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FROM THE EDITORn

, Umunna; Aluko 
(Business). OJI 

fo Odunlami, Jc

■ ■ efore the ban on old breed politicians was lifted
I j JyMalam Adamu Ciroma gave the picture of a
II ^^wounded lion, kept away from its prey by a 

«U=^strong iron cage. But he bore the pains stoically, 
though from time to time he would give vent to scathing 
criticisms of the policy. And when the ban was finally lifted 
in December last year, almost everyone on the political 
landscape held his breath. Will he or won't he? That was 
the question everybody's lips as people waited and kept 
guessing what Nigeria's man of the moment would do.

And for almost two months after the ban was lifted, the 
former Central Bank governor, former minister and the 
first editor of Nigeria's most influential newspaper kept 
mute. And for as long, his silence counted for more than the 
declarations by the other aspirants.

It is not for nothing. Malam Adamu has been an achiever, 
with a long and varied experience. He is viewed as the big 
boss of the Kaduna mafia by many who also believe the 
mafia can make and unmake governments. Of course those 
reputed to be in it deny its existence, while those without 
swear it does.

But Ciroma's name is not the result of an intangible 
technicality as such. It has more to do with his reputation 
as Jn honest public servant who preferred to remain poor 
in the face of the temptations of ministerial appointments 
and residence in the corridors of power. This, more than 
anything, is the most intriguing aspect of the man — and 
the most promising. Can he make a change in a country 
slowly being eaten up by corruption? And will he be given 
the chance?

His story and the background to the1 man make the 
cover choice this week. After reading it you will know why 
he is the man to beat. It was written by Mohammed Bomoi 
with help from Bilkisu Yusuf, Kabiru Yusuf, Bolaji Ade- 
biyi, Yinka Telia with Aluko Akinyele.
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Mukhtar Ibrahim
Ibadan

poor background with full knowl-» 
edge that most Nigerians are pdor. 
The president must be somebody 
who can provide education, basic 
health, water and electricity for the 
poor.

Amina Ahmad 
Moremi Hall, OAU, 

Ilc-Ife

We pray for this kind of presi­
dent from any part of the country.

M. B. Garba
Port-Harcourt

in economics et al, with experience 
in the Nigerian governance espe­
cially at the centre and not as en­
forcer but implementor this time 
around.
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typed double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.ll Ungwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna. 
Citizen, May 11,1992

LETTERS —.............."
The president we want 
Sir,

Everybody seems to speak with 
one voice in the search of a president 
who is detribalised and who has the 
guts to makehisown decisions based 
on the opinions of the general popu­
lace, a committed leader who places 
the interests of Nigeria before him­
self or the people who elected him 
into office.

I am of the opinion that the 
newbreed politicians should be 
given a chance. Retired generals and 
ex-servicemen should give way to 
the newbreed with fresh (probably 
better) ideas on how to revive our 
flagging economy and lift our be­
loved country back to its former 
glory-

Gowon's second coming 
Sir,

I hope the pious general as you 
rightly said, would not yield to the 
need of the same Nigerians who 
cooperated in the humiliation of him 
out of the office. They are just de­
ceiving him to come and shoulder 
the multifaced battered economy, 
religious wars and ethnic rivalries

As a Christian, the former head 
of state has a duty to guard his relig­
ion and remain an adviser where he 
fits honourably. The north in my 
opinion has had enough of the cov­
eted hot seat and should allow it 
rotate, it is I believe, the chance of 
the south to produce the next presi­
dent.

I further hold the opinion that 
whoever aspires to succeed the in­
cumbent [

?ires to succeed the in- :
president, General I M <• .. „ r

Babangida, must hold a first degree, ' z^y

Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be

Sir,
JJ^kind of president Nigeri­

ans want is a tough, God-fearing 
and patriotic citizen. He or she must 
be somebody who believes in what 
he or she does and must stand by his 
convictions.

Preferably, somebody from a

Daring John Abdu 
Bauchi

______________________________<0
Re - “Coast of leaving’ 

Sir,
Congratulation on your feat as 

the winner of the Media Review 
award for political reporting. You 
deserve it.

But what the award committee 
did not reflect upon, was 'frank 
journalism' and had it done so. 
Citizen would have bagged another 
medal.

For instance, Mohammed 
Haruna mentioned severally, his 
relation with Mr. President and all 
what the relationship earned him. 
But he was not deterred by such 
things from giving sound advice to 
Mr. President to honour his promise 
and hand over the mantle of leader­
ship to a democratically elected gov­
ernment come 1992. Citizen has also 

! written a lot on the controversial 
i hidden agenda, and on each occa­

sion gave honest and frank advice.
On the article which makes the 

heading of this write up, every Ni­
gerian should violate the corporate 
facade of Citizen magazine and con­
fer on Adamu Adamu a medal. 
Frankly speaking, since the time Mr. 
President was reported to have 
advised Nigerians to resist any price 
increase by businessmen on their 
goods, and the statement of his eco­
nomic advisers that Nigerians 
should shun such goods, I was 
driven mad. 1 was wondering where 
we are heading to, if no paper or any 
magazine could retort back, until I 
read the article. Surely a home-truth 
was completely driven into the ears 
of Mr. President if they are sensitive 

, to it and are open.

Sir,
It is my candid opinion that 

there are very few among the candi­
dates who fits the description, most 
of them are just out for what they 
can get out of it.

But one man comes readily to 
mind with the qualities required for 
an ideal president. He is Datti 
Ahmed, the Kano based medical 
practitioner. He has the qualities to 
lead this country out of the misery it 
has been plunged into and raise it 
back to its former glory and to even 
greater heights.

Unfortunately, there are still 
many Nigerians who place empha­
sis on monetary strength instead of a 
person’s integrity. Therefore those 
who deserve the post find it difficult 
to get there.

Cfflze
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VIEWPOINT

n A disaster wfflhou'S' tet (II)

Citizen, May 11,19g
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ment." N wachukwu's allusion is pretty ob­
vious. Those opposed to the renewal—and 
this magazine is absolutely opposed to it so 
long as Israel remains the racist, Zionist 
state that it is — are being sentimental and 
refusing to face the realities of the moment.

With due respect, it is Nwachukwu and 
those who support the renewal of ties that 
are being sentimental.

The trouble with Nwachukwu's reality, 
however, is that it does not see beyond Ni­
geria's nose, so to speak. It can indeed, be 
said that it does no t even see the nose. True, 
Israelis ha ve been doing business in Nigeria 
all these years and their partners include 
some of the most powerful traditional rul­
ers in the largely muslim north. And as01- 
ubunmi Okogie, the Archbishop of Lagos 
and perhaps Israeli's best friend in Nigeria 
said, the other day, Israeli ties with ourin- 
telligence is an open secret.

Still, it is wrong-headed, to put it mildly, 
tosay that these realities dictate the renewal 
of ties. If the argument is that simple, the 
United States would have since renewed its 
ties with Angola, where American compa­
nies have been doing brisk business in the 
oil sector. It should have been the same for 
usalso. As wesaid inAugustlastyearwhen 
Nwachukwu sneaked to Israel and an­
nounced that the ties would soon be re­
newed, Israel is a Zionist, aggressive, and 
stubborn state. We have no business deal­
ing with a state which simply refuses to rec­
ognise the right of other peoples.

Of course, man does not live by morality 
alone. But then even the economic argu­
ment for renewing the ties is basically 
flawed. Israel, to put it bluntly, is a totally 
bankrupt nation which exists only by the 
grace of the United States which in tum 
seems at the mercy of the Jewish lobby. In 
the end, therefore, Israel is notin much of a 
position to help itself economically, much 
less help any one else. Tire renewal of the 
ties, to repeat what we said on August 12, 
last year, "is a disaster without let".

ast week Monday, the chequered his­
tory' of Nigeria/Israeli relations came 
full circle. It all started in 1963 when 

Nigeria established ties with Israel under 
Abubakar TafawaBalewa, whose party leader, 
Sir Ahmad u Bello, the premier of Northern 
Nigeria was implacably opposed to the state 
of Israel. "To my mind" Sir Ahmadu once said 
"it (Israel) does not exist." As a result, the 
most populous section of the country refused 
to have anything to do with Israel.

What took off on a dubious start in 1963 
finally broke down in 1973, when Nigeria 
under General Yakubu Gowon, broke off the 
ties in the wakeof the 1973 Middle East war in 
which Israel occupied Arab land, including 
Egypt's, which is a member of the Organisa­
tion of African Unity. Then Camp David 
happened in 1978, in which the United States 
brokered a bilateral peace between Egypt and 
Israel. As a result, Israel returned part of the 
Egyptian land it captured in the 1973 war. 
Most Arabs and indeed most Egyptians saw 
this accord as a betrayal of the Arab cause.

For some people in Africa, however, the 
accord provided an opportunity to end the 
isola tion of Israel. Their reasoning was simple. 
The tics were broken by Africa because Egyp­
tian, and by extension, African land had been 
occupied. Since the land had been returned 
there was no reason to continue the boycott.

The trouble with this arguement was that 
it defined Africa's and Nigeria's interest too 
narrowly. It was, in any case, an increasingly 
immoral argument to make as Israel became 
increasingly arrogant, brutal and racist to­
wards Palestinians whose land it occupied. 
And the Palestinians, i t must be remembered, 
have always demonstrated solidarity with 
the African cause especially in ending apart­
heid.

11 is against this background that we should 
consider Monday's renewal of ties with Is­
rael. Speaking for Nigeria, Major-General Ike 
Nwachukwu, the minister of foreign affairs 
said, "We must not, as a people, deal with 
sentiments but face the realities of the mo-
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Beyond May Day
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nethingmadethisyear'sceremo- 
■ ■ niesdifferent from those that pre- 

ceded italmosthalf a decade ago. 
If not, it would have been the same old rit­
ual of demonstrations and parades.

For the first time in five years, govern­
ment decided to get involved again in the 
May Day festivities.The government re­
turned, determined to dazzle the worker 
with big carrots.

At the ceremony in Abuja, President 
Ibrahim Babangida did not ask workers 
and their leaders to read his lips; he showed 
them his hand. And what was in it.

Pledges. A pay packet of sorts. The gov­
ernment, he announced, was getting up 
straightway a price monitoring agency to 
stop spiralling prices of consummates 
that have been gnawing away at the 
worker's already takehome pay. Lagos 
and Abuja, will have their collapsed pub­
lic transport services reinvigorated with 
30and Wbuses respectively and thenewly 
inaugurated labour transport company.

On paper, all these look quite a hand-

Los AngeDes
he riots in Los Angeles have come 
as the most eloquent reminder yet 
that the United States continues 

to be the home of the worst socially-insti­
tutionalised racism in the world. Until re­
cently, South Africa helped to mask the 
rotten American examplebecause the for­
mer was courageous enough to provide 
for racial discrimination in itsstatus books. 
The Americans did no such thing, but en­
shrined racial discrimination into every 
social and political institution by an un­
written code. Now that the South African 
diversion is disappearing, the American 
(racist) way of life is coming into full view. 

Several lessons can be leamt from the 
whole sordid episode. One is that, where 
racial issues are concerned, the American 
justice system can simply not be trusted, 
despite all propaganda claims. The Arabs 
havealready pointed out that the two Lib­
yan suspects wanted for trial in the US 
over the 1988 bombing of the Pan Am 
planecannotexpect justice in an American 

Citizen, May 11,1992

court, not when an American citizen cannot. 
Even President Bush said he was "astounded" 
by the verdict of the no-black Simi Valley jury.

Astounded? George Bush did not prove 
that before, during or after the foul King ver­
dict. The Republican president has no record of 
standing up for civil rights. In the midst of the 
crisis he played entirely toa white gallery with 
his notorious claim that "the court system has 
worked" and his threat to "use all force neces­
sary to restore law and order".

If Mr. Bush and his predecessors had pro­
moted a concerted policy to dismantle the 
ghettos and integrate blacks into mainstream 
society, he would have found no need to resort 
toany useof force. Besides, forcedoes not solve 
racial problems. Ask the Boers.

TheUSmustbegintoputitsact together on 
the race question, or else it has no moral right 
to lecture anyone about democracy and all 
that.The whole world should now force the US 
to act on this matter. The world helped to end 
apartheid in South Africa. Thiscaseisnodiffcr- 
ent.

some dole. As expected, workers and their 
leaders clapped and danced for joy as each 
pledge was read out. In their excitement they 
easily would have failed to see the trap.

Usually, trade unions have worked them­
selves into a frenzy over how to share the 
"booty". In the scramble, they put aside the 
main thing. There is a deepseated suspicion of 
the leadership by the rank and file of labour, 
arising from differences i n lifestyles. More often 
than not the leaders behave like errand boys of 
government.

NLC is negotiating a new wage increase of 
20 percent across board; government says an 
increase will nose up inflation which isalready 
too high. On May 1, President Babangida said 
the "dialogue" should be concluded within 
two weeks and he expected the resolutions to 
be "mutually satisfactory".

The present NLC leadership simply cannot 
be counted on to get a better deal for workers 
now or in the near future. For a long time yet, 
they should count more on the charity of gov­
ernment than on the power and skills of their 
leaders, because they just do not have them.
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hr ____________________
ADAMU ADAMU
arithmetic — referendums 99% and 
the great leader a modest 98.9% in 
presidential elections.

According to King Fahd, democ­
racy will not be allowed in Saudi 
Arabia because it is not compatiable 
with Islam. The truth, however, is that 
monarchy is the least compatible of all 
themethodsof rule and the one furth- 
crest from the spirit of Islam. There is 
only one thing objectionable in democ- 

Sodtotam's revolutions

nooks and corners of the kingdom.
More ominously, the cassette has • 

frontally attacked Saudi ulama chai- | 
longing them to state whether their 
brief was the protection of Islam or the 
survival of the pro-Western, anti-Is- 
lamic regime in control of muslim holy 
places.

The corruption — moral and fi­
nancial — of members of the Saudi 
royal family which has become legion 
and is the subject of uncountable em­
barrassing tales in Western capitals, 
came up for special mention. No 
wonder the authorities in Riyadh are 
worried. Already a reward of 300,000 
dollars has been given for the head of 
culprit who produced the video.

To get outside sympathy there is 
talk that the so called custodian of the 
two holy places has waived or re­
duced many charges that the pilgrims 
used to pay in a territory that, accord­
ing to the Shariah, belongs to them.

And in order to help the Saudis 
bolster up their image, the United 
States descended on them in a rare 
public condemnation. They accused 
the Saudi government of having ille­
gally transferred American arms to 
Bangladesh and Iraq. These Ameri­
cans learn fast; they have already dis­
covered that all it takes to make the 
Muslim world accept something is for 

| them to oppose it. It may be too late 
, because it can hardly stop the video 
■ from circulating.
• Though after the Persian Gulf war,

Saddam has continued with his mas­
sacre of Sunnis in the north and Shiites 
in the south and some of his recalci­
trant generals in the centre, no one 
should try to deprive him of his great­
est feat yet in the whole sordid drama. 
He it was who brought a revolution of 
sorts in lands where you dared not 
think of it before. Big Brother was 
simply not watching, you almost felt 
him reading your thoughts. Now, of 
course, the fortress has begun to 
crumble.

Though there will be no democ­
racy (pensh the world), there are indi­
cation of a new willingness to share 

i (share?) power with the people. And 
! that may be the beginning — or the 
i end.

addam Hussein al-Takritiisa 
master of the art of the ruth- 
less deal in the revolutions in 

which he participated. And they 
were many. Less than four decades 
after Winston Churchill created Iraq 
at the Cairo Conference in 1921, a 
military government took over in 
1985. Five years later, Saddam and 
his colleagues moved in and foisted i 
Ba'athism over the Iraqi people in 
the great nationalist revolution.

Fifteen years later — in the great 
palace revolution — Saddam moved 
against the then absolute ruler Gen­
eral Hassan al Bakry. And in "the 
great pursuit" revolution, Saddam i 
dispatched assassins to make sure | 
his rival Hardan al-Takriti, his , 
townsman and a contender to Bal- 
ery's throne, did not return from a j 
visit to Kuwait. Next and finally was 
the mother of all revolutions in Septem­
ber 1979 when Saddam murdered all 
his colleagues in the Revolutionary 
Command Council. That made way 
for al-Takritis to take over.

But the revolution in which Sad­
dam came of age and registered his 
greatest victory was in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. While not a democrat 
himself he has, by virtue of the Persian 
Gulf war which he caused and saw 
through, advanced the cause of de­
mocracy in the kingdom.

The Arab world is the one of most 
undemocratic societies—withouteven 
the exception that proves the rule. 
Opposition is not tolerated, elections 
are not held or when they are held, 
they obeyed Anwar Sadat’s political

Citizen, May 11,1992

racy and that is its vesting sovereignty 
in the people — this clearly belongs to 
God. Those who don't believe in Him, 
of course, can do what they like.

The American presence in the 
Arabian pemisula has posed challenges 
to the regime it is supposed to be pro­
tecting. If for instance, emboldened — 
directly or indirectly itisdifficult to tell 

; — some women to challenge an age- 
i old discriminatory, and clearly unls- 

lamic, law forbidding them from driv­
ing motor vehicles.

That protest ride was only the tip 
of the iceberg, which even the Arabian 
desert heat will not melt. Nor will the 
normal palliative being offered to the 

I people now and then — including the 
I massiveand unprecedented "gifts" an- 
j nounced by King Fahd recently. Now, 

utilities like telephone, waterand other 
I charges are free or cost next tonothing.

That apparently is the official 
method of trying to redistribute the 
kingdom's wealth which used to be 
fabulous.(Last September, the kingdom 
borrowed 4.5 billion dollars from the 
international financial markets). The 
bonanza is seen by everyone as a pan­
icky reaction to a clandestine video 
cassette making the rounds in the king-

I dom's underground.
Patterned after The Clan, an ear­

lier and, largely successful examina­
tion that sought to expose the king­
dom's commitment to Islam, this new 
cassette is said to be more damaging, 

i While The Clan was distributed 
• worldwide and was clearly the handi- 
i work of outsiders, the new cassette is 
said to be the work of Saudi Islamic 

' underground and has penetrated to all 

1----------------------
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as good as new but also long last­
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Ciroma: I have good record

was agreed that for both of them,

certain presidential candidates, 
pccially the Mandan Sokoto. Alhaji -

Citizen, May 11,1992

uddenly, the seemingly 
decided political land­
scape, especially in the 
National Republican 
Convention, NRC, be­

came tense when word went out 
after the federal government's sud­
den lifting of the ban it had placed 
on certain categories ol politicians 
was lifted that, Malam Adamu 
Ciroma, was holding nationwide 
consultations on the possibility of 
his joining the presidential race.

The tense atmosphere arose from I

with him. "I have soft spot for both 
of them. Adamu Ciroma told me his 
side of the story, but both of them 
know as chairman of the discipli­
nary committee, I'm not supposed 
to openly support one candidate at 
the expense of another."

As it turned out. Citizen, authori­
tatively learnt, the Marafa himself 
telephoned and later met with Ma­
lam Adamu. The main topic of the 
discussion was what to do now that

COVER STORY IMI
Adamu Ciroma 

The man to beat
His entry into the presidential race sent sock waves, making him the candidate to 

beat.
Umaru Shinkafi, was notonly a clear 
front runner but had also been 
Malam Adamu's favourite candi­
date.

This delicate situation put a lot of 
personalities who are friends and 
colleagues to both in an enormous 
dilemma One such personality is 
the chairman of the NRC discipli­
nary committee, Chief Ayo Ogun- 
lade. I hey were friends and cabinet 
colleagues with the Marafa in the 
Obasanjo regime He told Cton that j the ban had been lifted. In the main*

I with the lifting of the ban and rife i it - ------4 ' • 
the settled situation in the NRC that | speculations of Malam Adamu's . the matter of clinching the NRC

I candidature, it became imperative presidential ticket was not a matter 
that he had to discuss certain things | of life and death.
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Adamu's message beside the c 
rent national headache — theca 
omy — is the threat to our mo 
fibre. Addressing a world pressa 
ference in Abuja, Malam Adan 
gave as one of the reasons for se< 
ing the presidency, the urgent nc 
to stem the moral crisis that "h 
since become pervasiveand is thre; 
ening to kill our hope for the pm 
ress, indeed the survival of the n 
tion. It is said that man shall noth 
by bread alone. This is true. Itisli 
truer still that man cannot live at; 
withoutbread,speakingmetaphQ 
cally."

Chief Akpata sees theissuerath 
differently, but in the same light! 
said that the economy isin direstrai 
and " one is very frightened aboi 
its implications. It is like a teirib 
famine has stricken the land anditi 
soul-mortifying to think how th 
masses arc coping. There is no al 
tempt to increase production,rathe 
every measure seems to be designs 
to undermine it. These arc issue 
that will be before any presider 
nowand tomorrow. You need poop' 
who understand these issuesando 
course the political ones in the: 
fundamentals. Adamu Cirom; 
does."

For him therefore, the issue a 
principle cannot be sacrificed eve 
at the expense of the presidency 
Alhaji Usman told Citizen that wifi 
him there is no question of bendirj 
any rules. "He is an achiever, a

~ .. ._____
Shagari: He made Ciroma minister 

one may add the Second Republic 
factor.

On the money score which other 
candidates flaunt as their only cre­
dential, the Dallatun Fika told Citi­
zen that he doesn't have money to 
spare. What he is trying to achieve, 
is to change the face of politics in 
Nigeria by de-emphasising money. 
"Everybody, including my col­
leagues know that I have no money, 
but it is also my strength. I do not 
regret that I am the way I am."

Chief Segun Akpata certainly 
agreed. He described the whole 
business of politics of money as "cash 
and carry." He told Citizen ip Lagos 
that he has heard comments that 
'Adamu Ciroma is alright, but he 
has no money.' My answer is that if 
a man buys his office, is he likely to 
be your servant or your master? I - 
believe, and support that Adamu 
should come out to challenge money 
politics as an alternative. It is an 
iniquitous situation and what we 
are having in this country will col- < 
lapse and people like Adamu willW 
become relevant. He is making an 
important contribution by raising 
the tone of politics in the country." ’

In fact, the main thrust of Malam <

federal position."
The key issues that stand for or 

against Malam Adamu depending 
on what platform you choose topass 
judgment are basically three;money, 
principle and the military. To these.

With this out of the way, Malam 
Adamu Ciroma, the Dallatun Fika, 
went ahead with his consultations 
and in duecourse launched his presi­
dential bid at an impressive cere­
mony at Damaturu, the Yobe State 
capital. Since then, Malam Adamu 
has maintained a very rigorous 
campaign schedule that has taken

I him round the whole country.
“TT n Damaturu, he told the crowd 
I that he hasleamt his lessons. In 
IS 1978/1979, he came behind Al­

haji Shchu Shagari, who later be­
came president and the Danmasanin 
Kano, Alhaji Yusuf Maitama Sule, 
butthat this time around, he in tends 
to come first.

The in -road tha t he has made, Citi- 
zcnlc.irnt, prompted another candi­
date to wonder loudly just what 
strategy he is employing and what 
sort of man he is. Adamu Ciroma_ 
himself told Citizen tha t he is a grade 
one performer. And according to 
Chief Segun Akpata, who first met 
him in 1966, "he » one of Nigeria's 
public service men who under­
stands" our "socio-political malaise 
and will have viable solutions. He 
doesn't double-talk."

Chief Ayo Ogunlade said the 
Dallatun Fika had an "amiable dis­
position and as a public servant, he 
had distinguished himself in any 
assignment he was given."

A long-time friend, Alhaji Usman 
Goji the Yeriman Fika, described him 
as a man who doesn't suffer fools, 
whose words are his bonds and an 
accomplished hard-worker.

Chief Segun Akpata agrees that 
is a hardworker. He carried the 

burden of the NPN electioneering 
campaign to victory between De­
cember 1978 and September 1979, 
hut that he had known him for this 
w ‘ tack in 1966. "Along with 
«tnds like Chief Ukpabi Asi|<a,
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In an interview with Citizens senior editors, Malam 
Adamu Ciroma stated why he should be president 
and laid bare track records of achievements. Excepts:

itizen: As a for­
mer governor of 
CBN and minis­

ter of finance, Naira 
value should be of con­
cern. What are your 
strategies for steering the 
economy right? 
Ciroma: The economy is 
one of the main reasons 
why I decided to run for 
president. Our problems 
are becoming acute and 
complicated. They re­
quire knowledgeable 
handling. The value of 
the Naira is only one 
problem. 1 compare the 
currency in any economy 
to a fly in the bottle. 
Whatever affects it, af­
fects the whole body or 
the volume of the bottle 
and it would be neces­
sary to find a solution to 
the devaluation of the 
Naira vis-a-vis other 
currencies and to ensure 
a certain degree of sta­
bility in its value. With­
out that so many unde­
sirable side-effects or 
consequences can fol­
low. For example, ev­
erytime the Naira is 
devalued vis-a-vis other 
currencies, it means that 
the prices of things here 
increase more or less by 
the same percentage it is 
devalued. And if the 
value keeps on falling, 
the prices of goods keep 
on rising and the feeling 
of instability is created. 
So people on fixed in­

comefind that the value of 
their income is eroded. 
And human beingsadapt- 
able, they soon ha vc to find 
ways of making up the dif­
ference and this we can 
call bribery and corrup­
tion. So there are so many 
social problems which 
follow an unstable cur­
rency. It induces inflation 
which again can even be 
compared to taxation. You 
can see the effect. Dealing 
with devaluation of the 
Naira and ensuring its 
stability arc very impor-

population is now busy 
in gainful employment, 
religious rows which fol­
low deprivation and im­
ages of frustration will 
become less and less. 
And this package will 
be able to eradicate the 
situation we are in.

I mustcommenton the 
philosophy of market 
forces which is now in 
currency as if it is the 
panacea for all our prob­
lems. I have made refer­
ences in the past to the 
fact that whoever is sell­
ing you a theory, you 
must look what his prac­
tice is and the Western 
economists who havcf 
sold to us the market 
economy argument 
have infact short­
changed us because in 
their home the market 
economy argument is 
not even unalterable. 
One common example I 
can give is the price of 
petroleum. During the 
Iraq-Kuwait war, when 
two major petroleum 
producers were in prin­
ciple under a war situ- 
a tion, logically, the price 
of oil was expected togo 
up. It did \when there 
was a limited war be­
tween Iran and Iraq, but 
in this more or less simi­
larsituation with greater 
effect on the largest pro­
ducers, the prices went 
down because America 
and it allies had released 
oil from their strategic 
reserves to force the 
prices of oil down. Now, 
they managcdjhe^situ-^

through these processes, 
but to create more jobs 
because we are in a situ­
ation of increasing popu­
lace and availability of 
trained manpower — 
these arc assets a nation 
can ill-afford to waste. 
Unemployment creates 
several untoward social 
consequences which 
ought not to be. One 
should create an expand­
ing economy, create the 
possibility of increasing 
employment and jobs. 
Once you maximise the 
use of your installed in­
dustrial capacity, it means 
you want to procure more 
tools — again that would 

increase the 
number of jobs 
thatarcavailable. 
The unit cost of 
what you pro­
duce will then 
become cheap. 
That is for indus­
try. For agricul­
ture, you will 
have to stimulate 
increased pro­
duction through 
the availability of 
inputs in suffi- 

; cient quantity 
and in good time 

J so that it is pos­
sible for the peas­

ant farmer used to produc­
ing one tonne or less per 
hectare to produce three, 
four even five tonnes on 
the same land area. 
Through stimulation we 
should be able to produce 
more wooden fibre for 
processing as well as for 
export. And once the

Ciroma: problems can be overcome 
tant problems which need 
immediate attention.

The general direction of 
economic improvement 
must be to strengthen the 
productive sectors of the 
economy-agriculture, in­
dustry and mining. And 
the objective is not only to 
create mo re wealth

Adamu Ciroma
A grade-one performer
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The Western economists who have sold 
to us the market economy argument have 
infact short-changed us because in their 
home the market economy argument is 
not even unalterable.
military's record in gov­
ernment, when taken 
against the background of 
this government state­
ment on knowing who 
would not succeed, it 
raises the possibility that 
they would take offence 
and consider you as one of 
those people who, if al­
lowed to succeed, might 
be something of a threat.

public and I rely on the 
public to use their judge­
ment as to whom they 
think they can trust.

There were past cases 
during colonial days 
when people who were 
imprisoned were elected 
inspito of what the colo- 
nial government 
wanted. So, once the 
public is willing to takej

of record of past perform- I 
ance and I have the testi­
mony of my colleagues in 
the contest that I did not 
stash away public funds 
for use on such an occa­
sion. Also, that gives me a 
certain amount of sympa­
thy in the eyes of the pub­
lic who believe that it is a 
good thing that I acted the 
way I did while holding 
public office. This support 
can also be translated into 
money because many 
people are prepared to do 
things for me without ex­
pecting any payment for 
it. This money business is 
a double-edged sword,but 
I do not regret that lam the 
way I am. I am not there­
fore attempting to take on 
the money candidates in 
their own field. In other 
words, 1 have not got the* 
weapon with which to 
fight them in their own 
areas of choice so I have to 
find an alternative way of 
reaching the electorate in 
a way which minimises 
the use of money.

Citizen:You brushed the 
\ question of the military. A 

lot of comments about the

Ciroma: Well, I don’t 
know why I, more than 
any other person, should 
be considered a threat to 
the military. I certainly 
don't see myself that 
way. In the past few 
years, whenever I saw 
something going wrong, 
especially in terms of 
government policy, I 
stood up to say so in the 
belief tha t the right thing 
would be done because 
this is our country and 
whatever policies that 
were implemented af­
fects all of us. I did not 
wait, I did not keep quiet 
just perchance waiting 
for the day, when the 
ban would be lifted and 
I would not be consid­
ered as one of the people 
who would be seen as 
harmless, colourless. 
My duty to the govern­
ment and the public is to 
point out as is happen­
ing wha t au thentic poli­
cies are available and I 
have done this in the 
belief that I was doing 
my duty and now we 
are in an era where the 
decision-makers are the

so much of deficit budget­
ing, the market forces in­
exorably cuts downward 
pressure on the Naira 
which is what has been 
happening. Wha t is absent 
is management which is 
required to create the sta­
bility which the economy 
needs. These are some of 
the things which one 
would like to sec; a consis­
tent application of policies 
and managementcapacity 
in dealing with economic 
problems affecting us to­
day.

Citizen: People say 
Ciroma has three problems 
—money, Shinkafi and the 
military; which one of 
these would you consider 
greater?

Ciroma: I don't see how 
Shinkafi is a problem. 
There are a large number 
of candidates in the NRC 
preparing for the prima­
ries. So, one's problem is 
not any other candidate 
but whether the electorate 
consider you as being 
electable. The common 
problem is who would be 
acceptable to the elector­
ate in the end. I don't see 
any problem about the 
military because they have 
laid out a programme 
which worked out the 
principle of primaries and 
all candidates are free to 
present themselves before 
the electorate. Again this 
is a question for the elec­
torate to decide.

Money? This is a real 
problem. Everybody 
knows — including my 
colleagues who are run­
ning — know that I have 
no money and I know 
many of them pity me on 
that score. But it is also my 
strength because I am 
campaigning on the basis

Nation to produce a result 
that they wanted to en­
sure that even though 
the oil-producing areas 
were involved in a war, 
this did not produce the 
foreseeable conse­
quence of a rising oil 
price like during the 
Iran-Iraq war.We are 
talking about efficient 
management.

m nother example 
is the value of 

AK their own cur­
rency vis-a-vis the dol- 
lar, the Deutchsmark, 
the French francs, or the 
pound sterling. They are 
allowed to float withm a 
certain range. There is a 
floor and there is a ceil­
ing and the value of liq­
uid savings will be be­
tween this floor and this 
ceiling. And if it is going 
above the ceiling or be­
low the floor they inter­
vene. The Japanese will 
intervene to protect the 
doUar, the Germans will 
intervene to protect the 
pound and whatever 
currency was under at­
tack would be saved 
through concerted ac­
tion by all the countries 
that are interested in 
ensuring that the value 
of the currencies move 
within that predeter- 
mined range-

Here again, the ar- 
gument that comes 
Through is that of man­
agement not an uncon­
trolled reign of market 
forces. When we think 
that the Naira ought to 
be left to the vagaries of

'"X0'
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food, Nige­
ria, most 
populous 
country in 
Africa, has 
not gone 
out to beg 
for food 
and people 
forget that 
while 
Ethiopia 
and others 
could not 
feed them­
selves, we 
are still, af­

ter our policy, able to feed 
ourselves. At finance, I 
proposed the only budget 
to deal with our economic 
problems facing the coun­
try at the time. That 
budget, unfortunately was 
notallowed tooperate.So, 
in terms of performance, I 
am a grade-one performer.

*• Citizen: You are on rec- 
ord/as having said that 
may be Nigeria's rejection 
of the IMF facility was 
something of a mistake

guarantee 
scheme. As 
a national 
secretary of 
the NPN, I 
organised 
the party to 
win an elec­
tion.

At indus­
tries, I pro­
vided an 
industrial 
policy 
which 
every sub- 
sequent Ogunlade: He's amiable 
minister just played with 
a little and called it a new 
industrial policy, butbasi- 
cally the policy I intro­
duced. And at that time, I 
ensured that there was 
spread of industries and 
they were producing at 
maximum capacity.The 
centre of our policy was 
agriculture. I was sent to 
agriculture in order to en­
hance the implementation 
of government policy and 
to produce the desired re-

and that instead of SAP 
which has damaged the 
Naira, we could have 
taken the IMF facility. 
Why do you think the IMF 
package would have bene­
fited Nigeria more than the 
SAP package? Secondly, 
with the benefit of hind­
sight, would you would 
like to reflect on some of 
the things that admini­
stration did that it should 
not have done?

Ciroma: The two ques- j

suit. We provided inputs 
and fertilizers at the most 
reasonable prices and I 
want people to take note 
— there arc many critics of 
the green revolution be­
cause thcsearc people who 
think that you plant today 
and harvest tomorrow. Is 
it not in the nature of agri­
culture to take steps to 
build up? And, the suc­

tions are unrelated. You 
could have taken them 
one by one. One is the 
use of IMF facility. The 
problem which arose 
after 1981 was that the 
prices of oil fell very 
sharply and Nigerians 
were accustomed to 
having a flow of income 
based on over 30 dol­
lars per barrel and then 
i t fel 1 to abou t seven dol­
lars. So, between what 
you were accustomed to 
earning and what you 
later earned, the gap 
was so large and in eco­
nomic terms you had to 
find something to 
bridge this gap so that 
you can minimise the 
suffering that arose. 
Two, while you were 
earning that much you 
had an economic devel- 
opment programme 
which wasbased on that 
outlay but suddenly 
your income shrunk 
and you could not carry 
out all the programmes 
which you are already 
implementing. What 
was needed was some­
thing which would tide 
you over to ensure that 
you sensibly completed 
those programmes so 
that they become useful 
and productive.

Then, you move 
gradually to your new 
income level which was 
available — and I can 
compare the effect to 
something like when 
you arc driving a car at 
top-speed, suddenly 
you find a hole across 
the road and you slow 
down and try to find a 
way of going around 
this hole or you try to 
put on the brake so that 
you don't go into the

a step, I don't think the 
military will stand 
against the decision of 
thepublic. Really, I don't 
see the military as a 
threat.

Citizen.’You ask to be 
judged by your record, 
record of one who has 
performed and often ref­
erence is made to your 
honesty; that you didn't 
steal money. What 
would you regard as 
your major achieve­
ments as minister of ag­
riculture, Industries and 
later finance?

iroma: My past 
and my promo­
tion — if I may 

say so, from one func­
tion to another was not 
being based on lobby­
ing or anything of the 
sort; i t was based on per­
formance. As an admin­
istrative officer, I have 
just talked about con­
struction of roads and 
using money to main­
tain things and to en­
sure that the work in 
hand was efficiently exe­
cu ted. I went to the New 
Nigerian as an adminis­
trative officer. I became 
the editor of the news­
paper. I made it the most 
well-known, the most 
respected, the most 
widely sough t-af ter. The 
best editorials of the New 
Nigerian got published 
during my tenure. I pre­
pared management suc­
cession which took so 
many years before ex­
ternal action brought 
abou tits breakdown. As 
governor of CBN, I in­
troduced measures to re­
organise the bank, to 
bring about systematic cess of our policy was that

The common problem is who would be accept­
able to the electorate in the end. I don't see any 
problem about the military because they have 
laid out a programme which worked out the 
principle of primaries and all candidates are free 
to present themselves before the electorate.

spread of rural banking, 
^jhe creation of the credit I tries were begging for
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and truth are different 
things altogether. In this 
country, it is possible for a 
dignitary to tell you that 
he is convinced that 2.8 
billion Naira had been! 
stolen because he heard of

iroma: Whatlsaid 
fl and I say now is 

that the type of 
large-scale, open-ended 
probes to which we were 
subjected to which lasted 
for about four years did 
not produce the effect 
which I think its promot­
ers had hoped. This is easy 
to understand because 
every government is sub­
jected to allegations of 
people who have stolen

ions

hole and if you put on 
the full brake, every oc­
cupant in that car is 
going to be hurt. They 
Will not die but they 
would get hurt. If you 
find a way around this it 
may takelongerbut you 
have to try hard and get 
through with the least 
amountofharm.Thelast 
alternative is for you to 
jump into the hole and 
see what would happen. 
And what sensible 
people will do is to find 
a Way of slowing down 
without applying the 
full brake. And the trick 
Which was used was to 
make the unwary an­
swer the question. Put 
on the full brake and the 
questioner says well 
whatever is the result of 
this full brake is your 
own decision. I don't 
think this is fear, leader­
ship should not be con- 
ductedin thatway. This 
is a highly technical 
thing. Not even some 
economists will under- 
startd the problems in­
volved. If you go to a 
market woman to take 

’ tfi^deasion you are not
' ■; being fair to ber. Ar'd 

■ that is the kind of situ­
ation where the decision 
was reached. So, what I 
said rt the time was that 
there were alternative 
way's of getting out of 
the problem with the 
least harm to the people 
living in this economy. 
And still believe that if 
youaregoingtotakeany 
decision you must look 
rt. how it affects the 
peopleand minimise the 
hirm that decision 
might cause them.

You m,xht -<0 re/Ieetz he publicmoney. AUegatii

Nigerian
be very circumspect with 
these allegations. When 
you start the probe, some­
body says "oh 11 hope they 
don't come up with facts 
to prove that this money 
was not stolen" so even 
the facts become unwei- 
comeand totheextentthat 
they have not produced 
any tangibleresults for the 
efforts invested in them, it 
tells you thatitis just sheer 
waste of time. This is not 
to say that if anybody 
makesan allegation he will 
not be listened to, bu t there 
are enough laws that deal 
with such accusations. 
And in the religion to 
which I subscribe there is 
an injunctionagainst these 
investigations just to un­
earth things in retrospect. 
Of course, if something 
crops up leaders arc obli­
gated to look at these 
things and to deal with 
offenders accordingly 

Citizen:Thereistliis'be.

I ief that election-riggin 
is the bane of democrat 
in this country. Doyo 
think it is possible t 
have a free and fairelti 
tions under a civilia 
government?

Ciroma: Well, ther 
was Mr. Jusho 
Babalakin enquiry. Hav 
you read the report?

Citizen: We read ex 
cerpts.

Ciroma: What did j 
say?
Citizen: It said in ctr 
tain areas there u<en 
widespread malprac­
tices but the report 
wasn't very specific.
Ciroma: In certain areas 
When you conduct an 
election for the wholcd 
Nigeria, if the report only 
says in certain areas I 
think we can take it by 
and large that the elec­
tion was free and that 
election was conducted 
under a civilian regime, 
so what I notice is this 
utter loss of self confi­
dence amongst \igcn 
ans. They just don't be­
lieve thatanylhinggood 
can be done in thisuiun- 
try or that there are no 
people honest enough to 
do things honestly. And 
because of this genera! 
skepticism and cyniciw 
and lack of confidence 
in ourselves, anything 
which hasnotbeendoncj 
the way you like it has 
not been done well and I 
think this is a temble 
thing to happen to 
people. I consider it nec­
essary that this situation 
be reversed.
Citizen: There is this vu' 
development, candi­
dates emerging xuith at 
eye on being the presi­
dent in the north. WhU,

Daura: The brilliant minds of New 

we noticed the drop in in­
come... all these things I 
think with hindsight one 
could have done them dif­
ferently. To that extent, 
yes.

Citizen: You will not 
probe anybody because 
you believe that it has 
never done any good. But, 
the fact still remains that 
people are aware that cer­
tain people stole money 
from government treasury.

there are certain things 
you didn't quite agree with 
while ingovemmentgiven 
your profile.

Ciroma: Of course, 1 can 
always find how we could 
have avoided some of the 
problems. I think we 
should have been 
sharp in picking the 
trend of what would 
happen before it does 
and taking adequate 
measure(s) to cush­
ion the people from 
its effects. I believe 
that we could have 
been more circum­
spect with the import 
licensing system for 
which we received 
lots of criticisms. I 
would have pre­
ferred that we should 
have been more cir­
cumspect as soon as
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one could say that this 
is in response to-the 
democratic ideals of 
society, another school 
of thought believes that 
it is a mark of toss of 
confidence, that therdis, 
a crack somewhere.
Ciroma: Well,itdepends 
on who is looking at the 
matter. I will recall that 
in 1978 when we agreed, 
through the zoning proc­
ess that the candidate 
should come from the 
North, there were more 
or less one candidate or 
more from every state. 
Of course, there were 
some states that did not 
nominate candidates but 
others fielded two or 
more, so I think averag­
ely it was one per state 
and it was a 19-state 
structure. The only dif- 

■ ference between then 
> and now is that at that 

time the people who 
: chosethecandidatewere 

limited in number and 
possibly limited in time 
so we didn't have the1 
feeling that there were 
many candidates be- 

. cause they didn't have 
to run around the coun­
try making declarations 
— the kind which we 
have to do now — be- 
causeat that time we did 
not have primaries. It 
wasan in-house electoral 
college. Now every can­
didate has to try to seek 
for attention and the 
process is a bit noisy so 
you get the feeling of dis­
cord and disharmony. 
But the fact is that there 
are as many candidates 
in the SDP as in the 
NRC. I think the genesis 
of this is that over time, 
as military regimes are 
tasting power, civilian

itizen: There 
is this deep 
cynicism in 

the country—jieople sim­
ply don't believe it is pos­
sible that A former minis­
ter could leave office olid 
go and sit somewhere 
without using his connec­
tions to make money. 
Ciroma: Well, I think you 
are extending your ques­
tion too much because I 
think the objectionable 
thing is making money 
through your position asa 
public officer. If in your 
position in public officer 
you get to know a lot of 
people, a lot of things, this 
is an asset which remains 
with youand if you are the 
money-making type, you 
can use connection to

make money and I don't 
think there is anything 
wrong with that. But in 
all, the one thing which I 
keep telling people is 
that I have found hon­
esty to be very much 
moreprofi table thanyou 
would think. Infact, you 
find that you are an at­
tractive person for busi­
ness people to deal with. 
They know you have to 
work hard because you 
have no alternative. So, 
being honest is not as 
bad as people think. It's 
just that people are 
afraid of practising it 
when there is so much 
dishonesty around them 
and it looks more attrac­
tive and easier. But, I 
believe tha t there is noth­
ing more profitable than 
being honest... What is 
the other question.
Citizen: Your philo­
sophical underpinning 
— a humanist, welfar- 
ist or capitalist? 
Ciroma: Ah! these tags! 
I don't believe that they 
are really sufficient de­
scription of other people. 
The inventors of the 
terms might feel that it 
is alright in their own 
countries against the 
background of their 
political development, 
but I find them unsatis­
factory labels. There are 
a lot of people in this 
country who are guided 
by their own religion. 
Thosepreaching welfare 
and so on have lef t relig­
ion far behind and we 
are not in that category. 
I think a lot of us are 
gui ded by the moral con­
text of our own religion 
or I think may be that 
would provide a more 
satisfactory description.

Citizen: For Someone in 
yourposition who has not 
held any government ap- 
pointmentsince 1983, how 
does one survive in an hon­
est way in Nigeria. Sec­
ondly with all the things 
you have said about the 
way the government 
should manage the econ­
omy, would you consider 
yourself a humanist, a 
welfarist or some version 
of a capitalist?

Ciroma: How an 
honest man sur­
vives in this coun­
try; I believe that 
millions of honest 
people are surviv­
ing and there are not 
even a limited 
number of ways of 
doing so. And, you 
know, for some it is 
enforced honesty 
anyway but the 
tested honesty is 
when you see the 
temptation and you

leadership and its coher­
ence had given way be­
cause what holds things 
together is exercise of 
power and the emergence 
of people through thesys- 
tem. This has been inter- 
rupted and people are 
dealing with each other 
less and^Iess based on 
knowledge of each other. 
They don't know each 
other anymore. National 
figures are disappearing.

Turi: Uphold the tradition of NN refuse to give in. 
They are being substituted 
by people who only know 
their own state or even 
town. So, this human inte­
gration in political setting 
had been subjected to 
imbalance and therefore 
the process of rot or disin­
tegration. This is the fun­
damental thing in the ex­
planation for why nobody 
feels that this one is my 
leader. If 1 have got the 
money to spend, I jump 
up and vie and it is also 
one of the serious things 
that have happened to this 
country. Everybody 
agrees that there are too 
many but there is no ma­
chinery for really clipping 
the number down except 
through the system laid 
down i.e. to say the prima­
ries.
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builder of firm foundations that has 
no place for mediocrity." ited to the government that it "knows 

who will not succeed us" referred to 
people like Malam Adamu, he said 
that he didn't see it in terms of indi­
viduals. The Dallatun Fika also dis­
missed this citing the example of 
people being elected by popular 
choice even while in prison. "I cer­
tainly don't see the the military as a 
threat."

A civil servant colleague of Ma- 
lam Adamu from the middle belt, in

Ciroma: one must speak out 
discussing the military, told Citizen 
that he feared that Adamu Ciroma's 
entry might make the military to 
change its mind.

Why not leave it for someone from 
the minority? he wondered. The 
point is that Adamu Ciroma is Bo- 
lewa, a less than minority tribe even 
in his nativeNangere Local Govern­
ment.

The other factor that challenges 
the Ciroma candidacy is his partici­
pation in the second republic and 
association with elements of the 
defunct National Party, of Nigeria, 
NPN.Chief AyoOgunlade told Citi­
zen that his biggest problem is his 
iden tification with former NPN col­
leagues. He said that he ought to de- 
emphasiseitbecausetheSDPused it 
as a campaign weapon to show 
people that NRC was a continuation 
of NPN whereas SDP was not an­
other face of UPN. •

Chief Akpata, in a different tone.

tories are told of how the late 
Sardaunan Sokoto, Alhaji Ah- 
madu Bello, came to terms 

with his straight character.One of 
them is that at New Nigerian, a mes­
senger used to wait everyday at the 
entrance hall to take his briefcase to 
the office. Each time the offer was 
made, Ciroma would reject it. One 
day, an exasperated Ciroma told the 
messenger that if he didn't have a 
job he had better leave. The other is 
that in writing speeches for the late 
premier, he would infuse so much of 
radical thinking. The Sardauna would 
accept and read them in public with­
out comment until one day he qui­
etly told Malam Adamu that he was 
aware of the tone of the speeches, 
but that he did not mind because 
someday, it would be his turn to 
serve the public.

This sense of honesty, purpose and 
civic responsibility saved him from 
public disgrace. In private business, 
he had helped to sell Scania buses to 
the government. After taking his 
commission, he promptly paid the 
taxman his dues.Scandalbrokeover 
the buses and the government was 
compelled to institutea probe panel. 
Adamu Ciroma testified before the 
panel and proved that he is a man of 
integrity when, to the astonishment 
of all, he produced his tax receipts. 
The panel and thegovemmentcom- 
mended this single-minded sense of 
duty.

As for the military, he told Citizen 
that he doesn't know why he, more 
than any other person, should be 
considered a threat. To him, the is­
sue is clear. Itisnot whoor what is in 
government, but whether or not 
what government is doing is right, 
arguing that "this is our country, 
policies that are implemen ted affects 
us all. One therefore has a duty to 
speak out when public policy is 
wrong and what authentic policies 
are available."

The Marafan Sokoto, Alhaji Umaru 
Shinkafi, when asked to respond to i n^paia, in a umerenr rone,
whether or not the statement cred- | when asked about-Adamu Ciroma's

COVER STORY 
link with the "discredited" Second | 
Republic, asked; "Which regime is 
'credited' in Nigeria? What are the 
indices of a credited regime. In 1966, 
when Balewa was overthrown, stu- 
dents came out with placards 
'goodbye to tyranny.' In retrospect, 
if you look a t the 1960-66 regime and 
its successors, we can now infer how 
'tyrannical' it was. It is too early to 
start tagging the Shagari government 
as 'd iscred i ted.' In another ten years 
we may sing a different tune." 

Adamu Ciroma told Citizen in re­
sponse to his participation in the 
Shagari government that when one 
is driving a car and is confronted 
with a hole, one had several options 
- slow down, stop or drive head on. 
The effect can be measured in the 
varying degrees of the option one 
had chosen.

So, what are Adamu Ciroma's 
strengths and weaknesses? Chief 
Akpata, said that as a politician, what 
I find as his weakness is he is forth­
right and outspoken, may be to a 
fault, and I do not think that he 
suffers fools gladly, but I am begin­
ning to feel for the country now ■ 
much as you need an astute politi­
cian, you need someone with prodi­
gious management skills of menand 
matter."

Citizen learnt that Adamu Ciroma 
doesn't have some of the problems 
with the establishment as does some 
of his colleagues. In fact, one source 
said that in the court of kings, he is 
accepted without question. Whether 
this will be translated into votes 
remains to be seen. One presidential 
aspirant, Citizen also learnt, visited 
Ciroma's campaign headquarters in 
Kaduna and was heard to complain 
that despite straddling the length | 
and breath of this country, Ciroma 
Wff,far more acceptable in his state.

Whether Adamu Ciroma, will win 
the moral battle in a country full of 
so much decay remains to be seen.

hat ls certain is that his convic- 
10ns will remain with the man.

p-11 • Mohammad Bomoi with 
Bilkisu Yusuf, Kabiru Yusuf, Bo- 

ap Adebiyi, Yinka Telia and 
______________ Aluko Akinyele

Citizen, May 11,1992
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colleague* i
Bank ot ll
customer* ot our best service* and attention 
ever, ae Earn Your Confidence

INTRODUCTION

The bank continues to give priority attention 
to Matt welfare in order to enhance their productivi*'* 
As highlighted tn the Director’s Report, the Kma 
pun ides subsidy 
transportation and 
that xvv have had no str 
ot disturbances throughout the yeai 1991

S. BRANCH EXPANSION

Our expansion policy was pursued with 
">r in 1991 with particular emphasis in States we 
least represented. I am happy to say that our 

in Uyo. Aba. and Onitdia in Akwa I bom.

year.
had to cont 

nge rate of the Nair 
t». high interest rate, tig 
dequate credit facilities and 
ally sources raw materials.

BOARD CHANGES
Meura I. Shchu, A.O. Odiba, I. M Kiwm.

I pan of M.M. Guuu. J.P. Machoko V.A. Buppa. D- AhBwd, 
sectors ’ " " " •••- • • •* — - - -

mg to cope with the J. 
netary and policy 
"ederul Government

i with "Banks and Other Financial Institutions Ando. I. Kawu. M. Jlbia r*ai| 
1991 (decree No. 25)" The requirements, since, iho last Annual General > 

restrictions and prohibitions in respect of 
activities are detailed out in this decree 
say that the entire management and tiWii 
Board of Directors of a Bank are now res' 
compliance with the requirements ot (he 

The hanking sector 
liquidity conditions, tight c 

ipetilion. thanks to the < 
ka into the industry. Thehij 

prevail ' 
1991. i 
Fund" 
employed by t 
'liquidity had 
operations.

I good' 
ughoul the growing 
iply and distnhution 
sector recorded a

J peculiar 
irmance of the 
tors, was below

32ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HEAD OFFICE, KANO-30TH APRIL, 1991

Ahia and Anambra States respectively are now felly 
operational. We also made our presence felt by 
7--“ -piling in most of the-Trade Faira organised in 
the Eastern States. We opened only om more rural 
branch at Paiko. Niger State to answer the request of 

liortage of our major customers there who had to travel to 
Minna for banking services..

We also propose that the imposition and 
waiver ot penalties under the stabilisation securities 
he reviewed. Bunks are penalised tor excess liquidity 
as soon as the situation is noticed by the CBN; and 
the penalty remains imposed evert d tho situation l» 
normalised before the maturity date W* strongly 
feel that penalty should be waived with similar zeal 
as soon as the offending bank mends its position.

Iivity. In conclusion, on behalf of myself. (ny
Kink colleagues on the Board. Management and Staff ot 

to all employees bn medical. Bank ot the North Ltd.. I assure our numerous 
housing. I am happy to report also 

trikes or lockouts or any kind

OPENING RESULTS
In spite of the difficult conditions in which 

we operated. I am pleased to report that Bank ot the 
North recorded Gross Earnings of N443 55.3m.. 
giving 11 growth rate of 11 % over the 1090 earnings 
This gives a profit before Tax and Provisions ot 
NS9.78H1. However, a loan loss ot NS 1.78 cairicd 
forward ax provision under the prudential guideline 
and the deduction of costs leave us with a piotn 
before Taxation of N7.974m.
The results also show that Total Deposits rose by 4't 
from N2.070 billion in 1990 to N2 155 billion in 
1991. while loans and advances recoided a modest 
growth of 0.01% I.E. rising from Nl 082 billion in 
1990 to N1.093 billion in 1991. Shareholders Fund, 
however fell slightly from N 163.935m.in 1990 to 
NI57.517 in 1991.
4. STAFF MATTERS

growth rate of about 5 per cent, a* against 4 3 per 
cent in the previous year. On the other hand, the 
manufacturing sector had Io contend with depreciation participant 
of the exchange rate of the Naira, stiffer competition 
from imports, high interest rate, tight monetary 
policies, inadequate credit facilities and she 
even the local

'ledge the invaluabb 
the former directors 

and wish them succaas in their new pltcaa of work.
7. THE FUTURE

Recent developments in the banking industry 
have tempted both those within and outside the 
system, to speculate, pessimistically, about the future 
of some of the banks.
The various regulatory measures in respect of lending 
and liquidity, have generated intense competition 
amongst the banka. W*. tn Bank of the North, hail 
these measures and reiterate that they will eli. Uiwte 
the distortions and lapses in our financial system^.

We are not. however, unaware of sHIW of 
the uiitavourabte consequence* ot Mime ol the** 
measures. For instance, the hike in interest rates, 
thanks to the cut-throat competition amongst banks, 
only encourages savings, and thwarts investment tn 
production, far obvious reasons, and unless it is 
checked. the situation, coupled with itterwaed 
dilliculties in bringing in machinery and spare parts, 
will ctaid growth in nunutactunng/productive

Distinguished Indies and gentlemen. I have 
tha honour to welcome you again to Bank of the 
North Ltd.’s 32nd Annual General Meeting and to 
prcccnt to you the Annual Report and Accounts tor 
ths financial year ended 31st December 1991. I 
with, however, first to review the general economic 
citation of the Country, particularly the hanking 
environment tn which the Bank operated in 1991

The hanking sub-sector, an integral 
the economy suffered no less than the oth.r > 
While the hanks were iryir 
provisions ot the 1991 monc 
guideline*, in June. 1991 the Fe 
came up v 
Decree l<

I.A. Amodu. V.A. Bena. M.K. Dapchl. D-B. Fanaq. 
' ■ Oga. H.A. Tambuwal. Seda KaitlM.kbi Salah 
were appointed director! while M.M. Karayo. U. 
Ahmed. Ahmed O. Kamal. A.H. Mahalla. O.O.

igned from tbs board 
irement*. since the last Armal Oenoral Meeting. May 1. ca 

banking your behalf wtlcoma all the new members to the 
Suffice it to noard and hope that they will offer their wealth of 

cment and members ot the experiences for the benefit of the hank.
(sponsible tor On the other hand, I acknowl 
e decree. contribution end dedication of I 

>r operated under very tight 
credit limit and increased 

competition, thanks to the coming in ot several new 
hanks into the industry. The high interest rates which 
prevailed in the previous year were curtailed; as in 
1991. reference was to be made to "Actual Cost of 

<0 justify interest rates. The various measures 
yed by the monetary authorities to mop up the 

...J a cnppling effect on the banking

For venous reason, attributable and 
to Various sectors, the overall pertor 
coccomy as measured by aorne mdicatu 
expectations.
The real Gross Domestic Product (GDI’) grew by 4.3 
per cent only in contrast to 8.2 per cent recorded in 
1990. There were indications of wursenir1 trend tn 
the rate of inflation and (ho depreciat.on ot the 
exchange rate of the Naira.
Also, there were dear cvidenci a if r*. ag number ol 
the unemployed. However, because ot good weather 
conditions which prevailed throug1 
reason last year and improved suppl 
of fertiliser!, the agricultural

Major government economic polic 
financial year 1991 were predicated on the 
Rolling Plan aimed at consolidating the achievements 
ttat have been made since the inception of the 
Structural A((justment Programme in 1986 
essentially, attention was therefore focused on he 
ottainfnsnt of calf sufficiency tn production of food 
end agricultural raw materials, Inying u solid 
foundation for a self-reliant industrial development, 
creating ample employment opportunities and 
enhancing the love) of socio-political awareness of the 
poopl*.
In thia regard the activities of agencies like DFRRI. 
MAM3GR, Dcttar Life for Rural Women. 
Agricultural Development Projects etc, were given 
csoossary encouragement by way of adequate 
fending, and moral support. Other Socio-Economic 
Programmes pursued include the conduct of the 
population census, completion of projects in the areas 
of health, education, urban and rural water supplies, 
environmental protection, a bold frontal attack of 
mau unemployment through the Directorate of 
Employment; and Privatisation and 
Commercialisation of Government Paranatal*.
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____<4 f A_ ____________  
Aikhomu: accused of corruption in the past Adebola 

a gradu-

NIGERIA g:
Brobes .
Still on the agenda
Chief of Army Staff's statement rekindles the debate on 

the merit of probing the military

Ibrahim: "You can't probe us"
■yy ieutenant General Salihu 

Ibrahim,chief ofarmystaff's
J I_ A bAay-Vay statement that
Civilian governors cannotprobe their 
military predecessor drew sharp re­
actions from public commentators 

1 lastweekwithmanycontendingthat 
the-army chief's pronouncement is 
symptomatic of the military's un­
willingness to subordinate itself to 
civil society. Although Ibrahim's 
claim was predicated on thefactthat 
an internal audit of the erstwhile 
public officers had been carried out 
and those found guilty had been 
weeded out of the system, many 
political analysts still believe that 
such audit may not have been thor­
ough enough havingregards to some 
"notorious cases" which remain 
unattended to. Even thearmychief's 
claim that a monitoring department

Citizen, May 11,1992

"the military has exhibited even 
more corruption, economicmisman- 
agement, abuse of office, human 
rights violation and executive law­
lessness". Incidentally, Ibrahim's 
statement came a week after a CLO 
public forum aimed at winning 
public support for its campaign.

A t the forum, which attracted jour­
nalists, lawyers, students, workers 
and representatives of market 
women, the issue was thoroughly 
debated. The organisation also re­
leased a publication entitled "Prob­
ing the military as an agenda for the 
Third Republic." In it, theCLO listed 
a numberof financial indiscretion of 
military officers who had held pub­
lic office and requested for a full 
scale open probe of the officers.

One significant resolution of the 
forum was the call on the two politi­
cal parties, the Social Democratic 
Party and the National Republican 
Convention, to make a categorical 
statement on the issue. But long ago, 
the two parties said they will not 
bother themselves with probing 
anybody because they would be pre­
occupied with the more important 
issue of implementing their pro­
grammes. A host of presidential 
aspirants too have echoed the par­
ties’ position. Even Malam Adamu 
Ciroma, who has elevated military 
bashing to the status of a campaign 
issue has said repeatedly that prob­

ing the military 
would be a past 
time for which he 
does not intend to 
indulge in. Politi­
cal analysts, are 
however of the 
view that the par­
ties and politi­
cians may have 
taken thisstand in 
order not to an­
tagonise the mili­
tary. “If they are 
haunted by the 
fear of a probe, 
they may refuse to 
g0» AJ-U-.

Tunde,

t|E '

£

that keeps tab on the 
activities of military 
officers holding po­
litical office exist in 
the office of the vice- 
president has not 
abated themounting 
tide of probe the 
military call. Their 
reason is tha t the vice 
president himself 
had been accused of 
corruption in the 
past.

Last week, the 
Civil Liberties Or­
ganisation, CLO, 
which had been in 
the forefront of the 
"probe-thc-mili- 
tary" campaign re­
plied Ibrahim. It 
argued that since the 
military itself always 
probed deposed ci­

vilian governments there is no rea­
son why they too should not be 
probed especially given the fact that



22 NIGER!

Bagu said that the cause of democ-

NLC

ate,motor driverreasoned last week. 
Not so for Chom Bagu, an assistant 
secretary with the Nigerian Union 
of Journalists, NUJ, who argued that 
no matter what the military thinks, 
it must be probed and made to face 
the full consequences of its past in­

iquities. For him, probing the mili­
tary will expose their corrupt ten­
dencies and give lie to their messi­
anic posture. On the issue of pacifi­
cation of the military and the need 
not to humiliate them out of power,

racy will be better served if the mil 
tary is in fact humiliated out t 
power. That way, he said, the mil 
tary will be dymstified and will n 
longer be able to hold democracy t 
ransome.

Patching up
For the federal government, 
the 1992 May Day celebra­
tions, was an opportunity to 
meet labour halfway, but the 
NLC, often suspected of 
playing the lapdog to gov­
ernment, is keen on playing 
the Oliver Twist

Bafyau: playing the lapdog?
106th anniversary of May Day uni­
versally, was, however obviously 
seen by the presidency as a day to 
forgive and forget, the president, 
clad in simple Kaftan, showed up- 
toothy smilesand all — waving what 
was unmistakably an olive branch.

His presidential address, chris­
tened "Salute to the Nigerian work­
ers" was apparently tailored to as­
suaged the frayed nerves of labour. 
Applauding what he called the 
"cumulative and collective contri­
butions of workers to Nigeria's 
development," thepresidentlaid the 
foundation stone of the NLC na­
tional secretariat complex in the new 
federal capital city and ordered the 
release of a 50 million Naira grant to 
facilitate its completion. But on a 
day when the president was deter­
mined to effect a thaw in worker­
government war of attrition, that 
was just a tip of the ice berg. Presi­
dent Babangida announced, the 
renaming of the Nigerian Institute 
of Labour Studies, NILS, llorin, after 
"labour leader number one", Chief 
Michael Imoudu, who is widely 
regarded in labour circles as a com­
mitted fighter for workers' rights, as 
well as the release of 87.5 million

By Bolaji Adebiy 
Naira balance of a 100 million Nair 
soft loan allocated to the trade un 
ions in the 1990 budget for thepui 
pose of establishing a transporta 
tion company to ease workers'prob 
lem of mobility. The president': 
action in that regard was significan 
as the issue of whether the loar 
should be disbursed directly tola 
bour or not, had generated consid 
erable bad-blood between the NLC 
and the Federal Urban MassTransil 
Agency, FUMTA.

Also included in the president's 
pacifica Hon package, was the allo­
cation of 10 per cent shares, fully 
paid-up by the federal government, 
in the newly established 800 million 
Naira Urban Development Bond­
donation of 30 passenger buses to 
municipal transport authorities In 
Lagos and 10 others for Abuja and 
the granting of 1 (X) per cent capiM 
allowances in the first year for misi 
transit coaches used for urban trans­
portation. A similar concession was 
granted in respect of new machin­
ery and equipment for use in the 
production of clay-bneks, tilesand 
mini-cement plants in what observ­
ers regard government's own way 
of showing that it was aware of the 
worsening transportation and hous­
ing crises in Nigeria's urban centres.

To combat unemployment, Presi­
dent Babangida waved before the 
workers a new scheme to ensure 
that road maintenance projects are 
executed by direct labour with 
matching grants of up to50,000Naira 
toeach of the589council areas jointly 
administered by the NLC, the Na­
tional Planning Commission, NPC, 
and the ministries of finance, works 
and labour.

E*pectedly, labour officials were 
happy at the president's conciliatory 
Posture last week. Salisu Moham- 
med, head of the industrial relations 
department of the Nigeria Labour

Citizen, May 11,1992

I XT XT V ben President Ibrahim 
\\AV Babangida stepped,

\y \/ Friday, May 1, into the
Abuja parade ground, not a few 
"comrades" thought it was all a mi­
rage. If the labour aristocrats bore 
blearily looks of surprise, they obvi­
ously had good enough cause. Since 
August 1985, when Babangida, a 
four-star general became president 
in a palace coup, he had avoided 
May Day celebrations like a plague. 
The highest level of governmental 
representation at the customary- 
yearly celebration of workers day 
ever conceded to the Nigerian La­
bour Congress (NLC) in the seventh 
Babangida years had been ministe­
rial. Often-times, government had

I infact intervened decisively to scale 
down the level of commemoration

I accorded the May Day celebration 
after Ike Nwachukwu,a retired two-

I star general and the then labour 
I minister, got stoned in 1988 by an- 
I gry workers protesting the adverse 
I consequence of government's de- I 
j regulatory policies on their lifesty- I 
I les. Government then viewed the 
i workers' action as disdainful and I 
I took steps to underminesubsequent I 
I May Day celebrations.

Friday, May L which marked the |
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Citizen, May 11,1992

prevalent in the economy, govern­
ment should pay 200 per cent across 
the board increase in wages, pen­
sions and benefits of workers."

administration had introduced a 
similar arrangement through the 
PriceControl Board (I’CB) Decrceof 
May 26 of tha t year. The PCB headed 
by the permanent secretary in the 
then federal ministry of trade and 
industries, however, fell into bad 
weather due to its perceived high­
handedness. The Murtala Moham­
med administration later showed it

I

L--J...:-:
Babangida: a truce with labour 

unions?
knotty issues remained unresolved 
last week. Prominentamong these is 
the issue of escalating cost of living, 
which labour, in a memorandum 
sent to the president, April 13, said 
had become more acute with the 
March 5 deregulation of the foreign 
exchange market, FEM. According 
to the NLC memo: "The extent of 
poverty has now become more acu te 
and widespread and has created a 
situation of near-destitution, social 
illusion and a loss of faith in the 
ability of the on-going economic 
reform measures to achieve their 
objectives".

Consequently, the central work­
ing committee of the congress had 
demanded thatgovernmentgoback 
to the pre-March 5 status quo and 
effect a 100 per cent increase in the 
salary and wage level of workers. 
"In thealtemative"zMohammed told 
Citizen last week, "If government, 
for its own reasons, refuses to go 
back, then we are saying that be­
cause of the rate of inflation which is

he workers did not stop at 
[ j that. In order toaddress the 

problem of the economy 
which they say is "drifting towards 
primitive subsistence", they want 
rents frozen; the Central Bank over­
hauled and modernised to "cope 
with an economy in crisis as well as 
the introduction of the two-tier ex­
change system, granting preferen­
tial rates to genuine manufacturers 
and producers and for the importa­
tion of basic essentials" explained 
Mohammed, "80 per centof the total 
revenue generated by government 
in foreign exchange should be de­
voted to factories, manufacturing 
concerns and owners of industry to 
boost employment generation and 
the productive sector of the econ­
omy".

Faced with the NLC's long list of 
demands, President Babangida di­
rected in his May Day address that 
the process of negotiations should 
be concluded by next week, but 
cautioned that labour should "resist 
extraneous procures for general 
wage increases" but explore "last­
ing remedies" for alleviating the 
suffering of workers without fuel­
ling inflation. By last week Wednes­
day, the NLC negotiating team led 
by Comrade Adams Oshimole, the 
congress,deputy natronalpresident, 
met at the Yaba headquarters of the 
movement to deliberate on strate­
gies for wringing major concessions 
from government. Citizen also gath­
ered that the federal government 
team would consist of officials from 
the labour and finance ministries, 
the national planning commission 
as well as the presidential economic 
advisory council.

Even as the machinery for nego­
tiation was being oiled last week, 
labour pundits were unanimous' 
that the resuscitation of the price 
monitoring board which was also 
announced by thepresidentmay not 
have any salutary effects on the 
negotiations. In 1970, the Gowon

Congress, NLC, told Citizen: "I 
would consider the last May Day the 
bestouting for the labour movement 
in the sense that we have had an oc­
casion to lay a solid foundation for 
the entire movement in terms of 
getting the necessary resources that 
would be able to get labour stabi­
lised and pursue programmes di­
rected consciously at improving the 
welfare of our members."

Even as workers reacted warmly 
to the president's initiative, several

Musa: better days? 
the way out. Dr. Mashud Fashola a 
University of Lagos economics 
teacher, however told Citizen that it 
is important that government con­
trols "unwarranted inflation" espe­
cially with regards to what he called 
commodities with "inelasticsupply­
demand curve".

Said Fashola "where supply can- 
not respond to increases in price, 
then, it is not reasonable to allow 
prices to be galloping. It would not 
solve theproblem of scarcity. So there 
is need for price regulation in such 
instances."

But NLC s Mohammed does not 
even see the president's kite-flying 
on the issue of price control as wor­
thy of serious consideration. He told 
Citizen: "I am very oblivious of its 
chances of succeeding judging from 
our previous experiences. If the then 
price control board did not succeed 
when there was no structural ad­
justment programme, then its 
chances of succeeding now are too 
slim to be given any serious atten­
tion." That may be a matter of per­
sonal opinion, but millions of Nige­
rian workers are anxiously waiting 
on the sidelines as government jaw­
jaws with labour this week.
________________By Tinka Telia
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on its feet" and the Culture and In 
formation ministry "in full support,'

& '"nl

Nigerian Publishers association 
Association of Nigerian Printer! 
Nigerian Libraries Association am 
nominees of the federal ministry o 
Education, and the federal ministr 
of Information and Culture, will 
Professor Ike as chairman, thefoun 
dation launched on April 28,1992; 
100 million Naira endowment font 
in Lagos to enable it face the ehal 
lenges ahead. With the ministryo 
Education promising "seedmoney* 
that of Petroleum and Natural Re 
sources "ready to assist in gettingi

As the book crisis turns full circle, the National Book 
Foundation throws in a challenge

“■r t began as one man's idea. But
I the former registrar of WAEC, 

JL former chancellor of the Uni­
versity of Benin and author of such 
highly rated novels as Toads for 
Supper", Expo '77, The Bottled Leopard 
amongst others, Professor Vincent 
Chukwuemeka Ike, knew the prob­
lem was too gargantuan for just an

. individual to handle. Stated Profes- 
spr Segun Adesina, director, Nige­
rian Educational Research and 
Development Centre (NERDC) in 
his report to the federal government 
in 1988: "The book crisis in Nigeria 
■has two major dimensions. The first

( is the.non-availability of books that
- -'lire in high demand while the sec- 
.. ond is the high cost of thebooksthat

-are available which makes these
- ’books virtually inaccessible to us- 

■i $rs". He put the cost of bookrequire-
’mentayearatalllevelsofeducation 
iat 3.1 billion Naira. And in another 
research commissioned by the Fed-

. eral Ministry of Education funded 
; by the World Bank and the British

. Overseas Development Administra­
tion (BODA), it was revealed that 
there is just one book to fifty pupils

; in Nigeria!
f.' ■ Says Ike, "In many developed 
' Countries, school textbooks account

■ ior not more than 25 per cent of the 
total annual output of books. In

... "Nigeria, they,currently constitute 
-about 90-95 per cent of the annual 
.dutput.Ifwearetoavertthislopsid-

•A -edness in favour of general books, 
'•* - indudingcreativewriting,thecoun- 

tfy would need hundreds of mil­
lions of copies of general books

-• ahnually, in addition to the hun­
dreds of millions of copies required 
for formal education...
' It is not as if attempts to meet 
such a target have not been done in 
the past. There was the Federal Book 

1-Aid Programme meant for primary 
J and post primary institutions in

which 220 million Naira was sunk, 
the World Bank loan of 120 million 
dollars for the universities book and 
equipment needs and NERDC's 
Book Development Centre which 
was to concern itself with develop­
ing and distributing textbooks to 
schools. But the effect on the book 
industry has remained salutory.

So in May 1990, 
Professor Chukwue­
meka Ike, convinced 
that the only way out of 
the quagmire would be 
an interdisciplinary ap­
proach which called for 
the establishment of a 
centralplanningcoordi- 
nating agency bringing 
together major profes­
sional groups in the 
book industry and the 
relevant government 
ministry and agencies, 
convened a meeting of 
writers, publishers, and 
representatives of vari­
ous professional groups 
in the book industry in 
Ibadan. Between June 
1990 and June 1991, the 
forum which elected a 
task force, held nine 
meetings and was 
granted four hearings 
by the Presidential Advisory Com­
mittee. On 16th July 1991, the task 
force opted for a non-governmental 
non-profit foundation status, and 
thus emerged the Nigerian Book 
Foundation with the aims of "pro­
moting the development of an in­
digenous book industry by moni­
toring and facilitating development 
in the key areas of authorship, pub­
lishing, printing, distribution, read­
ing culture and research documen­
tation".

Made up of representatives of 
the Association of Nigerian authors,

J -X
Z

Ike: hopeful
the foundation may well be set foi 
business even though private sccta 
participation remains shaky asm# 
of the "money bags" invited forint 
launching, never bothered to show 
up and the "feather weights" pres 
ent could only get together less that 
30,000 Naira on the spot. But main 
tains Prof. Ike, "the foundation’slOi 
million Naira endowment fund !• 
not a one shot affair. The fund re 
mains open at all times". Such stoi 
cism. Over to you book lovers.

By Oji Onoki 

Citizen, May HJ?

—k
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Kuti: "obnoxious decrees still intact"

Human Rights

Not Yet Uhuru

culosis, diarhoca and skin rashes at 
Makurdi prisons which houses 800 
inmates although it is designed to 
accomodate only 250, claimed nine

i it said, are awaiting trial. It noted 
frlnnfr IncF l/mr *ln ntikkrnnl* C —

r f anything, the select audience 
of informally dressed joumal- 

J L ists, lawyers students and uni­
versity lecturers who clustered into 
one of the seminar rooms of the 
Nigerian Labour Congress, NLC, 
April 18, knew they were in for 
launching of a different kind. Apart 
from numerous speeches drenched 
in fury, fists clenched in protest and 
faces laden with hope for a better 
tomorrow, not much return was 
expected in terms of Naira and kobo.

Top on the agenda was the 
launching of the 1991 annual report 
of the Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights (CDHR). Directing 
affairs from the raised dais was Mr. 
Kanmi Isola Osobu, lawyer to mav­
erickmusician, Fela Anikulapo Kuti, 
who held brief for some time for Mr. 
Alao Aka Basorun, a past chairman 
of the Nigerian Bar Association: He 
had company in Dr. Beko Ransome 
Kuti, CDHR's national president, 
Mr. S. O. Wey, the first secretary to 
the federal government, Mr. Femi 
Falana, chairman of the National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers

operation as at December last year.
The CDHR report had a gory 

story to tell about the conditions of 
prison inmates, 60 per cent of whom

CDHR's 1991 annual report points sordid picture of the human 
rights situation in Nigeria as CLO, its sister organisation, holds a 

public forum to decry lack of probity in public life

Falana: "all sorts of complaints” 

Citizen, May 11,1992

_ I lives. Also reflected in the CDHR 
of the CDHR, treated matters relat- 1 
ing to the abuse of human rights 
under separa to chaptersdealing with 
death penalty and the right to life; 
torture, press freedom and freedom 
of expression, arbitrary detentions, 
extra judicial killings, prison condi­
tions and harassment of human 
rights activists and critics. Also 
addressed in the 44-page document 
are issues pertaining to abuse of the 
rule of law, political repressions, as 
well as progress recorded in the year 
under reference in the promotion of 
the social, economic and cultural 
rights of Nigerians.

In a foreward signed by Dr. Beko 
Ransome Kuti, CDHR said it found 
that human rights "are still in chains" 
added Beko: "Those decrees e.g. 
Decree 1,2,3,5,7,13,and 17of 1984 | 
that have put human rights in abey­
ance are still intact. Infact elected 
governors are... operating such j 
undemocratic decrees" According ' 
to the CDHR, not less than 40 de- I 
crecs that oust the operations of 
regular courts were effectively in

report is what it regards as the ac- 
quiscence of certain elements in the 
judiciary to abuse the rule of law by 
the executive arm of government.

Arguing that the present ad­
ministration's pledge to tackle "cor­
ruption from its roots, revitalize the 
economy and protect human rights" 
has been no more than mere words, 
the CLO forum said it was "of abso­
lute importance to subordinate the 
military as an institution to civil so­
ciety and open up all hidden crimes 
committed against the popular will". 
Although the arguments of those 
who argued that since "the military 
itself always probed deposed civil­
ian governments.... they too should 
be probed since they have exhibited 
even more corruption, economic 
mismanagement, abuse of office, 
human rights violations and execu­
tive lawlessness" was defeated, it 
was obvious from the mood of par- 

! ticipantsat the forum that for a long 
j while to come, there can be no love 

lost between the human rights bod-
I ies and the country's military rulers. 

___________________ By Yinka Telia |

(NADL) and Mr. Clement 
Nwankwo, president of 
Constitutional Rights Project (CRP).

"My clients are a funny lot/' 
began Kanmi Isola Osobu as he 
grabbed the microphone to an- 
nouncehisdonationof 1,000 Naira”. 
Mirth, laced with prolonged ap­
plause, greeted what was expected 
to be the major donation of the day. 
But that was before the arrival of the 
substantive chairman of the occas- 
sion, Mr. Alao Aka-Bashorun. j that last year, an outbreak of tubcr- 
Basorun, donated 2,000 Naira, to 
bring total receipts, a little closer to 
5,000 Naira.

Titled "Human Rights situation 
in Nigeria", the 1991 annual report
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Niger State

1963 Pop. Local Govt. 1991 PopLocal Govt Diff. % Increase % Increase P.A.
52,153 AgaieAgaie 33,127 23.52%

286/254Chanchaga 301,698 112.47% 4.02% "

196,963 275,172Gbako 78,109 39.71% 1.42% "

88,172

2.69% "

188,130 342,197 154,067 81.89%Lavun 2.92% "

116,411 433,430 317,019 272.33%.Mariga 9.73% "

85,280

(Chanchaga) 569,952

Lapai 
Magama

49,783
147,966

(Mariga) 
(Wushishi)

(Lavun)
(Mokwa)

(Shiroro) 
(Bosso) 
(Paikoro)

38,388
259,251

77.11%
111,285

(Gbako)
(Bida)

2.75% " 
75.21%

(Lapai) 
(Magama) 
(Rijau)

local government area within 
state.

It is pertinent, at this stage,! 
state that the employment of con 
puters and high-tech equipment! 
the conduct of the exercise canno 
IPSO FACTOR, be taken as guarar 
teeing an accurate and acccptab! 
census exercise. Computers ar 
merely machines that depend a 
human beings to feed them will 
information for processing and a 
the saying goes "if you feed ingai 
bage you get garbage out".

It is in the light of this that I fwi 
the population growth in some ar 
ea s of N i ger S ta to to ta 1 ly u nrealism 
unacceptable,and unlessthcanoma 
lies are rectified, the result ought!' 
be rejected by all lovers of thestt’f 
It seems clear from the breakdow 
of the figures for the state that then 
was a deliberate effort to redistnb 
ute the population of the statearb. 
trarily or how else can one expla*1 
the following scenario that hi 
emerged:-

By Babakpotun Shaba Emi Kafa, 
_________ Loncita Bida__________  
ration for the conduct of the exer­
cise. Computers and other high- 
tech equipment were brought into 
the country, all in an effort to assure 
the nation that this time around, the 
exercise will be carried out thor­
oughly and acceptable result pro­
duced with the aid of these comput­
ers and high-tech equipment.

The census was conducted in 
the latter part of 1991 and the result 
was released by the president him­
self after confirmation by the Armed 
Forces Ruling Council. The presi­
dent and the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council naturally expressed their 
satisfaction with the conduct of the 
census and confirmed the national 
population to be 88, 514, 501. Hap­
pily for the nation, the government 
was gracious enough to allow de­
tailed release of the figures for each 
state and even more gracious was 
the release of the figures for each

Census ’91 and Niger State
hen the Babangida 
administration an­
nounced its transition

to civil rule programme it included 
the conduct of a national census as 
one of the items on its agenda. Be­
cause previous census exercises have 
genera tedsomuch controversies and 
heat, to the extent of threatening the 
corporate existence of this country, 
many people thought the inclusion 
of the census exercise in the transi­
tion programme was unwise. The 
government, however, ignored the 
reservations expressed by such 
people and doggedly stuck to its 
decision to conduct the census, 
promising that this time around it 
would produce acceptable results. 
In line with its determination it es­
tablished the National Population 
Commission and appointed Alhaji 
(Dr) Shehu A. Musa, Makaman Nupe, 
as its chairman.

The commission, soon after its 
inauguration embarked on very 
elaborate arrangement and prepa-

2.26% p.a.

Citizen. May'1,1
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1.00% "28.08%23,272Rafi 116,16082,888 Rafi

2.43% "67.92%69,238171,197Suleja 101,959

% Increase P.A.Diff. % Increase1991 Pop.Emirate 1963 Pop.

2.15%60.32%232,276617,369Bida Emirate 385,093

Kontagora
5.79%428,301 162.01%692,681264,377

112.47% 4.43%301,698569,952268,254Minna

67.91%101,959 171.197 2.43%Suleja

106,160 23,272 28.08%Rafi 82,888 1.00%

52,153 85,280 33,127 63.52%Agaie 2.26%

88,172 38,38849,784 77.11%La pal 2.75%

Citizen. May 11,1992

DISCOURSE

Chanchaga) 
Shiroro) 
Bosso) 
Paikoro)

Suleja)
Gurara)

Bida) 
Gbako) 
Lavun) 
Mokwa)

69,238

If false or wrong information, as 
is very strongly suggested in the 
case of Niger State, was supplied 
and fed into computers then obvi­
ously the computers will dutifully 
supply false or wrong results.

The UN universally accepted an­
nual population growth rate for the 
West African sub-region of the Afri­
can continen t range between 1.9 per 
cent and three per cent while the av­
erage for the continent as a whole is 
2.7 per cent. Thus the population 
increases awarded to Mariga and 
Chanchaga local government areas 
by the 1991 census cannot by any 
stretch of the imagination be demo- 
graphically justified and it makes a 
mockery of whole exercise. One is

equally at a loss to find justification 
for the unacceptably low growth rate 
awarded to former Gbako and Rafi 
local government areas when these 
areas havenot suffered any outbreak 
of epidemic diseases or other disas­
ters between 1963 and 1991.

It is strongly advised with all sense 
of responsibility that in the rigorous 
post - enumeration tests, surveys 
and checks which has been prom­
ised before the final figures are re­
leased all these clearly are unnatural 
and unacceptable anomalies will be 
rectified otherwise, this census will 
suffer the same fate of rejection as its 
predecessors.

hether we like to accept 
it or not, whether the 
total population figure 

for 1963 was arrived at through ne­
gotiation or otherwise is irrelevant. 
It was, until the announcement and 
acceptance of the 1991 figures by 
this administration, the officially 
recognised population figure for this 
country. The primary instrument 
used toarriveat the 1963 figures was 
that the same instrument used to 
arrived at the 1991 figures — that is 
human enumerators. Computers did 
not visit our homes to enumerate us. 
We were enumerated by human 
beings and it was the information 
they supplied that were collected 
and fed into the computers.

Mariga)
Wushishi)
Magama)
Rijau)

(Suleja).
(Gurara) ___________________ i__________ ________________ _

Note.-That by 1991 additional local governments were created out of the local government areas existing in 1963. Thus the local j 
governments shown under column three were carved out of and occupy the same geographical land mass as Chanchaga, I 
Gbako, Magama, Lavun, Mariga and Suleja under column one.

Treating the figures on the basis of the former emirates of the state, the picture is as follows:
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Kabiru Gaya

A

Governor Kabiru Gaya reveals his hopes 
for the future of Kano State

Encounter

J

Right wing populist (II) I
figures, but that is the federal government's dedsiKL | 
Ae have agreed that we cannot change the federal 
government's decision. Another decision cf the federal 
government is that any property based in any of the . 
states should belong to that stare. Both of us have signed 
an undertaking that each state should take control of 
such equipment located in its area, until such state wu :

Gaya: "I admire Sardauna" 
be able to pay compensation to the other state. 
Citizen:That sounds to me as if you will wait until you 
have money to pay Jigawa its due.
Gaya: Likewise Jigawa, it will pay us back our own due. 
Citizen: But I think Kano being the older state, quite 
clearly is at an advantage.
Gaya:You see, the advantage is not there, you don't 
think of it that way simply because we have more 
property, you see we are having a balancing of assets. 
Jigawa has some property and nothing to maintain but 
with us we have a lot of things to maintain and that will 
cost us more. We have a water treatment plant which is 
costing us over three million Naira monthly to maintain 
and provide water to Kano metropolitan alone, while 
Jigawa State does not have any of such water treatment 
plants, but assuming they want to build a new one, they 
will build it with modern technology and they will not

Citizen, May 11,1992

itizen: You have just returned from Wash­
ington, where you negotiated for a World 
Bank loan, which in itself has acquired 

some negative connotation in Third World countries. 1 
i What is therationalefor  the loan. Peopleareworriedon 
• whether we can pay all these money back.

Gaya: The reason forpc-ople's fear of World Bank loans i 
is usually because those loans received earlier were not 
utilised for the purpose they were meant for, but I tried 1 
to change the impression during my visit I told the 
officials of the bank that I will need their staff to stay 
with us for the period of the execution of these projects i 
and I also requested for the staff of the federal govern­
ment to come and supervise the project, and I told them ! 
that before we request for the disbursement, certain ! 
progress would be made from the first disbursement I 
before the next can come in. Secondly, I do things ! 
according to priority. Principally the loans are meant to ’ 
rehabilitate these roads, but I said no I would like to 
construct at least 40 per cent new roads and 60 per cent 
rehabilitation. Initially, the agreement is five per cent 
newroadsand 85 per cent rehabilitation and when I got 
elected I changed this formula. People have been doubt­
ing past government's request for loan because it had 
been wrongly utilised and lagree with them.butlassure 
everybody this loan will be used effectively.
Citizen.-Youhave several sick state parastatals in Kano 
State and your party believes in free enterprise. Given 
the current federal government privatisation and com­
mercialisation efforts, do you want to set up such 
programme in the state?
Gaya: Well, we certainly do, but you see sometimes the 
programme of privatisation and commercialisation is 
good, but if a project is being run by the government that 
government should continue with it, but any organisa­
tion orparastatal thatdoesn'tyieldrevenuethegovem- 
ment will have no option than to privatise it, but with j 
those yielding profits, there is no point privatising them. I 
Citizen: There are some confusion about assets sharing 
between Kano and Jigawa, initially there was a white- 

| paper that says 56 and 44, per cent of the asset will be 
I given to each of the two states.

J Giya: The issue is clear, there has never been any 
b controversy. It was some of the newspapers that were 
f trying to mess up things between myself and my col- 

'I league in Jigawa State. The issue is clear and that the
I federal government has set up a committee for asset 

'Luring but I don't know how they come up with these 
Wgilres, they gave us some criteria for arriving at such I
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own measures 
suffering?

Gaya: We certainly need the assistance of the federal 
government.
Citizen:Has the federal government committed itself to 
the payment?
Gaya: The federal government is willing to assist, cer­
tainly you know the riot is not the making of Kano State, 
it is a disaster that came. The federal government should 
be able to assist not only in this situation but where the 
state demands its assistance.
Citizen:Talking about the federal government, the visit 
of President Babangida to Kano, and your your recent 
tripincompany of Mr. President to Germany has started 
giving the impression that.you have special relation 

Citizen, May 11,1992

ENCOUNTER__________________
spend up to ten per cent of that amount, so you have to 
weigh things not really the advantages of having more 
property, but even their maintenance costs.So whatever 
structure they are putting up they will do it in accor­
dance with the modem technology though it may be 
small. So that issue of disadvantages or ad van tages does 
not arise. Even if the ratio of the two states is 60 to 40, one 
can even say that the asset sharing is not fair to us. 
Citizen: What is the committee set up to seek for relig­
ious harmony doing? Secondly, six months after the 
October1991 riot, there are still families which had lost , 
a lot of houses and properly and are still displaced. 
What is your position as regards compensation?

aya: We are trying to make people understand 
(I that we need to co-exist in Kano Sta to in peace, 

where we will not have any kind of religious 
crisis. I have met with the Ulania and the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, CAN. They agreed with me that 
there will be peace and stability in the state. 1 have also 
set up a committee to hold talks with the community 
leaders to enlighten them that Kano belongs to every­
body. We need people from other states to come and 
trade in Kano and now with the federal capital having 
moved to Abuja, and Kano Airport is the nearest, there 
will be more business movement and more people from 
abroad will be coming in and a lot of business will 
flourish in Kano. We have called on those people who 
were displaced to return and some have yielded to the 
calls because Kano is their home. We have started 
compiling names of those who were affected and as 
soon as possible we will start disbursement of compen­
sation.
Citizen: Is it the federal government that will pay them 
or the Kano government?

Sa'ad: "jigawa has also its advantages” 

with the federal government.
Gaya: No, no, you sec it Is not a kind of special relation. 
All the governors are equal, we arc his little brothers. He 
took me along with the Osun State governor, simply as

. an example of democracy in action in Nigeria. For in­
stance, the Osun State governor and myself were both in 
one car in Germany and this portrayed Nigeria as hav­
ing a good democratic system, that is why he took us 
along with him, not because he has any special relation­
ship with me.
Citizen: During the Eid-el-fitr prayer, the Emir of Kano 
called on the federal government to reduce the suffering 
of the people and the federal government has come up 
with certain measures which are supposed to bring 
sonic relief. Does the Kano State government has its

I followed the principle of Malam Aminu, I visited the s^ffering?1^15 t0 niiuCt people s 

villages on a house to house campaign, telling them my Gaya: The federal government has ! 
programmes, asking them about their problems and telling started this and 1 believe it has a 
them what I can do and that is how the right side of the party PackaSc to relieve people's prob- 
succeeded. Even if one is to consider it, the left have failed all ^"XngitsVesTXXSte 

overtheworld, the mighty Soviet Union has fallen, Germany is planning on how to get prices 
has merged and SO on. ‘ reduced and 1 will like the federal

----- government too to assist us on this. 
Citizen: The emir, specifically, 

mentioned releasinggrain from the stores.does the state 
have any reserve grains in the store to relieve people's 
hardship?
Gaya: We have no grain in reserve, but let's assume we 
have, the issue is not that alone. Even if you distribute 
one ton of grains per local government, that will still not 
solve any problem, the prices of other commodities are 
also going out of the reach of the common people. The 
govemmentreally has to come up with a better solution. 
The issue of grain is not the only solution, but it's one of 
the solution and we intend to work on it.

__ ___________________________By Kabiru Yusuf
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Fuel crisis

a

Aminu: oily affair 

publicity on tho incident was scanty 
and those public officers who spoke 
were much taciturn and would not 
confirm the number of deaths. Mr. 
Womiloju Ona Are, national secre­
tary, Road Transport Employers 
Association of Nigeria, who put the

fuel to do"?
According to a source from the 

Road Transport Employers Associa­
tion, headquarters, at Orcgun, the i 
crisis would not have taken place, if ! 
it were not for President Ibrahim i

Babangida's call for Nigerians to 
revolt. Babangida has urged con­
sumers to "rise and resist new 
prices", but did not indicate what 
form and method, the resistance I 
should take.

However, considering the au­
thorities’ handling of the April 30, 
incidence, it was apparent there was ; 
an attempt to downplay its effect, !

Fuel scarcity resulting in hike in transport fares, 
started a revolt by commuters in Ogun and Lagos 
states

ir Micheal A. Otedola, the 
Lagos State governor, was 
visibly upset last week as he 

addressed a press conference in 
Lagos. He was reacting to the April, 
30, clash between commuters and 
conductors that resulted in death, 
arson and looting of property.

According to eye witness ac­
counts, the crisis started over the 
non-acceptance of the one Naira 
notes which according to Central 
Bank directives would cease to be a 
legal tender in three days time. This 
stirred controversy between com­
muters and molue conductors. The 
voiceof a conductor announcing fare 
increase was the last straw.

A battle line was immediately 
drawn between commuters on one 
hand and the drivers and conduc­
tors on the other. And within a few 
hours many buses had been burnt 
and many lives lost. By the follow- ! 
ing day May 1, Wale Falopc, a staff i 
of Onola Chemical Industries, who 1 
lives at Abule Egba was reportedly 
killed in the fracas. One Daniel 
Akpan of the Presidential Industry, 
Iganmu, was at last week still miss­
ing. Bottomline of the crisis was fuel. 
Ganiyu Adelola, secretary of the 
National Union of Road and Trans­
port Workers, Oshodi branch told 
Citizen last week that some molue 
drivers went as far as Abeokuta in 
Ogun State to buy diesel, so drivers 
were not to blame. Said he: "What 
do you expect from a driver who 
has suffered and paid so much to get '

I

damaging a police post, two Wcma 
Bank buildings, a NITEL building 
and tho secretariat of both the Na- 

■ tional Republican Convention 
' (NRC) and the Social Democratic 

Party (SDP) at Agege.
Interestingly enough the riot­

ing took place within the hinter­
land, of the route on which the first 
incident occurred and did not 
spread into the Lagos metropolis. 
Isaac O. Akinmoyede, the State Po­
lice Command public relation offi­
cer confirmed to Citizen that two 

j persons died, but he refused further 
comments.

However, a source at the Okc- 
Odo Pam market, where one of the 

I victims died, revealed to Citizen 
I that the man died of bullet wounds. 
, The killing, according to the source, 
‘ infuriated the mob into burning the 
! Otta Road, Okc Odo police postand 
I other affected buildings. The Lagos 
l fracas was the precursor to protests 

in some other states in the federa­
tion. In Port-Harcourt, the River State 
capital, students vent their spleen 
on commercial buses and public 
buildings, destroying them in pro­
test against a 100 per cent increase in 
fares. Also in Ogun State, 35 persons 
were arrested after rioters attacked 
the Otta council headquarters and 

i the Plaza Hotel, Otta and burnt four 
; vehicles, shops and looted ware- 
. houses in the town.

Last week, the federal govern­
ment set up an eight-man judicial 
committee headed by Alfa Bolgore 
to examine the causes of fuel short­
age nationwide. Already reports 
speak of apprehension at the Victo­
ria Island headquarters of tho Nige­
ria National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) over fears that some top 
officials might be indicted. Citizen 
investigation at the NNPC head­
quarters last week revealed that 
there wore undertones of edginess 
on the term of reference spelt out to 
the panel, especially the one that 
seeks to identify any person ad­
judged guilty of dereliction of duty 
or negligence in production, refill­

number of deaths at five, blamed the j 
president for the incidence. Accord- I

I ing to him, the president had earlier ! 
| sensitised the people to reject any i

arbitrary price increase
Last week's nationwide pro- j 

tests heightened the seriousness of I 
the situation . In Lagos the April 30 ! 
incident assumed a more frighten- I

, ing dimension four days later when i — “• production, rcnii-
! commuters went on the rampage, I importation and distribution

Citizen, May 11, 1992



31

EB5 MIStluA pm;. ,CEMA goes public

Allied Bank

il
A step 
toward

By Samson Ojo 
with Tayo Ud uni ami

Samuel Olaycmi of Negotiable Finance signs while 
Alhaji Umoru of CEMA and others watch 

lion Naira. wares such as water clos-
The company pro- ets, hand basins, pedestals,

duces ceramic sanitary bidets, urinals and sinks.

Mr. AnozieOttah, the corporation's 
director of information, promised 
to do everything possible to combat 
the presen t fuel sea rci ty. Mea n while, 
as Nigerians anxiously wait for the 
Alfa Belgore Judicial Commission 
to find things out, the question on

everybody's lips is whether Nigeri­
ans have seen the last of fuel scarci­
ties.

tionofitshead officebuild­
ing in Lagos.

The bank intends to 
raise its share capital to 
minimum of 50 million 
Naira for commercial 
banks prescribed by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN). The arrangement 
for the publicsubscription 
was concluded last week 
at the bank's completion 
board meeting which took 
place at Eko Le Meridian, 
Lagos.

The debenture is to 
float at 4.5 per annum 
above the Central Bank of

of the company, Alhaji M. 
S. Umoru and the manag­
ing director of the issuing 
house, Negotiable Finance 
Limited, Mr. Samuel B. 
Olayemi.

The Ceramic Manu­
facturers Nigeria Pic was 
incorporated as a private 
liability company in July 
1980 with an authorised 
share capital of five mil- mr

-
1’

Kano based 
company, Ce­
ramic Manu­

facturers Nigeria Pic is of­
fering for public subscrip­
tion 60 million shares of 50 
kobo each at 80 kobo per 
share

The agreement for 
sales of the shares has been 
signed between the chair­
man and chief executive

BUSINESS & ECONOMY
process of petroleum products and 
suggesting appropriate actions to be 
taken against such persons. The 
co rporation'sseniorofficial in charge 
of publicrelation, Mr. Agbah Anozie 
was not available for comments.

A press statements signed by

A Hied Bank Nige- 
ria Pic is shop- 

4 Ik pit's i°r mil­
lion Naira debenture 
stock and 100 million or-, 
dinary shares of 50 kobo 
each at 52 kobo per share. 
This is to enable the bank 
to adequately capitalise 
itself in the competitive 
financial market while the 
bank, through the float­
ing rate redeemable se­
cured debenture stock 
Issue hopes to re-structure 
itsbalancesheetby financ­
ing existing borrowings 
utilised for the construc-

Citizen, May 11,1992

ankXerox,Nige­
ria's leading 
marketerof copi­

ers, electronic typewriters, 
fax machine and plan 
printers has recently ex­
panded its product range 
with the launch of Xerox 
5088 copier which be­
comes the biggest range of 
copiers in Nigeria. The ; 
xerox 5088 copier is de- 1 
scribed as a study, reliable 
high volume copier that j 
has the ability to handle ; 
big and complex tasks 
quickly and at the same ,

Nigeria Minimum Redis­
count Rate (MMR) ad­
justed from time to timeas 
the MMR changes subject 
to a minimum of 14 per 
cent and a maximum of 28 
per cent.

ipany pro- 
ilc sanitary

Xerox launches copier
time almost completely 
eliminate downtime 
which is a common fea­
ture of less study copiers.

Xerox 5088 copier can 
make an incredible 92 
copiers per minute on 
plain paper and 46 from 

i continous computer 
forms, and has facility for 

i pre-programmingofupto 
9 complex tasks. It has an 

1 on-line and off-line sta­
pling capability with a de­
stapler as well as a 30,000 
stitch capacity.
______ Tola Sunday
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National oil launches Hervella

oil is the answer to all the

i ... 1

J

Jcga: Looking inwards

-Building Society

banking comes north 
.wc months ago, 
•;hi> Abuja Build- 
ibg Society lim- 
pencd its glass 

'doors to customers at its 
headquarters along AU 

.AkUu road, Kaduna. It 
was the first such mort- 

>gage finance institution 
to be located inthenorth- 

. em states under the new 
national’housrng policy.

'. AiSSultimatelymtendsto 
■ raqcate its headquarters 
’ to Ab«ja> but is presently 
•rising to the challenges of 
"thelargeKaduna market.

Presently, ABSoffers 
ara^geofservicesinclud- 
ing Ioans to finance the 

' rttastrucnon or purchase 
^totTWiercial and resi- v 

g^^l^iidings, im-__

- ••

1‘ l u

:V

e^~\ ,=^=’ ational Oil and 
ii \\ p Chemical Mar- 

\j keting Company 
Plchas introduced into the ' 
market its new multi 
m =

was
■ public awareness and en­

lighten

By Abu Mommoh 

rates, and difficulties in 
obtaining certificates of oc­
cupancy. Alhaji Abbas 
said "with thederegulated 
interest rale structure, 
interest rate regimes tend 
to move upward. This 
limits the ability of mort­
gage institutionstoattract 
significant funds to pro­
vide affordable housing 
loans to the people. In 
other words, the higher the 
interest rate, the fewer the 
people who. can. benefit 
from housing loans".

The general manager 
of ABS also urged govern­
ment to "encourage re­
search institutes to find al­
ternatives to: imported 
building materials with a 
view to making housing 
development cheaper and 
afford able to citizens". He 
also urged thegovemment 
to "make the process of 
obtaining title to land less 
cumbersome".

Citizen, May 11, 1992

March, business has been 
brisk, although there arc 
understandable snags. 
Alhaji Abbas Jega, general 
manager of ABS, told 
Citizen, that "people are 
very keen to know how to 
own their own houses. 
Unfortunately, many be­
lieve they can just come 

| and get a loan. When you 
tell them that they have 
to save In order to qual ify 
for a loan, they become 
less keen"..

Other problems be­
devilling the national 
housing policy, the gen­
eral manager thinks, in­
clude the high cost of 
building materials, de­
regulation of interests

---------\ increase 
equipment life span, cost 

j saving and higher effi- 
| ciency resulting from 
' economy of pack and us- 
1 ageof single oil for all ma­

chine parts.
The product which 

has been prepared to meet 
the highest international 
standard is available in 
economy pack of 20 litres 
at 450 Naira.

Mr. Stephen Sani, di­
rector-general, Kaduna 
state ministry of agricul- 

■ ture launched the new oil 
| a tan impressive ceremony 

I recently at Durbar Hotel, 
~j Kaduna.A

Director-General, Kaduna State ministry of agriculture, Mr. Stephen Sani, launching , 
the new Shell Haruella oil

BUSINESS BRIEFS

j purpose agricultural trac­
tor lubricant, the Shell

■ Harvella Oil S20W/40.
The company's lubri- i 

cant sales representative I

provement and repair of 
such buildings, and financ­
ing employee housing 
schemes. It also has 
schemes for general mort­
gage priority and junior 
savings.

Since its opening in

1

| Dauda A. Musa said the | farmersTubricantrequire- 
• launching was to create i ments. Hesaid theadvan-

’ I tages of the new lubricant 
w farmers on the | include optimum farm 

existence of the product i yic*ld through functional 
adding that Shell Harvella equipment,

saving and higher effi-
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Banda: moment of decision

Citizen, May 11,1992 4-

AFRICA —
Malawi
For whom the bell tolls

Two days of violent demonstrations 
gave old man Banda a real shaking

just. The reaction of the government 
in Lilongwe wasto say that anybody 
who opposed it would be turned 
into "meat for crocodiles". Mr. 
Chihana would not be intimidated 
and he took off for home through 
South Africa.

He was armed with a prepared 
speech, which he intended to read 
out at Lilongwe airport. One report 
said that he arrived the Malawian 
capital on the same fligh t as the Sou th 
African ambassador to Malawi. No 
sooner had Mr. Chihana alighted 
from the plane and begun reading

ife President Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda has more 
than old age to worry about. 

His official age is 86 but he may be 
older.

Since last March, the opposition 
cowed for long time by Mr. Banda's 
strong hand has been stirring. It 
began with a pastoral letter pub­
lished by Malawi's Catholic bish­
ops, in which they criticised Mr. 
Banda's one-party rule, absence of 
basic individual freedoms and cor­
ruption in high places. They then 
called for multi-party democracy, 

which the president and 
his Malawi People's Con­
gress consider anathema 
to them.

Government con­
demned the message from 
the pulpit as seditiousand 
all the eight bishops who 
signed the letter were ar­
rested and questioned by 
the police for several hours 
before being released. Last 
month, an Irish parish 
priest was deported after 
few hours' notice that he 
should leave Malawi.

All this time the op­
position in exile said noth­
ing until last month when 
Chakufwa Chihana, sec­
retary-general of the 
Southern African Trade 
Unions Coordinating Council 
(SATUCC), announced in Zambia 
that he was returning to Malawi to 
campaign for multi-party democ­
racy.

He said then that he was ready 
to die in defence of the cause he was 
fighting because he believed it was

his speech than security men ac­
costed him and took him away in a 
waiting car. He was driven directly 
into detention, where he has re­
mained incommunicado.

The government turned deaf 
ears to international pleas for Mr. 
Chihana's release. But just when it

thought the pressure had eased, a 
much bigger trouble started. On. 
Wednesday, May 6, Malawian 
workers took to the streets of Blan- 
tyre, the old capital and nearby 
Timbe, protesting against poor pay.

The protests soon turned ugly, I 
wi th protesters burning government , 
buildings, vehiclesand shopsowned 
by government officials, including [ 
those of the Private Trust Company j 
(PTC) believed to be owned by Presi- | 
dent Banda himself. The looting and . 
destruction continued the follow- , 
ing day.

Incidentally, it was that day that 
a judge in the Chihana case ordered 
that he be brought to court to hear 
the charge that the police would 
bring against him. A bigcrowd gath- I 
ered outside the Lilongwehigh court 
to see "the brave man". Mr Chihana's 
lawyer, Basuko Muhango said the 
people numbered about 6,000. In the 
event, Mr Chihana was not in court 

and the crowd became 
agitated, chanting and 
moved into the streets.

According toanother 
report, the crowd directed 
their frustration at pass­
ing motorists, particu­
larly government offi­
cials. Police moved m in 
full show of force. In one 
instance, they threw tear­
gas into the paediatrics 
wing ofa hospital, killing 
one new born baby. Un­
official casualty figures 
were put at io'killed in 
Lilongwe and about30 in 
Blantyre and hundreds 
injured.

Expectedly, the gov­
ernment has dismissed 
the demonstration as the , 

handiwork of criminals who "had 
taken advantage of a labour issue" 
According to spokesman, Tony 
Mwenta, government does not feel 
itself under threat. A familiar boast­
ing by all dictorial governments!

By Tawey Zakka 
with agency reports
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Madani: FIS Leader

political groupsince 1990. It was |

Algeria

Not free to be

■ ■

1 ... ‘
F

a border town last November. Ten 
people were reported killed in the 
raid.

The current spate of arrest and 
conviction of FIS members last week 
was exactly a week after FIS was 
outlawed by the Supreme Court. On

p ■' M

AFRICA
waiting to complete a comprehen­
sive victory in the second round of ■ 
the general elections, having re­
corded a landslide victory in the first 
round, when the military-backed 
council took over from former Presi­
dent Chadli Benjedid.

i In response to that grand ar­
rangement between the military and 
the security council which took over 
government, FIS called for na­
tionwide protest against the gov­
ernment. The pro tests, which in some 
cases went violent led tothearrestof 
all the group's leaders and sympa­
thizers like Imams. Thousands are 
still in detention.

The climax of the trial comes up 
next month, when FIS leaders are 
expected to make an appearance in 
court. These include its leader Abassi 
Madani and his deputy, Ali Belhadj 
along with 5 others. They are to 
appear before a tribunal in Blida 
near Algiers on a charge of "armed 
conspiracy against the state". Thatis 
how the government reduced the 
disturbances thatgreeted thecancel- 

| lation of the second round of elec­
tions. Yet, trouble is not quite over.

A sign of what will likely domi- 
• nate the future wasgi ven when inan 
apparent response to the call for 

' protest against the governing coun­
cil, a bomb blast occurred in the aty

I In the courtroom, around the cities, the High Secu- 
rity Council wouldn't let members of FIS live

of Constantine. There has also been 
intermittent battles between people 
and security agencies. These pitch 
battles are likely to escalate into a 
full blown affair when Madani leads 
theothers to the tribunal. Something 
akin to both the hunted and the 
hunter not being free.

By Rabiu Barde 
with agency reports

Citizen, May 11,1992

he military-backed High 
Security Council in Alge­
ria is fighting from all 

angles—anddirty too. In whatcould 
be regarded as extreme show of 
abuse of power, thegovemment has 
turned the haunting and hunting of 
selective individuals for capital 
punishment into a pastime. The 
battered IslamicSalvation Front, FIS 
still remains thecoundl'smain prob­
lem and it looks as though the coun­
cil wants them out of the way before 
heading to other more fundamental 
issues.

Last week, the over a year old 
crackdown on the FIS resumed — 
some might say entered its final 
stage. Only that the remnants of FIS 
that are free have continued to keep 
faith in the struggle. Members of FIS 
who were arrested when violence 
broke out last December started to 
have their cases dealt with in mili­
tary tribunals with a verdict that is 
sure to shock the world. The situ­
ation in the country itself is so tense 
that violence may erupt anytime.

Following the first ruling of the 
military tribunal in which 13 FIS 

. members were sentenced to death 
the country was in a sort of mourn­
ing mood, forcing the government 
to send troops into places that are 
regarded as "fundamentalistareas''. 
Fighting broke out in one of such 
places rounded by the securitymen; 
explosion from the outskirts of Algi­
ers was reported, confirming that 
government is still on the prowl. 
Various groups, all said to be mem- 

I bers of FIS are awaiting trial by the 
I same military tribunal. In one of the 

reported cases, the prosecution is < 
praying the court to pronounce a i 
death sentence against 15 persons I 
allegedtohavetakenpartinaraidin | ;

A sign of what will likely dominate 
the future Was given when in an appar­
ent response to the call for protest 
against the governing council, a bomb 
blast occurred in the city of Con- 
stantine.
April 29, the Supreme Court decided 
to uphold the verdict of a high court 
which had earlier adjudged FIS an 
illegal organisation. The security 
council had applied that FIS be 
banned "on the grounds that it 
contravened the laws on political 
organisation". Of course, FIS has 
been contesting for elective offices 
asap’" *
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WORLD

United States

I
A*.:

Bush: "the court system has worked"

24 hours to deploy them. They were 
later joined by California highway 
patrolmen, and President George 
Bush on Friday sent 3,000 army and 
1,500 marines to help the police. By 
then, riots had also broken out in 
San Francisco, Seattle, Atlanta and 
Pittsburgh. In no time, the affair 
became the worst racial unrest in the 
United States since the Watts affair 
of 1965.

The fuse that ignited the riots 
was first lighted on March 3, last 
year. Rodney King, 25, an unem­
ployed black construction worker 
driving a borrowed Hyundai car, 
was stopped by the police for ex­
ceeding the speed limit. King did 
not obey the stop order because, as 
he later explained, he is out on pa­
role after a year in jail for robbing a

Los Angeles explodes in racial violence, 
questioning America's moral leadership

suburbs of Holywood and Beverly 
Hills.

Governor Pete Wilson of Cali­
fornia deployed 2,000 National 
Guards to quell the riots, but it took

King: brutalised blacks have had 
enough 

all over the world.
Still, Los Angeles police chief 1 

Darryl Gates refused to resign and 
tried to stop the case from reaching 
the courts. He also refused to the 
very end to start any disciplinary 
case against thefour officers, namely 
Sergeant Stacey Koon, Timothy 
Wind, Lawrence Powell and Theo­
dore Briseno. Although the offence 
was committed in south central Los 
Angeles, which is predominantly 
African-American, the case came 
before a court atSimi Valley, 50 kilo­
metres away, a white suburb where 
2,000 policemen live. The ostensible 
reason for the move was that the 
accused policemen won't "get a fair 
trial" in the ghetto.

At Simi Valley, the police told

he court verdict was the 
most awaited in America 
since Mike Tyson's convic­

tion on rape charges, only that this 
was a much more serious matter. A 
Yankelovich poll found that 78 per 
cent of all blacks and 79 per cent of 
all whites interviewed expected the 
12-member jury to return a guilty 
verdict. Indeed,62 per cent of whites 
and 92 per cent of blacks said they, 
as jurors, would have voted to con­
vict the four accused white police of­
ficers. In the event, the jury found 
them not guilty.

Soon as the verdict was an­
nounced, angry blacks outside the 
Simi Valley court room began chant­
ing, "They are guilty! Guilty! 
Guilty!". Hundreds of blacks con­
verged at the First African Method­
ist Episcopal Church in south-cen­
tral Los Angeles for a protest rally. 
When the city's black mayor, Tom 
Bradley, came to the church and ap­
pealed for calm, there were jeers of 
"Uncle Tom! Uncle Tom!" While 
some prayed, others noted. The 
entire ghetto of south-central Los 
Angeles, 120 square kilometres, 
black and impoverished, was soon 
up in flames. Stores were looted and ! 
set ablaze; whites were dragged out 
of their vehicles to be beaten or killed, 
and their cars were torched. The fol­
lowing day, Thursday, the riots 
spread further north and west of the 
city. The sprawling Lee's market was 
looted and torched, as were hun­
dreds of other stores and apartment , 
blocks. The police, reacting slowly ’ 
to the riots in the ghetto, allegedly • 
because they saw it as a dog-eat-dog i 
situation, nevertheless cordoned j 
roadways leading to the affluent '

Citizen, May 11,1992

Negroesoreangry i
! photographer George Holiday 
' caught 81 seconds of the action on 
; video camera. It showed that King j 
• was struck 56 times; he suffered skull j 
j fractures, a shattered cheekbone and i 
■ eye socket, a broken leg, and pos- , 

sibie brain damage. That day and in
I subsequent days and weeks, thefilm 
I was repeatedly shown on television

______  -J 
supermarket of 200 dollars. To be ' 
caught again for an offence meant ! 
returning to prison. When the police | 

I caughtup with King, ho was dragged | 
i outof his car and repeatedly kicked i 
; and beaten with batons and gun j 
i butts. As it happened, amateur |
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the scene.

WJoft yet peace

W

and human services secretary Louis

cabinet, to arrange a meeting with appear few days later with venge­
ance on their minds.

The Gulbuddin Hikmatyar-led 
Hizb-e-Islam last week tried to move 
into the heart of Kabul. This led to 
the eruption of fighting, which ob­
servers say was the heaviest since 
the Hizb-e-Islam was driven off from 
the outskirts of Kabul two weeks 
ago. There were reports of heavy 
bombing and shelling that could be

Citizen, May 11, 1992

Christian Leadership Conference, 
SCLC. Soon afterwards, the White 
House claimed that Bush was "as ;

between the leadership council and 
theGulbuddin Hikmatyar-led Hizb- 
e-Islam group. When the new 
Mujahideen government of Profes­
sor Sibghatullah Muhaddadi came 
into Kabul it pounced on some 
groups tha t were seen as not sharing

hen penultimate week 
the erstwhile rebel 
group, Mujahideen en­

tered the city of Kabul to take over 
power from the ousted Najibullah 
government, the celebration that 
greeted them was enormous. Even

ullah's government has not brought the expected 
peace in Afghanistan

______________ WORLD
While wounds were being 

licked. South Korea's daily 
newspaper Chung Ang reported that 
the Korean government was fret­
ting. Koreans had been targeted by 
the black rioters; two of them were 
killed, 30 were injured and over 100 
Korean shops were looted and burnt. 
The rioting African-Americans had 
seized the opportunity to settle an 
old score with the Koreans. Last year, 
Korean shop owner Soon Ja Du shot 
and killed 15-year old black girl 
Latasha Harlins for allegedly steal­
ing a 1.79 dollars bottle of orange 
juice from his shop. Although in­
store video showed that Soon shot 
Harlinsin the back, he was sen fenced 
to five years' probation.

Black Americans have many 
more such scores to settle.

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports

King, wife of the late Martin Luther; I 
Benjamin Hooks, leader of the Na- j 
tional Association for the Advance- ' 
mentof Coloured Peoples (NAACP); j 
and Joseph Lowery of the Southern I the Mujahid<

astounded as everybody else in 
America at the verdict... the dispar­
ity between what you see on the tape 
and the verdict". White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
Bush has ordered a federal investi­
gation into whether the white police 
violated King's constitutional rights, 
a measure used by liberal federal 
authorities to redress racial injustice 
by local courts. Fitzwater also said 
Bush has declared Los Angeles a 
disaster area and approved 600 
million dollars in federal grants and 
loans to promote "urban enterprise 
zones" and home ownership. Dam- 
~~~r~ '__ ..„t was esti-

bya fifth policeman who came upon i mated at 500 million dollars, and 
the scene. The policeman said King | MayorTom Bradley invited Mr. Pete 
only became unsteady on his feet i Ueberroth, chairman of the commit- 
when he was shot twice with a dart ; tee that organised the Los Angeles 

i r- cfon <rnr» Kt’ I HL. 

"will use whatever force is neces­
sary to restore order. I guarantee j 
you that this violence will end". In j 
as much as he did not guarantee an I 
end to racial injustice also, Bush was j 
playing to the all-white gallery. 
Having shown little concern aspresi- j 
dent for civil rights or inner cities, I 
the president instead tried to assert j 
the "strong leadership" of the Gulf I 
war instead.

W^cn tHngswOTsene<L George , with a certain cloud of uncertainty, j thesameideas with the new council 
Bush changed tack. He asked health ; people, who have not known peace i The biggest and strongest of these 
and human services secretary Louis , foroveradecadeshould beexcused j groups was that of Hikmatyar. Thel 
Sullivan, the token black in Bush s ■ for such an elaborate welcome cere- group went underground only to cabinet, to arrange a meeting with j mony. Unfortunately, it took only 1 --------- --------- -------- - - — - 1

black leaders. On Friday, Bush meta I about a week for the same people to 
delegation including Coretta Scott- realisethatthebattleisjustonasort

Hfn Martin Lutnnr: ! of recess
Perhaps, the people were car­

ried away by the euphoria that they 
failed to notice that some group of

ieen might actually be 
starting a battle anew. As it was 
expected, last week witnessed an­
other round of fighting in Kabul j

several lies during the proceedings 
m court. They testified that King 
drove his car at 1^5 kilometres per 
hour, but engineers found that the 
car could n't go beyond 70 kilometres 
per hourat its fastest. The police said 
King suffered "minor cuts and 
bruises" while resisting arrest; in­
fact, he spent three weeks in inten­
sive care, underwent brain surgery, 
and is still disfigured. The police 
said King turned violent, which is 
contradicted on Holiday's video 
tape. They said King took the drug 
"angel dust", but doctors found none 
in his blood; and the police also said 
King wasdrunk,a claim contradicted 1 age from the four-day riot

The policeman said King | MayorTom Bradley invited Mr. Pete

when he was shot twice with a dart •
from an electronic sten gun by Ser- j Olympic Game's^ l^Tto PeadZ 

geantKoon rebuilding efforts.
President George Bush did not I--------------------- - ---------------

at first help matters. Soon after the ! A f phanicHn 
verdict was delivered, he said, "The I Ublcill

court system has worked. What is ■ 
needed now is calm, respect for the | 
law". On Thursday, Bush forth- | 
rightly condemned the on-going j 
riots, but said nothing more of the i ____________
court verdict. The president said he As predicted, the ousting of former president Najib-
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Najibullah (top) and the Hikmatyar: fight tooth and nail
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heard in central Kabul; looting was 
also said to be going on. Indeed, 
Hikmatyar and his group are de­
manding that Uzbek militia forces 
should be banished from Kabul. The 
Uzbek forces are generally seen as 
the main perpetrators of acts such as 
looting which the government said 
wasunderminingsecurityinthecity.

Things took a dramatic turn, 
when on Wednesday, that was after

groups 
are still fum­
ing with is not 
likely to end 

little

i accorded that top priority status. But 
whilccasesof looting havedropped, 
there are fears that anytime fighting 
gets underway, it will be back in 
force too.

That might have informed the 
i government's decision to set up a

pliere and the 
belligerence 

which

redress against people alleged to 
have committed crime against the 
people during the tenure of the for­
mer government. That sounds more 
like an avenue for witch-hunting 
which may not do the government 
any good.

With various rebel groups still 
willing to fight the government 
which they see as more or less the 
same with the ousted Najibullah 
group, government's attempt to let 
people seek redress might be mis­
conceived as an exercise to punish 
people that are seen as opponents of 
the government. Meanwhile, the 
prevailing atmosphere only pr0. j 
vokes the question: When will the f 
fighting resume?

By Rabiu Bardc with agency I

reports b

while.

two days of heavy fighting, the 
Hizb-c-Islam and other rebel groups 
announced that they wore observ­
ing a ceasefire agreement with the 
government Peace momentarily re­
turned to Kabul. The point, how­
ever, must have been made that the ;
peace which people in Afghanistan : special court to try what the govein- 
havc so much prayed for and which ' ment called traitors of the govern- 
they thought will last, is not yet ' ment. It is expected that individuals 
there. The atmosphere and the bel- . will be given the opportunity to seek I

ligerencc with which j 
some groups arc still ' 
fuming with is not likely 1 
to end in a little while. !

Anyway, the lead­
ership council is still 
struggling to get a grip 
on matters of admini­
stration while still keep­
ing an eye on the secu­
rity of people and prop­
erty and most impor­
tantly, the ravaging 
Hizb-e-Islam group. 
When the Professor 
Mujaddadi government ; 
came into power, it ac- i 
tually made security a 
top priori ty, consid en ng 
that looting was still 
taking place. The secu- 

__ . .rity issue is still being- . .. - —r
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and without fear.
The land that yielded rubber, timber, 
groundnut pyramids and ship loads of 
cocoa and palm produce has not gone 
barren.
Our people are no less resourceful 
than they used to be. The best is still 
possible for Nigeria with a realistic and 
purposeful leadership.
The NRC will provide that leadership.

Nigeria has always been a land abun­
dantly blessed with human and natural 
resources. Nature intended that we have 
tne best. Yet we are becoming a people 
fast losing hope. Even after we struck oil 
our lot did not improve.
But our land can regain its lost glory. All 
we need is Freedom, Prosperity and 
Justice and Nigerians will be able to be 
what they want to be, to live in prosperity
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KABIRU YUSUF

I am yet to see concrete 
facts in support of the 
rain-forest argument. 
People assume that is ho w 
things should be, because 
that is how they like them 
to be.

deep inside Yorubaland, less than ; 
100 kilometers from Osun Sta te cap: - i

Sola Balogun, writing in Nige­
rian Tribune (May 4) said he is 
stumped by the figures: "These 
population returns have a lot of 
wonders.Why are the coastal areas 
sparsely populated and the Sahel 
interland (sic) thickly populated?" 
In a self-serving editorial, only half 
elevated by language, The Guardian 
also challenged the figures. "If envi­
ronmental considerationsand estab­
lished pattemsareanyguide, coastal 
or forest regions, where economic

activity is intense, should be more I 
thickly populated than more arid I 
and less hospitable climes".

The thing about deliberate bias I

192,883 square kilometre or 21 per 
cent of the total land-mass has 48 
per cent of the population. It says a 
lot about population density in the 
south, that with less than one quar­
ter of the land-mass, it contains 
nearly half the population of the 
country. Itsaysa lotabout thepeople 
of the Savannah, that no one

The rain-forest argument 
doubted, or publicly protested, that 
this could indeed be so.

Instead, the protest has come 
from some southern intellectuals, 
who say they expect the population 
of the south to be more than that of 
the north. Arthur Nwanko, a book 
publisher from Enugu, said "....only 
in Nigeria, among the sub-Saharan 
African countries that the popula­
tion of inhabitants of the Sahelian 
and Savannah regions surpasses 
those living in the rain-forest belt". 
The "rain-forest argument", not 
original to Nwanko, has since found 
many ardent backers. tai, Osogbo).

The north is the Idoma, Tiv, 
Nupe, Jukun, Angas, Hausa, KuteU

omments on the 1991 census 
figures have proved, once 
again, that when reality col­

lides with expectation, it is the for­
mer that suffers. Those that find the 
census figures difficult to swallow 
say they base their objections on 
certain established "truths": that the 
rain-forest belt usually sustainsmore 
people than Savannah and Sahel 
regions; that women are normally 
more numerous than men; and that 
high socio-economic indices, like 
school enrolment and urbanisation, 
are indicative of great population 
concentration.

While many find the distribu­
tion between males and females 
rather odd, few people are unduly 
worried that there are 7.0 women for 
every 7.1 men, in a population of 
88.5 million. Theratio is close enough 
for everyone to find his missing rib! 
As for school enrolment, if Ibadan, 
has one million pupils in primary 
school, and Kano has half of that 
number, does it mean Ibadan has 
twice more people than Kano, or 
that Kano has much less pupils in 
primary school than Ibadan? On the 
basis of the provisional figures, that 
argument cannot be pushed too far.

The same cannot be said about 
the north-south distribution. Ac­
cording to the National Population 
Commission (NPC), the old North­
ern Region, which has a total land­
mass of 730,885 square kilometres or 
79 per cent has only 52 per centof the 
population, while the south with 
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and less hospitable climes".
Tne rnmg aoour ueuoeraie uias : 

is that it cannot be erased by good ; 
education!Otherwise,if thereisone | 
thing the 1991 census figures have j 
shown, it is that the forest regions ! 
are more thickly populated than [ 
otherareas. Four times moredensely 
populated! As for "hospitable ' 
climes", it takes monumental arro- I 
gance, fora man thatlivesin Mushin, 
to regard those living in Mambila 
Pla teau, Anglo-Jos, Kagoro hills and 
Kaduna CRA, as living in "arid and 
less hospitable climes".

The point about the north, is 
that it is a vast region that reaches 
deep into therain-forestand spreads 
out to the fringes of the Sahara des­
ert. Its southern borders stretch from ! 
Obudu,Cross RiverState,in thceast 
(which perches on the same Plateau I 
system as Mambila) to Offa, Kwara : 
State, in the south-west ( a town

Kanuri, Fulaniand 200othersmal!er 1 
ethnic groups. The north is the rain- ; 
forest and the Savannah, the Sahel 
and the Sahara. The north is part 
west, part cast, some of the south 
and all of the north. The north con­
tains the most hospitable parts of 
Nigeria, Plateaus like Jos and Mam­
bila, and some of the most and.

I am yet to see concrete facts in 
support of the rain-forestargument 
People assume that is how things 
should be, because that is how they 
like them to be. But if we go b\ the 
experience of the pygmies in the 
Congo forest, or the Red-lndians in 
the Amazon basin, life in the ram- 
forest is not all banana and berries' 
Certainly in Congo and Brazil, there 
is greater concentration of people in 
the open Plateaus, than in thick for- 
csts.
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two things, apart from the thieves, 
the infernal go-slow, (in fact the 
woman said she learnt the term in 
Nigeria) the dirt; seeing corpses and 
armed robbers.

One of the men, apparently a 
diplomat, told me that in 1982 he 
had asked to be transferred to no 
avail. Thereafter, he put in his resig­
nation. The ministry of external af­
fairs realising how despera to he was, 
transferred him to Australia. 1 should 
have known better than to ask why. 
Armed robbers. He said he first put 
four locks on his front door. It didn't 
deter anybody. He next bought a 
closed-circuit television. Of what use 
would that be in deterring a deter­
mined robber? He replaced the en­
tire doors and windows in the house 
with steel made at Alaba. It was 
comfortable until NEPA struck. He 
was virtually "heated" out of the 
house.

Matters came to a head when 
despite the presence of 12 bolts, nine 
locks, the combined strength of po­
lice and hired security guards, 
thieves came into the house with a 
tipper lorry, poured themselves a 
drink and set about stripping the 
house of any material presence that 
he threatened to quit. He had spent 
the entire night in the ceiling.
I~| . j is situation was not helped by 

I—|l the fact that when he went to 
U 1 report the matter to the po­
lice, he found out that the leader of 
the gang of eight who had been 
ordering the rest around his house 
wastheSergeantondutyatthepolice  
station! In the calmness and serene 
beauty of the environment, he ex­
plained to me that it's not that there 
were no thieves or such elements in 
his coun try, bu t when the police start 
taking over such activities, it was 
time to leave.

I explained to him as diplomati­
cally as possible that that kind of 
situation occurred only once in a 
while; it could even be in his own

PRIVATE EYE^—

Eye opener
bout ten years ago abroad, I 
found myself in an unusual 
role which was not only a 

contradiction of some sorts, but for 
which I was spectacularly unpre­
pared for - that of defending Nige­
ria's image!

It was unusual because I had never 
imagined that 1 would ever find that 
necessary, somewhat contradictory 
because as a reporter on a govern­
ment newspaper which was for­
merly fiercely independent, most of 
the time I was in the business of 
criticising the country myself and 
unprepared for more oricssthesame 
reasons and worse, the people dent­
ing my country's image had had 
some terrible first hand experience.

You see, it happened like this.The 
host country had prepared a field 
trip for us, a bunch of third-world- 
ers.whichamongother things would 
enable the mish-mash of Arabs and 
plain black Africans to see first 
worlders displaying an array of fire­
power in a joint military 
manoeuvre.The other objective was 
to enable us mix with regional corre­
spondents from all over the world 
with whom we undertook the trip.

On the way to the field at the foot 
of a famous mountain, we stopped 
at a road side cafe for snacks. Sud­
denly, four men and a woman from 
the host country came over to me. 
They sat down and before long they 
were telling me about Nigeria! I 
wondered aloud how they got to 
know I was a Nigerian since I had 
never seen them before, "your name 
tag, silly," one told me. Oh! that, 1 
sighed. Atleast they were not spies!

Another soon asked if Lagos was 
as filthy as he had left it. You see, 
their country is so neat that all you 
needed when feeling sleepy was a 
pillow. You could put it anywhere 
and immediately go to sleep. I re­
plied thatsinceFESTAC77,theplace 
had been cleaned up. The woman 
among them told me that she feared

peaceable country.I also explained 
that as an oil rich country, Nigeria 
would naturally attract all sorts of 
crooks.By the time I reminded him 
that in his country, they had some­
thing we didn't have; terrorists, 1 too 
was getting depressed. Come to 
think of it, all were looking at me 
with some sympathy. He just kept 
on nodding.I didn't know until later 
that that kind of nodding meant that 
I was fibbing.

The woman chipped in to assert 
that she and her husband shopped 
only oncca month and if theirprovi- 
sions finished ahead of the month, 
they justsatitout.lt wasat this point 
that I told them Lagos was not Nige­
ria. Before she could start on another 
harrowing tale, 1 excused myself.

All these were ten years ago when 
Nigerians were not being arrested 
from Iceland to Bangkok for dope 
smuggling and David Mark had not 
demanded for the shooting of cable 
thieves, armed robbers in their home 
towns and school kids protesting 
the withdrawal of petroleum subsi­
dies!

It appears things have grown 
worsc.What is this I hear that an­
other diplomat has been murdered 
by armed robbers? Or that if a diplo­
mat is asked home to his country 
even for 24 hours, a bigcelebration is 
held to mark the occasion?

You know, 1 did not charge the 
ministries of external affairs and 
information for the public relations 
job I did for the country. Shouldn't 
they pay me?

justsatitout.lt
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Structural poverty
!

Odia Ofeimun

Bob Marley
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Guiltiness
Guiltiness rest on their conscience 
These are the big fish
Who always try to eat all the small 
fish
O yes
They will do anything to materialise 
Whenever they wish
Woe to the down pressors who eat 
all the bread set for tomorrow, 
Oh sad tomorrow
They eat all bread set for today and 
tomorrow.

The fact that we survive and can 
stand
before the pillars of the republic 
in dean cocktail coveralls, clinking 
small-talk
in ever-renewed, freshly laundered 
ideologies
as andent as peace and prosperity

Plebeians
Ill-comforted by our plight
Here now we are
A gullible lot
Frolicking
In temporary delight.

Shehu El-Hafiz

'tricknology'
The fact that we survive 
the beleaguered slumscapes 
the sweltering, tattered villages, 
dragoons of biocide 
afester with rancid commerce, 
the fact that we survive it 
compels us to do something abou t it, 
to scoff and wag our loaded fingers 
at the daring ones who go at dusk 
away from the refuge of air-condi­
tioned nightmares 
the daring ones who go in mufti 
into fevered forests to embrace 
the guerrillas of the poisoned 
swamps

That fact that we survive
the anomic respectabilities compels 
us
to nod in empathy when a whole 
man dies
trying to raise the meaning of joy 
to lips that have known only curses 
and the vengeful taste of flaming 
knives.

The fact that we survive it 
compels us to do something about it 
to damn the suavity of yellow robots 
who displace the mangled corpses 
of
men, women and children in Salva­
dor
as in our own backwoods at Baka- 
lori
with media headbutts
to save the world for dollar bills

Six years of SAP
(For Olu and Idika: Proud fathers of 
SAP)
Look bad: we must
For photostat copies

•Of forced remedial medicine
For hurricane market bargains 
With once stable, static, strong

1 • ’But now floating river cowrie;
Moated. Battered. Floated 

•blowing from failure's fluctuation 
: from
' Adavil's alternative!
O' devil, o' massive death, o' devil 
Deviling out deaths unlimited 
Flowing from floating denials of 
Own'S
Special drawing right Naira, for
Six years of SAP
With linkl«ss Salary AdjustmentPol-

O' SAP! O' Six years, o' of SAP;
O' six strangulating years of pains.

Obynna Chylekezi

Beyond fear
The fact that we survive it .compels 
us ..
ip do something about ib the hun- 

_g®bash& rWddenbytb.e5yrupycommuniques
J.i-dWdolS of warfare, trade, and
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A s the pangs of hunger 
overwhelm the citizens 
they cry out against Struc­

tural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP).
As the monsters of hardship, un­
equal exchange and double digit 
inflation figure ravage the country, 
the masses can only whimper in 
defeat. They want to end this vi­
cious cycle of poverty but where do 
they begin?

That fact that we survive it compels 
us to do something about it 
something about the tall insults of 
promises 
which wipe the sky clean of rain­
clouds
to create false seasons of drought 
in people's minds, in hope-drenched 
wishes
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By Oji Onoko
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ther, Segun is tutored on the best de­
meanour to stave off rebuke. Yet 
soon as Suberu assumes the fa the/s 
role, he cringes, shaking all over, 
voice fattcring. By the time the real 
father appears, he scampers off the

Theatre

A scoundrel on the loose
National troupe's second outing, an adapta­
tion of Moliere's That scoundrel Scapin, fails 

to impress
omehow, the second outing 
of the National Troupe of 
Nigeria since its re-organi­

sation late last year, did not im­
press. May be it had to do with the 
choice of the play, a 17th century 
script written by Moliere, That scoun­
drel Scapin. Or more with the adap­
tation by Professor Dapo Adelugba, 
titled That Scoundrel Suberu The origi­
nal story is straight forward enough. 
Two young men from bourgeois 
homes decide to oppose their fami­
lies in the choice of brides. One goes 
for an orphan, the other for a gypsy. 
They are helped by Scapin, a worldly 
wise servant of one of the families. 
Naturally, the families are aghast by 
the brazen disloyalties. But in the 
end, it is discovered that the ladies 
are of noble parentage. Moliere's 
play focused on a comedy of error 
which at the end is happily resol ved.

For the adaptation, the problem 
begins with the local colouration. 
Suberu (Meyiwa Abalo) for instance 
cannotbe placed. Is he a servant and 
for who, Degoke (Oladejo Adeg- 
boyega) or Folabi (Patrick Ikwe), the 
two fathers whose sons disregard 
their chosen brides? Simbiatu (Edith 
Okafor) the heartthrob of Wole 
(Lucky Onwudili) is undoubtedly 
Hausa. Her attires betray that. Butin 
the end she isrevealed as the daugh­
ter of Dagoke. Adore, (Christy 
Okorugho) Segun's (Amechi Ch- 
inapu) fiancee, is Ibo. Yet Folabi 
recognises her as her long lost daugh­
ter!

The play, however lived up to 
its billing as a slap-stick comedy. 
And at the centre of it all is Suberu. 
He kept playing one character 
against the other to the delight of all. 
Unable to face the wrath of his fa-

comes that Simbiatu is to be taken 
away from the town unless a certain 
amount of money is paid, it is to 
Suberu that Segun and Wole go to 
far assistance. The same Suberu that 
drank at the beer in Segun's home, 
took her watch, claiming that he had 
lost it and even had the temerity to 
thrash him (Segun) once, when he 
wassentonanerrandatnight,feign­
ing a ghost! Now on their knees, 
Suberu offers to help and Simbiatu 
is rescued. Fathers and sons are later 
re-united as they dance joyously on 
discovery tha t both families are now­
inlaws, albeit unwittenly.

S] Directed by Martin 
I Adaji, National Troupe as- 
I sistant director, in charge of 
I drama, the production 
I hardly reflected the cultural 
| milieu in which the adapta- 
I tion is based save for the 
I accent of the actors and cos­

tumes of Folabi, Degoke and 
Simbiatu. Suberu, dressed in 
the Shakespearean cross­
gather, certainly looked out 
of place. His acting, though 
was quite impressive. For 

i Simbiatu, her Ibo accent was 
| so glaring that nobody could

Suberu (Meyiwa Abalo) in another play
stage. It is now left for Suberu to 
mend fences. He tells the father that 
the marriage could be annulled but 
at a cost of 2,000 Naira! The old man 
nearly falls off his feet. When news

But more worri­
some was the audi­
ence turnout. The 678 
capacity cinema hall 
two, venue of the per­
formance that Tuesday, 
May 5 had less than 50 
people in attendance, 
most non-fee paying.

believe she is an Hausa girl,a 
character she is supposed to 
portray. Acting generally 

was on the low side with space 
hardly used judiciously. The impos- 
ingcastle.home to Adegoke, is never 
used even though a wide balcony is 
provided just for that purpose.

But more worrisome was the 
audience turn out. The 678 capacity 
cinema hall two, venue of the per­
formance, that Tuesday, May 5 had 
less than 50 people in attendance, 
mostnon-fee paying. It wasthesame 
for "Things Fall Apart" the troupe's 
maiden performance which took 
place in February.

Really, just what is the National 
Troupe, the nation's prima donna 
performing company, coming to?
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unrepcn Sant saying since the boy isTheatre

Division in the house
NANTAP produces commish Ekiye's play, The Family 
as part of 31st anniversary of the International Theatre 
Day with an enduring lesson for all families

’”W|

ARTS
| Um saying ami. a uic uvj la

| unemployed, she would be bring-

I however, reveals that it is a neigh- | 
I bour, Mr. Peters that should have j 
I been watched... But it is Maria, their ; 
I daughterthatisthebiggestcausefor j 
I Worry. She is at shouting matches ! 
I with the brother, Isaac, almost any- 
Ltitne they meet because she insists I

I on Mabel sitting at table with her to 
I dine, dressing her up in her (Maria's) 
I own clothes and generally adopting 
her as a respectable member of the 

j family. To the father, she is a failure 
I as she refuses to take to economics 
rather fouling on acting as a career...

She ignores the advice of her 
mother when she tells her "actors 
and actresses end up in alcoholics" 
in a bid to change her mind and 

I instead brings her play director to 
| plead her case. The father's reaction

uspici°n. Mistrust. Disloy- 
alty. Even downright be- 
trayal. They are all present in 

Chief Kori's family. The wife openly 
suspects the husband of having an 
affair with the rather desirable 
housegirl, Mabel. Matters come to a 
head when a pack of contraceptive 
tablets is found on her. Without as 
much as questioning her, she jumps 
about in joy, daring the husband 
now to counteract her "hard evi- 

! dence." Interrogation of Mabel,

ing him to live with them. The fa- 
I ther, aghast at the disgrace, such an 
; act would bring to his family, tells 
‘ her the pregnancy must be termi- 
i nated, phoning the doctor immedi- 
I ately. She tells her father flatly, that 
i she would not cooperate. She wants 

to settle down as a mother she adds. 
Cornered, he appeals to the wife to 
make her see reason. The ball now 
in her court, she sets down her 
condition to be allowed to pursue 
her career as an actress. The father 
quickly acquiesces, siging a bond, 
she just gave him. The doctor takes 
her in for a test. Result. She is not 
pregnant! The father sinks in his 
chair. Mother clasps her hands. 
Brother, crestfallen. The actress in 
her takes over as she struts about 
signing "la la la...."

Directed by Bassey Efiong, re­
cently appointed director, Cross 
River State Arts Council, the play 
exhibited the professionalism of the 
prod ucers, the National Association 
of Nigerian Theatre Arts Practfllo- 
ners (NANTAP). The set, designed 
and constructed by Biodun Abbe 
was massive and had all the apper- 
turances of the novea-rich, from 
furnishing to the ornate dining set, 
to the bar and wall paintings. The 
duplex actually came alwe, almost 
too real. Costumes, too fit the differ­
ent characters. But acting had its 
high and low points. Funsho Alabi 
as Chief Kori gave a good accountof 
himself. His movements were de­
liberate, speech calculated and ges­
tures minimal. There was no doubt 
about the class he portrayed — the 

i bourgeoisie! Nkechi Ezechi as Ma­
ria was the happy-go-lucky girl. She 
seeps into the room, dances to music 
at random and at times goes past 
her father without acknowledging 
him. She was the play-maker. Tunde 
Euba as Isaac was equally good. But 
Golda John as wife was hardly be­
lievable. She dragged her lines to no 
end. And Dekker as doctor had no 
business in the play. He was not 
only inaudible but was more of a 
drug peddler than a doctor.

-------------------- ------------ By Oji Onoko 
Citizen, May 11, 1992

A scene from The Family

is swift. "Maria's choice of career is 
not negotiable" he tells him, walking 
him out of the house. Faced with 
such opposition, Maria devices the 
greatest ploy of all-feigning a four 
month pregnancy fora "Boy Alinco." 
The family is outraged but she is
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from Borno. Ho later engaged in a

Citizen, May 11, 1992

I
fu- |

BOOK REVIEW
Borno’s worthy legacy
Title: Scholars and Scholarship in the Historyjf Borno 
Author Hamsatu Zanna Laminu 
Publisher The Open Press, Zaria, 1992 
No of Pages: 147 
Price: Not stated 
Reviewer. Bilkisu Yusuf

z^sl ivilisations are usually com- 
j I " plex and massive societies. 
\.<_y Kanem Borno was no excep­
tion. Being the dominant muslim 
state in the central Sudan, it became 
a haven for muslim intelligentsia. 
The role of these scholars, as the cus­
todians of knowledge,forms the sub­
stance of the book. Naturally, the 
rulers of this centralised kingdom 
were also scholars who inherited and 
built on the Saifawa dynasty at the 
moment of its decline.

Chapter one gives historical in­
sight into the advent of Islam in the 
seventh century through the trans­
Saharan trade, the conversion of the 
rulingmonarch, Mai Hume Jilmiand 
the building of the first mosque. It 
ended with the rise to prominence of 
scholars, jurists, the development of 
a fully fledged court system, settle­
ment and fiefdom for scholars 
known as tsangaya and mallamti. 
Mention ismadeofarenown scholar, 
Muhammad Ibn Mani, a descendant 
of Uthman Ibn Affan, the third ca­
liph after the prophet, who is cred­
ited with the establishment of Islam 
as a state religion in Bomo’.

The inexorable interplay of relig­
ion and politics was unmistakeably 
apparent in Borno as it was in all 
Islamic states. Chapter two is there­
fore devoted to structures and insti­
tutions of the classical caliphate 
which were reproduced in this 
emergentstate.Themonarchy.majlis 
(council of state) the courts and the 
military were interwoven in an in­
separable mosaic of dependence. 
Particularly enlightening was the 
disclosure that under the Saifawa 
dynasty, an ad-hoc army compris­
ing the rulers, ministers, princes 
and their slaves went out to fight

rather than an organised permanent 
military unit. The role of scholars 
receives considerable attention. 
From those who studied, as was the 
established tradition, at Al-Azhar in 
Egypt where cross-fertilisation of 
ideas with other global intelligent­
sia shaped their world view, to those 
who became close to the monarchs 
and the independent scholars who 
were critical of therulers. Each group 
wielded power within its enclaves. 
Of these independent scholars, the 
su/istmovementshad the worst dose 
of repressive and ruthless measures 
directed at its members culminating 
in the execution by Mai Umar Idris 
of a scholar, Al Jarmiyu Al-Turiki 
and the banishment into exile of 
Sheikh Waladede.

The third chapter highlights the 
activities of the Ulama particularly 
those who held state offices. Their 
fields of study spanned various dis­
ciplines, history, astronomy, juris­
prudence, literature, poetry etc. Tho^ 
usage of Kanuri-Ajcmi was wide­
spread and one of the historical 
accounts girgam written in that 
medium recorded and highlighted 
the seven year rule of a female re­
gent, Magira Aisha Kilingermaram, 
who acted before her son Idris 
Alauma attained adulthood. Dur­
ing that period Magira organised 
military expeditions and chaired 
majlis (council of state) meeting, a 
confirmation of the contributions 
women made to politicsand national 
development in an Islamic society.

The fourth and the last chapter is 
a case study of the contributions of 
Muhammad Al-Amin Al-Kanemi,a 
scholar and a foremost statesman to 
the history of Borno. As a scholar­
politician, Al-Kanemi came to promi­
nence when he dislodged Fulani 
jihadists of the Sokoto Caliphate The cover could be improved up< 
from Borno. He later engaged in a and so s'—IJ —”•
long and famous correspondence | typesetting.

with Sultan Muhammed Bello of . 
Sokoto in which he defended Bomo , 
stating that as an Islamic state, the 
shariah made the waging of jihad 
against it illegal. These correspon­
dence apart from stimulating intel­
lectual activities served as immu­
nity for the state of Bomo and en­
hanced the role of the ruler — the 
sheikh as a political scholar.

To date Bomo has remained the 
intellectual haven that it had been 
since the eleventh century when 
Islam became the state religion. It is 
indeed significant that the free intel­
lectual profile of the tsangaya partly 
survived the gruelling tests of wars 
and crushing pressure of secular 
Western education. The book, as a 
record of Borno's contribution to 
scholarship draws attention, albeit 
in a subtle way, to the fact that al­
though Islamic education in contem­
porary times is not in the best of 
shape, it has survived the onslaugh t 
of Western education and pervasive 
Judeo-Christian ethics that colonial­
ism introduced. Such a survival 
should prove of immense value in 
Islam's bid to revive and boost the 
world's faith in the viability and 
resilience of Islam's robust poten­
tials. Certainly,an education system 
that is capable of weathering such a 
strong storm should have no prob- ■ 
lent overcoming any conceivable 
challenges which may arise in f_ 
ture.Theorgamsingidcaofthebook j 
is Simple- scholars can be either poll - i 
ticiansor non political, independent 
intellectuals who shape the form of 
politics even from their tsangaya 
Because the book is about power, 
scholarship and scholars in robes of 
diplomats and statesmen, it makes 
indispensablercading for those who 
desire detailed understanding of the 
history and foundationsof the emir­
ate system in Borno, Nigeria's pio­
neer Islamic state.

Useful as it is to historians, the 
book is not wi thout its flaws, most of 
which derive from its production

-pon 
and so should the quality of the
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MEDIAWATCH
"Pen House" plaza

Towering ambiWen

J
Gov. Ezeife of Anambra State

ing in future".
By Tony Oko in Awka 
Citizen, May 11, 1992

Disappointed by the attitude of the pletcd after a second edition launch- 
Anambra State government of Dr. ;
Chukwuemeka Ezeife towards the |

Young Anambra State NUJ stakes its soul on 
a multi-miilion Naira secretariat project

Disappointed by the attitude of the 
Anambra State government of Dr. 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife towards the 
project, Mr. Nweke hinted: "We have 
not lost hope. We shall seek audience 
with the governor in camera to help see 
to the realisation of the project."

project, Mr. Nweke hinted: "We have 
not lost hope. We shall seek audi­
ence with the governor in camera to 
help see to the realisation of the 
project."

When completed, the three-sto­
rey "Pen house" plaza will house 
the office complex of the Anambra 
NUJ, guest houses and a conference 
centre. Also to get accommodated is 
a sophisticated library stocked with 
______________ rare and latest 

1 books on all disd- 
plines, a satellite 
dish and restau- 
rant/bar. Some of 
the office spaces 
will be let out to 
corporate bodies 
to generate funds 
for the union, 
Citizen learnt.

As a dream 
project, it indeed 
need san articulate 
mode of execution 
to become a real- 

, ity. Said Mr. 
Nweke, "The first 
phase of the proj­
ect, which will be 
completed in my 
tenure will take 
about nine 
months, while the 
second phase will 
eventuallybecom-

TT ooking at its architectural 
plan, it shoots into high 

JLu heavens in a pyramid fash­
ion. It is a flashy tower of glass. Its 
landscape is the latest state-of-the- 
art, and it resembles the Interna­
tional Merchant Bank Plaza in La­
gos. Observers say it will be the most 
magnificent showpiece in Awka, 
capital of Anambra State. It is the 
"pen house" plaza of the Anambra 
State branch of the Nigerian Union 
of Journalists, NUJ.

The development appeal fund 
launch of the 25 million Naira "Pen 
house" took place recently at Awka. 
The Anambra State NUJ executive is 
just one month old, freshly disen­
gaged from its Enugu State counter­
part, which makes its ambition a 
remarkable one. Said suave, 
softspoken Ossy Nweke, Chairman, 
Anambra State NUJ: "We intend to 
launch this appeal fund in local gov­
ernment areas in the state and be­
yond".

Citizen gathered thatNnewi, the 
industrial nerve centre of Anambra 
State, had been slated for another , 
launching of theappeal fund on May 
9. Surprisingly, the Anambra State 
Government did not make any 
monetary grant to the take-off of the 
project at the initial launching on 
April 15, but ratherasked the NUJ to i 
approach it for land.

This is the first time any NUJ | 
chapter east of the Niger is engaged 
in this type of project all by itself. 
The NUJ House in Enugu State was 
donated by Chief Ukpabi Asika, 
former East Central State adminis- I 
trator. Those of Cross River, Imo | 
and Rivers State were also donated i 
by the various state governments. |
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Ranchers Bees, according to the disci-

1 oro: pro league secretary
i Citizen, May 11,1992

Ranchers Bees, a pro-league di­
vision one club which has been 
writhing under the agony of finan­
cial and managerial crisis, got a dev­
astating blow from the Nigerian 
Football Assodation(NFA) last week

The uniuiy behaviours of irate fans have brought severe 
disciplinary measures on Ranchers Bees

he cruel hands of fate are 
tightening their grip on 
Ranchers Bees, and the 

club's chances of surviving the on­
going Professional League are very 
slim.

SPORTS ............................     '■■■■' ■ ■

Pro-league fracas
WFA banishes Ranchers

■jitlinaiy committee have been banished 
from playing their next five home 
matches at Ahmadu Bello Stadium. The 
club currently smarting under severe fi­
nancial constraints and sloppy manage- 
thent, will move their base to Ilorin until 
September.

over the fracas that broke out during 
their week 10 home match against 
Obanta United of Ijebu Ode.

The disciplinary committee of 
NFA rose from its meeting last week 

Wednesday 
and an­
nounced strin­
gent discipli­
nary measures 
against Ranch­
ers Bees as 
punishment 
for unruly be­
haviour of its 
fans who dis­
rupted the 
week 10 match 
against visit­
ing Obanta 2 
minutes to the 
end of the 
match, and in­
flicted body in­
juries on the 
match officials 

Ishola: Ranchers' captain anc^ onc P0’
liceman. Ranchers Bees, according 
to the disciplinary 
commi ttee ha ve been 
banished from play­
ing their next five 
home matches at

*«7

Ahmadu Bello Stadium. The dub, 
currently smarting under severe fi­
nancial constraints and sloppy man­
agement, will move their base to 1 
Ilorin until September. In addition, 
the dub will pay 20,000 Naira fine in 
addition to paying for the hospital 
bills of the three injured match offi­
cials and onc policeman. The dub 
will also forfeit the match which pro­
duced no score as at the time it was 
disrupted to the visiting Obanta 
United.

The problem that landed Ranch­
ers Bees in their current dilemma 
began five minutes to the end of 
their week 10 home match against 
Obanta at Ahmadu Bello Stadium, 
Kaduna. The match had gone on for 
85 minutes without producing any I 
goal. Tension had mounted before i 
the ugly incident as irate fans who 
believed that thecentrerefereeTayo i 
Ayodele from Abuja had not been I 
fair to the home team, were already I 
threatening to deal with him. But 
the referee seemed to have hastened 
the unruly action of the hooligans 
when he gave a red card to Ranchers 
Bees’ player Abdullahi Garba for 
kicking an Obanta player who de­
liberately elbowed a Ranchers’ 
player.Twominutesafterthe Ranch­
ers Bees’ player was given the red 
card, some fans started hauline 
stones into the pitch. Attempts to 
hold them back by policemen faded
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Aboh Kaduna FA boss

■

By Joe Olajuwon

Citizen, May 11,1992

the-spot assessment of the incident 
that the disciplinary committee 
would make its decision known to 
the public on the incident as soon as 
possible.

Ranchers Bees arc in fora tough 
survival struggle. The NFA sanc­
tions are likely to worsen their al­
ready bad situation. The club is going 
to suffer financial loses as a rcsultof 
dwindling revenue from gate-tak­
ings. This is also going to drastically 
affect the club's performance since 
the management only depends on 
revenue from gate-takings to pay 
the salaries of players and other club 
officials.

Achebe NFA Secretary General 

he sanctions imposed on 
Ranchers Bees are already 
causing serious rif t between 

the club and the supporters. A mem­
ber of the club's management who 
talked to Citizen but did not want to 
be named, said the so-called sup- 
porters have never con tribu tod any­

thing but problems for the club. In a 
furious tone, he explained that they 
were only interested in what they 
can get from the club without con­
tributing anything to its progress. 
"They (the supporters) always 
smuggle to watch our matches free 
and all they contribute is to create 
problem for us. Now they have suc­
ceeded in killing theclub", he fumed.

The Kaduna Slate Football As­
sociation which wasalso fined 5,000 
Naira by the NFA disciplinary com-

mittee was also not happy with the 
action of the irate fans. The assoda- 
tion met hurriedly the day follow­
ing the incident and banned one of 
the club's prominent supporters, 
Ado Shehu (popularly known as 
Libba Bees) from entering the sta­
dium during any league matches. 
Ranchers Bees has also banned him 
from associating with the club. Ado 
Shehu was alleged to have started 
instigating fans to attach the match 
officials during the ill-fated match.

In order to arrest future occur­
rence at Ahmadu Bello Stadium, the 
coordinator of National Sports Com­
mission zone six, Alhaji Abba Yola, 
has promised to take over the secu­
rity arrangements during matches 
from the state FA. He also disclosed 
that the state FA would be made to 
comply with certain security ar­
rangements before it uses the sta­
dium for any of its league matches. 
In addition, the state police com­
mand has also issued a release say­
ing that "it has concluded secunty 
arrangement" for subsequent 
matches during the remaining 
league season. The release which 
also denied that anybody was killed 
during the fracas, was signed by 
Alhaji Abdullahi Lawai, assistant 
commissioner of police, operations 
and training.

A member of the club's management who talked to Citizen ■
but did not want to be named, said the so-called supporters l 
have never contributed anything but problems for the 
club. In a furious tone, he explained that they were only 1 
interested in what they can get from the club without con­
tributing anything to its progress.

and they spilled into the pitch chas­
ing the referee and his two linesmen 
around. By the time the fracas sub­
sided, the three match officials, one 
policeman and two players of 
Obanta United 
sustained injuries 
and were treated 
at the stadium's 
medical centre. 
The three match 
officials and the 
policeman wore 
later admitted 
and treated at 
Jinya Hospital, 
Kaduna.

Pro-league 
Secretary Alhaji 
Sani Toro was 
howeverforced to 
come to Kaduna 
and see things for 
himself last Tues­
day, following a 
sensational report 
by a Lagos based 
newspaper that two people were 
killed during the fracas. Citizen also
gathered that, although Alhaji Toro 
gave an honest account of what 
happened, some members of the d is- 
ciplinary committee allowed their 
judgement to be influenced by sen­
sational and distorted reports of the 
incident given by the Lagos based 
newspaper. Toro had earlier told 
Citizen in Kaduna during his on-

I
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chairman returns to dust.

By Isaac Umunna hi Enugu

Citizen, May 11,1992

Ben Osi Umunna
Like a bad dream
It is mourning time for Nigerian soccer as Rangers' for­

mer chairman returns to dust.

“I
and the Anambra State governor at 
the time. It was a very trying mo­
ment for the famous Rangers Inter­
national and govemorOmeruah was 
worried about the fate of the club. 
He talked it over with Chief 
Umunna, who gladly accepted to 
rescue the relegation — threatened 
first division league outfit. But last 
year when he finally yielded to the

w
Umunna: a life well used 

lure of politics an d q ui t of f ice a s boss 
of Rangers management corpora­
tion, Umunna had done everything 
one could think of in his bid to re­
turn the club — one of Africa's all- 
time greats - to the path of glory. 
He recruited quality players for the 
Flying Antelopes and made great 
personal sacrifices toensure that they 
were comfortable and in the right 
frame of mind to deliver the desired 
goals. He even went abroad to sign 
on Dutch soccer strategist, Janusz 
Kowalik, to groom the darling team 
of millions of soccer-crazy Nigeri- |

t is an irony of fate that it 
was also his concern for 

___ the health of his friend's 
son that led to his tragic death", said 
Chief Jim Nwobodo, former chair­
man of Rangers International and 
second republic governor of Anam­
bra State.

He was talking abou t Chief Ben 
Osi Umunna, immediate past chair­
man of Rangers, who was buried on 
Saturday, April 25, in his home town, 
Ogbunka, Anambra State. Umunna 
died in a ghastjy motor accident 
barely for days on his return to the 
country, which he left four months 
back. He had headed for his London 
base last December for a rest after 
thegubematorial primaries in which 
he unsuccessfully sought nomina­
tion on the Social Democratic Party 
platform.

Born in 1941, he was a dimuni- 
tive man who easily stood out in a 
crowd with his luxuriant beard and 
all-white attire. But what he lacked 
in physique, he made up for in de­
termination and hardwork. He was 
a man of diverse interests who until 
his death on Wednesday, April 1, 
was a highly visible figure in busi­
ness, sports, philanthropy and the 
campaign against child abuse and 
neglect.

It is, however, his exploits as a 
soccer administrator that many 
people will easily remember him 
for. A director of Crystal Palace 
Football Club of London, Umunna 
worked his way into the limelight in 
Nigerian sports circles in 1986. That 
year, during a visit home from 
London, he had voluntarily shoul­
dered the financial burden for the 
construction of a modern squash 
rackets court at the Enugu Sports 
Club. The gesture attracted the at­
tention of Air Commodore Emeka 
Omeruah, a former sports minister

ans. And from 1989 he introduced | 
an annual Rangers Award Night, ■ 
during which he handed out cash 
and souvenirs to players of the club 
who had distinguished themselves 
in the previous soccer season.

Rangers bounced back to reck­
oning in the Umunna years, reach­
ing the National Challenge Cup fi­
nal in 1990 — their first time of doing 
so in eight years. They, however, i 
won no trophies outside Anambra 
State, a situation which many attrib­
uted to hard luck.

“Umunna", according to Esike 
Nzckwe, a soccer analyst and an 
authority on Rangers International, 
"will occupy a comfortable apart- 
mcn t in the history of Rangers asone 
of the most astute and dutiful chair­
men that passed through the club. 
He brought style and colour to soc­
cer management (with) his mature 
sense of Icadershipand selflessness".

A patron of the African Net­
work for the Prevention and Protec­
tion Against Child Abuse and Ne­
glect, Umunna campaigned vigor­
ously against all forms of child la­
bour and cruelty. With his sudden 
death, a big question mark now 
hangs over his pet project, the Inter­
national Institute for Child Abuse 
and Neglect, which he had planned 
to establish at the Enugu Campus of 
the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

The first deputy president of 
the Nigerian Professional Football 
League Board, Umunna was mar­
ried to a British lady, who bore him 
a boy and a girl. He died when the 
Peugeot 505 saloon car in which they 
were travelling back toOnitsha after 
visiting his friend's son, who was on 
admission in hospital, ran into a I 
stationery lorry carrying electric I 
poles. The accident occurred along I 
Owerri-Onitsha Road around 8 ' 
o'clock on the night of April 1.

To his numerous admires in 
Nigeria and overseas, the late soccer 
guru and hero of children's rights 
will always be remembered as a 
humble, humaneand intelligent man 
who sometimes seemed to love oth­
ers more than he loved himself.
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Definitions

■
Citizen, May 11,1992

ADAMU ADAMU S

his column must be for­
given its bouts—frequent 
and not indeliberate — of 

narcissistic advertisement. It is not 
without its purposes. In the past I 
had taken time — when I was writ­
ing it for the Sunday New NIGERIAN 
— to state how it started. Now I 
think it is time to begin to state how 
it should end. Not the ending that 
stops, but the one that begins.

But how did it begin? As I said 
then, it was Tony Ikeakanam Nige­
rian Observer's editor, of First Lady 
picture fame who would come with 
New NIGERIA'S Saturday Extra, 
which he edited then, and would 
say, "Malam, please help fill this 
gap with one of your poems or 
humoui". At that time, as now, I had 
neither but I would fill it with some­
thing — and that became constant 
and found its way to the Sunday New 
NIGERIAN and now to Citizen.

Keeping ithasnotbeen all laugh­
ter, though. It has cost us a lot. One 
senior bank executive at the head of 
one of the country's leading banks 
once gave orders that Citizen should 
not, must not, be given advertise­
ment. And we were excluded. I had 
defined his bank in a manner that 
offended him.

A national institution (always 
remembering that an institution is 
where madmen are taken and keptif

I mentally mad, or if we wish that 
they becomemad in some other way, 
like for instance financially) recon tly 
celebrated something. To cut a long 
story,Citizen wasexcluded—again. 
Exclusion was on its to becoming a 1

DEFINITIONS
IN HUMOUR

sador Mahmoud Yahaya, our re­
spected foreign affairs analyst and 
for most of us, an elder with broad 
shoulders. He insisted that it.must 
be done.

I am still resisting for a number 
of reasons.

First, too few people may be 
interested in buying what they will 
probably not understand and I will 
be unable to rewrite — unless I can 
get a 36-hour day for instance. Sec­
ond, there is the grave danger of the 
possibility of becoming rich, in case 
people decide to buy, any how. And 
as Malam Adamu Ciroma said, that 
is a danger that must be resisted. 
Three, somehow I feel as if the day is 
not long away when I will begin to 
write good definitions — the type 1 
would wish to be remembered for. 
So why the hurry?
Free press

Whenever people say Nigeria's 
press is the freest in Africa, I try to 
watch the corners of their mouths. 
Are they foaming and moaning or 
are they warming to state the next 

I great thing? I usually wish to yawn 
in such circumstances. The question, 
however, is: Ought they to cry for 
Africa or clap for Nigeria? I wonder.

But the truth is that the press in 
Nigeria is free — it is the journalists 
who are in chains.
Newspaper — Noose paper, good 
enough for hangman.
IRS — Infernal Revenue Service — 
those who pay it, bum; those who 
don't, don't.
AIDS — Acquired Inefficiency and 
Deficiency Syndrome. That's exactly 
what the bureaucracy is suffering 
from. And my God! There's no cure 
for it.
Success — All you need in this life is 
ignorance and confidence, and then 
success is sure.

custom.
I Some people 
| have written telling 
I me pieces of their 

\ I minds. And if their 
^KRIminds had many 

I pieces they told me 
\ \ " the worst ones. One

suggested that 
ought to be 

I ashamed of myself 
"if I could think of 

no occupation more respectable than 
making people laugh. And I became 
ashamed of myself but I couldft't 
understand whether he read and 
laughed orassumed thatsinceit was 
something in humour it must be 
funny business.

I One other suggested I must re­
name the column as definition in tears, 
because to him, it is always too diffi­
cult to make out the point. Instead of 
accusing me of failure to communi­
cate, he accused himself of failure to 
understand. Whenever I read stuff 
like this I make a sincere promise to 
settle down one day to make effort 
to learn how to write — and be 
understood. The trouble is that 1 
never get the time.

Here in Citizen there is appar­
ently only one person who has the 
time. Her Majesty (ma-jesty, a lady 
who jests more than is good for her) 
Empress Bilkisu II. She is the only 
one who can sneer at deadline be­
cause it will never catch her. Of the 
guilty party I am the worst offender. 
I turn all my deadlines into livelines
— live with current, and they all 
shock me — all at once. It makes 
schedules stalled, many weekends
— including my own — destroyed, 
and many finer points that could 
have been made muddled.

And that brings me to the per- 
i ennial point. It beats me but many 

think they get the point of the defin i- 
tions. I must confess that whenever 
I am forced to read the definitions, I 
always say (internally of course), 
"Dear me! What do I mean"?

Yet with all this,many have sug­
gested that I should publish all the 
past definitions as a book. The most 
recent suggestion was from Ambas-

—Twain 
Power — Nearly all men can stand 
adversity, but if you want to test a 

man's character, give him power.
—Lincoln Labourer — The bucket stops here. 

Manager — Management is the art 
of getting other people to do all 
the work — and taking the credit-



Flashing white teeth and fresh sweet breath... that’s Close-up appeal!

When you're Close-Up that's 
when Close-Up counts Flashing ; 
white teeth and a fresh mouth, 

that's what you get from the Fluoride 
and mouthwash in Close-Up.

Get fresh breath confidence from 
'Close-Up.
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* Low heat of 
constructioi

* Medium setting time • allows transportation of mixed concrete 
to sites.

SOKOTO CEMENT 
commitment .it© progress

CEMENT COMPANY OF 
NORTHERN NIGERIA PLC.
HEAD CFF1CE/FACTORY KALAMBAINA ROAD. P M B 2166. SOKOTO. NIGERIA

TEL <060) 200018. 231827.231210.
TELEX No. 73101 SOKCEM NG TELEXFAX No. (060) 234806

LAGOS L1ABOMomcc 1. PAItX LAKE. APAPA LAGOS TEL (0l>

The development of SOKOTO CEMENT from 
raw materials to finish product is symmetrically 
ensured to give you topmost quality cement/ 
performance.
Some qualities of SOKOTO CEMENT that attest 
to this age-long commitment:

)f hydration • which makes it suitable for massive 
on jobs i.e. Bridges, Dams, heavy structural supports

1 j
’ Low alkali content • makes it resistant to chemical and corrosive 

attacks. Best for heavy and marine construction.
* Highest strength achievable in concrete structure by any 

Portland Cement
* Dark grey finish texture bestow an appealling lustre
* Most competitive market price per SOkgs bag
* Availability nation-wide
The high quality of SOKOTO CEMENT had been 
affirmed through its numerous applications from 
the commonest blocks to residential buildings, 
dams, bridges, sky-scrappers, etc.

Whenever the job requires real cement, 
make sure it's SOKOTO CEMENT

.. the shining star of quality

Winner of the seal of NIS quality 
(NIS No. 11) 1982-1988 and 1989 
Silver Award from the Standard 
Organisation of Nigeria.


