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Governor AbdullahiAdamu ofNasarawa State (right) and AlhajiAminu Dantata, during their courtesy visit to President
Obasanjo at the presidential villa, Abuja ...yesterday.

Bombblasts rockKadu

lor more than two hours
yesterday evening a
serles of bomb blasts
rocked the Dalet Barracks of
the First Division of the
Nigerian Army in Kaduna.
Daily Trust gathered that
the explosion started at about

From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief, Kaduna

5.45 p.m. from the armoury
within the barracks sending
fearful residents from their
homes.

The blast which is rem-

iniscent of the lkeja Canto-
nment incident in Lagos four
years back could be heard
from all over Kaduna town.
As at the time of this
report last night the explo-
sions were continuing and
armed soldiers cordoned off

National Confab: NSCIA decries
Muslims marginalisation

he apex umbrella

organisation of

Muslims in Nigeria,
the Nigerian Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs
(NSCIA), has risen against
the apparent discrimination
and marginalisation of
iMuslims in the selection of
delegates to the national co-
nference on political reforms
which opened in Abuja on
Monday.

The NSCIA, in a letter to
President Obasanjo dated
February 22,2005 signed by
the secretary general, Dr
Abdul-Lateef Adegbite,
faulted the apparent discrim-
ination against Muslims by
the Obasanjo government’s
federal appointments like
ministers, special adv-isers
and ambassadors, and spec-

jifically took exception to the
injustice in the selection of

By Hammeed M. Bello,
Senior Political Reporter \

“In the light ofthe above,
we respectfully urge Your
Excellency to halt the cree-
ping marginalisation of
Nigerian Muslims. In partic-
ular and in the interest of
fairness and to assure the
credibility of the work and
resolutions of the national
conference, Mr President
should as a matter of urg-
ency, reconstitute the mem-
bership and leadership ofthe
conference.”

The NSCIA also said it
would no longer accept the
injustice and lopsidedness in
appointments by the Obas-
anjo government into federal
positions which it said is
targeted at frustrating Mu-
slims and Islam in the
country.

- - Tlvm. Cj-. cOMAMtr> me>=+ op

another Islamic body, the
National Da’awah Coordi-
nation Committee, yesterday
addressed a press confe-
rence in Abuja, decrying
alleged orchestrated design
to subdue Islam which has
already manifested in appoi-
ntments to key positions

Contd. on Pg 2
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the barracks which is not far
from the site of the ongoing
Kaduna International Trade
Fair.

Daily Trust learnt that as
soon as it started the barrack
was evacuated as well as a
mammy market adjoining and
traffic was diverted from
Kawo and surrounding areas.

One ofthe soldiers inter-
view said he does not sus-
pect foul play pointing out
that the excessive heat from
the sun could have trig-
gered offthe explosions.

The new General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of One
Division, General Azzarzi
could not be reached for
comments as a voice on the
phone said he was away dire-
cting affairs at the barracks.

Unconfirmed reports said
four people died and several
buildings were destroyed.

Yadudu
fears failure

ne of the delegates of
the National Political
Reform Conference
representing Kano state,
Professor Auwalu Yadudu
has predicted that the
national conference may not
succeed owing to procedural
and legal complications.
In atelevised programme
of the Nigerian Television

By Jibrin Abubakar,
| Reporter, Foreign Affairs

Live, and monitored in Abuja,
Yadudu said although there
is nothing wrong in coming
together to discuss national
problem but that the prob-
lems of legality, represe.-
ntation and procedure may
render it fruitless.
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EFCC probes PDP officials
over campaign funds

Ilhe Economic and
Financial Crimes
Comme-ission (EFCC),
has interrogated some
national working committee
(NWC), members ofthe Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP),
overa N 10-million donation
it (the party) allegedly recei-
ved from the Bank of the
North (BON) in 2003.

Those who were quizzed,
according to Daily Trust
investigations, include the
national treasurer, Alhaji
Lawan Kereto and the nati-
onal organising secretary,
Alhaji Inuwa Labaran.

The embattled former
managing director of BON,
Alhaji Mohammed Bulama,
had in 2003, with the approval
of the bank’s board of dire-
ctors, donated N 10 million to

naba

Governor Mohammed
Makarfi, in a television broad-
cast to the people of the state,
appealed for calm, assuring
that the situation is under
control.

the PDP as part of its cont-
ribution to the Obasanjo/
Atiku success in the presi-
dential elections of that year.

Inside sources at the
EFCC confihned to Daily
Trust that the commission
had last week interrogated
the PDP national treasurer
and organising secretary,
Alhaji Lawan Kereto and
Inuwa Labaran, over the
transactions which it susp-
ected smacks of corporate
irresponsibility, disregard for
financial accountability and
prudence.

The reliable source said
those quizzed agreed that the
PDP received the money as
alleged, but that they insisted
it was part of a voluntary
donation the party received

Contd. on Pg 2

racks

He said the military aut-
horities were trying to evac-
uate the unexploded ordina-
nces and described the explo-
sions as an unfortunate inci-
dent.

FG proposes 100%
tax on luxury goods

e federal government
has proposed a 100 per
cent increase on Value

By Rueben Yunana, Senior\
Reporter (State House) \

Added Tax (VAT) payablemant of six key Bills to enh-

all luxury consumer goods,
justice minister, Akin Olujimi
(SAN), has said.’

Olujinmi disclosed this
yesterday while briefing
newsmen at the end of the
meeting of the federal
executive council (FEC).

He said the proposal was
part of the recommendation
by the Federal Inland Rev-
enue Service (FIRS) which
also recommended the enact-

ance its operations.

The minister, who gave
highlights of nine proposed
Bills that will soon be sent to
the National Assembly, said
the increase in VAT charges
will affect only those Nige-
rians who have extraordinary
taste for luxury goods.

He did not name the items
that would be affected by the
increase but said that items

Contd. on Pg 2
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from individuals and organi-
sations, which greatly sust-
ains the party’s continued
existence.

The quizzed PDP officials
however agreed to return part
of the money as the investi-
gation advanced and acco-
rding to the EFCC sources,
the investigation into the
matter continues, even as he
clarified that many of those
lquizzed were detained.

The spokesman of the
Iparty and national publicity

{secretary, Barrister Venatius
llkem, denied knowledge of
;the matter and referred, to
jthose said to have been qui-
|zzed whom he said would be
'in a better position to react.

When contacted yeste-
jrday, the national organising
isecretary, Alhaji Inuwa
ILabaran, agreed that he was
Iquizzed sometimes last week

by the EFCC but that he told
'the commission that his

office had no dealings with
financial matters and neither
did he handle financial
matters of the party. He said
his job is that of organising
3jid directed our reporter to
meet the treasurer who will
make clarifications on the
matter.

Several efforts on diffe-
rence days, including cont-
acts by phone to reach the
treasurer failed but acco-
rding to the PDP legal adv-
iser, Col Yohana Madaki
(rtd), who was later conta-
cted, the EFCC has not offic-
ially written the party, alth-
ough he said it came to him
as a rumour. “If anybody
working for the party is
involved in party affairs and
EFCC wants to interrogate
him, they will write the party.
Anything done should be
passed to the party. There is
no formal complaint lodged
to me and there is no matter
like that,” Madaki said.

FG Contd.from Pg 1

likp medicaments, basic
foods and educational mate-
rials would not be affected.

He said that the president
|will soon send an executive
Bill and amendments on nine
areas that directly affects the
smooth function ofthe FIRS
which is seeking autonomy
to hire and fire as well as
;remunerate its workforce.

The minister named other
proposed amendment Bills as
the'personal income tax Act;
the company income tax Act;
abolishment ofthe education
tax Act and the automotive
council Act.

Also foramendment is the
mustoms and excise tariff
consolidation Act and the
amendment of the national
sugar development council
Act, which seeks to abolish
the collection of the sugar
development tax.

including the armed forces
and other sensitive establi-
shments. The committee
therefore called on the leader
of Muslims in Nigeria, His
Eminence, the Sultan of
ISokoto, Alhaji Muhammadu
Maccido, to withdraw the
participation of Muslims in
the ongoing national conf-
erence.

According to the NSCIA
letter to the president, they
lurged him to halt the creeping
marginalisation of Nigerian
Muslims in the interest of
fairness and to ensure the
credibility of the work and
resolutions of the national
conference.

“Mr President should as
a matter of urgency recon-
stitute the membership and
;leadership of the body so as
jto achieve a proper religious
balance between Muslims

President Olusegun Obasanjo

FEC also approvedN756
million forthe supply ofAnti-
retroviral drugs (ARV), to
people living positive (PLP)
with HIV/AIDS.

Health minister, Prof.
Eyitayo lambo, who anno-
unced the approval, stated
that three pharmaceutical
companies; Vaccine Nigeria,
Strike Vital and Hetro Worl-
dwide, were awarded the
contract.

Lambo said that the num-
berofPLPson ARV will incr-
ease during the year follo-
wing the generous approval
of funds by President
Olusegun Obasanjo.

The minister also said
that government was enco-
uraging three pharmaceutical
firms, Evans, Achypharma
and May and Baker that are
engaged in efforts in the local
manufacture of generic
ARVs.

NSC |A Contd.from Pg 1

and Christians in conso-
nance with the established
Nigerian practice in these
matters,” the letter said.

The letter, while comme-
nding the president for the
decision to convene a nati-
onal conference of political
reforms to strengthen econ-
omic and social growth,
however regretted certain
steps by the president which
has dampened the morale of
Nigerian Muslims.

“Specifically, presidential
nominations to the memb-
ership and appointments to
the leadership of the confe-
rence manifests a blatant
religious insolence to the
detriment ofthe Muslims.

According to the statis-
tics in the letter which it
described as “chilling and
unpatatable,” ofthe 46 presi-
dential nominees to the
conference, 29 are Christians
while 17 are Muslims and out
ofthe 20 nominees from the
south, only one is a Muslim
while 19 are Christians.

And out of the total of
382 nominees to the confe-
rence, 217 are Christians
against 165 Muslims. This
gives the Christians two-
third majority. In addition, the
letter said the two principal
officers of the conference,
the chairman and secretary
are Christians.

Daily Trust

undreds of railway
workers wives in
Bauchi, Wednesday
defied the scorching
protest the non payment of
their husband’s salaries and
emoluments by the manage-
ment of the Nigeria Railway
Corporation (NRC).

Dressed mostly in rags
and holding their children,
the women under the ausp-
ices of the Nigerian Asso-
ciation of Railway Women,
pleaded with the Bauchi
state government to inter-
cede on their behalf as they
alleged that they have been
rejected by the society.

Mrs Uza Uloba, spokes-
woman of the group, expl-
ained that the NRC has not
paid their husband’s salaries
and other emoluments in the
past six months, which she

said has resultant effects on :

them as they cannot feed
properly while some their chi-
Idren have developed stra-
nge illness due to malnu-
trition.

“For six months now,
salaries and pensions of 27
months have not been paid
to our husbands and some of
our members who are railway
workers”, she said, adding
that “ the corporation has
made things worse for some
ofour family members. They
have beerf driven away from

their official quarters and |

some of our men have
developed stroke”.
Consequently, she asked

the Bauchi state government |

to intervene before “we
perish”.

“Help us. Let them pay
our husbands their sweat,
their entitlements. Somebody
has worked for months and
has been suffering. Why
should we continue suffe-
ring?” she queried.

Mrs Uloba, while reve-
aling their pathetic situation,

“We hasten to observe
that never in the history of
Nigeria have the Muslims
been treated so inequitably,”
the letter said.

“Viewed against the
background of recent appoi-
ntment of ministers, advisers,
special assistants, ambas-
sadors, heads of federal
parastatals, security outfits
and service chiefs, the lopsi-
dedness in the membership
and leadership ofthe national
conference confirms a
pattern of religious discrim-
ination against the Muslims
which is most disturbing in a
country whose constitution
enhances the fundamental
rights of Nigerians.

Addressing newsmen
yesterday, the acting coord-
inator of National Dawah
Coordination Committee,
Ishag Kunle Sanni, towed the
same line- with the NSCIA,
adding that it was an affront
on Muslims.

“The purpose of this
press briefing is to let the
world know that President
Obasanjo’s Christianisation
agenda may lead to the end
of this country if nothing is
done to call him to order. It is
also meant to searchlight this
odious trend which did not
start with the composition of
the national confab but since
the genesis of his second
term in office,” he said and
described it as sadistic.

Thursday, February 24, 2005

Rail workers’ wives protest
*"'hon-payment of husbands’ salaries

explained the one of their
husbands lost the battle of
his life last week, “because
he could not afford five
hundred naira”.

“We are rejected by the
society. Ifwe go to the market
to buy some provisions,
nobody would sell itto us on
credit because they know
that they will not get their
money at the end of the
month.

“Please daddy help us.
We are peace loving Nige-
rians. We are not here for
violence and we will never
engage anything violence,

;From Tashikalmah Hallah, {
| Correspondent, Bauchi j

but we need your assistance.

“Let them pay our husb-
ands..Look at our children,
they have developed kwash-
iorkor and malnutrition. We
cannot take them to the hos-
pital because we have no
money, we are at your mercy,
please help us,” she conc-
luded.

Alhaji Abdulmalik Mah-
mood, Deputy Governor of
Bauchi state while sympa-
thising with the women,
explained that the state

government will try and see j
that justice is done to them.

According to him, the ;
state can only advise and try
to persuade the NRC sinc/yt
is a federal governigjjpt
parastal to pay its worKers I
their entitlements, stressing
that, “I share your plights. Its |
too bad. We will try our best |
to see that the federal gover-j
nment acts very fast to see j
that justice is done to your
husbands”.

However, he cautioned |
them to always be peacefull
as this is the only way that i
demands can be made.

Union Bank targets NIOObn capitalisation
..0Opens London Subsidiary

Ihe group managing
T director of Union Bank

Nigeria Pic, Dr.
Godwin Oboh, has revealed
that the bank is targeting
N 100 billion capitalisation in
the next few months, just as
he disclosed that the bank
has incorporated its London
Operations making it a full
fledged subsidiary.

The GMD who made this
revelation at the occasion of
the presentation of the new
subsidiary, (Union Bank UK
pic) to the Nigerian business
community, said although the
bank is currently at the fore-

front of the consolidation, it.

is still making efforts to get
some banks together to
become abigger bank.

“We are nota bank 0fN40
billion capitalisation,” he
said, “in the next few months
we will be a bank of N 100
billion capitalisation.”

This, he said, will enable
the bank to remain at the fore-

He reminded that one of
the contrasts is the National
Assembly’s rejection of the
appropriation of fund for the
confab, adding that the conf-
erence also put to question
the usefulness of the Natio-
nal Assembly.

According to him, the
conference might have bec-
ome necessary given the
inability of the members of
the National Assembly to
make amendments and corr-
ect the lopsidedness in the
1999 constitution.

“To me the conference is
an indictment of the entire
administration,” he said.

Speaking also at the
interview session, Dr Tonje
Abayomi, a legal practitioner,
said the government should
be commended as it moves

By AnasA. Galadima
Reporter (Business)

front in the banking industry
as well as enable it provide
better services to its teeming
customers.

Meanwhile, the Union
Bank, Nigeria Pic’s London
branch has now been incorp-
orated into a full fledged
subsidiary of its own with the
name Union Bank UK pic.

According to the GMD,
the new London subsidiary
has a capitalisation of $60
million (about N8billion) and
that they do intend to raise
its capitalisation to N25
billion in the near future.

“With this”, he said, “we
now have a bank that is
supposed to match any bank
in the UK. That means more
work and responsibility for
us.”

He commended custo-
mers ofUnion Bank for stan-
ding by the bank over the.

Yadudu contd. from Pg1

Nigeria a bit further.

“The validity would be
determined to the end. There
is nothing extra-ordinary
about calling a nation to
discussion. No nation or
government can solve all its
problems,” he added.

The reform conference
has been adjourned to next
Monday after its maiden
session on Monday.

At the opening session,
President Olusegun Obas-
anjo had warned that “not-
hing should be done to und-
ermine our national integrity
and sovereignty or weaken
our national cohesion.”

He said the purpose of
the conference was to
discuss and reach consensus

years adding that “in intern-
ational business, those who
do business with us know
that we do better than the
high street banks in the
United Kingdom.

“This”,Je said, “is beca-
use we as a bank in the UK
understand Nigerians better
than the banks in UK.”

Speaking at the occasion
earlier, the chairman, UBN
Pic, Prof. Musa Gella Yakubu,
explained the reasons for the
incorporation of.the new
subsidiary, saying, “we real-
ised that if you want to do
business in the UK and you
want to do all transactions
from Nigeria, it will cause
delay. So we are introducing
this new bank located in Lon-
don to serve its customers.”

Union Bank Nigeria
commenced operations in
the city of London in 1983 by
establishing a branch which
has now been incorporated
into a full fledged subsidiary
after about 22 years of
operations as a branch.

on aspect of governance,j
arrangement for reinforcing 1
the unity, cohesion stability,
security progress, develo-
pment and performance of
the Nigerian federation.

Earlier 57 members ofthe
House of Representatives
who wentto court seeking an
injunction to restrain the
president from convening
the national conference was
withdrawn, saying that thatl
does not mean that the house
is throwing its weight behind
the conference.

While Muslims and the
north raised eyebrow over
what they described as mar-
ginalisation in the leadership
of the conference, Dr Bala
Usman, Professor Wole
Soyinka and Chief Anthony
Enahoro rejected their
nomination.

Two Sierra-Leonean amputees
fault Charles Taylor’s asylum

wo Sierra Leone
amputees yesterday
said that the asylum

for the respondents to say
that they had not violated the
fundamental human rights of

granted the former Libetiamplaintiffs.

president, Mr. Charles Taylor,
violated established principle
ofthe administrative law and
should be revoked.

The plaintiffs, David
Anyale and Emma Egbena,
represented by their counsel,
Mr. Tunde Faybonunwu,
prayed the court to apply its
discretionary powers to
review the asylum granted to
Mr. Taylor.

At the resumed heating
of the suit yesterday, the
plaintiffs, through their cou-
nsel, said that it was relevant

He said, “the fact that the
stationary power is discret-
ionary does not render the
court from its exercise ofthe
court’s supervisory jurisd-
iction through the process of
judicial review granted to
Taylor.

He listed three circum-
stances which exists to warr-
ant the review and revoc-
ation of the asylum granted
to Mr. Taylor, which include
a situation where the auth-
ority tasked with statutory
discretion did not take into

consideration all matters that
was pertinent before gran-
ting tne asylum.
Fagbonunwu said that
the federal government
ignored deliberately vital
matters that the governing
statute on the asylum ought
to be taken before Taylor will
be allowed to stay in Nigeria.
He noted that the federal
ovemment allowed itselfto
e misguided by irrelevant
matters when it granted the
asylum to Taylor.
Fagbohunwu added that
government did not act
reasonably and disregarded
the due process and rule of
law when the asylum was
granted
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National Confat: NGErarsgeek s

| t’s Obasanjo’s self-suc
cession agenda’

Hassan Yusuf, Lugbe,
Abuja: Well! My opinion on
the Aational dialogue or con-

| ference is that the whole ex-
ercise is a contraption hur-
riedly put by Mr. President
perhaps for the self-succes-
sion agenda that has been
speculated by Nigerians.

| I don’t think the president
truly wants Nigeria and Ni-

jgerians to have a genuine
national conference. Because
| I am of the belief that the
| president will tinker with
what might be the outcome
of the conference. And that
means the whole thing will be
an exercise in futility.

‘1t will strengthen
Nigeriaddemocracy’

Alhaji Mahmud Tanko a
Kano state, businessman,
Kubwa, Abuja: | think the
national conference is a wel-
come idea because it will go
a long way to strengthen the
nation’s democracy. The
conference to my mind is
timely and it will achieve the

| objectives for which it was
i formed, it is capable of dis-
uniting Nigerians”.

Mr. Gabriel Moses,
Gwarimpa, Abuja: | am afraid
and very sceptical about the

i whole thing. The conference
will cause chaos in the coun-
|try because everybody
wants to make sure that he
or she gets the best share of

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Labour Correspondent

the nation’s resources. And
the conference is an avenue
to table that kind of senti-
ments. So, | look at the whole
exercise as capable of dis-
uniting the people of this
great country.

‘INational Conference is
notgoodfor democracy ”

Ibrahim Inuwa: My opin-
ion on this national confer-
ence is that the federal gov-
ernment is trying to destroy
the fabrics that hold this na-
tion. The conference is not
good at all for the survival of
democracy in this country.

Again, it appears that the
convener of the conference
has a hidden agenda because
from all indications, the con-
ference is planned to achieve
certain objectives ofthe con-
vener.

‘Conference is undemo-
cratic ’

Abigail Ezera: The na-
tional conference being
sponsored by the federal
government to my mind, is
undemocratic because the
whole thing is a usurpation
of the constitutional respon-
sibilities of members of the
National Assembly.

I learnt that the National
Assembly refused to ap-
prove the budget for the con-
ference because ordinarily,
the things that will be dis-

cussed at the conference can
be handled by members ofthe
National Assembly without
additional cost to govern-
ment.

Another thing that makes
the conference undemocratic
is the use of unbudgeted
public funds to sponsor a
conference that will be of no
use to the generality of Ni-
gerians.

‘Will it bringfood to the
poor mans table? ’

Micheal Ogaba, Mpape
village, Abuja The questions
| want to ask is, will the con-
ference bring food to the
poor man’s table? Ifthe con-
ference is designed to help
there common man in the
long run, then | am in sup-
port of it. But if it is not for
the overall interest of the
common man, | am not in
support of it. That ismy opin-
ion on the national political
reform conference.

‘Conference will unite
Nigerians ’

Habiba Anas, Garki,
Abuja: My opinion on this
national conference is that is
will unite Nigerians. There are
a lot of issues that we need
to sit down and discuss.

As a people, we have a
right under the constitution
of this country to meet and
discuss any issue under the
sun in order to move the
country forward.

'Its a waste ofresources,

Vice president Atiku Abubakar exchanging greetings with the FCT Minister Mallam Nasir Ahmed el-
Rufai, the sports minister Col. Musa Mohammed and the information minister Chief Chukwuemeka

Chikelu during the FEC meeting held at the State House Abuja...yesterday.

Pix: Joe Oroye

200 coys raise N567 bn from
capital market-SEC

er 200 companies in
rious sectors have
ised overN567.8 bil-

ion from the capital mamg

between 1981 anti 2004, Di-
rector-General ofthe Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC), Mallam MusaAl-
Faki, said.

He said at the 26thKaduna
International Trade Fair yes-
terday that this was accessed
through the primary market
while secondary market pro-
vided liquidity for 207 com-
panies quoted on the stock
exchange which had a mar-
ket capitalisation ofN 1.93 tril-
lion as at January 31,2005.

Mallam Al-Faki who was
represented by Mr. Sylvester
Akele. SEC director, research
and market development.

From Sani Babadoko in
Kaduna

gsures to support com-
merce and industry ranging
from streamlining rules and
regulations guiding the issue
of surveillance and monitor-
ing ofthe market.

He said the efforts of the
commission and other stake-
holders over the years have
enhanced the role of the Ni-
gerian Capital Market as a
source of long-term ingest-
ible funds, especially for in-
dustry and infrastructure.

He said to ensure trans-
parency the commission in
collaboration with the Corpo-
rate Affairs Commission,
launched the code corporate
governance in 2003.

cipline in the market, the
commission reviewed and re-
constituted the Administra-
tion Proceedings Committee
(APC), in 1999 to adjudicate
over disputes arising from the
market and also instrumental
in setting up the Investment
and Securities Tribunal (1ST)
in 2003.

-We said the commission
is also working to create the
requisite environment for the
effective operation ofthe es-
tablishment of the commod-
ity exchange (COMEX) and
Capital Trade Points (CTPS).

The SEC, he said, has
also encouraged the devel-
opment of the venture capi-
tal which is specifically
geared to finance small and
medium scale companies and
has therefore put in place the
necessary rules to regulate

energy

Saratu Abdullahi, Jabi,
Abuja: If you look at the
whole thing critically, you
will agree with me that this
national conference is going
to be a waste of resources,
energy and time.

I thing priorities of Nige-
rians does not go beyond
qualitative education, good
health, facilities and roads
that are not death traps.
These are the basic things
that our leaders failed to pro-
vide for us. So, this confer-
ence is nothing but a diver-
sion.

‘Conference will tackle
problems of ethnicity, reli-
gion ’

Venda Shiakut Amos,
Wouse 11, Abuja: My opinion
about the national confer-
ence is that it will be an av-
enue to discuss the issues of
ethnicity and religious differ-
ences that have always been
a source of worry to Nigeri-
ans.

I believe that delegates to
the national conference will
discuss issues of national
integration, nation-building,
peace and stability. So, the
conference is timely and itwill
put an end to the problems
facing this country.

‘We need education not
conference’

Balaraba Ismail, Apo vil-
lage, Abuja: Ithink what we
need most in this country is
education not conference.
The money budgeted for the
conference should have been
channelled to the education
sector of the nation’s
economy to address the prob-
lems of incessant strike ac-

tion by lecturers in tertiary
institutions and teachers in
primary and post primary
schools.

‘Conference is designed

to weaken the north's
strength ’
Nuhu Mohamemd,

Blantyre Street, Wuse Il
Abuja: Mr. President isjeal-
ous of the strength of the re-
gion that voted massively for
him in 1999. Now that he
wants to perpetuate himself
in power, he is employing all
tactics to weaken the strength
of the north, which is more
politically active than the
other regions.

Idon’t think the president
is really interested about the
unity of this country be-
cause, his appointment of
political office holders is bi-
ased.

In fact, everything about
the present government is
more disposed towards the
Yorubas. So, the national
conference is one ofthe struc-
tures that the president is
putting in place to perpetu-
ate himselfin power.

» 1t isa gimmick’

Chukwuemeka John,
Zone 7, Abuja: We should
not deceive ourselves on this
national conference because
the exercise is a gimmick. In
fact, the conference should
be tagged “Obasanjo’s con-
ference” because all things
that will be discussed at the
conference will not have posi-
tive impact on the lives ofthe
ordinary Nigerian like you
and me.

The whole thing is just a
waste of the tax payers
money.

From Hir Joseph,
| Correspondent (Makurdi)
ecturers-in both the
University of Agricul
ture (UAM) and Benue

State University, (BSU), in

Makurdi, yesterday joined
their counterparts in both
federal and state Universities
nation-wide to observe the
on-going three day warning
strike.

The two chapters of the
Academic Staff Union of
Universities (ASUU), rose
from respective meetings
yesterday when they passed
resolutions to that effect.

Daily Trust could not
reach the chapter chairman,
Dr. Ona of UAM and Dr. Jo-
seph Kerkei®of BSU respec-
tively for comments. How-
ever, other members who vol-
unteered information to
Daily Trust said the decision
tojoin their counterparts na-
tion-wide received unani-
mous approval from mem-
bers. "

They said their resolution
was justified by the federal
government’s refusal to fully
implement the ASUU/FGN
agreement ofJune 30,2001.

The- federal
government’s refusal to re-
view the agreement, accord-
ing to them, was another step
that will negation affect the
country’s education system

One killed as hunters raze
Wase settlement

thno-religious crisis

was averted weekend

when a group of ban-
dits who razed a Fulani
settlement in Mavo, Wase
local government area of
Plateau state, turned out to be
hunters.

One person was Killed
and goods estimated at over
N2 million destroyed in the
make while several people
were arrested by policemen
and soldiers stationed to keep
peace in the area following
last year’s conflict.

Ittook the intervention of
the chairman of Wase local
government council, Alhaji
Saidu Musa and his counter-
part in Langtang north, Mr.
Amos Kumtal, to convince
people of the state that what
happened last Saturday was
not an ethnic or religious
conflict but a group of hunt-
ers who engaged in bush
burning while searching for
game.

While narrating what
happened, leader of the
Fulanis, Ardo IsaAbdu, said
the hunters numbering about

From Jibril Daudu,
Correspondent Jos

during bush burning, fire
spread to the settlement and
burnt huts Killing one person
and destroying goods which
he estimated at over N2 mil-
lion.

He confirmed that it was
not the first time that the
hunters had come to the ar-
eas to hunt for game.

He commended the
chairman of Langtang north,
from whose domain the
hunters came, for his prompt
action and condolence visit
to the Fulani settlement and
pledged that they would not
tamper with the peace in the
area.

In his remarks, the chair-
man of Langtang North
warned that anyone caught
burning bushes while hunt-
ing would face the wrath of
the law including those al-
ready arrested.

While sympathising with
the Fulanis over the incident,
the chairman said he learnt
ofthe incident from security
agents who came to inform

him at about 11 p.m. He said
he immediately went along
with the security agents to
see the suspects arrested by
the army in the area.

He said he would hence-
forth deal decisively with
anybody caught burning the
bush in his domain and that
he would liaise with his Wase
counterpart to find ways to
compensate the Fulanis.

The Wase local govern-
ment chairman who was rep-
resented by his deputy, urged
the people to desist from
spreading rumours regarding
what happened because it
had no religious undertones.

He assured that adequate
measure, were being put in
place to protect people’s
lives and properties and ad-
vised them to report move-
ments of suspicious people to
the appropriate authorities.

The officer commanding
the peace keeping troops in
the area also allayed the fears
of the fulanis and assured
them ofadequate protection.
“My officers arrested the
hunters which is to show you
our commitment to your
safety,” he further assured.
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Abia state Governor, Dr. Orji Uzor Kalu making a speech when he paid courtesy call on
;Sultan ofSokoto, Alhaji Muhammadu Maccido at his palace ..recently

Resign now, Speaker

tells NAS

if attpntling thp bpening

session of the national

onference on political
Ir8for@hs, Speaker of the
Bauchi State House of
IAssembly, Alhaji Tanko
Ibrahim Jallam, has asked the
leadership of the national
Assembly to

resign their posts for
Ibetraying the legislators.

Alhaji Jallam in an
interview with Daily Truston
| Tuesday, explained that he
was “highly disappointed” in
|the leadership ofthe National
Assembly, who chose to
| attend the opening ceremony
|of the conference despite
presiding over a House which
|had earlier denounced the
| conference.

According to him, “both
|the Senate and the House of
Representatives passed a
resolution condemning the
convocation of the
conference and they even
refused to appropriate money
to it, yet the leadership

of the National Assembly
were there, cheering
president Obasanjo while
declaring open the
conference. W hat
hypocrisy!” he added.

“The Speaker was there,
the Senate President was
there. All the leadership ofthe
National Assembly were
there clapping for the
president when he was
reading his speech. What
were they clapping for? Were
they happy that the president
has constituted a conference
to take over theirjob? I think
this is a shame for the country
and democracy and the
leadership of the National
Assembly should apologise
to Nigerians and resign their
posts”.

He said that both the
Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Alhaji
Masari and the president of
the Senate, Adolphus Wabara,
symbolize democracy, and
“are being hailed by the
people when both the Senate

and the House refused to
recognize the legitimacy of
the conference, but their
presence at the opening
ceremony was a slap on the
face of democracy”.

He also explained that “I

™ AN
From Tashikalmah'Hallah.

Corespondent Bauchi

was there at the opening
ceremony, and there was
nothing in the president’s
speech to warrant the
conference at the first place,
talkless of spending our
money.

“All those things that the
President has highlighted are
things that have been said
before and the National
Assembly can handle them
even better. To me, this
conference is another way of
promoting corruption in this
country”.

The Speaker of the House
of Assembly also called on
President Obasanjo J;0 make

APGAJefies CNPP, a

confab

(ontrary to directives by
the Conference of
‘Nigerian -Political
Parties (CNPP), for its
members to stay away from
the national political reform
conference , the All
Progressive Grand Alliance
(APGA), yesterday said it
will attend the confab.
Chairman of the party,
Chekwas Okorie, who
disclosed this at APGA’s
secretariat in Abuja, said his
party was not bound by
CNPPs decision, adding that
there was never a time a
unanimous  resolution to
boycott was adopted.
Okorie, who said CNPP
chairman, Abdulkadir
Balarabe Musa, had
protested his (Okorie’s)
nomination to the confab to
the secretary to the
government of the
federation, added that APGA
has right to dissent.
“Balarabe Musa
petitioned the SGF and said
no CNPP member will
participate in the conference,
therefore 1 was not qualified
to participate. To this |
replied that APGA has never
ceded its registration to
CNPP and that there was
never a time we agreed to
stay away from the
conference,” he said.
Okorie also explained
that the convocation of a

leadership

public the recommendations
of the previous committee
reports on the proposed
amendment of the
constitution if “he is
genuinely in love with the
country and does not have
any hidden agenda”.
Although a PDP member,
Alhaji Jallam explained that
the central government has
succeeded in promoting
corruption, insecurity in the
country and mass
unemployment and advised
that the government should
have concentrated on
addressing issues bordering
on unemployment,
corruption, insecurity, rather
than engaging in wastefull

ends

By Habeeb I Pindiga.
Political Reporter
conference was in APGA’s
manifesto and therefore the
party has no reason to
boycott this confab inspite of

its flaws.

In any case, he said , his
nomination was not through
the CNPP, but that it was
because he was chairman of
the fourth largest political
party.

Explaining attempts to stop
him from the confab, Okorie
said APGA’s break-away
faction also petitioned the
SGF on the grounds that the
chairman has been expelled.

This, he said, led the SGF
to write the Independent
National Electoral
Commission (INEC),which
promptly responded by
saying that Okorie was the
authentic APGA chairman.

He said he was also
quizzed by the State Security
Services (SSS), where he
was accused of championing
secession of a Biafra nation.
This, Okorie said, was not
true, as he has always
believed in Nigeria’s unity.

Following INEC and SSS
clearance, Okorie said he will
participate in the conference
to seek ways of making
Nigeria better.

On the mumblings in the
party, - the chairman
announced an across board
amnesty to all those expelled,
but added that they could not
reclaim their leadership
positions in the party.

NULGE
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LG autonomy

r m Vie general secretary of
tpe Nigeria Union of

A@ Pocal Government
Employees (NULGE),
Comrade Abdulkadir A;
Salam, said yesterday that
the union will canvass for
local government autonomy
at the national political
reform conference.

Comrade Salam who is
also a delegate to the
conference representing the
Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC), said that the union
will re-examine the set backs
of local government
administration with a view
to make them independent
of manipulations by other
tiers of government.

According to him, the
present local government
structure was brought under
what he referred to as “ the
whims and caprices of state
government?’ s
administration.”

“We are going to re-
examine the omission of local
government in the
constitution at the national
political reform conference.
The federal and state
governments are operating
independently of each other.
But the local government
administration is brought
under the whims and caprices
of state government’s
administration.

“The local government

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Labour Reporter

which is the grassroots
government is not allowed to
manage its resources
properly. This is retarding
development projects and the
success oflocal government

administrations in the
country,” he said.
Comrade Salam also

disclosed that the joint state/

‘Ticanvass

-Scribe

local government account
not properly adhered to
most state governors and that
the union will canvass its
abolition at the conference.

He also called on the
federal government to
establish local government
services commission to
address the problems of local
governments across the
country.

Speaker says

confab

IS long

over due

Ilhe Speaker of the

Plateau State House

of Assembly, Chief
Simon Lalong, says theron-
going national conference
was long over due.

Speaking to the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN),
on Tuesday in Jos, Lalong
said this was because
Nigerians were yearning for
dialogue.

According to him, the
president means well for the
unity of the country by
organising the conference.

He said that the conference
of northern Speakers had
long opposed the much-
talked about sovereign
national conference.

Lalong said the speakers
believe in the corporate
existence of the country.

Lalong stated that the state
assembly did not have, any !
inputs in the nomination of
the state’s delegates but
believes that those nominated
by government were capable
of giving good |
representation.

Alhaji Shehu Usman Aliyu Shagari

Nigeria’s former President; Alhaji Shehu Shagari will by the special grace
of God mark his 80'i birthday anniversary on Friday, February 25, 2005.
This is a moment ofjoy for the elder statesman who has meritoriously

served the nation with utmost humility and sincerity.

To commemorate the landmark event, Media Trust Limited, the publishers
of Daily and Weekly Trust will publish a special publication
Of tributes to this venerable leader and gentleman.

We invite individuals, organisations, business political associates,
governments and people of Nigeria to send felicitations and goodwill
messages to this man of honour.

For enquiries and booking of space, please call the Special Projects on
the following Nos: 0803-703-8663, 0804-214-5839, 0803-503-9527,
0804-334-1144, 0803-317-5421, 0802-849-4170 or 09-6720346.

Management
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Religious leaders meet over
peace In Jos

ot fewer than 40
Christians and
Islamic religions

:leaders converged in Jos

yesterday to brainstorm on
ihow to manage conflicts and
find lasting peace in Plateau
and Kaduna states.

The religious leaders will

arley for three days in a
meworkshop organised by a
|non-governmental organisa-
tion'(NGO), International
jCentre for Gender and Social
Research (Inter-Gender).

Organisers of the meeting
|said participants would be

imbued with the capacity to
mediators of
conflicts in their respective
Icommunities.

During the three-day meet,
|the religious leaders would be
taken through conflicts
handling techniques,
processes of negotiations
and building relationships
among various communities.

Executive Director of Inter-
Gender, Professor David
| Ityaver, said religious leaders
have important roles to play
in conflict resolution because
their followers take them

From Jibril Dauda,
Regional Editor

seriously and command
respect even outside their
societies. They should
therefore lead the peace
crusades and understanding
in the country and be vehicles
for peace-making.

Participants spoke on how
to achieve lasting peace in
Plateau and Kaduna states
that have been affected by
ethho-religious crises in
recent times.

they drew a connection
between poverty and
conflicts, pointing out that
people whose basic needs are
not met are capable of
generating energy that can
bring about conflicts.

They also suggested that
victims of conflicts in Yelwan
Shendam should be
counselled, and convinced to
return to their homes.

Meanwhile, although
Christian and Muslim leaders
have signed a peace treaty to
signify an end to all hostilities

Farmers Fulani clash
claims 10 lives

rmers and Fulani clash
has again claimed 10 lives
Taura local government

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

area of Jigawa state Tuesdaylallamawa, Tauraand Gunka.

few weeks after a similar
incident claimed more than 12
inRingim.

Daily Trust learnt that a
group of Fulani herdsmen
moving with over 500 cows
invaded several villages
destroying farmlands, houses
and other properties.

Reports fromthe area further
revealed that about five villages
were destroyed by the invading
Fulanis believedto be travelling
from the Niger Republic.

Officials of the local
lauthorities gave reporters
definite number of the death
|that affected Darmanawa,

on retutes death o
General Adisa

e Kwara state
commissioner for health,
Dr. Bola Olaosebikan

Two people were killed in
Darmanawa, two killed in
Mallamawar Taura and two
killed in Gunka.

Additional information
revealed that one person was
equally killed in Taura, three in
Zangon Kanya while others
sustained injuries.

The state’s commissionerof
social security, Alhaji Saflyanu
Jahun, confinned the incidents
and decried the attitudes of
traditional rulers in the area for
their inability to alert the
governmenton time.

He said such could have
averted the continuous loss of
lives and properties in the area.

Already, a detachment of
mobile policemen were
deployed to the area to forestall

loss of more lives and
properties.
Daily Trust can

authoritatively reveal that the

i yesterday dismissed rumegfginuous clashes between

of former works and housing
minister, Major-General Abdul-
karim Adisa’s death in Britain.
| Fielding questions from
newsmen at Ibadan Government
House, llorin on state of health
| ofGeneral Adisawhowas flown
iabroad following a ghastly
motor crash on Oro-Oke-
Onigbinroad, last Saturday, Dr.
Olaosebikan said the General is
still alive and “we are in touch
every hour,” with the Chief
Medical Director of Unilorin
Teaching Hospital, Dr. Suleiman
Kuranga who is staying with
| him in London.
“lam involved ingetting him
|out of Nigeria, and up till
|yesterday (Tuesday), | still
| know he was okay, and alive and
around 4 p.m., | was informed
he was on hisway to the theatre
| for operation. So as at lastnight
Iwas not told that anything has
happened,” Dr. Olaosebikan
iadded.

The commissioner said
General Adisa had undergone
both minor and major
operations, explaining that the
minor operation was to enable
him have enough oxygen pass
through his air track and
prevent blockage.

farmers and Fulani in the state
has claimed more than 50 lives
thisyear, forcing governmentto
establish a committee to
prevention the clashes.

in the area at the weekend, the
paramount ruler of Geomai,-
Hubert Shaldas Il, has
refused to accept all apology
tendered to him by the Yelwa
community.

He cited "insults and
humiliations he suffered inthe
hands of the Hausa
community before and
during lastyear’s conflict.

According to him, he had
been humiliated severally in
the last few years by the
Hausa community in Yelwa
who he alleged, called him
“sarkin arna" meaning,
*‘chiefo finfidels” whenever
he passes through the town
to his farm.

After much persuasions by
the state governor, Chief
Joshua Dariye and Interfaith
Mediation Committee, orga-
nisers ofthe Yelwa Shendam
Peace Demonstration, the
paramount ruler conceded
that he has forgiven
everybody who had offended
him. He, however, pledged to
watch the “miscreants’ in
Yelwa town as to whether
they had changed their
attitude towards his stool or

RATTAWU
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Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Hon. Usman Bugaje, Hon. Adeyeye and Hon. Binta
Goje, during the public hearing on Domestic Obligation and Implementation of International
Treaties ratified by Nigeria, held at the National Assembly Complex, Abuja... recently.
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M.D. Yu_sufu vs Obasanjo
Election tribunal set to hear

lhe presidential elec-
I tions petition
tribunal will be

reconstituted to hear the

suspends

nationwide strike

<he Radio, Television,
T Theatre and Arts

Workers e Union
(RATTAWU), has suspended
its planned nationwide strike
action following agreements
with the federal governmenton
how best to address the
concerns of workers in the
broadcast sector ofthe nation’s
economy.

It would be recalled that
RATTAWU. in collaboration
with the Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ), and the
Amalgamated Union of Public
Corporations, Civil Service,
Technical and Recreational
Services Employees
(AUPCTRE), gave the federal
government a strike notice on
the issue of the the non-
implementation ofmonetisation
and fringe benefits in
parastatals/agencies funded by
the government.

President of RATTAWU,
Comrade SalihuA. Dembos, told
labour reporters that the union
decided to suspend the strike
action due to federal
government’s commitment to

Students say treatment of
corrupt officials selective

lhe Nigerian Students
T Coalition for Sustai-

nable Democracy
(NSCD), has described as
“selective”, the treatment of
some govem-ment officials in
mihe fight against corruption.

The body said this in a
statement in Dutse on
Tuesday, noting that “such
selective treatment of corrupt
officials casts doubt on the
efforts of government and
remains a threat to
democracy”.

Its national coordinator, Mr
Atiku Abubakar, and Secretary,
Mr Daniel Okpanachi, who
signed the statement,
expressed concern over what
they termed  “gradual
promotion of corrupt officials
by the government.”

“Such an attitude is
however, contrary to the spirit
of government’s war against
corruption,” the statement
said.

The students urged the
federal governmentnot only to
distance itselffrom such public
officers, but also to commence
immediate inves-tigations ofall
former leaders with a view to
punisne those found to have
corruptly enriched themselves.

The measure, they noted,
will serve as good an example
and a warning to others.

The NSCD demanded the
immediate release of Maj.
Hamza al-Mustapha and others
“in the spirit of national
reconciliation and forgive-
ness”.

By Abdullahi M. GuUoma,
Labour Reporter

solve the problem amicably.

He said that if any mistake
the federal government delays
the implementation of the
agreement reached between it
and the trade unions,
RATTAWU would go on strike
without notice.

The federal government and
the trade unions, after
exhaustive deliberations at a
meeting held at the instance of
the Secretary to the
Government of the Federation
(SGF), ChiefUfot Ekaette and
the minister of labour and
productivity, Dr. Hassan
Muhammad Lawal, agreed on
the following terms.

“That the monetisation
policy of the federal
government extends to all
parastatals funded by the
federal governmentas itapplies
to the core civil service in
keeping with the provisions of
circularwith reference number
HCSF/SW/HM/H/021/S.829/T
of December 15, 2003 and
salaries, wages commission
circular with reference number
SWC/S/04/S.167/126 of 12th
February, 2004.

“All such parastatals would
submit the financial cost of
monetisation to the federal
ministry of labour and
productivity for collation and
submission to the budget
office within one week.

“The budget office would
quantify the amount and
present same to Mr.
President, Commander-in-
Chiefofthe Armed Forces of
Nigeria. The government will
source for funds and pay as
agreed.

“Implementation will be
effected as soon as the
National Assembly approves.
The budget office will ensure
that the submission will be
made to the National
Assembly on or before 31¢0f
March, 2005.”

From Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor
petition of Alhaji M.D.
Yusuf challenging the re-
election of President

Olusegun Obasanjo.

The presiding judge of
the tribunal, Justice Isa
Ayo Salami, said three new
judges will be appointed to
fill the vacancy seats, one
was created by the exit of
Justice O.0. Obadina,
another vacancy will exist
by another judge who is to
retire by March, while
Justice Mahmud
Muhammed may  be
elevated to the Supreme
Court to fill the vacancy
created by Justice Uthman
Mohammed, from Kebbi
State, who retires on
Monday.

He therefore fixed April 15
for definite hearing of the
petition, which he said
shall be on a daily basis at
the Court of Appeal.

The panel that heard the
petition of Governor
Muhammadu Buhari was
dissolved to pave way for
a new panel to hear the
second petition, which was
yet to be heard.

Alhaji M.D. Yusuf, who

contested the 2003:
presidential elections on
the ticket ofthe Movement |
for Democracy and Justice
(MDJ), is challenging the
Independent National
Electoral Commission
(INEC), results declared for
President Obasanjo as the
winner of the 2003
presidential election.
When the case came up
yesterday, Abiodun Jelili
Owonikoku, who appeared
for Alhaji Yusuf, said his
witnesses were already in
court while he was ready to
proceed with the case.

But Chief Ghboyega
Awomolo (SAN), who
appeared for President

Obasanjo, raised an objection
to the facts that the petition
was disjointed since the
Supreme Court had already
struck out some paragraphs
from it, saying that the
petitioner’s counsel ought to
put all his claims together
before the court begins
adjudication.

Justice Salami, who
presided over the petition and
who agreed with the argument
of Awomolo, however hinted
that the panel will still have to
be reconstituted because ofa
member who had retired and
another to retire by March this
year.

Polio inmunisation

kicks off

ie NationarProgramme
T ten Immunisation
(I'n P 1)

has scheduled the first
round of National
Immunisation Days (NIDs)
for Saturday, February 26, to
March 1,2005 in all the states
and the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT).

A statement by the
director, communication and
essential services, Hajia
W.O. Giwa made available to
Daily Trust, said this phase
of the house-to-house polio
immunisation exercise is the
last effort to interrupt the
transmission of wild polio

virus and eradicate
poliomyelitis by the end of
this year.

The statement advised
mothers and caregivers to

Saturday

By Sunday Ejike
Benjamin, Health Reporter

welcome vaccinators into
their homes to ensure that all
children aged 0-59 months
are reached with two drops
of the oral polio vaccines
during the period of the
house-to-house
immunisation imple-
mentation.

Hajia Giwa pointed out that
itis by doing that, “we would
be extending to our children
their God-given right to
survival.”

The NPI director of
communication and es-sential
services in the statement,
called on all and sundry to
collaborate in this final push
to kick polio out of Nigeria,
Africa and the world.
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Nigeria’s Finest Hour Ofregionalism and political confab

rmyselfas atruly

. ged witness of
J s I was there live
at  the International
Conference Centre, Abuja,
venue of the inauguration of
the National Political
Reforms Conference which
took place last Monday.

I was able to capture, first
hand, the mood of the
delegates. And this mood
was set, principally, by
President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s speech and the
response, on behalf of the
delegates, by conference
chairman, Justice Niki Tobi.

Many Obasanjo watchers
who have often complained
that his speeches are often
dry without any quotable
quotes, will certainly agree
that the one he gave
inaugurating this conference
was a major departure from
his usuals.

Although long, it was not
tedious or tortuous. | also
noted that this one was one

of his best delivered
speeches  with many
quotable quotes. The

substance and delivery of
that speech underline the
seriousness with which he
and his government take that
national talkshop. But |
would like to leave the
analysis of that President
speech to men and women
who are trained in such
matters.

Given the applause that
greeted Obasanjo’s speech,
it was clear that he had
answered many of the
questions that had agitated
the minds of many Nigerians,
questions that had created
cynicism, fear and suspicion
in many a compatriot’s heart.

To those who had feared
that the conference was
called to pursue a hidden, if
not possibly, sinister agenda,
the President said pointedly
|that his government had no
jhidden agenda. The sense of
irelief which descended on
;the august gathering which
|was visible to all who could
see, attests to the fact that
that fear was deep and real.

Another major fearwhich
[the President’s speech
addressed was one that the
Confab would lead to the
;dismemberrrtent of Nigeria.
When he deliberately paused
for effect and declared that
one no-go area for the
conference was a discussion
as to whether Nigeria can be
divided, the hall erupted in
rapturous applause.

Justice Niki Tobi’s
response was an icing on
Obasanjo’s cake. He told the
gathering. or more
appropriately, the President,
that if at any point he senses
ithat he is required to preside

Bver fHe exeentisn Bf a
hidden agenda or of a
scheme to divide Nigeria, he
will resign and leave thatjob
for the President to execute.
This elicited some cheerful
laughter but the message
was serious.

These two speeches
Ahich said clearly that
Nigeria’s sovereignty is not
negotiable, did a lot to calm
the nerves of delegates who
came obviously spoiling for
war. They said in a nutshell
that all such persons should
put their swords in their
sheeathes.

As an observer, the event
represented Nigeria’s and
Obasanjo’s finest hour. With
the mood that was set, those
delegates who came with
extremist negotiating
positions will certainly
moderate their views.

My faith in the unity and
future greatness of Nigeria
was renewed as the right
mood for the re-invention of
our country was set. As an
enthusiastic supporter ofthe
Conference, | felt somehow
vindicated even when the
talks are yet to commence in
earnest.

Something tells me that
at the end of the day, every
one of us will have cause to
thank God that the
conference held &S I-am very
optimist that the discussion
will bring forth workable
ideas that will give birth to a
new and better Nigeria.

When recently | wrote
about this Conference, | made
the point that we Nigerians
have grown so distrustful of
our governments over the
years that we are not prepared
forone moment to give them
the benefit of the doubt.

I also said that we are so
impatient and so quick to
come tojudgement and while
doing so, we think the worst
ofthe intention of those who
are in authority over us.

One ofthe things that led
me to this assertion was the
conspiracy theory going on
then that President Olusegun
was irrevocably committed
to the adoption of the
parliamentary system of
government in place of the

rather very expansive
presidential system now in
place.

The pundits  who

purveyed this view said this
was one of Obasanjo’s
hidden and selfish agenda;
that he was committed to
dismantling the presidential
system so that he will forever
remain the last of Nigeria’s
powerful leaders. That no
one coming after him will
exercise the kind ofenormous
powers he wielded or
dominate the political space
the way he did.

Qurpnsingly,  binring
Obasanjo’s inaugural speech,
one of the-no-go areas he
gave the conference delegates
was the presidential system.
The conference is not to think
of doing away with this
admittedly expensive system
but to find a way of making it
work better for Nigeria.

It is very unfortunate that
over the years, most of our
governments have given us
several causes to become
distrustful of government.
However, whatever good
reason we have been given to
become this extremely cynical,
the truth remains that it is
necessary for government to
be instituted among men for
the orderly conduct of our
affairs.

Given this reality, we must
learn to give the benefit o fthe
doubt to those who are in
authority overus. As humans,
they may have their selfish
agenda sometimes. They may
make genuine mistakes
sometimes. The Holy Books
recognise this which is why
they counsel us to pray for
and co-operate with those
who are in leadership
positions so that they can act
in our interest.

For me, | think that God is
the ultimate manipulator. He
can use any leader who has
his selfish and hidden agenda
to accomplish His (God’s)
mission. Whatever may be the
selfish desires of those who
have convoked the present
Conference, it is my fervent
hope that in the end, this
talkshop will achieve larger
goals for Nigerian than its
conveners may have desired.

It is noteworthy that
following the stage that was
set for a robust discussion of
the fate of Nigeria, some of
those who were noted
antagonists ofthe Conference
have started singing a new
song. Dr Ibrahim Tahir, one of
Nigeria’s elder statesmen told
the Daily Trust last Monday
that he regretted making
negative utterances
concerning the Conference
based on media reports. Said
he: “1 am ashamed of what |
have said in the past about
this Conference. | should have
been silent on some issues
because, as you can see from
the President’s opening
speech, most of my fears have
been allayed.”

The lesson in this and our
general attitude ofcynicism is
that we must learn not to be
too hasty in running into
conclusion until we have
gotten all the facts. Impatience
and running into hasty
conclusion have done a great
deal to build the culture of
unhealthy scepticism which is
fast becoming our trade-mark
today.

his conference must

not accommodate

ethnic issues if it is
to becoime a success. One
ofthe major problems fac-
ing the nation is disunity
and as such any action that
would aid it should be
avoided.

Even the onshore /off-
shore oil dichotomy which
the Governors from the
North are challenging,
should be abrogated not
because ofthe north, but for
the fact that there should be
equality in the system. This
notion of north and south
must not be encouraged by
such policies, but that we
must be seen as Nigerians
equal before God and man,
and our resources must be
collectively ours. At this
very period of our history,
we must struggle to instill
patriotism and Nationalism
in our peoples, and how do
we do all this? Is it by em-
phasizing our differences
that we attain it? No. what-
ever resources we may
have, without this feeling of
nationalism we can never
develop as a nation.

The conference must
strive to correct and remove
Policies that have hindered
our progress as a people,
like the immunity clause in
the constitution which has
aided the corruption of our
leaders hence the underde-
velopment and exploitation
of our Nation and re-
sources. These are issues
that are of collective nature
and as such must be part of
the agenda of the confer-
ence. Other issues must be
the general reformation of
the nation, in attitudinal
terms.

We must be realistic and
sincere in our outlook re-
garding our nation, for it
appears Nigerians are a
luxurious people, and. a lazy
and unpatriotic people can-
not build a nation, A nation
can only be built on sacri-
fice and the sacrifice is the
suffering and hardship that
we will endure as a people
on the path to national de-
velopment. Butifwe cannot
endure and do away with
our luxurious life styles,
which patriotism should
take its place, then Nigeria

By Yusuf lbrahim Gamawa

shall forever remain a poor,
under developed nation and
a dumping ground of for-
eign goods.

Eventually to the disin-
tegration of the nation sets
in due to our unpatriotic
ethnic and religious intoler-
ance. We do not have an
ideology as a nation and yet
we are talking about devel-
opment. We must have a
picture of how and what we
want our country to be and
the principles that will guide
us to these paths of devel-
opment must be identified.
Our educational system
must be restructured from
primary school to the uni-
versity level. Our children
must be trained to share in
the responsibility of Nation
building and must therefore
know that they are not just
studying to graduate and
sustain themselves and
their families but to contrib-
ute in the task of nation
building, in innovation in
their various fields and as
such even our teaching phi-
losophy must be changed.

Like Balarabe Musa
said, if we believe in our-
selves and in our capabili-
ties, in forty years. Nigeria
will be like one ofthe Euro-
pean Nations that we are
always looking up to. But
we need to be practical and
this requires sincere, disci-
plined and focused leader-
ship and a patriotic subject
on the other hand. Any con-
tinued reliance on foreign
investment is a waste oftime
and a further enslavement
of our economy and our
conscience to neo-colonial
imperialism.

While we endure the
suffering on the path to de-
velopment, we must take
solace, in the fact that we
are creating a country with
our collective wills and in
sacrifice for future genera-
tions. These must be some
of the issues that must fac-
tor in the political reforms
conference and not some
Arewa, Ohaneze or
Afenifere agenda.

What many ofus advo-
cated for wi#s a sovereign
national conference and it
appears as if the nation

would not be ready for
such, due to the ethnic is-
sues being raised by the
various groups and there-
fore chose to support IMk
conference on political

forms. We must trust our
President, for it appears he
means well to the Nation,
Nevertheless he should not
have much to do with the:
delegates, but it remains his
duty to sit with the del-
egates and discuss the
agenda and goals of the
conference in confidence
with them before it takes off.

The aims of the confer-
ence must not be under-
mined and as a result even
those that are kicking
against the conference like
the members ofthe National
Assembly should under-
stand its, importance and;
the reason’s behind the
nomination of the delegates,:
if they themselves mean
well to the nation. Besides,;
the President has made it
clear that it is the house that
will atthe end ofthe day de-
termine whether the delib-
erations of the conference
become practical or ncrt. So
what do they want?

There are people whose
experiences are needed and
they are not members of ei-
ther the house or the senate
and are in-fact not even poli-
ticians. At this critical pe-
riod of our history the
knowledge and expertise of
every single person in the
Nation must be cherished
and courted. Mr. President
should go ahead with the
conference based on his ex-
ecutive power and the
honorable members and
Senators must reason over
the deliberations ofthe con-
ference as Nigerians.

Regionalism and ethnic-
ity must be de-emphasised
at the conference and na-
tionalism should take its
place instead, so that the
conference will be success-
ful and should mark the be-
ginning ofnew Nigerian and
a government of National
unity, peace, progress and
stability.

Gamawa writes from
Plot 117, Monrovia Street,
Wuse IlI-Abuja, and can be
reached at ibrahimgam-
awa.2000@yahoo.com

Regionalism and ethnicity must be
de-emphasised at the conference and
nationalism should take itsplace in-
stead, so that the conference will be
successful and should mark the be-
ginning ofnew Nigerian and agov-
ernment of National unity, peace,

progress and stability.
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Confab: Shehu Musa’s crocodile tears

e statement credited
to Alhaji Shehu Musa
Makaman Nupe,

erstwhile member of

discredited Independent
National Electoral Commis-
sion as reported by the
Daily Trust of Wednesday
2, February, 2005, alleging
an attempt to put the north
in an undue disadvantaged
position in the National Po-
litical Reform Conference
is as interesting as it is piti-
ful. The statement only
goes to reaffirm the belief
that the Nigerian elites par-
ticularly northern elites
have lost sense of history.

After his experience with
I(NEC his next move is
search for relevance to incite
the people (as usual with
most elites) by evoking the
emotions and sentiments of
North and the Shari’a. We
know these sentiments
meant little to him as his
past national assignments
including the recent one at
INEC do attest to the fact.
The tradition of the North,
we are told, is about honour
and integrity. The essence
of the Shari’a is about jus-
tice, transparency and
good conduct in both pub-
lic and private affairs ofan
individual. From'the judge-
ment of the court and the
majority opinion of the Ni-
gerian public, it is debatable
whether these values
guided the conduct of
those who managed INEC
especially during the last
elections. As a national
commissioner, Alhaji Shehu
Musa, now a new convert
of the Shari’a, was alleged
to have spearheaded the re-
bellion of INEC’s top hier-
archy against the late Jus-
tice Akpata. He was alleged
to have not only refused to
identifv himself with the

election convention of the
PDP but went further to
alert the Presidency to stop
the late honourable Justice
from going public with his
stand. Of course what hap-
pened is now history.

If INEC had been consis-
tent and transparent after
the demise of the patriot
Justice, the history of the
Nigerian political landscape
would have been different
today. In his bid to win the
sympathy of Northern
Muslims, Musa said that
the “Judicial reform agenda
of the conference was
aimed at annihilating the
Shari’a legal system intro-
duced by most of the
Northern States”.

In a society already en-
slaved by the harsh eco-
nomic and political
programmes of a corrupt
and uncaring leadership,
coupled with the large army
of unemployed youth such
a statement coming from
the Makama is, to say the
least, shocking.
Thestatement is indeed a
disservice to the commu-
nity.

Infact, ifthe Makama has
forgotten, many Nigerians
have not. In his first inter-
view, immediately after the
declaration ofthe Presiden-
tial election results of April
2003, the BBC Correspon-
dent, Mallam Mannir Dan
Ali, asked him whether to
the best of his knowledge,
the result as they had an-
nounced it, was a true re-
flection of what had hap-
pened. He refused to an-
swer the question. Yet this
is a man of over 70 years,
highly experienced, holding
a prestigious traditional
title of a community that is
rich in history, culture and
bravery.

whether the Shari’a has a
lacuna which allows expe-
rienced and knowledgeable
public officers to do what
they did, but chops the
limb ofan ignorant peasant,
like citizen Jangebe on ac-
count of goat theft.

This “North” of Shehu
Musa which is likely to suf-
fer some “undue disadvan-
tage in the nation’s socio
economic development at
the forth coming national
dialogue” ostensibly in the
hands of Southerners and
possibly Christians must
rise up to “forge a common
stand,” in a way that its in-
terest would be protected.
This is a familiar warning
indeed.

If we care to go into his-
tory, we will remember simi-
lar warnings handed on the
people during the two con-
ferences of Babangida and
Abacha. Of course, at the
end of the day the battle
ready northern and reli-
gious chauvinists along
with their compatriots on
the other side of the divide
who were also equally
battle ready, laid down their
arms.

The result of this truce
translated into oil block al-
locations, Abuja plots, min-
isterial appointments, in-
cluding Census Board
Chafrmanship. The drums
of war being beaten once
again, may not be uncon-
nected to the increased pre-
mium for £he delegates.
However, it is up to the
people of the north wher-
ever they are, the language
they speak and the faith
they profess to believe him
and to speculate the ben-
efit he and his likes are
likely to derive from
Obasanjo’s talk show. As a
former editorial consultant

the art of propaganda. We
were told by Musa recently
that Obasanjo is the most
patriotic, honest and reli-
able leader we can have
around. Unfortunately, he
based his comment not on
Obasanjo’s performance
but on account of their
friendship of nearly four
decades. | will not be sur-
prised therefore if Shehu
Musa’s name appears on
the list of Obasanjo’s “del-
egates” to the conference.
In that case your prediction

is as good as mine on the
type of “common stand”
that will come out for 2007.

Ordinarily, one will expect
Musa’s retirement activities
to be dedicated to constant
prayers to God, especially
in relation to his last assign-
ment. At his age, tears from
his eyes < crocodile or oth-
erwise - is the least ex-
pected.

Ya’'uShehuDarazo, No.4
Gana Street, Maitama,
Abuja.
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Nigeria’s most
lopsided confab

~W'wonder wherejustice and
| equity were when
Aselection of delegates to
the conference commenced.
How can we have 187
southerners against 213
northerners, 148 muslims
against 252 Christians, 25
women against 375 men, 20
youths against 380 elders and
expect fairness?
Babangida Dangora
Kano State
babangidadangora@yahoo.com

Dr.Yerimais my representative of

llow me a space in
your paper to
choose my repre-

entative of the year irRéigresentatives, which he

person of Dr. Haruna
Yerima, representing Biu
North federal constitu-
ency.

I have been following the
activities and pronounce-
ment of Dr. Yerima since he
was forced out of NDA by
President Obasanjo up to
the time he was elected by
the people of Biu.

Dr. Yerima’s appointment
with the NDA was termi-
nated because of his
people-oriented criticism
of the Obasanjo adminis-
tration. Many people
thought that he will be si-
lenced by the luxury and
avarice in the House of
Representatives but my Dr.
Yerima remained himself.

In the House he has been
very vocal as always
speaking the truth. He has
found acceptance and love
with the Nigerian masses
through his comments oh
BBC Hausa Service., the
Daily Trust, the Daily Tri-
bune and the Newswatch
magazine.

belongs is doing nothing
but fooling the masses and
that even if the President
asks the House to go and
sweep Aso Rock, it will do
so. Yerima was speaking
the truth. What is the
House doing today to im-
prove the living condition
of Nigerians? Nothing.

Dr. Yerima won my heart
when he said in Nigerian
Tribune that “we have
fooled Nigerians”, “we
have failed Nigerians”. No
representative has ever
said this truth.

When he returned
Dariye’s hampers with a
letter indicating that he
could see “blood and ill-
gotten money” in the bas-

the year 2005

ket,'he made my day.

In the House, he brought
motions on the police con-
troversy over the arrest of
labour officials in the pre-
mises of the National As-

sembly. He has been con-
tributing meaningfully on
the floor of the House.

I was tempted to choose
Datti Baba Ahmed repre-
senting Zaria as my repre-
sentative of the year, but
after this analysis, Dr.
Haruna Yerima is my repre-
sentative of the year.

Sanusi Mohammed,
Togo Street, Malali,
Kaduna.

Reactions to articles
published in this paper
may be directed to the

editor via the email
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Nigeria s agriculturalpolicies.'Where

Successive administrations in the country since
independence have had various agricultural
policies andprogrammes aimed atboosting self
sufficiency infoodproduction and revenue col-
lection. Hassan Idris o fthe Agriculture Desk re-
views some of these policies and programmes
sand assesses ifthey have served theirpurposes.

e beef of agricultural
development is the sus
tainable agriculture

and virile workforce in national
development
However, sofne many Nige-

jgrowth for food security, whiaets think the beefofagricul-

lis the most important factor in
|sustaining it quality of life.
IFrom all indications, Nigeria is
|achieving a steady agricultural
production increase every
lyear.

The secretary general of
Ithe -world meteorological or-
ganisation (WMO), Professor
iGodwin O. P. Obasi, has ar-
gued that, “in order for devel-
opment goals to be achieved,
agriculture growth must take
place in a way that safeguards
the natural environment.”

According to him, this is
underscored by the fact that
in addition to being a signifi-
cantsource offood, agriculture
is also the primary way of life
in Africa. He writes: “about 70
jiper cent ofthe populations live
|on farming and 40 per cent of
exports are agricultural prod-
ucts.” In the light ofthis, how-
ever, where is the beefofagri-
culture development in Ni-
geria?

Beefcan be interpreted as
the national agriculture output
which is the end result ofboth
crops and the output of cattle
breeding after putting some in-
|[vestments in agriculture. Beef
is regarded as the element of
self-development. Therefore,
only the agricultural beef can
stimulate the country’s growth
and enable it to have a strong

tural development is not avail-
able in reasonable quantity and
quality. Beside that the pro-
duce is very expensive.
Therefore, more efforts ought
to be directed towards this de-
velopment. Nigerian farmers
and the authorities responsi-
ble for agricultural develop-
ment need to tighten their belts
to achieve more and more re-
markable progress in this
direction.

Nigerians may still remi-
nisce over the whole scenarios
in agricultural development
from 1976 when President
Obasanjo initiated the Opera-
tion Feed the Nation (OFN) to
date, as well as the current
pledges made by the President
for the revival of the agricul-
tural sector in his 2005 new year
speech.

Nigeria is one of tlje most
endowed countries in the'world
in terms of agricultural
potentials. In other words, Ni-
geria is predominantly an
agrarian country. According to
statistics, it is estimated that
about 80 per cent ofthe work-
ing population engage in agri-
cultural production.

Before oil was discovered
in commercial quantity about
60 per centofthe country’s ex-
port was made from agriculture.
In addition, agriculture also

DofiAyisa's 80kg giantscalefish dragged out o fthe boat

provides not less than 50 per
cent of the total national do-
mestic products (NDP). Unfor-
tunately, this agricultural her-
itage seems abandoned. The
management of agriculture
seems largely left in the hands
of the peasant farmers.

This has led to the break-
down or failure of agricultural
production, and that is the rea-
son Nigerians are unable to
feed themselves without rely-
ing on foreign foods.

The OFN was launched on
May 21, 1976 to mobilize the
nation towards self-sufficiency
and self-reliance in food pro-
duction. The “Green Revolu-
tion” was also launched to
fulfill the cardinal objectives of
self-sufficiency in agricultural
production by the President
Shehu Shagari administration
in 1979. They all had the same
vision for agricultural develop-
ment, but where is the beef?

President Obasanjo re-
cently remarked at the launch-
ing ofthe Economist magazine
that development may not
have been satisfactory to the
citizenry. He admitted that in
economic development, “this
undoubtedly poses a serious
challenge to the present ad-
ministration.” Definitely, there
is a challenge for change to
feed the nation and go the
extra mile to export the surplus
for more foreign revenue.

It is a fact that Nigeria is
blessed with*variety of food
and cash crops. But the bad
state ofthe economy is appar-
ently responsible for low agri-
cultural production.

The decline in agriculture
has been attributed to some
factors like neglect due to the
oil boom, which offered better
employment to the farmers in

Pineapple, one ofthe agriculturalproducts ofNigeria

the seventies, and the trend
has endured. For instance, oil
palm and groundnut produc-
tion declined due to the rap-
idly expanding population
which consumed the export-
able surplus of the produce
without increase in produc-
tion.

Another contributing fac-
tor is the smuggling of the na-
tion’s export produce, for ex-
ample, food crops across the
borders into the neighboring
countries such as Niger,
Cameroon, Chad and Benin re-
publics. The minister of agri-
culture, Mallam Adamu Bello
has said that the world food
programme buys 3000 tons of
sorghum in Nigeria for itsemer-
gency operation in Chad.
Mallam Bello said further that
the various initiatives by the
federal government in the ag-
ricultural sector are meant not
only to achieve national self-
suff :iency in food production
but also reach out to markets
within Africa. For example,
there is an arrangement to ex-
port maize to flour mills in
Libya.

However, these could be
regarded as positive or nega-
tive developments. It all de-
pends on the sustainability of
the agriculture beef to the na-
tion. Many Nigerians prefer to
see more ofthe agriculture beef
on their tables. Some are tired
of hearing about Nigeria ex-
porting food without seeing
the impact economically.

The food and agriculture
organisation (FAQO) of the
United Nations (UN) has said
that out of the country’s total
land area of over 98.3 million
hectares, about 34 million hec-
tares are of medium and high

agricultural productivity. And
by making necessary improve-
ments combined with modem
technology it could be raised
to 72 million hectares. Unfor-
tunately, about 50 per cent of
the total cultivable land is at
present unutilized, according
to the FAO.

To further buttress this fact,
a member ofthe newly created
UN has committee on private
sector and development, Mr.
Hernando de Sato, has men-
tioned that an estimated $9.3
trillion in land value largely in
the hands of the poor coun-
tries remain unexploited. He
however, pointed out that it
could have served as collateral
to spur investment and growth.

Nigeria isamong the under
developed countries in terms
ofagricultural economics. Over
the years, leaders ofthe coun-
try have not been unaware of
the problem of food produc-
tion in order to fight hunger
and also eradicate poverty. But
what have successive and the
present governments done
positively to achieve sustain-
able success in this regard?
Certainly, various agricultural
plans and policies have been
formulated and implemented
by each administration since
independence in 1960 to date.
Their common objectives are
to produce cheaper food and
to provide sufficient quantities
for domestic demand as well as
exporting the surplus to earn
foreign exchange. If these are
achievable, then we can get
the beef of agriculture in Ni-
geria.

However, in an attempt to
do a benchmarking ofthe suc-
cessive administrations and
their achievements, steady im-

provements were vivklly ob-
served.

Apart from the OFN of 1976
and the Green Revolution of
1979 the agricultural policy of
the military administration of
retired General Muhammadu
Buhari in 1983 insisted on the
country’s self sufficiency in
food production. There was a
propaganda appeal for a mass
return of the people to the ru-
ral areas to take up farming.
The resultwas minimal in that
regard. Accordingly, food pro-
duction rose by two per cent
in 1984. In addition, General
Buhari proposed and provided
greater financial incentives to
attract foreign investors to par-
ticipate in agricultural develop-
ment in Nigeria. These efforts

Thefood and
the United Natu
country’s total
hectares, about
and high agriculi
necessary improi
technology it cou\
Unfortunately, al
vable land is atpi
FAO.

were all aimed at providing the
beef of agriculture develop-
ment.

In the same vein, the mili-
tary administration of retired
general Ibrahim Babangida, in
1983 established agricultural
development projects through
structural adjustment pro-
gramme (SAP), including the
Directorate ofFood, Roads and
Rural Infrastructure (DFRI).
The main objective of the di-
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National confab and the misgivings

Continuedfrom yesterday

gainst the background
ofthe foregoing | offer
he following

By Shehu Musa

democratically. The other
important factor is the virus
of intra- party squabbles

mments under respec{i¥§ch in many instances turn

subject items listed in Mr.
President’s letter to Mr.
Governor of our state:
Constitutional Reform

W hatever reform Mr.
President or any other
stakeholders may want to put
forward ought to be made a
public issue to afford open
debate and consensus to
guide the National and State
Assemblies and indeed the
Conference to facilitate
suitable constitutional
amendments. What | am
saying is that the way to
constitutional reform and
eventual amendment must
not be through the
conference alone. A multi-
prong approach will ensure
that the amendmentresulting
from wide consultation is
likely to endure in the statute
books thl the hurriedly
knocked reforms flowing
from inadequate consulta-
tion.
Political Party Reform

The one important factor
requiring urgent reform is the
almost complete lack of
respect and in adherence to
the democratic process in the
running of political parities.
Political parties should be a
dependable base for
democratic practice if they
will be trusted to run
governments they control

Bomo

overnor Ali Modu
heriffof Bomo State
as lately been in the

so sour and violent that
registered parties get
fractionalized - creating
instability which take long
tiifie to resolve, if at all, by
the courts or the Electoral
management bodies. The
obvious reform necessary is
to empower electoral bodies
to discipline the erring
faction(s) by suspending or
even canceling registration
certificate.

We are all witnesses to
the flow of cash during the
1999 and (more so) 2003
elections the phenomenon of
“cash and carry”. The 1999
constitution has not made
adequate provision for
management, control and
auditing of party funds. For
level playing ground to all
parities, the fund raising
rules, level of actual
expenditure for campaig-ning
and other expenses must be
regulated. Another area
beckoning for attention is the
equal opportunity for parties
to access state owned media
system. The universally
known proce-dure of equal
debate time for party
candidates is yet to be firmly
entrenched in the Nigeria
electoral tradition.

Electoral Reform

This is a very wide area

requiring close examination

with a view to ensuring that
the field of play is level and
refreeing process is unhin-
dered. Political parties and
civil society pressure groups
should therefore be given
ample opportunity to
contribute to debate through
public hearing for the needed
reforms. In particular, the
conference should examine
the aspects of the Electoral
laws pertaining to:

(i) Appointment and
discipline of Commissioners
and other Electoral Staff.

(i) Financing of the
Electoral Body to safeguard
its independence in the
performance of electoral
duties.

(iii) Possibility of
borrowing leaf from the
Ukrainian law withholding
formal declaration ofwinner
in Presidential and
Gubernatorial election until
petition thereon are resolved
by the courts of appropriate
jurisdiction.

(iv) The overbearing
role ofthe security personnel;
police, military and even SSS

should be thoroughly
reviewed.

(v) The electoral law
ought to provide for stiffer
penalties for electoral
offences.

Judicial Legal Reform

I imagine that law reform
is an on-going exercise and
need not be subject confe-
rence. If however, it must be
discussed, the judicial arm of
the government must be

involved in special way. In a
true Federation thatwe aspire
to live in, the federating units’
legal framework must not be
unduly tempered with to
ensure respect for cultural
differences. We must
remember the  Great
Saradauna of Sokoto’ s
famous declaration during
the Queen’s visit but not
uniformity” Nigeria in 1956:
“we seek unity
Civil Society Reform

What is lacking in the
existing statues concerning
the establishment and modus
operation of civil society
groups in Nigerian is the
absence of clear guide lines
which will remove operational
overlapping of activities of
the groups and political
parties as well as religious/
ethnic societies. Registered
groups should operate within
the limits oftheir mandate. An
umbrella monitoring
authority may be considered
desirable to keep track of
their activities on course.
Labour move-ments reform
should be revisited.
Consultation and Con-
sensus Building

The famous principle of
“federal character” in
important National institu-
tions is a base for meaning-
ful consultation which is
bound to bring about
reaching decision by
consensus. Of course
decentralization of powers
concentrated in the
Presidency ought to be

. Between opposition

By Mala Atuman

parcels of developed lands

ews for the wrong reasemse confiscated by the state

Since his famous “I had 76
jeeps before | became
Governor” rumour, he has
also received some knocks
from anumber of newspaper
columnists who were
unanimous in their condem-
nation of what they consi-
dered as the Governor’s
unnecessary chest-beating
antics. Only recently his one-
time political soul mate,
Hajiya Fati Ibrahim Bulama
known as Kakinna took the
governor to the cleaners,
vowing that 2007 will see to
his exit from power.

As an insider in Bomo
politics I will attempt to give
an objective account of what
is really going on in my state.
In the process, | hope to put
an end to the negative
warfare on the pages of
newspapers.

What people call the
opposition in Bomo today
are, at best, politically
irrelevant people who are so
few. We tend not to have any
significant problem with the
mainstream PDP or AD
elements and these are the
real opposition groups in
Bomo. The problem of the
ruling party or its government
is basically with idle and
mentally-lazy political nitwits
whose cup of mischief got
full to the brim.

Kakinna, the Bomo wo-
man-politician alleged that
her properties including

government due to political
differences. Surprisingly, the
press went to town with
story. But the truth is that no
such things ever happened.
The Bomo woman politician
was actually rehabilitated by
Governor Ali Modu Sheriff.
Prior to winning the 2003
elections, Kakinna was
politically castrated by the
report of a commission of
inquiry into her stewardship
as a councillor in the
Maiduguri Metropolitan
Council. She was pardoned
by this government as a
result of which she stood for
elections. She was also made
a commissioner in the Mala
Kachallah administration at
the behest of Governor Ali
Sheriff. Quite a number of
other benevolent acts of
Governor Sheriff were
responsible for her ultimate
rehabilitation and re-
branding to bring her back
into the fold. That she was
allowed back into the Ali
Sheriff fold despite this was
enough an act of
unprecedented magnanimity.

The land issue she spoke
about in many Nigerians
newspapers was a case of a
deal gone awry. She and
some few other power-drunk
members of the previous
government manipulated due
process and cornered parcel
of lands belonging to
government. A committee

that was set up to scrutinise
these allocations - following
public outcry, found the
allocation in various parts of
the state in the breach and
recommended a reverse to
status quo.

The last government was
notorious for father-Chri-
stmas tenden-cies in many
respects not only where land
is involved. It was difficult
keeping mute over these
illegalities. Ifone ofthe lands
affected belongs to Kakinna,
who was a com-missioner in
the last government, then too
bad. But the important thing
is that many others who
suffered the same fate chose
to accept government’s
explanation knowing that the
allocations were in the first
place wrong.

Most of the lands were
carved out of government
buildings. Imagine a space
where a Zoo is situated,
which housed plant nurseries
and a family recreation centre
was sub-divided and allo-
cated to the woman politician
who, began erec-ting hotel
strictures in them! Another
land belonging to the State
Radio Television Station was
equally given out regardless
of the fact that Radio
antennas are spread in that
parcel of land. Many others
are equally unimagi-nable. |
have not yet been able to
rationalise how  any
government can be doing
business with land grabbers.

Back to 76jeeps tale. It
is unfortunate that the press

celebrated that statement in
the manner it did. The
governor likes being humo-
rous, particularly at public
functions whenever he
observes dull moments.
When the press briefing in
which he was quoted to have
made that statement was
about to take place, the
journalists around engaged
the Governor in what was all
agreed to be “off-record
discussion”, which | believed
meant that all that was to be
said then, will not be
published. In situations like
that, people including the
journalists were at liberty to
be generous in statements. |
remember vividly that
someone brought up the
issue of jeeps and true, the
Governor made allusions to
owning some jeeps but not
out of any desire to present
himself as super-rich or to
beat his chest in self
adulations. It is unfortunate
that out of all the news-
worthy things the Governor
said during the formal
interview sessions were
expunged and in their place,
discussions made in a
gentlemanly-agreed scenario
were over-blown with the
unmistakable intention to do
mischief.

What is clear is that the
old order, in which a clique of
a very few but selfish group
ofpeople who have cornered
all the wealth of the state
arrogated to themselves the
power ofhire and fire has long
been dismantled and replaced

reviewed and Advisory
Bodies such as the National
Council of State, National.

Economic Coupcil,
National Council for
Education, Health, Informa-
tion, and Establishments etc.
should be brought in focus
to achieve high quality
consultative process and
National consensus on
important policy matters.
Police Prison Reform

Given the very terrible
and terrifying security
situation with criminals, both
violent and white collar
offenders, having a field day
in Nigeria reform in this sector
is begging for priority
attention. The conference
should be able to examinethis
subject and come up with a
blue print to guide a
professional ad hoc body
that the Government should
put in place to bring about
the desired reforms.
Structure of Govern-ment!
Governance

This is the area many
people I discussed the reform
agenda with, express fears
that the joker of the
conference might well be
hidden here to make or mar
the corporate existence of
Nigeria. The new structures
that may be adopted by the
conference may void existing
stipulation of tenure of
elected public officers for
example to give them:
freedom to embrace new
dispensation a fresh. The
conference must exercise

caution in discussing the
subject to avoid extreme
changes that threaten the
corporate existence of the
country. Under this heading,
room should be provided for
discussion of creation of new
states and local government to
relax the stipulations of the
1999 constitution, thereby
satisfy the lingering yearnings
a “nd aspirations of ethnic
Nationalities.
Condnsion

I am privileged to present
this paper forthe consideration
and possible adoption with
amendmentas the mandate of
Niger State delegation the
conference/dialogue. In
particular, I wish to revisit my
proposal on suggesting
discuss “nlatters arising)’ out
of the inexhaus-tive subjects
listed in the paragraph
concerned it should be noted
that Niger State’s survival as a
viable federating unit is
dependent on the equitable
performance of the Federal
Government on those items.

Finally, 1wish to thank, the
Executive Governor of Niger
State for assembling the cream
Nigerlite to deliberate as
stakeholders representing our
people. Long live Niger State,
long Live the Federal Republic
ofNigeria. May the Almighty
Allah help us with leaders that
will lead us to prosperity in
peace?

Alh (Dr) Shehu A. Musa,

The Makaman Nupe, mites
from Niger State.

and the press

with a more pro-active and
responsible manner in which
the people are the ultimate
deciders of their fate.

The other day, someone
even said the state’s
Accountant-General is
appointed to the position
because she is a sister to the
governor’s wife. | laughed
because itwas part ofa grand
design to give a dog a bad
name in order to hang it.
Agreed, she is a relation of
the Governor’swife. Butwhat
people like him failed to tell
the world is that the
Accountant General is also
one of the most qualified
chartered accountants in the
civil service of Bomo State.
She'rose steadily through the
ranks as Accountant in
various government mini-
stries and parastatals. When
she was appointed she stood
shoulders above her peers.
So do we assume that the
most qualified person should
be discriminated against on
the basis of his or her
relationship with government
officials? All other allegations
of selective and partial
political appointments are as
misplaced as the one above.
But as | have pointed out
earlier, politicians of
yesterday, whom he has
defeated in an open election,
are busy trying to bring down
the roof over the entire state
simply  because their
insatiable appetite has been
put in check by new policies
and programmes.

The other thing is the fear

that the governor may have
been warming up for 2007
even when he is not yet half
way into his term of 4 years.
As an insider, | know that he
has not even given a thought
to any re-election. The multi-
dimensional problems he
inherited are so tasking and
challenging that it is just
impossible for him to begin
to waste time on frivolities.
The opposition can afford to
waste time dreaming dreams
and building castles in air
because they are idle. But if
he decides at the appropriate
time or if the pressure from
the people keeps mounting,
then are-election for him is a
foregone conclusion.

Having succeeded in
developing a thick skin
against distractive and
vindictive arm-chair alle-
gations, he has leant the art
of evading poisonous
arrows. No amount ofsinister
diatribes emanating from
people of questionable
character will distract my
state’s leadership from rising
to the top. So the sponsored
articles and sponsored
interviews will remain the
rantings ofpeople who donot
have my state at heart. When
the time comes, history will
judge Kakinna, the news-
paper columnists and the
governor.

Atuman writes from 3,
Leventis Building, Sir
Kashim Road, Maiduguri,
Borno State.
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US opposes global Court

Recently, Richard Goldstone was in the country upon the invitation ofthe Macarthur
Foundation and the Federal Ministry ofJustice. A South African, he was born in 1938
and has served on various international tribunals such as the UN International Criminal
Tribunalsfor theformer Yugoslavia and Rwanda, where he was ChiefProsecutor. In this
interview with Tadaferua Ujorha,he comments briefly on his career, and casts his mind
back to the legal work in Rwanda and Yugoslavia.

C %nyou castyour mind
back to the moment
you first visited

Nigeria in 19577

Atthattime itwas my first
visitoutside South Africa, my
own country, and it was
extremely exciting forayoung
white South African to come
to a free African non-racist
society, and | loved being
here. 1spentsix weeks in West
Africa. As I said in my lecture
tjhismorning, I was impressed
by the friendship and warmth;
and concern about what was
happening during those
times, which were some of
worst years. | was befriended
by people going to dances,
and also meeting with faculty

land students. | was still an
undergraduate student. It
was awonderful experience.

Didyour visit to Nigeria

| changeyour vision o flife in
any significant way?

It <Jid not change my
thinking. Because | had
become very strongly
opposed to any form ofracial
discrimination before then.
Then | became a student. |
was in my second year before
I came here, and | had already
achieved a position ofstudent
leadership, and | was active
in the student anti-apartheid
movement. But what | saw
here confirmed that this was
the sort of society | wished to
see in my own country.

) Can you compare the
various tribunals upon which
you served at various times?

There are comparisons

Iwhich you can make on
various levels. From illegal
| point ofview, one was dealing

with mainly international law.
The other was dealing with a
civil war Situation. It was
much more difficultto set up
the Rwanda tribunal. Rwanda
had been completely smashed
physically and mentally by the
genocide, and conditions in
Kigali in December 1994 were
not very pleasant. So
everything was closed down.
Stores and schools were
closed. Itwas difficult to get
people to travel to Kigali to
work there. It was also
difficult, because the govern-
ment of Rwanda was not
happy about the manner in
which the tribunal was set up.
It was therefore important for
me to get the cooperation of
the government. But they
were truly very cooperative
and assisted very much in
setting up the office. It was
also difficult because the court
is in Arusha and1 had to set
up my office as the prosecutor
in Kigali. Itisabout250jniles
between Kigali and Arusha as
the crow flies. Eventually the
Norwegian government
assisted us with a chartered
plane. But there were the
hardships, but they were all
in many ways similar, and it
was in some ways different.

Money shortages were
very similar to both tribunals.
At that time the United
Nations had very little money
because the United States

was not paying its dues to the
UN.

Hqw successful have
these tribunals been?

Well, all the tribunals have
been pretty successful. Most
of those summoned engaged
in self-denial at the beginning.
When | began in Yugoslavia,
the Croats, Serbs and the
Bosnians, all denied that they
had committed atrocities.
They all blamed the others.
Today, because ofthe work of
the tribunal, having the
witnesses providing evi-
dence, everybody now
accepts that there were war
crimes committed on all sides,
I think that is very important
if one is building a peaceful
future. About Rwanda, itwas
similar that very many people
denied that there was
genocide, particularly Euro-
peans. |had Belgian experts,
French experts coming and
saying, there wasn’t geno-
cide, it wasn’t planned. This
was spontaneous and boiling
over, tribal difference in
Africa. Again, there were
people who felt more
comfortable believing that
colonial legacies were
achieved. Today, because of
creating friction between the
Hutus and Tutsis and the
evidence that has been
proved beyond any
question,shows that it was a
very carefully, very efficiently
executed genocide.

The other perspective has
been with regards to
establishing of the Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law, the
law ofwar. From Nuremberg
to the Hague, there was no
International Court. So the
success proved that
international tribunals can
work, and I think our success
played a role in establishing
the International criminal
court, a permanent, a formal
criminal court which was set
up in 1998.

In your lecture you
described the 201 Century as
a horrible century, what
impressions haveyou o fthe
217

lam cautiously optimistic.
I think there are more
democracies in the world than
ever before in Africa, Latin
America and Central Europe.

Justice has almostbecome
a mini industry around the
world, and that is a good thing.
Most of these societies have
gone from oppression to
democracy, and that is a good
thing because democracies
are most likely to make laws.
Democracies are less likely to
commit terrible war crimes. |
don’t say they don’tdo it, but
they are far less likely to do it.
That is the one reason | am

optimistic. The second is the
exciting movement towards
international criminaljustice,
As | said the crime rate
depends on the efficiency or
the inefficiency of the police
and the criminal court. The

.u.a

Richard Goldstone

more efficient these are, the
lower the crime rates are, the
lower the crime rates, and the
other way round. The more
efficient the international
criminalsjustice system is, the
number of war crimes will
come down. That is why |
think it is very important to
support the work of the
international criminal court.
As | said this morning, | am
proud that Africa leads the
number of members of the
Assembly of such parties in
the international Criminal
Court.

In your lecture you
referredto agap between law
and morality. Can you
commenton this?

In an ideal society all the
laws should have amoral base,
which should be regarded by
people as being moral, as
being in favour of helping a
society to live at peace with
itself. The greater the gap
between law and morality, the
greater thS chance is for the
law falling into disrepute, and
the criminal justice system
eventually breaking down. It
is in that context that | have
the example of the apartheid
laws, where there was a gap
between law and morality, and’
the effect that had on the
criminaljustice system. Inthe
international legal scene |

gave the example of the
bombing in Kosovo which
was illegal, but had to be seen
as moral, because itwas used
to save the lives of hundreds
ofpeople,

Earlieryou referred to a

distinction between the
functions of the police and

the army in different
countries, please expand on
thispoint

Well, it depends on the
situation, and ideally the
military should not be used for
civil protection. The culture
in the police force is very
different. The police force is
people-friendly, should be
trusting, and I think it is so in
most countries.

But then it depends. In

= Goldstone

Ofcourse, in France, it is
very clear, because of course,
halfthe French fall under the
department of the Interior,
while halfthe police fall under
the department of Defence.
Every country has its own
internal arrangement.

How successful has the
International Criminal
Courtbeen?

The International Criminal
Court hasjust begun its work,
and | think it is too early to
judge. The court, | hope itwill
do well, I expectitto do well.
The dream ofan International
Criminal Court started at
Nuremberg, at the end of the
Second World War, and it was
assumed that there will be
such a court. The Genocide
convention of 1948, the anti-
apartheid convention of 1973,
etc assumed an International
Criminal Court. Nothing came
of it because of the cold war.
It was only in 1993 with the
horrors happening in Europe,
and the cold war coming to an
end, that the Security Council
was able to set up the first
ever International Criminal
Court.

Having been in Iraq at
the time, can you shed light
on the oil for food.
Programme o fthe early 90s?

In 1991 the Security
Council imposed stiff
sanctions on lIraq because of
its attack on its own people.
Saddam Hussein seems to
have committed the worst
horrible genocide against his
own people. The Security
Council imposed sanction and
stopped all member states
from purchasing oil or
anything else from lIraq.
Reports started coming outof
Iraq that children were
starving, and there was no
food to eat, and no proper
medicine! There was no
money; people could not sell
oil. Therefore, the Clinton
administration pushed to help
the people of Irag by having
the oil for food programme,
whereby Irag would sell its oil
to the United States, and the
money from the oil would go

We haven’t yet reported on
that. Our investigations are
at the final stages and we
would in future be reporting
on whether there was any
conflict of interest.

What about the Darfur
crises?

Kofi Annan set up a
committee ofexperts to take a
look at what happened in
Darfur. They reported back
about two weeks ago, and
they said they did not find
clear evidence of genocide,
but agreed that terrible crimes
against humanity were
certainly committed by the
Sudanese government in
cooperation  with  the
Jarijaweed. They recommen-
ded to the Security Council
that they should refer the
whole case to the Internatio-
nal Criminal Court, and that
the ICC should investigate it
and bring the case against the
people responsible. That
commission hSd a secret list
of 51 people to be prosecu-
ted. That is of course a
sensible suggestion, but there
has been a delay mainly
because the United States
does not like the International
Criminal Court.

According to their’
spokes-man, they did not
want to give legitimacy to the
court by referring to it. The .
US has put forward two
alternatives. The one is to
extend the jurisdiction of the
Rwanda tribunal in Arusha.
The other is to set up a new
ad-hoc tribunal in Arusha.
Anything but the Internatio-
nal Criminal Court. |think itis
a cynical approach because
the Rwanda tribunal is more
than fully occupied right now.
They will need 18 months in
order to begin work ifthey set
up a new tribunal. The
International Criminal Court
can start litigations tomorrow.
It is an idea which I hope the
African Union and the African
Nations will just reject. We
don’t want that, we want the
International Criminal Court
that is what it is for.

WhatexplainsAmericas
unusual attitude to this
context?

Their attitude is justified
by the fact that they don’t
trust international organiza-

Their attitude isjustified by thefact that they dont
trustinternational organizations which they think are
going to be biased against the United States. They
think the international criminal court will start
investigating and indicting American leaders,
American military generals on fabricated charges.
That is basically all there is about it

some countries, | think there
is no distinction. In some
countries the military and the
police are the same. | don’t
like to generalize but |
suppose it is the same in
other European countries,
and | guess it is the same in
China, but I am really not sure.

to abank account inNew York,
and humanitarian goods,
food and medicines will be
purchased direct from the
money in a New York bank,
and itwill all be controlled by
the UN. The sale, the money
being paid in, and also the
inspection of goods and oil.

tions which they think are !
going to be biased against the |
United States. They think the |
international criminal court
will start investigating and }
indicting American leaders,
American military generals on
fabricated charges. That is
basically all there is about it.
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powerful earthquake

has struck southeast

ran, killing 420

ople®injuring hundreds

and turning remote mountain

liases into rubble.

izT The tremor, with a

magnitude of 6.4, centred on

the town of Zerand, about
700km southeast of Tehran.

Itrevived painful memories
pfthe devastating quake just
14 months ago in the nearby
desert citadel city of Bam that
killed 31,000 people.

Distraught and weeping
villagers carried dead bodies
wrapped in bloodied blankets
and bed sheets, and dug "with
their bare hands through ruins
in search of friends and
relatives.

Hampered by heavy
rainfall, reliefteams raced to
reach remote villages on the
side of snow-capped moun-
tains aind provide shelter for
thousands of people left
homeless.

“Some areas are still
inaccessible,” Kerman pro-
vince governorAli Karimitold
state television. “Our priority
is to give those affected tents
and heating and shelter as
soon as possible.” Karimi put
the official toll at 289 but said
it was bound to rise.

Masud Ghadipasha, head
of the Kerman province
forensic medical department,
said 384 burial permits had
already been issued and
another 18 bodies had yet to
be identified.

“It’sat 1800 metres here. It’s
cold and has been raining.
There’s no shelter, nowhere
for people to stay.” Another

local official said nearly 400
had been killed. ,

“It’s completely devas-
tated. There’s almost nothing
left of the buildings,” Kari
Egge, Unicefrepresen-tative
in Iran, said from Douhan
village, about 20km from
Zarand.

Egge said locals estimated
at least 200 died in Douhan
aloneJ“There are still people
unaccounted for, that’s for
sure,” she said.

While the mud-brick
villages crumbled in the early

.morning tremor, major towns

and cities in the area escaped
heavy damage, meaning the
toll would not match the many
thousands Killed in Iranian
quakes in th$ past, officials
said.

¢ Following Islamic tradition,
villagers immediately began
burying their dead.

“l saw four children,
wrapped in blankets, being
buried,” said a Reuters photo-
grapher in another village.

“My whole family isdead,”
one man cried in images
broadcast on state television.

Egge said survivors would
need to move to nearby towns
and villages to find shelter
before nightfall.

“It’s at 1800 metres here. It’s
cold and has been raining.
There’s no shelter, nowhere
for people to stay.”

Some 40 villages, which had
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Earthquake Kills 420 in Iran

a combined population of
about 30,000 people, were
affected, local officials said.

Groups huddled together
in the rain, striking their heads
and chests in grief. Some
picked through the ruins of
rubble and twisted corrugated
sheeting in search of
belongings.

Others sat silently weeping
in front of what used to be
their homes.

Television showed nurses

Ibrahim al-Jafari

wiping blood from the faces
of children in cramped and
chaotic hospital hallways.

Some of the injured were
taken by train to Kerman
where bandaged and crying
children clutching bags of
serum stood at the railway
station. But Tehran said it had
no need for international
assis-tance.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs agreed that local
authorities, backed by the
Iranian Red Crescent had the
reliefeffort under control.

Shiite names al-Jafari as Iraql PM

rag’s main Shiite alliance
Ihas named Ibrahim al-
Jafari as its candidate for

Syrian minister warns
of Bush ‘plot’

omments made by
resident George
Bush on the first day

former prime minister (Rafiq
al-Hariri), to demand respect
for the (UN) Security Council

of his EU tour are partre$aution and its immediate

plot to reshape the Middle
East, a Syrian minister has
said.

Bush’s keynote speech
branded Syria an “oppressive
neighbour” to Lebanon and
insisted Damascus “end its
occupation” there.

EU foreign ministers sepa-
rately underlined their sup-
port fora UN resolution calling
on Syria to withdraw its
troops.

Syria’s expatriate affairs
minister Buthaina Shaban said
Bush’s statement was part of
a plot to reshape the region.

“What has happened in
Lebanon is an inseparable
part of the plan to restructure
the Middle East. This causes
real worries to the people of
this region,” Shaban told
Aljazeera.

The United States and the
European Union demanded
the immediate application of
a UN resolution calling for the
withdrawal of Syrian troops
from Lebanon, Luxembourg
Prime Minister Jean-Claude
Juncker said on Tuesday.

“We spoke about the
Middle East and especially
Lebanon ... to vigorously
condemn against the attack
which claimed the life of

application,” he said.

Juncker, whose nation
holds the rotating EU presi-
dency, was speaking during
ajoint news confe-rence with
Bush after the EU-US summit.

A group of Syrian scholars,
among them opposition
figures, called for a cooling-
down period for Lebanese-
Syrian relations.

Michel Kilo, one of the
scholars who signed the
statement, told Aljazeera: “An
atmosphere is being created
in this region that takes us to
an all-out stand-off, particu-
larly in Lebanon.

“An atmosphere is being
created in this region that
takes us to an all-out stand-
off, particularly in Lebanon”

“Such a development will
lead to the isolation of our
country and placing it before
achallenge which it could not
be able to counter.”

Kilo said the Syrian gover-
nment was considering the
implementation of the Taif
accord.

Kilo’s group supports the
accord, which calls for Syrian
troops to be redeployed to
the Bekaa Valley as a first
step to an eventual with-
drawal, but with no timetable.

prime minister in the new
government, Aljazeera has
learned.

Al-Jafari,currently the vice
presidentoflraqin the interim
government, is a religious
Shitte and head of the Islamic
Dawa Party.

He had faced competition
from inside the alliance from
former exile Ahmad Chalabi,
once favoured by the
Pentagon, but Chalabi
withdrew and the alliance’s
140 members unanimously
approved al-Jafari, alliance
sources said.

Some of Chalabi’s aides,
including Qaisar Witwit, have
suggested he may be offered
the post of deputy prime
minister in charge of
economic and security affairs.

When asked about the
reported deal, Chalabi said
simply: “We will see.”

Al-Jafari still faces a
challenge from incumbent
interim Prime Minister lyad
Allawi, but Allawi’s list won
only 14% of the vote in last
month’s election.

The Shiaalliance won 48%
and has insisted it must have
the prime minister’sjob, and
looks certain to get it.

Al-Jaafari has said dealing
with anti-US fighters and re-
establishing security would
be his main priorities if he
became prime minister.

“The security situation is
the first matter we will
address,” he said.

The Shia parties, which
failed to win an outright
majority, have been in intense
negotiations with each other

over who would be chosen as
prime minister.

Last week, talks were
suspended for the Shia holy
festival of Ashura,
commemorating the
martyrdom of the Prophet
Muhammed’s grandson al-
Husain.

Butal-Jafari’s ties with Iran
and presumed support for a
more Islamic state have
sparked concern.

“Doctor Ibrahim al-Jafari
was unanimously chosen,”
said Abdul-Aziz Hakim in a
press conference.

The cleric, who led the
United lIraqi Alliance to
victory in the elections and
heads one of the main Shia
parties - the Supreme Council
for the Islamic Revolution in
Irag (SCIRI), is closely
affiliated to the religious
clergy in Iran.

In a thinly veiled warning
to al-Jafari, Allawi aide Imad
Shabib warned that whoever
filled the role would have “to
behave as an Iragi. He has to
be loyal to Iraq and not to
another country.

“Religion is a dangerous
thing for Irag. We don’t want
the Lebanese [civil war] story
to be repeated here. There are
Shias and Sunnis in the same
tribes, in the same families,
but if we go down this road,
we will create divisions,”
Shabib added.

Despite the religious Shia
bloc commanding a majority,
there may be staunch
apposition from some
seculars groups elected to the
new parliament.
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Odd World
Behold! Toilets vwth

MusIC, newspapers

Malaysian state will soon build public toilets equipped
piped music and newspapers for people to enjoy while using
bathroom.

Officials in the northeastern state of Kelantan on Tuesday
announced that “Happy and Healthy Toilets” would be built in
popular spots, with facilities “guaranteed to make users happy,”
Malaysia’s national news agency Bemama reported.

State public administration official Takiyuddin Hassan said the
toilets, to be completed within three months, would have newspapers
so that “users can keep up with current issues while performing their
business, while being entertained by music.”

People would also need to wear special slippers provided in the
toilets to maintain hygiene; Takiyuddin was quoted as saying by
Bemama.

It was not clear how many such toilets would be constructed.

Nude man steals police car

P olice chased a naked man through the city’s slushy streets
early Monday after he allegedly stripped off his bathrobe, bit
an officer, and then stole a police cruiser in an attempt to

escape.

The man was captured after he smashed the cruiser into several
parked cars, abandoned the vehicle and tried to get away in his bare
feet.

The episode unfolded at around 1:30a.m. whenpolice were called
to a block in North Philadelphia to investigate complaints about a
person screaming in the street. Officers arriving on the scene said
they found a man running about in his bathrobe in the freshly fallen
snow.

The officers gave chase. The man shed his robe, then allegedly bit
a’temale officer on the arm, climbed into her patrol carand hit the gas.
He drove only a few blocks before crashing, police said.

Police did not immediately release the suspect’s name. He faces
charges including car theft and assault.

Thieves steal built-in swimming pool

Norwegian family’s swimming pool wasn’tjust bolted down,
it was in the ground, but that was impediment to a band of
letermined thieves.

When the Nicolaysen family visited their mountain cabin over the
weekend, they discovered a big hole in the yard in place of die j
swimming pool that had been installed 20 years ago.

“This can’t be, we thought,” Arild Nicolaysen told state radio j
network NRK on Monday. “We didn’t think it was possible. No one
can steal a swimming pool.”

Atsome point between early November, when the family closed
up the cabin for the winter, and the weekend, their pool, 16 feet in
diameter, and all its equipment was uprooted and 'stolen.

“It must have been a terrible job to disassemble such a big pool.
There is steel lining all the way around, plus there is a plastic liner
and then there was a skimming system, a filter system and a lotofbig
hoses, and pipes,” said Brit Nicolaysen, who owns the cabin with
her husband.

Couple delays wedding to make arrest

South African police couple who were planning to get married

arrived late for their own wedding after they stopped on the

way to church to arrest three armed men holding up a
motorist, police said.

Inspector Gustav Myburgh and Constable Barbara Beogner were
being driven to their wedding near Johannesburg on Saturday when
they spotted acrime in progress, police spokesman EugeneOpperman
said.

“He was in uniform, she was in her bridal gear, when they saw a
hijacking taking place,” Opperman said.

“They had to make a decision were they going to church or were
they going to help this other person being hijacked. O fcourse they
chose to help.”

The pair and a thifU policeman acting as their wedding chauffeur
stopped immediately and confronted the men, who jumped into a
truck and sped away.

The wedding party gave chase and eventually forced the assailants
offthe road, arresting three men and confiscating an illegal firearm.
They then continued on to the wedding.

“They ended up being 45 minutes late for their own marriage,™
Opperman said. “There is no doubt they have made all of the police
force proud.”

Policenen tooweak!

TTapanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi urged police Tuesdav

I to toughen up after a television news report showed two police

officers fleeing from a man brandishing what appeared to be a
baseball bat.

“When the culprit came toward them, they didn’t try to restrain
him but ran away. | was surprised and amazed when 1saw this."
Koizumi told reporters.

The incident was embarrassing, Koizumi said, adding that he had
ordered the nation’s public security chiefto step up police training
to prevent recurrences.

Television footage showed the two officers approaching a car that
had crashed into a building in Tokyo’s Daiba waterfront district only
to flee when the driver came toward them brandishing the weapon
after smashing the vehicle’s windows with it, media reports said.
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Mbeki criticises US over Zimbabwe

outh African

President Thabo

Mbeki has said the
US was wrong to describe
|Zimbabwe as an “outpost of
tyranny”.

The US decision to place
Zimbabwe alongside Cuba,
|Belarus, Burma, Iran and
iNorth Korea in a list of ty-

rannical states was “an exag-
geration”, he said.

The US and EU accuse
Zimbabwe’s President Rob-
ert Mugabe of election rig-
ging and human rights
abuses.

But Mr Mbeki said gpiet
diplomacy rather than out-
spoken criticism would lead

...Four journalists flee

after raids

urjournalists working
for international”® news
rganizations have fled

producer who works for a
number of foreign news or-
ganizations, left the country
after secret police raided his
office a week earlier and said

Zimbabwe after they welfeey were looking for him.

threatened with arrest during
police raids on several news
offices.

Zimbabwe’s Central Intel-
ligence Organization, the
country’s secret police,
Ithreatened the journalists
with arrest for transmitting
“material prejudicial to the
State,” and alleged they were
Ispies.

The raids and subse-
quent threats of arrest were
jseen as an attempt ahead of
;the March 31 parliamentary
;elections to silence the for-
ieign media, one ofthe last in-
dependent voices remaining
iin Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe forced the
Icountry’s only independent
daily newspaper, the Daily
iiNews, to close last year de-
jspite court orders that it be
|allowed to reopen. All other

m [broadcast news and daily
newspapers in the country
iare controlled by the state.

On Feb. 15,10 police of-
|fleers searched the office
shared by Angus Shaw, a
| freelancer who contributes to
jThe Associated Press, Jaan
IRaath, who contributes to the
| Times of London and Bryan
| Latham who contributes to
Bloomberg.

A fourth journalist,
|Cornelius Nduna, a Zimba-
bwean freelance television

The police, who did not
have a warrant, searched the
office of Shaw, Raath and

e Latham, and examined the
computers over the objec-
tions ofa lawyer for thejour-
nalists, Beatrice Mtetwa, who
was present during the
search.

Police returned two days
later with a search warrant
that said they had grounds
to believe the journalists had
filed false stories “prejudicial
to the state” and that they
had illegal communications
equipment. The police also
alleged the journalists were
working illegally withouta li-
cense from the government.

Under Zimbabwe’s media
laws, a story considered
“prejudicial to the state” or
working without applying for
a government license is pun-
ishable by imprisonment.

The journalists denied
any wrongdoing and were
able to present evidence that
they had applied for govern-
ment licenses to work asjour-
nalists.

No warrants were issued
for their arrests. However,
the threejournalists, all Zim-
babwean, decided to leave
the country after police told
Mtetwa that they would re-
turn and arrest the journal-
ists.

to real change in the coun-
try. “To put all these coun-
tries together and say
Zimbabwe’s one of these
outposts oftyranny - how do
youjustify that?” he told the
Financial Times newspaper
in an interview.

“It doesn’t mean that
there’s nothing that’s gone
wrong in Zimbabwe, but to
describe it as an outpost of
tyranny...”

The Zimbabwean gov-
ernment has dismissed the
comments - made by US
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice - but
warned the US would be in
trouble ifittried to invade the
country.

The US has imposed tar-
geted sanctions on the Zim-
babwean leadership - ban-
ning President Mugabe and
his associates from travelling
to the US, and freezing as-
sets.

The European Union -
which has accused Mr
Mugabe of using violence
against the political opposi-
tion and perpetrating human
rights abuses - has also re-
newed its sanctions against
the country.

Mr Mugabe accuses the
US and the EU of opposing
black rule, citing criticism of
his policy ofseizing the land
ofwhite farmers for redistri-
bution to blacks.-

Mr Mbeki said the way
land distribution is being
handled was “incorrect” but
said aggressive criticism
would not resolve the con-
flict.

Ethiopiacalls for closer Eritrean ties

m ithiopian Prime Minister

:rH Meles Zenawi has
-1—/called for the
.normalisation of his

country’s ties with Eritrea.

In an interview with
Aljazeera to be broadcast
next Friday, Zenawi cau-
tioned that the existing ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries could escalate into a
|new cycle ofviolence, unless
jthe two moved to normalise
bilateral relations.

Zenawi said he could see
ino reason why Eritrea could
not join the Sanaa Group -
iformed by Ethiopia* Sudan

and Yemen - but insisted that
it should first give up at-
tempts to disrupt stability in
the region.

Ethiopian authorities,
meanwhile, said four people
had been arrested in connec-
tion with the killings last
month of two opposition
members  before  the
country’s May general elec-
tions.

“Four people have been
arrested and taken into, cus-
tody,” Kemal Bedri, the chief
of Ethiopia’s national elec-
tion commission said.

The Killings, which took

Rwanda, Sudan to discuss

Darfur conflict

andan President Paul
agame began a three-
day visit to Sudan,

sources added.

Rwanda has an estimated
400 troops in Darfur serving
as part of an African Union
force of 1,700 military observ -
ers and troops, monitoring a

hich will include a visfelgsefire between govern-

ithe war-torn western region
of Darfur, Sudanese presi-
dential sources said.
Kagame held a meeting
with his Sudanese counter-
part Omar al-Beshir in talks
that covered regional and in-
ternational issues, as well as

ment forces and rebel fight-
ers.

Kagame was scheduled
to meet with a number of se-
nior officials in Khartoum and
then travel to El-Fashir, the
capital of North Darfur state,
where '

place in the northern Gojam
region in January, were the
most serious violence to be
reported since the beginning
of the electoral process.

An opposition umbrella
group, the Coalition for Unity
and Democracy (CUD) has
accused the ruling Ethiopia
People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF) of
Prime Minister Zenawi ofbe-
ing behind the killings.

The CUD, which groups
three opposition parties, said
its supporters had been
killed by a pro-government
mob in an orgy of destruc-
tion that included looting and
the torching of huts.

Bedri said the four sus-
pects weit indeed allied to the
EPRDF and that the murders
had occurred during a 19
January clash between sup-
porters of the party and the
opposition.

The May elections will
mark the third time that Ethio-.
pians will vote directly to
elect leaders since Zenawi’s
EPRDF took power in 1991.

The campaign got under
way on 16 February with 77
political parties and 25 million
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ST. GEORGE'S AMBULANCE
FOUNDATION INVESTITURE ON IBB

4, Yedseram Street, Off IBB Way, Maitama-Abuja
Tel: 08033173075 Fax: 09-4134209
E-mail: georgesfoundation2002@yahoo.com

IBB IBB
Believes Believes
in in
Safety Safety

Gen. Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida, GCFR mni,

The Boardof Trustees, tfie governing Counciland the Rational Executive
Councilofthe St. Qeorges AmBulance foundation hereBy announces that
the proposed investiture of the
grandPatron ofthe foundation, on
His Excellency,

TWESITrEATmXWMM BA'D M faSIBWBMtQIVA, QCfX mni,
has Seen postponed.

‘While u=e regret the inconvenience the postponement has caused our
numerous invitedguests, friends, and well-wishers, use zvish to state that the
new datefor the investiture luitl6e announcedsoon.

The St. Qeorge Ambulance foundation seizes this opportunity to
congratulate our Christian and Muslim 6rothers andsistersfor the successful
completion of their Holy pilgrimage.

Alhaji (Dr.) Lateef Jakande

Chairman Board of Trustees

Prof. Jubril Aminu

Patron

Gen.John Shagaya

Member Board o f Trustees ,

General Sambo

Patron

Gen. Abdulkareem Adisa

Patron

Signed
Adams Hamzat
National Coordinator 08033173075, 08033119137


mailto:georgesfoundation2002@yahoo.com
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GONACO ENT. NIG.
HEAD OFFICE: CONSTRUCTION AND CIVIL ENGINEERING
Plot 7, Naraguta Industrial Layout
P.O. Box 7102

Jos Plateau State Nigeria

Congratulations

The Chief Executive Director of Gonaco Ent.
Nig. Ltd., MR ISAAM EfAL-ABDEH and the
entire members of his company wish to
amalgamate with other million well meaning
Nigerians in congratulating His Excellency, the
Executive Governor of Jigawa State, Alh.
Saminu Turaki for his deserved award of
Honorary Doctorate Degree in Sciences.

This is to let Nigerians believe that the
recognition of your contribution to the nation is
yet to come.

As we join others in celebrating with you, we
pray that Allah in his infinite mercy crown your
efforts and generousity with higher blessing and
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LTD

073-463688,098037268352,
090-600148, 090-600526
E-mail: gonaco2000@yahoo.com

awards.
His Excellency,
Signed (Dr.) Ibrahim Saminu Turaki
Mr. Isaam E. Al-Abdeh Executive Governor ofJigawa State

JIGAWA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

P.M.B. 1002, GUMEL

Tel: 064-650227,650237 Fax:650243 E-mail:jscoe_Gumel@yahoo.com

H O N O U R S DUE! HONUOU R S A W AR
CONGRATULATIONS SIR! Wn
The Lands are just spectacular Enabled most institutions statewide to be on the
via the state Galaxy information and technologies
*  Paving the way for ICT application in Nigeria Ltd., Dutse
*  State of the art Broad Band Access Network Digitalized Science Education in the State
(BBAN) Installation and networking for Internet Initiated the first Computer Secondary School for
Service statewide. Girls in Roni.
*  |nitiating state-wide telephone and televisual Founded three junior Science Secondary Schools
services. (boys/girls) o ) )
*  Founding the first Information Technology Initiated Computer training in various primary
University in Nigeria now at advanced stage of schools.
completion Established satellite computer Schools in Dutse,
*  Established Kazaure Information Institute Hadejia, Gumel & Ringim.
*  Enabled JSCOE to offer Pre-NCE and NCE in Transforming the educated into Computer literates
Computer Science statewide.
*  Enabled JSCOE to offer Certificate and Diploma Bringing Internet services to the doorsteps of the
in Computer Science. citizenry

These anecdotes and more are conspicuous and worthy of note for worthy discrete and corporate

bodies and hence;
*Your selection as IT man of the Yearby the Federal Ministry of Science & Technology.

*Your conferment with Doctor of Science (DSc) by the Unijos.
As the State went agog and aglow basking in your aptly reflected glory, the Provost Staffand Students of the legendary Jigawa State
College of Education, Gumel wish tojoin other millions of Nigerians in rejoicing with you and to wholeheartedly wish you Allah’s

guidance as you march the New World State into a 214 Century status.

Comgrmtmlutioma SIR!

Prof. AT.
Ji2her Education

D E D !

His Excellency,
ffe.) IboraMa W m Tarafci

Executive Governor of Jigawa Stale


mailto:gonaco2000@yahoo.com
mailto:jscoe_Gumel@yahoo.com
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Todav's flight schedule

Albarka Air
Lagos - Abuja 07:20
| 10:30
t 15:15
13:00
Abuja - Lagos 8:45a.m.
11:00
13:15
17:00
Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50
Abuja - Maid. 17:00
Lagos - Yola 1:00 p.m
Abuja - Yola - 14:30
Yola - Abuja 15.30
Yob - Lagos 4:00 p.m
Chanchangi Airlines
Lagos-Abuja 8:15a.m. ;
11:00a.m.
\ 12:10p.m.\
4:45p.m.

Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m.

P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.
4:30p.m.
Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna-Abuja 1:30p.m. j
IKS Airlines
}ZBIQ - Abuja 8.00 a
Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
Lagos - Kaduna 9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
Lagos - Kano 11:15a.m.
Kaduna - Lagos  11:00a.m. j
Lagos - Abu/MM  2:30p.m.
Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja 3:45p.m.
Abuja - Cal 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja 1:15p.m. \
Abuja - Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 3:45p.m.
Lagos - Kano 6:00p.m.
EASAirlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p.m.
11:45a.m.
5:45p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 10:15a.m.
7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos 11:45a.m.
Jos - Lagos 2:30pm.
Dasab Airlines
Auja - Lagos 8:30 a.m.
Lagos - PHC 10:30 a.m.
PHC - Lagos 12:30 a.m.
Lagos - Kano 2:30 p.m.
Kano - Lagos 4:30 pjn.
Lagos - Abuja 6:30pm.
ADC Airline
Lagos - Abuja 7:15 a.m.
12:45 p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 8:55 a.m.
Lagos - Calabar  11:15a.m.
Calabar - Lagos 7:20 am.
P/H - Lagos 9:45 am.

Most airlines operate the
sameflight schedule
on week days.

CBN mo

Ihe Central Bank of f
Nigeria (CBN) last
week withdrew a total
sum of N64.7 billion excess
liquidity from the financial
system. ,
According to the figures
made available by the CBN,
the .lion share of the
withdrawals were by way of
the Primary Market auction
(PMA) which saw the
removal of N56.2 billion
while N8.5 billion was
withdrawn through the daily

Daily Trust

Business Trust

jFrom Bright Ewulu, Deputy
Business Editor, Lagos

Open Market Operation
(OmMO0).

Reason for the above was
due to the fact that there was
no transactions in the daily
OMO auction for Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday,
meaning that trading only
beld on Monday and Friday
last week.

Last Monday transaction
activities saw investors
taking up N500 million worth
of treasury bonds and N8

r * lhe fédforal offiee af
statistics (FOS) has
confirm that the
inflation rate is currently at
10 percent FOS in their latest
release made available to
Business Trust in Lagos said
that the year on year average
consumer price level as at
December 2004 upped by 10
percent.

Finance

billion worth of bonds on
Friday. Although CBN
receives bids to the tune of
N14.5 billion last Thursday,
no transactions were
negotiated even through the
range of bids rates stood
between 12 to 12.5 percent.

On Monday the range of
bids rates stood of 11
percents, issue rates 11
percent and true yield
11.0697 percent. Friday saw
the rates moving respectively
between 11.2480 to 12.5
percent.

The PMA with 182 days

ft stressed that the above
was the same as was its
observation in November
2004, adding that the
“corresponding urban and
rural indices rose by 11.8 and
9.3 percent” overthe period
ofreview.

The release indicated that
the average composite
Consumer Price Index (CPI)

N25bn recapitalisation: Prudetltbailk
goes to capital market

?Jngoing consolidation
rogramme jn, the
banking sector, Prudentbank
Pic says it has concluded
plans to raise funds from the
capital market.

The Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) gave
December 31 this year as
deadline for all banks in the
country to raise thqir capital
base and shareholders’ finds
to N25 billion.

The assistant general
Manager of Prudentbank, Mr.
Timothy Oguntayo, said in
Lagos on Tuesday that the
board of management ofthe
bank had given its approval
for it to raise funds from the
capital market.

Oguntayo said that the
bank was only awaiting the
approval from the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC) and the Nigerian Stock
Exchange (NSE) to go to the
market in March.

He disclosed that the
shareholders funds and the
capital base of the bank was
about N4 billion and that
over N3.5 billion was
expected from some of the
bank’s shareholders and
institutional investors, who
are waiting for the bank to
go to the market.

He said that the bank,
which has performed
creditably well, “is noted for
its pioneering projects in real
estate development, recorded
largest volume in value cards
and a leader in the ATM”.

Prudentbank, which signed
a Memorandum Of
Understanding (MOU) in
Lagos last year for a merger

In compliance with the

with four other banks-
Magnum Trust Bank, NBM
Bank, Trust Bank and EIB
International Bank to form
Sterling Bank, has as its
strong points, brand power
and real estate business.

The otherunique assets of
Prudentbank are commercial
consumer and retail banking
with a network of 37
branches.

Speaking on the merger,
Oguntayo said that the group
was looking at between N35
billion and N40 billion as
capital base and
shareholders’ funds and that
the other member banks
were also gearing up to raise
funds from the capital
market.

He said that the outlook of
the post consolidation era for

the banking sector was bright
and assured that the real
sector would be supported by
banks.

Apart from the unique
assets of Prudentbank, its
partners in the Sterling
Group are equally strong in
certain areas.

For instance, NGM has
good corporate banking
competence, good public
sector collections and strong
financial backing of the
Fortis Group.

EIB isjoining the alliance
with its strong government
support, strategic
repositioning, experienced
board ofdirectors and quality
management staffand strong
shareholders funds.

Magnum Trust Bank and
Trust Bank have strong
capital base and good retail
banking as strong assets.

Thursday, February 24, 2005

tenor recorded a total sale of
N14.9 billion while the 91
days tenured segment
recorded N41.2 billion and
saw the repayment of
investors to the tune 0fN28.8
Billion.

The 182 days tenured
segment had a range of bid
rates between 12.5to 14.25
percent, issue rates 12.5 to
13.04 percent and true yields
of 13.9465 percent while the
91 days department had rates
of 11 to 12.75 percent, 11 to
12.5 percent and 12.9026
prcentrespectively.

for the twelve-month perlod
ending December 2004 over
the average ofthe CPI for the
twelve month period ending
December 2003" was 15
percent.

This, according to it, was
lower than that recorded by
making similar comparison
in November 2004.

Also, it revealed that the
composite food index rose by
only one percent in the
review period,saying that this
reality was caused by
increases in the prices of
staples, diary and poultry
products, vegetables and
non-alcoholic beverages.

Itnoted that the level ofthe
food index was higher than
that of the corresponding
period a year ago by 12.1
percent, revealing that the
average yearly rate ofrise of
the index in question was
145 percent for twelve -
month period terminating
December 2004.

FOS, further explained that
its research of retail price
increases in the urban and
rural areas in the period ,
showed an increase of 1.7
percent as the average level
of prices stood at 129.7 in
December as against 127.6
recorded in November.

According to it “the
increase in the index was
caused by rise in the prices
ofsome food items, alcoholic
beverages, clothing and
services.

FirstAtlantic, Chatered Bank openoffers

e-public offers of First

Atlantic Bank Pic and

Chatered Bank pic
opened Monday across the
nation as the banks move to
raise funds from the capital
market on the way to meeting
Central Bank of Nigeria (
CBN) mandated capital
base.

According to Chattered
Bank pic officials during its
completion board meeting,
2.4 billion ordinary share
offer of 50 kobo each at
3,40 kobo is a bid to raise
N8.4 billion in order to beef
up its capital base.

The offer will be over seen
by the issuing houses IBTC
and FBM  (Merchants)
Bankers with a multitude of
securities firms acting s

stock brokers to the offer.

First Atlantic Bank which
is the leading bank in the
proposed Astra Bank pic
made up of Assurance Bank
Limited, Guardian Express
Bank and Manny Bank pic is
making a bid to raise the over
N5 billion mandated on each
bank in the group.

The offer which goes for
N2.50 kobo per share
according to the bank’s CEO,
Mr. Okey Nwosu, isbound to
be a success, saying that the
offer price should be a great
encouragement to investors.

He stated that the offer
proceeds will enable the bank
up grade its IT capacities,
expanding its franchise and
provide needed
administration costs.

First Atlantic is noted in the
industry for its capacity in the
areas electronic and
telephone banking.

The bank’s offer is spear
headed by IBTC and Future
View securities Ltd as dual
issuing houses.

It hopes to raise N6.9
billion from the offer to
further up its shareholders
fund from its current position

of N4.3 billion.
Nevertheless, the First
Atlantic offer for

subscription of 3 billion
ordinary shares of 50 kobo
each at N2.50 per share
which opened on Monday,
February 21, will close with
the Chattered Bank pic offer
on Monday March 21,2005.

ps N64.7bn excess liquidity

Comparatively, it would

seem that the moderation o *
the minimum rediscount rat"j"P

to 13 percent by CBN is not
showing investment in the
securities market yet.

Experts had contended that
the reduced MRR will see the
flow of funds to the capital
market and the real sector
generally, but this seems not
to be an indication that
investors are more security
conscious presently, which is
expected as the budget is not
yet approved.

Inflation rate now 10906, says FOS

“The yrban all items
monthly index fell by 1.7
percent over the period
while the rural all items
index rose by 3.2 over same
period,” it stated.

JAIZ moves to
raise capital
base

From Yusha’u A. Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Kano)

T "AlZ International Bank

| Fc the first proposed
% Jislamic Financial
Institution in Nigeria, has
opened its investors forum in
a bid to meet up with N25
billion banks capital
requirement introduced by
the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN).

Speaking at the first
investors forum in Kano, the
chairman, Board of
Directors of the proposed
Islamic Bank, Dr. Umaru A.
Mutallab stated that the
institution will meetthe new
capital requirement, since it

earlier met the N2 billion
capitalisation.
He charged investors,

particularly Muslims to buy
JAIZ shares to enable it meet
the N25 billion
recapitalisation fixed by the
CBN.

Also speaking at the
forum, Alhaji Aminu Dantata
stated that they will ensure
that JAIZ meets the taiget. He
also implored wealthy
Nigerians to patronise the
Bank.

Meanwhile, the bank’s
management statement that
already, a memorandum of
understanding has been
signed between the bank and

the Islamic Bank of
Bangladesh (IBBL) to
provide technical and

management services to
JAIZ, with emphasis on
skills development.

The financial institution
which submitted its
application to CBN in 1999
for approval to operate a
recognised bank, also issued
2.5 billion ordinary shares as
Initial Public Offer (IPO),
which was over subscribeid
by about 120 percent.

The shareholders of the
bank includes Muslims and
Non-Muslims.
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bullied staff - \Witness

ormer WorldCom
Incorporated’s CEO,
Bernard Ebbers

:dhis finance chiefas a
“short man” and criticized
him, for being too
conservative when he spoke
with stock analysts about the
company’s outlook,
according to testimony at his
fraud trial on Tuesday. '

Scott Hamilton, a former
investor relations manager at
WorldCom who is one ofthe
final witnesses for the
prosecution, also described
Ebbers to jurors as an
“intimidating” boss with a
temper.

In one incident, Hamilton
testified, he received an e-mail
from a “crazy” person with an
illegitimate offer to buy the

company. Rather than
bringing the e-mail to Ebbers’
attention, Hamilton
forwarded it to the

company’s lawyers.

When Ebbers found out
about it, “he was very upset”
that he had not been
immediately alerted to the e-
mail, Hamilton testified.

“He cursed and told me
not to ever f’ing do that
again,” Hamilton toldjurors.
“He told me ifthere was ever
an f’ing offer to buy the
company. I’d better take it
directly to him.”

Hamilton also said
Ebbers-charged with fraud in
connection with WorldCom’s

scandal-often ridiculed
Chief Financial Officer
Scott Sullivan.

“He talked regularly
about Sullivan’s stature,
calling him ‘short nfan
bdhind his back,” Hamilton
sajd. At other times Ebbers
would criticizc the finance
Ichiefbecause “he felt Scott
Sullivan was too conse-
rvative iri guiding
analysts” about the
company’s eami-ngs.

Federal prosecutors
have argued to the jury that
Ebbers was obsessed with
the company’s earnings
guidance, and refused to
lower it even when
WorldCom’s finances
began to deteriorate.

Instead, they charge, he
orchestrated a massive
accounting fraud that
eventually involved hiding
billions of dollars in
expenses so the company’s
earnings could meet Wall
Street’s expectations.

Ebbers insisted on
meeting those estimates,
prosecutors charge,
because he was concerned
that any failure would
result in a steep drop in
WorldCom stock-which
made up the bulk of his
personal wealth and with
which he secured personal
loans of more than $400
million.

Investigators uncover-
ed the accounting fraud in

*DollaF Bounces back
against Euro, Yen

He dollar bounced back
against the euro and
the yen yesterday after

South Korea said long-term
plans to diversify its foreign
exchange reserves did not
mean it would sell the US
currency.

The dollar’s recovery
gained momentum after a
Japanese Finance Ministry
official told Reuters that
Japan had no plans to
diversify its foreign exchange
reserves-the largest in the
world at almost $850 billion-
by buying euros.

On Tuesday the dollar
suffered its biggest one-day
fall against major currencies
since December as the market
seized on reports South
Korea’s central bank planned
to spread its $200 billion of
reserves, the world’s fourth
largest, among a wider array
of currencies.

The currency volatility
prompted the Qank of Korea
to clarify yesterday that its
reserve diversification plans
were not new and did not
mean the central bank would
soon sell dollars for other
currencies.

“The market has been
trading on speculation, as
opposed to hard facts,” said
Shahab Jalinoos, senior
currency strategist at ABN
Amro.

“Yesterday’s news hit the
dollar but today’s comments
from South Korea are more

opaque and the market has
become more sanguine.”

The euro dropped a
third of a percent from the
US close to S1.3208 by 3:23
a.m. yesterday, off earlier
six-week highs 0f$1.3273.

The dollar rose two
thirds of a percent against
the yen to 104.71 yen.
recovering from a 15
percent slide on Tuesday.

The euro was also up
over a third of a percent
against the Japanese
currency at 138.60 yen after
hitting a seven-week high
above 138.80 yen.

The closely watched
Ifo pan-German business
climate index for February
is due at 4 a.m. yesterda\,
forecast to show a rise to
96.75 from 96.40 in Januaiy.

A three-year decline in
the U.S. currency has been
fueled by worries the
world’s central banks,
especially in Asia, arc
shifting their reserves
away from the dollar ami
making it more difficult for
the United States to fund
its current account gap.

“Given the magnitude
ofthe dollar’s fall yesterda\
there’s a potential for a
rebound as South Korea
makes it clear that it has no
intention to dump dollars."
said Hideaki Furumaya.
forex manager at Trust and
Custody Services Bank in
Tokyo.

2002 and the company was
forced to file for bankruptcy
protection. Six  senior
executives were eventually
indicted for fraud.

Ebbers is the only one of
those executives to plead not
guilty. He faces up to 85 years
in prison if convicted on all
counts.

.il prices fell yesterday

p jbut held above $51 a

/ i'barrel, retaining some

oflthe previous day’s surge

as traders fretted about the

impact ofaweaker US dollar
on energy markets.

Analysts said continuing
cold weather in the Western
Hemisphere as well as supply
concerns also set a high floor
for crude.

Prices pulled back yeste-
rday as the president of the
Organization of Petro-leum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
sought to quell concerns that
the group would cut back on
produ-ction. Sheik Ahmad

Nokia says it plans po price cuts

The world’s top mobile

phone maker, Finland’s

Nokia , plans no new
price cuts this year after clawing
back some global market share
and expects strong sales in
booming China to help drive
future growth.

Nokia Chief Executive
Officer Jorma Ollila told
reporters that tactical price
cuts on some products in the
first halfof2004 had a positive
impact on sales and market
share in the latter part of last
year.

“Price cuts are not part of
our (overall) strategy this year,”
Ollila said during a visit to mark
two decades of Nokia doing
business in China.

Last year’s price cuts had
“only a minor impact on our
margins year-on-year,” he said,
without elaborating.

But underscoring heated
competition in the global
handset market and continued
pressure to keep prices low,
Ollila said price reductions in

the industrx were likel\ to

Special
Discount
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From N229,500

eet

Nokia had slashed prices
in an effort to regain market
share lost to rivals including
Motorola Inc. and Samsung
Electronics.

The firm that produces
one in every three phones
sold around the world said it
aimed to further increase
market share by ramping up
production of more
sophisticated phones.

Nokia posted better-than-
expected quarterly earnings
in the fourth quarter of 2004
and has predicted that sales
would post their first
quarterly rise in four years iif
the first quarter.

Still, analysts have said
that 2005 is set to be a
tougher year for Nokia and
its competitors. Handset unit
sales are forecast to grow by
just eight percent, according
to market rese-arch group
Strategy Analy-tics. That’s a
quarter of the growth pace
seen in 2004 and below
Nokia’s forecast ofarpund 10
percent.

Fahad alAhmad al Sabah,
who is also Kuwait’s oil
minister, said OPEC won’t
allow prices to “surge to
record levels.”

Light sweet crude for
April delivery fell 22 cents to
$51.20 a barrel by midday in
Europe in electronic trading
on the New York Mercantile
Exchange. Heating oil for
March delivery was down
more than a centat $1.4285 a
gallon.

Brent crude was down 12
cents at $48.50 on the
International Petroleum
Exchange.

In response to Tuesday’s
spike ofnearly $3 a barrel - to
a more than three-month high
-Al Sabah said OPEC would
react to help cap any surge
in prices, but gave no specific
details. His comments
tempered lingering concerns
about a possible supply cut
next month when OPEC
members gather in Iran on
March 16.

OPEC collectively produ-
ces more than a third of the
world’s crude, and its dec-
isions on raising or lowering
output quotas can have a
significant impact on prices.

But market participants
are looking past the OPEC
meeting and are starting to
worry about longer-term
supply, said Michael Guido,
director of commodity
strategy in New York for Fren-
ch bank Societe Generale.

“Spare production capa-
city has always been an
issue, but if these global oil
demand forecasts are on the
money, can supply keep up?”
lie asked. "OPLX seems to be
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at (maximum) capacity right
now.”

Speculative trading by
hedge funds also helped
drive crude prices higher
Tuesday.

“We saw prices go up a
dollar in the morning based
on colder weather and when
we saw prices rally in the
afternoon, some people blam-
ed it on the dollar weakness,”
said analyst Deborah White
of SG Securities in Paris.
“There is also the sentiment
that demand growth is not
slowing.”

The US currency swoo-
ned against leading count-
erparts Tuesday after the
South Korean central bank
said it was diversifying its
foreign currency holdings.
Y esterdaty, South Korea
denied that it would sell the
dollar to do so.

A weaker US dollar
generally triggers a rise in
crude prices because oil is
priced iji that currency,
making it relatively cheaper
when bought in yen, won or
other currencies.

“That currency shift
could raise demand because
it’s actually cheaper” for
countries like Japan to buy
crude, said Victor Shum, an
analyst in Singapore for
energy market consultants
Purvin & Gertz.

Oil isnow 50 percent more
expensive than a year ago
due to robust global demand,
limited spare production
capacity and concerns about
disruptions to output,
especially in insurgency-
ridden lIraq and strike-hit
Nigeria.
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Why Soludo’s banking reform is faulty - Falalu Bello

oremost banker a'ndformer managing di

rector of Habib Nigeria Bank Limited,

Alhaji Falalu Bello is the current chair-

man o fIntercity Bank Pic. Alhaji Falalu who was

also managing director of the Nigerian Agricul-

tural Cooperative and Rural Development Bank

(NACRDB) before he voluntarily resigned, spoke

to newsmen shortly after the 15th annual gen-

eral meeting (AGM) of Intercity Bank held
penultimate Thursday in Kdtsina.

Hefaulted the Soludo-induced recapitalisation

of banks and pitched tent with the Senate on

categorisation of banks,

saying that is the most

realistic option for Nigeria. The ex-bank chief
also explained why banks shy awayfrom lending
\to the real sector ofthe economy, why Intercity is
\going to the capital market to raise N17 billion,
and many more. Our Group Business Editor,
Ahmed I. Shekarau who was at the briefing, re-
Jproduces part of itfor publication.

Excerpts:-

The Senate recently amended
\the (Central Bank o fNigeria Act

unitapproved the categorisation
jofbanks into big, medium and
\small. How doyou look at such
categorisation?

Thank you very much. From
!legislative history in Nigeria, this
i categorisation thing is nothing
inew. Ifyou go by the subsisting
| banking law in Nigeria, there are
| basically four categories of

banks. They are listed in the
jcontext of their capitalisation.
: They listed them as merchant and
;commercial, profit and loss, and
Icommunity. And each of those
;categories of banks is ascribed
j.some capital.
| And my own personal view
jis that | welcome that
;categorisation. Basically because
i1 personally don’t believe that
Ibanks in Nigeria should have the
same size. There should be room
| for very big, medium and small,
iInfact, you can go and look
relsewhere. We (Nigeria) were a
British colony. So a lot of the
things we do in Nigeria today are
traceable to the British
happening, in terms'ofeconomy
and politics. Of course, over
time, things have changed here
and there. In Britain for example
today, there are over 560 banks.
And these banks do not have the
same capital base. Out of these
| 560, there are only five that are-
icalled clearing banks. All the rest
| are notin clearing, which means
| all the rest are not of the same
Isize. So | don’t see any reason
jwhy we should legislate the same
Isize forall banks in Nigeria. That
is my view on this as an
individual.

As an institution, we

(Intercity) have banks that we
i use for our correspondences in
| the United Kingdom. One of
| them is a high street bank - one
ofthe big banks. And the second
lone we use is a bank that has
lonly a single branch in London.
It is healthy. And it has a capital
base of #13 million. And it is
j operating. Now if an economy
| the size of Britain’s economy can
iallow a bank of that size to
joperate because they need its
| services, 1 don’t see anj( reason
why we should, in the process
ofreform, kill the ones we have.
We should allow them to operate
i at that level and let the big ones
;operate ata big level. And let the
medium ones operate ata medium
Ilevel

In the light of the senate’
jcategorisation of banks, what
\ will Intercity Bank do?

Our position is that we want
to be in the league of the mega
banks. We’ve already taken
decisions at both our board
meetingsand general level. There
is every reason for us to be there.

| believe based on our

accounts which you all have, in
the last five years for example,
we have a successful story to
tell. We believe, quite like most
of the banks that have gone to
the capital market to sell their
shares, we equally are going to
the market, and our shares arc
sellable. We believe we’ll succeed
in raising this money (N17
billion). If we do succeed we’ll
be in a position to be a mega
bank.

And perhaps coming from
this part of the country (the
North), I think it’s a welcome
development. As you are aware,
outofthe six clearing banks that
we have in the country, which
are the big-sized banks, none is
having its roots from this partof
the country (the North). Let us
face it. There is a relationship
between politics and economy.
W here a section ofyour country
isimpoverished you are inviting
trouble for yourselves. So, |
believe it is in our interest, as a
nation as a whole, for the entire
country to have financial
intermediation available and
accessible to them.

And | believe for Intercity
Bank to raise that money and be
amegabank will be advantageous
to the nation’s economy, it’s
advantageous to the region
(North), and to its people. |
mean,-1 must not be its chairman.
It doesn’t matter. You begin a
process for positive change.

W hether I'm ("chairman) or
not is inconsequential. Butwe’re
going to work assiduously to
ensure that Intercity Bank joins
the league of mega banks in
Nigeria. It is to our benefit as a
nation, it is to our benefit as a
people, and as a region. And |
believe we should work towards
it.

In the event that you
successfully raise N17 billion
and add that to your current
shareholders funds, Intercity
cannot be a mega bank by the
Central Bank of Nigeria's
definition. Now, what areyour
options? Are you planning to
acquire some banks, merge or
allow Intercity to be acquired?
I fyou areplanning any ofthese,
canyou tell ussome ofthe banks
you are currently talking to?

Letme say thatat leastyou’re
aware ofourplans. Ifthis public
issue succeeds and we are able to
raise 17 billion plus what we
have now, we are going to be near
N 20 billion. Ifwe are able to get
N 20 billion by April, even by
crawlingwe’ll be able to get N 25
billion by December.

But that is not to say that we
have forgone the option of
merger and acquisition.

Long before Soludo’s policy
we at Intercity have been
thinking of merger. Infact we had
gone far in terms of our

discussions with another bank,
we have decided to merge even
before Soludo. Then Soludo catfie
with his N 25 billion which made
us to go back to the drawing
board because even if we had
merged with the other institution,
we wouldn’t have gotten the
N 25 billion which is now the

prescribed minimum capital. So

Falalu Bello

we began to talk to others. It is
on record that our group was
perhaps was the first group that
was formed within the first six
weeks of this policy. So we are
still discussing with some banks.
| believe in the not too distant
future we may come out to make
a public pronouncement of a
merger with at least a particular
bank. I wouldn’t give the name
now because we are not there.
Even ifwe merge, with that bank
and ifour public issue succeeds,
well be there with N 25 billion.

But believe me, we are not
looking only at N 25 billion. Since
we’ve decided to be a mega bank,
what we are looking at is more
than N 25 billion. We believe that
ifour two issues succeed, we are
looking ata figure of N 30 billion.
And ifyou are able to get N30
billion then we have passed the
stage ofsurvival. We look at this
thing in stages, the state we are
in now is the stage of survival.
Because until you getN 25 billion
you are not surviving. Then we
will talk about consolidation,
expansion, specialisation and
then excelling. I believe once we
are able to get to that level of
N 25 billion we can compete,
looking at it from what | said,
whetherAve like it or not, whether
we say it or not, the fact remains
that 80 per centofour operations
isinnorthern Nigeria. I can’trun
away from that fact today maybe
we can change it later, that’s a
different matter. And | believe
this particular society is grossly
under banked. I’'m not talking of
banking in the context of number
of banks. I'm talking about
banking in the context of
availability ofcounter service. |
m from a village. | don’t know
whether-*ou are from one, but
there is no bank in my village.
And | believe if a bank opens a
branch in my village it will be
profitable.

We are just frdm the emirs
palace to pay a courtesy call and
tell him why we are here and one
ofthe needs which he made to us
is that he hopes and prays that
in his own lifetime we shall have
branches in at least four local
governments in his emirate. | can
tell you that there are 34 local

governments in Katsina State. 1
don’tbelieve that more than 5 of
them have banking services. So
there are about 30 wvirgin
potential branches that are not
there.

So if we are able to do that,
sky will be the limit. What is
important, by the time we finish
this capitalisation, we do the

merger, we get to the level 0 fN 30
billion, we that are here, we
fashion out and direct the bank
to where it should be. We leave
the rest to history. So we have
not ruled out the option of
merger, we are still in discussion.
| cannot tell you the bank because
I don’t have the mandate to
announce but we shall soon call
you to announce.

This issue of capitalisation
is a very troublesome wordfor
the banks. Wecan see everybody
running around and you are
talking o fKatsina State,you are
talking of a bank that has its
roots in the north. Thereare lots
of other banks that have their
roots in the north and all of
them perhaps are equally in the
process ofrecapitalisation. Now,
one would have expected that
one or two o fthese banks would
have come together put their
efforts together be in aposition
to look beyond the north. Let us
getoneortwo bigger banksfrom
the south and come up. Whyare
you not looking in that
direction?

You cannot say you cannot
sensitise and mobilise people to
invest in shares. Assuming we
come to the marketataprice ofx
amount. | can assure you that x
amount is not going to be more
than the price of a newspaper
that you are selling. What is
important isone, to demonstrate
the importance of banking in a
modem society. As far as I’'m
concerned, | cannot see any
society that can grow without
financial intermediation. In other
words, financial intermediation is
a necessity for the economic
growth of any society today.
“Our responsibility, we that are
privileged to have worked in the
banking industry, is to sensitise
our people, ofthe importance of
banking of the importance of
having these institutions in their
midst. I’'m not saying others
wouldn’t open branches here,
look we are all human beings. For
example, if you go into any
branch of a bank like National
bank, by the nature ofthe people
you see, you know it is owned
by people from the South West.
It isjust a natural thing. Ithas its

roots, target catchments is there.
Similarly if you go into any
branch of Intercity, by the nature
ofthe workers you see, are from
this part of the country. That Is
equally a reality we cannot
change. So even ifyou don’twant
intermediation, you are rich
enough, do you business alone,
Xhich is not true, at least you
want an avenue foryour children
to be employed. So thatalone, is
another reason why people
should invest in the banking
industry. Sowhat is critical is for
us who are privileged to have
worked in the banking industry
to sensitise our people on the
need for them to come and invest
in these issues when they come
into the market. And that’s
lexactly what we are doing, or
why are we here with you? It’s
not because you want to see my
face. It’s because | want to talk.
We want to exchange ideas, we
want to tell you what is our
thinking. So that you will go and
tell others because you have the
mouth bigger than mine, the
capacity largerthan mine to talk
to the public. And I think we are
in the process. | don’t know
whether you were at our dinner
yesterday, if you were, at least
the highest representation that
-can come from Katsina State, is
the governor. He was there, he
spoke along these lines because
that is the reality. Ifatthe end of
this exercise, we don’t have one
two three banks from this part
ofthe country, I believe itwill be
a big blow to the economic
survival and growth ofNorthern
Nigeria. That is the fact that |
can say anywhere without any
apology. So what is critical here
is forus to realise that there is no
going back on this policy. What
the senate has done is just to
modify the policy, they haven't
abolished it. Lets take the
courage and do it and that’s
exactly what we are doing.
Interms ofhow do we get there?
- by sensitisation, by legwork,
by going to talk to people, telling
them, showing them and | believe
that is what we are here to do. If
we all do this | believe we will
succeed. As to your question on
why not merger then
capitalisation? I believe these are
all options. I believe you and me,
we have tried both like | said
earlier, even before Soludo,
Intercity Bank was talking to
merge with anotherbank because
we saw' the opportunity in size.
So we wanted to be bigger. Yes
we can getbigger by continuously
instead of given dividend,
keeping itto recapitalise the bank.
That ispossible. I mean first bank
thatisatN 40 billion, has attained
N 40 billion in a period of 105
years.

Given whatyou have said so
far regarding the N25 billion
recapitalisation policy which
has made many bank executives
running helter-skelter, what are
your fears for the Nigerian
banking industry?

Maybe | should begin by
saying what did the industry do?
And | think that is relevant.
Despite the passion that the
industry has been having for a
long period oftime, I think it has
been a very vibrant growing
industry in the last almost 20
years. Don’t forget, for example,
the north here until 1982 we only
had one bank - Bank ofthe North
in the entire northern Nigeria,
owned by the northern Nigerian
government. From 1982 to about
1987, we had only an addition of
three banks - Societe Generale
Bank from Kwara, BCCI
headquarter in Kano and Habib
Bank, headquartered in Kaduna.

Now let us look at what
happened since the liberalisation
of the sector. From four banks,
we have 17 banks today before

>

Soludo, that we can call northern
based because at least 50 percent
ownership of those 17 banks is
northern. So this is an industry
that has grown and as it grow, it
brought about changes typical
example is the abolishment off|
rural banking scheme which as
far as I’'m concerned was a
mistake. Banks were forced to
go to rural areas. | was MD of
Habib bank between 1994 to
1998 and | know we had 10 of
such rural branches. And nine of
the ten were making profits.

I’am avillager. And 1 do know
that in those rural communities
these banks made the difference.
| can tell you that in between
Hunkuyi and Makarfi there is a
Village called Kayole where
Habib Bank then was financing
farmers. We stated financing
them a cooperative farmers
group, dry season farmers. We
started them with mere N2,000.
and within the first two years
that farmers’ group was able to
acquire its own tractor at about
N 24,000 tfwen. Now that is
development. So overall I can
say, that the banking industry
despite all the bashings has done
well in terms of wealth creation
in Nigeria. There are problems
and mistakes, but it has remained
avery vibrant developing sector
in the economy, making huge
contributions towards
development of the groSs
domestic product (GDP).

Now, I’ll agree that the
banking industry has not done
well towards developing the real
sector ofthe economy. But then
1’ll go to defend it. Not because
I’'m an operator. But because it
is the reality. It is so because |
believe the government has failed
to make the real sector viable.
Take for example agriculture. If
you are a banker..., because
what is banking? Banking is
taking money from people that
have the surplus and giving it out
to those who borrow. It’s a link
between these.two stakeholders.
We have the responsibility of
making sure that whatever area
we invest in, the money comes
back.

Now agriculture in Nigeria is
not economically viable. That,
equally, is a statement of fact.
Why? It is so because it is the
faultofthe government. That I’ll
make bold to say it anytime,
anywhere. Two key things are
wrong. Yield and pricing in our
Nigerian context. There’s no
economy in the world today,
including the most capitalist of
the capitalist economies where
you don’t have support for
agricu'lture. The American
government today subsidises
agriculture to the extent of $1
billion a day; not a week or a
month. Ask all the governments
in Nigeria how much do they
support agriculture with. That is
what has made agriculture viable
inAmerica. And don’t forget that
the entire population ofthose in
agriculture in America are not
more than 5 percentofours. Here
you have 76 percent of your
population involved in
agriculture - primary and
secondary. What do we do to
agriculture to make itviable?

Now, if you make agriculture
viable I bet you the bankers will
run to finance agriculture. But it
is not viable. Ditto
manufacturing. Except ifyou are
in the beer industry, or
pharmaceuticals to some extent,
most of these industries are not
viable. I’'m in some that have
collapsed. Because there are
policies that are wrong. But it’s
very easy for somebody in
government or the regulatory
authorities to say you are not
financing the real sector. How do
you do it when the real sector is
noteconomically viable? Which
is the fact.

——
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Ore costs hit

feel prices—roseHy ¥ *

percent globally in
January, and by 24
ipercent in China Shares in
| steel firms have dropped

iworldwide amid concerns
Ithat higher iron ore costs will
hit profit growth.

Shares in Germany’s
iThyssenKrupp, the UK’s
| Corns and France’s Arcleor
; fell while Japan’s Nippon Steel
jslid after itagreed to pay 72%
:more foriron ore.

China's Baoshan Iron and
I Steel Corporation said it was
Idelaying a share sale because
lof weak market conditions,
ladding it would raise steel
prices to offset ore"costs.

The threat of higher raw
:material costs also hit
jindustries such as-carmakers.

France's Peugeot warned
;that its profits may decline
Ithis year as a result of the
;hjgher steel, plastic and
commodity prices.

Steelmakers have been
| enjoying record profits as
demand for steel has risen,
driven by the booming
economies of countries such
as China and India.

It sparked worries that
steel makers might not be able
to increase product prices

The boom times are far
from over, but analysts say
|that earnings growth may
slow.

The share price fall was

initially triggered by news

February 24, 2005

global

that two of the world’s
biggestiron ore suppliers had
negotiated contracts at much-
higher prices.

Miners Rio Tinto and Cia.
Vale Do Rio Dolce (CVRD) this
week managed to"boost by 72
percent the price oftheir iron
ore, akey component ofsteel.

I Analysts had expected
Japan’s Nippon to agree to a
price rise of between 40
percent and 50 percent.

Steel analyst Peter Fish,
director of Sheffield-based
consulting group MEPS, said
the extent ofCVRD s price rise
-was “uncharted territory”,
adding that the steel industry
“hasn’t seen an increase of
this magnitude probably in 50
years”.

Analysts now expect other
iron ore producers, such as
Australia’s BHP Billiton, to
seek annual price rises of up
to 70 percent.

“It sparked worries that
steel makers might notbe able
to increase product prices
further [ to cover rising ore
costs]” explained Kazuhiro
Takahashi of Daiwa
Securities SMBC.

In Europe, Arcelor shed 2.1
percentto 17.58 euros in Paris,
with ThyssenKrupp dropping
1.7 percent to 16.87 euros. In
London, Corns fell 2.2percent
to 55.57 pence.

Japan’s biggest steel
company Nippon Steel lost

[EE—
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steel firms

2.8 percent to 378 yen, with
closest rivaj JFE Holdings
down 3.4 percent.

China’s Baoshan, the
country’s largest steel
producer, said that the

uncertainty surrounding the
industry has prompted it to
pull its planned share sale.

The firm had been
expected to offer 22.5bn yuan
($2.7bn) worth of shares to
investors. No. date has been
given for when the 5 billion
shares will come to the
market.

Baoshan stock climbed on
news of the delay and its
decision to increase the price
of its steel by 10 percent.

European airline, Air France-
KLM, founded in May by Air
France’s mergerwith its Dutch
rival KLM, has been named
airline of 2005 by Air
Transport World air industry
magazine, for its “remarkable”
transformation and “philoso-
phy of aggressive global
growth.”

Air France-KLM president
Jean-Cyril Spinetta and vice
president Leo Van Wijk acce-'
pted the award late Tuesday
during a ceremony that also
gave awards to regional low-
cost air carriers Air Asia and
Virgin Atlantic.

“The merger with KLM
and the subsequent privati-
sation of AF are worthy of
special recognition,” ATW
Editorial Director J.A.
Donoghue said at the cere-

Page 17

Alr France-KLM

named

mony.

“Combining two of Euro-
pe’s legendary flag carriers
into the largest airline in the
world should begin the much-
needed rationalization of
capacity while providing
substantial benefits from the
merger,” he added.

In abriefspeech, Spinetta
recalled what prompted the
merger ofthe two companies:
“we were at risk because we
were middle weight champ-
ions in a heavy weight,
business.”

Ten farmers bag BAT

sgart of its initiatives
A to encourage farmers

ta improve crop
quality and quantity, BAT
Nigeria, through its subsi-
diary company, BAT Iscyin
Agronomy (BATIA) has
awarded prizes to 10 regis-
tered farmers for their excel-
lent performance in the 2004
crop year. A statement signed
by Aliyu Ma’aji, press rela-
tions manager of BAT said.
each of the five first prize
winners went home with a
brand new motorcycle, while
the five second prize winners
were each given a portable
electricity generator set.

Be yourj>wn

Empower yourself for tomorrow’s challenges

Business School Of
Entrepreneurship (Nigeria)

In collaboration with

A

sfschbooi introduces

The event, tagged Far-
mers’ Productivity Day, was
the first of its kind and was
held at the BATIA office in
Iseyin Township, Iseyin
Local Government Area of
Oyo State. It was attended by
important dignitaries inclu-
ding the traditional monarch
of Ago Are town, the Are, of
Ago Are, Oba Jubrila Oyesijt.

At the occasion, Alhaji
Fatai Okunlade, emerged the
overall best grower in the 2004
crop year. He achieved a total
yield of 3,306 kilograms of
tobacco per hectare and sold
the highest quantity of toba-
cco, 8.597 kilograms. He also

Management Programme in Entrepreneurship

planted 300 trees and has
been a positive influence on
his colleagues in the area of
food production. For his feat,
Alhaji Okunlade was presen-
ted with 50,000 Naira cash, in
addition to his motorcycle.

Meanwhile, BAT said in
another statement that it is
has launched the second
phase ofits Proudly Nigerian
Corporate Advertising Cam-
paign.

The campaign was flag-
ged ofifby Hon. Abike Dabiri,
chairman, Federal House of
Representatives Committee
on Media and Publicity at a

airline

of the year

He also praised the United j
States as “a country that sym- |
bolizes optimism and dyna- j
mism,” and stressed that as j
the largest economy in the i
world, “the US is a key market j
forus.”

Other air carriers to carry
off awards from ATW inclu- j
ded Air New Zealand for its
remarkable resurgence after
skirting with bankruptcy in
2001, and Luxembourg’s air-
freight carrier Cargolux and
Mesa Air, which serves the
North American-region.

awards

ceremony held at the Ocean
View Restaurant in Victoria
Island, Lagos.

In her spccch, Dabiri, com-
mended BAT Nigeria for the
company’s commitment to :
the country’s development.
“There are so many things in
this country which we take for
granted. It is necessary for us
to start exploiting our God
given resources, talents and
special attributes with which
we have been so bountifully
blessed. We need to appreci-
ate and project these values.
I am pleased that BAT Nige-
ria has harnessed such at-
tributes and is presenting
them in an impressive Way for
the greater good of this na-
tion.”’

New Venture Creation

It is very disheartening to see graduates, experts who loose their jobs and retirees, roaming the streets in search of jobs. Entrepreneurial Education is the only way out of unemployment.

Wealth and a majority of jobs are created by entrepreneuriaily minded individuals, many of whom go on to create big businesses. Our Management programme in Entrepreneurship and

Pure Knowledge +

{.EARNING OBJECTIVES

learn to identify orvd recognize

Understand entrepreneurship «
process/business plan

Demonstrate negotiation and *
marketing persuasion skills

Embrace diversity/ socialization skills e

Improved financial literacy

Foster and value idea generation «

New Venture Creation (MPE & NVC) is meant to be the prelude to Entrepreneurial-success. ,,

ECONOMIC REALITY

The programme is available lor organisations (Public & Private)
willing »0 groom employees for life after service.

opportunities

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

on their own

Life Skills

WHO SHOULD APPLY

« fresh Graduates who wish to be settemployed
e Youth corps members

& Public Servants who want to start a
retirementventure

e Private sector executives who want to venture

Cx

e Members ofthe Armed Forces

e Entrepreneurs who wanl to strengthen their
entrepreneurial capacity

The MPE A NVC is offered os a full-time or port-time.
FULLTIME STUDY: 8 weeks (Intensive) 7:30am 6:00pm
PART TIME STUDY: 14 weeks, (Highly Intensive) Thursday, Friday 4-7pm and Saturday 8am-5pm.

+ Self Empowerment

REGISTRATION:

Forms are available for the programme at:

Kaduna Business School

13B, Ohikere Street, Off Inuwa Wada Road, U/RImi, Kaduna - Nigeria.
E-mail: Kbs@wwlkad.com, kadunabusinessschool@yahoo.com

For Further Information, Please Coll:

Mohammed - 0803 301 5272,
El-meena - 0803 755 5570,

062-246535,

Kenny - 0802 363 8631,
0802-364 5350


mailto:Kbs@wwlkad.com
mailto:kadunabusinessschool@yahoo.com
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

I COMPANY NAME

ICUTIX PLC

:Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
ITHE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRESCO PLC.

| Sector Totals

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
;DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.

;R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.

Sector Totals

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC

AFRIBAfIK NIGERIA PLC.
COOPERATIVE BANK PLC.

EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
GUARANTY TRUST BANK PLC.
GULF BANK OF NIGERIA PLC

INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK BLC.

INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
fNTERCONTINENTAL BANK.PLC.
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.

OCEANIC BANK PLC

OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC
TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC
WEMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC

Sector Totals

BREWERIES

GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.

NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.

Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS

ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.
BENUETCEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC

WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.

Sector Totals

CHEMICAL & FAINTS

BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAP PLC.

D. N. MEYER PLC.
NIGERIA-GERM AN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals

CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
CFAO NIGERIA PLC.
CHELLARAMS PLC.

JOHN HOLT PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.

P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
U.AA.C.NIGERIA PLC.

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

CONSTRUCTION

COSTAIN (W.A) PLC.

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals

*ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
"NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.
Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals

HEALTHCARE

CHRISTLIEB PLC.

EKOCORPPLC.

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.

MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC.

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.

GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC
Sector Totals
HOTEL & TOURISM
TOURIST COMPANY OF NIGERIA PLC
Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUMACO PLC.
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
B.0.C. GASES PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
VONO PRODUCTS PLC.
Sector Totals
INSURANCE
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC
ALICO INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC
aMUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals
WACHINERY(MARKETING)
3LACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC.
Sector Totals
MANAGED FUNDS
. & I LEASING PLC.
Sector Totals
PACKAGING
3ETA GLASS COMPANY PLC.
LY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PLC.
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
\FROIL PLC.
\FRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
‘TERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
rfOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
;onoil PLC.
Texaco (Nigeria)plc.
OTAL NIGERIA PLC

**>ANDO PLC.
iector Totals
*RINTING & PUBLISHING
JAILY TIMES PLC.
iector Totals
IEALESTATE
JACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
lector Totals
EXTILES
JNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
ector Totals
verall Totals
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

QUANTITY TRADED

NO OF DEALS
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17.00
11.46

1.90
6.52

3.42
6.63
1.92
2.26
23.70
1.33

’10.70

0.60
0.57
1.39
7.81
0.68
1.20
2.80
4.35
1.60
7.41
1.62
10.00
19.88
0.74
3.93
13.65

96.44
37.50

23.99
4.35
7.41
10.00

1.00
5.60
1.71
0.80
16.04
12.98
14.17
1.11

0.98
14.70

0.84

24.00
54.46
16.61
52.57
145.00
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20,000
20,000

194,477
7,530
202,007

1-34,062
2,803
136,865

908,358
54,012
1,625
178,237
2,427,416
954,700
2,829,671
887,300
1,128,003
461,489
21,300
58,428
1,529,919
77,890
4,219,734
20,039,294
55,984
266
47,470
1,053,585
36,256
105,684
7,116,701
44193322

450,374
1,646,844
2,097,218

561,379
3,816

119,430
184,626
869,251

499,799
572,402
199,969
2,282,910

8,055
60,107
68,162

10,000
10,000

20,000
213,675
44,473
138,505
181,484
598,137

101,164
255,500
57,340
2,500
7,000
108,600
55,646
587,750

250
250

155,416
81,233
10,518
152,340
11,859
411366

1,002
50,000
2,540
4,000
1,000
1,982,803
17,251
20,000
22,702
2,303
2,103,601

50
50

50,000
50,000

799
200,000
200,799

6,500
161,224
64,000
90,166-
47,543
12,437
37,878
270,877
685,625

100,444
100,444

168,554
168,554

141,825
141,825
55,024,827

26,000.00
26,000.00

3.281.953.60
85.162.20
3,367,115.80

263,145.45
17,41 1.56
280,557.01

3,106,584.36
358.099.56
3.120.00
402,815.62
57,661,765.58
1,292,546.32
29,727,140.85
546.830.00
642.961.71
641.469.71
166.353.00
39.731.04
1,768,178.75
218.092.00
18.079.209.50
33,988,178.28
414.841.44
430.92
474.700.00
20,969,747.07
27,024.88
415.338.12
96.844.715.69
267,789,874.40

44,260,799.56
62,642,798.01
106,903,597.57

13.168.838.50
16,599.60
887,784.30
1,879,269.26
15952,491.66

252,853.32
38.850.00
4,01)0.00
143,750.42
439,453.74

14.001.00
225.659.56
1,068.75
21.562.04
14,830,847.97
6,463,258.00
8.110.936.34
221.965.59
29.889.299.25

7,893.90
883,427.90
89132180

8.232.00
8.232.00

485.555.00
11,873,385.65
738,696.53
7.336.909.57
26.014.951.51
46.449.498.26

56,651.84
155.855.00
190,942.20

13.000.00

7.560.00
358.380.00
482.353.71

1,264,742.75

1.122.50
1.122.50

267,315.52
79,608.34
30.232.20

463.693.44
22,532.10

863.381.60

601.20
104,976.78
3.556.00
6.040.00
930.00
5.450.185.57
62,321.97
18.400.00
21,880.56
6,540.52
5.675.432.60

33.50
33.50

70.000.00
70.000.00

3,092.13
190,000.00
193.092.13

5.055.00
10.157.299.44
130.560.00
16,300,158.03
5.698.729.69
1,927,555.40
6,035,750.16
24,568,026.72
64.823.134.44

64.779.72
64.779.72

1.496.023.35
1.496.023.35

309.270.40
309.270.40
546,758, 454.48

REPORTAS AT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2005
VALUE OF SHARES

TOP 10 TRADES YESTERDXY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
UBN 1,053,585.00 20,969,747.07 352
[MB 1,128,003.00 642,% 171 14
MANNYBANK  1,529,919.00 1,768,178.75 13
NB 1,646,844.00 62,642,798.01 471
N1GERINS 1,982,803.00 5,450,185.57 13
FIRSTBANK 2,427,416.00 57,661,765.58 607
GUARANTY 2,829,671.00 29,727,140.85 - 246
OCEANIC 4,219,734.00 18,079,209.50 48
ZENITHBANK  7,116,701.00 96,844,715.69 251
OWENABANK 20,039,294.00 33,988,178.28 49

TOP 10GAINERS

SVBOL IASTCLOSE  YESTERDAYSCLOE  CHANGE
NOLCHEM 118.99 120.00 +L01

ASHAKACEM 2350 23.99 +0.49
MAY &BAKER 5.05 « 530 +0.25
LEVBROS 15.80 16.04 +024
OKOMUOIL 16.77 17.00 +023

GUARANTY 1050 10.70 +0.20
JBERGER 1451 1470 +0.19
ROYALEX 345 3.62 +0.17
UAC-PROP 8.75 8.90 +0.15
NIGERINS 288 3.02 +0.14
TOP 10 LOSERS

S\WBCL LASTCLOGE yESTERDAYSCLOSE CHANGE
UNIPETROL 93.50 89.60 -3.90
GUINNESS 99.79 96.44 -3.35
MOBIL 183.00 180.01 -2.99
CADBURY 56.50 54.46 -2.04
TEXACO 160.00 158.00 -2.00
NBC 54.00 52.57 -143
AP 63.40 62.00 -1.40
NB 38.50 37.50 -1.00
TOTAL 184.00 183.00 -1.00
WAPCO 1050 10.00 -0.50

Weak dollar trims Cadbury profits

he world’s biggest confectionery firm, Cadbury
Schweppes, has reported a modest rise in profits after
the weak dollar took a bite out of its results.
nderlying pre-tax profits rose 1percentto £933m ($1,78bn)
in 2004, but would have been 8 percent higher if currency
movements were stripped out.

The owner of brands such as Dairy Milk, Dr Pepper and
Snapple generates more than 80 percent of its sales outside
the UK.

Cadbury said it was confident it would hit its targets for
2005.

“While the external commercial environment remains
competitive, we are confident that we have the strategy, brands
and people to deliver within our goal ranges in 2005,” said
chiefexecutive, Todd Stitzer.

The modest profit rise had been expected by analysts after
the company said in December that the poor summer weather
had hit soft drink sales in Europe.

Cadbury said its underlying sales were up by 4 percent in
2004.

Growth was helped by its confectionery brands - including
Cadbury, Trident and Halls - which enjoyed a “successful”
year, with like-for-like sales up 6 percent.

Drinks sales were up 2 percent with strong growth in US
carbonated soft drinks, led by Dr Pepper and diet drinks, offset
by the weaker sales in Europe.

Cadbury added that its Fuel for Growth cost-cutting
programme had saved £75m in 2004, bringing total cost savings
to £100m since the scheme began in mid-2003.

UNAAB, Nestle support Soybean production

oybean production among rural farmers in four South-
West states of Oyo, Osun, Ondo and EKiti received a

oost on Tuesday with the donation of soybean
threshing machines.

The donation was made by the University of Agriculture
(UNAAB), Abeokuta, with the support of Nestle Nigeria Plc.

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports that UNAAB
has been involved in tfie popularization of Soybean production
among rural farmers in the South-West states.

The machines were meant to assist the farmers in the
threshing of Soybeans, which has been a major constraint to
Soybean harvesting.

The project, is also aimed at providing employment and
enhancing the welfare and income of the rural populace.

Speaking at the presentation, the Vice-Chancellor of
UNAAB, Professor Israel Adu, said that the collaboration
between UNAAB and Nestle commenced when Nestle
approached the University to grow soybean for the company
as raw material for some of its products.

He explained that after three years of research, UNAAB
evolved a better variety of soybean and went on pilot trials
with farmers on the field.

The Vice-Chancellor said that the donation was therefore
the ultimate in Soybean research and production.

Also speaking, the Corporate Affairs Manager of Nestle,
Dr. Sam Adenekan, remarked that with the donation a major
bottleneck in Soybean production had been overcomed.

He assured the farmers of ready market, saying that
Nestlewas prepared to buy offthe produce from them.

Responding on behalfof the beneficiaries, the Oyo State
ADP Manager, Mr Samson Adeagbo, expressed delight at the
assurance of Nestle to buy offthe produce from the farmers.

He, however, charged them to continue to buy at the
premium price as it was the only way in which the farmers
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RE-GIRL CHIT
MRS MASARI

M y attention was recently drawn to the media interview
by Safiya I. Dantiye of the Daily Trust with Hajiya
Binta Aminu Masari, the wife ofthe Hon. Speaker, House of
Representatives, on Friday, 11thFebruary, 2005.
i
As aprofessional journalist Safiya Dantiye’s selection of
guestions and chronology cannot be doubted as she stroke at
areas that directly affects the plight ofwomen in our society
today. Girl child education, morality and the predominant
menace ofgirls hawking were the focal point.

Precisely, | become worried about the respondents
conception and analyses ofthe issues raised. There is no iota
of doubt in our minds that the girl child literacy often
substituted by hawking is a menace that remains a clog in
our wheels of development. Subsequent discussions and
interviews with people in authority and women NGOs always
stops at condemnation ofthe practice without any in-depth
study on why the phenomenon persistand what is to be done
to overcome the impeding factors that fuel the resistance,
most of us forget deliberately or due to oversight what
constitutes the traditional Hausa rural economy. Perhaps
because a great majority ofdiscussants on the subject matter
have lost touch with the rural areas or the interest isjust not
there.

Women are active participants in traditional Hausa rural
micro economy and because their production industry base
Is their homes, their daughters are used to sell the product by
hawking. In the modem industry set up for instance, the
products, say flour or maggi cubes are not directly sold to
consumers by the factory itself. The companies register
dealers who are given allocations of the product in large
quantities and down the ladder are distributors and retailers
who sell the product directly to consumers. In the rural Hausa
economy, the Hausa wife produces forage (Fura-Fura),
ground nut oil, Awara and so forth. These items are mainly
sold in urban and semi urban towns where there is higher
economic activities and solvency.

The women inthe village homes find it easier to load these
items in a calabash containers or trays for their daughters to
sell, while'the male children either follow their fathers to the
farms or sentto Qur’anic schools on Almajirci far away from
home. The girl child hawking is therefore an integral
component ofthe ordinary rural women economic activity.
The profit made from this activity is virtually veiy meager
but it satisfies these women to even prepare fortheir daughters
marriage, most men in this areas shun the basic responsibility
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on them to assist their wives even in providing the daily
requirements ofthe house.

We should therefore, understand or acknowledge the
interlocking relationship ofthe girl child hawking visa-viz
the rural economy and the impact of this marriage on the
social, spiritual and economic development. Other social
and economic problems faced by the women are illiteracy,
widowhood, poverty, lack of marriage, unemployment,
prostitution e.t.c are all important areas that deserves our
prompt attention with sincere enthusiasm.

The role of women generally have often been de-
emphasized in all aspects ofsocietal development but this
Is not actually the case. The Islamic jurisprudence has
bestowed on women enormous rights and privileges, but
these rights are not being pursued by true and committed
enlightenment campaigns and foundations to assist girls who
drop-out from schools due to financial resources.

| could vividly remember the days ofthe Better Life for
Rural Women and Family Support Programmes, where in
each case elitistwomen used the target beneficiaries to usurp
money behind the shadows ofseminars and conferences held
at NICON NOGA and Sheraton Hotels. The poor rural
women were only used and dumped ina cooler.

In my view, the continued advocacy that women should
learn home base businesses is not enough commitment to
solve their economic under development. The rural industry
status needs to be looked into and proffer/introduced modem
ways to remove the hook of the hawking tradition of the
girl child’s throat. Talking and talking alone cannot solve
this issue, even though the present situation favours some
women who prefer to seek for notice only. | see no reason
why we cannot design and build industries which can process
Fura-Fura (forage) into yoghurt forms, constitute its
producers into cooperatives to feed the industry as itis done
to fruits for juices e.t.c. This is exactly the thinking we
require, if the industry can consume the Fura production
the girl child will go to school and the economic status of
these women would be boosted.

Gradually, we can industrialize what the rural or semi
urban women produced locally, we shouldn’t allow politics
and seeking for notices distract our minds from the
responsibility we owe the society.

Signed
Ya’'u Ahmed Soja
Katsina Youth Front
145 IBB Way Katsina



You can call family, friends and business associates around the couni
and rest of the world. We tower above others wherever we glo.
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President, University o fIbadan, Ahtmini Association, Otunba Stephen Ogundipe (1), Mr. Jacob M.
ijetighe, managingdirector, First Bank; Sir Remu Omotoso and Prof. Ade Odejide atthe2005annual
alumnilecture o fthe University ofIbadan, Lagosbranch, held atthe Muson centre, Lagos_ recently.

LG makes payment of
teachers' salaries priority

r Basil Ejidike,

Onitsha-South local

government
transition committee chair-
man, says prompt paymentof
primary school teachers’
salaries is now a priority for
the council.

"As you would have
noticed, teachers' salaries are
now paid at the same time or
sven before those of other
council workers," Ejidike said
in Onitsha. while addressing
headmasters and head-
mistresses.

He recalled that the
council had cleared all salary
arrears owed teachers,
assuring that delayed salary
payment for them would now
be a thing of the past

He said that the Universal
Basic Education (UBE)
scheme was an important
milestone in the country’s
educational history and
urged teachers to leave no
stone unturned toward its

Gov Chris Ngige

successful implementation.

"We do appreciate the
important role you have
played and will continue to
play in UBE and similar
schemes and you should not
relent in your laudable
efforts," he said.

Ejidike urged them to
explore career development
opportunities, saying that the
council would always
support such efforts as they

would help improve the
quality of teachers and
teaching.

He said the council had
worked out an award scheme
for teachers to father boost
excellence among them.

He commended Gov. Chris
Ngige for his ""due emphasis
on the payment of workers'
salaries in spite o fthe ongoing
massive development of
roads and other infrastruc-
ture."

University to take
delivery of 17 hostels

_IBIichael Okpara
versity ofAgricul
A ture, Umudike is to take
Idelivery of 17 new hostel
blocks.

The news about the

I hostels was contained in the
IJanuary 31, issue of the
university’s newsletter,
“MOUAU UPDATE".

The hostels were built
under a pilot project of the
federal ministry ofhousing and
urban planningto provide 1530

j rooms for students.

It stated that the hostels to
be constructed under Build-
Operate and Transfer (BOT)
agreement, in line with the

; ministry’s university hostel
development Scheme, would

:be completed within 12
months.

ftexplained that the hostels

would be built by private
developers, who would
operate them for 25 years
before handing over to the
university.

Contracts for  the
construction of the buildings
were signed by the develop-
ers, the Ministry o f Education
and the wuniversity on
December21,2004.

It said that 10 private
developers had been allo-cated
sites for*the buildings.

Meanwhile, stakeholders
have agreed that a bed space
inthe proposed hostels, would
cost N28,000 pefannum.

Only four students would
live in a room, while eight
students would share a toilet
and bathroom and have their
television sets connected to
satellite and generating sets.
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Averting ASUU’s warning strike

his column celebrated the non-occurrence of
a national strike last year 2004 by the Aca
demic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU)
and fervently wished that this year 2003 would also
tea strike-free year. It is however necessary to ob-
serve that the non-occurrence ofa national strike did
not in any way mean that all was well with the higher
education sub-sector during the period Yet it was
worth celebrating given our historical experience of
instability in the higher education sub-sector for well
over 25 years. We saw such a strike-free year as the
beginning of a new culture of constructive relations
between the state and academics as different from
the antagonistic relations that characterized the past.
We were convinced that there was a dire need for a
paradigm shift in Federal Government-ASUU rela-
tions not minding that not much has changed in the
reactionary ideological character of the government
Whichwas in conflictwith ASUU’s radical ideology.
We had thought that since the old model of antago-
nistic relations which lasted for well over 25 years
did not achieve much in real terms, it was wise for
ASUU as an organization of intellectuals to experi-
ment with a new model of constructive relationship.
This does not in any way mean defeat or sell-out but
rather a reflection ofan understanding ofdie limitof
strategies and tactics in a rapidly changing world.
This was one of the bases of our own paradigm
shift as any critical observer would have noted in
this column especially in some ofour articles in the
year 2003 following the aftermath of the last pro-
tracted national strike. The fundamental basis ofour
paradigm shift which we laboured much to articulate
in our last article provides yet another impetus for
why we do not see any reason for a continuation of
the type of positional bargaining relationship that
characterized Federal Govemment-ASUU relations
for over a quarter of a century. We sincerely wish
that both the government and ASUU would come to
terms with the imperative of constructive relations
in the 21acentury. The old way of seeing each other
can still remain but the new realities of the 21J cen-
tury characterized by the forces o f globalization and
ICT cannot be simply wished away. Many nations
and institutions all over the world are constantly ad-
justing to these new realities by finding ways of
smoothening their modus operandi and we think that
there isa limit to which Nigeria can remain dogmatic.
Our hope for a strike-free 2005 is already threat-
ened. Indications so far have given us reasons to be
worried. First, it began early in the year when the
violent students demonstrationat the University of
Lagos broke the ‘virginity’o 2005 thereby leading
to the closure of the institution. The demonstration
spread to the University of Ibadan, but was averted
in good time without any serious casualties. Secondly,
ASUU came with a widely publicized signal to go
on anational strike if the federal government fails to
meet its demands for the implementation o fthe 2002
agreement. Thirdly and more worrisome is the wide-
spread opposition to the government policy on the
privatization o fthe hostels which is yet to be resolved
peacefully. Although the situation is very discourag-
ing, there is still hope that the situation can be brought
under control if necessary precautionary measures are
taken by the government with the cooperation of
ASUU.
I, Reading the views of ASUU national President
Dr. Abdullahi Sule-Kano (see THISDAY, Thursday,
February 10,2005, front page & page 6) one cannot
but feel the same way he was after the federal gov-
ernment failed for the second time to appear at the
Abuja Federal High Court thereby leading to another
adjournment. Why for instance would the govern-
ment not appear in such a serious matter? This is
against the spirit o f constructive relations which rec-
ognizes the need for mutual respect on both sides.

But more importantly, the downward trend in
the funding ofthe universities since 1999 is not
indicative ofseriousness on the part of the gov-
ernment. In absolute terms, the government ap-
pears to be doing a lot but this should be seem
in its global context across the years. According
toASUU, the picture of government funding of
the universities since 1999 is one of declining
trend as illustrated with these statistics: 1999
(11.129%), 2000 (8.76%0), 2001 (7%0), 2002
(6.196X 2003 (4.75%0) aid 2004 (4.54%). Ifthese
statistics are correct, then the situation is unac-
ceptable. The National Universities Commission
(NUC) that usually gives us comparative abso-
lute figures of government funding should con-
firm these statistics to enable USappreciate the
magnitude of the funding problems amidst the
numerous claims about increased funding since
1999. This is necessary because we would like
to be properly guided For instance, we would
like to know if the statistics by ASUU include
the various special contract awards by the Fed-
eral Executive Council for the rehabilitation of
infrastructure in various universities which we
have commended many times in this column. If
they are inclusive o fsuch contract awards, then
the government needs to do much more.

One major problem with the government
over theyears is that sometimes it is never coor-
dinated in its dealings with ASUU. Different
bodies handling ASUU problems at times work
at cross-purposes. Why would the officials of
the Ministry of Labour and Productivity not
appear in court thereby creating a serious prob-
lem of frustration on the part of ASUU officials
who after traveling from far distancesat the risk
oftheirlives only find that government officials
in Abuja failed to appear? Yet another govern-
ment body the Federal Ministry of Education
operating from its own side is appealing to
ASUU not to go on strike because according to
its Permanent Secretary Alhaji Ibrahim Talba,
“the dons have not exhausted all avenues of dia-
logue before declaring the strike’ (see http:/
www.guardiannewsngr.com/news/article05).
And according to him, ‘government has how-
ever taken steps towards creating an avenue for
discussion of the issues with the leadership of
ASUU’ (Ibid). Can someone somewhere inter-
vene to avert this impending strike by getting
both sides together once more to trash the is-
sues out? The Honourable Minister of Educa-
tion has to come in here because it is not enough
to direct the universities to ensure full imple-
mentation of the rule of no-work, no-pay if the
three-day warning strike takes place. This sim;
ply gives the impression that the government is
helpless and is actually not doing anything to
avert the strike. From experience, such athreat
would not help matters because it can never de-i
‘ter ASUU members fromembarkingon the strike
and if any thing, it would rather fuel the spirit
and enthusiasm for the strike. It is usually be-
lieved in ASUU circle that strike is theonly lan
guage the Federal Government hears and un-
derstands. This time honoured statement of a
former ASUU national President, Dr. H. Assisi
Asobie is again under empirical test here. Do
not say we told you - the lesson fromthe history
of ASUU strikes is that no threat ever stops an
impending strike rather it acts as fuel to the fire
ofenthusiasm for the strike.

Note: For lack ofspace againtoday, we shalf
say few words asatribute to Prof. Donald Ekong
who passed away recently in our next colum

Dr. Obasi writesfrom the Department
Political and Administrative Studies, Utdver-
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Slow implementation of
UBE worries FG

he  minister

education, Professor

Fabian Osuji, has

Anressed
mjmment's dissatisfaction

the i slow pace of
implementation of the
Universal Basic Education
(UBE) scheme at the state
level.

Speaking at the fourth
UBE national steering
committee meeting in Abuja,
Professor Osuji said he was
surprised that in spite of the
free hand given to states to
participate in the project, its
implementation has remained
aproblem.

“The UBE programme isa
major strategy of the present
administration for meeting the
Education For All (EFA) goals
and restoring the lost glory
of the nation’s education

system.
The uniqueness of this
project. rests on

Unijos introduces new

*

By Salaudeen Ozigi,
(Intern)

strengthening the capacity

fedefalstates to articulate,

prioritise their needs and

implement them,” he
added.

The minister blamed the
slow pace of

implementation ofthe UBE
scheme on;administrative
bottleneck” coupled with
the lack of .capacity to
manage it at the state level,
which has forced the World
Bank and federal
government to call for the
re-constructing of the
project.

Professor Osuji,
maintained that the meeting
was crucial as it has direct
impact on the life of the
project.

He disclosed the World
Bank’s willingness to
increase funds, subject to
the performance of the

post-graduate course

he University ofJos is
to introduce

postgraduate course
on peace and conflict studies,
as part of jts contribution
towards ensuring
harmonious co-existence
among diverse groups in the

country.

The Vice-chancellor ofthe
institution, Professor,
Monday Mangwatt,

disclosed this at a workshop
organised by the Africa
Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studies, university of
Bradford, in conjunction with
university of Jos.

Prof. Mangwatt, who was
represented by the deputy
dean, school of postgraduate
studies, Dr. Bulus Gyang,
stressed that there is nothing
more important than a
peaceful environment to
ensure steady progress and
bring about development.

He expressed regret that
youths have been used to
foment trouble in the past, but
expressed optimism that the
same youths could be used
as catalyst for peace.

Also speaking at the
occasion, Plateau State
coordinator: National Poverty
Eradication Programme
r= (NAPEP), Mr. Diket Plang,
urged government to include
in the school curriculum the
prevention of conflicts and
peace education in the
nation’s secondary and
tertiary schools. *

Mr. Plang emphasised
that efforts towards poverty
eradication in Nigeria can
never be successful in the
absence of peace and the
ability to manage conflicts.

He said peace and conflict
management in Africa have
become a “strong variable for
growth, stability and
development,” adding that
the war against poverty is a

From RakiyaA.
Muhammad,
Correspondent (Jos)

collective responsibility
which requires collective
efforts to achieve success.

Mr. Kenneth Omeje, of
the University of Bradford,
said they decided to
maintain a link with the
University of Jos to foster
peace and unity among
youths by organising
seminars and workshops.

According to him, there
exists a relationship
between poverty and
conflict, which is why the
poor in the society are
usually mobilised to
participate in crises.

Mr. Omeje said youths
are the most vulnerable
members of the society
during conflicts, and
therefore urged them to
take advantage of the
programme.

present UBE project.

"We know that the
education sector will stand to
gain if more funds are made
available for future projects,
especially the proposed sector
wide project in primary,
secondary and tertiary levels
of education.”

Professor Osuji therefore,
urged states to increase the
monitoring of the progress of
implementation of the project
especially through monthly and
quarterly reports.

e Japan International
I Co-operation Agency
(JICA) has extended a

$3million life-line to the
educational sector in Niger
State.

Announcing the
assistance in Minna, the first
secretary in the Japanese
Embassy, Mr. Yoshihiro
Mizutani, said the amount will
come in materials, which will
be used to build primary

schools  for Korokpa
community in Paiko local
government.

Mr. Yoshihiro, added that
the agency had offered
assistance in other sectors
before and has also decided
to assist in the area of
education as this is the crucial
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Japan to build $3m
schools Iin Paiko LG

From Kashim Sule,
(Freelancer)
need ofthe people in Korokpa
community.

The Japanese first
secretary who later performed
the foundation laying
ceremony of the school, said
the school, design was
sponsored by the agency,
adding that all materials to be
used will be sourced locally.

According to him, the
schools when completed

would consist of 78
classrooms with toilets.
Responding, the state

The registrar JAMB, Prof. Bello Salim (1), Education Trust Fund (ETF) executive secretary, Mustapha Jaji, minister o fstatefor
education. Hajia Binta Ibrahim, minister o feducation. Prof. Fahian Osuji and Guinness managing director. ChiefKeith Richards
during the public presentation and launching of the .]omtAdmlsswns and Matriculation Board U.M.E past questlons and

answers in Abuja...recently.

No division in ASUP, says official

says the union would
continue to represent and
protect the interest of
polytechnic’s academic staff
nationwide and would not allow
the union to disintegrate
because of selfish interests.
This is coming on the heels
of the recently concluded 8t
biennial conference of ASUP
during which members of the
union from the south west zone
were alleged to have staged a
walkout.
ASUP in a statement signed

he Academic StaffUnion
I of Polytechnics (ASUP)

by its national publlcny
secretary, Victor Dawurung in
Jos, said it was unfortunate
that some of the contestants
from the south west “found it
difficult to apply their minds
to the principles ofdemocratic
elections and resorted to the
use ofcheap blackmail.”
Mr. Dawurung, called on
the south west zone to join
hands with the present
leadership of the union in
order to move ASUP to
greater heights.
Meanwhile, the new
national officials elected to

Banker canvasses more private
sector funding for varsities

Ihe managing director

of First Bank of

Nigeria Plc, Mr.
Jacobs Moyo Ajekigbe, has
called for increased private
sector partnership in the
funding of university
education.

Delivering a lecture
tagged: “the Nigerian
graduate yesterday and
today” at the 2005 Annual
Alumni Lecture of the
university of Ibadan, held
at the Shell Hall Musin
Centre, Lagos, he lamented
that the quality of
education in Nigeria has
steadily worsened over the
past 20 years.

He pointed out that
despite the fact that in the
past 20 years the students

From Samson Ojo,
Correspondent (Lagos)

intake into universities has
increased astronomically, there
has not been any
corresponding increases in the
funding and as a result,
standards have fallen.

According to him, “a lot of
employers have to refrain the
graduates from the Nigerian
educational system in order for
them (graduated) to fit into their
employers’ system as a result
ofthe poor quality ofeducation
and the inadequate curriculum
that does not address the needs
ofthe employers.”

Reflecting on his personal
experience in recruiting
graduates, Mr. Ajekogbe stated
“I believe I have had aprofound

insight into the quality and
competence of the modem
graduates through our annual
graduate recruitment
exercises.”

Commenting on how the
private sector can be more
involved in funding
universities to improve
standards in the country, he
said it could come in form of
aids, grants and endowment
funds to facilitate research
within the universities.

Speaking further, he said
“First bank has provided a
veritable example, it has over
the years, endowed
professional chairs in 15
universities nationwide with
"the current value of the
endowment totalling over
N300 million.

pHot the affairs of the union
are Mallam Muhammad Umar
Kibiya from Kano State
Polytechnic, Kano, as
national president and
surveyor, Chris Madu of the
Federal Polytechnic, Nekede,
as vice-president.

Others include, Mr. John
Ojeyokan from the Federal
Polytechnic, Bauchi, national
secretary-general; Mallam
Ibrahim Kagara from the
Niger State Polytechnic,
Zungeru as financial secretary
and Mr. Sylvanus Okonkwo
from The Polytechnic Oko, as
national assistant secretary.

Mr. Essien Edumma, ofthe
Akwa lbom State
Polytechnic, Ikot Esuruwa
was returned unopposed for
a second term while Mr. Peter
Garba of the Chemical and
Leather Technology College,
Zaria was elected national
internal auditor.

The position of the
national publicity secretary
wentto Mr. Victor Dawurung,
Plateau State Polytechnic,
Barkin Ladi.

Zonal coordinators were
also elected, with Mr. Andrew
Michael Gaye of the
Abubakar Tatarri Al
Polytechnic Bauchi incharge
of the nort-east.

Others are Mallam Buhari
Abdullahi Maiyama of the
Waziri Umaru Polytechnic
Birnin Kebbi, as zonal
coordinator, north-west and
Mr. Chukwuemeka Ojo, ofthe
Abia State Polytechnic Aba,
coordinator south east zone.

commissioner for education,
Alhaji Usman Gwaijiko, who
stood in for the state

governor said the project was
conceived with the Japanese
in the year 2000.

He said at the completion
ofthe project, space would be
provided for training science
and mathematics teachers.

ljaw
community
donates
computers to
Islamic varsity

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Katsina)

lhe ljaw community in
T'Katsina State has

sdonated 10 computer
sets and accessories to the
Katsina Islamic university.

The donation was
announced during the
conferment of a traditional
title on the governor of
Bayelsa State, chief ASP
Alamiesegha in recognition
of the contributions of ljaws
to the development of
Katsina State.

Leader of the Iljaw
community in the state, Mr.
Joe Dappa, said while
presenting the 10 compters
and other accessories to the
Emir of Katsina, Alhaji
Muhammadu Kabir Usman in
his palace, that the gesture is
aimgil argairaenoting computer
literacy in the state.

Mr. Dappa said for the
over 20 years that the ljaws
have been resident in Katsina
State, no ljaw son or daughter
has suffered any deprivation
or har.a despite the many
sectarian and ethnic violence
that have rocked the country
and praised the- level of
tolerance anu mutual co-
existence amongst the
various ethnic groups in the
state.

In response, the Emir of
Katsina Alh. Mohammadu
Kaoir Usman, praised the ljaw
community for being the first
community in the state to
make such philanthropic
gesture and assured them that
the Islamic university will
make ju ’icious use of the
items.

Meanwhile, a delegation
of Bayelsa"Slate government
led h" 'f’s secretary to the
sta.s, goveiament, Chief
Azikue and the special adviser
to the governor on political
affairs, Chief T.K.O Okorotie
were at the emir’s palace to
thank him for the conferment
of the traditional title of
(C-AINYEN KATSINA) on
Gov. Alamiesegha who will be
turbaned on March 12, "005.

Speaking to newsmen
shortly after the visit, Okorotie
said the gesture serves as an
extension of the hand of
fellowship and bond cc
friendship between the ljaws
and Katsina people which
dates back to the days of
amalgamation.

“The country needs unity,
and we have to continue to
build bridges across both
sides ofthe Niger, in order to
be one family devoid of the
division that is daily eroding
the country, so blessed by
God,” he said.
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Nigeria Sat-1 will enhance
good governance -Anvim

he former Senate
T president, Chief
Anyim Pius Anyim,
i lifts expressed optimism that
the'laurrch of the Nigeria
| satellite project would
enhance good and effective
igovernance in the country.

Chief Anyim who is the
ivice-chairman ofthe board of
| Trustees of the Centre for

International and Strategic
I Studies (C1SS) was speaking
lat the national grassroots
awareness Policy Seminar on
:Nigeria,‘Sat-1" held in Jos.»

While noting the need for

itimely and accuratc data in

national development, Chief
Anyim observed that the
| right data at the .right time
iwould lead to good decision
making.

He described the launch
| of the satellite as one of the
Igneat watersheds in the
' technological advancement

of the country, urging
|Nigerians to rise to the
Ichallenges of information-

From Rakiya A. Muhammad,;
j Correspondent (Jos)

driven development at
national and international
levels.

Also speaking at the
occasion, the Plateau State
Governor, Chief JOshua
D&riye. said the challenge
before the nation’s scientists
was to explore the potentials
to maximum advantage to
provide Nigeria with the full
benefit of its satellite project.

Chief Dariye, who was
represented by the deputy-

governor, Chief Michael
Botmang, expressed hope
that Nigeria Sat-1 would
provide opportunity for early
warning systems which
would help prevent
devastating conflict or other
socio-political crisis inimical
to the polity.

Alhaji Yahya Abubakar
who was chairman at the
occasion expressed hope that
the satellite project would
translate to an improvement
in the lives of ordinary
Nigerians.

The minister for science

and technology. Professor
Turner Isoun, decried the low
level of awareness on the
importance of the satellite
project and emphasised that
the project is important for
socio-economic
development, among other
advantages.

The purpose of the
seminar was to create a wider
public information network
meant to expatiate values and
importance of space
technology for Nigeria.

Among participants at the
seminar were secretaries to
state governments,
commissioners and director-
generals across the 19
northern states and the
Federal Capital Territory.

Students decry selective treatment of corrupt officials

e Nigerian Students
I anlition for
ustainable

Democracy (NSCD) has
decried what it termed
selective  treatment  of
government officials in the
fight against corruption.

The body said this in a
statement in Dutse on

Tuesday, noting that “such
selective treatment of corrupt
officials casts a bad light on
the efforts of government and
remains a threat to the
nascent democracy”.

Its national coordinator,
Mr Atiku Abubakar, and
secretary, Mr Daniel
Okpanachi who signed the

Fedpoly Nassarawa
matriculates 4,500 students

-|- he Federal Polytechnic
Nassarawa, in

Nassarawa State, has
| matriculated 4,500 newly
admitted students with 1,785
National Diploma, 175 Higher
National Diploma and 2,000
jpart-time students.
Speaking at
matriculation ceremony, the
acting Rector of the
polytechnic, Mr. Pius Salami,
| said education must be seen
from a general perspective in
the development of the
|[human  character and
iinculcating value systems.
Mr. Salami therefore

the

that such values as integrity,
hard work, honesty, resilience
and hospitality were an
integral part of education.

"Indeed, the African
values long upheld are now
crumbling and our youths are
now growing up devoid of
these values such assintegrity,
hard work, honesty, resilience
and hospitality,” the acting
rector said.

He said institutions of
learning must strive to
inculcate these values in their
students to produce a
complete educated being,
who is motivated and
oriented towards moulding a

advised the new students togoal oriented society.

‘e education as being more
an attending lectures and

The acting rector gave the
example of Japan and other

"Kano'govt distributes
furniture to school
principals

-|- he Kano State

government has distri-

buted new office

| fumjture worth N12 million to

| 86 school principals across
| the state.

The items included
Icushion chairs, executive
| tables, refrigerators, standing
i fans and curtains.

Distributing the items,

iGovernor Ibrahim Shekarau
said the State government was
concerned over the poor
state of the offices of the
school principals.

He explained that about 85
per cent of school principals
in the state had been using
old and dilapidated furniture
foryears, “hence the decision
to provide furniture and other
materials to them”.

The governor said the
gesture was to make the
offices lively, comfortable and

| conducive for better running
of the schools.

He reiterated the state
government’s determination

to improve the education
sector through the provision
of teaching and instructional
materials to schools.

The governor also
expressed the state
government’s commitment to
mass employment ofteachers,
noting that 1,500 teachers
were recently employed to
ensure sound teaching and
learning in schools.

Shekarau gave an
assurance that the
employment would be a
continuous exercise and said
the government  was
committed to improving the
welfare of teachers in the
state.

“Very soon allowances
would be enhanced for all
teachers and new allowances
would be introduced,” he
added.

The governor urged
principals to reciprocate the
gesture by being more
dedicated and committed to
the educational growth ofthe
children put in their care.

Asian countries and how
they have used education and
technology to propel and
transform their national
economies.

“It is my belief that
education is everything. The
difference between the
educated and uneducated is
like that of the living and the
dead. However, we also have
to build values necessary to
produce a complete educated
being, a motivated and
oriented being, who would
eventually form the building
block of a goal-oriented
society.

“We must therefore
endevour to imbibe these
values in our students, in
addition to the academic work.
Lecturers have a great task
ahead in ensuring the
development of the students
entrusted to them, to inspire
them and give them a sense
ofdirection in life and not to
harass or exploit them,” he
added.

On students’welfare, Mr.
Salami said the issue of
shortage of water in the
school was being addressed,
while he said the federal
government has released N45
million for the construction of
two block of hostels for
students.

He however called on
government to expedite
action in the establishment of
a national polytechnics
commission as recommended
by the national education
summit, as this according to
him would be a watershed in
educational development in

Nigeria.
“The establishment ofthe
national polytechnic

commission, removal of all
barriers for HND graduates,
introduction of the HATISS
15 to the polytechnic sector
and such other progressive
positions adopted by the
summit would indeed go a
long way in transforming the
nation’s technological base,”
he stated.

statement, expressed concern ]
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NGO4aunches new
educational initiative in Kano

the Junior Achievement
T of Nigeria (JAN) is

billed to launch two
programmes in Kano State,
namely the company program
and economics of staying in
school to reach more
students.

Last year, over 1,000 new
students in 56 schools were
reached in Abuja and Plateau
States.

“JAN gives the students
an opportunity to experience
their hands on how business
and economics work in the
real world and they have lots
of fun while at it,” said
Christine Chundusu, the
regional coordinator ofJunior
Achivement ofNigeria,

“JAN programmes enable

over what they termed gradual \ participants to prepare for the
promotion of corrupt officials j world ofwork by empowering

by the government.
“Such an attitude

1them with the skills and
is, i experiences. It

teaches

however, contrary to the spirit! children how they can impact
of government’s war against! the world around them as

corruption,
said.
The students urged the

federal government not only ]

to distance itself from such
public officers, but also -to
commence immediate
investigation of all former

leaders with a view to
punishing those found to
have corruptly enriched
themselves.

The measure, they noted,
would serve as good example
and a warning to others.

the statement mindividuals, workers and

consumers; this is necessary
in our nation’s current
economic dispensation and
for value reorientation.

We are happy to launch
the economics of staying in
school programme in our area
and we look forward to the
impact this new programme
would have in reducing the
rate ofschool drop-outs in the
middle belt and northern
states of Nigeria,” Chundusu
said.

Junior Achievement of
Nigeria is affiliated to Junior
Achievement based in the:
United States. It is the world’s i
largest and fastest-growing |
organisation dedicated
educating young peopl”rn
about business and
economics and operates in
over 100 countries.

It started operations in
Nigeria in 1999 and has sincej
reached over 50,000 students|
in Nigeria through its various \
economic education;
programmes foryoung people
from the age of five through
age-appropriate curricula.

Meanwhile, for the third i
time since 1999, Junior!
Achievement Nigeria is
sponsoring over 100 Nigerian
students to seat for the Young j
Enterprise/Junior
Achievement International I,
Examination. lj -

This examination is;
conducted and awarded by | f
the Oxford Cambridge and j
Royal Society for the Arts:
(OCR) and the University of
Cambridge Local Examination;
Syndicate (UCLES) inthe U.K.

This examination had been i
in place since 1966, as a
prototype to catch-, the
experiential and
developmental knowledge
gained over a 15 week
programme, measures the
skills of students and enables
them to transfer these skills in
a variety ofways.

VACANCY

A fast growing publishing company

invites

applications from suitably qualified candidates

the post of Drivers.

KIQt IHIMIN I

1} School Certificate or its equivalent.

2) Valid drivers license

3} Ayed between 25

30 years

Method of Amilicatimi
A .handvvrilten applieatioll detailed C.V and

photocopies of certificates mul relevant ere

should be addressed to:

The Advertiser

P.O. Box 6873

Wuse /one 3, Abuja,

lals

Applications should he marked A.M.P on the top
left corner of the envelopes,
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Ilk T EPA overhead con
\ ductors on the
+ 1 132KVAtransmission
line linking Apo and Keffi,
Nasarawa State, have again
|been carted off by vandals.

The News Agency ofNi-
\geria (NAN) recalls that van-

, dais had in January
|vandalised the same trans-
|mission line leading to two
:wceks of blackout 'in
:Nasarawa State.

NF.PA manager for K.aru
service station, Mr.
Abednego Emeniko, told
newsmen on Tuesday in
IAbuja that five-span of the
|item was carted offduring the
operation.

According to him, the
Idamaged lines are “almost
two kilometres in length”.

Jjle said that the attack
|took place between Ungwan-
1Zakara and Auta-Balaifi vil-
lages along the KefFi-Abuja
jhighway.

The NEPA manager said
that it would take NEPA a
Iminimum of N5 million to re-
|place the removed items.

Emenike regretted the ef-
ifeet the attack had on NEPA,
:the consumers and the state’s
;overall economy, saying that
all Was being done to avoid a
Irepeat.

He said that NEPA had
jistarted mobilising people to
1 protect power installations

and warned that communities

February 24, 200S

that allowed the theft of such
items would be left in the dark,
as NEPA had no money for
replacements.

According to the man-
ager, the present vandalism,
which occurred at -the exact
location of the January inci-
dent, is purely an act of sabo-
tage. 1

Speaking on the increas-
ing vandalism on its network,
NEPA’s chief operating of-
ficer for Abuja zone, Edward
lkwu, described the incident
as a “national tragedy.”

“Can you quantify the
material losses and the incon-
veniences suffered by the
Consumers' for no fault of
theirs?” he asked.

Ikwu decried the activities
of the vandals, who, he said,
were almost bringing NEPA to
its knees, and called on the

suspect, one Mr.
Franklin Okoye, yes
terday brought ac-

tivities at the Lugbe police
station almost to a standstill.
Mr. Okoye failed in his at-
tempt to escape from police
custody naked but ended
rather receiving severe beat-
ing in the process.

The wife of Mr. Okoye
told Abuja Trust that trouble

Education
secretariat to

take

over

occupied schools

he education secre
tariat of the Ministry
ofthe Federal Capital

Territory (MFCT) has ex-
pressed dismay over the re-
calcitrant attitude of some
lorganisations that occupy
some ofthe public schools in
the FCT.

Based on the goodwill of
|past ministers in the FCT, the
MFCT had several years back
granted some institutions the
permission to occupy some of
lits completed public schools
pending the completion of
their own properties.

Some ofthe properties in-
lelude the American Interna-
tional School, Manama, the
NTJJ National Secretariat at
|Area 11, the Hajj Camp be-
longing to the FCT Muslim
Pilgrims Welfare Board,
|Gwagwalada.

Investigation by Abuja
\Trustrevealed that as far back
|as 1994 some of the institu-
tions were given approval to
take over the completed
schools, which were then un-
|der-populated without any

for the properties.

The MFCT authorities
through the education secre-
tariat however sent the af-
fected organisations quit no-
tices to which only one of
them, Precious Gem Nursery
and Primary School, has com-
plied.

The American Interna-
tional School, which asked for
renewal of the period of oc-
cupation, said it still has plan
for its permanent site on the
drawing board, failed to turn
up for ameeting with the edu-
cation secretariat.

MFCT says it has given
the American International
School up to the end of this
session (i.e. July 2005) to va-
cate the schools’ premises,
the FCDA says it expects va-
cant possession of its pre-
mises at the expiration ofthe
deadline.

The ministry had, at sev-
eral fora, said that it may even-
tually resort to forceful take-
over of its schools once all
avenues ofachieving an ami-
cable settlement with the

Daily Trust
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Vandals strike again on
NEPA transmission line

public to always alert the au-
thorities whenever they sus-
pected strange movements.

The NEPA official said
that the authority was into a
joint effort with the police to-
ward ending the vandalism of
its installations, adding that
the menace would be
minimised.

He called for information
from the public to help the
joint committee to tame the
trend, saying that the police
could not do anything with-
out the right information.

Ikwu, however, wondered
why anybody could risk elec-
trocution by tampering with
high-tension cables.

“It amazes me to no end.
Honestly, the risk they take
is far higher than the value of
the wires they take away,” he
added.

Head, enforcement unit of Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON) Engineer Felix T. Nyado (left) and
head, corporate headquarters ofthe organisation, ChiefJames Udobang, fielding questionsfrom newsmen

shortly before they invaded Zuba Spare Parts Market Abuja...recently.

runs amok at Lugbe police station

By Nasir Imam, Property &
Environment Editor \

started last Tuesday night at
about 8pm when she was at-
tempting to fetch water from
a tap close to their residence
in Lugbe, a suburb of Abuja
along airport road.

Mrs. Okoye said that as
she was fetching water with
two buckets, her husband
came and assisted her in car-
rying one of the buckets of
water. She said that her hus-
band told her that as he was
greeting one of their
neighbours” wives, the
woman startedabusing him.

Mrs. Okoye said as her
husband was telling her this,
the neighbour’s wife sud-
denly emerged and started
shouting at her husband to
desist from talking to her and
that he, Mr. Okoye, “should
leave me alone O.1”

Mrs. Okoye said that in a
split second, her husband,
who was half naked from
head to the waist, engaged
their neighbour’s wife in a
brawl.

Mrs. Okoye said that af-
ter several attempts to sepa-
rate the two failed, she rushed
to pick their only child only
to come back to the scene to
see her husband completely
naked and attempting to en-
ter the room of the
neighbour’s wife.

“I had to rush to our room
and collected his cloths which
I rushed back and begged him
to wear since people had gath-
ered by then, but he refused
to listen to me and remained
dinged to the other woman,
whose husband was obvi-
ously absent,” Mrs. Okoye
narrated.

Eventually neighbours
and onlookers were able to
separate the duo, but Mrs.
Okoye said, their neighbour’s
husband and the pastor of
their church later came in the
night with a policeman, ar-
rested her husband, and took
him to Lugbe police station.

Events, however took a
bizarre twist yesterday morn-
ing as the suspected adul-
terer was being interrogated
by policemen at the station.

He was said to have de-
'manded to ease himself and
was led out ofthe station to a
spot some meters away
where he was directed to ease
himselfin the open.

Upon removing his trou-
sers, Abuja Trust witnessed,
Mr. Okoye who was in hand-
cuffs, suddenly bolted naked
into the bush and several
policemen pursued, caught
him and beat him mercilessly
with sticks, batons and iron
rod.

In the process, Mr. Okoye
bit a policeman and grabbed

any available object with his
hands, and attempted to re-
taliate on the severe beating
he was receiving.

The incident attracted a
large crowd at the Lugbe po-
lice station as onlookers
watched helplessly as the
stocky Mr. Okoye was beaten
to a near state of coma before
being carried back into the
police station by about six
policemen, in the presence of
a hysterical Mrs. Okoye and
child. The police said inves-
tigation into the matter is, still
going on.

Shagari urges
support for el-Rufai

lormer president, Alhaji
Shehu Shagari, has
commended the FCT
minister, Malam Nasir el-
Rufai, for re-certifying Certifi-
cates of Occupancy in the
FCT.
Speaking in Abuja on
Tuesday when he visited the

FGto make Abuja carnival epoch event

e minister of culture
and tourism, Amb.
Frank N. Ogbuewu

has reiterated the determina-
tion ofthe federal government
in making the forthcoming
Abuja Carnival an epoch
making event with tremen-
dous opportunities for job
creation and national identity.

According to him, the
maiden edition of the carni-
val billed for November, is one
of the steps taken by the fed-
eral government for the pro-
motion ofavirile and sustain-
able tourism industry.

The minister who dis-
closed this in Abuja at the
opening ceremony ofthe Na-
tional Conference on the de-
velopment of domestic tour-
ism, called for collaboration

By Mohammed S. Shehu,
. Reporter (Travel & Leisure)

tor in packaging the carnival.

“The Abuja carnival, tak-
ing place in November 2005,
requires the collaboration of
the private and public sector
as well as other institutions
in forms of content, packag-
ing, facilitation, security, hos-
pitality, health, logistic,
among others,” Ogbuewu
said.

He added that the carni-
val which he termed the
“pride of Africa” would if
successfully hosted generate
a huge income and develop-
ment of a vibrant domestic
tourism.

Ogbuewu also disclosed
plans fora 53-week TV docu-
mentary episode in collabo-

sensitise both the Nigerian
and international audience as
well as the private sector on
the tourism potentials in Ni-
geria.

“Happily enough, God
has richly endowed our great
country with a lot of re-
sources, good climate, ever-
green tropical forest, good
savannah grassland, beauti-
ful mountains, hills etc.”

Speaking earlier, the chair-
man of the seminar, Alhaji
Aliyu Akwe Doma, said that
itwas high time, tourism prac-
titioners and stakeholders
recognised the challenges of
tourism in the modem world.

“We all must take up the
challenge by demonstrating
new creativity, innovation
and stamina in tourism devel-

Abuja Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (AGIS) to col-
lect his re-certified certificate
of occupancy, Shagari said
that the exercise was aimed
at making Abuja a city ofi
pride.

“I feel satisfied that I have j
finally received my certificate |
of occupancy without being |
found to be a fake,” he added, |

“I commend the minister |
for the good job he is doing |
to bring back our plans to j
make Abuja acity ofpride and |
lurge all Nigerians to support |
him,” he said.

He stated that it was un-
fortunate that some Nigeri-
ans were behind the forger-
ies discovered during the ex-
ercise and urged every Nige-
rian to avoid cheating and
remain law abiding. “If you
cheat in Abuja, you are cheat-
ing the whole country,” he
said.

Shagari, who said that he
was convinced that the exer-
cise would make people to be
more careful in future, ad-
vised people against looking
for short cuts to realise their

*CJ

is



Gaily Trust

Thursday ,

February 24, 2005

Kano | rust

Human development Is our concern
-Shekarau assures NAFDAC boss

-|- he Kano State govern
ment has pledged to
support any parastatal

ior agency that focuses on

iprogrammes on human devel-
iopment. This was disclosed

Iby the state governor, Mallam

t Ibrahim Shekarau, while re-

ceiving the director-general
of the National Agency for
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC)
on a courtesy call at the Gov-

;emment House yesterday.

He said his administration
|would be focused on issues
|and programmes that are
|centred towards human de-
lvelopment. He described the

Idecision of NAFDAC to take

its programmes to the grass-

By Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent, Kano
roots level as a focus for
grass-roots development,
saying that even though ihe
drugs are more prevalent in
citie$, there are lots of inno-
centvictims at the rural areas
and that this decision is good

and commanded.

He further said that taking
the campaign to the grass-
roots would also help the lo-
cal authorities to mobile its
citizens and enlighten them
orally, not only when reading
on newspapers or other
means ofcommunications, as

emany of them do not have
access to that.

Governor Shekarau how-

ever stressed that the govern-
ment and people of Kano
State would continue to sup-
port the NAFDAC towards
achieving its responsibilities
of protecting and promoting
public health by guarantee-
ing the quality and safety of
all products regulated by the
agency in Kano state, in par-
ticular, and Nigeria in general.

He added that through this
sensitisation  workshop
NAFDAC has organised
would certainly help to in-
crease the people’s confi-
dence and understanding of
the goals of NAFDAC and
make them cooperate more
with the agency in its fights
against fake and counterfeit

drugs and other regulated
products. Adding that
people are now less suspi-
cious of the genuineness of
the drugs and other products
they are buying.

In her response, the Direc-
tor-General of NAFDAC,

Mrs. Dorah Akunyili, said
.they were in Kano to flag up
aNAFDAC grass-roots con-
sumer awareness and sensiti-
sation campaign which aims
at changing the social beha-
viour and mindset of Nigeri-
ans, especially youth who are

the highly affected victims of
drug abuse and so on.

She also commended the
reform programme of ‘Adai-
daita Sahu’ established by
the state government under
Shekarau administration that
focused on the issues
stake, in line with thepolicie
ofNAFDAC, which are both
targeted at developing hu-
manity.

She then thanked the gov-
ernment and people of Kano
state for their support.

1000 hernia patients get free
treatment in Takal

ver 1000 people suf
fering from hernia
disease have re-
ceived free medical treatment
and medication in Takai local
government area. The chair-
man of Takai, Alhaji Inusa

|Kano regional manager of Total, Alhaji Usman Abdullahi, celebrating the victory’ofKano’ zone o fthe company inacompletion... recently

Tsunami relief ¢’ttee to hold
fund raising dinner in March

he national Tsunami

Relief Committee set

4 p by the federal gov-
ernment to generate dona-
tions, for the victims of Tsu-
nami disaster has concluded
arrangements to hold a Tsu-
nami disaster dinner in favour
of the victims on March 4,
2005. Speaking ata press con-
ference yesterday in Kano,
Governor Shekarau of Kano
state said that the dinner
organised to be held in Ban-
quet Hall, Presidential Villa,
would have President Oba-
sanjo as the Chiefhost of the
occasion.

Governor Shekarau who
was the chairman, publicity
and enlightment sub-commit-
tee, said all money generated
during the dinner will go to
Tsunami victims accounts, as
the dinner was meant for
sourcing money for the vic-
tims.

Shekarau who disclosed
that the dinnerwill commence
at 7:30pm, said that it will also
be held in 3 categories, 250,

From Yusha’u Adamu
Ibrahim, Correspondent
(Kano)

150 and 50 thousands naira
per plate.

The governor therefore im-
plored all state governors,
ministers, chiefexecutives of
the federal and states parata
tales, executives of banks,

LG boss wants

emands for Bagwai
Health Clinic to be
upgraded to general

hospital have been made to
the Kano State governor,
Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau, in
order to reach the demands
of patients needing serious
medical attention in the area.

The call, which was made
by the Chairman ofthe coun-
cil, Alhaji Yusuf Badan, said
the clinic needs to be con-
verted to a general hospital
for serious attention of peo-
ple living in the area.

Alhaji Badan also added
that over (300) three hundred
patients comes to the clinic

companies, corporative in-
dustries and other well mean-
ing citizens to attend the oc-
casion ofthe fund rising din-
ner.

It could be recalled that the
federal government set up a
Tsunami Relief Committee
under the able leadership of
the Sultan of Sokoto.

Pix: Musa Kazaure

Kano urged
on rates

e Kano State govern
ment has been asked
to address the problem

of high rates of shops at the
Mallam Kato motor park.
The call was made to the
chairman ofthe Mallam Kato
motor park Traders Associa-
tion, Alhaji Sani Abdullahi,
during the annual banquet
party of the association. He

Bagwai clinic to be upgraded

on daily basis for one ailment
or the other of which some of
them can only be handled in
general hospital.

He said ifthe state govern-
mentwould convert the clinic
to a.general hospital, it would
go a long way in alleviating
the problems faced by people
in traveling a long distance
to a general,hospital, espe-
cially when they are being
referred there.

He also said that drugs
worth over five hundred thou-
sand naira are being pur-
chased monthly by the coun-
cil for free distribution to the
clinics and other dispensaries

in the area.

He called on traditional in-
stitutions and parents in the
areato participate in the forth-
coming polio immunization,
which he said was aimed at
ensuring a better health to all
children in the area.

Meanwhile the federal cen-
tral facilitator of the polio
programme, Alhaji Auwalu
Ibrahim Sokoto, who was on
a courtesy call at the chair-
man, called on the council to
provide all necessary work-
ing materials to ensure a
hitch-firee polio immunisation
exercise within the art

By Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent, Kano
Abdullahi Dambazau, dis-
closed this to newsmen in his
office that the council is
geared towards providing the
people of the area with ad-
equate medical facilities and
medication as a gesture to the

people.

Alhaji Inusa Dambazau
said that the council is mak-
ing efforts in upgrading a
Amedical health centre in the
area to a general hospital
where the people would en-
joy hospital services as be-

ing provided elsewhere.

Dambazau also assured his
council’s  support to
Shekarau’s administration in
areas ofhuman developmen-
tal projects and called on
people of the area to utilise
the social amenities provided
for them in ttie area.

Earlier, speaking to Daily
Trust, one of the hernia pa-
tients expressed delight to the
kind gesture from the coun-
cil, and appealed to well mean-
ing individuals in the commu-
nity to emulate the council’s
efforts.

Kiru LG pledges more
support for education

iru local government
area has expressed

K

intention to strive for
the general overhaul of edu-
cation, the council’s chair-
man, Mallam Sagir Abdulkadir
Panshekara, dropped the hint
while distributing teaching
materials to primary school
headmasters.
He pointed out that the
council resolved to dole out
the materials apparently

to intervene
ofshops

By Jamilah Nuhu
Mohammed, Correspondent,
Kano
said that the situation had led
to the closure of most of the
shops, when petty traders
cannot afford the high rates.

Alhaji Sani Abdullahi ex-
plained that the $hops which
were rented between 50 thou-
sand naira and 70 thousand
naira in other places cost at
least 120 to 150 thousand
naira at Mallam Kato motor
park.

In his words “out ofl33
shops only 44 were occupied
due to the high rates”. He
therefore urged the Kano
state government to inter-
vene in the matter.

During the occasion
reknown traders, Alhaji
Garba Muhammed Garba,
Alhaji Musa Mai Cassette
and Mr. Apex, who is vice
chairman of the association
donated N5000, 00 each for
the development of the asso-
ciation.

Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
L  Correspondent Kano
realising that no nation would
attain rapid socio-economic
development when its educa-
tional sector is surrounded
by predicaments.

The chairman observed
that education is the legacy
that any country would give
to its citizens, warning that
failure to do so will not augur
well for its development.

Other modalities to be ex-
ecuted for the revamp of edu-
cation according to him were
the construction of addi-
tional classrooms, provision
of furniture to both primary
and secondary schools and
education department of the
council, initiating incentives
for teachers as proactive
measures to redouble their
performance.

Malam Panshekara argued
that such policies if imple-
mented would boost the mo-
rale of teachers and promote
the performance of the pu-
pils.

* The loCal governmentboss

explained that developing
education should not be per-
ceived as a sole mandate of
government rather than stake-
holders and the general pub-
lic have an important role to
play

While lamenting the ‘I
don’t care’attitude of parents
towards bringing their chil-
dren to school and monitor-
ing their movements, Mallam
Panshekarareminded them to
note that they would appear
before Almighty God to ex-
plain all they knew on how
the children were brought ui
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he possibility of the

proposed Fourth

Mainland Bridge by
the Lagos State government
may remain a pipe drean ifthe
position of the federal
government on the project is
anything to go by

A bridge, which will link
the Lekki axis with the Thwti
Mainland Bridge and
expansion of the existing
rads, are being favoured by
the federal government.

Faulting the ratipnale
adduced by the Lagos
government on the project,
the minister of Works,
Senator Adeseye Ogunlewe,
during a press briefing in
Lagos recently said there is
no justification for the
proposed Fourth Mainland
Bridge.

According to Ogunlewe,
the conceptualisation of the
project is not only faulty, but
also fails to put into
consideration the technical
and financial involvement of
such project.

Expressing the concernof
the federal government to the

jfast spate of physical
:development in the state,
I Ogunlewe singled out

Maroko-Lekki axis as the most
fastly developing area in the

Daily Trust
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Ogunlewe picks holes on 4thMainland bridge

By Ohunide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos)
state that requires an urgent

alternative road network.

The difficulty inherent in
traffic movement in the area,
from Ozumba Mbadiwe in
Victoria Island, to lkoyi and
the Mainland cannot be
solved by Fourth Mainland
Bridge, which is proposed to
connect Lekki peninsula to
Ikorodu.

The design of the Third
Mainland Bridge, according
to the minister had put into
consideration possibility of
its link with another bridge
from 1"ekki.

“The design is available,
and what was the concept?
The design included building
ofcoastal road from Ahmadu
Bello Way in V.l that passes
through Eleko in Ibeju-LekKi
area, to Ondo State boarder
and to Warn.

If the original design
should be followed, the entire
bottleneck in Ikorodu and
Lagos end in Shangisha and
other areas in the state will
vanish.

The minister noted that
the construction of Coastal
road and a link bridge to the
third mainland bridge are the
options mostly favoured by

Good Samaritan
Killed while
separating fighting
neighbours

A middle-aged man
who attempted
playing the role of

the good Samaritan in a fight

between two neighbours in

Mushin area of Lagos at the

weekend had got himself

killed in the process. The

victim, Tajudeen Akinto, a

resident of No. 15 Williams

Ladega street, Mushin, was

said to have died from injuries

he sustained in an attempt to
separate the two neighbours.

Daily Trust gathered that,
one Akeem and Muritala
Akintola had engaged
themselves inan exchange of
words last week Rriday at
Ojuwoye market, Mushin,
which later degenerated to
physical combat where
weapons were freely used by
both men.

The late Tajudeen Daily
Trust further learnt had
appealed to both parties to
maintain peace. During an
attempt to separate the two
men, he was said to have
received some blows from one
of them. He later died from

|njur|es /sustamed from the
jouiji -

By Bola Ojuola

fight at a nearby private
hospital.

Meanwhile detectives
from Mushin Police Station
have arrested Akeem while
investigations to the matter
were already on.

The Lagos State Police
Public Relations Officer, Mr.
Ademola Adebayo who
confirmed the story to Daily
Trust said that the corpse of
the deceased was removed to
the public mortuary for
autopsy by policemen from
Mushin Police Station.

o fewer than 1,733
persons were killed
in about 7,763 road
accidents in Lagos State from
January to December 2004.
The Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC), which
disclosed this said out of this
total number of accidents,
1,368 were fatal while 3,908
were not serious.
The ‘2004 Traffic
Accident Report’ released by
the RS2 Command of the

the federal government.

“Are they not going to
create another bottleneck in
Ikorodu? The community has
been grappling with traffic
congestion in recent times.
So, where are the feasibility
studies carried out?” he
asked.

“Where is the statistics
which back up the study to
show that the proposed
fourth Mainland Bridge will
solve traffic congestion in the
state? Besides, where is the
fund and how would a private
developer(s) who will put
down the fund recover their
money without creating
financial hardship to the

users of the bridge?

“We should not look at
every criticism from political
angle. A state that is not
capable of maintaining its
existing roads, that is not
capable of providing the
necessary infrastructure,
partly due to financial
constraint and partly to the
size ofpopulation should not
contemplate a project that its
completion is not certain,” he
said.

He added that itwould be
difficult for the federal
government, the World Bank
orany external creditortogive
its approval to the project.

Only recently the state

Thursday,
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commissioner for Information
and Strategy, Mr. Oladele
Alake in an interview with
newsmen disclosed that the
state government had found
some consultants and foreign
partners who are willing to
fund the project

The concept, according
to Alake was that the
construction o fthe bridge will
take nine years to complete.

The project was
conceived to be executed on
the Build, Operate and
Transfer system, while a
consortium of financiers who
indicated their interest had set
aside, about 26 million US
dollars.

Mrs. Dupe Koka (2***), chief nursing officer, Nigerian Institute o f Medical
traders at Oshodi Market in Lagos on HIV/AIDS...recently.

Road accidents claimed 1,733

commission, comprising
Lagos and Ogun states,
showed that 5, 497 persons
were injured within this
period.

Month-by-Month
analysis o fthe report showed
that September recorded the
highest number of deaths,
which was put at 263,
followed by March with a
close figure of 223, and
January came third with 156
deaths.

Other months include
October 166, November 149,
December 144, June 129, May
128, April 124 and February
109.

The report showed that
the month of July recorded
the least number of
accidents, the least number of
injured persons.

The breakdown of the
report showed that January
recorded a total of 710

rticHAN

accidents, February 491 and
March 617, other months
include April 664, May 656,
June 514 and July 126.

Others are August 581,
September 659, October 565,
November606 and December
593.

The number of fatal
accidents are: January 113,
February 90, March 132, May
128, April 136, June 114 and
July 26, August 10Q,
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LASG
warns
against
IUegal
structures

A s iUegal structures
continue to come
down all over the]

state, the Lagos State

Government hasdeclared that j

erection of such structures)

after the clearing exercise is
unpardonable and will attract
dire consequences.

The task force involved in
the demolition exercise
descended on

illegal £

structures along the Oko Oba I'*

Road on Tuesday leaving in
its wake broken shops, stalls

and debris. H

Shop owners and
residents * of the
neighbourhood were seen
watching as men from the
state demolition force, made
up of men from the
government monitoring team,
and officials of the statej
Physical Development

Authority were seen hacking4H

away at structures along the |j
road set back in the area. i

Speaking in an exclusive jj
interview with our
correspondent, the General
Manager of the agency, Mr.
Layi Raheem, said the state
had increased the tempo of
their monitoring activities and
were not ready to let any area
escape the sledgehammer of
the town planning law.

He said, “We intend to
maximise the political will of
the Lagos State, Bola

Tinubu. He is in support of
the activities, ifnot we will not
have the guts but we intend
to instill discipline in die state
in respect of the town
planning laws”.

He warned that any area
where illegal structiffes are
demolished and
structures are later erected
would be matte to bear the
cost of the demolition
exercise, which is aboutN 100,
000.

He said, “We will have to
ensure the recovery of the
cost for going back the
second time. Going back the
firsttime was avoidable inthe
first instance, going back the
second time is

We are aware that is some

me military personnel

are flaunting this rule, “there

is no going back, there will be

no sacred cow, no exception
inthis clearing exercise”.

In 2004

September 114, October213,
November 104 and December
100.

The corps marshal and
chiefexecutive ofdie FRSC,
Major-General Haldu
Hananiya (rtd), said last
Monday that the decision by
President Olusegun
Obasanjo to separate FRSC
from the Nigerian Police has
reduced corruption in the
commission. .,

these jj

tt
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Reps vote against bill on public procurement

A n executive Bill before
the House of
Representatives
seeking for the establishment
of a National Council on
Public Procurement and
~Burepu for Public Procure-
ment -as the regulatory
authority responsible for
monitoring and oversight of
public procurement yester-
|day failed to pass its second
|reading due to majority vote
|against itby House members.
The House was divided
over the Bill when deputy
Speaker, Honourable Austin
Opara, put the question of
whether the proposed bodies
should be established to
harmonise existing
government policies and
practices by setting
standards and developing
the legal framework for public
procurement in the country.
The Bill, which was moved
by House leader, Honourable
Abdul Ningi, and supported
by 1mostly Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
members, was however
thrown out when avoteof69
to 84 was passed against it.
Prior to this, Honourable
Opara had moved that votes
against the Bill stood over
votes in support of it, but
Honourable Ningi contested
the decision, prompting the
deputy Speaker to call for
members to take sides of the
floor for or against the Bill so
that a count can be
established, the end result of
|69 to 64 finally drew the
curtain on the Bill much to the

From Zainab Alimi,
Political Reporter

approval of the opposition.
Earlier, Honourable Ningi
had canvassed support for
the Bill while moving it,
saying that its passage
would give legal backing to
due process and help
eliminate corruption in tlje
process of awarding
contracts in the country.
“Federal jobs and
abandoned projects which
have constituted hazards in
the country as well as
excessive waste of
government’s resources will
be checked by this Bill as it
will prevent any move to

circumvent the Due Process,”
he said.

Although some members
supported the Bill, saying
that it was pro-active and
would enhance transparency,

.most ofthem however kicked

against a clause in the Bill
which sought to make the
President chairman of the
proposed national council on
public procurement.

Others also held the
opinion that creating a
national council on public
procurement  will be
tantamount to creating
another federal executive
council.

On the other hand,
members opposed to the Bill

Distribution of

ID card begins

In

Adamawa

T he distribution of

National ldentity

Cards in Adamawa
will begin on March 1, the
Director ofthe Department
of N ational Civil
Registration (DNCR),
Mallam Shu’aibu Birni, has
said.

Birni, who spoke with the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Abuja yesterday,
said that the distribution in
Benue state which started
on February 14, was
currently going on.

Commissioner explains
governor’s continuous absence

-|- he Delta State

Commissioner of

Information,
Magnus Onyibe, has
justified Governor James
Ibori’s continuous
absence from the state,
saying the governor
worked wherever he was.

He said governance of a

state entailed moving
around and making
contacts for its

development and explained
that such could not be
done “sitting down in the
state”.

Onyibe told newsmen in
Asaba on Tuesday that
those branding Ibori as an
absentee governor were
“mischievous” and
challenged them to show
where government’s
activities were lagging
because of Ibori’s frequent
absence.

He said technology had
helped tremendously as
activities of the stgte could

be accessed on the
Internet, giving
opportunity for
assessment of the

government.

Besides, Onyibe said
when outside the state, the
governor was always in
touch with the state
functionaries through
telephone and e-mail.

He said: “My dear
friends, this is technology
age where Internet and
other means are helping in
all facets of life and this
keeps the governor in
touch with the state,
wherever he is.”

“The man is working
hard daily, making contacts
and reaching agreements
to ensure that dividends of
democracy get to all
Deltans.

These executives are
always in Abuja and
abroad, discussing and
negotiating strategies for
the success of their
states,” Onyibe stressed.

He said that the exercise
in the state had initial
hitches because those
carrying it out were not
properly tutored.

Birni, however, said that
everything had now been
sorted out and that work
was progressing smoothly.

NAN reports that the
distribution of the I.D.
cards in Adamawa will
bring to six the number of
states so far covered by
the department. States
already covered are
Bayelsa, Yobe, Ogun and
Benue and the FCT where
the exercise started on
April 19,2004.

Reacting to reports that
some foreigners were
registered during the
nationwide exercise, the
Director said that it was
difficult to avoid 'such
mistakes given the
insincerity in the society.

“We did everything
humanly possible to avoid
such errors, but the
number and nature of
foreigners in the country
posed a complex
situation,” he said.

Birni, however, said that
such cheats were being
discovered with the
assistance of officials of
the Immigration Service.

“Each time we come
across such people, we
seize their I. D. card,” he
said, adding that such
incidents were more
rampant in Ogun state,
because of its proximity to
the border with Benin
Republic.

According to him, 52 I.D.
cards in the state were
discovered to have
belonged to foreigners.

Yobe to review land charges

"V 7"obe State government
has plans to review
JL annual fees charged
on private and industrial land,
Gov. Bukar Ibrahim, has said.
Ibrahim said recently in
Damaturu that the N200 fee
paid per annum on plots of
land was “ridiculously low*.
He pledged to reverse the
trend in such a way that the
ordinary man would not
suffer.

to the state considering that
land speculators who sell
plots for between N 150,000
and N200,000 end up paying
a paltry N200 per annum to
government,” he said.

Ibrahim appealed to
residents to support the
revenue generation drive of
the state, considering that
government had provided
free basic amenities for the
public.

who are mainly All Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP) and
Alliance for Democracy (AD)
members argued that fighting
corruption could not be
achieved through the
establishment ofmore federal
bureaucracies, but rather
through political will and
courage to fight it.

They said that the purpose
ofthe Bill would be defeated
ifthe said council and bureau
are established just as it
would amount to the House
handing down its oversight
functions to the structures,
granting them too much
power in the proccss.

Members who argued for
and against the Bill include

Hon Abdul Ningi, Gilbert
Nnaji, Mohammed Kumalia,
Halima Agoda, Abubakar
Momoh, Ahmed Salik, Datti
Baba Ahmed, Abdul Oroh,
Emmanuel Aribeosula and
Prof. SholaAdeyeye.

The opposing groups tried
to woo members who chose
to remain neutral in the matter
to their side to increase their
number when it was decided
by the deputy speaker that
sides should be taken to
determine a truce on the
matter.

Following majority votes
against the Bill, Hon. Shola
Adcyeye addressing
newsmen after the plenary
session, said that he was

happy that for the first time, J
the House set a precedent
over an executive Bill. “I think 1
it is beautiful, on at least five
occasions, the will of
parliament has  been
circumvented. | am glad that
today, that did not happen.
With such limited resources,
we cannot afford to create
more bureaucracy.”

But Hon. Emeka Atuma
expressed displeasure over
the outcome of the debate on
the Bill, saying that, “it shows
complete party division, which
Nigeria does not need. It
doesn’t send good signals to
Nigerians. What it means is
that the opposition does not
want due process.”

The Chairman, Umuma Local Government ofRivers State, ChiefNwuke Anucha receiving the keys
ofthe Toyota bus won as the overall winner ofthe Year2004 NIDEPMA Special awardfrom Senator
lyabo Anisulowo, Chairman Senate Committee of states and local government affairs during a
ceremony held at the International Conference Centre, Abuja

Monetisation: FG asks agencies
to submit financial cost

-|- he federal government
has  directed its
parastatals and agencies
to submit the financial cost of
monetisation immediately. The
cost implication is to be
submitted to the Federal
Ministry of Labour and
Productivity for collation and
submission to the budget office
within one week.

This is contained in a
communique issued on
Wednesday in Abuja at the end
ofthe tripartite meeting between
government and represen-
tatives ofthe three trade unions
in the agencies, RATTAWU,
NUJandAUPCTRE.

According to the com-
munique, “the budget office
would quantify the amount and
present same to President
Olusegun Obasanjo to enable
government to source for funds
and pay as agreed”.

“Implementation will be
effected as soon as the National
Assembly approves. The
budget office will ensure that
the submission will be made to
the National Assembly on or j
before 31st March 2005,” it j
added.

“The monetisation policy of |
the federal government extends
to all parastatals funded by it as
it applies to the core civil
service,” the communique j
further said.

Itadded thatthis was “inline |
with the provisions of circular
Ref. No. HCSF/SW/HM/H/021/
S.829/T of December 15th 2003
and Salaries, Income and

Ref No. SWC/S/04/S.167/1260f
February 2004”.

Amongst those who signed
the communique on behalf of
the federal governmentwere the
Secretaiy to Governmentofthe
Federation (SGF) Obong Ufot
Ekaette and the Minister of
Labour and Productivity, Dr

recently.

Pix: Joe Oroye

Hassan Lawal.

The ministry’s Permanent
Secretaiy, DrTimiebi Koripamo-
Agary and the acting
Permanent Secretary in the
Economic Affairs Department,
Mr Boye llori and the Director-
General, Budget Office, Mr
Olabode Agusto also signed.

Airspace closure; FG to

sanction erring

'he federal government
T would start sanctio-

ning pilots who
violated the stipulated time
limit for hovering over an
airport before landing.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) learnt that
some pilots are in the habit of
hovering over airports for
hours beyond the stipulated
time limit whenever there is
VIP movements or airspace
closure.

“The maximum time allowed
by international convention
for hovering over an airport
is 30 minutes and any pilot
that hovers more than that
time will be sanctioned,”
Aviation Minister

Isa Yuguda said in a
statement issued today in
Abuja.

The statement signed by
the ministry’s spokesman,
Mike Nwokoro and made

.available NAN, stated that

“pilots who hover in the air
for more than 30 minutes
violate aviation regulations’

pilots

aviation mini .erhad already
directed the Nigerian Civil
Aviation Authority (NCAA)
to investigate and sanction
pilots for contravening the
regulations.

He described the conduct
of some of the pilots as
“unprofessional”, which, he
said, called for appropriate
penalties to check the trend.

He also said that the
ministry had designated
alternate airports to enable
airlines to land and take-off
whenever there is VIP
movements or closure.

The alternate airports are
Minna for Abuja, llorin for
Lagos, Owerri for Port
Harcourt and Kaduna for
Kano.

According to him: “These
alternate airports although
grossly under utilised are
open for 24 hours for the use
and comfort of authorised
airlines and passengers.”

“Airlines are instructed to
use them whenever there is
VIP movements or airspace
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA
PUBLIC NOT

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAAN
PLOTS, AT ABUJA

The Federal Airports Authorits of Nigeria hereby invites
tenders for the development of ii$ various residential
sites located in MAITAMA, Abuja. FCT. on a Build.

Operate and Transfer basis,

The tender documents are available from the office of
the Board Secretary FAAS HQ* ikej-i. l,ago** from
22nd February, 2005. at 10 a m upon the payment of a
non-refundable fee of N 100*000.00 (One Hundred
!ho\usand Naira only) per location

I be tender invitation b for a Build, Operate and Transfer
Concept,

» Based on the client's (FAAN) designs as in th£ lender
documents

DR
» Basedon developers own concept *

i .
\o\t All.tenders are to include a viability survey report from
a reputable Lstate Valuer, lojustify the economic suitability of

“the proposed development oo each landed property

M tesdm mevf be accompanied b> the following:

» Evidence of payment of non refundable tender fee

» Evidence of company registration with the Federal
Ministry 0! Works, Category D and also with FAAN

» C mpany profile and evidence of prevails experiences
Sjitiiiar tottstructioh projects.

» Evidence of cempany income tax payments in the last
three 131>ears . *

» technical Proposal

» Financial Proposal

> i m Maintenance Proposal

» Atender bid bond of 2 *; per cent of the tender sum.

Please note inat the success&l-'tenderers shall be required to
produce a bank guarantee for the full value of the projeci
indudmg working capital required for maintenance from m
acceptable bank, before the sumtnc of the contract agreement.
Ibis is to sho* proof of the ability of the successful tenderer
to execute the project and operate it within agreed time and
COSt-.

rfce compacted SR»kn must fee submitted in four (4) sealed
envelope*, (Oae original and three copies) marked
CONRDENTIAI itsm m FOR Tm DEVFXOPMENF
Of FAAN PL'OIT* on the top left hand comer, to the same
m:fice ' rbefvre 22:4 March 2005 and net later than 22 mm .
Tenders shall be opened by 12 noon on the Sane date* M m
Beard room of rise Audtorcy.

Further enquiries, should be directed to THE BOARD
" SECRETARY, Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN).
HeaApaitefs* PM B 21697, lkeja. Lagos*.

lement

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA
PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF FAAN
OFFICE COMPLEX AT CBD,

The federal Airports Authority of Nigeria herebv invites
tenders for the construction of its commercial office
complex on a Build, Operate and Transfer basis.

Ihe complex is lo be located in the central business district
of Abuja.

The lender documents are available from the office of
the Board Secretary FAAN HQ* lkeja, Lagot* from
22nd February. 2005* at 10 a m upon the payment of a
non-refundable fee of \ 500,000.00 (Five Hundred
Thousand Naira only).

The tender invitation is for a Build, Operate and Transfer
concept™

Ib be based on the cii«i!*s (FAAN! designs as in the tender
documents.

All tenders mmt be accentpaeicd by the Mtewiiig: -

» Evidence of pymenf of non refundable lender lee

» Evidence ofcompaity registration with (he federal
Ministry of Works, Category D. and also with FAAN.

» C mpany profileand e\ ;cr:e ''riev 1°cX'-
similar construction projects*

» Evidence of company Income lax payments in the las!
three (3) years.

» Technical Proposal

» Financial Proposal

» Operation: Maintenance Proposal.

» A tender bid bond of 2 t per cent of the tender sum

Please note that the s&cessfiit tenderers shall be required to
produce a bank tec for the fa ¥8Em i . eel
fttdwjtng wodcing capital required for maintenance from an
acceptable bank, before itie signing of the contract agreement
This is m show proofof the ttiiily of tie succcssftil tenderer
lo execute the pfojeec and operate it within agreed time and
cost

The completed tenders must be submitted in four (4) sealed
envelopes * |One original and three copiesl marked
-CONFIDENTIAL: 1ENDERS FOR THE CONSTRICTION
OF FAAN OFFICH COMPLEX” on ihe top left hand corner,
to the same office m or before 22nd NI&rch. 280S and nut late
ikm 12 noon, Tenders shall be opened bv 12 noon on the same
date, in the Board room of the Authority,

Further enquiries, should be directed lo THE BOARD

SECRETARY, Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN),
Headquarters* FM B 21607. ikeja, Lagos

Signed:

Thursday. February 24. 2005]
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S ome state govern
mcnts yesterday
asked a Federal High

~afert to dismiss the suit filed

| against them by the Revenue

| Mobilisation Allocation and
I Fiscal Commission (RMAFC)
over misuse of local council
fundp.

Specifically, three states
have filed a preliminary ob-

| jection to the suit. They are

Rivers, Imo, and Delta. They

said the suit should be dis-

missed, while other states®
made intention to reply ask-
ing for dismissal of the suit.

Justice Steven Adah
however adjourned the mat-
ter to April 27,2005 for argu-
ment on those objections.
RMAFC had filed a suitpray-
ing the couh for an order that
no state in the country has
the power to underpay any
ofits local government coun-
cils.

Listed as the defendants
are the 36 state governments.
The plaintiff said that all the
36 state governments had no

February 24, 2005

By Kemi Ogedengbe,

Judicial Editor
power to allocate less or un-
derpay any oftheir represen-
tative local government
councils from the amount
standing tq the credit of lo-
cal government councils
from the federation account,
and that the state Houses of
Assembly had no power to
redistribute the amount
standing to the credit.

When the case came up
yesterday to states, includ-
ing Federal Capital Territory
were represented by legal
practitioners, they were;
Benue, Akwa lbom, Cross
River, Delta, Ebonyi, Yobe,
EKkiti, Imo and Ogun.

The counsel to RMAFC,
Chief Adeniyi Akintola,
SAN, however hold the court
that four states had replied
to the suit, Abia, Cross River,
Benue and Akwa Ibom had

filed their processes while

others were yet to reply the
court.
Adeniyi said that ifall the

Akume gives motorcycle
loans to workers

T he Benue State Gover
nor. Dr. George Akume,
yesterday in Makurdi,

flagged-off the distribution

of 10,000 motorcycles ac-
quired by the state govern-
ment in continuation of its
soft loan schcme to state and
local government workers.

The acquisition and distribu-

tion of the motorc.ycles

which cost the state over

N900 million, according to the

ChiefExecutive Officer ofthe

Facilitating Firm Windwall

International groups, Chief

Mrs. Nkoli Imoh, brought to

15,000 the number of bikes

awarded to Benue workers on

loan basis.

Performing the commis-
sioning of the distribution,
the governor said the soft
loan credit scheme was initi-
ated by the administration in
order to alleviate the every-
day problem of transporta-
tion faced by workers in the
state.

Dr. Akume who dis-
closed that the motorcycles
would be distributed through
workers’ union with the
amount deducted from
beneficiary’s salary (at
source), over a period oftwo
years, added that the initia-
tives was in recognition of
the strategic role played by
civil servants in the imple-
mentation of government
development policies.

The state chapter Chair-
man of the Nigeria Labour
Congress, Comrade Boga
Abuul, expressed apprecia-
tion with what he called “the
labour friendly administra-
tion as demonstrated in the
acquisition and distribution

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)
The head of Benue States

civil service, Dr. Fedells,

urged workers union to comJ, ferj

porate with the government
to ensure the besfresult from

the scheme

Daity Trust

Newvvs
States want dismissal of

revenue commission’s suit

36 state filed their counter af-
fidavit and objection, then,
the court can give direction
on the case.

But the counsel to Delta
State, Mr. Nwabueze
Ogbogu, said their own ob-
jection was based on the facts
that RMAFC can not insti-
tute legal action against state
since Justice Steven Adah
however ruled that the mat-
ter has been set down for
preliminary objections and
ordered that any state which
is yet to reply court pro-
cesses should do so before
the next hearing filed for
April 27,2005.

'scarcity

e Gombe State House
of Assembly has

] given its Committee

on Water Resources one
week to investigate the wa-
ter scarcity being experi-
enced in the state. In a mo-
tion to the House which re-
sumed sitting Tuesday after
a 2 month recess, a member
representing Gombe north
constituency, Alhaji Shehu

Durbi, said people were suf-
from wat£r scard

i He a’l’leged' that some dnv-
| ers °fthe government owned

Group backs creation of

chiefdom

S criticism greets the
creation of a new
Jchiefdom and ap-

pointment of a new tradi-
i tional ruler for the Bogghom
people in Kanam local gov-
| emment area of Plateau State,

j a group in the local council,

| Bogghom Development As-
sociation, has kicked against
the government’s action.

It would be recalled that
another group under the ae-
gis of Concerned Bogghom
Citizens had at a press con-
ference in Jos last week con-
demned the proposed cre-
ation of chiefdom and the
appointment of a new tradi-
tional ruler for them.

But addressing a press
conference in Jos yesterday,
the National President,
Bogghom Development As-
sociation, Johnson Paah, said
government action in creat-
ing Bogghom chiefdom and
approving the appointment
of Pangkwai Bogghom had
met the yearnings and expec-
tations of the Bogghom na-
tion.

He stressed that before
the introduction of colonial
rule, the Bogghom people
had never lived under any
unified traditional rulership
as claimed by the Concerned
Bogghom Citizens, and that
they do not belong to same

In Plateau

from Rakiya A. Mulgamipad,
Correspondent Jos

Kanam ruling house pro-
duced by the emirate council
during the installation and
presentation of staffofoffice
of the present Emir, Alhaji
Muhammadu Ibrahim,
showed they were migrants
from Kano.

“Evidence abounds to
prove that the Bogghom and
Khinpyi IKanam are not the
same. Whereas the Bogghom
people originated from the
Kwararafa and were the origi-
nal settlers in the present
Kanam local government, the
later originated from Kano
and were later settlers,” he

asserted.
He asked that if the
Khinpyi people were

Bogghom, “then the stool of
the emir would have been
opened at least to all
Bogghom T?hiefs, but rather
they hold it as their exclusive
right,” adding “to worsen
matters, the Bogghom people
were not included i» the col-
lege of collectors.”
According to the
Bogghom Development As-
sociation, the claim by the
Concerned Bogaham Citizens
that the demand for
Bogghom chiefdom was to
promote Christian religion is
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Vice president Atiku Abubakar (right) in a discussion with the Lamido of Adamawa Dr. Aliu Mustafa

during afunction in Yola recently.

IFrom Mohammed Abubakar,!
Stringer (Gombe)
Waiter Relief Agency were
diverting their vehicles from

beats assigned to them.

According to the law-
maker, “these drivers were di-
verting the water to areas
they believe they would make
extra money.”

Alhaji Durbi, who also at-
tributed the scarcity to poor
electricity supple in the state,
called for an investigation
into the matter.

Responding to questions
from journalists recently on
the issue, the state Commis-
sioner of Water Resources
and Environment, Mr. David
Albashi, attributed the scar-
city to low level of under-
ground water which results
in poor supply to boreholes.

He said government
would put those grounded
water tankers, out of the
eleven meant to service the
various wards on the me-
tropolis to shape, to ease the

'Gombe Assembly orders probe on water

situation before the comple-
tion of the Dadin Kowa Wa-
ter Project at the end of this
year targeted to end the scar-
city once and for all in the
state.

Investigations by Daily
Trust revealed that the scar-
city which hit the state in re-
cent weeks was more preva-
lent in remote areas where a
25kg of water that sold for
less than N 10.00 now sells for
between N 15.00 and N20.00
subject to availability.

Free for all fight as two cult groups clash

e Ibaa town in
Emohua local govern
ment area was thrown

into confusion when two cult
groups engaged themselves
in a free for all fight at about
3am. Although police report
did not indicate ifthere were
casualties; it identified the
cult groups as De-well and
De-gbam who have been ri-
val cult groups in the area.

A statement from the po-
lice signed by the Public Re-
lations Officer of the com-
mand in the state , Mrs. Ireju
Barasua, said the timely in-
tervention of the police led
to the arrest of four of the
suspected cultists, adding
that investigations was in
progress on the issue.

Cult activities in Rivers
State has been assuming a
dangerous dimension, lead-
ing to serious clashes be-
tween rival cult groups in
Port Harcourt and other parts
ofthe state. Daily trust gath-
ered that most of the cultists
were youths in their early
twenties and thirties. Last
year at the peak of the
clashes, our reporter gath-
ered that it was a regular
sight to see people running
for their dear lives on the

e streets.

In related development,
police has announced the ar-
rest of one Lebari Gbaraedo

who allegedly robbed ten-
ante olrvna TT~ maH Rr\ri

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt

that it received report of an
armed robbery operation at
the Rd Road, Rumukwurusi
and on arrival, was engaged
in a gun battle with the sus-
pects in the process ofwhich

PUBLIC

one of the suspects identi-
fied as Jeremiah Ofodo was
gunned down. “Efforts are in
top gear to apprehend the
fleeing suspects. Items re-
covered from him include one
local made pistol”, the police
said.

NOTICE

MANGROVE ENGINEERING
NIGERIALIMITED

PLOT 35, TRANS AMADI INDUSTRIAL LAYOUT
PORT HARCOURT, RIVERS STATE.

The management ofthe above named company
hereby wishes to inform the Ministry of Water
Resources and general public that ENGINEER
STEFFIE. M. IBRAHIM ofPlot 1211, Samara

Machel,

Asokoro, Abuja, appointed as a

Consultant to our Company has long been
withdrawn since 6thJune 2003.

The Ministry of Water Resources is hereby
notified that the said consultant is no longer
the representative ofthe Company and has no
power to act on her behalfin any capacity.

This notice is required because our company
shall not be liable for whatever acts and deeds
of Engineer Steffie. M. Ibrahim and whoever
deals with him does so at his her own risk.

Signed
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AnambraAssembly
okays 2005 budget

T he Anambra State
House of Assembly
has passed the 2005
budget bill setting aside the
sum of N30, 615,261,500
which is about N1.3 billion
above the three
N29,204,327,500 presented to
the House by the Governor
of Anambra state, Dr. Chirs
Nigige.
The passage of the b ill was
sequel to the report of the
House Committee on Finance
budget appropriation pre-
sented by the Chairman,
Hon. Ifeatu Nwokoji, which
was seconded by the

Chairman of the House
Committee onjudiciary.

The appropriate bill
which would take effect from
31s day of January, 2005
provided for the sum 0fN14,
26j,361,500 to be paid out of
the consolidated fund of
Anambra state during the
year ending.

Oro Ughanadu, urged
the state government to
have comprehensive com-
puterization of all offices in
the state.

Bona Orakwue, opposed
the motion as improper and
frivolous for one to propose

2007: Gov Sani campaigners
begin consultation in Kaduna

T he Central Working
Committees for the
actualization of
Governor Ahmed SaniofZam
fara state (Yeriman Bakura) is
contesting the 2007
presidential election have
commenccd a nation-wide
consultation for the first time
in Kaduna.

Addressing newsmen in
a press-briefing in Kaduna,
the chairman of the CWC,
Alhaji Ahmed Rufai Hassan,
said that the committee
comprises of people from all
walks of life, who are also
from different parts of the
country.

According to him, the
committee is being funded
by private individuals for the
purpose of creating aware-
ness and making publication
foractualization of Governor
Sani presidential election in
2007.

Alhaji Ahmed said that
the committees has been

From AHyu Haruna
Correspondent (Kaduna)

charged to tour the length
and breadth of the country
seeking for people’s opinion
over the achievement of
Governor Sani since the
inception of his administra-
tion in 1999.

He disclosed that the aim
of choice of Governor
Yeriman Bakura for 2007
presidential election is for
total change for the nation.

The CWC chairman said
that the course is not Jhat of
All Nigeria People Party
(ANPP) but a general affairof
Nigerians irrespective oftribe
and religion.

On the speculation that
President Obasanjo is trying
to get Governor Sani to
emerge as his Vice in his third
term ambition, Mallam Ahmed
denied such inform'a-tion,
saying that it is baseless and
could not be substantiated.

the motion, urging that the
bill has already been passed
for computerization of
officers.

According to the bill, the
Accountant-General
warrants the commissioner
for Finance and Economic
Development, presented by
the Governor; pay out that
sum being the total of the
amount set forth against
Heads. The bill stated that
the said sum mentioned in
section two ofthe law should
be appropriated to the
purposes in the manner
indicated in the first
schedule to the law.

-|- he on-going multi
billion naira Gombe
Regional W ater
Supply project is being
considered to serve as
dedicated line from Gombe to
Dadin-Kowa by the National
Electric Power Authority
(NEPA).

The approval for the
dedicated line was given by
the Managing Director ofthe
National Electric Power
Authority, Mr. Joseph
Makonju, when the Gombe
state Governor; Alhaji
Mohammed Dajuma Goje
paid him a courtesy visit in
his office at NEPA head-
quarters, Abuja.

Speaking during the visit,
the state governor informed
the managing director that
the entire Gomber Metropolis
and environs is experiencing
a serious inadequacy of
power supply, hence the
necessity for the visit. The
problems, according to the
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Gombe water project to serve
as dedlicated line-NEPA

By Abudlkarim Baba Aminu

governor, include poor
distribution.

W hile presenting the
Gombe state electricity
supply problems, Governor
Danjuma Goje commended
the management of NEPA for
taking new measures to
ensure sustainable elec-
tricity supply in the country.

Receiving the governor,
the managing director arid
chiefexecutive of NEPA, Mr.
Joseph Makonju, informed
the governor that the
management of NEPA would
soon find a lasting solution
to Gombe state power
supply problem and granted
the request presented to him
by the governor.

Mr. Makonju, further

commended the governor
for the visit and prayed for
the cordial relationship
between the manageriient
of NEPA and Gombe st
govem-ment, assuring t
NEPA is committed to
ensure adequate power
supply in the country.
The governor was!
accompanied during the j
visit by a member
representing Yamaltu-Deba
federal const-ituency,
Barrister ldris Abdullahi
Umar, who is also the
chairman House Com-
mittee on Power and Steel
and the state commissioner
for Rural Development,
Alh. Ismaila Muazu
Hassan, as well as special
assistant to the governor.

The Minister o fstatefor works, Alhaji Saleh Shehu and the minister o fState Foreign Affairs, Alhaji Samaila Sambawa

during the FEC meeting held at the State House, Abuja... yesterday

Pix: Joe Oroye

ANPP chairman expresses dismay over adultery
case against legislator

he Kaduna state
chairman of the All
Nigerian Peoples
Party (ANPP), Alhaji Kabir

Jigawa NAFDAC threatens closure of

-|- he National Agency
for Food and Drug
Administration and

Control NAFDAC, Jigawa

state office, has warned pure

water producers to operate
within stipulated rules or
face closure.

In a release made
available to Daily Trust and
signed by NAFDAC Ozigio
A. Abdulsalam, said recent
survey conducted in the
state has shown that out of
the 25 water packaging
factories, only nine (9)
complied with the treatment
requirements.

This according to him
represents 53% while 8 out

water factories

; From Hassan A. Karofi i
j Correspondent (Dutse) |

ofthe 17 in operation met the
laid down requirements.
Ozigu warned that
despite many workshops,
trainings and seminars on
application of Hazards
producers have still failed to
utilize the training given.
“The companies that
failed to comply with the
requirement have therefore
been given compliance
directives to correct the
observed lapses while also
imposing sanction on the

factories as deterrence.

The coordinator also
asked the consuming public
to be vigilant on where they
buy packaged water and
ascertain in their right to
ensure correct package ed
water date, marking and
labeling and the public
should reject products that
do not comply with detailed
statement, labeling.

The statement therefore,
added that henceforth,
factories that are found not
to comply with good
labeling practices will not
only be sanctioned but
closed down and the product

IBB endorses UK group

ormer president,
Ibrahim Babangida,

has agreed to make
himself personally available
towards any effort that
would move Nigeria forward.
The former president
made the pledge while
receiving a 15 point blue print
from the United Kingdom
Chapter ofthe Nigeria project
—groups urging him to

While meeting with the
group in Abuja yesterday,
the former president
commended the group for
preparing the blue print
which touches on aspects of
national life saying it is
always his pleasure to work
with people who have great
ideas.

“If there is anything |
like, it is working with people
wir

in the document you have
prepared and | will sit down
and study it.” Jgabangida said.

On the purpose of the
group being/in Nigeria which
is to put pressure on him to
contest the 2007 elections, the
former president said that he
would work with the group to
achieve their aim adding that
their reason for coming to
Nigeria is informed by the

From Aliyu Haruna
Correspondent (Kaduna)

Umar has expressed grief
over the recent allegation
of adultery against a
member of the state House
of Assembly representing
Kano con-stituency. Hon.
Muhammad Sani lliyaru,
was allegedly accused of
impregnating a 16 year-old
girl in Kaduna.

Alhaji Kabir who was
speaking to newsmen when
he paid a solidarity visit to
Hon. Sani, an ANPP member
at the state Assembly said
that such allegation is
devastating and
disheartening to his party.

According to him, Hon.
Sani is a very responsible
man who does not deserve
to be framed up with such
unwarranted and
unsubstantiated allegation.

The ANPP chairman
said that the party will not
allow anybody to tarnish
the hard earned reputa-tion
and integrity of any of the
members of his
constituency and the state
in general.

Alhaji Kabir maintai-ned.

that as a party, there are
many problems which
affect members, adding that
he is ready to stand by

It can recalled that Hon.
Mohammed Sani lliyasu
was before an Upper Sharia
Court, last week in Kaduna,
over an allegation of
impregnating a 16 year-old
Hajiza Tasalla Dauda, in

which the case has been
fixed for further hearing on
March 9,2005.

Similarly, Hon. Sani in a |
press conference last week
attributed the frame-up to
people who are against his :
principles, which he
declined to mention their
names.

Ekiti earmarks N40m
for farmers, youths

E kiti state government
has earmarked N40
million out of year
2005 budget for youth and
farmers, empowerment to
effect rehabilitation of farm
settlements and to
resuscitate interest in
agriculture.

The commissioner of
finance and budget, Mr.
Toyin Ojo, who disclosed
this while giving detailed
analysis of year 2005
budget in Ado-EKiti said the
programme is also designed
to empower the average
peasant farmer in the state.

Ojo who pointed out
that Ekiti state is endowed
with available land suitable
for farming said another
N20 million has also been
set aside out of total sum of
N775 million budget for the
agric sub sector this year
for schools agricultural

From Femi Oladipo,
Stringer (Ado-EKkiti)

secondary schools to
engage in farming.
Speaking on the efforts
to boost the production of
cash crops, the com-
missioner disclosed that
N4.5 million has been set
aside as the state’s
counterpart contribution to j
the  National Cocoa
Development Committee
(NCDC) out of N7 million
earmarked for produce
development in the budget. |
He added that this year,
the state government will |
release NImillion for the
Rural development de-
partment of the state |
ministry of agriculture to j
procure publicity equipment
for mobilization of people
to participate in rura
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the beefincrease?

rectorate was to get involved
in getting the peasant farmers
go and find lasting solutions
to the country’s agricultural
problems. The main emphasis
was the provision of rural in-
frastructure and basic ameni-
ties, the provision-of feeder
roads for easy evacuation of
farm produce and the procure-
ment of production inputs such
as fertilizer as well as its distri-
bution to the small scale farm-
ers.

Alhaji Lateef Kayode
Jakande in the preface of the
Nigerian Economic Review
1986 wrote, “the Nigerian
economy is in doldrums. The
decline began in the 1980s, and
since then the economy has
continued to slide deeper and

ever, the beefofhis efforts was
still not seen. No statistical
data available to show it.

The late general Sani
Abacha (Rtd) military admin-
istration came in 1994, and set
up agricultural development
working machinery through
assisting small- and large scale
farmers. These included provi-
sion of machinery for Jand
preparation, as well as culti-
vation during the farming pe-
riod. When General
A\>&j\sa\aim AW oaW smiYi-
Ury admimste&Uon came, It
continued with the .national
agriculture policy, plans and
strategies formulation through
the Vision 2010 projection of
agriculture development. In
three years from 1996 to 1999,
before handing over to the
present democratic govern-
ment of President Olusegun
Obasanjo, the country only
achieved little beefofthe agri-
cultural development.

mTherefore, Nigerians need
more ofthe beefofagricultural
development in the period of
the present Obasanjo admin-
istration. In spite of the exist-
ing and very good potentials
this country has for increasing
agricultural production, every
thing is moving at a snail
speed. Improving yields from
the existing areas and expand-
ing the areas under cultivation
have all failed or achieved lit-
tle success. Over the last two
decades, Nigeria has been bat-
tling to produce enough food
to combat hunger and meet
other economic needs of the
people. Apart from food short-
age, prices continue to in-
crease with high inflation rates.
As a result, supplies of

griculture organisation (FAO) of
ns (UN) has said that out of the
land area of over 98.3 million
4 million hectares are of medium
ural productivity. And by making
vements combined with modern
Idbe raised to 72 million hectares,
tout 50 per cent ofthe total culti-
*esent unutilizedaccording to the

deeper into grave situation.
The successive governments
over the past six years have
been gripped with the problems
of the Nigerian economy, but
their solutions have proved to
be non-salutations.” Similarly,
the chief Earnest Shonekan
administration, which was very
short, took the bull by the horn
and did its best to develop ag-
riculture in Nigeria and the re-
sult was encouraging. How-

agrieultural produce fordoines-
tic consumption and industrial
use as well as export have de-
clined. That, consequently,
would have spur the nations
foreign exchange earnings.
Fortunately, the foreign ex-
change is picking up. Accord-
ing to the minister of agricul-
ture, recently Nigeria sold
about $800,000:00 worth ofag-
ricultural produce to WFP for
supply to the victims of Darfur

crisis in the Sudan. It means
the foreign exchange is no
more deplorable at the moment.

It is imperative to beam a
search light on agricultural de-
velopment as embarked upob
by individuals and organisa-
tions including the govern-
ments in Nigeria. It is praise-

worthy to note that successive
governments accord high pri-
ority to agriculture develop-
ment in this country. They
claimed to have achieved im-
9rovemeats in the national
economy.

A quarterly publication
known as the Nigerian Eco-
nomic Review 1986 states that
approximately, two thirds of
agricultural production come
from crops, one quarter from
livestock, one-twelfth from
marine and riverine sources
with the rest from extractive
forest production. As such, the
beefofagricultural production
is about 66.6 per cent then. It
was followed by livestock it-
self being the foremost yield
ofbeefhaving 25 per cent. Next
is the extractive forest produc-
tion with less than 24 percent,
while the marine and riverine
beefofagriculture production
hit about 9 per cent only.

According to sources from
at the Federal Office of Statis-

tics (FOS), rate of GDP are,
26.07,1984-25.89,1983-24.05,
1982-23.28,1981-20:52and 1980
is21.10.

From the above statistics
it is easy to deduce the upward
trend of the national GDP in
which agriculture is the next

,contributor after oil resources.
It is a commendable
development. And from the
statistics, it could be observed
that in 1985 Nigeria as awhole
got the largest beefofagricul-
tural production. In the third
national development plan, in
terms ofagricultural statistics,
about 6.6 per cent was allo-
cated out of the total =N=33
billion investment proposal for
the public sector programmes.

The essential analysis is
on the beefing up of agricul-
tural production. The food
strategy mission report on
1980 to 1985 revealed that
population growth stood at 2.5
per cent per annum and real
income growth by two per cent
per annum. In addition, the re-
port said that the gross sup-
ply of all food items has been
increasing at tlje rate of3.5 per
cent per annum. With these
statistics, the beef of agricul-
tural development was for the
same period growing a”the rate
of one per cent per annum.
Generally, it is worthy to note
that the gross supply includes
input seed, animal feeds, manu-
facturing requirements, stor-
age losses and other wastages.

To be continued.

Heaps of Yam at a market after harvest

Cows readyfor slaughter on the slab.
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T he decision of
President Olusegun
Obasanjo to hold the

National Political Reform

|Conference may have been

Imade since 1999 but at about

the end of his first term he

brought up the idea and
discussed it with his close
associates. The President
fyas never at any point
. indicated that he want to be
advised on whether to hold
the conference or not but he
ialways seek advise on when
land how to hold the
conference only. Where-the
jPresident’s conviction on the
—’viability of the conference
comes from only God and
himselfknew. A source even
said that holding the
conference is one of the
conditions on which the late
| Minister ofjustice, Bola lge
joined the last cabinet.
Obasanjo, even

;lawmakers attested has now

learnt to a little bit consult

;with the National Assembly

"pbefore going about taking

position on fundamental
lissues that require
legislation. Before making
public his will to hold the
conference, the President
was said to have assigned
his Attorney- General to

;prepare a bill that will be

‘presented to the National

“* Assembly on the National
Conference. In the bill it was
|proposed that the delegates
to the conference will be

Iselected from the national

|assembly, state assemblies,

|[local government councils
jand others. When the idea of

:the bill was presented to the

ileadership of the two

Ichambers of the national

lassembly they instantly told

|the President that the whole

—bill and what it wants to
lachieve are flawed and will
never see the light ofthe day
lif presented to the national
|assembly .Then president
saw the rashness of the still
|[bom bill and reasoned with

[them .That was how the

conference came the way it

jis fashioned .

Senates Opposition to the
iConference

Itis no longer anew thing
jthat the leadership of the
senate is crippled and has no
|clouts to reject whatever
request the President may
|[make to the National
Assembly .Infact before
President Obasanjo
Ipresented his request for an
approval 0fN932 to fund the
conference at several
imeetings were held between
the Presidency and the
jleadership ofboth the Senate
and the House and as usual
the President wants the
leadership to push his
|request through the throat of
the lawmakers. When the

o —m[ -

J
Confab:

leadership particularly ofthe
house consulted its members
they vehemently opposed
the idea and even threatened
that they may impeach the
leadership ifthey in any way
they support the conference.
The senate last week in a

President Obasanjo s

closed session disassociated
itselfform the conference and
said it will not approve the
president’s request for funds.
Many ofthe lawmakers were
of the opinion that if the
President is truly interested
in moving the nation forward
he should have used the
outcome of so many of such
adhoc panels to move the
nation forward. They always
cite none implementation of
Oputa panel report, Local
governments reform
committee report and even
the vision 2010 which has
answers to so many of the
issues the president always
advances to justify the
conference. On the other
hand they also argue that
they are the representatives
of the people and therefore
in better position to handle
whatever political grievances
the people that elected them
may have. They also believe
atthe end ofthe day whatever
the conference may come up
with has to be approved by
the National Assembly.
Therefore it amounts to
waste of time and funds to
go about the conference. One
also may observe that
lawmakers  were not
comfortable with the
conference because it
seemingly amounts to
passing a vote of no
confidence on them. The
resolution of the two houses

Daily Trust

HO
Can 1t divide the Senate?

saying that they will not
approve funds for the
conference is an instance of
doublespeak.

The Stand of Northern
Senators

The Northern Senators
Forum is a 58 member caucus
that has membership of
senators representing the 19

northern senators. This
aside there exist caucuses of
senators of North west, east
and central. On Wednesday
last week the'Northern
senators meet for over two
hours and deliberated
extensively on the
implications of the national
conference to the interests
of the north. Many at the
meeting were of the firm
belief that Obasanjo has a
hidden agenda of using the
conference to either have a
third term or create an
atmosphere that will make it
impossible for any
northerner to rule the nation
again .Many were of the
opinion that the President
might have summoned the
conference to help those
intent on the idea of
reducing the number oflocal
governments in the North
and even adjusting the
representation from the
North at the national
assembly. At the meeting
some prominent senators
close t« the President said
even if he has a hidden
agenda for convening the
conference they don’t know
anything about it .1t was then
agreed that the conference
is unnecessary and will not
in anyway improve the
nations polity. All senators
agreed to the position.

The forum concluded to
move a motion stating this
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position on Tuesday but
Senate President Adolphus
Wabara refused to allow it and
ultimately aborted the motion,
some say on instructions from
the presidency.

Southern Senators Back
Stab

Throughout this week
southern senators under the

Adolphus Wabara, Senate President

leadership of Senator Ifeanyi
Araraume have been meeting
atarestaurant in Maitama and
they unanimously agreed that
the conference is necessary
and they should support it.
They have the beliefthat it will
address what they said is the
political structure that favor
the North. The Southern
Senators share the popular
belief of most of the
proponents of the conference
from that side of the country,
that Northern states were
having more than they
deserve from the nations oil
wealth. This position of the
Southern senators came even
though they are party to the
earlier decision of the senate
to kick against the conference
on constitutional ground.

This is perhaps the first
time that the southern
senator’s forum is agreeing
on an issue.

Will the Senate Ever Be
The Same Again?

It is now clear that the
senate will have to contend
with refreshed divide along
North/South schism. Infact a

member of the Southern
Senators Forum, Senator
Chris Adighije expressed fear
over it by saying “It is
worrisome that we should still
be talking of Nothern
Senators Forum or Southern
Senator Forum at this stage
of our socio political
development. This
development should not be
encouraged because it is not
good for our nascent
democracy neither is it good
for our dear country’s
stability”. Senator Adighije
described the new trend as
dangerous.

The secretary of the
Northern Senators Forum
Senator Saidu Dansadau
described the position of the
Southern  Senators as
“unparliamentary”. This, it

seems marks the beginning of

a deep division that may
shatter the senate.
Importantly ' Northern
Senators have'change their””
ways to match this onslaught*®
of the forum of Southern ;
senators. There seems to be
lack ofthe political will among
Northern senators to even
make public their position on
such an issue. Many of them
will not want to openly
oppose a conference
endorsed by their governors,
Some have more allegiance to
-the presidency than even the
people that voted for them
.The boldness of the
Southern senators has now
made it clear that whichever
way the is no way other than
for the Northern senators to
stand up to their people even
at the level of only barking
without the will to bite.
Afterall the presidency has
using Wabara denied them
theirright ofexpressing their
position on this conference
and their Southern
counterparts had their way
smartly through the back-,
door. Or were the Northern
senators not aware that
Obasanjo has severally met
with senators from Yoruba
states in connection with the
conference?

One often finds it difficult
to understand the kind of
politics the Northern
Senators were playing with
the future of their people.
When they held their last
retreat in Sokoto they came
up prominently with the
position that power must shift
to the North come 2007 as if
that is or was the beginning
and end of the problems
confronting the region. No
one it seems is bothered with
the issue of the poverty
ravaging people ofthe region
as a result of low education
and that enduring culture of
laziness. As senior
lawmakers the Northern
senators have to look at
politics beyond a mere jostle
for power. The legislature is
a platform that they can use
to put in place machinery of
addressing several of the
socio economic problems
confronting Northern states.

[—

—_——

Importantly, Northern Senators have to
change their ways to match this
onslaught of the forum of Southern
senators. There seems to be lack ofthe
political will among Northern senators
toeven makepublictheirposition onsuch
an issue. Many ofthem will not want to
openly oppose a conference endorsed by
theirgovernors.
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Member House of Reps, Hon. Lawal Garba (left) and Alhaji Bata Salisu during the Hon. Lawal

constituency tour to commissioning someprojects in Katsina...

recently.

Repurges electorateto

member of the
A House of
Hon. Garba Lawal, represen-
ting Daura central consti-
tuency has called on the
Nigerian electorate to copy
the Ukranian example and
rise against the Nigerian
ruling elite as the only option
left for the entrenchment of
justice and the survival of
democracy in Nigeria.

Hon. Lawal Garba who
spoke to Daily Trust in
Katsina via telephone shortly
after the conduct ofa Katsina
local government legislature
bye-election last Saturday,
said survival ofdemocracy is

2007: NDP puts up IBB for presidency

-|- he National Executive
Committee (NEC) of
the National Demo-

cratic Party (NDP) rose from

a one-day meeting in Abuja,

yesterday, endorsing former

military ruler, General lbra-
him Babangida for presi-

dency in 2007.

Making the party’s
position known to newsmen
atNDP secretariat, Chairman
of the party, Alhaji Aliyu
Habu Fari, said Babangida
was the preferred candidate
and that they would work for
him in the next elections.

He said the ex-head of
state has given NDP the go-
ahead to fly his campaign
kite.

Reminded that the former
head of state is a member of
the ruling People’s
Democratic Party (PDP), Fari
contended that Babangida

| By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter

never belonged to any party
other than the NDP.

He said the party was
putting up the former ruler
because PDP has failed to
meet expectations of
Nigerians.

According to him,
Babangida refused to contest
in 2003 because his former
boss, President Olusegun
Obasanjo was contesting.

He said, however, that
should the president go for a
third term, Babangida would
challenge him.

“I tell you categorically
that IBB has never been a
member ofthe PDP and | tell
you that he will contest the
presidential election in 2007
under the NDP. Even if
Obasanjo decides to go for a

third term as is being specu-
lated, IBB will challenge him.

“Its not true that he
registered as number 007,
because PDP membership
numbers must begin with 61.
So it’snot true. And I tell you,
go and verify IBB has given
us the go ahead to endorse
him. Our party has always
been IBB and we will
continue as such.” Fari said.

Speaking on the ongoing
national political reform
conference, the chairman said
the whole thing was a plan to
paper over the failures of the
PDP government.

“The .NEC also
condemned in strongest terms,
the National Political Reforms
Conference, which has further
exposed the prostrate
leadership of the PDP
Government. Whatever the
agenda of the conference, the

Mantu marks b|rthday with lecture on democracy

rofessor

Nwankwo, |nalecture

to mark the inaugura-
tion of the Senator Ibrahim
Mantu annual lecture on good
governance, peace and
democracy, said the on going
national political reform
conference is an opportunity
forNigeria to retrace its steps
and have a shift to good
governance.

The event which also
marks the 58thbirthday ofthe
Deputy Senate ‘President,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, also
witnessed the launching of a
book on good governance and
democracy.

Professor Nwankwo
noted that: “The way ahead is
clear. If Nigeria wants to
exploit and maximise her full
potentials as the giant of
Africa, if she wants to realise
her dream of a great society
and beacon of hope for the
black race, then the sleeping
giant must be aroused and

By Isa Sanusi,
Political Reporter

unchained.”

In a brief remark, the
President of the Senate,
Adolphus Wabara empha-
sized that good governance

is the only way of sustaining
democracy while describing
his deputy, Alhaji Ibrahim
Mantu, as a principled
politician whose life is
entirely devoted to promoting
democracy and bringing
development to his people.

Better life reforms not political

North €entrall
coordlnator of the
Better Life for African

(Rural) women programme,
Hon. Zainab Abdul Malik,
has said that the ongoing
repositioning of the progra-
mme has nothing to do with
the 2007 general elections.

Honourable Malik who
made statementwhile speak-
ing at the first quarterly
meeting ofthe programme in
Lafia, Nasarawa State, said
the aim of the repositioning
to continue with the good
works of her excellency, Dr.
Maryam Babangida which
has affected women
pristinely in Nigeria.

She said rather than
assure the programme was

By Hammeed M. Bello,
Political Reporter

being repositioned for
political reasons, people
should encourage the founder
of the programme for the
sacrifice she has made
towards repositioning the
programme which scope has
been battened to other African
countries. *

The zonal coordinator
reminded the women of the
fact that most first ladies'in the
past preferred to sit back and
enjoy the spoils of office, and
called for selfless service for
the realisation ofthe better life
programme.

NDP would resist any attempt
to impose ‘innovations’ that
are designed for the selfish
interest of one man alone in
the name ofperpetuity. Apart
from being illegal and
unconstitutional, the
representatives are abunch of
tired and fatigued Nigerians
who have nothing to offer a
new generation such as ours.”
He said.

Representatives,.

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Katsina)

under serious threat.

He described as sympa-
thetic the attitude of govern-
ment in the just concluded
legislative bye-election des-
cribing as unbecoming oftop
government functionaries
who are being used to intimi-
date voters and steal away

Page 35

check elite

ballathsyxes.

The legislator lamented
that, a situation where the
commissioner and a perma-
nent secretary have descen-
ded to the level of stealing
ballot box is most unfortu-
nate, and urged the well
meaning people of the state.,
whose political future are
being threatened by disgrun-
tled elements.

Gov Sani’s posters
flood Makurdi

sters bearing the
hotographs of
Zamfara State gover-

nor, Alhaji Ahmed Sani have
flooded Makurdi, the Benue
state capital.

Coming in various colo-
urs, the posters bear Sani’s
photographs in different
attires, with inscriptions in the
three major Nigerian langua-
ges, Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba.

The posters bearing mess-
ages in Igbo are produced by
a group simply called Con-
cerned Citizens.

They are posted in strate-
gic locations across the state
capital.

Daily Trust observed that
like the posters of former
military ruler, General Ibra-
him Babangida and those of

From Hir Joseph,
| Correspondent (Makurdi) \
General Buba Marwa, Sani’s
posters have defaced those of

Vice President Atiku Abu-
bakar.

Gov. Ahmed Sani

NIGERIAN RAILWAY CORPORATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Management of the Nigerian Railway Corporation wishes to
tnforin tlie genera! Public that it lias been brought to its notice
that some fraudsters (419Jare perpetrating acts aimed at duping

foreign firm* who are eoatcif tu believing that MU
some of her wasted assets (scrapped metals).

is disposing

These fraudsters have gone as far as parading pictures of new
rails stacked within the Railway ( outpound, Khute-inetta and
other parts of the counrtv as rail scraps for sale.

The Publk is hereby informed and ad* ised to he wearv of
fraudsters circulating false information about the sale of
railway assets and scraps,

there is an existing federal (.merriment embargo on sale of
scraps for export. Please be warned.

SICNKD

M\IN \<a:\Il NT
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Torrential rain del

he start of the WHC-

Accenture Match

Play Championship

was pushed back 24 hours on

Tuesday due to the near-

record’ rainfall pounding
southern California.

First round matches

Despite an afternoon ofrainstorm, Vijay Singh continues his practice while working on hisfairway

scheduled for Wednesday at
Carlsbad’s La Costa Resort
and Spa will now be played
on Thursday, while the sec-
ond and third rounds will be
staged on Friday.
Quarter-fmal andsemi-fi-
nal matches will so ahead <

Dotty Trust

Saturday with the final on
Sunday.

It will mark the second
consecutive year that rain has
wiped out opening day action
at the $7.5 million event.

Starting Thursday, how-

bunker shots at World GolfChampionships Accenture Match Play Championship on Tuesday. Singh,
the world number one ratedplayer, meets Japan’ Shingo Katayama in thefirst round.

Stam still bitter ove

-|- hree and a half years
may have passed but
the wounds created

by Jaap Stam’s abrupt depar-

ture from Manchester United
have still not healed com-
pletely.

That was evident as the
giant Dutch defender pre-
pared to run out at Old
Trafford for his new employ-
ers AC Milan yesternight.

The 32-year-old can still
not quite understand why it
was that Sir Alex Ferguson
|was prepared to accept a 16-
,» |million-poundbid for him from
|Lazio in the summerof2001,
ijust two years after he had
Ihelped United lift the Cham-

f@fm,ﬂyfm

shock loss to

unseedfed Nicolas

jKiefer in round one of the

Dubai Tennis Champion-
ships.

Playing his first match
since winning the Australian
Open, Safin showed some
good touches but was beaten

1 7-6 (7-2) 6-4 by the in-form
| Kiefer.

The German got on top in
the first-set tie-break, striking

la sweet forehand to win the
first point against serve.

And he maintained the

| momentum early in the sec-

pions League trophy on that
unforgettable night in
Barcelona.

“Manchester United
know they made a mistake in
selling me,” Stam claimed. #

Given that Stam pros-
pered in ltaly while United
endured a trophy-less 2001-
02 campaign, that view will be
shared by many of the club’s
fans.

But Ferguson is not
about to admit that he got it
wrong. Asked if he had any
regrets about selling a player
at the peak of his powers, the
Scot snapped: “l wouldn’t go
into that,” having just sec-
onds before claimed not to

ps to shock

ond set, breaking the Russian
with the help of an inspired
volley.

Spain’s Feliciano Lopez
lined up a second round clash
with Andre Agassi by beat-
ing Thailand’s Paradorn-
Srichaphan.

Lopez, who lost in three
sets to Roger Federer in last
year’s final, won 6-2 3-6 6-3.

Former champion Fabrice
Santoro of France was beaten
6-3 6-0 by sixth seeded Rus-
sian Nikolay Davydenko.

There were also wins for
two other Russians, lgor

have been surprised by
Stam’s success in Italy.

“He was still ayoung man
(when he left) and he’s had a
great career in Italy. I’'m iiot
surprised.”

Stam, now 32, insists he
bears no grudge against
Ferguson or the United direc-
tors.

“There have been oppor-
tunities to confront them but
| have turned them down,” he
said. “What would be the
point? I know | made a mis-
take and they do too.”

“l was very settled at
Manchester United. | had
even just ordered a new
kitchen but if a club wants to

Dubai loss

Andreev and seventh seed

Mikhail Youzhny.
[ I I B O B B |

Safin

ever, the forecast is for
mostly sunny skies offering
hope there will not be a re-
peat of last week’s PGA
Tour event in Los Angeles
w'here heavy rains reduced
the Nissan Open to just 36
holes.

More than six inches of
rain has lashed across
southern California since
last Thursday leaving dev-
astation and chaos.

Golfers arrived in
Carlsbad to find fairways
submerged and bunkers
transformed into small lakes
forcing the cancellation of
practice rounds on Monday
and Tuesday.

When play begins, Ti-
ger Woods will be bidding

Rose so

pointg g ang cplay

some solid defence to
guide the Toronto Raptors
to a 100-82 victory over the
New Jersey Nets.

Rose shot stole the
show against former
Toronto favourite Vince
Carter, who only made eight
shots out of 25 attempts on
the night.

Chris Bosh added 16
points and 12 rebounds for
the Raptors, who seemed

Thursday,

for an unprecedented third
consecutive title and a return
to the top of the world
rankings.

The former world number
one has triumphed in his last
12 matches here, while his
overall record in the event
comprises 20 wins and just
three losses.

He has made a habit of
thriving in the World Golf
Championships (WGC) arena,
with eight victories in 16 starts.
In contrast, his biggest rival
this week, top-ranked Vijay
Singh, has yet to win one.

While Woods’ record at
the La Costa Resort and Spa is
second to none, Fijian Singh
has never progressed beyond
the second round in five at-

sweet for

to play with extra motivation
with Carter on the opposing
team at East Rutkerford.

It was only Toronto’s fifth
win on the road in 26 games
this season.

In Auburn Hills, Michigan,
Richard Hamilton and
Tayshaun Prince collected 19
points apiece to lead the
streaking Detroit Pistons to a
97-88 win over the New York
Knicks.

Detroit have now won five
straight games and 10 out of

r United exit

sell you, there is nothing
you can do. You can be sold
like cattle.

“In what other industry
can a good employee be
ushered out of the door
against their wishes.”

Stam’s reference to his
own mistake relates to the
contents of his autobiogra-
phy, which contained a
number of indiscreet snip-
pets about life in the Old
Trafford dressing room as
well as the revelation that

Martlnez Sets U

6vimer Wimisledot

F champion Conchita
Martinez rallied
from a set down to beat
Roberta Vinci of Italy 5-7
6-0 6-2 in the first round
of the Qatar Open on
Tuesday.

The Spaniard, ranked
37 in the world, now
meets world number five
and third seed Anastasia
Myskina, champion in

Doha for the last two
years.
Top seed Amelie

Mauresmo, number two
seed Maria Sharapova and
fourth seed Alicia Molik
will also take to the court
on Wednesday after first

the United boss had made an
illegal approach to him when
he was still playing for PSV
Eindhoven.

That is widely seen as hav-
ing sealed his fate, although
that version of events was de-
nied by Ferguson in his auto-
biography, where he claimed
that Stam had been sold be-
cause he believed the player
had passed his best and could
be replaced by Laurent Blanc,
then available on a free trans-

fer.

round byes.

“l needed to change the
pace of my shots. | was
playing quite low in the
beginning,” Martinez said.
“Only when | started mixing
it up things began to happen
in my favour.”

Looking ahead to the
Myskina clash, she said:
“She (Myskina) is a great
player and | am sure it will
be a tough match. I know |
will have to fight for every
ball.”

In other first round
matches, Australian Nicole
Pratt beat Selima Sfar of Tu-
nisia 7-5 6-2 while Japan’s
Ai Sugiyama defeated

February 24. 2005

ays start of Match Play Championship

tempts.

Woods, Singh, U.S. Mas-
ters champion Phil Mickelsoi
and U.S. Open winner Retie
Goosen, as the top four
seeds, have been placed in
different groups with the elite
field divided into four sec-
tions.

Singh, a nine-time winner
on the 2004 PGA Tour, will
take on Japan’s Shingo
Katayama in his opening
match while Woods will
launch his title defence
against Zimbabwean Nick
Price.

Mickelson meets fellow
American Loren Roberts and
Goosen comes up against
Australia’s Stephen Leaney.

Raptors

In Orlando, Jermaine
O’Neal registered 20 points in
only 22 minutes as the Indi-
ana Pacers routed the Magic
108-84.

Fred Jones contributed 18
points for the Pacers.

Meanwhile, Michael
Redd amassed 39 points to
carry the Milwaukee Bucks to
a 112-102 triumph over the
Charlotte Bobcats.

And In Chicago, Ben Gor-
don collected 29 points as
the Bulls beat the Miami Heat
105-101 in overtime.

The Heat lost Shaquille
O ’Neal early in the first quar-
ter when he” hobbled off the
court.

He was later diagnosed
with a left knee strain and will
be re-evaluated Wednesday.

Ray Allen scored 29
points, including two free
throws with 16.7 seconds left,
as the Seattle SuperSonics
edged the Rockets 87-85 in
Houston.

Finally, in the late-finish-
ing games on the western
seaboard, there were home
wins for both the LA Lakers
and the Sacramento Kings.

p clash with Myskina

...In Qatar

Australia’s
Stosur 6-2 6-3.

Samantha

Martinez
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

A

Vieirastill hopeful afterArsenal’s Munich nightmare

aptain Patrick Vieira
believes Arsenal still
have a chance of

ching the Champions
fague quarter-finals despite
a 3-l1ldefeat at Bayern
Munich that almost reduced

his manager Arsene Wenger
to tears.

Wenger said Tuesday’s
performance was the English
champions’ worst in the
competition and he had felt

Bayern, Munichs keeper Oliver Kahn, right, shakes hands
with ArsenalsJens Lehmann after their Champions League

tie in Munich.

Benitez defen

iverpool boss Rafael
Benitez has absolved
his error-prone
goalkeeper Jcrzy Dudek from
blame for the late goal that
handed Bayer Leverkusen a
Champions League lifeline.

Benitez’s side appeared to
have killed off the-Germans
at Anfield on Tuesday night
when Dietmar Hamann
added a late free-kick to first
half goals from Luis Garcia
and John Arne Riise.

But the nature of the
second leg in Germany in two
weeks time was transformed
when Dudek failed to hold a
volley  from Dimitar
Berbatov and allowed
Leverkusen substitute Franca
to prod home a goal that
means a 2-0 win on home soil
would put Liverpool out.
Benitez however insisted that
Dudek deserved credit for the
saves he had made earlier in
the game.

“If we had scored all the
chances we had we would not
be talking about the goal we
conceded,” the Spaniard
said.

“It was a difficult shot that
bounced in front ofhim — in
my opinion Jerzy had a good
game.”

Despite the late setback,
Benitez was delighted to see
his side’s stop-start season
click back into gear five days
before they face Chelsea in
the League Cup final.

“Sure 3-0 is better than 3-
1 but if you had offered me
this score before the match, |
would have signed for it,” he
said.

“Of course now we will
have to play the second leg a
little differently because we

know that a 2-0 defeat will
put us out. But when y»u
score three goals in the
Champions League it gives
you confidence for sure.”

The fact that Liverpool
coped so well without the
influence of their suspended
captain, Steven Gerrard, will
also have been encouraging
for Benitez.

But he will also be aware
that Leverkusen created
enough chances to have

the night a radically

Liverpoolgoalkeeper, Jerzy Dudek was absolvedfrom hlatne
for a lategoal thathanded Bayer Leverkusen a Champions

League life line

fertikvryuc

by defender Kolo Toure
revived hope ahead of the
second leg on March 9.

Arsenal’s defending was
abject, particularly in the
second half when they
shipped two goals and could
have conceded at least two
more. Toure was at fault for
the first goal and injured
England defender Sol
Campbell was badly missed.

“It is frustrating to concede
too many goals and we need
to work on that as a team,”
Vieira said. “We need to
defend better if we want to
progress.

“Sol is important to the
team but he was not there and
we have to cope. It is
frustrating because Bayern
were not better than us.”

Arsenal failed to have a
meaningful shot on target in
the first half and once again
in a match that mattered, key
players like striker Thierry
Henry, and midfielders Vieira
and Robert Pires could not
impose themselves.

“We were very, very
disappointed with the quality
of our performance,” was
Wenger’s verdict.

Claudio Pizarro scored the
first two goals for the home
side and Hasan Salihamidzic
added a third in the 64th
minute  before  Toure
redeemed himself partially
by stabbing home late on.

different complexion ifithad
notbeen for the wastefulness
oftheir two strikers, Dimitar
Berbatov ~and Andrej
Voronin.

“My view is that we were
a little unlucky to-lose by that
margin,” said their coach
Klaus Augenthaler.

“At 3-0 the tie was virtually
dead but our goal has given
us a lifeline and given that,
in the group stage, we
produced wins against Real
Madrid, Roma and Dynamo

HLLOS55a N 1 2 10 1ttt

"“At 3-0 down, it would be
95 percent that you have no
chance of going through,”
Vieira told the London
Evening Standard. “Now we
have hope with that last-
minute goal.

“It will still be difficult but
not impossible. We can score
goals and we now have to
believe in ourselves.”

L uxembur

eal Madri® coacH

Vanderile.

.Luxemburgo put their
1-0 victory over Juventus
down to the players’
determined attitude and his
own detailed preparation for
the Champions League
knockout round match.

“l was delighted with the
attitude of my players,”
Luxemburgo said after the
first leg. “In games like this
you can’t just play at 99
percent, you have to play at
100 percent and that’s what
we did tonight.”

Real dominated at the
Bernabeu but only pierced
the Juve defence once when
centre back lvan Helguera
sent a glancing header into
the top corner after David
Beckham whipped in a
trademark free kick from the
left just after the half-hour
mark.

s Dudek after

Kiev when we needed them,
we have a chance.

“Now we just have to get
this game out ofour system.”

The quality of Garcia’s
15th minute strike belied
what had been a shaky start
by Liverpool and Leverkusen
might have gone ahead when
Robson Ponte blasted over
from 15 yards in the 11th
minute.

At that stage, Liverpool’s
prospects of keeping the tie
alive for the return of Gerrard
for the second leg looked
bleak.

The outlook suddenly
improved however courtesy
of a superb piece of
improvisation from Gerrard’s
stand-in  Igor Biscan.

Campbell, who has made
only 19 appearances this
season because of leg
injuries, is doubtful for the
return at-Highbury because of
an ankle problem.

Wenger conceded that the
London side’s defence, and
Ivorian Toure in particular,
needed an injection of
confidence after conceding
45 goals this season in all

“We tried free kicks like
the one Beckham-took 30 or
40 times behind closed doors
in training yesterday because
we knew it would be very
important and it paid off,”
said the Brazilian, who was
making his debut in
European competition.

“For me Real played a
great game and 1-0 was a
good result for us,” he said.
“But | felt we had enough
chances to have scored two
orthree.

“l expected Juve to play on
the break like they did and to
try and use long balls up front
to their forwards. But we
were ready for that and
always had five players
covering back to deal with

lunder

Collecting the balljust inside
the Leverkusen half, the
Croatian midfielder evaded
challenges from Paul Freier
and Carsten Ramelow before
threading an exquisitely
judged pass in behind the
visitors’back four.

Garcia’s run to meet it was
perfectly timed and the
Spaniard’s shot was equally
deft, the ball slipping
between the legs ofJorg Butt.

Liverpool had a huge let-
offjust before the half-hour
mark, when Steve Finnan’s
misguided header gave
Berbatov a free run at goal,
which he squandered by
directing his shot wide ofthe
post.

competitions.

“Pascal Cygan did well but
Sol Campbell, with his
experience, makes
everybody better,” Wenger
said.

“Kolo has a bit of a doubt
in his mind at the moment. He
has lost a little bit of his
confidence and we have to
pump him up again.”

0o puts Real win down
to attitude, preparation

their counter-attacks.”

However, Luxemburgo,
who guided Santos to the
Brazilian title before joining
Real at the end of last year,
is well aware that the tie is
far from over yet.

“This is a“ame of 180
minutes and all we’ve done
is won the first half. The
important thing is to think
that the key to qualification
will be in Turin not here in
Madrid.”

His opposite number Fabio
Capello was not unhappy
with the result but said he was 4
disappointed that Real had
caused his side so many
problems from set pieces.

“It was not a bad result for
us despite the fact that we lost
the game,” said the former
Real Madrid boss.

“We played moments of
good football but I was
disappointed that we suffered
so much at dead ball
situations.

“The goal came from a free
kick and (Real’s Walter)
Samuel headed against the
bar from a'corner. We
shouldn’t have allowed their
players to have challenged
for the ball.” *

Capello also stressed the
loss of playmaker Pavel
Nedved after a clash of heads
with Real defender Raul
Bravojust three minutes after
the goal had limited Juve’s
ability to respond.

“While Nedved was on the
pitch we looked dangerous in
attack but when he went off
it took his replacement
(Ruben Olivera) a long time
to warm up.”

DelPiero: Juve need ‘perfect’show to beat Real

fgventus striker
JAIessandro Del Piero

says his team need to
deliver a “perfect”
performance if they are to
overturn a 1-0 deficit from
the first-leg of their
Champions League tie with
Real Madrid.

Although Real dominated
Tuesday’s game, a 31st
minute glancing header from
Real defender lvan Helguera
was all that separated the
sides leaving the Italians with
a chance of making the
quarter-finals.

“The only recipe for
beating them in Turin is to
produce a perfect
performance,” said Del

Piero, who was often left
isolated in attack as Juve
came underpressure from the
Spaniards.

SWe<

“We onily managed that in
part in Spain, we had some
good chances and so there is
a bit of regret that we didn’t
get a better result,” added the
Italy international.

“We kept things together
well for the first halfhour but
then we stretched out and
when you give players like
they have plenty of space
then it is over.

“In the return game it will
be vital to close down space
and attack their defence. But
we can do it.”

Juve’s.task in the return
game has been made harder
due to their failure to get a
goal in Madrid, which means
they need to score twice
while not conceding at the
Delle Alpi stadium.

If Frenchman Zinedine
Zidane, a former Juve player,

agents wno came to intorm

is in the same form as on
Tuesday that will be a mighty
task.

“Zizou had one of those
Zizou nights,” said Juve
coach Fabio Capello. “Along
with Roberto Carlos he was
their main threat.

“In the second leg we will
have to keep avery close eye
on both ofthem and above all
to the threat on the counter-
attack that is the biggest

danger”.
Juve should have their
French striker David

Trezeguet fit in time for the
return on March 9 after he
missed the first leg with flu.

Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved, substituted in the
first halfafter a clash ofheads
with Raul Bravo, should
recover in time for the
second-leg.
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Kenyasack Harambee Stars coach

enya have sacked

coach Twabhir

Muhiddin just five
:months after he was tasked
;with reviving the fortunes of
the Harambee Stars.

The dismissal follows
Kenya’s 5-1 defeat to Mo-
irocgb in a World Cup quali-
ifieron 9 February.

Kenya Football Federa-
[tion (KFF) chairman Alfred
jSambu said on Wednesday
that Muhiddin’s two assis-
|tants, John Bobby Ogolla and
:Rishadi Shedu, had also
Ibeen sacked and replace-
ments would be named within
24 hours.

“It was a bad result and
ithe coaches are to-blame,
iThere was an element of in-
jcompetence and indisci-
pline,” said Sambu.

Kenya lost to Group Five
lleaders Morocco in Rabat
and are third in the table,

three points adrift but with a
game in hand.

They play Botswana in
‘Nairobi at the end of next
month.

Muhiddin, who wks ap-
pointed in October to replace
the outspoken Jacob Mulee,
said Sambu’s preference for
a foreign coach was respon-
sible for his dismissal.

“When Sambu became

Muhiddin

the boss he made it clear that
he wanted a foreign coach,’
so I’'m not surprised that he
has removed us,” he told
BBC Sport.

“However, he should
know that’s not the solution.
What we need are adequate

preparations and incentives |

for the players.

“l want the KFF boss to j
know that we have had for- ;

eign coaches before but

they’ve not taken us any- j

where.

“He’ll come, get a big
house, a car and fat salary
but at the end he’ll be sacked
because | believe African
coaches know our problems
better than foreigners,” the
sacked coach said.

Muhidin guided the
Harambee Stars to a 2-1 win
over Guineabutthe team then
finished fourth in last year’s
Cecafa Senior Challenge Cup
in Ethiopia.

O’Neal injured in Heat loss

iami not only lost a

game against the

Bulls on Tuesday
night, they also found out
how much they rely on their
centre Shaquille O ’Neal. The
Heat lost 105-101 in overtime
and O’Neal left the court
ea,rly after he went up for an
alley-oop pass from Dyane
Wade and fell on the Bullls’
Othella Harrington.

Ben Gordon and the Bulls
took advantage of O’Neal’s
absence as the Chicago
guard collected 29 points in-
cluding 3 three-pointers in
the fourth quarter. Shaquille
O’Neal was later diagnosed
lwith a left knee strain and will
be re-evaluated Wednesday
night before the Heat’s game
in Indiana. '

Vince Carter was over-
|played by former teammate
jJalen Rose in New Jersey’s
1100-82 home loss against
| Toronto.

Rose of scored 30 points
land played solid defense
;against former Toronto favor-
|ite Vince Carter to guide the
Raptors. He shot 12-for-15
|and stole the show against
Carter, who notched 22
points in his first game
against his old team but only
shot 8-for-25.

Chris Bosh added 16

points and 12 rebounds for
the Raptors, who seemed to
be extra motivated with
Carter on the opposing team
at East Rutherford. Toronto
won on the road for only the
fifth time in 26 games this
season, improving to 22-32
overall.

Jason Kidd picked up 20
points for the Nets, who had
no one else in double figures.

New Jersey slipped to 23-
31, one game ahead of
Toronto in the Atlantic Divi-
sion.

In Auburn Hill!, -Michi-
gan, Richard Hamilton and
Tayshaun Prince collected 19
points apiece to lead the
streaking Detroit Pistons to
a 97-88 win over the New
York Knicks.

Detroit has now won five
straight games and 10 out of
11. Chauncey Billups added
15 points and eight assists
for the NBA champion Pis-
tons.

Jamal Crawford scored 23
points for the Knicks, who
have lost 20 of their last 25
outings.

Jermaine O’Neal regis-
tered 20 points in only 22
minutes as the Indiana Pac-
ers routed the Magic 108-84
in Orlando.

Fred Jones added 18

Egyptopt for SaudiArabia

gypt will face Saudi

Arabiain afriendly on

14 March, after refus-
ing to meet Portugal’s finan-
cial demands fora friendly in
Cairo. *

The runner-up at the
2004 European championship
had asked for an appearance
fee of US$2million, which
Egypt’s FA said they were
unable to pay.

“We were hoping to play
against them but unfortu-
nately we cannot meet their
demands,” said Samir Adly,
the administrative manager
ofthe national team.

Egypt’s away game
against Saudi Arabia, which
will be played in Dammam, is
in preparation for their forth-

coming 2006 World Cup and
African Cup ofNations quali-
fier against Libya in Cairo.
“We wanted to play
against a team that has a simi-
lar style to the Libyans,” said

Adly.

“I believe the experienced
Saudi team is the right
choice.”

The Saudis are also us-
ing the game to prepare for
their Asian World Cup quali-
fier match against South Ko-
rea.

Egypt are currently
fourth in Group Three with
seven points, five adrift of
leaders Ivory Coast.

Ivory Coast, Benin,
Cameroon and Sudan are the
other teams in the group.

points for the Pacers, who
shot 50 percent. Jeff Foster
contributed 12 points and 11
rebounds. Jameer Nelson
had 15 points for the Magic,
who suffered their worst loss
of the season.

Michael Redd amassed
39 points to carry the Mil-
waukee Bucks to a 112-102
away triumph over the Char-
lotte Bobcats. Desmond Ma-
son added 20 points for the
Bucks while Maurice Will-
iams had a career-high 14 as-
sists.

Brevin Knight scored 19
points to lead Charlotte.
Eddy Curry added 16 points
for the Bulls. Dwyane Wade
had 21 points and 11 re-
bounds for the Heat.

Ray Allen scored 29
points, including two free
throws with 16.7 seconds left,
as the Seattle SuperSonics
edged the Rockets 87-85 in
Houston. Rashard Lewis
added 23 points for Seattle
while Yao Ming had 30 for
Houston.

Chris Webber posted 30
points to steer the Sacra-
mento Kings to a 114-104
home victory over the Atlanta
Hawks. Mike Bibby scored 23
points and Brad Miller added
16 points, 14 rebounds and
seven assists for Sacramento,
which has won two ofits last
eight games. Al Harrington’s
25 points led Atlanta.

Lamar Odom had 21
points and 11 rebounds as
the Lakers rallied to beat the
Boston Celtics 104-95 in the
Staples center. Kobe Bryant
also had 21 points for the
Lakers. Ricky Davis and Paul
Pierce led Boston with 25
points each.

Shaquille O Neal
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Ilhe NFA has surren-

dered all contract

documents on the
league to the Nigeria Football
League management commi-
jttee.

NFA board chairman,
|Alha(ji Ibrahim Galadima
confirmed yesterday that
documents of all contracts
on the league including the
Glohacom Premier League
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NFA surrenders contract documents to NFL

By Patrick Andrew, Senior
Sports Reporter

sponsorship and with
MINAJ, which expired last
November, were consigned to
the NFL on Monday.

The leadership o fthe NFL
had requested for the docii-

n fiyi

ments some weeks ago.
However, the request had
generated hiccups between
the NFL and Galadima
because the latter had referred
to the former as an organ
without any legal status.
Galadima had argued that

Real Madrid's midfielder David Beckham prepares to take a corner kick during thierfirst leg ofthe
Champions League knockout tie against Juventus at Mad rids Santiago Bernaheu Stadium on Tues-

‘lay-

itwould amount to illegality
to hand over legal docu-
ments to the NFL which
statute was yet to be ratified
by the NFA board.

Even then Galadima had
asserted that the NFA
would not surrender any

contract documents on the
league to the new league body
because the said contracts
were with the NFA not the NFL.

But yesterday, Galadima
said the details of the cont-
racts were forwarded to the
NFL in response to an earlier

Rangers boss
banks on youth

nugu Rangers boss
E Davidson Owumi

has stated that the
team do not have the
financial muscle to compete
with millionaire club sides
for the recruitment of top
rated players for the season
but rather, they will bank on
the youthful talents they
have been able to recruit to
see them through the
season.

In a chat with KICK
OFF, he affirmed the club’s
resolve to achieve its aim
this season with the
youthful but highly
dependent bunch they
have put together

“We are not in the class
ofclubs who recruit players
with over N2.5 million. We
just go for rookies who are
willing to exhibit their talents
to the fullest. With the array
of players we have put
together, Rangers are
destined for the top this
season,” the young club
boss boasted.

Meanwhile, Rangers
have welcomed back to their
fold run-away attacker,

NFL clears Kwara Stadlum

igeria  Football

League (NFL)
management
committee has approved the
mini stadium llorin for Premier
League matches this season.
NFL executive secretary,
Salihu Abubakar disclosed to
| Trustsports yesterday, that
the stadium which was placed
on ten-days ultimatum by the
NFL has now met the
standard and specifications
required to host Premier

Abubakar denies re

aliku AKijakar, Secire-

tary of the Interim

'League Management
Board, yesterday denied re-
ports that the board was con-
sidering going back to the old
practice o f making the Premier
and Professional league
clubs pay the indemnities of
referees.

In a telephone interview
from his Abuja base,
Abubakar told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
that the board had not
changed its mind on paying
the referees allowances.

Abubakar described the

By AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Sports Reporter

League matches.

Abubakar added that the
NFL inspection team, who
went to inspect the stadium
were surprised by what they
met as they did not expect the
stadium to have undergone
such a renovation in 10 days.

“The Kwara mini stadium
is now fit to host league
matches. The NFL inspection

team who went to llorin on
Tuesday were satisfied with
the facilities provided by the
stadium. The pitch is now lush
green, water is now running,
the toilets are sparklingly
clean and in good condition.
The broken seats in the
popular stand has also been
replaced, in fact the inspection
team called the new state of
the stadium the nineth
wonder of the world,” he
disclosed.

port on reversal

of referees payment

report by a Lagos radio sta-
tion as “awicked rumour”.

“There is nothing like
that, we have been paying
them (referees) since the be-
ginning of the new league
season and we intend to con-
tinue the payment.

“We are responsible for
the payment of the indemni-
ties of the referees handling
matches in the Premier and
Professional League while
the NFA takes charge of the

or me Nigerian Television

anfeteur league,” he said.

Abubakar, who refused to
disclose how much had been
spent on referees emoluments
after two weeks of the league,
said: “That is for our internal
consumption.”

In a bid to ensure fair offi-
ciating, the new league board
decided that clubs would no
longer pay the indemnities of
referees, a practice which,
pundits say, had tainted the
league in the past.

fate

Adamansmgba stadlum
Ibadan, the home ground of
Shooting Stars of Ibadan
will however be decided
today. According to the
NFL boss, the inspection
team having completed their
duty in llorin will move to
Ibadan on Wednesday
while their report will be
submitted today.

He also added that Dan
Anyiam Stadium Owerri
which was found wanting
last weekend following
Iwuanyanwu Nationale/
Dolphin match has been
given ten days ultimatum to
put the sandy pitch in order.

“The inspection team
will visit Adamansingba
Stadium in Ibadan today
(Wednesday). We expect
them to submit their report
on Thursday. In the case of
Dan Anyiam Stadium in
Owerri, Imo State, the
management has been
given till next week to put
things in order to forestall a
ban being placed on the
stadium,” he concluded.

render it fruitless.

./l n

Edward Ofere, who had in the
past few weeks been involved
in a big battle to lace boots for
double champions Dolphin.

The player, who trained
with the team before they
travelled to Aba for their
Premiership opener against
Gabros, told KICK OFF that
he was happy to be back to
Rangers, stressing: “lam very
happy to be back to the coal
city. Though I must appeal to
all aggrieved persons over my
conduct on the now rested
issue to show understanding.
I hope to use my talent to help
the club achieve their target
this season”.

Reacting to the return of
the player, Rangers CEO
Davidson Owumi said: “The
player’s return was for his own
good. | thank God for giving
him the wisdom to do a rethink.
He would however, have to
prove himselfgood enough for
a starting place in the team. He
would be given afair chance.”

request, stressing that such
details would equipped them
with necessary information
needed to either review or
reject any of the contracts.

But he insisted though
that the MINAJ contract had
expired last November even
as MINAJ failed to service
the terms of the contract.

He observed that the
management of the MINAJ
had in a meeting last May,
2004 agreed to pay $220,000
to have the contract extended
to0 2006.

“The agreement was to
allow them to enjoy an exten-
ded contract uptil 2006 to
make up for the two years
they were unable to service
the contract.

“The NFA asked them to
show evidence of commit-
ment by paying over$220,000
within 25 working days.
MINAJ boss (Mike Agae-
gbo) agreed to raise a perso-
nnal cheque to us some that
when eventually he obtains
a bank draft, the personnel
cheque would be withdrawn,
something we found untidily.
Yet they were unable to pay
the money forcing us to
terminate the contract when
it lapsed November, last
year.”

Consequently, Galadima
said the NFL may choose tai_-
renegotiate with whoever”®
they feel incline to do
business with noting that the
details of the contracts would
serve that purpose.

Hayatou In flight scare

AF president Issa
Hayatou and other
K members of the CAF
anT that came to Aba for the
Super Cup match between
Enyimbaand Hearts o fOak rai
into flight problems at the Port
Harcourt Airport on Monday
after “technical problems”
forced a cancellation of their
flight to Lagos.

The Bellview plane
Resilience with number 5N-
BFN which arrived Port
HarcOurt by 2-:00pm, was
scheduled to return to Lagos
one and half hours later. But
the aircraft’s automatic system
failed soon after landing,
shutting down the engines.

A manual system was used
to start the plane, and with

everything set for take-off.
the engines again shut down
and the captain was forced to j
inform passengers that “tfaere
was a slight electrical™
problem, bat we are working
onit”

A second aircraft was I
flown in from Lagos to carry
the CAF officials and other
passengers to Lagos.

“We had to wait fori
another aircraft to be brought
in from Lagos to take us while
the engineers worked an the
other aircraft,” CAF
spokesman Habuba
Suleiman told KICK OFF.

OfficialsofBellview atthe
Port Harcourt Airport
declined comments or the
issue.

RESULTS

Premier League
Enyimba 3

Dolphin 2

Zamfara Utd 0
Insurance 0

UEFA Champions League

Barcelona
Manchester United
F.C. Porto

Werder Bremen

2
0
1
0

Chelsea 1
AC Milan 1
Inter Milan 1
Lyon 3

Totally Devoted to You.



*] believe that certain issues must by now be
accepted as minimum issues that must be regarded
as given .... These are issues that are central to the
oneness o fNigeria and that are core to our stability,
security, peace, growth and developmentalprocesses.
They include: federalism and federal system of
government; presidentialism; multi-religiousity;
federal character; popular participation; the
Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of
State Policy; and Separation of Powers ™.

- President Olusegun Obasanjo, speaking at the
inauguration of the National Conference.

he President-Obasanjo who declared open the

National Conference on Political Reforms, must

be adequately deconstructed to appreciate the
issues which Nigerians will have to cpnfront over the
next few months. This is because, despite all the
posturings, these are not the best of times for Nigeria
under Obasanjo’s watch.

Those who have a disposition for a Freudian flight
of fancy might immediately recognise that our
President is carrying a troubled consciousness, if you
ask me, a self-inflicted problem, arising from the way
that he has managed Nigeria since his return to power
in 1999. Save for his corterie of hangers-on, most
Nigerians just refuse to believe that our country has
fared well under the Presidency of Obasanjo.

These are facts that must have been very disturbing
for a President who not only relishes the attention of
the international community, but has a perception of
the high worth of his understanding of the problems
ofthe Nigerian state and society, and one who almost
instinctively believes he alone knows the answers to
the problems that afflict our country. So excessively
self-assured is our imperial President, that the other
day, while swearing-in his Special Advisers, he also
said that he is not obliged to take their advice anyway.
Presumably, they have just been given their positions
in the true spirit of “come and chop”, and they are
then expected to take the next logical step, “clean
mouth!”

Anyway, the reality around the Obasanjo
Presidency, as aresult of that tragic flaw ofpersonality
and attitude, has seen a harvest of woes: the electoral
process has been totally compromised as a result of
the massive riggings of2003; the political party system
has been stifled of inner party democracy; the
economic structure is not working for the Nigerian
people, despite record earnings from unusually high
prices of petroleum products; the corruption
perception index has not significantly improved the
rating of the government and the country.

Around the country, the forces pulling the country
towards anarchy have become emboldened as a result
of the deepening crisis of legitimacy of the Nigerian
state. Although not exactly the same as the regime’s
electoral and political illegitimacy, but dialectically
related, the crisis of state legitimacy has a more
profound effect on the nation and its future. The roots
of this deepening crisis of state legitimacy must be
sought in the philosophical directions that Obasanjo
opted for, after his inauguration as President after
1999.

This choice ofa neo-liberal economic paradigm and
its concomitants, meant a continuation in a more
uncaring manner (surprising for an elected
government!) of the policies that the military regime
of General Babangida imposed on the country, from
1986, with the introduction of the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP). The roll back of the
state in vital sectors of economic life, the cut in social
spendings, etc, mean that there is really no social net
for the poor.

Huge sections of the Nigerian society are not
protected by the state; they in fact see the state as an
enemy, against which all kinds of crime can be
committed. These include the ever increasing numbers
of the urban and rural poor; the small scale
businessman who has no access to credit to keep
afloat; the ruined urban proletarian who is increasingly
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becoming a lumpen and declasse'mob; youths without
hope for a future in a society that is not absorbing
them into a national work force; not to mention the
rural poor. It is this mass that everyday questions the
legitimacy of the Nigerian state through acts of
banditry, religious and ethnic violence, and sundry
acts of ‘luddite’ destructiveness which affect the
cohesion of the country.

Unfortunately for the nation’s political elite, even
the welfarist vision, that the manifesto of the ruling
party, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), had hoped
to implement was set aside by an erstwhile, nationalist
Obasanjo now turned apostle ofneo-liberal capitalism.

President Olusegun Obasanjo

Obasanjo’s team has stifled inner party democracy
and has eliminated the capacities of the PDP as a
thinking, living organisation able to channel creative
and critical ideas for the growth of the party and by
extension the country. An authoritarian pall has firmly
been placed on the party system, reflecting the worst
element of the Obasanjo persona.

The main loser in this scenario can only be the
nation’s political system. The reason is simply that
over the past five years or so, Obasanjo has gradually
destroyed the consensus built by the nation’s political
elite, which ended the military administration, and
which the most idealistic members of that elite, like
Chief Sunday Awoniyi and other founding fathers of
the party, saw as an historical opportunity to begin to
build a new country on the basis of a democratic
political culture nurtured around basic values of
decency, ethical correctness and consensus building,
as against the brigandage of the politics of the past,
which always guaranteed a return to military rule.

Blit even Chief Awoniyi with all his brilliance and
idealism did not seem to understand that Nigeria had
changed completely. The military period had not only
created a new elite which had made stupendous wealth
from the ‘privatisation’ ofthe state in an environment
of institutionalised violence; but the international
conditions of globalised neoliberal capitalism has also
numbed the capacity of the elite for compassion. In
this new condition, it is party chieftains without any
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known principles, but survival and ruthlessness tl.at
can survive. If you then have a President like
Obasanjo, whose peasant roots has also flowed into
an authoritarian upbringing in the military doctrines
sourced from a colonial military machine, a recipe
has been prepared for the conditions that the nation’s
leadership has imposed on the country today: despair,
crisis and alienation!

But we must also admit that our President also
possesses in abundance, what many call native
intelligence and he instinctively knows how to play
the survival game. This is the backdrop, from a
psychological perspective, that exp’ains the imperative
of the conference. Obasanjo destroyed the consensus
which brought him to power, through fiis numerous
acts of intolerance and anti-democratic spirit.

However, with an eye towards his place in history
on one hand, and if the suspicion of those who don’t
trust him must be believed, on the other hand, hoping
he could perpetuate himself in power post-2007,
through cobbling together a new consensus, he has
put in place his National Conference. How this pans
out remains to be seen.

What is interesting is the contradictory content to
the character of President Obasanjo. If we look at
the quotation at the opening of this column, they help
to place in bold relief that contradictory character
which Obasanjo carries like a cross and which affects
his husbandry of statecraft since he came into power
in 1999. Let’s examine the issues cursorily.

Our President talks of federal system of
government, yet he is an incurable unitarist; he speaks
of multi-religiosity but caj’t stop playing the religious
card, and manipulating religious feelings to secure or
retain advantage; Obasanjo lauds popular participation
but emasculates a robust political process; he waxes
lyrical about the fundamental objectives and directive
principles of state policy.

He obviously didn’t read the relevant clauses of that
very well, including such aspects of the economic
objectives section 16 (2 C & D) which say, the state
shall direct its policy towards ensuring “that the
economic system is not operated in such a manner as
to permit the concentration of wealth or the means
of production and exchange in the hands of few
individuals or of a group,” and “that suitable and
adequate shelter, suitable and adequate food,
reasonable national minimum living age, old age care
and pensions, and unemployment, sick benefits and
welfare of the disabled are provided for all citizens.”

It is the same President that is privatising our
national asset, though his unconstitutional embrace
ofthe policies ofneo-liberal capitalism. What will suit
Nigeria is to take up the challenge which Obasanjo
has thrown by the participants at the National
Conference.

If these distinguished ladies and gentlemen work
conscientiously, they could be affirming the tenets of
democracy and also be challenging the surrender to
the orthodoxy of market-place capitalism. Obasanjo
would have dribbled himself into a cul-de-sac, and for
once Nigerians might just find the liver to construct a
new consensus which leads onto the highway of
national liberation. This is a challenge that must be at
the heart of the National Conference, not the hidden
agenda which Obasanjo is said to have been nursing
that pushed him towards the conference in the first
place.

But the question is do we have an assembly of
individuals able to look Obasanjo in the face and tell
him that he is not in tune with the feelings of the
Nigerian people? Can they offer Nigeria a respite
through a different programme that pushes policy
choice away from the disastrous neoliberal NEEDS
platforms which cannot solve the problems at the root
ofthe deepening crises of legitimacy facing the Nigerian
state today? It is in the interest of the elite to save the
nation now «n that’



