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ix people were killed and
ten others sustained
jous injuries yesterday

when a luxury bus collided with
a pick-up vehicle on Lokoja-
Okene road while another five
died and 26 sustained injuries
on the Kano — Potiskum road.
The Lokoja- Okene accident
occurred at about 4 a.m. at
Crushervillage near Lokoja. Mr
Uzoma Winwe, the conductor
of'the luxury bus, told newsmen
that the pick-up vehicle was
travelling in the night without
functional headlights. He said
the collision occurred because
the driver of the luxury bus did
not see the approaching pick-
up vehicle, adding that all the
six occupants of the pick-up
vehicle died on the spot.

The = FRSC  Sector
Commander in Kogi, Mr Yomi
Asaniyan, confirmed Winwe’s
statement, saying that the pick-
up vehicle caused the accident

From Hamza Idris,
Damaturu, with agency |
reports

as it was using the lights of
other vehicles to travel that
night. Asaniyan told newsmen
that the bodies of the six
fatalities had been deposited at
the morgue of the Federal
Medical Centre, Lokoja. He said
ten passengers of the luxury
bus, who sustained injuries in
the accident, were receiving
treatment at the medical centre.
Asaniyan, who warned the

_people against travelling at

night, said that it was much
safer to travel in the daytime.
He also advised motorists to
ensure that their vehicles were
in good condition before
embarking on ajourney.

The Kano- Potiskum road
mishap occurred when a
heavily loaded trailer truck lost
control and fell into a bush.

The accident occurred at
Dagauda Village, about five
kilometers to Potiskum when
the trailer with registration
number XA 711 JRE carrying
40 passengers, 18 Motorcycles
and 1,210 cartons of batteries ¢
from Kano on its way to
Maiduguri skidded the
highway and fell in the bush.

Joel Tagwa, the head of
operations at the state
headquarters of the Federal
Road Safety Commission
(FRSC) confirmed the accident
which he said occurred around
4:30 am yesterday.

“Apart from the fact that the
vehicle was overloaded, the
driver was over speeding when
he lost control probably
because he was sleeping...it’s
very unfortunate”, Tagwa said,
adding that the 26 people
injured had been admitted at
the General Hospital, Potiskum
and were responding to

Accidentsclaim 11 on Lokoja, Potiskumreads

treatment.
Tagwa advised rivers e
desist from driving at night,
stop overloading and carrying
passengers on top of good:.
“These are some of the causss
of avoidable accidents, frar’ers
are meant only to carry goods
not passengers”, he saic, “we
are also appealing to the
contractors handling this road
to assist in constructing hard
cut shoulders beside the road,
itis very important for accidents
to be minimized”, he added. He
equally accused some
passengers of deliberately
subjecting themselves to
danger. “We recovered*about
N635, 345 from some of the
people on the truck...this
shows the passengers can
afford using other vehicles
meant  for  carrying
passengers”, he said.

visit to Tehran yesterda"iy.

lahmoud Ahamadinejad

(right) with his Venezu

elan counterpart Hugo Chavez during the latter’s

_ Pic: AFP

houses in densely
opulated areas has been
identified as the major factor
contributing to the increase
in Cerebro-Spinal Menin-
gitis (CSM) out breaks in the
north-east region.
Director General of the
National Emergency Mana-
gement Agency, (NEMA),
retired AVM Audu Bida
made the assertion yesterday
while speaking at a one day
sensitization campaign on
CSM, cholera and measles,
organised by the north-east
zonal office of the agency in
Maiduguri .

Represented by the
Commandant, 306 Air wing
command of the Nigeria Air
Force, Maiduguri,
Commodore Ali Abacha, the
NEMA boss_observed that
majority of the victims of the
killer disease were those
living in densely populated
areas where there is absence
of adequate cross ventilation
due to excess buildings.
“People who are mostly

Ir;discﬁminafeﬁuﬂding of

From Mustapha Isah
Kwaru, Maiduguri

affected by this scourge are
those that live in densely
populated areas which have
no space between buildings
for enough ventilation

coupled with the poor
sanitary and drainage
system”, he added.
According to him, reports
from the states on the
increasing cases of CSM and
other related diseases this
year are too alarming and

Why meningitis increases in Northeast, by NEMA

unacceptable. He explained
further that it was pathetic to
note that despite strenuous
campaigns conducted with
aim of reducing the high rate
of the diseases and minimise
loss of lives, the situation
worsened.

Northern Union presses for region’s development

orthern governors
have again been
asked to intensify

efforts at salvaging the region
from its present position. The
call was made by the
chairman, Elders Council of
the Northern Union, Dr
Olusola Saraki when he paid
a courtesy visit to Governor
Ibrahim Shekarau of Kano
State yesterday.

Saraki said Northern
governors had great
challenges ahead of them if
they were to move the region
forward, saying it was high
time the governors stopped
singing praises of the late

From Halima Musa, Kano 1

Northern premier, Slr
Ahmadu Sardauna but
emulate his good qualities.

He said they should also |

execute projects that impact
positively on people’s lives so
that even after leaving office
they could be remembered by
their people. Saraki who said
they were touring the
Northern states to remind the
governars and people of the
region of the challenges
ahead so that concerted
efforts would be made to
reverse the trend, noted; “we
have embarked on this tour

to meet with all stakeholders
to remind them of the need to
work as a collective body
towards moving our region
forward,” he said.

He also urged the
northern governors to give
full support to the Yar’ adua
administration so that it
could work effectively to
move the nation forward.

Responding, Malam
Ibrahim Shekarau said the
tour was timely,
commending the effort of the
Northern Union Elders
council. He observed that
unity is a good factor in
promoting development.
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Ex-minister attacked

by armed robbers

obbers yesterday ( By Misbahu Bashir & yesterday,” he said. : thief went to the house and occupants. He said the lead to the arrest of the thief

raided the Abuja Ibraheem A. Fatai He said the police he has adequate knowledge police have gathered and the recovery of the
s AN homef osf tforn;‘er i e S TaRiE and suspected that only one of the house and the sufficient facts that would stolen items. t
minister o tate” for == —

then went back to the room and
ransacked the place. It was
then Waziri perceived he was
not alone. He suspected the
had a pre-knowledge of the
house because they knew
exactly where to go. “They
ransacked the brief cases in my
room and went away with
some valuable documents, Not
that alone, they equally went
to my wife’s room and packed
all her jewelries and that of my

“Agriculture, Adamu Maina
Waziri and Stole an
unspecified amount of
money and valuables. They
arrived  his  Maitama
residence in the early hours
of yesterday. They Jjumped
over the fence and gained
entrance into the building by
scaling  the balcony.
Narrating his ordeal to our
reporter yesterday, the
former Minister, who was

also the PDP Gubernatorial
candidate in the last election
in Yobe State said one of
them first entered his wife’s

daughters, some of which are
as old as 20 years. i

“At about 5.30 in the
money when we were very

sure that the armed robbers
would have gone completely,
we raised alarm and my
domestic staff came and broke
the toilet door for us to come
out,” he said.

The Public Relations
Officer of the Federal Capital
Territory Police Command,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Moshood Jimoh said
the former Minister had

room through the living room
and asked her to lead him to
her husband’s room,

"My wife led him to my
room and he demanded that
I should give them money
adding that they were not in
my house to hurt any
member of my household,
but to get money from me, [
gracefully opened my brief
case and asked them to take

<

a Yar’adu, PDP Natial Chairman Vincent Ogblilafor and Senate President David
in Abuja yesterday. Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

From right: President Umaru Mus
Mark at the 47" PDP NEC meeting

whatever they wanted to
take,” he said. The robber
took what he wanted and
then marched him, his wife
and the children to

System (IF
National Democratic Institute (

reported the matter to them.
“The former Minister

reported the case at the

Divisional Police Station in

Maitama around 1:00 pm

S), imexnational Republican Instftute (IRI} and ;f

NDI) attracted top politicians,

including the presidential candidate of All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP) in 2003 and 2007, General Mohammed Buhari

(rtd); former Senate President,

of Representatives speaker Bello Masari, and the National
Chairman of Action Congress, Chief Bisi Akande,
“The attempt to retain the same structures and processes

Ken Nnamani, former House

that necessitated the current effort at electoral reform and

the rising anxiety about
will overheat the polity.

future elections is unhealthy and
“In any conflict between the

expressed will of the people and the wishes of the Executive
or elected representatives, the will of the people should be
allowed to prevail. The F ederal Government should give in

to the will of Nigerians

as expressed through the ERC
the communiqué said.

| By Tashikalmah Hallah & Nasi

: T he House of Representatives day said about

§ cight millions Nigerians in D spora may face

deportation as from next y ir passports are
Chairman of Committee on Diasp:
Erewa (AC, Lagos) said this when the ¢

Comptroller General of Nigeria Immigrati
Chukwurah Udeh on the need to urge
situation before it slips out of hand.

on Services, Mr

ntly rescue the
She said: “when we met

these people in their different countries, they were asking
what happens to them when their passports expire by next

year? There are no facilities
electronic passports. We are
Nigerians. So my question is:
their passports expire?
Responding, Mr Udeh a

deportation, saying the Nigerian Immigration Service has

abroad for them to get the
talking about eight millions
what happens to them when

llayed fear over Nigerians

introduced a new method of passports renewal without

hindrance. He said:
has come up with a programm

“Our Project Implementation Committee

¢ of roll out, where passports

will be renewed for those in Diaspora. We have rolled out in

US, UK, South Africa, Spain
“The beauty of what we

and India”, .
are doing is that we have a

Mobile Acquisition System which is designed to address

the issue of acquisition by

proxy because our travel

documents cannot be acquired by proxy anymore. So what
we have now will take care of acquisition by proxy and also

take care of the physically

—>—'

challenged persons,” he added. |

_ | Representatives threatening

Reps threaten takin

he political crisis

I rocking Ogun state
assumed a new
dimension yesterday with
the House of

to invoke section 9
subsections 4 of the 1999
constitution to instill sanity
in the polity if the State
House of Assembly fails to
reconvene before April 14th.

The Ogun state House
of Assembly has not sat for
the past one month, a
development the MPs said
violated section 104 of the
constitution which
stipulates the days each

_ | Houses of Assembly sits.

Rep Halims Agoda(PDP-
Delta) speaking on a ‘matter

Lafiagi heads PDP

ormer  President
F Olusegun Obasanj
will remain ~“Ahe
chairman of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) BOT
until June 2011 when his term
expires.
Yesterday the National
Executive Committee (NEC)

recommendation of the
National Working

| Committee (NWC) that the

office of the chairman of the
Board of Trustees (BOT) be
thrown open to all eligible
members of the Board in
2011. :
The former President
Obasanjo and the Secretary
| of the Board, Alhaji
Abdullahi Adamu were not
at yesterday’s meeting. The
former BOT chairman, Chief
Tony Anenih was however
present at the meeting that
lasted for about four hours.
| It was also gathered that
| the meeting endorsed the
| April 20 date chosen for the
| party’s Special Convention
| where the current rule for the

| BOT positions is expected -

| to be amended.
The NEC also endorsed

_ | of the Peoples Democratic
~ | Party (PDP) endorseéd the

By Tashikalmah Hallah &
Nasidi A. Yahaya

of urgent public importance’
drew the attention of the
members on the impending
danger over the Ogun
House’s  failure to sit for
four weeks when the House
is not on recess. He said:
“Recent reports on the
inactivity of the Ogun state
House of Assembly as an
affront on the social,
economic and - political
interests of the people of the
state,” he said. -

Rep Abdul Ahmed Ningi
(PDP, Bauchi State)
Chairman Committee on
Police Affairs said the
/committee invited the

| By Muideen Olaniyi
;—\‘.—_A

that the party revert/to its
1998 constitution and the
2006 amended constitution
be rendered null and void.

Though the issuance of
the communiqué was
delayed till today due to,
what Daily Trust learnt, was
‘technical reason’, the NEC
approved the
recommendation that
delegates to the national
convention of the party be
reduced.

With the new guidelines,
former governors, ministers
and former members of the

National Assembly would be -

made automatic delegates to
the conventions.

It was learnt that areas
also endorsed by the NEC for
ratification during the April
20 Special National
Convention of the party so
“that instead of 25 delegates
composition of the state and
local government, should be
amended to read “15
delegates from each of the
wards of the local
government elected at the
ward congresses”

The NEC, Daily Trust

g

over Ogun Assembly

Inspector General of Police
on the prevailing situation in
Ogun State but regretted that
the Inspector General of
police could not give
satisfactory answer.

According to him, the
IGP told him that his hands
are tied on the situation
stating that “Mr Speaker, my
Colleagues, what = is
happening in Ogun State is
like a coup, a development
where the legislative arm has
not been functioning for the
past one month reminds us
of the military era. Most of
our political class are still
having this mindset”, he
added.

Also Rep Patrick
Ogbahiagbon (PDP, Edo

further learnt, had replaced
the automatic delegates from
the wards, local governments
and state chapters of the
party to be replaced by former
governors and deputy
governors elected on the
platform of the party provided
that they are still members of
the party.

Others to be included in
the new lists of automatic
delegates are former members
of the national, zonal and

. State working committee,

former local government
party chairmen and former
members of the national
assemblies and former local
government council chairmen
and vice chairmen.

Meanwhile, the NEC has
approved the nomination of
the former governor of Kwara
state, Alhaji Shaba Lafiagi as
the chairman of the Special
Convention Committee of the
party. The 99 -member
Convention committee which
had Joseph Pango as
secretary is expected to work
towards the success of the
April 20 convention.

The committee. was
inaugurated by the PDP
National Chairman, Prince

State) described Ogun State
a ‘failed state’ and
advocated for the immediate
invoking of section 9 sub
section 4 ‘to save our
democracy’. But, Rep
Gbenga Oduwaiye (PDP,
Ogun State) protested the
description of Ogun State as
a failed state saying, “Mr
Speaker, I am from Ogun
State and as responsible
citizen of the state, I cannot
sit down to watch a Member
from Edo State calling my
state a failed state. I strongly
take exception to that, Mr
Speaker it may interest you
that it was in Edo State a
Commissioner of Police was
ambushed and six police
officers were killed”.

convention c¢’ttee

Vincent Ogbulafor yesterday
after the meeting.
Present at the

yesterday’s meeting were
President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua, Vice presidcnt Dr. _
Goodluck Jonathan, Senate
President David Mark,
Speaker, House of
Representatives, Dimeji
Bankole, Governor Liyel
Imoke (Cross River) , Bukols
Saraki, (Kwara), Adebayo
Alao-Akala (Oyo), Gbenga
Daniel  (Ogun) and
Olagunsoye  Oyinlola
(Osun).

Others were Governor
Emmanuel Uduaghan
(Delta), Muazu Babangida
Aliyu (Niger), Namadi
Sambo (Kaduna), Jonzh
Jang (Plateau), Akwe Doma
(Nasarawa), Danjuma Goje
(Gombe), Murtala Nvako
(Adamawa), Gabriel Suswan.

(Zamfara), Dep
President Ike Ekw:
Dr Banabas Gemz
Godsday Orubeb

Senate presidc :t
Nnamani, FCT {ini
Adamu Aleiro
Ibrahim Lame (*
Police Affairs} an




igeria owes the
World Bank $3.2
billion out of the
_country’s total foreign debt
of $3.75 billion, the Minister
Finance said yesterday in
Abuja.

Dr. Mansur Muhtar made
the remark while signing
additional $50 million
International Development
Association (IDA) credit
from the bank. He said the
new credit is to finance polio
eradication project in the
country. e

_ He said $500 million out
of the total country’s debt
portfolio was gotten from
the African Development
‘Bank (AfDB) while the
remaining balance is owed
to other multilateral
agencies.

Yesterday’s signing was
performed by Dr. Mansur
and the World Bank’s
country Director, Onnoh
Ruhl. :

Asked if Nigeria was not
again getting into debt trap
with the signing of
additional foreign credits,
the Minister said the loans
were all interest free.

The minister said: “This
kind of loan can be justified.
There is investment in
human capital and with the
effort I personally put on as
the Director-General of the
Debt Management Office
(DMO) to exit the Paris Club
debt, I would not do
anything now that could get
us into debt trap.

The IDA credit, ag'you
are aware, is awhxghly
concessional facxhty “with a
repayable period of 40
years, including a 10 year
moratorlum At attracts a
commltmen{ charge of 0.50
percent per annum payable
on the undisbursed amount
and a service charge 0of 0.75
percent per annum payable
on the amount withdrawn.”

The World Bank’s
country Director said the
credit facility signed
yesterday was the project
supports for the last push
to eradicate polio globally.

Ruhl said Nigeria is the
only country in Africa where
polio is still endemic. Other
three countries in the world
where polio cases are still
high come from Asia. They
are India, Pakistan and
Afganistan.

Mansur said Nigeria
sought for and obtained
polio credit because it falls
within the World Bank’s
social development
category and because it
does not attract counterpart
funds as an effective
condition.

By Idris Ahmed

He said there are three
components to the ongoing
partnership for polio project
such as procurement of Oral
Polio Vaccine, supplemental

operation, such as social
mobilization, cold chain and
capacity building and
effective monitoring of the
programme.

“The first component,

~ which is being financed by

Nigeria owes World Bank $3. 2bn — Mansur

the IDA under the National
Primary Health Care
Dévelopment  Agency
(NPHCDA), is for the
procurement of Oral Polio
Vaccines”, the Minister said.

Blackout imminent as power
drops by 700mw

supply

he epileptic power

situation in the

country may worsen
as electricity supply
dropped by about 700 mega-
watts yesterday as a result
of shortage of gas supply
to some of the nation’s
power stations.

In a statement yesterday,
the management of the
Power Holding Company of
Nigeria (PHCN) said it had
shut down its power
stations at Olorunsogo,
Omotosho and Delta due to
the close down of Otorogu
Gas station by the Nigerian
Gas Company (NGC).

NGC said the Otorogu
Gas station was vandalized
on April 1. “As a result of
this development,
Olorunsogo, Omotosho and
Delta power stations have
been completely shut down
while Egbin, PHCN’s largest

___In Tomorrow s

power station is constrained
to reduce its generation to
400MW?”, the statement has
said adding that, “already
Sapele power station was
shut down since November
2008 as a result of gas
limitation”.

The company said the
loss in gas supply has
resulted to a cut back in
generation by over 700mw,
and will entail load shedding
in many parts of the country.

The shutdown of
Otorogu gas station, the
management said has further
reduced power generation
capacity below 2,500 mw.

Daily Trust gathered
that as at last week, Nigeria’s

Power generation capacity _

stood at 2,900 mw. But with
the loss of 700 mw, power
generation now remains

somewhere around 2,200
mw >

According to industry
watchers, withe  the
persistent breakdown of the
gas supply to power
stations, President Umar
Musa Yar’adua’s power
generation target of 6000mw
by the end of December this
year and 10000 mw by 2011
will be unattainable.

Last November, PHCN
had announced loss of
about 1000 mw generation
capacity from the national
grid as Sapale power station
was shutdown, while Egbin
ran at further reduced
capacity.

The Nigerian Gas
Company and Shell
Petroleum have attributed
the gross shortfall in gas
supply to the vandalisation
of their gas pipeline
facilities.
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FG mulls amnesty for militants

Continued from Page 1
Force (JTF) to enforce law
and order, and have worked
out new rules of engage-
ment for the JTF, giving it a
period of six months. Next
week, the National Security
Council will meet to finalise
these new rules for engage-
ment to grant amnesty to all
those ready to lay down
their arms and ammunition
and be integrated into the
Nigerian society. The gov-
ernment . has released
enough funds to the JTF to
acquire proper capacity to
be able to enforce law and
order in the region.

“Also, we are working
on terms for the granting of
amnesty for all those who
are prepared to lay down
their arms in the Niger Delta
region. And this amnesty
will include not only laying
down their arms but reinte-
grating them and rehabilitat-
ing them into the Nigerian
society.”

He said the government
is working on a holistic de-

. organized, expedite ’

bout 10 persons have been reported
Alﬁdlled in the past 72 hours in renewed
ult violence in tertiary institutions

across Ogun State.

Five died at the Ago Iwoye campus of the
Olabisi Onabanjo University (OOU) between
Wednesday and yesterday while another five
were reported to have been killed at
Onikolobo area of the Ogun state-owned
Moshood Abiola Polytechnic (MAPOLY)
Abeokuta. ;

velopment and implementa-
tion of the Niger Delta mas-
ter plan, adding that the
Ministry of Niger Delta Af-
fairs was created to cham-
pion holistic development of
- the region.:

He added that the admin-
istration has been releasing
full funds to the Niger Delta
Development Commission
(NDDC).

Yar’adua also spoke on
Nigeria’s absence from the
London meeting of leaders
of the 20 most developed

opment.

He said he wondered
why a country like Nigéria
with high population,€apac-
ity and ability had been un-
able to realise its great po-
temtinlen o

Continued from Page 1 -

ain, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
South Korea, Turkey and the
United States sealed the deal
at their London summit,

Announcing the agree-

re ormcan
. ment, their host, British Prime

10 fear~ ' dead in cultist violence in Ogun

| From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokut
B rom enmnde n}eml, eoKuta 4!

The state police command confirmed the
death of one person in the Abeokuta clash, and
the arrest of nine members of the Eiye frater-
nity.

Though details of the clash among the rival
cults could not be ascertained as press time,
the Police Public Relations Officer, Muyiwa
Adejobi told Daily Trust on telephone that the
dead cultist was from the Aye (Axe) group.

economies of the worlq;~
saying it was a sad devel-# some aspects of the seven

He said: “I must say that
today is a sad day for me and
I'think it should be for all Ni-
gerians.

When 20 leaders of the
leading countries of the
world are meeting and Nige-
ria is not there. This is some-
thing we need to reflect
upon. We have the popula-
tion. We have the potentials.
We have the capacity and
ability. We have the collec-
tive wisdom. What do we
lack? Is it the will that we

- lack? Honestly and sin-
cerely, to realise these po-
tentials, potential is nothing
unless it is realised. No mat-
ter the potential you have,
unless you work on it, it
would not be realised. This
is what the. PDP must do to
realise these potentials.”

On the global economic
meltdown, President
Yar’adua said it is now af-
fecting the country but
added that solutions would
require discipline and sacri-
fices of all Nigerians to take
measures to mitigate its ef-
fects. He said efforts would
be taken to ensure that the
crisis does not degenerate
into a great hardship for Ni-

SRS

The President who said
the solution may not come
this year, a statement which
he said was also attested to
by the World Bank, however

.thought that it may be tack-
led head-on by the year
2010. This country would
come out of the crisis even
stronger, he said.

» He said, “Why we are

: making efforts to implement

point agenda, we are all
aware of the global financial
crisis that has befallén the
world in general. Indeed, as
we are meeting today here,
20 leaders of the 20 most
. developed nations of the

Minister Gordon Brown, said:
“Today we have reached a
new consensus, that we take
global action together to deal
with problems we face, that
we will do what is necessary
to restore growth in jobs, that
we will take essential action
_ to rebuild confidence and
trust in our financial system”.
The prime minister said
“the world came together to
fight back against the global
recession, not with words but
with a plan for global recov-
ery and reform and with a
clear timetable for its delivery.
“For the first time we have
acommon approach to clean-
ing up banks around the
world, to restructuring of the
world financial system. We
have maintained our commit-

world are holding ameeting megawatts of generated
in London trying to work electricity to be fully trans-
out a solution to the prob- mitted and distributed by the
lem of global financial crisis  end of this year, are in place.
and the global financial melt- He said the plans have
down. been concluded and imple-
“This has affected this mentation has begun and all
country and any other coun-  the required funding for the
try throughout the world attainment of the objective
and the crisis is nota joke; it is in place.
is real and it demands disci- He added that the plans
pline and sacrifices forusto  to generate 10,000 mega-
take measures to mitigate watts of electricity by year
the effects of this crisisand 2011 have been concluded
ensure that the crisis does  and implementation hasalso .
not degenerate in this coun- begun and all the' funding
try into a great hardship for required is also in place.
our people and to ensure He said the government
that Nigeria comes out of is working on the concession
this crisis stronger than it of eight major highways in-
has weakened it. cluding Benin-Shagamu and
“I want to make a gen- Kano-Abuja. Strategic
eral commentnotonly toour  roads have also been taken
great party but to all Nigeri-  for rehabilitation, he said. He
ans. This crisis is real; it is  said within the next one
not a joke. And its source is week, the Federal govern-
not from this country. Nige- - ment would announce the
ria and other undeveloped concessioning of Ibadan-
countries did not cause it in  Lagos expressway while the
any way. This crisis began contract will be awarded at
in the most developed mnext’s Federal Executive
economies- in the United Council meeting for its reha-

States and Western Europe.

bilitation. “On the other stra-

And to a great extent, some tegic ones upon which we

of the Asian economies.
And it has spread through-

have worked with the Na-
tional Assembly, the con-

~out the world.-We-cannot__ fracts will be awarded before

see the end of this crisis
within 2009; the World

Bank, the IMF and all other
institutions are saying that
there is no solution in 2009.

In fact, if the global effort is

going to make impact at all it

may have to start some-
where, if we are very lucky
in the year 2010. Why we are
in this crisis, we must make
sacrifices; and we must be
realistic, we must look be-
yond ourselves; it is a col-
lective responsibility of the
nation.”

- On power and energy,
Yar’adua said all plans for
the attainment
government’s target 0of 6,000

G-20 unveils $1 trillion rescue

ment to help the world’s poor-
est,” the prime minister said.
He added, “This is a collec-
tive action of people around
the world working at their
best.”

On Wednesday, French
President Nicolas Sarkozy
and German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel called for tighter
financial regulation rather
than simple economic stimu-
lation, warning that they
would not sign up to a
communiqué that did not in-
clude meaningful action.
Among the principles agreed
yesterday include the mea-
sures they had called for as
regards to tightening global
financial regulations.

In herteaction, the Ger-
man Chancellor described the

the end of April,” he added.

Earlier, PDP National
Chairman Prince Vincent
Ogbulafor said the party
was financially handi-
capped, saying “non-com-
pliance with Article 18 (2) b
of the PDP constitution
which states that public of-
fice holders must contribute
5% of their annual basic sal-
ary would attract serious
consequences.”

The highlight of the
opening session was the
formal welcome extended to
Zamfara State governor
Alhaji Mahmuda Aliyu

of Shinkafi, who decamped to

the PDP late last year.

package

agreement as “very, very
good, almost historic compro-
mise,” saying it would give
the world “clearer financial
market architecture”.

Thousands of anti-capi-
talist protestors spent two
days in London demonstrat-
ing against the summit, some-
times violently, clashing with
the police.

At least one man has
been killed and several oth-
ers, including many police-
men, have been injured in the
protests. The Independent
Police Complaints Commis-
sion said the death was being
investigated after the matter
was referred to them by both
the City of London Police and
the Metropolitan Police
vice.

L




Turai warns mothers against

| in the country to desist from
| feeding their children with

By Yunus Abdulhamid

ren’s Parliament convened
by the Consumer Protection
Council (CPC) on the com-

junk foods, mostly knownas memoration of  the
| fast food to avoid the nega- World Consumer Rights
tive consequences associ-  Day.

Turai, who was repre-
sented by the wife of the Vice
President Dame Patience
Goodluck Jonathan., said
“the entire womenfolk of Ni-
geria should desist from feed-
ing their children with fast
foods at the slightest
prompting. The real African
value which promotes the
preparation of highly nutri-

She said experts have
confirmed that increase in
the eating of junk foods is
responsible for many diet re-
lated diseases like obesity,
diabetes, cancer, heart prob- -
lems, dental and visual retar-
dation.

The First Lady disclosed
this at the Nigerian Child-

tious foods at the home
stead for the feeding of the
family, even in the face of
pressure of life is much
healthier habit.”

Earlier in her remarks, the
Director General of the CPC
Mrs Ify Uwenyi said about
17.6 million children aged five
years and below are esti-
mated to be overweight
worldwide as a result of a
possible fall out of frequent
consumption of unhealthy
food.

She said consumption of
junk food prepared by fast
food sellers with appealing
advertisement to entice un-

feeding kids with

junk foods
suspecting consumers, espe-
cially children, is becoming
a common happening due to
modern day economic reali-
ties that put undue pressure
on long cultural values.
“The struggle to make
ends meet daily is tearing
family apart, giving parents
little attention to the con-
sumption pattern of their
children. The confectionery
industry is cashing in on this
situation, using attention
grabbing marketing tools to
get our children hooked.
Such tools are cartons and
fantasy figures among oth=
ers,” she said. ;

Minister of Finance Dr. Mansur Mukhar
agreement of 50 million dollars additional
World Bank, Abuja, yesterday.

(right) with World Ba Country Dictor Onno Rauh after the signing of axi
financing for polio eradication project between the federal government and the

Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

BPE boss

e Director-Generalof
Bureau of Publi¢ En-
terprises (BPE)'Dr.

Christopher Anyanwu has
appealed to members of the
House of Representatives to
give him the negcssary sup-
port in the bid to give the
privatisation exercise a face
lift

.Anyanwu made the ap-

on members of the House of
Representatives Committee
on Privatization.

He said his appointment
is a great mission to refocus
the process of privatization
in the country and increase
its pace for greater results.

regular 1 n throug
Economic Community of “We are i«
WestAfrica(ECOWAS).  eral relations throug

Torres-Quevedo, who tions with the cotntri :
nade this known during his  well as between Spair : »

peal during a courtesy-catl—

He sought the support
and cooperation of the leg-
islators especially in the area
of quick enactment of pend-
ing reforms bills prepared by

{—ByY'unus Abdulhamid

the BPE to- hasten the pro-
cess of privatization.

“I have a mission to do
privatization professionally,
eliminate obstacles gener-
ated by self-interest and
maximize the benefits of

. privatizationto all Nigerians.
0 do things
right, transparently and le-

he Court of Appeal sit
ting in Abuja yester
day upheld an appeal
filed by Senator Effiong Bob

challenging the decision of
an Abuja Federal High Court
which held that he was not
the rightful candidate of the
Peoples Democratic Party

solicits lawmakers’ supportonp

gally to unnecessary
distractions by being invited
by National Assembly com-
mittees angd’ security agen-
cies to ansier queries on our
transactions,” he said.

In his remarks, the chair-
man of House of Represen-
tatives Committee on
Privatization Alhaji Njidda
Ge i -

1la_sai
pressed by the candour and
commitment of Anyanwu

By Ibrahim Khalil Aminu

(PDP)

Delivering judgment, Jus-
tice Ayobode Lokulo-Sodipe
held that there was no co-
gent and verifiable reason
adduced by PDP to the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) to
warrant substituting Senator
Bob with Chief Ime Albert
Akpan.

The judge aiso noicd that
the name of Senator Effiong
Bob got to INEC first and
there was no sufficient rea-
son given by PDP to change

| the name with that of the re-

spondent and that the elec-
toral Act 2006 stipulates that
a political party cannot sub-

| stitute the name of its candi-

rivatisation
over the privatisation pro-
cess.
Members of the commit-
tee advised the new DG to
follow due process and le-
gality in doing privatization
and ensure wide consulta-
tions and strict monitoring
of privatized enterprises to
en aee .
tracts and remittance of
privatization proceeds to the
treasury promptly.

Appeal Court affirms Senator Effiong’s election

date without cogent and veri-
fiable reason.

The judge agreed with
the position of counsel to
Senator Bob, Asam Asam
that the purported substitu-
tion of the name of Senator
Bob with Chief Akpan did
not follow the due process
and laid down rules.

Besides, the judge noted
that for a party to give “not
quffininat mfremation” as @

cas.. ... ouostituting a
candidate cannot be tenable
since such reason cannot be
in the realm of ‘cogent and
verifiable reason’ as pro-
vided in the electoral Act
2006.

The court therefore held
that the appeal is meritorious
and it duly succeeds.
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resident Umaru Musa
PYar’aduahasassuredNi—

gerians that there would
be substantial improvement in
power supply in the country
in the next eight months.

“For the avoidance of doubt,
we are committed, within the
next eight months, to substan-
tial improvement in power sup-
ply, transportation, including
roads and railways, security
agriculture, health care, educa-
tion and the Niger-Delta,” he
said while declaring open the

Yar’adua

promises improved electricity

in eight
From Ismail Mudashir,
Kaduna

5th All Nigerian Editors Con-
ference in Kaduna yesterday.
Tthe president said for the
firsttime in several years, gov-
ernment appropriation had
been tailored to meet specific
goals as ministries had been

months

given targets to deliver by the
end of the year.

The President who was rep-
resented by the Minister of
State for Information, Alhaji
Ikra Aliyu Bilbis expressed the
hope that by the end of the
year, Nigerians would begin to
enjoy ameasure of stable elec-
tricity.

Reiterating the determina-

.country’s

prominent pohticlan was
thugs to trace you '
God will be with

From left: Mrs. Laureen Harper, wife of Canz&ﬁan Prime
of Indian Prime Minister; and Mrs. Michelle Obama, wife of US President Barack Obama
during a visit to the Royal Opera House, London, during the G20 meeting yesterday. Pic: AFP.

er; Mrs. Gursharan Kaur, wife

tion of his administration to
reversg the decay in the
infrastructure,
Yar’adua said N460 billion had
been earmarked in this year’s
budget for the revival and
strengthening of critical infra-
structure.

“Our strategy is to place pri-
ority on those sectors that will
facilitate the resuscitation of
the economy and bring imme-
diate relief'to the vast majority
of our people. We have no
doubt that this strategy will
work because, for the first time
in a long while, governmetit
has produced a performance-
based budget with cleartargets
and time lines,” he said.

He however solicited the
support and cooperation of the
media for successful imple-
mentation of policies and
programmes of his administra-
tion.

“As gatekeepers in the busi-
ness of information gathering
and dissemination, we specifi-
cally appeal to you to ensure
fairness and balance in the
treatment of government poli-
cies and programmes. Practi-
tioners must strive at all times
to rise to the responsibility of
providing accurate, factual and
balanced information devoid of
any prejudices. On our part, we
commit ourselves to an open
door policy that compels gov-
ernment officials to deal trans-
parently with the media,” he
said.

Earlier in his address, the
NGE president, Mr. Gbenga
Adefaye lamented the sorry
state of the country and called
for the total overhaul of the
country for the benefit of the

citizenry.

Mr Gbenga Adefaye
yesterday in Kaduna urged
editors to integrate the Nigé-
ria Union of Jounalists (WUJ)
in its activities. Adefaye gave
the advice in Kaduna while
welcoming delegates to the
5th NGE conference tagged
“Vision 20/2020 and the Nige-
rian Editors : the imperative of
knowledge.” :

He urged editors to elevate

astatus where jour-
#nalists could perform effec-
tively and efficiently in their
daily editorial assignments.
“Editors need to coneern
themselves with the activities
of the NUJ because when they
leave their official seats they
will still remain reporters for
life,” he said.

The NGE president ex-
plained that the conference
was designed for the editors
to clear the cynical belief of

the people about the ngenan
economy.

“So many wotild ask and
rightly too: What is the busi-
ness of the Nigerian editor
with public sloganeering?
What concern of the editor is
it with official posturing?
There is a straight answer to
that: Whereas governments
would come and go, Nigeria
remains. So visioning for it
should not be a government
project,” he said.

e Academic Staff
Union of Universities
(ASUU) in both Fed-
eral University of Agriculture,
Makurdi (FUAM) and Benue
State University (BSU) also in
Makurdi have threatened to
resume strike if the Federal
Government continues to re-
nege on implementation of lec-
turers of 2 varsities entered
with the unionin 2001.

At ajoint news conference
at the BSU chapter secretariat
in Makurdi yesterday, the two
chapters decried the delay in
signing the 2001 agreement.

The lecturers also criticised
President Umaru Yar’adua for
failing to reinstate the 49 lec-
turers of the University of
Tlorin who were sacked for em-
barking on a strike several

\From Hir Joseph, Makurdi|

years back.

Delivering the text of the
news conference, the BSU
chapter chairman, Mr. Raph
Amokaha said the two
branches were unsatisfied
with the president’s claim that
the matter was in the court and
could not be interfered with in
the spirit of the Rule of Law.

“Government had conve-
niently forgotten that Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution
(ADR) was not only lawful
but encouraged by the judi-
ciary. The same government
had pursued ADR in the mat-
ter of ownership of NICON
between it and Jimoh Ibrahim”,
Amokaha said.

Mr. Amokaha who was with

Agreement threaten strike over a&reement

the FUAM chapter chairman,
Mr. Daniel Amine, the BSU
secretary and treasurer, Victor
Igbum and member, Genyi re-
spectively, expressed concern
that even after ASUU entered
into renegotiation with the
Federal Government in De-
cember 2008 on the 2001
agreement, there has been no
response from government till
NOW.

“It is the opinion of ASUU-
BSU and ASUU-FUAM that
continued delay by govern-
ment in consenting to and
signing the agreement is in bad
faith and provocative,”
Amokaha said, and passed the
resolve of the two chapters to
embark on a strike ifthe Fed-
eral Government continues
the delay.

President urges editors to integrate NUJ

e President, Nigerian ;
Guild of Edltoxs (NGEY’

Adefaye said editors were
leaders placed by assignment
to moderate communication
and information exchange. He
added that “editors who con-
stitute the leadership of the
newsrooms have constitu-
tional obligations under the
1999 constitution of oversight
functions over all arms of the
government including the pri-
vate sector.”

Adefaye said to achieve the
set goals by the guild, NGE
invited those-in government
to the four-day conference “to-
put their facts on the table and
let the editors discuss them”.

“We seek to put in perspec-
tive the desires and the needs
of Nigerians and establish ob-
servable verifiable indicators
of excellence by which to
Jjudge our steps toward Vision
20/2020,” the NGE president
said.

He urged editors to help in
fast tracking the realisation of
President Umaru Yar’adua’s
Vision 20/2020 for the nation.

“We will like the editors to
be equipped with
comparatives. Perhaps, that
should help the mass media
to make inputs into the bud-
get planning process and
monitor budget execution, on
arolling plan basis for Nige-
ria, ’Adefaye said. (NAN)
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" Yar’adua, Jonathan to
campaign for Oni
e

From Ralph Adekunle, Ado-Ekiti
President Umaru Musa Yara’adua and Vice President

Goodluck Jonathan are expected to lead the campaign
train of Mr. Segun Oni, the PDP Governorship candidate
in Ekiti State for the rerun election to Irepodun/Ifelodun Local

- w GOvernment Area in Igede-Ekiti on F riday and Saturday. Senate

President David Mark and Speaker, House of Representatives,
Dimeji Bankol¢' as-well as all the federal lawmakers in the
southwest will join the campaign tour. The Director of
Communication and Strategy, PDP in Ekiti State , MIr. Jackson
Adebayo in a statement in Ado-Ekiti yesterday said President
Yara’dua would arrive Ado-Ekiti on Saturday for the rally while
the Vice President Goodluck Jonathan would arrive today for
the rally. The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) called on the
people of the state to come out enmass to welcome the President
and the Vice President.

Biu monarch backs state varsity

mir of Biu, Alhaji Umar Mustapha, on Wednesday
Edeclared support for the establishment of Borno State

University. Mustapha spoke while receiving members
of the technical committee on the establishment of the university
in his palace in Biu. He described government’s initiative as a
welcome development in view of the increasing number of
students seeking admission into universities. The Emir advised
the state government to focus attention on upgrading facilities
in state-owned institutions to improve the standard of
education in Borno. Earlier, the Chairman of the technical
committee, Prof Mohammed Nur-Alkali, had informed the
traditional ruler that they were to make recommendations on
how best to establish the institution. He said the committee
would also visit the State College of Education in Waka Biu to
interact with the management so as to make recommendations
to government.(NAN)

Niger to license preachers to
curb religious crises

iger State Commissioner of Justice has said
N government would reinvigorate the law on preaching

and license the preachers. Usman disclosed this while
addressing newsmen in Minna on Wednesday. He said the
measure followed series of complaints about the activities of
some religious sects who wanted to cause crisis in the state.
He said the “preachers’ law would be revamped and anyone
who wishes to preach would be interviewed and issued the
license which is valid for three years”. Usman said the Inspector
General of Police, Mr Mike Okiro had written to the state
government about the activities of Kalakato, Sallafiyya and the

- DarriSalam sects. He said government had discovered that

seven of the Kalakato sect, who were instigating the crisis,
were foreigners. According to him, government will liaise with
the relevant agencies to deport them, He promised that
government would sanitise the system and set standard that
would ensure that the preachers operated within the ambit of
the law. He accused elites for patronising the religious sects by
aiding and abating their nefarious activities to the detriment of
the society. Adamu said government had directed traditional
rulers and chairmen of local government councils to study the
preaching law, including that of Zamfara and submit their
recommendations. He said the traditional rulers and chairmen
were expected to monitor the activities of preachers in their
areas and report to government. (NAN)

Ogun guber: Appeal Court
strikes out Daniel’s case

From Yemi Bamidele, /badan
The Court of Appeal in Ibadan yesterday struck out a

case by the governor of Ogun State, Otunba Gbenga

Daniel challenging the right of the President of the
appellate court to set up another panel to re-try the election
petition between him and Senator Ibikunle Amosun, the All
Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP) gubernatorial candidate in
the state.Governor Daniel had through his counsel, Taiwo
Oyetibo, approached a Federal High Court sitting in
Abeokuta and raised a constitutional issue over an alleged
correspondence between Senator Amosun and the President
of the Court of Appeal on the reconstitution of a fresh panel
to hear the ANPP Governorship candidate’s petition. In the
originating summon, Governor Gbenga Daniel had claimed
that the action of the President of the Court of Appeal to
agree to constitute a fresh panel based on a letter from
Senator Amosun was unfair to him, as he should have been
given the opportunity to make a representation. Delivering
judgement yesterday, the Court of Appeal maintained that
the Federal High Court that sat and delivered ruling on the
matter on July 8, 2008 lacked juridiction to hear the case and
as such the referral it made was illegal, null and void.

R P e R MRS STl S S T

he Lagos State
government says
there is an increase in

rape cases as the state
recorded about 20 cases of
rape in the past one month.
The Commissioner for
Women Affairs and Poverty
Alleviation, Mrs. Joke
Orelope-Adefulire made the
disclosure yesterday at a
ministerial press briefing,
According to her, the 20
cases have been referred to
the state Ministry of Justice
for prosecution, adding that
the government would not
tolerate any form of child

From Abdulhakeem
F.Akinola, Lagos

abuse any more in the state.

The commissioner said,
“We have discovered that
most of the rape victims are
the young girls who hawk
g0ods around to assist their
parents. We have a case in
which a 50- year old man
raped a 15-year old girl who
was hawking.”

She also revealed that
there were some illegal day
care centres in the state
where children were being
used as sex workers and for

Mrs. Diezani Alison-Madue
celebration, held in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State,

P :
ke, Minister of

he Nigeria Railway

I Corporation (NRC)

yesterday said it

would soon embark on the

arrest of commuters who

stay on top of moving trains
and rail line defaulters.

The Lagos District
Manager of the corporation,
Mr John Dottie, told
newsmen in Lagos that the
action became necessary
following recent accidents,
one of which resulted in the
death of a woman.

The woman, who had a
baby strapped at her back,
was killed early last month
at Yaba by a mass transit 106
train while crossing the rail
line in spite of the warning
signals from the

alms begging without the
consent of their parents and
guardians.

According to her, some
people visit the day care
centres to hire the children
for alms begging and
possibly to satisfy their
sexual urges.

She said; “We have had
cases where a child from a
day care center developed
complications after she had
been abused. Most parents
do not know about this. That
is why we have intensified
our advocacy on child abuse
8o that parents can be very

Rape cases increase in Lagos

careful about where they
keep their children.” :

- To reduce incidences of
unwanted pregnancies
among young children,
Orelope- Adefulire said the
state government had begun
to arrest roaming pupils on
Lagos Streets. She said,
“The governor, Mr.
Babatunde Fashola had
already approved the
procurement of four buses to
arrest roaming students
while parents who abuse
their children will be
prosecuted.”

]

Mines and Steel Development at this year’s International Women’s Day
recieving an award from the First Lady of Bayelsa State, Mrs. Alayingi Sylva.

approaching train. The baby
survived. In another
incident, a middle-aged man
was wounded at Ikeja
station while trying to
disembark from the top of
the train he boarded at Iddo
station.

The man, who was said
to have missed his steps on
his way down, hit the barrier
placed besides the road and
fell right on the rail line where
the train ran over his leg.

Reacting to both
incidents, Dottie said
policemen had been placed
at strategic places at the
various stations to arrest
offenders. “It is a serious
offence to stay on top of the
train or even obstruct level

crossing and henceforth, we
will not take it easy with
anybody caught,” Dottie
said.

The district manager said
all passengers on the train
had a premium insurance
covering them for every
ticket they paid for “but they
are not covered in an
accident if they stay on top
of the train”. He warned that
anybody who died as a
result of any accident on top
of the train would put his
family in problem as the
police would seize the
corpse and make family
members pay the penalty.

“If on the other hand, he
is lucky to be alive, he will
still be arrested and made to

Railways to arrest

commuters atop trains

pay penalty because this is
the only way we can
dissuade them from risking
their lives on the train,” he
said. He also berated those
who were fond of Jjumping in
and out of the train in
motion, stating that they

- would also be arrested and

treated like those who
climbed on top of the train.

While putting the
minimum penalty at
N100,000, Dotti added that
for any accident that
occurred at a level crossing,
the offender apart from
paying the penalty, would
also be responsible for any
damage on the locomotive.
(NAN)
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Man in court for threatening
former employer

s 20-year-old man, Abiodun Babatunde, was yesterday
brought before a Yaba Magistrate’s Court in Lagos

or allegedly threatening to kill his former employer.
Abiodun appeared before Magistrate Mukaila Fadeyi on a
one-count charge of threat to life. The Prosecutor, Insp.
Benson Emuerhi told the court that the accused was an
employee of the complainant, Mr Ayoola Onajide, before he
was dismissed. Emuerhi added that Babatunde was
dismissed on the ground that the complainant no longer
had any trust in him adding that the accused was fond of
absenting himself from work. He submitted that the accused
wrote a threat letter to Onajide. The Prosecutor said
Babatunde, in the letter, threatened to kill Onajide and
terminate the lives of the complainant’s family, including his
mother, within four days. “Babatunde also wrote that the
complainant should pay a sum of eight million naira to his
Oceanic Bank account No. 2560001010203, ” Emuerhi stated.
He said that the offence was contrary to section 323 of the
Criminal Code, Laws of Lagos State. The accused pleaded
not guilty and was granted bail in the sum of N250,000 with
two sureties in like sum. The magistrate adjourned the case
till April 8, for hearing, The accused is liable to three-years’
imprisonment if convicted.(NAN)

Kebbi MDG awards contract
for 469 projects

1 From Rakiya.A.Muhammad, Sokoto

he Kebbi State office of the Millennium

Development Goals, (MDG) has opened bid for

the award of contracts for 469 projects at the total
cost of N1.8billion. Speaking at the bid opening ceremony,
Special Adviser to the state governor on MDGs, Alhaji
Samaila Augie said out of the 469 projects, 70 were on
renovation and extension of primary health centres at
N977.9million. Others are construction of 42 hand washing
facilities worth N10.5m, 200 VIP toilets at the cost of N84.9m
and construction of 89 hand pumps and boreholes worth
N84.5m. He described the bid opening ceremony as the first
of’its kind in the state. Alhaji Augie disclosed that the state
government had paid its counterpart funding towards
poverty eradication through project intervention in the areas
of health care delivery, skills acquisition, water and sanitation.
He urged those selected to live up to expectation and
demonstrate high sense of responsibility in the execution of
the projects.

Council sacks Federal

Polytechnic Registrar
The Registrar of the Federal Polytechnic, Mubi in

Adamawa, Mr. Pwady Dingoli, has been sacked. A

circular signed by the Director, Information and Protocol
of the polytechnic, Mallam Aliyu Abba, announced the
- appointment of Alhaji Suleiman Buba as the new registrar to
take over from Dingoli. The circular however did not give any
reason why Dingoli was sacked. It said the polytechnic’s
governing council approved the appointment of his replacement
at its inaugural meeting held on Wednesday. The statement
noted that the governing council’s action followed a directive
of the Federal Ministry of Education. The circular called for the
maximum support and cooperation of the polytechnic
community for the new registrar. “The management is requesting
youto please give Alhaji Suleiman the maximum and necessary
cooperation and support to move the institution forward,” it
said. (NAN)

Students to oppose thuggery
in 2011

he National Association of Angas Students in

I Plateau said yesterday in Jos that its members
would resist any attempt to use them as thugs in the

2011 elections. President of the association, Nenfort Gorip,
stated this when he led a delegation on a solidarity visit to
Yohanna Shidams, chairman of Pankshin Local Government
Council. Gorip said that the students were tired of being used
by politicians for political gains only to be abandoned later. He
said that such students abandoned their studies for politics
during elections only for the politicians to ignore them when
they assume office. Gorip who promised that the students
would vote for visionary leaders and avoid moving around
with politicians during election periods, urged Shidams to
appoint students who would from time to time advise him on
matters affecting them. Responding, Shidams warned the
students against abandoning their studies for other activities.
He promised to provide educational materials for them and
ensure that institutions from primary to tertiary level in the
local government received the desired attention. The Angas
tribe is dominant in Plateau Central senatorial district. (NAN)

From left: Chairman, Senate Committee on Communications, Sylvester Anyanwu, Managing Director/Chief Executive
Officer, Galaxy Backbone Plc, Gerald Ilukwe and Manager, Network Operation Centre, Galaxy Backbone Plc Dauda
Oyeleye, during the Facility Tour of Galaxy Backbone Network Operation Centre in Abuja on Wednesday

Pic: Felix Onigbinde

Police kill two robbers,
recover stolen cars in Benue

he police in Benue
T State yesterday shot

dead two armed
robbers who operated in
Makurdi and environs and
recovered two stolen cars
from them.

The Commissioner of
Police, Ibrahim Mohammed
who briefed newsmen on
the success recorded by
the command in its

renewed effort on crime |
said the two robbers werg”

killed during a gun bajfle
with men of the anti-
robbery squad who were on
their trail after they had
snatched some vehicles in
the metropolis and made
away with valuables of
victims.

Ibrahim Mohammed
said the armed robbers were
among the 36 robbers who
recently escaped from the
Makurdi Medium Prisons,
adding that the robbers
who escaped from the
prison penultimate week
had returned to the under-
world and were involved in
a chain of robbery
operations across the state.

“On March 30, the
robbers trailed a lecturer
with the state university to
his house and after
robbing him of his
belongings, took his car,
leaving behind a Mercedes
Benz car which they had
earlier snatched from
another victim and used for
the robbery with the victim

[From Hir Joseph, Makurdi

locked in the boot”, the
commissioner said.

He said after the
robbery operation, victims
ran to the nearby police
station and reported the
case after which the police
swung into action to
tecover the stolen cars.

The robbers according
to the commissioner were
later apprehended in
Nassarawa State by
policemen. He said in the
process of effecting the
arrest, the robbers opened
fire but were over powered
by the police. He said
during investigation, the
police were informed about

the hideout of the
remaining criminals and on
getting there; one of the
robbers was shot dead
while he was trying to
escape.

He warned criminals in
the state to take solace
elsewhere as he said his
command would not
condone their excesses.

he Bauchi State
government on
Wednesday said it

had established 76 Directly
Observe Treatment
Strategy (DOTS) centres to
provide free treatment to
tuberculosis(TB) patients.
Dr Rilwanu Muhammad,
the Executive Secretary,
Bauchi State Agency for
the Control of HIV and
AIDS, Tuberculosis,
Leprosy and Malaria
(BACATMA), said this at
the inauguration of the TB/
HIV synchronised
campaign in Bauchi.
Muhammad said the
centres were established in
various general hospitals,
primary health centres and
the Federal Medical Centre,
Azare, to provide free
drugs and counseling to
infected persons. He said
that more than 2,700 TB
cases were recorded
| between 2007 and 2008 in
| the state. According to him,
| the state government had

established microscopic
centres in each of the 20
local government areas to
enhance treatment of the
disease.

Government, he said,
was also providing free
meal and food supplement
to the patients in addition

to the provision of
technical support to private
hospitals.

¢’ The cure rate and
treatment success for TB
recorded cases are 62.5 and
81.3 per cent respectively
in the last two years. TB
recorded cases and smear
detection is 15.3 per cent in
the state. This is grossly
low compared to the
national smear positive
detection target of 70 per
cent by 2010, he said.

Muhammad said the
state government, in
collaboration with Global
HIV/AIDS  initiative
(GHAIN), the World Bank,
Society for Family Health
(SFH) and other donor

Bauchi establishes" 76 TB centres

agencies had worked out
effective measures to
control the disease.

According to him, a
health technical committee
had been set up to study
the relationship between
HIV virus and TB as well
as streamline campaign
activities against the
scourge.

> HIV and AIDS is
fuelling the TB epidemic
due to the unhealthy
relationship between the
two diseases. We have
trained more than 200
health workers on TB
treatment and contact
tracing to effectively curtail
the spread of the diseases.
We are also providing free
clinical and laboratory
diagnosis to persons
infected with diseases,’” he
said. He said the Agency
had embarked on awaren-
ess campaign to educate
communities on the disea-
ses and encourage them to
go for treatment. (NAN)
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: INTERNAL/EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEM ENT

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the leading UN organization in Reproductive Health and Population and Development, is recruiting personnel

for the following positions in the Field Office in Abuja:

1. : i Vv -
< Post Level: NOC (ICS10)
Duty Post: ABUJA
Type of Contract:  Fixed Term
Duration: One Year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory
performance)

Main Tasks and Responsibilities:

Under the overall supervision of the Representative and direct supervision of the Deputy

Representative, the Programme Specialist will lead UNFPA's work in HIV/AIDS programming

to support the national HIV and AIDS response, work with the national counterparts, the UN

agencies and other partners to undertake the following tasks:

«  Provide substantive leadership and inputs into the design, implementation, monitoring
and evaluation of programmes to increase national HIV prevention coverage with quality
evidence-based comprehensive intervention packages, within the context of the National
Strategic Framework for HIV and AIDS (NSF), taking into account socio-cultural factors.
Waorking in close collaboration with National and state governments, UN Agencies, NGOs
and other partners to ensure that appropriate national capacities are developed for the
scaling up BHIV/AIDS programmes.

= Guide the development and implementation of policies and strategies for further scaling
up the HIV programme activities of UNFPA in close collaboration with National and
state governments, UN Agencies, NGOs and other partners

+  Provide technical assistance for the integration of Sexual and Reproductive Health and
HIV and AIDS into one comprehensive package at the national level. Guide and support
the Operationalization of the package at national and state levels.

*  Guide the implementation of the prevention components of the NSF, working with the
pational and states’ coordinating bodies to increase HIV prevention at community level.

»  Facilitate the involvement of all levels of society namely, government, civil society,
NGOs, FBOs and the private sector in the development of plans, implementation and
evaluation of HIV prevention interventions.

+  Quide the implementation of programmes to empower women and young people to
effectively participate in halting the epidemic.

«  Support the collection (including through operational research) of lessons learnt and best
practices that enhance the effectiveness of HIV prevention interventions, disseminate
them to stakeholders, and advocate, mobilize and convene partners for large-scale up of
response to challenges of HIV/AIDS.

«  Continuously analyze population and development, RH and gender issues with specific .

emphasis on HIV and AIDS in the country and provide data for decision making and
target setting for HIV prevention programming. In addition, provide substantive input
into advocacy strategies taking into account political and social sensitivities. Advocate
and advance UNFPA’s policy agenda by participating in public information events

«  Contribute to analyses of national HIV/AIDS trends, challenges and priorities focusing
on gender issues, women and girls, young people, condom programming. Conduct and
contribute to assessments of gaps in policy environment, policy implementation and
programmatic responses. Review HIV/AIDS related policy and programme documents
and provide recommendations to government counterparts and development partners to
ensure multi-sectoral, gender-sensitive and evidence-based approaches;

e Represent UNFPA in key HIV/AIDS-related fora, including the UN HIV/AIDS Theme
Group, HIV/AIDS Technical Working Group, Country Coordinating Mechanism and
ensure consistent feedback to other UNFPA program sectors on the outcomes and outputs
of these mechanisms and processes.

. Suppon UNFPA’s role in UNCT joint programming for HIV prevention. Facilitate the
convening of the Prevention Group of the UN-Joint Support Programme.

»  Identify funding opportunities and help UNFPA Country Office to mobilize resources
for HIV/AIDS programmes and activities. Support UNFPA Representative to dialogue
and lobby with major funding organizations and development partners to leverage HIV/
AIDS funds towards prevention-including condom programming, and to reach,yyoung

people, women and girls and vulnerable groups. 7 4

+  Undertake any other assignments as may be required by the Representative

Required Competencies:

Core Competencies %
*  Integrity/Commitment to our mandate/Valuing Diversity 2 o
»  Performance Management;
+  Developing People/Coaching and Mentoring & Fostering Innovation and Empowerment;
Working in Teams:
«  Seif-Management/Emotional Intelligence;
*  Analytical and Strategic Thinking and Results Orientation/Commitment to Excellence;
»  Knowledge Sharing/Continuous Leamning

Functional Competencies
. Conceptual Innovation in the provision of technical expertise
) Leveraging the resources of national governments & partners/Building strategic
alliances and partnerships
«  Jobknowledge/Technical expertise: Good knowledge of the HI'V and AIDS epidemic,
dynamics and impact.

The Ideal Candidate should:

. Be a Nigerian National {Male or Female)

¢ Be a Medical Doctor with a post-graduate degree in Public Health orhavea PhDin 2
related Social Science field.

«  Possess professional experience of a minimum of 15 years preferably in programme/
project management in the public and/or private sector linked to gender issues.

= Possess good technical drafting and report/proposal writing skills and presentation and
interpersonal communication skills.

*  Beexperienced in working with government institutions and donor organizations.

+  Have a strong capability to communicate clearly and concisely in both oral and written
English.

= Have the ability to work under pressure.

= Have proficiency in current office software applications.

2. _Programme Analyst (HIV/AIDS)

Post Level: NOB (ICS 09)

Duty Post: ABUJA

Type of Contract: Service Contract

Duration: One Year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance)

Main Tasks and Responsibilities:

Under the overall supervision of the Deputy Representative and ‘direct supervision of the

Head of Reproductive Health Unit, the Programme Analyst will work with the national

counterparts, the UN agencies and other partners to undertake the following tasks:

»  Provides Technical Assistance within the framework of agreed work plans for successful
implementation of the HIV/AIDS component of the UNFPA Country Programme.

«  Facilitate the development and implementation of policies and strategies for further
scaling up the HIV programme activities of UNFPA in close collaboration with National
and state governments, UN Agencies, NGOs and other partners

«  Provide technical assistance for the integration of Sexual and Reproductive Health and
HIV and AIDS into one comprehensive package at the national level. Support the
operationalization of the package at national and state levels.

= Assist in the implementation of programmes to empower women and young people to
effectively participate in halting the epidemic.

»  Support the collection (including through operational research) of lessons learnt and best
practices that enhance the effectiveness of HIV prevention interventions and dxssemmate
them to stakeholders.

«  Continuously analyze population and development, RH and gender issues with spécific
emphasis on HIV and AIDS in the country and provide data for decision miaking and
target setting for HIV prevention programming;

+  Provide substantive input into advocacy strategies taking into account political and social
sensitivities. Advocate and advance UNFPA’s pohcy agenda by participating in public
information events

«  Supports capacity building for staff in relevant government. NGO and CSO institutions
in HIV/AIDS,

= - Creates and documents knowledge by evaluating programmes, projects and ongoing
experience for lessons learned, best practices and replicable strategies and approaches
and actively shares and applies this knowledge. Creates mechanisms to collect and share
knowledge.

«  Amnalyzes HIV/AIDS i issues to provide substantive inputs to institutional responses and
advocacy strategies taking into account political and social sensitivities.

*  In collaboration with Government counterparts, NGOs and other partners contributes
substantively to the formulation and design of the country programme action plan in line
with State Government priorities and according to UNFPA programme policies and
procedures.

«  Assists in resource mobilization efforts by preparing relevant documentation, i.e. project
summaries, conference papers, donor profiles and participating in donor meetings and
public information events.

* - Facilitate the convening of the Prevention Group of the UN-Joint Support Programme.

»  Promote UNFPA visibility at all levels,

+  Undertake any other assignments as may be assigned by the Deputy Representative or
Head of Reproductive Health Unit.

Required Competencies:

Core Competencies

»  Integrity/Commitment to our mandate/Valning Diversity

s Performance Management;

= Developing People/Coaching and Mentoring & Fostering Innovation and Empowerment;
Working in Teams; :

»  Self-Management/Emotional Intelligence;

»  Analytical and Strategic Thinking and Results Orientation/Commitment to Excellence;

= Knowledge Sharing/Continuous Leaming

Functional Competencies

. Conceptual Innovation in the provision of technical expertise

. Leveraging the resources of national governments & partners/Building strategic alliances
and partnerships

. Job knowledge/Technical expertise: Good knowledge of the HIV and AIDS epidemic,
dynamics and impact.

The Ideal Catldldate should:

« Bea ngcnan National (Male or Female)

«  Possess a post-graduate degree in Public Health or Social Sciences.

«  Possess professional experience of a minimum of 10 years preferably in programme/
project management in the public and/or private sector linked to gender issues.

»  Possess good technical drafting and report/proposal writing skills and presentation and
interpersonal communication skills.

»  Beexperienced in working with government institutions and donor ergamzatmns

= Have a strong capability to communicate clearly and concisely in both oral and written
English.

*  Have the ability to work under pressure,

»  Have proficiency in current office software applications.

rogramme Ski
Because the nature of work are programme focused, involving other groups and various timelines
and actiVities, related skills of good time management, managing deadlines and good team
relationships are essential. Knowledge of the UN system is desirable.

Method of Application

Applications (with a functional e-mail address and mobile numbers) should include letter of
application and detailed curriculum vitae (CV), as one file in MS WORD format only.
Apphcanom should be addressed to The UNFPA Representative, Abuja and forwarded to
nigerinrep@unfpa.org latest by 09 April, 2009. Each application should be clearly marked
as follows:

1. Programme Specialist, HIV/AIDS - NOC
2. Programme Analyst, HIV/AIDS - NOB

Please note that UNFPA will respond only to those applicants in whom it has a further
interest. Kindly also note that only applications sent by e-mail will be accepted. Qualified
women are encouraged to apply.

*[NFPA reserves the right to appoint at the indicated or lower level and prior to the closing
date.

UNFPA ~ Because everyone counts
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2o @ VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the feading UN organization in Reproductive
Health and Population and Development is recruiting personnel for the following positions in its
Federal Liaison Office, Abuja.

1. SECRETARY (1 Post)

Pos¥ Levek: ICS - 08

Type of Contract: Service Contract

Duty Station: Abuja

Duration: One year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance)

Under the supervision of the Head of the Federal Liaison Office, Abuja the Secrstary provides

functional administrative support to the UNFPA Federal Liaison office, while ensuring the consistent

delivery of guality services in correspondences, records and logistics management for effective

programme delivery in the Federal Liaison Office. The Secretary performs the following functions:

* Arranges appointments and maintains supervisors® calendar, receives visitors, places and screens
telephone calls and answers queries with discretion for the Head and Programme Officers;

« Arranges meetings, both internal and external, some involving high-ranking official, and takes
minutes and/or notes at meetings; =

* Takes dictation using shorthand on a variety of subject matfers and transcribes, ensuring that
spellings, punctuations are correct. Prepares correspondences, documents and reports.

* Receives, screens, logs and routes correspondence, attaches necessary background information

and maintains follow-up action;

Drafts correspondences and ensures follow-up action;

Establishes and maintains files and documents for the Liaison Office;.

* Clears correspondence for conformity with established ptoccdures and accuracy of statements
before being signed by supervisors;

» Establishes and maintain lists of names, addresses and telephone numbers of counterparts in

Government, NGOs, private sector, diplomatic corps and donor organizations.

Makes travel arrangements for the Head of the Liaison Office and other Programme Officers.

Prepare offer letters to the travel agents for issuance of air-ticket; facilitate confirmation of tickets

and follow-up on the settlement of air ticket bills.

Establishes and maintains a !oggmg system for staff assignments and compictcd aesxgnments

« Ensures that office equipment are in working condition

* . Assists the Liaison Office partners and the general public with requests for Programme
information or materials in collaboration with the Programme Officer

» Establishes and maintain leave reports for staff in the Liason office

+ Performs other duties as required by the Head of the Office and Programme Officers.

= #

The ideal candidate should:

* Be a Nigerian national (male or female) residing in Abuja.

* Have HND or First degree in Secretarial Studies or its equivalent.

* Have a minimum of 5 years work experience in public or private sector.

* Have the ability to work in a multi-cultural environment. Professional qualifications will be
an added advantage and work

* Have a strong capabilil'y to communicate clearly and concisely in both oral and written
English.

* Have excellent communication and human relation skills.

» Be proficient in current office sofiware applications. .

DRIVER (3 Posts or subject to available vacancies in each zone)

Post Level: ICS - 02

Type of Contract: Service Contract

Daty Station: Abuja

Duration: One year (Subject to renewal upon satisfactory performance)

Drives office vehicles for the transport of authorized personnel and delivery and collection of
mail, documenis and other items;

required;

* Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicle, checks oil, water, battery,
brakes, tyres etc; performs minor repairs and arranges for other repairs and ensures that the
vehicle is kept clean;

* Logs official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil changes, greasing, etc;

» Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are takén in case of mvohyfnent in
accident;

* Report to the Liaison Office Accountant any fault detected in any of the UNFPA vehicles:;

* Photocopy mails and other official documents as may be required in the office or during
workshops/seminars;

» Distributes mails as appropriate to all staff within the office and to government and NGO
offices directly involved with UNFPA in the implementation of the Country Programme;

» Facilitates the procurement of visas from Embassies in the FCT for staff members, Government
officials, traveling abroad for meetings and other official engagements.

« Assists with the official travelers’ reservation, request, obtain and collates quotes from airlines.

» Mainiain records on fravel in order to facilitate efficient tracking and monitoring.

» Performs other duties as required by the Head of the Liaison Office and Programme Officers.

The ideal candidate should:

Be a Nigerian national {male or female) residing in Abuja.

Possess at least Primary School Leaving Certificate

Possess valid professional driving license and Trade Test Certificate

Have the ability to read and write English

Ability to use the computer will be an advantage

Have a minimum of 5 years professional driving experience with a seputable organization,
Work experience with United Nations Agencies will be an advantage.

Applications (with a functional e-mail address and mobile numbers) %hould include letter of appiuatmn
and detailed curriculum vitae (CV) and addressed to ]
OFFICE, c/o UNFPA OFFICE, UN BUILDING, C EVTRAL AREA, ABUJA and forwardsd m
following e-mail address otti@unfpa.org latest by 09 April, 2009. BEach application should be
clearly marked as follows:

* 4 s ® s @

1. Secretary, UNFPA Federal Liaison Office - ICS 05
2. Driver, UNFPA Federal Liaison Office - 1CS 02

not be accepted. Qualified women are encouraged to apply.

INTERNALAND EXTERNAAL |

* Meets official personnel at the airport and facilitates immigration and customs formalities a%/'

Please note that UNFPA will respond only to those applicants in whom it has a further interest.
Kindly also note that any application not sent by e-mail and in MS-word format will |

*UNFEPA reserves the right to appoint at the indicated or lower level and prior to the closing date. |

Public Notice

“How Usoro Mismanages
NAMASA:

Her Questlonable Contract
Awards”

Retraction and Apology

In its edition, Vol. 21.No. 5, dated May 14,
2007, The Source under the caption, “How
Usoro Mismanages NAMASA: Her
Questionable Contract Awards,” published
an article which we have since discovered
were both libelous and damaging to the
person of Mrs. Mfon Ekong Usoro, former
Director — General / Chief Executive of
Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety
Agency (NIMASA).

We made the said publications, believing that
they were in the public interest and also
believing, at the time, that the allegations
conveyed therein were true, but have since
found out that we were misled.

In the said publication, and some others
concerning Mrs. Usoro’s headship of
NIMASA, we portrayed her as corrupt,
vindictive, and lustful for power.

The Source (Magazine) hereby withdraws,
in its entirety, the offending articles against
Mrs. Usoro, especially against the backdrop
of the report of the ministerial review panel
which found her not culpable of any lapses
in handling the issue of NIMASA’s trapped
funds in some failed banks.

We, also, unreservedly, tender our sincere
apologies to her for the harm done to her
character and integrity by the offensive
articles. .

We are profoundly sorry.

Management
Summit Publications Ltd.
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OPINIO

e decliningfortunes of the Naira have

I become a dominant theme.in debates

and policy discussions even among
ordinary Nigerians, with unnecessarily
complicated and convoluted explanations
leading nowhere. With our national
currency losing so much in relation to other
currencies in such a short time, these
concerns are understandable. It would help,
however, if we start by asking some basic
questions about currency exchange rates
and why they matter.

Obviously, if we do not need to buy
anything from other countries, or if they are
willing to receive our Naira, the question of
exchange rate would not arise. It is when
we need to trade, as we must in today’s world
that we then have to ask how much naira
we need to buy their own currency SO that
we can pay for the goods or services we
require from them. The exchange rate (or
foreign-exchange rate) is the price at which
one currency is bought and sold for another.
So, if we exchange 180 Naira for one US
Dollar, it means the Dollar is worth 180 of
our local currency.

How do we arrive at an appropriate

exchange rate? Basically, it is a matter of

supply and demand, as well as policy
choices. If we produce plenty of the goods
and services that they require they pay us
in Dollars, Euros or whatever currency we
are willing to receive. If we want to buy from
them we pay them in the currency they can
use to buy more, or to buy something else
from some other country. We can receive
payment in Naira if we wish, but we soon
come to a crisis if we accept Naira back, and

about its potency as an effective
agency for eradicating poverty in the
land, to many Nigerians, the only thing that
easily comes to mind at the mention of
NAPERP is the tri-cycle scooter, commonly
referred to as Keke NAPEP, used in many
parts of the country as a means of intra city
mass transit. This not so charitable
perception of the National Agency for the
Eradication of Poverty is however, not for
the lack of cormitted and determined efforts
to live up to its multiple briefs. To a large
extent, this is simply a function of the public’s
ignorance about what NAPEP’s briefs are.
There is also the problem of approach in the
implementation of people oriented schemes.
More often than not, the “top to bottom’
approach rather than ‘bottom to top’ has
always been the choice mode of doing things
where end users often find it difficult to
access the benefit of policies targeted at
them. Still, there is also the problem of
perception with the larger society believing
that acting, rather than action, has been in
liberal proportion in the agency’s activities. .
To be sure, established in 2001 by the
Federal Government as the principal agency
to fight poverty in all its ramifications,
NAPEP has over the years gone about its
mandate with an uncommon determination
without much fanfare with some measure of
success obscured however, by the ignorance
on the part of the larger society as to what
exactly that mandate is. Outside the NAPEP
insiders, very few people are aware that in
addition to the periodic direct intervention
in key sectors of critical needs as with KEKE
NAPEP, the agency is also charged with the
coordination of all poverty eradication efforts
in the country; monitoring all poverty
activities of the federal

For all the Federal Government’s hype

government; maintaining a comprehensive
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then have to import raw materials or
machinery, the supplier may insist on the
Dollar. They too may accept our paying
them in Naira, if there are other things, of
sufficient quality and quantity that they like
to import from us. So the more goods and
services we can supply, efficiently, cheaply
and of superior quality, the more we can sell
abroad to earn foreign exchange to buy
those things we do not have.

The catch is, over the years we are
trapped in a structural crisis. We have a
development model heavily dependent on
imports, and only one major source of
foreign exchange. Aside from oil, we do not
export enough to earn the forex required to
purchase the imported food, clothing, cars
and cosmetics we are used to, not to talk of
paying for the spare parts, machinery and
expertise we need for our agriculture,
industry and other sectors. Our saving grace
is the Dollars we get from petroleum rents
and profit tax. Over 80% of Nigeria’s foreign
currency earnings accrue to our
governments. The Central Bank of Nigeria
collects the Dollars. and subsequently
exchanges same for Naira which it then
issues to the different tiers of government.
The Forex still belongs to Nigerians. CBN

e e e
databank on all activities aimed at eradicating
poverty in the country and carrying out
impact assessment of all efforts geared
towards eradicating poverty in the country.
And since these other aspects of NAPEP’s
briefs are not quantifiable it is therefore easy
to see why not many people think much about
what it has been able to achieve'in the eight
years since coming on streant..

However, if past direct interventions by
NAPEP have not succeeded well in
impressing into the consciousness of the
larger society the depth of the agency’s
achievements, the situation is beginning to
change with the introduction in December
2007 of its current intervention programme
dubbed COPE, coined from the phrase ‘In
Care of the People’ . As Nigeria’s version of
Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT)
programme, the phased COPE was designed
by NAPEP with a view to breaking the
intergenerational transfer of poverty, where
poverty is passed on from one generation
to another as well as reducing the
vulnerability of the core indigent in the
society against socio-economic risks.

Even as the jury is still out regarding
COPE’s efficacy given that first phase of
the programme is only limited to two states
in each of the six geopolitical zones in the
country plus the FCT, there are however
encouraging signals from the states where
it has been implemented that it may yet be
the most successful of all NAPEP’s direct
intervention programmes SO far. It is
expected that with the release of more funds
by the federal government the programme
would fan out in the second phase to the
remaining 24 states that are yet to be
involved. Without prejudice to the agency’s

other direct intervention programmes such

with challenges of poverty eradication

_business.

uses that to facilitate governments,
corporate and individual payments and
settlements abroad based on how much
there is and at a rate that will guarantee
continuity. Forget any fiction you hear about
the “market” setting the price. The more it
has the more flexible and generous it tends
to becomes, selling the Dollarata lower rate.
That was what happened when oil prices
were high and we accumulated a large
reserve, and even paid up our foreign debts.

In the current crisis, with investors, both
foreign and local; wanting to move their
funds into more-convertible and secure
currencies, too much Naira was chasing the
Dollars that were available. What was
coming in was declining with the fall both
in oil prices and even in the actual amount
of crude petrol exported due to crisis in the
Niger Delta. Our aging industries need more
and more inputs’ and spares. Others need
better and newer machines. Some of our
politicians, top civil servants, consultants
and contractors want the latest SUVs,
mansions abroad and fat foreign accounts.
All these represent Naira chasing Dollars
and Euros.

Remittances from abroad have declined.
Those who earn foreign exchange prefer to

as KEKE NAPEP and the micro finance,
COPE is resonating well with its target
beneficiaries because of the ‘bottom to top’
approach employed in its implementation
and the seriousness of purpose on the part
of most of the governments in the states
implementing the programme. :
As a grant based programme with an initial
target of 500 households in each state and
FCT, COPE isa two-pronged intervention
effort with 2 difference. To qualify for the
grant which comes in the form of a monthly
income ofN1,500 to N5,000 depending the
number of children in a household and a
lump sum of N84,000 at the end of the first
year ,apart from being in the lowest rung of
the social ladder in the society, a participant
must undertake to; enrol and retain his or
her basic school aged child or children in
primary one to Junior Secondary education;
ensure at least 80% school attendance by
his/her child/children; participate in training
for life and vocational skills, basic health
and sanitation as available in the
community; and ensure participation of
qualified children under five years in all
government free basic health programmes
such as Vitamin A supplementation and NPI
Immunisations. A benefitting household
head receives a monthly Basic Income
Guarantee ( BIG)of N1,500 ifhe/she has one
¢hild,N3,000 if children number two to three
and N5,000 four children and above. And
at the end of the fist year the participant
receives the sum of N84,000 as a Poverty
Reduction Accelerator Investment (PRAI)
derived from a compulsory monthly saving
of N7,000. While the monthly BIG is
intended to assist the participant in meeting
his/her day to day needs, the PRAI is
meant enable a beneficiaries t0 start a
business of their own or investina profitable

venture that will yield sufficient
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leave it outside. The CBN is the only source
of new supply of”forex, and it cannot
continue this way.

The naira is now, and will remain for some
time, in a nose dive. The CBN cannot
continue to pump money to stabilise it
forever. It must curtail demand, block
leakages (read: corruption) and stimulate
forex earnings by the real sector.

What is required, at the risk of sounding
naive about the ability of this ruling class
to pursue any serious developmental
vision, is to break the log-jam. Agriculture
and industry must begin to generate their
own forex. They should be assisted to
produce more, better and cheaper. That way
they can sell abroad and earn the-forex they
require for sustaining, equipping and
expanding their operations. They also
would help reduce what we import and thus
lower our demand for this Dollar. We must
select dynamic industries with the greatest
employment and linkage potentials (€.g.
chemicals, iron and steel) and assist them
and not waste the limited forex we have in
useless products and projects. We should
strive to produce most of the raw materials,
inputs, machines and spares we need right
athome.

By lowering our import requirements and
exporting more we should see a strong Naira
and enough Dollars and Euros to meet our
current needs and future plans. What really
matters is how much the naira buys both
domestically and abroad. Devaluation may even
makemrmq)mtsa:nacﬁve.Aslmgaswemain
dependent on only one source of foreign
exchange, we cannot get out of this mess.

income to sustain the household after the
12 months of receiving the BIG

There is no gainsaying that the success
of any programme no matter how well
designed depends to a large extent on the
method of implementation. No less
important is the active participation and
support of other stakeholders like state and
local governments, as well as religious,
community and youth leaders. It is after all
said that the road to hell is paved with good

‘intensions. NAPEP is one such novel

programme that, regardless of whatever
shortcomings that may dog its
implementation so long they are not
deliberately contrived, must not be allowed
to go the way of similar past efforts at
arresting the menace of poverty such as
Second Republic’s Green Revolution and
IBB’s DIFRRI which faded out quietly
without much ceremony despite the
hundreds of billions of Naira pumped into it
by the Military administration.

For a nation of over 140 million people a
great majority of who, according to UNDP,
lives on less than one US Dollar per day,
NAPEP’s contributions in the war against
poverty is by no means inconsiderable in
view of the fact that it has been able to
achieve what it did in the seven years of
its existence with a purse of only N11
billion.

And thanks a great deal to NAPEP’s latest
weapon of checkmating poverty at the
grassroots across the land, the most
indigent in the society, who are many, where
the agency has so far been able to reach are
arguably COPing well. As someone who has
the privilege of visiting a few of the
benefiting communities in Nasarawa State
this writer can attest to this fact withou
fear of contradiction.
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EDITORIAL
Leukemia in Yobe

Increase in the incidence of leukemia cases in parts

Whey

of Yobe state have been linked to incessant use of

Gamalin 20, DDT and other such chemicals to
harvest fish in that part of Nigeria. According to A.T
Ahmed and Usman‘Abjah, teachers at the University of
Maiduguri Teaching Hospital quoted in a report by our
sister newspaper the Sunday Trust, this practice has led
to these chemicals being ingested by humans and other
living beings in those areas which is now leading to many
people coming down with the blood disease.

For years, practices of using pesticides, insecticides
and harmful chemicals as fertilizers on farms and for
hunting preys, as well as for catching fish have been
known to harbor dire consequences for the wellbeing of
human habitation. Yet, the harmful practices were
allowed to persist by those whose duty it was to raise the
¢ alarm as to the danger they constitute. Certainly,
| authorities of both states’ ministries of agriculture and
| their federal counterpart must have been aware of the
indiscriminate uSe of these harmful chemicals and the
repercussion in later years on humans and other living
beings, still nothing was done te warn the public. The
fact that humans are now manifesting diseases as a

—rm——

; he editorial of the some day.
consequence of the. use of wrong and harmful fish.mgb Bally Tt of Tt s ety o sodesand e
techniques underline the failure of the appropriate March30,2009 cameas  fury of the Pope’s critics. If

organs of state to perform their assigned duties,

apleasant surprise. naworld condom is sold (even to ten

including providing proactive information and §| where truth and honesty have  year-olds) they are the gainers.
knowledge needed to avoid harm to society. been drowned by the IfHIV/AIDs are contacted and

The Yobe State health authorities in the aftermath of grfdaf;;‘glﬁ% glo‘se Of);he h’% x‘gﬂ:&gﬁgs are sold,
the report of the outbreak of leukemia, came out to urge At nanciatlawmseal tlhnat’ ietT IiS Twould say that the editorial

people to be enlightened about their actions and the
incidence of leukemia; and that effort must be made to
inform people about their health-threatening practices.
It is a belated response which should have come much
earlier than now. Therefore, the Yobe and authorities
have been negligent of their duties and responsibilities
and should be held accountable for the unnecessary health
travails of their people now stricken with the disease.
But it will be fruitless wasting time on apportioning

consoling to read from a
powerful instrument of
shaping public opinion, a
material based purely on truth
and not influenced by any
material or financial gain.
Those who benefit from the
‘sale of condom and anti- -
retroviral drugs as well as
control much of the world’s

comment was trying to be very
modest when it said that
“scientific evidence has shown
that condom is not 100%
effective in preventing HIV/
AlDs...” It is no longer news
that the makers of condom, with
their heavy machinery of
propaganda have almost
convinced the world that

. : . means of mass condom is 100% effective in
It::ame rathi;t::al: l;)(;)klllngforls(ucc?u.r fm;lth(:isle aff:lcted; | communication’ have heavily preventing HTV/AIDs.
g one needs be fold that leukemia is a deadly ailmen criticized Pope Benedict XVI’s The truth is that condom

which makes an epidemic of it a tragedy; still the

appropriate authorities should move urgently to put in

place measures to curb its increase. Dr. Ahmed’s linkage | [

of the crisis of fish production to climate change (through § tthe HIV/AIDs pandemicand
s ; S : that it would rather compound

§ rise in water temperature inhibiting fish breeding), as | the problem.

well as lack of alternative sources of protein (mainly The editorial opinion

from animal sources), is most valuable if noted by policy § quoted above came up ing’

makers at local, state and federal levels. Immediate | defense of the Pope and the *

| measures to arrest the situation should include || truth of his counsel. The

, f'as.hioning out.a sustainabl? way to make. peopleearna | %’;?,25;2:?&2 tusolsnt}?ég:%ga\g

| living so that it harms neither the environment nor A

| humans. This will entail sensitization of people on the

counsel during his recent tour
of some African countries that
condom use is not a solution

has absolutely no protective
effect on HIV/AIDs. The pore
of the latex of which condom
is made has a size bigger than
the HIV virus and so when
condom is used, HIV virus
Awims freely from an infected
to an uninfected partner and
so, the more condom is used,
the more HIV/AIDs spreads.
It is a fact that the condom
manufacturers would net like
people to know. Medical

Officer! She s sl
wy darling, Shes stubborn
1w Yust tvying Yo ve-brand

e our I _ etters

¥ ShWrra !
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e: On the side of the Pope

AlDs infection is contacted by ~ catched in on the situation to
sexual interaction, and it is a  play arole it was not originally
factthatifalife style of chastity ~ designed for but a much more
and faithfulness is practiced,  lucrative one.

80% of the problem of HIV/ One thing is certain; the
AlDs will be solved! Again, bitterness of the blood money
this is fact they would notwant ~ from the condom will remain
people to hear. long after the sweet taste of

Condom was originally
manufactured as a tool in
preventing pregnancy but as
soon as the incidence of HIV/
AIDs occurred, it quickly

the flamboyance and luxury of
the condom money are gone.
Mrs. Josephine Duze, No
90, Wuse Zone 6, Abuja.
08023236043

NAEC, House and Nuclear pact

he attention of the
Tcommission has been
- drawntoareport in your
newspaper (1/4/09 Pg. 5) titled
“FG has no mandate to sign
nuclear pact”, in which it
reported that the Director-
General told the House
committee on Science and
Technology that “he was
included in the process of the

typographical error or the
Director General was
misrepresented by your
reporter.

For the record, the DG as
Chief Executive of the Nigeria
Atomic Energy Commission
(NAEC), the body mandated
by the Federal Government to
execute Nigeria’s, nuclear
power programme wishes to

experts admit that 80% of HIV/ |

agreement”. state categorically, as he had
As you may observe, the stated before the committee,
statements attributed tothe DG that he was not privy to the
of Nigeria Atomic Energy said agreement.
Commission (WAEC) as We hope that this “mistake”
contained in paragraphs 5and ~ will be.acknowledged and
7 of the report are corrected in your subsequent
irreconcilable. In this regard, publication.
the commission’s assumption Amos Obeya, Information
is that, either it was a Unit, NAEC.

| hard we try to bury the tprith, it

_ | will still come up somehow,

| consequences of the indiscriminate use of harmful |

| chemicals for harvesting fish and as farming inputs. |

| The dangers of inappropriate use of pesticides, |

|| insecticides and other harmful chemicals should be

| clearly impressed on the farming population in those |

| areas, including other harmful practices of preservation § Middle East. Hope you are not trying to tell us that the
of food. | paper is not for non-Muslims.

| The unscientific use of farming inputs may not be | GLAD, Kano, 0808100355

| unrelated to the dwindling yields from farmlands as a Re: Israel on trial

| result of desert encroachment which has been very § The rejoinder by one Mr Badmus to Adamu Adamu’s ‘Israel

| pronounced of recent. For far too long lip service has § on trial’ does not merit the space given to it. The history of

| been paid to the need to beat back the relentless §§ the creation of Israel — its savagery and subterfuge —is well

| encroachment of the desert. Now that the effect of our f| documented to allow for this kind of pretended ignorance -

. unserious manner of.dealing with the des.ert is with us, ;;n]},ts:()lzfa;?& 5277295

|| perhaps the impetus will now be found to seriously contend | < e ——

| with the issue. For instance, the circus which the yearly | Attention Hajlya Bilkisu

| tree planting measure have become should be replaced § BY giving prominence to Amina Wadud, the controversial
i woman who led a mixed congregation as Imam at Friday

. !)y c0[.1certed and goal brisntcd i 55 Dattng t!le | prayer in the United States, I hope Hajiya Bilkisu is not
| incursion of the desert. Addressed seriously more fertile | trying to justify the woman’s affront on Islam. Sincere

land may be made available for farming. | Muslims can not be misled with a distorted brand of Islam.
. Government at both the federal and state levels should | Danlami Baban Takko, Bauchi, 08030539506

| asamatter of urgency provide succour for those afflicted | Why LGA not state?

. with leukemia. To be sure, with the state of health care | The downfall of education was caused by the federal
delivery such as it is, it may be a tall order to expecta § oovernment for allowing the payment of salary and other
miracle. Still itis the duty of governments at every level |

allowances in the hands of local governments. They don’t
to give their citizen adequate health care as well as provide || Pay any arrears in bulk for teachers but pay their staff fully.
herewithal to ameliorate their predicaments.

Text us on 08059100257

Daily Trust, be honest

Is the Daily Trust against the State of Israel? Please stop
being lopsided and sentimental when writing on issues in

. Mr. President, please do something.
s Mal Y. Ibrahim, 08036579675

Keep the good work Nana!
I must commend the efforts of Gombe State commissioner
of education for uplifting education in Gombe. She is also
actively involved in eradicating food poisoning.
Mohammed Sule, Akko, 08087316826

Carry on, Lai Mohammed
The spokesman of the Action Congress (AC), Alhaji Lai
Mohammed is really trying. He always uses his intelligence
and oratory to respond to issues of national importance.
The opposition should be very happy to have him. I urge
him.not to compromise.
U. K. Bello, Abuja, 08055152350

MTN! Why must you lie?
Which 100 low cost houses have you built in Nasarawa
that we have neither seen nor heard of that you have been

disturbing people with? Please stop this trash and improve
your network.

Zulaihat, Lafia, Nqsarawa State, 07056222981

‘Good people, great nation’

This latest campaign by the Federal Government of Nigeria,
through the Ministry of Information and Communications,
cannot make me fall‘in love with, and believe in, Nigeria
again. I received it as a text message. It is boring! What is
worth doing is worth doing well. It’s not just about sending
out messages but having an effect on the people.

Stella Ananga Iyimoga, 08085879329
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Opinion

The tainted face of democracy in Africa

ot long ago, some international election
= monitoring organizations decried the
poor “democratic culture” prevailing in
- most African states. THey-were worried not only
about the long absence of sound democratic
values and principles, but also the debilitating
effects of lack of good governance and its
associated hardships usually imposed on the
defenceless Africans by leaders who emerged
mostly through fraudulent elections. It is
argued that accountability, probity,
transparency and all the forms of checks and
balances that normally exist in a true democratic
environment do not flourish in most African
countries. In fact, they are aggressively trampled
upon by the average new African leader.

These monitoring organizations also noted
with serious concern the widespread use of
imposition and intimidation that characterizes
the African political landscape, and predicted
that where most of the leaders emerged through
faceless and irregular selection processes, their
governments were likely to continue to be
impeded by widespread irregularities and fraud,
rather than thrive as creative and responsible
leaderships. Nobody actually doubts that the
majority of African countries today are ruled
by leaders and governments that emerged
through fatally deviant electoral processes. The
usual claim that ours is ‘home-grown
democracy’ that should be accepted on its own
terms is merely painting a sepulchre white. That
cannot cleanse the rot of the core.

So, what are the pressing challenges and
goals of leadership in Africa today? Many
would hasten to name the implacable need for
security, human development, infrastructure,
education, liberty, etc, all staring us in the face.
But the more insightful would distinguish the
primary from the dependent. Such ones would
argue that the greatest challenge of leadership
facing Africa today is organizing free and fair
elections, as none of the earlier-mentioned can
truly take place without a credible, honestly
derived leadership. Unfortunately, we continue

to hear speculations everyday from around the -

world that credible elections can take place in

allegedly only two Affrica countries: South

Africa and Ghana. Botswana, in spite of its size,
is also now making a case for herself in this
direction. But the overall picture for African

By Chris Chukwubuzor Azuka

democracy is bleak.

Elections have no doubt brought

traumatizing experiences to millions of Africans.
Even Nigeria, the self-proclaimed “Giant” of the
continent, is yet to have, according to pundits,
aconsummated free and fair election in its entire
political history as a nation. From the sharp
electioneering practices, impositions, isolation
and divisive tendencies of the colonial masters,
we have arrived at the current rigging, thuggery,
alleged sponsored assassinations and the now
graduated ballot snatchings. These have rather
than promote unity and growth brought
divisions, ethriic crises and unimaginable pains
in Nigeria and iffmany African countries. The
failure of our founding fathers to produce a
nationally acceptable election especially in the
early sixties brought the polarization of Nigeria
along ethnic, regional, religious and social lines.
Inevitably, things fell apart!

Analysts have argued that the 1993 general
elections did have the potentials of bringing a
degree of restoration to the political frame and
democratic credentials of Nigeria except for its
annulment. Since then, however instead of
things becoming better, subsequent elections
in Nigeria had become nothing more than
abracadabra to millions of its citizens, with
increasing numbers of Nigerians claiming that
their votes were never taken into account in
determining the results of the elections.

At the continental level, ethnicization or
regionalization of electoral processes pose a
threat of catastrophic proportions to both the
human and democratic development of Africa.
In one country after another, the
consequences are devastating. Ivory Coast,
for one, which enjoyed decades of stability
under its former leader, Houphet Buoigney,
promptly descended into anarchy and ruin
when the political class could not produce
credible elections following the demise of Mr.
Buoigney a few years ago. Again, in Zambia,
when President Kaunda agreed to relinquish
power after about 27 years, many hailed the
move as a way forward for the nation. One Mr.
Chiluba was elected in Kaunda’s place to take
Zambia to the next level. The upshot was
disaster. Over and above every other failing,

Mr. Chiluba played the dangerous ethnic card
when he claimed that Kenneth Kaunda, the
country’s founding father and author of the
popular political bombshell, “Zambia Shall Be
Free,” was actually not a Zambian but a
Malawian! He, therefore, frustrated Mr
Kaunda as well as many others who wanted
to run against him — and Zambia began its
slide into political quagmire. He eventually won
the controversial second term mandate and
had wanted a third term afterwards through a
dubiously inspired constitutional amendment
craftily proposed to that effect. But thanks to
the unyielding courage of horrified Zambians:
the people rose with whistles and blew the
danger away. They thus avoided exactly what
happened in Ivory Coast where Mr. Henry
Conambedie, Gen. Robert Guei and others,
rather than focusing on matters of real national
interest, were busy shouting that the country’s
former Prime Minister, Allasan Ouattara, was
not an Ivorian but a Burkinabe. Simply
because of deep personal desire to exclude
others from power, these men watched their
people fight each other and die for nothing,
with their country torn to shreds. Why is Africa
blind to the point of self-destruction?

In Africa, when we talk of leadership people
simply concern themselves with marginal
issues like where a leader should come from,
his/her religion, etc. Not many would look at
issues such as his/her vision, integrity, intellect
character, etc. In fact, in some African countries
today, the greedy political class not only shave
some ex-prisoners clean and front them to the
people as leaders, but they also wake people
who sleep under bridges, or their likes, and
impose them as leaders on the helpless
citizens, while those who are prepared for
leadership are ignored simply because they
are not in the good books of these rapacious
power brokers. America, the world’s most
powerful nation, leads by example in this
crucial matter of sourcing leaders. Over there,
leadership is all about service, ideas, the
intelligent vision that enables the leader
connect to the people through performance.
That was why Collin Powell, in spite of his
Jamaican descent, was able to become the
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, the highest
position in the US Military. He was eventually

appointed Secretary of State, again the third
highest executive position in the United
States’ government. Magdaline Albright, from
the then Czechoslovakia, was also able to
serve as America’s ambassador to UN and
later as Secretary of State. There are.
governors, mayors, senators, etc. who have
similar records. Surely, we all know about
Barrack Obama whose father was from Kenya.
Why then must we continue to belittle
leadership here in Africa with people who can
ordinarily hardly think for themselves often
being forced to start thinking for everyone
else?

The dehumanizing and endless brutality
under which millions of Africans lead their lives
today in the name of political independence
makes child’s play of the avowed pains of otr
colonial experience. If indeed we have liberatéd
Africa from the colonial masters, who then will
save Africa from Africans? The time has gone
when democracy was threatened by military
officers who seized power by coups in African
only to further degrade polities they vowed to
save. The time has also gone when we simply
sat out their terms only to grumble later against

_ them for our under-achievement as a continent.

Ironically, our democratic aspirations and
national development have come under serious
attack not only from those whose democratic
credentials are founded on false pretences, but
also from well known freedom fighters who for
decades risked their liberty, life and limb to
establish democracy and independence in their
own countries. Why does democracy wear an
ugly face in Africa today? It is not on account
of the misdeeds of the colomalists. It is the
direct consequence of the misdeeds of our
African leaders. :

It may be that I have written this piece in
despair, but if has also been with a strong hope
inthe glory to come. As I dedicate this article to
the three wonderful gentlemen, Dr. Nelson
Mandela, Mr. Festus Mogae and Prof. John
Kuffor, I pray that God may bless them all. For,
just because they ruled in this continent and
left power honourably, Africa will never be the
same again.

Chief Azuka is Special Adviser on Inter-

ity Relations, to the Executive Governor
of Kano State. azucomms22@yahoo.com

Bill Gates, Sokoto ammnd

; By Ali Abdulkadir Lx

t was much later after Bill Gates’ famous

visit to Nigeria and indeed to Sokoto

State, that loads of questions rented the
arr as to why the world’s richest man could
visit the Seat of the Caliphate, instead of the
most populous and politically vibrant state in
the country, or northern Nigeria’s political
capital. Some people believe, Kano being
number one in terms of population, as well as
the bubbliest state at least politically, or better
still Kaduna, being North’s political nerve
center, should host the Microsoft former
number one.

Those who believe Kano was it, think that
if Mr. Gates was coming to boost Nigeria’s
chances of eradicating polio, Kano, known to
have halted the periodic immunization exercise,
an action which the global community blame
for the sudden re-emergence of the polio virus
in some countries, should have been given
the privilege of hosting the co-chair of the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation. Others again
felt Kaduna, a city that plays host to the high
and mighty in the region, should have been
given the privilege, at least to secure the
children of the “mafia” from the dreaded
disease, easily the reason why the West is
bent on kicking polio completely out of the
surface of the earth. But with all their pedigree,
Kano and Kaduna states lost out and still
seethe for losing that rare and golden
opportunity. They may perhaps have to wait
for some decades to be so honored by history
as Sokoto State.

But the people at the foundation seemed to
have done their home work well enough to
determine where the computer ace’s
destination in Nigeria should be. In the
foundation’s right estimation, Sokoto being
the Seat of the Caliphate, having the rare honor

of being at the topmost of Muslim Hausa ’
traditional leadership, should lead in the fight
to totally eradicate the dehumanizing polio
Vlms_ 4
By their decision, the foundation reeognizes
the vital role of the traditional-cum-religious
leadership of the Sokoto Caliphate not only in
the Muslim North but also in Nigeria. They
thus felt they could utilize the revered ruling
house as a pressure group to facilitate this
one last all-out phase in the fight to
emasculate and send to extinction the stubborn
polio virus.

Of course other criteria were considered
before Sokoto emerged the host for Bill Gates.
While for example, Kano was known for its
political leaders’ notorious act of once halting
the routine immunization in their state, political
leaders in Sokoto have consistently given it
full support. This thus faults the assertion that
the neighboring Niger Republic could have
gotten more cases of polio from Sokoto. Niger
Republic has its own cases, and there were
never times when the virus was reported to
have been totally eradicated from that
country’s soil, even though it has relatively
fewer cases than that of its neighbor Nigeria.
Again, Niger share border with no fewer than
six northern states, and thus it .couldn’t have
gotten re-infected by Sokoto State.

Sokoto could be one of the northern states
with higher cases, but of course common sense
can vindicate her of any guilt of passing across
the virus, at least by the way the state
consistently carried out the periodic
vaccination. Another reason is that Bill Gates
himself acknowledged the state’s five-star
effort in the fight to eradicate polio, when he

/underscored the support of the political and

» traditional leaders in the state towards giving

polio the final kick that would see it completely
relocating from Nigeria.

A United States based non-profit
organization, John /Snow Inc. (JSI) that
specialized in public health research and
consulting, reported on its website on what
the philanthropist saw in Sokoto during his

visit that, “If Nigeria capitalizes on the-

commitments made by the state and federal
governments, it can eradicate polio”. This is
an obvious reference on Sokoto and we see it
as a pat on the back, particularly as it comes
from a neutral party. The statement also
confirms and elevates the efforts of Sokoto
State above all other states in the fight against
polio.

Briefing the press on the activities of hlS
ministry in October 30, 2008, long before Bill
Gates’ visit was conﬁnned, Sokoto state
commissioner of Health Alhaji (Dr.)
Muhammad Jabbi Kilgori outlined some of the
preoccupations of the ministry over the past
months since the Aliyu Magatakarda’s
Administration restarted to include achieving
one of the UN’s millennium development goals
of arresting child mortality through
vaccination. According to him, the extent of
the state’s coverage during immunization
exercises had often risen to as much as 130
percent.

This effort was commensurate with the
resources invested so far, which received the
endorsement of some of the supervising
agents like the Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation, who not only praised the effort

they saw being put in the fight but also
confirmed the reduction of polio cases in the
state. :

Polio virus

But authorities in Sokoto State are not
resting on their laurels just yet. These
assessments are mere morale booster, as more
resources and energy would be directed
towards safeguarding the health of the people
of the state. Statistics have always not been
as favorable to the north western state.
Poverty level of the people, something closely
associated with well being of a people, is
astronomically high. Also, in some cases, the
attitude of the people does not often
encourage many a government. While in other
states it was the state that deny the people.
the right to have the children immunized by
coming up with policies to that effect, in other
states, it was the people themselves that often
prove too traditional and conservative to
resist anything associated with America and
its Western allies.

In the far North, people are still suspicious
of the polio immunization. They believe that it
has an impact in the fertility rate of the people
who are majority Muslims. The international
politics that continuously pitch Muslim
countries against the West is guilty of fuelling
resistance of all sorts in the developing
countries, including the hostility against the
polio virus. Unless the West breaks from that
line of action, and until our political and
traditional leaders in Nigeria double efforts to
educate the populace that population politics
has nothing to do with polio eradication, and
until all other northern states in Nigeria try to -
work as hard and sincere as their sister state
Sokoto is doing right now, the polio virus has
come to stay; and it is bound to resurface
even in the parts of the world that claim to
have completely wiped it out.

Abdulkadir writes from Gawon Nama,
Sokoto. aliu_cisse@yahoo.com
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“Sudan to hold first general election in 24 years
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next February, an electoral commission official said
yesterday. ;

“The electoral process starts this April and will finish in
February 2010,” deputy commission head Abdullah Ahmed
Abdullah told AFP.

According to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA), which ended Sudan’s decades-long civil war be-
tween north and south in 2005 the elections were due to
take place this year. ’

Sudanese will elect a president, the he
autonomous south, the national assembly and the south
Sudanese parliament, as well as local governors.

Sudan will hold its first general election in 24 years

the semi=

The last general election, in April 1986, was won by the

Umma party of Sadiq al-Mehdi, whose government was

overthrown in a 1989 bloodless coup that brought Pre51-

_ dent Omar al-Bashir to power.

Bashir clinched 87 percent of votes in a 2000 presxden-
tial election that was consxdered a farce by opposition par-
ties.

- Abdullah said demarcation of geographical constituen-

_ cies would begin on April 15, six weeks later than planned

because of delays in census results.

A-national census which took place last year is key to
the organisation of elections and the subsequent structure
of the country’s power sharing but the results for that cen-

sus are yet to be released.

Another critical obstacle to the elections is security in
Darfur, where millions displaced by six years of civil war in
the western Sudanese region are unlikely to be able to reach
ballot boxes. :

‘The electoral campaign will start on November 30 and
end on February 5, with polling taking plae from February
6-21, Abdullah said, and results expected to be announced
on February 27.

The ruling National Congress Party said last week that
Bashir, who is subject to an international arrest warrant for
alleged war crimes committed in Darfur, would be its candl-
date in the presidential election.

S/Africa’s Tutu says ANC leader should face graft trial

outh Africa’s likely can National Congress announce Friday whether the The corruption case cen- Zuma'’s prosecution. His release raised eye-

S next president Jacob (ANC), is widely expectedto case will go ahead. tresonaccusationsthatZuma  The ANC used theruling  brows because just a days

# Zumashouldstandtrial  become president after gen- “For his own sake, I hope accepted bribes for protect- to force Mbeki from office, earlier Zumatold alocal news-

for graft, Archbishop eralelectionsonApril22,but they are not going to have a ing French arms company leading his loyalists to launch  paper that he might use medi-

Desmond Tutu said onradio his campaign has been political solution. If he is in-  Thales in an investigation anew breakaway party called cal grounds as a reason to

yesterday, adding to the up- clouded by corruption nocent as he has claimed to intoacontroversial multi-mil- the Congress of the People, parole Shaik, a close aide and

roar over anarms scandal with  charges stemming from a  be, for goodness sake, let it lion-dollar weapons deal. which is challenging forpower  financial adviser, ifhe became
polls just weeks away. long-simmering arms scandal.  be a court of law that says so,” Since the investigation innext month’s elections. president.

“At the present time, I He is set to go to trial in  Tutu said late Wednesday at began in 2001, the charges As the polls near, the Faced with the challenge
can’t pretend to be looking August on charges of fraud, abook launch in Durban. have been repeatedly furure over the corruption of proving that he did not re-
forward to having him asmy  money laundering and rack- “When our new govern- dropped and revived, while scandal has grown. ceive the bribes Shaik was
president,” the Nobel peace eteering, but Zuma’s lawyers ment behaves somewhat also roiling the country’s po- One month ago Schabir convicted of giving him,
laureate, seen by many asthe  have presented new evidence strangely, itis very difficultto  litical scene. : Shaik, a wealthy businessman  Zuma’s lawyers have brought
country’s conscience keeper, to prosecutors thatreportedly  condemn because it looks like A courtruling lastyear— - convicted of bribing Zuma, new evidence to prosecutors,
said in remarks broadcast on  vindicate claimsheisavictim  you are unpatriotic,” he said.  since overturned — implied  was released on medical pa- which would reportedly show
national radio. of a political conspiracy. “We are at a bad place right that then-president Thabo role less than three yearsinto  that Mbeki had meddled in the

Zuma, leader of the Afri- Prosecutors say they will  now in our country.” Mbeki had interfered in a 15-year sentence. case.
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‘Mexicoreports
arrest of major
drug suspect

exico has detained
one of its most
wanted drug sus-

pects, Vicente Carrillo Leyva,
who allegedly was the second
in command of the powerful
Juarez cartel, the federal At-
torney General’s Office said
yesterday.

The announcement came
hours before the Obama
administration’s top security
officials and their Mexican
counterparts were set to dis-
cuss ways to Stop arms smug-
gling across the border as
well as new strategies for
fighting the drug cartels that
have fueled violence in both
countries,

Federal police said
Carrillo Leyva, 32, was caught
while he was exercising in a
park in a posh Mexico City
neighborhood early Wednes-
day. Carrillo Leyvais the son
of drug kingpin Amado
Carrillo Fuentes, who was one
of Mexico’s most important
drug traffickers before he died
during plastic surgery to
change his appearance in
1997. Amado Carrillo Fuentes
was nicknamed “the Lord of
the Skies” because of his suc-
cess in sending planeloads of
cocaine to the United States.

After his death, Amado’s
brother Vicente took over the
cartel and Amado’s son,
Vicente Carrillo Leyva be-
came second-in-command,
the Attorey General’s Office
said. Officials displayed
Carrillo Leyva to the press at
anews conference early yes-
terday, bringing a young man
in glasses and a track suit be-
fore flashing cameras.

A'week ago, the Attorney
General’s Office named Carrillo
Leyva to a list of 24 of the
country’s most-wanted nar-
cotics suspects and offered a
reward of 30 million pesos ($2.1
million) for his capture. The
same amount was offered for
the capture of the cartel’s al-
leged leader.

Vicente Carrillo Leyvaac--

knowledged to authorities that
he was the son of Amado
Carrillo Fuentes, said Marisela
Morales, who is in charge of
combatting organized crime at
the Attorney General’s Office.

“Carrillo Leyva is consid-
ered one of the heirs of the
Juarez Cartel after the death of
his father,” she said.

Vicente Carrillo Leyva
used an alias, Alejandro Peralta
Alvarez, and was passing him-
self off as a businessman, said
Federal Police Commissioner
Rodrigo Esparza. But authori-
ties were able to track him
down through his wife, who
did not change her name.

President Barack Obama sha

meeting with British Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

G-20 leaders eye more
IMF funds, tighter rules

lobal leaders made
headway yesterday
‘on tackling the world

financial crisis, with new
clampdowns likely on tax ha-
vens and hedge funds and
more funds heading to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
so it can boost loans to strug-
gling countries.

Officials close to the ne-
gotiations said the Group of
20 nations could triple their
funding for the IMF to $750
billion. The world financial
body supports countries
whose finances have been
hard hit by the global slow-
down, supporting their cur-
rency reserves and banking
systems. !

The officials, from anum-
ber of delegations, said the
funds could include an over-
draft facility worth some $250
billion for developing coun-

They refused to be further
identified because they were
not authorized to speak to the
media.

On financial regulation —
a sticking point ahead of the
gathering — two people

cclose to the negotiations sai

that France andGermanyha({
persuaded the Group of 20
leaders to back tougher lan-
guage in the final statement
on stronger rules to av01d a
repeat of the current crisis.
Another official said the
final deal will include propos-
als making sure companies
more tightly link executive
salaries to performance, a
measure that reflects public
outrage about the huge reten-
tion payments, bonuses and
golden parachutes granted to
banking chiefs before the sec-
tor collapsed.

kes hands with a British police officer outside 10 Downing Street in London during a

Opening the summit in
London’s east Docklands dis-
trict, British Prime Minister

* Gordon Brown said there was

strong unity among leaders
upon the need for action.

“I believe that the text that
has been circulated already

. reflects a very high degree of

consensus and agreement
between all of us,” Brown told
his fellow leaders.

Britain’s Finance Secre-
tary Stephen Timms said early
discussions had been
“lively,” but addéd that coun-
tries would agree on sanc-
tions against countries who
refuse to sign up to new rules
on regulating tax havens.

“The era of banking se-
crecy is over,” Timms said.

As President Barack
Obama and Brown joined
other leaders at a working
breakfast, protesters began

Israeli foreign minister questioned in bribe case

new hardline foreign minister for more
han seven hours yesterday in connec-
tion to an ongoing bribery investigation.
Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said
Avigdor Lieberman was questioned at the
headquarters of the national fraud squad in
central Israel on allegations of receiving
bribes, money laundering and breach of trust.
Rosenfeld said the questioning was con-
nected to a long-standing investigation into
Lieberman’s business dealings. His lawyer
and daughter have also been questioned in
the case. Lieberman denies any wrongdo-
ing and says the probe is politically moti-

Eraeli police interrogated the country’s

vated.

“This investigation is going on for 13
years. In today’s investigation Lieberman

cooperated and answered investigators’
questions,” Lieberman’s spokeswoman
Irena Etinger said. Lieberman took office
this week as foreign minister. He has raised
concerns around the world with statements
seen as racist and his opposition to U.S.-
backed peace talks over the past year.

He immediately sparked an uproar after
taking office during a ceremony on Wednes-
day, saying he opposes concessions to
Arab adversaries in exchange for peace.

“Whoever thinks that concessions .
will achieve something is wrong. He will
bring pressures and more wars,” Lieberman
told an audience that included visibly agi-

tated Israeli dlplomats “What we have to

explain to the world is that the list of priori-
ties must:change.”
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gearing up for a second day
of demonstrations, gathering
outside the London Stock
Exchange near St. Paul’s Ca-
thedral. Riot police took up
positions as well, ringing the
stock exchange.

French daredevil Alain
Robert scaled Lloyds of
London’s high-rise headquar-
ters as office workers below
snapped photos. Robert,
dubbed the French spider-
man, has scaled dozens oftall
structures around the world

_without ropes or harnesses to

draw attention to global warm-
ing. He was later led away by
police.

French President Nicolas
Sarkozy and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel have been
adamant that the G-20 meet-
ing must take concrete steps
to more closely regulate
banks, hedge funds and other
financial institutions.

Critics assail
Afghan law that
‘legalizes rape’

new Afghan law-
makes it legal for
men to rape their

wives, human rights groups
and some Afghan lawmakers
said yesterday, accusing
President Hamid Karzai of
signing the legislation to bol- .
ster his re-election prospects

Human rights groups and
some Afghan lawmalkers criti-
cized President Hamid Karzai
on Thursday for signing into
law legislation that some be-
lieve legalizes the rape of a
wife by her husband and pre-
vents women from leaving the
house without a man’s per-
mission.

Critics worry the law un-
dermines hard-won rights for
women enacted after the fall
of the Taliban’s strict Islamist
regime.

The law which some law-
makers say was never de-
bated in parliament is in-
tended to regulate family life
inside Afghanistan’s Shiite
community, which makes up
about 20 percent of this coun-
try of 30 million people. The
law does not affect Afghan
Sunnis.

One of the most contro-
versial articles of the law
stipulates that the wife “is
bound to preen for her hus- -
band as and when he de-
sires.”

“As long as the husband
is not traveling, he has the
right to have sexual inter-
course with his wife every
fourth night,” Article 132 of
the law says. “Unless the wife
is ill or has any kind of illness
that intercourse could aggra-
vate, the wife is bound to give
a positive response to the
sexual desires of her hus-
band.”

One provision of the law
also appears to protect the
woman'’s right to sex inside
marriage, saying that the
“man should not avoid hav-
ing sexual relations with his
wife longer than once every
four mont
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'YOU HAVE
JUST RECHARGED
YOUR PHONE WITH

N200.00

AIRTIME

Airtime loadin g on the go.

With MTN e-charge, you can now loat air time (between N50 and N6,000) on your phone
from any Interswitch ATMs nationwide.

g

Insert your ATM card and enter the four digit PIN code.

- From the ATM menu, select the recharge option and click on MTN option.

» Type in the amount of air time you want to top up and’your MTN number. ;o

+ Press the SEND key on the ATM terminal and an MTN recharge notification will instantly appear on
the ATM screen.

T T
T TR

The ATM will show you 2

The ATM wil ask for your
susnroary. of your reguested
shown.

OFFICIAL SPONSOR

www.mtnonline.com

DDB’ aaan 0109
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TUNS FARM OSHOGBO
ONE OF THE LARGEST POULTRY FARMS N
NIGERIA WITH 42 AUTOMATED CLIMATIC PENS
AND INTEGRATED SLAUGHTERING MACHINE

ILE-OLUJI COCOA

ONE OF THE LARGEST COCOA PROCESSING PLANTS
N WEST AFRICA SITUATED IN ONDO STATE

GOLDEN ACRES PLANTATION

ONE OF THE LARGEST FRUIT PLANTATION PLANTS LOCATED
IN KADUNA, NORTHERN NIGERIA
7
MULTITREX COCOA »
ALARGE COCOA PLANT WITH A COCOA PROCESSING vy " ,

FACILITY OF 65,000 METRIC TONNES

~ Aharvestof j >

v
Over time. W& have sown seeds of support and financial backing across the different sectors
of the aconomy Our most important seed has always been our maxim - "Yes!'.

Today 1amsen are getting all the support they need and experiencing tremendous returns;
mechanized farming and agricultural development has also become achievable.

We said ‘Yes!"to Nigerian farmers and the harvest has been rewarding.

Talk to us and fet’s say the same o You,

a7 2 ]
&7 tofarmers.

Eor more information, call our Development and Finance Group on 01 -2627760, 08034100909

www.skyebankng.com

CentresPREADFCB
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WHEN WE DISCUSS
FINANCIAL MARKETS....

g

As the world shrinks further into a global hamlet, Financial decisions in even the remotest parts of the world may now
begin to affect our part of the globe, but those with us are always availed of current information which means they are never stranded.

.

@ FSDE ASSET MANAGEMENT povrren (@) PSDE SECUR

FTIES LINITED ‘»’ FENSIONS ALLIANCE LIMTTED

ki it UAC House (6-8th Fioors) 1-5 Odunlami Street, Lagos, Tel: 01-2640160-9, 2702886, 2704885, 2702890 Coral Help Desk: 01 -IWS, Fax 01-2704885.
T b e 0 Port-Harcourt Office: 2nd Floor, Afribank Building, 5 Trans Amadi Road, Port-Harcourt. Tel: 084-463308, 08024081331,
Ha1JE ] Abuja Office: Plot 990, Cadastral Zone AD Central Business District, Behind Leventis Stores, Abuja. Tel: 09-6700535, 09-2731170.

www.fsdhgroup.com www.fsdhsecurities.com
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDERING
A

The National Assembly in accordance with the Public Procurement Act hereby invites competent and reputable
companies/contractors to submit pre-qualification documents as pre-requisite to tender for the provision of the following goods and
services as contained in the 2009 Capital Budget.

B. LISTOF PROJECTS (LOTS

LOT1 - Furnishing of Fire Station and Procurement of Fire Equipments
LOT2 - Alternative Power Generation = _
LOT3 - Purchase of Printing Equipment ~
LOT4 - Refurbishmentof National Assembly Press
LOT5 - ICT/Communication Equipment
-LOT6 - Security Equipment -
LOT7 - Information, Video Conferencing and Printing Equipments
LOT8 - Purchase of utility Vehicles
LOT9 - Purchase of Ambulances, Medical and Dental Equipments
LOT 10 - Intercom Connectivity of National Assembly
LOT 11 - Purchase of Guests Houses in Abuja and Lagos
LOT 12- National Assembly Hospital Development
LOT 13 - Construction of National Assembly Worship Centre
LOT 14 - Purchase of Computer s and Computer Materials
LOT 15- Purchase of Office Equipment
LOT 16 - Electronic Registry Development-
LOT 17 - Library Development
LOT 18 - General Supplies
LOT 19 - Maintenance of Plants/Generators
LOT 20 - Partitioning and Furnishing of Offices
LOT 21 - Uniform and other Clothing
LOT 22 - Cleaning and Fumigation Service
LOT 23 - Consulting and Professional Services
LOT 24 - Renovation/Decoration of White House & Annex | &l
LOT 25 - Printing of Security Documents
LOT 26 - Library Books and Periodicals

C. Interested firms should indicate area(s) of interest in writing, attaching the following documents:
(1) Evidence of Company Registration (Certificate of incorporation of Company) and Registration with National Assembly
(2) Evidence of Tax Payments for the last Three Years
(3) Copies of Auditors Report and financial statement of the Company for the last Three Years
(4) Original Bank statement for the last 12 months
(5) Evidence of execution of similar job '
(6) Copies of VAT registration and evidence of past remittance forpro;ect completed
(7) Asworn affidavit certifying as follows:- :
: (a) Thatthe documents submitted for the pre-qualification exercises are not only genuine but correct.
(b) Thatthe Dlrector(s) of the company seeking for pre;quahf ication has never béen convicted by any court of law.
(c) Thatthe company is not bankrupt
(d) That non-of the officers of the National Assembly or National Assembiy Service Commission is a former or
present director of the company.

D. SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS

(a) The pre-qualification documents are to be submitted in three (03) copies, A4 sizes and neatly bound. The documents
should be arranged in the order listed under the pre-qualification requirements and each separated by dividers.

(b) The document must be sealed in an envelope and the reference job reference number must be clearly written at the top left
hand corner of the envelope.

(c) Addressed tothe Clerk to the National Assembly and clearly marked “Pre-qualification for the provision of goods and services to the
National Assembly”. Submission of the Pre-qualification documents shall be at the office of the Secretary National Assembly
Tenders Board, Room 1.351, 3rd Floor, Annex 1 Building, National Assembly Complex, Abuja.

E. CLOSING AND OPENING OF PRE-QUALIFICATION SUBMISSION.

Submission of Pre-qualification tender shall close at exactly two (02) weeks from the date on this advert while
submissions will be opened on the same day at 12noon in the House of Representatives Hearing Room 1, White House Bulding,
National Assembly Complex, Three Arms Zone, Abuja.

F. IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The National Assembly Tenders Board reserves the right to verify the authenticity of any clalms made on the pre-
qualification documents submitted by companies.
(a) Failure to comply with the above requirements would automatically results in disqualification
(b) NASSreserves the right to reject any or all pre-qualification documents.
(c)  Original documents listed must be produced for sighting
(d)  Tenderdocuments submitted late shall be rejected.

Signed

Director of Procurement and Supplies,
National Assembly. For Management
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CAREER OPPORTUN

We are a Pension Fund Administrator with business offices
nationwide. To sustain and enhance our strategic position as a
premier Pension Fund Administrator, exceptional
opportunities exist for ambitious and result- driven individuals
to join our team of dedicated workforce.

We are seeking to recruit dynamic, self-motivated and

resourceful individuals who have the vision and passion for -

excellence and superior performance to join our team in the
following positions:

1.0 AREA BUSINESS MANAGER

Job Description: =

Develop and implement strategies and framework to achieve
the company’s business development and market acquisition
goals in the private and public sub-sectors, etc.

Location: Port Harcourt.

Qualification:

AUniversity first degree or HND ( minimum of 2™ Class Hons or
Upper Credit ) and a minimum of 5 years post-qualification
marketing experience in a financial institution.

Professional Membership:
Any relevant professional membership will be an advantage.

2.0 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT & MARKETING
EXECUTIVES:

Job Description:

Develop and implement strategies and framework to achieve
the company’s business development and market acquisition
goals in the private and public sectors at the business offices,
etc.

Location: Yola , Birnin-Kebbi, Ado-Ekiti, Jalingo, Sokoto,

Katsina, Makurdi, Kaduna and Gusau.

Qualification:
AUniversity first degree or HND ( minimum of 2" Class'Hons or
Upper Credit ) and 2 minimum one year post NYSC experience
in a similar role in a financial institution or related environment.

3.0 ASSITANT BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT & MARKETING
EXECUTIVES

Job Description:

Field Sales Officers implementing the company’s business
development and market acquisition goals in their various
locations, etc.

Location: Yola , Birin-Kebbi, Ado-Ekiti, Jalingo, Sokoto,
Katsina, Makurdi, Kaduna and Gusau.

Qualification:

Minimum of a National Diploma ( minimum of lower credit ) and
a minimum one year experience in a similar role in a financial
institution or other related marketing environment.

4.0 TRADE SUPPORT OFFICER

Job Description:

Provide prompt and efficient back office support to the
investment/trading function; execution and settiement of
trade instructions, liaison with custodians, brokers and other
counter parties, reconciliation of custodian bank accounts and

Daily Trust Friday, April 3, 200¢
the investment portfolio, etc.
Location: Abuja.

 Qualification:

A University Degree or HND ( minimum-of 2™ Class Hons or
Upper Credit ) in Finance, Accounting, Economics, or any
related Management and Numerate Sciences, with a minimum
of 3 years relevant working experience in a similar role in a
financial institution.

Professional Membership :
Any relevant professional membership will be an advantage.

5.0 FUNDACCOUNTS OFFICER

Job Description: ;
Provide an efficient administration of the Funds Under
Management; reconciliation and valuation of the funds,
preparation and rendition of regulatory returns, preparation of
financial statements for the funds under management, etc.

Location: Abuja.

Qualification:

A University Degree or HND ( minimum of 2™ Class Hons or
Upper Credit ) in Finance, Accounting, Economics, or any
related Management and Numerate Sciences, with a minimum
of 3 years relevant working experience in a similar role in a
financial institution.

Professional Membership
Any relevant professional membership will be an advantage.

6.0 ADMIN OFFICER

Job Description:

Provide an efficient administrative support services to the
company; ensuring an efficient facility management,
procurements, inventory management, asset maintenance,
and vendor management, etc.

Location: Abuja

Qualification:

A University Degree or HND ( minimum of 2™ Class Hons or
Upper Credit) in Business Administration, Humanities or
Management-related discipline, and a minimum of 3 years
relevant working experience in a similar role in a financial
institution or other related environment.

7.0 CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICERS :

Job Description:

Implement the company’s relationship management and
customer care policies and goals in their business areas, efc.
Location: Positions required in states of the
federation.

Qualification:

Minimum of National Diploma ( minimum of lower credit ) in
Social Sciences, Humanities or Management-related discipline
and a minimum of 2 years experience in the customer service
function of a financial institution or other related customei
service environment.

8.0 MEDIA OFFICER

Job Description

Project the company'’s operations and businesses in the Media
coordinate all publicity and promotion activities, managing
internal and external communications, liaison with strategi
stakeholders including the labour unions, etc.

Location: Abuja

Continued next page...
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES (Cont’d)

Qualification:
_AUniversity Degree or HND ( minimum of 2 Class Hons or Upper
-}, Credit ) in Mass Communications, English Language, Social
Sciences or Humanities, and a minimum of five years relevant
working exp*é?ién‘ce in a financial institution, Media House, or
related environment.

9.0 Database Administrator:

Job Description:

Manage the company’s database; develop and ensure that data

-storage, archiving, back-up and recovery procedures are
functioning as required; Ensure database integrity and security;
Assesse user needs and conducts periodic database capacity
planning; Install and configure the company’'s databases;
Manage access permission and privileges; Manage all the core
database applications of the company; Maintain the back-up tape

library and disaster recovery site; Generate periodic database

performance and availability reports; etc.

Location : Abuja
Qualification:

AUniversity Degree or HND ( Minimum of 2™ Class Hons or Upper
Credit ) in Computer Sciences, Elect/Electronics Engineering,
Computer Engineering or closely related disciplines, and
minimum of 5 years relevant experience in a financial institution
oran [T related environment.

Professional Certification Required: OCP, MCDA and any
other relevant professional qualification.

10.0 SYSTEM DEVELOPER
Job Description:

Defining and implementing standards and best practices for
software development; ‘Developing, testing, and delivering
programs to specifications given; Ensuring that developed
software code is optimized to meet or exceed stated response
time and processing requirements and process efficiently on
hardware platforms; Supporting the software development life-
cycle and E-Commerce framework; Providing and maintaining
program and system documentation for all work; etc.

b

Qualification:
A University degree ( minimum of 2™ Class Hons) in Computer
Sciences, Elect/Electronics Engineering or Computer
Engineering, with minimum relevant working experience of 5
years programming with NET framework, ASP.NET, Web

Services, SOAP and XML, Visual Basic and C++, MS SQL
Sever.

Professional Certification Required: MCSD, MCAD and any
other relevant professional qualification.

If you meet the above professional and educational qualifications,
send your application letter and a comprehensive CV to:

The Advertiser,
P.M.B 254
Garki- Abuja.

Your application letter should state the position applied for, current
residential and contact address. All applications should be
received within two weeks of the date of this publication. Only
short listed applicants will be contacted. :

SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE, BAUCHI
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION
OF CONTRACTORS SUPPLIERS

INTRODUCTION:

The School of Agriculture, Bauchi, plans to execute a
number of projects and is therefore inviting interested and capable
contractors to submit bid documents for the supplyandor
construction of the following projects under the year 2007
Education Trust Fund (ETF) intervention:

n Construction of Block of 4-class rooms;

(ii) Procurement of 20No Lecturer's Tables and Chairs;

(iii) Procurement of 4No HP P4 3.2GHz, 1 GB Memory,
120GB HDD and DVD Writer;

(iv) Procurement of 4No HP Desklet 1280 A3 Printers;

v) Procurement of 4No UPS (Mercury);

Interested bidders are to submit the following Documents:-

(i)  Evidence of registration / incorporation of Company by
the corporate Affairs Commission.

(ii) Evidence of registration with Federal Ministry of Works or
the School Of Agricultures.

(ili) Company Audited Accounts for three years.

(iv) Company three years Income Tax Clearance Certificate.

(v) Evidence of financial capability and banking support, and
bank statement from a reputable bank acceptable to the
school vouching for the company's financial prowess.

(vi) Evidence of technical qualification and experience of the
key personnel.

(vii) Company's profile indicating Technical, Managerial and
supporting Staff and their experience in the field.

(viii} Evidence of similar projects successfully executed in the
last three years, indicating Names of the clients,
consultants and certificate of practical completion.

(ix) List of Equipment and evidence Of technology capacity.

(x) Evidence of VAT registration/_past VAT remittances.

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS

All documents must be packaged in the order listed (i-x) and
submitted in a sealed envelope and marked supply of
construction of and personally deposited in the tenders
box provided in the office of the Registrar, School Of Agriculture,
Bauchi between the hours of 10am to 1:00am on Mondays to
Thursdays and 10am to 1:00pm on Fridays not later than two
weeks from the date of this publication.

The pre-qualification documents will be opened at the Council
Chamber of the School at a date which will be communicated at
the point of the submission of the documents. Please note that this
is not an invitation to tender and only successful applicants will be
invited to tender after pre-qualification. Furthermore the School is
not bound to accept any particular applications or any condition
there attached.

All documents should be addressed to: -

The Registrar,

School Of Agriculture,

P.M.B. 0094, Bauchi,

Bauchi State. '

Signed
Alh. Muhammad Baba Galadima
Registrar
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| tis with immense gratitude to
the Almighty God and a deep
sense of patriotism that we
announce the birth of The
Restoration Group.

The group emerged out of series
of meetings held in Abuja and
Kaduna. The meetings resolved
and adopted a mission
statement which w:ll be its
guiding principle.

The Restoration Group is
desirous of restoring the loss of
confidence and faith by
Nigerians in the Nation's political
system, governance and
leadership. We intend, to
mobilise and seek out like-
minded Nigerians with similar
vision and ideals towards the
establishment of a just, equitable
and open political system and
culture that is deeply rooted in
real and true democracy. To this

end our mission is:

Bo~t

“To be the vanguard of the
movement for the restoration
of public trust in the
credibility, integrity,

competence and commitment
to Social Justice of ngena S

Political leadership".

To achieve this noble objective,

The Restoration Group is

already working with and is
willing to join hands with other
groups and concerned citizens

- whose aim is to restore public

trust in leadership founded on
well-established, universally
accepted electoral process and
democratic principles.

In pursuance of this objective,
we would exercise our
fundamental human rights and
the constitutionally guaranteed
freedom of association and

expression to strengthen our

democracy.

May God bless our Fatherland!

Honourable Sadiq Yar'Adua

National Publicity Co-ordinator

SMS Line — 0706 358 1345

Friday, April 3, 2009 -
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GNigerian stock market records
biggest decline worldwide

O ) 2 i
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"
g here is no Nigerian
company on the list of
Africa’s top 30
companies, Daily Trust can
report. .-
South African
companies dominated the

top ranking, as 15 of the 16
top companies on the

continent are from South

By Jibrin Abubakar
United Bank for Africa(UBA

was 34th on the ranking in -

2008 but it has fallen to 81%),
Oceanic Bank(It was also
48th last year but now 83™)
and Dangote Sugar
Refinery(94™).
Intercontinental Bank
Plc and Guinness Nigeria Plc

Plc(180™), Julius Berger
Nigeria Plc(188") and Oando
Plc(189™).

While expressing
concern over Nigeria’s

performance, the report also -

says: “Yet it is difficult to
overlook the dramatic fall in
Nigerian share prices, The
Nigerian Stock Exchange
lost more than 60% of its

No Nigerian company
on Africa’s top 30

For helicopter Flights to Anywhere
. in Nigeria call:

;‘A HELICOPTERS
Maryiand Haliport

1, Bank Anthony Way, Maryland, tkeja, Lages
GS&Y +234 803 446 3432
ﬁmﬁ oon&d@%mwm

$23.497billion. On ifs
website, African biggest
company said it has 190,000
employees.

The top four African
companies which are all
South African also include:
SABMiller (consumer
%oods) with market value of

23.317 billion; Sasol (oil &
gas) limited which worth

Africa.

From left: Wife of the Kaduna State governor, Héjiya Amina Sambo, Oceanic Bank Fjue Director FCT Zone, Akin

i

&

Asalu and wife of the m@ni'ster of Commerce and Industry, Mrs. Theresa Udenwa, at the foundation laying ceremony of
the Wuye Ultra qu;ti] Market Phase III, in Abuja.....on Wednesday.

Fifty four of the It&%%

also came from South
African Business magazine
said in its latest ranking of
Africa’s top companies in
2009.

On the list of 200 top
companies, FirstBank of
Nigeria Plc, with a market
value of $2.415billion ranks
34,

Other Nigerian
companies on the list are:
Nigeria Breweries Plc (54™),
Zenith Bank (61%), Ecobank

- Nigeria (62"), African

Petroleum (67“‘), Bank
PHB(73™) Wema Bank(78"),

also ranked 110" and 115"
respectively.

Other Nigerian
companies on the list are:
Nestle Nigeria Ltd (134%),
Mobil Oil Nigeria Plc(138th),
Afribank Nigeria Plc(139th),
Fidelity Bank Nigeria(143™)
and StanbicIBTC
bank(150™).

Others are: First City
Monument Bank(156"),
National Sports Lottery
Plc(161%), Spring Bank
Plc(167™), Access
Bank(168‘h) Diamond
Bank(173), Total Nigeria
Plc(178™), Benue cement

value between March 2008
and March 2009.”

In West Africa, Sonatel
telecom of Cote d’Ivoire tops

the list with $2.492 in market
value.
It said: “Egypt and

Moroccan firms pose some
challenge in the higher
reaches of our table but
South Africa is in an
economic league of its own
in sub-Saharan Africa.”
The report said South
African Anglo American
group (mining and metals) is
Africa’s biggest company
with a market value of

$18.604 billion and MTN
Group Limited (telecoms)
with a market value of
$16.333billion.

In . North Africa,
Morocco and Egypt also top
the ranking of companies in
the region.

Morocco’s Itissalat Al-
Maghrib, Attijariwafa and
BMCE rank fifth, 15th and
18th on the list.

In East Africa, the
Safaricom telecom of Kenya
tops the list with
$1.523billion in market
value.

CBN EXCHANGE RATES

Date Currency Buying(NGN) Central(NGN) Selling(NGN)
1/4/2009 | CFA 02721 -1 02821 02921
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, DANISHKRONER 25.8089 25.898 259871
EURO 192.3258 192.99 193.6542
POUNDS STERLING 208.266 208.9853 209.7045
RIYAL 38.608 38.7414 38.8747
SDR 216533 217.2808 218.0286
= SWISS FRANC 127.1227 | 1275617 128.0007
USDOLLAR 144.78 - | 14528 14578
| WAUA 214.9494 | 2156918 2164341
| YEN 14701 | 14752 14803
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AP wants FG to subsidise cost of gas cylinders

he Chief‘C);C)erating
Officer (COO)of
African Petroleum
(AP) Plc Mr.Tunde Falasinu
has urged the Federal
government to heavily
subsidise the cost of gas

cylinder, saying the
development would
encourage massive

domestic consumption of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) in the country.

Said doing this would be
a better alternative to
kerosene subsidy with

From Mohammed
Shosanya, Lagos

}fyositive implication for re-
orestation and healthier
environment.

Falasinu, who spoke
Tuesday during the visit of
the World LPG Association
delegation to the AP
headquarters in Lagos, said
the consumption per capita
of the product is abysmally
low compared to the.
growing population of the-
country.

According to him, the
consumption of the LPG
surged from 58,000metric
tons in 2006 to less than
year 80,000 metric tons last,
saying the figures are still
unacceptable to the nation’s
population strength.

He said, if it 1s obvious
that potentials in Liquefied
Petroleum Gas in Nigeria are
enormous if we have the
right combination of
consistent policies, effective
regulations, and investment
in requisite infrastructure

and sound marketing
strategies”’.

He said his company has
rendered a good account of
itself in LPG business with
three LPG plants.located in
Lagos, Kano and Port
Harcourt.

He added that the
company planned to
establish new ones in
Abuja, Kaduna, Ibadan,
Onitsha and Jos.

He further disclosed that
as part of the company’s
renewed drive to take

From left: Mr Hafiz Bakare, Head Produc‘tion, First Bank of Nigeria Plc; Mr. Gbenga Shobo, Group Head and Product

Channels; and Mrs. Funke Smith, Head Consumer Banking Products at the FBN Big Splash Promo Draws Reloaded

2 in Lagos.

Pic: Oladipupo Odunewu

UNIDO, BOI partner to salvage textile

vage the Nigerian textile

ector, the Bank of Indus-

gy (Bol), is partnering the

nited Nations Industrial

Develogmem Organisation

) to provide the re-

quired funding for the revi-
talization of the sector.

The partnership will fo-
cus on the production of
cotton, which is the major
raw material for the industry.

This was made known to
Journalists in Abuja, when
top officials of both organi-
zations paid a visit to the
Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industt,;z,
Humphrey Enemakwu Abah.

Representing the Direc-
tor General of UNIDO, Co-
ordinator, International Fi-
nancial Institutions Partner-
ship Unit, Mr. Patrick
Kormawa, said the partner-
ship with Bol, was his
organization’s response to
the request from the Minis-
try of Commerce and Indus-
try to support its effort in the
rehabilitation of the cotton
and textile industry in Nige-

ria.

He added that already, a
memorandum of understand-
ing between UNIDO and BOI
was sion~ last year.

here to see what
doto help in the
extile industry,
e stakeholders

. pecially those
ctor and to see
in which the

Isn a renewed bid to sal

industry

By Yunus Abdulhamid

industry is ﬁc‘)ing in order to
resuscitate the textile indus-

“From our side at
UNIDO, we are ready to
work with the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nigeria to imple-
ment the recommendations
of the study earlier carried
out on the industry; and to
ensure that we identify the
short term activities that we
can embark upon, together
with stakeholders. We mtend
to design a road map show-
ing the milestones for the
medium to long term activi-
ties that we will implement”,
he said.

Speaking on funding for
the sector, Kormawa said
UNIDO is a technical agency,
which only provides techni-
cal assistance to its member
States. He said that the or-
ﬁanization does not provide

irect funding but that this
could be facilitated through
its international financial
partnership unit where bank-
able programmes are devel-
oped to help the industrial
sector.

As for the N70 billion tex-
tile fund promised by the
Federal Government, General
Manager of the Bol, Alhaji
Mohanmmed Alkali, who
represented the Director

Genlc\:dral Ef thle Ba(r)lg of Indx_x(sl-
try, Ms Evelyn Oputu, said,
the fund was still available,
and would be disbursed to
beneficiaries sopn.

While making a presen-
tation at the meeting, Direc-
tor of Industrial Policy and
Private Sector Development
at UNIDO, Mr. Mohamed
Lamine Dhaoui, said the

‘programme would focus on

the development of the cot-
ton, textile and garment
(CTG) value chain network.

He mentioned the con-
straints in the industry to
include weak productive ca-
pacity brought about by
poor equipment.

He promised that
UNIDO would work to en-
hance the competitiveness
of the supply capacity for
cotton and ensure the con-
formity of the CTG to inter-
national standard.

In his remarks, the Min-
ister praised UNIDO for dis-
playing knowledge of the
challenges facing the sector
as it concerns cotton, textile
and garment subsectors,
and indeed, the agro sector.
He said that the same for-
mula applies to the CTG and
the larger agro sector of the
Nigerian economy.

According to him, the

overnment is doing some- .

g about rice production

after which attention will
shift to textile and cotton.
“But I think that both can run
concurrently and it will help
us to save time. Sometimes
last month, I received a del-
egation of consultants from
UNIDO and I was impressed
that they have/done an ex-
tensive study as it relates to
CTG in Nigeria’, he said.

He appealed to both or-
ganizations to concentrate
efforts towards re-upgrading
and modernization of the
value chain; from sourcing
quality cotton seed to plant-
ing, processing of the cot-
ton and producing the final
products, the garments.

“I will appeal that we
move away from the talk
shops now and get into the
field. My challenge to
UNIDO and BOI is to help
us leverage on their techni-
cal cagii;ity to access long
term ding. That is our
most crucial need now be-
cause this project requires
long term funding at low in-
terest rate”.

“Happily, there is a para-

" dox that while the world is

going through a depression,
the cost of funding is down.
Let us make the best use of
that. Given the quality of
management of BOL, I am
confident that whatever
fund is given to them will be
judiciously utilized and re-
covered’.

advantage of the potentials
in LPG marketing in the
country, its LPG storage
facilities in Lagos would %e
expanded from 840 metric
tons to 6000 metric tons,
adding that its obsolete LPG
filling plants would be
replaced with modern ones.

“Meanwhile, we have
just taken delivery of two
new mobile filling plants for
Lagos and Kano. These
mobile plants will enable us
resume commercial filling of
LPG bottles, pending the
complete modernisation of
the existing permanent
filling plants.”

“AP Plc is also blazing
the trail with our recent
importation of composite
cylinders from America.

This surely will represent the
formal introduction and
marketing of the composite
refill bottles in Nigeria”.

Also speaking at the
occasion, the Managing
Director of the World LPG
Association, James Rockall
advised the Federal
government to create an
enabling environment for
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
business to thrive in the
country.

He said creating the

right environment would not
only buoy investment in
LPG but would also witness
a massive consumption of
the product. 3

He said his association
is determined to work with
the Federal government to
explore ways to grow LPG
business in the country.

o
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he Director of National

«+® Animal production In-
stitute, Professor
Ambrose Voh , hasexpressed

concern over the prolifera-
tion of yoghurt factories in
the country, szging it was a
threat to health.

Voh who spoke to Daily
Trust in his office in Shika
near Zaria noted that most
of the yoghurt that is con-
sumed 1n the country failed
to meet minimum standard,
adding that regulationin the
sector had been undermined
and ineffective in the recent
years.

He said the proliferation
was an indication of lack of
control by way of policy or
legislation stressing that
both National Agency for
food Drug Administration
and Control, NAFDAC and
Standards Or}%anization of
Nigeria and other regulatory
agencies have not been dis-
charging their responsibili-
ties.

According to him, the
current practice in the coun-
try was that anybody could
produce anything and call it
yoghurt and sell to innocent
consumers.

“Why Nigerians are no
longer saving’
|  ByAbubakar Buba

he failed bank experi-

ence in  Nigeria

coupled with the nega-
tive effect of the global finan-
cial meltdown are some of the
factors scari;ﬁ(Nigerians from
operating bank accounts, a fi-
nancial expert, Mr. Remi
Bamidele has said.

It would be recalled that
findings from a research con-
ducted by the Department for
International Development
(DFID) in collaboration with
the World Bank recently indi-
cated that about 70% of Nige-
rians do not operate any form

of account.

The r further stated
1liilat ;15%«1;‘ ofN 1%lelr1ans (63 mil-
on) who initially operate an
account have w1tl¥dtawn from
the formal ing systemni be-
cause of lack of faith and con-
fidence. It added that most Ni-
erians patronize the informal
- banking sector ‘such as the
“Esusu” daily contribution to

the conventional system.

Mr. Bamidele said that the |

development was unhealthy
-+ foranation that is thriving to
. becoming amon%,the world’s
. largest economy |

said that most Nigerians had
their savings

oped during | |
the crisis that rocked the bank- | |

" ing system in 2002 leading to

the liquidation and failure of |

n‘ﬁny comrilercial banks.
“Many people-are yet to re-
cover from gle losses they in-
curred during the failed
crisis in Nigeria. Even the Ni-
geria Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (NDIC) that is
saddled with the responsibil-
ity of ensuring that custom-
ers of the affected banks get
their money back did not help
issue. Till date, many Nigeri-
ans have not been compen-
sated for their losses.

“For them, it is a case of
once beaten, twice shy. They
are yet to be-convinced that

the 25 billion capitalization |

olicy by the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) forall commier-
cial banks s enéuh to keep
o Eatee e R s :
o

v2020.He | |

Expert raises alarm over yo

ﬁ}yAbubakarK.MommohJé

are imported into the coun-
try as milk powder which is
used to produce
without standard bench
marks, parameters and with-
out standard conditions for
even transportation or stor-
age of these products”

He attributed the prac-
tice to the perchance of Ni-
gerians to cheat and make
profit at all cost, pointing out
that the demand for dairy
products in the country was
overwhelming, adding how-
ever that the institute was
determined to make the dif-
ference, explaining that the
yoghurt produced in the in-

s “trust.

Plot 3-4, Adewiin

oghurt

stitute was from natural milk,
and it was the best.

The institute started
commermalg)roducﬁon of yo-
ghurt in 19
produces 250 litres per day

4 and presently.

_most of which is sold to the

university community and
Zaria residents.

He said that even when
one was going to blend with
milk powder, there was defi-

nite proportion of milk pow-
der to natural fresh milk that
must be used, lamenting
however that this was being
flouted with nobody check-
ingit.

ghurt factories

Professor Voh said that
to succeed -in the effort to
sanitize the sector, it would
need the help of all the stake-
holders, saying it was ion in
their interest.

Abuja to host World Energy

he Nigerian National
Committee of the
World Energy Council

1(‘[\I'NC-WEC) and the Cleaner
. Fossil Fuels System’s Commit-

T tee of WEC 1n collaboration

with the Energy Commission
of Nigeria (ECN) will co-host
this year’s summit on Cleaner
Fossil Fuels Technologies in
Africa: Challenges and Op-

A Div. Of John Holt Plc (Rc 2662)

mi indistriat Fstate. Ku

portunities next week in Abuja.

~ FG Wilson Generator
" 12.5KVA-80 kVA Basic & Soundprqof ;

Quality and value just got affordablg. /
John Holt Engineering now offers ~

FG Wilson generators (12.5 KVA - 80 kVA)
at highly reduced prices. '

_ This is the opbb’rm’nity‘you: have been waiting: ¥ :
forto get the altemative power source youcan

Hurry.how! Visit any Ebrancﬁ?of 'John Holt Eﬁgih”ﬁng :
today and enjoy good quality for less.

dirat Abiola Way, Oregun fkeja Lagos

| By HamisuMuhammad |

The summit is scheduled
for 6%-7" April 2009 and the
WEC Africa Regional Meet-
ing on the 8" April 2009.

The objective of the sum-
mit is to provide an in-depth
understanding of clean en-
ergy, carbon storage tech-
nologies, challenges and op-
portunities in Africa.

0

07025516613

The statement from the
Energy Commission ofNi%E-
ria said other benefits of the
summit is to demonstrate that
clean fossil fuel systems are
essential to modern energy
access and Africa’s sustain-
able development,

To enhance the awareness
of stakeholders of African en-
ergy sectors and to promote
clean energy technology

Council
lxmfc[)iwledge and deployment in

ca

The summit which will be
declared open by the Minis-
ter of Power, Lanre Babalola
will provide a forum for en
experts within and outside the
country, decision makersiand
consumers to discuss the role
of cleaner fossil fuel technolo-
gies, exchange information
and create networks.

Offer valid

16th Feb. to
30th April, 2009

from

07026516606 07025518660 07025516862

0702551666

e
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Nigerian air transportation remains risky due to
the operation of rickety aircraft and the persisternt
insecurity and neglect of the airports.

T hough air transpor- >

tation the world overis- | ¥ Port-Harcourt airport that most
generally regarded as i Ty Shehin Atiubapn | %f the air di_sasters that
the safest, in Nigeria, the occurred'so far in the country
problems of this method of were avoidable. She blamed the

transportation, which are disasters on the lack of

adequate provision of the
needed safety facilities at the
airports.

_ “Some of these airports do
not have automatic standby

generators to immediately
provide light as soon as there
is power failure from the
national grid. The way our light
is always on and off, you know

sector,” he said.
A passenger, Mrs Fanovo
Dimowo, told Daily Trust at the

)W COWS grazed on a

it will be disastrous for the light
to go off when a plane is
landing at an airport that has
no automatic standby plant, or
even when the plant is there,

they tell you it cannot start

itself due to lack of fuel.
“Instead of every state now
trying to have an airport and
within few years it is called an
international airport, and the
burden of running it is
transferred to the federal

traced to decay of infrastruc-
tures at the nation’s airports,
absence of vital air safety
equipments and the use of
outdated aircrafts have, in the
recent past, made air travels
unsafe. '

Several avoidable air
disasters were recorded at
almost all the airports in the
country, especially between
2005 to 2006 when over 300
passengers and crew members
were reportedly killed, many
others disfigured and
properties that cannot be
quantified lost in the disasters.

Among those that lost their
lives in such air disasters were

.the Sultan of Sokoto, late Alhaji

Muhammadu Maccido and
students of Layola Jesuit
secondary school, who left
Abuja for Port-Harcourt on
holidays but their plane
crashed in Port-Harcourt.

Speaking exclusively to
Daily Trust at Tinapa resort in
Calabar, an US-based Nigerian
flight engineer, Mr. Horsefall
Bright Etim, said Nigeria is one
of the countries of the world
that has the best trained pilots
but working under the most
difficult conditions due to poor
flight infrastructure.

“It was amazing to hear that
at the Port-Harcourt interna-
tional airport, cows were
caught grazing at the tarmac
and a plane had to ran into
them. How did cows get to the
tarmac? That was a clear case
of insecurity and neglect.
Every airport of that status
should be fenced round to
avoid encroachment by
animals and unwanted
persons.

“Some of the international
airports in this country do not
have standard runways. Some
of the runways are too small
for some of the big planes on
international routes. In some
cases, you also find the tarmacs
with potholes or defective
lights. The situation is so
frustrating that some pilots do
not even want to come this
way.

“You see, air transportation
is a very delicate and money
consuming business. The
moment one thing that is
supposed to-be there is not
where it is supposed to be, you
are inviting trouble. The
government in developing
countries like Nigeria may not-
be able to fund the aviation
sector. I think provision should
be made for private companies
and individuals to invest in the

Air crafts on a Nigerian airport tarmac

s

& -
Inside a Nigerian airport

government, I think these
airports should be zoned so
that we would have few but
effective ones instead of
having many that we cannot
maintain. Establishing more
than one airport within a
distance of 200 kilometers is
just unnecessary,” she said.

A retired deputy
comptroller of Immigration,
who worked at several airports
in the country while in service,
Alhaji Haruna Buhari Jega, said
some of the aircrafts in Nigeria,
especially those operating as
domestic commercial aircrafts,
are scraps that should not be
allowed to fly in Nigeria even
as private planes.

“You find some of these
planes very old even to be
used as vehicles. I wonder why
government should allow them
to be flying and even be
conveying passengers.
Sometimes in 2006, I joined one
of such planes from Port-
Harcourt to:Lagos. They had
to use a heavy hammer to force
the door open before we
disembarked: If there was
emergency, what do you think
would have happened?

“You find such planes with
worn-out tyres and every part

of the
heavy

confid
revivi
Some‘
pilots,
many
countr
appoi
privat
If the
devel
be ret

airling
was 1
those
woul
anyth
gove
airlin
have

know
of the
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ane shaking. From the
hoise coming out of it
bw all. is not well. Yet,
we have an agency
ng the operations of
in this country.
are actually taking a
k on air transport. It is
it we had to pay dearly
i the casualties
1 over time,” he said.

jaior aviation official
-aded anonymity said
bral government has
tried its best in
g the problems of the
allocating funds for
pvision of some air
quipments, but alleged
money was embezzled
fficials of the ministry,
as led to the arrest and
ent prosecution of two
ministers of aviation.

stage, some of us lost
ce in the possibility of
b the aviation sector.
rofessionals like the
flight engineers and
bthers left to other
s while some took up
ments with some
pirlines in the country.
bector must be fully
ed, existing staff must
ined and more other
mployed,” the source

toreach some of the
pperators to comment
successful as most of
ontacted said they
not want to say
o that would hurt the
ment because the
they are working for
t made their positions
0 them on the situation
ndustry in the country.
ever, the permanent
ry of the federal
y of aviation and
an of the Nigerian
of the steering
tee of the West and
African air transport
d security protection,
dris Adamu Kuta, said
por actually suffered
glects in the past that
ecording several air
5, but said the present
stration is taking
e measures aimed at
g the problems.
pnfirmed that over 300
erereportedly killed in
air crashes in Nigeria
2005 and 2006, and
federal government
ed out programmes
d'at addressing the
hs-of air transportation
puntry with the aim of
b total and holistic air
brt security in the

pid by the time all the

measures are put in
y the end of 2010,
S air transport sector is

bd to be among the " |

hithe world except for
auses that are beyond
control. He said his
ee has already started
enting some of ‘he

measures designed to make the
nation’s aviation industry meet
up with the international
standard.

Malam Kuta said the
ministry of aviation has
secured a 46 million-dollar loan
from the World Bank which will
be spent in tackling air
transportation problems in the
country under the components
of the World Bank Projects co-
ordinated by the Project
Coordination Unit of the
ministry.

He said the targeted
projects are the economic
reform and governance project
[ERGP] and the West and
Central Africa air transport
safety and security programme
[WCAATSSP], Nigeria Project.
According to him, the overall
objective of the projects is to
enhance safety and security of
operations in the nation’s
aviation industry.

“The Aviation component
of ERGP is a project designed
to streamline and strengthen

institutional and work
processes in the sector. It will
be recalled that following the
two major plane crashes in
2003, the Federal Government
of Nigeria expressed deep
concern and embarked on
measures to forestall reoccur-
rence of such unfortunate
incidents.

“One of the measures taken
was to request for assistance
from ERGP to support specific
reforms and immediate physical
investment in the Aviation

airport tarmac

Sector with a view to
enhancing safety and security.
The cost of the Aviation
component of the ERGP is
estimated at 15 million dollars
and is targeted at specific
projects inline with ERGP
reform goals,” he said.
Mallam Kuta said under the
program, low level wind shear
alert system that are identified
as part of the major problems
of air transportation in the
country will be procured and

“installed at the nation’s

'Herds of cattle could graze into an airport tarmac in Nigeria

aft crash-landed at a Nigerian airport.

government and World Bank.

airports. He said already, steps
have been taken in purchasing
the equipments.

“The
Nigeria project is a regional
programme designed by the
World Bank to partner with and
assist the 23 West and Central
Africa [WCA] countries in
order to identify and execute
specific projects that would
create a safe and secured
environment for air transport
in the sub-region.

“It is important to note that
three fatal crashes of passen-
ger’s airlines between 2005 and
2006 which claimed more than
300 lives posed threat to the
nation’s air traffic in the
airspace. The Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria therefore joined
the WCAATSSP in 2006,
having met the eligibility
criteria to quickly address
serious lapses in aviation
security and safety which was
considered responsible for the
unfortunate incidents of plane
crashes,” he cleared.

He said the project steering
committee is responsible for
providing support and resol-
ving any constraint that may
hamper project implementation
and would require interven-
tions from other ministries or
arms of the government.

He said the committee is
also responsible for provi-
ding policy direction on
matters relating to the project
preparation and implemen-
tation and carry out risk
assessments of fiduciary risks
related to the project implemen-
tation, in consistency with the
dialogue between the World
Bank and the government on
governance issues.

According to the perma-
nent secretary, the project
steering committee (PSC) is
expected to ensure that the
project is implemented smoo-

“ thly and speedily without

compromising on quality,
transparency and fiduciary
responsibilities of the

[WCAATSSP], -

s
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performer during the past decade,
sted the biggest declines worldwide
in the first quarter as bad loans to speculators
pushed bank valuations to an all-time low.
'The Nigerian Stock Exchange All Share
Index fell 37 percent this year, the steepest
:Luanerly decline in more a decade and
e worst of 89 benchmark indexes tracked b
Bloomberg. Stocks in Africa’s largest oil-
producing nation reached a five- year low last
week, even as arebound in crude spurred gains
in commodity-exporting countries from Russia
and Norway to Brazil.

Investors have been fleeing “the good, the
bad and the ugly” of the financial industry
since Ni%gjrlian regulators allowed banks to
delay booking losses on so-called margin loans
backed by shares, emer%ing-markets brokerage
Renaissance Capital says. The lack of
disclosure left investors unable to identiff'
potential losses. The All Share Index may fall
another 9 percent, according to Moscow-
based Renaissance and London-based Exotix
Holding Ltd. -

“Without meaningful disclosure investors
will be hesitant to come back, especially in the
financials,” said Christopher Hartland-Peel, an
equity analyst at Exotix. “No one can really tell
how the companies are faring.”

Lenders may be holding as much as $10
billion of toxic assets, equal to about half of
their capital, according to Eurasia Grouf), the
New York-based research firm that publishes
the Global Political Risk Index with Citigroup
Inc. Banks have provided at least 1 trillion naira
(86.8 billion) of margin loans to allow investors
to buy shares, Bank of America Corp. said ina
report last week.

Slowing Economy » :

Growth of Nigeria’s economy may slow to
1.5 percent this year because of lower revenue
from oil, which accounts for 20 percent of gross

Nigeria’s stock market; Africa’s best

Nigerian stock market records

domestic product, according to Standard &
Poor’s. The naira weakened 20 percent against
mfgb(}oﬂa; sil;lece Ni)_v. 26, wglen the (}en o ank
of Nigeria imiting the ly of foreign
exchagn € to g::ks to protect i’g?cpign reserves.
The ’s naira rate was unchanged at 148.10
per dollar today, compared with 172 versus the
dollar in unofficial street tradin| according to
Mohammed Kuza, a currency dealer in Lagos.

Renaissance expects the All Share Index
to drop to 18,000 in the first half, from today’s
closin‘%level 0f 19,871.69. Exotix forecast the
same drop, without giving a time frame.

No Bank Failures

The market has a daily turnover of between
$10 million and $20 million and a total
capitalization of $30.1 billion, according to
Renaissance and UBA Capital, the brokerage
unit of Lagos-based United Bank for Africa
Plc. That compares with an average turnover
0f $30.2 billion a day this year on the New York
Stock Exchange and).'a U.S. market capitalization
of $9.38 trillion, Bloomberg data show.

Lenders make up about two-thirds of the
Nigerian stock market, the largest proportion
among the 50 equity indexes worldwide that
are %rouped in industries by Bloomberg and
MSCI Inc. Banks accounted for four of the
five worst performers this year among the 20
biggest Niggrian stocks by market value.

Wema Bank Ple, the lender whose chief
executive was replaced by the central bank in
September, dropped 67 percent, while Stanbic
IBTC Plc, the Nigerian unit of Standard Bank
Group Ltd., and Intercontinental Bank Plc, the
country’s third-biggest lender by assets, lost
51 percent. Zenith Bank Plc, the fifth- largest,
retreated 47 percent. African Petroleum Plc,
N;Fena’s second-biggest fuel retailer by market
value, was the worst performer with a 79 percent
drop. All are based in Lagos.

ank Reserves
Central bank Governor Chukwuma Soludo

Ndi Okereke Onyuike ;
said Nigeria won’t allow any lenders to fail.
Banks 1n distress may be given loans, have
their management restructured or be forced to
merge with another lender, he said in a speech
in Lagos on March 30.
igeria’s lenders have amon§ the biggest
cushions against losses in the world, accordi %
to the central bank. Their average capita
adequacy ratio, a measure of capital against
risk-weighted assets, stands at about 22
gercent, compared with 18.4 percent on average
or financial companies in the S&P 500 Index,
according to Bloomberg data.
Festus Odoko, a spokesman for the central
bank, couldn’t be reached to comment.
UBA Capital says the retreat in stocks
creates buying opportunities, including
Nigerian Breweries Plc, the nation’s biggest

biggest decline worldwide

beer maker by volume, and Lafarge WAPCO
Plc, a unit of the world’s largest cement
company. Nigerian Breweries lost 12 t
this year after g 17 percent in 2008. L e
dropped 40 percent after a 68 percent slide last
year.

Niger Delta

“It’s a time to be increasing exposure with
a long-term horizon,” said Jonathan Harrison,
{hjg kondon—based global head of research at

Nigeria’s All Share index surged 454
percent from 1998 through last year; as
investors poured money into lenders, brewers
and construction companies to gain from an
economy that grew at an average annual rate
of 7.8 percent.

Stocks began falling a year ago as attacks
by militants in the Niger River delta cut oil
production. A 68 percent tumble in crude prices
triggered by the global economic slowdown
spurred more equity losses, prompting the
stock exchange to temporarily restrict share-
price declines to 1 J)ercent a day in August.

Stocks dropped for 23 straight days after
the Nigerian Central Bank said in October that
lenders have the option to restructure margin
loans until December 2009.

The six-month decline extended to 57
Rf:rcent through yesterday, pushing prices for

igeria’s biggest lenders to below their
breakup value, at about 0.75 times net assets,
down from a peak of 4.36 in February 2008,
according to Exotix. That compares wdi% aratio
of 1.3 for the MSCI Emerging Markets
Financials Index, according to B oomberg data.

“It’s a very opaque market,” said Francis
Beddington, co- founder of London-based
Insparo Asset Management, which oversees
$140 million in Africa and the Middle East.
“There are very good companies, but you don’t
know what’s going on with the banks.”
(Bloomberg). :

Banks sl

he Central Bank of Nigeria’s Governor
Chukwuma Soludo has alerted of

L unethical and unprofessional practice
of banks de-marketing each other.

The banks are also losing grip of their
customers as confidence in them thins out
among Nigerians. '

But the CBN, the referee, assures that all
is well, and that it was ready to blow the
whistle against those who play foul. :
Beyond the CBN rhetoric, the Nigeria
osit Insurance Corporation g\ID C)’s
7 Annual Report released late 2008 said
only four of the 24 banks are healthy. ,

The Intercontinental Bank was said to
be at the verge of kissing the dust, but the
CBN brushed it off as mere speculation by
the bank’s competitors. :

When the recapitalization was concluded

De
20

- in 2005 and 24 banks emerged out of the

then existing 89, there was hope that the era
of failed b: was gone and tlgft

Despite the assurances, ¢ nﬁdencem
stem is depleting, fuelling speculation
the pre-consolidation fea

These days, people are finding
to bank then)llF nli,ggey‘ and many that have
monies in banks are seriously thinking of
withdrawing them. :
The regulatory authorities said they are

. worried that if the current rumours on the

state of the health of some banks continue,
the economy could collapse. Already, some
banks which were considered to be doing
very well some months a§o are being
fingered to be on the verge of collapse.

espite continuous assurance by the
CBN that banks are safe, ordinary depositors
believe that something is wrong and that
the financial regulator is only trying to
contain tension. A customer in oné of the
“big banks” in the country said if things were
as good as people were meant to believe,
the unethical habit of de-marketing each
other would not have surface.

“Banks or business organisations can
only try to spoil other’s business when
things are bad with them and they badly want
to measure up. They do.this sort of things

i depositors’
monies would be safe. But there are fears
- that storm is not yet over. - ‘ ‘

tures are back  an ?
R ) |
y itdifficult

By Idris Ahmed

Mrs. Angela whose sister resides in
London said her sister called her last week

 to withdraw her money deposited in a bank

because she heard a rumour that the bank
was folding up. ;

“I have withdrawn dparts of the monéy
and used it to buy gold and keep. When 1
went to the bank to withdraw. the moriey,

there are several people doing same thing, -

Riﬁht now, I think people are getting worried
an|
down.” 7

Early last week, rumours.abound that
Intercontinental Bank Plc was on the point:
of closing down because it was gettin
illiquid, but the bank and the CBN countere§
that nothing was wrong. =
There are also rumours that because

banks are finding it difficult to meet there
overhead cost. They have taken to
- casualizing their staff. Staff of some of the

banks who spoke with our reporter said that

: .thegzzwere' given the options “no Jpromotion”

“pay cut” or “right-sizing” “We have

IC)’s 2007 Annual Report released late
008. In the report, just four out of the twenty-
four b: were given clean bill of health
while many others were just surviving. After
saying that insured bank’s financial
condition was generally satisfactory, NDIC
later declared, “Out of the 24 b in the
industry as at end of 2007, four were rated
sound, seventeen were rated satisfactory,
iwo marginal and one was rated unsound.”
At the time the report was released, many
did not take it serious and the media was
blamed for publishing the report. .
This report was released before the
current global financial meltdown deepens
and the crisis now rocking the capital market
which is threatening to erode almost all the
profits that were realised before August 2008
when the country started feeling the impact
of the global econaomy

CriSI1S.

the confidence in our banking sector is -

, gAPO)-Qr Public Offer (PO) as

: to settle for pay cut and no
’;prpglotionmstead of been lay-off”, a banker:
i .

Signalling cracks in the sector was the
gl\ggerla' Deposit Insurance Corporation -

struggling to raise their heads above. There
are strong rumours that CBN is under
pressure by the banks to come to the public
and tell them that all is well while the reverse
is the case. ;

A financial analyst said, “This is why
CBN is frequently these days in saying that
the banks have no problem. The banks are
using money to stop the truth from being

told.  This is exactly what they did when
CBN asked them to have uniform accounting,

period. If things are well with the banks, why
the on-the-street and -agiresslvc marketin
these banks have embarked on nowadays?
He said: “Banks that demanded for huge
amount before/you could open an account
with them before are now calling on the
public to come an open account with any

. amount. This points to the fact that all is not

well.”

“These people are trying to cause
stampede in the system where none exist.
Any bank’s staff caught doing that would
be sacked and blacklisted so that they can
never get job again within the financial
system.”

However, as the Central Bank of Nigeria
&CBN) led by its Governor, Professor

hukwuma Soludo is considering meeting -
with the bank” CEO to discuss this “unholy,
unethical and unprofessional” practice of
running down one another through the
practice of “de-marketing”, one thing that
depositors would want to know is how safe
their money is. CBN and Banks have serious
task of winning back investors and
depositors’ confidence. And how early they
can do this would determine whether Soludo
exit CBN with shattered “banking
consolidation” or banks that people can truly

system but banks are not .-+
confident enough to go the -
public and raise money

ugh the Initial Public Offer =

ey didin2007. :
- - “They can’t go to th
_public now because they

He said there is serious illiquidity in the -

trust. . :

would not see any body. Tha
is why they have device a new.

system of marketing strategies
telling the public to ke? eir
money for certain period in the

HUMMER FOR SALE

bank to qualify to win some §
attractive benefits”, he said.

Dispelling sickness in
banks, CB Governor
Chukwuma Soludo said
available data with the apex
bank shows that the banks are
healthy. He told the press in
Abuf'a that the perceived

roblems in the banks are the

andiwork of some people
trying to cause problems where
none exist.

Soludo said: “Some people
within the banks are spreading
these rumours to cause
problem. The only reason why
they are doing that is to take

Price:

Model:
- Colour:
Milege:
Location: Abuja

Hummer H2

2003/2004
Executive Black
9000+

Negotiable
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2009

Company Nanie NoofDeab  QuotationiN)  Quantit Traded Value of Shares Company Name Noof Deab  QuotationtN)  Quantity Traded - Valae of Shares

FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 3 2.40 17,500 41,400.00

GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG PLC 11 1530 88,256 1,345,042.66
116 1,100 1,265.00 MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC. 8 4.70 50,140 222.480.00
Sector Totals 2 & 1,945 4,408.40 NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARMA. PLC 5 1.90 22,100 40,740.00
ACRICTEIRE s : e e UNION DIAGNOSTIC & CLINICAL SER_PLC 13 0.57 940,233 531,359.11
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC 1 085 0 1,600 1,424.00 Sector Totals 45 1,122,349  2,191,980.97
FTN COCOA PROCESSORS PLC 6 1.07 i 53,100 56,132.00
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 7 1.13 178,071 190.875.13 NIGERIAN ENAMELWARE PLC 2 58.97 . 2,000 112,060.00
PRESCO PLC 4 4385 14,920 - 74,600.00 VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 9 4.10 145,985 583,287.00
Sector Totals 247,691 323,031.13 VONO PRODUCTS PLC 3 2.09 1,020,000 2,131,800.00
R¥IEEs L - Sector Totals 14 1,167,985 2,827,147.00
NIGERIAN AVIATION HANDLING CO. PLC 285,890 2,023,484.00
Sector Totals 285,890 2,023,434.00 CHAMS NIGERIA PLC 32 1.20 133,859,409 167,321,734.54
T . o v o - : Ee MASS TELECOM INNOVATIONNIG PLC 5 0.65 260,000 169,000.00
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC 26 0.53 {111,701 2,055.856.50 : STARCOMMS PLC 30 2.02 1,465,568 2,973,983.68
R. T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC 2 9.16 10,037 87,42227 Sector Totals 67 135,584,977 170,464,718.22+
Sector Totals 28 4,121,738 2,143278.77
ANKING e o ANICO INSURANCE PLC. 64 0.95 2,247,681 2,156,257.25
ACCESS BANK PLC 198 5.14 7,771,461 38,918,340.72 : CONTINENTAL REINSURANCE PLC 6 085 1,025,000 871,250.00
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC 61 533 457,010 2,428,304.44 CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 2 P 1,413,294 1,772,130.61
DIAMOND BANK PLC 130 4.73 2,990,153 13,895,241.27 CUSTODIAN AND ALLIED INSURANCE PLC 3 2.13 321,000 683,730.00
ECOBANK. NIGERIA PLC 8 27.96 600,152 16,780,249.92 EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3 1.97 28,500 53,580.00
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 70 429 5,255,868 22,025,340.26 GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 102,000 51,000.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 84 2.68 2,924,450 7.924,082.45 GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 4 0.58 25,200 14,112.00
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 653 15.23 13,641,390  ° 207,608,308.05 CONSOLIDATED HALLMARK INS. PLC 2 0.54 69,573 2
FIRST INLAND BANK PLC 14 222 % 983,332 2,012,187.04 INVEST. AND ALLIED ASSURANCE PLC 8 050 - 221,575 ,787.
GTBANK PLC 284 10.10 4,967,197 49,617,605.64 INT'L ENERGY INSURANCE CO. PLC 41 0.96 2,711,799 2,601,065.13
STANBIC IBTC BANK PLC 47 5.21 1,541,674 8,185,324.40 LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 30 0.88 2,074,486 1,786,756.53
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 233 6.24 17,017,449 105,846,212.82 LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 1 1.42 142 191.70
OCEANIC BANK INTERNATIONAL PLC 189 6.63 2,056,151 13,768,423.64 LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 2 0.50 17,530 8,765.00
PLATINUMHABIB BANK PLC. 59 5.51 4,088,219 22,685,959.36 MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC 15 0.74 677,675 501,279.50
SKYE BANK PLC. 97 4.60 5,857,289 26,113,685.66 N.EM. INSURANCE CO. (NIG) PLC. 29 0.64 647,063 420,479.12
STERLING BANK PLC 56 L.11 4,282,496 4,556,125.38 NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 3 1.70 25,066 40,606.92
- UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 257 .00 2,047,109 16,451,705.75 OASIS INSURANCE PLC 2 4.67 197,780 923,632.60
UNION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 154 10.02 1,420,572 14,369,175.23 REGENCY ALLIANCE INSURANCE CO. PLC 2 0.50 12,000 6,000.00
UNITYBANK PLC 32 1.10 3,991,109 4,321,900.17 SOVEREIGN TRUST INSURANCE PLC 4 0.85 : 40,000 32,400.00
WEMA BANK PLC 9 425 77,160 327.930.00 STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE PLC 30 0.57 2,639,600 1,504,572.00
ZENITH BANK PLC 187 11.35 5,253,534 59,051,968.25 UNIVERSAL INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 11 0.54 1,397,230 754,504.20

Sector Totals 2822 87,223,775 636,888,070.45 INTERCONTINENTAL WAPIC INS. PLC 15 238 2,904,418 6,913,545.30
; TeEEaa e ; : Sector Totals = 299 18,798,612 21,244.214.78

GUNNESSMIGERIAPLC 38 9000 816562 738196699 R T e
INTERNATIONAL BREWERIES PLC 12 3.00 185,529 534,447.40 C&! LEASING PLC i 6.68 10,300 65,405.09. 3
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC 97 37.00 5,433,363 200,215,384.24 Sector Totals 1 10,300 GS,M

Sector Totals 147 6,435,454 274,569,501.60

JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC ; = ; 3,153,281 81

ASHAKA PLC 62 8.40 1,615,955 13,263,777.96

Sector Totals 3,153,281.81
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC 16 20.00 161,019 3,103,071.64 : : : e G
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIGERIA PLC 26 7.74 655,850 4,953,989.82
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 45 15.58 534,583 8,173,891.80
29,494,731.22

Sector Totals 149 2,967,407 Suiiie T . T
: =z e = e ABBEY BUILDING SOCIETY PLC 1 2.78 4,000 10,600.00

CHEMICAL AND ALLIED PR PLC 127,982 4,407,959.18

S ASO SAVINGS AND LOAND PLC i8 0.95 1,895,204 1,795,843.80
Sector Totals 9 127,982 4,407,959.18 ¥ UNION HOMES SAVINGS AND LOANS PLC 36 1.39 867,347 1,190,147.23

_Sector Totals . : 2,766 _2,996,591.03

COURTVILLE INVESTMENTS PLC 7 394,000 1,067,115.00 O1HE » v , .
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC 12 422,380 799,588.20 , DEAP CAPITAL MANAG AND TRUST PLC 1 5.71 194,950 1,113,164.50-
Sector Totals 19 816,380 1,866,703.20 ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 3 2.28 28,438 61,710.46

OMPITEREOFICE B 1 o : .| [ Sector Totals - £ 4 223,388 1,174,874.96

OMATEK VENTURESPLC 13 0.82 ' 135,200 107,114.26

TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC 2 777 43,786 323,578.54 AVON CROWNCAPS & CONTAINERS PLC. 1 9.04 48,421 415,936.39
Sector Totals 15 178,986 430,692.80 NIGERIAN BAG MAN. CO. PLC 120 134 1,557,609 1,993,744.19
ONGLOMER ’ . ... NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 1 8.13 9 69.57
JOHN HOLT PLC : 1 11.97 691 7,863.58 Sector Totals 122 1,606,039 2,409,750.15
PZ CUSSONS NIGERIA PLC 30 15.98 1,344,196 20,380,102.89 : GEEUNE SETNG . ' T
SCOA NIGERIA PLC 2 11.95 5,500 62,480.00 AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 68.79 272,813 18,766,806.27
TRANSNATIONAL CORP. OF NIG. PLC 42 0.52 2,937,500 1,578,590.00 CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC 4 90.30 70,748 6,388,544.40
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC 30 27.99 261,580 7,153,076.56 CONOIL PLC 3 67.23 6,069 387,627.03
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 17 8.42 234,919 1,978,017.98 ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 3 26.68 10,200 272,136.00 =
Sector Totals 122 4,784,386 31,160,131.01 MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 10 96.61 88,859 8,584,667.99

. . . OANDO PLC 51 66.00 82,776 5,401,756.18
COSTAIN (WA) PLC 21 4.40 82,639 360,936.45 TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 12 14332 17,300 2,394,001.00
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC 37 24.16 828,099 20,032,271.84 Sector Totals 105 548,765 42,195,538.87
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC 7 0.50 141,000 70,500.00 INTH B e -
Sector Totals : 65 - 1,051,738 20,463,708.29 LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 2 3.56 4,840 18,053.20

UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 1 3.80 48 177.60
4,888 18,230.80

NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 3 1.48 359,000 531,320.00 Sector Totals
Sector Totals 3 359,000 531,320.00 B

* UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. PLCS 1730 91,084 1,512,248.00
: ING CO. PLC 3 37.05 5,548 205,553.40 Sector Totals 8 91,084 1,512,248.00
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 18 10.00 154,849 - 1,544,315.67 . BO P Al o .

ASSOCIATED BUS COMPANY PLC 5 0.87 93000 80,910.00

DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC 67 7.42 456,402 3,583,204.09
DANGOTE SUGAR REFINERY PLC 85 14.67 3,208,626 46,425,427.55 Sector Totals 5 93,000 80,910.00

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC 33 14.00 142,270 2,018,857.84 TRy = ‘

NATIONAL SALT COMPANY NIGERIA PLC 11 4.15 380,000 1,577,000.00 UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC 1 3.26 1,595 4,944.50 3
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COMPANYPLC 25 20.00 82,617 1,757,103.96 Sector Totals 1 1,595 4,944.50

NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 38 140.00 50,591 7,074,222.09 L e R e T e
TANTALIZERS PLC 29 1.01 9,073,324 °  8,750,901.32 ECOBANK TRANSNATIONAL INCORP. 152,039 1,556,879.36

UTC NIGERIA PLC 2 3.16 2,613 7,865.13 PINNACLE POINT GROUP PLC 1,000 6,600.00
Sector Totals 311 13,556,840 72,944,451.05 Sector Totals 17 153,039 1,563,479.36

Overall Totals 4,677 286,702,875 1,330,052,181.79
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 5 2.79 4,120 10,959.20 Continued on page 32
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4,967,197.00
5,253,534.00
FCMB 5,255,868.00
NB 5,433,363.00
SKYEBANK 5,857,289.00
ACCESS 7,771,461.00
TANTALIZER 9,073,324.00
FIRSTBANK i3,641,390.00
1 17,017,449.00

UAC-PROP

DANGSUGAR

- 133,859,409.00

65.00
19:¥7
16.50
14.11

36.51

Symbol LastClose
CAP 3449
JBERGER 2543
NBC 21.00
BTl 1077
DEAPCAP 601
PLATINUM 580
OASISINS 491
WEMABANK 447
NASCON 436

DANGFLOUR

4,677

286,702,875

N 1,330,052,181.79

Value
49,617,605.64
59,051,968.25
22,025,340.26
200,215,384.24

26,113,685.66

" 38918,340.72

8,750,901.32
207,608,308.05
105,846,212.82

167,321,734.54

66.00

3271
24.16
20.00
1024

57l

N4,497,204,291,897.06

+1.00

+0.83

+0.80
+0.56
+0.49

Yesterday’s Close Change

-1.72
-1.27
-1.00
0.53
-0.30
-0:29
-0.24

-0.22

-0.21

| he Kano = State
Trades government  has
8 pp r-ov.ed

284

187

70

198

653

233

USINES

.Kano approves N257m to boost agric

N257million counter-funding
for the development of

agriculture in the state, .

acting commissioner for
information Alhaji Ibrahim
Garba has said.

He said this shortly after
the executive council
meetlng at the government
House in Kano yesterday.

= The commissioner
stated that the fund would
be used for the development
of the 3rd Fadama
development  project,
commercial agriculture
development and National
programme on food security.

According to him the
sum, of N56, 274,685 will go
to the Fadama project, while
the sum of N'155million will
go for the commercial
agncultt;llre development,
just as the :rogramm
fo;»d%g_ rity ég;“f‘lp
Gsarba further explamed
tbat out of the 44 local
| government councils in the
state, 22 would contribute
N2 million each, adding that
other 9 local government
councils would each
contribute N3.6 million as

their counter part funding for
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 From Halima Musa, Kano |

the agricultural project.

He stated that the funds
would be fully utilised to
boost agricultural

production in the state.
“Kano State is blessed
with fertile land and the state
government has resolved to
harness the God-endowed
bounties to its fullest

advantage,” he said.

The commissioner reaffi-
rmed government commitm-
ent to revamp the sector with
a view to boosting food
security in the state.

resident of the
P Chartered Institute of

Bankers of Nigeria
(CIBN), Mr. Erastus
Akingbola has commended
the management of Unity
Bank Plc for encouraging its
staff to be active members
of the professional body, as
a means of enriching their
contributions to the growth
of the banking industry, and
national development.

This message was
delivered on his behalf by
the ch;strar and Chief

Cl

Abuja, said he was
‘particularly pleased that
~Unity Bank was among the
 first to inaugurate such
chapters among the 24
banks in the country. The
CIBN chapter is a new
initiative of the Institute, and

| YunusAbdulhamid |

Unity Bank’s is the 8" to be
inaugurated.

Swearing-in the seven-
man executive committee, Dr.
Ogubunka tasked CIBN
members in the chapter to
“heighten the noble outlook
of the professional banker,
increase his productivity and
thus, relevance” in the
country.

He also called on Unity
Bank to partner with the
Institute in the training and

- Te-training of its staff to take
ﬁ!' i gr fgmdnﬂxsm to greater
et

chaptef ofthe,§,-
on Tuesday in

ights in the Nigerian
banking industry.
The Registrar dxsclosed

 that the Institute is poised fo

introduce innovative ways

of running the affairs of

CIBN, stressing that pl’ans
are underway to commence
issuance of licenses to

qualified members to render

banking Services.

Intercontinental wins CBN
Kano clearing award

he North West/North

I East Region of

Intercontinental Bank

Plc has won the Central

Bank of Nigeria (CBN) award

for the Most Efficient Bank

clearing Representatives for
the year 2009.

The award was

bestowed on the bank by

CBN Kano Area, which also,

awarded the bank the 2nd
Highest in value pnze
coming after Unity Bank.

According to the bank’s
Regional Director, North
West/North East, Mr. Jimmy
Shotunde who received the
award plague on behalf of
the region, the award meant
that the apex bank
appreciated the efforts of the
region in doing something
right and this was why it was
brought to the fore for public
acknowledgement.

He assured that the
region would work hard to
become number one in
highest value come 2010.

The Central Bank Kano
Area is the biggest after
Lagos and Abuja as all
banks are represented.

Intercontinental Bank
recently embarked upon a
strategic repositioning drive
to dominate retail markets
across the country, leverage
on its strong corporate
finance business and
massive market response to
the bank’s consistent
delivery on its brand promise
to make customers

happy with excellent
banking service.

| ByAbubakarBuba |

Since banking industry
consolidation,
Intercontinental has
continued to witness rapid

owth in branch
4 €Xxpansion, customer base,

~ avhile all the branches are

linked on-line to render real
time services. To sustain its
excellent service delivery the
bank acquired and installed

the latest version of the
Flexcube software, regarded
as the world’s number one
selling banking software.
With a network of over 370
branches, Intercontinental
Bank services are now
available in all the

36 states -of the
federation including a full
fledged office in London and
four branches at the hub of
Ghana.

CIBN inaugurates Unity Bank chapter |

Earlier, in his message at
the ceremony, the Executive
Director Operations and
Services of Unity Bank Plc,
Dr. Evans Woherem said that’
the Bank will continue to'
encourage its staff to
sharpen their skills to face
the challenges of banking,
especially in these times of
global economic crisis.

He said that the present
economic circumstances
require expert knowledge
that would enhance
professionalism, and also
char; ’

glswe
e Institu
atall times.

Dr. Woherem
assured CIBN of the%mk s
contm,ped support . to
promote its quest for
professionalism

Nigerian banking in
In his acceptance spee-
ch, the newly elected chair-
man, Mr. Abiade Ademola
assured members of a robust
chapter, which he said, is
headed towards being one of
the best in the industry.
Other elected officials of
the Unity Bank chapter of
the CIBN include Emmanuel
Habakkuk as Vice Chairman,
Aliyu Yusuf and Yinka Ode
as Secretary General and
Assistant Secretary General,

. respectively. Also sworn-in

at the ceremony were Peter
Aiyegoro, Biodun Oyedele
and Samson Ahmed as
Publicity Secretary,
Treasurer and Financial
Secretary respectively.

ceanic Bank
International Plc is
currently financing
the construction of Wuye
Ultra Modern market project
as a way of enhancing
commercial activities in the
nation’s capital city, Abuja .

Speaking® at the
foundation laying ceremony
of the market in Abuja on
Wednesday, Managing
Director of Oceanic Bank
International Plc, Dr. (Mrs.)
Cecilia Ibru, who was
represented by the bank’s
Executive Director FCT
Zone, Mr. Akin Asalu said
the bank decided to finance
the project because of its
passion for promoting trade
and industry as a way of
building the nation’s
economy.

She explained that the
market was designed to give
maximum comfort to both
buyers and sellers, pointing
out that many jobs would be
created when the market
| takes off.

| ByJibrinAbubakar

“Oceanic Bank is
committed to building a
stronger Nigeria and that is
why we are always
passionate about financing
projects that will boost
commerce and industry in the
country amongst others,”
she said.

“This market will be
equipped with several social
amenities to make shopping
a pleasant experience,
providing comfort and
convenience to both buyers
and sellers. It is one among
the many markets that
Oceanic Bank is currently
financing both within the
FCT and " across ‘the
country.”

The foundation was laid
by First lady Hajiya Turai
Yar’adua, who was
represented by Mrs. Theresa
Udenwa, wife of the minister
of commerce and Industry.
The first lady commended
the promoters of the market

Oceanic finances Wuye market project

and expressed optimism that

- it would create jobs for many

people in the FCT.

Also speaking at the
event, Managing Director of
the Abuja Investment
Company Limited, Dr. Abdu
Mukhtar said the market wil~
cover about 7 hecters of land
containing around 2000
shops. He added that it will
provide accommodation to
many of the displaced shop
owners across the FCT.

Oceanic Bank is also the
lead financier of the multi-
billion Naira world class
economic city also referred
to as the New Singer Market
currently under
construction.

Upon completion, the
facility will be fitted with the
latest technology -in
shopping comparable to that
obtained in City Centre Mall
and Emirates Mall in Dubai.
It is designed to serve as
trade hub that would attract
investors, business travelers
and tourists in Nigeria.
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

ESTABEJSHMENT OF OZONE TECHNOLOGY VILLAGE IN IKENNE LOCAL

GOVERNMENT OF OGUN STATE

ATION FOR ALIFICATION

Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intends to establish an Ozone
Technology Village in Irolu in Ikenne Local Government of Ogun State.

Objective: The main objeétive of the project is to establish an Ozone friendly technology village
for the environmentally friendly equipment and technology development.

Scope of the Works: (i) Site clearing, Geo-survey and Excavation works (i) Earth works, (iii)
Construction of drainages, (iv) Construction of Erosion and Flood control structure: —
Culverts, Weirs, Groyones, Embankment formation, (v) Grassing and Clearance of site, (vi)
De mobilization from site.

~
Eligibility: Interested reputable FMENV-accredited Environmental Consultants are requested to forward
for consideration the following pre-qualification documents:
@) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional staff and

others resources
(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Environment as
an Environmental Consultancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Management.

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

() VAT Registration Certificate

(vi) Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel

(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers oonﬁrmmg its financial capacity to undertake the
works, if awarded

(ix) Audit Reports for the last three years

(x) Abrief description of the project concept

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification document must be forwarded in sealed
envelope marked on the top left hand cormner “CONFIDENTIAL” boldly written “PRE-
QUALIFICATION: ESTABLISHMENT OF OZONE TECHNOLOGY VILLAGE IN
IKENNE LOCALGOVERNMENT? to reach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

Headquarters, 3* Floor (Room B301)

Mabushi, Abuja

Not later than 12neon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

FORMAL OPENING OF BIDS Opemng of’ a!l bids is scheduled for
Ministry of Envi q bushi, Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

... by 12noon at the Conference room, Federal

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL AIR QUALITY MONITORING AND
= MANAGEMENT STATIONS

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

. Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intends to establish a National Air Moni)g'i‘g and
Management Stations.

Objective: The main objective of the project is to develop National Data Bank which will consequently lead to the
establishment of Air Quatity Monitoring Stations in the country.

Scope of the Works: The project will involved inventorial studies of air quality in metropolitan cities of Lagos, Port
Harcourt, Kano, Aba, Abujaand Maiduguri.

Eligibility: Interested reputable FMENV-accredited Enviror
consideration the following pre-qualification documents;

| Consul d to forward for

i) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation
@i Details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional staffand others resources
(iii) Company s valtd certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Environment as an
Env Itancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Management
Company's Cummt Tax Clearance Certificate
VAT Registration Certificate
Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel
Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion
Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded.
Audit Reports for the last three years
Abriefdescription of the project concept

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification document must be forwarded in sealed envelope marked
onthetop left hand corner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written “PRE-QUALIFICATION;
ESTABLISHMENT OFANATIONALAIRQUALITY MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT
STATIONS to reach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

3“Floor (Room B301)

Headquarters, Mabushi

Abuja

Not later than 12noon, Twe (2) weeks from the date of this publication

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headguarters, Mabushi— Abuja.

By 12 noon at the

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

&
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

CONSTRUCTION OF A PROTOTYPE GAS PHASE CHEMICAL REDUCTION (GPCR) PLANT
FOR AN ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND DESTRUCTION/REVERSE TRANSFORMATION OF

PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS (POPs) WASTE, AT A DESIGNATED POPS

MANAGEMENT DEMONSTRATION CENTRE
INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intends to establish a POPs M
Demonstration Centre,to be equipped with a Prototype Gas Phase Chemical Reduction (GPCR) Plant for an
environmentally sound destruction/reverse transformation of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) waste.

4 Objective: To put in place a phased Environmentally Sound Technology (EST) for the destruction/reverse
transformation POPs waste.
3 Scope of the Works: The Phase I Scope of Work to be carried outincludes: (i) Capacity-building Programmes
(ii) Technology transfer and (iii) Production of Technical Guidance Manual, etc.
4. Eligibility: Interested reputable FMENV-accredited Environmental Consultants are requested to forward for
consideration the following pre-qualification documents; :
@) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation »
(il) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitac of Key professional
staffand other resources
(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Environment as
an Environmental Consultancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Management
(iv) Company’s Current Tax Clearance Certificate
) VAT Registration Certificate
(vi) Company pmﬁlereﬂechngexecunve capacity, plant& Eqmpmenmwnedaadpusmmnl
(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous oognnte experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion
(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded._
(ix) Audit Reports for the last three years
3 Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification document must be forwarded in sealed
envelope marked on the top left hand corner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-
QUALIFICATION: ESTABLISHMENT OF POPs MANAGEMENT
DEMONSTRATION CENTRE, toreach:
The Secretary
Meinisterial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3" Floor (Room B301)
Headquarters, Mabushi
Abuja
Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication
6. Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for Tuesday ............... by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi ~Abuja
Signed:
Director (PAM&]/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Headguarters, Mabushi, Abuja
PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD
PROJECTLOT(I): ESTABLISHMENT OF DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IN THE SIX (6)
GEO-POLITICALZONES OF THE FEDERATION
PROJECTLOT (ID): MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION OF THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE USING COMMUNITY BASEDTOOLS
‘INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATI
L. Introduction: The Federal Minisiry of Environment intends to cstablish Data Management System and
Com ty Based tolls in the Six(6) Geo-political Zones of the Country to me="%or and mitigate the effects of
Climate change
2. Objective: To monitor, mitigate and adapt the effects of Climate change in the cnnmry
% Scope of the Works: Lot.1: Establishment of Data Management System in the Six Geo-political Zones of
the federationand Let. 2: Mitigation and Adaptation of the effects of Climate change Using Community
Based Tools.
4, Eligibility: In d reputabl tractors are req d to forward for consideration the following pre-
qualification documents;
(i) Certificate of the Company’s Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand others resources
(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Development and Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C" OR “D”
(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate
W) VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence mustbeattached)
{vi} Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel
(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate expericoce in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion
(viit) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, if awarded.
{ix) Audit Reports for the last three years
5. Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents must be forwarded in sealed envelopes
for the LOT of choice marked on the top left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-
QUALIFICATON: “...Lot.l: Establishment of Data Management System in the Six Geo-political
Zones of the Federation OR Lot. 2: Mitigation and Adaptation of the effects of Climate change Using
Community Based Tools.” toreach:
The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3*Floor (Room B301)
Headquarters, Mabushi >,
Abuja
Not fater than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication.
6. Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ......................... by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi — Abuja
Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)

for: Honourable Minister




FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

 PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

BUILDING ANATIONAL INVENTORY ARCHIVE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: Building Inventory Archive System is a critical step in the sustainability of the National
Inventory System becauseitservesasa starting point for future inventory teams

Objective: To build a National Inventory Management System from a set of building blocks which
developing Countries can construct using redefined “Templates”

Scope of the Works: Building the National System Templates (Six): (i) Key Source Analysis Template. (ii)
Institutional Arrangements for Nation Inventory System Template (iii) Documentation and Source by Source
Description Template (iv) Quality assurance and Quality Control measures Template (v) Inventory Archie system

nplate (vi) Nati 1 Inventory impr plan Template

%

Eligibility: Interested reputable FMENV-accredited Environmental Consultats are requested to forward for
consideration the following pre-quatification documents; e

@) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation

@) Provide details of profile including the Curricul Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources

(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Developmentand Federal Ministry of Envi Category “C”OR“D”

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

W) VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence must be attached)

{(vi) Company profile reflecting ive capaci y, plant & Equipment owned and personnel

(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion :

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial *capacity to undertake the
works, if awarded. 3

(ix) Audit Report for the last three (3) years

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification d must be forwarded in sealed lopes
marked on the top left hand corner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-QUALIFICATON: “BUILDING
ANATIONALINVENTORY MANAGEMENTSYSTEM"wmh: .

The Secretary :

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

3*Floor (Room B301)

Headquarters, Mabushi

Abuja

Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bidﬁsschduledfor,. ........................ by 12 noon at the Conference
Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi - Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&]/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT.
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

GENERATION OF GEO-SPATIAL INFORMATION F OR DEVELOPING A
NATIONAL REFERENCE EMISSION LEVEL

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Envitonment as the focal point in Nigeria is to establish’ a/
National Reference  “mission Level

Objective: Toestabl .. 4 Baseline for Stimulating a Nigerian Carbon Market

Scope of the Works: (i) Designing a methodology for REDD including grounds trashing (field
Observation), (ii) Establishment of a Baseline Year for Nigeria, (iii) Estimation of Growth Stocks at
National Level (BC and SOC Estimates) using processed Imageries and Pol ygon. -
Eligibility: Interested reputable Contractors are requested to forward for consideration the following

documents; -

() Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation

(ii) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources

(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C”"OR“D”

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

W) VAT Registration for the Iast three years (Evidence must be attached)

(vi) Company profile reflecting executive pacity

(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, if awarded.

(ix) Audit Reports for the last three years

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents must be forwarded in sealed envelopes
marked on the top left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL® and boldly written PRE-QUALIFICATON:
“GENERATION OF GEO-SPATIAL INFORMATION FOR DEVELOPING A NATIONAL
REFERENCE EMISSION LEVEL?” to reach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

3“Floor (Room B301)

Headquarters, Mabushi

Abuja

Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date ofthis publication

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ....................._. by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi— Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

PROCUREMENT OF DATA BANK FOR CLIMATE CHANGE MODELLING

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

The Federal Ministry of Environment inténds to procure Data Bank for Climate Change

Introduction:
Modelling

Objective: Establishment of Climate change prediction models nationwid

Scope of the Works: (1) Designing A 3-D “DOING NOTHING SENARIOS” (1) DESIGNING A 3-D

“MITIGATION SCENARIOS” (I11) COLLECTION OF BASELINE SCENARIO DATA FOR

VOLUNERABILITY PREDICTIONS.

Eligibility: Interested reputable FMENV-aceredited Environmental Consultants are requested to forward for
consideration the following pre-qualification documents;

@ Certificate of the Company’s Registration/Incorporation

(i) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources

(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C"OR“D”

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

W) VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence mustbe attached)

(vi) Company profile refl ing '-._,.,citxplam&ﬁquipmmowmdandpetsonnel

(vii)} Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded. ’ ;

(ix) Audit Reports for the last three (3) years

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents must be forwarded in sealed envelopes
markedon the top left hand corner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-QUALIFICATON:
“PROCUREMENT OFDATA BANK FOR CLIMATE CHANGE MODELLING” o reach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3"Floor (RoomB301)
Headquarters, Mabushi

Abuja

NotktertbanIhoon,“oa)weehﬁvmthcdawoﬂhispublicatinn

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ......................... by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Envimmncm,ﬂeadqmncu,Mabushi-Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)

for: Honourable Minister

4
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja
POLICY ANALYSIS, MONITORING & INSPECTORATE DEPT.
‘MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

PROJECT (I RAIN FOREST RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT, REHABILITATION OF
NURSERIES IN ONDO,OSUN, CROSSRIVER, KADUNA AND ENUGU STATES
AND NATIONALPLANTING CAMPAIGN

PROJECT(I): NATIONAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
MANAGEMENT PLAN FORWETLAND

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment is desirous to undertake a prequalification exercise for the
implementation of Forestry Projects appropriated in the 2009 Budget :
Objective: Development, Rehabilitation and Conservation of Forest Resources and Nurseries
Scope of the Works: (i) . Rain Forest Resources Development, Rehabilitation of
Nurseries in Ondo, Osun, Cross River, Kaduna and Enugu States and National Tree Planting Campaign
: (ii) National Resources Conservation and Development of
Management Plan for Wetlands,
Eligibility: Interested reputable contractors are requested to forward for consideration
the following pre-qualification d 5

(i) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources ¢

(iii) Company’s valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C”OR “D"

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

) VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence inust be attached)

(vi) Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel

(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous Cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including

certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded.

(ix) AuditRepomfmthelastthreeyem

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents for Project (T) or Project () must be
forwarded in sealed envelopes indicating the State of choice for Project (I) and marked on the top left hand
corner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-QUALIFICATON: “Projeet (I): Rain Forest Resources
Development, Rehabilitation of Nurseries in Ondo, State {or State of your choice) or Project (I): National
Resources Conservation and Development Plan for Wetland”

toreach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

3"Floor(RoomB301)

Headquarters, Mabushi

Abuja

Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ...................... by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headguarters, Mabushi — Abuja
Signed:
Director (PAM&1/Procurement)

for:' Honourable Minister
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

= ey

PURCHASE OF WATER HYACINTH HARVESTER, MACHINE, BADGES, TRANSPORTER
INSTALLATION, TRAINING AND ACCESSORIES FOR FIVE (5) YEARS

: INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION
1. Introduction: ThFedudMinimyofEnvhvmnmthdwhwsw&uplemthomumejmampthwdm

the 2009 Budget.
2. Objective: Purchase and Installation of Water Hyacinth Harvester Machine.
3. Scope of the Works (i)  Purchase of Water Hyacinth Harvester Machine

(ii) Purchase of Badges, Transporter
5 (iii) Installation and Training
(iv) Accessories for Five (5) years .

4. Eligibility: Interested reputable contractors are requested to forward for consideration
the following pre-qualification documents; i

@ Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporatior

(i) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources

(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing & Urban
Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C” OR “D” -

@iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

(v) ,  VATRegistration for the last three years (Evidence must be
(vi) &unpnnypmﬁlcmﬂecﬁng@xmﬁvecapwitxplm&ﬁquipmemowmdmdpamd ;
(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including -

certificate(s) of job completion
(viii) Evidence from ‘the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded. ;
(ix) Aundit Reports for the last three years
5. Submission Deadlines: The completed prequalification documents for Project (¥) or Project (I1) must be
forwarded in sealed envelopes indicating the State of choice for Project (I) and marked on the top left hand
comner “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PREQUALIFICATON: “Project (I): Rain Forest Resources
Development, Rehabilitation of Nurseries in Ondo, State (or State of your choice) or Project (II): National
Resources Conservation and Development Plan for Wetland™
toreach:
The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3"Floor(Room B301)
Headquarters, Mabushi
Abuja
Not later than 12noen, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication
6. Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ........................ by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi—Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&L/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

&

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

FINAL REVISION AND PRODUCTION OF EIA SECTORAL ~
GUIDELINES i

INVITATIO P UALIFICATION

% Introduction: Aspmofitsmivi&esfor2009.d:ef-‘edcralMinistryofEnvimnMﬂuonghﬂwBﬂ#{omnemal
Assessment Department wishes to undertake Final Revision and Production of EIA Sectoral Guidelines

5 Objective: To revise existing EIA Sectoral Guidelines for use by the Ministry and all its Agencies and
Parastatals
3. Scope of the Works:
@ Final Revision and production of 3000 copies of EIA. Sectoral Guidelines on Dredging (Inland
and Riverine)

(113 FinﬂRevisimmdm@cﬁonofBOOpriesofElASecmmlGuidcﬁmmWamsmmgmt
(4113} Final Revisionand Production of 3000 copies of EIA reviewers' Guideline
awvy Revision and Production of 3000 copies of the National Guidelines on Environmental Management

Systems
4. Eligibility: Interested reputable contractors are requested to forward for consideration the following pre-
qualification documents;
@) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources

(iii) Company’s valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing
& Urban Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category “C" OR “D”
@iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate

v VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence must be attached)

(vi) Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel

(vii) Vedﬁableqﬁdmeofmviousoogm&exp«iemehjobsof&ismlglﬁmde.hduding
certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) EvidmceﬁomﬂwCompmy’sBanketseonﬁmhgiuﬁnmcialﬂpachymmdﬂukethe
works, ifawarded.
5. Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents must be forwarded in
envelopes marked on the top left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL?” and boldly written PRE-
QUALIFICATON: “FINAL REVISION AND PRODUCTION OF EIA SECTORAL GUIDELINES"

sealed

toreach:
The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3"Floor (Room B301)
Headquarters, Mabushi
Abuja
Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication
6. Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for .............vrenvnnn by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi — Abuja
Signed:
Di (PAM&I/Pracurement)
for: Honourable Minister

&

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja ;

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD
EROSION AND FLOOD CONTROL WORKS IN ILUDUN EKITIL EKITI STATE,
AGWATASHI, NASARAWA STATE, TEKPAYI IBBA, NIGER STATE, AGO OBA BRIDGE,
ILORIN, KWARA STATE ;

ATION RE (8)
Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intend to carry out Erosion and Flood

Control in some selected state in the country.
Objective: To control the menace of erosion and Flood in the selected state

Scopeofthe Works (i)  SiteClearing
(I Excavation for drains and earth works
(Il  Provisionof Interceptor drains and Culverts

(({’)V) Fillingofgullti;edm

Re-shapi 1

v Comw;k%

(Vi) Stonepitching works

(VI) Grazing of Reclaimed land
i works

(IX) . Ancillary

Eligibility: Interested reputable contractors are requested to forward for consideration

the following pre-qualification documents; E

(@) Certificate of the Company’s Registration/Incorporation

(i) -Provide details of company profile including’the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional
staffand other resources : - ¥

(dii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing
& Urban Developmentand Federal Ministry of Environment Category“C”OR “D”

(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate =

W) VAT Registration for the last three years (Evidence must be attached)

(vi) Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnetl

(vi)) - Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in Jjobs of this magnitude, including
certificate(s) of job completion

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the
works, ifawarded, :

(ix) Audit Reports for the last three years

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification documents must be forwarded in sealed

envelopes marked on the Stop left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL” and boldly written PRE-

QUALIFICATON: “EROSION AND FLOOD CONTROL WORKS IN......... (Location of
choice)” to reach: X
The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3"Floor (Room B301)
Headquarters, Mabushi
Abuja :
Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication
Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ..............c.......... by 12 noon at the
Conference Room, Federal Ministry of Environment; Headquarters, Mabushi - Abuja
Signed:

Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

e

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

PROCUREMENT AND INSTALLATION OF A BRIQUETTING MACHINE IN
OGOJA, CROSS RIVER STATE

ATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intends to carry out procurement and installation of a
Bﬁq_uﬂﬁn;Mlchinekawudspmdmﬁmofbﬁqueﬂcasmalwmﬁvemﬁmwmd

4 : ‘
Objective: The main objective of the project is to Reduce Environmental Pollution by Harnessing Local Agro-
lndxmtrinle(BlOMASS)nsanalmaﬁveso«mofmugymﬂwlwoodforuseinNigen’a.

Scope of the Works: The project will involve (I) Clearing and Fencing of Acquired Site (I)Construction of
Administrative Block and Plant Shed

Eligibility: Interested reputable Building Contractors are requested to forward for consideration the following
pre-qualification documents: -

@) Certificate of the Company’s Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Denﬂxofmmyymﬁlehdndingdw&mieﬂmﬂmoszypmfesdonﬂmﬂ‘mdm

resources
(iii) CompmﬂvdidcaﬁﬁmeofAccredimﬁmwiﬁtheFedenlMiﬂsuyof&wimmum
Environmental Consultancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Management.
(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate
) VAT Registration Certificate
(vi) Compmypmﬁlercﬂecﬁngcxwmivcmpwixy.phm&Eqnipnmowmdmdpmel
(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including certificate(s)

of job completion :

(viii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the works, if’
awarded

(ix) Audit Reports for the last three years

x) Abriefdescription of the project concept

Submission Deadlines:The ification document must be forwarded in sealed

completed pre-qualification t envelope
marked on the top left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL?” boldly written “PRE-QUALIFICATION:
PROCUREMENT AND INSTALLATION OF A BRIQUETTING MACHINE IN OGOJA,CROSS
RIVERSTATE” to reach: 3
The

Notiaterthan ulmM(Z)weebﬁomtbcdntcoﬂhispublicaﬁon
6. FORMAL OPENING OF BIDS: Opening of all bids is scheduled for.............. by 12noon at the Conference
Toom Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister




MINISTRY OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC PLANNING
Olffice of the Chairman Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
Programme Implementation Committee

Usman Faruk Secretary Sokoto
P.M.B. 2016
Sokoto
Tel: 060-233008

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION FROM
REPUTABLE CONTRACTORS WITH RELEVANT
EXPERIENCE AND REQUISITE EXPERTISE TO

UNDERTAKE EXECUTION OF MDG/CGS PROJECTS IN
SOKOTO STATE.

A. INTRODUCTION

As part of its commitment and mandate to the attainment of Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), the Sokoto State Government in
partnership with federal government of Nigeria (OSSAP/MDG) will be
utilizing conditional grant for implementation of projects and
programmes for the attainment of MDGs. The State in collaboration
with OSSAP/MDG has made a provision for the execution of MDGs
projects in rural water, and primary health centres. The office of the
Chairman State programme implementation unit hereby invites suitably
qualified and reputable contracting firm to pre-qualify for works in the
following areas.

B. THESCOPE OFWORKINCLUDES
i.  Construction of Solar Powered Boreholes
ii.  Supply of Obstetrics Care Basic (AEOCs) Equipments
iii.  Supply of Equipment and Drugs for Roll Back Malaria
Programme

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT

1. Evidence of Incorporation with CAC.

il.  VATregistration

ii.  Tax clearance certificate (2004-2005 and 2006)

iv.  Company audited account for at least 3 years

V. Evidence of financial capability and clean bill of healthy
financial position in the form of referee from the bank.

vi.  Evidence of experience/technical qualification including
key personnel

vii. Equipment and technology capability

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS
Two (2) Hard copies and one (1) Soft copy (CD or DVD) of the -
completed pre-qualification documents should be submitted in sealed.
Envelope which . shall bear words, PRE-QUALIFICATION OF
CONTRACTORS FOR MDG/CGS 2008, indicating specific project”
applied for.

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTOR FOR VI/IIORALL
The envelopes should not bear any mark indicating the identity of the
submitter. All documents shall be submitted at the following address not
later 15" April, 2009.

Office of the Chairman MDGs programme implementation committee
Ministry of Budget and Economic Planning, Usman Faruk Secretariat
Sokoto, Sokoto State. :

NOTE

Only short listed contractor will be invited to tender.

The office of the Chairman on MDGs will not make any form of payment
or refund what so ever for expenses incurred in response to this
invitation.

Signed
Sokoto State MDGs Focal Person
For: Chairman Millennium Development Goals
State Programme Implementation Committee

Daily Trust Friday, April 3, 2009

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

ESTABLISHMENT OF METAL/SCRAP RECOVERY RECYCLING PLANT PROJECT
IN OGUN STATE

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction; The Federal Government through the Ministry of Envirenment intends to establish Metal/Scrap
Waste Recovery/Recycling Plant in Ogun State
Objective: To manage the Metal/Vehicle Scrap Waste and its environ in order to prevent all associated
environmental hazards associated with such waste
Scope of the Works: LOT 1: Feasibility Studies for the Esiablishment of Metal/Vehicle Scrap Recycling
Plant in Ogun State

LOT2: Establishment of Metal/Vehicle Scrap Recycling Plant in Ogun State

Eligibility: Interested reputable FMEN V-accredited Environmental Consultants are requew:d to forward for

consideration the following pre-quatification do

@) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation

(i1} Details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professional staffand other
resources
Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Envmmmmt as an
Environmental Consultancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Manageman
Company's Current Tax Clearance Cettificate S
VAT Registration Certificate
Company profile reflecting exccutive capacity, plant & Equip owned and personnel
Verifiable evidence of previous cognate cxpcﬁcnce in jobs of this magnitude, including certificate(s)
of job completion
Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial capacity to undertake the works, if
awarded
Audit Reports for the last three years
Abriefdescription of the project concept

Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-gualification document must be forwarded in sealed
envelope marked on the top left hand comer “CONFIDENTIAL” boldly written “PRE-
QUALIFICATION: ESTABLISHMENT OF METAL/SCRAP RECOVERY RECYCLING PLANT
PROJECT IN OGUN STATE” toreach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

Headquarters, 3” Floor (Room B301)

Mabushi, Abuja

Notlater than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

FORMAL OPENING OF BIDS: Opening of all bids is scheduled for ..............
room Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

by 12noon at the Conference

Signed:
Director (PAM&1/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT
MINISTERIAL TENDERS BOARD

¢ HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY PREPARATION AND RESPONSE PLAN

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction: The Ministry, as the Lead Organization for Mainstreaming Sound Chemicals Management {(SMC)
in Nigeria is desirous to developing an Integrative and Effective National Institutional Framework for Hazardous
Chemicals-related Disaster Management System.

Objective: To prevent, prepare ore, and maintain superior response capabilities in Chemical-related Accidents
Disasters, Spills and other Emergenmses

Scope of the Works: Devel and Producti
Plan

of a National Hazardous Chemicals Emergency Response

Eligibility: interested reputable FMENV-accredited Environmental Consultants are requested to forward for
consideration the following pre-qualification documents:

6} Certificate of the Company’s Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of Key professiona! staff and others
1ESOUrces
(iii) Company's valid certificate of Accreditation with the Federal Ministry of Environment as an
z Environmental Consultancy Firm, with competence in Hazardous Waste Management.
(iv) Company's Current Tax Clearsnce Certificate
W) VAT Registration Certificate
(vi) Company profile reﬂectmg executive capacity, plant & Equipment owned and personnel
(vii) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this magnitude, including certificate(s)
of job completion
(viii) Evidence from the Company’s Bankers ooaﬁrmmg its financial capacity to undertake the works, if
awarded
(ix) Augdit Reports for the last three years
(x) Abriefdescription of the project concept
Submission Deadlines: The completed pre-qualification document must be forwarded in sealed
envelope marked on the top left hand corner “CONFIDENTIAL” boldly written “PRE-
QUALIFICATION: HAZARDOUS MATERIAL EMERGENCY PREPARATION AND RESPONSE
PLAN” ioreach:

The Secretary

Ministerial Tenders Board

Federal Ministry of Environment

Headquarters, 3" Floor (Room B301)

Mabushi, Abuja

Not later than 12noon, Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

FORMAL OPENING OF BIDS: Opening of all bids is scheduled for
room, Federal Ministry of Environment, Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja

by 12noon at the Conference

Signed:
Director (PAM&I/Procurement)
for: Honourable Minister
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Helping your child
overcome reading disorder

eading dlsorder
known medically as
dyslexia is a serious
problem many parents are
battling with in their homes.
When children attain school
age most parents enrol them

| with high hopes of their

learning how to read fast and
subsequently doing well
with their studies generally.
A number of parents say it is
a thing of joy seeing their
children read especially in
their early ages.

A child with dyslexia reads
at a much lower level than
average for his or her age,
intelligence, and education.
The disorder affects how a
child does in school and other
daily activities.

Causes

Experts at Baptistonline
.org say nobody knows what
causes dyslexia. It occurs
more in some families.
Children with other
conditions such as fetal
alcohol syndrome, fragile X
syndrome, and lead
poisoning are more likely to
have a learning disability
such as a reading disorder.

The disorder is not caused

by vision problems. In
dyslexia the problem is in the
way the brain translates
symbols into meaningful
language.

Symptoms

Symptoms based on what
is average for the child’s age,
intelligence, and educatlon
include: #

Guessing words, rotati‘hg
numbers and letters, such as
“9” and “6” or ‘6b!? and/“d”,

Changing the grder of
letters in words, 70t looking
at all the letters in a word

Losing the place while
reading, forgetting common
words learned each day

Reading word for word,

adding, deleting, or
changing words in a
sentence and reading

slowly.

Sometimes children with
dyslexia also have problems
with speaking, such as
mispronouncing words and
speaking in incomplete
sentences. Research shows
that children who start
talking later than normal may
be more likely to have a
reading disorder.

Diagnosis

The disorder is usually
detected in children early in
primary school by parents or
teachers. By the primary
three children with a reading
disorder are usually 1 to 2
years behind in reading
skills. The doctor will also
examine the child to rule out

By Akor Ojoma

medical problems such as
hearing or vision problems.
He or she will ask about the
child’s symptoms, medical
history, and any family
history of learning disorders.
The child can also be
referred to a specialist for

testing to measure the
child’s reading level and
overall intelligence.
Treatment ,
Reading digorders are
usually treated by providing
one-on-one instruction in
reading skills. The child may
receive special help from his
or her teacher in a regular
classroom setting .It is also
helpful for the child to work
with a reading specialist also
called “remedial reading”.
This can be done privately
or in a small group that meets

disorder s
increasing self-esteem
through support and
encouragement from family
members, friends, and
teachers. The child should
be praised for his or her
efforts and for any gains,
however small, in reading
skills.

reading

in a special classroom that

may be called a resource
room, reading center, or

reading lab.
Methods that emphasise
the senses, including

hearing, vision, and touch
are often used to improve
reading skills. A variety of
teaching methods are used.
In many cases if one
approach isn’t successful
with a particular child, the
teacher will try another one.

An important part of
treatment for a child with a

&

and
- understanding of what is

How long do the effects
last?

It may be hard for cimldren
with dyslexia to keep up with
schoolwork. The earlier the
child receives spcci ‘help

likely he or sh
successfully co
secondary sch
tertiary i

Health experts :
parents to:

Read to your child, or with
your child, every day. Let
your child select the book.
Follow the words with your
finger as you read. Explain
words and ask questions to
be sure your child
understands. Have your
child draw a picture or write
a few sentences about what
has been read.

Read books about what
interests your child such as
sports, art, animals, hobbies,
science and nature. Read
together for enjoyment and
fun, as well as for learning,

Talk about what you are
reading and allow your child
to interrupt and ask
questions. This helps
involve the child in the story
also  increases

read.

Write down your child’s
stories or have him or her
write them down if writing
skills are developed. Seeing
his or her own words in print
help to connect reading and
writing concepts.

Encourage your child to
read all kinds of things, such
as labels, signs, magazines,
assembly  instructions,
billboards, or Internet

: mformatlon.

Praise your ch;ld’s efforts
at reading and writing. Give
encouragement for trying.

Sometimes children with dyslexia also have
problems with speaking

mis
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Risk of being a wickle cell carrier
Both my wife and I are Sickle Cell Carriers. We only ‘discovered that
when we were being registered for Heaith Insurance Scheme. Please what
are the risk attached to it?

Uba from Abuja

A carrier means AS, not SS, only carrying the Sickle Cell trait, not
having the disease (SS). The chances during every pregnancy are that,
there is 50 % chance of every pregnancy to give birth to a carrier (AS)
and 25 % chance of every pregnancy having an AA( normal ) and 25 %
of every pregnancy having SS (, child with the Sickle Cell Disease .

So your wife can deliver in all pregnancies, a Sickler ( 25 % chances )
or for her entire life she will not deliver a Sickler but either carrier or
normal with AA . Children with Sickle Cell Disease are prone to having
Low blood level, Infections, Joint and Bone Pain, Dehydration amongst
others. However there are many parents that raise Children with the
disease and lead a productive life. So it all depends on understanding
the situation and responding to it.

Talk to counselors and get more useful information. Good luck

What causes acne?
I have acne on my face for a long time. What are the causes and remedy?

1 am 65 years old but with good sexual appetite. I have 3 wives and two of them are
young. Recently I started having difficulty in urination and a doctor confirmed that my
prostate is enlarged. Please what are the causes and remedy?

Yusufa.

Prostate Gland is a secretory and aggregated cells that are found below the urinary
bladder and in between the urethra of a man . As one grows older, the glands increase
in size and at times if the growth is remarkable can cause obstruction to urine path way.
It is a sign of old age, just like gray hair, but it is not a must to cause obstruction.

There are 3 kinds of prostate enlargement

'Badgnprostalichyperﬂoply(&ﬁeconmmmtmngthethree, it is mild, can
cause obstruction and is diagnosed through rectal examination)

= Prostatitis (inflammation of the giand due to infective agents such as bacteria)

» Carcinoma of the prostate (this is a severe condition and without a known cause,
but known carcinogens can stimulate the growth).

Visiting a Urologist in a teaching hospital will be your best option.

Lactation and dryness
1 am 24 years old and had my first child 3 months ago. lambreastfeedmgbuthowever
both myself and my husband are sexually active. Hchasoonq)lmnedmatmymvatepan
lsdrymuefmeplayllmvcalsomucedme Knnﬂypoﬁersohmon. 7

7
Rabia

After delivery , there is decreased level of Estrogen ( A chemical agent that ensures
adequate vaginal lubrication ) , this is as a result of activity of another chemical agent
called Prolactin that contributes in milk production . Dw-mgbreasg"eedmg, Prolactin
is active.

You can obtain creams or lubricants such as K-.Y Jelly and also non-prescription
Estrogen creams, foams and suppositories all of which are available in any good
chemist and use based on instruction provided in its cover, label or flyer.

My child’s hair is sparse
Iamverywomedthatmyﬁrstchﬂdwasdelweredwnhverylnﬂelmrandovenhelast
two years the condition has not really improved. I want to know the likely causes.

J Joseph. =

Embryologically, hair follicles appear during the ninth week of gestation ( pregnancy
) . At eight months of gestation, the initial fine and lightly pigmented fetal hair called
lanugo is shed and vellus hairs emerge.

The condition of child delivered without hair is called Congenital Alopecia { loss of
hair ) .

Many factors could be responsible such as:

1. Hormonal imbalance

2 Genetic factors

3. Development defects within the uterus

Your child needs to be assessed by a consultant physician ina teaclung hospital. His/
her hair may or may not grow depending on the cause and the outcome of examination
and diagnosis. For children that have less or absence of hair , as they grow older , they
will notice such differences especially among their peers and that may cause anxiety
and worries and may detach themselves from other people . The social problem may be
aggravated if their peers make fun of them. As a father, you need to be aware of that
possibility to ensure that you monitor your child and such tendencies and provide
regular encouragemenl support and closeness.

Rebecca.

Acne, (spots) especially among young people is common, but clears around 25 years
of age. It is called Acne Vulgaris and normally occurs when the Pilosebaceous Follicles
in the skin are blocked .

Many factors are associated with that

1 Increase secretion of sebum ( a liquid substance )

2. Increased hormonal production, example release of Androgen from Testes ,
Ovaries and Supra renal Gland

3 Increased abnormal keratinisation ( thickness ) around the Pilosebaceous
Follicles which lead to obstruction of the flow of sebum .

4 Increased presence of Bacterium such as Proprionobacterium acnes . It isa
normal commensal on the skin

5 Familial ; runs in the family .

It normally affects face, shoulder, upper chest and back
Investigation
L Swab from the follicle to rule out infection

2 History of menstrual disturbances or clinical virilisation such as increased in
the size of clitoris in women .

_ /3. Hormonal assays
¥

4. Pelvic Ultrasound .

Management r

L Local treatment such as regular washing with soap and clean water
2 Use of Antibacterial skin cleaners

3. Use of Antibiotics

4. Hormonal Treatment, but depends on the cause.

My breasts are too small

1 am always worried whenever I check myself in the mirror and see my breasts are small
compared to my peers. I am 17 years old.

Rakiya

The social norm in some places is that, large breast is what is being admired and
desired by the opposite sex. That belief has put a lot of young women in a continuous
dilemma and scrambling to enlarge their breast by all means. The truth is that, it is not

like that. While some men admire large breast, others admire small and/or moderate size
breast.

Breasts not only develop differently from a woman to a woman, they continue o
change shape and size throughout ones life. Their final shape and size depend more or
less on inherited characteristic, but a mother and daughter s breasts can develop
differently. There is no medicine that will significantly change the shape of and/or the
size of breast.

Birth control pills may give the feeling of a larger bosom. Exercises can increase the
size of the muscle beneath the breast, but will not increase the actual breast tissue: Some
women opt for artificial breast enlargement by inserting silicon at the base of their
breast.

It is possible at the age of 17 your breast has not finished developing , so it may or may
not increase in size . I advise you move on with your life. There is no need to start
scrambling for medication, it will only add to your dilemma. Value and appreciate what
you have and people will relate and appreciate you. .

Write in confidence to healthinteractive@hotmail.com or send a text message to
_ 080-89972539 or P.O.Box 14807, Kano, Nigeria.
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Lookmg great with healthy makeup tools

ome people say it takes
Sa flawless makeup to

look beautiful, others
say it all has to do with a
gorgeous outfit but I tell you
it takes basically the right
beauty tools to make you
stand out in the crowd.

So many times most of us,
particularly women ask our
friends after heavily making
our faces up how we look.
We use the most
sophisticated products and
wear the most expensive
outfit not knowing that
however sophisticated your
cosmetics are and however
expensive your clothes are
it does not necessarily have
to make you look great.

There are basics that both
men and women must take
into consideration if they
must appear presentable.
First we need to work on our
appearances without
makeup. How well we take
care of our skin and other
parts of our body, like the
nails and our hair matter. Our
physical appearance plays
an enormous role in
determining how others
perceive us; as such it is
important that we always
look well kept, whether at
our workplace or at home.

Women often use powder
as the quickest remedy to a
faulty makeup; it could be
loose or otherwise. However
while taking into
consideration how good the
product is for you, you must
ensure your powder brush,
sponge of puffis kept in the
healthiest condition.

Our makeup or beauty
tools must be given the
utmost attention if we have
to look great. When your
sponge or puff begins to
smell awful or to lose their
original shapes then you
know it’s high time you
replaced them. While some
can be washed others can’t
S0 you must ensure you do
not usé them for too long.

You do not necessarily

have to wash your powder

sponge or brush with
disinfectant, but to make
them last a little longer, you
could wash them regularly
in liquid soap and warm
water then allow them to air
dry, you could also steam
them by holding them over
boiled water.

Different sponges are

designed for different

reasons. And the secret to a
perfect application is by
using the right one with the
right powder. eve shadow.

By Atika Balal |

truth is, the more makeup
brushes you have the easier
it is to work at your makeup.

Sometimes we complain
that we have rashes or spots
on our faces, sometimes the
only possible reason for
these are just how
unhealthy our makeup tools
are. Germs gradually find
their way to this delicate part
of our body ‘most women
consider their faces very
delicate’ until finally they
produce the most
undesirable result that will
be extremely difficult to do
away within a short while.

Your nails come next. Nail
care is as important for men
as it is for women. Your nails
are the gateways to letting
people know how well you
take care of yourself. It tells
people how clean you are or
otherwise. For both men and
women, we need to take
appropriate care of our nails
to ensure that we do not
attract unnecessary
attention and unwanted
comments from people who
could accidentally sight our
unkempt nails. Owning a
nail kit does not cost a
fortune and every tool you
need for a manicure and
pedicure comes in it.

In most cases people go
to the nail studio to get a
manicure or pedicure done
but sometimes one could do
it at home, as long as you
are careful you need not
worry about stripping away
some part of your skin.

How presentable our nails
turn out to be does not
necessarily have to do with
painting them. As always,
keeping them clean will do.

We must also take into
consideration our cuticles.
They are very stubborn and
they leave us feeling
uncomfortable especially

when due for removal. We-

would not want to
accidentally scratch our
friends when shaking hands
with them, as such we need
to give the adequate
attention to ensure we do
not let them become over
due.

As women are expected to
take proper care of their hair,
men are also expected to
shave when necessary. With
the right hair brushes and a
shaving kit one can always
look one’s best. No one will
want to be seen with a
woman who has got her hair
flving in all directions or a

his face, this however does
not mean you will entirely
ignore the other parts of
your body.

It could be embarrassing
when you walk down the
street with someone and

. people stare at you as
though you just escaped
from a zoo.

Either of you could be
responsible for those stares,
as such you must ensure

that both of you appear nice,
whatever the situation,
however the hurry you both
might have been in before
leaving your homes and
wherever the occasion.
Every well groomed man is
expected to have an
accessible shaving kit
because it is convenient and
gives the best result. Hair

brushes and shaving kits-

must also be kept clean.

While a little detergent gets
your brushes clean, a man’s
shaving tools on the other
hand in most cases have to
be sterilized especially in
situations whereby these
tools are shared. Some
people have very sensitive
skin that when tools are
shared they break into a rash,
in such cases, tools must be
sterilized.

It is good to look our best,

but even feels better when
we know that our makeup
tools are not a cause for
alarm; so whatever the
reasons why we love to make
up, however important it is
for us to look smashing in
the midst of thousands of
people, one thing we must
always take inté
consideration is how
healthy our makeup “tools
are.
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People who live.inthe
“tropics have more
baby girls compared
with those living in other
parts of the world.

It may be down to the
hotter weather or the
longer days, says US
researcher Dr Kristen

_ Navara in the Royal

Society journal Biology
dLetters.
She says this climate
ay change miscarriage
ates and sperm quality.
. Or there may be some
volutionary advantage to
aving more girls than
oys if you live by the
quator.

at the birth rates of boys
d girls vary across the
obe.

While some of this can
explained by society -
n countries like China
aby boys are favoured

lectively aborted - there

Experts already know

many unborn girls are

e natural processes at

the sex ratios at birth of 202
countries over a 10-year
period and taking into
account socio-economic

work.

Research suggests the
female foetus is less fragile
than the male foetus, which
is more prone to the effects
of the environment on
pregnant women.

At times of extreme
environmental stress,
including war, the birth rate
of girls outstrips that of §
boys.

Wide variations

Experts have suspected
that latitude could have an
effect. Past work has
shown that the chances of
giving birth to a boy
increase as you head south
- at least in Europe.

But it is difficult to draw
conclusions looking at |
regions in isolation -
because of wide variations -
in things like culture,
society and economy, to

name buta few. - ,
Dr Navara, of the
University of Georgia, set

out to gain a global =
perspectlveby IOOkmga ;

Hot climate produces baby girls

differences  between biased, at 106 males per 100

nations and continents.
The accepted global

average is slightly male

females than males is the

females, or 51.5 %. Central African
“The only country in the Republic,” she told the

world which produces more BBC’s Network Africa.

In her study, Dr
Navara found countries
closer to the equator
produced significantly
fewer boys annually than
those at temperate and
subarctic latitudes -
51 1% and 51.3%,
respectively. :

This pattern held
strong despite
“enormous continerftal
variation in lifestyle and
socio-economic status”,
said Dr Navara. “The
results could indicate an
adaptive strategy
employed by humans,

‘Natural’ breast enlargement using stem cell

from spare fat to be made available in Britain

; atural’ breast
enlargement
through stem cell

therapy is said to be an
improvement on implants

A stem cell technique that
can enlarge breasts while
reducing the waistline is to
be made available to British
women. :

The treatment involves
taking stem cells from excess
fat on the stomach or thigh,
and then ‘growing’ them in

* the breasts.

Surgeons say the result
gives a more natural look
than many synthetic
implants. '

The process can only
make breasts one cup size
larger at this time, but it is

expected bigger He expects the cost to be
augmentations will be around £6,500.
possible as the technique He added that the stem cell

technique would produce
more natural-looking breasts

develops.
Around a dozen Britons

have had breasts repaired than silicone implants.
with stem cells after ‘This is a very exciting
cancerous cells were advance inbreast surgery,” he

said. ‘Breasts treated with
stem cells feel more natural
because this tissue has the
same ‘softness as the rest of

removed, but this is the first
time the treatment will be
carried out on healthy

women. _
Professor Kefah Mokbel, the breast. ‘Implants are a '
a consultant breast surgeon foreign body. They are -

at the London Breast
Institute at the Princess’
Grace hospital, will test the
procedure on 30 volunteers
from May.

By the end of the year he
says he should be able to
offer it to private patients.

complications and require
replacement. They can-afso
leak and cause scarring.’

Stem cells are early-stage
cells which can grow into any
tissue of the body - organs,
skin or blood.

associated with long-term

The new technique
increases volume but does
not provide firmness or
uplift. As a result, only
modest augmentations are
possible at present,
although Professor Mokbel
plans to carry out research
to  see if bigger

~enlargements are possible.
‘We are optimistic- we can
#asily achieve an increase

of one cup size,” he said. ‘We
cannot say yet if we can
achieve more. That may
depend on the stem cells we
can harvest.’ 4
The

been available there for six
years.

. Culled from dailymail.co.uk

X-ray shows how man accidentally

hinese surgeons
saved a man’s life
after he accidentally

swallowed a pair of nail
scissors he was using to
clean his teeth.

These are the astonishing
X-rays that show how
surgeons saved a man’s life
after he cut his throat with a
pair of scissors - from the
inside. '

Surgeons left scalpel in
patientLin Kong had
borrowed a four-inch-long
pair of nail scissors to use
instead of a toothpick to
clean his teeth after a meal.

But as one of his friends
told a joke, the 27-year-old

laughed and swallowed the’

clippers.
As he tried to cough up
the scissors, the points,

"which were facing upwards,

swallowed scissors

X-rays showed the 9cm long and 4cm wide scissors fully
entered esophagus, with the sharp top angling up to the

epiglottis Photo: EUROPICS
dug deeper into his throat, the hospital in Putian, eastern
causing serious damage. China, said: “When he came

Chen Wei, a surgeon at ° in, his face was twis;ed, pale,

and [he was] sweating. The
patient was having
difficulty swallowing and
blood was mixed with his
saliva.”

X-rays showed that the
scissors had completely
entered the man’s
oesophagus, with the sharp
points sticking up into the

epiglottis.
Surgeons could only
operate under local

anaesthetic, as general
anaesthetic would have
relaxed his body so much
that the scissors would
have slipped deeper down
the throat.

“The entire surgery took
around 30 minutes. Luckily
Mr Lin does not have much

of a wound left inside his

throat,” said Dr Chen.
Culled from telegraph.co.uk

technique ¥ was.
developed in Japan and has

']ﬁﬁer ear cells could be Iaced ' :
Stem cell ‘deafness
cure’ closer

tem cells that could be used to restore hearing have

Ny been successfully created, scientists have said.

A Sheffield University team took stem cells from
embryos and converted them into cells that behave like
sensory hair cells in the human inner ear. Their discovery
could ultimately help those who have lost hair cells through
noise damage and some people born with inherited hearing
problems. -

But any cure is still some years away, experts told the
journal Stem Cell.

The Sheffield team is now working on the next stage of
the research to check if the cells can restore hearing.

Currently, hair cell damage is irreversible and causes
hearing problems in some 10% of people worldwide.
Embryonic stem cells could change this because they have
the unique ability to become any kind of human cell.

Not only could they be used to replace the lost hair cells,
but also any damaged nerve cells along which the signals
generated by the hair cells are transmitted to the brain.

But the use of stem cells is controversial - opponents
object on the grounds that it is unethical to destroy
embryos in the name of science. Lead researcher Dr Marcelo
Rivolta, said: “The potential of stem cells is very exciting.
We have now an experimental system to study genes and
drugs in a human context. “Moreover, these cells would
help us to develop the technologies needed to deliver them
into damaged tissues, such as the cochlea, in order to.
restore the different cell types. “This should facilitate the
development of a stem cell treatment for deafness.”

Dr Ralph Holme, director of biomedical research at RNID,
said: “Stem cell therapy for hearing loss is still some years
away but this research is incredibly promising and opens
up exciting possibilities by bringing us closer to restoring
hearing in the future.”
Culled from bbc.co.uk
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+ The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up of
- ~=smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The numbers already present

within the puzzle are “given’-these are there fto start you off.

The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, column and region
of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must contain just
one instance of each number, 1-9. o

EASY
S1.

FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all

the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a

- straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or

| diagonally. Cross a word off your list once you have circled it.
| Many words will overlap.

g

 Weather news

w [oo| |
<2

haby needs
beers & wines

i, ] |
Main reason for juvenile drunkenness
Photo location: Cooperative Store in Mirfield, West Yorkshire by Jan Watson-Walker

Culled from the telegraph.co.uk
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‘expansion programme. Speaking with niews men in

crisis and the inability of most banks to lend our customers

.. 4 - e
Courtrejects application
to re-open Abuja parks

¢ Abuja High Court sitting in the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) yesterday threw out an application

by park operaf®rs for the re-opening of sealed parks

in the city. Justice Danladi Senchi, presiding Judge of the
Court located in Wuse Zone Il area of the nation’s capital
while ruling on the application brought forward by park
operators through Prince Orji Nwafor Orinzo, their Counsel
said that the application can not be granted until the
preliminary ‘objection from the FCT administration, the

defendant is heard. The Counsel to the Park operators had

prayed the Court to grant his clients the permission to resume
operations at the parks pending the preliminary objection

by the defendants. But Barrister Benson Igbanoi, Counsel
inistration and the Department of Parksand

1o the FCT administration a
Recreation in his argument objected that it would be wrong

defendant (FCTA). The decision of the Court therefore
compels the parks to remain close until May 20th when the
FCTA will present its preliminary objection.

It will be recalled that several parks in Abuja we:
by the department of parks and recreation due to sale
alcohol and violation other park regulations in the city.

Firmto penivenew ouetsacros Nig

__ From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

to gran the prayers of the plaintiff without hearing from the

disclosed that it would open five new outlets a
e country before the end of the year in its ongoing

yesterday, the Managing Director of the firm, Mr.Seyi
Oyinlola said the company’s plans to expand its busines
activities to five other major cities apart from Lagos and

Abuja. He said that the company planned to open five new

outlets before the end of the year. “We are on the verge of
opening up in Kaduna and Port Harcourt, Uyo and Calabar
will follow thereafter,” he said. He also disclosed that the
firm had concluded arrangements to move into its new facility
on Apapa -Oshodi Expressway, Lagos. ..
He said it is a 4S facility, serving as a sales, spare parts

and service centre, describing it as a five star for

automobile.”There, we are going to be having an impressive
showroom for the Geely and the Brilliance brands.” he said,
adding that the facility would house the company’s head
office with a state-of-the-art workshop.

Meanwhile the MD said the ongoing economic crisis
and the inability of most banks to lend customers money to
finance the purchase of automobile, has prompted Hyra

Motors to unfold a new finance arrangement for the

purchase of new vehicles by corporate organisations.
Under the new finance arrangement, any registered
corporate organization will be required to pay 50 per cent of

the cost of each vehicle while the balance is spread overa

period of six months. He said that the Hyra “Auto Lease
Facility” was introduced “because of the ongoing economi

‘money to finance the purchase of automobile.”

He said the new package is coming ahead of at least
four new Geely models expected to be delivered to the

country through Hyra by the China-based auto manufacturer
this year. He said, “We are looking at leasing vehicles to
credible registered companies in Nigeria. “We want to give
the vehicle to them for six months. The first payment is 50
per cent of the total cost. And they will pay back the
remaining 50 per cent on monthly basis.” .
The Hyra Motors boss said he was satisfied with the
response of companies already introduced the offer to,

describing it as encouraging. Although Oyinlola

acknowledged that the effect of the falling naira and global
economic recession were already being felt in the auto
industry, he said it was a different experience at the Hyra.

KTSG setsup c'ttee on land owners' complaints

he Katsina State Governor, Ibrahim Shehu Shema, has

l approved the setting up of a committee to look into

the grievances of land owners whose farmlands,

houses and other property are affected by road construction
and expansion of the new GRA in Katsina metropolis.

This was contained in a statement by the Special Adviser

to the Governor on Media and Public Relations, Alhaji Nasiru

Abdul. The committee has the state’s Attorney General and

Commissioner for Justice, Alhaji Muntari Ibrahim Katsina

as chairman, with representatives from the Ministries of

Lands, Survey and Environment;"'Waifks; Housing and

Transport as members.

Lagos-based automobile firm . Hyr M@iors has

A newly completed commercial complex in Jabi district, Abuja

How economic meltdown affects real est

lthough the
contribution of real
estate sector and the

| construction industry to the

country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is less than

| 5%, it is usually the first

victim of an economic down-
turn and it is usually the last
to recover, Mr Bode Adediji,
a renowned estate surveyor
has noted.

Assessing the impact of
the global economic crisis on
real estate investment in
Nigeria, Mr Adediji further
said that there is now a fall in
the value of property due to
fall in demand. “The problem
of demand for real estate
outstripping the supply
becomes evem more

| pronounced in the face of 4

crumbling financial

| infrastructure occasioned by

acute shortage of capital and,
entrepreneurship,” he saig?

The estate surveyor
made this known in a paper,
titled “Effects of the global
economic crisis on the real
estate investment in Nigeria
vis-a-vis the challenges of
real estate professional

From Ibraheem Musa,
Kaduna
practice,“ which he

presented at the 2009
Mandatory Continuing
Professional Development
(MCPD)seminar of the
Kaduna chapter of the
Nigerian Institution of Estate
Surveyors and Valuers
recently. Mr Adediji who is
the principal partner of the
Lagos-based Bode Adediji
Partnership Estate
Surveyors, Valuers and
Property Consultants, said
that as a result of the
devaluation of the naira, the
cost of construction is rising
becduse the bulk of the
niaterials are imported. He
said that there is now an
escalation of mortgage
related crisis as the value of

‘the real estate assets are/fa'r

less than the amoupt f
outstanding mortgage loans.

According to the estate
surveyor, the current
economic crisis is not new
because “the world has
experienced it about 41times
since 1802, the worst being

the recession of 1929. He
noted that in recent times,
Nigeria has also witnessed
economic recessions in 1984/
85 and 1993-1995 which
“were characterised by
stagflation, collapsed
production and industrial
capacity, currency
devaluation, mass
unemployment, youth
migration to overseas etc*

Mr Adediji said that in

spite of the assurances of the
Central Bank governor that
Nigeria is immuned from the
global economic meltdown,
unfolding economic indices
present a contrary scenario.
He noted many industries and
textiles have wound up
operations since 2008. In
addition, there is a drastic
reduction of national revenue
generation accruing from oil,
he further said. Also, the
stock market is down from its
capitalisation of about N15
trillion between 2007/2008 to
less than N5 trillion he added.

Inflation rate has risen
from 8.0% in 2008, according
to Adediji, to 14.0% in
January 2009 and it is still

ateAdedjji

rising. In addition, there is a
50% reduction in the
production capacity of the
manufacturing sector with
the attendant mass
unemployment, he further
said. According to the estate
surveyor, the nation’s ports
are now congested with
ships and ocean liners laden
with imported goods.

Earlier, in his welcome
address, Alhaji
Abdulrahman Ahmed, the
chairman of Kaduna state
chapter of NIEV said that the
choice of the topic for this
year’s MCPD seminar is
timely because the reality of
the economic meltdown is
daily facing estate
surveyors. According to
him, Kaduna chapter of NIEV
considers this as the “right
time to diagnose the matter
for our members to brace up
to the challenges.*

He noted that President
Umaru Musa Yar’adua’s
dream of making Nigeria one
of the leading 20 economies
in the year 2020 is being
threatened by the current
economic meltdown

Developer vs PMI: Court fixes Ma

Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) high
court sitting at

‘Gudu District, Abuja, has
fixed May 18, 2009, to deliver
judgment in suit No. FCT/
HC/CV/384/08 between
Messrs Philecruz W/A
Nigeria Ltd and
Intercontinental Homes
Savings and Loans Plc.

The court presided over
by Justice (Mrs) Adebukola
Banjoko, fixed that day for
judgment after it received
addresses from counsels to
the plaintiff, Mr. Rilwan A.
Sadiq and Mr. Francis Gigi
for the defendant.

Messrs Philcruz who are
estate developers are
seeking the court’s order that
the Primary Mortgage
Institution (PMI),

[ By Nasir Imam -I

Intercontinental Homes
Savings and Loans Plc, erred
when “sometimes in
February 2007, under the
guise of  assisting
beneficiaries who bought
homes from its estate in
Kubwa, Abuja, to transfer
title to them, the bank
unlawfully deducted the
total sum of N8m from the
plaintiff’s account with the
bank to perfect the
transaction.

In a 15 paragraph
amended statement of claim
dated June 3, 2008, the
plaintiff had among others
claims, urged the court to
order the bank to refund the
N8m unlawfully deducted
from the plaintiff’s account

allegedly to facilitate the
transfer of title to
beneficiaries of the sale of
houses from Phillip
Mbagwu’s Estate, Kubwa,
pay 20% interest on the total
sum of N8m as prejudgment
sum from the date
deductions were made till
Jjudgment, pay 10% interest
on the judgment sum from
date of judgment until it is
liquidated and N2m as
general damages.
Meanwhile, the bank had
in their amended statement
of defence dated June 18,
2008, admitted paragraphs 1,
2,3,4, 5 and 6 of the amended
statement of claim by the
plaintiff.
However,
denied  liability for
paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of the

the bank’

y 18 for judgment

amended statement of claim
but however admitted
deducting N6.450m only
from the plaintiff’s account
for the perfection of the
relative Deed of Subleases
and Deed of Legal
Mortgage and not N8m as
contended.

In their defence, the bank
denied paragraph 10 of the
plaintiff’s amended
statement of claim but
averred that “though there
are general rules by the
Federal Mortgage Bank on -
all Primary Mortgage
Institutions (PMI), the
determinant factor as to who
bears the cost of perfection
is the transaction dynamics
which  varies from
transaction to transaction
and from PMI to another.
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FCT administration sensitises traders on fire prevention

iqued by the spate of
Pfire outbreaks in

markets across the
country, the FCT
Administration has stepped
up effort to sensitize traders
and other market users in
the territory on fire safety
measures.

This was the motive
behind a fire drill organized
yesterday by the
Administration and the
Federal Fire Service at the
Wuse Modern Market,
where all the stakeholders
were drilled on various
safety routines relating to
fire fighting and prevention.

According to Mr. Salisu
Abdulsalam, Ag. Managing
Director, Abuja Markets
Management Limited,
Managers of all FCTA
owned markets and
neighbourhood centers, the
exercise has been a routine
part of their Facility
Management Functions

[ By Nasir Imam ]

which has always been
done with the security
personnel because they are
the one who are always
around even in the night to
respond to any eventuality.

He however noted that
they had to take the sweat
further to involve more stake
holders in the drill to ensure
that no stone is left unturned
in their effort at preventing
fire disaster in FCT markets.

His words: “This drill is
an on-going thing, we have
it in all the markets we
manage, we have always
been  prepared  for
emergency, but with these
news about fire outbreak all
the time-just few days ago,
amarket in Enugu was razed,
shortly before that, there

was another case in Katsina -

and it has been like that of
recent, 8o we feel here in
Abuja, though we are

prepared to avert any
eventuality, we need to be
more prepared hence the
exercise”

With the aid of Fire
fighting equipment, a team
from the Federal Fire service
led by the Wuse Zonal
Commander, Mr. Ben
Ownuanibe lectured and
drilled the traders, security
men and  Market
Management officials on
various measures and
techniques of preventing
and fighting fire especially
when it is at its infant stage.

“We are not trying to
make you fire fighters, but
with the knowledge of all
these, you should be able
to prevent its occurrence or
at most subdue fire before
it escalates, because mosy*
fire outbreaks start smal”’,
Mr. Ownuanibe cautioned.

A trader Alh. Lokoja,
who spoke to leadership,
while thanking the - Abuja

Jupiter’s stormy Great Red Spot s shrmkmg

verything about
E Jupiter is super-sized,
including its colorful,
turbulent atmosphere. But
there’s fresh evidence that
one of the planet’s most
recognizable features, the
Great Red Spot, is shrinking.
The spot, which is

actually an ancient monster
storm that measures about
three Earths across, lost 15
percent of its diameter
between 1996 and 2006,
scientists at the University
of California, Berkeley, have

found.

It shrank by about 1
kilometer (about 0.6 miles) a
day during that time period,
said Xylar Asay-Davis, a
postdoctoral researcher who
was part of the study.

Astronomers  have
observed for years that the
clouds of the Great Red Spot
have been waning, but this
newest research focused on
the motion of the storm —a
much more reliable way to
measure its size, Asay-Davis
said.

He and fellow Berkeley
researchers Philip Marcus,
Imke de Pater, Michael Wong
and Sushil Shetty developed
software that tracked the
movement of the spot’s

cloud patterns over long

penods oftime.

“It’s not just the motion
of the spot as a whole object.
Within it, it has a very
comphcated swirl to it —sort
of a thin ring on the outside
and then a sort of quiet area
in the center — and that
shape of it has been

changing over time,” Asay-
Davis said.

“What we actually look
at is where the winds are the
strongest in the vortex. It’s
the ring where they’re the
strongest and that ring has
been shrinking over time.”

The researchers do not
know why the storm is
shrinking. In fact, little is
known about the Great Red
Spot at all. Even the exact
cause of its distinctive color
is a mystery.

“We don’t actually
know what causes any of
the colors on Jupiter,” said
Amy Simon-Miller, chief of
the Planetary Systems Lab at
NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center. “One of the
leading theories is that [the
storm] is dredging up stuff
from much deeper below in
the atmosphere that turns
red when it’s exposed to
sunlight.”

The spot isn’t always
bright red; sometimes it’s

actually quite pale, Simon- |

Miller noted. -CNN

Markets  Management
Limited for giving him the
opportunity to gain wider
Knowledge on fire safety,
wanted the exercise to be
conducted more frequently,
noting that “we here of what
happens to our fellow traders
in other parts of the country,
and we pray that it doesn’t
befall us, but we have to do
something on our own for
God to hear that our prayer.”

water safe as

un;;ersanatmn as s Envir
Agency will attract aﬁne of NSO 00

taken by the state House of Assemb
the law that established the agency.
aturday of ever; momhas ani|

for breaching Xercise was
400 to N2,000 and pnson term of two to four
ndent who covered the del ,txc;n_of
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Matters Arising.

Auditor's report.

IBB INTERNATIONAL Gﬂlf & BOIIHTIIY GLUB, ABll!l

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 11" ANNUAL
GENERAI. MEETING OF CLUB WILL BE HELD IN THE
CLUBHOUSE ON SATURDAY, 25™ APRIL, 2009 AT 1.00PM FOR
THE TRANSACTION OF THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:-

1. Reading and adoption of the Minutes of the 10" AGM held on
Saturday, 26" April, 2008.
Adoption of Captain's Reports for the year 2008/2009.

Adoption of the Budget for the year 2009

2
3
4.
5. Adoption of the Accounts for the year 2008
6
7. ToConsider Motions (if any).

8

Any other Business.
9. Dissolution ofthe Executive Committee 0f 2008
10. Election of the Executive Committee for 2009

By order of the Executive Committee.

NOTICE

Dr. Peter J. Deshi
Hon. Secretary
20/03/2009
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rophet Muhammad

P (peace be upon him)

returned from the

_ Cave of Hira after his first-

ever encounter with the an-

- gel Gabriel. His mission had

just been proclaimed to him

and he had received his first
revelation from his Lord.

He was, to say the least,
frightened and bewildered. It
was Allah’s blessing to him
that the person he turned to
at this time was his very in-
telligent and sensible wife
Khadijah. No sooner did he
tell her what had happened
and told her of his fear than
she replied to him with re-
solve and assurance that he
had nothing to worry about.
She could make this claim
with confidence, on the
strength of her intellect, ma-
turity, sense of history, and
her deep personal knowl-
edge she had acquired of
Muhammad’s noble charac-
ter over the course of fifteen
years of marriage.

She answered him with-
out hesitation: “Do not
worry,” she said, “for by Him
who has dominion over
Khadijah’s soul, Allah would
never humiliate you, for you
uphold close ties with your
relatives, you bear others’
burdens, you provide for the
destitute, you show hospi-
tality to the guest, and you
help those with a just claim
to secure their rights.”

Our mother Khadijah here
testified to a pattern of life:
which is that Allah protects
His servants who are en-
gaged in the service and ben-
efit of their fellow human
‘beings. He does not humili-
ate them or bring them to
grief. Indeed, it is Allah who
blessed them with their na-
tures so that they would
bring forth good in the
world.

She also testified to the
Prophet’s noble character,
which tells us that he had
always possessed the gen-
erosity and nobility of pur-
pose that he would re-
nowned for after becoming
Allah’s Messenger. He had
a beautiful nature long be-
fore he began receiving di-
vine revelation.

If we consider the quali-
ties that Khadijah men-
tioned, we notice that they
all relate in some way to help-
ing others. Relatives are
cared for. Weak people are
relieved of their burdens. The
destitute are provided for.

-
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Calling to Allah by helping others

By Sheik ‘Abd al-Wahhib
al-Turayri

able. People who have been
wronged are helped'in secur-
ing their rights.

All of these qualities were
part and parcel of Prophet
Muhammad’s innate nature.
Khadijah attested to the
Prophet’s noble character
long before the Qur’an came
with such descriptions
about him. This is because
she knew him better than
anyone else in the world.

We have in Moses (peace
be upon him) another pro-
phetic example of helping
others. When he arrived at

the wells of Midian, he

found the menfolk busy pro-
viding water for their flocks.
He also saw two young
women waiting at a distance
with their sheep, unable to
approach the wells.

Moses (peace be upon
him) was appalled by this
situation. The Qur’an relates
the following [Séirah al-
Qasas: 23]

And when he arrived at
the watering (place) in
Madyan, he found there a

group of men watering (their |
flocks), and besides them he |
found two women who were |

keeping back (their flocks).

He said: “What is the matter |

with you?”
They said: “We cannot

water (our flocks) until the |
shepherds take back (their |

flocks): And our father is a
very old man.”

What was it than made
Moses take such offence at
this situation? It was his up-
right character that made him

concerned for the rights of |
the weak. Those who are |

weak and vulnerable should

be cared for and given prior- |
ity. They should not be side- |

lined and neglected
“So he watered (their

flocks) for them” [Strah al- |

Qasas: 24]

His immediate response
was to help them. His coura-
geous, noble, and generous
nature would allow for noth-
ing else.

We are right to be im-
pressed when we consider
Moses’s circumstances. He
was a man on the run, far

about. Nevertheless, it went
against his nature to stand
by and see such helpless
people being neglected.
These two prophetic ex-
amples show us something
very important. Allah chose
people with big hearts to
entrust with His Message;
people who were naturally
inclined to help others. It
takes such people to shoul-
der the burden of guiding

others from the darkness into
the light. Only those with
compassion, mercy, and a
gentle disposition can carry
out such a task.

This truth is evident from
the lives of the Prophets.
Those who wish to be the
inheritors of the Prophets
should keep it in mind. The
more we reflect the charac-
ter of the Prophets in our
own conduct, the more suc-

cessful we will be in carry-
ing out their mission. Schol-
ars and Islamic workers need
to have a strong social con-
sciousness. They need to be
people others can turn to in

- need. They need to be able

to address the problems of
society with understanding
and compassion.

This is why Allah says,
addressing the Prophet
(peace be upon him): “It is

due to Allah’s mercy that
you deal gently with them,
and had you been rough,
hard-hearted, they would
certainly have dispersed
from around you.”> [Stirah Al
“Imrén: 159]

If our social conscious-

ness is not fully awakened,
our success in calling oth-
ers to Allah’s Message will
be limited. Our efforts might
even yield negative results.

akat has been de-

Z scribed as a veritable

solution to the global
economic meltdown.

The Chief Iman of Al-
Habibiyyah Islamic Society
of Nigeria, Sheik Fuad
Adeyemi, said yesterday in

Zakat contributed in no small
way to the meltdown that
saw millions of people
worldwide losing their
wealth.

“Allah in His wisdom has
made Zakat one of the pil-
lars of Islam and this formed

away from his home where | ma

he had the status of a wanted | i

criminal. He was among

strange people, none of | T
whom he knew, and he had |

no provisions even for him-
self. He had enough prob-
lems of his own to worry

Guests are made comfort-

| Also,
| nor recommendk
| And Allah kno

ws best.

Abuja that the negligence of

| Auswered by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Wahh

i
.

| ByAbbasJimoh |

part of the success recorded
by the successive Islamic
Caliphates. If the average
number of Muslims obeys
this injunction, the level of
poverty in our society would
not have reached this level
or would have drastically re-
duced as a way of solution,”
Sheik Adeyemi said.

He said that it was dis-
heartening that despite the
massive human and material
resources Allah has en-

dowed Nigeria with, the

bakTurayd

Zakat solution to economic meltdown

country still ranked as one
of the poorest in the world
with citizens living below
poverty line.

“The level of poverty in
the country s disheartening;
There is no reason for us to
be that poor that we live be-
low poverty line despite the
massive human and material
resources Allah has given
us.

“We should not forget

- that whenever we jettison

the injunction of Allah, as is
the case with Zakat, getting
it right will automatically be-

, $ays cleric

comes a thug of war and the
solution lies in our repent-
ing and doing the right
thing,” he said.

He therefore advised
people in authority and
wealthy individuals to pay
the statutory Zakat and
learn the injunctions if they
do not have much knowl-
edge of the Zakat institution.

ot glish, Hausa and Yoruba.

OTM organizes
seminar on global
financial crisis
By Muideen Olaniyi

rganisation of

Thadamunul
Muslimeen (OTM)
Federal Capital Territory

 (FCT) chapter is organizing
| a four-day seminar to bring

out solutions to the on-go-

| ing global economic criss.

emed “Surviving in the

| Midst of Global Financial
| Crisis”, the seminar would
{ feature Islamic scholars

within and outside the FCT.
A statement by the Pub-
licity Secretary of Seminar
Committee, Tajudeen
Adebayo said the global
economic meltdown required
collective approach in over-
coming its impacts on the
populace.

Adebayo said various
ways to mitigate the effects
of the economic downtown
would be proffer by the
guests lecturers expected at
the seminar.

While the adult male
programme to be held at
Berger Central Mosque,
Utako District will come up
between Friday, 10th to Sun-
day 12th April,2009; the adult
female programme slated for
Nurul-Bayan International
Academy, Wuse Zone 5 will
hold on Monday, 13th April,
2009.

The four-day seminar will

| be anchored in three major

languages including En-

The seminar is expected
to feature lecture, sympo-

.1 | sium, Qur’an memorization,

hadith exposition, tafsir, Is-

| lamic etiquettes, news on
| global update and physical

exercise among others.
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ne person died, while
o others sustained
serious injuries when a

truck plunged into a river at
Ahoko village, along the
Abuja-Lokoja highway on
Tuesday afternoon.

An eye witness said the ac-
cident occurred when the driver

Friday, April 3, 2009

News

| By il SadiqIsah | sa

of a Daftruck with registration
number XA 463 KTG lost con-
trol while trying to dodge a pot-
hole while at top speed.

“The truck swerved off a
bridge and fell into a river, kill-
ing the driver on the spot,” he%

email:

He disclosed further that the
truck driver was trapped in the
vehicle while passersby
alerted officials of the Federal
Road Safety Commission
(FRSC), who rushed to scene
to carryout rescue operation.

The Abaji Unit Commander

citynews@dailytrust.com

One dies as vehicle

plunges int

of FRSC, Mr. Joseph Ojerinde,
while confirming the accident
said it took several hours be-

YOUR
CAPITAL CITY

NEWS ABOUT

0803 34931462

0803-8927-513

fore the trapped body of the

driver was removed.
He said the injured victims

Police nab Indian hemp dealer

e police in Abuja Mon-

I day arrested a sus-

pected Indian hemp

seller from his den at Angwar
Dadi, Nyanya, Abuja.

City News leamt from resi-

dents of the area yesterday that

an inspector of police was sent

to invite the suspect for ques-

tioning on Monday and since
then he has remained a guest
of the police.

Confirming the arrest on
phone, the divisional police of-
ficer said yesterday that the
police raided the joint and ar-
rested the suspect, who has
been charged to court.

Residents of the area ex-
pressed their joy over the ar-
rest but said they had expected

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF HEALTH

The Honourable Minister of Health, PROFESS()R BABATUNDE OSOTIMEHIN and the Honorable
Minister of State for Health, DR.ALIYU IDI HGNG in collaboration with Kano State Governme- invite, State
Commissioners of Health, Organized Health private sectc}r, i)emrAgenc&es, Stakeholders, Related government

By Abubakar Yakubu &
Hamisu Kabir Matazu

ing its busy period in order to
arrest more suspects and fish
out the criminals among them.

“We expected the police to

this illicit business because of
the multitude and characters of
people thatassemble in the den
to smoke grass on a daily ba-
sis, especially during working
hours,” he added.

o river

were conveyed to the hospital
and the driver’s corpse depos-
ited at Federal Medical Centre’s
Mortuary, Lokoja.

The mangled parts of a vehicle that plunged into a river along Abuja-Lokoja hhay on

Tuesday.

Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.

raid the place in order to con-
fiscate the deadly drug,” aresi-
dent said.

Our reporter, who visited the
area on Wednesday morning,
observed people smoking In-
dian hemp inside the bush
close to the suspect’s den.

A resident revealed that
someone in the hideout still
sells the drug and he called on
the police to raid the joint for
the sake of children that stay
in the community.

__“There is the need to stop

building contractor was

recently arraigned be-

ore anAbujamagistrate

court for allegedly refusing to

pay N76,000to one Mohammed

Mahdi, after he supplied him
truck loads of sand.

The accused, Umar Musa
Bagobiri of No 23, Ebitu Ukiwe
Street, Jabi, Abuja, was said to
have committed the offence in
2(X)&

By Hussein Yahaya

&lIbraheem A. Fatai
Prosecutor Hosseini
Emmanuel told the court that the
on November 19, 2008; one
Mohammed Mahdi reported to
the police that he supplied 45
tipper load of sand valued at
N76,000 to the accused on trust.

He said the accused used the
said sand to construct amosque
at Jabi, addmg that he has been

paid for the work by his client,

but refused to pay the com--

plainant his N76,000.
According to the prosecutor,
the crime committed by the ac-
cused is punishable under Sec-
tion 312 of the Penal Code Law.
When the charge was read
to the accused, he pleaded not
guilty and requested for bail.
Magistrate Khadijat
Mustapha gtanted the accused

ANNOUNCEMENT
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Contractor charged for criminal breach of trust

bail in the sum 0fN50,000 with
two sureties in like sums of
which one of them must be a
civil servant.

The magistrate also ordered
that both sureties must reside
within the court’s jurisdiction as
well as swear to affidavits to
produce the accused in court
on the adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to

 April 20 for hearing,
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Street sweepers appeal for reflective vests

treet cleaners i m Abll_]a

yesterday lamented the

hazards associated
with their jobs and appealed
for reflective vests from cor-
porate organisations.

Some of the cleaners inter-
viewed along Obafemi
Awolowo way at Jabi, told
our reporter that they are paid
N10,000 monthly and require
reflective vests and other
sanitary facilities to protect
them from danger.

“We call on corporate
bodies such as banks, non
governmental organisations,
and other well meaning pri-
vate bodies to donate reflec-
tive jackets to us in order to

By Nathaniel Jonah

save us from reckless driv-
ers,” one of the sweepers
said.

The sweeper also re-
quested for warning signs to

be placed on the roads-when-

ever they are at work.

According to her, sweep-
ing streets in Abuja is very
risky and one stands the risk
of being knocked down by
vehicles.

Another sweeper that
works with Total Facility
Managers, Utako, said she is
satisfied with the job she
does despite its risk.

“I am very happy with my

job because I believe in the
dignity of labour and cannot
beg or become a nuisance in
society,” she added.

Atthe office of Total Facil-
ity Manager, an official, who
declined to comment, said the
executive manager had gone

out of town.

Efforts to also get the com-
ment of the Abuja Environ-
mental Protection Board

proved abortive as the
spokesperson declined to re-
spond to questions through
the phone.

Youngsters in court
over handset theft

hree youngsters were

on Wednesday ar-

raigned before an
Abuja magistrate court for
allegedly stealing a Nokia
handset belonging to one
Nerphet Ghariba.

The accused persons,
Musa Yahaya, Khalid Haruna
and Danladi Sani, all of Barnex
Plaza, Wuse 2, Abuja, were

-reported to have conspired

with one Yahaya, now at large
to allegedly steal the said
phone.

Prosecutor Monday Akor
disclosed to the court that on
March 27, 2009, one Nerphet
Ghariba reported to the po-
lice that the accused persons
and one Yahaya, said to be at
large, stole his Nokia N73
handset valued at N37,000.

He said while the complain-
ant was fuelling his car at
Barnex Plaza, the accused
persons criminally stole the
handset from where it was
placed in the car.

According to the prosc, -
tor, the offences committed by
the accused persons are
punishable under Sections 79
and 288 of the Penal Code
Law.

When the charges were

read to the accused persons,-

they all pleaded not guilty

~and requested for bail.

Following the denial of the
charges, the_prosecutor
asked the court for a hearing
date and did not object to the
accused persons bail.

Magistrate Rosemary
Kanyip granted each of the
accused persons bail in the
sum of N30,000 with areliable
surety each In like sums that
must reside within the court’s
jurisdiction and swear to an
affidavit to produce the ac-
cused persons in court on the
adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to
April 28 for hearing.

In another court, a 27-
year-old man was on Tues-
day arraigned for allegedly
stealing a Nokia handset be-
longing to one Nathaniel

By Hussein Yahaya &
Ibraheem A. Fatai

Agumon and stabbing one
Moses Chukwu with a bro-
ken bottle.

The accused, Iji Isaac of
Lugbe Zone 7, Abuja, was
arrested by the police on
March 25, 2009.

Prosecutor Jeremiah Elijah
told the court that on March
25, 2009, one Nathaniel
Agumon reported to the po-
lice that the accused came to
his shop to download some
music into his handset.

He said immediately the
accused left the shop, the
complainant discovered that
his handset was missing,
adding that one Moses
Chukwu took the complain-
ant to the house of the ac-
cused to ask him of the sto-
len phone.

“After leaving the accused
person’s house, he followed
them and stabbed Moses
with a broken bottle on the
neck, thereby inflicting seri-
ous injury on him,” the pros-
ecutor stated.

According to the prosecu-
tor, police investigation re-
vealed that the accused ac-
tually stole the said handset
from the complainant’s shop,
adding that he committed an
offence punishable under
Sections 288 and 247 of the
Penal Code Law.

When the charges were
read to the accused, he
pleaded not guilty and re-
quested for bail. Magistrate
Akobi Ann granted the ac-
cused bail in the sum 0fN100,
000 with two sureties in like
sums, of which one of them
must be a civil servant of not
below Grade Level 13.

The magistrate also ruled
that the two sureties must re-
side within the court’s juris-
diction as well as swear to
affidavits to produce the ac-
cused in court on the ad-
journed date.

The case was adjourned to
April 14 for hearing.

k-

dents of FGC Kwali entertaining guests at their 25th anniversary ...recently.

Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.

FGC Kwali celebrates 25th anniversary

he Federal Govern-

ment College (FGC),

Kwali Tuesday cel-
ebrated its 25™ anniversary
in Kwali.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, the school’s Principal,
Mrs. Imoukhuede C.
Abiodun said the school is
grateful to God for turning
past students of the school
into important people in the
society.

According to her, the
school has succeeded in
producing great men and,
women that are now contrib-
uting to the development of
the school and the country
at large.

The principal howe%r la-
mented that the school is
facing some challenges that
include fencing of its pre-
mises, providing street
lights, lack of sufficient staff
quarters and lack of electric-
ity.

She said the school’s
generator cannot supply
power to the staff quarters.

The principal appealed for
help from traditional rulers,
the ministry of education
and other stakeholders in
the education sector in ad-
dressing the problems facing
the school.

Also speaking at the oc-
casion, Minister of State for
Education, Hajiya Aishatu
Dukku, disclosed that the
federal government is put-
ting together a road map in
order to revamp the educa-
tion sector, including Unity
Schools in the country.

The minister who was rep-
resented by the Deputy Di-
rector of the Secondary Edu-
cation, Mrs. Ogumaike
Adekumbi, further revealed
that the federal ministry of

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

education has already con-
stituted six zonal committees
to go round all unity schools
in the entire geo-political
zones in the country in or-
der to access the extent of

as well as come up with a re-
port to bring back the Unity
Schools to its past glories.

The Etsu of Kwali, Alhaji
Shaban Audu Nizazo, com-
mended the school’s man-
agement, staff and students
for striving towards excel-
lence.

He noted the importance
of the efforts of the federal
government in Public-Private
Partnership, adding that
public education needs con-
tribution from all stake-hold-
ers in order to strengthen the
standard of education in the

country.

problems facing the schools
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Why Akwe Doma deserves second term—Walid Jibrin

= overnor Aliyu Akwe
Doma deserves a
second térm in'office

because he has changed the
face of Nasarawa State by
the development projects he
executed and also because
he has achieved in less than
two years what has not been
done in the last 10 years
since the state was created,
Senator Walid Jibrin has said.

Inan interview with Daily
Trust, he confirmed the
rumour that he is one of the
advocates for a second term
for Doma. Jibrin, who is also
the Northwest vice presi-
dent of the Manufacturers’
Association of' Nigeria
(MAN), also said that his
support for Doma is also

’ From Ibraheem Musa,
Kaduna

L
hinged on the peaceful co-
existence in Nasarawa state.
He said former Governor
Abdullahi Adamu, who is
from the same western zone
as Jibril, had spent eight
years as governor and it is
only fair to allow Doma from
the southern zone to spend
two terms as governor. After
Doma exhausts his eight
years, “then we should go®
to Akwanga zone and allow
them to rule for eight years.”
After that, the various
components of the state
would have tasted the gov-
ernorship and then “we will
now sit down to decide

where to zone the ticket to,”
he added.

Zoning of the governor-
ship, he said, will enhance
the peace and harmony
which the Doma administra-
tion has brought back to
Nasarawa state.

In less than two years,
Doma has embarked on a
massive roads development
in Nasarawa state as every
senatorial district and local
government has benefited,
he said. According to Walid
Jibrin, there is a massive ur-
ban rehabilitation in the
state, adding that “there is a
new form of urbanisation in
Nasarawa State.”

The governor has built
dams and in particular,
Nasawara dam is about to be

built with about N1 billion
and the contractors are al-
ready on site, he said. “That
project will be completed
before the end of this year,
in fact by August or Novem-
ber, everything will be com-
pleted,” he added. In addi-
tion, the governor has pro-
vided boreholes and has
embarked on a rural electrifi-
cation schemes, he said, add-
ing that transformers have
been purchased and given to
needy communities.

Jibrin said Doma has

- commenced poverty allevia-

tion schemes in collabora-
tion with NAPEP. Unem-
ployed youths are being
taught skills and thereafter,
government gives them start
up capital, he said. This

Kano State Governor Malam Ibrahim Shekarau (left),
party’s caucus meeting in Abuja, recently.

with ANPP National Chairman, Chief Ume Ezeoke during thé

programme has reduced the
army of unemployed youths
who sometimes engage in all
kinds of vices, in most
towns of the state, he added.

Jibril, who said that he
has chosen to play an advi-
sory role in politics as he is
no longer interested in an

‘elective position, decried the

commercialisation of politics
inrecent times. He said poli-
tics has been so bastardised
that if one does not have
money to throw around, he
will not get elected. He said
that because of the high in-
cidence of poverty, the
people have become so easy
to succumb to the lure of
money and that they now
have little regard for the in-
tegrity of aspirants.

He recalled that in the
Second Republic, his people
met and decided that he
should contest the ‘senato-
rial election and they sent a
delegation to Kaduna, where

he was working at UNTL. “I
didn’t know how my form
was bought, I didn’t know
how my campaign was fi-
nanced and I won election,”
he recalled. However, the
situation changed in 1999,
when he decided to vie for
governorship of Nasarawa
State.

At that time, he recalled,
people were openly putting
leaves on their heads, signi-
fying that they are for sale.
Jibrin also recalled that on
the eve of the PDP governor-
ship primaries, assassins
were even sent to his house
but luckily for him, they
didn’t find him but they made
away with the little that he
had for logistics.

“Since then, I decided to
stay away from elective po-
sitions,” he said, adding that
as amember of PDP’s board
of trustees, he plays an ad-
visory role within the party.

Benue AC chair, oth

( jhainnan of the Action
Congress (AC) in
Benue State Mr.

Terlumun Ahure and some

party executives as well as

their supporters have de-
camped to the People’s

Democratic Party (PDP).
The chairman said the

decampees, who were origi-
nally members of the PDP
before joining AC, were re-
turning to the ruling party
because AC was now “a boat
that is irremediably sinking
in the state.”

He said, “As I speak to
you, the national secretariat
of the AC has not given a
dime to the state chapters.
Benue AC has not had funds
from the national secretariat
from the time of setting up
the chapter to this day. I am
tired of running a chapter
without funds,” Ahure told
newsmen in Makurdi after a
meeting of the expanded ex-
ecutive council of AC on
Tuesday.

[From Hir Joseph, Makurdi

He said he was decamp-
ing with some state execu-
tive council members, some
leaders of the party at the
local government and ward
levels as well as their sup-
porters.

“I have their mandate as
the state chairman of the AC

ers deéétmpto PDP

to inform you and members
of'the public that, our party,
the AC, not just at the Benue
state level, but even at the
national level, seemed to
have derailed.

“There is visible lack of
focus, the structure. of the
party, which is the organs
that make up the party and
us individuals that drive the

implementation of the poli-
cies of the party and the in-
frastructures of the party, for
instance, the state secre-
tariat of the party and other
tangible structures of the
party that you see with your
visible eyes, have almost
come to a level where we can
say they are non-existent,”
he said.

Okocha’s case against
INEC for retrial Monday

he Delta State Election

I Petition Tribunal yes-
terday fixed April 6 to
determine whether or not Mr
Peter Okocha of the Action
Congress (AC) was qualified
to contest the 2007 gover-
norship election in the state.

Justice B.S. Mohammed,
Chairman of the tribunal re-
constituted to retry the peti-
tion, gave the date in his rul-
ing in Asaba. The judge also
ordered that the pre-trial pro-
cesses in Okocha’s petition
challenging his alleged ex-
clusion from the gubernato-
rial polls by INEC should be
closed.

The tribunal also directed
parties in the mattér to restrict
themselves to Iead evidence
that could reflect whether
Okocha was lawfully or un-
lawfully excluded from the
said election.

Mohammed also im-
plored the parties to produce
lead evidence that could be
used to ascertain if Okocha
was also qualified to contest
inthe April 14,2007 election
before his alleged exclusion
by INEC.

He urged the parties to
deal with issues regarding
Okocha’s qualification in
general, including constitu-
tional qualification, nomina-

| sis of old and new PDP mem-

Shinkafi reconciles a

overnor Mahmud
Shinkafi of Zamfara
State said he had

reconciled aggrieved PDP
members in the state. Shin-
kafi said this on Wednesday
in Gusau at the swearing in
of new commissioners and
special advisers.

“Today’s occasion marks
our commitment to forge
ahead as members of the
same political party devoid
of any distinction on the ba-

bers. We are putting behi§g

us the politics of division,
rancour and bitterness,” the
governor said.

He expressed the readi-
ness of his administration to
carry along everyone for the
development of the party
and the state in general.

“I am pleased to note that
this development has further
strengthened peace, har-
mony and co-existence
among politicians of various
backgrounds,” he said.

The governor added that
the new commissioners and
special advisers were ap-
pointed because of their
commitment to human devel-
opment.

Shinkafi urged them to
discharge their duties in ac-

-cordance with the law and

shun any form of cerruption.

“The government will not
condone any act of corrup-
tion from both the civil ser-
vants and political office
holders in the state,” he

rieved PDP members

warned.

The commissioners are
Alhaji Kabir Marafa, Water
Resources; Alhaji Kabir
Moyi, Youths and Skills Ac-
quisition; and Alhaji Ibrahim
Shehu, Culture and Tourism.

The special advisers in-
clude Alhaji Yahaya Chado,
Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs); Alhaji
Yunusa Abdullahi, Zamfara
Comprehensive Agricultural
Revolution Programme and
Alhaji Modi Bukkuyum,
Election Matters. (NAN)

tion qualification, and quali-
fication as prescribed by the
Electoral Act 2006.

Referring specifically to
Okocha, Mohammed said:
“What we want is for you to
call evidence in line with
your qualification and then
call evidence to show that
your exclusion was unlaw-
ﬁ.ll.”

The tribunal, how-
ever, admitted two exhibits to
enable INEC to respond to
the issues raised in Okocha’s
petition. INEC’s counsel, Mr
Olufemi Adeyemi, said the
onus was on Okocha to
prove that he was qualified
for the said election in the
first instance before talking
about unlawful exclusion.

Governor Emmanuel
Uduaghan’s lawyer, Mr Vic-
tor Grant, told the tribunal
that the crux of the matter
was Okocha’s valid nomina-
tion and unlawful exclusion.

“We are attacking the
qualification of the first peti-
tioner and not that he was
excluded from contesting.
He was not even qualified to
contest,” he said.

Okocha’s counsel, Mr
Chijioke Emeka, said that he
would call one witness just
like Grant and Adeyemi at the
trial on April 6. Two docu-
ments presented by
Adeyemi were listed as ex-
hibits by the tribunal. They
include the White Paper on
the report of an administra-
tive panel of inquiry which
investigated some public of-
ficers and others for alleged
corrupt practices. Adeyemi
said that the report indicted
Okocha. The second docu-
ment is a letter, dated Febru-
ary 19, 2007 and written by
AC to INEC, indicating the
states where its governor-
ship and deputy governor-
ship candidates were substi-
tuted. (NAN)
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The general public is hereby notified that the above named
organization has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission
for Registration under part “C” of the Companies and Allied
Matters Act 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. GODWINESEROGHENE URHIE
2.  TINA USOKO URHIE ( MRS)
3. AKPEVWOGHENE ILAYA
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1.To give good education to the up coming generation as
our leaders of tomorrow
2.To provide platform for Capacity Building among Nigerian
Youths. : s

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the
registrar general, Corporate Affairs Commission Abuja, within
28 days of this publication

Sign by:
SECRETARY — TINA USOKO URHIE (MRS.)

3

JOS CRISIS APPEAL FUND

The general public is hereby notified that the above named
organization has applied for registration to the Corporate
Affairs CommiSsion, Abuja for Registration under Part “C”
of the Company and Allied Matters Act of 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Sheikh Musa Muhammad
2. Rev. Dr. Pandang Yamsat
3. Alhaji Alhassan Shua’ibu
4. Rev. Dr. Raphael Nwankwo
5. Mrs. Sarah Pam
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To tackle the root causes of crises in Jos by ensuring
compensation, conflict resolution and job stimulation.
Members of the public who have objections to the registration
are kindly requested to notify the Registrar General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565 Ndola Square, Wuse
Zone 5, PM.B. 198, Garki, Abuja, within 28 days of this
publication.
Signed:
Clement lornongu & Co.
Legal Practitioners

14

NIGER STATE GOVERNMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT

This is to inform the general public that the Niger State
Ministry for Lands and Housing is to commence on the spot
documentation of ALL existing developed structures in the
state.

The exercise is in conformity with the mandate of the
Ministry as well as one of its strategic plans in actualizing the
state’s vision 3:2020.

The documentation exercise will cover among others,
Financial Institutions, Industries, Filling Stations, Private
Schools, Clinics, Hotels, Restaurants and all other
commercial institutions.

The Ministry wishes to seize this opportunity to appeal to all
concerned to please give necessary cooperation to the
committee charged with this responsibility whenever they
areintheir premises.
Signed:
Salome F. N. Ndakotsu (Mrs)
Honourable Commissioner
Ministry of Lands and Housing

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

The general public is notified of the loss of
Certificate of Occupancy (C of O) in respect
of NO.BA2353 dated 6" May, 1981 issued by
Bauchi state government, belonging to Alhaji
Abdul Hassan of No. 12 Ahmadu Bello Way,
Opposite Ministry of Finance, Bauchi. The
certificate was recently discovered missing from
the file and would not be traced, hence the need
for replacement by the relevant authorities.

Daily Trust Friday, April 3,2009

L.OSS OF BAG

The general public is hereby notified of the loss of a bag
containing the following documents.

1: Bank Savings Passbook; 2 Primary School
Certificate up to University Level; 3. Certificate of Foreign
Institution; 4. International Passport; 5. National War
College Certificate; 6_Letter of First Appointment; 7.
Letter of Last two Promotions with other vital documents.
All belonging to ALHASSAN M. KURFI of Federal Civil
Service Commission, Abuja.

If found, please return to nearest police station. General
public take note.

TRUMPET SOUND INLAND MISSIONS
This is to notify the general public that the above named organization has
applied for registration under part ( C) of the Companies and Allied Matters
Act No.1 of 1990. x

THE TRUSTEES ARE:

1. Jacolo Tanko Garba-Paiko -Co-ordinator/Chairman Board of Trustees

2. Godwin Festus - General Secretary

3. Faustina Nwabueze - Member

4:Abraham Garba - Member

5. Lovely Onajite Ebojoh - Member

6. Tabitha Aloh - Member

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

g Christian Discipleship.

2 Economic Empowerment at the grassroots.

3. Educational Awareness to youths at grassroots.

4. Resource mobilization and allocation for missions.

Any objection to the above registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420B, Tigris Crescent, off
Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja, within 28 days of this publication.

Signed:
Godwin Festus
(General Secretary)

LOWER USUMA DAM, ABUJA RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

Companies and Allied Matters Act of 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
MR. HUDU BELLO
ENGR. JINIYA BIDDA ANJO
MR. JOHN OKONEDO
ENGR. JAFARU ALIYU NAHUCHE
MR. JACOB AREO
MRS. OLOLADE YEJIDE OKOBI
7.  MR. HAPPY ENADIOSIE
THE AIMS & OBJECTIVES ARE:

(oSOl e v o

E To safeguard and promote the interest of residents in the estate on

matters concerning housing and the environment.

2. To help to improve living conditions, community facilities and

services for residents living in the estate.
3. To represent the views of all the residents within the estate.

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi Ironsi
Street, Maitama, Abuja, PM.B. 198, Abuja within Twenty-Eight (28) days

from the date of this publication.
Signed:
OLORI-AJE ADAM, ESQ.
x (Solicitor) :

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Body, has applied
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under Part “C” of the

URENNA IFUNANYACHI OPARA FOUNDATION

This is to notify the general public that the above mentioned foundation
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) for registration
under part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act Cap 59, laws
of 1990. :

The Trustees are:

1. OKECHUKWU OPARA - CHAIRMAN
2. CIRI MONIGOD

3. REV. FR. AUGUSTINE IBEZIMAKO

4. REV. FR. JUDE 1. OFFOR

5. DR. OLUCHI UKEJE i - SECRETARY

The aims and objectives are:
1. To provide funds for research into killer diseases, malaria, typhoid,
hepatitis.
2. Provide support for Roman Catholic Mission and Missionary
work.
Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Maitama, Abuja, within 28
days of this publication.
Signed:
OKECHUKWU OPARA
BVM SOLICITORS, SUITE A19 KAYS PLAZA,
NO. 48 EBITU UKIWE STREET, JABL

CALLISTUS OPA FOUNDATION

This is to notify the general public that the above mentioned
foundation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission
(CAC) for registration under part ‘C’ of the Companies and

Allied Matters Act Cap 59, laws of 1990.
The Trustees are:

1. CIRI MONIGOD - CHAIRMAN

2. REV. FR. PETER 1. ADOBOH

3. REV. FR. AUSTINE IBEZIMAKO

4. OKECHUKWU OPARA

5. LEONA CHINYERE OPARA - SECRETARY
The aims and objectives are:,”

1. Providing aid to the’pporest of the poor.

2 Providing vocational ‘training for the youth.

Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to the
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Maitama,

Abuja, within 28 days of this publication.

: 7 Signed:
OKECHUKWU OPARA
BVM SOLICITORS, SUITE A19 KAYS PLAZA,
NO. 48 EBITU UKIWE STREET, JABIL
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L tosohoca

The general public is hereby notified of the loss of
the original land document in respect of Plot
AHE497 of about 1219.734sqm located at AMAC
Housing Estate Lugbe, Abuja belonging to WG
CDR OGUNMODEDE ADEWALE STEVEN
‘M’ of Nigeria Air force Headquarters, Area 7, Garki
Abuja. All efforts to trace the document proved
abortive. If found, please contact Zone 7, Police
Headquarters Wuse Zone 3, Abuja or the nearest

police state. General public to please take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This to notify the general public of the loss
of document belonging to Mohamed in
respect of plot NO1 Agaja Road Maiduguri
an area of 5013.48sqm.certificate of
occupancy NoBo/2824,All effort to trace
the missing documents proved abortive. If
found please return to the nearest police
station.

LOSS OF OFFER GRANT/CONVENANCE OF
APPROVAL

approval issued by Ministry for Federal
Capital Territory to late Chief S.A Oladapo
of upper Barracks Road, Ondo has been
declared lost. Anybody that uses this does
so at his/her own risk.

The public should please take note.

A.A.OLADAPO
Announcer

The original letter of grant/conveyance of

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly called MRS RABI IBRAHIM BOYI, now wish
to.be called RABI MUSA SAULAWA. All former documents

remain valid. The general public to note.

I, formerly BAMIKE OMOYENI AIYENIBE, Now wish
to be known as BAMIKE OMOYENI OMIWALE. All
former documents remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly called MISS MARYAM SHU’AIB EY YA now
wished to be called MRS MARYAM HAMZA OTHMAN.
All former documents remain valid. ATBU, NYSC and the
public to note.

I, formerly OLUWATOYIN ANTHONIA ADAMOLEKUN
now wish to called MRS OLUWATIYIN ATHONIA AINA.
All former documents should remain valid. ABU Plc and
general public should take note.

1, formerly MISS HALIMA AMINU wish to be called MRS
HALIMA AMINU MOHAMMED. All former documents
remain valid. UDUS, Law School, NYSC general public take
note.

I, formerly called MISS AISHAT AHMED now wish to be
called MRS AISHAT MUSA BELLO. All former documents
remain valid JAMB and the public to note.

I, formerly known as MISS ENDURANCE OVRODE,
now wish to be known as MRS ENDURANCE ADELEKE.
All former documents bearing former names remain valid.
Delta State University, Abraka and the general public take
note.

I, formerly called JOSEPH DZARMALI, wish to be called

YUSUF DZARMAI IBRAHIM. All former documents
remain valid. General public and Nigerian Customs take
note. -

1, formally known as MISS SURAYYA BELLO HABIB
now wish to be called MRS SURAYYA ABUBAKAR
HAMZA. All former documents remain valid. NYSC, BUK
and general public to note.

1, formally MISS OYESANWO ADEJOKE BOLANLE
now wish to be addressed as MRS ADEYEMI ADEJOKE
BOLANLE. IMSH, Owerri FCMB, Kwara Poly, Ilorin and
general public take note.

I, formerly FATI SALISU, now wish to be called HAUWA
MOHAMMED. Former documents remain valid. Ministry
of Health, Yobe state to note.

1, formerly known as MISS FELICIA EGELEH OYAGHA,
now wish to be called MRS. FELICIA EGELEH
CHUKWUEMEKA ANYAJIKE. All former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

1, formerly SAIDU YAHAYA of Yelwa Plateau State, now
ABDULLAHI SAEED YAHAYA, Darki-Wudil LGA Kano
State. All former documents remain valid. General public take

note.

I, formerly known as MISS GLORY EFFIOM OSIM,
now wish to be called MRS GLORY RICHARD USMAN.
All former documents remain valid. Public take note.
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Daily Trust Friday, April 3,2009

TRUST CLASSIFIED

OUTE 'H
RNATIONAL

This is to notify the general public that the above mentioned
ministry has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission
(CAC) for registration under part ‘C’ of the Companies and
Allied Matters Act Cap 59, laws of 1990.
The Trustees are:
1. JOBN WINNING OMOHA

JOY UYO OCHANYA

PAUL ONUCHE ADEJOH

JEROME YAKUBU OKOH

GLORY NKEM IWEREBON
The aims and objectives are:
1: To propagate the gospel of Jesus Christ.
2 To establish Christian institutions that will preach
the gospel and help the needy and the privilege.
Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to the
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Maitama,
Abuja, within 28 days of this publication.

Signed:
SHAIBU SANI ESQ
MANGAL PLAZA, AREA 11, GARKI, ABUJA

Mb L o Db 4

GIVING HOPE RESTORATION PROPHETIC

MINISTRIES

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Organization
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under
Part “C” of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1 > Pastor Paul Leteh Nwiyee (Chairman)
2 Mrs. Divine Baridapdoo Paul
3. Bro. Kenneth Yaabari Baridam Timothy
4. Pastor Dumnamene Nwi-yo
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

. To proclaim the gospel of salvation our Lord Jesus Christ ,

. To establish branches of the Church within and outside

Nigeria
. To promote and provide scriptural and secular education
and evangelism
. To establish institutions for the purpose of (3) above for
the social welfare of the needy.
Any objective should be forwarded to the Regxstra:-General Corporate
Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse, Zone 5, Abuja
within 28 days of the publication.
© Signed:
BARR. ROSITA A. TONY-SAMPSON
OHANEZE CHAMBERS
21, Emekuku Street,
D/Line, Port Harcourt

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND
ACCOUNTABILITYCLUB
he general public is hereby notified that the above named club has

hpplied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration
nder part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act No. 1 of 1990.

HE TRUSTEES ARE
PROF. MUHAMMED TAWFIQLADAN
HAJI'YA SAFTYA ADAMU
DR. ANDREW AKUME
A IMS AND OBJECTIVES ~

1. To promote good governance and accountability.

R. To Create Awareness on dangers of corruption conflict and power
wrangling in our body polity.

B. To liaise with government and other NGO’s with similar objectives.
IAny objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off
Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja, P.M.B. 198, Abuja within Twenty-
Eight (28) days from the date of this publication.

Signed:
HASSAN M. SHAGARI ESQ
Kutigi & Co., Suite 212 Anbeez Plaza, Wuse Zone 5, Abu;a,
08023669770.

THAM GIRL-CHILD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
€ general pupblic is nereby notified that the above named Foundation has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under part
C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act No. 1 of 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Bolaji Abdullateef
2. Hauwa Abdulmalik
3. Halima Tayo Alao
4. Abiodu Mohammed
5. Kayode Abdulrazak
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To promote the acquisition of quality and functional education for the
girl-child in the society.
2. To create conducive environment for the Girl-Child to attain her optimal

potentials, educationally, socially, culturally, politically etc.
. To reduce extreme hunger and poverty among girls, women and youth.
. To organize seminars/workshops that will assist and enlighten the girl-

child on the importance of education. %

. To ensure that girl have adequate quality education at all levels.
. To train and empower girls to be leaders of tomorrow.

To ensure appropriate response of girls, women and youth to HIV/AID,

Malaria and other preventable diseases.’
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi Irons
Street, Maitama, Abuja, PM.B, 198, Abuja within Twenty-Eight (28) days fro s
the date of this publication.

Signed:
...J. MUSTAPHA ESQ
SECRETARY

THIS SPACE
IS FOR SALE

CHANGE OF
NAME

I, formally known as MISS
MAIMUNA BALA, now wish
to be known and addressed as
MRS. MAIMUNA
OBADIAH. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General
public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
OLORUNLONI GLAITAN
ADESANMI, now wish to be
known as MRS.
OLORUNLONI OLAITAN
ADENEKAN. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
[ONYIA QUEEN
CHINWENDU, now wish to
be known and addressed as
MRS. EZE QUEEN
CHINWENDU. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

1, formerly known as MISS
IDONGESIT S. UMO, now
wish to be called MRS.
IDONGESIT FELIX
CHIDIADI. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
OKOLO NNENNA
ANNASTECIA, now wish tof}
be known and addressed asf|
MRS. AGBO NNENNA
ANNASTECIA. All former
documents remain valid.
General public to take note.

I, formerly known as
MARYAM HARUNA, now
wish to be known and addressed
as MRS. MARYAM
HARUNA ABUBAKAR. All
former documents remain
valid. NYSC and general public
to take note.

I, formerly known as
RUQAYYA AHMED, now
MRS RUQAYYA AHMED
ABDULLAHI. All former
documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I, formerly known as
ELEGBEDE OMOTOLA
SHAKIRAT henceforth wish
to be called TERIBA
OMOTOLA SHAKIRAT. Al
former documents remain

_Jvalid. _N]Stand Rt eV

[te—taK€ NOLS

1 formerly cﬁﬂed
OLANIPEKUNOLADUNNI
COMFORT henceforth wish
to be called MRS.
OLADUNNI COMFORT
BAALE. All former documents
remain valid. UBA Plc,
UNIABUJA, OSCOTECH
ESA-OKE and general public
take note.

1, formerly known as MISS
ANYANWU GLORIA
OGADINMA, wish to be
known and addressed as MRS
GLORY VITUS OSUJL All
former documents remain

i alid. Spring Bank Plc and

general public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS
COMFORT INYANG
UDOFA, now wish to be
addressed as MRS.
COMFORT EMMANUEL
NASAH. All former
documents remain valid.
UBA, UNICAL and general
public take note.

I, formerly known as EZE
ANGELA, now wish to be
called AGU ANGELA. Former
documents remain valid.
NYSC and public to note.

A
L.

Resources.

2 In pursuance of implementation of its 2009 Capital budget, invitations are

hereby required from interested qualified applicants for execution of projects proposed

for execution in 2009.

B. SCOPE OF WORK

The work comprises procurements, enginecrin g works and consu]tancv as further

described below:

Lotl  Procurementofagro-chemicals and field Lquxpmmt

Lot2  Purchaseof laboralery equipment

Lot3  Procurement and installation of air-conditioners =

Lot4  Procurement and installation of computer systems (desktop and laptop) with
accessories

Lot5 Purchaseof3 Nos field utility vehicles Toyota coaster (30-seater) Bus

Lot6  Furnishingof office complex

Lot7  Landscaping of ERLS building

Lot  Roadrehabilitation (tarring) at CRIN Headquarters

Lot9  Roadrehabilitation (tarring) at CRIN Sub stations

Lot10 Renovationofbuildings at CRIN Headquarters

Lot1l Renovationofbuildings at CRIN sub-stations

Lot12  Procurement and installation nftransformer at Headquarters

~{f Lot13 Procurement oftractors

Lot14 Computerization of Accounting System

Lot 15 Procurement of 1 No. field utility vehicle for National Cocoa Seed Garden
Project

PRE-QUALIFICATION

Only qualified companies shall be invited to competitively tender for these services. To
qual ify for consideration, applicants are required to submit the following documents.

i
il.
fil.

Applicants should note that they are required to submit complete packages in respect of
the entire scope of work.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

COCOA RESEARCH INSTITUTE

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Ibadan is one of the parastatals in the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water

OF NIGERIA
IDI-AYUNRE, IBADAN

INTRODUCTION :
Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria (CRIN) located at Idi-Ayunre near

Certificate of incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission
Detailed Company Profile

Company's financial details/status for the last three (3) years

Tax Clearance Certificate (for last 3 years) ’

Evidence of current registration of company with CRIN

Evidence of past experience in similar service on at least three projects.

Pre-qualification documents of three (3) hard copies, shall be submitted in one (1)

sealed envelope, clearly marked “CONFIDENTIAL: CRIN 2009
PROJECTS” with your company name and Lot Nu
envelope. Theabove dneve

RIN 200uSiadotthe

Mr\« LS

e AN ucaudresse

The Executive Director

Cocoa Research Inst;tute of Nigeria (CRIN)
PMB 5244 i

Kilometer 14, Ibadan-ljebu Qde Road
Idi-Ayunre

Ibadan.

Nigeria.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: Two (2) weeks from date of this publication.
Please Note:

On no account should the document be submitted in any other CRIN location
other than the address given above.

Applicants must indicate Company's Name on the sealed envelope.
Notwithstanding the submission of the pre-qualification information, CRIN
is neither committed nor obliged to include any company on any bid list or
award any form of contract to any company and/or associated companies, sub-
contractors or agents.

Tender information and instruction shall be given to oompames/f‘ rms that
have been screened and found suitable to provide the services.

CRIN will deal only with authorized officers of the company and NOT
through individuals or agents.

CRIN will not enter into correspondence with any company or individual on
why a company was short-listed or not short-listed.

This advertisement of “Invitation for Pre-Qualification” shall not be construed as
commitment on part of CRIN, nor shall it entitle Applicants to make any claims
whatsoever and/or seek indemnity from CRIN by virtue of such Applicants having =
responded to this advertisement.
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Ndanusa
raises hope on

- U-17 World
 Cup budget

By Orkula Shaagee

ark clouds over the release

f the N9 billion budget

for the Nigeria 2009 FIFA

U-17 World Cup Local Organiz-

* ing Committee (LOC) were cleared

yesterday, with Minister of Sports

and Chairman National Sports

Commission, Engineer Sani

Ndanusa saying the money will

soon be released to the commit-
tee.

Speaking during a visit to the
secretariat of the LOC in Abuja,
Ndanusa said the delay earlier
caused by Due Process Office has
been cleared and the money will
be made available to thé commit-
tee.

According to Ndanusa, govern-
ment has gone to the last level of

he Local Organizing

I Committee (LOC) for

Nigeria 2009 FIFA U-

17 World Cup yesterday

said it would stage two 8-

Nations Soccer Champion-

ships as part of efforts to

test-run the facilities ear-

marked for the global soc-
cer event.

Vice Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of the or-
ganizing committee,
Mainasara Illo who dis-
closed this when he re-
ceived Minister of Sports
and Chairman National
Sports Commission, Engi-
neer Sani Ndanusa in his
office, also said the two tour-
naments will provide an op-
portunity for the Golden

By Orkula Shaagee

Eaglets to test their strength
ahead of the U-17 World
Cup in October.
According to him, the two
tournaments have become
even most important, con-
_sidering the failure of the
~Nigerian team to qualify for

the African U-17 Champion- -

ship in Tunisia .

He stated that the com-
mittee is determined to en-
sure that Nigeria does not
only host a hitch-free event
in October, but also show-

ria 2009

cases the abundant re-
sources in the country to

the rest of the world.

Illo, who also announced
that the draws for the glo-
bal soccer event would hold
on July 31st in Abuja ,
added that the mascot, team
song and official emblem for
the World Cup currently at’
the design stage will soon
be launched; even as he in-
formed that FIFA is happy
with the designed mascot.

He also disclosed that the
Local Organizing Committee
has engaged the services of

L lans 8-team test tourney
for Nige

Globacom, First Bank and
ThisDay Newspaper as na-
tional supporters, and that
three more are being ex-
pected to swell the list to six.

Illo added that the com-
mittee is working hard to en-

- sure that the facilities

needed for the World Cup
are ready before the final
visit of the FIFA inspection
team in the second week of
May.

In his reply, Sports Min-
ister, Sani Ndanusa assured
that the National Sports
Commission would give its
financial and logistics back-
ing to the LOC to ensure the
success of the two 8-Nation
tournaments slated for Sep-
tember.

due process and very soon money
will be released to the Local Orga-
nizing Committee to begin full
scale preparations for the soccer
fiesta.

“The budget for the World Cup
will be released to the Local Orga-
nizing Committee for work any
moment from now, we have gone
to the last level of due process on

the issue”, Ndanusa stated.

Alsoyesterday, the minister di-
rected the LOC to ensure that the
soccer event is held without of er-
rors.

He told the Local Organizing
Committee in Abuja that the Fed-
eral Government and indeed Presi-
dent Yar’adua are looking forward
to hosting a hitch-free FIFA U-17
World Cup in October.

“I want to assure you that the
Federal Government and Presi-
dent Umaru Musa Yar’adua are
looking forward to hosting the
world under zero error, and we
have to do that because this is a
test case for Nigeria to becoming
one of the best 20 nations in the
world-by 2020.

“Our demand from you is total
zero error World Cup hosting, and
I will continue to monitor your
activities; and I will be making un-
scheduled visits to ensure that ev-
erything is in place”, Ndanusa said.

He added that Nigeria’s ¢red-
ibility and image is being put to
test with the World Cup hosting
right, as people have already
started making comparisms as to
what Nigeria can do and what
SouthAfricacandeliveratthe 2010
World Cup.

ﬁ

Gambia’s coach Taq Saigy, gt, and his players celebrate with the

S

triumph against Algeria in Dar el Seida in Algiers, Algeria ...yesterday.

 trophy after their African U-17 Championship

fit for Hamburg

uper Eagles forward,
Chinedu Obasi has been
certified fitand available for
selection for his German club TSG
Hoffenheim’s next league game
away to Hamburg on Saturday.
Obasi who had been out for
weeks now was suffering from a
muscle fibre tear and his recovery
alongside fellow sfriker, Demba
Ba and midfielder, Sejad Salihovic
will be exciting news for coach Ralf
Rangnick who has seen his first
team depleted by injury.
Edu’s injury restricted his ap-
pearances this year to only four
and 16 games in total for the sea-

INSIDE >»> Mi

son with six goals to his credit. He
last played for Hoffenheim on
March 7 in the 0-0 draw at home
with Werder Bremen and also
missed Nigeria’s World Cup quali-
fying game against Mozambique
in Maputo last Sunday.

Injuries to key players includ-
ing the League’s top socrer, Vedad
Ibisevic has seen Hoffenheim who
emerged the winter Champions in
their first Bundesliga season gradu-
ally slid down-the table to fifth
with 44 points from 25 games and
they are yet to win a game since
the commencement of the second
stanza.

kelson starts Masters run in Houston

not been recovered

ot been told by the Nigeria Police that part or whole of the about

$200,000 stolen from its offices on March 19 had been recov-

ered. Speculations were rife that some amount of the money had been

recovered from certain persons, but NFF General Secretary, Dr. Bolaji

Ojo-Oba said: “We have been reading the speculations and all that some

persons assumed had happened in the media just like anyone else. We
have not heard anything from the Police.

“The theft was noticed on the moring of March 19 and we called in
the Nigeria Police to handle the matter. Our investigators have been
working on a number of theories and several aspects but we have not
been told that the money had been recovered, or that someone had taken
the Police to somewhere where they put the money.

“Inview ofthis, Tam appealing to Nigerians to let us be patient as the

Te Nigeria Football Federation stated on Wednesday that it had
n

investigators are working and will definitely get around to solving the
puzzle. We would not be helping the Police if we keep speculating

everyday.”
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~ 0jo-Oba: Stolen $200,000 has

‘Quote of

Obaseki charges
League Awards
C’ttee

ief Oyuki Obaseki, the Ni-

geria Premier League (NPL)

ard chairman, on Thurs-

day in Abuja tasked its Awards

Committee to ensure that the

competition’s best performers
were adequately rewarded.

Obaseki, while inaugurating the

eight-man committee at the league

secretariat, said reward through

recognition and honour would add

value to the Globacom Premier

“The inauguration of the com-
mittee is something that is long
overdue, but we have finally de-
cided to take the bull by the horns
and this is an indication ofour will-
ingness to move with the trend.

“You are charged with the re-
sponsibility of resuscitating the
monthly and yearly awards to all
the actors in the league, and you
must ensure that we get the best
and we honour them,” he said.

NPL board member and ex-in-
ternational Dr Felix Owolabi heads
the committee, with Mr Isaac
Ibhafidon, the NPL Head of Me-
dia and Publicity as secretary.

Obaseki, who said that the
awards would add value to the
league, disclosed that the awards
were expected to cover all aspects
ofthe football game including the
media.

He listed the awards as Best
Player, Highest Goal scorer, Best
Goalkeeper, Most Disciplined -
Team, Best Referee, Best Support-
ers Club and awards for photogra-
phers and the best in the electronic
and print media. .

“You were carefully selected on
merit and it is my belief that you
will not betray the trust in the dis-
charge of this assignment,” he told
the committee members.

Responding on behalf of the
committee, Owolabi assured that
the members would be guarded by
open-mindedness and transpar-
ency.

“We are aware that only the
best is good for the country, and
we will not fail. We are grateful for
this opportunity and the confi-
dence reposed in us,” he said.

Other members of the commit-
tee are NPL’s Executive Secretary,
Malam Alhassan Yakmut,
Globacom Nigeria Plc official Mr.
Harry Iwuala and NPL’s Head of
Competition Department, Mr.
Tunji Babalola.

Other members of the
commitee are three sports jour-
nalists, Mr. Emeka Nwani of Com-
pass newspaper, Mr. Toyin
Ibitoye of Channels TV and Mr
Colin Udoh of kickoffnigeria.com,
a football website.

the Dy

@ Whoever played against
that Bolivian team would
have suffered the same
fate as us... Every
Bolivian goal was a

dagger in my heart.

b

—Argentina coach, Diego Maradona, commenting on his
side s humiliating 6-0 mauling by Bolivia at La Paz's high-
attitude Hernando Siles stadium.

Bolivians worthy of routing Argentina - Mar

P-55
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Phil Mickelson heads a strong field for this week’s Houston Open at Redstone Golf Club in Texas, United States

In-form Mlckelson starts Masters run in Houston

heads a strong field for

this week’s Houston
Open at Redstone Golf Club,
which has again been set up
to provide similar conditions
to Augusta National for the
U.S. Masters which follows.

The world number two,
fresh from victory at the
WGC-CA Championship in

In-form Phil Mickelson

Cleveland Cavaliers beat
the Detroit Pistons 79-73,
extending their win streak to
13 games.

Delonte West added 12
points for Cleveland who
improved to 36-1 at home
and became just the sixth
team in National Basketball
Association history to win
16 games in one month.

Maldini: M

ilan legend Paolo
Maldini admits the
day he retires will
be one of the saddest of his
career, but he has preferred
to focus on the positives.
The stopper has already
confirmed his farewell to
Calcio following a career
which stretches back to 1978
when he: joined Milan as a
youth player. Having earned
legendary status over the
years, Maldini is ready to
confront his big decision

‘with professionalism and

philosophy.

his previous start, will seek
his third PGA Tour title this
year on a 7,457-yard layout
edged by light rough and
closely cropped chipping
areas.

Twice a champion at Au-
gusta, Mickelson was de-
lighted to claim his first
World Golf Championships
{WGC) crown nine days ago

“That is amazing,” said
James, who was reminded
the Cavs won just 17 in the
season before his arrival.
“Ever smce the All-Star
game we’ve been really,
realli'I focused. That’s an

evable month for any

Cleveland trailed 69-67
midway through the fourth
when James took over,
scoring eight points and
handmg outf an assist in a

as part of his build-up to the
opening major of the season.

“It feels great to have
won because I knew that I
was playing some good golf
heading in,” the 38-year-old

American said. “It feels great

because I’m starting my

Masters run to Augusta’

This is all part of the procéss.
“I enjoy this process ‘of

RlchardHamﬂton scored
13 points and Allen Iverson
or Detroit, who were held
to 35 percent shooting.
Iverson’s layup put
Detroit up 69-67 with 5:24 left
when James made another
superb play that gave the
Cavaliers the lead for good.
“That’s the sign of a
good team,” James said. “No
matter the circumstances, we
continue to win. Whatever
the game is, tight or a

y retlrement will be sad

day for me

“I have always imagined
how my retirement would be
and surely it will be a sad day
for' me,” Maldini told
Itasportpress.it.

“However, I will live it
serenely because Iam leav-
ing a sport which has given
me so much. It hasinade me
laugh and smife and it has
given me plenty of satisfac-
tioris:beth on a professional
andhq,man level.”

\/faldxm is proud ‘thdt ﬁe

has been able to fly the flag
for his club. The defender re-
counts his illustrious past,
believing it will soften the
blow of retirement.

“All the trophies I have
won make me proud as well
as all the things I have been
able to achieve with this
club,” added Maldini.

“Football has been an ex-
perience which has given me
many nice things, but only a
few bad ones. The bad things
can be attributed to some de-
feats, but this is part of foot-
ball, and so I will accept it.”

competing, being in the final
group, being tied for the lead
.. feeling that pressure, feel-
ing that intensity and how
important each shot is
throughout the entire round.
“All of that adds to help-
ing me, or whoever, play bet-
ter in the majors, as well as
being able to come out on
topina World Golf Champi-

shootout or aﬂ offensive
struggle or a defensive
game, we find a way to win.”

With forward Rasheed
Wallace back after missin,
11 games with an injured leﬁ
calf, Detroit had its first full
roster since February 25.
Wallace had nine points and
nine rebounds.

On their previous visit to
Cleveland, the Pistons were
rocked 99-78 but they
started well in this one.

Detroit held the
Cavaliers to just 12 points
in the first quarter and
opening a 39-30 lead
midway through the second
quarter.

Iverson, who has come
off the bench in two games
since returning from injury,
complained about hlS
playing time.

“I can play 18 minutes
with my eyes closed and a
100-pound truck on my
back,” he said. “I’m
wondering what the rush
was to get me back. It’sa bad
time for me mentally. I'm just

trymg to. get throuoh it

onships where we have the
best players in the world
competing,” he told report-
ers.

Left-hander Mickelson,
who worked hard on his
game during the off-season
with swing-coach Butch
Harmon, faces an impressive
list of likely challengers at
Redstone this week.

James powers Cavaliers in win over Pistons

Z eBron James had 25
3 points and 52
ebounds as the

without starting a whole
bunch of nonsense. I’'m
looking at the big picture, if
I vent my frustrations, then
it’s on.

“Being who [ am, fingers
are going to be pointed at

me. People are going to -

make a big deal out of it. I’'m
just trying to laugh as much
as I can and stop from
crying.QQ

Fourteen of the world’s
top 20 players are compet-
ing, including eight of the
top 10.

Spaniard Sergio Garcia
(third), Australian Geoff
Ogilvy (fourth), Irishman
Padraig Harrington (fifth),
Fijian Vijay Singh (sixth),
Swede Robert Karlsson (sev-
enth), Colombian Camilo
Villegas (eighth) and Swede
Henrik Stenson (10th) wnll all
be in action.

Although Singh is still
récovering from the effects
of knee surgery earlier this
year, he has a strong affinity
with this tournament having
won at Woodlands in 2002
and at Redstone in 2004 and
2005.

American  Johnson
Wagner defends the title he
won by a shot last year to
book his place in his first
Masters.

Allen lifts Boston to OT
triumph

ay Allen drained a
three-pointer with 2.1

seconds to play to lift
Bostontoa 111-109 double-
overtime victory over
Charlotte in the National
Basketball Association.

The victory put the
defending NBA champion
Celtics in second place in the
Eastern Conference behind
Cleveland.

Boston moved one game
ahead of Orlando, who fell
99-95 to Toronto.

Paul Pierce led the
Celtics with 32 points. Allen
chlpped in 21 and R.non

Rondo scored 21 points with
nine assists.

Gerald Wallace had 20
ints and 10 rebounds, and
oris Diaw scored 17 points

for the Bobcats, who are
fighting for the last Eastern
Conference playoff spot.

Charlotte fell one game
behind the idle Chicago Bulls
for the last playoff bc,rth in
the East.

In Orlando, Chris Bosh
scored 24 points to lead the
Raptors, who ne€arly
squandered an 11-point lead
but held on to stretch their
wmnmg sm.ak to five games.
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[taly vs]re and: Theref was terrible, but Lippi was worse

n many countries, April

Eools jokes are only valid

until noon. In others
though, including freland,
the jokes last all day. When
German referee Wolfgang
Stark reached for his pocket
after just two minutes to red
card Giampaolo Pazzini foran
unintentional brush to John
O'Shea's face, you would
have been forgiven for think-
‘ing that-this was indeed a
very bad, and unbelievable,
April Fools prank.

But then Pazzini began to
walk off the pitch, he contin-
ued to walk, and then it sunk
in that this was no gag — this
was just a simply horrific ref-
ereeing decision, onge that
conditioned what could
have been a very entertain-
ing World Cup qualifier.

As soon as Vincenzo
Iaquinta gave Italy the lead
on 10 minutes, it was obvi-
ous that the Azzurri were
going to sit with their 10 men
and try to protect their ad-
vantage. The remaining 80
minutes, with the exception
of Robbie Keane’s late
equaliser, and a flurry of
even later Irish openings,
were dreadfully dull and pre-
dictable. I openly confess
that I often had more than
half an eye on Argentina and
Diego Maradona’s stunning
self-destruction at the
hands of Bolivia.

Ireland boss Giovanni
Trapattoni said it best in the
post-match interview, when
he stated: “For the referee to
make a decision like that so
early into the game he has to
be sure. You can tell it really
wasn’t serious.”

Italy coach Marcello
Lippi made no secret of his

Carlo Garganese,
Goal.com

disgust, and openly blamed
Stark for his side’s failure to
win all three points.

"We played 90 minutes

‘with 10 men for an interpre-

tation of violence that was
seen by everyone. These
things shouldn't happen in
international football. It's ab-
solutely wrong,” he roared.

It was absolutely wrong,
but what was also wrong
was Lippi’s own personal
performance on the night:
Granted, it is difficult to play
with one man less for an en-
tire game but, with all due
respect, Ireland are a very

. ordinary side. Their midfield

of Keogh, Whelan, Andrews
and Hunt, minus the ser-
vices of three fine players in
Damien Duff, Aiden
McGeady (both injured) and
Stephen Ireland (self-exiled),
should have been com-
pletely out of their depth.
These were Championship-
standard players up against
World Cup winners like De
Rossi and Pirlo.

Italy should have been
able to control proceedings,
and for much of the first half
they did do that. Pirlo was
comfortably the best player
on the pitch, spraying some
delightful passes around,
and combining superbly
with the marauding Grosso,
both in the build-up to
laquinta’s opener, and on
other occasions. The Milan
star was the only Italian pre-
pared to put his foot on the
ball to ensure Italy had some
territory. But then, Lippi bi-
zarrely substituted him at
half-time for ‘tactical rea-

sons’, introducing the de-
fensive Angelo Palombo.
The middle of the park now
consisted of three holding
midfielders, and for the du-
ration of the second half, the
trio barely passed the half-
way line.

This was an open, and
misguided, invitation for Ire-
land to attack, as Lippi chose
to play a deep defensive line.
Without McGeady and Duff,
Ireland did not have the pace

_or craft to hurt Italy in open

spaces, and indeed their best

chance of equalising was al-
ways going to be via long
balls and crosses pumped
into the box in order to cause
confusion. Eventually this
was how the leveller arrived,
as a route-one Shay Given
goal kick caught out aridicu-
lously deep Italian defence,
and substitute Caleb Folan
re-enacted the famous Niall
Quinn flick-on for Keane. If
the Azzurri had pushed up,
even with 10 men, Ireland
would not have had the abil-
ity to play around, or get in

Lippi chose to play a deep defensive line agamst the

adventurous Irish team.

behind, them.

Lippi’s second substitu-
tion was also Claudio
Ranieri-esque, as he replaced
an attacking wideman,
Simone Pepe, with a left back,
Andrea Dossena. For the
last 35 minutes, Italy were

* playing with five defenders,

three holding midfielders,
and laquinta all by himself
up-front, 10 miles ahead into
the horizon. If each and ev-
ery Italy player had one leg,
the balance in the team
could not have been any
more wobbly. Where
Dossena was supposed to
be playing is a mystery. He
popped up at left midfield,
left-back, and even in the

“trequartista position. Yes,

trequartista!

It is clear that the current
squad is one of the weakest
Italy has had for a very long
time, and a great deal of im-
provement is required if they
are to defend their World
Cup with pride and honour.
However, the pool and team
could be far stronger if only
Lippi would select the right
players. To repeat for the
umpteenth time, there is sim-
ply no attacking creativity.
The team is crying out for an
Antonio Cassano,
Francesco Totti or Sebastian
Giovinco-type' support
striker. Lippi appears to be
going down the Inter road of
trying to grind out victories,
only Italy do not have Zlatan
Ibrahimovic.

Lippi has often reacted to
criticism that he is relying on
old players by citing the
presence of Giuseppe Rossi.
How many minutes did the
Villarreal man play during this
World Cup double-header?

A big fat zero. Like Cassano,
what does the 21-year-old
have to.do for his club?
Simone Pepe can barely
make the Udinese starting
XI; yet Rossi is starring in
the Champions League.
Spanish football expert,
Ewan Macdonald says,
"Rossi may not top the Liga
goalscoring charts, but he is
nonetheless utterly integral
to the success of Villarreal,
in dropping back and linking
up with midfielders. He is
without question one of the
top forwards in a league as

competitive as Spain's;

which leaves one wondering
what more he has to do to
earn Marcelo Lippi's trust.”
It was a bad night all
round for Italy. Referee
Wolfgang Stark deserves to
be vilified for his perfor-
mance and, without Pazzini’s
unjust red card, it is 90 per
cent likely Italy would have
won. But serious questions
must be asked of Lippi. Just
because he is a World Cup
winner does not mean that
he is immune to criticism.
World class players will
eventually lose form as they
get older, this can be the case
for coaches too. Lippi’s
squad and team selection,
his tactical and formation
choices, and most of all his
substitutions; have question
marks printed all over them.
What are your views on
last night’s game? How bad
was the referee’s decision to
send off Pazzini? What do
you make of some of Lippi’s
choices? Is this Italy team
going to struggle at the
World Cup unless changes
are made? Goal.com wants to
know what YOU think.

- Bolivians worthy of routing Argentina - Maradona

rgentina coach Diego

; AMaradona refused to
¢ blame the negative
seffects of competing at alti-
tude after his side were hu-

- miliated 6-1 by Bolivia on
y Wednesday, thus registering
their worst defeat in 60 years.
Bolivia's goals came from

a Joaquin Botero hat-trick
and Marcelo Martins, Alex
Da Rosa and Didi Torrico
whlle Argentina found the
net through Luis Gonzalez at

La Paz's high-altitude
Hernando Siles's stadium.

But the former World Cup
winner, who thus suffered
his first defeat since taking
over as coach last year, re-
fused to explain his faltering
team's performance on play-
ing at 3650 metres above sea
level.

"No, the altitude was not
an issue. We came up again-
st a team that gave very little
away and basically they

were the better team sald
Maradona.

"It seemed to me that,Bo-
livia gave everything/{hey
had, they played well and
showed us good football."
That remark prompted ap-
plause from media represen-
tatives, apparently for Mara-
dona's sense of fair-play.

He added: "Whoever
played against that Bolivian
team would have suffered the
same fate as us. I suffered

with them (players). Every
Bolivian goal was a dagger
in my heart." /

Argentinian keeper Juan
Pablo Carrizo, who had a
memorable night for the
wrong reasons, was first
beaten in the 12th minute by
striker Marcelo Martins, who
plays for Shakhtar Donetsk
in the Ukraine.

However, the Argentin-
ians, twice world champions,
were level in the 25th minute

zSpaln show tough streak in Turkey

: pain’s gritty comeback
B to ‘beat Turkey 2-1
4 away in a World Cup

. qualifier earned them more
respect than all the talk of
; beautiful football, captain
+Iker Casillas said.

# The European champi-
_, ons have been lauded for the

quality of their slick passing
‘game and possession foot-
‘ball, but there was less evi-
,fdence of it in a hostile Istan-
- bul as they were put under
. constant pressure by the
- Euro 2008 semi-finalists.
Semih Senturk gave the
Turks the lead in the first half
 of Wednesday’s match and

it took a 63rd-minute penalty
from Xabi Alonso and a
stoppage-time strike from
Liverpool team mate Albert
Riera to seal Spain’s sixth win
from six in Group Five.

“The three points are im-
portant because they were
won in a difficult stadium
and it’s true some days you
win better than on others,”
Casillas was quoted as say-
ing in sports daily AS on
Thursday.

“People will respect us
more for games like these.”

Spain moved six points
clear of Bosnia, and 10
ahead of thlrd-placed Turkey

with four matches lefi to play,
and have equalled their best
unbeaten run set by coach
Javier Clemente between
1994 and 1998 going 31
ames without defeat. “We
ave proved we have a win-
ning mentality, that we grow
in adverSIty, and when
things aren’t working well
for us we resort to motlva-
tion and ambition to
there,” defender Car os
Marchena said.
Coach: Vicente del

_ Bosque praised the players
for refusmg to settle for a

draw: “It’s a very positive
sign. We are on a winning

roll and we have to make the
most of it.”

Turkey have a steep hill
to climb if they are to make it
to the South Africa finals
next year with their only re-
alistic hope being to over-
haul Bosnia for the playoff
place in the group.

“This could have been a
historic night for Turkish
sport not just Turkish foot-

ball. The team let this slip,”
coach Fatih Terim said.

“Our fixtures are not easy
but the Turkish national
team is capable of beating
anyone, anywhere. Bosnia
have the advantage now, we
have to accept this.”

when Porto's Luis Gonzalez
hit a shot from 30-metres
without much conviction
but an unexpected bounce
meant it went past Bolivia
keeper Carlos Arias and into
the net.

Bolivia went further
ahead in the 34th minute
through hat-trick hero
Botero of Mexican club

Correcammos Mex1co

An inspired and moti-
vated Bolivia went 3-1 ahead
just before the break through
Da Rosa and then Botero
got further goals in the 50th
and 66th minutes. Torrico
scored the sixth and final
goal with three minutes to

0.

Angel Di Maria was sent

offin the 63rd minute to make

a temble night even worse.
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! Gambia are African
! _U-17 champs
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§ t the time of politics meeting is everything, because
i everything gets reduced to a meeting. The political
i
]
|
I

- T
I ambia have won the . = i :
| @ yAfrican under-17 = arty meets, the opposition meets, the Executive
| championship. The Council meets, the National Council of States meets, the

Baby Scorpions beat
| hosts Algeria 3-1 in the
| final yesterday.

! Gambia took the lead |
with a diving header early

| in the first half. '

| Athalf-time the Gambia
had doubled their tally, but

Algeria had claimed a goal

tenders board meets, committees meet, the Kitchen Cabinet
meets and some even meet about the meetings others had.
Generally speaking, a meeting is very useful device—for
| 1 wasting time. But, as experience has taught us, generally
| | nobody is speaking—about the real, impertant issues, that
{ | is. And more often than not, a meeting can be very long and
| | really boring; but it may also be short and quite exciting. Its
| outcome, however, is not dependent on its length or its

1 ot o . »
I:fa(i:(etlltlg-nllgh Al o ton_}{hn:}x]n t?'lill;nphe d at h(;:me 1 excitement or even its boredom.
In the second half in 2005 and the team then A favourable outcome for any meeting largely depends on

| Gambia extended their lead
| and claimed the title 3-1.
| Ebrima Bojang scored’

‘went on to the World Cup i getting a capable chairman, choosing the right venue and
and beat Brazil. : _, the punctuality and positive participation of members. But
Gambia and Algeria, plus | more important than all these in deciding the outcome of a

twice for Gambiaand their beaten  semi-finalists Gesat ; : T
I other goal came from Burkina Faso and Malawi, 5 meetingis having the right agenda—especially if it has seven
Alasana Camara. have all qualified for this ! points. Not a point more, not a point less.

It is the second time year’s global event, to be | I must therefore say that, as a nation, we are indeed very

| they have taken the hosted in Nigeria. | lucky to have such a visionary leadership that can come up
: ful e

- : | with such a beautifully-crafted heptagon of an agenda. But
i Vllla, Everton | while we have such an agenda, we must not fail to note that
i chase Etuhu | the meeting itselfis yet to commence. Wait a minute: there is
. ston Villa and Everton head a queue of Premier | @ very good and valid reason for the delay.
| ~ League clubs interested in acquiring the services I The delay, it is said, is caused by the fact that one must

f Fulham’s Nigerian midfielder Dickson Etuhu.
| The Cottagers are ninth in the Premier League table at |

t, just one point behind a E lification : e
: g}r)e(:)steg » JUSEOne pointbehinds ERmges e e recognize the weaknesses, count the opportunities,

It is claimed that Toffees manager David Moyes and I enumerate the threats, and plan how to deal ruthlessly and
Villa’s boss Martin O’Neill have been impressed with | most decisively with them all; and there is the necessity to
| Etuhu’s performances this season, hailing him as having | allow time for members of the meeting to thoroughly read
| played a key role in helping the west L ondon | and digest all the memoranda on the many issues brought
outfit to a top-half position. Sl b i h it and tothc it §
The 26-year-old signed for J k Fulham | before them; and one as to wait and see whether it is true
| from Sunderland for £1.5 million g | that all those on the action sheet have really failed in their
summer, but it is thought that his assignments, and to await the submission of committee
H ;
has doubled to at least £3m since. reports—all of them; and, when they are finally submitted, to
Fok ly, W
dpp%\r/entt y,H tputl reject them. All this requires time—a lot of it. If one has to
fan - .- » spend three years planning how to execute the job of the
\ ! fourth year, why, it will have been time well-spent.

prepare thoroughly before one goes for a meeting. One must
study the situation carefully, understand the strength,

bla st
svalue

" Athletic |

! United are also
keeping tabs on the

I former Norwich City” S SEVEN-POINTAGENDA
| star. Meanwhile,§ i 1. Opening Christian Prayer
Fulham are preparing: o | 2. Matters Arising:
to improve the terms = S Point Blund
| of his current contract!® F -, [ event-Point Blunder
| in a bid to keep him at =~ : I a, Megawatt Blunder
| Craven Cottage | b Aht'rfCorruptionBlunder
v 3 : . Anti= »
: Howard sparks : e
i Magic past Heat i W i g
| wight Howard scored 22 points and grabbed 18 | .Secunty Blunder :
ebounds to lead the Orlando Magic past Miami i g Rebranding Blunder
| 101-95, spoiling a 42-point performance from NBA
| scoring leader Dwyane Wade in the {)}:ocess. & i 3. Budget 2009
The Magic beat the Heat for the 12th time in their past 4. Burving th iti
: 13 meetings, improving to 55-18 to stay ahead of i 5 ::ym&h:r%i:g?:les;m
defending NBA champion Boston (56-19) for the second .
ng P
| seed in the Eastern Conference playoffs behind NBA 6. Dat.e °fN“t.El°°ﬁ°“
leader Cleveland. : | 7. Closing Muslim Prayer
| Rl&:Shard Iﬁw(vils g added 21 points and The members of the meeting will open the meeting with an
Turkey’s edo

- Turkoglu added 16 points | inverted Opening Christian Prayer, asking God for His help
Malg;cgt:l;l;sa sixthwinina 3 ¢ eak His laws: Thou shall steal and Thou shall covet thy
~ to 39-35, still one : nelghbm:lr’s wife, ‘along w1th.the nation’s resources. Matte_rs

of Philadelphia for | Arising is to consider the series of blunders committed while
the East. | the nation waits for members of the meeting to read the

Heat star center | memoranda of the meeting. The Megawatt Blunder would

Mourning had his | tryto explain why a nation that had almost 4,000 megawatts

for Orlando as the
| rowand 13thin
i Miami fell

: di :
Jh : 1 :‘-ii Ienz 211,?}-)6; ',f, lf,cnn;,% | of electricity ten years ago spent almost $20 billion, only to
| Mourning afour-time All-Star | drop to less than 3,000 megawatts today.
who spent 11 of his 15 NBA On the Anti-Corruption Blunder, the question to ask is:

seasons at Miami, was the first former Heat player whose
number was retired.

I

what is the current position after the botch up of the deserved

2009}

A meeting adjourned

FRrRiDAY

COLUMN
with Adamu Adamu
adamuadamu@dailytrust.com

now being fought? Or is it being bought? Or is it being
sought? Or are they being caught? -

The Electoral Reform Blunder is essentially for damage
control to regain credibility after it has been lost in the
technical rejection of the Electoral Reform Committee’s work.
The president had promised the nation a reform of the electoral
process and then when the time came for him to prove his
sincerity, the nation found him sorely wanting. Ahd now,
what can he do about it? Nothing. With example better than
precepts, the president’s electoral reform is more properly
depicted in the last local government elections than by any
of the nice provisions in the Uwais Report.

The Niger Delta Blunder is Nigeria’s evidence, if any is
required, to show that a nation may have failed, even if things
appear normal: The security and law and order situation have
broken down; but is the solution the creation of a ministry?

The Power Probe Blunder promises to expose, instead of
the corruption of businessmen, the corruption of legislators
and the executive arm of government. The Security Blunder
shows that whether in the Niger Delta or in the Komadugu--
Yobe Delta, what are lost are lives, what are used are guns,
and what is missing is the security of lives and property.
This item of a blunder will consider whether the war against
violent crimes is winnable in the face of corruption and
extreme poverty. It is not.

The Rebranding Blunder will look at the efficacy of running
the government as business, and the country as a product in
a bai'gain that is without buyers; but, even without sales, the
end result is individual profit. The next item of the seven-
point agenda is Budget 2909. It is not read, and it is passed,
as amended, to take care of e all the whims, caprices, greed
and insensitivity of the natic. ~’s lawmakers.

The next item of the seven-point agenda is Burying the
Opposition; and, accordingly, the opposition is buried very
deep, with the enthusiastic support and active cooperation
of all 47.of the 50 opposition parties. The next item on the
agenda is Any Other Business: but there is no other business
except the next item on the seven-point agenda; that is; the
Date of the Next Election. And since this has already been
fixed by tradition and convention. :ie only thing to consider
is how, in the light of the white-papered electoral refo
committee’s report, the great party ~un convincingly win..4

The last item on the seven-point agenda is the Closing:
Muslim Prayer, which, as usual, is about lafiya da zamani_
lafiya—peace and good health for the people, and an
improved law and order situation for the nation. ,

It would be night when the meeting ended. The venue of
the meeting would be dark—unlit, because there was no

1

:

:

{
-

-

|

|

light to light it with; members, though hungry, sick and tired 1§

because of the seven-point blunders and the maliciou.
hooliganism going on, couldn’t get out and set for home
because the atmosphere was tense and they were themselves
frightened for their lives. And because th- roads were stil ’3'
bad and full of potholes, it was too dangercus o drive fast.
because there could be an accident; and it would even be
more dangerous to drive slowly because robbers and sundry
area boys might attack.

At the end, the agenda and the blunder become one an¢
the same thing; and the only thing we really understand *
that: at the time of politics, meetings are everything and thi’
people, in whose name all the meetings are held, are nothing"
Practically nothing! Nobody thinks of them. As they say, «
politician thinks of the next election; a statesman thinks ¢,
the next generation; but a politicaster only thinks ef the nexi:
corruption—and the bigger the better. It is a meeting
adjourned. :
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