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Over the years, AFRIBANK has been in the business of efficient 
and courteous banking. Our wide range of services designed over 
time to suit your needs, are handled by professionals. Our numer­
ous branches nationwide as well as extensive international Opera­
tions are a testimony of our competence in meeting all your 
financial requirements. ?

That is why we are inviting you to the AFRIBANK stand at the 4th 
Kaduna International Trade Fair so that you can enjoy the privi­
lege of our efficient and courteous services.

Your interest is our priority.

...the efficient arid courteous... AFRIBANK
Head Office: 94, Broad Strool. PM B. 12021. Lagos. Nigeria. Tel: 01-2664135. 2662301.2663608. Fax: 01-2666327 

Telex: 21M5.22382.22393. AFRIBANK NG. Cable AFRIBANK LAGOS.
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BRIEFLY

New Nigerian Develop­
ment Company's annual 
alimni seminar advocates 
goverment's intervention 
to sane the economy

The emir of Kazaure, Alhaji Ibrahim Adamu is dead He 
died last Thursday at the Marhaba Specialist Hospital, 
Kano, after a protracted illness. Born 74 years ago, the late 
emir ascended the throne of the Kazaure in December 
1968.

Highly respected for his honesty and frankness, the late 
emir, who was also a reputable farmer, had his elementary 
education in Kazaure, and also attended the institute of 
administration, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

He had served as a senior official of the Native Authority 
and the district head of Roni before his ascension to the 
throne. He is survived by his wives and several children.

£®r deregulation

CQWER STORY
Leadership crisis

Beko's 
problems

Increasing agitation 
within the rank and file of 
human rights and pro­
democracy groups is 
forcing them to democ­
ratise their structures
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SB J«jrecePts are easy to coin; It is ex- | 
ample that is difficult to put into

[ practice. This Is the uncomfort- . -»
1 able truth that Nigeria's vocal | tions are
I more-democratlc-than-thou Campaign for why are 
j Democracy is finding out. It preaches de- I feudal die -.em-'

mocracy. It fights for it. It is even dying for it elgn sourc betng SP
1 but It will not do It. And probably it doesn't their Naira leader wl 

even believe in it. s°me of w of origin (
1 At least there Is little doubt that its lead- terms ot227<•—" are a 
|l ership doesn’t. Crucial decisions are taken I a 1 
|| unilaterally, without the knowledge of the 
|| proper structures or consulting the follow- I 
|| ership at large; accountability for funds do­
ll nated by local sources or received from . o. 
|| abroad remains suspect, while the base of | 
|| support for the campaign remains narrow | - ‘“rT1
11 and almost ethnic. Clearly these are serious | 
11 handicaps for a group that pretends to | 
| promote democracy in the country. |

It tells a lot about the leadership of the 
campaign that It doesn't seem to recognise 
the mortal danger lurking in all tffis for _lt 
existence or success. And predictably this

;edby
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The exemplary gesture by the erst­
while head of state late General 
Murtala Muhammed of blessed 
memory comes to mind. Thus the 
bluffof the creditors would bccalled.

Ayo Makinde 
Festac Town, Lagos 

------------------------------------------- ©
Still on SAP
Sir,

That majority of Nigerians are 
definitely not happy with the situ­
ation concerning their well-being 1 
bclcivcisnotloston thehcad of Pro­
visional RuhngCouncilandhisteam. 
For the last eight years majority of 
Nigerians ha \ i been underthe worst 
economic conditions this ccntuary, 
all because of a jaundiced economic 
policy hinged on a senseless struc­
tural adjustment programme which 
has been highly manipulated by its 
operators to enrich themselves. 
Education, health, decent food and 
provision of basic amenities were all 
beyond the reach of the majority. 
Nigeria, wi th the exception of a very 
few, is classified among the poorest 
nations of the world. Also report af­
ter report indicate the mistakes in 
the operation of SAP to no avail.

The tasks to be tackled are 
enormous, and with honesty, they 
can be accomplished. The right 
people should be in the right places 
and the leadership should lead by 
example.

LETTERS ■—
Open letter to Abacha
Sir,

It is my contention that no seri­
ous nation leaves its currency solely 
to the vagaries of market forces. 
Western nations who sponsor the 
Bretton Woods Institutions, "Wotfd 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund' (IMF), allow their reserve 
banks to intervene from time to time 
to shore up the value of their na­
tional currencies. Their hostility to 
the budget policy thrusts should 
therefore be recognised for what it is 
— ill will.

The specific area of interest which 
has prompted this letter and which 
I feel will make a profound impact 
on your popularity concerns the ex­
ternal debt management. It was 
reported that Britain under Marga­
ret Thatcher refused to grant Nige­
ria debt relief because from her 
knowledge of their wealth abroad, 
some prominent Nigerian citizens 
could easily settle what was out­
standing. She was quoted to have 
threatened to make a list of these 
endowed Nigerians public, if the 
government persisted in pressing for 
the relief. Then more recently, the 
Swiss government was reported to 
be willing to cooperate with any 
nation desirous of repatriating their 
fundsstashedin the country's vaults. 
I humbly recommend that you 
should take steps to make the best of 
these challenges.

Th^sc "endowed" Nigerians 
shou i.. then be taken intoconfidcnce 
at the highest possible level in gov­
ernment and persuaded to willingly 
part with half of what they have 
abroad, to salvage the nation. Offers 
of national awards could be thrown 
in and if entreaties fail, some other 
lawful methods could then be 
adopted where feasible. For ex­
ample, it should not be too difficult 
to make those presently or previ­
ously in government to cooperate 
with threats of a probe and expo­
sures. Their gestures would then be 
good examples for others to follow.

1 Letters to Citizen, carrying names, s
addressed to Letters Pago, Citizen, G 11

Citizen, January 31,1994

Magaji Garba 
ABU, Zaria 

----------------- ©
Re: The press and its 
double standards

Sir,
In a subtle way, Mohammed 

Haruna said it all (Citizen December 
20,1993-January 3,1994)onhowthe 
mass media abuses its powers. At­
tention must be paid to the press and 
the so-called civil liberties outfits 
here at home.

There is no gain-saying the fact 
thatthemuch press freedom that the 
media enjoy is not being utilised to 
promote national as opposed to sec- 

signaturcs and addresses, should be brief and to the point Th< 
1 L’nguwar Kanawa, PM B 2334, Kaduna The Editor resen

tional interests or to champion free­
dom for individual citizens as op­
posed tousingitasa weapon against 
individuals who are disadvantaged

' and possibly defenceless.
It is for those reasons that the 

government has to ensure that the 
press serves to promote national 
unity and not subvert it. In the same 
vein the government must guaran­
tee the individual’s right to seek 
redress from a press that continu­
ously victimise innocent citizens 
who for personal or political rea- i 
sons, arc continuously subjected to I 
ridicule and slander.

Nasiru U. Usman 
NCAC Zonal Liaison office,

Kano 
--------------------------------------------- © 
Re: Computer centre burnt
Sir,

Please refer toyour write up ti tied 
as above in your edition of January 
24-30, 1994 Vol. 5 No. 4 on page 26.

Please allow me to correct the 
report on twoaspects.Ourcomputer 
centre is not burnt. It could be called 
a near fire outbreak. It was true the 
fuse box and some wires conse­
quently got melted. The in-built fire 
preventive system gave the warn­
ing and necessary steps were taken 
toreplacethefuseboxand the melted 
wires. Electrical fault in a set-up like 
our computer centre, one of the 
biggest in the country, is not abnor­
mal. It is a fault which the system 
had anticipated, detected and cor­
rected.

It is true we approached the 
government for funds to complete 
processing the data, but no money 
has been released up to date. It is 
therefore untrue for you to write 
that money had been released at the 
tail end of last year. Let me use this 
opportunity to allay the fears of 
Nigerians that final census figures 
would be released within the next 
few months.

Ahmad Hameed 
public Affairs Department,

NPC
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man and have told again and again stories 
of his vision, generosity of sp’rit, his hard- 
work, and his exemplary attitude to pub­
lic service and nation-building.

The latest such occasion was at the First 
Annual Memorial Lecture in honour of 
the late premier organised by Arewa 
House, Kaduna, on January 22,1994. The 
remarks made at the occasion by Lieuten­
ant-General Oladipo Diya, the chief of

country. The moral as well as political impli­
cation of this is clear. Dictators and their 
apologists will definitely see in these symp­
toms of undemocratic practises an opportu­
nity to blackmail, not only the democracy 
groups, but the restive civil populacejhat is 
genuinely tired of the military's misrule and 
plundering of the nation's human and eco­
nomic resources.

The fortunate and commendable thing, 
however, is that there arc agitations from 
within questioning the basis of this paradox 
and asking for rectification. Leaders of 
democracy must read no meaning, other 
than genuine, into these agitations and go 
right ahead to yield to the legitimate quest 
for strict adherence to all democratic prin­
ciples enunciated in the May 2,1992 pro­
gramme of CD. Democrats must be demo­
crats in words and in deeds. Pro-democracy 
leaders must therefore do a soul searching 
and remove all impediments in the way of 
internal democrat!sation.

Our urge is that the NGM should ensure 
that henceforth issues arc discussed at all 
required levels of the organisation; frontiers 
of activities and agitation for democracy 
expanded by all practicable means, to in­
clude the rest of Nigeria, and that the prin­
ciple of accountability are scrupulously 
adhered to. Anything short of this will only 
portray CD as an organisation of physicians 

i incapablcofhealingthcmselvcs;andcannot, 
therefore, be entrusted with the lives of oth­
ers.

Sardauna's big.
o often in the last 28 years since his i 
violent death on January 15,1966, 

kjl northern Nigerians in particular 
and Nigerians as a whole have had occa­
sions to speak on the life and times and the 
legacy of Alhaji Ahmadu Bello, Sardaunan 
Sokoto and premier of the defunct north­

fl em region. On almost every occasion, his 
contemporaries and present-day leaders 
have showered encomiums on the great

VIEWPOINT - —

The task ahead of C®
n February 12, 1994 the National ( 

fl ■ General Meeting, NGM, of the <
Campaign for Democracy is ex- ; 

pected to hold in Ibadan, the capital of Oyo I
State. The meeting, which is the supreme 
organ of the pro-democracy body, is coming 
against the background of the return of the 
military to govemanceand a leadership split 
within the organisation. This background is 
significant in many respects.

The re-entry of the military into the na­
tion's political scene means that the cam­
paign for democratic rule needs reinvigora­
tion particularly in view of the collaboration 
of a section of the political class with the 
military to perpetuate dictatorship in the 
land. Unfortunately, however, the leader­
ship crisis in the CD will, if unresolved, 
inhibit its efficacy in the inevitable confron­
tation between the forces of dictatorship and 
democracy.

The crisis is serious to the extent that the 
bone of contention is a section of the leader­
ship's resistance to the democratisation of 
the structures of the organisation. The com­
plaint is that the chairman, in league with his 
trusted aides, is dictatorial, arbitrary and 
unaccountable to the rest of the executive 
members. This means that the CD, which 
was at the vanguard of the civil resistance to 
President Ibrahim Babangida's military re­
gime and has been mobilising the public for ! 
democratic rule, is not leading by example. It , 
is also clear from recent events that its activi­
ties have been restricted to a section of the |
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former head of the federal civil service, 
Alhaji Adamu Wazirin Fika, recently said 
that people today join the service thinking 
only of what they can get out of it. Take, for 
another example, the issue of "overcoming 
obstacles" to the unity of "multi-cultural 
societies" that General Diya spoke of. To­
day, the north is hardly more than a "geo­
graphical expression," all the great work of 
binding cultures accomplished by the 
Sardauna having gone down the drain. Who 
speaks, today, of "hardwork, accountabil­
ity, honesty and dedication" in leadership, M 
to say nothing of "selfless service, religious ■ 
tolerance, foresight and vision?"

Nigerians must seek to find the answer Q 
to whatever it is in our society that pro- B 
duced greatness of the Sardauna's kind and 7 
has not done so again since then. It is no 
longer satisfactory only to gather every year 
to remember the great men. Something must 
be done about it, and fast. There is no reason 
that whatever it is they accomplished can­
not be done again. It is arguable if the up­
coming constitutional conference can re­
store the spirit of selfless service and ac­
countability, not if its main concern is rotat­
ing power between different wings of the 
elite.

What we need is a restoration of the 
glories of the past, not just annual talks 
about them.

general staff, aptly summarised the awe 
with which modem Nigerian leaders hold 
the Sardauna and other great leaders of 
the independence era. General Diya said, 
for example, that Sardauna "devoted his 
life and energy to the service of his people 
and his fatherland." General Diya also 
held up the Sardauna as "an astute politi­
cian" who "succeeded in overcoming 
many obstacles which had prevented 
other leaders of multi-cultural societies 
from ascending the heights he assumed." 
The CGS also pointed to the late premier' s 
"policy of integration and development," 
and to his "hardwork, accountability, 
honesty, devotion to duty,selfless service 
to his people, religious tolerance, fore­
sight and vision." And as if that wasn't 
enough, Diya observed that the Sardauna 
"died and left no personal wealth, no 
mansions or estates."

Certainly, for these and many other 
qualities of great and saintly leadership, 
this generation of Nigerians and all oth­
ers to follow owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Sardauna and the many other leaders of 
his times and his calibre. But while they 
are being so often and deservedly remem­
bered and honoured, the question must 
be asked, whatever happened to national 
leadership since the great man died?

Take, for example, the issue of "selfless 
and dedicated service" to the people. A

he on-going tradedispute between 
L the United Statesand Japan is one 

-T L more reminder to the world of the 
double standards that the developed 
countries apply in their relations with the 
developing world. Only last week, in­
spectors from the International Monetary 
Fund, IMF, came to Nigeria to protest the 
federal government's 1994 budget, in 
particular, the retreat from total deregu­
lation of currency value and trade.

The IMFshould go tell that to the gov­
ernment of Japan The Americans say they 
are "frustrated" by lack of progress in 
their drive to get the Japanese to reduce 
their huge trade surplus with the US. The 
Americans find no easy way to break into

Citizen, January 31,1994

the Japanese market for automobiles, auto 
parts, banking and insurance, among oth­
ers. Even the rice market in Japan was only 
opened to imports last December after a 
protracted struggle. Last week, US treasury 
secretary Lloyd Bentsen said unless the 
Japanese allow progress to be made on the 
trade issue, the US will allow the yen to 
appreciate against the dollar. This means, 
clearly, that with a world trade surplus of 
some 150 billion dollars, the Japanese yen is rl 
still artificially managed in order tohelp the J 
country's export drive.

In which case, everyone else should be Si 
free to do his own thing. There shouldn't be S] 
one rule for the poor and another rule for LJ 
the rich and strong.
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AD AMU AD AMU 
the accounting officer knows not 
howtoaccount. If hedoes any count­
ing, it is to count his blessings.

The service itself suffers from a 
now culture of surfeit and overkill. 
Different units of the service often 
find themselves going at cross pur­
poses — cancelling each other out or 
engaging in ineffectual duplications. 
The sheer number, variety and 
sometimes meaninglessness of the I 
bureaucracies is enough to drown |

Often because he himself does not.
The best way out is to restore the 

powers of accountability to the per­
manent secretary who will also en­
force discipline all in a unified serv­
ice. Civil Service Rules and the Fi­
nancial Instructions will not easily 
go out of date: they can check graft 
any day. And it is much easier to 
catch culpritsand punish them while 
the rules and instructions arc in force.

While today even the zeal to in-

anygood intentions, if any, in estab­
lishing some of them.

Thus, instead of funding and 
strengthening the ministry of agri­
culture the government created the 
directorates of employment (NDE) 
and that of food, roads and rural 
infrastructure (DFRRI) with extra- 
ministerial bureaucracies to dosome 
aspects of the ministry's work. In­
stead of the ministry of information 
the government created an agency 
for mass mobilisation (MAMSER) 
Collosa amounts went down the 
drain. We shut our eyes to the reality 
of what was happening and we 
began believing our own lies. Creat­
ing a bureaucracy became the solu­
tion; and it was elevated to high art 
by including all of them m the con­
stitution.

But even before these we re­
moved from the constitution by the 
impending Constitutional Confer­
ence it is necessary to recreate a new 
civil service and engender a new 
ethos for public service. Whether or 
not we agree the Civil Service Re­
form of 1988 ended the role of the 
civil service as custodian of proce­
dure and enforces of accountability. 
It replaced the permanent secretary 
with the permanent secret — a po­
litical appointee often untried, un­
tested and untutored who is given 
enormous powers, grave responsi­
bilities and very little check — and 
one will never know what heisdoing.

sist on honesty or excellence is no 
longer there, it is precisely because 
the unified service has been killed 
that no one feels responsible for 
anything that happens. The child 
and the washman were thrown out 
with the bathwater -along with the 
bath tub.

What the pre-1988 service needed 
was a little shake up, and not a death 
blow. As things stand today, in the 
name of professionalising the serv­
ice, the profession itself was lost. It 
must be resurrected.

When this is done the govern­
ment will find the Code of Conduct 
Bureau very useful and the Code of 
Conduct Tribunal indispensable for 
the future. This is why the current 
probes being mounted to investi­
gate some national institutions are 
important—and mustcontinue. But 
we should be clear what we are 
looking for. Already they are look­
ing like investigations ^investiga­
tion's sake because of this lack of 
proper focus. The a ttempt to cleanse 
the system must go on. The threat of 
punishment possesses surprising ef­
fectiveness in making people hon­
est.

Few people remember God in 
what they do officially but many 
will not easily forget punishment 
imposed in this world under their 
very eyes. Therefore the Code of 
Conduct must be enforced until it 
changes people's attitude and ap­
proach to public trust. 1

TTTT V bile some matters are 
\\/\\/ iust arising, it appears 
\j some have already 

arisen. And even if General Sani 
Abacha is able to properly probe the 
past; or, if not, and this seems more 
likely, he is able only to curb corrup­
tion, from today and not since yes­
terday, more matters will still arise. 
Those arising must of course be 
addressed, while those matters that 
have arisen must be redressed, if 
only to avoid chaos and possible 
asphyxiation of the system.

No doubt sanity will return the 
moment it becomes clear that there 
isgcnuinc determination toconquer 
corruption. But the conquest — 
whether of past or future corruption 
— does not by itself prove anything; 
and is no guarantee that henceforth 
things will automatically bo in order 
or go well.

Even where things want to go 
well a myriad of obstacles stand in 
the way. The rare individual who 
wishes to play by the rules quickly 
discovers that he is an odd one out; 
he will fail to get teammates, a refe­
ree or even enthusiastic spectators 
Because the environment is corrup­
tion-friendly.

In addition, the restraining influ­
ence of the time-tested regulations 
and procedure of public service arc 
gone — perhaps for good. No one 
checks you — indeed, no one wishes 
tocheck you. To make mat tors worse, 
Citizen, January 31,1994
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Beko: a dictator?

sultation and discourse: how his 
effort in this regard hail met with 

; little success and how to his eha
grin, his leader had collaborated 
with coupists to abort the nation's

secretarv fn^an assistant national 
J°urnalist° mi Nigerian Union of 
startled ai Wh° revealed to a 
human ri ,Ienco that several of the 
leaders «k tS and Pro-democracy 
^itsvvirk »kr° similar dictatorial 
have beP ^military dictators that 
recent m0 u ^ject of attack in 
experien<^nths’ 53613 sP°ke of his 
had to ir w,thil> the CD, how he 
to the do SlSt ^at leader submit 

mocra tic principles of con-

Bagu: tivrsc th-m military 

(ion. Rather their antagonists were 
accused of an insufficient under­
standing of tactics and strategies of 
political struggles. The position was I 
pushed that times come in the his-

-.acy rank and file of human 
p n®_- UPS ls forcing them to 

——^structures
"^herespcn^

ms 
Pro-dei 

derm

w»h r and “uus
s-C-F> tt> discuss en,ocracy
-^-epro-em;^r,ant- 
";r -■ A=--ca. At the co-,f^°CTatlsa‘

^<y»CCDESTRA ^moc- 
her las: v ear at V; ?ld*Dccem- 
of intern atonal

~ c ---der sc^tfev^ 
that emerged was tra- —t- 
racy Seaders were threms^-^ 
mg agitation for demoeatisa^ 
their structures at a titre the grou^ 
were vanguarding agitations fS » 
end to notary rale In fect, fte ( 
wnhm the leadership of Campaign 
OT-Democracy, CD. ar. umbrella'bodv 
of pro-democracv groups, first be­
came evident at the conference. AU ' 
the warlords were there. Leading the 
protagonists of the detr.ocratisation

__the-'defence” 
frO“'-I.efutalofthe 
^"^^moaafisa:

n»''r_aIu:^ f ii v- .dersi'iP' then 
tiesO^.is th* ieOfl^C -setter un- 
he sa,dthe’”a^st 
aSCfader6^rUd&esofde- 
itS tandi^f°the P^tailureof the

ir'°C2iaCvar'.t.no:1 rC\ discredit to

- ;^Ches-P’-ess?I?,chcs
:-'Cse'whUldbe
ck ir. tr„^Os°°k

cr nve A cycs°f
t^cer.- .^cirs.Or

Physicians
Irriehtlnsasitatio’^

ngnts and r—~ -
-niocrac- 
‘WWauS’

Various
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Ezeazu: we need change

Citizen, January 31,1994
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tures of the organisation before 
decisions were taken by the chair­
man. Examples of this included the 
manner in which the CD entered the 
controversy over June 12 and prose­
cuted the struggle for its de-annul- 
ment. He thought the approach was 
not organisational enough. There 
was also the controversy over Beko's 
involvement with General Sani 
Abacha which was felt was at cross­
purpose with the programme of CD 
that abhors and condemns military 
rule. Thirdly, it was felt that the 
chairman was not rendering proper 
accoun ts of the group, a thing s^id to 
be contrary to the campaign's posi­
tion on accountability. All these 
would have been avoided, Bagu,

Ives

lip

submitted, if the appropriate struc­
tures of the organisation had been 
allowed to work.

On paper, CD has three organs 
through which its activities are or­
ganised. The supreme organ is the 
National General Meeting, NGM, 
made up of delegates from state 
branches of CD and all members of 
the participating organisations/ 
groups in CD. It meets once a year to 
elect its officers and formulate pol­
icy guidelines for the campaign. Its 
decisions are binding on all its 
members. Policies and programmes 
formulated by this meeting are 
implemented through the National 
Implementation Committee, NIC, 
consisting of national officers of the 
CD. The national officers include 
the chairman, deputy chairman, six 
zonal chairmen, general secretary 
and deputy general secretary. Oth­
ers are a full time administrative 
secretary, treasurer, internal audi­
tor and three ex-officio members. 
The activities of the NIC were to be 
reviewed every three months by the 
National Coordinating Council, 
NCC, comprising the NIC, leaders 
or representatives of all composite 
organisations/groups and chairmen

COVER STORY
tory of every political struggle when 
strict adherence to time honoured 
principles are abandoned for expe­
diency. This doctrine of expediency 
they explained, was responsible for 
what now appears to the other side 
as a "resistance to internal democra- 
tisation." But the protagonists per­
sisted in their accusations alleging 
further that the leadership's dictato­
rial tendencieshaveactually affected 
the expansion of the struggle be­
yond traditional centresof agitation. 
To this, an angry Femi Falana, presi­
dent of the National Association of 
Democratic Lawyers, NADL, re­
plied: "Those who are saying that 
the CD is not democratic and na­
tional1 enough should go and form Dl____

Aka-Bashorun: dined with the 
"devil"

of state branches of CD. The NCC in 
addition to its coordinating role has 
responsibility on all matters of fund­
ing for the CD and for convening the 
annual national general meeting. It 
is clear that in terms of conception 
the CD was to be a democratic or­
ganisation. But from the complaint 
emerging from key officers, these 
structures appear to have broken 
down allowing the chairman to 
dominate not only the NIC but also 
the NCC. How did this happen?

their own organisation in their vil­
lages and towns." The conference 
did not degenerate intochair throw­
ing and the advocates of democrati- 
sation won the day when it was 
agreed that "vanguards" of democ­
racy must abide by its principles and 
practices.

The conclusion of the elite gath­
ering could not have been better 
crafted for the facts on the ground 
showed that human rights and pro­
democracy groups were under 
pressure from their rank and file to 
reorganise their structures along 
democratic lines. Weeks before the 
conference, a leadership crisis which 
was to blow open early in the new 
year was brewing. The crisis which 
pitched most of the officers of the 
campaign against its chairman, Dr. 
Beko Ransome-Kuti was over the 
breakdown of the structures of the 
organisation. Chom Bagu, its vice 
chairman who had on his side, 
ChimaUbani, national secretary and 
Gloria Kilanko, national treasurer, 
complained thatthechairman'slead- 
ership style was becoming unbeara­
bly dictatorial and unaccountable. 
Proper references, he said were not 
being made to appropriate struc-
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Jega: a likely successor? 
secretariat was mooted in which 
committed members of the compos­

then, while many thought these facilities were being 
given free of charge, Dr. Beko was however deducting I

controls CDs money.
Is there no constitution to guide him?
Yes, there was no written constitution to direct the 

conduct of CD activities and its executive. And the 
reason was that CD was founded on mutual under­
standing and the expectation that all officers and mem­
bers would act in good faith along the principles set out 
for CD. We did not expect that an officer would betray 
the democratic struggle.

could maintain his grip on the top hierarchy. And in­
stead, he has also resorted to hand-picking people who 
are privy to his game plan to attend executive meetings. 
His calculation was that if the branches are prevented he 
could then neutralise oppositions from within the top 
executive members. The NGM comes up in Ibadan on 
February 12. But I don't pray that we would be faced 
with the kind of stalemate that thwarted the Port Har­
court NBA conference.

Finance
I don't think any officer except Dr. Beko knows how 

much CD has in its account. So, he is the one in-charge, 
both as financial secretary and treasurer. We are sup-

jthen the secretariat 
the idea of ar> x 
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radical of the left. Ubani was a stu­
dent activist at the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka where he was the 
students union secretary-general in 
the strong years of Babangida 
onslaught on radical opposition. 
Beko's deputy, Bagu, is also of tn 
same persuasion and background 
with Ubani, a student activist and 

leftist. .
it was clear from day one, that in 

matters of implementation and 
strategies requiring deep ideol 8 
cal thoughts and steadfast a 
ence to principles there wou 
divergence of opinion within 
leadership and it would require 
experienceand maturity of t e 
man to veather the storm.The pr 
ent crisis, has shown very clear y 
that this is lacking. Secondly, g> 
the composition of the struc u iX^E^agovere

to any form of military dictatorship regar 

democratic sloganeering. .,bctrayalof democranc
Dr.Bekobegantoman.festh1sbcWJber c he 

struggle when, following titude to them Y
opted for a kind of wait and wasapp0111 e“ 1 . 
regime. More so, when Onag support
rice minister, he'began to conference.
his friend and the proposed c difference bet
Thus, he failed to realiset theg whi CDs <
the principled democratic obec hipWith then 
for and the selfish interest in his 
attorney-general. is that we don posed tohavcabankaccountbutllcarntCDsmoneyis

In fact, our point of depar CDmemberbeing put in two other bank accounts. In fact, a lot of 
port a government simply ^pnagoruwa is not p, expenditures arc carried out without the knowledge of 
government. And besides, Dr. b. He becam thc executive. For instance, it is a fact that Dr. Boko owns
senting the CD in the military r b secrctary-ge duplex which CD uses as its secretariat. He provided
toCDsimplybyvirtueofhis ei atjon,iv[N > seven other secretariat facilities in the building. But
oftheMovemcntforNationa „,ortcd to
is an affiliate of CD. hcn Dr- Bek0Jr,«'d to his a -

Matters became worse w were oppow_ t0 house rent at will and at any rate he wishes because he
undue intimidation of thosei positionoWs CDsmormv
dangerous drift from the P \Ve had things
the side of military dic«torshrp^ iron ouM^ 
long in honest believe „ interna sbetray- I

as»^gs5S<*-,Dr-
vationsmadebyChom ag branches
Beko arc factual. refused thes that heFor instance, Dr. Beko has re^^etmg *  
the right to attend the CD

t- Falanaigoluyuui uIIuals 

outside Lagos, thebaseof thc secre- 

tariat.Tos^' 
thcreforc'
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oxplains why, as Ezeazu puts it, b< 
stampeded CD into unorganisa' 
bonal intervention in the June 
CT»sis and committed the organisa- 
bon into the unprincipled compl’^' 
by in the General Abacha's coup

The ideological limitation o 
Beko's group would appear respon­
sible for its unrestrained contribu­
tion on the national conference de­
bate, its financial dealings with some 
heavyweight politicians and re­
sponse to the Abacha regime's pol' 
icy fumblings. Ezeazu complained 
last week that Beko was shifting the 
original focus of CD's position on 
the national conference from a dis­
cussion of all national problems 

1 within the context of one Nigeria to 
1 a secessionist agenda. For Bagu, the 

unwillingness of Beko to confront 
this regime over wide ranging is­
sues like the national conference, 
demolition of democratic structures 
and glaring policy inconsistencies 
showed very clearly that the chair­
man has lost focus and as Ezeazu 
added, "may actually no longer be 
acting out the CD agenda."

But equally serious is the alleged 
unprincipled financial transactions 
with some politicians. In the wee 
hours of the political crisis, some 
politicians were said to have do­
nated huge sums to CD. They in­
clude a former defunct Social 

2 r^ans B'emocralic Party power broker, who
7.---- - - :

Assxt.ir.cn
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are insisting on the affiliates holding 
pre-conference delegate conferences 
to elect their delegates, Beko's group 
is said to be opposed to this.

Citizen, however, gathered that 
the race for the chairmanship is on. 
On the shortlist of the young radi­
cals are Alao Aka-Bashorun, fa­
voured because of his political savvy, 
experience and clout. Aka-Basho­
run is however, said to be still bitter 
over his 1992 Jos experience. Also 
being considered are Attahiru Jega, 
a political science lecturer and 
immediate past president of the 
Academic Staff Union of Nigerian 
Universities, ASUU; Omotoye Olo- 
rode, a professor of botanical sci­
ences at the Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife; and Frederick 
Fashcun, a former presidential can­
didate of SDP. For the young radi­
cals, whichever of them emerges will 
suit their fancy since all of them 
harbour tested leftist credentials.

The crisis in CD reopened public 
concern over the activities and inter­
nal workings of its composite groups. 
The main groups in CD include the 
Civil Liberties Organisation, CLO; 
Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights, CDHR; National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers, 
NADL; Movement for National 
Reformation, MNR; Community 
Action for Popular Participation, 
CAPP; Constitutional Rights Project 
and Universal Defenders of Democ­
racy, UDD. All except CAPP which 
is based in Abuja, are based in Lagos 
but claim to have branches all over 
the federation. While CLO claims to 
have 18branches nationwide,CDHR 
lays claim to 13 branches. Clement 
Nwankwo of CRP confesses to his 
organisation being practically La­
gos based but claims to have associ­
ate members outside Lagos. Not a 
few people want to dismiss the na­
tional spread claim of the human 
rights groups as a figment of their 
imagination. Ebenezer Obeya, a 
Kaduna based lawyer contended last 
week that while the goals and con­
ception of the groups might have 
been national, they ha ve been largely 
micro and sectional in the discharge 
of their activities charging that their

impact have been felt only a little 
outside Lagos particularly in the 
north. For Ahmed Rufai Adamu, an 
Abuja based lawyer, human rights 
agitatorslack the moral basis to pose 
for democracy because their struc­
tures and operations are largely at 
variance with the principles of de­
mocracy.

A veteran politician, AlhajiTanko 
Yakasai, said in a recent interview 
that he was once a member of the 
Beko group, but his problem is that 
their activities are restricted to cer­
tain areas. He said "If you are sin­
cere with this human rights thing 
you do it in such a way that if the 
fisherman in Argungu or the Ogoni 
is being cheated, you intervene. Our 
situation is that noise is only made 
when a Yoruba man is involved; the 
whole of these organisations are 
based in Lagos."

He remarked that one can't stay 
in Lagos and claim that he's work­
ing for Nigeria with a couple of 
friends, "I was right there when the 
first human rights group was formed 
with Alao Aka-Bashorun. I was one 
of the people who sued the federal 
government when it aborted our 
scheduled national conference in 
Lagos. Our group included Adamu 
Ciroma, Abubakar Rimi and 
Balarabe Musa. Infact, our own 
group started from the north. I 
nominated Aka-Bashorun, Bekoand

I ■ bk. —At____ _
Olagunju: going our way

Baba Omojola." i
Alhaji Tanko said people like 

Beko betrayed their trust by turning I 
a campaign for civil and human rightsandfrcedomintoatribalfight. I

Like CD, most of the human 
rights groups are conceived with 
clearly laid down democratic struc­
tures. Generally, they have board of 
governors that formulate policies, 
management or secretariat that 
implement these policies and a gen­
eral meeting made up of their 
members that is supposed to be the I 
supreme policy formulating and I 
decision making organ. What Citi- I 
zen's investigations revealed every­
where is that these structures hardly 
work and where they do, it’s in fits 

and starts.The CLO, easily the largest of I 
these groups provides a good ex- I 
ample of the internal agitation for I 
thedemocratisationofthestructures I 
of these groups. Formed in 1987 by I 
Olisa Agbakoba and Clement I 
Nwankwoand Mike Ozekhome all I 
lawyers, it had other non-lawyer professionals like Abdul Oroh, I 
Richard Akinnola,and Amma Ogan I 
all journalists. It was conceived as a 
mass based organisation that will be 
non-political, non-governmental 
and voluntary. It was to monitor 
and promote the protection of 
human rights in Nigeria. It has had 
a board of governors made up of its j

■ 4 i 
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ciplc was introduced into the ap­
pointment of the officers of the or­
ganisation at its 1992 general meet­
ing, many branches still complain of 
neglect and lack of consultation by 
the national secretariat. Said Ladi 
Alabi, chairman of the Kaduna 
branch of CLO, "The branch is not 
really kept informed about what is 
going on at the national headquar­
ters. We have had to fend for our- 

, selves," noting that although as a 
' board member she was supposed to 

attend board meetings and annual 
general meetings, she could not 
remember any of such meetings

Fashem*.,- 
holding in recent nici 
ing of neglect hasnia, 
bers of the branch to> I 
fp-oups ^lRK'''llt's Watch under the I 
icadcrshipot F-tusOkovcc^ile 
chairman of the branch. The second 
which is on the drawing board, ts

;u-..n:v for Peoples Rights being j 
I bv fide Olagunju, erstwhile di- I

* t legal services of the branch.
As with other similar organisa- I 

I tions, there arc also grumblings I 
I about financial unaccountability. I 
i Citizen learnt for instance tbr-t a I 
’ leader of CLO not long ago moved 
I house from the medium density I 

Surulerc to the posh Ikoyi appar-I ently on the account of the CLO. / 
; Abdul Oroh, executive director I 

of CLO, however,explained recently ' 
j that the organisation has since 1992 

been evolving democratic process
I of selecting its leaders. Agbakoba, 
' the present president's term he said, 
I would end in 1995 having been 
I reelected in 1992. To buttress hij 
I claim that the group is rooted ir 

democratic practices, he sited th 
cases of Amma Ogan, Lewis 01 
. nd May Ellen-Ezckicl-Damiji 
' %hos.c lenure the board ofgovc ors apsed bccausc t[) 8
" contest.-3Vcarcdcnlo^“l

I th‘ core, there ls no dictators!,

founders • its goals, it had 
to expano it- iom>--rship and erect 
a bureaut • to manage its affairs. 
With the enlargement of its mem- 
bership, a secretariat emerged with 

I a full compliments of staff, ft fol- 
I lowedthat thesccretariathad tohave 
1 dear functions separate from the 
I board. In the fullness of time, it be- 
1 came compelling for the board to 
I devolve some of its powers and 
I functions to the secretariat. Secre- 
I lariat staff discovered that the board 
I was unwilling to do this. Eventually 
I however, increased agitation from 
I the secretariat forced the board tolet 
I go some of its functions. Mcmbcr- 
I ship expansion also led to creation 
I of stale branches. This meant that 
I thebranchcsltxiwouldchipoffsome 
I of the powers of the board and the 
I secretariat. As was in the case of the 
I board, so was it in the secretariat 
I The latter too was aversed to rclin- 
I quishingsomeof its powers Mean- 
I while, the constitution of theorgam- 
I salionhad to reflect the new realities 
I providing for a board that will in- 
I corporatestatcbranchchairmcnand 
I representatives of the secretariat. A 
I triangular tussle for power among 
I the board, secretariat and branches 
I blew open in 1992 when the national . I secretary, Emma Ezeazu had to re- 
I sign in protest against what he called 
I resistance of the board to greater 
| democratisation of the CLO struc- 
I tures. Although the elective pnn-
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On aUll issues, mi® < 
For an hour or so, our man Moyo Akoshile I 

sought the views of the CD chairman on 
issues ranging from accountability, for­
eign aid and anti-democratic traits, but 

met a stone wall. Excerpts
^^zen: Recently, your style of leadership of CD 

/ * came undercriticism fromwithinforwhat Chom
Bagu called your dictatorial tendencies. Is this

Iallegation correct? RansomeKuti: (Long pause) No comment. 
Citizen: No doctor, this is a serious allegation.

RansomeKuti: To you.I Citizen; / mean to the public who have been watching 
| the activities of CD. Many people would readily credit 

the CD for the termination of General Babangida s 
regime. But don't you think your attitude to this allega­
tion could cast serious doubt on the pro-democracy 
credential of CD, and moreso, its recent demand that 
public officers should declare their assets publicly- 
RansomeKuti: (Longpause) I am ready to makeapu 
declaration of my assets. But on this matter of Chom 

flBagu's views, no comment. . . . ?Citizen: Do you mean Chom Bagu's allegation tsjai 

RansomeKuti: No comment. ~ -eCitizen: Is it true that after you were relensed front 
prison in September last year, you pushed otheir 
officers for the recognition of Chief Shonekan’s Inf 

National Government? .. ssRansomeKuti: (Long pause) I am not going to “1S 

Chom Bagu with you. heCitizen: This is outside Bagu's allegation. Ofcour , 

did not mention anything to that effect.
RansomeKuti: So, you are speculating. taiively 
Citizen: I am not speculating. I was author! 
informed but I want to hear your explanation J 

know you will have your reason for it.
RansomeKuti: No comment. November
Citizen: Before the change of government on N 
17,1 learnt you had entered into negotiations 
military on June 12. What objectives did you • 
achieve with that dialogue? ,ehs)-No
RansomeKuti: You are rubbing your chin (laug 

comment.Citizen: But other officers of CD must havefel1 

that you did not consult with them.RansomeKuti: Some members of CD may

that I am even talking to you.Citizen: They should not. ,he answer
I RansomeKuti: Okay thank God for that. So, tn 
i to your question is no comment. ..-nnsofnou'?
| Citizen:What is the financial position of CD

needs all financial and material help 
RansomeKu^- fcci (hcy can do sorncthing
that mwT verv welcomed.
w°uia oc a ,s tJ(e stflt£,„,cnt Of account like?
CitiZC"meKutt: What is the statement of account of Citi­

zen like? jn a position to know. But any of the 
Ci,'Zor editors would know. I am not an editor but you 

arc the ch‘'ir". von go and get that of Citizen for me. 
RanS“mU0«ld.f.ttere necessary.

Citizen- Kuti: After you have got it. lam telling you we 
Ransome Buttodisclosethat,youmaynowsaysomc I 
need rn^;op1L, nlay be upset for disclosing that they are I 

poor to J o u ttccci money a,yOU want people to I 
Cit'Ze"thisewith you, would it not be justifiable... 
sympo cKuli; (Cuts in) But 1 have told you that CD has 1 
Ransom want assistance. Any assistance would I
f°^Xv welcomed.
be\c ’ yow fttr is it true that CD has a balance of 

Naira in its account as at October last year?
‘,1’ nmeKuti: No comment.

I R’. .-phc building being used by CD as its national
I Citiz^”'t .$ gwned by you just as virtually every 

secrcta ,acjijtjes are provided by you. Does it mean 
secre^r„eorovided these things free of charge?
y°U «omeKuli: No comn,ent

I ^.^^n Doesitmeanyoudon'tevencollectrenton the | 

I bu'^‘"^ejcub: All these are internal matters.
RansoinBut fiiey are subject of public interest. CD is a 

I Ci“ze"' hu,„anrightsgroupthathasdonewellintrying
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ge: nmds from similar organi* 
sanons and foundations. The issue, 
nowex*cr, appears to be the extent oi 
foreign funding and why in spite of 
these groups claim to large member 
ship a large chunk of their fund'* 
'-*omes from abroad. For instance last 
year, three human rights groups and 
the Nigerian I .about Congress got a 
total o!5(\(X)0dollat st nun the I Jnited 
Stati'sgovernment Thisisaside 11 om 
tunds given them bv other non 
governmental organisations m the 
t$ and Europe. Ehe beneficiaries 
according to Kay Webb Mayfield 
tne press officer at the United State* 
imermation Service inclv.de CKE- 
-4 AV dollars to organis<' an inter 
ractive human rights legal training 
seminar? Legal Research and Ke 
source Development Centre 
kL-RRIX*' * “ ??? dollars to prox ide 
.egal assistance to market women' 
and CLO10 AM dollars to rex iseand 
reprint Behind the Wall, a Ns'k 
documenting Nigerian prison con 
dirions. TheNl C also got 5 AM dol 
Ic.rs to provide materials on xvotk 
crs rights for the Nl C libra: x-

The worry. according toa sour o' 
is rot about open declaration ot 
accounts or donations trom foreign 
sources; it is about secret donations 
these foreign sources make m oi det 
to pursue one interest or another

Citizen, lanuarv 31, }99i
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most e . g . . p$ have always 
claimed that they render full ac­
counts to their sponsors. manyNi- 
ge; iansa:v >: ill soopneal of disclaim. 
How can the doubting Thcanases 
haxe their do;:b.*s cleared? .\fay be 
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Arewa House

Ahmadu Bello

A Worthy hero
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/
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commemorates the late premier with an 
exciting lecture

who lived for people, worked self­
lessly for the people and died with­
out leaving behind any wealth or 
mansions for his immediate family. 
How many of our leaders can boast 
of these qualities today?" he asked.

Nevertheless, General Diya, 
contendedthatNigeriaisnotadiffi- 
cult country to govern at all, but ol 
that the citizens want is transparen 
honesty equitable justice and sincer-

ter fighting 30 months of persistent 
bittcr8civil war to keep the country 
unted,thcconceptofN.Serianunity 
continues to excite intercs and 
heateddebatc-butadvisedthat we 
Xldnoide^rJ^aus^n^-

Ciroma: rethink federal system 

building is a process that takes time 
to yield positive results. He also 

advised that Ni­
gerians must 
ponder and re­
flect on why the 
nation failed.

According to 
him, the convinc­
ing answer to our 
persistent pre­
dicament is still 
hanging, "Why 
can't we build on 
the achievements 
ofourpioneersas 
the Nigeria of the 
50s and 60s was 
better governed, 
united and 
peaceful than the 
Nigeria of the 
90s," adding "I re- 

, fused to be con-

19

“FT" t was to be the first of a scries of 
ra annual lectures to be organised 

J L by Arewa House in memory of 
i the late Premier of the North, Sir Ah- 
j madu Bello Sardaunan Sokoto. Lt. 
i General Oladipo Diya, the chief of 
j general staff, was the special guest 
; at the occasion. Malam Liman 
I Ciroma, Ciroman Fika and former 
■ secretary to the federal military 
| government, was the guest speaker. 
I Also present at the State House, 
| Kawo, Kaduna, venue of the lecture 

that Saturday, January 25, wore for­
mer ministers and legislators of the 

I defunct Northern Region and the 
i federal government as well as emirs 
[ and chiefs.

The chief of general Staff, Lt. 
i General Oladipo O. Diya said at the 
: occasion that the late Sardauna pos- 
i sessed outstanding qualities which 
I earned him interminable respect by 

his admirers and opponents alike, 
j Such qualities like hardwork, ac- 
I countability, honesty, devotion to 

duty, selfless service to his people, 
| religious tolerance, foresight and 
| vision endeared the great leader to 

his people. "He was a leader who 
served his nation with all sincerity 

! of purpose, with all his strength and 
I committed sense of mission. A hero

Diya, extreme left, Ahmed Talib and Col. Isa at the mo 

..

j
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Zayyad traced 
the basis of state 

control of the econ­
omy to the need to 

check foreign 
domination of the ) 
Nigerian economy I

January 31^ 1994

vinced that we

aansand leaders Wss'-e pohH

operative Of „ ? leclure on ti"

t0 «think our fL^d, Wo h f°r 

a“d7ocaf|rEeSPOnsib^Sarthni' "Th° 
berecreat<^°^rn,ne''t levels ha*"0

Jor individual and 
ari alsostrictaccounta- 

—‘ restored at every lev-

Pointed out that Nigeria
Inc the distribution-of 

ton, j‘1s and resources J^^fe-ent tiers of gov-

NIGERIA
be TS^^^^^^lsrSults ‘n tbe disloahon
®n»nunitleadnJOr individual and '*I,e‘ejr lives and damage to that 
b,litymusth dasostrittaccounta' ° Ivonritenri need to be adequately; 
els." e restored at every lev- enVir sated; hence that prindple.

He also n,. C°Tnhil<’s<’Phy °l derivatio” musl 1
Wust re-exa^'nted out that Nigeria and P he asserted.
P°Wer, funT.‘nt? thehistriburion-of bc ?Je further pointed out that "not' 
available to th *jnS and resources e part of tbe “Unity ispro-!
ernment'addin ’^erenttiersofgov- tbarive pushful, imaginative and 
tfplefor this „ Stbataguidingprin- duC 'jveand theotherisnoneof 1 
each tier of rm..!™50 should be that Prog , jdlC/ nOr that one part of 
?oso functions a^m0ntbeallo'Ved ‘^country depends on another for! 
tbat it is best sui^ responsibilities 'b vthing and 8ives nothing in 
, ,On tbG econ?1.'0 PGrf°rm. but the truth of the matter
,VG11 being of"h"’1Cand political re"'we must all agree with and at
h'man stressed thL"3"?' Ma,am Z^me time grasp is the fact that 
bnuetoopcrat„ b tWehavetocon- M,,ntrV is integrated in more 
°nnula that b ] r5^cnue allocation I the co economic and political 

and need b°lh deriva- tha" ‘ but intricately bound to- 
doubt that u,„ ‘here can be no 1 Cf’nscs‘ 
duce wealth 50 'vbo directly pro- 
forritory wealtt,11 tb°se on whose 
--^^J^^'dd-ospecially 

sary to exa? —--------- ------------
^nomy^^^bupact on the 
tent of effort dotennine the ex- 
cai,Cd ‘o achin '----------/ “
such an exerri? dGsirGd goal. I 
/‘do policy makohe fclt' wiI! pr°- 
base to fashion _ ? a uscful data 
Gc°nomic dovn^ a rnore adequate 
Policies. dOVcIoPment oriented

°n ‘hem folto”?? and discussion 
oflookingback? b>s8cneraltheme 
Jrategies fOr , . ds to fashion out I 
r?IS_2ayyad, futuro' Dr. 
* ’ of the I ;

nndc
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—.2LjCOnoniy
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ohairman,whotoldar'b company
/ Of dlstl'nguished econPaa'ycroivd / 

businessmen preso°?misfs and
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economic and political 

for many more obvious rea- ’ 

By Yabagi Kolo i 

defunct Technical Committee for 
scfforK ........ ..erneex- i PrivatisationandCommerdalisah-on
ark- Venoss and why it (TCPOzS^t postage in hiscontribu- 
ol 0V0 thG desired tions on the impact of deregulation 

of the banking system on the econ­
omy. He traced the basis of state I 
control of the economy to the need | 
to check foreign domination of the 
Nigerian economy. He said govern­
ment's participation in the banking 
sector was to enable it regulate the 
country's fiscal policies.

Deregulation, he said, became 
imperative when it seemed that

.—■on out a, 
lc develoj
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ing more jobs with the establish­
ment of more banks, finance houses 
and mortgage institutions, the pro­
ductive sector witnessed a sharp 
decline. This could not but be under 
a regime of soaring cost of foreign 
exchange and high lending rates. 
Despite its fiscal growth, the banks'

I structural development was ham­
pered.

There were problems of poor 
quality staff in most banks, illiquid­
ity and undercapitalisation. Bank­
ing became the fastest and quickest 
way to fortune. Zayyad contended 
that this uneven growth between 
the service sector and the produc­
tive sector was unhealthy for the 
economy and was therefore a suffi­
cient reason for government's inter­
vention in order to stem the distor­
tions in the economy. Government, 
he advised, should thus protect 
depositors' funds, preserve confi­
dence in the banking system, pro­
vide assistance towards recovery of 
debt owed to banks, peg interest and 
exchange rates and punish fraudu­
lent bank directors and officials. 
Government itself is to maintain 
fiscal discipline as a way of promot­
ing healthy economic and social 
development.

If the banks boomed m the era of 
deregulation, how did the manufac­
turing sector perform? Ahmadu 
Rufa'i Mohammed, an engineer and 
former president of the Nigerian 
Association of Chambers of Com­
merce, Industries, Mines and Agri­
culture, NACCIMA, thinks their 
performance was poor. He high­
lighted the well known defeat of 
SAP goals, low capacity utilisation 
arising from high cost of foreign 
components, factory closures, and 
high unemployment rate.

The engineer's panacea for re- 1 
vamping the sector agrees largely 
with some of the measures already 
included in the 1994 budget. He asks <
government to stabilise the ex change 
rate, reduce inflation and lower the 1 
cost of production. These measures < 
are to be backed by the revamping of 
necessary support infrastructures 
like roads, railways, electricity and

government's participation and 
regulation was stifling private ini­
tiatives. To redress this anomaly, he 
•ubmitted that government had to 
introduce in 1986, the policy of de­
regulation as part of a general eco­
nomic package — the Structural 

1 Adjustment Programme, SAP.

21
water supply. He further advocates j 
the merger of weak manufacturing | 
companies with stronger ones. ■

One factor that affected the per- * 
formance of the manufacturing sec- . 
tor was the poor performance of the 1 
development finance institutions 1 
under the policy of deregulation. I 
This said, Alhaji S.Y Kasimu, man- j 
aging director of Nigerian Indus- ' 
trial Development Bank, NIDB, was j 
caused by the undermining of the , 

| capital base of the institutions by 
government's refusal to intervene | 
on their behalf even in the face of ! 
obvious unequal competition for | 
funds. Thus, the institutions set up . 
to finance economic development I 
became incapable of performing I 
their role. To reverse this trend, he 
canvassed the view thatgovemment , 
intervention and complete restruc- | 
luring of the institutions to ensure ' 
less dependence on foreign sources j 
of funds has become necessary. ,

Zayyad: wants govt. intervention
TTt was not all hard-knocks for 
■ deregulation even as there were 

J^Lopen admissions that its imple­
mentation has been short on deliv­
ery of its intended goals. For the 
military administrator of Kaduna 
State, Colonel Lawai Ja'afaru Isa, it 
was an opportunity to call on Nige- 1 
rians to generate new ideas and j 
goodwill that would bring solutions 
to Nigeria's problems. He reiterated 
federal government's commitment 
to fostering and maintaining the con- , 
ducive atmosphere necessary for • 
growth and development, assuring 
of government determination to j 
maintain peace and stability in the j 
country. Colonel Isa appealed for 
critical but constructive approaches 
to national issues as no meaningful J 
development can take place in a , 
chaotic environment. He spoke of | 
his administration's aspiration on • 
development of the state saying he j 
would provide basic infrastructures 
that will attract domestic and for- , 
eign investors into the state.

By Bolaji Adcbiyi j 
with reports by Shoyebi ;

Abayomi ;

Isa: we want constructive criticisms

I Dr Zayyad, recapped SAP's goal: 
I search for greater economic effi- 
1 ciency and bettor resource alloca- 
j tion through loss government's in­

tervention." His assessment of the 
I policy was that while it created a 

conducive atmosphere which made 
, service sector highly effective, creat-

Citizen, January 31,1994
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reign invectives and abuse on Icad-

i Ors of northern origin, which are 1 
easily lapped up by their Lagos-

I y*adan press axis Masquerading as I
I human rights crusaders" these cle* j 

nients pursue a dearly sectional
I agenda: Rabid Yoruba irrendism- 
i 1 hese elements do not have even a 
1 hold on the masses of their own 

people Manv reasonable Nigerians
I dismiss them ~ • 

. 1950s 
formed the 

. and later 
, the June

Since theAwolowo formed the Egbe Cmo 
Oduduwa and later the Action 
Group, to the June 12 elections, 

wiuvk 10 v.,v | Voruba politicians, intellectuals
Nigeria . > rulin£bv force," "ethnic journalists regard the leadership of
^esSlv ! ^trednjnonSlhc^hzens"ctc.Asat j Nigeria as a matter of rotational 

s ate- e time of writing this piece, no ethnic birth right. They feel unful- 
vounter-ieaction camo from those [ filled despite their control of the 
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Abubakar Jika writes bom FOM­
INA, P.M.B. 3527, Kano

to his presidential ambitions. He 
also appears to forget the votes of 
the Fulani cattle rearer in Yola, and 
the Hausa traders in Kano. Indeed, 
he appears to have forgotten Ma- 
lam Adamu Ciroma, Umaru Sh- 
inkafi, Rimi, and Yar'adua's calls 
that the results be released. The 
purpose of this lengthy recall is to 
prove that the north is not afraid of 
losing political power.

The north is also not afraid of 
any conference or debate. It is true 
wo prefer Nigeria to remain one for 
obvious advantage to everyone. Wo 
also believe that as developed na­
tions come together, we stand a 
better chance if we remain together 
as one country. But it should not be 
seen that, we arc parasites, who arc 
hanging on the rest of Nigeria and 
who offered nothing but bad lead­
ership. History and contemporary 
reality do not support this assump­
tion.

Historically since thcamalgama- 
tion of Nigeria in 1914 to the timeoil 
was exported in commercial quan­
tities after the civil war in 1970, the 
north virtually sustained the Nige­
rian federation through export of 
groundnut,cotton,grains, hidcsand 
skins etc. Contemporary Nigeria 
also relics almost exclusively on the 
north for its food needs: 
grains,cereals, meat etc. It is true we 
do not have oil for now. It is also 
true that the south-west, the most 
vocal accusers of the north do not 
ha vc oi 1 a s wcl 1. In ad di tion, they do 
not feed the rest of Nigeria.

While we admire the Yorubas 
for dominating the economy, edu­
cation and finance, we are realistic 
that this domination took over 100 
years to be perfected through the 
federal government seat in Lagos. 
We do not envy them and call on 
others to insist on re-sharing what 
is obviously our collective heritage. 
Wcarc prepared to let things gradu­
ally evolve. In any case, the north 
has as much claim on the oil which 
comes from the east as the Yorubas. 
The ordinary northerner therefore 
gets baffled at his "Bakin Ciki" 
("Black Stomach") being exhibited

by our south-western brothers.
It must be stated that in the event 

govemmen t sanctions Onagoru wa's 
open agenda on the conference the 
eastern minorities do not have the 
same agenda as the Yorubas. And 
the oil comes from them. So if the 
"fight" is over the oil, we may all 
realise that the outcome of the fight 
may not favour the antagonist and 
agitators.

It must be made obvious that the 
north is not afraid of debating "eve­
rything under thesun", but is it in the 
in terest of Nigeria? When Gorbachev 
allowed "everything under the sun" 
to be debated in the Soviet Union, the 
result was disintegration. Some for­
mer pieces of Soviet Union such as 
Gcorgiaarcstill fighting ethnic wars. 
A similar situation was re-enacted in 
former Yugoslavia. "Ethnic cleans­
ing" in Bosnia still offers horror news 
to the worl d. Soma 1 ia a f ter Sa i d Ba rre 
is a closer example here in Africa. 
After the fall of Barre when Somali- 

| ans decided to discuss "everything 
underthesun" the result is still there 
which doesnot require elaborations. 
Before proceeding on northern per­
spective on this conference we rei ter­
ate that the Abacha regime should 
call Onagoru wa to order. Onagoru wa 
told the world that "discussing eve­
rything under the sun", was the price 
the Abacha regime agreed to pay in 
the deal to get him to join them. We 
are now saying that if that was true, 
this is too much a price to pay. Nige­
ria deserves a better deal.

We do not accept the Onagoru wa 
agenda. Ourparentsgaveusa united 
Nigeria with all its imperfections. 
We are committed to handing this 
down to our children. The choice 
before Abacha is therefore obvious. 
To cither please Onagoru wa, whose 
agenda is ethnic or stand by the side 
of Nigeria, for which he staked his 
life for the past 30 years. This is the 
prelude to the "mother" -if all confer­
ences.

economy, edu­
cation and fi­
nance unless 

their son is the-head of state. They 
view the Hausa-Fulani as the main 
stumbling block to this ambition.

The Yoruba political class and 
journalists, through their over­
whelming control of the media; fbel 
that the north is (i) afraid of losing 
political power, (ii) afraid of any 
conference that will discuss Nige­
ria's growing problemsand (iii) that 
the north has something to lose if it 
does not control political power. 
These assumptions  as we will shortly 
prove are false. First, the north is not 
afraid of losing ^political power 
During the First Republic, Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe was president and 
Sir Abubakai Tafawa Balewa prime 
minister. Baicwa's cabinet was po­
litically balanced. Obasanjo, a 
Yoruba was head of state for three 
years and the north supported him. 
If the north can support Obasanjo 
for three years, we cannot see what 
fear we will have if another Yoruba 
face takes over. June 12 is a proof 
that the north is not afraid of losing 
power It is sad and an irony that 
Abiola, who without northern sup­
port could not even have won party 
primaries, let alone the real elections 
which he is claiming to have won, 
should be quoted as having accused 
northern leaders of wanting to deny 
him the chance to lead. The annul­
ment of the June 12 election was a 
decision of the Babangida regime, 
just as the November 1992 annul­
ment of the party primaries. The | 
Yoruba press which consistently 
supported Babangida when he was 
seen as ruining northern chance to 
hold unto power, as they arc now 
supporting Abacha, quickly re­
versed their stand after June 23.

We the ordinary northerners 
cannot accept the responsibility of a 
regime simply because a northerner 
is heading it unless we are convinced 
that the actions of the regime fa­
vours us. Abiola appears to forget 
the support of General Shchu Musa 
Yar'adua, Mohammed Abubakar 
Rimi, Sola Saraki and Sole Lamido
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government is just talking tough 
while acting soft.

By Aluko Akinyclc j 
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Talking to
As more Nigeria^ 
ness, fears are raised 

Put harsh

1'

, Miu5uaiHtKcrsand their agents, and 
: will not tolerate the damage drug 1 
' trafficking and other anti-social ' 
behaviours have done to Nigeria's ' 
image." As if for the purpose of . 
emphasis the nation's leader added , 
that "government is determined to 
ensure stricter supervision and the 
enforcement of stiffer penalties on 
offenders and as such, no efforts will 
be spared to track down traffickers 
and their agents."

p
Akubuczc: a first catch?

TT n his maiden address to the 
B nation on Thursday, Novem- , J*L ber 18, head of state General 

; Sani Abacha, told Nigerians: "Drug 
| trafficking and other economic 

crimes such as "419" must be tack- 
• led and eliminated." The com- 1 mander-in-chief did not stop at that. 

; The issue again reared its head in the 
Monday November 10 budget 
speech. Said General Abacha. "Drug 
trafficking has become monumental | 
national embarrassment and a can- I 

: cerous malaise which is a great I | source of concern for this admini-

i." He added, "henceforth, 
ninnfwill’

a®ting soft?
c *ucrative but deadly busi-

f lncreasing consumptionI 1 C deadly drugs by Nigerians, 
I 0 n°nchalant manner in which 

teenagers hawk the "powder of 
death" with bicycles around Lagos 
island, the general's fears and con­
sequent. tough talks cannot but be 
said to be inadequate Added to the 
a ove is the opening of the rela- 
tively loose sea and air routes to 
Peddlers of the hard drugs.

Between January 1 and 17, nine­
teen arrests were made at the Mur- 

I ta^a Mohammed International Air- 
i port, Ikeja Lagos. A total of 12.886 
kilograms of the contraband was 

i scized in the process.
' Highly indicted

was a South I American airline described as the 
worst culprit in terms of bringing 
traffickers and their illicit wares into 
Nigeria. Eleven of the 19 suspects 
came on board the airline Also, an 
East African airline, and a North Af­
rican airline with seven and one sus­
pects respectively were indicted.

The above came on the heels of 
the celebrated arrest of one Mr. Joe 
Brown Akubueze described as a 
suspected drug baron. Sensational 
as the arrest was and as revealing as i 
it promised to be, the indication is I 
that those in the business are not 

 . deterred. The suspect last weekI source ot concern for this admini- i continued to buy time. Last Mon- j stration." He added, "henceforth, day. EmefoEtudo,leading fiveothcr
I govcrnmcntwilldealruthlcsslywith lawyers for Akubuczc, submitted 
I drug traffickersand their agents, and that the director of public prosecu- (
| will  •’ tion, Mrs. WonuFolami has no right ,

to prosecute the accused since she is I 
■ not a staff of the NDLEA as stipu- ! 
| lated by Act 253, laws of the fedcra- | 
I lion under which his client was j 

charged. The defence counsel also , . drugs or the
dwelt on the ambiguity of the word j the scourge 
"wrap" used to describe the drugs I 
and also the question of the original ;
weight of the substance However, ■ 

I in a dramatic move, Etudo told thej|

n'adothcrS ’nR ,ba‘ dis^har8<!lht 
fivc o* sta^Sj" todlS

7hat"unlcS be fiSh,,nlonW>’ls“l 
tion "’CvTn“'''hilc‘Xnof conniving | I cannot' capa, '
us as fcu'S 5. be another 
w>thJruSbavho"c'L[flhcUnileJ’

ThCrCo tic na-^cd help <o 
^y^tcn^^C to Mr. Lee 
states ext A<.cordinS thc office"1 
N.Re"auSAjirc^°j policy-"Wc 

I Bro"'n', iruS co111 List countries 
I n--',1"r'alJr^cular*oaiLvillh'fiShl 
I want in P polit,ca .g drug con-1 
’ tha‘haVC.rach< TbCXthat "our. 

thc drug tatcd fur tb these
!

specific p ainlCd a and )aw | 
COUntheir judicial P inStitUlions ; 
inS thclI’nt and PCIia“ -launder- 
enforccmc o) pf nAOnc) csscnlial
ane and precurs°r a^hcrlhatkey

I in& • u"VVarnin£ ns that ref-

FOMWAN.KwaraS and rc_
the death penalty rdntr0.
lated offences should

' duced,acallwh>ehwaScr)PP (h I
| bv other eminent N.g f;ring
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Kaduna hosts its third Book Fair at a time when 
standard of education is falling

he Yakubu Gowon Way 
premises of Kaduna State 
Library Board was agog last 

week as it played host to book fair- 
ers who thronged its fair grounds to 
keep abreast of the latest publica­
tions in the publishing industry 
Coming against the background of 
the not-too cheerful economic situ­
ation in the country, the organisers 
must have been surprised at the 
impressive turn-outat the third Book 
Fair. School children, educationists 
and other patrons of books, who 
spared their time to be part of the 
event were hosted by an array of 
book publishers from all the nook 
and cranies of the country, who put 
on (Jisplay a variety of books rang­
ing from nursery to tertiary texts.

In the stands were the Library 
Board of Kaduna State book depot, 
Evans Brothers (Nigeria) Publishers | 
Limited, Spectrum Books Limited, 
the Northern Nigeria Publishing 
Company Limited, Ade Babs Books 
Company from Ibadan and Nige­
rian Educational Research and 
Development Council (NERDC). 
Others were Hybrid Publishers 
Limited, National Library of Nige- 
i la Bookshop, Nigerian Film Corpo­
ration and Igwegbc International 
Bookshop Limited. Abiola Bookshop 
Limited, University Press Pic, Al- 
kausar Printing and Publishing 
Company Limited, the British Coun­
cil, Macmillan, Longmans, Africana 
Fep Publishers Limited and Interna­
tional Institute of Tropical Agricul­
ture (UTA) also participated.

For most visitors like 
Omowonuota Oria, a secondary 
school student, the joy as in the 
Olympics games, was or. participat­

ing not necessarily in "winning” 
medals, as many could not go home 

| with their choice books because of '

Limited. Said he, *1 am very grateful 
I as far as this Book Fair is concerned 

because we are making a lot of sales 
here than in any other place, and I 
attribute this to the Book Fair*

Business to IJ. Ohuoha, area 
representative of Africana Fep Pub­
lishers Limited, was so dull as com­
pared to what he used to experience 
in the previous years. He blamed it 
on the economic doldrums and the 
timing.

This year's edition of the Kaduna 
Book Fair had as its theme Educa­
tion and Information For Nation 
building. The theme captured the 
prevailing situation of wholesome 
decline in the country's educational 
sector. The general appeal was for 
all well meaning Nigerians and non- 

-------------* governmental organisa­
tions to team-up with the 
government to revamp tne 
educational sector. The di- 
rector-general in the 
Kaduna state ministry of 
education, Alhaji Salisu 
Haladu in an address read 
on behalf of the state mili­
tary administrator led this 
call as he assured the state 
of the government's deter­
mination to raise the level 
and standard of education 
in the state.

Colonel L.J. Isa also 
promised to extend the 
services of the State Library 
Board through the estab- 
lishmcntof branches in the 
remaining 12 local govern­
ment areas of the sta te. The 
State Library Board had 
only six of its branches lo­
cated at Ikara, Saminaka, 
Bimin Gwari, Kachia and

Kafanchan.
Educational materials of various 

kinds such as stationery, office and 
training equipment, library furni­
ture and reference books were on 
display at the Book Fair. Wide range 
of publications and books on lan­
guages, religion, traditional and 
modem medicine, engineering,law, 

i journalism were also on display.
By Saleh Bello

Maigari: team up with government 
that companies do not under nor- ’ l' 
mal circumstances realise whether 
they made profits or not until after 
the fair might have been rounded 
up. "Though we have been selling 
much, more people have been com­
ing to make enquiries on where to 
get us and to place orders on our 
products," he told Citizen. It was 
business throughou t for Raphael Eze 
of Igwegbe International Bookshops

their high price tags. With books 
going an average of between, 200 
and 600 Naira, stand owners them 
selves could only do small business.

To Henry A. Yohanna, distnbu- 
tior^officer representing The Inter­
national Institute of Tropica Agri 
culture (UTA) based at Ibadan the 
h.gh pricesnotwithstanding, he faw 
achieved the purpose fo wh ch > 
was organised. Yohanna belief

II
I
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not only takes us 30 years back along

ity has been battered. The least do-

We are tired of 
picking one confu­
sion at the exhaust­
ible end of another 
as a standard logic 
of some people’s 

past-times

is what sustains credibility.
With things as they are now there

■ .. ..... DISCOURSE "*
Our selective orientata«m

Citizen, January 31,1994

Current efforts to redeem the 
cred ibi 1 i ty of the govemmen t will be 
quite epoch-making only if it docs 
not develop cold-feet as soon as it 
comes to critical areas. For long we 
have seen regimes after regimes 
going the wrong way. This reminder 
is essential if we must break away 
from what has become a canning 
dancing of a fuddled lunatic. We are 
tired of picking one confusion at the 
exhaustible end of anotherasa stan­
dard logic of some people's past­
times.

ence, to go beyond the usual super­
ficial debates.

The country today is besieged by 
419, titles .seekers, armed robbers, 
corrupt officials and drug pushers 
in their continuous struggle for as­
cendancy. That is why instead of 
surprise we found ourselves cele­
brating the apprehension of an all 
time dar Jevil importer of a 28 bil­
lion Naira worth of hard drugs.

Why has not the NDLEA been 
able to do this since until the arrival 
of this 'time saver7? It all boils down, 
I think, to our selective orientation. 
For example, fuel scarcity, armed 
robbery and corruption never 
showed any signs of depreciation. It 
must be pointed out too that ad­
dressing these issues is a million 
times better than hankering over a 
constitution which is a harmless 
document anyway.

ByAboky Suleiman Muhammad 

coney demands is for government to 
ease him out since he may not be 
morally equipped to do so himself. 
A culture of glorifying mischief in 
an attempt to crave acceptance is far 
from what this nation needs and 
truly deserves.

Asking an undesirable public 
figure to step aside gives way for a 
powerful disinfectant to have a soli­
tary effect in a national cleansing.

This is a very critical period in 
the life of this nation to allow’ a thing 
of a moral decadence to continue to 
haunt our beloved nation. We be­
come a laughing stock internation­
ally any time we attempt to adver­
tise our modesty with a bastard tag , 
strapped beside.

People arc often reduced to a 
pitiful level in their efforts to escape 
charges of bias, pro-government, 
ethnocentnsm or even lack of objec­
tivity thereby over-stretching their 
wits. The government should take 
note of this. Or perhaps could it be 
asking too much from a government 
that is over 40 per cent Second Re­
public. But it should be remembered 
that previously as a result of our 
actions or inactions we have unwit­
tingly allow’ed situations to slip a way 
in crucial periods thereby adding to 
national predicament.

T.O.S. Benson's views, if prop­
erly harnessed and channelled can 

; bring an about-turn to undue ad- 
. vantages. It is capable of setting a 
’ nice tone and wooing honest Nigeri- 
I ans for the proposed constitutional 
; conference. This is assuming also 
1 that the title of the conference itself 

is slightly corrected. Accepting the

LAyn spite of the gaudy dressing of 
I . falsehood in moments of na- 
n^tional traumasby some vocifer­

ous elcmciTtS, history has a way of 
filtering out accuracies. It is against 
this backdrop that the significance 
of the recent efforts by T.O.S. Ben­
son in the Hotline edition of January 
10, 1994 over the disgraceful per­
formance of Dr. Olu Onagoruwa can 
be viewed. It is, indeed, pleasing to 
the ear to hear a clear note coming 
from discordant tunes. It takes great 
courage to differ in such situation. 
True elders of thought do not recoil 
in to their cocoon in momcn t of needs 
leaving miscreants to have a field 
day.

Such frank views arc necessary 
especially now in our attempt to re­
discover ourselves. It comes down 
as a healing process in our attempt 
to clear a serious national embar­
rassment. We appear to have lost all 
sense of decency by trying to dress 
up falsehood before the whole world. 
It should not be so.

Part of the unfolding events now 
are not new’ in the early period of 
any regime when hopes arc raised 
for better things to come. But digres­
sion sets in as soon as the cloud of 
confusion begins to clear. As it hap­
pens disquieting events arc already 
threatening such beginnings as is 
the issue now in a dear case of a 
breach of professional ethics by I 
Onagoruwa and which the govern­
ment is seemingly enjoying romanc- ! 
ing in the full public glare. A case « 
w’hich tastes badly enough to ridi- 1 
culcour judiciary and badly scored 
national conscience. It helps a self- ! 
professed corruption crusader gov- i 
emment in particular and a country | 
in general to be seen as untainted by j t o - ~
the folly ofits officials. That w’ill also ! title as a constitutional conference 
correct the impression of vendetta 1 not only takes us 30 years back along 
in other areas of its endeavour. That j the path of history, it misses the

• point just as calling it national con­
i' fcrcnceiscourting the concern of the 

is no doubt that our moral sensibil- j rabble rousers only. Appropriately,
| it can be called the Nigerian confer-
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merit known as "COUPAD" was in­
troduced in 1990 to immune cus­
tomers against interest rate move­
ment, negotiate upfront payment 
of interests and source collateral 
for other facilities. The bank has as

>>
/ *

I
■4 h ft 3^ i oM i 3 I
Paci£i© Merchauit ISasnfc New foeaghts aim exeeHBeoce

Each of 
these is pack­
aged to suit 
the peculiar 
needsofvari- 
ous clients. 
For example, 
its money 
market instru-

. -77 '

■j-j-ntroduction: Pacific Merchant 
[■I Bank commenced banking op­

erations on October 12, 1992.
Since then, hardwork, dedication, 
goal commitment and proper cus­
tomer motivation have seen the 
bank to its present status which it 
enjoys in the industry. This is inspite 
of increasing system unpredicta­
bility which the bank's 
chairman. Dr. Adedeji 
Adeleke describes as 
"excruciating."

The bank with head­
quarters in Lagos has a 
strong office in Kano. 
Plans are being made 
to open Abuja and Aba 
branches this year. 
Products:

Pacific Merchant 
Bank is engaged in 
treasury services and 
money market opera­
tions, investment bank­
ing, project finance, 
NERFUND/SME facilities, 
debt issues and loan 
syndication, public is­
sues and private place- Alh N A'Ipayc: Ge""“‘ ",anaser'‘u:“"x cco
ment, leasing, export services, for-. 
eign exchange dealings, financial J 
advisory services, privatisation and i 
commercialisation as well as do-! 
mestic and international debt man-1 
agement.
Citizen, January 31. 1994
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bank.
Alhaji Bamali rn°' 

Merchant Bank as

ft
Banking Hall, Kano area office

man­
banker, 
•be sen-

Kano

for Africa 
second de-

9 r e e s 
v/hich he 
obtained 
Qt Ah- 
madu Bello 
University, 
Zaria. In 
1989, he 
moved to 

1 o t e r n a - 
lienal Mer- 
chant 
Bank(IMB). 
Hardwork, Ibrahim 
honesty

one of its key a 
lending and is in , ASrlcult, „ .

leasing package is *erprises iP
attractive in the „?,neofthe i'*? 
others.theaankX^, 
ers of raw materials ?h lSts ^pOr?. 
arrangement and q|S12 °u9h |Oq_ 
foreign exchange as Arcing 
aging letters of credit? Qs ^an 
exchange transaction. ' for®ign
Management team-

Ibrahim Sidi Bamm;ager. Kano A b * '*' 
Ibrahim sidi Bamali. ivho'^ 
ior manager in charae ' office, started his bank^ 
1984 with United Bank ^CQreerin 
(UBA) after his first and f

allysawhim 
and dedication ©vent^ unit of the 
tothetopofthetreasu Y

Led to Pacific 
a mana9er in 

arid 
mediateiyrose 
to the position 

a sJTa°- manager- Al 
hajiBamahhas 
attended sev­
eral courses 
chief of which 
are b°nk 
branch man­
agement 
workshop,stra­
tegic treasury 
management 
and corporate 
finance.



Citizen, January 31, 1994

BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Kaduna Trade Fair

A (dusty affair
Chamber battles to live up to expectation as foreign 
companies kick the dust off their feet

-
*3:

ing other western nations to boycott 
the fair as a measure to show its dis­
pleasure over the recent political 
situation in Nigeria. Israel and Brit­
ain were also to follow suit while 
Japan was reported to have agreed 
in principle to do so.

Onlyrepresentativesoffivecoun- ‘ 
tries are present at the momment— ; 
Poland, Germany, Algeria, Egypt j 
and Argentina out of the 20 coun- I 
tries that were earlier invited.

Complaints coming from the * 
partidpantsatthesiteindicatedthey

|| ''K etemnncd to hold this year's
I B International Trade Fair at 

:he permanent site, the 
Arcwa Hotels office of the Kaduna 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture was in a hectic mood 
with officials working against time 
as if to prove skeptics wrong. Previ­
ous plans to hold the fair at the site 
were postponed because the organ­
iser, the Kaduna Chamber of Com­
merce, Industry and Agriculture 
could not prepare the ground.

At the permanent site some five 
kilometres along Kaduna-Zana 
Road bordering the National Edu- 
cational Technology Centre (NETC), 
it was a beehive of activities as con­
struction work continued unabct[ed, 
with businessmen and artisans ne­
gotiating here and there. In spite of 
efforts by the organiser, however, it 
appeared last week customers and 
traders would have to make do with 
few facilities at least fornow.Though 
water supply was almost completed, 
the points were few and located wide 
apart. The toilets were receiving 
finishing touches and the security 
light round the complex wasalrcady 
on. Plans wore underway to connect 
the stands with light as NEPA.staf- 
fers were seen busy on the polos.

Other vital facilities like the tele­
phone and the police post were still 
under construction. When com­
pleted a NITEL staff at the site said 
"it cost only 6,000 Naira to have a 
line for the period of the fair." The 
police post was being constructed 
near the border gale adjacent to 
NEI’A main transformer.

Most spaces allocated were still 
under construction but Alhaji Kabir 
Umar, the director general of the 
chamber claimed they will all lx?

ready soon. He said the federal 
government has already sunk about 
65 million Naira into the project in 
addition to Tee land given to the

MERCEDES -EENZ©
I. T~

chamber.
The ground itsclfis an ambitious 

project with its prestigious gate still 
under construction. The main prob­
lem now it appears is the heaps of 
dust the chamber will have to find 
way to reduce. The roads are not 
tarred and daily watering is not 
enough. Umar admitted it was a 
minus on their part, even though he 
tried to blame the nation's economic 
situation for the Chamber's short­
comings. Highlighting further, the 
director-general said the delay in 
preparation was caused by the re­
cent political impasse and the pre­
vailing economic crises.

Evidence of this started coming 
soon enough when the chamber 
started receiving letters of with-

were troubled by the dust. Mr. 
Goddy O. Okonkwo of AN AM.CO 
said, "there is dust everywhere and 
no infrastructure." There are some 
facilities available that may not be 
noticed by the people.

The theme of this year's fair is 
“Co-ordinating international and 
local efforts in financing and sus- 

! taining economic development." The 
■ relevance of this according to Umar 
1 was "promoting economic growth 
i locally and internationally and to 
1 improve on the diplomatic relation- 
1 ship between Nigeria and the 
i world." The president of the cham- 
i bers Alhaji Sani Aminu stated that 
I only disbursement of 75,000X100 
! sjai'ra out of the 100 million Naira 

promised by the federal government 
_____ _ ______ b ___ ! has been received.
drawal from some foreign compa- : M at now the n-ade fair was 
nies led by the USA The American . divjdedasc0mpamescouldnottake 
government is reported to be WOO~ ---------------------------------------------
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Osayemeh: how guilty?
But the banks defined their own 

spectrum of customers. While the 
parallel markets always had foreign 
currencies to sell at their own dic­
tates, the vital sectors of manufac­
turing, industry and agriculture 
always complained of scarcity of the

ievn'l^°S to jaw"iaw on 
yP'ay their parts well?

This accnuCsaIeCankcnvorrnitisnow. 
“"foundedI ^n ":ould aPP“ar "ot 
tural Adii>o2 adven* of the Struc- 
saw the in^ntPrOgramincin 1986 
market for .Ucdon of an official 
Astern, banks h?HCrChan8e Bythc 
change allo, bd for forc'gn ex­
onward sales to°th°" ‘he market for 
ers. their needy custom-

. gco^ 
usual- P»r 

gy made after the 
77 uSu® 7Free spaces are 
Lent5 stnt'lranisations on es- 

radio, the 
'^en t° ^PAandNITEL 
Snti-sf of Commerce,
^lcvis'°d'3 cL^Cultore has come 
W Ka^dAg^gtoUmar.Alot 
Ind^y, U?0Ughifit
:^t^da,wo gas

nlUSLLrfor°thTy Su,eim»n amodc Ah°kykubuB.Bityong 
fy^ad-n^C-------------

A'*°^^--^^dity *° imP°rt raw 
-—, cod’050!,,nt and machin-
eSSCI^als< cC1U'Pr ncgatlVC effectfor 
niat^,ercsultad‘?them producing 
cry'mdustrics sn qriciing “P com-

P Hunt8° ration of Nigeria ran rLs Ass°cia that over 200 
(MAN) lannsnfold have shut shop 
members in “s ;v ycars because of 
Sroff^d-han8CtO,mP0rt 
necessities. was a pleasant

Converse!)- juicy appeal
story for the ba” forcign exchange 
of the off£r‘al!sation that it pro­
market, with r funds
vided easy af y prolifcrr.;ion of 
resulted in a tr z their number 
banks. By last 45 in 1985. 
hasrisen toovc affluence, banks 
To showcase 5 with jumbo
became synonyarchltoctural 
salaries, pos cvcn though some
edificesasoff ■ - do not have 
of them did and nahonwjde

rencies on the floor of the Cento 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) only to sell 
them behind the counter to their 
black market agents at exorbitant 
rates. Neater still, they would divert 
them to their bureax-de-changc 
contacts where they are alleged to 
have interests.Consequently.indus- 
trialisls were starved of their foreign 
exchange needs at official rates and 
were forced to resort to the parallel

Citizen, January 31,1994

■ J) ankers and accountants did 

Jj-HoXtoe^ 
night ago with normal •'so-so" talks 
of the expected: exchange rates in 
terest rates, revenue generation'the 
real sectors and implementation

The forum was the annual sym­
posium in the budget jointly organ 
ised by the Chartered Institute of 
Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN) and the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of Nigeria (ICAN). As the voices 
droned on, past efforts of the two 
bodies and their consequent contri­
butions or misdemeanours raise 
poserson thecontinued significance 
of the talk sessions to the general 
health of the economy.

For even as professionals of the 
bodies were iden tifying possible pit­
falls in the implementation of the 
core aspects of the budget _ ex­
change rate, interest rate and reve­
nuegeneration—practical evidence 
of economic monsters believed to 
have been nurtured, if not created 
by them and which were held to be 
largely responsible for budget fail­
ures abound.

For the CIBN, its corpora te mem­
bers, the banks, arc still struggling to 

— shrug off the accusation that they 
turned the black market to the virtu-

—Btgi^
EXgha"ge ana ------ —'
statein coUaiLtrade survey of the 
““histryof ab°rat>on with the state 
. The first h."'n'erce and industry- 
n ^'6 and r e*air was organised 

d”terPnscs >,estTICted to Nigerian 
hali‘wentin, Was not until 1979 
air «>mmitrnaH°nal.The trade 

rcsPonsibdjt c ,s addled with the 
parH<bpatinly fallocating stands to 
R1S of their need??an'es on the

u 1 the indivi,i f°r a fcc Per stand • 
stands On ua' companies erect 

-twated this, r 0Wn- M°st spaces
-—^g£Were not yetpaid

all the spaces. Notable 
ready erected include lob d,S a1’ 
Gongom, PAN and Mercedes ^Olt- 
It was expected that the ,ii*' 
spaces would be taken un tn ,Cd

One silent point perhaps^"., 
trade fair is just one out of L" 
numerous activities of the ch-» i 0 
When the chamber was fnr mber- 
January 1983, ,t has am^l‘n 

objectives organising trade f' r 
organising trade missions to ’ 
seas, familiarising its members 
the activities of the Nigen^g^ 

Budget '94

The ball in their
Bankers and accountants'^------- •
budget '94, but analysts ask; win thc-^
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under attack.
In 1988, former justice minister

market when pressed desperately. 
This action of the banks could not 
but have multiplier effects as the 
value of the Naira fell drastically as 
dictated by the parallel market rates; 
industries were chocked, produc­
tion became cost-intensive and in­
flation soared.

As if the alleged sabotage of the 
foreign exchange policy was not 
enough, bank interest rates on lend­
ing became prohibitive. By last year, 
range was as high as 50 per cent 
Three yearsagogovernment decided 
to regulate the rate in the budget, 
pegging it all at 21 Naira But that 
intention was defeated by the banks 
which still fixed their rates beyond 
the official ceiling. Government had 
to deregulate the rates once again

In many casesanyway, the banks 
would not give loans to applicant 
industries and agricultural projects 
because of the long term nature of 
such ventures. Last year, Malam 
Abubakar Bello, chief executive, 
Gamji Bank of Nigeria Pic,admitted 
in a chat with Citizen that short-term 
loans were the fashion in banks 
Unfortunately, this form of loan docs 
not directly contribute to real growth 
as it is used mainly to finance local 
purchase orders, LPO and importa­
tion of goods.

his year, bankers have once 
again called on govern­
ment toflex its musclesand 

implement the now policies enunci­
ated in the budget The policies do 
not exactly appear to favour banks, 
a return to foreign exchange regula­
tion and a peg on interest rates But 
two bank chief executives did not 
seem perturbed by its implications. 
Mr Esan Ogunleye, managing di­
rector, Triumph Merchant Bank 
Limited and his counterpart at (ireat 
Merchant Bank, Dr. M.O. Odaro 
hailed the objectives of the policies 
although they expressed fears on 
the vague method of their applica­
tion

What is however clear so far is 
that banks will be playing more roles 
in thcallocationof foreign exchange.

are not enough to «- - -
budget ■mplemen^^ 
bodies.itiscontended.ar 
involved practical!) 
ment’s policies not to 
parent honesty in 
assignments.

sector's sincerity to play the game 
by the rules this time. Government 
has also put certain documentation 
processes in place to check abuse. 
But considering possible desperate 
moves by some banks to stay afloat, 
would there not be a recourse to 
sharp practice? Already, two of them, 4 
Financial Merchant Bank and Kapi­
tal Merchant Bank, have been 
wound-up by the CBN as the noose 
on thedistrcssed ones tightened. Mr. 
Sunday Uche, an ICAN member­
participant believed banks which 
dcade to circumvent government’s 
intentions in the budget would be 
taking a risk. To him, the decisive 
action on the two dead banks was a 
pointer to government's resolve on 
a crackdown

CBN's fellow traveller in the 
annual talkshop, the ICAN, is also 
believed tobeasguilty in themisfor- 
tuncsof past budgets. ICAN’scnmc 
would appear to be the accusation 
constantly levelled against its mem­
bers in the questionable returns of 
their clients in the Company Income 
Tax (CIT) for quite some time, exter­
nal auditors conniving with their 
clients to shortchange government 
in its revenue collection drive

Surpnsingly, Mr. Babalola Okele. 
an ICAN fellow did not dwell e.x-

I haustively on why official expecta­
tions on the CIT always fell short in 
the paper he presented on introduc­
ing the Value Added Tax, VAT to 
broaden the revenue base. He, 
however, admitted that tax evasion 
in Nigeria "is the order of the day." i 
Critics insist that tax evasion is only 
possible in earnings that arenot taxed 
from sources, like the pay-as-you- 
earn system of taxing salaried work- 1 
ers By implication, company ac­
counts and other huge businesses 
are the transactions left to the audi­
tors to determine how much should 
be paid to government as tax. And ’ 
this is where ICAN members, manv 
of them auditors to several firms are 

| under attack.
i In 1988, former justice minister .
i of the federation. Prince BolaAjibola 
| indicted ICAN members of cheating 
| government by preparing multiple ! 

The two bank chiefs hinted of the j returns for inspection. Mr. Muviwa
Citizen, January 31, I9‘M

Ogwuma: zckit rclt?

Sosanya, president of the newlv 
recognised Association of National 
AccountantsofNigcria (ANAN) told 
citizen that government is not real­
ising up to 10 per cent of the CIT j 
because of the dubious activities of | 

external auditors.It is believed that when ICAN 
members turn a new leaf in their I 
auditing assignments, realising the i 

• objectives of the budget would be- I 

come easier. Beyond increasing reve- nue due to government, company j 
I accounts when accurately prepared I 

would always give warning signals ; 
. to shareholders, depositors or gov- i 
. emment itself to take necessary ac- ;

tion before it is too late. Sosanya said 1 
the fortunes of the National Bank ot ’ 
•Nigeria would probably not have I 
nosedived, and the deposits of its | 
customers trapped if its external | 
auditors had given a timely 
ing. Incidentally, auditors 
embattled bank were the f 
Akintola Williams & 
Limited, established by < 
tola Williams, a k ' J:'
of ICAN

The consensus

warn- 
to the 

(he firm of 
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Chief Akin- 
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to
. The two 
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shoW trans- 
their professional
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army

Salim: OAU scribe 
the crisis. However, the foreign 
minister of South Africa, Mr. Pik 
Botha, said his country would only 
intervene if the OAU and the UN 
agreed to it. Botha, however, came 
out bluntly that South Africa would 
not permit or allow a military gov­
ernment in Lesotho. According to 
Lesotho government spokesman, 
Seliso Serutla, the warring military 
factions have agreed to a parley. He 
said the OAU and the Common­
wealth are to send observers to these 
talks.

Meanwhile, British foreign and 
commonwealth office have asked 
foreigners to stay indoors and move 
about cautiously.

The situation however, seems 
under control as the warring fac­
tions have agreed on the modalities 
for settlement.

South Africa had suggested in 
ternational mediation" as a viab 
option in resolving the crisis. I 
toria was looking at the situation 
very closely" foreign' ministry 
spokesman Awre Marcus said.

By Abayomi Shoyebi 
with agency reports

Citizen, January 31,1994

s^med contented with theperkings.
er° Werc also some tribal senti­

ments at play too.
Mr- Ntsu Mokhehle, the prime 

minister of Lesotho and a member of 
e ruling Basutoland Congress 

Jtrty (®CP) has called on South 
Africa tO intervene anrl hnlr» nuell

nilitary rule I 
The Lesotm. „ovcrnment had I 

also denied allegations that it was 
invitingSoutb Africa tobring troops 
to stop the fighting even though it 
considered the option. Spokesman I 
Serutla quoted Prime Minister I 
Mokehle as saying "What we have [ 
said this was oneof alternatives but j 
as yet they (Lesotho) haven't done

Lesotho com­
pletely surrounded 

by South Africa 
was coup-prone, as 
one military dicta­
torship had suc­

ceeded one another 
since the country’s 1 
independence from 

Britain in 1966

Lesotho

^RumbUngjnthe
Pay rise splits Lesotho

or two weeks, tiny Lesotho I 
was thrown into pandemo-

O m,u™asa™1y factions within 
the Royal Lesotho Defence Forces 
fought it out over pay rise for the I 
army.

Trouble erupted when a faction 
of the 2,000 strong army asked for 
100 per cent pay rise for its mcm- 

1 bers, while another faction opposed 
th s move. In the subsequent mili- 

I tary confrontation, five soldiers were 
killed and some civilians wounded. I However, this seemingly pay 

i disputes, took frightening dimen- 
I sion and sinister connotations, as 
1 there were speculations of a military 
I coup. About 750 troops based in 
I Makinyana barracks also fought 
I with other troops based m Maseru 
I the capital. There was the allegation 
I that a faction in the army based at 
I Makinyana barracks was staging a 
I coup, this was based on the grounds I that the party they supported, the 
I Lesotho National Party (LNP) lost in 
I the country's first democratic elec­

tions since independence.
Lcsotho.complctcly surrounded 

by South Africa was coup-prone, as 
one military dictatorship had suc­
ceeded one another since the coun­
try's independence from Britain in 
1966.

The problems in Lesotho arc 
generally economic, the country is 
affected by the general recession in 
the South’African economy. South 
Africa was the single outlet and 
sourccof Lesotho’s foreign earnings 
Lesotho people who went to South 
African mines remitted the bulk ofI their earnings to sustain their coun­

try but this source is drying up.
' Makinvana barracks housed 

mainly junior officers who certainly 
wanted a betterment of their lots, 
while their officers based in Maseru
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In 1990, when a 
renewed campaign 
for multi-party de­
mocracy began in 
Kenya, Jaramogi 
Oginga Odinga 

was one of its lead­
ing proponents

Kenya

A titan is gone
Former vice president and long-time uhuru apostle

Oginga Odinga dies at 82

_______ »
Restoration of Democracy, FORD, 
which, after a protracted campaign, 
forced President Daniel Arap Moi to 
agree to hold multi-party elections 
on December 29, 1992. But in the 
run-up to the elections, FORD split 
over the choice of its presidential 
candidate. Kenneth Matiba became 
candidate of FORD-Asili and Oginga 
Odinga became candidate of the 
FORD-Kenya. Both contested the 
elections against Moi and, though 
the "big three" opposition candi­
dates, Odinga, Matiba and former 
vice president Mwai Kibaki, together 
polled over three million votes, Moi 
was able to defeat them with less 
than two million votes of his own.

A day after Odinga's death, 
FORD-Kcnya announced that Mr. 
Michael Wamalwa, a lawyer and

Thursday, January 19, the 
y J Kenyan opposition party 

FORD-Kenya announced 
the death earlier that morning of its 
founder and chairman, the great 
African nationalist and hero of the 
uhuru struggle, Jaramogi Oginga 
Odinga

Oginga Od*nga was born in 1912 
at Sakwa in Kenya's Nyanza prov­
ince, home of the country's second 
largest ethnicgroup, the Luo. Odinga 
failed to obtain a scholarship from 
the British colonial authorities and 
instead went to Makerere Univer­
sity in Uganda, after which he be­
came a teacher. In the 1940's, he quit 
teaching and became active in the 
independence struggle. During the 
epic Mau Mau guerrilla struggle of 
the early 1950's,.which was waged 
mostly by Kenya's largest ethnic 
group, the Kikuyu, the colonial au­
thorities made spirited efforts to 
incite the Luo against the Kikuyu, 
something Odinga worked strenu­
ously to prevent.

In 1957, when the first seven Af- 
neansentered the Legislative Coun­
cil in Nairobi, Oginga was one of 
them and was elected their chair­
man. In that capacity, he soon be­
came the leader of the indepen dcnce 
movement in the legislative council, 
but the overall leader of the move­
ment remained Jomo Kenyatta, who 
was then in prison. In 1960, Odinga 
was a member of the committee that 
drafted theconstitutionof the Kenya 
Africa National Union, KANU, and 
was elected the party's vice presi­
dent. He was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1963 and, follow­
ing Kenya's independence in De­
cember, he became, first, home af­
fairs minister and later the vicepresi­
dent.

But Oginga Odinga soon fell out 
Citizen, January 31,1994

with Kenyatta because the former 
saw independence only as a first 
step towards national liberation. 
Odinga was also opposed to KANU 
being the sole legal political party in 
Kenya. In 1966, he resigned as vice 
president and from KANU and 
formed his own party, the Kenya 
People's Union, KPU, which was 
banned. In 1967, Odinga wrote his 
famous autobiography, Aof Yet 
U/iurn, which setoutthegroundsfor

BO■.
! . ■ .

IT
member of parliament, will succeed 
him as acting party chairman. 
Odinga's funeral was initially 
scheduled for January 19, but late 
last week, the organisers moved it 
to February 5 in order, they said, to 
allow some of hisrelativcs to return 
from Europe and the US and also to 
allow Kenyans more time to view 
his body. Jaramogi Oginga Odinga 
will be buried at Nyamira, in west­
ern Kenya, 450 kilometres from the 
capital, Nairobi. A requiem mass 
was held for him last Wednesday at 
Uhuru park, in Nairobi.

By Mahmud Jega 
_____________ with agency reports
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Bosnia Hercegovina

Citizen, January 24,1994

duties,1 
ion t*—

r has 
unit'

1

I r
Ghali: air strikes inadequate 

the fighting in Bosnia has crossed 
the borders of insanity. They were 
withdrawn six months ahead of 
time because they asked for powers 
to use air strikes, 4,000 more troops 
and anti-tank weapons.

Bnquemont said it was stupid to 
; in a country

SiX ChUd^ aggression as

■ 'W^P0 John Paul (11) has asked
■ JPthe international community 
kF to do everything possible to

disarm the aggressor in the conflict 
Speaking a day after a Serbian mor­
tar attack killed six children in Sara­
jevo as they played on sle.ghs, the 
Pope said on the Roman Catholic 
Church's international prayer for 
peace in the former Yugoslavia that 
"we cannot be resigned, we must 
not be resigned."

Despite many efforts, he said, the 
war has resisted every attempt at I 
peace and "it shocks all of us be­
cause of its cruelty and repeated 
violations of human rights. Appro- 
priatc authorities have the rbsponsi- 
bility to try everything humanly 
possible to disarm the aggressor and 
create conditions for a just and last- - 
ing peace, he said. "Sources at the 
Vatican hinted that the Pope would 
support a precise, proportionate and 
perhaps demonstrative military ac­
tion in Bosnia.

It was against this backdrop that 
increasing evidence isemerging that 
Britain and France — the major con­
tributors to the UN peace-keeping 
mission in Bosnia with 6,000 
troops—arc contemplating a com- 

j pletc pull out because the conflict is 
| deadlocked. British foreign secre­

tary, Douglas Hurd, is travelling to 
Washington this week to put the 
view that after several peace talks 
have failed to stop the war and pro­
vide a solution to the conflict, it was 
time to pull out. France has also 
questioned the value of continuing 
the operation when it seems hope­
less.

| Prcdictablv.thcfailureof thetalks ; “iquemont said it w 
' led to more fighting and the United ! “ effect peace-keeping .

•Cations, which has 12,000 troops at Tlw pol^ns are wntmg .

“ n’any 

and voting,1 ,a ^ng o meansresolutions man^etiaVC no 

ingin Bosnia, Brit-
to execute them- cOir,rnan mcd

The new ha® '
ain's M,ch®“ jsWid^^wman- 

;'S-bu.U needs a * tators 
,hat ‘ heinfi mere hu, date to stoP ^m^sior^^p 

Many in the inabihU con. 
miliated by the* )eSting ter­
ethnic militias . eachoth , 
voysandbesieg 8 hierarchy 
ritories because U com: 
apparently 'Sn° wou'd run , men ts. General Ross ^]eSS the UN 
tothe same problen s n and the
gives him a clear Hc him- 
equipment to caJT^/,<aJnc^hcnOn 
self expects much t ajj5ts that a

I resumption he told jo ykeiy.
change in policy waJ to the UN, 

Bosnian ambassado’ gjycriti- 
Mohammed Sacirbey jace the 
cised the decision to anjaCcused 
outspokencommander ajn fhe
the UN of wanting to m 
status quo. "It s<*i*s syStemtain people within th h Jneral 
n^^Xvaa^^eprevio^one-b 

SfinallyTs'c^nXedjhaUhe 

status quo needs to change, 
when someone decides 
mander himself needs 

changed."Western nations are holding con I 
sultations to find new initiative I 
end the conflict even though *res‘ 

j dent Bill Clinton said he doesn r 
believe that the fighting would cna 
until all those involved decide they 
have more to gain by a peace.Bosnia's president has called for 
new peace talks to replace the failed 
Geneva talks in seeking a settlement 
to the war because the talks there 
had exhausted its possibilities. He 
said there is no case in history where 
appeals and resolutions stopped 

wars or violence.

By Mohammed Bomoi 
with agency reports
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Still, the US an­
nounced itself 

“frustrated” by the 
“lack of progress” 

in the economic 
framework talks

... ,iir"----------

Hosokawa: troubles abound 
then went to Tokyo on January 20 
and delivered a "strong" message»3 
Hosokawa. Japan, Bentsen said, 
must either boost its economy and 
cut its trade surplus or the US will 
allow the Yen to rise against the 
dollar, a prospect dreaded by Japa-

Japan
Hosjkawa’s troubles

' After a meteoric rise in the last six months, the prime 
minister is beset with problems

/a\\uite possibly, Morihiro
/ Hosokawa will not be the 

prime minister of Japan this 
week. After a meteoric first six 
months in office at the head of an 
eight-party coalition government, 
the first to exclude the Liberal 
Democratic Party since 1945, Prime 

| Minister Hosokawa's fragile coali- 
tion suddenly exhibited strains last 

| week. On January 21, the Upper 
! House of the Japanese Diet voted, by | 
j 130 votes to 118, to reject the election 
1 reform bill sent to it by the govern­

ment.
The rejected bill,earlierapproved 

by the Lower House of the Diet last 
November 18, was also the key ele­
ment in Mr. Hosokawa's reform pro­
gramme, and which won for him the 
election last July. For two months, 
the pnme minister fought to pre­
vent a rebellion by some members of 
the Social Democratic Party, the larg­
est of the eight coalition parties. But 
17 of its 73 MP's voted against the 
bill and defeated it.

The rebels belonged to the left 
wing of the Social Democratic Party 
and were fearful that the reforms, 
which will replace the present multi­
seat constituencies with 274 single- 

1 seat constituencies and another 226 
1 to be filled by proportional repre- 
| sentation, will cost them their seats. 
I Other social democrats, who expect 
, to contest the next election under 
i another, new party, do not share 
1 these fears.

The prime minister was soon rac-
i ing against time to save the election 
’ reform bill before the Diet session 
| ends this week, especially since he 
i has threatened to "take responsibil­

ity," that is, resign, if the bill is not
I approved. There were two possible 
I ways for Hosokawa to end the dead- 
I lock. One way is to summon a spe- 
i ciai conference of 20 members of

Citizen, January 31,1994

nese traders.
Specifically, the US wants more 

access to Japan's 20 billion dollars 
public sector construction market. 
A deal was finally reached on "ob­
jective criteria to monitor progress" 
of American penetration into the 
Japanese automobile, auto parts 
medical, technology, banking and’ 
insurance markets. Japan's cabinet 
secretary Masayoshi Takemura said 
he "welcomed" that agreement, but ■ 
there was no guarantee last week '. 
that it marked the end of Mr Ho ' 
sokawa's troubles.

By Mahmud Jega j 
________________with a8mcy reports |

both housesof the Diet and workout 
a compromise, which must ther.be 
approved by both houses. The sec­
ond, more difficult way .s to obtmn 
a two-thirds majority vote in the 
Lower House to overrule the Upper 

“y last week, it appeared as if 
the prime minister tvill find a com­
promise formula w.th the opposi- 
non Liberal Democrats to pass the 
urn -I DP leader Yohei Kono was

thcgovemmenL wreiectora]re_
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stimulate th out. In ]uly
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nlf:hatheyus both by spurring do- 
W she demand and by opening its 
markets to furth^mpo^ts. Minister
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Como to the 16th Kaduna International Trade Fair from 29th 
January - 6th February, 1994 and discuss your banking and 
financial needs at Union Bank’s stand.

DISCUSS & RECEIVE a full range of financial services tailored to 
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° Current Accounts/Deposit Accounts
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° Unicard • our express service and cheque guarantee card
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PRIVATE EYE
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empire
■yr stared in disbelief. It was not a 
B scene from the film on the ex-

J Lploits of Lawrence Anini the 
dare devil robber. It had no link with 
the Oyenusi saga cither. The Nige­
ria Television Authority, NTA, 
caught Pius Edc and zoomed its 
camera on him: I was among NTA's 
"30 million viewers" who watched 
the network news pen ul tima te week 
and there was trail blazer, Pius Edc. 
The Lagos state police command 
arrested and charged him for imper­
sonation, stealing and forgery. 
"Smart" Pius had six Nigerian offi­
cial passports and 22 Nigerian Inter­
national Passports! All the passports 
had his pictures but different names 
and titles. The documents were dis­
covered in a police raid in his Oko- 
Oba residence in Lagos.

When curious journalists asked 
Pius how he came about the pass­
ports, he declared that "I got it from 
those boys at the passport office." 
And he certainly did. If the price is 
right, any criminal or illegal alien 
can get not only a Nigerian passport

but also an official Pa^P°r‘! N- 

r.a=^S» 
C°Un—Jtoswad onh£J^2?!32?-

Emirs and contractors
ince November 17, General 
Sani Abacha and his minis- 
tershave been contradicting 

one another. The finance minister 
sacked the board of a parastatal 
which his ministry supervises, but 
his boss overruled him. The states 
appear to be catch-as-you-can affair.

How else, do you explain the de­
cision of the Kebbi State's military 
administrator Colonel Salihu Tunde 
Bello to give emirs the veto over 
contracts. After a tour of WO vil­
lages, Bello reasoned that the emirs, 
as close as they are to the people are 
better placed to nomina te hardwork­
ing and honest contractors and 
supervise their performance.

Bello just displayed the innocence 
of a child, and for that he may very

The bad blood that the contract 
business engenders in the civil serv­
ice in itselfis enough headache with­
out spreading the plague to emirs. 
To royal fathers, we say watch your 
steps and protect your turbans.

Naira. While the law breaker gets it 
for the asking, the law abiding citi­
zen will have to wait for three to four 
months before booklets are "avail­
able". I hope the minister of Internal 
Affairs, Chief Alex Ibru is not listen-

passport instead ------------------------------------------
The NNPC and its scawdalls Cl 11)

his is the third time straight 
r ■ 1 rll be talking about the 

1
SS^^though 
they are so obvious. al of

The recent NN> >- . „onc
41,000,000 dollars, I he. ' hig 
the way of all 
great country. Yo uspccts, 
hoopla about sending heo nH.hu 

nlirwt"l%X^vX,"obe

Ourvcntablechief av th(?m
OluOnagoruwa,vir“ . ,

with tribunals? If the NNPC thinks 
that it has enough evidence to bring 
about the conviction of the suspects, 
it should go to a regular court. Last 
I heard, NNPC has not been in a 
hurry to follow up on Onagoruwa's 
advice.

And so it is that the chap whom 
investigations had revealed that he 
has 80,000,000, yes 80,000,000 
dollars not 800,000 dollars that I 
reported a few weeks ago, thanks 
to the proverbial printer's devil, 
stashed away abroad, may retire 
quietly and peacefully to a life I 
even more abundant! Those root­
ing for him insist that there is 
nothing wrong in what he did. 
Afterall, the oil is extracted from 
their soil. Shon of the Sh(oil) never 
hurt anyone!

well be forgiven. But some of us in 
this part of the country know that 
closeness to the people does not 
equate with knowledge of what 
they the people need. Moreso, Bello 
showed how little he understands 
the working of the traditional insti­
tution. Most emirs are contractors 
by their own right and the rivalry 
between them and other contrac­
torscan be a cut-throat affair. What 
stops them from recommending 
themselves or contractors that are 
fronting for them?

Repeti tion apart, there is the po- 
tential danger of pitching the insti­
tution against the bureaucrats who 
will definitely resent the erosion of 
their power to shortlist "compe­
tent" contractors for government^



recite my funeral

entourage of time.

context for

Mukhtar S. 'Waked

about

I

i K still love her
I There is a girl sweet and kind 
j I did glance her moving across the 
i street
i She stares at me as she passed 

She waved not as she turned
J And yet I still love her till I die
i So fast she will never be caught at all.
1 I never spoke to the sweet and kind 
i girl
j I never saw her smile 
j I never saw her dry 
‘ Yet I love her like a fruit 
! If all girls were like her 

1 I will drop dead.
1 Yes I remember
i Love grows like tree

for love | 
to her | 

pictures «>her I 
“heart to hcr 

thinks
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POETS’

Matter < *
, -yr ove knows no barriers n 
i ■ shoots its way into the heart
I J L21of lhe lovcd one. Cupids 
( super active arrow pierces the heart 
I of the love one and they HVe han 

pily ever after in a fairy land. P

L_____
Go away
I have been in love for two years , 
it has been so much appreciated ; 
By my friend and relations j
I have wanted to marry her f ,'"'a 1 

I have given all my love
I have given all my;
I have given my 1.^:
1 have always been
love for herI am still in love with her ut the result is disappointment 

° away disappointment!Abdulmalik Moh'd Shaba

oi the Heart
tiers. It I Time shall drop its caravan and stay

1 \ On Friday I shall recite my funeral
5 oration

1 shall join the entourage of time.
If she gives me her smile
I shall sing and dance with her
The versatile verse of humour 
drench-gratis
Let her infer context for a memo­
rable day
Avoid query-question jewel of mata­
dor.

Transitioni
Sit down beside me 
On these seated grasses 
Put your arm around me i
The way a lover should i

Rest your fair head
And flowing soft mass .Upon my able shoulders /
Let's watch the gold sun /
As it recedes across the river I 

And the wearied fishermen 
Returning in their canoes ;
Like moving soldier ants 
Stand up, come away, now 
Before it becomes too dark 
And difficult to find our way 
Like a hunter edging through
An evil forest, let us cut 
A path through this haze 
Now hovering over our heads 
Like a hawk at planting seasons 
Make haste, dawn is waiting 
And the chicks have long
Gone home to roost.________ ______  Njoku Austyn C.J

Citizen, January 31, 1994

Love is blind
Love they say is blind 
Love are you blind? 
If you are blind 
How did you get to my soul? 
Love the flowering plant 
Love the alpha and the omega 
Love you are the doctor of sorrow 
In love I met Maryam 
And in love we shall remain.
In dreams I keep on asking myself 
Why in love?
I keep saying 
It pays to love yes. 
It is you I am waiting for 
You are the only one to cure me 
You are quite welcome Mr. Love 
I learnt that you cleanse the minds of 
the wicked.
You purify the hearts of the heart­
less
It is true
In my memories you made Maryam 
mine
And you made me hers 
Love you are wonderful 
Love you have eyes 
Love are you blind?

T“8«hern„,
ShoukTbXe ‘n °vUr tO8dhemess 
F°r that'll h8 n° hat° °r bilton’ess 
AndwJ' P"o madness 
And we veenjoyedtoomuchhappi- 

Idon^u^hy^'b^dness. 
The n • be 1CVC we ran bear 
A br^>nS and an8uish that follow 
B,br°intimate affair 
But that's not the case 
^S1's something we must face 
"•th equanimity and grace 
To moderate our pace 
And remain in human race.

Hearty Kathy
A very beautiful lady 
Really pretty baby 
Is my hearty Kathy 
She's never selfish 
And hides a stronger wish 
the wish to share her life 
To care all the time
Whoever she holds so very dear 
Have no awful nagging fear 
As she cause the torment disappear 
To be replaced with silent tears 
Of joy and thanks and ecstasy 
That leaves peaceand happiness you 
desire
For so long many years
Nature s smile, perfect prosperity 
Exquisite grace, continuous content­
ment
May these and more be yours 
Now as never before.

Bello Y. Bida
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A moment of bliss the Nwobodos

dr Dan-

Citizen, January 31,199-1

I tion that had cautioned politicians, 
it nevertheless had all the ingredi- 

; ents of a political rally. Of the seven 
1 surviving nine Second Republic 
, "Progressive" governors, a quorum 
| was formed with the presence of 

Chief Sam Mbakwc, Alhaji Moham- 
madu Abubakar Rimi, Alhaji Lateef

1 Jakandc and the groom himself.
The Ndi Igbo also came out in its 

j strength to support one of its sons.
Igbo notables like Odumegu 
Ojukwu, Alex Ekwueme, Abdulaziz 
Ude, Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
Ralph Obioha, Pius Okigbo as well

M M or Jim Nwobodo, Saturday 
LwV January 22, 1994 was like 
g * the good old days when 
together with other eight governors 
of the defunct Nigerian People's 
Party, NIT, People's Redemption 
Party PRP, Unity Party of Nigeria, 
UPN and Great Nigeria Peoples 
Party, GNPP they charmed the po­
litical scene with their gestures and 
rhetorics, and held the attention of 
many.

Although the recent event was a 
wedding and it was held under the 
stern gaze of a military administra-

Confetti for the >h*r°k°<*os 
' witnessGuest of timber and calibre gather in Lagos 

Jim Nwobodo remarry
--------- - civilian gov' 
as the immediate pa pnugu
emorsoflmo.Anamnr °( o(hcr 
states were among c Chief
notables. Also P^‘Sola Saraki, 
MKO Abiola, Alha’ ndT.O.5. 
Chief Gabriel '8b‘ .'°ftcrnoonthat 
Benson. Forthewholea«cathcdral

Marina Road wasbl d thc
of admirers kept v.g'l « 
vicinity of the church an wcd
their heroes

them. Going by Abiola re-
(rom thc crowdu»>anyday. 
mains a aowd p bignames

Whatbroughtah h ^amage
together however,chicf )im 
jeremony bet Second Re- 
.■■wobodo, 54 torn a 

iblic governor * niarnage I dPatMgbeonynrc.Thbodo s 

ame about after * courtcase 
marriagcof 1968 cc’ j,s50lved
in 1978 and was f naU> 
last year by a a

ch,e( N'vobo^athhlacktrou.

he flashed hisJr. occaslon. 
smile through hap-
"Today" he*>d *?” 'tman 
picst days“n“rn%» joined him 
Mohammadu Rmn a 1 a(_ular 
■n dcscnbmg thedti^P Rcpubhc

in a fitting three piece suit, the first 
time he did so for 20 years-at least

‘"Xi" overwhelmed, R.mi told' 

the gathering that he was pleased to 
be part of the celebration as he and 
the groom have come a long way 
since 1978. In thc midst of the back 
slapping and general conviviality,

old associates reached out to one 
another and recounted tales of the 
good old days. The impending 
constitutional conference was one 
issue that must have featured in the 
animated discussion and whispers 
that characterised the gathering at 
the wedding.

One political question in the 
minds of thousands of people that 
attended the wedding was "Why 
the former governor is remarrying 
now?" There are two things; he told 
Citizen, "my wife is a wonderful 
woman, whatever things she said 
me has always been wonderful. The 
other was that I realised that if I had 
a wife while in prison after the col­
lapse of Second Republic, all what is 
lost would not have been lost after-
all."Even after six years of their tradi­
tional wedding, Chief Nwobodo 
revealed that he waited for six years 
since the traditional wedding was I 
conducted before he could legally 
marry his second wife. The now j 
remarried chief did not however 
indicate whether he is also now 
coming out of the political cold he 
seemed to have consigned himse 
for most of the penod of the ill-fated 

Third Republic.
Chief Nwobodo did not spar«- 

any expense to ensure that this hig 
profile guests did not go home dis 
appointed. A reception was organ 
ised at the exclusive Lagoon Restau 
rant at Victoria Island, Lagos where 
the American ambassador was one 
of the distinguished guests t a 
waited for hours to share the joy an 
limelight of the former governor•

Whatever the expense 
might total up to, the man who 
ganised it all gained much frorn ‘-t0 : 
nothing else it confirms that ; 
of the low profile he has rna*nt‘31^-nC 
Chief Nwobodo is till in rCC, °rs of 
among the movers and sha <e 
the Nigerian society. r),n.AJiBy Mamur Dan 

and Titiioye A’n‘.—----
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"Hitman "Yekini
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preparation for both the World Cup 
and the Africa Nations Cup. Nigeria 
would play Sweden on May 4 and 
Norway or Finland on May 7.
TENNIS: The Kaduna State Lawn 
Tennis Association has announced 
plans to revive the Kaduna Clay 
Court tournament abandoned for 
years fonack of funds. Towards this, 
a committee has been organised to 
raise funds.
BOXING: Irishman, Famonn 
Loughran, 23, hung on to his World 
Boxing Organisation (WBO) welter­
weight title in Belfast by a unani­
mous points against Italian Alesan- 
dro Duran, 28. World Boxing Coun­
cil, WBC, heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis of Britain is expected 
to defend his title against Phil 
Jackson in May. The fight would be 
staged on the 6th or 14th and is 
slated for Atlantic City, New Jersey 
or Ren o, Neva d a. Lewi s, 28, s topped 
fellow Briton, Frank Bruno last Oc­
tober in London and was scheduled 
to fight Tony Tucker. He was 
awarded the WBC title when the 
former holder, Riddick Bowe relin­
quished it in a dispute with the 
council over whom he chooses to 
stake the title against.
GOLF: Kenyan Peter Njiru has won 
the African Golf Classics champion­
ships in Nairobi with a 285 score, 
three under par ahead of Zim­
babwe's Nick Price and South Af­
rica's Vincent Tshabalala. It was his 
second consecutive title. Not even 
Tshabalala's formidable record as 
the first black to win in the world 
tour —he claimed the French Open 
in 1976—could intimidate Njiru. 
ATHLETICS: The Nigeria Olympic 
Committee, NOC, has entered more 
than 100 athletes for the Common­
wealth Games which comes up in 
Victoria, Canada in August. Athlet­
ics attracted 54 and gymnastics five. 
The NOC registered to participate in 
the 12 categories in boxing and ten 
in wrestling, badminton, eight, cy­
cling and shooting six each and 
swimming, ten._____________ _

* w
J.

OOTBALL: Draws for the 
1996 European champion- 
ships preliminaries has pro­

duced some uncanny and amazing 
coincidences. The draws madealong 
theWorldCupformathad Denmark, 
the current champion, and Spain; 
Holland and Norway; France and 
Israel; Republic of Ireland and North­
ern Ireland and Russia and Greece 
finding themselves in the same 
Kroupsas they had found themselves 
in the 1994 World Cup draws. Bobby 
Charlton, Geoff Hurst, who scored 
a hat trick in the 1966 England win 
against then West Germany, and his 
colleague, Martin Peters helped out 
ln picking the countries. A record 47 
European countries are to compete 
in the preliminaries in which even­
tually 15 teams would qualify/ 
HEFA, Europe's football rulingbody 
having expanded the number of the 
teams. England by virtue of hosting 
the championships has already 
Qualified, but Spain, which denied 
the champions a place in the Wor 
Cup, would attempt to do so again- 
The two are grouped with the un 
Predictable Belgium,Cyprus, Arme- 
nia and Macedonia. Holland an 
Norway, who have qualified for tn 
World Cup, would continue the 
rivalry as they are grouped wit 
Czech Republic, Luxembourg/ 
Jarus and Malta. The RePu^^pa 
Ireland and Northern Ireland have 
calmer venue to sort out their sc 
lan differences. To assist th®”? 
Latvia, Austria, Portugal and 
tenstein. Israel is making a 
but in a tough group. V'^jina 
foce France, whom they shoe 
World cup qualifying match in .
Rumania, Poland, Azerbaijan a 
Slovakia. Russia and Creece M 
again as before and wou 
Scotland, Finland, San Man h
the Feroes Island to conten n
Italy, three times world c ^e, 
are to battle it out with U d 
Lithuania, Croatia, Sloven 
Estonia.

Citizen. J.-

•The International Football Federa­
tion, FIFA, has confirmed that the 
Under-21 world football tournament 
would hold in Nigeria March 11 -26 
in four centres — the Ahmadu Bello 
Stadium, Kaduna, Nnamdi Azikiwe 
Stadium, Enugu, Liberty Stadium, 
Ibadan and the National Stadium, 
Lagos. The premier stadium would 
host 10 matches including one semi­
final, the third place match and the 
grand final. Enugu and Ibadan 
would hostseven matcheseach. ABS 
would host eight matches including 
the second semi-final. There would 
be eight days of resting in between 
matches. Meanwhile, the Super 
Eagles technical adviser, Clemens 
Westerhof, has released the names 
of players that arelikely to feature in 
the Africa Nations Cup coming up 
inTunisia in March. Itincludes three 
goalkeepers - Wilfred 
Agbonivabre, Peter Rufai and Al­
loy Agu. The defenders are Uche 
Okechukwu, Austin Eguavon, 
Stephen Keshi, Chidi Nwanu, Efan 
Ekoku, Chris Armstrong and Isaac 
Scmitoje. In the attack are Sunday 
Oliseh, Thompson Oliha, Finidi 
George, Rashidi Yekini, Daniel 
Amokachi, Emmanuel Amunike, 
Victor Ikpeba. Alternates John 
Salako and Precious Monye were 
replaced by Mutiu Adepoju and 
Edema Fuludu. The Eagles are to 
play seven international matches in
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]®?*5gNigerian
A Nigerian is generally a 

/-% very unambitious man. He
X Cloves verandahs and the 
shade of trees — very much. And 
why not? He spends most of his life 
in the shade — gossiping, boasting.
scheming, cursing and doing every- 

j thing unproductive. He is also often 
. satisfied with very little — food to 
I cat, clothes to wear, shelter within 
I which to live with family. That of 

course was the good old days. The 
• days are now too bad.

The Nigerian is said to arrive 
when he has indeed arrived. He has 

, become a millionaire in pre-SAP 
i Naira or foreign currency and is 

probably a multimillionaire. He 
owns a mansion or two — or three, 
and a stable of sleek cars and a Jeep.

His wardrobe for self and wives 
(four or more) overflows — Pierre 
Cardin, Christian Dior, Geogio 
.’.rmani, Yves Saint-Laurent, Excel­
sior shadda and voile. The watch col­
lection features Longines, Breitling, 
Blanepain, Cartier and the rest of the 
designer lot. Some must regret that 
there is no designer-wife to buy.

His shoes are made of giraffe skin, 
moose-head skin or alligator skin, 
and so are the wives shoes and sling 
bags. Rings are diamond, necklace, 
bangles and earrings are 24-carat 
gold-

He carries his American Express, 
Visa, Diners and Gold cards in a 
special comer of his pure leather 
hold-all, near the cellular compart­
ment. His cheques he will only sign [

with a 
platinum 
Sheaffer' 
Ofcourse 
he 1,0 1 
longer car- 
riesadiary; 
he.has the 
electronic 
planner 
and laptop 

I not far 
I away- In

these he punches the details of his 
businesses — each of which is an 
aspect of wheeling and dealing- 0*1 
bunkering, commission agency, 
speculation, gambling, and four- 
one-nming.

The Nigerian love-, cruising in 
the sleek — a Taurus, a Lexus, a V- 
Boot or a BMW — or the new status 
symbol — aChcerokee,a Pathfinder, 
a Cruiser or a Bronco. Which is all 
very good. What I can’t stand is the 
swaggeride, to speed, swerve and 
swagger as if there arc no rules on 
the road, or if there arc, break them 
all, and disappear like a pot-hole­
seeking missile leaving behind noth­
ing but dust and dazed pedestrians. 
Jealous? Ho! ho'.! I have no time to 
be.

When he pulls up, the Nigerian is 
impeccable and spotless ashe stands 
by the vehicle — a picture of dignity 
and purppseful life, enjoying it to 
the full. A self-proclaimed leader of 
the black race who finds colonialism 
ever so detestable and easily 
launches into polemics against the 
West — and East.

He detests colonialism yet can’t 
do without its goods. He rises up in 
defence of an ideal he doesn't know, 
of a way of life he has forgotten, of a 
discipline he cannot enforce on 
himself, of appetites he cannot con­
trol nor satisfy without foreign aid.

The Jeep he drives in the evening 
is an American product; the Lexus 
he goes to office in is Japanese, just 
like the shadda he wears is Swiss-

<-<“”'’ ^uit the Lig®***

,hC Ml% nr pF go”' h is Japanese f,bn 

youl^W^ The radio you > 

gore-’ d nl0sque >s £.
vOu l > ,w the g and the sandals, 
h°o6^nyy°r'“,riot. 50 y°U 
ther CyP%jgcria finds tin* I 

»ali’dcrh”",,^X1-rirfr "'hCn I 
"rond Ln 1 weeping- I 
or rc ■ he h°0’ rC even at home, 
shou'd bdaliy sm or Persian, the 

EsP^tlS Chine- upholstcry, 
thce°rP ,, furnitu thc video- ( 
fabric ftbc TV ’“f The cellular of 
British' ^crri»an- 
record0 Nificrian
cour^ mi 3 -icht! Don't press

U >he>bCad^f you do then '

' ""aM G°d' nrity tod to make 
1 maiVhile the nia>° L developed.

Tnhmr"a^ ’"^ready"’"'^**

one of the fen’coo hcritagc.
to literally eat up k, thcN>Sa- 

IfNlTELdoesnt ^uistt
riandoesntdemand^^ d 
up or everyone to rushcS off 10
to do. The Ni8C"ahonetechnolosy. 
bring cellular, tel ph hornble -

asatC"“C±inthmrhaste(orisit 
hatc^lThcy^haveforgottcji^hecoun- 

try. It is wallowing and it means 
an Age cmlyLightly more advanced 

than the Stone Age)._____ _______

lannarvTI TWit
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