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PREFACE

Accounts Officer All T. Muham- 
madu

Deputy Finance Manager Alhassan 
Kutlgi

Nigeria is indeed a land of contrasts. Its sheer 
size makes this inevitable. One contrast is the 
threat of the sea to the south and of the desert to the 
north. While thedelugeofrainand the surge of the 
Atlantic has been threatening to engulf the 
wealthy neighbourhoods of Victoria Island and 
Ikoyi in coastal Lagos, the severe shortage of rains 
and human activities have been turning the al­
ready poverty striken northern fringes of the 
country into even more impoverished dustbowls. 
The implications of this desertification are fright­

ening not only for the millions who eke out a living 
from this harsh environment or in the alternative, 
are forced to migrate literary to greener pastures. 
The implications are also frightening for the entire 
country. For one thing, half the livestock that pro­
vides a considerable amount of the protein re­
quirement of the population is raised here. For 
another, the migrations that have often resulted 
from the desertification have been constant 
sources of violent community clashes.
What is the nature of the desertification threat? 

What has been done to check these threats and 
how effectively? Mahmud Jega and Tawey Zakka 
went out to find the answers to these and other 
questions, Jega to Sokoto, Kano, Katsina and 
Borno states, Zakka to Zaria where we thought 
much relevant research must have gone on at the 
agricultural and environmental departments. 
They found that there has been more lipservice 
paid to stopping the scourge than actually doing 
anything about it.
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Nigeria is indeed a land of contrasts. Its sheer 
size makes this inevitable. One contrast is the 
threat of the sea to the south and of the desert to the 
north. While the deluge of rain and the surge of the 
Atlantic has been threatening to engulf the 
wealthy neighbourhoods of Victoria Island and 
Ikoyi in coastal Lagos, the severe shortage of rains 
and human activities have been turning the al­
ready poverty striken northern fringes of the 
country into even more impoverished dustbowls. 
The implications of this desertification are fright­

ening not only for the millions who eke out a living 
from this harsh environment or in the alternative, 
are forced to migrate literary to greener pastures. 
The implications are also frightening for the entire 
country. For one thing, half the livestock that pro­
vides a considerable amount of the protein re­
quirement of the population is raised here. For 
another, the migrations that have often resulted 
from the desertification have been constant 
sources of violent community clashes.

What is the nature of the desertification threat? 
What has been done to check these threats and 
how effectively? Mahmud Jega and Tawey Zakka 
went out to find the answers to these and other 
questions, Jega to Sokoto, Kano, Katsina and 
Bomo states, Zakka to Zaria where we thought 
much relevant research must have gone on at the 
agricultural and environmental departments. 
They found that there has been more lipservice 
paid to stopping the scourge than actually doing 
anything about it.
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CORREC

you have 
truly the

Mashood O. Omotosho, 
Dass Local Government Secretariat, 
Bauchi State.

Mohammed Mamman Saba 
P. Nt B. 28,

duce the price of the magazine to N 5. 
I presume your magazine is for the 

masses. One therefore expects reliable 
and factual stories which will earn the 
magazine a lot of customers, but the 
higher the price the lower the demand. 
Ibrahim A. A. Yahaya
P. O. Box 250
Kaduna

get here until Thursday when one 
might have exhausted his/her money 
buying other magazines.
I wish you good luck and God's guid­
ance.
Mrs. Larai Omofonma (Nee Ambi) 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, 
Maiduguri.

Binta Dabup
Uncle Bado Memorial School, 
15 Isa Kaita Road,
P.O.Box 1703, Kaduna.

In our leader last week on the 
death of Dr. K. O. Mbadiwe, we 
said he died on September 29 and 
that Th£ Guardian reported it the 
following day.
Obviously we goofed as today is 

September 17.
Dr. Mbadiwe died on August 29 

and Tht Guardian reported it on 
August 30.

Sir,
I commend you for your timely ven­

ture into the magazine world. The 
very name "Citizen" makes one expec­
tant of literature that would be rele­
vant to the lives of each and everyone 
of us.

I find your magazine mentally and 
morally stimulating so far. I hope you 
will adhere to your initial efforts and 
sustain a magazineof  quality as well as 
appeal to the generality of people.
Yes, magazines are becoming almost 

as abundant as newspapers. My 
choice is your magazine because of its 
unbiased and analytical approach 
about issues that are meaningful to us 
all.

Keep up the challenge ; 
taken and continue to be 
magazine for all citizens.

Sir,
I'll be grateful if you kindly publish 

my opinion on Babangida's speech 
published in your magazine dated 
September 03-10 (Vol 1 No. 3).
From the fact that the former Chief of 

General Staff (C.GS.) remains the vice 
president of the country and no single 
civilian has been initiated into the 
AFRC, this seems to be an attempt to 
militarise the politics of the country 
towards 1992 rather than an attempt 
by the Fed eral Military Government to 
"systematically deregulate and de­
militarise the process of politics and 
government in the period leading to 
1992".

Sir,
I will like to make a few observations Sir,

as regards the quality’of the magazine. Going through your maiden and the
1.1 am not impressed by the quality of two subsequent editions, I am forced
the cover. I wish more effort should be to advice you to go into investigative

journalism rather than the arm-chair 
LhOT is too much white in the journalism because your readers will 

>f the paper; it is also too hard, not gel their ten (N10.00) Naira value 
from events already told by other 
papers and analysed by your men.

zine is too high. 1 know you must have 
considered the cost of printing matcri- 

of the country fixed this price."^ *”

Still I will like to suggest to you to 
increase your space for advert, in­
crease your advert rates and then re­

made to give it a better look.
2.1 feel there is too much white in the 
pagesof . .
3, It looks as if you people are in dire 
need of writers. As at now, you hare 
only four journalists featuring in the 
magarin^ which is not good enough.
4.1 agreed with one Sadiq Ibrahim of ________
Habib Bank, Kaduna, that the pictures Minna, Niger State, 
in your people's column need to be in 
colour although there is more time for 
improvement, most especially as you TOO pricey, 
are just entering the market It should 
be noted too that engaging competent Sir,
journalists attracts high demand of the ThelONairacovcrprireofyourmaga- 
magarirp ...

finally, effort should be geared to- c ____ ........
wards making the magazine reach all als and other expenses before yoil 
nooks and comers of th** mimwv c.^i —.
promptly, at least by Monday morn­
ing, like any other magazine. I am in 
Maiduguri and the magazine docs not

setters to Ofzen, carrying names, signaturtes and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed 
double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G. 11 Unguwan Kanawa, PMB 2S34,’ Kaduna
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NIGER STATE HOUSING CORPORATION

OUR SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC

For more details please contact
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The General manager,
Niger State Housing Corporation,
P.M.B. 105,
Paiko Road,
Minna.
Telephone: 222186 or 222979 (Monday - Friday)

'’sun

Contact us today for all housing needs, a trial would convince you. 
Niger State Housing Corporation: "over a decade in Housing business".

Dr Muitapha Zubaini 
GenJral^Jger, Niger Stale 

Hou ring Corp, Minna.

1. SALES OF PLOTS, LAND AND HOUSES:
We have developed Housing Estates in Minna and Suleja. The Corporation has sold most houses 

on owner occupier basis to Corporate bodies and individuals. At present the Corporation under 
its Home Ownership Scheme, has serviced plots of land of various densities (at various locations 
in the State) to all participants in the scheme. 700 hectares of land in Minna, Suleja, Kon tagora, Bida 
and all the local government Headquarters in the State has been acquired for the scheme
2. Under our Co-operative Housing Scheme, one is enabled to own houses on serviced plots, and 
can build more rooms or improve on the quality of finish.

CONTRACT JOB EXECUTION
The Corporation has embarked upon numerous contract jobs for the Federal and State Govern­

ment, Corporate bodies, parastatals and individuals.
Under our consultancy services, a consultancy unit has been set up for the Purpose of providing 

comprehensive professional services to Nigerians in the field of Housing development, planning 
and engineering.

OTHER SERVICES
We have embarked on a commercialisation drive that has led to the construction of 3 in number 

commercial complexes worth over 4.0 million in Minna capital of Niger State.
The Corporation offers catering and residential facilities at its motels at Minna, Suleja and Kaduna 

at cheap and affordable prices. Our motel at Minna offers sporting facilities for Badminton and 
lawn tennis, it also has a swimming pool, and a conference hall for your meetings and conferences, 
general receptions and the like.
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its Home Ownership Scheme, has serviced plots of land of various densities (at various locations 
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and all the local government Headquarters in the State has been acquired for the scheme
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can build more rooms or improve on the quality of finish.
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; ends up in the 
foreign experts.

Cutting the military to size
A fortnight into the hurricane of re­

tirements now sweeping through the 
armed forces, it is pretty obvious that, 
though not on the agenda of the transi­
tion to civil rule in 1992, the trimming 
of the armed forces is probably the 
most significant — after the felt need 
for entrenching a culture of public 
accountability along the emerging 
political class.
Though missing on the agenda, any-

For decades now the Sahara desert, 
the world's largest, has been marching 
southwards without let, slowly but 
ever so surely. According to Alhaji M 
D Gusau, Sokoto State's Director of 
Forestry, the most conservative esti­
mate of this march is three kilometres 
per year. At this speed and with the 
country extending 1050 kilometres 
from north to south, it would take 
about 350 years for the Sahara to meet 
the Atlantic.

Thirty-five decades is hardly a life­
time in the time-scale of nations. If this 
sounds rather alarmist, consider the 
fact that not only is thedesert knocking 
on our doors, it actually has a foot in it 
already. According to the experts 
some 125,000 square kilometres com­
prising extensive areas of Borno, 
Kano, Katsina and Sokoto States are 
already desert-prone. One docs not 
need to be an expert to see that such 
citiesas Maiduguri, Kano, Katsina and 
Sokoto have become increasingly 
sandy in the last decade or so.

It would of course be wrong to as­
sume a straight-line movement of the 
desert. Like the sea which is 1,050 
kilometres away, desert sand too ebbs 
and flows. This means it could take 
more than 350 years for the twain to 
meet. In this, however, lies the danger 
of what seems to us to be official com­
placency.
This is not to say that there is lack of 

awareness of the danger posed by the 
desert's march. Quite the contrary. 
Indeed a lot of money and time have 
been spent in an attempt to stem its

It will be easy to blame the conserva­
tive nature of the people for sticking to 
tree-felling inspite of its obvious dan­
ger to the environment. Bu t that would 
be mistaken for the obvious reason 
that it begs the question why they 
would prefer what seems a backward 
source of energy to a modern one. The 
answer, probably lies in the fact that all 
told, fuel-wood is still more economi­
cal for them than kerosene or gas 
stoves.
It needs little imagination to sec why. 

All toooften thedead hand of bureauc­
racy coupled with corruption ensures 
that the stoves are delivered to con­
sumers at costs they can hardly afford. 
Then of course there is the official pre- 
sumptiousness that Big Brother knows 
what is good for you, with the result 
that such campaigns have little or no 
input from the grassroots. The predict­
able result is that tree-felling goes on 
regardless.
Obviously we cannot go on this way. 

Whether it is nature on the one hand, 
or deforestation over-cropping by 
human beings and over-grazing by 
livestock, on the other, we must evolve 
cost-effective and people-oriented 
strategies for meeting the challenge of 
the desert. There is abundant local 
expertise to be tapped for meeting this 
challenge. The problem is that we 
seem to prefer foreign sponsored proj­
ects with all their glamour, forgetting 
that invariably the bulk of the foreign 
funding they bring 
pockets of so called f

Conference, he 
told his audi­
ence that it was 
time to take 
stock of the 
size and logis­
tics of the 
army. "In an 
environment 
of fierce com­
petitive de­

one who cared to observe President 
Ibrahim Babangida closely, would 
have noticed that the exercise was a 
top priority of his administration's. As 
far back as January, if not earlier, he 
was already dropping strong hints 
that he intended to leave behind an 
armed forces small enough for the 
economy to sustain. For instance, on 
January 22, on the occasion of this 
year's Chief of Army Staff Annual

ominous march. The problem, as is all 
too often the case, is that we have been 
rather wasteful and unimaginative in 
our attempt.

According to Dr. Yahaya Abdullahi, 
the head of the department of Agricul­
tural Economics and Rural Sociology 
of Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, 
the current strategy for stemming the 
desert seem to emphasise the institu­
tional and technological aspects of it to 
the neglect of the human and ecologi­
cal aspects. Take the specific instance 
of tree-felling for fuel-wood. This is 
widely acknowledged as one major 
source of desertification. Government 
strategy for checking this activity 
seems to focus on a campaign to per­
suade people to switch from fuel­
wood to kerosene or gas stoves. How­
ever, several years and thousands of 
stoves later, the people still persist in 
their age-old habits of using fuel­
wood.
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system the 
country has 
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since the Sec­
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here that the Na- 
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spread abuse of public trust by those 
who held public office, but there were 
significant exceptions. In any case the

Chief 
A s i o d u i- ' 
wanted gov- H 
ernment to I 
sponsor the fe - 
conference. It was t 
tional Consultative For

the country's political framework re­
opened in the wake of conclusion of 
the last Constituent Assembly. Essen-

fire-arm trainc^ in the use of 
whit t—• S‘. ^ne ’heders to imagine 
for « k.d °f W°rk the dcviI "fifi find 
!22}iffiidle hands.

the first place. Left to their own de­
vises, but within a general framework 
that would ensure free and fair elec­
tions, the transition programme 
would have cost the politicians and 
ultimately the tax-payer, far less than it 
has done already.

The trimming of the armed forces 
should mean priority for those retired 
over the funding of political parties. 
Otherwise the Third Republic would 
inherit a manageable army alright, but 
would also inherit a more dangerous 
army of unemployed that would make

"the Nigerian Army Yet the trimming exercise is a task
. '"‘•power ,n exercise to audit its that President Babangida must carry
Jk^uipm35 an inventory out, wants his administration to •------------r------ ------------------ ~
^Egest of ,n The army is by far the be succeeded by a lasting Third Re- authorities have always emphasised
tary e three arms of the mili- public. We do not believe that the size that such jobs were to be regarded as

As if in _ of »»>* armv has much to do with its military postings.
wJuWPah’°" °f thC ‘hc COUP' prone. If that were so tne * ’ -• - -

C1Sn” that co M and *he criti- first coup would have waited till after 
Undcrscored k ensuc/ *he president the civil war when the armed forces 
°fivious thro ^ad SinCe ^ocome gTCW into it> present formidable size,
^foely, tfle SAP regime. So trimming the army cannot be suffi-
2°t out on -> — administration was cient guarantee against < ’*!~
“““angida W** “"test. Said 
°UrWovi "'^'Ueforthepeaceof 

s«an ann™2Inmlng CXOTise il would 
Pdate wom e"slonisthemoreappro- 
F°r ’here » b” "’“understanding. 
S*°ns tha. now grave apprehen- 
"°» it does
^•ortaia mV* *nf° ’ wi,cl’l’“nt a la
Civil «rvi~ an;n'Ki'5 P>"8<’ the
^alcosX'" Ihe 7°S' “Uld a

’» payre  ̂f 'on« ‘f“'ready Oftraal figures of those 
but *?’1,01 bem released,
095 includT rc8'on o/ 600 offi-

bom in controversy tially Asiodu and company wanted a 
u ------- French model of democracy where an

elected president left much of the run­
ning of government to an elected 
prime minister. This was as opposed to 
the American executive presidential

secretaries" led by Chief Phillip 
Asiodu, in a paid advertisement in the 

j . ------— »pvn- Kaduna-based Democrat on February
ihL.'rte the National Con- 11. The group wanted the debate on
lhVB Forum and which was to ■

September 6, seas in

10
Headers_______

man^^rTy°ut an exercise to audi 
s.^power,------ -

tlw^fo^e?>,e Would 1x1 surprised that 
the National Conference on 
»red Dnv!?„"a“°^.‘>'iB,iOn.SPOn- 

-"ative Pontm'and'whTh"

°n ^P’emoer 6, was in 
theend aborted by lheauthorities. The 

. rence was to.ii hi controversy 
and controversy dogged itali the way 
to Its abortion.

What apparently started it all was a 
similar conference mooted by a group 
of former soiled “super permanent

public. Wedonot Deueveuuii ------
of the army has much to do with its military postings.
being coup-prone. If that were so the Second, those who are retired for 

coup would have waitca mi mkcT reasons of redundancy must receive 
the civil war when the armed forces their pensions promptly. The pen- 
grew into its present formidable size, sions themselves should reflect the 
So trimming the army cannot be suffi- value of the naira, otherwise they
dent guarantee against coups. It is, would be of little use. The financial
however, an absolutely necessary first implication of this second point is
step. enormous. Exact figures may not be
According to Soja (November/De- readily available but the costs must

cember 1989), the official organ of the run into hundreds of millions of Naira.
Army, defence spending last year was The question is where to find the
7.47% of the year's budget. This wasat money. We think one way is for gov- 
a time when health was getting less emment to withdraw its fundingof the 
than 1% of the budget. Between 1967, political process beyond organising 
the year of the Civil War, and last year, elections and marginal subsidy of
military spending averaged 15%, far party expenses. It did not have any 
and away the single biggest allocation business getting involved with this in
and bigger than the allocation for • - • • •
health, housing and education com­
bined. Obviously there is a trade-off 
between guns and butter. It is pre-

- •‘■’-maincr t cisely for this reason that the armed
Being 'vhisDerpd°IRS 8Cnera's are forces must be trimmed, otherwise

The apprc}fp *>CCn Faced with no choice but to trim the
8*>und »hat not nnJS °n °bvious armed forces'the Babangida admini- 

>dd fo ‘he a?" y7°UW 'hC “er‘ S,ratiOn « Pai"'“s «
------- -- already exrsting mass possible. The first step is to ensure that 

the exercise is done not only fairly, but 
be seen to be transparently fair. For 
instance, the holding of political post it well-nigh impossible to maintain 
should not be a criterion for retrench- law ain

ment. There may have been wide-

Conference that never was

Yet the trimming exercise is a
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approached the 
unous. In quick 

the Nigerian Bar Associa-

Doe: he lived by the sword ...
fizzled out as Doe consolidated his 
repressive reign. Several attempts to 
unseat him only opened the flood 
gates of more executions and swelled 
the population of Liberian exiles.

It was from this group that the rebel­
lion which claimed the life of Doe and 
several thousands before him was 
hatched last December. Led by Char­
les Taylor, the rebels of the National 
Patriotic Front, NPF advanced from 
hinterland Nimba county into Monro­
via where they forced Doe to retreat 
into a heavily fortified Mansion.

Sadly, the emergence of Prince 
Johnson's faction of rebels fighting 
against Doe and Taylor only added 
another dimension to an already hope­
less case of power struggle. It was on 
this rather slippery terrain of carnage

Events took a dramatic turn in war­
tom Liberia last week, first with the 
capture of Samuel Kanyon Doe by 
rebel forces led by Prince Yormie 
Johnson and later his death in captivity 
from gun wounds. Few would shed 
tears for the pathetic, violent manner 
he died. The option of resignation 
remained open to him when it was 
clear he had lost the mandate of his 
people, but he stuck to his fatalistic 
instinct.
The emergence of Doe ten years ago 

signalled the end of the relative politi­
cal stability that reigned in Africa's 
oldest republic. Although he was able 
to gather the support of Liberians at 
the initial stage of his regime, having 
displaced the arrogant clan of Ameri- 
can-Liberians, these sentiments soon

and instability and amidst threats of 
reprisals from Taylor the ECOWAS 
monitoring group landed its contro­
versial peace keeping force - ECO­
MOG. Despite their presence peace 
has eluded Liberia as a ceasefire be­
tween the warring rebel factions has 
not been secured.
Clearly, the most urgent step is secur­

ing a ceasefire between the rebel fac­
tions and the establishment of an in­
terim government until elections are 
held.

For this to succeed, Johnson and 
Taylor will have to surbordinate per­
sonal glory for the wider interests of 
Liberia. They must surrender their 
arms and join an interim government 
in the onerous task of reconstruction 
and rehabilitation Liberia urgently 
requires.

Made up of well-known social critics 
like Dr. Beko Ransome Kuti and Mr. 
Alao Aka-Bashorun, the forum 
thought government had no business 
getting involved in such a conference. 
An attempt to bring the two groups 
together looked possible at first but in 
the event it floundered. Predictably 
recriminations ensued and the Asiodu 
group withdrew. The forum then pro­
ceeded regardless.
Few people would be surprised that 

the conference could not hold after all, 
but the signs that the conference might 
be aborted surfaced rather late in the 
day. The first sign came in President 
Babangida's August 27, speech cele­
brating his fifth year in power. "In­
deed" said the president, "I have ob­
served that a section of the polit 
elite is using the national question 
platform to cause political mischief." It 
was obvious who the cap fit, but it still 
be left room to hope that the confer­
ence would still be allowed to hold; by 
•then invited government functionar­
ies had not turned down their invita­
tions and more significantly the au­
thorities at the National Theatre, the 
venue of the conference, had, accord­
ing to Dr. Ramsome Kuti, given the go- 
ahead.

However as D-day i 
signs grew more omi 
succession

tion, the two political parties jointly, 
the NLC and leading invitees like for­
mer President Shehu Shagari and 
Chief Asiodu, either denounced the 
conference, declined their invitations 
or pleaded stalemate as reason for 
their inability to attend.
The most definitive signs came from 

Professor Jerry Cana, the Chairman of 
Mamser, and Prince Bola Ajibola, the 
Justice Minister. Cana, on his part, told 
"Abuja Newsday" a day before the 
conference that it would lead to a 
coup! The justice Minister on the other 
hand told the organisers in a two-page 
letter, also the day before the confer­
ence, that he could not accept their 
invitation because he could not con­
ceivably be part of a conference that 
risked violating Decree 19 on the tran­
sition to civil rule. The relevant section 
of the decree stated that any action 
prejudicial to the realisation of the 
transition programme could fetch one 
a maximum of five years in jail with no 
option of fine. Presumably the confer­
ence fell under such actions.
Still the forum and many participants 

apparently thought the authorities 
were merely bluffing for come the 
moming of September 6, they turned 
up at the National Theatre, venue of 
the conference. To their consternation, 
the place was sealed.

Which is a great pity. Here at the 
Citizen, wedoubt that much use would 
have come out of the conference. Since 
the demise of the Second Republic, we 
doubt that much has happened to 
warrant the kind of radical review of 
the country's political framework that 
the conference organisers probably 
had in mind. The April 22 coup at­
tempt may have shaken the country to 
the core but this was more due to its 
bloody and violent nature than to any 
fresh question it raised.

At stake here, however, was not the 
valueoftheconferenceoranylackofit.  
At stake was the right of Nigerians to 
speak freely about how the country 
should be organised. Some mischief 
may be committed in the process, but 
since mischief is, fortunately or unfor­
tunately, in the eye of the beholder, we 
would have thought that the wiser 
thing to do was for the authorities to 
have given the organisers and partici­
pants the benefit of doubt.

It is a pity that government appar­
ently listened to the unduealarm of the 
Jerry Ganasand went ahead to halt the 
national conference. By so doing the 
government has alas given ammuni­
tion to cynics who say its human rights 
policy is little more than a sham, and 
has thus put those who sympathize 
with its predicament on the defensive.
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When I called George Bush King 
George ibn Bush, many people called 
to offer suggestions. One in particular 
deserves acknowledgement. He said 
the correct name should have been: His 
Majesty King George ilm Bush al-Sa'udi. 
I heartily agree with him and sincerely 
regret the serious oversight.
Come to think of it the name al-Sa'udi 

is very appropriate for King George. 
Just recall what theal-Sa'ud family has 
done to Islam over the years. No 
American king can hope to rival their 
destructiveachievement. But in recent 
days it has started to become clear 
from where the Saud is get their orders.
They had told the world that it was 

their will — I don't know where or 
how or when they got one — that they 
requested the presence of American 
troops on their soil. The other day the 
commander of the America forces was 
reported to have shouted down a 
Saudi National Guard commander 
who, thinking that Saudi Arabia had 
any sovereignty, expected the Ameri­
can general to take orders from him. 
The American commander was right, 
thcSaudi National Guard commander 
had no business issuing orders to him. 
His army is not that of defence or 
friendship: it is that of occupation. 
And is that clear? The Americans 
indirectly said as much when they dug 
in for a long, and perhaps permanent, 
stay.
They have good reason to be hopeful. 

The Muslim World appears to be deep 
in sleep of neglect. You can't fauk 
American strategists on good timing: 
though of course you can't protect 
them from its ill effects when it finally 
turns sour. As it sure will. Before it 
does I can give a suggestion to the 
Americans. I assume of course that

J? yyA //J

Ohmigtf
America win '
misation of profits-A-/r 
expectsARAMCOtoP,aj r ^A7
less than the Kingd° f»/ f^-dayrnus.^ I

Since business foll°1* 0
that American guns ha t?* S
occupied and defil <̂ 
lyland, the next step t^.^li^ 
as it is irresistible to cap j d/?'
World must have 
goldmine that is it#
close to three million ’ J
there to perform ritesc ’ 0 
The logic of the pilg^ 
lam, whatever else brC’1 
resilience, continues 
without frontiers—an‘%jri# 
ideological fraternity l° irri^ tt1 

tenges to crush. 
sometimes latent but tf^5 t1 
Now Disney World oug ot , fry, 8^en. Picnickers ^'^r JI . V

pected to confront a sup qO i" any case .he Saudis " .IV „

length to get modemisat’ 
doit. th£?

Then if nothing happ^n 
can bring back all the idols jn to 
ism — all 300 of them " Ka'aba from where ‘hey b th  ̂
out centuries ago. And h jp 
will be no revolutionary Is a 
tail imperialist arrogance. ^79 thc 

For obvious reasons since ^cre in 
west believed that its interests 
great jeopardy in the Middle d 
West was perfectly right. An 
should the west do? It deci 

eep "sell" AWACS aircrafts to the Sa 
mJt for several billions of dollars. « 

Saudis paid for the planes, pay f°r 1 
fuelling, repair, maintenance and op 
eration so that American interests can 
be protected. The "sale" contract 
stipulated that only the Americans 
would be allowed to pilot the planes,
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Sahso 
meh®® 
south
A combination of nature and 
overcropping, overgrazing and 
deforestation by man, makes 
the battle to check th© south­
wards march of Sahara a losing 
battle — so far.

■
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Gateway to Katsina: on the fringeo of Sahara

Refugee tents on the outskirts of Kano during the 1973/74 drought 
influence has advanced even faster 
than the soil movement. In the words 
of Dr. S.P. Okoro, head of the Depart­
ment of Afforestation of Usmanu Dan- 
fodiyo University, Sokoto, this influ­
ence has reached out "all the way to the 
coast."
Desert prone areas in Nigeria, at pres­

ent is the region to the north of latitude 
12 N. This covers extensive areas of 
Borno, Kano, Katsina and Sokoto 
States and the northern extremes of

bubbled with life in the previous sea­
son will dieand human and animal life 
will become pale with weakness. A 
different kind of rug, brown and 
sandfilled will then cover much of this 
part of the country.

Season in, season out this rug has 
slowly but steadily marched south­
wards in the past several decades 
threatening the livelihood of the mil­
lions of men, women and children 
who eke out a living from the land. Its

The poetic beauty of nature lies in the 
sharp contrast it throws up in between 
seasons. The pouring rains now have 
spread a thick carpet of greenery over 
the land. From Lagos to Maiduguri the 
land throbs with active life. But a few 
months from now the carpet would be 
rolled up in the northern-most part of 
the country, revealing all the dirt and 
ugliness the same nature had covered. 
The scorching dryness of the Harmat- 
tan will set in, soaking up all moisture 
from the soil. Plants which have
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Emaciated cattle: victims of desertification

tions beyond the desert margin and is 
an aspect of the widespread deteriora­
tion of ecosystems under the com­
bined pressure of adverse and fluctu­
ating climate and excessive exploita­
tion".
While still quarrelling over its defini­

tion, the experts also disagree over its 
rate. 'It is very controversial", said Dr. 
S.P.Okoro. "Itisdeterminedbymany 
variables, including climate and hu­
man activities. Sometimes we refer to 
the rate of movement of soil particles, 
and sometimes to the advance of the 
influence of the desert. The influence 
advances faster and further than soil 
particles. In Nigeria, it reaches all the 
way to the coast".

The Director of Forestry in Sokoto 
State, Alhaji M.D. Gusau, also told 
Citizen that the matter is controversial. 
"I often see in the newspapers, that the 
desert is advancing at the rate of 5,10 
or 30 kilometres a year. I wonder what 
parameters they use. We have no 
measuring equipment per sc, but our 
estimates of the rate of advance of 
descrt-like conditions in Sokoto State 
is 3 kilometres per year".

There are established criteria, how­
ever, of deciding whether the desert 
has encroached upon an area. A plan 
prepared for the Kano State Govern­
ment by the Bayero University identi­
fied indices of desertification to in­

leads ultimately to desert-like condi- . cludedisappcaranceor degradation of

Bauchi State. This area of some 125,000 
square kilometres, according to esti­
mates by the National Committee on 
Arid Zone Afforestation, is 13% of 
Nigeria's total land area. One quarter 
of all Nigerians and half of all Nigeria's 
livestock resources are to be found in 
this region. This is clearly a matter that 
deserves serious concern.

Already, drought has become a fa­
miliar, if much feared, feature of the 
region's climatic conditions. No one 
can guarantee, with the approach of 
any rainy season, whether the rains 
will come, or if they do, how long they 
will last. Prayers for rains are now a 
permanent feature of life in the region, 
and no wonder. In the last 20 years 
alone, the Sahara's creeping annexa­
tion of the far northern states has led to 
frequent failuresof crops due todelays 
in the onset of rains or their early ter­
mination. The year 1984 for example 
witnessed a very late arrival of the 
rains. Many fanners in the extreme 
northern areas of Kano, Borno, Katsina 
and Sokoto States never had the 
chance to plant any crop that year. The 
more daring farmers who had gone 
ahead to plant the seeds before the 
rains fell (the desperate, but not unfa­
miliar, practice of bizne) saw their 
crops germinate in August and liter­
ally bum under the hot sun. Similar 
disasters have not occurred since 1986, 
due to the relatively regular rainfall 
that has fallen in the last 4 years, in­
cluding this year.
This is not to say that the Sahara has 

halted in its dusty tracks. Far from it, 
there is evidence to suggest that it is 
still marching southwards.

Although the desert itself has its 
goals and targets clearly defined, so to 
speak, authorities and experts con­
cerned with combating it find it diffi­
cult even to agree on a definition of de­
sertification. The National Committee 
on Arid Zone Afforestation has at­
tempted to get things moving by de­
fining it as "the spatial extension of 
desert-like conditions as a result of 
man's activities and impact on the eco­
systems of semi-arid regions mainly in 
desert-boundary regions". Later Ni­
gerian authorities also say it is the 
"dimunition or destruction of the bio­
logical potential of the land, which

vegetation, soil erosion by wind or 
water, mobilisation of sand dunes, wa­
terlogging, salinisation and alkanisa- 
tion of once productive lands, and the 
lowering of ground water tables

The first real attempt at systematic 
research into the human angle of de­
sertification, said Dr Yahaya 
Abubakar Abdullahi, head of the de­
partment of Agricultural Economics 
and Rural Sociology, A.B U. Zaria, 
was a proposal by a team of experts to 
the Borno State Government in 1987 
for a three-ycar pilot study on the so­
cial effect of desertification. The focus 
was to have been a village in an area 
where desertification "is already ac­
tive" and the result would have been a 
strategy to stop and rehabilitate the 
desert ravaged community by turning 
the area green, prevent further en­
croachment and through "proper" 
land management promote food and 
livestock production and sources of 
energy.
According to Dr. Abdullahi, the strat­

egy was three-fold. The first being 
developing the forestry industry by 
creating shelterbelts and woodlocks. 
The team's reasoning was that "for the 
next 100 years Nigerians will depend 
on wood fuel". For this strategy to 
work, he said, there has to be a change 
in land use. "Nigeria allows profligate 
land use, which is not seen anywhere 
else in the world", he said.
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solving the desertification question. 
He said officials appointed to handle 
the situation hardly understood it. He 
said the problem was created by 
human failure to act on the environ­
ment. The solution, therefore, accord­
ing to him, is not the distribution of 
tree seedlings or campaigns to con­
sume less wood fuel, as started by a 
former military governor of Borno 
State, Lt.Colonel Abdul-Mummuni 
Aminu, who bought thousands of 
stoves in the vain hope that rural 
dwellers would use it instead of wood. 
Neither does the solution lie in large 
scale irrigation scheme. What should 
be done, he said, was to design "decen­
tralised committee-based projects", 
small in scale. Dr. Abdullahi thinks the 
current strategies of government in ag­
riculture emphasise the institutional

COVER STORY
The second approach was to be inte­

gration of livestock and crop produc­
tion, which was expected to conserve 
water, control overgrazing and facili­
tate household food sufficiency. Dr 
Abdullahi believed that if ev< 
household has enough to cat then I

Dr. 
rery 

a  1 the
whole nation will have become self- 
sufficient. This strategy, too, envis­
aged land consolidation rather than 
the current trend of fragmented and 
small holdings. The third was the inte­
gration of the farming system with the 
lifestyles of the targeted community. 
This was to ensure that there be "mini­
mal destruction of treasured tradi­
tions". The community should be al­
lowed to control what new innovation 
would be introduced. For instance, 
Dr. Abdullahi said if the new technol­
ogy was in water supply, the people 
for whom it was meant should be al­
lowed to run it and pay for its mainte­
nance.

Unfortunately, the idea did not go 
down well with the Borno State Gov­
ernment, which Dr. Abdullahi said, 
asked for it in the first place. It did not 
give any reason for rejecting the pro­
posal. It simply did not get back to the 
team and the team did not bother to 
find out why, nor did it push for its 
acceptance. So lack of zeal killed what 
would have been the first scientific 
study of the desert scourge. The abor­
tion of the research proposal under­
standably irked Dr. Abdullahi who 
condemned the government effort at _—

sioner of Agriculture ICatsjjl^-

,ocal b ^ti”

go into paying

Alhaji Ahmed Maiwada,

Dr. Shetima Muotapha: Minister of
Agriculture ___
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come", he told Citizen.
On the impact on livestock produc­

tion, Dr. Okaiyeto said it was minimal. 
"Desertification does not make any 
difference", he said. 'There is no year 
when livestock dies because of lack of 
water or pasture". According to him, 
herdsmen arc always moving in 
search of new pastures. Available 
records indicate no deaths among the 
country's livestock population be­
tween 1961-1987 as a result of deserti­
fication. In 1961, there were, for in­
stance, 6.5 million head of cattle, 2.7 
million sheep and 133 million goats. 
In 1987, two decades later the figures

foreign experts, which our sources 
described as "unbelievably high by 
Nigerian standard". Another fear 
which they have about the project is 
whether local banks will be prepared 
to put their money in a project with a 
long gestation. The Nigerian commu­
nity development project is to be exe­
cuted over a six-year period.
Another view on the desert's scourge 

is provided by Dr. Peter Okaiyeto, 
head of the department of livestock 
research extension unit of the National 
Animal Production Research Institute 
at Shika, near Zaria. His view on the 
social and economic impact of deserti­
fication is to say the least mildly shock­
ing, but he seems honest in saying it. 
According to him, no community has 
been forced to move to a new settle­
ment by the encroaching desert. He 
reasoned that the Nigerian economy is 
so "robust" that 
"where desertifi­
cation has hit so 
hard, people 
have taken to 
trading". He 

-agrees this trad­
ing may not alto­
gether be legal; 
smuggling is in­
volved.

Dr. Okaiyeto 
■emarked that in 
Xukawa, about 

kilometres 
-om Maiduguri 
nd Lantewa, 67 

lometres from

_________ COVER STORY 
stood at 12 million cattle, 13.7 million 
sheep, and 23.7 million goats. The 
population of cattle has been the slow­
est in rising. Between 1981 and 1987 
increased averaged about only a mil- 
lion. Dr. Okaiyeto said the low growth 
rate was due to the killing of calves for 
meat even before they mature into 
adults.
To illustrate the irrelevance of deser­

tification to the production of live­
stock, Dr. Okaiyeto, himself an agro­
economist, pointed to Ethiopia and 
Australia, which though have large 
chunks of desert lands, are big live­
stock producers. He said the problem 
with Nigeria was that its leaders

Gashua, all in Borno State, people are inconsistencies". He said that live- 
in the grip of the desert, but they have stock could be raised successfully in 
not considered moving away. 'These Benue, Kwara, Bendel, and the north- 
P^ple will go away for a while to cm parts of Oyo and Ondo states. A 
trade but they always return to culti- large cattle-rearing Fulani population 
vate their small farms when the rains already exists in those places, he says 

and the twin problem of the tsetse fly 
and cultural cleavage could easily be 
overcome.

The impact of desertification can be 
reduced, according to him, by resting 
the traditional livestock producing 
northern states during a crisis situ­
ation and moving the herdsmen to 
those states with the potential for 
breeding livestock.

Most experts say that the activities of 
humans, much more than any global 
changes of climate, are responsible for 
desertification. Land areas bordering 
deserts are ecologically fragile and are 
unable to withstand too much pres­

sure, as can more 
stable areas such 
as guinea savan­
nah. (It must be 
added that no 
ecosystems is 
indestructible, 
including the 
sea). All over the 
world, un­
planned human 
exploitation of 
lands bordering 
the Arabian, 
Gobi, Atacama, 
Great Australian 
and North 
American des-
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erts has resulted in destruction of these 
lands and their subjugation by the 
deserts. The Sahara is by far the great­
est of all the world's deserts and occu­
pies nearly one-thirds of the total area 
of Africa. The region immediately to 
the south of the Sahara receives only 
little rainfall, some 711mm a year for 
Maiduguri, 762mm in Sokoto and 
912mm for Kano. The dry season is 
long and severe, evapotranspiration is 
high and vegetation is sparse and low.
In Nigeria however, some 25 million 

people now inhabit this precarious en­
vironment. The majority of them are 
fanners and, in their attempt to extract 
a living out of the land, have nowover- 
cropped it. In Kano state, for instance, 
90% of all available land is under culti­
vation. The arid region is also over- 
grazed. Although it has nothing re­
motely like the rich pastures to be 
found inthecentraland southern parts 
of Nigeria, it has the great advantage 
of being free from infestation by the 
tsetse fly Glossina. This fly is the car­
rier of trypanosomes, which cause 
sleeping sickness in cattle, but does not 
.venture to the far north because it 
requires alot of moisture. Cattle rear­
ers have for long decided that the 
tsetse fly is a worse adversary than 
aridity. As a result, half of Nigeria's 
cattle herds concentrate in this region, 
and have in time overgrazed the land.
Cattle are not the only culprits in the 

overgrazing of land, since millions of 
heads of goats and sheep also inhabit 
the region. The goat is a particularly 
rapacious feeder and is held by many 
authorities to be a major culprit in 
desertification. Mohammed Kuna, 
sociology lecturer at the Usmanu 
Danfodiyo University in Sokoto said, 
"Goats played an important role in the 
fall ofthe Roman civilisation. a goat is 
more destructive than a panther tank". 
At the UN-sponsored Conference on 
Desertification in Nairobi in 1977, 
some delegates said desertification 
will cease in many parts of the world if 
goats are removed.

Sheep are only slightly less destruc­
tive. There is evidence from other 
lands as to how sheep can destroy an 
environment. In the late 19th century, 
the American government persuaded 
the Navajo Indians in the state of New 
Mexico, to rear sheep in place of the

Stacked relief materials during the 1984 drought
game, for their part, set fire to large 
tracts of bush and forest in order to 
frighten out the animals, which they 
then hunt down. There is also the 
effect of "development" projects to 
contend with. Many large scale road 
and other construction projects pro­
ceed without regard to the conse­
quences they will have on the environ­
ment. All of these factors together 
have combined to destroy the fragile 
ecosystems of the arid zone.

The earliest official alarm to be 
sounded on the dangers facing these 
regions, so far as the records show, was 
raised by Stabbings in the 1930's. His 
highly alarmist report to the colonial 
authorities had predicted the total 
annexation of the northern regions by 
the Sahara. By his time-table, the proc­
ess should have been completed by 
now. It served a useful purpose all the 
same because the Anglo-French colo­
nials set up a joint Forestry Commis­
sion in 1938 to study the situation, it 
was disco vered that the situation at the 
time was not very depressing. Still, the 
colonial authorities in northern Nige­
ria introduced the neem tree from 
India and instituted a campaign of tree 
planting all over the region. In 
Kaduna, Zaria, Kano, Maiduguri, 
Katsina and Sokoto, among many 
northern cities, those trees planted in 
the 1940's mostly the neem tree 
Azadirachta, the silk-cotton tree Ceiba 
and Khaya (known in Hausa as Mad-

buffalo herds they once hunted all 
over the North American prairies. The 
unsuspecting Navajos agreed and for 
many years they prospered as the 
sheep flocks increased greatly. In time 
however the prosperity ended, the 
sheep having turned the lush vegeta­
tion into shifting sand and eroded 
gullies.

The arid lands of northern Nigeria 
are not only overcropped and over- 
grazed, they are over-forested as well. 
The huge population of these lands 
depend largely on firewood for their 
energy needs. People have therefore 
invaded the forests, such as there arc, 
and cut them until there are now only 
scattered stumps all around.
Rural areas in the far northern states 

depend on fuelwood for more than 
90% of their energy requirements, 
according to research carried out by 
forestry specialists. Even in the big 
towns, fuel wood supji’Kjs up to 60% of 
all energy requirements in Sokoto and 
40% in Kaduna. With the disappear­
ance of trees, it is becoming increas­
ingly difficult to meet requirements. 
Kano city, for example, consumes 
75,000 tonnes of firewood every year. 
Attempts to meet this need for fuel­
wood is a major factor in the disap­
pearance of trees, which in turn is the 
major cause of the increased cost of 
firewood. Some 18 to 20 percent of 
family incomes in Kaduna is now 
spent on firewood alone. Hunters of
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acci), today provide most Of the shade jUy(xrurThehy!teriathatacrompa- with deserts. One of the important
under which goods are hawked and nied these suggestions soon pettered conclusionsoftheconfcrencewasthat
penpterest. uut.gut that the matter came up at all although desertification was a pre

Since the 1940's, Nigerian govern- shows the degree of the problem. lem in many parts of the world,
ments at all levels have continued to Alhaji Muhammadu Arzika, a former remains essentially a local problem I
plant trees. Sometimes concern for the general manager of the Sokoto Rima each country to study and address its
landreachesfeverishproportions^jjt River Basin Development Authority, own situation. The Federal Govern-
happened after the great Sahelian who was a member of the constituent menlofNigcriasubsequcntlycstab-
famine of 1973 to 1974. More than assembly, at the time noted that deser- fished a National Committee on And-
100,000 people starved to death in the tification and its effect had become so Zone Afforestation, whose functions
Sahelatthetime.andmilfionsofcattle, severe that Nigerians were either have since been inherited by a myriad
sheep and goats were wiped out. dying or migrating. of afforestation agencies.
Hundreds of thousands of "ecological The members suggested, as a long The annual tree planting campaign
refugees* abandoned the land and tennsolution,thatgovcmmcntssetup are now religiously observed by the 
iled.somestreamingintoNigeriafrom farming belts, develop fast yielding government at all levels. The Presi-
neighbouring Niger and Chad repub- crops, create wind breakers and em- dcntoftheFederal Republic tradition­
lies. bark on a large scale afforestation. ally launches the campaign in July, to
In July 1988, aome members of the do. Desertification also gave serious con- be followed by state governors, local

’ ‘ government chairmen and traditional
rulers. This year, General Ibrahim 
Babangida launched the campaign on 
31st July al Jibia, in Katsina State. In 
previous years, he has launched it in 
Kano, Borno and Sokoto States.

In-between the launchings, a host of 
agencies, communities and individu­
als take up the task of planting trees. 
The Federal Department of Forestry 
has ceased direct tree planting for 
some years now, and only engages in 
monitoring and extension work. State 
forestry departments are however 
very active in the threatened states. 
Their efforts arc supplemented, some­
times surpassed, by those of the 
Drought and Desertification Control 
Programmes (DDCP7s). The DDCP's 
were created by the Federal Govern­
ment out of the Ecological problems 
Fund, which hitherto fought all envi­
ronmental problems including pollu- 

funct constituent assembly made an cem to governors of the 11 northern tion, erosion and desertification. Now
attempt to put the serious problem of states when two years, they initiated a financed by the Federal Government
desertification and related matters in committee to look into the problems of but controlled by the states, the DDCP
perspective when they sought, unsuc- desertification and its effects. When provide large quantities of tree seed-
---- t.ii., n— mon — madc its report avail- lings every year and distribute freely 

able to the governors, they went into to the people. They have also tried to 
|  r. transcend the method of state forestry 
desert encroachment, drought, pests, lem however was that the magnitude offices, which plant, water and care for
oil spillage, floods etc. of desertification had grown beyond their own trees. "We now try to arouse

The members, some of whom were resources of their governments. Ac- the interests of communities in tree
agricultural experts, said the issues, cordingly, the governors alerted the planting", the Katsina State Commis-
especially desertification and drought federal government. Not much has «;««««• r—aAlhari Ahmed
were a threat enough to warrant allo- changed.
eating 5% of the yearly budget to tackle Hot on the heels of "ecological refu- 
the problems. Of course, like most gees" disaster, the UN organised an 
issues in Nigeria, the seriousness of international conference at Nairobi in 
them arc only realised when they actu- 1“ „ 1------- L , '*••--

cessfully, to entrench in the 1989 con­
stitution—two directorates to deal on o_
permanent basis with the problems of action to implement its report. Prob-

of desertification had grown beyond 
resources of their governments. Ac-

sioner for Agriculture, Alhaji Ahmed 
Maiwada told Citizen. 'The previous 
method had faced alot of problems, 
and many seedlings wilted and died 

 after planting. Now we try to involve
1977 to harmonise ways of dealing the communities in looking after the

Citizen September 17,1990
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Sparse vegetation: giving way to desertification

Citizen September 17,1990

cred in the choice of species to be used 
in afforestation schemes will the proj­
ects stand much chance of succeeding. 
Trees are needed in the desert-prone 
regions not just to protect the soil but 
also to provide shade, animal fodder 
and fuel wood. If possible, they should 
also supply fruits for humans to eat.
The concern for fuel wood is particu­

larly serious. More than 1,500 million 
people throughout the world derive 
more than 90% of their energy require­
ments from firewood, and another 
1,000 million meet at least half of their 
energy requirements from the same

trees". lished 240 kilometres of shelterbelts,
Alhaji Abdullahi Jantulu, co-ordina- 1,806 hectares of woodlots, 3,362 

nnrn ;n CaVah »r»id r/f windbreaks and 3,068 trees planted on 
farmlands. In Sokoto State, in the last 
year, about 8 million tree seedlings 
were produced and distributed by all 
the agencies concerned. The forestry II 
project alone established 120 kilo­
metres of shelterbelt at the most des­
ert-prone sites, including Zurmi, Got- 
omo, Degere, Dole Kaina, Amore, 
Kainuwa, Takatuku and Mil Goma. 
Eighty hectares of woodlots and 270 
hectares of forest reserves were estab­
lished, including 150 hectares for pole­
wood and 10 hectares of gum arabic.

Which species of tree should be 
planted? Professor Tore Amborb, a 
leading authority on global forest re­
sources who spent many years re­
searching in Nigeria, has emphasised 
the multiple use to which trees are 

project sites in Katsina and Sokoto, in subjected. Only when this is consid- 
particular. Citizen correspondent saw **' —s— *- ’-------- •
large numbers of pick-up trucks of 
many brands, some marked "Grand­
in-aid from the Government of Japan".

In addition, communities, schools, 
local government authorities and pri­
vate individuals also plant trees of 
their own. If signboards are an accu­
rate guide, then Katsina State does this 
more than the other states. All along 
the highway leading to Katsina are 
signboards indicating private woo­
dlots planted with the help of the For­
estry Project.
All told, Katsina State has so far estab-

torof the DDCP in Sokoto, told Citizen, 
"People might not care very much for 
the trees unless they see visible short­
term gains involved. We therefore 
produce and distribute economic tree 
seedlings free-of-charge".
The afforestation schemes have also 

attracted the massive assistance of 
multilateral agencies, such as the 
World Bank and the European Eco­
nomic Community (EEC). In each of 
the affected states, there is a World 
Bank and Federal Government-as­
sisted Forestry Project. Evidently well 
financed, they maintain huge tree 
seedling nurseries all over their states. 
They are also well endowed with the 
logistical means to move seedlings, 
water cans, baskets for protecting 
seedlings and other material. At the

source. In Nigeria, an average user 
consumes 1.3 tonnes of firewood a 
year. Nigeria used up some 95 million 
cubic metres as fuel wood in 1985 and 
is projected to consume 136 million 
cubic metres by the year 2000. This ex­
cludes the wood consumed in Nigeria 
as pole wood, sawn wood, wood-based 
panels, paper and paperboards.
Some of the species that produce fuel­
wood in northern Nigeria are also 
among the toughest growing in the 
region. They include Guiera (known in 
Hausa as Sahara), Combretum (tsiriri), 
Combretum Micranthum (geza), Pilios- 
tigma (kalgo), Sclerocarya (dunya) and 
Detarium (taura). Other multipurpose 
species include the datepalm Hypan- 
aena, baobab Adansonia, Sheabutter 
tree Butryaspermum, kapok Bombax, 
Acacia albida (known in Hausa 
gawo) and Borrassus (giginya).

The problem of energy sources, in 
particular must be solved if the affor­
estation schemes are to make any 
headway. Professor Tore Arnborg, 
noting the depletion of fuel wood trees, 
has rhetorically asked, "Even if we 
produce enough food to eat by the year 
2000, how in the world arc we going to 
cook it?"
Some of the desert-prone states have 

tried to find solutions by shifting en­
ergy sources as much as possible from 
firewood to kerosine and gas. In 
Sokoto State, the government has re­
ceived a large consignment of single 
and double-burner kerosine stoves for 
distribution to civil servants. In 
Katsina, the commissioner for agricul­
ture also told Citizen that his state was 
reviving its own plans to purchase 
kerosine stoves.

But will all these schemes be able to 
control the desert? There is no doubt 
that all the schemes, useful as they are, 
suffer from the same problems that 
accompany most public projects in. 
Nigeria. In order to allow for the pos­
sibilities of their failure, Dr. Chidobelu. 
Offia has warned against the use of the 
geographical description "Africa 
South of the Sahara". "The day the 
Sahara meets the Atlantic", he wrote, 
"Africa will disappear as a reference 
area".
By Mahmud Jega, Tawey Zakka &= 
Mohammed Bomoi
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The no-love-lost romance between 
the National Association of Transport 
Owners (NARTO) and the National 
Union of Petroleum and Gas Workers 
(NUPENG) which finally resulted in a 
strike has now been resolved. The 
latter had called tanker drivers out on 

—nation-wide strike last Monday and 
■they stayed off the roads until 
■Wednesday, but not before the "ugly 
—onsequences of a prolonged strike",

The AFRC may have ended the con­
troversy when the President an­
nounced its decision in may last year. 
But chance events such as the NAF 
policy on admission into its schools 
will always also seek to pull off the lid.

policies.
During the last selection into the 

Nigerian Defence Academy's 42nd 
regular course, Abuja had a quota of 
four candidates, three on the main list 
and the other on reserve. The states 
each had 13. Major Umar said that the 
parents who travelled to Jos to see 
Wing Commander Akpam did not get 
a sympathetic hearing. He reportedly 
told them that candidates who had 
bought the admission form at N10 
each, sat for the examination and 
passed should claim the states to 
which they belonged before the crea­
tion of Abuja. The states are Kwara, 
Niger and Plateau, which ceded terri­
tory under the 1976 FCT decree.

According to Major Umar, he and 
other parents whose children have 
been deprived of entiy into the Air syml 
Force Military School, were content- force 
plating a court action against the 
school authorities. Their reason was 
that the NAF had nd cause to act differ­
ently from the army and the navy. 
They considered the air force's deci­

predicted at the start of the stay-away 
action had paralysed transport.
One of the sad effect of the strike was 

a fire which occured at a filling station 
near the Kaduna Central Market re­
sulting in the death of one person.

Many filling-stations across the na­
tion had locked up because they have 
exhausted their stock of fuel oil and 
other petroleum products.

At the few ones that were still open,

By Tawey Zakka
------------------ ©

The Nigerian Air Force has reopened 
the old can of controversies over the 
status of Abuja by its decision not to 
invite candidates of the Federal Capi­
tal Territory, Abuja to the final selec­
tion interview for admission into the 
Airforce Military School in Jos.
The interview took place on August 

16-22 but about 30 or so FCT candi­
dates who, Citizen learnt, made good 
grades in the June entrance examina­
tion did not put in an appearance. 
Their scores averaged 87, a score said 
to be second only to Imo State candi­
dates who came top.

Worried parents who had travelled 
to Jos to make inquiries returned to 
Abuja further disturbed, not so much 
about the admission into one of the 
military's elite schools which was 
denied their wards as by the fact of 
NAF's non-recognition of the special 
status of Abuja. The 1989 constitution 
makes Abuja a mayoralty, not a state.

Malam Abubakar Umar, a retired 
army major whose child also sat for the 
examination, told Citizen that the com­
mandant of the Air Force Military 
School, Wing Commander Nda 
Akpam said that there was a directive 
from the Nigerian Airforce headquar­
ters in Lagos not to give a separate 
quota to Abuja. By this directive, NAF 
has set itself apart from the army and 
navy authorities which have always 
given Abuja a quota in their admission

Tanker drivers call off strike
long queues of motorists stretching 
quite a long distance were a daily 
sight. Cooking gas has disappeared 
altogether and kerosene is most likely 
to go the same way. Many homes, 
where gas is used, had waited pa­
tiently in the hope that the strike 
would last only a day or two, but were 
forced to turn to fuelwood. This re­
turn, though temporary, to the tradi­
tional source of energy, raises the

Citizen Sentejnber 17.199(]

NAF school snubs Abuja
The airforce secondary school In Jos says It has no place for the children of Abuja residents

the house over the status question. 
The Armed Forces Ruling Council 
(AFRO put a lid on the can of contro­
versy by its stamp of approval of 
mayoralty for Abuja.
Before then committee 17 of the Con­

stituent Assembly, then headed by 
Malam Bashir Dalhatu, had recom­
mended that the constitution review 
committee's proposal that Abuja be 
treated like a state be retained. Ac­
cording to Malam Bashir, inhabitants 
of Abuja should enjoy the same rights 
as those of the states.

Those who opposed retaining the 
phrase "...as if it were a state", made 
popular by the controversy, argued 
that to make the territory a state would 
be to make some Nigerians strangers 
in a territory that was meant to be "a 

ibol of unity". The controversy 
.arced an adjournment of the work of 
the assembly once on February 2 last 
year. When it did resume three days 
later, the issue was put to the vote. The 
result was 235 against and 160 for 
making Abuja a state. Eight members 

sion on Abuja "a negation" of the fed- abstained from voting, 
oral government's effort to bring all v J-J *’
Nigerians with different backgrounds 
to Abuja.

Before the defunct Constituent As­
sembly resolved April last year to 
make Abuja a mayoralty, a ferocious 
debate, just as acrimonious as the 
sharia debate, had raged on the floor of
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spectreof massive tree-felling, thereby 
increasing the danger of desertifica­
tion.

Mr. Martin Ikediashi, President of 
NARTO, announced to the relief of all 
that the strike had been called off fol­
lowing a meeting with NUPENG, the 
NLC and officials of NNPC. During 
the meeting, all the issues in conten­
tion on the tanker drivers' demands 
were said to have been resolved.
He said that normal fuel suppli 
Under the new condition of service, 

drivers of double-axle trucks would 
now receive N400, an increase of N300 
while drivers on double trucks would 
cam N350 — an increase of 250%. 
Drivers on simple trucks are to cam 
N300, up from N100.
The tanker drivers' have complained 

for long on their demands, but two 
years of "peace talks" only produced a 
deadlock.

Beneath what ordinarily is a quarrel 
between worker and employer, rims a 
fast current of intrigue and blackmail.

Oil tankers: back on the road

It is alleged that NARTO itself engi­
neered the strike to force the federal 
government to pay up a N40 million 
debt incurred through haulage of fer­
tilizer by NARTO members. The asso­
ciation wants to use part of the money

to meet those demands of the striking 
drivers which it considers 'reason­
able'. The allegation was denied by 
NUPENG's spokesman in Kano, Mal- 
lam Garba Ahmed.

By Mohammed Bomoi 
----------------------- ----------------------©

• A former minister of Petroleum 
Resources. Professor Tam David- 
West, 51, Wednesday appeared be­
fore the special Military Tribunal on 
the Recovery of public property 
charged with "corrupt self-enrich­
ment". The alleged corrupt enrich­
ment amounted to whopping 
$57,117,443-that's about 4.6 billion 
Naira.

A government prosecutor, Mr 
Kolapo Adaabale, said before the tri­
bunal that the Professor allowed a 
U.S. based company Stinnes Inter-oil 
Incorporated Limited, to unlawfully 
withhold the $57 million being the 
balance of $157,117,443, representing 
the local value with interest of crude 
oil lifted by Stinnes under an off-shore 
producing agreement.

Tight security was evident at the 
venue of the trial-Race Course, Lagos, 
as armed soldiers and policemen took 
positions at strategic points around 
the venue. When the tribunal ad­
journed, the Professor David-West, 
was driven away in a police Black 
Maria.

NIGERIA IN BRIEF 
istrar of JAMB, said in the week that 
nine state owned universities would 
offer admission to only 7,000 candi­
dates. The number would make up for 
the 40,000 candidates that JAMB 
would place in 30 universities. Seven 
of the nine state universities have 
given their favourable response.

Dr Lateef Adegbite, Secretary General 
of the Nigerian Supreme Council for 
Islamic Affairs, has asked the Federal 
Government to release all muslims 
"convicted by a kangaroo type of jus­
tice" which was meted out to them by 
the Karibi-Whyte Tribunal after the 
Kafanchan riots in 1987.

The Nigerian Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, NISER, says N3.5 
billion was spent on the construction 
ofphaselof Abuja. Work there started 
nine years ago.

Dr. Eddy Ndekwu of NISER, told 
participants of a four-day workshop 
on the "Past, Present and Future" of 
Abuja that "an aggregate of financial 
resources of not less than N3.4 million 
or an annual average of N385.8 mil­
lion" was committed by government 
for the development of the new capital

between 1981 and 1989.
The Federal Government p 

80 per cent of the money anc 
1981,1982,1984 and 1986, the federal 
government provided the whole 
Federal Capital Territory financial 
resources. FCT itself generated 
N213.8 million in 1987, N177.1 mil­
lion in 1988 and N83.2 million in 
1989. Nobody is sure how much has 
been spent so far in building Abuja 
including Dr. Ndekwu himself.

Business Briefly------
Proceeds from Nigeria's exports of 

plastic products increased from 
N3.769 million in 1988 to N10.979 
million last year. The pctro-chemical 
sub-sector was responding to poli­
cies introduced by government, sur­
passing that of 1986 and 1987 when it 
rose from N150,000 to N317,000.
--------Sports Briefly----------
Milo maraton champion, Yohanna 

Waziri, finished a distant third in the 
5,000 metres race at the first inter­
zonal sports championship which 
kicked off in Lagos Thursday. Abba 
Mustapha representing zone 4 and 
Yusuf Yakubu, zone 6, returned 
14.27.65 and 14.35.53 minutes toL 
place first and second respectively, j
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BANKING sector

TneU-Wigsector ^tressed .nt^ac: .-tyc^reyeyirtJencv^asaresuT 
c( !ar.sng of n:w Commcrcel and Mcrtha-t Banks
measures taken to reduce excess Upaty. stem severe pesxreson dom.es'x prices 
and stab-« e«^rj-e p,c- arpigre rr.easu-cs are wXrawaJ cf govern-
re'ts Mnstr.esandPa'astataS'hnJstCTBanyandreCBNdrectvepacroaban 
cn naira loans secured by foregn exchange guaranteed funds or foreign dtposds 
i; is hearten ng to note that the rtergnty of re money ma-Set. which was unde rm red 
ry tre i Ou diy ct'S s created by abo« measures to re extent ret some operators 
reneged cn re r contractual cb' gatens 6 row Vy restored Traore acbwtes have 
roweser co"' r-ueo a: re snon term end

AS re '!•?■«! costs Cf Short term benorrng rj-,, ^.g , 
cempancs nave started io reerecl re severe o' 
po'rcw’GS and towards re issungof long term debt;
Casto Va''C
OPERATING RESULTS
Oespte growng comp.-:: on ana a more ttflcut erwonment you bank lor the second 
■ ns .cessonhas mi" -med •$ posIon Ngenas lead ng Merchant Bar* the 
9ar ■ acee/WJ c st rr: .> / improved resets compared with re pcceedng year

an al tme hgh oi N43 2 m .'.on compared w.tn 
an mcreise n! **9?.

i by 76 i% from N73262 mil.cn n 1989 to

CONCLUSION
The year 1559 was most cha'eng ng lor re bankng industry «n Nigeria I am sure the 
Snareho'ders w’l wish to jen re Board n thanking re management and staff lor trie r 
consderable efforts in a d.i' cult year We also thank our foreign correspondents and 
customers for trier support FmaJy. I remain eaut ousfy optmistc that your Bank is well 
pos-'.oned for grewth and pospenty n the fu'ure
Hunk you At HAJI MAHMOOD IBRAHIM ATT A

(Chairman)
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BANK LIMITED 
ineral Meeting - Chairman’s Address

2) Pm! t Ater Tu reached an 
N29809rr ’cnmi«9 an
Non mterest income went u> I 
N129P25 rrrpn mtwy
Total Eam.-,-s assets of M 567 o :«n m 1990 repcsent 
increase of i f ’, over pevous year’s fgtze of Ni 54i b
Sha-eho'dersLrdsrereasodN7B502m 'ontoNt 16782m: on

NEW BRANCHES
in furtherance of re bank's objective of estabshng a vsbe presence m the key 
f-•treat market and mdusbial zones m re country and io bung tre barks services noser 
to <ts customers. two new Branches at Oittshi and Jos wi be opened bo'ore the end 
of ths year Ths wil enhance re bank's compestve strength and rrr.pove its market 
siure especa. y m rorvbank depos-ts.
HEAD OFFICE PROJECT
Bod steps wem taken dur.ng trie period under m-.ew to tr.ru,_____  —
projed to tnrtron Construct on work on re ultra modem office building which contract 
was awarded  firng re yex, has progressed saSsfaclonly. Bcuygues Ngena united, 
a reputabfa ccnstructcn frm hartf .ng re po;xl is striwig to complete the po;ect on 
scherMoie. by mid 1991
BONUS ISSUE AND DIVIDENDS
Your U-ectors have recommended that re issued share captai be increased to 
N35NO.CCO f-cm H30.KO.0C0 thresh a bonus toxtd of one share lor every six Shre S 
hed as at 31 st March. 1990 cut of the general reserves  starring as al 31 st March. 1990 
An increase in share captu wO acce'erate re bank's growth.
Thepaymer.tolatotaJdvdt-dolKS.OOODOOrepesent vg 16 7kperord.nary sherehas 
also been recommended by re Board of Drector'. Ths compared favourably v. tn 
N4,030.000 cr 133k pr share pad list vex
BOARD CHANGES
The Federal Government, recently dssotwd the Boards of banks (incfudng your 
Bink's), whe-e it has major sharehoCng The new Board rcug j-ated on the 13th July 
1930. comprises A3t M l. A."a.myh-jnb'ese!lasCha nnan. Ur l O Okonkwoasthe 
Managng Director and Mr. S he Akcra as an Execut-.e Drector Three external 
Drectorswtre appetntod h persons of Mr. Joe Bardi. Alhaj Abu Ipatom. Afnaji Idnsa 
D.Mshe'a.U.BA, a r.renty shareholder w J be represented by Mr J O Sanusi who 
is re new ita-Charman, Messrs O Sarumi.F N.AkwandG C Hoyarm
You Wil agree w.ih me that re pomoton of Mr LO Okcrjnwj from the post of General 
Manager ct re same bank, to Manag ng Drector is a welcome appointment which is 
healthy for ccnthuty and growth of re bar*. I am sure you w-J ai pm me m wishing h m 
a success*ul tenure of o‘!ce as re Chcl Executive of the bank
i w-ah to aanwtedgetheirwa'uab’eccntrbuconsand dedcaton ol the I 
Chef Exeatw and Directors n taking re bank to its pesent 
May God continue to grant rem wisdom, k-tow'edge and under- 
excel in their new endeavours.
i record wrth re regret re deaft in June 1990 of Professor N 
your bank's former Board May God grant the limey re strengd

tr.ru
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The Directors o? Nigeria Merchant Bank Limited are pleased to announce the audited results for me year ended 31 st March. 1990.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 1990

ASSETS N'OOO N.000

29308Pro! t After Taxation 43.200

APPROPRIATIONS
(7.452) p
(4.00°) g

(10.800)
( 5.000)

1540.8061566.843

42519Genera) Reserve Carried Forward 54,619

176.013

1.443.2131.420,521

975931.6J22NET ASSETS

REPRESENTED DY_:

97593’46.322

5th July. 19990

99.172127397

DIRECTORS

Shareholders' Funds 
Deferred Tauten

30.000
32.173
54.619

Cash and Shod term funds
Bits Discounted
Loans and Advances
Other assets
Investments
Leasing Equpmcnt
Fixed Assets

Share Capital 
Status-» Reserve 
General Reserve

Lohtes unde'accep 
.tons on behalf <

1990
N’000

619597
2.196 

768.719 
86.330

3.656
59313
26.832

116.792
29530

1989
N'000

1.140.693
73.651

210.912 
9557 
3,400

15.000 
21373 
42519

78592
19.001

42,219 
(’SjOOO)

667.832
6,910 

760579 
56.088
7365

35,138
6544

S. INIE AKONO 
(Executive Director)

227.848
12.410
4,250

D.O. DAFINONE & CO. 
(Chartered Accountants)

nbgerba merchant bank limited
(NCR Building 4th -8th floors) 6, Broad Street, P.O. Box 2413, LAGOS.

DIRECTORS
I 0 OKONKWO
(Managng Director/Chef Executive)

LIABILITIES
Deposls and other Customer Accounts
Bank Overdraft
Other babl'tes
Current Taxation
Dividend

28363
(5.000)

Profit Before Tax 
Taxation

IO OKONKWO
Marugng Drector.Chuct Executive

IAI1A(CM»wLJO SANUS
I H AMT O SAIMUI.J Bii

xptance. confirmed crec is and other 
obrjatens on behail ol customers and the corresponding 
customer i-abibtes thereon

f EF

60.178
(16.978)

1990
N000

S. INIE AKONO 
Executive Director

To the best of our knowte 
was no contravention o 
31 St March. 1990

In our optrxn. p 
adequate tor the | 
The assets have t 
in value of such asset

ifedgo and bebel. and from our examination ol Tic books and records there 
i of the Prices and incomes Pacy guidelines in respect of the year ended

I OKONKWO tU*-A-”9 * Cb«! E«~.:»«t 
ttl.l USICIIA.GA HOY AMI

proper bocks ol accounts have been kept by the bank and proper retun*, 
c purpose of our audit have been received from mo branches not visited by us. 
a been properly valued and adequate provision made tor tosses and diminution 

els.

The bank contravened Section 12(3) ot the Banking Act ot 1989 and penalties totalling N11310 
in respect ol such contravention were imposed.

I
JI
iilIJ

AUDITORS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF 
NIGERIA MERCHANT BANK LIMITED

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 1990

1989
N.000

We have examined the accounts set out above and have obtained all the information and 
cxparutions which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for tne purpose ol 
ou audl Our examination ol doubtful advances was carried out in accordance with the 5th 
Scbcdu'o of the Banking Act 1969.

WUSI (V<« Uxtl O <
HAITI ALHAJIA EHAHT

In our opruon. the accounts, which are in agreement with the books ol accounts, give a true and 
fair viewol the state u. alla/s of tha bank as at 31 st March. 1990 and of its profit and source and 
appeaton of funds for the year ended on that date, and give m the presenbed manner me 
information required by me Banking Act 1969

AIM UAIWOOO BRAHU Al 
SMIt AK>M> (I KKUtwI. 1 r

50.051
(20.243)

I
1

Transfer to Statutory Reserve
Dividend
General Reserve Brought Forward 
Scrip Issue
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ion of the world. United

ests in the following specific ways: counter 
in<» t_____________ c-.noi pvnan

sion; maintaining the free flow of oil; (*w 
will) continue a bilateral relationship wHd 
has been supported by every president sine 
Franklin Roosevelt and which remains ou

eral. They always wanted to: 1. Ensure free 
access to the oil; 2. Ensure freedom of naviga­
tion on

ill1gl J

Avu. 1 action." That "provided credibility to allow 
From the diplomatic efforts," said Casper Weinbege® 
from the a former U.S. secretary of defense.

Saudi Arabia and the United States hac 
many similar interests beyond the gulf. Saud 
Arabia helped in the U.S. efforts to suppor 
governments in Egypt, Jordan, Sudan and ir 
the Iran-Iraq war. They have also playec 

..._--------**.------ ’' j. sponsorec
and engineered coups such as that of thelrar 
in 1953. They have worked quietly to sup- 
~ort "the absolute determination of th® 
~..ited States to preserve Israel's qualitative 
military edge in the Arab-Israeli conflict" as 
Reagan put it. He also told congress that 
when the United States was engaged in a 
critical struggle against Libya "Saudi Arabia 
has consistently worked behind the scenes' 
to help the U.S. intelligence. When Pakistan 
became a plausible target for possible Soviet 
attack-during Russian —Afghan War-and 
a candidate for large-scale U.S. military aid, 
a $3.2 billion six-year U.S. programme to 
strengthen Pakistan's armed forces wat 
agreed to, and Saudi Arabia received ar 
instruction from the White House to put hal 
of the money, which she obediently did.
While some larger objectives of deterrenci 

may have served as a backdrop for U.S 
concerns in Saudi Arabia, the more immedi 
ate reasons for the creation of U.S. force then 
were unimpeded access to the free oil sup

time superiority we must have to executi 
fully our national strategy," confirmet 
Casper Weinberger.

In a White House statement to congress

---------~——fo:
His Majesty King George ibn At 

Al-Ameriki of Saudi Arab
boundaries which divide politics from real 
life are at best shadowy and vague. F 
books you learn principles, and f»~— —- 
politicians you learn tricks. So Saddam an 

by AMD. Alkali Bush migh. not be on the tightrope we are
imagining them to be.

• Definitely Adamu Adamu's 'King George The American domination process of Saudi war ^ve
’ibnBush' writeupinthcCilizenofSeptember Arabia started in the 1930's when its compa- the 4 roles in U.S.
3-10, Vol.l No3, would not have come with nies began oil production in the country and 
a better title. From whichever angle of the realized that Saudi's reserves were likely to 
game one looks at Saudi Arabia now, George be the greatest in the non-communist world.
Bush emerges as the King. Having been once And so Uncle Sam honed his sense of timing, PJ> 
an employee of the United States Informa- worked on it, polished it... laboured over it ni 
tion Services' for almost four years, I have the way Rylander probably worked on his 
neither scrupple nor compunction in raising ' - ------
my hat for Adamu - for he's got the point > ~

■dead right.
The hand ing over was gradual. It started a I

long time ago. The recent hobnobbing is only 
a turbaning ceremony for the new king. Apart 
from the many thousands regular troops that 
have been dispatched to attend theceremony, 
another 40,000 'reserve build up' is planned 
to join them. Already 10,000 civilians left 
their jobs ar.d joined the 'voluntarily military 
assignment' for what they call "vacation in 
the Gulf'. And the figure is expected to rise 
io 25,000 before the end of this month.
The more 1 think about the Gulf crisis issue 
with the political layer of my brain, the more 
iomething keep nagging inside me to look at 
the whole game the other way round. Was it

I not possible that Iraq was ins .2 
I /ade Kuwait so that United States can

K
King Fahd 

, ------ -------- golf strokes — because he, too, wanted to — ...._________ r
that Iraq was instructed to in- compete in the gulf game. Uncle Sam knew, ply, anj thc maintenance of a U.S. present

t so that United States can use one day his sense of timing would really pay in the Middle East which was and still i;
:hat as an excuse to move into Saudi Arabia off. Now the dominance reached its height vitally important region of the world. United 

I n the pretence of protecting it? If not, how one cannot resist the temptation to wamlhe States client-relationship with Saudi Arabu
nuch security could the Saudi kingdom, the new malik that being able to manoeuvre, js always "designed to maintain the man
inancial and spiritual heartland of the Arab seize and dominate a golf course does not •• ------—*•

I <vorld, derive from protection by the United necessarily mean you are the most fine golfer.
I States, thc principal backer of the Arabs' You can beat in your own Bush and be lost. 
Thief enemy - Israel? You know in politics. As US. history shows, they have for a very 
I chrvrinct Hiclnnz-n hnfU’ivin lurr. I- Immm In Qanzli AraRia in

Men not a straight line. If you wish to trick particular, and Persian Gulf region in gen- the President Reagan notified Congress tha
I Ar A fnr inttfnnrn vnn fnvtiinnllv im tunll oral n.m> aluravc uznntpd fnr 1. Enstim frop «.u___ . ... ° . . ___

■ . z - - - — — < iwuac Biaicuicu. •—----- u
I he shortest distance between two points is long time three objectives in Saudi Arabia in May 6,1986, on arms sales to Saudi Arabia
|>ften not a straight line. If you wish to trick particular, and Persian Gulf region in gen- the President Reagan notified Congress tha
4r. A, for instance you frequently are well eral. They always wanted to:l. Ensure free "the sale will protect and advance our inter
idviscd to go to Mr. B, who knows him access to the oil; 2. Ensure freedom of naviga- ests in the following specific ways: counter 
ntimately, or even to Mr. C, who is an old tion on the high seas for their Navy; and 3. jng radio] force; preventing Soviet expan
•nemy or pal to Mr. B, to start the wheels in Prevent the domination of the region and its gsc-. —' -|WS iiw flu w of /9"‘
notion. You never go straight. Everybody critical resources by any hostile power. In will) continue a bilateral relationship
vas astonished by what is revealed in the satisfying these objectives they had always --------j .------------------ -Mon' -*~"
ran-contra affair. Ayatollah Khomeini of all taken a two-track approach. They had first ----------- ana which  -----
Mjople getting his arms from Uncle Sam, his allies, usually under Saudi Arabia's umbrella, key t0 Gulf defence." The President warna
s worn enemy" and "great satan" was unbe- And in the presence of any real threat to their Congress that if the United States failed b
cvable. Yet it was politics as it's now. The interests, they "had to take very real military help the Saudis, they are certain to get th

pii1 ■ i in inft
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wrot
Clark first caught a glim]

IUM- 
dul-Bush 
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rule will 
roy-’ 
dissidents 
beii 
To i 
is no r 
world's lai 

region." Did he stop . a desert I 
-"3t prepare for the 
esence in the Persian 

ong as our interests are there." He 
'The Persian Gulf has been and will 

many 
He 
can

Saudi Arabia
'States Senate was how to help build Saudi 
military power without running the risk that 
that power might one day be used against 
Israel or even, as in Iran, against pro-Ameri­
can rulers. So to get the weapons, Saudi 
Arabia signed an agreement that the weap­
ons "will be operated solely within the 
boundaries of Saudi Arabia, except with a 
prior, explicit mutual consent of the two 
governments, and solely for defensive pur­
poses as defined by the United States." The 
other nagging questions that bothered ob­
servers were what good was a weapon that 
you can only use solely within your bounda­
ries - to kill your citizens? What good was a 
weapon that you can't use even for your self- 
defence without a prior consent of the sup- 
□liers to define it to be so? Yet Saudi Arabia 
did not care to listen let alone answer or at 
east to reason.
As if to help Reagan convince the American 
jeople and its senate, Casper Weinberger,

weapons they need from other sources who 
are unlikely to share America's concern for 
Israel's security." When the Senate refused 
to approve the proposed sale of defensive 
missiles to Saudi Arabia, Reagan was furious 
*1 cannot permit the congress to dismantle 
and damage our vital strategic, political and 
economic Interests in the Middle East... 
American people and their representatives 

'should understand that this sale is in our 
interests. It is not just a favour to Saudi 
Arabia. Moreover, it is not being done at 
anyone's expense."
One nagging issue that bothered the United

dangCT -—one**
rule will come when rad”*?0'’0'1 by r.P' 
royal family developed a‘X,lfaCtiOns °f th 

S=ESS5 
heartland of .he muslim w '"■8ht be th 
on, for sometime to come farin btt'‘‘wil1 R 
H.11 with its prayers, insukd of

observers, scholars and authorTlo 

one event m Amencan historv h ,h 
most like to have Witnessed and to "'°ul

Reagan's secretary of defense, said in a speech 
he delivered to the Portland World Affairs 
Council "I can assure you that, were we to 
need even more help in the Gulf region, I 
know we would get it. I can also tell you that 
the weapons that we have sold, such as 
AW ACS, F-15s, and Minesweepers, to Saudi 
Arabia are being used in direct support of our 
operations and the protection of our long­
standing interest in the _ " ’ *
there? Hell, no! "We must 
continuation of our pres 
Gulf so long as our inter

remain vitally important for many 
decades and we intend to remain there." I 
summed it up. Weinberger knew they c, 
only remain there if they directly or indi­
rectly annex Saudi Arabia.

Weinberger was not the first person to 
remind the world of the U.S. self-assumed 
exclusive possession of the persian gulf. 
President Carter dropped the bombshell more 
nakedly when he declared in January 1980 
that "an attempt by any outside force to gain 
control of the Persian Gulf region will be 
regarded as an assault on the vital interests of 
the United States of America. Such an assault 
will be repelled by any means necessary, 
including military force." This was seen as a 
specific warning to Moscow. And to put 
teeth in this pronouncement, U.S. air and 
Naval facilities were put in nearby countries 
namely Kenya, Somalia and Oman. Plans 
were also laid for creation of a highly mobile 
U.S. 'rapid deployment force' chiefly with 
theGulf in mind. Saudi Arabiaand its neigh­
bouring Gulf-sheikdoms applauded, so loud 
you could hear them from Moscow - fool­
ishly ignoring the fact that by "any outside 
force" Carter means "any (force) outside 
(United States') force" including all Arab 
nations' force that have the Gulf region.
Domestically, Saudi Arabia seems too good 

to last. Despite the event of November- 
December 1979, when an armed group in­
vaded and occupied the grand mosque of 
Mecca, there is still no organized opposition 
to the House of Sa'ud. There are still no 
labour unions or political parties or dissatis­
fied student groups, and the military has still 
never interfered in the affairs of the State. 
The oil Sheikhs and the royal family mem­
bers of the house of Sa'ud all live in magnifi­
cent homes, spend enormous wealth notori­
ously, export their gold to western banks and 
drive either Rolls-Royce or Mercedes Benz, 
which they often junk when it breaks down

George Bush the new sovereign? 
account of it entitled T wish I had been there 
Their selections and descriptions were fasc 
"’ring. One chose November, 1805, an 

>te "I wish I'd been there when Lewis an 
'’rst caught a glimpse of the Pacifi 

Ocean. 1 wish I could have looked over th 
shoulder of William Clark as he scribbled i 
his log book, "Ocean in view! Oh, the joy! 
August 8, too, was a momentous day in th 
history of American life in particular, an 
Saudi Arabia and Middle East in general 
and I don't have to wish I'd been there lx 
cause I was there. I was also so sad to loo 
over the shoulders of George Bush as h 
celebrated his triumph and scribble in hi 
book "Domination in view! Oh, the joy!"
In order not to be offensive or boring, I bov 

my head and remain silent... at His Majesty7 
service - His Royal Highness, King Georg 
ibn Abdul-Bush Al-Ameriki of Saudi Arabia
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Liberia:

Who's in charge?
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South Africa:

Blacks paint townships red with own blood

j
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The continuing black-on-black vio­
lence in a South Africa that has been 
launched on the path towards becom­
ing a democratic multi-racial society is 
an example of antithesis. While the 
ANC and President Frederick De 
Klerk's National Party government 
are locked in peace talks that will cre­
ate a right atmosphere for full integra­
tion of the majority black population 
into mainstream South African politi­
cal and economic life, the blacks them­
selves are busy decimating their num-

the doors of the 42-year old National 
Party would be thrown open to blacks, 
Indians and coloureds. And only last 
Tuesday ANC's deputy president, 
Nelson Mandela met with president 
De Klerk on the vicious fighting in the 
townships. Before then, the later had 
announced that more policemen were 
being deployed in the township after 
the ANC accused the government of 
not doing anything to stem the vio­
lence.

Psychologists have been quick to

Yonnie Johnson 
interim government. Among those 
X left for Monrovia was IxvyZan- 
gai General Secretary Liberia Action 
Party andJamesFromoyan,aLtbcnan 
exile who returned to Afnca Monday 
horn America. The interim govern­
ment is expected to work withGcneral 
Quainoo, the ECOMOG commander. 
•Ted will stay in Liberia until elections 
in October 1991.

bar through senseless factional kill­
ings. In the pastone month thclnkatha 
versus ANC fighting in black town­
ships around Johannesburg has 
claimed over 700 lives. Last Wednes­
day, a further 21 blacks and a white 
policeman were reported killed in 
overnight fighting.
All this is happening in the wake of a 

good start of peace talks between the 
ANC and the South African white- 
only government and President's De 
Klerk's dramatic announcement that

At the last count, there were four 
interim government in unfortunate 
Liberia. None recognises the other and 
the prospect of an immediate 
ceasefire, not to talk of peace getting 
desperately confused. The rapidly 
changing situation makes it even more 
difficult to achieve a semblance of 
order.

Charles Taylor the original head of 
the National Patriotic Liberation 
Front, NPLF, had even before Samuel 
Doe's demise declared himself presi­
dent . He does not recognice anyone 
and controls almost the whole of Libe­
ria. He considers it therefore as his 
brithright to lead Liberia. Prince 
Yormie Johnson, leader of the breaka- Charles TaylorLir—
and capturing Doe, wasted no time in with ECOMOG C°°pCra 
also proclaiming himself an interim The ECOWASpeace-koeping efforts 
president even though he said he also produced an taerim government 
would cooperate with ECOMOG. unoffirialiv u n tBngadiS ' Nimley Doe. Com- A^'^^ " 

mander of the Executive Mansion party. Representatives of the interim 
Guard m the melee that followed government left Banjul, the capital of 
Doe s shooting said he had assumed Gambia Tuesday to set up the new
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Gatsha Buthelezi: hidden hand behind violence?

Africa is forgotten. But the blacks are 
not forgetting to kill one another for 
whatever reasons they know best. 
Perhaps, the time has come, for the 
ANC leadership to consider accepting 
Buthelezi's call for a face-to-face, one- 
to-one meeting. Mandela is known to 
favour a meeting of the kind the 
Inkatha leader wants but the other 
ANC leaders, notably Mr. Walter 
Sisulu, are not. They should trust 
Mandela's intentions and allow him 
sufficient leeway to initiate talks with 
Buthelezi towards ending the cycle of 
factional black violence.

By Tawey Zakka

President De Klerk is actually prov­
ing his insensitivity to the problem at 
home, an allegation made first by 
Mandela, by his planned September 24 
visit to Washington to see the biggest 
of his Western mentors, President 
George Bush. He finds the prospect of 
the US joining Britain in calling for the 
lifting of sanctions against his country 
too bright to pass up. That silver lining 
in the dark cloud of sanctions was 
pointed out by Mr. Herman Cohen, the 
American Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs, after a meeting 
with South Africa's foreign minister, 
Mr. Pik Botha. The meeting was to put

part of the South African government 
is at once understandable. It is blacks 
who are fighting one another; the 
whites who are the government's only 
constituency are untouched! But the 
government is mistaken if it thinks 
that the ANC will hurry off to a bogus 
peace negotiation while its house 
burns. Mandela said that much after 
he emerged from a meeting last Tues­
day with President De Klerk. He 
warned that the raging township 
fighting threatened talks on ending 
apartheid. "We will do everything to 
ensure that the peace process remains 
on track but the government has to do 
its part", Mandela said. "If it is drag­
ging its feet as it is doing now, then the 
peace process is threatened."

conclude that the violence is a natural 
instinct in people who have been op­
pressed and dispossessed, even of the 
very meansof expressing their frustra­
tion to turn against themselves instead 
of against the common enemy. If it 
were so, there should be a let-up of the 
factional fighting following the recent 
thaw in the relationship between the 
black leadership and the white gov­
ernment. But it is not so. The violence 
rather than reduce is escalating by the 
day.
Observers believe that the escalation 

of the ferocious street fighting may 
have been the handiwork of Chief 
Gatsha Buthelezi, leader of the Inkatha 
movement to give the shine to his cre­
dential as a black leader with some 
weight, a recognition 
which, if it had been 
given, would proba­
bly have secured him 
a seat in the peace 
talks. In recent weeks 
the Chief has come 
out to demand that he 
beinvited to take part 
in the talks but he has 
laigcly been ignored 
by both the ANC, 
which preferred the 
white leader of the 
communist party in 
its delegation and the 
South African gov­
ernment. Whatever 
claim he is staking to 
the leadership of the 
black population has 
been given the lie by a 
study by sociologist
Fatima Meyer, a South African, on the 
popularity rating of the ANC, Man­
dela and Buthelezi.
According to the study, 67% of blacks 

declared their support for the ANC 
and 79% said they would like to see the 
organisation's deputy president, 
Mandela become the first president of 
a post-apartheid South Africa. This 
was found to be the wish of the major- 
ityofbothXhosas who form thebulkof 
ANC membership and the Zulus of 
Inkatha. Black support of the candi­
dacy of Buthelezi was a relatively in­
significant 2.3%.
The apparent lack of concern on the

finishing touches to the agenda for the 
talks between Mr. De Klerk and Mr. 
Bush. The American official report­
edly told journalists that the pending 
visit to the US could facilitate the lift­
ing of sanctions. The purpose of the 
trip itself, according to press reports, is 
to place before the American public, 
"first hand", Mr. De Klerk's "survey of 
changes in South Africa and views of 
the future for South Africa and South­
ern Africa".

As for the rest of the world, particu­
larly the US, whose economic and 
political influence on South Africa, 
helped push president De Klerk to the 
negotiation table, the current crisis in 
the Persian Gulf, has provided a con­
venient excuse to push South Africa 

further down the list 
of priorities. The 
Americans, are find­
ing themselves for­
saken even by their 
western allies in the 
show of military 

against 
Saddam 

Hussein, who daily is 
proving that he too is 
adept at playing the 
populist card. The 
US has its hands full 
with the role of the 
world's policeman it 
has taken on in the 
Gulf. Now it is resort­
ing to blackmailing 
its allies, specially 
Japan, into helping to 
carry the burden.

Meanwhile, South
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Gulf and the Red Sea, Iraq is gradually 
L.o . zards a total collapse of its 
jmy. Already food rationing has 
introduced for the 18 million 

julation while Saddam 
imself has agreed that the 

blockade threatens thousands of chil­
dren with starvation.

But a new development that may 
further compound the Gulf crisis and 
may increase its duration is the re­
establishment of diplomatic ties be-

In conclusion the promises made by 
both Iraq and the U.S. are like promises 
made to a woman in the heat of passion 
which fizzles out when the day breaks.

By Aluko Akinyele

Crtivon Qnnfnmhnr 17 1Q0A

While the whole world watches and 
waits for the next turn of events in the 
Gulf, the two ma jor actors in the drama 
of death are busy shuffling their diplo­
matic cards to complement their arms 
build-up. It is now apparent that nei­
ther the United States and its allies nor 
Iraq with its one million strong and 
war tested army can readily turn the 
scales.

The United States which sought for 
more legitimacy by diplomatically co­
opting other nations into the Saudi 
cordon. The diplomatic carrot being 
dangled by the United States is debt 
cancellation and other forms of aid. 
Reports had it that President Abu 
Diouf of Senegal has already offered to 
send troops to Saudi Arabia though 
the strength and the time of the depar­
ture of the troops for the Gulf is not yet 
known, so far no other country has 
fallen for the US. bait.

Following this development, Ir. J 
Saddam Hussein who has lately dis­
covered that the strength of his ar-»

George Bush 
per day in July to a miserable 400,000 
barrels per day, just enough for do­
mesticconsumption. With the 15 pbd 
Turkey pipeline closed and the Saudi 

°r- 900,000 pbd line also closed, while the
_/ct French, British and the United States in 

other country has ajointarmadakeepaneagleeyeonthe 
Gulf and the P~1C~

Iraq's heading towards a total collapse g. 
ly dis- economy. Already food rationinf 

t-uvcreu <nat tne strength of his army been introd 
notwithstanding, a TOUCH of diplo- Iraqi popi 
macy is useful in a conflict dangled his Hussein hir
own carrots before the third world ..................
countries hit by rising oil prices.
According to the Iraqi News Agency, 

the Iraqi leader in a gesture of solidar­
ity with countries that were suffering 
as a result of higher oil prices has of- cMvi»iui<au •— —
fered to give free oil to such countries. tween Iran and Iraq. Already both 
He was quoted as saying'The supply 
of free oil will not be United to any 
decision or position taken by a coun­
try on the current crisis because we 
respect the opinions of slates and na­
tions and do not assume any coinci- 
dence of views c~ —
stated further that "We are only upset 
when one of the imperialist countries 
tries to impose a position on us by 

third world and a lack of equality".

been tightened on I 
lost over $2.1 billion oil revenue and

Saddam Hussein
tween Iran and Iraq cannot be de­
scribed as a surprise to keen political 
observers, the overtures made by Iraq 
to third world countries and which 
Saddam described as "non-condi- 
tional" is surprising and it may take 
some time before a full implication of 
the "generous" offer can be deduced. 
Only Brazil has so far come out openly 
to reject the offer. If Iraq wins, that is, 
eventually succeeded in fully annex­
ing Kuwait, there may be no fall outs 
against the beneficiaries of the "gener­
ous" offer. But if Iraq looses out, some 
of the affected countries especially 
those very close to Saddam may end 
up receiving the stick after chewing 
the carrots.
Whichever Way the scale may tilt The 

two major parties in the crisis are only 
looking for opportunities that could 
tilt the probability of outcome on their 
sides. It is certain that the sheer size of 
the United States Aircraft carriers and 
the sophistication of its war machines 
cannot guarantee her victory.

In the same dimension, the one mil­
lion strong army of Saddam, in the face 
of hunger and starvation may have to 
face the hardest test of espirit de corps

have agreed to exchange envoys while 
Iraq has conceded to Iran its main 
demand for a peace settlement which 
is that Iraq accepts that it was the ag­
gressor in the war that lasted for 8 
years and which resulted in over a 

on all issues". He million death on both sides. Already a 
---- it "We are only upset hardline Iranian Member of Parlia-

when one of the imperialist countries ment has called for an Iraq-Iran mili-
tary aniance against Israel, and --------- - ----------

force, reflectinga lack of respect for the Ayotollah Sadegh Khalkhali, leader of with a near empty stomach.
*—,”v". the anti western majority in the parlia-

It is now apparent that the noose has ment also called for suicide comman- 
Iraq. So far it has

production has fallen from 3.1 barrels

the anti western majority in the parlie

dos to transform Saudi into a grave­
yard for United States soldiers.

While the recent reproachment be-
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If the transition is from 
military to civil Rule, 
then it can do with all 
the civilian in-puts it 
can get.

tion of the Political Programme as 
set out in the schedule to this de­
cree shall be guilty of an offence".

Did the National Conference 
have such a subversive agenda? 
The leading elements in the Na­
tional consultative forum, which 
planned the conference, are well- 
known radicals who have had 
countless brushes with the au­
thorities. The example of what 
happened in neighbouring Benin 
Republic might have preyed on

So the keepers of the keys to the 
National Theatre (who may not 
necessarily be the same people as 
its gatemen) have Succeeded in 
locking out the Conveners of the 
National Conference. They claim 
their action was due to an "electri­
cal fault" in the complex. But the 
government had been sending 
strong signals that this conference, 
though not others, was not wel­
come. First there were cryptic put- 
downs by Jerry Gana, Yusuf 
Mamman and Duro Onabule. 
Then one after the other — the 
Asiodu group, NRC and SDP and 
the biggest coup of all, the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC), which 
had earlier insisted on the role of 
Co-Con vener, chickened ou t o f the 
arrangements. When finally it 
appeared that the meeting would 
still hold despite these defections, 
Justice Minister Bola Ajibola de­
cided to extend the long arm of the 
law.

But the threat of a five-year jail 
term did not stop the Conveners 
and participants from showing up 
at the National Arts Theatre on 
September 6. If the gates were 
open, hundreds of people would 
have ended up in jail, because the 
Transition to Gvil Rule decree of 
1987, which Ajibola invoked, is 
directed at "Any person who or­
ganises, plans, encourages, aids, 
cooperates or conspires with any 
other person to undermine, pre­
vent or in any way do anything to 
forestall or prejudice the realisa-

the mind of government function­
aries. Should they allow the genie 
out of the bottle or should they 
keep him in? In the end they pre­
ferred to err on the side of caution 
and self-preservation.

This dilemma confirms once 
again that when it comes to Nige­
rian radicals the Babangida ad­
ministration suddenly loses its 
magic touch. It simply does not  -
know how to handle people who government should allow all inter­

principles. Nigerian radicals have
their beliefs and their ways and ...  
they have to be accepted the way nothing 
they are. There is no way you can discussi< 
sell SAP to a Socialist! It goes 
against his every instinct, and

opposed to it on the grounds of est groups to discuss and debate 
nnnioc their ^eas on building a better

Nigeria. Even where it may have 
3 new to learn from such 

discussions, the fact that they take 
place is good for the country and 
positive for its image.

flowing from that, reason itself. 
But to conclude that those who 
criticise aspects of government see 
nothing good in the whole, is to 
make ones wishes come true.
The National Conference, if it had 

been allowed to hold, would have 
been no more earth-shaking than a 
national delegates conference of 
ASUU. As usual in such gather­
ings there will be Solidarity mes­
sages from like-minded groups 
like NANS, the NLC and WOmen 
in Nigeria (WIN); a smattering of 
veteran labour leaders, "Peoples" 
lawyers and even one or two Poli­
ticians. The usefulness of such 
gatherings is that it gives some of 
our best brains the forum to rub 
minds — free from the usual 
shackles that keeps the ordinary 
Nigerian earth-bound. Many 
people are offended by the seem­
ing arrogance of men who pre­
sume to know all our problems — 
and their solutions. But in this our 
intellectual elites are in the good 
company of the government, 
which by its recent action seems to 
be saying, what is there to discuss 
and debate, when everything has 
been taken care of by the transition 
programme? But has it?
If the transition is from military to 

civil Rule, then it can do with all 
the civilian in-puts it can get. The
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ices related to livestock pro­
duction;

the design of suitable least 
cosf rations for livestock;
- gives assistance to state 
ministries for their livestock 
extension services.

Bauchi.
(b) Northwest: Compris-

(c) South East: Compris­
ing Akwa-Ibom, Anambra,

stock Production Projects in duction and distribution of the zonal headquarters in 
the country. In particular it: trypanotolerant cattle to
- Provides technical support small holder farmers in the
and coordinates credit serv- humid areas of the Country; ing Abuja, Kaduna, Katsina,

- provides water and other Niger and Sokoto with its 
infrastructural develop- zonal headquarters in Zaria.

- promotes the development ments for livestock produc- ’ —
of technical packages for tion;
adoption by farmers; - promotes the development Benue, Cross River and Riv-
- provides field supervision of livestock feeds through ers with zonal headquarters

It operates through and 
works with 
the State 
Livestock 
Extension 
Services.
The country 
has been 
zoned into 
four for 
more effec­
tive supervi­
sion of the 
depart- 
ment's ac­
tivities:

(a) North 
East: Com­

prising Bauchi, Borno, Gon- 
Government funded Live- - is responsible for the intro- gola and Plateau States with

The National Livestock Projects
The National Livestock 

Projects Division (NLPD) 
was established in 1976 as a 
unit of the Federal Livestock 
Department. It assumed the of farmers" investments 
status of a department in trough the state livestock Thedepartmenthasitshead-
1984 following the reorgani- extension staff; quarters in Kaduna with
”ti“~crcicc~ th:Federal - implements and coordi- states offices in all states of 
Ministry of Agriculture, nates the development of the Federation including 

— grazing reserves and settle- Abuja and 39 district offices. 
Development. After the ment of pastoralist on a na- I 
Civil Service 
reform of 
1988, NLPD 
became a 
Project un­
der the Fed­
eral Live­
stock De­
partment 
and Pest 
Control 
Services 
(FLD & 
PCS).
NLPD is cur­
rently imple­
menting a Herds trekking the long road to Maiduguri market

World Bank assisted Federal tional basis;
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prises of four main sections.

2a 1

an
Information System (MIS).

2c Credit Section which 
coordinates the supervised

in Enugu. prises of four main sections, and Pr°
(d) South West: Bendel, 2a Planning section: This headed hy 

Kwara, Lagos, Ogun Ondo section is responsible for troller. ai^- j
and Oyo with headquarters project, planning and Sub- There is 
in Ibadan.
The Department has698staff
throughout the country. It is

” * ~ " ’ " ’ > for

and Oyo with headquarters project, planning and Sub­
sectoral planning.

2b Monitory and Evalu­
ation section, which is now

headed by a Project Manager fully computerised and with develop1^6 f?
and rnmnrisps of three an un to date Management through th^ O

.2*

Technical SupP°
3. Grazing R^rienientcf 

opmen t and set 
Pastoralists. rpntreS

4. Livestock servic t
and Trypanotol 
cattle Project. .

5. Livestock Feed Projec ■
6. FGN/EECN.W. Grazing 

Reserve Development.
7. FGN/EEC N.E. Grazing 

Reserve Development.

and comprises of three
branches as follows:
1 Field Services headed by a 
Deputy Project Manager. 
This branch coordintes live­
stock field operations and is 
subdivided into the follow­
ing sections:
la, Field Operations, this 
section is responsible for day 
to day running of the field 
operations through the four 
zonal offices.
lb Technical Control and 
Research headed by a Senior 
Technical Controller.
1c Engineering Services 
headed by a Heavy Equip­
ment Engineer. This divi­
sion is responsible for farm [_______________
infrastructural development Small-holder fattening scheme
and consists of heavy ma- livestock credit programme, 
chinery for land clearing, 2d Extension and Man­
dam construction, water de- power Development branch 
velopment by borehole drill- responsible for extension 
ing and support workshops, services and manpower de- 
Id Pastoral Development velopment.
Unit. This section is respon- 2e. Dairy Development 
sible for land use planning and Farmers Organisation 
and assisting pastoralists to Units responsible for dairy 
settle in and outside grazing development through or- 
reserves. ganising small-scale cattle
2. Development Planning, farmers into village milk 
headed by a Deputy Project producers cooperatives. 
Manager. This branch com- 3. Finance Administration

/A
The DepartI^t /I*

A/up to date Management through th® , 
of a num17 
There are: 
1. GN IBRP
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Sheep and goats also provide valuable nutrition
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8. Market and Stock Route 
Upgrading.

9. Model formation and 
testing facility

stock development pro- development and training 
gramme which emphasises programme; (vii) greaterin- 
the small-scale private pro- volvement of the private 
ducer. sector in supporting serv-
The project would include: ices; (viii) establishment of a 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (i) credit for purchase of farm livestock sectoral planning 
1. FGN/IRBD livestock De- inputs; (ii) dairy pilot capacity for the nation and 
' (ix) funds for special studies,

including a review of the 
existing veterinary services. 
PHYSICAL SPECIFICA­
TIONS AND TARGETS:
1) 2,370 loans to settle pas­
toralists and integrated live­
stock farmers.
ii) 24,240 loans to cattle and 
sheep fatteners.
iii) 235, loans to breeders of 
trypanotoperant cattle.
iv) 643 poultry, 300 starter 
cattle breeder, 300 urban

The traditional sector now being assisted by NLPD dairy producer, 225 grazing
velopment Project: schemes; (iii) settling of pas- reserve dairy producer, 600

This is a World Bank sup- toralists on grazing reserves small ruminant, 700 small- 
ported project and is a follow on a selective and sustain- holder pig fattener and 170 
up to the First Livestock able basis; (iv) equipment 
Development Project which for participating institu- and work bull loans, 
was implemented between tions; (v) livestock systems v) Technical assistance to 
1977 and 1984. The second research; (vi) a manpower 15,200 goat breeders, 
project will cost N128 mil­
lion over 5 years with a 
World Bank loan of 81 mil­
lion dollars and the rest 
coming from the Federal 
Government.

The main objective of the 
project would be to increase 
livestock production 
through improved nutrition 
and animal health and 
thereby increase farmers 
incomes. The project would 
support the national live-
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xxvii) Implementation of 
pilot dairy sub-project.
xviii) Support to animal 
health and veterinary serv­
ices.
xix) I
unified extension services.
2. Livestock Production and

Technical Support Project: 
A livestock production pro­
gramme which includes an 
indigenous trypanotolerant 
cattle multiplication unit, a 
commercial bank funded 
cattle breeder credit model, 
milk process facilities for the 
increase of dairy production 
in remote areas, a sheep

ruminant breeder models, a 
pilot commercial crossbred

and sheep fattening and ex­
tension assistance to the ________
state. This project provides Centres and T.,r
in addition general assis- ant Cattle Project:
■----- '* ,s—■ a) Livestock Service

Centre - The renovation
a 

LSCs in each of the states.

tance to livestock producers
Implementation of through advice, preparation _________
....—:-------- :— of feasibility studies, liaising and/or construction of

between producers both

feed r 
in search of feed 
This

dairy unit, pig and poultry pastoralists v 
xvi) Assistance to farmers in development and feed in- getting them

vi) Importation, quarantine 
and distribution of 1,000 
N'dama cattle.
vii) Resource and so­
cioeconomic surveys of 
grazing reserves.
ix) Settlement of pastoralists 
within grazing reserves.
x) Assistance to pastoralists 
to acquire land outside the 
grazing re­
serves for 
settlement.
xi) Develop­
ment of a 
practical 
training 
centre at 
Kachia.
xii) Assis­
tance to state 
veterinary 
services.
xiii) Fund­
ing and as­
sistance with 
the forma- High quality forage is essential for increased productivity 

tion within NACB of a live- multiplication unit, small 
stock credit unit.
xv) Funding of project re­
lated research.

the organisation of commod- vestigation, rabbitry devel- ____
ity base cooperative groups, opment, additional cattle improved husband^ 

T—’----------- — -f a and sheep fattening and ex- ods.
Livestock Service 
------ .J Tryponotoler-

smallholder _
^ge scale witT^m 
tutions etc.
3- Grazing

Deve>opment of °ral^ts °f

Planni 
n surv; 
me V e1 ‘ 
rrrent Of 
age 
sour< 
sion

ria's 
resoun 
be<
s e a <•
variation

availability they 
arch c----- <—a and 
project aims at

with a view of 
year feed”

ods.
4.

son 
" te 

I de­
cent, 
ing 
'ey, 

op- 
for-
re- 

■ces, ero- 
control. Traditional 

pastoralist 
own about 
90% of Nige- 

' cattle 
•ce and 

cause of 
s o n a 1 

in 
move 

water, 
settling

develop all
—J and 
y meth-
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year. The ob)ecUve is to pro- duction of pasture seed to constraint of livestock devel-

I

pur-
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1

These will be renovated or 5 *
—11 

constructed at a rate of 8 per areas of greatest need

'I

■amme.
a major

trypano tolerant breed enables production in the tsetse 
zone

effect long term fodder in­
creases through forage re­
serves and a

XJLEUt/lr M 84 Bl Sm H rij m mM-----------------------
will be distributed in the production progr; 
arene nr----- .----- . p^. Nutrition remains

vide a focus 
for livestock 
extension 
and provi­
sion of live­
stock inputs 
and possibly 
processing 
coopera­
tives.

b) Try- 
panotoler- 
ant Cattle 
Project - The 
importation 
quarantine 
and distri­
bution of 
additional heads of N'dama 
cattle to small holder farm­
ers. And also investigation 
of Trypano- 
tolerant 
cattle 
sources in 
the country 
and further 
their devel­
opment.
5. Livestock 
Feed Proj­
ect: 
The 
chase, stor­
age and dis­
tribution of 
ruminant 
feeds on the most cost effec­
tivebasis, with allowance for _______ . ___ ___________________r._
full cost recovery. Such feed poultry units in the livestock vided for improve animal

opment in 
this country 
and any 
meaningful 
effort at 
boosting 
livestock 
production 
must ad­
dress this 
constraint 
hence the 
projects:

a) Pasture 
seeds and 
fodder 
banks

b) Supple­
mentary and monogastric 
feeds

monogastric 6. Market and Stock Route 
Upgrad­
ing;

Object: 
Finished 
animals lose 
a lot of con­
dition before 
reaching 
markets for 
consumers. 
Stock route 
for both 
trade cattle 
and breeders 
cattle which 

A piggery Still move
feed component run in con- around (even if there is, on 
juction with the pig and the decrease need to be pro-
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traditional pastoratlists have 
been selected and disburse­
ment of loans to them is on 
going.
Total funds made available 
by NACB to date for dis­
bursement to smallholder

Clearing 
for farms

17
213 kilometres
130 families

10

Pasture demonstration plots 
have been initiated in all re­
serves and agropastoralist 
loans are just beginning to be 
taken up by the pastoralists to 

establish fod­
der banks.

condition. The improved 
markets and stock routes 
throughout the country 
more especially between 
states and nations are a fed­
eral government support to 
state livestock production 

effects.
7. Model 
Formation 
and Testing 
Facility: 
To test fu­
ture models 
and systems 
before they 
become part 
of the credit 
system and 
to provide a 
demonstra­
tion centre to 
enable commercial banks to 
gauge the viability of a par­
ticular component.
As can be seen, this depart­
ment is fully committed and 
responsible for the Federal 
Government livestock pro­
duction intervention 
throughout the country and 
poised to achieve additional 
gains for the livestock pro­
duction sector.
ACHIEVEMENT 
LIVESTOCK CREDIT 
COMPONENT
A total of 5,556 farmers from 
the 19 states of Nigeria were 
identified and a total loan of 
N28.76 million has been dis- 
burshed to the beneficiaries. 
A further 2,650 farmers and

N'dama Cattle
1,000 head of N'dama cattle 
were imported into Nigeria 
from Senegal and are being 
held at quarantine ranches in 
the south of the country.
Research Programme
A comprehensive research pro­
gramme has been drawn up 
with NAPRI, IAR , ILCA, 
ACIAR and various universi­
ties to carry out project related 
research. Whilst the total pro­
gramme is yet to be finalised, 
there are at present a total of 14 
on-going packages with a fur­
ther 9 under consideration.

Computer technology assists policy planning and evaluation 

farmers for credits, totals 
N38.83 million while a fur­
ther N7.06 million has been 
made available for the pre-fi­
nancing of farm inputs for 
the credit models. 
Grazing Reserve Develop­
ment 
The grazing reserve compo­
nent was expanded under 
the redesign to include 20 re­
serves rather than the origi­
nal 8 which to date are fully 
planned. Settlement is tak­
ing place upon 5 of these and 
the remaining 12 reserves 
are provisionally identified. 
Earth Dams 
Roads 
Settlers 
Reserves surveyed

Small Rumi­
nant Pro­
gramme 
A total of 
14,558 goats 
and 2,318 
sheep have 
been vacci­
nated with 
TORY and de­
wormed in 
the 11 south­
ern states.

Monitoring of the flock compo­
sition and treatments is an on­
going exercise and was carried 
out with 1,308 goats and 428 
sheep belonging to 74 farmers.
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PRIVATE EYE" ■ ==
Combat Unreadiness

vehicles doing here?" 
"They are waiting for armed robbers 

to pass," he answered.
"But why...," the policeman began as 

the meaning sank into him. "Waiting 
for who?"
"Robbers." The man in the enclosure 

said, gesturing in the direction to­
wards Kaduna. 'They are somewhere 
there". When he finished his gesturing

leader of the Super Barons or the Chief 
Baron. Though he is not chairman of 
the group he usually acts as its spokes­
man. He is simple, approachable, 
amiable and is fond of laughing and 
clapping his hand with that of a col­
league even during meeting when 
serious issues are being deliberated 
upon. He has other aliases such as 
Mailohe (the one with pipe) and the 
Ditcher - of foes and friends alike.

The next issue of Private Eye will 
complete the list of the Super Barons 
and some influential Barons and Bar­
onets. Subsequent issues will deal 
with their extraordinary exploits. So 
keep a date with us.

Private Eye column in Citizen No. 2 
Vol. 1 informed its teeming readers 
that the first class or Super Barons (SB) 
consist of a coterie of not more than ten 
extremely powerful individuals. Here 
are some of them.
Baron Maiyasin (reciter of the famous 

surat yasin) is a darkish spritely per­
son with faint tribal marks. He is quiet, \. him. This charismatic Baron is 
astute and religious. He normally • -*• »-- ••
leads the group in congregational 
prayers except when a senior Super 
Baron is around and takes over as 
Imam. Maiyasin then takes the posi­
tion of ladan (muezzin) and is always 
called upon by the group to offer open­
ing or closing prayers at their nuctural

Soldiers in peace, the saying goes, are 
like chimneys in summer - unwanted, 
unseen and not of much help. And as 
the saying goes, the soldiers went — 
back!

It all happened last week at Birnin 
Gwari. At night Bimin Gwari is a 
sleepy little town several kilometres 
and so many more po tholes away from 
Kaduna. But that indeed was not the 
issue.
The issue was about a true-life (more 

like true-death) stranger than fiction 
drama that took place there. Around 
10pm two Tuesdays ago passers-by 
began to noticean unusual build-up of 
trailers, buses, cars and taxis. It was as 
if Bimin Gwari was one big parking lot 
or the last town on that route. I began 
to wonder what was wrong but there 
was no one to tell. Whoever parked 
disappeared as if into thin air.

At last I saw a police Land Rover at 
top speed. On passing the outskirts of 
the town but before reaching its centre, 
the police driver noticed the unusual 
number of vehicles. After they have 
parked in front of one enclosure, I 
noticed a head appear over the edge, 
survey the scene slowly and quietly 
opened a creaky door. By this time the 
fully armed policemen had come out 
and were standing at the entrance.

"What's the matter?" One of them 
asked the man. "What are all these

stopped, and after some hesitation, 
some of the soldiers alighted. They 
went in different direction’s to make 
inquiries. All of them returned rather 
too quickly to the truck. They took off 
to a safer location off the road but 
within the town — and began to wait.
Then suddenly, in the early hours of 

the following morning, a car at top 
maddening speed sliced the town into 
two. It was pursued by another car 
also at very top speed. Another min­
ute, they had disappeared. Whether 
the one caught the other, neither the 
soldiers, nor the police and certainly 
not the civilian long-distance drivers 
showed any undue interest in finding 
out.
As if the final whistle had gone off, all 

the trucks and lorries kicked off. I 
reckoned that close to a million litres of 
smoke and carbon-monoxide must 
have been let off in those minutes as 
they scrambled for the safety of 
Kaduna.
Soldiers in peace are like chimneys in 

summer. They may well be but who 
said this is "peace"? All around 
Kaduna and especially the route to 
Abuja I thought a civil war was being 
fought these days — between robbers 
and civil society. But with soldiers and 
police like these it makes me shudder 
to think who will win. Private Eye will 
be there to report the battle.

and turned round to explain, the po­
licemen were nowhere to be seen. 
They had disappeared.
Later, as if by chance a military truck 

carrying some soldiers drove in. I 
really thought someone had wired for 
help. I was mistaken. The truck 

The sopeir Barons
“ ■ ‘ ~ meetings. He is a highly respected

member of the group.
Baron Maitasbi orMaichasbi (the one 

with prayer beads) is the ostensible 
leader of the Supers. He is fond of 
countingthe beads, perhaps to empha­
sise his holiness or capacity to cast a 
spell on any person that may challenge

embodiment of authority, power, in­
fluence which he likes to wield. Some 
regard him as a mini-Sardauna (Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, first and last Premier of 
Northern Nigeria).

Baron Maisaje (the one with whisk­
ers). This Baron is primus inter peres - 
actual as opposed to the ostensible,
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Tundc Obalana and Yinka Davies in Greener Grass

ries of rain falling and flooding every­
thing except a beer parlour, them­
selves and a prostitute; of farting in a 
classroom into class teacher's nostrils, 
of a mother dying in a bicycle accident, 
of a man living with the wife for 
twenty years without making love to 
heruntil the last year and then walking 
out on her thereafter even with her 
heavy with child

The audience could not hold their 
breath. It was laughter galore. Actors 
Tunde Enba (Banza) and Dele Ada- 
gunodo(Lagbaja) lived up to their bill­
ings. Their re-enactments were a de­
light to watch. Director Niyi Akanni, 
did not disappoint. He handled the 
play dexterously.
The night could not have ended on a 

better note. Producer, Chuck Mike 
was all smiles as he came to make his 
vote of thanks. He was full of praises 
for Rasheed Gbadamosi, for making 
the night's performances, a reality. He 
also hinted on his next pet project, 
SAND (Season of American, African 
and Nigerian Dramas) taking off at the 
close of the year which will hopefully 
be receiving the backing of the United 
States Information Service as well as 
individuals. By Oji Onoko.

-----------------------------------------------©

- shells, two men 
can be seen fac­
ing each other in 
kneeling posi­
tion. In-between 
lie logs of wood 
gathered sup­
posedly to make 
a fire. Beside this 
lie four stones, 
two on either 
side. Almost si­
multaneously, 
they grab the 
stones and begin 
to scratch them 
together, slowly 
at first, and 
gradually build­
ing up into a 
frenzy They fall 
exhausted. 
Then. they 
launch into sto-

42____________________________________________ ________________________
THEATRE ’
Night of fun at museum kitchen

Three plays. Three delectable plays. 
All in one night’ If the collective Artis­
tes wanted to surprise, they did just 
that.

A typical African moonlit night was 
recaptured. With bamboo seats ar­
ranged around an open air stage and 
the auditorium roofed with thatch, 
guests relived a fast disappearing 
country life. It was hard to believe this 
is happening right in high-brow Ikoyi 
in Lagos. But what do you expect in 
Museum? And this is the Museum 
Kitchen, venue of the performance, on 
Saturday, 25th August 1990.

The guests stroll in as the call time 
gets nearer. A burst of laughter here. 
A guffaw there. Sure signs of long lost 
friends finding themselves in a fine 
setting. Bottles ofbeer float freely. The 
kitchen ensured a steady supply - for a 
fee!
To the left, stockily built banker and 

art patron, Rasheed Gbadamosi, 
whose play "Green Grass" inciden­
tally is the first to be presented, sits, 
chatting heartily with his wife. Visible, 
too, is chief Newton Jibunoh, art col­
lector and Chairman, Costain West 
Africa with wife. A handful of white 
faces dot the mainly black audience...

A soul stirring sound from a flute 
draws attention to the stage. A man is 
sprawled, shifting from side to side, 
obviously in agony. The flutist cum 
storyteller, blows on, then stops sud­
denly. "You murdered your wife," he 
shouts at the figure. "Deny it," he 
concludes. Back to his flute, he goes.

The figure darts out and in a mo­
ment comes back with a girl. The bark­
ing of a dog can be heard growing 
more and more menacing. The man 
with his companion crouch - in hiding. 
Fear is written all over them ...
Tunde Obalana as Nekan could not 

have played the part of a trapped 
homicidal maniac any better. He 
looked every inch the wild animal he is 
supposed to be On the contrary, Yinka 
Davies as Toju, an investigative jour­
nalist intent on unravelling the myth 
of Nckan, her reaction was not only 
weak but affected...
As light fade on them, four squating

figures - all females - appear, signal­
ling the opening of the second play, 
"God dey." This is an adaptation of 
Ben Caldwell's Prayer Meeting by 
Chuck Mike. The figures in view are 
actually tyres on a stationary car! 
Suddenly, a man saunters by, surveys 
the 'cari and then opens it. He is at­
tempting to drive it away but cannot 
Anxiety mounts.

Soon the owner, a pastor, comes 
along, gets in and is about to drive out 
when the thief beckons to him "in the 
name of the Lord" not to move or look 
back otherwise, he would "turn into a 
pillar of salt". The perlexed pastor 
obeys and is dispossessed of all his 
belongings, pushed out and car 
snatched. All the Pastor could say was 
"God dcy!"
The pair of Cliff Igwe (Thief) and Sh- 

ina Adeboila (Pastor) gave a good 
account of themselves in realising 
their roles.

The last play for the night, "Rain", 
was as intriguing as they come. Writ­
ten by an undergraduate of Obafcmi 
Awolowo University, lie - Ife, Biyi 
Bamidele - Thomas, the play opened 
on a bizarre note.
In the middle of a circle formed by sea



Citizen September 17,1990

; whether he had 
>me that the gang

eat I was wondering 
secretly sent word hoi 
was coming.
When we went out Bukar led the way 

to Sa fah a Plaza on Sultan Road. First 
time for me. The architecture of the 
entrance has been inviting enough but 
it never bothered me what goes inside. 
We drove in.

The interior was exquisitely done 
with much taste. A bridge over a 
“moat" and you'd think you were 
going into a castle. That's how it 
seemed to me as I went over the net­
work of canals in front of the restau­
rant. Inside, the restaurant itself was

"Ah He! he!! no sir", the waiter an­
swered as he burst into a big laugh. 
Kabiru also laughed. I thought it was 
no laughing matter, I was sure I heard 
the man say "lizard."

Finally the waiter regained his com­
posure. "I am sorry sir if my pronoun- 
ciation was not good," he begun. 
"What I said was that we serve giz­
zard, ji-ai-double zed-e-ar-di, giz­
zard."

I swallowed hard. "That's better," I 
said. "What's the gizzard thing about? 
Is it chicken gizzard?' "Yes. Okay I 
don't want it."

Kabiru ordered it with his special

dish.
Mohammed Bomoi and I ordered for 

the special but with goat meat, my 
favourite.

Instead of the much-hated bland 
soup we were served local pepper 
soup-cowtail, the best. Itturnedoutto 
be excellent on palate, not looking so 
good on plate and very bad for our 
teeth. Yet when we were through, 
each vertebra was spotless and all of 
the gravy gone. That's nice.

After the launching of Citizen in 
Kaduna, Bukar Zarma said I must call 
on him when I leave the launch site. I 
did. By the time I arrived at Ncwsday 
I had a couple of people with me and 
some others called while we were 
together. The talk never ended, and 
soon it was lunch time. No kitchen 
could have accommodated so many 
raging appetites without notice, and 
so when Bukar suggested we go out to

cool and spotless.
The menu arrived — of course. I 

looked away. Bukar and Bomoi began 
selecting arguing, and laughing.

"Samosa!" Bomoi shouted. "Why I 
used to buy it for a naira a piece. How 
how come it costs N20?" “You don't 
have time to find out many things," 
Bukar said. “You better order what 
you want".

What I want is Samosa."
"So take it and pay their price".
For me rice is always good enough for 

lunch — especially if it comes with a 
liberal serving of daddawa-based 
stew—black stew as we call it. Hausa- 
Fulani culinary tradition has not in- 
vented anything tastier. When our 
order came, it was a mixed grill — a 
piece of many things. On the whole it 
was delicious but we had to pay for 
every bit of the taste. The bill read 
N200 for 4 plates.

-------------------- By Adamu Adamu

EATING OUT1------------------ J....................  -
Restaurant crawling at its best

Being a stranger has many advan­
tages; but being a guest has no disad­
vantages known to man. 1 only discov­
ered this after many months of "gre­
garious nomadism" - with my family 
in Azare, a home in Kano and a hide­
out in Kaduna. Shuttling between 
these places, I remain a perpetual 
guest who as they say is someone 
always treated like royalty until he 
overstays his welcome. 1 never do. 
Working in the media has taught one 
to expect only two rectangular meals a 
day. Lunch doesn't exist and if it does 
it is never eaten by journalists — at 
least most of them. Once in a while, 
however, one is reminded about throe 
square meals. When that happens and 
I am in Kaduna there can only be one 
reason —Kabiru Yusuf is in town. He 
likes feeding me lunch; he likes 
Lesbora Restaurant; and so to Lesbora 
we went.

I hate to read a menu, or to have to 
choose from what it offers. I have my 
reasons. One, I like French though I 
can't stand it. My year at Alliance 
Francaise has neither been regular nor 
endeared me to a spelling that you are 
not supposed to pronounce. Even if 
your restaurant is not sophisticated to 
Gaullic proportions that folded paper 
smells decidedly French. Two, I don't 
eat out often - if at all - so I am used to 
being served by the missus without 
choice. It sounds draconian but it is 
faster—and no hotel can match home 
cooking.
At Lesbora we were met on arrival by 

profuse greetings, nods and grateful 
stares. Kabiru is a generous tipper and 
dearly at home here. We sat down; 
and the inevitable happened — we 
were given the menu. I turned away 
"Can I trust your choice?" I asked 
Kabiru. Not sure, he called out at one 
of the waiters. "What and what do you 
have?" The waiter rattled away: prac­
tice has made the role perfect. "What 
types of meat?"
"We have beef, mutton, fish and ..." 
The last thing the waiter mentioned 

was indistinct but I was sure I wanted 
to vomit. So I asked, "Did you say you 
serve lizard here?"
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CULTURE =====================
66 An Endangered Cnttore'

of the Nigerian Educational Research 
and Development Council (NERDC). 
The report card reads very good. But, 
in truth, under this veneer of "consid­
erable progress" lies a difficulty, that 
of misconception of culture, even by 
policy-makers. All too often it is sim­
plified to mean just music and dance. 
Any wonder that dance troupes are 
mushrooming all over the country! 
Not that music, good music, per se is 
not necessary. Shakespeare described 
it as the "food of love" and love is the 
greatest ofall human values. Culture 
is said to be the "totality of man's exis­
tence." This "totality", of course, in­
cludes music and dance - and many 
more things in life; education, theatre, 
food and industry.

Music and dance The controversy 
over them will rage for as long as those 
officers put in charge of nursing our 
cultural growth continue to be cagey 
and emotional. It is true, as Alhaji 
Mohammed, Kaduna's arts and cul­
ture director said, man expresses him­
self more naturally in music and 
dance. But should he do it in a state of 
nudity? That is the question. It is argu­
able whether girls who allow their 
underpants to show and expose their 
breasts at these "cultural displays" 
send out any message other than to 
arousethebasest ofall human instincts 
: the sex urge. The big shots in society 
who honour such occasions with their 
VIP presence applaud gleefully, not 
the meaningfulncss of the girls' grace­
ful dance steps but the suggestiveness 
of the wiggling "backyard". The ap­
preciation often shown is a note sent 
through an orderly to "see me in my 
office or hotel room" the next day.
Alhaji Mohammed regards criticism 

of bare-breast dancing as uninformed 
and for him going naked is just as 
natural a way of lifeas being fully clad. 
It was with difficulty he was able to 
apply the wedge to his rising temper. 
At a point he muttered, "you can 
change your attitude to the whole 
thing. Kill all the girls if you like or 
turn them into something but human 
beings".

tion that has begun to emerge in this 
country under the present military 
regime. He ticked off the creation of a 
separate ministry of culture and "for­
malisation" of the national festival of 
arts and culture. The national commit­
tee on WDCD, headed by Frank Aig- 
Imoukhuede, a federal director of cul­
ture, had planned the take-off of a 
number of projects this year. They 
included a national gallery of art, a

Alhaji Zakari Isa Chawai, Kaduna 
State Commissioner for Informa­
tion, Home Affairs and Culture 

national institute of cultural orienta­
tion, a national language survey and 
the festival of indigenous children's 
toys, rhymes and games.

The fifth plenary meeting o 
committee in Kaduna reviewed 
progress had been made on the proj­
ects. Mr. Aig Imoukhuede reported 
that an interim board has been ap­
proved for the art gallery and it should 
"start operation this month". As for 
the children's festival, it has a national 
committee to work on the logistics for 
its staging "before the end of the yeari'. 
It is meant to insulate the most vulner­
able section of the population, the 
youth, which the committee described 
as "our greatest vehicles of cultural 
continuity", from "the tremendous 
pressure exerted from outside on our 
value system". The national language 
survey, also, he said, was making 
"considerable progress". Its imple-

This is the phase President Babangida 
used to describe the Nigerian culture - 
if indeed it's possible to speak of a 
'common' Nigerian culture - during 
last November's launch of the national 
chapter of the World Decade for Cul­
tural Development (1988/89). The 
national committee on the WDCD rose 
from its fifth plenary meeting in 
Kaduna during the week having the 
same fear about the dilution of "our 
rich cultural traditions, values . . 
with the expansive materialism of 
western cultures.
This is much in evidence in the total 

value system of the Nigerian youth 
today: hairstyles, the clothes they go 
in, the loud, often meaningless music 
issuing out of loudspeakers in street 
shops and even homes. Boys cut their 
hair in a way that leaves it looking like 
the tuft on a cock's head. The dance 
steps they take are altogether false. 
Th is goes for boys. The girls wear tight 
short skirts that expose, to the lewd 
eyes of men, the underside of their 
thighs.
This is the more common-place evi­

dence of what the President called 
"hastily injested and ill-digested for­
eign cultures." He spoke of a revitali­
sation of "our rich but endangered 
culture" through a national cultural 
policy, which seeks to "restore culture 
and human values to their central 
place in economic and technological 
development".
It also aims to make the arts accessible 

to all Nigerians, thereby preserving 
"our cultural heritage", and promote 
culture as an industry of crafts, sound 
and video products, books, films and 
drama.
Alhaji Mohammed Balarabe Umaru, 

Kaduna State's Director of Culture, in 
a recent interview, expressed a desire 
to have the policy elevated to "a na­
tional ideology through which our 
good traditional values and systems 
shall form the basis for effective reali­
sation of national goals".

He saw the UN general assembly's 
declaration of the World Decade for survey’ also, he said, 
Cultural Development as only real- "eor.cidcrabJc progrccc'. 
firming a pattern of cultural rejuvena- mentation is in phases, under the aegis
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SNAKE CHARMING'
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on the floor, and it entered ■ 
feet, 2 inches - long Egypt**

7 “n-k”<or 41 years 

times you
villages", said Alhaji Isa. There are 70 
other snake charmers in Sokoto who 
perform this duty, but the Sarkin Ga 
normally handles the most diffic.u 
cases. Although no snake has ever 
escaped capture when he pursued ,. 
Alhaji Isa recalls an occassion 13 VEa„ 
ago when a snake tested his skill, . 
the limit. "It had lodged in the Sulta° 
of Sokoto's old house", he told CUi£? 
obviously a serious matter. "I went?'

The white man and his family were 
scared out of their wits and the Sultan 
sent Alhaji Isa's fat her to the scene. He 
quickly captured the snake and was 
invested by the Resident himself as 
Sakin Gardi. Alhaji Isa's grandfather 
also once held the title. After his fa­
ther's death, Alhaji Isa's uncle also 
held the title before the late Sultan 
Abubakar III invested it on Isa.
As Sarkin Gardi, his main duties are to 

help remove snakes that lodge in 
people's houses, farms and water 
wells. "We receive at least 200 reports 
a week from Sokoto and surrounding

the house everyday for 3 months, but 
did not see the snake. However, the 
Sultan's attendants always saw it after 
I was gone. I was desperate to catch a 
glimpse of the snake. All I wanted was 
to see it, and the matter will be 
One day, I went to the house at 7 p 
and waited all night for the sna c 
appear. Then, at around 730 
lowing morning, it suddenly j to 
it's head, and I saw it. I retreated j
the courtyard and danced f°r 
then returned to the snake, laid ft1^ g 

It was 
«’c°brake

The con- 
charmer 
firmed to vi. 
that cobradd‘!rs 
pcrs s>'a'“!S 
are the cc>rn- 
that mos 
mon1/ por*^ 
people m Al 
ern Nigcr’%r<**r 
though'1^ ottre 
Cord. »n„‘’orf«’cr 
snake o
treat c* t^c. 
snake*‘*>£ 
prefer'<»•- 
srer 
protec' pcV,cs

But * 5r>a* 

•he' t»

and cr» <)° charn\c c

said/ a/ af< 
times you meet with a bad 
Hausa phrase bacinranai5^ lf\ji 
cuse for failed charms a/z A*^,t4r 
One of my own 

said, displaying the fin® „ 
Porter, "was destroyed °
also regularly treat my c° 
are bitten by snakes. Soft1 
snakes are bitten by °^C''. 
which I have to treat thc
By Mahmud J eg a

Alhaji Isa Sarkin Gardi: Snake charmer extraordinary
Even before 1986, when his appoint­

ment to the staff of thc Department of 
Biological Sciences in thc Usman Dan- 
fodiyo University, Sokoto made head­
line news and drew many newspaper 
articles and cartoons, Alhaji Isa was 
well known in Sokoto being the Sul­
tan's official Sarkin Gardi, that is, the 
head of snake charmers. In mid-1985, 
a big black Egyptian cobra somehow 
sneaked into the posh sitting room of 
the Danfodiyo University's Vice- 
Chancellor and bit the VC, Professor 
Mahdi Adamu. The combined efforts 
of the University's Estate engineers 
and zoology professors having failed 
to prevent this ncar-disaster, thc Sul­
tan of Sokoto lent of the services of 
Alhaji Isa, who promptly caught the 
snake. This feat reinforced the already 
strong traditonalist views of Professor 
Adamu, a former director of the centre 
for Nigerian cultural studies at the 
ABU, Zaria. Alhaji Isa was then ap­
pointed into the University's staff.
His "academic" duties in the Univer- 

isty include capturing any snake that 
molests the 8,000 members of the Uni­
versity community, as well as aiding 
research work in herpetology. Alhaji 
Isa'sdangcrousdutiesare  exemplified 
by a recent brush he had with a spitt ing 
cobra. The huge snake had lodged 
inside the power generator at the Uni­
versity's junior staff houses at Rangon 
Kamfani, outside Sokoto. Alhaji Isa 
pursued the snake for three hours, and 
in the process recieved several spits on 
the neck. "The cobra aims for vulner­
able places" Alhaji Isa told Cilizfli/ 
"mainly the eyes, ears and nose, the 
effects of a spit can be disastrous for a 
person. To me, of course, it docs not 
matter in the least." In the end he 
captured the snake.

Alhaji Isa has been catching snakes 
for 41 years now, having learnt his 
trade at the age of 7 from his father and 
uncle. His father, now deceased, was 
legendary for his snake hunting abili­
ties. More than 50 years ago, those 
skills were surely tested when a huge 
snake invaded the residence of the 
colonial Resident of Sokoto province.



46

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 ST DECEMBER, 1989

Citizen September 17,1990

NIGERIAN AGRICULTURAL AND 
CO-OPERATIVE BANK LIMITED

ASSETS
Cash and short term Funds
Equity Investments
Loans
Other Assets
Fixed Assets
Fixed Assets

1988 
N'000 
78,999

8,699
470,884
152,738
54,888 

N766,208

SHAREHOLDERS' FUNDS & LIABILITIES:
Share Capital
General Reserve
Shareholders' Funds
Loans
Current Liabilities

150,000
47,286

197,286 
500,869 

_68,Q53 
N766,208

1988 
_N'Q00 

83333 
34,455 
49378 
50548 
(1,170) 

1,170

1989 
N'000 

294,981 
13,949 

790,276 
210,202 

92,410 
Nl,401,818

500,000
57,684

557,684
679,683 
164.451 

1,401318

Gross Eamings
Interest paid
Net Eamings
Operating Expenses,- Provisions & Depreciation 
Net operating profit/ (Loss) for the year 
Applied as follows:
Transfer to Genera) Reserve 
Balance carried forward.

Group Capt.. Usman Jibrin Chairman ------------
Prof. M. B. Ajakaiye.... Managing Director/Chief Executive

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1989
1989 

NW 
153,971
37.472 

116,499
88,977 
27322 

(27322)
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST
DECEMBER, 1989

To the best of our knowledge and belief, the Bank adhered to the provisions of the 
productivity, prices and Incomes policy guidelines for the year ended 31st De­
cember, 1989.

Kano, Nigeria 
May, 1990.

Johnson, Abioye, Oladehinde & co. 
Chartered Accountants.

In our opinion, the accompanying accounts give a true and fair view of the state 
of affairs of the Bank as at 31st December, 1989 and of the profit and source and 
Application of Funds for the year then ended and comply with the Companies 
Act, 1968.

Directors: Group Capt.. Usman Jibrin (RTD) Chairman; Professor M. B. Ajakaiye 
(Managing Director/Chief Executive); Alhaji Umaru Imam (Executive)! Alhaji 
Isa Tahir, (Executive), Mr. F. C. O. Emenike (Executive); Alhaji Garba Bawa 
(Executive); Dr. E. N. Onunkwo, Mr. Chuk's Ezeugoh, Mr. E. E. Eyo, Mr. J. 
Dangwaran, Alhaji Abu Ibrahim, Mr. S. M. Tarka.

We have audited the above Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 1989 and the 
related Profit and Loss Accounts and statement of source and Application of 
funds for the year ended on that date prepared under the Historical cost conven­
tion and on the basis of the accounting policies described in the Notes to the 
Accounts. The accounts were prepared from the Bank's books of accounts which, 
in our opinion, have been properly kept. Wehaveobtained all the information and 
explanations which we considered necessary for the purpose of our audit includ­
ing adequate returns from the Bank's Branches.
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repub- 
y dicta- 
e of the

/body, Somebody, Any- 
jbody.

important job to be
/body was sure that

Miawu aoamu s 1

definitions
IN HUMOUR

---------—e ui —
This is a story about four pcoplc

_ , . - <___ l.r AnV-
named Every!
body and Not

There was an important jod xu 
done and Everybody was sure t 
Somebody would do it. Anybody 
could have done it, but Nobody * 
it. Somebody got angry because it 
was Everybody's job. Everybody 
thought Anybody could do it, but 
Nobody realised that Everybody 
wouldn't do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed 

Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done.
In the past they used to say "Every­

body's business was nobody's busi­
ness". Both were Nigerians.

Salty Business
A governor of one of the states was 

reported to have had the ceiling of a 
new party secretariat collapse on 
him. He had innocently touched the 
structure to find out how strong it 
was and the whole thing came down. 
Too bad. Reminded me of Don Quix­
ote. After crashing his helmet while 
trying to test his repairs, he never 
thereafter tested anything even once.

But did the contractor see wind 
mills?

Ecobank — 
When you 
shout, the 
echo 
comes 
bank. 
Now, 
when you 
throw a 
Naira, 
will you 

get any eco back? Hardly.
North-South Bank — North is north;

south is south. And never the wmen we win expect .
twain shall meet. Ditto your and work and die for. He will certa J 
your Naira. not expect them to cheat with •

Lead Merchant Bank — I thought that, precisely, is what they 
banks always kept gold bullion in 
their vaults. Now if I am looking 
for lead I know where to search for 
it.

Industrial Bank — As industrialisa­
tion eluded us, so will the bank.

Century Merchant Bank — Are these 
people talking of 122?':'’ ’ 
we are now in the 1990's, or are we?

Merchant Bank — There's neither 
equity nor good conscience in a me­
ridian. The question is: Is there 
Naira? The answer is: A meridian 
is an imaginary line. What of 
meridienl

Republic Bank — So what is a r- 
lie bank doing in a military « 
torship? Dictating the value > 
Naira?

FBN — Fast Bank of Nigeria where Centre-point Merchant Bank — At 
the centre, there's no point.

Financial Merchant Bank—So, all the 
others arc not financial?

New Africa Merchant Bank — Africa 
is the oldest continent, so how can 
it be new?

Savannah Bank — Guinea, Sudan, 
Sahel or American?
Enough banks for the day espe­

cially since your neither have the 
money nor the inclination to take 
one to the other. My advice is that 
you have a large pillow. Under it 
there's enough room for your 
meagre take-home alms. Throw it 
there and wait until the 100-odd 
banks whittle down to 10.

Code of Conduct
A popular question nowadays is, "By 

how much have the Code of Conduct

you can make the fast buck fast­
est, and that is ten times the rate at 
which you make Naira.

UBN — Bank of Unionism, and un­
ionism as we saw last week is a 
situation where you have two 
cows and these are taken away 
from you by unionism. One is 
shot, the other is milked, and the 
milk is thrown away — along 
with your Naira.

Ivory Merchant Bank — The Moi 
Touch which, unfortunately, is 
opposite that of Midals. Moi put 
all ivory to flames and all its mer­
chants to flight.

Commercial Trust Bank — Which is 
which? Do I trustcommerceordo 
I trust bankers. Or neither? 
Which clearly is the safer option.

I ONCE defined BON as Bank of the 
Nought and IBWA as the Interna­
tional Bank of wasted Assets. No

I mischief was meant; but now I can 
I beat my chest. Someone told me that 
I the discomfiture caused by the first 
I definition was great enough to lead 
I to the employment of someone close 
I to stop the naughtiness. The other 
I definition, I understand, wasted the 
I valuable time of many assets as they 
1 decided on a new name. Oh what 

power and glory — me Tarzan, me 
tough.

Seriously now, I never knew I had 
powers of prophesy. When I penned 
those definitions! had nothing up the 
sleeve (or is it up kwado da linzami?) 
except innocent jest. Little then did 1 
know that many were the assets that 
would be wasted and many the 
drcams that would come to nought in 
banking circles. But as it is often said, 
it was probably all in the name. So 
let's see.

—3 bureau and tribunal increased cor- 
ruption?" Curious.
Are they not supposed to reducen, 

or belter still, to stamp the damn 
thing out? Well, whatever it » sup­
posed to be, there is little doubt that 
corruption has increased and re- 
come more sophisticated since 
creation of the two bodies.

One may therefore safely 
that soon the Nigerian police*™1 
come more corrupt. Why? JG A 
has just dusted some code of coWJ 
which we will expect his men to i » 

. __ ill z%r»r4?liniy

'with it-And 
/ will do. I

A Little Story
Today also bring you that anony­

mous humour that, some times an 
noyingly sometimes appropriate y, 
adorns offices that you visit. This one 
not so much because of its humour

; of 1880's?! thought but because of its Nigerianness.
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The Snake Thai Poisons 
Everybody

it
Topples 
governments, 
wrecks 
marriages, 
ruins 
careers, 
busts 
reputations, 
causes 
heartaches, 
nightmares, 
indisgesdon, 
spawns suspicion, 
generates 
grief, 
dispatches 
innocent 
people 
to cry in their 
pillows.
Even its name 
hisses.
If s called 
gossip. 
Office gossip, 
Shop gossip. 
Party gossip. 
It makes 
headlines 
and headaches. 
Before 
you repeat 
a story, 
ask yourself: 
Is it true? 
Is it fair?
Is it necessary? 
If not, 
shut up.
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AEROBICS

first two weeks after commencement 
of exercises, the weight remains static, 
decreases or even increases. It is just 
part of the idle body's response to the 
active exercises. After the first two 
weeks of weight fluctuation the client 
begins to notice emaciation of the body 
and a gradual reduction in weight. 
There is an erroneous assumption that 
weight increases occurs due to extra 
storage of body fat. Experts say body 
weight is dictated by heavy bones and 
muscles. It is therefore important for 
clients on a slimming programme to 

fats may melt but 
nay not decrease due to 
weight of bones and

The goodies of aerobics
Jogging is too often touted as the sure 
way of keeping fit. But health experts 
are now saying that widely held belief 
should be swallowed with a pinch of 
salt.Thereisno denying that jogging is 
good for the body if it is done in mod­
eration but they wam against exces­
sive jogging. It could put too much 
pressure on the heart of those over 35 
years and it also over -stretches the hip 
muscles of women who indulge ’

Jogging is good only for the 1 
torso but is an ineffective par 
bulging pot bellies or flabby t 
muscles. The secret of making 
cises work for your posture &»> 
contours lies in knowing v 
exercises suits you and tl 
known to rectify excess weight in cer­
tain areas.
Citizen took a trip to one of Kaduna's 

new health gardens, the Safaha Plaza 
on Sultan road, where the inspector 
incharge of gymnastics and aerobics 
Mr. Ben Edeh explained the tech­
niques of keeping fit and weight re­
duction. Weight reduction and exer­
cise programmescan be classified into 
three groups: gymnastics, which in­
volves using gadgets such as station­
ary j°8Scrs ar|d bicycles to exercise, 
aerobics, general workout exercises 
for all parts of the body and callisthen­
ics, which is really an introduction to 
aerobics but one that focuses on ac­
quiring flexibility of muscles. The lat­
ter which should precede aerobics is 
recommended for everybody irre­
spective of sex, age or peculiar weight 
problems.
Obesity, excessive weight or the fear 

of it has been identified as the major 

seeking expert advice on keeping fit or 
weight reduction. At Safaha, Mr. Edeh 
disclosed that any client for weight re­
duction programme first undergoes a 
rehabilitative test involving weigh 
recording, blood pressure,!.«..»«»iU 
stamina tests. Then a rehabilitative 
exercise is selected to suit the client. 
The slimming programme involves 
two aspects, one is reduction of body 
fat and theother is general weight loss.

understand that 
/body irre- body weight m?« 

the constant 
muscles.

Apart from the exercises, clients are 
also introduced to the virtues of diet­

problem that pushes most people into >ng. Here Mr. Edeh disagrees with 
many dietitians who force their clients 
to eliminate all fattening foods from 
their diet at one go. On the contrary, he 
believes in drastic reduction in intake 

ig weight of such foods, mainly carbohydrates 
. heart and and fats over a certain period. Most 

people, he explained go off their pre­
scribed diet when they are forced to 
completely eliminate carbohydrates 
and fats from their meals.

w o_____ With a combination of the exercises
It is not unusual to notice that for the and the diet, the client can lose up to 5

kilogrammes or more in 30 days.
Charges at Safaha for weight reduc­

tion programmes vary depending on 
the type of membership the client se­
lects. The special membership costs 
N300 naira monthly and offers the 
following: special weight loss or keep 
fit programme, exercises for six days 
maximum or 3 days minimum every 
week; G 5 treatment to melt body fat, 
once a week, two sauna baths weekly 
and two free pedicure and manicure.

The ordinary membership pro­
gramme which costs 150 naira 
monthly entitles members to two 
Sauna bath monthly, everyday exer­
cises for maximum of six days or a 
minimum of three days weekly and 
two pedicure and manicure.

Aerobics for non-members is organ­
ised on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays for 10 naira per session.

For a woman with a flabby tummy, 
abdominal exercises are recom­
mended along with other condition­
ing exercises. Strength endurance ex­
ercises such as weight lifting should be 
avoided by women. It is strictly pre­
scribed only for men who use it to 
develop muscles, big chest and narrow 
waist and hips.

i in it.
lower 

inacea for 
■v tummy 
king exer- 
• and body 

; which typeof 
those that are



HABIB NIGERIA BANK
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Habib Nigeria Bank Limited
The bank with a difference
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At Habib Nigeria Bank, we know how to treat the customer. 
We offer up to date, state of the art, well researched 

banking solutions.
Our services cover a wide range of regular Business 

Advisory Services and Custom-tailored Banking Services.
And, as a growing bank, we are continuously seeking 

out new ways to help you keep ahead of the times.
So, come to Habib.

A growing, resourceful,
Customer-oriented Bank
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^LOUR Class
SEPARATION 

NOW AT 
Your doorstep

ADVANCED SECURITY & TECHNOLOGY SERVICES LTD 
(A subsidiary of Nigerian Security Printing & Minting Company Limited.)
Plot 1215, Ibiyinka Olorunimbe Close, Off Amodu Ojikutu Street, Victoria Island, Lagos.

ASTS —for Colours Brought Alive!

fJ t

For years, the belief was that JJ 
the best colour separation 
could only be done abroad, 'gf 

Now ASTS, a subsidiary of the 
Nigerian Security Printing and 
Minting Company has proved 
that first class colour separa­
tion can be done here in 
Nigeria in 24 hours.

ASTS Colour Separation can 
match and even surpass whatever you get anywhere.
ASTS will provide First Class Positives and Cromalin proofs 
from Colour Transparencies and direct Colour Photographs to 
give printers the sharpest colour prints.

For your first class separation and 24 hour - express service 
call 610981, 613339, 612864.


