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You can depend on
Union Bart

At UNION BANK OF NIGERIA LIMITED. »e arc 
celebrating 70 years of service to the people of our great 
nation. Our co-operation with government over the sears 
for the development of agriculture, commerce and industry has 
established us as willing and able partners in progress.

Growing bigger, we now have over 11.000 
experienced and dutiful staff in over 200 
branches spread around the urban and rural 
areas of the nation. And. assisted by our 
network of international connections and 
our full-fledged branch in London. 
UNION BANK handles a fairly large 
chunk of foreign exchange V
transactions in Nigeria.

Growing stronger, we continue If.
to set the pace with our unique if
Business Advisory Service—the in
first by any Nigerian Bank.
UNION BANK made a record profit of N103m in the 1985/86 
financial year—one of the biggest ever by any Nigerian 
bank: and became the first Nigerian bank to achieve the 
N1 billion mark in its savings account balances.

This is clear proof that more and more people arc 
banking with us—making us bigger, stronger, 
for more dependable service. That's why 
we say you can depend on 
UNION BANK
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It is this, coupled with NIPOST’s deteriorating performance and 
contemplated increase in charges that prompted an examination of the 
two services, their interplay and goverment supervisory role.

An examination of thinking and motives of an Archbishop’s 
utterances. Archbishop Olubunmi Okogie who obviously never visited 
Abuja and if he did, consciously decided to be oblivious of the City’s 
populatiqji was reported to have introduced the vexed issue of 
North-South dichotomy to the otherwise peaceful and brotherly pioneer 
settlers of the new Federal Capital. Is his a case of another twist to Federal 
Character or antagonism to Abuja? Or is it a case of selfish consideration 
that he may not be the Archbishop of Abuja or is it sheer lust for evoking 
ethnic, sectional and possibly religious controversy?

We revisit Abuja and the nation’s polity in relation to Archbishop 
Okogie*s verbal assault.

P & T obviously happy with itself took some air space on Television to 
blow its own trumpet with an advertisements which said, “we are 
winning” — meaning an improvement in its services. But the military 

^administration was unimpressed by the claim hence its decision to create 
out of P & T, NITEL for telecommunications and NIPOST for Postal 
Services. In the mean time, Courier Services were cashing in on 
NIPOST’s apparently unsubstantiated claim. Despite the efficient 
manner in which the Courier Services perform, there looms an inpending 
clash in the roles of the two services.

(QOme years there was an astonishing revelation of what was called 
k_)‘Mail Dumping” by the then Department of Post and Telegraph, 

P&T. Thousands of letters and parcels which never got to their 
destinations were found to have been dumped away by Postmen. In the 
second republic, through the efforts of an “Action Minister” the 
Department was heralded by the media as registering impressive 
successes in its functions.
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•Kaduna International Airport 
Kaduna.

And at:
•Mallam Aminu Kano International

• Airport, Kano. Tel: 600310/31

•No. 11 Ali Akilu Road, 
P. O. Box 8703,
Tel: 242248, 242249, & 215126 
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Head Office: 
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Phone: 625172, 625291 
Kano — Nigeria.

•Old Domestic Terminal, 
Murtala Mohammed International 
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Tel: 934404
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for all there.

SHAME TO NAF

Bello Adamu Sakkwato.

4 smagaaine, August 15th, 1987

LETTERS

Ahmed Usman Audu. 
Kaduna.

Ade John, 
Kaduna.

entitled “THE 
PRIMARY 

at the right 
doubt that our

SARDAUNA & AWO 
(A Tale Of Two Titans) 
Your cover story on Awo and Zik 

the Devilsand Sardauna the Saint was 
a manifestation of the Northern 
hatred for whatever is southern. One 
did not expect otherwise. The 
problem is that as long as the 
educated illiterates of this country fail 
to read and understand simple

Oh, its a pity that hopeless people 
who hold the key to the survival of 
this country and sworn to defend it 
are making money out of us by 
conniving with foreigners who spy on 
our defence intelligence and report 
same to their home Government are 
allowed excesses and even dorminate 
our Air defence system is infact a 
shame to N.A.F.

Allah ya isa.
Your reporter on 

DORNIER/AIEP nearly made tears 
drop from my eyes when I went 
through your publication of 
16—30/6/87. I feel ashamed of been 
a Nigerian. Could you imagine, 
Israelis security personnel shotdown 
its plane when it mistakenly flew over 
its nuclear station but N.A.F. will 
even offer landing facilities to foreign 
planes as well as asked for their 
assistance in maintaining such instal­
lations — shit!

Keep on informing and educating us 
through your investigative write-ups: I 
hope you would check the activities of 
foreigners with their spying gadgets 
both in their offices and houses.

Such offices as their so-called 
information centres spread in many 
pans of the federation.

Ibrahim Muhammed Gumai 
P.M.B 2066.

Gombe

Good Investigative 
Reporting

Dear Editor,
One improvement which one cannot 
help noticing in your magazine is 
jour delving into investigative 
journalism. Your stories on Dornier 
and Primary Education are examples 
of what I mean.

By this achievement, you have 
joined the rank and file of other 
magazines in the country on an equal 
footing. No doubt the sky is your 
limit. Keep on improving.

Tyohcmba lyordyc, | 
Gboko.

You obviously didn't read all of the 
articles under the cover story. If you 
had you would have realized that 

.divergent views were expressed 
regarding all leaders of Nigeria’s 
political past. You will do well to 
follow your own advise and try to read 
and understand simple literature.

It’s all calculated selfish­
ness

Dear Editor,
Please allow me space in your 

popular magazine to state, having 
gone through your cover story titled: 
“The Collapse of Primary School 
Education", that we are seeing all 
these things due to selfishness on the 
pan of our leaders. One finds that 
none of them sends his child to any of 
the public schools; hence the poor 
conditions of the schools. Biit the 
poor man, if he is to listen to the 
“noise” being made on sending 
children to school, couldn’t afford to 
pay the fees of the private schools. He 
has no choice other than the public 
school.

Come to think of it! If the 
governor’s child is given the same 
qualtity of education with the poor 
man's, who will be there tomorrow to 
oppress. bdulrrahim Sulaiman,

Bosso Village, 
Minna

Jakande is a Nupe?
You nearly shocked the daylights 

out of me by that investigation. AH 
the same, it is one of the best things 
that has ever happened to Nigeria’s 
history.

I am sure the Yorubas will not 
accept him as their leader, knowing 

' fully well that he is not a proper 
‘shon-of-the-shoil.’ Will the Nupes 
accept him? I doubt it. He has not 
identified with them all that. Where 
docs he really belong then? A lesson

Hotline Newsr

Hotline Opened My Eyes 
th?? 2 8-T0US and sorrowful pain, 

nr i^Ca an independent and

German thinking colony.
the r- T^cr ,n ,hc Army and or in 

“,l,a" « there selling our 
fo^nd aind Nalional existence.....I
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fchen ‘he "Hi finaily

The Collapse Of 
Primary Education

D’ar editor.
Your write up < 

COLLAPSE OF 
EDUCATION" came 
time There is no____—
primary school system needs total 
overhauling.

Most especially, when we consider 
the fact that basic primary education 
is necessary for any other further 
schooling. Gone are the days when we 
had people who only attended 
primary schools, and were able to rise 
to higher status with only a little 
training. Time have now changed!

The only way out is this: There 
should be no longer any privately 
owned primary schoolsrso that all 
efforts should be geared towards 
receiving the present ones.

Finally, I say cheers to Hotline. We 
hope you will continue to be blunt as 
you are know n to be We arc behind 
you.

literature, nobody will venture to 
write the complete and accurate 
history of this nation else he or she be 
castigated as in the case of Obasanjo 
in his “Nzeogwu.” Therefore, people 
like you will continue to write to 
phase yourselves. MaryEnang.

Kaduna.
EDITOR’S NOTE
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Publisher’s Corner

tny’
I knew even then that hi* 

I was not as yet jaded by the i

________ __

Sani Kontapffa
Magajin Rafi.________ ,

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 1987

/\\ n acquaintance, burdened me with a story a few weeks ago. I have not quite been the same since hearing it. He 
swears the talc is true. I will share it with you, hoping that the story itself is apocryphal.

The fellow, let us call him human, is an age mate of mine. We entered primary school together over thirty-odd years 
ago at a time when young Nigeria had risen from an extended colonial crawl to stand, if not steadily, on two feet; to take 
definite, if faltering, steps toward independent nationhood.lt was a time when shillings and pence in hand made, most 
Nigerians feel ‘rich as Croesus”; when a penny could buy a young boy anything his heart desired. It was a time when 
Nigeria was a land full of bright promises.

I knew Usman, then, as well as any man knows his mate. We would share our dreams he and I, about what we hoped 
to be, when we .left school, and came of age. 1 can remember, as if it were yesterday the gleam that came into his large 
dark eyes, like deep black lakes reflecting the sun, when he spoke of the many wives he hoped to have, and sons to help 
hint farm, and beautiful daughters to make him comfortable in his old age. 1 knew even then that his family was one of 
less than comfortable means, but I hoped fervently for him, and for myself. 1 was not as yet jaded by the realities of class, 
the cycle of poverty, and drcams that don’t come true. As far as I was concerned, his hopes and wishes were as likely to 
be realized as my own — more likely, infact, since two wished for them instead of one.

Usman left primary school after class five. Suddenly fatherless, he had to sacrifice his education to help support his 
rather large family. Being thc.only son of his father to be allowed to go to school, and being uncommonly bright, he tc 
his withdrawal with a detachment that is rare among the young. ‘‘It is the will of God”, he said. I lost track of Usman 
over the years, but heard bits and pieces about him at odd occasions. I heard that he had married and fathered daughters, 
the eldest now about sixteen. That he had left the farm and moved his family to the city where he had supported them 
for years doing odd jobs. His qualifications would only secure for him a government job at level 01 or perhaps 02 and 
these he had spurned, for knowing him, such work and such pay were beneath his dignity. I had also heard that during 
the “oil boom”, he was making out fairly well “being useful”. I heard, too, that duringthe second republic he did fairly 
well in the employ of a few local politicians who needed his "eyes and cars" and sometimes a “small favour or two".

You can imagine my surprise when I learned of his presence at my office a few weeks ago. My secretary sent him away 
several times (saving that I was in an important meeting or that 1 had gone out), but persistent ly he came again and again. 
Finally he persuaded her that he just had to sec me and got her to take his name and put it on an appointment form. 
There was no message. When I read the name, 1 recognized it immediately, and told her to by all means send him in. I 
was speechless when I saw him. His condition so wretched, his clothes so threadbare, even though I could sec that he 
had made an attempt to “dress up” before seeing me, and gone was the gleam in his dark eyes. 1 hey seemed vacant orbs, 
devoid of hope I tried, rather clumsily, to make small talk, to find out how he was, where he was living, how was his 
family. He answered rituahstically and then, abruptly came to the point of his visit. He needed money. Well, even the 
blind could see this Bui what he told me chilled me to the core. He said; T came to bee you because we were mates, so 
long ago. I didn’t come before because .ny pride would not allow it. I couldn’t lei juu sec me in this condition. But 
yesterday, I awoke in my room early in the morning knowing that 1 had no immediate prospects for work or money, since 
I had borrowed frequentlv from friends and there was nothing more to be gotten from that quarter. I had been doing day 
labour on several farms with several work crews to make enough to keep tnc family in food. But work is scarce now, the 
pay even smaller, and yesterday I awoke knowing that there was nothing to cat. I left the house without waking anyone, 
hoping to come back with something for food. For a week there has been no meat. I couldn’t get anything, not even a 
promise. When I returned to the compound late in the evening, I smelled food — good tuwo meat. 1 went without 
greeting my family to my room to think about how this could happen. Soon my wife came in with a large bowl of tuwo 
with fresh okro soup which had in several large pieces of meat. She said that she and the children had already eaten, so 
I could finish it: I asked where the food had come from since I had left no money. She only said that Binta, my eldest 
daughter, 16, who had dropped out of secondary school because I couldn’t pay for biter schooling, had brought home 
enough food for a week”. He began to weep. Finally, when he had recovered from that spate of tears, he looked up, his 
face streaked, and spoke the words I don’t think I can soon forget. He said, “Alhaji Hassan, I could not bring myself 
to ask my daughter from where or how she had gotten the money!"
j of course, gave him enough to last for some time. He thanked me, and said he probably wouldn’t be back — that he 
uiuld try to manage on what 1 had given him.

How many other Nigerians nameless, bereft, and forgotten arc managing in this fashion, day after day, their heads 
and hearts full of questions thev dare not ask? Who are without hope on this dawning of a new socio-political order?

nationhood.lt


ictice in an

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 1987

COMMENTARY

jular school 
uif religious

The dailies in their commentaries, most notably the 
“Nigerian Tribune’ seem to have concluded that the 
thorny issue of school uniforms is a surface indicator of a 
deeper strain of religious intolerance and divisiveness. We 
are inclined to agree. We do not agree, however, that “the 
school must have only one set of uniforms!’ Nor do we 
agree with the assertion that "...allowing two sets of 
uniforms is another way of saying that the school is two". 
Such is typical of the kind of superficial short-sighted 
analysis that informs far too many judgements made and 
decisions taken on behalf of the Nigerian people.

Let us address for a moment the issue of school 
uniforms generally. From what can be gathered, school 
uniforms are jet another vestigal remnant of our colonial 
past, unchallenged in the light of modern educational 
thought, and in the changing climate of thought of present day 
Nigerians. The school uniform has been used as a device to 
some instances define the social class of the wearer 
distinguishing those who go to school and those who do 
not — and in other instances to "level” the class 
differences among the wearers eg. to make them appear 
the same. It has also been used as a means of 
identification, to identify the school in which the student 
attends. Concommitantly, the student identifies himself 
or herself through wearing the uniform with the school, its 

l traditions, and standards. There is nothing on the surface 
wrong with these purposes. Indeed with our inefficient 
system of school attendance accounting in most schools it 
is often necessary to identify truant students as students

Modern (and enlightened) educational practice in an 
attempt to develop the “whole" student', seeks to identify 
and understand individual differences and cultural 
differences as a take off point to enhance the 
individualization of the student and speed his integration 
into culturally diverse though holistic society. Exposure to 
and understanding our differences allows us to be more 
tolerant toward each other.

yX/ e read with interest in several of our national 
V V daflus the accounts and comments on the recent 

and unfortunate disturbances at Queen Amina College, 
Kakuri, Kaduna. Students at this all girl secondary school 
fought each other, damaged school property, even 
assaulted the principal, Mrs. J. Janna, in a purportedly 
religious clash between Christians and muslim students 
over the type of school uniforms all students would be 
required to wear. Some members of the muslim 
community at the school objected to the reguk 
uniform claiming that the dress violated their 
injunctions against immodesty. The ministry of 
Education intervened, and after putting the matter to the 
school’s parent-teacher association, approved “two sets of 
uniforms, one consisting of a long sleeved blouse and 
trousers (baggy pantaloons) to satisfy the need for 
modesty, and the other, the one piece, over the knee length 
dress with short sleeves that traditionally has been the 
school’s uniform for quite a few years. Some members of 
the school’s Christian community objected saying that 
“the college had used the old uniform for loo long and 
that changing it would be unreasonable”. The result was 
student disturbances of such serious proportions (several 
students injured, property damaged eta) that the school 
had to be closed. At the time of going to press the school 
was still closed.

We do, however, agree that their implementation of the 
decision was poorly handled. Queen Amina College is a 
public secondary school and as such must oblige t he social 
and educational needs of Kaduna’s disparate ‘publics’. 
Policies and practices cannot be allowed to affect or 
appear to favour one or more groups over others. This can 
be avoided by increased consultation and dialogue, open 
two way channels of communication with parents, 
students, teachers and administrators on site and at the 
ministry on this and any other potential problems which 
undoubtedly arc yet to surface at this troubled school. 
Finally, we cannot ignore or excuse the actions of some 

I students, parents, and school officials who on their own oi 
acting as agents of external elements of divisiveness, 

| Christian, muslim, or otherwise exacerbated a 
relatively minor problem to one of serious dimensions. We 
hope that the investigation currcntly going on will root out 
the instigators and the guilty justly punished. Further, we 
hope that the school year will be extended to enable the 
innocent students who have lost valuable student teacher 
contact time as a result of the school closure, to receive the 
instruction denied to them when the school re-opens.

Unlike the "Tribune", \vc do not find much fault in the 
decision taken by the Ministry of Education to provide 
options in the matter of school uniforms, except that they 
should have researched the matter much more thoroughly 
and based their decision on sound educational reasons 
rather than appearing to react in a precipitous, 
cnses-management fashion.

and the schools to which they' belong. The issue of 
“leveling” social class differences among students by 
wearing uniforms is a moot one since students themselves 
are made immediately aware of their class distinctions in 
their comparative behaviour and friendship groupings, as 
well as practices in the school itself such as grading, and 
class rank which entrench rather than eliminate class 
distinctions. What is wrong is that the practice and 
tradition of wearing uniforms in Nigeria trom places 
whose cultural values were markedly more homogeneous 
(especially with regard to religion) than Nigeria, who in 
some instances had a specific religious agenda to promote 
and who in all cases wanted to alienate the African from 
other Africans. Like many imposed educational practices, 
this one is yet to be evaluated, adapted or changed as befits 
the changing demands of the modern Nigerian public
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The youth are addicted to drugs, 

sex and break-dancing. They get 
blamed, and the lack of jobs, the 
meaninglessness of their lives, the bad 
examples from their elders - the very 
conditions that made them what they 
arc-all of these are conveniently 
ignored. The victims arc blamed.

And even the language of the 
system is surrealistic. It preaches 
morality, hardwork and probity, yet 
rewards fraud, theft, parasitism 
sycophancy and crass immorality. In 

a depression, the government 
deflates. While people have no 
money, it “mops up excess liquidity”.

I It talks of development but mostly 
' fattens up some people’s bank 

accounts, “Father Christmas” style.
It forces people off the farm, gives 

the land to some big shots and then 
tells those rendered unemployed to 
employ themselves by “going back to 
the land”.

Sure, the Ronald Reagans, the 
Conablcs, the Kalu Kalu’s applaud 
our “great strides!’ but we feel only 
despair and face a bleak future

We have watched patiently as each 
new project or programme 
detetriorates into a scandal. 
Agricultural Development turns to 
Rural Development and then to 
Obasanjo’s Operation Feed the 
Nation! Then comes Integrated Rural 
Development and Shagari’s “Green 
Revolution” and now to "Food, 
Roads and Rural Infrastructures!’ We 
have watched and waited, patiently, 
stoically, for concrete results. We 
patiently lived through coups and 
counter-coups, a loused-up currency 
exchange exercise, one "launching” 
after another, and the new dawn is yet I

verytime a Governor, a Minister 
-■-J or even the President visits a 
place, the media never fails to report 
that he was "impressed by what he 
saw!’ “commended the officials for a 
job well done" and other such 
positive acknowledgements.

Nigeria, apparently, is a great 
success story. Every thing is going on 
fine. No problem.

The only exception is when a coup 
is staged — then we are subjected to a 
litany of complaints, justifications 
for the take-over, and promises for 
reforms.

In between we arc all supposed to 
keep quiet while our leaders “take 
care of business!’ Meanwhile, the 
educational system collapses, the 
health service is crumbling, no jobs, 
no money, no future.

We arc all to blame, they say. The 
government is not Father Christmas" 
and Nigerians should not expect 
everything to be done for them. 
Everyone must sacrifice in these hard 
times.

If school children go on a rampage, 
they arc to blame, or better still, set up 
a probe to find the “ring leaders” 
Forget the fact that they have no 
books, no cquipr ent, no food poor 
facilities, few competent and 
dedicated teachers. These arc 
unimportant.

Nigerians drive like lunatics on the 
highways? Set up highway patrol 
units and mobile courts to fine them 
on the spot. Ignore the fact that the 
public transport system has broken 
down, postal and telephone services 
have been sabotaged (thus forcing 
people to be on the road just to 
transact business that could have 
been handled by a lettci or a phone
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Meanwhile, and frankl 
each new project is now 
some suspicion and trepid

To those who insist on 
more accurate picture ot 
going on, the state has two s,a 
responses. It cither ignores them 
hope the problems they Portr!j 
go away or it clamps down Qn ,,, 
Smash the mirror - if you _ n'>
what it reflects. U, 
mirror, just like the 
blame If h is not 
Radicals" it is • 
journalists" that are I 
the pimples arc on 
smashing the mirror will 
them.

So, Mr. President v 
impatient, we undoubtc 
most patient people on 

complain, yes. But we have, 
allowed every government to _..oW 
w’nat it is capable of doing, with only 
one exception, — our betrayal of Mur- 
tala and his subsequent assasination.

Right now, we are simply fed up. 
Those in power should appreciate 

this, listen to the people (not to the 
sychophants), involve everyone in the 
task ahead and not continue to blame 
us, the victims of twenty-seven years 
of pseudo-independence, misgovern­
ment, failures and betrayals. Let us 
face our problems squarely rather 
than blaming the victims or smashing 
the mirror!
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Courier Barons«Nipost
SACRIFICING A POSTAL SYSTEM

By Sanusi Abubakar.

We have all heard jokes about 
letters that took month, even years, to 
arrive at their destinations, including 
some whose senders live just a 
couple of miles from the letter’s 
destination. NIPOST - like NEPA, 
Nigeria Airways and N1TEL — is 
often seen as just another inefficient 
public corporation, costing the tax 
payers millions and yet not providing 
the much needed services.

It is for this reason that Nigerians 
heartily welcome recent efforts to 
re-organise and revitalize the 
services of the corporation. Letters, 
after all, are our cheapest means of 
communicating. The phones do not 
work (thanks to I.TT and Abiola) or 
are “out of order” most of the time , 
if one can get a set installed at all. 
Public transport is virtually 
non-existent and the few vehicles still 
on the road are fast breaking down. If 
a twenty kobo stamp can do the job, 
why waste time to go by yourself?

Certain Nigerians, how ever, mostly 
directors and shareholders of courier 
firms, seem cent on ensuring that the 
services of NIPOST remain as

Post Office or dead letter office? 

inefficient as before.
At stake is the vast fortune these 

courier firms are making. There are 
nine of them operating in the country 
— DHL. I.MNL, AIRBORNE 
EXPRESS, WORLD COURIER 
FERNWAY, IAS, T.H.T. SKYPACK,’ 
SPRING COURIER and CROWN 
COURIER. Together thev made a 
combinedprofit of N107 million last 
year.

They promise quick delivery of 
documents and parcels — overnight 
within the country — and charge 
from N10 to MS per half a kilogram. 
On a single bag of mail they make as 
much as N2.000.00. Yet they pay 
Nigeria Airways (since none of them 
has any aircraft) only N10 per bag!!

Why the huge margin? Heavy 
overheads? Quite the contrary. A 
survey of the offices of such firms in 
Kaduna, Zaria, Kano and Lagos 
reveals that besides the rent they pay 
and a few delivery vehicles, furniture 
and stationer)’, thev- have very little 
overhead costs.

Their wage bills are among the 
I lowest in the country. A major branch

would have a Sales Executive (o 
N4,800.00 per annum), a Static 
Supervisor (on N3,000.00 per annum, 
a ReceptionistClerk (on N2.400.00pe 
annum) and one or two Despatc. 
Riders and/or one Forwarder (oi 
N2.400.00 per annum). That’s all.

The Managing Director ot GA! 
Air for example, decided that hi 
company was going to charge thes< 
courier firms N100.00 per bag, anc 
promptly got his airline black-Iistec 
by the courier barons. Thev continue 
to utilise the heavily subsidizec 
services of Nigeria Airways-payinf 
only N10.00 a bag, pocketing about 
Nl,999.00 on each bag.

NIPOST started its’ own project in 
conjunction with Nigeria Airways 
and Express Airways. And despite 
significant successes some highly 
placed government functionaries, not 
unconnected probably with these 
courier interests, seem to be trying to 
frustrate it, particularly by making 
sure that money is not released to 
NIPOST to enable it pay to its carriers.

But who exactly are the courier 
barons? DHL boasts a secretary to

Hotline Newsmagazine August 15th, 19
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carrying ordinary letters, limiting 
•them to documents, parcels and spare 
parts.

NIPOST itself has been 
reconstituted into a coloration with 
its own Board of Management which 
includes representatives of the Armed

Government and a former Inspector 
General'of Police among its directors 

. Others have several retired (and 
serving) top government 
functionaries and military 
personnel-including, it is rumoured, 
two aide de camps (ADCs) to certain 
big shots, and a leading, Lagos-based 
constitutional lawyer.

The courier services have virtually 
become mail carriers, contrary tothe 
laws of this country. Only NIPOS 
is allowed by law to carry letters but 
those responsible have failed to 
enforce these; regulations.

Until now, that is. if
DECREE No. 18 TO THE RFSCIJ

The recently promulgated De , 
No. 18 of 1987 has reaffirmed 
NIPOST’s virtual abs^c monopoy 
jver the carriage of mail wit i 
:ountryand for overseas dcl’vcry.

It also makes provisions 
ontrol of these courier serv . 
laking them simply supple"1001 
> NIPOST. „ a
Britain had, in 1983 P ■ ns 

milar law controlling the opera. 
f courier services, ending • 
ty had earlier posed <o the ou

S'—*'
•vices a free hand. .,u;rh was 
The new Decree in the

Forces, the minstries of Finan< 
Aviation, Internal Affair 
Justice, as well as two nopiinee 
President, who are to look af 
interest of the general public.

I As the nation’s major mail < 
NIPOST now has to prove 
improve) itself despite serious 
These include: incompetent 
indifferent staff, inefi 
management, mundane practici 
outmoded infrastructure, corru 
and of course, the vested inten 
'the courier barons.

A herculean task? Maybe not 
courier services are not that effii 
Sometime last month, it took a 
five days to get to me from Kai 
Zaria — because it had to gc 
Lagos! Also valuables 
documents are not very safe — n 
have lost quite alot that way. It is 
enough for the courier service 
plead that one should not have 
these by courier in the first plac< 
they should check and refuse 
accept what they are likely to re 
responsibility for.

NIPOST can do it, if 
managed, reorganised and .
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NIPOST, NITEL
Charges To Go Up?

goes,

EX-POLITICIANS WARNED
RESPECT THE BAN ON POLITICS NE%

The same is said to ap . 
telephone charges. Foreign buv lQ 
contacts and investors are fo ss 
asking their Nigerian Pan nd of 
phone them from here as our to 
are cheaper, which leads to 
using the satelite more often t* 

paying’

fond
~-ters 
lrcharg<; ■___ I 

other countries and payi the ■ 
satelite charges. ■

Both NIPOST and nIt s
however, people have argUecJ 1
distinction between inter * I
external charges. ^1 ■

While external rates 1
JshXhe5e people I

same. What is required, I
experts, is

communicattons.

From all indications, telephones and 
letters charges are to go up, especially 
•or external services.

Indeed, that they have not done so 
already is an indication that even the 
suppliers of these services, NIPOST, 
and NITEL, are aware that their 
inadequacies arc intolerable enough. 
Letters arrive very late, if ever and the 
phones arc mostly of the time “out of 
orderi’

But SFEM must take its’ toll.
Before the drastic, defacto 

devaluation via SFEM, Nigerian 
Postal charges were at par with the 
UK and the USA. An ordinary inland 
letter cost 18 pence in the UK and 22 
cents in the USA. Our rate was 20 
kobo. With the floating devaluation 
these rates arc now equivalent to 88 
kobo (US) and N1.26-CUK).

It may be argued that these letters 
are mailed and received within 

. Nigeria - which is true for most of

them. However, a significant amount 
of mail is for external delivery. And at 
the end of the day, when the Universal 
Postal Union gets to calculate how 
much Nigeria is to pay, it deducts the 
value of the external mail sent to 
Nigeria compared to Nigeria mail 
that gets abroad from here. The 
balance is paid to us (or paid by us) in 
foreign exchange. For example, if 
Nigeria sent mail worth 5 million 
dollars to other countries and 
received 3 million dollars worth of 
mail from others abroad, we pay the 
balance of 2 million US dollars in 
foreign exchange.

Raising our charges and/or 
improving our services (and getting 
more people to write or send 
messages and parcels to' Nigeria) 
would actually, so the arguement

raise our foreign exchange 
earning. It will also discourage 
residents of Nigeria from sending 
unnecessary letters, parcels and 
messages abroad.

“Take it easy O.G! We just dey discuss
Kline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 1987 \
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Kaduna Post Office
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By its vcy nature. a letter. packet, 
a single object

-•»-c—\ individual zzzecdm. Tta 
single object is sememung test is sect 
from one person cr entity to T''Tj 
person cr entity who may be '.&2& 
anvwhere in the world. I hose objects 
come in all manner of shapes and 
sizes (governed, of course. ft 
ryr-''or restrictions on wdg® 
cr dimension as prescribed by post" 
laws). The principal problem faced b) 
the postal service is bow to co*®/ 
these intSviduai objects into bw 
items which can be handled mot* 
economically and efficienily-niakinl 

that such objects become

I’M GOING TO SIT RIGHT DOWN AND 
WRITE MYSELF A LETTER

—•=? of 5-~ part 
etoeriahy if the pemri -u treat a 

Wha:I reammri as a rerulio! 
my cursory im estlgauozs is dhj 
postal systems dm are 
non-aurcma^ed. eery pein: in the 

• progross of a lemon packet. or pazd, 
is so bedeviled oy human 
cupidhy. cr negligence that it » 
r—-sender that - e rocer.e any oaJ

\ » T3T T TTiTT p-~~y|T!;‘ ~<*

* ’ TTOTt -3-rry-mj- rr Pre ra-m

m-rpr ~.:.u me pernzna.
azer' Tie cemtrua emer mnnegs 
CWS* nT-.-n-— CJZI ICC. daZC, 
rrn-r iim-i'ir x e^T? crir. ’hOV" OC 
f-eum cc csez. tom tnar sate, 
vsaeszenz tai pmnua. "azadjee 
Eniiiireirj jmtj <mc m-nzare. 
Etrnm am rnnmEou hrs nf 
yzaan- kziz izr me rmzuem. me 
aza zszy brinr nemaEr: of jm-e. 
puanr or po^nmn hearmreaL 
airup. am nr-imatma or traeZy 
cn, s. car irar minomr and 
sander: is me easy, rmesmm met 
wmr mioz as far e^zt ar whose 
Lrigeriar zccjtncxi zzvt rmwz mm 
nrn mne. News, good or ban w±h a 
pe-soaa.’ tom± is 21 meptsar- m 
gnr^e? hemp as am ’* zhom n 
snSer z smn&i mp’m-ma. pohmied by 
norioxs n3D^utnemh±y, unable to 
bresnie m and ieepry tna: whr± 
nourmbs our primai imerem. me s£f

The bam need m human someties 
for wrinet e?.nhange has been me: 
^memamzLy in laricus waj-s in.

‘ mnemm socienen Tne n-s-xms whkh 1 
hzv» nebed, however, are 
remarizb?- unanimous in their

! primary bbiecme - to make it 
pomirle and pramioabie for a person 
to send or reorhe a letter ^ckeu or 
pame to or from ary addressee, in his 
own noumry or abroad, wzh the 
©pemadon such w3 be mnr.eyed
according to dear and estabmned 
criterion for speed regular fmeueney,. 
and security.

I had interesring experience with 
the Nigerian Posal Sendee a few­
years back -1 recehed three leners on 
the same dajt (Now this may not seem 
to unusual unless you - ere aware of 
hpw infseqzecily I write personal 
coirtspczdenoe. Then, you might be 
serprfsed if I rfcer.-ed ztry lexers at

Of course, J was cyrricr.^i (Yes, 
. f like to get letters r.-en if I don’t often 
• irire them). One letter was from, a
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spares, 
judgets 

inavailability of

again by the time it 
i. This is done 
ieccs of mail, .w.iwynig it to a central “sorting facility” where all items that are going 

t<2 the same place or in the same 
direction are put together. Here is 
where initial problems begin.

Letters, parcels or packets 
incompletely or illegibly addressed 
(or read wrongly by scmi-Iiteratc mail 
handlers) may be left unprocessed, 
returned to sender or placed with the 
wrong mail. If less than -the 
amount of postage has beenj 
piece of mail, the forwarding ____ w
again breaks down resulting in the 
mail being returned to the sender or 
put aside and forgotten. Packages 
improperly sealed and/or 
arouse the curiosity of less 
scrupulous mail handlers may 
opened, pilfered, or thrown away 
cover up illegal tampc 
Supervisory procedures are ofter 
very effective, especially 
non-automated operations, 
checking these misdoings, And 
too often, the supervisors themsci^ 
collude with malpractitioners for 
mutual ill-gotten gain.

The next stage in the forwarding 
process is to transport the sorted mail 
to different destinations, where it will 
be more precisely sorted and 
combined again with other mail I

Intermediate sorting 'faciliti 
plagued with same lapses of ? 
negligence or indifference 
hampered the sorting process 
initial stages.

The third stage is the arrival 
mail to the sorting office of th 
destination. Here, ideally, is 
bulk mail recovers its indi 
identity, is sorted and despatc 
post office boxes, private mail t 
delivered on a housc-to-hoi 
office-to-office eta, basis. In N 
again, the lack of ad 
transportation, manpower, a 
chaotic state of house and! 
numbering render house-tc 
delivery impractical. Most NL 
receive their private mail 
office boxes, at their pl* 
employment, or in care of fries 
relatives who have P.O.boxes, « 
at institutions or work plac= 
regular mail delivery service.

The adage “The mail * 
through" is not an iron-clad n— 
developing countries, 
inclusive. Though efforts to 
the postal services arc const;^ 
have fallen far short of ci« 
satisfaction. Perhaps that 
when people like me get 
however trivial or inconseczr 
they are precious indeed, 
cherished, read and re-re® 
memorized line for line............

I Assorted Letters
going to more specific addresses. In 
developing countries, the ever 
increasing volume of mail is often 
more than the over-stretched supply 
of transportation can handle In 
Nigeria, mail in bulk delivered at the 
airports is often left unattended for 
days until the means can be found to 
transport it to local post offices. 
Vehicle break-downs, lack of s 
and sparse, transportation bi 
contribute to the inavai?z™ 
vehicles to move the mail.

“individual” again bj
----. reaches its destination

SSS»
the same place — 

direction are put t<

I _
, unprocessed,

in -jhc correct

and/or which 
than 

be 
way to 
Jering. 
:n not

!" iIn■nd far 
-•msclvcs I
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TRADITIONAL RULERS IN 
GOVERNMENT!

tcry, the court 
of which the 
trial at the 
Magistrate’s

THE DEFORESTATION
THREAT

public morality might 
issue of adultery, funny 

in Tiv land this lacks ‘locus

that those who wish to take part in 
politics would, however, be retired.

windbreaks.
Indiscriminate exploitation of 

(both ecomonic and non-economic) 
trees without caring for the 
environmental consequences is now 
posing a grave threat to the country. 
As 60 percent of Nigeria’s fuel needs 
arc presently met by burning wood, 
alternative sources such as gas, 
kerosine and electricity should be 
substituted.
WHERE ADULTERY IS NOT 
AN OFFENCE

At this year’s tree planting 
campaign launched at Gemiga in 
Sokoto Local Government, the 
President, Major General Ibrahim 
Babangida called on every Nigerian 
to plant at least 10 trees during the 
current planting season, in order to 
check the incessant ecological 
disaster, pointing out that the most 
important contribution to food 
production was its role in ensuring 
environmental stability and producti­
vity by mitigating the effects of 
climatic fluctuation and conserving 
soil and water resources.

In an interview with airport corres­
pondence before he embarked on a 12 
day tour of Bulgaria and Romania, 
the Defence Minister said, that he, 
was misquoted by a National daily 
which reported him to have said that 
all the military officers holding 
political offices would be retired next 
January to pave way for a smooth 
transition to civil rule.

When the Military Governors take 
their exit next year, what difference 
will it make if a new crop of military 
administrators take over from them in 
the transition programme?

The Ooni of Ifc, Oba Okunade 
Sijuade, Olubuse II, has expressed the 
opinion that it will be very difficult 
for any government in future to rule 
Nigeria without the participation of 
traditional rulers.

He was responding to the Political 
Bureau’s recommendation which 
restricted traditional rulers to their 
domain while speaking to airport 
correspondents at Ikeja on his return 
from a one-month tour of Cuba.

Definitely government should not 
be paying traditional rulers for doing 
nothing. They should be assigned to 
specific duties.

Although 
frown at the 
enough 
standi’.
SHAGARI LOSES 
KIDS IN CRASH

The Federal Appeal Court in Jos 
has upheld the ruling of a lower court 
that adultery could not be said to be 
an offence under the Tiv native law 
and customs.

Delivering judgement in an appeal 
filed by a Gboko businessman, Mr. 
Dcnen Tofi against the Permanent 
Secretary of the Benue State Ministry 
of Land and Survey, Mr. Ushe Uba in 
a case of alleged adultc 
held that the offence i 
accused was facing 
Katsina-Allah Chief
Court was no offence to the Tiv 
Native Law-and Customs.

iud rzu), both 
College of Arts 

. Muktar, (20) of the 
>ol of Arts and Science

1
Col. Onoja

And in Plateau State, the State 
governor, Colonel Lawrence Onoja at 
this year’s tree planting campaign 
week at Hoss Village in Barkin Ladi 
Local Government Area directed that 
henceforth, all form one students in 
the state should plant and maintain a 
tree for the duration of their stay in 
their various institutions.

In Kano State, the afforestation 
committee set up by the State 
government to advise it on how to 
ward off desert encroachment on 
farmlands has recommended that 
farmers should be encouraged to 
plant trees that have economic value 
c.g. Foods eta so that they will not 
have the urge to cut them down for 
fuel.. It also recommended that 
Federal and States Ministry of Works 
should henceforth plant trees along 
newly constructed roads to serve as
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Former President Shehu Shagari 
has lost four of his children in a motor 
accident along Sokoto — Shagari 
road. Those who lost thicr lives were 
Saratu (18), Zainab (20), 
students of Sokoto C 
and Science, 
Federal Schoc 
Sokoto and Saidu (3).

May their souls rest in perfect 
peace.
THE EXIT OF MILITARY 
GOVERNORS

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and Minister of Defence, Major 
General Domkat Bali has said that all 
military governors would be posted 
back to the barracks next year adding
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1 4Ppv and friends of Hotline a 
' Zp- tv 'guidance 
^^his season of Id-El-KaLir.
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The die Is castCREATION OF MORE STATES

By A.M. Mainasara.

Editor's Note:

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 1987

NIGERIA,

e 1976!’ 
argued

However, 
I Report’s 

paper 
. These 

ivc this to

it would 
against groups 
6 t0 be 

sent'19-statecriticised <hecZ!onof^,eo^!es

present tins article which expresses a 
counter view. a

Additionally other areas or 
communities also fielded demands, 
even if not as passionately as the two 
aforementioned but the opinion m 
the bureau was divided between 
support for retaining the existing 19 
— state structure and creating a few 
more states structure ranging from 
two to six. Those who support the 
creation of states were unanimous in 
recommending the creation of two

states:- Katsina state from Kadun 
state and Akwa Ibom from th 
present Cross River State. Oth< 
members who support the creation c 
a few additional states argued that “i 
the interest of comprehensiveness, si 
new .states including Katsina an 
Akwa Ibom should be created. Th 
four additional states are Deltt 
Wawa or Enugu, Kogi and Sarduant

In view of the overwhelming am 
unequivocal support given by th 
majority of members of the Politics 
Bureau — whose views correctl 
mirror the opinion of the generality 
of Nigerians — the government whit 
paper on the Cookey Report acceptei 
the recommendation to creati 
additional states in these words 
Paragraph 267 of the white paper — 
“Government accepts in principle thi 
creation of more states. The existinj 
reports and recommendations on th. 
issue are adequate for any decisioi 
government might wish to take.

Paragraph 268 — Experience has 
shown (hat states are better created 
under military regimes to avoid the 
type of ridiculous politicking we had 

aWSSJ! 
=«»

dwa>^h,,hd£ddta"df''1^'B

™ndcd. creation of additional 
numb J °niy ,SSUC in dispute is th= number — from two to six and 
government ACCEPTS in principle 
the creation of more states bitt ic 
d“n"ot ™ke tts mind on the number 
of states and the timing of their 
creation. The proponents of new-

"The issues has now been shelved 
but apparently not solved? That is the 
crux of the matter. Proponents as well 
as opponents of state creation have 
been left guessing on government’s 
intention on this issue. Hence praise 
singers, ideologues, mischief makers, 
hirelings etc have siezed on the 
President’s pronouncement to 
"rationalise” or "justify” their stand 
on state creation. P-------
examination of the Cookey R< 
recommendations and white 
thereon give a different story 
authoritative documents have____
say on creation of additional states:-

the country. In addition 
right the wrongs ir-- . 
whose interests have tended 
sacrificed within the presc...- 
structure Ihc demand

The bureau notes that t 
for a Katsina State and most
State "has been one 
vociferous-and consistend sm 
Proponents of the two s Ka~ina
an^othw^dun^groupshavc broken 

?^dS“Und^opmentof 

the state.
Like in Kaduna State the most 

consistent demand from Cross (River 
is the break up of the state into wa 
Akwa Ibom State and a Rj 
River State The split of Cross K ve 
State is the oldest and the 
consistent demand in the c . - .075 thepeoplc felt unjustly treated m 1975 
when IriKcie hv .
recommendation was rejected b/ the 
military. They argued that there 
be no adequate peace stab hty_ 
development of the pres 
without this issue being resolved on 
and for all. The bureau notes that 
unlike the situation in 1975, w 
agitation to split the state genera red 
great hostilities among 

ssssrssfe 
1975 is the only guarantee for even 
development and political peace in 
the area.

doubt on the ‘creation of more States 
in Nigeria. The write up on the issue 
at page 11 of the Magazine put it thus 
Z “ThC» -?dcraI Military 
Government” will, at a later stage, 
announce a comprehensive and firm 
decision on the creation of additional 
states, within the transition period, 
"says President I.B. Babangida. He 
emphasised however “that will be 
done in the national interest!’

The report stated, interalia, that a 
preponderant number of citizens, 
however, preferred the creation of a 

' few more states, noting that though 
this would mean additional 
administrative costs in the form of 
new bureaucracies and structures, 
state creation is essentially a political 
exercise. They argued that more states 
would enhance greater stability, 
strengthen the Federal structure and 
remove a major source of tension in
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Alhaji Hassan Sani Kontagora 
Magajin Rafi

Executive Chairman, Hotline Publishing Ca Ltd.

Publishing Co. Ltd. heartily congratulate one of our directors.
iH
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The die is cast
Assembly deliberations under Mr. 
Justice Udoma — He is in league with 
a member of Presidential Advisory 
Committee, Professor Aboyade, who 
against all protocol, publicly opposed 
creation of more states even before 
AER.C made its decision known on 
the matter! No wonder, the President’s 
pronouncement on the matter gives 
room for doubts and speculation. 
The credibility of the present 
administration is at stake if it allows 
individuals in the corridor of power 
to frustrate its noble and patriotic 
intentions. The people are watching. 
Long live the Federal of Nigeria of 21 
or 23 or 25 states. We are waiting to 
hear from Mr. President the exact 
number of states the country will 
have.

Alhaji Halid Jibrin
Assistant General Manager, United Nigerian Textiles, Chairman, Textile Institute, 10 
Northern States Zone. Chairman, Textile Employers Association of Nigeria. Director, 

Nigerian Cotton Company Limited.
On his installation as

CIROMAN FULANI NASSARAWA
10th July, 1987

CREATION OF MORE STATES-
Scares -rhe arehor of this piece the Lagei Ibadan yellow press is 
■rfaW) are rrereti- gramfai to k-'-V-ir?" against President 
Prestder*. .cremre Badamas Babretida's magnanimity to redress 
Eremtire and members of the the injustice. The die is cast as the 
‘ resting to the desires go’.emment has definitely decided to
of mreimrerf Nigerians to be affected [ create additional states during the 
by the re rre coming rare creation transition period — the sooner the 
erermse. the goeroreen: should tetter and certainly before the 
ignore me rentings of few vocal i inauguration of the consitution 
Nigerians — ideologues ctigruntied i drafting committee slated for the 
imeregenreti. ree never do wtiti and ■ third quarter of 1987. That 
tribal chare.retire who see retiring committee should have as one of its 
good in grererree-t detiren which terms of reference tu review the 
does net gf-.e their interest group an constitutions of the Federation of 21 
retire ad-rentage. ibe 1975/76 state cr 23 or 25 States. Unless this is done 
creation rartise fr-rereeti a certain I *his committee or the constituent 
-reshgmre bredtiemnrinatedagauret assembly after it, will countermand 

: others. reti_ting nriremireg .reg A.F.R.Cs firm decision on the 
coe major ethnic group 5 stales creation of states as was the case 

r its compeers 2. No -order during the 1978/79 constituent
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History, Marx wrote, repeats itself national question l,lc ■ 
twice: first as a tragedy, secondly as a 
farce Human beings write and read 
history. But human beings hardly 
learn from history. If human beings 
learn from history, there would have 
been no wars, no riots, no coups, no 
uprisings and even no divorces. 
People would have lived in peace, 
tranquility, abundance and 
contentment. But the irony of life is 
that people know of the past, 
mistakes of the past, but they 
invariably end up repeating the same 
mistakes. It is the tragedy of history 
that though it is recorded, in books, 
human memory, stones and folklore 
and legends, yet it is always repeated. 
Repetition of history is perhaps the 
price of living. Nigeria went through 
several regimes: military and civilian. 
But each regime ends up repeating the 
errors of its predecessors. Nigerians, 
like other human beings are deaf to 
history.

The First Republic was over thrown 
due to regionalism, favouritism, mis­
management, corruption and fratri­
cidal conflicts. The very fabric of the 
nation was threatened. Parties took 
their genesis from ethnic enclaves. 
NPC (North), A.G. (West) and 
NCNC (East) were the most 
dominant and most guilty. National 
leader were actually regional leaders. 
A leader in the North was 
unacceptable to the south and 
vice-versa. The seeds of destruction 
of the First Republic was sown from 
the root of the nationalist movement 
of that era. Awo rode on the back of 
Omo Odudua to lead the A.G., 
Sardauna on the Jain’iyyar Mutanen 
Arewa, and Zik on the Igbo union.

To under-cut tribalism the military 
fought a civil war and kept this 
country one To ensure that no region 
or ethnic group is strong enough to 
attempt a second dismemberment of 
this country, the soldiers fashioned a 
Federal system for us. But Federalism 
could not kill tribalism or regiona­
lism. Admittedly, people now talk of 
states and statism, but deep down 
their primitive attachment to their 
tribes still guide their thinkings. Even 
those who subscribe to radical 

■ tendencies are once in a while caught

'■•obwebs or 
question. ,c Mi.

When the Second o„ be bom. ,here "cdRcPbb|ic 

aaa^’j
j’SS’tsSa? 
Anti-Shan'a grounin.,’ Pro 9. 
culminated into poh,"^ c,c- Th "ti 
again because of lhe ™hPar|'es. a„s? 
tango. The defunct NPM° p°liti d PRP (North), gnppXn (hfe1 
(East) and UPN (We/n °^h)' Npn 
each of these parties h»i’ Of couPp 
cross-national mcmbe^hi^^He £ 
pnvileged being the Np%'h<t mOsif 
caught the fancy of the m <"hiC| 
but they were largely ethn^ n°ri>ies>

Another rccurmm "eri£ ’ 
political chase-board is ,kn’al '» 

sswss:
released they start schemin' ’17 a* 
Perhaps the only regime thSai a8”n. 
come close to nunkL" 1 rcaUy 
politicians, and Succeed"di'"'s the 
PUHingthe fear of God intotEartia>ly 
the Buhan regime. The Buh^”” "’as 
was not a friend of the onia- rcgin>e

With initial pronouncements"5' 
l.fe-ban on some discrShed SUch

First, most of the leadi„

republic gave an insight inl0 w“aun 
expect m the third republic

Secondly, it is now being widelv 
believed that no polincian would be 
expressly barred from politics by this 
government. It would be, to use 

SKKS&* 
fight for what m the political arena- 
ex-politicians of the first and second 
republic.
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frican countries
- an insult to mankind, I have 

long come to the conclusion that we 
deceive people by concealing from 
them for diplomatic reasons how 
urgly African nations art’

These words, quoted by a report 
late fast year, came not from Pretoria 
but Tel Aviv, attributed to Abba 
Eban, the ever influential former 
Israeli Foreign Minister. There is 
nothing contrary in the statement to 
the Israeli official Zionist thinking or 
attitude towards Africans and people 
of African descent or, for that matter,
the Arabs in Israel and the occupied 
areas of Palestine who have become 
the direct victims of Israeli 
Government racist programmes. 
Racism in Israel is officially 
established albeit unproclaimed and 
shrouded in a maze of cover up, thus 
made all the more insidious and 
outrageous.

Details of Israeli racist policies, 
human rights violation and 
long-standing ties with South Africa 
are not unknown to African 
countries, so furiously opposed to 
such practices in the racist enclave. Yet 
one by one these countries are 
re-establishing diplomatic relations 
with Israel, a country that 
probably more than any other 
undercut all efforts directed towards 
demolishing apartheid and itself 
practises a brand of its own.

It was in 1973 that all but two 
African nations — Lesotho and 
Swaziland — broke diplomatic 
relations with Israel following an 
OAU resolution enjoining member 
nations to do so, to send signals to 
Israel which occupied Arab territories 
including one in Africa (Egypt), at 
the aftermath of that year’s

AFRICA — ISRAELI RL

Arab-lsraeliuar.Tha.^u'eit  ̂
somcobserversb^wluchspu 
Israel to openly d«lop » 
and cooperation with South Afnca. 
defence, strategic, nuclear, economy 
trade This Zionist UP^ 
collaboration is very much in 
today; Israel has not returned but in 
fact has taken more and consol’d^ 
its hold on Arab lands; “Zionism 
worse than apartheid”, to borrow 
words of a leader of the Israeli League 
for Human and Civil Rights, et 
Israel is scoring a diplomatic 
breakthrough in Africa.

African tions have in fact had 
not one but several scores to settle 
first with Israel before normalizing 
relations with her, but normalization 
of relations is coming first and fast. It 
started in 1982 when Zaire staged the 
first volte-face and restored 
diplomatic ties with Israel, followed 
recently by five more countries in 
West Africa which have done the 
same. One of these, Liberia, has even 
moved its embassy from Tel-Aviv to 
Jerusalem, which Israel illegally 
declared its “eternal" capital city in 
1980, being the third to do so of all the 
world nations. At the end of his recent 
(mid-June) tour of four of these 
countries (Togo, Ivory-Coast, Liberia 
and Cameroon) Yitzhak Shamir, 
Israeli Prime Minister, announced 
again that some other African 
nations had made “approaches” 
desiring, to restore diplomatic 
relations with Israel. In this 
connection, Central African 
Republic, Gabon and Equatorial 
Guinea were notably mentioned in a 
report. Shamir was also reported to 
have held talks with Kenyan 
authorities on normalizing 
diplomatic relations but Kenya 
quickly denied this.

Pressures, lures, economic and

relations
other interests-"'hat ever it is in favour 
of which these countries have chosen 
to adopt the measure, theirs must be 
seen as a betrayal of the OAU cause in 
the first instance. While they, as well 
as others, have never entertained 
equivocation in abhorring and 
condemning the racist and repressive 
practices in South Africa, by patching 
relations with Israel, they are in effect 
compromising and weakening a 
common stand, seeing evil in these 
practices in South Africa, but 
nothing wrong with the same 
practices in Israel and nothing wrong 
with the duo’s alliance They’ are also 
saying, “the OAU was wrong then 
and we are right now”. If frontline 
Africa, would not budge in opposing 
South Africa and its policies even in 
the face of the latter’s economic 
sabotage, reprisals and real security 
threats, other nations should be able, 
by forgoing mere offers, to stand their 
ground against the diplomatic 
inroads of racist Israel. Failure to do 
so represents, a crooked, selective 
moral courage or total lack of 
courage on their part.

So far the benefit derivable by 
African nations from normalizing 
relations with Israel as announced 
after the Shamir tour of West Africa 
was that such countries would gain 
economically in particularly the field 
of agriculture. This and probably 
some other decoys may explain the 
actions and positions of these nations 
which stand in sharp contrast to those 
of the frontline African states that go 
on opposing racism not 
half-heartedly, through microphone 
rhetorics, but through real sacrifices.

A reminder of the Israeli modus 
operand! in pursuit of its racist 
policies, human rights violations and 
diabolical alliance with Pretoria 
through extensive cooperation and
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rhetorics

country for both pcoj 
I solution is to transfer 

transfer all of them.
village not one tribe should be left.” 
Golda Meir, as Prime Minister, said in 
an interview, “There was no such 
thing as Palestinians (Arabs)....they
did not exist.” Moshe Dayan, as 
Defence Minister, boasted, “.....it is 
true that the Arabs of East Jerusalem 
do not want it annexed, but we arc not 
there because they want it.” David 
Hacohen, as Chairman of the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs Committee

where many of the villaX^ 
slaughtered, 125 houses, a school^ 
a clinic were destroyed, on it 
Qasim where villagers returning fro, 
them farms, unaware of a "cuX 
imposed on their area, were gu"~ 
down one evening, and a score c 
others. c

None of these and simi.a 
measures, according to even Jew f 
writers, was justified. They T, 

S'SESSSssiK-ESS-a
incident (among the first exemS 
measures to eject the Arabs? 'S 
dd On ,hc Jwuh rword1 

masrac’re of bXs* fa

Arab militants among them Ar' 
the Deh°Yas,nn Sbath^Safiya?

leap on me. I screamed, but^t 
i were being

anxious to get our'earingnh'VriMec 
our ears to pull them fasted1 PP

Both Irgun and Stem Gang- 
Zromst terrorist groups to wh?el 
Menachem Begin (a Prime Minister 
and Ariel Sharon (a Cabinc 
Mimsrer) belong, were parties to th? 
P“rope.ral,on- The Arabs die 
their ownTuT'-i^vhai11 UHemte

Palestinians who had lived fa. 
centuries in their homeland.”

collaboration may serve here as a 
Pointer to the futility of those 
nations’ climbing the mountain of 
Israeli sins to behold and decty those 
of South Africa. This is also part of 
the effort to be made to ensure that 
Nigeria, one of the OAU influentials, 
never* contemplates restoring 
diplomatic ties with Israel, what ever 
happens.
This is because Israel and South 
Africa are a duo that cannot be seen 
but in the same light, unless racism 
could be condemned somewhere and 
condoned elsewhere. Further, Zionist 
apartheid alliance in confrontation 
with Africa is a real and spontaneous 
as it is a direct reflection of the duo’s 
ideological affinity.

Israel was given birth to by political 
Zionism and baptized in blood. That 
country has thus never known peace 
since its birth in 1948. This was 
inevitable because basic to the 
doctrine of Zionism (the Jewish 
nationalist movement which sought 
and succeeded in setting up a Jewish 
state in Palestine) are certain 
assumptions which are inherently 
belligerent, racist and separatist. 
Among other things, Zionism asserts 
that Jews and non-Jews are incapable 
of living together and that non-Jcws 
must either be displaced in the Jewish 
territory or separated physically, 
legally and or psychologically. Israeli 
Zionist leaders have pursued this and 
similar premises in both Israel proper 
and the occupied areas, vigorously 
through both words and deeds.
The campaigns of terror organized by 
Israeli Government to empty 
Palestine of the indigent 
which began since 1948 \ 
the Zionist programme.

The intensity of the Zionist mood 
and belief in the racist, separatist 
programme can be seen in the words 
of a select few of the rejectionist, 
Zionist Israeli leaders: Soon after 
Israel cam into being, David Ben 
Gurion, the first Prime Minister, i 
declared, “Israel is the country of the 
Jews and only of Jews”. Joseph Weitz 
as head of Jewish Agency, 
Colonization Department, had 
insisted, “Between ourselves it must 
be clear that there is no room in this
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told a British M.P., “.....they 
(Palestinians) arc not human beings, 
they are not people, they are all 
Arabs!’ All these, and many others, 
were directed to the Arabs who had 
lived in Palestine for very many 
centuries before the “return”of the 
Jews.

Just as there was such a 
of Zionist, rejectionist 
against the Arabs, so also was there 
no shortage of actions to match them. 
Instances of Zionist brutalities . ....... . , aticame
against these people are in fact legion, around the other women
Designed to obliterate the raped too. Some of the rr
demographic component and ethnic -----
entity of the Arabs in Palestine, these 
have been both drastic and systematic 
taking the forms of mass killings, 
physical tortures, jailings, property 
confiscation and destruction, 
ejections, psychological torments and 
the like, all attended by 
government-sanctioned racial 
discrimination.

Zionists started campaigns of 
terror since 1948 to expel the Arabs 
from the area for the exclusive 
ownership of the Jews. Such
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Embassy Rejects .Allega­
tions Against Gorman

Press Release 
Embassy' of the 

Federal Republic of Germany, 
Lagos

| These are all very pretty words, official 
too. However, there have been far too 
many complaints regarding racism at 
the school to be dissuaded by an 
embassy press release. Be renew our 
call for an official full scale 
investigation by the federal 
government to put our minds at rest. 
As we said before, where there is i 

smoke, there is fire.

fulness.
Recently, he got to know through a 

friend (he doesn’t read newspapers) 
[ that if he becomes governor (and he is 

sure he will) he would be placed under 
a military boss. Since then, the 
'surplus’ has not been forthcoming.. 

. On enquiries, he disclosed that things 
might not be all that rosy under a 

‘ stem-looking no-nonsense, naval 
officer as a superior.

Covert politiking is rife, but the 
governors-to-be are not all that 
enamoured of the idea of being' 
bossed and tossed around by a man in 
khaki (white khaki now). Flowing 
babbanrigas and London-tailored 
suits cost more than the khaki and all 
Us adomements.

As far as Dillaliya is concerned, the 
political arena come next year is going 
to be interesting to watch.

The Billionaire
Where royalties kiss the dust, it is 

like hearing that the earth on which 
one walks is dead. Obas, obis and 
emirs are held in such esteem that it is 
considered a taboo to go near their 
women. Their women enjoy almost 
the same reverence as their royal 
husbands.

But that was only until a few weeks 
ago and there is nothing more 
dillaliyaic about it. The wife of a 
prominent oba in Oyo state has been 
snatched by a prominent yoruba 
billionaire. Prominence pass 
prominence - o. Not only that, the 
woman has been put in the family 
way. You also should know that the 
woman in question is now in a 
posh-London flat of the millionaire, 
ohl, billionaire.

Dillaliya has learned that the oba 
has threatened and issued an 
ultimatum to the money-miss-road 
man that he will invoke the powers of 
the gods to undo the friend- 
turned-foe. The billionaire has also 
called the oba’s bluff. It is going to be 
a battle royal, money versus 
traditional-power. A powerful 
mallam and a prophet are said to be 
koranically and biblically 
immunising the billionaire against the 
arrows of the Kabiyesi’s gods.

Aha, oba or no ooa, when you send 
your wife to a man who is richer than 
you, she may never come again — o! 
Dillaliya has bought a juju — proof 
blouse to ward off the deadly arrows 

_that will soon start to fly._________
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SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT MATURES
The South Korean Embassy in a 

rejoinder to an article carried in one 
of the national dailies described their 
government’s capitulation (under 
duress) to worker and student unrest 
in the country as indicative of South^ 
Korea’s political maturity. Wasn’t it, 
Zik who said “only a fool argues with 
a man with a gun?” Perhaps South 
Korea has learned something else from; 
Nigeria’s own octogenarian pundit —' 
like “dining with the devil with a long; 
handled spoon” 

III
No Blanket Ban —Aikhomu

Well, our CGS is at it again. Res­
ponding no doubt to the hue and cry 
over the proposed blanket ban on 
politicians (most probably from the 
politicians themselves) he has raised 
the hopes of many who thought all 
was lost. We hope that this means that 
the innocent and the guilty alike will 
get their day in court, and justice will 
be done God knows how long we’ve 
been waning for a fair accounting 
of the behaviour of all past 
politicians.

While he’s at it, we 
hope the CGS will set the records 

straight on State Creation, Revenue 
Allocation and the Political Edu­
cation of the army it is on these issues 
that we need some straight talking. 
The Anticipated Khaki­

wearing Boss
And the CGS said “Civilian 

governors will report to me". Yes, so 
shall it be since it has been decreed by 
the second calabash himself. It will be 
very interesting to watch the political 
arena then.

Dillaliya has a favourite 
rendezvous along Jos Road, Kaduna, 

I where one well-to-do man frequents 
to wine and womanise Like they say, 
he declares a surplus each time he 
visits; and that is often. These ' 
beneficiaries hail him “governor” ' 
“up leader” and all the trash you can , 
imagine He acknowledges their ‘ 
hailings with the sign of one of the j 
proscribed panics of the second t 
republic in all cheer- ,

Against German 
School

Embassy of the
- -C of ~ 

notice with great 
^legations published’ 
Nigenatr newspapers 
German School and its

The Embassy was

acm2?ilgadOnS have sho"’n lhat this 
“ unfound'd- Most of the aliegat,o« to which the papets refer 

Ud ort™Un|™' or based on di«n>- 
I„ "™n8 yi"lcrP'«cd facts.

haTn^'^‘h'r'isnoand‘h«'

oud number of students. Since 23 
“TnanSprakin« children 

, pi?enl 17 nalions «educa- 
°s«h«, irrespectire of race, 

ihem i °r Crccd' 'n order to enable 
'° oontinue their studies when 

going back to Germany or to anv 
mrtd scho°l a" o™ lh'

evidence that this prior-'- ‘ ■ 
violated. This refers 
headmaster.

The Embassy is determined to 
makesurethat the German School in 
Lagos will continue its work in this 
sprnt of mutual understanding between 
f?I?“i,speakiPS sludenls- parents 
and teachers as has been the case for 
so many years.
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•run corp?— 
■are inefficient 
whether these

and departments they manage (or 
I mismanage) on behalf of the public. 
I This careless attitude which regards 
1 ■1 ■ 7 as "shit” is reinforced

by successive political leaders and 
I heads who never bothered to enquire 
I why profits were not made, why 
I accounts were not audited in the last 5 

or 10 years, or why there was no 
comprel 
marketir_ 
private enterprise operating in the

successes recorded by Muft pdrtnou,' 
super markets and a number at'°dak 
,n manufacturing, shtppln " Of oth £ 
There are cases where we |dtr«dlS?

have Jn8 
______  Seen

gg|
Zdraalfel

nWoet7ab!’le'nhtl,efe,plaCelfthe'' were and departments they manage 
in thpm a 'Yby did ^°vernment invest I mismanage) on behalf of the public 
the dM< ™ Wh° Were resP°nsible for This careless attitude which regards 

become a'Z““"c en,erPnses did not I there w» and s° on? however, public property as "shit" is reinforced
’986 Bud™ tL""1?"1 P°,icY until the studies ™mPreher'sive feasibility by successive political leaders and 
publicentrnnr,;"eBud8etc°ndemned viable" re,com™nded them as heads who never bothered to enquire Covemmen?„n,^ a ^den on profit d° "°‘ make / why profits were not made, why
unprafitabilltvru?hbl/duetow,3aeand I sible for the |Vh° and whal drc rKP°n I accounts were not audited in the last 5 
loXeGnve therefores‘!wtheneed issue °7b'!,,ossefR'”her than face the or 10 years, or why there was 

•srme_.Dr™entofthe burden by I managerial'nmh|f'heSee'’,erprisesasa I “mPrel’ensive and aggressive
■ process (ie offloading the a differs problem, we are being told I marketing strategy That a similar 
■nio the "private- sectori. I slory by successive admims- ’

’ e

A Ithough mentioned by various 
i a- regimes, notably Murtala’s strong 
attack on the lack of efficiency of
Nigeria's civil and public service?, pnva
tisation of public enterprises did n
become a Government policy until tl
1986 Budget. The Budget condpmr.t- 
n,,w‘-----  >avy burden on

"jwasteand
’._.ieed___ government of the burden by a divestment process (ie. offloading the 

investment unto the "private” sector), , 
which will give preference to such 
groups as Pension Funds, Universities.
Local Governments, State Investment
Companies, etc., even though some 
these can hardly be classified 
members of the private sector

In discussing privatisation, 
necessary first of all to conside. 
main reasons behind this policy 
whether or not they present a dilemma 
or even confusion Secondly, we have to y.
seriously examine the consequencies of 
this policy in the ideological context, as y 
well as its being a means of national ‘-i r&s-. 
wealth distribution •; sfe

It has been suggested by many. i.'■>/■*•' 
including Government, that public 
enterprises are not and cannot be ------------- _arne environment can achieve
profitably run; and because of this thqy trations But then, this is understanda- bstantial return on investment to the
have to be sold to the private sector ble because civil servants are not tuneOfi 5% or more, clearly provesthat 
which is seen as more efficient and kpown to be courageous enough to pr0blem is more of a managerial 
therefore capable of erasing, thethih indict themselves For what difference is than anything else. Or shall we
red-line of unprofitability. This problem there between a mismanaged public w insinuate that bureaucrat
of unprofitability has always been corporation and. say, any other rnariagers secure additional rewards 
assumed and, surprisingly, no serious Government ministry or department and above their salaries and 
attempt was even made to get to its They are all run by a bureaucrat who benefjts just as the pn 
roots by Indepth study to find out why would never take responsibility tor enterpreneur does as profits? ti? 
Government-run corporations and decisions, not to mention accepting arpUnlent that private enterorie- ne 
departments are inefficient Theleading liability for the losses in the enterprises ------^#..1 '
question is whether these enterprises

Government
very ?- "
given to it...

Hotline Newsmagazine August 15th. 19R7
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responsible, efficient and profitable is W 
be seen only in a political rather than 
economic vein. If it is a pobticai decision 
taken on the basis of advise given by 
"expert" bureaucrats, then we cannot 
comfortably take for granted the 
competence of these advisers; neither 
can we tale for granted their sincerity of 
purpose It is conceivable that there is a 
plan to shift resources, once more to 
pnvate hands in a particular part of the 
country or even to unscrupulous 
foreigners as we saw happening during 
the hurried conception and 
implementing of the 1972 Enterprises 
Promotion Decree popularly known as 
the “Indigehisation" Decree So the 
issue really is that privatisation may 
have provided the opportunity to 
piDage government resources in favour 
of certain individuals. All these 
Committees, symposia, publicity 
stunts, etc, are nothing but gimmicks. 
They are not aimed to penetrate weD 
enough to enlighten all Nigerians 
adequately and positively; and, there is 
every reason to believe that certain 
groups have more information about 
specific companies than anybody else 
and, again it is likely that negotiations 
have already secretly commenced, 
even if unofficially, between those who 
think they will be charged with the 
responsibility of disposal, and those 
they prefer to sell to having, of course, 
grossly undervalued those enterprises 
We have information that Madara 
Daines in Mom was under valued and 
then sold to Indians!

It is pertinent for Government to be 
very cautious of the advice given to it 
by bureaucrat who have in the pastNPA to be privatised?

SfcsG-or‘-£-’‘-t£rprisestcbepm-aused. .
the third re. obviously. in the 

implementation process. Before dealing 
w;th these issues. let us first of all 
consider what privatisation reaSy 
invohes. It is a creation and upholding 
of a right of “private property" m an 
object formally owned socially or 
publicly, or perhaps not formally owned 
at all The term therefore is intended to 
denote the converse of Socalireticn; 
the pnvatization of nationalised 
industries. or those in which 
Government has substantial (normally 
majority) share-holing in them Put 
bluntly, privatisation is an ideological 
fine-tuning. - a process whereby a |

-s's"- 3 -^s-cal lines is
7-szorereo Tore s what we see 

ptssny _n the United 
•Irngoom >■-ere tne To.-. go. emmem'cf 
• ■ Aret Thatcher re pro. asmg public 
ccrera-^ sxh as Er.treh. Te^rem. 
leylari. Always. Gas and new e.en 
Thames Water. etc As mentioned, 
n-i.recscc' re a means by which 
crererermai economic resources 
hmerto rreo in common can be 
rerrererrec to private hands. thereby’ 
oeoromg socety trom the common 
cwneshm The new cwnere are now 
base: won a fcrm.dasle weapon of 
cn’oro. It re san that Government 
_-ve=O’trent m the various sectors cf the 
economy re m eccess of ?i20 breionl, a 
sursrerreai part of which is to be 
prr.retreed. The deoson to privatise 
/reread of c-.’emauiing the 
management and restructunng of



/ , -- —\

LEST WE FORGET

Hotline Newsmagazine August 15th, 1987 27

ECONOMY

/ that 
lat is

igenes
State

jovemment 
a patriotic 
'iis mr““‘

is a 
and

Bashir Tofa is a Kano based 
poi'ititian'inthe.'Second Republ'i^"'

“I don’t believe that I’m indispensable to the North and its people 
or that my death would throw the North into chaos. There are many 
in the North who, at a pinch, could step into my shoes. In the 
Northern House of Assembly recently, I made mention of Alhaji 
Makaman Bida of the Finance Ministry and referred to him as my 
successor No, North has an abundance of men who could take over 
its political leadership from me. In any case, there is nothing 
mvsterious in leading a people. The only qualities that a would-be 
leader of a people need are hard work, credible integrity, 
selflessness, honesty, firmness of purpose wisdom, accessibility 
and fear of God. As I have already said, the North has the 
abundance of men with such qualities”.

This information will have to be 
widely published and publicised in all 
the media and in such a way 
everyone will understand whe 
happening. Then, 
(b) Advise all State Governments to 

form Committees composed of 
enlightened private individuals, a 
representative of the State Chamber 
of Commerce (must be an indigene) 
and officials from the State Mini 
stries of TYade and Industry to 
thoroughly discuss this privatisa­
tion Exercise Their views and 
recommendations should then be 
forwarded to an appropriate Federal 
Government Committee.

It is also recommended that the 
following should be given prionty in the 
purchase of shares, whether quoted or 
not, in companies to be privatised:
(a) State Governments buying in trust 

for future re-sale to its indij 
(TYansitional privatisation), 
Investment Companies and the 
indigenes of the State in respect of 
enterprises located in the State.

(b) The balance of unsold shares, or a 
reserved portion of the total shares, 
not more than 30% to be sold to

shown themselves susceptible to 
suspect influences from sundry 
quarters. The recent scandals in which 
top officials in the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange were alleged to have 
swindled more than N20 million in 
illegal dealings can only reinforce our 
fears that privatisation is likely going to 
be a muddle. As a matter of fact, it may 
turnout to be the swindle of the century, 
exerting more pairrthan even that of the 
so-called Indigenisation of 1972.
ORDERLY PRIVATISATION;

The only convincing reason for 
privatisation of some government 
companies is simple. No patriotic 
citizen would enjoy seeing his money 
being wasted. But his fear of whether 
privatisation as being conceived will 
solve the problems is presenting a 
serious dilemma. In order to allay our 
genuine fears and to ensure a successful 
privatisation exercise there is need, first 
of all, for the Federal Government,
(a) To categorise ail the Corporations 

in which it has investments, 
including the cost value of those 
investments, industry by industry, 
indicating the location of each and 
whether on going or not.J

any other Nigerians.
CONCLUSION

That privatisation is a potentially 
explosive issue needs no emphasis. 
That is why its concept, implementa­
tion and even timing have to be handled 
with extreme caution. Government 
must not allow herself to be duped into 
rushing into this venture. It is equally 
necessary, even when the decision to 
proceed is taken, to encourage Banks 
and other finance institutions to come 
to the easy aid of those persons who 
may wish to purchase these shares 
especially where the shares are 
transitionally and allocatively 
privatised. There is an urgent need for 
the enterprises to be scrutinised, so that 
the public, who are the true owners of 
them can have a say as to which should 
be privatised and how
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what the teacher does “in 
the students, can be broken 

down into the following subskills:

emphasis ser.es a dual purpose, 
p* firs is to stress the inrpcrrance of 
L“* pcrennri tracher knowing 
j: methrng before attempting to teach 

The second purpose. in a more

Stimulus Variation — The use of 
various motivation techniques 
by the teacher to get the students 
attention, to interest them in the 
day’s lesson, and to put them in a 
state of readiness to learn.
Set Induction — The technique 
or techniques used by the teacher 
to “set up” in the student a state 
of psychological preparedness to 
act or respond to anticipated 
stimuli eg., leading questions, 
ancedotal stories or examples, 
real or apocrypnal situations, 
and in the process enable the 
student to "induce” or figure out 
the lesson objective — what he 
or she is supposed to learn or 
perform.

depress the clutch, and shift into the 
appropriate gear, eiths first gear i 
moving forward or rewrse if moving 
backward. Once the car is in gear be 
should look to see if his way is dear 
before moving. After seeing that it is 
safe to proceed, he learns to smoothly 
disengage the clutch, press gently on 
the accelerator and move forward or 
backward, steering u ue. Once the carts 
in motion, he learns the complete sms 
of steering.shifting braking, turning 
parking etc. .As the reader can see, the 
foreeoing are perceptual-motor staB 
(no "pun intended), the sense and the 
muscles trained to pertorm the co­
ordinated tasks and behaviours neces- 
sarv to driving. These general skills are 
best taught after being “broken down 
into component (or fundamental) 
subskUls, presented to and mastered 
bv the student in proper sequence 
The student then “puts them together 
acain" executing each in a relatively 
“unbroken” or continuous action or 
routine

In a similar manner, the 
act" eg., 
front of’“ “ to -fh” mre Cr njcre of the 

~^ny roles society deems useful and 
-ccemabre One of education's 

num f_raurra is to urir. jodeq. s 
-timers a? acquire the ueressar. 
feaaecnal sce=L kJ jijsa! skii I 
issentfal to survival and viable | 
rmucipaticn in the social order. I: is I 
•‘■if; to say. therefore. that training is '

Joseph McNair 
knowledge. the rationale and the 
skills to facilitate learning. It provides 
the philosophical. psychological and 
factual basis for effective teaching. 
And it contains the methodology that 
enables the discipline to add to its 
body of knowledge re-evaluate its 
rationale and improve upon or 
increase its inventory of skills.

Teacher educarion is best built 
upon the solid foundation of a good 
general educarion — a good general 
kno-v ledge base: essentia! intellectual, 
seen and physical skills; and 
spanaraed knowledge aptitudes, 
and skMs in one cr more specific 

! subject areas. Once this foundation 
* is laid, the potential teacher is ready 

to leant society’s educational values, 
'Its educational philosophy and 
history, the specialired knowledge of 
education, and the various skills and 

aspect of education, h cmuot be techniques which comprise the an 
and science of teaching.

Training is instruction in “what to 
do” in a riven endeavor to achieve a 
desired objective. Consequently, a 
good training programme consists of 
the sequential instruction of related 
and interdependent skills and 
techniques. For example. in driving 

, an automobile, the student driver is 
hural • taught firs: (after. being able - to 

e and social intercourse. J identify the various mechanisms
inquiry and invention and • essential to the act of driving eg.

solving aesthete and ethos • ignition, steering- wheel, dutch.
I of a diverse but united people, which ‘ accelerator, brakes, traffickatcr.
I gives society distinction. . horn, rear and side view mirrors).

The education of a teacher entails | how to switch on the ignition,, 
not only how this is done, but w by it , checking first to see if the car is out of 
should be done. It provides the : (in neutral). Next. he ’earns to I

, 3. Reinforcement of Student Parud-
. pation — the use of various mod­
i’ varion techniques (inducement,,
> persuasion, encouragement, praise

Hotline Newsmagazine. August 15th, 19

T " my last artide. I emphasized 
-*• that “before we can trace the 
-‘"-Cent the requisite skills and 
-'mpe^res of a good trachea we 

ensure that he cr she has

equated with education. Edurarion in j 
larger function shapes attitudes :
-«SK.-SWCS}'«0S==S13X. It ! 
cncc-.trs aptitudes and talents which J 
enable society to thrive and flourish, ! 
More importantly; it informs those , 
attitudes, aptitudes, talents, and I

; acquired skills with the cumulative J 
' knowledge and understanding bom | 
i of tradition and belief, cross-culttuzi 

commerce and social intercourse. ' 
scientific i , _______  _______ ___
the ever-evolving aesthete and ethos ignition, steering- wheel, 
nf n r>»rt fvstnl* whi.-h I nA-*!®-!!.-., tra!

horn,’rear and side view : 
how to switch ca the
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6. Recognizing Attending
— The ability of the

Behaviour 
teacher to 

know when students are paying 
attention, to judge their attention 
span, and know when no more 
information can be assimilated.

subject are: 
provide cvi * 

(c) Divergent 
questions 
learners 
from a 
concept,

8. Illustrating and Using Examples 
— the ability to clarify, or explain 
skills or any aspect of the subject 
being taught by using a fact,, 
incident, or point representative of 
those concepts, skills or aspects; by 
using aural, visual or physical 
models or devices; by using 
modelling behaviour.

Fluency in Asking Questions — 
the skill of putting questions to 
students that are easily 
understood and which have a 

lificant and demonstrable 
ing on the concepts and 
> which comprise the day’s

7. Lecturing: The ability to present 
concepts, definitions, arguments 
and related information in a 
formal, orderly, well-reasoned, 
and extended expression of 
thought on a given subject. A 
well-conceived, and executed 
lecture should provoke inought,

criticisms, 
, to prompt 

student participation in the 
processes planned for 
lesson.

whose answers produce direction 
or guidance toward solving a 
problem or understanding a. 
concept eta

(b) Probing Questions — questions 
which form part of a systematic 
investigation or examination of a 

area; whose answers 
ddential information

Questions — 
_ whose answers take 
in different directions 

common point 
emphasizing 

complexity of that point 
concept.

(d) High Order Questions 
questions whose answers are 
speculative, theoretical, abstract, 
or doctrinaire; wliich require of 
the student thinking skills which 
are analytical, syncretic, 
conceptual, or contemplative, 
eta

signif
bearii
skills 
lesson.

5.' Questioning Skills — the ability 
to ask different kinds of 
questions such as

(a) Leading Questions — questions

10. Completeness of
Communication — the ability to 
give information, instructions, 
directions, commands, explana­
tions, reinforcement, pose 
questions, and make evaluative 
comments, verbally and in 
writing in clear and simple 
language, using vocabulary 
suitable to the audience and/or 
topia The teacher should be able 
to write in a logical, easily

12. Planned Repetition and Review 
— the ability to repeat 
instruction at strategic points in 
a lesson or series of lessons to 
reinforce a concept, skill or piece 
of vital information, having 
anticipated beforehand at what 
point or points such repetition 
will be effective In addition, at 
the ertd of each lesson and/or 
series of lessons (a unit or 
module) and at the beginning of 
next lesson or series, the teacher 
should be able to go over in 
summary fashion all of the 
concepts, skills and knowledge 
content presented, stressing the 
important points.

13. Closure — The ability ro bring a 
lesson to a close; to a definite 
stopping point. This creates in 
the student a psychological state 
of completion as well as an 
anticipatory state readiness for 
what is to come next. Reviews 
and exploratory (probing) 
questions are often features of 
effective closure. (Adapted from 
Allen, Ryan 1969 by J. McNair. 
The writer would emphasize here 
that the foregoing subskills fall 
under only one of the generic 
teaching competencies to be 
addressed later in this and 
subsequent articles).

These subskills have been listed in 
some detail to illustrate some of the 
behaviours required of a good teacher 
in the “teaching act." These 
behaviours can be "taught” i.e, the

11. Monitoring — the ability to 
watch, observe, check, correct, 
and reinforce all types of 
learning/social behaviour, 
appropriate or inappropriate. 
This skill is specifically applied 
in the classroom or in situations 
of formal and informal 
teacher-student contact.

9. Presenting Appropriate 
In-class/Homework
Assignments and Activities — the 
ability to (devise and ) provide 
students with drill, problem 
solving, critical thinking, 
learning transfer and creative 
activities at an appropriate level 
of 'difficulty which when 
completed by the student 
indicates mastery, partial 
mastery or non-mastery of the 
skill(s), subskill(s), concept(s) or 
knowledge content taught in a 
given lesson or a series of 
lessons. In addition, these 
activities should, when possible, 
be multi-sensory and be drawn 
from each learning domain — 
cognitive, affective, and psycho­
motor.

providing enough information 
to guide the student down 
conventional, unconventional, 
and innovative paths of inquiry 
where a more complete 
understanding ot the subject 
may be obtained. The lecture is 
not the “be all and end all" of 
knowledge to be acquired by the 
student. Neither is lecturing the 
most effective teaching skill. At 
best, good lecturing is an 
important stimulus to 
independent thinking and study.

style with 
grammar and 

sentence structure. The teacher 
should, in addition, be able to 
understand and interpret 
student communications after 
listening or reading, correcting 
errors or poor language usaga

constructive
punishment, eta)

learning 
the day’s
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more sysonalic and 
the task of teacher-eduya 10 
be performed more precisely

Recent movements in the western

£
of their duties and f«P°ns;blbt'!t
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subsequent articles am not exactly the 
same as Florida's, the model itself 
suffices for the purposes of 
■"SOare at least five major 
categories of teaching competencies. 
Within these categories are twenty 
three (23) generic teaching 
competencies. Each generic teaching 
competency may be broken dow n mto 
several subcor 
major catcgt 
competencies 
follows:
1. Communications skills
2. Basic knowledge
3. Technical skills
4. Administrative skills
5. Interpersonal skills;
In my next article, 1 will disci 
first of these major categor 
competencies. Communication skills, 
its generic competencies and sub 
competencies.

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 19

How well trained and competent is he?
performance ratings. This proved 
unsatisfactory since performance 
criteria were poorly defined and 
differed from school to school. In 
addition, many school administrators 
were indifferent or ignorant to what 
constituted good leching, hence the 
move to identify teaching 
competencies. Toda), particularly in 
the United Stales of America, many 
school systems have responded to 
public demands for teacher 
accountability by making regular 
teaching staff sit for competency 
examinations in two or four year 
intervals, in addition to regular and 
comprehensive evaluations. Failure 
to pass these examinations have led to 
the termination of teaching positions, 
tenure notw ithstanding. Test items on 
these examinations are based on 
identified generic teaching 
competencies and sub-competencies.

For the purposes of these articles I 
have adapted twenty-three (23)

Tcac f many more competence 
T (OTniy-thrce. but these 
,ban were agreed upon by

°f h'?fCTthose states that began 
one of tno of [cachcr5 as 
competency t«^_ whj|<; |h. 
competencies presented here and in

«TlSe 

ho*«e *2** __
potential ~an that the 
;p®e <®*ntaafc why

Ct®* Mcasaty to good 
-“•evoped, c^-\ Ab5 'hey 
?* .^PcrPO^Soals.
ar-i-a “eL$en« m making

franjewori lhc conceptual

of trainr- 2,2 ma'or 'bortcoming 
®Peoalh I J’’’®1™'® generally, 
aS 1-^2. e s,udenl Iacks necSan 2 " base and 'he 
maE A educat.oaai prep3raI,on

us proceed with the 
teachin. ’ °f '""enty-three generic 
hlh— cornPetencics which taken 
teach T coraP°nents of a 
teacher training programme

'' hat Are Generic Teaching 
Competencies?

Generic teaching competencies are 
comprised ot the knowledge and 
skills common to teachers at all levels 
of education, whether primary, 
secondary, or post secondary. These 
are the characteristic tasks, 
behaviours techniques, abilities, and 
the body of knowledge that any 
teacher must know and perform 
regardless of the subject or subjects 
taught, or their relative levels of 
difficulty.

The notion of generic or common 
competencies arose from the need to 
identify what general knowledge base 
and teaching skills were most 
effective in facilitating or, more 
simply, making learning easier. Once 
identified, the process of teacher 
education and training could be made

Produces teachers
mind let 
discussion
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While many environmental experts 
would readily agree that this 
definition is rather narrow in scope (it 
does not consider natural sources of 
pollution, e.g. earthquakes, biodegra­
dation of naturally occuring wastes 
resulting in the release of hydrogen 
sulphide, eta), the limitation is more 
of academic rather than of practical 
importance for several reasons. First, 
the nature of the problem. Through 
their genius modern alchemists brew 
more than 
every year, 
enabled modern 
assemble molccul

matter, sulphur and nitrogen oxide 
hydrocarbons and carbon monoxid 
The list of industries emitting the= 
pollutants in Nigeria is shown =j 
Table 1.

These emissions of SC\ and NO* 
objectionable tor several reason. 
First, both are acid gases and upa 
contact with human skin or clothe 
can cause skin burns and rapid wes 
of the clothes. Secondly, these gase 
readily combine with water vapor E 
the atmosphere to form the acids 
Condensation and/or precipitation 
will result in “acid rain”. Thi 
uncontrolled emission of these gasc 
has been recognized as the maja 
factor in the destruction of forest 
and lakes in Northern Canada, h 
Nigeria, this means that our current 
efforts at afforestation of Northeri 
Nigeria to help control deser 
encroachment will be futile if thes 
gases are allowed to be cmittei 
uncontrollably into the atmosphere

By: Dr. M. T Ityokumbul
/Chambers defines pollution as 
X^Z'a term applied to any 
environmental state or manifestation 
which is harmful or unpleasant to life 
resulting from man’s failure to 
achieve or maintain control over the 
Chemical, Physical or Biological 
consequences or side effects of his 
scientific, industrial and social

CHEMICAL WASTES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION 

restless man, who cannot wait 
patiently through the centuries for his 
body to develop a genetic defence 
against these chemicals, 
such a defence is possible.

The environment has three key 
elements: the air we breathe, the water 
we drink and the land from which we 
derive our nourishment. All of these 
elements are vital to our survival. 
Water pollution from industrial 
sources has been the major concern 
of the Kaduna River Pollution Study 
Group (KRPS) of the Chemical 
Engineering Department, Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria and will be 
treated in subsequent articles. In this 
article we limit ourselves to air and 
land pollution from industrial 
sources and offer prospects for a 
solution.

Asbestos Production 
Asphalt production 
Cement manufacture 
Coal industry
Crude oil production 
Gasoline and diesel Marketing 
Iron and steel production 
Mining and rock quarrying 
Natural gas processing 
Petroleum refining 
Phosphate Fertilizer 
manufacture
Power plants (coal and 
oil fired)
Soap manufacture (including 
detergents)
Sulphuric acid manufacurc 
Textiles
Transportation (trains, 
airplanes, motor vehicles)

1000 new concoctions 1 
Their sophistication has 

petrochemists to 
uaavinuit. mviw s contained in 
coal, oil and gas in new ways, thereby 
producing compounds that do not 
exist in nature. As a result, more of 
these compounds do not degrade 
rapidly under the assault of such 
natural forces as bacteria, sun, wind 
and water. Second, the rapidity and 
scale of the problem. Between 1941 
and 1977 (a period of a little over one 
generation), the products from the 
American Petrochemical Industry 
rose by over 30,000%! In 
evolutionary terms, (he rapidity and 
scale of this chemical creativity is 
frightening. This is so because 
through the ages, most of the earth’s 
varied organisms, from single cells to 
plants, animals and early humans, 
usually had ample time to adapt to 
the pace of natural change. They 
evolved protective mutations to meet 
the gradual shifts in the earth’s vital 
balance between acids and alkalincs, 
in the salinity of water and in levels of 
oxygen in the atmosphere. The

I situation we have on our hands is a 
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* SOX> NOX> HC and CO represent Sulphur oxides. Nitrogen oxide 
Hydrocarbon and Carbon monoxide respectively.
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ENVIRONMENT (Cont’if)
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An Industry: a potent source of air and water pollution.

PROSPECTS FOR A SOLUTION
The approach to any 

environmental problem has to be 
viewed along different ‘lines’ which 
may range from technoeconomic and 
biohygcnic considerations, to the 
legal and even sociopolitical ones. As 
a result of the interwoven and 
contrasting exigencies arising from 
the many competences involved the 
resolution of the problem can only be 
achieved through systems analysis 
and systems approach. This process 
involves considering the industrial 
system as a whole in relation to the 
environment in order to avoid the 
risks of improving the local 
environment at the expense of the

at Branch Atser. Similar occurcnces 
also abound near NNPC Refinery 
locations.

Another source for land pollution 
is the unsafe disposal of hazardous 
industrial wastes (liquids and 
sludges) on land. This may also be a 
source for ground water pollution. 
The current practice in the industry is 
to contract out the disposal of such 
wastes. Since there is no regulatory 
agency licensing such waste handlers, 
these hazardous wastes may be 
ending up in our municipal dump 
sites.

In our major towns and cities, the 
blow-up of some of our older 
electrical transformers may be a 
source of polychlorinated biphenols 
(PCB). Because PCBs are highly toxic 
and carcinogenic even at the pans per 
million (PPM) concentration range 
the possibility of their release into the 
environment should be a source of 
concern to us all.

. fissions *rcrn motor vehicles 
■’ - fuel should be ot

concern to Eovemrr.er.i as 
J'?/?’ sample, studies carried out 

.*.’?‘.Cren Kring in large metropolis 
. , ^’ed States have shown that

r -*els of lead in the air (from 
e emissions) can result in 

‘^ming disabilities in young 
,ren‘ As a result of this, most 

7A?10Ped nations have drawn up 
-‘••nite time-tables for the eventual 
elimination of lead in easoline. As is 

«n these countries, we cannot 
attord to mortgage our future which 
re'Is solely with the coming 
generation. For this, reason, 
the plans by the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation to phase out 
Ihe use of tetra ethyl lead (TEL) in 
rasolme must be praised by one and 
all and should be given prompt 
approval and support by government. 
land pollution

issue of land pollution in 
Nigeria is limited almost entirely to 
the petroleum (crude oil) producing 
areas of the country where occasional 
ail spills do occur. In addition when 
irailers and train tanks carrying 
■petroleum products are involved in 
accidents, large quantities of 
ivdrocarbons arc released into the 
itmosphere. These releases seriously 
iltect the local environment. For 
■xample two such accidents at Branch 
— Atser. Vandeikya LGA. Benue 
•tale, in 1985 and 1986 destroyed rice 
arms several kilometers away and 
iave also rendered well waters 
musable even to this day. The effect 
f such accidents may be felt even 

?ng after the incidence as seen from 
K number of citrus plants still dying |

other outside boundary 
requirements. For system analysis, 

. two variables have to be specified.
These are the "external” and 
“internal variables”; the former 
describes the interactions between the 
industrial system and its 
environment, society included,. The 
latter describes the industrial system 
itself providing designers with the 
much needed intrinsic knowledge 
required not only to face technical 
and economic tasks, but also to 
comply with the ecological 
constraints enforced by the external 
variables, and to ultimately control 
the industrial activity. It is for this 
reason that we urgently require the 
enactment of an environmental 
protection law in Nigeria. This should 
lead to the creation of an agency 
charged with the responsibility of 
protecting our environment. The 
agency will then draw up a time table 
for the eventual attainment of the 
elimination of discharge of pollutants 
(EDOP) similar to that which was 
drawn by the LT S. EPA for the 
Petroleum Refining Industry. This 
will be necessary because the 
financial outlay required to achieve 
the EDOP control will be prohibitive 
for most industries.

The National Electric Power 
Authority (NEPA) must be required 
by law to document the locations of 
all old transfomers presently in 
service which may contain PCBs. 
This will be necessary for proper 
clean-up operations should such 
transformers blow up. It may also be 
necessary to commission a gr 
phasing out of the use of 
transformers.

Napoleon once said "Water, Air 
and Cleanliness arc the Chief articles 
in my pharmacopoeia". The same 
should hold true for us. The rebirth or 
destruction of our environment is our 
choice. The society that has created a 
plethora of new chemicals that have 
so enhanced human life and comfort 
must now use its genius to grapple 
with one of modern technology’s 
least understood and potentially most 
insidious threat to health, and to 
make sure that these creations work 
safely for mankind. The technology is 
available, the choice must be clear: 
clean air, land and water must be our 
goal.
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WOMEN IN Hotline

By
Safiya I. Muhammed (Mrs) 
Department of Education, 

Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.
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Integrating women into .the total 
development effort first requires integrating 
them into all levels of policy making. It means 
sensitising those in charge of the organisation 
and management of development projects to 
the need to employ women staff, to involve 
women in community participation — exercises 
as well as to consider the short and long term 
effects of any technical or economic inputs on 
womc

The first step 
strategy in regards

If one goes in search for litcratun 
Nigerian women, only a tiny percentag 

sources is available, especially where the 
women play are privatised within 
household. The products of their labour, w 
arc mostly domestic services and of cou 
babies generally arc not culturally recogniz 
economic goods. For example, in this cou 
many men are convinced that women do 
little "work", dismissing their contribute 
household productivity as "mere housew< 
A comprehensive profile of the lives and • 
these ben*" W°mcn Wl11 80 alon8 ''W,0 n

When the ^C’r industnaI produc

filled. economies remains ui

When discussion on women is related to 
national development, it may be worthwhile to 
look as far back as the 1970s, when there has 
been much serious discussion on the role of 
women in national development since then, 
increasing attention has been directed to 
different aspects of women and dcvclopr 
various parts of the Third World. The n 
of these investigations is clear Dcvclopr 
processes have been run for and by r 
Women have remained marginal to t___
processes and in some instances have actually 
been disadvantaged by them. This is a tragic 
waste of human resources.

?ndicaXULQfuhe NjSS«wmen

<h™id £ bc,,cr P°l,c'« and progran 

amonB women Ihemsdve, but ■

makenofthiA3" °n lhe planners and P 

imptote Ute workers' social conditions, 

"omen of Nigeria and their families.

Women education, which is an essential 
clement in overall development, must be closely 
linked to economic and social priorities and to 
present and future manpower needs. All efforts 
should, therefore, tend towards functional 
education for women. Rather than an end in 
itself, literacy should be regarded as a way of 
preparing people for social, civic and economic 
role that goes far beyond the limits of 
rudimentary literacy training consisting merely 
in the teaching of reading and writing. The very 
process of learning to read and write should be 
made an opportunity for acquiring infor­
mation that can immediately be used to 
improve living standards; reading and writing 
should lead not only to elementary general 
knowledge, but to training for work, increase 
productivity, a greater participation in civil life 
and a better understanding of the surrounding 

orld, and should ultimately open the way to 
isic human culture.

I he experiences of Nigeria women in
JL their struggle for economic 

development arc similar to those of other 
women in Africa moving through social, 
political and economic changes. The struggle to 
overcome obstacles that have created barriers to 
their economic and social emancipation is 
often in conflict with their traditional culture.

The condition of women in our society today 
is changing gradually. For example, women are 
no longer completely denied access to most 
professions, they arc no longer banned from 
sporting events, they are no longer disqualified 
from voting, a married woman can now earn a 
high salary, in fact many of the major battles 
are now won by women. But the more universal 
and growing, if not the greater problem, is that 
many women arc no longer sure of which part 
or pans of themselves to fulfil, now that they 
have a wider range of possibilities, covering the 
professional and domestic spheres or any 
combination of the two. Often in trying to 
demonstrate the whole range of their talents 
and personalities, professional, domestic and 
social, they wonder whether they arc using any 
of them satisfactorily; and even if they are, they 
may feel too exhausted to really enjoy their very 
full lives. I would like to a certain extent, take a 
brief look at the position of women, their 
education and their place in the national 
development of this country.

Despite these wide range of possibilities 
given to women today, if we compare the 
number of women that benefit from these 
possibilities to the teeming millions of Nigerian 
women who arc still greatly disadvantaged, we 
would see that the percentage is very minimal 
indeed.

When we turn our attention to the education 
of women in Nigeria, and sec the need for the 
development of a modern society; the accession 
to educational opportunity of a large number 
of women who arc still illiterate, the need for 
lhe real emancipation of women and for their 
increasingly active and productive 
participation, in the economic, social and 
political life of (he society, of the hundreds of 
millions of illiterate women still existing today, 
it becomes essential to have a critical look into 
the national education policies of this country.

The education system must provide for lhe 
educational training needs of both the young 
generations who have not yet begun working 

.life, and the generation that have already 
become adult without having had the benefit of 
lhe essential minimum of primary education 

There is no contradiction — between the 
development of the school system, on the one 
hand, and of literacy work, on the other 
Schooling and literacy work, supplement and 
support each pthcr. National educational plans 
should include schooling for children boys and 
girls, and literacy training for adults, men and 
women as parallel elements, but at this level, at 
a wider scope for women._________________

In the International Development strategy 
for the UN Development Decade, one of the 
goals and objectives of the decade is "the full 
integration of women in the total development 
effort. “Women’s integration in development 
will benefit not only women, but the whole 
society of men, women and children" (Boscrup, 
1975:8).

obviously be taken at the level of policy-m 
of this country.

There is initially a need for national resc 
data collection at both urban and rural! 
and analysis to establish the ps 
socio-economic position of women, par 
explort the current myths about their la< 
importance to national economies and par 
examine in detail the factors that may fad 
or const rain the provision of ’ 
opportunities for women. Also there . 
overall deanh of information on Nig 
women and roles they play in society 
economy.

enough has been written to 
fact that women have been 

mtaged by development. It is now time 
c ahead and focus on the ways in which 
^advantages can be rectified.
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A HISTORICAL VIEW AT LITERACY IN THE SOKOTO CALIPHATE

of

___ _________ Literature______ i
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"One of the root causes of the 
misfortunes of this country is 
the attitude taken by malams 
who neglect the welfare of their 
women folk, leaving them 
abandoned like animals, not 
having taught them what 

mighty Allah has said they 
ist be taught, for example the 

jrayers they must know in their 
.vans and how to perform 

prayer and fast; 
they arc not taught 

jht to 1 
transactor 
ong and a 
ml’

By: Saidu Shehu
age of twenty while still himself a 
student. He taught his wives, his 
brother Abdullahi and his son 
Muhammad Bello. In fact, he took 
personal charge of the* education of 
his relatives, wives, and children. He 
made no distinction in the quality of 
education to his male and female 
children and ward. In 1792, while he 
was in Dcgel, he wrote his important 
wotk titled Ihya’a! sunna. Shaykh 
Uthman, his brother Abdullahi and 
his son Muhammad Bello, devoted 
themselves to four aspects of 
education:- learning, preaching, 
teaching and writing. Through these 
aspects they made their greatest 
contributions to scholarship. They 
wrote so many books in different 
fields of knowledge such as classical 
Arabic, literature, history, Islamic 
religious sciences, law and medicine.

Shaykh Uthman particularly 
encouraged women education. He 
considered it a duty binding on him to 
educate his wives and daughters. He 
states in his book Nur-l-al-bab:

Readers and often, educationists, 
including those who have been 
inclined to think of education and 
literacy in Nigeria, and indeed Africa, 
in terms of Western style curricula 
should find this article culled from 
M.E.EL-Tikaina particularly 
enlightening.

The Sokoto caliphate of the 19th 
century was a particularly dynamic 
empire in terms of its history. The 
Jihads, inspite of their religious and 
political learning, carried along with 

them other teachings whose impacts 
arc still felt today. In fact, part of 
the legacies century
religious movement >n' the 
Sokoto caliphate is the educational 
structure and the high degree of 
literacy that is incumbent in the 
Muslim north of Nigeria today. It 
may be argued that the educational 
system was too narrow and tied to the 
teachings of Islam. This may be right 
to a degree. What may be disputed is 
that education is not as narrow as is 
presumed. Never-the-less, this 
structure of literacy and its 
curriculum forms the basis on which 
present-day Nigerian Quranic schools 
arc built. It will also continue to form 
the guidelines by which future 
schools and universities of such 
inclination will be built, since 
Quranic or religious schools arc 
represented in the National Policy on 
Education.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND.

The favourite leaders of the Sokoto 
Jihad contributed in no small 
measure to the development of 
education and in scholarship. Shaykh 
Uthman bin Fodio (1754-1817) began 
his educational carrier as a student of 
his father who had knowledge of the 
Qur’an and other Islamic sciences. He 
moved from his father to his uncle 
Uthman Binduri where he stayed for 
two years for further Islamic 
education, especially in Maliki school 
of thought. Later, he made contact ■ 
with another teacher, Jibril bin Umar. 
Then he met al-hajj Muhammad bin . 
Raji tn study under him the Hadith 
collection of al-Bukhari. I J

I Shaykh Uthman began his life’s s 
| work as a teacher and preacher at the | 
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education 
sciences, t------ - -
position to educate and lead tb 
fellow men. Perhaps this informs 
planted ideas and philosophical at 
of the Sokot© Caliphate educatioi 
policy.

Nana Asmfl’u daughter of Shay 
Uthman. has fourty-nine kno 
works, thirty-four of which are dat 
spanning the years 1820-1865, : 
year in which she died. Similarly, 1 
sisters, Khadija and Fatima, a 
Aisha the daughter of Abdullahi I 
Fodio have some of their wor 
identified. In 1883, Ai’sha wrote 
poem, intended for more advanc 
students, concerning religious dut 
such as prayer (salat), fasting (sawn 
etc.

Shaykh Abdullahi bin Fodio, 
addition to his large number of boo 
written in prose composed ma 
poems for different purposes, t 
larger book on classical poet 
written in .Arabic is called Tazy 
al-waraqat. He also wrote a poe 
directed to a group of Fulani peop 
imploring them to join the Shaykl 
moyemcnt

For the role played by scholars 
making books available throu. 
compilation to educate the masses t 
Shaykh had this to say*

"O, brethren, keep reading the 
books of your contemporary 
scholars because they are more 
knowledgeable about the 
important matters of your time 
and their writings are the 
elaborations on what the 
previous scholars had 
summarised and that the 
writings of each decade is an 
elaboration on the writings of 
the previous one. For this 
reason each scholar compiles 
for his contemporaries though 
he has already found what 
heofmatters religious needed of 
religious matters in the writings 
of his predecessors."
This was a vigorous literac 

campaign to eradicate illiteracy. Tl 
main philosophical aim and idcolor 
of the state was Islamization thmu? 
the support of knowledge.

Shaykh Uthman, his brother, his 
son, his daughter Nana Asma’u, and 
most of the Sokoto jihad leaders were 
taught to pattern their lives in the 
life-style of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) 
submitting themselves to Allah, 
reaching out to him through worship, 
living a life of simplicity and 
self-sufficiency, and, through
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Scioto -nite cn his tablet under the 

supervision of his teacher. The 
teacher may wish to delegate some of 
his responsibilities to an older or 
more intelligent student

At this level the pupils are not asked 
i to pay any school fees. They have 
. absolute free education, the school is 

generally a one-man affair but in 
some cases an assistant or former 

, pupu is appointed as a teacher.

Sokoto
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ir the to wake a dear
dhtmnrinr imt ctnnparemenralised 
tmm of the ryreem of education in the 
sumhare. This is the sjsteni 
is so inrecared and is generally 
combined and housed within the 
szw premises or building. For 
purposes of alarm, the structure will 
be based on two stages:- 
I) Elementary educanon.

Advanced “-H-—-H-i
_ Qrarufry Education.
This can be structured in 

sapT- 
a./ Quranic Schools 
school ~ur>rararmr aHo)

Here both Arabic and the Qur’an 
zee taught simultaneously. At this

b) Adult Educaitin.
in Sokoto caliphate special 

attention was paid to the education of 
adults and those in their old age. It is 
a sort of elememary education 
similar to the present ad-uh literacy 
program. There is the posribhhy that 
the system gave attention to this form 
of education because most of the 
Jama’a (followers) of Shaykh 
IJthman, who gathered for learning 
as well as the Jihad, were in their old 
and elderly ages. Certainly not all of 
them could read and write. They 
however, attended the Shaykh’s and 
other scholars’ classes, meetings, 
sermons or preachings (wa’cj. Since 
the Shaykh realised that many did not 
know how to read and write, he 
composed many poems geared 
towards teaching them the basics of 
Islam which they can easily memorise 
and understand.

The Shaykh paid particular 
attention too, to married women’s 
education. He insisted that they 
should come out to attend public 
lectures saying that

“O muslim women, do not 
listen to the word of those 
misguided men who tell you 
about the duty of obedience to 
your husbands but do not tell 
you anything about obedience 
to Allah and his messenger.”

Ind M.A .Al-Hajj said
"The Shehu began to teach and 
preach as a young man at the 
age of twenty in 1774. During 
the week days he taught his 
students various Islamic 
sciences (Tafsir, Hadith, Fiph, 
etc.) and on weekends (Friday 
evenings) he preached to the 
masses (al-umma)."

From the above statement 
one assumes that weekend 
evenings were reserved for 
adult men and women, 
although youths attended. The 
practice was not only restricted 
to Degel, but extended to 
Zamfara and Kebbi. 
Explanations to congregations 
were conducted in vernacular 
languages (Fulfulde and 
Hausa). It should be noted 
however, that the Shaykh used 
Arabic in teaching and 
scholarship; and he made 
extensive use of AJAM1 
(non-Arabic eg. Fulfulde and 
Hausa).
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With a fiting ff^ry Courage 
used to "rthe ht‘d to for secular 
nurposcS’ intcnCLativlt^a<;t himsC^ 
therefor? ionalcrt £ difficulty 
Hausa fif'AS f%3d f idea of

of no

writing a book which was frankly 
intended neither for the edification of 
the mind, nor the good of the soul, a 
“story” book which, however, 
followed none of the prescribed 
forms of story-telling”. Despite these 
misgivings, the competition was a 
success.

Out of the many Hausa manu­
scripts received by the Bureau, the 
best five were awarded prizes and 
subsequently published by the 
Bureau itself. They included 
Abubakar Imam’s Ruwan Bagajq 
QThe Water to cure all ills); M. Bello 
Kagara’s Gandoki ('The adventures of 
warrior Gandoki); Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa’SaSMw Umar; Muhammadq 
Gwarzo’s Idon Matambayi CThe Eye 
of the Questioner) and JiH Magayi 
CThe Body is the one that tells'), 
co-authored by Tafida Wusasa and 
Rupert East. These five works of 
fiction occupy important places in the 
growing body of Hausa literature 
While they are products of a mOre 
modern outlook, their rootedness ih 
oral story patterns mak®5 lhcrit 
unquestionably indigenous.

In recognition of his outstanding 
literary abilities, one of the winnerf

Imams versatility extended to covc 
anfKea^ 

most evident in creative *"t>n8

ss-teaiSS,?? ivas pubhshed in The florist

produce'5U w*"h R,upCrduX

Bureau. In 1937unf first Hav%

Crea,«* larg"rough 
--------- ---
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FASHION

more

prized for the craftsmanship that 
went into their creation and generally 
for the value of their components as 
well”.

All of these fancy, definitions are 
good, but when it comes to the Nige­
rian woman costuming herself to her 
fullest advantage, choice of jewelry is 
something which comes from the heart.

Choice in jewelry wearing is a very . 
personal affair. Some ladies lean 
towards the fine, safe understated 
pieces made of gold. May be these 

pieces,.a paitof earrings or a necklace 
will have -a diamond or group of 
precious or semi-precious stones 
(rubies,., sapphires, jade, ametnyst) 
to complete the ‘total’ effect. If some 
ladies are like myself they might lean 
towards the more bold, unconventional 
pieces made of silver, brass, malachite 
coral, ivbry, bone, wood, or “tigers 
eye”. The idea for this type of woman 
is to find a bracelet, earrings or

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 1987

^^corak*^' Natural, elegance, I 
malachite and silver I 

re^nary definitions of jewelry / 
‘Articles -° e^cct.of; / asrounumg.stones or simile 8- ?Iver’ P^0115 I Onc can hardly believe that the rich 
adornment” ? mafcnaIs for personal / ‘marble-like’ patterned green of the 

>re fanev <?.cd,as eet a &11 I malachite or the deep shadings of 
objects nf 0,08 Jewelry consist i brown which define the “tigers eye” 

zed for th Vcrsonal adornment I or the various shades of pink to dark 
the craftsmanship that j purple to the amethyst arc born of theI centre and bottom of the earth!! And I 

I what delightful surprises they make j 
I when fashioned into bracelets, j 
I necklace or carrings. j
I Actually my preference is for any- / 
/ thing that is of a natural origin. My I 
I thinking is, as we speed towards the I 
I closing of t he 20th century and every- j 
I thing becomes more and more tcchni-I 
I calif Oncntca, we will soon be deluged I 
I with “man-made’’jewelry all chemically j 

treated, technically molded absolutely I 
perfectly finished with that ’assembly- I 
line, stamp o f approval look’. To look 
at it is a bit tiring most of the lime. I m I 
of the school, that votes for the end 
product having what some persons 
would consider flaws' but what to me 
marks the work of a real person.

Exploring the World of Nigerian Fash 
NATIVE JEWELRY : Inventive, Pretty am

By Ogba Ogbu
necklace which make a statement on 
their own. One look at their jewelry I 
will tell you that there is craftsmanship 
in the work. Uniqueness of design, 
and (one important quality for myself) 
specification of colour. A very fun 
way of assessorizing myself is to 
complete my basic costume (and an 
exciting challenge), be it a onc or two 
piece dress, Bou Bou, wrapper or up 
and down, is to find the piece of| 
jewelry which will pick up the colour 
(shading) of the fabric by cither 
matching it perfectly, or contrasting I 
with the colour of the cloth attractively. 1

What I and many of my like minded 
sisters find most interesting is that 
often these colors when found come 

' right out of the earth!! Traders find 
them, and hand them over in their 
rough forms to craftsmen, who know 
how to inspect, assess and then polish 
them to bring up their natural color 
characteristics. The results arc often 
astounding. 
One can hardly believe 
‘marble-like’ patterned

a work of beau 
adorning the body 
about. To wear a pi 
make onc more att 
others and cspcciall 
To wear certain pi< 

I our culture (such a 
pieces worn by chief 
is to make a sts 
powerful one is.
I enjoy jewelry tha 
story to tell. A stor 
and the land and pc< 
came so that it becc 
attractiveness and w 

I was delighted to 
like Kingsway, and a 
Abuja and then agair 
being fashioned out 
in an intricate, wover 
a very distinct look. 1 
of earrings, one | 
because they didn’t 
they could be duplica 
the lady that fashion 
from Benin - I gjVc 
other craftspersoas w 
our natural rcsourcc-

I also had the gOc 
introduced some thr 
pleasant trader namo 
brings me jewelrv f- 
Fcderation. y ~

I • have collected , 
wrde caned ivory 
necklace, and bracei. 
a string of Pearls = 
made out of O|d N~ 

fashioned like mcd1

The next timc 
assessors yQl,r 
campala or Ase.Ok,± 
local trader. Fear,

the precious 2'"" 
metals and stones 
imagination. ai" essfc 
that you'll be^*=
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LAW

KScaS? .-'si-k

APPROPrLtEN Ee> u£ THE jHARIAH (in a Secular State) 
AND

i mx ]_aWS LN '.an African Society) NIGERIA” (111)
S’ 3nhc?c /•£nhsi>?— C?ar 3£^isznaft Kaduna

1 delay
3. injustice

e prmmr rszrztirlm? : 
rme zz.z me family * me :

-y.-ivr

4 J |

5 v-i-r. are enormous.

—p-rsrc? of titt hsti- 
zr~~zz. .’• Carriage is 
itiar- as a means of 

y-LTj^: azb iszzL qtgffirannn, a 
—°--r—— z: zsskr remictioz and

The sharia primes fcr evenihing 
from cmrmzrn me zomram. to the 
m-zme. me maimenance azb period 
z: wzztir.u. The m=fz grirrsms of 
Ar-1- Izszmtirzs of ’zzrzzze and 
polygamy azb mvome. These 
=T7iz=r.- are mr rf mzrrazre. Poly-, 

fore mr^ed odv -a hen 
and me husband is sure 

: arid ftir m me 2 wives.

- *•’ me rushand. Justice is the only basis for stable 
mmzs-trim have a lot of litigants who forego their 
— is th* ; rights either because they cannot pay 

' fees or afford the services of 
'f tire wifet j practitioner. One cannot expect 

z xz cam ma: he -m no: I Justice in any system that cannot 
7^; reammazm -am herb j eradicate this.
” *~z~ = -:-^ mmremticri. On’defer let’s consider a few
-- As 2 reszi: r: sr._z de fem examples:

~ the i
I- Arion & Ors. Eono & Oths 1SS3 

i &CN.LR.1
a) plaintiffs sued 15 10 l^i
b> hearing began 1& II 19S4

I There is nothing wrong wrh or 
traditional social systems and set cp. 
All the reforms we have heard so far

1 were done in a confused manner by 
the people who neither apprerated 
our values to our circumstances. Bm I 
also admit that the reforms become 
necessary as a result of azesses of 
traditional institutions as object of 
oppression.
Sharia and Western Legal System:

Sharia law has two distinct charac­
teristics. These are:-
1. It is rigid and immutable, embo­
dying norms of an absolute and ecemal 
validity, which are not susceptible to 
modification by any legislative 
authority.
2. It represents a standard of unifor­
mity as against varieties as it is only 
.Allah who can establish the inrri—:c 
network of inter relationships and 
rules, mutual rights and obligations, 
and can reward or punish on the basis 
of absolute standard of justice. AD 
other sources of human know ledge or 
legislative processes suffer from one 
deficiency or another rooted in 
unavoidable human imperfections.

What is wrong with our present 
criminal and civil laws for instance? A 
lot of things. Notable ones are:

gr—v 5 mere:
risiggessnry.:
hewiEbejzs:

Tze mby cmmtimu under which a- 
Mzsiim s aZc^eb m me a second 
wife whroz: me ccnsem of tire first

” " — — 3 2- *Si ’’al
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lines 
.omplexc 
. Examp. 
grcat 2

>ius;
d, a great ma* 
Alchendius;

a famo-

. c) judgement delivered 3/10/1985 
d) supreme court 21/1/1983 (22 
years)

Z Ogunbiyi v. Adewoje SC/123/83 
which was still pending in December, 
1984
a) area court 1973
b) high court ordered retrial 11/11/75
c) appeal to H/C and judgement
7/8/80 I
d) court of appeal 10/2/83

3. Okegbu v. the state 1979 II S.C.I.
a) committed murder 8/11/74
b) trial commenced 23/2/76
c) concluded March 76
d) supreme court ordered retrial 
9/11/79 by a split decision of 4-1

On injustice, the case of Adesubokun 
v. Yunusa is here appropriate and 
purportedly relevant. Here a testator 
of the Northern states died in 1965. 
He made a will under the English Wills , 
Act 1837 under which he gave the | 
plaintiff his first son the sum of £5 
and shares equally to the 2 other 
children threes houses and the residue 
of his estate. In an action to set aside 
the probate on the grounds that the 
testator being a muslim was not enti­
tled to dispose of his properties under i 
the will in a manner contrary to Islamic 
law, the Supreme Court overulcd the 
High Court saying:- I
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— the Wills Act 1837 is a law for 
the time being in force and Islamic 
law is a native law and custom and 
where the two are incompatible 
the Wills Act prevails’.

The case of Ors v. A.G. 1985

2NW.L.R.211 is also relevant. The 
Supreme Court was faced with the 
problem of state immunity from tor­
tious liability and the common law 
doctrine of Rex non Potest Peccare 
(the King can do no wrong). This doc- I 
trine had ancient descent being as old 
as Henry III. We inherited it from 
English as part of the common law in 
force as at 1st January, 1900. The 
English Crown Proceedings Act of 
1947 abolished the old myth of state 
Immunity from tortious liability. But 
Nigeria being more English then the 
Englishmen themselves still retained 
the anachronism that the state can do 
no wrong and therefore cannot be 
liable to tort.

Sharia and Criminal Justice:
Punishment in Islam has nothing 

to do with the notions of atonement, 
expiation or wiping away of sin. a 
crime is seen as an act of injustice: to 
one’s own self and a sin against God. 
It can be wiped away only by.GodL 
and that he does when people turn to 
Him, truly repentant and seeking tor- 
8'klam also see crimes associal I illIs 
which can only be reduced through 
mass education, good sovemme . 

sse»<- 
the acts violating the limits set y 

1 Al!nhislam, every institution ofthc 

society is value oriented ani 
responsibility towards the mora^ thc 
lopment of every P'rs°n , there- 
cradle to the grave. Refoni ,
fore a pre-crime respons'biIty^

KxasffUs where every inmate is a p 
criminal. certainly

Sentences in Islam are $cvcrc
harsh, but still more strict n bc 
are thc procedure la,^°^cOnvic- 
observed before a man may oe 
ted. Hard punishments are.

1. murder and manslaughter 
or lesser punishment;

2. theft by amputation of "a ing 
\f^TAad&esfor.he

unmarried;

cutting,: 
leg and an arm from

6. foSon with 80 lashes
7. apostacy with death.

We can therefore ^^^cedure 
single code of crime an . °jp|es of 
truly Nigerian with and other 
Christian (English) Isla . c0Ur civil 
traditional laws. We caH liance laws’ 
laws, matrimonial laws, ilance laws 
family property and in 
that are purely and tru y p|C 

They should be such that o happy 
respect, easily apply »“* ar J 
with. -----

Shariah, education and 
’ Contrary to the wr. 

that Islam is a hide-t 
which keeps its follow, 
static position, making j 
to thc technological c< 
modern age, pursuit 
about nature is one o 
faith in Islam. People 
advised in the Quran 
ponder into the ere 
Universe and the natur 
it, in order to appreciate 
and unity of God.

Knowledge, itself, is 
Islam as God’s greatest ; 

I man thc noblest crcatio 
knowledge. This is cle; 
trnted by the Quran vers 
what led to God’s com 
Angels to bow to Adam 
ledge, made Adam supei 
and worthy of their respe 
On the earth, knowlcd 
posterity superior to all ot 

Dr. Igbal, a poet phil. 
cribed the contributio; 
Muslim scientists as, 
follow ing words:
... the fruit of moderr 
humainism in the shape 

science and philosophy 
ways only a further-dc\ 
Muslim culture.

Some great Muslim sc 
given European nar 
prejudices and cor” 
against Muslims.
1 Al-Famb, a 

‘ called Al farabi
2. Al-Kind, a gre 

named A.—
3. Al-Hassan, 

who became Alhazen 
Al-Jaafar, the founde 
chemistry, Geber; 
Abu Mashar, a greatr 
Albumazar.

Our universities s 
institutions of Iearn= concentrate more on rcs<= 
guide the governments ar— 
feeders to a greater c 
Greater generation and a 

The qualifications 
be the Object of e<M 

lea^i"®- and‘m±\_ 

be laugh, side - 
other subjects._________



1

TRI' MY RECIPE
- - a jiuous Souffle”

rrew

Stew

asked for the res:

a T"

u. .ni time tne

. .4
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r vox ,nnr. he ready”. 2 
et.:: g- ■? he* t neiping hand io 
:. things up. Thank heavens.’ ar 

ched me in tne 
:■. enough. The

for the day asked for the rest ■•m she 
could handle them. 1 pleaded she set 
the table while I helped. mnongh was 
enough for the souffle. the sausages ' 
needn't co on a fern as - eL.

I must confess we did have a cood 
the'msh ' 
help. I , 
nerrenry 
of frying 

loaded one for that i

one 0.2 arm
■ er ~ r.::.£ she amaed tna:
-■as ■e£ea.ri;r seasoning

■mitea ant. asxec e

oomniimen: me
lae-fn’ >. am. 1 die wnt aL

meal after all and the-go 
initially cried out for 
sometimes rejoice the e: 
arose, for it was my first rime of 
eggs in stos. and a ]<: 
matter. You want :
You’ll like it. The omy mrrerenae 
would be that your scuffie needn’t co 
on a voluntary expedition hike cans, 
and for a better result chop your 
ingredients in thin slices, be sure to

Have a
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THESE KINGS OF THE ROAD

H

- —tore-ranrr

nor.

T.?rireice.
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:•- : He sed c ur sad
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times when one wcala wan for ho
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iteness 
a place 

suer. arc -_re a? amour.: only io 
de driver prering his gear into 

nxirc and rooming off without as 
ward glance or 

These arc 
it is no: as if 
you free.

y for whatever 
you: own hard

:*e? are goingto carry ?
Tou are going to pay 

service they- render -In y? 
earned — oney. There are some thaj 
s»~-Z be caureon* enough :o stop and 
arer Lno-mg v. hereyo u are going to.

~ ~-P-? -ass aloud and drive 
" ' ~* -o- pcplsed in a

otcustl Kaduna:ownship tax:
' mx. ] say ana don pass we a na

“Tie genera'. impression. however. is 
:na: -.here are a few taxi cabs around. 
Ba: then. why w ouldn't these few just 
■r. - little competition and 
Zoarishirg business among 
themselves;ast to win a good public 
■“.age: or co we presume that these 
drree-s onh bold meetings to discuss 
how best to snob as well as frustrate 
•he more:he helpless uncomplaining 
pub?;? One car. rightly point out that I

. the fee: :ha: this apparent lack of I
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interest and apathy hardship* 
and sufferings o: Kad_' _ r.dcstriam 
is a betrayal of the state gov err.rr.eat s 
effon to encourage and improve the 
lot of the people. - u these
calibre of people ’ . . “cd to work 
relentlessly doptte a odds. they 
would ha\e in their o'- wny been 
helping in the growth of the 
economy! This is so because the 
average government worker would 
not have had much problems getting 
to his place of work m time from 
whatever pan of the to r, resides. 
Thus, he would have covered many 
personal and other .. c dental 
expenses within the 'horc't pwsiblc 
time.

Itismv humblesugemre:’ that the j 
State Government crer.re to the 
immediate rescue of the silent ( 
suffering masses from these ugly 
embarrassments as this does not 
augur well for the good image of the 
State. These drivers have so abused 
the sole priv ilege given them in the use 
of both the major and minor roads in 
the tovv n t hat some: hir.g dra<: ic has to 
be done to curb their unnecessary 
exigencies. They should be made to 
go into serious competitions with the 
“danfo" drivers by allowing these 
drivers to ply similar routes with the 
former. This venture will, among 
other things, improve :':c awful 
situation. Of course thO'C that refuse 
to compete will invariably starve!

you to yo-rgoddam destinacior. ever, 
at a reasonable price. These groups r f 
taxi drivers are the ones popularly 
known ::: town as the “Kings of the 
road”. \\ hen you try to flag ihsn 
down aad they are ± an agreeable 
mood, they may decide to brake very 
■ ’ Tyandespect. jvuwsSom

-cner ntzr.* just tn announce your
--sr Sometimes, they wan t 

ever, xzr .n c despite your efforts and 
:r^r vT ”j< move on. It does not 
renter tre trey nay be ndmg empty

_ ca. 1 Tac most important 
bring mat tnev are on the road.

Tnereare rurally some among this 
—-t— rem' will just ignore your 
vgrre ire mem tn stop, yet they are 
loft-ygnp rexi? or. the read! One 
warmers > ~ .nry snouid ever come 
ore a: al i'tne ac not want to convex 
needy people m and from their 
resperrere ru-sinches, knowing fully 
■»eL rest tnerr is one of the most 
exacntu. sre ice? around? How 
‘-r_.c ary re tne^ aetaulting drivers 
.ee ' v hsr. he falls sick, the doctor or 
nurse re the r. ore are refuses to attend 
to him because of the way he had 
tnst=c r.re p'orabh while he or she

wna: am 1 r-er. talking about? Do 
you know about some of these

~.re a!all?
Imagine ; 'regg—g down one 
and:tiling the driver in all relit 
to rake you :o >ucr. and such a

only
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nr HE COCONUT palm.*
A most common trc nd ,s 

world. It's known everywof 
found in all the tropical
the globe it is known as Because of its utildY; .‘thctree
“the tree from heaven , -s in
with a hundred use$^ ncs,
greatest numbers in tn
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WATCHINS THE WORLD WITHOUT
Xyerere Throws In Another 
Towel

•■■.her. -e handed

might also employ deceit so that the 
blacks will lower their guards. Time is 
’gainst the racists and the)' are aware 
wx in Until Mandela breathes the air 
of freedom so promised, A luta 
Continua.

signified his intention to resign his j India Moves Against AIDS 
cr.a_—.ansmp In a latest move to mai ’
Re.ti-ncnar? Party. Since he 
• cicntanly stepped down in 1985,he 
had reiterated that the leadership of 
thrare- and government should be 
held by cne‘person. He held both

This is one man in Africa who lives 
by his words. Dr. Nyerere does not 
belie.: that now that he is no more the 
president, he corid cling to the 
chairmanship. He refuses to defer to 
the insistence of most of his party 
members that he is needed to 
continue functioning as party

This lesson is irected to sit-tight 
African rulers especially those who 

■ arid discard their military uniform 
only to don the suit as civilian 
president. The Nyerere factor in 
Africa politics is a point of positive

Shola Oyedele 
who travels more than twice to the 
racists’ den within a specified period 
will now have to explain his mission. 
Do you blame the government when 
you remember that women in quest 
for wealth would do anything to 
achieve their aims? They would sell or 
take anything? One hopes Nigeria 
would borrow a leaf from Zimbabwe 
and learn to restrict, to some extent, 
the movement of our cash madams 
and emergency contractors. A stitch 
in time perhaps.
Angolan Legislature 
APPA.
The Angolan People’s Assembly has, 
in its second session ratified the 
agreement that established the 
African Petroleum Producers 
Association (APPA). Angola is the 
Vice-President of the association 
while Nigeria holds the presidency.

The first ministerial conference of 
the association was held in Algiers 
between July 23 and 24 mainly for the 
approval of the association’s 
proposed short and medium term 
programmes.

The establishment of the 
association is a welcome development 
as it intends to promote co-operation 
in petroleum production, refiner}’, 1 
petrochemistry, training, technical 
aid and trade among member states.

One snag is the composition of the 
membership. Cameroon, Gabon, 
Libya, Benin Republic, Algeria and 
Egypt are the other members.
The presence of the first two gives one 
some jitters when one notices their 
relationship with the racists. Their ' 
ideological stance is another thing. 
Perhaps we could still maintain 
co-operation in spite of the 
difference.
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In a latest move to maintain an 
AIDS-free house. India has issued 
new guidelines under which 
foreigners intending to reside in the 
country for more than one year will 
undergo a compulsory test for the 
deadly virus.

Foreign journalists on assignment 
in India for over one year will have to 
undergo the test. .Also, as soon as a 
foreign student applies to a university 
in India, he would have to agree to 
undergo the test. Those free from the 
test are diplomats and embassies’ 
staff.

One thing that is obvious in this 
measure is its indiscrimitory nature 
unlike Britain which adopted more 
stringent measures towards blacks, 
(by the grace of Iron Lady) on the 
same question of AIDS test.

Reagan Sliding Downwards?
Now, the saga is clear. The 

president first denied there was no 
arms deal, then he made a 
volte—face. Now it is more than clear 
that the money realised from the deal 
was actually being used to destabilise 
the Nicaraguan government. What 
does America, nay Reagan, stand to 
gain in destabilising other countries 
for goodness sake?
A Restriction So Laudable

| The government of Prime Minister 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe has made a 

i move to curb the movement of 
I Zimbabwean women who travel to 

South Africa to buy goods. The 
Internal Affairs Minister, Mr. Enos 
Nkala admits that Zimbabwe’s 
frontier with South Africa is “not 
quite stable” and what makes the 
border more porous to South Africa’s 
subversives is the temptation faced by 
women who buy goods in South 
Africa when they run short of cash. 
These women become easy prey and 
ready tools in the hands of South 
Africa’s security forces who usually 
dangle cash bait before them. Anyone

MANDELA FOR FREEDOM?
South African Constitutional 

Affairs Minister, Chris Henios, raised 
the hope of the entire black race 
recently when, according to reports, 
he said to South Africa’s black 
Councillors during his meeting with 
them that racist authorities might 
consider releasing Nelson Mandela 

■ and ether black leaders from.prison 
I as a measure to encourage blacks to 
I participate in the National Statutory 
; Council proposed by President 
; Botha.

The Councillors admitted that Mr. 
i Henius showed an amazing change of 
j heart toward the blacks. He was 
I reported to have discarded the 
• arrogant attitude which he exhibited 

in previous meetings with the 
councillors. What was more, he 
actually pleaded with them on a 
number of issues.

Well, blacks should not start 
i clinking glasses to toast Mandela’s 
; freedom yet. If anything, the racists 
j will go to any length to maintain their 
i iron grip. Besides brutality, they
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OPINION

I

SUS. Without 
i of any UPE 
perly trained 

...vcntives while 
Wc have to take

J-> not waste 
ition, wc need 
UPE scheme

lea«e|??Je I)35 ,lie right t0 ^cation. This shall be free at The ]ach of adequate planning prepa 
waJ rnl• IcLmcntary and primary stages!’ This declaration | wrc lhc major slumbling blocks in the 
^madc in the belief that young people should be given the schemes.
. PP°rtumties necessary for the acquisition of the 
Know ledge, skills, attitudes, and values which will enable 
th*1?-1? *ead happy, productive lives as individuals. It is in 
writ \v!?at schemes in Nigeria are of interest to this 

' .1 has happened to our attempts at providing our
Haren with free orimary education?

. The history of UPE in Nigeria can be traced back to the 
“Jroduction of the scheme in the Old Western Region in 
iy54 by the late Chief Obafemi Awolowo’s government. His 

e^orl has been described by Fafunwa (1974) as "the 
□oldest and perhaps the most unprecedented educational 
scheme in Africa south of the Sahara by an indigenous 
government!’ By 1957 the Eastern Regional Government 
th *°!!owed Awolowo’s example. And in January 1974, the 
then Federal Government under Dr. Yakubu Gowon 
announced to the nation.that the UPE scheme would be 
launched nationwide by September 1976. Thus, in 
September 1976, the Federal Military Government launched 
the Universal Free and Compulsory Primary Education 
programme, For a country with the size and complexity of 
Nigeria, this was a bold venture. But ten years after the birth 
of the scheme, its ghost has been finally laid to rest. Can the 
death of the scheme be due to the fact that it was a child

.oul .°f a political dilemma? Or was the scheme a 
still-birth in the first place? Let us examine these issues.
■ lbSre *s no doubt that politics and education are 
inevitably interwined. From the onset, the question of 
educational imbalance has been a constant, 
politically-charged problem. Therefore, it was felt that a 
compulsory, free Universal Primary Education programme 
would go a long way in redressing the imbalance. What the 
planners knew but apparently refused to acknowledge was 
the near impossibility of effectively executing the U.P.E. 
programme with so little time, a dearth of data, lack of basic 
facilities and equipment, and necessary manpower such as 
qualified teachers and administrators. Perhaps, planners 
wanted to score cheap political points. Or maybe because 
there seemed to be ample money to back it up, the leaders at 
the time went onto the educational battle field ill-prepared. 
And the result today? Billions of naira down the drain with 
primary education getting such a big knock on the head that 
it has been sent into perpetual coma.

Our concern in this write up therefore is to show through 
brief a historical analysis why the UPE scheme of 1976 died 
the way it did. In 1954 when the Western Region 
Government launched the .first UPE scheme, it had taken 
pains to do some of its home work, yet, it still faced 
considerable problems. For example, the rise in school 
enrolment posed an enormous problem, while at the same 
time the regional government then was largely hamstrung 
by financial constraints. The scheme in the Eastern region 
was bom out of a political dilemma since the on-going and 
anticipated development in the West could not be resisted by

4i

U.P.E. WHAT W 7NT WRONG
By OA. Bamidele^

' Tzz:. 2: ichc.T.e took off in the East, it
lout a solid plan and the result was an abysmal failure, 
scheme grounded to a halt barely after the first year.

. - -jaration and finance
• path of most U.P.E

Prior to the start of Federal Military government scheme | 
in September, 1976, it had been estimated that the primary 
school population would jump from about 4 million to a 
million pupils and that by 1980 that enrolment figure wouia 
have risen to IS million. In addition, the nation would new 
36.000 additional primary school classrooms with not les 
than 60,000 additional teachers. The total number 
required primary school teachers would rise irom 
conservative estimate of 116,640 in 1971 to 280,000 in 
while about 8,000 tutors in Teacher Training Colleges woui 
be required. Inspite of these almost insurmountao 
problems, the government still went ahead and launched 1 
programme barely two years after the announcement \ 
1974. Meanwhile, all the figures and expectations that we 
being churned out had no empirical base. They were n 
more than conjurations. Little wonder then that the schem 
crashed like a house of cards. Going by our past expenenc 
it is now imperative for us to sit back and think in order 
guard against the reoccurcncc of the 1976 UPE disaster. It 
equally worthy of note that the fate that befell the urn 
scheme is not peculiar in anyway since it is characteristic 01 
the way sensitive issues arc handled in Nigeria. Census, we 
might point out. is another example of such.

We sincerely feel that for rhe UPE scheme to succeed,« 
need to do a lot of homework and get a solid factual 
information base. There is need for adequate planning 
which has to start with a realistic national census. W ithout 
an accurate census, the planning and execution < r " 
scheme is bound to fail. Teachers must be properl 
and their morale boosted by necessary incentiv 
adequate facilities have to be provided. ----
stock of what we have presently so that we do 
scarce resources in duplicating efforts. In additioi 
to state clearly the objectives that we want the U.

to achieve since it will be ridiculous to train millions of 
pupils without the necessary secondary schools and 
universities to absorb them. Experience has shown that 
vocational training can be of immense help to drop-outs. It 
will not be out of place if this is integrated into the primary 
school curriculum. Also, our past approach of wholesale 
introduction of UPE scheme should be discouraged. A 
stage by stage approach should be adopted.

Our experience with previous UPE schemes has not been 
pleasant. The consolation, though, is that wecdn learn from 
past mistakes. While man has not been known to be wholly 
rational in learning from past mistakes, the possibilities are 
there Let us hope that whenever we chose to do this again, 
our leaders will be circumspect, well prepared, armed with 
up-to-date factual data, and make a success out of the effort 
that has so often ended in failure.

Hotline Newsmagazine, August 15th, 198!



IF YOU HAVE, DON’T MISS OUR FANTASTIC OFFER

H of line
I \l) (>1

gm?

To order, send your N8.00 crossed postal order to:

HAVE YOU MISSED ANY OF OUR 
PAST EDITIONS?

We have for you five past copies (Subject to availability of the editions 
advertised) at the reduced cost of N8.00 only (including postage). Be fast!

The business Manager, 
Hotline Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1365, 
Kaduna.

NEWS

Jt

NATIONAL 
A LANGUAGE:
:<Which Way.Nigeria?

K 7

FEDERAL CRARACIS. ,|

REALITY OR ILLUSION?

F'' -

L j SotoioTuhanaietOfg !
" 1*^^ iA.nirjnlsandSucccss-onl I

OBASANJO
Opportunfin. Treason 

•v. h.b....



r
Today’s First Bank

I

i

First Bank of Niger’s limited

'Of 
for

usational enquiry write to K
I Manager in any of our.

j Divisions in ENUGU.
kNO. LAGOS or to the

new 
STRUCTURE n RAPID Response ..greater

Add to this, our e> 
workinthefinanc 
banking with an 

'nearly a century
For'ihformation of our branch network, ser­

vices. or other orgam 
the Deputy General 
Administrative Banking 
IBADAN. KADUNA KAf 
Assistant General Manager, 
Corporate Promotions, 
35 Marina. PO Box 5216 
Lagos Phone 665900-20.
London Branch Office: 
29/30. King Street. London. 
EC2V 8EH. TeL 01-606-6411.

EFFICIENCY
responding to the^inanTS L'm,,ed has Add to this, our expenence. the ’argest net- 

a Soc.al needs of the Nmpr.=^a ,conomic work in the financiaisystem. and the security <'
•T<S^s%?Xka ‘M’0" 'm e”S'en“ "
rap'd response to nur%S,r?C‘ured ,0 fac,l*,a,e 
over the Federation CUS,Cmers requests all

process close, to vouta dK's'0n-making ."Palmer yo' r ne^l*'enc>' 
v,ces. advice or rou,,ne banking ser- 
enfleavours-yoo^h??.06 your l»®'ness 
Ou, new structure wh!2.en,'ake advan,a9e 01 
anog.eate.ett.c.eocyatT^s^Sr


