even in the second ha

the boys did not do bette
that'swhy the thirdgoal came.
Lions'first goalcamethrou

Tema Yough, while Ranch
equalised through Mans
Addurasheed,who scored fro
the penalty spot.
Anthony Michael in

the tally, while Tijani Adam
sealed victory for the hosts .
the second half with the
goal.
RanchersBeesChiefCoac

Gideon Gaya, told NAN tha
his boyswere "incredible.It i
not easy to come down fro
one goal and win with th
margin with we won today.

"I am satisfied,"saidGaya.

BCC Lions
decry poor
officiatin

Uyo outfit erased the s
memories of their last
woeful 3-0 defeat by
ra United.

scored the eventual match
winner just four minutes after
kick-off.
Akwa United put a wedge

toWarriWolves title ambition ,------------1
with a2-0 defeat in Uyo.
A brace from former

Rangers forward, Ogbonna
Onuoha in 35 and 60
minutes ensured that the

the Owerri side have three
games in hand.
InMakurdi, Lobi Stars took

one giant step out of their
relegation worries, beating
Zamfara United 1-0 in one of
the week 31 Premier League
matches.
Ikechukwu Okemmiri, one

of the Okemmiri dynasty

Sunday in Aba.
The Peoples Elephant

fetchedall threepoints on offer
when Of em Inah stepped
forwardtoconverta49minutes
penalty idler Osas Idehen had
lost one in the first half.
Enyimba thus bridged the gap
with second placed Heartland
to just one point even though

goals from substitutes Bren­
dam Ogbu and Stanley Oko­
ronkwo in 81 and 89 minutes
respectively to bring the final
scores to 3-0.
Now 4thon the leaguetable,

Rangerswith46pointsare five
points adrift of third placed
Enyimba who handed a 1-0
defeat to Kaduna United on

turneePremierLeague
tar, VictorEzeji, emer­
ed the hero on the

night of seven goals thriller at
Liberation Stadium, Port Har­
courtas Sharks batteredWikki
TouristsofBauchi6-1inaweek
31fixture.
Ezejigrabbedadoublebrace

in the enthralling clash,
opening his goals accountjust
thirteen minutes after kick off
after Prince Nnake scored in
three minutes.
The domestic league vete­

ran added four more goals in
13,37,43and74minutes tohelp
Sharkstoa spectacular6-1win.
Ezeji, returned to the

Nigeriansceneafteraspell with
Tunisian side, Club Africain.
Winner of several FA Cups,
Ezeji was part of Enyimba'g
CAP Champions League glo­
rious squad in 2003.

Sharks win on Saturday
catapultedtheGardenCityside
to the 6th position on the log
with 44 points. The result
bolstered Manager Kadiri
Ikhana's title dream evenwith
just seven matches remaining
on the fixture.
Rangers International

climbed one step lip on the
ladder after hammering Gate­
wayofAbeokuta 3-0atBeverly
Hills Hotels mini-stadium on
Saturday.
The Antelopes wasted a

handful of scoring opportuni­
ties before finding an antidote
to their blunt attack in the
second period.
Petit John Nnam opened

scoring from the penalty spot
in 55 minutes before two late

Returnee Ezeji sets league goals recor
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Manchester United
welcome back Way­
neRooney,Nemanja

Vidic and Paul Scholes to their"
Champions League squad for
Tuesday's match against Porto.
at Old Trafford after they were
suspended from domestic
action at the weekend

Manager Alex Ferguson's
prospects of establishing a
healthy quarter-final first leg·
lead over Porto would be en­
hanced further if centre-back
Rio Ferdinand shakes off a
back injury to play.

However, Ferguson will de­
finitely be without striker Di­
mitar Berbatov who has an
ankle injury and will be side­
lined for the next two weeks.

Holders United, looking to
extend their record unbeaten
run in the Champions League
to 22 matches, go into the game
in a far better of frame of mind
than looked likely after SO
minutes of Sunday's Premier
League match against Aston
Villa.

They trailed 2-1 and appea­
red to be heading for a third
league defeat in a row before
late goals from Cristiano Ro­
naldo and teenage substitute
Federico Macheda gave them
a3-2win.

The result transformed the
mood at Old Trafford with
United going back on top of
the Premier League and kee­
ping alive their hopes of win­
ning five trophies this season.

United will start favourites
although, five years ago, Porto
knocked United out 3-2 on.
aggregate illthe last 16 on their
way to winning the trophy.
Coach Jose Mourinho perfor­
med a touchline jig that is still a
bad memory for many Red
Devils fans.

Jesualdo Ferreira's Porto
team are not as organised nor
as tactically disciplined as the
one Mourinho built, but they
have plenty of attacking threat
and go into the match in top
fOOD. -

However, their record in
Englandispoor, losing 11of the
12 matches they have played
The only exception was the 1-1
draw at Old Trafford against
United in2004.

Hulk, the Brazilian striker
who has attracted attention in
Spainaierabrilliantdisplayin .':
the first leg of the last-16 tie
against Atletico Madrid, will .
pose a threat with aggression
and pace reminiscent of his
compatriot Ronaldo.

United set
to welcome
back trio

League.
The last time they-played

Arsenal in the competition they
drew 0-0 at the Madrigal to fall
1-0 on aggregate in the semi-.
finals in 2006.
Possibleteams:
Villarreal: 13-Diego Lopez;

IS-Angel Lopez, 4-Diego
Godin,2-Gonzalo Rodriguez, 5-
Joan Capdevila; 10-Cani, 19-
Marcos Senna, 6-Se.bastian
Eguren, 7-Robert Pires; 15-
Nihat Kahveci, 22-Giuseppe
Rossi
Arsenal: I-Manuel

Almunia; 3-Bacary Sagna, 5-
Kolo Toure, 10-William Gallas,
22-Gae1Clichy; 27-Emmanuel
Eboue, 17-Alex Song, 15-
Denilson, 4-Cesc Fabregas
(captain); 14-Theo Walcott, 25-
EmmanuelAdebayor.

Russian side in the UEFA Cup
earlier this season.

Villarreal are stillreeling from
their miserable 3-0 league
defeat atAlmeria on Saturday,
that was made all the worse by
fh~ injury to winger Santi
Cawrla.

A fractured shin bone has
put the Spain international out
for the rest of the season.

"Cazorla is a key figure for
us, but we have a large squad
and whoever steps in in' his
placeIamsurewilldowelL We
will tty to beatArsenal forhim,"
defender Diego Godin said.

"Saturday's game aside we
havebeenplayingwel1. Wewill
tty to pick ourselves up again." .

VillaIrealremain futn1hin the
Prirnera Liga 2nd have never:
lost at home in theChampions

from a knee injury, ran the
match in midfield and made
both goals for Adebayor,
returning after 10 games out
with a hamstring injury.

Wmger Theo Walcott, also
returning to the starting lineup
after injury, should be fit to face
the Spaniards when Arsenal
play their 200th match in
European competition.

DutchmanRobin vanPersie,
injured while on international
duty for the Netherlands last
week, is more unlikely toplay
but has not been completely
ruled out while Eduardo and
Abou Diaby remain on the
injured list,

Andrei Arshavin, who
signed from Zenit StPetersburg
in the winter transfer window
is ineligible afterplaying forthe

we are not the same team now
as we were in August and
September.

''There's a lightness back in
the team, we are playing
without the handbrake and we
go into this Champions League
game in a good state of mind,
very focused, fullofbelief and
commitment. Istill believe this
season 'can be a very
successful one for us."

Arsenal's win consolidated
fourth place inthe race for next
season's Champions League
spots, but as important as the
three points was the return
from long-term injuries of
midfielder Cesc Fabregas and
striker EmmanuelAdebayor.

Fabregas, back in the side
for the first time since
December after recovering

rsene Wenger has all
ut conceded any
ossibility of the

Premier League title but still
believes the team have a
realistic chance of silverware
in the Champions League and
FACup. .

As a rejuvenated Arsenal
headed for Villarreal and
Tuesday's Champions League
quarter-final first leg, Wenger
was in buoyant mood follo­
wing Saturday's demolition of
Manchester City which exten­
ded their unbeaten run in the
PremierLeague to 17matches ..

"You cannot win the cham­
pionship if you lose five of
your first 14 games," he said
afterArsenal's 2-0 victory.

''But the team is young and
we have come through it, and

Arsenal primed for strong finish to season
FC Porto's Hulk, centre,trains with teammates at OldTrafford Stadiumahead oftheir ChampionsLeaguequarter final clash against
Manchester United inManchester,England ...tonight. / /

They will look to Franck club a boost ahead of the tie
Ribery to restore their confi- by joining coach Benitez and
dence by outshining fellow Dirk Kuyt in signing a new
magician Lionel Messi at the contract.
Nou Camp. Liverpool beat Chelsea in the

Liverpool captain Steven 2005 and2oo7 semi-finalswhile
Gerrard, joint top scorer in the they drew ().()twice in the 20051
Champions League this term, 06group stage. The Londoners
is equally on fire and will have finally overcame their bogey
to be at his best to help beat a team in extra-time in last sea­
side he once almost joined son's semi-final before losingto

He has . the UnitedinthefinaL
~~~ ~~~-----.

four beforeArsenal were beaten
by Barcelona in the final.

Spanish league leaders
Barca entertain fellow heavy­
weights Bayem Munich on
Wednesday in the only tie
without English interest.

Bayemare reeling froma 5-1
thrashing by Wolfsburg on
Saturday which dented their
hopes of retaining the German
title.

"When I go out to face
Arsenal for the first time since
leaving, there will be a lot of
emotion," he said. "But I'm
sorry Arsenal fans, ifI can play
well and eliminate them then
I'm going to do it. But for
Villarreal, not forme."

Villarreal, without injured
winger Santi Cazorla, want
revenge after losing to Arsene
Wpnm"T'~ side in the 2006 last

'I

- UiVerpool against Chelsea
is ~~e most eag~rly
anticipated, CbaIDpfoBS

League quarter-final first leg
this week despite the pair
having met in the competition
in each of the last four seasons.

Liverpool's stunning form at
home and abroad and Chel­
sea's resurgence under interim
coach Guus Hiddink make for
an intriguing all-English tie
rather than a boring fifth
instalment of what has usually
been a cagey affair.

RafaBenitez's side,who beat
Real Madrid home and away
in the last round and also
humbled Manchester United
recently to reopen the Premier
League title race, have home
advantage on Wednesday
with the return leg in London
onAprill4.

"There are no secrets in
modem football," Hiddink told
uefa.com before his team beat
Newcastle United 2-0 on
Saturday and Liverpool won 1-
o at Fulham with a last-gasp
goaL

''The players are known by
the managers, the players
know each other very well, the
managers know how they play,
so it's very open and very tight,
Benitez hasproven he is a very
smart manager. I'm looking
forward to this battle."

Familiarity is a theme across
the ties with holders Man­
chester United hosting Porto
on Tuesday, five years after the
Portuguese club knocked out
Alex Ferguson's side on their
way to winning the 2004
Champions League.

United have had a wobble
domestically since eliminating
Inter Milan in the last 16 but
overcame Aston Villa 3-2 in a
thriller on Sunday thanks to a
stoppage-time winner.

Striker Dimitar Berbatov
misscsoutwithanankleinjury.

Also on Tuesday, Villarreal
host Arsenal with the Spanish
club's winger Robert Pires
coming up against his former
team

Old rivalries rekindled
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Audi regained its win­
ning form today as

it trounced Zacara 15-
8in its opening round game of
theUS Open Polo Champion­
ship at InternationalPolo Club
atPalmBeachinFlorida.
''Weexecutedwelland were

crisp today,"saidAudiCaptain
Marc Ganzi.TheAudi fourso-

·1

In the day's featured match
in the International Polo
Stadium, Las Monjitas, who
was also the 2008 U.S. Open
runner-up, did not appear as
solidasWhiteBirchduringthe

. first three chukkers, trailing
BlackWatch4-2 at thehalf
"It was a battle and they got

the better of us in the first three
chukkers," saidLasMonjitas,
Adam Snowwho solidifiedhis
team's win as he scored the
match's final goal with just
over two minutes left in
regulation play. Snow also
referredto today's competition
as awar as the match was tied

TIo former us. Open
. 010Champions, White

Birchand LasMonjitas,
came one length closer to .
capture the 2009 title as they
both won theirfustmatcbes in
the 2009 U.S: Open Polo
Championship at International
Polo Clubat Palm Beach in

Florida on Sunday.
LasMonjitas,who captured

seconds left in regulationplay.
White Birch's Pancho
Beosadon, scored thewinning
goal on a penalty shot in
ovel1ime.
''They got nothing to lose

so they came out punching
and they scored two goals in
the first two minutes," said
White Birch's Mariano

breaker with only seven Aguerre who was referring to

...Audi turns it on to beat Zacara

five times. ''I think that's the
best way to describe it!"
''For me it's the toughest

game because you're playing
against all six and seven goal
players and it's very difficult,"
saidLasMonjitasteamCaptain
Camilo Bautista. ''Finally 'we
pulled this out!"
U.S.Open PoloToumament

playcontinuesFriday,AprillO
whenAudi will1akeon On:banl
Hill.
TheUS Openclllminatesthe .

high goal season at
International Polo. Played
since 1904 the US Open Polo
Championship is the oldest
polo tournament in the United
States. This is the 105lh year
since it began and an eight
team field is competing for the
most coveted trophy in the
United States.

the fourgoalsLechuza Caracas
scored during the last chukker:
''Hat's off to them. They got a
couple of good breaks and
they won the chukker.But we

.White Birch, Las Monjitas join race to capture U.S. Open

horses and really well as a
team," added Ganzi.
"With this being the last

tomnament of the season we
have to play our best
WeaddedNic (Pieres) in the

last tournament and he has
nowsettiedinandwotkingweU
with all of us."Andi fell in the
GoldCup toLechuzaCaracas.

mounted as they
allowedonly two fieldgoals

and a penalty goal. Facundo
andGonzalito

Pieres ofAudi combined for
12goals with brotherNicolas
adding two ofhis own. Ganzi
rounded out the scoring with
one.
''We're playing our best

me came out very strong in the
opening chukkers and moun­
ted a 10-5 lead atthehalf ''Our
plan was to allow zero space
on defense and capture as
many throw-ins aspossible by
keeping a man outside to go
to."
In the second half Audi

thwarted every attemptZacara

capture the tide.
White Birch, who also

finished as the runner-up in
2004, 1997 aoll995,kqXaldid
lead through the first five
chukkers, ending the fifth at
11-7. Lechuza Caracas'
Nicholas Espain scored one
from the field at the top of the
six1h and then scored the tie

the1itlein2006, defeatOOBJaek
Watch 9-7 while 2005
champions White Birch
narrowly escaped a sixth
chukker comeback by 2009
Piaget Gold Cup victors
LechuzaCaracas towin 12-11
in sudden-death overtime.Las
Monjitas and White Birch are
the only two teams playing in
this year's U.S. Open to ever

Good boy.; ManchesterUnitedmanagerAlexFergusonhugs the newwonderkid FedericoMacheda
after their 3-2 victoryoverAstonVilla.
defence," Lotito said theRed Devils. has already physicallymatured

"Inrea1itywe findourselves But what had the Italian intoarnan,somethingthathas
in front of a proper cattle been doing during that period? notgoneunnoticedbySirAlex
tnarlret. Under the guidance of Ferguson.

"I talked repeatedly with former United striker Ole "The young boy Macheda
Macheda's parents, we Gunnnar Solskjaer - now is progressing exceptionally
established a dialogue, but it reserve coach for the reigning well in theyouthandreserves,"
was not possible to do Premier League champions - the United manager said
anything. We could not Macheda began getting to recently. "He's a big lad now,
compete'withUnited's offer. gripswithEnglish football. he has improved physically.

"That is not right, we have Hestarted in theyouth.team, We'rereally pleasedwithhim."
to be provided with more but, under Solskjael'stuteJage, Macheda has been
reliableandconcretemJestban had been promoted to the compared to team-mate
those which govern Italian reserves this season, scoring Berbatov instyle, although, as
clubs." eight goals in eight games, he showed on Sunday, the
Macheda moved to including a hat-trick against teenager is not shy of a

ManCbesnT with his family - Newcastle inMan:h. cballenge or two,
hisfatbt't'.PasquaIe,hislDOChec Those tIm:e goals, coupled "Federico is a very good
and his younger brother, wiibDimitarBerbarov'slay-otf technical player," stated
Simone. becmseofananldeinjuryaQrl United Under-18s manager
In August 2008, be signed Wayne Roooey's Slwpensioo, PaulMcGuinness. Manchester iswidely known as "Kiko" at Old Trafford.

led to Macheda being
promoted to the first team
againstVilla
Despite his age, Macheda

stop Manchester United from professional terms at Old
takingaway ourplayer,but the Trafford on theday ofhis 17th
present Italian regulations birthdayandjusteightmonths
don't give you any type of laterbecarneaninstantherofor-_,

Iifootball fans across the
, lobe had not heard of

ederico Macheda before
his wonder goal againstAston
Villa,they certainlyhave now.
The 17-year-old Italian

announced his arrival in Eng­
lish footballwithadramaticand
decisive injury-time curler,
which gave Manchester
Uniteda 3-2winand took them .
back to the top of the Premier
League tableaboveLiverpool,
Butwho is theplayerknown

at Old Trafford as "Kiko"
Macheda and where did he
come from?
Machedawas born inRome

in 1991 and began his
footballinglifeatLazio, where
he would have stayed had it
not been for Italian football
regulations, which prevented
under-18ssigningprofessional
terms.
The strikerhad already been

spotted by United's vast
scouting network during his
early teens and, sensing an
opportunity,they gottheirman.
He was only 16 when he

signed for United as a trainee
inSeptember2007;amovethat
caused uproar at Lazio, who
rated him so highly they had
takenhim to the senior squad's
pre-seasoncamp inthesummer
of that sameyear.
"Manchester United - as

theyhave done inthepastwith
otherpromising Italianplayers
like Giuseppe Rossi - came in
early and offered Kiko a
contract as an apprentice,"
Giancarlo Galavotti ofItalian
daily newspaper La Gazetta
delloSport,toldBBC Sport.
"Whatever happens in his

future career, he will remain
among the legends of
Manchester United. Itwas a
goal that at the end of the
season willmake thedifference
between United winning and
losing the title."
Lazio chairman Claudio

Lotito is critical of United's
approach for the youngster,
and believes academyplayen
shouldbe protected from 1he
advances of overseas clubs
untillhey ace 18.

"We tried in every way to

for the knock-out stages after
. midfielder Owen Hargreaves
was luled out for the season
with a knee injury.
Macheda's goal on Sunday

has been compared to that of
Steve Bruce against Sheffield
Wednesday in 1993 because
of its importance.
Bruce's late headerc1inched

victory for United, with
Ferguson'sside goingon towin
thePremierLeague title.
lt may yet prove to be a

pivotalgoal in thebattle forthe
titlebutwbateverthe outcome
of thePremierLeagueracethis .
season, a star bas been botn-

"He is a real Italian striker.
He might not look as ifhe is
doing much but when he gets
the ball his touch is very good
and he makes good decisions.

"In some ways he has a
style of Berbatov. He makes
some very clever runs and is a
very good finisher.

"He has fitted into the club
very well and is on a really
good wavelength with Danny
Welbeck."
Berbatov's absence may

provide Macheda with further
first-team opportunities. He is
now amember ofUnited's 25-
manChampionsLeaguesquad

Who1s Federico Macheda?
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CAPTION 2.TigerWoodsof the Lopeztrains with team- Association legends and S.Former U.S.
U.S.walks on the putting matesat Oldllafford 1992USOlympic President George W. 6.RyoIshikawa, left,of

1.GregNorman of green during practice for Stadiumthe daybefore "Dream Team" players Bush throws but the Japan and Ian Poulter of
Aus¥,alia points to his ball the 2009Masters golf their ChampionsLeague Michael Jq,dan, seen ceremonial first pitch Englandwalkup to the
during hispractice round tournament at theAugusta quarterfinal first leg here in 1998,David before the start of seventh green during their

for the Masters golf NationalGolfClub in soccermatch against Robinson and John American LeagueMLB practice round for the
tournament at theAugusta Augusta,Georgia,United ManchesterUnited, Stocktonwere among five baseball action between Masters golftournament

NationalGolfClub in States. Manchester,England selections named yester- the T,exasRangers and at theAugustaNational
Augusta,Georgia,United day for the Basketball the Cleveland Indians in GoIfOub inAugusta,

States. 3.FC Porto's Lisandro 4.National Basketball Hall ofFame. Arlington,Texas. Georgia,UnitedStates.
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"All men dream, but not equally. Those who dream by
night in the dusty recesses of their minds wake in the day
to find that it was vanity: but the dreamers of the day are
dangerous men; for they may act their dream with open
eyes to make it possible. "
-- T. E. Lawrence
(Seven Pillars ofWisdlJ.

2011 :The Buhari factor
- ' '<," , . c Tuesday, April 7, 2009

United without injured Rio for Porto

streets," said the world champion.
"Iwas delighted to get the inyitation to race in Manchester

and compete in this unique event.
Mark Lewis-Francis, the 2004 Olympic 4xlOOm gold

medallist, and World University Games title holder Simeon
Williamsonhave alreadycommittedthemselvestochallenging
doubleworld record holder Bolt.

Ohuruogu will face Bahamian
Debbie Ferguson-McKenzie in
her race.

Although the Londoner will
be at a disadvantage when she
takes on dedicated sprinters, she
is lookingforwardto the event in
her build- up to this summer's
WorldChampionships in Berlin.

"I am excited about the
conceptof takingathletics

--- and sprinting to the

season."

Ohutuogu to compete in Manchester
J OlymPiC 400mchampionChristineOhuruogu IS the latest

thlete to commit to next month's Great City Games in
Manchester.

The 24-year-old joins triple Beijing sprint gold medallist
UsainBolt at the innovativeevent featuringmen andwomen's
150mraces on 17May.
She said: "150m is much shorter than my normal distance

but it will be good preparation for the outdoor

'It's really difficult to
explain,'· Casey saidofhisfirst
US victoryin 77 starts. 'When
yougetin1roducedon the first tee
hereandyou'replayingwith GeoffOgilvy
andthey're goingthroughall theaccomplishmentsGeoffhashad
andI'm thinking,"Comeon,atleastmention,youknow,something."
ButI hadn'tdoneanythingyetouthere.This is thefirstwin andit's
fantastic.' .

dropped a shot to
with a level-par 72
who had finished
earlier having shot
a lifeline.

goingto the 18thhole
12 under but
finish the round
and give Hc};Imes,
almost three hours
six.birdiesfor69,

JCasey warms up for
Masters with first US win

Britain's Paul Caseygave himselfthe perfectwarm-upfor
thisweek'sUSMastersbywinninghis firstPGATourtitle
in a play-off at the weather-delayedHoustonOpen last

night.The31-year-oldsealedvictorywitha bogeyfiveat the first
extraholewherethebig-hittingAroericanJBHolmesdouble-bogeyed
afterdrivingintothewater.Thewin lifts theEnglishmantoacareer-
high N06 in the world rankings.
Casey had led by a stroke

attheRedstoneClubat

r-----------------,
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on retaining their spoils in 2011. They will also use every

Fomwhat! relial, . ~ .mered, anytime from now, General available political platform including anyone the General
Muhammadu Buhari, the former military Head of State chooses to join to actualize his ambition to frustrate him. To
and standard-bearer of Nigeria's comatose and largely these interest groups it will not only be the logical thing to do

ineffective opposition since 2003 will bid a much anticipated but a matter of survival as well.
farewelltowhat remains oftheAllNigeriaPeoplesParty (ANPP) That aside, the General's departure from theANpP will also
his political platfonrt in the last two general elections. be a virtualdeath sentence for the party especially in the various
Buhari's departure from theparty will surprise fewNigerians states where its gubernatorial candidates coasted to victory

actually. It was destined to happen sooner, rather than later. inrecent elections. That is because while not underestimating
The signs were always there, and, in the end, it must also be the individual qualities of the governors, the General's exit will
recognized that the ANPP as presently constituted, has left diminish rather than enhance their chances especially in
him with few options over the matter. Far from the picture of politically sophisticated states like Kano where the people are
the credible main opposition party it portrayed after its renowned for making their votes count. Such desperation, I
impressivepenormanceatthepollsinrecenttimes,theANPP suspect, explained the recent peace overtures' made to the
had become the booth of practical and Buhari recently by some of the leading
not so practical jokes of late. figures in the party such as Ahmed Sani
In lime, the party also became a Yarima

veritablcdwelling plac f rmotl ycrowd To that extent, the absence ofBuhari
of greedy opportunists rcncgad and will compel many elected politicians in
unprincipled journeymen who have little the ANPP to hurriedly re-evaluate their
or nothing in common with the Daura- options in the next several months. In
born General whose transformation from states such as Kano, Yobe, Zamfara,
the iron-fisted despot of the 1980s to the Bauchi, to name just a few, it is obvious
calm and accommodating politician of that Buhari's exit will erode theANPP's
today must have impressed not a few popularity base and ultimately affect the
Nigerians. chances of their candidates since the
For the ANPP,what Buhari brought to incumbents are about to serve out their

the table all these years was the terms.
tremendous goodwill and groundswell of It may not exactly be panic stations
support he continues to enjoy among the yet, but my prediction is that given the
teeming masses of ordinary Nigerians survival instincts of the average Nigerian
particularly in the north. What they think politician, many' will choose the safety-
of his squeaky clean image, and he of first option. I will not be totally surprised
them, were always his strongest points. Gen. Muhammadu Buhari (rtd) ifBuhari's absence precipitates amassive
His popularity was obvious in the ANPP's strong showing exodus from the ANPP to the relative safety· guaranteed' by

in 2003 and 2007 when most of-the politicians cowed by the the preponderance of the PDP's control of the various
rampaging menace of the EFCC under Ribadu began to put instruments of state coercion.
their individual political survival over and above the collective Unless the opposition rapidly organize to banish the
interests of-theparty.An;ong the first to crack is the incumbent thought, more and more elected A...WPcandidate will simply
Minister of theFCf AdainuAleiro. Others who chose to remain waltz across the carpet to ;;uarantce their rul by proxy rather
in the ANPP worked 'assiduously against its interests for their than face the humiliari n of'l 0 out mpletely, especially if
own safety all the same. The rest, as they say, is now history. Buhari resurfac m vtable party capable of standing
The lesson we Can easily deduce from the failure of the up to the PDP lik 'PP did in 1999 across the north.

ANPP to build on its gains in elections since 1999 and the There i n -ubt that Buhari's consistency and'l>~_~~,....

!lfender Rio Ferdinand will miss Manchester United's subsequent crisis in the ranks of the opposition in recent times the perpetual Image of the opposition in last ten years gives
hampionsLeague quarter-final first leg againstPorto is simple andpainful as well. Elections conducted on these him ralpedestal unrivalledby anyNigerian politician since

tonight after failing to recover from a groin injury, shores have hardly been decided by proletarian sentiments. th return of democracy to these shores in 1999. But if truth
managerAlexFergusonsaid. Those who made life hellish for Buhari in the AA1>P.and m be told, that is hardly enough to clinch the presidency
The problem forced the England centre back to sit out also worked against him at every turn, are equally co f r reasons I have already advanced. Even if he joins the so-

Sunday'sdramatic3-2homewinoverAstonVillainthePremier of the fact that the General's popularity at the called mega party being currently muted in several quarters, it
League,amatchwhereUnited'sdefensiveunit lookedunusually always count for nothing for as long as it does not result m will still be a herculean task for him to actualize his goals.
vulnerable. electoral victory at the centrewhich looks increasingly unlikely Yet, in 20 11, his adversaries can only underrate Buhari at.
With Ferguson wary of the threat posed by Porto and their with the passage of time. their collective peril. Finding the right platform to upstage the

powerful Brazilian striker Hulk, he admitted there needed to Therefore, as the General bids farewell to the party ahead of PDP may be virtually impossible for now in truth, but the
be a big defensive improvement if his side are to take a the next elections, the question to be asked is how his absence General can certainly count on his popularity in determiningcommandingadvantageintothereturn leg inPortugal. will affect the fortunes ofthe party in 20II. Inthe murky shark the occupants of the Government Houses in some states north'''We knew it was a difficult situation(against
Villa)but we chose the right options in terms of the infested world oftoday's politics which has become a naked of the Niger.
fact playerswere comingback from dance for survival among the various actors, our politicians And who knows, perhaps a nationwide mega-party with
duty," Ferguson "(old a news dream theirdangerous dreams and alsoplot their lethal schemes broad appealmay still emerge with the General as its arrowhead
conference. against known and unknown adversaries. What they hardly but I doubt it very much. If we blame the PDP government for
"Most of the players will be okay do however, is to also think aloud! emasculating the political system it is equally clear that many

and we can bring some fresh faces Inanation literallybristlingwith allmanner offelons and serial individuals in the opposition theses days also lack discipline
in but Rio, no. I \.I ,,1't think so. kleptomaniacs in high and low places, even pick-pockets know and conviction to enrich our democracy.
"Formost01w Ii '1.. againstVilla they cannot expect any form of amnesty in the eventuality of a It is a major problem Buhari must contend with yet again

we lookedfragile,I Icnsrvcly.There' Buhari presidency.From his pronouncements down the years, it in 20 II. As he dares the PDP, he must also continuously
was that liu". : 'J ,. backbut we is a burden theGeneralmust carry once again, come 2011. look over his shoulder to see ifthere are other Etiebet's and
canclrmgethings, I ol intheend To that extent, Buhari will, once again, be come face to face Yarima's bearing down on him. He must alwa is be wary of

L I Gi;", lis U1C' ~I~':'_ __ with heavily entrenched interestgroups and individuals intent exactly where his field commanders are on the battlefield.
rPnlllooand~ilili~e(ir HuslNlgenaLhiited. COrPOtl!iiOitice:No.:io,p.6\v:~enncresceut,oo&iiomonLifWaY(BehilldChidaHOielj:uiilko.i5iSiDct,·jEven ifhe finds another political platform .e may need to
Abuia O';I-tJ72{' 164.CorporateOfficeAnnex:No.37.AE.EkukinamStreet,Opp.ABCTransportPlc,Utako,Abuja.LagosOfli~:No:10,AcmeRoad,I dream more and avoid the pitfalls ( f thin! "Llg aloud all the
( IfH( ,gbl IkcjaTel;014925145,01·7616720.KadunaOflice:No.6,SuIlubawaClooe,OJfKaturuRoad,UnguwarSarki,GRAKadunaTel:j time. I-icmust never underestimate the c .rvival instinct of

96,e-mail:dail~t@yahoo.co.uk.All correspondence toP.O.Box6873,Wuse,Abuja.Editor: MahmudJega ' his adversaries.~~~---------------------------
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