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h’ f asll>’the st°ry of the past week was the movement of 
nJ the federal capital from Lagos to Abuja. For over 10 
P . years the Federal Government prevaricated over the

* * move as it was postponed several times. Even when 
the movement seemed certain a fortnight ago, it was delayed 
by a week. When, at long last, the capital finally moved, it 
naturally made the headlines in the media. However, this was 
less on account of thedelays than on account of the controversy 
that eventually surrounded Abuja. When it all started back in 

| 19/5, there was national consensus that the move was neces­
sary'. Soon, however, the usual ethnic and religious divisions 
came in and with it a sustained campaign by a section of the

| media to scuttle the change.
To cover the historical movement, Tawey Zakka, was on 

: hand in Abuja. Zakka is an old hand in reporting from the city 
| having worked there for some years as a staff of New Ntgenan.

For cover however, we passed over Abuja and decided to 
examine the attack on a former head of state Major-Genera

I Muhammadu Buhari as chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
i Gtdanniyarjihar Katsina (Katsina State Foundation) by Colonel 
1 John Yahaya Madaki, the Katsina State Governor. A few weeks 
; back, Madaki threatened to sack Buhari if he (Buhari) did not 
i release 20,000,000 Naira from the fund for the completion of 

certain projects. Buhari did not and last week Madaki kept his
- word — he sacked the entire board and appointed a Sole Ad­

ministrator for the fund. Some contributors took the matter to 
the court and got injunctions stopping the administrator from 
operating the fund. The substantive case querying Madaki's 
powers to sack the board is not due for hearing until January 
16 long after Madaki would have moved to his new post as 
Commander of Brigade of Guards. Meantime controversy is 
mging on Madaki's words and deeds and Buhari's studious 
silence. Mohammed Bomoi, Bilkisu Yusuf and Mohammed 
Haruna handled the story. Mum seemed to be the word with 
most people involved that we talked to. In the few instances

most insisted on anonymity. Still you

TVtr.de
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Abiola Maronfoye 
Kaduna

f___
letters^^---

Will diarchy work?
Sir,
Your leader of November 18th— 

24th completely ignored how reso­
lute Nigerians can be when it comes 
to collective actions especially 
against the military rule.

You once raised the same issue as 
regard the squabbles that may en­
sue between civilian governors and 
their military overlords.

For democracy to endure in the 
Third Republic, the president must, 
if not already retired, be a civilian, 
and be surrounded with all the para­
phernalia of civilian administration.

U.T. Shua
 Bauchi

Sir,
For the simple reason that the 

governorship candidates were given 
provisional clearance and not a final 
one, (Citizen November 18 1991), is 
enough proof that the Babangida 
diarchy would work come 1992.

All democratically elected gov­
ernors must either play ball or be 
ready to receive the boot.

In this new dispensation all dvil- 
§ir ian governors would nothelpbutbe
I quite agree with Jigah who subordinates.BasseyEkpoBassey- 

—4----------------------chairman Calabar Municipal Coun­
cil will readily testify to this. So 
come what may Babangida’s di­
archy has come to stay.

Abdulkadir Sirajo 
Funtua

hinks yearning to be democratically 
ruled in Nigeria is a dream what 
with our past experiences where all 
forms of government have failed 
because of the inordinate ambition 
of a few to lord over the weak.

Even if the transitional diarchy 
succeeds and the military finally 
hands over to the civilians, they will 
always use force and veto power to 
get their way in again. Diarchy or no 
diarchy the military has found a 
home.

-------------------------------------------- ©
Professional betrayal?
Sir,
I, on behalf of the entire families 

and friends of M. Hamza Aminu 
and Abubakar G.Sule (both mem­
bers of your union) wish to express 
our denunciation of your glaring 
betrayal as regards the arrest and

gir removed for daring to challenge a
Why should there be a transi- military governor of his state?

tional diarchy and why should the Aisha Magaji
military hold unto thereinsof power Bakori
until such a time it decides to quit 
when we are capable of electing 
those we want to govern us?

As is traditional, the military will
always dictate no matter the given 
circumstance. But we as citizens of 
this country deserve a say in how 
our lives should be governed

As much as we know that-
Babangida's transitional diarchy is  
going to be an unequal partnership, subsequent detention of these 
which is not diarchy in the real *------ <•----------
sense of the word we must demand 
an end to military dictatorship!

Sijuade Oyinloye
Lagos

members of your union.
Lest we forget, the two gentle­

men were whisked off from their 
families some forty or so days ago, 
and the disappointed world is yet to 
hear you write out in protest or in­

 quiry regarding their fates.
Is it not the same NUJ that 

shouted and keeps barking "WHO 
KILLED DELE GIWA"? Yet not an 
eyebrow has been raised in protest 
for the arrest and detention of your 
colleagues from Amana. Not even a 
single plea on their behalf, talk less 
of a protest of some sort.

Does'nt the NUJ realize that we 
feel the same pains as was felt by the 
relations of the Guardian editors 
when they were separated from 
them? We advise you not to let our 
fears that you are after all a faceless; 
double-crossing and cowardly or­
ganisation to be founded.

Finally, we want to know where 
areM. Hamza Aminu and Abubakar 
G.Sule? Whatfatehasbefallen them? 
We would all be better off detained 
along with them than left out here in 
suspense. We are not expecting any 
belated response from you. Your 

Sir, responses can as well be reserved
Segun Osoba may as well be the for the benefit of your more privi- 

first casualty of the Babangida di- leged and more favoured and dearer 
archy if he thinks that the military colleagues.
cannot remove a governor at will. Abdul-Azeez Suleiman

Where was Osoba when a civil- Zaria
ian local government chairman was

Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be 
typed double space and addressed to I citers Page, Citizen, G.ll Ungwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna.

Citizen, December 16, 1991
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Madaki has over done his hobby

value their self-respect above the littlegovern-

except perhaps Governor Madaki, would 
think of embarrassing any of them.

The recent pronouncements by Madaki 
about his encounters with General Buhari 

warfare. This is unlikely to take him any- with regard to the foundation's money were 
singularly unfortunate. Even if the governor

state, were ill advised.
The governor, instead of famishing the 

nor, but that doesn't mean he will not repeat general's image, has only tarnished his own, 
..□mi., u,o .□— x-—i ...m. a.-. ? and embarrassed the eminent members of the 
situation. foundation. He has no locus standi to ask

Buhari. The general heads the Katsina Foun-

minister funds behalf of the people of

LEADERS— ■■■ —

Madaki and Katsina
Foundation
^^olonel John Yahaya Madaki said his money from the coffers of the foundation 
■ hobbyisbarefootwildadventureand which totalled 50 million Naira. This clearly 
^^jungle warfare. Fora soldier whowill was the duty of the trustees comprising a 
be called upon to take command in war to groupofveryeminentcitizensfromthestate. 
protect lives and property such brashnesscan Each of them, needless to say, is as eminent a 
beanasset. The trouble with Colonel Madaki personality as any in the county. No one, 
isthatheistooimpatientto wait for war, and ’ " ’ ,J
sohetreatshisdeploymenttoKatsinaasgov- 
emorasa wild adventure, and every civil ser­
vant or contractor as a combatant in jungle

where except to grief.
There have been talk of his escapades hadtheauthoritytoaskforthatmoneyand we 

with contractors, his threat to summarily believe he hadn't, the words he used on the 
execute a muslim leader, and the very sour personofthegeneral,whowasonceMadaki's 

’ relationships between him and his subordi- commander-in-chief and a former head of 
1 nates. There havebeen indicationsof remorse 
, and retraction of some of these by the gover- 

i exactly the same thing faced with the same 
situation.

And that is why it must worry all of us. forthose monies which the people, and not the 
Recently he took on General Muhammad government,entrusted to the foundation. We 
Buhari. The general heads the Katsina Foun- think Madaki has over done his hobby 
dation which is supposed to collect and ad- again.
minister funds on behalf of the people of It is sad because Katsina citizens see Ma-
Katsina State. The foundation is a trusteeship daki as an achiever. But he is probably un­
duly registered in law with its own separate aware that he is dealing with people who 
legal existence apart from the government. valuetheirself-respectabovethelittlegovern-

The governor wanted to get and spend ment can do.

Abuja: a bold move
Wyry hat started as a rather ambitious city's land requirement. The option was clear 

V! Vz dreaml5 years ago became a real- —a new capital city in a central location with 
V V ity last week when the seat of abundant land.

the federal government finally moved Today, the Federal Capital Territory FCT,
fromLagostoAbuja.lt was in fulfilment of which covers an area of 8,000 square kilo- 
the aspirations of the founders—late metresistwicethesizeofLagos.Itremainsthe 
General Murtala Muhammed proclaimed biggest project in sub-Saharan Africa.
Abuja the nation's capital in February 1976. While one can not fault the master plan

Before then, we have had to contend with which provides for a phased development of 
the congested business city of Lagos, thus the FCT, the snail speed with which office and 
putting immense strain on its infrastructure, residential accommodations are being con- 
The construction of the maze of flyovers did structed has slowed the pace of movement to 
noteasethetrafficcongestionnordidtheland the capital. This is why we commend the 
reclamation policy satisfy the expanding president'sdecisiontomovetoAbujabeingas 
Citizen, December 16,1991

fromLagostoAbuja.lt
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creating and antagonising an enemy that wit 
never give up.

We wish the peoples of the former Sovie

_______ 1

populated mainly by civil servants whom—■ 
now stretch a pay packet to meet addition 
cost of living.

While it is true that housing has kbc 
matched demand, the transportationrequitt— 
ment of the burgeoning city must Is 
promptly addressed. If it looks bi= 
footdragging, the private sector mue 
shoulder part of the blame since tie­
government cannot, as has been empha­
sised, be expected to develop the citj 
alone.

Ifthecapital mustsatisfytherushthatte 
presidential move is bound tn trigger, the de- 
velopment of this city, the focus of unity cat 
not be delayed any longer.

are making a bolt for freedom. They have 
been dehumanised by communism, the ide 
ology that must today be recognised as the

___L —"J—k-rfrt,v-
Already- a commonw ealth of independ­

ent states have indicated their desire to sign 
up. Those who ha ven'tdonearein theprocess

— Mikhail Sergeyich Gor- gional get together, They- should all be en- 
,------------ -—j —■ couragedalongthatroad.Webelieveavolun-

co™, eK’urney downhill had recognisable tary commonwealth is the most appropriate 
” - _ — ' ' - - • r *.1---------...L —I skmr

coup by Russian generals under Gennadi
*“-icx, mcuissuiuuun 

“fn^SovietGommunistPartyand withitthe

J' ith Gorbachev off the scene as the coup must be free — from domestic dictatorships
----------- 1 or external superpower interference — to 
since. The reorder their lives according to their beliefs.

it were a commitment to the time set by the 
founders for the relocation. We expect it to 
hasten the pace of development, motivate 
entrepreneurs and strengthen the faith of all in 
its unifying role. It is indeed a historic 
event. While other ministries and parastatals 
that are yet to move are now expected to 
follow suit reality tells us to tamper such opti­
mism with caution. Abuja is not ready for 
them.

The capital city has already acquired 
the reputation of the country's most 
expensive city due to the pressure on 
available accommodation in what still 
remains a wilderness. This is an unwhole­
some development in a place that will be

USSR: The end
reeling a structure is more difficult to
effect than demolishing it. This is as
true in architecture as it is in nation- — OJ----------  . * - .

building. Take the case of the former Soviet biggest man made disaster in modem i , 
Union. It took millions of people more than 70 Already a commonwealth of in epen
years — years of unprecedented bloodshed, ent Soviet states exists and all the in 
human suffering on a scale unknown in 
modem times and the sinking of inestimable ----------------------- k* • re­
quantities of resources — to build. Now it has of doing so or putting finishing touchesin
taken one man — Mikhail Sergeyich Gor- gional get together, They should all efr 
bachev — just a mere six years to destroy it. couraged along tha t road. We believe ax ojin^

Thn inurney downhill had recognisable L ------ s t »
steps. It began in earnest with-the attempted type of association for them/what they n 
coup by Russian generals under Gennadi L d.w — VI---- -------
Yanayevin August. This led to the dissolution grapples to chart its own future. ,

-------------------- ’  ? Clearly ’ ' '
fear that bound the Soviet Empire together.

lasted the republics took the initiative. And 
they have not looked back ever j  
Baltic states were the first to declare their 
independence — for the second time. When 
they first did, Gorbachev, who then had some 
residual power, resisted as he resisted the 
attempts by the Muslim Central Asian Repub­
lics.

There are 15 republics in the Soviet Union 
and perhaps there are no two states that 
wish to stay togetheras one country voluntar­
ily. The Baltic states were g 
and after the world wars. The central Asian 
and the Caucasus state turned to Russia for 
help against external oppressors. It helped  r t
them — and then became the new oppressor. Union all the best as they re-order their new 
It is therefore not surprising that all of them systems.

is the loosest type of confederation as each

Clearly a wind of change is blowing 
throughout the world and all peoples

or external superpower interference — to

There are dangers that this may be resisted, 
especially with respect to the muslim 
people of the Soviet Union and other 
lands. The West has gone all over the 
world instigating people in the name of 
democracy’ to take up their affairs in their 
hands. Yet when muslims do thatit suddenly 
becomes a thing of worry.

As it cheers the dissolution of its former 
gobbled up during enemy’, the West must do all it can to avoid
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Th® road to Abuja

_____

confront the problems that willy- 
nilly accompany every pioneering 
effort. It is for summoning that cour­
age that we must salute Babangida.

TTV\ ccember 12, 1991, the day 
J1 J’j President Babangida 
J moved the country's capi­
tal from Lagos to Abuja, will go down 
in our history as one of its most im­
portant milestones. Of course this is 
not the first time we will be moving 
our federal capital. The first time 
was way back early in the century 
when Lord Lugard, then the Gover­
nor-General of a newly amalga­
mated Nigeria,moved theheadquar- 
ters from Lokoja, the confluence of 
Niger and Benue rivers to Zungeru 
in Niger State. The headquarters 
moved briefly to Kaduna and finally 
to Lagos where it remained until last 
Thursday.

Although our capital has moved 
around, this is the first time that we 
ourselves would do it, instead of 
our colonial masters. In a way, the 
context was similar. Colonial and 
military rule are both dictatorships, 
so the rulers could take public opin­
ion for granted in moving our capi­
tal around. This time there was a dif­
ference; when the idea of moving 
the capital started over 15 years ago, 
the military regime at the time - 
General Murtala Muhammed's - 
didn't take public opinion for 
granted. There was fulsome debate 
at whose end emerged the national 
concensus that Lagos was, among 
other things too filthy, congested, 
crime-ridden, too strategically ex­
posed to outside attack and too

Citizen, December 16,1991

have been sufficient for cancelling 
the movement to Abuja; corruption 
was not peculiar to the project and 
Lagos continued to surpass Abuja 
on the federal govemmen  fs expense 
account, if only for the flyovers that 
continued to be built.

Other objections wereeither plain 
stupid or mischievious. Among the 
stupid ones was that Abuja was 
being turned into an Islamic dty. 
The evidence? Bus stops with domes 
and minaret like projections,refusal 
of plots for building churches, ap­
pointment of a Grand Khadi for the 
city etc. The first was simply silly 
because the Basillica in Rome has 
perhaps the biggest dome I know. 
The second turned out to be false 
when the ministry of Abuja pub­
lished a full list of its land allocation. 
The third arose from the silly notion 
that Abuja was no man's land that 
was discovered, ala Mungo Park, by 
Aguda and Company. The reality of 
course, was that there were indi­
genes there, both muslims and Chris­
tians and the muslims had a right to 
be judged under sharia.

The plainly mischieviousreasons 
were first that Abuja Airport was 
unsafe because it was surrounded 
by rocks - you were tempted to ask 
why Switzerland bothered to have a 
national airline - and second that 
Abuja was infested with river blind­
ness! The tragedy of these stupid 
and mischievious reasonings was 

irguments. There was the one about that they were also made by highly
kvnmina a cpvnrp drain nn respectable people in society, some 

of them with international reputa­
tions to protect.

Which is why we must salute the 

moving the capital. The national 
concensus on moving to Abuja may 
have broken down, but no one can 
say the reasons for the movement 

„ _ have vanished. What has been lack-
it spent and the quantity and ing was the will to move in and

____ _________________
MOHAMMED HARUNA

emir, Alhaji Suleiman Barau.
The national concensus on mov­

ing the capital to Abuja was a most 
welcome development in a country 
whose people had a predilection for 
divisiveness along regional, ethnic 
and religional lines. Unfortunately 
the concensus was shortlived. Soon 
enough - starting from 1979/80 - 
divisions reared their ugly heads to 
the extentthatevenMrjustice Aguda 
himself and fellow panelists like Tai 
Solarin, started questioning the 
wisdom to moving out of Lagos. It 
was difficult to see why. Between 
the submission of the panel's report 
and the breakdown of the national 
concensus, no one could claim that 
Lagos had become less filthy, less 
congested, less crime-ridden, more 
strategically defensible or less ex­
pensive. There were,of course,other 
aru ~ '
Abuja becoming a severe drain on 
our meagre resources. At first glance 
this looked like a sound argument, 
especially as such presumably dis­
interested parties as the World Bank, courage of President Babangida in
added their voice to it. It could also ----- —:i-’ 'r’------------------ ’
not be denied that the Abuja project 
was massively riddled with corrup­
tion and waste as witnessed by the 
disparity between tfie billions gov­
ernment 
quality of goods and services it re­
ceived in return.

Inspite of all this, however, the 
bottomless pit argument could not

expensive to remain our capital. 
Muhammed then setup the Akinola 
Aguda panel to search for a new 
capital. The panel eventually settled 
for a virgin(?) territory near the old 
Abuja which historically was a large 
settlement of exiles from Zaria. For 
the new capital's name, the govern­
ment settled for Abuja and per­
suaded the old Abuja to change its 
name to Suleja, after the reigning



1

The 20 .. 2.. -n

Buhari: "deserves respect"

Citizen. December 16,1991
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COVER STORY ■■■■
Katsina Foundation

Naira gtory
What started out as an exemplary self help­

project threatens to turn into a political crisis 
with implications far beyond Katsina

olonel John Yahaya 
Madaki, the third Gov­
ernor of Katsina State, 
is, by his own admis­
sion^ "jungle expert," 

a bare-footed adventurer, a man 
who takes great delight in walking 
stealthily in the dead of the night, a 
predator who watches, listens, 
stalks and acts decisively. As a mat­
ter of fact, come Wednesday, De­
cember 18, a book titled "Jungle 
Expert" dedicated to his exploits 
both as an administrator and a sol­
dier, will be launched in Katsina.

The launching of the book, wnt- 
ten by his chief press secretary, 
Abubakar Ya/adua, is to be at­
tended, according to repeated pro­
motions on Katsina television last 
Wednesday, by a star cast in the 
persons of Chief Arthur Eze, Major 
General Hassan Usman Katsina 
(rtd), Ciroman Katsina, the Chair­
man of Julius Berger, Santurakin 
Katsina, Alhaji M.T.Usman, a for­
mer chief of defence staff, Lt-Gen­
eral Muhammadu Inuwa Wushishi, 
the President's in law, Chief Sonny 
Okogwu, a former secretary of the 
disbanded Federal Electoral Com­
mission, Alhaji Ahmadu Kurfi, a



Madaki, Buhari and Gwadabe at sports award day in Katsina

I called him 11 times and he came 11 
times and told me lies." What is the 
issue that had led the governor to 
publicly call his former com- 
mander-in-chief a liar? A Citizen 
investigation in Kaduna, Katsina 
and Lagos revealed a world that 
may well go beyond the issue of the 
Katsina Foundation.

In January this year, the Katsina 
Development Fund was launched, 
in essence to complement govern­
ment's efforts in the spheres of 
health, education, water supply and 
to promote whatever other aspects 
that would be identified as neces­
sary to the welfare and uplif tment of 
the standard of life of the people of 
the state.

V? ■yarious sources in Kaduna 
\\ / and Katsina confirmed that 

the moving spirit behind

_____________________________ 13 
the fund was the state government 
which also donated 30 million Naira 
at the launching of the fund and 
general assembly in February at 
which the indigenes, in their hun­
dreds re-affirmed their trust in the 
17 members of the board of trustees 
which had earlier been constituted 
by a committee that canvassed for 
funds for the foundation. The board, 
indeed, is eminent. It has General 
Buhari as chairman.

Members are Major General 
Shehu Musa Yar'adua, Tafidan 
Katsina, Major General Hassan 
Usman Katsina, Ciroman Katsina, 
Alhaji Hamza Zayyad, chairman of 
the Technical Committee on Privati­
sation and commercialisation; Am­
bassador Tanimu Saulawa; the 
Chief Justice of the Federation, Mr 
Justice Muhammadu Bello; the 
President of the Federal Court of

COVERSTORY
former minister of trade and agri­
culture, Alhaji Ismaila Mamman, 
the Governor of Niger State, Colo­
nel Lawan Gwadabe, Danmasanin 
Kano, Alhaji Yusuf Maitama Sule, 
the emirs of Katsina, and Daura 
Alhaji Muhammadu Kabir Usman 
and Alhaji Muhammadu Bashar, 
among others.

The parade of such eminent per­
sonalities underscores the great 
importance the people of Katsina 
attach to the tremendous achieve­
ments the governor has recorded in 
his short stay in the young state. 
Becauseofhis close rapport with the 
authorities in Lagos he got a lot of 
resources for the physical develop- 
mentof the state. Asamatterof fact, 
most residents of Katsina State, 
indigenes and non-indigenes alike, 
in all walks of life, seem to be unani­
mous in extolling the great strides 
the state has made 
in his time. A new, 
glitzy road strad­
dling the ancient 
city has just been 
named after him.

Recently, how­
ever, he seemed to 
have dropped in his 
popularity rating. 
On December 3, the 
governor, some say 
not uncharacteristi­
cally, held a press 
conference in the 
course of which he 
not only an­
nounced the sack­
ing of the 17-mem- 
ber board of trus­
tees of the Katsina 
State Foundation, 
known legally as 
Gidauniyar Jihar 
Katsina,and 
poured unre­
strained invectives 
on the person of the 
former head of 
state, Major Gen­
eral Muhammadu 
Buhari (rtd).

He specifically 
said, "In a nutshell,

Citizen. December 16,1991
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has a personal 
with General 
he should not

1
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Appeal, Mr Justice Manxman Nasir; 
Alhaji Garba Ja Abdulkadir, Alhaji 
Isa Kaita, Wazirin Katsina, Chair­
man of Julius Berger, Alhaji 
M.T.UsmanSanfuraHn Katsina, 
Faiia Babban Daura, Alhaji Haruna^ 
Alhaji Sani Buhari Daura, Alhaji 
Abdu Fan, Hajiya Hassu Iro Inko, 
Alhaji Lawai Kaita, Alhaji Umaru 
Mutallab and the Alhaji Dauda 
Daura Durbin Katsina,.

governments, the state government 
and from any individual with good 
ideas and submit them to a 15- 
member advisory council which in 
turn would scrutinise the proposals 
and recommend them to the board 
of trustees.

Reliable sources told Citizen that 
after the first meeting of the board in 
Katsina where a firm of chartered 
acountants was appointed to scruti­
nise the funds and pledges raised, 
the board received a letter from the 
state commissioner for commerce 
and trade asking the Gidauniya to 
grant a loan of20-25 million Naira or 
participate in the completion of 
Funtua Brick Works and Mani/ 
Katsina flour mills. In reply, the

tween 50 and 60 million t^Naira was raised at the 
^launching in cash and 

pledges, and although the state 
government initiated the commit­
tee, it did not appoint a chairman for 
the board of trustees. Buhari, the 
youngest of the 17-mem­
ber board was unani­
mously elected. The 
board in turn established 
four committees dealing 
with education, health, 
basic amenities and proj­
ects and appointed a di­
rector general, Dr Sabo 
Sodangi, to run the secre­
tariat. The Gidauniya 
lodged the monies col­
lected in 11 banks - Allied 
Bank of Nigeria, Bank of 
the North, United Bank 
for Africa, Union Bank, 
First Bank, Nigeria Uni­
versal Bank, International 
Merchant Bank, Nigeria 
Merchant Bank, Conti­
nental Merchant Bank, 
Habib Bank and New 
Africa Merchant Bank. At 
the time of the launching 
on February 22, the for­
mer head of state had 
stated that his mandate 
and that of the board was 
prudent expenditure of 
the fund. ‘The board will 
never be a party to misap­
propriation or misalloca­
tion," he had said

The comittees were to 
look into areas of needs of 
all the local communities, 
accept ideas from local

Citizen: What is your 
connection with the 
Katsina State Founda­
tion?
Garba: I was a committee 
member. We were the 
people who went round 
the local government ar­
eas to solicit for funds for 
the Gidauniya, and we 
took part in the whole 
process until the board of 
trustees was appointed, 
then we handed over eve­
rything to it.
It is true that the governor 
initiated the idea and it is a 
very good idea for the 
development of the state. 
Again there is no denying 
the fact that Governor 
Madaki has genuine in­
tentions for the state.

Even enemies of prog­
ress can see the evidence 
all over the state, but dis- 

| solving the board of trus­
tees is a wrong step and 
harsh. It comprised 
people of unquestionable 
character, respected eld­

ers and pillars of Katsina 
State.
If he 

quarrel 
Buhari, 
disgrace or show lack of 
respect to the other 
members. We are talking 
about a general, a former 
head of state. His utter­
ances show a lack of 
discipline in the Nigerian 
military, in the society. 
Anybody who rules this 
country, no matter his 
shortcomings, deserves 
some respect.
Citizen: Do you think 
there is political motiva­
tion behind it? Is it con­
ceivable that a person of 
the rank of a Colonel 
would attack a former 
head of state?
Garba: If he is being put to 
it, it is very unfortunate. 
Every government has its 
own shortcomings, no­
body is perfect. There are 
the individual differ­
ences. Unfortunately we

Hassan: one of the Foundation 
member

Madaki took the wrong step 
—Dangida 

are bequeathing bad ex­
amples to the younger 
generation. In this era of 
turbulence and uncertain­
ties if one should not re­
spect a former leader of 
any society, he too should 
expect the same treat­
ment.
Citizen: What is the reac­
tion of Katsinawa over 
this?
Garba: General Buhari 
uptil now has not re­
plied the governor, he has 
not taken any step, he has 
not said anything. He has 
not spoken to the press. 
Let them leave him alone, 
the man has tried, nobody 
can deny it. Many people 
have accused him that 
while in power, he did 
this, he detained a lot of 
people, did Buhari do all 
these alone?It was a col­
lective decision, but he 
has accepted responsibil­
ity as a leader.
Citizen: The ostensible 
reason for dissolving the



15

I

c

Citizen, December 16,1991

education and health committees. 
At the same time, another commit­
tee had lodged the money in fixed 
deposits in 11 banks, a situation that

draw the required 20 million Naira.
The committees of the board 

had meanwhile set December 7 for a 
meeting to write a report to the 
Gidauniya. That deadline could not 
be met and another date, December 
21, was set. It was at this point that 
the state secretary to the govern­
ment, Alhaji Bello Kofar Bai, issued 
a statement on December 3, not only 
dissolving theboard, but freeing the 
accounts of the Gidauniya. The state­
ment which came after a meeting of 
the state executive council, directed 
banks in which the funds are being

itizen also learnt that the 
government wrote an­
other letter to the board 

requesting it to release 30 million 
Naira to complete the college of 
education located at Dutsin Ma and 
equip a hospital at Malumfashi. A 
committee made up of Mr Justice

COVER STORY
sources said, the board asked for fi­
nancial details, technical expertise 
and feasibility studies. After a 
lengthy deliberation, it decided that 
it was unwise to lend money or 
participate in a project for which a 
feasibility study-was not available. 
It also informed the government 
that the board had only then re­
quested for registration.

Mamman Nasir, Generals Buhari 
and Hassan was appointed to dis­
cuss the issues with Governor Ma- 
daki. It duly wrote a brief to him and 
sought for an appointment. The 
brief contained details on two types 
of foundations. One, an ad hoc foun­
dation that is set up to raise funds 
which is usually done away with 
after the fund raising, and a perma­
nent foundation, one that usually 
outlives its initiatives with a board 
of trustees that possessed the au­
thority to spend revenue up to 20% 
in its first year and later develop its 
departments. The sources con­
firmed to Citizen that when Buhari 
and Justice Nasir called on Gover­
nor Madaki, he denied both receiv- 
_______________ ing the brief 
======:===:===n and authoris­

ing the commis­
sioner to write 
and request for 
a loan, but ex­
plained for­
mally that he 
needed the 
money to com-

and the hospital ered, the matter was exhaustively 
i™:— discussed and a decision was 

reached that the government 
wanted the 20 million Naira to settle 
debts owed to contractors. It conse-

board of trustees is that it 
had refused to release 
funds for the building of a 
college of education (tech­
nical) Are there other rea­
sons why the board was 
dissolved?
Garba: I am not in a posi­
tion to know this. What I 
feel may not be the way 
you feel. I was a member 
of the Gidauniya commit­
tee, it was Madaki who 
said I should be a member. 
He is a friend. I always 
admire his style of leader­
ship, I am not happy over 
this. When we were going 
round the local govern­
ment areas campaigning 
for the Gidauniya, we 
made it clear to the people 
that the government 
would have no handin 
it, that after the launch­
ing the government 
would not control the 
money, it would be 
under the control of the 
board of trustees. We en­
tered a list of the board of

trustees. These are people 
of impeccable character. 
They have contributed to 
the development of the 
nation, not even Katsina 
State. We have confi­
dence in them, so do the 
people. It is true that the 
money is meant to take 
care of the state, to sup­
plement government's ef­
fort. I am happy that out 
of patriotism and good in­
tention for the state, Ma- 
daki's government con­
tributed 30 million Naira. 
But asking for 20 million 
Naira out of it, this board 
of trustees is not just one 
or two or three people. 
They are 17 members 
spread all over the coun­
ty-
You cannot expect 20 mil­
lion Naira to be taken 
from the fund and given 
to the government, the 
people would not keep 
quite. The people are now 
current.

By Mohammad Bomoi

the Federal Government, Wazirin 
Jema'a, Alhaji Aliyu Mohammed, 
the governor sent a high govern­
ment official to go and get a cheque 
for 20 million Naira from Buhari, 
but before the official could brief 
him on whether ornotthe board had 
granted the money, Madaki invited 
members of the Nigerian Guild of 
Editors to Katsina and the Dutsin- 
Ma College of Education, and 
threatened to sack Buhari if he re­
fused to release the money. Madaki 
also said that a military regime can 
do practically what it liked since it 
toppled governments and sus­
pended constitutions. He said, 
"Buhari was a head of state and he 
was sacked and nothing happened. 
I can sack him and nothing will 
happen."

When the government emissary 
eventually got in touch with Buhari, 
the former head of state told him 
that he had to discuss the request 
with the board of trustees and 
promptly scheduled a meeting for 
the day after the installation of the 
Wazirin Jema'a. At the emergency 

plete the college meeting of the board, Citizen gath-

before leaving 
the state. 
Buhari, imme­
diately ac- _____
cepted the re- quently decided to refer it to the 
quest and j u—ul------- ...
promised to 
table the matter 
before the
board and get made it almost impossible to with- 
back to Gover- ’ ' -- -
nor Madaki. 
Last October, 
the governor 
told media ex­
ecutives that 
General Buhari 
was the only 
person on the 
board obstruct­
ing his request.

However, the 
sources said, 
just before the 
installation of 
the Secretary to kept to report to the commissioner
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concerned banks would have com­
plied with the governor's orders. 
For one, the government did not 
lodge the money with the banks and 
for another, lawyers pointed to the 
Companies and Allied Matters De­
cree of 1990 and its subsequent

amendments which combined to 
invalidate the governor's orders. 
One legal practitioner wrentasfaras 
to suggest that, prima facie, all laws 
made by the governor are illegal 
because the state has only a solicitor­
general, Hajiya Binta Remawa, not 
an attorney general.

Reactions to Madaki's pro­
nouncements have been fast and 
thick. Among the first was a mem­
ber of the advisory committee, Al­
haji Mu'azu Isa. He described the 
Gidauniya as the best thing that has 
happened to Katsina State, which 
has brought about a much needed 
unity among the elites and the mass 
of the people. He took a pot-shot at 
Madaki by suggesting that Katsina 
people have been very pahent with 
him "otherwise he would have been 
taken to court for his incessant dis­
missals and retrenchment of public 
servants" and said that the gover­
nor's action was "inimical to the 
progress and unity" of Katsina 
State.

Kabir Yahaya Abdullahi, a politi­
cian in the ranks of the NRC, asked 
for Madaki's outright dismissal and 
the resignation of Bello Bello.

The Katsina State Students Un­
ion, in a statement on December 10 
signed by the president and secre­
tary general advised the governor to 
withdraw his unflattering remarks, 
and apologise to each of the mem­
bers of the board of trustees, apolo­
gise, on televsion and radio to the 

on the federal government to dis­
tance itself from the governor's ac­
tions "to stop escalation of tensionin 
the state resulting from the gover­
nor's pronouncements."

The union said it still recognised 
the board of trustees and urged 
Katsina indigenes to "declare their

finance and works commissioners, 
Yusuf and Bello

-----— honouring any cheques, money 
‘^r members orders or other instructions of what­

ever nature to pay out or to disburse 
the Gidauniya's funds.

. . ------ Mr Justice Desalu also gran ted the
nerwrhomhe requests of Alhaji Alti and Alhaji o—r — 

a letter tho Sulaiman for an order restraining people of Katsina State.Jt also.called
the banks from recognising or act­
ing on the instructions of any per­
son, not authorised by the trustees 
in the administration of the funds 
among others.

In Katsina dty, Citizen learnt from 
reliable sources in the banking in­
dustry that short of pointing guns at 
their heads, there was no way the loyalty to the board" and ignore the 

’’ ’ ’J 1 governor's pronouncements. It said
that going by our culture and tradi­
tion of respect for our elders and 
seniors and those that God had put 
in exalted positions of influence, 
what Madaki did was extremely 
distasteful and disrespectful, not

--- -----
"•as app . haiiMuhamm"11SS'oner 

A^aSon°werence in

with th? as ^sincem .es.Sence that 
*at he h^^^^Mad^g 

men^ °f the
stituSi S°f ‘he Ga«X‘e ?nd that 
bl,™‘ k, “^selv^ had con-

ung block , s mto a

and 
J® ‘he negaa ein8 responsible 

of trustees resP°nse of the 
He said that i/

attitude that dTOVeK this negative 
b^rd, but emXsi^ 1° the
"o Problem wilh lhat he had
oftheboard.H^denOt?C? -
numerous corrw„ ^menBon‘he 
theboardnordidhe°takenCeS With 
against the commis^ “Y acH°n 
claimed had written i ---- --
board requesting 1 a let*CT to the 
his authority g funds "dthout

Before the dust

AdebayoDesalmo^e^Xh

the 11 ftv °f truSteos ariti 
the 11 banks from taking out any 
money from the GidaUniya. Th; 
judge Obliged and set January 30, as 
the dateforhearinga fresh suitinsti- 
tuted by the two.

The orders they sought were that 
all the parties be restrained from
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board. Of course, he

Citizen: What do you 
make of the dissolution of

for funds, told Citizen that "You 
cannot take 20 million Naira and ex-

j that it 
interest to

less than three weeks to go, 
what does he want the 
money for?

Wiadaki was legally wrong
—Barrister Festus Okoye

j»t to Buhari as a retired military 
fcr, but to all the members of the

----------------------------- ------------- 17 

said that he really admired the gov­
ernor's style of leadership, but that 

pert the people to keep quiet about in this matter, he has gone too far. In 
it.Theyarenolongerthatignorant." October, Alhaji Garba wrote an 
He also said that the people of open letter to Buhari in the Katsina 
Katsina who approved of the ap- Newsweek in which said that if
pointment of the trustees had confi- Buhari half as much applied the
dence in them, adding 'you cannot 
cnrlrlonltr car'V’

Alhajf Garba who said Madaki emment, his esteem with Katsina

The governor himself was on his

upon. A governor can dis­
solve the board of a state 
parastatal set up under an 
edict, that will be within his 
competence. For bodies 
such as the Gidauniya, 
there are certain proce­
dures to be followed. If 2 
public company is not sol­
vent, the person the 
company is owing can 
apply to the corporate af­
fairs section of the federal 
registry in Abuja or any 
federal high court to wind 
up the company because it 
»c jjf a position to

principles and steadfastness in run- 
suddenly sack them." ning the Gidauniya as he did in gov-

Alhaji Garba who said Madaki emment, his esteem with Katsina 
5e over it- In fact, it was a friend who personally made people would be much higher.
—him a member of the committee, o -----------------.

1X7 h U is to h® no,ed is that 
yy when a former governor

E fKState'GeneraI°l^gun 
noS'a PreSSinthesouthdid 

S“yMn°iSeOVeritInfact'it iwtoa™u£'*™"thatraisedthe 

"c debate. 
Now Buhari's 

is being 
abused and 
“e press is 
8‘oating over 

said 
Abubakar 
"uwa Sani, a 
Private dis­
penser in 
Katsina.
. Hc said such 
'"stances are 
becoming too 
widespread 
recalling that 
>n the second 
republicandin 
*be70s,Chuba 
Okadigbo and 
Ukpabi Asika 
insulted the 
Person of Dr 
N n a m d i 
A z i k i w e 
'This is dent­

ing our image, 
eroding our 
values and de­
meaning our 
leaders," said 
Sani.

Alhaji Garba 
Dangida, pub­
lisher of 
Katsina 
Newsweek, 
himself a 
member of the 
organising 
committee 
that canvassed 
the rural areas

up the Gidauniya is no more Katsina, but that does not 
thTb ^'VtZT^th' *pre^veTouSyVhm it hands tatoX^nd. Any
the board of trustees of the upresolve (q y

carry out the operations, they withdraw funds is acting 
will follow the provisions of illegally. Before anyone 
the decree and dissolve it. No can act on the accounts of 
single individual, not to talk of the Gidauniya in the
a person who is not a member banks, the trustees must be
oftfie foundation can dissolve removed in accordance

us------- with the law.
Citizen: Was the disso­

lution a personal attack 
on General Buhari?

Okoye: I think they are 
shadow-chasing. Buhari 
is not the trustees. The 
board is made up of emi-

ing the

the trustees from entering

Katsina foundation?
Okoye: He is not 

vested with the power to 
dissolve any company ei­
ther limited by guarantee 
whether it is a public or 
private company. The law 
on this is contained in the 
Companies and Allied De­
cree of 1990 which is a fed­
eral legislation which no UP  
state government pos- ^of'stetas. Even if the 
sesses the power to act ggvernor participated in 

nominating 
tilt: LAW. *• —----------- -

not mean that he set up the 
board. May be the Katsina 
State government contributed 
money to the foundation, but 
themomentitissetupandreg-

‘ s of the decree, it
ceases to have any direct deal-

°C*itizen: What is the fate of projects, it is left to that
the board of the Gidauniya? •" ’ *----- -

Okoye: The purported dis­
solution is a nullity. The gover-

body to meet as a board 
and deliberate on his re- 

auiuu-  , - quest. Moreover, in this
nor has no powers in dissolv- particular matter, he has

isnolonger: 4 _____
carry out its functions any- W8 military might to block

If the reasons for settmg__t^-^-— 
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is no more in their 
carry <

the decree and dissolve it.
----------------------------- ’ ,

a person who is not a member

it. It is not within his compe­
tence.

Citizen: The governor set 
the foundation.
Okoye: He did not. It was a

—— - - .
governor participated in 
nominating the members of 
the board of trustees, that does nent persons. He cannot 
not mean that he set up the manipulate the Chief Jus- 

... ’ - lt-~ tice of the Federation and
the President of the Fed- 

money to the lounoauon, our eral Court of Appeal who 
themomentitissetupandreg- are also trustees of the 
istered in accordance with the Gidauniya. If the gover- 
provisions of the decree, it nor wanted money from 
ceases to have any direct deal- a voluntary organisation 
ing with the foundation. to finance development

‘ • •---- -- tlsa fi

the board of the Gidauniya?
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Dangida: it is unfortunate 

plexed. "Buhari," said the sources, 
"never wanted the job to start with. 
He accepted it only to dispel persis­
tent rumours that he was against the 
creation of Katsina State and be­
cause of pressures from Katsina 
elders."

According to the sources, Buhari 
and the other members of the trus­
tees accepted their appointments 
only on condition that they did it 
free. Not only were they not getting 
Liny allowances, said the sources, 
even their out of pocket expenses 
were borne by themselves. "There 
was really no reason for Madaki to 
behave as if the apppointment of 
Buhari and the others to the board of 
trustees was a favour", said the 
sources.

Col. Madaki's anger apparently 
was aimed particularly at Buhari. 
Apart from well-publicised per­
sonal attacks on the former head of 
state, Citizen gathered, when last 
week that General Hassan, former 
chief of army staff and a member of 
the board of trustees telephoned the 
governor to express his dismay and 
embarrassment at the dissolution of 
the board. Madaki reportedly 
apologised to the general and said 
that his target really was Buhari. 
However, when the former army 
chief asked Madaki what was 
Buhari's offence Madaki would not 
say.

However, speculations are rife 
that theattacks may havesomething 
to do with the fact that relations 
between Buhari and President 
Ibrahim Babangida have remained 
cool since Babangida ousted his 
former commander-in-chief from 
power.

nly Alhaji Abdu Fari, a 
■ ■ wise, spiritly old man,

allowed Citizen some 15 
minutes. He said with a shrug of a 
man who has seen it all, that he was 
appointed and he was sacked, no 
big deal. But he was full of parables. 
He said thatitis an accepted norm of 
behaviour for the young to accept 
the authority and judgement of the 
old. When Citizen pressed him fur­
ther, he said, you people said you 
have been to the whiteman's school 
and know everything, why don't 
you answer all the questions on my 
behalf?"

Pressed for comments by Citizen 
athis Kaduna residence, Major Gen­
eral Muhammadu Buhari declined 
to say anything. However, sources 
close to him said that the former 
head of state remained unruffled by 
Colonel Madaki's personal attacks 
even though he was somewhat per-

18______________________________
way to Abuja at the time of Citizen's 
visit on Tuesday, the day the Presi­
dent, Babangida was scheduled to 
undertake an official visit to the 
state. The visit was put off, govern­
ment officials told Citizen because of 
the ceremonies involved in the 
movement of the seat of the federal 
government from Lagos-to Abuja.

Citizen's attempt to seek explana­
tion as to why and what led to the 
current situation was largely re­
buffed by some of the members of 
the board of trustees available in 
Katsina. Ambassador Tanimu 
Saulawa, could only entertain Citi­
zen for 30 seconds, enough to say 
that he would not utter a word in 
regard to the controversy. Three 
visits to Haji ya Hassu Iro Inko were 
even less welcome. Citizen was 
advised that three members in 
Daura - Fada Babban Daura, Alhaji 
Haruna, Sani Buhari Daura and the 
Durbin Daura would not also com­
ment on the matter.

Alhaji Umaru Mutallab told Citi­
zen that the matter is before the court 
and being one of defendantsas a 
member of the board of trustees, he 
could not possibly make any com­
ments.

_______ COVER STORY
Since Buhari's ouster, Babangida 

has made several overtures to the 
former head of state, including in­
viting him to such public functions 
as the last Organisation of African 
Unity, summit in Abuja and the 
recent foundation laying ceremony 
of the Azikiwe Centre at Zungeru, 
the birthplace of the ageing nation­
alist. On one occasion, Buhari was 
reportedly offered the use of the 
presidential jet but he declined all 
such overtures.

The impression a visitor to 
Katsina would gather is that noth­
ing unusual had been happening, 
but beneath the calm exterior is a 
people wounded by a man they 
loved. There is definitely a ground­
swell of resentment against the 
governor's action. But most citizens 
would rather their names are kept 
ou t of prin t for fear of reprisals in the 
case of civil servants or blacklisting, 
in the case of businessmen.

A number of them, including a 
journalist, told Citizen that it was 
quite reasonable that the presiden­
tial visit was deferred in favour of 
the movement to Abuja, but that did 
not dispel the notion that security 
may have had an in-put in arriving 
atthatdecison becauseboth thedate 
of the visit and the movement to 
Abuja had been known and made 
well in advance.

Majority of those who spoke rang­
ing from a driver, a butcher to a 
chemist and a berber strongly sug­
gested that it was impossible for 
Madaki to show such extreme disre­
spect to Buhari without his being 
put up to do so while others argued 
that perhaps the governor thought 
he would please his bosses in Lagos 
by embarrasing Buhari in retaliation 
for Buhari's unexplained absences 
at public forums where other former 
heads of state were present. What­
ever is the truth, the place of Madaki 
in the history and minds of the 
people of Katsina has somehow 
reduced lower now than what it 
was a few months back.

By Mohammad Bomoi, 
Mohammed Haruna 

and Bilkisu Yusuf.
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Federal capital
Abuja upstages Lagos

On December 12, President Ibrahim Babangida sealed 
Abuja’s fate as Nigeria’s new capital but sad memories 

of Lagos may yet haunt it
lem several 
hundreds of 
years ago and 
General 
Babangida's 
"historic" fi­
nal coming to 
Abuja. Both 
were escorted 
by a coterie of 
officials and a 
throng of ordi­
nary citizens. 
The obvious 
difference 
perhaps, is 
that Christ's 
entry into 
Jerusalem was 
more sym­
bolic of his 
impending 
spiritual king­
dom on earth 

whereas President Babangida had 
come to make Abuja the seat of po­
litical power.

"With effect from this morn­
ing" (Tuesday, December 12), in­
toned the president, "Lagos ceased 
to be the capital of the Federal Re­
public of Nigeria. In its place, we 
now have Abuja, which shall from 
today assume its full status as the 
seat of government." There and 
then the president gave his ruling 
the backing of law through "Decree 
51 of December 12, 1991." This 
"sentence" pronounced on Lagos 
whose "crime" is its "debilitating 
strains and stresses," was greeted 
with a long applause by the crowd 
—an

I

General Babangida said Nige­
ria was one of "very few countries" 
which have succeeded in moving 
the seatof government in peace time 
and he attributed Nigeria's success 
to "the overwhelming national con­
sensus that attended both the deci­
sion to move the capital to Abuja 
and the mechanism for effecting 
that decision". There are people, 
who will say the president was right 
but only to a point. There was a 
"consensus," yes, on the peculiar 
headaches of Lagos but there was 
also considerable opposition to a 
change of capital. This opposition 
was spearheaded by late Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, who tried un­
successfully to abort the Abuja proj­
ect. His death in 1987 only dimin­
ished the strength of the opposition 
but it did not die down altogether.

Interestingly, it was his own 
tribesman, a Yoruba, Dr. Akinola 
Aguda, who as Chief Judge of the 
old Western state headed the panel 
on the relocation of the federal capi­
tal. It recommended to a joint meet­
ing in 1976 of the then Supreme 
Military Council and National 
Council of State, both headed by 
head of state. General Murtala 
Mohammed that "the nation's capi­
tal should move out of Lagos to a 
federal territory of about 8,000 
square kilometres" that was central.

It then suggested Abuja for its 
"centrality, good and tolerable cli­
mate, land availability, low popula­
tion density, physical planning con­
venience, security, accessibility and 
adequate water supply." All those 
were pluses which Lagos lacked. 
But perhaps, what influenced the 
choice of Abuja more than any other 
factor was the panel's belief, shared 
by the government, that "the area is 
not within the control of any of the 
major ethnic groups in the country". 
General Murtala, then went on air 
on February 3,1976 to tell the nation 
that his government had accepted 
the choice of Abuja as the symbol of 
the "oneness and unity of all Nigeri­
ans."

•y-y ■ ' V-S-i

L-—
City-gate: dream fulfilled

W 1 his is the true landlord of 
i Abuja," Major General

LL Mohammed Gado 
Nasko, (rtd) minister of the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja said, 
while introducing the president, 
General Ibrahim Babangida to Ni­
gerians at Abuja's Airport Road 
gate on December 12. With that 
remark, the minister handed over 
"the master key of the gate of Abuja" 
to his president, who had an­
nounced weeks earlier that on that 
day, he was coming to Abuja not just 
to visit but to stay.

General Nasko had introduced 
President Babangida in nearly the 
same manner as Peter did Jesus 
Christ. Indeed, few things separated 
the Biblical story of the "trium­
phant" entry of Christ into Jerusa-

i applause thatgaveahintof the 
capital's acceptability as "a

• >f peace and unity."

■i * S’ ::
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in the life of our

Ibrahim

by any stretch of the imagination, "a 
no man's land." Commenting on

Martins Oloja, Abuja Newsday's as­
sociate editor, warned that the shift 
in position by the government of 
former President Shehu Shagari in 
1982 over the resettlement of that 

cpectation, the business of govern- indigenous population "is today 
.•-------•- : "i— threatening the existence of the fed-

eral capital territory." Those of them

Citizen. December 16,1991

_________________ NIGERIA
Abuja than-in Lagos. They argue 
that to date only 7.5 ministriesoutof 
the bloated federal bureaucracy 
have moved to Abuja. They are 
ministries of trade, agriculture and 
natural resources, water resources, 
internal affairs, industries and that 
of the federal capital territory itself. 
The other half is the office of the 
minister of state for external affairs. 
Those ministries, few as they are, 
according to the critics are over­
stretching the infrastructure on the 
ground. Office and residential ac­
commodation is inadequate; pri­
vate sector workers, like those of 
banks and industry, who were liv­
ing in government quarters have 
had to be pushed out to make room 
for new arrivals from Lagos.

8"^^h/^FCTDecree 6 of 

mCr); A fedp‘°avoidlanHefederal

General

med. UfUjtioO o yjss
That the drearrd

tion's long ^yover" 15 by the 
coming "sl,ghhe elationlaimed/ 
nOt<S "ho dement of 
president, dre n10 
nonetheless tha____^======r=^

Generals Naski 
Mohammed envisaged that Abuja 
would be ready in 15 years to take 
over from Lagos as the seat of gov­
ernment.

He did not live to see this hap­
pen, having been killed by an assas­
sin's bullet, 10 days after he made 
that "prophetic projection." The 
honour of making the "dream" 
come true was to be President

‘ . Babangida's, the fourth 
Nigerian leader after him. At the 
city-gate where he collected Abuja's 
master key. President Babangida 
paid glowing tribute to his prede­
cessor of many years. "A great Ni­
gerian patriot and visionary," was 
how he described General Muham-

ow, the FCDA has said itis 
laying off building 
houses, neither is the pri­

vate sector ready to take off where 
FCDA has left. Itis feared that under 
the circumstance, the "business of 
government" will be anything but 
"relaxed."

Similar skepticism has been 
expressed over the expectation of 
Abuja as a home for all Nigerians, 
irrespective of their diverse back­
grounds. This expectation has, 
without doubt been based on the 
erroneous belief that Abuja, was a 

_______________ virgin land .That "mistake," accord- 
ing to the December 12-17edition of 

Babangida: the histories entry______________ the local Abuja Newsday week]y,
the presidency "is an event of ep- specially timed for the movement of 
ochal dimension in the life of our the presidency, created unexpected 
dear nation, a highly uplifting reali- problems that threaten to make 
sation of the dream conceived in nonsense that concept of Abuja as a 
Decree 6 of 1976." This dream was o'f home for all Nigerians. According 
a place, in the words of President to the paper, Abuja, with an "indige- 
Babangida, that would "make the nous" population of 388,000 is not 
business of govemmentless strenu- ’--------- *—
ous and more relaxed..., a territory 
which all Nigerians, irrespective of "the capital Murtala promised....," 
their ethnic origins, class affiliation —....................................
or religious persuasion, can call 
their home."

Critics are however quick to 
point out that, contrary to official 
exl .................................. _
ment is not proving any "less 
strenuous and more relaxed" in
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Shagari (1979-83) were present at 
the ceremony. Both are northerners. 
Gowon went with his wife, Victoria 
and Shagari was alone.

The two former leaders, driven 
in official black Mercedez Benz cars 
received a standing ovation from

rc-

But all the same, President 
Babangida was full of praise for 
those past architects of Abuja, both 
present and absent, who "have 
worked with varying degrees of 
success to realise the dream that is 

He said "the result of their 
assiduous exertions is what we are 
witnessing today..." However, 

   some of them came in for little criti-
^remony. Oba Lamidi Adeyemi II, cism for what thepresidentsaid was

reco2.'?oM£>r‘‘straHon...iscoI,"”the

W ■ t?aconc|udesthatvvhata>1 
j/tat means is that >n 

residont- ,uia today, children ot 
Or Bauch ^ho c°me from say Abia 
to their /,, atc stiH have to go bath 
fore ciw athcrs' states of origin be- 
dorsed r 'hip forms can be C-' 
are likp'”*2®" The likes of Oloja 

ceX6^™*'7 as’sman^'on De- 
At. • .r that the movement to 
a ip. ^aiSnota gain for any sector and 

ss to other. It was "a patriotic 
^°ve," he said, adding that "the 
P.r° is to the nation as a whole 
since we would be benefiting im-

"“"n^t^sent'to theone-day fcs- 
the 3° st ki „ Abuja'snewstatusas 

Protection for tivity ”eat of government. 
hir^Cri<'aI8hts and, of course, the (hc nat yobe Sfat^ which pcr. 
Km' lhe fo,,Stren8'h- Accor<!‘ALi, Ap“ canted to show that it may be 
a' ic. Gv,.. r area councils of Ab ’ , haps'va ,. nn„s up the rear of the

die ha\alada and ""'"'Sm- y°ung,®#.«tatcstn>cture,itisbyno „ --------
for ann" Sates ^ns, the least enterprising all the the.crowd It was a pleasant
Sr,.„tlle "tlle *wo cond‘r the means. (larger contin- minder of the good old days when
0,1 • ^Toratty are sons of the soUthern a a‘e hcrnorthern states..............................................<

gents than m ; ------ -

(Th *;■,!,u ,«y.~ „,d ,h„ 
green vveiv «- • «
th?nln<their resolve to live together 
able e people in one nation and in 
3nedestinyunderGod'scontinuing 

the hn Gly tO taS'wIth'a'pinch of salt S°‘d^^ nobody who watched the 

„. ,pres‘dent's assurance on De- ony could have failed to no- ---------
ce the ingenious way the leaders of Abuja.' 
h nation's three major ethnic assidur 

Loups took their seats in one of the 
MO stands constructed for dty-gate

the Alaafin of Oyo, sat to the Id 
Ofala Okagbue, Obi of Onitsha I 
the right and sitting prim in the 
middle was Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuk 
Sultan of Sokoto, who rushed bac 
home from the meeting of the Or 
ganisation of Islamic Conferenci 
(OIC) in Dakar, Senegal in time foi 
the ceremony. The sitting arrange­
ment might have been mainly sym­
bolic, some would say, but it cap­
tured the mood of the nation on that 
day.

Hundreds of thousands of Ni­
gerians, high and low, rich and 
poor, old and young, were in Abuja. 
As themastcr of ceremony said, "the 
whole of Nigeria is enveloping into 

— nthepie Abuja today. The nation is in a fes-
have har,dS' five mood". The role of former Ni-

• GOWV'" from having a capital in gerians, whom President
Shagari, mense,yff.of statc and machin- Babangida amiably called co-archi-

reSpH, . ■anthem'235 which .'^men tare not held hos- tects of the Abuja project, was re­
ly sta'^^Texercise.112 ery °f g°h„ debilitating strains and grettablyshorton thisday.Itdid not 
L'Mm8e°fthCC tage 10 th ociated with urban ex- reflect the geopolitical structure of

AbUja ln8- „ .J ol°ia' stresses aSS thecountryeither.Of thefourliving
r’linjs. "day' . 5 ntrol!ed plosion- and doubting Tho- formerheadsofstateand presidents
‘Binaii-b Event112 Ifthe yfurther assurance who had anything to do with Abuja,
su^neerinefor the may°r' n,as ” jn ample measure in the only General Yakubu Gowon (1969-

that political p<>"'2 they d size of contingents all 75) and former president Shehu

they led and Nigerians followed. 
No member of any 'Generals Olusegun Obasanjo (1976- 

79) and Muhammadu Buhari (1983- 
85) were absent. It, therefore, was 
not quite a successful meeting of 

jthcr as "a people unshak- "the present and the past."

i and in 
runderGod'scontinuing
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Oba Lamidi, Sultan Dasuki and Obi Okagbue: no tongue, nor 

"the precipitate manner some of the 
earlier efforts to move to Abuja were 
executed/' errors which he said 
"have already cost us much." The 
present regime he said did not 
"have the luxury of making the 
same mistake".

the public and the private sectors to 
increase (their) activities in the capi­
tal. So far the role of the private 
sector has been anything but im­
pressive. Sometime last year, lead­
ers of the National Association of 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture (NAC- 
CIMA) and authorities of the FCT 
openly traded accusations over who 
was not doing what.

Another area of public anxiety 
is what now becomes of Lagos. The 
President both in Lagos and Abuja 
has spoken reassuringly on the old 
capital. In Abuja, he called Lagos 
"that wonderful city" that "has 
served Nigeria well and faithfully." 
Its role as a federal capital for nearly 
a century, he said, had been "colour­
ful and most dramatic." It was the 
gate through which colonialism in­
filtrated Nigeria, and where it was 
ended in 1960 with the replacement 
of the Union Jack by "our national 
flag." It was also there that "the war 
of national unity was waged and 
won," the president said.

Morcso, Lagos, he said, has 
been the hub of the national econ-

tribe will do us part
omy, "a veritable melting pot of 
Nigeria." A place like that cannot 
but "remain central in our scheme of 
things." But the greater attention 
must go to Abuja, which Nigerians 
should join hand with government 
to build into a capital of which "we 
and posterity can be justifiably 
proud."

At the close of the ceremony, 
many Nigerians were sure about 
one thing though. It is that the presi­
dent, his wife, Maryam, have for 
themselves a "proper" place — the 
presidential villa — to stay. What 
they were not quite sure of was 
whether his second in command, 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu who 
arrived Abuja with his wife, Re­
becca, would stay. There is as yetno 
official quarters in the new capital 
for the vice president, and rumours 
making the round of the country last 
week, said that Admiral Aikhomu 
would have "temporary accommo­
dation" in Abuja but his wife would 
be away from him in Lagos. Citizen 
could not confirm these reports 
though.

By Tawey Zakka in Abuja

Citizen, December 16,1991

s though replying to critics 
who say that Abuja is not 
yet ready for the move­

ment from Lagos, the President 
agreed much remained to be done 
but the work should not be rushed. 
The old saying that "Rome was not 
built in a day," came rather handy. 

This is not the end of the Abuja 
story," he said, but "the beginning 
of another phase. We do not expect 
that Abuja can be built overnight." 

However, General Nasko, who 
called himself Abuja's "caretaker," 
wished that things would be has­
tened up a little. "I believe," he said, 
"that the physical development of 
the dty and the territory as a whole 
will proceed at a much faster pace" 
since the movement of the scat of 
government is bound to spur both
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gas re-

NIGERIAN GAS COMPANY: j

Infact Nigeria is 
billed to have the 
12th largest natural 
gas reserve in the 
world with an esti­
mated proven re­
serve of 140 trillion 
cubic feet - enough to 
last at least 100 
years.

Natural gas is one of 
the world’s major 
sources of energy 
and Nigeria is 
blessed withat least 
twice more of gas 
than crude oil.

anpn 0101

With such huge 
natural gas reserve 
it was, therefore, 
logical that when the 
Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corpora­
tion (NNPC) was 
commercialised and 
reorganised in 1988 
a company was set

President Commander-in-a,^ 

up as a subsidary OJ 
the corporation and 
charged with the 
specific task of de­
veloping and har­
nessing for the use 
of those abundant

rGlDA, CFR, fss.mni.

of Nigeria 

natural 
serves.
That company, 
known as the Nige­
rian Gas Company 
(NGC) began opera-



Company which is: objectives as follows:

" TO PROFITABLY

NIGERIAN GAS COMPANY: DEVELOPING NIGElMs NATURAL GAS

OBJECTIVES
In line with fulfilling 
that business mission

Hon, Minister of Petroleum Resources

Business Mission of the NGC has five major

BUSINESS 
MISSION
The primary
responsibllty of NGC is 
to develop and promote 
the utilization of the 
abundant natural gas 
resources in the do­
mestic market and 
neighbouring West Af­
rican countries.
This is reflected in the

(i) To profitably 
market Nigeria's gas 
resources locally and

establish presence In 
the gas market of 
neighbouring coun­
tries.
(ii) To improve man­
power productivity, 
operational efficiency 
and financial perfor­
mance to enhance the 
profitability of the Nige- 
rian Gas Company 
Limited.
(iii) Process and 
market derivatives from 
Natural Gas.
(iv) To explore and 
establish profitable 
joint ventures with lo-

ria's Natural Gas 
and its derivatives 
to major industrial 
and utility distri­
bution companies 
in Nigeria and 
neighbouring 
countries".

tions soon after it 
was set up and has 
since then striven to 
effectively carry out 
the assignment 
which it was 
charged.

*“ NGC has to proi-GATHER. TREAT AND it3bly gather, treat 
MARKET NIGERIA'S and market Dlige- 
NATURALGASANDITS « — -
DERIVATIVES TO MA­
JOR INDUSTRIAL AND 
UTILITY DISTRIBU­
TION COMPANIES IN 
NIGERIA AND 
NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES".
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NIGERIAN GAS COMPANY: DEVELOPING NIGERIA'S NATURAL GAS

In order to achieve its 
objectives the NGC has 
three major operational 
offices located in the 
Western Operations 
Area with main office at 
Ughelli. Bendel State, 
Eastern Operations 
Area with main office at 
Port- Harcourt. Rivers

NGCDEPARTMENTS
AND FUNCTIONS

State, and Lagos Op­
erations Area with main 
office at Egbin near 
Ikorodu,. Lagos State. 
The Company's head 
office is located in 
Ekpan, near Warri in 
Bendel State.
All the nine Depart­
ments of the NGC ex­
cept the three Opera­
tions Departments are 
based in Ekpan near 
Warri.

Also, NGC will soon 
open a commercial of­
fice at Ikeja, Lagos State 
to create necessary 
awareness about natu­
ral gas in the private 
sector and encourage 
that sector to invest in 
the gas business.
Similarly, a Commercial 
office is also being pro­
posed for Kaduna which 
is expected to be op- 
erational before the end 
of the year.

cal and international 
investors on gas based 
downstream ventures, 
(v) To ensure that 
necessary guidelines, 
procedures, standards 
and regulations for the 
development of the do­
mestic gas business are 
in place.

z

■ J[Jn
—-"1 M. JOHNpjt TW Direttor, NNPC.
Group ______

Ik
GAS PROJECTS
Since the establishment 
of the Nigerian Gas 
Company Limited the 
company has executed 
many gas projects. 

| Some other projects are 
still under construction 
while studies and dis­
cussions are going on
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dustries in Aba and Is 
designed to handle 35 
MMSCFD.

Station. The system has 
a design capacity of 138

The system 
six Compressor 
tions with 
Plants and

gathering, treating and 
transmitting ofgas from 
Oben Compressor Sta- 

, tion and the LTX Gas
.■ Plant to Ajaokuta Steel

Plant. The 198 km long

station. It is designed to 
supply 65 MMSCFD to 
the Delta Steel Plant at

lines with j 
has systems 14 
compressor sta­
tions and a total 
capacity that is m 
excess of 2 bii-

Pipeline is designed to 
handle 200 MMSCFD.
S.Aladja Gas Pipe.

These
Resent 
J^ent Of r- 
billi°n are

6. Alakiri-Onne 
Pipeline System
This system has a de­
signed capacity of 138 
MMSCFD and a pipe­
line length of 17km. It 

i consists of supplies natural gas 
Sta- which is used as feed- 

Treatment stock to produce fertil- 
a Metering izer by the National

2.Oben-Ajaokuta 
Pipeline SysteP enmpriseS Aladja-
This system comp , bo North-

afam Pipeline Sys­
tem

system supplies Th« from the LTX Gas 
gaS 1 of obigbo North 

...... Pla'?EPA Power Station111 Pla'e’p^ nowhas to its effort5 W t0 it comprises a 
1000k 6 more than

develop an inte- atAfam- ^X°Lpipdines -14„_. en gas system, M^^rrnrh all over a^pressor stations ~ '
is m e°ce1CaPracitythat tas MOBw has in- MMSCFD.
SCFDtoens 2bmi6n Ftace more lmoRiver'Aba

supply^ steady ^Xe SystemIndustPP y tO vanous

- The system comprises
3 Compressor Station 
Treatment, Pipeline and 
Metering facilityJ It 

- — supplies gas to the in lion SCFO to en- s P1 
sure steady gas 
supply to various 
Industries in the 
country.

L--‘ ■

facilities which 
an invest- 

more than N3 
re as follow:

l.Sapele 
System
This system supplies 
gas to NEPA Power 
Station at Sapele and it 
is designed to supply 
200 
system comprises 
pipeline, a < 
station and 
Station.

others whose projects 
construction is yet to 
begin. The ultimate goal 
in embarking on these 
projects is to boost 
natural gas utilization 
in the country.
In its efforts to de"' » 
an integrated pipeline 
network all over the 
country,NGC nowhas 
in place more than 
1000km of pipelines 

li seven gas system, 
compressor stations 
datotal'''""'

system £ 
-a NEPa

designed __
°^MSCF“D-^ lineSys^teZ

. —a a 
compressor 

I a Metering
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NIGERIAN GAS COMPANY: DEVELOPING NIGERIA'S NATURAL GAS

All the four segments of 
the Escravos- Lagos gas

known as the ECOWAS 
LINE will be used in future

DR. E BADEMOSI 
M.D. Nigeria Gas Co.

trunkline, popularly Western Gathering
" syStem and die Warri

Complex Contract "A";

to establish NGC pres- the Southern Gather- 
ence in the energy mar- ing System and 
ket of the West African Utorogu-Warri pipeline

treatment and Meter­
ing facilities.

7. Escravos- Lagos 
Pipeline Project
This project which was 
designed, constructed 
and commissioned by 
the NGC has installed 
capacity of 1100 
MMSCFD and pipeline 
length of 514km. The 
primaiy objective of the 
project is to supply 
natural gas to the NEPA 
Thermal Plant at Egbin, 
Lagos State, NEPA IV 
Thermal Station, 
Ughelli, Warri Reinery

The extension of 
the Escravos/ 
Lagos main 
trunkline popu­
larly known as the 
ECOWAS LINE will 
be usees in future 
to estahiish NGC 
presence Bn the 
energy market of 
the West African 
Sub-region to 
serve their power 
and industrial 
sectors.

Fertilizer Company of 
Nigeria (NAFCOiy) at 
Onne, Rivers State. The 
system comprises 

as well as other local Sub-region to serve 
industries that can be their power and indus- 
economically served trial sectors.
from the ELP.
The extension of the _____
Escravos /Lagos main pipeline projects viz: the
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(Contract B); the main 
transmission pipeline 
(Warri - Lagos) 
Contract'C and the 
Telecommunication. 
Telemetry and the Su­
pervisory Control and 
Data ACcquisition Sys­
tem (SCADA), contract 
'D‘ have been com­
pleted . The four projects 
were embarked upon to

I optimise the

•edbythe

~ Nigeria is W<

The completion of the 
Escravos- Lagos pipe­
line (ELP) Contract 'A' 
consisting of the West­
ern Gathering System 
and the Warri Complex 
has contributed to re­
ducing the incidence of 
gas flaring by 70 
MMSCFD and more 
importantly conserving 
the nonassociated gas.

ONGOING 
PROJECTS
At present the Nigerian 
Gas Company is en­
gaged in two gas 
projects. The first one 
concerns the extension

in the ioperating ... 
vehicles in the 
form of com­
pressed natural 
gas tCNGJ. This 
practice carries 
with it many ad- 
vantages which 
include i_ *— 
operation 
idliu 
environmental peuge< 
pollution. ->r,H o)

World Bank is to evolve 
a comprehensive strat­
egy for profitable ex­
ploitation of Nigeria's 
Natural gas resources.
COMPRESSED

of the ELP to Alagbado NATURAL GAS 
and construction ofSpurlines to the In many developed

parts of the World today 
natural gas is used in 
operating motor ve­
hicles in the form of 
compressed naturalgas 
(CNG). This practice 
carries with it many 
advantages which in­
clude reduced operat­
ing costsand decreased 
environmental pollu­
tion. 'ell placed to i 

of this Ii 
the nation World today natu- vehicles with CNG—---- ,,h. -vss-0? I

popularise it L- ( 
country.
In 
na1 
and 
s< 

reduced this n< 
u^c,...___ costs
and decreased

Shagapiu and Ewekoro 
Cement Plants of West 
African Portland Ce­
ment PLC. The second 
project is the Natural 
Gas Utilization study 
whose contract was 
signed with BEICIP of 
France on 8th July. 
1990. The study which 
is being finance „ "

order to market the 
itural gas in CNG form 

encourage pnvate 
sector's participationin

- new business area, 
NGC has converted two ; 
of its operational | 

"lot 504 saloon cars ■ 
and one diesel truck to 
run on CNG. Also con- i verted to run on CNG is | 
one Peugeot 504 Sa- j 
loon car of the Natural 
Union of Road Trans- I 
port workers (NURTW) 
Warri Branch. This is I 
with their vehicles on 
.CNG. One remarkable 
achievement recorded 
by' NGC in this area is
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State; NAFCON II 
NEPA, Ajaokuta and 
Oredo Pipeline Project. 
By so doing, -NGC ex­
pects to increase its 
sales of natural gas

from 96 bscf sold in 
1990 to 463 bscf by the 
year 1991. The com­
pany is confident that 
the prospects for the 
development and utili­
zation of natural gas in

pleted and 
sioned 1 
stations on pilot scheme 
at Egbin and Ekpan 
near Warri where our 
vehicles converted to 
run on CNG could refill. 
In its efforts to demon­
strate the viability of 
using natural gas in 
Nigerian homes, NGC 
has commenced use of 
natural gas for cooking 
in its staff canteen in 
Ekpan.
future projects
The immediate plans of 
NGC include supply of 
natural gas to the fol­
lowing industries in the 
country viz: Aluminum 
Smelting Plant, Ikot- 
Abasi, Superbru Brew­
ery at Agbara- Otor, 
Bendel State Okpella 
Cement Plant Bendel 
Statejlwopin Paper Mill. 
Ogun State; Oluwa 
Glass Factory, Ondo

i ■

II

Also on the draw­
s’ trig board of NGC 
' is a plan to extend

net-work to the 
RIortitiem States of 
Nigeria to trans- 
mit/distribute gas 
to homes and in- Lerm M*tiustries. s P1^ to fuUy and prof­

it itably market the 
abundant Natural gas 
reserves not only in the 
domestic market but 
also for export to the 
ECOWAS subregion 
through a network of 
pipelines.

4C111UXX v* --------------------o--------------------

the 90's and beyond are To achieve this aim, the 
very bright.
The use of natural gas 
in homes for cooking 
and water heating is a 
market that NGC in­
tends to penetrate in 
the near future, and to 
concretise this need 
and demonstrate the 
feasibility of this 
programme, NGC in­
tends to embark on a

the the fact that the 
conversion of its opera­
tional vehicles and that 
of the NURTW was 
carrried out by NGC 
Engineers under the 
supervision of. Engi­
neers from New 
Zealand.
NGC also recently com-

to NNPC Housing Es­
tate and the 
neighbouring Shell Es­
tate at Edjeba, Warri. 
NGC has also been 
carrying 
out enlightenment 
programme through 
exhibition of natural 
gas fired cookers at 
both local and interna­
tional trade fairs to gin­
ger public interest in 
this area of gas busi­
ness.
In the long term NGC

company has been dis- 
cussing with third 
parties, private inves- 
tors/companies to­
wards the development 
and implementation of 
gas-based industries to 
provide further markets 
for- the utilisation of 
Nigerian's natural gas 
resources. In particu­
lar, NGC's present fo- 

_______ cus is on the establish-
I nilot distribution of gas _ ment of the methanol- - 
1 F 11 J -L
r- i ■— '.aapnOlOl
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Natural gas is used 
steel makers to redt

be 
uses, 

among

ing undertaken by Ni­
gerians. The Company 
is 1 
able to develop this core beneficial

n
using natural gas as in- In­
dustrial fuel. These in­
clude PZ Industries 
Aba; International 
Glass Company, 
NGL i—_ _._2

Natural gas could 
put into various 
These include 
others: -

are currently

Cg'n State and the 
Oluwa Glass Company 
in Ondo State will soon 
convert their facilities 

a)Power Gene*- to take advantage of the 
tion unique qualities of
At present over 70% of natural gas. 
the total natural gas cj Chemicals 
utilised in the countryis consumed by NEPA Natural Gas can be 
for Power generation at used as feedstock to 
Afam. Ughelli, Sapele produce intermediate 
and Egbin power sta- 311(1 finished chemicals 
tions. NEPA is making such as Acetylene, Am- 
a substantial saving of monia, Urea, Methanol, 

about 40% on fuel costs 
alone in addition to re­
duced maintenance

■ 1—

Carbon Black, Oxo- 
Alcohols, Hydrogen- 
Cyanide. These chemi 
cals have wide down 
stream applications ii 
vital industries Ilk 
fertilizers, Pharmacet 
ticals. Rubbers. Plastic 
and Paints.

happy to have been Natural gas is the most Metallurgical 
-- — _____ ' 1 industrial

of highly trained and fuel. Many industries in 
competent individuals Nigeria are currently

| plants and Natural Gas who are well P^e 
■ Liquids (NGL's) pro. be able to rna°a^t^ing 
* duction plants. Along future expansion

theselines.NGCwould, envisaged by die C Glass Company, Aba; 
therefore, assist private pany. NGL Aba and Delta
sector of the Nigerian Glass Company,

: economy to realise the NATURAL ughelli. Other indus-
beneflts of natural gas j-jpg USES: NGC® tries such as WAPCO
use, identify gas w Cement Factories at
sources for gas based shagamuandEwekoro;
projects, supply gas to Natural gas could be the Iwopin Paper Mill in
meet customer re- put into various uses. ogun L—------- ’ —
quirements and provide —
data about gas to inter­
ested parties.
Also on drawing board 
of NGC is a plan to ex­
tend its present gas net­
work to the Northern 
States of Nigeria to 
transmit/distribute gas 
to homes and indus­
tries.
A remarkable achieve­
ment recorded by the 
company is in the area 
of transfer of technol­
ogy in gas operations. 
Today, all NGC project ___
management activities operating costs by 
including the operation running these stations 
and maintenance of all on natural gas instead 
its gas facilities are be- of fuel oil.

b) Industrial Fuel
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Nigeria will benefit 
greatly from the use of

Natural gas is more 
abundant in Nigeria 
than crude oil in energy 
terms. Its reserves are 
more than two times 
the crude oil reserves 
in the country.

AJaokuta Steel Com­
pany.

e) Agricultural
Food Processiiag

NIGERIAN GAS COi

to some 
housing

Transport 
(NURTW) 

Warri branch. The 
J has also 

commissioned two CNG

of CNG in cars in- 
clude;-
- Lower operating and 
maintenance costs;
- Pollution-free emis­
sions and
-Improved resources 
utilisation. Moreover, 
CNG as automotive fuel 
gives good value for 
money and its supply 
is reliable.

to the rising costs 
refinery products and 

J concern 
some of

ADVANTAGES OF 
USINGNATURALGAS
Many ad vantages could 
be derived from the use 
of natural gas over other 
sources of energy like 

Increasing”concern Uquld fueL These ad’ 
„„„ . vantages include: -
conversion of some of

. . . , the operational vehicles Abundance
countries, natural gas ofthe company and one is used for cooking and of the NaSoni uX 
heating,. NGC is mak- of Road ~ 
ing efforts to encourage Workers 
natural gas usage in T”__ _ __
homes in Nigeria by Company 
embarking on natural <-------- ■
gas distribution on pi- pilot fillfrig'stktior^1

i ■

----------- MV MOVM A1X .UUU &WS9' 

processing for drying of * 'Mating,
crops and in storage fa­
cilities through gas re­
frigeration, etc.

£) Domestic
In many advanced

CompZiy^adJ.^d weU-pl^J SOme Egbin near ^°r°d^ 
for re-heating billets at estates housing Lagos State an P

- ‘ near Warri. Bena el
g) State where vehicles
The no / converted to run on
NatmS ?C°mPresSed CNGcanbe refilled with 
an “4? Gas (CNG) as gas. Among the aavan- 
tive fi ,S’natiVe automo- tages derivable from the 
PainS?1S increasingly use of CNG in cars in- 
g^mng recognition due 

natural gas as raw ma- F~ 
terial for producing Ni­
trogenous fertilizers. At 
present, NGC supplies 
natural gas to NAFCON 
for the production of 
fertilizers at Onne, 
Rivers State. NAFCON 
is making efforts to ex­
pand its present facili­
ties to increase con­
sumption of natural 
gas. Natural gas could 
also be used in food
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mitted to providing 
storage facilities can be 
used for other pur­
poses.

f) Safety-
Natural gas is very safe 
to use contrary to un­
informed opinions.

medium pressure gas 
distribution.
4) Establishment of 
Engineering Services 
Companies that would 
be involved in Engi­
neering re-design or 
modification of existing 
liquid fired equipment.
5) Establishment of 
small/medium and 
tonnage plants to 
manufacture chemi­
cals, solvents etc from 
natural gas.
6) Extraction and mar­
keting of natural gas 
liquids (NGL) in bulk 
form or as LPG/Gaso- 
line fraction.
With Nigeria' s good 
fortune of having 
abundant gas reserves 
and the determination 
of the NGC to profitably 
exploit those reserves, 
there is no doubt that 
the country can look 
forward to consistently 
being self sufficient in 
energy, which is a ma­
jor ingredient for in­
dustrial development. 
This is heartening news 
for Nigeria's growing 
industrial base.

b) Cheaper Source 
of Energy
Natural gas is cheaper 
than its major com­
petitor. oil. The present 
natural gas price isj ust 
about 36% of the pre­
vailing fuel oil price.

c) Cleanliness
Natural gas is a cleaner 
fuel. It burns without 
formation of soot and 
without emission of 
toxic and zardous 
effluents into the at­
mosphere and there­
fore does not contrib­
ute to environment 
pollution.

d) Reliability
It offers a more reliable 
source of energy since 
it is continuously 
available to the con­
sumer.

e) Requires no 
storage facilities
Natural gas does not 
require storage facilities 
to be provided by the 
users since it is sup­
plied through pipelines 
directly to the users.

; Thus- financial and 
other resources that 
would have been com-

INVESTMENT OP­
PORTUNITIES IN 
THE GAS INDUS­
TRY IN NIGERIA i
Many business oppori 
tunities are available to 
interested Nigerian and 
foreign investors in the 
gas industry in Nigeria. 
These include among 
others:-
1) Establishment of 
utility companies to 
distribute natural gas 
from designated "City 
gates" to industrial and 
commercial consumers 
in major urban centres.
2) Setting up of com­
mercial enterprises 
with back-up technical, 
services to market 
specific gas fired 
equipment e.g Indus- 
trial/Commercial gas 
burners: boiler pack­
ages etc
3) Polythylene pipe 
production for low/



33

Big strides in a land of promise
w

Citizen. December 16,1991

SUPPLEMENT ON KOGI STATE

r training, 
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hen on August 27th, . 
along with eight otherstatc 
filled a land blessed wii
ma:-.1

vclopmcnt owing 
determination, a r 
among a group o’ 
cohesive as a rest 

The state, w 
it'scapitalat Lok. 
of the Niger a nd !' 
significant comm 
cal role in the hist- 
the pre-colonial 
towns such as Kot< 
Lokojaand Idah w 
of commerce for t> 
north and south. 1 > 
merchants who explored the i

moved by 
Northto Zu' 
activities gr<

In the old regional govern­
mentstructure, the area was known 
as Kabba province with its head­
quarters at Lokoja Following the 
creation of state in 1967, the area 
was merged with Ilorin province 
to become Kwara State with the 
capital at Ilorin. In 1976, during 
anotherstate creationexercise, the 
Igalaarca wasexciscdand merged 
with the Benue province to form 
Benue State. With this history of 
merger and excision, the area was 
weakened politicallyand economi­
cally and a great decline in devel­
opment set in.

Today, the ne wstate has noth­
ing of worth toshowexcept the relics of its history and its untapped 
humanand material resources. However, when on September 2, the 
military administrator of the new state, Colonel Danladi Muham­
med Zakari, arrived Lokoja toestablish thestate, a newchapter was 
opened.

The41-year-old Colonel hails from Adamawa state and was 
before hrs appointment the executivesecretary of the Armed Forces

ist 27th, 1991, Kogi State was created 
ites, a long dream was ful- 
zith abundant human and 

resources but bereft ofany mcaningfulde- 
i long history of neglect. The hope for self- 
on, a new life and better days was rekindled 
•e who had become socially and politically 
any decades of peaceful association.
s to the east and west of River Niger with

- confluence 
has played 
and politi-

■ Nigeria. In 
river-side

: rfe, Gbobe, 
• reat centres

■ is from the 
he European 

’*ucinland
of the west coast, Lokoja was an 
attractive trade post where the Royal 
NigcrCompany established its first 
trading centre. It was in Lokoja 
therefore that the European colo­
nisers established their first major 
settlement in Nigeria and it was 
also in this town that the chain of 

liberty was installed in 1980 to mark the end of slave trade
’ ’ ;ard assembled first administered North-

irdcd as the 
im Nigeria. 
—?atness.

ion was

Schools Management Board. Apart from his military 
Colonel Zakari holds a bachelor and master's degree in < 
ing. He is also working on a doctoral degree programme, 
background has put him in good stead to meet the challenges of 
piloting the affairs of the state so eager for development.

Recounted Col. Zakari, "my training and my experience has 
prepared me for this challenge. My desire is to satisfy theaspiration 
of the peopleofanarea that has fora long time thirsted for growth. 
The anxiety of the people is very high. They want to see things 

happening around and I noticed 
this from the first day. As we 
were setting up the machinery of 
government, we had to satisfy 
the aspiration of the people for 
physical development within our 
limited time."

The prime mandate 
The first requirement 

new state is a basic machinery < 
administration. This was why 11

* President, General Ibrahii 
Babangida, directed theadminis- 
trators of the new states to give 
the matter top priority. Within 
the first week the military admin­
istrator resumed, so much effort 
was made in this direction.

Soon after the civic reception organised for him on his arrival 
at the state capital, he performed his first official function by 
swearing in the sole administrators for the newly created local 
governmentsof Adavi, Ajaokuta,OkeneandOkehi. On September 
3, the military administrator undertook an inspection tour of 
Lokoja, identifyinggovernment buildings forofficcand residential 

use.
"At the end of that tour, I 

was convinced that there were 
enough facilities with which to 
begin. The old colonial structures 
of the Lord Lugard era, the pro­
vincialbuildings and Kogi Local 
Government buildings wereear- 
marked forrenovationanduse," 
the military administrator said.

Within the same day, Col. 
Zakari had approved theappoint- 
ments of Mr. Andrew Aileku as 
the secretary to the state govern­
ment and six special advisers to 
head the newly created minis­
tries. The ministries are justice, 
headed by Mrs. Rekiya 
Okpanachi, works, Malam Aliyu 
Ova, health. Dr. Inda Ali, agri­

culture, Mr. Augustine Akpala, education, Rev. Titus Adeboye, 
and finance, Alhaji Musa Ahmadu. Within thesame week,directors 
general were appointed and posted to various ministries and 
departmentsand thusskeletaladministrativeserviccs commenced.

The military administrator's residence, the council chambers 
of Kogi local government and hotel rooms taken-over by key 

Conted on page 37

Also, it was here Lugard assembled first adminL^. 
cm Protectorate in 1900. The towncould therefore be regai 
first capital of a constituted colonial authority in Norther 
With this background, the areas was naturally bound for g re: 
However, events later changed The centre of administrate 

y Lord Lugard further 
'ungeruand commercial 
gradually declined, 
■e old regional



SIEMENS -A World Leade

THE COMPANY
SIEMENS AG ,with headquarters in Munich, 
Germany, is one of the world’s largest multi-national 
organisations engaged in the fields of electrical engin­
eering and electronics. With an international network

f I ^he general awareness of the scope, capabilities and 
I full range of SIEMENS operations in Nigeria is limi­

ted to telecommunications projects and equipment 
for which the company has been associated with in the 
country over the last two decades. This public perception 
has therefore positioned SIEMENS in the minds of the 
Nigerian public as a predominantly telecommunications 
company.

Whereas SIEMENS is a telecommunications giant, it is 
equally strong and reputable worldwide in some other 
areas of high technology development.

of companies and representatives in more than 130 countries, SIEMENS products, technological develop 
ments and services are always within easy reach of its customers.

SIEMENS main technological capabilities, worldwide and in Nigeria, cover the following areas.
* Communications and Information
* Safety and Security
* Energy
* Production Engineering
* Automotive Engineering
* Health — Medical Equipment

The corporate activities of the company ecompass all 
major fields of electrical engineering and electronics: 
ranging from the tiniest electronic chips to the magnetic 
resonance imager, simple relays to complex process­
control systems, and electric motors to full scale power 
stations. SIEMENS is ultimately involved in all sectors of 
high technology — micro electronics and communications, 
information processing, automation and power engineering. 
Complete systems and installations are SIEMENS 
particular strength; but it also offers a wide range of 
services.

Continuous innovation through large scale Research 
and Development activities has sustained the position of 
companies in its areas of involvement during the past decade.

SIEMENS in the world as, one of the leading 
-----r------  .. ----------------r  With an R & D workforce of over 40,000 
around the world, and future proof investment of DM 25 million (about N125 million) everyday, 
Research and Development are the technological cornerstones of SIEMENS activities.

SIEMENS AND POWER ENGINEERING
"W "V 7 hen it comes to the conversion and distribution of energy, electricity has decisive advantages.

With modern technology, electrical energy can easily be applied in the right amount at the right 
time; it is simple to transport (transmit) over long distances and can be converted most efficiently into any



in Power Engineering

J distribution of elec
As an innovato 

arch anu continuir 
ility, environment; 
have justified SI Eh:

Turnkey, which is the totality of a project fiom conception through production and installation to 
handing over, cons: i utes one of the SIEMENS greatest strength. SIEMENS supplies switchgear of gas- 
ihsulated or air-ins* iated design, covering voltage from 72.5 KV to 800 KV Since 1968, SIEMENS has sup­
plied 700 high-voltage installations, making up more than 5,000 gas-insulated bays. 1 he company has thus 
utilised the experience gained in 40,000 bay operating years to attain an excellent level of safety and reliability.

SIEMENS IN NIGERIA
IEMENS has actively participated in Nigeria’s power engineering sector since early 1970s. 

close cooperation with the Nigeria Electric Power Authority (NEPA), some State Governm 
ated many important projects tb 

SIEMENS has established a 
permanent presence in Nigeria with 
the execution of some vital and 
strategic power engineering projects 
such as Substations, Powerline 
Carrier Systems, Transformers, 
Switchgear, and computer support­
ed Data Acquisition and Transmis­
sion System (Area Control Centres) 
in different parts of the country. 
The company has in recent times 

extended high tech power engineering to Nigeria with the installation of the Shiroro Area Control Centre.
SIEMENS has capability and resources for 

planning and executing high technology small, 
medium and large scale projects in Nigeria.

SIEMENS is represented in Nigeria by 
Electro Technologies Nigeria Limited — ELTEC. 
The company has facilities in Lagos for manufac­
ture and assembly of some of its vital components 
and products. SIEMENS worldwide acclaimed 
high quality standards are equally ensured in the 
company’s products and services.

For enquiries and further details about 
SIEMENS power engineering capabilities and 
other products and services, please contact the 
company at the following address:

ELECTRO TECHNOLOGIES NIGERIA LIMITED (ELTEC) 
SIEMENS HOUSE. 98 • 100 ISOLO/APAPA EXPRESSWAY. P.O. BOX 304 APAPA, LAGOS. 
TEL: 523010/522500 FAX: 522259

form of useful energy. SIEMENS has historically been involved in a wide range of products and services in 
the field of power engineering. This is in recognition of the great influence which energy and informal 
ion have on industrial performance and quality of life.

As a world lean. . the scope of SIEMENS operations in* power engineering include the manufacture 
and installation of: ■ lansformers, Substations, Transmission Lines, Switchgear, Powerline Carrier Systems 
and Area Control s* :ems. The great reliability of SIEMENS equipment and systems coupled with powerful 
computer systems the control centres, ensure maximum reliability for the economical generation and 
distribution of dec . ?.l energy to meet actual requirements.

SIEMENS produces high-voltage switchgear of high standard through intensive rese- 
develcpment. This excellent technology also means cost eifectiveness, safety, reliab- 
ceptability and user-friendliness. This future oriented concept and wealth of experience 
NS position as a world leader in metal-enclosed-insulated switchgear.



36

JJC£

—Col. Zakari Yakubu, Sole Administrator
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SUPPLEMENT ON KOGI STATE !

The Man Colonel Zakari
Colonel Zakari was born in Katsina on December30,1951 and 

hails from Adamawa state. He attended Government College, 
Kaduna and the Nigerian Defence Academy and was commis­
sioned in 1971.

Since commissioning. Colonel Zakari ha had a very brilliant 
military career withinand outs ide Nigeria. Among the positions he 
has held are Staff Officer, Training and Doctrine Command; Colo­
nel General Staff, Headquarters, Third Armoured Division, Jos; 
and Commander 21 Armoured Brigade, Maiduguri.

Othersare, Commandant, Nigerian Army Armoured School,

"Despite the limitation of time and resources, I feel a gove 
a sound economic base is worth nothing. My vision is that I 
be given a foundation that will make it able to sustain itse 
should as a matter of urgency create an environment that wi 
vestment. There should be less government and more privc 
Introduction:

Bauchi and Commander, 
United Nations Observer 
Group in Iraq/Iran.

Colonel Zakari also at­
tended George Washington 
University in the United States 
where he obtained a bachelor 
degree in Engineering and a 
master's degree in System 
Engineering. The 41 year old 
colonel was the Chief Execu­
tive of the ARmed Forces 
Schools Management Board 
before hisappointmentas Mili­
tary Administrator. He is mar­
ried to Hajia Nimotalai Bode 
Zakari with fourchildren.

What is the mission and 
vision of this young military 
officer who has made history 
by becoming the firstChief Ex­
ecutive of one of the most en­
dowed State? What are his 
experiences so far? On what 
path has he set the young state 
and wha tare his wishes for Kogi 
State?

Colonel Zakari's answers to these que: 
ivokingand they touchona wide rangeof is 
it part of this publication. The second 
ivities of the pioneer of Kogi State.

Reaction to Appointment as Military Ad­
ministrator:

I did notexpectmy appointmentas the Military Administra­
tor of Kogi State. The annou ncement took me by surprise, because 
I never knew I would be called upon. Since the federal government 
recognised that I can serve in this capacity, I had to answer the call. 
I hadI no option. I also really felt very happy because it was an indi­
cation that the government had some confidence in me.

Kwara state. When the new state was created, the President and 
Commander-in-Chief of the ARmed Forces, General Ibrahim Bada- 
mosi Babangida, announced the appointment of a young military 
officer. Colonel Danladi Mohammed Zakari, as the first Military 
Administrator to pilot the affairs of the new state.

_ ogi State is one of the 
£ nine newly created 

j \\ states in the country 
3kwith Lokoja as its 

headquarters. It is the most cen­
trally located of all the states of the 
federation. It comprises of the 
Igala, Ebira, Kabba and Kogi divi­
sions of the former Kabba prov­
ince. It shares common bounda­
ries with Niger, Plateau and fed­
eral capital territory to the north. 
To the east, the state is bordered 
by Benue state, and to the south 
and west by Enugu, Edo, Ondo 
and Kwara states.

The new state was carved 
outof the former Kwara and Benue 
stateson the 27thof August, 1991. 
The creation of the new state was 
a significant event as it brought 
abou t a ha ppy re-u nion of a people 
who had lived together for well 
over three quarters of a century, 
and had to be separated during 
the 1976 state creation exercise 
which excised the Igala area from
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Continued from page 33
officers of the state served as beehive of administrative activities for 
the remaining part of the week.

The take-off was so swift that by the first day of the third week 
of the arrival of the military administrator, some key ministries 
were already operating from the premises allocated to them as 
offices. The ministries are finance, works, agriculture and educa­
tion. The ministry of health also started operation from the prem­
ises of the Lokoja general hospital. Simultaneously, the military ad­
ministrator conducted a tour of the whole state to familiarises 
himself with the problems on the ground.

Other crucial govemmentdepartments were instantly consti­
tuted and started operation. Such agencies are the teaching service 
board, the Local Government Service Commission, the Judiciary, 
the Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board, Women Commission, Direc­
torate of Food, Road and Rural Infrastructures and the State Envi­
ronmental Sanitation Agency.

Radio and Television services
The military administrator gave a special attention to the 

information machinery of the state. For adequate dissemination of 
information, he approved the immediate reactivation of the radio 
booster stations at Ayigba and Otite. By the middle of October, the 
booster stations went on air with some staff deployed from Radio 
Benue and Radio Kwara to man the stations. Kogi State thus became 
the first of the nine newly created states to begin radio broadcast 
services. On the eve of the 1991 census, the military administrator 
made his maiden broadcast which co vered about 65 per cent of the 
area of the new state. The Nigeria Television Authority stations at 
Makurdi, Benue State, and llorin, Kwara State are not received in 
the areas that now constitute the new state of Kogi. The state 
government offered assistance to NTA llorin to reactivate the 
booster station at Oshokoshoko, about 70 kilometres from Lokoja, 
which plans wee also make to assist NTA Makurdi to refurbish the 
booster station at Ayigba which has transmission facilities. 
Tackling accommodation problem

One of the immediate problems that confronted the state 
administration as it settled down was the provision of office and 
residential accommodation for workers. A task force was set uj 
the office of the military administrator to tackle this problem, 
committee within two weeks located over 40 abandoned 1 
in Lokoja used by the colonial administration of Lord Lugard

the provincial government. A Iso some buildings were acquire from 
Kogi Local Government and the Inland Water-ways Department of 
the Federal Ministry of Transport. In addition to these, some 
landlords in Lokoja and the satellite town of Okene donated their 
houses to the state government.

These buildings were immediately renovated and furnished 
for use. Presently, all special advisers, directors-general, heads of 
commissions, boards and extra-ministerial departments are quar­
tered.

The task force on project implementation which handles ac­
commodation hascontinued thesearch formore places to facilitate 
the process of settling down. The task force which is headed by 
Major Femi Mepaiyeda, the military assistant to the administrator, 
seats more than twice a day.

The committee has so far acquired about 130 houses for 
residential purpose. Efforts areon to acquire some buildings in the 
satellite towns of Okene, Itakpe, Osara, Kabba and Koton Karfe. In 
anticipation of the success of this effort, shuttle buses have been 
arranged between these towns and Lokoja.

According to Col. Zakari, accommodation for workers is a 
priority but requires careful planning and executive for a more 
beneficial effect especially to the workers. As a more lasting solu­
tion, government has already embarked on the construction of 30 
units of the three and four bedroom flats and work is to commence 
soon on a 50 unit junior staff quarters under the newly formed 
property development company.

It is the plan of government that workers should eventually 
own their own houses instead of being tenants. The scheme is being 
fully developed by the state property development company. We 
are making efforts to make accommodation available to workers. 
We have appealed to landlords to peg rents and we are also 
encouraging property developers.

"I think we are achieving reasonable results within the time 
and resources available tous. The task force handling accommoda­
tion is directly being supervised by myself and I think steady 
progress is being made. However, we require the patience and 
understanding of everybody concerned," said the military admin­
istrator.

The ministry of finance has already got approval from the 
military administrator to embark on a revolving housing loan 
scheme. The sum of four million naira has been voted for the
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Necessary arrangements have been made by the ministry of 
finance, commerce and industry to start the registration of business 
premises. The ministry is also making arrangements for the effec­
tive organisation of the chamber of commerce, export promotion 
committee as well as check trade malpractices especially in petro­
leum product marketing.

Apart from the four companies already registered by the state 
government with a total equity share package of 35 million naira, 
two other major manufacturing companies are in the pipe line. 
They are the Wellcrate Building Products, Aiyctoro-Gbedde and 
the Hydrated Lime Products, Felele-Lokoja.

The building products company is to produce building prod­
ucts such as roofing sheets, flat boards, and profile boards among 
others. The foundation stone of the project which is to cost 44 
million naira was laid on November 13, 1991 by the military 
administrator. The Hydrated Lime Product Company is to cost 78 
million naira. Government is also studying the possibility of em­
barking on a cement manufacturing company to use the limestone 
deposit within the state.

Tapping tourism potential
Of particular interest to the Zakari administration is the devel-

J

scheme which is to commence before the end of the year. This 
scheme is to enable workers own their own houses and government 
has a lot of interest in the programme; noted the special adviser on 
finance, Reverend Titus Adeboye.

Over six million naira has so far been committed into the 
state's deployment welfare package. About 2.8 million naira has 
been paid out to deployed workers as transport allowance and 
almost3 million naira as feeding allowance. Also, about 10 million 
naira has been spent on the purchase of office and house hold 
equipment.

All the six ministries of the state government and more than 
eight government departments have since commenced services in 
|he acquired colonial and provincial government buildings which 
are also under-goingexpansion. The military administrator'soffice 
Is situated in the old provincial secretariat. This complex was 
renovated and furnished within four weeks and nowservices as the 
heart of government in Lokoja. Additional buildings have been 
proposed within the complex toeaseofficecongestion while a fence 
is being built to provide necessary security.

The economy
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secretariat. Thecommittee members visited many parts of thestate 
and received many memoranda from the citizens of Kogi state all 
over the country. According to the chairman of the committee, the 
generous response from Kogi citizens is a demonstration of every­
body's concern for state's economic development.

The committee's report which is in two volume is no doubt an 
invaluable document and one major achievement for the present 
government which was able to put together such a formidable 
team.

The document contains all the basic facts on the resources of 
Kogi State and the various investment opportunities available. Its 
recommendations are wide-ranging and not time bound. It is 
indeed a blue print on which all immediate and future plans for 
development should be based.

To boost businesses in the new state, government has estab­
lished an investment company, a finance company, as well as a 
tourism and hotelcompany. Also theconstructionof multi-million 
naira shopping complex has been embarked upon in the centre of 
Lokoja. The project is to serve as an economic tonic for the state 
capital which lacks basic big business facilities.

II 
r
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I While tackling the problem of establishing the machinery . 
government in the short time available, the military administrah 
also thought the economy should receive a good____ _
noted: "Despitethe limitationoftimeand resources, I feelagt 
ment without a sound economic base is worth nothing. My 
is that Kogi State should be givena foundation that will 
to sustain itself. Government should as a matter of urgei 
an environment that will encourage s
less government and more private initiative."

One of the first steps taken by the state administration was the 
setting up of a committee to produce a blue print for economic de­
velopment Thecommittee had twenty-two members, allindigenes 
of Kogi State,drawn from thecommandingheightsofbusinessand 
the public sector. The committee had as chairman, Prince Ado 
Ibrahim. Col. Zakari had charged the committee to identify devel­
opment projects of high growth potentials, sources of funding and 
make recommendations on how the state can harness its abundant 
resources to confront the obvious economic backwardness.

One of the senior staff offices of the Lord Lugard administra­
tion in Lokoja was quickly renovated to serve as the committee's
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opmcnt of facilities for tourism. The state capital, Lokoja, which is 
sandwiched between the mountain of Patti and the Niger-Benue 
confluence is a scenic beauty. In addition to this are the landmark 
places in the town which can be rightly said to be the first commer­
cial and political capital of Nigeria.

Col. Zaka ri has embarked on the development of these histori­
cal landmarks to boost tourism, an 11 million naira road is under 
construction to the topof Mount Patti. The topof the mountain has 
a flat land of abou 115 square kilometers, and it has a very hospitable 
weather which is a sharp contrast to the condition down the 
mountain. Work is progressing on the road and the plotting of the 
mountain top fo allocation. Plans are also on to commence workon 
the beutification of the European ccmetry, the cenotaph, and the 
point the flag of the Royal Niger Company was lowered. Colonel 
Zakari said of these landmarks: "we arc developing the European 
cemctry because it is right in the heart of the town and has high 
interna tionalappeal. Membereof the fa miliesof those buried in this 
cemctry and whose na mes are inscribed on their tombs may decide 
to visit if the place is popularised. This will wield money for the 
state. Visitors will also be attracted to such places as the Niger/ 
Bcnueconfluence, Lord Lugard houses and so on. We have plans to 
restore to the state its pride of place in the history of Nigeria, Africa 
and indeed the entire world"
Transportation
Adequate attention is being given to this section to facilitate the 
economic take off of the state. A 30 kilometer road is being 
planned to link Ajaokuta with Lokoja. It is hoped that with this 
road, the Ajaokuta industrial area will be linked with the state 
headquarter for necessary spill-over effect. The state govern­
ment has already requested the support of the federal govern­
ment for the construction of the road which is estimated to cost 
about 28 million Naira.
The state government has also sent a passionate appeal to the 
federal government for the rehabilitation of its failed road 
within Kogi. Already, the contract for the rehabilitation of the 
road between Lokoja and Abaji has been awarded. Others 
requiring immediate attention to facilitate easy movement 
within the stateare theShintaku-Ayangba road,Okene-Lokoja 
road, Ida-Nsukka road and Lokoja-Kabba-IIorin road.
The state of these roads is slowing down business activities m 
the new state. To avoid the break down of transportation on 
Lokoja-Dorin highway, the stategovemment has embarked on 
the repair of a failed portion.
Education ‘ ■
Science based secondary education is a priority. The admini­
stration has approved the establishment of special science 
schools at Oguma,Okaba, Lokoja and Kabba. 9.4 million Naira 
is being committed into the purchase of the science equipmen 
for these schools while 1.9 million Naira is being expended on 
their renovation.
Plans are at advance stages for the establishment of agency for 
adult and no-formal education, scholarship board and a direc­
torate of science and technology.
Health
Kogi State has a total of thirteen public hospitals are those at 
Lokoja, Kabba and Obangede.
The Lokoja General Hospital is already undergoing re^°va. 
tion. About .8 million Naira is to be spent on the project, vvorx 
is nearing completing. Others are a bore hold for Loko) 
General Hospital, construction of medical store, repair o c 
room, bore hole for Okene General Hospital. Repair ofequip- 
ment of lyale, Mopa and Ankpa and generator sets for *
Kabba, and Ogori. This projects are to cost over 3 million_____ •

The state has commenced its drug revolving fund scheme with 
grant of 1.5 million Naira. Schools of nursing at Obangede, 
Egbe and Idah have received financial and material support to 
ensure their stability.
Agriculture
Kogi is basically an agrarian state. More than 85 per cent of its 
peopleareengaged insubsistenceagriculture. The targetofgovem-

mentis to boost the production of food crops, fish and livestock. To 
achieve this objective, a state-wide agricultural and rural develop­
ment authority is being planned. Arrangements arc also on for 
adequate fertilizer supply to the state in the next cropping season 
Three limited liability companies have been established to cater for 
all areas of agricultural investment. These are Kogi Agro-Allied 
Investment Company, Kogi Land Development Company and 
Kogi Oil Palm Production Company.
The state government has also commenced the construction of a 
standardagriculturalmechanicalworkshopforthemaintenanceof  
machineries. Also government has started the construction of a 
modem slaughter house in Lokoja.
The palm plantation in thestate which were hitherto abandoned are 
being rehabilitated. The newly established Kogi Palm Production 
Company is to manage the various plantations. The Agricultural 
Training Institute in Ochaja is being renovated and expanded as 
plans are no to up grade its programme.
Justice
The ministry of justice which has the cabinet responsibility has 
enacted so far twelve edicts. Three of these are laws to enable the 
judiciary operate fully. The la wsare the high court (civil procedure 
rules edict, the area courts edict, the district courts law and the 
sharia court of appeal law.
In consonance with the objective of having an independent and 
virile judiciary, the ministry drafted and had enacted the public 
finance (judiciary provisions) edict which provided for a self ac­
countingjudiciary.
The judiciary has under gone a complete reorganisation and har­
monisation of the inherited systems and laws from Benue and 
Kwara States. Apart from the acting chief judge, there is one 
resident judge at thestate headquarter. High courts with resident 
judges have taken off at Ankpa, Idah, Okene, Obangede and Kabba 
Others are six upper area courts, 15 magistrate courts and 55 aro ’ 
courts.
In the last three and a half months, what the pioneeradministration 
in Kogi State has done is to lay a foundation for a sound adminis­
trative and economic take-off. These projects when fully imple­
mented will make the state an example to many others. The re­
sources that abound within the state indicate that Kogi State holds 
so much promise for its people and Nigeria as a whole. Th 
challenge ahead is to turn this promise into reality.
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amme which focuses on the provision of infrastructure and 
io provision of of a conducive atmosphere for private inves- 

.... ------ ’‘-’--(provides that so me infrastructure
i Lokoja should be built to house

prograi 
also the # 
tors to come in to the state. Italso] 
such as a shopping complex in 
offices for business enterprises.

The long term is proper industrialisation. The Ajaokuta Steel 
complex will be used as a catalyst for most of the industries that 
would besituated within thestate. The programmeis being planned 
such thatan industrial layout would stretch from Lokoja to Ajaokuta 
easy access to the Ajaokuta industrial complex.

State of the Roads
The federal government is making concerted efforts to reha­

bilitate itsdcplorable roads in thestate. Contract hasbecnawardcd 
for the rehabilitation of Lokoja—Koton Karfe portion of the federal 
highway in the state. The Lokoja — Okene road will soon be 
awarded according to the Ministerof Works and Housing, Retired 
Major-General Mamman Kontagora. I had discussions with him 
recently.

I wanttoagree withtheMinisterwhosaid thecostofconstruc- 
tionof roads is very high, and that ifa high quality road is to be built 
fora heavy rainfall area like ours, only very few areas in thecountry 
will have roads. You see, the rains have been very heavy this year 
that is why there are problems on the roads. Senior officials of the 
Works Ministry have been sent to the state to see for themselves the 
conditions of our roads and they have gone round.

Kogi state government has made funds available to repair 
some of the federal roads which ares seriously in bad shape. One is 
thesporton Kabba — Okoro Gbede road. Even some local govern­
ments are assisting in the roads rehabilitation programme.

Rural Development
The Directorate of Food, Roadand Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI) 

headquarters under the chairmanship of Air Vice-Marshal Larry 
Koinya has provided the state with some funds to enable DFRRI 
programmes to takeoff.

The state government has a lot of programmes for the rural 
areas,especially the provisionofpipe-bome water.TheMinistryof

Continued from page 36
Someof my major concerns when I first came were confidence 

building between the people from Benue and Kwara and particu­
larly to lay a basic foundation for economic development. My 
vision is of a purely non-governmental economic system.

I want to ensure that the development of thestate in all spheres 
of life is planned right from the very beginning to serve as fou nda- 
tion for the future. I am pleased that I have had the opportunity to 
sell this idea and it was found acceptable. The out-come of this was 
the setting up of a committee to produce a blue print for the 
economic development of the state. The committee was to work 
towards economic activities that are independent of government.

For instance, in a concerted effort to ensure the rapid industri­
alisation and transformation of the state, the state government has 
floated a number of companies as catalysts for development.

The companies are:- the Kogi Investment Company Limited 
which is to serve s a work house for private investment in viable 
business. The Confluence Finance Company is to fund the state's 
commercial and industrial enterprises. The Kogi State Hotel and 
Tourism company is to boost the rich tourism potentials of the state, 
and the Kogistate Property Development Company Limited which 
will later become a mortgage bank, is to offer loans to any Kogi state 
indigene wishing to build his or her own house.

The Kogi State Hotel and Tourism Company Limited will 
commence with the initial equity capital of 5 millionnaira, the other 
three will take-off with the initial equity capital of 10 million naira 
each.

The equity participation of the companies are disclosed to 
stimulate the expected active role of the private sector in the 
ventures in consonance with the prevailing privatisation  policy of 
the Federal Government. I enjoin all the affluent indigenes of the 
state to play effective role in the equity financing of the new 
companies.

Economic Blue Print:
The report of the committee is a very relevant document. The 

recommendations provide a stage by stage programme for the 
economic emancipation of the state. The first is the short term
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imagination. I beli 
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trate on how to

round their leaders, have a low level of rancour, because a crisis 
riddenenvironment cannot provide the conducive atmosphere for 
development.

Most memorable event:
I find it difficult to say this is my most memorable event. Each 

day is memorable to me, because each day there are new challenges 
and there are new factors in development and new experiences. 
When I came to Lokoja, the joy of state creation overwhelmed me 
and 1 decided that if everyone is grateful for the creationof  the state 
and 1 am appointed the first Chief Executive of the state, why

should I not worK very nara ru cuntnuuiu me
state. So, each day that passes is very challenging. We have a lot of 
activities going on in the state and those activities are unique in a 
sense, especially when you think that you have to combine many 
things at the same time.

Wishes for Kogi State:
My wishes for the state are simply that it should have very 

minimal government, a boom in the business climate in the sense 
that the state has the capabilities. The potentials are there in Kogi
State.

AGriculture has ha 
proved thesumofaboi 
million naira to sink 
holes especially in tl 
local government 
carved out of Benue 
which has a perennial 
lem of inadequate 
supply.

The state has got 
funding for rural road
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El-Zakzaky: audaunted 

security men didn't attempt to ar­
rest him at home or as he moved 
about within the country. While that 
may seem reasonable itappears that 
el-Zakzaky has forgotten that these 
people do not take orders from him. 
Nevertheless, he said he found 
many of them quite apologetic 
about most of what they were or­
dered to question him.

Thought the charge was differ­
ent this time, the territory covered 
and the method was familiar 
enough.

According to el-Zakzaky he is 
almost used to being detained. This 
incidence, he said, was the fifth 
time. The first happened in 1979 
when he was a student leader at 
Ahmadu Bello University. He had 
led muslim students in protest 
marches against what they consid­
ered unacceptable immoralities on 
campus. These included the sale 
and consumption of alcohol on the

The following 
morning he was 
whisked to Lagos 
where, he said, he 
was held at the now 
familiar Inter Centre, 
the SSS interrogation 
centre. He said he 
was not ill-treated 
though he didn't re­
ceive much-needed 
medical attention.

But why was he 
held? Sometimes 
looks can even speak 
louder than words. 
This time they were 
almost expressing 
incredulity. As el- 
Zakzaky sat recounting his week­
long experience at the hands of men 
of the SSS one gets a sense of 
wounded disbelief.

"They said," el-Zakzaky began, 
"that I am receiving, arms from 
Libya and Burkina Faso."

If the idea of a Kalashnikov- 
wielding mullah operating a gun- 
running racket doesn't sound plau­
sible, that doesn't mean the charge 
will be less troubling when made.

He said he was not worried by 
being detained but was clearly of­
fended by wh^t he described as the 
tendency of security men to adopt 
attitudes below what he considered 
dignified human intercourse.

"Why didn't they, for instance, 
come right out at the onset and say 
Malam this trip is not possible?" he 
asked, with much pain. Why should 
they not tell the truth? Or wait till I 
come to the airport?"

He wanted to know why the

El-Zakzaky
Arms and the man
Government ever suspicious of his 
motives, the fire-brand mullah had

yet another brush with the law
T H ^the day was Wednesday, No­

fl vember 20. The scene was the 
-fl- departure lounge of the

Aminu Kano International Airport. 
The time was midnight — check-in 
time for British Airways flight to 
London.

Malam Ibrahim leader of the 
Zaria-based Islamic Movement had 
been there for about an hour, and it 
was time to go. He checked his 
papers; they were all in order. He 
weighed-in his flight bag and 
turned to bid farewell to the retinue 
of followers that turned out to see 
him off.

He joined the queue to board 
the plane and was soon through 
with the procedure. As he waited, 
the only thing on his mind was the 
series of talks he expected to deliver 
in London. Little did he know that 
the plane would shortly leave with­
out him.

And, instead of the snow and 
cold in London, for which he was 
well prepared, it was the humid 
heat of Lagos that he was to battle in 
the next few hours.

El-Zakzaky said he didn't miss 
his flighton purpose. He came to the 
airport a freeman but left it a de­
tainee.

'Tve just finished all the for­
malities," he said, "and I was wait­
ing to board the plane when I was 
picked." Initially he was told that he 
needed to fill some clearance forms 
required for ulama travelling 
abroad. Instead of getting forms to 
fill, he said, he was taken to the 
headquarters of the State Security 
Services, SSS, in Kano, where he 
spent the night.
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suit was inconclusive, there were in - 
dications, he said, that he had con­
tracted tuberculosis in Port Har ­
court prison where he was last held.

He is still hopeful that he will 
make the trip. Though his ticket has 
still not been recovered from British 
Airways, he said, he will go at a later 
date. Following his release after a 
week, the security withheld his 
passport and remaining ticket. 
These were released to him when he 
returned on November 27.

Asked by a BBC correspondent 
after his release whether he planned 
to take the government to court over 

not recognise any court, and there­
fore we have nowhere to take our 
case other thank the Court of Allah ."

By Adamu Adamu

El-Zakzaky said 
his visit to the UK 
was in response to an 
invitation by some 
muslim groups. He 
also said he wanted 

niL votuu, c*-x_ax\z.ai\y avividi,

not without a hint of irony, "that the to seize the opportu­
nity to do a medical

campus and the holding of wild 
parties.

The second, he said, was when 
he was incarcerated in Sokoto and 
Enugu prisons for four years on the 
charge of inciting disaffection 
against government and preaching 
without licence. In December 1984, 
he went back to detention for the 
third time and stayed nine months 
in Kirikiri. Two years later he was 
back, for three years, on a charge of 
the possession of illegal documents. 
"These documents," el-Zakzaky 
said, "were in reality a paper I pre­
sented in Funtua in 1980."

The latest which was the fifth 
time was also the first time he would 
be charged on suspicion of the pos­
session of arms. According to el- 
Zakzaky, the SSS alleged that con­
signment of arms had been 
despatched to him from the Socialist 
Peoples Libyan Arab Jamahiriyya 
and Burkina Faso."

"They said," el-Zakzaky added, 
pnh WiFhniif a bin I- nf irnnv "ibah f-bn 

arms were delivered to me through 
Maradi." If true, he said, he must 
indeed be a powerful and well-con- examination.

hearts," he added. "We are not 
fighting anyone. We only seek to 
bring about a revolution in how 
people think."

He said it is people who will 
have to change into muslims who 
are aware and conscious of their 
duties as muslims. Thereafter, what 
they do is up to them, he said.

ut if he is not about to fight 
I [jj the government with arms, 

he is certainly at war — a 
war of words — with it. He doesn't

Asked how he knew about all 
this, he said he was in possession of 
reliable information inadvertently 
revealed by a prominent traditional 
authority with suspected Zionist 
links.

"Actually I expected to be 
picked up by mid-July, he said. 
"When this failed, I then knew there 
must have been changes."

He said according to the plan, 
while he was in detention, a smear 
campaign will be launched. This 
charge of gun-running, he said, was 
supposed to be part of a campai gn to 
depict members of the Islamic 
Movement as a danger to the public. 
This, he said, will prepare the public 
for whatever follows. Yet el- 
Zakzaky said his detention was 
botched by ovcrzealous officials. 
"They must have caught me at the 
wrong moment," he said. "Appar­
ently it didn't add up with their 
plans. That's why they had to re­
lease me."

Concerning the visit he was to 
make toUK, el-Zakzaky said was in 
response to an invitation by some 
muslim groups. He also said he 
wanted to seize the opportunity to 
have a medical check-up. He said lie 
had undergone a medical examina­
tion at Ahmadu Bello University

nected person to be able to persuade 
all the guards at Burkinabe post into 
Niger and then overcome the gen­

borders — with Libya, with Burkina 
Faso and with Nigeria. "Why then 
did they wait all this time before 
they do anything?” el-Zakzaky 
asked.

Though he said he could under­
stand why a government that took 
power with arms would worry 
about someone having arms, he w
failed to understand what danger he arrest is only a small part of a long- 
would pose outside if his stay at 
home didn't constitute a threat.

About the charge of gun-run­
ning, he said it was absolutely base­
less. He said it shouldn't merit 
mention. *

"In any case why should we 
need arms?" he asked. "I thought the 
security people knew us enough.

our activities ought to know that our 
message is directed at people's

damarie of Niger Republic on all its recognise its sovereignty and will
waste no time in inviting others to Teaching Hospital. Though the 
share his beliefs. He said he and his -----—i.--------------
followers are at Meccan stage of an 
Islamic struggle, and if the govern­
ment saw any necessity to attack 
him it must be due to the potentials 
of the movement and not because 
they are up in arms against anyone.

According to el-Zakzaky, his

term plan. It is supposed to be part 
of what he called "Clearance 1992 
and Beyond," which he said was the 
code-name of an operation he be­
lieved the security agencies 
launched earlier in the year.

He said experts were drawn
from some Arab countries and they his detention, he replied, "We do 

, _ _ met their Nigerian counterparts in —------ u-----------------------------------
Whoever is even remotely awate of Abuja and devised a strategy to 
ouractivitiesoughttoknowthatour contain the rising influenceof the Is­

lamic movement.
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sent hu hd of Saudi Arabia only 
Prominn'3;0'^ Prince while other 
meetikv ^Sentecsatthetwo day 
of Svria ududed President Assad 

g,SrS““.s2s
. 1 m Africa South of the Sahara 

xvhr» down the incidence
fnr rv-i_e S°ne8alcse foreign minis- 
.. \ u ° told anxious reporters 

at the significance of the confer­
ence for Senegal was that it had 
succeeded in hosting the umma 
who together account for one-fifth 
° toe world population and 50 per 
cent of its resources.

At the opening ceremony of the 
summit, the Senegalese President 
Abdou Diouf called on the Islamic 
world to show greater solidarity 
among its members. He said how­
ever that required support and as­
sistance should be strictly done 
within the international law which 
precludes interference in the inter­
nal affairs of a sovereign state add­
ing that the OIC does not have a 
predicative or evangelism vocation.

Iraq which had boycotted the 
summit altogether because of the 
draft resolution condemning its ac­
tion both during and after the Gulf 
war did not go unscathed. The sec- -----
retary general of the organisation,

Dr. Hamid Al^^-31'- 

trionoStth^^■conae-‘■ 

v -------- --- Gulf crisis. A}-G 990 invasion^,
the Ch-GnUe toe sixth summit the Augus ' called |grn 

?~on Nfo‘t“b "

lXes^X" ^^itlostin
Perhaps,whatthes^^^ t

the absence of keY mCInt:'chl
had gained in the ”oj.eign minister 
The Senegalese ,„,he member 
announced °”Sur’b/of Azerbaijan 
shipofSovietRcpu an ob-
while Albania was p dclcgation
server status. Nig )ed by the 
to the conference [brahim
Sultan of Sokoto, confer-
Dasuki who surface rcturned
ence got underwdlastThurs- 
before the summit close
day. _____ _______________ "

-TgXEsrS
to have H For instance the 
^"Toludon on the condition of 
dra a San child sponsoredby Sene- 
the,AIran and Bangladesh-was ;
gal' dat the summit. The resolu- i 
ad°PcaUed on member nations to 

their efforts to reduce high 
double the aU sup_

na„„. rates of “X„ent produced by the ;
id '"the apPlica' P°rting /stated that of all the 76 I
"t tionson^ having the highest rate of I

!S°’ condemned countn .. among children be- 
:„vasion of chUd^ 32 are from thc [s.

^h/^Sm^aiso took a critical 
3a! the political developmentin 
* states including Mali and 

While endorsing multi 
...pluralism in these countries,it 
‘/members states not to give 

Sed m the separatist move­
ilia.Beleaguered Libya 

l - Jeived some words of solidar- 
Tcu camein a cautiously worded 
• of support for Libya in its 

with the US, Britain and 
France over its aUeged support for 

‘e,Th wa^not altogether a dull affair.
U, !S Wa in an announcement 

Saud* Oincided with the end of the 
Wh‘mit cancelled debts owed it by 
suro /or members of the orgam- 
Son which include Mali and Mau- 

ritaAiaso at the close of curtains last
A J V a mild drama ensued 

ThurSlcypLO leader, Yasser Arafat 
f^Xut objecting to non-indu- 
storm rd j.had or holy warm
Sion ° olution describing the 
thC d± for Palestinian homeland 
St/h IsraL authorities. It took the 
Wlth 'ention of Gabonese leader, 
^Xgotobringhimbacktothe 

COnr<3n?cally!1Dakar summit acd' 

dentally opened on the fourth anm-
1 tXry of the Palestinian upnsing 

, 2ii occupied territories.in Israel P ByAbuMommoh 
with agency reports

Citizen, December 16, 1991

lool 
member i

’ s it gornali3- 
HoershiP- party pl~

■ ur£c~ 1recognition to 
mentsinSomal 
alsojece 
ity. **— 
motion 
conflict



45

Citizen, December 16, 1991

Compaore: hi-tech political 
calculations?

By Rabiu Bara 
with Agency Repcz

putting out the fire from Islamic 
groups, who pose the greatest chal­
lenge to its leadership. The mair 
opposition party, the Islam Funda 
mentalist Party which is favourite tc 
win any elections has been in coma 
lose since the arrest of all its top 
leaders by the government, is seei 
as still having the sympathy of mos 
Algerians. The government woula 
therefore like to stem its growin_ 
influence.

Since the reported attack on 
border post last month. Defend 
Minister Khaleed Nezzar has o« 
dered a vigorous man hunt whicr 
would stop only when the suspecte= 
group is annihilated. Perhaps, th- 
government has succeeded, for tb- 
EL-Afghani group is reported toha\_ 
lost everything during the attacL 
The suspicion here is that the grou= 
is not only known to be linked wi— 
an Afghan Islamic group, but al— 
the Islamic Fundamentalist Salv- 
tion.

r 1 he African political scene 
I continues to be a study in 

JL outrageous disasters.Thelat- 
est in this ugly event took place last 
week Monday in Burkina Faso. Two 
leading opposition figures were at­
tacked with one losing his life and 
the other wounded. Mr. Clement 
Omarou Ouedraogo, a former ally 
of president Blaise Compaore was 
killed when a bomb was thrown at 
his car by unknown persons riding 
on a motor bike. Until his death he 
was the Secretary General of Labour 
Party. Mr. Tall Moctar, the leader of 
the group of Revolutionary Demo­
crats was luckier, as he escaped with 
gun shot wounds.

This somewhat hi-teck murder 
came barely a week after the presi­
dential elections boycotted by the 
opposition and three quarters of the 
populace. Since the outcome of the 
sham elections, the opposition has 
continued its call for a political con­
ference that will discuss the future 
of the country. Both Omarou 
Ouedraogo and Moctar are key 
members of the opposition coalition.

that about74.88per cent of thepeople 
did not participate, adding that the 
86.19 per cent vote Compaore got 
was from the one quarter of the 
population that voted.Thecourt just 
stopped short of ordering re-elec­
tions.

This latest move that seems to 
have government's blessing has elic­
ited a uniform reaction from the in­
ternational community hence bring­
ing pressure to bear on president 
Compaore. The opposition is also 
getting united, stronger and with 
such a landmark ruling as the su­
preme Court's Compaore could be 
chewing too much.

AFRICA_____________________________________________________

Burkina Faso
Bomb for the opposition

Who ordered the attack on key 
opposition figures?

Coordination of Democratic Forces. 
And it was only last year that 
Omorou Ouedraogo decamped 
from president Compaore's to join 
the Labour Party.

The bombing and shooting in­
cidence introduced a new turn to 
the uncertain atmosphere in Ouaga­
dougou since the elections. Last 
week the opposition rejected the 
results of the polls and took the 
matter to the supreme court. In a 
surprise ruling, the court declared

Algeria

Back to batt!® field
17 persons killed in renewed violence

TT TV most Islamic leaders in
\\/detention, Algeria has been 
V V quiet until last weekend 

when violence erupted in the north­
ern part of the country. In wha t is ap­
parently the government's contin­
ued crackdown on persons branded 
Islamic fundamentalists, 17 people 
including 3 security agents lost their 
lives.

Reports say violence erupted 
when persons known to be either 
members or sympathisers of the 
main opposition party Islamic Sal­
vation Front protested a raid by 
police. The police were said to have 
gone in search of people alleged to 
have carried out an attack on a bor­
der post last month. The area is the 
strong hold of the Tayeb El-Afghani 
group, which came out of the face-of 
heavily bruised. The 14 dead per­
sons are believed to be members of 
the group.

This latest clampdown, coming 
close to the elections scheduled for 
early next year, has the smack of the 
government's continued effort at



it is dear that Mikhail Gorbachev,
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out of his job.
'The main task of my life has 

been accomplished, declared the 
bewildered leader after a last unsuc­
cessful effort toavoid becoming what 
he himself called "a guest at some-

■

)<■

republic preside^ffrom 

^Up^nesd^S^

w
-

role was to initiate reform and he 
said he was successful in his 
struggles against the Communist 
Party, the Soviet military-industrial 
complex and now "my friends", a 
reference to Boris Yeltsin and other

Gorbachev: out in the cold 

Gorbachev was hopeful that the 
■ ■ ■ 1 with which re- 

would leave 
him with some meaningf

1 
WORLD

expected to come into the new com­
monwealth are the Baltic and the 
Caucasus republics. But even before 

-------------------------- the formal dis­
solution of the 
union hopes 
that it would 
survive were 
really slim. 
While the Bal­
tics have wel­
comed Western 
ambassadors, 
Ukraine is al- ;
ready a mem­
ber of the 
United Nations. 
Azerbaijan at­
tended the 
Dakar meeting 
of the Organisa­
tion of Islamic 
Conference.

Many 
therefore see 
the creation of 
the common­
wealth as a 
neat, violence

—proof method of burying an impe­
rial past and accepting a reality al- 

ould leave ready on the ground. Some of the re- 
;ful federal publics, Russia included, expect to 
. His hopes become members of the International 

neraiy FwT.d, IMF, chnrriy.
So far, the dissolution appears to 
’ —’-ybody wants. The re- 

f ?lves, their neighbours,
the European Community and the 
United States have

Indeed, US Secretary~~--

Empire disinte^0*® ws
Wednesday, December 12 willieI” J ereign 
lory as the day Union of the Soviet SO 
Republics, USSR disintegrated

ike deciding the exact mo­
ment of the onset of sleep, 
the time of the decline and 

a of an empire can never be with r " 
a?? degree of accuracy. The case of I 

e Soviet Empire, which is disinte- I 
grating before our eyes, may be an I 
exception. L

With the help of Mikhail Ser- I 
geyevich Gorbachev and his im­
promptu revolution, determining 
just when the downward slide of the 
Soviet Union began can be less 
imprecise.

The former Soviet Union, the 
largest country in the world, was 
composed of 15 republics many of 
which themselves comprised of 
several autonomous regions. It was 
a boiling pot of differing nationali­
ties, ethnicities and religions. Obvi­
ously little melting had taken place ’ 
in the pot: it was as classical an I 
empire as ever had been. It began I 
falling apart in 1985 and effectively |( 
ended precisely on Thursday, De- U 
comber 12, 1991. That was the day [_ 
the Central Asian Republics con­
cluded that there was no central 
government in the Soviet Union to ----------
remain with, because with nine out bewildering SP€~ 
of 15 republics in the commonwealth, formers were m____ ± “*’-**----------
it is clear that Mikhail Gorbachev, h>m His hopes beco“>®^eFund, WF> shortly -
the reformer, had reformed himself arrangeme Yeltsin, the the dissolution appears*0

.......... be what every' neighbours,

old union no longer exists pubUcs themselves, th ^ g^

AsiX^X^-^of
1K muora umru a gu«v - relief asthe periphery,now '"g^er as if rousing from a sleep,
body else's wedding". He said his ear- P monwealth.MUi- James’ d that the US will host

...............................
Xr y eommand covering nuclear ‘^bers of the Western

WCaiheSremaining areas that are__________________________



47

Citizen, December 16, 1991

The final phase of the decline started in 
1985 with the selection of Mikhail Gor­
bachev as secretary-general of the Soviet 
Communist Party. Gorbachev's rise in 
Soviet bureaucracy for someone hitherto 
virtually unknown outside the USSR was 
phenomenal, as was his adroit manipula­
tion of the party apparatchik.

becoming secretary-general he had 
concentrated almost all the execu­
tive and ceremonial powers within 
his hand. And then he began what 
must now seem like a careless ex­
periment.

Weighed down by the burden 
of debt and a giant of an economic in 
shambles Gorbachev sought to in­
ject a measure of efficiency into the 
economic system. He did this by 
loosening the controls put in place 
by central planners. He called that 
policy perestroika, Russian for restruc­
turing.

He realised that freedom for the 
economy can hardly succeed with­
out freedom for the people. Per- 
estroika, therefore, wenthand in hand 
with glasnost, the policy of open­
ness, which allowed the Soviet 
people for the first time to question 
how they are governed.

Naturally this wind of freedom 
blew all over the place — including 
Eastern Europe, which the Soviet 
Union held in a vice-like grip since

neighbours.
Riots broke out in a number of 

republics and some especially those 
in Muslim areas, were put down 
with heavy loss of lives. These gave 
rise to feeling of nationalism and 
desire for separatism.

Though many republics indi­
cated the desire to go their own way, 
it was the Baltic republics of Latvia, 
Lethunia and Estonia that first for­
mally attempted to break away. 
Gorbachev, yet unready to gran t the 
right voluntarily that the republics 
would wrest anyway, sent in the 
Red Army. This only served to so­
lidify the resolve of the Balts and 
others waiting to see how the situ­
ation would be resolved.

From then on there was no stopping 
downward trend.

The final phase of the decline 
started in 1985 with the selection of 
Mikhail Gorbachev as secretary­
general of the Soviet Communist 
Party. Gorbachev's rise in Soviet 
bureaucracy for someone hitherto 
virtually unknown outside the USSR 
was phenomenal, as was his adroit 
manipulation of the party 
apparatchik. Within a short time of

the second world war. The Eastern 
Europeans took up the challenge of 
freedom and sacked all their gov­
ernments and ruling communist 
parties. For at time they led in chart­
ing the course that post-communist 
Europe was to take. The Soviets 
simply followed others in a revolu­
tion they were supposed to be lead­
ing. Soon it caught up with them as 
their own people learned to lose the 
fear of police and soldiers from their

r
WORLD________________
(Gulf) coalition and international 
financiers. The time to share out 
markets and opportunities is near at 
hand.

The current fate of the Soviet 
Union has had many causes but 
some recent happenings may be to 
blame.

Many believe the decision by 
Leonid Breznevin 1979 to intervene, 
with the tacit agreement of the West, 
in Afghanistan to prevent a victory 
by the rag-tag army put up by the 
Mujahideen was a tactical mistake. 
Their fear of the possibility of an 
Iran-style Islamic government in 
Afghanistan is well-founded and 
may therefore be understandable. 
Their defeat and eventual with­
drawal sapped the morale of the 
soldiers and citizens as much as the 
intervention itself wrecked the econ­
omy. Its standing in the world also 
suffered as its former allies among 
the non-communists in the Third 
World began to see it as another 
conquering imperialist exploiter.

Z\ nd one thing leading to an- 
ZrX other, no republic was 

,47xkspared this Soviet-style pro­
democracy movement until every­
thing finally collapsed. So far so good 
but things can still get out of hand- 
Already clashes have been reported 
between Moldavian police and eth­
nic Russians in Moldavia. NATO 
officials meeting in Brussels said this 
was the time when the peoples of the 
former Soviet Union would require 
help. If the west failed it would have 
lost its last opportunity to do any­
thing.

Bu t the west has not been sitting 
idle. The Americans, beside the 
conference they would be holding 
soon, intend to get in to help market 
forces. Secretary Baker, getting ready 
to visit Moscow, said all US help 
would be in assisting market forces, 
ensuring a definite end to the cold 
war and teaching democracy.

Already the US has sounded a 
note of warning to Azerbaijan. Sec­
retary Baker said the republic was 
getting ready to attack some un­
named enemy. He warned of direct 
consequences.

If anything happens to Azer­
baijan many will believe it is be~ 
cause it is a Muslim republic. Per­
haps for them a second glasnost i5 
on the way.

By Adamu Adamu
with agency reports
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Britain's options so we can make the 
right choice for our country when 
the time comes." He did concede 
some ground, however, especially 
on a grea ter role for the Community 
in foreign affairs and defence, ar­
guably in response to the develop­
ments in the Soviet Union.

Major also endorsed the prin­
ciple of "qualified majority vote," 
which allots the same 10 votes to 
Britain, Germany, France and Italy 
on any Community decision. Spain,

and Denmark three each, while 
Luxembourg two. It means that a 
decision can be invalidated by 23 
votes and vice versa. Against the 
background of the strong anti-Un- 
ion sentiments of Thatcher, Major's 
"concessions" are considered "a 
very considerable shift."

Dutch prime minister Rudd 
_____ s no 
illusions about the taskinhand.Said 
he: "We are not aiming for a sort of 
melting pot for Europe. What we do 
hope is that we can create a Europe 
in which the variety in cultures, 
languages and traditions will be 
considered.... as a source of richness 
and creativity."

The leaders all agreed on other 
issues though. For instance, they 
unanimously condemned theresur- 
gence of racism in member states 
and elsewhere, expressing revul­
sion at maltreatment and exploita­
tion of immigrants. They welcomed 
assurances by Russia, Ukraine and 
Byelorussia on their existing bor­
ders and single control of nuclear 
weapons.

Africa received a mention, 
when the leaders agreed to tie the 
CFA Franc, used by former French 
colonies, most of them in Africa, to 
the single European currency unit 
(ECU). While This will help open 
the way to the treasury of the West, 
italso threatens toexpose the econo­
mies of such countries to more bla­
tant manipulation by the EC.

By Tawey Zakka 
with agency reports
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Major and Thatcher shift over 
Europe '92

^,Ol49her road to 92
Ways the enfant terrible, makes it a roUgh T° 

to United Europe 

a>most all 12 
who De- 
rivo-day

TC*ven
cumber ^^inthe 

tricht j - 

fied" Wh •?oy 
whoemn lls oul 
ain's Primeemth' wmnCT- Brit' 
Was. e Wmister John Major, it 

di*ched\he anHUfh Seen to have 

his Dr„j ’European rhetoric 
Etcher anaeCeSSOr' Margaret 
own viSi;n ofVeflaced U with his Europe " ntain "at the heart of

opposition" S 1 - - - 
succeeded in „ Sev®ral ‘ssues, yet 
concessions t snatcl'U'8 some keyHrs??K fr°mhis colleagues.
managed m iKsh prime minister 
danse in a an "°P'-°ut"
European Com Y comnutting the curre^ £°~dy to a si”8lc 
Europe 1996- Opt-out," in 
from a h."'aans"therighttoescape 
that ria eaW commitment." With 
sion Use'Britain can defer a deci- 
themon^lh"i“dWhentO>Oin 

Un ,Second* Ma)or got his 11 col­
eagues to drop the social charter 
°m,the rieaty on political union, 

which is meant to give the Commu­
nity wider jurisdiction over social 
and employment matters. The char­
ter now is to be issued as a separate 
documentbinding only on the other 
11 member states. The losers on this 
point, are certainly the French, who 
have their countryman, Jacques 
Delors as president of the European I 
Commission. They want to rid the |f> 
EC of its eurosclerosis" and steer it 
forwards a stronger commitment to 
welfarism.

Observers say that the differ- 
ences between Britain and the other

•---- -—EC members have created "a two- 
tier community." There now exist 
°ne broad Community," they 

Point out, "including Britain and a On — much tighter and more cohesive one which joined last year has eiih?^-' 
comprising 11 states "However, the Netherlands, BelgiUlri, po . ?

Germans are hopeful that Britain ar,o Greece have five each would also join the monetary union ’ *’ / ,af!“

ar,d adopt the social charter before 
°ng, in 1996 at the earliest.

It was a triumphan t Major who 
said at the end of the summit "We 
Would have a choice, no let, no hin- 

rance and, no doubt about it, to 
oeade whether it was right for Brit- 

fnstay

^Placable
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Finance
Awaiting the big stick?
As less than 60 finance companies meet the deadline for 

registration, several others prepare for closure

One of the finance houses

finance house at Allen Avenue which 
prior to the introduction of the guide­
lines charged 10 per cent interest 
rate on loan has increased it to 12 per 
cent or 14 per cent in most cases.

A financial consultant who 
craved for anonymity has argued 
that the 500,000 Naira mandatory 
deposit is not relevant. He points 
out that banks which are supposed 
to deposit such proportionate 
amount with their capital base have 
a way of circumventing it. The fi­
nancial consultant observes that 
there are loopholes which the finance 
houses can explore. These include 
capitalising on structures as assets 
purchased from directors' fund, 
raising the pre-paid expenses and 
rents to several thousands Naira and 
submission of "cosmetic" balance 
sheet tailor-made to the requirement 
of the CBN.

liiraEBIM !!!s!
■ '■ •. . .. q: I A;; V •

V

TT ^nless the Central Bank of
I Nigeria, CBN, extends its 

deadline for registration of 
non-banking finance houses which 
expires on Thursday, an estimated 
400 finance houses may fold up. CBN 
sources told Citizen that only about 
60 of an estimated 500 non-banking 
financial institutions have filed their 
registration papers.

The registration is in compli­
ance with the "Banks and other Fi­
nance Institutions Decree No. 25 of 
1991 which made it mandatory for 
all non-banking financial institutions 
to register with the CBN within six 
months of the effective date of the 
decree in October. Consequen tly, the 
CBN issued guidelines for finance- 
companies and asked them to regis­
ter before December 19.

The guidelines which financial

syslm>,reqUe5tany personS«k.R6 cm w.re such Thogn
a license for a finanrp comnanv in witn r .financial requirement, Henry 

Olayemi, manager, Rims Securities 
opines that the CBN ought to have 

million Naira, including the500,000 wJSdte rapable ol
Naira or 10 norrentadmsted capital f teringpointingoutthattheCBN 

definitely over-estimated the finan­
cial solvency of the finance compa­
nies.

Meanwhile, Citizen investiga­
tions, show that some operators of 
finance houses have.embarked on 
aggressive recruitment of qualified 

. . , npr-sonnel to meet the management
minimum qualificationsand expen- P' uirement of the CBN guidelines,
encemandatory for officers who may r 4 since introduction of the
occupy the top key management deli'neS/ the cost of fund to fi- 
positions in the finance company. 8“ houses had risen with equal
Citizen learnt last week that few ™ se on interest rate on loans
companies have been able to com- Finance houses. For instance a 
ply with these guidelines, especially_____________ ____ __________________
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a license for a finance company in 
Nigeria to satisfy certain conditions. 
These include, a minimum paid up 
capital from 250,000 Naira to five

Naira or 10 percent adjusted capital 
to be deposited with the CBN. Be­
sides, the sum of 50,000 Naira licens­
ing fee is required with additional 
5,000 Naira payable yearly for re­
newal of the operators business.

Aside the financial require­
ments, there is also a management 
requirement which stipulates the 
minimum qualificationsand experi-



NEPA’s projects hindered

the second quarter.

AVM Imam

1
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supplied in new local 8°^  ̂
councils and the rejuvenation of the

geria needs about 3 billion Naira to 
upgrade electricity supply in the 
newly created states to enableithem 
meet their challenge as new cenhes 
of development. Also,addit>onal 300 
million Naira would be needed 
upgrade power supplies in the 136 
new local government councilsan_

NSE
Decline in 
transaction recordedITH he total value of NSE trans- decrease of 29.6 per cent wher 

B action in the second quarter compared with the value of NSl 
nA of 1991 was 51.7 million transactions in the first quarter ol 

, This was made up of 16.9 mil- According to the June edition 
lion Naira, 35 million Naira and of. the Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
31 3 million Naira of government CorporationNDICQuarterlythede 
stock,Industrial loansand equities, dine was mainly due to reducec 
respectively. . transaction in government stocks ir

The total value of transactions the second quarter.
Pin the second quarter represented a By Tola Sunday

Citizen, December 16, 1991

about 650 million Naira to rejuve­
nate the Egbin power stabom

Meanwhile, over 2.6 billion

ESSNEVA'S tariff structure introduced 
in 1989 by the government has 
helped to improve the revenue gen­
eration of the authority.

50_______________________________

For the finance houses that 
would not be able to meet the CBN 
deadline,Tony Ede said that the CBN 
would assume that they are not in 
existence. However, a legal practi­
tioner Clement Bosa believes that’ 
any limited liability outfit is a legal 
entity that can sue and be sued and 
therefore can perform some of the 
functions of the finance houses 
which include financing local pur­
chase orders and invest on any proj­
ect. However, Adisa Lawai assistant 
manager with United Bank of Af­
rica, Apapa added that such busi­
ness outfit cannot go into money 
market instrument like commercial 
papers. Mr. Lawai pointed out that

he minister of Mines, 
Power and Steel, Air Vice 
Marshal Nura Imam (rtd) 
has expressed the fear that 

some of the projects of the National 
Electric Power Authority (NEPA) 
mightsufferbecauseof financial con­
straint. In his ministerial press brief­
ing in Lagos last week, AVM Imam 
identifies some of the new projects 
as upgrading electricity supply in 
the nine newly created states, power

BUSINESS & ECONOMY
the difficulties in meeting the re­
quired standard may cause some of 
the finance house to fall by the way 
side but added that a reasonable 
number of the finance houses must 
be allowed to do good and lawful 
business for the speedy transforma­
tion of our economy. If the CBN 
sticks to its Thursday deadline, any 
non-banking fiance company that 
fails to meet the deadline and con­
tinues to operate, run the risk of 
being fined 500,000 Naira in accor­
dance with section 57 (6) of the de­
cree. Any person who commits the 
same offence, is also liable to an 
imprisonment term not exceeding 

10 years.
CBN Governor: Ahmed
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Out with a bang

First Bank

First with first cash

to

book request and bill payment such 
as utility bill.

The Bank's managing director, 
Chief Emmanuel Olisambu, how­
ever, said that the initial emphasis 
will be on easy withdrawal of cash 
during or after office hours without 
the need to go into the banking halls 
for encashment.

The pilot phase of the first cash 
ATMS are located in six different 
centres around Lagos.

Notwithstanding, the Chief Ex­
ecutive of the bank explained thatall 
customers of First Bank in Lagos ir­
respective of the branch can apply 
for the cards.

ypsq irst Bank of Nigeria Pic last 
M week launched anew prod- 

J L uct First cash into th emoney
market.

The product is the brand name 
of the bank's Automated Teller Ma­
chine (ATM), a self service equip­
ment capable of dispensing cash to 
customers during the after banking 
hours.

It is designed to save the cus­
tomers valuable man-hours as they 
can withdraw cash anytime both 
during and after closing hours. Other 
services to be in troduced by the bank 
through the ATM include cash and 
or cheque deposit, statement of ac- 
countrequest,funds transfer,cheque

Citizen, December 16, 1991

of the amount in the investment ac­
count, or lump sum cash on survival 
to age of 55 or later age. Under the 
ultimate personal pension plan the 
policy holder at age of 55 or a later 
age can also take the whole of his 
benefit as a lump sum, or the whole 
of his benefit as income payable for 
life with five-year guarantee or an­
nuity which guarantees income for 
the rest of his life. In addition the 
policy can be used as collateral or for 
tax relief on premium.

Eleoramo said though the com­
pany was incorporated in 1989 but 
has through its innovative services 
witnessed tremendous growth in the 
volume of business and is today 
among the first 20 insurance compa­
nies in the country with about 5 
branches across the country. He 
justified the choice of Kaduna in 
launching the products as in recog­
nition of its unique features which

1\\ /|T ana8erncnt Nigerian- 
|\\/ French Insurance Com- 

XV J I. Pany Limited has added 
two new products to the company's 
folio. These are Blue Chip Assur­
ance Plan and Ultimate Personal 
Pension Plan. At a well attended 
launching of the products at the 
Durbar Hotel, Kaduna, recently . 
E.O. Eleoramo, general manager and 
chief executive of the company 
pointed out that the two plans de­
veloped as response to the needs of 
the public by planing a package that 
provides high financial protection 
for guaranteeing continuation of life 
of both the dependents and the 
breadwinner in case of eventuality.

He said among the special fea­
tures of the Blue Chip Assurance 
Plan are a guarantee for the policy 
holder who survived to the tenth 
year and each subsequent five years 
guarantee to withdraw 25 per cent

include its central location in the 
north, the cosmopolitan population 
and proximity to the new capital, 
Abuja, all which recommend it as a 
city with tremendous business po­
tential.

Launching the plans, the deputy 
president of Kaduna State chamber 
of commerce, David Dau blamed 
the public cynicism about insurance 
and life assurance in particular on 
ignorance. He added that the mis­
conception is that "once you take a 
life assurance, it is a premonition of 
death". Whilerecommcding the two 
plans to the members of the public, 
Mr. Dau stressed that insurance 
products are meant to better the lives 
of the people and cushion what 
would have amounted to insur­
mountable viedtudes".

By Abu Mominoh

Aminu, new OPEC 
chairman
he minister of Petroleum 
Resources, Professor Jubril 
Aminu was elected at the 
session of the 90th confer- 

Openof *e 13-member organisation 
cnC, took place in Vienna.

■?he ^l ^~ster °f UnitCd Arab 
_ l-ates Mr. Yousef Omeir Bin 
EmI f was also elected alternative 
Y°UAent Untilhisappointment,Pro- 
PrCS,d Aminu was OPEC alternative 
fCSS°L^t He is the third Nigerian 
presiden • lhc organisation,
minister late Yahaya Dikko
Others v. )wan Lukman.
and A’ha) Aminu said the con- 

might roll over OPEC's pre­
ference "'.h of 23.65 million barrels 
ductioncei s fourth quarter of
a day the first quarter of next
this year ‘n By Tola Sunday
year^—-------- _---------------------------------
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because a decree has made it so and 
many more could be promulgated to 

i.------

gramme as it unfolds. But all these

future.
The powers conferred on

lows at council of state meetings are 
being deliberately weeded out of 
governorship contests. If that is the 
motive, democracy has taken its 
worst bashing.

Accepted, it is a perverse thing, 
this democracy. Among its costly 
lessons is that it saddles the polity 
with popular but not necessarily the 
most competent of leaders, the sort 
that merit would not have en­
throned. Yet its tenets must be re­
spected, preserved and protected 
from undue interference. Better by 
far to let the electorate realise its 
mistakes and vote out incompetent 
leaders than to devise policies that 
derail democracy by stifling the 
popular will.

Anyway, if election of third rate 
leaders is one of democracy's short­
comings the same could be said of 
military regimes. But for their mo­
nopoly of the instruments of coer­
cion which enables them to shoot 
their way to power, some of the 
military leaders who have presided 
over our affairs do not merit that 

and trust. It is indeed an

I

not but be questioned since its poli- tinker with the transition pro- en_
To cite a few, the blanket ban, the 
open ballot, imposition of two par­
ties and now tu? ----- ------------------o------- —
given to NEC. By its action, particu- transition period. A commission 
larly the powers of NEC to deter- that cannot be challenged in the 
mine who qualifies to contest, gov- courts and one that is undoubtedly 
pmmnnUn i— 1-------■--------- ’ ’ ■* ’ ’ ’ ’

termined to keep 
nfr»/4 acnirnnfe Ci.

military president and civilian gov­
ernors is a reality of the transition 4 ______ _______ ___ v _r
programme perhaps individuals plaud NEC until the transition pre­

eminent is seen to be staunchly de- the government's blue eyed baby, 
termined to keep out some un- The honeymoon is likely to continue 
wanted aspirants. Since a diarchy of until the end of the transition pro- 

.-j . _ • • — gramme. In their own interest the
politicians should cheerfully ap-

who are perceived as strange bedfel- gramme do them part.___________
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BILKISU YUSUF
the over pampered newbreed are 
expected to derive from the deten­
tion of these banned politicians, it is 
even more intriguing why govern­
ment gave the National Electoral 
Commission, NEC the sweeping 
powers contained in Decree 49 of 
1992. By this decree, NEC can de­
clare any contestant unfit for elec­
tion if it perceives such a person as 
engaging in acts inimical to the tran-

The triumphant NEC
^”**1 rumbiers are talking them- 
■ selves hoarse. They have ^.Jevery reason to talk. Chief 
Anthony Enahoro is one of the restive 
lot. A first republic politician, he is 
miffed at the path the country is 
treading. Last week in a treatise titled 
Nigeria in ferment," Enahoro ob­
served that "it is one of the tragedies 
of the Nigerian situation that in seek­
ing to discredit all those who went 
before them and downgrade their 
achievements, their successors leave 
themselves no inspiration to draw 
upon." Shouldn't we ask ourselves 
why it is criminal to draw from the 
inspiration of the twelve banned 
politicians who were recently 
clamped into detention?

The cynics like the Civil Liberties 
Organisations CLO are also groaning 
with disbelief. Last Tuesday, at the 
launching of a journal of Human 
Rights, law and practice, published 
by the CLO, Chief Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, a second republic politician 
urged government to release the de­
tained banned politicians because the 
accusation that somebody supported 
a political candidate cannot be sus­
tained. Here again we must search 
our minds, even if such charges can 
be sustained why are we determined 
to cut the image of the only country 
that incancerates its leaders for sup­
porting political aspirants?

While it is baffling what benefits

sition programme, public order, 
morality, law and order.

If NEC must be just and fair in its 
application of these powers the casu­
alty rate among the current batch of 
governorship aspirants must be 
very high. It will not be an exaggera­
tion to say only 10 percent can be 
deemed fit to contest. It is obviously 
naive and simplistic of NEC to imag­
ine that the newbreed can flourish in 
political isolation from the oldbreed. ----- —
Afterall history confirms that the privilege 
present is a product of the past while irony that the least democratically 
the present is destined to shape the inclined crop of leaders have arro- 
e"‘---- gated to themselves the sole pre-

 NEC rogative of redefining the concept of 
constitute a gross deviation from the democracy to suit their visions and 
tenets of democracy which the gov- aspirations. NEC is powerful today 
emment seems so bent on defend­
ing. Its defence of democracy can­
not but bf* ntlochrmoz4 • *** -

cies have eroded rather than w 
courage genuine democratic ideals, show how disturbingly easy it is for 
T" a legitimating body to constitute it-

jr- self into a meddlesome referee. NEC 
the incredible powers has indeed become the tin god of the

larly the powers of NEC to deter-
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PRIVATE EYE

it
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nonpayment of the pension arrears 
approved by the federal govern­
ment.

Stunned by the fury of old sol­
diers who held him hostage, Gover­
nor Adisa's security men according 
to Vanguard newspaper, did what 
they were paid to do — secure his 
escape into a safe territory through 
the back door. What a close shave! 
Stripped of their victory since the 
enemy bolted into safety, the old 
soldiers decided to vent their fury 
on an immigration officer who was 
in the governor's office on an assign­
ment. He got the bashing of his life.

There's something distasteful 
about old soldiers behaving like the 
dregs even among "bloody civil­
ians." If old soldiers do not die why 
should discipline die first? That 
aside, I remember a law that stipu­
lates disarming old soldiers, walk­
ing stick and all. So how come these 
old guys didn't surrender their arms

Governor as hostage
omeone with a military sense 
of humour said, once a soldier,* 

k—J' always a soldier because old sol­
diers never die, they only retire even 
when they are not tired. The proof of 
this came a few days back when a 
batch of old soldiers relived their 
days on the war front. They evoked 
memories of those days when men 
were men and soldiers were ever 
ready to die twice (assuming that 
was possible), to eam their name as 
defenders of the nation. This time 
around, the old soldiers were fight­
ing a war to defend the territorial 
integrity of their pockets!

Their battle field was the office 
of the military governor of Oyo 
State and the lone enemy of hun­
dreds of the warring ex-servicemen 
was Governor Abdulkarim Adisa. 
Chanting war songs and armed 
with clutches and walking sticks, 
the old soldiers laid siege on the un­
suspecting governor. His crime?

and ammunition when they disen­
gaged from the forces? If that 
doesn't work, how about giving that 
NEC without a neck additional 
powers to "deal" with military 
thuggery of oldbreed soldiers?

As for Governor Adisa some­
one should nominate him for the 
award of artful dodger and the ex- 
servicemen for the "rebel peace 
prize" and old time thuggery in an 
election year.

mick!
The SDP on its part carries a 

caricature of a prominent 
member with a robust look, a g13S^ 
of bubbling champagne in han^ 
and a huge stick of cigar danglin& 
from his lips. It tells voters to shyn 
the face of ostentation and better U £ 
for a few urging them to vote 
for better life for all. Whichever 
you look at it, both parties arc mJ 
ing promises we know they ca 
fulfil.

In the process we suffer 
pollution from super loud pu 
address systems mounted on ca 
paign vehicles that are set to m .. 
deaf voters out of us. Oh! 
comes again blaring out lou 
Please help me someone, help!*1 
help! before I go d-e-a-f!!

■yr don't know if you hear what I 
II hear and see what I see, but 
Jl wherever you live it must be 
just as tough. The invasion of my 
eardrum is making life so uncom­
fortable that I am about to 
migrate to the top of Mambila pla­
teau. If I were Andrew, I would have 
migrated and "checked out," to re­
turn only when it's all over.

I am of course referring to the 
monotonous political campaigns of 
the "two government pickin'" the 
NRC and the SDP. When cars 
are not speeding by with their 
loudspeakers blaring praise songs 

remain static in front of the houses 
of their supporters yelling persua­
sive slogans. They are long on 
promises of free this, free that,

OM my eardrums!
but short on methodology of 
how they can perform the miracle 
with a SAP stricken economy. 
They do not leave until your 
eardrum is stretched to its limits 
and you're rendered temporarily 
deaf.

When you turn to the newspa­
pers they don't give you a respite 
because political adverts now out­
number news pages. The adverts 
are as diverse as can be with NRC 
telling the electorate that "it’s no use 
flogging a dead horse" because it 
won't deliver — an obvious refer­
ence to the SDP logo. The same NRC 

governorship aspirants, they in a television jingle also shows you 
'.air. static in front of the houses it’s chairman, Chief Tom Ikimi sit­

ting in a sleek Mercedez Benz and 
making tall promises to wretched, 
poverty stricken masses. Some gim-
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Federal capital
Abuja
City of hills and mountains
In Interiand core of Nigeria she seats: 
mother of Africa
Like a desert Oasis

Spring of opportunities flow 
North and South
East and West
Like the prowess of a magnet 
The high and low rush forth 
To test the taste of rose 
Its splendour and serene 
Our up-coming empire 
City of gold and golden opportuni­
ties
Silver, Iron and Diamond aplenty 
She is the womb of Africa.

Nuhu Yar'wa 
-----------------©

E 
recognised 'civilisation.

Nostalgia
So weary of wandering
From Hilton park to Cross charring,
I sat by the Thames on a little rock, 
My mind full fo nostalgia:
The birds on the cold London tress, 
And the hesitant Thamesal breeze 
Against my face all converged to 
mock
Me of the faraway "sweet" Nigeria.

Ibrahim Sheme
--------------------------------------------- ©

Lagos
L — Lagos is all life all day
A — Amorous life-style is food of 
your sight
G — Girls and gamblers compete 
for evils:
O — Of religious garbs and osten­
tations
S — Secret deals serving as way of 
survival

Funtua
Funtua..
with your rock thrusting out 
like an immense milkless breast 
being sucked
by the loitering clouds:
from above it
I see, within the sprawling circum­
ference,

.streaming zinc tops, browned by 
age,
sneaking broad lanes upon
which my kinsfolk, with pained 
countenances
(like all the others), trudge emptily 
home
from the dispersing markets. 
Kilometres away, beyond 
the roaring pulse of the decaying 
concoction
and pushing the enclosing forests, 
crouches quiant Kwai
my village smoking the fag-ends of 
humanity,
and groping for the devil's invad­
ing

Giginya village 
You will testify 
they fought. 
Though I was not there 
but the ears 
being older than old age 
long have heard 
you were once 
a bloody scene 
when your people 
reading 
tried to defend 
against the corruption 
of our right. 
You will testify 
they fought. 
But whether still 
you remember 
what weapons used, 
never will you forget 
that flow of human blood 
that spread 
the liquid carpet 
of that red defeat. 
You are a testimony 
to the fact they fought 
to be themselves.

Maikudi Z.S.Z Sambo

On the earth
Hail, the earth our great planet 
sole jewel of the cosmos 
Daily lightened by great sun 
Illuminated by moonlight in the 
nights 
so swarming with humanity 
circled from antarctic to artic 
Tropic of capricon to cancer 
Equally divided by equator 
So vast in land and oceans 
Atlantic, Indian and meditarenean 
with pacific to crown the jewel 
And sea-life with creatures 
Such climates of great variety 
with the polar and tundra of vast ice 
And the deserts of great sand 
Such huge mountains as the Everest 
Himalayas and Fujiyama 
Kilimanjaro and Rockies in America 
Vast forest with wild life 
Animals of great varieties 
Both domestic and wild one 
All grating on the forest and 
table 
on the back of this great earth 
Now threaten by science 
with destructive annihilation 
Oh, humanity why the madness.

Umaru Garba 
-----------------------------------------------©

56_____________________________ __ _____________________

POETS’NEST

Earth’s Treasures
Y I I ’She earth is what it is because

| the universe exists. In its 
-LL wide expanse it swarms with 

nature's trademark, the oceans, the 
mountains and climatic changes. 
Cities as diverse as races and weather 
give the world community its com­
plexity. From Lagos to Abuja and 
the mystique of urban life. From 
Giginya to Funtua the serenity of 
the village and smaller towns. The 
earth has all to offer to those who 
study its features.
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An afternoon with the folks

ing. A mem-
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ARTS —
Theatre

scenario may, of course, horrify the 
English theatre person. But then, 
isn't this a folks affair?

, Kemi Akanni, the organiser and 
holder of a diploma in special effects 
from Penzans Theatre, England,

Akanni: on stage 
gether." Dedicated to such a form 
that taps from the communal love, 
she found in the Nigerian folklore 
society, a willing partner. "They 
were die only organisation that be­
lieved in my project. "She says, there 
were other individuals, too; Sunny 
Ade, Ade Love, Lola Fani Kayode, 
Dolamu Ganiu Akanni, Madam 
Kofo...

So, what next, "I want to wax my 
folksongs into an album," she says. 
And given the kind of response the 
songs got at the occasion that should 
not be much of a dream.

By Oji Onoko

Citizen, December 16, 1991

Gbami. The 
audience 
kept clap­
ping and 
they went 
from one an­
tic to the 
other.

It then 
came the bit 
in which 
prayer to the 
gods was to 
be offered in 
the play with 
each actor 
presenting

An audience breaks theatre tradition by spraying actors on stage
W l~\ J Soever heard of a night in 
\\// \\// broad day light except for 
w w an eclipse? Well, if you 

haven't, you are welcome to the Na­
tional Arts Theatre, Iganmu, Lagos. 
Date, Friday, 25 October, 1991. This is 
Kats Productions who in "due con­
sultation with the Nigerian Folklore 
Society," is inviting you to a night of 
folktale songs, dance, drama and 
comedy," (quite a load, don't you 
think?) at 3 pm!

A painted backdrop of trees, 
forms the background while three 
huts with live palm leaves atop, stand 
in a triangular fashion, the stage light 
is illuminated, five children emerge Wug
from the hut, stage left, singing and his widow's 
dancing to an Hausa folksong. They mite and ask­
form a circle and a game begins, ing for bless- 
Simultaneously, from the huts, ing. A mem­
centre stage and stage right, other beroftheau- 
children troop out, dancing to Ibo dience went 
and Yoruba songs, respectively. For a up to the 
while, itself. Then hell is let loose, stage, 
They attack one another-in a choreo- dropped a 
graphed dance sequence. The ap- pray for eve- 
pearance of their father (Nigeria?) at rybody in the 
that point stops them as they freeze... ’ ”*

The drum beat changes sud­
denly, rising into a frenzy. The lights 
p:-i----- a - j •’ • -

ferociousness. Draped in red, a short 
spear thrust forward in his right 
hand. Fire emitting from his mouth. 
Sango. The Yoruba god of thunder;

hall! 
For the

irenzy. ineugnts predominantly Yoruba audience, 
flicker. And there he was. In ah his such action is normai. For he sees 

no difference between the stage and 
the auditorium. He has a right to the 

*• stage as much as the actor. Such a
He dances weirdly to the staccato 
drum beat, swirls and disappears, 
smoke trailing him...

Then she enters. Kemi Akanni.
Cool and collected. Two chorus girls ...eauc, cngiana,
with her. And a full fifteen minutes whose interest in folklore started 
kept the audience spellbound with from childhood offers more insight 
her soul searing folksongs. Kolebaje, "Folklore is a share community 
Tu werere, da werere and Ajaguno, knowledge. It helps bind people to-
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In 1990,
i 380 of the deaths on the highways resulted from 

OVERSPEEDING, 
OVERTAKING AND 
OVERLOADING !

't

What a shame ?

What future for our children ?

What future for our country ?

OBEV SPEED LIMIT REGULATIONS NOW Before it is TOO LATE!

. PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT DEPARTMENT,
1 FEDERAL ROAD SAFETY COMMISSION
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MEDIA WATCH °
The Guardian in the dock
11 months after the announcement of his death, Krees 
Imodibie's family accuses the Guardian of neglect

o one would have thought 
I the occasion was oppor- 

tuned for a frontal attack on 
the "flagship of the Nigerian press." 
But for Pius Imodibie, the elder 
brother of Krees Imodibie/ the 
Guardian's political editor slained 
by Charles Taylor's soldiers during 
the Liberian civil war, the award 
night of the Lagos chapter of the 
Nigerian Union of Journalists, De­
cember 7, was just the right place to 
spill the beans.

In his vote of thanks to his late 
brother's colleagues, for honouring 
him (Krees) with a post-humous 
award, Pius accused the Guardian of 
not fulfilling its obligations to their 
family. "I appeal to the publisher of 
the Guardian Alex Ibru to expedite 
action on all pending issues as re­
gards Krees’ entitlements and fulfil 
his promise to his aged mother."

What appeared to be a distress 
call by Pius took everybody un­
awares. Until then, it was believed 
that the Guardian has done for Krees' 
family what the Champion newspa­
per's management did for Tayo 
Awotunsin who shared Krees' fate 
in Liberia. Specifically, he referred 
to the Guardian's failure to pay any 
compensation to the family or re­
deem its pledge "to pay Krees' aged 
mother, Madam Awawu Imodibie, 
20,000 Naira per annum throughout 
her life time, effective 1st April 
1991." The family is also aggrieved 
that eleven months after the transi­
tion of their son, the Guardian is yet 
to revert to it, Krees' claim on the 
company's group personal accident 
insurance. Neither has the com­
pany's management thought it fit to 
visit the family since the demise of 
the slained journalist. "The lack of 
personal concern on the part of Felix 
Ibru and the management can be 
very painful and humiliating," said

Imodibie: forgotten by the Guardian? 

dence in Agenebode, Edo State.
Although Pius told Citizen last 

week that his mother never received 
her copy from the Guardian, he how­
ever replied the Guardian on July 23, 
attachinghismother'sjuly 19 letter to 
the company's managing director 
asking for an annual payment and 
authorising him to collect the money. 
On this, there was no word from the 
Guardian. But in the first week of 
August, he received another letter 
dated August 2 from Orishani. In it 
was enclosed another cheque in the 
sum of 61,695.50 naira representing 
the total amount of donations by indi­
viduals and corporate bodies to the 
Imodibie family. No mention was 
made of the Guardian's pledge and 
Krees' insurance claim.

He therefore wrote a strongly 
worded letter on August 13, indicting 
the Guardian at shirking its responsi­
bility to the family. "We werenotafter 
the money. But we are opposed to the 
idea of the company behaving as if a 
man who has worked so diligently for 
its progress and died in its service is 
not entitled to his dignity even in 
death".

The Guardian's reply of August 
27, incidentally the anniversary of the 
death of Krees according to Lindsay 
Barrets account, signed by Bolaji 
D'Almeida, its business manager,

Citizen, December 16, 1991

■.....

Pius Imodibie.
That was not the first time he 

would be protesting the Guard­
ian's seeming insensitivity to the 
plight of the family. Sometime in 
June, he wrote the President of 
NUJ, Malam Sanni Zorro com­
plaining that two months after he 
reached an agreement with the 
Guardian on the settlement of 
Krees' entitlements, the company 
had done nothing positive. He 
then appealed to Zorro to inter­
vene. It was not clear last week 
what Zorro did, as he was not 
available for comment. What is 
however clear is that as far back as 
June, relations between the family 
and the Guardian turned sour over 
what the latter called "inept" han­
dling of Krees' entitlements. On 
the 17th of that month, Pius dis­
patched a courier message to the 
managing director of the Guardian 
expressing his disappointment 
that two months after the agree­
ment the company had done noth­
ing. Two days later, the company7s 
administrative manager, A.I 
Orishani, without reference to 
Pius’ letter, wrote him, enclosing a 
cheque in the sum of 4,653.68 
Naira representing Krees' "termi­
nal entitlements". 4,562.68 Naira 
of this amount represented Krees' 
leave earned but was not taken 
between 1987and 1991 while 91.00 
naira was for "reimbursement of 
transportation claims". Orishani 
also informed Pius of the com­
pany's board decision to pay 
Krees' mother 20,000.00 naira per 
annum for the rest of her life ask­
ing her to specify "mode of pay­
ment, (whether in) cheque, Bank 
DrafLetc and term (whether) 
monthly, quarterly or annually". 
A copy of this letter was copied to 
Krees1 mother at her Iviukhua resi-
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Al-Bashir. Editor-in-Chief, 
Democrat newspapers

of moral questions.
Certainly, part of the moral 

questions would be why the Guard­
ian has decided to rely on legal tech­
nicalities even when Krccs' death is 
of public knowledge and while the 
legal issues are being resol ved, wha t 
happens to his aged mother and 
dependants? Citizen’s enquiries at 
the Guardian last week were re­
buffed as Mr. Lade Bonuola's aides 
prevented our reporter from seeing 
him. The Business manager, to 
whom Citizen was referred to by Bo- 
nuola's aides, upon hearing that the 
enquiries is in respect of Krees mat­
ter, told the receptionist to tell the re­
porter that he was not on seat.

Democrat newspapers

in s®arch_of_exceilence
Democrat Newspapers' NUJ chapel institute an award 

to reward excellence in journalism

he Nigerian media is grow­
ing daily, with the print sec-

U tor taking a leading role. Few 
weeks after the announcement by 
the Lagos based journal, Media 
Review of the institution of several 
categories of awards to journalists 
who excel in their duties, Kaduna­
based Democrat has came up with its 
own in-house award. The "Al- 
Bashir Award" is for reporters who 
excel while working for New Afri­
can Holdings Limited, publishers of 
The Democrat.

The Nigeria Union of Journalists, 
Democrat chapel, which is institut­
ing the award is allowing it to grow 
in the house before making it an all­
comers affair. Thus, after three 
years, from next year, the award will 
become national to be competed for 
by journalists all over the federa­
tion. These portend nothing but 
Journalists' commitment to sizing 
up the growth of the profession. For, 
the belief is that quantity has to be 
matched with quality. In essence

the Guardian would be right in say­
ing that it had paid Krees' legal enti­
tlements because in a matter like 
this, parties would be bound by the 
terms and conditions of service in 
the contract of employment". More 
importantly, said Oyewole the law 
weighs heavily on the side of the 
Guardian. It would appear, said 
Oyewole, that the company is insist­
ing that there is a chance that Krees' 
is still alive and in that case, the law 
says you wait for seven years before 
you can presume that he (Krees) is 
dead". Even the insurance company 
said Oyewole may insist first on a 
death certificate or in the alternative 
the provision of the law on the pre­
sumption of death. He however 
admitted that the matter transcends 
legal arguments and involved a lot

there is a reward for excellence. So, 
as awards spring here and there, the 
Democrat NUJ would always be 
counted as a contributor to journal­
ism growth in Nigeria.

Malam Abikan Shuaib Abdul-

subtly disowned Pius. Said D' 
Almeida "Your letter of July 23,1991, 
says that your mother has authorised 
you to collect her benefits. You may 
wish to appreciate the fact that in this 
circumstance, we have to be satisfied 
that the beneficiary (i.e. Krees' 
mother has herself truly authorised 
you to collect the money on her be­
half... (and) as an organisation, how­
ever, the right thing is for us to ask 
our lawyers to handle this aspect..." 
Stating the company's position fur­
ther he said the offer of 20,000.00 per 
annum to Krees' mother is a humani­
tarian gesture adding that "we have 
paid his legal entitlements to you 
(Pius)".

According to Bunmi Oyewole, a 
lawyer and labour consultant, to 
whom Citizen referred the matter,

- --ViC

By Bolaji Adebiyi 

kadir, the chapel's chairman, be­
lieves that they did not face any dif­
ficulty picking a name for the 
award. This is because Abdulkarim 
Al-bashir has paid his dues in jour­
nalism, thus young reporters must 
have him as a role model as they 
climb the journalism ladder. Al- 
bashir is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Democrat. He was with Radio Nige­
ria Kaduna for many years, until he 
went to the Congola Press Limited 
where he was the managing direc­
tor. He was also a contributing edi­
tor to Hotline magazine.

At the Democrat end of year party 
penultimate Saturday, the award 
got a boost courtesy of the special 
guest, Hajiya Lata Bayi. She said 
that the "pungent" articles of Al- 
bashir were responsible for her ad­
diction to the Democrat. For that, the 
winner of the award would also 
have a golden "Al-bashir Cup" to 
take home. As for Abdulkarim Al- 
bashir, all the reporters at Democrat 
are winners, for they have been 
"hardworking, dedicated and pa­
tient". AH these have their reward: 
He pledged that the management of 
the company would do its best to 
continue improving the conditions 
of the staff-
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BOOK REVIEW —
BLP

Coming of age
Title: Women on the move: The Better Life 

Programme — A bibliography Vol. 1 
Mrs. Helena R. Hassan
The Better Life Committee, Women 
Commission, Kaduna State
Joseph Maigari
Not Stated 
166

of all the efforts towards their devel­
opment is the the establishment and 
development of the Better Life for 
Rural Women programme. This has 
been due to the initiative of the first 
lady, Mrs. Maryam Babangida. So 
laudable and so successful is this 
programme that, it is regarded as

ment in different aspects of 
life. Indeed it is a pro­
gramme that is already 
earning emulation in most

Nigeria. The establishment of 
women commissions throughout 
the country is regarded as a child 
born out of the success of the pro­
gramme. So important is the pro­
gramme of better life that alot have 
now been said and recorded in dif­
ferent forms like books, newspa­
pers, magazines, audio-visuals etc. 
Researchers for different purposes 
some to assess the progress of the 
programme critically, some to fol­
low the development of the pro­
gramme, some to look for the 
achievements of theprogrammeetc. 
very often storm<®e women com­
missions offices, libraries and other 
appropriate places.

As we are aware, it is already a 
programme which is internation­
ally upheld and given recognition as 
part of world struggle and concern 
for women liberation and develop-

Punch, Daily Times, Vanguard and 
Concord.

This list of information re­
sources f   
done first year by year beginning

Reviewer: 
Price: 
Pages: 
Date of 
Publications: December 1991

—.ne of the greatest thing of 
f benevolence which has 

J happened to women in 
this country and indeed the whole ——cmiuaUUil Ml MIUOl 

of African continent, in the history African and other develop- 
ofall ing nations of the world.

This bibliographic publica­ 
tion is a list of 12 most im­
portant newspapers in~Ni= 
geria which cover informa­
tion about the Better Life 
Programme (BLP) from incej 

o------ — September, 1987 when i
the greatest gesture of government launched in Abuja up to June
concern for women development in It is the volume 1 of this ex  —------------------- ~

----------------- - which is expected to continue. The ography does not containjndtra-

the programme such as books.

there is an index alphabetically ar­
ranged by major subject areas with 
cross references.

The women on the move a bib- .
liography is the first publication of development. It is an important ref­
its kind. It is an information tool for erence tool for libraries and other

-------------- by
Helena R. Hassan (Mrs)

anybody who wishes to read abou 
the Better Life Programme or an) 
aspect of it. It lists the specific 
sources from which information oi 
various aspects of the programme 
can be obtained. Although the bibli- 

selection of the newspapers is done tionsof sources of otherinfonnation 
in such a way that it ensures that as on the programme such as books,
far as possible nothing is reported journals, audio-visuals and the 
about BLP in any part of the country other Nigerian dailies not men-
that is not recorded in the bibliogra- tioned here and elsewhere, yet not
phy. The newspaper s are Triumph, much about the activities of the BLP
Statesman, Sketch, Herald, Standard, is missed from the sources of infor- 
Reporter, New Nigerian, Guardian, mation listed here.

The bibliography is a source of 
information for those who want to 

  know the history and the develop- 
from these newspapers is ment of the programme. It is a 
jsource of information for the assess- 

from 1987-1991 and alphabetically ment of the journey so far at the end
title of articles and author in each of one regime handing over to an- 
year. At the end of the bibliography other regime. It is a useful informa-

’ ’ ‘ ” tion source for other countries who 
emulate or wish to emulate the pro­
gramme. It is a tool for women in 
their struggle for liberation and
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Kure: nothing practical done

present

but nothing 
’ -3 been 
"far," the

Abiola: PMC could not deliver

minister. According to its chairm— 
Chief M.K.O. Abiola, thecommifc 
has decided to channel its efforts 
the construction of an Olympic s 
stadium in Abuja. The 120 mil]— 
Naira allocated to the commit 
according to Chief Abiola woulc= 
used for the Abuja Stadium. To m 
end, according to Chief Abiola, 
committee members were to le

to him, work would not uv,...............until next year because, the 174 mil­
lion Naira meant for the job had 
been channelled to other use.

The Presidential Monitoring 
*?^°r^nactive,when;kO Committees (PMC) reacted swiftly

to deny the allegation of inaction 
-^1eral Kure did levelled against it by the sports

95 Junior World Cup
Where does the buck stop?

Nigeria's bid to host FIFA Under 20 World Cup championship will be for 
the third time a mere dream because of inadequate facilities

not stop there, the ' 
PMC, he disclosed I 
hasnotbeenableto I 
do anything with | 
the 120 million 
Naira given to it by 
the federal govern­
ment during its 
inauguration in 
1989. "On paper, 
they (PMC) have 
been able to tell us 
what they want to 
do t-.
practical has 
done so f“,r 
minister said.

But what fur- ' 
ther revealed that 
Nigeria may lose 
outinitsbid to host 
the 1995 under-20 
world cup was the 
statement made by 
the sports minister 
that Nigeria would 
present contract 
documents signed 

gered off between the minishy and for the c°n’Pletio" 
tho two cnmmittppc hv FIFA's ro- of the stac*ia ea 

marked for the 
competition to 
FIFA delegation. 
Kurealso disclosed 
that contract for the

-rp t is now becoming quite clear 
H that Nigeria may not host the 

JLL 1995 FIFA World Youth Soccer 
Championship. The country's fail­
ure will most likely be due to the ina­
bility of our sports authorities and 
the two independent committees, 
the Presidential Monitoring Com­
mittee PMC, and the Local Organis­
ing Committee LOC, set up by the 
federal government in 1989, to meet 
the basic conditions made manda­
tory by FIFA for any country that is 
to host its competitions.

The recent announcement by 
the world football governing body 
that it would send an inspection 
team to Nigeria early next year be­
fore confirming the provisional 
right given to the country to host 
1995 under-20 championship, has 
revealed that the sports ministry 
and the two committees charged 
with the responsibility of providing 
the necessary facilities have done 
nothing beyond the verbal promise 
they made in 1989. The whirlwind of 
controversy and buck-passing trig-

the two committees by FIFA's re­
cent announcement has given 
enough credence to that.

The sports minister fired the 
first salvo when he said that the
PMC headed by Chief M.K.O Abi- um—f score 
ola and the LOC, chaired by Chief rTfL^mmunication gadgets 
S.B. Williams, were not doing any- board a _warded. But' according 
thing to put in place befitting facili- had been w0U]d not commence
ties that would meet FIFA's stan- to him, r because/1*-1 rn’“
dard when its inspection team ar- until nex 
rives the country early next year to Nair 
inspect our preparation for the 1995 
championship. According to the 
minister, the two bodies were sleep-

Presidential

ition
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COns^cH^ lh«re

the same

Sardaunan Sokoto: Ah ma du Bello

to 
; Agards 
meet its

ment at the Sardauna Court on 
Rabah Road. And as usual the tradi­
tional followers from all over the 
northern part of the country all 
showed up: Sokoto, Bimin Kebbi, 
Gusau, Katsina, Gwandu, Kanoand 
Suleja all sent in teams. And after 
four days (onefinalhad to be shifted 
to Sunday morning), despite the 
complaints from teams over what 
they termed "poor-arrangements", 
the sportsmanship spirit took over 
for the game to get its annual due.

At the end of the competition, 
Sardauna club of Kaduna captured 
two of the three titles at stake. They 
lost to Gwandu in the intermediate 
category, after taking away the 
senior and junior categories over 
Katsina and Gusau respectively.

Perhaps there were fewer en­
tries this year. This may not be un­
connected with the non provision 
of accommodation for participat­
ing teams by the host state. That 
was the arrangement when Sokoto 
hosted the championships last 
year. But, of course, any fear as to 
the future of the championship 
has no credence, for there will 
always be that magnetic pull to 
pay homage to Sardauna's game.

By our reporters

Citizen, December 16, 1991

_ _______________SPORTS 
ised that they had to do something? 
And if the PMC members are really 
alive to their responsibility, was it 
last week they should be going to 
Egypt to inspect a stadium when 
most of them were in Cairo for the 
All-Africa Games? We would have 
no reason to accuse FIFA of unfair 
treatmentifattheend of its visitnext 
year, it decides to award the compe­
tition to another country.

By Joe Olajuwon

tion remarked sarca^H 1991 edi' 
everything is shh ^““y that, "so 
tion." Today construc-

what it was when the F^a °m 
made his remark Hn FIFA man 
man regard Nieen” such a 
host the compeXn iafShrri°USto 
the country next year and C°mes to 
stadium in the same manned hJleft 
it three years ago?
, „Chlcf Abiola's attempt at de­
bunking Kure's allegation of inac 
hon also sounds hollow and tenu­
ous. The Presidential Monitoring 
Committee was set up in 1989 with 
the sole mandate of elevating the

Abuja. tln8 the s^h a ^w to 
ltisqui. type in

"^hylnd' th 6 above 
hollow5^../3 fhe Ph4p tho sports 

' Ltand ‘he teUsrC?ts ‘ha"wT^ team- Gen„ *, of FIFA • W not 
known bv nral Xure ?5ection 
fal1 ‘0 n,L"aw ‘hat Rp°Uld have 
verbal nm ° c°ntract drx A not 

baProper. Wh °re the com CSWiU minister^ ‘t’^ran^^ 

money is whnr. cs

Provision of Lhi as 
standard,with a bhcs to met 

WebeEan P‘nchofsalt

our pities were n^biab«aUse 
chance.0 I^mi^w ** our

tors came to Nigerj °/ ^^A insp—

_________-—~~~~~~~~~~~~~ arked for 
facilities in five stadia e^A,s stan- 
the championship to Afc>i0]a is 
dard. How come ^cfunCtion to 
now norrowing the Olympic
the constructing oi whcnAbuja 
sized stadium in Abu] ' ne of the 
was never earmarked as world 
venues to host the unde ction of 
cup? And if at all the con‘ Abuja
an Olympic sized stadi was jt
was part of PMC mandate, w 
last week the members had)^-------

Fives aThe return of 
Sardauno’s sport 
Kaduna played host fojhea^nual Fives festival

■■M ives does not compete with 
Lb any game for a larger o 
I lowership. But it can com­

pete — and win handsomely tor 
a high class followership. It is the 
royal game played by the leaders of 
the society. Most remarkably/ it 
was the game played and made 

iu.bcame toNigeri_ 1 ir A mspec- popular by Sir Ahmadu Bello, Sar- 
appalled by Our in,c]atyear' it was daunan Sokoto, the late premier of
required faciliaes • 1 ,lty to Put the the northern region. This royal 
ber of 1989 FIFA's ‘ aCe* mem- game, for four days from 4 to 7 
who visited Ahm^6^00 team December last week had the 1991 

edition of its annual tournament.
Kaduna hosted the touma-
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6—A lazy Cosy-gin (Alexi Cosygin)

8—Chew an' Lie (Chou en Lai)

aDa

Brave New World is not brave, it is 
no longer new, and ha! ha!! it is not 
a world—ithassplintered.Let'ssce 
those who laboured in vain:

the new faith, and it took root in 
Russia.

1— Ill-itch Lenin (Ilyich Lenin)
2— Jaw-safe Stem-lin (Josef Stalin)
3— Knee-cutter Crush-shove (Nikita 
Krushchev)
4— Leo-need Brazen-Knave (Leonid 
Breznev)
5— Constant-tight Cirnaka (Con-

‘ ~ one

chance of 
°verPowcring a

1 him to
-3 steps,

>gger. Boom. far-away-look in eyes, without the
I I T7r.*^«  11 di Crk Frsrt t *• »l» J —■

Yesterday he threatened to re­
sign but, as someone observed, he 
would soon have no job to resign 
from. That’s is it: the temporary 
nature of power.

Power may grow out of the bar­
rel of a gun; but if it does there is no

Communism — What is commu­
nism? It is the longest and most 
painful route from capitalism 
back to capitalism.

— Polish Joke.

Citizen, December 16,1991

guarantee that it may endure, or 
lead to good result. Just as we are 
witnessing today.

, __ It all began a little more than a 
,ard- hundred years ago. A German Jew

Marxism—What is Marxism? Itisa 
phenomenon only possible in 
heaven, where they don't need 
it; or in hell, where they have al­
ready got it; or in Russia where 
they will never try it again.

Revisiting dustbin
Mikhail Gorbachev^ Famous 

name, *   , -— 
or did he? And he was very con-

s

Glasnost — Glass nest. Whoever 
lives in a glass nest shouldn't 
throw stones. If he does, he will 
let loose the pressed troika of eth­
nic turbulence, religious discon­
tent and separatist tendencies.

Human Rights 
human about to en-
man beings are supposed- 
joy them. They on^ a

Foundation ■ It is g ssary to

one at the end. Retirement is no 
joke.

called Karl Marx, for some reason, 
hated rich men. He wrote a book 
about this hatred and was able» 
persuade a sufficient number of 
men. They banded together tota 
communist parties and preached 

_ hatred for rich men and aversion to 
and profit. They developed dogma fa

if 
to be- 

way^> 
ifthey i-4- 
then the 
must 
colonel P1 
ment. __

%,unm£e y°"J 
°0Torde^opleI —

tQd br^ak k- ' y°u can con- 
<*Op to°^app^eek. Remem-

^itAkarate
S ^a^lble s haven^ 
handy v ct' “le n JvP °f rev°kmg 
^^sh^^n^m come in 

neck dT car,c if f! °f thriUs. Who 
P-^vnS?Ordo^°'vn“ofthe 
of Wi^ urse|f Of tZ , Want to de- 
hvistedneSsing the s!neer pleasure 
skina^ ®a4d m *pectacle °f 
its taro dle cow hide r*Yred human 

ferget? '’-'lewhip Iands on

-ning. g- Except this one

ah’gle-h1aSnded1;!Ve the <*- 
1-uman beinc- y °verP°w~

‘hat moment of ' • - 
I the bullet hits^t^Pa andentIy 
begins the grea t art 771fargctar,u 
man tissue. Oh my God ThT”8 7“’

And off he goes.

«

of fow
ing people low. thing established it firmly. As firmly*^

..aman Rights — J^e r hu. spider's web. And so little wonder 
human about theCT ed toen- then what's been happening. The

* «’n’e-n^d that, 

'the elders 
have 

>unish"

». He came, didn't he? He saw, stantine Chemeko) 
V»1 U1U lies nilM x«w. — e C • * •——y 6*’*

______ a quered — in no time. Pathetic, pin- 7—Mao the Dung (Mao Zedong) 
satisfying pain able figure. " 'r ’ ‘

r‘n’"— r For God's sake, why did he start
the revolution if he didn't know 
what he wanted? If all he simply 
wanted to do was to become unem­
ployed why didn't he simply re­
sign? Why did he have to involve so 
many people, end so many lives, 
and leave as many with nothing but 
uncertainty? I don't know.

But there he is. Rotund of face, 
stocky of figure, birthmark in place,

Especially slightest idea what to do. 
. fag J—.

target and

God. Those wh( 
I't know what the:
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■ dor of the Mus- 
nts Society of 
.1 current Secrc- 
jerian Supreme 
Affairs (NSCIA), 
end Islam at all

It is heartening that 10 years 
hence, for Nasiru there was still no 
place like home.

By Mohammed Haruna, Tola 
Sunday and Oji Onoko

Hausa Service chief, and Steve 
Lucas, the new boss, who speaks 
perfect and account-free Hausa, 
having been born and bred in Niger 
Republic.

FTF^l on years ago he left our 
I shores to work and study in 
B the United States. At the 

time he was a broadcaster with the 
Broadcasting Corporation of Niger 
State (BCNS). Shortly after arriving 
in "God's own country." He joined 
the Hausa Service of the Voice of 
America. Very soon the millions of 
listeners of the station became famil­
iar with his voice and his easy going 
style.

Last September, Muhammed 
Nasiru Maiwada, took leave of the. 
VOA to return home after what he 
himself describes as a "wonderful 
experience. Even though he has put 
in his resignation letter, he wont 
return home finally until the end of 
this month when he plans to rejoin 
BCNS. "After ten years in this God's 
own country," he says, "it is not easy 
to slip away overnight." Not espe­
cially when you keep the good com­
pany of Connie Stephens, former

o Joseph Sanusi, manag­
ing director, United Bank 
for Africa, the saying that 

"once a teacher, always a teacher" 
does not hold water. He started out 
his career as a 
teacher, quite 
alright. In fact, 
wasa head­
master. First at 
St. Andrews 
Junior Pri­
mary School, 
Kabba, Kwara 
State (1955 — 
1959)and later 
at United 
School, Ega- 
Ede. But that 
was as far as 
leaching went. 
With the pro­
fessional ap­
pellation of 
FCCA, FCA 
and FC1B, ob­
tained after his 
tutelage at

South-West London College and 
Kingston College of Technology, fi­
nance and accounting took sway. 
And he has climbed through the 
whole rung as executive director, 

Securi ties 
and Ex- 
change 
C o m m i s - 
sion; deputy 
general 
Manager, 
First Bank; 
Executive di­
rector Cen­
tral Bank of 
Nigerian as 
well as dep­
uty gover­
nor, Domes­
tic, Monetary 
and Banking 
Policy, Cen­
tral Bank be­
fore his pres­
ent appoint­
ment.

A s a co 
/\ lim 1

X>.Nigc 
tary-General 
Council for Is. 
he is ready t 
times.

Vet, Dr. I 
the Sariki of E-J-uland, believes that 
the various religious groups in Ni­
geria can live together in harmony.

As a panacea to the religious 
problems in the country, he says "it 
is very important that we should 
show tolerance towards one another 
and make peaceful co-existence a 
cornerstone of our social policy"
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