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Protocols 

I am delighted to welcome you all to the 2022 Conference of Chairmen and Directors of Board of State Public Libraries in Nigeria holding in Enugu State. 
I want to specially salute his Excellency, the governor of Enugu state Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for his effort at ensuring that the state is habitable to all.
The National Library of Nigeria has been anchoring this important annual conference that has helped amplify the roles of public libraries in building the community.

I acknowledge the effort of my predecessor Prof. Lenrie O. Aina who has previously anchored this conference and has laid the foundation for me to build on.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen and all participants here present, the theme of this year’s conference, ‘’Nigerian public Libraries in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The Journey so Far’’  is the focal point of this meeting which is aimed at evaluating the impact made so far by public libraries towards achieving SDGs.  Beyond provision of access to sources of knowledge and information for education andcommunities’ enablement, libraries are setting examples for what sustainable development should look like in practice.
  
Libraries play an important role in achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals which is tied toGoal 4; ensuring that everyone have inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. With education, you will find a way and means to provide for basic needs - food, shelter and clothing; read and understand issues on health thereby standing tall at per with one’s peers.

Furthermore, education will enable one understand the importance and consequences of a clean environment, know the implication of pollution and provide innovative means to address it. Every work is decent but only education can transform what looks indecent to decency.

The public library provides information, inculcates ideas, and develops knowledge that is so essential to functioning successfully in today’s information and knowledge based society. The resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on September 25, 2015, resulted in a 2030 agenda for sustainable development with 17 goals and 169 targets, a transition from the millennium developmental goals, with a view to stimulating action over the next 15 years.

The profession has focused on making sustainable developmental goals (SDGs) a reality. Libraries and librarians in Nigeria have been doing a great deal, especially in the area of creating awareness about the goals to all stakeholders.Public libraries have contributed to the achievement of SDGs by equipping people to effectively and efficiently access, evaluate and use information which underpins all the goals and targets in the development framework.

So far, 65% of SDG delivery relies on local initiatives and public libraries are ideally placed to deliver them at the local level. The library has played roles such as awareness creation on SDGs, planning and deploying continuing education programmes, establishment of viable community information centre, partnering with government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to elucidate and penetrate local communities with the SDG deliverables, translation of SDGs documents into local languages and provision of information resources / services to supportthe actualization of the SDG.

As Library leaders, we are expected toencourage local leaders from all walks of life to communicate the SDGs in their communities, to further drive into action the actualization.

Furthermore, you are required as managers of Public libraries,to develop strategies such as:
· Raising awareness on the various development issues spelled out in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
· Providing a place where information on developmental issues can be accessedand discussed;
· Establishment of a strong library campaign programmes;
· Selection of resources taking into account the development indicators raised in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
· Hosting local forum from time to time where people could talk through problems, such as HIV/AIDS, community health, education, civil and human rights and other elements of SDGs;
· Engaging in partnership with other agencies for promotion of changes needed to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
· Promoting the establishment of libraries especially at the rural areas to enhance information dissemination at the local level;
· Providing a network of service delivery for government programmes and services; and
· Advancing access to ICT helping people to acquire and develop new digital skill.

“IFLA’s consistent position is that access to information is essential in achieving the SDGs, and that libraries are not only key partners for governments but are already contributing to progress towards the achievement of the 17 Goals.”   -  International Federation of Library Associations


Mindful of the theme of the conference and considering that the journey which started in 2015 has spanned more than a decade, we are here today to appraise ourselves by presenting our reports. Are we progressing or retrogressing? Can we be counted among those libraries that has worked towards the actualization of the mandate of IFLA thereby contributing to the sustainable development of the government of our Country?

It is also important to ask at this juncture, which of the approaches are we taking? Which of them is working and which is not? Why are they not working?
Can we borrow from other climes and colleagues? All these and more will be the focus of our conversation these two days.

In conclusion, it is imperative that achieving the SDGs by 2030 through the provision of qualitative and enduring information and other innovative services should be given priority. Intensive lobbying and advocacy, reviving of public libraries in Nigeria, re-engineering of school libraries, sustainable partnership and collaboration are key strategies to the actualization of the SDGs.

Thank you all for making it to this year’s conference, I believe you will have the best of time as you explore, learn, share, collaborate and network to find a lasting solution to all the issues impeding progress of public libraries in Nigeria.
I also appreciate the efforts of all the stakeholders in the public library and all who made this year’s conference a success, thank you all. I wish you all a successful and fruitful conference and journey mercies on completion.
God bless.

