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Attack on Agip 
was robbery - FG
• American security operatives arrive

Pages 24 & 25 ©

P residen t O lusegun 
Obasanjo has directed 
the Inspector General 

of Police, Sunday Ehindero, 
to track down the perpetrators 
o f Tuesday’s robbery at Agip 
Oil Company, Port Harcourt, 
where seven mobile police­
men were killed.

The Minister of Informa­
tion and National Orientation, 
Mr. Frank Nweke Jnr. an­
nounced this to newsmen at 
the weekly briefing on the 
outcome of the federal execu­
tive council (FEC) meeting 
held at the presidential villa 
yesterday.

According to the minister, 
P resident O basanjo  was 
deeply saddened by the inci­
dent and expressed his con­
dolence to the families o f 
those who lost their lives as 
the heightened insecurity in 
the Niger Delta came up for 
mention at the FEC meeting.

Mr. Nweke explained that 
the federal governm ent is 
committed to the security of 
all who carry out their legiti­
mate business in the country 
and assured that the govern­
ment will take steps to check 

| such incidents from recurring.
The information minister 

said Mr. President was deeply 
| saddened by the develop- 
| ments in Port Harcourt and ex­
pends his condolence to the 
| families of those who lost their 
lives while he "is in contact 

iwith the Rivers state gover­
nor and has also been briefed 

! by the Inspector General o f 
i Police.”

“The federal government 
| is committed to the security 
o f everyone in the country 
and to ensure that people do 
their business unmolested.

The government will take 
appropriate steps to arrest the 
incident while those people 
will be tracked down.”INSIDE
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From Ikenna Emeka OkpanL Bureau 
Chief, Port Harcourt & Joe Orove, 

in Abuja
Many people were killed 

during robbery incidents in 
Port Harcourt last Tuesday 
where two banks were at­
tacked and robbed.

M eanw hile, the police 
command in Rivers state has 
ruled out militia attack on 
Tuesday’s invasion o f the 
Nigerian Agip Oil Company in 
Port Harcourt, saying it was a 
case o f pure armed robbery.

The commissioner o f po­
lice, Mr. Samuel Adetuyi, said 
in Port Harcourt yesterday 
that the attack was an armed 
robbery incident and was so 
carried out. He regretted that 
the police could not arrest the 
suspected armed robbers as 
they had escaped before re- 
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L-R: Governor Ahmed Sani of Zamfara, Rt. Rev. (Dr.) Ali Buba i amido, the Anglican Bishop of Wusasa Diocese and representative of 
Governor of Plateau State, Chief James Barry, at a seminar titled: “Citizens Religious Freedom in Democratic Governance” organised 
by Christian Youth Association of Nigeria in Kaduna... recently. Pic: Shehu K Goro.
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Don’t cave in
Ahead o f their meeting

in Kaduna tomorrow, Tk T" . ~t . T T—  - N o r t h e r n  R e p s  t e l l  g o v s

head o f their meeting 
Kaduna tomorrow, 

Jorthern governors 
have been urged not to suc­
cumb to blackmail or intimi­
dation in an attempt to get 
their endorsement of the third 
term plot.

The call was made by the 
Northern Members Forum 
who reiterated their earlier 
stance on the issue during the 
Forum ’s inauguration last 
year.

In a press statement made 
available to Daily Trust, the 
Forum enjoined the gover­
nors to remain steadfast in the 
facfc o f mounting pressure. 
“ .. .We urge them to persevere 
particularly in the face o f  
threats o f intimidation and 
blackmail from some quarters.

“That while we appreciate 
the position o f our governors 
as responsive and respon­
sible leaders who are not only 
conscious o f  their individual 
integrity but also the legacy 
that they will bequeath to 
their children and generations 
yet unborn; we encourage 
them to remain steadfast and 
com m itted to the path o f  
honour they charted for us in 
the Kaduna declaration. Be 
rest assured vour excellencies,

By Emmanuel Bello & 
Mustafa Abubakar

that we are together in this 
struggle. We remain commit­
ted till the end.”

On the ongoing attempts 
to amend the 1999 constitu­
tion, the Forum reiterated its 
position that the exercise must 
be discontinued. It also com­
mended the Northern sena­
tors and pledged their sup­
port. “That we commend the 
Northern senators for follow­
ing suit at their retreat in 
Kaduna.

“We remain committed to 
working in harmony'with our 
colleagues in the National 
Assembly from other parts of

the country, many o f whom 
are against the third term 
agenda.”

According to the state­
m ent, the constitu tional 
amendment, though a legal

activity o f  the legislature, 
should be suspended for the 
greater good of the country.

Meanwhile, the erstwhile 
Minister, Federal Capital Ter­
ritory, who is also the Special

Adviser to the president on 
relations with civil society. 
Engr. M uham m ad Abba- 
Gana, says that opposition to ; 
the constitutional amend- 

Cont. on Pg. 2

... No funds for public 
hearings - Mantu
DrOdUCe 3. IieW r'liauTnonPI Ians to produce a new 

time table for public 
hearings by the N a­

tional Assembly Joint Consti - 
tution Review Committee ran 
into a hitch yesterday when 
m ajority  o f  the m em bers

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

stayed aw ay from  the 
committee’s meeting.

Besides the poor atten-

Investors sack NICON Insurance mgt
Flollowing the acquisition 

o f 70 percent govern­
ment’s equity in NICON 

Insurance Pic, the new core 
investor, Assurance Acquisi­
tion  L im ited (A A L), has 
sac ked the management of the 
insurance firm and reconsti-

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter

tuted a new one.
The new m anagem ent 

team is to be headed by Bar­
rister Jimoh Ibrahim as Chief 
Executive Officer and Dr. A. A

Id-own, as board chairman.
Speaking at a press brief­

ing in A buja yesterday, 
Ibrahim announced that “just 
this morning, the new board 
of directors o f NICON Insur­
ance Pic at her first sitting, ha* 

Cont. on Pg. 2

dance, chairman o f the p an e l,: 
Senator Ibrahim Mantu. told 
the stunned lawmakers that 
there were no funds to con- 
tinue with the exercise as only 
N 100 m illion  was in th e l  
com m ittee’s account when 
the proposed public hearings 
alone is expccted to gulp N456 
million.

The constitution review j 
committee held its first meet­
ing in the year yesterday to 
discuss a timetable for the 
exercise, following last week’s 
directive by the Senate for a 
comprehensive schedule of 

Cont on Pg. 2
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Third term ConL from  pg.
ment by some people in the 
country is mischievous and 
has misrepresented the entire 
process to N igerians. He 
stated this in his Bullet office, 
secretariat block “B”, during 
a courtesy call on him by 
members o f the Nationwide 
Coalition on Constitutional 
Amendments (NCCA).

Engr. Abba-Gana said it is 
very important to make Nige­
rians recognize the difference 
between the electoral process 
and the on-going constitu­
tional amendment which is a 
normal and purely legislative 
process, an exclusive func­
tion o f the National Assem­
bly but unfortunately, some 
are using it to create ill feel­
ings and disaffection within 
the country and therefore ap­
pealed to the civil liberty or­
ganizations within the coun­
try to leave those “sensitive 
political matters" to the poli­
ticians who are members o f 
the political parties.

He added that the civil lib­
erty organisations should not 
venture into political matters 
which will make them lose 
their identities and become 
another political party and 
urged others to participate as 
it is not only NCCA’s efforts 
alone is needed. “It is a once 
in a lifetime opportunity for 
all Nigerians to responsibly 
and democratically partici­
pate in this exercise which 
may not properly come again 
until another, fifty years. So, 
the coalitions involvement 
and partnership with the Na­
tional Assembly in  the on 
going constitution am end­
ment is in order while the ciyil 
liberty organizations in capac­
ity building o f  other organs 
o f  die government is inor- 
der” . •

Engr. Abba said the ci vil 
liberty organizations can 
make an in tact on the demo­
cratic onder, rule o f  law, hu­
man rights, press freedom, 
anti corruption crusade and 
generally contribute to the 
development and progress o f  
the society without being in­
volved in partisan politics.

He appealed to the civil 
liberty society coalitions that 
as we the country enters the 
second civilian transition, Ni­
gerians should act patrioti­
cally so that we can consoli­
date the democratic power.

He advised the civil liberty 
organisations should exercise 
discretion in all they do and 
what they say. He called on 
members o f  the civil society 
organizations throughout the 
country should join the Na­
tionwide Coalition on Consti­
tu tiona l A m endm ents 
(NCCA), as the coalition is the 
vanguard in this all important 
task on constitutional amend­
ment.

Presenting his address the 
national coordinator, Nation­
wide Coalition on Constitu­
tional Amendments (NCCA), 
Barrister Mike Nkwocha, said 
that the essence o f NCCA’s 
visit was to intimate the exist­
ence o f  the organization, its 
mission, vision and planned 
activities to the Presidential 
Adviser and to provide a veri­
table platform through which 
N igerians can engage the 
constitu tional am endm ent 
process being undertaken by 
the National Assembly.

Minister o f  State fo r  Internal Affairs, Dr. Joseph Odidiltotoh (left) and his counterpart in the Ministry o f  Transpon ilhaji 
Mohammed Habibu Aliyu, during a function at the State House, Abuja... recently. Pic: Joe Oroye

inforcement from the state 
command could get to the 
scene.

He said a full-fledged in­
vestigation has commenced 
and called on the general pub­
lic to come forward with in­
formation that can lead to the 
arrest o f  the culprits.

The com m issioner as­
sured the general public that 
die police would keep secret 
die identity e f  informants 
saying that the attack should 
be viewed as a rape on the 
society and not the problem 
o f  the police and those af­
fected.

He confirmed the death of 
seven people whom he said

Funds ConL from  pg.

the review process.
Daily Trust gathered that 

out o f  the 80 members, only 
about 30 attended yesterday’s 
meeting.

Addressing the lawmak­
ers, Mantu, who a source said 
insisted that there was no 

; third term agenda before the 
panel, regretted the poor at­
tendance, which he said was 
threatening the exercise.

A reliab le  source said 
Mantu informed the commit­
tee that out o f the N200 mil­
lion budgeted for it in 2005 
only N100 million was re­
leased so far.

He wondered how the ex- 
| ercise would continue with­
out additional funds.

D aily Trust learnt that 
am ong the options M antu 
canvassed at the meeting was 

| to ask the presidency to re­
lease the remaining funds that 
the National Political Reform 
Conference did not exhaust.

But because o f  the poor 
attendance, deliberation on 
this was postponed till i,ext 
week.

,Jf Ai TBaied On an eaHidr sched­
ule, the public hearing is to 
hold in six centres from Janu­

ary 8 to 20.
The venues were Bauchi, 

Lafia, Port Harcourt, Enugu, 
Ibadan and Kaduna.

D aily Trust learnt that 
poor attendance had been a 
recu rrin g  featu re  in the 
committee’s meetings.

The last meeting held No­
vember 16, last year had 33 
members in attendance while 
the one before it also had less 
that half o f the membership.

Last w eek, the Senate 
emerged from an executive 
session demanding for a com­
prehensive time table from the 
Mantu committee following 
misgivings by senators re­
garding the third term agenda 
a lleg ed ly  being  pushed  
through the constitution re­
view panel.

Minutes of the November 
16 meeting obtained exclu­
sively by Daily Trust in Abuja 
yesterday recorded Mantu as 
saying that the com m ittee 
“would require massive pub­
licity in order to sufficiently 
sensitize all stakeholders in 

.alj.partspfthe country t» en­
able them prepare' theic state­
ments and representations.”

A g i p  ConL from  pg. I

were mobile policemen and 
another one whom he referred 
to as ‘spy’ special constabu­
lary police officer.

Daily Trust investigations 
revealed that no arrests have 
so far been made even as the 
army have been deployed to 
some major junctions in die 
city and the Agip junction, a 
popular junction leading to 
the Agip office that was at­
tacked. E fforts to  get the  
names o f  the affected police 
officers failed as the com ­
mand said it needed to inform 
their respective families be­
fore releasing their names.

The robbers, the police 
said, also killed civilian, a 
worker o f  the company who 
was hijacked and forced to 
disclose the four cash centres 
in the company premises. The 
robbers were said to have 
made away through the wa­
ter front bordering the pre­
mises with about four million 
naira before a combined po­
lice and Navy team could get 
to them.

Meanwhile, the Nigerian 
Agip Oil Company has de­
scribed the attack as unex­
pected against insinuations 
that a group had warned the 
workers not to come to work 
that day as the company was 
going to be attacked. There 
are insinuations that the com­
pany had taken threats o f at­
tacks for granted.

But the company’s Gen­
eral Manager, Public Affairs, 
Mr. Akin Aruwajoye, said no 
such warnings were received 
as the attack came suddenly. 
The attack occurred in broad 
daylight and sent residents of 
the area scampering.

Our reporter gathered that 
security at the offices o f  other 
oil com pan ies and banks 
have been beefed up to fore­
stall further attacks and job­
bery.

There were also indica­
tions that the American gov­
ernment has deployed some 
o f its security operatives from 
the FBI and CIA to the Niger 
Delta. Our investigations re­
vealed that the securitymen 
were to resume with some oil 
companies in die region and 
from that point, carry out their 
job o f  getting to the militia 
men who are suspected to be 
linked with some terrorist 
organisations. A source that 
would not want his name in 
print, said the Americans are 
w orried by the techniques 
employed by the kidnappers 
and the militia men who are 
said to be sending mails to 
people warning them o f their 
activities and threatening to 
carry out more attacks.

In some of their messages, 
the militia asked for greater 
regional autonomy and re­
source control, saying that 
they wanted to be part o f  Ni­
geria under a new arrange­
ment. There are fears that the 
attacks on the oil industry will 
continue and might even get 
worse if  the federal govern­
ment employs force to secure 
the release o f hostages.

Meanwhile, the Bayelsa 
state governor who heads the 
federal governments special 
committee on the Niger Delta 
problems, is said to be wor­
ried by the increasing recalci­
trance o f the militia groups 
whom he said have stuck to 
their guns despite efforts to 
get them to release the hos­
tages in the past two weeks. 
He has however, assured the 
people that the state is doing 
everything possible to secure 
the release o f  the hostages 
and also end the series o f at-’ 
tacks on the oil industry in the 
region. The militia, we gath­
ered, have warned that any 
attempt to use foPce to  secure 

K tHe releaSe o f  the  hostages 
would be disastrous.

Investors ConL from  pg. 1

relieved the entire manage­
ment o f  their appointments 
and directed that the handing 
over process be completed 
within 24 hours”

He said: “The board had 
no option than to inject new 
blood into die management o f  
NICON, particularly at a time 
when insurance is expected to 
be fully capitalized as a mat­
ter o f  feet”

The change in leadership, 
he said, was die first step to­
wards to resuscitate Hie 
fourty year old company, 
pointing out that the books 
o f  the company would be au­
dited to ensure that the former 
management did not misman­
age funds.

A ssurance A cquisition  
Limited (AAL), a firm floated 
by Jimoh Ibrahim and other 
corporate investors, emerged 
as core investor in the insur­
ance com pany by paying 
$46million (about N6billion) at 
the opening o f  financial bids 
in Abuja in O ctober 2005, 
beating other bidders namely 
Zenith insurance and IG I.

B arris te r Ib rah im  an ­
nounced that the company 
would be recapitalised to the 
tune o f N20billion in the next 
six months as the first phase

Irene Chighue, BPE DG.

o f  the co m p an y 's  
recapitalisation programme

He said that the company 
would do an initial public of­
fer (IPO), in the second phase 
o f  its recap ita lisa tio n  
program m e w hich w ould 
commence towards the end of 
the year.

He noted that, “a capital 
base o f  N50 billion would be 
expected at die end o f  our 
recapitalisation The reason 
we are m oving towards 
strengthening o f  capacity is 
due to the feet that we are 
going to insure banks 
they  have N 25b illio n  
capitalisation so we need to 
have a higher capital base 
than them”.

The company would also 
consider acquiring smaller in­
surance com panies in the 
country, but such firms must 
have clean books, he pointed 
out.

The new CEO said that 
the company would resume 
payment o f claims within the 
next seven days. The new 
board o f  the company last 
month stopped all pa\ment o f 
claims to clients while expen­
diture was pegged to a cer­
tain limit for each management 
staff.

W hen asked about th 
reasons for the suspension o f 
payments, he said “when you 
take over a new company, you 
have to know what is goin 
on. But we did not entirel 
stop payments, we just sai 
the management should let u 
know when they want to 
expenditure"

The new organogram «  
the company as re\ ealed bt 
Ibrahim, allows for a chief e^  
ecutive officer as against i 
managing director which w 
the case before now. Also, 
executive directors u  ould be 
appo in ted 1 to g e th e r w ith 
about ten'cKeroperstirig of­
ficers.
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Ajaokuta: Solgas threatens to reopen case against FG
Solgas Energy Incorp­

orated (USA), has threa­
tened to reopen a peti­

tion it filed at an international 
arbitration panel in London 
against the federal gover­
nment over alleged breach of 
concession contract signed 
in 2003 on the rehabilitation, 
operation and maintenance 
o f Ajaokuta Steel Company 
Limited (ASCL).

A lso , the com pany is 
threatening to expose in the 
international media, the alle­
ged fraud perpetrated by cer­
tain top officials of.the federal 
government in the process of

By Ahmed I. Shekarau,
Deputy Editor & Joe Oroye, 

State House Reporter

co b b lin g  the con cessio n  
agreement.

The US based energy firm 
has also initiated litigation in 
Texas against the current ma­
nagers o f Ajaokuta Steel, Glo­
bal Steel Holdings Limited, a 
subsid iary  o f  Ispa t, over 
alleged “breach o f  confiden­
tiality” in a deal struck betw­
een the two companies prior 
to the take over o f the ASCL 
by the latter.

Solgas was contracted by 
the government in June 2003,

to revive the Ajaokuta Steel 
Company, recoup its inves­
tments and return same to the 
government within 10 years. 
But the firm reportedly requ­
ested for the termination of 
the contract in August 2004, 
based on certain conditions, 
including a refund on invest­
ments in the 14 months it ran 
the steel plant.

In a two-page letter to the 
government counsel, Kendall 
Freeman, a copy o f which was 
obtained by Daily Trust, the 
S o lg as’ A ttorneys (B uck, 
Keenan, Gage, Little & Lin- 
dley, L.L.P) accused the Nige­

rian government o f breaching 
the conditions for an out-of- 
court settlement earlier reac­
hed between the two parties.

The le tte r  dated  Jan- 
uary5, 2006, titled Re: No. 
13620/MS; Solgas Energy 
Limited v. The Federal Gover­
nment o f Nigeria and Ajao­
kuta Steel Company Limited, 
advised the government to 
respond accordingly in line 
with their earlier agreement.

Solgas, through its atto­
rneys, said it is giving the 
FGN up to the 31st o f  this 
month to take the necessary 
action, failing  w hich “we

intend to file the amended 
petition  detailing by both 
name and deed what we bel­
ieve to be a sordid tale o f 
greed, bribery and breach of 
fiduciary duty”.

The am ended petition , 
according to the letter, “will 
contain what we believe to be 
good faith allegations conce­
rning gross misconduct and 
unethical behaviour by both 
elected officials and appo­
inted officials o f the highest 
levels o f the Nigerian gover­
nment”.

It further warned in the 
letter that failure to keep to 
this deadline by the FGN will 
compel it to expose, as noth­
ing but a sham, the Nigerian 
governm ent’s stated policy 
o f  transparency and crack 
down on corruption.

W hen con tac ted  y es t­
erday for the federal govern­
m ent’s reaction to the issues 
raised in the letter and other 
matters, M inister o f  Power 
and S tee l, S ena to r L iyel 
Imoke, said he will not make 
any detailed comments on it 
because it will be prejudicial 
to the matter pending in court.

The m in is te r who 
dem anded a photocopy o f 
the letter from the Solgas 
attorneys, said: “The matter 
is in court; so w'e’re not 
allowed to comment on that”.

H ow ever, w hen asked

i as 
eal

whether the government 
reach  an agreem ent with 
Solgas w hich was saiu to 
have been breached, he said. 
“Yes; the agreem ent 
terminated now! (The 
terminating the contract u. as) 
signed by Solgas and signed 
by the federal government.

“But you people know 
th a t S o lgas ran  dow n 
Ajaokuta. So, what are ou 
people  ta lk ing  about ’ Or 
d o n ’t you rem em ber :hat 
part^ And because there’s 
probably going to be action 
against them, they too w ant 
to cover themselves”.

He denied any out-of- 
court settlement agreement 
between the government and 
Solgas, saying “there was no 
agreement (with Solga' to 
settle out of court. Every Nxiy 
has a right to go to court. 
They’re just exercising their 
right; but th ey ’re was ng 
their time”.

Also, when contactei 
M onday in A buja on 
law su it f iled  again st 
company in Texas by Sol 
the Head o f  Legal De: 
tment of Global Holdings 
L.K. Sharma, stated that 
are contesting that coi 
any’s claims over bread 
confidentiality” .

He, how ever, decl 
further comments on the 
tter because it is still pen, 
before the court in Texa-

on

d

\  ACF meets with 
Northern politicians

L-R: Hon. Kajiji, Hon. Dahiru Bornoma and another member during the budget defence by Chancellors o f  Universities at 
National Assembly, Abuja ...yesterday. Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

The Arewa Consultative 
Forum (ACF), will on 
Monday meet in Kad- 

una with northern leaders, 
e ld ers  and p o litic ian s  to 
d iscu ss  cu rren t na tio n a l 
socio-economic and political 
issues o f critical importance 
to the north and the nation.

The meeting, which will

From AbdulRaheem Aodu.
Correspondent, Kadirui

hold at the conference h. 
the International Trade 
Complex, is scheduled 
9.30 a.m., according tc 
ACF secretary general. 
Hamid Ali(rtd).

Form er H ead o f  State,

for
the
ol.

FG yet to sign Crown Agents contract
By Anas A Galadima,

Business ReporterNearly six months after 
the federa l g o v e r­
nment revealed plans 
to contract Britain’s Crown 

i Agents to reform the Nigeria 
| Customs Service (NCS), the 
I deal is still yet to be signed.

While the ministry o f fin- 
I ance has not given clear reas- 
I ons for the delay, specu- 
| lations are rife that the United 
| N a tio n s C o n feren ce  for 
| T rade  and  D ev elo p m en t 
| (UNCTAD), may have kicked 
| against the federal gover- 
| nment’s move to contract the 
j firm on the grounds that the 
I contract would amount to a 
| duplication o f service and a 
| waste o f public resources 

A maritime sector publi- 
| cation, Maritime Voice, repo- 
! rted in its December edition 
| that the international body 
I has ad v ised  the federa l 
! gov ern m en t th ro u g h  the 
ministry o f  finance to shelve 
the idea o f contracting the 

| Agents, stressing that since 
the government has already 
invested lots of money in the 

; ASS YCUD A project, it would

not be wise to, contract the 
British firm again.

UNCTAD, according to 
the magazine, had explained 
to the federal governm ent 
that since the agents’ service 
is based on risk analysis and 
m anagem ent, it w ould be 
unwise to engage it to do the 
job since the ASSYCUDA 
software is also designed to 
employ the same technique.

UNCTAD was said to 
have called for a speedy com­
pletion o f the ASSYCUDA 
pro ject so as to ensure a 
timely take-off o f the scheme 
rather than duplicating the 
functions through the cont­
ract when the governm ent 
has a lread y  spen t m uch 
money on ASSYCUDA.

The publication further 
reported that the World Bank 
which had earlier advised the 
governm ent to go for the 
Crown Agents service, has 
s ta rted  hav ing  a Tsecond 
thought about the idea based

on the ad v ise  g iven  by 
UNCTAD.

It said that efforts made 
to sign the contract in Wa­
shington proved  abortive 
and that while the minister o f 
finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo- 
Iweala, was present at the oc­
casion, World Bank officials 
and those o f customs and the 
presidency were said to have 
deliberately boycotted the 
meeting.

When contacted, Victoria 
Kwakwa, Lead Economist of 
the World Bank in Nigeria 
w ho spoke th ro u g h  the 
b an k ’s spokesm an, Toho- 
mdet Obadiah, said “Its not 
true. The bank is committed 
to work with the government 
to effect the reforms and to 
check  co rru p tio n  at the 
ports”.

Also contacted. Special 
Assistant to the Minister of 
Finance, Paul Nwabuikwu, 
said he too was not aware that 
UNCTAD had kicked against 
the contract.

He said “I am not aware 
that any such organisation

has gone against the con­
tract. In any case, the situa­
tion is that the Crown Agents’ 
proposal is on the table o f 
government and the issue of 
whether it is supported by an 
international organisation or 
not is not very pertinent at 
this point”

“What is important is that 
in taking a final decision, I 
believe that government will 
consider all aspects including 
the strengths and w eakn­
esses o f ASSYCUDA,” he 
said.

A sked w hether co rru ­
ption and inefficient service 
delivery by customs officials 
was responsible for the gov­
ernm ent’s desire to engage 
the agents, he said “I will not 
like to generalise and in the 
process, impugn the integrity 
o f  m any hard  w ork ing  
officers o f the customs. The 
bottomline is that within the 
customs, there are bad eggs 
just like in other agencies and 
other aspects o f life and there 
is need  to do som eth ing  
about the situation so that

the nation’s interest can be 
served” .

It was gathered that the 
federal government has so far 
spent about $2.95 million on 
the ASSYCUDA software 
besides other equipment and 
machineries that nave been 
bought for the installation of 
the project which is a major 
a spec t o f  the on-go ing  
Customs reforms.

Meanwhile, top officials 
o f the NCS have reportedly 
kicked against the contract 
because it would limit its con­
trol in excise duties collection 
and serve as an indictment 
on the institution as a whole.

M inister o f finance. Dr 
Ngozi Okojo-Iweala, said at 
the Customs Annual Conf­
erence in Jos last month that, 
“the reforms are aimed at 
strengthening the N igeria 
Customs Service. It is about 
m aking Custom s stronger 
and better. They are not a 
threat to anyone. The Cus­
toms have been underfunded 
in the past. We know it. But 
the high level o f corruption 
in the service is not helping 
matters.'’

General Yakubu Gowon i ad), 
is expected to be the chairman 
o f the gathering.

Former heads o f state and 
presidents from the north, 
northern governors, mem­
bers o f  the Northern Senators 
Forum and elder statesmen 
from the north are to partic­
ipate in the deliberations

“ M em bers o f  the 
Northern Members Fomm, 
m em bers o f  the N orthern 
Speakers Forum , n o rn e m  
delegates to the N ational 
Political Reforms Conference, 
m em bers o f  the House o f  
Representatives and mem­
bers of the ACF General Ass­
embly are also expected to 
attend the crucial meeting”.

Col. Hamid added that a 
special paper will be deli' ered 
at the m eeting by Dr A. 
Siddique Mohammed of the 
Ahm adu Bello University, 
Zaria, to be followed by ther 
brief presentations by Chief 
Sunday Awoniyi, the \C F  
chairm an. G eneral V ictor 
Malu (rtd) and Hajia Bi kisu 
Yusuf. .
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Three CPs urged to stop extortion
Three Commissioners of 

Police have been war­
ned to ensure that they 

stop their men from extorting 
money on the highways or 
face disciplinary action.

H and ing  dow n the 
warning recently at the force 
headquarters, the Inspector 
General of Police, Mr. Sunday 
E h indero , cau tio n ed  the 
commissioners o f police o f 
Osun, Delta and Anam bra 
state to ensure that po lic­
emen posted on patrol and

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

stop-and-search duty do not 
take bribes from motorists.

Mr. Ehindero who was 
particularly angry with the 
situation in Osun state, said 
he was told by some repu­
table Nigerians including a 
u n iv e rs ity  le c tu re r that 
policem en on patrol along 
the highw ays in the state 
extort money from motorists.

He w arned  that any

commissioner o f police who 
allows policemen in his state 
to extort money will be sent 
on compulsory leave, depl­
oyed from the state for lack 
o f proper supervision o f his 
men and may be stagnated on 
that rank until he retires.

In the case o f Delta and 
Anambra states, the police 
boss said he has intelligence 
report that police from the 
two states have formed the 
habit o f extorting money from 
d riv e rs  and  p assen g ers

travelling between Asaba in 
Delta state and Onitsha in 
Anambra state.

Mr. Ehindero  told the 
commissioners of police who 
assembled for a conference 
that he had never asked any 
commissioner to send money 
to him and asked them  to 
ensure that they  stop all 
forms o f  corruption in the 
force if they were sure they 
do not benefit from it.

He called on all commi­
ssioners o f police in the 36

The ICPC has dragged 
the chairman o f Afikpo 
N orth  local govern­

ment council o f  Ebonyi state, 
Chief Iduma Igariwey and his 
wife, Florence, to court for 
alleged corrupt practices.

The commission in a 10- 
count charge, claimed that 
Igariwey used his position to 
confer corrupt advantage on 
his wife.

Florence was accused o f 
abetting the use of her hus­

band’s office for corruption.
In the first five counts, the 

council chairman was alleged 
to have used his position to 
approve N2.348 million for his 
w ife’s expenses during the 
Ebonyi W om en’s Day

Rimi s Wife: We are 
making progress
In sp ec to r-G en era l o f  

P o lice , Mr. Sunday 
Ehindero, says the force 

is recording success in its 
investigations into the killing 
o f  Sa’adatu Rimi, wife o f  
Abubakar Rimi.

Ehindero who declined to 
give details o f the outcome 
o f the investi’gations, told the 
News A gency o f  N igeria 
(NAN), yesterday in Abuja, 
that investigations was still 
on to fish out S a ’ad a tu ’s 
killers.

He said that the foi'ce Wo­
uld soon name the suspects

behind thfc killing due to the 
success reco rded  in the 
investigations headed by the 
Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police (DIG Force CID), Mr 
Ogbonna Onovo.

“We will brief you on the 
case at the appropriate time. 
Investigations into the case 
is still on,” Ehindero prom­
ised.

M eanw hile , a source 
close to Ehindero told NAN 
that the suspects would soon 
be transferred to the Force 
H e a d q u a rte rs ,‘A buja, for 
/u rtl. 'r  in v estiga tion  and

Ehindero
possible prosecution.

He however did not discl­
ose the number o f suspects 
billed to be transferred.

“You can see that the DIG 
who was directed to relocate 
to K ano to  speed  up 
investigations has returned 
to Abuja. The police high 
command will soon transfer 
the suspec ts  h e re ,” the 
source said.

Hajia Sa’adatu was killed 
in her husband’s residence 
along Durbin Katsina roa4, 
Kano, in the early hours of 
January 14.

states and the FCT to set up 
monitoring teams to ensure 
that all corrupt policemen are 
arrested and sacked from the 
force.

He warned that he will not 
tolerate a situation where 
p o licem en  p o sted  to the 
highways to curtail criminal 
activities will turn themselves 
to extortioners thereby taxing 
people to pay them money 
and urged all Nigerians to 
resist demands for money by 
his men and ensure that they 
bring all such requests to the 
no tice  o f  sen io r p o lice

officers who he said I 
been briefed on what to do 

Reacting to the rem.: • 
by the Inspector General 
h is s ta te  com m and , th 
com m issioner o f  police 
Osun state said he has ah. 
ady arrested and d ism i^ 
six policemen over extort i 
and other related offen*. 
adding that other policer 
have,also been arrested 
varioiis crimes and are be 
tried  and assu red  
Inspector General that lie 
doing everything possible 
address the situation.

Four jailed for 
oil bunkering

j A cross section o f  motorcycles as parts o f  equipments commissioned and launched fo r  the Nigerian Security and Civil 
\ Defence Corps (NSCDC), to help check oil pipeline vandals in Abuja ...recently. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

ICPC docks LG chairman, 
wife for alleged corruption

celebrations in 2000.
The o ther five counts 

c la im ed  tha t F lo rence  in 
December 2000, at Afikpo 
North council area, used her 
husband’s office to apply for 
the money.

W hen the m a tte r was 
m en tioned  on T uesday  
before the chief judge o f the 
state, Igariwey denied using 
his position  to perpetrate 
corruption.

Led in evidence by his 
co u n se l, C h ie f  Sunday 
Okoronkwo, the accused said 
activities carried out by his 
w ife’s office were approved 
by the sta te’s M inistry o f  
Local G o vernm en t and 
Chieftaincy Matters.

Under cross-examination 
by Mr Bayo Taiwo, a legal 
officer in the Federal Ministry 
o f  Justice, Igariwey stated 
that all the money spent by 
his wife was approved by the 
finance departm ent o f  his 
local council.

The C hief Judge, C hief 
"Aloy Nw&nkwo, adjourned 
the matter to February 15.

A n  v * A bu ja  * cKJef 
magistrate court has 
sen tenced  one Mr. 

Soyia West to two years in 
prison for illegal bunkering 
and for being in possession 
o f 165 drums o f petroleum 
products.

The c h ie f  m ag is tra te , 
Usman A. Shuaibu, found the 
accused  g u ilty  and 
sentenced him to one year in 
prison for illegally dealing in 
petro leum  p roducts. The 
convict was however given 
the option of a fine o f N5,000.

The co n v ic t w as also  
found gu ilty  for being in 
p o ssess io n  o f  p ro p e rtie s  
suspected to be stolen and 
sen tenced  to another one 
y ear in p rison  or in the 
alternative pay another fine 
ofN5,000.

The chief magistrate said 
that the sentences are to run 
c o n cu rren tly  in o rd e r to 
reduce some burden off the 
co n v ic t w ho has show n 
remorse for his action.

The accused person, had 
earlier pleaded guilty to all 
the charges.

A lthough  the accused  
was not represen ted  by a 
counsel, he told the court 
that he w as fo rced  into 
trading in petroleum products 
because o f  the econom ic 
situation in the country.

The prosecuting police 
officer, Joseph Onu, asked 
the court to try the accused 
summarily in view of his plea 
o f guilt.

The petroleum task force 
arrested the accused person 
at m idn igh t at A bonem a 
W harf w ith 165 drum s o f 
petroleum products.

The police alleged that 
the products were illegally 
siphoned from the Pipeline 
and  P ro d u c t M arke ting  
Company (PPMC), pipeline in 
Port Harcourt or Abuja.

They arrested the suspect 
when they accosted him with 
the product as he could not 
establish ownership.

In another development, 
three accused persons, Tam- 
brapa Joe, Kingsley Okoro 
and Gregory Donokonomo, 
all residents o f  A bajf atea! 
council, have been sente-

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senior Reporter

need to one year and a mor 
in prison each for conspira 
and attem pt to vandali- 
PPMC pipelines.

The c h ie f  m a g is tra l . 
Usman Shuaibu, sentence 
the three accused persons t > 
one year for conspiracy or i 
the alternative, pay a fine 
N5,000 and one month eae' 
for attempting to vandal iv. 
the pipe lines. The chief ma 
istrate ordered that the sen: 
ence  shou ld  run  concu 
rrently.

Anglican
cleric

murdered
The Assistant Bishop o 

the Anglican Church i 
B ida , N ig er S tate 

Archdeacon Elijah Yisa, wa 
murdered Tuesday night b> 
unknown persons.

The N ew s A gency  o ' 
Nigeria (NAN), reports that 
Yisa, who was shot in the 
head by two people in h i' 
re s id en ce  in the church 
premises at about 10:20 p.m 
died on the spot.

A close relation o f  the 
d eceased  w ho p leaded  
anonym ity , sa id  the 
a ssa ilan ts  had  asked  the 
cleric’s house-girl about hi 
whereabouts.

The re la tio n  said  the 
assailants told the assistan 
bishop they were after him.

The Bishop o f the Bida 
Diocese o f the church, the Rt 
Rev. Jonah Kol, who declined 
to comment on the incident 
said: ‘ ’We are ho ld ing  a 
meeting now.”

Y isa ’s body  has been 
deposited  at the G eneral 
Hospital, Minna.

The Area Commander of 
the police force in Bida, Mr 
Stephen Audu, confirmed the 
incident, saying two security 
men at the church premises 
have been  a rrested  for 
interrogation.

Audu said the case has 
been transferred to the state 

'police command for further 
investigation.
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| Robbers go wild, use welding 
machines to rob banks

Suspected robbers arrested by the police in Kaduna paraded at the Force Headquarters, Abuja ...recently.

Apo Six: Danjuma killed 
traders with AK 47 rifle —Witness

I ' ly  #  T. Haruna Mahmoud, a 
l \ / |  police constable, 

X  ▼ JLyesterday narrated to 
i an Abuja h idi court how Dep1 sty 
: Commissioner o f Police, Vtr 
Danjuma, killed :.te six A co 

; traders inside a Peugeot 406 ca<
| on June 7, 2005 after they h. 
the rear bumper of his BMW 

! saloon car.
The police cons able who 

| was led in evidence yesterday 
by Chief Chris Uche (SAN), for 

j the prosecution, said “On June 
\7 , 2005, I was on a stop and 
| search patrol duty at Gimbiya 
street, Area 11, Garki with 
Inspector Suieim an Audu, 
Yakubu Filibus and Ibrahim 
Garba. The team was headed by 
Insp. Audu. I reported at the 
duty post at about 18.30hrs. But 
at about 21.OOhrs, my inspector 

j who was with a police handset,
: said lie had a call from the control 
room that armed robbers were 
operating at Crown G uest 

I House. Two of us in the patrol 
team went to the venue but were 

| told by (he occupants that the 
I armed robbers had escaped. The 
I Alpha Series patrol team also 
came there with the DPO who 

i told us to go back to our duty 
post and we complied.

“At 23.OOhrs, we sighted 
Danjuma Ibrahim and alerted 
others on our team that “Oga” 
was around

“At about 1.30hrs, Ibrahim 
1 Garba sighted a car coming out 
; from Gimbiya street. The car 
: was flashed down but it was the 
DCP Danjuma that was inside.

“DCP Danjuma was inside 
I his private car, a BMW with 
; registration number DR 05 RBC. 
j He was driving the car himself. 

He was not dressed in his 
uniform. He parked at the side 
o f the road allowed iiis engine io 
run.

“ When he came out, he 
instructed us that any car coming 
from Gimbiya with three and 
above occupants should be stop­
ped and thoroughly searched.

“Not quite long after the 
instruction was given, we sigh­
ted a car coming out from the 
same Gimbiya street winch we 
stopped but one of the occup­
ants of the car said “officer, na 
we o" and immediately after, 
attempted to move away.

‘DCP Danjuma, watching 
from his car whose engine was 

: still mnning moved his car to the 
road to block them. In the 
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ByRubyRabiu,
Senior Reporter

swerved from the left side of the 
road to the right side of the road 
and DCP Danjum a swerved 
v, 'th them to block the car from
go;r%

This he said continued 
ur. i. 'h e  d river o f  the car
slig tly Y i/c e  rear bumper of 
DCP DanjumVs car.

“When they hit his car from 
the rear, DCP Danjuma ordered 
Inspector Suleiman leading us to 
open fire on them. He simply 
told him: ‘Inspector, fire.’ That 
was when DCP Danjum a 
opened his car and came out.

“Immediately, the driver of 
the car, a 406 saloon, reversed. 

DCP Danjuma instructed 
. Inspector Suleiman again to 

open fire on them but he refused.
“ DCP D anjum a then 

snatched his rifle and opened fire 
on the 406 car on a single target 
of ‘tau ‘tcm \ ‘tan ' He was 
shooting from the centre 
pavement of the road. He later 
moved closer to the 406 c^r 
again, raining bullets on w at a 
very close range.

“W hile the butlers were 
being rained on the vehicle, the 
406 car which was already on 
reverse, was m oving back, 
uncontrolled, until it hit a flower 
stand and stopped.

“The DCP stopped firing 
when the ammunition in the AK 
47 rifle he was using finished.

“All the while, the remaining 
three of us on the patrol team 
had taken cover behind the fence 
of the Prudent Bank watching 
the scene from afar.

“From where we were, DCP 
Danjuma called us to come and 
search the car. We moved to the 
car and I.opened the driver’s 
side while Ibrahim Gai ba opened 
the other side.

“Inside the car, at the front 
seat, w as a lady. She opened the 
door and came out. The driver 
also came out. Then the DCP 
asked others who did not come 
out to lie down.

“But while searching, we 
discovered that one of them had 
been seriously hit by bullets in 
the head. His brain was already- 
shattered. They were just iying 
on each o ther like this 
(demonstrating it)

“These injured people were 
four in number. They were at 
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were covered with their own 
blood.

“Although we didn’t bring 
out the four occupants o f the 
car at the back seat, we still used 
our torchlight to search the car, 
the seat, under the seat, the boot 
and the motionless bodies of the 
occupants to see if we could feel 
any object on them but nothing 
incriminating was found.

“We also searched the driver 
who was lying down and the 
only lady am ong them. No 
incriminating object was found 
on any of them.

“Then DCP Danjuma asked 
the only girl among them to sit 
down on the pavement of the 
road, close to the driver. He 
dipped his hand into his pocket, 
brought out his handset and 
communicated with someone.

“Almost immediately, about 
five minutes later. I saw Alpha 2 
Patrol team. Three police 
officers were on the team. They 
came in a police ALGON jeep. 
Danjuma spoke in Hausa to 
them that “these are those who 
terrorise the town. The bad 
boys, men of the underworld.”

“Bakoji drove the ALGON 
ieep to the scene. He opened the 
back door of the jeep for the girl 
and the driver of the 406 saloon 
car to enter. The said driver was 
assisted to enter the jeep because 
of a serious injury on his left 
chest.

“Glaysius, another member 
o f the A ipha 2 Patrol teairt 
started the engine of the 406 car, 
after tying the vehicle to the 
ALGON jeep and towed it to 
the station.

“My boss on our patrol 
team. Inspector Suleiman, later 
went with DCP Danjuma in his 
private BMW car to the Garki 
Police station  to report the 
incident.

At about 2 .30hrs, Insp 
Suleiman came back to the duty 
post. At about 06.OOhrs, we 
closed duty and went to Garki 
police station on instruction. 
There, 1 saw four men and the 
only girl among them lying down 
at the police station motioniess. 
Their vehicle was also parked 
inside the police station.

“Inside their car, there was 
no soul there. I saw only five of 
the six persons that w ere 
previously in the car.

“We went into the DPO's 
office where Othman (the DPO 
now ajt large), told us Jo  sit 
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and later came back. He said we 
should be served w ith the 
statement sheet to write our 
statem ents. I w rote what I 
witnessed including others and 
gave the statement back to the 
DPO.

“But when he went through 
the statements we wrote, he tore 
them out of anger. He said that 
was not how we should write it, 
saying this is a matter of life and 
death. He said we should not 
expose a senior police officer. He 
also said that if we try to say 
the truth, by the time we may 
need them later in future, we 
may not get their assistance.

“DCP Danjuma was not in 
his office when he was advising 
us. He now started to tutor us 
on how we should write the 
statement. He said we should 
say that it was the occupants of 
the car that opened fire on him 
before he also opened fire on 
them.

“Before we w rote the 
statement, he said we should not 
sign it. A fter w riting the 
statement, he was not satisfied 
and told us another way o f 
writing it. I wrote four different 
statements at the police station 
before the last one was retained. 
The other three were destroyed 
by the DPO.

“The DPO warned us never 
to tell anybody about the exact 
thing that happened on that day.

“After about two days, the 
DPO said we would go to the 
command headquarters to write 
another statement. He said we 
should w rite it the way he 
instructed. He took us to the 
command headquarters.

“At the com mand 
headquarters, h im self and 
Danjuma tutored us. And we 
w rote the statem ent as 
instructed. They said we should 
not sign.

‘They gave us another sheet 
of paper at the office of the C ID 
that we should write that we 
recovered, during search, two 
locally made guns-a single and 
double barrel guns: one cutlass 
and two knives.

“They said we would soon 
appear before a police panel, 
that we should say the same 
thing. We wrote it as instructed.

“W'e were tutored on what 
to say before DIG Mike Okiro’s 
panel and we did as instructed. 
All o f us that gave evidence 
before Okiro panel were tutored 
on wh#t to pt only pne,
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The Inspector General of 
P o lice , Mr. Sunday 
Ehindero, has expre­

ssed concern over the incr­
ease increasing sophistic­
ation o f bank robberies in the 
country despite continued 
efforts by his men to tackle 
the problem.

Mr. Ehindero said recent 
reports from Edo and Abia 
sta te  rev ea l tha t arm ed 
ro b b ers  use gas w eld ing  
machines to force open the 
doors o f bank’s strong room 
to have access to money, a 
disturbing development, he 
stressed.

Though he was happy 
that his men have succeeded 
in foiling the two robberies 
by dislodging the robbers 
and killing one in the Abia 
incident, he however warned 
that unless the police are 
further equipped with more 
arms, ammunition and logi­
stics, armed robbers would 
create a serious challenge.

In Benin city, the capital 
o f  Edo state, robbers were 
said to have stormed a bank ,' 
held the security men at gun 
po in t and m ade a ttem pts 
with gas welding machines to 
remove the iron gates leading 
to the bank’s strong room. 
But the early arrival o f police 
teams foiled the robbery.

The Inspector G eneral

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

who made the disclosure at 
the  recen t con ference  o f 
commissioners of police held 
at the force headquarters. 
Abuja, approved an au to­
matic promotion to the next 
rank for all the policemen win 
foiled the robbery attempt on 
a bank in Abia state.

Briefing the conference 
earlier, the immediate past 
commissioner of police in the 
state, Mf. Adanaya Gaya, said 
the armed robbers stormed 
the bank in a jeep, bus and a 
Mercedes Benz car.

He said the robbers shot 
sporadically throughout the 
p erio d  o f  the a ttem pted  
robbery while several gas 
welding machines were used 
to b reak  in to  the b a n k ' 
strong room.

He said that the police­
men mobilised to the scene 
o f the robbery and engaged 
the robbers in a fierce gun 
b a ttle  fo rc in g  them  to 
withdraw without achieving 
their objective.

He said that the police 
recorded no casualty but thai 
one o f the armed robbers was 
shot and killed.

Mr. Gaya said that the 
p o lice  reco v ered  tw o 
vehicles and 6,000 rounds ot 
ammunition from the gang.

POLICE EMERGENCY PHONE LINES
Route/coverage area Telephone numbers
Apo (Gudu) Legislative 08065803210
Mechanic Village 0804231 5582

Asokoro/Maitama District

Central Business District 
(Construction and Independence 
Avenues)/City Gate Criri Junction

Garki I & II

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa I & 11/ 
Karmo/Gwagwa

Karu/Nyanya

Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 
Dei-Dei Route

Roving Unit

Wuse I & H

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1)

; Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2)

08065803206
08044907942

0806 5803203 
08044907939

08065803205
0804490 7941

0806 5803207
08044907943

0806 580 320.S
0804491 1520

08065803209 
0804491 1496

08065803211 
0804491 1526

08065803204 
•0804 490 7940

08065803201 
0804491 1523

08065803202 
0804491 1524

O ther Hot Lines 
CompoI/DC OPS Numbers
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ANPP postpones 
NEC meeting

Succum bing  to the 
internal crisis within 
the All Nigeria Peoples 

Party (ANPP), the planned 
i national executive committee 
| (NEC), meeting o f the party 
j scheduled for January 20,
| has been postponed indef­
initely.

G iving reasons for the 
I p o stp o n em en t, na tio n a l 
chairman o f the party, Chief 
Don Etiebet, told newsmen in 
A buja yesterday  tha t the 
series o f  internal wranglings 
within the Jigawa and Sokoto 
state chapters o f  the party 
has caused the* cancellation 
of the event.

He explained that prepar­
ations for the meeting were 
in top gear. “But two things 
happened which cut short 
our preparations. One is that 
we received the news o f  the 
suspension o f  the Jigaw a 
s ta te  g o v ern o r from  the 
ANPP which is a very very 
im portan t announcem ent. 
We immediately reacted to 
v erify  w hat happened  by 
sending a fact-finding body 
o f three senior members o f 
our party  to go there and 
verify  the accusation,” he 
said, adding that a final report 
on the issue has been hamp- 
erefd by the Jigawa state gove­
rnor’s trip on hajj pilgrimage.

The second cause o f  the 
postponement, according to 
the national chairman, is the 
crisis in the Sokoto state 
branch o f the party, where a 
petition against the governor, 
Alhaji Attahiru Bafarawa, by 
h is deputy, w as received  
accusing the governor o f  
anti-party activities and an 
attempt to hijack the party 
machinery in favour o f  a few 
persons.

He said that a fact-finding 
team was also dispatched to 
Sokoto state to ascertain the 
veracity o f the petition.

His words: “On the day 
the fact finding team arrived 

( Sokoto, the governor welc- 
: omed them on the phone but 
] gave the excuse that he was 
! already leaving the state for 
i a pressing assignment and 
! that he would not be back for 
a while.”

He said that these devel- 
i opments hindered the party j 
from  issu in g  the co n sti-  i 

| tu tionally  required seven- ; 
days notice, thus making it j 
impossible to ^onvene the 

! meeting as planned, even as j 
j he hopes that a new date will j 
soon be announced.

On the position o f  the 
ANPP members o f the House 

| o f  Representatives who had 
| reportedly complained that 
j they were excluded from the 
| planned NEC meeting, Chief 
I Etiebet said it was uncons- 
; titutional to contemplate such 
j an action, stressing that the 
! members could not have been 
I stopped from attending the 
meeting as duly recognised

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

members o f the NEC.
Commenting also on an 

in terv iew  w ith  G overnor 
A ttah iru  B afaraw a in the 
D a ily  Trust o f  Tuesday, 
January 24, 2006, with the 
caption, “Etiebet is leading 
the ANPP into extinction,” 
C hief Etiebet said that the 
governor lied when he decl­
ared that no NEC meeting has 
been convened in the last 
three years. He said it was not 
time and that there has been 
NEC m eetings in the past 
during his tenure as national 
chairman, even as he accused 
G o v ern o r B afaraw a o f  
manifesting what he termed 
“spasm of political trauma.”

M eanw hile , sp o k esp ­
erson o f The Buhari Organi­
sation (TBO), M alam Yau 
Darazo, has expressed oppo­
sition to the postponement. 
“It is like postponing the evil 
day .” R ather, the p a r ty ’s 
national leadership should 
have gone ahead to hold the 
NEC meeting than use the 
“alleged crisis in some states 
as an excuse. In fact, the 
meeting should have held to 
deal w ith these problem s 
rather than run from it,” he 
said.

According to him, by the 
postponem ent, the p a rty ’s 
top echelon has behaved “as 
if  it has something to hide. I 
hope we are not pandering 
a fte r som e p eo p le ’s w ish 
because there are rumours 
that certain people believe 
that the NEC meeting will 
ra ise  som e crucial issues 
within our party,” he said.

L-R: M unnirDan A li and Ado Sale Kankia, both BBC correspondents (Hausa service) discussing with another gue at the 
3rd Annual Trust Dialogue held in Abuja ...recently. Pix: Kennedy Fgb - Jie

Nigeria’s polio case worsen
n :

■lgeria is said to be the 
only African country 
tha t p ro v id es  100 

percent vaccines from  its 
own resources but remains 
the largest reservoir o f  the 
wild polio virus out o f  the 
four endemic countries, the 
In te rim  C o o rd in a to r and 
Chief Executive (ICCE), of the 
N ationa l P rogram m e on 
Im m unization  (N PI), Dr. 
Edugie Abebe, has disclosed.

Speaking yesterday at an 
in te rac tiv e  forum  w ith  
newsmen in Abuja, the interim

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Senior Reporter

NPI boss said Nigeria is the 
only  co u n try  in A frica  
transmitting not only the wild 
polio virus (WPV), but also 
the only country in the world 
circulating types 1 and 3 of 
the wild polio virus covering 
a large geographical area.

"As a t January 20, 2006, 
Nigeria had 751 cases o f OPV 
in 22 states, with five states 
(Kano, Kebbi, Jigawa, Bauchi 
and Zamfara), accounting for

Goje disowns ‘ Yankalare ’
A pparently disturbed 

/ A  by the negative image 
-“ -his administration is 

receiving as a result o f  the 
activities o f  political thugs 
know n as ‘Yankalare, the 
Gombe state governor has in 
a state broadcast, d isass­
ociated his government from 
the a c tiv itie s  o f  the 
hoodlums.

Speaking in an emotion 
laden voice in a broadcast 
soon after arriving from Abuja 
on Tuesday evening, Gove­
rnor Muhammadu Danjuma 
Goje went to the extent o f  
swearing that he does not 
sponsor the activities o f  the 
group and neither does his 
government.

“This broadcast which is 
the first o f its kind in my three 
years in office, became nece­
ssary to dispel rumours that 
I support the Yankalare or 
that my government supports 
them. My administration will 
never condone Kalare and 
even if  it is my son, Ahmed, 
who is involved in Kalare, he

From Mohammed Abubakar,
Gombe

should be arrested,” stated 
the g o v ern o r w hose 
broadcast was in Hausa.

The governor assured the 
police that the government 
would not interfere in their 
re sp o n s ib ility  to a rrest 
anybody who acts contrary 
to the peace and dev e lo ­
pment o f  the state and called 
on them to fish out those 
b eh in d  the recen t house 
burning and killing o f  a two 
year-o ld  ch ild  in D aw aki 
quarters o f  the state capital.

G o v ern o r G oje w ho 
blamed the opposition and 
his detractors for sponsoring 
the activities o f  these thugs 
to dent the image o f his gov­
ernment, warned that he will 
not condone, law lessness 
and w ould  deal w ith  the 
'Y ankalare  and th e ir  
sponsors.

Meanwhile, police are yet 
to make any arrest in conne­
ction with the Dawaki inci­

dent but the state commis­
sioner o f police, Alhaji Yusuf 
Atiku Kafur, told newsmen 
that his command is getting 
useful information as inves­
tig a tio n s  in to  the m atte r 
continues.

At the moment, comm­
unity leaders in Dawaki quar­
ters where the Kalare app­
ears to be more concentrated, 
have mobilised against the 
ac tiv ities o f  these thugs, 
calling for quick intervention 
o f  the authorities.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the recen t a ttack  by the 
Kalare in Dawaki has already 
galvanised parents, comm­
unity and religious leaders to 
seek ways out o f  the predi- 
tam ent through prayers.

Donations are also being 
made to the victims of the fire 
incident who are now recei­
ving medical attention at the 
Gombe specialist hospital by 
sympathisers including gov­
ernm ent functionaries and 
philanthropists.

63 percent o f the total ca.se,” 
Dr. Abebe declared and 1 r e ­
nted the low imir>unL.-.r>on 
coverage in the country.

M eanw hile , P residen t 
O lu seg u n  O basan jo  has 
given a nine month marching 
orders to the new leadership 
o f  NPI to  d eve lop  and 
implement a plan that would 
propel the transfer o f  the 
stra teg ic  functions o f  the 
program m e to the Federal 
M inistry o f  H ealth, while 
mainstreaming immunization 
into other health services and 
the three tiers o f government.

O ther m andates to  be 
carried  out by Dr. A bebe 
w ith in  the  n ine  m onths 
include, the acceleration o f 
the ach ievem ent o f  polio 
eradication initiative this year 
as well as attaining a higher 
level o f routine immunization 
coverage within the shortest 
possible time.

C om m enting  on the 
possibility o f achieving the 
m andate  w ith in  the tim e 
frame, the interim NPI boss 
said w hat m akes the task 
more challenging within the 
tim e fram e is tha t the 
provision o f  immunization 
services is the responsibility 
o f the local government areas 
(LGA). According to her, the 
law establishing NPI prov­
ides that the federal gover­
nment provides the vaccines 
and give technical support in 
capacity building, monitoring 
and  su p erv is io n  o f  the 
activities in conjunction with 
the state governments. She 
said the movement o f vacc­
ines from state cold stores to 
LGA cold stores and then to 
health facilities where they 
are u tilised  poses a great 
challenge to the NPI, poin­

ting out that such moven ents 
have not been consistent in 
Nigeria.

She opined that th. NPI 
has dev e lo p ed  a 5 - \e a r  
strategic plan (2006- 010) 
which has been review ed by 
states and partners an,' will 
be p resen ted  to the lext 
National Council on ,-alth 
meeting by next month "his. 
she noted, w ill strengthen 
routine immunization e'Torts 
in the country.

The ICCE ofNPl said four 
rounds o f  supplen  n;al 
immunization activities vull 
be carried out in the fir-: half 
o f  this year, declaring also 
that, “we shall be wording 
hard to interrupt wild polio 
virus transmission In N ueria 
within the strategic pl.r o f a 
routine immunization s-1 "v ice 
also within the frameu rk of 
a basic primary health .are 
se rv ice  p ro v is io n  ir  an 
in teg ra ted  approach  ot' 
delivering a holistic hild 
su rv iv a l se rv ice  tc the 
children ofNigeria.”

Prof. Eyitayo Iuun'w. Health.
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r s r e ' w s  l  o c u s
The increasing level of insecurity in the Niger Delta
L ast Tuesday, tension 

heightened in the Niger 
belta  following a fresh 

attack  on the A gip O il 
Company in Rumueme, Port 
Harcourt where about eight 
people  w ere shot dead 
inc lud ing  seven  m obile  
policem en. The A ttackers 
who came in M otor boats 
were said to have carted away 
about N4 million in cash from 
the cash cen tres  in the 
co m p an y ’s p rem ises , a 

i situation which has made 
the development look more 
like an armed robbery Attack 
than the usual Niger Delta 
attacks on Oil companies.

The C om m issioner o f  
police in Rivers state, Mr 
Samuel A detuyi, who has 
o rdered  the beefing  o f  
security in various parts of 
the c ity  sa id  the arm ed 
robbers escaped before the 
p o lice  could  re in fo rce . 
A ccord ing  to  him  the 
attackers escaped through 
the waterfront from where 
they had come in the first 
place. Efforts by members of 
the Nigerian navy to give the 
men a chase was to no avail 
as they were not able to get 
to them. The robbers who are 
in some quarters suspected 
to be militiamen were dressed 
in army uniforms and were 
about twenty in number all 
arm ed w ith soph isticated  
weapons.

The G eneral M anager, 
public affairs o f  the Agip oil 
com pany, M r A kin
A ruw ajoye described  the 
incident as the worst since 
the inception o f  the company 
in the area adding that the 
com pany  w as taken
unawares. The com pany’s 
flow station in Okoroma in 
Bayelsa state was also said 
to have been involved in a 
brawl with local youths who 
w ere p ro te s tin g  the non 
payment o f compensation to 
the v illagers. D uring  the 
fracas the security men who 
did  not w ant to be taken 
unawares by the youth shot 
and k illed  one o f  the 
protesters even before they 
got the scene.

Reports say the youth are 
planning to retaliate while 
security is being beefed up 
in various parts o f the state 
e sp ec ia lly  a round  oil
installations.

The faith o f four adopted 
or kidnapped oil worker who 
are all fo re igners is still 
hanging in the balance. The 
M ovem ent for the
emancipation o f  the Niger 

| Delta who k idnapped  the 
men are asking for the release 

; o f Alhaji Asari Dokubor and 
The fo rm er G overnor o f  

: Bayelsa state. Chief Diepreye 
. A lam iey ese ig h a  and a

1 the foreigners. One o f them,

F rom  ikenrta  E m ek a  O k p an i,
Bureau Chief, P ort H arcourt j

an American is said to be very 
sick  and the boys have 
threatened that they will have 
no choice but to kill all o f 
them if the American gives up 
the ghost.

The fo re ig n ers  w ere 
adopted from a Shell offshore 
facility on the 11th of January 
and thought to have been 
attacked by pirates before the 
kidnappers came out with a 
s ta tem en t c la im ing
responsibility. The militants 
have c lo sed  dow n 
su b seq u en tly  over th ree 
other flow stations since the 
b eg in n in g  o f  the new 
onslaught while over twenty 
soldiers are said to have met 
their Waterloo in the hands of 
the m ilitan ts . M ost oil 
com panies have begun  a 
phased withdrawal o f their 
workers from affected areas 
even as security  is being 
beefed by the Joint security 
taskforce in the Niger Delta.

The Shell oil 
development company is the 
most hit s far in the current 
attacks even though it has 
vowed that it would not leave 
the Niger Delta. Shell is the 
biggest oil company in the 
country and a accounts for 
the largest chunk o f oil export 
in the country.

But it has had a history 
o f  disagreem ents w ith oil 
producing com m unities in 
various parts o f  the N iger 
delta the biggest being the 
disagreement between it and 
the O goni peo p le  tha t 
culminated in the execution 
o f  Ken Saro Wiwa and others 
by the then government o f 
General Sani Abacha. Since 
then the company is yet to 
reconcile with the community 
even as the  federa l 
governm ent has set up a 
M athew  K uka led  
reconcilia tion  com m ittee. 
Recently the people o f Ogoni 
held a stakeholders forum to 
take a decision on how to 
approach the issues involved 
befo re  the reco n c ilia tio n  
committee.

In the th ird  w eek o f  
December last year, militia 
men attacked a m ajor oil 
pipeline belonging to Shell at 
the Okwan Asan community 
in the A ndom  local
government area o f  Rivers 
sta te . An ey ew itn ess  
account *aid the suspected 
militiamen arrived the area 
m ostly  in h ab ited  by
fishermen and chased them 
away before proceeding to 
blow up the pipeline with a 
dynamite; The witness said 
no fewer than eight people 
lost their lives in the attack 
even as the inhabiiants lost 
all th e ir  property to the 
irfFcT̂ ic1? tfrritGftrtt?c\'i*cf.u I
s m t K f i & a t f  iP R W

close down supply to the 
p ip e lin e  to reduce  the 
spillage.

The problem s o f Shell 
and oil p ro duc ing  
com m unities have been a

Port Harcourt, Pan African 
Youth Movement (PAYM), 
Port Harcourt, Persons with 
Disability Network, Benin 
City’ Public Interest Lawyers 
League (PILL), Port Harcourt,

President Olusegun Obasanjo
lingering one in the Niger 
delta. A long list o f  civil 
so c ie ty  g roups has had 
cause to fight the company 
at v a rio u s  tim es. T hese 
inc lude  A gape is a B irth  
Right, Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State; Center for Participatory 
Rural & Urban Development 
(CEPRUD), Uyo, Akwa Ibom 
State, Chikoko Movement, 
Y enagoa, C iv il L ib erties  
Organization (CLO), South 
Zone, Benin City, Concerned 
Y ouths o f  O gbogo lo , 
Egboama-Ogbogolo, Rivers 
State, Eket Rights Initiative 
(ERI), Akwa Ibom State and 
E lim o tu  M ovem ent, 
Otuasega, Bayelsa State.

Others are: jaw  Council 
for Human Rights (ICHR), 
Port Harcourt’

Ijaw Youth Council (IYC), 
Port H arcourt, ILARPE - 
Erema Town, Ahoada Rivers 
State, International Center for 
D evelopm en t &
E n v iro n m en ta l P lann ing  
(IC D E P ), P ort H arcourt, 
Institute o f  Labor and Labor 
& People Empowerment, Port 
Harcourt, MAAP/MOPEP, 
A hoada. R ivers S ta te , 
Movement for Reparation to 
O gbia . B ayelsa  S tate , 
Movement for the Surv ival of 
Ogoni People (MOSOP), Port 
Harcourt, Niger Delta Project 
for E nvironm ent. Human 
Rights and D evelopm ent, 
Nchia-Eleme Rivers State, 
and Niger Delta Women for 
Ju stice  (N D W J), Port 
Harcourt.

Others include. Nigerian 
Institute o f  Human Rights 
(N IH R ), Port H arcou rt.

Rivers State.

A frican  N e tw ork  for 
Environmental and Economic 
Justice, Benin City, Edo State, 
D egem a Youth C o uncil, 
Degema, Rivers State Society 
for Awareness & Growth in 
Etche, Port Harcourt, Youth 
A ction N etw ork, calabar, 
Cross River State,Oodua for 
Nature Conservation, Yaba, 
L agos, Jo u rn a lis ts  fo r 
D em o cra tic  R igh ts , 
Maryland, Lagos, Supreme 
Egbesu A ssem bly (SEA ), 
Yenagoa, Bayelsa State,The 
Concerned Ilaje Citizen (CIC), 
Warri Watch the Niger Delta 
(WAND), A hoada, R ivers 
S ta te  W om en In N ig eria  
(W IN ), P ort H arcou rt, 
W om en P o litic a l A ction  
Committee (W-PAC), Port 
H arco u rt, Y ouths R ights 
Action Network (YORAN), 
P ort H arco u rt and 
W om enligh t F oundation , 
Port H arcourt.

Protesting plans by the 
Shell company to seek the 
support o f the International 
Finance Cooperation (IFC) 
which would make available 
over 15 million dollars to the 
company for the purp ise of 
p rov id ing  loans to sm all 
com pan ies w ork ing  as 
contractors to Shell in the 
N iger D elta , the g roups 
among others accused shell 
o f  in se n s itiv ity  and bad 
business practices.

“ Shell Nigeria, otherwise 
known as the Shell Petroleum 
Development Company has 
been widely condemned for 
hum an rig h ts  abuses, 
including its collusion with 
the Nigerian authorities for 
rfW" 'WAsS5-TW55rtfe^n 6 f

impoverished as a result of 
the d ev as ta tio n  o f  th e ir  
natural environment and the 
destruction o f  com m unity 
sources of livelihood by Shell 
and other transnational oil 
companies operating in the 
Niger Delta area. ERA stated 
that “We understand that 
Shell has, in recent years, 
invested heavily in an image 
lau n d erin g  cam paign  in 
Europe and North America. 
H ow ever, the m edia  
campaigns have not resulted 
in improvement in practice of 
the com pany in the N iger 
Delta o f Nigeria”.

“Shell and her contractors 
continue to disregard even 
b a s ic / /  s i en v iro n m en ta l 
precautions in the forests^ 
w etlands and com m unity  
farmlands as oil spills are 
b u rn t op en ly  and w aste  
p roducts are d isposed  o f  
indiscriminately.”

“ Shell is very tardy in 
investing in the elimination 
o f  the destructive flaring of 
a sso c ia ted  gas. A nd the 
com pany continues to be 
p ro tec ted  by so ld ie rs  in 
some” The group said.

They further urged the 
finance cooperation not to 
relate with the company in 
any way as far as the Niger 
delta was concerned.

Shell in its reaction to the 
development had called for 
caution  and sta ted  that it 
would continue to operate in 
the Niger delta even as it had 
shut four o f  its flow stations. 
Oil exports from Nigeria has 
s ince  fa llen  due to  the 
developm ent. A statem ent 
from Shell on the hostages 
read as follows “We remain 
deeply concerned about the 
h o stag e  s itu a tio n  tha t
resulted from the abduction 
o f four Shell contractors from 
SPDC’s EA field operations.

“We reco g n ize  the
immense strains placed upon 
the hostages, their families 
and contractor com panies 
u n d er the p resen t
circumstances. We continue 
to co o p era te  w ith  the 
Nigerian authorities and the 
h o s ta g e s’ em ployers and 
o ffe r every  a ssistance  to 
secure the safe release o f the 
hostages.

‘The health and safety of
hostages rem ains our top
priority. We are taking all
n ecessa ry  m easures to
ensure the safety and security
o f staff, contractors and the
people in the communities
w here we o p era te . We
co n tin u e  to keep the
deploym ent o f  staff in the
affected areas in the western
Niger Delta under review. We
will return to areas evacuated
when normality is restored.

Sesrettablv  we can now 
• V TI i l  , T , f I ‘ 7S . 

C o n t i r n u n a r  the body  ot
an o th e r c iv ilian  v ictim .

missing since the attack on 
the B enisede flow station. 
has been found. He was a 
Shell catering contractor. Our 
deepest sympathies go his 
family and friends.

“Ten of the injured people 
who are receiving medical 
treatm ent in W arri are in 
im proved condition. The 
production status rem ains 
unchanged . The four 
flo w sta tio n s  and EA 
production remain shut, with 
a total production loss of 
some 221,000 barrels per day. 
The force majeure declared 
for Forcados and EA offtakes 
is still in place.”

The federal government 
has on its p art se t up a 
co m m itte e  tiiade up o f 
governors in the region to 
reso lv e  the c ris is . Dr 
Jonathan G oodluck is the 
chairman o f that committee 
and is said  to be m aking 
frantic efforts to secure the 
release o f the hostages. The 
Governor o f Rivers sate on 
his p a rt has assu red  the 
British government that his 
government would help in the 
release o f the hostages.

A pow erful delegation 
from the federal government 
led by the Minister o f  State 
for Petroleum, Dr Edmund 
D aukoro  at the w eekend 
visited various parts o f  the 
N ig er d e lta  and  held  
d iscu ss io n s  w ith  s ta k e h ­
olders on the way forward to 
curb the activities o f  youths 
Dr Daukoro who said the 
mission o f  the group was to 
deepen the peace process in 
the Niger Delta added that 
the g roup  w as also  
presenting a blue print it had 
dev e lo p ed  on w hat the 
federal government intended 
to do in the Niger Delta.

He sa id  a lth o u g h  the 
g roup  w as m ade up o f  
representative of the security 
agencies, its strategy was to 
app ro ach  the issue  o f  
security indirectly by getting 
the y o u th s  p rodu c tiv e ly  
engaged in activ ities tha: 
have direct multiplier effects 
on the peop le  thereby 
bringing peace and securitv 
in an indirect sort o f way.

He d isc lo sed  that the 
stakeholders in the N - •- 
de lta  p eace  p ro c e s ' 
included NDDC, Agip, S h ,;! 
Chevron and the major Nigei 
Delta states o f Akwa Ibom 
Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta ant 
Edo have been m ee ti:■_ 
reg u la rly  on the issue 
say ing  that the m eetings 
have been very successfu 
and rewarding.

How far these moves cai 
go stands to be seen in the 
emerging scenario more 
against the rising politic, t

illV ffe  f , W f &  ■ 
iw 4 g d S 3 ^ i8 iw i# % w iv
president come next year.
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‘2005 H a ji operations
E x c e r p ts  o f  H o u s e  C F  J L  that was why some pilgrims merits/
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E x c e r p ts  o f  ___

| C  'ttee on Foreign A ffa irs  
\ report on the 20 0 5  H a jj 
exerc ise ...

1.0 Introduction
1.1 The House o f Repre- 

i sentatives at its plenary ses- 
! sion o f  Tuesday 2Sth Janu- 
i ary 2005 resolved that the
standing Committee on For- 

I eign Affairs should investi- 
I gate the 2005, Hajj operations 
| as a result o f  unprecedented 
I problems that were encoun- 
| tered in the course o f the en- 
i tire operations, which among 
| other things, resulted in the 
| failure to airlift a contingent 
! o f pilgrims from Bomo State 
j and Rivers State.

1.2 Pursuant to the reso- 
i lution, the Committee man- 
| dated the sub-committee on 
Muslim Pilgrimage to under­
take public hearings in all the

j Zonal Offices of the Director- 
| ate o f  Pilgrims Affairs. This 
I was advertised in national 
| newspapers inviting the pub- 
j lie and stakeholders to appear 
| and make submissions on the 
problems encountered in the 
Hajj 2005 operations. In addi- 

! tion, the Committee engaged 
the services o f  Legal and Fi- 

| nancial Consultants to assist 
I the sub-committee in carrying 
| out the investigations.

1.3 The sub-committee on 
! Muslim pilgrimage held hear- 
| ings at (1) Sokoto, (2) Katsina,
! (3) Kano, (4) Maiduguri, (5)
| M inna, (6) Ilorin, (7) Port 
H arcourt, (8) Yola, (9)

I Kaduna, (10) Lagos, and (ii) 
j Gwagwalada. There was a 
public sitting at the FCT Pil­
grims Welfare Board to re- 

! ceive the submissions from 
I the stakeholders’ resident in 
j the Federal Capital Territory. 
The sub<-committee further 
traveled to the Kingdom of 

I Saudi Arabia and undertook 
enquiries at the Nigerian Hajj 
mission and Nigerian Consu­
late in Jeddah on the aspects 
o f the operations that were 
carried out in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. After this field 
exercise, the sub-committee 
had special sittings in which 
it engaged the M inistry o f  
Foreign Affairs and the Direc­
torate o f  Pilgrim s A ffairs 
(Muslims) on the conduct o f  
the 2005 Hajj operations. The 

! investigatory processes were 
capped by a public hearing 
involving the officials and 

i stakeholder that considered 
the preliminary findings o f  the 
investigations.

2.0 Submission to the 
hearing in the zonal offices.

2.1 At the Zonal Offices, 
the sub-committee on Mus­
lim pilgrimage received oral 
and written submissions from 
officials o f pilgrims' welfare 
boards, officials o f  govern­
ment from  M inistries and 
parastatals as well as bank­
ers, stakeholders and indi­
viduals who have varying ex­
periences on Hajj operations 
in Nigeria.

2.2 The submissions to 
the Zonal hearings Were as 
follows:

f 1. Lagos: (i) Politicisation 
ot the system o f management 
o f the Hajj operational (ii) Ad- 
hoC nature o f the institutional. 
organ for carrying the man-

\  \

agement o f  the Hajj opera 
tions, (iii) The personnel ap­
pointed to carry out the man­
agement were inexperienced, 
(iv) There was lack o f proper 
screening o f officials and pil­
grims, (v) Ignorance and lack 
o f  understanding the p ro ­
cesses o f  performing the Hajj 
on the part o f intending pil­
grims, (vi) Overal 1 lack o f plan­
ning, research and develop­
ment, and performance review 
o f  the entire Hajj operations, 
(vii) Illegal immigrants who 
use N igerian passports as 
well as forging o f  Nigerian 
passports.

(viii) Lack of credible air­
lines that will airlift pilgrims, 
(iv) Non-compliance by air­
lines to pay landing and other 
service charges, (x) Pilgrims 
overstay in Hajj camps lead­
ing to overstretching o f  air­
port facilities, (xi) Lack o f ad­
equate funding o f  the Zonal 
office.

II. Port Harcourt: (i) Late 
commencement o f  prepara­
tions for the Hajj operations, 
(ii) Lack o f  a permanent body 
for Hajj operations, (iii) Lack 
o f  continuity in the manage­
ment o f  Hajj operations as ob­
tains in Pakistan, M alaysia 
and Indonesia, (iv) Late com­
mencement o f airlifting o f pil­
grims. (v) Delay of acquisition 
o f accommodation in Saudi 
Arabia, (vi) Ignorance of the 
tenets o f Hajj on the part of 
pilgrims, (vji) Late application 
for in ternational passport, 
(viii) Late release o f  Basic 
Travelling Allowance, (ix) Air­
lines engaged to airlift pil­
grims are mostly un-reliable 
and inexperienced, (x) Late 
submissions o f visa applica­
tion to Saudi Embassy, (xi) 
Insufficient flights to airlift 
intending pilgrims, (xii) Lack 
o f  proper arrangements for 
departure, (xiii) Lack o f proper 
arrangements for return of pil­
grims. (xiv) Inadequate ar­
rangement for transportation 
o f  pilgrims’ luggage, (xv) Lack 
o f  implementation o f  recom­
mendations o f  Amirul Hajj 
Committee. (xvi)Inadequate 
funding o f  the Zonal Office.

III. Kano: (i) Late com­
mencement o f  preparations.
(ii) Lack o f  permanent struc­
ture. (iii) Lack o f continuity in 
the management o f  Hajj op­
erations. (iv) Appointment o f  
Hajj officials who are mostly 
inexperienced, (v) Late com­
mencement o f  airlift o f  pil­
grims. (vi) Lack o f  proper 
screening o f pilgrims, (vii) 
Airlines engaged to airlift pil­
grims are mostly unreliable 
and inexperienced, {viii) Late 
submission o f  passports to 
Saudi Embassy for visa, (ix) 
Insufficiency o f  flights for air­
lifting pilgrims i x) Lack o f  ar­
rangements for conveying pil­
grims’ luggage, fxi) Lack o f  
adequate flow o f information 
between the jDPA, Zonal Of­
fices and Stall- p 'igrifns Wel­
fa re  Offices. ;xiii) Lack o f  
proper security lt> curtail the 
menace o f  Bnenjaiional pil­
grims.

IVY'Sia,: Ljate preparations.,
(»i> Late release o f  visa and' 
travelling allowance, (iii) Late 
announcement of! Hajj fares.'

(iv) Lack o f  continuity in the 
membership of the National 
Committee on Hajj. (v) Lack 
o f  proper arrangements and 
preparations, (vi) Insufficient 
flights to airlift pilgrims, (vii) 
Problem o f tent accommoda­
tion in Mina and Arafat, (viii) 
Official seats given by politi­
cal leaders also constitute 
problems, (ix) Lack o f  proper 
coordination regarding pil­
grims’ passports, (x) Shortage 
o f passports., (xi) Selling o f 
boarding pass to pilgrims at

were not able to perform H 
2005. (ii) Late release ofbasic 
travel allowance (BTA), (iii) 
High fares stopped many in­
tending pilgrims from per­
forming the Hajj. (iv) Deregu­
lation, pegging of the Naira 
to the Dollar through market 
forces should not be appli­
cable to Hajj. (v) Delay in air­
lift commencement. Failure to 
consider the harmattan period 
and consequent disruption of 
flights, (vi) Lack o f appoint­
ing competent and God-fear-

2005 Amiru! Hajj, Ibrahim Mantu 
N2,000 each, (xii) Pilgrims 
were asked to report at air­
ports or camps when flights 
have not been scheduled and 
therefore making pilgrims to 
overstay at airport/cam ps, 
(xiii) Hajj officials do not have 
the fear o f Allah and some of 
them are very selfish, (xiv) In­
discipline o f  especially gov­
ernment sponsored members, 
(xv) Increase in the Hajj fares 
every year.

V. Maiduguri: (i) Instead 
o f a 747 aircraft as Saudi Ara­
bian regulation demands, the 
carriers p rov ided  sm aller 
aircrafts that airlifted few pil­
grims and left 450 intending 
pilgrims behind, (ii) Delay by 
pilgrims in coming to the air­
port in good time, (iii) lack of 
permanent body to coordi­
nate Hajj matters, (iv) Late 
announcement o f  Hajj fares. 
Time was not enough to al­
low intending pilgrims source 
money to pay the fare, (v) 
Late arrangements for produc­
ing pilgrims bags, (vi) Late 
commencement o f  airlifting of 
pilgrims, (vii) Ignorance on 
the part o f intending pilgrims 
as to what Hajj entails and the 
processes of4ravelling to the 
nolv land to perform she Hajj.
(viii) Lack erf continuity or
consistency o f  Hajj fares, (ix) 
Lack o f  selecting reliable and
efficient air carriers, (x) Lack 
o f  hones* and com peten t 
staff to manage Hajj opera 
Sens. (xa)"La»e airfcffti® o f  pil­
grims. (x£) a*n£ropa-’.ian«&ing 
ofpilgrims iuggage. (xiii) Poor 

-fogistioe oil accommodation 
and ,ransportatfon.

VL Sakctc:\i) Selfish con­
siderations in the appoint- 
merti o fa«  samfcrs: Coir.pe 

b w as-done aw&y 'w ith

ing officials as members o f the 
government delegation, (vii) 
Haphazard arrangements at 
the Hajj camps, (viii) Lack of 
logistics support from the 
government especially trans­
portation, publicity, health 
services, (ix) Lack o f  enough 
publicity on Hajj operations 
and proper methods o f  per­
forming Hajj to pilgrims, (x) 
C orrupt stakeholders, e.g. 
some agencies saddled with 
the re sp o n sib ility  o f  the 
organisation o f Hajj are insin­
cere. (xi) Bad conduct by pil­
grims especially government 
sponsored ones in N igeria 
and Saudi Arabia. It was ob­
served that some pilgrim s 
jump queues during collection 
o f passports at the camp and 
boarding pass at the airport.
(xii) The most disturbing as­
pect noted in the 2005 Hajj 
operations was the selective 
treatment o f  pilgrims during 
return from the holy land. 
Those that left with the last 
flights were the first to return. 
This creates ill feeling among 
pilgrims and their relations at 
home and cast doubt about 
the sincerity o f Hajj officials.
(xiii) The tents in Muna allo­
cated to Sokoto state oilgrim s 
were in a hidden place hence 
so many pilgrims got !ost.
(xiv) Lack o f  adequate screen­
ing bay in Jeddah airport cre­
ates problems, (xv) Hajj camps 
are siwavs in  bad conditions 
and unless Hajj camps arc 
properly reliabilstated. p*S- 
grims will aoi be encouraged 
to come out to the camp dur­
ing Hajj operations.

VII. Katsina: (i) Late com ­
mencement o f operation;;. <ii) 
j ln f  Hajj m s  is m  ilje  wgh 
side, (iii; Inadequate arrange-

its/preparations. (iv) Lack 
o f a permanent body for co 
ordinating Hajj matters, (v) 
Lack o f  continuity o f  Hajj 
structures as obtains in Paki­
stan. Malaysia and Indonesia, 
(vi) Appointment o f  Hajj Offi­
cials (mostly inexperienced 
officials were appointed to 
handle Hajj affairs); (vii) Late 
commencement of air lifting of 
pilgrims, (viii) Ignorance of 
the exercise by most of the in­
tending pilgrims, (ix) Delay in 
the acquisition o f accommo­
dation in Saudi Arabia, (x) 
Lack o f  proper screening of 
intending pilgrims, (xi) Late 
application for passports, (xii) 
Late release of basic travel­
ling allowance, (xiii) The na­
ture of the airlines contracted 
to airlift pilgrims, which are 
mostly unreliable and inexpe­
rienced. (xiv) Late submission 
o f  passports to Saudi'Em - 
bassy for visa preparation, 
(xv) Insufficient flights to air­
lift intending pilgrims to the 
Holy land, (xvi) Lack of proper 
arrangements for departure.

1 (xvii) Lack o f  proper arrange- 
ments for return o f  pilgrims, 
(xviii) Inadequate arrange­
ments for conveying pilgrims’ 
luggage, (xix) Refusal o f  gov- 
ernm ent to con sid er and 

; implement recommendations 
of the Amirul Hajj committee, 
(xx) Sanitation o f  the camp 
could not be said to be im­
pressive with the un-cleared 
dry weeds all over, (xxi) There 
is no good human relations 
between SPWB officials and 
Pilgrims hence there is always 
a problem.

VIII Ilorin: (i) Failure to 
announce Hajj fares on time, 
(ii) Errors in selection o f wel­
fare officers, (iii) Lack o f  in­
volvement o f  State Pilgrims 
Welfare Boards in the ap­
pointment/selection o f air car­
riers. (iv) Late issuance o f pil­
grims passports, (v) Devolu­
tion of Hajj responsibilities to 
the States on maintaining Hajj 
camp, recruitment o f  medical 
coordinating team as well as 
casual w orkers p laces a 
heavy financial burden on the 
States, (vi) Luggage weighing 
centres are always congested, 
(vii) Purchase o f  foreign ex­
change by State Pilgrims Wel­
fare Boards is always a te­
dious exercise, (viii) Menace 
o f  in ternational pilgrim s; 
those who go on pilgrimage 
th rough  to u r o p era to rs  
(Agents), (ix) Lack o f  a per­
manent body to handle Hajj 
operations, (x) Appointment 
o f Agents in Saudi Arabia is 
not made in conjunction with 
the State Pilgrims Welfare 
Board, (xi) 'Delay in the release 
o f  grant for Hajj operations, 
(xii) inadequate transport fa­
cilities,at pilgrims boards, (xiii) 
Lack ot adequate medicai fa­
cilities (xiv) Lack of adequate 
orientation for intending pil­
grims. (xv) inadequate provi­
sion o f  air carriers, (xvi) De­
layin': ..suing visa, (xvii) Lack 
rrf planning. (j.viii) Lackper- 
manes v registration o f  .pil­
grims priority' given to ft ■'■si 
timers m comparison to those 
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for the selection o f air c. -iers
(ii) Lack of policy o f m. stor­
ing and enforcement b\ sC H .
(iii) Selection o f air can rsb\ 
State Pilgrims Welfare i >ards 
has opened up the proi vs to 
o ther considerations ther 
than professional com pi .-nee. 
Most especially as stau gov­
ernments, use Hajj patr nage 
to play to the political g leiy.
(iv) Lack of provision v ^ack 
up arrangement by air c ners 
to cater for unforeseen \en- 
tualities.

X. Minna: (i) Lack 
entation for intendin 
grims. (ii) Stop the mon 
o f a few airlines and 
proper competition in tli 
ding processes, (iii) I 
planning in good time 
Undue interference by 
re lig io u s volu
organisations.- (v) Late 
ance of visa on time. (\ i 
o f adequate and compel 
carriers, (vii) Lack o f er 
enment awareness in pi L 
(vii) Lack o f discipline 
tending pilgrims.

Federal capital ten 
Gwagwalada:

(i) Lack o f screening in­
tending pilgrims which .ads 
to issuance o f  passports to 
non< Nigerians.

(ii) Lack o f submission of 
request for issuance o f I'T A 
on time to the CBN ane the 
commercial banks.

(iii) Lack o f enlightei lent 
and awareness o f  the official 
processes o f preparatioi to 
go on Hajj.

(iv) Lack of planning < - the 
part of intending pilgrim ' ind 
officials.

Visit to Hajj missioi tnd 
Nigerian consulate in Jen tah. 
Kingdom o f Saudi Arabr.

(i) Disengagement ot the 
Hajj Mission, Consulate tnd 
Nigerian Embassy from the ar­
rangements for accomm. Na­
tion in Makkah for Nigenan 
pilgrims. State Pilgrims We ’arc 
Boards have taken over and 
assumed full responsibilit\ for 
accommodation. This hav re­
sulted in obtaining substan ­
dard accommodation.

(ii) In Medina, a comm tee 
was appointed by the N ge- 
rian Ambassador to handle ac­
commodation arrangemer v

(iii) There was a failur. to 
provide feeding at Muna nd 
Arafat. A committee was ap­
pointed to investigate ami *c- 
cordingly the contractors w ere 
asked to refund monies e- 
ieased for the feeding. ns 
has been done.

(iv) Some aircrafts user ’or 
the 2005 pilgrimage had ei er 
technical o r financial pi -tv 
lems. Safety requirements v re 
substandard as well as < 
culties in making paymen t >r 
fuelling, -land! ing and ■ >er 
aircraft mntiing chaises.

<v) Lack o f  conunuit n 
planning, coordination . >u 
overall management of 
operations.

(vi) Perenr;ia! proble?- > 
excess iuggage.

(vii) Lack:©> eon/ora- * 
the payment o f  royalty • 
speci. o f  Nigerian affic 
wSiich nas created a bfr
of debts payab'-o^ojhe S 
afiihericto& — — — ~
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Ambassador Obi Odu vs IBB Golf Club Gbenga Obasanjo vs Atiku: The salient questior s

Some three weeks ago, 
this paper reported a 
very m inor incident 

w hich  n ev e rth e le ss  has 
great significance. The story 
emanated from an incident 
which took place at the IBB 
Golf Club, Abuja. It involved 
six key characters: Mallam 
Nasir el-Rufai, the FCT Min­
ister; Agnes Obi Odu, the

rebuke, seeing that their at­
tempt to weep louder than 
the bereaved had failed mis­
erably and rather than pro­
fusely apologise to Ambas­
sador Odu for the unjustified 
injury done to his name, the 
management brought a new 
charge against him by accus­
ing him of using abusive lan­
guage in his letter protest-

“In fact, the most surpris­
ing thing about this whole 
unwholesome incident is 
that the principal actors in­
volved in the^suspension 
saga - the captain and sec­
retary - are said to be law­
yers; one of them a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria to boot . What has that one been ad­
vocating all along that 
someone has seen it f i t  to 
crown him “senior advo­
cate/^ I  guess he has been 
advocating nothing but in­
justice. 99
wife o f  A m bassador Obi 
Odu, Nigeria’s former envoy 
to South Korea and Obi Odu 
him self on the one hand, and 
the Captain and Secretary of 
the IBB G olf Club on the 
other.

According to the story, af­
ter a round o f games, Agnes 
Obi Odu and other members 
were engaged in some chit­
chat with the minister. When 
someone in the group com­
mended el-Rufai’s efforts in 
making Abuja a more livable 
place, Mrs Odu chipped in 
that the minister should al­
low the milk o f human kind­
ness to bear on the demoli­
tion o f  illegal structures.

el-Rufai, who obviously 
has heard this kind o f plea 
over a thousand  and one 
times, accepted the comment 
in good faith. But the man­
agement o f the club saw the 
comment in a different light. 
They felt it constituted some 
form o f harassm ent o f  the 
minister. In the usual N ige­
rian eye-service mentality, 
the captain  and secretary  
saw that innocent enough 
comment as an affront.

They  im m ed ia te ly  
slammed an indefinite sus­
pension on Obi Odu for the 
comments made by his wife. 
When el-Rufai heard o f the 
action taken against the am­
bassador, he w rote to the 
management to revoke the 
suspension or else he would 
withdraw further patronage 
o f the club.

Rather,.thyn .f<?pi em bar­
rassed by the m inister's loud

ing his unjust suspension. 
This sm ells like a plot to 
damn the former diplomat at 
all cost using all sorts o f ex­
cuses. I f  one fails, invent 
another.

This is quite typical o f our 
leaders. They are never ever 
humble enough to admit that 
they have erred and take ap­
propriate action towards res­
titution. They often carry on 
arrogantly  by saying that 
they are not only in author­
ity, but that they also wield 
power. They must win every 
case against reason, against 
com m onsense and against 
fairness and equity. W hat 
sort o f justice is it that pun­
ishes a man for the alleged 
sin o f his wife?

This rather ridiculous in­
c id en t w hich  o rd in a rily  
should not merit the atten­
tion o f a serious-minded col­
um nist is sign ifican t, be­
cause it is a perfect illustra­
tion of the culture of arbitrari­
ness that has taken root in 
the governance o f  our af­
fairs.

There is a tendency among 
those who are e ither ap ­
pointed or elected to hold 
power in trust for us at what­
ever level to see that power 
is theirs to w ield anyhow 
they want to. They proceed 
from this arrogant mindset to 
act with total disregard to the 
feelings o f  others and they 
do not bother about the sta­
tus or image o f anyone else.

It is this culture that ex­
plains the unjust daserts^that 
Odu is getting from (he man­

agem ent o f  the IBB G olf 
Club.

First o f all, the constitution 
o f  the club states unambigu­
ously thus:

“The executive Committee 
shall suspend any member 
found guilty o f  misconduct.” 
From information available 
to us, the executive commit­
tee did not meet before the 
indefinite suspension order 
was imposed on Odu. This 
is a clear violation o f  the 
club’s constitution.

Thirdly, before the sus­
pension, Odu was not even 
g iven  a chance  to say 
whether or not he supported 
his w ife’s opinion. Have the 
captain and secretary ever 
heard of the doctrine o f “fair- 
hearing” in law? The little 
adm inistrative law I read 
years ago tells me that be­
fore you can take any disci­
plinary step against anyone, 
you must give that person a 
chance to defend himself.

In fact, the most surpris­
ing thing about this whole 
unw holesom e incident is 
that the principal actors in­
volved in the suspension 
saga - the captain and secre­
tary - are said to be lawyers; 
one o f them a Senior Advo­
cate o f Nigeria to boo t. What 
has that one been advocat­
ing all along that someone 
has seen it fit to crown him 
“senior advocate/” I guess 
he has been ad v o ca tin g  
nothing but injustice.

It is however not entirely 
surprising that the leading 
characters in this shameful 
incident are law yers. For 
when the Book o f Infamy is 
on Nigeria’s bad governance 
these past forty years, the 
tribe o f lawyers is going to 
feature prominently in it. For 
if  you cast your mind back 
to the days o f  military dicta­
torship, law yers were the 
ones who drafted all those 
draconian laws with ouster 
clauses to deny the citizens 
the right to seek redress in a 
court o f law. They were also 
the people who enthusiasti­
cally went to court to defend 
patently unjust laws.

Until this incident, I used I 
to think that a golf club is J 
m ade up o f  largely  
honourable men and women.
I used to think that it is a 
place where the rich and the 
idle congregate to take life 
easy, relax very well and fix 
deals. If, as I have sadly seen, 
it is a place where unreason­
able law yers w ho cannot 
even obey the rule which 
even they have made to guide 
their conduct reign supreme, 
then it is not a place I will not 
go to when I grow up soon 
and become an idle rich.

I commend Mallam Nasir 
el-Rufai for his very prin­
cipled stance on this issue. I 
condemn the egoistic spirit 
in the heart o f some members 
o f the management commit­
tee o f  the IBB G o lf Club 
which has made it impossible 
fo r them tp quietly apologise 
■for an error they have made.

I t was “cow boy” Ronald 
Reagan, the late President of 
the United States o f America 

who through exceptional witti­
cism characterised the youth, 
(misguided youth?) more as a 
burden than ju st a positive 
bundle o f energy and promise.

During the president’s debate 
marking the peak of America’s 
election campaigns, the then 
President Jimmy Carter wanted 
to play the “age” game to the 
disadvantage of his much older 
challenger, Reagan. A question 
was therefore specifically di­
rected at Reagan to tell the elec­
torate if the age gap would not 
jeopardise his electoral fortunes, 
since the workload of the office 
of the President of America is so 
demanding, thus making people 
less able to effectively deliver.

To the surprise of the audi­
ence, Reagan feigned anger and 
then mockingly retorted “Please, 
do not bring into this serious 
debate the question of youth in­
experience.” Indeed, the thunder­
ous mocking laughter from the 
audience that followed was evi­
dence enough that the wisdom 
of age had conquered the inexpe­
rience of youth. Jimmy Carter’s 
main weapon of attack, young 
age, became his albatross. He lost 
the presidential debate and in­
deed lost the presidency to 
Reagan. Dr Olugbenga Olufemi 
Obasanjo, President Obasanjo’s 
son, was recently in the eye of 
the storm when in an interview 
credited to him in the January 9, 
2006, edition o f The News maga­
zine; he made unsavoury attacks 
on the nation’s number two citi­
zen, Vice P resident Atiku 
Abubakar and some other promi­
nent Nigerians. Was it a ques­
tion of youth and inexperience?

Firstly, Gbenga accused Atiku 
of regarding “the Presidency as 
his birthright” of which by im­
plication he meant that the vice 
president regards himself as more 
qualified to occupy the Presi­
dency than any other Nigerian. 
Secondly, he accused Atiku of 
being possessed by an “un­
quenchable greed” of which if 
he’s allowed to become the next 
president, there would be no 
stopping Nigerian resources from 
becoming his. To further anchor 
his truth of the “greed” allega­
tion, Dr Gbenga Obasanjo told 
Nigerians through the same in­
terview that Atiku and his allies 
used the privatisation process to 
buy offNigeria. He gave the ex­
ample of the “Pentascope deal” 
and the “sale of AP” through 
which Atiku and company alleg­
edly sold Nigeria to themselves. 
He then challenged Nigerians to 
check the Corporate Affairs 
Commission for the “true” own­
ers of Pentascope.

Gbenga Obasanjo also in­
sinuated that the vice president 
used his “boys,” notably Nasir 
el-Rufa’i, the erstwhile Direc­
tor General o f the Bureau of 
Public Enterprises (BPE) and 
now FCT minister to milk the 
nation  dry th rough  the 
p riv a tisa tio n  body and el- 
Rufa’i's shadow men like Mr 
Jimi Lawal.

But the most telling declara­
tion  o f  th is  son o f  the 
president’s was on the contro­
versial third term bid o f his fa­
ther, General (Chief) Olusegun 
Obasanjo. He was emphatic 
that his father is not interested 
in any third term , but that 
prominent Nigerians, and in 
fact, Americans are the ones 
pushing him to it so as to stop 
Atiku Abubakar from his suc­
cession bid; which if achieved, 
would spell economic doom for 
the^ation." , i of -2
, Mala in Qarba Sijehu,,? media 
assistant and spokesm an to

By Rabi’u Bako

Atiku Abubakar had in a press 
statement told the nation that 
the vice president will not dig­
nify the ranting of a boy the age 
of his son with a response. More 
so that the “the young man” 
does not have a platform other 
than being the president’s son. 
He indirectly labelled Gbenga as 
“rude” and “uncultured” to at­
tack a functionary old enough 
to be his father. It is for the vice 
president’s lack o f response 
that we the political observers 
found it expedient to raise some 
fundamental questions on this 
unusual happening in the politi­
cal terrain.

The Sun newspaper o f Janu­
ary 12, 2006 reported on its 
page 4 that President Obasanjo 
was livid with anger against 
Gbenga on this interview, to the 
point of driving him out o f his 
Otta farm house. It also con­
firmed that Gbenga sought ref­
uge with the obas o f his land, 
notably the Aw ujale  o f 
Ijebuland, Oba Sikiru Adetona, 
who advised the young man to 
go and refute the allegations as 
contained in the interview , 
which would be a prelude to rec­
onciliation with his father.

The nation now knows that 
Gbenga through his lawyer, S.O. 
Ajayi and co., has refuted the 
contents of the interview, insist­
ing that it was not a “formal in­
terview” conducted but a “pri­
vate discussion” that was em­
bellished  by the reporter 
Omoyele Sowore and published.

If indeed Gbenga knew that 
The News did not do justice to 
this “private discussion,” why 
did he wait till the Oba urge him 
to refute the story; an action 
that came rather late? Why must 
he have waited for his father’s 
anger before rushing to the law­
yers to seek the magazine’s apol­
ogy through them when the 
damaging aspersions were di­
rected at no less a person than a 
whole vice president?

Another curious thing is that 
in the interview, he lambasted 
the Nigerian press as being 
greedy, corrupt, “a hungry 
bunch” and without any honour. 
Yet he gave this reporter a lift in 
his car from Seme border to 
Lagos, and allowed himself to 
be involved in sensitive discus­
sions of this magnitude with the 
same pressm an. What good 
judgements do we then ascribe 
to Gbenga for him to have ex­
pected honour and fairness from 
a representative of a lot he him­
self condemned as dishonourable 
and unprofessional?

More importantly, however. 
Gbenga in his rebuttal has not 
challenged the substance of the 
interview but only the so-called 
“embellishments.” Since it is a 
truism that there is no smoke 
without fire, Sowore could not 
have manufactured those words 
from a vacuum and then made 
an imaginary interview, and then 
perhaps mischievously ascribed 
it to Gbenga.

And if  Gbenga said these 
damaging words, presumably 
in private, does it make it right 
for a young man of his age, oc­
cupying a sensitive position of 
being a president’s son, to ut­
ter those words to a journalist? 
As Oscar Wilde, the famous 
British writer would say, “By 
their words you shall know 
them.” And like the African 
writer, Ayi Kwei Armah would 
write, “Guarded words only 
come from a guided soul.” If ut­
tered words are reflections of 
bottled-up feelings, do we then 
conclude thSt what^Gberrga 
said, tho'd'gh a$;ar“fffivaie"3is- 
cfiSsirut,*' ite -iftrlie feflKMWrfof

the beliefs o f his inner mm <n 
Atiku, el-Rufa’i, Jimi Law a 
Nigerian press, etc? More 
rying however is the asser mi 
of Malam Garba Shehu wht n 
the press statement he thr i 
challenge that “let the n k 
come off the face of the 
querade and we shall face . . h 
other.” Who then is the “ it 

querade” using Gbenga as ie 
“mask?” If President Obas.: 
Gbenga's father, is know: io 
have open rift with Atik,. is 
Gbenga not unwittingly gi . g 
the nation a reason to sus; -cl 
that the president is indeed ie 
“masquerade” urging his -on 
on? ^

In fairness to the presid. >t. 
he has responded through -is 
spokeswoman, Mrs Remi < >.
by dismissing his son's diar >e 
as “embarrassing, unfortu1 -\ 
and regrettable” and "whit io
not reflect the views ot r
President and his govemmc 
But Atiku’s spokesman is n- 
phatic that the younc m . s 
only p latform  is bem;.’ ie
president’s son. And if as < o 
said, “the president does >t 
bring any member ofhis fan > 
directly or indirectly nto s 
political relationships." >. 
did Gbenga get to know ot ill 
these restricted informatio!

Ordinarily, one would w - 
come the terse statement tr in 
Mrs Oyo as a reflection of ne 
president’s bitter heart on n is  
interview; but bitter on wh : ’ 
Gbenga was definite that hi' •- 
ther “is a man of integrity" > > 
“has no intention to reman n 
office beyond 2007.'' W hen e 
third term issue gathered r  - 
m entum , A m erica, at le st 
through what Gbenga cal 
“scripted public statemen' 
denounced it. The response w as 
open, timely, and clear.

In Oyo’s entire statemt. 
however, there is nowhere 11 at 
the Presidency even mentior d 
the third term issue, which o 
us is central to the whole « c- 
bate. Is the president’s an. r 
against his son then not to v> 
with Gbenga’s repeated as^ r- 
tions in the in terview  t t 
Obasanjo will not be back t i 
third term? Is the anger re.: \ 
against the “damaging" allc;_ t- 
tions on the vice president ' f 
Oyo really wanted to douse e 
fire, why did she not zero her 
presidential response to spc 
ics, rather than a generalis e n 
that sympathised with no one 
in particu lar but only c o n ­
demned the interviewee'1 It i- f 
course highly unlikely that th, e 
will be any connivance o f s. - 
between a distinguished far r 
o f the president’s credent - 
and a “belligeren t"  son ' 
Gbenga’s academic staturi 
the son to speak the mind t 
the father and the father to h e 
behind public rebuttal.

Whatever is the true posit on 
o f things, Gbenga’s youth .1 
exuberance in stirring  t e 
hornet's nest may not abc 
so short a time, if the Preside: • 
does not clear the third te n 
controversy on time.

If Gbenga’s intention w j -  > 

use the m edia to enhaiuc  
somebody’s political chancc- r 
jeopard ise  an o th er 's , 
shouldhave saved himself i c 
discomfort o f a bitter con" 
versy o f elevating trivial issi  ̂
to dramatic heights. God is 1 e 
only Giver of power. After . 
the examples o f Chief E rm 't 
Shonekan and that of the !, v  
Chief Moshood K. O. Abiola n 
getting or not getting pow - 
should suffice for any soh.r 
mind.
i llhaji'Habi’U Bako nr off . 

fro m  M o, 4* Ah mudu He'
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L E T T E R S
Politics of Iran’s nuclear programme
George W. Bush, the 

p res id en t o f  the 
U nited  S tates o f  

America described Iran as 
one of the axis o f evils along 
with six other countries in 
2001 when it was discovered 
that Iran was undertaking a 
nuclear programme. But Iran 
is not the only developing 
country that is constructing 
nuclear programme; North 
K orea, Ind ia , P ak istan , 
among others, are undertak­
ing sim ilar nuclear p rog­
rammes.

However, what makes Iran 
a special case is because of 
her non-submissive posture 
tow ards the USA. In the 
analysis o f the USA, Iran is 
an Islamic Republic and there­
fore Iran could use nuclear 
weapons to promote terror­
ism. On January 17,2006, the 
U nited  N ations Security  
Council met and decided to 
sanction Iran over its nuclear 
programme. This is an “ani- | 
mal farm” syndrome in inter­
national politics. Although 
the court has the right to ! 
maintain internal peace, Iran I 
equally has the right to de- | 
velop any weapon for de- I 
fence as a sovereign state.

M eanw hile, as Iran be­
comes the focus o f interna­
tional community on nuclear 
programme, Israel is secretly 
developing her own nuclear 
programme but it is a taboo 
to discuss Israel’s nuclear 
weapon. This reminds us of 
George Orwell’s phrase th a t , 
“all anim als are equal but 
some are more equal than oth­
ers.” Furthermore, the USA 
has been spending billions o f 
dollars on research to build 
bombs that would penetrate 
underground bunkers. No 
country  is given the m o­
nopoly to construct deadly 
w eapons and thus every  
country has the right to pro­
tect itself by manufacturing 
any weapon.

The bias against Iran is too 
glaring. Pakistan before the 
September 11,2001 terrorist

attack on the USA was under 
various sanctions by the 
Western world on the pre­
tence o f military take-over by 
General M usharaff and the 
nuclear programme. However, 
as Pakistan became support­
ive o f  USA’s attack on Af­
ghanistan on the excuse o f 
looking for Osama bin Laden 
whom they suspected to be­
ing behind the attack o f Sep­
tem ber 11, 2001, General 
M usharaff was forgiven and 
asked to organise referendum 
to give legitimacy to his re­
gime. Since then, Pakistan has

benefited significantly from 
financial and other kinds of 
aids as compensation for her 
support in spite of its well- 
known nuclear programme.

On the contrary, Iran re­
fused to support USA to re­
move Saddam Hussein from 
power despite the fact that 
Saddam Hussein fought war 
w ith Iran  for eight years 
(1 9 8 0 -1 9 8 8 ) and U SA 
strongly supported Saddam 
th ro u g h o u t the war. Iran 
therefore has the right to un­
dertake nuclear programme 
with uranium enrichment be­

cause the agreement on arms 
control is being breached 
constantly by the principal 
signatories.

The dynamics o f interna­
tional politics does not allow 
any superpower to reign ex­
ternally and USA will not be 
an exception. Peripheries mal­
treated may have opportuni­
ties to retaliate when a super­
p ow er co un try  becom es 
weak. The USA and her allies 
should apply the principles of 
fair play, justice and equity in 
international politics. The 
po licy  o f  “ iron bend ing”

could not work in the long 
run.

The lesson is that if  there 
shou ld  be p eace  in the 
world, the W estern w orld 
must show fairness in the 
trea tm en t o f  friends and 
foes. The so-called terrorism 
by Islamic fundamentalists is 
as a result o f  injustice. No 
human being derives plea­
sure in killing others with­
out any justifiable reason, 
rightly or wrongly.

Finally, with her nuclear 
programme, whether it is for 
electricity, nuclear weapons

or water supply, 
sue should be equj 
gradually like tha 
Korea’s unless th< 
den hatred or moi 

If  Iran must gi 
nuclear program it 

pressure must be 
Israel to abandon 
nu c lea r w eapor 
should be no disc' 
but balanced equ.; 
temational politu 

A b d u lla h i M< 
Yamma, E d itori 
member, Media 7 
ited, Abuja.
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o f  North 

•re is hid-
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Councillor Bala deserves commendation
Please, permit me a space 

in your w idely read 
new spaper to express 

my view on the achievements 
so far made by Honourable 
Bala Faruk, Councillor for the 
UmaruMajigi ‘B" ward in Bida, 
Niger State.

This is to let Nupe-speaking 
people know that the legacy left 
by Alhaji baruk, the then Tafidan 
N upe was picked up by his son, 
Bala. He lives an exemplary’ life 
which the rest of the elected 
members should emulate.

Indeed, he has honesty, fair­
ness, equity, justice, peace, 
accountability and good gov­
ernance as his watchwords.

Every indigene o f Umaru 
Majigi 'B ' ward now has a sense 
of belonging as the councillor 
embarked on the promotion of 
ethno-religious tolerance, 
socio-economic development 
and people’s empowerment in 
the following areas:

On education -  he provides 
free educational materials in his 
ward for school children. He also 
donated furniture to some 
schools in addition to extra-mu­
ral lessons which he initiated for 
students. This is aimed at boost­
ing their morale educationally.

On healthcare delivery sys­
tem, Honourable Bala Faruk has 
always been assisting  his 
people by paying the hospital 
bills o f many o f  them.

Similarly, in the area o f eco­
nomic development, he has set 
up an economic think-tank for 
rapid economic development 
and wealth generation drive. He 
also formed women cooperative 
societies for the complete pov­
erty eradication in his ward.

Indeed, the councillor has 
been mobilising the people to 
embark on self-help, especially

the reconstruction o f  some 
classrooms in Abubakar Anike 
Model Primary School and the 
effort is still on.

From his intim idating 
records, it is obvious that he 
needs to be elected for the sec­
ond term as councillor or chair­
man to represent Bida town, so 
that his dream of giving soft 
loans to mass transit opera­

tions and commercial trans­
portation for people will be 
realised. It is on record that 
Honourable Bala Faruk is a 
highly accomplished politician 
and a great philanthropist.

I therefore strongly advise 
youths and masses to stand 
firmly by this gentleman and 
bring him back to serve 
through their votes in 2007

ve

to is

election in Niger S’ .
This is huge I 

Honourable Bala 1 r 
for his people trance 
ery other consider, 
the hope for the '<
Umaru M agiji'B ' id the en­
tire people of Bida i wn.

Mohammed Ihi Hachiko 
(Nmayete), 511 i. Hi da, 
Niger State.

Chris Ngige and Anambra 2007 election
This presentation is not 

intended to be a mar­
keting strategy to sell 

Chief (Dr) Chris Nwabueze 
Ngige to the good people of 
Anambra State as he has not 
declared his intention to run 
in 2007. But the reality on 
ground indicates that while 
others, both pretenders and 
contenders, may be trying to 
build bridges o f understand­
ing and association among 
the people o f  the state, Dr 
Chris Ngige stands out as the 
b ridge  itse lf , -having c e ­
m ented and netw orked  a 
strong and purposeful rela­
tionship among the people o f 
the state through his large­
heartedness.

His vision for the state is 
driven by the motto -  ‘one 
state, one people, and one 
d es tin y .’ A nd th is  un d er­
scores his age-long held prin­

ciple that guides his relation­
ship with the low and mighty 
in the state. Dr Chris Ngige is 
a very successful man whose 
success flows not from his 
material possession, but from 
the m any lives he has 
touched with his love and 
kindness and his invaluable 
contributions to the develop­
ment ofNigeria in general and 
Anambra State in particular.

It is the expectation o f  this 
writer that this write-up will 
be a useful resource material 
to aid the reader in making 
positive and informed choice 
when the chips are down in 
2007.

D r N gige  is a honest, 
simple and a distinguished 
administrator. Four golden 
virtues capture his rise in ser­
vice. These include hard 
work, commitment, humility, 
and abiding faith in God.

T hese v irtu es  w ere 
recognised early in his career 
and harnessed to enhance 
his best potentials, which 
were deeply appreciated ev­
erywhere he had worked. His 
serv ices  w ere at tim es 
needed by different minis­
tries at the same time when 
he was with the Federal Min­
istry of Health.

Despite the high position 
Chris Ngige has attained in 
life, he remains a man o f un­
believable simplicity, humil­
ity and civility . W hoever 
comes close to him is in for a 
shock from receiving huge 
doses o f these rare qualities 
from a man o f such high so­
cial standing.

He’s a man o f principle who 
takes every word he says se­
riously - humble, accessible 
and a person ready to listen 
to all. His ability to imitate,

plan and execute pi tecN’hat 
will better the l o t e  people 
is not in content 10

Dr Ngige came i appreci­
ate early in life w h. it means 
to lack the basic i cessities 
o f life, an expericn . that un­
derpins his cardina innciple 
in reaching out to pc ople and 
bringing succour ai comfort 
to the doorsteps ot as many 
com m unities as ro s  sib le. 
Countless numbe o f indi­
v id ua ls, corns m in es, 
organisations and . hurches 
have benefited fror his gen­
erosity.

Finally, ! am ad\ sing the 
good people  o f  A nam bra 
State to persuade th - gentle­
man to run for second term in 
2007 so that he car . ontinue 
to deliver d e m o c m c  divi­
dends to the state.

Tochukwu Okek<. No. y, 
Oranye Street, Onir ha.



Page I t Daily Trust T u e s d a y .  J a n u a r y  2 4 .  2IK)(>

They say democracy is a 
game o f numbers; the 
bigger the number, the 

brighter the chances of the 
gladiators at the polls. Since 
representa-tive democracy is 
actually the tyranny of 
numbers, the man with 
numerical superiority is the one 
who carries the day. Someone 
actually defined democracy as 
the tyranny o f the majority. 
Numbers and democracy are 
inextricably tied together. This 
is also true of demography and 

: revenue allocation. The region 
; or state with greater numerical 
I figure and demographic details 
| is the one that gets the bigger 
pie from the federation account.

In developed democracies 
| and advanced economies, 

demographic figures are not 
j just for winning elections; they 

are also for strategic social and 
! economic plans. But in the 

Third World and especially 
post-colonial Africa, population 
figures have remained 
contentious and deeply 
political.

In Nigeria, the politics of an 
acceptable census figure has 
seen the South, limited by 
geography and culture, kicking 
against the North’s superior 
numerical strength.

By accident o f geography 
and deliberate cultural acts, the 

I N orth’s superior numerical 
I strength has remained 

unassailable. Since 1911 when 
I census was first conducted to 
Il991 when census was last 
| conducted, the North has 

suffered reversal for the crudest 
| political reasons. Northern 

‘bloated’ population is about to 
receive the unkindest cut from 
those currently working to 
defile the constitution. The 
campaign to depopulate the 
North began a long time ago 
when it became apparent that 
power would have to return to 
the North by 2007. In the build­
up to the 2003 presidential 
election, a jittery South, fearful 
of political defeat by the North,

Census 2006: Has North been rigged out already?
began to fiddle with census 
figures.

Gradually, the campaign to 
‘k ill’ Northerners in the 
impending census assumed 
arrant visibility. It is doubtful if 
the North will have a fair deal in 
the forthcoming national 
headcount. It is now ccrtain that 
Census 2006 has already been 
rigged in favour f  the South. 
Southern elite kick-started the 
campaign to ‘depopulate’ the 
North. They are likely to be 
assisted by the agencies of the 
state including the National 
Population Commission (NPC), 
the statutory body saddled 
with the task of counting all 
Nigerians.

Critics of higher population 
in the North have advanced 
various reasons for that. The 
reasons range from the sublime 
to the ridiculous and the 
outright bizarre. The likes of 
Yoruba irredentist, Abraham 
Adesanya, Igbo intellectual, 
Chief Emeka Anyaoku and 
political rabble-rouser, Chief 
Olabode George have, at 
various times, sneered at the 
idea of more people resident in 
the North than in the South.

No Nigerian leader has 
demonstrated a healthy 
disregard for the constitution 
and a healthier contempt for the 
citizens than Obasanjo.We 
thought that the ballot box 
would ease him out and replace 
him with a competent leader. 
We, the ordinary Nigerians, 
thought wrongly. Kano whose 
population is less than half the 
population of Lagos has 44 
local governments, while Lagos 
has 20. If you base revenue 
allocation on local government, 
Kano will get more than 
Lagos...”

For the record, Kano has a 
bigger landmass. In fact, she is 
almost three times the size of 
Lagos. It is, therefore, not

By Ali M.Ali

surprising if Kano had twice the 
number of local governments. 
Kano has a sheer landmass of 
20,760 square kilometres to 
Lagos’ slightly above 8,000 
square kilometres.

At the December-19,2005 
Southern governors summit in 
Enugu, Cmdr Olabode George 
who doubles as the deputy 
chair of the PDP, South-West 
more or less thundered that “all 
over the world, more people 
populate the South, but in 
Nigeria it is not so. The coming 
census will address that...”

Add all these to the National 
Population Commission’s 
recently released number of 
teams to the states for the 
impending census exercise.

The temptation to conclude 
that the North has been rigged 
out before the Census 2006 was 
even conducted is very strong.

The NPC is sending 22,000 
teams to Kano, the largest state 
with the highest number of 
Enumerated Areas (EAs) in the 
polity, while Lagos with a lower 
figure is hosting over 25,000 
teams for the same exercise. It 
is instructive to note that Kano 
has 36,000 EAs while Lagos has 
26,000. In the wisdom of the 
NPC, Kano is better served by 
over 3,000 less number of teams 
than Lagos!!!

Olabode George and 
company cite geography as the 
reason why the North should 
be sparsely populated. 
According to the ex-Naval 
chief, the ‘arid’ and, therefore, 
barren North makes it highly 
improbable, impossible actually, 
for the region to harbour more 
people than the South. Nothing 
can be further from the truth.

I don’t know where George 
received his knowledge of 
geography; it certainly can’t be 
from regular books on

geography authored by 
dispassionate minds like Clark 
(1975) who profoundly 
debunked the unscientific 
theories propounded by 
George et al. But then, the PDP 
leader has a rancid reputation 
for cooking up figures. 
Remember how he, along with 
his band o f foot soldiers, 
routed the AD in the South- 
West in the 2003 election by 
means that were hardly straight

George’s brief was to deliver 
the zone at all costs to the 
rampaging PDP. Until then, the 
South-West had been a 
recurring source of political 
embarrassment to the 
Commander-in-Chief. No 
elected president in the past had 
worn Obasanjo’s badge of total 
rejection by his own people. 
George delivered the South- 
West with clinical precision. He 
combined his PDP leadership 
with the chairmanship of the 
Board of NPA.

All historical and 
geographical accounts 
confirmed that the most 
densely-populated areas are 
the savannah zones, which in 
Nigeria, is the North.

The renowned geographer 
Clark (1975:230) debunks 
George’s argument that ‘the 
forest, industrial and urban 
South’ should be more 
populous than “desert, 
agricultural rural North.” 
According to Clark, “the most 
densely-populated climate 
zones tend to be those of the 
savannah (as found in Northern 
Nigeria) and the Mediterranean 
climates where there is a marked 
division into rainy and dry 
seasons. Except in certain areas 
where powerful cultures have 
evolved, most forests have 
been associated with low 
population density, not only 
because o f the thickness o f 
vegetation and the difficulties

o f clearing, but also of 
diminution of soil fertility after 
clearance and high incidence of 
diseases, as well as limitations 
of human technology to tackle 
such environment.”

It is discernible, therefore, 
that tropical rain forest regions 
are hostile to human growth 
and habitation.

Indeed, Beaujeu-Garnier 
(1978), another population 
geographer, corroborated this 
assertion. He describes the 
tropical rain forest as 
“impenetrable, indestructible 
and hostile in every way to 
human life. The soil can only 
support mere and infrequent 
harvests. Man is a marginal 
being, menaced and infested.”

Going by these 
incontrovertible facts, 
therefore, it is understandable 
why the South is sparsely- 
populated. First, its difficult 
terrain makes human habitation 
a difficult experience. Secondly, 
it has not been conducive for 
the cultivation of a wide variety 
of crops and animal pasturing. 
The menace o f Tsetse fly 
prevalent in the South makes 
animal farming an impossible 
task. The economic life of the 
people is centred on the 
cultivation of root and tree 
crops such as palm products, 
yams, cassava, kola nuts, 
cocoa, etc.

The North on the other hand 
is conducive for large-scale 
agriculture. Its vast plain land 
makes the cultivation of food 
and cash crops such as maize, 
beans and cotton possible. 
Animal husbandry is done with 
relative ease compared to the 
tropical rain forest forest in the 
South.

The notably varied 
geography between Northern 
and Southern Nigeria has 
encouraged economic 
specialisation among the

The North and presidency in 2007
olitics is about 
achieving interests and 
how the interests are 

achieved depend on many 
factors such as opportunity, 
negotiation, bargain power, 
population, and in the African 
context, survival of the fittest. 
Dialogue is very fundamental. 
The ability to convince others 
to one’s side is a skill often 
applied in politics.

The North in the current 
political realities in Nigeria 
needs to dialogue. The 
dialogue is not to compromise 
the fundamental issue which 
is the presidency returning to 
the North in 2007. The 
dialogue is to attain political 
stability in the polity.

Nigeria is a plural society 
and it is difficult to achieve 
and m aintain stable 
dem ocratic governm ent in 
plural societies. Although this 
is not an academic discourse, 
it is relevant here to refer to 
Aristotle’s adage that a state 
aims at being as far as it can 
be, a society is composed of 
equals and peers." He says 
that social homogeneity and 
political consensus are 
regarded as prerequisites for 
or factors strongly conducive 
for stable democracy. The 
deep social divisions and 
political differences within 
p lural societies are held 
responsible for instability and 
breakdown in democracies.

For the North to secure the 
presidency in 2007, it needs 
to unite. So far, §o good.

People with different political 
orientations have been
coming together to achieve 
this set goal. The most 
appreciable efforts in this 
direction are those o f 
Generals Muhammadu Buhari 
and Ibrahim Babangida, two 
former heads of state. The 
m eeting o f  the two past 
leaders recently with 
Governor Orji Uzor Kalu of 
Abia State with C hief
Odumegwu Ojukwu in 
Umuahia is very
com m endable. Their
genuineness in coming
together was not only for the 
North but for the unity o f 
Nigeria is worthy of emulation. 
If  they continue to work 
together like this, history will 
judge them as good and many 
will regard them as heroes.

The political heavyweights 
o f  the South and North 
should parley more for lasting 
political understanding in 
order to have peace. Peace is 
instrumental for development 
and progress. The complaint 
of marginalisation by almost 
all parts o f the country is 
because o f lack o f 
developm ent. O therw ise, 
people would not bother 
much where the president 
comes from provided he can 
perform and deliver.

The era o f sentim ental 
politics is gradually phasing 
out. Poverty knows no 
boundary and since the 
essence of life is to live good

By Abdullahi Mohammed 
Yamma
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is moving to what we can get 
rather than who rules.” The 
reason why all these 
agitations for rotation and 
zoning are prominent in the 
present situation of Nigerian 
politics is because we are still 
evolving politically, currently 
at the lower ladder. The reason 
is obvious - the long military 
rule. Politicians have just 
regained their political 
freedom, which they had not 
got for a long time now to 
express them selves.
However, with time, all the 
emotional outbursts will give 
way to rationalism.

Young Nigerians seem to 
understand one another 
better than the old generation 
since they have better 
opportunity o f  interaction 
either by schooling or 
w orking together. For 
example, in those days, civil 
servants preferred state 
government jobs to those at 
the federal level because of 
fear of intimidation from the 
unknown, but the reverse is 
now the case. I am not saying 
that the older generations are 
Nigeria’s political problems, 
but their early exposure at 
formative stage was largely 
lim ited to their local 
environm ents, which 
narrowed some o f their 
perceptions. Hence, many of 
them aje ...s till. sectional. „
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cham pions. The only 
profession that has promoted 
nationalism right from the 
colonial era is the military. 
Even when the military was 
highly politicised because of 
their involvem ent in the 
governance o f  the country, 
they still maintained respect 
for seniority and love for their 
subordinates irrespective of 
where any of them came from.

This is one of the reasons 
that the retired m ilitary 
officers have now become 
formidable forces in Nigeria’s 
political process. It is an 
extension of espirit de corps 
to political circle. While the 
civilian politicians will be 
calling even their seniors 
names anyhow in public, the 
military person (retired or 
serving) would keep mute.

The point being 
emphasised is that the present 
political realities should not 
be antagonistic struggle 
between the North and South; 
rather the leaders from the two 
parts of the country, whatever 
their party affiliations, should 
consider political stability and 
peace as param ount in 
Nigeria. Therefore, there must 
be political tolerance, which 
in this case is the power shift 
to the North. Military rule is 
an aberration and those who 
constantly argue that the 
North had ruled longer 
through military regimes is to 
regard illegality  as 
constitutionalism. It is true 
that Nigeria’s political history
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will not be complete without 
m entioning them; the fact 
however remains that they 
came in through gambling and 
which is coup d'etat. That 
was why they were not 
accountable to anybody. The 
process o f  planning and 
execution o f  coups is to 
organise a few trusted military 
colleagues and launch an 
attack by surprise. Success 
depends on luck. In 
democracy, wide consultation 
is compulsory. The playing of 
“martial music” to usher in a 
new adm inistration is not 
possible in democracy. One 
must campaign, bargain and 
perform. The retired military 
officers in politics should 
have now known that it is not 
business as usual.

Coming to the issue of third 
term syndrom e; those 
proposing it are working on 
the theory that there will be 
political crisis in 2007 because 
the North and South may not 
agree to concede presidency 
to each other, hence there will 
be an opportunity to maintain 
the status quo. They are, 
therefore, at this preliminary 
stage gauging the public 
opinion on its acceptability or 
otherwise to enable them give 
it constitutional backing or 
back-out. The idea o f 
continuity  o f  reform s is 
secondary since nobody is 
indispensable. Leadership 
styles differ; but for any 
person to prove his 
leadership qualities depend 
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people. This specialisation ha 
led to interaction and inter 
dependencies through tradi 
and commerce between the 
regions.

Ultimately, this has led to 
different patterns of populatioi 
growth. The North, naturally 
proved irresistible and friendlier 
to human existence.

Politically ancient empires 
and kingdoms had existed 
where population was dense 
This explains why larger and 
centralised political system- 
had existed in the North a- 
opposed to smaller and 
decentralised systems common 
in the South.

In contemporary Nigeria, 
two Relatively recent 
nationw ide exercises 
involving num bers, for 
example, had affirmed and 
confirmed the unassailable- 
lead of the North in terms ot 
population. The voter 
registration  and Nationa 
Identity card project- 
conducted ju st before the 
bogus election of 2003 art 
reference points.

But those intent on 
distorting history anc 
geography don’t care abou' 
these historical and 
geographical facts. U nles' 
those trying to defile the 
constitution have a sudder 
change of heart, population 
the main ‘resource’ o f  the 
North, will cease to be so 
They are set to doctor the 
figures.

Unless something realh 
dramatic happens, the Mard 
2006 National Census anc 
headcount has already beer 
rigged in favour o f  the 
South.Olabode George and the 
NPC have begun the process 
of doing just that.

Ali M. Ali wrote in from \ a  
248, ‘Yar Akwa, Naibawa 
Quarters, Kano, Nigeria.

on opportunity. W ithou 
having an opportunity, ever 
the best leaders in histore 
would not have been know r 
therefore, people should be 
given opportunities to serv 
through constant turnover ot 
leaders by elections.

The task o f maintaining 
democracy in Nigeria is the 
responsibility of all Nigerian- 
Democracy in Nigeria has ni- 
come cheap because o ! 
military rules. The curren' 
dem ocracy should be 
sustained and promoted b; 
all means by w orking ou' 
pragmatic political modalitie- 
that would solve lingering 
political problem s for the 
benefit of all Nigerians.

The recommendation her. 
is that the presidency shouK: 
come to the North in 2007 arn- 
stay for eight years and ther 
return to the South fo- 
another eight years and 
North again for another eight 
years. Thereafter, contest for 
the presidency should be 
open to all candidates frotr! 
any part o f the country since 
politicians should have 
become more mature 
politically  by then. The 
current efforts should be 
maintained to stabilise thi- 
hard-earned political 
dispensation. With time and 
patience, most N igeria - 
political problem s will be- 
solved. Let us endure an r 
tolerate one another b;- 
making necessary sacrifices 
as circum stances ma\ 
demand for the sake of 
Nigeria.

A bdullah i Mohammed 
Yamma wrote in from  Abuju
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I o 1 ei n s il  tenisgs f !  t 

.rij aio lod rtBteb'B1? . .11 . i 
I*.'to 110.',! I x in .,r . ,



Page 12 Daily Trust Thursday, January 26, 2006

§131-001

Prick your finger, and a drop of red will'appear. Not a drop of white or a drop of black. 
Red. We may each be custom-made, but our identical interiors prove that indeed, 

there is uniqueness in our diversity. -Bill Clinton

F I R S T  I N L A N D  B A N K  PLC
HC11JT8

-.you re:, welcome
4/6; Adetokunbo Adernola Street. Victoria Island. Lagos. 
Tel: (01) 2622472-80 Fax: (01) 2622497. 
www.firstinlandbankplc.net

'Wm Wmmmm ' IPS

http://www.firstinlandbankplc.net


Thursday, January 26, 2006 /ruth I t list P a y .  11

World Report
Trust International
Iran welcomes Russian enrichment offer
Iran’s top nuclear n ego ­

tia tor  sa id  W ed n esd ay  
that Tehran view s M osc­
o w ’s offer to have Iran’s uran­

ium enriched in Russia as a 
positive developm ent but no 
agreement has been reached 
between the countries.

Chief negotiator Ali fari- 
jan i also reiterated  Iran ’s 
threat to renew enrichment 
activities if it is referred to the 
UN Security Council.

M oscow has proposed 
having Iran’s uranium enric­
hed in Russia, then returned 
to Iran for use in the country’s 
reactors a compromise'that 
could provide more oversight 
and ease tensions with the 
United States and European 
Union over Iran’s nuclear
program.

H aggling has continued  
over the specifics o f  the pro­
posal, including Tehran’s pro­
posal to have China involved  
in the R ussian enrichm ent 
process.

After talks with Russian 
Security Council chief Igor Iv­
anov, which included discu­
ssion of the plan, tarijani told 
a news conference: “Our view 
of this offer is positive, and 
we are trying to bring the pos­
itions o f the sides closer.” 

“This plan can be perfe­
cted in the future, during furt­
her talks that will be held in 
February,” he said.

Larijani suggested it wo­
uld take some time to work out 
details o f Russia’s proposal. 
Some critics allege the Irani­
ans are using the proposal to

stall for time as Western diplo­
m atic  pressure on Tehran  
mounts over its alleged nuc­
lear weapons program

Qn Tuesday, Larijani and 
jvanov said in a joint state­
m ent that Tehran’s nuclear 
standoff must be resolved by 
diplomatic efforts in the U N .  
atom ic watchdog agency.

The statement reflected 
Russia’s efforts to delay Ira­
n’s referral to the U.N. Secu­
rity Council and Moscow’s 
opposition to international 
sanctions against Tehran.

“Both sides expressed 
their desire to solve the issue 
in a diplomatic way within the 
framework o f the Interna­
tional Atomic Energy Agen­
cy,” Russia’s Security Council 
said after the two met.

Iran has warned that IAEA  
referral to the U N  Security Co­
uncil over its nuclear ambiti­
ons would lead it to m ove for­
ward with a full-scale uranium 
enrichment program, a possi­
ble precursor to making ato­
m ic weapons-

High-level diplomacy has 
in tensified  w ith little more 
than a w eek to go until the 
Feb. 2 m eeting o f  the IAEA’s 
35-nation board.

Prior to that session, Secr­
etary o f State Condoleezza 
Rice will attend an internat­
ional conference in London 
on Jan. 31 focusing on Afgha­
nistan, but department spoke­
sman Sean McCormack said 
Rice is expected to use the 
meeting to have discussions 
with key nations on Iran’s

nuclear program-
The N ew  York Times rep­

orted that the fo r e ip  m inis­
ters o f  the five  perm anent 
members o f  the UN Security 
Council Britain, France, Rus­
sia and China, in addition to 
the United States as w ell as 
Germ any w ould  attend the 
meeting-

British Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw urged Tehran on  
Tuesday to seriously consi­
der Russia’s offer to enrich its 
uranium in an effort to end the 
standoff.

Straw also said in an inte­
rview with The Associated 
Press that he hoped the IAEA 
would refer the matter to the 
Security Council.

The West fears Iran wants 
to develop a nuclear bomb but

Tehran says its intentions are 
peacefu l and that it w ants 
only civilian nuclear energy 

Iran removed IAEA seals 
from equipment Jan-10, end­
ing a 15-month moratorium, 
and a n n o u n ced  it w o u ld  
restart experiments including 
what it described as sm all- 
scale enrichment- The m ove 
led  n eg o tia to rs G erm any, 
Britain and France to call *'or 
the Feb. 2 emergency board 
session-

European countries bel­
ieve they have enough votes 
to haul Iran before the Secu­
rity Council but they want 
broad support including Rus­
sia, China and key developing 
nations.
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Alleged motel burglar 
leaves room number

Odd World

A"r\x

A  man on a weekend 
getaway was arrested 
after allegedly burgla­

rizing the Fort Bragg motel 
where he was staying, then

Tokyo man 
says ‘speU’ 
won him 
harem of 
10 wives

middle-aged Tokyo 
m an found  to be 
.living with 10 youn­

ger women said he attracted 
them by reciting an incanta­
tion that came to him in a 
dream.

The 57-year-old m an’s 
unusual living arrangements 
cam e to light w hen another 
w om an com plained to police  
that he ha<fc threatened her 
after she refused to jo in  his 
harem, K yodo new s agency  
said on W ednesday 

f‘I had a dream that told  
m e |  w ould becom e attractive 
to women i f  |  M M  » 
rimlar incantation n it Quotedlorn fr pjtfwwf
the man as spying.

A rapid series of weddings 
and divorces ths man withI I T m TWTT M il TT lfP n

a large group Of e * - w i m ,  
mostly in their 20s and 30s.
w ho shared h is siWWM  and 
continued to live w ith him-

Frenchman 
fined for 
attacking 

urinal artwork
A  F renchm an who 

attacked and dama­
ged “F ountain ,” a 

urinal declared a work o f art 
by D ada p io n eer M arcel 
Duchamp, was ordered Tues­
day to pay a fine of 214,000 
euros ($262,700).

A Paris court also gave 
Pierre Pinoncelli, 77, a three- 
month suspended sentence 
for taking a hammer to the 

: absurdist^rtwork, the second 
i time he has attacked it since 

1993. The attack last month 
left the ceramic urinal slightly 
cracked.

Duchamp was a leader of 
the Dada movement, an avant 
garde “anti-art” school o f the 
early 20th century that mo­
cked conventional standards, 
and “Fountain,” made in 1917 
— is considered one of the 
most influential artworks of its 
kind.

“Th-is w as a w ink at 
Dadaism,” Pinoncelli told the 
court in his defense. “1 wanted 

"icrpay 'homage'lo • the *Dada
spirit.”

leaving a note indicating  
where to find him.

Enrique Rodriguez Vasq- 
uez, 37, was arrested on suspi­
cion o f burglary and posses­
sion o f  m etham phetam ine 
after police confronted him at 
the Best Western motel room 
he’d described in the note.

Police found a computer 
hard drive, television satellite 
device and $200 reported 
missing from the motel, said 
Fort Bragg Police Lt. Floyd 
Higdon. The stolen equip­
ment was valued at $ 1,500.

Vasquez’s poorly spelled 
note berated the motel man­
ager for being absent from the 
office.

“There was no one here 
to attend us guest in rm427. 
You even left the office unatt­
ended. You could have been 
burglurized ... Your lucky I 
didn’t steele,” the note said 
in part.

Vasquez said his compa­
nion, Pana Lynn Jensen, 41, 
was unaware of the theft until 
afterward. She did however, 
admit owning half the metha- 
mphetamine and the stolen 
pash was in her suitcase, 
authorities said-

She was arrested on sus­
picion of possession ofstor 
len property and possession 
ofa pomrolM substance.

Thousands of Chinese passengers wait to board a train in Nanjing January 23,2006. Migrant workers in south China are i 
diapm  m  packed trains heading home far the Lunar A w  Year holiday because they have na access to a toilet, state media said Tuesday.

A really, really no-frills ride.
w  z . _  .. W  gest m ovem ent o f  humanity entatnrs called the shar

A M alaysian  w om an su rfin g  
the Internet.

M igrant workers in 
sou th  C h in a  are 
wearing adult (Map-

ers on Backed trains headtnn 
home for the Lunar New Year 
holiday because they have no
access to a toilet, state media 
said Tuesdav.

A bout 110 m illion  peas­
ants from C hina’s vast rural 
areas sw arm  the c it ie s  for  
work and all try to m ake it 
hom e for the holiday, filling  
all Standing room  on trains 
and making access to the toilet 
impossible during trips often 
lasting 24 hours or more.

“During the peak travel 
period last year, some passe­
ngers even became deranged 
on their journeys because of 
the conditions and jum ped 
out o f  the carriages,” the

China Paily said- 
The LHuaF N ew  Year, 

whieh this year starts on 
January 3«, is the biggest 
holiday in the Chinese-spea­
king world and family reuni­
ons prompt arguably the big­

gest movement of humanity 
on Earth- 

Many supermarkets in 
southern Foshan had repp- 
rtoda SO percent iberease in
sales of adult diapers &T the
train trips, the China Paily 
said in what some^caicommr

M
entators called the shame of 
the nation ” It did m  me* 
tion other cities.

Domestic med u mat rail­
ways mi China had ovujh  
orted 34  million atone
Monday, an alMim* high

Left without a leg to  stand on

A .........."........n Oregon man hurled 
both o f  his prosthetic 

-legs at a state trooper, 
striking him with one, after his 
son was arrested on suspi­

cion o f  drunken driving, police 
said on Monday.

T he incid en t on Friday 
began  w hen the trooper 
stopped a sport utility vehicle

Ohio man floored by 
gas bill for $8,095

L ewis Miller joked with 
his son as he opened 
his gas bill that the 

amount likely would give him 
a heart attack. Then, he saw 
that The Energy Cooperative 
o f  Newark had billed him 
$8,095 for the first nine days 
of service on his new account 
for his apartment.

“ I though t I w as ju s t 
going to lay down and die,” 
Miller said. He then had an 
anxious w eekend because he 
received the bill Friday and 
couldn’t get a hold o f the gas 
company until Monday.

_ .  When Miller reached the 
Energy Cooperative, the error

was corrected.
Brian Byrd, a spokesman 

for the u tility , said  the 
company apologized to Miller 
for its mistake.

“These things are very 
rare, but they can happen,” 
Byrd said.

The com pany suspects 
that a contractor mixed up or 
misread the numbers while 
taking a reading of M iller’s 
meter. The inform ation is 
downloaded into a computer 
that checks for billing errors 
by looking at what a customer 
was charged in the past. Since 
M iller’s account was new,

■ there was «othi»g to compare - 
it to, Byrd said.

Prdsthtffic legs tire s&tTontm! SidmifTerofh gyfttiiffsitwl iff 
an undated file  photo....

go in g  the w rong -a y  o*  a 
highw ay in southe 1 >regon.

The trooper at rst detai­
ned only the dn ver \dam  k  a- 
ckstetter, 26, after . became 
aggressive. But then his fat­
her, Joel Kackstettei 53, a pas­
senger in the veh . Ie. grew 
hostile, a police - okesman 
said.

The senio k . ksX tler 
charged at the am> g officer 
several times befo; ihe troo­
per knocked him t he grou­
nd, according to ie police 
report.

“Passenger r. io \e d  a 
prosthetic leg and rcv\ it at 
trooper, hitting opei in
chest. Passenger rem o\ed  
second leg, threw r it trooper 
but missed," the \>rr said

The father and son face 
multiple charges lcluding 
assault on a pub c safety 
officer.

“It got to be qui c a dang­
erous situation. 1 mnk the 
officer used a lot ot 1 is*, ret ion 
and restraint in the mount of 
force that he u s . 1 in this 
situation,” said  (. aleb, 
K lam ath  C o u n t d is tric t 
attorney.

A lawyer for t . K ack>-. 
-touow, 4ould not k  unm ed- * 

iately reached tor louH H L  1
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Iran defends plan it 
holocaust conferenc

Palestinian Authority President M ahmoud Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, shows his voting papers before casting his ballot fo r  the Palestinian 
Parliamentary elections at a polling station tit his headquarters in the West Bank town o f  Ramallah Wednesday Jan. 25, 2006.

Impressive turn out at Palestinian
^  Icrnf»l   c m i f lr p l i /  in ciH f*  thf* « /lip rA rlr r lit .u n ru rT cr a p li 1

parliamentary poll
A mid tight security and 

a sea o f  green and 
A. V yellow  flags, Palesti­
nians turned out in large 
numbers Wednesday for their 
first parliamentary election in 
a decade —  a historic vote 
integrating Islamic militants 
into politics and determining 
the future o f  peacem aking 
with Israel.

Both the ruling Fatah Par­
ty and its challenger, the Isla­
mic militant group Hamas, 
said they were confident o f 
victory, while pollsters said 
the race was too close to call. 
Both parties said they would 
consider a coalition if no clear 
victor emerges.

Long lines formed across 
the West Bank and Gaza as 
Palestinians —  given a real 
choice for the first time 
were eager to cast their ballots

for the 132 parliament seats 
up for grabs. With three hours 
o f voting left, 57.6 percent of 
1.3 million eligible voters had 
cast ballots.

Palestinian leader Mahm­
oud Abbas said he is ready 
to resume peace talks with 
Israel, even if Hamas joins his 
government after the vote.

“We are ready to negot­
iate,” Abbas told Israeli repor­
ters in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. “We are partners 
with the Israelis. They don’t 
have the right to choose their 
partner. But if they are seeking 
a Palestinian partner, this 
partner exists.”

Even it doesn’t win outr­
ight, Hamas is widely expec­
ted to make a strong showing 
that would place the Islamists 
—  responsible for dozens of 
suicide bom bings against

Iran accuses UK of bombing link
Iran has accused the UK of 

co-operating with bom ­
bers who killed eight peo­
ple in attacks in the restive 

south-western city o f Ahwaz 
on Tuesday.

“Britain must respond to 
the doubts o f Iranians concer­
ning the events,” said Foreign 
Minister Manouchehr Mot- 
taki.

Mr Mottaki said the mast­
erminds o f the bombing “or 
people of their mind” had be­
en photographed with UK 
officials.

A UK Foreign Office spok­
esman in London has denied 
the accusation, saying Britain 
condemned terrorism.

“Any linkage betw een 
HMG (Her Majesty’s Govern­
m ent) and these te rro ris t 
attacks is completely without 
foundation,” said the official.

A little-known ethnic Arab 
separatist group has said it 
was behind the blasts inside 
a private bank and state env­

ironmental agency on Tues­
day.

“Our heroes... in the mili­
tary wing o f The Arab Stru­
ggle Movement for the Liber­
ation of Ahwaz attacked and 
destroyed the dens o f  the 
occupying enemy,” a state­
ment posted on a website 
said.

Speaking at a press confe­
rence in Tehran, Mr Mottaki 
claim ed Britain supported 
such groups.

“It is clear for our officials 
and intelligence centres that 
the U nited  K ingdom  co ­
operated and had a hand in 
these bom bings e ither in 
London or Basra,” Mr Mott­
aki told a news conference in 
Tehran.

“We hope that British off­
icials would have a clear resp­
onse in that regard.”

Mr Mottaki said the attac­
kers had been helped by Brit­
ish army commanders in sout­
hern Iraq.

Israel —  squarely inside the 
Palestinian political system 
for the first time.

Hamas’ success has alar­
med Israel and the West, alth­
ough Abbas has argued that 
bringing them into the system 
will tame them, enabling peace 
moves to go forward. In an 
apparent sign o f pragmatism, 
Hamas has not carried out a 
suicide attacks since a cease­
fire was declared a year ago.

But its top parliamentary 
candidate, Ismail Haniyeh, 
said Hamas had no intention 
o f laying down its arms after 
the elections as Abbas has 
said he expects. And another 
prominent candidate, Mahm­
oud Zahar, said his group is 
“not going to change a single 
word" in its covenant calling 
for Israel’s destruction.

The Bush administration 
lists Hamas as a terrorist orga­
nization and also refuses to 
deal directly with it. But State 
Department spokesman Sean 
M cC orm ack on T uesday  
refused to rule out negotiat­
ions with a Palestinian gover­
nment that includes Hamas 
ministers.

A bbas, e lected  a year 
ago, will still head the Palesti­
nian Authority regardless of 
Wednesday’s results, but the 
voting will usher in a new 
Cab-inet that could include 
Hamas members. Israel says 
it will not deal with Hamas 
until it disarms.

White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan called it “a 
historic and significant day 
for the Palestinian people.”

The day had a festive feel 
—  some party activists decor­
ated their cars with red carna­
tions, as if for a wedding —  
and few disruptions were rep­
orted, despite initial concern 
about possible violence. In 
the West Bank refugee camp 
o f Balata, gunmen who had 
threatened to derail voting 
checked their automatic rifles 
at the door before casting 
their votes.

Emotions ran high in the 
disputed city o f  Jerusalem,

where right-wing Israeli lawm­
akers and extremists tried to 
force their way into a Palest­
inian polling station, with 75 
policemen blocking their way. 
And in the southern Gaza 
town o f Khan Younis, police 
fired into the air to push back 
a crowd o f impatient voters 
jostling their way into a pol­
ling station.

Fatah, tainted by corrup­
tion after 12 years in power, 
was asking voters for another 
chance to pursue an elusive 
peace deal with Israel. Hamas 
has focused on clean govern­
ment, and criticized Fatah’s 
attempt at compromise with 
Israel as a sign o f weakness.

A ssoc ia ted  Iran on 
Tuesday defended 
its plan to organize a 

conference to examine what 
it terms the scientific evide­
nce for the Holocaust.

At the United Nations, the 
Israeli ambassador said the 
conference plans were proof 
that Iran was run by an “extr'-*- 
erne, fundamentalist, lunatic 
regime.”

The planned onference. 
which has drawn condemn­
ation from Western leaders, is 
yet another step in hard-line 
President Mahmoud Ahmadi- 
nejad’s public campaign agai­
nst Israel.

“For over half a century, 
those who seek to prove the 
Holocaust have used every 
podium to defend their posit­
ion. Now they should listen 
to o thers,” Iran ’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. Hamid 
Reza Asefi, was quoted as 
saying Tuesday by the official 
Islamic Republic News Age­
ncy.

Ahmadinejad already had 
called the Nazis’ World War 
II slaughter o f 6 million Euro­
pean Jews a “myth” and said 
the Jewish state should be 
“wiped off the map.”

Dan Gillerman. Israel’s 
am bassador to the United 
N ations, said the planned 
conference was “proo f o f  
what a global threat Iran really 
is.”

“I fear that the only rea­
son Iran is showing so much 
interest in the Holocaust is 
because they may be prepa­
ring another Holocaust and it 
is up to the world and the Uni­
ted Nations to prevent that 
from happening,” Gillerman 
told The Associated Press on

the sidelines ot 
of the “No Child' 
bit at the L N eon 
H olocaust re r  
week.
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King Abdullah of Saudi visits Ind
KnnAiir ot tliA D on_

5Minis

audi A ra b ia ’s K ing 
Abdullah is holding 
talks with Indian Prime 

[mister Manmohan Singh as 
part o f a landmark visit to 
India by the monarch.

King Abdullah is the first 
Saudi king to visit India in 51 
years and will be the guest of

honour at the country’s Rep­
ublic Day celebrations on Th­
ursday.

His visit is seen as very 
significant w ith both countr­
ies keen to build ties.

India’s growing economy 
is fuelling greater energy ne­
eds and Saudi Arabia supp­
lies a quarter o f its oil.

King Abdullah

“We would 1 
India’s requirem 
in the future," k 
told Indian tele 
of the visit.

The king ar 
Indian capital, ! 
Tuesday and u . 
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êen ten'
with r

kingdo
ig-time

. visit, 
lemer 

who w  
e as pu 
j a Saudi

\bdul
onvicte 

■ e of a 
ifTle 
ceived 
ndian 

ovemr 
taken 
nidi go-

ing hai 
>r the 
antry's I 
e Jama 
;ue)in



P a g e  16 D a i l y  T r u s t T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2«>

Trust International
Analysis

Berlin, Monrovia and Santiago: Challenge of states
C. J  might unburden er -  - a

woman’ship
A ngela Merkel, Chan­

cellor o f the Federal 
Republic of Germany, 

Ellen Johnson-S irleaf and 
Michelle Bachelet executive 
presidents of'Libcna and Chile 
respectively are by far, not the 
first women to occupy the hi­
ghest political offices across 
the world. Before them, the 
legendry Indra Ghandi, hard 
to crack Golda Meir, tough 
and hard Margret Thatcher, 
amiable and charming Mega- 
watti Sourkunopoutri and the 
strong w illed  C handrika  
Kum aratunga (still in the 
saddle) of India, Israel, Britain, 
Indonesia and Sri Lanka in 
that order have held sway in 
their respective countries and 
even did what their male pred­
ecessors did not dare. The 
British famed iron lady and 
“grocer’s daughter” Margret 
Thatcher broke the backbone 
of century old trade union 
domination of British politics, 
Golda Meir started her tenure 
with the six day war in 1967 
and ended it with the Yom 
Kuppur war in 1973, Mega- 
watti ended decades-old cor­
rupt dictatorship o f  General 
Surhato in Indonesia and Ma­
dam Kumaratunga is sorting 
out the war o f  attrition with 
Tamil Tigers guerrillas battl­
ing for a separate homeland 
in the North o f  Sri Lanka.

Even before them, have 
been that imposing figure o f 
the international communist 
movement, a consummate int­
ellectual and combustible pol­
itical agitator, the irreprisable 
Roza Luxemburg (1871-1919) 
whose thoughts and activism 
straddled her native Russia, 
Poland and Germany, where 
she was gruesomely murd­
ered after being held in a long 
incarceration. A passionate 
internationalist, she once 
wrote that, “the lofty silence 
o f  the eternal in which so 
many cries have echoed away 
unheard resounds so stron­

By Charles Onunaiju,
Senior Reporter (Foreign 

Desk)

gly within me that I cannot 
find a special comer in my he­
art for the ghetto. I feel at ho­
me in the entire world wher­
ever there are clouds and birds 
and human tears.”

Mrs Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
who was sworn in recently in 
the battered Liberia’s capital, 
Monrovia is an established 
political figure in her country 
w ith fluctuating  political 
fortunes that have seen her 
as finance minister, prisoner 
and an exile, until recently 
when she returned from an 
international lucrative job to 
plunge into politics. Earlier 
before her recent victory, she 
has squared up with former 
president and war lord, Mr. 
Charles Taylor in election 
contest and came a distant 
second. N ot dism ayed at 
been trounced by Mr Taylor, 
she kept hope alive, bidding 
her time. And it came, when 
Mr. Taylor was forced to stand 
down from the presidency 
and into exile paving way for 
an in te rn a tio n a l backed 
interim administration. The 67 
year-old grandmother hit the 
road again in a contest that 
saw her trailing behind the 
you th fu l soccer star, Mr. 
G eorge W eah in the first 
round o f election which did 
not produce a clear winner. In 
the second and final round, 
M adam S irlea f who have 
earlier promised “to bring 
motherly sensitivity and emo­
tion to the presidency” swoo­
ped on the boisterous football 
star, unexpectedly beating 
him to the second place to 

'Inake  h isto ry  as the first 
elected woman leader in any 
African country.

George Weah’s youthful 
supporters threatened fire and 
brimstones, though backing 
down at the right time to let
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Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf

good reason  p rev a il. On 
Tuesday last week, the gran­
dee had her day, looking sple­
ndid on her inauguration with 
a galaxy o f African and world 
leaders present. As expected, 
she defined her presidency as 
an unusual challenge, promi­
sing to exert herself to the opt­
imum to lift up her despondent 
people and burnt out country. 
The consensus about Mrs. 
Sirleaf presidency is that, it 
would be hard to see which 
o f  the former Liberian warl­
ords ever happy at the pull of 
the trigger, would be the first 
to take a aim at the widowed 
grandmother seating harml­
essly at the battered presid­
ential mansion. Therefore, if 
the most megalomaniac o f the 
Liberian warlords would be 
hard to open fire at the gran­
dee, President S irleaf s tenure 
is expected to usher in real

:*The women in Berlin, Santiago and 
Monrovia are consummate successful 
professionals in their respective fields 
and appear well suited to give good 
accounts of themselves. Their early start 
has been impressive but the subse-quent 
tenor and tempo will put the states 
‘woman 9ship on its severest trial as a new 

paradigm of global leadership. ”

peace, stability and order in a 
country that the gun literally 
ruled for more than a decade. 
Already her broad smiles are 
beginning to open wallets. 
The ever thrifty Chinese, rep­
resented at the President Sirl­
eaf inauguration by the fore­
ign minister, Mr. Li Zhaoxing 
donated instantly two million 
US dollars. And against the 
background  tha t L iberia  
government have operated 
with a miserable annual bud­
get o f 80 million US dollars 
only, the Chinese cash gift is 
a bounty. At the international 
scene, where Liberia would 
beg, persuade and even cajole 
to ge t the bad ly  needed  
deve lopm en t a ss is tan ce , 
President Sirleaf would not be 
a new comer. She is expected 
to utilize her contact very 
productively in that regards. 
As A frican  firs t e lec ted  
women leader, she might be 
the region’s diplomatic fire 
fighter, extending “the moth­
erly sensitivitives and emot­
ions” to other African capitals 
where politics is turning ugly.

Angela Merkel, the chan­
cellor o f Germany, who heads 
a grand coalition o f  the two 
main parties did just that at 
last December, European Uni­
on summit, when she coaxed 
French President, Jacques 
C hirac and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair to agree 
on the Union budget deal.

The 50 year-old childless 
first female chancellor o f Ger­
many, who is also a professor 
o f  physics entered politics 
only fifteen years ago. Bom 
in the former communist Eas­
tern Germanv. shp **-

Centre-Right Christian Demo­
cratic Union (CDU) rising 
steadily through its ranks and ' 
gaining the favour o f former 
chancellor Helmet Kho. When 
corruption scandals decim­
ated a generation o f  party 
leadersh ip , inc lud ing  her 
political godfather, Mr. Khol, 
she jum ped in to the fray, 
winning leadership o f a party 
o f mostly former West Ger­
man Catholic family men. This 
protestant woman from the 
East had her time when the 
former chancellor, Gerhard 
Schroder buffeted by Internal 
rebellion in his centre-left 
Social D em ocratic  Party  
(SPD) decided to call snap 
election last September. In a 
remarkable indecision, Germ­
ans failed to give outright 
mandate to any of the two maj­
or parties and their respective 
allies. A grand coalition of the 
two main parties became the 
only way to form a govern­
ment. The initial bargain is 
saw the former SPD chanc­
ellor laying claim to the top 
job, but a victory o f a few by 
elections effectively shifted 
the balance in favour o f  Ang­
ela Merkel. Since inaugur­
ation, she has been effective 
chancellor and recent polls 
suggested that 60% o f Germ­
ans thumbs her up as an effe­
ctive leader. Painted largely in 
the media as a Washington 
soul mate, who would follow 
willy nilly to the dictates o f 
President George Bush, she 
shocked observers when in a 
news conference she lashed 
out at Washington’s cruelty 
to the alleged detained terr­
orist. Chancellor Merkel dec­
lared flatly that “an institution 
like Guantanamo^ Bay in its 
present form cannot and must 
not exist in the long run,” ref­
erring to the America torture 
chamber in the Cuban Island, 
where Washington is holding 
alleged al-Queada terrorist in 
the most deplorable conditi­
ons. Mrs. Merkel has earlier 
make clear to the visiting US 
secretary o f  state, Condelleza 
Rice that Washington’s ferry­
ing o f alleged terrorists thro­
ugh Europe to third countries 
where they would be tortured 
breaches established proto­
cols on human rights. Argu­
ably, chancellor Merkel has 
actively engaged both on the 
international scene and at 
home where she is struggling 
to shake up the economy to 
overcome its structural weak­
ness. And those who thought 
that she would unravel the 
country’s social market econ­
omy that has enabled a reaso­
nable social consensus in the 
post war Germany are in for a 
huge disappointment. She is 
not about to let the invincible 
market forces determine ever­
ything. If chancellor Merkel 
stays on course in ho*-  -------■
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constraining gram . im i im  
and give a clear ind ttr m 
the next election t \>ih lead 
and govern, unlik he pres­
ent situation when 'heke4Bl 
but co<govems vu t "icr uvtv 
rivals. But if  the sisters at fee 
helm in Monrovia a d B erta  
are less hazy about ideolo­
gical labeling, their nurnp* 
hant counter part in hile is 
proclaiming to the w 'Id that 
“I am socialist, but mid he 
president o f all Chili, ns ar*| 
not the socialists on I VI it .  •
helle Bachelet, the r. aghier 
o f former airforce r . ncral, 
Alberto Bachelet, who wa* 
tortured to death for optxtMiig 
the 1973 coup, was K-rself 
along with the mothe arre­
sted, blindfolded and > irv e j  
for five days. Later s k  fled 
her homeland and we nt.' 
exile, returning later t< * ork 
underground along wit) ther 
leftist exiles who oppoi t he
General Pinochet’s re . me 
She gained distinction the 
socialist party for her rerr ark- 
able energy and when demo- 
cracy was restored in *#), 
she grew phenomenally ir eft 
coalition that took po * er 
A ppointed first as he^ th 
m inister and later defence 
minister, Ms Bachelet a s r  de 
mother o f three children, wtw 
has been divorced twice txv- 
ame the unlikely president a I 
candidate o f  the centre I ft 
coalition, in a largely soc ia v 
conservative catholic coun­
try. Failing to win outnght n 
the first round, Ms Bache let 
trounced her right wing ri\ a I 
Mr. Sebastine Pinera in the 
second round to become the 
first woman to be elected to 
the highest office in Chile an. 
the third in the whole o f  Latir 
America. As a victim o f hate 
she has promised to heal the 
division brought out by the 
brutal and corrupt dictato­
rship o f General Pinochet. A 
medical doctor and a pediatric 
specialist, Ms Bachelet who 
will be inaugurated on the 11 * 
o f  March will over see the 
massive social renewal o f her 
country. In the region, where 
other leftists are already at the 
helm, Chavez in Venezuala, 
Morales in Bolivia, Lula in 
Brazil, Nestor Kirchner in 
Argentina and the grand old 
revolutionary in Havana, Ms 
Bachelet perfectly fits into the 
regional trend and is expected 
to forge the kind o f  coope­
ration that would benefit her 
country.

The women in Berlin, San­
tiago and Monrovia are cons­
ummate successful professi­
onals in their respective fields 
and appear well suited to give 
good accounts o f  them se­
lves. Their early start has be­
en impressive but the subse­
quent tenor and tempo will 
put the states ‘woman
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'* t  ;rda;; the attack was i 
robbery. It came just days 
after m ilitants, who have 
kidnapped four foreign oil 
workers and attacked a Shell 
oil platform, said they were 
preparing to carry out more 
raids.

The foreign  hostages 
har e been captive for more 
than two wMcs.."

The kidnappers had said 
the \:veriean hostige was 
unwell but in an e-mail to the 
AP  news agency, now say all 
four are in “good health”. 

They “have adapted fairly 
well to the conditions under 
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Niger Delta have been kept 
for the last 48 years,” the 
group said.
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M anufacturers alert on fake Chinese products
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MAN said its statement 
followed recent discovery of 
the fact that there is heavy 
smuggling of textile products 
fromChina.”
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D estina tion  Ins. . 
scheme.

A m ong othei 
tidnSj MAN urged i>. 
Embassy in China sla 
empowered through bi 
ag reem en t to id^ 
Chinese companies e\p  
contrabands into Nig 

“The Nigerian p; 
should also be idei to’ 
investigated, and i 
guity should face the 
o f  the law.

ters
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Aj aokuta power plant 
begins production

T he T herm al Pow er 
Plant/Turbo Blower 
Station (TPP/TBS) of 

the Ajaokuta Steel Company 
L im ited  has com m enced  
production and distribution 
of electrical power.

M anaging D irec to r o f  
G lobal In fra s tru c tu re , 
managers o f Ajaokuta Steel 
Company, Lalit Sehgal made 
this known to newsmen in 
Abuja where he said that the 
fac ility  has tu rb in es  
producing 55 megawatts.

The A jaoku ta  stee l 
currently consumes about 20 
mw while 30 mw is being

S to r ie s  b y  A n a s  A . G a la d im a ,
Business Reporter

added to the national grid.
The facility which was 

grounded in 1994 following 
an overh au lin g  p rob lem , 
begain operations again in 
the later part o f  2005 after it 
was rehabilitated.

According to Mr. Sehgal, 
som e o f  the cu rren t 
consum ers o f  pow er 
produced from the plant are 
units o f  the Ajoakuta Steel 
p lan t, neigbouring  tow ns 
in c lu d in g  N ig e r b rid g e  
estates, Ajaokuta village and 
the Power Holding Company

of Nigeria (PHCN).
The com m encem ent o f 

p o w er p ro d u c tio n  in the 
plant, Sehgal revealed, would 
enhance  the p ro d u c tiv e  
cap ac ity  o f  the  steel 
company, making it better 
p o sitio n ed  to p roduce  at 
optimal capacity.

The decision to quickly 
put the power plant back on 
track, he said, was borne out 
o f  the fact that a steel plant 
can not function  w ithout 
steady supply o f  electricity, 
noting that epileptic supply 
o f  pow er w ould  dam age 
equipments in the plant.

National Transport 
Commission underway - BPE

T he federal government 
has began m oves to 
establish a N ational 

T ransport C om m ission, a 
m u ltisec to ra l reg u la to ry  
agency  th a t w ould  be 
charged  w ith  the 
responsibility o f  regulating 
activities in road, Inland water 
w ays, av ia tio n  and rail 
tran sp o rt sec to rs o f  the 
economy.

Director General o f the 
Bureau o f Public Enterprises 
(BPE), Mrs Irene Chigbue 
made this known during a 
pres conference on Monday 
in Abuja where she said that 
the commission would help 
ensure that operators in the 
transport sector would play 
according to the laid down

rules.
A lready, the BPE has 

slated the Nigerian Railway 
Corporation for concession 
in 2006. The railway lines 
have been divided into the 
eastern rail, western rail and 
the central rail.

A federal governm ent 
delegation led by the minister 
o f finance Dr. Ngozi Okonjo- 
Iw ea la  led a team  o f  
government officials to China 
two weeks ago with the aim 
o f sourcing for a loan facility 
o f  over $2 b illion  for the 
rehabilitation of the country’s 
railways.

The rehab ilita tion  and 
co n cess io n in g  o f  the 
c o u n try ’s ra il lines is 
expected to boost transpor­

ta tio n  in the  system  by 
reducing the current pressure 
on the country’s roads. On 
the other hand, the aviation 
sector reform  is currently 
underw ay  as a w ay o f  
enhancing operations and 
minimizing the risk o f having 
air misharps in the country.

The reforms in the road 
tra n sp o rt sec to r, it w as 
ga th e red , w ould  a llow  
construction com panies to 
rem ain concessionaires o f  
the roads they construct so 
that they would be prompted 
to  co n s tru c t the  roads 
properly knowing fully well 
that they would be required 
to maintain the roads over a 
period o f time ranging from 
between 10 to 15 years.

BPE shorlists six 
advisers for NIPOST

T he Bureau o f  Public 
Enterprises (BPE) has 
short-listed six o f the 

24 firms that applied for the 
provision o f  advisory  
services for the reform and 
restructuring o f  Nigerian  

j  Postal Service (NIPOST) for 
v the next round o f  the 

selection process.
A statement from the BPE 

said the firms are: Gide 
Logrette Nouel Consortium 
(France); SofrePost (France); 
Nethpost Consultancy  
(Netherlands); PriceWat- 
erHouseCoopers Consortium 
(UK); IOS Partners Inc. /  
Enterprise Capital
Management (U SA ); and 
Phillip  C o n su ltin g  & 
M cK insey  & C om pany 
(Nigeria/USA.)

The B ur 
advertised in Se,

1 al and fo

Interest (EOIs) from qualified 
consultants. By the 
subm ission  deadline o f  
November 11,2005, twenty- 
four EOIs were said to be 
received.

The ob jective o f  the 
consultancy assignm ent, 
according to the statement, 
“is to assist the Federal 
Government formulate a new 
Postal'Sector Policy/Strategy, 
draft a new Postal Sector Bill 
and restructure NIPOST into 
a financially viable organiz­
ation, offering effic ien t  
services to its customers and 
capable o f  attracting private 
sector investm ent and 
management”

T he refo rm  process 
actually commei d with the

postal sector.
Based on their 

recommendations, the postal 
reform will involve, in the first 
instance, the development o f  
a Postal Sector Strategy/ 
Policy.

This will be accompanied 
by the establishment o f  the 
institutional, lega l and 
regulatory framework for the 
postal sector, through a 
revision o f  existing postal 
leg isla tion s in line with  
imperatives o f  the Postal 
Policy, and setting-up o f  an 
independent postal regulator. 
There w ill also be a 
simultaneous restructuring 
o f NIPOST and unbundling 
into a public postal operator 
and new  b u sin ess  u n its  
(NBUs).

Privatisation o f  restruc-

IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF 
NIGERIA

H O L D E N  AT L A G O S  
SU IT  N O . F H C /L /C S /F H C /I/C S /54 /06

IN T H E  M A T T E R  O F  
T H E  IN V E S T M E N T S  A N D  S E C U R IT IE S  A C T  N O . 45 ,1999

A N D
IN  T H E  M A T T E R  O F A N  A P P L IC A T IO N  U N D E R  SE C T IO N  100

T H E R E O F  IN RE:

1. UNITY BANK PLC (RC. 94524)
2. BANK OF THE NORTH LIMITED (RC: 2000)
3. NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK LIMITED (RC. 7554)
4. NEW AFRICA BANK PLC (RC. 84254)

-1ST APPLICANT 
-2ND APPLICANT 
-3RD APPLICANT 
-4TH APPLICANT

M E E T I N G O F T H E  H O L D E R S O F T H E  FI LLY PAID 
ORDINARY SH ARES OF BANK O F T H E  NORTH LIMITED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that by an Order o f  the Federal High Court (hereinafter 
referred to as “the Court”) dated the 25 th o f JANUARY, 2006, made in the above menti one 
matter, the Court has directed that a meeting o f  the holders o f the fully paid Ordinar. 
shares o f  Bank o f the North Limited be convened for the purpose o f  considering and. 
thought fit, approving (with or without modification), a Scheme o f Merger between U nin 
Bank Pic, Bank o f the North Limited, NNB International Bank PIc and New Africa 
Bank Pic. The Scheme is explained in detail in the Explanatory Statement on pages 18 to 
27 o f  the Scheme Document.

The meeting will be held at Kano Hall o f the Nicon Hilton, Abuja on Friday the 27* day of 
January, 2006 at lOa.m, at which place and time all the aforesaid shareholders are reqit stcc 
to attend. At the meeting, the following sub-joined resolution will be proposed i  id it 
thought fit passed as a Special Resolution at the meeting:

“That ;-

1 a. This Meeting approves the Scheme o f Merger dated ??K January 2006, a print of
which has been submitted to the meeting and for tae purpose o f  identificatior 
subscribed by the Chairman, and that the Dirt jors be and are hereby authorized 
to consent to any modifications o f  the Scheme for the proposed merger that the 
Central Bank o f Nigeria, the Securities and Exchange Commission or the Federa 
High Court may think fit to impose and approve; 

h. All the assets, liabilities and undertakings o f  the Bank, including all its rea
properties and intellectual property rights, be transfered to Unity Bank Pic without furthc 

act or deed in consideration for the issue and allotment o f  shares in Unity Bar* 
p c  to the shareholders o f  the Bank as provided in the Scheme;
c. The entire share capital o f  the Bank be cancelled and the Bank be dissolved

without being wound up;
d. Aminu Ibrahim & Co and Muhtari Dangana & Co be appointed to represent, 

monitor and enforce the rights o f  the shareholders o f the Bank in respect o f ar 
post-merger share adjustments and other post-merger issues to be made 
pursuant to the Scheme and the Merger Agreement; and

e. The Board o f Directors o f Bank o f (he North Limited be and is hereby authorizec 
to take all actions as may be necessary to give full effect to the Scheme.”

By the said Order, the Court has appointed the Chairman o f the Board o f  Directors of 
Bank o f the North Alhaji Abubakar I. Sadauki or failing him, Engr Ahmed Ibrahim, Acting 
Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer or failing them both, any other director s 
appointed in their stead by the shareholders present at the meeting, to act as Chainnan of 
the said meeting and has directed the Chairman to report the results thereof to the Coun

The said Scheme o f Merger will be subject to the sanction o f the Court.

Shareholders may vote in person or they may appoint any other person, whether a 
shareholder or not, to attend and vote in their stead. In the case o f  joint holders, the voie 
o f  the senior holder who tenders a vote, whether in person or by proxy, will be accept re 
to the exclusion o f  the votes o f  the other joint holders, and for this purpose seniority wi 1 
be determined by the order in which the names stand in the Register o f  members o f  the 
Bank.

A Proxy Form is being sent to each shareholder, it is requested that the executed Prox> 
Form be lodged | t  the office o f  the Company Secretary, as shown on the Form o f  Proxy, 
not less than 24 hours before the time appointed for the Meeting. Please note that the 
lodging o f  a Proxy Form does not prevent you from attending the meeting and voting in 
person should you so wish. However, if  you attend the meeting in person, your proxy wi I 
not be permitted to attend or vote.

DATED THIS 25* DAY OF JANUARY, 2006 

WALI-UWAIS&CO 
RIGHT WING, 1“ FLOOR,

AFRHNVESTMENT HOUSE 
PLOT 2669, AGUIYIIRONSISTRFET 

CADASTRAL ZONEA6r\B

(SOLK ITORS TO BANK OF THE N O T ^
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Niger Delta, oil crisis and 2006 budget
With the latest threat 

by militant youths 
in the Niger Delta to 
fire rockets into oil terminals, 

the crisis in the oil rich region 
may have been set for worse 
and sent global oil prices 

| higher.
A ccording to analysts,

I the prices may surge to $70 a 
I barrel this week if the crisis 

persists.
Last December when mil- 

! itant youths attacked Shell 
| Petroleum Development Co- 
| m pany insta lla tion  in the 
j Niger Delta, little did the nat­

ion realise that the incident 
| was a prelude to serial atta­
cks and terrorism that would 
be unleashed on the com ­
pany. •„

The Anglo Dutch Com­
pany w hich  trad itio n a lly  

I supplies 380,000 barrels a day 
! from the Niger Delta region 
suspended export o f  large 

; quantum df Crude oil from its 
i Bonny oil-terminal far two 
! weeks just as it lost 160,000 
| barrels per day due to that 
attack.

And while Shell was still 
; counting the losses o f  the 
| previous attack and strateg- 
i izing on how to re-launch 
| itself, the militant youths on 
January 11 struck again and 

! kidnapped four expatriates 
! co m p ris in g  a B riton , an 
American, a Bulgarian and a 
Honduran, workers o f Tidex 
Drilling Company, a corporate 
contractor to Shell Petroleum 
D evelopm en t C om pany 
(SPDC).

The current action o f  the 
militant youths, some anal­
ysts have pointed out, is a 
replay o f  the 1960’s when 
Isaac Boro, the uncom pr­
essing Ijaw resource control 
advocate captured the Niger 
Delta until he was sub-dued 
by the the federal gover­
nment.

•; Four days later, the milit- 
f a i t  you th s  sw ooped  onst - - ; ~

| andTune flow sta- 
sor local gov- 

t anpa tff*Bayelsa state 
an V> people 
sdleiers. 

apatiy soon shut 
i the  four flow stations 

as a result a f  the damage done 
t^ thd  Trans Romos pipeline.

A* the epicentre o f  this 
crisis the Movement for the 
Emancipation o f the Niger 

END) which claimed 
T isibility  fo r the 

I spat£ o f attacks, 
groud accOrding to 
g av e  th e  fe d e ra l 

j m i  tftl ? £ % r y  1 
r ® r c^rtaifi defflands 

‘et.
can’dit& m s are: 

ol«t)f )̂if: wcM'ih' by the 
J  Delta, psjftjfent o f 

[Bfillfon b C fitfS ^ n  Petr-

Ev to '.he B ^ i ^ i - J S t a t e  
Seiiniftent fo (S'rttrK-Psaie 
c ells' iKwimeitiaijppifution in 

.. J  area, and the release of 
lh |  leader of th.e Niger Delta 

EljgiPgopks V olun teer Force, 
jjhaji M ujah ideen  Asari

the
elsa

From Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondent (Lagos)

“It must be clear that the 
Nigerian government cannot 
p ro te c t yo u r w orkers or 
assets. Leave our land while 
you can or die in it. Our aim is 
to totally destroy the capacity 
o f  the Nigerian government 
to export o il ,” the group 
added.

That MEND has matched 
th e ir  th rea t w ith  ac tion  
fo llow ing the ir continual

Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Workers (NUPENG) and the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
S en io r S ta ff  A sso c ia tio n  
(PENGASSAN) last week 
threatened to withdraw their 
members from the Niger Delta 
if  their safety and security 
cannot be granted.

The tw o b o d ies  to ld  
new sm en th a t the recen t 
crisis in the Niger Delta is a 
reflec tion  that life  in the 
region is not safe while also 
ap p ea lin g  to the  federa l

Daukoru, Minister o f  State, Petroleum & Energy.
attacks on the region does 
no t su rp rise  anyone bu t 
what is baffling is the federal 
governm ents em brace o f  
dialogue and diplomacy to 
facilitate the release o f  the
hostages.

The m ilitant group has 
however said that they are yet 
to be involved in any talks 
with the federal government 
just as the commander o f  the 
joint task force in the Niger 
D elta , B rig ad ie r G eneral 
Eliana Zamani last Thursday 
was quoted as saying that no 
contact has been established 
with the abducted workers.

A nd so the rebels are 
matching on. They have sei­
zed two vessels. One o f the 
hostages, a Briton, Nigel Wa- 
lson was said to have been 
promised the much needed 
freedom only if  the managing 
d irec to r  o f  h is com pany 
accepts to replace him. They 
have threatened to kill the 
hostages in their custody.

The you th s  have 
promised to fire rockets into 
the sky in order to drive home 

‘ their demand.
But Shell Petroleum Dev­

elopment Company on who­
se bulk the crisis falls has 
evacuated more than 1000 of 
its w orkers and has also  
directed its contract staff to 
follow suit while other oil 
companies base in the Niger 
Delta have declared the reg­
ion unsafe and unpalatable 
and have a I so gone ahead to 

; evacuate  t f e i r  personnel.
Bilfinger ’ B rgerOilandGas 

- Company. , subsidiary o f 
Julius Berg t Pic was reported
to  ha 

■>rke«
;d

icratityi
ha.

government to use dialogue 
to effect the release o f  the 
abducted oil workers.

P e te r A k p ataso n , 
NUPENG president further 
condemned vehemently “the 
acts o f  violence against oil 
and gas workers, which have 
continued to persist in our 
co u n try  as u n safe  for 
business activities by foreign 
investors.”

Already, the Anglo Dutch 
Company has started taking 
stock o f  the losses in the 
continual crises. It said it has 
lost 21,000 barrels o f  oil per 
day.

It said also in a statement 
made available to Business 
Trust in Lagos, Thursday that 
it has recovered the body o f 
another o f its catering contr­
actor. The statement further 
read in part “Regrettably, we 
can confirm that the body o f 
an o th er c iv ilian  v ic tim  
missing since the attack on 
the Benisede flaw station has 
been found.”

Besides, since SPDC ann­
ounced suspension o f  pro­
duction last Monday, prices 
o f  oil in the international 
market has triggered as Brent 
Cnide oil crept to $6?.93.

The follow ing day, crude 
futures for February delivery 
at the New York Mechantile 
Exchange rose to $65.40 per 
barrel by the mid day only to 
further surge to $67 at the 
close of business forthat day.

Analysts have therefore 
predicted astronom ical oil 
prices in the international 
market th is^ear if the crisis 
in the Niger Delta persists 
and Iran further cuts its daily 
production.

Some also argued that the 
nation’s 2006 budget will be

thened this argument on the 
p rem ise  th a t la s t years 
budget implementation was 
blamed on similar conditions.

While it is certain that no 
one could predict what the 
direction o f  the current crisis 
will be any moment from now, 
experts and commendations 
have spared neither SPDC 
nor the federal government 
for the crisis.

Cairo Ojugbo, a member 
o f  the House o f  R eprese­
n ta tiv e s , b lam ed  Shell 
P etro leum  D evelopm en t 
Com pany (SPDC) for the 
crisis.

According to him, it was 
glaring that the killings and 
abductions by the militant 
youths are not directed at the 
federal governm ent but a 
reaction and resistance agai­
nst the company for being 
uncaring  its host com m ­
unities.

A Lagos based  legal 
pyictt’tlbriet',' FaiM e 
wfio1̂  a lso  'spoke I w ith  
Business Trust though stated 
cond-em ned the spate o f  
killings, threats and kidnaps 
in the area.

He stated that the pres­
ence o f  the company in the 
Niger Delta, instead o f  chan­
ging the futures o f the people 
for the better, is rather a stay 
of wittiness, dehumanisation 
and environmental degrad­
ation to which Shell arrog­
antly  look the o ther way 
pretending to be ignorance 
o f this development.

The law yer fu rth e r

recalled the gas flareout suit 
Shell lost in a Benin High 
Court but marched further to 
the appellate court to appeal 
the ruling o f the trial judge.

According to him, there is 
no justification for the Anglo 
D utch  C om pany to  tu rn  
down the January 2008 fed­
eral government terminal date 
for gas flare out in Nigeria.

Rather, the argument of 
Shell, he stated is bent in 
economic exploitation and 
environmental hazard which 
gas flaring have caused.

Other observers however 
traced the current case to the 
1960’s uprising o f  Ijaw nati­
onalists over marginalisation 
and resource control which 
metamorphosed to the 1995 
killing of Ken Saro Wiwa, the 
en v iro n m en ta lis t by the 
military regime o f late Sani 
Abacha.

Such make shift solution 
to the N iger D elta  cris is  
follbwing the brutal execution 
o f  Ken Saro Wiwa and: the 
creation o f  high brow offices 
like OMPADEC and NDDC, 
they urged would only bring 
still bom solution to the crises 
rav ag in g  the 25 m illio n  
populated Niger Delta.

Writing under the caption: 
Fresh W inds in the N iger 
Delta, on Friday, January 20, 
2006 o f The Guardian, Dr. 
Reuben Abati, the chairman 
o f  The G uardian  board  
posited that the international 
crises in the Niger Delta is a 
reflex o f lack o f will power of 
the  N ig e rian  s ta te  and

p ro fess io n a l c lass to 
squarely address the poliies 
of oil in Nigeria.

“The current crisis in the 
Niger Delta in for tra n fo ­
rmation o f that region into a i 
mini -  Iraq with aggrie-- ed 
citizens taking oil wor^-rs 
hostage and demanding an- 
som as if  they were d 'C i- 
plines of Osama Bin Ladei is 
the inevitable outcome > he 
N ig e rian  sta te  and he 
political class to addre'-- the 
politics o f oil. It can onl; get 
worse and it will. It w aid 
appear that the you ths« he 
N ig er D elta have finally  
discovered how best to eat 
and beat the Nigerian st_te."

Glimpses from the c t i v n  in 
the Niger Delta picturec hat 
the solution is a long pr< .ted 
one. The resort to tern >m 
and brigandage by the a -ted 
you ths and the feccra l 
government’s deployment of 
security, qperaftives to the 
volatile region to seem <igl\ 
m arch the restive  v> aths 
teeth for teeth is far frot" the 
issue at hand.

Some have even red- 
icted that the federal gover­
nment may be rep laying the 
November 4,1999 Odi -iass- 
acre, in the now troubled 
zone i f  its claimed current 
peace talks hit the rocks

Again, this is a narr west 
path to ending the cris •• and 
w ill ra th e r aggravate the 
situation in the Niger Vita 
and jeopardise the budget 
estimate for 2006.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TEN D ER  NO TICE  

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS
N o tic e  is h e re b y  g iv e n  b y  th e  C e n tra l  B a n k  o f  N ig e r ia  th a t 1 y e a r  F ed era l 
G o v e rn m e n t o f  N ig e r ia  T re a su ry  B ills  a m o u n tin g  to  N 2 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w 1 be  
is su ed  b y  an  au c tio n -b a se d  sy s te m  o n  F riday , 0 3 /0 2 /2 0 0 6 .

In terested  A u th o rized  D ealers ( B an k s, D isco u n t H o u ses an d  B rokers) are  i r \  ited 
to  su b m it ten d ers  to  reach  th e  Issu es  O ffice , C en tra l B a n k  o f  N ig e ria , L a g o v  not 
la te r  th a n  1,3 0 p m . o n  W ed n esd ay , 0 1 /0 2 /2 0 0 6 .

E ach  ten d e r m u st b e  in  m u ltip le  o f  N I, 0 0 0  su b jec t to  a  m in im u m  o f  N 10, CH h ) p er 
tender. A u th o rized  D ealers are  a llo w ed  to  su b m it m u ltip le  b id s  an d  quo te  m i tiple 
ra tes. A  ten d e r m a y  b e  fo r o w n  acco u n t o f  A u th o rized  D ea le rs  o r  m ad e  on b e h a lf  
o f  in te rested  m em b ers  o f  th e p u b lic , w h o  a re  ad v ised  to  ap p ly  th ro u g h  an> 'f  the  
au th o rized  dealers.

T enders fo r  th e  B ills sh o u ld  b e  su b m itted  on  the  p re sc rib ed  p rin ted  fo rm s 
d u p lica te  an d  in  sea led  en v e lo p es  c lea rly  m ark ed  “ T E N D E R  F O R  B1I [ S ' T he
re su lt o f  the  te n d . an n o u n c e d  b e fo re  th e  c lo se  o f  b u s in ess  on  h.. 'd a y ,
0 2 /0 3 /2 0 0 6 . T h e  B an k  re se rv es  th e  r ig h t to  re je c t an y  te n d e r  in p a rt o r in ill.

A llo tm en t letters w ill b e  issued  fo r successfu l b id  on  F rid ay  03 /03 /2006  P. nen t 
in full fo r the  am o u n t o f  the  accep ted  ten d ers  m u st be m ad e  to  the  C entral 1 tk ot' 
N ig e ria  no t la te r than  1,30pm  on  th e  issue da te  0 3 /0 3 /2006 . T h is w ill no rn  Iv be 
e ffec ted  by  d irec t d eb it to  the  acco u n ts  o f  th e  a ffec ted  A u th o rized  D eal erv a h ich  
sh o u ld  e n su re  th a t th e ir  a c c o u n ts  w ith  th e  B a n k  a re  a d e q u a te ly  fu n d e d  r th is  
pu rp o se .
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T u e s d a y , J a n u a r y  2 4 , 2 0 0 6 Daily Trust P a g e

Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited
An ExxonMobil Subsidiary 

Operator of the NNPC/MPN Joint Venture

Challenging Engineering C areer Opportunities in the  Oil & Gas Industry
To sustain and enhance our strategic position in a competitive Oil & Gas (O&G) environment as part of our growing vision, 
we are looking tor trainable and tested Engineers and Specialists ot Nigenan nationality who can make a difference in the 
following positions.

1. Graduate Engineers
2. Experienced Engineers

• Reservoir Engineers
• Subsurface Engineers
■ Project Engineers

3. Environmental Specialist
4. Drilling Engineers
5. Drilling Supervisors
General Requirements Engineering positions: All candidates MUST meet the following specifications 
«, Educational Qualification: Minimum of a 8. Sc. B. Eng or B. Tech. degree with at least Second Class Upper Division

(2.1) or Second Class Lower Division (2.2) with Masters Degree in any of the following engmeenng disciplines: 
Mechanical, Chemical. Civil. Petroleum. Electrical/Electronics, Industrial & Production, and Materials & 
Metallurgical.

•  Must possess NYSC discharge or exemption certificate. Serving qualified NYSC members whose service terminates 
about August 2006 are also eligible to apply.

•  Other requirements include:
r  Excellent computer skills
r  High level of integrity, tact and reliability
r  Readiness to work in our various work locations

Industry experience where applicable.

1. GRADUATE ENGINEERS REF.- ENGRG/001/06

Job Description: The selected candidates will be placed in various departments within MPN i.e. Drilling, Sub-surface 

Engineering, Reservoir Engineering, Projects^Construction, and Surface Facilities Engmeenng. The candidates will be 

trained through assignments in teams responsible for:

Drilling support, Reservoir assessments and economic evaluations, Well completion, design and implementation. 

Project engmeenng, design, construction & management, and Operations support / surface facilities engmeenng 
In addition to general requirements above, successful candidates must be self-motivated with ability to make effective 
individual contnbutions within a functional team. No previous experience required, but ability to learn and integrate 
quickly is an advantage

2. EXPERIENCED POSITIONS
The engineenng candidates seeking to fill these positions must m addition to the general requirements listed above 
possess 5-10 years of relevant experience m these fields and must be ready to defend their claims with concrete 
evidence.

•  RESERVOIR ENGINEERS - ENGRG/002a/06
Successful candidates will among others:
•  prepare Asset Depletion and Development plans and provide support in daily surveillance and momtonng of 

MPN oil and gas fields:
•  provide Reservoir engineenng input into MPN's active drill well and work over program, proiect development and 

evaluation
•  The candidates' must be able to work with a multi-disciplinary team to ensure effective Reservoir management of 

MPN resource base and Reservoir simulation.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Candidates with stipulated concrete expenence in oil production, preferably in Petroleum, subsurface or Reservoir 
Engineering, including experience in Reservoir surveillance, modelling and simulation are the appropnate target of this 
search.

•  PROJECTS ENGINEERS ■ ENGRG/002C/06
Job Description: The primary responsibility of the Sub Surface Engineer position is workover and new well design, 
preparation of workover packages, nodal analysis and wellbore/lield surveillance througn active participation on Asset 
Level Teams. Other responsibilities include cost estimates, preparation of government reports, well testing, gas lift 
optimization, and support and supervision ot rigless wellwork operations From timeto time, provides rig site technical 
assistance to Rig Supervisors during workover operations will be required 

Other specific duties include:
•  Monitors workover operations according to safety and quality control standards, environmental regulations, 

corporate policy, and contract terms.
•  Devises cost-effective techniques to drill, complete, and rework company-operated wells.
•  Interfaces closely with drill teams, completions/subsea teams, and 3" party suppliers to ensure that the wellwork

is on time and within budget.
•  Prepares final well reports with strong emphasis on lessons learned and wellbore integrity.

Education, Experience t  Skills

•  Candidates should possess a Bachelors degree (B. Sc./B. Eng.) with a minimum of second class upper (2.1) 
division in either - Mechanical or Petroleum Engineering. Must possess NYSC discharge or exemption certificate.

•  The ideal expenence range for this position is 7 to 10 years of well workover and related operations experience
with at least two (2) years working in offshore rig base wellwoik activities as an advantage In addition to the 
weHwork expenence, the position requires an individual who brings a well-rounded knowledge and exposure to
completion and drilling activities. Qualified candidates must be able to develop all phases of wen worker
protects: from well design and engineering, to workover execution plans. Successful candidates must 
demonstrate good written and verbal communications skills, perform effectively in a team environment, have 
uncompromising integrity, and be zealous and quick to team new skills Such candidates must be willing to 
spend a large part of their career offshore on the rigs and work extended hours when required.

•  PROJECTS ENGINEERS- REF. ENGR0002d06
Successful candidates writ among others
•  Contribute to toe planning, design and execution of MPN's protects. Th* protects range from refurbishing ot 

emskng tocMesto execution of worid-dass development protect Project Engineering support duties involves

process simulation, development of equipment specification, maior equipment sizing, cost estimates anc 
schedules, construction planning & management. Key responsibilities include:

•  Involve in design, fabrication and installation or start-up of oil and gas production facilitie^pipelines 

WORK EXPERIENCE
Successful candidates must have sufficient working experience in oil production, management of e^neermg and 
construction contracts, preferably in facilities or project/petroleum engineenng.

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALISTS - REF. SHE/001/06
Job responsibilities: Successful candidates will be responsible for the following:

Coordinates environmental studies information and inform MPN on the latest environmental reqmremens 
Conducts scientific studies of significant environmental incidents.
Review new projects designs tor environmental compliance 
Keeps Management advised and recommends corrective actions when required 
Performs special duties on environmental matters as directed 
Assumes-key contact on pint industry studies and development 
Communicates Environmental standards to MPN 

Educational Qualification: Minimum a B. Sc„ B. Eng or B Tech. degree with at least Second Class . * »  Dmkm  
(2.1) in any of the following engineering disciplines or Second Class Lower Division (2.2) with Waste Dmpm m 
Applied Sciences. Environmental Sciences/studies and Engineering field

WORK EXPERIENCE:
Sufficient working expenence of 5 -1 0  years in oil production/operation with a minimum 2 years expend - - SM iy  
Health and Environment will meet our requirements.

DRILLING ENGINEERS: REF. DRLG/001/06
Job Description: The primary role and responsibility of the Drilling/Completions Engineer is to ensure tr* o c *-—  
of the best available economical technology in drilling and completions operations. Other responsibilities uae *-«■ 
cost estimates, surveillance and improvement of daily progress, follow up assessments and eqmpnert ~ *vt» * i^ l  
application. From time to time, provides rig site technical assistance to Drilling Supervisors ounng -am  « a l 
operations.

Other specific duties include:
•  Monitors drilling operations according to safety and quality control standards, environmental 

corporate policy, and contract terms.
•  Devises cost-effective techniques to drill, complete, and rework company-operated wells.
•  Interfaces closely with subsurface teams, completions/subsea teams, and 3“ parly suppliers o  ere- • f w  i »

well is drilled on time and within budget.
•  Prepares final well reports with strong emphasis on lessons learned.
•  The ideal experience range for this position is 5 to 10 years of drilling and related operations expene < *  •>

least two (2) years working in offshore drilling activities. In addition to the drilling experience •
requires an individual who brings a well-rounded knowledge and exposure to completion and workov- 
Qualified candidates must be able to work in. and develop all phases of drilling; from wen a n y  w A  
engineering, to drilling and completion activities. Successful candidates must possess good witter a
communications skills, uncompromising integrity, be zealous and quick to learn new expertise througr -wrong

Education, Experience & Skills
>  Candidates should possess a Bachelors degree (B. Sc./B. Tech./B. Eng.) with a minimum of second ass sxm

(2.1) division in any of the following disciplines - Mechanical, Chemical or Petroleum Engineering. Mus x a M  
NYSC discharge or exemption certificate.

DRILLING SUPERVISORS • REF. DRLG/002/06
•  Job Description: This position reports to Drilling Operations Superintendent and its pnmary «  ana

responsibility is to provide day to day on-site supervision of drilling dperations. He will be the primary coru ct 
the rig and third patty personnel at the rig site to ensure operations are performed in accordance with wm trtbig  
program and in a sate and cost-etfective manner,

•  Basic function shall include the following:
•  Ensure dnllmg procedures are followed as planned and conducted in an optimum manner
•  Organises and orders the necessary services and equipment to conduct drilling and testing operators
•  Will be responsible for Safety and Health procedures being continuously enforced and in makinc joabc

decisions in emergency situation to prevent well catastrophes as well as significant additional cost
•  Ensures that the ng and third party equipment is adequately and properly maintained. Maintains nvent .o r a l

ecjuipment/matenals/supplies toensure a snx)otn_ongoirig_oj)erat(ons.____
•  is responsible for complying with all government and other appropriate regulations: including of e d u c a to r  of 41 

personnel on rigs on safety and related issues.
•  Ensures accurate and adequate reports and records are kept regarding operations, equipment and evai. or
•  Such candidates must be willing to work on rotational basis and spend a large part of their career offsno - » t *

rigs.

Education, Experience & Skills
•  Candidates should possess a Bachelors degree (B. ScTB. TechVB. Eng.) with a minimum of second cias> « p «  

division in any of the following disciplines - Mechanical, Chemical or Petroleum Engineenng Mus) poaess 
NYSC dischaige or exemption certificate. Experience range for this position is 5 -1 0  years' cognate ope jtional 
experience in the field.

•  They must have functioned as tool pushers with a Drilling Contractor and or other drilling service provide
•  Good leadership skill is a must for this position.

REMUNERATION k CAREER
Compensation and benefits package for these positions is very competitive in Oil & Gas industry and career s 
rewarding

METHOD OF APPLICATION
If you meet the requirements listed for any of these positions and are interested in making a career with our company . *-<»se 
attach your resume and personal & job data in excel spreadsheet in toe format shown below on email and send toerr n s  
email address upstreamnigeriarecnjitmgGexxonmobH.coai. Please indicate position sought and reference Number

AH applications MUST reach the email address Indicated within two weeks of this 
publication. Any applications received after two weeks from the date of publication 
will not be entertained.

F irs t N a m Middle
In itia l

Sax

t
Data O f B irth  
(Mm/Dd/Yyyy)

S ta taO f
O rigin

Institu tion
Attended

D iscip line Q ualification, 
Grade f t  Year

NYSC Status
Q ualification

Current
Employees)

Worlt
Years

GSM
Number

Email
Address

Address 1 (Street 
Address)

Address 2 (Stale) T e s tC a o a r

Ekanem Lucy M Fem­
ale

06/12/1992 Cross
Rivers

UMCAL Chem.
Engineering

B.Sc. 2.1 
2001. M.Sc. 

2004

Discharged 
Aug.. 2006

CIPM. NM . 
COREN

« Daily Public ft 
Consultants.

2 08000000000
yahoo.com

12, O sodi St. 
Kaduna,

Kaduna L l—  <»».

Please Note: The following applications will not be entertained:
(1) Applications that do not conform to the above format. (2) Applications not received through the e-mail address provided above (3) Applications that do not meet specific requirements 

for each position. Only successful candidates will be contacted and candidates are advised to check their email from the 3rd week of this publication.
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rHF.RN NIG. PI C 
\1ENT CO. PLC.

5T-TIER SE C U R IT IE S
N am e 

>TOCK FFEDS PLC.
OKOMl OIL. PALM COMPANY PLC 
iCO PLC 
Totals

).\10B Il Y. & TYRE
LOP NIGERIA PLC.
3RISCOAF PLC.
Totals

BSS BANK PLC 
i \ \K  NIGERIA PLC.
'.TLRNATIONAL BANK PLC.
BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
\NK PLC
STMOM BANKING 
RNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 
RCONTINFNTAL BANK PLC. 
i BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
BANK PLC.
\NIC BANK PLC 
l̂ UM BANK PLC 

:ED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
)N BANK NIGERIA PLC. *
IA BANK PLC.
[TH BANK PLC 
Totals 

SERIES
<BSS NIGERIA PLC 

F BREWERIES PLC 
Totals 

|JING M VTE RI ALS
ia:  ment pi_c:
CEMENT COMPANY PLC 

£N1 feOMPAN.Y OF NORT 
K AN PORTLAND CL.

[• Totals
1ICAI & PAINTS
IER PAINTS PLC,
LC.

|MEYER PLC.
, PLC.
[RIA-GI RMAN CHEMICALS PLC . 
r Totals
p LOME RATES
LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC 
| O NIGERIA PLC 
LLARAMS PLC. 
i HOLT PLC.
MDUSTRIES PLC 
'.NIGERIA PLC.
[EVER NIGERIA PLC'

NIGERIA PLC.
[■ Totals 
TRUCTION 
MN (W.A.)PLC.
JS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
| Totals
b/BEV ERAGES & TOBACCO 
Ibottling COMPANY PLC 
BURY NIGERIA PLC.
[JR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
|RIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
LE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
t'HERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
j  Totals
ITHCARE
IS MEDICAL PLC.
KOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 

: BAKER NIGERIA PLC 
1FTH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
| Totals
^TRIaL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS

GASES PLC 
T ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
Foam Nigeria plc.
I PR( >DL CTS PLC. 
f Totals 
RANCE
I INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 
> INSURANCE PLC.
KERS TONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
BADER INSURANCE PLC.
ICO ASSURANCE PLC.
(jUNlON AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.
JAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC 
t INSURANCE CO. PLC. 

kL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
I INSURANCE PLC.
AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.

\ Totals 
KGEDFUNDS 
LEASING PLC 

I Totals

UL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 
I Totals
I AGING
ICROWNCARS & CONTAINERS PLC.
PAK NIGERIA PLC 
| Totals

TLEUM4 M ARKETING )
|lL PLC.
CAN PETROLEUM PLC.

PLC
vlA OIL & GAS PLC.

IL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
"bo PLC
|CO (NIGERIA) PLC.
I I  NIGERIA PLC
■ Totals
f lN G  & PU BLISH ING  
BMAN NIGERIA PLC.
■ Totals
IESTATE
1 PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
| Totals
I les
\D NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
[Totals

■1 Totals *

TH E N IG E R IA N  STO C K  E X C H A N G E
No of Deals
1
2 
6 
9

12
7 j
19

96
12
2
380
4
259
6
2
87
1
6
33
3
116
39
4
15
1,045

46
254
300

Qu otation(N)
2.00 
IS no 
I I 0

102

9.10 
2.26 
33.65 
!. 14 
13.11 
4.57 
0.S4 
8.90 
1.40 
2.80 
5.97 
2.60 . 
i: 90
25.48 
' 4 
1 • > 64'

). 51 
49

:0 ' 
.49

Quantity Traded
15.000 
1,100 
105,100 
121.200

145,923
6,324
152,247

2,421,901
134,579
15,004
3,258,437
3,269,526
4,746,888
6.836.000 
30,665 
1,544,067
1.000 
106,764 
358,967 
128,692 
986,957 
62,769 
19,843
164,941 
24,087,000

49,603
984.740
1,034,343

71,859 
12*361 . ,
2 .’6 50
219,369
306,245

Value of Shares
30,000.00
19.800.00

1.208.650.00
1.258.450.00

408.066.11
37.972.00

446.038.11 
BANKING

6,442,516.45
1,224,668.90

33,909.04
109,938,044.19

3,727,259.64
62,616,125.09
31,240,520.00

25,758.60
13.816.324.83 

1,400.00
298.939.20 

2,145.362.40
334.599.20

12.714.136.83
1.599.354.12 

74,212.82
3,239,441.24

249,472,572.55

5.000,959.58
35.968,367.48
40,969,327.06

2,438,*327.53 
. .80,385,50

19.345.00 
3,617,712.10
6.155.770.13

: ; 2̂ 12,909 49.043.63
9 32,249 287,361.63

: 3..SO 4,316 16,400.80
3 0 36 5.000 1,800.00
2 j 4 10 3.000 12,300.00
21 57,474 366,906.06

4 ; i .24 28,716 35,607.84
3 : 3 40 6.551 22,273.40
1 : C.83 1,206 1,000.98
2 1.56 2,340 3,650.40
28 16.20 54,422 881.636.40
77 16.21 211,353 3,425,018.96
94 20.82 286,341 5.981,610.83
2 | 0 82 17,728 14,536.96
211 608.657 10,365,335.77

2 1 09 2,500 2,725.00
7 21.50 7,880 169,420.00
9 10,380 172,145.00

24 26.18 224,229 5,891,693.20
91 66.00 174,857 1 1,518,748.81
57 25.51 200,623 5,190,848.50
29 60.16 27,707 1.679,526.13
22 190.00 38,387 7,293,556.51
7 16.25 25,065 425,955.00
230 690,868 32,000,328.15

6 2.63 66,200 174,308.00
15 10.41 33,452 343,555.20
6 5.36 9,575 51,322.00
2 3.23 9,850 31,815.50
29 119,077 601,000.70

12 2.85 67,777 191,242.93
2 0.70 7,709 5,423.39
34 4.90 138,378 662,365.78
3 1.22 104,535 127,759.45
51 318,399 986,791.55

1. 0.56 15,000 8,400.00
15 2.29 353,333 802,179.24
12 1.48 340,686 510,307.28
2 1.70 100,000 170,000.00
1 0.67 10,000 6,700.00
3 1.07 50,000 53,300.00
1 0.79 1,000 790.00
5 2.90 42.950 124,555.00
5 2.87 35,012 100,574.44
1 1 1.30 536,000 701,720.00
6 3.07 66,130 203.019.10
62 1.550,111 2,681,545.06

3 1.18 48,666 . 57,425.88
3 48,666 57,425.88

MARITIME
5 1.85 36,000 66.600.00
S 36,000 66,600.00

3 1.11 14,285 15,899.20
2 1.45 14,540 21,083.00
S' 28,825 36,982.20

4 0.53 325,500 172,570.00
39 44.00 187,212 8,348,548.45
48 90.00 40,173 3,657,203.49
7 2.77 9,640 27,100.80
29 155.15 45,090 7,027,281.20
74 90.20 330,799 30,424,636.95

' 16 115.50 10,506 1,210,924.83
10 185.00 14,604 2,684,370.00
227 963,524 53,552,635.72

1 3.19 15,000 47,850.00
1 15,000 47,850.00

25 9.46 213,494 2,030,866.04
25 213,494 2,030,866.04

3 2.06 5,425 11,181.90
3 5,425 11,181.90

2,357 30,366,935 401,279,751.88

REPORT AS AT WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2006

TOP 10 TRADES YESTERDAY 
SYMBOL
UNIC 
UBA 
NB
INTERCONT 
UAC-PROP 
FSB
ACCESS 
F1RSTBANK 
GUARANTY 
IBTC
TOP JO GAINERS 
SYMBOL

NBC 
AP
ASHAKACEM 
MOBIL 
UAC-PROP 
GLAXOSMITH 
VITAFOAM 
GUARANTY 
CADBURY 
LONGMAN 
TOP 10 LOSERS 
S\ MBOI IAS
TEXACO 
OANDO 
CONOIL 
FIRSTBANK 
OKOMUOIL 
UNILEVER 
FLOURMILL 
NIG-GERMAN 
UACN 
CFAO

Survey identifies lull 
in cassava export

VOLUME VALUE TRADES
1,471,200.00 1.917.480.00 18
1,524,124.00 19,589,563.66 160
1,608,577.00 58,651,566.73 364
1,846,735.00 16,518,922.95 111
2,089,030.00 20,736,926.04 53
3*270,608.00 3,728,493.12 5
3,782,129.00 9,989,298.25 136
5,030,620.00 168,787,718.75 591
7,321,776.00 96,616,552.87 358
8,529,498.00 38,979,805.86 31

LASI CLOSE YESTERDAY'S CLOSE CHANGE
61.00 64.05 +3.05
42.95 44.40 \ +1.45
33.70 34.78 +1.08
155.06 156.02 +0.96
9.58 10.04 +0.46
10.10 10.40 +0.30
4.70 4.90 +0.20
13.00 13.20 +0.20
65.81 66.00 +0.19
3.04 3.19 -0.15

T CLOSE YESTERDAY'S CLOSE CHANCE
114.70 112.00 -2.70
94.10 92.00 -2.10
91.00 89.00 -2.00
34.19 13.00 -f.l>
18.00 17.50 -0.50
21.00 20.52 -0.48
26.15 25.87 -0.28
431 4.10 -0.21
16.20 16.00 -0.20
3.57 3.41 -0.16

By H a m isu  M u h a m m a d , B u s in e ss  R e p o r te r

A  report on the non-oil export performance for 
January to December, 2005 carried out by Co 
bait International Limited, shows that no signicant 

progress has been recorded in cassava export despite 
governm ent’s efforts to promote the sector.

According to data released by the survey, cost o f 
transportation, labour tax and exchange rate are some of 
the obstacles that hindered the progress o f  export o f the 
product.

The report also said the fact that cassava has not yet 
met the international standard has made export less 
favourable. “Other factor that could be responsible for 
the low export o f  cassava is that most processing facto­
ries in Nigeria are unwilling to pay at the market price, 
which invariables discourages farmers from having to pro­
duce more.”

This according to the survey, does not encourage ex­
porters, who buying directly from farmers get it at high 
price at the same rate it is purchased in the local market.

The prices at which companies placed on 1 metric ton 
is N8,000 flat rate while if  sold at the local market proces­
sors it is between N 13,000 to N 14,000 depending on the 
variety, the report said.

On the performance o f the non-oil sector in the coun­
try , a to ta l am o u n t o f  $ 8 8 9 ,6 4 9 ,4 7 4 .7 0  (ab o u t 
N 115,107,822,048) of non-oil products have been exported 
based on analysis o f the raw data provided by the survey.

The survey also reported that the month o f December 
2005 has the highest value o fN  15,329,725,979, while the 
m onth  o f  Ju ly  is the  lo w est w ith  an am o u n t o f  
N6,814,318,885.

The data shows that in comparison, the quarterly dis­
tribution o f Oct-Dec, 2004 and 2005 indicated that export 
for 2005 is higher.

The trend in export performance this year has not been 
stable as it has risen and fallen due to global economic 
changes that have prevailed all over, the report concluded.
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NIGERIAN AIRSPACE MANAGEMENT AGENCY
MURTALA M UHAM M ED AIRPORT  

P.M.B. 2 1 0 8 4 .IKEJA-LAGOS* NIGERIA

ADVERTISMENT
PROVISION OF INSURANCE COVER

INTRODUCTION

The Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (NAMA), was established by an Act o f Parliament N0.48 o f May 
1999 to provide Safe, Efficient and Economic air navigation services in Nigeria.

The Agency has huge investment in form of:

^"Navigational Aids
//Radio/STCOM  Communication Facilities 
^Surveillance Equipment
^ O th e r  Ancillary Equipment in all the Airports and Enroute Stations in Nigeria.

In our bid to have adequate insurance cover for our facilities and Equipment as outlined above, the Agency is 
inviting applications from interested and reputable insurance companies to provide insurance cover for year 
2006/2007.

SCOPE OF INSURANCE COVER

Insurance coverage is required in the following areas:

/ / ’Fire and Special Perils 
//M o to r Insurance (Comprehensive) 
z/Money-in-Transit 
y  Workmen's Compensation 
./B urglary & Theft 
^/Public Liability.

Interested insurance companies should submit the following documents along with their application.

"Company profile/proposal (including assets base), 
ividence of performance in similar areas or field experience.
Evidence of payment of Income Tax. 

idence of Registration with NAMA

application and relevant documents should be forwarded not later tha two (2) wee 
the date of this publication to-*

The Managing Director/Chief Executive 
Nigerian Airspace Management Agency 

P. M. B. 21084 
Ikeja-Lagos

11 . I V  J J U



'n

' " a g e  2  I

When Zana mam ma
T he boys slrtg as they  

w o rk  and  b e a d s  d f  
sw eat roll ddwn their 

b od ies. The fine song tends 
to Hse as soon  as they make a 
find, or w hen they are Jtist a 
few  m inutes aw ay from som e  
b ig  d is c o v e r y . O f  c o u r se , 
there w as the hope that som e­
thing valuable, or evert a rrte- 
ttiento, w ould  ha%e survived  
the b ig  fire o f  January 16th 
w hich had ertguifed the very  
heart o f  the Sabotigarl market, 
destroying som e 176 shdps ih 
the p rocess . Sddti the boys  
com e upon layer upon layer 
d f  w h a t lo o k s  l ik e  b la c k  
sttidoth sand, but w hich  w as 
th reality, sugar, as som eone  
sw if t ly  p o in ts  dut, and the 
bdys eduld not help laughing  
at this realisatidtt. N ow , Wdrk 
stdps for a w h ile  as they en- 
jdy the nidment. N dt tdd far 
aw ay a grdup d f  si*  schddi 
g ir ls  are b u sy  ru m m a g in g  
w ithin  the debris. Sddtt Lami 

a  h a lf ­

fly ladaftrtia Ujorha*
Assistant Editor Features ] 

who was i n  Zaria 
m rtit b a n g le  w h ic h  sh e  

prdtitptly puts on her w rist, 
and b egins to pose like a m a­
ture lady, to the admiration o f  
her peers. A fter a w h ile  Rabi 
a lso  finds a neck lace, w hich  
had been gravely  Wdrsted by  
the fire* and like Lami she puts 
it on, and the fash idh  cdtt- 
scldus young lady in her, b e­
gins to Uhfold td the delight 
d f  her ftiertds.

th e r e  Is b ig  fUtt this after- 
Hddn am ong children itt the 
market, awd for a w hile every- 
dtte forgets about the recent big  
Are and its destructive effect.

Thus the Sabongari mar­
ket fire has givert children in 
the im m ediate neighbdurhdod 
d f  the m arket, a ch an ce  td 
m ake sdnie m oney by assist­
ing in c lea r in g  n ib b le , and 
a lso  the space td engage in 
the ‘h u n t’ for burnt item s  
w hich  can nq, longer be si.

Wrs.Idoivu standing in front o f her shop.

in the market, but w hich  the 
children w duld certainly de­
light in. T his afterrtdott there 
is a permanent hammering go- 
ing drt ih the market, as trad­
ers m ake e fforts  td rebuild  
their burnt shops. The m ason  
is busy, and not a few  traders 
sit by quietly, som etim es con ­
so lin g  th em selves, as th ey  try 
to rise above the n ia jd rlosses  
they incurred in the recertt fire. 
Alhaji Salisu  B ogobiri has al­
w ays traded ih Sugar, rice atid 
sa lt at the m arket. H e te lls  
Daily l> tiS t that he needs at 
least N 7 0 ,0 0 0  td rebuild just 
tine d f  the twd shdps d f  his, 
Which gdt burnt in the fire. 
T h is  a ftch id d tt , h e cd u ra- 
ged u siy  iertds a hand in the 
recd ttstru ctld n  e ffd r t . H is  
yotirtger brothers have a lso  
travelled dbwn ftdm  the v il­
lage td assist him  ih the e f ­
fdrt, and as th ey  Wdrk, he 
^dlnts at th?; rem afjis d f  h is  
sa lt, sugar, and rice  sto ck , 
w hich have afl addpted an un­
healthy black cdtour'just HdW.

This seem s td be the sea- 
sdn d f  fires in markets around 
the country. R ecen tly  there  
was ft fipe at the Palluja market 
id V ola  in  w h ich  dver  3 0 0  
sh dps w ith  property  w orth  
dver hundreds d f  miiltortS d f  
naira, w e fe  burnt td ash es. 
This fire seem ed  td haVe been  
eau sid  by a generatdr w hich  
w as put dtt as a result d f  a 
jjower dutage. Then there was 
th t  ttre at the Sdkdtd Central 
m arket w h ere a ll the Stalls 
Were razed down during the iti- 
feftld, in addltidn to Sdtiie 200  
M ak esh ift stoHrs. O ff ic ia ls  
$ iv e j cd ttfeetvatiV alV ^sti- 
mated the toss at abdtit i . i  bil- 
lidti Haiti, in  bdth the tjailuja 
^ ld lS o k it t t f ir e  incidents. the 
rttefl o f the re serv ice either  
tottled up U te,( or evert w hen  
they tum edjupj th e}  had very  
ljttle water to aSJist in dous-

jcene uj great uestructton in me mancet
ihg the m assive flam es, w hich from  the shdps in the dpen
w ere Hd ddubt fuelled  by the 
harmattan wind.

A lhaji A bas A bdullahi Is 
the C hairm an d f  the Sabdtt 
Oari Main Market Traders As- 
sdciatidn. A ccdrd ing  to him  
there are three types d f  shdps 
at the Zarla market, w hich  in­
clu d e the perm anent shdps, 
tem p o ra ry  s h o p s , an d  the  
open space shdps. In h is v iew  
the fire w duld seem  td have  
begun ftdm  the shdps tocated  
w ith in  the open space area, 
and these are actually  illegal 
m a k esh ift shd ps, w h ich  a*e 
ttdt eveh  h u m B erk , tfe  said  
that the fifre at the m arket w as 
ndt hiclped by the fa«t that the 
dpett space shdps com pletely  
blocked  the road, w hich  men  
d f  tild.fire SerV iti^ow fd ftavfe 
U sed fb acces$ tta^narket. to 
th is w W s :  “t h e  fire started

sp a c e  and  th en  sp rea d  td 
dther areas. We are ndt cdm - 
fb rtab le  w ith  sh d p s ih the  
open space. This is w h y  w e  
have been arguing tor them to 
m dve dut d f  the market. T hey  
have sin ce  occupied  the main  
road w hich leads iritd the mar­
ket. T hese shdps are illega l, 
w e have writteH td the Ideal 
gdvernment dtt this matter, but 
hitherto  had ndt datie an y ­
thing abdut it,

N d w  they  h ave rea lised  
their m istake, and they are try­
in g  td se e  that th e  road is  
cleared d f  the shdps and aisd 
tarred as w ell. Hitherto, it has 
Hdt beeti ea sy  tor pedple to 
drive intd the market because  
d f  the situattott.*’ A ccdrding  
td A lhaji A bas A bdullahi, the 
Kaduna state governm ent, as 
Well as the aUthdritieS Of the

■ — *    * j t i

Ideal gdvernm ent, are coming 
together to tender sssistanct 
to the market, and so-nr o f  thiJ 
assistance has just carted  a fl  
riving, he indicated o this re-1 
pdtter._____

Soon the boys cot 
tike black smootl 
as someone 
laughing at this 
as they laugh. \ r  
ate bus$rumm\ 
andpi 
on nm

i/i a

neck
HkeLa 
lady in heri



ket burned

H e disc said that that thet-e 
is a h ew  plan to fix  a number 
o f  water hydrants attd fire ex ­
tinguishers at strategic spots  
aroUhd th e  m arket* w h ic h  
WdUld be o f  great assistance

in the even t o f  a fire. A lso  
Govem oi- Ahm ed M oham m ed  
Makarfi, Who Visited the scene 
Of the fit-e iilcidetlt, said the 
market w ould Shortly undergo 
a facelift that w ill m ake all 
parts o f  it a ccess ib le  in case  
o f  an em ergency. A lso  it has 
b eco m e very  c lear  that the 
S a b o n g a r i m ark et is c o n ­
gested , and the absence o f  an 
a ccess  road ihto the market 
w as what d irectly  led to the 
c o n su m p tio n  o f  c o u n t le s s  
shops in the market during the 
inferno. A ccord ing to A lhaji 
A bas A bdullahi, lo sses  aris­
in g  from  th e  burnt sh o p s  
am ount to  193*393*000 naira* 
and this figure does not in­
c lu d e  s h o p s  in  th e  o p en  
space, t ie  also  said that shops 
ih the Opett space are regarded 
as illegal structures, and there­
fore w ill Hbt be entitled to any 
form o f  com pensation. On the 
other hand there traders whb  
had shbps w hich  had been o f ­
ficially  allocated to them, such 
as the oecupattts o f  perm a­
nent and tem porary  shops*  
w ould  be entitled to com p en ­
sation .

t h e  fire  in cid en t at the  
S ab on gari m arket has a lso  
drawn attention to the traders

it* upon layer upon layer of what looks 
sand) but which was in reality, sugar, 
* points out\ and the boys could not help 
tallsation. Now> wor$ stops for a while 
too far away a group&fslx schoolgirls 

\ng within the deBrisM$op JLamt gasps 
-burnt bangle whic^ jg fp ^omptly puts 

is to pose 
After a 

m gravel
I t  m ,

to unfold to thj

w h o  h a il from  O g b o ttio so  
w hich constitute a sign ificant 
proportion  o f  traders in the 
m arket. M rs IdoWU, for in ­
stance, arrived the Sabongari 
market in 1976, and has re­
m ained there trading in baby 
item s ever since. Her shop was 
com pletely  burnt dow n ih the 
fire ihcidettt, ahd she is a bit 
hesitant ih term s o f  continu­
ing w ith the reconstruction o f  
her shop. She w ould like to re­
ce iv e  a clear signal from g o v ­
ernm ent in th is regard. She  
a ls o  to ld  Dally Trust that 
Yoruba from  O gbom oso have 
an adventurous trading spirit, 
and this is w hy they are found 
in com m unities spread across 
N igeria* and e v e n  in other  
W est African hations* such as 
Ghana.

sh o la  idow u, Mrs. tdow u’s 
daughter, sits qu ietly  nearby, 
and she te lls  Daily tYust that 
i f  som eon e  g o es to a towH, 
ahd not a sin g le  person ftom  
O g b o m o s o  ca n  b e  fo u n d  
there* either living or trading 
there* then such a p lace m ay  
not be good  tor business, ahd 
such a visitor* based on this 
observation* should instantly  
leave . B o th  m o th e r  and  
daughter sit just outside their 
shop w h ich  had beett ra ied  
down. Mrs Idowu is Stoic* her 
daughter, a m odem  picture o f  
her m other w hen she w ould  
have been in her late 2 0 ’s or 
thereabouts, is equally stoic. 
Mrs. N dukuba, a lso  tost tw o  
shops in the fire, and she jdins 
the id o w u ’s for a photograph.

H ajiya Fati A bdulgartiyu  
a lso  h a ils  from  O gb om oso . 
She lost tw o shops in the fire, 
and she te ils  Dally tYust that 
heiM osses am ount to i 50 ,000  
iiatfa. Like the IdoWu’S above, 
Zaiia has becom ehotrie to  her, 
art^ she is interested ih recon­
structing her shop, and con ­
tinuing to trade in Zaria.

•IT

Hpn signs ttftfiedeMSttttion caused by theflre.

Alhaji Aha* Abdullahi, Chairman, Sabongari Market Thtders Association pointing towards tht spot 
wherei

rpical makeshift stall made of wood. They are speedily consumed in the event of a fire.
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S. C. C. (NIGERIA) LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF LINE PIPES

SCC NIGERIA LIMITED expresses its appreciation and gratitude to His Excellency 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, g c fr , President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

for your continued support for the Pipe Manufacturing Industry and achievement of 
receiving the American Petroleum Institute (API) certification, International 

Standards Organization (ISO) 9001 - 2000 which you graciously unveiled the monograms 
These monograms are symbols of international quality and achievement 

which represent the vision of the President and the desire of all Nigerians.
" W ithout your vision and support this dream of an international standard Nigerian Pipe

Manufacturing Industry will not be realized. THANK YOU.

We also thank other distinguished guests for making the occasion a memorable event. Your Excellency 
by this gesture we are in no doubt of your administration’s undying commitment to the 

growth and development of the local manufacturing industry.

Thank You, Mr. President 
Thank You, Honourable Minister of Water Resources 

Thank You, Members of the National Assembly 
Thank You, Members of the Federal Executive Council 

Thank you, our Distinguished Invited Guests

APIQR - 0529
ISO 8001 : 2 U &

TS - 0057
Msnufaeljiers Of Line Pipe Riain EmJ PSL 1 
b'arsufaciiirsrs O' Line Pipe Plain Ertl PSL 2

S. C. C. (NIGERIA) LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF LINE PIPES

ABUJA:
Plot 741 Cadastral Zone B4, off Obafemi Awolowo Way, P. O Box 4486, Garki, Abuja, Tel: 09-6551000, Fax: 09-6551040

LAGOS:
7, Olosa St., Plot 1656, Victoria Island, P. O. Box 51888, Falomo, Ikoyi, Lagos, Tel: 01-2622153-4, 262230, 2621927; Fax2611290

e-mail: abuja@sccnig.com

Signed:,SCO,^Nigeria) Limited

mailto:abuja@sccnig.com
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K a n o  T r u s t
antata advises 

bvt on investment
ano State govern­
ment has been ad- 

~vised to shed po- 
:onsiderations in its 
iient policies in order 
jurage people to in- 

»d enhance economic 
[o f  the state, 

b u s in e s sm a n  in 
A lha ji Dr. A m inu 

jia, gave the advice at 
Jm in Kano State, 
iaji A m inu D antata 

I that political consid- 
|ns had reduced the in- 

o f  the public in in- 
:nt activities, 

a lso  en jo in ed  the 
jgovernm ent to  step 
forts to improve social 

so that the pub- 
,be comfortable in in- 

|g  their money in vi- 
rojects.

le  b u sin essm an  ex- 
;d re g re t th a t the  

h as been  a b le  to 
|w ith  industrial chal- 

w hile the North is 
igging behind.

|-' poin ted  out that it 
)a r t o f  S a rd a u n a ’s 
:y  for the N orth  to 
(tain h igh econom ic  
>, but u n fo rtuna te ly  
averse is the case as 
o f  our industry  and 
lercial activities have 
rued to decline, 
ihaji Am inu D antata 
vas com m issioner for 
le rce , in d u stry  and 
;ra tiv e s  in 1967 to 

in Kano State, ob- 
i that the problem  o f 
sistency which led to 
voking and re-award- 
f  contracts had also 
ted against viable pro- 
nes.

P o in te d  o u t th a t 
w ere “v iab le  plans 
our tim e which were 
ot executed.” 
participant at the Fo- 
/ho was form er com- 
iiner for com m erce in 
ta te , A lhaji Z ubairu

A b d u lh am eed  D an b a tta , 
called on the state govern­
ment to site factories in vil­
lages w here raw m aterials 
are in abundant and also 
advised governm ent to im ­
prove funding o f  coopera­
tiv e s  to  en h a n c e  g ra s s ­
roots developm ent.

Earlier, the current Com­
m issioner for C om m erce 
and Industry, Alhaji Ahmed 
Ibrahim Yakasai, disclosed 
that the forum was initiated 
for the former com m ission­
ers o f  com m erce to look 
into the problems militating 
against Industrial Develop­
ment in the state.

He pointed out that the 
p resen t ad m in istra tion  is 
co m m itted  to In d u s tr ia l 
and com m ercial develop­
ment o f  the state and have 
stepped up efforts to en ­
hance the Dry Port and Free 
Trade Zone Projects in the 
state.

hekarau

Som e hernia pa tien ts w aiting to be operated  on under the Kano S ta te  hernia cam paign at B ich i G eneral H ospital...recently

Shekarau inaugurates Kano economic summit 
K

ano State govern 
m ent has inaugu- 
a te d  a 4 0 -m a n  

c o m m itte e  to  c o n d u c t 
Kano State Economic Sum­
mit in M arch, 2006 even as
1.5m n a ira  has been re ­
leased as tak e -o ff grant o f  
the project.

The Kano state sum m it 
is m eant, to  reposition  the 
industrial and com m ercial 
status o f  the state.

The A cting  S ecre ta ry  
to the S tate G overnm ent 
(SSG) and Head o f  Serv­
ice, M alam  R ab i’u Zakari 
Yau, who represented  the 
governor at the occasion, 
sa id  th a t  th e  e c o n o m ic  
sum m it w ould  go a lo n g  
w ay in re ju v e n a tin g  the 
com m ercial status o f  the 
s ta te  and  c a lle d  on the  
m em bers o f  the com m ittee 
to ju s tify  the con fidence  
reposed on them by w ork­
ing assiduously  to achieve 
the set objectives.

S p eak in g  e a r lie r , the 
C o m m issio n er fo r C om ­
m e rc e , in d u s try  ,an d  
C ooperativesm  who is also 
Chairman Steering Commit­
tee o f  the sum m it, A lhaji 
A hm ad Ibrahim  Y akasai, 
no ted  tha t the  econom ic  
status o f  the once buoyant 
com m ercia l c ity  has d e ­
clined trem endously.

He noted that high rate 
o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t, d i s ­
p lacem ent o f  petty traders, 
lack o f  e lectric ity  supply, 
in c o n s is te n t  e c o n o m ic

By Jamilah Nuhu Musa,
Correspondent, (Kano) \

p o lic ie s  by th e  fe d e ra l 
g o v ern m en t, p ro b lem  o f  
transportation  and lack o f  
peace and stab ility  which 
has resu lted  from  ethnic 
and relig ious crisis in the 
p a s t has d r a s t ic a l ly  r e ­
duced econom ic develop­
ment.

A lhaji A hm ad Ibrahim  
Y a k a sa i s a id  th a t th e  
p re s e n t  a d m in is t r a t io n  
could not continue to a l­
low this to happen. It had 
th e re fo re  a c c e p te d  th e  
proposal o f  the Econom ic 
Summit which was the in i­
tiative o f  the K ano Peace 
and Development Initiative 
(KAPEDI).

In his ow n com m ents,

the Vice-Chairman Steering 
C om m ittee o f  the Sum m it, 
Dr. S ham sudeen  U sm an, 
who is also D eputy G over­
nor, C entral Bank o f  N i­
g e ria , sa id  th a t K ano is 
enorm ously endow ed w ith 
hum an  and  m a te r ia l  re ­
sources.

He noted that KAPEDI 
saw the need to redeploy 
the resources to the devel­

opm ent o f  the state.
Dr. S h a m su d e e n  

U sm an who is also chair­
man o f KAPEDI said that 
the challenge befo re  the 
com m ittee members would 
be how to transfo rm  the 
lives o f  the people in line 
w ith the recognition o f  the 
p re s e n t  g o v e r n m e n ts ’ 
achievem ents w ith a view  
to solid ify ing its success.

.. .urges accelerated immunisation
K ano State govern­

m en t has r e a f ­
firmed the need for 

new innovations aim ed at 
accelerating immunization 
in the country to curb the 
menace o f  polio virus and 
other related  d iseases af­
fecting humanity, especially 
children.

D isclosing this during 
an opening ceremony o f a 
two day retreat on Innova­
tive Ways o f  Accelerating 
Immunization Activities, or­
ganized by the National Pro­
gramme on Immunization, 
the state governor, Malam 
Ibrahim Shekarau, observed 
that reports ind icate  that 
poliom yelitis and a host o f 
other child killer diseases 
are yet to be eradicated.

Shekarau also stated that 
government has contributed 
immensely in bringing to an 
end the controversy on oral 
polio vaccine and in m obi­
lizing the public for inten­
sive National Immunization

By Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent, (Kano)

Days (NIDs) in 2005 through 
series o f  programmes and 
h o s tin g  o f  synch ron ized  
cross border workshop for 
religious leaders and tradi­
tional rulers to ensure suc­
cess o f the programme.

Represented by the act­
ing secretary  to the state 
governm en t and head o f  
se rv ic e , M alam  R ab iu  
Z akariyya’u, the governor 
explained that six out o f  the 
M illennium  D evelopm ent 
Goals are health related ac­
tiv ities and four o f  these 
g o a ls  can  be a c h ie v e d  
through effective immuniza­
tion.

He called  on the new 
leadership o f  the NPI to en­
sure that vaccines and other 
logistics are made available 
to a ll hea lth  cen ters and 
sensitize the populace for 
service acceptability as well 
as involve all stakeholders 
and gra ssroots com m uni-

ties in carrying out their pro­
grammes and activities.

The governor how ever 
charged the NPI to come up 
w ith  in n o v a tiv e  s tra teg y  
with a view to achieving po­
lio eradication this year and 
to raise routine immuniza­
tion  to susta inable  levels 
across the state and in the 
country as a whole.

Earlier in her response, 
the Coordinator/ C hief ex­
e c u tiv e , N a tio n a l p ro ­
gramme on Im munization, 
Dr. Edugie A. Abebe, stated 
th a t she assu m ed  o ffice  
over two weeks ago with a 
mandate to achieve acceler­
a ted  p o lio  e ra d ic a tio n , 
higher level o f routine immu­
nization coverage within the 
shortest time.

A ccord ing  to her, N i­
g e ria  rem ain s the m a jo r 
source o f wild polio (WPV) 
globally with almost 700 in 
circulation, adding that re­
treat is to provide opportu­
nity for stakeholders and re­

spected opinion leaders to 
rub  m in d s  on w ays o f  
reaching children with po­
lio vaccines.

The Nigeria Muslim Fo­
rum United Kingdom (UMF- 
UK) is an umbrella o f  N ige­
rian M uslims in the United 
Kingdom for M utual D is­
course based on Islamic in­
junction.

Prof. Eyitayo Lambo, Minister 
of Health
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E k o  T r u s t
Collapsed Building: LSHA summons landlord, govt official

L agos State House of 
Assem bly has sum ­
moned the owner of 

the building which collapsed 
last w eek at A m ukoko in 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun area o f the 
state.

It also summoned officials 
o f the Ministry o f Physical 
Planning and Urban Develop­
ment to appear before it next 
week.

The four-storey building, 
housing a clinic, had on Jan. 
2 0  collapsed; killing all the 
occupants, including a day- 
old baby. Moving a motion 
under matters o f urgent pub- 
lic im portance, A ssem bly

Stories by Olumide 
I Bajulaiye, Correspondent, 

_______ Lagos_________

ings in the Lagos metropolis 
in the last fours years. He 
urged the state government 
to enforce quality control in

the building o f  structures.
Shitta-Bey also called on 

government at all levels to 
procure necessary equipment

for effective disaster manage- company, 
ment. casions u-.

Julius Berger Nigeria Plc, during di 
a multi-national construction

;qu i| 
i the

m an, K olaw ole Taiwo 
(Ajeromi-Ifelodun 1), blamed 
the use o f sub-standard ma­
terials and unqualified con­
tractors for the spate o f  col­
lapsed buildings in the state.

“We are all aware o f the 
incessant collapse o f  build­
ings in the state; and we have 
to find a lasting solution to 
it,” he said.

Contributing, Assembly­
man, Abdulateef Shitta-Bey, 
expressed worry over the ris­
ing cases o f collapsed build-

Ajah crisis: LASG sets up 5-man judicial pai
L agos State govern­

m ent, on M onday, 
set-up a five man ju ­

dicial panel o f  inquiry into 
the A jah land  d ispu te  in 
which many lives were lost, 
even as the state House o f  
A ssem b ly  c o m m ise ra te s  
with the families o f  last Fri­
day’s collapsed building at 
Amukoko area o f the state 
in which all the occupants

lost their lives.
It also  set up ano ther 

panel o f  enquiry to look into 
the Kosoko Chieftaincy cri­
sis on the Island with a view 
to resolving the dispute ami­
cably.

The State Commissioner 
for Inform ation and Strat­
egy, Mr. Dele Alake, who an­
nounced the setting-up o f  
the panels said the measure

A pay loader clearing the debris o f the collapsed building at Amukoko Area of Lagos...recently Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

Tinubu unveils plans to tackle environmental problems
G o v e rn o r B ola 

T inubu o f  Lagos 
S ta te  T u es-d ay  

disclosed that the state has 
mapped out plans to evolve 
a lasting solution to envi­
ronmental problems in the 
state.

The governor stated this 
while flagging o ff a two day 
stakeholders seminar on Re­
view and Harmonisation o f  *
Environmental Laws held at 
the state auditorium, Alausa 
Ikeja.

Tinubu therefore, urged 
Lagos residents to imbibe 
the culture o f  cleanliness to 
com plem ent governm ent’s 
efforts.

M aking the rem arks at 
the conference jo in tly  or­
ganized by the Legal R e­
search and Resource Devel­

o p m en t C e n tre , T in u b u  
stated that his adm inistra­
tion, through the Ministry o f 
Environment had been pay­
ing serious attention to the 
environmental problems.

The governor, who was 
represented by his deputy, 
Mr. Olufemi Pedro, said the 
stakeholders’ conference  
was put together to harmo­
nise the environmental laws 
o f  Lagos so as to fashion out 
a better method that would 
help in trasforming the state 
into a cleaner Lagos State.

He lam en ted  th a t the 
state is confronted with poor 
waste management system, 
destitution, among others, 
saying there was the need 
to address these issues.

Tinubu however, said he 
was happy that the imple­

m entation o f  the reviewed 
Private Sector Participation 
(PSP) programme in the state 
is yielding positive results, 
ad d in g  th a t the h ab it o f  
d u m p in g  re fu se  in 
d ra in ag es , ch annels w as 
fast given way to the culture 
o f  bagging.

His words: “We have be­
gun to realise our dream o f a 
clean Lagos State. We have 
taking the right steps and 
are m oving fo rw ard” , he 
said, adding that the state 
had begun to receive com ­
m itm ent from  the federal 
government towards the de­
v e lo p m en t o f  the  L agos 
Mega city.

Governor Tinubu stated 
that he was optimistic that 
the conference would fash­
ion out workable blueprint 
for the government to work

with as well as set a platform 
for Lagos residents.

Speaking earlier at the 
event, the Commissioner for 
E n v iro n m en t, M r. T un ji 
Bello, said the purpose o f  
the conference was to facili­
tate the input o f  all 
stakeholders in the process 

. to ensure a thoroughness o f  
the process o f  reform a  

. foster a sense o f  ownership 
o f  tew to be effective,

Mr. Bello  decried that 
over the years, various le­
gal interventions had been 
adopted to address some o f  
thes^ challenges, noting that 
the environment in the state 
was inadequate.

He u rged  the  p a r tic i­
pants to use the opportunity 
m axim ally 'and participate 
fully in the deliberations for 
sustainable development in 
the state.

became necessary following 
the intractable land dispute 
that had degenerated  into

the repoi 
would be

s o f  the
- , . • ed

exco meet g 'V  ire gv
break down o f law and or­ ment wou d come ou
der. white pap cr which w

He said Governor Bola binding on all the w<
Tinubu o f Lagos State who parties.
approved the establishment On the  Ko
o f the panel at the Executive chieftain^ \ crisis the
Council meeting on Monday m issioner stated that
has also directed the state ernor Tin ubu has alsi
Commissioner o f Police, Mr. proved the setting up
Emmanuel Adebayo, to draft panel to iK»k into th
police officers to the area in pute with a view to r<
order to restore perm anent ing the cn sis.
peace and order. His wc rds: "Lagos

Members o f  the panel on govemm ent hereby ap
Ajah, according to Mr. Alake to all pan es regardu
include Justice M orenikeji 
Onolaja, Chairman, Profes­

Kosoko c leftainc} t
L agos to cease  fin

sor I. O. Smith, Mr. E. I. sheathe t heir sword
Alaba, Mr. Debo Adeshina, cause Go\ em or Tinul
Editor, Guardian N ew spa­ set up a p.anel o f  enqu
pers and Tylrs. Nike Nedum- resolve the knotty issv
nee Ransome-Kuti. “ In th<: interim. G

The panel is expected to n o r T inu bu has als<
submit its reports within 30 rected  th e state Com
days starting from yesterday s io n e r i f  P o lice
to the state government for Adebayo. to draft his
further action. to the Isla id  to maintai

According to Mr. Alake, and order

...appeals for calm

La
*

i

agos State government 
has charged the feud­
ing parties in the Ajah 

land dispute and the Kosoko 
chieftaincy title to sheathe 
their swords and allow peace 
to reign.

“This is the resolution of 
the State Executive Council 
(SEC) at its weekly meeting,” 
the Commissioner for Infor­
mation and S tra te g jt^ r  Dele 
A lake , to ld  new sm en on 
M onday at the B agauda 
Kaltho Press Centre.

He explained that contrary 
to insinuations in some quar­
ters, the state government has 
no interest in any o f the party.

‘’The matters are family 
a ffa ir s jfs  when they tended 

|ifo  a dangerous 
Tect the peace 

government 
in. “It is the 

duty ,government to
mainl • id  order in the
state,’

Ort <he Ajah land dispute, 
Alake announced that a judi­
cial panel o f inquiry, headed 
by Justice Morenikeji Onalaja 
o f the Ikeja High Court, had 
been constituted by the SEC.

‘’The panel, whose work 
is with immediate effect, has 
30 days to submit its report to

the stale government, 
said.

He explained that a  
o f its te rn s  o f refereno 
panel would look inti 
scope an c content o f th< 
sisting Supreme Court 
ment delivered on the 
dispute well as interp

A lake added  tha 
government had also 5 
letter to the feuding p 
in the A^iah land dispi 
maintai: ->eace and awi 
findings o f  the panel.

On the Kc 
chieftaincy matter, he ei 
ated the state gov err 
from rumours that it wa 
porting a particular can 
against the other.

“That is a figment c 
imagination; it was a 1 
issue. The government 
wade in when it was ta 
dangerous trend.

“Ours is to ensur 
justice is done and la 
order is maintained 
state,” he said.

Alake said a panel I 
into the causes o f  the 
would be announced 
adding that the govern 
directed the police co 
sioner to draft his met 
to maintain peace and



k.'

69y S m. ■' • " ft mw notisisqcNnoitouOoiq lio ni 3'isey Of '. -a aonaneqxd gnohowinsioittuS
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FROM 1 HE FINANCIAL ADVISERS TO THE 
SHAREHOLDERS OF UNITY BANK, BANK OF THE NORTH, NNB AND NEW AFRICAI

05 January 2006
To the Shareholders of:

Unity Bank Plc 
Bank ofThe North Limited 
NNB International Bank Plc and 
New Africa Bank Plc

Dear Sir/Madam
PR O PO SE D  M E R G E R  O F U N IT Y  BANK, BANK O F  T H E  N O R T H , NNB AN D N EW  A FR IC A
The Directors o f  Unity Bank, Bank ofT he North, NNB and New Africa have been holding discussions on  a proposal to merge all the assets, liabilities and undertakings o f  the four ban i 
The banks signed M erger Agreements on 08 and 14 Decem ber 20*05 to merge the four banks. The merger will be effected through a Scheme o f  M erger under Section 100 o f  t 
Investments and Securities Act No 45 o f 1999. '
As stated in the joint letter from the Chairmen o f  your banks on Pages 14 to 17 o f  the Scheme document. Intercity Bank recently concluded a merger with CentrePoint Bank Plc, I 
Interstate Bank Plc, Pacific Bank Limited, Societe Bancaire Nigeria Limited and Tropical Commercial Bank Plc pursuant to a Scheme o f  Merger dated 16 November 2005. I ! 
Scheme which was approved by the shareholders o f  the Unity Bank Group at their respective Court-Ordered meetings on 05 December 2005 has received the requisite approvals o fS t 
and CBN. It became effective and binding on the shareholders o f  the Unity Bank Group on 22 December 2005, when it was sanctioned by the Court. As part o f  that merger process ' 
shareholders o f  Intercity Bank also approved the bank's adoption o fits current name.
The joint letter from the Chairmen o f  your banks conveys the recommendation o f  your Directors that you vote in favour o f  the Scheme at the separate Court-Ordered Meetings o i l  n 
Bank, Bank ofT he North. NNB and New Africa that will be convened to approve the Scheme. Your Directors have authorised us as Financial Advisers to write k \you  to explain, on th 
behalf, the provisions and effects o fthe  Scheme, which we now summarise below:

I .
(a)

It is proposed that all the assets, liabilities am. undertakings, including real properties and intellectual property rights o fthe  Transferring Banks be transferred to Unity Bank with, 
further act or deed, the entire share capita is o f  the Transferring Banks be cancelled and the Transferring Banks be dissolved without winding up. In consideration for these trans I <. 
the holders o f  the Transferring Shares shail initially:
Receive In  Exchange F o r Every1:
5 Unity Bank shares 2 Bank ofT he North shares held on the  Effective D a t e d t g n a l s i f t  im u '.; w jU U  i ; ' ;l>51 Ifiitriquig*.
4 Unity Bank shares 5 NNB shares held on the Effective Date
1 Unity Bank share 5 New  Africa shares held on the Effective Date
This initial allotment may be adjusted at the conclusion o f  due diligence on the individual members ofthe  Unity Bank Group and the Transferring Banks as at 21 D ecem ber 2(x 
as provided in the Scheme.

(b) P rov ision  fo r  Dissenting  Sh areho lders
As the object o f  this Scheme is to enable the banks attain the M25 billion minimum capitalisation requirement, arrangements have been made for any holder o f  the Ijp p sfem n g  

- Shares who votes against the Scheme and in addition elects in writing, at the sole option ofthe enlarged Unity Bank, to:
be paid cash for all o f  the Transferring Shares held by him/her at the price o fN 0 .62  per share in lieu o f  the new Unity Bank shares that woqld otiher|fi|e have,beed allotted 
him/her pursuant to the Scheme; or jU 4. tf t l  t  • f 1

TH E  PR O PO SA L 
C onsideration

i f K f / /  % m r !.

( 0

(ii) ti^ne o fso lh  sal
so. „ . S3 5 f t

Meeting or w r  -.la

(c)

(d)

be allotted Unity Bank shares which shares will then be sold on his/her behalf by a stockbroker at the then quoted price o f  Unity Efajifc shares onjtheN Sfi
Arrangements have also been made for any shareholder o f  Unity Bank who votes against the Scheme and in addition elects in Writing, to  h iv e  his/ficr 
his/her behalfby a  stockbroker, at the then quoted price ofU nity Bank shares on The NSE at the tim e ofthe  sale. j | ' v  |i '*  | | | | '
The written notice o f  such election must be received by the Company Secretary o f  the relevant hank within fourteen (14) days o f  the reJevahiCpurt-Ord® 
such time as the Court may direct.
P ost-M erger Due Diligence S hare  A djustm ents 

The Directors ofU nity Bank, Bank ofT he North, NNB and New'Africa have agreed that for the purpose o f  determining an interim share exchange ratio for the Scheme, Unity Bank 
and the Transferring Banks shall be valued on the basis o f  their respective audited accounts for the last five financial years and Intercity Bank's due diligence report as at 31 March 
2005.
The Directors have also agreed to conduct due diligence on the individual m em bers o f  the Unity Bank Group and the Transferring Banks as at 21 December 2005 The due 
dil igence shal I be performed by the same due dil igence advisers who conducted due diligence on the Unity Bank Group,
It is intended that, within a month o f  the conclusion o f  this due diligence, the Valuation on page 156 o f  the Scheme Document will be recomputed for all the m embers o f  the U n ty  
Bank Group and the Transferring Banks, using the same valuation methods and the due diligence reports for all the members o f  the Unity Bank 
which shall be the final valuation for the Scheme.
The applicable share adjustments for m embers o f  the Transferring Banks are expected to be effected before share certificates for new polity  
Existing Shareholders o f  the Transferring Banks on the Effective Date o f  the Scheme.
The Directors have agreed that any share adjustments to be made to CentrePoint, f irs t Interstate, Pacific Bank, Societe S in c e re  
valuation o f  the Unity Bank Group will be effected to the Existing Shareholders o fthe  CentrePoint. First Interstate, Pacffip B ^ f c  S 
o fthe  merger ofthe  Unity Bank Group. |  >1 Jf 5 ^ n  I - v

Under the terms o f  the M erger Agreements, the Banks have miade several rjLtfe&ptafiops and warnmijeS to one another, infrel tanee on 4 h  
The Directors o f  the banks have agreed that i f  within two years o fth e  Effective Date o fth e  m erger o fth e  U nity  Bank Group, any o f th l  represen tation  b 
merger banks is found to be untrue or there is a  breach o f  any o fthe  warrantees* and such misra>i^!bAltk>n or breacl*of warranty has resulted ki a loss

and the Transferring Barks, 

are despatched to the

(e)

if)

In t he event that it becomes necessary so 
Transferring Banks will be determ ined^
Dividend an d  O th e r R ights ■ J
The new ordinary shares ofU nity  Bank, which w'ijltlie issued 
shal I form a single class with the existing issued ordinary shares o f  Unlty^ 
paid and made on the new shares. ? , -j .» ik

C onditions P recedent ’ ;>.4 , | l '  , , r  -  ^
The Scheme will become effective and binding on all shareholders o f  Uitify

.! new Unity Bank share for every 5 New 
The entire Shan
The contracts o f  employment o f  all

i shJrf s h
;apitals ofthe Transferring Banks

, . » t * v. * j
(i) it is ratified by a majority representing three-fourths in value o fthe  holders o fthe  shares o f  Uhitv Bahk. Bank o f  The  N

or by proxy at the separate meetings ofthe  shareholders o f  the respective hanks to be
( ii) SEC approves the terms and conditions < .1 the Schem easagreed to by the required majority o f the sharehoi
(iii) The Court sanctions the Scheme with orders to 4l)ee|Cect that: I ; > . t .  \ . ; J
(a.) All the assets, liabilities and undertakings including real properties and intellectual pvoperty4rights<)f the Transferring Banks-1:

deed as provided in the Scheme; • , - •
|(b .)  new Unity Bank shares shall initially be issued, allotted a c c re d ite d  as fully paid to  the holders o f  the Transferring Shares on 
(i.) 5 new Unity Bank shares for every 2 Bank ofTfce North shares heldby^hem oa the Effeetii eD ate; 

i.) 4  new Unitv Bank shares for everv ?N N B sh iti's |fe ld b y d ie t4 o « :i5e8lT«xiive Oatev 4

Mfmtinued bv

thi
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ceased to exist. Therefore, the Directors and your Financial Advisers considered it necessary to appoint separate shareholders' representatives to protect the interests o fth e  pr

3.

4.

0 )

The following appointed shareholders' representatives would represent, monitor and enforce the rights o fth e  shareholders o fth e  respective banks in respect o f  any post-men: - 
share adjustments and other post-merger issues to he made pursuant to the Scheme and the Merger Agreements:

Unity Bank* Panneli Kerr Forster, Olaniwun Ajayi, Cashcraft Trust Companq Limited, Crown Fdour Mills Limited, Arnek Holdingq Limited and Kab
Holdi sgs Limited

Bank ofThe North Amin:. Ibrahim & Co and Muhtari Dangana & Co
NNB Fronti or Capital Limited
New Africa HD. \  Audit *
Panneli Kerr Forster, Olaniwi n Ajayi, Cashcraft Trust Company Limited, Crown Flour Mills Limited, Amek Holdings Limited and Kabo Holdings Limited ar. 
representatives to the former shareholders Oflntereity, Centre Point, First Interstate. Pacific Bank, Socicte Bancaire and TCB respectively.

FINANCIAL EFFECTS O f T H f »CHEME
As provided in the S heme, h'*id -rs o fthe Transferring Shares shall initially 
Receive In Exchange For Every:
5 Unity Bank short 2 B ankofT heN orth  shares held on the Effective Date
4  Unity Bank shar> 5 NNB shares held on the Effective Date
1 Unity Bank shr.rr 5 New Africa sharesheld on the Effective Date

Based on the valu an  methods approved by the Directors o f  the banks to determine the share exchange ratio for the banks and explained in detail in the BasistofValuation on Pag.
156 o f  the Sche» Document the merger is expected to ensure that the earnings and dividend prospects o fth e  shareholders o fU nity  Bank, Bank o f The North, NNB ami New 
Africa are impt ed as a result o f  the Scheme, especially given the expected synergies from the combination o f  the operations o f  the banks.
BENEFITS C -  THE SCHEME
The enlarged bank  will combine the inherent strengths o f  the Unity Bank Group, Bank o f  The North, NNB and New  Africa and should be well positioned to compete effectively in 
the banking industry, increasing value for the shareholders o f  the four banks. The merger is expected to confer the enlarged Bank with the following benefits:
A strong strategic presence in the South South region. Western Union Direct Agency and a clearing bank for H ie  Central Securities Clearing System Limited o f  The NSE.

(ii) The rescue and revitalization o f  a national basking franchise that is o f  special significance to  Northern Nigeria and can continue to serve as a major catalyst for development in 
Northern states.

(iii) The enlarged Bank's geographical reach will truly extend across the length and breadth o f  Nigeria.
sJiifl witaofiS aril no bbri asisrfa 8 HVR iKnsiiainsfl yiin’J  ■

PLANS FOR EM PLOYEES AND DIRECTORS
As from the Effective Date, all the existing contracts o f  employments o f  all employees o f  Bank o f  The North, NNB and New Africa shall be transferred to Unity Bank and such 
employees shall become employees ofU nity  Bank.
The banks have confirmed that save for requirement o f  applicable law, gross incompetence and dismissal arising from the normal course o f  em p loyce-empioy er relationship, the 
officers and employees o f  the banks shall not be retrenched or laid o ff for a period o f l  2 months from the Effective Dale o f  the merger ofthe Unity Bank Group,
However, where any employee does not wish to continue in the employment ofU nity  Bank after the merger, such employee will be entitled to obtain the full terminal benefits due 
under his/her existing contract o f  service. It is i ntended that the interest o fth e  hanks' employees, which incl ude their retirement benefits, wi II not be prejudiced by the Merger,
Upon the Merger becoming effective all the directors o f  Bank o f  The North, NN B and New Africa shall cease to  hold office in their respective banks. The directors o f  Bank o f  The 
North, NN B and New Africa are aware that only those o f  them that are already on the Board o f  Unity Bank or are subsequently elected to the Board o f  post-merger Unity Bank shall 
be on Board o f  the post-merger Unity Bank.
CA PITAL GAINS TAX
No capital gains tax is payable on disposal o f  shares by virtue o f  section 31(1) o f  *hc Capital Gains Tax Act Cap. 42 Laws o fthe  Federation o f  Nigeria 1990 as amended. However, 
the shareholders have been advised that. Section 32 o f the CGT Act specifically exempts from capital gains tax any gains made as a result o f  a merger in  which one o f  the merging 
entities loses its identity.
1 f  you are in doubt about your tax position, we advise that you consult your professional adviser.
MEETINGS TO APPROVE THE SCHEM E AND VOTING RIGHTS
Separate meetings o f  the shareholders o f  Uni ty Bank, Bank o f  The North, NNB and New Africa wil 1 be convened by the Order o f  the Court for the purpose o f  considering, and if  
thought fit, approving the Scheme. At the Court-Ordered Meetings, voting will be by poll so each shareholder present in person or by proxy will be entitled to one vote for ev en  
share held. The statutory majority required at each Court-Ordered Meeting is a majority representing three-fourths in value o f  the shares o f  members present and voting in person 
or by proxy.
Notices ofthe Court Ordered M eetings are set out on Pages 168 to 175 ofthe  Scheme document.
ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

5.

6 ,

8 .
You will find enclosed with the Scheme document, the appropriate Proxy Form for your bank's Court-Ordered Meeting. It is particularly important that as many votes as possible 
are cast at the Court-Ordered M eetings so that the Court may be satisfied that the result o f  the meeting is a fair representation o f shareholders' opinion. W hether or not you intend to 
attend the Court-Ordered Meeting, you are urged to complete and sign the Proxy Form and return it in accordance with the instructions thereon, as soon as possible and in any event 
not later than 24 hours before the time fixed for the relevant meeting.
Please note that i f  you do not give a specific voting instruction on the resolution to be considered at the Court-Ordered Meeting by placing a  mark in the appropriate box. your proxy 
will be free to vote or abstain as he or she thinks lit on any modifications to the Scheme or any other business that may properly come before the Court-Ordered Meeting.
Please note also that the lodging o f  a Proxy Form will not prevent you from attending the relevant meeting, o r any adjournment thereof, and voting in jiefebn should you 
subsequently decide to do so. However, in such c ircumstances, your proxy may not be entitled to attend or vote.

9. SETTLEM ENT
Upon the Scheme becoming effective, which is expected to occur on 07 February 2006, certificates covering the Transferring Shares will cease to be o f  value. Share certificates for 
new Unity Bank shares will be dispatched, not later than 21 days after the registration ofthe new' Unity Bank shares with SEC, to the holders o f  the Transferring Shares (except 
those who have elected to receive a monetary consideration) whose names appear on the Register o f  Shareholders o f  Bank o f  The North, NNB and New Africa at the close o f  
business on the Terminal Date.

10. FURTHER INFORMATION

We urge all shareholders to read the w'hole o f  the Scheme document and not just rely on the key and summarised information included in this Explanatory Statement or in other 
parts ofthe Scheme document. Your attention is drawn to the information contained in the following appendices to the Scheme document:
Appendix I: Further information regarding Unity Bank and reports relating to its profit forecasts on Pages 28 to 54.
Appendix II: FurtherinformationregardingBankofTheNorthandreportsrelatingtoitsprofitforccastson Pages55to83.
Appendix I II: Further information regarding NNB and reports relating to its profit forecasts on Pages 84 to 119.
Appendix IV: Further information regardi ng New Africa and reports relating to its profit forecasts on Pages 120 to 146.
Appendix V: Pro-forma statement o f  shareholding, Profit and Loss Accounts and Balance Sheet o f  the enlarged Unity Bank on Pages 147 to 149.
Appendix VI: Statutory and General Information on Pages 150 to 155.
Basis ofValuation: Page 156.

11. RECOMMENDATION
Your Directors and we, the Financial Advisers to your banks, have considered the terms and conditions ofthe Scheme as well as the benefits thereof. We believe that the terms o f  the 
Scheme are fair and that the merger should result in enhanced value to shareholders o f  ail the Banks. We therefore recommend that you vote in favour o f  the resolutions that w'ill be 
proposed at your respective Court-Ordered Meetings.

Yours faithfully

Anthony Eze 
1*1 \P  Capital

V k Lot Ogiemv 
ship 11 .

A tedoN  A Pf-tersideO O N
!<;••. % Tn^.t Company Plc
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IN T H E  F E D E R A L  H IG H  C O U R T  O F  N I G E R I A  
H O L D E N  AT L A G O S

SUIT NO. FHC/L/CS/54/2006 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTMENTS AND SECURITIES ACT NO 45 OF 1999

AND

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 100 THEREOF

AND

IN RE:
1. UNITY BANK PLC (RC 94524) and
2. BANK OF THE NORTH LIMITED (RC 2000) and
3. NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC (RC 7554) and
4. „ NEW AFRICABANKPLC (RC 84254)

MEETING O F THE HOLDERS OF THE FULLY PAID ORDINARY SHARES OF 
BANK O FTH E NORTH LIMITED

[NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that by an Order o f  the Federal High Court, Lagos (hereinafter called “the Court'’) dated the 25th day of January 
2006 made in the above matter, the Court has directed that a Meeting o f  the holders o f the fully paid ordinary1 shares o f  Bank o f The North Limited 
(hereinafter called “Bank o f The North” or “the Bank”) be convened for the purpose o f considering and if thought fit, approving (with or without 
modification) a Scheme o f Merger between Unity Bank Plc, Bank ofThe North Limited, NNB International Bank Plc and New Africa Bank Plc. The 
Scheme is explained in detail in the Explanatory Statement on Pages 18 to 27 ofthe Scheme Document.

The Meeting will be held at Kano Hall, N ICON Hilton Hotel, 1 Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja on Friday, the 27th day of January 2006 at 1 LOO 
:i,m. at which place and time all the aforesaid shareholders are requested to attend. The following sub-joined resolution will be proposed and if 
•thought fit passed as a resolution at the meeting:

l‘That:
1. this Meeting approves the Scheme o f Merger dated the 5 th day o f January 2006, a print o f which has been submitted to the Meeting and for the 

purposes o f  identification subscribed by the Chairman, and that the Directors be and are hereby authorised to consent to any modifications of 
the Scheme o f  Merger that the Central Bank o f Nigeria, the Securities & Exchange Commission or the Federal High Court, may think fit to 
impose and approve;

2. all the assets, liabilities and undertakings o f the Bank, including all its real properties and intellectual property rights, be transferred to Unity 
Bank Plc without further act or deed in consideration for the issue and allotment o f shares in Unity Bank Plc to the shareholders ofthe Bank as 
provided in the Scheme;

3. the entire share capital o f the Bank be cancelled and the Bank be dissolved without being wound up;

4. Aminu Ibrahim & Co and Muhtari Dangana & Co be appointed to represent, monitor and enforce the rights o f  the shareholders ofthe Bank in 
respect o f any post-merger share adjustments and other post-merger issues to be made pursuant to the Scheme and the Merger Agreements; 
and

5. the Board o f Directors o f  the Bank be and is hereby authorised to take the actions required to put the Scheme into effect.”

By the said Order, the Court has appointed Alhaji Abubakar I. Sadauki, or failing him, Engineer Ahmed Ibrahim, or failing them both, a Director o f 
the Bank appointed by the Directors at the Meeting to act as Chairman o f the said Meeting and has directed the Chairman to report the results thereof 
to the Court .

The said Scheme o f Merger will be subject to the sanction o f  the Court.

Shareholders may vote in person or they may appoint another person, whether a shareholder or not, to attend and vote in their stead. In the case o f 
joint holders, the vote o f  the senior holder who tenders a vote, whether in person or by proxy, will be accepted to the exclusion ofthe votes o f the other 
joint holders, and for this purpose seniority' will be determined by the order in which the names stand in the Register o f  Members o f the Bank.

A Proxy Form is being sent to each shareholder. It is requested that the executed Proxy Form be lodged at the office o f  the Company Secretary, as 
shown on the Proxy Form, not less than 24 hours before the time appointed for the Meeting. Please note that the lodging o f a Proxy Form does not 
prevent you from attending the meeting and voting in person should you so wash. However, if  you attend the meeting in person, your proxy will not be 
permitted to attend or vote.

Dated this 25th day o f January 2006

WAL1-U WAIS & CO
Afri-Investment House 
Right Wing, 1st Floor 

Plot 2669 Aguiyi Ironsi Street 
Cadastral Zone A6 

Abuja

(SOLICITORS TO BANK OF THE NORTH LIMITED)



IN T H E  F E D E R A L  H I G H  C O U R T  O F  N I G E R I A  

H O L D E N  A T  L A G O S

SUIT NO FHC/L/CS/54/2006 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTMENTS AND SECURITIES ACT NO 45 OF 1999

AND

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 100 THEREOF

AND

IN RE:
1 .

2

3.
4.

IM T Y  BANK PLC (RC 94524) and 
BANK OF THE NORTH LIMITED (RC 2000) and 
NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC (RC 7554) and 
NI W AFRICA BANK PLC (RC 84254)

M EETIN G  O F TH E  HOLDERS O F TH E FULLY PAID ORDINARY SHARES O F
NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC
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N OTICE IS HEREBY ( J1VEN that by an Order o fthe Federal High Court, Lagos (hereinafter called “the Court”) dated the 25th da>
2006 made in the above matter, the Court has directed that a Meeting ofthe  holders ofthe fully paid ordinary shares o f  NNB Internal ion Bank! 
(hereinafter called “the Bank”) be convened for the purpose o f considering and if thought fit, approving (with or without modification i a schcn ie 
Merger between Unity Bank Plc, Bank o f The North Limited, NNB International Bank Plc and New Africa Bank Plc. The Scheme is . ' a  ed  
detail in the Explanatory Statement on Pages 18 to 27 ofthe Scheme Document.

The Meeting w ill be held at Ladi Kwali Hall, Abuja Sheraton Hotel & Towers, Ladi Kwali Way, Maitama, Abuja on Friday, the 27th da\ t Jam 
2006 at 11.00 a.m. at which place and time all the aforesaid shareholders are requested to attend. The following sub-joined resolut n will 
proposed and if  thought fit passed as a resolution at the meeting:

“That:

3.

4.

this Meeting approves the Scheme o f Merger dated the 5th day o f January 2006, a print o f  which has been submitted to the Meetin nd tort 
purposes o f  identification subscribed by the Chairman, and that the Directors be and are hereby authorised to consent to any modi catioos 
the Scheme o f  Merger that the Central Bank o f  Nigeria, the Securities & Exchange Commission or the Federal High Court. ma\ hinkfS| 
impose and approve;

all the assets, liabilities and undertakings ofthe Bank, including all its real properties and intellectual property rights, be transfer • > n 
Bank Plc without further act or deed in consideration for the issue and allotment o f shares in Unity Bank Plc. to the shareholders ot ■ e Bank 
provided in the Scheme;

the entire share capital o f  the Bank be cancelled and the Bank be dissolved without being wound up;

Frontier Capital Limited be appointed to represent, monitor and enforce the rights o fth e  shareholders o fthe  Bank in respect • t any po: 
merger share adj ustments and other post-merger i ssues to be made pursuan t to the Scheme and the Merger Agreements: and

5. the Board of Directors ofthe Bank be and is hereby authorised to take the actions required to put the Scheme into effect."

By the said Order, the Court has appointed M r Felix Ohtwerci or failing him, Mr Alex Okoh, or failing them both, a Director o f the Bank a \  i vd  
the Directors at the Meeting to act as Chairman o f the said Meeting and has directed the Chairman to report the results thereof to the C ourt

The said Scheme o f Merger wi 11 be subject to the sanction o f the Court.

Shareholders may vote in person or they may appoint another person, whether a shareholder or not, to attend and vote in their stead. In :he case 
joint holders, the vote ofthe senior holder who tenders a vote, whether in person or by proxy, will be accepted to the exclusion ofthe votes >f t he i't' 
joint holders, and for this purpose seniority will be determined by the order in which the names stand in the Register o f  Members ofthe Ba ■ k.

A Proxy Form is being sent to each shareholder. It is requested that the executed Proxy Form be lodged at the office o f the Company Secretary, 
shown on the Proxy Form, not less than 24 hours before the time appointed for the Meeting. Please note that the lodging o f a Proxy F n does 
prevent you from attending the meeting and voting in person should you so wish. However, if  you attend the meeting in person, your prox> wd 1 not 
permitted to attend or vote.

Dated this 25th day o f January 2006

AINA BLANKSON & CO
133 Igbosere Road 

Lagos

(SOLICITORS TO NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC)
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IN  T H E  F E D E R A L  H I G H  C O U R T  O F  N IG E R IA  
H O L D E N  A T  L A G O S

SUIT NO. FHC/L/CS/54/2006 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTMENTS A !\l) SECURITIES ACT NO 45 OF 1999

AND

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 100 THEREOF

AND

IN RE:
1. UNITY BANK.PLC (RC 94524) and v
2. BANK OFT I IE NORTH LIMITED (RC 2000) and

* 3. NNB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC (RC 7554) and
4. NEW AFRICA BANK PLC (RC 84254)

MEETING O FTH E HOLDERS OF THE FULLY PAID ORDINARY SHARES OF
NEW AFRICA BANK PLC

N O TIC E IS HEREBY GIVEN that by an Order ofthe Federal High Court, Lagos (hereinafter called “the Court”) dated the 25th day o f January 
2006 made in the above matter, the Court has directed that a Meeting o f  the holders o fth e  fully paid ordinary shares o f  New Africa Bank Pie 
(hereinafter called “the Bank”) be convened for the purpose o f  considering and if thought fit, approving (with or without modification) a Scheme of 
Merger between Unity Bank Plc, Bank o f The North Limited, NNB International Bank Plc and New Africa Bank Plc. The Scheme is explained in 
detail in the Explanatory Statement on Pages 18 to 27 o f the Scheme Document.

The Meeting will be held at Meeting Hall, Le Meridien Hotel, Plot 903, Tafawa Balewa Way, Garki, Abuja on Friday, the 27th day o f January 2006 
at 11.00 a m. at which place and time all the aforesaid shareholders are requested to attend. The following sub-joined resolution will be proposed 
and if  thought fit passed as a resolution at the meeting:

“That:
1, this Meeting approves the Scheme o f Merger dated the 5 th day o f January 2006, a print o f  which has been submitted to the Meeting and for 

the purposes o f identification subscribed by the Chairman, and that the Directors be and are hereby authorised to consent to any 
modifications p f  the Scheme o f Merger that the Central Bank o f Nigeria, the Securities & Exchange Commission or the Federal High 
Court, may think fit to impose and approve;

2- all the assets, liabilities and undertakings o fth e  Bank, including all its real properties and intellectual property nghts. be transferred to 
Umty Bank Pie without farther aet or deed in consideration for the issue and allotment o f  shares in Unity Bank Pie to the shareholders ofthe 
Bank as provided in the Scheme; ,

: • ‘ • - *• V
- - ‘ ■ . '■ * / , -5‘. ' ’*

3. (he entire share capital ofthe Bank be cancelled and the Bank be dissolved without being wound up;
. » , *

4. HDA Audit he appointed to represent, monitor and enforce the rights o f  the shareholders o f  the Bank in respect o f  any post-merger share 
adjustments and Other post-merger issues to be made pursuant to the Scheme and the Merger Agreements; and

5. the Board o f Directors o f  the Bank be and is hereby authorised to take the actions required to put the Scheme into effect.”

By the said Order, the Court has appointed Alhaji Bashir Bugaje or failing him, Alhaji Usman Babura, or failing them both, a Director o f the Bank 
appointed by the Directors at the Meeting to act as Chairman o f the said Meeting and has directed the Chairman to report the results thereof to the 
Court.

The said Scheme o f Merger will be subject to the sanction ofthe Court.

Shareholders may vote in person or they may appoint another person, whether a shareholder or not, to attend and vote in their stead. In the case o f 
joint holders, the vote o f  the senior holder who tenders a vote, whether in person or by proxy, will be accepted to the exclusion o f the votes o f  the 
other joint holders, and for this purpose seniority will be determined by the order in which the names stand in the Register o f Members ofthe Bank

A Proxy Form is being sent to each shareholder. It is requested that the executed Proxy Form be lodged at the office o f  the Company Secretary, as 
shown on the Proxy Form, not less than 24 hours before the time appointed for the Meeting. Please note that the lodging o f a Proxy Form does not 
prevent you from attending the meeting and voting in person should you so wish. However, if  you attend the meeting in person, your proxy will not 
be permitted to attend or vote.

Dated this 25th day o f January 2006

A B D U L L A H I Y A H Y A  & C O
Investment House 

2nd Floor 
27 Ali Akilu Road 

Kaduna

(SOLICITORS TO NEW AFRICA BANK PLC)
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Stays close throughout the journey. 
And is waiting when you reach

It's a friend you can
Trust
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A  constitutional lawyer 
and former Minister 
of Mines and Power, 

Alhaji Mohammed Ibrahim 
Hassan, has called for the dis­
solution o f the National As­
sem bly Joint C onstitution 
Review Committee.

Hassan, a frontline mem­
ber o f the Movement for the 
Restoration and Defence o f 
Democracy (MRDD), told 
Daily Trust in Abuja yester­
day that the Ibrahim Mantu- 
led committee is unconstitu­
tional and must be disbanded.

“The Mantu committee is 
unconstitutional, created with 
a motive to ensure third term. 
You cannot have a joint com­
mittee o f the two chambers 
just like that.

“The constitution says 
each o f  the House and the 
Senate can create committees. 
It is only after each House 
committee submits its report 
that a joint committee is set 
up to harmonise positions of 
the two separate com m it­
tees.”

“But for you to now set 
up ajoint committee to review 
the constitution, it is uncon­
stitutional,” he said.

Hassan was responding to 
a Daily Trust exclusive report 
Tuesday on attempts by the 
All N igeria Peoples Party 
(ANPP) caucus to challenge 
the constitutionality o f the 
Mantu panel.

The second republic min-

By Habeeb I. Pindiga
Assistant Political Editor

ister, advised the House of 
Representatives and the Sen­
ate to dissolve the Mantu 
committee and set up sepa­
rate panels on constitution re­
view.

“They should dissolve 
the com m ittee, otherw ise 
whatever it does can be chal­
lenged in court. Any member 
of the National Assembly can 
go to court to quash the out­
come of Mantu committee be­
cause the committee itself is 
unconstitutional,” he added.

Taking a swipe at the pro- k 
ponents of third term, Hassan 
described it as a “satanic 
agenda that m ust be re ­
jected.”

A ggrieved contrac­
tors who executed 
various projects in 

Kebbi State have planned 
for a showdown against the 
officials o f the State Minis­
try o f Finance if  their mon­
ies are not paid this month.

The contractors number­
ing ab o u t 2 0 0  ex ecu ted  
projects awarded to them for 
quite some time, but were 
not paid , a situation  that 
forced them to react on the

T he Peoples D em o­
cratic Party (PDP), in 
Jigaw a State have 

suffered a major set back as 
hundreds of its members de­
camped to the ruling All Ni­
geria Peoples Party in the

eve o f Sallah where they de­
manded for the head o f the 
Finance Commission, Alhaji 
Samaila Salihu Bui and some 
top ministry officials.

The feud which lasted 
several hours stopped when 
some eminent elders inter­
vened.

H ow ever, D aily  Trust 
gathered that a similar and

F rom Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent (Dutse)

Bimin Kudu local govern­
ment area o f the state.

The former PDP mem­
bers announced their depar-

more dangerous attack may 
be launched this month if  
their payments are not ef­
fected by the ministry.

It was also gathered that 
at the end o f  a meeting o f 
the  u n -p a id  c o n tra c to rs  
over the weekend held at an 
undisclosed guest house at 
B adariya area in B irnin- 
K eb b i, th ey  ag reed  to 
breach the peace i f  their 
dues are  no t p a id  th is 
month.

ture from the party at a mam­
moth gathering in the ANPP 
secretariat in Birnin Kudu 
local government.

Over 200 people from the 
PDP had held a rally signify­
ing their final quit in the 
state saying that it is the be­
ginning o f  a new dawn to a 
more focused political en­
deavour that will carry along 
everyone in the state.

Among the PDP mem­
bers who announced their 
decam ping to ANPP were 
prominent party stalwarts in 
the  s ta te  w ho sa id  they  
“have come to the end o f the 
road to injustice, and favour­
itism which has crumbled the 
PDP in the state.”

The former Bimin Kudu 
PDP C h a irm an , A lh a ji 
Mohammadu Danlarai, de­
clared that, “it has become 
imminent for them to disas­
so c ia te  them selves from

gross misconduct that has 
bedevilled the party which 
also dwindled the perform ­
ance o f the party in the state.

A lha ji D an lara i, who 
hails from the same federal 
constituency with form er 
foreign  A ffairs M inister. 
Alhaji Sule Lamido, also said 
their decision was reached 
after exhausting all avenues 
to ensure equity, justice and 
tran sp a ren cy  w ith in  the 
party.

He said, the decamping 
has no bearing  w ith any 
quest for political office fn 
the ANPP, instead “we feel 
it is about time we come into 
the ruling party enmass to 
rally round the governor, 
A lh a ji Ib rah im  Sanusi 
Turaki, towards actualising 
the good works he has been 
doing for the people o f the 
sta te .”

ANPP National Chairman, Chief Don Etiebet, General Muhammadu Buhari (rtd) and Alhaji Mamman Daura, at the General's 
residence to condole him on the death of his wife in Kaduna,..recently Pix: Shehu K.. Goro

PDP members decamp to ANPP in Jigawa

Kebbi contractors threaten 
showdown with govt

i From Kabir Dogon Daji,
(Birnin-Kebbi)

TMG wants Nigerians to boycott constitution review
T he Transition Moni­

toring Group (TMG), 
yesterday appealed 

to all Nigerians to boycott 
the present constitu tional 
review process in the coun­
try, saying that the proce­
dure has been undermined 
by the planned extension o f 
the ten u re  o f  P re s id e n t 
O lu seg u n  O basan jo  and 
governors o f  the 36 states.

National Coordinator of 
TMG, A ngela Od”ah, who 
made the call in Abuja, said 
that the third term agenda al­
legedly being canvassed by 
some top government offi­
c ia ls  w o u ld  in e v ita b ly  
p lunge  the co u n try  in to  
chaos and political instabil­
ity.

She stressed  the need 
for all well meaning Nigeri­
ans to shun the co n stitu ­
tional review process o f the 
P re s id en t O lu seg u n

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter

Obasanjo-led government, 
saying that the administra­
tion lacks the integrity to 
carry out a credible view of 
the nation’s constitutions.

“Since 1999, the present 
civilian government and the 
N ational A ssem bly have 
been engaged in an ambush 
process o f  constitu tional 
made electoral reform. How­
ever, it is disappointing to 
note that about a year to the 
conduct o f the 2007 elec­
tions the process o f review 
of the 1999 Constitution and 
enactment o f the 2004 Elec­
toral Bill are yet to be con­
c lu d ed , thus se ttin g  the 
stage for repeat o f the expe­
rience o f 2 0 0 2 .

“In 2003, elections were 
conducted with or without 
rules and regulations. Politi­
cal players kick-started their

campaigns without seeing or 
knowing the rules and regu­
lations that will guide their 
conduct and the ir opera­
tions. Thus this ad-hoc and 
selective approach to con­
stitutional and electoral re­
forms led to ad-hoc and in­
co m p e ten t p re p a ra tio n s  
during elections.

“It has become apparent 
in the last few months that 
the renew ed v igour w ith 
which the federal govern­
ment is now pursuing the 
p u rp o rted  rev iew  o f  the

1999 Constitution is moti­
vated by sheer opportunism 
and a desire to hang on to 
power. Having ignored calls 
for m any years, the PDP 
government and its agents 
have suddenly woken up to 
the realisation that it is only 
under the guide o f review­
ing the co n stitu tio n  that 
their third term agenda for 
P re s id e n t O lusegun  
Obasanjo could be realised.

“ In the  ab sen ce  o f  a 
clear and unqualified public 
statem ent from President

Olusegun Obasanjo denying 
any interest in third term un­
der any guise, despite wide­
spread public anxiety over 
the issue, we can only con­
clude th a t the P re s id en t 
plans to perpetuate him self 
in office beyond the present 
constitutionally  stipulated 
tenure. Indeed, the clearest 
statement from him was to 
the effect that he is under 
pressure to run for a third 
term. In the light o f the Presi­
dent’s track record o f bow­
ing to these kind o f  con­
trived pressure, the signs

are ominous,” she said.
M eanw hile, the TM G  

national coord inator also 
condem ned the arrest or 
Comrade Moshood Erubam 
by the police in Ibadan, the 
O yo S ta te  c a p ita l, anc  
called on the federal go\ 
emment to ensure his imme­
diate release.

Comrade Erubami was 
arrested by police when he 
protested against what the> 
referred to as an “illegal re­
moval o f  Rashid Ladoja ot 
Oyo State.”

...Mantu c’ttee is
unconstitutional
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Councillors deny protest over allowances
ocal Government coun From Abdullahi Bego. Trust that it was not true that The councillor added that a close confidant o f the gov-
(cillors in Bomo State 

that a mild 
drama at the entrance o f the 
M aiduguri G overnm ent 

: House, where over 300 o f  
:-4hem gathered to see the state 
governor, Alhaji Ali Modu 

| Sherrif, last Tuesday, was not 
an attempt at staging a pro­
test against the government 

| over allowances.
The councillors, drawn 

from the 27 local government 
areas o f the state, gathered 
in Maiduguri on Tuesday to 
pay a courtesy visit on the 
governor and seek for his in­
te rven tion  in add ressing  

| some o f their concerns; in­
cluding requests for vehicle 
loans and furniture allowance 
as well as the payment o f their 

; severance  a llo w an ce , in 
| preparation for leaving office 

at the expiration of their ten- 
■ ure next month.

Daily Trust reliably learnt 
that the councillors had also 
gathered to jointly appeal to 
the state governor to use his 
influence in the state Assem­
bly  to cause an amendment 
in the Local Government Law 
which stipulates only two 
years in office for them, on 
the g rounds tha t except

From Abdullahi Bego,
Assistant Editor 

(Maiduguri)

Bomo State, all other states 
in the federation had pre­
scribed a three-year tenure 
for councillors and chairmen.

As they converged on 
Ramat Square, Maiduguri be­
fore proceeding to the Gov­
ernm ent House to see the 
governor, word came from the 
Government House request­
ing the chairman o f the Coun­
cillors’ Forum to see the gov­
ernor before hand.

The governor w as said to 
have expressed to the coun­
cillors his appreciation and 
understanding over their de­
mands, but suggested that 
meeting all o f them formally 
should be deferred to next 
week, by which time the local 
governm ent com m issioner 
and other relevant govern­
ment functionaries would 
have been present.

However, while the gov­
ernor was seeing the Coun­
cillors Forum chairman, the 
over 300 councillors gathered 
at the Ramat Square decided 
to move on to the Go\ emment 
House themselves, drawing 
enorm ous public attention

and sparking speculations 
that the councillo rs were 
marching to the seat o f gov­
ernment to stage a protest 
over their allowances.

A councillor representing 
Shehuri South in Maiduguri 
M etro p o litan  C ouncil 
(MMC), who was one o f the 
key organizers o f  the event, 
Mallam Kyari Ajid, told Daily

they  w anted  to p ro test 
against the governor.

“There was no protest. 
People were commenting be­
cause they saw us move en 
m asse to the G overnm ent 
House. But we only wanted 
to show solidarity with the 
governor and table our re­
quests for his consideration”, 
Mallam Ajid said.

he and his colleagues were 
denied entry to the Govern­
ment House, because secu­
rity guards at the gates were 
not previously informed to 
expect such a large number 
o f people.

“They stopped us at the 
gate, but the Chairman o f the 
SAS Campaign Organization, 
Alhaji Mala Atuman, who is

gov­
ernor, came out to explain tha: 
to us, given that our earlier 
request letter to see the gov­
ernor was not delivered to 
him by some o f his aides 
However, when we waited 
and the governor did not 
come out, we resolve to dis­
perse and seek for another 
appointment to see h im /’ he 
added.

Turaki’s victory in 2003”
G eneral Muhammadu 

Buhari’s influence in 
the 2003 gubernato­

rial election has not impacted 
in any way towards Governor 
Ibrahim Saminu Turaki’s elec­
tion in Jigawa State.

The chairman o f Bimin 
Kudu local governm ent, 
Alhaji S a’adu Ayuba, d is­
closed this to newsmen in 
Dutse.

“General Buhari should 
rather count himself lucky to 
have gained the support o f 
over one million people in 
Jigawa who were mobilized by 
Turaki to vote for the presi­
dential candidate in the 2003 
election.”

“His Excellency, the Gov­
ernor, had single handedly 
won the 1999 election in the 
state when Buhari was not 
even a member o f the ANPP, 
so the issue that Buhari’s fac­
tor was behind Turaki’s suc­
cess was a hoax,” he said.

He said Buhari has twice 
flouted protocol by coming 
into Jigawa State to attend 
functions o rganised  by a 

^Federal House o f Represen­
tatives member representing 
Bim in Kudu/Buji Federal 
Constituency A M j6 Fer<*U« ;.
AdamirSir^CT(^j5?h^r?5r?r m

From Ahmed Abubakar.
Correspondent (Dutse)

pany and a business centre 
in Bimin Kudu.

“Buhari has never both­
ered to pay homage as a mark 
o f respect for the governor 
whenever he comes to Jigawa 
State despite that the Farouk 
Adamu he patronized is no 
longer w ith ANPP o f  the 
state.”

The sta te  governm ent 
therefore has taken measures 
to stop such actions by both | 
the presidential aspirant and 
the House m em ber in the 
state.

“The state governm ent 
has already alerted members 
o f  state security and police 
to as a m atter o f  ensuring 
peace and stability  in the 
state to henceforth stop any 
function being carried out by 
Farouk Adamu under the aus­
pices o f  ANPP of which he 
does not belong.”

Adding that, “despite be­
ing the chairman o f Bimin 
Kudu local government area, 
Farouk Adam u A liyu has 
never cared to inform me, as i 
the number one security man 
in the area o f  any event or 
function that he intends to 

>|>e8 ft>rm -instead he
1B8R1m s 0 r r

The Director General NEMA, Alhaji Salihu Shuaibu Makarfi (left), briefing journalists on the two-day National Summit on Disaster 
Management organised by the Presidency in conjunction with House of Representatives Committee on Disaster Management, held at th• 
State House Abuja .. .yesterday. Pix: Joe Oroye

Army detonates American explosives in Kebbi
F ollowing the death o f 

two people and ampu 
tation o f many as a re­

sult o f explosives left behind 
by the American troops who 
were in Kebbi State to train 
their Nigerian counterparts at 
the one B attalion Birnin-

From Kabir Dogon-Daji,
Carespondent(Bimin-Kebbi)

Kebbi, the Nigerian Military 
Authorities has commenced 
the detonation o f  the dyna­
mites.

The training site which 
was barely 2 0  metres away

from the Kola Village has for 
the last two years posed dan­
ger to the residents, as sev­
eral incidences o f  explosions 
by canisters and other land 
mines were recorded in the 
area.

A visit to the site bv our

Yobe: PDP vice chairman expelled as crises deepens
T he Intra party crises 

that had long bedev 
iled the Yobe State 

Peoples D em ocratic Party 
(PDP) appeared to have deep­
ened, as the party on Tues­
day held an emergency meet­
ing, during which the party’s 
vice chairman, Yobe North 
senatorial district, was ex­
pelled from the PDP, for al­
leged anti-party  activities 
among others.

In a statement signed by 
the state’s chairman o f the 
PDP, Alhaji Abba Gana Tata, 
entitled: “Expulsion o f PDP 
Zonal Vice Chairman Zone 
“C,” Alhaji Modu Dambuwa,” 
which was copied to Daily 
Trust, the party said the ex­
pulsion o f the vice chairman 
was done with due consider­
ation to the party’s constitu­
tion, based on some discov­
eries.

An emergency state work­
ing committee meeting held at

From Isa Umar Gusau,
Correspondent (Damaturu)

tices, defrauding the party, its 
members or officials and per­
sisten t absenteeism  from  
meeting and duties and anti­
party activities, the statement 
said.

“In view o f this, the state 
working committee has there­
fore resolved to expel Alhaji 
Modu Dambuwa from the 
party as stipulated in Article 
14(A) sub-section (iv) and (vi) 
o f the party’s constitution.”

Although the Yobe PDP 
claimed that the vice-chair­
man was expelled for “dis­
honest practices,” fraud and 
absenteeism, some analyst 
uphold, that Dambuwa may 
have been expelled over per­
ceived loyalty to some ag­
grieved leaders o f the Yobe 
PDP, some o f whom have 
been at logger heads with the

s exeqump sftu^ttjrg. 
i nuiltv Af ‘'' “ 1 ■‘ft wotil(fbe fee -------  —.___ r-v— im

engaging in dishonest prac- during the TasFstate s con­

gresses held  nationw ide , 
where new PDP executives 
were elected across the 36 
states and the FCT, the Yobe 
PDP, witnessed parallel con­
ventions, where two sets o f 
executives were elected.

However, several meet­
ings were later held to unite 
the party , bu t the e ffo rt 
seemed unsuccessful with 
some key members o f  the 
PDP, still aggrieved, and were 
absent at the last PDP stake­
holders meeting, held on 25th 
December 2005, chaired by 
Senator Girgir Lawan.

Meanwhile, contrary to 
reports that the Minister for 
Cooperation and Integration 
in Africa, Lawan Gana Guba, 
had deliberately shunned the 
last stakeholders meeting, a 
close associate of the minis­
ter, told Daily Trust, that the 
minister, a key figure in the 
Yobe PDP, had written to 
Senator Girgir Lawan, seeking 
to be &b$epj frorp the myet

1‘ec^lleB  in^  y 'W ’W  Wiil!

correspondent showed tha 
military personnel have earl\ 
last week take over the site 
with a detachment to defuse 
the explosives.

However some o f the sol 
diers contacted at the site 
said they are not competen 
to speak to the press.

Daily Trust observed tha 
the road leading to the village 
has been blocked with a “N> 
Road” sign while an altema 
tive has been provided for the 
motorist plying the route.

The spokesm an o f the 
villagers, Alhaji Aliyu Kola, a 
s ta f f  o f  the G overnm en 
House, Bimin-Kebbi, saki the 
action taken by the militar> 
authorities is worthy of com­
mendation as they have re­
kindled hope in the villager^ 
who have resolved to flee ti 
safety.

“You are quite aware tha 
last year we experienced wel 
over three cases o f such ex­
plosives which resulted in tv  

killing two and injuring mam 
while some are still jittery."

Alhaji Aliyu Kola, further 
said the explosions usualh 
occurred during the rainv 
season  w hen rain  water 
erodes sand and bares the 
canisters enroute the village 
Children picked it up for plu\ 
which usually resulted in ex

ab^em froip the m ^ t-  jjIas^ m, while ty e  b irilet' I

ment outside the country. within the site.

“Buhari did not aid
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Rimi s wife: We are making
-1GP

T!

progress
Tie Inspector-General of 

P o lice , Mr. Sunday  
Ehindero, has said that 

the  fo rce  w as reco rd in g  
success in the investigation 
into the killing o f  Sa’adatu 
Rimi wife of Abubakar Rimi.

Ehindero, who declined 
to give details o f the outcome 
o f the investigations, told the 
N ew s A gency o f  N igeria  
(NAN) yesterday in Abuja, 
that investigation was still on 
to fish out Sa’adatu’s killers.

He said that the force 
w ould  soon nam e the 
suspects behind the killing 
due to success recorded in 
the investigations headed by 
the D eputy  In sp ec to r- 
General of Police (DIG Force 
CID), Mr. Ogbonna Onovo.

“We will brief you on the 
case at the appropriate time. 
Investigation into the case is 
still on,” Ehindero told NAN.

M eanw hile , a source 
close to Ehindero told NAN 
that suspects would soon be 
tran sfe rred  to Force 
H eadquarters , A buja, for 
fu rther investiga tion  and 
prosecution. He however did 
not disclose the number o f 
su sp ec ts  b illed  to be 
transferred.

“You can see that the DIG, 
who was directed to relocate 
to K ano to  speed  up 
investigation has returned to

A bu ja , the  p o lice  h igh 
command will soon transfer 
the su sp ec ts  h e re ,” the 
source said.

S a’adatu was killed at 
h er h u sb a n d ’s re s id en ce

along Durbin Katsina road, 
Kano, in the early hours o f 
Jan. 14. Rim i, a frontline 
politician, was Kano State 
g o v ern o r in the second  
republic.

I he N a tio n a l Y outh 
C ouncil o f  N ig eria  
(NYCN), Katsina State 

chap ter, has in a jo in t  
collaboration with the state 
D epartm en t o f  Local 
Governm ents Inspectorate 
and Chieftaincy Affairs has 
constructed  four hundred 
blocks o f  classroom in all the 
local government areas o f the 
sta te  at a co st o f  th ree  
hundred million naira.

The projects awarded at 
half the contractual sum was 
acco rd in g  to the  sta te

Youths construct 
400 classrooms

F r o m  L a w a l  I b r a h i m ,
Correspondent, Katsina

ch ap te r  cha irm an  o f  the 
c o u n c il, A lha ji G arba 
Abdullahi Garus Kurfi, meant 
to minimize cost and enable 
you th  p a rtic ip a te  in  the 
projects directly in order to 
enable them  contribute in

Five die in auto accident in Sokoto
F

ive persons died  on 
Tuesday and several 
others injured when a 

Jos-bound truck from Illela in 
S okoto  S ta te  had  an 
accident.

The truck was carrying 80 
bags o f  beans and assorted 
g ra in s  as w ell as 79 
p assen g ers  w hen the 
accident happened on the 
Sokoto-Tureta road. Those 
injured are being treated at 
the U sm anu D anfodiyo  
U n iv e rs ity  T eaching  
Hospital, Sokoto, while the 
corpses were deposited at its 
morgue. The Secretary to the 
S tate G overnm ent, A lhaji 
Maigari Dingyadi, visited the 
in ju red  p assen g ers  on 
Tuesday to sympathise with 
them.

Dingyadi announced that 
the government would pay 
the medical expenses of the 
in ju red  p assen g e rs , bu t 
decried  the ram pant road 
carnage in the state. The 
Sokoto Sector Commander o f

the FRSC, Mr Luka Ikpi, said 
the commission was doing its 
best to keep the roads safe.

“ We have reg re ttab ly  
w itnessed about five fatal 
road accidents recently in the

state with the resultant loss 
o f lives and property,” Ikpi 
said.

Governor Joshua Dariye o f Plateau State (L1 congrai 
Commission of Inquiry into the NAMVDist * bances. 
House, Jos.

' \ Justice Consti ice Momoh, Chairman, 
:g the inaugural ( eremony at Government

decongesting  the sch • 
p a rtic u la rly  w ith in  
primary school level.

A lhaji G arus said, 
initiative was consequer 
a m eetin g  held  w ith 
permanent secretary for 1 
g overn m en t in  the st* 
A lh a ji A bu D an Mai 
Karofi who directed the I 
govern m en t councils  
finance the building o'' 
b locks o f  tw o c lassro  
each , w h ile  the  yo 
provided labour in an e:' 
to enable the com m u" 
participate in complemer 
government’s effort

So far he disclosed : 
all the councils have alrc, 
expended the sum o f ' 
m illion naira each for 
p ro jec ts  tha t about 
completion in the state

The chairman thankei 
permanent secretary A 1 
A bu D anm allam . for 
initiation of youth one 
and developm ent pi > _ 
mmes particularly i'is 
programmes o f  imgatii>: 
keeping and fish  fan  
across all the 34 
government areas ol k 
State.

Remarking to new - 
also the permanent secri 
Alhaji Abu Danmallam k. 
reiterated his determi na 11 
the program m es with 
s in ce rity  o f  purpose  
in ten tio n , say ing  t- 
nothing is impossible it 
gets committed to it.

;al

KADUNA BUSINESS SCHOOL
P r e s e n t s

Kaduna j Business ( School
Executive Education

It is significant to note that wealth and a vast 
majority of jobs are frequently created by 
entrepreneurially skilled individuals who 
nurture businesses into great empires.

This programme presents a pragmatic way 
of discovering the concepts of 
entrepreneurship and the competencies tha 
are sufficient to pursue different business 
opportunities.

In line with the on-going reforms, this 
programme is currently being linked to 
various financial institutions who will need * > 
audit the entrepreneurial acumen of their 
customers before granting them loans. 
PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

WORLD BANK - .603] A
ess h.

•Learn to identify and recognise 
oppr *ii«f

•Uhr* >n<i entrepreneur##- r 
P>

•> e financial literacy
. je th e  growth s t r  :e<- i&s for

ss

fitify market poten ,als or new pit i 
tieas................

and

Programme In
TURE CREATION

D PROGRAMME
‘Anybody who wants to start a new venture 
DURATION;
5-Weeks; 4.00pm to 8.00pm on Frid?y j and 
8.00am to 8.00pm on Saturdays ovar 5 
weekends. Students should prepare their minds 
for active participation in take home exercises, 
simulations and syndicate work.

V HO SHOULD ATTEND 
Justness Owners 

•Fresh Unemployed Graduates 
•Those who want to start. retirement , enture 
programme.

•National Youth Service Corps members. 
•Entrepreneurs who want to strengthen their 
entrepreneurial capacities.

COURSE FEE
N15,250.06 to cover application fo* 
and business plan supervision.

tuition, examination

VENUE
Kaduna Business School, 13b Ohikere Street, Off Inuwa 
Wada Road. Ungwar Rimi

Dntcker Centre of Management for
E N T R E P R E N E U R S

Hotline - 0 6 2 3 7 0 8 3 6 ;  Kenny-
Ralph - 0 8 0 6 5 3 2 2  33; Mike

7
M

08023638631; Mohammed - 08025011200; website: www.kbs-edu.net 
08054500828; Bukky_______ - 08036158256; e-mail - kbs@wwlkad.com

BATCH 1: 3RD FEBRUARY - 4TH MARCH, 2006

http://www.kbs-edu.net
mailto:kbs@wwlkad.com
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Yes, Senators are divided over third term - Arum
All Nigeria Peoples Party senator from Kaduna state, Alhaji Muktar Aruwa 
made the headlines recently when he was expelled from the Mantu ’s commit­
tee on the review o f  the constitution. In this interview, he maintains that the 
Deputy Senate President has something fishy up his sleeves on the issue o f  
third term and describes him (Mantu) as an embodiment o f  President 
Obasanjo’s alleged extention plot. He also explained why the National 
Assembluy is divided over the third term issue, even as he hopes that the anti- 
third term forces will overcome the other camp. He spoke with Political Edi­
tor, Emmanuel Bello. Excerpt:-

th the  happened? Right through toI 1 / 'M / m /  recon ven in g  o f  
V  r  the N a tio n a l 

A ssem bly, the th ird  term  
issue took the fron t burner 
and we receive report that 
even the Senate President 
was q u eried  in a c lo sed  
door meeting. As a Senator 
who is openly against the 
third term plot, how do you  
view the development?

W ell, a lo t has been 
happening since the issue 
reared its head. As for Mantu 
having a close door meeting,
I don’t know about that. But 
I know he is an embodiment 
o f third term. And, to me, he 
has made it very very clear, 
judging from his utterances

| with colleagues and the zeal 
and speed he wanted us to

■ review the constitution with 
particular emphasis on the 
third term clause.

For S ena to r Ken
■ Nnamani, initially he was a bit 
cool and calm about issues 
not only third term but other 
issues as well. But I believe it 
is like o ther p rofessions. 
Once you are new, you first 
learn the ropes and when you 
get to  u n d ers tan d  the

j business proper, you then 
apply your own knowledge of 
that very job and your God- 
given intelligence to guide 
you. So I’m not surprised that 
the Senate  P res id en t is 
making such a statement. I 
heard o f the statement as I 
w asn’t there. But I ’m not 
surprised because I expect 
;he Senate president to be 
senate president at least for 
the short tim e that is left 
before we all vacate. So he 
ias to be who he is in direct 
-elationship to the office he 
is now occupying. Because 
like I said he was looking 
nwards to master the ropes, 
i f  you look at all the past 
senate presidents, it is almost 
"he same trend. When Chuba 
3kadigbo was there, it took 
him  tim e to se ttle  dow n 
before he was forced out. But 
i good case in point is Pius 
Vnyim w ho everybody  
now, when he started, he 

vas very passive and was 
uspected o f conniving with 

■he executive. In the end.what.

the closure o f the last Senate, 
he was locked in a battle with 
the executive. So, I believe 
this is the case w ith Ken 
Nnamani.

There seem s to be a 
s itu a tio n  w h ere the  
N a tio n a l A ssem b ly  is 
divided over this issue o f  
third term. How deep is this 
rift and how will it play out 
this year?

N atu ra lly , the senate  
should be divided. It can not 
be hand in glove 100%. So 
those for and against should 
not be seen as new. It is very 
trad itio n a l o f  leg is la tiv e  
houses. We are not like the 
executive. We are elected and 
represent constituency with 
diverse interest. So this must 
rear its head in the National 
Assembly. At the end of the 
day, winners must carry the 
day. It is normal. I do expect 
tha t som e o f  us w ill be 
ag a in s t th ird  term , and 
certainly some o f us will be 
for it. My prayer is that those 
o f us who said “No” should 
weigh more and have more 
num bers than those who 
have given in.

How will you rate the 
percentage o f  those fo r  or 
against?

I w on’t tell unless the 
votes are taken.

What is your opinion on 
the public hearings?, should 
it hold or not?

My opinion is that the
senate should abandoned
the exercise completely for
now. The constitution of the •
federal republic 1999 has 
gu ided  the co un try  and 
democracy from 1999 to date. 
Despite its ambiguity, despite 
the little  changes or 
amendment required it is not 
as if amending the constitu­
tion is the most important 
thin£ to start doing now. 
T here are m ore natio n a l 
issues o f national concern, 
than amending the constitu­
tion. My view  is that the 
senate should suspend any 
a c tiv itie s  tied  w ith  the 
c o n s titu tio n . T hose who 
want amendment should go 
back to their constituencies, 
get a pew mandate and return ■ 

&£i-: ....'itatidtEvi— a .

to the National Assembly. 
When they reconvene, they 
will have ample time to look 
a t the areas they w ant to 
change.

R ig h t now  the en tire  
nation has lost faith in the

But the Deputy Senate 
President has said there are 
a hundred section not sound 
enough a n d  needs to be 
amended. He has often said  
that he can not understand 
why people like you rself are 
opposed to amendments. He

Senator Muktar Aruwa
exercise. The entire nation is 
no longer connecting with 
the N ational Assem bly on 
this matter. The constitution 
is not something you rush in 
a nation. If you can amend 
one thing in twenty years, it 
is allowed.

A constitution is not a 
secondary school text book 
or curriculum that could be 
rev ised  at the  s lig h te s t 
provocation.

said tenure is ju s t one o f  the 
issues.

You see, it baffles me 
when people like Mantu say 
things like this. He insults our 
intelligence. Take a car for 
example, it has many parts, 
but one part could knock the 
engine. That is my answer to 
Mantu. If he thinks there are 
a hundred sections that need 
am endm ent, there is one 
called third term, that will

d estro y  the n a tio n . A nd 
because o f that one item in 
the constitution, Nigerians 
have re jec ted  the w hole 
exercise. For whom are they 
amending the constitution? 
For Obasanjo or for me? If  it 
is for Nigerians, they have all 
rejected it. And for whom is 
M antu  s ta tin g  th ere  are 
hundred sections? Let him 
come and state them. Let’s 
examine it and take one at a 
tim e. In the en tire  
constitution how many o f 
them do we have that you’re 
taking a whole hundred out. 
One part o f a car can ground 
the whole vehicle.

But the Southern leaders 
are in s is tin g  on an 
amendment. And they said 
this in various fora  that the 
ex erc ise  m u st go  ah ead  
before 2007.

It is a matter o f votes. The 
South can not force matters 
down our throat just like that. 
We too  can no t fo rce 
anything down on them. But 
you know that they are only 
playing the president’s card. 
All o f  them who say third 
term  or co n s titu tio n a l 
amendment are not sincere to 
themselves or their constitu­
encies. I don’t care where 
they met whether in Abuja or 
Enugu, Warri or Lagos, those 
Southern leaders are a bunch 
o f dishonest people.

So what about the threats 
they have issued that i f  you  
insist on not amending the 
con stitu tio n , th ey  w ould  
b o y c o tt e lec tio n s  or go  
confederal.

Look, I don’t give a damn 
if  the country splits. Who is 
afraid o f it? Who? I don’t care 
if  we split. The North is the 
North. If a country like Mali, 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger 
will survive as nations, I don’t 
see one Northern state not 
surviving. Name the state in 
the N orth  tha t can not 
survive on its own. So who 
is fooling who? Enough of 
these unintelligent threats. 
Let me tell you, as we speak, 
if  you tell the Yoruba people 
in Kaduna to go back, they

“For Senator Ken Nnamani, initially he was a bit 
cool and calm about issues not only third term but 
other issues as well But I  believe it is like other 
professions. Once you are new, you first learn the 
ropes and when you get to understand the business 
proper; you then apply your own knowledge o f that 
very job and your God-given intelligence to guide 
you.

won’t find accommodati n ’n 
the South-West. Just Kacuna 
only and they will not a \e  
landing space. How many 
Northerners are in Oyo state? 
Ju st a bunch  o f  k o L n u t 
sellers and cattle rearer lic> 
could bloody well come -\ick.

How many o f  the >>o 
indigines can go back ard  
find a home? the same t. the 
Ibog. Infact, it is worse t« the 
Ibos. So, I don’t care r  the 
nation is divided, if w e \ i \  e 
to do so. Lets divide it not by 
threat. And I don’t think ere 
is a Northerner who is a ‘raid 
o f  separation, unless r  his 
brain is not correct.

Talking about boycott o f 
election, was elections 'e d 
in the south in 1999" if 
they  b o y co tt, it is tn e ir 
business, and not mine 1 11 
not boycott because 1 U't 
discharge it as a respi nsi- 
bility. If  they want to bo eott 
it is not new. It happened in 
the south-W est before So 
enough o f threats.

But what about the ether 
threat that every region will 
hold on to its resource> m 
the b e lie f  th a t the N»rrh 
probably has no resour<.. s to 
survive on.

Like I heard Emmanuel 
Iw anyaw u c la im  he s a 
scientist. Where did he .am  
his science from? Oil * ven 
d iscovered  everyda> nd 
tech n o lo g y  is sue a 
wonderful thing. Oil is being i 
discovered everyday i r  the 
N orth. So i f  our Sou: . m 
brothers don’t know tha Iet 
them think again. Someday, 
every country will ha\e oil. 
There are satelite device to 
locate oil. There is o in 
Bauchi, Gombe, Sokoti- :rd 
o th e r p laces . W hy did 
Obasanjo ask Shell to pack 
up? The records are trcre. 
Benue Trough? What '  it? 
Go to NNPC and Inti >ut. 
NNPC started explored. i 
Baga and it was stopped. 
Those expatriates tolc me 
about it. In fact, I blame these 
Northern governors, o-ner- 
w ise, nobody would have 
been using oil againv :he 
N orth  today. I f  onl> he 
governors could take ju- v o 
o f their reserves and engage 
experts from Texas, Germanv 

uld
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or R ussia, nobody w 
have been talking to u>- 
oil only being in the Sou 
is just not true. I challe 
anyone o f them to say tl 
is no oil in Baga, Gombe 
Sokoto. So, oil is no l<- 
gold or in fashion See 
investment in Sao Tome 
in the south-South? ()• 
they own the one tn Cha

and 
ger 
our 
is it
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PUBLIC HEARING ON CONSTITUTION REVIEW

Good precedence or grand deception?
The Joint National As­

sem bly C onstitution 
R eview  C om m ittee  

(CRC) under the chairman­
ship o f the Deputy Senate 
President, Senator Ibrahim 
Mantu, is planning a series of 
public hearing on the consti­
tution in order to ensure in­
put by Nigerians into the on­
going constitution am end­
ment process. The CRC has 
come up with over 100  items 
for review, including the issue 
of tenure. Expectedly, serious 
concerns have been raised as 
to the propriety o f these mega 
constitutional changes. The 
view in some quarters is that 
mega constitutional changes 

| are capable o f creating mega 
reverberations and instability 
in the polity. Thus, they have 
canvassed for a piecemeal 
approach to the amendments 
being proposed.

Some even argue that the 
process should be postponed 
till after the expiry of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s admin­
istration on May 29, 2007 so 
that a new administration will 
carry out the process. This 
argumentation flourishes in 
the c irc le s  o f  N igerians 
whose phobia for possible 
manipulation of the process 
in favour o f some interests is 
now further accentuated by 
the growing plot for third term 
in o ffice  by P residen t 
Obasanjo and the clan o f con­
descending State Governors, 
who for political survival, is 
lending itself to the bolster­
ing of the plot. The signals 
from the Presidency and other 
ancillary segments as well as 

| the body language o f Presi­
dent Obasanjo paint a com­
posite picture o f a carefully 
scripted plot that is now as­
sum ing the garb  o f  
officialdom.

In fact, the issue o f ten­
ure has, significantly, heated 
up the polity. The only way 
the tension created can be 
defused is for the issue o f ten­
ure to be struck out o f the list 
o f over 100  items for review 
or am endm ent. N ational 

i C hairm an  o f  the A ll 
Progressives Grand Alliance 

|(A P G A ), C h ie f  C hekw as 
Okorie said “An extensive 
amendment o f  the 1999 con- 

| stitution is desirable, but the 
item on the tenure of presi­
dent and governors is in bad 
taste and unpatriotic. The 
obnoxious item must not be 
allowed to remain as it is in 
the extant constitution, failing 
which the National Assembly 

| should be held responsible 
j for any calamity that befalls 
! Nigeria. The proposed na­
tionwide debate will fail if this 

1 note o f  caution is ignored’’
The generai concensus is 

that there is nothing wrong 
| with two terms eight years 
as provided for in-Aie consti- 

I flrtison for president and gov- 
■ amor. The mere listing off ten­
ure and the-three recommen­
dations by a sub-committee* 

! o fth e  CRC, which included

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent)

among others, three terms o f 
twelve years, has heightened 
fears that the incumbent presi­
dent might throw his weight 
behind it, push it through and 
go the whole hog to be a ben­
eficiary. This is the crux of 
the matter: Nigerians want 
Obasanjo to go in 2007. It 
does not matter the part o f the 
country that produces the 
president in 2007. Whether 
north or south, it does not 
m atter as much as tenure ex­
tension for Obasanjo.

Once Obasanjo’s incum­
bency is neutralized on this 
issue of tenure extension, that 
is if the third term agenda falls 
through, it is not likely that 
he will be irrevocably commit­
ted to a process that will pro­
duce somebody else as his 
successor. The nation would 
then be saved the prospects 
o f logjam that has mostly de­
veloped around the issue of 
succession and exit by incum­
bent presidents in the recent 
past. As at the present time, 
nothing from the Presidency 
has suggested that Obasanjo 
is not interested in third term. 
He could have dispelled the 
speculation or insinuation by 
m aking a categorical p ro­
nouncement on it so that Ni­
gerians and the international 
community would know what 
he wants to do. What is his 
strategic dissembling on the 
m atter m eant to achieve? 
Whatever it is, Nigerians are 
seeing through the plot to rail­
road selfish political agenda 
on them.

The g randstand ing  by 
Presidency’s officials and 
cronies and their claim that 
more time is needed to con­
so lid a te  on the reform  
programme have conduced 
to impact on Nigerians, the 
grow ing possib ility  o f  an 
Obasanjo’s third term. This 
is why Nigerians lack confi­
dence in the Mantu’s Commit­
tee (Mantu is said to be an 
O basanjo’s man) to lead a 
genu ine  and u n ta in ted  
amendment process. Sadly 
for Mantu, the review pro­
cess. in the estimation o f avid 
watchers o f the political de­
velopment, would serve the 
political interest ofthe incum­
bent president. But from all 
indications, the presidency is 
not discouraged from the en­
terprise o f  amending the con­
stitution. The process is go­
ing on and the nation is put 
on edge.

It was thought that gov­
ernment might <»v« beaten a 
quiet retreat onj i t  following 
he indefinite yosiponernent 

o f the public nearing on the 
constitution review initially 
scheduled to begin January 
$, Inside “Politics has eon- 
fjirm^d th at the com m ittee 
would soon get back to work 
and will golound the six geo­
political zones to get input

from people. But will the 
people from whom the com­
mittee will get input be true 
representations o f all shades 
of opinions? Senator Mantu 
told Inside Politics that the 
process is genuine and would 
be pursued to its logical con­
clusion as, according to him, 
“The process must continue 
and there are basic things 
that needed to be put in place.

have participated 100 per cent 
in its writing; Nigerians must 
have a constitution that is in 
tandem with democratic prac­
tices and norms all over the 
world. These are necessary 
changes that must be effected 
in the constitution. Like I 
said, initially, when this exer­
cise commenced in 2 0 0 1 , ev­
erybody was asking National 
Assembly members to hurry

Senator Ibrahim Mantu, Deputy Senate President
First and foremost, we are try­
ing as much as possible in 
view o f the heat this exercise 
has generated in the polity, to 
do everything possibly as 
transparent as transparency 
can be and that is to say that 
everything must be done in 
the open.

“We must put our cards 
face up on the table so that 
everybody can read exactly 
what is there because m is­
chief makers have gone to 
town before us and they have 
succeeded in molding nega­
tive opinion about an exercise 
which Nigerians should really 
be on their knees, begging 
National Assembly members 
to carry  out. E verybody 
knows -hat we have a docu­
ment that is now being used 
to govern us, which was hur­
riedly put together by the mili­
tary. The provisions o f  the 
1999 constitution are not bet­
te r than m ilitary  decrees. 
They are like decrees with a 
little ok o f pane* Oeatmg here 
pnd there ,to give it some 
democratic semblance.

“But we have come a long 
way now after six and a half 
years o f  practising democ­
racy that Nigerians must nave 
a constitution that they car. 
call their own; Nigeriahs must 
have a constitution that they

up and give Nigerians a con­
stitution that will work. There 
are so many ambiguities in 
the document; you could see 
the indecisions o f electoral 
process; if  not because we 
have judges that exception­
ally gifted, believe me hon­
estly, the system would have 
completely broken down as a 
result o f the ambiguities con­
tained in the constitution”.

Mantu is aware that his 
committee has been very criti­
cally linked with the plot to 
provide a window o f oppor­
tunity for Obasanjo to pro­
long his stay in power. He 
feels bad about it, whether 
genuinely or otherwise, In­
side Politics cannot say. Hear 
him: “This exercise, which all 
d e m o c ra t ic  a l ly -m in d e d  
people should be yearning 
for and should really do ev­
erything possible to get, like 
I said, has been unfortunately 
misrepresented to the public 
and the public has been mis- 
arfbrmed. indeed, aft o f a sud­
den an exercise that started 
•in the year 2 0 0 1  and called 
National Assembly Joint 1999 
Constitution Review Commit­
tee lias now been baptized !o 
a name called “third term”. To 
me, if  you ask me whit is third 
term, believe me honestly. 1 do 
not know and until 1 start ask­

ing some o f your colleagues, 
what they mean by third term 
and they now say it is the 
constitution review that is 
now called third term. That is 
unfortunate. Third term as I 
understand has to do with 
tenure and tenure is just one 
clause out o f  about 103 pro­
posed amendments that we 
believe a-e good for the na­
tion”.

Mantu said that the com­
mittee was c >tisidering effec­
tive pubxicity for the process 
to get Nigerians to be im ­
mersed in whai it (committee) 
is doing. According to him 
“W hat is happening right 
now is to make sure that we 
sufficiently carry the people, 
mobilize people, sensitise 
people. I believe that all the 
proposed amendments must 
be published in all the major 
newspapers as a pull-out so 
that people can buy your pa- 
per-D aily Trust or Weekly 
Trust- take out the pull-out 
containing all the am end­
ments, sit down at their con­
venience in a relaxed atmo­
sphere to go through the pro­
posed amendments so that 
whatever contribution any­
body would wish to make, he 
or she would be making the 
contributions from  an in­
formed position. All these 
things call for money. We 
also intend, apart from putting 
these in the newspapers as 
adverts, to ensure that for a 
whole week or so, it is being 
serialized on radio and on tele­
vision so that people who 
watch television would also 
come to terms with what is 
there”.

But to the opposition, the 
whole process is aimed at de­
ceiving the Nigerian people. 
It is believed that the tenure 
extension is the main objec­
tive of the government in pur­
suing what is seen as a hur­
ried constitution amendment. 
G roups in the north  and 
south o f  the country have 
kicked against amendment to 
achieve tenure extension for 
Obasanjo and other incum­
bent executives. The other 
items listed for amendments 
are said to be a fa9ade to hide 
the m ajor objective o f  the 
process. There are claims in 
circles that plans are afoot to 
manipulate the public hearing 
precedent to the amendment 
in order to make it look like a 
national consensus has been 
achieved on the amendments 
proposed, particularly  the 
tenure extension (three terms 
o f twelve years). Ir\side Poli­
tics learned that the opposi­
tion is taking either o f  this 
two-pronged approach to the 
process: either to attend and 
frustrate the review process 
or to boycott die exercise al- 
toge ther as it  is pa ten tly  
fraudulent.

- Conference o f  Nigerian 
P o litica l P arties (C N PP), 
speaking through its National 
Publicity Secretary, Mr. Osita 
Okechukw u on the public

hearing declared, “Yes, we ire 
saying it is going to be wor>e 
deception than the 2 0 0 2  ( lee- 
toralAct. Why we are sa\ ing 
so is that we challenge an > - 
body that if  they go throu. h 
the due process stated in thjv i 
co n s titu tio n  o f  1999 or 
amendment o f that const r a ­
tion, it then means you are 
going to do voting in tlv '  6 
State Houses o f  Assembly j 
and in the National A ssemK y. 
And we are saying it tha it 
you follow due process. j  

cannot finish it in the nev  - 
months. But our fear i> 
one day they will tell U' u 
all the Houses o f  Asseni - \ 
in the States have >at d 
have approved the unu d- ; 
ments and the next day. cy 
might come to the Natr al ■ 
Assembly here and say th.-e 
is quorum and they v> ill w i 
say the thing has been ap­
proved.

“The Chief Justice ot \ i -  i 
geria had alerted us that s re 
these people do not 
court orders, do not depend 
on them. So, we are see g 
fraud, big political fraud 
in the past three months ie 
CNPP has been talking u ar j 
membership and other c i- 
patriots to say, please, %e 
Professor Wole Soyinka - J 
get back to the trenches x -  ; 
cause the way they are . - ] 
ing, ifyou read the statemc re­
coining out from those > ho 
are close to the Presiden,\ 
they are nauseating. General j 
G ow on, A rchbish  >p 
Onayeikan and other comra- i 
triots made innocent apf\ il 
Gowon said myself, Genei al j 
Babangida, General Abac a. 
using himself as an examp e. 
please do not make the mis- i 
take I made and the PrtM- 
dency is saying that he nad 
no locus standi to talk o f  him- ; 
self. The Archbishop said. i 
thank you Mr. President. \» a . 
thank God; we congratulate j 

you for resisting the deadly 
d isease and suddenly he 
spokesman for the Presidency 
had to attack the Archbish >p 
They are attacking every- • 
body. The PDP N ath -al 
Chairman gave an inten v * . 
saying if  Nigerians wan n 
These are the people tel io£ i 
us that they want to amend 
the constitution....”

M eanw hile, the Ma iu 
committee is maintaining tiat 
the process will be transpar­
ent while the opposition eie- -j 
m ents are saying that he 
m inim um  requirem ent or 
them to believe the commit­
tee and the Presidency have 
good intention is to deleis ‘he 
proposed amendment on en­
ure and leave the two K ims 
o f  eight year as provided ’or 
in the 1999 constitution in .iet 
Otherwise, the proce^v to  ]• 
matter how those runnW „ *r 
engine dress if elegant, u ?  
will not jell as theopposi; cm j 
has irreversibly rfirister > it I 
as the.greatest official - in- 
ity ofObasanjo’spreside; : al i 
politics.
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Foreign Scholarship: Commissioner 
lambasts aggrieved students

a c V in a  h n w  th p  r n i

F ollow ing the contro 
versy that surrounded 
the award o f  foreign 

scho larsh ip s to studen ts, 
during which some students 
afieged preferential and unfair 
deal, the Yobe Commissioner 
for H igher Education, Ali 
Gadaka, said the aggrieved 
students should go to hell, 
stating that he does not care 
about anything. »

Gadaka stated this while 
responding to questions from 
D aily Trust, yesterday in 
D am aturu, as the con tro ­
versy that affected the for­
eign scholarship, were 18 out 
o f 50 students were Awarded 
scholarships to study medi­
cal courses, with some chil- 

a lren  o f  co m m issioners, 
prominent among beneficia­
ries.

In reaction, Gadaka said 
“if my son is qualified for the 
scholarship, I have a right to 
award him the scholarship. 
Yes, the daughter o f commis­
sioner for agric, was awarded 
the sch o la rsh ip . W hat is 
wrong if  children o f perma­
nent secretaries or commis­
sioner secured the Egyptian 

-foreign scholarship, after all 
they deserve it,” Gadaka said.

He recalled that, he (the 
commissioner) was behind 
the sch o la rsh ip , during  
w hich “E gypt advertised  
their intension to award the 
foreign scholarship, through 
their consulate in Kano. I ap-

F ro m  Isa Umar Gusau,
[_ ' Damaturu  I

plied for it, and 12 places were 
meant for Nigeria. Through 
Yobe effort, the slots were 
increased to 18, and Yobe 
awarded 12. So there was a 
selection process by Egypt, 
and some 18 people out o f the 
50 that applied, were suc­
cessful. Then Yobe decided 
that, we sponsor six, while 
Egypt sponsor the other 12,” 
the commissioner narrated.

Following the develop­
ment, some 32 students had 
their docum ents returned, 
while others were awarded 
the scholarship.

The development, Daily 
Trust, had earlier reported on 
January 6 th, 2006, threw the 
students into agony w ith 
many o f them crying foul, 
saying that officials o f  the 
state’s M inistry for Higher 
Education, “manipulated the 
foreign scholarship" to have 
“children o f top government 
officials, including those of 
the ministry’s commissioner 
and perm an en t secrtary , 
among beneficiaries.”

But, the commissioner, Ali 
Gadaka, maintained that a test 
examination was conducted, 
and those awarded the schol­
arships, scored points related 
to sciences, as certain crite­
ria were used for medical 
courses.

The aggrieved students, 
however suspected foul play,

Gombe Dep. Gov’s press secretary is dead
T he chief press secre­

tary  to  the G om be 
State deputy gover­

nor, Mr. Joseph Dangabar 
Choge, is dead.

A ged, 46 y ea rs , Mr. 
Choge died at the federal 
medical centre, Gombe on 
Monday after a protracted ill­
ness.

A ccord ing  to fam ily  
sources, the one time state 
chairman o f Sports Writers 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  N igeria  

riSWAN), left behind a wife, 
two children and aged par­
ents.

The deputy governor, Dr. 
John Lazarus Yoriyo, de-

jF rom  M u h a m m a d  A b u b a k a r,

j__________Gombe__________|
scribed  the death  o f  Mr. 
Choge as a great loss not only 
to the family, but the state as 
a whole.

Dr. Yoriyo, who described 
the decease as very dedi­
cated to duty, prayed that his 
family will have the fortitude 
to bear the irreparable loss.

In its own condolence 
message, the state chapter of 
the Nigerian Union o f Jour­
nalists (NUJ) described late 
Choge as an erudite journal­
ist whose contributions to 
the m edia industry in the 
state will be missed.

asking how the coincidence 
came about, during which the 
commissioner’s son and that 
o f  his permanent secretary 
among others, became suc­
cessful.

G adaka s ta ted , that a 
daughter to the state’s Com­
m issioner for B udget and 
Economic Planning, Hadiza 
Lawan Goroma, along with a 
Child o f an influential man, 
were not successful, as they 
had  th e ir  docum ents re ­
turned.

Meanwhile, many of the 
students who were turned 
down, recalled that, they had 
earlier been assured o f a for­
eign scholarship as they were 
short-listed, and asked to se­
cure passports and other trav­
elling documents, saying that 
some of them had spent too 
much.

Asked if  the ministry is 
working out any way o f as­
sisting the students to ease 
their expenditures regarding 
the scholarship, the Commis­
sioner for Higher Education, 
Ali Gadaka, said, “We are not 
giving a kobo to any student. 
Let them go and keep the 
passports as their personal 
properties. We are not giving 
them anything. Those given 
scholarships for United King­
dom were not given pass­
ports by government, let the 
s tu d en ts  say  any th in g , I 
don’t care. I know my con­
science is clear, and I am serv­
ing Yobe State.”

“Not all those that got the 
scholarship are children o f 
commissioner, infact there is 
an orphan, who is a son to 
the late form er perm anent 
secretary, ministry o f finance, 
and lots o f  others who are 
from  poor backgrounds,” 
Gadaka uphold.

Director General o f  NAFDAC, Prof. Dora Akunyili presenting the Agency enlightment materials to th, 
General Overseer o f  Deeper Life Bible Church, Pastor Williams Kumuyi, when he paid a courtesy visit on 
her in Abuja...recently.

Duke denies Obasanjo’s third term bid
A

- , »  h is  o f f ic e  r e c e n tlv . s a id  th e  3 0gainst w idespread 
sp ecu la tio n s that 

.the Peoples Demo­
cratic Party leaders in the 
country were mystifying the 
third term ambition o f  Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo as 
well as other top officials in 
governm en t, G overno r 
Donald Duke o f  Cross River

From Bassey Ita,
Correspondent Calabar

State has remarked that such 
matters do not occupy the 
agenda o f  the party nor that 
o f  the governors and was 
therefore a non-issue.

Duke, who was speaking 
at a parley with newsmen in

HIV/AIDS: US spends $3.2m on 
military antiretroviral treatment

T o  "  "
J L  H,

ie US government will 
contribute $3.2 million 
dollars to combat HIV/ 

A ID S in N ig eria  A rm ed

F ro m  A b d u lR a h e e m  A o d u ,
Correspondent, Kaduna

Forces through antiretroviral 
therapy.

The funding, which is 
part o f bilateral partnership 
between the US Department 
o f Defence (DoD) and Nige­
ria  M in istry  o f  D efence 
(MOD), will enable Nigeria 
military men and their family 
m em bers to be tested , 
screened and treated o f HIV/ 
AIDS using the antiretroviral 
therapy free.

The US co-ordinator of 
the programme, Major Darrel 
Singer, said yesterday at the 
44 Nigeria Army Reference 
Hospitals in Kaduna that the 
equipments for the therapy 
will be supplied by the US 
DoD.

“This is an im portant 
programme for Nigerian mili­
tary. The US DoD is in part­
nership with Nigeria !ytjnis: 
-*■/£ 'dc

§ s f l a r ^ # S'

Emergency Plan Implementa­
tion Committee (EPIC). The 
US government will provide 
approximately $3.2 million 
dollars for the Nigerian mili­
tary programme for this fiscal 
year.

“Some o f the equipments 
are already on ground, we 
have more equipment in tran­
sit and as the programme goes 
more, the equipm ents will 
continue to grow up as well 
in response to the number of 
people who come for treat­
ment,” Major Singer said.

Speaking at the occasion 
the commandant o f the Nige­
rian Army Medical Corps and 
Schools (NAM CS) M ajor 
General B. Abang, who was 
represented by Brigadier Har- 
ris Agbi said  the A rm ed 
Forced Programme on AIDS 
contro! (AFPAC) which was 
established in 1993 is respon­
sible for tIjg(j0 )pre^aS((Sft.v9f  
U 1 W;rti'MI«9<»g the

his office recently, said the 
state governors nor the Presi­
dent do not even contemplate 
that as widely speculated.

A ccording to  him , the 
President has no such ambi 
tion for a third-term, but woule 
rather retire to his farm for 
large scale agricultural pro­
duction, adding that he has 
always been making a mock­
ery o f  the issue.

The governor denied that 
the 30 state governors have 
ev er sa t to endorse 
Obasanjo’s third term, adding 
that nobody contem plates 
that at all.

They did not carry any 
weapon at reported in the 
media neither did they de­
stroy properties at the site 
but registered their protesi 
peacefully just as the matter 
had been resolved long ago 
in their favour.

He appealed to the press 
to exercise restraint in report­
ing such matters, but rather 
partner with the statv 
ment over the inuiativL 
good o f the state.

'Gov.i Donald tin  Aft i .
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The acting secretary, textile workers union, Comrade Isa Aremu (L) and Mr. Adagbo Onoja, Media 
Trust member o f Editorial Board (R) at the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue held in Abuja...recently. Pix: 
Kennedy Egbonodje.

FG inaugurates IT 
advisory C’ttee

A ^ s J n t in n a l  T n f r » r m a t i n n  d e v e l o p m e n t  W c lS  ll!

i
National Information 
Technology A dv i­
sory C om m ittee  

; (NITAC) aimed at transform- 
; ing Nigeria into an informa- 
I tion society has being inau­
gurated.

The committee is to fast 
j track Nigeria’s participation 
in the 1.2 trillion dollars glo­
bal information and commu­
nication technology busi­
ness opportunities.

Inaugurating the commit­
tee in Abuja on Tuesday, the 

! Minister o f  Science and Tech­
nology, Prof. Turner Isoun, 
said  tha t the com m ittee  

I would prepare the necessary 
| roadmap for the actualisation 
; of the nation's ICT dreams.

He charged the committee 
j to create the platform for ICT 
; professionals and stakehold- 
ers to make direct input to 

| policies and technical issues 
in ICT development in the 

I country.
He said that the commit- 

; tee would champion the ar­
ticulation o f plans and strat­
egies that would position Ni- 

I geria as a knowledge society.
He challenged the com- 

j mittee to provide a solid foun- 
j dation for the implementation 
o f the desirable ICT human

resource needed for the eco­
nomic growth of the country.

He urged the committee to 
seek alternative and comple­
mentary sources o f funding 
for ICT development projects 
as government would con­
centrate on regulatory1 issues.

Speaking on behalf o f the 
committee, the Chairman, Mr 
Jim Ovia, commended gov­
ernm ent for setting it up, 
stressing that ICTs have be­
come a subject of great con­
cern to mankind.

O via said  tha t the 
sustainability o f  all forms of

development was hinged on 
the utilisation o f ICT, adding 
that the technology has be­
come an integral part o f  the 
society.

The terms o f reference o f 
the committee include the de­
velopment o f a blue print on 
software development, hard­
ware, infrastructure, network 
security, policy and legisla­
tion, regulation and stan­
dards.

Others are the articulation 
o f  action plan for the youth 
software proficiency empow­
erment programme and ICT 
incubation and parks.

N o few er than 311 
people died in road 
accidents in Kwara, 

Kogi and Ekiti States in 2005, 
the Ilorin Zonal Commander 
o f  the FR SC , Mr. Olu 
Fadogba, has said.

Decorating 18 promoted 
officers in Ilorin on Tuesday, 
Fadogba said  264 deaths 
were recorded in the preced­
ing year.

Although there was an in-

Children hospital engages 
German surgeons

A team o f plastic sur­
geons from Germany 
is expected at NOMA 

Children Hospital, Sokoto, 
next month to conduct free 
surgeries on patients with 
NOMA disease.

NOM A is a d isease  
which disfigures the mouths 
and noses o f  its victims.

The surgeons are from 
tho G erm an-based  AW.R 
foundation.

the bill for the operations, 
treatment, feeding and ac­
commodation o f the patients.

The Chief Medical Direc­
tor o f  the hospital, Prof. 
Ralph Sauter, told newsmen 
on Tuesday in Sokoto that 
screening o f  the patients 
would start soon.

He called on state and lo­
cal governments to  sponsor 
patients in their areas Tor the

FRSC command 
records 311 deaths

crease in deaths, the number 
o f  accidents dropped from 
286 in 2004 to 271 in 2005, he 
said.

4 ’In the same vain, 1,183 
persons were injured in 2005 
in contrast to 653 in year
2004.”

The commander said N 1.1 
million was recovered at the 
various scenes o f  accident in
2005, while the money was 
returned to the families o f the 
victims.

Fadogba appealed to the 
federal government to make 
the Lokoja-Okene road a dual 
carriageway and accelerate 
the completion o f the Ibadan- 
O y o -O g b o m o so -M o k w a  
road.

The com pletion o f the 
projects would further reduce 
accidents, he said, calling on 
the promoted officers to up­
hold ‘ ’the highest and unpar­
alleled integrity.”

The commander was as­
sisted in decorating the offic­
ers by the controller of Pris­
ons in K w ara, A lhaji

C O N D IT IO N S  O F  B ID D IN G

]F E D E R A L M O R T G A G E  F I N A N C E  L I M I T E D

F M F L

S A L E  O F  L A N D E D  P R O P E R T I E S  | |  I

INV ITA TIO N TO BID
P u rsu an t to  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t to  d isp o se  o f  a ll  th e  la n d e d  p ro p e r t ie s  o f  F M F L , th e  B o ard  o f  D irec to r-  ) 
h e re b y  in v ite s  in te re s te d  m em b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  ( in d iv id u a ls  a n d  c o rp o ra te  o rg a n iz a tio n s )  to  b id  fo r  th e  p u rc h a s e  o i ,  j- 

u n d e r l is te d  la n d e d  p ro p e r tie s :

; s /n o . L O C A T IO N  A D D RESS O F 
PR O PER TY

DESCRIPTION STAGE/STATE OF 
PROPERTY

I. K A N O
N ew  Court Road, 
G yadi-G yadi Road, Kano

3-storey O ffice 
B u ild in g

C om pleted

2. KANO
450 Kargo Avenue, 
O ff  M aiduguri Road, 
H otoro, Kano

D etached 4 bedroom  
bungalow  w ith B/Q.

Com pleted

3. KANO
444 K argo Avenue

D etached 4 bedroom  
bungalow  w ith B/Q.

. Com pleted

T A B U JA
N o. 41, 12th C rescent 
K ado Estate, Abuja

3 bedroom  D uplex C om pleted

5. M AKURDI
29, U niagric G uest H ouse 
Road, H U D CO  Q uarters, 
N /B ank, M akurdi

D etached 3 bedroom  
bungalow  w ith B/Q

C om pleted

6. M AKURDI
30, U niagric G uest H ouse 
Road, H U D CO  Q uarters, 
N /B ank, M akurdi

D etached 3 bedroom  
bungalow  w ith  B/Q

C om pleted j  ,

7. M AKURDI
Ishaya B ukut Road, 
M akurdi, Benue State

3-storey office building C om pleted
................... ...................................

S. M AKURDI
G boko Road, P lot 2396 on 
M akurdi TPS

Bare site U ndeveloped
----------  .... J

i 9. E N U G U
32, O kpara Avenue, Enugu

Office
B lock /res  i den tia l Com pleted

i l 0 - UYO
P lot 114, U nit F, Itiam  
E w eteniong H ousing  Estate, 
U yo

Detached 3 bedroom  
bungalow

Completed

1 " • A BEOKUTA
O gun State House 
N o. 9  Road, B 1 O lom ore 
FG LCH E. A beokuta

Semi-detached 
3 bedroom bungalow  
(one wing)

Completed

. '" T .  *

1 12’ ABEOKUTA
H ouse 39, A 2 Ita Eiega 
FG L C H E , A beokuta

Sem i-detached 
3 bedroom  bungalow  
(one wing)

Com pleted

| 13. ABEO K U TA
Ibrahim  B abangida B oulevant 3-storey office building U ncom pleted

1 14 A BEO K l'TA
A jedo Road, R esidential Layout

4 N os. Residential 
P lo ts U ndeveloped

1 7 5 . AKURE
No. 12 Ikale Street, Ijapo 
H ousing  E sta te

2-storey  D uplex Com pleted

1 16. YOLA
N o. 1 B ishop St., Jim ela, Yola 3-storey- office building Com pleted

! T ? ' YOLA
Bo. 1 B ishop St., Jim eta, Yola

D etached 3 bedroom  
bunga low

C om pleted

i 18. YOLA
18, Lam ido Crescent, Yola 
Town

Bare S ite LJndeveloped

i 19. YOLA
Jam butu W ard, Yola Bare Site U ndeveloped

1 2 0 - LAGOS
10A A zarre C rescent, Apapa 
G RA

4 bedroom  sem i­
detached duplex

Com pleted

j 21. LAGOS
Festac Town B lock 3rd Avenue, 
32 Road, Lagos

12 No. o f  2 bedroom  
flats and 4  N os. 3 
bedroom  flats

Com pleted

i 22 . IL O R IN
A sa D am  Road, Iloi in 2-storey office build ing Com pleted

23. M A ID U G U R I
O ff G ajiram Road, O ff Damboa 
Road, G RA , M aiduguri

Identical. 2 Nos. 
detached 4 bedroom  
Bungalow s w ith  B/Q

Com pleted

~24. M A ID U G U R I
176 Pom pom ari N orth-W est 
L a y o u t

Bare site U ndeveloped

"25. M INNA
G2 C26 A dam aw a Road, M inna 4 bedroom  bungalow C om pleted

26'. M INNA
G 2 C 36 A dam aw a Road, M inna 4 bedroom  bungalow C om pleted

! 27. SOKOTO
O ld A irport Road, Sokoto 3-storey office building U ncom pleted

1 ~28. KATSINA
24, Yahaya M adaki Road, 
K ats in a

Bare Site U ndeveloped

i ~29. IB A D A N
O w ode Estate, O ff  A beokuta 
Road, Ibadan

Bare Site U ndeveloped

% T1

b)
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Prospective buyers should collect bidding forms free o f charge at;

Office o fth e  Ag. MD/CE FMFL, ^
C/o FMBN Corporate Head office,
4"' Floor
Plot 266 Cadastral AO,
Central Business District,
Abuja.
FMBN Offices in states o f the federation where the properties are located.
Payment o f z non-refimdablc bidding fee o f  N10, 000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira Only) in certified bank draft payable to FMFl 
Prospective buyers are advised-to inspect the properties before bidding. To faciJitate inspection, contact can be made with the 
offices in 1 (a) and (b) above.
Each bidder should indicate on the left hand comer o f the envelope, the property bidded for.
Ail legal tenants must bid in order to qualify to be given the first offer to buy.
Completed bidding forms should be submitted in sealed envelopes along with:

a )  Copy o f  Tax clearance certificate for the past 3 taxable years.
b) Copy o f certificate o f  incorporation (for companies).
c )  Certified bank draft for non refundable bidding fee in favour o f  Federal Mortgage Finance Limited.

A d dressed  to:
T he A g. M an ag ing  Dlrector/C F..
C /o  FM BN C orporate  H ead O ffice,
4'" Floor,
Plot 266  C ad astral A O ,
C entra l B usiness D istr ict,
P .M .B . 2273, A buja .

To reach him on or before 23rd February, -006 by 12 noon

The Bids will be opened publicly,at the IM BN Board Room on 23* February 2006 at 12.05pm, Bidders are free to attend >r ** 
represented at the opening.
Successful bidders will be required to pay 50% o f  the full price plus 10% o f the full price as transaction cost im siediatck. h :,c 
the b^ence o f  50% shaft be paid not fate* than 6(5 thereafter.

Signed.
I .A. ASOGWA 

Ag. M anaging J ^ e c to r/C E
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Fans, administrators praise Eagles
S  ' '

Galadima 
hails 

„ Eagles
C h a irm an  o f  the  

N ig e ria  F o o tb a ll 
Association (NFA), 

| Ib rah im  G a lad im a  has 
described the victory o f the 

| Super Eagles over the Black 
| Stars o f  Ghana yesterday as 
a good  o p en er tha t w ill 
motivate the team in their 

| quest to  w in the N ations 
(u p .

Galadima told hotsports- 
'T ive.com  that “ I was really 

im p ressed  w ith  the 
perform ance o f  the boys, 

land believe it was a good 
| omen playing against Ghana 
in the opening match.” 

“T he b o y s cam e ou t 
strong , e sp ec ia lly  in the 
second half, and had better 
control o f the match, despite 

<~rhe low score line, but in all, 
it was a good match, and we 
expect them to do better in 
subsequent m atches.”

The K ano-born football 
a d m in is tra to r  fu r th e r  
c h a rg ed  the  E ag les to 
“c o n c e n tra te  on the 
challenge o f  w inning the 
N ations C up, despite  the 
distractions to underm ine 
the team ’s preparation for 
the Championship.”

He noted that “w inning 
J the Nations Cup could help 

In resolving the problem at 
home.”

o cce r fan s  and 
adm inistrators in 
Abuja have commen­

ded Super Eagles' technical 
crew for its “strategic plan­
ning” by parading young 
p lay e rs  in the ongo ing  
A frican  N a tio n s Cup in 
Egypt.

A cross section o f them 
told the News Agency o f 
Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja 

that the Austin Eguavoen 
led crew  d isp layed  good 
tech n ica l k n o w led g e  o f  
G hana’s players in M on­
d a y ’s 1 -0  v ic to ry  by the 
Eagles.

Former NFA board member 
Chive K a’ave said in his 
reac tio n  tha t the c re w ’s 
technical master piece was 
g la rin g  by f ie ld in g  only 
strong p layers that w ith ­
stood the Black Stars’ mobile

team.
A lso  sp e a k in g , c h a ir ­

m an o f  the N ig e ria  F o o t­
b a ll L eague O yuki O ba- 
s e k i s a id  th e  g ro u p  D 
o p e n in g  m a tc h  w a s  
“w o n d e rfu l an d  a good  
s ta r t fo r N ig e r ia ” .

“ T he E ag les  w ill bea t 
Z im b a b w e  h a n d s  d ow n  
and  h o p e fu lly  go ahead  
to c lin ch  the  cup  at the

f in a l ,” O b asek i w ho w as 
h ead in g  fo r E g y p t, sa id .

H e, h o w e v e r  c a u t io ­
ned  g o a lk e e p e r  V incen t 
E n y eam a a g a in s t “ s il ly  
m is ta k e s ” , a d d in g  th a t 
th e  la s t  m in u te  a c tio n s  
b y  th e  k e e p e r  a lm o s t  
cau sed  p ro b le m s fo r the 
E agles.

The Special A ssistant to 
th e  S p o rts  M in is te r

Alhasan /akm ut, com m en­
ded the Bagles’ line-up, but 
critic ised  Yakubu Ayegbe- 
n i’s refusal to come to the 
Eagles’ camp.

The Eagles, after ' i.ip ng the 
Stars, are expected u, ,Ve out 
against Zimbabwe on Fn jay  in 
their second m atch o f  the 
group. Senegal, Zimbabwe and 
Ghana are playing alongside 
Nigeria in Group D.

Okocha wants to end career oe a high
   T7   1    * . .  -   K u t  t A  r A n  o  r l a r o r o  n l m ;  m o l / o r  \ i ; V » a  1 1  / a m  f l i a  , *  t  • •uper Eagles captain 
Austin Jay-Jay Okocha 
wants to end his Nigeria 

career on a high by steering the 
team to the African Nations Cup 
title.

The 32-year-old n lidfielder said 
he considered quitting the 
national side after their surprise 
failure to qualify for the World Cup

but opted to stay on for a few 
more months.

“I thought about it but then I 
realised the only thing we’ve got 
left is this Nations Cup and I might 
as well come and help and see if 
we can win it,” he told reporters 
at the team hotel.

“This will be my last tour­
nament,” said the Bolton Wan­

derers play-maker, who won the 
Nations Cup in 1994.

“I want to enjoy my last years in 
club football and I’d like to stay up 
there and keep competing.

“I don’t want to be suffering 
because of the international 
matches I would be playing.” 

Okocha, voted best piayer of the 
last Nations Cup in Tunisia, missed

Eagles captain Austin Jay-Jay Okocha, right, with coaches Samson Siasia and Daniel Amokachi at the Faro training camp 
in Portugal

Guinea on a roll after South Africa win
G uinea will be looking 

fo r an unexpected  
place in the African 

Nations Cup quarter-finals 
when they face Zambia in Group 

i C in Alexandria on Thursday 
Guinea, who reached the last

eight in Tunisia two year ago, 
were surprise 2-0  winners over 
South Africa in thei r opener on 
Sunday, while the Zambians 
took a 4-1 hiding from holders 
Tunisia.

Though it needed some

shrewd substitutions by 
Guinea’s French coach Patrice 
Neveu to break the deadlock, 
with Sambegou Bangoura and 
Ousmane Bangoura coming off 
the bench to score, they were 
on top for most o f  the game.

Ghana beg Eagles to beat Senegal
Days after losing 1-0 to 

Nigeria in the opening 
m atch o f  group D, 

j Ghana Football Association 
(GFA) boss Kwesi Nyantekyie 
has implored Nigeria to get a 
win in their next two games 

! against Zim babw e and 
Senegal.

„ According to Nyantekyie, 
the Black Stars will do their 
part against Senegal and 
Zimbabwe in their next group
games.  ̂t ■ V-> t ; r -,

has a good s^uad amyi-wm be

: T u i r r  -T T .1 .K "  —

o l J l . i  '  -j i ' j i

nice to'see both Nigeria and 
Ghana in the quarterfinal."

"They can do us a whole iot 
of good, if they keep up their 
performance and get maximum 
|X )in ts  in the coming games.

"As for the Black S tars, they 
lost to a great side and now 
understand what ;t means to 
be fighting for a place in the 
next round." says Nyantekyie, 
who holds the highest office 
in Ghana football.

it will be good tale to tell."
Only on Monday, a fiercely 

struck shot from Marseille left 
back Taye Taiwo five minutes 
from time settled a keenly 
con jested affair betw een 
Nigeria and Ghana at a packed 
F.I Masry Stadium in Pott Said.

With that loss, Ghana 
became the third o f Africa’s 
World Cup qualifiers to lose

Neveu will expect his side to 
try and dictate play again in 
their second match, where the 
main attacking threat should 
again be earned by St Etienne 
striker Pascal Feindouno.

Sambegou Bangoura will be 
hoping for a start alongside 
Feindouno, having also come 
close to scoring with a sharp 
header before finding the net in 
the closing stages on Sunday.

However, they can expect a 
tougher time going forward 
against the hard-tackling 
Zambians than from a young 
and inexperienced South Africa 
side.

Sunday’s score line against 
Tunisia was harsh on the 
Zambians, who were caught on 
the break by 7 unisia’s Brazil ian- 
bom  hat-trick scorer

have got stuck into this 
competition straight away,” was 
the verdict o f  Tunisia coach 
Roger Lemerre after a tough 
physical battle in Cairo.

If Lemerre’s men beat South 
Africa as expected in Thursday’s 
other game, a win for Guinea 
would book them straight into
the quarter-finals.

out on Nu ’rin's winning start t 
Group D ac tinst Ghana due ti1 
thigh injury picked up in a pn 
tournament training camp

T hough he believes Fn-da\ 
game with Zimbabwe will be ti > 
early for a return, Okocha ga\ .■ 
himself a “slight chance" . ' 
making their tma! group gam. 
against Senegal on Jan. 31.

The Super Eagles ma 
already have qualified for the 
quarter-finals by then.

“I don’t want to aggravate it 
again,” he said. “But it would V 
good maybe to have som. 
minutes to get match practice 
...especially if there's no 
pressure.”

Nigeria were under pres-sun- 
to win on Monday and onl- 
made the breakthrough when le" 
back Taye Taiwo slammed hor \  
an 85th-minute free kick in a 
laboured perfor-mance at Port 
Said.

“I think we did oka> con 
sidering we haven’t played 
together for a while and that t 
some of the players it was thei 
first Nations Cup game," Oka. h. 
said.

“The second half shou.e 
that things will get better, we ar 
getting to know each other nit 
and are playing better as a tan

He also defended a subdue 
performance by 21 -year-old I n t e- 
Milan striker Obafe-mi Marti: 
who has a near goal-a-gam, 
average with nine strikes or hi' 
country and made his N atn 
Cup debut here.

“I think he’s a big asset for > 
even though he didn’t have ! - 
best game against Gha-na 
Okocha said.

“We know he can d< 
better than that. The way \> 
rate him. we expect hm; r, 
carry the team and 1 thmk l> 
will be able to do it."

Okocha also 
confidence in a nunihei 
promising Nigerian playc ■ 
singling out T.iiu 
defensive midfielder Yus ,i 
Avila and fellow midfei.t 
John Obi Mikel, sougv 
C helsea and M anchester 
United.

“I think he might be eve- 
better than people t! 
Okocha said of teenagci 
Mikel. “His kind o f play 
very rare to find

j  natural talent.”

R E S U L T S

D R C ongo 0, A ngola 0 
C am eroun 2, Togo 0

their opening match at the
Nations Cup following Angola j. Francileudo Dos Santos in the 
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Today’s Fixtures

G uinea vs Zam bia 4.15 pm
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A U S T R A L IA N  O P E N

Sharapova will need full focus to see off Henin
Y iuri Sharapov, M aria 

Sharapova’s father and 
coach, placed his hands 

at the side o f his eyes like a 
horse's blinkers as he willed his 
18-year-old daughter to maintain 
her focus during yesterday’s 
quarter-final against her fellow 
Russian N adia Petrova. No

...in a potential classic
w om an concen tra tes as 
implacably as Sharapova but in 
cool and windy conditions that 
favoured the return of server, she 
struggled hard to maintain her

composure before winning 7-6,
6-4.

"It was a m iracle when 
someone held serve,” Sharapova 
said before moving her thoughts 
to tomorrow’s semi-final against

Justine Henin-Hardenne, who, in 
ano ther m atch o f  m ultip le  
service breaks and numerous 
unforced errors, beat the world 
Nol Lindsay Davenport 2-6,6- 
2,6-3.

For both winners it was 
very much a means to an end. 
The women’s event has not been 
brim m ing w ith com pelling 
encounters.

The demise of the Williams 
sisters in the first week was 
com pulsive w atching in a 
macabre sort o f way - Serena,

| Sw iss w orld nu m ber one, R oger F ederer was stre tch ed  by R u ss ia ’s N ikolay D avydenko in the quartre-fm als o f  the  A ustralian  Open yesterday.

Basketball: Sober reflection trails unlucky draw
H ow tough can it get? R v  i c m a i l a  l i m a n ,  I  preparations will see Nigeria the team next week.

Nigeria’s D’Tigers got Assistant Editor, with Agency through. “We know we are weak at ^ S e r b i a
ReportsH ow tough can it get? 

Nigeria’s D’Tigers got 
off on a wrong foot as 

]the International Basketball 
Federation conducted draw for 

j the Japan 2006 FIB A World 
C ham pionship penultim ate 
Sunday in Tokyo.

As is now apparent, Nigeria, 
making their second trip to the 
worlds next August in Japan, will 

I face two champions in a group 
I of six teams.

Apart from France, the third 
i best team from Europe, Nigeria 
jwill tackle current Olympic 
Ichampions A rgentina and 
current world champions (from 

I the 2002 FIB A World 
jC ham pionship) Serbia & 
| Montenegro, while Venezuela 
! and Lebanon offer scant hopes

of escape from the group (A).
With four teams to make it 

to the round of 16 from each of 
the four groups, Nigeria have 
only the realistic chance of 
pitching for the last spot from 
Group A as Argentina, Serbia and 
France seem to be the strongest 
teams here.

This means that Nigeria will 
have to do their best to get 
victories over Lebanon and 
Venezuela in the hope of making 
it to the second round.

All week, the N igerian 
basketball com m unity has 
reflected on the draw, with the 
consensus being that only early

preparations will see Nigeria 
through.

Here is a cross section of 
views on the draw.

Ahmed Adamu, NBBF 
technical director, says: “It’s a 
tough group, but on the whole it 
is good for Nigeria. Argentina and 
Serbia are very tough. Lebanon 
we should be able to handle, but 
we have hope in Venezuela.

“Though we have not played 
Venezuela before at the senior 
level, we have seen them several 
tim es at the ju n io r world 
championships. They don’t have 
big players so we can be hopeful 
against them.

“The NBBF realises the 
importance o f this event and we 
are going to release the 
programme of preparations for

the tedm next week.
We know we are weak at 

point guard but we are making 
moves to correct this. Churchill 
Odia will be recalled, and also 
Ibrahim Badmus and Benjamin, 
a former point guard of Yelwa 
Hawks.”

Sam Ahmedu, NBBF 
official, intones: “It’s bad, very 
bad. If we do not prepare well, 
we don’t stand any chance. Our 
attitude to preparation will 
determine how far the Tigers will 
go. But if  we can have good 
preparation, we can make 
something out of the group.” 

Adewumi Aderem i, 
assistant coach, the Tigress, 
declares: “I see this as a good 
draw. We should be able to 
handle France though Argentina

Kiefer survives five-hour battle
N icolas Kiefer battled for 

five hours before putting 
Sebastien Grosjean out 

of the running in Melbourne 
N icolas Kiefer made the 

semi-finals after a brutal 6-4, 0- 
6, 6-4, 6-7 (1-7), 8-6 marathon 
victory over Sebastien Grosjean.

Grosjean started favourite, 
having beaten his opponent three 
out of the five times they had 
met, but it was K iefer who 
managed io,oyer£ome-5Qme 
strong resistance from Grosjean 

st-HQjcf uimad in ajim

Russian fifth seed N ikolay 
Davydenko for a place in the 
year’s first grand slam final.

Kiefer started well, breaking 
Grosjean’s serve in the sixth 
game. But the Frenchman 
bounced back in the second set 
and Kiefer could do little as 
Grosjean levelled the match.

The momentum switched 
again in the third set when Kiefer 
took an early lead with a break
, of Gtosjean’s ppgningi^efyice
game and held out for the set.

Grosjean quickly bounced back 
to break Kiefer’s next two service 
games and take a 4-1 lead.

The match was looked to be 
heading towards a deciding fifth 
set until the German broke back 
in the seventh game. Grosjean 
responded with another break 
and looked to have the set 
wrapped up while serving for it, 
before Kiefer again broke him.

With the score locked on 6- 
6, it was the Frenchman whose 
performance lifted as he won it
7-1 to give1 him confidence for 
the fifth and final set.

consolidate the lead and Kiefer 
managed a crucial break straight 
back.

In a som etim es tense 
struggle, both players lost their 
composure late in the match.

Kiefer was upset by a line 
call, while Grosjean was livid that 
the German had carelessly 
thrown his racquet onto his side 
o f the court during the 12th 
game, but was credited with the 
point. j. j i, . 0 ( 0  i 

ii Injthe erjd it was Kiefer,who

and Serbia are tough. But to 
qualify, the coaches must not 
ju st bring anybody (players) 
from anywhere.

“All the players going to 
Japan must be tested very well. 
More than that, we should have 
two months of serious camping 
before the finals. Anything less 
and we will not be able to qualify 
for the second round.

“We have more than enough 
players around the world but 
everything is down to 
organisation.”

Scott Nnaji, head coach, the 
Tigress, admits: “We have a good 
draw, but we have to prepare 
very well to make an impact. We 
have a good team, but we will 
need support. This is because 
preparations cost money.” 

Segun Erinle, first VP, 
NBBF - “Argentina and Serbia 
are formidable. We stand a chance 
with France, Venezuela and 
Lebanon. “Our advantage with 
Lebanon is that our players who 
had been in Lebanon before will 
give us all the low down we’ll 
need on them.

“France will play a set 
pattern, but we can beat them 
with good defence. When you 
play good defence, you prevent 
your opponents from scoring, 
and then the offence will follow. 
With this, we stand a chance o f 
goingto the second round'. ! 

‘ftThis tiiroe/the NiBBF iisi 
XMit making an

2005 champion here and sever 
times a grand slam winner, wil 
drop out o f the top 30 next week 
- and the comeback of Martina 
Hingis has been warmly greeted 
But the big set pieces have beer 
lack ing , w ith neither ol 
yesterday’s quarter-finals living 
up to their billing.

But the Henin-Sharapova 
match-up promises much and 
may echo the intensity o f las 
y e a r ’s sem i-final betw een 
Sharapova and Serena Williams, 
when the Russian failed to 
convert three match points. That 
clash of personalities produced 
hitting of stupendous velocity 
H enin, the French Open 
champion, cannot quite mate; 
that power but she has an acuu 
tennisbram and a connoisseur' 
dream  o f  a single-handed 
backhand.

“I’ll have to step it up again.-. 
Justine, that’s for sure,” sak 
Sharapova. “I’m moving a lo 
better w'hile my biggest weapor 
is my toughness. I give it all ou 
there and have won a lot o 
matches that way. The other girl: 
know that, so even if I’m no 
playing my best tennis I can stil 
win.”

You have only to look into 
the face of her father to realise 
from  w here she gets this 
toughness. It was Yuri who took 
her to Nick Bollettieri’s Florida 
academy when she was nine, 
which meant she was estranged 
from her mother for two years.
But her father is not universally 
admired for his raw, sometimes 
overbearing ambition for his 
daughter, and Maria’s own lack 
o f obvious warmth grates with 
opponents and observers alike.

But champions do not have 
to be liked, although as yet, for 
all her singleminded pursuit of 
success, Sharapova has only one 
grand slam title, Wimbledon 
2004. The expectations had been 
set higher, and some wonder 
whether her progress will not be 
as startling as was forecast. In 
this respect the next few days ^.jv. 
maybe critical.

Sharapova and Henin have 
met only three times, all o f them 
last year, all in quarter-finals. On 
the hard courts in F lorida 
Sharapova had the edge although 
twice on clay, where technique 
is of the essence, the Belgian, 
winner o f four slam titles, was 
vastly superior, handing the 
Russian a particularly severe 
lesson at Roland Garros where 
Sharapova looked out o f her 
depth in the slower conditions.

Both began the year under 
an injury cloud. Sharapova had 
what she believed to be shoulder 
problems, which only recently 
were rediagnosed as a rib injury 
and Henin played little in th 
latter part o f last year becaih 
o f  a ham s ng strain . 1 
confidence .is restored wh 

pre-Austr. 
ment in Sydn 
s rediscov

she won 
Open tr : 
Sharapr 
form ov se past nir 

“It's inp to b t 
mission - tinst Mari'
Bui it is amazing tr
the semi-finpl ataU.oiiu, '  .’!!

j D e l i e V ^ j k c a p  ^ o  s a i d Y ’  1 '  ( J
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E G Y PT  2006 A FR IC A  CUP D F  NATIO NS

New pretenders falling flat
r T H h e  standard response JL Negras. rest are credible contend. O
1

response 
from  som e peop le  
when I tell them that 

jh a n a , A ngola and Togo 
lave no realistic chance o f 
winning the African Cup of 
Nations is shock, followed

swiftly by incredulity.
“How dare you dismiss 

my team’s chances just like 
that?” enquired one Angolan 
who flew in from Portugal to 
watch his beloved Palancas

Zambia’s band of brothers
T  T a v in g  played together 
I  I  fo r Z am bian  club

-®-Green Buffaloes and 
South Africa’s Jomo Cosmos, 
it’s no surprise that Charles 
ind Felix Katongo continue 
rhe Chipolopolo tradition of 
siblings playing together in 
he national side.

Fo llow ing  in the
footsteps o f Kalusha and Joe 
Bwalya, Kenneth and Moden 
Vlalitoli and the Lota 
jrothers, Chris and Denis, 
:he Katongos, who featured 
‘‘or Zambia’s u23 side, have 
:>ecome regulars in the senior 
earn over the past year.

“I t ’s good to have my 
brother playing alongside me 
jecause it makes me feel at 
“lome. I look after him and try 
:o direct him with regard to 
,vhat to do and what not to,” 
says elder brother Charles.

T w e n ty -o n e -y e a r-o ld  
"e lix , who is tw o years 
younger than Charles, agrees 
.hat it helps having an older 
brother in the national team.

“I know his style o f  play 
md our communication is 
good. I t ’s com forting  
mowing that he’s around to 
guide me,” he says.

I t ’s th a t te lep a th ic  
com m unication tha t the 
iCatongos, both  sho rt in 
stature, hope will supply their 
earn with a few goals.

“We’ve provided quite a 
few goals for each other in 
jther teams, so we hope to 
do the same in the Zambian 
>enior team.

“I think it could happen 
it the African Cup o f Natior s 
- you never know!” says 
Charles.

A lthough their father 
didn’t play competitively, 
le ’s always heen around to 
idvise his sons.

“He always encourages 
as to play to the best o f  out 
ability and to reac h our aims 
in the game,” says Charles.

Seeing the o th c ' being 
njured on the field n\ rmally 
concerns the brothers but 
lot to the extent that they 
.vould con fro n t ihe 
3erpetrator.

“Getting injured is part of 
football - after all it’s a cent± 
game. S om etim es I fci.^ 
Charles’ pain when 1 kirow 
he in ju ry  has been 

1 sliberately inflicted,” says 
•Jix.

“You can’t do anything 
^cause it’s football - you 
ave to remain cool. I can also 
eel som ething when my 
>roth ■ has been deliberately 
lun nrles adds.

Wiiue i 'cy usually share 
room  wJiVp thqy .are on

routine for their Nations Cup 
campaign.

“We w ere due to be 
to g e th e r but th is tim e I 
refused because I also need 
to get to know some of my 
other team mates better,” says 
Charles.

But with fans o f Zambia 
desperate to see their team do 
well at the tournament, many 
hope the Katongo pair will 
shine in Egypt.

He w as no doubt 
flustered by the suggestion 
that Angola are one o f several 
teams simply making up the 
numbers at Egypt 2006.

The offended fan’s gripe 
was that I was writing off the 
chances o f three o f the five 
African teams going to the 
World Cup finals for the first 
time later this year.

Yes, I concurred with him 
- Angola, Ghana, Togo and 
the  Ivory  C oast fin a lly  
cracked the code o f  World 
Cup qualification last year.

I know  it is a topic 
assured o f provoking fierce 
debate, but with the probable 
exception o f the Ivory Coast, 
I have not seen anything thus 
far to convince me that the

here in Egypt.
These three sides mu 

have come to Egypt hoping 
to make the most o f their new­
found status, but I venture to 
reiterate that they will find no 
pot o f  gold at the end o f this 
Nations Cup.

I f  Angola were under any 
illusions about their standing 
in Africa, they were crudely 
dispelled by a vastly superior 
Cameroon side inspired by a 
fired-up Samuel Eto’o.

T ogo’s H aw ks w ere 
brought down to earth by 
m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  
opponents in the DR Congo, 
w hile  G hana im pressed  
against Nigeria but showed 
no title-winning credentials.

The pre-tournament hype

ocused mostly on the World 
ip virgins, perhaps rightly 

S' but I believe the jibe that 
the\ simply rode their luck in 
qualify ing m ight actually

Keshi, Togo’s coach

prove prophetic.
In my view, the truth is 

that all the talk of a changing 
o f  the guard  in A tru a n  
football being confim ed in 
Egypt is completely ofNide.

“I’ve always said tha: we 
would come to this African 
Cup and not necessarily do 
well, but we can still go to the 
World Cup and surprise the 
w o rld ,” A ngolan triker 
FabriceAkwatold BBC Sport 
( That may be true, but one 

dbes no t need to  be an 
aficionado o f African football 
to know that the old c uard is 
determ ined to upstage the 
upstarts and re-establi-t1 their 
authority.

Like a heavyweight boxei 
reg a in in g  streng th  a fte r 
successive knockdou ns. the 
likes of Cameroon and \  lgena 
appear to  have been 
galvanised by predu : ons of 
their demise.

Managing
ECONOMIC REFOR

“Understanding NEEDS/SEEDS

The National Econ om ic Em pow erm ent a n d  Developn  
Governm ent response to the developm ent cha llenges of Ni 
the resources (hum an a n d  material) of the country to a ch ie v e  eco n o m ic breakthrough a* 
tooth the micro an d  m acro  levels.

Strategy (NEEDS) is the 
ria. The goal is to mobilize

W hat are  the micro an d  m acro  eco n o m ic cha llenges facing  the Federation, your State o r  
Local G overnm ent?

NEEDS/SEEDS, a s  a  strategic instrument can n o t b e  d ivorced  from m acro eco n o m ic issues, r 
NEEDS/SEEDS would b e  properly im plem ented therefore, the m acro eco n o m ic position o* 
Nigeria should b e  property understood, “M anaging Econom ic Reforms: Understanding  
NEEDS/SEEDS" Is a  program m e designed by Kaduna Business School (KBS) to sensitize 
peop le , in eco n o m ic  strategic positions (private a n d  p u i;!ic), to the country's 
m acro eco n o m ic co ncerns as related to the NEEDS/SEEDS progran * ■'ie.

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

•  To e n a b le  participants understand how to read  G lobal Econom ic Dynam ics.
•  To help participants ap p rec ia te  the potential econ om ic, so c ia l c  nd environm ental 

gains in the NEEDS/SEEDS program m e.
•To  discuss p ractica l a p p ro a ch e s to the im plem entation ot the NEEDS/SEEDS 

program m e,
•To help participants ap p rec ia te  the m acro eco n o m ic chaJienyes far ing the 

country.
• To discuss how to d eve lo p  the national micro eco n o m ic b a se  to m eet the n *acro 

an d  global eco n o m ic needs of the country,

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Chief Executives, Econom ic Advisers, Directors, C orporate Planning Executives, C 3 0 s . Top 
M anagem ent Staff, H eads of G overnm ent Parastatats, Commissioners, LG  C h a irm m , etc.

D ate:
V en u e:

C o u r s e  F ee:

6th -9th February, 2006
Kaduna Business School, 13B Ohikere Street Off tnuwa W a c a  R o aa  
U/Rimi, Kaduna.
N40,000.00. This covers tuition, course materials, te a  an d  lunch during 
the program m e hours.

Kofi
M o h am m ed  
K e c in y -^ . „

For fu r th e r  Information p le a s e  call:

0802 853 7111 1 . Thom as - 0802 819 3157
Tel/Fax - 062246535 , i0802 501 1200

0802 363 8631 I
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On form Eto'o leads the net-shakers
T I he signs are looking 

good for an exciting 
African Cup of Nations 

in Egpyt.
African footballers who play 

in the major European leagues 
have set the Nations Cup alight, 
recording more than a dozen of 
the twenty three goals scored 
so far.

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor

Samuel Eto'o, who scored a hat- 
trick in the opening game 
against Angola, was unsong 
once again yestrday night as 
he spearheaded the 
Indomitable Lions to a 2-0

Cairo.
The B arcelona striker 

notched another goal - a belter 
from outside the 18-yard box 
to beat the Togolese keeper 
Agassa - to take his goal tally 
to four in the tournament.

Interestingly, Eto'o's strike in 
the 78th minute marked the first 
goal scored in the Nations Cup

‘Watch out for a better Eagles
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Super E ag les team  
co o rd in a to r B ello  
S u m o n u - O s a g i e  

believes Nigeria will put up 
a b e tte r  p e rfo rm a n c e  in 
th e ir  n e s t  m atch  ag a in st 
Zimbabwe on Friday.

He told N igeriansports- 
online.com : “We must first 
thank God for the victory 
on Monday.

“ W e d id n ’t p la y  to o  
I w ell, but we m ust cred it to 
th e  b o y s  fo r  b e a t in g  

| Ghana.
“Winning such a difficult 

m atch w ith ou t having  
S p la y ed  a Grade A friendly 

I match during preparation is 
j most commendable.

“The b oys w ere  
determ ined  and that 

I show ed on the pitch. In 
[ spite o f  our lack o f  rhythm, 
I even the Ghanaians agreed

victory over hapless Togo in 
Cameroon's Barcelona striker their second group game in after 257 minutes of goalless

action in the championship.
Eto'o has already scored 15 

league goals with Spanish 
cham pions B arca and he 
finished third in the 2005 FIFA 
Player o f the Year Awards.

Tunisian Francileudo dos 
Santos, who like Eto'o also 
recorded a hat-trick in his 
team's first group game, would 
be looking  forw ard to 
increasing his goal haul when 
Tunisia face South Africa.

At Toulouse in France, 
Brazilian-born Santos has three 
goals to his name so far this 
season.

we deserved to win.
“Now w e’re fully focused 

on the next game. I believe 
the world will start to see 
the good rhythm they know 
the Super Eagles for from 
th e  m atch  a g a in s t 
Zimbabwe.

“The first match is always 
d if f ic u l t  and  p la y in g  
against Ghana made things 
even more difficult because 
o f  the rivalry between the 
tw o team s. We shou ldn ’t 
also forget that m ost o f  the 
boys w ho p layed  against 
Ghana were playing in the 
N ations Cup for the first 
time.

“But having crossed the 
Ghana hurdle, w e’re fully 
focused on Zimbabwe. And 
the good thing is nobody 
is  underrating anybody

here.
“As we saw on Monday, 

the Zim babwe that played 
S e n e g a l a lm o s t to  a 
standstill was different and 
far better than ,the one we 
beat 5-1 in Abuja last year.

“But I ’m confident our 
boys w ill play with rhythm  
and verve when we m eet 
Zimbabwe on Friday.”

Many other goals haye come 
from players in the English 
Premiership, with Chelsea star 
D idier Drogba on the 
scoresheet twice for the Ivory 
Coast and Ahmed "Mido" 
Hossam scoring the first goal 
o f the competition for Egypt.

DR Congo striker Lomana 
LuaLua of Portsmouth, who 
failed to find the target in his 
country's goalless draw against 
Angola yesterday, sealed victory 
for the Simba Lions in their 
opening game - a 2-0  win over 
World Cup-bound Togo.

Henri Camara of Wigan put 
Senegal ahead after beating the 
Zimbabwean keeper in his side's 
2-0 victory in Group D, while 
Stoke City striker Sembegou 
Bangoura broke the deadlock 
for Guinea as they beat South 
Africa 2-0.

And Super Eagles full back 
Ism aila Taye Taiwo, who 
scored the only goal in the win 
over Ghana, has already been

on target once for French 
Marseille this season.

With over 90% of the pla 
at the Nations Cup playing t 
football out of Africa it i- 
major surprise that most ! 
goals have been scored 
foreign-based stars.

But the increase in 
num ber o f  goals sen 
suggests that the qualit- 
excitem ent o f  the  p 
witnessed so far has incrv. 
from previous tournament

A fter the first rounc 
games in Egypt, 20 go a I * 
been scored, two more thar 
finals in Tunisia in 2004

And with the likes ot 1 
and Drogba around, as v> e 
the ever-dangerous Oh t 
Martins of Nigena, wh. i; 
to open his account j 
2006 seems to have a 
chance of registering a a i  
number o f goals in N it 
Cup history.

Super Eagles captain, 
Austin Okocha is now 
a referee in far away 
Egypt and not the midfield 

meastro he is better known 
for.

The B olton wanderers 
o f  England star who was 
not even dressed for the 
game against Ghana due to 
a nagging  groin injury, 
was the man at the centre 
o f a half field 2-aside game 
at the Super E a g le s  
practice session Tuesday 
evening.

The T unisia  1994 gold 
m edalist is once again  a 
s e r io u s  d o u b t fo r  th e  
s e c o n d  g am e  a g a in s t  
Z im babw e F riday  as his 
in a b il i ty  to  tra in  co u ld  
alos rub o ff  on his fitness 
d u e  to  la c k  o f  m a tc h  
practice.

Jay Jay’s s itu ation  is 
further com pounded by 
the man o f  the m atch  
p erform ance o f  W ilson  
Oruma who anchored the 
m idfield for the Nigerian  
side in the 1 -0 victory over 
G hana in the te a m ’s 
opening m atch.

W ilso n  O ru m a w h ile  
answ ering questions from 
the press, said that he is 
re a d y  fo r N ig e r i’s n ex t 
gam e as his perform ance 
against G hana m ust have 
proved to many that he is 
not under p ressu re  from  
O k o c h a  an d  th a t  h is  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  at th e  
c h a m p io n sh ip  w as as a 
r e s u l t  o f  fa m ily  
perssuation .

Utaka: I’m ready for Zimbabwe
A:fter missing out o f the 

Super Eagles ope- 
ling game o f  the 

competition because o f  
suspension, attacking wizard, 
John Utaka has told Nigerian- 
spottsonline.com that he is ready 
to face Zimbabwe on Friday.

Below is the full text o f  
Utaka’s interview with 
Nigcriansportsonline.com,

Q: What was going on in 
your mind as your team-mates 
were slugging it out with 
Ghana on Monday?

A: It was unbearable. There 
was tension. But I want to 
thank God that we won. The 
boys did well.

We had more scoring

chances and at a time it was 
like we camped in Ghana’s half. 
We deserved to win and I’m 
happy. It was a good result 
that will help our morale in the 
next game.

Q: Was there a point in the 
game when you thought the 
match might aid  in a draw?

A: Yeah, o f  couree. I felt we 
could win it &e way we were 
going, but when it got to 84 
minutesand We hadn’t scored 
I began having doubts. But 
you know this is football 
where anything can happen.

Q: Now that you’re going 
to be available for the next 
game, what should Nige-rians 
expect from John Utaka?

1
i
*

1
Eagles bar press
T he m ed ia  w ill be 

p r e v b e n te d  fro m  
a t t e n d in g  th e  

S u p e r  E a g le s  t r a in in g  
W ednesday.

This, it w as gathered , is 
to keep sec re t the te a m ’s 
tac tica l plans for F rid ay ’s 
m atch against Z im babw e.

E a g le s  te a m  c o o r d i ­
n a to r  B e llo  S u n m o n u -  
O sagie explained: "This is 
n e c e s s a ry  b e c a u S c U iq

big clash .
"H ow ever, there  w ill be 

room  fo r jo u rn a l is ts  to  
w a tc h  o u r  t r a in in g  
to m o r ro w  (T h u r s d a y )  
w hich  is the eve o f  the 
m atch.

“T his, w c b elieve , w ill 
a llow  them  to send la test 
r e p o r ts  on th e  team  to 
th e ir respec tive  m edia.

: " A i r y 'i n c o n v e n i e n c e ?
t h i s  rnary ~cduse is re g - '

A: It’s nice to be back. But 
it’s not only me that Nigerians 
should expect something 
from. It’s a team game and 
Nigerians should expect 
victory from us all. Hopefully, 
that will be enough to take us 
to the next round. We’ll see 
what happens on Friday.

Q: Did you watch Senegal’s . 
match against Zimbabwe?

A: Yes, 1 did and 1 think both 
teams are good. O f course, 
there are no small teams in 
football again, not in this type 
o f  competition.

We have to play every team 
with equal serious-ness.

Q: Nigerians want to hear 
from you. How ready is John 
Utaka for Zimbabwe?

A : O f course, I ’m very 
ready for the challenge. I’m 
always ready to give my best 
to  help  the team  achieve 
success.

Q: How do you rate the 
teams you have seen so far in 
this tournament?

A: I pick Senegal, Tunisia, 
Cameroun and us as the teams 
that can go very far in the 
tournament.

Q: Senegal are topping the

group on goals difference.
That leaves a possibt irv of 

a quarter final clash mith 
Tunisia, who halted N i acna s 
run two years ago. Are you 
desperate to avoid thi> dash 
or you don’t care who you 
meet in the quarter-finals'’

A: Well, it’s too eartv to be 
talking about the quarto 
when we’ve not even 
for that stage. But like I t  
you before, our aim is i d  i  
alt our matches. Wc wmt 
top our group, not became 
want to avoid Tunisia 
anybody. I mean, if you 
to win this cup, you must be 
ready to meet and beat 
everybody vying for it. For 
me, the most importa- thing 
is to first qualify for the next 
round. Then whoever comes 
around, we’re ready to face 
them. It will even be just fiae 
by me if it is Tunisia w 
in the quarter-finals 
that w ill a fford  us the 
opportunity of avenging our 
loss to them in the semi-finals 
two years ago.

Q: Thanks for you' :ime. 
John.

A: Thank you

Oliha tips Eagles for S/FinaL
F

team  w o u ld  en g a g e  jji * retted but necessary,".he. 
tactical driHs-ahead o f  the- conoiudexl. • • « • * » * - » -

Eaglet midfielder, Osaze Odemwingie» left, challenged by 
Zimbabwe’s Peter ftdlovu during the World Cup qualifier 
in Abuja. Both teams will meet again tomorrow

orm er Super Eagles 
m id f ie ld  p e a r l, 
Thompson Oliha, has 

said that the national team 
are good enough to make 
the semi final grade in the 
25th edition o f  the Africa 
C up o f  N a tio n s , tag g ed  
Egypt 2006.

Oliha was part o f  coach 
C lem en se  W e s te rh o f ’s 
S uper E ag les squad that 
conquered the continent in 
Tunisia in 1994, going ahead 
to reach the second round 
at the World Cup in the USA 
on Eagles debut.

The former Iwuanyanwu 
' N a tio n a le  d a z z le r  |o ld  

iiigeriansportson line .com  
T u esd ay  th a t the  S $ p e r ‘ 

dEagles w ere  ^ e ry  
im p re ss iv e , «cohesive ,

determined and committed in 
their 1 -0  defeat o f  Ghana 
Black Stars in Port Said in 
the opening Group D t •\t  ure 

“These are rare qualities 
th a t s tan d  th is  te am  out 
am ong the p a c k . O liha  
opined.

“It is always difficult to 
b ea t a s id e  w ith  such  
qualities. I am not p ra t in g  
them as such, rather this is 
my observation  from  the 
way they  p layed  ag a in s t 
Ghana yesterday (M > i  J a \  t 

“I may be right or u m 
bu t I te ll  y o u , it they 
continue this way.. . if  the> 
bring their heads d< ■ >• n and 
Aof alloiv 'the win get into 
th’eir-he&ds, c e r ta i r \  the\

‘ M il reitch the semi Inals." 
Oliha predicted
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Tenure Extension: The predictable end
Scholars and intellectuals have posited differently on 

the question o f  self-perpetuation or rather self-pres- 
ervation by political leaders, especially in Africa. 
'J£3ome have argued that the organic composition as well as 

the physical build-up o f an African suggests cannibalistic 
tendencies, hcnce the desire to oppress and dominate.

I Social Darwinism is what this group postulates that the 
| leader should take all if  he has the power or keep all if  he 
1 can.

The second group maintained that in Africa, the capture 
| o f state power and its employment in the selfish amassing 

^ o f  resources are considered the ultimate goals; the winner 
simply privatises the political system and considers the 
perpetuation of themselves in power as their birthright.

The last group dwelt on the machinations o f the so-called 
“reformists” who claimed to have initiated socio-economic 

.^and political reforms which could not be executed in the 
lifespan or tenure o f office as stipulated in the constitu­
tion. So they have to cling to power till death.

In all the three cases, the mechanism used for this per­
petuation are the same but may vary only in tactics and 
circumstances of the time; suppression o f criticism, incar­
ceration of well-intended critics, prosecution, conviction, 
detention and torture, political assassination, press cen- 

J ^ i p r s h i p  and constitutional amendments.
Post-colonial Africa has had dictators who have employed 

the above mechanisms and more to perpetuate themselves 
; in power. The early-day despots like Haile Selasie o f Ethio­
pia was toppled in a military c o u p  d ’etat', Idi Amin ruled 
Uganda with high-handedness, violation o f human rights 
and all sorts o f torture was the order o f the day over the 
most purposeful criticisms. At the end, he was overthrown 
in a military expedition lead by Tanzanian Armed Forces. 
Arap Moi of Kenya also had to give up due to mounting 
opposition aided by high-level political consciousness o f 

r*the Kenyans. The opposition in Kenya was serious and 
challenging. In Liberia, Samuel Doe seized power and the 
political elite were assassinated. He came on board and 
organised a mock election and was declared winner. In a 
counter-coup, Doe was toppled and the same means that he 
employed to deal with ousted politicians were meted on him. 
He was brutally assassinated by fellow military colleagues.

Em peror Bukassa of Central African Republic was richer 
than his own country. He was a life president, but had to 
give up when death came calling. Mobutu Sese Seko of 
Z aire was a despot who had amassed all the resources his 
country was blessed with as his private fortune. When his 
tim e was up, a rebel group under Laurent Kabila overran 
the country so he had to fled in a private je t to Morocco 
where he lived and died.

In very recent times, Gnasingbe Eyadema was the life 
president o f Togo. He gave up the ghost at a point. The 
m ilitary seized the opportunity to partially take overpower. 
The constitution which provided for his deputy to take 
o \ er was suspended. Eyadema’s blood son was nominated 
b> the military to succeed his father, but for the interven- 

o f  other ECOWAS states. The election was stage-man- 
and Ferry Eyadema was returned as president. The 
scenario was earlier repeated in the Democratic Re- 
o f Congo (former Zaire). Laurent Kabila was assas- 

d and replaced with his blood son, Joseph Kabila. 
DRC is witnessing a civil war up till today. Cote d ’Ivoire 

plunged into a civil war by the Robert Guay political 
ions for banning credible candidates like Alhassan 

as part o f his scheming to perpetuate him self in 
. In Egypt, Uganda and Zimbabwe, series o f  consti- 
1 amendments have been in effect to pave way for 
umbents to remain in power. Recently in Uganda, 

ruling party had declared an extension o f  M useveni’s 
ility; the act that guaranteed constitutional amend- 
The opposition in Uganda is weakened through all 
I means and the general populace is declared impo- 
gradual tactics of impoverishment. Blaise Campaore 

na Faso has been in power for about twenty years; 
able to get hold of power through all dubious means, 

is certain is that the doomsday will surely creep in 
the consequences may be catastrophic. Kenyans have

By Y akubu Sani Stores

decided in a referendum engineered by the incumbent Presi­
dent Moi Kibaki on the extension o f his tenure. The highly 
politically volatile Kenyans have rejected the game plan as 
totally unwarranted. In Gabon, Omar Bongo remains in 
power since 1967 by employing all legal and illegal means. 
Recently, he won another round of elections that guaran­
teed another term in office; however, Gabon is not as com­
plex as Nigeria.

A chronological analysis o f self-succession attempts is 
pertinent here. In Nigeria, there have been attempts at self­
succession since the Gowon days. After nine years in 
power, Gen. Gowon had no plan to tread the path o f 
democratisation; that act generated a palace coup. Most 
o f the officers that executed the coup were top members of

President Olusegun Obasanjo
the regime, but had to remove the head for its ill-conceived 
ideas. Today, the reverse is the case. We have sycophants, 
bootlickers and soothsayers as cabinet members and ad­
visers. Gen Murtala Muhammed became the new head. Six 
months later, he was assassinated in cold blood on his 
way to the office. Olusegun Obasanjo had to assume lead­
ership being the number two man. The Murtala/Obasanjo 
regime from inception drew a timetable on transition to 
civil rule. The latter executed the plan o f  action; hence, in 
the 1979 general elections, Alhaji Shehu Shagari became 
the new civilian president.

General Babangida on assumption o f power declared his 
as a transitional regime. He maintained that as soon as the 
scenario became clear, he would hand over to democrati­
cally-elected officials. Gen Babangida kept shifting the goal 
post. At some instance, the stage became clear and the 
rules were clearly stated, but in the middle o f the game, 
entirely new set o f rules would be announced. IBB suc­
ceeded in dribbling the politicians and the entire nation. 
The transition programme gulped N40 billion and then fi­
nally crash-landed. At the end of the game, Babangida (a.k.a 
Maradona) could no longer dribble Nigerians; he ended 
up dribbling him self by stepping aside.

Gen. Abacha took full advantage o f the comatose Chief 
Shonekan-led Transitional Government. Abacha also ma­
nipulated the political process to accommodate his self­
succession or rather self-perpetuation bid. All the five po­
litical parties adopted Gen. Abacha as their presidential
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flag-bearer. Repressive means were employed to deal w :h 
any dissenting voice; regime violence was the order ofthe 
day, and politically-motivated assassinations were on rar 
page. Propaganda machineries were set in motion. Abaci . 
was purported to be the only person that could rule Nigc 
ria. What is interesting is that the sahae people that charr 
pioned ‘the cause o f Abacha’s tazarce are the ones now 
clam ouring for Obasanjo to continue in office - Ton\ 
Anenih, Jerry Gana, Ibrahim Mantu and Ojo Madueke. His­
tory is replete with a certain correlation between the inten 
sity o f  domination and level o f cruelty.

God the Almighty has a way o f catering for creatures b\ 
eliminating any inhibition to general good. Any obstacle 
that defies human forces will ultimately meet the superior 
force o f the Almighty: The sudden death o f Gen. Sani 
Abacha can be likened to that.

From grass to grace, so did Obasanjo emerge from prison 
awaiting death to ascend to the most prestigious office in 
the land. President Obasanjo has exhibited all the traits of 
perpetuating him self in office, soon after the 2003 general 
elections. All the methods outlined earlier to self-perpetu­
ation have been grossly manifested. Obasanjo is so dog­
matic about his reform programme that he contemplates 
leaving office as and when due. He has employed divide 
and rule tactic thereby putting more pressure on an a l­
ready overheated state -  the North against South; Middle 
Belt against the core North; South-South against the South 
East. The Presidency is solidly behind the coalition o f  thi 
entire Southern leaders o f thought meeting in Enugu; the 
motive o f which was to counter the position o f the North 
regarding power shift. Power must remain in the South. 
The calculation is to bring the nation under tension and 
crises so that the tenure o f the incumbent regime can be 
extended. Another strategy is to take control o f  the PDP 
machinery, which can be manipulated at the appropriate 
time; the Presidency is intolerant o f dissenting voices and 
pieces o f  advice. W hoever dares to offer advice against 
tenure extension would be met with the wrath o f  the 
president’s publicity Man Friday (Fani-Kayode), includ­
ing prominent elder statesman like Gen. Gowo, a former 
head o f state. Official deceit is the norm in this regime; 
breach o f  agreements; contempt for the constitution; se­
lective justice; double standard; incarceration o f well-in­
tended criticism; political assassination; and finally, con­
stitutional am endments; insatiable lust for power and 
greed, as well as the fear o f  the EFCC have mortgaged the 
conscience o f  state governors. Thirty o f  the governors 
have also consented to tenure extension. Since they con­
trol their state’s Assemblies, they can always get their way. 
The federal legislature, both the Upper and especially the 
Lower Houses are the last hopes o f  the common man. So 
far, the National Assembly has exhibited decorum and 
statesmanship by ganging up against third term agenda.

Other stakeholders in the political process have also 
manifested some measure o f resentment against the tenure 
extension agenda o f the present regime. The CNPP hag 
issued a public statement, so have the MDD and MRD. 
Victor L ar’s Northern Members Forum had made a public 
pronouncement against third term, so did Northern Sena­
tors forum. Gen. Muhammadu Buhari has been consistent 
in throwing his weight behind the generality o f Nigerians 
who are against tenure extension. Actions and activities of 
other progressive forces in the South will never go in vain. 
Gani Fawehinmi and co. have exhibited their commitment 
to defending the constitution and democracy o f Nigeria. 
So are editorial comments in our national dailies and other 
columnists too numerous to mention.

The international community is also not favourably dis­
posed to the third term plan as evident in the statements 
issued by officials o f  US Department on African affairs. 
President John Kuffour o f Ghana had equally advised 
against constitutional amendment to warrant third term.

The incumbent regime no doubt has the custody o f  na­
tional resources; they control the means o f  violence and 
they have the media. They can use all to suppress patriotic 
democratic forces and impose Obasanjo on Nigerians after 
May 29,2007, but history will surely repeat itself. Obasanjo 
may at the end succeed in plunging the country into an­
other civil war, anarchy and disorder, military coup d ’etat. 
Or what happened to Abacha may await him.

Yakubu Sani Stores wrote in from  No. IA, Nagogo Road, 
GRA, Katsina, Katsina State.


