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98.2%
flunk
NECO
exams
From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

ONLY 1.80 percent of can­
didates that sat for the 2009 
November National Exam­
ination Council (NECO) 
examinations passed with 
five credits including Eng­
lish and Mathematics, 
resulting in a failure rate of 
more than 98 percent

NECO’s registrar Pro­
fessor Promise Okpala dis­
closed this in Minna yester­
day while announcing the 
results of the November/ 
December Senior Second­
ary School Examination 
(SSCE).

He said 4,223 candi­
dates passed the exam 
with five credits including 
Maths and English out of

^  Lagos State 
produced 
the highest 
number of 
candidates 
that passed

the 236,613 that sat for it in 
1,708 centres spread across 
the country.

He said candidates that 
scored five credits and 
above irrespective of sub­
jects were 12,197 or 5.20 
percent.

Okpala also said Ogun 
State produced the highest 
number of candidates that 
passed the examination 
with 1,076 representing 
5.45 percent of the total. 
Lagos State came next with 
900 representing 5.40 per­
cent while Abia recorded 
39 candidates representing 
Continued on page 5

2011 elections 
hold Jan or April

I  NEC proposes
By Abbas !imoh&
Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

ELECTION to the office of President 
of the Federal Republic due in 2011 
should hold either on January 22 or 
April 23 next year depending on the 
outcome of electoral reform bills now 
before the National Assembly, Chair­
man of the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) Prof. 
Maurice Iwu proposed in Abuja yes­
terday.

Iwu spoke at the opening of a three 
day national conference for stakehold­
ers in the electoral process with the 
theme “2011 General Elections: Issues 
and Challenges.” He said the presiden­
tial election could hold on any of the

two days or any other day, depend­
ing on the final contents of electoral 
reforms laws.

Senate President David Mark said 
at the same occasion that the Electoral 
Act will be amended and made ready 
for the next general elections. Chair­
man of the Senate Committee on 
INEC, Senator Isiaka Adeleke, who 
spoke on his behalf, also foreclosed 
the use of electronic voting machines 
in the 2011 elections. He said the most 
important thing is to get the electoral 
system right before plunging into elec­
tronic voting.

The presidential term of ailing 
President Umaru Yar’adua ends on 
May 29,2011 and elections are due by 
April next year under existing election

laws. The reformed electoral laws 
ultimately enacted by the National 
Assembly could force an election date 
in between the two dates proposed by 
INEC. Iwu said that until a notice of 
poll is issued either on August 2,2010 
or November 1, the provisional dates 
could still be modified.

He said, “We have prepared two 
provisional schedules for the elec­
tions. What this means is that what­
ever the National Assembly comes up 
with, it is incumbent on the commis­
sion to modify these dates to accom­
modate the provisions.”

The provisional time table also 
states that elections to the National 
Assembly could hold either on Janu- 

Continued on page 5
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Business
PENGASSAN 
says lack of ac­
countability and 
ownership are part 
of reasons nations 
refineries are not 
working 2 6

News Extra
Bananas may hold 
the key to powerful 
new treatments that 
protect against the
AIDS virus 39

Sport
Nigeria coach Lars 
Lagerback has em­
barked on a tour 
of Europe to meet 
the country’s top
stars 5 5  

Africa
Ghana President 
John Atta Mills met 
Ivorian envoy yes­
terday over border 
dispute f 8
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Meningitis kills 9 in Gombe
From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

NINE persons have died from 
cerebrospinal meningitis in 
Gombe State, the Commissioner 
of Health Dr. Umar Isa has said. 

The commissioner who

disclosed this yesterday while 
speaking with newsmen said 
94 cases had been reported 
this year. He added that 10 per­
sons were still receiving treat­
ment while the others had been 
treated and discharged, not­

ing that the disease had spread 
across the 11 local government 
areas of the state with the excep­
tion of Nafada and Billiri Local 
Government Areas.

Umar said the victims were 
between the ages of 5 and 15.

The commissioner said his 
m inistry had embarked on 
im m unisation with preference 
to places with records of the dis­
ease as well as identified densely 
populated areas, like prisons, 
schools and the NYSC orienta­

tion camp. He added that the 
state had since taken delivery of 
30, 600 doses of the CSM vac­
cines and had been distributed 
them  to all general hospitals in 
the state. He said treatm ent of 
the disease was free.

From left: Kaduna State Governor Nam adi Sambo, former INEC Secretary Alhaji Abubakar Jauro and PDP Deputy National Chair­
man Bello Halliru Moham m ed Aleiro at the INEC stakeholders meeting in Abuja, yesterday.

Police 
release 44 
Jos suspects
From Andrew Agbese, Jos

THE police in Jos yesterday 
released the 44 persons arrested 
at Riyom Local Government of 
Plateau State on Saturday After 
a thorough search of the men 
and the trailer in which they were 
travelling, it was discovered that 
the truck was filled with bags of 
cement and cans of palm oil.

Most of the passengers of the 
truck were mainly youths between 
the ages of 18 to 35.The police 
used metal detectors and mine 
sweepers to certify the content in 
the cement bags. They also found 
11 knives and two hammers.

One of the female passengers 
in the vehicle who gave her name 
as Mrs Ijeoma Stanley said she 
and the other women boarded 
the truck from Port-Harcourt and 
that they were going to Kano to 
sell palm oil.

She said the cement bags were 
already in the truck before they 
boarded it. She said the youths 
joined them at Okigwe in Imo 
state. The Assistant Commis­
sioner of Police in charge of the 
Criminal Investigation Depart­
ment (CID) in the state Femi 
Oyeleye confirmed to our cor­
respondent that the men had had 
been released.

New Nigerian 
gets Ag MD
By Abbas Jimoh

MALAM Tukur Abdulrahaman 
has been appointed the Acting 
Managing Director of the New 
Nigerian Newspapers.

He takes over from Mr Nda- 
nusa Alao who has been acting in 
that capacity since the expiration 
of his tenure.

Chairman of the Northern 
Governor’s Forum and Gover­
nor of Niger State Dr. Muazu 
Babangida Aliyu has approved 
the appointment, according to 
a statement by the Secretary 
to the Niger State and Coordi­
nating Secretary of the forum 
Dr. Mohammed Kuta Yahaya. 
Malam Abdulrahaman was until 
his appointment the Daily Editor 
of the newspaper.

Meanwhile, issues concerning 
the repositioning of New Nigeria 
Newspapers among other issues 
will be discussed at the meeting 
of the forum next week Thursday 
in Kaduna, the statement added.

Nyako commends Media Trust
From Ibrahim Muhammad,Yola

ADAMAWA State Governor 
Murtala Nyako on Monday 
commended the management 
and staff of Media Trust, pub­
lishers of Daily Trust, Weekly 
Trust, Sunday Trust and Aminiya 
newspapers for promoting the 
basic tenets of journalism which

according to him would ensure 
stable democracy and peace­
ful co-existence. Nyako, who 
said this when he received the 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Media Trust Mallam 
Kabiru Yusuf in Yola, expressed 
concerns that many newspapers 
in Nigeria used sensational head­
lines, unconfirmed and distorted

stories just to sell their papers. He 
urged Media Trust to uphold the 
ethics of journalism, pledging his 
support.

Earlier, Yusuf said he was in 
Yola to inform the governor and 
the people of the state that part 
of the responsibilities of Media 
Trust was to give voice to the peo­
ple by bringing to the fore issues

that affect the society and to com­
miserate with the governor on 
the death of Lamido Adamawa 
Aliyu Mustafa.

He said work on the Maid- 
uguri printing press had reached 
80 percent and that when com­
pleted, all the states in the North- 
East would be able to read any of 
the Trust titles in the morning.

Fire incident: House delegation to visit Kano
By Nasidi A. Yahaya

THE House of Representatives 
yesterday constituted a seven- 
member delegation to visit Kano 
State and commiserate with the 
state government over the recent 
fire incident in Kantin Kwari tex­
tile market.

The members are Reps Patri­
cia Etteh,Abdul Ningi.Overah 
Joyce,Bala Bantex, Gilbert
Nnaji,Buba Jibrin and Ibrahim 
Kamba.

The lawmakers in a motion 
sponsored by Rep Danlami Hamza 
(ANPP, Kano State) also urged the 
Federal and state governments to

assist the victims.
Leading the debate, Hamza 

said the victims needed to be sup­
ported to re- start their businesses. 
According to him, the market was 
famous for textiles not only in 
Nigeria, but in Africa.

Rep Ubale Jakada Kiru (ANPP, 
Kano State) said over 8000 shops

were burnt in the incident, adding 
that the motion came at the right 
time. He commended the National 
Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) the Kano State Fire Serv­
ice and the state government for 
their prompt response.

The House unanimously 
adopted the resolutions.

PIC: FELIX ONIGBINDE
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FRESH tomatoes and pepper on display at a market in Abuja after the end of strike by the Pepper Sellers Association

Biz activities pick 
up after strike

Reports from Rakiya A.Muhammad, 
Ismail Adebayo, Ruqayyah Aliyu, Isa 
Umar Gusua, Yemi Bamidele, Kayode 
Ekundayo and Zakariyya Aderamola.

DEALERS of food stuff and con­
sumers across the country are 
counting their losses resulting 
from the one week warning strike 
by the traders in the North just as 
normalcy gradually returns to the 
various markets in the southern 
states.

Daily Trusts investigations 
show that hundreds of trucks 
conveyingassorted food stuff and 
animals from the Northern states 
have been arriving the various 
southern markets.

Dealers in perishable items in 
Sokoto revealed that they might 
have lost over one billion naira 
worth of items to the strike they 

* embarked upon to protest against 
multiple taxation charged by gov­
ernments of southern states.

The cost of the strike
Secretary o f Vegetable sellers 

association in Sokoto, Abubakar 
Sahabi said the total loss incurred

by dealers in the various products 
in Sokoto amounted to two bil­
lion Naira adding that dealers in 
perishable items such as tomato 
incurred 80percent of the total 
loss.

“People that suffered most 
were those with perishable items. 
We incurred over N2billion loss, 
representing over 80 percent of 
the total loss”, he said.

Sahabi said during the strike 
over 1,000 vehicles that usually 
convey produce and food stuffs 
from the north were idle.

Our correspondent who spoke 
with pepper and tomatoes sellers 
in Jega, Aleiro and other towns in 
Kebbi State reports that they may 
have incurred over N300 million 
due to the recent strike.

The chaiijnan of the associa­
tion of pepper and tomato sellers, 
Alhaji Salihu Isa Bello, said the 
amount represented total amount 
lost during the strike as almost all 
the tomatoes and pepper they 
packaged to be taken to different 
parts of the country perished.

He said the items perished

because we could not move them 
to places where they were needed, 
adding that ”We just want some­
thing to be done to cushion the

, : 'People that 
uffered most 

were those 
with perish­
able items.
We incurred 
over N2billion 
loss, rep 
senting over 
8 0  percent of 
the total loss" 
he said

effects of this on our members”.
One of the traders, Hajiya 

Salamatu Adamu, lamented that 
she bought pepper and tomatoes 
from Gwandu and Jega but could 
not move them outside the state 
due to the strike. She said she did 
not know about the strike when 
she bought them.

At onions market in Aleiro, the 
traders also lamented that they 
could not move their onions out 
of the town. One of the traders, 
Alhaji Shehu Abubakar said, “We 
are only lucky that onions take 
time before they get spoilt”.

Thousand of cattle shipped
No fewer than 778 vehicles 

of tomatoes, onions and pepper 
were reported to have left Kano 
for Southern states in the last few 
days following the suspension of 
the one week warning.

Secretary General of the asso­
ciation Alhaji Kabiru Alhassan 
Rurum in an interview with our 
correspondent in Kano yester­
day said the vehicles were from 
Dorawa Sallau, Kadawa market 
and Yankaba markets, which are

the major vegetables markets in 
the state.

Rurum added that since the 
suspension of the. strike on Mon­
day, business activities have been 
upbeat.

He however warned that the 
association would embark on an 
indefinite strike if in two weeks, 
the Federal Government failed 
to address the problems identi­
fied by the association.

Over 500 trailers with over
17,000 cows also left Borno 
State for various parts of South­
ern Nigeria- just as the dealers 
lamented that multiple taxes 
imposed on them had not been 
removed.

The chairman of Goats and 
Sheep Dealers Owners Associa­
tion in Jere Lpcal Government 
Area Alhaji Ali Gana Dangote 
who spoke on behalf of the cattle 
dealers in Gamboru market said 
over 17,000 cows were taken in 
over 500 trailers between Mon­
day and Tuesday.

Cont’d on page 6
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Gaddafi says split Nigeria in two
By Habeeb I. Pindiga, with agency 
report

LIBYAN president Muam- 
mar Gaddafi has suggested that 
Nigeria should be divided into 
two nations—one for Christians, 
the other for Muslims-«-to solve 
recurring sectarian violence, offi­
cial JANA news agency reported 
yesterday

“The only thing that could put 
an end to the bloodshed ... is the 
appearance of another Moham­

med Ali Jinnah, who established a 
state for the Muslims and another 
for the Christians,” he said, refer­
ring to the partition model of Paki­
stan, which was born in 1947 after 
the Muslim minority of predomi­
nantly Hindu India founded their 
own homeland, led by Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah.

Gaddafi was speaking in the 
capital Tripoli to African stu­
dent leaders, some of them from 
Nigeria, the agency reported.

Nigeria has witnessed bouts of

sectarian violence, the most recent 
one in Jos, where tit-for-tat attacks 
left hundreds dead.

“The painful situation that 
Nigeria is enduring resembles the 
situation of the Indian subcon­
tinent before 1947, at the time of 
the massacres between Hindus 
and Muslims,” Gaddafi said in the 
remarks on Monday.

India’s partition resulted in 
hundreds of thousands killed, 
thousands raped, and more than 
10 million left homeless on both

sides.
The Libyan leader suggested 

that former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo should lead efforts for a 
Christian homeland in the south 
with Lagos as its capital, and that 
a Muslim homeland in the north 
should have Abuja as its principal 
city

Gaddafi, until recently the 
head of the African Union, said 
the two communities should 
peacefully agree to share Nigeria’s 
oil and other natural wealth. He is

known for unusual declarations. 
Last month, he called for “holy 
war” against Switzerland ostensi­
bly because of a recent Swiss refer­
endum banning the construction 
of new mosque minarets.

During Israel’s attack on Gaza 
last year, he urged Arab leaders to 
let their citizens travel to the ter­
ritory to fight Israel. But he then 
said the world’s Jews deserved their 
own homeland — albeit in a state 
shared with Palestinians called 
“Isratine.”

RMAFC: No 
pension for 
acting 
governors
By Idris Ahmed

PIC: FELIX ONIGBINDE

FG says militants have no Minister: Police 
reason to bomb Warri foresaw Delta blasts

THE 1999 constitution did not 
make provision for anybody that 
acted as state governor to benefit 
from a lifetime pension that former 
governors and deputy governors 
are entitled to, the Revenue Mobili­
zation Allocation and Fiscal Com­
mission (RMAFC) has said.

RMAFC Chairman Eng. Ham- 
man Tukur told Daily Trust that 
the amended law by the Adamawa 
State House of Assembly to favour 
its current speaker, who served 
acted as governor for two months, 
is unconstitutional.

Adamawa State House of 
Assembly had last week included 
a clause in its amended law to offer 
a lifetime pension to its Speaker 
James Barka as a former acting 
governor of the state.

The Adamawa State Gover­
nor’s Pension (Amendment) Law 
2010’ states that “Any person who 
through democratic process took 
oath and acted as a governor of the 
state is entitled to pension and such 
other benefits for life.” “That law 
can’t stand because it contradicts 
the constitution,” Eng. Tukur said.

If the new law becomes opera­
tional, Barka, and acting governors 
by implication, would be entitled 
to free housing, free medical care, 
regular supply of vehicles, retinue 
of personal staff and protocol serv­
ices, same with former governors 
and deputy governors.

Section 124(5) of the 1999 
constitution stipulates that: “Pro­
visions may be made by a Law of 
a House of Assembly for the grant 
of a pension or gratuity to or in 
respect of a person who had held 
office as Governor or Deputy Gov­
ernor and was not removed from 
office as a result of impeachment; 
and any pension granted by virtue 
of any provisions made in pursu­
ance of this subsection shall be a 
charge upon the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of the State.”

Barka acted as governor of 
Adamawa State in 2008 for two 
months within which a rerun elec­
tion was held following the annul­
ment of the governorship election 
in the state.

By AbdulFattah Olajide and Moham­
med S. Shehu

The Federal Government 
said the Niger Delta militants 
have no reason whatsoever to 
bomb the Delta State Govern­
ment House Annex in Warri.

Minister for Niger Delta 
Ufot Ekaeta stated this yester­
day shortly after the Niger Delta 
stakeholders’ committee meet­
ing with the Acting President 
Goodluck Jonathan at the Presi­
dential Villa, Abuja.

The Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) had claimed responsi­
bility for the Monday s explosion 
at the Post Amnesty Dialogue 
organized by Vanguard News­
papers in Warri, Delta State, 
claiming that it struck to prove 
that the movement was not a 
media creation.

Jonathan has also directed all

stakeholders in the Niger Delta to 
fast-track the implementation of 
the post amnesty program.

Jonathan who stated this yes­
terday through his spokesmen, 
Ima Niboro, said the government 
was determined to address the 
problem through infrastructural 
and social development of the 
Niger Delta region.

Ekaeta, who represented 
Jonathan at the post amnesty 
event, said the attack remained a 
mystery to him.

He also dismissed reports that 
the attack has signalled the end 
of the amnesty programme say­
ing it only succeeded in aborting 
another opportunity to proffer 
solution to the Niger Delta prob­
lems through dialogue.

Ekeate said the event could 
have provided a missing link in 
the entire amnesty programme 
and expressed unhappiness that 
the event had to end on a sad note.

By Misbahu Bashir

MINISTER of Police Affairs Dr. 
Ibrahim Yakubu Lame said police 
have anticipated the recent blasts 
in Warri, Delta State that abruptly 
ended the post amnesty confab 
organized by the Vanguard news­
paper.

The minister said yesterday in 
Abuja that the Inspector General 
of Police Ogbonna Onovo had 
briefed him on the incident in 
which the police made adequate 
arrangement in anticipation.

“The police isolated all vehicles 
from the venue apart from those of 
invited guests which reduced the 
crowd around. This even reduced 
the number of casualty,” he said.

Two explosives were detonated 
near the Delta State Government 
House annex in Warri, during the 
post amnesty dialogues organised 
by Vanduard Newspapers. Three 
people reportedly died while six 
others were seriously injured.

The minister said police have 
commenced investigations into 
the blasts saying “Police are on top 
of the situation”. Meanwhile, the 
minister also denied saying that 
policemen are incompetent.

Speaking during the commis­
sioning of 134 new Toyota Hilux 
(pick-up) vehicles for the seven- 
city policing programme in Abuja, 
Lame said, “I never said the police 
are not performing, but showed 
concern on how the image of the 
country is being portrayed on 
security.”
‘ He said Armoured Personnel 
Carriers (APC’s), boats and bullet­
proof vehicles have been ordered 
for use by the police, adding that 
effort is being made to install 
Closed Circuit Television Cameras 
(CCTV) in seven selected cities.

Onovo said the vehicles would 
be utilised in the prevention of 
crimes and violence and the police 
need more operational vehicles 
and helicopters.

I
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AC berates 
INEC's election 
timetable
By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

THE National Secretary of Action 
Congress (AC), Dr. Usman Bugaji 
yesterday said Chairman of Inde­
pendent National Electoral Com­
mission (INEC) Professor Maurice 
Iwu’s unveiling of a proposed time­
table for 2011 general election was 
a plot to perpetuate his leadership 
of the commission against popular 
wish. Iwu’s first tenure of five years 
expires by July 6th. Dr. Bugaji said 
the chairman had moved swiftly 
to unveil the time table so that he3 
will be given another mandate.

He told BBC Hausa Service 
that AC and its allies will soon 
meet to critically assess the new 
arrangement and come up with a 
position.

98.2% flunk 
NECO exams
Continued from page 1

4.41 percent.
Speaking on cases of malprac­

tices, he said Kogi State ranked 
the highest with 27.63 percent, 
Bauchi came next with 23.08 per­
cent and Ondo came third with 
23.06 percent.

The NECO registrar further 
said FCT-Abuja ranked lowest 
in cases of malpractices with 1.14 
percent, followed by Abia with 
1.72 percent and then Oyo with 
4.63 percent.

He called on candidates to 
check on the NECO website for 
their results, adding that they can 
use the scratch card earlier used 
for registering for the examina­
tion as there won’t be any need to 
buy a new card.

“We advice candidates to 
check the internet for their results 
with the same scratch card they 
used in registering for the exami­
nations”, he said.

When asked to compare the 
current result with last years, 
Okpala said, “Last year’s result 
wasn’t really good, so it is difficult 
to compare the two bad situations 
as both have very poor outcomes.”

It could be recalled than most 
secondary school leavers failed 
the May-June examinations con­
ducted by the West Africa Exam­
inations Council (WAEC), the 
National Examinations Council 
(NECO) and the National Board 
for Technical Education (NBTE).

Of the candidates who sat 
for this year’s May/June Senior 
Secondary Examinations, 84% 
failed. According to WAEC, only 
356,981 or 25.99 per cent of the 
1,373,009 candidates (755,955 
males and 617,054 females) got 
five credit passes and above in 
English, Mathematics and at least 
three other subjects. O f those 
who passed, 116,729 are Science- 
oriented; 33,024 in Social Science 
class, and 100,632 in the Arts.

O f the 1,200,765 candidates 
who registered for the May/ 
June NECO examinations, only 
126,500 or 10.7% secured five 
credits, including English and 
Mathematics. Also, 289,966 can­
didates or 24.5% came out with 
five credits without English and 
Mathematics.

Jonathan to 
meet political 
parties
By Abbas Jimoh & Abdulmutallib A. 
Abubakar

ACTING President Goodluck 
Jonathan would be meeting 57 
registered political parties and 
other stakeholders to ensure the 
success of the 2011 general elec­
tion, just as he promised to ensure 
free and fair elections in 2011.

Jonathan, represented by 
Attorney General and Minister of 
Justice, Prince Adetokumbo Kay- 
ode SAN, stated this yesterday in 
Abuja at the opening of the three- 
day national conference for stake­
holders in the electoral process 
themed ‘2011 General Elections: 
Issues and Challenges’.

“We promise today that we 
will do all within our powers to 
promote open, free, fair and trans­
parent election. This government 
is ready for electoral process and

there is no going back oil that. 
Very soon I will call be calling a 
meeting with all political parties 
to build confidence on the elec­
toral process including promoting 
credible election; all this to benefit 
the generations to come,” he said.

“Nigerians are not happy 
about our elections,” the Act­
ing President said and urged the 
National Assembly to expedite 
action on amending the electoral 
laws. He said a great opportunity 
lie ahead ‘to right the wrongs and 
advance our democracy beyond 
the negativism’.

The Acting President also 
warned that politics should not 
continue to be a ground for god- 
fatherism, anger and frustration, 
stressing that ethnicity, the indi­
gene/settler dichotomy, region­
alism and religious differences 
must not be allowed to becloud 
the polity  _____________

Ohakim, Haliru defend Iwu
By Suleiman M. Bisalla, Abbas iimoh & 
Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

GOVERNOR of Imo State 
Ihedi Ohakim and the Deputy 
National Chairman of the Peo­
ples Democratic Party Dr. Bello 
Haliru Mohamed have said that 
condemning the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and calling for Iwu’s 
removal will not help any politi­
cian to win election in Nigeria.

The duo spoke separately in 
defense of the wide condemna­
tion of the electoral chief and the 
commission at the opening of a 
three-day conference for in Niger­
ia’s electoral process in Abuja yes­
terday

According Governor Ohakim, 
rather than casting aspersion on 
INEC, people should direct their 
energies towards calling on the 
political actors to reform their 
attitudes.

He regretted that those who 
lose elections waist precious time 
‘propounding hypothesis on how 
INEC failed’.

“Whether we like it or no 
INEC has performed creditably.

You may not agree with me but in 
a democracy,- I’m  entitled to my 
opinion...election in Nigeria is 
a complicated issue, the electoral 
field is full of electoral mines. Pol­
iticians who have become deities 
feel that if they didn’t win election, 
the world will become to end,” he 
said.

Taking his turn, Deputy 
National Chairman of the PDP 
Alhaji Haliru said demanding for 
Iwu’s removal will not serve any 
purpose and urged the elector­
ate to vote and guard their votes 
jealously.

The PDP chief regretted that 
many opposition politicians do 
not go to the electorate to canvass 
for votes, but only wait to criticize 
the elections or seek to win in the 
courts.

He^said, already, rather than 
seek for votes; some politicians 
have started bracing up to con­
demn the 2011 polls.

He insisted that the PDP was 
determined to promote electoral 
reforms, stressing that the recent 
Anambra governorship election 
brought hope for improved elec­
tions.

2011 elections hold Jan or April
Continued from page 1

ary 8 or April 9; while the gover­
norship/state assembly elections 
are slated for January 15 or April 
16.

While saying that for all elec­
tions in 2011, the votes will be 
counted at the end of the polls in 
every polling centre, Iwu said the 
commission is by this rule com­

mitted to eliminating the possi­
bility of “those miracles” that had 
been known to happen in the past 
between polling centres and col­
lation points.

On the voters’ register, he said, 
“The Commission is determined 
to let Nigeria’s electoral process 
reap the full benefits of the elec­
tronic voters register. For two dis­
tinct periods before the 2011 elec­

tions therefore, the Commission 
will be mounting a review and 
revalidation of registered voters in 
all constituencies across the coun­
try. The first of these exercises will 
take place between April and July, 
2010. We have also established a 
National Voters Registry and two 
electronic data back-up centres to 
facilitate processing and mainte­
nance of vital electronic informa­

tion for the conduct of elections 
in Nigeria.”

Senate President David Mark, 
whose representative had earlier 
declared that the National Assem­
bly would not adopt the use of 
Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVM) for the 2011 polls, how­
ever advised INEC to give prior­
ity to voters’ education and sen­
sitisation.

PHOTO: FELIX ONGIBtNDE

F R O M  left: M in ister of Youth Developm ent, Senator Akin labi O lasunkam i, Secretary to the Governm ent o f Federation M ahm u d  Yayale 
A hm ed and Speaker, N igeria Youth Parliam ent O nofiok  Luke during  the regional senior governm ent officials m eeting in Abuja yesterday.



TRUCKS loaded with tomatoes and pepper started arriving Lagos as traders suspended 

their one week strike. That brought commercial activities to a stand still.
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COW S at the Gamboru market yesterday, waiting to be shipped to Southern Nigeria.

Start from Page 3
He lamented that 

despite their contribution 
to meat distribution in the 
Southern states, their mem­
bers were being exploited.

The Borno State Chair­
man of Miyetti Allah Cat­
tle Breeders Association 
Alhaji Ahmadu Musa who 
also complained over mul­
tiple taxes suffered by cat­
tle dealers said he would 
go Abuja to attend a meet­
ing with the Chambers of 
Commerce to tackle the 
issue.

With the resumption of 
trading activities between 
the North and South­
ern states, normalcy has 
returned in various mar­
kets across the region.

Our correspondents 
who visited the Ibadan 
market report that there 
is now availability of pep­
per and other condiments 
which have been elusive in 
the markets for the past one 
week due to strike action.

Signs of the gradual 
return of normalcy became 
noticeable on Monday 
when four trailer loads of 
assorted pepper were off 
loaded at the popular Sha- 
sha Market in Oyo State.

Our reporters who vis­
ited the Shasha and Bodija 
markets in Ibadan on Tues­
day said prices of the com­
modity have been drasti­
cally reduced following 
the arrival of the new con­
signments. For instance, 
some quantity of pepper 
that sold for N500 over the 
weekend is now selling for 
the normal price of about 
N 100 in the markets.

Oyo State Agriculture 
commissioner, Mr. Kunle 
Ishola, at a meeting held 
with stakeholders in his 
office also assured the peo­
ple of the state that “cows 
are now coming in gradu­

ally into the state,” thus sig­
nifying an end to the arti­
ficial scarcity of the com­
modity in the market.

“Four trailers have 
arrived Shaha this morning 
and I want to believe that 
the situation will return to 
normalcy in due course,” 
the Commissioner stated 
just as he explained that the 
scarcity of the commodity 
was as a result of a disagree­
ment between the suppliers 
and pepper sellers.

While maintaining 
that the issue at stake had 
been resolved amicably, the 
commissioner warned the 
stakeholders not to hoard 
the commodity any longer.

He also gave assur­
ance that the government 
would address the veteri­
nary fees which was being 
charged per cow at the des­
ignated slaughter slabs to 
check the high cost of meat.

Normal business activi­
ties also resumed at the 
two prominent food stuff 
and livestock markets in 
Lagos, our correspond­
ents who went around 
Lagos metropolis espe­
cially at Mile 12 and Alaba 
rago in Okomaiko in Ojo 
Local government of Lagos 
state on Tuesday said that 
business activities have 
resumed.

At the Julius Berger the 
main entrance to the Lagos, 
trucks loaded with cows 
were seen unmolested by 
the police who mounted 
gate at the point.

Daily Trust’s investiga­
tions at Mile 12 yesterday 
indicated that the prices 
of food stuff are gradually 
coming down. A basket 
of tomatoes was sold for 
N3.500 as against N9, 500 
charged last week,a bag of 
pepper which was sold for 
N15,000 during the strike

is now N6, 500 while a bag 
of carrots which was sold 
forN13,000 is now N6,000.

Also a bag of beans 
which was sold for N 13,000 
last week now goes for 
N5,000 at the various mar­
kets.

At Alaba rago, a ram 
now goes for between N50, 
000 and N60,000 against 
last weeks N120,000 and 
N 150,000.

At Abattoir, a cow can be 
bought between N75,000 
and N 100,000 depending 
on the size.

Speaking with our cor­
respondents in Lagos yes­
terday, the Public Relations 
officer (PRO) of the Food 
Items Association, Alhaji 
Muhammed Abdul con­
firmed that the strike has 
been suspended and that 
vehicles loaded with food 
stuff and cattle have been 
arriving Lagos since Sun­
day from the Northern 
States.

£ £  Signs 
of the gradual 
return of
normalcy became 
noticeable on 
Monday when 
four trailer loads 
of assorted 
pepper were off 
loaded at the 
popularShasha 
Market in Oyo 
State.
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[ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan (right) with leader of Finland delegation, Dr. Paavo Vayryne (middle) when Finnish officials 
isited the State House, Abuja, yesterday.

Reps threaten to reject Jonathan's requests
By NasidiA.Yahaya

THE House of Representatives yesterday threatened to 
declare Acting President Goodluck Jonathan’s requests 
“illegal” if he sends such requests late.

The resolution followed the failure of the Acting Presi­
dent to formally request for the approval for the appoint­
ment of five Special Advisers from the House of Repre­
sentatives.

The lawmakers warned that it would no longer such 
acts from the executive.

Speaking at yesterday’s plenary session, Deputy

Speaker Usman Bayero Nafada (PDP, Gombe State), who 
presided over the session, said the members are not under 
any obligation to remind the executive of the provisions 
of the constitution as it relates to requests.

He said: “Henceforth, if they write to the Senate with­
out doing so to the House, we will not remind them. We 
will not approve and whatever they do there will be ille­
gal.”

“It is obvious that there is a problem on the part of the 
executive for their failure to send the request to the House 
of Representatives when they were sending to the Senate 
but this should be the last time that that the House will

remind them of their duties,” he added.
The House took the decision while adopting the reso­

lutions of a motion moved by Rep Tunde Akogun (PDP, 
Edo State), who urged the House to approve the appoint­
ment, remuneration and allowances of five special advis­
ers for the acting president.

Rep Ita Enang (PDP, Akwa Ibom State) condemned the 
executive’s habit of leaving the House out on such m at­
ters, saying henceforth the mps would not condone them.

In his contribution, Rep Halims Agoda said it was a 
slight on the House by the presidency to bring such mat­
ters late.

S/Court to hear 
case onJokolo's 
deposition Oct 
26

By Nasir Imam & Ibraheem Musa, 
Kaduna

THE Supreme Court, on Mon­
day in Abuja, has fixed Octo­
ber 26, to hear the case of the 
deposition of Alhaji Al-Mus- 
tapha Haruna Jokolo as Emir of 
Gwandu on the basis of acceler­
ated hearing.

Jokolo, had in 2005 filed a suit 
before the High Court in Kebbi 
challenging his deposition by 
the Kebbi State government and 
sought, among other things, a 
declaration that his deposition 
by the then state governor, Sen. 
Adamu Aliero, is irregular, ille­
gal, unconstitutional, null and 
void and of no effect.

Sen Adamu Aliero and 12 
others had through their Coun­
sel, Yunus Ustaz Usman (SAN), 
filed a preliminary objection to 
the effect that Gwandu emirate 
council constitutes a local coun­
cil and a one-month notice must 
be given in any litigation with a 
local council which was not done 
in this case.

Yunus Ustaz Usman said the 
Judge of the Kebbi High Court 
agreed and struck out the case, 
but the plaintiffs asked the court 
of appeal to set aside the judge­
ment of Kebbi High Court and 
made an order for determination 
of the case on merit.

He said Aliero and the other 
defendants thereafter went to 
the Supreme Court seeking the 
court to stop Kebbi High Court 
from hearing the case pend­
ing its decision on the matter, 
which, according to Yunus Ustaz 
Usman, the Supreme Court did 
on November 24,2009.

Barrister Abubakar Malami 
(SAN), counsel to the former 
emir, told Daily Trust in Kaduna 
that they went to the Kebbi High 
Court asking it to go on with 
the hearing on the grounds that 
they were not served the Novem­
ber 24 Supreme Court order and 
because it was obtained by fraud.

Nigeria, Brazil sign pact on culture, human rights
By Mohammed S. Shehu

NIGERIA and Brazil have signed a memoran­
dum of understanding on cooperation in the 
areas of cultural rights, combat against discrim­
ination, promotion of racial equality and other 
related activities.

Minister of Tourism, Culture and National 
Orientation, Bello Jibrin Gada and the Brazil­
ian minister in charge of the secretariat for the 
promotion of racial policies and equality Mr. 
Edson Santos signed the agreement on behalf 
of the two countries in Abuja.

Speaking at the ceremony, Gada said the 
MoU was an offshoot of a three-year collabora­
tion between Nigeria through the Centre Black 
African Arts and Culture (CBAAC) and the 
racial policies secretariat in Brazil.

He said the agreement would further 
strengthen the existing mutual relationship 
between the two countries.

Highlighting the importance of the agree­
ment, the Executive Director of CBAAC, Prof. 
Tunde Babawale said it was as a result of two 
major international colloquia issued by the two 
countries in the last two years.

He said the colloquia centered on issues of 
the history of Africans in the Diaspora and the 
need for the two countries to form a closer rela­
tionship. He said this would give the two coun­
tries the opportunity to network together.

In his remarks, Santos said Nigeria provided 
his country a lot of convergent point in the rela­
tionship especially in areas of culture, science 
and technology.

He said their mission was to strengthen rela­
tionship with the government of Nigeria in a 
bid to strengthen the study of African history 
in Brazil.

US lauds FG over'unedited'report Uwais panel report
By Aisha Umar Agaie

THE United States o f America has com ­
m ended Nigerian governm ent for trans­
m itting the full, unedited version of the 
Electoral Reform Committee (ERC) report 
to the National Assembly for its considera­
tion.

“We applaud this bold action to send 
the unedited ERC report to the National 
Assembly, which dem onstrates Nigeria’s

willingness to work toward holding more 
transparent elections,” the U.S^mission in 
Nigeria said in a statement.

The U.S. said the National Assembly 
now has the opportunity to consider a wider 
range of potential reforms recom m ended 
by the ERC and hoped the lawmakers will 
“deliberate and move forward quickly on 
passage of im portant electoral reforms so 
that key steps can be taken toward holding 
credible elections in Nigeria in 201.1.”

U.S. A m bassador to Nigeria Robin 
Renee Sanders said “We encourage the 
Nigerian governm ent to  continue in this 
positive direction. As a friend and partner 
of Nigeria, the United States will continue 
to work with the people and governm ent 
of Nigeria to strengthen and enrich dem o­
cratic institutions in Nigeria, particularly 
regarding election reform, and forwarding 
the unedited ERC report is a step in the 
right direction.”

River Niger to be ready for navigation in
By Shehu Abubakar

INDICATIONS have emerged that the ongoing dredging 
of the Niger River may be completed on schedule and full 
navigation activities may commence by June this year.

All the four contractors handling the dredging of the 
river told Transport Minister Alhaji Ibrahim Isa Bio when 
he toured the full length of the river to personally inspect 
the dredging work.

Bio said he was satisfied that the dredging work is going 
on effectively and according to specification, adding that 
engineers and other specialists from the Ministry will con­
tinue to keep close mark on the contractors until the dredg­
ing is completed.

Bio, who was at all the five lots covering the full length of 
the river, said he was very optimistic that if the contractors 
maintain the tempo in the execution of the contract, the 
dredging work will be completed by June and navigation

June -  Contractors
activity may start in the river immediately.

He said the volume of sand now discovered in the river 
that must be excavated is more than the quantity earlier 
estimated.

Chairman of Fung-Tai Nigeria limited handling the 
dredging work at lot one, Sir Chuks Eze, said he has ordered 
for six dredgers in addition to the one he has been using 
to enable his company meet up the completion period of 
the work.
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O N D O  State Governor O lusegun M im iko (left) inspecting the eye of a pupil of L.E.A. Primary School, Owode-Owena, Master 
Lekan Ganiyu suffering from glaucom a shortly before announcing a free eye surgery for the boy at Owode Owena in Ifedore 
Local Governm ent Area of the state.

Kadpoly 
matriculates 
7000 students
From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Kaduna State Polytechnic 
yesterday matriculated 7000 
students for the 2009/2010 aca­
demic session.

The Rector of the institu­
tion Dr. Danjuma I. Isah who 
spoke at the ceremony said the 
students were adm itted into 
various programmes at both 
the National Diploma (ND) 
and Higher National Diploma 
(HND) levels.

He said the institution now 
had 100 percent accreditation 
for all academic programmes in 
the institution. Dr. Isah said the 
Federal Government through 
the Education Trust Fund (ETF) 
had approved a special interven­
tion fund of N 1.2 billion for the 
improvement of structures and 
purchase of equipment for the 
institution this year.

He said the management of 
the institution in collaboration 
with the ETF had identified crit­
ical intervention areas and that 
very soon the institution would 
be up graded.

He warned that the institu­
tion would not harbour any­
one w hether staff or student 
involved in anti-social activities 
such as cyltism and examination 
malpractices, saying anybody 
found wanting would be made 
to face the law.

“You are therefore advised to 
liaise with the office of the Dean 
of Students Affairs and study the 
list o f approved associations in 
the school before joining them. 
You are also advised not to dress 
indecently,” he added.

He urged the students to tol­
erate one another and live in 
peace, saying w ithout peace 
there would be no development.

Sokoto g uber: Court 
of Appeal suspends 
judgment indefinitely
From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Sokoto and Governor Aliyu Wamakko However the Supreme Court Justice Musa Dattijo, said the

indefinitely. on M onday March 15, granted adjournm ent followed the
THE Court of Appeal in Sokoto The C ourt o f Appeal had the relief sought by Governor directive by the Supreme Court 
has suspended judgm ent on fixed yesterday March 16, 2010 Aliyu Wamakko to stay action for the court to stay action. He 
the governorship election peti- for judgem ent after it was ini- on the case. said the parties would be noti-
tion between the DPP candi- tially adjourned on February W hen the case came up yes- fied whenever the judgem ent 
date Alhaji Maigari Dingyadi 24. terday, the presiding Judge, is due.

Shekarau urges law on street begging Kano govt, health workers 
agree on new salary

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

KANO State Governor Ibra­
him Shekarau has called for 
the enactm ent of a law by the 
National Assembly and state 
Assemblies to address street 
begging in the North.

Delivering a lecture titled, 
“The challenges of Almajirici 
and destitution in the North” at 
the annual lecture of the Arewa 
Media- Forum in Kaduna, he 
said whatever policies are put in 
place to address the challenges 
of the almajiri system, there 
must be a legislation at federal 
and state levels to back them up.

The governor who spoke 
through the Kano State Com ­

missioner for Science and Tech­
nology Dr. Bashir Galadanchi 
said, “However care must be 
taken to ensure that such a 
legislation gets all the inputs 
required from relevant stake­
holders, including the alara- 
momi, themselves so that it 
truly addresses the problems 
and challenges of the system. 
The state Assemblies would also 
need to make their own relevant 
laws,” he said.

According to him, the chal­
lenges facing almajirai are enor­
mous, saying attempts had been 
made to address these problems, 
but were unsuccessful because of 
the lack of political will among 
other factors.

“If the problems of the alma­
jirai are essentially in the edu­
cation sector, then the respon­
sibility of addressing them falls 
on the shoulders of the different 
levels of government. The Fed­
eral Government m ust take a 
critical look at the entire system 
and evolve a specific policy that 
would directly address the prob­
lems of the system. The policy 
must recognise the Tsangaya 
system for what it is, an educa­
tional system that has been in 
existence for ages. It needs to be 
upgraded to accommodate the 
missing elements, but it would 
have to retain its emphasis on 
Q uranic recitation and m em o­
rization,” he said.

From Ibrahim Musa Giginyu, Kano

THE Kano State government and 
the Joint Action Committee on 
Health Professionals have signed 
an agreement on the implementa­
tion of a new salary scale for health 
workers in the state.

The state Head of Service Alhaj i 
Rabiu Zakariyya said the state was 
the first to implement the consoli­
dated health salary scale (CON- 
HESS) for its health workers.

“We have agreed that health 
professionals in the state should 
start enjoying the new package 
this month. We have also agreed 
that the remaining 35 percent will

be implemented next year depend­
ing on the financial situation of the 
state. I have to commend the asso­
ciation for their understanding 
and cooperation”, he said.

The Chairman of the Joint 
Action Committee on Health 
Profession, an amalgamated body 
comprising of different associa­
tions of health related workers, 
Comrade Sarki Adamu Musa, 
said they were aware of the fact 
that there was economic recession 
and were considerate.

Health workers in the state 
according to the new salary scale 
will now receive N23,064.34 as 
minimum salary.

Jos crisis: NANS to hold government responsible for future crises
From Andrew Agbese, Jos

THE National Association of 
Nigerian Students (NANS) says 
it would hold both the state and

the Federal Governments respon­
sible for any future crisis in Pla­
teau State.

The national President of 
NANS Comrade Jude Imagwe

who spoke in Jos yesterday said 
students were tired of excuses and 
would want the government to 
take proactive measures to fore­
stall a reoccurrence. He said gov­

ernment at all levels should live 
up to their responsibilities and 
ensure lasting peace in Plateau.

Comrade Imagwe said it was 
regrettable that the University of

Jos had lost a session due to inces­
sant crises in the state.

NANS called on government to 
expose those behind the crises in 
Plateau.
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2011: Forum wants FG to 
hasten electoral reform

By Abbas Jimoh
%

THE federal government has 
been urged to fast track and final­
ise the ongoing electoral reform 
process to ensure a credible free 
and fair election for the coming 
2011 general elections.

The appeal was made by cross

sections of speakers at a one- 
day ‘Nigeria Peoples Parliament’ 
organised by Make Your Votes 
Count in partnership with Nigeria 
Democratic Liberty Forum and 
other organisations.

Coordinator of Make Your 
Votes Count Chido Onumah 
said the aim of the parliament

is to provide an alternative plat­
form for Nigerians to discuss the 
country’s immediate and future 
problems.

“This has become imperative 
in light of a National Assembly 
challenged by the task of discharg­
ing its constitutional responsibili­
ties.”

The forum themed “Securing 
and Strengthening Democracy” 
was presided over by Dr. Mairo 
Mandara.

Former Economic and Finan­
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
official Dapo Olorunyomi, 
who spoke on Corruption and 
Accountability, said that corrup­

tion is so astronomical in the 
country that what has been stolen 
by corrupt officials and politicians 
can build six times the model of 
Europe after it was re-built at the 
end of the Second World War.

He therefore calls on all Nige­
rians to assist the government in 
war against corruption.

PIC: SANI MAI KATANGA

Jonathan's wife tasks women 
on capacity building

NGO trains women in 
conflict resolution

ByAkorOjoma

WIFE of Acting President, Dame 
Patience Jonathan, has called on 
women to build their capacities at 
every level both in the private or 
public sector to contribute mean­
ingfully to national development.

She stated this yesterday in her 
address at the event marking the 
International Women’s Day cel­
ebration in Abuja.

Mrs Jonathan said there is 
need for women to be adequately 
empowered to function. “Women 
should team together to ensure 
the implementation of the gen­
der policy for 35 % affirmative 
action of women in both appoin­
tive and elective positions and the 
domestication of The Convention

on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW).”

Minister of Women Affairs and 
Social Development Mrs Salamatu 
Hussain Suleiman said the yearly 
event is an opportunity to review 
the challenges and accomplish­
ments made in the efforts to pro­
mote the empowerment of women 
and ensure the actualization of 
gender equity, equality and bal­
ance in all aspects of life.

Salamatu said this years activi­
ties are being celebrated under the 
global theme of “Equal Rights, 
Equal Opportunities: Progress 
for All,” to coincide with the 15th 
Anniversary of the adoption of 
Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action.

By Amina Alhassan

A nongovernmental organisation 
has trained its 36 states directors and 
coordinators on conflicts transfor­
mation, mediation and forgiveness 
during crisis situations.

The training took place during 
the annual state directors meeting 
held in Kaduna and participants 
were drawn from across the 36 
states and Abuja under the national 
body ofWomen for Peace in Nigeria 
(WOPIN).

At the end of the three-day pro­
gramme, the group has resolved 
to send delegations to Jos, Plateau 
State capital, as a result of the ethno­
religious crises that have rocked the 
state.

Delivering a lecture at the meet­

ing, Professor Harriett Nettles of the 
University ofMaryland USA, who is 
also a US court appointed mediator, 
said the role of mediators in conflict 
resolution is very important.

She said while mediating, the 
mediator should be neutral, non- 
judgmental, transparent and assist 
the parties to create a better conver­
sation among others.

Participants were taught the act 
of mediation practically and how to 
forgive one another in finding a last­
ing solution, should in case of severe 
and sharp disagreement between 
parties in conflict, particularly fam­
ilies and other disputes.

National president of WOPIN 
Hajiya Maryam Abdullahi said the 
organisation puts the family setting 
the first in every peace initiative.

Entrepreneurs 
create 731 
jobs
ByHamisu Muhammad

A total of 731 youths have been 
employed by 227 entrepre­
neurs who graduated from the 
National Board for Technology 
Incubation (NBTI).

The entrepreneurs emerged 
from the Technology Incuba­
tion Centres (TICs) and Tech­
nology Incubation Programme 
(TIP) of the board across 
Nigeria with different skills in 
manufacture of consumer prod­
ucts and the subsequent setting 
up o f various scales industries 
for the massive manufacture of 
the products for the markets.

The head of NBTI press 
un it Usman Abubakar said in 
a statem ent that the entrepre­
neurs have a net worth of N294 
m illion, while the 146 trainee- 
entrepreneurs among them  
have a net w orth of N829 m il­
lion.

According to the figures 
released by the Board for the 
end of 2009,22 of the graduated 
entrepreneurs have received 
various awards of excellence 
on the consumer products they 
m anufacture; five entrepre­
neurs received patents for their 
inventions while 13 are await­
ing approval for their patent 
applications>

The board pledged to sup­
po rt any N igerian with such 
innovations or R&D results 
wishing to become an entrepre­
neur and set up an industry of 
his or her own to manufacture 
consumer products.

The TIP is an integrated 
support program m e provided 
by the governments, academic 
institutions and the private 
sector, either individually or in 
partnership, with the intention 
of creating and nurturing bud­
ding value-added and technol­
ogy-based enterprise.

Mark, PDP pay tribute to Lamido of Adamawa
By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & 
Muideen Olaniyi

SENATE President David Mark 
has called on Adamawa State gov­
ernment to immortalise the late 
Lamido of Adamawa Alhaji Aliyu 
Mustapha “for posterity because 
his contributions to nation build­

ing are immeasurable.”
In a condolence message to the 

Adamawa State Governor Murtala 
Nyako and family of the deceased, 
Mark said the late Monarch “lived 
an eventful and fulfilled life wor­
thy of emulation.”

He described the late Lamido 
as a man of peace, saying “I recall

that throughout the more than half 
a century of his reign in Adamawa, 
there was no record of violence or 
rancour in his domain, it was a 
rare achievement that should be 
emulated by today’s leaders.”

Also, the National Chairman 
of the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) Prince

Vincent Ogbulafor described 
the passing away of the late Lam­
ido as the end of a glorious era’.

Ogbulafor, who mourned the 
late traditional ruler on behalf 
of the party’s National Work­
ing Committee (NWC), said his 
demise had created a huge vac­
uum.

PDP National Publicity Sec­
retary Professor Rufai Ahmed 
Alkali, who spoke for the party, 
urged the people of Adamawa 
State to sustain the virtues of peace 
and respect for one another as a 
befitting tribute to the late Lamido 
whom he described as ‘great sage 
of all time’.
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COMMUNITY ACTION FOR POPULAR 
PARTICIPATION (CAPP)

VACANCIES
Community Action foe Popular Participation (CAPP) is a membership, 

voluntary, non-religious, non-ethnic, non-governmental and not for profit, 
community focused organization established in !# 3 .

As a result of a special education initiative targeting the girl-child in Northern 
Nigeria, we require the services of qualified and experienced persons who have 
passion for work tn basic educat ion: gender HIV/AIDS fet these positions.

Position: Programme Officer (2 positions) Bauchi and Katsina 
Key Responsibilities
•  Wotk closely with the Programme Manager
•  Coordinate and execute state project activities
•  Coordinate research and documentation in selected states
•  Project documentation and circulation
•  Mobilize and conduct training for stakeholders in the project area

Functional Skills and competences
•  Functional skills and knowledge, ability to wotk effectively in team,
•  Ability to analy ze data, present results and effectively monitor progress
•  Good command o f written and spoken English and Haitsa Languages
•  Ability to work with diverse and large groups
•  Excellent communication and presentation skills
•  Computer literacy and basic skill
•  Training /teaching /facilitation skills

Experience and qualifications
•  A good degree or equivalent in Social Sciences. Humanities and 

Journalism, Linguistics. Sociology, and Arts.
•  Basic compatereertification
• Good knowledge o f communities dynamics in Northern N igcria
• 2-4 years working experience in CSO or social development field.
• Certification in education will be added advantage
« Knowledge o f project management and administration is a key

requirement
•  Must be able to speak Hausa language.

All Applications should be forwarded locapppopubtr(« vaboo.co.uk

Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted.
Women are strongly encouraged to apply

Application Deadline: Two weeks from  the date ofpublication.

Jigawa sponsors 18 
students for 
studies abroad
From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

THE Jigawa State gov­
ernment has sponsored 
18 secondary school stu­
dents that excelled in the 
West African Examina­
tion Council (WEAC) 
and National Examina­
tion Council (NECO) to 
Egypt to study medicine. 
Addressing the benefici­
aries yesterday, Governor 
Sule Lamido said the ges­
ture was part of the present 
administration’s effort to 
produce more doctors and 
engineers in the state. He 
added that government 
would continue to sponsor 
candidates with the best 
WAEC and NECO results 
in the state.

“We will not let our 
future to fail. I am there­
fore urging you to recipro­
cate the gesture by study­
ing hard. We want to you 
to come back as qualified 
doctors. I hope that in five 
years, you will come back 
and take up employment 
with the state government 
and serve your people. 
The money being invested 
on you is for the people

of Jigawa and they are 
expecting you to come and 
serve them after complet­
ing your studies”, he said.

The Commissioner 
for Education Professor 
Ruqayyah Ahmad Rufa’i 
said the students would 
leave Nigeria for Egypt on 
Thursday, adding that this 
batch was the fourth to be 
sent abroad for studies 
since the inception of the 
present administration.

Professor Rufa’i added 
that 13 of the students ear­
lier sent abroad had suc­
cessfully completed their 
degrees, three studying for 
their masters degrees in the 
UK while 20 others would 
conclude their first degree 
programmes next year.

The Executive Secre­
tary of the Jigawa State 
Scholarship Board Alhaji 
Babangida Husaini com­
mended the government 
for its commitment towards 
manpower development.

Alhaji Babangida added 
that Jigawa had started 
repositioning its education 
sector, appealing to the 
government to maintain 
the tempo.

FRO M  left: M inister of Defence, retired Maj.-Gen. Godw in Abbe, Ghanaian M inister of Interior Mr. Am idu  
Martins and President, ECOW AS Com m ission Am bassador James Gbeho, at the m eeting of ECOW AS M in ­
isters o f Defence and Security in Abuja yesterday.

Kano Speaker commiserates
with fire victims
From Hisham Habib Kano market fire. The Speaker who led their businesses, urging them to care of his servants. concern shown by the lawmakers.

legislators to the scene prayed to be patient. The Chairman of the National He commended the Speaker and
SPEAKER of the Kano House of God to give the victims the cour- The Speaker said as Muslims, Amalgamated Traders Union the House for the gesture, adding 
Assembly Alhaji AbdulazizGarba age to bear the loss. He assured they should always remember Alhaji Bature Abdulaziz who went that the traders would support
Gafasa yesterday commiserated the victims of the readiness of that every calamity is from God round the market with the legisla- governments efforts to prevent a
with victims of the Kantin Kwari the House to assist them rebuild and that He knows how to take tors said they were happy with the reoccurrence.

Kano Fire Service sues 
bank over forgery
From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, 
Kano

THE Kano State Fire Serv­
ice has instituted a legal 
action against a bank in 
Kano over alleged display of 
forged fire safety certificate 
and contravention of the 
state fire safety regulations. 
Assistant Director in charge 
of Safety Enforcement and 
Legal Matters in the agency, 
BH Kabara, told our corre­
spondent yesterday in Kano 
that the bank had already 

•been served with a court 
summon over the issue, 
saying the matter would 
come up for mention on 
March 18, before a magis­
trate’s court. Kabara added 
that the alleged forged doc­
ument was discovered by 
his men at the premises of 
the bank when they went 
on a fire safety enforcement 
duty on March 4,2010, say­
ing the visit was a follow up 
to an earlier routine inspec­
tion in January where the 
bank was ordered to report 
to its headquarters in order 
to obtain fire certificate.

He said when the one

month ultimatum given 
to the bank to acquire the 
certificate elapsed, the 
department approached 
it to find out its reason for 
defaulting, only to discover 
that it had produced a fake 
copy of the said docunftnt 
and pasted it on its wall to 
evade payment of the cer­
tificate fee. Kabara said his 
department quickly wrote 
the bank and notified it of 
the said fake certificate and 
also asked it to forward the 
name and address of the 
signatory of the certificate 
within a week or face legal 
action. He said it was when 
the, bank failed to comply 
that the fire service took 
the matter to court where it 
is asking for an order to seal 
off the Bachirawa branch 
for failing to comply with 
the Fire Protection Regula­
tion 1885 and Fire Service 
Edict 1970.

When contacted by our 
correspondent, the admin­
istrative manager of the 
branch confirmed the case, 
but declined further com­
ments citing “security rea­
sons.”

Mimiko condoles LG 
over slain worker
From Leye Adewumi, Akure

ONDO State Governor 
Olusegun Mimiko yester­
day visited Akure South 
Local Government Coun­
cil to commiserate with 
the workers of the council 
over the death of Mr. Dayo 
Adeola, a staff of the local 
government who was killed 
recently, assuring that jus­
tice would be done. The 
governor who was received 
by the chairman of the 
council interim committee, 
Mr. Tayo Oluwatuyi, com­
mended the council work­
ers for the manner in which 
they handled the matter.

“I must commend you 
for your maturity and 
the faith you have in your 
leadership. For refusing to 
take law into your hands,

I’m very proud of you. You 
have demonstrated a high 
sense of maturity which 
shows that we are civilized 
in Ondo State”,he said.

The governor commis­
erated with the family of 
the deceased and promised 
that they would be com­
pensated. The interim care­
taker chairman, Mr. Tayo 
Oluwatuyi, commended 
the governor for his com­
mitment to justice, saying 
the governor’s position on 
the matter led to the arrest 
of the culprit.

Mr Dayo Adeola, a 
staff of Akure South Local 
Government Council 
was allegedly shot dead 
by a policeman, Corpo­
ral Tunde Bolarinwa, last 
week Thursday in Akure, 
the state Capital.
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CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi

CBN rolls back 
Soludo's reforms
THIS is a positive development in 
the banking sector. It is very clear 
to all that the consolidation of 
banks by Prof. Soludo was a farce 
and it only succeeded in breed­
ing MDs that were feeding fat on 
depositors’ funds.

Ibrahim Tsadu Ibrahim
elkutigi@gmail. com
X * * * * * * * * X * * * * * * * * * * X ** X * *
I believe Sanusi is carrying out 

all these reforms to restore sanity 
and avoid any possibility of dis­
tress in the banking sector. It is 
a wonderful development and a 
welcomed idea. I want to advise 
Sanusi to give more attention 
also to Micro-Finance Banks and 
other finance houses because of 
their role in touching the lives of 
the downtrodden.

Zanna Baruwa Gashua
bukar.zanna@yahoo.com

I am very happy with this 
development. It is more realis­
tic, practicable, simple and easier 
to govern. It will certainly bring 
about the much needed concen­
tration and specialization of the 
banks and of course bring in more 
investors into the system. We cer­
tainly are going to go away from 
the jack-of-all-trade, master-of 
non banks. And as a matter of fact 
it will bring more banks closer to 
the people as the nation is grossly 
under-banked believe or not.

Mustapha
mustieOl ng@yahoo.com
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

The Nigerian economy has 
failed to achieve meaningful 
development due to the incon­
sistencies in implementing pol­
icy. Why would Prince Sanusi 
not continue with the UBS under 
a well-censored and monitored 
structure? After all business is all 
about risk and depositors funds 
must be invested in viable ven­
tures to yield returns for inves­
tors. It is wrong to weather away 
the Universal Banking System at 
this time.

Andrew Gauji
gaujiandrew@yahoo.com

Suspected kidnapper killed in Kano
NIGERIANS are not law abiding 
at all. Imagine how people chased 
an innocent man and burnt him 
to ashes based on unfounded 
rumors. It is very unfortunate and 
if we continue like this, Nigeria will 
become a stage for free brutal kill­
ings. God forbid.

Zanna Baruwa Gashua
bukar.zanna@yahoo.com
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

It is time the Kano state govern­
ment ban the operation of Okada 
in the metropolis.

Mohammed
amhilal2@yahoo.com
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Nigerians have resorted to 

taking law in to their own hands 
because of loss of confidence in the 
nations security system.

Kabiru Danladi
kblondon2003@yahoo.com

What are Okada operators 
turning into? Why can’t the gov­
ernment put a stop to their nefari­
ous activities? Are they serving the 
people or are they killing them? 
My belief is that the Okada opera­
tors operating in Kano are stronger 
than the government that is why 
they can treat anybody anyhow 
they like and still get away with 
it. If the state government is inca­
pable of stopping their activities, 
the federal government should do 
something about it.. .or are they 
above the federal government too?

Ismail
asimails@yahoo.co. uk
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

It is high time the Kano State 
government take the bull by the 
horns and take a proper decision 
on Okada riders. They are not con­
tributing anything to the develop­

ment of the state. They don’t pay 
revenue and they are a complete 
nuisance to the society. May Allah 
in His infinite mercies forgive the 
sins of the deceased. It is on record 
that many states have banned 
Okada from their streets. Kano 
should also borrow a leaf.

Farouk Umar Musa
farouknahco@yahoo.com
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

It is quite unfortunate the way 
Okada riders take the law into 
their hands without the interven­
tion of security personnel. The 
state should come up with a bet­
ter solution to the problems they 
cause to the public.

Mustapha Ali
alimustapha60@yahoo.com
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

It is unfortunate that this type 
of thing is still happening in our

Bomb blasts stop Niger Delta confab
IT is sad and unfortunate at a time 
when all are looking forward to 
peace! Disaster is in the offing. 
Please the security agencies should 
be on alert always! Governments, 
please do enough to cater for the 
needs of your peoples. I sympa­
thize with the deceased.

Ahmad
batumuye@yahoo.com

The happiest song ever com­
posed by the self appointed 
MEND, leader, Jomo Gbomo over 
the years was actually composed 
as a song of shame. The reason he 
gave for the attack ‘was to prove 
to the governor of the Niger-Delta 
state that MEND was real’. What 
a cowardly statement! ...Even 
worse than the ones given for

the Jos attacks.All the major and 
minor ethnic groups in Nigeria 
are doing everything possible 
to make sure Jonathan succeeds 
in that honorable position, only 
for you miscreants of the creeks 
to come up with this...for what 
reason?

Oladimeji
osunkayode@yahoo. com

...MEND faction claims it bombed Warri
H O W  can a sm all group of 
m ilitan ts keep issuing orders 
to the G overnm ent and  law

abiding citizens o f the  coun­
try  as if  they were above the 
law, w hich they are no t and

will never be?
Rabiu Muhammad
muhammadrabiu09@yahoo.com

SNG formed to ridicule Yar'adua -Group
CISAN should see themselves as 
those that don’t want the progress 
of Nigeria and at the same time 
the ones trying to overheat the 
polity by their actions. Even if 
the SNG were formed by Obas- 
anjo as claimed by CISAN, SNG

has done what Nigerians want - 
provide fair play.

Justice must be allowed to take 
its course and for this country to 
move forward we must respect 
our own constitution and not 
individuals. A country which

claims to be democratic but the 
votes of the electorate do not 
count is more or less undem o­
cratic.

All SNG is asking for is the 
wish of over 80% of the entire 
Nigerian population. Anybody

that has a contrary view should 
count himself as one that doesn’t 
want the unity and peace of this 
great country, Nigeria. God save 
us.

Jonathan
j_ahua@yahoo. com

society. This type of primordial 
behavior should be stopped and 
the Nigeria police have a lot to do. 
The culprits must be identified 
and brought to book. The activi­
ties of commercial motorcyclists 
in Kano have to be checkmated 
by the combined efforts of the 
State Government, FRSC and the 
police before there will get out of 
hand. May the soul of the gentle­
man rest in peace.

Tijani Haruna 
haranem@yahoo. com
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

It’s very unfortunate for a 
country like Nigeria to have law 
enforcement agents but who 
couldn’t discharge their primary 
responsibilities up to the time that 
this man’s life was taken away.

Raji Yahaya Adewale 
abu4real64@yahoo. com

INEC releases 
2011 polls time 
table today
WHEN I read this kind of news
I began to wonder were and how 
we never listen and learn from 
our mistake as my mother always 
tells me you never listen! the thing 
here is how can a man that was 
criticized and still is even by the 
government that came to power 
through his corrupt and improper 
handling of the last general elec­
tions in the country which almost 
brought the country into a state of 
collapse, because of this man called 
Prof Maurice Iwu be allowed to 
conduct another election, this is 
preposterous to let him decide the 
fate of 140 million people,and by 
allowing this to happen we have 
failed the fundamental rules of 
democracy.

Rabiu Muhammad 
muhammadrabiu09@yahoo.com

Keep the military 
out of this pettiness
PLEASE leave the Nigerian 
armed forces out of these petty 
political fights because they are 
the only institution that seems to 
still have the spirit of cooperation 
in the country at the moment and 
they have even gone outside their 
duties to do the work of the police. 
In order for history not to repeat 
itself-we should let them be.

Rabiu Muhammad 
muhammadrabiu09@yahoo.com

Senator Argungu 
faults almajiri system
I I  million almajirai? What hap­
pens in 10 years time when these 
children are grown up without 
any skills? We seem to be piling 
problems on ourselves. The north 
is sitting on a powder keg.

I. Haruna
haba_yaro@yahoo. co. uk
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66 By Abdulkarim Abdulmalik

Much ado about Dambazau

T
he media play a special role 
in a free society. Perhaps, 
this is why a free press has 
often been called the oxygen 
of democracy as one cannot 
survive without the other.

It is in this light that one should 
reflect on the recent media war against 
the Chief of Army Staff, Gen. Abdulrah- 
man Bello Dambazau over the deploy­
ment of army personnel to receive Presi­
dent Umar Musa Yar’adua at the Nna- 
midi Azikiwe International Airport on 
February-23.

The controversy generated by such 
development was anchored on the 
Acting President Goodluck Jonathan’s 
alleged ignorance of the entire episode. 
The military authorities tried to justify 
its action. Yet members of the public are 
sharply divided along ethnic and reli­
gious sentiments that further height­
ened the prevalent national crisis.

However, the matter would have 
died down as one the ripples effect of

Yet, the man being accused 

of religious and ethnic big-

ttie southwest his PSO. Who 

then is deceiving who?

the impasse, but the vehement position 
taken by some Christian leaders espe­
cially the Northern Christians Elders’ 
Forum (NCEF) who canvassed for 
the Army Chief’s removal was seen by 
Muslim leaders as a fragrant display of 
intolerance not just for Dambazau but 
the entire Muslims community.

It is unfortunate that at a time when 
the nation needed most, the voice of 
men of God and elder statesmen to 

complement the wisdom of our bi-cam - 
era Legislative arm of the government, 
an “unregistered political party” called 
NCEF took a position that could further 
rock the boat. Where then is their god­
liness and elders’ wisdom? The recent 
provocative utterance is not the first 
time an otherwise religious group or 
personalities would dabble into politi­
cal crisis with unguided sentiment.

To start with the entire army popula­
tion is about 90,000. The Muslim consti­
tutes about 40 percent of that.

When President Yar’adua returned 
from Saudi Arabia, the Army was criti­
cized for not informing Acting President 
Jonathan but the critics failed to also rec­
ognize that it was a joint Army-Air force 
exercise. However, this is not intended 
to draw the Air force into the contro­
versy but if the Chief of Air Staff were a 
Muslim, would Dambazau’s critics have 
spared him? The military men, as far as 
the issue of presidential security is con­
cerned, should be taken for their words 
in matters concerning their duties. But 
in the event of any oversight, it could be 
resolved amicably without further hit­
ting up the polity as done in the media 
by some self seeking Christian leaders/ 
elders.

Bearing in mind that a man’s judg­
ment cannot be better than the infor­
mation on which he has based it, the

Nigerian public is entitled to know the 
truth as it were, on the alleged lopsided 
postings in the Army. There are six 
Principal Staff Officers (PSOs) at the 
Army Headquarters and they are dis­
tributed as follows: Major General A. A. 
Adefarati, DAPP,(policy and planning), 
a Muslim from Kwara State, has Chris­
tian as his deputy; Major General MB 
Obi, DTOPS(operations), a Christian 
from Cross River State also has a Chris­
tian deputy; Major General AM Jibril, 
DOAA(Administration), a Muslim 
from Kano State has Christian deputy; 
Major General UT Usman DOAL(legal), 
a Muslim from Kano State, has three 
deputies who are all Christians; Major 
General SU Abdulkadir, MS(Military 
Secretary), a Muslim from Niger State 
has Christian deputy; and Major Gen­
eral BC Azurunwa, DASE(Standards 
and Evaluation), a Christian from Abia 
State has a Muslim deputy.

Beaming the search light on the 
highly sensitive GOCS (General 
Officers Commanding), the list 

showed that Major General KA Role 
GOC HQI DIV (Infantry), is a Mus­
lim from southwest while his deputy 
is a Christian from the Niger Delta; 
Major General EGC Nwanguwa, GOC 
81 DIV, (Lagos), a Christian from Imo 
State while his deputy is from southwest; 
Major General S. Maina, GOC 3 DIV, 
a Muslim from Kano State, his deputy 
is also from southwest; Major General 
LP Ngubane GOC 2 DIV, Adamawa 
State, is a Christian with fellow Chris­
tian deputy from Southwest; Major Gen­
eral MD Isah GOC 82 DIV, a Muslim 
from Kebbi State with deputy also from 
the north; and Major General DM Edi, 
GOC Garrison, a Christian from Cross 
River State with a Christian deputy from 
southwest. Of course the Principal Staff 
Officer (PSO) to the Chief of Army 
Staff is a Christian from southwest. It is 
pertinent to point out that whoever is 
familiar with the military structure will 
agree that the position of the PSO to the 
Army Chief is very strategic and highly 
influential. Yet, the man being accused 
of religious and ethnic bigotry made a 
Christian from the southwest his PSO. 
Who then is deceiving who?

In the case of Corps commanders, 
the army has a total of 19 among whom, 
nine are from the north while ten are 
south. Out of these 19, only five are Mus­
lims while 14 are Christians.

The Nigerian Army has a total of 
40 schools, each with a commandant. 
Among them, 28 are from the north 
while 12 south. Muslims are 20 and the 
Christians too are 20.

The Brigade Commanders, who are 
35 in number, north has 20 while south 
14. The Muslims among them are 13 
with Christians account for 22. Interest­
ingly, One Brigade Battalion, Sokoto, the 
seat of the Sultanate is under the com­
mand of Brigadier Gen. DD Enetie, a 
Christian from Akwa Ibom posted there 
to replace another Christian from Riv­
ers State, Brigadier Gen. KTJ Minimah 
while Lt. Col. IO Agachi, Christian from 
southeast is commander of 177 Guards 
Battalion (Presidential Guard). Brig. 
Gen. PJ Isang Commands the Military 
Police Corps.

Abdulmalik can be reached at 
nowmalik@yahoo.co.uk

ByAhmaduAbduliahi

No mean task managing Africa's largest democratic organ

T
he Nigerian House of Rep­
resentatives is by far the 
single largest democratic 
institution on the African 
continent, comprising 360 
members elected from Federal constit­

uencies. Their election is on the basis 
of representation based on population, 
not equality of states as the case with the 
Senate.

In the last two years, the youth­
ful Dimeji Bankole has been presid­
ing over the affairs of the house as its 
speaker. Even in the best of democracy 
with a quarter of the number of Nige­
rian House of Representatives, debates 
and deliberations on the floor of parlia­
ment are often rowdy and sometimes 
rancorous.

The challenges of managing a 360 
member House can be daunting; a lot 
of people don’t seem to get this aspect 
in assessing Bankole’s tenure so far. 
While some readily admit to Bankole 
making some pioneering moves in the 
history of the nation’s federal legislature 
in such areas as budget process, like 
unspent funds, quantum of legislation 
and proactive oversight, that had in the 
least revealed the rot in some sectors, 
others would find fault with his leader­
ship style, without a proper understand­

ing a 360 member House 

can be daunting; a lot of 

people don't seem to get 

this aspect in assessing 

Bankole's tenure so far

ing of the dynamic of managing a cham­
ber of 360 equal members.

The latter category would want to 
attribute democratic decision of the 
House to Bankole as if he is a dictator 
in the executive arm of government or 
accuse him of manipulating the proc­
ess leading to the decisions. The fact 
that proceedings are broadcast live on 
national television gives the lie to that 
assertion.

Unlike in the Senate of 109 mem­
bers, the House is mostly popu­
lated by young men and women 

with much of their lives and career still 
unfolding. Old men among them are the 
exception while the reverse is the case in 
the manageable 109 Senators.

In our peculiar political milieu, 
forces outside the chambers, mostly 
godfathers, like governors exercise a 
lot of influence on members’ attitude 
and disposition. Debates on issues that 
appear innocuous soon get a complex 
colouration based on this external influ­
ence, which is often not factored in 
when people criticize Bankole’s adroit 
handling of affairs of the House these 
last two years.

The issue of numbers also impact on 
the way the presiding officer discharges 
his functions. At any point in time, there 
will always be some opposition to what­
ever is on the floor. Nothing bad in this 
ordinarily, but when this opposition 
has other consideration or influences 
behind it, it becomes a herculean chal­

lenge just getting the House to move 
on. Whereas for instance we may have 
one third of 109 members opposed to 
an issue in the Senate through debate, a 
similar percentage in the House of 360, 
means quite a large chunk of people in a 
system that reckons with one-man-one 
-  vote. So if we have three people creat­
ing problems in Senate, the equivalent in 
House will be over ten and that number 
sequentially raising points of order, a 
gimmick that one must be heard, can 
effectively filibuster the House into a 
deadlock on any legislative day.

This has been happening in recent 
time just to frustrate the Speaker and 
the House from taking decision/posi­
tion democratically on national issues. 
At such times, Bankole as Speaker had 
to take measures just to ensure a deci­
sion, favourable or otherwise is taken, 
sometimes even against his wish and 
popular expectation.

That happened when some members 
wanted the House to debate a motion 
compelling President Umaru Yar’adua 
to abide by Section 145 of the consti­
tution to make Dr. Goodluck Jonathan 
Acting President. A majority of the 360 
members were opposed to debating the 
motion while a vocal minority wanted 
the House to take a position, following 
the easy passage of similar motion in 
the Senate.

The majority in the House raised a 
total number of 14 points of order 
to ensure that the motion was 

not debated but the Speaker patiently 
overruled all the points of order, just to 
bowed to public sentiment and allow a 
democratic decision to be taken on the 
issue. In addition, the Speaker unchar­
acteristically waived all the rules of the 
House to allaw the motion to be taken 
as a matter of urgent national impor­
tance, as otherwise the bill would have 
to be taken on another day by the House 
rules. After an even debate by members 
for and against, the Speaker put the 
question and the motion was rejected 
by majority voice votes. Despite the 
transparent process, some uninformed 
observers have wrongly saw Bankole as 
being biased in handling of the issue.

Similar scenario took place when a 
motion was moved by Hon. Friday Itu- 
lah for the House to consider taking a 
position on alleged threat to democracy 
by the action of Comrade Adams Oshio- 
hmole, the governor of Edo State. A raft 
of points of order was raised and when 
members appeared to be in breach of the 
rules of the House, Bankole threaten to 
impose harsh disciplinary measures 
that are in the rules book jointly made 
and subscribed to by all members.

Order was restored by this threat and 
the House eventually passed the reso­
lution condemning Edo Governor for 
undemocratic acts and calling on the 
Inspector-General of Police to inves­
tigate alleged forgery of signatures of 
members of Edo State House of Assem­
bly in the removal of their Speaker 
Gairuba Zakawannu.

What can one make of all of this? 
Certainly the allegation of arbitrariness 
levelled against Bankole cannot hold 
water.

Abdullahi wrote from 23 Angwa 
Rimi Road, Kano.

mailto:nowmalik@yahoo.co.uk
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Your Letters
Re: Genocide on 
the Plateau: 
The way out

In his 1996 book The Clash of 
Civilizations and the Remak­
ing o f the New World Order 
the American political sci­
entist Samuel P. Huntington the­

orized that “peoples cultural and 
religious identities” will be the 
primary source of conflict in the 
post Cold War era.

His critics argue that there are” 
no distinct cultural boundaries” 
and that he “omits the dynamic 
interdependency and interac­
tion of culture”. Others like the 
Palestinian activist Edward Said 
argue that the “clash of igno­

rance” is the main culprit and 
the former reformist President of 
Iran Mohammad Khatami would 
however call for a “Dialogue 
between Civilizations”.

As a life long advocate of 
“Dialogue among Religions” 
Pope John Paul II observed that 
“a clash ensues only when Islam 
or Christianity is misconstrued 
or manipulated for political and 
ideological ends”.

The government support and 
sponsorship of religious lead­
ers and activities in our society 
that has a high level of” intra and 
inter religious intolerance” where 
a majority of citizens are “victims 
and products of the contradic­
tions of a semi industrial econ­
omy that is not fully developed 
or expanded” opens new vistas of 
intolerance.

The nature of the religions 
across the divide should also 
attract close scrutiny.

According to Mr. Huntington, 
both are “missionary” in the sense 
they strenuously attract converts 
sometimes “by any means nec­
essary”. Both are “all or nothing 
religions” because it is believed 
by both sides that only their faith 
is the correct one. Finally both are 
“teleological” religions because 
their values and beliefs represent 
“the goals of existence and pur­
pose in life”.

Religious leaders today lend 
spiritual legitimacy to politi­
cal leaders and pray to “ward off 
political enemies and ensure the 
physical and political longitivity 
of their patrons”.

Ahmed Yahya-Joe, 53, France 
Road, Sabon-Gari, Kano.

Text us on 08131 800030
What would they say now?
WHAT will the Americans and 
the West call the bomb blast at 
the Post-Amnesty Dialogue at 
Warri? May be legitimate protest; 
NOT terrorism.
A.M. Bature, Abuja, 
08099374243.

Militants or terrorists?
THE Niger Delta drama has 
advanced to planting bombs 
in civilian areas and targeting 
defenceless civilians and govern­
ment officials. Someone should 
tell me the difference between 
them and the freedom fighters 
in Palestine, Afghanistan...Niger 
Delta armed persons are the real 
terrorists.
08032200555.

Bamanga Tukur was right
WHEN he said the north should 
compete and contest with other 
regions in the presidential elec­
tions in 2011. Enough of all this 
regional nonsense, so that this 
great nation can move forward. 
Open your eyes and realise what 
northern leaders have done and

are still doing. What I know is 
that I will cast my vote for any 
candidate accepted by me... even 
from the moon.
08066265694.

Past time
MR. Acting President should be 
informed that we are in a digital 
world now; why is he bringing peo­
ple of the analogue to be in the Pres­
idential Advisory Council (PAC)? 
BABAGORO, Central Market, 
Jimeta-Yola, 08032449512.

Jungle justice
A lot of people have died in this 
country for the crime they prob­
ably did not commit .Example is 
where a taxi driver was mobbed 
to death in Kano only to discover 
later that he was innocent. This 
trend if allowed to persist could 
only invoke more of God’s wrath 
on the whole populace. The gov­
ernment should seriously look at 
this and bring to book anybody 
that takes law into his hand; after 
all, we are not in barbaric era. 
MARWAN S. Tafida Kano, 
08066470090.

Made my day
D A IL Y  Trust m ade m y day 
with its M onday editorial on 
detention of Nigerians abroad, 
especially in  regard to  Dr. 
A hm ad G um i’s detention  in 
Saudi Arabia. Not one prom i­
nent N igerian (your co lum n­
ists included) has com e out to 
speak out.
MARTIN Luther King, Jnr. 
AAZIZ Labo, Malumfashi, 
Katsina State, 07035029199.

SOS to Zamfara Gov
WE need water to drink in Ungu- 
war Dan Baba/Sinami area. We 
are in real danger of outbreak of 
diseases courtesy of our current 
source of water. Please come to 
our aid.
KABIRU, Gusau, 08139579115.

Market fire in Kano and 

Bauchi

THESE incidents will continue 
unless the traders start giving out 
zakat as ordained by God. 
HUSEIN Bayero, Ungwan Rimi, 
Kaduna, 08035957538.

By Tunde Asaju

The saga of an Egyptian doctor

If northern governors adhere to the native intelligence 
of Aliyu Ahmed, the recurrent daily slaughter of wed­
ding guests on northern roads would be a thing of the 
past. And in case you are'wondering who he is, he is the 
Chairman of Ilella Local Government Area of Sokoto 

State who recently pegged dowries, aka bride price at N4,000; 
outlawed outlandish and extravagant ceremonies. If you hap­
pen not to know where Ilella is on the map, please connect to 
Google Earth. I know that some of you would complain that 
northerners should be allowed to celebrate something. After 
all, we are not known to lavish money on our burials, and until 
governors and presidents began to take wives and marry off 
their daughters, extravagant wedding ceremonies are not part 
of our culture. Now, I believe that nobody should stop a people 
from choosing how to spend their money, but Ahmed even 
went ahead to confine ceremonies to the township stadium, 
several kilometres away from the town centre. This is how to 
solve the problem -  those in favour of Ahmed say -  Taliban! 
And those against say Netanyahu!

■ While we await the result of the polls, I wonder what hap­
pens if Magatakarda Wammako, the governor with the longest 
name finds a beautiful bride in Ilella and wants to add her to 
his harem. Since the decision, it has been quite difficult for 
young men to find flights to Sokoto, and even harder to find a 
bus going to Ilella. Those who rushed in early are complaining 
that all the brides have been taken leaving only the teenagers 
and that almajirai are complaining that they no longer have 
enough succulent leftovers to feed on at weekends. If only 
Gani Fawehinmi were alive, he would have taken on their case 
pro bono.

But Ahmed is not the only official jostling for the trophy 
of the outrageous. Except something more ludicrous happens 
before the year runs out, that title would go to Alhaji Idrissa 
Machinama. He is the commissioner for health in Yobe State. 
Just before the season of meningitis; Machinama took some 
estacode and went to Egypt to recruit, doctors. He found out 
that Yobe patients were allergic to Nigerian doctors, especially 
if they happen to come from other parts of the country dubbed 
educationally advantaged, they tend to mock the rest of us.

Machinama’s Arabic is truly dusty, and because truly quali­
fied Egyptian doctors hardly want to miss the ever-smiling 
face of Hosni Mubarak, he only succeeded in getting ten real 
ones willing to brace Yobe heat. And so, he recruited 13 oth­
ers who went through a nine-month crash medicine training 
organised by the famous Rapid Results College. On his return, 
he persuaded his governor to pay them just a little above the 
average civil servant, including the locally trained doctors, 
who happen to be black.

Machinama and the state government agreed to pay a pal­
try package of between N540, 000 and N640, 000 monthly. I 
did not know if they also have all expenses paid trips to Cairo 
every weekend, but knowing that Yobe has no international 
airport, that is probably not part of the package. Anyway, one 
of the doctors, a jealous one who goes by the name Mohsen 
AbdelHameed must have been reading too many Nigerian 
newspapers. Because he discovered a passion he could not 
have engaged in Egypt -  petition writing, and in practice, he 
overwrote. Because, having found that the 13 Rapid Results 
graduates were not real doctors, he sent his petitions to the 
Yobe State Government (he realised quite quickly that Machi­
nama is not government) and copied the EFCC and the Egyp­
tian Embassy. Did I hear you say outrageous? He found out 
that while advertising for the position, the Yobe government 
had insisted that recruited people must possess the equivalent 
of the membership of the London Royal College of Physicians 
(MRCP).

How this physician knew that Rapid Results College 
degrees are not equivalent to RCP certification beats my imag­
ination. But he found out that the fake 13 lacked the capac­
ity to diagnose diseases. When the other doctors found out 
what he did, imaginably, they also realised that apart from 
medicine, they also had crash courses in karate and aikido. 
They found Dr. Mohsen and kicked in his face. And when 
Machinama found out that the man was out to rubbish his 
recruitment drive, he also followed it up with a ban from gov­
ernment hospitals.

So, Dr. Mohsen had to seek medical help at the University 
of Maiduguri Teaching Hospital, where, I hope, his quondam 
friends would not reach him to finish the job. Machinama 
was quick to defend himself. He told reporters that there is 
no record of any problem as a result of prescription by the 
RRC doctors.

f tundeasaju@yahoo.co. uk)
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Aliyu Musdafa 
(1922-2010)

The death last Saturday of Dr Aliyu Musdafa, the 11th 
Lamido of Adamawa and longest-serving monarch 
in Northern Nigeria, m arked the end of an era. Dr 
Musdafa’s longevity on the throne was a testament to 
apolitical stance that saw his reign outliving thirteen 
Nigerian heads of state, military and civilian, and numerous state 

governors, from the days when his domain was in the old North 
Eastern State, through the defunct Gongola State and the present 
Adamawa State. His death is indeed a great loss not only to the 
region and the country but to the neighbouring Niger, Chad and 
Cameroun as well, and the entire Fulbe community globally. He 
Loved his people and there is little doubt that the people loved him 
back, as shown in the large gathering of the high and low in the 
society who trooped to Yola, the Adamawa state capital to witness 
his burial. He had a glorious reign and lived a fulfilled life well 
spent in the service of his community.

His departure after reigning for 57 years has left a vacuum that 
many believe would be difficult to fill in the immediate future.

Aliyu Musdafa introduced changes to the emirates which at 
one time extended to the northern part of the Republic of Camer­
oun, Southern part of former Borno state and the present Taraba 
state. The late Lamido ruled one of the biggest and most versatile 
emirates in the history of northern Nigeria. During his reign, the 
emirate also enjoyed peace, stability and prosperity as he super­
intended over the transform ation of Adamawa from a largely 
pastoral community to a pinnacle of modernisation. He was a 
believer of a united Nigeria and extended his hands of fellowship 
beyond the border of Islam. He also strove to maintain a balance 
between Muslims and Christians as well as ethnic issues that could 
have otherwise polarised the emirate. At the national level, he 
preached and encouraged peaceful co-existence among all tribes 
and followers of all religions devoid of sentiment and emotion. 
The late Lamido Musdafa, a direct descendant of Modibbo Adama 
and product of Othman Danfodio Islamic jihad, was for long a 
spiritual and Islamic leader of the entire Fombina emirate, as well 
as father of all by socialisation. As a ruler who led by example, the 
late Lamido established a farm and spent most of his time on it.

Bom  in 1922, D r Aliyu Musdafa ascended to the throne as 
the 11th Lamido and received the staff of office on July 26,1953 
from Governor Sir Bryan Sherwood-Smith of British colonial 
adm inistration. He received his education at Yola Elementary 
School and Yola Middle School (1936-1943). His work experi­
ence started with the Adamawa Native Authority in 1943. He was 
appointed the Chief of Police in Adamawa province in 1945 with 
the title of Wah. He barely spent eight years as a supervisor when 
he was selected as the Lamido, following the deposition of Lamido 
Ahmadu Maigari.

The late Aliyu Musdafa also made tremendous contribu­
tions to the Northern House of Chiefs where he served as a 
member of the Public Accounts Committee. He was also a 

member of the Northern Nigeria Development Corporation, and 
member of the Council of Chiefs in North-Eastern state (1967- 
1976). When Gongola state was created in 1976, he was made 
President of the Council of Chiefs. In 1979, he was, in line with 
the constitutional provision, appointed to the National Council 
of States. As the nation awaits the emergence of his successor, we 
urge the kingmakers to be guided by the principle of justice and 
fairness that the late Lamido cherished championed and lived by; 
we also pray that whoever emerges as successor would follow in 
his footsteps. We hope the government and people of Adamawa 
state would extend their support to the new Lamido for peace 
and development to continue to reign in the emirate, and for the 
general progress of the nation.
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Jang: Between the hammer and the anvil

I
t  is now official that 109 
persons were killed in the 
villages of Dogo Na Hawa, 
Zot, Rasat and Kutgot in 
Plateau State, by pastoral- 
ists said to be seeking to avenge 

earlier massacres in Kuru Jenta. 
Up to 200 suspects have been 
arrested in connection with the 
latest mayhem. As relations of 
victims of the horrendous epi­
sodes live through their anguish, 
in painful effort to come to 
terms, the State Governor Jonah 
David Jang and the Army in Jos 
are playing the blame game. Jang 
had said that the security forma­
tions in the State capital had 
been forewarned by him  per­
sonally, but did nothing about 
the impending murders which 
as feared, eventually took place 
at Dogo Na Hawa and environs 
in Jos South. In angry response 
however, the army accused 
Jang of “naivety” and “lacking 
in knowledge of ground opera­
tions”. The statement said the 
security operation in Jos was a 
joint one involving the army, the 
Navy, the Air Force and other 
paramilitary formations, and 
that Jang should have known bet­
ter where to take his complains 
to. As if not satisfied, the General 
Officer Commanding the 3rd 
Division of the Nigerian Army 
and Commander of the Special 
Joint Military Task Force Major 
General Sale Maina again denied 
being notified by Jang of the like­
lihood of the impending attacks.

So where does this leave us? 
Confused and in despair. Here 
was a Governor who got wind 
o f plans by a horde of hood­
lums set to attack villages on a 
revenge mission, and notified 
(as he claimed) as highly placed 
an officer as the General Officer 
Commanding the 3rd Division 
of the Nigerian Army and Com ­
mander of the Special Joint Mil­
itary Task Force Major General 
Sale Maina who has denied being 
notified.

The Army is the Senior 
Member of the Security 
Coalition in charge of 
the Jos Crisis. Jang as Governor 

and Chief Security Officer in the 
State certainly knew the right 
person to alert o f an im pend­
ing occurrence that everyone 
knew would have such ominous 
an outcome as the mass m ur­
ders. W hether that is true or not 
remains to be seen.

Regardless of the merits of 
their arguments, it is wrong of the 
army, headed by officers junior 
to Jang, to reply Jang especially 
in the foul language employed. 
Not only is Jang a senior officer 
o f the Nigerian Armed Forces, 
even though retired, but a two- 
time military governor and pres­
ently, governor and chief Secu­
rity officer of Plateau State, (that 
is until the establishment of the 
current military authority over 
the area). It is a shameful dis­
play of indiscipline and profes­
sional misconduct for the army 
to publicly respond and without 
defending itself of the serious 
oversights and lapses pointed out 
by Jang, dwell merely on frivo-

Timawus 
Mathias
timmathias@yahoo.com_________
lous procedural considerations. 
What is “dynamics of land oper­
ations” for God’s sake? How do 
you explain that to the bereaved 
of Dogo na Hawa? We are talking 
about lives lost that could have 
and should have been saved! We 
are talking about a step taken in 
the crisis that could cause a chain 
of reprisals and escalate the con­
flict nationwide.

It is obvious that there is no 
love lost between Jang and the 
3 DIV of the Nigerian Army 
since the beginning of this cri­
sis and this has seriously jeop­
ardised and underm ined the 
security and public confidence 
o f Plateau State even the more. 
It therefore stands to good rea­
son that the Governor of Plateau 
State Jonah David Jang and the 
General Officer Commanding 3 
Div Nigeria Army Major General

Saleh Maina, are separated in the 
public interest.

The army accuses Jang of 
naivety? How does this compare 
with the dubiety in the initial 
sacking of the Police from duty 
when the army took control of 
Jos at the onset of the violence, 
only to backtrack when atten­
tion was drawn that this move 
implied the (illegal) establish­
ment of a State of Emergency on 
Plateau State. There was dubiety 
in the haste to transfer arrested 
persons to Abuja where they 
we’re charged to court for as out­
landish an offence as terrorism 
(not even treason), especially 
when some of those arrested 
were said to be in army uniforms. 
At a time when the army was 
being accused of partisanship in 
the crisis, the Commissioner of 
Police for Jos got sanctioned for 
saying what he knew to be true, 
except that there was an incident 
the previous day that sparked 
off the violence. At the time the 
army intervened in Jos, the crisis 
had not expanded to the suburbs 
and the Police was doing well at 
control. By its conduct, the army 
earned accusations of complic­
ity, partisanship and bias. Is it 
not naivety of the most diaboli­
cal, when a State Chief Executive 
tells the coordinator of the secu­
rity structure on the Jos crisis 
three hours ahead that there is 
a planned attack on com m uni­
ties. The attack does take place 
leaving the gory scenes we saw 
at Dogo Na Hauwa? W hat did 
the coordinator of security do

with the information that Jang 
gave him?

Since the reprisal killings at 
Dogo Na Hauwa and environs, 
there has been apprehension o f 
the likely response of the local 
tribesmen. Jang and the Com ­
munity Leaders have done well 
to restrain the locals from retali­
ation. One prays that the local 
communities make the sacrifice 
to turn this other cheek and work 
for peace instead of a revenge 
that will definitely beget another 
act o f violence.

There is sadly selfishness 
and parochialism from 
the elite and opinion 
moulders, particularly column­

ists that can only serve to worsen 
matters. It has not been possible 
for majority o f commentators 
arid columnists on the Plateau 
situation to rise above their pri­
mordial backgrounds to  offer 
solutions that will achieve peace. 
Given the political antecedents 
of the Jang Governorship, it is 
not expected that his political 
opponents, would have compli­

mentary remarks for him. Many 
columnists, out of ignorance, 
echo the sentiments o f sworn 
enemies of Governor Jang, even 
as realities to the contrary stare 
in the face. The political lead­
ers especially those from Plateau 
are quick to blame the crisis on 
poor leadership when in truth, 
they are themselves the nefari­
ous brains behind the conduct 
of the ordinary folk. They are the 
sponsors of evil and terror and 
their intention is to make Plateau 
ungovernable for Jang and ensure 
his failure. Plateau according to 
them, should not know progress 
until they are in political control. 
The shocking thing is that they 
are prepared to stomach such 
hum an carnage to achieve their 
selfish political ends?

Many columnists write 
with crass ignorance 
on the factors behind 
the conflict on the Plateau and 

employ parochial mindsets and 
stereotypes in their conclusions. 
They expect Jang to declare and 
defend a policy that opens up 
indigenship to “settlers”, against 
the will of the people who voted 
him? It is like asking Mugabe 
to return recovered lands to the 
whites of Zimbabwe. No leader 
will pursue policies against the 
wishes of the people that voted 
him in. Jang’s head is therefore 
between the hammer and the 
anvil as he applies every persua­
sive means to stop the indigenes 
from carrying out another cycle of 
killings in the name of vengeance.

The army accuses Jang of naivety? How 

does this compare with the 

dubiety in the initial sacking of the 

Police from duty when the army took . 

control of Jos at the onset of the violence
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Honour
Well Deserved!
Financial Standard

pmmnts

FS Ma n -of-the-Ye a r  2009 Award
to

Mr. Abdulsalam Ahmed 
MD/CEO, Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria

Chairman: Dr. Mohammed Lawan Hassan, Minister of Works and Housing 

Special Guest o f Honour: His Excellency Governor Mohammed Danjuma Goje, of Gombe State. 

Guest Lecturer: Mr. Femi Ekandayo, FCIB, Past President, Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria (CIBN)

DATE: Friday. March 19. 2010 
VENUE: Transcorp Hilton Hotel Abuja 

6.00pm
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INTERNATIONAL
Ghana leader meets Ivorian 
envoy over border row
GHANA President John Atta Mills met an Ivorian envoy yesterday over 
a dispute about the neighbours’ offshore boundary, which falls in an 
oil-rich zone, and said the row must not harm their ties.

Ghana’s recent discovery of oil reserves off its coast has kicked off a 
row with Ivory Coast over the border, with Accra accusing Abidjan of 
claiming part of its maritime area.

“We must ensure that the boundary issue does not destroy the strong 
relationship between us,” Atta Mills told journalists after a closed-door 
meeting with the envoy of Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo. The 
envoy, Ivory Coast mines minister Austin Komoe Kuadio, handed the 
Ghana president a message that was not made public. He told report­
ers that Ivorian authorities also believed the boundary issue should not 
divide the neighbours.

The Ghana National Petroleum Corporation announced last month 
the discovery of an “extensive deepwater petroleum province” offshore 
Ghana.

Demolitions leave 3,000 Angolan families homeless
THOUSANDS of Angolans 
have been left homeless as 3,000 
homes were being demolishedin 
the Angolan city of Lubango to 
make way for railway upgrades, 
an opposition lawmaker told AFP 
yesterday.

Almerindo Jaka Jamba, from 
the main opposition Unita party, 
said the displaced people were 
being moved five kilometres 
(three miles) from the southern 
city to an area without accom­
modation.

They are living “without a roof, 
since there are not enough tents, 
without water, without medical 
care, without schools and with­
out work, since many women, 
heads of households, lived off 
the informal market in the city

centre,” Jaka Jamba said. “We do 
not oppose this operation, but we 
are worried about where the dis­
placed people will be accommo­
dated,” he said.

The demolitions are part of 
an operation to raze “chaotic

buildings”, according to the inde­
pendent weekly newspaper Novo 
Jornal. Squatters settled along a 
railway line that once linked the 
Atlantic port of Lobito in south­
west Angola to the Mozambican 
port of Beira on the Indian Ocean.

Nigerian
Bottling

Company
C N o  902

>ca-Co/a Hellenic 
Com pany

Settling Com pany Pic is the 
I boilier o ' Coca  • Cola products and 
3 producer ijf Alcohol-Free beverages 
A s a  member of the Coca-cola HBC 

wit group of companies, one of the 
•jM-cota bottlers in ‘he world, our 
vision is to build a world-class 
mi that will defiver high quality product 
ste.iion of our over five million daily

I the need to fill
these positions; i

To apply, visit our w ebsite @  
www.nigeiianbottlingcompanypfc.com

For inquiries send an email to 
nigeria.recruitinentjSjcchellenic.com

App lica tion s c lo se  within 2 w eeks of th is 
advert, and on ly  Short listed candidates 
will be contacted

Reporting to the Region IT Director with 6 direct reports and a 
team of over 40 members, the Job holder will be:

Accountable tor ail IT  ervices delivered to the country, proactively 
finding improvement opportunities.

Managing Country expectation of EIT deliverables.
Ensure appropriate IT resources are delivering quality IT services 
according to agreed SLA 's to the country
Provide strong performance leadership and development for 
country IT service Desk Managers

To su cc e e d  in th is role you  m ust have:
University degree in managing Information Systems, Information 
Technology or Business Administration 

Minimum 1 Qyears experience, 5 of which must be in a leading 
role or in a big cross functional project. Experience with FM CG  
industry would be considered an asset

B ased  in Head Office and reporting to the Head  of Engineering v.ith 8 d.r 
reports, the job holder will be '
L.eading the electrical function of Central Engineering Responsib le  
electrical maintenance and projects, instrumentationrpow e i general 
and electronics in our 13 plant locations.
Involved in Auditing of maintenance and project?, ot alt plant locations

To su cce e d  in th is role you  m ust have:
B Eng / H N D  in Electrical Engineering with minimum lOyearsexpen 
electrical maintenance and asset care within the manufacturing indu

Reporting to the Plant Managers, with up to 7 direct reports, the 
job holder will be:
Managing a Plant suppiy chain infrastructure, raw materials, glass 
and finished products warehousing, products availability and 
accurate load compliance to meet the team's requirement 
Support Plant depot operations with product supplies to forestall 
out of stock situations
Provide strong leadership, training & management support for 
direct reports to deliver high standard results

To su cc e e d  in th is role you  m ust have:
University degree or HND in Business Administration, Supply 
Chain / Logistics management.

Minimum 8yearS experience. 5 of which must be at managerial 
level as a supply chain or Logistics management position in a 
multinational co rri pan y
Good Knowledge of Microsoft office packages especially spread* 
sheets. Experience with the Manufacturing industry wouliMhe

Based  in Head Office and reporting to the senior Electrical Engineer, the job

Responsib le  for New Installation of electrical Equipment
Calibration ot Instrumentation

To su cc e e d  in th is role, you  m ust have:
B.Eng I H N D  in Electrical Engineering with 5 - 1 0  years experience in 
maintenance of electrical equipment and machinery, a s  well a s  in project 
environment within the Manufacturing Industry.

Based  in Head Office but supporting our 13 Plant locations across the 
country, the Job Holder will be :
Responsib le  for maintenance and repairs of Refrigeration equipment. 
Ammonia system s and water cooled package unit

To su c c e e d  in th is role you  m ust have
B Eng/HND  in Mechanical Engineering with a minimum IGyears 
experience in a Multinational Company.
Be  familiar with H ansa G ra sso  and Maykom  Com pressors 
Excellent Problem solving and trouble shooting skills

Based  in Head Office and supporting our 13 Plant locate 
wifi be. Responsible for repairs, preventive maintenaw

To su cc e e d  in th is role, you  m ust have 
8 E n g  t H N D  Mechanical Engineering 
With 5 - 1 0  years experience in a J
Multinational company.
KnowJedae of Statutory requirements

http://www.nigeiianbottlingcompanypfc.com
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THE GOVERNMENT OF KOGI STATE
O F  N I G E R I A

mr ACTING PRESIDENT
I, Alh. (Dr) Ibrahim Idris, Executive Governor 

of Kogl State, on behalf of the government and 
good people of our dear State heartily Welcome 
the Acting President and Commander-In-Chief of 
the Armed Forces of Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan to the 
Confluence State, on his First Working Visit to the 
Ajaokuia Steel Complex and the Commissioning 

of the Kogl State International Market Lokoja 
on Thursday March 18,2010.

Once again Mr. Acting President 
>
( O f  i s  < t ' 1 1  f  1 1 <*• •

O L A L E !  N Y A N S E H  /  K A A H O  / / /

Signed

ID R J  iR R /\M IIW  I D R I S
Executive Governor of Kogi State
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Thai protesters pour own 
blood at government HQ

THAI protesters seeking a change 
of government turned to shock 
tactics yesterday, pouring gallons 
of their own blood into a glisten­
ing puddle at the gate of the prime 
minister’s office.

The dramatic gesture, repeated 
in front of the headquarters of 
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjaj- 
iava’s Democrat Party, grabbed 
attention but put the “Red Shirt” 
protest movement no closer to its

goal of forcing new elections.
More than 100,000 demon­

strators from all over the country 
gathered in Bangkok on Sunday, 
vowing to keep up their protest 
until victory.

But Abhisit has rejected their 
demands to dissolve Parliament, 
saying only that he will listen to 
the protesters’ point of view and 
leaving the situation in a stale­
mate. Reporters asked one of

the protest leaders what their 
next move would be, and Veera 
Musikapong replied, “I want to 
know that myself.” He said the 
group maps strategy on a day-by- 
day basis.

The protesters comprise sup­
porters of former Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was 
ousted by a 2006 military coup 
for alleged corruption, and pro­
democracy activists who opposed 
the army takeover.

They believe Abhisit came to 
power illegitimately with the con­
nivance of the military and other 
parts of the traditional ruling class 
who were alarmed by Thaksins 
popularity, particularly among 
the poor.

Thailand has been in political 
turmoil since early 2006, when 
anti-Thaksin demonstrations 
began. In 2008, when Thaksin’s 
political allies came back to power 
for a year, his “Yellow Shirt” oppo­
nents occupied the prime minis­
ter’s office compound .for three 
months and seized Bangkok’s two 
airports for a week.

Yesterday, thousands of Red 
Shirts formed long lines Tues­
day morning to have their blood 
drawn by nurses^ a day after their 
leaders vowed to collect at least 
1 million cubic centimeters of 
blood — 264 gallons (1,000 liters) 
— to spill at Government House. 
They claimed to have collected
300,000 cubic centimeters.

Suriya Laemthong, 28, 
shielded his eyes with a baseball 
cap as a nurse pricked his arm. 
He said he doubted that the blood 
spilling would compel the gov­
ernment to step down but that he 
finds the protest leaders’ strategies 
“rational and acceptable.”

Riots rock Jerusalem as 
Hamas calls for new'intifada'
HUNDREDS of Palestinians clashed with Israeli security forces across 
east Jerusalem yesterday in the worst rioting in years as a senior Hamas 
leader called for a new “intifada,” or uprising. As the unrest rocked 
Jerusalem, US Middle East envoy George Mitchell delayed a visit to the 
region amid the most severe diplomatic row in decades between Israel 
and the United States, which has been struggling to revive peace talks.

Police fired rubber bullets, stun grenades and tear gas at protesters 
who hurled stones and set up barricades with dumpsters and burning 
tyres in several neighbourhoods. In at least one neighbourhood under­
cover Israeli police officers disguised as protesters wrestled demonstra­
tors to the ground and handcuffed them.

Sixteen Palestinians were taken to hospital, with fractured bones, eye 
and stomach injuries, and dozens more were treated on the spot, accord­
ing to the emergency services of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society.

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said four officers were briefly 
taken to hospital and another 10 were treated on the spot, while 60 Pal­
estinians were arrested. There were clashes in the Shuafat refugee camp 
and in several other parts of east Jerusalem, which Israel occupied in 
the 1967 Six Day War and later annexed in a move not recognised by 
the international community.

As the rioting was under way Hamas deputy politburo chief Mussa 
Abu Marzuk called for another popular Palestinian uprising. “The inti­
fada must enjoy the participation of all of Palestinian society,” he told 
Al-Jazeera television.

Head of Israel Holocaust memorial asks to 
meet Ahmadinejad
THE Holocaust memorial head, a 
survivor of the Nazi death camps, 
asked Brazil’s president yesterday 
to help arrange a meeting with 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, Israel’s arch-foe.

“As a child of Buchenwald, I 
want to meet him so that he hears 
my testimony and that I can prove 
to him that he is wrong to deny the

existence of the Holocaust,” Rabbi 
Israel Lau said in a statement after 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
toured the Yad Vashem memorial 
in Jerusalem.

He asked the Brazilian presi­
dent to transmit his request to 
meet Ahmadinejad “anywhere 
and at any time.”

Lula is currently due to visit

Iran on May 15. Brazil, which 
holds a non-permanent seat on 
the UN Security Council, favours 
dialogue with Tehran.

It opposes US-led moves to 
impose a fourth set of UN sanc­
tions on Iran over its contin­
ued defiance of international 
demands to halt its uranium 
enrichment programme.

Sri Lankan opposition leaderfaces court-martial
THE former Sri Lankan army chief who lost his 
opposition bid for the presidency objected yester­
day to his court-martial hearing, saying the panel 
formed to decide his fate was biased against him, 
an ally said.

The arrest of Gen. Sarath Fonseka has been con­
demned by the opposition and human rights groups, 
who accuse the government of retaliating against

a man who dared challenge President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa in his re-election bid.

The court-martial Tuesday of Fonseka, con­
sidered one of the heroes of the government’s war 
against the Tamil Tiger rebels, has been shrouded 
in secrecy, with the military barring reporters from 
the event and refusing to release a detailed account 
of the proceedings.
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International

World's shortest man dies of 
heart complications at age of 21
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he died of heart complications.
Guinness World Records edi- 

tor-in-chief Craig Glenday, who 
measured Pingping in Inner Mon­
golia to confirm his status as the 
world’s smallest man, paid tribute 
to him Monday.

He said: “From the moment I 
laid on eyes on him I knew he was 
someone special - he had such a 
cheeky smile and mischievous 
personality, you couldn’t help but

be charmed by him.
“He brightened up the lives of 

everyone he met, and was an inspi­
ration to anyone considered differ­
ent or unusual.”

Pingping, who was born with a 
form of primordial dwarfism, had 
been accompanied by his brother- 
in-law on the trip to Europe to film 
records show Lo Show Dei Record.

His successor will be 
announced at a later date”.

THE world’s shortest man, He 
Pingping, has died at the age of 21, 
a Guinness World Records spokes­
man said Monday. Pingping, who 
was 29 inches tall, was filming a tel­
evision programme in Italy when 
he developed chest problems.

The Chinese-born man, who 
became a record-holder in March 
2008, was taken to hospital in 
Rome for treatment but passed 
away on Saturday. It is understood

%

http://www.leadway.com
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PARA-MIIITARY OFFICERS
NATIONAL RETIRED PARA-MILITARY LIASQN OFFICE, NO.1 DEEPER LIFE JUNCTION 

FRCN/KUTUNKU Rd, GWAGWALADA - ABUJA.

Our Ref, 
Your Ref:

E-mail: mhmdbala@yahao.com 
Date: 15th March 2010

RE: REPS SUMMON CIPPO 
BOSS OVER PENSION

The attention of National Association of Retired Para-Military officers has been drawn to a press statement on the above 
subject-matter in the Daiiy Trust Newspaper of Monday March 15,2010.

In the publication, it was alleged that the Ag. Director and entire management team of CIPPO deliberately absented 
themselves from a re-scheduled visit of the Honourable Members of the House of Representatives committee on 
Pension Matters on Wednesday 10/3/2010.

In the light of the above, the National Association of Retired Para-Military Officers wishes to state as follows:

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION:
(a) As a result of the effort of the present management of CIPPO, payment of monthly pension has been

stabilized
Monthly pension is now paid between 20* to 25th of every month
The National Association of Retired Para- military officers is now embedded in CIPPO as the office 
attends all stake holders meetings with C IPPO  Management.
To Buttress the above point, members of The National Association of Retired Para-’Military Officers 
actually attended the budget defence of 2009 and 2010 respectively together with CIPPO  
management precisely on the following date: 3rd November, 2009, 25th Novemb6r, 2009, 16th 
December, 2009 and 18th November. 2009.
We are therefore surprised to read in the newspaper (Daily Trust to be precise of 15th March, 
2010) that C IPPO  was alleged not to have attended the 2009 and 2010 budget defence which was 
not true v~
Para-Military are also involved in H APPSS and CO NPASS working Committee. We wish to equally 
inform our members that arrangement has reached advance stage to start paying HAPPSS and 
CONPASS by April and May, 2010.
The present management has also computerized payroll system in CIPPO. This ensures speedy 
payment of pensioners benefit as at when due.
We want to place it on record that because of the present management effort, complaints desk has been 
established which has the mandate to treat alt cases within 24 hours.
Our National members can also testify to the establishment of liaison offices at state level to enlighten our 
members, collect and collate information on complaints of the retirees for onward transmission to the 
office of Acting Director.
We as members of National Association of Retired Para-Military Officers wish to hereby categorically 
pass a vote of confidence on the present management of CIPPO - and we least expected the Chairman, 
House Committee on Pension Matters to have made all the allegations contained in the publication of 
Monday 15th March, 2010 considering the fact that he is also* a beneficiary of the above achievements 
being a CIPPO pensioner.
Inthe light of the above, NAPRO wishes to inform the General public that 
CIPPO is living up to its expectation and we feel any unfounded attack on CIPPO  
Management is not in our interest as pensioners.

BALA MAHMOUD B.
Liaison Officer 

DCI (RTD)
National Association of Retired Paramilitary Officers

<b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

<h)

<i)

(i)

(K)

For further enquiries

Consult

1. ABDULLAH! E.D
07058280300

2. ALEXANDRA A. HENEN UBI
National Secretary 
08065344354

mailto:mhmdbala@yahao.com
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VACANCIES
The following vacancies exist in a fast growing Media organisation and its 
Subsidiary Company located in Abuja, They are for self-motivated and result 
oriented individuals who can work with minimum supervision and ability to 

deliver results.

1. QMJPrsdustion {ref:GMP)

v
Qualification s  Experience
The successful candidate will be responsible for the production of Newspaper 
titles and the maintenance of press and utilities.

>  He is required to possess a minimum of ten (10) years experience in 
production management, five (5) of which must be in a Management 
cadre of a successful newspaper outfit orfrom similar industry.

>  B.sc or HND Mechanical Engineering obtained from a reputable 
university or polytechnic

>  Possession of an MBA and registration with COREN will be an added 
advantage.

> Those without the adequate number of years of experience but with 
demonstrable experience can also apply.

> The successful candidate will report to the Managing Director.

2. GENEM lMANAGEF^CEOtSubsidiaryCpmpanY) (ref: GMMTL) 

Qualification & Experience
The successful candidate will head the subsidiary arm of the company. The 
subsidiary being a going concern is focussed on Investments, Property and 
Trading businesses

> The young subsidiary arm requires a goal getter and an individual that 
possess high managerial and aggressive marketing skills.

> He should possess a B.sc or HND in Business Administration, Economics, 
Accounting or any related discipline

> Possession of an MSA and membership of relevant professional bodies 
will be an added advantage

> The ideal candidate should possess a minimum of seven (7) years 
experience four (4) of which must be at a top management level

>  Evidence of successful career in similar activities will be given a high 
priority.

3* Regional Managers (Kano & Maidueurl) (ref.RMG)

The successful candidates(s) will oversee the general administration of the 
company regional offices at Kano and Maiduguri. He/She will closely monitor 
the human and material inputs of the outstations in compliance with company 
policy, rules and regulations.

The ideal candidates must hold B.sc or HND in humanities with minimum of 7 
years post graduation experience, 4 of which must be in a management cadre.

>  Possession of an MBA and membership of relevant professional body 
will be an added advantage.

>  Candidates with good experience in general administration and proven 
capacity for results will be specially considered

>  The successful candidate will report to the Managing Director.

4, Advert Manaeedsi for our Titles (ref: ADM)

The ideal candidate(s) must be aggressive and result oriented. He/She will lead a 
team of motivated Advert Executives to achieve targeted sales results from time 
to time.

Qualification

>  He/She must possess a B.sc or HND in Business Administration, 
Economics or Humanities and be a member of APCON.

>  Possession of art MBA will be an added advantage
>  Knowledge of the Advert industry for not less than 7 years is required.
>  The successful candidates(s) will report to the General Manager (B&S)

Interested candidates that satisfy the above requirement should please direct 
their hand written applications, within two weeks, and quoting the appropriate 
references at the back of the envelope to:

The Human Resource Manager
P.O. Box $873 

Wuse Zone 3, Abuja

IN V IT A T IO N  FO R  
P R E -Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  A N D  T E N D E R

The Kebbi State Ministry o f Education plans to award contracts for the 
under listed projects under merged 2008/2009 Education Trust Fund 
Intervention. The M inishy is therefore inviting eligible and competent 
contractors to apply for qualification and to tender for the projects.

SCOPE OF WORK
The Scope o f work includes the following:
1) 18 Blocks o f  3 Classrooms, stores, offices and veranda.
2) 6 Blocks o f Science Laboratories and Furnishing.
3) 6 Consignment o f  Science Equipment in Physics, Chemistry and 

Biology.
4) Supply o f Furniture: -
(I) Procurement o f756 No 3 seater ETF standardized school desks
(ii) Procurement o f  54 No Teachers Table.
(in) Procurement 54 No Teachers armless Chairs.
(iv) Procurement o f20,690 Volumes o f assorted Library Text Books,

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Interested contractors ate invited to submit the following pre-qualification 
documents:
1. Evidence o f  Registration with Corporate Affairs Commission
2. Three years income tax clearance certificate or evidence o f tax 

relief
3. Evidence o f registration with Kebbi State Tender Board'
4. List o f  similar projects successfully executed in the task three years 

indicating names o f  client letters o f  award, and certificate o f 
completion

5. Bank statement from a reputable Bank indicating financial

6.
7.

List o f  major plants,^equipment
List o f  managerial, technical and administrative staff o f the 
company

COLLECTION OFTENDER DOCUMENTS
Interested and competent contractors who wish to collect the tenders 
documents o f  the projects must pay NON-REFUND ABLE fees as follows. 
PROJECTS

1. Construction o f 1 Block o f 3 Classrooms with office, store and 
veranda, N50,000.00

1 Block o f  Science Laboratory and Furnishing
N50,000.00

3.

4.

5.

6. 

1.

Procurement o f I Consignment o f Science equipment in Phy. 
Che. a id  Bio, N50,000.00

Procurement o f  756 No 3 seater ETF standardized school desks
„ N50,000.00

Procurement o f  54 No Teachers Table N 10,000.00

Procurement 54 No Teachers armless Chairs N5,000.00

Procurement o f 20,690 Volumes o f assarted Library Text Books
N50,000 00

SUBMISSION OF TENDER/PRE-QUALIFICATION 
DOCUMENTS
The completed pre-qualification and fender documents must be in scaled 
envelopes and items for which interest in being expressed clearly indicated 
on top o f the envelop and returned to the office o f  the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry o f  Education, Btrnm K ebbi

Receipt o f  pre-qualifieation/tender bids will be closed weeks from the date 
o f  publication o f this invitation. All bids will be opened at 2:30pm on the 
closing date in the office o f  Permanent Secretary.

All bidders or their reprehensive s are expected to be present.

Submission closes in one week beginning from the date of the publication.
Signed

HAJIYA MAIMUNA M. BALA 
Permanent Secretary
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f  ADVERTORIAL \
ENOUGH OF THIS ORCHESTRATED MALICE AND FALSEHOOD AGAINST 

CHIEF UFQT EKAETTE AND THE MINISTRY OF NIGER DELTA AFFAIRS
The attention o f the Hon. Minister of Niger Delta Affairs, Chief Ufot Ekaette, has been drawn to a spurious paid advert purportedly signed by one Donald Spiff who 
claimed to be an 'acting coordinator' of a shadow organisation called "Partner for Sustainable Development" alleging duplication o f  projects by the Ministry o f Niger 
Delta Affairs and published on page 35 o f The Nation of March 9,2010. Since then, the document aimed at smearing the reputation o f the Hon. Minister o f  Niger Delta 
Affairs and the Ministry has obtrusively been appearing in other newspapers in a fashion that suggests that the advertorials are being bankrolled by persons with ulterior 
motives geared primarily towards gratifying their narrow selfish interests.

In particular, the spurious group accused the Ministry' o f Niger Delta Affairs o f duplicating nine projects that were either completed or were about to be completed by 
some State Governments and the Niger Delta Development Commission.

Curiously, while the said Donald Spiff splashed the fake document on the pages o f newspapers, a faceless “Cynthia Whyte”, with no known address went on the Internet 
to unleash unimaginable vituperations on the person o f Chief Ufot Ekaette, calling for his sack for allegedly duplicating projects.
It would have been unnecessary for the Ministry to waste its time and energy to join issues with elements who only exist on the pages of newspapers and on the Internet 
since it is clear that they are merely seeking relevance through falsehood, but it has become imperative to set the record straight so that the majority of the people o f the 
Niger Delta are not hoodwinked by these phantom individuals and groups masquerading as 'development monitoring group'.

Even without going too far, it should be clear to men o f good conscience that these allegations are not only baseless but are also being orchestrated with the sole aim o f 
poisoning the minds o f the people against a man who has served this nation for many years in various capacities without blemish.
Donald Spiff listed Owerri-Elele Road (particularly Owerri-Omerelu Segment totaling 35.41 Kilometres), which was only recently awarded by the Federal 

Government, as being undertaken by the Rivers State Government. The Ministry hereby states categorically that there is no evidence whatsoever that either Rivers State 
or Into State has awarded contract for the dualisation o f the 35,41 Km Owerri-Elele Road (particularly Owerri-Omerelu Segment totaling 35.41 Kilometres). We 
challenge Donald Spiff and his sponsors to provide evidence to the contrary.

While it is true that Amadiama-Abuloma andTrans-Orashi roads in Rivers State, Ekeremor-Agge Road in Bayelsa State, Ikot Ekwere-Ndukpoise-Ikot Eyo-Ikot Ntung 
Road in Akwa Ibora State and the Araya-Bible Site Road in Delta State were all captured in the 2009 budget by the representatives of the respective States and the 
Ministry o f Niger Delta Affairs made effort to implement them as part o f its mandate to open up the Niger Delta, inadequate budgetary provisions made it impossible for 
the Ministry to carry out the projects beyond their survey and design. Again, we state that the Ministry has not awarded contract for the construction o f any o f the roads as 
alleged by Donald Spiff who claims that the Ministry might have wasted at least N87.62 billion as a result o f the duplication of projects. It is public knowledge that the 
Ministry’s capital budget for 2009 was N48 billion only out of which N28 billion was dedicated to the on-going East-West Road, leaving a balance ofN 19,5 billion for 
new projects. How Donald Spiff arrived at N 87.62 billion is nothing but a figment of his imagination. I challenge him to publish the list of his phantom projects awarded 
by this Ministry amounting to N87.62 billion. y -
On the issue o f the Niger Delta Coastal Road, which the author claimed was awarded by the NDDC in October 2008, the Ministry finds it strange that Donald Spiff and 
his cohorts can stand the truth on its head. Nothing can be farther from the truth. The design and construction of the Niger Delta Coastal Road, which is to stretch from 
Calabar in Cross River State to Ilaje in Ondo State, is one o f the mega regional projects, which the Federal Government directed the Ministry o f Niger Delta Affairs to 
carry out as one o f its priority projects in the 2009 budget. We are not aware o f any change of mandate by the Federal Government on the project and we would want 
Donald Spiff to provide evidence showing the agency for which the Government has approved another budget to implement the project.

It is true that the then Acting Managing Director o f  NDDC, Pastor P. Z. Aginighan had said at the South-South Economic Summit in Calabar last year that the NDDC had 
a design o f the Niger Delta Coastal Road but the same officer was to apologise to the Minister that the Commission did not have such a design when he was asked to 
produce it during a subsequent meeting with the Minister in Abuja a few days after the Calabar Summit. Based on the clarification by the NDDC that the commission did 
not have the feasibility study/design o f the road and given the directive o f the Federal Government to the Ministry to start work on the road, the MNDA on December 1, 
2009 called for tenders for pre-feasibility/feasibility studies on the road. Shortly after the adverts for the tender were published in the newspapers, a Port Harcourt-based 
company, Pearl Consultants wrote to the Hon. Minister claiming that the NDDC awarded it the contract on October 30,2008 to carry out the studies and design of a road 
called' East-West Coastal Road from Calabar to Lagos’ for the sum ofN300 million.

According to the company, the contract was to be completed and handed over to the NDDC within nine months, which means the company was expected to turn in the 
report to the NDDC in May 2009. On the strength o f the company's claim, the Ministry in a letter No. MND A/ID/l 51 /Vol. 1/96 dated January 6,2010 wrote to the 
Managing Director of the NDDC to clarify the claim by Pearl Consultants. While still awaiting the response o f the NDDC Managing Director to its enquiry on the said 
road, the Principal Partner of Pearl Consultants, Eng. Mayne David-West met with the Minister o f Niger Delta Affairs and officials of the Ministry on December 21, 
2009 and promised to avail the Ministry of a copy of the design and survey of the 'East-West Coastal Road from Calabar to Lagos’, which it had earlier submitted to the 
N DDC. Unfortunately the company has not come forward with any document on the road till today.

The position of the Ministry' is that given the urgency needed to transform the Niger Delta through the provision of critical infrastructure, it would be against the interest 
o f the people of the N iger Delta to wait endlessly for a document that is not forthcoming. In any case it is doubtful whether the 'East-West Coastal Road from Calabar to 
Lagos’, which the company is referring to is the same Niger Delta Coastal Road from Calabar to Ilaje in Ondo State which the Federal Government has mandated the 
Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs to handle.

The allegation o f  project duplication by Donald Spiff cannot be true because the Minister o f  Niger Delta Affairs, who also chairs the Niger Delta Sub-committee on 
Infrastructural Development, has been meeting with major stakeholders in the region including State Governments and NDDC officials as well as other MDAs doing 
projects in the Niger Delta region all in the effort to avoid duplication and wastage. In all the meetings so far held, the issue of duplication of any project has not been 
raised by any o f the States or NDDC.

The Ministry o f Niger Delta Affairs hereby challenges ’Cynthia Whyte' and Donald Spiff to publish the details o f  the contracts which NDDC and the State Governments 
first awarded and which the Minister of Niger Delta Affairs subsequently duplicated.
Failure by the duo to provide evidence of the duplicated projects would mean that they were motivated by ulterior motives and should not be taken seriously.

If we may ask, whose interest is Donald Spiff, who claims to be the ’acting coordinator’ o f’Partner for Sustainable Development' representing by deliberately fabricating 
lies to deceive the people o f the Niger Delta and who is paying for the propagation of this falsehood?

Those whose sense o f reasoning has not been tainted by sentiments are aware o f what the man Ufot J. Ekaette stands for and they know that he is unwaveringly 
committed to his ideals o f honesty, integrity and accountability, which are the hallmarks o f his career history. He cannot compromise any of these traits.

We therefore urge the people o f the Niger Delta not to fall to the antics o f these elements but to support all development initiatives by the MNDA geared towards 
transforming the Niger Delta and empowering the people. Enough o f the orchestration of malice against a man whose only interest in coming to serve after many 
years o f  dedicated service to his fatherland, is to render honest, selfless and dedicated service to the people.
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Experts react to CBN's 
new policy for banks
From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos & Idris Ahmed

THE Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) on 
Monday said a new banks with regional, 
specialised and non interest banks would 
emerge with different categories of capital 
base. As a result of this, there have been 
divergent views over the new policy.

Tunde Popoola, the managing director 
of CRC Credit Bureau and season banker 
welcomes the new policy but was of the 
opinion that the CBN would have to cope 
with the problem of skill manpower both 
from within the regulators and the indus­
try.

CBN through its director of bank­
ing supervision, Samuel Oni said banks 
would be made to concentrate on banking 
activities under the new setting as separate 
licenses would be issued to commercial 
banks, microfmance bank, mortgage bank 
and investment bank.

“Any bank that wants to go interna­
tional or national would also have a sepa­
rate license. There would also be separate 
license for banks that would want to con­
centrate on small and medium enterprises 
or funding of agriculture. The new policy 
is to create room for financial activities to 
have a model where banks would not divert 
their capitals and deposits into speculative 
activities or high risk venture”, he said.

But Popoola said: “Looking at the his­
tory of the banking sector in the United 
States, banking sector was regionalised 
with specialised banks but when Bill Clin­
ton came, mega banks emerged and the 
whole formation changed. Even with that, 
we still have over 8,000 banks in the US 
today some are mega banks, others are spe­
cialised banks”

He said the conventional banking 
structure in Nigeria has not been helpful 
as only a few people have access to fund, 
adding that there have been challenges for 
coping as universal or commercial banks 
due to lack capacity such as lack of fund, 
skills staff.

“There should be specialised banks. 
Take for instance, Nigerian Development 
Bank which basically deals with infrastruc­
tural development though it is owned by 
the federal government, yet it has done 
well. We have microfmance banks which 
also focus on the poor” he said.

He said the banking regulators should 
take into account the level of risk a bank is 
bearing before deciding on capital levels, 
deposit insurance premiums, regulatory 
scrutiny

Stocks: Foreign 
investment hits N204bn
From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos
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CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido Sanusi

Also, Opeyemi Agbaje an economist said 
he was not convinced that the CBN has fully 
thought through the proposed bank scheme.

“I am not convinced that the CBN has 
fully thought through the proposed bank 
categorisation scheme. I fear that we may be 
rushing into a policy of this huge significance 
and risks. I would have wanted the CBN to 
release, for discussion purposes, a draft of the 
proposed framework so that stakeholders can 
fully examine the merits or otherwise of the 
proposal. One is unable to agree or disagree 
with the proposal given the scanty details on 
the policy content”, he said.

Agbaje said the global financial crisis 
brought to the fore the dangers in banks 
engaging in highly speculative investment 
banking transactions with retail depositors’ 
funds with the result that the government and 
regulators are forced to save them when they 
fail to protect depositors

DESPITE the global recession experienced last 
year, foreign investors stocks in the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange purchases is estimated to be in excess 
of N204.235 billion, representing 29.8 per cent of 
the aggregate turnover recorded last year. This 
was an increase compared to the N 153.457 billion 
recorded in 2008. Currently, total sales (outflow) 
during the year were in excess of N 185.2 billion, 
culminating in a net inflow of N19.035 billion, a 
reversal of the net outflow of N480.5 billion in 
2008.

Speaking in Lagos yesterday during the cel- 
It is also important that banking regu- ebration of Thomson Reuters information part- 

lators take into account the level of risk a nership with the Nigeria stock Exchange (NSE), 
bank is bearing before deciding on capital the director general of the exchange Ndi Okereke- 
levels, deposit insurance premiums, regu- : Onyiuke said some of our erstwhile foreign inves- 
latory scrutiny etc. Categorisation for such tors are returning; while new investors are seek- 
'purposes may offer some value. ing opportunities and market information, add-

Agbaje however urged CBN to pro- ing that despite the global recession, our market 
vides full details of its regulatory direction remains attractive to foreign investors and portfo- 
to ensure we don’t again rush into a policy lio managers at current low pricing of our equities 
that we haven’t fully discussed and debated and the high yield achievable on our bonds. She

“Nevertheless, we would prefer that the said current upward movement in equity prices in 
CBN provides full details of its regulatory our market suggests strongly that the market have 
direction to ensure we don’t again rush seen the bottom of the decline of the last several 
into a policy that we haven’t fully discussed months. “The total market capitalization, which 
and debated”, he said - opened the year at N7.03 trillion, stood at N7.72

An economist and former deputy gov- trillion by March 10,2010, indicating a growth by 
ernor (Economic Policy) of CBN Dr. Oba- 9.8 per cent. Significantly, the equity market capi- 
diah Mailafa said if the new policy was to talization, which stood at N5 trillion in December 
effectively regulate the sector, it is welcome 2009, now stands at N5.64 trillion, indicating a 
one. growth by 12.8 per cent”, she said.

He however said that Universal bank­
ing is what is in vogue in most parts of the 
world.

“The trend is still universal banking, 
this is what is obtained in United States of 
America and in the Europe”, he said.

He said CBN may have taken the deci­
sion in the best interest of the country.

A university lecturer at the Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria Dr. Bashir Kurfi 
said the decision would introduce profes­
sionalism in the banking sector.

He said the decision by the former CBN 
Governor Soludo Chukwuma to have uni­
form capital base for all banks was wrong.

“Nobody should tell you that banks 
should operate with same capital base. You 
don’t grade banks with policy statement by 
the CBN. The implication of the universal 
banking system is that the level of profes­
sionalism may reduce”, he said.

He advised CBN to be steady fast in the 
regulation of the banks.

“They should research very well in 
what they are doing. I support the policy 
and we are lucky that Governor Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi does not belong to those 
people that have worked in government 
before or those World Bank fanatics”, he 
said.
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Why refineries are not 
working -PENGASSAN
THE Petroleum  and 
Natural Gas Senior 
Staff Association of 
Nigeria (PENGASSAN) 
has identified lack of 
accountability and 
ownership as part of the 
reasons why the nation’s 
refineries have not 
worked.

Mr. Babatunde 
Ogun, the PENGASSAN 
President, said in Lagos 
that the refineries could 
function effectively 
without undue pressure.

He called for the early 
passage of the Petroleum 
Industry Bill (PIB) now 
before the National 
Assembly to ensure that 
interests o f oil workers 
are protected.

“The content o f the 
bill must be made open 
for people to contribute 
and understand the 
discussions on it because 
people are w orried on 
the movem ent from 
Joint Venture (JV) to 
Integrated Joint Venture 
(IJV).

“It is also good 
to tell the people the 
worth of NNPC before 
unbundling it. Nobody 
knows the w orth of 
NNPC; nobody knows 
the liability of those 
organisations.

“Nobody knows the 
current w orth of those 
refineries. Nobody 
knows what is required to 
transfer those refineries

or upgrade them  to the 
new standards,” Ogun 
said.

The PENGASSAN 
chief said it was pertinent 
to know the problems 
and the net w orth of the 
organisation before the 
take off of the IJV.

Ogun said with this, 
the new m anagem ent 
would be accountable to 
both the people and the 
Federal Government.

He said the pensions 
and gratuities of NNPC 
workers should be settled 
before the integrated joint 
venture takes over so that 
new investors would not 
be burdened with many 
encumbrances.

“It is regrettable

that experts in Nigeria 
are replaced by less 
com petent foreigners 
because of poor 
understudy,” Ogun said.

He said PENGASSAN 
was not averse to 
deregulation, saying 
that it only opposed the 
people who siphoned the 
money accruing from the 
subsidy w ithout adding 
value to the nation’s 
economy.

Ogun said though 
no time was fixed for 
the deregulation of the 
sector, government 
should ensure that 
necessary infrastructural 
facilities were put 
in place before its 
implementation. (NAN) MINISTER of State for Petroleum, Odein Ajumogobia

Privatization not the 
answer -  PHCN boss
By Fidelis Mac-Leva

THOSE calling for the deregulation of the power sec­
tor, particularly the privatisation of the Power Holding 
Company of Nigeria, are missing the point because what 
is actually required is to reform the power sector, Manag­
ing Director of PHCN has said.

Engineer Hussein S. Labo said in an interview with 
Daily Trust that the PHCN has gone far with the reforms 
in the power sector. “One of the achievements in this 
regard include the passing into law of the Power Sec­
tor Reform Act 2005”, he said adding that the Act pro­
vided for the unbundling of the then vertically integrated 
NEPA [National Electric Power Authority] into autono­
mous generation, transmission and distribution com­
panies.

“We now have seven generation companies, one 
transmission company and eleven distribution compa­
nies which have all been registered with the Corporate 
Affairs Commission and they receive grants directly 
from the federal government,” Labo said.

Engineer Labo who stated that PHCN now operates “a 
shadow electricity market” said: “The greatest challenge 
we face today as managers of the Nigerian Power Sector 
is inadequate generation to please Nigerians.”

According to him  the presidential mandate of 
6000MW was to be achieved through rehabilitation of 
old PHCH plants adding that the failure to achieve this 
was primarily due to limited time.

For the projected mandate to generate additional 
10,000MW by 2011 to be realised the PHCN boss said: 
“We definitely need new plants and this is where the 
plants presently being constructed through the NIPP 
becomes relevant.

Commenting on recent calls for the sacking of anyone 
who has anything to do with the power sector, Engineer 
Lebo said: “The fact remains that even if they are sacked 
and the issue of quality gas for power is not addressed, 
the next team will be faced with the same challenge.”

FG committed to steady power 
supply, says Minister
By Fidelis Mac-Leva

THE Federal Government 
is committed to ensuring 
steady power supply in the 
country in spite of the chal­
lenges of gas supply, Minis­
ter of Power, Lanre Babaloa 
has said.

The Minister who spoke 
through the Head of Press 
and Public Relations of the 
Ministry, Mrs. Olubunmi 
Badejo said efforts to pro­
vide for adequate, commer­
cial, industrial and domes­
tic needs in the short term 
were being intensified, 
especially towards increas­
ing gas supply to the power 
stations.

“To address the prob­
lem in the medium term,

diversification of electric­
ity gerneration is being 
explored to include using 
mixed sources of energy 
such as coal, wind, solar, 
biomass as well as small 
hydro plants [SHPs]”, the 
Minister said.

Babalola said efforts 
being made at improving 
the commercial framework 
include the development of 
Power Purchase Agreement 
[PPA], guaranteeing invest­
ments as well as improving 
on efficiency of delivering 
electricity services.

He said: “For Nigeria to 
achieve the Vision 20:2020 
of being among the top 20 
economies of the world by 
2020 there is the dire need 
for adequate and sustain­

able electricity supply to 
grow the economy.”

He explained that in 
order to achieve the Vision 
20:2020 objectives, the 
Power sector needed to 
grow at an annual rate of 15 
percent in order to gener­
ate, transmit and distribute 
additional 1500MW and 
2000MW annually in the 
long run.

“The financial implica­
tion of our national aspira­
tion is between $3billion 
and $5billion per annum”, 
he said pointing out that 
based on the pattern of the 
federal government* fund­
ing of the power sector, it 
was clear that government 
alone cannot meet the 
funding requirements.

Total assures of quality lubricants
From Mohammed 
Shosanya,Lagos

TOTAL Nigeria Pic, one of 
the petroleum marketing 
companies in Nigeria, has 
restated its commitment to 
continue to produce qual­
ity lubricants that meet 
international standards and 
enhance the functionalities

of vehicular engines in the 
country.

The Managing Direc­
tor of the company, Mr. 
Dominique Thiolon made 
this assurance at the offi­
cial presentation of prizes 
to the winners in the “Total 
Drive-On Promo” in Abuja 
and Port Harcourt recently. 
He said his company has

become the reference point 
in lubricants technology in 
Nigeria, and quality of our 
lubricants has remained the 
best in the industry. “We 
will continue to emphasise 
the sustenance of our qual­
ity management system, 
as this ensures continuous 
improvement in the quality 
of our products,” he assured.

PHCN is 
overstaffed 
-Power 
minister
...Has N400bn debt

From Mohammed Sbosanya,Lagos

THE Power Holding Company 
of Nigeria (PHCN) is over­
staffed and government will 
take drastic measures to put the 
company back to shape, Minis­
ter of Power has said.

Mr. Lanre Babalola said the 
power company is overstaffed 
in non-core areas of its opera­
tion while the core areas of 
the company are understaffed 
thereby affecting output Baba­
lola, who spoke weekend while 
addressing newsmen in Lagos 
said the current total debt of 
the company is over N400bil- 
lion out of which N 117biIlion 
stood-for workers pension and 
liability.

According to him, the rev­
enue collection of the power 
company monthly is N8bil- 
lion, adding that over 90per- 
cent are diverted to payment of 
staff salaries and is inadequate 
to sustain PHCN for efficiency. 
Hie electricity union workers 
had penultimate week raised 
alarm over the accumulated 
N78billion monetization ben­
efits owed them by the Federal 
government since the com­
mencement of the scheme.

Saudis: Oil market tightening, OPEC may not need to act
THERE are signs of increasing demand for 
oil, Saudi Oil Minister Ali al-Naimi said on 
Monday, which could mean OPEC does not 
have to take any action on supply this year.

We have been sailing very well and we 
will continue to sail very well,” Naimi, min­
ister for the world’s top oil producer, told

reporters a day ahead of a meeting of the 
group, many of whose members have voiced 
concern it is pumping too much oil.

Kuwait’s oil minister Sheikh Ahmad al- 
Abdullah al-Sabah said on Tuesday compli­
ance was ' '  the major issue”.

Angola’s Oil Minister Jose Botelho de

Vasconcelos said his country might ask to 
be exempt from its output quota as it con­
tinues to produce above that level.

But Naimi is more relaxed about over­
production.

Compliance is there,” he said on Mon­
day. ' '  The market is happy, there is balance,

there are no shortages, there is enough 
investment going on,” he added.

He said he did not think there would be 
a need for any additional OPEC meetings 
this year.

OPEC is due to meet in September and 
December. (Reuters/NAN)

\
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N2 0 0 bn agric loan: Bankyetto 
disburse to small farmers
By Idris Ahmed

SMALL holder farmers will still 
have to wait much longer to be 
able to access the N40 billion ear­
marked for them from the federal 
governments N200 billion agri­
culture loan facility.

Daily Trust learnt that banks 
are sceptical in disbursing the 
funds to the farmers because the 
farmers have “no collateral.”

Banks are saying that until 
the farmers form themselves into 
co-operatives which can be eas­
ily located, they are not willing to 
bear the risks involved.

Only United Bank for Africa 
(UBA) has so far disbursed about 
N24 billion to commercial farm­
ers, according to Daily Trust’s 
investigation.

Many big commercial farmers 
are also not willing to access the 
funds because of the tight condi­
tions attached.

Small farmers who are willing 
to benefit from the scheme can­

not do so because they don’t have 
collateral.

Parts of the conditions for 
accessing the loan include show­
ing the proof of ownership of land 
in highbrow areas and large live­
stock. The Minister of Agricul­
ture and Water Resource Sayyadi 
Abba Ruma said at an event Mon­
day in Abuja that it is only when 
farmers group themselves into 
co-operatives that they can ben­
efit from the scheme.

The Group Managing Direc­
tor of Fidelity Bank Pic Reginald 
Ihejiahi also said that it would not 
be possible for farmers to access 
the funds overnight without 
forming into a body.

“It would not take too long 
for them to access the loan but it 
would also not happen overnight”, 
he said.

The minister of agriculture 
said that farmers would not be 
able to access the agricultural 
credit facilities until effort are 
made towards making it possible

for them.
“The way out is to ensure that 

farmers are very well organised 
into co-operative group. This is 
the best practice in other juris­
dictions and models that have 
succeeded in agricultural credit 
financing”, he said.

He said to address the prob­
lem, government has commenced 
a land reform programme with a 
view to ensuring that farmers are 
collateralised and the land they 
have could be used as collateral. 
But this would probably take a 
longer time.

“In the next one week, we are 
commencing an agric censorship 
exercise that would take the bio­
metric of farm, families and their 
corporative leaders with a view to 
making sure that they are prob­
able located within a development 
finance institution which is the 
agric bank”, he said.

To fast track agricultural 
development in the country, 
the Nigerian Agricultural, Co

- operative and Rural Devel­
opment Bank Limited and the 
China National Machinery and 
Equipment Import and Export 
Corporation (CMEC) are will­
ing to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the Chinese 
firm to provide 10, 000 tractors 
to farmers.

The MoU was deferred on 
Monday by the minister of agri­
culture to a date to be announced 
later.

The cost of the 10,000 units 
of tractors was estimated at $40 
million.

One of the conditions of the 
agreement is advance payment 
of 16 percent of the contract sum 
while the balance of 84 percent 
will be amortised over the period 
of ten years at interest rate of 2 
percent per annum.

Our investigation revealed 
that for over 40 years, Nigeria 
has only 30, 000 tractors and 
only about 15, 000 of them are 
operational.

Customs rakes 
in N236m from 
rice importation
From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE Nigerian Customs Service, 
Seme Border said it generated the 
sum of N236 million in February 
this year from rice legally imported 
into the country.

Public Relations Manager of 
Customs Seme Border,Ernest 
Olottu disclosed to Daily Trust 
yesterday that his men also confis­
cated 49 trailer loads of rice, tex­
tile materials and assorted goods 
intended to be smuggled into the 
country. He said it is not true that 
smugglers connive with Customs 
men to bring goods through the 
back doors into the country.

He also faulted the claims of the 
Rice Importers and Distributors 
Association of Nigeria [RIDAN] 
that the Seme border is one of the 
notorious routes of smuggled rice 
and assorted goods,saying their 
utterance is a campaign of cal­
umny. "It is not true that rice is 
being smuggled into Nigeria thr- 
oufg Seme border.If we have been 
opening the border to the smug­
glers, we would not have recorded 
this unprecedented achievement.” 
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MTN Foundation empowers the physically challenged 
with mobility aids and appliances
T V / r m  *s committed to empowering 
IVXand enriching the lives of Nigerians, 
especially those with challenges. 
The organization strives to assist the 
underprivileged to realize and harness their 
potential. It is in keeping witii this mission 
that the Foundation in 2009 embarked on the

Disability Support Project (DSP).

The DSP is designed to empower the 
physically challenged with various aids and 
appliances so that they can lead independent 
and useful lives.

In the first phase o f  the project, wheel chairs, 
crutches, hearing aids, Braille machines, 
among other equipment were distributed to 
beneficiaries in 11 states and the FCT.

The pictures below tell the story.

Mr, Cajetan Duru, (Left) Member, Anglo Nigerian Welfare Association for the Blind (ANWAB) receiving a Braille machine 
from Hon Abike Dabiri, Chairman, House Committee on Nigerians in Diaspora, supported by (R-L) Mr. Dennis Okoro, 
Director, MTNF, Mrs. Aishatu Sadaufci, Director, MTNF and Mr. Akinwale Goodluck, Corporate Services Executive, MTN 
in Lagos.

L-R Prince DtemoU Adenyt-Adele. Comkkjsmoom lor Youth. Sports and Social 
Development 1 ago.', State, Mr Aktmvale Goodluck and Ms. Nonxiy Ugboxna. 
ExeeaSro Secretary, MTNF presenting *  wheelcfcarr to Mr Tajodeen Alabi m 
Lagos.

L-R liajia Salaraatti Suieiroan, Minister o f Women AJYau's sad Social Development and Mrs. AssbaUi Sadauki presenting u R-L lion Abate Dabiri, Chairman, House Committee on Nigeriaoas in DiagpoouMs. Mercy William, recipient o f a Braille
wheelchair donated by MTNF to Hajia M ate Hassan in Abuja. wristwatsh aarf Mr, M M f e  Goodtock s i the gs«»en«askss i« lagos.

R-L Mr. Agbaofa Otagynsoye. former Director, Ministry o f Women Affairs and Social Development and Mr. Aknmate 
Goodluck. presenting a wheelchair ID Master Chinooso Esomchi while his mother Mrs. Florence JEsotacht (1) looks on in 
Abuja

Mr. Peter Obi. Governor, Anambra State (1) presenting a Brattle machine to students o f  St. John o f God Secondary 
School, Awka while (L-R behind) Or Pascal Do?ie. Chairman, MTN, Ms. Nooay Ugborna, Mr. Wale Goodluck and 
Mr Denim Okoco look on ta Awka, Anambr* State
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L-R: M ataa H»s*an Usman, Vice Principal, Government Girts College, Kebfei making 8 presentation to o»e o f  fee 
beneficiaries in Kebbi State.

L-R, Prof. Otoremf Alois Director, ICP, prestarting * Braille ma<&m« to Dr Ademokoyn, HOD, Special Education, 
University o f Ibadan, Oyo SUM.

L-R Yaaro Fwenchi of MTN making a presentation to a beneficial)' in Tantba State. Hajia Saraiu Mama Aliyo Shmkafi, wife o f Zamfeia State governor (2nd Right) talking to one o f  the beneficiaries on 
tneycle with o tto s  looking oo

t e ,  Dow go Esther, (left) Chairman o f  Vandeikya LGA and Representative o f Benue State Governors, wife <l,cft)wtth 
f t  the bes«fieiari*s isiBeeae,

Mrs Awu Bridget Agbor, (left) Pen® See, Cross River State Ministry o f Social Welfare and Community 
Development, representing the Governor, Mr, Cosmas I, B. Okoh. DON, FouadetfCEG, Mobility Aid and Appliances 
Research and 1 >cvelopment CentrefM AARDEC] (2nd from right) with some o f the bcneficiaries in Cross River State

Qummixher VN, Btechukwu Hon Commissioner for Women Affairs and Social Dev, Delta State,. Repossessing die Delta 
State Governor (2nd Left), Emmanuel Audit, Anthologist (right), fixing haring aids on one o f file beneficiaries in Delta 
*Ss«.

Elder Prof Chigojrie N, Ogjbu OFR Depwy Governor Efxmyt State, Representing the Governor (with Mraojibprse) 
presenting a wheel chan to a teeaeSehKy in Ebosyi State while others look on,



I 30
J)AJLY TRUST WecJnesday, March 17, 2010

Business/Telecoms
Investment in Nigeria telecoms hits $1 8 bn

Stories by Yunus Abdulhamid

UK based telecoms researchers Pyramid Research has said $ 18 
billion was invested in Nigeria’s telecommunications industry 
in the past 10 years.

It has also projected over 100 percent increase in the total 
GSM subscriber base of Nigeria by 2014, in five years time.

At the public presentation of the book; ‘The Impact of 
Mobile Service in Nigeria,” in Abuja, the Managing Director 
of the Pyramid Research Gabriela Baez said the study showed 
exponential increase to 73 million subscribers as at December 
2009 from 420,000 landlines in 2001.

This makes Nigeria the second largest mobile service market 
in Africa. There are an estimated 4.5 billion mobile subscribers 
globally This is expected to hit 6 billion in the next years.

The study took three months and was commissioned by 
the Nigeria Communications Commission (NCC). The study

was encoded in a book form and was formally presented by 
the minister of State for Information and Communications, 
Alhaji Ikra Aliyu Bilbis.

The study also revealed that capital investment in the 
country’s telecoms sector hit $18 billion in the last decade, 
and mobile telephony took $16 billion of it representing over 
85 percent. The industry contributes not less than four percent 
to the economy’s GDP whereas in some other selected Africa 
countries like South Africa and Ghana, the average is between 
2 and 7 percent.

60 percent of the 1, 500 end users of mobile services 
respondents agreed they have benefitted positively especially 
economically from the advent of GSM in the country, Gabri­
ela said.

She noted that significant milestone have been achieved 
in the migration to the 3G technology by network operators, 
saying “in the next three years, 55 percent of mobile phones

will be in 3G. This would pave way for more sophisticated and 
faster applications.

Minister of state for Communications, Alhaji Bilbis com­
mended the research and said it would serve as a reference 
point for government to plan ahead for the envisaged devel­
opment in the sector.

He said since December the figure of subscriber had raised 
to 76 million and that the Nigerian telecommunications policy 
was being reviewed for improved services in the sector.

Executive Vice Chairman of the NCC, Engr. Ernest 
Ndukwe attributed the growth recorded to the deregulation 
in the industry and hard work of the management and staff of 
the commission as well as industry stakeholders.

Ndukwe who retires next month after attaining the man­
datory 60 years of age and 10 years in the saddle said a study 
in the UK recently linked the improvement of GDP to the 
number of mobile phone users.

ICT in Africa: S takeh o ld e rs  w a n t  barriers rem oved
STAKEHOLDERS in West Africa sub region yesterday 
in Abuja called for the elimination of border barriers to 
entrench seamless Inform ation Communication Tech­
nology (ICT) for improved economic development.

Speaking at the opening of a two-day ECOWAS 
stakeholders workshop on the NEPAD ICT broadband 
Infrastructure network, Ghana’s Deputy M inister of 
Communications Geodeon Quarcoo said it was a his­
torical imperative for ICT to be entrenched in Africa 
for the benefit of today and future generations.

He said today’s struggle is another phase of libera­
tion in continuation of Africa’s foremost political free­
dom fighters.

Nigeria’s M inister o f state for Inform ation and 
Com m unications, Alhaji Ikra Bilbis said there was 
urgent need to connect all Africa countries to the rest

of the world through broadband fibre-optic subm a­
rine cables. He decried the high cost of satellite sys­
tems which many African countries depend on to have 
international links.

“O ur challenges are linked; our solutions must be as 
well. No one doubts the challenges before us. We must 
confront them together each day and every day, Bilbis 
said before declaring the workshop open.

The network intends to link al 54 African countries 
thus providing abundant bandwidth, easier connectiv­
ity at reduced costs.

ICT penetration in Africa is said to be at 10% con­
centrated in urban areas while rural dwellers that con­
stitute about 70% of the population rem ain unders­
erved.

C hief Executive of the Nigeria Com m unications

Com mission Engr. Ernest Ndukwe said Africa was 
static in term s of development due to artificial bar­
riers o f states to refuse cross border integration ICT.

He said Africa need to be seen as one m arket and 
get connected to have an intra-Africa communication 
for the next phase of communication.

Ndukwe said, “Broadband connectivity should be 
taken by Africa government as national priority. Sub­
sidies might be needed along the line as can even been 
seen in developed nations giving stimulus packages.” 

The workshop is expected to consider the Kigali 
protocol of policy and regulatory frame work in oper­
ation for Eastern and Southern Africa for adjustm ent 
and application in ECOWAS sub region. It was devel­
oped by the New Partnership for Africa Development 
(NEPAD)s e-commission.

NIGERIAN
ARMY

Members of the general public and prospective applicants can purchase their 
SCRATCH CARDS for N1,000 each at any Unity Bank branch nationwide.

Hurry now! SCRATCH CARDS are only available from
15th  M arch  to  14 th  M ay 2 0 1 0
For more information:
www.unitybankng.com,www.nigerian-army.org

Head Office: UnityBank Tower, 785 Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District, Abuja FCT.
Call Centre: 09-4602141, 08057323225,08057323226 
Email: we_care@unitybankng.com

http://www.nigerian-army.org
mailto:we_care@unitybankng.com
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Donkey business flourishes 
in Gombe
DONKEY owners in Mallamsidi 
town of Gombe State are making 
brisk business as NYSC members 
undergoing an orientating pro­
gramme scramble to ride on the 
back of the animals at a fee.

The 2010 Batch A’ corps mem­
bers are undergoing a three-week 
orientation programme, prepar­
atory to their posting to various 
places of primary assignment, at 
Government Secondary School, 
Mallamsidi.

A News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) correspondent, who vis­
ited the camp on Sunday, reports 
that corps members, mostly from 
the southern part of Nigeria, are 
fascinated by the sight of donkeys 
and are eager to ride on them.

While some said they had not 
seen the animals before, others 
said that although they had seen 
them, they had not had the oppor­
tunity of riding on them.

Miss Joy Okeke, a corps mem­
ber from Anambra, said she was 
elated by the opportunity of rid­
ing on a donkey.

' '  I have heard of donkeys and 
seen the pictures but for the first 
time I am not only seeing the ani­
mal live but also riding on it. I will 
have a snapshot and take it home,” 
she said.

Okeke said the NYSC was very 
vital as it provided opportunities 
for the youth, among which was 
exposure to other cultures.

"T h e  experience is very fas­
cinating. Here I am, an Igbo girl

from Anambra, not only seeing a 
donkey in the north but also hav­
ing a jolly ride on it,” she said.

Malam Adamu Husaini, one 
of the donkey owners, told NAN 
that he and his colleagues had 
been enjoying a business boom 
with the animals.

“We charge N20 for those who 
just climb the animal for snap­

shots and N50 for whoever wants 
the donkey to move around with 
him or her.

’ 'I  make at least N500 daily 
and that is big money for a poor 
man like me. My children and I 
run shifts here. We will certainly 
miss this opportunity whenever 
the corps members leave,” he 
stated. (NAN).

"Green" palm oil output 
double as prices rise
PALM oil output that does not cut 
down forests and harm wildlife may 
double to 3 million tonnes by the end 
of this year as benchmark Malaysian 
prices steadily rise, an industry offi­
cial said on Monday.

The bulk of it will come from 
Malaysia as big planters come closer 
to ensuring their estates, mills and 
processors comply with commit­
ments set by the industry-driven 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil.

The groupings secretary general 
Vengeta Rao said planters like Sime 
Darby, IOI Corp and Kuala Lumpur 
Kepong will have a comprehensive 
supply chain for green palm oil 
within two years and higher prices 
encourage this.

“I would estimate that to-date 
production of 1.5 million tonnes of 
certified green palm oil will double 
at the end of this year,” Rao said at 
the Reuters Food and Agriculture 
Summit.

“Higher palm oil prices will 
encourage companies to be more 
sustainable and as more supply 
comes in, the green palm oils pre­
mium goes down, encouraging 
more consumers to go green.”

Malaysia’s crude palm oil is the 
best performing vegetable oil so

far this year on expectations that a 
recovery in the global economy will 
boost demand. The vegetable oil is 
used in products ranging from soap 
and margarines to biofuels.

Green palm oil’s premiums 
now stand at $10 over current cash 
price of $780 a tonne free-on-board 
(FOB), from $50 at end 2008.

Planters have complained that 
the lower premiums will not encour­
age the production of sustainably 
produced palm oil — a point Rao 
does not agree with. “If the offtake 
rises and we have seen that happen­
ing with the last two months, it goes 
a long way in reducing the industry’s 
carbon footprint and shedding the 
negative publicity’ he said.

“And it’s a contrast from what 
happened during the financial crisis 
when European consumers stayed 
away from certified green palm oil. 
There is more money and people are 
less likely to be price conscious or cut 
costs in the case of companies.”

Green groups have said expan­
sion of oil palm estates to feed grow­
ing food and fuel demand fuels rain­
forest destruction in top producers 
Indonesia and Malaysia and speeds 
up climate change as powerful 
greenhouse gases get released.

may

But planters say that oil palm 
estates can act as a carbon sink and 
that a major C02 savings can come 
from capturing methane, a powerful 
gas emitted during processing.

This contention has caused rifts 
with the RSPO, which groups plant­
ers, consumer goods firms and some 
environmentalists like WWF.

It became worse after Anglo- 
Dutch food giant Unilever sus­
pended contracts with Indonesia’s 
SMART TBK (SMAR.JK) and 
stopped trading with Duta Palma 
over concerns that the two were fell­
ing rainforests to expand oil palm 
acreage.

The move has spurred Indone­
sian planters to question the effec­
tiveness of RPSO, formed in 2004 to 
form an ethical certification system 
that includes commitments to pre­
serve rainforests and protect indig­
enous communities.

“We cannot question the com­
mercial decisions of our members 
but we have asked them for clarifi­
cation on this matter (of Unilever, 
SMART and Duta Palma),” Rao said.

“I don’t think this will affect the 
good work we have been doing so 
far. In fact, there is a greater degree 
of openness.” REUTERS.

OPEC to urge 
compliance, keep 
output target steady
OPEC ministers due to arrive in Vienna for their meeting today say 
there is no need to change output targets with oil prices above their 
preferred range, but soft demand is prompting calls to curb overpro­
duction.

“In my opinion, I don’t think we are going to see any change, even 
though inventories are high,” Qatar’s Oil Minister Abdullah al-Attiyah 
told Reuters by telephone on Monday.

“The oil price and fluctuation is one of the many reasons that would 
lead to a rollover in supply targets.”

Benchmark U.S crude futures were trading $80-90 yesterday, a frac­
tion above the $70-80 range that OPEC’s top producer Saudi Arabia has 
named as a fair price for both producers and consumers of oil.

OPEC last agreed to cut output in December 2008, slashing a record 
4.2 million barrels per day (bpd) from production to 28.48 million bpd 
as the world reeled into recession.

In the past year, rising prices and a hesitant global recovery have 
encouraged OPEC members to add supply to the market, however.

In February, OPEC delivered just 53 per cent of pledged output curbs 
of 4.2 million barrels per day that it agreed in late 2008, down from 81 
percent a year ago.

High inventories showed there was no shortage of crude in the mar­
ket, Attiyah said, and OPEC will discuss adherence to existing supply 
curbs.

“We need very strong compliance,” he said. “If we say rollover, it 
means with existing targets.”

Forecasts from OPEC as well as the International Energy Agency 
(IEA) and the U.S. government all suggest demand has been better than 
expected and could continue to rise this year.

“If you take the average forecast for OPEC demand, you’re looking 
at 29.2 million bpd, which is in line with production. That’s an indica­
tion that things will be the same until the end of the year,” one OPEC 
delegate said.

“I personally think that because of demand revisions upwards, there 
is a need for every drop of oil being supplied,” he said.

OPEC will have to watch the market closely as oil demand grows in 
Asia, but is still slow elsewhere.

Developed countries have shown little appetite for more oil as their 
economies emerge from recession, leaving oil producers to fight for 
market share in developing giant China. (Reuters/NAN).

Eko PHCN installs 140 transformers
From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE Eko Distribution Zone of the Power Holding Company of Nigeria 
said it has installed 140 distribution transformers in the last one month 
to boost power supply in the zone. Chief Executive Officer of the Zone, 
Engineer Ayo Obilomo, who disclosed this in Lagos yesterday, also said 
in the next three months about 349 transformers would be installed. 
According to him, his zone would do everything possible to ensure its 
customers get satisfied with its services.Speaking on the incidence of 
high electricity billing, Obilomo said his zone has put in place certain 
measures to correct the anomaly.He said the zone has installed good 
billing system as well as decentralized billing centres in some of its dis­
tricts like Lagos Island, Orile, Apapa and etc. Besides, the Eko PHCN 
boss said that his zone is set to commission an ultra modern customer 
centres in Lagos through which various customers complaints would 
be addressed.

NDE graduates 130 trainees in Kano

From Ruqayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

THE Kano office of National Directorate of Employment (NDE) will by 
the end of this month graduate 130 persons trained in different skills, 
Kano State Coordinator of the directorate, Engr. Yakubu Umar Mani has 
said. Mani said the training was part of measures by the federal govern­
ment to improve the economy by training youths and prepare them for 
setting up micro business enterprises. He said the package is within the 
framework of the government s stimulus package. He said this during an 
interview with Daily Trust in his office yesterday. He said the training 
was part of the directorate’s effort in addressing poverty and unemploy­
ment in the country as well as an attempt to make the youths self reli­
ant. The Coordinator further said the trainees were trained in different 
special skills after which they will each be resettled with a loan in forms 
of equipment and cash depending on the type of trade they have been 
trained on. He said the resettlement loan was aimed at enabling them 
set up their individual businesses and be self reliant.

%



DAILY TRUST Wednesday, March 17,2010

THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC IDAH
PRIVATE MAIL BAG 103?, IDAH, KQQI STATE, NIGERIA.

Email: fedpolyidah@yahoo.co.uk
RECTOR: M. I. AKPATA
B Sc.(BUK), M  Sc  (A®U).
M CSN, Chartwerf Chemist. MNiST, FICCO N

REO<ST€RAR: Mr. J, Elaigwu
B.Sc (Unkart), MPA (ABU), MNIM

Our Ref:

Cables &  telephone; SDAHPOL
058-800133
080S8271241

0805841S615
08053384203

Dale;

STAFF VACANCY
ApplicatioRS are invited from suitably qualified candidates 
for appointment into the following vacant position in the 
FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC IDAH:

1. Director of physical planning

The Director of physical planning is responsible to the 
Rector for the physical development, master plan 
evaluation, and implementation of the polytechnic, 
assessm ent implementation of capital projects, 
preparation of estimates and returns on projects to 
Government and other funding agencies for grants and 
performance of any other duties assigned by the Rector.

Qualification

Candidate should have at least 15 years of post 
qualification experience in planning, design, execution 
and management of physical facilities, most of which 
should preferable be in higher institution of learning. 
Possession of higher relevant qualification will be an 
advantage.

Salary: C0NTISS15 

Conditions of Service

Condition of service for the position is as applicable in 
other Federal Polytechnics.

METHOD OF APPLICATION

Interested applicant should forward 20 copies of their 
typewriting application and curriculum vitae (including 
relevant credentials) and addressed to the Registrar, The 
Federal Polytechnic, P.M.B. 1037, Idah, Kogi State, not 
later than 6 weeks from the date of publication of this 
advertisement.

In addition, applicant are required to request their three 
referees to forward report on them under confidential 
cover to reach the Registrar before the closing date. 

Note: that those who applied for this position earlier and 
are still interested in it are advisable to submit fresh 
applications.

Only candidates who are short listed for interview will be 
communicated.

J. Elaigwu 
REGISTRAR

Business/Aviation
'FAAN not
sacking workers'
Stories from Nahimah 
Ajikanle Nurudeen,Lagos

THE management of the 
Federal Airports Author­
ity of Nigeria (FAAN) has 
allayed the fears of its work­
ers as to the possible job 
loses over the speculation 
of scrapping its Commer­
cial Department as a result 
o f the commissioning of 
Maevis Nigeria Limited, 
to review the commercial 
operations of the Author­
ity with a view to mak­
ing it more profitable and 
transparent. The General 
Manager, Public Affairs of 
FAAN Mr. Akin Oluku- 
nle said in a statement in 
Lagos that the management 
of FAAN has reassured its 
workforce that no worker 
would be laid off.

He confirmed that 
there is a directive from 
the Ministry of Aviation 
asking Maevis to expand 
its duties to the auditing of 
concessionaires and espe­
cially those without formal 
agreements including air­

lines, banks, fuel marketers, 
fuel tankers and others and 
come up with a blue print as 
to how to maximize revenue 
generation for the Authority.

Olukunle said: “It is 
true that the Federal Gov­
ernment, through the Fed­
eral Ministry of Aviation

has commissioned Messrs 
Maevis Limited to review 
the commercial operation of 
the Authority with a mind to 
making them more profit­
able and transparent, know­
ing that the company has the 
requisite expertise and tech­
nology to do so”.

Late pilot's daughter urges 
FG on safety
THE daughter of the pilot of 
ill-fated BeechCraft 1900D 
operated Wings Aviation 
Services late captain Augus­
tine Ebgedi has called on 
the Federal Government 
to improve on the coun­
try’s emergency responses 
as well as ensuring that the 
Nigerian Airspace Manage­
ment Agency( NAMA) gives 
accurate information to pilot 
flying, within the nations air­
space as any misinformation 
may lead to disaster. -

According to Miss Tam­
ara Egbedi in an interview 
with Daily Trust, her mis­
fortune "was fuelled by lack 
of competent air traffic 
controllers at the Obudu 
Cattle Range where her 
father was flying to, couple 
with lack of quick emer­
gency response.

She stated that even 
though the ill-fate had been 
predestined, but people 
were surely instrumental 
by their actions.

Tamara said: “This is 
not to apportion blame but 
something must be done 
to avoid a reoccurrence. 
NAMA should make sure 
that they give right infor­
mation to pilots.”

She added: “ Federal 
Government must do some­
thing on our responses to 
emergency situations, our 
emergency must be quick 
and prompt, you know all 
these go a long way to save 
lives and even properties.”

'How to grow air cargo'
THE International Air Trans­
port Association (IATA) has 
called for air cargo value 
chain to drive efficiencies and 
improve competitiveness by 
supporting IATA e-freight 
system.

The global apex air trans­
port group also called for a 
renewed focus on quality 
through Cargo 2000, effective 
and cost efficient approach to 
security with IATAls Secure 
Freight program.

The Director General 
and CEO of IATA, Giovanni 
Bisignani, in a message to 750 
industry experts attending 
the association World Cargo 
Symposium being held in

Vancouver, Canada said, “We 
are starting to see some signs 
of optimism on the horizon. 
But we cannot rebuild on the 
old foundations. This reces­
sion has changed global busi­
ness. To remain competitive, 
air cargo must improve 
its quality and reduce its 
costs.”

According to him, the 
global recession continues 
to challenge the global air 
cargo industry as cargo 
revenues were down by 
one quarter in 2009 com­
pared to the previous year 
describing period as the 
most precipitous drop ever.

Flowever, the end of

2009 and the beginning of
2010 saw a strong upturn in 
cargo volumes to a level 28% 
higher than the low point 
seen in late 2008, accord­
ing to the new IATA Cargo 
E-Chartbook release.

Comparing the figures, 
IATAs CEO said this is still 
3-4% below the early 2008 
peak level with new signs 
of yield increases on spe­
cific routes and regions as 
Asian markets bouncing the 
strongest.

Bisgnani explained that 
in 2009, the wide-body fleet 
saw utilization fall by 7% and 
the freighter fleet specifically 
down by 160 aircraft.

mailto:fedpolyidah@yahoo.co.uk
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) 
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COMPANY Name

2ND-TIER SECURITIES
ANINO INTERNATIONAL PLC
CAPrTALOILPLC
SECTORTOTALS

FTN COCOA PROCESSORS PLC 
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 
0KIT1PUPA0IL PALM PLC 
PRESCO PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
AIR SERVICES

MGEHAN AVIATION HANDLING COY PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

DNTYRE & RUBBER PLC 
RT. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
BANKING

AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC 
DIAMOND BANKPLC 
ECOBANKNIGERIA PLC 
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 
FIDELITY BANKPLC 
FIRST BANKOFNIGERIA PLC 
FINBANKPLC 
GTBANKPLC 
STANBICIBTC BANKPLC 
INTERCONTINENTAL BANKPLC 
OCEANIC BANKINTERNAT10NALPLC 
BANK PHB PLC 
SKYE BANKPLC.
SPRING BANKPLC 
STERLING BANKPLC 
UNITED BANKFOR AFRICA PLC 
UNION BANKOF NIGERIA PLC 
UNITYBANKPLC 
WEMA BANKPLC 
ZENrTH BANKPLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
ASH AKA CEMENT PLCrwt v iv w » iw 'i» » mh

BENUECEMENTCOMPANY PLC 
CEMENTCO. OF NORTHERN NIG.PLC 
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
CHEMICAL&PAINTS 
BERGER PAINTS NIGERIA PLC 
CHEMICALS ALLIED PRODUCTS PLC 
DN MEYER PLC
NIGERIAN-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC 
PREMIER PAINTS PLC 
srtlORTOTAIS 
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES 
AFROMEDIAPLC 
COURTVILLE INVESTMENTS PLC 
NATIONAL SPORTS LOTTERY PLC

SECTORTOTALS 
COMPUTER&OFFICE EQUIPMENT
OMATEKVENTURES PLC 

iOh/lASyi/V̂ Kl̂ r'lJC 
SECTORTOTALS 
CONGLOMERATES 
A G. LEVENTIS (NIGERIA) PLC 
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC 
TRANSNATIONALCORROF NIG. PLC 
UACOF NIGERIA PLC 
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

COSTAIN (WA) PLC 
JUUUS BERGER NIGERIAPLC 
MULT1VERSE RESOURCES PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

CUT1XPLC
NIGERIANWIRE&CABLEPLC
SECTORTOTALS
FOOD/BEVERAGES&TOBACCO
7-UPBOTTUNGCO.PLC 
BIG TREAT PLC 
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC 
DANGOTE SUGAR REFINERY PLC 
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC 
HONEYWELL FLOURMILL PLC 
NATIONAL SALT COY. NIG. PLC 
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COY. PLC 
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 
NORTHERN NIG FLOUR MILLS PLC 
TANTAUZERS.PLC_________

No of Deals Quot.(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares (N)

4 0.21 9,670,077 2,030,716.17
6 050 106,625 5331250
10 9,776,702 2,084,028.67

12 0.90 913500 843,030.00
18 050 717,491 572,773.90
1 653 1500 9315.00
29 5.06 2,158338 1Q94355101
60 3,790829 1236866991

295 3493,080 9918556fl0
114 9.10 2,068824 18661,41695
149 5561,904 28579,97295

in —  I
1 050 100,000 50,000.00
27 5.76 134,441 800,69224
28 234,441 850,69224

263 999 24,604508 244860885.46
177 250 7864,139 20876801.43
157 930 36,464,407 34039845800
128 6.85 4298588 2921362884
65 9.45 1867529 17363,41490
354 333 30275,181 99,726897.12
1,056 1550 33,473/316 517,13327483
85 0.77 7,694,783 5881883.90
491 19.10 9,942,048 18895522831
68 9.07 1,933,939 17,47053636
91 2.19 3,494,029 7806,928.68
248 228 14578,443 33,90447528
177 1.95 11504356 23,11126990
278 8.00 20893228 168875,199.43
25 1.07 4858,424 5,190363.68
95 2.00 16,421,444 3262739281
220 13.82 26377,417 36889030306
202 650 4,628,079 30003/354J52
43 1.16 5896,567 6822,902.72
81 120 6256507 7,59125851
458 17.71 55583,976 97956803699
4,762 328,910,608 3,14627219453

100 1885 1821,134 33554991.15
40 64.78 900883 5820901902
49 1787 1,398540 2467901599
63 34.00 544,769 18577,90188
252 4,665,326 135020,92804

1 426 3,600 1609200
6 2826 14861 420001.40
3 324 19,751 6651585
1 15.04 500 7,145.00
1 H40 100 1273.00
12 38812 51102725

1 051 24500 12,495.00
2 050 8,000 4,000.00
1 3.40 31,000,000 105,40000000
11 270 304.471 818,106.70
15 31,336,971 106234601.70

26 052 2,018,481 1,039,606.62
■ ■ M l 175 1 3000 5010.00
27 2021,481 1,044,616.62

13 3.00 410,932 123261880
60 28.00 1,093549 30609̂ 51.40
44 052 6871,499 369650738
100 45.60 3,766,143 171847,91223
109 2623 1267838 33,41504361
326 13,409,961 240801,73142
—
45 530 827,354 4353,37050
29 28.90 254328 7,04684688
3 050 1,141,400 570,700.00
77 2223,082 11970,91738
Billllllil • • • .... . ...............................
2 297 2001 5,94285
1 0.68 1000 710.00
3 3001 665285

7 30:60 3593 115,443.09
11 081 318000 260,980.00
108 1930 4,483309 85,407,73728
257 16.10 5690848 91,47897175
124 1700 4,192133 63,70469151
84 50.72 779843 3923211691
24 899 323005 2,90453935
92 681 4,700594 31,437289.43
21 2650 111,147 2,936,95133
59 27000 106390 2992026088
18 24.15 31201 78439285

428-----

W hoisa  
Floor 
Broker

An ex­
change 
member 
who is paid 
a fee for 
executing 
orders for 
Clearing 
Members 
or their cus­
tomers. A 
Floor Broker 
executing 
orders must 
be licensed 
by the ex-' 
change he is 
working on.

G o o g le
m

UTC NIGERIA PLC 7 0.72 31348 23,173.44
SECTORTOTALS 823 21,068611 354,475,17982
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC 15 1.07 176309 181,711.12
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 52 260 2588,929 6649,96523
GLAXOSMITH KUNECONSUMERNKL PIC 13 29.97 959,994 28,771,771.11
MAY&BAKER NIGERIAPLC 16 5.05 551609 2790023.70
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC 16 137 62067 8277458
UNION DIAGN0ST1C&CUNICALSERV.PIC 29 0.65 2252355 1,40928627
SECTORTOTALS 141 6591263 3988553201
HOTEL&TOURISM
CAPITAL HOTEL PLC 8 352 415801 1,463020.00
IKEJA HOTEL PLC 19 1.43 325000 470386.00
SECTORTOTALS 27 740801 1,933,406.00
INDDOMEST1C PRODUCTS
B.O.CGASESNIGERIAPIC 3 1037 51000 50286000
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIAPLC 6 052 302693 157047.42
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 53 5.10 2947240 15258207.90
VONO PRODUCTS PLC 5 060 51000 29250.00
SECTORTOTALS 67 3351,933 15,94736532
INFOMATION &COMM.TECH.
CHAMSPLC 35 0.73 2,462934 1,779803.72
IHS NIGERIA PLC 2 . 423 1,100 4,42200
MASSTELECOM INNOVATION NIG PLC 1 050 14250 7,125.00
STARCOMMSPLC 40 202 6071,400 12702435.00
SECTORTOTALS 78 8549684 14,493,785.72
INSURANCE
AF$$CANALUANCE INSUR PUC ■ m m i 050 10000 500000
AIICO INSURANCE PLC 118 1.05 4884882 520384135
CONTINENTAL REINSURPLC 10 0.95 841,700 803,987.00
CORNERSTONE INSUR CO. PLC 14 052 3,776,150 1,96033650
CUSTODIAN & ALLIED INSUR PLC 108 3.49 20392,42’ 69840,796.43
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 27 055 2,422366 136989330
GUARANTYTRUST ASSUR PLC 48 246 1252387< 3036565221
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC 4 050 80000 40,000.00
CONSOLIDATED HALLMARK INSUR PLC 3 050 18000 9000.00
INTERNATIONAL ENEF̂GY INSUR CY. F*LC 55 053 11263,77! 5866513.07
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC 56 050 10,796,19; 5520,18580
LAW UNION & ROCK INSUR. PLC 14 050 3,968660 1,985590.00
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 4 050 60,446&K 30223,423.00
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSUR PLC 4 0.64 138,494 88636.16
NEM INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC 30 052 1,995,182 1053654.64
NIGER INSURANCECO. PLC 8 0.72 136800 99261.00
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC 9 270 1,472260 4,110874.72
REGENCY ALLIANCE INSURANCE COY. PLC 1 050 70,000 35000.00
SOVEREIGNTRUSTINSUFtPLC 13 050 411,000 205500.00
STACO INSURANCE PLC 3 0.67 2508,000 1680360.00
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSUR PLC 16 050 1,943200 971600.00
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 7 0.73 248542 181855.66
UNfTYKAPITALASSURPLC 5 0.73 995500 726,715.00
UNIVERSALINSURANCECOY.PLC 4 050 43800 21,900.00
INTERCONTINENTAL WAPIC INSUR PLC 19 083 1,178200 987386.64
SECTORTOTALS m 142565851 163356.962.48
LEASING
C&l LEASING PLC 55 3.00 7,163332 21,483,93835
SECTORTOTALS 55 7,163.332 21,483.93835
MARITIME
JAPAULOIL&MARITIME SERV. PLC 151 121 1274389? 15,95623837
SECTORTOTALS 151 12,74389*; 15,95623837
MEDIA
DAARCOMMUNCATIONSPLC 34 0.77 857600 659,18200
SECTORTOTALS 34 857600 659,18200
MOFtTGAGE COMPANIES
ABBEYBUILDING SOCIETY PLC 1 161 500 765.00
ASO SAVINGS & LOAND F1C 11 0.66 2082700 1326,98200
RESOFfT SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 6 050 1232500 616250.00
UNION HOMESSAV1NGS&LOANSPLC 55 089 4017,140 3587,49682
SECTORTOTALS 73 7332840 5531,49382
<Y|i t r p I M C T  wl not rllinm.inLli'15 !• . ..<.......
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC 13 0.94 708846 66388434
NIGERIAN ENERGY SECTOR FUND 1 55220 50 2622950
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 10 059 151572 8961728
SECTORTOTALS 24 860,468 779,731.12
PACKAGING
NIGERIAN BAG MANUFACTURING COY PLC 186 265 1,930528 5076851.43
BETA GLASS CO. PLC 17 1235 431022 5241,75162
SECTORTOTALS 203 2361550 10318603.05
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM F’LG 104 4150
BECO PETROLEUM PRODUCT PLC 2 1.99 6500 12350.00
MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC 6 69.79 3,964 279505.44
CONOIL PLC 33 40.00 76,927 321128365
LTERNAOIL&GASPUL. 58 7X30 787(9Q5 5526069.73
MOBILOILNIGERIAPLC 21 10253 37332 3,70828630
OANDOPLC 315 7801 1297,486 101044255.41
m m m m m sm . m  m ■ 111— ' 14862?
SECTORTOTALS 558 2999,924 171O4586080
PR1NT1NG&PUBUSHING
LONGMAN MCEF5A PIC 4 9.76 10000 9280000
UNIVERSITY PRESSPLC 30 618 631620 3,789011.42

34 641620 3881811.42
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVE CO. PLC 21 2100 3,189863 65,40139587
SECTORTOTALS 21 3,189863 65,40139587

_£Z2L_ gl.486.91P

G AIN ERS BCC
FLOURMILL
GLAXOSMITH

3.08
2.41
1.31

LO SERS NB
UNILEVER
UBN

1.00
0.67
0.20

t
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NASARAWA STATE UNIVERSAL BASIC 
EDUCATION BOARD. IAFIA

INVITATION F O R  B I D S  (I F B )  
C O U N T R Y : N IG E R IA

PROJECT: UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION PROJECT, 2007 

BRIEF  DESCR IPT IO N  OF GOODS: CONSTRUCTION OF CLASSROOMS AND VIP TOILETS

VIP TOILETS 

BID  ISSUE DATE:l7h MARCH, 2010 

IFB NO:IFB/SUBEB / NCB/001/2010

LAST DATE OF BID SU B M ISS IO N S* MARCH, 2010

1. The Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria through the 

intervention of UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION COMMISSION in 
conjunction with NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT has made 

available funds to Nasarawa State Universal Basic Education Board In 
the State and intends to apply part of the funds to cover eligible payments 
under the Contract for Construction of Classrooms and VIP Toilets.

2. The Nasarawa State UBE Board now invites sealed bids from Registered 

Contractors with the Board for

CONSTRUCTION OF CLASSROOMS AND VIP TOILETS
V  EARLY CHILD CARE DeVELOPMBCT EPOC*

am \ LS10!

1
2

3

4

5

CsHsstmeSioja of a fofeck of 2 classrooms 
with office
Ca^sirucSo*! af a felsck of 2 classrooms 
mm office
Construct*©*! of a fcfce* of 2 classrooms 
with office
Construction of a block of 2 classrooms 
with office
Ccmstruc&Q& of a bksck d( 2 classrooms
mth Q f f f c f e __________________
CoastrucS 
with office

Pro?ctLocatio«
Pilot Nasarawa Egg on 
Nursery
Garaku Central Nursery 
School
Obi Central Nursery 
School
SU M  Kagbu Nursery 

Apawu Nursery School

Shaba LEA Nursery 
School

Construction of a fcieck of 2 classrooms 
with office

M a #  Nursery School

C©«stfuctia« of a hSpek of 2 classrsams 
with office

Oiza Cental &is*?m ry 
School

S. PRIM ARY SCH O O LS

— ■■xgvr~~
Nasarawa Eggon 

Kokona

Obi

Nasarawa £9900 

Nasarawa

lafia

Ufla

Kearia

sm

1

10

i t

12

13

14

IS

16
_

18

19

20

tot
9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24
_

26

27

28.
7T

22
23

24

29

30

31

32

0«*erip#o«
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
w*th office

School
Slslmbasa

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
With office

Arum Tumara

Construction of a block of 3 ciassrooms 
with o-ftics

Akafeka Sidi

Construction ol a Stock of 3 c i*ss® s» s 
with office

Ayer®

Construction of a biock of 3 classrooms 
with office

Azuba
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

Tunga Nupawa

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

Kondoro SK

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

Qaranfe Dow*

Construction of a feksck of 3 ckissreom* 
with office

Aprinjbo

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

WakamsTudu

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

Answer Chiyawa

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms 
with office

Tattara Yaskuwa

Construction of a block of 3 efassrooms wrth 
office____________________
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
otfee ______
Construction of a block of 3 ciassrooms with 
office
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with

ConstrucSon of a block of 3 ciassrooms v»th 
office________________________________
Construction of a block of 3 ctessrooms with 
office_____________________________
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
(M ob
Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with

■ilf.l

te e  a

warn »*

Wansfca

Obi

Nasarawa

tafia

Kokona

Coma

Ooms

Nasarawa Eggon

Nasarawa Esgon

Karu

Angwan Jarume

Yelwa Toto

Ebbe

Sele

Agbaia

Azara East

Agyaragu Koro

Dadin KowaPoma

Kokona

Toto

Nasarawa

Nasarawa

Reana

Awe

Obi

Doma
Iponii
Takpa

Gidan Waya

<998

Doma

Kokona

Nasarawa
Egao"
Nasarawa

immmm

25 33 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with ! Aricba 
office

Akwanga

26 34 Construction of a block of 3 ciassrooms with 
office

Nirigo Akwanga

27 35 Construction of a bkxk of 3 classrooms with 
office

Moroa Kokona

28 36 Coostftjctfofl of a block of 3 aassrooms with 
office

Sfiamaga Nasarawa

29 37 Consbucfean of a Wock of 3 cfetssrowns with 
office

Rafin Fita Nasarawa

30 38 Coflstmction of a block of 3 classrooms wiih 
office

LokbGoma toto

31 39 ConsfeucSon of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Tudun Wada Karu

32 40 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Angwan Wayo Kokona

33 41 Construction of a Mock of 3 Siw w iw w  
office

Agewu Obi

34 42 Constttx&jn of a btock of 3 classrooms wi*h 
office

KaPin Moyi Awe

35 43 Consawaion of a blot* of 3 dassrooms with 
office

Kwarra Central Wamba

36 44 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Obi

37 45 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Massenga WarfsiM

38 46 Construction of a block of 3 ciassrooms with 
office

Wude Kurtnt W an*a

39 47 Construction erf a block of 3 dassrooms wiih 
office

Murti s S

40 48 Construction of a block of 3 ciassrooms with 
offie®

SUM Aktrya Lafia

41 49 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Tudun Adabu Obi

42 SO Construction of a btoek of 3 ciassrooms with 
office

M  South Obi

43 51 Construction of a Wock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Kube Karu

44 52 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Company-Karu Karu

45 53 Construction of a btock of 3 ciassrocms with 
OfScs

Ruwan 8aka Doma

46 *4 Construction 6T i Wock ofSdassroom s with 
office

Agbashl'South Doma

47 55 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with
office

Pint Naaarwa Eggon Nasarawa
E^on

48 1 56 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

LEA Kagbu Nasarawa 
Eggon |

49
57

Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gidan Bawa Nasarawa

SO » Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
eftoe

RCM Trans. Udege Nasarawa

51 S3 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Uadafta Kokona

52 60 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Karmo Gangi Toto

53 61 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
ofSee

'"Saiamy Keffi

54 62 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gauta keffi

55 63 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gidan Oogo Keara

56 ..64.... Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

OmWH LaSa

5? 65 j Construction of a block of 3 classrooms wift 
office

Ampana Awe

58 | 66 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

OfcNM Doma

I 59 ©7 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

&ais« (Tuwa) Nasarawa 
Eggon \

60 68 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gidan Ajo Keana

61 69 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms w'th 
office

Angbazo tiasarawa
Eggon

62 70 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Rafin Ganye Lafia

83 71 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

iangwa Obi

64 72 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Oshugu Nasarawa

66 73 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Amawa Lafia

66 74 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Kuokic Lafia

67 75 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

TuduUku Toto

68 .76..... Construction 0* a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Nunfcu Akwange

69 ..77..... Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Abum Awe

70 78 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Dome North Doma
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... Tf... ...n .... Corsstnic&Kt of a Wock of 3 ciassrooms wiih 

office
Aboagori Lafia.............. ;

n 80 Construction of a Hock of 3 classrooms wiih 
office

Kart Karu

C. TOIU;TS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS
S/N Lot Description Location LGEA

1

' 7 f ; " " l a

Consiiustion o f l blocks o il units {2 blocks In
each school) .......;................
Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units (2 btcieks in 
each school)

Sissmbafci. Arum Tumara S> 
AkasakuSdi
Ay^TteubaTsm dTai^
Nupawa

Wsmba and ffljl i

W t S i T I
Awe

3 83 Construction of 6 Weeks of 2 units (2 blocks in 
each school

Koodoro BK Qur anic 
Doma and Apringbo

Kokor® arns I 
Ooma

4 84 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 w A  (2 blocks in 
sadisefeaei)

Wakama Tudu. Angwan 
Chiyawa ami Gwarteae

Nasarawa 
Eggon and 
Nasarawa

5 85 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units (2 blocks m 
ead; sutiao;)

Angwaei Jamme. Velwa 
andEbbe

Kokona. Toto 
and Masarawa

6 86 Construction ef 6 biocks of 2 units (2 blocks in 
sad) school)

Sale. Agbsla and Azara 
East

Nasarawa. 
KeanaandAwe !

1 7 87 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 units {2 blocks in 
each schsol)

Ag^raguh Kam. Da®i 
Kowa afid loonu

Lafia and Doma i

\ e 88 Construction of 6 Socks 5  2 units {2 clocks sn 
each school)

Takpa. Gidarr Waya and 
1983

Lafia and 
Nasarawa
EggM

9 89 Construction of 6 blacks of 2 units (2 blocks in 
each school)

Nsngo. Moroa and 
Shamaqe

Akwanga and 
Nasarawa

10 90 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 unite (2 blocks in 
eachsehesrf)

ftaSn Fits Loko aarna and 
Tudors Wada

Nasarawa and 
Karo

1 11 91 CorsMfoeta of 6 blocks of 2 units (2 blocks in 
each school)

Angwan Waye, Agewu and 
KeffiMosfi

Kafii.Gbianri
Ane

j 12 92 Construction of 8 blacks of 2 units <2 blocks in 
each school)

Kwarra central. Akata ant) 
Massenge

W®mb»and£X)i

i 13 93 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units (2 blocks m 
each school)

Wftide l&rmi, Akuni ®id 
SUMAkuys

Wamba and 
lafia

14 94 Ceftstfticfian of S biocki of 2 units (2 blocks in 
each school)

Tuduh Adabu. Obi South 
and Rowan Bate

Obi and Ooma

j IS 95 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 umts {2 blocks in 
each school)

Company-Karu. Kube and 
Kari

Kaw and Doma i

| 16 96 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units (2 blocks «  
sach school)

Pilot Nasarawa Eggon , 
LEA kagbu sand Gtdan 
Sawa

Nasarawa
Eggooand
Nasarawa

: 17 97 Construction of S blocks of 2 units {2 blocks in 
each school)

RCM Trans, Udege, 
Madaila and kanno Gangi

Nasarawa and
Tofo

j 18 98 CoSttusSsn of 8 Socks' if  2 unit* (2 biocks Sri 
each school)

Sasatnu. Gauta and Tudu 
Ute

Keffi and Tote

; 18 99 Corsstruition of 8 blocks, of 2 units (2 blocks Hi 
each school)

On*il!,ArrHJaraand
Oluwa

Lafia, Awa and 
ttema

| 20 100 CortstmSisri S  6 blocks of 2 units {2 blocks in 
each school)

Galls, GKiari Ajo and 
Agbrao

Nasarawa 
Eggon and 
Keana

! 21 "  

| 22

101

1€2

Corjstasetion of S btoeks of 2 units (2 K k s  in
each school)______ ;_________________ _
C oSK  uction of 8 biocks of 2 units <2 Slocks In 
each school)

Rafte 0«iy«, Jimgwa and 
Oshugu
AmawarKisfio arid Qtoan

Lafia and Awe j
'®rOto»n8 1 
Keana

; 23 103 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 unis (2 blocks in 
each school)

Nunku, Ateni and Poma 
North

Akwsnga, Awe 
witf Ooma

; 24 104 Coritniete! of 4 btocks of 2 units (2 blocks in 
each school)

Abu-agw artd Agbashi 
SOuth

tafia w d Doma j

: D GOV jRNMENT JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS
i sm Lot Description School LGEA

1 106 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with
..........

Ot!*i lafia

( "2 106 C o iisS ic to  of a btock of 3 daswodims «Mh 
office

TatoMAyi Karu-

3 107 CiKisirucSsois of a Wock of 3 classrooms wrth 
0 ffice

Made Siafion Nasarawa
.......

4 168 ConstftjeBon of a Mack of 3 classrooms with 
office

l^irudii Nasarawa

5 109 Construction of a black of 3 dassrooms 
office

Hakim Toto

6 110 Construction of a Mock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Akwanga Cenfraf AKwarsga

7 111 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
on#c«

Ibeddere Central OW

8 115 Conswjctton of a Mack of 3 classrooms with 
office

Keana Central Keana

9 113 ConsirucSors of a btock of 3 ciassrooms wrth
office

Buktt Akwanga

| 10 114 Construction of a block of 3 ctessrooms with 
office

Agysrajju Koro lafia

} ii 115 Construction of a Moek of 3 classrooms with 
office

Ooma West Doma

i? 118 Construction of 8 Mock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Ashangwa lalta

r  i f 117 Construction of a Wock. of 3 classrooms with Koko HWeons

1 « 118 Construction of a Mas* of 3 classrooms with 
office

S i S n t S m

| 15 119 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Ama*u Nasarawa

16 120 Canstrueston a! a Mack of 3 dasswoms with 
office

Karu

1 17 121 ConsVucbon of a Mock of 3 daatraoms wi8» 
office

Kokona Kokona

; 18 122 Construction of a Mock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Atogani North Nasarawa
Eggon

j 19 123 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

fiogenSutoe Nasarawa

| 20 124 Construction of a Mock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gadabuke Centrat Toto

I 21 125 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
Mfice

Migatfet Nasarawa
Eggon

126 CoraiuSion of a block of 3 Sassrooms with 
office

SDA Aeim fuittata Wamba

23 127 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
Offc®

Tidtto Nasarawa
^990"

i 24 128 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Kyakale Obi

i 25 129 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms wiih j Agwade
office............................................... S ........................

Ob<

i 28 130 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gunduma Kara

j 27 131 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

Gfflata Karu

; 28 132 Construction of a btock of 3 classroom* with 
office

Kana Nasarawa

29 133 Construct ion of a btock of 3 classroom* with 
office

Sabor Gida Kokona

I 30 134 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Mibaoa lafia

\ 31 135 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

K»*n  Wambaf Lafia

32 136 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms wifc 
office

Ara Central Nasarawa

j 33 137 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Kagta LEA(JSS) Nasarawa
..Isa®............ 1

138 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

Ado^ laf»a

j 35 139 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms with 
office

f'RCM  Gudi Akwar̂ a

... m .... 140 C onsSd ion  of a Mock of 3 classrooms wiih
<^ce

; Akwanga &xitli Akwanga

37 "141 Conslruction of a Mock of 3 classrooms with
office

| Atiudu Central Obi

38 142 Corsssuctiofl of a block of 3 classrooms with 
ofifee

| DSna la st Ooma

39 143 Construction of a btock of 3 cliSreSm s with 
sffice

t S a k S Karu

40 144 CwsSiiciion of a Wock of 3 ctessrooms wi9> 
oS®e

i Bagajs Karu

41 145 Cw ^uction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
oSfce

; Yeiwa Bassa Nasarawa

42 148 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with 
office

, Mataraba Udege Nasarawa

43 147 Construction of a block of 3 classrooms with
o«ee

Angwsm 2aria Akwanga

44 148 Construction of a btock of 3 classrooms wiih s Arikya
................................... ......................

Lafia

E, TOILETS FOR JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS
S/N Lot Description School LGEA
1

"2 ""

149 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units, {2 blocks 
in each School)

Ombl, Takalafiya and Mada 
Staison

lafia, Karu are) 
Nasarawa
Eggon

Construction of 8 blocks of 2 units, (2 Mocks 
in ftach Scfsjol)

Kutudu, Nakuse and 
Akwanga Centi'al

Nasarawa and 
Akwanga

3 151 CwsSuition of 6 Mocks of 2 units, {2 Mocks 
in each School)

Deddere Centra*, Keana 
Centra! and 8oku

Gbi, Keana arvd 
Akwanga

4 152 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units, <2 Mocks 
in each School)

Agyaragu Koro, Etorna West 
and Athanqwa

Lafia and and 
Doma

5 153 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 units. (2 Mocks 
its each School)

Koto, Obi Central and 
Amaku

Kokona. Obi and 
Nasarawa

6 154 Construction of 8 Mocks of 2 units, (2 Mod® 
m each School)

Masaka, K sto ia and 
Aiogani North

Karu, Kokona 
and Nasarawa 
£aaon

7 155 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 units, {2 blocks 
is each School)

Dogon Dutse, Gadabuke 
Central and Arugbadu

Nasarawa, Toto 
and Nasarawa

J M * ........
8 156 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units, (2 Mocks 

m each School)
SDAArum Tumara, Tidde 
and Kyatele

Wamba and Obi

9 157 t^stfuctidri of S blocks of 2 units, {2 Mocks 
in each School)

Agwade, Guwtuma and 
Gitfata

Obi and kani...

10 158 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units, <2 Mocks 
in each School)

Kara, Sabon Gida and 
AmMna

Nasarawa and
Lafia

11 1S9 Construction of 6 blocks of 2 units. {2 Mocks 
in each School)

Keffin Wambal, Aja Centrrt 
and Kagbu LEA

Lafia, Nasarawa 
and Nasarawa 
Efieon

12 160 Construction of 8 blocks of 2 units , {2 Mocks 
iin «ach School)

Adogi, RCM Gucfi and 
Mwanga South

lafia and 
Akwanga

181
_ _

Constrwdiws of 8 biocks of 2 unite, <2 Mocks 
in each School);
Construction of 6 biock» of 2 units. (2 Mocks 
in each School)

Adudu Central. Doma la st
end Sakka ___ _
Sagafi Velwa Bassa and 
Mararaba lldege

Obi. Doma and 
Karu

14 Karu. Nasarawa

15 163 ttsisfruetion of 4 blocks of 2 units, (2 Mocks 
tneach §chpof).......................

Angwan 2aria and Arikia Akwanga and 
lafia

3. PRE-QUAUFfCATION

The bids must contain the following:

(i) Evidence of registration with Nasarawa State SUBEB as contrador(s) 

ii) Evidence of Incorporation/Registration of Business name 

iil> Current Tax Clearance

iv) Veritable evidence of similar procurement experience, if any.

Bidders may bid for any one or 2 lots and discounts offered for the 
award of combined lots will be considered in bidevaluation.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and 

inspect the bidding documents at the address given below between 

the hours of 9.00am 4.00pm (Mondays Thursday) and 9.00am 

1,00pm (Fridays):

5. A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may be 

purchased by interested Bidders upon payment of non-refundable 

fee of Five Thousand Naira only (N 5,000.00), payable at First 

Bank of Nigeria Pic, Lafia Branch (Account Number 

3882040000066) which wifi be receipted at the Board 

Headquarters. The Bidding Document will be collected by hand.

6. Bids must be dropped into the Bidding Box at the Premises of the 

Nasarawa State UBE Board on or before 10.00am on 31“ March, 
2010 Late Bids wilt be Reject

7. Bids wii! be opened in the presence of the Bidders or Bidders’ 

representatives who choose to attend: Time: 10.00am prompt Date: 

31* March, 2010
Venue: EBRAHIM ABACHA YOUTH CENTRE, SHENDAM ROAD, 
LAFIA

NOTE: Bidding is open to ONLY REGISTERED CONTRACTORS with the
Board

PRO CUREM ENT OFFICER, 
STATE UN IVERSAL BA S IC  EDUCATION BO ARD  

SH ENDAM  ROAD. PMB 050 LAFIA  
T E L :08061549814

©
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Ironing? Women are far better at it 
than men (and at winning arguments)

WHERE WOMEI 
EXCELLED...

1 Arrange a GP appointment
2 Persuade a traffic warden 
not to give them a ti cket
3 Iron two shirts/blouses
4  Make up a bed
5 Thread six needles
GVfinan argument
7 Persuade a shopkeeper 
to give them a discount
8 Write a shopping 11st
5  Dress a child for school
10 Mop a kitchen floor

IT’S a rather sexist thing to sug­
gest, but maybe women really 
should do all the ironing.

Their superiority at this par­
ticular chore has been confirmed 
- and so too has the fact that they 
are better than men at threading 
needles and making a bed from 
scratch.

They are among the tasks car­
ried out during a series of three- 
minute trials by groups of men 
and women. Most men will not be 
surprised to learn that the study 
also showed that women are bet­
ter at winning an argument.

However, they will be reas­
sured that the trials appeared to 
confirm their superiority in cer­
tain jobs traditionally regarded 
as masculine, such as changing a 
wheel or rewiring a plug. Surpris­
ingly, men also come out as being 
better at changing nappies.

The study was carried out by 
research analysts MindLab Inter­
national and featured more than 
1,200 adults.

It found clear divisions in 
what men and women could 
complete in just three minutes 
from a selection of various tasks. 
Women could iron two shirts far 
more adeptly in the time limit.

Overall they excelled in those 
jobs which needed speedy hand- 
to-eye co-ordination and verbal 
reasoning, such as threading six 
needles or winning an argument 
with logic.

Men, in contrast, did better 
at those jobs which needed what 
researchers call spatial awareness, 
such as map reading, understand­
ing self assembly instructions and 
putting up a tent.

Women are better where they . 
have to focus their entire atten­
tion on the job in hand while men

are better when they can do some­
thing quickly and where it does not 
have to be 100 per cent accurate.

This also has something to do 
with mens competitiveness, said 
the researchers, because they want 
to complete their tasks as quickly 
as possible. Women were more 
concerned with being thorough.

The volunteers were also sur­

veyed on what they thought they 
could accomplish in three min­
utes. Women were more confident 
about some tasks - 82 per cent felt 
they could compose and send a 
text by mobile in three minutes 
compares to 69 per cent. How­
ever, 63 per cent of both men and 
women thought they were quicker 
than their partner in making a

meal.
The research was carried out 

for Gaviscon, the heartburn and 
indigestion treatment. Its adver­
tising claims it is effective in three 
minutes.

Stefan Gaa, Gaviscon market­
ing director, said: ‘We commis­
sioned the research as were very 
aware of the importance of time

when developing the Gaviscon 
range.

‘The findings are certainly 
very revealing when it comes to 
exactly what it is that men and 
women excel at.

‘The one thing which rings 
true is that we believe we are very 
accomplished at getting a lot done 
in just three minutes’

P a r e n t s  o f  t w i n s 'm o r e  l i k e l y  t o  d i v o r c e '

A set of twins

the birth of their children.
They were twice as likely as 

families of “singletons” to report 
“quite difficult” financial stress, 
and also more likely to be in 
arrears on bill payments and to 
have used up all of their savings.

It also found that twins and 
triplets experienced higher levels 
of material deprivation as parents 
struggled to pay for “key child- 
related items” including holidays, 
school uniforms, birthday par­
ties and leisure equipment such 
as bicycles.

The study’s author, Steve 
McKay, Professor of Social 
Research in Birmingham Univer­
sity’s School of Social Policy, said: 
“The report found that twins and 
triplets are more likely to be born

to married and older couples, 
who are in paid employment.

“These factors should pro­
vide some degree of ‘protection’ 
against low incomes and depri­
vation, so it is deeply concerning 
that twins or triplets are experi­
encing greater levels of material 
deprivation than singletons, and 
that their families are at greater 
risk of separation and divorce.

“There is a noticeable dif­
ference in the statistics when it 
comes to separation and divorce 
-  this is not just by chance.”

The report analysed the data 
sets of The Millennium Cohort 
Study and the annual Family 
Resources Survey, the Govern­
ment’s key source erf statistics on 
poverty and low income.

FAMILIES with twins are more 
likely to split up with financial 
distress playing a major role in 
break-ups, a study has found.

Research revealed that 28 per 
cent of parents of twins or triplets 
separated or divorced, compared 
with 24 per cent of other families.

The study, entitled “The 
Effects of Twins and Multiple 
Births Families and Their Living 
Standards” showed that financial 
pressures were among the most 
common reasons given for the 
breakdown of families.

The report, supported by the 
Twin and Multiple Births Asso­
ciation (TAMBA), found that 
families with multiple births 
were more likely to report a drop 
in their income level following
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Sign Language

What electric shock is nice?
Photo location: Shenzhen Airport, China, by Mavjot Singh 
Culled from telegraph.co.uk

EASY CROSSWO

ACROSS

40. 1960s protest m . Qzmty 
bypb. wd.

Wi-

§S. % mm m

m  „_
pet 45. If&ulate ^  Canteen

IS. folk* d i r t  '  Como «osm*
l& B atev tev  «  Graoty; sJaag f t ®

«•< *£*  R ****<“
21. t o r  target ™ fcre! 7fiTik*iSve 1 , W * w
22. Blame »0».Uh«» m m s A

«■**«** afltoflr >«•*■■**«*
SCCmtMtsti * * * * * * *  f j J X *
2 5 ,S « e # ? S lC ksr& poK  m&isross!,s m i t a r s t e

28 On* * * w  ^  Harassed question 110. Army division
( sr.try ?;'<:«•' «0. npi&bem:

26. Protective 57. “Not vetT 81 See 19-Amws I tS .M fe l
canvas 58. Pined <far' S2. Vigilant 316. laemactly

m . Ctaptete 6fi. Stage (a play): 84. i(M Acres* 317. Hatted
a  Sang like 2 » *  US. HaKtary

Ftagtrajd Sl.Fssiaoti 86. Over there path
34.T<*sm advisors 86, S taged H9. Prying
35. HoiWuwf* 63. iiCW-heeied mstnmteofe y^.

Riaimfe shoes 8& False stories i&tafei
37. Six minus foor W. Mnst dodk 89 Animal »kia$ 12L Ms. Merman

38i Deluge * 65. Deeds 90. Reno’s state 122 Finch femes

DOWN

Holy-water T3.See94-Am)sg ss. 9 fb m  skj H K M z h  bunch
Wm  begia 

f i& .S a r a
|. f r  rfeiKH'ZVQViS

j l f l l  Attack; 2 w<k

74. V&ewas

75. Hooting 
banters

m m  te meet 
earth

Sl.Teaais
mamivsr

103. Emmtii;
bhtim 

1C4. Wanes

I  Toothed
i t.  Soda open
Kf Rl, isKmcr 93. Crawling bug ICk> ,I^ s|  nder

Ik wfc&sla 

0>  Become ra$«d 

#  Dnteeed 2 wds.

hvph. w i 

82. Bubbly brews

94. Tuna tin 

97. 4 ick<i Iks

's.S6.

m.FBgbi
fem tion

?0. Together 
t & 2wtk

•&i See V M km 38, H y r te is
311

Sis Hssvy fereexg m m
|.^p*Opjaii»i 86. h fm ia ! 99. hopper

l i t .  0slighb\i cry
liii--::-survey
s
• f l  Leg bender

m te m a t  

&’l. Alone

100,

1QL Bli&
U4.Mr;:>:: 

to >i Itartl

!S * d k h p o p  i l  Ament M ,E c® m k  46. Sn
\% jNgttfee&j&i 47. O m s k  Mss

m - ± *  » & *
i i t i & t a t s p e  « M ( * i
t i M f t  M .M 0teastets '  ■ SI, flepastei:

m rtp to e  15 Tribal drum "K rffi.Battcpxto aUtk&Beg.
issue in. Singh amda » .8 e « » f t> * s  StCasfisasrsfa

S.OKkres X 7 . G * * *  n .U * .m m * F .  p t e s
7. Wilted 18, gssplayed 4S. Tear a*ss&r

S, Madrid cheer 29. Tally (up) 41 Ham ft op
9. Coop aato 31. Mr Diamond 44. Extinct birds Abdul

16, And 38. Oat 4a. Greek letters 62.

Solution to Easy Crosswords
{ f t

A

SUDOKU
The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid 
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The 
numbers already present within the puzzle are 
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is 
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells. 
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col­
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column 
and region must contain just one instance of each 
number, 1-9.

1 0 8

5 6 3
4 3 9

6 5 7 1
6 4 8

7 1 3
4 2 7
5 7 1 2

4 8 6
1 8 6

Solution to Sudoku 107

7 2 5 4 3 6 9 8 1

6 8 9 7 5 1 4 3 2

1 3 4 2 9 8 6 5 7

4 6 8 3 1 9 2 7 5

5 9. 2 6 8 7 1 4 3

3 1 7 5 2 4 8 9 6

8 5 3 9 6 2 7 1 4
2 4 1 8 7 3 5 6 9

9 7 6 1 4 5 3 2 8

i
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'Don't abandon us and do clone yourself'
... The hysterical messages left by fans after PM  was attacked
H ysterical and tear­

ful messages from 
Italians imploring 
Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi 

to persevere after being attacked 
last year fill a new book that hits 
stores just as campaigning for 
regional elections steps up.

Published by the Mondadori 
company that Berlusconi owns, 
‘Love always wins over envy 
and hatred’ collates some of the 
50,000 messages of support that 
poured in after a mentally unsta­
ble man smashed a small statue 
into the premier’s face at a rally 
in December, breaking his teeth 
and nose.

Berlusconi, who has been 
embroiled in sex scandals and 
a fight with the judiciary, saw 
his popularity rise just after the 
attack. But corruption scandals 
and bungling over ballot lists for 
regional polls have prompted a 
slide in ratings recently.

T he messages from across 
Italy to as far away as 
Vietnam run  the gamut 

from defiant - ‘Show them you’re 
indestructible!’ - to desperate 
and sentimental - ‘We beg you, 
don’t abandon us and do clone 
yourself if you can’ - to verging 
on hysteria.

‘On seeing you covered in 
blood, my wife grabbed her hair 
and sobbed as she yelled ‘My 
Madonna, save Silvio!” wrote 
Carlo F.

‘Prime Minister, we’re at the 
edge of a precipice: only you can

SILVIO Berlusconi has dedicated the 
book of sentimental messages to 'The 
Italy that knows how to love'

BERLUSCONI saw his popularity soar after his nose and teeth were broken in the attack 
at a rally in December

save us and guarantee a future 
to our grandchildren. We have 
prayed for you and will continue 
to do so every day.’

In another, ‘Grandma Norina’ 
called on Berlusconi’s deceased 
mother for help: ‘Your mamma in 
the heavens will protect you and 
give you the strength and serenity 
to continue your job.’

Others wrote to say they wept, 
that ‘I’m hurt like as if my father 
had been hit’ and ‘W ithout you 
I’d leave Italy’.

With the book out in stores 
just as Berlusconi tries to rally 
voters ahead of the March 28-29 
vote, the left-leaning newspaper 
La Repubblica dismissed it as an 
election gimmick and mockingly 
dubbed it ‘Silvio Ceausescu’s little 
white book’.

C It needs to be strongly said that 
this book at its heart becomes 
an election flyer, pure propa­

ganda on glossy paper,’ Francesco 
Merlo wrote in the daily.

In a foreword to the book, 
Berlusconi said the solidarity 
show made up for all the ‘slan­
der, offences, false accusations’ 
he had faced over the year and 
that the book was borne out of his 
desire to give the messages some 
recognition.

‘Just think that in the first two 
days after the attack I received 
over 50,000 messages via the 
Internet, hundreds of faxes and 
flower bouquets,’ Berlusconi 
wrote.

‘All ,the leaders of friendly 
countries telephoned me. And- 
there was a continuous pilgrim­
age, first in hospital and then at 
(family home) Arcore.’

A centrefold with statistics on 
various government projects and 
texts o f two speeches by 73-year- 
old Berlusconi complete the 
book, dedicated to ‘The Italy that 
knows how to love’.

A youthful-looking Berlus­
coni appears on the cover, smil­
ing.

All the president's emails
In a unique experiment in democratic trans­
parency, Barack Obama -  a BlackBerry owner, 
and the first American president to use email 
while in office -  has agreed to copy G2 in on 
his otherwise highly confidential electronic 
communications. Each week, we present a 
selection from recent days.

r
m
'

To: David Axelrod <davidax- 
elrod@barackobama.com > 

Subject: Re: Re: Postpon­
ing Asia/Australia trip for final 
push on healthcare reform 

Thanks for your revised sched­
ule. Just to be clear -  we’re putting 
off a meeting with the Indonesian 
president on co-operation against 
terrorism in order to hold a public 
rally in St Louis called Affordable 
Healthcare: Really Actually Not A 
Socialist Plot To Destroy Amer­

ica, and delaying nuclear non­
proliferation talks in Australia 
so I can have a series of meet­
ings with egomaniacal “centrist” 
Democrats to persuade them that 
free kidney dialysis is unlikely, on 
balance, to lead to the immediate 
wholesale abandonment of the US 
constitution? Sounds fine. I mean, 
it wasn’t what I dreamed of when 
I decided to run for president, I 
guess. Kind of embarrassing to 
have to tell all that to the foreign

heads of state, when you think 
about it,"but -  yeah. OK.

BHO

To: Susilo Bambang Yud- 
hoyono, President of Indonesia 
<president@presidenri.go.id>

Subject: Postponing my trip
Hey, SBY: Just wanted to let 

you know that, unfortunately, I’m

going to have to postpone my trip 
to Asia and Australia for a few 
days. I’m afraid I’ve come down 
with a bit of a cold -  seems to be 
going round at the moment! Also, 
we’ve got the builders in, so eve­
rything’s a bit hectic. So, anyway, 
those are the only reasons really! 
Sorry about that, and I look for­
ward to seeing you in a few days!

Warmly, Barack

<- To: VPOTUS <joe.biden@ 
whitehouse.gov>

Subject: Shower antics
Joe, you know how were 

denying this claim by Eric Massa 
that Rahm once confronted him 
in the House and Senate gym 
shower room, while they were 
both naked, and jabbed him in the 
chest and yelled at him because he 
wasn’t going to vote in favour of 
my budget? I just wanted to check 
that Gibbs can go ahead and offi­
cially deny this follow-up rumour 
I’m hearing, about how you like to 
head over there and snap towels 
at congressmen’s backsides? That 
kind of horseplay would obvi­
ously be COMPLETELY unac­
ceptable, so I’m assuming there’s 
no chance that it’s -  wait, wait. 
What am I saying? Of course it is. 
Ah, jeez. Look, don’t worry about 
replying to this email.

BHO

*

mailto:elrod@barackobama.com
mailto:president@presidenri.go.id
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££ Even modest 
success could 
potentially 
save mil­
lions of lives 
around the 
world

Bananas could be key to stopping 
spread of AIDS, say scientists

Good news for bald men at last: Hair loss 
'almost halves the risk of prostate cancer'

ing a future with less hair should 
stop fretting at that retreating hair­
line. Men who start going bald at 
a young age are up to 45 per cent 
less likely to fall victim to prostate 
cancer later in life, scientists have 
found.

Although half of all men suffer 
significant hair loss by the age of 
50, an American team has linked 
the high levels of testosterone 
in those who go bald earlier to a 
lower risk of tumours.

The scientists studied 2,000 
men aged between 40 and 47, half 
of whom had suffered prostate 
cancer. They compared the rate 
of tumours in those who remem­
bered their hair thinning by the 
age of 30 with those who did not 
suffer hair loss.

Men who had started to 
develop bald spots on the top of 
their heads as well as receding 
hairlines had the least risk of can­
cer.

Hair loss is a source of concern 
for many young men, with surveys

showing nearly half think going 
bald makes them feel old and less 
attractive while three out of four 
have selfesteem problems.

T he positive findings pub­
lished in the journal Can­
cer Epidemiology will be 

controversial because previous 
smaller studies have suggested hair 
loss increases the risk of cancer. 
Most baldness is caused when hair 
follicles, the tiny sacs in the scalp 
from which hair grows, become 
exposed to too much dihydrotes­
tosterone, or DHT.

This is a chemical produced by 
the male hormone testosterone. If 
there is too much DHT circulating 
in the blood, the follicles shrink, 
so the hair becomes thinner and 
grows for less time than normal. 
Experts believe men with high lev­
els of testosterone are more likely 
to lose their hair, especially if bald­
ness already runs in the family.

Those diagnosed with pros­
tate cancer are often given drugs

to reduce testosterone levels 
because the hormone can acceler­
ate the growth of some tumours 
once they develop. But the latest 
research suggests being exposed 
to high levels of testosterone from 
a young age might actually help to 
protect against the disease.

At first, the findings were sur­
prising,’ said Professor Jonathan 
Wright, an expert in prostate can­
cer at the University of Washing­
ton School of Medicine in Seat­
tle. ‘But we found that early onset 
baldness was associated with a 29 
per cent to 45 per cent reduction 
in their relative risk of prostate 
cancer.’

D r Helen Rippon, head of 
research management 
at The Prostate Cancer 

Charity, said: ‘If these results are 
correct, they could be useful in 
providing us with a greater under­
standing of how testosterone 
behaves in the body and how it 
can affect different tissues’

ananas may hold the 
key to powerful new 
treatments that pro­
tect against the AIDS 
virus.

In laboratory tests, scientists 
found that a banana ingredient 
called BanLec was as potent as 
two existing anti-HIV drugs.

They believe cheap therapies 
based on BanLec have the poten­

tial to save millions of lives.
The ingredient is a lectin, a 

naturally occurring chemical in 
plants that fights infection.

Researchers in the U.S. found 
that the lectin found in bananas 
can inhibit HIV infection by

BANLEC found in bananas is as potent as existing anti-HIV drugs

blocking the virus’s entry into the 
body. BanLec acts on the protein 
envelope’ that encloses HIV’s 
genetic material.

Lead author Michael Swanson, 
from the University of Michigan, 
said: ‘The problem with some 
HIV drugs is that the virus can 
mutate and become resistant, but 
that’s much harder to do in the 
presence of lectins.

‘Lectins can bind to the sugars 
found on different spots of the 
HIV-1 envelope, and presumably 
it will take multiple mutations for 
the virus to get around them.’

The research is reported in the 
Journal of Biological Chemistry.

BanLec was as effective in the 
laboratory as two anti-HIV drugs 
now in use, T-20 and maraviroc, 
the scientists found.

Mr Swanson is developing a 
process to alter BanLec and make 
it suitable for human patients.

The researchers believe it 
could be used alone or in conjunc­
tion with other anti-HIV drugs.

Even modest success could 
potentially save millions of lives 
around the world, they claim.

Currently new HIV infec­
tions are outstripping the rate at

which new patients receive anti- 
HIV drugs by 2.5 to one, say the 
authors.

Professor David Marvovits, 
from the University of Michigan 
Medical School, said: ‘HIV is still 
rampant in the US and the explo­
sion in poorer countries contin­
ues to be a bad problem because of 
tremendous human suffering and 
the cost of treating it.’

THE master of the International Bald Headed Association Henri 
Braye (left) gets a kiss from a new member Antoine Corapi, dep­
uty mayor of the city of Fontainebleau, South of Paris, during the 
bald-headed convention. New members coming from all parts 
of the world pledge to their elders to do nothing to have their 
hair grow again.

t’s one thing men under 30 bald patch.
don’t want to see in the mir- But research suggests those
ror - the glint of an emerging who, like Prince William, are fac-
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Lokoja int'l market for commissioning
From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

ACTING President G oodluck Jonathan will T hurs­
day com m ission the newly constructed in ternational 
m arket in Lokoja, the Kogi State capital.

G overnor Ibrahim  Idris, who inspected the m ar­
ket yesterday, said its com m issioning would facili­
tate the  rapid socio-econom ic transform ation  of the

state, noting  that necessary facilities had been put in 
place to enhance business transaction  in the market.

Idris noted tha t the proposed com m issioning 
would serve as the fulfillm ent of his prom ise to relo­
cate the Felele m arket along Lokoja-Okene road to 
the new m arket in order to forestall a fu ture occur­
rence o f the ghastly road crash along the route.

O ther projects scheduled for com m issioning

include the State Specialist Hospital, the State Ultra- 
M odern Stadium , Lokoja G reater W ater Works and 
the dualisation o f Lokoja-Ganaja road.

In ano ther developm ent, the governor com ­
m ended the acting president for releasing a total sum 
of N650 m illion for the com pletion of the Ajaokuta 
Steel Complex and the Itakpe Iron Ore M ining Com ­
pany.

Nigerian tenants to hold 
innovation forum
By Nasir Imam

THE National Union of Tenants of Nigeria is to organise a 
Networking Event on Urban Innovation by the union at the 
upcoming World Urban Forum Holden in Rio de Janeiro, 
22nd -  26th March 2010.

A statement from C. W. Enwefah,Secretary-General of 
the Union, said the event, being entitled -  Bridging the 
Urban Divide and the Challenge of Forced Evictions, aims 
to bring together people with diverse knowledge and expe­
riences from various parts of the world to share their ideas 
for a better understanding of the challenging issue of urban 
disparity and how best these challenges can be approached 
-  taking housing right protection into view.

The event, which holds on 24th March 2010 at 2PM in 
Room W3-6 of WUF5 venue, is expected to produce an 
outcome that proffers solution to the challenge of attain­
ing equal right to cities in the urban transition effort -  with 
reference to freedom against forced evictions. Kindly find 
attached a brochure setting out full details of the event.

Kano, MDGs' office spend 
N835m on Wudil water
From Halima Musa, Kano

THE Kano State government says it expended N835 mil­
lion in collaboration with Millennium Development 
Goals’ office for the expansion of the Wudil regional water 
supply scheme and new pipeline to Gaya under the condi­
tional grant scheme.

State governor Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau stated this 
while commissioning the completed water project in 
Wudil. He was represented by his deputy Engineer Abdul - 
lahi Tijjani Muhammed Gwarzo at the occasion.

He said the expansion of the Wudil water project was 
occasioned by increased water demand in the region, 
“it should be noted that water demand in the region has 
increased substantially that a lot more has to be done to 
improve the supply. The SLGP, ministry of water resources 
and the water board came up with a proposal for the sec­
ond phase of the supply improvement which was packaged 
under the 2007 Conditional Grant Scheme,” he said.

Shekarau further stated that the Wudil Regional 
Scheme was experiencing low voltage and could not be 
operated with power supply from the national grid, saying 
the generators were used to power the plant. “Government 
had to supply additional generators to ensure continuous 
operation.”

THE NYSC Headquarters Complex, Maitama, Abuja

COREN commissions new Abuja headquarters
By Mustapha Suleiman

THE Council for the Regulation of 
Engineering in Nigeria, COREN, yes­
terday officially commissioned its new 
head office located at Addis Abbaba 
Crescent, Wuse, Zone 4, Abuja.

The building was commissioned 
by the Minister of Works, Housing 
and Urban Development Dr. Hassan 
Muhammad Lawal who described 
the two storey building as a befitting 
status for a government regulatory 
body like COREN while congratulat­
ing COREN Management for realiz­
ing such dream.

Lawal noted that the crucial 
importance of the Engineering pro­
fession to the development of any

nation cannot be overemphasised , 
adding that no nation can develop its 
infrastructure without a well struc­
tured, nurtured and committed engi­
neering profession.

“I have confirmed this conviction 
beyond mere rhetoric since I became 
the Minister of Works, a Ministry 
that utilizes the services of engineer­
ing personnel more than any other in 
the country,'' Lawal said.

Earlier in his welcome address 
COREN's President Engineer Habu 
Gumel said the commissioning of 
the edifice is an epoch making as it 
has been operating all along in vari­
ous building not befitting its status as 
the only government regulatory body 
for engineering g profession.

Engr. Gumel reiterated the 
Council's efforts in maintaining 
professionalism of engineering which 
according to him will help curb the 
menace of quacks and reduce failures 
of engineering infrastructures and 
also guarantee value for money in 
engineering projects.

He mentioned the establish­
m ent of Engineering Regulation 
M onitoring (ERM) Programme 
across Nigeria as one of its major 
achievements, saying "  under the 
programme, a team of senior engi­
neering personnel visit engineer­
ing establishments to monitor and 
enforce compliance with the provi­
sions of COREN law by all practition­
ers in Nigeria.”

P T D F  r e v o k e s  c o n t r a c t s  i n  K a d u n a  C o l l e g e
By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Executive Secretary, Petroleum Tech­
nology Development Fund (PTDF), Engr. 
Muttaqha Rabe Darma, has ordered the 
revocation and termination of two contract 
lots in the on-going physical upgrade and 
redevelopment of the National College of 
Petroleum Studies, Kaduna due to poor 
performance.

The PTDF has also directed the issuance 
of a stop work order on some contractors 
whose performances were considered to be

below standard and were weeks behind the 
completion periods.

The N14.5 billion project commenced 
in June 2009 with a 12 month target set for 
the completion of most of the components 
of the project.

Nine months into the project, although 
there is evidence of massive construction at 
the 90 hectre expanse of land, almost all the 
contractors are 8 to 14 weeks behind sched­
ule. There are others whose contract periods 
had expired without reaching a reasonable 
stage of completion. This prompted the

meeting between the contractors and con­
sultants involved with the project and the 
Executive Secretary of PTDF. The fund said 
in a statement on Friday.

The project Manager, Architect Moham­
med Dewu confessed to the Executive Sec­
retary “We have disappointed you because 
almost all contracts are behind schedule” He 
mentioned specifically the contracts for the 
construction of clinic, administrative block, 
internal road network and drainages as the 
most problematic areas whose contractors 
have not lived up to expectation.

The chief Executives of the contract­
ing firms were given the opportunity at the 
meeting to explain why they have delayed 
the execution of the projects and the poor 
quality of work observed in some of the 
Lots.

The revoked contracts lot includes col­
lege clinic whose contract period expired 
4 weeks ago and the contract for the con­
struction of the internal road network and 
drainages. The period for the execution of 
the contract expired last month with only 
30% work done.
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The ineffective FCT Land Use 
and Allocation Committee (ii)
W ith an LUAC 

in place, for an 
application to 

be made and the offer of 
statutory right of occu­
pancy issued in a week, 
one need not be told that 
normal procedure must 
have been abused or by­
passed. A fortnight ago 
we made the statement 
that when the head is rot­
ten the whole body also 
becomes affected. We have 
in mind the phenomenon 
of abuse of due process in 
land allocation from the 
FCT ministers office, vis- 
a-vis the ongoing probe in 
the AGIS to check fraud on 
the collected land charges 
by the lower cadre staff. 
The initiative to probe is 
really commendable; how­
ever, we must be reminded 
that no amounts of probe 
can cub misdeeds from the 
lower officers if the higher 
officers refuse to show 
good examples.

By comparing the 
dates of applications on 
the acknowledgement let­
ters and the actual dates of 
allocation on the letters of 
offer it shall be apparent 
that, the date of applica­
tions for KB 60493 and KB 
60495 are all 6th August 
2009, and by 14th August 
only 8 days later they were 
allocated plot nos. 512 
in Katampe and 1281 in 
Jahi Districts respectively. 
These are at the expense of 
other thousands of appli­
cations unattended to for 
more than 20 years and 
cases of double or triple 
allocations that owner­
ships are in conflicts and 
have for years been wait­
ing the availability of sub­
stitutes.

There are laid down 
procedure which applica­
tions must undergo prior 
to the actual allocation. 
They include acknowl­
edging the application, 
choice of the suitable land 
to accommodate the appli­
cation, recommendation 
of the LUAC and the min­
isterial approval before the 
land department should 
issue the letter convey­
ing plot allocation. The 
inclusion of the heads of 
the relevant departments 
of the FCTA in the LUAC 
membership also attests 
that the procedures prior 
to the ministerial approval

are not limited to a sin­
gle department. What we 
know with certainty is that 
there has never been any 
allocation that originates 
from the FCTA whether 
now or in the past without 
ministerial approval. If 
such allocations are done 
with the impression that 
they have also been recom­
mended by the LUAC irre­
spective of these hurdles, 
the obvious explanation is 
that there could be tinker­
ing with the recommen­
dations of the LUAC by 
replacements with others.

Our position is fur­
ther strengthened by 
the recent appointment 
of two of the Minister’s 
Special Assistants, Sam 
Kargbo and Samaila Sal- 
ihu Bui to membership 
of the LUAC, wherein 
the FCT Minister Sena­
tor Muhammad Adamu 
Aliero categorically stated 
that henceforth he intends 
to consider names for min­
isterial approvals for land 
allocations that are accom­
panied by; endorsements 
directly made by him 
through the chief of staff 
and recommendations 
from the LUAC in form 
of memo. The implication 
of this directive is that 
the minister can directly 
send names only for the 
committee to endorse 
irrespective of their pro­
cedures for recommen­
dation. If it happens as 
such it means the activity 
of the LUAC is of no use, 
inconsequential and only 
useful to the office of the 
minister as a conduit pipe. 
Hence the skewed alloca­
tions grossly in favour of 
applicants from the m in­
ister’s home state of Kebbi. 
The situation has wors­
ened to the extent that 
for fear of discovery of 
lopsidedness in the allo­
cations indigene-ships of 
other states are forged to 
hide the actual state of the 
allotees. If such could be 
speculated or known by 
most property agents hov­
ering around the AGIS, in 
addition to what we have 
presented above, it calls 
for investigation, because 
this dimension is a seri­
ous crime never witnessed 
before the advent of this 
administration.

It is important to stress

that Special Assistants 
are political appointees 
whose tenures ends with 
that of the chief execu­
tive that appoints them. 
Going back memory lane, 
we could remember that 
Malam Nasiru el-Rufa’i 
was once forced to aban­
don Miss Aisha Kolo one 
of such SAs he gave so 
much privileges even more 
than his directors. The 
appointment of his SAs as 
members of the LUAC and 
the type of order Senator 
Aliero issued as prerequi­
site for his consideration 
of any recommendation 
from the LUAC is unprec­
edented and never issued 
by any FCT minister in the 
past.

Apart frorrf defending 
the interest of the m in­
ister by virtue of the list 
he directly sends to the 
committee for endorse­
ment, they are not repre­
senting any department of 
the authority because the 
directors of the relevant 
departments are already 
there, and not any pro­
fessional body because 
the representatives are 
already there. Rather than 
applications to come from 
bottom to top it drops 
from the minister’s office 
to the committee. With 
his SAs within the com­
mittee to ensure the pro­
tection of his interest, the 
committees recommenda­
tions are thus going to be 
devoid of objectivity, since 
their work is no longer that 
of assessing the suitability 
of the land use in line with 
the master plan, check­
ing duplication to pre­
vent multiple allocations 
on one plot, or ensuring 
equity in the allocations.

Thus, not on merit or 
any professional judg­
ment by virtue of which 
the various directors that 
represent their depart­
ments and the representa­
tives of professional bod­
ies in the built environ­
ment in the LUAC shall 
any applicant be consid­
ered for allocation of plot 
in Abuja, unless his name 
falls among the list to be 
sent to the committee from 
the minister. The minis­
ter could then pick those 
he wishes to approve and 
reject those he doesn’t.

To be continued

FCT Urban, Regional 
Tribunal inaugurated
By Nasir Imam

THE FCT Urban and Regional Tribunal 
was yesterday inaugurated in Abuja by 
the Chief Justice of the FCT High Court, 
Lawal Ha$san Gunmi.

At the occasion, the Chief Justice said 
that of the more than 30 cases involving 
FCT Administration (FCTA) brought 
before the high court, rulings on more 
than half of the cases are against the FCTA.

The tribunal shall hear matters that 
relate to contravention of the Nigerian 
Urban and Regional Planning Act 
1992 and | these include developers and

Development Control Department.
Others include illegal erections and 

slums, disputes relating to am ount of 
compensation payable to a developer, 
illegal conversion of land use as well as 
other violations in respect of revocation 
of development permits.

Members of the tribunal include 
Ibrahim  Dauda Suleiman, chairman, 
Arc. Zubairu Ahmed, Barrister Aliyu 
Musa, Engr. Aminu Ibrahim, and Saliha’u 
Ahmed, secretary.

The tribunal is located at No 11, 
Kabale street, Zone 3, Wuse District, 
Abuja.
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W OM EN Environmental Programme (WEP) Executive Director, M s Priscilla 
Achakpa, addressing participants at a one-day summit on the Abuja Master 
Plan held yesterday.

WEP, FCTA, residents parley on 
Abuja Master Plan
By Mustapha Suleiman

A one-day summit on Abuja master plan 
titled ' '  promoting community partici­
pation in sustainable settlement develop­
ment in the FC T '' organised by Women 
Environmental Programme (WEP) I with 
support from Misereor was held yesterday 
in Abuja.

The summit, according to Priscillian 
Achakpa, WEP Executive Director, is to 
bring government to the general public on 
what Abuja Master Plan is, and to inform 
the public on their roles and responsibili­
ties towards the implementation of the 
Abuja Master Plan.

She said :' '! WEP in her efforts in pro­
moting community participation in sus­
tainable development have over the year's 
implemented projects that are community 
driven ensuring that active participation of 
local populations in urban governance, in 
identifying common problems and fash­
ioning out mutually agreed solutions to 
these problems and seeking for ways of 
improving the living conditions and qual­
ity of life of the citizens. In order to promote 
sustainable development there is the need 
for citizens to participate in the economy, 
policy and social development of the soci­
ety. In our guest to ensaee government in

what is called and development people cen­
tred oriented planning, but we are faced 
with the challenge of government stating 
thatCSOs has not being doing enough to 
create awareness to the public on the Abuja 
Master Plan and its implementation which 
necessitated this forum.”

She lamented that the Abuja Master 
Plan is not readily available for the general 
public to see and study so as to tow in line 
with its implementation.

“If you go to the relevant departments 
in the FCDA, they will keep posting you 
from one department to the other and at 
the end you will not be issued the Mas­
ter Plan. It is been closely guarded which 
is not ideal enough. This Master Plan has 
to circulate round, people need to be well 
informed about it so that when planning 
to build or settle they will know where to 
b e , ' '  she said.

The summit was attended by senior rep­
resentatives of FCTA, ministry of Works, 
Housing and Urban Development, relevant 
agencies, NGOs, residents and community 
leaders in the FCT. Several paper presen­
tations were made to enhance the FCT 
Administration relationship with resident 
on issues bothering on housing, settlement, 
relocation and demolition as the case may 
be.
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H is Royal H ighness,
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The Lamido of Adamawa, 
President, Adamawa Traditional Council

On behalf of my humble self, the Government and Good People of 
Bauchi State, I commiserate with the Government and People of 
Adamawa State and indeed all Nigerians over the death of H is Royal 
Highness, The Lamido of Adamawa, President, Adam awa 
Traditional Council, Alhaji (D r) Aliyu Mustapha, which sad event 
occurred on Saturday, March 13,2 0 10.

The death of the respected traditional ruler and custodian of culture is 
not only a great loss to Adamawa State but is a huge loss to the Nigerian 
Nation.

I am indeed deeply touched by the passing away of this great Elder 
Statesman of impeccable character who contributed immensely to the 
unity, peace and development Nigeria.

We fervently pray to the Almighty Allah to grant his gentle soul eternal 
rest and give the family the fortitude to bear the irreparable loss.

Signed:

Mai am (D r) Isa Yuguda,
Matawallen Bauchi,

Executive Governor of Bauchi State

May his soul rest in perfect peace, amin.
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FEDERALGQVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COLLEGE, MINNA 

SC IENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION POST BASIC  

(STEP-8) PROJECT

IN V IT A T IO N  F O R  B ID S  (IF B )
%

PROCUREMENT OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, TEXT BOOKS, 
CHEMICALS, SC IENCE AND ICT EQUIPMENT 

CREDIT N O  4304 

DATE OF ISSUE: 17* March, 2010

1. This invitation for Bid follows the General Procurement Notice for this Project that 
appeared in Development Business, issue No. 591 of 2* July 2007.

2. The Federal Republic of Nigeria has received a credit from the International 
Development Association towards the cost of Science and Technology Education Post 
Basic (STEP-B) Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this credit to 
payments under the contract for the Procurement of Instructional Materials, Text 
Books, Chemicals, Science and ICT equipment. Contact No. 
FGCMN/STEPB/NCB/GDS/01/10.

3. The Science and Technology Education Post Basic (STEP-B) Project, Federal 
Government College, Mnna;. now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for>

LOT
NO

Description Bid
Security

Validity
Period

Qty Delivery
Period

Delivery
Location

1 Procurement erf instructional 
Material/electronic Smart 
boards and Stience/Tgchnicat 
Text Books

3% 90 Days Various 60 Days
FGC,
Minna

2 Procurement of Chemicals and 
Science equipment 3% 90 Days Various 80 Days

FGC,
Mnna

3 Procurement Offiee/ICT 
equipment 3% 90 Days Various §0 Days

FGC,
Minna

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding procedures 
specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA 
Credits, and is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the 
Guideline:

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from: Science and 
Technology Education Post Basic (STEP) project office FGC, Minna and inspect the 
Bidding documents at the given address below from 8:00hrs -  14:O0hrs Mondays to 
Fridays Daily.

6. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by 
interested bidders on the submission of a written Application to the address below and 
upon payment of a non refundable fee of Ten Thousand Naira (N10,000.00) only. The 
payment will be Bank Draft in favor of Science and Technology Education Post 
Basic (STEP-B) Project, FGC, Minna. The documents will be collected by hand.

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 12:G0hrs, Friday, 16th 
April, 2010. /Mi bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of Three percent (3%) of 
Bid price in Naira or its equivalent in a freely convertible currency. Late bids will be 
rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders’ representatives, who 
choose to attend at the address below at 72:00hrs, Friday, 19* April, 2010.

8. Bidders may bid for one or more complete lots as award w® be based on individual 
lost. Any bid submitted for incomplete lots will be dedared non-responsive.

The address referred to above is:
The Project Manager,
STEP-B
Federal Government College,
P.M.B. 103,
Minna, Niger State,
Nigeria.

Telephone: 08023505871
E-mail address; stepbiigerfgc@yahoo.corn.
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A d v e r t i s e r s  

C Lontnbutors
POLICY ON PUBLICATION OF 

ADVERTORI ALS, PETITIONS AND  
RELATED MATERIALS

edia T rust L im ited, jj 
publishers o f  Daily 
Trust, Weekly Trust,

S un d ay  T ru st and A m iniya 
newspapers take very seriously its 
responsibility to the public to 
pub lish  all p a in ts  o f  view , 
including those we do not share, 1  
We think this is the function o f an ■ 
independent, liberal newspaper 
dedicated to the pursuit o f  the 
common good. We are also 
conscious o f  the fact that it is a 
shortsighted business policy for a 
newspaper to shut out a  particular point o f  view for its own reason or due 
to pressure from powerful institutions and advertisers,

But we are also aware that professional agitators can use the pages on 
newspapers to malign governments, companies and individuals on 
spurious grounds.

Caught between our desire to give voice to the concerns o f  the voiceless 
and to protect public officers and institutions from unfair and 
demoralising attacks, we have been forced to develop a more stringent 
policy for the placement o f  advertorials, petitions arid 'other related 
materials in the pages o f  our newspapers.

T he new policy is depicted hereunder
1. The w rite rs) o f  such advertorials must not be anonymous but 

people who can stand by what Jjhey say, with their full names and 
address,

2. i f  there is any accusation against any person or organization, such 
w riters) must substantiate the claims with evidence which can 
stand before a Court o f  Law. For example, if  they claim that a 
contract was inflated, they must show Media Trust, relevant 
documents, to back this up.

3. The placement must be fully paid for, before it is carried.
4. The author(s) should be prepared to accept corrections or 

alterations made by us but the corrected version would be shown 
to the au thors), before publishing.

5. The publishers have the right: to reject any piece considered to be 
libelous, containing assertions without supporting facts and 
figures to  prove the authenticity o f  such claims.

6. in the alternative, we are prepared to enter into an indemnity 
agreement with those who place such advertorial which will put 
the onus o f  proo f  sq uarely on them. •

7. Media Trust employees that collect such materials have been 
instructed to contact the Advert Manager, who will also consult 
further with the relevant superior officers to analyze the piece 
before placement is made.

8. I f  the publishers o f Daily Trust, Weekly Trust, Sunday 
Trust and Aminiya newspapers reject any material 
regarded  as unprin tab le based on the above 
co n sid e ra tio n , th ey  w ill not en te r  in to  any 
correspondence with the author(s).

Finally, we wish to assure our readers that we will not shy away 
from publishing fair and balanced criticisms o f any government 
or individuals, which is in the nature o f  free exchange o f  ideas.

This, we will continue to do in our free opinion columns and 
with advertorials where some readers feel strongly enough to 
pay for them.

We thank you for your support and assure you that we will do 
our best to keep your trust.

Signed:
M AN AG M EN T
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Drama as couple 
reconcile after divorce

By Romoke W. Ahmad

A mild drama took place last 
Wednesday at an Abuja Upper 
Area Court when a divorced cou­
ple told the court that they have 
reconciled and wanted their mar­
riage restored.

The court had earlier dissolved 
their 20 years marriage the pre­
vious day based on the husband, 
M r Oladipo Dosumu’s petition 
that he can no longer tolerate his

wife’s stubbornness.
The man had told the court 

that his wife, Ronke Dosumu, is 
a stubborn person, who does not 
listen to his instructions,while he 
is a peaceful person.

“For the sake of peace and tran­
quillity, I want the court to grant 
me divorce so that I can be free 
from her troubles,” the husband 
pleaded.

The wife in her reaction said 
she still loves her husband and

would not assent to the divorce.
She appealed with the judges 

and people inside the court to 
plead with her husband on her 
behalf so that they can resolve the 
issue amicably.

The husband insisted on the 
separation and said he has called 
their three children, who are in the 
university to inform them of his 
intention to divorce their mother.

The man promised to rent an 
apartment for his wife and give

her substantial amount of money 
to start a business.

After listening to both parties, 
Judge Issa Alhaji Yahaya granted 
the divorce but the following day, 
the woman reappeared in court 
saying she wants to institute 
another case against her husband 
for wanting to du'mp her after 
staying with him for a long time 
and giving him three children.

Our reporter learnt that the 
court registrar called the woman’s

husband, who promised to come 
to court as he finds it difficult to 
sleep because of fear that his ex- 
wife might have hurt herself.

When the husband came to 
court, he pleaded with his ex- 
wife and told her that he cannot 
live without her.

The court then interceded and 
reconciled the couple, while they 
celebrated their reunion inside 
the court’s premises by entertain­
ing court officials.

'I stole
battery to free 
my brother 
from police'
By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A.
Fatai

A 22-year-old auto mechanic, 
Amaechi Uzor, Monday told an 
Abuja magistrate court that he 
stole his master’s car battery in 
order to free his brother from 
polfce net.

He further revealed that 
his brother was arrested and 
detained by the police sometimes 
ago for not being able to produce 
a battery someone entrusted in 
his care.

“I went to the place where the 
car was parked at about 10 pm 
and stole the battery with the 
intention of giving it to the per­
son that made them arrest my 
brother,” the accused narrated.

He said after giving out the 
stolen battery, his brother was 
set free by the police, adding that 
luck ran against him when his 
master found out that his bat­
tery was missing and got him 
arrested.

Prosecutor Isiaku Adamu told 
the court that on March 6, one 
Friday Ashaka of Lugbe village, 
Abuja, reported to the police 
that the man who works under 
him stole his car battery valued 
at N10,000.

He said the accused committed 
an offence punishable under Sec­
tion 288 of the Penal Code Law.

The accused pleaded guilty 
when the one count charge was 
read to him and the prosecutor 
asked the court to try  him sum­
marily under Sections 157 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code.

In his ruling, Chief Magistrate 
Ademuyiwa Oyiyipo convicted 
the accused and sentenced him 
to six months imprisonment or 
to pay N 10,000 as fine.

Police arrest co-op society operators over fraud Fake police officers 
jailed four monthsBy Misbahu Bashir

PRINCIPAL Officers of 
seven cooperative busi­
ness groups in Abuja have 
been arrested by the police 
for allegedly duping their 
members of over N214 
million.

This was disclosed 
recently by the FCT Police 
Commissioner, Mr John 
Haruna, who said few of 
the leaders of the coopera­
tive group are being pros­
ecuted, while the rest are 
undergoing investigations.

The police boss said the 
cooperative groups were 
not registered by govern­
ment and advised the.

public to ascertain their 
legitimacy before doing 
business with them.

Our reporter learnt 
that some of the coopera­
tives being investigated are 
Koltron Nigeria Limited, 
whose leader, Abrahan 
Kolo was allegedly to have 
duped one Etuk S. Enam 
and 24 others of N 17.41 
million.

He alleged that Ayodele 
Komolafe of Proforte Lim­
ited defrauded one Fator- 
isa O.A. and 40 others of 
N91 million, while Deji 
Afolayam of Co-opera- 
tive Emeritus Multipur­
pose Society was said to 
have allegedly converted

the sum of N8,279,885 
belonging to the members 
of the group to himself.

“Washimgtom Gbenga 
Payne of Digstar Invest­
ment allegedly defrauded 
members, mainly civil 
servants of the sum of 
N9.5 million and Sylvanus 
O. Enonche, also allegedly 
duped members of his 
co-op group of N90 mil­
lion and has been handed 
over to the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Com­
mission,” he added.

Haruna also disclosed 
that the police have since 
found out that Trim Mul­
tipurpose Society in Wuse 
as well as Mpape is fake.

By Usman A. Bello

TWO fake police officers, 
Moses Chris and James 
Magum were on Monday 
sentenced to four months 
imprisonment each by an 
Abuja Upper Area Court 
for impersonation.

Police prosecutor, 
Muhammed Garba, 
informed the court that 
on March 8, the accused 
persons were caught by 
a police team arresting 
drivers of unpainted cabs 
at Garki.

He said the accused

persons told the cab driv­
ers that they were police 
officers and extorted 
money from them.

“During police inves­
tigations, the accused 
persons confessed to the 
crime and said they have 
been doing it for a long 
time,” the prosecutor said

The accused persons 
pleaded guilty to the 
charges and begged for 
leniency.

Judge Umar Kagarko 
sentenced them to four 
months imprisonment or 
to pay N4,000 as fine.
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DRTS cautions drivers 
over zebra lines
By Ogechi Ohalee '

THE FCT Director of the Direc­
torate of Road Traffic Services 
(DRTS), retired Major Adamu S. 
Argungu yesterday said there is 
the need for all law enforcement 
agencies to step up the enforce­
ment of road traffic rules and 
regulations.

He said any motorist caught 
disobeying road traffic rules

should be brought to book in 
order to serve as a deterrent to 
others.

“There is every need to bring 
sanity to our society as it relates 
to the usage of roads through the 
obedience of all road traffic rules 
and regulations at all times,” he 
stated.

He listed zebra lines or cross­
ings as one of the traffic signs 
which is being abused, adding

that motorists are expected to 
stop for pedestrians that are on 
the zebra lines.

The director said it is informa­
tive for pedestrians to look out for 
zebra lines on the roads as well as 
cross the road through the zebra 
crossway.

He complained that some 
drivers usually park on pedestri­
ans walkways illegally or park on 
top of such lines thereby blocking

pedestrians from the crossway.
This according to the director 

has compelled some pedestrians 
to cross roads wrongly and dan­
gerously, thereby exposing them 
to avoidable risks, adding that such 
careless driving attitudes have led 
to several hit and run cases.

When asked about the robotic 
e-enforcement introduced in the 
FCT, the director explained that if 
a driver is coming into Abuja from

another state, it is at the discretion 
of VIO officials to capture the 
drivers data on transit to reduce 
friction between road traffic offi­
cials and drivers.

“But in a situation where the 
driver on transit is having a fake 
drivers license, he will be perse­
cuted here in FCT and the essence 
of the electronic -enforcement is 
to detect the false and real drivers 
licenses,” he said.

FCT Corps
members
immunised
against
meningitis
ByMustapha Suleiman

BATCH 'A ' corps 
members deployed to 
the FCT and camped 
at the FCT NYSC 
Kubwa Orienta­
tion Camp were on 
Monday immunised 
against meningitis.

The immunisation 
exercise, according 
the NYSC FCT Coor­
dinator, Obong Paul 
Ata is to prevent the 
outbreak of the epi­
demic that is com­
mon during the heat 
period.

He cited the out­
break of meningitis in 
some northern states, 
saying the exercise is 
in partnership with 
the Federal Ministry 
of Heath.

Earlier, the M inis­
ter of Health, Profes­
sor Kayode Osotime- 
hin flagged off the 
immunization exer­
cise and said the move 
is to prevent the out­
break of the disease in 
NYSC camps.

Our reporter wit­
nessed the immuniza­
tion administered to 
corps members, who 
were made to regis­
ter their names before 
inoculation against 
the deadly disease.

A corps members, 
Francisca Amos com­
mended the NYSC/ 
Federal M inistry of 
Health for bringing 
the immunization to 
their doorstep, adding 
that the intense heat in 
the camp coupled with 
their population could 
lead to the outbreak of 
the disease.

-»----------------------------

F C T  t o  h o s t  C h r i s t ia n  t e a c h e r s 'c o n f e r e n c e
ByAbubakarYakubu

ABOUT 8,000 Christian teachers 
will on Saturday converge at the 
Baptist Convention Centre, along 
Kubwa-Suleja expressway for a 
Christian teachers’ strategy con­
ference.

This was disclosed by Elder John 
Ujata, chairman of the FCT Chris­
tian Teacher’s, who stated that the

event which is facilitated by the 
FCT Fellowship of Christian Stu­
dents and Deeper Christian Life 
M inistry would have Pastor W.F. 
Kumuyi as guest speaker.

He said the conference is aimed 
at stirring up and to strengthen 
the teacher’s awareness of his role, 
expected quality and competence in 
applying professional prowess and 
godly principles in handling students.

Speaking Earlier, State Over­
seer of Deeper Life Bible Church 
FCT, Pastor Raufu A. Hassan, 
said the conference is designed 
for teachers in both public and 
private schools in the FCT, add­
ing that delegates will also be 
expected from the N orth East, 
N orth  Central and N orth  West 
geo-political zones.

He said there is the need to

organise such a meeting in order to 
get the teachers back to the prim i­
tive diligence and visionary com­
mitment that they were known for 
in the past, so that the society can 
be better.

The pastor described Pastor 
Kumuyi as a bundle of experience 
to impart teachers with vision and 
compassion needed to make them 
moulders of future leaders.

Security guard charged with negligence
By Usman A. Bello

THE police have arraigned a 
25-year- old security guard 
before an Abuja magistrate court 
for alleged negligence, an offence 
contrary to Section 196 o f the

Penal Code Law.
Prosecutor Adamu Abdul- 

lahi stated in court that one Ugo- 
chukwuof 10 Tamale Street, Wuse 
Zone 3,-reported to the police that 
on March 9, she discovered that her 
Tiger generator valued at N30.000

was stolen from her compound.
The prosecutor stated further 

that when the complainant con­
fronted the accused, who she 
employed as her guard, he could 
give account of it.

When the charge was read to the

accused, he pleaded not guilty and 
requested for bail.

Magistrate Fatima U. Murktar 
granted the accused bail in the sum 
of N50,000 with a surety in like sum 
and adjourned the case to March 17 
for hearing.
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T i n u b u :  O n  j u s t i c e  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  I  s t a n d

M y attention has been drawn to a six- 
page advertorial, run in various 
newspapers, including the Daily Sun 

of .12 March 2010, which contains a petition 
against Hon, Justice Ayo Salami, President of 
the Court of Appeal. Where the advertorial 
concerns me is one of the sworn affidavits 
featured in the publication, by Senator Umaru 
Dahiru, Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary, in which he mentioned my 
name. On Senator Dahiru’s sworn affidavit, 
as featured in that advertorial, I have the 
following to say:

• That I knew Senator Umaru Dahiru 
through Senator Abu Ibrahim, a very 
close friend of long standing. Ever since 
I met Senator Dahiru about eight 
months ago, we have not met socially 
more than twice.

• First, it is false that I invited Justice Ayo 
Salami to my house in Abuja because 
there was no cause for me to do so; and 
there has never been any reason for me 
to do so. So, it is blatant falsehood, 
Senator Dahiru’s claim that I discussed 
the Sokoto case with the Honourable 
Justice and he told me that the case 
would be reviewed and awarded in 
favour of the Democratic People's 
Party’s candidate. This is plain fiction.

• However, as admitted by Senator Dahiru 
(see Paragraph 14 of his affidavit), he 
took the initiative of approaching me in 
Abuja, to intervene on his behalf, with 
Justice Ayo Salami, over the Sokoto 
gubernatorial appeal case before the 
Court of Appeal. Senator Abu Ibrahim, 
through whom I first met Senator Dahiru, 
was a witness on that occasion, when 
Senator Dahiru told me he had 
approached Justice Salami in company 
of some other people, but that Justice 
Salami flatly refused to interfere in any 
matter before the Court of Appeal. He 
therefore said he was counting on my 
goodwill because he believed Justice 
Salami was my friend, since we both 
came from Lagos.

• But im m ediately Senator Dahiru 
broached his mission, I told him point 
blank that I had never before and will 
never discuss such matters with Justice 
Salami. I told him I did not intend to start

such a practice now. I added that, even if 
I wanted to intervene, I did not think that 
the Salami I knew would change his 
mind, once it was made up, especially as 
it bordered on eth ica l conduct 
concerning a case before his court. All 
these can be confirmed from Senator 
Abu Ibrahim who, by the grace of God, is 
still alive and well.
Senator Dahiru's claim that I pleaded 
with him to facilitate Justice Salami’s 
confirmation must be seen as the cheap 
blackmail that it is. As far as I know, 
Justice Salami was the only candidate 
for confirmation. As far as I know too, the 
senator and his committee had a 
constitutional responsibility to perform in 
that screening. Is the distinguished 
senator then saying that he did the 
Honourable Justice a favour so that he 
could influence him in future to mls-carry 
justice?
I feel constrained to insert this advertorial 
because I strongly believe that facts 
must be stated, if only for the records. 
Besides, it is highly immoral for a 
politician who is also a lawyer, to cast 
aspersion on the integrity of a high 
calibre judicial officer for narrow political 
interests.
Let me re-emphasise that all my life I 
have believed in the sanctity and integrity 
of the judicial process. As Governor of 
Lagos State, I took bold and oroactive 
steps to uphold the dignity and autonomy 
of the judiciary, an institution that I 
believe is the bedrock of democracy; and 
one to which I always took recourse, to 
protect the interest of Lagos State, it is 
certainly too late 
in the day for me J 
to change this 
f i r m  a n d  

u n s h a k a b l e  
b e lie f in the 
sanctity of the 
judicial process.

BOLA AHMED TINUBU, 
Asiwaju of Lagos.
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Inside Politic
'Katsina south least 
developed due to politics'
MALAM Ali Garba is a senior lecturer in strategy at the Bayero University Kano. He was also Special Adviser to former Governor of Ekiti 
State Ayo Fayose on Planning and Strategy. The Katsina born lecturer recently indicated interest to run for the senatorial seat of Katsina 
South. What are his chances in the emerging political equation in Katsina?
From Hisham Habib Kano

W HAT prompted you 
into joining politics?

Essentially politics 
is about leadership and about 
serving the people; it is about 
advancing the interest of the 
society and bringing benefits 
to the society and this why I am 
involved.

T here is the general belief 
that politicians are 
deceitful people who 

come with lively promises, 
but turn down people when in 
office, how would you differ 
from these?

It is unfortunate that such 
wrong perception exist. Politics 
is about leadership an as I always 
say you don’t deceive people you 
want to lead. We allow others to 
take charge while we sit on the 
fence for too long complaining 
and doing nothing about it. Poli­
tics is about service and action 
but if your perception of politics 
is about making profit or reaping 
personal benefits, you are bound 
to deceive people. When benefits 
come to you, take them to your 
house, but when your perception 
is about leadership, then you will 
think in terms of service to the 
people.
W hy did you join the 

PDP?

. I joined PDP for

two reasons; first, it is the most 
widely accepted party in the coun­
try. Its structures are all over the 
country. The second reason is that 
in my area (Katsina) has suffered 
a brand of bitter opposition poli­
tics which has brought no posi­
tive change no development in 
the area. We have remained the 
most unemployed and the least 
developed in spite of the abun­
dance of human resources in the 
area. I want to move us away from 
bitter politics into the realms of 
what is generally accepted as the 
best direction. This is why I joined 
the PDP.

A s an expert in strategic 
planning, how do you 
hope to bring your expe­

rience to near if  you eventually 
succeed? .

Yes, I have theoretical expe­
rience as well as some practical 
knowledge in both private and 
public sectors. Strategic plan­
ning is about envisioning the 
future; working on the present 
and knowing what to do to get 
to the future. My experience tells 
me that we need development; 
the vision for our society is to 
achieve development compara­
tive to other nations, and in our 
context, we have the resources 
but they are poorly managed. We 
also have systems that are poorly 
implemented; we have the brains 
needed but poorly used. Every­

thing is poorly done. You know I 
came face to face with this in Ekiti 
where I got to know that the dif­
ference between success and lack 
of it is in the doing. If we don’t suc­
ceed it is because we are not doing 
what we said we would do.

T he in thing in Nigerian 
politics is the godfather 
syndrome, who are those 

behind you?
The People’s Democratic 

Party is behind me; the people 
of my zone are behind me and 
above all, God is behind all of us. 
The idea of godfather stems from 
nepotism and we have seen how 
bad it has manifested itself in our 
society. It comes in different guise. 
For example, we have seen mon­
eybags coming to sponsor candi­
dates. But if I may ask, who was 
the godfather of the Gombe State 
governor when he came out to 
contest in 2003.

I don’t know his godfather. He 
is one person who has done a good 
job. Again, the former governor of 
Katsina (Umaru Yar’adua), who is 
the president, had godfathers but 
did not win election (in 1992). 
But when he lost them, he won 
the election. So there are people 
who will support us because they 
share our vision, but that is not to 
say they are our godfathers.

As a former adviser in a 
state other than yours, 
what experience did you

M A L A M  Ali Garba

get and how will it propel you to 
the future?

I am the first northerner to 
serve in the cabinet of a southern 
state. Indeed it is an honour to me. 
There were so many challenges 
which, however, we worked 
assiduously to meet. One thing I 
noticed is that when you are out­
side the system, you assume so

many things absolutely wrong. 
So many interests came into clash 
and we faced so many challenges 
in Ekiti State. These challenges 
are from powerful stakeholders 
who were not necessarily godfa­
thers; also it is difficult balanc­
ing the short term and long term 
measures. But then you have to be 
focused and steadfast.

2011: Legislators vows to stop Gov Daniel 
from imposing candidates

Makarfi/Sambo reconciliation is okay but...'

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

FIFTEEN members of the 
Ogun State House of Assem­
bly (G15) have threatened 
to stop Governor Gbenga 
Daniel from imposing can­
didates for whatever posi­
tion in 2011.

The threat came shortly 
after the governor presented 
10 aspirants of the ruling 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) at a recent rally at Isara 
in Remo North local govern­
ment area of the state.

All the aspirants had been 
similarly paraded before 
party supporters at some 
previous rallies, a develop­
ment the G15 described as 
an affront to the leaders of 
the party who worked for the 
emergence of the governor in 
2003 and 2007.

A member of the group, 
Adeboye Olusola Pelumi, 
representing Remo North 
state constituency, said that 
just as the leaders, which 
included the former Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo, 
Chief Sule Onabiyi, Sen. 
Jubril Martins-Kuye, among 
others, worked for the emer­
gence of the governor, “so 
also, will it be for his succes­
sor in 2011.”

“The governor is just 
making mockery of the 
aspirants by parading them 
at rallies,” the lawmaker 
said.

Speaking further, he said; 
“If that is how it was done 
before he (Daniel) became 
the party’s candidate in 
2003, I doubt if he would 
have emerged. He should 
stop deceiving the people,

without these leaders his 
so called aspirants are only 
wasting their time.”

Olusola stressed that the 
G 15 have resolved “not to 
be an ingrate like the gover­
nor. We are going to wait for 
the leaders to come out with 
acceptable format that will 
continue to give the PDP 
overwhelming victory at the 
polls in the state.

Nobody will say the 
contributions of the likes 
of Baba (Obasanjo), Baba 
Adinni (Onabiyi), and JMK 
(Martins-Kuye) is nothing 
and will not be reckon with. 
In 2003 and 2007 these peo­
ple spend their money and 
resources to stand by the 
governor, so, is the governor 
saying these leaders are dead 
politically or that they are no 
longer in PDP?”

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

RECONCILIATION 
between Governor Namadi 
Sambo and his predecessor 
Senator Ahmed Makarfi is 
a welcome development 
but the duo should not 
allow hangers on to derail 
the process by promoting 
selfish agenda, Mr Bulus 
Kajang, a facilitator of the 
governor’s re-election in 
southern Kaduna has sug­
gested.

Speaking to newsmen 
in Kaduna, the facilita­
tor said that some mem­
bers of the Makarfi camp 
are already positioning 
themselves to cash in on 
the reconciliation efforts. 
He revealed that some are 
already saying that this is 
their time to become rel­
evant again because they 
have been sidelined in the

politics of Kaduna in the 
last three years.

Recently, the National 
Reconciliation Commit­
tee of the Peoples Demo­
cratic Party (PDP) led by 
Senator Ike Nwachukwu 
came to Kaduna and met 
with both the Makarfi and 
Sambo camps after which 
the governor and his pred­
ecessor embraced each 
other in public. A commit­
tee was set up to harmo­
nise contentious issues on 
both sides and it was given 
two weeks to complete its 
assignment.

Kajang said that his 
group has met with all the 
25 chiefdoms and emirates 
in southern Kaduna in a bid 
to secure a second term for 
Governor Sambo. He said 
that within over two years, 
the Sambo administration 
has constructed a lot of

feeder roads in southern 
Kaduna and completed 
abandoned projects in the 
area. ' '  For the first time, a 
project of N600 million, the 
Madakiya road, was given 
to an indigene of south­
ern Kaduna and that is the 
highest project that has ever 
been located in southern 
Kaduna ", he added.

According to him, 
the facilitators have met 
with the governor over 
the Kafanchan campus 
of Kaduna State Univer­
sity and it will soon take 
off. They advised that the 
Kafanchan campus should 
take off from the tem po­
rary site of the College of 
Education. Kajang said 
that there is a consensus 
in PDP that no one from 
southern Kaduna will 
contest against Sambo in 
2011.

%
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Inside Politic
Obi takes oath for 
second term today
From Beatrice Onuchukwu, 
Awka '

ANAMBRA State gover­
nor, Mr. Peter Obi, will be 
sworn in for a second term 
in office today. The cer­
emony is to take place at 
the Alex Ekwueme Square, 
Awka.

Hurdles for the swear­
ing in were cleared Monday 
when the Election Petition 
Tribunal dismissed a peti­
tion by the Hope Demo­
cratic Party (HDP) coun­
sel, Mike Okoye, seeking to 
stop the Chief Judge of the 
State, Justice P.A.C. Obi- 
digwe, from performing

the inauguration.
Ahead of the swearing 

in, an inaugural lecture 
was held at the Women 
Development Centre, 
Awka with dignitaries 
from Nigeria and abroad 
in attendance.

Also to be sworn in 
is Obi’s deputy, Emeka 
Sibudu, who replaces 
Dame Virgy Etiaba earlier 
dropped by Obi in the run 
up to the governorship elec­
tion.

Obi hails from Anam­
bra Central Senatorial 
Zone while Sibudu is from 
Orumba South in Anambra 
South Senatorial zone.

Tribunal opens hearing against Senator Bagudu
From Ismail Adebayo, Bimin Kebbi

THE Elections petition tribunal sitting 
in Bimin Kebbi yesterday began hear­
ing into the petition brought before it 
by the Democratic Peoples Party (DPP) 
candidate Aliyu Muhammad Sambo 
challenging the eligibility of the Peo­
ples Democratic Party (PDP) candidate 
Alhaji Abubakar Atiku Bagudu to par­
ticipate in the Kebbi Central Senatorial 
bye-election held on the 19h December 
last year. The DPP candidate is seeking 
the tribunal to quash the election on 
the ground that Alhaji Bagudu is not fit 
to offer himself for the election based 
on his alleged conviction for offences 
involying dishonesty, fraud, and money 
laundering in Switzerland, United King­
dom, United States of America, Lux­
emburg, Isle of Jersey, Lichtenstein and 
Nigeria. In the petition, the DPP Can­
didate averred that the first respondent 
Alhaji Bagudu in January, 1998, opened 
a bank account number 615223 with

Banque du Gottardo in Geneva using 
a phony name, Medina, in which the 
sum of 5,790,885 USD was deposited 
between February, 6 and Marcy, 1998. 
The petitioner also alleged that the PDP 
candidate was arrested on 22nd of May, 
2003 in Houston based on an extradition 
warrant requested by Britain from the 
Isle of Jersey and he was detained for six 
months at an American Prison by Magis­
trate Calvin Botley where he paid a bond 
of 500,000 USD on condition that he 
would transfer the said sum and return 
to Nigeria to face charges. It was noted in 
the certified copy of die petition before 
the tribunal that Alhaji Bagudu admit­
ted before magistrate George Zechinn 
in Geneva Switzerland that funds ear­
marked as security votes were diverted 
by the late General Sani Abacha to his son 
Ibrahim Muhammed who later gave it to 
him for safe keeping. Therefore, it said 
that in substitution of punishment for 
the respondent, a fine was imposed on 
him by a competent court in Nigeria and

abroad and he entered into a plea bargain 
with the Federal Government of Nigeria 
and returned various sums of money 
amounting to over seven hundred mil­
lion Dollars (700,000,000.00 USD). The 
petitioner also pleaded that the 285,528 
votes recorded as valid votes by the first 
respondent in the 19th of December 
2009 election be regarded as void, the 
candidate having been disqualified from 
contesting the election on the platform of 
PDP. Counsel to Sambo Barrister Isaac 
Ekpan from James Ocholi Chambers 
urged the tribunal to grant the motion as 
it was supported by four paragraph affi­
davit and a memorandum of appearance. 
Meanwhile counsel to Bagudu, Kanu 
Agabi (SAN) and that of INEC, Barris­
ter Ahmed Muhammed, said they have 
no objection to the motion but prayed the 
tribunal for extension of time to file their 
reply to the petition

Hearing was however adjourned to 
19th March by the chairman of the tri­
bunal Hon. Justice E.N. Kpojime.

Ogbulafor dismisses corruption allegations
By Muideen Olaniyi

NATIONAL Chairman of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor has dis­
missed all corruption allegations 
leveled against him by a group 
known as ‘PDP Integrity Forum’ in 
a published advertorials.

Ogbulafor who spoke through 
his Special Assistant on Media and 
Public Affairs Edmons Chijioke 
Adindu said the ICPC investiga­
tion against him were based on ‘an 
unsubstantiated allegation at the 
heat of the campaigns for election 
into the office of Governor of Abia 
State in 2007.

He said the averment by an 
official of ICPC to the effect that 
the probe is on-going as published 
in the Leadership and The Nation 
Newspapers of March 1,2010, did 
not translate to a proof of culpabil­
ity.

He said the agenda of those 
who raised the allegations against

him in 2007 to stop him from the 
governorship election was the same 
because of the efforts to use the said 
publication as their evidence of his 
misdeed.

He also said the reference to his 
leadership as ‘weak’ is erroneous 
and misleading; saying the National 
Working Committee’s belief in the

tenets of democracy had been mis­
interpreted as weakness.

Ogbulafor’s aide also dismissed 
the notion that Ogbulafor was not 
booted out of office midstream 
when he was the party’s scribe 
saying he resigned from office 
to contest the Abia governorship 
election.

BOOK LAUNCH! BOOK LAUNCH!! BOOK LAUNCH!!!

This is to cordially invite the

G EN ERAL PUBLIC

tothe LAUNCHING
of the book

o f a G E N E R A L
Under the Distinguished Chairmanship of

His Excellency,

GEN. IBRAHIM BADAMASI BABANGIDA, GCFR 
(Former President of Fed. Rep. of Nigeria)

Chairman - General Ibrahim Babangida
Hosts - Excellency - Governor Sokoto State, Aliyu Magatakarda Wamako

Excellency - Governor Niger State, Chief Servant Babangida Aliyu 
. Excellency - Governor Kwara State, Bukola Saraki 

Excellency - Kebbi State. Sa'idu Nasamu Dakin-Gari

Date: Saturday 20th March, 2010 
Time: 11:00a.m. Prompt 

Venue: Shehu Musa Yar'Adua Centre, Central Area, Abuja.

R.S.V.P.

08034739162,07057447454,08080941744, (Author) 

08033345792 (Chairman, CPC} 08037036373, Chairman, L0C, Abuja)

3. Chief Launcher Aihaji Dahiru Mangal
4. Special Guest o f Honour Sen. David Mark (Senate president)
5. . Mother of the Day Minister of Woman Affairs. Hajiya Saiamatu Suleman
6. Book Reviewer Professor MK Abubakar, Kebbi State University
7. Royal Father o f the Day Alhaji lliyasu Bashar, Emir of Gwandu
8. Guest speaker Ex. Sule Bello, Ahmadu Bello University
9. Special Guest Ex. Gov. Bauchi State, Mallam Isa Yuguda
10. Special Guest Ex. Gov. Gombe State, Alhaji Danjuma Goje
a. Alhaji Muhammad Yayale Ahamad SGF
b. All Senators
c. All Members of the House of Reps.
11. Co-launchers

a. All State Governors
b. Ministers
c. Penn Secretaries
d. AH Head o f Parastatals
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TRUST CLASSIFIED
CfllL SOCIETY FOB THE ERADICATION Of TUBERCULOSIS IN NIGERIA I  L O S S  O F  D O C U M E N T
The general public is hereby notified that the above named 
organization has applied to the Corporate Affairs Com truss ion for 
registration under part “C " of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Act of 1990.
TH E T R U S T E E S  ARE:
1, Prof. John tdoko 2, Prof, Dennis ttyavyar
3. Dr. Fatal Bello 4. Arrttoma Oladapo

Dr. Oianrewaju David Otayemi 
Ath, Mohammed Yahaya Sanda 
Dr. Bafeagana Adam s 8, Dr.Onildigbe
Dr, Dalyebu Muhammad 10. Steve Barxte

AJMS A N D  O B JE C T IV ES
1To create a ptatfofiVi through which O S O S  can effectively 
advocate for comprehensive TB  services in Nigeria,
2, To contribute to reducing the TB burden In Nigeria
3,To further strengthen political commitment, increase awareness 
and support from all agencies and organization involved in TB 
control in Nigeria,
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar -  General, Corporate Affairs Commission Abuja within 
28 days of this publication.
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2, MR. CHARLES IA8AVO e * B A » S A  - tffiKmCR 
J. MRS. CHRfSTIAMAH JOKE ASEDOKUN . MEMBER 
A  DEACONESS MASGARET OLVTOMMtlAYO AVEQtHJSt - SECRETARY 
S. MR. ADEBAYO AJEMtKOKO - MEMBER
8, SUTK 0OUNATO AYESffiJSi
7, MRS. REBECCA «ODUPE AU>
8. MRS. MARIAM M M A i

(*j 1) grew* the mmi of C©d Vte»«je
To prtspagat* if* gesgsei of tis® Lar$ Jesys Ovist for ̂  saivatieR $ souis frto 

SesfsKmgsjans.
(cj Ts s»aeh m e&te*te$8d ChrMiars «te.
iaiOrg8m̂ miSŝ ,rBwrt̂ !̂5iaff)̂ Bf«»nĝ wi«Kjs!WsiGn<wtsi*aws.

My to tw mgissratat sheciid be fon**$83 ta the R̂ isirar Ge»aS,
Corporate ASatns Cammism t, P M  420, Ttgrts CresoeM Off Â*yi Irons, Manama, 
A&̂a «̂ hin 2S sf this .

V  PASTOS JAMES Ot. USES AW AYEGBtiSI ■ GEMERAt OVERSEER J
A M IN U  K A N O  C E N T R E  F O R  L E A D E R S H IP  

& D E V E L O P M E N T
This is Iftferrft She ^sncrai p-y&iic fHa? rhe ^b<yY*) F^ur^tsfeorj
has apptkxt to th« Corpatam  Affairs Commission, tar R*gi»trstton under 
part 'C -Of!he Companies arsdAMied »4a«er5Act (CAM AjNo 1 «1990, 
TlHf.TrM.#.te«».«i*.;

1. Aih. SanusiAdoBaijf®ro-{HaWminSMRai»)
Prof, Jerry Qana 
Aih. M.K.Ahm©^ 
Alh N»ssi»riQi>*a

Iw w Bi?!r\ T"wijrw

- C&wSenVssfcin

1 s To pfowol® 
good tas»der#ap of the w ie  MaMam Amtnu Karu

2. To create end develop a vtatole p»»tfonn that « •  promo** a 
pam«s»Wi¥ g8¥em«ras« at a« ieyels of government to «smwie the 
consoiidatsons of <temocra!sc ryle in

3. To better ereste p«b«: o o r t ^ ^ d io s  »»5 the todfis towaftfe conSict resoisilkm sand management.
A ny  obtecStem to m &sir&isan  should b e  forwanjed to the 
Regt*tra:tk>rv<3«fwai, G o fp am m  Affmm C m sm im K M  plot 420  T^gm 
Cm scent qif Ags4yi im m *  Street P  M, 8  108 Majtarrsa,.Atosfim, 2B
<twef«tyM6»ghl}cj»ys t e n  IN# d»i» a l Ihfe ̂ Hiislics^ors^

Y,«l. Dalh«t, E«<|

L O S E  O F  D O C U M E N T
This is inform the general public that die 
original right of occupancy in respect of 
BA/6916 on plot Nos13/16.8 (Ar) situated at 
maikano area bauchi bearing the name 
HARUNA YUSUF MECHAINEC is missing 
sometime in DEC.2009. that all efforts made 
to trace the missing document proved 
abortive if found please contact ministry of 
land and survey bauchi and the 
public to take note.

THIS IST O  INFORM THE G ENERAL PUBLIC OF 
THE ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF CUSTOMARY 
RIGHT OF OCCUPANCY OF PLOT N0.339 
CADASTRAL A07, W U SE II WITH FILE NO, 229 
ISSU ED  BY AG IS BEARING THE NAME JIM 
ISHAYABAKUT IS  DECLARED MISSING.
ALL EFFORTS MADE TO TRACE THE M ISSING  
DOCUMENT PROVED ABORTIVE 
IF FOUND .PLEASE CONTACT FC D A A G IS  OR 
THE NEAREST  POLICE STATION.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Th is is to inform the general public that the landed property i.e
1. Dads G om a Farm  located a Song B/Kebbi-Kaigo road, 

Kalgo  iocal government area Kebbi State with Get O f 
occupancy No. N.W.776.

2. Dads G om a Farm  located at G w am ba irt Bagudo  focal 
governm ent area of Kebb i S ta te .

Both farm s located in Kebbi State Nigeria belong to 
Alhaji Yahaya Sharttafi,

The Property is not for LEASE or SALE. Prospective Buyers, 
C o r p o r a t e  Bodies. Banks & other Financial Institutions 
BEWARE.

S IG N E D  
H O N , H A F tZ  S H A N T A L i 

NO.1 S A R K IN  S H A N U  R O . ,
B IR N IN  K E B B I,  K E B B I  S T A T E  .

{F O R  L A T E  Y A H A Y A  S H A N T A L i FA M ILY )

CAPfiC
The general public is hereby notified that the above named organization 
tras applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, ASuja for registration 
under Part 'C  of the Companies ant! AKet} Matters Act 1990,
TTTiiiim im i
1, Barrister ̂ saac Ugochykwu On«»gbu
2, Of. Benedta&asasti&ai
3, Mr, Christen Ezeaiguba
4, Mrs. France Ezeaguba
5, Mrs, Christy Gtey»
îimaMSMBEtkgas

1, To e8 nd foster £$@¥eiopsi>@nf of Isr̂ ,
Z. To promote art foster csjswiiy tsu Wmg
3. To Of̂ ariiK® sem̂ sers, workshops, ar̂ di puNk; enli t̂enment
4. To pronrte skill ̂ alsison ami self dev^wme«t,
5. To suppcsrt and promote law and capacity development m all its
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to The 
General Corporate Affairs Commission, Ptot 420, Ttgris Crescent, Off 
ApjiyS ironsi Street, Maiaitna. Abt̂ s ws#im 28 days (twenty-eight) the 
dale of publication.

Signed; Ugochukwu Onuegbu Esq 
3, Dentunn Street Kate, Lâ oe.

» 3 3 2 7 1 «

M A D O N N A  C H A R IT Y  F O U N D A T IO N
The general public is hereby notified that the ateve named 
foundation has applied to the Corporate A I M *  CwnmMon, 
Abuja for registration under Part *C" of the Companies and Wised 
Matters Act 1990.
The Trustees are:
1. Linuamary Nnabuife
2. Rev. F R  G a M  Feyisetan
3. Patricia Ugo Nnabuife

1, To propagate t ie  gospel of Christ through Bible study and charity
2, To reacts out and alleviate or solve any charity oriented prob&em 
osfios^^ly and a r̂terrsstlooistly.
3, To have any «trM*#e puflMant to the acf*MMttt« and tot 
enhancement of^iego^oftSiartty,
Any c^eetion Its the r^istraSon stould be forwardwS to The 
Rfecsistiw-Ca&ji&fai Affairs PI01420,' ■ \v . V .. rvi VVt |pV}WtW'fS"?™fw Ww?t ”* “‘wwt'W *( * I'V'X ‘!w*p J. . * V
C r^ c ® ,!t, OR Agusys fror^i Street, Matsima, Abuja v«sin  28 days 
<twe«ty-eight) of t ie  date of p«WfcafcR.

M g n « i:  Bat. TiiayoAfceju 
Nrabuile & Co.

7b, Nsu-Afartogun Str. Ajao Estate. Isoio

LAFIYA JAR I SUPPORT INITIATIVE
"Hie general public »  hereby notified that the above nam ed 
Association ha s  applied to the Corporate Affairs Com m ision 
(C A C ) for registration under part c’ of the Com panies and 
Allied Matters Act of 1990.

T H E  T R U S T E E S A R E ;
1. DR. U S M A N  M A iD U G U -  D A N  IVAN H A D E J IA
2.AJJH,'YUSUF A B O U L R A H A M A N -  IM A M  O F H A D E J iA
3.DR, A B B A S  Y A U -C M O  H A D E J IA  G EN . H O SP IT A L

A IM S  A N D  O B JE C T IV E S :
1, To serve a s  an  instrument of identifying persons who have 
Health problems espedaily those with H IV /A IDS andTB,
2, To provide support and care to people living with H IV/A IDS 
inducting those with TB.
Any  objection to this registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar- General, Corporate Affairs C o m m is io n  Plot 420  
Tigris Crescent Off Aguryi Irons! Street Maitama Abuja within 
28  days of thisLpublicaSoo.
S IN G E D ;  S E C R E T A R Y

C H A N G E  O F  N A M E
i, formerly known as E N O SR L IN E  N N E K A  EG U EJIOFO R, now 
wi^t to be known and addressed a s  M R S  N N E K A  EN O ERL IN E
ECH ETA8U - All former documents remain valid, FC O A  an4 
generat public to take note.

I. formerly known a s M IS S  M A R Y  L U K A  henceforth wish to be 
address as M RS, S IF T  JA C O B  A K ER IG BA , AS former 
documents remain vatid. General public and School of Biblical 
studies, Jos take note.

I, M IS S  O LO TU  M A R C IA  TA IYE  now wish to be called M RS, 
M A R C IA  M O RA Y O  IH EKA IKE , foimer documents resnah 
valid. Generai public to note,

t formerly M IS S  LAMt YAKUBU, now w sh  to be called a s  M R S
I.AM1 G EN T LEM A N  O O G ARA . all former document remains 
valid G ANJUW A L S A  PH C  D EF T  STAFF, General public 
should take note.

I formerly M IS S  O LA D E JO  A B IO L A  M ARYAM , now i wish to be 
called as M R S  O LA N IYA M  ABICH.A M ARYAM , all former 
documents remain valid N.Y.S.C and general public should take 
note,

1, formerly known as Q K E S O L A  JU L IU S  OLAUJ1, now wish to 
be addressed a s  O N Y E B U C H I F R E D R IC K  AD IO N YE. Ail •
former documents remain valid. General public to note.

1, fomeriy known a s  M IS S  N A N A  B O S E  YAKU BU , now wish to 
be addressed as M R S  N A N A  R O S E M A R Y  ACHOI.O. All
relevant documents remain valid. General public to note.

I formerly M  IS S  R O S E U N E  UJU  M A K E L O  rmw wish to be called 
M R S  R O S E L IN E  UJU M G BAKO G U . All former documents 
remain valid. NY$C, Anambra State Untversity UK and General 
ftfbfetekenote,

I, foiroeiiy known as M IS S  M A R IA M  M O O U PE  LAW AL now 
M RS, M A R IA M  M O O U PE  LAW AL, University of Ibedan & N Y SC  
and general public fake note.

I, formerly known as M A R YAM  M A M M A N  M O H A M M ED  now
wish to be called a s  M RS, M A R YAM  SU LE IM AN . All former 
sjocumenta remain valid, General public take rtoto,

I formerly Known as O N U EK W E  N W A N N EK A  C H IBU ZO  now 
wish to be called M RS. M M O N W U B A  N W AN N EK A  CH IBUZO.
All former documents remain valid, N Y S C  and General public to 
note.

I formerly known as B Q S S E  K A YO O E  wish to be (mown as M R S. 
B O S S E  AKtNW UM I M A RT IN 'S . Genera) poblictotake note.

I known as E Z E K IE L  SU N D A Y  wished to be known as E Z E K IE L  
E M M A N U E L  SUNDAY. Fsret Bank and general public to note.

I formerly kn< 
lalied M R S. I

Former known as A B B A  SAT O M I now wish to be called I 
G A N A  AUDU, Alt former document remain valid, and general 
public take note.

1 formerly M IS S  LAD! JO SEPH , now M R S  LAD I K A M ID U  
G A D ZA M A . Alt former document remain valid, general public 
take note.

I formerly known a s  M U H A M M ED  R IKATU  now wish to be M R S  
M A SH AU O IRKZKAT  M O H AM M ED. Former documents remain 
valid Auchi Polytechnic, N Y S C  and general public take note

I, formally known a s  M IS S  SH ITTU A S IA  R O M O K E  now wish to 
be known and addressed as M R S  AY INO E SH ITTU  A S IA  All
former documents remain valid. General public to take note.

I, formerly known a s SU N D A Y  ELO M  OGE, wish to be called 
SU N D A Y  IDEN Y IO G EY. /Ml former documents remain valid. The 
Presidency, University of Abuja and general public to take note.

I, formerly known a s M IS S  M A R G A R E T  E K A E M  UDO, now 
wish to be known and addressed as M R S  T R E A S U R E  K R IST EN
A M O S. Ail former documents remain valid, Abak 
Government Council and general public take note.

called M R S. B L E S S IN G  AOAJl. All former documents remain 
valid, N Y S C  and general public lake note.

I formerly callers H A JA R A  SULA1M AN  G A LA D IM A  now wish to 
be called H A JA R A  H A R U N A  M. S A R K !  All documents 
remained valid, Untmaid, N Y S C  and the general public to note.

I formerly called M IS S  AtSHATU K A B IR  Now wish to be know 
and called as M R S  A ISH ITU  S A U S U  CH INDO, Former 
documents remain vaNd. N Y S C  and the general public take note,

I, formerly know n a s  MISS ASMA'U ABUBAKAR, now  
w ish  Jo be  known an d  add re ssed  a s  MRS, ASMA’U
ABUBAKAR. All former docum ent rem ain vatid. N a ­
tional Youth Serv ice  C o rps, N Y S C  an d  general public to 
note,

! formerly known a s  FATIM A  B A S H IR  B ELLO , now wish to be 
called M R S  FATIMA SU LE IM A N  B ELLO . All former documents
remain valid, N Y SC  and General Pufclie take note,

i formerly M IS S  ELG H O R  A M R EV U  AW H O  now wish to be M R S  
E LO H O R  SH A R O N  M F R E K E  G EO R G E. Ail former documents 
remain valid. General Public take note

1 formerly known a s  M IS S  SA R A H  M A R K U S  now wish to be 
known as M R S  S A R A H  ANJILt. Ail former document remain 
valid, W A C S  and general puMctakenole.

Formerly known as M IS S  S A M P L E  A L A B O  M1EBAKA, new 
wish to be known a s M R S  O P I W ISD O M  M IEBAK A . Ail former 
document remain valid, university of sdence  and technology, 
N Y S C  and general public take note,

I formerly known as B E N S O N  HARU NA, now wish to be called 
B E N S O N  H A R U N A  M A BR A M A . All former document remain 
vaM . university of Maiduguri and general public take note.
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CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
ptMic & fc&sefey shifted tnm sbewe named tern

apples* to m& Corporate Maim £amsNssfcm <tar ftsgtetotion under £»ar? *£? of me 
&trnpsnifigjfflriAttid MB&wsActttf 
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. CH1SFONQGHQ JOSEPH IRHARHAOHSN JP:
2. PROF MRS. R O SE  AZIZA
3. D R  KEHINOE QKUN 0 MO
4. MRS. OGH£&ERQ DIKE E SO
s. dr. Bjsmm uwakata
6. DR  8ERN ATO  A G 8 0 M ?y l« l
6. M R  JO HNSON ONQ6MQ
THE A IM  A N D  OBJECTIVE ARE:
1. T© ©cJaeaSs a<^ z m m  aw areness a n  e R v k « w r^ a i  
gtetMmammg anddimaSa c$mng&.
I. to css?y«?t$0OTpaigJs a$sir*st cfeforaŝ &llon. ̂ se^ifbsiion and fsfersstaSm.
5. Tci SNs
•4. Omffe »h$ ̂ v&ssshjk of H?VVAI0S1 M s i  m $  .

Any «ti$Kg0»  to  & # rsg&tealite* sfcoiM be t&ttMM&MS to  tN* !
Corporate AMms Commisskso, P M  480. ftgrfe € resco .^. O f  &$%* irons* Sfcast, 
P.M.:©, 18&* MaJta*ns< A & ia  wfthin (2§li days from Iho data o f $*te

EUGENE UWA.fiDf ESQ.

OWES SPECIAL CHILDREN DEVELOPMENTAL CENTRE

Tfm i$ to snform 5ha a^arai pttt*ic thai t&e ab«¥» Cergre h«$ app&sd &» 
the OsfporsteAliaifs Ooimrnjss&ss for regssfea^on sardsr pa?t ecHf Ihe GDisspanies 
and aiiied rosters £g$N& 1 <0199*.
The trustees am:
1. NTwof̂ &a Victoria Omfenebe?© 
a.Mr.Josephf^aOlie
3. Mr. Adetete PfcsSfjp Gwoade
4. Mr. Uacaumy Anthony S<*nid*
•S. Mr. Ad&ri^ tktessrs %M$&m 
Aims and objectives:
1. To h«̂ p m tlw&opmy merits! ability o*;hftdt^bted p*$a*.
2, To «&$K*w«r psrssms vsiits spacia? ns«£te firou ^  adî satjon and 
\matimfteemmi mining.
3 To maxim?z® it® abiifttos and potitnfliafe of persons*#Sh spedati needs,
4. To expose the abi&ies in me disafeiSy of parsons wish special needs through 
public gftwreness campaign,
5. To ptem  person « ih  sp se M  naods m •gainful engj&yntent sfSsr s k i

Any ob jedson  to  #s* m g i s t r a t e  should  bo  fbm ardasf to th e  i S s ^ i a r 'G a n a r a l  
C orporate Affairs G am m as ion, 420  Tigris C rescen t, o® Assays fr&nsi S t re e t  
P.M B  198; M anam a, A i x p  v^shin tw e n ly - ^ h l  28  days t o t  ?ho <sete <rf Ihis

Nwoosa V«?tor?a Omsmefeer® 
{Preside?st|

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public of the loss of 
Original Copy of Late Kasimu Usman's Provisional 
Right of Occupancy in resped of Plot No. 37, Old 
Kutunku Compensation Layout issued by 
Gwagwalada Area. The said document is declared 
missing while on transit and all efforts made to trace it 
proved abortive, if found, please contact the nearest 
police station . Alt relevant authorities to note please.

Signed:
Awalu Kasimu 

07033024365, 08056183431

CHANGE OF NAME
This is to notify the general public of the 
change of name ZHAN INSURANCE 
B R O K E R S  L IM IT ED  to ICO NS  
INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED. All 
former documents remain valid. 
NAICOM, NCRIB, Insurance Institutions 
and general public should please take 
note.

L O S S  O F D O CU M EN T
This is notify the general public of the loss 
of original land document with plot no. 676 
Duboyi District, Abuja with file no. 
OY2D54/OS/10308 belonging to Prof 
Bolanle Awe. All efforts to trace the 
missing documents proved abortive. If 
found please contact the Police Station , 
A G IS  note

L O S S  O F D O CU M EN T
This is to inform the general public f the 
loss of original copy of Acknowledgement 
receipt of duly completed application forms 
for land with Old Ref: MFCT/LA/91/IM2086 
updated to EB60174 dated 27/08/91 
be lo n g i n g  to Mrs .  Bea t r i ce  N. 
Ajanwachukwu. All efforts made to trace it 
proved abortive. If found please return to the 
nearest police station. FCDA please note.

TRUST CLASSIFIED
FARMLAND FOR SALE

A farmland of 50.757 Hectares or 125.42 Acres situated 
at Bukuru Village in Chikun District Chikun Local 
Government Area Kujama. Kaduna state is for sate. 
Interested buyer should please contact Mr. P. Aneke at 
the address indicated below:
No. 8A. Kabaia Close. Gobarau Road. U/Rimi G.R.A  
Kaduna.
Or ca»; 08035868671,
PR ICE:- N 9m8Nors - Negotiable

Signed:
A B D U L K A D IR  ATTA

L O S S  O F D O CU M EN T
This is to inform the general public that the original 
Certificate of O ccupancy N O  1C of O 
LKN/CON/RES/82/181 Situated at No 7 katsina 
road in Fagge Local Government of Kano State 
belonging to Ibrahim Abubakar Mohammed of No 
118 of Hotoro Qtrs Yargada Line Ltd, Sold to 
him by Alhaji Sani Musa is declared Missing, all 
effort to trace it prove abortive. Kano state Ministry 
of Land and physical planning should take note.

L O S S  OF DO CU M EN TS
This is notify the general public of the loss 
of Land Acknowledgement. In respect of 
file no IM 20424 belonging to Mrs 
Blessing Anuii Nwagbo. Ail effort to trace 
the document's proved abortive, if found 
contact any nearest police station, AGIS, 
FCT, FCDA please note.

ASSETS IKULTifllEHS M B  GROWTH CONCEPTS LIMITED 
QLUMUYiWA BASIRU & CO. (CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANTS)

We wish to notify all our esteemed customers and 
clients that our Company/and Firm is currently teeing 
some hiccups which was triggered by the recession in 
the capital market We therefore crave your indulgence 
to give us a little more time to recover our assets and 
investments in order to be able to get back to full 
operations and pay all your entitlements.

We apologize 
caused you.

the inconveniences we must have

Signed: 
Oiumuyiwa Bashiru 
Managing Director

AUCTION! AUCTION!! AUCTION!!!
This is to inform the general public that there will be 
public auction sales of unserviceable vehicles in 
Federal Ministry of Education at F.ST.C. Ohanso, 
F.G.C. Wukari, Ft,S. Enugu. Correction of omission 
on the publication of March 5, 2010 an the public 
auction Owerri.
Date is 18a of March, 2010.
Time is 10.00 am,

SIGNED.
Benneth E, Okeb 

08134178838

C A PST O N E  LIFE FOUNDATION
This is to inform She general public that the above named 
Foundation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for 
registration under part c of ifte companies and allied matters act 
Ho. t of 1990.
The trustees are:
1, Rev, Em ma Peace Awom
2, Christian® Ashefor
3, Sylvester Zamije te h e te
4, vmrwi OtfcMueAnoti*
Aims and objectives.
1. To care for orphans and vulnerable children irs the society.
2. To tight and prevent the spread of H IV  and A ID S
3. To join In the campaign for (he tola) eradication o? malana.
Any objection to the registration shoufd be forwarded lo the 
Registrar-General. Corporate Affairs Commission, 420 Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198, Maitama, Abuja 
within t**enty-ei§ht 28 days from the date o? this publication. 

Signed:
Favour O, Nduagutte  

08030968333 
(Solicitor)

I, formerly known a s  S Y L V A N U S  A U G U S T A  N N EN N E , now 
wish to be addressed a s M R S .  E Z E  A U G U S T A  O S IA G A E R I
AH former documents remain valid, General public to take note.

; I, formerly known and addressed  a s  M IS S  U E O M A  
B L E S S IN G  UKPAI, w ishes to be addressed a s  M R S  U E O M A  
B L E S S IN G  O KO . Genera! public take note.

i *!, fomterfy O N Y E O M A , H A N N A  C H IN W E, now wish to be 
called M R S  U C H E C H U K W U , H A N N A  C H IN W E, All former 
documents remain valid. Ebonyi State University. N Y S C  and 
general public take note

^formerly known a s  C O R N E L IA  A D A O B IO K O U E ,  now wish 
to be known a s C O R N E L IA  A D A O B I A N O S tK E , All former 
documents remain valid. M T E L  Abuja and genera! public to 

; take note,

I. formerly known a s  M IS S  M A U R E E N  A N E N E  O SU Z O K A ,
now  w ish  to be  called M R S .  M A U R E E N  A N E N E
O G W U G H A R A .  All form®- documents remain valid. General 
public lake note.

I, formerly known a s M IS S  A D D !  B iU K lS U  O H U N E N E, now 
wish to be known a s  M R S  M U ST A P H A  B IL IK IS U  O H U N E N E.
All former documents remain valid. N Y S C  and the general 

; public take note. ^

I, formerly M IS S  DtNATU M IC H A E L ,  now M R S .  D5NATU J O B
A L A M B A .  All former documents remain vaiid. N Y S C  and 
general public take note please.

I, formerly known a s M IS S  TAB tTH A  M A IO O D O , now w ish ?o 
be known as M R S. T A B IT H A  H A B IB A  LEO . All former 
documents remain valid, F.M.W.A &  S  D, and general public 
take note,

I, formerly known a s M IS S  F R A N C IS C A  C H IO M A  O TU IBE .
now to be called F A V O U R  C H IO M A  O N U IG B O , Ail former 
documents remain valid. N Y S C  and public take note.

I, formerly known a s  O K A F O R  N O N S O C H U K W U  R O S E ,  now 
wish to be known a s  O B IK A  C H IN O N S O  R O S E  M ERY. /Ml
former documents rema in valid. Gen eral public take note.

I, formerly known a s  M iS S  L A R A i B U L U S  JA ZO M , w ish to be 
henceforth known a s  M R S  L A R A I U S M A N  AN TO . Alt former 
documents remain valid. General public to note.

I, formerty O Y IN L O L A  T O L U L O P E  O Kfi, changes to 
O Y IN L O L A  T O L U L O P E  A D E G U N . All former documents 
remain valid. Public la te  note.

t, E L IZ A B E T H  U F Y E N T IR IM A M A  A R E N T A ,  w ish to be called 
and addressed a s  E L IZ A B E T H  D A V ID  A K A W U . All former 
documents remain valid, N S U K  and general public should take 
note,

I . formerly known a s  D R . IJ E O M A  C H IK A  O P A R A , new wish to 
be known and addressed a s  DR. (M R S )  U E O M A  C H IK A  
C H IB U O G W U , All former documents remain valid, University 
of Abuja and general public to note. !

I, formerly known a s  M IS S  S A L A W U  O M O B O L A  GANIYAT,
now w ish to be called M R S .  Y U S U F F  O M O B O L A  GANIYAT.
Authority concerned and general public should take note.

I, formerty T H E R E S A  A M A K A  N N O R O M  w ish to be known a s 
T H E R E S A  A M A K A  E C H E N D U . All fotmer documents remain 
valid. University of Nigeria, Nsukka, N Y S C ,  NUT and general 
public to take note.

i, formerly know n a s  M I S S  R O S E M A R Y  A W O J O
O G E D E G S E  now w ish to be addressed a s  M R S  R O S E M A R Y  
E J E J U R U  All former documents remain valid. Oceanic Bank 
take note.

I, formerly known s s  C H R IS T Y  O.J. JO N A H  now w ish to be 
k n o w  a s  T E S S  Y  C. J E R O M E  A B  AH. M S C D C  late note

i
I, formerly known a s  M A R Y A M  AM A ]ZO Z£  A N G U L U  now wish 
to be known a s  M R S  M A R Y A M  L A A 'Z A R U S  AD I. All former 
documents remain valid

I  formerty known a s  S U N D A Y  E L O M  O G E  now wish to be 
known a s  S U N D A Y  (DENY! O G EY. All former documents 
remain valid. The Presidency, University of Abuja and general 
public to take note.

I, form erly M IS S  E L IZ A B E T H  C A L E B  now  to be ad d re ssed
a s  M R S  E L IZ E B E T H  K W A ’L A  IDAH. All former documents 
remain valid. General public Sake note.

i, formerly known a s O C H A L A  U N EK W U , now wish to be 
addressed a s  O D IB A  U N EK W U . All former documents remain 
valid. Kogi State University, the general public take note.

I, formerly known a s A Z IZ A T  O L A iD E  R A H M E N , now w ish to 
be known a s  A Z IZ A T  O L A ID E  W A K IL I All former documents 
remain vaSd, General puM e  to note,

I, formerly known a s  M IS S  M A R Y A M  K1DAJI, now wish to be 
addressed a s  M R S  M A R Y A M  M U H A M M E D  A B U B A K A R .  All
former documents remain valid. General puM ic take note,

I, formerly known a s  M iS S  E M E M  N T A  O K O N  now w ish to be 
called M R S  E M E M  J O S E P H  M U SA . All former documents 
remain valid, general public note.

t
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SUPER Eagles tactician Lars Lagerback will be go ing to Europe to look for players that would help him prosecute the World Cup

Adepoju: Nigeria still has good local players
By Orkula Shaagee

FORMER Super Eagles mid-

day played down the 2-0defi- 
cit suffered by Eagles Team B 
against Mena of Niger in an 
African "Nations Cham pion­
ship qualifier last Saturday, 
saying Nigeria still parade good 
players on the local scene.

Adepoju, who started play­
ing for the senior national foot­

ball team as a local player with 
Julius Berger of Lagos, also said 
the Eagles will tu rn  the table

clash in Kano next week.
He believes that the team’s 

woeful showing in Niamey was 
as a result of lack, of cohesion 
occasioned by late preparation, 
adding that if the team blends it 
would become one of the forces 
to reckon with in the Cham­
pionship.

Besides, the 3SC of Ibadan 
General Manager urged people 
not to write off the team con- 

\.Vy&V N.e.-jcrrv pVsjva.'g 
away has the disadvantage of 
playing against eleven players 
on the pitch and thousands of 
soccer fans in the stands.

“We should be patient with 
this team, we should not write 
them off based on this result. 
They played away and we all 
know that a home team always

have the advantage of enjoying 
huge support from the fans, 
and this could be one of the

“Nigeria can still boast 
o f good players on the local 
scene, but the team has just 
"been assembled and the players 
need enough time to blend into 
a strong side to face the rest of 
Africa”, Adepoju stated.

O n w hether the coaches 
also share the blame for the

failure of the country to raise a 
strong home-based team to vie 
for honours in the continent, 
N&epoya pop\x\aiYy Yaiown as 
H eadm aster said he believes 
in the ability of the coaches to 
deliver.

“1 don't th ink  the coaches 
are the problem, they are doing 
their best and like I said earlier, 
they need little time to turn  
the boys into a wining team”, 
he said.

Allow Lagerback to sink
or swim -Galadima

drop some players based on the 
fact that they are bench warm­
ers in their clubs is wrong. The 
man has been employed because 
his employers think he is tech­
nically and tactically competent 
to handle the team. If that is the 
case, then the issue of who is to 
represent Nigeria in South Africa 
should rest squarely on the Swede.

“It is completely the respon­
sibility of the coach to go round 
looking for good players that can 
help him prosecute his assign­
ment. If he is allowed to do that 
without any interference, he will 
be able to take responsibility for 
whatever result the team brings 
home at the end of the day.

“Some of the players that we 
might think are not good enough 
to represent Nigeria in our own 
estimation, may be good in the 
estimation of the coach. That is 
why we should allow him to pick 
players that he thinks can help 
him deliver the goods,” Galadima 
reasoned.

He, however, saw nothing 
wrong in suggesting some names 
of good Nigerian players scattered 
across the globe to the coach for 
consideration, saying such will 
go a long way to help the coach, 
who does not have enough time to 
comb everywhere for good play­
ers, succeed.

“We should have confidence 
in the man we have employed to 
take our team to South Africa. 
That does not mean that we can­
not suggest some names of good 
players to him. But going to the 
extent of saying one player is a 
bench warmer and should not 
have a place in the team to South 
Africa is unacceptable and tanta­
mount to lack of confidence in the 
Swede” the Kano-born football 
administrator said.

By Ibraheem A. Fatai

ERSTWHILE Chairman of the 
NFA, Alhaji Ibrahim Galadima, 
has called on Nigerians to stop 
dictating to the Super Eagles 
coach, Lars Lagerback, on players

to include or drop from his team 
to South Africa.

Speaking to Trustsports in an 
interview yesterday, Galadima 
said Nigerians should allow the 
Swede to take whoever he thinks 
is good for the team to South

Africa, saying doing so will make 
the new coach take the blame or 
praises for his action at the end of 
the Mundial.

According to him, Lagerback 
should be allowed to take vital 
decisions like the one relating to

selection of players, adding that 
Nigerians should learn how to 
trust a coach after employing him 
based on his level of competence 
and mastery of the game.

“A situation whereby some 
Nigerians call on Lagerback to

PIC: AFOLABI SOTUNDE
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Agassi apologises for mocking Sampras
■1  was out of line' *  .. ^
ANDRE Agassi admitted he was 
“out of line” and apologised for 
poking fun at Pete Sampras dur­
ing a charity match on Monday.

Agassi and Sampras» were 
wearing microphones during the 
match, and the crowd at Indian 
Wells Tennis Garden in Califor-

*You know how 

fast Americans 

speak, and i am 

Spanish, i didn't 

understand

nia could hear an exchange that 
started lighthearted but turned 
testy

At one point Sampras mim­
icked Agassis pigeon-toed walk, 
which drew laughs from the 
crowd.

Then Agassi chided Sampras

for being stingy. In his book, 
Agassi criticised Sampras for 
being a poor tipper.

Sampras responded with 
a high, hard serve that forced 
Agassi, who was partnering 
Rafael Nadal, to duck. Both 
Agassi and Sampras were smil­
ing, but neither showed up at the 
post-match news conference.

“It was out o f line,” Agassi 
told ESPN.com.

“It was inappropriate. We 
were all having fun. I was trying 
to be comedic. I went for it and 
it fell flat. [Sampras] didn’t really 
roll with it. I’ve texted Pete to ask 
him if I can apologise in person.” 

“The joke fell flat and I’m 
sorry,” he added.

“My hope was that the night 
was still enjoyable.”

Nadal was asked about Sam­
pras and Agassi after his Monday 
night match.

“Everybody told me after 
the match what’s happened, but 
during the match, you know 
how fast Americans speak, and I 
am Spanish. I didn’t understand 
nothing,” he said.

A capacity crowd of 16,100

KAFAEL Nadal, Andre Agassi, Roger Federer, and Pete Sampras at the Hit for Haiti Charity tennis event 
recently.

filled the stadium for the Hit The event helped raise Sim  the earthquake-ravaged island
for Haiti fundraising exhibition. (£660,000) to aid relief efforts in nation.

We are a leading Nigerian Non-Governmental Organisation and one of the leading 
public health NGOs implementing programmes for improving Reproductive Health, 
HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria prevention, care and treatment, etc. We offer 
professionals opportunities for career advancement, a good working environment 
and competitive remuneration. As a resuit of growth in our organization, we seek 
applications for Position of Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist in our Tubercuiosis 
(TB) project based in Abuja:
Specific Responsibilities:
• Assist in the design, implementation and supervision of monitoring and 

evaluation activities for TB control activities at the LGA and State levels with 
primary focus on the community-based activities.

• Coordinate and provide technical assistance for the implementation of M&E 
activities for the TB project at the LGA and states levels and strengthen 
community involvement and participation in TB activities.

• Work directly with the implementing partners (community-based 
organizations), LGA PHC coordinators, LGA TB supervisors, to facilitate the 
implementation of high quality M&E system for TB care activities

• Work closely with other staff to ensure synergy relevant to the implementation 
and documentation of the TB activities at the local government level.

• Develop, review and ensure correct implementation of the TB M&E plan as a 
subset of national
M&E plan.

• Ensure that M&E strategies are implemented according to plan
• Develop and/or adapt, monitor the use of and inform necessary modification to 

M&E tools.
•• Support timely and accurate data flow, and prepare and review reports from 

sub-recipients, program staff, etc.
Qualification
Preference will be given to candidates with MBBS and MPH with a minimum of 5 
years experience, including 3-5 years experience in Monitoring and Evaluation in an 
NGO environment. A sound knowledge of statistics, computer literacy and 
experience working with local partners, including local NGOs and CBOs. and 
knowledge of the local context.
General Instructions: The salary attached to this position is competitive. 
Applications should include cover letter and comprehensive Curriculum Vitae 
including 3 referees, one of which must be current or last employer. AH applications 
must reach email address below within one week of this publication. Applications 
that do not comply with the above instructions will be disqualified. Only shortlisted 
applicants will be contacted.

bu m mvfadetutu@vahoo.com 
a kinwum ie2QQ2@yahoo.com

A G C O  M A S S E Y  F E S G U S O N  C fa C H ^ O ff

BEEN DUPEDP
If you just bought a M a sse y  Ferguson branded tractor model 240, 260, 
375S or 385 and didn’t buy itfrom Dizengoff... then you have been. 

Following increased complaints from custom ers about lack of support, 
AGCO, the owner of Massey Ferguson along with Dizengoff fee! 
compelled to warn all potential custom ers who care about Agriculture in 
Nigeria that illegal imports of MF badged units from Pakistan come:

• W ith NO authorized after-sale support, or warranty
from Massey Ferguson/AGCO.

• Not compliant with the original MF specification, with 
a high percentage of parts completely redesigned and 
manufactured in Pakistan.

* No direct MF/AGCO involvement in the Pakistan re­
design, manufacture or quality control processes.

♦ Consequently, with high probability that spare parts will 
not be available.

* illegally exported from Pakistan and technically second­
hand. 

These low budget models are MF only in name and have never been 
tested or approved for African conditions - recognized amongst the 
toughest in the world.
If you have been duped or are unsure whether you are about to purchase 
a genuine MjjjjroducLbuilt to work a lifetime in Nigeria, please call 
Dizengoff on UMiKMiiHltlM to learn more.

Massey Ferguson Tractors - Ceadtiw the Way in %'iaerwiAjpkuttwre^ j
N H t f Q R a .  msemiim. m, m,
Mt mmm,« » ?  ?4mm mask ***&&?

mailto:mvfadetutu@vahoo.com
mailto:ie2QQ2@yahoo.com
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NIGERIA PREM IER LEAGUE

Congress 
dissolves 
NPL board

THE Congress of the Nigeria 
Premier League (NPL), has dis­
solved the football body’s board 
and mandated the secretariat 
to take charge of organising the 
league.

The congress unanimously 
took the decision to terminate 
the boards tenure at its meeting 
which ended in Abuja on Mon 
day night.

The NPL manages the Nige­
rian Premier League, called the 
Globacom Premier league in 
which 20 clubs are currently 
playing.

The board was elected into 
office for a four-year tenure on 
March 15,2006.

A new board was expected to 
be inaugurated on March 16 for 
another four years.

However, an election sched 
uled for March 3 and March 4 
and later postponed to March 
10 and March 11 could not hold 
because of a court injunction 
stopping it.

taken this new 
)sition after 

: options 
were presented 
before it m

Malam Alhassan Yakmut, 
NPL Executive Secretary, con­
firmed the boards dissolution 
after the meeting.

"T h e  congress has taken 
this new position after three 
options were presented before 
it.

One was for a tenure elon­
gation that would have kept the 
board till whenever the elec­
tions are held but it was rejected.

The second choice was 
for an interim board to run the 
affairs of the league but this was 
also rejected when it was put to 
vote.

' 'The third was for the sec­
retariat to run the affairs of the 
league and after a tie of 9-9 
when it was put to vote, it was 
later accepted,” he said.

Yakmut said the secretariat 
would immediately swing into 
action to ensure it did not fail in 
the assignment.

"T here  are no problems 
about the secretariat manag­
ing the league. It is a matter of 
the congress having confidence 
in it and we will not fail in this 
regard,” he said

Yakmut, who is also the sec­
retary of NPL Electoral Com­
mittee, said the election would 
take place as soon as the pend­
ing court order is vacated.

The congress was attended 
by 18 of the 20-member clubs 
with Heartland FC of Owerri 
and Zamfara United FC of 
Gusau absent

Two horse race in NPL
By Ismaila Lere

IT’S slowly but surely becoming 
a two horse race at the top of the 
Nigeria Premier League this sea­
son.

Powerhouse Enyimba FC and 
former champions Kano Pillars 
have build a solid lead at the sum­
mit as the battle for the champion­
ship crest gathers steam.

Enyimba beat third-placed 
Kwara United 2-0 for an excited

club boss Felix Anyansi-Agwu 
to declare the Aba outfit are on 
course to claiming their sixth 
Nigeria Premier League title.

Enyimba, league kings in 
2001,2002,2003,2005 and 2007,. 
stayed on top with 44 points from 
23 matches, while Kwara remain 
in third position on 39 points.

Former youth international 
midfielder Daddy Bazuaye set 
the tone for this crucial home win 
after nine minutes before Atanda

Sakibu made the game safe for 
the ‘people’s elephant’ in the 80th 
minute.

Kwara striker Ukeyima 
Akombo saw red in the 75th 
minute for a second booking after 
he tried to retaliate a foul against 
him.

“With this win, I believe we are 
set to reclaim our league crown,” 
said Anyansi-Agwu.

“It was a good game as well 
as a good result, even though we

DADDY Bazuaye set the tone for Enyimba's 2-0 win over Kwara United.

would have hoped for an even 
better result. But you can’t expect 
too much against a good team like 
Kwara.”

Kwara coach, Justin Tenger, 
admitted the better team on the 
day won.

“Enyimba played well and 
deserved their victory. However, 
we remain in the race to play on 
the continent next year,” said 
Tenger.

Second-placed Kano Pillars 
kept up the pressure on leaders 
Enyimba after they came from 
behind to beat struggling Sharks 
2- 1.

It was a keenly contested 
match with even Pillars coach, 
Salisu Yusuf, saying victory could 
have gone either way.

Pillars have thus recorded 42 
points from 23 matches, while 
Sharks are back at the basement 
of the table with 25 points.

Gomo Onduku fired Sharks in 
front after eight minutes through 
a powerful blaster from 30 metres, 
before league, hotshot Ahmed 
Musa combined with Solomon 
Okpako to draw the home team 
level on 26 minutes.

Musa then netted his 14th 
goal of the season through a 90th 
minute penalty after goal-bound 
Gambo Mohammed was brought 
down inside the box.

Warri Wolves displaced 
Enugu Rangers in 
fourth spot after they 
beat visiting Gombe 
United 1 -0 as Rangers 
lost 2-0 at Niger Tor- 

adoes. Both teams 
re tied on 38 points 

'with Warri Wolves 
enjoying a better goal 
difference.

In other results, 
Dolphins beat Zam­
fara United 2-1, 

Shooting Stars held Wikki to  a 
goalless draw in Bauchi, Sun­
shine Stars pipped Ocean Boys 
1-0, Kaduna United were 2-0 
winners over Lobi and Bayelsa 
United defeated Ranch Bees 3-1.

Okardi, three others banned
FOUR Lobi Stars players have been 
banned for one year each for attack­
ing a referee on Feb. 28, according to 
Alex Urnoru, the Media Officer of the 
Nigeria Premier League (NPL).

Umoru said in Abuja that the four 
players were also fined N200,000each.

He said the punishment was 
imposed by the Disciplinary Commit­
tee of the Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) for the attack on referee Kola- 
wole Akinwale from Oyo State 

The week 21 league game was 
played on Feb. 28 at the Aper Aku Sta­
dium, MakurdL

' 'Theplayers, whoarebeingpun- 
ished for attacking referee Kolawole 
Akinwale of Oyo State, are Hingir 
Son, George John, Blessing Okardi 
and Umar Zango.

”  The punishment was as a result

of their attack on the referee after their
0-1 home loss to Enyimba Interna­
tional FC of Aba in a week 21 match 
on Feb. 28 at the Aper Aku Stadium in 
Makurdi,” he said

The match in question was played 
behind closed doors and that the NPL 
had earlier placed the affected players 
on indefinite suspensioa

Umoru said Lobi Stars would con­
tinue to play their home games behind 
closed doors until the N1 million fine 
earlier imposed on the Makurdi side 
was paid

Lobi Stars were earlier ordered 
to play their home matches behind 
closed doors after their fans attacked 
match officials in their week 11 game 
against Heartland FC of Owerri The 
game, played on January 10, ended
1- 1.

Zamfara Utd loses player
BARELY 24 hours after Endur­
ance Idahor and Alili Galadima 
were buried in Benin and Kano 
respectively, Zamfara United 
player Kayode Irekperu died on 
Sunday night in Gusau.

Irekperu, 23, died in  his sleep 
at his club’s camp while some of 
his team mates were away to Port 
Harcourt for a League fixture.

Zamfara United General 
Manager Shehu Gusau said that 
the player had visited the Fed­
eral Medical Centre earlier in 
the day where he was treated for 
malaria but died soon after.

“He came back from church 
on Sunday m orning and com­
plained that he was not feeling 
well.

“O ur team doctor had trav­

elled to Port Harcourt with the 
rest o f the team, so he went to 
the Federal Medical Centre, 
where he was seen and given a 
prescription for malaria.

“He came back, took his 
medication and lay down, but 
never woke up,” Gusua said. “I 
had never even met him  before 
as he has not played any game 
for us ”

Irekperu, according to Gusau 
is half brother to former Super 
Eagles goalkeeper Ike Shorunmu.

“I didn’t even know until Ike 
called me as they were making 
arrangements for his buriaL”

Irekperu was taken to Lagos 
on Monday morning and bur­
ied later that day according to 
Islamic rites.
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Obaseki faces probe
OYUIKI Obaseki’s tenure as 
chairman of the Nigeria Pre­
mier League expired on Mon­
day night, and following the offi­
cial dissolution of his executive 
committee, NPL sources said a 
far-reaching probe of his tenure 
will be carried out in the com­
ing days.

Obaseki and his board mem­
bers battled long and hard at a 
meeting that lasted way past 
midnight to secure an exten­
sion of their tenure, pending the 
election of a new executive com­
mittee, but met steely resistance

from the management of the sec­
retariat, led by Executive Secre­
tary Alhassan Yakmut.

In the end, they were forced 
to back down and will now face 
an investigation into their man­
agement of the body’s finances.

Allegations of financial 
impropriety have been whis­
pered in the corridors of the 
NPL, and extensively reported 
by a national daily, but no steps 
had been taken by the NPL to 
investigate the charges.

A top member of the NPL 
secretariat however said that all

expenses will now be audited.
“An instruction will be sent to 

the bank this morning to furnish 
us with all documents signed by 
Obaseki during his time, as he 
was the only one who approved 
all expenses.

“We will also look into the 
allegations of N50 million retain- 
ership for a lawyer, and how the 
broadcast rights were awarded 
to Total Promotions rather than 
directly to the broadcaster.” 

Additionally, the NPL would 
also stop paying the rent for 
Obaseki’s house in Abuja when

it runs out this year, and the sala­
ries of his domestic staff, includ­
ing driver, cook and others.

However, Executive Secretary 
Alhassan yakmut said that will 
not be the case, at least for now.

“The secretariat is not in a 
position to carry out anv audit of 
the past board’s finances, espe­
cially as it is not the end of year.

“All we can do is run "he 
league until a new executive 
committee is appointed. If they 
decide that there is a need to 
carry out such an audit, it is 
entirely up to them.”

Okoro, Azeez

call-up
HEAD Coach John Obuh has 
listed 21 players to appear in the 
camp of the national U-20 men’s 
team, Flying Eagles, as he kick- 
starts the preparations for next 
year’s African Youth Champion-

§ i Nigeria will play 
the winner of the 
preliminary fix­
ture Togo/Guinea 
in the first round 
of the qualifying 
race

ship.
The qualifying series for the 

final competition, slated for Libya, 
will begin in August, and Obuh to 
camp the same set of players with 
whom he won the silver medal at 
the FIFA U-17 World Cup Nigeria 
2009.

Goalkeepers Paul Danjuma, 
John Felagha and Amos Izu- 
chukwu top the list, with defend­

ers Fortune Chukwudi, Aliyu 
Mohammed Goyi, Aigbe Oliha, 
Jacom Mgbam and Kenneth 
Omeruo also called.

Others are midfielders 
George White Agwuocha, Abdul 
Ajagun, Ramon Azeez, Olaitan 
Otubanjo, Eddy Onazi, Deji 
Joel and Obinna Okoro, as well 
as strikers Terry Envoh, Stanley 
Okoro, Sani Emmanuel, Omo 
Ojabu, Olanrewaju Kayode and 
Edafe Egbedi.

Nigeria will play the winner 
of the preliminary fixture Togo/ 
Guinea in the first round of the 
qualifying race, with the first leg 
scheduled for Nigeria in the third 
week of July.

Coach Obuh said yesterday: 
“I want these players to start 
reporting in Abuja by the m orn­
ing of Wednesday, 17th March. 
Anyone who fails to show up will 
be forfeiting his opportunity of 
making the team”.

NFF Assistant General Sec­
retary (Technical), Coach James 
Peters added: “All the players are 
expected in camp. Whoever fails 
to show up will be kissing good­
bye to national team football, and 
we’re very serious about this”.

ST A N LE Y  O ko ro  is a m o n g  tho se  invited to the F ly ing  Eag le s cam p  in 

p repara tions for the A frican ju n io r cham p ion sh ip s.

Adeyemi-Wilson cool on indoors outing
FOLLOWING the IAAF World 
Indoor Championship in Doha, 
Qatar, ex-president of the Ath­
letic Federation of Nigeria, Engi­
neer Oluyomi Adeyemi-Wilson 
has reviewed the form of Nigeria’s 
three athletes.

He noted during a telephone 
interview with brilafm.net from 
Doha that Peter Emelieze and

Ogho-Oghene Egwero were 
laudable in the 60 meters semi 
finals, but agreed that Blessing 
Okagbare, who won the female 60 
meters and long jump at the US 
indoors, also last weekend, could 
have made a huge difference.

“Nothing went wrong for 
Nigeria in Doha, because two 
of them were in the semi-finals.

Those that ran in the final did not 
run what the two of them ran in 
the semi final.

“The other boy was even left 
at the block. But, seeing any Nige­
rian in the semi final at that level 
is good. When 6.48 seconds is 
used in winning, we know what 
we’re talking about.

“At the same time, a Nigerian

won in the United States on the 
same weekend, and everyone is 
wondering why she could not go 
to Doha.

“She could not go because the 
competition was on the same day, 
but we should remember that in 
Angola she only got to the semi 
final,” the track and field guru 
submitted.

Lifters 
ready for 
Egypt
AHEAD of the Youth Olympics 
weightlifting qualifiers in Egypt, 
Nigeria Weighdifting Federation 
technical director, retired Navy 
Captain Babatunde Adedimeji 
says they are ready to travel.

Adedimeji said in an interview 
with brilafm.net that the lifters are 
prepared in the best way, but said 
they will have to await NSC dope 
tests before traveling out.

' “We are supposed to leave by 
Friday. The camp is still on and 
we are going to Egypt with our 
youth team.

“The only thing is the dop­
ing that will be carried out by the 
National Sports Commission on 
the lifters.

“We hope they will carry out 
the doping early this week. If they 
do that, we’ll be ready to go,” the 
erstwhile naval officer stated.

Lagerback
visits
Nigerian stars 
in Europe

NIGERIA coach, Lars Lagerback, 
has embarked on a tour of Europe, 
where he will meet up with the 
country’s top stars ahead of the 
World Cup in June, officials have 
disclosed.

“Lagerback has returned to 
Europe, where he will visit our 
players in Europe in view of the 
World Cup in South Africa,” 
said the secretary-general of 
the Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), Bolaji Ojo-Oba.

“I plan to speak to as many 
players as possible in Europe 
because my target is to ensure 
that the best players play for the 
Super Eagles at the World Cup,’ 
said Lagerback.

The former Sweden World 
Cup coach is expected to visit 
recuperating striker Ikechukwu 
Uche as well as Obinna Nsofor of 
Malaga in Spain. He will also get 
in touch with Nigerian players in 
Italy and England.

Officials informed that Lager- 
back’s first game in charge of 
Nigeria will be in the middle of 
April, when the Super Eagles 
travel to Pyongyang for a friendly 
against another World Cup 
bound-team, North Korea.
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TiGER W oods has been seen practising with his 
coach, Hank Haney
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Re-Genocide on the Plateau: The way out

L
ast week’s column on the last round of what seems 
to have become routine massacres on the Plateau 
elicited a torrent of mobile phone texts - 215 in 
all from readers of The Nation - and a few emails. 
As usual many of them were downright abusive. 
Several, however, were civil and provided food for 
thought on how to deal with the issue. Below are a few of those 

reactions, some of them edited for grammar, punctuation and 
space.

Sir,
I would like to start by saying that I never miss an oppor­

tunity to read you on the back page of the Nation Daily on 
Wednesdays. I have found most of your contributions to be pro­
fessional and balanced. Sometimes though, I perceive a certain 
slant when issues have to do with religion and ethnicity. By this 
I mean that your bias tends towards protecting things Islamic/ 
Hausa /Fulani. I cannot say that I blame you entirely, because I 
find that most human beings will be more favourably disposed 
towards their own.

With regards to the Genocide on the Plateau, I would like 
to share a few things. You seemed to be somewhat displeased 
with the banner headlines that followed the counter genocide 
in Jos last Sunday. You were not too pleased that in January, 
when it appeared that Muslims were on the receiving end of an 
attack by “rampaging youth”, the media appeared not to give too 
much publicity to that particular event. This, you posited, was 
as a result of the media being “instinctively hostile” to Muslims. 
The question we should really be asking ourselves is ....why 
does this appear to be so?

From my little knowledge of religious upheavals in Nigeria, 
it does seem to me that a greater percentage of them have been 
initiated by Muslims. Unfortunately, I do not have at my finger 
tips all the dates and instances when this has occurred. Nobody 
from the Muslim side has ever really refuted these allegations 
effectively. I do not know all the tenets of Islam, but I am dead 
certain that tolerance is one of the pillars. Mohammed, with 
all due respect, can you say in general that we have seen a par­
ticularly tolerant Islamic community in Nigeria? I must qualify 
that by saying Northern Nigeria. It appears that the Muslims 
of Northern extraction seem to get along better with non Mus­
lims when they are outside the North. This of course is my 
personal opinion. I suggest that the media and people at large 
have become weary and impatient with the way and manner 
Muslims have conducted themselves in this country.

I perceive that you do not really like the terms “settlers” 
and “indigenes”. Quite frankly, neither do I but unfortunately, 
we as a country have operated a blighted or flawed federalism 
and this is an issue that we had all better start to deal with. 
Who is a settler? When does a settler cease to be a settler? We 
are all witnesses to the Ife/Modakeke conflicts. They have their 
roots in this same issue and both groups are from the same 
ethnic group. Here I may tend to agree with you that the Jos 
crisis is not totally about religion. They have roots in resources 
(economic), sadly because the protagonists can be divided into 
two broad camps i.e. Muslim and Christian, religion has been 
thrust to the fore and.it will be extremely difficult for anyone 
to convince otherwise.

Sadly, the Jos issue as with most conflicts in this country has 
never been professionally dealt with. In conflict studies, there 
is something called a conflict tree. What most people see of the 
tree is the foliage. However, there is a trunk which supports that 
foliage and there are roots from which the trunk has sprung 
forth. In order to understand the essence of that tree, the roots 
must be unearthed. In the Jos conflict, we must get to the roots 
or real issues and stop dealing with the manifestations. The con­
flicts have their roots in history and surely we cannot discard 
our history. This however, is what we have done as Nigerians. 
We have, for reasons best known to us avoided the real issues. 
Attempting to wish them away as it were. You know what hap­
pens? The issues just mutate and manifest in a different way. So 
what may have been an issue between pastoralists and farmers 
possibly over land, has become largely, an ethno-religious mat­
ter. The panels and the probes will yield nothing until we begin 
to professionally analyze, interpreted and where necessary, map 
out the conflict. It goes beyond panels consisting of retired and 
serving generals, retired/serving jurists and other “eminent” 
Nigerians to bodies manned by proven academics histori­

ans, sociologists, conflict managers, psychologists and the like.
Mediation teams manned by trained personnel will provide 

an avenue for all the aggrieved to have their say. The beauty of 
this is that the solutions as to how these incessant conflicts can 
be stopped will come from the people themselves. There is a vast 
difference between what the government thinks that the people 
need for peaceful coexistence, and what the people must have. 
We must act fast on the Plateau, for already; the Early Warning 
Signs of another reprisal are in the offing.

Mazino Obaro Ikime,
Ibadan.
Sir,
1 have read with pains your many articles on Jos and your 

religious sentiments expressed therein. I am pained not because 
I practice a different faith from yours but because I share the 
same profession with you and I expect I should consider you a 
senior colleague. But your dispositions on all issues have denied 
you of such honour and respect.

You have lost your steam as a good journalist. No wonder 
you have become the errand boy of the likes of the discredited 
IBB and co.

Let me remind you that the hatred you have demonstrated 
against Jang and his people have fallen short of an objective 
journalist and your commentary on the pages of newspapers 
has only exposed you to hatred because you should know the 
dysfunctional effect of the media if I may remind you again.

Please have a second thought on what you write.
Steven Kwande.
Sir,
For the first time ever since I have been reading your col­

umn, I didn’t feel like wringing your neck. Then it occurred to 
me the attackers were not Hausas but Fulanis. In any case well 
done for saying the truth.

Ola James,
Lagos.
Sir,
Your article has truly hit the nail right on the head. The 

problem on the Plateau is simply FAILURE OF GOVERN­
ANCE. Jang is arrogant, know-it-all, but very incompetent and 
a curse on Plateau. Three years into his government he has not 
commissioned any old or new project that is even the size of a 
pin, other than being at “war” with every other Plateau man and 
other ethnic groups. In Pankshin he only inspected on-going 
LGA road project and not commissioned anything!! Even those 
of us his kinsmen, the Beroms, walk the street of Plateau with 
our heads down and in shame for his non-performance and 
promoting ethnicity, vindictiveness, etc, at the expense of our 
future generation. He is good riddance to bad rubbish and we 
pray he goes soon for a lasting peace.

Fom Dung-Gwom,
Jos.
Sir,
I would want to commend you for calling the killing of the 

Beroms last Sunday Genocide. That is exactly what it is! While 
the January 17 crisis saw people of all faiths and tribes killed, 
this was targeted at a particular race. I also agree that the crisis 
in Jos is political and economic than religious.

You made mention of how Jos was peaceful before now, so 
what went wrong? The creation of Jos North, which the Hausa/ 
Fulani have claimed was created for them, is the root cause 
of the crises that have rocked Jos. I also agree that the solu­
tion lies more with the leaders and the structure of our federa­
tion. We need to revisit the residual issues of our land. We need 
state police to enforce state laws and allow states control their 
resources and collect their VAT or Sales Tax. Then we can hold 
the governors who are the chief security officers of their states 
responsible for any breakdown of law and order.

H. Pam,
Jos.
Sir,
Going by the way you single out Governor Jang as the per­

petrator of the Jos crisis makes me believe you Hausa/Fulani 
would prefer a lily-livered coward who will be cowed up and 
surrender to your expansionist tendencies. Jang is God-sent 
to the good people of Plateau and no amount of evil plan can 
change that.

Dave, Warri.

SPORTS
REPORT

Chelsea ousted by 
Eto'o sucker puncn

Mourinho yesterday made a winning 
return to Stamford Bridge as Inter 
Milan knocked Chelsea out of the 
Champions League.

The Italians outplayed the home side and were 
rewarded when Samuel Eto'o latched onto a chipped 
pass from the superb Wesley Sneijder and fired home.

Nicolas Anelka missed Chelsea's best chance with 
a scuffed close-range shot.

But the Italians were a constant threat with Diego 
Milito and Thiago Motta wasting chances before 
Didier Drogba was shown red for a clash with Motta.

In the other Round of 16 game played yester­
day, Russia's CSKA Moscow overcame Spanish side 
Sevilla go through to the quarter finals with a 2-1 
victory on the night and 3-2 on aggregate.

Woods returns to 
golf next month

Tiger Woods said 
Tuesday he will 
return to golf 
next month 
at the Masters, end­

ing a four-month hia­
tus brought on by a sex 
scandal that shattered his 
image as the gold stand­
ard in sports.

“The Masters is

where I won my first 
major and I view this 
tournament with great 
respect,” Woods said in a 
statement. “After a long 
and necessary time away 
from the game, I feel like 
I’m ready to start my sea­
son at Augusta.”

The Masters begins
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