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bunching of our maiden edition last Monday by Col- 

Abdullahi Sarki Mukhtar, the military governor of Kadu 
state, could not have been more successful. The cream of 
Kaduna society was in attendance at the historic Lugard Hall, 
lite speeches by Colonel Mukhtar and Alhaji Aliko, excerpts 
of which we carry elsewhere in this edition, had the hallmarks 
of sound intellect and excellent delivery.

If the launching had any flaws,'it was the magazine itself 
which, as The Reporter said in reporting the launching, con­
tained irritating and avoidable misspellings and grammar.

doing all we can to eliminate these; ‘
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Congratulations

Sir,

Aliyu Salman (SAN), 
Sana Chambers, Ilorin.

Professor Tekena Tamuno 
Nigerian Defence Academy, 
Kaduna

tested 
response

I wish you keep it ”r 
worth when I was priv 
with you at the Board of 
leum.
Yours sincerely,

ism is clear. The news analyses are 
presented lucidly; they are quite en­
lightening and with a delectibly hu- 

J is also

^winces, the board's 
“nuinely believes in 
sincerely do, would

as a r 
pointment. 
Moreover, for the 1984-891 

proprietor duly exercised t 
appoirit or review the appointment of

approved by the same board, were 
then already in place.
In conclusion, it is also useful for the 

public to know that the board of direc­
tors, -of which I was once chairman, 
ceased to function in late July 1989. Its 
members, when duly informed, in­
stantly obeyed the proprietor's direc­
tive to dissolve the board then. Hence, 
the same board could not be held liable 
for all the complaints and allegations 
made in your article as these events 
occurred in a different era.

Sir,
I shall like to be identified among 

your numerous well wishers and I re­
joice with you and your staff on the 
first publication of your Citizen maga­
zine which I have gone through and it

Congratulations for an excellent be- 
□ — ----- -j— • oiiiuciviy uu, wouia ginning. What I have read in the prev-
1989. But, the extent of the earnestly attempt to honour the timt- eiw edition, promises the birth of
t support so given did not tested principle of collective remarkable and positive departure

'*'nrt’-T*s of due responsibility. He would, therefore, from conventional"trash journalism"
of law, and basic considera- endeavour to carry out board ded- in Nigeria. The touch of professional-

uon» vi —--------- / . : . sions arrived at after careful delibera- --------------- »—
larly, where appropriate disciplinary tion, despite his own personal consid- 
action would require suspension, re- orations on any controversial issue, 
tirement ' ’ “ .........
In everyl

proof's interest has been , 

jS&SSSSSt

chose every managing director, its chief 
executive. The board of directors, not 
consulted in these matters, merely 
regularized every such appointment 
made as revealed to the public by other 
official representatives of the same 
proprietor.
It would, therefore, be reasonable to 

expect that, before such selections 
were made, the proprietor would have 
scrupulously examined the profes­
sional credentials, relevant work-ex­
perience, and character of every man­
aging director so elevated to a post of 
considerable public interest. The 
board of directors, not invited by the 
proprietor to offer advice in such ap­
pointments, would, therefore, be un­
able to ascertain whether or not the 
appointees were, formally or infor­
mally, helped by the relevant authori­
ties to know, before acceptance, the 
precise natureof their mission at NNN 
Ltd. Neither would the board of direc­
tors he able to discover whether or not 

understandings or tadt 
* between the proprietor 
..ef executive at NNN Ltd

Sir,
I wish to enlighten your many 

read ere briefly on some aspects of your 
instructive piece on 'changeof baton at 
NNN.'(August 20,1990)
The aspects I shall comment on here 

concern the editorial policy guidelines 
at NNN Ltd as authorized by the 
board as well as the roleof a proprietor 
of a newspaper in Nigeria. In doing so, 
I shall also seek to darify the role of the 
board as guided by the time-honoured 
logic of collective responsibility.

The board of directors, during the 
period of my stewardship, 1984-89, 
regularly ensured that all NNN staff 
strictly obeyed the approved editorial 
policy guidelines. These sought to 
preserve ascentaincd vital national 
interests (including those of the read­
ing public throughout the federal re­
public). _______________
In doing so, the board also considered there were understandings or tadt joice with

the often repeated media objections to undertakings between the proprietor first Publ
any overt or covert interference by non- and a new chief executive at NNN Ltd zinewhic
journalists in professional matters as as a necessary condition of such ap- is indeed very interesting,
well as the requirements of sound pointment. I wish you keep it up. I know your
management policy. The board, there- Moreover, for the 1984-89 period, the worth when I was privileged to work 
fore, delegated to every managing di- proprietor duly exercised the right to with you at lbc Board of African Petro­
rector, as chief executive of NNN Ltd appoint or review apuuininwnr of 
the clear and necessary responsibility members of the board of directors 
of implementing not onlythe Wto-but NNN Ltd. In the process. the proprie^ 
also the spirit of the agreed editonal tor reflected cultural, political, intel­
policyguidelines. lectual, and other desired interests and
Furthermore, marry known case of voices it wanted represented and 

in-house disagreement or misunder- heard on the board, 
standing over this key issue, the board in these circumstanc 
of directors supported to the hilt every chairman, if he genuir
managing director between June 1984 team-spirit, as I sinc* 
and jSy 1989. But, the extent of the earnestly attempt to ho^Iie^ 

consistent support so given did not tested principle of collective
breach recognised concepts of due responsibility. He would, therefore
process of law, and basic consid^. --------------
tions of faimess and justice, particu- 
i,,iv where appropriate disciplir~

would require suspension, re- erations on any controversial issue. lightening and with a delcctil
it or dismissal. However, till July 1989, board dclib- morous touch. The reporting
iy known case in the history of erations did not include any financial balanced and principled.
/spaper industry in Nigeria, the impropriety by any NNN executive Thcrc mistakes, gramatical errors 
tor's interest has been para- because there was no such allegation etc, but these are few and only margin- 

befbreit. Besides, the company's strict allY affected the total picture pre- 
financial instructions, as reviewed and sented by the maiden edition of your

[Letters to Citizen, carrying signaturtes and addresses, should be brief and to the point. ThevshoTnHl 
fbe typed double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G. 11 Unguwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna
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LEADERS —■
Four years of SAP
It all began four years ago. Yet the 

Structural Adjustment Programme, 
SAP, looked like it had been around 
for all of our lifetime. It has intruded 
into every aspect of our lives, 
changed our habits for good and 
bad, deprived us of luxuries or ne­
cessities, and sent several to the 
market —of unemployment or for­
eign exchange. It seems to have no 
end to what it can do or undo, or 
how long it is here to stay. Perhaps 
there ought to be no end to either.

The Structural Adjustment Pro­
gramme, SAP, is indeed the last in a 
long line of remedies that Nigeria is 
to try in order to manage its econ­
omy well and ensure growth. We 
must assume therefore that SAP is 
nothing more than past national 
development plans with the benefit of hindsight But since to reverse the trend of misfortune befallii 
the programme is not a period budget its prescriptions of rural Nigeria. The World Bank came i, 
approximate the fiscal, monetary and even legal measure? / ~ ’ rv~"*1 * ” *'
of those plans only. This time after the damage has been The” ( 
done. Over the years the damage to the economy accumu- r" 
lated, and when it proved too much to bear, it visited the 
children with economic sins of past generations.

Like most ncocotonial economies, the Nigerian economy 
was tuned to a frequency somewhere in Europe. The at­
tempt, if there was any, to attune it to the needs of its roots 
after independencedidn't go far enough. It simply kept pro­
ducing enough to cat and keep the industries of Europe 
going. Later, oil assumed great importance in Nigeria's 
trade outsidebut nothing elsecha 
the innule

Devei o
price of that commodity very high over a short period. 
Nigeria suddenly became one of the top earners of foreign 

exclpnge for reasons other than good and efficient eco­
nomic management. The earning capacity kept rising and 
absorptive capacity couldn't keep pace. The reserves built 
up, and a feeling swept the country that it was rich and oil w ... ,.r
could solve all its problems. The nation thereafter got ready stay long enough to count them. Babangid a came along ’ 
to depend exdusivelyon it. That's where the tragedy began, the structural adjustment programme — a more com

Nigerian leaders during the days of the oil boom were v :’“v"‘ ' ' '
reported to have boasted that their problem was not how to 
make, but how to spend, money. It became clear that no one 
could save the country from its delusion. The leadership 
then began a spree of mindless spending that tended to 
portray investment and the holding of reserves as mortal 
sins.

Even before the oil boom, the country lacked a well- 
thought-out policy for industrialisation. During the boom, 
the hell with it, who needed a policy. Spending and the 
implementation of development plans which were nothing 
more than fixing the things bought during the spending
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predecessor Obasanjo's Operation
Rnvrv-

spree, both became matters of trial 
and error. A singular lack of conti­
nuity or a mechanism for coordi­
nating between measures planned 
or adopted at different periods 
hampered the attainment of any 
goals.

Meanwhile it seemed to matter 
little to the nation what happened 
to agriculture. Whatever might 
have theoretically happened to it, 
agricultural production in reality 
fell. A nation that once fed itself 
and sustained industries in other 
lands with its rudimentary subsis­
tence agriculture suddenly be­
came unable to feed itself in spite 
of the possession of machinery. 
What looked like strenuous effort 
by succeeding governments failed 

.•.fafertur.e befalling the inhabitants 
-------3 in and established 

Agricultural Development Projects with the government. 
They failed like their predecessor Obasanjo's Operation 
Feed the Nation and their successor, Shagari's Green Revo­
lution.
Manufacturing didn't so much as offer help. Unlike agri­

culture it grew but compared to what it consumed it was 
really a drain on the economy. It consumed more than */s of 
the nation's wealth but contributes only ’/„ of its output.

Along the way what looked like remedies had been tried 
but with little result. Initially the nation suspected foreign- 

w..._ ers—it therefore indigenised a major part of the economy.
v langed. Oil simply replaced That didn't help. When Obasanjo, the architect of indigeni- 

agricultural inputs Nigeria used to export to them, sation was leaving the scene, he found it necessary to take a
relopments in the oil market during the 1970s raised the foreign loan. From his time to date, the nation is on its way 
» of that commodity very high over a short period. to joining the big debtors. It owes $32.8 billion. When

c,u---------------r.L..--------------ef—•_ Shagari came, the pressure finally forced him to slap a
regime of austerity measures on the economy. He didn't 
stay long enough to see the result. Buhari continued with 
austerity and threw in a few other measures—countertrade 
for instance—and results began to show, but neither did he

j with 
. „ — -  more compre­

hensive but more painful remedy.
Four years after, the achievements of SAP fall short of its 

own claim. No doubt it has been a bold experiment from 
which many governments have shied away. But it is clear 
that theccrtainty of its proponents as to its efficacy in curine 
the wide range of ailments afflicting the Nigerian economy 
is not borne out by the results it has achieved in four yearn.

In implementing SAP and the accompanying political 
programme, the government has found it necessary to 
create new bodies that will by themselves have been quite 
necessary. The directorates of employment — forget the 
contradiction this represents to retrenchment — that of

tlfangc for reasons other than good and efficient
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to cusl 
discontented

„ o ’̂j .
Properly u^Otjo ra' infrastructure, social 
on vvk ‘ *f thnC°Uncil and a host of n
SAP has c. ^^eir rcrcationwasadhocthef<J .

•“re—&s^a.r'ypj?pcra,i°n must be likewise- ofri" 
*°° ~ and?Uhyfc'red SUCCTSS<='" ,hea'Xu''‘J as. The

more tha?*" don?"’ achieved. Ya rwlisti^V rr>a' 
anX^^^^

suggest °^cia] '°n ^at we are undcr-bo^ ^cC1115

"’.' ,s hue S:We must know when enough'^th our

8,vc the contraJ ^‘gn change market, it w»H |c wc 
favour a quick * asecond look — and rescind >»• \^\\cvc a 
rca istic valUo ayhack for our foreign debts, jmp°r' 
tant. °f our Naira is equally as, if not m®^'

7110 govemrnp iscd thc
need for a hum?* ^roed to have finally rccogn . jmjt- 
tedly, there wa n ^Cc to ‘he adjustment process-• <_ j0]_ 
drums in which P®’01085 way out of the econo thc

quickV ;n t°° . Ob3' / A 
r'a <UI ciaoorate ana comprew*—-- tishcrC°.

P a political engineering, few such programmes if any, 
have existed anywhere else sanjo^h°

ven then since its inception three years ago the pro- --./for crJ^ 
gramme has been characterised by so ma ny changes in the umbr-
rules, that many have wondered if indeed it had been ,o° 
thoroughly thought out. Many more have also wondered if 
it had to be as long-drawn as it was. Thc loudest voice in this 
respect was that of former hcad-of-state General Oluscgun 
Obasanjo, who read in the programme a thinly veiled criti­
cism of his government's rather short transition to the 
disastrous Second Republic. In unveiling his transition
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Democracy: making it
pran^,V°n!TO''<;rSy has surrounded SAP as an anginal 
tion omen- ' t^ere’s hardly any argument that our transi 
militfrv?amm<: ,o dcmoCTalic rule is homespun. As one 
nu.'v«7°W™r put ‘‘ no* VCIY long a8°-lhc programmc 
^U.>T/r°U,,0tePr“idonta1bangida-5rontributiont0 
temnt ought. As an elaborate and comprehensive at- 
temotat nni;»;_ i_. r

Untiltheiransitiong®”™^, of p^b“ T

-deal'
JtraiP

-,u‘s
«»"07^n8V^e.un^
■Oortn.. oiatra value seemed to have , 0p‘,n'

bclicw*

4 rd*
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“cal dislo<atjo„SAP on 'he standard of living h«8 OT. tO
P’oynw,™X*Bjanngwere.hey-inflatroro‘
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the agricultural inputs Nigeria used to export to them.

price of that commodity very high over a short period.
Nigeria suddenly became one of thetop earners of foreign 

exchange for reasons other than good and efficient eco- 
nomic management. The earning capacity kept rising and 
absorptive rapacity couldn't keep pace. The reserves built 
up, and a feeling swept the country that it was rich and oil 
could solve all its problems. The nation thereafter got ready 
(o depend exclusively on it. That'swhere the tragedybegan.

Nigerian leaders during the days of the oil boom were 
reported to have boasted that their problem was not howto 
make, but how to spend, money. It became clear that no one 
could save the country from its delusion. The leadership 
then began a spree of mindless spending that tended to 
portray investment and the holding of reserves as mortal

5 gven before the oil boom, the country lacked a well- 
thought-out policy for industrialisation. During the boom, 
me hell with it, who needed a policy. Spending and the 
implementation of development plans which were nothing

than fixing the things bought during the spending
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LEADERS ■ 
Four years of SAP
It all began four years ago. Yet the 

Structural Adjustment Programme, 
SAP, looked like it had been around 
for all of our lifetime. It has intruded 
into every aspect of our lives, 
changed our habits for good and 
bad, deprived us of luxuries or ne­
cessities, and sent several to the 
market — of unemployment or for­
eign exchange. It seems to have no 
end to what it can do or undo, or 
how long it is here to stay. Perhaps 
there ought to be no end to either.

The Structural Adjustment Pro­
gramme, SAP, is indeed the last in a 
long line of remedies that Nigeria is 
to try in order to manage its econ­
omy well and ensure growth. We 
must assume therefore that SAP is 
nothing more than past national 
development plans with the benefit of hindsight But since

done. Over the years the damage to the economy accumu­
lated, and when it proved too much to bear, it visited the 
children with economic sins of past generations.

Like most ncocolonial economies, the Nigerian economy 
was tuned to a frequency somewhere in Europe. The at­
tempt, if there was any, to attune it to the needs of its roots 
after independence  didn't go far enough. It simply kept pro­
ducing enough to eat and keep the industries of Europe 
going. Later, oil assumed great importance in Nigeria's 
trade outside but nothing else changed. Oil simply replaced That didn't help. When Obasanjo, f 
Ulv ’ to export to them, sation was leaving the scene, he fot
Developments in the oil market during the 1970s raised the foreign loan. From his time to date, the nation is on its way

 .ni^frinmmnditvvprvhiohnurtr, —:_j to joining the big debtors. It owes $32.8 billion. When 
a Shagari came, the pressure finally forced him to slap a 

regime of austerity measures on the economy. He didn't 
stay long enough to see the result. Buhari continued with 
austerity and threw in a few other measures—countertrade 
for instance—and results began to show, but neither did he 
stay long enough to count them. Babangida came along with 
the structural adjustment programme — a more compre­
hensive but more painful remedy.
Four years after, the achievements of SAP fall short of its 

own claim. No doubt it has been a bold experiment from 
which many governments have shied away. But it is clear 
that the certainty of its proponents as to its efficacy in curing 
the wide range of ailments afflicting the Nigerian economy 
is not borne out by the results it has achieved in four years.

In implementing SAP and the accompanying political 
programme, the government has found it necessary to 
create new bodies that will by themselves have been quite 
necessary. The directorates of employment — forget the 
contradiction this represents to retrenchment that of

spree, both became matters of trial 
and error. A singular lack of conti­
nuity or a mechanism for coordi­
nating between measures planned 
or adopted at different periods 
hampered the attainment of any 
goals.

Meanwhile jt seemed to matter 
little to the nation what happened 
to agriculture. Whatever might 
have theoretically happened to it, 
agricultural production in reality 
fell. A nation that once fed itself 
and sustained industries in other 
lands with its rudimentary subsis­
tence agriculture suddenly be­
came unable to feed itself in spite 
of the possession of machinery. 
What looked like strenuous effort 
by succeeding governments failed 

to reverse the trend of misfortune befalling the inhabitants 
the programme is not a period budget its prescriptions of rural Nigeria. The World Bank came in and established 
approximate the fiscal, monetary and even legal measures Agricultural Development Projects with the government, 
of those plans only. This time after the damage has been They failed like their predecessor Obasanjo's Operation 
done. Over the years the damage to the economy accumu- Feed the Nation and their successor, Shagari's Green Revo­

lution.
Manufacturing didn't so much as offer help. Unlike agri­

culture it grew but compared to what it consumed it was 
really a drain on the economy. It consumed more than 4/s of 
the nation's wealth but contributes only ‘/j, of its output.

Along the way what looked like remedies had been tried 
but with little result. Initially the nation suspected foreign­
ers — it therefore indigenised a major part of the economy. 
— <.rv ----- the architect of indigeni-

uwu .^....ig the scene, he found it necessary to take a

joining the big debtors. It owes $32.8 billion. When
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food, roads and rural infrastructure, social mobilisation, 
exports promotion council and a host of others need to be aches 

——ly

Democracy: making it stick
Whereas controversy has surrounded SAP as an original 

prescription, there is hardly any argument that our transi­
tion programme to democratic rule is homespun. As one 
military governor put it not very long ago, the programme 
may yet turn out to be President Babangida's contribution to 
political thought. As an elaborate and comprehensive at­
tempt at political engineering, few such programmes if any, 
have existed anywhere else.

Even then since its inception three years ago the pro­
gramme has been characterised by so many changes in the 
rules, that many have wondered if indeed it had been 
thoroughly thought out. Many more have also wondered if 
it had to be as long-drawn as it was. The loudest voice in this 
respect was that of former hcad-of-state General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, who read in the programme a thinly veiled criti­
cism of his government's rather short transition to the 
disastrous Second Republic. In unveiling his transition

Fortunately, the SAP relief measures came, to rel’ 
snd In rndress wounds. But thev ramn ij.

properly used. Iftheircreation wasad hoc there is no reason conceived and poorly implemented. *Ues'
on earth why their operation must be likewise. .
SAP has clearly registered successes in the areas of agricul­

ture —especially food production, thanks to abundant rain 
too — and the local sourcing of manufacturing inputs. The 
determination of Naira value seemed to have taken much 
time and energy, and it is unfortunate that the optimum 
value has still not been achieved. Yet realistically sp 
one American dollar, we think, should exchange for i____ o
more than three Naira fifty kobo (1 US S = N35).
SAP will seem to have failed in arresting unemployment 

and inflation. In the area of foreign debt too, we like to think 
that the wrong opinion that we are under-borrowed is the 
guide to official conduct. Though new opinion seems to 
suggest that the decline in the value of the dollar m; 
explain the increase in our indebtedness, the reality is C— 
many more loans have been contracted during the struc­
tural adjustment. We must know when enough is enough.

If it is true that we have contractually agreed with our 
creditors not to make all the funds in the Stabilisation Fund 
available at our foreign exchange market, it will be wise to 
give the contract a second look — and rescind it. While we 
favour a quick payback for our foreign debts, we believe a 
realistic value of our Naira is equally as, if not more, impor­
tant.

The government seemed to have finally recognised the 
need for a human face to the adjustment process. Admit­
tedly, there was no painless way out of the economic dol­
drums in which our past profligacy has landed us. But the 
severe effects of SAP on the standard of living heightened 
social dislocations. So glaring were they — inflation, unem­
ployment, and stark naked poverty—that government had 
to cushion their effects or face the wrath of a restive and 
discontented population.

and to redress wounds. But they came in trickles/ 
rnnrmvnd and poorly implementpri. '

Take the Directorate of Food, Roadsand Rural Infm 
ture (DFRRI) for instance. Since its take-off, the fTastrUc- 
DFRRl's operation has been shrouded in contro^6 °f 
Considered as a drain pipe by many, DFRRI is notori 
making exaggerated claims about the kilometres of 0US for 

_r_____ has constructed, poor quality of feeder roads and**113’*
speaking bogus claims for land clearing.That is not however to
rnothing is an irrelevant agency. No organisation set up to sne  ̂U 

development of the rural areas can be overlooked Fl UP 
way of achieving this with minimum overhead cost U* °ne 
have been to provide increased funding for States']?111'1 
Development Agencies, which existed long before Dpp^ 

___ saw the light of day. However they were rendered in 
may tive by red-tapism in disbursement of funds for 
that targets set at inception. b,tlOu’

Take the National Directorate of Employment NDE 
another. Established in 1986 to create jobs for the u 
ployed through skill acquisition and loan disbursement^' 
programmes have made little impact in combating Ka]fltS 
ing unemployment and even less in stemming the 
urban migration. Another response to relieve cash stra d^1 
poor people eking out a living in the rural and urban 
came in 1989 with the establishment of the People's Bank 
Nigeria (PBN). A well received programme, the PBN °f 
pears to be afflicted with the underfunding plague th^ 
threatened the efficacy of other welfarist programmes Th1 
poor people for whom it was solely conceived hailed it fo 
its distinctive hallmark — a departure from the usual ban/ 
ing system — charging only 5 per cent as administrative 
cost. Less than a year, and even before the accolade died 
down, the charge was increased to 15 per cent. All these 
point to hasty conception, for had greater attention gone 
into the project such details would have been settled before 
takeoff.

programme, President 
Babangida had said his 
government was per­
suaded that the Second 
Republic came to grief so 
quickly because it was 
ushered in too quickly. 
Naturally General Oba­
sanjo, who is not known to 
suffer criticisms lightly, 
took umbrage. His own retort was that the Babangida's 
transition programme was merely motivated by a desire to 
remain in power, if not forever, certainly for an unduly long 
time.
Until the transition got truly on the way with last month's 

elections to party offices, the balance of public opinion 
tended to agree with Obasanjo. The evidence in his favour
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they will be held accountable for that trust. Old or new, to

I

Nigerians were well and truly gratified.

Citizen August 27,1990

get away with it, they will do so.
t 

woken up to this simple fact even though some equivoca­
tion still remains. Now we hear an anti-corruption decree is 
on the way. Not only that some military governors whose 
conduct in office have been far from defensible have not

missions. Skeptics may say these losses are nothing com­
pared to the officers' alleged misdemeanours. Cynics may 
even dismiss the punishments as mere scapegoatism. The 
fact, however, is that they at least indicate an awareness of 
the magnitude of the problem of corruption in the polity and 

nzwwl iC SK a «aaa i.mII 1a J/**! ...11V

For the rest of the transition period, this must be the focus

Bureau and theTribunal should be given the teeth they need 
to become effective as checks to abuse of public trust. More 
practically serving government officials not only should 
declare their assets and liabilities but they should do so

It is only when politicians and the general public alike

, _ 1_-----, «iiu uaumnes, of
President Babangida have become apparent, many of them 
as a direct result of his extremely challenging socio-eco- 
nomicpolkyenoodedinSAP.Babangidahaseasilybccome , W1U
themostpowerfulleaderNigeriahaseverhad.Hisassump- norsinfiveyears.andthencwKatsinai

1
1

ThengovemmentliftedthebanonpoliticsonMay 3,1988 focussed °n aces trust most be left in no doubt that
and asked politicians to form parties. They did so by the dplertutpeoplempubltc bust must be~,

elections.Thenitchanged its mind and shifted the mandate 
to the AFRC, the nation's supreme law-making body.
Finally,inwhathadlookedlikethecondusiveevidenceof , uaell91uic

President Babangida's intention to stay put, the president, wnuucr m ™"e als0 losl their com­
in what was perhaps his longest and the most thorough- only lost their public u
goingspcechtodate,announcodthebanofalllhesixpartics c
that Professor Humphrey Nwosu's National Electoral
Commission  had short-listed. In their place two parties, one 
the SDP, "a little to the left” and the other the NRC "a little 
to the right", were announced. Politicians, or rather what  . ■ .... '
waaleftofthemaftcrthebanon "old politicians’ werethen of the need, if not the iron-will, to ea wi .. . ,
asked to pick their choice. T ' ----------- r---- '^7 rZipnf Conduct
At first it looked like there was general indifference. With of government political programme, e

time, however, this seeming indifference gradually turned 
into widespread enthusiasm until the elections into the 
natkmaloffica of the parties tookplaceinAbujalast month, 
where it became apparent that politicians, "oldbreed" and 
'newbreod' alike, as well as their supporters, were once publicly. ...
again back in their elements. It is only when politicians and the general public ana

The most glaring aspect of the Abuja elections, by realize that public trust cannot be abused lightly t t 
government's own admission, was that "moneybags", who transition programme can usher in the type of "Ne 
mostly were the'old politicians" still dictated the pace. Not politics that can give the Third Republic the long-life » 

_  countryexpects.whetherthepolitidansare'new’or old .

On Maradona's pitch
FormanyNigeriaM.thespectreofapresidentwhosmiles, tion of the title 'president* 

laughs and jokes in public came as a welcome departure backin 1985 puzzled Nigeri-
from the grim and austere looka of both Major-Generals ans.Thelargenumberof po- 
Muhammadu Buhari and Tunde Idiagbon, both of whom litical "commentators" and
equated austerity in looks with seriousness of political pur- "analysts” in Nigeria do not 
pose. In 1985, the new President Babangida not only smiled like to be taken by surprise, 
and joked, but his regime loudly proclaimed its liberal something Babangida la 
credentials by espousing respect for human rights as its adept at doing. For instance, 
central objective. Babangida had abrogated the hated De- two extra stars on the plate 
cree No. 4 of 1984 and had released hundreds of detainees. of his car as he rode to the-------------- -
Nigerians were well and truly gratified. parade ground in Abuja for the October 1 celebrations in
After 5 years in power, already the thirdlongest reign since 1987, was what announced his double promotion to a full 

independence, more political qualities, and liabilities, of general.
President Babaneidi haw ----- GencralBabangidahassomuchpowcrinhishands.andhe

uses it abundantly. The 21 states have had an average three 
governors each these five years. Benue has had five gover-

■ ' eyears,andthenewKatsinastate.nowthreeyean
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X-tion of the University of 
Kwazulu, students, dem­
onstrated against his pres­
ence. The chancellor's 

 impis then charged the stu-
: week, the violence has spread alarm- dents and speared to death 

" ’ including

biggest culprit»the Zulu nationalist organisation, Inkatha, 
and its leader, Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi.

This reactionary Zulu chief has collaborated with apart­
heid for many decades and has been thechiefnunisterof the 
Bantustan of Kwazulu since 1961, defying international 
condemnation of the Group Areas Act, under which the 
Bantustans were set up. For those 30 years he has instituted 
tyrannical rule over Kwazulu and has tolerated not the 
faintest sign of dissent. For example, in 1984, when Chief 
Buthelezi went in his capacity as chancellor to the convoca-

Cittzon August 27,1990

to live witn tnsn, ceex alternatives in the evenings  
city, something much despised by the city residents. The 
ANC has also admitted that some "misguided elements" in ,
its ranks had aided the spread of the violence. But by far the the ANC, the release of its imprisoned leaders, and the two

• —» x i- 4k- -1.-1 —1.2—.‘._j, rounds of talks so far held between the government and the
juthu Gatoha Buthelezi. ANC, has left Buthelezi out in the cold. He has now found

common cause with white right-wingers, also interested in 
sabotaging the transition to a multi-racial society. The impis 
are now openly allied to right-wingers in the security forces.

Chief Buthelezi is a disgrace to Africa and to his heroic 
Zulu ancestors. He is engaged in an impossible mission to 
arrest history. Africa and the rest of the work! must sit up 
and contain Buthclezi's evil deeds.

Nigeria and other Third World countries.
But will measures like warnings on cigarette packets and 

advertisements that worked in the industrialised countries 
work well here? They themselves seem to present a moral 
problem. If indeed cigarette smoking is dangerous to health 
- and without doubt it is — why doesn't the government 
ban it. In Nigeria in particular the government will seem to 
be directly contributing to the death of it

the manufacturers rightly supposed, is a good insurance

X

Buthelezi betrays
All patriotic Africans must now be worried indeed by the 
drastically increased level of black-against-black violence in 
South Africa's townships. For most of this year, the violence 
was most intense in Natal Province, where it has provided 
the government an excuse to maintain the state of emer­
gency. But in the past week, the violence has spn_2 J   ,
ingly to major black cities in the Transvaal, including dozens of them. The fol- 
Thokoza, Voakwrus, Katlehong and Soweto. In those cities, lowing year, 24 lecturers of  fighting between city residents and immigrant workers, the university petitioned 
mostly Zulus, who live in worker hostels has left nearly 500 the vice chancellor not to______________
people dead, with another 1,000 injured and whole dty invite Buthelezi in order to avoid a repeat - .

U u—. 1 tv: J- • . .. incident. But Buthelezi got wind of the letter, and the tmjns
promptly entered the cam pus and speared the petitioners 
death. ,
The impis have established their fearsome reputation tor 

• v’os with poisoned arrows,
icy advance in the battle 

irgreat 19th century< 
city residents; the for- Their act however is a betrayal of Shaka, who i

warming addicts busy puffing away, certamly obbvtou. » 

---------------------------- why doesn't Ute government aUyttehtaLlf, smokers should na 

it puturin. the dgarStc manufacturing complies. Th.s, „d large hSls a small 'smoking ate.
the manufacturers rightly supposed, is a good insurance htea^t^ng^

think Uli shareholding, if it hksn't been privatised, and the decree should!have gonetdI me way MvinglhoMwho 
government's control over taxation and even legislation, merit altogether. This wi ciLrora pipe by tobacco's 
may be an advantage if the government is thinking of will be made to try amg3 fnleroftodayistheaddkt 
eradicating the habic hidden persuaders.W^'» ®d'

Perhaps the governments must begin much earlier to of tomorrow who will be in the grave y ®

of the 1984
sections destroyed. This ugly development threatens to 
disrupt the demanding of apartheid and the onset of major­
ity rule, in the country.

Admittedly, there are many factors responsible for the 
violence. The sheer desperation of people who have lived ruthlessness by charging townships 
under apartheid for so long is a major factor. Some obscrv- shields, axes and assagai, and they--------------
era have also pointed to the uneasy relationship between formation invented by their great 19th century chief, Shaka.
migrant workers in the hostels and city residents; the for- Their act however is a betrayal of Shaka, who invented his 
mer, denied by apartheid the right to bring in their families method for use against Boers encroaching on Zulu land, 
to live with than, ceek alternatives in the evenings in the Having collaborated with apartheid for so long and with 

-4k—- -..a u.. .1 •> — Such ruthlessness,  Chief Buthelezi and the Inkatha no doubt
feel threatened by events in the country. The unbanning of
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government's control over taxation and even legislation, 
may be an advantage if the government is thinking of 
eradicating the habit.

Perhaps the governments must begin much earlier to

Buthelezi betrays
All patriotic Africans must now be worried indeed by the 
drastically increased level of black-against-black violence in 
South Africa's townships. For most of this year, the violence 
was most intense in Natal Province, where it has provided 
the government an excuse to maintain the state of emer­
gency. But in the past week, the violence has spread alarm­
ingly to major black cities in the Transvaal, including 
Thokoza, Vostoorus, Kallehong and Soweto. In those cities, 
fighting between city residents and immigrant workers, 
mostly Zulus, who live in worker hostels has left nearly 500 
people dead, with another 1,000 injured and whole dty 
sections destroyed. This ugly development threatens to 
disrupt the dismantling of apartheid and the onset of major­
ity nde, in the country.

Admittedly, there are many factors responsible for the

under apartheid for so long is a major factor. Some obscrv- --------, - -
en have also pointed to the uneasy relationship between formation invented by I
migrant workers in the hostels and city residents; the for- ““ ~~* ’« a
mer, denied by apartheid the right to bring in their famflics 
to live with them, seek alternatives in the evenings in the 
city, something much despised by the dty residents. The 
ANC has also admitted that some "misguideu e»nciiv» •*— —-------- > . .
it, ranks had aided the epreod of the violera:, Bui by far the the ANC, the release of ttsimpnsor

person to au wnai _be banished from public places without giving them an 
alternative puffing area. Perhaps in any large public place 
like airport lounges ar.d balls a small "smoking area”

need to reserved-racytnat may one day dose their shop. A section of the smoking decree has proL. .
Tobac£DCErninent ln<*eot* foldings in the Nigerian instadia.Apossiblereasonfbrthisismay  be that it will have 
bacco CommPan formerly British American To- very wide publicity with strong visual images, and proba- 
Comoan (TTV^ ^temational Tobacco bly be permanently carried on video cassettes and end up
thinkP^ sha Morris (Nigeria). But we influencing youngsters. Even if that is the reason, we think

* hwn't been privatised, and the decree should have gone all the way to ban advertise- 
A.v.Krvn .„d legislation, ment altogether. This will go along way in saving those who 

will be made to try a dgarette, cigar or a pipe by tobacco's 
hidden persuaders. The experimenter of today is the addict 
of tomorrow who will be in the grave by week's end.

------------------------ ©

1^ -  1,1
invite Butftetezi in uiuQ to avoid a repeat of the 1984 
incident. But Buthelezi got wind of the letter, and the impis 
promptly entered the campus and speared the petitioners to 

death.The impis have established their fearsome reputation for 
ruthlessness by charging townships with poisoned arrows, 
shields, axes and assagai, and they advance in the battle 
—.—:_..L ' ”-y their great 19th centurychief,Shaka.
Their act however is a betrayal U" Shzk?. vvho invented his 

method for use against Boers encroaching on 
».«7, ------u Having collaborated wnn .1. 5~- ,n
ANC has also admitted that som me ary resnems. mc such ruthlessness,  Chief Buthelezi and the Inkat 
its ranks had aided the spread of e^ement5” *n tcel threatened by events in the country. The untxiuui.6
biggest culprit is the Zulu national^ lence-But by far the the ANC, the release of its imprisoned leaders, and the two
and its leader, Mangoeuthu Gatjhj rounds of talks so far held between the government and the
This reactionary Zulu chief has coil ANC, has left Buthelezi out in the cold. He has now found

heid for many decadesand has been ’P*1*" common cause with white right-wingers, also interested in
Bantustan of Kwazulu since 1961 Jrefminjcte'0^tbc sabotaging the transition to a multi-racial society. The imps 
condemnation of the Group Areas ; international are now openly allied to right-wingers in the security forces.
Bontustans were set up. Fbr (h0Be w which the Chief Buthelezi is a disgrace to Africa and to his heroic
tyrannical rule over Kwazulu and instituted Zulu ancestors. He is engaged in an impossible mission to
faintest sign of dissent. For examnln •$ not arrect history. Africa and the rest of the world must sit up 

Bu.hdez.TO,inh^.^Mc^u^.»l«a^ „td contain Buthdai'. evil d~d..

Citizen August 27/990 ' -----------------

LEADERS_________________________________Nigeria and other Third World countries. educate youngsters about the real dangers involved in
But will measures like warnings on cigarette packets and smoking. It looks a bit late to have nothing better doing than 

advertisements that worked in the industrialised countries warning addicts busy puffing away, certainly oblivious to 
work well here? They themselves seem to present a moral the writing on the packet or the wall.
problem. If indeed cigarette smoking is dangerous to health But even addicts must be given their due. While thcoreti- 
— and without doubt it is—why doesn't the government ally the government ought to have the duty of forcing a 
ban it. In Nigeria in particular the government will seem to person to do what is good for himself, smokers should not 
bedirectlycontributingtothedeathofitsdtizens—because be banished from public places without giving them an 
it part-owns the cigarette manufacturing companies. This, alternative puffing area. Perhaps in any large public place 
the manufacturers rightly supposed, is a good insurance like airport lounges and large halls a small "smoking area" 

against what may look to them like the arbitrary bureauc- may need to be reserved.racy that may one day close their shop. A section of the smoking decree has prohibited advertising

The government indeed has holdings in the Nigerian A nossible reason for this ismay

Tobacco Company, (NTQ formerly British American To-
bwco Company (BTA), and the International Tobacco

~ *'----------------------- -A R..»

tion of the University of 
Kwazulu, students dem­
onstrated against his pres­
ence. The chancellor's 
impis then charged the stu­
dents and speared to death 
dozens of them. The fol­
lowing year, 24 lecturers of 
the university petitioned 
the vice chancellor not to 
invite Buthelezi in order 
inaaenr. Dm i----- -
promptly entered the campus and spear------- ,

v------- ‘ablished their fearsome reput
ownships with poisona 
and they advance

11 of Shaka, who invented his 
against Boers encroaching on Zulu land, 
orated with apartheid for so long and with 

lessness. Chief Buthelezi and the Inkatha no doubt 
’ ~ ~>untry. The unbanning of

ivemmentand the
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At the school for democracy

upbringing,on ones

Citizen August 27,1990

d by fiat.
It seemed strange to me that a person 

of such ardent faith in multi-party 
•"stem would be chosen to teach 
democracy in the context of a two- 

that was created by fiat. 
When 1 raised the issue with the pro­
fessor, he seemed fazed at first, but he 
then quickly gathered his wits and 
came up with what seemed a credible 
answer. " ' ' - - - -

ans wanted socialism, not mixed- 
*_J ‘v )lessor shared 

that it could 
r------- ------ ---- logy on the

country, never mind the fact that it has 
imposed so many other things.
—— fc,lu„.e of Omoruyi there

was the question of whether political

honest or a crook. However, as the 
saying goes, you can hardly tcac an 

Id dog a new trick.

—„uiiu son 
ight was his unrepentant tent Nigerians 

, „u<a„..„ulti-partydemocTacy.Asa wasbyalong-' 
reportercoveringthetransitiontothe problemblow , 
Second Republic, I had interviewed accept that tropic 

| nnt a £r>uz h'moc ac a U* . -. * -

NPP member. We often argued a lot would amountto ^hology'.

•JOHAMMED HARUNA

Let me confess that when President about politics. I clearly remember that Depending ------- -■ - -
Ibrahim Babangida announced the he was vehemently and consistently amongotherthings.onecanbemade
setting up of aCcntre for Democratic opposed to the idea of limiting the f,„ the
Studies, I was one of the hundreds of number of parties in a plural society, 
the students of Nigeria's political on the grounds that to do so will old dog a new trick.
economy who must have dismissed contradict the nature of such a society, ForDr. Adesina Sambo, a director in 
his idea of a school for democracy as not to mention the fact that genuine thedirector-general'soffice,Iseemto 
atbcstdubious.Nearlyoneycarafler parties were never created by fiat.
the announcement, I am not so skep- It seemed strange to me tl 
deal any more. of such ardent fa'
Inawayitwasironicalthatastudent syst 

of politics should scoff at the idea of a den
school for democracy. It is elemen- party syste 
tary political science that there is an Whenlrai 
ideological imperative for any mean­
ingful action. By ideological here I 
mean a well-thought out mental 
compass for guiding one to a clearly 
identified and worthy goal. Anv <h,. 
dent of Nigeria's politics would 
know that its unwholesome nature to 
dale is mainly due to the apparent 
back of such a menial compass 
among most of Nigeria's political 
actors. People, it would seem, went 
into politics largely not only to serve 
self but to do so in a way that even in 
the short run it was self-destructive 
For this reason a g?zd 
politics should be the last to question 
the wisdom of a school for democ­
racy.

I should c 
own skeptic 

| thought the school was irrelevant I 

SSSisac BSE

logical imperative for any i 
ul action. By ideological !

well-thought out mental
„ m------ auanci. uuiuiarsmp , ne sai

ied and worthy goal. Any stu- timidates me." The Politburo, he ar- 
□f Niireri.'. ~nu_ J,*, UJ<J NigcrianJ wanlod a

two-party system, after extensive tour 
of the country searching I  
pineal basis for the politics of theThird 
Republic. "Since I cannot show evi­
dence to the contrary", he said, "I have 
to bow before the new evidence before 
me."

Which sounded plausible, except 
—it also seemed rather selective

wrong. The fact now, however, i
ailUI llic nuufa --
party officials, few people, least of all 
me, any longer doubt the sincerity of. >-------------- --------- ---------- I------------------ uic,aiiy imigvra ---------------------------- -

incompetence rather than corruption the military's commitment to return 
was the bane of Nigeria's politics. The • -'vv' *•*'’
fact that some of the biggest crooks 
around are some of the most compe- 

’ 5 suggest that the latter 
was by a long stretch Nigeria's greatest 
~“v’ *’>w, it is hardly sensible to

• . ——-r- f-wMiC are cither bom
Omoruyi not a few times as a leading honest or they are bom crooks. That

thedirector-generars omro, . — u - 
have got it all wrong. It was wrong to 
regard accountability as separate 
from competence. "We see accounta­
bility as being inherent in compe­
tence. You simply cannot be compe­
tent without being accountable , 
Sambo argued. It wasobvious talking 
to Sambo that he honestly believed 
that it was possible to teach compe­
tence in the broad sense t at su 

"Scholarship", he said "in- summed accountability.
• — " The Pe’dthro, he ar- Apart from the choice of the school 

J w ' ’ » for democracy's principal and the
ro-party system, after extensive tour problem of whether you can teacn an
the country searching for the em- old dog a new trick, my biggest 

  ‘ source of skepticism was the motive
of the government in insisting that 
politicians must be certified compe­
tent first by the school before they can 
practice. As far as I know this was a 

_ „1IIM1 ovuiiueu piauMuic, cAitpA novelty the world over. And it
£student of that it also seemed rather selective novelty of dubious value. It seemed 

since the same Politburo said Nigeri- then to me that it was one more ob- 
ans wanted socialism, not mixed- stacle of the many presumably calcu-

exnlain hownv^ . «onomy, and the professor shared lated to intimidate the civilian politi- 
th,t my &0VCT™ent's argument that it could cai ciaSS.

he school J ^P050 a ncw, ideo2°gy °n ?e PerhaPs 1 was ri»ht' 1 Xt
, skeptical for other 1 “ * Untry'ncvCT m,nd the fa€t that “ has wron8- The fact now, however, is tha

_ . imposed so many other things. after the Abuja elections of national
party officials, few people, least of all 
me, any longer doubt the sincerity of 

m;i;k>n/e «->mmitment to return 
to1992. And so 
whether or not Omoruyi was the 
right choice to teach the new politi­
cians democracy, and whether or not 
democracy, in the sense of public ac­
countability, can be taught to adults 
anyway, I am not so skeptical about 
the wisdom of a school for democracy 
any more.

fessor Omo Omoruyi, a not-so-suc- 
I cessful politician in the Second Re- 
I public, seemed rather strange, 
j Strange less on account of his record 
as a politician, than on account of 
what I thou£v'--- *■*-------. 
belief in multi-party democracy. As a
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the announcement, 1 am not so skep­
tical any more.
In a way it was ironical that a student 

of politics should scoff at the idea of a 
school for democracy. It is elemen­
tary political science that there is an 
ideological imperative for any mean­
ingful action. By ideological here I 
mean a well-thought out mental 
compass for guiding one to a clearly 
identified and worthy goal. Any stu­
dent of Nigeria's politics would 
know that its rm wholesome nature to 
date is mainly due to the apparent 
back of such a mental compass 
among most of Nigeria's political

Let me confess that when President about politics. I clearly remember that 
Ibrahim Babangida announced the he was vehemently and consistently 
setting up of a Centre for Democratic opposed to the idea of limiting the 
Studies, I was one of the hundreds of number of parties in a plural society, 
the students of Nigeria's political on the grounds that to do so will 
economy who must have dismissed contradict the nature of such a society, 
his idea of a school for democracy as not to mention the fact that genuine 
at best dubious. Nearly one year after parties were never created by fiat.

' It seemed strange to me that a person 
of such ardent faith in multi-party 
system would be chosen to teach 
democracy in the context of a two- 
party system that was created by fiat. 
When 1 raised the issue with the pro­
fessor, he seemed fazed at first, but he 
then quickly gathered his wits and 
came up with what seemed a credible 
answer. "Scholarship", he said "in- 

joal. Any stu- timidates me." The Politburo, he ar­
gued, had said Nigerians wanted a 
of 1 r 

pineal basis for the poli  
RcPublic- "S““» I cauK* show evi- ......... ..........

actors. People, it would seem, went dence to the contrary”, he said, "1 have politicians must be certified compe-
into politics largely not only to serve tobowbeforethencwevidencebefore - ■ •
self but to do so in a way that even in me."
the short run it was self-destructive. Which sounded plausible, except 
For this reason a good student of that it also seemed rather selective 
politics should be the last to question -----” •- 
the wisdom of a school for democ­
racy.
I should explain, however, that my w 

ovvn skepticism was not because I not impose a new ideology on the 
thought the school was irrelevant. I country, never mind the fact that it has
was skeptical for other reasons. First, imposed so many other things, 
the choice of its director-general Pro- Besides the choice of Omoruyi there 

Omo Omoruyi, a not-so-suc- was the question of whether political 
2X politician in t- --------------- •• -

public, seemed rather strange. 
Lmee less on account of hrs record 
aTT^lfiician, than on account of 

what I thought w - 
in multi-P 

reporter covering!
toOndR±^««aleading 
'^XX ^ofien argued dot

Depending on ones upbringing, 
among other things, one can be made 
honest or a crook. However, as the 
saying goes, you can hardly teach an 

°Fo rDr. Adesina Sambo, a director in 

the director-general's office, seem 
have got it all wrong. It was wrong 
regard accountability as separate 
from competence. "We see accounta­
bility as being inherent tn compe­
tence. You simply cannot be compe­
tent without being accountable. 
Sambo argued. It was obvious talking 
to Sambo that he honestly believed 
that it was possible to teach compe- 
fence in the broad sense that su 
summed accountability.

Apart from the choice of the school 
for democracy's principal and the 

'o-party system, after extensive tour problem of whether you can teach an 
the country searching for the cm- o]d dog a new trick, my biggest 
-“""sisforthepoliticsoftheThird source of skepticism was the motive 

of the government in insisting that

tent first by the school before they can 
practice. As far as 1 know this was a 
novelty the world over. And itwasa 
novelty of dubious value. It seemed 
then to me that it was one more ob­
stacle of the many presumably calcu-

thc choice of its director-general Pn>

the Second Re- incompetence rather than corruption 
'* was the banc of Nigeria's politics. The

fact that some of the biggest crooks 
around are some of the most 
tent Nigerians suggc 
wasbyalongstretch Nigeria's] 
—’-’-n.Now, it is hardly

plausible, except 

since the same Politburo said Nigeri­
ans wanted socialism, not mixed- ,
economy, and the professor shared h^Xinfiniidatethe civilian politi- 
government's argument that it could class>

Perhaps I was right, perhaps I was 
wrong. The fact now, however, is that 
after the Abuja elections of national 
party officials, few people, least of all 
me, any longer doubt the sincerity of 
the military's commitment to return 
to the barracks in 1992. And so 
whether or not Omoruyi was the

„

I had interviewed accept that people are either bom COUntab,hty 
honest or they are bom crooks. That 
would amount to voodoo psychology.

1 am not so skeptical about 
am of a school for democracy
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IBB's FIVE YEARS

the country

President Babangida

Changing 
the face of

Five years of IBB has witnessed much 
controversy but little change

one seem 
ing it and 
of it out- 

r'M. Y— r.m an admirer of Aliko 
Mohammed's depth could not help 
noticing the glare of the programme s 
inhuman face. 'The economy is still in 
a very difficult situation", he said. "We 
are still saddled with high unemploy­
ment, high inflation, and our standard 
of living is not improving." It is diffi-

Citlzen August 27,1990

cult to believe Dan lya is talking about 
the same thing. He is and that just 
shows how difficult it has been to as­
sess SAPand take rigid positions on its 
merits or demerits.
Four years ago it was that President 

Ibrahim Babangida laid down what 
was to become his regime's most en­
during, if unpopular and largely mis­
understood policy. There is little 
doubt that when history comes to 
. n-u—SAP will have a lot, 

id, to contribute to the 
assessment. In enthroning the pro­

president used his fa- 
____ of letting . . 
have their say and himself have his 
way. By the time people realised what 
was happening it was too late. The 
choice given sounded genuine but it 
was clearly limited. Despite the debate 
that followed the adoption of the struc­
tural adjustment programme few 
knew what they were choosing when 
they voted for it. The choice pitched "a 
home-grown solution" against the 
hated IMF. The conclusion was obvi­
ous and Nigerians eagerly jumped to 
it. They found out that it was hot. 
Whether intelligently and freely made 
or not, however, SAP was a choice 
made by the people, or at least a choice 
made against the IMF. And it stuck.

The government spelt out its objec­
tives it wanted to:
— restructure and diversify the pro- both the economy and everything cIj

____ngers the "large measure o 
cess" which has been achieved.

"We do not use scarce foreign ex­
change to import any food into this 
country, and the country is the better 
for it", he began counting. "Our indus­
tries have started sourcing their raw 
materials locally instead of relying on 
imported raw materials which was the 
case before SAP."
Nowadays it is possible to meet many 

people who have much praise for as­
pects of SAP, a far cry from its early 
days when almost everyor 
more interested in criticising 
condemning every aspect c» 
right. Yet even

ductive base of the economy in order 
to reduce dependence on the oil sector 
and on imports
— achieve fiscal and balance of pay­
ments viability
— lay the basis for a sustainable non- 
inflationary or minimal inflationary, 
and growth
— lessen the dominance of unproduc­
tive investment in the public sector; 
improve its efficiency and intensify 
the growth potential of the private 
sector.
The major problems of the Nigerian 

economy are not many, and they arc 
the people all rather well known, having been 

around for quite a long while. Even 
though it began only in the 1970s the 
fact of a mono-product economy rely­
ing almost entirely on oil for oil earn­
ings is now the most important prob­
lem. The next is the failure of the 
managers of the economy to chart out 
and stick to the path of sustainable 
growth. As a result, today's achieve­
ments lack any link to yesterday7s rec­
ords and so will probably play no role 
in trying to achieve tomorrow7s goals. 
This problem is not new and is not 
likely to go a way any time soon — if 
ever it will. In practical terms therefore 
nothing permanent seemed to have 
been built and nothing concrete was 
ever added to it. The other major prob­
lem is corruption — the scourge of 

.. . .«•—jse.

The economy
It is not easy to count the gains of 

something that pains, but some people 
will always try the impossible. At the 
launching of Citizen, Alhaji Aliko Mo­
hammed Dan lyan Misau, past presi­
dent of the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
and a very early friend of the Struc­
tural Adjustment Programme (SAP), 
decided it was time to defend his 
friend. Despite the hardship which he °°.UDtn *?*1 ” j
himsclfadmittcd.hccasilycounlcdoff 
his fingers the "large measure of sue- |n

gramme, the p 
mous strategy
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Ahmed Abdulkadir 
Central Bank Governor

putting a stop to the ra* 
ruption that went alonj 
anaJ*;----------- ’ ’w _____ o
of course SAP left the rest of the cor- 

ign in- ruption in the economy intact. The 
allocation of foreign exchange theo­
retically left bank counters and came 
out to the market to allow market 
forces to fix the correct rate of the 
Naira. Instead the market itself was 
largely fixed. But the initial value of 
the Naira looked right and more realis­
tic than the overvalued are before ad­
justment. But the artificiality of the 
new value was difficult to hide; and 
soon this accumulated to drive down 
the value to the current ridiculous 
level of N8 = SI, up from N10 = SI a 
little under two years ago.
By early 1986, N1 = $132. Even by the 

Paul may current rate, the devaluation had been 
drastic and the reasons are not hard to 
find. Since the formation of the Sec­
ond-tier Foreign Exchange Market in 
1986, the supply of funds to the market

now they are in the jail of structural 
adjustment, with all the harshness, 
penury,  loneliness and pain of prisons. 
Four years ago SAP, as the president But if SAP didn t help

said, was supposed to be a brief period Naira it certainly did 
of painful adjustment. It would V—j,- —- -- c „

... _ ...—— •_ .1- leeHir/’ inwards. A culture of
"make-do-with-what-is-available" 
became the norm. Though in quite 
modest proportions, this helped start a 
diversification of sorts. In the private 
sector too massive retrenchment be­
came the order of the day as the new 
environment demanded belt tighten-

Chief Olu Falae 
of Finance and SAP's 

leading advocate

From the management of export earn­
ings to the running of the rest of the 
economy and government, corruption 
does its best to vitiate the little that 
undettered officials attempt to 
achieve.

As a result, the industrial base was 
never L- J. - '
largely rudimentary 
processing raw mate 
Andesj

to the poor house of austerity, and had been tightly controlled by the
.. • ..v- _r.a—1—1 Central Bank of Nigeria. Demand,

however, was fierce as banks bid on 
behalf of their customers.
But if SAP didn't help the value of the 

 ' ' 1 a lot to check
 wastage and it forced Nigerians to

quickly remove the distortions in the begin looking inwards. A---------of
economy,adjustthevalueoftheNaira, "make-do-with-what-is-available''
enthrone competitive efficiency, send v '*■ "" “ **
Nigerian goods out, welcome foreign 
goods in, and then live happily ever 
after. It was not to be. As SAP prepares 
to go into its fifth year, most of the 
distortions and pain are very much 
with us.Though much was hoped for, ing all around. Many businesses that
only modest gains had been regis- could not stand competition or quickly
tered. A great deal remains to be 
achieved, much more remains to be 
done.

But if SAP has not been an unquali­
fied success it is not because it is the 
wrong remedy. Most of its prescrip­
tions are time tested and right. Its 
messages are simple and straight for- 

 ward: you can't eat your cake and have
laid, manufacturing remained it, unless you take someone else's; you 

/ al the stage of must cut your coat according to your other place borrowed a leaf then, but
»..ig raw materials for export, size, otherwise it will only fit someone two years later a more widespread and
spcciallyaftcrlhcindigcnisalion else. Nothing wrong with that. But violent spate of notings swept most of

decroc of 1976, government over pro- let's see what exactly it did. the southern parts of the country. It
tectod indigenous enterprenuership. SAP began its outing by outlawing was with great difficulty that the gov- 
Instead of helping the economy the the issuance of import licences and eminent brought it under control,
"tensure just robbed the economy of putting a stop to the racketeering cor- In between the two riots, the govem-
the benefits of competition. Economic ruption that went along with it. It was met had virtually used all that was in

anadeptmoveandarighton^though it, dictionary of economic manage-
^^ocheckinflation without much 

vestment.
Things stagnated but with the re­

serves always high it always looked as 
if the rise of Nigeria to economic 
heights was simply a matter of time. 
The time never came. Instead the re­
serves were slowly but steadily and 
surely frittered away. At that time 
Nigeria's leaders believed that the 
only problem facing the country was 
how to spend money. Selfless leaders 
that they were, they applied all of their 
energy to solving that one problem. In 
the process, they robbed from the cof­
fers of a future Nigeria.
Whoever robs Peter to pay

^Mcount on the support of Paul. But this 
—vill not stop both of them from going 

-----1 jail or the poor house or both. Even- 
tally that's where Nigerians went —

find local alternatives to the imported 
inputs folded up unloading their 
army of retrenched on the unemploy­
ment market. Coupled with this un­
employment came severe inflation. It 
struck most severely in the wrong 
places.

The removal of subsidy from petro­
leum in the early stages of SAP led to a 
riot in Jos in which lives were lost. No

must cut your c 
size, otherwise it will only fit someone

. w .— ..... exactly it did.
y outlawing 
licences and 

racketeering cor- 
ig with it. Il was 

ladeptmovcandarightonctthough it, dictionary 
ment to check:
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with Naira value the government 
simply exchanged one excess with 
another. If before SAP the Naira was 
overvalued, it was also clear that it is 
now grossly undervalued. A country's 
currency derives its exchange value 
from the terms of its trade with the 
outside world. Yet in the case of the 
Naira under SAPr effective demand 
for foreign currency in the economy 
was not matched to the full extent of its 
availability.

Initially the Naira fell from its 1986 
level of N1 = $1.3 to N4 = $1. Later it 
further fell to N8 = $1 where it stands 
today. A more realistic value for it.

tion.
Social programmes
Always a neglected 

sector, the commula- 
tiveness of this ne­
glect compounded 
by the high social cost 
of SAP, made it im­
possible to ignore the 
welfare sector any 
longer. The effect of 
further inaction was 
easy for any one to 
predict. Discontent 
was reaching a pal­
pable level. There 
were fewer jobs to 
share among the ever 
expanding army of 

school leavers, inflation was eating 
into the take home pay of those who 
had jobs to keep them alive and the 
rural areas were as underdeveloped as 
only an underfunded sector could be. 

The government had to diffuse the 
time bomb, stem the tide of discontent 
and give the social sector the 
upliftment it so much deserved. The 
five years of the Babangida regime 
therefore saw the establishment of the 
Directorate of Food, Roods and Rusal 
Infrastructure, DFRRI, National Di­
rectorate of Employment and People's 
Bank of Nigeria. Together, these agen­
cies have ministered to the social wel­
fare needs of the people. Each has tack­
led its assignments with vigour mak­
ing modest success here and there. 
DFRRI

Of the three, the DFRRI and PBN 
seem to have made the greater impact. 
The first was established in 1966. k was

Naira, it had also had the effect of fur­
ther discouraging imports and en­
couraging exports which is not a bad 
thing at all.
One objectives of the government to 

the promotion of export oriented 
trade. It was for this reason that the 
government established the Export 
Promotion Council and backed it by a 
decree. With easy and available for­
eign exchange and numerous sugar- 
coated incentives, the export trade 
boomed but it has not generated 
enough to constitute the much her­
alded diversification of the economy's 
sources of external revenue genera-

taking all things into consideration 
and applying demand to availability, 
will hover around N3.5 = $1. It is not 
clear why the government is interested 
in keeping the value of the Naira arti­
ficially low.

However, this has had the effect of 
making more money in the hands of 
the government domestically. The less 
the Naira is worth against the dollar, 
the more Naira the government will 
have to spend from its barrel of oil No 
doubt the government must have 
found such windfall handy in starting 
and funding the Directorate of Social 
Mobilisation (MAMSER), the Na­
tional Directorate of Employment 
(NDE), the Directorate of Food, Roads 
and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI) and 
other massive rural development 
works embarked by it. While it to not 
clear whether this was the reason for 
the low value maintained for the

A factory: problems of raw materials and spares
IMF that they were not only ready to 
certify Nigeria dean and eligible for 
rescheduling of its debts by the Lon­
don and Paris dubs, they were them­
selves ready to advance loans to the 
country. But in Nigeria's precarious 
situation rescheduling would only 
make sense if a moratorium on further 
loans was put in place. Indeed the 
impression the government gave was 
that no further loans would be taken. 
Yet there was no time when this was 
stopped.

In the determination of the value of 
the Naira, which in the early days of 
SAP caught the attention of the coun­
try through the weekly and fortnightly 
biddings for foreign exchange, the 
government appeared to have gone to 
the market already convinced of the 
value the Naira must have. This had 
always been lower than market forces 
would indicate. Some experts said that

success. In 1986 President Babangida 
declared a 15-month economic emer­
gency period and devised a method of 
mopping up excess liquidity from the 
system. He extended the wage freeze 
that had been put in place by previous 
austerity programmes. All workers 
were made to pay percentages of their 
earnings as contributions toward revi­
talising the economy.

Interest rates were deregulated and 
the Central Bank tightened money 
supply, withdrawing a whooping 3 
billion Naira in one fell swoop. State 
governments were given powers to 
collect levies of all descriptions. The 
squeeze by the new 
fiscal and monetary 
policies at last began 
to pay off.

One of the original 
aims of SAP was to 
try to relieve the debt 
burden by negotiat­
ing al comprehensive 
rescheduling agree­
ment with Nigeria's 
creditors. This did 
not present a prob­
lem because the im­
plementation of the 
other aspect of the 
programme have so 
much pleased the 
World Bank and the
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People's Bank of Nigeria
The People's Bank of Nigeria (PBN) 

1-/S5 cciablishsd in October 1989 t0 
"ameliorate the sufferings of the

Cfflzen August 27,1990

□UMes by providing than with easy 
credit; curb dun unemployment. and 
encourage economic self-reliance at 
the grassroots".

It was hailed by the people as an 
organisation that would alleviate 
maw deprivation of the grassroots 
dwellers who have not benefited from 
conventional bank loans due to the 
cumbersome process. The PBN was 
therefore conceived to operate with 
little paper work, simple procedure, 
no collateral and to disburse loans to 
recipients on group membership ba­
sis. Any group of 15 individuals could 
apply for loans which will be dis­
bursed and on repayment, beneficiar­
ies automatically qualify for another 
loan.
From October to December 1989 PBN 

operated on a uwolB „ U15_ 
bursed a total sum of 5.6 million Naira 
toPnA’” 
thins

An NDE beneficiary 
charged wilhdeveiopmentof the rural 
»ro» by promoting agriculture, read 
construction, rural water supply and 
sanitation, livestock development and 
tne procurement and distribution of 
improved seedlings. It was envisaged 
u«t such a programme for provision 
of amenities to rural areas would stem 

migration. Under sts rural roads construction 
programme DFRRI has concentrated 
on developing feeder roads that 
would faalrtate movement of produce 
from the farms to the various sale out-

According to its Kaduna State direc­
tor, Mr. Aboki Galadima, some of the 
problem, faced by the directorate in- 
elude insufficient funding. "DFRRI re­
leases money on time but set targets 
that states must achieve. The —’ ■

taking tmadit for work done by otihcnT ~^dd’X~X £ 

..................... .

—aftcrall, commercial banks

to 1,900 Naira per recipient. It is impos­
sible to satisfy all applicants at once*. 
The PBN according to Mustapha is 
making progress on its plan to open 
branches in areas already earmarked 
for such. "The Zaria branch will open 
in a few days," he added.
The Transition Programme:

It is always nice to pass the buck. 
When President Ibrahim Babangida 
came to power, he created the Political 
Bureau and almost passed to it the 
buck of what needed to be done. It 
worked.

The bureau had ready acceptance; 
and because its name come how 
sounded Kremlinish even the socialist 
school — the usual black sheep in the 
pack — decided to play ball. They 
muted all criticism and waited for the 
easy enthronement of socialism as 
state ideology. As it turned out, the 
most outspoken socialist in the bureau 

Juna Petty was thrown out, before the work was 
completed. As ultimately was the 
bureau's own recommendation on 
ideology.

With the bureau's work quite thor­
oughly done, the government began 
implementing the transition to civil 
rule programme. The bureau rejected 
government initial decision of hand­
ing over power to civilians in 1990, and 
it recommended 1995 which the gov­
ernment in turn rejected and settled 
for what should pass as a rough aver­
age—1992.

The transition programme, as it is

charge prohibitive interest and they 
won't look at a petty trader like me 
twice.*

Another trader who pleaded ano­
nymity wan unhappy with the long 
waiting period before loans are dis- 
burccd. "We filed in our application 
last year bu{ we are yet to receive any 
loan. We want them to tell us whether 
or not they will give us the loans*
When contacted, the branch manager 

of the PBN Malam M. S. Mustapha, 
confirmed that there is a long waiting 
list of applicants forwarded from the 
five centres of the PBN located in the 
five districts of the Kaduna local gov­
ernment. They are, Kawo, Tudun 
Wada Makera/Kaduna, Gabasawa 
and Doka. Mustapha told Gtizen "so 

__ far we have disbursed 700,000 Naira to 
pilot basis and it dis- 780 beneficiaries ranging between 200 

-----jumof5.6 million Naira -----ui«imnos-
> 8J)07 beneficiaries. The remarkable 
'tog with the beneficiaries of the PBN 

loan is their commitment to repay- 
toent within the pilot scheme period of 
operahon 251,31130 Naira was repaid 
wit many recipient paying back ear- 
erthan the 50 weeks period sched­

uled for repayment.
PnTng the pUot 5cheme P^041 the 
™ opened 20 branches in eight 
ta-u .and suc Peripheral centres al­

to each branch to provide 
Rrossroots services.
Jrt’^,anU"y 1990 the reN b" em- 
bra^h °n fuU °Peration «nd 149 
/^ches are expected to be opened 

■■“i«are» must achieve. The problem ,no''‘'v'd<b
from the fact that such targets branch of the PBN

on any survey, or bill of benrfX °" Ibrahtol Tli'TO R“d' 
1““■bouWprovide„ew trooping in
~ prof- W loan, or nuke en-

ntbe end the engineers supply^ 1 °n •» obtain them. Alhan
btd of quantities that reveal t^Z K«»lna of Yards d. 1,... n-.°
amount released by DFRRI can X, lr*den 
meet the target ln 
pointed out Caladima, DFRRI has X 
construction equipment of it, 
own.*We commission contractors to 
work on our road projects and on 
completion when DFRRI places its 
signboards there it is criticised for

-Jina of Yarda da Juna Petty 
he obh'i told Citizen that

Naira in teSTJ? one of three benefits-
who anrJizJ^°Up 15 P^ Baders Ascribed 
awa?XXS,'^'k'**bl,‘h<!d"to"'Pc 
Audu StriXIdl^ P°°r P°OP1C’ 
awareof tX. Pro™tons i.

change, he ha.
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both the loan and the administrative 
charges afterall, commercial banks

encourage economic self-reliance at 
the grassroots'.

It was hailed by the people as an 
organisation that would alleviate 
mass c*  r*

With the bureau's work quite thor­
oughly done, the government began 
implementing the transition to civil 
rule programme. The bureau rejected 
government initial decision of hand­
ing over power to civilians in 1990, and 
it recommended 1995 which the gov-

loan. We want them to tell us whether 
or not they will give us the loans."

 When contacted, the branch manager
work, simple procedure, of the PBN Malam M. S. Mustapha, 
‘ — L—« -> confirmed that there is a long waiting

' list of applicants forwarded from the 
five centres of the PBN located in the 
five districts of the Kaduna local gov- 

, . eminent. They are, Kawo, Tudun
ies automatically qualify for another Wada Makera/Kaduna, Gabasawa 
loan. — j

From October to December 1989 PBN 
operated on a pilot basis and it dis-

the procurement and distribution of 
improved seedlings. It was envisaged 
that such a programme for provision 
ofamenit  
the tide of rural-urban 
Under its rural roads construction 
programme DFRRI has concentrated 
on developing feeder roads that 
would facilitate movement of produce 
from the farms to the various sale out­
lets.
According — »*-**•

meet the tan® 7" T- 
pointodoutCdUm,,^^ 
con.truc<ioB «,uipn.„, ~
o’™; Wc ‘“’“"“•ion M11W1 
work on our road projKtJ 
completion when DFRRI pUx, lts 
signboards, there it is cntiriscd for 
taking--------- .
Pcopl 
The People's Bank of Nigeria (PBN) 

wc3 estebUshsd in October 1989 to 
"ameliorate the Bufferings of the

Cl ftztn August 27,1990

and Doka. Mustapha told Citizen "so 
far we ha ve di sbursed 700,000 Naira to 
780 beneficiaries ranging between 200 
to 1,900 Naira per recipient. It is impos­
sible to satisfy all applicants at once". 
The PBN according to Mustapha is 
making progress on its plan to open 
branches in areas already earmarked 
for such. "The Zaria branch will open 
in a few days," he added.
The Transition Programme:

It is always nice to pass the buck, 
riod the When President Ibrahim Babangida 
a eight came to power, he created the Political

Bureau and almost passed to it the 
buck of what needed to be done. It 
worked.

The bureau had ready acceptance; 
and because its name come how 
sounded Kremlinish even the socialist 
school — the usual black sheep in the 
pack — decided to play ball. They 
muted all criticism and waited for the 
easy enthronement of socialism as 
state ideology. As it turned out, the 
most outspoken socialist in the bureau 
was thrown out, before the work was 
completed. As ultimately was the 
bureau's own recommendation on

masses by providing them with easy charge prohibitive interest and they 
credit; curb mass unemployment, and won't look at a petty trader like me 
---------------------- b. >t twice."

Another trader who pleaded ano­
nymity was unhappy with the long 

 waiting period before loans are dis-
deprivation of the grassroots burned. "We filed in our application 

dwellers who have not benefited from last year but we are yet to receive any 
conventional bank loans due to the ’ v . ..
cumbersome process. The PBN was 
therefore conceived to operate with 
little paper work, simple procedure, 
no collateral and to disburse loans to 
recipients on group membership ba­
sis. Any group of 15 individuals could 
apply for loans which will be dis­
bursed and on repayment, benefidar-

An NDE beneficiary 
charged with development of the rural 
are* by promoting agriculture, road _r t 
construction, rural water supply and burned a total sum of 5.6 million Naira
sanitation, livestock development and to 8,007 beneficiaries. The remarkable 
the procurement and distribution of thing with the beneficiaries of the PBN 
improved seedlings. It was envisaged loan is their commitment to repay- 
that such a programme for provision ment within the pilot scheme period of 
of amenities to rural areas would stem operation 25131130 Naira was repaid 

migration, with many recipient paying back ear­
lier than the 50 weeks period sched­
uled for repayment.

During the pilot scheme peril 
PBN opened 20 branches in 
states and six peripheral centres at- 
tached to each branch to provide

T° *** *^una State direc- grassroots services.
GaUdima' of »he From January 1990 the PBN has em- 

{7°, • ky th* directorate in- barked on full scale operation and 149 
c ins ficient funding. "DFRRI re- branches are expected to be opened 

nation-wide.
,?lrfrm^*chieve-TheProblem At the Kaduna branch of the PBN 
are hJLJi 8ucb tar8rts situated on Ibrahim Taiwo Road, 
mi*^^^?ny‘U,Vey'orbill<* beneficiaries were seen trooping in 

either to pay their loan, or rnako en-
ecto Intheewt x?d8C0Pe<rftl'ePro^ quirie* on how to obtain them. Alhaji 
bill of quantitWpply a Audu KatoiM of Yarda ,una Petty 
amount that tbe Traders Association told Citizen that
meet the tarn* Can obtained his loan of 1,000 Naira in

January. He was one of three benefid- ideology, 
aries in the group of 15 petty traders '*
who applied for a loan. He described 
the PBN as a bank established "to wipe 
away the tears of the poor people." 
Audu Katsina a dealer in provisions is 

,----- •— nn aware of the additional administrative
'XT'n ^r'™rkdon<'tT«hm- Change. he ha. to pay but he t. Util
„ ° , ,  _*3eru happy to be a loan recipient because "I eminent in turn rejected and settled

will still make enough profit to pay for what should pass as a rough aver- 
'  age —1992.

The transition programme, as it is
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both the loan and the administrative 
charges afterall, commercial banks

loan. We want them to tell us whether 
or not they will give us the loans.*
When contacted, the branch manager

encourage economic self-reliance at 
the grassroots".

It was hailed by the people as an 
organisation that would alleviate 
mass c

From January 1990 the PBN has em­
barked on full scale operation and 149 
branches arc expected to be opened 
nation-wide.

At the Kaduna branch of the PBN 
M situated on Ibrahim Tai wo Road, 

*ny survey, or bill of beneficiaries were seen trooping in 
mateoftheco«^^d^rOVideane*ti either to pay their loans or make en-

With the bureau's work quite thor­
oughly done, the government began 
implementing the transition to civil 
rule programme. The bureau rejected 
government initial decision of hand­
ing over power to civilians in 1990, and 
it recommended 1995 which the gov- 

happy to be a loan recipient because "I eminent in turn rejected and settled 
will still make enough profit to pay for what should para as a rough aver-
v  age —1992.

The transition programme, as it is

An NDE beneficiary
charged with development of the rural
area by p----- ■ *----- • -
construction, rural water supply and bursed a total sum of 5.6 million Naira to 1,900 Naira per recipient. It is impoa- 
samtation, livestock development and to 8,007 beneficiaries. The remarkable sible to satisfy all applicants at once*.

.... - thing with the beneficiaries of the PBN The PBN according to Mustapha is
loan is their commitment to repay- nm/rmcc nn tic nlan *<-> nnon
ment within the pilot scheme period of 
operation 251,311.30 Naira was repaid 
with many recipient paying back ear­
lier than the 50 weeks period sched-

I

long waiting 
list of applicants forwarded from the 
five centres of the PBN located in the 
five districts of the Kaduna local gov­
ernment. They are, Kawo, Tudun 
Wada Makera/Kaduna, Gabasawa 
and Doka. Mustapha told Citizen “so 
far we have disbursed 700/XX) Naira to

making progress on its plan to open 
branches in areas already earmarked 
for such. “The Zaria branch will open 
in a few days," he added.
The Transition Programme:

It is always nice to pass the buck. 
When President Ibrahim Babangida 
came to power, he created the Political 
Bureau and almost passed to it the 
buck of what needed to be done. It 
worked.

The bureau had ready acceptance; 
and because its name come how 
sounded Kremlinish even the codalist 
school — the usual black sheep in the 
pack — decided to play ball. They 
muted all criticism and waited for the 
easy enthronement of socialism as 
state ideology. As it turned out, the 
most outspoken socialist in the bureau 
was thrown out, before the work was 
completed. As ultimately was the 
bureau's own recommendation on
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masses by providing them with easy charge prohibitive interest and they 
credit; curb mass unemployment, and won't look at a petty trader like me 

*' ” twice."
Another trader who pleaded ano­

nymity was unhappy with the long 
 .. waiting period before loans are dis-

deprivation of the grassroots bursed. "We filed in our application 
dwellers who have not benefited from last year bu{ we are yet to receive any
conventional bank loans due to the * ’ ’*
cumbersome process. The PBN was 
therefore conceived to operate with
little paper work, simple procedure, of the PBN Malam M. S. Mustapha, 
no collateral and to disburse loans to confirmed that there is a long waiting 
recipients on group membership ba­
sis. Any group of 15 individuals could 
apply for loans which will be dis­
bursed and on repayment, beneficiar­
ies automatically qualify for another 
loan.
From October to December 1989 PBN 

promoting agriculture, road operated on a pilot basis and it dis- 780 beneficiaries ranging between 200 
Hon, rural water supply and bursed a total sum of5.6 million Naira to 1,900 Naira per recipient. It is impos-

‘ ~ ' *'s sible to satisfy ’’ ” *

meet the luja In 
pointed out Qladtau, DffiRl ha, 
construction equipment of its 
own.’We cotnmiMion conlmctora to 
work on our road projects and on away I 
completion when DFRRI pU^ Audu 
signboards there it is criticised for 
taking cred it for work done by others' 
People's Bank of Nigeria 
The People's Bank of Nigeria (PBN) 

wca edab&had in October 1989 to 
"emdtorate the sufferingo of the

Cliizon August 27,1990

the procurement and distribution of 
improved seedlings. It was envisaged 
that such a programme for provision 
of amenities to rural areas would stem 
the tide of rural-urban migration, with many recipient paying bac
Under its rural roads construction tier than the 50 weeks period c 
programme DFRRI has concentrated uled for repayment.
on developing feeder roads that During the pilot scheme period the 
would facilitate movement of produce PBN opened 20 branches in eight 
from the farms to the various sale out- states and six peripheral centres al­
lots. tached to each branch to provide
According to its Kaduna State direc- grassroots services.

tor, Mr. Aboki Caladima, some of the Fmm lanuarv ioon-TW,kT ’ 
problems faced by the directorate in­
clude insufficient funding. “DFRRI re­
leases money on time but set targets 
that states must achieve. The problem 
arises from the fact that such targets 
are not based on any bill of 
quantities that should provide an ex­
mate of the cost and scope of the prof- quiries on how to obtain them. Alhaji 
ecto. In the end the engineers supply a Audu Katsina of Yanda da Juna Petty 
btU of quantities that reveal that the Traders Association told Citizen that 
amount released by DFRRJ can not he obtained his loan of 1,000 Naira in
meet the • January. He was one of throe benefid- ideology.

aries in the group of 15 petty traders 
who applied for a loan. He described 
the PBN as a bank established “to wipe

the tears of the poor people."
i Katsina a dealer in provisions is 

aware of the additional administrative 
changes he has to pay but he is still
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With the bureau's work quite thor-

programme, as it is

I

age —1992.
The transition

both the loan and the administrative 
charges afterall, commercial bonks

rule programme. The bureau rejected 
government initial decision of hand­
ingover power to civilians in 1990, and 
it recommended 1995 which the gov­
ernment in turn rejected and settled

t aver-

masMS by providing them with easy 
credit; curb mass unemployment, and 
encourage economic self-reliance at 
the grassroots".

It waa hailed by the people as an 
organisation that would alleviate

pointed out Galadima, DFRRI has no 
construction equipment of its 
own."We commission contractors to 
work on our road projects and on 
completion when DFRRI places its 
signboards there it is criticised for 
takint -
Pcopl w —rrz__________  . ___ /____ ______
The People's Bank of Nigeria (PBN) will still make enough profit to pay for what should pass as a rough

charge prohibitive merest and they 
won't look at a potty trader like me 
twice."

Another trader who pleaded ano­
nymity was unhappy with the long 
waiting period before loans are dis- 

maw "deprivation of the grautoot. burned. “We filed in our Ration 
dwellers who haw not benefited from 
conventional bank loans due to the 
cumbersome process. The PBN was 
therefore conceived to operate with 
little paper work, simple procedure, 
no collateral and to disburse loans to 
recipients on g-'"” r 
sis. Any group of------------------------
apply for loans which will be dis­
bursed and on repayment, beneficiar­
ies automatically qualify for another 
loan.
From October to December 1989 PBN 

operated on a J

loan. We want them to tell us whether 
or not they will give us the loans."
When contacted, the branch manager 

of the PBN Malam M. S. Mustapha, 
.u uiwui— . J-. . confirmed that there is a long waiting 

^up membership ba- list of applicants forwarded from the 
p of 15 individuals could five centres of the PBN located m the 

five districts of the Kaduna local gov­
ernment. They are, Kawo, Tudun 
Wada Makera/Kaduna, Gabasawa 
and Doka. Mustapha told Citizen so 

^toLMunuuiTwiui, far we have disbursed 700,000 Nairato
i pilot basis and it dis- 780 beneficiaries ranging between 200 

bureed a total sum of5.6 million Naira fwiM..— Uicimnos-
to 8,007 beneficiaries. The remarkable 
thing with the beneficiaries of the PBN 
loan is their commitment to repay­
ment within the pilot scheme period of 
operation 25131130 Naira was repaid 
with many recipient paying back ear­
lier than the 50 weeks period sched­
uled for repayment.

During the pilot scheme period the 
PBN opened 20 branches in eight 
states and six peripheral centres at­
tached to each branch to provide 
grassroots services.

From January 1990 the PBN has em-

An NDE beneficiary 
charged with development of the rural 
area by promoting agriculture, road 
construction, rural water supply and 
sanitation, livestock development and 
the procurement and distribution of 
improved seedlings. It was envisaged 
that such a programme for provision 
of amenities to rural areas would stem 
the tide of rural-urban migration. 
Under its rural roads construction 
programme DFRRI has concentrated 
on developing feeder roads that 
would facilitate movement of produce 
from the farms to the various sale out­
lets.
According to its Kaduna State direc­

tor, Mr. Aboki Galadima, some of the 
problems faced by the directorate in- barked on full scale operation and 149 
elude insufficient funding. "DFRRI re- branches are expected to be opened 
leases money on time but set targets nation-wide.
that states must achieve. The problem At the Kaduna branch of the PBN 
arises from the fact that such targets situated on Ibrahim Taiwo Road, 
are not based on any survey, or bill of beneficiaries were seen trooping in 
quantities that should provide an esti- either to pay their loans or make en- 
mate of the cod and scope of the proj- quiries on how to obtain them. Alhap 
ects. In the end the engineers supply a Audu Katsina of Ya rd a da Juna Petty 
bill of quantities that reveal that the Traders Association told Citizen that 
amount released by DFRRI can not he obtained his loan of 1,000 Naira in

to 1,900 Naira per recipient. It is impos­
sible to satisfy all applicants at once . 
The PBN according to Mustapha is 
making progress on its plan to open 
branches in areas already earmarked 
for such. "The Zaria branch will open 
in a few days," he added.
The Transition Programme:

It is always nice to pass the buck. 
When President Ibrahim Babangida 
came to power, he created the Political 
Bureau and almost passed to it the 
buck of what needed to be done. It 
worked.

The bureau had ready acceptance; 
and because its name come how 
sounded Kremlinish even the socialist 
school — the usual black sheep in the 
pack — decided to play ball. They 
muted all criticism and waited for the 
easy enthronement of socialism as 
state ideology. As it turned out, the 
most outspoken socialist in the bureau 
was thrown out, before the work was 
completed. As ultimately was the 
bureau's own recommendation on 

meet the target set." In addition, January. He was one of three benefid- ideology.
aries in the group of 15 petty traders V” v ” * . __L
who applied for a loan. He described oughly done, the government began 
the PBN as a bank established "to.wipe implementing the transition to civil 
away the tears of the poor people." r,,lp 1------------ •—*-J
Audu Katsina a dealer in provisions is 
aware of the additional administrative 

ig cred it for work done by others’ changes he has to pay but he is still
jk'o Bank of Nigeria happy to be a loan recipient because "I
* Portrtba'n R-irV rx( fPRKA unll .Uli mrVa frn mV

was established in October 1989 to 
“““'ameliorate the sufferings of the

ZSIfton August 27,1990
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together with the Code of Conduct
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the constitutional committee went to 
work with varying degrees of success. 
1988
The first quarter of 1988 saw the es­

tablishment of five other organs.
1 — National Population Commission 
was formed to undertake a populace 
census before power is handed over to 
civilians.
2 — Code of Conduct Bureau was set 
up to lay the foundations of a new 
morality in the conduct of government 
business. It has recently been reconsti­
tuted by the president but compulsory 
declaration of assets as required by the 
constitution is yet to be enforce.
3 — Code of Conduct Tribunal which.

M

popularly called, spans a total of five 
years from 1987 to the end of the 
Babangida administration.
Recently, the view people have of the 

president and their apprehensions 
about the genuineness of the transition 
programme appeared to have a al­
tered significantly. Just as in the past 
the fears were muted so also is the 
change simply recognised, noted. 
Whether it has any connection with the 
abortive coup by Major Gideon Orkar

ent after it. Meanwhile the transition 
programme largely keeps on course. 
1987
It took off in the third quarter of 1987 

with the establish- ‘ 
ment of three impor­
tant bodies:
1 — Directorate of 
Social Mobilisation 
was established to 
engender a new po­
litical culture in the 
country. It was ex­
pected to awaken the 
consciousness of Ni­
gerians to their rights 
and obligations, in­
culcate in them a 
spirit of patriotism 
and commitment to 
social justice and 
make them fight cor­
ruption.
2 — National Sec­
toral Commission,

tions for enforcing compliance with The colour of the party's ideological 
the demands of the new morality. loan5n<rwa«Ma«/t /->—
4 — Constituent Assembly. This was, 
the body formed to consider the work 
of the constitutional committee, and 
approve the constitution in its capacity 
as a body representing the people.
5 — National Revenue Mobilisation 
Commission. Its mandate wass to 
identify sources and spearhead the 
drive for revenue.
The remaining three quarters of 1988 

were devoted to the termination and 
the consolidation of the gains of the 
regime of Structural Adjustment Pro­
gramme, SAP, instituted at the end of 
the national debate in 1986. The third applications to make it, the whole of 
and last quarters were for consolida- the transition programme has now

tion of the gains. As it turned out, it 
was not discontinued: indeed it was 
laid down as a permanent feature of 
the Nigerian economy. People saw 
this as an imposition of the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund.
1989
The first quarter of 1989 was devoted 

to the adoption of the “dean copy“ of 
the new constitution and the release of 
the New Fiscal Arrangements. The 
new fiscal policy was to lead to the 
liberalisation of the economy.

During the second quarter of that 
year the ban on party politics was 
lifted. Politicians went into action al­

most immediately. 
Numerous associa­
tions sprang up 
vying for recognition 
as political parties. 
More than sixty of 
them canvassed for 
support but less than 
twenty submitted ap­
plications to the Na­
tional Electoral Com­
mission. Only six 
applications were 
forwarded to the 
Armed Forces Ruling 
Council for the ap­
proval of only two as 
political parties as 
recommended by the 
Political Bureau.

Since the registra­
tion of the new parties, elections of 

Bureau, will function as twin institu- party office holders have taken place.

Soldiers: Marching back to the barracks

was formed to conduct elections in the 
country. It was also to play some role 
in registering and rearing the new po­
litical parties. This job, however, was 
taken away by the Armed Forces Rul­
ing Council when it approved the dis- 
solutionofall the recommended appli­
cations the commission submitted to 
it.
3—Constitution Drafting Committee. 
The committee was formed to review 
the constitution adopted by the Na­
tional Assembly in 1979 and propose 
amendments to the government.

Thereafter the military conducted a 
party-less election into local govern­
ment councils. That rounded up the 
year. Meanwhile the Directorate of 
Social Mobilisation, the Electoral 
Commission and the constitution and

leaning was bland in both cases. One is 
"a little to the right, the other a little to 
the left" as President Babangida 
termed them perhaps in order to un­
derscore the fact that none of them will 
unduly be too far away from the 
centre. When elections are finally con­
ducted into the local governments, the 
rest of 1990 is expected to see the elec­
tions into state legislatures. In the ini­
tial programme state legislators and 
executives were to be sworn in by the 
end of 1990.

However, with the failure of the 
original associations that submitted

the transition programme
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of the National Assembly follows
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on, the full blast of the financial burden 
may prove too heavy for the young

been shifted. The elections into the 
state legislatures now move to 1991. 
This will be followed by a population 
census, and hopefully, a second local

the cultivation, among other things, of 
a commitment to the preservation of 

___ i Ais**-

tion. torshipofanyfbrm—military or civil-
Yet a more ominous sign on the eco- ian. If this government takes it upon 
inmiritself tO achieve JUSt these two it will 

have done something more important 
Babangida. It is the issue of foreign than the transition programme itself. 
rlzvKk lA/iflv *11 w^/*1«Az1«s1snr* rmirsrr

By Adamu Adamu, Dilkisu Yusuf 
and Mohammed Haruna

Third Republic to bear. The total for­
eign debt today stands at $32.8 billion. 
With rescheduling, fall in the value of 
the dollar and further foreign borrow-

- - ”--jssthe$40or
w next two

At a political rally 
fore remained to be seen how the new 
political alignment will hold under the 
pressure of real politik.

With hope triumphing over expert- -
government election. Election into ence and maturity over fear, the gov- ing the figure may well pass 
federal legislators and the convening eminent expresses confidence that the $50 billion mark within t < 
of the National Assembly follows r„~~_;................
thereafter. The last item on the transi- role to play in partis 
tions agenda is the final disengage­
ment of the Armed Forces from the 
scene.
Despite the government's adherence 

to the transition p 
and then seeming 
people, the transition to civil rule faces 
some ominous signs. Even though

years.
While all these are issues for which 

permanent solutions may be found 
one stands out different. While the 
military is being looked upon to hand 
over the baton in the next two years, it 
nevertheless remain the most lethal 
enemy of democracy in Nigeria. A 

-----r_r--------- -------------- civilian government may be able to 
always been an explosive one in the pay off all inherited debts but remains

' iwerless in the face of the man with 

sul™,tled 10 tlle govern- national resource as some cake can WMlTthe Chief of General Staff, Vice

..notmean,antwtomalic never diminish. This is further com- Admiral Augustus Aikhomu was 
p0undod ,he SO<-'IW "Nig^ian speaking at the national conference of 

ind Na' Fact°r which h"1 wlx of ra<»nalis- the electoral commission and the two

and a little to the left" variation intro- had their roots in a census or an elec- democracy and the rejection of dicta-

religious factor will have little or no 
4 isan politics. But it is

clear that there is indeed little more 
than hope to the declaration. Mean­
while the threat that some religious 
leaders may introduce religious ma- 

programme, apathy nipulation, if they have not already 
? enthusiasm of the begun doing so, remains real enough. 
: . <• The jssue of population census has

sound reasons have been advanced for country's history. The importance of pov 
the disqualification of the six political census in a country that regards the the

ci - .. national resource as some cake can W.
never diminish. This is further com- /.J____ o------- ------
pounded by the so-called "Nigerian speaking at the national conference of

_________  Factor* which has a vray of rational:: the electoral commission and the ♦
tional Republican Convention. People ing rigging in elections, inflation in political parties in Abuja, he called for
still see them as a government imposi- census and sectionalism in everything. *v—u—--------- nf
bon and though the "little to the right All previous crises in the countiy have

duced by government is expected to
amount to some discernible difference
and offer choices, strange bed fellows nomicfrontfacesthecivUianswho will 
have resulted. Many of the politicians take over power from ^President 
themselves have lamented that it P’^orgido.!_is tho i"vo of fbrotgr. 
never happened that political parties debt. With all the rescheduling going 
created their members, but it was 
always the other way round. It there-
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have resulted. Many of the politicians 
themselves have lamented that it 
never 1 ,, ;
created their members, but it was

At a political rally
fore remained to be seen how the new 
political alignment will hold under the 
pressure of real politik.

With hope triumphing over experi­
ence and maturity over fear, the j

a commitment to the preservation of 
____ —- — — J iLw nf

tors hip of any form—military or civil­
ian. If this government takes it upon 

n,. Mtoi Hen it will

have done something more important

duced by government is expected to 
amount to some discernible difference

tion.
 Yet a more ominous sign on the eco- o

and offer choices, strange bed fellows nomic front faces the civilians who will itself to achieve just these two it will
—..u~4 Manv nf tlu> nnlitirianc take nvnr nnu/or fmm have done something more important

the issue of foreign than the transition programme itself.

By Adamu Adamu, Dilkiau Yusuf 
and Mohammed Haruna

 , . s take over power from President
have lamented that it Babangida. It is t1*"

happened that political parties debt. With all the rescheduling going
2 ------- ’—■ *"•* *’* “”S on, the full blast ofthe financial burden

always the other way round. It there- may prove too heavy for the young
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been shifted. The elections into the fore remained to be seen how the new Third Republic to bear. The total for-
state legislatures now move to 1991. political alignment will hold under the eign debt today stands at $32.8 billion.
This will be followed by a population pressure of real politik. With rescheduling, fell in the value of
census, and hopefully, a second local With hope triumphing over expert- the dollar and further foreign borrow­
government election. Election into ence and maturity over fear, the gov- ing the figure may well pass the $40 or
federal legislators and the convening eminent expresses confidence that the $50 billion mark within the next two
of the National Assembly follows religious factor will have little or no 
thereafter. The last item on the transi- role to play in partisan politics. But it is

ida is the final disengage- clear that there is indeed little more
* J ' the than hope to the declaration. Mean­

while the threat that some religious 
leaders may introduce religious ma­
nipulation, if they have not already 
begun doing so, remains real enough.

The issue of population census has o
always been an explosive one in the pay off all inherited debts I 
country's history. The importance of ' ' ’’ ' '------ £
census in a country that regards the 
national resource as some cake can

com-

years.
While all these are issues for which 

tions agenda is the final disengage- clear that there is indeed little more permanent solutions may be found
ment of the Armed Forces from the than hope to the declaration. Mean- one stands out different. While the
scene. while the threat that some religious military is being looked upon to hand
Despite the government's adherence leaders may introduce religious ma- over the baton in the next two years, it

to the transition programme, apathy nipulation, if they have not already nevertheless remain the most lethal
and then seeming enthusiasm of the begun doing so, remains real enough, enemy of democracy in Nigeria. A
people, the transition to civil rule faces The issue of population census has civilian government may be able to
some ominous signs. Even though always been an explosive one in the pay off all inherited debts but remains
sound reasons have been advanced for country's history. The importance of powerless in the face of the man with
the disqualification of the six political census in a country that regards the the gun.
associations submitted to the govern- national resource as some cake can While the Chief of General Staff, Vice
ment, this has not meant an automatic never diminish. This is further com- Admiral Augustus Aikhomu was
embrace for the government-created pounded by the so-called "Nigerian speaking at the national conference of
Social Democratic Party and the Na- Factor* which has a way of rationalis- the electoral commission and the two
tional Republican Convention. People ing rigging in elections, inflation in political parties in Abuja, he called for
still see them as a government imposi- census and sectionalism in everything, the cultivation, among other things, of
tion and though the "little to the right All previous crises in the country have  tz
and a little to the left" variation intro- had their roots in a census or an elec- democracy and the rejection of dicta-
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ianjour- 
to cover

Tukur, daughter of Dr. 
Mahmud Tukur, former 
minister in Major-Gen 
Buhari's cabinet. It was 
described as "wedding of

at the Nigerian Ports Authority, NPA, 
container terminal, Apapa.
The containers came from Europe on 

merchant vessel which 
_______ _■___ ■ t "—t complex, 
icy were full of cartridges for rifles 
id what officials described as "sensi-

identified are now assisting the navy 
in investigating the cache. They are 
said to hold original import docu­
ments belonging to the cache.

Minister throws in towel — Samaila 
Mamman, Minister of Agriculture, 
and before that Trade, has resigned 
from Babangida's cabinet. He ex­
plained that he was resigning to de- 

=□ IN BRIEF ■=
for 150 copies of the book.
The gathering was a com- 

‘ ’ether of all the
"Who’s who" in the north.
Retires

Vice-Chancellor, Univer­
sity of Lesotho, Professor 
Adamu Baikie, retires from 
the Faculty of Education, 
ABU Zaria.
Wedding

Contracted between 
Awwalu, lawyer and son of 
Alhaji Bamanga Tukur, for­
mer civilian governor of

including the alleged leader Major 
Gideon Orkar have been shot.

Major Nuhu Bamalli 
Appointed
Major Nuhu Bamalli, as 
ADC to President 
Babangida. He succeeds 
Lt-Co. U. K. Bello who was 
killed in action in the April 
22 coup attempt 
Launching

Citizen Augpst 27,1990

the year" in Yola. 
Transition i

Died Wednesday, Au­
gust 22, Hajiya Hadiza I 
Mai Babban Daki, mother 
of Emir of Kano, Alhaji 
Ado Bayero, at age 76. 
•Died during the week at a 
Saudi hospital, Dr. Hassan 
Gwarzo, (65), Grand 
Khadi of Kano State.
Sports

Super Eagles beat the 
Togolese national side by 
3 - 0 in the qualifying 
rounds of African Nations 
Cup competition sched­
uled for Senegal in 1992. 
The match was played at 
National Stadium, Surul- 
cre.

Held— Three Nigerian journalist — 
Champion's Tayo Awotunsu, 
Guardian's Krees Imodibie and 
Concord's Frank Igwebueze by Libe­
rian rebel leader Charles Taylor in 
Liberia. They went to Liberia to re­
port on the crisis.

board a merchant vessel which Re-trial ends?— Retrial of 31 coup
berthed at the Apapa Port complex. plotters ordered by the Armed Forces
They were full of cartridges for rifles Ruling Council, AFRC, has ended at 
and what officials described as "sensi- the Brigade of Guards headquarters, 
tive wares". Kofo Abayomi Street, Victoria Is-

Some importers who have not been land. Forty-one other coup plotters

Memoirs of Abubakar 
Imam, an anecdotal biogra­
phy of Dr. Abubakar Imam ing tog( 
compiled by Alhaji Abdur- "WVm'c u 
rahman Mora was launched 
Saturday August 18,1990 at 
Durbar Hotel Banquet Hall.

Dr. Imam, journalist, au­
thor and man of letters, was 
the first indigenous editor 
of Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo. He 
had written many popular 
books. The most well 
known is Magana Jari Ce. 
Others arc Tafiya Mabudin 
Ilmi (Travelling, the Key to Gongola state, and Aishatu 
Knowledge), and Ruwan - 
Bagaja (The Elixir of Life).
Chief launcher at the occa­

sion was Alhaji (Dr.) Aminu 
Dantata who paid N150,000

ECOMOG troops in Liberia — 
Nigeria's action in sending troops 
along v22. ~___ _ Z----- 2--------- ,
Guinea and Gambia is not motivated 
by expansionist desire, President 
Ibrahim Babangida said Monday in 
Lagos.
The motive, he said, as the forces 

group to intervene in the tribal con­
flict in Liberia, is to assist in the res­
toration of law and order. He added 
for good measure that Nigeria has all 
the land it needs. Arms cache — It has been revealed

The peace-keeping force has been that five containers loaded with mdi- 
welcomed by President Samuel Doe tary 'arsenals' worth millions of Naira
and one of the rebel leaders, Prince ’ a<TPn *
Johnson. The other rebel faction led 
by Charles Taylor is viewing the ef­
fort with suspicion and has threat­
ened to deal with the ECOMOG 
forces should they spill any Liberian 
blood. Meanwhiletcn Nigeria" 
nalists have left for Liberia tc 
the conflict.
AU imports for inspection — All 
licences known as Destination In­
spection Licences, DIL, issued to 
some local importers have been 
withdrawn by government follow­
ing widespread abuse against bene­
ficiaries.

The licences are given as conces­
sions to importers to exclude their 
imports from scrutiny of pre-ship- 
ment inspectors until the goods ar-

vote his time to politics. He also ex­
plained that his going into politics 
was not necessarily for elective or ap­
pointive posts but to "ensure that the 
right persons are elected or ap­
pointed into public offices" in the 
Third Republic.
Samaila Mamman was bom in 1945 

at Kurfi, Kastina State. A 1972 eco­
nomics graduate of ABU, Zaria, 
Mamman was the Economic Plan­
ning Commissioner in Kaduna State 
—1984-86. One of the longest serving 
ministers in the cabinet, his depar­
ture is seen as a swift move to avoid 

have been imported by security agents being dropped in the much talked
. ... __n—l- mpa, about cabinet reshuffle. Babangida

has accepted his resignation.

rive Nigeria, but it has been alleged 
“ a that most of the beneficiaries divert
with Ghana, Sierra Leone, these goods to private jetties, thus pos­

sibly avoiding port procedure of as­
sessing the value, duty and legality of 
the goods.

That's not all. It was claimed that 
arms and ammunition might have 
been sneaked into the country by plot­
ters of the April 22 coup attempt some 
of whom held the licences.

hoop*
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the ANC. Buthelezi is someone to

nomic power is being translated intoin his condemnation of all anti-ANC

allowing Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the

ing ECOWAS as the priority foreign

Bilkisu Yusuf

Professor Ibrahim Gambari, 
Nigeria's Permanent Representative

tive and tribal based, whereas the au­
thentic leader of blacks is Nelson

no

exists. All we have heard is talks about 
talks but the absence of a 
constitutional framework is an ob­
stacle to the emergence of an accept­
able political dispensation."

To comment on the foreseen ob- 

Citizen August 27,1990-

communication and high quality of its 
consumer products it will also attract 
the bulk of the trade and investment 
from the western countries. Obviously 
Nigeria has a powerful competitor to 
reckon with. Nigeria must focus on 
developing strong tics with it and the 
role she played in the Namibian Inde­
pendence process should give it a foot­
hold in the south African sub-region." 
Gambari also advocates the strength­
ening of the Economic Commission of 
West African States (ECOWAS) to 
enable members-countries enhance 
trade within their region and with 
other sub-regions. How is this to be 
achieved? "We must put economic 
growth and development at the apex 
of our priority pyramid, and deem­
phasise defence. There is the need to 
identify who the enemy is and what 
threat he poses in order to check col- 
losal revenue that would otherwise be 
spent on defence when no real threat 

. ,  exists.
response from Britain was to consider On the problems of schisms within "Worldwide there is declining sig­
lifting sanctions while several others the black community and the Zulu nificance of military stature as an in- 
have reaffirmed their support for the Inkatha factor, Gambari is vehement dex of a country's status, rather eco-
ranrintini imrraiHm. nf j.;- _r _;i __u nomic power is being translated into

intrigues and tribal adventurism. He political power in the International

scores this." Nigeria's role as a fbre- 
_________ ;. t • ’ • • ’ 5 en­
hanced its status as black Africa's lead- 

.   ing country. With the emergence of a 
range a shabby, sandy foundation for post apartheid South Africa such en- 
the post-apartheid South Africa by ergy should be channelled to develop-
grooming a puppet successor like ing ECOWAS as the priority foreign 
Chief Buthelezi. He is acceptable to policy pursuit, he said.
them because he's a puppet, conserva- Bilkisu Yusuf____________________

Encounter with Professor Ibrahim Gambari
stacles to the emergence of a 

w constitutional framework, Gambari 
at the United Nations breezed into the had this to say. "De Klerk has ap- Mandela. However, De Klerk has _.w 
country recently on an assignment pointed a Law Review Commission option no w but to negotiate with Nel- 
that could pass for diplomatic lectur- which is currently touring different son Mandela, the recognised leader of 
ing. He was a guest lecturer at the parts of the world to study the varying the ANC. Buthelezi is someone to 
faculty of Arts and Social Sciences of dimensions of federalism but the issue watch because the apartheid regime 
the Ahmad u Bello University, Zaria does not begin and end there. For there will continue to use him to create prob­
public lecture series. The title of the to be lasting peace representatives of ]ems, delay the peace process and buy 

~  the people must participate in draw- time.
lign ing up a new constitution. In short you •»- 

, ,  the must have a constituent assembly. De r
competing prescriptions on the evolu- Klerk knows he can not sell a constitu- the only African country with nuclear

'Tost apartheid South Africa will be a 
strong economic and military power,

tion to the whites if it does not ensure power. With the lifting of sanctions,
r _ the preservation of white privileges the economy will recapture its buoy-

another plane closer home where he and the blacks are defining democracy ancy and dominate intra-African
discussed the causes and effects, the as one person, one vote. These are all trade. With its superb infrastructure,
tempo and impact of changes in South 
Africa, and his perception of the 
emerging apartheid Republic.
On the causes of the changes in South 

Africa, Gambari traces them to the 
increasing isolation the racist regime 
has been subjected to through sanc­
tions imposed by many countries and 
the sustained resistance of the op­
pressed blacks to the racist regimes 
obnoxious ideology. The violence and 
unabating blood letting made it clear 
that the cost of maintaining apartheid 
machinery in tact was getting too pro­
hibitive both in terms of lives lost in 
demonstrations and the whopping 
defence budget. De Klerk therefore 
had no option but to yield to these 
pressures to initiate change, lift the 
ban on the African National Congress, 
(ANC) release Nelson Mandela and 
begin a process of negotiation.
These reassuring developments have 

elicited varying responses world Professor Gambari
worldwide: the distinctly premature issues that must be resolved."

On the problems of schisms within
lifting sanctions while several others the black community and the Zulu

continued imposition of sanctions 
until apartheid is completely dis- o  r
mantled. "Any lifting of sanctions now believes that no good will come out of arena. The case of Japan amply undt
will hinder the process of negotiations allowing Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the score? »hi« "
for an apartheid-free South Africa be- leader of Zulu Inkatha and his men to most anti-apartheid crusader has 
cause a constitutional void currently have a field day. De Klerk and his 

c- . apartheid cohorts would prefer to ar-

iecture: "The Significance of Changes 
in Eastern Europe to Nigeria's Foreif 
Policy" was timely in view of Lie

tion of a dynamic foreign policy.
However, Citizen took him up on
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STATE

Lagos 1983-1984.
In 1985 Governor Gwadabe became 

Staff Officer 1 SD/Plans, Directorate

FESTAC in 1977.
From 1976-1977, he was the ADMS 

14 AHQ — MS Bonny Camp. Thereaf-

Lieutenant Colonel Lawan Gwadabe 
hails from Kano but was born and bred 
in Jos on 21stNovember, 1949. He had 
his primary education at the Nigerian 
Army Primary School Jos from 1956— 

1963, after which he attended the 
Government Secondary School, Jos.

His military career began with his 
enrolment at the Nigerian Defence 
Academy in 1970. He passed and ob­
tained the Nigerian Defence Academy 
Certificate of Education (NDACE) in 
1972. Thereafter he was commis­
sioned into Nigerian Army in the same 
year as 2ZLt (in full).

He later attended the following Lt-Colonel lawan Gwadabe
courses: Young Officers Course (YOC) 1977. Captain to Major in 1979, then 
at the Nigerian Army School of Infan- to his present rank Lt. Colonel in 1986. 
try, Jaji in 1973: Battalion Support He was ADC to General Officer Com- 
Weapons Course (Offrs). The Infantry manding 4 Infantry Division between 
School, MHOW-India from February 1974-1975; SCQ 4 Division, Lagos 
to July 1976; Oklahoma State Univer- 1975-1976; and Special Assistant 
sity Stilwater Oklahoma USA from ~ ’
1977 to 1981; Command and Staff Col­
lege, Jaji from 1981 to 1982; Staff In­
telligence Course, MAIC Training ter he became the Academy Adjutant 
School in 1983 and Armour Officers NDA from 1981-1983 and Command­
advance Course in Fort Knox, Ken- ing Officer 245 Recce Brigade Ikeja, 
tucky, USA from 1984 to 1985.
His Professional and Academic quali­

fications include the following:- psc 
1981, BA Military History, MA Pohti- ofArmour Bonny Camp. Laterin 1986, 
cal Science — specializing in Interna- he was appointed Managing Director 
tional Relations and MA History. of Nigerian National Shipping Line —

Governor Gwadabe rose from the the post he held until his present 
rank of Second Lieutenant to Lieuten- appointment as the Military Governor 
ant in 1973. Lieutenant to Captain in of Niger State in December, 1987.
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President Ibrahim Babangida Governor Lawan Gwadabe

on the occasion of the fifth year anniversary of his leadership 
today August 27th, 1990.
May Allah continue to bestow you with abundant wisdom, 

courage and determination to rule Nigeria positively.

Long Live Niger State
Long Live the Federal Republic of Nigeria

Signed
Lt. Col. Lawan Gwadabe
Military Governor of Niger State.

felicitation
I Lf. Col. Lawan Gwadabe psc, fss, on behalf of the people 

and government of Niger State warmly join the teeming 
millions of Nigerians at home and abroad in congratulating 
our First Citizen and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria General Ibrahim B. 
Babangida, CFR, fss, mni,
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Lawan Gwadahc awarded a contract for 
the construction of a modern nbbatoir 
and commissioned an ultra-modern I 
veterinary clinic in Minna. Over I 
N85.000 worth of drugs and vacines I 
were procured for the general improve- I 
meat of livestock health. I
In the are of grazing reserves, the sum I 

ofN32,000 was spent on a five hectare I 
land for postural development and four I 
hectares for fodder eoods multiplication. I 
FORESTRY;

WITH the present administration’s I 
commitment to arresting deccrtifica- I 
tion in the state, the forestry cubocctor I 
has encompassed the development of I 
forest resources, wild life, and game I 
reserves, pulpwood plantation and ruis- I 
ingof assorted ccodlingo for distribution I 
to the general pubha 1
To this end, about 1.5 million tree need- | 

i the lings wore distributed to members of the I 
n«h public free of charge. Tho Jebba paper I 

i mills obtains a substantial part of its I 
raw materials (Gmalina pulpwood) I 

the hectare forest plantation in I 
Kudu village. I

national directorate of I 
empi^yment AGRICUL- I 
TTMn PDOGRAMLIE I

thi' p52r°"nio- • total or iso I 
cultural

^<vi.nn °Dd ^aa^L0 institutes. I 
menS be°°r‘ci<™» wore giVCn implo- /

and natural resources
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SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE
and starch/ghicoae production project 
has alco received government attention. 
The project, which will bo executed in 
one phase will consist of the farm corvi co 
centre, silo plant, Etarch/ghicose factory 
and ancillary facilities which will be 
located at the agro-industrial estate.

The project in expected to cost about 
N164 million. Already 2,500 hectares of 
land, required for the cultivation of 
cassava and maize has been acquired. 
The project will bo incorporated as a 
limited liability company with the Niger 
state government bolding 25% of the

the Niger Sack Company located in 
Kontagora. The factory initially in­
tended to "have a capacity of 13 million 
sacks per annum was later scaled down 
to 7 million sacks per annum, to cope 
with the dwindling finances of the state. 
Thio scaling down of the productive ca­
pacity han also scaled down the cost 
from N52 million of N16 million. After 
being abandoned for yearn, the technical 
partners have boon remobilized and the 
project is expected to take-off coon.
The Chnnchnga Clay Products Limited 

is another problem project located in the

the sum of N1,400 and N2.000 each for 
school leavers and graduatafaon-gradu- 
ates respectively.
THE firet moozuro taken with regards 

to the state’s industrial development 
was the creation of industrial estates/ 
layouts in all tho local government areas 
of tho state. Thio project cost the state 
the sum of N887,878.00 in the forms of 
land compensation and NEPA distribu­
tion.
On his assumption of office in 1987, Lt. 

Col. Lawan Gwadabc, reorganized the 
Niger state small-ccalo credit scheme 
and backed it up with an edict. He then 
went ahead to appoint a ten member 

"oment committee.
> government also released 
>f N336.000 through the

loan manage!
The ctatc ( 

the sum of 
scheme for 25 participants, whose proj­
ects had been approved by the Nigeria 
Bank for Commerce and Industry 
(NBC). While come of the companies 
embarking on the projects have already 
received thoir cheques, othern have 
signed their loan agreements and aro 
now awaiting the loans.

Furthermore, tho governor approved 
the release of tho cum of N200,0000 
through tho cchcmo, to bail out come 
participants who had not boon ablo to 
mu ctor tho required working capital, 
before enjoying tho loans. Thio cum io 
now an additional lean granted to thorn.
Mr. Governor farther directed that tho 

loan manngomont committee gut loans 
from cemmorcial and development 
banka, to farther boost the industrial 
drive of tho state. Already budgetary 
allocations has incroacod from N3 mil­
lice to N5 million, and it io envisaged 
that very coon, tho budgetary nlloca- 
tbns would bo eblo to take care of the 
425 applications, whose projects total 
NO million.

Lt. Col. Gwodabe also awarded a con­
tract to Mocoro Ceraco Company of 
Enugu for tho construction, installa­
tion, and enrr-Manning of a mecha­
nized pottery plant at tho Dr. Lodi 
Kwali Pottery Centro in Suloja. The 
project h estimated to cost N500,000.00. 
It is aimed at introducing a now method 
of production known as “Jigger and Jol­
ley* which is to complement the existing 
system of “throwing wheel". This is 
expected to boost the productive capac­
ity by 400%, and already the govern­
ment has made an advance payment of 
N140,000.00. A committee has also been 
cut up to leek into the problems of the 
centre with a view to finding solutions to 
them.

The Niger Agro-Industrial farming

Lt-Cclozml lawan Gvmdnbo tnrricn water from a boreholo nt rTngnrnn 
after commissioning ccromony

equity structure while private investors 
and technical partners hold 35% and 
30% respectively.

The Sunti sugar company which is a 
joint venture between the state and 
federal governments currently pro­
duces sugar cane on a 500 hectares farm 
and the products are sent to Bacita 
sugar company for procession. The 
company intends expanding its farm to 
produce 200 hectares more of sugar 
cane.
Another proposed sugar venture is the 

“Role Agro mini sugar* which is to be 
jointly floated by the state government 
and the NJ4JJ.C. The project io esti­
mated to coot N34 million and would be 
located around Sunti. On completion it 
io expected to produce after 20,000 ton­
nes of granulated sugar annually.
One project that has suffered from the 

perennial lack of funds in the state, is

state. Of recent the factory has been 
bedevilled by a number of problems 
that include the deteriorating condi­
tions of its machines. In an effort to 
sustain the company, the state govern­
ment advanced a soft loan of 100,000 
Naira to it, to purchase spare-parts, a 
committee has been set-up, to look 
farther into the problems of the com­
pany. The NTDB is also undertaking a 
similar study. The shareholders have 
agreed to put in more funds for the 
rehabilitation of the company. It is 
expected that the drying chambers of 
the factory would be remodelled, while 
the machines would be overhauled and 
two compressors would be produced. 
When all those are put in place, it in 
expected that the factory would run at 
fall capacity.

Another factory receiving serious at­
tention from this administration is the



n

NIGER STATESt8^!
MiO^’ s^“ &“:~- 

I /*ctort*n t^.Pn>Joc^Jj.lfl C*U 8DVcrn^7 vena“" to ***11 tremendous educational and mfrastruc- j
08 h«v* i®U^he,®tSU- ft10^ ofhS“t’fooao«ic and Soda] turn! development in the date, its low / 

£?«• S^ fc^CMCON). m>d „™nuob.«, notwithstanding. I 
aSScfc*‘°»^°°0,Plel2h?' ^*UW^PreSP«“°‘ C“”'a «” A, • remit of the deplorable situation I 

1VKi“«>lvSfc^’fiwofdWe-Itu in the educational eeetor. Governor / 
/ n^’Hoftoi4- GwT??8^ n°° cDm^?Z.e10n-«DuVprivatiM- Gwadabe’a administration drew up a /
/ ■?^*ctiv’e]y ’°°0Ko. Federd cS?aaIi“tion exercise of rationalisation programme and merged /
I J?** th. J3oX^ *be baa a]1?^ernfaent- schools that fell short of requisite facili- I
' . nt*, ft govo^*^ f0^ On the vi«?f **** feasibility re- ties, like staffing and otudont enrol- /

^Uld „e*p°ckd?l ^ilh th^^^nt pr°Jocta in th????^7 of the following meat About 38 unviobto cchools wore / 
their Pnjjec^^fate th thc«e 8°°t’ “boe WorU*^ ;,“°ya * “Kk, detz,r- merged with the moro viable ones in /

I ZL lhe con, .J^Pa- a^° indujt • tannery, and an order to conserve rocourceo and create a /
/ .l 0 "tau k t,0° of .. tP1® Mionr Q?°?P~X‘ n“rc conducive learning and teaching /
/ J* Kiiru °? Woq fe a mib«M^° SuPP>y Company atmosphere. /
/ S’nie«tic /£ ha* at?*^ •w.^ . ^Dt Co®n<nv !'dj“? of the Develop- In view of the fact that about one / 
/ ^Wara nnJI'do fair k^0^ ThT*0^ °^c° complex “pleted its shopping/ hundred poet-primary institutions were / 

b°tWoeo Sal°ibt ah**4180 ^npleted 8i*°t WanboU8ca forced to share prcmices along with / 
| , wadabe’. °cbievp_?at<!8 is . *oto> rt]y aft<.r .v ^d commissioned primary schools, a contract worth N77.3 
I farther ba n°Ot of n°otber Wan Gwntffliw,a^u“ption of Lt-Col. million was awarded to Bouyguca Con- / 
/ th. a-_° tr»dn c? Gol. 6 an Nlo milling t,raina worth mors struction Company for the construction /
/ ^hasn0rf^^twite5000^ hn^ baa »k^n°rD with »«,_ ®re ^^aaed from of twenty junior secondary txhoola, 7 / 
/ P^aue^ been 5, th£Od* hcir Pnxiuctiv. **“ °f Garaging new boarding schools and the expansion / /^tookin the °^n°fit tn 8tal®8. wastages in grains of ten existing institutions. /

/ ^Gfini o?T*ard *nd J?® a/rival of Govern n . Two othcr CODtrBets worc dco awarded /
i C0Afp4JpXTE n^?8tingj» c®tate "^^csaed the cflt,1k^Vr Gwadabe also for the construction of Technical Educa- 

f a state tion, Minna at a coot ofN4.4 million and I 
SPVen, P1®NT «SS „itl"Brtk Limited) primmy „hool action of the Hill-Tpp /

fk-_ ®°us ark;/njI1Cnt ^ah’on. TX. k_ . capital of N10 Model School, Minna at a coat ofN6 mil- I
lion. /
Phase I, of the Hill-Top Model School I 

has been completed and furaishod with / 
the most modem educational aids to the / 
tune ofN2.7 million while anotherN1.3 /

1 on 
-.-.It is 

’ on-gouig privatise-

-------
■^rt. _ .r*° comnletfwi __

^'h i. i SuPP'y Company

_7~ ‘Pinplex r-„?l'ledlt« •hopping/

"t?^08’ Wastages in grains <

Gw*d*1” *'~
1?“• svv, “WPAtElVT B-^’tiSd)

S'^-’ESS; giJsssisTst. / furv^ **8 ^tivaf^^aing tin„ 1 *llld fouadation for o[8taff room firrmtures purchased at a
/ th^’°n^ bora •• “lament of the - eAjCa’ of N4 miJ,J0n have bcen ™ pplied to
/ -■! at? “"^tp S^ „„ taction, that wcre in „f
/ Oth° P,X>Joct brougbt tkT1 U •itua<SC8t“na, 8yBtem was in “Ute Bovernment has also /
^CrtO^^dtLtfil0Si^>CO,,t r^n’aadon^-tborWS1i:”8,{8 pIaoedo^™ far the procurement of 12 

sMs?fS= ——i

1



28

i

im eaucawoDBi —- —
situation, and only a thorough reorgani-

ttizen August 27,1990

SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE

2 
4

.nun.; vuv assumption of Lt-CoE 
Lawan Gwadabe. Grain*

Company Limited. The state gover
• ’ of 625,200.1

while the NIDB is processing loan furiti- 
ties with the Union Bank in Minna

Other private project* where the state 
government ha* interests, but whose 
factories have not been completed be­
cause of dwindling finance* are Tomi- 
uyi Ltd, GIC and Associates, and Ro- 
li*co Nigeria Ltd. Gwadabe ordered the — .
payment of207,000 Naira, 130,00 Nair* project* in the atate: soya -:

ahoroe in the company. With these pay­
ment*, it i* expected that these compa­
nies would accelerate the completion of 
their project*.

TRADE FAIRS
The state ha* won merit award* in all 

the fairs it ha* attended. The joiht 
domestic trade fair between Sokoto, 
Kwara and Niger states is i 
remarkable achievement of L.  
Gwadabe's tenure. The trade fair ha* 
further sealed the economic bonds al­
ready existing between the three state*. 
It has no doubt been of benefit to entere- 
prenuen within the state and the state 
is looking forward to hosting it next. 
NIGER STATE DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANYi

The state

their productive i” S™"1*

'rhe uriwl of Governor Cwodobe olio 
wimoued the cuhliihment of. "W* 
owned bankllnt - - 
in 1968 with • ...— -r—■ - 
million. The bonk which h« Ho J>“d' 
quortero in the 1UU eopitol olw hu o

EDUCATION  .
For any loeiety to moke meaning-, 

projreoo in thio modern oje, there m -------

" ■b.doeidodto ““tIMmillion h.ve boon oupi 
• the educa- 01 jjw, c

respectively representing government gent, shoe work* and tannery, and an 
-v——s- »k. w:.v ok-------- a indujtrial complex.

Th. Ni,r Suu Soprtr Comp^

Minn* Pharmaceutical and n.
”-"1 •»_ . SuTS>cal showed the existence ofgold and talc in aation would have made tho system I

ment released the sum g'ir’iZ-- commercial quantities. vibrant.Nairn as part payment for ft* Ik. J? - Development Company also For the past two years, there ha* boon
Other shareholders hare othn ®“uH*ocy services to both the tremendous educational and infrastnic--a.-wmnl..------- state government, Economic and Social tural development in thn ntnto itj Ipy I

Council of Niger State (ESCON), and revenue bane notwithstanding.’
Industrial Development Council on A* a result of the deplorable situation 
industrial project* free of charge. It i* in the educational sector, Governor 
*l*o involved in the on-going privati**- Gwadabe’e administration drew up a 
tionjmd commercialisation exercise of rationalisation programme and merged 

’**-----mxst. achool* that fell short of requisite facili-
pleted feasibility re- ties, like staffing and student onrol-

' ” —moot About 38 unviabh cchoola wore 
merged with tho more viablo ones in 
order to conserve resources and create a 
more conducive learning and inching

ine niger qmw ~-rrv . atmosphere.which is a subsidiary of the Develop- In view of the fact that about one 
meat Company completed its shopping/ hundred poet-primary institutions were
office complex. Two giant warehouses forced to share premises along with 
were also completed and commissioned primary schools, a contract worth N77.3
■hortly alter the assumption of Lt-Col. million was awarded to Bouyguca Con-

uodT' ^wan Gwndabe. Grains worth more struction Company for the construction 
other than ^10 million were purchased from of twenty junior secondary schools, 7

.: yoE farmers with the aim of e ncouraging new boarding schools and the expansion
---- *- »r«in* of ten existing institutions.Two other contracts wore also awarded | 

for the construction of Technical Educa- 1 
C8KUU..U...  tion, Minna at a cost of N4.4 million and

Inter-City Bank Limited) primary school section of the Hill-Top 
a share capital of N10 Model School, Minna at a cost of N6 mil-

—k haa its head- bon.• government ha* remrrUt C\ P*1**of tbo Mo3cl Sc^001
I tremendous achievement* nJi 1)rancb in Lago*. ha* boon completed and furnished with
I the area of establishing small sell & j MINISTRY OF EDUCATION the most modem educational aids to the
I medium scale industrial venture*6 Md ^*or aociety to ma^e n^aningful tune ofN2.7 million while another N1.3 
I During the period under revi^ fJ, Pro?reM in this modern age, there is the million has been spent on tho provision 
I former Federal Government * -j Provi^c *°und and qualitative of water, electricity and ncceca roads.
I Nigerian Grain* Board at Bada/w?0^ ^“cation. It is with this objective in 27,000 seta of classroom and 1,111 cot* 
I purchased by the state govern^ 7*" governor Gwadabe decided to of staff room furnitures purchased at a
I the cost of N7.5 million and a ^oun<^t“n f°r the educa- cost of N4 million have been supplied to
I the Badeggi Rice Proccsainjr M'n'^n advancemcnt of the state. irutitutions that were in dire need of 
I mill was cultivated, provided with ®efore his coming to the state in 1S87, them. The state government has also
I functional bore hole and m e<hJcati°n*l «y>tem was in a crisis placed orders for the procurement of 12
I the national grid which brougM the ' "*" "" reors*ni- electrical generating plants at tho coot

I pn^ u ,bo“‘ NI° °"

Sii^"o,°ooM“'yfor,h'ir
I production of dour, ,nd |mn.
I d^*“PMdv<^rt^Jcoi|wou|dcott01e
I •U" ““ of N6 “Mee. I 960jW0 Md Nt re>pec 

d^^5fc?°r0®“’UC“1-C’e-

feet and the firn phase of that report
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wadabe

lger State,
—leral Republic of Nigeria'.

Signed
Mrs H*iratu G

felicitation
As the whole world congratulates Mr. President, General 

Ibrahim B. Babangida, CFR fss, mni, on the occasion of .the 
celebration of his 5th anniversary in office, the chairperson 
of the Niger State Better-Life Committee Mrs Hairatu 
Gwadabe, wishes to use this occasion to identify herself 
with the rare courage, absolute loyalty and sincere advice 
which the first lady has been demonstrating since this 
administration came into being five years ago.

^on8 Live jsjir- -
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efforttoupliftt^ ^‘•'■putoflhe „Thc Bovemmenl ha. •J*"*" ‘ °* 

LXX'"*' XX.°£ civil
servants requiring medical lencce ore 
"rovidod the Ionone free and only P»X for

B frames.
Finally, it ia the intention of the minin- 

ijy to continue purchasing drugu for all 
our hospitals for a healthier cocisty.

ministry of home affairs, 
INFORMATION and culture 
THE ultimate aim of any government 

ia to close up the gap that cjueta between 
her and the populace that czicto at the 
graasroot. To achieve thia goal, the gov-

network «‘®f 1»3' pro8'

*T!aa ' work is atob^'
■“^w >>c3!tb

■«r—“te “‘XorW-

ho’,."."1* which it di1-1” Bc^^for

■&!*. blood bto» 5nOfl- the I®= BSS? Wr. ® msw 
orcas to impn>vc thoCf the ‘rolcjj 

^^tions. The extension ^gvnnced 
Hospital io ot ® -t 866»®^ 

’xpcctcd to action of

, J SSS5 
_ 'quarters ia in progro*  ■ ,. the 

completed soon, these wo and 
8°vernment N487,426-2

Sovommom parton, for nwdicw i* 
“Mol ia currently P»"S °"nd.d funds 
. The ministry hao al co exp°n ft_ctor0 
“fte training nnd rrtr"”1.”^, school 

other health perron nel. Th 
?f Health Technology Minna io 
^proved in thio regard and already

w • ^60 «c**

WWSBfet 
teSSr-3 E-'~SS ?SS ^giJss^Xi s~saa«..M‘,‘

xion work00 -—ting faah- o«rv«n"~- ™ lofU-_,.. iKbocl* wiih bc^jumi, 515, IS^N^^iy;"'’' 
•* S'bool. Ing health a.^“ "i ,‘n

jsr.-sJ-----' ESr.£Sw: 
^jss-tses:
coflJF*4*0 x 1
ata1®- the commitment of the present c
1° *. ;n’tration to educational develop- o. ^uiprcnensive henbk---- ’•nc»tatu0

ftdin. han not only motivated atudente cost the government 2n? T>^
inCf teochcro alike towards school work, All these projccta are airrJJ00’00 Naira- Pro\ 
“t X.nl~r-.wd.cned public totcr. th« gn.l of hoXf.VX™8 “>■>

, in eduction. year 2000. “r all by lhe
°The wild educational foundation laid Two hoaplu], that haw. ...
. the administration of Governor d comment, from the *101
Zyndabe be led to marked improve- one. at Mokw. ,nd K.™ **“ 
^nnt in the 1987 GCEWASC nmulU. now to be reeon«nictfe'a>?7N?> 
Niger Stole which w«i formerly re- million and N230 000 * ?™3'9 
gwded o. lackwutl educationally ia Communication nX^lT'^’t.
now making tremendous headway In health inatitutiona ia ,S> X!!"” 

| the education of it. dtizena. i^To thia ", XXnV'hX
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ECOMOG troups move in

Mahmud J eg a

IN BRIEF

. I Bbhop Ttrta thocpieod.-..

AFRICA
Liberia

___re-------- 1
ZanbU—- co ckJI date for Kaunda 
Kcvreth Kaunda hcs bam pad-

d«U <rf Zambia rinot indepatidcncc 
In 1944 and b ona of the longest emv- 
las kedcra ti Africa. Ha ato has no 
pJm to milt prezldcni Kaunda caid 
ihbwdt In laaata tte» wi“ ma^ycaapijnogntartthaiduiof .

to replace Sw cola nfc 
cdthaUcltodt^iiidlndcpsidcna? . 
Party in next yca/o rcfaendum. Mr. 
fetada, eAO recently , survived i 
■t»up tonpl ltd by a {unlor army 
effiey, added has no f>ta>a W 
qujt th? pudency. " ■
JUtya— jmUin$out cf Ute UN?

libyo'r. revolutionary leader- 
Miamraar Qaddafi thre-'.teaed thb 
iwek n> pdJ Libya oul of iho United 
Ptafotu unto the world body con- 
(ItotoUS military  build-up in the L 
^^Cteba-.^thsUNbto- 
CHtzen August 27,1990

pable of maintaining world peace,* 
Colonel Qaddafi paid, “then there Is 
no reason to remain a member of it * 
UK God on Tutu'o side?

Nobel peace prize-winning Arch­
bishop Desmond Tutu' p presence in a 
South African Airways Boeing 747 
jumbo-jet flight from London to 
Johannesburg may have saved it 
from a fata! crash. Flight SA 239 hit a 
flock of geese minutes after it took off 
from London's Heathrow Airport, 
and was forced to return to the air­
port after tha jet's tail was scorched. 
Mr. Phil Untcrhon^ regional man­
ager of the South African Airways 
told reporters, "I do not know 
whether ft was divine intervention 
because the Archbishop was on 
board, but the pilot's reactions were 
very quick." Archbishop Tutu and 
3(X) other passengers were not hurt In

mission in jeopardy, ECOMOG tried 
to engage Mr. Taylor in discussions, 
urging him to travel to Banjul and meet 
with President Dauda Jawara of the 
Gambia, current chairman of 
ECOWAS. Mr Taylor reluctantly 
agreed to the meeting, but then failed 
to turn up in Banjul, claiming he had 
been injured in a motor accident.

With the NPFL not co-operating, 
ECOMOG planned to sneak into 
Monrovia through the city's port, 
which is controlled by Prince 
Johnson's, forces. There was panic at 
the ECOMOG camp when Taylor's 
spokesman Tom Woewiyu an­
nounced the death of Prince Johnson 
in a NLFL ambush. The story turned 
out to be false, and early this week, 
ECOMOG troops left their camps in 
Freetown and boarded ships headed 
for Liberia. What will happen when 
they arrive there may yet compound 
the country's agony at least fora while, 
unless Taylor joins the other factions in 
accepting ECOMOG's mediatory role.

however now seem to belong to Char­
les Taylor, whose National Patriotic 
Front rebels control most of the coun­
try, and whose forces are by far the 
strongest of the three faction's armies. 
Mr. Taylor has not refused to accept an 
ECOWAS-brokered ceasefire, but he 
has vowed to fight any ECOMOG 
troops who set foot in Liberia. His 
reason for adopting this belligerent 
position is that the composition of 
ECOMOG troops has compromised its 
neutrality in the Liberian conflict. In 
particular the NPFL does not trust the 
motives of Nigeria and Guinea, who 
together contributed about half of the 
forces. President Babangida of Nigeria 
has been accused of being a good 
friend of Samuel Doe and has even 
funded the Babangida School of Post­
graduate Studies in Monrovia, where 
Doe is a "graduate" student. The Nige­
rian president and his Guinean 
counterpart were also alleged by the 
NPFL to have sent shiploads of arms to 
aid the regime of Samuel Doe during 
the current civil war.

With its credibility tarnished and its

The political quagmire in Liberia 
threatens to worsen, not improve, 
with the arrival in the country this 
week of the 3,000-strong ECOWAS 
monitoring group (ECOMOG). The 
troops had been cooling their heels in 
Freetown for the past two weeks, wait­
ing for orders from its Ghanaian com­
mander, Lt General Arnold Quainoo, 
to move into war-tom Liberia. But the 
general had been reluctant to issue the 
order until the three warring factions 
in the 9-month old civil war accepted a 
ceasefire, which the ECOMOG will 
then enforce. The West African force 
will then set up a transitional admini­
stration in the country and organise 
general elections in which all parties 
will take part.
It proved impossible, however, to get 

all parties to agree on a ceasefire. Presi­
dent Samuel Doe's "regime", whose 
authority does not now extend beyond 
the fortified grounds of the Executive 
Mansion, has accepted the ceasefire 
proposal, as has Prince Johnson, 
leader of a brcak-away rebel faction. 
The most authoritative voice in Liberia
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Deadlock is broken

viet Foreign Minister Eduard

Even as the Germans won this one,

Mahmud Jega

Citizen August 27,1990

WORLD
Germany

West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl 

Shevadnanze flew into Paris directly

dley, launched a blistering attack 
against the west Germans, accusing 
than of seeking to dominate Europe

eminent is known to abhor. Mr. Ri­
dley, in a magazine interview, said the 
single market idea was a “German 
racket* for the total domination of Eu­
rope. When Bonn protested, Mrs. 
Thatcher said lamely that Mr. Ridley 
did not speak for her government in 
the matter. In the end, however, he 
was forced to resign, from Mrs. 
Thatcher's cabinet.

Despite Mr. Ridley's exit, there is no 
doubt he spoke for many Europeans in 
his antipathy towards the Germans, 
who are expected to become more 
powerful than ever after their reunion. 
West Germany already has the forth 
largest economy in the world after the 
two superpowers and Japan. On July 
1, this year, the German economic and 
currency union went into effect, thus 
absorbing the second largest COME­
CON economy, into the west German 
steamroller. This leaves France and 
Britain, Germany's main rivals, farther 
behind than ever. The efficiency of the 
German Machine goes far beyond eco­
nomics. The West German national 
football team, dubbed the Teutonic 
Tanks' by awed spectators, recently 
won the coveted World Cup on the 
strength of just this efficiency. The Ecri 
Germans, of course, are the regular 
'gold miners* of Olympic Games.

The Germans often misapply thdr 
national efficiency, ns testified to by 
the Prussian wars, the Kaiser's war, 
and the Nazi's war. The Poles are par­
ticularly anxious over the re-concr- 
gence of German power. After coms 
initial disagreements, Polish Foreign 
minister Christou Stubwekki aed 
West German Foreign Minister Herts 
Dietrich Genscher finally egreed in 
Paris on a formula to ccttle th±r 

now proraso to 
with Poland

ter they reunite. The farad rcraira b 
now all but certain to Ute pfaco ta 
December.

COME October 3 the unification of President evacuated to Stravtopol, in 
the two Germanys which looked like a Southern Russia, where the talks con- 
pipe dream (even as the Balin Wall tinued. It is believed that the West 
came crashing last year) will be com- Germans offered Moscow generous 
plete. At first the Russians had ob- economic rewards if it dropped its
jectad to a united Germany being a objections. Asked about this powibil-
member of NATO instead of being ity, Chancellor Kohl deadpanned,
neutral. When the obstacle was re- saying it was impolite to suggest that
moved, it was soon replaced by that of he bribed the Soviets. Whatever the 
the East Germans themselves being truth of the matter is, Mr. Gorbachev 
divided as to the date for unification, emerged from the talks to declare that 
This was finally resolved a few days the Soviet had dropped their objec- 
ago when they voted for October 3 as tions. The very next day July 16th So- 
the date for unification. ” ----- BJ"‘*
The break in the first deadlock came 

24 hours before the formal resumption 
ofthe Two plus four* talks in Paris on 
July 16th. Some days before the talks 
were scheduled to resume, Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of West Germany had 
flown to Moscow for talks with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. The 
German Chancellor hoped to per­
suade Mr. Gorbachev to drop Soviet 
objections to the incorporation of a fu­
ture united Germany into the western 
military alliance, NATO. The Soviets 
had only grudgingly agreed eariia in 
the year to the idea of the two Germa­
ny's reuniting after a forced separation 
of 45 years. The two plus four talks, in­
volving the two Germanys and the 
four victorious allies of World War 
Two, ie the USA, Britain, France and 
the Soviet Union, were meant to clear 
all legal, political and military ob­
stacles to the German reunion.

The Soviets, however, citing na­
tional security concerns, insisted that a 
unified Germany must either remain 
neutral or belong rimultaneously to 
the western and eastern military blocs, from Stavtopol and formally dropped
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, respec- the Soviet objections.
tivoiy. Western leaders, however, in- E»c« u um; kxuumiu) nv«> wuw r 

listed that a unified Germany be al- there were further clouds on the hori- Pute- Tte Germ^nf, 
lowed to chooae its military alliances, zon when the British Secretary of state sign a treaty withPc 
since in all probability it will choose to for Trade and Industry, Nicholas Ri- 
join NATO. A deadlock thereby re- ....................................
cubed at the talks, which chancellor 
Kohl set out to break

After two days of talks in Moscow, through the proposed European
the German Chancellor and the Soviet single market which the British gov-
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Poisonous animals and plants

By Mahmud Jega

Citizen August 27,1990

Tetraodon. Leatherback And hawksbill 
turtles, If eaten, cause nausea, vomit­
ing, and diarrhoea. Many whelks, 
snakes clams and mussels, when 
eaten, also cause nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhoea and impaired vision. The 
marine dinoflagellates Gonyaulax and

the water blueish-green. They secrete 
a toxin which kills fish, causes convul­
sions in cattle that drink the water, and 
also causes inflammation of intestinal 
tissues in humans.
Why do animals and plants produce 

so many poisons? One of the principal 
reasons is for acquiring food; snakes, 
for instance, strike their prey to death 
and then swallow them. Another rea­
son is for defence; when a beehive is

with it. And lastly, some of these poi­
sons in fact play vital roles in the bod­
ily function of their producers, but are= 
poisons to others who may eat them. 
The lesson, then, is to avoid them all.

Poisonous animals and plants have 
gained notoriety in popular proverbs, 
tables and legend. Local songs are 
cynically composed in their praise. 
Legend all too often exaggerates the 
danger posed to humans by some 
plants and animals by way of poison­
ous secretions, but it is true that many 
more potentially dangerous ones go 
unrecognised and may be responsible 
for many more illnesses and deaths 
than is realised. Poisons produced by 
these organisms, if ingested, injected, 
absorbed or applied to the body of a 
human, even in small quantities, may 
cause damage to a body structure, 
impair\ function, or cause death. 
These biotoxins, as they are called, are 
very diverse in chemical nature and 
effect

The best known poisonous animals 
are usually those that inflict a sting or 
a bite. Snakes are well known and 
much feared for this, although many 
species of them are harmless. The 
most poisonous ones in Nigeria are the 
adders Bitts, the green Mamba Den- 
droaspis, the Egyptian cobra, Naja and 
the Viper Echis. Snake poisons vari­
ously coagulate the blood, destroy tis­
sues, cause haemorrhages, cardiac 
failure, respiratory problems and, so 
often, death. Equally notorious are the 
scorpions, whose stings are shatp and 
painful. They inject into their victims 
various neorotoxines, cardiotoxins 
and hemolytic poisons which cause 
sweating, swelling, muscular twitch­
ing, and convulsions. Some North 
African scorpions are known to sting 
humans to death.

Another notorious group are some 
insects. The Honeybee Apis injects into 
its victim several neurotoxins and 
henolytic Poisons which cause acute 
local pain, itching and swelling. It is 
calculated that 500 bee stings over a 
short time period will provide the le­
thal dosage for a human, and can 
happen if one is attacked by a swarm of 
bees. Some wasps, hornets, ants and 
the bumblebee Bumpus are also ven­
omous and inflict sharp burning pain. 
Some spiders are also dangerous; the

black widow spider ha trod ectus pro­
duces a neurotoxin which can cause 
localised swelling, cramping pain, 
nausea and sweating. The largest of all 
spiders, the tarantula of Mexico, is 
very venomous.

Coming to the higher animals, the 
only venomous lizard in the world is 
the Gila monster of America, whose 
bite can result in cardiac failure and 
death. In the sea, some octopuses se­
crete chephalotoxin, a neuromuscular 
poison which, when injected, causes 
sharp pain, difficulty of speech, and 
paralysis. One of the most venomous 
animals in-the sea is the sea wasp Chi- 
romex; a human diver stung by it may 
suffer circulatory difficulties and may 
die.
Crinotoxic animals are those animals 

that do not have a stinging apparatus, 
but instead release their poisons 
through pores in the body, Millipedes, 
for example, squirt distasteful fluid, 
and tick bites may cause swells, pain 
and muscle cramps. Some toads, such 
as the local species Bufo, produce a skin 
secretion which causes skin irritation 
if handled by a human, or nausea and so often overtake ponds and discolour 
vomiting if swallowed. The most ------- l—v.—:_t----------
dangerous frogs however are the dart­
poison frogs Dendrobates of central 
America, whose skin secretion is used 
by the Indians to poison their arrows. 
In Nigeria, blister beetles are well 
known, for they secrete through pores 
in the body a chemical known as can­
tharidin. No pain is immediately felt 
upon contact with a blister beetle, but 
after 8 to 10 hours, large blisters de­
velop on the victim's skin. Swallowing disturbed, the bees will respond with
a blister beetle may cause gastroenteri- all the stings at their disposal. Ako, 
tis and kidney damage. some poisons are released in pursuit oF
Among animals dangerous to eat are competition in the environment. The 

many shore crabs, some sharks, and secretions by blue-green algae in a 
fishes such as the moray eel, the pond of stagnant water is directed 
triggerfish Batistes and the puffer against other algae in competition

Gymnodinium, which cause "red tides" 
in the sea whei\they are blooming, also 
secrete saxitoxin. This poisons shell­
fish that feed on them, and humans 
feeding on the shellfish will suffer 
dizziness, hupersalivation and intense 
thirst.
Biotoxins are also produced by many 

species of bacteria, algae, fungi and 
protozoans. For example, the 
bacterium Clostridium tetani, causative 
germ of tetanus, secretes tetano- 
spamin, a dangerous protein. The 
causative germ of bacillary dysentery, 
shigella dysenteriae, secretes a neuro­
toxin, as does Vibrio Cholarae, the 
germ that causes cholera.

Some types of fungi are used by 
humans to make soup, but many spe­
cies of mushrooms and toadstools are 
poisonous. The ergot claviceps, for 
exam pie, causes ergot poisoning when 
eaten, while Aspergillus may cause 
aspergillosis. The poison muscarin 
produced by some mushrooms may 
cause severe stomach upsets.
Also to be avoided are the blue-green 

algae such as Microcystis, which ever
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Mohammed, delivered a paper on the asking, "How can you scrap the foun- Alhaji Lateef Jakande will be the guert
"MaH/tnal Hnh* inri VsslUI- HaHnn nt a building?" jrw’akpr The chairman of the Occasion

Colonel Abdullahi Sarki Mukhtar, in is Chief Mobolaji Bank Anthony, 
his own speech before he launched the Mahmud Jega

21A1-1- 1^1)11 NA

uiSL-b— Kaduna alate governor CoL A. S. Mukhtar launching the magazine 

magazine, noted with regret that even 
while Nigerians ncar-umversally con­
demn the proliferation of junk 
magazines, they continue to patronise 
and read them avidly, thereby pro­
moting their success. As for the more 
serious magazines and newspapers, 
Colonel Mukhtar noted that intense 
competition among them drives them 
to "fish in troubled waters" and report 
as "scoops" what are actually "bank­
rupt" stories dressed in fine prose.

After the magazine was launched,
Law« Yusuf Saulawa bought 50 

copies for N25,000 on behalf of the 
Katsina state government. Colonel 
Sarki Mukhtar, who had not bought 
any copies at the time he launched the 
magazine, explained that he was wait­
ing to follow Katsina's example, in line 
with the assets sharing formula be­
tween the two states handed down by 

' mat ingicrraio the presidency upon their separation
act patriotically and sell their proper- in 1987. He then bought 25 copies for 

.— M25/XJ0. Several other dignitaries on 
behalf of themselves and their organi- 

. . w sations also purchased copies of the
debt,^ and be repaid in naira. The Dan first regular edition of Citizen.

Yu’uf, fonner jnspec- he admitted the difficulties it has in Lagos on Friday, August 31st at the 
caused to Nigerians. But he con- ” ’ ’ 
demned calls by many Nigerians for 
the scrapping of SAP, rhetorically

Nigeria's newest weekly news­
magazine, Citizen, published by 
Kaduna based Citizen Communica­
tions Limited, was formally launched 
in the morning of Monday, August 
20th, at the Lugard Hall in Kaduna by 
the Military Governor of Kaduna 
State, Colonel Abdullahi Sarki 
Mukhtar. The magazine will also be 
launched in Lagos on August 31 st.The 
chairman at the occasion was retired 
Major-General Hassan Usman, Ciro­
man Katsina. The guest speaker was 
Alhaji Aliko Mohammed, Dan lyan 
Misau.

Dignitaries from all walks of life 
graced the occasion. They included 
Alhaji Shehu Musa, Makaman Nupe, 
chairman of the National Population 
Commission; Alhaji Usman Farouk, mated to be $32.8 billion, may attain 
former Military Governor of the de- $40billionbytheendofmilitaryrulein 
funct North Western State; Alhaji 1992 and will thereafter preoccupy the 
Awwal Ibrahim, former governor of leaders of the Third Republic. He said 
Niger State; Alhaji Abba Musa Rimi, Nigeria's problems in discharging its 
former governor of Kaduna State, J V- ’ ’ 
Alhaji Tukur Othman, the newly ap­
pointed sole administrator of NNN credibility among foreign finance 
and Alhaji Yakubu Abdulazeez, the Nigeria's credibility as a nation v 
newly appointed editor of the New Ni- m u •
gerian.. Other dignitaries present were 
Malam Liman Ciroma and Aihaji 
Adamu Fika, both former heads of the 
federal civil service, Lt-General (rtd) 
Garba Wushishi, Alhaji Halilu Dan- 
toro, Alhaji Ismaila Isa and Alhaji 
Hassan Sani Kontagora, publishers of individual Nigerii 
Democrat and Hotline. The Katsina moured to be the ti 
State government was represented at Alhaji Aliko, who had, “rlier 
the occasion by its Commissioner for 1
Information, Alhaji Lawai Yusuf 
Saulawa, while the Sokoto State gov­
ernment was represented by Alhaji 
Qhohti Alivna V-.'-—, «

in the Ministry of Information.
The 10 members of the Citizen 

Communication's Board of Directors — ------ cap Vlttauah The magazine will again be launched
were all present with the exception of lyanMisau also pra.sed SAP, although

Usi—-v-—_ ’ 

tor-Gcneraf of Police, who was un­
avoidably absent.

The guest speaker, Alhaji Aliko
avaavmnsl ••

"National Debt and Economic Viabil­
ity olthcThird Republic". Alhaji Aliko 
noted in his 22-page paper that
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Federal Palace hotel. The chief 
launcher is Bashorun MKO Abiola 
chairman of Concord Press, while

Nigeria's external debt, currently esti- 
trouk, mated to be $32.8 billion, may 

of the de- $40 billion by the end of military!
“  1992 and will thereafter preoccupy I

leaders of the Third Republic. He s<

debt burden have been badly com­
pounded by the country's lack of 
credibility among foreign financiers.

a nation was 
not helped, to put it mildly, when for­
mer President Shehu Shagari was 

and Alhaji advised to suspend letters of credit in 
*■ * ’ ’ ' ‘' response to developing economic cri- Alhaji Lawai Yusuf

sis in 198Z Neither has Nigeria's im- ' *
age been aided by foreigners' sure 
knowledge of the huge wealth held by 

 rians abroad, ru­
moured to be the tune of $33 billion.

r con­
demned the option of debt repudia­
tion as "irresponsible" and impracti­
cal, suggested instead that Nigerians 

, --------} act patriotically and sell their prope. u.-------------
Shehu Aliyu Ka'oje, director-general ties abroad, hand over the foreign N25/XX). Several other dignitaries on

currency proceeds to the Federal Gov­
ernment for the purpose of clearing 
’ * ’ ’ ’ -sa/4 an naira I hn FVan
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to repudiate a commitment unilatcr-
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For cuch states to be viable, they must 
at Least have 50% of their revenue 
available for capital and development

cutting down their overheads, and 
drastically improving their revenue 
generation.

Without doubt, the economy

z

______ 7^1
Alhajl Alito Mohammed

avoid the culture of the spoils system 
that has previously been practiced in 
this country by politicians. By this I 
mean .situations where only people 
who belong to the party in power to the 
exclusion of anyone else. Whoever 
finds himself leading this country, 
should remember that he is the leader 
of the whole country and no port or 
section of the country should be left 
out or feel left out. If we are going to 
have the American Constitution 
which we have now, we should also 
copy their system of politics.
Nigerians must resolve to work hard 

and together to revive the economy. It 
should be a collective responsibility 
for all, leaders and the governed alike. 
I have avoided giving any recommen­
dation in this paper. I have confined 
myself to discussing the subject mat­
ter. What I really would hope to 
achieve is that Nigerians will be aware 
Of the enormous difficulties that lie 
ahead of us and to provoke debates 
amongst us in the hope there will be a 
better understanding of our economic 
situation on. the part of those who -------~~
I believe everyone in this country will 

continue to hope and pray for a leader­
ship that will accept the challange of 
our economic problems, and work 
tirelessly to make it a success.

imprpve upon them. They must re­
member that we Nigerians are very 
good at spending money, but very 
difficult in generating money.

I was very surprised the other day 
when the Chief of General Staff told 
the nation that some state Government

reve­
nue on re-current expenditure. This 
means that such states have only 20 for 
capital and other development pur­
poses. It will be hard to see how such 

z __  states can survive on that 20 and make
should not be looking for scapegoats any reasonable development.
in them. 1 also believe repudiation of “ 
these loans will do more harm than 
good in the long run.
The incoming government must start expenditure. This they can do only by

with the culture that any new govern- — *•**-- J---- *
ment to an extension of the one it suc­
ceeded. Nigeria has lost billions of
Naira simply because an incoming Without doubt, the economy will 
government thinks it has no responsi- dominate the thinking and actions of 
bility to complete projects that were our rulers in the Third Republic and I 
started by to predecessor. When these would like to suggest that they should

living is not improving. But wc must 
accept that this situation is not going to 
be changed over night. Wc should 
avoid making unrealistic promises. 
There are difficulties with our health 
care, with education at all levels for 

same figure will be required for capital example. But we must avoid the temp-
‘ “£ ' —’----- ’ — taiion of promising the impossible,

simply to capture votes. This will 
amount to deceiving the people which 
in the long run will be counter-prod uc- 
tive.
Our debt problem will not go away 

simply by wishing it. Our leaders in 
lem. In the first place, it is irresponsible 1992 must continue with the economic
to repudiate a commitment unilatcr- measures that have been put in place aspire to lead us come 1992.
ally. Some argue that there was a lot of by this government and findways to I’’ ,
abuse in obtaining these large loans, ’ - - • ~~
and in some cases, it to proved that 
there were abuses, but that could 
never be a reason for repudiation. 
These loans were contracted by legiti­
mate governments and the lender 
cannot be held responsible if he deals 
with such a government and he com- spend about 80 of their budgeted
plies with the agreements duly exe­
cuted. It to about time we should start 
accepting responsibility for the actions 
of cur duly constituted governments 
when they deal with outsiders. We

National Debt and the Third Republic
Being excerpts of a speech by AlhnfiA like projects are abandoned, usually they 
Mohammed, OFR, Dot lyan Miczu on- are restarted again at much higher 
Nationaldcblatdcccnomicmibiliiycfthe figure than originally planned. We 
Third Republic (1992 aid Beyond) at the mutt alto do away with the ouspicion 
launching of Citizen that whenever a project is started.
We have examined in some detail, the there is another beneficiary other than 

Nigerian debt situation and the posi- the country. This is v&y important to 
*i"" ----- in- u— us as a people country.

I said earlier that we must be realistic 
and accept that the economy to still in 
a very difficult situation. We are still 
saddled with high unemployment.

tion of the debt au at now. We have 
assumed that as a result of the weak­
ness of the dollar, Nigeria's debt will 
perhaps be around $40 billion by 1992 
when the dvilianstakeover.lt to quite  _
clear therefore that this country will high inflation, and our standard of
require large resources not only to living is not improving. But we must
service the debts but also to keep up accept that this situation to not going to
with the repayment already agreed. If -----• -- • 
we are to go by the present policy, the 
country will need over $2 billion to 
service our debts. May be about the

repayment of our various loans, leav­
ing about 50 for other purposes. You 
must agree that what to left will be 
considerably short for our needs.

Many people here in Nigeria have 
talked about repudiation of our debts 
as a possible solution to the debt prob-

dvilianstakeover.lt
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ics at the beginning, 
were cautions in their 
for instance the setting-up of the Politi­
cal Bureau, the decision to exclude tht 
participation of a certain category of 
Nigerians in elective politics, the Con­
stituent Assembly. But as the pro-

lieve it.
But the credibility of the media, by 

the same token, is not necessarily en- 
- • 4 ys it

confrontational. The judging public is 
?"/* ’-"Ill not easily ap­

plaud an organ that unnecessarily 
breaches what they cherish. They can 
also distinguish between serious criti- 

f government and outright

so as to sustain not only 
the creditability of your magazine but

3 j _..J moral re­
spect each and everyone of you enjoys 
of the reading public.

, ^,estofus
v . ue tendency of some seem- activities of those who think that the
L/ales t0- us news-magazines to fish «»• nur nation can —

watcrs “*order to stay
j. ^TOU <e the^erm 'troubled waters' lati me<usv.jr Miepost­

float. Iu deliberate choice of is- tion of the media at this critical state of
? ^d topics thal Prc8nant wM t:~ "•__ - ”-------------- ”
«es an r controversies, or are doubt in my 

knSSiOlw ridicule authority, pitch cynical critic 
~ own against another. stration are :
^hcsectiOr 
Certainly m • es have no ocner ousiness 

ncws- and anal>,scit- 
dn .. /Yintmvpr^ial nr not That

1 publish matenats that have sen-   
ous implications for national security, ever it seeks to achieve is defeated to 
la w and order. Often these supposedly the extent that the public does not be- 
exclusive scoops are conjectures, as- ” 
semptions and gossips written in good
proseand given the stamp of complete the same token, is not necessarily en- 
confidentiality. The gullible and the hanced by a posture that potrays it as 
less-informed are led to believe what The ------ -- -
they read, while the material becomes law-abiding, and will
an ammunition in the hands of mis- ’ ’ 
chief-makers.
What is rather unfortunate is the loud

howls of protest that emanates every cism of government and outright 
time something is done to curb the blackmail. I urge of you to beware of 
excesses of some of these publications, the extremes, 
People tend to overlook the hundreds t’

‘"•ng of newspapers and magazine who the 
' have operated for years wihtout any

’nd example I havn,»_- a problem, and complain instead when 
P nave in mind some attempt is made to control the
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their hard-earned monies, only to find with the media.
y?1* lh that the inside pages are literary bank- The way forward needs not bediffi-

rupt and not worthy of the considera- cult. A sychophantic media is.a liabil- 
nc °5tin’ tion so offered. ity both to itself and to those it chooses

t’Ul^ ' Beyond this issue is the more serious to pander to. A meida's credibility, is
t one: namely the tendency to dig into determined not by the powers - that -

and publish materials that have sen- be but by its reading public, and what-
. k nuc imnlications for national securitv ever it seeks to achipvn ic

security or our nation can become a 
mere tool in a competitive market.
Let me also speak briefly on the posi-

the Transition Programme. I have no 
doubt in my mind that even the most 

Tides of the present admini- 
’n of society against another, stration are now convinced of its sin- 
, newspapers and news- cerity in handing over to a democrati-

u: have no other business cally elected government in 1992. Fur- 
sx v\ v th “ one**“* —- —v—•/ thermorc, the wisdom that has in-

— Y? \\\ 'M wxn r it >s controversial or not That formed the many elements of the pro- 
is h cla^ defence of journalists, gramme has now become manisfestly
A rt would suffice anywhere, but clear. The media was, you have to 
°nl whe^ journalists raise them- admit, among the more informed cyn- 

IK SeJgs above the level of society, and ics at the beginning, and therefore
'Yy n def c their interest exclusively. But were cautions in their assessment of,

journalists/editors and publishers are forinstancethesetting-upofthePoliti- 
x1 part of the larger society and cannot be cal Bureau, the decision to exclude the

n allowed the luxury of behaving as if participation of a certain category of
* ib Society, la* and ondcr'and indecd all Nigerians in elective politics, the Con-

accepted norms ofbehaviour is at their stituent Assembly. But as the pro-
disposal to respect or abuse. gramme unfolds, so has thecynism of

. X,)?* b^ There is 50 much t>fPe in lhe news- the more serious section of the media
magazine market of today. That is melted. We are now at a stage where 

. doubtless a reflection of the intensity the media is fully cognisant of the in-
Kk fl rx ha>. uc ofthecOInpetiton.Buteventhiscannot tention and objectives of this admini-

be dismissed with that excuse. Flashy stration, and we on our part feel rea- 
''Jb covers attract readers who surrender sonably comfortable in our relation

f their hard-earned monies, only to find
that the inside pages are literary bank-

n'laM10n °f Ounn U'<!y in 
, ’n°ral an J °°'«lowX^('y ''“‘‘aged
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BILK1SU YUSUF

Boredom has a way of making 
people quarrelsome and restless. 
Some of these ways that boredom 
introduces are bad and unethical but 
others compliment the already laid 
out programmes for the betterment of 
our society. The ECOWAS monitor­
ing group currently engaged in a 
peace-keeping operation in Liberia 
belongs to the latter. How did I arrive 
at such a conclusion? Well, for about 
eight months, Liberia, a member of 
the ECOWAS has been engulfed in a 
fratricidal, no-winner-no-Ioser civil 
war. As a signatory to the ECOWAS 
defence pact bom at the 6th summit of 
the community, why shouldn't it 
benefit from the goodies of the pact, 
which was meant to assist member 
states when threatened by internal or 
external conflicts. That, surely, does 
not amount to a violation of the OAU 
clause of "non interference in the in­
ternal affairs of member states?"
So what even if it does? Cynics may 

say Ecomog is a harder case of good 
intention to buy since its intervention 
is coming so late and appears to be a 
conspiracy to protect dictatorial 
president Samuel Doe from rebel fire hazard and hasty manner the peace- 
of Charles Taylor and Prince Johnson, keeping force was assembled. They 
An unapologetic Ecomog salesgirl say it is extremely suicidal to approach
like me has a ready answer even for fiendish Charles Taylor who has 
the most entrenched of cynics. 11 * ms
Africans must avoid a sense of deep 

isolation from world events, a factor

800, Guinea 500, Sierra Leone 300 and 
Gambia 105. Any way who does not 
know that soldiering as indeed any 
other profession has its own occupa­
tional hazards? When they don't die 
fighting wars, they could die plotting 
coup de etat. Soldiers knew this long 
before they signed up for service.

Since when, (in a world where 
monarchies. The United States, the self higher defence spending makes you a
appointed policeman of the world is ’-----------aza *~^az—, ~_i.. ca

already there armed to the teeth to de­
fend its beloved Saudi Arabia.

And what are we expected to do? 
Watch the western cowboys monopo­
lise the excitement of war while we 
join them in the sing song of Saddam 
bashing? Now, we must get our share, 
and what better way of partaking in 
war drama than creating our own 
exclusive sub-regional war play 
ground. Our military boys are bored 
with the rather mundane peace time 
pursuits and the least they deserve is a 
war field where they can test strength, 
massage their defence ego and stimu­
late our own local military industrial 
complex.

Ecomog detractors point at the hap-

destruction to feel at ease with unac­
customed pacifist sentiments. Sud­
denly, the Gulf region, now associated 
with cataclysmic politics, internal tur­
moil and super power intrigues is set 
ablaze by no less a controversial and 
dexterous personality than Saddam 
Hussein, until recently, the blue eyed 
boy of the west and conservative Arab

keeping 
sayitise 
fiendish Charles Taylor who has 
threatened to kill Ghanaians and Nige­
rians to atone for the loss of Liberian 
lives. Why should Ecomog expose its 

that in the past pushed us to our rather troops to such obvious danger? They 
backward status in global politics. In also want to know why we must spend 
the international arena peace is bor- a whopping 50 million dollars on an 
ing and tedious where war is destruc- unnecessary military adventure when

J kufc n mivhironf Airmen huncrnr ani-t nnvorfv aro dill

both should give the world all the ex- married to our populatic
citement and anxiety it needs to flour­
ish. How else would you explain the 
J I VnAl*/ frVio

sudden love of peace that saw the

hero nation) did spending only 50 
million dollars become headline 
news? Those who think it’s too costly 
an amount to spend on procuring 
peace should try using the same 
amount to buy conflict. Yes, poor we 
may be , but I see no justification in 
waiting until we alleviate poverty, 
illiteracy and disease before we 
budget for peace. It may be one 
budget too late.

The flurry of cynics' outcry should 
not deter us from our commitment. 
We must pursue the Er^mog project 
with vigour if only to show the con­
ceited self-acclaimed defenders of de­
mocracy worldwide that we too can 
play their game: defending democ­
racy, bankrupt monarchies and even 
Gulf dictatorships when it suits us. 
Who does not know that we have 
more right being in Liberia than the 
United State will ever have in the 
Gulf? After all, nobody can accuse us 
of indulging some illegal appetite, 
since unlike Saddam, Ecomog has no 
plans to annex Liberia. All the more 
reason why we must defy any form of 
Taylor-designed threats to extermi­
nate Ecomog troops and just please 
ourselves. No amount of frenzied 
world outcry should dampen our 
enthusiasm to earn a title as the mili­
tary and moral voice of ECOWAS. We 

_ *ists 
not to ignore the log in their eyes 
while trying to remove the Ecomog 
speck in ours.

peace is bor-

tive and challenging but a mixture of disease, hunger and poverty are still 
....................................... ................................ ’ * ’ ion.

Soldiers are supposed to be on the 
alert, ever ready to answer the war cry,

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait? I knew the and the Ecomog soldiers are no excep- should ask those pretentious pacifi:
eau# tion. There was nothing hasty about —*■ I™

thawing of super power cold war was the deployment of troops and as a
too artificial to last. The world has proof of their readiness, Nigeria
stockpiled too many fancy arsenals of promptly produced 900 troops, Ghana
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Today I give my space busy
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AOAMU ADAMU S

definitions
IN HUMOUR

half that doesn't.
down and left.
Nigerian Factor in

Today I give my space to a mulla, 
and a minister to keep VoU 
while I rest.

Health for Owl
ONCE an agoraphobic (and per­

japs he was also an automobilopho- 
bjc) was desperately trying to cross a 
very busy thoroughfare in one of the 
western capitals. He tried and tried 
and tried but each time he almost

lion X 10X365 = N 182.5 billion this 
works out at around $25 billion. Now 
we certainly don't have that kind of people's cigars, cigar
money, and if we do it is clearly not 
available for spending. One can't even 
imagine the scenario that makes this 
amount within reach. Unless Saddam

jvf ullA Nasriddcen was a famous Is- 
lajnic scholar, preacher and wit. His 

hole life was the very sparkle of an 
-stated intimidating intellect. One 

•ncidcnt in his life made me think he 
an uncanny resemblance to 

any of us Nigerians. Shirking re- 
sponsihility was something he had 

qualm about doing in his social 
Rations and al hmes even in dealing 
^jth his flock One night, as usual 
aer each night's prayer, the faithful 

^cre gathered in the mosque eagerly 
waiting for wit. In came the Mulla at 
last and everyone held his breath.

He mounted the minbar. After

much the government will have to 
spend to make you and me sneer at, 
and by pass, the shylock patent medi­
cine store around the comer.

If we are 100 million and an average 
of one in two falls sick, that will give 50

sell so much oil. Even if that happens undcrstand rfcctly.The target is 
anyway, there is no capacity in the w,uu
country to meet the increased de- achievable, or is it?

mand. Suppose we miraculously get f 
that money. No one looks to me I 
ready or concerned enough to com- I 
mit $25 billion to health care alone.
It was only on the promulgation of | 

Decree20ofl990thatbanncdsmok- 
...o ... r__ / ,u’t I realised 
my mistake. By the year 2000, ten 
jvm,.r Decree will
have matured; and its effect will 
have cleared all the decades of 
smoke that has climbed to the upper 
reaches of Nigeria's sky from 
r- — ^"irettes and pipes. 
The night sky will be cleaner and 
owls with have a field day 
(fieldnight?) hunting to their heart's 
content. Well fed, strong and 

healthy. Owls.
So was that 

Ransosme-Kuti

Reluctant Preacher
praising the lord and invoking bless­
ings on His messenger and progeny, gat 
the Mulla asked the congregation, "Do hoj 
you know what I am going to speak?" 
"No," they expectantly answered. 
Thereupon the mullah became angry 
and asked "Why then have you come 
to listen?" He climbed down and an-

succeeded it seemed to him he was million sick souls. If each, on average, ing in public places that 
about to be run over, and he would guzzles tablets, capsules, syrups and my Ry t*ic vear
back track. Several minutes and gal- takes injections, drips or is operated years today, theTobacco
jonsofsweat later a passerby offered upon and it all amounted to N10 per .-j.-atk
to help- The following brief conver- person per day the total cost is 50 mil- 
sation was over heard.
passerby: Hi, there is a zebra-cross­

jog at the end of the street.
Agoraphobic I hope he is having

better luck than I am.
While our agoraphobic continues

to hope that the zebra has better luck
than him, in Nigeria it is more likely can be persuaded to bomb all Mideast
to be an owl that has all the luck oil fields, sea quake and an earth quake -------- _

When talk began about health for simultaneously strike the North Sea So was that what Minister 
all in the year 2000 I made the ter- and Mexicanoil fields, leaving Nigeria Ransosme-Kuti meant? Health for 
nble mistake of assuming that the alone in the market, there is no way to the r 2ooo? Oh, Now I
plan was referring to us humans. «»1I cn miwh nil Even if that haooens . ------
Feeling good, I plunged into the 
complicated task of calculating how

"Why then have you 
Un -----1 ___

The third might the 
ilhered armed with pddeen
>ping that Mulla did. And 

would come again. . whcther I

Halfthecongregationsmo/hop.ng 
---------- lhe olhcr ha f Sald. ,he Mulla and 

grily left the mosque.----------------------- thereby to compound ycd the
The next day he again began with the forcehim to preach. He su j

same question. This time the congre- sea of heads infront of him thc 
gation replied with a thunderous the half that knows shou carne
"yes" to his query. The mullah replied, half that doesn't. He smi
"If you already know what I am going down and left. . , d
to say, 1 need not say it." He descended Nic,nrian Factor in a foreign w
and left.
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The barens

Democratic Misjudgment

Manufacturers of the big ban didn't

when reports of Khalifa's nocturnalby the military to try the key actors of

influence is pervasive and enormous. 
But, who are the Barons? This group 

of powerful and influential people

tician. No cause for alarm. Only cow­
ards cringe under a ban and Khalifa 
can never be mistaken for one. He 
came out openly to declare that poli­
tics is like the blood that runs in his 
veins and dared anyone to come and 
drain it.

smart guys don't get caught twice with 
their pants down, so Khalifa metamor­
phosed overnight into a refined 
Sheikh.

Whenever he smelt a spy of a rat, he 
would call his loyalists to an Islamic 
study group session. The difference, 
like 7-Up, is very clear. No one, not 
even Uncle Big Ban, could stop politi­
cians from meeting to study Hadith 
and Qur'an. So each member at the 
meeting had the Qur'an open in front 
of him and the Hadith behind him 
while discussions on the more earthly, 
political issues continued.

When the security agents and other 
brands of spies came they saw not only 
the Qur'an but also the Khalifa busy 
with his pretentious act of Islamic 
scholarship. They were rendered im-

tive of the ban have freedom of wor­
ship. Check the constitution.
The Islamic study group sessions did 

pay off because Khalifa's men, have 
hijacked all the party posts at the ward, 
local and state government levels in 
the elections.

dealings in politics are legendary but 
little is known about them by the gen­
eral public.

This column will give readers some 
insight into the exploits of the Barons 
— in a series of factions — a combina­
tion of facts and fictions—but the real 
names of the Barons and the Baronets 
that revolve around them like satel­
lites —will not, for obvious reasons, be 
exposed. However their main centre of 
activity is Kaduna though their do­
mains or baronies are scattered all over 
the Federation. The barons are not 
members of the famous or infamous 
mafiosi such as Kaduna, Lantang, 
Ikenne, Bida, Gindiri, Kuru, etc. But 
the tentacles of the The Barons extend

comprises three categories — in de­
scending order of importance — 
namely the Super Barons, Ordinary 
Barons and the Baronets. The Baronies 
(chiefdoms) controlled by each cate­
gory determine the titles ascribed to 
them. The first class barons (first class 
chiefs) consist of a coterie of not more 
than ten extremely powerful individu­
als whilst the other two classes (2nd 
and 3rd class chiefs) comprise several 
and /or many lesser beings who vie for 
the achievement of higher orders to 
enhance their status in society. Good 
luckto them. As the name of a Baron, of 
whatever category will not be di­
vulged, he will be referred to as Baron 
Mai (Hausa possessor of) or Baron Na 

into these groups and beyond as their (Hausa of) e.g. Baron Maitumbi (the 
potbellied) or Baron Nanene (of untie).
So keep a date with private eye for the 

exploits of the Barons.

Whilst at school in the 1940's our 
seniors used to tell us tales from a 
simplified English series titled the 
Adventures of Baron Munchausen. 
The book was based on the anecdotes 
of a certain Freiherr von Munchausen 
of Hanover in Germany who lived 
between 1720 and 1797. This Baron 
was famous as a raconteur of extra­
ordinary stories of his life as a soldier, 
hunter and sportsman.

There are several Baron 
Munchausens in present day Nigeria 
whose exploits are equally extra-ordi­
nary in various fields of human en­
deavour such as hunting, soldiering, 
sportsmanship and especially in poli­
tics who refuse to tell us their tales for 
the benefit of posterity. This column 
intends to do it for them — to tell the 
readers the extra-ordinary feats of 
these Barons whose wheelings and

There is this friend of lawyers, a dip­
lomat by profession who hung his let­
ter of credence during the Second 
Republic to dabble into the more excit­
ing and greener pastures of politics. 
He made a wise move as his successful 
exploits in that field testify. A dyed-in- 
the-red socialist of no shallow convic­
tion, he used his oratory skills, hand­
some cherubic looks and a versatile 
personality to captivate his audience 
— the masses of the North's most 
populous city. Wherever he went the 
masses followed. So enraptured were 
they by his charm, his redemption 
tactics, sloganeering and caustic attack 
on their feudal oppressors that they 
named him the "Khalifan Changi" — 
the Caliph of Change.

But IQialifan changi was not too _ M.
lucky with the various tribunals set up take his challenge lying low, more so potent, after all all Nigerians ftrespec- 
by the military to try the key actors of when reports of Khalifa's nocturnal 
the Second Republic. Poor Khalifa got political meetings with his fire-brand 
nailed, and along with the not-so- socialists reached them regularly, 
handsome and not-so-lucky politi- They warned him, he turned a deaf 
cians served a prison term. Then came ear, they bribed him he didn't budge, 
the big ban clammed on all politicians they cajoled, persuaded to no avail, 
and our Khalifa became a banned poli- Then they sent spies after him. But

citizen August 27,1990
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£LEISURE

The miracle of Yoga

pants progress can give him exercises By Bilkisu Yusuf.

culation.
Head balance: stimulates 

blood supply to the brain, and is of

class gives the participant greater 

Citizen August 27,1990

to perform with particular reference to 
the participant's body posture. Below 
are yoga postures (known as Asanas), 
how they are spread through the body 
and what they do.

"Standing poses: strengthening the 
‘ arV anM io<re «ve stamina.
Forward bends: increase spinal flexi­

bility, rest the mind.
Lateral twists: increase lateral flexi-

umns in newspapers and magazines 
will be disappointed because by its 
very nature, yoga cannot be taught 
through such a detached method. 
More than other exercises it requires 
effective monitoring by the teacher

control of the body. In yoga, the body 
and mind are fused together so that the 
stimulation of one necessarily affects 
the other.

Each class is based on carefully se­
lected, time tested postures. Accord­
ing to an acknowledged yoga teacher back and legs, give stamina. 
Mr. B.K Iyengar, "Yoga is the most Forward bends: ii 

 w natural and easily applied method of V!’s*------------ • *
of how yoga works, maximum benefit total relaxation, refreshing body and
can< ",........................................
by a teacher. Health and fitness clubs 
and shops stock such books which

pineal glands.
Neck balance: calms the emotional 

centre and rests and refreshes the 
whole system.

Back bends: invigorate the whole 
body and strengthen the back.
Balancings: give strength to arms and 

shoulders and develop poise."
After learning the postures, partici- 

   pants then proceed to yoga breathing
of the ability of the body, and each who on being satisfied with the partid- (Pranayama).

is balance, yoga

could be read before registering for supple and supple bodies strong. Yog.
yoga. Defined simply. Yoga means to “ ca~"c
concentrate ones attention, "to bind, 
yoke or direct." It is adopted from

the basic aim is balance, yoga suits 
every one. Stiff bodies will become

is also one of the few disdplines which particular value to the pituitary and
does not require you to be young, —1

 supple or fit"! However, enthusiastic
Sanskrit portraying ability to manipu- readers who look forward to learning 
late. In yoga the mind and body are and perfecting yoga from fitness col- 
trained, subdued and the latter is ' 
taught to obey the former at the ad­
vanced stages of the exercise. The per­
fect method of yoga is based on body 
movements, discipline and relaxation.
It is a gradual journey of self discovery

proper

Someone read my article in the pre­
view edition of this magazine which 
gave some suggestions on how to exer­
cise to relieve stress. In it I dwelt at 
length on the benefits of Transcenden­
tal Meditation (TM) the ease with 
which it could be adopted and its effec­
tiveness in stress relief. However, the 
reader complained about thedifficulty 
he had while attempting to tune his 
thoughts to the lowest level and alter­
ing his mind to wonder freely, this 
being the basic anchor for any type of 
meditation. Indeed, it was an admis­
sion on the part of the reader that he 
could not relax easily. Stress can only 
be managed when people learn how to 
relax, sweat out tension and firm their 
muscles.
You may find that your body is not as 

easy to move as you would like. And 
sometimes, no matter how slim you 
are your body still feels a bit heavy to 
control, response to stimuli is poor and 
you arc a bit lazy. At other times your 
body responds to your mind which is 
bogged down by strains and you're a 
bundle of nerves.

At such a peak level of body and 
mind dislocation, the remedy lies in 
removing the causes of strain first 
from the mind and later the body. 
Others prefer to treat a tired and bur­
dened mind and body together.

Both categories will find Yoga ex­
tremely useful. While books on Yoga 
are good for the basic understanding

only be derived when it is taught mind at any time of the day. And since bility of the spine, increase blood cir-
. i t rlukc fhp basic aim is halanm vnm suite
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Colour and personality

ATTENTION!!

Notice for Tender

Citizen August 27,1990

Graphic Art materials suppliers are hereby requested to 
tender quotations for equiping an Art Studio with ultra 
modem standard facilities.
Applications should be directed to the:-

Deputy Arts Editor
Citizen Communications Ltd.
G. 11 Anguwan Kanawa 
Kaduna.

•Black — Mourning, bold, determi­
nation
•Blue — Love, sea, sky
•Purple — Royalty
•Brown (Dark) —Strength, Mascu­

line
•Red — Danger, courage
•Yellow—Jealousy
•Gold —Quality
•Green — Hope, life agriculture
Always keep a wary eye when 

choosing clothes for a proper fit.

style that's perfect for you. Is there a 
"new you" struggling to emerge 
from your present 1 y__
worried about what to wear for a 
special occasion, for a more impor­
tant job, or how you can dress to cope 
with your new figure?
Start with colour! Wearing the right 

colour is vital to how we look over 
all, and colour matching is primarily empha 
linked to skin tone, not hair, eye col- "ideal'' 
our as is often thought. In recent with healt.. r.
years the experts have said that as far clothes we choose for particular body 
as colour is concerned we fall into
one of two categories — the warm r
colours (yellow, orange red, usually Always think in line with propotio 
used for standingout irt crowds), and — where are yoiu long or short? Whic
the cool colour (blue, violet, crcon dress length flatters you most? Which Ogala OnazL 
used to bring out backgrounds,! and fabric and patterns are best for you?

The right colour, the right shape, compliments). Of course these colour What sort of collars necklines? What
the right fit, all are steps towards a categories can be broadened. Most of jewellery?

' ■' • - u5 can slip a little way outside these Some of the best tricks are recognis-
_.o and find colours that most suit us. It's ing colours and what they portray 
look? Arc you all a matter of experimentation. e.g.

Unfortunately the colours we like are ’White—Peace, purity, wholeness,
not always the ones that do the most equlibrum 
for us. Colour could also be used to 
camouflage figure faults, make you 
look taller, shorter or change the bal­
ance of your figure. Rather than laying 

ihasis on diet and exercise into an 
1" body shape (considering those 

with health problems) the colour, 
: ' r particular body 

lines, bone structure and facial shape 
can help us bring out that "you" in us.

Iways think in line with propotion
■Which

The right colour, the right shape, compliments). Of course these colour

us can slip a little way outside these
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Opening of Commonwealth Handball Competition Inst year.
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SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE

confined to the cultural trou] 
lout two years the council 1

BROADCASTING CORPORA­
TION OF NIGER STATE.

In order to effectively mobilized the 
citizens of the state to participate in the 
developmental programmes of the gov­
ernment, the present administration 
has given the radio effective support es­
pecially as it is one of the important 
mnann of rorrhing tho macscx

ernment should, of necessity, provide a 
forum where negotiation and dialogue 
ore held between it and the governed. If 
this situation cxirtn between the two 
parties it is better described or ex­
plained as a mutual understanding 
which will bring about development in 
all its ramification.

The citizens of thio state have con­
stantly been informed of government’s 
goals and objectives and they (citizens) 
also reciprocate by assisting in pointing 
out some areas of further emphasis.
since the inception of thio administra­

tion, much has been done with regards 
to making the Information department 
a model on information dissemination. 
It was during this regimes’ tenure that a 
J.5 vehicle equipped with cine-rover 
projector and video equipment were 
supplied to the department. Another 
one is to be supplied before the year runs 
out. It is also expected that before the 
year ends, the ministry will start show­
ing films in the remotest areas of the 
state.
The ministry is to receive very soon two 

addition cine-rovers for massive dis­
semination of information at the grass­
root. All these arc expected to comple­
ment the various television viewing 
centres established in 28 towns and vil­
lages. The establishment of additional 
25 viewing centres which will moke the 
total number established 53, will help in 
creating awareness at the grassroot.
It io expected that before the year runs 

out and with the present transition 
programme to civilian rule, more infor­
mation offices will be opened in the 
remaining local governments so that 
there will be more enlightenment bodies 
at the grassroots. These information

offices will be adequately equipped with 
communication gadgets (telex) co that 
there will be frequent and instant con­
tact with them from headquarters.

The film unit which lucked facilities 
before the inception of this administra­
tion, can now boast of now sophisticated 
equipment. The equipment include 3 
umatic recording machines; with a set of 
umatic cameras. Automatic edifying 
control unit; 2 J.V.C. colour monitors; 
dubbing machines; Sony battery 
chargor with heavy duty stabliscr as 
well as ten (10) new video machines with 
considerable number of cartons of cas­
settes. This effort by the administration 
will go a long way to enhance recording 
of programmes for both viewing centres 
and other government functions.

Enlightenment of citizens of a state 
should not only be confined to the print 
and electronic media but also the efforts 
made by the government to enable the 
citizens obtain knowledge at a lesser 
cost and faster. This is better achieved if 
there is a library. It is in the light of the 
above that the state government has 
commoncod the construction of an ultra­
modern library which is expected to be 
completed in March next year. After the 
construction, the library will give a good 
opportunity for the less privileged to im­
prove their knowledge at no cost at all.

Bccoure of it.
communication, Go .
administration uut- <0^
over tho
potation of Niger 
complex had 
1982. About 
paid out to the contrf\ni " v V
tinental Engineers G*

hundred thousand 
Nairn ). The project u> 
phases, oo that its iron”"" *
cover the entire state. pi>

The state government
contract worth
hundred and awonty-""" Ov<> ^6 
seven hundred and ‘h“^198« ^rjrd' 
(8,669,735 Naira > u> Ju Kigeri”• of
Communication Sy atom )cjo
ited for the building 
throe booster stations at 
and R\jau. Work is no1*0-.<0- 
stage at the throe locat gtudi13 
Building of phase H of th5-e 

plex which will have four trOl 

±r^o^ p̂<c 
next year. When this oveT"
Niger will not only be :flhbo°r*IlS 
state but also in the

NIGER STATE COUNCIL 
ARTS AND CUDTUBE 
When on the arrival of

wan Gwadabe in 1967, it ^ptoS^ 
that Niger state launch a de arto 
appeal fund, the state counci 
and culture actively pnrtook- QWflpe 

The state cultural troupe, t jsjjger
International performed ojjd
cultural nites in Logos, “ 
Minna, in which prominent US'- ,QOg 
living in the state and -rfee
with their friends, were 
beautiful performance by the 
International was hailed by 
in no omoll measure, accounted ° 
huge donations made towards ou 
durtrial drive. .
Activities of the NICAC were not only 

ipe. Over the 
_______,_______________ has encour­
aged inter-state cultural exchange pro­
grammes with other states of the federa­
tion. Also the state government and the 
council sponsored and organized confer­
ences and seminars. It took port in an 
International pottora conferences held 
in England. This conference helped in
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Colour and personality

can help us bring out that "you" in us.

Ogala OnazL

ATTENTION!!

Notice for Tender

Citizen August 27,1990

all, and colour matching is primarily 
linked to skin tone, not hair, eye col­
our as

Graphic Art materials suppliers are hereby requested to 
tender quotations for equiping an Art Studio with ultra 
modem standard facilities.
Applications should be directed to the:-

Deputy Arts Editor
Citizen Communications Ltd.
G. 11 Anguwan Kanawa 
Kaduna.

What sort of collars necklines? What 
jewellery?
Some of the best tricks are rccog"'*' 

htg colours and what they portray

'White—Peace, purity, wholeness, 
equlibrum
•Black—Mourning, bold, determi-

nation
•Blue—Love, sea, sky
•Purple —Royalty
•Brown (Dark) — Strength, Mascu­

line
•Red — Danger, courage
’Yellow — Jealousy
•Gold — Quality
•Green — Hope, life agriculture 

-  . — when

The right colour, the right shape, compliments). Of course these colour 
the right fit, all are steps towards a categories can be broadened. Most of 
style that's perfect for you. Is there a us can slip a little way outside these 
"new you* struggling to emerge and find colours that most suit us. It's 
from your present look? Are you all a matter of experimentation. e 
worried about what to wear for a Unfortunately the colours we like are ’w
special occasion, for a more impor- not always the ones that do the most 
tant job, or how you can dress to cope for us. Colour could also be used to
with your new figure? camouflage figure faults, make you
Start with colour! Wearing the right look taller, shorter or change the bal- 

colour is vital to how we look over anceof your figure. Rather than laying 
—1—’—emphasis on diet and exercise into an 

r... . , "ideal" body shape (considering those
is often thought. In recent with health problems) the colour, 

years the experts have said that as far clothes we choose for particular body 
as colour is concerned we fall into lines, bone structure and facial shape 
one of two categories — the warm r -- - -• „ 
colours (yellow, orange red, usually Always think in line with propotion Always keep a wary eye wh 
usedforstandingoutirtcTOwdsJ.and -whereareyoulongorshort? Which choosing clothes for a proper fit- 
the cool colour (blue, violet, creon dress length flatters you most? Which ~ -
used to bring out backgrounds,! and fabric and patterns are best for you?
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SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE
lipped with 
“) eo that 
ustant con-

BROADCA8TING CORPORA­
TION OF NIGER STATE.

In order to effectively mobilized the 
citizens of the state to participate in the 
developmental programmes of the gov­
ernment, the present administration 
has given the radio effective support co- 
pccially os it is one of the important 
means of reaching the mocosx

offices will bo adequately equi 
communication gadgets (telex) 
there will be frequent and inntz 
tact with them from headquarters.

The film unit which lacked facilities 
before the inception of this administra­
tion, can now boast of now oophisticatcd 
equipment. The equipment include 3 
umatic recording machines; with a set of 
umatic cameras. Automatic edifying 
control unit; 2 J.V.C. colour monitors; 
dubbing machines; Sony battery 
charger with heavy duty ctnblicer an 
well an ton (10) new video machines with 
considerable number of cartons of cas­
settes. This effort by the administration 
will go a long way to enhance recording 
of programmes for both viewing centres 
and other government functions.

Enlightenment of citizens of a state 
should not only be confined to the print ' 
and electronic media but also the efforts 
made by the government to enable the 
citizens obtain knowledge at a lesser 
cost and faster. This is better achieved if 
there is a library. It is in the light of the 
above that the state government has 
commenced the construction of an ultra­
modern library which is expected to be 
completed in March next year. After the 
construction, the library will give a good 
opportu nity for the less privileged to im­
prove their knowledge at no cost at all.

Because of its importance an a means of 
communication. Governor Gwadabe'o 
administration initiated fresh talks 
over the abandoned Rttwtrusting Cor­
poration of Niger State complex. The 
complex had been abandoned since 
1982. About 1,046,983 Naira has been 
paid out to the contractors, Techno Con­
tinental Engineers Limited. The archi­
tectural, mechnical and
electrical work in the studio block io 

almost completed.
The total cost of completing and equip­

ing the Broadcasting House complex io 
estimated at twenty two million, oix 
hundred thousand Nairn (22,600,000 
Naira ). The project is to be executed in 
phases, eo that its transmission would 
cover the entire state.

The state government also awarded a 
contract worth eight million, six 
hundred and seventy-nine thousand, 
seven hundred and thirty-five Naira 
(8,669,735 Naira ) in Juno 1988 to MG 
Communication System Nigeria Lim­
ited for the building and installation of 
three booster stations at Mokwa, Suleja 
and Ryau. Work is now at an advanced 
stage at the three locations.
Building of phase II of the studio com­

plex which will have four large studios, 
a large drama studio and central appa­
ratus room is expected to be completed 
next year. When this is done Radio 
Niger will not only be heard all over the 
state but also in the neighbouring 
states.

NIGER STATE COUNCIL FOR 
ARTS AND CULTURE (NICAC) 
When on the arrival of Governor La- 

wan Gwadabe in 1887, it was decided 
that Niger state launch a development 
appeal fund, the state council for arts 
and culture actively partook.

The state cultural troupe, the Gwape 
International performed during Niger 
cultural nites in Lagoa, Kaduna and 
Minna, in which prominent Nigerlitea 
living in the state and outside, along 
with their friends, were invited. The 
beautiful performance by the Gw ape 
International was hailed by all, and this 
in no small measure, accounted for the 
huge donations made towards our in­
dustrial drive.

Activities of the NICAC were not only 
confined to the cultural troupe. Over the 
last two years tho council has encour­
aged inter-state cultural exchange pro­
grammes with other states of the federa­
tion. Also the ctate government and the 
council sponsored and organized confer­
ences and seminars. It took part in an 
International potters conferences held 
in England. This conference helped in

ernment should, of necessity, provide a 
forum where negotiation and dialogue 
arc held between it and the governed. If 
this situation exists between the two 
parties it is better described or ex­
plained as a mutual understanding 
which will bring about development in 
all its ramification.

The citizens of thio state have con­
stantly been informed of government’s 
goals and objectives and they (citizens) 
also reciprocate by assisting in pointing 
out some areas of further emphasis.
since tho inception of thio administra­

tion, much has boon done with regards 
to making the Information department 
a model on information dissemination. 
It was during this regimes’ tenure that a 
J.5 vehicle equipped with cine-rover 
projector and video equipment were 
supplied to tho department. Another 
one io to be supplied before the year runs 
out. It is alco expected that before the 
year ends, the ministry will start show­
ing films in tho remotest areas of the 
state.
The ministry is to receive very soon two 

addition cine-rovers for massive dis­
semination of information at the grass­
root. All these arc expected to comple­
ment the various television viewing 
centres established in 28 towns and vil­
lages. The establishment of additional 
25 viewing centres which will make the 
total number established 53, will help in 
creating awareness at the grasoroot.
It io expected that before tho your runs 

out and with tho present transition 
programme to civilian rule, more infor­
mation offices will be opened in the 
remaining local governments so that 
there will be more enlightenment bodies 
at tho nrnasrooto. Those information
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^^LEMENT on NIGER STATE

MINISTRY OF LANDS, SURVEY 
AND TOWN PLANNING 

Before itn creation, the Ministry 
I^rda. Survey snd Town Planning w 
“r w"l°° iL01' "thw l,r8'r Mi"“Dy of Works, Transport and Housing. This 
7%’S Z..”d*be administration 
*«£* ’’Ttmta“l'5' tal« two 
for bettor and elfective management.

The Ministry of Lands, Survey and 
Town Planning is divided into three 
professional divisions: Lands, Survey 
and Town Planning. The Lands division 
is responsible for the administration of 
lands in the state in accordance with the 
provision of the Land Use Act Number 6 
of 1978. In addition, this division gives

. jocal 8°V^e 
community in^^S , 
ment area th" I^*ai»Pc“
Danganucnmmurew boUt* 
!^Terel lhe thelc^-

•"S0£^1otofi---Ser;0 
roots development n 03Ociat , vCJop- 

ment associations hove 
to date. g,
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A staggering sum of" ^lopment "f 

was committed to etion of dr
roads including of th" !?“

^ow^y^r^reX 
asphalt over lay of a""1" covering « 
in the capital aty. M kilomclres was 
total distance of 13" nj aubse- 
also considered looks
quently executed. Today, thnn
more like the capital °__thQnka u, the 
what it used to look UK . LaWan
two years of tenure of U-vo .

:^^“""V"orene“ 
well as enabling fanners bring

road awarded to SETRAC 5

link the State to Sokoto State and the 
rehabilitation of the 105-kilomctre 

projects, Mctacibo-Knfin Koro road says it ail. 
ties, and On the whole, it is estimated that over 

300 kilometres of roads were con­
structed and rehabilitated in just two 
years of the administration of Lt-Col. 
Lawan Gwadabc.

It is expected that by the time the 
Zungeru-Minna-Lambatta and the fed

a—— ——ulu. ..clt

£ 
of the state and to excavate To, jo? 6M, 
archaeological significance i„““‘’f 
sites. ■““»

Additionally, the council has 
branches of museums and the .. .

stration is “rrenlly conrtraS".

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE^
In an effort to ensure the quick di,pen. «»m to our rural pope

satron of Justice, Governor Lawan'Gw. °TO 100 different self-help p,
dabe on assuming office in the state at ?ver N5 “Uion were cxc-

b communities within
—- ~vau government areas of the 

•Ute during the period under review, 
these projects include the building of 
rural health clinics, classrooms, com­
munity halls, television viewing 

rare J"?]"* ““‘reaiorr of feeder muds, 
bndgea, boreholes, rural electrification, 

,*T and lota of other projects.
In exeaiting these self-help projects, 

OMisUncc is received from the federal, 
sUte and local governments. For ex­
ample, the Federal Government re­
cently provided a 250,000 Naira grant 
for the Ma’ali community, in Lavun lo­
cal government area, after executing a 
self-help rural hospital project. The 
hospital included a laboratory and four 
quarters for the staff. Similarly the 
state government has spent about N.8 
million in grants and assistance to vari­
ous community development ] 
while the various communiti ,__
their local governments have contrib­
uted about N4 million for various proj­
ects.

Communities like Ndagbaci in the 
Gbako local government area, con­
structed a dispensary, while the Esha

l«UdX±“’ U" Suvcrnmcnt 
“d. “iividX “ ‘ P“bli" 
•PpU^'i^' P”!"* under review. 1180

the
- were 

licationa
15 have 

— applica- 
"“tomore for “"version of 

Rife'S Ouu£^°
«vuion for. r , lt“na received by the mort^U '~«h -

628 we2fi* i'Utf 8Dvcra“ent of which 
nue of 224,n5408^N^DeratedarCVe'

opS?y of social devei, 
cJSTeS^ 

ha»i“T“°iti" witW“ U» 
n2XriZ l P°“il‘,cly «» S’ foiWJ «f the state, by
U0™Tb'"'9w’ development .uoei.- 
ren. . “ " b““’° th» P”™1 di- 

tk' state bus never hidden 
eml. • °r?U P°°r reve“ue base, thus 

Jeering them to our rural populace.
projectsdabo on assuming offico to the stTto' C8tim“tod at over 

called for the speedy completion of t^ S'*4 by v"i™' 
ongoing construction work of the law sUtTdo'0'*1 B”'" 

Two more law librories have also lew. Tba?! projects include
initialed at Suleja and KonUunra in n‘n‘1. h'*ltb '■i”'"1- dassroo, 
addition to the existing one at Bids munity halls, television
Under hi, able loadonihip, the former “"•‘““lion of feeder

House of Assembly complex wu mso 
converted intothe state Judiciary Head.
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SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE
eral government assisted Minna- 
Gwada-Sarki Pawn-Kaduna roads arc 
completed with already 6-junction 
street lights in Minna functioning, Ni­
ger State would have become a show­
piece.

Preaidoat Babangida eoznmisaioca Tun^jna Kawo Dam.
To hin left is the governor.

tion of modern markets at Bida, Kontag- 
ora, Sulcja and Minna. These project are 
all at their advanced stages of comple­
tion.
To give; a face-lift to the Emir’s Palaces 

in the state, over N4.2 million has been 
spent on phase one of the reconstruction 
and renovation work on all major pal­
aces in the state.

DEPARTMENT FOR LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

With the dissolution of the ministries 
for local government nationwide, Gov­
ernor Gwadabe announced the transfer 
of the functions of the state ministry for 
local government, community develop­
ment and co-operatives to the 
Governor’s office.

Since his assumption, Governor La- 
wan Gwadabe has shown keen interest 
in the construction of modern markets. 
To this effect, contract worth N17.5 
million were awarded for the construc-

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
The Civil Service Commission is a 

government agency, responsible for the 
recruitment, promotion and discipline 
of the state’s civil servants. On assump­
tion of office in 1987, and after viewing 
the financial position of the state, Gov­
ernor Gwadabe ordered that an em­
bargo be placed on the recruitment of 
expatriate officers. This has greatly 
reduced the financial burden on the 
state, especially as it affects part pay­
ment of salaries in hard currency, for 
the expatriate staff.

The CSC has also continued to give 
promotion to deserving officers in the 
public service of the state. The number 
of disciplinary actions taken against 
erring civil servants has also reduced 
from 166 in 1987 to 78 in 1988.
During his tenure Governor Gwadabe 

has encouraged Nigerlites to fill then- 
quota at the Federal level and are al­
lowed to join various organisations ac­
cording to individual disposition such as 
the Immigration and Custom’s Depart­
ments.
In the area of civil service reforms this 

has been implemented by the state gov­
ernment.

The reform which is aimed nt achiev­
ing productivity within the oervice, is 
yielding fruitful results as many civil 
servants are now appointed Directors- 
General, Directors etc.

WATER BOARD
Other water projects successfully exe­

cuted include the solar powered water 
supply scheme at Paiko, the Kontagora 
dam, the construction of 45,000 litres 
steel storage water tank at Kuta and the 
Gusoro water treatment plant.

The Bi-Water company has also com­
pleted some water projects especially in 
Kutiriko, Tungan Mallam, Wushishi, 
Farin-Doki, Diyeko, Maje, Etsu-gaie, 
Takuti, Kwakuti, Bida, Paiko and 
Minna. Efforts have also been made by 
the state government to expand the 
water works in Bida, Lapai, and Sulcja 
in order to provide drinking water for a 
large number of the populace.

HOUSING CORPORATION
SHELTER io another of the basic es­

sential of human existence. It protects 
one from the vagaries of nature like 
rain, heat and cold. Thus acquisition of 
shelter, is probably as old as man him­
self and ranks third in importance of the 
needs of man after only food and water.
The acquisition of a house therefore, is 

of prime importance to everyone and 
this is where the Niger State Housing 
Corporation comes in.
Niger State Housing Corporation was 

established to primarily provide im­
proved accommodation to its citizens. 
This is being pursued with vigour by the 
Gwadabc administration. At least 65% 
of the state civil servants are being ac­
commodation in government quarters.

Over the years the state Housing Cor­
poration has embarked upon a lot of 
ambitious projects, that is not only cur­
rently solving the accommodation prob­
lems of the state, but is also beautifying 
it. The magnificent multi-storey block 
(Progress Court) built at a cost of N1.2 
million, commercial complexes 1,2 and 3 
built at 300,000 Naira, 450,000 Naira 
and N1.5 million respectively arc all 
geared towards reducing our accommo­
dation problems and at the same time 
improving the aesthetic beauty of the 
state.
Similarly, about 760 serviced plots at a 

cost of N1 million are being sold to citi­
zens in Minna while it is expected that 
Bida, Kontagora, Suleja and other local 
government headquarters shall have 
their share of serviced plots.

Niger State Housing Corporation un­
der Lt-Col. Lawan Gwadabc made his­
tory when it saw to the completion of the 
Niger State High Court complex at a 
cost of N1.3 million, the constructions of 
the Bida modern market at N3.5 mil­
lion, theGwari market in Minna at N2.1 
million and the Shiroro local govern­
ment secretariat at 750,000 Naira.

It is expected that by the time the 
current House Ownership Scheme ma­
terialises, the Niger State Housing 
Corporation during the tenure of Lt-Col. 
Lawan Gwadabe would have satisfied 
another basic need of most of the citi­
zens.
RURAL ELECTRICITY BOARD
In its effort to bring development to the 

grassroots, the state government is now

negotiating for a loan to electricity 32 
towns in the state and connect them to 
the national grid.

Construction work on the 33KV trans­
mission line between Bida and Doko and 
that of Bida to Lemu have been com­
pleted. The township distribution net­
work is being carried out, including the 
connection of Badeggi town in Gbako 
local government area to the national 
grid and the construction of 33KV line 
between Minna and Paiko.
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nally, the council has opened 
of museums and the state 
in all the local government 

Headquarters.
To realize our; 

acioui society, 
stration is cunei 
multi 
and

centres in each of the local government 
areas of the state.

The council has continued to encour­
age aspects of our culture in cwr educa­
tional institutions. In this regard the 
council has been organising ochoo 
drama competitions at the nursery, pri­
mary and secondary school levels. This 
is aimed at promoting social and cul­
tural relationship between all commu­
nities in the state.

In the area of tourism and research, 
the government embarked upon the 
reactivation of the state tourist centres 
at Zungcni colonial settlement, Gurara 
Falls and the state museum.
Researchers from various institutions 

in the country have been commissioned 
to undertake researches on the culture 
of the state and to excavate for items qf 
archaeological significance in some 
sites.

Additions 
branches 
achieves 
head----

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL DEVEL­
OPMENT, YOUTH AND SPORTS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Most communities within the state 

have reacted positively towards the fi­
nancial predicament of the state, by 
forming their own development associa­
tions. This is because the present dis­
pensation in the state has never hidden 
the facts of its poor revenue base, thus 
endearing them to our rural populace.

Over 100 different self-help projects 
estimated at over N5 million were exe­
cuted by various communities within 
the ten local government areas of the 
state during the period under review. 
These projects include the building of 
rural health clinics, classrooms, com­
munity halls, television viewing 
centres, construction of feeder roads, 
bridges, boreholes, rural electrification, 
and lota of other projects.

In executing these self-help projects, 
assistance is received from the federal, 
state and local governments. For ex­
ample, the Federal Government re­
cently provided a 250,000 Naira grant 
for the Ma’ali community, in Lavun lo­
cal government area, after executing a 
self-help rural hospital project. The 
hospital included a laboratory and four 
quarters for the staff. Similarly the 
state government has spent about N.8 
million in grants and assistance to vari­
ous community development projects, 
while the various communities, and 
their local governments have contrib­
uted about N4 million for various proj­
ects.

Communities like Ndagbaci in the 
Gbako local government area, con­
structed a dispensary, while the Esha

professional advice to the government 
on land matters as it affects the public 
and individuals.
Within the period under review, 1180 

applications received from both the 
■Ute and Federal Governments were 
approved. Also of the 860 applications 
received for ploU at layout, 715 have 
already been approved. 886 applica­
tions were received for conversion of 
customary right of occupancy to statu­
tory right of occupancy. Of the number 
764 have been approved.
Out of489 applications received by the 

division for land transaction such as 
mortgages, sublease, and transfer, 409 
were approved by Mr. Governor, while 
80 did not meet the requirement. 1328 
approved land applications were re­
ceived by the sUte government of which 
628 were finalised and generated a reve­
nue of 224,540.60 Naira.

Luy. Thera i» the mulii-P»nx»e 
drainage in Kngora. ,
The sUte government, ™dcr the lead­

ership of Lt-Col. Lawan Gwadabe has 
indeed done a lot of encourage grass­
roots development through the orn^“ 
tion of development associations, io 
this end over 500 community develop­
ment associations have been registered 
to date.

MINISTRY OF WORKS, 
TRANSPORT & HOUSING.

GOOD road network arc important 
indices of the state of development in a 
given society. In other words, there can 
be no meaningful development without 
a corresponding good network of roads. 
It was for thia obvious reason that Gov­
ernor Lawan Gwadabc, on assumption 
of office two yearn ago accorded top pri­
ority to the construction of good road 
networks, to ensure cosy movement of 
people, goods, and vehicles.

A staggering sum of over N76 million 
was committed to the development of 
roads including construction of drain­
ages in some major towns of the stale I 
namely: Minna, Sulcjn, Bids and Kon- I 
Ugora during the early days of Gover­
nor Gwadabc’s administration. The 
asphalt over lay of some selected roads 
in the capital city, Minna covering a 
total distance of 13.50 kilometres was 
also considered necessary and subse­
quently executed. Today, Minna looks 
more like the capital of a state than 
what it used to look like — thanks to the 
two years of tenure of Lt-Col. Lawan 
Gwadabc.

Governor Gwadabe han also done a lot 
of open up the ntato, facilitating and 
encouraging the influx of investors as 
well as enabling farmern to use the new 
access roods to the rural areas, to bring 
their products to the cities. The rehabili­
tation of the Sulejo-Bwari road at N5.6 
million, the N1.5 million, Jima-Doko 
road awarded to SETRACO Nigeria 
Limited, the Kontagora-Kotonkoro- 
Bangi road put at a cost ofN35 million to 
link the State to Sokoto State and the 
rehabilitation of the 105-kilomctre 
Mctocibo-Kafin Koro road says it all.

On the whole, it is estimated that over 
300 kilometres of roads were con­
structed and rehabilitated in just two 
years of the administration of Lt-Col. 
Lawan Gwadabc.

It is expected that by the time the 
Zungeni-Minna-Lambatta and the fed-

goal of a culturally con- 
thc Gwadabe admini- 

•ntly constructing a 
ti-purpose cultural centre in Minna, 
is expected to be completed soon.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
In an effort to ensure the quick dispen­

sation of justice, Governor Lawan Gwa­
dabc on assuming office in the state, 
called for the speedy completion of the 
ongoing construction work of the law 
library.

Two more law libraries have also been 
initiated at Suleja and Kontagora in 
addition to the existing one at Bida.
Under his able leadership, the former 

House of Assembly complex was also 
converted into the state Judiciary Head­
quarters.

MINISTRY OF LANDS, SURVEY 
AND TOWN PLANNING

Before its creation, the Ministry of 
Lands, Survey and Town Planning was 
a division of the rather larger Ministry 
of Works, Transport and Housing. This 
woo why the Gwadabe administration 
decided to break the ministry into two 
for better and effective management.

The Ministry of Lands, Survey and 
Town Planning is divided into throe 
professional divisions: Lands, Survey, 
and Town Planning. The Lands division 
is responsible for the administration of 
lands in the state in accordance with the 
provision of the Land Use Act Number 6 
of 1978. In addition, this division gives
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y for 
•lop- 
the

President Baboncida connlgtlona Tunyan Kavro Dam.
To his left is the governor.

tion of modern markets at Bids, Kontag­
ora, Suleja and Minna. These project are 
all at their advanced stages of comple­
tion.
To give; a face-lift to the Emir's Palaces 

in the state, over N4.2 million has been 
spent on phase one of the reconstruction 
and renovation work on all major pal­
aces in the state.

work is beii 
connection 
local govt 
grid and

negotiating for a loan to electricity 32 
towns in the state and connect them to 
the national grid.

Construction work on the 33KV trans­
mission line between Bida and Doko and 
that of Bida to Lemu have been com­
pleted. The township distribution net- 
•—'•J's- being carried out, including the 

.ion of Badeggi town in Gbako 
jvernment area to the national 

o____ ,d the construction of 33KV line
between Minna and Paiko.

eral government assisted Minna- 
Gwada-Sarki Pawa-Kaduna roads are 
completed with already 5-junction 
street lights in Minna functioning, Ni­
ger State would have become a show­
piece.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
The Civil Service Commission is a 

government agency, responsible for the 
recruitment, promotion and discipline 
of the state's civil servants. On assump­
tion of office in 1987, and after viewing 
the financial position of the state, Gov­
ernor Gwadabe ordered that an em­
bargo be placed on the recruitment of 
expatriate officers. This has greatly 
reduced the financial burden on the 
state, especially as it affects part pay­
ment of salaries in hard currency, for 
the expatriate staff.

The CSC has also continued to give 
promotion to deserving officers in the 
public service of the state. The number 
of disciplinary actions taken against 
erring civil servants has also reduced 
from 166 in 1987 to 78 in 1988.

During his tenure Governor Gwadabe 
has encouraged Nigerlites to fill their 
quota at the Federal level and are al­
lowed to join various organisations ac­
cording to individual disposition such as 
the Immigration and Custom's Depart­
ments.
In the area of civil service reforms this 

has been implemented by the state gov­
ernment.

The reform which is aimed at achiev­
ing productivity within the service, is 
yielding fruitful results as many civil 
servants are now appointed Diroctors- 
General, Directors etc.

DEPARTMENT FOR LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

With the dissolution of the ministries 
for local government nationwide, Gov­
ernor Gwadabe announced the transfer 
of the functions of the state ministry I 
local government, community develc 
ment and co-operatives to t 
Governor’s office.

Since his assumption, Governor La- 
wan Gwadabe has shown keen interest 
in the construction of modern markets. 
To this effect, contract worth N17.5 
million were awarded for the construc-

WATER BOARD
Other water projects successfully exe­

cuted include the solar powered water 
supply scheme at Paiko, the Kontagora 
dam, the construction of 45,000 litres 
steel storage water tank at Kuta and the 
Gusoro water treatment plant.

The Bi-Water company has also com­
pleted some water projects especially in 
Kutiriko, Tungan Mallam, Wushishi, 
Farin-Doki, Diyeko, Maje, Etsu-gaie, 
Takuti, Kwakuti, Bida, Paiko and 
Minna. Efforts have also been made by 
the state government to expand the 
water works in Bida, Lapai, and Suleja 
in order to provide drinking water for a 
large number of the populace.

HOUSING CORPORATION
SHELTER is another of the basic es­

sential of human existence. It protects 
one from the vagaries of nature like 
rain, heat and cold. Thus acquisition of 
shelter, is probably as old as man him­
self and ranks third in importance of the 
needs of man after only food and water.
The acquisition of a house therefore, in 

of prime importance to everyone and 
this is where the Niger State Housing 
Corporation comes in.
Niger State Housing Corporation was 

established to primarily provide im­
proved accommodation to its citizens. 
This is being pursued with vigour by the 
Gwadabe administration. At least 65% 
of the state civil servants are being ac­
commodation in government quarters.

Over the years the state Housing Cor­
poration has embarked upon a lot of 
ambitious projects, that is not only cur­
rently solving the accommodation prob­
lems of the state, but is also beautifying 
it. The magnificent multi-storey block 
(Progress Court) built at a cost of N1.2 
million, commercial complexes 1,2 and 3 
built nt 300,000 Naira, 450,000 
and N1.5 million respectively arc all 
geared towards reducing our accommo­
dation problems and at the same time 
improving the aesthetic beauty of the 
state.
Similarly, about 760 serviced plots nt a 

cost of N1 million are being sold to citi­
zens in Minna while it is expected that 
Bida, Kontagora, Suleja and other local 
government headquarters shall have 
their share of serviced plots.

Niger State Housing Corporation un­
der Lt-Col. La wan Gwadabc made his­
tory when it saw to the completion of the 
Niger State High Court complex at a 
cost of Nl.3 million, the constructions of 
the Bida modern market at N3.5 mil­
lion, theGwari market in Minna at N2.1 
million and the Shiroro local govern­
ment secretariat nt 750,000 Naira.

It is expected that by the time the 
current House Ownership Scheme ma­
terialises, the Niger State Housing 
Corporation during the tenure of Lt-Col. 
Lawan Gwadabe would have satisfied 
another basic need of most of the citi­
zens.
RURAL ELECTRICITY BOARD
In its effort to bring development to the 

grassroots, the state government is now



Citizen

Citizen

On the streets every Monday

Citizen

all
&b

... all you want in a newsmagazine:
® Actually two magazines in one. one devoted to politics, economics, the 
environment and science: the other to people, culture and social events.
® The News Yes, but we shall also say our minds on all the major issues 
of the day.
o Inspired, solid, quality writing, that will move you as it is intended to.
° Tw o centres of operation, bubbling Lagos and secretive Kaduna.

Published by:
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS LIMITED 

C 11 UNCWAN KANAWA. PM. 2UM, KADUNA 
10A Acme Rd, of! bheri Ro»d Agldmgbi, Ugoi



LAUNCHING OF CmZEN
Acknowledgement

Board of Directors

J
Citizen August 27,1990

The Board of Directors of Citizen Communications Limited wishes to thank all 
those who in one way or the other contributed in making the launching of the 
maiden edition of its magazine Citizen on August 20, a successful one.

In particular we would like to thank the following:
1. Major-General Hassan Usman, OFR, Ciroman Katsina, who chaired the 

occasion.
2. Colonel Abdullahi Sarki Mukhtar, the Military Governor of Kaduna State, 

who was the chief launcher.
3. Alhaji Aliko Mohammed, CFR, Dan lyan Misau, who was the Guest Speaker.
4. Today newspaper and Hotline magazine, especially their Chairman, Alhaji 

Abidina Commassie and Alhaji Hassan Sani, Magajin Rafin Kontagora, who 
allowed us to use their facilities gratis for many months.

5. Messers Yakubu Mohammed and Dan Agbese who gave our management 
every encouragement as well as moral support.

6. The New Nigerian newspapers as well as the Democrat who allowed us the use 
of their libraries. In particular we wish to thank Alhaji Ismaila Isa, the 
managing director of Democrat, who through positive coverage and editori­
als as well as personally, gave us moral and material support.

7. Both Katsina and Kaduna State governments who launched the magazine with 
25,000 Naira each.

8. Alhaji Umaru Sanda who led the prayers for opening ceremony. The numer­
ous readers who quietly bought copies for hundreds of Naira.

9. Last but by no means the least, the many important dignitaries who spread 
time inspite of their busy schedule to attend the launching.

We cannot thank you enough, except to say we shall do our utmost best to meet 
your expectations and justify your confidence.
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themselves into power that 
ethics got thrown to the 
wind. Politics, he 
"must be subjected to the 
rules of the game, democ­
racy must be nurtured and 
When you're conducting a 

census of new breed and the 
not too-new breed politi­
cians, Labaran Tanko, is 
someone to watch and 
count. A grassroots man, 
Labaran made his debut in 
politics way back in 1976 
when he defeated Alhaji 
Inuwa Wada, a former De­
fence Minister under the 
Balewa regime at the first 
local government elections mischievous attempt to tie 
at the Durimin/Yakasai the two new political par­
constituency in Kano. ties to the'apron strings of 

Since then, there was no the dissolved political asso- 
stopping him as Labaran ciations or proscribed par- 
soared to win elections ties of the Second Republic,

twice, 1979 and 1983 into "All such imaginary carry 
the House of Represent- over of old loyalties smack
fives under the proscribed -r J - 
Peoples Redemption Party 
PRP). A businessman, 
publicist, writer and fighter 
yr an egalitarian society, 
abaran is ready "to con­
i’- X-~-*ICW 
cial order by participat-

Mohammed Side
W y ——•»if the 

‘hird Republic must sur­
vive."

Mohammed believes the 
grassroots focus of the pree- 
ent political dispensation b 
an advantage for those wit- 

and an obstacle for political 

says is ripe the new breed pohti- 
cians may be forced to con­
vert their watchers into ac-

V, that the Third Republic will 
____ j con- certainly usher in a stable iue the struggle for a new and lasting polity. What 

cial order by participat- posts will be be contesting? 
5 in active politics ' He is Labaran would rather wait 
ed by what he considers for the party to decide.
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The correct diagnosis of an 
ailment is half the cure. Mo­
hammed Sule 33, is a politi­
cal doctor of the diabetic 
Nigeria. His diagnosis and 
prescriptions are contained 
in his latest book The Devil 
Seat which focused on the 
delicate power balance and 
political manoeuvres of the 
Second Republic. By writ­
ing the book Mohammed 
hopes to trigger an attitudi- ---------
nal change in the scramble thuggery abolished 
for power.

An avid watcher of the 
Second Republic, he felt 
concerned by the impa­
tience of the "gate crashing" 
politicians who were in so -----iur tnose wm>-
much hurry to catapult ing to render selfless service 
them vlvf* intn nnum- u..* and an obstacle for political 

dictators. So when the time
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For years, the belief was that 
the best colour separation 
could only be done abroad.

Now ASTS, a subsidiary of the 
Nigerian Security Printing and 
Minting Company has proved 
that first class colour separa­
tion can be done here in 
Nigeria in 24 hours.

ASTSv .Colour Separation can 
match and even surpass whatever you get anywhere.
ASTS will provide First Class Positives and Cromalin proofs 
from Colour Transparencies and direct Colour Photographs to 
give printers the sharpest colour prints.

For your first class separation and 24 hour - express service 
call 610981, 613339, 612864.

ADVANCED SECURITY & TECHNOLOGY SERVICES LTD.
(A subsidiary of Nigerian Security Printing & Minting Company Limited.)
Plot 1215, Ibiyinka Olorunimbe Close, Off Amodu Ojikutu Street, Victoria Island, ago . 

ASTS —for Colours Brought Alive!


