THE INAUGURATION OF THE
HUMAN RIGHTS INVESTIGATION PANEL

el o SN

o i SRR, $Tes
-y i F - : L |
At EESAE B T s e

— - ¥ _'_' -
ieirik y il RSO S AT o

-’ = L]
- .

= 2 _;:_—-;- v-J
£

=







ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES
CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO, GCFR
AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE
HUMAN RIGHTS INVESTIGATION PANEL
ON MONDAY, 14™ JUNE, 1999
AT THE STATE HOUSE, ABUJA .

AT 11.00 A.M.

your Excellency, the Vice-President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria,

The Secretary to the Government of the Federation,

Chairman and Members of the Human Rights
[nvestigation Panel,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 welcome you all to this very important occasion which marks the formal
inauguration of the Human Rights Investigation Panel. The Investigation Panel
being inaugurated today is consistent with this Administration’s policy of openness
and transparency in the conduct of Government business as well as our
determination to heal the wounds of the past and quickly put the ugly past behind
us so as to continue to stretch our hands of fellowship and friendship to all Nigerians
for complete reconciliation based on truth and knowledge of the truth in our hand..

We want to reconcile all those who feel alienated by the past political events,
heal wounds inflicted on our people and restore harmony in our country. We want
the injured and the seeminigly injured to be reconciled with their oppressors or
seeming oppressors. That is the way to move forward. I have, therefore, invited
eminent Nigerians of high repute to investigate cases of human rights abuses
committed since last democratic dispensation and to make appropriate
recommendations. This all important assignment calls for dedication, fairness,
firmness, justice and equity. I know that with your proven integrity, coupled with
your track records, you will discharge your responsibility without fear or favour

And you will help us to scale over an unprecedented wicked and oppressive era in

our history and propose measures for such an era never to repeat itself.
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The members of the Investigation Panel are as follows

(/) Justice Oputa B a2 1040 Chairmay,
(11)  Abubakar Ali Kura Michika e e w Member
(7ii)  Rev. Matthew Kuka .. .. .. .. Member
() VIS R ZADEUERAIN s e vir b s cE Lt Member
(v)  Albhaji Adamu Lawal Bamalli .. .. Membey
(vi)  Dr Tunji Abayomi A B ETE - Membper
(vii() Mrs Modupe Areola .. .. . .. Member
(viii) Mr T. D. Oyelade =« .« . Secretary
Your terms of reference are clear, namely :
() To ascertain or establish, to whatever extent the evidence apg

circumstances may permit, the causes, nature and extent of humap
rights violations or abuses and in particular all known or suspected
cases of mysterious deaths and assassinations or attempted
assassinations committed in Nigeria, since last democratic dispensation,

(i) To identify the Person or persons, authorities, institutions or
organisations which may be held accountable for such mysterious
deaths, assassinations or attempted assassinations or other violations
or abuses of human rights and to determine the motives for the

violations or abuses, the victims and circumstances thereof and the
effect on such victims or the society generally.

(iif)  To determine whether such abuses or violations were the product of

the socio-political wel(lfeing of our people
igeri in our constitution










