As publi hearings begin next week...

" ALL PERSONS WILL BE FINGERPRINTED TO ENSURE
"~ NOBODY IS COUNTED MORE THAN ONCE

Mantu, Okpara exempt themselves

j hairman of the National
i Assembly Joint Con-

stitution Review Com-
mittee, Senator Ibrahim
‘Mantu and his vice, Rep.
‘Austin Opara have decided
‘not to attend the public hear-
(ings scheduled to begin Feb-
ruary 22 in six zonal centres
across the country, citing
‘growing public, scepticism
‘against the panel leadership.
.\ Mantu announced his
‘decision to stay away during
‘the committee’s meeting last
Wednesday. The committee
has dissolved into six tour

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor, &
Aideloje Ojo, (Minna)

groups with a chairman and
vice chairman for each group.

But Mantu and Opara are
not part of any of the six
groups. Rather they would
wait to their leadership posi-
tion when the tour reports
would be considered.

The hearings are to hold
simultaneously in Lafia
(North-central), Maiduguri
(Northeast), Katsina (North-
west), Osogbo (Southwest),

Farm workers
tested for bird flu

i he federal government
;Thas started testing
people who have fallen
A1l close to where the deadly
‘H5N1 bird flu virus was
i found, a World Health Orga-
‘nization (WHO), official said
‘at the weekend.

. No human cases of bird
flu have been reported but the
-virus has killed tens of thou-
sands of poultry.

“Our field officers are al-
ready there in those farms and
nearby. We are monitoring
and taking samples. We are
‘concerned about the possi-
bility of a human case,” said
:Lola Sadiq, in charge of coor-
-dinating the bird flu response
:at WHO headquarters in
Abuja.”This is a tropical en-
'vironment where there are
lots of diseases, so we need
to watch closely and take a
lot of swabs. They will be
tested here first and if there is
any suspicion (of bird flu),
they will send samples
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abroad,” she said.

Sadiq said the WHO has
received information about
two people who were feared
to have contracted the dis-
ease in Kaduna state close to
Sambawa Farms where one of
the poultry samples that
tested positive for HSN1 came
from.

But she said there was no
certainty for now and authori-
ties wanted to avoid causing
panic.

Experts fear the HSN1
strain which has killed at least
88 people in Asia and the
Middle East since early 2003,
may mutate into a form that
can spread from human to
human. They fear this could
cause a global flu pandemic
that could kill millions.

The outbreak of HSN1 in
Nigeria, its first known ap-
pearance in Africa, has wor-
ried health experts but left al-
most all those in the affected
areas in Kaduna, Kano and
Plateau states ignorant of the
danger facing them.

H5NI1 has been confirmed
on four farms in the three
northern states and other
farmers and villagers are re-
porting mass deaths of poul-
try.

In the countryside, farm-
ers in normal clothes and san-
dals are using their bare hands
to throw decad and dying

Cont. on Pg 2

out followmg lald down pro-

Abakaliki (Southeast) and
Port Harcourt (South-south).

The group chairmen and
their deputies are Senator
Dalhatu Tafida and Rep.

Abdul Ningi for Northeast,
Senator Ifeanyi Araraume and
Rep Abubakar Bwari for
Southwest, Senator Iyabode
Anisulowo and Rep

Abdurrauf Tukur for North-
central, Senator Jonathan
Zwingina and Rep Mao
Ohuabunwa for Southeast,
Senator Oserheimen Osunbor

and Rep Abiodun Akinlade
for Northwest and Senator
Abubakar Sodangi and Rep
Iquo Minima for South-south

Cont. on Pg. 2

party’s secretariat, Abuja... weekend.

Onigbinde.

Kebbi State governor, Adamu Aleiro (right}- mlk his Kano State counterpart, Ibrahim Shekarau during the ANPP NEC meeting at the
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Sacked NEPC staff allege violation of due process

® ‘We 've presidency approval’

ver 500 staff of the Ni-
Ogerian Export Promo-

tion Council (NEPC),
who were recently relieved of
their appointments have pro-
tested the procedure for their
retrenchment.

Their sack they allege vio-
lates civil service provisions
and contravenes the recom-
mendations of the National
Export Strategy on the basis
of which the new manage-
ment said it carried out the
retrenchment exercise.

The sacked workers also
picked holes in what they term
“the secret recruitment of
favourites and family mem-
bers of top executives” with-

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter
cesses.

In a 23-page petition ad-
dressed to members of the
governing board of the coun-
cil, a copy of which was made
available to Daily Trust in
Abuja, the sacked workers
alleged that the consultancy
firm hired to recommend staff
for sack did not “properly as-
sess the capabilities of offic-
ers”, just as they protest the
competence of the company
which carried out the restruc-
turing exercise in November
last year: .

The petition titled: *Re-
quust for lntervemlon in the

Ongoing Illegal Mass Re-
trenchment Exercise at the
Nigerian Export Promotion
Council (NEPC),” dated Janu-
ary 31, 2006, reads in part:
“The exercise was carried out
without the involvement of a
single member of the manage-
ment (directors and deputy
directors). Indeed, the pur-
ported sack was also not in
line with the federal
government’s guidelines on
restructuring.

“The supervising ministry
was not involved in the ab-
sence of a governing board”,
it:added.

The NEPC on November
30, 2005, issued’ sack letters
to 514 of its 660 workers as

part of a restructuring exer-
cise which the management
under Mrs. Gladys Modupe
Sasore, said will make the
council slim and more effi-
cient in promoting non oil ex-
ports.

Among the affected staff
were two directors, two
deputy directors and five as-
sistant directors.

The petitioners also view
as immoral, the appointment
of Mr. David Gbenga Ashiru,
suspected to be Mrs Sa
son, as the general manager

\l’rL"‘

in charge of marketing while
he doubles as her special as-
sistant.

Daily Trust made coa-
certed efforts to get the
sponse of the Council lhn

issues raised in the pL ition,
Cont. on Pg. 2




Mantu, Okpara Cont. from pg. 1

Based on a timetable for the
constitution review exercise
after the hearings, the 80-man
committee would go fora re-
treat at the Obudu cattle
ranch, Cross River state to
consider the tour group re-
ports for onward transmis-
sion to the two chambers of
the 1 dtmnll Assembly on
March 23.

Meanwhile, Mantu has
ruled out obtaining a bank
loan for the cash-strapped
exercise.

Records of proceedings of
the committee’s February
meeting quoted the chairman
as saying the panel could not
unilaterally seek monies from
outside the -As8embly’s
purse.

The committee. according
to him, has N 100 million in its
pocket and “that the amount
would not be sufficient to
meet the cost of publicity,
*  duty tour allowance of mem-

ge \:umm )ium\ulmm\ etc.
The chairman further
stated that the committee
could not unilaterally obtain
a bank loan without the man-
date of the two chambers and
therefore advised that the
committee should look in-
. wards to fund its activities.
The records of proceed-
' ings also confirmed media re-
 ports that the committee has
 decided to jettisorrthe reports
‘ of its subcommittees and use
the 1999 constitution as a
‘ working document instead.
“The meeting debated
whether to consider the re-
ports submitted by the sub-
committees before or after the
zonal hearings. After exhaus-
tive deliberations, members

of fairness and t1
Nigerians should
to discuss the er
sions of the 1999 constitution
and to propose amendments
as they may consider neces-
sary,” the records said.

Meanwhile, the Northern
Speakers Forum has called for
state public hearings on the
constitutional amendments
as against the zonal public
hearings being considered by
the National Asscmbly.

The Forun in a
communiqué 1ssucd over the
weekend at the end of its 9™
conference held in Minna,
supported constitutional
amendment but condemned
attempts to amend the con-
stitution to accommodate the
third term tenure of some po-
litical office holders.

“The Forum called on Mr.
President to actualize his
promise to.establish the Niger
Basin Development Commis-

nsparency.,
be allowed
1tire provi-

sion to address the annual
flooding of the River Niger,”
the communiqu¢ said.

The Speakers also called
on all the states in the North
to commit between 30 and 35
percent of their annual bud-
gets to commercial agricul-
ture.

They reiterated their stand -
on the indivisibility and indis- -

solubility of Nigeria as a na-
tion.

“The Forum wishes to call
on the Economic and Finan- |

cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) to allow the Plateau

State House of Assembly to
freely conduct their investi- |
gations of allegations of cor- |
ruption and money launder- |
ing against the governor of
the |

Plateau State,”
communiqué said.

rof. Auwalu Yadudu of
the huu|l\ of Law,
Bayero Unviersity,

Kano, says the president, the
Inspector-General of Police
and the National Assembly,
have no power under the con-
stitution, to ban any organi-
zation established by a law
duly passed by a state House
of Assembly.

He told Daily Trust in
Kano yesterday that if the
federal government or the In-
spector General of Police be-
lieves states have no powers
to set up a parallel police out-
fit, they should take the case
before a competent court of
law to obtain an order pro-
scribing such an outfit

Proscribing such outfits
verbally as was done by the
Inspector-General of Police of
the Kano Hisha corps is ille
gal he said.

< Rrof. Yadudu
coréfitutional lawyer, argued
that any allegation the federal
government or police has
against such an outfit should
be tabled before a court to be
upheld or turned down.

On the allegations by the
Minister of Information that
the Kano Hisba leader is train-
ing Jihadists, Prof. Yadudu
said, “if you think the hisba
commission or any of its iead-
ership is doing something il-
legal, the powers you have is

arenownec

you consider to be illegal but
not to ban them.

“You don’t have that
power to ban them. Of course,

that outrightly,” he argued.

resolved that in the interest

chickens on fires. They say
they do not know the nature
of'the illness killing the birds.

The government has or-
dered suspect birds culled
and suspect farms quaran-
tined, while it says it would
‘pay N250 for every chicken
‘culled in the campaign
“against bird flu.

About 1,116 chickens
 suspected to be infected with
. bird flu have been destroyed
“in Katsina State, just as the
state government has set up
' a surveillance committee to
- prevent the spread of the dis-
| ease.

The state’s commissioner

for Agriculture, Alhaji Ali
. Hussaini Dutsinma, who dis-
closed this while briefing
. newsmen in Katsina over the
weekend, said the chickens
. were destroyed at a poultry
farm in Rafukka quarters of
Katsina metropolis.

Consequently, he said the
' state has summoned an all
:stakeholders meeting be-
| tween officials of his ministry

and poultry farmers to sensi-
tize them of the reported out-
- break of the disease.

The committee, he said,
‘will carry out an intensive
 media campaign to sensitize
- the publie poultry farmers on

h0\\ ‘tofprevent the spread of
the-Virus especially to hu-
mans

. Inarelated development,
‘the Village Head of Dagona
ﬁl“y" ybe state, where millions

Bird flu con. from pg.

of migratory birds from Eu-
rope flock annually, Mallam
Lawan Abubakar, says the
activities of poachers may
lead to the spread of bird flu
in the area.

Also, the Director, Chad
Basin national park, Alhaji
Lawan, confirmed the possi-
bility of the migratory birds
spreading the avian influenza.

Speaking to Daily Trust in
Dagona at the weekend, the
Village Head, Lawan
Abubakar, explained that al-
though birds and poultry in
the village have not shown
any signs of unusual illness,
the poaching of thousands of
migratory birds from Europe
poses a serious health risks if
the poached birds are in-
fected with the virus.

“These people are like -

thieves. So, they have their
ways of coming around to
poach. They kill some of the
birds and capture others alive
and take them to Kano and
other places to sell them,” he
said.

The general manager of
the Chad Basin national park,
told our correspondent in
Maiduguri yesterday that al-
though poaching is prohib-
ited in the area, the problem
still exists and poses a lot of
danger to people and the en-
vironment.

“Poaching is not allowed
in the park and we are empow-
ered by law to prosecutc those
found doing so.“We don’t

~

even allow people to go in

without authority. But if ' orities together.”

people continue to poach and

the birds keep coming in their |
millions, some of which may |
likely carry the virus, anyone |

that kills or captures these = who pay lip service to the

| progress and development of
. the region and its people.
. Saying that the targets can be
lead to the virus spreading if |

birds — and some people cap-
ture and keep them alive for
aesthetic purposes — may

the captured birds are carry-
ing them,” he said.

Lawan said experts from
the National Veterinary Re-
search Institute, Vom, have
visited the Dagona Waterfowl
Sanctuary where they con-
ducted tests on some of the
migratory birds to establish if

they are carrying the bird flu

virus.

to prosecute them for what |

From Musa Umar Kazaure,
Regional Editor Kano

The former Special Ad-
viser on legal matters to late
Head of state, General Sani
Abacha, said the issue of
hisba being a parallel secu-
rity institution to the Nigeria
police does not arise because
the functions of the kisba is
clearly stated in the law es-
tablishing it.

“They don’t have the
powers to arrest people or
prosecute them, or jail them.

[ was not robbed,

overnor Ahmed

Mohammed Makarfi

of Kaduna State has
debunked rumours that his
Jabi road residence was
burgled even ashis aide con-
firmed that th&governor has
not relocagld to Kashim
[brahim House.

Speaking during a cour-
tesy call in his office by the
Northern Union, Makarfi cau-
tioned that people should not
come up with ridiculous and
unbelievable rumour just to
castigate a person.

“I never knew people can
go this far to cast aspersions
the unity the North so badly
craves cannot be achieved
with people going about with
such tales about others.” and
urged northern leaders to
forge unity among the people
at all strata, as unity is very

- important for progress to be

3 i achieved.
they may be in the process of |
not prosecuting them, but |
bannm%, proscrnbmg{/s O“C}y - people is important in any
in a military regime. You do | developing society. That is
- why we have governors and

~1 the Governors Forum, though

“Unity of the mind, unity
of the community, unity of the

we have our differences
which are not for divisive pur-
poses but to harness our pri-

While he extolled the ef-
forts and contributions of the
governors and other stake-
holders, he condemned those

achieved, though not in a
hurry, through negotiations,

- understanding and dialogue.

“There are many of us
who tend to criticize but they
do not attend the Northern
Governors Forum. They were
not even represented by their
deputies yet they accused the
governors of unseriousness.
What unseriousness are they
saying?” he fumed.

Makarfi noted that the

SaCked NEPC Cont. from pg. 1

but the management was not
forthcoming. From Monday to
Friday, February6-10, 2006,
several attempts to get the
new general manager (opera-
tions) of the Council, Mr.
Abbas B. Umaru, to respond
to all the allegations in the
petition no response.

Mr. Umaru told Daily
Trust on Friday morning that
the council has been acting
based on presidential direc-
tives, which he said, ap-
proved the restructuring ex-
ercise.

Asked why the Council’s
board chairman, Mr. Bunmi

Oni, hails from the South just

is a technocrat who works in
a multinational corporation,
stressing further that: “It is
not Mrs. Sasore who ap-
pointed him as board chair-
man; it is President Obasanjo
who appointed him.”

He explained that the pe-
tition is not the first one.
“Several petitions have been
written against us since we
embarked on the restructur-
ing programme. We are aware
of it,” Umaru said.

Monday, February 13, 2006

Bningn Hisba, unconstitutional

— Prof. Yadudu

Incidentally, every Nigerian
citizen, whether belonging to
the hisba or not, has the
power to arrest under our con-
stitution anyone committing
an offence.”

He said the Nigeria police
is mandated by law to also
enforce any law passed by a
State House of Assembly.

He stated that there seems

says Makarfi

disunity can do adding that
people should not rush to the
media to accuse others on
simple issues when ther

! ore 1mpmtant

to be some sort of jealousy
between organizations, like
the police and customs, and
between the police and s
diers, adding that there
should not be jealousy but ¢
healthy competition to
carryout their constitutional
functions which are compli-
mentarv to each othe

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent, Kaduna

poor state of Hamdala Hotel
and the Schoel of Basic Stud
ies are some ex.\mples ofw

Bird Flu: Key messages and advice

he spread of bird flu in affected areas can normally be pre
vented.
People should aveoid contact with chickens, ducks or other pou

try unless absolutely necessary. This is the best way to prevent
infection with the bird flu virus.

Children are at high risk because they may play where poultry
are found. Teach your children the following basic guidelines:

Avoid contact with any birds, their feathers, faeces and other
waste.

Do not keep birds as pets.

Wash hands with soap and water after any contact.

Do not to sleep near poultry.

Do not transport live or dead chickens, ducks or other poultry

- from one place to another even if you think your birds are healthy.

Handling of poultry in affected areas should be done within the
area without transporting them to other areas.
Do not prepare poultry from affected areas as food for your

’ family or animals. The slaughter and preparation of such birds for

food is dangerous.
If you unintentionally come into contact with poultry in an

 affected area, such as touching the bird’s body, touching its facces or

other animal dirt, or walking on soil contaminated with poultry facces:
Wash your hands well with soap and water after each contact:
Remove your shoes outside the house and clean them of all dirt.
and
Check your temperature for 7 days at least once daily, if you
develop a high temperature (>37.50C), visit a doctor or the nearest

- health care facility immediately.

Proper handling of poultry that are ill, suspected of having bird

 flu or dead is an important control measure to prevent the spread of

the disease.

Make sure to keep children away from dead or sick poultry.

If you need to handle dead or sick poultry, make sure you are
protected, wear protective clothing such as a mask, goggles, gown,
rubber boots and gloves. If these are not available, cover your mouth
with a piece of cloth, wear glasses, use plastic bags to cover hands
and shoes and fix these tightly around wrists and ankles with a
rubber band or string. Wear overalls that can be washed.

If you encounter sick and dead poultry for the first time and are
unsure of the situation, inform the authorities immediately and lcave
the handling of the poultry to experienced personnel (cullers, clean-
up personnel, etc).

Decontamination of the yard or chicken pen will help control the
spread of the disease.

If possible, ask experienced personnel to help you decontami-
nate the yard or chicken pen.

If this is not possible and you have to do it yourself, wear

. protective gear to protect your eyes, hands, feet and other exposed
. parts of your body as described above.

Dead birds should be buried safely (see next section).
Effective cleaning results in no visible feathers or facces remain-

_ ing in the shed.

Influenza viruses can survive for some time in organic material,

+ so thorough cleaning with detergents is an important step in decon-
. tamination. All organic matter must be removed from poultry houses
i as much as possible.

As outdoor areas used by poultry can be difficuit to clean or

: - disinfect, poultry should be excluded from these areas for a mini-
as the CEQ, he said the former

mum of 42 days to allow natural ultraviolet radiation fo destroy any

- residual virus. The period of exclusion should be longer in cold

weather.

Spraying of disinfectants on vegetated outdoor areas or soi! is of
limited value due to the inactivation of these chemicals by organic
material. Removal of surface soil is not normally recommended un-
less it is heavily contaminated with faeces.

Dead bitds and their faeces should be buried.

As much as possible, seek assistance from your local agniculture
authority on how to bury dead animals safely.

When burying dead birds or their faeces, try to avoid generating
dust. Spray or sprinkle water to dampen the area first. Bury bird
earcass and faeces at a depth of at lest one metre.

When the dead birds and their faeces have been properly dis-
posed, clean all areas very well with detergent and water. Influenza
viruses are relatively susceptible to a variety of detergents and disin-
fectants.

Courtesy: US Embassy.
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nother crisis of

confidence between

the new Oyo State
Governor, Otunba Adebayo
Alao-Akala and his political
godfather and strong man of
Ibadan politics, Alhaji Lamidi
Adedibu is currently brewing
in the state.

Daily Trust gathered
authoritatively at the week-
end that the governor has not
been able to form a new cabi-
| net due to the overbearing
attitude of Adedibu.

The governor had disso-
Ived the former cabinet for-
med by his predecessor, Ras-
heed Ladoja, immediately he
was sworn-in last month.

Daily Trust investigations
in Ibadan revealed that the
governor has been unable to
submit his list of commissi-
oners to the state’s House of
Assembly for approval beca-
use Alhaji Adedibu insisted
on nominating most of the
commissioners.

Sources at the Govern-

| ment House, Agodi, disclosed |

| that Otunba Alao-Akala was
| only given one slot in the
nomination exercise and this
did not go down well with him.

It was learnt that despite
the increase in the number of
commissioners proposed so
as to accommodate the
various interest groups in the
state, Otunba Alao-Akala was
piqued that he was only
given opportunity to pick just

NEeWS

| " From Olumide Bajulalye,
§ Correspondent (Lagos)

one commissioner while
Alhaji Adedibu insisted on
nominating the majority.
This wrangling over the
nomination of commissioners
and other political aides to
serve in the administration
was said to be responsible for
the inability of the incumbent
governor to form an executive

L-R: President, Action Popular Participation, Comrade Chom Bagu, National Coordinator, Transi-
tion Monitoring Group (TMG), Angela Odal, A. B. Ahmed Chairman of the occasion, Hon. Uche
Onyeagucha, Chief of Party USAID Reforms Project, Dan Rathbun and Hon. Chijioke Edeoga at the
National Seminar on Legislature and Democracy in Nigeria’s fourth Republic organised by Civil
Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), held in Abuja on ...Friday. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

resh crisis brews in Oyo

council up till now.

Otunba Alao-Akala was
said to have insisted that
since Alhaji Adedibu single
handedly nominated the
deputy governor, he should
be given the free hand to pick
most of the commissioners
and other political office
holders.

Following this disagre-
ement between the governor

Monday,

February,.

13 2006

and his po]mcal godfather, the |
former is said to be running |
the affairs of the state with the
assistance of the permanent |
secretaries.

The insistence by Alhaji
Adedibu to pick most of the
commissioners in the Ladoja |
adnfinistration led to the bitter
quarrel between him and the |
former governor. |

The refusal of Ladoja to |
dance to the tunes of Alhaji |
Adedibu led to his impeac-
hment by pro-Adedibu legis-
lators last month.

The Arewa Consultative
» Forum (ACF), has
described the propo-
sed public hearings on the
review of the 1999 constitu-
tion as illegitimate, undemo-
cratic and a waste of public
funds.

The socio-cultural organi-
zation also observed that
procedures such as the public
hearings belong to the era of
military regimes that were
unelected and, “had no other
means of connecting with the
people,” unlike what obtaines
in a democracy where there
are institutions saddled with
: that responsibility.

The ACF, in a commu-
niqué issued by the Gombe

meeting on Saturday, further
| observed that in a democracy,

“it is the duty and privilege

| of the national and state ass-
emblies to deal with the issues
i of constitutional amendments

— as enshrined in the con-

| stitution itself.”

' The communiqué, signed

| by the state chairman of the

| forum, Dr. Sulayman Kumo,

| also said that while the 1999

| constitution requires a rev-
iew, the matter should be left
to the 2007 national and state
assemblies to study and deal

- with exhaustively.

. The meeting also advised
that the work done by the
Mantu committee should be

| left for the post 2007 assemb-

| lies to deal with while money
“dgeted for the public hear-
s should be used on more
_=aningful developmental

_ojects across the country.

| Among areas that should

From Muhammad
Abubakar, Correspondent
(Gombe)

be amended in the 1999 cons-
titution, according to the
ACEF, are some provisions of
chapter 11 on the directive pri-
nciples of state policy, saymg

Constitution review: Public hearing’s illegitimate,
undemocratic-ACF

also that the judiciary must be
made totally independent of
the executive by giving it
total control of its approved
budget, among others.

It also called for the rem-
oval or radical review of the
“immunity” provisions in the
constitution and the re-intr-
oduction of the 1979 provisi-
ons on the role of Emirs and

Religious crisis averted in Sokoto

| he Sokoto state gov-
ernment, weekend

closed the state’s Sch-
ool of Nursing and Midwifery
to avoid a breakdown of law
and order when a female
student described Prophet

 state chapter at the end of its Muhammad (SAW), as a

terrorist which provoked the
Muslim community to stage

- a peaceful demonstration on

major streets of the state
capital yesterday.

The peaceful procession
which coincided with the
global protest by the Muslim
Ummabh as a resudt of a dero-
gatory cartoon by a Danish
newspaper against the holy
prophet, was well attended as
thousands of demonstrators
marched through all the major
streets of Sokoto chanting
Allahu Akbar, Allah Akbar.

The state government
urged the Muslim community
to remain calm, assuring that
appropriate action would be
taken to avoid a re-occurr-
ence.

However, some of the
protesters made scveral

attémpts to force their way
Linto thc institutions but they

‘ From Aminu Mohammed,
1 Regzonal Editor (Sokoto) |

were held back by the pres-
ence of armed mobile poli-
cemen.

The protest march organ-
ised by the state’s chapter of
the Muslim Students Society
of Nigeria (MSSN), the Nati-
onal Association of Muslim
Youth Organisations (NACO-
MYO), HISBAH and other
religious bodies, was accom-
panied by heavily armed
policemen.

The three-hour protest
which took place on a Sunday
when Christian worshippers
were in their places of wor-
ship, was peaceful and no
one was stopped from going
to church and there was no
attempt to confront worship-
pers at various churches in the
state capital.

A Christian worshipper
who spoke with Daily Trust
on condition of anonymity,
expressed dismay over the
action of the Danish newsp-
aper and the utterances by the
female student.

Speaking to’ Daily Trust
shortly dfter the peaceful

Chiefs.

The meeting, held in
Gombe, had in attendance the
business community, political
elites and some senior citizens
of the state including Profes-
sor Buba Bajoga, former MD,
of NITEL, Professor Idris
Muhammad of NPI, Amba-
ssador Yerima Abdullahi and
AIG Adamu Abubakar (rtd)

demonstration, an official of |
the MSSN in Sokoto, Malam |
Masud Tanko, said the |
procession was staged by the !
Muslim body to express |
displeasure over the two |
separate incidences, adding
that the MSSN would meet on
Monday (today), to delib- |
erate on the next plan of
action.

Also speaking, the natio- |
nal president of NACOMYO,
Malam Muhammad Lawal
Maidoki, told Daily Trust that
his organization would not
relent in its efforts to see that
the female student who
provoked the Muslim Ummah
in Sokoto was brought to
book to serve as a lesson to
others.

Meanwhile, the Sokoto
state commissioner of health,
Alhaji Abubakar Zaki Amali
Tambuwa, has said the
student has been sent home
to avoid the outbreak of
violence at the school.

The commissioner said
the school would be reop-
ened in the next two weeks
for academic activities to
continue:

My travails act of God -Marva

peakmg for the first time
in public after his
encounter with operat-
ives of the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission

| (EFCC), former Military Admi-

nistrator of Lagos State and

presidential candidate under |
the platform of the Peoples |

Democratic Party (PDP),
retired Brigadier General
Muhammadu Buba Marwa,
on Saturday described his
travails as “an act of God”
even as he graciously thanked
his kinsmen and political
supporters for dropping their
contemplated demonstra-
tions against the government
over his detention.

General Marwa who
spoke in Michika, his home
town, Adamawa state, at a
reception in his honour orga-
nized by the people of the
Northern Senatorial zone of
the state to show, solidarity
with him, noted that his
Tribulations were part of his
destiny. “I cannot put blames

| on anybody. It was destined
i by God that what transpired famous Ransome-Kuti f

| between myselfand the EFCC |

was part of my destiny”.

Marwa who was visibly
happy with the warm recep- |

tion accorded him, simply told
the tumultuous crowd that he
was overwhelmed with their
love, affection and solidarity
adding that “what actually
counts in friendship is how
you treat your friend or brot-
her in terms of his advers-
ities”.

The presidential hopeful
charged his supporters to be
law abiding and to obey
constituted authorities. He
said what the country needs
now was serious prayers for
unity and cohesion and
peaceful elections devoid of
rancour.

He said as a patriotic

Nigerian, he remains loyal to |
the present administration |
and urged his supporters to
wholeheartedly extend the |

goodwill they have for him to

President Olusegun Obasa-

njo.

Earlier in his speech, the
chairman of the reception, Mr.
Peter Salihu Gogura, expre-
ssed his appreciation to God

and the good people of Ada-

mawa State over their earnest
prayers for the return of their

i son, General Buba Marwa.

Mr. Gogura who is also the

i chairman of the PDP in Mich-
ika L.G.A, maintained that “for :

once, I have never contem-
plated Marwa’s return.
Marwa is a man whom many
can die for. As you can see
today, a simple reception has
completely metamorphosed
into a moral and political
revivalism of the people. We
are really gladdened”

The journey to Michika,
250km from Yola, which
ordinarily should have taken
three hours, lasted for over
twelve hours because of the
spontaneous and impromptu
reception organized for the
Generadl by virtually every
community on the way that
had the opportunity of
erecting a simple canopy and
a banner for the August

‘rom Hamza Edris.
Correspondem (Yola

visitor to notice their presence
as they rolled out drums of
solidarity for him and his
entourage

ngerlans
mourn Beko

j From Olumide Bajulaiye.
\ Ka\()deAjlbul a

igerians from all works
of life have been
ting the home of late

Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti
died on Friday. Bekoame
doctor died of Lung canc
the Lagos University T
hing Hospital.

A statement by the fa
of the deceased signéd by
Oludotun Ransome-Kut
Saturday said the first human
rights activists passed o
11.20pm.

Beko was born on August

i 2, 1940 to the family of the

Abeokuta, Ogun state. Until

. his death, Beko was involved

in the preparation for a sov-
ereign national conference

Speaking at the dece-
ased’s home in Lagos, Presi-
dent of the NLC, Mr. Adams
Oshiomhole, described Be-
ko’s death as painful, saying
that the death came at a time
when the Nigeria nation reg-
uired formidable fighters like
him against bad government.

Beko who was flown out
of the country last month died
after a prolong illness, barely
a week after his elder sister,
Dolupo was buried.

Dr. Beko was an unrele-
ntless and dogged fighter
who believed in an egalitarian
society where equality is the
hallmark of human existence

Reacting to the death, first
National Vice President of Ab-
eokuta Grammar School Old
Boys Association (ABOS
BA), Chief Gbemi Sodipo
described the Beko as a
selfless man who fought for
the progress of humanity.

He expressed shock over
the death, saying that he did
not expect him to dies so
soon.

Asked if Dr. Kuti reall
achieved his aim of a better
Nigeria, Sodipo said what
mattered most was that Bek
contributed his quota to the
development of the Nigeria
urging other activists to
continue the struggle.

According to him, the late
human rights activist ha«
been a fighter right from scl
ool, further describing as
nonconformist.

The late Dr. Beko Kuti was
a student of Abeokuta Gran
mar School, 1956 set with reg
istration number 3166 whil
that of his late Afrobeat bro
ther, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti was
3168.

Also reacting, the nationa
secretary of ABSOBA, M
Olayinka Opaleye, describe
the late Kuti as a genius, add
ing that he was not surprisec
at the activist nature of Di
Bekko.

Current principal of the
school, Funsho Ogun, descr
ibed him as a radical and dog
ged fighter, saying Abeokut
Grammar School wall definitely
miss him.
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(ven Murtala lecture holds today

n international sympo-

sium to commemorate

the 30" memorial anni-
versary of former Head of State,
late General Murtala Ramat
Mohammed, holds in Kano to-
day. The lecture with the theme:
“Leadership Question and the
Quest for Africa’s Develop-
ment,” will feature seasoned aca-
demics and contributions from a
cross-section of the nation’s po-
litical leaders.

The guest speakers are Pro-
fessor Ali Mazuri, Professor
Jibril Aminu and Dr. Patrick
Wilmot. Today’s occasion is also
expected to be attended by Presi-

Reclamation
of Abuja
master-plan
must go on,
says el-Rufai

Sufuyan Ojeifo,
Special Correspondent

inister in the Presi-
dency and Chairman
of the Federal Capital
Territory Administration
(FCTA), Mallam Nasir el-Rufai
admitted at the weekend that the
task of reclaiming the bastardised
Abuja Master-Plan has not been
easy. but assured that the admin-
istration would not be daunted
by it.
He spoke Friday at the com-

missioning of the multi-mil
naira - Akwa [l
Governor’
Governor Victor Attah adi
ration e hghbro
bas )
NaKing icutt qu
CCl ¢ d i i
nany years o causc

He said that the administra

tion would stop at not

sanitise the nation’s capital in a

deliberate bid to turn it into one
of the best cities in the world.

Speaking earlier,
Attah said the building of the
Governor’s Lodge waspart of his
administration’s commitment to
“delivering democracy dividends
to the people of the States™.

He disclosed, on the occasion
attended by the Chairman of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
Board of Trustees., Chief Tony
Anenih, that other thirty projects

Governor

of importance to the people of

the State were at various stages
of completion and would be com-
missioned as soon as they are
completed.

According to him, “These
projects include, among others,
construction of roads, provision
of electricity and potable water
to towns and villages in the state
and L.T. centres™.

Attah said that all the projects
embarked upon by his adminis-
tration complied with the due
He said that his admin-
istration’ was -motivated to em-
bark of the projéctsbdeatise that
wis the'essente 9f the mandtite
~'1\\n to him by l]m peoplet and

loavo lacting

process.

justhope itisu

By Emmanuc] Bello,
Political Editor

dent Olusegun Obasanjo as spe-
cial guest of honour with the Vice
President, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar,
alongside all former presidents
and heads of state of Nigeria as
distinguished guests.

The event, organised by the
Centre for Democratic Research
and Training, will hold at the in-
door sport hall, Kofar Mata,
Kano. with Governor Ibrahim
Shekarau as chief host. Royal
fathers of the day arc the Sultan
of Sokoto, Alhaji Mohamma
Macido, the Emir of Kano, Alhaji
Ado Bayero and all chairmen.
state’s council of traditional rul
ers in the country. Wife of the
late head of state, Hajiya Ajoke
Mohammed, will be the mother
of the day.

Similarly, the Murtala
Mohammed Foundation
(MMF), has organised a memo-
rial lecture for Tuesday, 14 Feb-
ruary with the theme: “Africa —
A New Agenda.” The keynote
speaker is the United Kingdom
Foreign and Commonwealth Sec-
retary, Mr. Jack Straw.

In an invitation letter made
available to Daily Trust signed by
the executive secretary, Murtala
Muhammed Foundation, Mrs
Aisha Oyebode, guests were in-
formed that the meeting will hold
in the auditorium, ECOWAS sec-
retariat, Abuja. The foundation’s
chairman is President Olusegun
Obasanjo.

General Murtala R
Mohammed. born in Kai
8" of November 1930, j
Nigeria Army and got

ioned i 1961 as a se

u

nant. Rising raj

tional

Agency
Idi Farouk sai
State Governor

Dariye has done a great disser
vice to the peoplc of State
by diverting the N1.6 billion
Ecological funds to other pur-

poses.
He said in an interview with

journalists at the weekend in

Abuja that “if the statement cred-
ited to Governor Dariye were
true, he is already with the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), it is an
admission of guilt and 1 believe
the EFCC or indeed anybody so

charged with responsibility of

prosecution should be alive to its
responsibility.

“Prosecution should take its
course and the EFCC should be
alive
it is true, the EFCC
the matter furthc

would take
court. |

he said

1
O tne

that money th: < meant fo

ecological func

wrsed
rarouk sa
ecological de

State arisit

Minister of State Education, Dr. Grace Oguche signing her Oath of Office bejore Presldent Obasanjo during the ceremony held at the

State House, Abuja... recently

to its responsibility and if

Pl)\ Joe Oroye

Why ANPP supports constitutional amendment - Etiebet

he ‘All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), national
chairman, Chief Don
Etiebet, said the party endorses
the review of the 1999 constitu-
tion to allow changes that would
aid the “proper running of gov-
ernance in our country.”
Speaking to Dailv Trust yes-
terday in an exclusive interview,

et Etiebet said

Sufuyan Ojeifo,

18 DY C 4
1( ppeaed 11 ' 11C
think that N1.6 billion
meant to reclaim parts of these

devastated areas would
a long way in alleviatin

have gone

> prob-

lem of the state and the people”
he stated.

He said that neither Dariye nor
other governors have the pow-
ers to vire money meant for eco-
logical development for other
things. According to him, “If it
is true that the man said that he
did take it and he did disburse it
in the way he did, I do not think
any governor has the power to
vire monies meant for the ecol-
ogy of the State to something
else outside what is meant for,
even if 1t were from ecological
fund to rehabilitation of a dam or
he

tself can be

because it will be requir-

to education, it in i

faulty

ngvirement

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

Etiebet said that he expects that
as law-abiding and faithful party
members, the legislators will
keep faith with the resolutions
of the party’s highest decision-
making body.

He said that the party had not
taken a stand on the third term
issue prier to the NEC meeting

of the views ex-

ecause "most

1 i tha e
ssed on the matter we

the NEC

aac our

per-

has met

ostitio

lJ.\I":\ ¢, there was the casc o1
former lnxpu.o General of Po-

ce, Mr. Tafa Balogun, D.S.P.
Alamieyeseigha and other smaller
cases involving Local government
chairmen.

According to him “l am aware
that the EFCC really does inves-
tigation and it is not out to target
any individual. Even in my es-

tablishment, the EFCC and ICPC

have had cause to forward a pe-
tition written by some anony-
mous persons to them or certain
individuals within the establish-
ment, which we ourselves had to
investigate and furnish them with
report. If they are satisfied, fine;
if they are not, they could have
come back.

“It is wrong to say that their
investigation is targeted at indi-
can-

Itis

viduals. In any case. they

not target any individuals

suffers from the ‘Orwellian
theory’. His words: “the prob-
lem with journalists in this coun-
try is that they speculate a lot. If
you report that the governors
supported third term, maybe
you should go and ask them why
they are now opposing it. It is a
case of thought apprehension.
You are scared of what will hap-
pen and out of fear
your '\]"(\I[ on your .lP‘l\hLl]’

sion

you base

On the fort
ANPP

of the

want me to leave the ANPP. So
you have to know that it is part
of our collective agreement as
leagers of the ANPP that we dis-
solve the NEC in March

But if they want me to stay
on after March it all depends on
the party and the people. W
all leave in March, tha
cision,” he said.

Commenting on h
ship with Lt.

Usen (rtd)
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citizen of

Niger Republic,

Alhaji Zakari
Mohammed, has
- appeared before an Abuja
chief magistrate court for
allegedly being in
possession of 20 Nigerian
passports suspected to be
used in human trafficking.

According to the police

report, the accused
- person who is alleged to
- be an ex -officer with the
‘Nigerien army was
 arrested at Bulu Bridge on
Cameroun — Nigerian
border.

He was alleged to have
been conducting himselfin
a suspicious manner
which made the police to
search him.

The report stated that
when he was searched,
20 Nigerian passports
were reportedly found on
him, he claimed this
‘belonged to some
‘Nigerians that were
- stranded in Sudan .

The police however said
- that when investigations
- were conducted, they
' discovered that the

accused person, Zakari
Mohammed, alias
- Katako, was involved in
 passport racketeering in
‘collaboration with a
syndicate that engage in
human trafficking.

The police alleged that
 during interrogations, the
~rspect claimed the

passports were handed
Jover to him by two
| people, Alhaji Aminu

Ruby Rabiu Senior
‘ Reporter
'Ban'gore and Alhaji
Aminu Funtua, both
indigenes of Kano state
who claimed they had
ferried the owners of the

He said the duo told
him that they intended to
transport the owners of
the passports back to
Saudi Arabia so they
instructed him to take the
20 travel documents to
Nigeria to renew them

Daily Trust

and send them back to
them.

The accused person
who has been in prison
custody, told the court to
allow him talk but when
allowed to do that, he
talked incoherently.

He kept scratching his
head and looking into
space as he spoke, the
only words quite audible
were ‘Allahu Akbar’.

Chief Magistrate
Usuman Shaibu called the

prosecuting police officer,

DSP Ibrahim Bako, to
explain to the court why
the suspect was not
composed.

DSP Ibrahim Bako told
the court that the accused
person was suffering from
‘split personality

syndrome’ which has left
him in a confused state.

He said since he isnota”

medical doctor, and could
not determine the mental
state of the accused
person he would like the
court to draw its own

= J £ S e L S5
Some of the victims of human trafficking who were apprehended by vigilant immigration officers at 1diroko border
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Alien docked for possessing
20 Nigerian passports

conclusion by ordering for
amedical examination of
the suspect.

He urged the court to
make an order directing
the embassy of Niger
Republic to come to the

aid of the accused person

by providing him with a
lawyer.

Bako also told the court
to direct the prison
authorities to arrange for
the medical examination of
the accused in order to
determine if he is in-a

position to stand tria
Chief Magistrate
Usuman Shaibu granted
the prayers of the
prosecutor after he
attempted to question the
suspect but to no avail as

the suspects could not

make inteligible statement
He adjourned the case
to Friday for the response
from the embassy and
medical reports from the
prison authority
concerning the health of

the accused person
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Four
househelps

arrested
for theft

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter
our househelps working in
the house of a member of
the House of Representa-
tives in Abuja, have been arrested
by the police over the alleged
theft of a cheque f3r N350,000.

Briefing newsmen in his office
weekend, FCT Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, said
that the suspects attempted to
withdraw the sum of N350,000
from the legislator’s bank.

Mr. Alobi said the suspects
are Okafor Kanayo, Sonny Okoh,
David Etuk and Sunday Nwanko.
He said they were arrested in the
bank while attempting to with-

| draw the money.
. He said when they stole the
cheque leaflet and filled it, one of
| the suspects phoned the bank
| manager and told him that he was
| the holder of the account and was
| calling him from his office at the
| National Assembly.

The suspect allegedly told the
| manager that he was sending his
' boy with a cheque to withdraw

the sum of N350,000 from his

account. The manager was said
| to have assured him of speedy
service.

Apparently satisfied that they
had made all the necessary con-

| tacts for the smooth withdrawal

| of the money, the suspects pre-

| sented the cheque to a bank cash-
ier.

On his part, the bank manager

- who knows the legislator in per-

| son observed that the voice of

| the caller and the GSM number,

| with which the call was made,

i did not tally with those of the
actual account holder.

The cashier (names withheld),
| the police said, also noticed some
| irregularities between the signa-
| ture on the stolen cheque and the

one on the signature card of the
legislator.

The vigilant cashier was said
to have drawn the attention of
the bank manager who phoned
the legislator to confirm if he
stgned the cheque and sent the
young men to make the with-
drawal. .

The customer was reported to
have denied sending anybody to
withdraw money from his ac-
count and also denied giving any-
body a cheque of that amount in
recent time.

The manager alerted plain-
cloth policemen attached to the
bank who placed the suspects
under close surveillance.

The suspect were said to have
been asked to wait for the cash
while their cheque was being pro-
cessed.

When the legislator arrived the
bank and met his houseboys
waiting to make the withdrawal,
he was said to have urged the
policemen in the bank to effect
their arrest and also complained

that he has lost several valuable

items and money to them before

suspects have made confession

statemektOGIEHT QI ans Qi)

SOOR-BC- CAGEECE 10 - COourt

Some armed robbery suspects paraded at the Lagos State police command... recently

Daily Trust

14-year-old, friend in court
for attempted murder

14-year-old male stu-

dent has been ar-

aigned before a

Lokoja Upper Area Court for
attempted murder.

The suspect who is from
Otutu quarters, Adavi-Eba
in Kogi state, is standing
trial along with his teenage
friend, for allegedly at-
tempting to kill his mother,
Hajiya Rakiat Shidi, over
N2,000.

He was alleged to have held
his mother and his elder
brother’s wife, Mrs Ibrahim,
at gun-point, demanding that
the money be given to him
otherwise he would take their
lives.

The prosecuting police of-
ficer, Sergeant Elizabeth An-
drew, told the court that the
elder brother of the accused,
Saidi Ibrahim, eventually res-
cued the women before the

Treasurer arrested

over fake currencies

The state’s police com-

. treasurer in Ahoada
East local govern-
ment council of Riv-

ers State has been arrested

for alleged!y paying pension-
ers with fakc currency.

The suspect, Umebidi

Sampson. was alleged to

tted the offence

have com

on Januan
He was ulleged to have re-
ceived N2.3
Rl Pl 1
ROt Hiefes

thef Stakt 19i

‘million from the
v dBeendtiry 6F
istry of Firgink

Flnec-pe SO PCsIons,

mand public relations officer
(PPRO), Mrs Ireju Barasua,
alleged that the accused con-
nived with others t
N 150,000 with fake

Barasua said the informa-

replace

otes

tion on the illegal deal was re-
ceived on February 1. which
prompted the arrest.
Fake currencies, she
leged, were found !
WhEGHE @R cHe QI

gopfessed tor gnmnmttingrbo

® =

ICHEC,

teenager could pull the trig-
ger.

She said the incident was
later reported at Okengwe
police station.

Andrew said during police
investigation, it was discov-
ered that the second accused
was the owner of the gun
which the first accused used
to commit the offence.

The accused pleaded not
guilty to the charge, saying

that the allegations were false.

Andrew told the court that
investigations into the case
was in progress and applied
for an adjournment, while op-
posing the granting of bail to
the accused.

Counsel to the second ac-
cused, Mr. Y.S. Adeiza, said
his client should be deemed
innocent and granted bail be-
cause he has not been con-
victed of any wrong doing.

He urged the court to use
its discretion to grant him
bail.

The president of the
court, Mr Levi Animoku, in
his ruling, said the applica-
tion for bail was premature
and ordered that the ac-
cused persons be remanded
at the federal
Okene.

Hearing in the case has
been adjourned to March 8.

prisons,

Gambian, employer in
court over sewing machines

Gambian will today

appear before an

Abuja magistrate

court, Wuse Zone 6, on a

three court charge of criminal

breach of trust, cheating and
theft.

The suspect, Alhaji Dabo,

tatlor and fashion designer,

S accused by nis emp
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By Shehu Abubakar,

Reporter

store and stealing a sewing
machine and a CD radio val-
ued at N700,000.

According to the FIR,
Mariyam was said to have re-

i 1

ported to the pulu: that

‘ 1 %
Alhaji Dabo whom she-em
- | - |

oveéda ds d

hik ¢Heafed B0 1S
roigdh vanaratc ped plve gahd

tatlor since 2004

72 U.

chines, a CD radi chine,
air conditione some
furniture but ere
alQng the line, A yabo
allegedly stol of the
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| freedom it provides for
expression of thoughts.

But that freedom stops where
and when it infringes on the right
of others.

In democracies the world over,
several factors play themselves
out before elections are won and
lost. In Nigeria, for instance, it is
public knowledge that elections
are not won on the pages of

newspapers or the gift of
eloquence. How then many
professors of mass

communication have not made
presidents or even governors of
their respective state?

For the smooth conduct of
government business, the three
arms of government complement
cach other; that is, the executive
implements, the legislature
legislates for good governance,
while the judiciary interprets laws
in matters of conflict. Members
of the national and state
assemblies are supposed to be
honourable men and women
legislating for common good. The
mandate of any constituency
freely or coercively given to its
representative is to attract
dividends in the &rea of roads,
health institutions, water,
qualitative education, etc.

However, one Mohammed
Onusagba of Kogi State House of
| Assembly either seems to be
| ignorant of his role as a legislator
| or threading the path of mischief.

In a recent interview he granted

one of the national weeklies, he
threw caution to the wind and
i disparaged even his colleagues in
the state assembly as a bunch of
immature politicians, not capable
of their mandate. Onusagba is a
two-term legislator and I expect
some measure of maturity and
camaraderie in‘his legislative
assignment. In him I see a
political culture of gansterism of
rascality which is an ill-wind that
swill ultimately consume its
initigtor. !

Vhen it comes to excuses; the
«1d is full of great inventors.
ome spend half of ‘their lives
“Ming what they are going to’do

idshelother hal ﬁcpranmhg why,
ncy dldn‘fdo'it\_Why is Ormsggka .

hurling missiles at his colleagues
and cudgels against the governor
for his own failures? Even among
his colleagues in the assembly, the
speaker and other principal
officers are revered not probably
because of their persons but their
positions.

Democracy is at its fledgling
state in Nigeria and all hands must
be on deck to ensure its
sustainability. That is why when
the legislature reasons with the

NIGES

executive in some key areas, it
does not translate into abdication
of responsibility. This is one area
Onusagba does not know or has
refused to understand. I may not
dwell on the aspersion cast on his
colleagues as they are capable of
taking their own decisions.
However, a mind-boggling
aspect of that interview was the
attack on the personality and
integrity of the state’s chief
executive, Alhaji Ibrahim Idris. Let

me be philosophical here.
Character is something you either
have or not. Some people try to
make something for themselves,
others try to make something of
themselves. Tryon Edward said
“Thoughts lead on to purpose;
purposes go forth in action;
actions form habits; habits decide
character and character fixes our
destiny.” In Edward’s position, I
situate Muhammed Onusagba’s
verbose vituperation.

. foolishness.”

OHsS

DEC

Whatever we are or are going
to be in life is influenced by our
upbringing. If you are trained to
be courteous, you will grow to
respect people, otherwise you
won’t appreciate anything good
in others. You will even find fault
in yourself.

Francis Bacon said, “Envy has
no holidays. It has no rest. The
envy that

Washington Auston reflected:

compares is

i for
i relatively commendable w

i corruption,
| and the like flourished at such an
{ alarming rate. Virtually on a daily
i basis,
| stories aboulcorruption and graft
i in high places involving millions
{ upon millions of naira.

Religious leaders and Ni

“There is role wandering
aimlessly in search of a hero. This
role is beckoning us to move, to
put on its costume and give it life.”

- Gammel Abdul Nasir, ex-
President of Egypt

he legendary Egyptian
statesman and lecader,
Gamel Abdul Nasir might

not have had Nigeria in mind
when he made that statement. But
had he been referring to Nigeria
in general and our religious leaders

{ in particular, he would have hit
i the nail squarely on the head,
considering the situation that has

been prevailing here for sometime
now.

Wherever one turns in Nigeria,
it is obvious that these arc critical
times. Let’s consider corruption,
example. Despite the
ar being
fought against the monster called
corruption, it is still thriving in

i every sphere of our public life!
i Indeed,

at no other time in our
have vices such as
bribery, sleazc, 419

history

we are bombarded with

Only recently, the then Senate
president, Senator Wabara, was
along with others, involved in the
now famous ‘bribe-for-budget’
scandal. Earlier, the FCT
minister, Mallam Nasir el-Rufai]
had alleged that certain senators
demanded bribe from him. In the
same vein, the immediate past
Inspector-General of Police, Tafa
Balogun, is still entangled in a legal
duel over the billions of naira he
allegedly stole trom publu.
coffers.

Adsb; two 'state ‘governors
(Alaimeyeselgha and 1 adeja)’
were rtecently, tmpeached withi

corruption featuring prominently
on the list of their offences, On
his part, Governor Dariye of
Plateau State is fighting hard to
save his political life over a similar
allegation. The list goes on and
on. )

Curiously, all the public officials
involved in these ungodly actions
are well-known -as staunch
Christians or Muslims, Aside from
the fact that all of them had sworn
with the holy Bible and Qur’an to
serve the country loyally and as
enshrined in the laws and
constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, their actions
make a mockery of that solemn
vow. Yet, surprisingly, none of
them is known to have been
disfellowshiped or disciplined one
way or the other by his religious
leaders.

One is not trying to imply or
suggest that our religious leaders
should behave like vyillage
headmasters, arming themselves
with koboko to flog any church
member who errs. But a situation
whereby not even a muted voice
of condemnation is raised against
the ‘outrageous conducts of so-
called staunch Christians and
Muslims is certainly worrisome,
to put it mildly.

A few years ago, as | was being
honoured with a traditional title
by my people in Ogbadibo LGA
of Benue State along with other
notable sons of the soil such as
Ogbeh (the former PDP national
chairman), I learnt of an
outrageous case. A certain
representative of the people was
said to have pocketed the money
meant for the provision of a
social amenity for the
community. Barely a few weeks
later, the Same public servant came
horfre: to orgaiise « ¢ertatn
programme:{thanksgivitig br o)
in a:charch. Necdlessito saysthe

geria’s critical moment

programme in question went
ahead as scheduled, with the
pastor of that church showering
blessings upon him. Nothing was
said about the community’s
commonwealth which heihad
embezzled!

Earlier, in the cours¢ of
inspecting the building project
which 1 was sponsoring for the
Catholic Church in my home
town (Agbaha-Otukpo in
Ogbadibo LGA of Benue State), I
encountered a church elder who
had said to me, and I quote:
“Chief

Mohammed, | ‘we
appreciate what people like you
have been doing in| this

community over the years.! Even
though you are not in government
nor holding any public office, you
have been using your personal
resources to touch people’s life
immensely in different/ways.
May God bless you immensely all
the days of your life.”

To be candid with you, I was
profoundly touched by these
words. Coming from a respected
Christian leader like that, I felt
humbled by the outpouring of
gratitude. My appreciation was
however diluted when my mind
flashed back to the ungodly antics
being indulged in by some
Christians occupying different
public positions; officials who
have betrayed the trust' and
confidence reposed in them by
virtue of their offices, yet are
being allowed to go scot-free by
those who ought to know better.

Granted, our church or religious
leaders cannot be held accountable
for the waywardness of their
flock. After all, each individual is
responsible for his/her own
actions, and must be held
accountable for same-.
Nenetheless, as the shepherd of
their flock, they are expected to
speak  out F:Bofdly O'in

condemnation of the excesses of
those entrusted with public
offices.

Come to think of it; the whole
essence of being a religious leader
is to tender to the moral and
spiritual welfare of your
members. And, needless to say,
ithat includes the chastising of
those who stray from the path
‘of righteous; those whose moral.
courage is weak, and those who
sacrifice godliness on the altar of’
their personal interests and
idiosyncrasies.

What should be done? Before
we provide the answer, it is
pertinent to consider that
statement by Gammel Abdul
Nasir again: “There is role
wandering aimlessly in search of
a hero. This role is beckoning to
us to move, to put on its costume:
and give it life.”

In Nigeria, the role that is
wandering in search of a hero is
‘none other than the role of
religious leaders who should
behave like Prophet Jeremiah as
is recorded in the Bible. Religious
leaders who will speak out against
the moral degeneracy of their

‘adherents. Pastors, priests and

Imams who would say it as it is to
the wvagabonds in power
(apologies to the late Fela). God,
please bless Nigeria with as many.
of such leaders as possible. i

Chief (Dr) Moham med S.
Itodo is the Akanaba 1 of Ai’ono
Otukpo, Benue State.

Reactions to articl

Uncouth outburst of a legislator

public analysis in a recent
publication diagnosed an
attribute of democracy as
the unquantifiable degree of

“The only competition worthy
of a wise mind is within himsel{
Nothing gets you behind fastes
than trying to keep up with the
people who are already there.”
Envy provides the mud that failure
throws at success and that was why
St. Chrysoston said, “As a moth
grows a garment, so doeth envy
consume a man.”

Idris who came as a child of
necessity. and currently working
round the clock to ensure even
development does not find favour
with Onusagba and his sponsors
Who is fooling who? The good
people of Kogi State know better
and ‘are wiser. I do not want to
jump into conclusions that the
hatred is not for the person but
the race.

The leopard cannot change its
spot. What I see in Onusagba is a
hangover. A Congolese proverb
asserts, “Wood may remain ten
years in water, it will never
become a crocodile. Worn-out
paths are for worn-out men.

Frederick Klopstock
remarked, “He who has no
opinion of his own but depends
on the opinion of others is a
slave.” To only dream of the
person you are supposed to be is
to waste the person you are.
Onusagba, be yourself at least for
once.

What people want is progress.
The person who never changes
his opinion never corrects his
mistakes and that is why the road
to success is always under
construction. Yesterday’s formula
for success is often tomorrow’s
recipe for failure.

Let us resolve to play politics
of development rather than of
destruction. While wise legislators
are attracting dividends of
democracy to their
constituencies, Onusagba is busy
destroying or denying his people
what should be rightly theirs. His
people should be wiser now.
Musa Usman, Koton-Karfe,

published in

this paper may be directed to the
editor via the email addres
editor@dailytrust.com
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Murtala Muhamme’d: What
manner of memorial?

“Africa has come of age,”

o courageously
declared the late
General Murtala

Muhammed at the
extraordinary summit of the
Organisation of African
Unity in Addis Ababa on
Sunday 11th January 1975!
The historic speech was the
first and the last to be
delivered by the African
patriot that was Nigeria’s
then head of state at an
international forum before
his brutal assassination a
year after. For a continent
in which there is a huge
memory deficit, it is
imperative that we recall the
words on the marble of
Murtala about what he saw
as the lot of Africa spanning
ages. According to him:
“For too long we have been
kicked around; for too long
have we been treated like
adolescents who cannot
discern their interests and
act accordingly; for too
long has it been presumed
that the African needs
‘outside “experts” to tell
him who are his friends and
who are his enemies.”

True to his commendable
resolve to put an end to
servitude, Murtala went
beyond a rendition of
historic woes and despair
but pointedly insisted that
the dinner party for Africa’s
%oppressors was over! Hear
‘him: “It is no longer under

gthe orbit of any extra-
icontinental power. It should
\no longer take orders from
“any country, however
powerful. The fortunes of
Africa are in our hands to
make or mar.”

Thirty years after, the
critical question persists.
‘What lessons has the
continent learnt from the
age-long experiences in
subordination, dependency,
exploitation and indignity
that the late General

courageously decried and

even dared to halt through
a decisive historic vote for
the recognition of MPLA as
the sole representative of
Angolan peoples contrary
to the favoured West’s
puppets in UNITA and
'FNLA? The answer may
not be far-fetched. A critical

W&t the*“b? <ral’ S
\

Muhammed Foundation
(MMF) reveals that either
the organisers did not read
Murtala very well or they
just chose to subvert his
legacy of independence and
African reminiscence
altogether.

How would anybody for
God’s sake generously
make available Murtala’s
memorial platform for Jack
Straw, the British Foreign
Minister to talk on God-
knows-what about Africa?
It is bad enough to ignore
Murtala’s challenge that
Africa “is no longer under
the orbit of any extra-
continental power,” but it is
even more untenably too
cheeky and too cheap to
offer a pan-African legacy
for sale to those who attach
little or no price to it and
who are even
contemptuous of what
Murtala  stood for
altogether!

Britain was among the
notable countries Murtala
engaged in his historic
liberation speech in Addis
Ababa in 1976 of subverting
Africa’s commitment to
decolonisation and putting
an end to apartheid.

With respect to apartheid
South Africa, General
Murtala rightly observed
thus: “The Western Powers
have bluntly refused to take
any positive action either in
the form of military or
economic sanctions, which
will dissuade the regime in
Pretoria from pursuing its
criminal policy. Rather, they
are encouraged to persist
through increased
investment, military
collaboration and other
forms of cooperation.”
Angola, Zimbabwe,
Namibia and South Africa
have long been liberated,
thanks to the resistance of
the oppressed peoples
themselves and the
solidarity decisively offered
by Nigeria and other
frontline states.

But Britain, United States
and Portugal of different
governments under various
parties which Murtala
rightly accused as axis of
complicity in African
oppres\ion and colonialism

Ve ﬁot méi
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and even opposing the
release of Nelson Mandela
from prison. Africa without
Murtala seems to believe in
nothing which explains
why it can fall for anything
or anyone like Jack Straw.
It is not the person of
Jack Straw as such that is
the issue here (the British
electorate do know him and
others in his government
with respect to Iraq as
liars!), but the issue is his
politics with respect for
world peace, freedom and
justice. He is the arrow
head of the Tony Blair
government that cooked up
intelligence report to
mislead British electorate
and legitimise the Bush-Blair
senseless war of attrition in
Iraq. It is obviously a
disservice to Murtala’s
memory to use his name to
offer a platform for a top-
down talk from those who
bombed another promising
Third World country
(which Iraq used to be) into
stone-age! Jack Straw is no
late Robin Cook who had a
“point of departure” with
the government committed
to war for no just cause.
Nor did he feature in
Gordon Brown-Tony Blair
Aid/Trade-for-Africa
debate (whatever the worth
of the debate!) What then
qualifies Jack Straw to get
visa for an African forum
like Murtala Day certainly
beats the imagination!

It was Miriam Makeba
(please note NOT Bob
Gedoff !) in one of her
tracks devoted to the late
Murtala Muhammed who
reminded us that “Murtala
is gone but his words live
on;” words that will not
die; words that will not
waste!” The late Murtala
never subscribed to the
notorious policy of TINA
(There Is No Alternative,
which explained why he
opted for independence in
place of dependency and
freedom for the oppressed
in place of servitude. It is
therefore gratifying that
Mabbaya House in Kano
offers an alternative
platform to truly reflect on
the times and works of one
of the ever-engaging,
committed, sincere and
decisive Njgerians; SOLLYs
Afriean leaders* m pest—
colonial Affica.

O ZOr?

of Nigeria (SMEDAN)
recorded a milestone recently
with the official
commissioning of the Akure
Business Support Centre.

commissioned by the Ondo
State governor, Chief (Dr)

among the number
centres to be opened

But what SMEDAN has
discovered is that the issue
of finance
exaggerated. Those who
have genuine need for
finance do not know how to
approach major financiers
successfully.

Some of those who have
accessed funding do not
know how to effectively and
efficiently utilise such funds
in order to derive maximum
returns. The reason for this
experience is not far-fetched:
there is a pervasive problem
of weak capacity in terms of
business knowledge, skills
and attitudes.

This explains  why
SMEDAN places a lot of
emphasis on how to fill this
gap, in addition to providing
pertinent information that
would ensure sound and
right business decisions.

There are various
government initiatives in the
area of business

development and financial
assistance that failed as a
result of factors which are
both external and internal to
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, particularly
internal factors such as low
management capabilities,

improper, of; total lack of
record-keeping,: ., poor
knowledgeiof:the market, Jow-
operatvomal/tecthnical

. ,Centres
Informatmn

is usually

technology,

capacity, lack of knowledge
of regulatory standards, and
a host of other factors.

It is common knowledge
that most of MSME
operators are doing their
businesses within a complex

_and high cost business
The centre which was

environment. A number of

them are making profits but
_not at any significant
Olusegun Agagu, is the first i

f Medium
 (NASME)
- chambers within the states
__are encouraged to use the
facilities at the centres. This
- will facilitate linkage and
_ assistance from governments

and
plememmon is ongoing.

The centres provide
access to capacaty—buddmg
There are opportunities to
acquire knowledge and skills

in areas such as book-
 keeping, budgeting/financial

control, preparation of
business  plans, and
adherence to quality control
standards, business
management, information
and other
knowledge-based issues.
Already, a team
professional Business
Development Service

Providers (BDSPs) has been
commissioned for these

services.

A Business Support Centre
is a clinic of some sort. This
is where the problems of
businesses are diagnosed
and appropriate
prescriptions are made by
experts - the Business
Development Service
Providers. The Business
Support  Centres  are
outreaches for extension
services. They offer
opportunities for sharing of
new ideas/innovations as
may be available from time to
time.

It is also a place for
mentoring. It affords practical
learning opportunities from
the - experiences - of

sugcessful entreprencurs.

SMEDAN: will be-pooling,
tdgetheria voluntebr. carps of”

requirements.
remental rate capable of 3

them to the next

1ts’-

of

SMEDAN and its business clinics

he Small and Medium
Enterprises
Development Agency

professionals within and
outside each state for this
purpose.

One of the major roles of
SMEDAN is facilitating
access to finance. At each
centre, entrepreneurs are
introduced to major financiers
after they have been guided
to meet their lending
The

,,socsatmn for Small and
Enterprises
and other

at all levels and from
developments partners.

SMEDAN is highly
concerned about the
sustainability of these|

centres. The best way to
guarantee this sustainability
is to allow these centres to|
live up to their names. They
must be run as a business.
Secondly, the people of
the states where these
centres are located should|
see the centres as their own.
They should protect the
investment and then
patronise the centres. The
services rendered at the
centres are not absolutely
free. The beneficiaries have
to pay a token, so that they
will appreciate them. It has
become common knowledge
that what is offered free is not
much appreciated. So what
the federal government is
doing through SMEDAN is
subsidising the cost of doing
business for MSMEs. It is
expected that they should
appreciate this and

reciprocate the gesture of
government by cooperating
with the agenc y to serve them
bettér. - #
“Mr: Lew Anyikwa. is tke
Chiefi Préss/Public. Affairs
. Officer of SMEDAN wi w.
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' ZENITH BANK PLC

Offer for subscription

3,000,000,000

Ordinary Shares Of 50k Each At N16.90 Per Share

Application forms are available at:
= All branches of ZENITH BANK PLC
= Other Banks and Stockbroking firms nationwide

Please read the prospectus and consult your stockbroker, accountant, banker.
solicitor or any other professional adviser for guidance before subscribing.

JOINT ISSUING HOUSES
ZENITH SECURITIES LIMITED IBTC CHARTERED BANK P1LC
. : RC. 150281 7 ; RC125097
ZENITH

ZENITH BANK PLC

< dn Your Best Interest

= OFFER OPENED MONDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2006 ® OFFER CLOSES MONDAY MARCH 6, 2006

The Prospectus and Application Forms can be downloaded fram www.zenithbank.com or www.ibtc. com
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TOMNAL L\AMI\AI TONS

YEAR 2006 PROFESS

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE:

Thia Year 2008 Professional Examinations «
vayors has besn scheduled as ollows

i the Nigeran nstitile st Quanty Surs

"‘mrssay 18 May, 2006

{1} Examination Dates: Tuesday 18% b
City, Enugu, Kaduna, Lagos and Port

{ii} Examination Centres: Abuja, Benin
Harpourt,

ELIGIBILITY OF CANDIDATES:
{1} Probation Examination: ’
Registered Technicians of the NIGS or equivalent in Cognate discipling such
chitecture, Buillding Technology. Civil Engineering etc.

{ify Graduateship Examination:

a} Registéred Probationers of the NIQS

b} Registered Technicians of the NIQS who have passed the NIQS Probation
Examination.

{iii} Testof Professional Competence {TPC) Examination:

a) Registered Graduate/Probationer members of the Institule with not less than
two years post- NYSC axperience

b} Registered Probationers of the NIQS who have passed the GMLa%whzg
Examination conducted by the M{“? and wmaif, Jeast 2 yam ﬁpst&‘?’S
gxperience

LOG BOOKS AND DIARIES

Candidates applying for the TPC Examination are presumed o have submilted o
the instifle's Secretariat their Log Books and Diaries covering the first twenty-four
{24} months of their practical experience while the logbooks and dianes covering
the second and Bnal instaliment of twelve months are expecled o reach the Institute
not fater than May 12, 2006. :

All Logbooks and Diarles should be addressed to the Chairman, Education Com-
mittes {Nigerian Institute of Quantity Surveyors] through the NIQS Sseretariat.

EXAMINATION FEES: (NON-REFUNDABLE AND NON-TRANSFERABLE)

Probation Graduateship TPC Exam. Prof.
Exam, Exam, Compelencs
interview

Full Exam Peg

§4 9% S oA
N12.000.00

Re-sit Exaimn Fae N 800000

Log Book Re-assessment Fae

Signed: :
Secretary General

B

¢ (i} Candidates who previously had p

METHOD OF APPLICATION

{f} Entry Forms &

and Guidelis
{2 volumes} §

f e Q8

{ii} All payments could be made by (:smx or Bank Draft payable to “The Nigerian

*nt“h they oo f (\ntxvx?nhi Carws zxwiwe” ooty bvbey ths Inatifiin’s Fansithy Pyl
tered Bank Ftcs NG.78 M@mm:}\ Ademuola Strest; Vicloria igland Branch

Lagos, Account Number 31‘%&38&3&? or First &mk of Nigeria Ple, NiJ House
Branch, Adevamo Alakila Steel, Victona Island L agos. Account Number 243
20300-00781. Payments can be made al any branch of these Banks nation-
wide,

A copy of the pay-in-slip should be forwarded to the Institiste after payment
to update our records.

S

{iiiy Each completed Application Form with photocopies of all relevant amﬁpnwi‘;
including letter of S?k.—‘ﬁ tionvregistration for the current NIQS Membership Grads,
the appropriate Examination Pes vidence of payment of fee and 2No. self-
addressed snvelopes {each with stamp) ete. gre to reach the Institute’s Secre-
farial not later than 7% April, 2008

{iv} Candidatas re-sitting any of the papers not listed in the revised Syllabus should
agafm; the status of their re-sit papers from the Chief E‘:xammm through the
National Secretariat

{v} Late Entry: Applications received after Friday, 7 April, 2008 but not later than
Friday 14™ April, 2008 may be considerad ¥ accompanied with additional
=N=§,000.00 late entry fes.

{vi} Notice To Ali TPC Candidates
Please be advised that the Measurement Exam for TPC consists of Two {2)
separate papers of three hours each,
The first paper is on Building Works and Services, the second paper is on Civil
and Heavy Engineering Works. ‘

TEST OF PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE INTERVIEW

(i} The Test of Professional Compstance interview will provisionally hold on
Wednesday 18" August, 2008 at Abuja, Enugu and L and the ication
Forms are obtainable at the Institule's Secretariat or at State/Zonal Offices ata
cost of =N=1,500.00 each.

{ii) Eligibility

{a} Those who have passed the. written Test of Professional Competence (TPC)
Examination and satisfactorily completed their Logbooks and Diaries.

{b} Those referred in a pravious Professional Competance Interview.

yroblems with their Diaries and Logbooks
miist submit updated Logbooks and Diaries as instructed but sugh must reach
the Institute’s Secretariat nod Jater than May 127, 2008

{ii} Late entry for the Professional Competence Interview may be accepied from
successful candidates for the Year 2008 TPC Examination but not later than
318 July, 2006
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MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE
COUNCIL OF NIGERIA

Tel: 01.7745280, 5870565, TelFax: 01- 663368
Emmi miﬁﬁmw @ yahoo.com

smﬁ%é@zss or

ores z,-’;é m&m{)@i’i& £hou %:*;x &f*‘@m ‘Q‘x sssa* *’xm&s hold

Registration Form |
’Néw Laboratory Assistant N750.00
Medical Laboratory Technician -N1, G00.00
2. Registration Fee
Medical Laboratory Assistant -N1, 500.00
~ Medical Laboratory Teghnician N2, 000 .00
3.-News Bulletin (Per Annum} N2, 000 .00
4 Adentification tag i, VUL

£ Annual Retention Fee
. Madical Laboratory Assistant N1, 000.00
- Medical Laboratory Tec Hrician N1, 500.00

Completed Registration Forms must be returned with two (2)
recent passport photographs, and a§ mmm: credentials.

Concerned individuals are directed to obtain ﬁm&gmig}ﬁ Forms
on payment of the prescribed fees from the
Office of the Registrar, Medical mmmry 3&%@&@ ot &ﬁgena I

Ghrisgﬁiﬁ §¥3§§5§§ﬁg Mali,
Keffi - Abuja Road, Mararaba.

Nota that this Registration process is mandatory for all Council
Certified Medical Laboratory Technicians and Assistants as
non-compliance will run contrary to provisions of ACT 11 2003
which prescribed sanctions for all offenders . ;

The closing date for submission of completed gpplication forms is %
June 30, 20086. :

Further information and requirements would be provided on
application

LADY E.U. OKONKWO
REGISTRAR & SECRETARY

T e &

TOTHE GOVERNING BOARD
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Fly as a couple. Pay for 1

Special compamon fare on sale from 4th to 14th February 2006.
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visit your local IATA Agents:
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Applications are invited from qualified candidates into JS 1, Js 2, SS 1and SS 2 for
admission in September 2006. Forms are obtainable at the cost of N5,000 at the following outlets:

¥ Premiere Academy, Lugbe, Abuja.

® Carol School,
15A, Celestial Church Street, Off Amara-Olu Street, CBD,
Agidingbi, keja.

¥ Rotoy Private School, :
358, Bishop Aboyade Cole, Victoria Island, Lagos.

Kaduna International School,
1, Wurno Road, Kaduna.

Tessy's Book-World, .
2, Rumuokuta Round-about, Port-Harcourt.

Education Chosen High School,
29, Yakubu Gowon Way, Jos.

All Skye Bank Pic branches.

Completed forms should be submitted to any of the outlets on or before 3rd March, 2006.
Entrance Examination will hold on Saturday 11th March, 2006.

Enquiries: Mrs Remi Fawehinmi: 08023292272, Mrs Helen Momoh: 08037882020

o

For further imformation, PISase Visit 4s af WWW.premierényg. or§ &-mail: iNfORFIréMieréng.org
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he UN secretary
general has sent a

} T $3.5m bill to Ivory

| Coast’s president for damage

Bu

UNbills Ivory Coast over riots

to vote for
president

long-time rival and fo
incumbent Carlos Veiga. Mr
Pires beat Mr Veiga by just
17 votes in the 2001 poll. His
hopes this time have been
boosted by his party’s win in
parliamentary elections last
month.

Economic development
and the reduction of poverty
have dominated the
campaign in this former
Portuguese colony.

Cape Verde has a high
unemployment and crime
rate, but is also seen as
politically stable with an
emerging prosperity.

Both leading candidates
- who would rule for the next
five years - have pledged to
promote faster economic
growth and tackle crime.

Mr Pires’ ruling African
Party for the Independence
of Cape Verde (PAICV) won
January’s parliamentary
elections with 52% of the
vote.

The PAICYV first came to
power under a one-party
system upon independence
from Portugal in 1975, with Mr
Pires, now 71, as Cape Verde’s
first prime minister.

Mr Veiga’s Movement for
Democracy (MpD) won the
first multi-party elections in
1990. Carlos Veiga lost by 17
votes in the last presidential
election. The 56-year-old Mr
Veiga served as premier for
the next 10 years until the
PAICV regained power in
2001.

Mr Pires has appealed to
| voters by arguing that “we
should have a government
| and president of the same
i political family” to ensure

.

| continuity.
While Mr Veiga’s
| supporters say the

| constitution will be better
| upheld if the head of state is
| different to the party in
‘ power. About 325,000 Cape
{ Verde citizens are registered
' to vote. Of these, about 20%
| live ‘abroad - mestly ‘in
| Portugal

he frontrunners are
; current President
Pedro Pires and hlS

St 1hant y

caused to UN property and

equipment during last
month’s riots.
President Laurent

1 Gbagbo’s supporters were

Cape Verde |

behind four days of protests
against the UN in January.
They accuse the UN of
interfering in the country’s
internal affairs.
Ivory Coast has been
divided between the

3 fmle;k

ago. o
UN Secretary General Koﬁ
Annan wrote to President

Gbagbo, saying he was
concerned that the Ivorian
security forces had largely
failed in their responsibility to
ensure the safety of UN
personnel and facilities.
“These events have also

g vemment and rebels smcc . parliament_ -

the présndent :

had a negative impact on the
peace process,” he wrote.

Last month, President
Gbagbo’s supporters |
attacked and damaged the
UN’s headquarters in Abidjan,
and UN offices in the west of
the country during the violent
protests.

This followed a call by
UN-backed international |
mediators for the national |
Wthh - 1S

dissolved as its mandate had
run out.

This week the UN
Security Council imposed
sanctions on two youth
leaders accused of helping to
organise the attacks on the
UN, as well as on a rebel
commander.

Pedro Pires was the first president after independence in 1975.

Rumsfeld takes message of support to Algeria

he United States on
Sunday pressed its
efforts to support

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld speaks with reporters following a tour of the Carthage Museum

in Carthage, Tunisia February 11, 2006.

Graft evidence stuns Kenyan MPs

enyan MPs who
interviewed the
xiled former anti-

corruption investigator said
they were “astounded” by
evidence of alleged
government corruption.

John Githongo - who gave
his testimony in London -
has directly implicated
several Kenyan government
ministers in an alleged multi-
million dollar scam.

The head of the
delegation said Mr
Githongo’s information
would be acted upon
following a report to
parliament.

Last year, the whistle-
blower fled to the UK after
he received death threats.

Kenya’s Parliamentary
Public Accounts Committee
does not normally move
outside the confines of the
National Assembly ‘building
in downtow n \lanrobl

But this weekend, senior
members led by committee
chairman, Uhuru Kenyatta,
flew to the Kenyan High
Commission in London.

They wanted to hear and
see for themselves John
Githongo’s testimony and
evidence of corruption in the
Kenyan government.

Mr Githongo said he
could not give his testimony
in Kenya because of death
threats.

Mr Kenyatta said they
have been shocked at what
Mr Githongo had told them.

“Without a doubt, some
of us are actually amazed and
astounded by the extent of
information that he has.

“Ultimately, everything
that we have heard, all the
evidence that we have
gathered, all the material that
we have collected will be
made*® available “to" our
parliament, to the people of

Kenya and to the world as
soon as this report is
completed,” he said.

The scandal may
undermine President Kibaki’s
administration

Mr Kenyatta said John
Githongo was thorough,
convincing and willingly
gave his testimony under
oath.

At the heart of the
allegations are claims that
government ministers
colluded in deals worth
hundreds of millions of
dollars with companies that
either did not exist or
massively inflated their
prices.

And Mr Githongo has
started naming names.

As a result, Kenya’s
finance minister has
resigned, and the energy

minister and vice president |
are having to fend off calls |

for them to-resign too.

moderate North Africa
countries amid worries about
Islamic extremism, with
Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld taking his message
to Algeria.

The United States and
Algeria, the second biggest
country in Africa, began
military exchanges last year
as Washington sought
backing for its campaign
against global terrorism.

Rumsfeld arrived there
from Tunisia on a three-day
trip to North Africa and was
due to visit Morocco next.
The United States regards the
three countries as moderate
forces in the region and
important allies.

While Algeria and
neighboring Morocco have
much history and cultural
heritage in common, they
have had tense relations,
particularly over Western
Sahara.

Morocco, which annexed
Western Sahara in 1975 when
former colonial power Spain
pulled out, fought a guerrilla
war with the Polisario Front
which is based in south-
western Algeria and is
seeking the desert territory’s
independence.

A senior U.S. defense
official traveling with
Rumsfeld said the United
States was striving to
encourage regional
cooperation between Algeria
and Morocco, as well as

Tunisia, but the Western

Sahara dispute was a
stumbling block.
“Secretary Rumsfeld |

obviously is not there to
negotiate this,” the official |
said. The Pentagon
acknowledges that it is a
delicate task for the United !
States to develop a|
relationship with Algeria
without unnerving Morocco. |

Rumsfeld met senior |
leaders in Algeria and was to |
meet with President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika later in
the day.

The official said the
United States was |
considering the possibility of |
military equipment sales to |
Algeria with  which!
Washington opened a
military-to-military |
relationship last year

The official was not|
specific about the nature of
the possible sales beyond |
saying it might involve !
equipment useful for
counter-terrorism.

“They’re looking to
replace their jet aircraft, and |
don’t think that’s in the realm
of possibility yet,” the official
said.

Between 150,000 and
200,000 people have been
killed in Algeria since an
Islamist uprising began in
1992 after authorities
canceled legislative elections
that the Islamic Salvation
Front was poised to win.

|
|
{
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tan reaffirmed its commitment

to the Nuclear Nonprolifera
- Ation Treaty on Sunday, a day
 after its hard-line president im-
plied Tehran was considering
withdrawing from the pact after
being reported to the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

The declaration by the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry came as
inspectors from the U.N. nuclear
watchdog arrived in the Islamic
republic over the weekend to
evaluate what controls remained
on nuclear sites and equipment
after Tehran reduced the
agency’s monitoring power to a
minimum, diplomats said.

Adiplomat told The Associ-
ated Press Saturday that some
seals and cameras had been re-
moved within the last few days,

- suggesting that happened with-
out IAEA supervision. But oth-
ers familiar with the probe said
Sunday they doubted the Irani-
ans would make such a move

 before the arrival of the inspec-
 tors.

. The diplomats spoke on

condition of anonymity because
they weren’t authorized to speak
on the issue.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hamid Reza Asefi urged a
peaceful solution to the dispute
over his country’s nuclear pro-

litical) instrument. We will coop-
erate in the treaty and the safe-
guards’ framework,” Asefi said
at a weekly news conference.

On Saturday, President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad re-
jected U.S. and European pres-
sure to freeze the country’s
nuclear program and hinted that
Iran might withdraw from the
treaty.

“The nuclear policy of the
Islamic Republic so far has been
peaceful. Until now, we have
worked inside the agency (IAEA)
and the NPT regulations,” he
said in a speech before tens of
thousands of Iranians marking
the 27th anniversary of the Is-
lamic Revolution.

“If we sec you want to vio-
late the right of the Iranian people
by using those regulations
(against us), you should know
that the Tranian people will re-
vise its policies,” he said.

He did not specify what
changes Tehran envisioned, but
it was believed to be a threat to
withdraw from the NPT and the
IAEA.

Tehran repeatedly has
stressed the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty allows it to pur-
sueanuclear program for peace-
ful purposes and it has said it
will never give up the right to
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Iran reaffirms nuclear

treaty commitment

develop atomic weapons. The
[AEA reported Tehran to the
Security Council, which has the
power to impose sanctions, ear-
lier this month after talks failed
between the Iranians and Euro-
pean negotiators.

Uranium enriched to a low
degree can be used for nuclear
reactors, while highly enriched
uranium is suitable for warheads.

The foreign ministry
spokesman urged the [AEA and

Europeans to keep open diplo-
matic channels.

“The agency and other par-
ties should not block roads to
Islamic Republic of Iran and
should solve the case in the
framework of the regulations,”
Asefi said.

¢ He rejected comments by
British Foreign Minister Jack
Straw, who said last week that
there was no proof but “very
high level of suspicion” that Iran

was trying to build a nuclear |

weapon.

“How do you apply a policy
of non-trust toward Iran when
there is no-proof that Iran is try-
ing to divert its nuclear program

toward a weapon?” Asefi asked. |

Sharon in critical
condition after surgery

riel Sharon was stable but
critical after an emer
ency surgery to remove

nearly 2 feet of his large intes-
tines, his seventh operation
since suffering a debilitating
stroke last month, the hospital
treating the premier said Sunday.

The four-hour operation on
Saturday was successful, but the
Israeli leader’s already slim
chances for recovery were even
dimmer, doctors said. Sharon has
yet to awaken since his stroke
onlJan. 4.

Israelis closely followed their

77-year-old leader’s latest ordeal,
with TV stations repeatedly
breaking into regular program-
ming for updates, but the coun-
try already has come to terms
with his departure from politics.

Sharon’s political heir. Fhud
Olmert, quickly took the rems as
acting prime minister after
Sharon’s stroke, and appears
poised to lead Sharon’s centrist
Kadima Party to victory n
March 28 elections.

Sharon was rushed 1o sur-
gery Saturday moming after doc-
tors, who had noticed abdomu-
nal swelling, conducted a C1
scah and a laparoscopy. or m-
sertion of a small camera through

the abdominal wall.
Surgeons detected necrotic
or dead tissue in the bowels and

removed 50 centimeters (20
inches), or one-third, of the large
intestine, said Hadassah Hospi-
tal director Dr. Shlomo Meor-
Yosef. It was his seventh opera-
tion'since suffering the stroke
The necrosis was either

. caused by infection or a drop in

the blood supply to the mtes-
tines, something common in ¢o-
matose patients, the hospitakdi-
rector said. Mor-Yosef said doc-
tors did not find blocked blood
vessels.

Mor-Yosef said Saturday’s
surgery was relatively simple,
and that Sharon’s main medical
problem continues to be the
coma. Asked whether Sharon

enrich uranium to produce - Iranian Intelligence Minister, Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejehei, center, attends during a demon- could come out of the coma, Meor-

“We are still committed to  nuclear fuel. stration to mark the 27th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, in Tehran, Saturday Feb. 11, 2006. | Yosefsaid: “All possibilities re-

the pmvisions of the NPT. But The U.S. and its European  The Iranian president on Saturday rejected Western pressure to freeze the country’s nuclear program | main open, but with each pass-
we c¢an tacoept 1ts use asa (po- allies believe Iran is seeking to and issued a valed threat to walk away from the Nuclear Nonprohferatwn Trecty ing day, the chances are lower.™
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PRECIATION

On behalf of all political associates, loyalists, teeming supporters and admirers
of the former Governor of old Kano State and Former Minister of
Communications, Dr. Mohammed Abubakar Rimi, we wish to express our
sincere appreciation to all the people who through personal visits,
representations, phone calls, messages and the medic condoled us over the
heartless murder of his wife, Hajiya Sa’adatu Mohammed Abubakar Rimi and
the death of his son Adamu Mohammed Abubakar Rimi.

Our special appreciation goes to His Excellency, President Olusegun Obasanjo,
His Excellency, Vice-President Atiku Abubakar, His Excellency, Kano State
Governor, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau, and His Royal Highness, Emir of Kano
Alh. (Dr.) Ado Bayero.

We also express our sincere appreciation to former Heads of State, General
Yakubu Gowon (rtd), General Muhammadl Buhari (rtd), General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida (rtd), General Abdussalam Abubakar (rtd), and also
President Shehu Aliyu Shagari and former Head of Interim Government, Chief
Emest Shonekan.

Our sincere appreciation also goes to the Speaker House of Representatives,
Hon. Aminu Bello Masari and entire members, Senate President Ken Nnamani
who sent a Delegation of Distinguished Senators and all Senators who condoled
us, Former Senate Presidents, Chief Evans Enwerem, Mr. Anyim Pius Anyim,
Chief Adolphus Nwabara, Former Deputy Senate President Mr. J ohn Wash .
Pam, former Distinguished Senators and Members of th&zHouse of

‘ Adarini Mga% ‘of Bauch State, Senator

s D}O€ Amlllb“. .‘
A‘h Modu *sn&.ﬁ:‘ofBomo State Ath, Darfjuma Goje of Gombe State, Alh.
mkatﬁquadlmaState AB\ Udesa‘YarAaduwa

SPILE éﬁﬁﬁ\ie%ofﬁokomg Benmwi’lateau Jigawa, Kwara

‘ ’Fﬂmba,a*lbom Enugu,’E%onm, Rlvers,Qross R1ve;s,Delta ‘Edo, Imo

and Ogun States

Our apprec1at10n also goes to all serving and former Ministers who condoled
us, Head of Service of the Federation, Alh. Mahmud Yayale Ahmad, National
Security Adviser General Aliyu Gusau (rtd), Former Governors, Civilian and
Military, Former Speaker of the House of Representatives Alh. Ibrahim Salisu
Buhari, Speakers of States Assemblies and the Members who condoled us,
Supreme Court Judges, Federal Court of Appeal Judges, Federal High Court
Judges, States Chief Judges, States High Court Judges, States Grand Khadis
and Khadis who condoled us.

Our special appreciation also goes to His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto,
Shehu of Borno, His Highness, the Emir of Gwandu, Lamido of Adamawa,
and their Royal Highnesses, Emirs and Chiefs of Katsina, Zazzau, Etsu Nupe,
Suleija, Nassarawa, Daura, Ilorin, Kefti, Hadejia, Gumel, Katagum, Misau,
Biu, Dutse B/Gwari, Jama’are, Ringim, Borgu, Lafia Bare-Bari, Mafara, Fika,
Mubi, Lapai, Damaturu, Gbong Gbong Jos, Atta of Igala, Ohinoyi of Igbiraland,
Deba, Langtang.

We also express appreciation to ACF Chairman Chief Sunday Awoniyi, Former
PDP Chairmen Chief Solomon lar, Mr. Barnabas Gemade, Chief Audu Ogbe,
ANPP National Chairman Chief Don Etiebet, ANPP National Deputy Chairman
Lt. Gen. Jeremiah Useni (rtd), PDP National Chairman Sen. Ahmadu Ali, Former
ANPP National Chairman Dr. Yusuf Garba Ali, National Protem Chairman
MRDD Alh. Gambo Jimeta, H.E. Arc. Kabiru Gaya, H. E. Alh. Abba Musa
Rimi. Titi Ajanaku, Alh. Aminu Saleh, Alh. Magaji Danbatta, H. E. Alh.
Abubakar Hashidu, Owelle Rochers Okorocha, Chief Tom Ikimi, Chief Jim
Nwobodo, Chief Chukwuemeka Eziete, Alh. Ibrahim Tahir Talban Bauchi,
Prof. Ango Abdullahi, Dr. Suleiman Kumo, Comrade Adams Oshiomhole, V.
C. BUK, V. C. Abuja, V. C. NSU, Dr. Olu Onagoruwa, Otunba M.A. Jobi,

'‘Ambassador Noam Katz, Alh. Musa Musawa, Alh. Lawal Kaita, AVM Hamza

Abdullahi (rtd), AVM Nura Imam (rtd), AVM Mukhtar Mohammed (rtd), Alh.
Umar Aliyu Shinkafi Marafan Sokoto, Dr. Mahmoud Tukur, Mr. Dariiel Iyke

; Caﬁiewg nd Ma -.Y"'-',‘.r.‘u gé

Arii mm&akura of Zamfara State the :

Otti, H.E. Alh. Saidu Barda, H.E. Alh. Saleh Minchika, Gen. Halliru Akilu
(rtd.), Brig. General Lawal J. Isa (rtd.), Alh. Aminu Alhassan Dantata, Khalifah

Isyaka Rabiu, Alh. Aliko Gote, Alh. Muhammadu Ndimi, Zanna Dujima of

Borno Alh. Bukar Mandara, Dr. Olusola Saraki, Chairman, KASTU, Alh.
Bature Abdulaziz, Prof. Maurice Iwu, Dim Chukwuemeka Odumegwu
Ojukwu, Owelle of Onitsha and Former IG’s M.D. Yusuf, Ibrahim Coomassie,
Ibrahim Attah, Police, SSS & Other Security Org., Press, Lebanese Comm.

Our endless appreciation also goes to Hajiya Aishatu Aminu Kano, Nana
Rawlings former first lady of Ghana, Hajiya Maryam Babangida, Hajiya
Maryam Sani Abacha, Justice Fati Abubakar, Wives of Governors of Kano,
Jigawa, Katsina, Niger, Hajiya Mariya Sunusi Dantata, wife of late Gen. Hassan
Usman Katsina, Maman Kano and Hajiya Murja Balarabe Musa.

Our Sincere appreciation equally goes to the Ulamas, Chief Imam of Kano,
Sheikh Idris Kuliya Alkali, Khalifah Ismaila Ibrahim, Khalifah Karibullah Nasiru
Kabara, Dr. Ahmad Ibrahim, Imam of Farfaru Mosque Sheikh Abubakar,
Sheikh Dahiru Usman Bauchi, Sheikh Ibrahim Saleh, Sheikh Aminuddeen
Abubakar and all religious leaders who condoléd us, H.E Alh.'Shabai Lafiagi,
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, Deputy Governors of Bauchi, Yobe, Jigawa, Kogi,
Kano and Plateau.

We are especially grateful to all sympathizers such as students, politicians and
Unions such as African Renaissance Party, Igala Cultural and Development
_Assomatxon Kano, Nigerian Agricultural, Co-operative and Rural Development

= Reprmcnmgjeswhocoﬁdoledus .+ e ] Bank Limitge JAFQ,FmofFourtﬁprguﬁthlectgdCommoifs The
- S L -\w% Ngéﬁé@%ﬁh@génbm@nmmkﬂmLﬁeWMmsm
Y : ors, Mr. Orif | ’Vighnte C}rﬁup oTngena,GuarantyTrustBagchichgena niene .
awa. Stite, Mr. Chris | GovernmentEmployees Kano, Shekarau Awared

State Student Association BUK, Kungtyar‘Yan Doys” ,,'Mlyeftl Aﬂah Cﬂ!@
BmdemAssbcmnon of Nigeria, BON ,AFRIBANK, Nahuche Construatlon

Conmmy Mai Buhu Faml,;amfaxa(hmns Rmoumgs ngex;m, L‘fd,Northqn

Couhcil, Nigeriem Instﬁut“c_'ﬂ'v
AHlanceForBemecracyKano C?m usa Rungry:
Mahautan Jihar Kario, Hadadd;yarKnngtyar‘Waana K asty

RATTAWU,NLC, Nigerian Security Printing and Minting Plc, DlamondBad( ;

Plc; NU of Textile Garment & Tailoring, MSS ofNigeria, Destiny Mandate
Group, Oyo State Hausa Community, Nupe United- Progressive Association
(Nupa), 1983 Graduating Students of Bayer6 University, Kano; Judiciary
Staff Association of Nigeria, MRDD, National Board for Technical Education,
Butchers Association Masu Babbakar Kan Shanu, Shekarau Loyalist Forum,
Atiku Youth Awareness Foundation, Jama’atu Nasril Islam, The Association
of Nigerians Residence In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, ACF, Medical &
Health Workers Union of Nigeria, The Council of Women Societies, Nigeria,
Federal Road Safety Commission, Nigerian Institute of Surveyors, GESCO,
The Islamic Foundation of Nigeria, NICO Insurance Corporation, Nigeria
Union of Civil Services Secretarial and Stenographic Workers Kano State.
Orji Kalu Presidential Campaign Organization, Birnin Kudu Old Boys
Association Class 58 Chapter, Grassroot Organization of Nigeria, Hausa
Community Traditional Council, Rivers State, BUK Student’s Union
Government, Youth Movement of Nigeria, DAAR< Communications Limited,
Christian Association of Nigeria, Fulbe Development Association of Nigeria,
PSP SAWABA, Judiciary Staff Association of Nigeria, Embassy of Nigeria
Lome - Togo, APGA, Syrian Arab Consulate, Saudi Arabian Consulate, Niger

Republic Consulate, National Youth Council, National Cotton Association of

Nigeria, other numerous groups at State, National and International Level
who condoled us.

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE, AMIN.

Thank you.
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been drawn to recent newspaper reports suggesting
that the Movement is in disarray. Though, Dr. Marwa had
made a statement upon release by the EFCC that no
comments should come from any of his aides for the time
being on all matters appertaining, we are constrained to
issue this reaction for two reasons: One, it is important
to set /the records straight with regard to the shaping
national political process and dynamics as it relates to
Dr. Marwa, and'second, to use this medium to disabuse
the minds of the reading public, including Dr. Marwa’s
supporters about the fallacy celebrated in the said news
stories.

A careful reading of the newspaper reports show that
the reporters never spoke to anybody in the Marwa
Movement. Biodun Odunuga who was quoted is in fact
Public Affairs Manager of Albarka Airlines and cannot
speak for The Marwa Movement. It may be that the
reporters are hostage to unseen influences, forces and
pressures who are desperate in their attempt to tarnish
Dr. Marwa’s hard-earned reputation.

For the avoidance of doubt, we want to state
unequivocally that The Marwa Movement is greater than
Dr. Marwa as an individual. The Marwa Movement has
gone far beyond Marwa and cannot and will never be in
disarray for it is a movement that is founded on a
philosophy of abiding national values and patriotic
commitment to the progress and prosperity of Nigeria. It
is a movement that though originally nourished by the
peerless contributions of Dr. Marwa to the social, political
and economic development of Nigeria has since developed
its own inertia. It is a movement that fully supports and is
in tandem with the Federal Government in this decisive
phase of our democratic consolidation and unparalled
advances in the key economic sectors as a consequence
of the on-going economic reforms and restructuring,
epitomised by NEEDS.

We wish to state for the information of the reading
public, and not necessarily as a direct response to the said
fietive news-pieees that-the-natienal; zonal; state; Joeal

¢ attention of The Marwa Movement (TMM) has

R

e

s 1
-3

SETTING THE “REconns STRAIGHT
'ON THE MARWA MOVEMENT (TMM)

government and commumty level structures of The
Marwa Movement are alive and well, and still hold their
regular meetings at various levels and have been
discharging their duties, responsibilities ahd assignments
with matchless enthusiasm and boundlesspassmn energy,
commitment and dedication.

A comment is equally required regarding the EFCC
matter involving Dr. Marwa which the reporters expressed
opinions on. The EFCC is a government agency with a
clear mandate and responsibility. It is bound to look into
all matters placed before it. As a law-abiding citizen and
Officer of the Order of the Federal Republic who holds
all Government agencies in high esteem, Dr. Marwa
attended to the EFCC invitation and dutifully cooperated
with them, believing that the matter will be thoroughly
and professionally investigated.

Dr. Marwa, and the entire Marwa Movement believe in
the rule of law and due process, and operate on the
affirmational thesis that such a process should not be
corrupted, thwarted, bent or pressured to attain a certain
end, but must be supported and allowed to run its full
and logical course.

In conclusion, the realization of any political aspiration
by anyone is ultimately a product of the divine law of
destiny which rests with God. If our politicians were to
truly bélieve in this law, there would have been far less
rancour and acrimony in the polity. Only God, the
Almighty, the All knowing, the All seeing knows
tomorrow. No one else. Dr. Mdrwa and the entire Marwa
Movement are fervent believers in destiny as the political
process unfolds and we will continue to work and walk
in this direction, with fact, commonsense, decorum, ethical
responsibility, continued support and loyalty to the
Federal Government and the Fear of God as our guiding
principles.

Signed

ENGR. MOHAMMED LAWAL
SECRETARY

- THE MARWAMOVEMENT




URTALAMUHAMMED
E

M
MEMORIALLECTURE

* The Murtala Muhammed Foundation (MMF)
Under the Distinguished Chairmanship of

President Olusegun Obasanjo
Cordially invites the general public to the

10" Annual Murtala Muhammed Memorial Lecture

The:
AFRICA: ANEW AGENDA

Keynote Speaker

Right Honorable Jack Straw

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary

-
Date: Tuesday, 14" of February 2006

Time: 10.00 a.m. _

(Members of the public are to be seated at 10.00 a.m prompt)

Venue: The Auditorium, Ecowas Secretariat
60 Yakubu Gowon Crescent
Asokoro District, Abuja

CONTRACTS

Mrs. Aisha Oyebode Press and Public Affairs Section
Executive Secretary British High Commission, Abuja
Murtala Muhammed Foundation, Lagos 08056893331

08062740283

234-1-2692985, 2692840, 4706G70
E.mail: murtalamuhammedf@aol.com
www.murtalamuhammedfoundation.com
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It is glaring that most of the ANPP Governors in attendance at
' the mecting were there in order to settle a score of which they
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In the case of Zamfara State governor, Ahmed Sani his fear of
the growing popularity and the strength of Senate Minority Leader,
Senator Lawal Shaibu, also a gmimim and promising
Gubernatorial Candidate made him to ensure that the
Distinguished Senator was suspe the party.

The most surprising case is the ssue of Kano State Governor,
Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau who was a party to the decision of
the Kano People’s Forum, vwhich denounced any
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We are therefore at this point sending some wards of caution
into the ears of so called party leaders like Etiebet and his crowd
that such behaviors will greatly destroy the party. This is becau
the decision taken at the illegal NEC meeting are in opposition
to the beliefs and ideals of party supporters and members across
the country, »

We are therefore telling Chief Etiebet to leave Sokoto State party

ﬁiﬁiﬁ‘ii}ﬁ? am‘} &dmiﬁiﬂmiive mac%xifm 3& msm: TM are

Our stand therefore is that the illegal NEC meeting was detrimental
to the unity and sustenance of democracy in the party. We also
view it as an attempt by Sponsored &gx:mx to destroy the
formidable m Emmg the only genuine opposition machinery
in gimx / ¢ urge elders of the party to resist such

To the ANPP Sokoto State EXCO, we wish to state that what
has transpired at the NEC meeting has clearly shown the colour
and type of person Alivu W amako is they should as a matter of
urgency apply all the necessary party constitutional Provisions
wnction him for anti-party activities.

VoS S gnony *?

: for the wise. — We have spoken
out for ow fwx‘é outing

. God bless Sokoto State

watch
Signed.

.Mustapha Umar, o
Secretary
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Ahmed Makarfi |

West African

Yhe Fedeml Government
I says it will disburse credit
facilities worth N50 billion
. to farmers across the country in
: a bid to boost agricultural
. production.
: The disbursement which is
. to be done through the Central
. Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and other
. financial houses will attract low
. interest rates and will be
: monitored by a presidential
committee.
Governor Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi of Kaduna
. State, who is a member of the
presidential committee to
monitor the disbursement said
the credit ‘'which is for
agricultural processing and
production rather than marketing
is aimed at boosting and
i improving the nation’s economy.
Makarfi who disclosed this
to newsmen last week when he
received a delegation of First City
Monument Bank (FCMB) led by
its managing director, Ladi
Balogun implored the bank to
partner with the government in
providing micro credit facilities

and acquisitions between

| strong and weak insurance firms
- have

begun as ongoing
consolidation in the insurance

. sector moves into due drhgence

stage.

Investigations by Business
Trust over the weekend revealed
that some medium sized
insurance firms: have

. approached some , notable
. insurance underwriters for

merger and acquisitions as the

. February 2007 deadline for re-

capitalisation of insurance firms
approaches steadily. A handful
of insurance operators
approached by Business Trust
confirmed the development, but

Mr. Tony Ojeme said his

said the talks were still on

formative stage.
(Currencies Jcus-mm
i .

Unit of Account
. Country N Equivalent
 TheGambia = 6.0320
. Ghana {00143
. Guinea 0.0588
 Liberia 1.8633
S/Leone 3,563.84
Nigeria 192.48
‘ Parallel Market
§»- f Average
Dollar | 144 145
1262

Pounds { 261

i

{ICON Insurance Plc says
iit'has revived its office in
I the United Kingdom while

I necessary steps are being taken
to star{ a new company in the UK.

THIS’ development is taking
| /' place 'even as the company has
already paid $650,000 to acquire
an insurance license in Sao Tome
and Prmcrpe to start business in
. that country.

NICON’s chief executive
officer, Barrister Jimoh Ibrahim

g Tl R

* who disclosed this while receiving
. the group managing director of

- Wema Bank Plc, Mr. Adebisi
: Omoyemr and his management

ivil servants in EKiti State

‘ will sbon enjoy a group

life @ssurance scheme

_being  packaged by MCON
: Insurance Plp

Already] the state governor,

Chief Ayo F'ayose has given his

| Prom AbdulRaheem Aodu, |
l Correspondent, Kaduna {
to small scale farmers who are
unable to provide the required
collateral loans.

“I am pleased to hear that
you are interested in disbursing

credit facilities in agriculture. | §
closely an;

This follows
important meeting held
yesterday (Tuesday) inAbuja on
agricultural development, Mr.
President has mandated both
CBN and other financial houses
to disburse more than N50
billion to farmers at interest rates
less than 8 percent. Aftér beating
about the bush for a long time
we are now on the right track.”

“A recent report showed
that if we continue to develop
agriculture the way we are
currently doing, Nigerian
economy would be one of the
best 20 economies in the world
come 2020. We would want to

Recapitalisation. Insurance
firms begin merger talks

| eliminary discussions that
= may result in mergers

|  From Abdulwahab lsa
Busmms (()nespondem Lagos

company had been approached
by some undisclosed insurance
firms in the direction of merger
and acquisition. He said Niger

Insurance has commenced a due !
diligence exercise on thos¢ firms |
with a view to x-raying their !
potentials. Due diligence is |
conducted by one firm on the
seeking merger. to |
and |
potentials of such firms. The |

other

determine. viability

exercise reveals liabilities, assets

and the worth of the companies !

concerned. -
Besides Niger Insurance,

sources confided in Business : |

Trust that Corner Stone
Insurance, IGI, dnd NICON

Insurance Corporatron may |

have been wooed by some firms
for a pact

ENICON Insurance revives UK office,
‘moves o Sao Tome Principe

team in Abuja last wook said
NICON would sodn begin serious
business in the two countries.

Barrister (Ibrahim also said
NICON would sgon collaborate
with Global Fle‘l‘to brandssomo
filling station§ in Abuja and ag()s
as NICON Ener&,y !

'Mr. Orhoyemii in his response
expresscd the belief in Barrister
Ibrahim’s ability to move NJCON
to 'greater helghle saying Wema
Bank would b happy doing
business with NICON which he
hoped, would become a dominant
player in th¢ cofintry’s eronomy
in three years.

kit workers to enjoy ife insurance

NICON had already started
paying outstanding claims,

including the $500,000 claim by !
the NNPC which he said wotld | |
soon be paid. Based on that fact, | |
the NICON boss' proposed the |

group life assurance scheme

_Daily Trust

Food security: FGto give

partner with FCMB in granting
micro credit loans to small
holdmg farmers.

“Also we have just srgned
an MOU with federal minister
of water resources on irrigation
to complete and manage dams

N50bn credit to farmers

within the state. We hope you
will grant us the facility to
complete the dams while we pay
back before the end of the year,”
he said.

We intend to offer credit
facilities at single digit interest
rates to farmers. We

Monday, February 13, 2006

ready to provide the state
government with finances on
major tractor procurement

“Since agriculture
contributes 40% to Nigeria's
gross domestic product (GDP),

welare ready to support and

boost it,” he said.

OPEC president and secretary general, Dr. Edmund Daukoru, speaking with ]aumahsts at the OPEC meeting in Vienna,
Au\‘ma Watchmg from the far left is tbe head of OPEC’s Energy Studies Department, Mollammed Halnel.

for2

basis.

ﬁloor shops respectively). i,

NOTICE OF REVOCATION

This 1s to notify all thOse that bought Application Forms for the purchase of shops at
the AMAC Ultra Modem Shopping Complex, and failed to pay the first installment
in accordance withithe payment schedule stipulated in thc Forms and subsequ ent
extension periods given, that their Forms are hereby cancelled with effect from 6"
February, 2006, and monies paid for the Forms are hersby forfeited in accordance
with the conditions oi [ the application.
As areplacement far the oancelled forms, limited number ot Application Forms are
now obtainable at Diamond Bank, Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent, Wuse 11,
Abuja Branch (0804380f293)

Cost ofeach Application Form
isN 100 000 noh refundable fee
(deductable from final cost
of shopﬂ @ N2.85Million for
1* Floor and N2. 75Million

\

Please note that each Application Form must be accompanied with payment of
first installment of 25% of the cost of shop and payment for second installment
shall close on March 31%,2006. Forms will be sold on a first come, first served

Serious interested purchasers may contact: 09-5235451, 08035965598 for further

assurance jof an immediate which the governor assented to. enqumes
approval of the scheme. ‘The governor expressed i
Fayose gave the promise in  delight on‘the proposal and | '
Abuja last week during a visit to prornised to work with NICON @ | SIGNED:
NICON ehief executive,, and thanked the company for . |
Barrister JimohyIbrahiny, . & & the job opportunities', it.is i : E:
- This followed ‘Barristers ereatingy for the ~y0mlx in tbe AMAC = D& BLIMITED:-! DIAMOND BANK
Jimah’s annq)mceguat thu "WITZ £'2° 285535 5 Slg ; —— :
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AP storms Kaduna fair
with products

frican Petroleum Plc,
one of the major mar
keters of petroleum
Products in the country has
announced plans to partici-
pate actively at this year’s
Kaduna International Trade
fair billed to hold between
February 17 and 26™ 2006.
Amongst the company’s
lubricants that would show-
case at the fair are Super V,
- Visco 2000 and AP Henry
‘ Duty Motor Oil, AP Motor
. cycle oil and AP Generator oil.
Mrs Ellen Idigbe, the
company’s corporate affairs

[From Mohammed Shosanya,

manager who disclosed this
to Business Trust said the lu-
bricants would be sold to visi-
tors at the AP pavilion at dis-
count prices while other gifts
of the company would be
taken away by customers for
their purchases during the
fair.

She also said her compa-
ny’s sales personnel and En-
gineers would be there to of-
fer professional advice to
customers on AP’s lubricants
application and other related

NNPC seeks land in
Kebbi for ethanol project

he Nigerian National

Petroleum Corpora

tion (NNPC) has re-
quested for 10,000 hectares of
land in Kebbi State for the
cultivation of sugarcane and
i maize for its automotive
| biomass ethanol pilot pro-
| gramme.

Already, the state govern-

- ment has started ‘surveying
. the identified Fadama areas of
. the state with very rich soil
. for the pilot sugarcane fuel
- ehanol pilot programme.
. A statement signed by the
| senior special assistant on
media and publicity to the
governor, Abdullahi Idris
Zuru said the choice of the
state for the pilot programme
was disclosed by the state
governor, Alhaji Muhammad
Adamu Aliero when he re-
ceived members of the state
chamber of commerce and in-
dustries on a courtesy visit
at the weekend.

The Governor said the
choice of Kebbi state was
based on clinical examination
of different locations across
the country by the officials of
the Nigerian National Petro-

leum Corporation (NNPC)
which found the state one of
the most suitable for the pro-
gramme.

He said when the pro-
posed programme is actual-
ised and subsequently fruit-
ful results achieved Kebbi
State which had just wit-
nessed completion of three
factories about to be commis-
sioned, will also make an en-
try into the nation’s oil indus-
trial complex.

He therefore urged mem-
bers of the business commu-
nity in the state to liaise with
farmers in the state on one
hand and the officials of the
NNPC on the other with a view
to spear heading the project
in the state.

Similarly, Governor Aliero
has invited the leadership of
the chamber to take over the
state government’s shares in
the transformer production
factory and household mate-
rials manufacturing factory
(MLAMIN) jointly estab-
lished by the state govern-
ment and two foreign inves-
tors.

information on the company’s
products and services.

While explaining that the
recent upgrade of her compa-
ny’s lubricants blending facil-
ity at its Apapa installation
and appointment of the lubri-
cants distributors nationwide
have occasioned availability
of the lubricants to custom-
ers, Mrs Idigbe further added
that distribution channels
have been improved follow-
ing the purchase of additional
lubricants trucks.

These trucks, she stated
will enable African Petroleum
take advantage of the bulk lu-
bricants business opportuni-
ties in the country as well as
facilitate promote delivery of
products to customers

Truest

BusiINESS TRUST

Students visit a stand at a recent international trade Sair. Kaduna will host another fair begining this week.

Union Bank creates value with electronic banking

nion Bank of Ni

geria Plc is partici

pating at this
year’s Kaduna International
Trade Fair commencing on
Friday, February 17, to fur-
ther create value for its cus-
tomers and prospective ones
with its seamless electron-
ics banking services.

These include Tel-
ephone Banking, the Auto-
mated Teller Machine
(ATM) card named
Easycash that will enable
customers and visitors to
the bank’s stand withdraw
cash, obtain their account
balances and statements as
well as Union Value Card,
which enable customers to
download and replenish
their money to the tune of
N16.5 million.

According to the bank’s
senior manager corporate af-
fairs, Mr. Francis Barde in-
vestors can enjoy immense
benefits from the bank’s
support in expanding exist-
ing and rviving ailing busi-
nesses, establish new ven-
tures and export high qual-
ity products for foreign ex-
change earnings through its
SME and export financing

schemes.

Also, farmers can in-
crease their productivity
through the bank’s agricul-
tural financing scheme,
which is one of the bank’s
core products meant to im-
prove farmers’ lot and assist

in achieving the goal of food
security and poverty allevia-
tion in the country.
Information on the
bank’s electronic products,
savings and current ac-
counts, imports/exports fi-
nancing, SME/agricultural

financing, trade and ¢

merce, foreign exchange
transactions, leasing, oil and
gas and solid minerals, n-
ternational money transfer
products, as well as prod-
ucts/service of subsidiaries
will available at the fair

Afribank offers services at Kaduna fair

xhibitors and partici
pants at this year’s
Kaduna Interna-
tional Trade Fair are in for a
better treat as Afribank Ni-
geria Plc has concluded ar-
rangements to offer value-
added services at the ten-
i day event which beings on
Friday, 17" February, 2006.
! already, the bank has mobi-
lised its customer facing and
relationship management
groups to offer full banking
services at the fair.
According to the man-
agement, the bank has put
up a‘complete banking hall

equipped WAl oniad Gal-A] dommercifl BahKind aitdnii : A
Lime Seevices al whe faie =i Fhere-w+l wise be desk —@wsdudes wllkaion —

ground to enable customer
and participants enjoy full
banking services through-
out the fair. With the on-line
real time services, custom-
ers of Afribank and other
participants will able to ac-
cess their accounts, make
withdrawals, deposit and
transfer funds at the bank’s
stand.

A release signed by
Lanre Alabi said various fi-
nancial services of the bank
will be available to all cus-
tomers. Special desks have
been created for corporate,
consumer and retail, and

to answer enquiries from
shareholders and investors
on the bank’s successful
consolidation programme,
its’ N30 billion shareholders’
funds and its plans for the
future.

Customers and exhibi-
tors to the fair will enjoy the
bank’s traditional services
like cash management and
opening of new accounts at
concessionary rates. The
Bank will also offer such
services as funds, transfer,

sale of examination forms, |

Value card services, bills col-
lection, and revwgnyerand

The Certified Pension
Institute of Nigeria

¢ PROGRAMME

Education

Management Product

®Annual Public Lecture

National
Executive

Secretary
The Certified Pension Institute of Nigeria
256 tkorodu Road, {2nd Floor),
After Falemi Building, Obanikero,

Lagos, Nigeria.

Tei. 234-1-3114509, 08053414144

®Qualifying Professional Exam

¥ Computsory Continuous Professionat Education

$induction of new members

$ Compulsory Continuous Professional Education
# Annual Pension Conference

¢ Annual General Meeting
# Qualifying Professional Exam

®induction of New Members

cretariat

Announces

PROGRAMME OF THE YEAR 2006

Al qualified members of The Certified Pension Institute of Nigeria, students
members and the general publics are implored to take note of the following
programme of the year 2006

DATE

Compulsory Continuous Professional

March

® National Workshop on Marketing of Financial
Services with Emphasis on Pension Fund

April
May

June
July

July

# National Workshop on:Pension Practice,
Risk & Investment Management

Nov

Nov

Dec

or the addresses below:

DURATION

One day

Two days
Three days
One day
One day

One day

Two days
One day
Two days
One day
Three days

Two days

VENUE

Lagos

Abuja

All centres

Abuja

Lagos

Abuja

Abuja

Lagos

Abuja

Abuja

All centres

Abuja & Lages

Abuja
Abuja District Society of CPIN

29 Durban

Emall: pansionin
certifiadpernsio
Wabsite: viwv.pensio:

cloLuka Dalang

Sigma Vau%hn Sterling Pensions Lid
treet

Off Adetokunbo Ademola Crescent

Wuse lI, Abuja. Tel.: 08023220010

le@cs.com
GO COMm
Hude.com



http://www.pensioninstitute.com
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aviation

he presidential task
force on aviation
has identified the imp-
osition of non-professionals
at management positions in
parastatals in the industry as
one of the greatest impedi-
ments to its growth.
Chairman of the task
force, Air vice Marshal Paul
Dike made this known at the
end of a visit to,all aviation
formations in Lagos.
According to him, outs-
iders that moved into the ind-
ustry had resulted in stagn-
ation of insiders, adding that
parastatals in the industry

had more administrative staff -

than technical staff.
Paul Dike lamented further

Business Trust
ST TR WEEETE T SRR e
Non-professionals impede

growth -Tusk force

From Shakirat
Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

that the aviation industry
which is a technical one, did
not have enough manpower
in the critical sector of the
industry.

Other problems confron-
ting the industry as enumer-
ated by the task force inclu-
de poor infrastructure, inef-
fective regulatory oversight,
and premature retirement of
experienced professionals,
massive corruption and weak

: capital base of the local
irlines.

force is currently scrutinizing

-all the submissions and

representations in line with
the facts uncovered during
the tour of the airports.

The task force that has
rounded up its hearing in
Lagos said it has started
deliberating on its findings
and would make recomme-
ndations in relating to their
terms of reference to the
government.

“The task force is working
speedily but conscientiously
to submit an interim report
within the next 10 days, while
the final repSrt<Will Be ready
before the end of nextsmonth,”

irgin Nigeria, the
nation’s new carrier
is to train 60 Nigerian

pilots and engineers at the
Nigerian College of Aviation
Technology (NCAT), Zaria
using foreign instructors.
Virgin Chief Executive,
Mr. Coniad Clifford who led a
team frc m the company’s
manageme tat NCAT yester-

. day annour..ed that the com-

pany will scor ta 12 delivery
of six additio.\ | F< 2ing 737
aircraft said, “wc n.ed pilots
to handle them and engineers
to maintain them.”

Mr Clifford expressed sat-
isfaction with the facilities at
the college adding that, *
seems that all the facilities for
training are here, it only needs
a bit of funding from the gov-
emment.”

He said Virgin Nigeria has
20 foteignilots out of a total
of 40 imvitsemployment add-
ing that tti€ gompany has dec-

2006

Virgin Nigeria harps on pilot training

From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief (Kaduna)

ided to ensure that all the 60
Nigerian pilots it is bringing
on board are trained at NCAT.
“We need between 50
and 60 pilots and I will take 24
months to train them in diff-
erent batches starting with 20
this year,” he added.
Clifford said the instruc-
tors will be engaged from abr-
oad to train the pilots while
NCA ™ will support with gro-
und in *ruction experts.
“We 7il' biing our instru-
ctors and stud-afs but will
want them to have tb2 ~train-
ing here so that we car 101-
itor their training closei ’
“That way we canbe s a-
of the standarg of inst' ic
tions and have the trainis 1
-iwlthln Nigeria?rather than
‘oVerseas. ’

He said the nation’s avia-
tion industry is becoming dy
namic inspite of the recen
fortunate incidents. “There is
quite a lot of choice in Nigeria
in terms of airliners and we are
just making sure of higher
standards,” he added

He said Virgin Nigeria wil
soon expand its scope of
operations adding that in May
this year it will start flying 1«
Dubai, Dakar and later Abid-
Jan and Bamako. “We are try-

ing to create a regional route
from Lagos,” he declared
NCAT’s deputy rector,

Mr. Kole Osaretin Uhuegho
who commended Virgin Nig-
eria for the initiative promised
full cooperation but said the
college will verify the qualific-
ations of the instructors
noping that instrygiass at the
college will beneﬁl‘fﬂefm elir
periencg. '~ THAIT

He noted thatghgdasks RikeAdded. o217
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_1ST-TIER SECURITIES

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

Company Name
ADSWITCH PLC.

Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC.

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRESCO PLC.
Sector Totals
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE

DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.

R.T. BRISCOAE PLC.
Sector Totals

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC

AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.

DIAMOND BANK PLC

EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
GTBANK PLC.

INVESTMENT BANKING

_ .. INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.

NAL BANK PLC.

OCEANIC BANK PLC

PLATINUM BANK PLC

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.

UNITY BANK PLC =

UNIVERSAL TRUSTBANKPLC "~~~ . .
WEMA BANK PLC.

ERERERIES
.. CHAMPON BREWERIES uc : ;
umm mm:s nc

NT PLC. - FE T a -
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAN®D CEMENT CO. LC.

Sgvier Teash 3
THEMICAL & PANTS o igrsd
BERGER PAINTS PLC.

"m'ﬂxn&nc TTERIARRINGTIRTY

NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS H.C
" Sester Totals
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
- NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC.
Sector Totals
CONGLOMERATES
A.G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
CF AONIGERIA PLC.
CHELLARAMS PLC. -
JOHN HOLT PLC.
P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
SCO ANIGERIA PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
CONSTRUCTION
CAPALBETO
Sector Totals
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
Sector Totals
FOOTWEAR
LENNARDS (NIGERIA) PLC.
Sector Totals
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICAL PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUMACO PLC.
B.0O.C. GASES PLC
NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC.
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN YEAST & ALCOHOLIC MANU, PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
VONO PRODUCTS PLC.
Sector Totals
INSURANCE
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC
AIICO INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC.
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals
MANAGED FUNDS
C & 1 LEASING PLC
Sector Totals
MARITIME
JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC
Sector Totals e
PACKAGING
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
CONOIL PLC
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
OANDO PLC
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC
Sector Totals
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC.
Sector Totals
REALESTATE
UACN PROPERTY, DEVELOPM[NT PLC,
Sector Totals
TEXTILES
UNITED RISE@RRBIDE1LES PLC.

: ~S¢dorTonh . /\\»7
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31
137
81
75
46

372

68
95

18
137
25
26
377

Quotation(N)
1.35

1.49
17.00
10.50

2.69
5.50

2.67
9.10
7.75
2.26
5.11
3430
13.75
4.57
9,71
2.80
5.90
2.60°
12.20
2848 7
2.50

1.45

1.14
3.60
0.83
1.47
16.20
0.97
16.40
19.90
0.71

13.30

28.00
67.04
26.10
67.00
195.00
15.21

2.50
10.00
5.36
3.23

1.03
2.81
3.63
0.70
2.28
5.01
1.04

0.72
2.39
1.44
0.61
2.80
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123,953.57, while the market capitalisation of listed equities closed

NSE fiiaiover
rises to N8.7bn

he Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) last week recorded a
' turnover of 527.8 million shares worth N8.7 billion in
19,208 deals was recorded this week, in contrast to a
'total of 573.9 million shares valued at N5.71 billion exchange
last week in 18,701 deals. This included a total of 1 million units
(of 2" FGN Bond 2008 series 3 worth N1 billion.
There were no transactions in the state government boads
jand industries loans/preference stocks sectors.
. The Banking subsector was the most active during the week
\(measured by turnover volume), with 441.5 million shares worth
'N5.8 billion exchanged by investors in 8,163 deals. Volume in
the Banking sub-sector was largely driven by actively in the
shares of Union Bank of Nigeria Plc and First City Monument
Bank Plc. Trading on the shares of the two banks accounted for
215.1 million shares, representing 48.7% of the sub-sector’s
turnover. The Building materials subsector followed on the
week’s activity chart with a turnover of 19.15 million shares
valued at N366.15 million in 1,244 deals. Last week, the Baking
subsector led and was followed by the insurance sub-sector.
The All-Share Index rose by 1.3% to close on Friday at

higher at N2.59 trillion.

Forthy-two (42) stocks appteclated in pnce during the week,
higher than the twenty-nine (29) in the preceding week. Total
Nigeria Plc led on the week’s gainers; table with a gain of N8.45
to close at N190.95 per share while Nig. Bottling Co. Ple
following with N6.35 to close at N67.00 per share, other prices
\gainers in the top 10 category include: Nestle Nigeria Plc (N4.98),
'Cadbury Nigeria Plc (N2.04), Oando Plc (N2.03), 7-Up Bottling
‘Co. Plc (N1.85), Ashaka Cem Plc (N1.56), Conoil Plc (N1.53),
‘Flour Mills Nig. Plc (N1.09) and Guinness Nig Plc (N1.00)

Thirty-one (31) stocks suffered price depreciation, lower
‘than the forty-one (41) that suffered the same fate in the
preceding week. African Petroleum Plc led on the decliners’
table, dropping by N2.75 to close at N41.15. Northern Nig.
Flour Mills followed with a loss of N1.04 to close at N15.21 per
share. Other price losers in the top 10 category include: Presco

Plc (NO. 57), DN Meyer Plc (N0.39), Unileva'Nigen'a Plc (NO.32),
'Nigen‘a—ﬂerman Chefhicals Plc (NO21);RT Briscoe Plc (N0.20),
~ Standard A lfiance Insurance Plc (N©. 18);and Eongrman Nrgm
|(N0.16) and Pharma-Deko Pic (N0.15)

£




ome and sit by the fire.
Fatima Yussif, my host
A&/ ess, pushes a few small
oats aside and points invit-
igly at a stool. Milk simmers
apot above the flames. It will
: breakfast for the several chil-
en who are still asleep in the
rge family bed in her tent.

The wind blows relent-

'ssly across the savannah. It

bitterly cold as the winter
wwn shimmers through gray
‘ouds of dust. The men, shep-
*rds of the Shanabla tribe, re-
'rn shivering from their noc-
nal rambles. They wear thick
rercoats with extra blankets
tapped around their shoul-
ers. They guide the flocks
‘ong to their farig, or family
amp, where I’ve become a
>mporary live- in relative.
atima’s small’tent is pitched
2xt to that of her favorite son.

A nomad’s tent is almost al-

ays a woman'’s property and
esponsibility. Usually it is
ichly adorned with colored
“oth and plaited, leather bags,
ut; Fatima has furnished hers
naringly. There is a roll-up bed
iade of dried palm fronds, and
ext to it an utfa, a woman’s
amel saddle, which is stuffed
ith leather bags and gourds.
he wall behind the bed is cov-
red with dark brown cowhides.
here is a wooden trough, sev-
-al stools and a few cooking
iensils. That’s all.

Fatima runs the household
wostly on her own. Her hus-
and, Mohamed Nur, works in
¢ camel market of El Obeid,
ie capital of Sudan’s Northern
.ordofan province, about 40
ilometers (25 mi) northwest.

uring the great drought of
)84 and 1985, which affected
yme 4.5 million people from
had to the Red Sea, the family
st much of its livestock, and
‘ohamed was forced to go to
wn to look for work. He ended
9 building a house there, mar-
7ing a second wife and start-
| g a second family. Now, he
sits the farig once a week.

Among the nomadic and
mi-nomadic tribes in northern
idan, wives enjoy a great deal
" freedom because the male
:ad of the family spends much
| ne away from home traveling
| ith camels or, as Mohamed
| es, working in town to sup-
ement the income the family
sts from livestock. When the
asband is absent, women run
eir lives independently, al-

Sudanese desert shepherds have flourishing herds

WSudanese Shepherds tells their stories

though they will often consult
male relatives on important de-
cisions. In terms of a woman’s
workload, a husband’s pres-
ence does not make much dif-
ference: Fetching water and fire-
wood, cleaning, looking after
children and small animals,
cooking, washing, mending
clothes, weaving mats, selling
milk and setting up and break-
ing down the tent are all wom-

*en’s jobs. Although family life

without a husband’s consistent
presence has disadvantages; it
lightens.a wife’s load'in:one re-
spect! It'means ‘a greatly re-
duced stream of visitors for
whom tea, coffee and meals
must be prepared.

The bleak sun hovers
above the treetops as Fatima’s
daughter, Aisha, carries two
jerry cans to the paved road.
The plastic containers are filled
with goat’s milk, and she will
sell them to the wholesale
buyer who passes by at eight
every morning. He will sell the
milk in the market in El Obeid.
Other tribes frown on this prac-
tice because the custom of the
region demands that milk be
distributed free, not for profit.

Aisha and Fatima, however,
have more basic issues to worry
about. The Shanabla tribe (pro-
nounced sha-NA-bla) is unique
among the major tribes of North
Kordofan, because the
Shanabla have no dar, or gov-
ernment- recognized homeland.
As a result, the tribe leads an
entirely nomadic existence.
Until recently, this was easy be-
cause there were enough com-
munal grazing grounds to ac-
commodate the Shanabla’s
camels, cattle, sheep and goats.
Farmers, who are mainly from
the Bederia and Gawaama
tribes, were usually pleased
when Shanabla arrived on their
lands: After all, animal dung is
excellent fertilizer, and it came
free of charge.

sl 2hiokitiog bas an! 2if

hep
But times have been chang-
ing. Since the 1970’s, govern-
ment-supported, investment-
driven agriculture has put vast
areas of formerly pastoral land
to the plow throughout the
White Nile region. In the last
decade, Sudan’s agricultural
area has grown by about 30 per-
cent, much of it on land that the
Shanabla used during the dry
season, from October to May.
But without a dar, Shanabla
have been powerless to check
this encroachment on their re-
sources. Now, many of their
wells lie inaccessible on farm-
land that also often blocks tra-
ditional migration routes. As a
result, the tribe has been forced
to spend less time in more fer-
tile regions and more in the drier
lands, where grazing can be
scarce and where long-term
desert climate cycles have made
droughts worse.

All of this means that
Shanabla livestock have less to
eat, and many Shanabla are
struggling to maintain their
subsistence livelihoods, Indus-
trial-farm landowners are not
generally among the farmers
that host the Shanabla, and the
small-time tribal farmers who re-
main, are increasingly likely to
object to the arrival of itinerant
Shanabla.

This is exactly the situation
at Fatima’s farig. After hearing
about a neighbouring farmer’s
complaint that Shanabla sheep
and camels had once again
eaten into his harvest, Fatima’s
brother Ibrahim, who has joined
her by the fire, comments flatly,
“Our animals have to eat.” To
prevent trouble, Ibrahim says,
he and his brothers have taken
to letting their flock browse at
night.

As we sit chatting around
the fireya farmer’s wife rides by
ona donkey. As one of the fami-

sposefb;apkmrei;l the de

ly’s guard dogs begins to bark,
she shouts, “This is our land!
It would be better if that dog
looked after your herd!”
Ibrahim sighs. “A farmer can
stick his spade into the ground
anywhere he wants,” he com-
plains, “but nobody seems to
care about the needs of no-
mads. It’s all one big headache.
If he loses sight of his animals,
even for the shortest time, he
will be in trouble with a farmer.”

Ibrahim has a point: As
untilled pastureland shrinks,
crop damage by livestock is on
the rise. If a farmer is not
pleased with the compensation
settlement he is then offered by
a Shanabla shaykh, the farmer
can take his case to court,
where nomads have no say in
the assessment of damages nor
any right of appeal. As one
Shanabla shaykh put it dryly,
“Conflicts between herders and
farmers are as old as Cain and
Abel.”

Pastoralism in the Sudan is
a centuries-old form of natural
resource use and management.
It entails varied types of move-
ment, ranging from pure no-
madism, typically characterized
by camel breeding and long-
distance, year-round move-
ment, to periodic, seasonal
(“transhumant”) movement
over shorter distances. Some
pastoralists are “agro-
pastoralists,” which means that
they combine seasonal farming
with livestock-raising, and
varying degrees of nomad-
ism. .

After the herdsmen have
breakfast and a few hours’
sleep, it is time for the camels
to graze. Ibrahim has grown-up
sons who help him with these
tasks. His younger boys take
caré of the sheep and goats.
Girls do some of the domestic
chores. “It’s a hard life,” both

{

Ibrahim and Fatima agree, “but
don’t forget that in the rainy
season, our lives are a lot hap-
pier. During the wet summers
there is grass everywhere. No
trouble with angry farmers
then!” they say cheerfully.
Omar Egemi is ar assistant
professor of geography at the
University of Khartoum, and he
is also employed by the United
Nations Development Program
(undp) to study ways to reduce
resource-based, conflicts be-

tween farmeqs and nomads,
When he s was young, his father

was a Nile Valley trader who
bartered with the Beja, a camel-
herding tribe that lives in east-
ern Sudan and southeastern
Egypt. As a child, Omar was
fascinated by the Beja's stories
and lifestyle. Later, he traveled
with them and wrote a1 master’s
thesis about subsist. ice eco-
nomics in the Red Sc.: hills. He

confirms what Fai: ma and
Ibrahim say. “Hali ! Sudan
consists of land that i - not suit-

able for agriculture. Only no-
mads know what to do with
these areas. The fattcst sheep

and camels for the n: . ket are
reared in marginal ai. . where
no human being war . to live.
The livestock secto: nnually
contributes $140 mi: onto the

national economy. That is 23
percent of total [national] ex-
ports,” Egemi exclaims. adding
that this income fro:: the no-
madic sector is secoixi only to
that of the oil sector.

But in spite of thi- statistic,
Egemi asserts that -cientists,
development work. -, policy
makers and politiciar - have all
tended to “favor a. cultural
development at the . - >ense of
pastoralism.” This. -c says,
leads to fewer peo; taking
part in livestock ra: g, food
insecurity among n ads, in-
creased farmer-nc :d con-
flicts and the concc  ation of
livestock in fewer ha: - .. Egemi

can only shake hlS head at all
this.

“Pastoral movement is an
efficient adaptation to non-
equilibrium ecologies,” he ex-
plains. “Mobility is the only
way to rear animals in marginal

areas on a sustainal  basis.”
In addition, it is e- :tal to
maintain—as the Sh:: :blaand

others do—a diversity of live-
stock, to split large units into
smaller ones in times of drought
and to use regional, non-hier-
archical decision-m:"'

ing sys-

tems thatrespondef  ently to
changing conditior

Judiya is the A1 ¢ word

for the traditional means of rec-
onciling tribal conf! It is

based on mediatic Jive-
ness and agreeme ines,
rewards and restit Vhen

there is resoluuo i % at.ben

P REVE B

ST AR I

Making a hiv

formalized with a recitation fi
the Qur’an.

Better than reconciliati
of course, is conflict prev
tion. Shanabla will often dor
small goats and firewood
farmers, and they will also
sesame oil, soap and grain fr
them. Most significantly, ti
will intermarry with farme¢
And for any Shanabla fest
ity, farmers in the area are
ways invited. Many farmers|
among the guests ata marriz
celebration taking place in |
Shanabla camp of Shay
Abdel Bagi, 2 prominent Iin
stock trader. For him, good
lations ‘with the people |
whose land he and his clan ¢
staying is a matter of good bu
ness.

In North Kordofan, 70 pr
cent of the soil is sandy a
supports only annual grass
and acacia trees. The other .
percent, found in the centi
and southern districts of t
province, is clay and hea
clay, which supports a rich
cover of vegetation. Most |
the nomads’ wet-season gra
ing areas are located in the
regions.

North Kordofan is a di
zone. Rainfall varies from no
at all in the far north to little
the southern savannal
Droughts occur every four |
five years, and severe, mult
year droughts take place abo
once a decade. This comple
ecosystem is well suited t
pastoralists, who follow th
rains with their herds. Scoul
select sites with good grazing
and the poorer sites are left t
regenerate.

“Is the meat ready yet?
Abdel Bagi rushes into th
rakuba, a hut used as kitcher
that belongs to the groom’
mother, Bakheita Hamid. Th
rakuba is jammed with wome
stooped over the fires on whici
large pans of camel meat an
onions in gravy are simmering
Abdel Bagi tastes it. “Ven
good,” he declares. He has !
reputation at stake: His guest:
must be complclcl\' satisfied

enjoy a great deal of fi
much time away from
working in town to sup
When the husband is al
they will often consult |
woman’s workload, a h
Fetching water and fir
animals, cooking, wasi
and setting up and brea
family life without a
lightens a wife’s load ir
vtsyp[,c for whom tea, ¢
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The groom’s friends arrive,
- sweeping through the farig on
| racing camels. Clouds of dust
rise everywhere, whips crack,
and women turn to shout en-
couragement. “It will be our
turn later,” a girl says with a
smile. She is busy adorning her
braids with shining beads. In
the afternoon, her golden
jewelry and headdress will
shine during the dance party
for the young.

Later, when the celebration
is in full swing, a colorful cara-
van of camels passes the
camp—Shanabla enroute from
one place to another.*This is
how we arrived heré, one week
ago,” says Bakheita, pointing
her wooden spoon at the tall
utfas hung with pieces of flap-
ping cloth that protect mothers
and children against sun and
wind. Beds, stools, sticks and
canvas all sway to the rhythm
of the baggage camels. Bright-
eyed, the women in the rakuba
watch the grand procession
disappear. The horizon beck-
ons. ;

Unlike the Shanabla, the
Kababish (pronounced ka-ba-
beesh) are the tribe with the
largest dar in all of Sudan. At
the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, their paramount chief and
modern founder, nazir Ali Al
Tum, with British assistance, al-
lied several tribes into a con-
federation that took on the
name Kababish, and under his
leadership the Kababish lay
claim to most of the vast terri-
tory between the Nile and
Darfur—much of modern North
Kordofan province, an area ap-
iproximately the size of North
Dakota or Syria.

“That was a phone call from
Saudi Arabia.” Nazir Al Tum
(Hassan puts his satellite phone
back on the dashboard of his
‘Toyota Land Cruiser. It’s very
ate at night, and he is driving
o his headquarters in Umm
Sunta, 360 kilometers (220 mi)
northwest of E1 Obeid.

“I would not be able to do
this work without a car,” he
says, explaining that he is con-

stantly driving to meetings and
conflict-resolution sessions to
administer the affairs of the
tribe’s estimated 70,000 mem-
bers. He says he sees too little
of his immediate family, but
such are the burdens of a nazir,
a near-royal title he has held for
15 years.

“We’re home.” The naziris
tired. He steers his car onto the
hosh, the courtyard, where
growling dogs jump on the ve-
hicle. “As long as you stay
close to me, they will not hurt
you,” he grins.

I first met the leader of the

Kababish several years ago in,

EIObeid, at the home of his
cousin Nahid Fadlallah. Every-
body rose when Al Tum Hassan
entered. They remained silent
when he spoke. A few weeks
later, we met again in the
Kababish capital of Hamrat Al
Shaikh, a four-hour drive east
of Umm Sunta. Again, everyone
bowed deeply before him.
Now at home, he wants

- only peace and quiet. His shoes

are off, the turban leaves his
head, and he lets out a sigh of
relief as he drops heavily onto
one of the beds, along the walls
of the richly decorated tent.

“Make yourself at home,”
he chokes as his two little
daughters smother him play-
fully. His teenage son Hassan
has more interest in the machine
gun the guards bring inside
than in his father’s return.
Fatma, his 40-year-old wife,
looks at the family scene and
smiles. Self-confident, she ad-
dresses her husband with a
tone of friendship and partner-
ship. Both were raised in the
ruling family of the Kababish,
and both studied at Omdurman
University.

“You met my eldest daugh-
ters in El Obeid?” Fatma asks
me the next day, incredulous.
She looks up from a large pot
where mutton is simmering. I
reply that I met the two students
when I visited Fatma’s sister,
who lives with her family near
the university. In fact, the
house was full of nephews and

semi-nomadic tribes in northern Sudan, wives

dlom because the male head of the family spends

e traveling with camels or, as Mohamed does,
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nieces—and all were at the uni-
versity. There were boys who
would have much preferred to
go traveling with the camels,
but in the nazir families, univer-
sity study is now an obligatory
part of growing up.

Al Tum Hassan’s mother
clacks her tongue. “When I was
young, studying was unthink-
able for girls. Not that my child-
hood was boring.” Then, she
says, the ruling family traveled
throughout the land, living in
tents, and she believes she saw

madic life ended when the need
for education increased with
the burden of administration.
The lives of the other Kababish
families have changed as well:
In the thorny acacia forest of
Umm Sunta stand several thou-
sand permanent dwellings built
of wood and sturdy white
tenting cloth. All belong to
sedentarized families who have
moved from camel and sheep
herding, to vegetable farming,
truck driving and wage labor on
mechanized farms.

“Almost all Kababish lost
their cattle in the catastrophic
drought of 1984 and 1985,” ex-
plains Hassan’s cousin, Salim
Musa Ali Al Tum. Then, he
says, he watched destitute no-
mads leaving for the cities in
search of food and work. Many
invested whatever money they
were able to save in new live-
stock, and a large number of
families returned to the rural
areas. But not all women, he
says, were prepared to carry on
where they had left off. Many
preferred to stay with the chil-
dren in the summer camps near
the cities, where there were
wells, a school and a small hos-
pital. It’s the elder boys and the
men, who look after the sheep
and the camels, who enjoy
roaming the land and who
pushed for return to nomadic
life after the drought.

Salim Musa says thought-
fully, “Itisa good development
that children are going to
school. But as a result, a lot of
nomad knowledge is lost. The
teachers do not teach anything
about plants, trees, animals,
wells and grazing areas.” He
says he would love to accom-
pany me on the next leg of my
travels among the tribes, but he
is a government official now, he
says, and he also has family
obligations.

In Shaykh Hamid’s farig, it
turned out he had been in-
formed days ago about our im-
pending arrival. He greets us
with a warm embrace and
quickly takes us to where a
large white tent shelters us from
the biting wind. Our stiff hands
and faces'warm up in the bright
winter sun, and hot tea takes

far more of the country thando,
1y - Her grandfather puts the little

¢ oneon his lap and comforts her

“until she is asleep again.
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care of the rest

In the evening, Hamid and
his wife announce that I will
sleep inside their house, for “it
is too cold outside.” The tent
is surprisingly warm and bright.
Large discarded shawls cover
the ceiling. Bags of grain and
salt have been stowed behind
pieces of canvas. Tooled and
decorated leather storage bags
adorn the walls. There is a fire
burning in an iron basin, and
the youngest grandchild gen-
tly sways in a hammock-like cot
above the bed. She is crying.

In the days that follow, days
are spent with the neighbors
and relatives constantly drift-

ing in and out for chats, and -

evenings are for the entertain-
ment of gossip and stories
around the fire. This easygoing
family life is in stark contrast to
the tension in which the
Shanabla live. These Kababish
do not depend on a farmers’
charity, for their dar is immense,
and, in addition, this part of it

is too remote and insufficiently
arable to attract the eyes of
even the irrigated-agriculture
developers. Here, the nomads
can still go where they please.

From Shaykh Hamid’s farig -

I spend several more weeks
traveling through the desert in
the company of Juma, and we
encounter enormous diversity.
We meet nomads who have
become farmers. We meet fami-
lies who make long journeys
with hundreds of camels. Some-
times we find a woman at home
alone, out in the middle of no-
where, because her husband is
working in,Libyai: There are
days we travel entirely 'alone:
Sometimes-we share a meal with
a lone herdsman who looks af-
ter his sheep, or we drink tea
with camel drivers who trans-
port cut slabs of salt. And every
now and then we come across
nomads who have started a lit-
tle shop and have placed the
camels in the care of relatives.
All of this makes it almost im-
possible to describe what Salim
Musa calls “real nomad life.”

“Don’t bother!” smiles an-

~

Page 2%+

o In the desert

thropologist Salah el Shazali of
the University of Khartoum. “A
nomad fits no label. He has 100
many roles. The key word is flex-
ibility. It all depends on circum-
stances whether a herdsman
will look for work in town or
abroad, or become a farmer and
subcontract his herd. Nomads
minimize their risks by spread-
ing them out, and the possibili-
ties of doing this are endless.
“Nomad life is under pres-
sure,” he adds, “but it will not
disappear from Sudan.” Like
Egemi, he points out the con-
tributiorrof livestock-raising to

" the etonomy.“This is one solid

support pillar for the future. The
other is the age-old ability of |
the nomads to adapt.” |
As far as the nomads them- |
selves are concemed, there is |
not even a hint of hesitation |
when I ask elderly Juma what
he would do with a million del-

Jars.

“Buy camels and starf
again,” he says.

Culled from Saudi Aramce
World
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C‘ommumqae of th the Meeting of Concerned Nigerians to Discuss the State of the
’ M{Natzan at Mambayya House, Kano on Saturday, January 28, 2006.

Concerned with the clear evidence of the final stages of
Obasanjo’s plot to give himself an unconstitutional third, and
probably permanent, term of office.

3

€Concerned at the nonchalant attitude of some prominent
Nigerians and the helplessness of the masses that merely watch
while national institutions are assaulted and are being
| systematically decimated;

Alarmed by the consequent danger that stares Nigeria squarely
in the face as it steadily slides into potential anarchy;

Awweofﬂngxmtpenlﬂwthndtennbndhokkforthemsau
wuldfuu'emmlsofwmlrymd s

danger posed by the stcady deterioration in the political,

follows: _
'l'hu, with the deﬁberate weakening aif il iaisianinl
institutions — the belittling of the Vice-Presidency, the
debasing of the nation’s political parties, the blackmailing
4 of governors into a state of ineffectiveness and the slow
but sure attempt to destroy the civil service — Nigeria is
now set on the way to a one-man dictatorship;

]'..\.

That the National Assembly, the State Assemblies, the
Judiciary, and the leading political parties are, by blackmail
and subterfuge, being debased and subordinated to the
Executive arm of the government in a way that is inimical
to democracy;

That, while the executive leadership is thus busy
destroying every facet of our democracy, the fact remains
that Nigeria, as a country, is doomed without democracy;

That, despite all denials, the political and constitutional
crises in Anambra, Bayelsa and Oyo states are sponsored,
and the sponsorship is evident in the brazen use of state
institutions to settle personal scores. ‘

That the attempt to actualize the third term agenda is an
insult to the intelligence of Nigerians and a cynical
vulgarization of the altruistic contributions made by all
sections of Nigeria to bring Obasanjo to the Presidency
of the country;

That there is clear lack of concern for the security of life
and property of law abiding citizens to such an extent
that the country has now become unsafe on the highways,
on the streets and even in bedrooms, with armed robbery,
assassinations and general lawlessness becoming a
permanent feature of life in Nigeria.

That the institutions that can decisively thwart the third
term agenda are known to Nigerians. They are the
National Assembly, the State Houses of Assemblies, the
political parties and the Judiciary. Therefore, great
irresistible popular pressure must be brought to bear on

Mmdwmmummﬂmm we,
the under-signed, met and; after taking stock of the impending -
1
mﬂmymlnthew observed as |

12

the people to stop the third term bid;
- No consmmroml amendments must. he allowed while.
Obasanjo is in oﬁice ,
3.- A coalition of all pnmipledmudmiuw.
w the nmon must be formed toen-fmn and|
4. Anbmestﬁghagamtcorwptmmbem
i uponmordertomsttheappallmgecormntbuymd -
backwardness across the country which has engendered '
serious hardships to the people.
[SIGNED]
Alhaji [Dr.] Aminu Saleh, GCON, Chairman
Dr. Mahmud Tukur, CFR
Dr. Suleimanu Kumo
Alhaji Muhammadu Goni
Alhaji Asheik Jarma
Colonel Hameed 1. Ali
Alhaji M. A. Wabili

: MrfAdamu Ada

[especially members of National and States Assemblies]
of Nigeria to ensure that the country is not thrown into
chaos, and that evil and frivolous intentions are not
allowed to scale through.

And the meeting resolved as follows: that

1. Itis the responsibility of all Nigerians to take active part
in the quest for good governance and take their destiny
in their own hands, and it is the responsibility of members
of the Nigerian elite to rise to the occasion and mobilize

Professor A. U. Jalingo
Alhaji Musa T. Waziri

Hon. Adamu M. Bulkachuwa
Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu
Alhaji Adamu G. Abubakar
Alhaji Babayo Umar

Alhaji Ahmed A. Hassan
Alhaji Ali Sa’ad Birnin Kudu
Alhaji Mohd Sabo Nanono
Alhaji Ibrahim Umar Maru
Alhaji Mustapha B. Wali
Alhaji Ali Harazumi Mohd
Alhaji Nasiru Sani Hanga
Alhaji Hashimu Sani

Alhaji Muhammad Magaji
Dr. Sadiq Isah Radda

Alhaji Mu’azu Maiyaki
AVM Aliyu A. Rufa’i

Alhaji Mohammed Rimi
Alhaji Umar Ibrahim

Engr. Usman Abubakar
Alhaji Muhammad Bello
Alhaji Abba Mohammad

Dr. M. 1. Janou [Ph.D.]

Mr. Adagbo Ono;a
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Damsh websites under attack over Prophet

undreds of Danish
websites have been
attacked in recent
days to protest the
publication in Denmark of
derogatory cartoons of
Prophet Mohammed (Pbuh),
Internet security officials said.

By Hamisu Muhammad, Asst.
IT Editor with Agency Report

The hackers have
defaced home pages and
websites by replacing them
with messages hailing Islam
and condemning the
cartoons, security and virus

Firm launches Wazobia
opgrating

fforts|thecreaseiinad B8 fBAN . 2

use of open source

operating systems (OS)
in the country and allow
Nigerians have and use
legitimate software received a
boost with the formal launch
of Wazobia Linux in Lagos
last week.

Chief executive officer
(CEO) Leapsoft
Technologies, developers of
the OS, Bolaji Onibudo told
Journalists that Wazobia
Linux is an alternative OS
developed by Nigerians for
Nigerians based on Linux
codes, which is open source.

According to Onibudo,
“With Wazobia Linux,
Nigerians can now have
affordable legitimate OS
accessible in native Nigerian
languages. It also offers
complete web applications
including IM and email; out
of box spam filter, firewall and
anti-virus protection, has
great look and feel.”

Other benefits, he
highlighted are the inclusion
of office suite, graphics and
digital photo organisers,
printed user manual and
installation support and the
fact that the Wazobia Linux
cannot be harmed by

Correspondent, Lagos

windows based viruses.

On why people should
migrate to Wazobia Linux,
Onibudo said that when
switching from Windows to
Linux, there could be
produced up to 75 per cent
reductions in hardware and
hardware maintenance costs.

He revealed that at less
than one eighth the cost of
Microsoft Windows, Linux is
the only affordable
alternative packaged with
office software suite.

In addition, the Economic
and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), working
with Microsoft, is now
cracking down on
organisations using illegal
copies of Microsoft
Windows and Office
software.

Linux code is open and
preferred by most foreign
governments for fear of CIA
spyware that is possible with
Microsoft.

Wazobia Linux includes
all the most important content
plug-ins to extend the
usability of the desktop:
Adobe Reader, Java runtime
and Flash.

Stembairp Lt

NDE to train master
trainers on I'T

he National Directorate

of Employment (NDE),

has introduced a train-
the-trainer workshop for it’s
master trainers under the
National Open Apprenticeship
Scheme (NOAS), to acquaint
them with the challenges in
information and
communications technology
act).
The Director General of the
directorate, Dr. S.0O. Adelodun,
who opened the capacity
building workshop in Katsina,
said the disparity in academic
experiences of the trainers,
majority of whom are informal
sector operators, has directly
impacted on the NDE’s
objective of near uniformity in
skills delivery to youth and
created a gap between the
technical expertise of some of
the trainers and their capacity
to deliver the training.

The director who was
represented by the Katsina
State coordinator, Mallam
Garba Jibrin Kirfi, outlined
areas such as pedagogical

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent, Katsina
principles and psychological
dimensions of teaching and
learning, social interaction
and counselling as well as the
importance of motivational
issues that will lead to the
provisions and re-
enforcement mechanism to
behavioural changes and
interaction between the
master trainer and the trainee.

He said the directorate
has got the federal
government mandate to
design programmes capable
of  generating  mass
employment for youths in
which presently about 37,000
youths aré undergoing
vocational training in various
skills, among the graduated
one’s of which 13,043 have
been assisted to set up their
own workshops and other
ventures through

‘scheme.”

the |
directorate’s resettlement-_

analyst, Peter Kruse, of
Danish internet security firm;
CSIS told AFP.

“About 500 Danish
websites have been targeted
that we know of because of
the Mohammed cartoons ...
(and) the number continues
to rise dramatically,” Kruse
said.

He said the hackers were
primarily based in the dedle

adl ﬁn—z(w‘mﬁ thipraalfy

mﬁe E:em more e“gtlve

Small websites with poor
security were the primary
targets.

“These are not skilled
hackers. They are what we call
scriptkiddies who attack
websites with weak security,”
he said.

Instead of seeing the real

home page, visitors to the

sites would see a message

criticizing Denmark and
. con. Iwm
of they HEsiilog
showed images o nis

flags being burned.

One website that was
attacked had a message that
read: “Respect Our Prophet
Mohammed (Peace Be Upon
Him) Or U Will See True
Muslims Anger.”

The problem was
relatively easy for the owners
of the websites to rectify,
though many were being

cartoons

government’s website and the
site of the Jyllands-Posten
newspaper which first printed
the cartoons in September,
had been under attack but
their security was strong
enough to ward off any
severe problems.

“This clearly shows that
security on small websites
could be better,” Kruse said

R

hacked again as soon as they He said he expected the
it m lumis!aa&& Daableith RO W wll
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Major sites, such as the

dispute dles down
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CONCERNED A.N.P.P. MEMBERS

NO 87B SABON LA YI, GANGARE, JOS.

ETIEBET, AN.P.P. GOVERNORS AND THE
ABUJA CIRCUS OF SHAME

“... Third Term remains a thought, a rumour and
speculation, no matter how strong or loud. We should not
split our hair on it, but rather thank God that if such a
thought ever becomes a reality, A.N.P.P. would stand to
benefit as we are not going to filed a Third Term
candidate...”

| Fellow Party Members,

In case you are wondering who uttered the above quoted,
grandly illogical and manifestly treasonable statement, just hold
your breath and prepare yourself well for the mind-blowing
shocker: the author was no other than Chief Don Etiebet who
parades himself as the National Chairman of the A.N.P.P.

Indeed, the bombshell was actually contained in a speech read
by Etiebet at a “NEC Meeting” of the party on Friday, February
10, 2006 in Abuja. The said meeting, or circus show, has all
features of a sordid theatre of the absurd. First it came only a
day after a splinter group in the party had announced the sacking
on Etiebet for sundry reasons, including one that we have always
suspected; that he has been playing the Trojan horse for the
P.D.P. Second, the meeting clearly did not satisfy the
constitutional requirements of a 14-day notice and being

_|necessarily convened by the National Working Committee (it

(was allegedly rather whimsically summoned by the National

Secretary at the behest of Etiebet). Third, when the “NEC
Meeting” got underway, most of the party’s top shots, elders,
Board of Trustees members, National legislators, and such
respected leaders as the revered General Muhammadu Bubari
were conspicuously absent. Those who passed for delegates
were mainly commissioners, special advisers and aides of the
five governors present. In fact, one unmistakable fact at the
event was the over-bearing influence of the governors who
|appeared to be calling all the shots.

Which is why the most surprising thing of all was the story
making the rounds that the governors had earlier had a meeting,
chaired by Governor Saminu Turaki of Jigawa State at his
residence, the previous night where the text of Etiebet’s speech
(with all its treasonable paragraphs) was vetted and okayed.
For some bizarre reasons, though not unconnected with his
well-known eccentricities, Turaki shied away from the main
event.

What rankles us most however (and has made our heart to
bleed ever since), is that a meeting of some A.N.P.P. bigwigs
would hold and nobody - not even a whisper would take Etiebet
to task on his ruinous and destructive leadership, his rudderless
style, his drift, and why ours is the most docile opposition
party in the history of this country. Nobody so much as ask
Etiebet how he has been running the party in a manner of a
circus showman - particularly the finances of the party, and

Twhy he has failed to publish same as is required and has been

the tradition everywhere.

Rather than address these fundamental issues, sponsors of the
Abuja meeting, were more pre-occupied with how they “’would
stand to benefit” from the third term agenda <Obasanjo’s vile,
venomous, anti-people agenda despised and shunned by all
Nigerians, including most members of his own party. But we,
the opposition party “should not split any hair on it” because
some of our selfish and self-seeking have all but sold us down
the river! What a bleeding shamel !!!

We also learnt on good authority that some of our governors
have assured Obasanjo that the AN.P.P. as a party would
officially endorse the tenure extension and the subsequent
constitutional change. The Abuja meeting was to be that first
move, to be followed by setting up of a caretaker committee
under the Borno State governor or his lackey who will always
do only what gladdens the heart of Obasanjo. Can any thing
possibly be more preposterous? The good thing, however, is
that the third term thing is a hard-sell, as revealed by the protests
that greeted Etiebet’s bombshell, forcing the Annang high chief
to half-heartedly attempt to explain the point away as a personal
opinion. Unfortunately for him, the press were there, and
reported him accordingly.

But whoever thought someone like Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau
would be part of this perfidy? But he was there live! Ali -Sherrif,
yes, Bukar Abba, yes. The duo are unrepentant apostles of
third term. Adamu Aliero is unpredictable, just as Turaki is too
fickle, hence capable of anything. Yerima Bakura mainly thrives
in posturing and inelegant grandstanding. But Shekarau? For
God sake! Allah wadan naka ya lalace, especially if shi
nakan happens to be a holier than thou Mallam!

But then, the whole thing didn’t really come to us as a surprise.
It took a PDP governor, Abdulkadir Kure of Niger State, to tell
us the plain truth about our own governors: that on the issue of
third term, we cannot trust them.

Now is the time for us to act. But before then, our authentic
leaders must speak up. General Buhari must speak up. Governor
Bafarawa must speak up. Our Senators and National Assembly
members must quickly react and re-assure us that they are not
part of this criminal perfidy. And from now on we should begin
to see and relate with our governors as we would with devourers.

For with leaders like them, we can only begin to prepare, hence
guard against the coming apocalypse.

SIGNED:
FILIBUS MAIMAKO MUSA BABAIJI

For: CONCERNED A.N.P.P. MEMBERS
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i he management of In-
, tercellular Nigeria Lim
' ited has approved an

ot less than 26 min-

| From Zakan\vl Adaramola,
| Lagos

additfonal iti\ estment to the

Intercellular approves N18 6bn Tel

tune of about $137.5million
(about N18.6 billion) in the
company by Telecel Telecom.

According to a release
made available to /7 world in

26 ministries in e-government project

‘istries, departments
! ‘and other govern-
- ment agencies at all tiers of
- government have indicated
interestito participate in the
eGovernment prpjects, the
vice chairman and chiefexecu-
tive officer of the National
eGovernment Strategies Lim-
vited (NeGST), Dr. Olu
. Agunloye, has said.

Dr. Agunlaye who was re- |

- acting to a I3’ point allega-
tions made against him by one

] = By Haml‘s"uk Muhammad,
! Assistant [T Edttor

Otunba Obada in a newspa-
per report of February, 5 2006,
said that there are good rea-
sons . to protect the
eGovernment project because
it has, “blossomed to genu-
ine roll-out stage with
finalisation of telemedicine,
eRegistration and eTrade.”

. In a statement made avail-
abletodT World, Dr. Agunloye
said “I aver that the entire 13

Strarcomms hits .25m
subscriber base

' tarcomms Limited, Pri-
, S vate Telecom Operator
| (PTO), has crossed the
 quarter ¢f amillion (250,000)
 subscriBer line, making it the
' first PTO in Nigeria to attain

| the feat. The 250,000th line is -
01 854 0650, one of the over :

1100 lines bought by the
Silverbird Group, a foremost
broadcast and entertainment
.icompany in Nigeria.

" Mr. Prakash Pantham,
Commercial Director,

Starcomms, expressed pride !

and joy at the development. -
He also used the opportunity

to thank Starcomms’ custom-

ers, describing their patron-

age as an endorsement and

show of confidence in the

quality of Starcomms’ prod-

ucts and services.

He pledged that
Starcomms would continue to
introduce more value added
services to the nation’s
telecoms market describing
Starcomms as a lifestyle brand

: tarcomms Limited has
: S kicked off its Valentiné
Love Talk promo to
‘mark this year’s edition of
i Valentine Day which come$
up, tomerrow (February 14,
2006). The promo is open to
. all:Starcomms subscribers i
| Lagos and Port Harcourt. |
To qualify for the promg,
according to Mr. Prakas
Pantham, Starcomms’ Com-
mercial Director, subscnbeis
are expected to send rom -
tic love messages via SMS~
from any Starcomms phorie, :
to' 8888. He disclosed that
subscribers will be charged |
N15 per message and that
they are free to send as many
messages as possible to en-

}

:

that is committed to improv-

. ing the lives of Nigerians in

very tangible ways.

Only in September, 2005
Staréomms“announced that
‘it has crossed the 200,000

sub§cdber mark, the first by
any .PTO in the country at |
that time. The company
which prides itself as being |
the foremost Total Commiu-
nications Solutions provider
company in Nigeria today, |
offering voice, fax and high- -
speed internet solutions to |
both individuals and corpo-
ratc?' customers, is currently -

implementing an aggressive

roll-out programme that is ex- |

pected to result in massive
nctwork and coverage ex-

pansmn in the next few

months.
' Starcomms has consis-
tenr'Ily dominated the Nige-

an PTO sector in terms of |
coverage, subscriber base
net\Tvork quality and cus |
tomerservxcedehvcry ; { |

.....unveils valentine promo |

ning.:

He stated that 40 Iucky
winners with the most roman-
tic lqve messages will be
treated to an all-expenses paid
dinner for two (either with
their épouses or partners); in
a high-profile hotel underia
very fomantic setting. Oyt of
the 40 winners, one lu"cky
couple will emerge 'the
Starc&mms valentine couple
ofthé year. .

e Star;comms Valentine
Cou

le Of The Year, Mr.
Pantham explained, will geta
once-in-a-lifetime, first class
red-carpet treatment which
includes: Limousine pickup;

helicopter ride; movies and -

candle-lit dinners, among

many other gifts.

allegations of Otunba Obada
are not true in every sense
and particular”

He said Otunba Obada
has been circulating the alle-
gations since October 2005,
stressing that even the board
of the NeGST has met and re-
ferred the issues to a special

project” said Agunloye.
He said, “I have thus stu-

lating my‘response so as not
to furtherjeopardize the in-
vestments of shareholders
and integrity of the com-
pany”. According to him, the
chairman of the board has
since sent.notices for board
meeting next week to discuss
the committee’s repott.

board committee.

“Iam aware of the dangers
such a circulation poses to the
private sector investnient and

Lagos signed by Fidel Otuya,

the viability of this laudable -

diously refrained from circu- |

the company’s communica-
tions director, Intercellular
management is optimistic
that the intercellular-Telecel
deal will provide the com-
pany with the necessary fi-
nancial muscle to effectively
compete in the market.
“The télecommunica-
tions business has grown
global and capital intensive
and that makes it hard for
local operators to source the
counterpart funding from in-
ternational money markets

oning once again,” the
ment quoted the Intercellu-
lar President, Mr.
Ahmad el-Rufai as said

It would be recalled that
Telecel, a brain child of Miko
Rwayitare, is a privately
owned telecommunicat
company which designs, in-
stalls, operates and manages
cellular and satellite commu-
‘nications networks i
Saharan Africa.

Rwayitare developed
and operates 14 Telece! net-
works in Africa before the

state-

Jashir

1ons

sup-

without foreign partners as
investors/guarantors.”
“We’ve had ourdifficult
days and I am_glad to note,
that we are on track to reck-

company’s operations were
eventually sold in 2000 1o
Orascom foralmost halt a bl
lion US dollars.
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Blasphemy: Traders urge KNSG to buy,
distribute Danish goods to rehab centres

: raders in Kano have
| urged the state gov-

ernment to purchase all

| the Norwegian and Danish

products currently in stock

. and distribute them to the re-
. habilitation centres as part of
its resolution to ban the im-

portation of such goods into

| the state.

It would be recalled that

| following the blasphemous
- cartoon publication by a Dan-
. ish and Norwegian newspa-

pers on Prophet Muhammad
(P.B.U.H), the state’s House
of Assembly has adopted a
resolution that cancelled all
E‘Sntract agreements with the

o countries as well a8 place

@ ban on the importation of
their goods into the state.

In separate interviews
with Kano Trust, traders of the
popular Muhammadu
Abubakar Rimi Market ar-
gued that the directive given
by the government and Is-

* lamic scholars that Muslims

should boycott the purchase

+ of products imported from

Denmark and Norway has

; negatively affected their busi-
- ness.

Alhaji Ali Ahmed who

 sells electronicequipment ob-
. served that the sales, he was

making has drastically mini-
mised since the scholars di-
rective that Danish and Nor-
wegian products should not

' be patronised.

He said if the directive

. continues, traders would suf-
: fer serious loss, saying gov-

ernment should purchase all

 the affected goods in stock,

in an alternative the traders

. would henceforth desist from
: importing goods from those
| countries.

Ikechukwu Obinna, who sells

An Igbo trader, Mr.

* cosmetics, described the blas-

phemous cartoon against

{ Muslims as unfortunate and

barbaric but observed that

-+ government should give them

more time to sell the products

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru, |
Correspondent, (Kano) |
imported from Denmark and
Norway before placing an or-
der restraining customers
from buying them.
According to him, if gov-
ernment give such opportu-
nity or even purchased all the
goods in circulation and dis-
tributed them to the needy, it
should then enact a law that
would make a provision for
confiscation any trader
found selling the products.
However traders at the
singer market, explained that

s-theyeare not the enes;import-;

iingithe goods and thatgfeds-
eral government should’ ban
the importation of Danish and
Norwegian products into the
country to signify its solidar-
ity to the Muslims protest
against the publication of
blasphemous cartoon.
Section of the Muslims in-
terviewed, said although the
boycott of goods imported
from the two evil countries
should be given unanimous
acceptance, but it is becom-
ing difficult for most of them
to easily identify the goods.
Malam Sagir Ado, en-
joined governor Ibrahim
Shekarau to embark on exten-
sive enlightenment campaign

through print and electronic
media, to inform the public on
the categories of products im-
ported from Denmark and
Norway so that Muslims
could easily identify and
abandon them.

5 he Jigawa State gov-
1 ernment has been
E blamed for the death of

| Alhaji Ibrahim Usman Dabaja

who lost his life at the recently
coneluded meeting of the poll-
ing unit delegates in Dutse,
the state capital.

Accusation was made by
two members, House of Rep-
resentative, Alhaji Adamu
Farouk Aliyu (Birnin-Kudu/
Buji) and his counterpart,
Alhaji Yusuf Sai’du Miga of
Miga/Jahun Federal Constitu-
ency.

Seat belt: Non-compliance
worries FRSC

e Federal Road Safety

Commission (FRSC),

Kano State command

has expressed dismay over

the non-compliance of motor-

ists in the state in the use of
seat belt. ;

The commission’s acting
commander, Mr. Balal B.T.
stated this while addressing
members of the press that
about 450 motorists have
been arrested in various
places in connection to non
use of seat belts while driv-
ing in the state.

Mr. Balal also expressed
dissatisfaction over motor-
ist’s incessant use of mobile-
phones while driving. He la-
mented that using GSM on the
road is tantamount to risking
both the driver’s life and the
lives of other innocent road
users.

He urged road users in the
state to adhere to traffic regu-
lations for their safety and
others as the FRSC will not
hesitate to arrest and pros-

Shekarau blames parents
for juvenile delinquenc

overnor Ibrahim
Shekarau has
blamed the inces-
sant-social vices in the soci-
ety on parents due to the poor
upbringing of their children.
Malam Ibrahim Shekarau
said this while fielding ques-
tions from pressmen after he
paid an inspection tour of
Nassarawa children’s home,
Tudun maliki Tony home and
children remand home

Nassarawa residents accuse

LG of neglect over roads
esidents in the council and its adminis-
Nassarawa local trators to speed up their ef-
government council  forts in that regards to fulfill

e accused the administra-

: tion of the council for their
. unseriousness to reconstruct
_ dilapidated roads in the area.

The residents while
speaking to daily trust said

. that the council while coming

to power pledged to rehabili-

- tate dilapidated ones and to

construct new ones, saying
they are yet to see the light of
the day over such pledges

¢ made.

One of the residents,
Malam Ismail Ibrahim said ““I
could remember those days
when they were campaigning
and making lots of promises

- and pledges which includes

reconstruction of roads

among others, but which were

yet to be fulfilled by them.”
He added that there is a

seripus and urgent need for

3 -
[ e

their pledges as God will one
day ask them to account for
their pledges and leadership.

Also speaking to our cor-
respondent, another resident,
Alhaji Ahmed Abubakar, he
categorically mentioned

"some road that includes

Dakata Tudun Murtala-
Zango roads in the area and
appealed to the council to re-
construct them, as according
to him those roads are in their
worst condition.

He maintained that the
Dakata Zango road has be-
come a death trap for motor-
ists and other road users
therefore called on the au-
thorities to do something ur-
gently on ‘the issue so as to
assist the moyement of peo-

“pleinthe ared:
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Gwauron Dutse in the state.

Shekarau assured that his
administration will do all it
could to transform the three
children’s homes as they
serve as the last alternative
for disabled children to have
a place they could call a home
rather than roam the streets.

He said the state will en-
sure adequate provision of
medical personnel to the
homes with a view to enhance
the children’s welfare and ad-
dress health related problems
they are facing.

He also pledged that gov-
ernment would provide ad-
equate teaching materials to
boost their morals and also
uplift their education and
other handcraft. The gover-
nor used the opportunity to
appeal to parent in the state
to always ensure that their
children receive adequate at-
tention through sound edu-
cation which will remove them
from juvenile delinquencies
that has been a problem in the
state.

Earlier the Commissioner
of Women A ffairs, Hajiya Gaji
Fatima Dantata had explained
to the governor that the
Nassarawa motherless chil-
dren’s home was established
in order to cater for aban-
doned children.

She however thanked the
administration for placing
‘more emphasis on the homes
which she said has never hap—
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By Ahmed Abubakar,

Correspondent, (Kano)

ecute erring drivers to serve
as deterrent to others, he said.

The FRSC commander
who was represented by
Malam Haladu Sardu-Dabi
also said adequate arrange*
ment have been made to in-
troduce and enforce the use
of crash helmet through
sensitization campaigns on
its importance.

He called on motorists to
cooperate with FRSC officials
in order to bring sanity on the
roads while announcing that
mobile court would be con-
stituted to try road defaulters,
pointing out that the exercise
will be a continuous one until
all motorist comply with traf-
fic regulations.
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Reps blame Jigawa govt
over death of Dabaja

Speaking to a crowd
shortly after condoling the
deceased family at Dabaja in
Gwaram, Alhaji Yusuf Sai’du
Miga said the late Ibrahim
Dabaja was murdered in cold
blood.

Yusuf Sa’idu Miga said
despite the public pronounce-
ment by Governor Ibrahim
Saminu Turaki to pay com-
pensation according to Is-
lamic injunction over the
death of Alhaji Dabaja, Miga
accused the governor of not
sending delegates to condole
the bereaved family.

The action according to
Miga is a clear indication that
Governor Turaki’s nonchalant
attitude towards Dabaja’s de-

mise portrays his indifference’
to the state indigenes ‘asex-""

hibited towards continuation
of the meeting despite the
loss.

Also speaking at the rally
in Birnin Kudu, Alhaji Adamu
Farouk Aliyu said Dabaja’s
death was unfortunate while
also condemning the meeting
which results in his death as
another way to siphoned
public funds.

Adamu Farouk who also
warned those sponsored to
throw stones at them to de-
sist in their own interest as
according to him, “whoever

attempts such act will be dealt
with.”

He said “politics is a game
of words and logical convie
tion while the people will re-
main the judges but some
whom lack these resort to
physical violence and harass-
ment” which he assured will
not be tolerated anymore by
the party.

\He called on the people
of the state to be law abiding
and fear God to live in peace
and harmony with one an-
other with a view to sustain
the existing democracy in the
country.

Also speaking at the oc
casion the acting ANPP chair-

man in the state; Alhaji Shehu
:Mustapha: Babura assured

that “truth will always prevail
over falsehood even as at-
tempts were made to shield
the truth from the world on
the actual cause of death in
order for government to ex-
onerate itself.”

Mustapha Babura said
late Dabaja like Turaki were
“camouflaged ANPP mem-
bers, yet the condolence be-
came necessary to sympa-
thise with the bereaved fam-
ily on the period the govern-
ment has technically aban-
doned the family.”

(BOT) basis.
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P.M.B. 1012
KAURA NAMODA
ZAMFARA STATE

Further details on the proposed development can be obtained from the Office
of the Director (Planning), Federal Polytechnic, Kaura Namoda.

The detailed proposals are to be enclosed in an envelope and titled on the
“PROPOSALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
MANGEMENT OF HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION ON BOT
BASIS” and submitted to the Office of the Registrar, Federal Polytechnic,
Main Campus, Kaura Namoda on or before 30" April, 2006.

Signed:
A.DANBOYI
REGISTRAR

THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS FOR

THE DEVELOPMENTAND MANAGEMENT OF
HOSTELACCOMMODATION

The Polytechnic is desirous of entering into agreement with interested,
reputable and competent contractors/Property Developers to undertake the
construction of a number of STUDENTS HOSTEL BLOCKS at the Main
Campus of the Polytechnic on a BUILD, OPERATE and TRANSFER

In realization of this objective, the Polytechnic wishes to invite competent
and reputable Estate Management Consultants/Property Developers to submit
relevant proposals that will guide the Polytechnic in this regard. The proposals
should include amongst other modalities for:

L Carrying out feasibility/viability studies.
The preparation of Architectural/Engineering designs for the

Raising funds to finance the construction of the project.
Carrying out the construction of the project.

Operating the completed hostels within a specific period in order
to revamp their capital and return on their investment.
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MAXIMIZING AGRICULTURAL REVENUE AND KEY ENTERPRISES IN TARGETED SITES (MARKETS)

BDSAreas of Interest:
Management Consulting

e Accounting, auditing and financal
Services, legal and tax

o Corporate govemance and
Organizational structure operations
Management

e Information and communication
Technology

o Marketing and publishing of
Promotional materials and supply
Chain guides/other brochures (print &
other media)

e Economic analyses and market
Studies, strategic planning,
commercial strategies.

& Group dynamics involving farmers
mobilization, group formation, and
group management

o Credit acquisition and utilization for
timely repayment

e Enterprise planning and management

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Business Development Services (BDS) Providers
USAID's Madmizing Agricultural Revenue and Key Enterprises in Targeted Sites (MARKETS) program is a five-year project ending in June 2010. MARKETS focuses on expanding economic
opportunities in the agricultural sector by increasing agricultural productivity, enhancing value-added processing, and increasing commercialization through private-sector led and market-driven growth
and development. The program's mode of operation involves the use of private sector BDS providers to deliver a wide range of services along the agri-business value chain to its partner ongamzatlorh and
clients in the market sector. MARKETS therefore invites interested BDS Providers to express their interest in provxdmo services in the below listed BDS areas of interest MARKETS is especially
interested in agro-business service providers with experience in the aquaculture, cowpea, dairy, rice or sorghum sub-sectors.

Agricultural Input
& Equipment

e Planting material
suppliers
e Seed
multiplication
e Fertilizer
suppliers,
e Agro-chemical
Suppliers
e Farm
mechanization
services &
equipment
development
e Irrigation services
& equipment:
development
e Packaging design
and sourcing

Agricultural
Production

e Good Agricultural
Practices and
extension services
e Harvesting
services
eFarm

demonstration
services

Post Harvest
Management &
Processing
o Cold storage
services
ePackaging services
e Post-harvest
handling and
processing
equipment
e Quality control,
food safety,
HACCP, food
technology,
product norms and
standards

Agricultural
Distributionand
Sales
* Ground
transportation
services (cold
and normal)
o Market linkages
and market
representation
o Market
Information
systems
e Logistics
specialists such
as
wholesale/retail/
storage
distribution
network analysis,
customer
surveys/
consumer
Preferences

Monitoring &
Evaluation

e Impact assessment of
project interventions.
e Crop performance,
evaluation of
producers’farms.
o Market price sitvey
of agricultural
commodities (both
raw and processed)
e Cropped area and
yield survey
e Technology adoption
survey
eMid-termreviews,
impact studies
o Geo-data and
information
management GIS,
GPS

Interested service providers are advised to send an e-mail to BDSProviderEOI@nigeriamarkets. org in order to receive an electronic version of the registration form. Interested service providers are

also expected to prepare a capability profile stating the following and which will be limited to S pages: legal standing, areas of expertise/specialty, y ears of experience, list of selected clients/references

within the last threey ears and profiles of key professional staff/associates.
Interested service providers that meet the eligibility and capacity requirements of the MARKETS Special Activities Fund may be invited to submit proposals for specific activities throughout 2006

Capacity profiles without registration forms will not bereviewed.
This expression of interest (registration form and capacity profile- soft copy and two hard copies) should be delivered not later than the 27" of February, 2006 to the: Special Activities Fund

Manager, Nigeria MARKETS, No. 39, Plot 742 Lake Chad Crescent, Maitama, Abuja.

15 Sokode Crescent, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja

Changes in FCT Tax Administration

In furtherance of the Reform Programme of the Federal Inland Revenue Service, the Management of the
Service has decided to make the Integrated Tax Ofﬁces in the Federal Capital Territory truly a one-stop for all
Taxes collected by FIRS in the FCT.

FEDERAL INLAND REVENUE SERVICE

In line with this decision, PAYE/PIT files presently in the Personal Income Tax Office, Wuse Zone 6 Abuja

LARGE TAX OFFICE, NACBRD Building, Central Area, Abuja
@ Staff files for all Ministries and Parastatals,
® Staff files for companies with turnover in excess of N1Billion Naira
® Orthe types of organizations (self-employed, partnerships), with turnover in excess of N1'bn

Other staff files
for companies
and other types
of organizations
whose turnover is
below N1Billion
and files for other

!GARKI ITO City Plaza. Ahmadu Bello Way, By Old CBN Office, Garki Abuja
 Files for Taxpayers whose addresses are in Asokoro, Nyanya, Karu and Mararaba
|

CENTRAL BUSINESS AREA ITO, Owena House,Central Business District, Abuja

Files for taxpayers whose addresses are in Central Area, Areas 1 11, Garki Il,
Airport Road & Bwari Area Councils

taxpayers
resident in the
FCT are
distributed using
their addresses
to determine the
ITO that will
handle their files
as follows:

GWAGWALADA ITO, FCT Secretariat, Gwagwalada
| Fnies for taxpayers whose addresses are in Gwagwalada, Abaji, Kwali, ¢

Area Councils

o

WUSE ITO, Plot 48 Sudan Street, Zone 6, Wuse,
Flles for taxpayers whose addresses are in Wuse Zones 1 7, Wuse ° ST
| and Kubwa .
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3rd term: AD rep threatens to sue colleagues

member, of the House
 of Representatives,
epresenting Isolo/

Ejigbo Federal Constituency
under the Alliance for Democ-
racy (AD), Hon. Jaiyeola
Ajatta, has threatened to sue
his colleagues for including
his name among the lawmak-
ers who are in support of the
third term agenda and pub-
lished same in the media.

A group in the National
Assembly under the aegis of
National Unity Forum, propo-
nents of alleged third term bid
for President Olusegun
Obasanjo, had last Thursday
<| published some names of the
' supporters of the alleged third
| term in some of the national
| dailies.

‘ Hon Ajatta was among the
names published in one of the
national newspapers as
among the fifty House of Rep-
resentative members who had
pledged their support for the
third term for President

Obasanjo.

When contacted on
phone, he: apparently irked
the development and denied
any affiliation with the group
or having anything to do with
third term agenda.

“I did not sign any paper
in support of any agenda,
neither did I attend any meet-
ing with any group(s). It still
remains strange to me how
they got my name involved
the list, somebody some-
where must be behind this. I
view this as a deliberate at-
tempt to rubbish and dis-
credit my person before the
public.

“It is well known that I am
one of the staunch members
against the alleged third term
bid because [ have always
seen it as unconstitutional
and undemocratic. We cannot
support the constitutional re-
view because of one or two
persons’ interest. I vehe-
mently oppose it.”

When asked what he in-

i Stories by Olumide
i Bajulaiye, Correspondent
i (Lagos)

tends to do over the alleged
support for third term, he said:
“I feel highly embarrassed
and upset. I have already in-
structed my lawyer to take a
legal action against the forum
led by its chairman, Hon

David Idoko.”

+ Ajatta also denied ever
meeting Hon Idoko before. “I
do not know Idoko from
Adams. I have not visited him
before and I do not belong to
any group in the House”

He demanded an apology
from the group, which he said
should be published on the

front page of any of the na-
tional dailies.

“Iwill not be a part of any
group that does not want the
progress of this country and
without clear focus and vi-
sion. I wonder in whose inter-
est they claim to pursue the
alleged third term, while
Obasanjo has not openly de-

clared his interest on the third
term agenda. In fact, he has
said he would leave at 1
piration of his eight year ten-
ure come 2007.”

He posited that the sup-
porters of the agenda were
doing so for their own clan-
destine interests which is to-
tally bound to fail

he ex-

PHCN officials escape ‘area boys’ lynch in Isale-gangan

ome officials of
‘the Power Holding
Company of Nigeria

(PHCN) attached to
Idumagbo office in Lagos Is-
land, Wednesday narrowly
escaped death when some
‘Area-Boys’ attacked them
with machetes and other dan-
gerous weapons, while at-
tempting to disconnect their
electricity.

The victims identified as
Afolabi Kareem and Shakiru
Olaoye were said to have
gone out along with their col-
leagues to disconnect PHCN

Firms threaten to sue LAMATA over NITEL cables

orporate organisa
tions located along
Acme road, Ogba,

Ikeja in Lagos, have threat-
ened to sue the Lagos Met-
ropolitan Area Transport Au-
thority (LAMATA) for dam-
aging the NITEL cables that
" supply service to their offices.

Investigations by our cor-
respondent at the weekened
revealed that, LAMATA, in
an attempt to repair some of
the bad portions of the road,
destroyed some of the NITEL
cables without an attempt to
repair them.

Our correspondent gath-
ered that several corporate
offices along the route now
find it difficult to make con-
tact with their business asso-
ciates on phone as a result of
the damaged cables.
~ Mr. Chong Shin, who
works for one of the compa-
nies, informed our corre-
spondent that their company
in the last two weeks had been
in the dark as regard making
business calls to some of its
associates who want to do
business with them. “We can-
not make calls nor can we re-
ceive phone calls from out-
side.”

When our correspondent

visited the area on Friday,
some of the damaged cables
vere yet to be repaired, even
18 the officials of the NITEL
nake efforts to rectify the
sroblem. 5

Speaking with our corre-
~ spondent, the leader of the
team h >m NITEL told him that
the caiics were actually dam-
raged -byofficials of the Works

WRE walall

Ministry through LAMATA,
and that it affects over 300
lines along the area.
Speaking to our corre-
spondent on phone, the ex-
ternal relations specialist, Mr.
Kolawole Ojelabi, denied ever
working in the area for the last
one year, adding that there

was no way the agency could
damage NITEL cables while
the repairs were done.
According to Ojelabi, the
last work done on the road
was early 2003, and it has not
received any petition con-
ceming the NITEL cable dam-

National ID Card:
DNCR officials charge
money before collection

he National Identity
Card that supposed
to be issue free has

turned into money-making
venture by the officials of the
Department of National Civil
Registration in (DNCR) Lagos
who N300 before issuing the
cards.

Investigations by our
correspondent at some col-
lection centres revealed that
itis very difficult to obtain the
identity card without the offi-
cials demanding money under
the pretext that they “don’t
want to delay anybody”.

In order to make people
less aversive to their demand,
the DNCR officials always
created the impression that it
could take the whole day to
collect an identity card but it
is possible within minutes
Once you pay some money.

Eko Trust gathered that
sometimes the amount is as
high as N500, but it is still ne-
gotiable. It, however, cannot
be less than N300.

For instance, registration
officials operating inside a
building at the Ajeromi coun-

= PR R

cil secretariat doesn’t collect
anything less than N300 be-
fore issuing you identity
cards to people.

A woman at the centre
who was saddled with the re-
sponsibility of collecting the
money on Thursday did not
hide the fact that it is only with
money that the people could
be saved the trauma of being
abandoned for the whole day.

“If you don’t want to
complete your money, then
wait so that you can collect it
free,” she yelled sarcastically
at a man who gave her N200,
pleading that it was all he had.

“One of those who came
for the cards said that the ex-
ercise had been commercial-
ized as only those with money
could get the cards.” 1

It was learnt that the same |
thing happens at Apapa,
Amuwo-Odofin, Ojo and sev-
eral other centres across the
state.

“It is everywhere my
brother,” a young man who
said to have registered at
FESTAC Town said, adding
that he also paid N300 to col-
lect his.

customers who are owing
somewhere around Isale-
gangan area when the Area-
boys warned the officials not
to tamper with their wire.

The officials who ignored
the earlier warning and went
ahead said that he was sur-
prised when the miscreants
descended on them with ma-
chetes and inflicted various
injuries on them.

The area boys also seized
the ladder brought by the of-
ficials saying there had been
persistent power outage in
the area since last Christmas,
adding that such did not stop
PHCN from serving them with
exorbitant bill every month.

The management of

PHCN office lat Idumagbo,
however reported the matter
to the Adeniji ‘Adele Police
Station, where the victims
were taken to Lagos General
Hospital for medical attention.

. Officials of the Idumagbo
undertaking office who. felt
bad and insecure: about the
incident, embarked on strike
on Thursday by switching off
about five transformers that
are on the same line as the
Isale-gangan transformer,
thereby throwing the whole
areas into darkness.

An unconfirmed report
stated that the PHCN officials
who were attacked by the mis-
creants were not officially
sent to Isale-gangan for any

disconnection, but went
there as usual to extort from
their customers.

It was also gathered that
a senior officer from the
PHCN Lagos zone headquar-
ters, sympathized with the
victims, but blamed them for
the illegal disconnection,
saying government will not
be responsible for their fam-
ily if they had lost their live
in the process.

Meanwhile, aggrieved
customers from Alli, Palm-
church, Idumagbo and Isale-
Agbede areas who were af-
fected by the blackout gath-
ered themselves to storm the
Idumagbo office to protest
the injustice PHCN had
meted on them

VACANCIES

-

Requirements

Requirements

A newly licensed telecommunication company situated in KANO backed by
the most modern technology is in search of capable hands with high level of
integrity, commitment and efficiency for the following positions:

1. NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR

A minimum Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Technology and 5 years
working experience in networking and IT environment. CCNA certificate
highly desirable but more importantly, demonstrated proficiency with Cisco
routers switches and firewalls. Vast experience and solid understanding of
UNLX operating systems, DNS, DHCP and web caching software, all running
within the UNIX environment highly desirable. The selected individual should
have a basic understanding of bandwidth management and traffic shaping.
Experience with VoIP technologies, transport protocols, QoS provisioning and
Web Hosting is a must. Familiarity with VoIP billing systems and SS7 softwitch
a plus. Ability to adapt and learn new technologies quickly. Ability to speak
Hausa would be an added advantage. Must be a Team Player.

2. TECHNICAL ASSISTANT

OND, HND Electrical/Electronic is desirable, Basic understanding of RF., P,
VoIP, TDM valuable. Must have at least 2 years experience working with
Microsoft products. Demonstrate minimal understanding of IP and networking
principals. Must be motivated and have appropriate communications skills.
Good English and Hausa is a must. Must be a Team Player.

ONLY CANDIDATES WHO MEET OUR REQUIREMENTS
WOULD BE INVITED FOR THE INTERVIEW

All applications to be addressed to:
The Managing Director,

Horizon Broadcasting & Telecommunications Ltd,
Ground floor, African Alliance Building,
F1 Sani Abacha Way, P. O. Box 10986
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Inside Politics

Gen. Murtala on our minds

ike October 1 1960,
the year of Nigeria's
independence, Febru-

ary 13, 1976 has become in-
delibly etched in the nation s
political annals like a red
mark on a canvass. Red be-
cause, like with all violent
events in our cheque red his-
tory, blood of the innocent al-
ways become the judgement
of those who execute dia-
bolic projects.

In life, as in death, former
Head of State, General
 Murtala Ramat Muhammed
remains an enigma, a hard
nut to crack by social ana-
lysts, as well as historians.
While some are criticising
him as the man who dealt
awkwardly with the civil ser-
vice with his sack “with im-
mediate effect” policy, others
said that he was the only
leader who had a vision for
7113 countryam{ evémﬁe con-

‘ t\ami like a.lvl e
* known herags the,man him- *
self left the s@e “like @

v Has the present Ieader-
ship copied him well enough
“ior is he inimitable. It is a
question the Kano lecture
“holding today in his honour
- will seek to answer. Inciden-
‘tally, the closest person
(apart from his family, that is)
i to the late Head of State is
the incumbent president.
President Obasanjo should
be held accountable for not
being the perfect acolyte, if
we are in an agreement that
he has not followed in his
master s footsteps.

But then, the late Nige-
rian leader is a tough act to
follow like Nelson Mandela,
Thambo Mbeki and other
legendary leaders.

Below is an abridged
rendition of Gen. Ramat’s
engaging Odyssey from birth
to his final day on earth.

His life and times

General Murtala Ramat
Muhammed was born on 8
November 1938, one of elev-
enth children of Risqué
Muhammed and Uwani
Rahamat, in the Kurama Quar-
ter of the ancient trade centre
of Kano. He was educated at
Cikin Gida and Gidan Makama

primary schools in Kano. Af-
ter gaining his school certifi-
cate at the Government (now
Barewa) College in Zaria in
1957, Muhammed enlisted in
the ngenan Army and was

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

sent to Britain for trammg at
Sandhurst. Royal academy as
an officer cadet. His training
completed in 1961, he re-
turned to Nigeria as a com-
missioned 2™ Lieutenant and
was posted to the Army Sig-
nals.

After spending one year
at the Catterick School of sig-
nals in England, he went to
the Congo (now Zaire) where
he served with the United
Nations’ Peace-Keeping
Force. On his return from
Zaire, the second military
coup of July 1966 found him
among the young officers
who formed the next military
administration under General
(then Colonel) Gowon.

When war broke ‘out be-
tweenthe Féderal forces and
the army of the break-away

nfed |
Tirst Gﬂnﬁfal Officer-Coni-

thanding, in August i%‘ﬂhns
’ candlé in the wind” g pa w’ :
3 faken i

) mmral Stdie. After

* three umuecessﬁﬁ a&empts -
‘Muhammed led his troops |
north-wards, crossed the

Niger at Lokoja and marched
down to take Onitsha. He re-
turned to Lagos in March
1968 to be again appointed
Inspector of Signals and be-
came a full Colonel in April.
He was promoted Brigadier in
October 1971, after a year at
the Joint Services Staff Col-
lege in England, and took his
first political appointment as
Federal Commissioner for
Communications on 7 August
1974, which he combined with
his military duties at the Army
Signals Headquarters in
Apapa. He was holding both
offices when he was named
Nigeria’s new Head of State

and Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces on 29 July
1975, following the coup
against Gowon who was at-

tending the 12™ Summit meet-

ing of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) in
Kampala.

The new Head of State
said that, “the nation had been
groping in the dark and the
situation would inevitably re-
sult in chaos and bloodshed
unless arrested... After the
civil war the affairs of state,
hitherto a collective respon-
sibility, became characterized
by lack of consultations, in-
decision, indiscipline and
even neglect. Indeed, the

General Murtala Ramat Mohammed

public at large became disil-
lusioned and disappointed by
these developments. The
trend was clearly incompat-
lble w1th the phllosophy and

image of our collective re-
gime”. He instituted mass re-
tirement and dismissals of
about 10,000 officials from the
armed forces and civil service
for incompetence and corrup-
tion, immediately introduced
measures to decongest the
ports, to remedy and petrol
shortage and reduce inflation.
He outlined a political
programme that included the
creation of seven more states,
the drafting of a new consti-
tution and the organization of

state and national elections
as prelude for a return to ci-
vilian rule on 1 October 1979.
He acted quickly on the issue
of Lagos as the Federal capl-

|

tal in view of its congestion
and dual role as headquarters
of the Lagos State adminis-
tration and of the national
census. He disposed of the
emotive issue of properties
abandoned during the civil
war. He announced that the
Federal Capital would be
moved from Lagos to Abuja
in a more central part of the
country. On the national cen-
sus, General Muhammed
stated that the 1973 census,
whose results had never been

In life, as in death, former Head of State, General
Murtala Ramat Muhammed remains an enigma, a hard

nut to crack by social analysts, as well as historians.

While some are criticising him as the man who dealt

awkwardly with the civil service with his sack “with im-
mediate effect” policy, others said that he was the only
leader who had a vision for his country and even the

continent.

o oE

: A.._';V-ac matched only by its dyna- |
the:

made public, would be can-
celled and that the 1963 fig-
ures would be used for plan-
ning purposes. These mea-
sures were enthusiastically
welcomed by Nigerians who
not only felt motivated but
also became committed to a
new order with a clear-cut
policy and a goal to achieve.
Even the large-scale purge of
public employees, whose
scope was broad enough to
allow for victimization and a
subjective rather than objec-
tive approach, was taken n
good stride, enhancing Gen-
eral Muhammed’s “no-non-
sense”’, business-like atu-
tude. .

While giving Nigenans
the confidence and lead m a
tackling their problems,
Muhammed also impressed
on Africa and the world that
it was time Africans took de-
cisions and worked together |
§o )heuown interests. Tak-

lheqniuauve }nNovemb:L}

; 3&975, vernment of Ga-

the‘MfLA GQrcmmem of’
- President N as the hgp—
mazeaﬁtho i
“a _dlpl.omattc oﬂe)s ve‘

g age

said. “lt is nodonger under the -
orbit ofany extra-continental
‘power. It should no longer
_take orders from any country,
however powerful. The for-
tunes of Africa are in our
hands to make or mar”. Gen-
eral Muhammed thus brought
Africa’s“miost populous and
one of its richest nations out
of its erstwhile vacillating ap-
proach to African and foreign
issues to play a more a
role. Guided by pragmatism,
this energetic feature of
Nigeria’s diplomacy has con-
tinued even after the death of
Muhammed.

A simple, unostentatious
and devout Moslem who dis-
carded the pomp and trap-
pings of office, General
Muhammed regarded himself
as working for the overall in-
terest ofAfnca much in the
same context as he saw him-
self in Nigeria. He shunned
the protective cavalcade of

escort troops while going
about his business. This very
simplicity which won him the

roni-

trust of Nigerians was
cally to make him an casy prey

for the dissidents in the army
who ambushed and shot ham
on his way to work in Lagos
on 13 February 1976. He lefia
widow, Ajoke, who is a close
relative of General Olusegum s
Obasanjo, General
Muhammed’s right-hand man

and successor.
Cudléd from Makers of
Modern Africa.
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The Entire members of the Veterinary
Profession in Nigeria mourn ng;lzss of
a very prominent mem
vFomdatm S&-‘eilow of the COHF%
Nigeria (FCVSN),
D, Budear Shab, oo disdon
Sahn!cy 4" February 2006.

Or. Bukar Shaib was the first Nigerian
to obtain a Degree in Veterinary
ﬂedicineaﬁa'm';gfmmfhe
University of Liverpool in . He was
also the first Nigerian member of the
Veterinary Council of Nigeria and was
instrumental to the ishment of

the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1969
{formerly Decree 37 of 1969)

Until his death, he served in various
mﬂwmm
S, Sptetah Ao
MnndSeumymdoFdwd
Minister of Agriculture and was
awarded the Commander of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria (CFR).
As we mourn his demise, thzlegnu«

he left behind will surely endure
test of time

He has since been buried according to
Islamic rites.

I May His Soul rest in perfect peace,

Dr. D.G. Maddo, ... v
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resident Olusegun
P Obasanjo has expre-
ssed regrets that educ-
ation, as it is presently offered
in the country, has led to the

' rejection of the nation’s cult-

ural and traditional values.
The president, who was
represented by his special

{ assistant on good govern-

ance, Chief Kanu Agabi, at
the opening ceremony of

| three days education summit

organised by the Catholic

- Church, rejected’any appr-
' oach which compels the
| country to learn everything
' from the western world.

“It should no longer be

i the case that while our you-

ths are experts in the geogr-
aphy and customs of other

| nations, they know little or
nothing about ours,” he said.

The president urged par-

ents to take greater interest
| in the education of their

children, stating that nothing

| will be achieved by teachers

{ if parents do not cite good
| examples to their children.

On the fight against corr-
uption, the president said “we
must give up corruption. A
corrupt nation'can only
produce corrupt children.”

He added that urgent
steps must be taken to elimi-
nate the scourges of irregular
and wrongful admission of
unqualified students, examin-
ation malpractices, confer-
ment of honorary degrees
under circumstances which

February,

i3

2006

By Benjamin Auta,
Reporter
compromise the integrity of
universities, the practice of
cultism by students and illicit
relationship between staff

and students.

In his remarks, the chai-
rman, Education Committee of
the Catholic Bishops Confe-
rence of Nigeria, the Most
Reverend Anthony Obinna,
said that the Catholic Church
policy on education in Nigeria
would be reflected in the
various papers to be pres-
ented and discussed at the
summit.

He said the church welc-
omes its present partnership
with government as it will go
a long way in strengthening
their relationships.

Also speaking at the
occasion, the Catholic Arch.
Bishop of Abuja, the Most
Reverend John Onayekan,
stated that the church is cha-
llenged to respond adequ-
ately to the needs of the coun-
try’s desire for development.

He said, “by this, we do
not mean education for Cat-
holic alone, but rather human
education, based on certain
principles of genuine intell-
ectual formation.”

The Arch Bishop said that
the church is equipped to
adjust to the changing times
as there would be no room left
for complacency on its part.

The summit, which is the

Daily Trust

INEWS
‘Obasanjo decries relegation

of tradition in schools

first organised by the Catholic
Church in Nigeria, has the
theme: “Catholic education in
Nigeria within the 21*
Century

President Olusegun Obasanjo

coalition of non-
governmental orga-
nisations in Lagos

has warned the National
Assembly not to pass the

. National Institute of Reprod-
. uctive Health (NIRH) bill
. before it into law, declaring

the bill as a surreptitious atte-
mpt to legalise abortion in the
country.

The warning came ahead
of the public hearing on the
bill slated for next Monday by
the Senate.

The director of the Lagos
Resource Centre, Dr. Bridget

. Itsueli who spoke on behalf
i of the NGOs in Lagos on

Wednesday, stated that the
bill was worded innocuously
by its sponsors to hide its
main objective of seeking the
legalization of abortion in the
country.

Dr. Itsueli noted that the
issues of sex education, cont-

. raceptives, family planning

and abortion were the main
components of reproductive

 health.

“Reject pr
bill”

By AbdulFatah Olajide, |
Senior Reporter (Lagos) |

She reasoned that in the
event of failure of any of the
first three options, the propo-
nents of reproductive health
would then consider legali-
sing abortion as the only
option.

“We signal and express
our total opposition to the
legalization of abortion as a
strategy to enhancing adole-
scent reproductive health;”
she said.

According to her, reprod-
uctive health sex education
curriculum and teaching
materials are offensive to
parents and guardians, add-
ing that they advocate the
teaching of various methods
of contraception to young
students of junior secondary

o-abortion

schools or children from ten
years of age.

“Sex education of this
kind, which simply gives
information devoid of a moral
framework, will increase rather
than decrease the incidence
of promiscuity and teenag®
pregnancies,” Dr. Itsueh
explained further.

She noted that promis
cuity has been on the rise n
Western countries where sex
education and abortion have
been liberalized.

Dr. Itsueli declared that
the notion of ‘safe sex” was a
rusé, adding that abstinence
from sex until marriage was
the correct sex education that
adolescents must be given.

She observed that the
scourge of HIV/AIDS “has
provided an excuse for abn-
ormal concentration on the
sex health of young persons
to the detriment of their total
health’.

Okene FCE holds
14™ convocation

; he 14" convocation of
the Federal College of

Education, Okene, for

' the award of certificates,
| presentation of prizes and
i conferment of honours on

distinguished Nigerians has

| been scheduled to begin on
| Tuesday, February 21, 2006
i and end on Saturday, Febr-
| uary 25, 2006.

The week-long program-

{ mes of the convocation
i ceremony will commence with
| a pre-c<onvocation press
| briefing by the provost, Dr.

O.E. Abdullahi.
There will be exhibitions

by various schools and
| departments on Wednesday,
| February 22, 2006. On
| Thursday, February 23, 2006,
| there will be alumni/SUG/

management social intera-

! ction and novelty football
| match.
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A renowned university

| on Friday, February 25, in the

' college auditorium. The

k By Abdullahi M Gulloma,
| Reporter

lecture topxc is: ‘The Place of
NCE Programme in Educ-
ational Growth and National
Development’.

Saturday, February 26 will
be the main convocation day,
featuring the award of the
Nigerian Certificate on Educ-
ation (NCE) to eight sets of
graduands of the college from
1998 to 2006.

The convocation is
expected to be graced by the
Minister of Education and
visitor to the college, Mrs.
Chinwe Obaji. The Governor
of Kogi State, Alhaji Ibrahim
Idris, is expected to be the
guest of honour, while Dr.
Isyaku Kabir, executive
secretary, National Commi-
ssion for Colleges of Educa-
tion (NCCE), will serve as the
chairman of the occasion. The

Federal College of Education,
Okene.
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| he Inspector General of
@ Police, Sunday Ehin-

dero, and the minister
of Police Affairs have been
",iasked by the former Gover-
| nor of Anambra State, Dr.
| Chinwoke Mbadinuju, to
| urgently intervene and inves-
tigate the bribery scandals
currently rocking some top
police officers who were alle-
ged to have collected the sum
of $337,000 bribe from the
former governor at gunpoint
as ransom. )

This was contained in a
letter of petition forwarded to
both Inspector General of
Police and Police Affairs Min-
| ister on Tuesday, 7th Febr-
| uary, 2006 by Barrister Luke

Aghanenu, the counsel and
solicitor to Dr. Chinwoke
| Mbadinuju.
i Inthe petition, Luke Agh-
| anenu averred that earlierinv-
| estigations into the murder

IGurgedtop

1 Correspondent (Lagos)

case of Barnabas and Abigail
Igwe as contained in the police
report dated 16th May, 2003
exonerated Dr. Mbadinuju,
only for the police to later
come up with two trumped up
charges and series of black-
mail, extortions and deliberate
obfuscation scheme in
October 2005.

The petition affirms that
the police officers who later
accosted Dr. Mbadinuju on
5th October, 2005 at his law
office in Abuja on the ground
that Mbadinuju was suspec-
ted to be connected to the
abduction and murder of one
Mr. Ken Emekayi, menacingly
demanded the sum N100,
000,000:00 from Mbadinuju so
that he would not be taken to
detentiondead or alive, on the
orders of a purported comm-

issioner of police.

The petition read in part:
“While tactically playing
along and also fearing for his
dear life due to ammunition
brandished by these police
officers, he was blackmailed
to raise a total of $337,000 for
them on that day and prom-
ised to pay the balance of
N50, 000,000.00 subsequently.

“That Dr. Mbadinuju’s
subsequent complaint to the
police in this regard led to the
setting up of a sting operation
and the resultant arrest of one
Mr. Daniel Enyiego by the
Lagos State CID, Panti, as he
came to collect the remaining
money promised the police
officers.”

It further stated that the
police later tumed around ag-
ainst the petitioner, Dr. Mbad-
inuju, invited and detained
him on the spurious allegat-

ions of “induceément of public

robe $337,000

ormation’ “aiding and abett-
ing’ and ‘conspiracy to mu-
rder of the Igwes, which was
later changed to ‘the actual
murder of the Igwes’.

“And later ingeniously
charged Dr. Mbadinuju
together with the same Daniel
Enyiego (one of the alleged
extortionists who was arres-
ted by the police in Lagos wh-
ilst trying to collect the bala-
nce of N50m) as co-accused
in the matter,” the petition
claimed.

While accusing the police
of deliberate obfuscation in
the investigation of the mu-
rder of the Igwes, Mbadinuju
said the police had now curio-
usly set up three different
murder charges on this matter
with three different sets of
accused persons in three
different courts in Abuja,
Onitsha and Nnewi.

According to-him; oneof
the police officers involved in

this robbery and extortion
incident had been charged
with an offence and the
evidences of Mbadinuju on
this matter has not been
properly investigated, despite
their very probative value.

Further, the petition ave-
rred that “from information
available to our client, the
police have refused to follow
useful leads that might help
solve the puzzle of the murder
of the Igwes ostensibly in
their bid to protect their colle-
agues implicated in the exto-
rtion saga.”

It stressed that “the pol-
ice have refused to invest-
igate the useful leads into the
finances of the accused pol-
ice officers and Mr. Ken Em-
eakayi, the property purch-
ased with the extorted money
and the bank acco-unts
where such money was paid
into”.

Mbadinuju via his solicit-
ors demanded from the IGP

bribe scandal

and the minister for Police
Affairs to urgently intervene
in this matter and bring their
well-celebrated motto ‘To
Serve and Protect with Inte-
grity’ to bear, in order to prop-
erly focus the investigation on
the truth and dispense justice
to all in accordance with the
law.

“We insist that our client
is entitled to a fair hearing of
its cause and is completely
innocent of this allegation of
the murder of the Igwes until
the contrary is proven by due
process of the law. Most
importantly, our country,
Nigeria, deserves a just clos-
ure of this gruesome murder
and all the ancillary matters
that have arisen from this
investigation.”

Mbadinuju further dema-
nded protection for the mem-
bers of his family who are now
being constantly harassed by

licemen and Mr. Ken

yi.

AD vows

e-voting

_“The Alliance for Democracy,
AD, has vowed to resist the
use of electronic voting
machines at polling stations
during the 2007 general
elections, describing the
system as a ploy to rob the
electorate of their votes.

Disclosing this during the
presentation of certificates to
285 members and the
commissioning of a clinic by
~Tthe Bola Ahmed Tinubu
Campaign Organization,
BATCO, at the weekend, the
Lagos State Commissioner for
Works and Infrastructure,
Engineer Rauf Aregbesola,
said the proposed electronic
voting system could not be
trusted and as such, the party
would resist any attempt to
impose the system on
Nigerians.

“We will mobilize the

Ehindero gives
- N8m to families of
- deceased officers

he Inspector-General of
Police, Mr Sunday

Ehindero, has given
out sixty-six cheques worth
N8m to families of deceased
policemen who died in active
service.

Presenting the cheques to
the beneficiaries in Abuja
weekend, Ehindero said that
the programme was introd-
uced to serve as a form of ins-
urance to policemen.

Ehindero said that the
scheme was designed to as-
sist the immediate families of
deceased officers and men as
a way of improving their we-
Ifare even after death.

“The gesture is aimed at

and to serve as first aid to
their families,” he said.
The News Agency of

officers.

to resist

From Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos) |

people to resist the machines
‘because we have no faith in
the machines. The machines
are instruments for electoral
manipulations,” Aregbe
stated.

While stating, that the
system may create a setback
to the electoral process,
Aregbesola said when the
democratic rights of the
people were not protected,
any election carried out would
not be a true representation
of the electorate’s wish.

According to him, “We
are determined to protecting
the rights of our people
because democracy without
the right to choose is no
democracy. So, what we are
doing is to ensure that the
democratic expression of the
people is protected and
defended.

“We will not in any way
obstruct democratic
advancement but we would
only be jmproving and
enhancing the democratic
culture and spirit of the

le.”

He alleged that every
where the machines were
used, there were various
frauds in the electoral results.

“In every country where
these machines had been
used, they were found to be
anti-people, dubious and
unreliable. They have not
generated the competence we
have been made to believe.

officers’, ‘concealment of inf-

e omsP

Kaduna Progressive Coalition (KPC) elected new officers to run ﬁ;:ﬁ‘aim of the group on Sarinlay in Kaduna. P:cture shows f}o- (r-

1), Alhaji Abdulfatah Murtala; Vice Chairman, Alhaji (Dr) Mohammed Kabir Umar, chairman; Suleiman Ahmad, Secretary; Abdulkarim
Abdul, PRO; Dr. Sani Abdulkadir, Assistant secretary; Alex Baidi, treasurer, after the swearing ceremony.

Corruption responsible for fake drugs -Prof. Akunyili

he Director-General of
I the National Agency
for Food and Drugs
Administration and Control
(NAFDAC), Prof. Dora Aku-
nyili, has identified corruption
as one of the major factors
responsible for fake drugs in
the country.
This was contained in a

By Abubakar Haruna,
Reporter

statement signed by the
head, Public Relations unit of
the agency, Abubakar Jimoh,
and made available to Daily
Trust.

It stated: “The director-
general identified corruption

and conflict of interests, inse-
cure and unfriendly environ-
ment, chaotic drug distribu-
tion, weak legislation, false
declaration by importers and
sophistication in clandestine
drug manufacture as some of
the factors responsible for
proliferation of fake and
counterfeit drugs in the
country.”

remembering those who lost |
their lives through gallantry |

V‘i Nigeria (NAN) reports that |

| cheques ranging from N300, |

000 to N500, 000 were given = Howard Garin in his office,

out to the families, depending” | i
on the ranks of the deceased = t© prod the sensitivity of oth-

| ers as it could lead to crisis

Makarfi condemns blasphemous Danish cartoon

overnor Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi
of Kaduna State has

condemned the Danish new-
spaper cartoon which blasph-

i emed Prophet Muhammed
i (SAW), saying people should

respect other people’s reli-
gion.
Makarfi, who made the

. condemnation yesterday

when he received the spiritual
leader of Jewish community
in the United States, Rabbi

said itdid no good for people

[ From AbdulRaheem Aodu,

and disunity.

He stated that “drawing
the cartoon caricature of an
ordinary human being is bad,
not to talk of the cartoon of a
Prophet of God. This issue of
freedom of expression which
people are using could, if care
is not taken, bring more harm
than good.”

He called on religious
leaders to ensure that people
are not allowed to play on the
others’ sensitivity, even as he

noted that the peace enjoyed

in Kaduna State is due to the
efforts of all stakeholders.
Governor Makarfi noted
that previous crises experie-
nced in the state were due to
economic and social vices,
rather than religious.
Speaking earlier, the Ra-
bbi, who is on tour of Nigeria
to promote peace and unity,
described the uproar which
followed the cartoon attrib-
uted to the Jewish community
as exaggeration, as he said

the Jewish people are peace- |
loving and non-violent as was |

being reported.

Italso enumerated staff re-
orientation and motivation,
administrative restructuring
and modernisation of regu-
latory processes, beefing up
of surveillance at all ports of
entry and intensive public
enlightenment as some of the
pragmatic steps taking by her
leadership to combat the
hydra-headed problem of
fake and counterfeit drugs.

According to the state-
ment, the DG has been invi-
ted by Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard Unive-
rsity, USA to share Nigeria’s
experience in the battle against
fake drugs with students and
researchers of the institution.

In her guest lecture entit-

led, Tackling the scourge of
Counterfeit 5mgs in Nigeria,
the statement indicated that
Akunyili will give graphic
details of how NAFDAC un-
der her leadership achieved
the rare feat of reducing the
prevalence of fakﬂs drugs by
eighty per cent within a period
otgtl'z)ur and a half years

It stated that the director-
general, who said that the
United States of America
which hitherto had no prob-
lem of fake drugs, now has a
lot to learn from the Nigerian
experience, and therefore
gave an insight on how the
management of NAFDAC
was able to turn around a
once moribund agency into a
model of public sector
efficiency and probity

The statement further
indicated that the guest lec-
ture was co-sponsored by the
Kenny School of Govern-
ment, African Caucus, the
Women and Public Policy
Programme as well as the
Centre for Business and
Government in the USA
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- Your appointed Turbaning on Saturday Febmary 18th, 2006 as Shettiman Katagum by H:s
Royal Highness, the Emir of Katagum, Alhaji (Dr.) Muhammad Kabiru Umar (CON) did not
come o us s a surprise. We believe honesty,
nerosity, hardwork and Discipline are some -
Fyour attributes; It is therefore a case of

ALH. ABBA HALIRU
SHETTIMAN KATAGUM

are on this special occasion, sending our sincere

con jratulatory massage to you , you are a role model worthy
of emulation. May Allah shower his blessings of sound health,
protec“hon and guidance on you. Allah ya ja zamani Amin.

ned by: Alhaji Umar Hassan and family




EFCC, ICPC not enough
—World Bank official

e efforts of EFCC and
ICPC in Nigeria are not
enough to wipe out

corruption in the country, a
World Bank official has said.

Mr Sahr Kpundeh, a
senior official at the World
Bank Institute, New York,
' who stated this in a workshop

Srecently, said however that

Nigerian can eradicate
corruption by evolving
| institutional framework in
' that regard.

According to him, it is
vital for African nations to

l-‘mm’Bright Ewulu

Deputy Business Editor, Lagos
straighten their justice
system, the police and ather
institutions which will enable
them to combat corruption.

He regretted that the anti-
corruption agencies usually
focused on big fishes, while
more corrupt individuals are
being created by the sydtem.

He said Botswana is the
best case-study where the
anti-corruption strategies
had a success.

According to him, in

places where the strategies
have worked, they are usually
independent, well funded and
accountable.

Therefore, he stated that
there is need to find ways of
handling the

into major corruption’.
He also pointed out that

the media are needed to |
support the anti-corruption
war in order to ensure that the |
adequately |
moblllzed for the battle |

society is

- We stand by our story on Zamfara

—

he chief executive,
Fuza Communications
Services, publishers

of Desert Herald, Malam
Tukur Mamu, has challenged
the Yerima Network to take it
to court if it felt aggrieved by
its publication on how
{ N2.1bn was looted in Zamfara
| State in six months.

- Tukur told Daily Trust in

| Kaduna at the weekend that,
“we stand by our story
iwhich was in the public
{interest and we view the
' threats by the Yerima Network
as the ranting of political
apologists.”

He said the publication in
(its last edition was not

~ personal and was backed

with relevant documents,

adding that several frantic

efforts were made by Desert

Herald reporters to get the !
views of the Zamfara State |

Secretary to the Government
(55G) and ilie comunissioner

i for information who refused |

ito comment on the issue
i before publication.

'story against Governor

=<Ahmed Sani or anybody’s

political ambition; and we do
not belong to any political

group;

anybody’s threat of legal
action.

= “I am not from Zamfara

and we never intended to
discredit his religious beliefs,

bove}hormed S‘am

e il

so no politician |
: . the
motivated the story and we | . : :
cammot be intimidated by | simulation exercise held at the

i Armed Forces Command and

. Staff College (AFCSC) Jaji,

and anybody who feels !
libeled can go to court,”

From Sam Babadoko,
Regional Editor, Kaduna

Tukur declared.

Solicitors to the Zamfara
State governor, Ilal’Am
Chambers, Kaduna, had on
3/2/06 written to the
publishers of Desert Herald,
asking for a retraction and an
apology to Governor Ahmed
Sani before 6/2/06 or it would
institute a suit for the alleged
libelous publication.

On the 6th January 2006
publication, captioned,
Zamfara: How N2.1bn was
looted in six months, the
paper alleged that over NSOm
was spent on a mght party

Stakeholders task NEMA

- Desert Herald

in Gusau, sixty-three cars
shared to local artistes,
governor and commis-
sioners’ wives danced with
the governor in public, while
the governor allegedly said
music was not haram.

The paper also published |
which |
allegedly awarded fraudulent

some documents,

contracts worth over N2.1bn,
and other activities the paper

felt went against the Sharia |

professed by the governor.

Tukur said on several |
occasions, he called the SSG, |

Alhaji Abubakar Hussaini

Moriki, for comments.but he |

(SSG) refused to speak.

on ine use of neiicopier

National
EEmergency
Management Agency

. (NEMA) has been enjoined

byiedid 5ot publisit-the to add more helicopters to its

fleet to be able to tackle
unforeseen emergencies.
Stakeholders in disaster
management in the country
made the call at the end of
five day training

Kaduna at the weekend.
According to a statement

: made available to Daily Trust,
. the stakeholders agreed that

NEMA cannot acquire all

| necessary equipment for the
| ‘management of disasters, but
. however stated that the only
t | helicopter in the fleet of the
. agency

| ' inadequate.

was  grossly

They also appealed to

| the agency to collaborate
§  with
' | management agencies te
. regularly and continually
- | take stock of available

state emergency

resourceg, like equipment
and personnel to enhance

operations of concerned .

bodies.

This; according to Air

"Ry Ahdnllahi M. Gullama, ' |

Reporter

Vice Marshal Femi Gbadebo, -

Director of Operations,

Defence Headquarters, who

is also chairman of NEMA’s

Technical and Logistic
Committee, is necessary due |
to the reduction on efficiency |

of many institutions and

equipment in recent timese He
said that regular stock-taking
would prepare the owners to |

put their €quipment on
serviceable condition at all
times. AVM Gbadebo decried
the over emphasis on NEMA
during emergency situations.
According to him, every
stakeholder, including
individuals, has inherent
capabilities in managing
disaster if properly put to use.

Meanwhile, NEMA’s
Assistant Director of
Planning and Forecasting, Dr.

Zanna Muhammed, in his |
remarks, stated that one of the
major obstacles confronting
emergency
management is the refusal of |
private sector, especially |

NEMA in

construction companies, to

cooperate with stakeholders |
in emergency’ preparedness |
process.

Daily Trust

petty
corruption, because ‘it is |
petty corruption that grows |
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FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUGATION, OKENE
P. M. B. 1026, OKENE, KOGI STATE

Februarv 13, 2006

The Provost
Dr. 0. E. Abdullahi
On behalf of the Governing Council and the Academic Board
has the pleasure to announce that the

(onvocation
(eremony

Of the College for the Award of Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE). and
Prizes to Graduands of the College from 1998 to 2005 (Regular and Sandwich)
will take place on Saturday, 25" February, 2006 at the Convocation Arena,

4 |

/ 3V ! /
i
DATE EVENT TIME VENUE
Tuesday, 21st February, 2006 {Pre-Convocation Press Conference 1000 am College Aucitonum

Wednesday, 22nd Feb,, 2008 | Exhibitions 12.0C noon-Sp.m Various Schools

Thursday, 23rd Feb,, 2008 AlumniiSUGManagemant
{i} Social interaction 1000 am. College Augitorm
(i} Novelly Football Malch 400pm College Footoall Pitch

(i} Graduands/Management Interaction 10.00-11.00p.m. College Auditorum
{ii} Pre-Convocation Lecture 4.00-5.00p.m  Coliege Auditorium

Tovic: The Place of NCE Programme in Educational
Growth and ’&a{umat Jeaeﬁcpmmt

A W s ok
.vm u uxgux

Vice-Chancelior, Universilty of Abuja, Abua
be hosted by

Friday, 24th February, 2008

Poinmd sy sseow
WUHGDL s.su:u-c‘

(il Cockiall Pary lo b

Chairman, Goveming Council 8.30pm. Colleg n
{iv} Alumni Re-Union Nite Dinner 730pm College Auditorium
Saturday, 25th February, 2008 §(i Convocation Ceremony for the 200am Convocation Arena
Award of Certificates, Confermsnt
of Honorary Fellowship Awards ang
Presentation of Prizes. {5} Commissioning o Projects

Graduands of the College from 1998 - 2005 and members of the public are cordially invited toall the functions.

NOTICETOTHEGRADUANDS |

.

Hiring of Academic Gowns:
Academic gowns will be available for collection at the Student Affairs Unit as from Thuraday 23rd February,

2006 between 7.30 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. each day after payment of N500.00.

All hired gowns must be returned at the close of the ceremony or latest by Monday, 2 7th February, 2006. After
this deadline, a daily surcharge of N200 will be collected from defaulters.

Guests are expected to be seated by 9.30 a.m. The procession to the Convocation Arena commences at 9.00
am. ; o

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS: The Order of Progeeding which contains names of all the graduands wall be
available at the cost of Five Hundred Naira (N500: 00) only.

ALUMNI REGISTRATION: Graduands are expected to register with the Alumni Association with the sum

of Two Hundred Naira (N200.00) only.

For further information on the Convocation Ceremony, please call these numbers

08033600012,08065661699,08034501506,08035955543
SIGNED:

. G. B.Oba (Mrs.)

Registrar
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Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited

An ExxonMobil Subsidiary
Operator of NNPC/MPN Joint Venture

2005/2006 University Scholarship Awards

r
4

g

N

Mobil Producing Nigeria, operator of NNPC/MPN Joint Venture, announces its 2005/2006 Scholarship Awards to the foliowing Nigerian undergraduates who were
successful in the Aptitude Tests conducted recently. All awardees should pick up their Award Letters from the respective departments in their institlutions. Please note
that the awards are provisional and subject to the terms and conditions specified in the offer letter.
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1londay, February 13, 2006 Trust

<
NNPC/MPN 2008/2008 Scholarship Awards {Conto |
N, LAST NAME FIRSTNAME | W | INSTTUTION | DISCIPLINE STATE OF i RO, LAST NAME FIRSTNAME @ M INSITUTION DISCIPLINE | STATE OF
| i ORIGIN | ORIGIN
' ALBEA ‘ !
AMINA AT unise SEOLOGY RIVERS ]
UNIPORT i : ERE 1
UNN : L FERE 4?
-
|
K 454 GAMBO i3 ~
& 485 ARDULLAM Al : BMICE J
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JACK Ry ¥
For further information, please contact:
Manager, Training Manager, Field Human Resources
Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited Or Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited
1, Lekki Expressway Qua Iboe Terminal, lbeno '
Victoria Island P.M.B. 1001 !
P.M.B. 12054 Lagos Akwa lbom State :
!
i
An ExxonMobil Subsidiary
Mobil House, Lekki Expressway, Victoria island, P.M.B. 12054, Lagos
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ormer African triple long
champion, Brown
Ebewele, has said that

Nigeria do not deserve to win

any medal at the forthcoming

Commonwealth Games in

Melbourne because

preparations for the event have

been shoddy.

The former champion
asserted that preparations for the
all— important tournament have
not reflected any form of
seriousness and commitment to
success noting that even the
Mobil Track and Field

. Championship used to select
athletes for the games has fallen
below standard.

“We do not deserve to win
any medal at the Common-
wealth Games because of
shoddy preparations which do
not show any sign of
seriousness.

systemic failure in administr-

adding that the authority seem

What I have observe is a

ation, planning and organization |
such that even athletes have |
resigned to their fate and |
therefore have not complained |
=< las always the case because it |
would be to no effect”, he said |

Olusoji Fasuba...Nigeria’s fastest man

C'wealth Games.

By Patrick Andrew,

{sst. Head Sports Desk
pleased with the situation even
though it is to the detriment of
sports.

The Delta State director of
Sports said he was compelled to
draw the conclusion based on
the general lukewarm attitude
towards systematic preparations

nadequate preparations
could mar Nigeria’s
chances in athletic events of
next month’s Commonwealth
Games in Melbourne, Australia,
says a former national coach.
According to Tobias Igwe,
“Nigerian athletes will not make
much impact in athletics at the

‘Nigeria doesn

that would ginger athletes to
respond with zest and vigour.
“Once the level i-of
preparation challenges athletes
to peak performance then one
could be hopeful of possible
medal hauls but what we have
on ground is neither
encouraging nor inspiring.
Athletes have rather kept quiet

Commonwealth Games due to
poor arrangements, as well as
preparations.”

Igwe told the News Agency
of Nigeria(NAN) at the weekend
in Abuja that “lack of proper
planning and inconsistent
training programmes will affect
our performance at the games.”

on the situation because
complaining would lead them to
nowhere and of course they
stand to get some largesse if they
play the dumb and get selected
for the jamboree in Melbourne,”
he said.

Ebewele lambasted the
sponsors and organisers of the
tournament for the shoddy show,

He accused officials of the
sports ministry of inconsistency
in arrangements, planning and
organisation of ftraining
programmes to boost athletes’
performance and morale.

According to him, “unlike
other countries, Nigeria has been
using a trial-and-error approach,

onday, February 13, 2006

't deserve medals

-Ebewele

stressing that there was nothing
to indicate a tournament of that
magnitude was being held in
Abuja because of poor publicity.

He said until administrators
learn to plan for and implement

rather than long-term planning
for the games.”

He said the Athletic
Federation of Nigeria (AFN) had
been changing national coaches
at will, “without due regard to
capability and continuity.

“This type of situation does
not give room for continuity and

asuba becomes Nigeria’s fastest man

taly-based Olusoji Fasuba
has won 100 metres race
t the 17th Nigeria/NNPC/

Mobil Track and Field
Championships in Abuja, to
emerge the fastest man in the

Former AFN boss gi

ormer President of the
Athletics Federation of
Nigeria (AFN) Smart
~kraka has expressed
satisfaction with the

performance of -athletes at

tk ust-concluded 17th
%~ Niger.a/NNPC/Mobil Track
I Championships in

and

Abuja that the skills
displayed by the athletes
was quite high. compared to
the previous editions.

He said the emergence of
up coming athletes as
winners in various events
was an indication that
athletics was.witnessing
rapid growth in Nigeria.

He pointed out that it was
{'béginning’of anew €ral in
unknown
t the country

hich athletes

uld repre

and were expected to spring

surprises and upsets in
international meets.

“We have a great future
in athletics going by what I
have seen in the last three
days,” he said, adding what
was needed to be done was
to give the
support and encouragement
to the new discoveries to
attain theirpotentials.

Akraka said that
this -was done-there—was

necessary

Ofnce

nothing stopping them fre

excelling at next month

country. Fasuba finished the
race in 10.13 seconds, thus
fulfilling his ambition of
winning the event. Uche
Emedolu placed second in
10.14 seconds

Oriala was third in

ile Chinedu
10.33
seconds. ( African
Champion. Al nea
distant fi 34
seconds.

Fasub
victory to

determina

'\!k‘h\!\ d

start

contest

For
Kemas«
100 m i ERE
seconds Mercy Nku
took th position in
11.40 ¢

End ce Ojokolo came

third in 11.59 seconds.
Kemasodia told NAN shortly
after the that
deserved to win, because she

es pas

Commonwealth Games in
Australia.

“Since athletics is an
individual event, necessary
support and facilities must be

i 1

race she

provid y the athletes by
the AFN because that is the
on an make it,” he
sa

’)‘}\HV
n

had committed much to the
event.

Kenechukwu Ezeofor of
the Prisons Athletic Club
won the discuss men event
with a mark of 51.14 metres,
while James Chidozia of
Enugu State came second
with 52.14 metres. Godwin
Imoisi of the Red Lion Club
of Edo placed third with 41.78

metres.
In other events, Glory
kp of the Nigeria
0 vice (NIS)
8} Ll i [N
Endurance Abinuwa of

)1 L

the 400 metre

hurdle in 58.84

Del
WOIICn
seconds. About 700 local and

forcign based athletes
competed in 42 track and field
events at the three-day
championship meant to
select Nigeria’s flag bearers
at next month’s
Commonwealth Games in

Australia.

mark

Also commenting, AFN
President Violet Odogwu-
Nwajei, told NAN that the
championships lived up to its
billing as the biggest athletics
meet in the country.

An elated Odogwu-
Nwajei said she was short of
describe the
championships, which, she

word to

-~ Nigerian athletes.”

programmes which are
developmental inclinc
sh@ddy approach to scrious
engdgements would continue &
rock preparations for major
tournaments.

.
~UCH

e’ll not perform well -Coach

tends to retard the progress and
growth of our athletes and
officials,” Igwe noted

The coach asked the AFN
to introduce grassroots-oriented
programmes, “in order to
discover hidden talents and
long-term training programmes
for the future development of

Mobil Athletics
Notebook

rganisers of the 17th
igeria/NNPC/Mobil
Track  and Field
Championship were forced to
mobilise secondary school
students to attend the cvent
closing ceremony due (o poor
spectator turnout.

Seats at the 60,000 capacity
National Stadium, Ab
almost empty for the three-da
duration of the championships
expect for a handful of el
and officials.

The usual
associated with tl

s

was missing be

no sp

necessary miorn
Most of'th

of athletes compx

events were 1
forcing journal ¢
guessing.

Also, results whi
always made available
previous editions were lacking

forcing sportswriters to queue
at the information centr in
Poor publicity 1 1ll-

preparations rubbed «
year’s Nigeria/NNPC Mobil

Track and Field Championships
of its glamour, and the thrll that
had characterised the past
editions.

Most residents of the capital
city who were supposed to watch
the games free-of-charge were
not even aware tha vas
holding as they imed
ignorance.

Officials, however, atributed
the low turn-out to the backwand
shift of the championships
enable the Athletic |
Nioeria (AEN) =
thext month’s C

€iaineg i Melb
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rom January 20 to
FFebruary 10, Egypt

hosted Africa’s biggest
sporting feast —the Africa
Cup of Nations. The
continent’s best 16
assembled on this revered
African soil to show their
mettle, while millions of
viewers world-wide watched
the action on television.

, Africa Cup
" of Nations

EGYPT 2776

Egypt’s captain Hossam Hassan hding the African

. Assistant Editor, with
Agency Reports

The organization of the
25th MTN Nations Cup will
rank as one of the best in the
history of the Nations Cup.
The LOC and CAF worked
hard to ensure that all the
aspects related to the smooth
organization of the event
were implemented.

Egypt are always good
hosts of African football
They have done it before and
very well indeed. Football
followers over the years,
remember the good
organization of the 1986 event
in Egypt where also the hosts
lifted the crown by beating
Cameroon on spot-kicks.

The analysts contend that
like 1986 and even far away
in 1974, the Egyptians
maintained their class as
good organizers and
hospitable people.

The chairman of the local
organizing committee Hani
Abu Rida and his entire
team, together with CAF
must be congratulated for the
many hours they put together
in ensuring that all the
systems worked smoothly
during the championship.

The opening ceremony

entertainment part of it was
classic with a mixture of
African, European, Arabic
and Oriental.

The media and the other
visitors to Egypt could not
complain. The media centres

operated fully and the
volunteers on duty did their
utmost best to ensure that all
the journalists did their job
without hiccups.

For transport no one could
complain. Teams, officials,
referees and the media had
their vehicles ready all the
time.

The security, the most
important aspect in a
tournament of this
magnitude, could not be
doubted. The Egyptians
threw the best security ever
and the tournament ended
without any incident.

The matches were equally
captivating. There was no
team that did not provide
entertainment. After all,
football is always good when
there is plenty of
entertainment before you get
the winner and the loser. In
the case of 2006, everything
was provided. Angola might
have been eliminated in the
first round, but they had
some good football to show.
Libya too, left for Tripoli
satisfied with their

in the cold. Then Pascal country.

Feindonou’s Guinea think, The semi finals were

they were denied progress equally tense and energy

by hard luck. sapping. The youthfu
The entertainment of DR Nigerian side reached their

Congo with their fluid third semis on threc

movement, remniscent of
their celebrated ndombolo
music also added colour to
the 2006 showcase. After all

occasions respectively. But
their luck ran out when they
drew Ivory Coast

Alexandria. Drogba nette

the preliminaries had been
played, the eight remaining
involved in
Cameroon,
t, DR Congo,
senegal, Guinea and
Ivory Coast reached the
quarter finals and full action
exploded.

Defending champions
Tunisia could not survive.
Their sharpshooter Silva dos
Santos with four goals-in his
pocket ‘was cut out in the
quarters as the Super Eagles
cruised home 6-5 on
penalties.

Senegal, yet to win the
Nations Cup had to survive
plenty of scares before
eliminating Guinea in the
quarters. But Egypt had it
slightly easy when they shut
out Congo 4-1. The biggest
quarter final between Ivory
Coast and Cameroon had to
be settled on penalties, with
the Elephants romping home

teams

were

ne

the decider in the 46th minut
to end Nigeria’s dream

Egypt had a match on the
hands when they toile
eliminate Senegal 2-
close and absorbing
final showdown. The re
meant a final confront
between the hosts Egypt
Ivory Coast on 10.2.200
was regarded as the bes
pairing the tournament ¢
have.

If the opening ceremony
was colourful and enticing
the closing feast was electric
Over 100,000 spectators were
at the monumental Cairo
national stadium to witness
the cup final. And the
mammoth crowd was not
disappointed as good
football was played for over
two hours with Egypt lifting
the crown through spot kicks
(4-2) to claim their fifth crown

=

was truly colourful and well
orchestrated. The

performance after many years

to a historical 12-11, in a What makes football
match Samuel Eto’o misseda popular is the crowd and
penalty that condemned his Egypt had it.

ations Cup
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AHIL FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby informed that the above name Foundation has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under Part C of
the Companies and Allied Matter Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

I. A.A. MACHIKA, ESQ. pnm.

2. SHEIK MUH. HADI BALARABE

3. ALH. IBRAHIM LITI

4. ALH. LAWAL RUFA'I
|l Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square. Wuse
Zone 5, PM.B. 189 Abuja, within 28 days of this publication or to the
undersigned Law Firm.

Signed:
A.A. MACHIKA & CO
(Attorneys & Legal Consultants)
Neo. 33 YAHAYA MADAKI WAY, KATSINA
KATSINA STATE.

DOCUMENTS

- The original acknowledgement letter and receipt of |
‘payment for land allocation by FCDA belonging to |
MR. LINUS UKACHUKWU of Plot 30 Idu!
‘Industrial layout with file number AN5938 has been
reported missing. FCDA and AGIS to note.

Signed:
ANSELM OKOLO

LOSS OF LAND
DOCUMENTS

The original acknowledgement letter and receipt of
payment for land allocation by FCDA belonging to
MR. EMEKA UKACHUKWU of Plot 30 Idu
Industrial layout with file number AN5939 has been
reported missing. FCDA and AGIS to note.

Signed:
ANSELM OKOLO

AL-IHSAN FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby informed that the above name Foundation has applied
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under Part C of the Companies
and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

1 Alh. Bala Abdullahi, MFR

2 Alh. Ibrahim Isa

3 Imam Saidu Musa

4 Justice M. D. Abubakar

5 Dr. Mai-Wada Abba

6 Alh. Muazu Isa

7 Mal. Mansur Sodangi
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, PM.B.
189 Abuja, within 28 days of this publication or to the undersigned Law Firm.

Signed:
A.A.MACHIKA & CO
i (Attorneys & Legal Consultants)
Top Floor, U.B.A. Building, Katsina Read, Funtua,
i Katsina State.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the original
document of Bwari Area Council Land allocation
paper of Plot B12 of about 600m? at Kubwa Phase
[l Annex layout (Gbasango West), belonging to
PAUL FINYIN at Dutse Alhaji is missing. All effort
to trace it proved abortive. If found please contact
the nearest police station or the above owner address.

MISSING PASSPORT

I, MR TONI ELIAS ZAKHEN, Lebanese. National declare that
I have lost my passport which number is 1980804 issued in
Beyrouth on 15® Sept., 2001 in the city of Dedde Kaura. I would
be very grateful to any one who find this passport to call me on
my phone No. 08057987735 or to hand it to my home address ¢
o Mr. Chikhani George Zakhem Construction Nig. Ltd.

Maje Dikko Road, Suleja. P.O. box 1060 or to the Embassy of

Lebanon on the following address Embassy. of Lebanon, Plot
762 Luke Chad Crescent, Maitama=Abuja.

JOINT ADMISSION AND

MATRICULATION BOARD

Re-Mr. Tajudeen Olanrewaju Hassan. Until his death was the Board’s Chief
Public Ralations Officer.
He was survived by:

Mrs. Amudat Hassan - Wife
Musadeeq Hassan -Son
Fatimah Hassan - Daughter
Aisha Hassan - Daughter
Ridwan Hassan - Son

May his soul rest in peace. (Amen)

The omission of Aisha Hassan on the earlier Advert is regretted

LOSS OF CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY NO. SS.

792 IN THE NAME OF MR. JOSEPH O. ODUNAIYA
This is to inform the general public of the loss of certificate of :
Occupancy No. SS 792 in the name of Mr. Joseph O. Odunaiya !
(late). The said C of O got lost while in the possession of UNION
BANK OF NIGERIA PLC, Ahmadu Bello Way, Sokoto and all
attempts made to race it has proved abortive. The generl public

and Sokoto State Ministry of Lands Housing and Survey should : |

please take note. Signed Barr. Solomon Alimasunya, 4 Fodio
Road Sokoto.

| CHANGE OF NAMES |

i I, formerly known as KYANTIKI DANASABE, now wish to be known as MADAKI
i DANASABE EMMANUEL. All documents remain valid

I, formerly known as MISS FAITH NKIRU ASANYA, now wish to be MRS. FAITH NKIR
i UCHEGBULAM. All former documents rei

main valid. Public to note

i I, formerly MARYAM SAIDU SALEH, now wish to be known as MRS. MARYAM DAUDA
i USMAN. Former documents remain valid. University of Maiduguri and General public

note

i I, MISS MONISOLA AYEJIMIWO, now wish to be called MRS. MONISOLA ESTHER
{ BOLU OLUKOYL. All former documents remain valid. DNCR note

I, formerly NONYELUM NZEAKOR, now wish to be known as MRS. NONYELUM
NZERIBE. Former documents

remain valid. General public to take note

i 1, formerly MISS EGBOJA HELEN, henceforth MRS. HELEN ANIKPE OKONKWO

Former documents remain valid, M.F.A. to note

{ 1, formerly known as MARYAM BASHIR SULAIMAN, now wish fo be known as MARYAM |
{ ALIYU AMENU. Former documents remain valid. The University of Abuja, NYSC and tl
i public to note

i 1, formerly known as OLADIPO ISAAC MALIKI, now wish to be known as OLADIPO

ISAAC AGBOOLA. Former documents remain valid. The public to note

i 1, formerly kpown as PASTOR CHRISTOPHER DAVID, now wish 1o be called PASTOR
CHRIS D. RAYMOND. Former documents remain valid. General public to please ne
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helsea boss Jose
Mourinho has bemo-
aned the fact his side
| must wait a whole week before
{they can bounce back from
Saturday’s 3-0 defeat at
Middlesbrough.
|  The Blues’ next outing
after their Riverside mauling
1s against Colchester in the FA
| Cup fifth round on Sunday.
“It’s a pity we can’t play
|in two or three days as I like
to play straight away after a
bad game,” Mourinho said.
“Now we have to wait
{until Sunday before we play
again. But the players will
have to think about this
defeat.”
The shock reversal was
| the heaviest defeat in the 20-
{month reign of Mourinho -
|and the joint-biggest loss of

his whole managerial career.

It was only the third time
he has lost a Premiership
game - the two other occa-
sions being a 1-0 defeat at
Manchester City on 16
October 2004 and a 1-0 loss
at Manchester United on 6
November 2005.

Mourinho has only ever
lost 14 league games, inclu-
ding Saturday’s match at

Boro, in his five-and-a-half

years as a manager with
Benfica, Uniao Leiria, Porto
and Chelsea.

The only other occasions
on which he has lost by three
goals in a league game in his
managerial career were on 8
March 2002, when Belen-
enses beat his Porto side 3-0,
and 5 November 2000 when
Benfica went down 3-0 at

-

Mourinho laments Chelsea week off

Maritimo.

The Blues chief admits he
was stunned by the his
team’s inept performance at
the Riverside.

“In my time at Chelsea,
this is the third defeat in the
Premiership and you can say
it was the worst,” he said.

“Middlesbrough had a
better attitude than us as they
need the points to survive.

“But one of the qualities
of our team is the way we
usually approach games.
Every opponent is shown
respect and every player
starts and ends with maximum
concentration.

“That’s why we don’t lose
too many matches and why
we keep a good level through
the season. So yes, our
performance in this game did
surprise me.”
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i Mikel Obi w‘a voted the best young player of thc ust concludedAcan l\aos Cup in Egypt. Chelsea said they have |
been dragged mto a row w:th Manches‘ter Umted over the wgnature of the thermn talent. i

Chelseare

nglish Premiership

side, Chelsea, are sad
_ that they have been
-dragged into a row with fel-
low Premiership side
Manchester United over the
signature of Nigerian talent
John Mikel Obi.
' Mikel, who was voted the
best young player of the just
concluded Africa Nations
:Cup in Egypt were the Eagles
-placed third, is the subject of
a contest between the two

13, 2006

English teams.

Chelsea chief executive
Peter Kenyon, who himself
joined the London club from
Man United a couple of years
back, said the club has been
“dragged” into a battle with
Manchester United over the
signature of Nigeria’s John
Obi Mikel.

United believe the Blues
have hijacked the 18-year-
old’s move to Old Trafford
and have subsequently

or

Doaily Trust

asked football’s governing
body, Fifa, to investigate.

“We have been dragged
into this on the basis that the
player wants to come to us,”
said Kenyon.

“If that gets sorted and he
becomes available, we’d like
to sign him,” the Chelsea chief
executive added.

Mikel, who played at the Af-
rican Cup of Nations, signed
a deal with United from Nor-
wegian side Lyn Oslo but later

Players exit cripple

wuanyanwu Nationale of
Owerri are the least
leased with the attitude
‘of some of their players who
‘have defected to Enyimba of
i Aba after signing the CAF
-Confederations Cup licence
for them.
- And the Owerri outfit are
‘equally not happy with the
‘ Peoples Elephant, Enyimba,
for habouring the players
‘against the existing under-
-standing between the teams
‘which are going to represent
the country in the CAF club
-competitions.
. Iwuanyanwu Nationale’s
‘leading scorer in the con-
‘cluded 2005 season, Mangut
Mbwas, midfielder Obinna

‘Nwokolo and former El- |
{Kanemi Warriors striker !

‘Oliver Agbo have drifted to
Enyimba after signing the

iCAF.. . licenges for
Twuanyanwu.
“Mbwas Mangut and !

equally signed the CAF li-
cences for us while Oliver
Agbo from El-Kanemi has
also discussed with us,
signed an agreement with us
and equally collected part of
his sign on fees,” Emeka
Iwuagwu, Team Manager of
Iwuanyanwu Nationale said.

“So we do not know
what they are doing in
Enyimba because they are
our pJayers,” Iwuagwu re-
stated.

He said that Rangers,
Enyimba and Iwuanyanwu
_Nationale have an under-

Nationale

standing not to poach each
other’s players.

“We held several meetings
in Aba, Owerri and Nnewi
where such issues as poach-
ing was discussed and
agreed upon, especially
given the fact that all of us
are going continental.

“Even NFA warned us
against poaching players
from each other. It was
against this backdrop that we

from Rangers when he came
to us,” the Nationale boss
said.

said he had been forced to
put pen to paper and wanted
to join Chelsea.

It later emerged that
United and Lyn then wrote
to Fifa, claiming that agents
acting on behalf of Chelsea
attempted to induce the
player to breach agreements
he had made.

They want Fifa to consider
imposing a transfer ban on
the Blues as well as barring
them from certain tourna-
ments describing them as ar-
rogant.

But Chelsea has since
come out to deny their arro-
gance tag.

The club’s chief executive
Kenyon said: “I don’t think
we want to be seen as arro-
gant, we don’t consciously
go out there to be controver-
sial.”

“We would be disap-
pointed if that was a tag that
stuck. There are certain
people who would take great
pleasure in being hated but

. we would rather be liked than
refused to take Sam Ledor | gigliked. But equally we are
i committed to making Chelsea

i one.

”

Nationwide

resident of the Nigeria
Scrabble Federation
Engineer Toke Akah
has not hidden his desire to
generate interest in the sport.

Akah who wants more play-

ers to embrace the sport said
the focus is to consolidate by

He issued a note of warn-
ing to states that are yet to
comply with directives for af-
filiations to do so as they
would not be allowed to par-
ticipate in the federation’s
programes.

The englme' cum sports

d g ing to

spread for scrabble soon

- Akah

National sports Festival in
April in Ogun State said he is
hopefulungre states will par-
ticipate in the sport.
Scrabble will for the second
time score as a medal-winning

‘Must Eguavoen go’

Burning Issues
with
Patrick Andrew

cut throat competition where winning is everything. Fai

Nobody loves sad tales especially in the world dominated by

ure, indeed, is an orphan when the ultimate prize is missed

And winning bronze for the third consecutive times surely makes
. Super Eagles chief coach Austin Eguavoen lonesome and beleaguered
- Not surprising, there have been flurry of calls for his head in com
| pensation for the misery Nigerians were subjected to during and
i after the Eagles loss to the Elephants of Ivory Coast at the semi
. final of the just concluded 25" African Cup of Nations. The angef 1s

not necessarily because they lose the match but that the players

- were lackadaisical, bereft of tact and apparently aimless such tha

ey«

. they could not even take one decent shot at goal for 90minute.

But many have exonerated the bunch of fleet footed lads wh
restored Nigeria’s soccer pride in the pulsating and highly tactica
match against the Carthage Eagles of Tunisia in the quarter - fin:
earlier. Rather poor selection by the technical crew is said to be th
bane of the inglorious exit. Their argument is hinged on Eguavoen

- obvious gullibility at big tournaments since he lacks the experienc
and may be the temperament to cope with the stress and rigour
i such events which only come with years on the mill.

"To appease the spuming anger, there is certain resurgent chant {c
the recruitment of a foreign technical adviser. Not a few have seer

. this as the magic panacea that would right the wrong done to Nigeria

et Mikel row

pride by indigenous coaches of yore. Others are apt to say this mus!

. be treated with dispatch to create a leeway for a fresh beginning for

the next edition of the tournament in Ghana only about 730 days
away.

While it is true that winning is every thing in a cut throat compe
tition, it should be noted that failure as a orphan comes with hasty
decision devoid of careful appraisal of situation and factors crucial
for attainment of well conceived programmes. Did the coach mani-
fest nitwit tendency as was the case with his predecessor both in

- sourcing for players and juxtaposing them for result? Has he poten-

tials for advancement or shown marked disinclination for improve-
ment?

The position being canvassed is for some indigenous coaches, if
need be, to understudy the yet —to — be- recruited foreign manager
for the Eagles for a considerable length of time before they are as-
signed the responsibility of coachmg the senior team. But this is
merely putting new wine in old wine skin. This process has been on
fo no benefit.

Perhaps a recap will buttress the point. In 1989, Paul Hamilton
was at the verge of qualifying Nigeria for Italian *90 when Clemens
Westerhof was employed. With only a draw needed to book ticket,
Westerhof presence distracted the camp and Nigeria lose to Cameroun
in Yaounde. The Dutch went on to drop Hamilton for Christian
Chukwu and Bitrus Bewarang. When he left his leech Jo Bonfrere
brought in Willie Bazuaye and Joe Erico. Of course, Erico resigned
because he could not stomach Bonfrere’s lapses and according to
him leamt nothing. Chukwu, who remained, was largely because of
his docility that borders on dumb headedness. Neither he nor

Bewarang have through club side successes shown the benefit of

understudying these coaches. It would seem that they were selected
and indeed lasted long as assistant coaches purportedly understudy-
ing them because they could easily be browbeaten. Recall Bonfrere’s
row with Erico!

The other argument that one must have gone through the mills as
a club coach to acquire the needed experience to handle the senior
team lacks solid merit because successes at the club level may not
translate to success at the higher level. It would depend on the
materials available, strength of opposition, and the contest in ques-
tion. As it is with some players who show class at club levels but
are not national team materials, there are equally coaches with track
records at the club levels but are never good senior team coaches and
are even unable to manage the most precocious assemblage of tal-
ents. Shuaibu Amodu for instance is a successful club coach but
would always have problems as national team handler. Yakubu

. Aliyegbeni is a fantastic club player but hardly replicate his prolific

form at the national team level.

Kalusha Bwalya, the chief coach of Chipolopolo of Zambia is not
known to have had club side management experience but who would
doubt his proficiency as national team coach considering the quality
of play exhibited by the team in Egypt? Same applies to Charles
Mhluabi of Zimbabwe whose team humiliated star-studded Black
Stars of Ghana coached by experienced Ramator Djukovic.

No, while it is true that some club side experiences could be an

. added advantage, personal character, disposition and capabilitics to

. acquire the requisite coaching skills as well as proficiency

. proach to the problem. If indeed the desire to go round the
i is of the essence, then efforts should be directed at equip

In trans-
. lating same into action are the crucial ingredients for success as
. senior national team coach.

Besides, there is no gain reiterating Eguavoen’s mistake in the
selection of the squad that took on the Carthage Eagles, but throwing
away the baby with the bath water is hardly the most logical ap-
-oblem

present crew to beef up their technical depth through dcliberate
sp(m\ovxhlp for foreign refresher courses.

¢ those who understudied Westerhof and Bonfrere. the tri
oen, Samson Siasia and Dan Amokachi are still young, am
ind have the potentials fo learn. These obvious ad+ antages
o the tilt. Federal "!"ir:a;‘(x.-’ need n e ISSUe
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Daily Trust Hotlines

*  Are you a victim of armed robbery attack?

* Have you been involved in an accident or been a
witness to it happening to others?

* Do you have a touching personal experience you
want to share?

“*  Call us on these numbers let the world read your story.
News Room
08039686854 and 08056418945
Advert

08033202211 an¢1_28033209894

EDITORIAL

emembering Murtala Muhammed

Today marks the 30th year of the assassination of

Nigeria’s former military head of state, General Murtala
Muhammed who was ambushed on his way to his of-
fice in Lagos and killed by fellow soldiers in an ultimately
futile effort to topple the military government which he

“headed between July 1975 and February 1976.

Thirty years after the assassination, the passage of time

has not eroded the strong feelings of admiration, respect

and awe that a mention of his name evokes amongst most
Nigerians, espetially those who were privileged to have wit-
nessed that epochal moment in Nigerian history.

What is it about the life, times and death of Murtala
Muhammed that have made him, so far, the only authentic
Nigerian hero, the martyr of our revolution? Is it the poi-
gnancy of a tragic early death? Is it the epiphany of national
possibilities that he unveiled? Is it the speed and the dis-
patch with which he addressed pressing national issues and
the immaculate patriotic fervour that guided his actions? Is it
because no one before and after him had packed so much
significant national action into so short a time?

On 29" of July, 1975 Murtala Muhammed through a blood-
less coup replaced as Nigeria’s head of state, General Yakubu

. Gowon, who had ruled Nigeria for nine years and was con-
i sidering against the wish of Nigerians an extension of time in
- office beyond a self-imposed exit date.

Murtala Muhammed’s six-month tenure has been justifi-
ably described as “momentous,” “action-parked,” “dynamic.”
Books have been written in effort to capture the spirit of his
times and the profound effect it had on the psyche of a na-
tion and a people that it appears is fated to the recycling of
inept leadership.

It took Murtala Muhammed exactly a week (August6) to

form his cabinet; a cabinet of only 25 very talented, very
. capable Nigerians.

On the 17" of August, Justice Ayo Irikefe of the Supreme

: Court was named Chairman of a four-man committee to exam-
.ine the need for the creation of new states. Measures were
‘introduced to decongest the ports, remedy the shortage of
 petrol, tackle inflation and effect the immediate release of 50
. prisoners who had been held without trial under the Gowon
' administration.

On the 11" of August, a seven-man panel headed by Jus-

 tice Akinola Aguda was constituted to look into the dual role

Lagos played as both the federal and state capital. On Octo-
ber 1, 1975, a committee headed by Rotimi Williams was es-
tablished to draft a new constitution for Nigeria as part of the
process of the return in 1979 of power to civilians.

Murtala Muhammed also took some controversial deci-
sions. The civil service was purged. The Daily Times and the
New Nigerian newspapers were seized by the government.
The 1973 census was quashed. The seizure of the properties
of Igbos in Rivers State was legitimised.

It is pertinent to note that the Aguda Report was not, as
is the case these days, kept away; they were acted upon

- immediately: Seven new states were created. Abuja was an-
‘nounced as the new capital city of Nigeria, a transition
 programme was also announced.

Internationally, Murtala Muhammed signalled powerfully
the emergence of a new Nigeria when he declared: “Africa
has come of age. It is no longer under the orbit of nay extra-
continental power. It should no longer take orders from any

‘country, however powerful. The fortunes of Africa are in our
‘hands to make or to mar.” This position was confirmed with
' the recognition of the MPLA government of President Neto

as the legitimate authority in Angola contrary to the prefer-

' ence of the Western powers. Nigeria led the way and the rest

of Africa followed to recognise MPLA as the legitimate voice
of the Angolan people.

Thirty years after Murtala Muhammed intervened to oust
a leader who was plotting to stay beyond a self-imposed exit
date, and a time when it appears that our country is drifting
once again towards the iron-gate, we‘re calling attention to
his martyrdom and to one of the reasons he gave for his
intervention: “Things got to a stage where the head of the
administration became virtually inaccessible even to official
advisers; and when advice was tendered, it was often ig-
nored. Responsible opinion, including advice by eminent
Nigerians was similarly discarded.

“The leadership, either by design or default, had become
too insensitive to the true feelings and yearnings of the
people. The nation was thus being plunged inexorably into
chaos.”
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Assessing Ni

e have so much taken for granted the fact that Nigeria is
too elastic. That when pulled to the extreme and every
thing points to its break-up, it would contract like an elas-

tic rubber.
How far can this country continue to expand and contract like
a rubber band without weakening its foundation? There is always
a limit that elastic can reach without contraction and it thereafter
breaks up. The history of Nigeria is full of contract and elastic.
Al some scholars may describe the history of Nigeria as
that of established accomplishment and partial success of over
forty-five years, while others see it as a case study of proven
disenchantment and colossal failure in amal ing the Northern
and Southem Nigeria into one country. In view of recent happen-
ings in the country, it seems the history of Nigeria is repeating

. Precisely after the October 1965 election into the Western Re-
ggn House of Assembly, there was breakdown of law and order in
region, especially in and around Ibadan. The House of Assem-
bly witnessed series of bloodshed. People were killed, houses
bumt and cars destroyed. the rioting started in Ibadan, it
later spread into other parts of Westem Region including Ilesha
‘where eleven lewereldlledmdatleastsmwmwaeirﬂnedm
reported on page 10 of the Daily Times of January 12, 1966. Here we
are again; forty years later and Nigeria is witnessing another shoot-
outin(ﬁg tate House of Assembly in the same Ibadan. The
Punch of Friday, December 23, 2005 reported on its front page that
the lawmakers engaged themselves in a gun duel that lasted for
Sevar?z]mdaym f th Friday December 23, 2005
newspaper of the same Friday ®
;ﬁzx)n‘edonils front page that two people were killed. According to
zsdaynewspa;])er in what seems like a replay of the First Repub-
lic era of the wild, wild, West of 1965, a rej Ibad;;rfonnance s
hap%gl.r‘xjng in 2005 in the same ancient city o =
e agitation for confederation or even total separation of the
entity called Nigeria is now rife. One may look back to pre-1966
crises. Each of the major ethnic groups controlling the then three
major re%onal government (save Mid-west) had at one time or the
other, publicly or otherwise mooted the idea of secession. The
problem with Nigeria had been that of stereo and somehow
generalised issue of North versus South, Muslim versus Christian,
oppressed versus oppressor, minority versus majority and most
recently, exploiter versus exploited.

Each of these divides has its own sinister undertones of dis-
trust, icions, tension, and irreconcilability.

Thmésgmnh sees the North as exploiter of its natural resources.
The Middle-Belt Christians see the other part of the North as op-
pressors. The old Cross River and old Rivers states see the Ibos as
oppressors. The Idomas feel dominated by the Tivs; the Annan,
are complaining of domination by Ibibios and even all other Yo
states see Ogun State as oppressive sors. This is because
all the Yoruba presidents/head of states, head of Interim National
Government, vice chairman of Gowon regime’s Executive Council,
Chief of General Staff, and June 12 President-elect were all from

Ogun State.
Tod:x,ﬁwe are witnessing the same scenario. The Southem
leaders their ing in Enugu, the Weekly Trust new:
of December 24-30, 2005 on its front page nﬁsoned thatthe
em leaders have threatened to pull out of Nigeria or settle for a
oonfBetw Nll%;ﬂ 1967, Dim Odumegu Ojukwu had opted i
een or
a confederate Nigeria based on Aburi Accord. s
What a co-incidence! Those who vehemently the
jukwu confederation idea were t South-South leaders like
ief Anthony Enahoro, the Military Governor of the old Rivers
State, then Navy Commander, now His Royal Majesty King Alfred
Diette-Spiff. Today, the entire South wants to pull out of Nigeria.
The North is not left behind. Chief Sunday Awoniyi even re-
that the North would not allow itself to be intimidated by
Southemn threat.
‘When Dim Ojukwu declared the Republic of Biafra, and the
civil war had just Chief Obafemi Awolowo on August 12,
1967 called on all Yorubas to rally round the federal cause, accord-
ing to the New Nigerian of 14th August, 1967.
Now after the release of the Enugu Conference communiqué, a

chieftain of the Pan-Yoruba group, Afenifere, one Chief Yinka
Odumakin, according to the Weekly Trust o 24-30,2005
on page 3 stated that Afenifere was not part of the Enugu (South-

em Leaders) meeting because they (Afenifere) foresee a hidden
hand behind the meeting.

In2005 asin 1967, history is here again ing itself. Now let
us look at the scenario where the country is divided into North and
South thus correcting the Lord Lu colossal ‘mistake’ of the
amalgamation of Northern and Southern Nigeria. The Southern
Nigeria as at now cannot form a solid country of its own.

We must not forget that while the civil war was going on, a

group of Yorubas, as reported on page 34 of West African magazine
of Jan 11, 1969 demanded for an independent nation of
Oduduwaland.

Let us assume that the South is divided into independent na-
tions of Biafra, Oduduwaland and South-South. Are we sure that
the a.%tan’on for self-determination by the Ogoni kingdom will not
rub off on other ethnic groups? Surely Ogoni kingdom will declare
its own independent nation-state. Then where lies the self-determi-
nation of the Ijaw nation, the Ibibios, the Binis, the Urhobos, the
Afemais, the Itsekiris, the Annangs, the Oros, the Iyallas, the
Kalabaris, the Ikwerres, the Andonis, the Ika-Ibos, the Sakwarras,
the Ishans, etc? All these and more ethnic groups may want to opt
out for self-determination and control of all the natural resources
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By Yakubu Bako

within their individual domain. On a more serious note, the Fkeds and
the Ibenos may opt out of the Ibibio nation. The Isokos will claim that
they are not Urhobos while the Quas will maintain that they are not
Efiks. What happens to the Sokis, Anyimas, and the Mbubes of
t Cross River State? Mention should be made of the Ekpeyi-
gennis (Epie-Engennis), the Abuas, the Egbemas, the Degemas,
and the Etches of present-day Rivers State: This is just to list but a few
in what is known as South-south %t;opolitical zone.

Letus take a critical look at the Yorubas. Yes, it is true the Yorubas
are one. The oneness of the Yorubas in Nigeria is because of the
presence of other major ethnic gmups It is like the oneness of the
white Americans in the United States. They tend to be together and
as one because of the presence of the Black Americans. V\;i\ere there
were no Black Americans, the whites would start discriminating against
themselves.

Where are boxed into one nation-state of Oduduwaland,
then there will be the emergence of self< determination of the Awons,
the Yewas, the Oniris, the Eguns, the Ogbomoshos, the Ebirras, the
Ishuas, and the lajes. Howwmxldﬂmeeﬂmicgyomsfairaﬁmnsl the
dominance of the Egbas and the Ijebus, knowing full well that the
Egbas/ljebus had produced all the nine Yoruba presidents and their
equivalents in Nigerian politics?

The emergence of Biafra nation-state without the present South-
South zone would mean the Igbos going it alone. But would it stop
there? Won’t the people of Onitsha maintain that they are the supe-
rbi‘(l)r gce lt].;l the r&slt) Ig;)pwaﬁ'ans_‘[?hﬂxe Ontiltlsha le are nk(;t S?O}?h‘ih,

t they have snul . They are the proud peacocks of the |
race, and the only Ibo race with an ancient and well-established Obi.
Thml] opcnlg'omam' tain that they are the real Ibos, while the rest
Bia are Igbos. That Ibos are superior to Igbos. What of the
people of Owerri who would claim that their Igbo dialect (which 1s
sweet and feminine) is the best of Igbo language? How about the
Wawas of Enugu State? Can anyone deny them the quest for seli-
recognition and self-determination?

e Abriba warriors may claim stfxperiority over all other Igbos
because of their courage, agility and fearlessness. Although Chris-
tianity may bind them together, however, there is the likelithood that
the Seventh Day Adventist followers would claim to be superior
because of their adherence to Biblical Sabbath day worship. What
happeg)s to the minority Igbo Muslims of Afikpo and Ama-Hausa,

Coming to the North, already the Middle Belt has carved an
identity of its own. The Middle Belt or North-Central geopolitical
zone is made of so many ethnic groups among them are the Tivs
Angas, Ninzama, Biroms, Jabas, Jukuns, Kajes, Kajurus, Ebirras,
Egedes, Gwaris, Bachamas, Baburs (Buras), Margis, Bujis, Cham bas,
Kambaris, Igallas, Nupes, Idomas, Jawaras, Goemais, etc.

In the emergence of a qumblic of Middle Belt, the people of
Katsina-Ala of Benue State will finally claim that they are not Tivs;
that they have long been oppressed by the Tivs to the extent that
their own dialect is almost extinct.

Will other ethnic groups like the Anagutas, Balis, Barkes,
Mumuyes, Yagbas, Manchoks, Bunus, Beles, Madas, Limonos, etc
keep mute or will they come out to demand for better ition or
demand self<-determmation? In a Middle Belt country, the Bwatiyes,
_I}'Ihbulaszlzlmd ﬁﬁ: Bataii willfdﬁnird not to be opm Bachamas.

will just have to fight for their own equal rights and recognition.
% ﬁJnally leaves g]c up-North maybe to be known or become
the Republic of i, made up of the three main ethnic groups of
Hausa, Fulani and Kanuri. Here the Fulanis will now separate them-
selves from the Hausas vis-a-vis the Kanuris.

The onlty binding force will be the Islamic neli%ion. But then what
becomes of the minority Christians among them? Even in present one
Nigeria, we have been mdin%i)rf clashes between the Fulani herds-
men and the Hausa farmers. Within this geopolitical set-up, other
ethnic groups like the Affades, the Bades, the Balleres, the Ngweshes
(Ngoshes), the Teshenawas, the Kanembus, the Arawas, the Wurbos,
etc. would emerge to claim equal recognition from the three major
ethnic groups that would constitute the new country.

The agitation for ition and self-determination by each eth-
nic group in Nigeria will be an unending issue as long as there is
perceived (real or imaginary) common enemy. The Hausa-Fulani and
to some extent, the Kanuris are one today because the South<-South,
the South-East, and the South-West, as well as the Middle< Belt see
them as their common enemy. If the South-South, South-East, South-
West and even the Middle Belt cease to have a common enemy, then
each geopolitical zone would look inward for their individual common

enemy.

Tﬁe Urhobos will then have to contend with the Itsekiris, [jaws,
Isokos, Tka-Ibos, etc. The peoglc of present-day Southem Kaduna
would feel max%?alisedbythe igger Tiv ethnic group ina republic of
t. The cries of inliustlce and marginalisation, which have

Middle< Bel
now surfaced in Nigerian politics, have indeed in truth been the mor-
tal defaces under which some Nigerians operate. The truth is that
every Nigerian feels inalised in one way or the other - politically
economically, and socizly. To all Nigerians, truth is one, but its apt
presentment in words tended to show a different facet in different
contexts. The gist of this write-up is that the present generation of
Nigerians can never attain the visions of Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe, Sir
Ahmadu Bello (Sardauna of Sokoto) and Chief Obafemi Awolowo if
we are besieged with hatred, distrust, and spite. Hatred, distrust, and
spite are not constructive contributions to the growth of our country
Let me borrow the Latin motto on the reverse of the Great Seal of the
United States of America; An-nu-it coep-tis “He (God) has smiled on
our undertakings - Amalgamation as the reason for Nigeria to have
remained one country. Nigeria, my country, we hail thee. Though
tribe, tongue and religion ma diﬁ}ér. the brotherhood in which we
stand may be very shaky right now, LET US JOIN HANDS TO-
GETHER TOKEEPTHISCOUNTRY ONE.

Colonel Yakubu Bako wrote in from 6, Yakubu Bako Close,

. Race Course, Nassarawa, Kano.
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