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FG to withdraw case

After 9 hours'grilling...

Fl-Rufal
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pe charged to
courttomorrow

By Boco Edet

AGENTS of the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) yester-
day grilled former Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) Nasir el-Rufai for
over nine hours at its head-
-quarters in Abuja. The
grilling centered around
what EFCC was his failure

££ Itwas

EFCC declared the former minister wanted

in 2008.

He was released on administrative
bail at a few minutes past seven yesterday
evening and was told to appear before a
Federal High Court in Abuja tomorrow,

where charges have been

the first filed against him and 11
time since 2007 °"e®
Ime since El-Rufai, who was

TRUST ISABURDEN *

to account for N32 billion that EFCC laid given a 10am appointment,
proceeds accrued from the its hands on the  arrived at EFCC headquar-
sale of federal government ex-minister ters a few minutes to the

houses and lands during his
fouryear in office.

hour in a black Mercedes
Benz Jeep with Registration

Itwas the first time since 2007 that EFCC
laid its hands on the ex-minister, whowas in
self-exile for more than two years and only
returned to the country last Saturday. After
he spurnediseveral invitations by the agency,

Number BB417MKA, clad in white caftan
and spotting a red cap. He acknowledged
the presence ofjournalists with a wave and
was ushered in to meet EFCC s Director of

Continued on page 5
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Ex-governors call
for two-party system

PHOTO: FELIX ONIGBINDE

FORMER FCT Minister Nasir el-Rufai (middle) departing from the premises of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes Commission in the company of the commission's opera-

tives in Abuja yesterday.

2011: Shekarau endorses Takal

From Rugayyah YusufAliyu, Kano

THE political temperature in Kano State
in the run up to the 2011 elections was
raised several degrees yesterday when
Kano State Governor Malam lIbrahim
Shekarau threw his weight behind his

Obasanjo fires
back at CAN

Page 2

Commissioner for Local Governments
Alhaji Salisu Sagir Takai to fly the ruling
All Nigeria Peoples Partys (ANPP) flag in
next year’s polls.

Shekarau had received and addressed
thousands of ANPP supporters who paid
him avisitatthe governmenthouse to sup-

Business

RMAFC chairman and 24 others
will vacate office on May 12, after

completing their tenure

port Takais gubernatorial bid. He said the
gathering implied that ANPP in the state
is united, saying there is no doubt that the
party will win the 2011 general elections.
Although Malam Shekarau refrained
from saying he endorsed Takai’s candidacy,
he received the party men enthusiastically

Digest

tists have found out

Meeting a beautiful woman can
be bad for your health, scien-

and he repeatedly chanted, “Kano sai wa?”
[who will rule Kano?] and the crowd kept
jubilating and shouting, “Sai Takai!” [only
Takai],

Shekarau also thanked them for their sup-

portand urged them to be law abiding. He said

Continued on page 5
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The PDP yesterday asked AC to
face its own problems instead of
asking Ogbulafor to resign


http://www.dailytrust.com

|2 NEWS

DAILY TRUST

Obasanjo fires
pback at CAN

From Nahimah Ajikanle, Lagos

FORMER President Olusegun
Obasanjo yesterday said leaders
of the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN) need counselling
and deliverance.

Obasanjo was reacting to asser-
tions by the Christian leaders on
Monday condemning him over
his comment that even Jesus
Christ cannot conduct a free and
fair election in Nigeria.

The former president spoke
to journalists at the Presidential
Wing ofthe Murtala Muhammed
Airport in Lagos.

Obasanjo said, “God will
deliver them too because they also
need deliverance.”

The former president who was
dressed in a white striped Jacarde
with a tan brown gold striped cap
kept reporters waiting while they
sought his opinion on the state of
the nation but only commented

on CANS reaction to his com-
ment.

On the speculations that he
was backing Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan to contest in
2011, he simply laughed, turned
his back and asked, “Do you see
me backing Good luck? Is he on
my back?” He boarded a black
jeep with registration number
C914-EKY and was driven away.
He was on his way to Ghana but
was asked to change his aircraft.

Police kill dreaded Ondo armed

From Adewale Giwa.Akure

THE police in Ifon, headquar-
ters of Ose Council Area ofOndo
State yesterday killed one Kola, an
armed robbery suspect popularly
known as “Oddiah”

Several other people sustained
various degrees of injuries in the
ensuing fracas.

Daily Trust gathered that the
deceased, was reportedly killed
by the police during a gun duel

Kogi implements whitepaper on crisis in

THE Kogi State government has
commenced the implementation
ofthe white paper on the crisis in
Ebira land, the Commissioner for
Information Dr Tom Ohikere has
said.

Ohikere told newsmen in

between him and the police when
they invaded his hide out after he
was fingered in a robbery case
involving a popular woman in
Ifon, called Madam Titi or “iron
lady.”

Sources said the woman was
robbed of a large amount of
money and other property by a
gang ofarmed robbers in her res-
idence on Monday and she later
reported the case at the Ifon Divi-
sional Police office and named

Lokoja yesterday that the move
was to find a lasting solution to
the crisis in the area.

According to him, govern-
ment has commenced the ban-
ning of masquerade outing in
Ebiraland in line with the recom-

Kola as one of the suspects. But,
in an attempt to arrest Kola yes-
terday, he allegedly opened fire on
the police while the police officer
retaliated and killed the suspect
during the ensuing gun duel.
The situation aggravated
when a notorious group in the
town called “One million boys”
launched an attack on Madam
Titi, accusing her of using the
police to intimidate suspected
political opponents under the

mendations of the white paper.
The law banning masquerades
came into being during the first
civilian administration in the
state. Ohikere said government
had equally granted permission for
the setting up ofa vigilance group

The Christian Association of
Nigeria had Monday condemned
former President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo over his recent comments
that even Jesus Christ would not
be able to conduct undisputed
and credible elections in Nigeria.

CAN said it was unfortunate
that a person ofthe former presi-
dents standing who had benefited
immensely from the wonders of
God would blasphame the Lord
Jesus Christ.

robber

guise of robbery attacks. The
group set ablaze two houses
belonging to the parents of
Madam Titi, beat her up and
drove her siblings out of the
town.

Police Public Relations Officer
(PPRO) of the State Police Com-
mand, Adeniran Aremu, who
confirmed the incident to our
correspondent in Akure, said the
command was on top of the situ-
ation.

Ebiraland

to check questionable movements
and behaviors, especially in Okene
and other suburbs. He said hames
of identified persons who were
behind the crisis had been submit-
ted to the security agents.for neces-
sary action. (NAN)
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Commissioner
directs closure
of 2 schools

THE Delta State government has
directed the immediate closure of
two private schools in Arhagba-
Okpe and Ogwashi-Uku in Okpe
and Aniocha South Local Gov-
ernment Areas respectively.

Mrs Juliet Agoba, the Com-
missioner for Basic and Second-
ary Education, gave the directive
yesterday while monitoring the
ongoing WAEC seiyor certificate
examination in the local govern-
ment areas. Agoba said that the
oclosure of the schools —Deeper
Knowledge Secondary School,
Ogwashi-Uku and Arhieru Sec-
ondary School, Arhagba-Okpe,
washbecause'' the schools operate
in un-conducive environment”.

She explained that the schools
had no students in junior school
oneto three and senior schools one
and two, yet they had more than
enough students in SS 111, describ-
ingthe schools as miracle centres.

Agoba added that the era of
impunity was gone and advised
those interested in running pri-
vate schools to ensure that they
complied with the rules as stipu-
lated by the ministry.

The commissioner said it was
wicked and criminal for anybody
who valued education to keep
children in an unhealthy envi-
ronment as places for educational
pursuit.

She therefore, directed the pro-
prietress of New Hope Second-
ary School, Ogwashi-Uku and
the principals of Igun Secondary
School, Igun and Arhagba Second-
ary School, Arhagba-Okpe, to fur-
nish her office with their schools’
registers. This, she further said,
was with a view to explaining the
discrepancies in the enrolment
sheets for SS 11 and SS 111. (NAN)

Three injured in
Lagos NURTW fracas

From Benjamin Auta, Lagos

THREE persons including one
of the factional leaders of the
National Union ofRoad Transport
Workers (NURTW) were injured
in Mushin, Lagos State yesterday
over abatde for superiority at Post
Office bus stop in the area.

Reports said the faction headed
by one Kamoru Akano and the
other by one Toba who is also a
land speculator clashed when
drivers refused to support Toba
over his right at the Post Office
bus stop.

Mr Kamoru Akano who tried
to interfere was macheted by one
of the factional members which
caused the fight.

This led to a free for all and
one person was shot in the but-
tocks while others sustained inju-
ries. Passersby and motorists were
not spared as windscreens of cars
were also smashed by hoodlums
who took advantage of the situa-
tion at the area. Confirming the
incident, the police spokesman in
the state, Mr. Frank Mba said only
three persons were injured in the
fracas as the police also recovered
apump action rifle.
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EX-govs want two-party system

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar &
Turaki A. Hassan

FORMER state governors visited
the National Assembly yesterday
calling for the scrapping of the so
many political parties and a revert
to the two-party system.

Ten former governors, under
the banner of Former Governors
Forum (FGF), told the Deputy
Senate President and chairman
ofthe Constitution Review Com-
mittee Senator Ike Ekweremadu
that “The present multiparty sys-
tem is too unwieldy to be able to
promote a self-sustaining demo-
cratic polity.”

The former governors were
received by Speaker Dimeji
Bankole at the House of Repre-

sentatives.

The former governors include:
Alhaji Adamu Aliero (Kebbi),
Dr. Peter Odili (Rivers), Senator
Ahmed Makarfi (Kaduna), Prince
Abubakar Audu (Kogi), Alhaji
Abdullahi Adamu (Nasarawa)
and Senator Kabiru Gaya (Kano).

Others are: Senator Ahmed
Sani Yarima (Zamfara). Former
Lagos State Governor BolaTinubu
was represented by Senator Olor-
unnimbe Mamora. Former Edo
State Governor, Lucky Igbinedion
is chairman ofthe FGF.

Former Akwa-Ibom State gov-
ernor Obong Victor Attah who
spoke on behalf of the governors
said “A two-party system offers a
su pe)gior form ofelectoral democ-
racy.

“The PDP has become the only
dominant national party because
of the inability of other parties
to grow beyond their regions or
states.

The present system where
most parties in the country do
not exist beyond their registra-
tion certificates does not create an
effective opposition, which is the
bedrock ofdemocracy,” he added.

The forum lauded the position
ofthe Senate on independent can-
didacy saying it will enable can-
didates to contest elections under
clear and reasonable conditions.

They however frowned at the
Senates proposal allowing for
cross carpeting saying “Besides
its destabilizing tendencies, the
abuse of the process of cross-

carpeting is creating a crisis of
confidence within political par-
ties. It is destructive and bad for
party politics for a candidate that
is sponsored by a political party
to wantonly and whimsically
dump that party to pursue selfish
and personal interest in another
party,” the governors added.

The former governors called
for a “modified open ballot sys-
tem with all the attendant proc-
esses which was used during the
1993 elections considered as one
ofthe most free, fair and credible’
elections in the history of elec-
tions in this country. The present
open secret ballot system is sus-
ceptible to manipulation by rig-
gers.”

Responding, Ekweremadu
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PEOPLES Democratic Party chairman Vincent Ogbulafor (centre) arrives at the Federal High Court, Abuja, yesterday.

Judiciary workers'strike stalls Ogbulafor's trial

ByJohnChuksAzu

THE trial of the National Chair-
man ofthe Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Prince Vincent
Ogbulaforand four others.over
alleged corruption was yester-
day stalled by the strike action
embarked upon by judiciary
workers.

Prince Ogbulafor arrived at
the FCT High Court Abuja, pre-
sided over by Justice Ishak Bello,
around 0915hrs in company of
the partys Publicity Secretary
Prof Rufai Alkali met a barri-
caded court premises following
the industrial action.

The .PDP chairman, who
looked calm and composed at
the court premises, severally
asked one of his legal counsels,
Amaechi Nwaiwu (SAN), “I hope
I have responded to the court’
summon?” to which the lawyer
nodded in agreement.

Ogbulafor described the strike
action as “very unfortunate,” and
insisted that he would not resign
except he is found guilty.

Also billed for arraign-
ment along with Ogbulafor on
a 16-count charge by the ICPC
for allegedly awarding fictitious
contractsworth N104 million are:
former Secretary of the National

Economic Intelligence Commit-
tee (NEIC) Emeka Ebilah and
former Director of Budget Imple-
mentation in the Federal Minis-
try of Finance Emmanuel Bosah.
Others are Henry Ikoh and Jude
Nwokoro.

Ogbulafor was alleged to have
used his position as state minis-
ter for special duties and head of
NEIC, set-up to verify debts owed
local contractors, and connived
with the other accused persons
to float three fictitious compa-
nies, with which they perpetu-
ated the fraud.

Meanwhile, judiciary workers
under the aegis of Judicial Staff

Iwu to hand over to Kaugama today

By Abbas iimoh

THE former chairman of the
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) Prof. Mau-
rice lwu will formally hand over
today.

It is however unclear to who
the former INEC chairman will
hand over to. There were however
reports that lwu will hand over to
INEC Commissioner, Informa-
tion and Publicity, Barr Phillip
Umeadi Jnr while others say the

commissions secretary Abdullahi
Kaugama will take over.

lwu was asked to proceed on
terminal leave by Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan.

A source told our reporter last
night that Kaugama, the Chief

Union of Nigeria (JUSUN) are
protesting the non implementa-
tion ofthe Consolidated Judici-
ary Salary Structure (CONJUSS)
which they said was earlier agreed
upon with the government.

Publicity Secretary of the
union Marwan Mustapha said
N21, 000 minimum wage, reha-
bilitation of courts nationwide,
allowances as part of pay pack-
age, and pension scheme are
some of their demands earlier
agreed upon with the govern-
ment on October 22, 2009. He
said the strike will continue
indefinitely until the issues raised
are resolved.

Administrative and Account
officer ofthe commission, should
take over in acting capacity.

The National Commissioner
Information and Publicity of
INEC, Barrister Phillip Umeadi
Jnr. has assumed office as the act-

said the FGF was late in declaring
its position on the constitution
amendment, saying “I wish your
visit had come earlier.”

On the two-party system
being canvassed by the former
governors, Ekweremadu said “It
is against the constitution which
guarantees freedom of associa-
tion.”

Atthe House of Reps, Speaker
Dimeji Bankole *told the former
governors that the House is con-
sidering reducing the number of
political parties in the new elec-
toral Actunder review.

He disclosed that, the leg-
islators are working to amend
the Electoral Act to correct the
impression that “election should
be ado, or die affair.”

FGto
withdraw
case against
Ribadu
today

By Atika Balal

THE Federal Government will
today withdraw a case ofnon decla-
ration ofassets it instituted against
former Chairman ofthe Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) Nuhu Ribadu.

Ribadu was asked to appear
before the Code of Conduct Tri-
bunal (CCT) in Abuja for alleg-
edly failing to declare his assets as
required by the Code of Conduct
for public office holders.

Three sittings ago, former
Attorney-General of the Federa-
tion (AGF) Adetokumbo Kayode
orally applied to withdraw the
case but the acting Chairman of
the tribunal Justice Murtala Sani
advised the prosecutor to formalise
the application for withdrawal for
proper documentation at the next
sitting ofthe tribunal.

Dr. J. O Olatoke had told the
tribunal that his application for
withdrawal had nothing to do with
a new application Counsel to Rib-
adu intended to file before tribunal
seeking that the case be struck out.

He said withdrawal of the case
was the decision ofthe former AGF
who on assumption ofduty as AGF
reviewed the cases on ground and
directed that it should be with-
drawn.

ing chairman of the commission,
on the grounds that he isthe most
senior officer in the commission.

Barr Umeadi had also claimed
that lwu did not hand over to him
because he (Iwu) was not comforta-
ble with him as his acting successor.
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Buhari
ANPP

By Abbas Jimoh & Abdulmutallib
Abubakar

GENARAL Muhammadu Buhari said he
reluctantly left the All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP) because the party’s leadership was
fond of observing the rules of the party in
the breach to the disaffection ofthe follow-
ers.

Buhari, former Head of States and
presidential candidate of the All Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP), spoke yesterday in
Abuja at the formal launching of the four-

point agenda of the Congress of Progres-
sive Change (CPC) and the first expanded
National Executive Committee (NEC) ofthe
party. “I must say that I left ANPP, reluc-
tantly because important decisions that
should go through the right processes were
taken without recourse to the party rules. |
couldn cope with that,” he said.

Buhari said he would never compro-
mise on discipline, adding that he wants
to be president to restore sanity back to the
system, adding that 2011 elections must be
free and fair.
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| resigned from
reluctantly

“Having served as amilitary administra-
tor of a state, Minister of Petroleum, Head
of State and Chairman of Petroleum Trust
Fund (PTF), I am into politics on peoples
demand and to address injustice. I hate sys-
tem being subverted. 1 dont like indiscipline
and | like when systems are being respected,”
he said. Buhari, the chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the CPC, assured members
of the party that the leadership would be
guided strictly by the party’ constitution
and warned members ofthe party that they
should prepare for service as there is no

money to be shared in CPC.

National chairman ofthe party Senator
Rufai Sani Hanga, in his speech, called on all
pro General Buhari movements, groups and
associations to formerly fuse all their activi-
ties into the mainstream of CPC in order
to have synergy and clear focus. The four-
point agenda of the party are institutional
reform and strengthening; Infrastructural
development and rehabilitation; economic
reform and diversification; and provision
of adequate security and enhancement of
social service to the citizenry.

PIC: OLADIPUPO ODUNEWU

From left: Deputy Governor of Delta State, Prof. Amos Utuama, Edo State Governor Adams Oshiomhole, Lagos State Governor Babatunde
Fashola, Borno State Governor, Alhaji Ali Modu Sherriff and Kaduna State Governor Namadi Sambo at the 2nd Lagos State Summit on

Climate Change 2010, yesterday.

NUJ barred from
N/Assembly over FOI bill

ByTuraki A. Hassan

THE Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) was yester-
day prevented from getting access into the National
Assembly to protest the non-passage of the Freedom
of Information Bill (FOI).

Speaker Dimeji Bankole waited for the NUJ entou-
rage at the arcade in vain and left for his office and
later delegated Rep Abike Dabiri-Erewa (AC, Lagos)
to meet with the NUJ national president Comrade
Mohammed Garba outside the main gate to the com-
plex. Rep Dabiri-Erewa said that the House was now
more committed to the passage ofthe FOI bill asmore
members are now better informed about the relevance
ofthe bill whiclj is to deepen democracy.

“The Speaker was ready to meet and receive the
NUJ personally. He had been waiting for you and he
had to delay the plenary for more than 15 minutes,
he asked me to stand for him and gave the assurance
that the parliament is now favourably disposed to pass
the FOI bill.

Comrade Garba called on the lawmakers to pass
the FOI bill, saying, “There was no reason for anybody
to entertain fear that its passage will create problems
for the'nation or expose persons to any undue attack
or scrutiny from the media. He said in countries where
such laws exist, journalists are least in percentage of
those asking for information. “Our plea therefore
is for our lawmakers to take the bull by the horn, by
passing this important bill into law in this legislative
calendar,” he said.

MDGs: Reps to sanction
MDAs over N136bn projects

By Turaki A. Hassan

The House of Representatives said it will sanc-
tion Ministries, Departments and Agencies that fail
to implement the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGS) projects approved in the 2010 appropria-
tion Act.

Chairman House Committee on MDGs Rep.
Saudatu Sani (PDP, Kaduna) said this during a
meeting between the committee and the MDAs at
the National Assembly in Abuja yesterday.

She lamented that with just five years to 2015
which is the target year given set by the United
Nations (UN), Africa and Nigeria are lagging
behind in the implementation of the projects
despite huge monetary allocation by government.

“Any attempt to frustrate the implementation
of projects and programmes of the MDGs will be
sanctioned this year. We owe Nigerians a duty to
serve them,” she said.

“Over the past ten years, we had cases ofMDG
funds being returned to the federation treasury due
to non-implementation ofthe budget at the end of
each fiscal year as unspent funds. We cannot have
unspent funds when our children are roaming
the streets begging; when our children are out of
school; when our pregnant women kept dying as
a result of poor or non-availability of healthcare
services. This is certainly unacceptable to the par-
liament,” she added.

Senior Special Assistant to the president on
MDGs Hajiya Amina Az-Zubair was represented
by Alhaji Imam Umar.

Constitution

amendment:
Sdeass
By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate has constituted a
seven-man panel to harmonise
its position on amendment of
the Constitution with that of the
House of Representatives.

Both chambers have passed
various amendments to sections
of the 1999 Constitution and the
House of Representatives is also
expected to set-up a similar panel
for the purpose ofharmonization.

Senators in the panel are: Dep-
uty Senate President Ike Ekwer-
emadu (Chairman), Senators Vic-
tor Ndoma-Egba (Cross River),
Mahmud Kanti Bello (Katsina),
Mohammed Mana (Adamawa),
Olorunimbe Mamora (Lagos),
Abubakar Sodangi (Nasarawa)
and Osita lzunaso (Imo).

The two chambers disa-
greed on issues of leadership in
a 44-man Constitution Review
Committee forcing each cham-
ber to conduct the exercise inde--
pendently

UN endorses
Nigeria's
peacekeeping
centre

By Misbahu Bashir

THE United Nations has
approved  the Nigerian
Army Peacekeeping Centre
(NAPKC) in Jaji, Kaduna State,
as global training centre.

The Director of Army Pub-
lic Relations Brigadier Gen-
eral Chris Olukolade said an
Accreditation Certificate for
the centre will be presented
to the Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Lt Gen Abdulrah-
man Bello Dambazau in New
Yorktomorrow at an occasion
being put together by the UN
Headquarters.

He said the accreditation
which represents a formal
endorsement of the quality of
training in the NAPKC will
qualify the Centre to manage
the UNSY training activities
and efforts in the promotion
of peacekeeping all over the
world.

Nigeria is the first country
1to be accorded such recogni-
tion and it stands to receive
assistance in terms of logistics
support for its training pro-
grammes.

The NAPKC is now
empowered by the UN to
train potential peacekeepers
at the expense ofthe request-
ing countries

The NAPKC at present
runs structured peacekeeping
courses for Military Observ-
ers, Command and StaffOper-
ations Skills, Train-the-Train-
ers, and Pre-deployment train-
ing for officers and soldiers as
well as other courses.

Since its inception as the
Peacekeeping Wing (PKW)
of Infantry Centre and School
in 2004, the centre has trained
over 13, 000 Nigerian Army
Officers and soldiers for vari-
ous peace support missions
across the globe.

Nigeria is currently the
fourth largest troops contrib-
uting country to UN peace
support operations all over
the world.
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Nigerian Air
force woos
Investors

ByMisbahu Bashir

THE Nigeria Air Force has asked
indigenous investors to establish
aviation engineering industries in
Nigeria.

Chiefofthe Air Staff Air Mar-
shal Oluseyi Pitinrin made the
assertion ata press briefing on Air
Expo 2010’ tagged ‘Enhancing
Nigerian Air Force capabilities
through private sector partner-
ship”in Abuja yesterday.

He said defence and aviation
sectors can fully develop in Nigeria
when indigenous industries that
could excel precision engineer-
ing, aircraft manufacturing and
maintenance are established.
“The establishment of aviation
engineering industries will reduce
<cost of aircraft maintenance done
abroad as well as enhance the
defence capabilities,” he said

He said the exposition which
will hold between May 11 and 14
will feature the display of NAF air-
crafts as well as unveiling of new
ones.

Local and foreign industries
will showcase their products in an
exhibition while seminars and cer-
emonial parade will also be held.
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FROM right: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Aliyu Idi Hong, representing Acting President Good-
luck Jonathan with Togolese President Faure Gnassingbe at his second term inauguration ceremony in

Lome, Togo on Monday.

Danjuma-led c'tteesubmits interim report

By Mohammed S. Shehu

THE retired Lt. Gen. T. Y Dan-
juma-led Presidential Advisory
Council yesterday submitted its
interim report to Acting Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan during
a closed-door meeting which
lasted ten hours at the Presiden-
tial Villain Abuja.

Receiving the report,
Jonathan promised to take the
report seriously and implement

key recommendations.

The council was inaugurated
in March to advise the govern-
ment on policy direction and
implementation in areas of
economy, security, infrastruc-
ture, power, electoral process,
fight against corruption among
others. Speaking to newsmen
atthe end of meeting, Danjuma
said the recommendations were
many and the committee needed
time to present them properly.

“We looked at infrastruc-
ture, economy, social sector,
security, anti-corruption, elec-
toral reform, rule of law, civil
service reform and power,” said
Danjuma, who declined to give
insight into the recommenda-
tions.

On how they will ensure the
implementation of the report,
Danjuma said, “We in Nigeria
are very good at formulating
policies; it is always the imple-

mentation that is the problem.

The responsibility for imple-
mentation is the executive, we
are advising the acting president
and that question should be
directed at Mr. President.”

He said the acting president
has promised the committee that
those aspects ofthe recommen-
dations that are implementable,
would be implemented and that
he would will set-up committees
to take actions.

El-Rufai to be charged to court tomorrow

Continued from page 1’

Operations Steven Otitoju, who
was heading the interrogation
paneL

In the over nine hours’ session
with the operatives, el-Rufai was
allowed to say his prayers within
the premises ofthe Commission at
2.08pm, at 4pm and again at 7pm.
Hiswife also brought lunch to him
at3.10pm.

Chairman of EFCC Mrs. Far-
ida Waziri was not in the office up
until the close of work at 6.00pm.
Daily Trust learnt that she deliber-
ately avoided her office so as not
to interfere with the case. She was
spotted at the State House, inter-
mittently receiving phone calls
from operatives who were updat-
ing her on the interrogation.

A senior official who did not
want to be named said at the
onset, el-Rufai refused to cooper-
ate with investigators, insisting on

the presence ofhis lawyer, but after
his request was granted he began to
respond to questions.

His spokesman Muyiwa Adek-
eye said the ex-minister told oper-
atives that the land matter is sub-
judice as it is the substance of the
Federal Government case against
him, a matter in which hearing
continues before Justice Bello on
Thursday, 6 May 2010. He also
reminded the EFCC that he has
sued the agency, the Federal Gov-
ernment and other parties over the
often repeated N32 billion issue.
He said El Rufai also obliged the
request to assist the investigators
with background on the subjudice
matters.

The spokesman said, “Mallam
El Rufai looks forward to a robust
defence of the spurious charges
pending in a court. He will also
vigorously advance the cases he
has instituted against various par-
ties, including Federal Govern-

ment agencies.”

“The formal interview ended
around 1.30 pm, after which El
Rufais former chief of staff ful-
filled all the bail conditions. EFCC
was still holding him as at 6.45 pm,
pending final approval of the bail
by the EFCC chairman,” the law-
yer said.

Another suspect in the investi-
gation who was at the EFCC offices
yesterday was the General Man-
ager of Abuja Geographic Infor-
mation System (AGIS) Ismaila
Iro, one ofthe 11 accused persons,
including el-Rufai, facing an eight
count charge before a Federal High
Courtin Abujabordering on abuse
of office, corruption and gratifica-
tion.

El-Rufai is also being investi-
gated for allegedly allocating lands
owned by the Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN) and
Nigeria Postal Services (NIPOST)
to his family members.

He returned to Nigeria last
Saturday after having been on
self-exile for nearly two years and
said he intended to go into active
politics.

The ex-Minister through his
spokesman said yesterday the alle-
gations the former minister’s law-
yer had said on Monday that the
allegation of unaccounted funds
against him had been reduced
from N32billion to N 1.6billion, but
this was denied by EFCC’ spokes-
man Femi Babafemi, who said the
initial case had not been changed.

Also spotted at EFCC offices
yesterday was sacked Oceanic
Bank managing director Mrs.
Cecilia Ibru, who went in at 1lam,
registered her presence at the secu-
rity post and left ten minutes after.
Daily Trust gathered it was part of
a routine visit in connection with
the ongoingtrial involving her and
otherbank executives before a Fed-
eral High Court in Lagos.

SEWS

2011: Shekarau
endorses Takal

Continued from page 1

the party leadership will always
protect their rights through
ensuring that the mandate of
the state is given to the peoples
choice.

Shekarau further reminded
the supporters ofthe need to vote
for credible candidates for all
positions in the 2011 general elec-
tions. He also urged them to keep
campaigning for general support
for the party in the coming elec-
tion and beyoncj.

Also speaking, leader of the
delegation Alhaji Musa Illiyasu
Kwankwaso who is the state’
Commissioner for Rural Devel-
opmentpledged supportto Takai’s
candidature by all commissioners
in the state.

Present at the gathering were
31 out ofthe 44 local government
chairmen of the state, who indi-
vidually declared their support for
Takai and said itwas in obedience
to the state governor.

Alhaji Salisu Takai has been
a very close associate of Malam
Shekarau for many years. Hewas a
two-time chairman ofTakai Local
Government and Commissioner
for Water Resources, before he
was redeployed to Local Govern-
ments. His apparent endorsement
by the governor yesterday was at
the expense of the Deputy Gov-
ernor Engineer Tijjani Mohamed
Gwarzo, who is also interested
in the top job. Other notable
guber aspirants within the ANPP
include the chairman ofthe Kano
State Council of Ulama, Sheikh
Ibrahim Khalil; Third Repub-
lic governor of the state Senator
Kabiru Ibrahim Gaya, Commis-
sioner for Science and Technol-
ogy Dr. Bashir Galadanci, and
Director General of the state Pil-
grims Welfare Board, Sani Lawal
Kofar Mata.

None of the other aspirants
was present at yesterdays event.

lgali sworn-in
as perm sec

By Mohammed S. Shehu

GODKNOWS Boladei Igali has
been sworn-in as a Federal Per-
manent Secretary by Acting Pres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan yester-
day in Abuja. Igali was Nigerian
Ambassador to the Nordic coun-
tries of Sweden, Denmark, Nor-
way and Finland.

Jonathan at the ceremony wit-
nessed by Head of Service ofthe
Federation Steve Orosanye and
Water Resources Minister Oba-
diah Ando wished lgali success
in his assignment and urged him
not to relent in devoted service to
the nation.

Igaliwasborn on April 4,1960
in Oporoma Town, ljaw Local
Government, Bayelsa State. He
obtained BA History from the
University of Port Harcourt in
1977, Masters in International
Law and Diplomacy, University
ofLagos in 1988 and PGD in Int’l
Relations from the Diplomatic
Academy in Islamabad, Pakistan
in 1991. He also has PhD. in Poli-
tics and International Studies,
from the University of Venezuela,
obtained in 1998.
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robes fire

at Its Lagos office

From Benjamin Auta, Lagos

ECONOMIC and Financial Crimes Commission chair-
man Mrs. Farida Waziri has ordered a probe into a fire
incident at the Lagos office ofthe commission yesterday.
A statement from the agency yesterday said after being
briefed on the incident, the chairman said though not
much damage was done, she had to ask for a probe of
the incident to be able to establish the cause ofthe fire.
Three ofthe 13 offices occupied by the legal unit of
the Ikoyi Lagos office were affected by a fire outbreak that
reportedly started in one ofthe offices, a statement said.
“It is however gratifying that the fire was quickly put
out through the prompt intervention of men ofthe fire
service in Ikoyi before it could spread to other offices
where sensitive case files are kept”, it added and assured
members ofthe public that case files were safe and secure.
The Legal Department of the Lagos Office was yes-
terday gutted by fire.
The fire according to sources started around 11:00am

after a power surge from the public electricity service.

The source mentioned that the fire only affected the
legal department which has very important documents
on prosecution of some highly placed Nigerians who are
standing trial before the graft agency.

“The public power supply was interrupted at around
11:0dam this morning and when they brought it back
we saw smoke coming out of the Legal Department and
we alerted the fire service who came to our rescue even
though damages had been done,” the source said. The
source added that the department had been harbouring
very important files, especially those ofpersons who are
facing economic criminal trials in various courts in Lagos
State.

Confirming the incident, the spokesman ofthe EFCC,
Mr. Femi Babafemi, denied the report that files relating
to prosecution of suspects were destroyed in the inferno.
He said he received information from the head ofdepart-
ment of legal service in Lagos that no file had been tam-
pered with and that the situation was under control.

PIC: OLADIPUPO ODUNEWU

SM OKE billowing from the Legal Department of the EFCC office in Lagos yesterday.

Howv to stop corruption, by Belgore

From Lawal lbrahim, Katsina

CORRUPTION can only be
eliminated in Nigeria ifthe fighting
agencies -are autonomous and
headed by men of dignity, former
Chief Justice of Nigeria (CJN)
Justice Alpha Belgore has said.
Belgore said in a public lecture
in Katsina at the weekend that the
country must rethink and reform
its fight towards corruption, adding-

GovernorsForumec

From Abdulfatai Abdulsalami, Sokoto

THE Sokoto State government has
been charged to improve its Inter-
nally Generated Revenue (IGR).
The Director General, Review
committee ofthe Governors’ Forum
Dr. Asishana Okoro made the call
yesterday after an assessment of
projects executed by the adminis-
tration of Alhaji Aliyu Magatakarda
Wamakko. Consultants of the forum
also called on the government to

that Nigerians should forget the
fight against corruption as long
as the agencies are not headed by
men of proven integrity or remain
subservient to the government of
the day.

“When you put persons of
dubious character and ignorable
past, we will be fighting shadows,
and the net result is that a bad and
corrupt leader can use them to
haunt his enemies,” he said.

Justice Belgore wondered why
the EFCC and ICPC should be filled
with policemen to investigate crime
and corruption.

Corruption he said has
remained a cankerworm in the
Nigerian polity, thereby creating
bad governance. “The more some
remedying measures are put in
place the more this dangerous
malaise resurfaces somewhere,” he
said.

‘tteetasks Sokoto on intemal revenue

work towards improving the reve-
nue base ofthe state. The committee
explained that having looked at the
state’s 2009 budget, their conclusion
was that the Internally Generated
Revenue needed to be increased six
times and that to fund the budget, the
state needs to increase the IGR five
times.

For capital and re-current
expenditure according to them, the
IGR should be increased four or five
times, noting that the IGR is not suf-

ficient to pay personnel cost.

The state government was also
advised to avoid delay in the issu-
ance of certificates ofoccupancy and
develop the Ulela international mar-
ket. These they pointed out would
assist in the revenue base ofthe state.

The review committee urged the
state to involve the private sector in
the building of their market and the
grazing reserve, adding that the state
should be transformed from grass-
root farming to commercial farming.

Niger to employ
NYSC doctors

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

The Niger State government is to employ youth corps
members now serving in the state as medical practitioners
when they complete their service year.

This was contained in a statement by the Secretary to
State Government (SSG) Dr Mohammed Kuta Yahaya in
Minna yesterday.

He said the decision became necessary following the
dearth ofmedical and paramedical personnel in the state, a
situation which according to him has leftthe health sector in
afewhands. He said forthe state to properly position itself
as a key player in the countrys economy by the year 2020,
itisimperative to reinvigorate the health sector. He said the
state government was determined to ensure quality health
care services in rural areas. He urged all ministries, depart-
ments and agencies in the state to consider the engagement
of qualified corps members in the medical profession.

Imo NUJ demands special
salary package

From Johnkennedy Uzoma,Owerri

A call has gone to all state governments across the country
to institute special salary packages for journalists working
in state owned media organizations.

Chairman ofthe Nigeria Union ofJournalists (NUJ) Imo
State Council, Chief Fidel Onyeneke, made the call while
speaking at the World Press Day in Owerri yesterday.

He appealed to Governor Ikedi Ohakim ofImo State to
inject funds into the state owned media organizations to
ensure productivity..

Onyeneke who condemned a situation where some
media organizations would employ journalists and allow
them to look beggarly without salaries, said that such would
no long be accepted by the council. He said journalists as
major stakeholders in the society with power to mould the
society should be given all necessary recognition to carry
out their duties. He warned people who take delight in
intimidating journalists to desist from such act, warning
thatany individual or organization that cannot payjournal-
ists should not employ any at all.

He said the state council would soon set up a commit-
tee that would go to state, religious organisations and indi-
viduals who owned media organizations to find out if they
pay journalists they employed. Onyeneke warned that any
media organization that is not ready to comply should not
be established in the first instance.

While advising journalists to go about their normal
duties, he said the passage of the Freedom of Information
Bill would enable free flow of information in the society.

The Director General, Imo Broadcasting Cooperation
(IBC) Mr. Richard Asiegbu in his lecture blamed the peo-
ple who are supposed to champion the cause ofpassing the
Freedom of Information Bill for not doing enough.

He also blamed some of the institutions in the country
for turning out half baked people as professionals in the
media, adding that some of the acclaimed professionals
were not found worthy in character and learning.

He appealed to some of the professionals to help the
younger ones to grow. He condemned the incessant har-
assment and murder ofmedia practitioners in the country,
while calling on relevant agencies not to relent in fishing
out the perpetrators.

Ibadan poly sacks lecturer
over alleged extortion

From Yemi Bamidele, Ibadan

Alecturerin the Department of General Studiesin The Pol-
ytechnic, Ibadan, Oyo State, Mr. Samuel Olajumoke, has
been sacked over allegations of extortion and withholding
of students examination scripts. A statement by the Reg-
istrar of the institution, Mr. Tosho Ayanwale, yesterday in
Ibadan said the sack of Mr. Olajumoke was approved by
the Governing Council ofthe institution. According to the
statement, the lecturer in January this year allegedly received
bribe from one ofhis students to boost the students marks
in his course. It added that before the decision to sack the
lecturer was taken, the authorities ofthe polytechnic set up
a three-man panel to give the accused an opportunity to
defend himself. He added that the lecturer appeared before
the Senior Staff Disciplinary Committee, but could not sat-
isfactorily defend himselfand as such, he was found guilty
ofthe allegations.

The lecturer was said to have withheld the examination
scripts of 18 students including the one that bribed him to
destroy the evidence against him.
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Senate asks Customs to
re-instate Umoh

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate has ordered the Nigerian Customs Service
(NCS) to re-absorb Mrs. Faith Umoh who was retired
from service in 2008. The directive followed a resolution
ofthe Senate sequel to a report of the Committee on Eth-
ics, Privileges and Public Petitions that investigated allega-
tions ofarbitrary retirement ofUmoh, which revealed that
she was a “victim of an old policy that is inconsistent and
subject to abuse.”

The Senate said the policy is not written and the retire-
ment that took place on June 10, 2008 was abused given
that some officers on the same grade with the petitioner
(Umoh) were retired while others were left in the service.

The panel therefore recommended that “She (Mrs
Umoh) should be re-absorbed into the Customs Service
without loss of seniority so that she can continue to con-
tribute her quota to national development.”

Briefing newsmen after the session, Senator Bob
Effiong who laid the petition on the floor of Senate said
with the resolution Mrs. Umoh isto return to the Customs
with full benefits as if “nothing had happened.”

Effiong said the Senate resolution also takes care of
other officers that suffered the same fate.

Navy arrests 10 oil bunkerers

By Shehu Abubakar

A 60-year-old Ghanaian Nelson Seanehia and nine others
were among those paraded by the Nigerian Navy yester-
day over illegal bunkering.

This followed the war against oil theft and piracy in
the troubled waters ofthe Niger Delta.

Others arrested include the captain of the vessel
55-year-old Felix Ogogo, Yakubu Otun, Teko Peter,
Augustine Elimofe, Tony Shube, Lucky Tonwe, Sunday
Apou, Segun Agbeyegbe and Mogbeyi Teren.

They were arrested aboard an oil tanker vessel with
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) registration
number 703891 belonging to Golden Carrier Shipping
Services at the entrance of the Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Escravos, in the earlier hours of Saturday May, 1st.

Briefing newsmen at the Naval Base, NNS DELTA
Commander, Commodore Henry Babalola, said after
investigation the suspects currently detained in Naval
police cell will be handed over to the police or the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC).

The Ghanaian confessed that the vessel they were in
was on a mission to steal oil in Nigeria, adding that he
has been in the business of illegal bunkering for years.

US envoy donates Islamic
books to Nigerian school

ByAisha UmarAgaie

UNITED States President’s Special Envoy to the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Countries Mr. Rashad Hussain has donated
Islamic books to Sunrise International School Abuja.

Ambassador Hussain said yesterday that the donation
emphasised the importance attached to education by Pres-
ident Barack Obama as part of his administrations new
engagements with Muslim communities around the world.

He expressed happiness on what he saw in the school
and encouraged both the teachers and the pupils to do more.

Respondingto questions from teachers, he said U.S Pres-
ident BarackObama isnotholding anything against Nigeria
after December 25 incident involving 25-year-old Nigerian,
Umar Farouk AbdulMutalab.

The head teacher of Sunrise International School Mrs.
Rakiya Zubairu said she was happy that Amb Hussain,
who has memorized the Quran, visited her school and
was impressed with the teaching standard ofboth Islamic
courses and other western education courses.

NEWS

FORMER Managing Director of Oceanic Bank, Mrs. Cecelia Ibru, at the EFCC office in Abuja yesterday.

Fresh blowfor Brown
as Brits vote tomorrow

From Abdullahi Tasiu Abubakar, London,

BRITISH Prime Minister Gordon
Brown received a fresh blow from
his own party’s candidate yesterday,
hours before a general election that
many opinion polls say the party will
lose.

Labour Partys North-West Nor-
folk candidate Manish Sood deliv-
ered the latest blow yesterday when
he described Mr Brown as the “worst
prime minister” Britain ever had.

He told local media that he was
launching a one-man crusade to
reform the Labour Party that he
accused the prime minister ofruining
by pursuing policies that are “a total
disaster” for the country.

“We have a prime minister stand-

ing close to the general election and
things are going totally wrong and it’s
a real disaster,” he said.

He also described Labour minis-
ters as “corrupt”and the prime minis-
ter a“disgrace” adding that Mr Brown
“owes an apology to the people and
the Queen”.

“WeVe to have more respect for
the Queen...we've got to have more
money for the NHS (National Health
Service)...wee to come hard on the
Labour Party,” he said.

The party has distanced itselffrom
his comments, describing them as
“bizarre” and “dreadful”.

Some observers say Mr Soodcrit-
icism was meant to attract voters in
his constituency that many regard as
a safe Conservative Party seat.

If it were not too late for replace-
ment, some media outlets report, Mr
Sood could have risked beingdropped
asthe Labour candidate with this kind
of criticism that many say could add
to its woes.

Several opinion polls say Labour
will be defeated by David Cameron-
led Conservative Party; others even go
as far as putting Labour in the third
position, behind Nick Clegg-led Lib-
eral Democrats, though not in terms
ofnumber ofseats in the Parliament.

Some pollssuggest that the Labour
could stay in power with the backing
ofthe Liberal Democrats.

The general consensus is that
Britain will have a hung Parliament
in which no single party gets an out-
right majority.

Electoral Reform: Reps reject option A4, e-voting

ByTuraki A. Hassan

THE House of Representatives has rejected a proposal
by its Ad-Hoc Committee on the review of the 1999
constitution which recommended that the 2006 Elec-
toral Actbe amended to provide for open ballot system
in the 2011 elections.

The House which resumed consideration of the
Deputy Speaker Usman Bayero Nafada-led Commit-
tee voted against the introduction of the open ballot
system popularly known as option A4.

Section 54 subsection la and b of the Act under
review reads “voting at an election under this Act shall
be by open secret ballot.”

The option A4 was used in the annulled June 12
1993 Presidential election which was believed to have
been won by the presidential candidate of the defunct
Social Democratic Party (SDP), late Chief M.K.O Abi-
ola.

In the new sections passed by the lower legisla-
tive chamber, independent candidates must deposit a
non-refundable 10 percent of the maximum election

expenses for each elective office with the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC).

Section 96 subsection 2 ofthe amended Act reads in
part, “Notwithstanding subsection [1] [c] of this sec-
tion, a person who scores one-third of the total votes
cast in the election in which he is a candidate shall be
refunded his deposit.”

The lawmakers also prohibited the use ofelectronic
voting machine in any election. The amendment con-
tinues today when the green chamber resumes plenary
session at 2pm.
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Appeal Court sacks PDP Rep

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Court of Appeal in Kaduna yesterday sacked amember
ofthe House ofthe Representatives representing Sabon Gari
Federal Constituency in Kaduna State, Alhaji Mohammed
Sale, ofthe Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and declared the
All Nigeria Peoples Democratic (ANPP) candidate, Alhaji
Garba Datti Mohammed, as the winner of the April 2007
election.

Delivering judgement, Justice Muhammad Lawal Garba
said based on the total votes cast, the PDP candidate, Alhaji
Sale, was not the winner ofthe election. He directed the Inde-

pendent National Electoral Commission (INEC) to withdraw
the certificate of return issued to the PDP candidate and give
itto the ANPP candidate immediately. ~’

The court held that ofthe total votes cast in the elections,
the ANPP candidate got 26,834, while his counterpart from
the PDP got 24,426 votes. It would be recalled that the elec-
tion petition tribunal had earlier annulled the election and
ordered are-run election in nine units where election was not
conducted during the Aprilgeneral elections. Butin hisjudge-
ment, Justice Garba said there was no need for the re-run.

“Having scored the highest vote out ofthe votes cast in the
election, the ANPP candidate is hereby declared the rightful

ACNAN

winner ofthe Sabon Gari federal constituency,” he said

Counsel to the PDP candidate, Barrister Joseph B. Daudu,
said as a lawyer, he accepts the judgement since the Court
of Appeal is the final arbiter. Addressing newsmen after the
judgement, the ANPP candidate said the judgement had
reaffirmed his confidence in the judiciary, saying it had
clearly shown that the judiciary is the last hope ofthe com-
mon man.

‘Although, we have pursued the case for three years, we
knowthatthejudiciaryhasdone itbest. The major problemis
with INEC, for conducting averybad election and for dedar-
ing people who did notwin election as winners,” he said.

JTF alert on Bayelsa bomb

SENATE President David Mark, greeting a patient, Hajiya Maimuna Ibrahim, during his private visit to the National
Eye Centre in Kaduna, yesterday. With them are the Chief Medical Director of the centre Dr. Godwin Ochechi (left)
and Chairman, Board of Directors Dr.Emmanuel K a b e

New houses for traditional rulers in Shagari

From Rakiya A.Muhammad,
Sokoto

DISTRICT andvillageheads
in Shagari Local Govern-
ment Area of Sokoto State
are to get new houses worth
over N70 million.

The chairman ofthe local

Jaredi who spoke to journal-
istsyesterday said traditional
rulers were important to the
society and deserved befit-
ting accommodation. The
council chairman said the
District Head of Shagari and
that of Dandin Mahe would
get houses worth over nine

get houses worth over N6
million each. Jaredi said the
housing projects for the tra-
ditional rulers are on-going
and would soon be com-
pleted. He said 10 dispen-
saries are also being built in
the local government area at
N99 million. Similarly, the

project at Marake, kesoje -
Aggur and R/Alkali exten-
sion, he added

On the 30 housing units
in the local government,
he said about 18 had been
completed. He also assured
the people of the determi-
nation of his administration

explosion

THE Joint Military Task Force
inthe Niger Deltaregionison
asecurity alertafter the bomb
explosion in Yenagoa, the
spokesman ofthe team said

Abomb exploded on May
2 in Yenagoa while a second
bomb was discovered in a
MercedesBenz 190car parked
inhotel on May 3.

The JTF Spokesman, Lt-
CoL Timothy Antigha, told
newsmen on telephone in
Port Harcourt yesterday that
the task force had received
information on the bomb
explosion.

“We have received reports
on the bomb explosion but

we believe itiswithinthe pur-
view of the police to handle
such matters. We also believe
the police have the capacityto
deal with such situations* he
said Antigha said “JTFmen
and personnel are on ground
in the state and other parts of
the Niger Delta guiding sen-
sitive facilities and platforms
inthe area. Our men are alert
to their responsibilities in the
region. But we believe that
the police have the capacityto
handle thebomb explosionin
Yenagoa. We will continue to
playourrolein ensuringsecu-
rity oflivesand propertyinthe
region. (NAN)

Nasarawa moves to
sanitise public service

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE Nasarawa State gov-
ernment is set to sanitize the
public service by ensuring
that ghost workers are fished
outofthe system.

As part of its efforts at
achieving this, a committee
was set up last year by Gov-
ernor Aliyu Akwe Doma to
carry out astaffaudit with the
viewto ascertainingthe actual
staffstrength in the state.

The chairman ofthe com-
mittee Garba Adamu who is
also the Auditor General of

the statetold our correspond-
ent yesterday that already
some people who entered
the service illegally had been
discovered He said some
military pensionerswerealso
discovered on the payroll
of the state government as
permanent and pensionable
workers.

Adamu who described
discoveriesmadebythe com-
mittee as “worrisome”; said
the illegality had been going
on forlong. Hehopedthatthe
ongoing exercise would sani-
tizethe system.

Group cautions
Jonathan, PDP on Obasanjo

From Mustafa Abubakar ,llorin

million naira each while
eight village heads are to

government area Alhaji
Abdullahi Maigwandu

More Boko Haram

From Sharafa Dauda, Maiduguri

TWO more suspected members of the Boko Haram sect,
Bashir Mohammed and Tijjani Bukar Usman, have been
granted bail. One other suspect, Alhaji Bukar Gaji, had ear-
lier been granted bail by Justice Abdullahi Yerima Sanya of
the High Court 9 in Maiduguri, Borno State.

They are among the 77 persons standing trial over homi-
cidewhich is punishable with death asprovided for in Sec-
tion 221 ofthe Penal Code, as well as arson, which is pun-
ishable with life imprisonment.

council is embarking on a
N90 million electrification

to ensure that they get basic
social amenities.

suspects get bail

According to court papers obtained yesterday, the sus-
pects were granted bail on April 26,2010 by the presiding
Judge, Justice Gana Alkali Wakil in the sum of N100,000
each with two sureties who are residents in Maiduguri.

The bail applications were granted following the inability
ofthe prosecutors to provide any incriminating evidence
against them. A member of the group, Ibrahim Adamu
Ali, had earlier died of “febrile illness” a typical high fever
related ailment at the University of Maiduguri Teaching
Hospital (UMTH). -

Hearing on the case continues on May 26,2010.

THE Muslim Congress (TMC) yesterday calledon Acting Pres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan and the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) to be wary offormer President Olusegun Obasanjo.

The group also said the former president should be advised
to reduce his comments on national issuesand shun the “King
Solomon” status he had assumed.

Speaking to our correspondent in a telephone interview
yesterday, the Amir ofthe congress, Mallam Lugman Abdur-
raheem, condemned the former presidents comment on the
personality ofJesus Christand freeand fairelection in Nigeria,
saying itwas misguided

“The Muslim Congress (TMC)joins Nigeriansto condemn
the comment credited to the former president at the weekend,
that even Jesus Christ cannot conduct a free and fair election
in Nigeria.

Bythis comment, Obasanjo’ beliefin Jesus Christ is ques-
tionable and doubtful. A Muslim cannot make such statement
about any prophet, as doing so will be tantamount to iniquity
and unpardonable apostasy’; he said
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Kogi excodistracting Man, 24, entices girl, 3,
us- SSCE candidates

From Islaka Wakili, Lokoja

J
CANDIDATES writing the
on-going Senior Secondary
Certificate Examination in
Kogi State yesterday said
the presence bf members
of the state executive at
examination centres was
distracting them. Some
of the candidates who sat
for the Geography exami-
nation yesterday at the
Crowder Memorial Col-
lege, Lokoja, described as

unnecessary, the monitor-
ing of the examination by
government officials.

“They do not have to
supervise the examination
for us to shun malpractice.

What they are doing
only shows that they are
admitting that students in
Kogi State engage in exam-
ination malpractice. Is it
only in Kogi that the rate of
examination malpractice
is high?” one ofthe candi-
dates asked.

Jos Task Force inaugurates
court martial panel

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

THE Special Task Force
(STF) setup by Acting Pres-
ident Good Luck Jonathan
to restore peace in Plateau
State has inaugurated a
court martial panel to try
members of the task force
who behave contrary to the
rules and regulations of the
force during the operation.

The court which was
inaugurated yesterday at
the 3rd Armoured Divi-
sion, Rukuba Barrack in Jos
has nine members and it
is to be headed by Colonel
Abel Okpeki while Lieuten-
ant Benard Okoriye is to
serve asthe Judge Advocate.
Commander of the STF
Major General Sale Maina
said the court became nec-
essary in view of the mili-
tary rule which stipulates
that any member of the

force who acts contrary to
the rules and regulations be
tried by a court martial.

According Maina, the
courtwillcommence sitting
with five accused persons
whose cases have already
been investigated, saying
other cases which were still
under investigation would
be entertained by the court
upon the completion of
investigation.

“The court is not a kan-
garoo court, a court martial
is awell organized military
judicial system. We have
the president, members
and a qualified lawyer who
is called a Judge Advocate,
whose duty is to ensure that
the law is followed to the
latter.

The leadership of the
courtto ensure that a thor-
ough job is done and that
justice isdone”; he added.

Kano Federal High

Courts shut

From Abdulgafar Oladimeji,
Kano |
FEDERAL High Courts in
Kano were yesterday sealed
off by members pfthe state
chapter ofthe Judiciary Staff
Union of Nigeria in protest
overthenon implementation
ofthe Consolidated Judiciary
Salary Scale by the Federal
Government

The  executive mem-
bers of the state chapter of
the union led by their state
chairman, Comrade Rabiu
Abdul, besieged the Fed-
eral High Court cortiplexon
Gyadi Gyadi court road and
prevented people from going
into the courtsi

Speaking to journalists,
Comrade Rabiu Abdul said,
“Our National Executive
Council on April 10 2010
in Karu, Abuja, after the
appraisal of the nationwide
strike by JUSUN condemned
in totality the unwillingness
ofthe Federal Governmentto

issue a circular for the imple-
mentation of CONJUSS. The
responses by most state gov-
ernments have been impres-
sive, but the Federal Govern-
ment has remained silent on
the matter. We have sealed
offthe entrance points to all
.Federal High Courts in Kano
and this will continue indefi-
nitely until the government
responds or as may be other-
wise directed by our national
secretariat”

The National Executive
Council ofthe judicial work-
ers union in a resolution on
April 10,2010resolvedtoshut
down all Federal High courts
inthe countryon May 3, ifthe
government failed to imple-
ment the CONJUSS. Public
Relations Officer ofthe state
chapter of the union Com-
rade Aliyu Suleman said,

“The closure of Fed-
eral High Courts in Kano is
indefinite, until the Federal
Government yields to our
demands.

Butthe Chairman ofthe
Academic Staff Union of
Secondary Schools in the
state, Ranti Ojo, dismissed
the students’ allegation,
saying the supervision by
government officials frus-
trated their plans to cheat.

“l expected them to
react to issues like, why
their teachers have not been
paid for almost one year
and why the government
has refused to recruit more
teachers”, Ojo said.
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with biscuitto rape her

From Yahaya Ibrahim, Maiduguri

A 24 year old man, Haruna Samaila, in Mai-
duguri, Bomo State, has been arraigned in
courtoverthe rape ofathree yearold girl after
enticing her with biscuits.

At the resumed hearing ofthe case yes-
terday, three minors including the victim
who testified in camera said Samaila showed
them biscuits with the promise of giving
some to them if they followed him into an
uncompleted building around Bulunkutu, a
densely populated area of Maiduguri. Our
correspondentalso learntthatthe girlsalleged
that on getting there, he grabbed one ofthem
and raped her. A medical report signed by
Dr Ahmed Tijjani ofthe Specialist Hospital,
Maiduguriaddressed to the Divisional Police

N *mN2.00m

Officer (DPO) ofBulumkutu which wasten-
dered in court noted that bruises were found
around the girlsprivate parti The policetold
the court that the suspect had in his state-
ment admitted that he raped the girl, but
said the act was committed in the house of
one Hussein in Bulunkutu. He was alleged
to have said he had gone in search ofa pot
to prepare some traditional medicine before
he metthe girl, forced her toithe ground and
raped her. He was said to have added that
the screaming ofthe girl alerted a woman,
who subsequendy alerted other neighbours
who rescued her and took Himto the police
station.

The presiding judge, 1Jtistice Patum
Haruna Ngadda of the Bomo State High
Court I0adjoumed the casetill May26,2010.
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CHIEF of Air Staff Air Marshal Oluseyi Pitinrin addressing journalists on the forthcoming Air Expo in Abuja

esterdav.
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Engineering, technology
lecturers tasked on research

By Maureen Onochie

LECTURERS of tertiary
institutions in the field of
Engineering and Technol-
ogy need to improve on their
research method so as to
advance the nation technol-
ogy, Chairman ofEducation
Trust Fund (ETF) Board of
Trustees Dr. Musa Babayo
has said

Babayo, who was repre-
sented by Barr Chukwue-
meka Ekweremadu, an ETF
board member represent-
ing South-East geopolitical
zone, made the call during
a Research Methodology
Workshop for lecturers of
Engineering and Technol-
ogy at the Federal University
of Technology Owerri, Imo
State.

He said the workshop was
an avenue to address some
value-added activities to cre-
atethe enabling environment
to support scientific enquiry.

“An essential component
ofthis enabling environment
is expanding the capacity of
you, especially the post-grad-
uate students, in understand-
ing and applying the appro-
priate Research Methodolo-
gies in diverse researches,”

he said

Executive Secretary of
ETF Prof. Yakubu Mahmud,
represented by Alhaji Umar
Mari, an Assistant Director of
Project Management Depart-
ment, urged the lecturers
to get abreast with modem
trends in the research world
because the nation is in the
era of reforms where -things
are changing at an alarming
rate.

Alsospeaking, ViceChan-
cellorofFederal University of
TechnologyOwerri Prof. Cel-
estine OnwiDiri urged all the
participantsto make good use
ofthe workshop adding that
the outcome will translate
into greater productivity, effi-
ciency and effectiveness.

*Alhaji Umar Mari,
an Assistant Di-
rector ofProject
ManagementDe-
partment, uiged
the lecturers to get
abreastwithmod-
em trends in the
research world

NITEL workers protest
nonpayment of salary

ByAtikaBalal

AGGRIEVED employees ofthe Nigerian Telecommunications
Limited (NITEL) and MTEL yesterday stormed the Ministry
of Information and Communications protesting the non-pay-
ment ofsalary for over 25 months.

Theworkers, under the aegis ofthe National Union ofPostal
and Telecommunications Employees (NUPTE),who claimed
theyareowedsalaryarrearsand otherentitlements carried plac-
ards reading “FG revive NITEL, is this Privatization or Parali-
zation?” “Madam you are a motheryour children are dying do
something, we are starving please pay us.”

The National President of the union Alhassan Sunday

described the non-payment of salaries for 25 months as the
highest act of dehumanization against the nations’ rebranding
initiatives.

He said “They made this organization to generate revenue
to the extent that some agencies in this country were being
paid from the reserved fund of NITEL; today these workers do
not know their fate, the infrastructures ofthis organization are
decaying by every minute.”

He said since 2006, when NITEL was privatized its workers
thatwere meantto earn alifepension, were given a 5years pen-
sionbail out. Inaletterwrittento theacting president, the union
urged the government to take drastic measures to redress the
situation, noting that the workers who have put in their entire

Group alleges plot to unseat

Ogbulafor

ByJohn Chub Azu

A group known as PDP Na-
tional Stability Forum yes-
terday said some disgruntled
politicians’ are plotting to re-
move the National Chairman
of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Prince Vincent
Ogbulafor from his position.
Coordinator of the group
Ikenga Imo Ugochinyere told
journalists at die premises of
the FCT High Court, Maitama
after the stalled arraignment
of Ogbulafor and four others
that, “A news conference was

planned at the Nicon Luxury
Hotel by the plotters who
stylethemselves as reformers’
where communique will be
issued demanding the imme-
diate resignation of the PDP
chairman on moral grounds
since he is facing corruption
chargesin court”
Ugochinyere, who saidthey
were at the court in solidarity
with the national chairman,
added that ‘An interim chair-
man will then be appointed
after Ogbulafor’ resignation
while he will be remanded in
Kuje Prison pending the date

ofadjournment”

He asked Nigerians to
guard the country’ democ-
racy because “these cowards
want to destabilize all insti-
tutions of democracy. They
should- know that the party
cannot be stampeded. The
national chairman cannot be
forced out ofoffice.”

Meanwhile, the news
conference earlier planned
for yesterday by the PDP

lives into the organization are dying and starving.

“The families trapped in this pathetic situation have starved
and died from easily preventable diseases, their childrens edu-
cation has been disrupted aswell asthe peace in their familyall
because ofthe deplorable economic situation they have found
themselves.”

Addressing the protesters, Information and Communica-
tions Minister, Dora Akunyili assured them that their case will
be presented to the Acting President and will receive adequate
attention.

Shesaidthey should return nextweek for a responseto their
letter. An estimated sum ofN15 billion is expected to settle the
outstanding salaries ofthe 3500 NITEL and MTEL workers.

,,y Japanese
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Bishop condemns alleged killings in Imo

PLEASE dont blame the cattle-
rearers unjustly if you are not
sure. lhie is a long distance from
Sokoto or even Jos. | dont think
anybody would be so reckless as

to be killing Ibo people in the
heart of Ibo land. These accusa-
tions could be putting the livps of
real and innocent cattle-rearers
at risk. If it did happen you can

be sure it was not done by cattle-
rearers but by mercenaries who
are not even Nigerians disguised
as cattle-rearersjust ashappened
in the Sudan and is happening in

Jos as we speak. Again ifit really
did happen we would not be
hearing about it through a com-
plaint raised by an Arch-Bishop
for the Ibo people would have

El-Rufal faces EFCC today

MY fear is that the EFCC isjust a
toothless bulldog otherwise, by
now El-Rufa’i should have been in
custody minutes after his return to
the country for his alleged refusal
to honor an earlier invitation
extended to him by the agency in
2008. In any case, we hope and pray
Slatthe man willbe charged appro-
priately. And we also pray that there
should notbe a plea bargain.
Lamara Garba Azare
lamaragarba@yahoo.com

| will love if Mai. El-Rufai will
humble himself and honor the
EFCC invitation. It is then that we
will know whether he has a case to
answer or not.

Abdullahi lbrahim

giriahdul@yahoo.com

El-Rufai, Allah is with you so
entertain no fear and face the
EFCC. After all we are all going to
face Almighty Allah one day. We
know you tried your best in restor-
ing the master plan of the FCT

mwhich no other minister ofthe FCT
had done before and none still has
after your departure.

Usman Bande

ysmanbandeQl @yahoo.com

The present government and
El-Rufai have made their arrange-

EX-FCT Minister Nasir EI-Rufai

ments already before the latter
stepped into this country. Theres
nothing these agencies will do to
him. They are just deceiving Nige-
rians and at the same time deceiv-
ing themselves. Imagine, how can
someone who iswanted pass all the
security operatives on his way into
Nigeria? It is after all that that the
EFCC is saying they are inviting
him. Itisvery sad for country and
our democracy.

Zanna Baruwa Gashua

bukar.zanna@yahoo.com

He has finally come and ifthose
allegations are true then let the
EFCC prosecute him, otherwise he
should be set free. You are welcome
back home.

Engr.Baba Shehu

ibnabubakar@gmail.com

When those that did their jobs
well are not appreciated, how do
you expect others to do well? The
result is clear before and after
El-Rufai in FCT. | have no doubt
that you are going to clear your
name with the EFCC and make
us proud again. Please do that
quickly.

Ojo

0jo niqeria@yahoo.com

Malam Nasir El Rufai remains
the only person to have served
Abuja very well. Aswe can all see,
no one has done better since he
left. The city is looking dirtier by
the dayand the transport system is
getting worse. Thank you El Rufai.

Rep Ndume: Jonathan has
mortgaged Nigeria's future

IT isindeed a shame on our lead-
ers that they always resort to for-
eign loans in order to service our
system. For Gods sake, what isthe
rationale behind the collection
ofthe loan in order to finance a
budget deficit? Sometimes our
bureaucrats are not sincere with
the Nigerian populace.

However, since the damage

has been done, | will passion-
ately appeal to the Dr. Goodluck
Jonathan to be sincere in the uti-
lization ofthe borrowed money
because posterity will not forgive
him if he does not do so. May
God almighty bail us from the
bondage of unpatriotic leaders,
Ameen.
Lamara Garba Azare

lamaragarba@yahoo.com

Ndume is talking politics
because Nigeria had been mort-
gaged already more than two
decades ago. What difference
does it make now?

Michael Abakporo
michaelabakporo@gmail.com

Group commenads Jonathan over Wu's sack

WITH all due respect to the
Acting President, sacking Mr.
lwu was a wrong move. We are
convinced that Iwu was just

used and dumped by the rul-
ing party.

We need credible electoral
reforms. This can only begin

with the fear of God in our
hearts.
Abubakar Tanimu Umar
whatlegacy@yahoo.com

Senatorial aspirant flays age limit

AS our legislators fight to make
the National Assembly ahome for
the sickand elderly, our country is
taking that shape as well. We must

remember that during the great
war ofthe 18th century, England
wasnt led by a stick-supported,
grey-haired,” wisdom-filled 80

year-old man, but by a 24 year-
old William Pitt.
Pane ibrahim
raheempane@gmail.com

Please let him serve the nation.
Yahuza Musa Mshelia
yahuzamusa@yaho.com

This is all a ploy to make us
believe that Malam Nasir is being
investigated. Very soon, we will be
told he is free ofail allegations. This
attitude of selective justice under-
mines our quest for national growth
and development.

Abubakar Tanimu Umar

Wwhatlegacy@yahoo, com

El-Rufa’is case is more political
than truth-finding. He is one ofthe
new generation that want to make
Nigeria great. Indeed we want him
aspresidentin2011.

Alkasim Wudil

alkasimhussien@yahoo.com

Malam Nasir el-Rufai will
now finally have his day in court.
He returned to the country over
the weekend from self-exile and
boasted that he had returned home
to clearhis name ofthe charges filed
against him by the EFCC. Some-
day, sooner or later, Ibori too will
return in the same boastful man-
ner. Itis only a matter oftime, and
all depends on the man calling the
shots from Aso Rock..!

Pita

justpita@yahoo.co.uk

NBA honours
Amaechi

AMAECHI, you are gradually
turning into another Peter Odili.
Try and stay focused. | know it is
noteasyto keep your head together
with all the politics 0f2011 going
on, but be true to Rivers state and
continue with the development
projects in the state. That way,
you wouldn need any godfather’
to ensure a second tenure for you.
Preye
preyeaganaba@yahoo.com

Guards
Battalion
moved to Jaji

MAY Allah help us all. I hope we
are not about to go back to our
painful experiences under mili-
tary rule.
Abubakar Tanimu Umar
whatlegacy@yahoo.com

defended themselves and their
property and the news would be
different.

Effiong

ukonln@yahoo.com

WHY do labor leaders always
welcome a new Government with
strikes? Always asking for increased
pay is an act of irresponsibility on
the side of the labor. What wiil be
the fate of the other millions of
Nigerians who are not in the pub-
lic service? Labor should have pro-
tested poor service delivery, lack of
infrastructures, poor health care
systems, bad road networks, the
lingering security lapse, irregular
electricity, absence ofpotable water
etc. If really they want to improve
the welfare of the working class,
they should have gone on strike
demanding improvement of the
living condition ofthe generality of
the populace and not for a fraction
ofthe country’ population. Please
let the NLC change tactics and
approach? What is the percentage
of the Nigerian civil service com-
pared to the teeming populace?
We must be honest to our selves.
Labor has allowed corruption to
thrive and yet they are calling for
increased wages. | will suggest a
general strike to press for the pros-
ecution ofall corrupt people.
Lamara Garba Azare
lamaragarba@yahoo.com

FORMER President Ibrahim
Babangida

Fulanis back
IBB's presidential
ambition

ALHAJI Dodo, please be
informedthatyou are only speak-
ingyour mind, and not the minds
ofail Fulanis.
Yakubu
malala%O@yahoo.com

I am a Fulani man and the
Fulani tribe would not support
IBB. This chairman is deceiving
IBB because most ofthe Fulani in
Nigeria support Atiku Abubakar
more than they do any other per-
son in this country. Please don’t
raise IBB5 issue again.

Ahmed Raji

ruwos06@yahoo.com
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ByYima Sen

2011: The president Nigeria needs

little over three years ago

when | asked my teenage

daughter to write on what

kind of President Nigeria

needed, the result was a
very interesting essay. According to her,
Nigeria needed a self-less, firm, incor-
ruptible and dynamic leader. She men-
tioned three names: Donald Duke, Nasir
El-Rufai and, shockingly, me.

My daughter did not mention Umaru
Musa YarAduaatall. And | did notblame
her, because the man was hardly known
to Nigerians, not the least my daughter.

Anyway, | was very unfair to her
because | took her article and buried it
inside mine, which was in support of
YarAdua, and sent it to the Daily Trust
newspaper which kindly published it. At
that time, 1was working in acommunica-
tion think tank group which enthusiasti-
cally supported YarAdua.

I never ever changed my views on the
man despite his baffling contradictions.
| supported YarAdua because as some-
body who had shown interest in social-
ism, he would not steal like the average
post-modern Nigerian politician.

I am not now looking for a socialist
President for Nigeria. There is no Nige-
rian who can seriously contest for this
highly commaoditized position and be
socialist. So | would be happy to settle

Sowhat kind of
President do Nigerians
need in 20117 According
to Richard Sklar's thesis
ofdevelopmental

for a liberal social democrat, who is at
least not scared of socialists.

owever, | wish the Americans

would listen to some of us and

realize that products ofthe Bret-
ton Woods, Ivy Leagues and neo-liberal
frameworks cannot change Nigeria,
regardless of whatever sophistry, ped-
antry and power-point exuberance they
exhibit. These people cannot fight cor-
ruption and develop Nigeria. The best
they can give us is due process, liberali-
zation and barren growth theories. They
are not responsible for achievements in
Egypt, Ghana, South Africa, Rwanda
or Tanzania. Leftish influences built
these countries to the respectable levels
accorded them internationally. And there
were leaders behind all of these achieve-
ments: Gamal Abdul Nasser, from
Kwame Nkrumah to Jerry Rawlings,
Nelson Mandela, Paul Kagame, Julius
Nyerere, and in other places: Leopold
Sedar-Senghor, Patrice Lumumba, Edu-
ardo Mondlane, Amilcar Cabral, Samora
Machel, Robert Mugabe, the Kabilas,
Muammar Gadaffi, Murtala Muham-
mad, Thomas Sankara and others. The
builders of modern Africa have all been
leftists.

So ideologically speaking we should
settle for a social democratic President
who will be nationalist and patriotic
enough to build on the best pro-people
policy positions which are available in
YarAduas 7-Point Agenda, which can

be enlarged to ten points to include
Poverty Eradication, Value Reorienta-
tion/ Anti-corruption, and a Globali-
zation-conscious foreign policy. This
ten-point programme would be enough
to land Nigeria into the twenty top eco-
nomics of the world by 2020, if properly
implemented. We have analyzed Nigeria
enough; this isthe time to change it. Ditto
for the rest of Africa, which formulated
the Lagos Plan of Action, and the New
Partnership for Africas Development.
The United Nations development system
has also given us the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals.

Since a programme for the develop-
ment of Nigeria already exists, and we
need policy consistency and implemen-
tation maturation, no presidential candi-
date should delude us with any quackery
that has been produced by Nigerias mil-
lions of “experts”

example, especially for General
Ibrahim Babangidas ears, there is
thing like “true federalism” any-

where in the world. Federalism, popular-
ized by the United States, is practiced in

the different countries that operate it as
they define it. And there are successful
unitary states, even in Africa. Some coun-
tries in the world choose to be confeder-
ate, which led to a civil war in the United
States. If he wants political theory he
should try a class analysis of the lumpen
militariat thesis.

As critical social scientists and policy
analysts, we know what Nigeria needs.
This is 50th year of Nigerian independ-
ence. We have matured intellectually
and learnt our lessons so we do not
need social and political imperialism.
Before the industrial revolution, Europe
was not ahead of Africa or the rest of
the world. Going by the monogenetic
theory of evolution, humankind and its
civilization emanated from the Great
Rift Valleys Olduvai Gorge in the Swa-
hili nation countries of Kenya, Tanzania,
and Uganda. Itwas a British archaeologist
who made the discoveries and advanced
the thesis.

Europe and its Diaspora used its
industrial revolution and subsequent
technological advancements to subdue
the world economically, politically and
socially. The fight-back, partly ideologi-
cally (Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and
China) and partly technologically (Japan
and South Korea) helped a lot. Then the
whole configuration of power in the
world changed with one super power
which is tempted not only to police the
world but to bully it, after glasnost and
perestroika.

Johann Galtung predicts that the
United States will shrink from empire
backto its republic in 2020. That is clearly
their business. Mine is Nigeriaand Africa.

So what kind of President do Nigeri-
ans need in 2011? According to Richard
Sklar’ thesis of developmental democ-
racy, we can modify democracy to meet
our development priorities. If we have a
principle of rotation and zoning for now,
then it means that the north of Nigeria
should produce the next President. This
could be so unless those who argue that
the south of Nigeria should take the next
four years and grant the North another
eight years from 2015 win the debate.

Sen has worked asanalystin the Pres-
idency and the UN.
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By Alhassan Danjuma

Akwe Doma, an assessment

he emergence of Alhaji Aliyu

Akwe Doma as Governor

of Nassarawa State in 2007

was in many ways a water-

shed in the political history
of the young state. As most indigenes
of the state know, Alhaji Aliyu Akwe
Doma has been a veritable flag-bearer
of the leadership class of the people of
the area, even before the creation of Nas-
sarwa State. It was his outstanding politi-
cal pedigree that made him the Deputy
Governor of the old Plateau State under
Chief Solomon Lar. His abiding interest
in the progress and development of the
people of what is now Nasarawa State
was thus quite evident in terms ofensur-
ing spread of dividends of democracy as
well asremaining a dependable ambassa-
dor ofhis people throughout his tenure.
His legacy both as a responsible politi-
cal leader and a seasoned administrator
and bureaucrat endured such that he was
the peoples’ favourite choice in the 1999
elections. What thwarted the wish of
the people was a distasteful twist of fate
which became such an albatross on the
neck ofthe usurper that he couldnt wait
to return power to Aliyu Akwe Doma in
2007.

It is to the credit of Governor Aliyu
Doma that he wasted no time in girding
his loins having realized that his pred-
ecessorssheer opportunism and inexpe-
rience took a heavy toll on the fortunes
of the state and people. No sooner had
he assumed office than he launched an
ambitious 13-point agenda that targeted
all the crucial development needs of
Nasarawa State for immediate attention
and necessary action.

This proved to be a herculean task,
not the least because in the preceding
eight years, the state had been in what

|t v/as his outstanding
political pedigree that
made him the Deputy
Governorofthe old Pla-
teau State under Chief
Solomon Lar

is best described as decadent paralysis
caused by mindless squandering ofthe
state’ resources. The frustrated citizens
of the state had resigned themselves to
perpetual stagnation oflife asthey lost all
hope in government. Little wonder that
evenwhen their liberator was on ground,
they needed to see him action to shake
offtheir pessimism.

elyingon his wealth ofexperience

L r asan astute political leader and a
A V" easoned bureaucrat, Governor
Doma set to work without the usual
media razzmatazz deployed by many
other governors to embellish their per-
formance. Governor Doma’ preference
for being a silent achiever rather than
a pompous pilferer has obviously paid
off as he savoured the more reward-
ing popular applause from impressed
citizens everywhere he went on his cur-
rent “meet the people” tour. In Karu and
Panda local government areas he got
instant endorsement for a second term

from the ecstatic folks and their tradi-
tional rulers who witnessed the first ful-
filment ofa politicians campaign prom-
ise in Governor Domas execution and
virtual completion ofthe Gitata-Panda-
Karu road project. This project will not
only open up the resourceful rural areas
in the northern part ofthe state, but also
link them to the FCT with all the attend-
ant economic potentials. The governor
was also on site at the reconstruction
works on the long-abandoned Karshi-
Takalafiya road where he declared his
determination to ensure the timely com-
pletion ofall similarly neglected but stra-
tegic rural roads.

Governor Doma recalled other
projects which had been executed earlier
without fanfare such as comprehensive
primary health care centres, provision of
boreholes, rehabilitation ofschool furni-
ture, supply of vital agricultural inputs
and loans to peasant farmers under the
Badakoshi and Fadama |11 agricultural
schemes and support to Zimbabwe farm-
ers for boosting large scale commercial
agriculture in the state. In other areas
during the tour, he promised to col-
laborate with the Federal Government
for speedy completion of the Nasarawa-
Gadabuke-Toto electrification project
while assuring the people that the elec-
trification project and upgrading of the
comprehensive health care centre would
be pursued to realization.

ilar scenes are bound to be wit-
nessed throughout the governors
r in view of the even spread

ofMevelopment projects adopted as a
iding principle of his administration.

However, even before the tour, Governor
Doma has been quietly making his mark
in impressive areas ofhuman endeavour.
He has won the hearts of the up-coming
generation by assigning cabinet posi-
tions to several of them and his recent
nomination of a member of the new-
breed generation, Labaran Maku for
federal ministerial appointment under-
scored this fact. It gladdened the hearts
of many soccer devotees in the state
when Nasarawa FC was not only resus-
citated but boosted to defeat Mighty Jets
of Jos in their first outing recently. This
was attributed by team captain Stephen
Moga to Governor Doma’ approval of
the settlement ofall outstanding salaries
and allowances of the players and offi-
cials. The Lafia Stadium is also slated
for expansion and rehabilitation soon
according to the new Sports Commis-
sioner Danlami Awaje.

An objective review of Doma’s
achievements, especially those being
highlighted by popular acclaim dur-
ing his on-going assessment tour of his
administration’s projects throughout the
state, will acknowledge his commitment
to making a tangible difference in good
governance for progress and develop-
ment in a state with an appalling history
of arrested development and dashed
hopes.

Perhaps this should not be surprising
however considering the governorsvast
experience as a seasoned civil servant
and bureaucrat as well as his devotion to
politics of responsibility and grassroots
connectivity.

Danjuma, a community youth
organizer, wrote from Akwanga,
Nasarawa State.



Your Letters

Religion and
human rights

eligion isfundamental in
he life of every individ-
ual. Some people choose
to live without areligion

Send vour letters to letterstsdailvtrustcom

atraumatic, horrific life.

Human right is one aspect
that is taken care of by true reli-
gionwhich doesn't require human
rights activistto fight for it, since it
isordained by the creator and will
bring all to book, in this world or
in .the hereafter. This istrue belief.

It is a wonder therefore that,
human right has become a sin-

hat guides their life, while afleegntity out of the entire man%

think ofreligion asjust aname and
inheritance without a practice.
True religion encompasses
all human endeavours with the
beliefofthe existence ofanother
world in which accountability of
this world will lead one to either
everlasting peace and happy life or

beliefs and endeavours in this
world that even tends to super-
sede his interaction with his crea-
tor which may cause him the loss
of entire happiness in the next
world. What was accepted by the
creator through his messenger
documented in his holy books

Text uson 08131 800030

Haba PDPGombe

HOW can you be so undemo-
cratic asto state that any candidate
that used posters to campaign in
the state would be expelled from
the party? Posters are the general
trend during campaigns and the
same approach was used dur-
ing the 2003 and 2007 elections.
Why is it different now? May be
we need a reform in Gombe PDP
also!

AHMAD, MG, 08037861783.

How now, Madam Rebranding?

PROF Akunyili should realise
that you dont demand respect
from people; your deeds com-
mand respect or disrespect from
people. She should ignore the
BBC’ “Welcome to Lagos”docu-
mentary. Nigeria should focus
her gusto on development and
prosperity issues. NTA should do
some documentaries to expose
the UKS% halitosis! No country
has a monopoly of vilification.
I'm sure therere shanty towns in
the UK also! What is imperative is
action and not ranting!
MAARUF Ibm, Abuja,
08034537022.

Losing focus

IT’S morally offensive hitting at
characters like Obasanjo, while
we are in league with those who
made him what he has become:
El-rufa’i, Ribadu, etc; glorifying
them amounts to praising him!
08055790054.

The other side of the coin
PLEASE ask Senator Sani and his
defenders that marrying a 13-year-
old isnot the onlysunnah the prophet
left. He also married Khadija when
she was 15 years older than him.
How many of them have the stom-
ach to follow this particular sunnah
of Muhammad ....sheer hypocrisy.
YUSUF  Abdullah, Dutse,
08036176776.

Vision 2020

THE year 2020 is fast approach-
ing, yetthe economic indices and
GDP are far from encouraging.
Our security is at its lowest, elec-
tricity yet to achieve any mean-
ingful impact, and food security
is relegated to the background.
Perhaps ‘miracle’ is the yardstick
for the vision we expect.

MUSA A. Saleh, 08035819225.

can never contradict human right
except ifsome people decide to be
ignorant and they will account
for the ignorance or their want to
gain political benefit, but politics
need to be played within its four
walls without extending to peo-
ples belief.

Lastly, it should be known
to the so-called human/women
rights activists that no time shall
human right which is one part of
awhole should overtake religion,
which is the whole.

Mustapha Mustaph Umar,
Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, ABU, Zaria (mus-
taphaum@yahoo.com)

Up you, Chief Servant

DR Babangida Aliyu is right;
Nigerians should be more con-
cerned with selecting credible
candidate who can deliver the
dividends of democracy and
improve the standard of living of
the average Nigerians irrespective
of religion, ethnicity or where he
comes from.

MUAZUM Alkali, 08039636268.

Re: Chief Iwuanyanwu tells
Ogbulafor not to resign

PLEASE Usman Faruk should
leave the Igbo alone. Like the
Israelites, God will liberate the
Igbo one day so that the likes of
Usman Faruk will have Nigeria to
themselves.

BEN lke, 08033152407.

Adifferent picture

OTUKPO in Benue is one ofthe
fastest growing cities in Nigeria.
Itsdisappointing that Daily Trust
could be interested only in past-
ing negative photographs of the
town.

ONAJI Success, Jos,
07031592772.

By Tunde Asaju

Between persecution
and prosecution

he wicked are doing their worst.
The witches have killed another illustrious son?
No. Ithas nothing to do with Lagos obituary lir
It has everything to do with political persecutions
Eh-ehn, who is beingpersecuted?

Several people. For one, see how they are vilifying Vince
Ogbulafor, the man with the cherubic face who is incapable
doing any evil. Why are they crucifying a man who was broug
in at an opportune time to do agood job and who has deliverer
Why persecute him instead of reward him? Saint Ogbulafor ii
rare gem, ifyou put communion in his mouth, it will not melt

Hu-um?

Yes. And now they want him to go and stand in the dock, lil
acommon criminal. This country tires me.

Every accused must have his day in court to prove his inn
cence, | don't understandyour protest, and there is no statute
limitationfor criminality.

Nonsense. The alleged offence was committed in 2001. Whe
have they been looking all theseyears? Why now?

Why not now? Better late than never.

I knowyou will take sides, just wait until itsyour turn.

My turn for what? | am clean, the only offence | rememb
having committed is stealing dadawa from my motherkitcht
asakid, and the prosecution witness is dead.

Nonsense, your hands are not clean. What about thoseyom
girlsyou chase after, just wait until one parent complains to NAt
TIP.

Nonsense, my culture allows me to try as many until | fine
suitable one. For as long as | am not accused of rape, | am co
ered by the law.

Donplay Yerimas cardhere. Sinceyou said there is no statu
of limitationfor criminal offences, then all those childish pran
you played in secondary school can still be exhumed and turn
into skeletons inyour cupboard.

Nonsense, you cant scare me.

You think so, well, | can scareyou.

I am an unsung hero. If I had money to go on selfexile
would have returned to ahero’s welcome like someone I knov

NAPTIP willgetyou.

They can't get Yerima, so how can they getme? I didnt mar
a teenager, my wife was a full grown consenting adult wher
married her besides, and there was no NAPTIP when | was
bachelor.

Your matter reminds me of the dilemma of the toad w)
requested that when matters get to where they talk about tails,,
should be exempted, because he lost his own as a tadpole. Noboi
should waste resources tryinga man, whose religion protects, le
leave that to God. And ifa man was not caught when he was cot
mittingan offence, he should be counted lucky and notprosecute

Shuuuu? Which kind ofsocietywould that be? Itisonlyam;
who lies that calls the heavens to be his witness. This countryw
not condone criminality.

You better watch your mouth. Just becauseyou have a mediu
does not exemptyou from persecution o, | hopeyou know the,
There are repercussionsyou know?

Are you threatening me? | take threats seriously these da
as journalists are now endangered species.

Then, stop runningyour mouth anyhow about thingsyou <
not know.

Whatkind of society isthis where truth is detained and vera
ity ison exile? Truth is detained in a country where villagers ral
round thieves and straight men are threatened with ostracisrr

1t3 understandable; one man$ hero is another man3 villai
You media people don't know that the parameters have change
A thievinggovernor is a heroprovided he distributed his loot
benefit hispeople like Robin Hood; ministers have discovered th
nepotism isa virtue and would tend to revoke otherpeoples lan
infavour oftheirfamily andfriends instead ofempowering tlu
enemies, what is wrong with that? Watchyour mouth youth ma
mouths that run with verbal diarrhoea should remember thatde
tists charge exorbitantfees.

Nonsense what is happening is political mo manoeuvrin
pure and simple. Itsthe ides of 2011.

This is whyyou noseyparkers should keep awayfrom it all.

Excuse me, we only inform the public.

Well those who want their secretskept will alwaysfind ways
protecting themselvesfrom your nosey embarrassment. You pi
pushers should know when the rules have changed.

Journalists are persecuted, but thieves are prosecuted.

Theprosecuted live and remain somebody3 hero while thept
secuted diefor their courage!

(tundeasaju@yahoo.co.uk)
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Poverty in the land

n the midst ofexpanding government spending, and in spite

ofthe recentannouncement ofan impending increase in the

wages of civil servants, there is no mistaking the fact that

the vast majority of Nigerians barely eke out a living. Basic

necessities of life, taken for granted in other societies, some
ofwhich are poorer in aggregate terms compared with Nigeria, are
almostbecominga luxury for the average citizens, many ofwho have
no accessto a decentliving. Rather than improving, the public power
supply is declining. The cost of transportation, in major cities and
other towns, ishigh and is often arbitrarily fixed by the operators to
the great discomfort of commuters. Workers’ wages, even with the
new announcement, are generally poor and cannot sustain many
households. Millions of Nigerians are unemployed and millions
more who were employed are now jobless because many industries
have collapsed due to lack of power and other factors. The multitode
of poverty alleviation schemes has not relieved the condition.

Most of our roads are bad and some are simply impassable.
Citizens die everyday because of the terrible state of these roads.
As if these are not enough already there is no security of lives and
property in any part ofthe country. The whole nation is under siege
from bandits, kidnappers, assassins, ritual killers and other Forms
ofviolent crimes.

Our health institutions are few and grossly inadequate to cater
for the health needs ofa population as large as ours. And in spite of
their fewness, they are not adequately staffed and provisioned to
take care ofthose who choose to patronize them. This accounts for
why many of our rich public officials choose to go abroad for medi-
cal attention. It isamazing that this awful situation we have painted
exists in a country that is the sixth leading producer and exporter
of crude oil in the world. On paper, Nigeria is a wealthy nation; in
reality, its citizens are some ofthe poorest on earth. The disparity in
wages and income in the country is scandalous. We have some ofthe
world’swealthiest people; and some of its poorest.

Year in year out, people hear of vast amounts of money in tril-
lions of naira budgeted for various projects at the federal, state and
local government levels ostensibly meant to improve the quality of
their lives. Our foreign reserve which was about 7 billion dollars a
fewyears ago has been severely depleted. Itis now in the neighbour-
hood of 3 billion dollars and below. What is more, the various tiers
ofgovernment ravenously feed on the excess crude accountwithout
any thought for the rainy day.

Noone would question these expenditures ifthey translated into
better life for traumatized Nigerians. But instead ofthings taking
aturn for the better, the quality of life of the average Nigerian is
steadily regressing.

The amazingly huge amounts ofmoney spent by various govern-
ment&do not impact the livesofmost Nigerians, because these funds
end up in the pockets of corrupt politicians and other government
functionaries, and their foreign consultants and contractors. The
state of affairs in our country is simply unacceptable. Something
urgently should therefore be done to ameliorate the hardship ofthe
citizenry. Even the legendary resilience of Nigerians, their capacity
to endure the kind ofhardship that others can easilybuckle underin
other places, must have elastic limit. Governments must take heed
itdoes not snap

What to do? Our governments should ensure that all companies
and firms that have potential for massive job creation, but which
have collapsed, should be assisted to revive. The textile industry is
number one on this list. There must be a deliberate programme to
bail out Such industries to get long-term funds cheaply and easily.
Wehave in the system a lot ofdangerously idle funds. Efforts should
be made to direct such funds to generate productivity. Effort must
be stepped up to end corruption in governmentbusiness. The bulk
of consultancy and contract jobs should be reserved for local firms
which will employ local labour to execute jobs. This is one way we
can ensure that the bulk of the wealth of the nation circulates inter-
nally fb the benefit ofall citizens. We must also do something about
income distribution to address the wide gulfin income among the
population. The poverty among Nigerians must be truly alleviated.
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Yarima: Not in this day and age

t was the sound f murk, the

report that former Gover-

nor of Zamfara State and

now Senator, Alhaji Ahmed

Sani, Yariman Bakura had
made a wife out ofa 13-year-old-
Egyptian girl. At first my reaction
was - oh well, thats one of those
common occurrences in my part
of Nigeria. | have a stupendously
rich fuel black market friend whose
perverse nature makes him unable
to physically relate with his wives
once they are delivered of a child.
He divorcecfthe child-wives soon
after they had a child and he mar-
ried another virgin girl child soon
after.

I have also researched into
the W F problems of Northern
Nigeria for a tv documentary, and
have come to rationalize the phe-
nomenon ofunder aged girls being
forced into marriage, especially to
older men as an issue that can not
be affected as long as our cultural
tenets and beliefs prevail. Butthen
in any case, the current incident
became topical only because the
Press gave it prominence, may be
more for political smear, rather
than for moral chastisement of
Senator Ahmed Sani.

Marriage to girls of the age of
Ahmed Sani’s Egyptian Live Barbie
is acommon practice in all of the
North even though the elite now
shun the practice. Incidentally,
none ofthose elite who engage in
this practice will give their girl-
child of that age away to a mar-
riage!

n truth, in many parts of the
North, poverty has caused many
parents to succumb to the luna-

tic lusts and pressures of perverse

TIMavwUS
Mathias

timmathias@yahoo.com

that pollute the healthy minds of
truly pious believers with mis-
interpretations of the holy word
to justify and satisfy their narcis-
sistic lusts. On the Sharia and the
Quran, Senator Ahmed Sani ruled
Zamfara State for 8 years without
redeeming the people ofthe State
from the shackles of poverty, hun-
ger, and disease, and God knows
that the resources ofthe State were
not fully directed at these debilitat-
ing maladies. The essence of Sharia
is to stamp out all vices from gov-
ernance and ensure that leaders
commit themselves to providing
succour for society. You do not
hear praise for Sani in Zamfara on
account of significant infrastruc-

sleep. “God forbid bad thing”.

When Zamfara elite who
opposed Ahmed Sani tried to stop
his second term bid in 2003, one
of their arguments to the people
ofthe state was the abysmal failure
of Sanis government to meet the
state’s needs in potable drinking
water.

t Yarima defeated them
nds down, when lead-
campaigning for him

onished the people to go for
e water of heaven that perpetu-

ally quenches thirst! This was to be
the benefit of Yarima’ Sharia rule!
Of course Sani won a second term
and still waxes strong in today’s
impoverished Zamfara State.

In his honeymoon abode in
Cairo, Egypt, (gaftya taja rakumi)
our Senator is basking in wealth
that is obviously “haram” to lay
claim to abidance by Quran
injunctions! When and how much
was his last Zakkat? He should say

But Ahmed Sani, the man who introduced

Islamic Law (Sharia) in State governance in

Nigeria, and ran Zamfara State for 8 years

under the pretext of institutionalizing that

revered system is supposed to be an example

of moral high standing.

tural development brought about
specifically because Shari‘a lawwas
applied in the State.

The reported dowry he paid,

rich men to accept such demeaningif true, could sink more than a

situations as “selling” their pretty
underage children to appease the
heartless whims of the well-off.
But Ahmed Sani, the man who
introduced Islamic Law (Sharia)
in State governance in Nigeria, and
ran Zamfara State for 8 years under
the pretext of institutionalizing
that revered system is supposed to
be an example of moral high stand-
ing. Certainly, he issupposedto be a
beacon of light and progress in this
bankrupt world. In Nigeria, there
is no moral platform and yardstick.
When you have money, the society
with all its socio-cultural and reli-
gious norms, simply bows to your
whims and appetites.

It is especially more agonizing
when God’ scriptures are used to
try to render the act right, when
even in the eyes of sinful mortal
man, such perversion is despica-
ble and must be more so before
God. Ahmed Sani, who is pres-
ently the Senate Minority Whip in
response to mounting pressure has
reportedly said that his home state
Zamfara has not domesticated the
provisions of the Child Rights Act
and is therefore not bound by the
provisions ofthe act. This isarrant
nonsense. Ahmed Sani publicly
swore by the Holy Quran to pro-
tect, defend and uphold the con-
stitution ofthe Federal Republic of
Nigeria. In his perversion now, has
he forgotten that he performed this
binding solemn act?

It is leaders like Ahmed Sani

number of wells and more than a
few boreholes which to me makes
him liable to investigation and
judgement under Sharia law. We
recall the small felon Jangedi who,
during Sani’ tenure, gave up his
arm as stipulated by Sharia law
because he pleaded guilty to steal-

ing.

e glso recall that Nuhu
adu, the former
CC chair, on the

so that his earnings, well-known
to God may also be known to us
tempted mortals.

The age at which awoman may
be married by any man has not
been specified. Religion empha-
sizes that the woman must have
reached puberty, but the deter-
mining factors for this puberty
have been cocooned into the so
called ability to make sound judge-
ment and left to society to deter-
mine! Even as many women at age
40 are incapable of sound judge-
ment, a man marries or makes a
woman out of a 13 year old only
out of banal lust and perversion,
against moral tenets and the fear

oor of the Senate describefl &md.. But then, the spirit of
ase of Sanis watch over Zahefaige is banal! Priests sodomis-

State asblatant and “naked looting,
looting, looting™ The times have
changed and Nuhu Ribadus cam-
elsofcorruption nowsitin the Leg-
islature and freely traverse the cor-
ridors of power passing through
the swivel-door eye ofthe Nigerian
needle. Some ofthem even hold the
reigns of power to the chagrin of
their meek opponents.

- In Nigeria, it is the norm for
the “big men” to sit on a heinous
social, political or economic crime
and claim precedence and honour.
Manytreasury looters blindfoldthe
system and without shame, flaunt
their ill-gotten wealth, brandishing
powers that the blood money has
helped them acquire, very much
to the frustration ofthe common
folk. The poor wear the foul smell
of their farting as perfume and
dance to the music of their rum-
bling overfed tummies and the all
nightly snoring oftheir tormented

ing children in church, a 64 year
old woman marrying a man of 25
years, a man married to over 80
wives, and is accepted by society; a
spiritual master, Boko Haram and
condemned Reverend Chris, sleep-
ing with the wives of the parish,
innocent children torn from their
mothers’loving arms and killed on
suspicion ofwitchcraft, men sleep-
ing with dogs and pigs - the world
has gone really up side down.

ut life goes on because
B/vomen groups particularly
rom the North have not
risen against the evil that men do
- with a loud and unified voice of
refusal. The consternation ofsome
organs ofthe media, the condem-
nation of Ahmed Sani and the reac-
tion of the Senate, women groups
and non governmental organiza-
tions is in deed a healthy develop-
ment.
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Agric Finance

www.fidelitybankplc.com

From our point of view

At Fidelity Bank we're supporting small, medium and large
scale agricultural establishments through our AGRI-NIGERIA
project. We believe that resuscitating this sector will provide
food security, employment as well as export revenue for the
country. This project allows beneficiaries to acquire fixed
assets, machinery, fertilizer, and other agricultural materials
on individual, joint, or co-operative bases. Loans are available
over convenient tenures at low payback rates. The objective
of this nationwide initiative is to provide farmers with project
funding through four schemes:

Fidelity Cooperative Union Facility
Fidelity Agric Lease Facility
Fidelity Self Help Group Facility
Fidelity Agric Trust Fund
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2) 570 Meter quay/berth at West African Container
Terminal Onne (WACT Jetty)

3) 376 Meter quay/berth at Federal Lighter
Terminal Onne (FLT 4)

4)Ports Standardization Projects

As well as Foundation stone laying
for future projects(Phase 4); We
wish to state that these projects
indeed prove the success of Public

Private PartnarRInp(PPP) in th e &
development of Nigerian Maritime
sector.

INTELS NIGERIALIMITED &
WEST AFRICA CONTAINER
TERMINAL NIGERIA LIMITED
are proud to be associated with the
projects.

You are welcome,

We wish you a happy stay in Rivers State

His Excellency,
DR. GOODLUCK EBELE JONATHAN, GXON
Ag, President &Commander-InChief of the Amred Forces

MANAGEMENT
Y Integrated

e L ooiati West Africa Container
te IS Sgg/iséecs WACT Terminal Nigeria Limited
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promo
now extended
till may 31
201

talk for 1 minute, get 1 minute free!

no raffle drams! sim ply:

= Buy an etisalat SIM from the nearest etisalat experience centre or retailer.

« Recharge and make a call to any etisalat line.

* Get 100% extra minutes on all calls made within the etisalat network.

« This meansthat for every Tminute (60 secs) you spend within the network, we give you 1 minute back for free!
= Useyourfree minutes to make calls to anyone on the etisalat network and talk longer, for free.

So whatare you waiting for? Hurry now and getyour etisalat SIM and start talking to enjoy the free minutes.

"This promo isopen to all newand existing etisalat subscribers.

S etisalat

now you're talking

far termsand conditions and man: information, go to www.etisalatcom.ng or call our customer care hotline on 080900000200

worldwide |aaan/0197


http://www.etisalatcom.ng
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NO matter oucall it, '
It could happen to you.

wuDEATH
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Buy Insu
£
Vxx«e™ | SEW M I I Corners tone |Custodian
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www.buyinsurancetodayng.com, call: 017643145
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TRRADE FRIR

THEM E:
Reinvigorating, E xisting, Cultural,

Social and Economic Ties

Details of participation at T West Africa Trade Fair schedule on 2 T May to 5" M m, 2020

COST Of SPACE

TYPE RATE

Open space {outdoor)
space lindaor)

Shell scheme (outdoor)

Please note that, minimum space is 30sqm while additional space ism multiple of I0sqm

NL500 per sqgm
N$,00G per sqgm
000 per sgm

COST OF UTfUTIES:

Electricity

6sgqm-30sgm NQJSM
31sgm-90sgm %Q'n
9lsqm-I1SGsgm ms,mo
1S1 and above

COST Of SPECIAL DAY

N200,000

Please kmdly mdscate ytxtr Interest through thH email: B WIIS

more enduiries. 22nd May-5th June,2010
Jg8|\gf & .

Kano Tr,
SIGNED:

Bashir Sa'ad Ibrahim
Deputy Manager Admin

For: Director General

LAGOS UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL

PRIVATE MAIl BAG 12003. LAGOS. NIGERIA
ESDENCY TRANNG

icatiors are invited far adimission info the Postgraduete Residency
#grirg Programes of the Lagos Unversity Teedhing Hosaital.

Training is available in the following disciplines:

(a) Anaesthesia

(b) Child Dental Health

(c) Clinical Pathology

(d) Haem, And Bid. Trans.

(e) Medical Micro and Parasitology
(f) Medicine (Physics)

(g) Morbid Anatomy

(h) Obstetrics & Gynaecology
(i) Oral Pathology/Oral Biology
(j) Oral & Max. Surgery
GENERAL REQUIREMENT:

Applicants should have at least one year professional experience and mustW fully registered
with Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria. Evidence of having completed NYSC is
mandatory. Success at the Primary Examination of either the West African Postgraduate

(k) Paediatrics

(1) Psychiatry

(m) Restorative Dentistry

(n) Radiation Biology and Radiotherapy
(o) Surgery

(p) Ophthalmology

(g) Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)

(r) Family Medicine

(s) Community Health

(t) Radiodiagnosis

Medical College orNational Postgraduate Medical College will be an advantage.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:

Application forms can be obtained from the office of Chairman, Medical Advisory Committee
in the Directorate of Clinical Services and Training on payment of non refundable fee of Ten
Thousand Naira (N10,000.00) in Bank Draft or cash payable to the Lagos University Teaching
Hospital. !

The full name and address of the applicant must be boldly written at the back of the Bank
Draft.

For applicants applying by post, requests for application forms must be accompanied by self
addressed and stamped foolscap envelopes.

Applications should be addressed to:

CHAIRMAN, MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

LAGOS UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL

P.M.B. 12003, LAGOS.

CLOSING DATE OF APPLICATION:

Completed application forms in duplicate, together with photocopies of relevant certificates
and credentials must be submitted to the above address not later than two weeks from the
date ofthis publication.

The Departmental Examinations/Interviewswould hold on 14th July,2010.
While the Management interview would hold on 4th August,2010.

PROF. AKIN OSiBOGUN
CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR

NORTHERN CONSORTIUM UNITED KINGDOM (NCUK)

In conjunction with

ZAMANICOLLEGE KADUNA

invites applications from suitable candidates for the

NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY)
scheduled for September 2010.

The NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY) is a
one-academic year, modular programme for
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS wishing to enter one of the
NCUK partner universities for an undergraduate course in September 2011.

NCUK 11 Partner Universities:

Bradford, Huddersfield, Leeds,
*Leeds Metropolitan, Liverpool, Liverpool John
Moores, Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan
Salford, Sheffield, Sheffield Hallam.

Entry Requirements for the NCUK IFY

at Zamani College:

- 6 SSCE credits at C5 and above

- Credits must include English and Mathematics
- Willingness to work

Public presentations will be held for interested students and parents in Kaduna, Jos and Kano when
Dr Terry Jeves, Deputy Chief Executive of NCUK, will be available for on the spot discussions.

Candidates wishing to apply for the NCUK IFY should bring with them their SSCE results/SSI1-3 reports.

K A D U

(11,00a.m -2 .00p.i
<3.00 -6.00 p.r

8§tH M ay, 20"10
& 12th

For all enquiries, please contact:

MrsJ. Mohammed or MrO .Shingyu

Principal (0805 648 0340)

M ay, 2010
2 I »»<*ni C ollege,

. Vice Principal (0802 9170280)

N A

K adui

or Mrsl. To-Anadu

School Administrator (0703 568 2002)

ZAMANI COLLEGE 1 Waziri Maccido Road, Off Isa Kaita Road, Malali, Kaduna



NIGERIAN ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

ADAMAWA PLAZA, PLOT 1099, 1st AVENUE, CBD, P.M.B, 136, ABUJA

INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION AND
TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS

1. INTRODUCTION - '
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC) is desirous to undertake the following
projects:

1. Supply of ComputerSoftware and Hardware

2, Supply of General Office Equipment

Consequently, the NERC wishes to invite reputable and competent companies for pre-
qualification and tender for the projects as stated above.

2. ELIGIBILITYTO PARTICIPATE
Interested and competent companies wishing to carry out the above job must have necessary
competences and possessthe fbllowing:-

a) Certificate of registration with Corporate Affairs Commission

b) Company's current Tax Clearance Certificate issued by the proper authority and
reflectingthe trueturnoverofthe company inany tax period

c) VATRegistration Certificate
Comprehensive company profile reflecting executive capacity with addresses, mobile
phone numbers and e-mail contacts

e) Evidencefrom the company's bankers asto itsfinancial capacity to undertake the project
if awarded. In addition prospective bidders shall be required to demonstrate that they
are financially capable to provide any service which they may be offered following this
general qualification

f) A sworn statementthatthe companyisnotin receivership or aboutto be in receivership

g} Accompanying sworn affidavit of disclosure; to disclose clearly if any of the officers (or
related persons) of the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC) or Bureau for
public Procurement is a former or present Director/Chairman of the company and that
the company does not have any Director/Chairman who has been convicted in any
country forany criminal offence relatingto fraud or financial impropriety;

h) Verifiable documentary evidence of similar and other jobs successfully executed within
the lastthree years. Such evidence shall be inform ofvalid and verifiable letters of award
of contract(s), contract agreement and completion certificates or Interim Payment
Certificates where such services(s) is still in progress

iy A sworn Affidavit that the company is not a replacement for a hitherto tax defaulting
company

J) Submit evidence of having fulfilled all obligations with regards to pensions and social
contributions as provided in the Pensions Acts 2004

3. COLLECTION OF BID DOCUMENT

Interested and competent contractors wishing to participate in the above job should collectthe
Bid document from the Procurement Unit, |'s Floor, NERC, Adamawa Plaza subject to the
presentation of evidence of payment of a non-refundable fee of N10,000.00 (Ten Thousand
Naira Only) for each project. Firms tendering for more than one project must submit separate
documentation for each.

4. SUBMISSIONS OF TENDERS
The submission will be intwo separate envelopes
A. The General Requirements should be submitted in a sealed envelope boldly marked at the
top leftcorner: "Prequalification for... {Indicate the projecttitle)”
B. Financial bid should be submitted in a sealed envelope boldly marked at the top left
corner: "Financial Bidforthe Procurementof... (indicate the projecttitle)”

The two envelopes sealed should be inserted in a larger envelope boldly marked “TENDER
FOR..,.".,(mdicate projecttitle)".
All submissions must be received at the Commission’s Secretariat, 2nd Floor, Adamawa Plaza on
or before 11.00 am Tuesday June 15%*, 2010 and addressed asindicated below

The Administrator

Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission

Adamawa Plaza, Plot 1099, CBD, Abuja

OPENING OF TENDERS
Bids will be opened on the IS* June, 2010 inthe presence of general public and representatives
of bidders who choose to attend at 12:00 noon in the Commission’s Hearing Room 1 i! floor,
Adamawa Plaza, Abuja.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
1) The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission reserves the right to verify claims made
by any contractor

2) Presentation of falsified information such as turnover figures on Tax Clearance
Certificate etcwill lead to automatic disqualification

3) Tenderingfalse documentsisan offence and will lead to disqualification.

4) Winning bids will be selected in accordance with the procedures as set out in the 2007
Public ProcurementAct 2007

5) Nothing in this notice shall be construed to be commitment on the partofthe NERC.

SIGNED
MANAGEMENT

DAILY TRUST

Wednesday, May 5,2010

NIGERIAN ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

ADAMAWA PLAZA,PLOT 1099, ICAVENUE. CBD,P.M.B. m , ABUJA

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

This request for Expression of Interest is for the execution of vital consultancy projects that will
aid the Commission Inhercore activities

The projects required are:
1: Engagement of Health & Safety Inspectorsand Investigators
2: Development of Regulatory framework for the creation/operation of Power Consumer
Assistance Fund
3: Advisory Services on Strategic review and follow-up services for 2010 Management Retreat
4: Engagement of Inspectorsfor Review o fSuccessorCompanies Accounts
5: Engagement of Financial Management Consultant including
Audit Manual
6: Engagement ofConsultant for Electricity Performance Monitoring Framework

development of Interna!

A more detailed Term of reference (TOR) shall be provided alongside with the Request for
Proposal (RFP) and will be sentto firms that will be shortlisted for the assignment

1. ELIGIBILITYTO PARTICIPATE
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission now invites eligible Consultants to indicate their
interest in providing the above services. Interested consultants must provide detailed
information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services as provided for in the
ProcurementAct. The information mustalso include
(a) Corebusinessarea ofthe organization and years of experience with brochure
(b) Description of similar assignments executed and that are verifiable, references that can
attestto successful completion ofsimilarjobs and experience in similar conditions
(c) Appropriate key personnel available forthe assignment
(d) Certificate of registration with Corporate Affairs Commission
(e) Company's current Tax Clearance Certificate issued by the proper authority and reflecting
the true turnover ofthe company in any tax period
(0 VAT Registration Certificate
(g) Comprehensive company profile reflecting executive capacity with addresses, mobile
phone numbers and e-mail contacts
(h

=

Evidence from the company's bankers asto its financial capacity to undertake the project
ifawarded. In addition prospective bidders shall be required to demonstrate that they are
financially capable to provide any service which they may be offered following this
general qualification
(i) Asworn statementthatthe company isnotinreceivership oraboutto be inreceivership
(1) Accompanying sworn affidavit of disclosure; to disclose clearly if any of the officers (or
related persons) of the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC) or Bureau for
public Procurement is a former or present Director/Chairman ofthe company and that
the company does not have any Director/Chairman who has been convicted in any
countryforany criminal offence relatingtofraud or financial impropriety.

, (k) Verifiable documentary evidence of similar and other Jobs successfully executed within
the lastthree years. Such evidence shall be in form of valid and verifiable letters of award
of contract(s), contract agreement and completion certificates or Interim Payment
Certificates where such services(s) isstill in progress

() A sworn Affidavit that the company is not a replacement for a hitherto tax defaulting
company
(M) Submit evidence of having fulfilled all obligations with regards to pensions
and social contributions as provided inthe Pensions Acts 2004

Interested Consultants may obtain further information from the Procurement Unit of the
Commission asfrom 9.00amto4.00pm Monday to Friday at the address stated below.

2. SUBMISSION OF EQI
Expressions of Interest (EOI) must be submitted in three (3) hard copies and one electronic copy
on CD on or before 11.00 am, Tuesday, May 25*, 2010 with the inscription on the Top left side of
the envelopes: "Expression of interest for Consultancy for..... (state the project title)", late
submissions will be rejected. EOl must be submitted at the Commission's Secretariat, 2* Floor,
Adamawa Plaza and addressed as indicated below:

The Administrator

Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission

Adamawa Plaza, 2”*Floor

Plot1099,1“ Avenue, Off Shehu Shagari Way

CBD, Abuja

The EOI will be opened on 25" May, 2010 in the presence of general public and representatives
of firms that expressed interest who choose to attend at 12: 00 noon in the Commission's
Hearing Room onthe 1“floor of Adamawa Plaza.

3. IMPORTANT NOTICE
Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures as set out in the 2007
Procurement Act and the Procurement Procedure Manual for Public Procurement in Nigeria
January 2008. Consultants expressing interest in more than one project should submit separate
documentation for each.
SIGNED
MANAGEMENT
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CORRUPTION

L etus stop pontificating on virtues and morals in
leadership positions in present-day Nigeria and
instead (go on) to admit the stark reality of the

unflattering, self-inflicted tragedy of our nation.

It is not that we have been fortunate thus far, to have
decent and altruistic persons in sacred offices of
Government in this nation, it is simply that Nigeria
has been unfortunate to have, as KING over her,
CORRUPTION itself, these past 45 years. Therefore
the citizens (“citizenship” is inappropriate in this
context, rather it is serfdom) are subjected to
rightless existence; not even the basic of human
rights, like water, social justice and electricity are
available to them because they appear to have
willingly surrendered their basic freedoms to KING
CORRUPTION.

We will not today shout ourselves hoarse chronicling
the ills and the widespread sufferings, daily
consummated, by the Nigerian people, but rather we
would reiterate the urgent need for the few, perceptive
and liberated Nigerian minds to undertake a natural duty
of rousing themselves to depose KING CORRUPTION
NOW, in order to spare the nation and indeed the entire
sub-region of a great calamity.

m  PIUS OKIGBO REPORT ON THE EXCESS CRUDE
OIL WINDFALL

Not long ago, the Pius Okigho Report detailed the
extensive stealing of the country's oil revenue
windfall, by the then impostor in government who
declared himself “President” with pervasive powers.
In addition to his theft of a substantial tranche of the
cash, he also appropriated the entire oil resources of
the nation, giving them out, like personal property at
will, to friends, cronies and irresponsible bootlickers,
while simultaneously hawking them to foreigners
and pocketing the huge proceeds.

After him came a succession of his type right through
to the contrived facade of a democratic dispensation
in 1999 through to the presenttime.

m  CHARADEDEMOCRACY

King Corruption is ALL so imperial inthe land that even
in a charade democracy, the Nigerian people are
disenfranchised; although they goto the polls on polling
days, their votes never count ifs all a waste of their
time. Consequently, both the Executive and the
legislative branches of governments are invariably
monopolised by persons from one and the same party,
in some cases up to 95% of their membership, in a so-
called "multi party system.” What afacade!

We have highlighted these several times that even the
deaf and the dumb have heard us, which fact ironically
seems to have given some dubious comfort to KING
CORRUPTION that the people can never organise to
confront him, let alone dislodge or put him apart.

m THEY SOLD THE COUNTRY'S ASSETS CHEAP TO
FOREIGNERS AND TOOK HEFTY BRIBES

Hmmi Today, while the nation is still reeling under
the spectacle of the uncertainties of 2 presidents in
office, a logical consequence of KING
CORRUPTION'S unbridled activities and of the
serious internal contradictions that have mortally
chewed his intestines, yet, another of his

multifarious felonies against our nation is exposed.
Though we have said “there shall be an Interim
Administration in Nigeria before the next elections”,
but KING CORRUPTION, in a grand self delusion still
believes he can continue as before; after all, the
people are there for his ride, and with a mischievous
support from some foreign governments, he believes
he can still wield his abracadabra over Nigeria and
yet again ram 2011 down the throat of the nation.
Recall that we warned you, he had a different agenda
of not bothering to do any elections, but simply to
amend the constitution and award itself term-
eiongation across the board.

m HALIBURTON LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS PROJECT

The Haliburton bribery scandal among many others,
involving KING CORRUPTION, has been festering for
sometime, but KING CORRUPTION reckons, he has it
all under control. It is noteworthy to observe that the
Americans have since dealt with their own nationals
involved in this crime, by jailing them. No thanks to
the people, but ail praise and Glory belong to the
CREATOR, THE GOD OF JUSTICE. For what has been
hidden are beginning to unravel.

The details of the Haliburton Scandal, kept in wraps
for a long time are now in the public domain. The
DAILY INDEPENDENT, (of all newspapers) last week-
GOD moves in a mysterious way - blew the cover off
the hidden REPORT. The Report had been complied
after an extensive investigation by a formidable array
of 9 no-nonsense, Incorruptible Nigerian men and
women, led by Mike Okiro including, Mrs. Farida
Waziri, representatives of the National Security
Adviser, State Security Service etc.

The REPORT listed Obasanjo, Abdulsalam, Abacha,
Atiku, Dan Etete, Ernest Sonekan, former Inspector
General of Police and member of Jonathan's PAC,
Muhammed Yusuf, Don Etiebet and lesser civil
servants and technocrats involved one way or the
otherin the bribery saga. There are many other cases
of plunder and looting by these fellows and others,
still hidden.

Well, the disclosure may shock some people in this
pitiable country, but please remember we have for
more than 30 years been drumming K to your ears
that we need to sweep out the rats and the
mosquitoes that are sucking the nation's blood dry!!

Now hearthe Daily Independent on the matter “It
is to the eternal shame ofthe nation that on the eve
of the 50* anniversary of its independence from
British colonialism, the Halliburton list of infamy
was like a compilation of Nigeria's contemporary
who is who. It is even more disturbing that almost
two thirds of those on the list have been bestowed
with one national honour or another. It presents a
graphicillustration ofthe devaluation ofthe national
ethos.

Theroll callincluded four former heads ofstate and
two wives, as well as former governors and
ministers. As the Daily Independents Report
summedit, ‘indeed the top echelons ofthe country's
political and military establishments, including
technocrats, have been indicted by the United
States law enforcement officials overthe N27billion
Haliburton bribery scandal.’ It speaks volumes
aboutthe nature ofthe society we have become that

1S KING!

the report did not set off a major political
earthquake. Nigerians have reached such a state of
anomie that they appear to have become
shockproof. Thisis a shame, because it is precisely
the response that the alleged perpetrators of these
acts want: a bored and indifferent public looking on
while they, the perpetrators, get on with the job of
defraudingthe exchequer.

Theyshould notbe allowed to getaway with it. Even
given the present depraved conditions of Nigerian
public finance, N27bilion is quite a staggering
figure. Themagnitude ofthe amountinvolvedis best
appreciated when translated into opportunity cost
N27bilion worth of lost investments in schools,
healthcare facilities, roads, bridges and so forth.
Many countriesin Africa simply do nothave the hard
currency equivalent of this figure to play around
with. Even by the abysmal and irresponsible
standards the nation has setfor itself, we should not
just shrug our shoulders in helplessness. Its time
forafight-back to the mounted. ”

“It says a lot about what this country has become
that the Okiro Report on the Haliburton scandal was
sentto President Yar-Adua as far back as May last
year, with not even a perfunctory comment to the
public bythe Presidency. ”

Need we say more about the urgent necessity of the
revolution, by which only, we can terminate, once
and for all, the long reign of KING CORRUPTION, if we
are to avoid a national doom of unpredictable
proportions. Again, do you not now see the need for
the establishment of a regime of Peoples' Courts to
dispense Justice.

Although, we assert that there are a few impeccable
individual Nigerian Judges, yet, we emphatically
deny the capacity and capability of the Nigerian
judicial system to serve the ends of Justice. We
speak authoritatively. Thus we must have an Interim
Administration in this nation BEFORE any elections
are undertaken. The task before the INTERIM
ADMINISTRATION will be enormous. We can
however list some of the core tasks as:

(1) Dealing a death-blow to KING
CORRUPTION.

(2) THE CONSTITUTION MUST have to be
reviewed to put the nation on a proper Federal
Foundation. There is abundance of wealth in
each and every zone of NIGERIA. KING
CORRUPTION was born out of, and indeed is the
offspring of over centralisation of power at the
centre. He, inturn produced his own children in
the various state executives, legislatures and
others.

(3) WE MUST DEVOLVE autonomy to the six or
eight or ten zones of the nation, as the case may
be. This would call for a sovereign National
Conference.

(4) THECIVIL SERVICE would be restructured.

These are but a few of the urgent tasks that must be
addressed. And Nigeria does possess her own truly
patriotic children capable of meeting these
challengesin an Interim Administration. m

NATIONAL INTERVENTION GROUP

E-mail: info@nationalinterventiongroup.com
www.nationalinterventiongroup.com

DR. TUNJI BRAITHWAITE
Founder.
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Angry Egyptian workers
camp outside parliament

MERVAT Rifai, a 34-year-old mother ofthree, has like dozens of other
civil servants and labourers been camping outside Egypts parliament
building for weeks demanding better working conditions.

She, like her fellow campers who have made the pavement their
home, is determined not to leave until her voice is heard.Rifai left her
childrenwith family and neighbours in her small town in the Nile Delta
governorate of Beheira to join the sit-in.

“They totally ignore our claims. But we will stay here, because after
all this I refuse to go home empty handed,” said Rifai, who works for an
organisation affiliated to the agriculture ministry.

For more than amonth she and her fellow demonstrators have occu-
pied the pavement in front of the Peoples Assembly 24 hours a day,
sleeping'on the ground and using the ablution facilities of a nearby
mosque.

“Our salaries are somewhere between 60 and 95 Egyptian pounds
(11 and 18 dollars) a month,” Rifai lamented.

The parliamentbuilding, in the heart of Cairo, has for several weeks
also become the focal point for dozens ofimpromptu protests by Egyp-
tians confronted with unemployment and the high cost ofliving.

State employees, workers struggling since the privatisation of their
factories, and disabled Egyptians demanding respect for their rights
have demonstrated tirelessly in front ofthe building.

The protests and sit-ins, which the police have so far tolerated, reflect

the profound social'malaise in a country where, despite five years of
economic reform, nearly 40 percent of the population live around the
poverty line.

The discontent has not yet led to the wider civil disturbance that
rocked the nation in the 1970s, with the phasing out of subsidies on
food prices, or the strikes that affected Egypt’s industrial regions in
2007 and 2008.

Butinflation ataround 10 percent, price spikes and a shortage ofcer-
tain basic goods, including household gas, diesel and beef, have height-
ened the sense of exasperation felt by swathes of Egyptians already
struggling to make ends meet.

On March 30, a court asked the government to agree to anew mini-
mum wage, which has been fixed at 35 Egyptian pounds (6.3 dollars) a
month since 1984. On Sunday, several hundred protesters gathered out-
side government offices in central Cairo, amid a heavy police presence,
to demand aminimum monthly wage of 1,200 pounds (216 dollars).

Egypt’s state minister for economic development Osman Moham-
med Osman has indicated that a minimum stipend 0450 pounds (82
dollars) a month is being considered.

Among those staging a protest in front of parliament are employees
ofan Egyptian company that manufactures telephones who have gone
unpaid for four months. The Masara company was privatised in 2000
and has since suspended operations.

Cote d'Ivoire checkpoint bribes cost '$300m'

UP to $300m (£200m) is paid
in bribes at checkpoints in Cote
d’lvoire each year, a business
leader says. “Every Ivorian today...
has been asked to pay at a road-
block,” Chamber of Commerce
President Jean-Louis Billon told
the BBC. He blamed “mafias”

operating within both the army
and the former rebel New Forces,
who still control northern Cote
d’lvoire, for the extortion racket.

The two sides agreed to share
power in 2007 but elections have
been put back.

Checkpoints remain com-

mon on both sides of the coun-
try which has been divided since
rebels took up arms in 2002.

Cote d’lvoire used to enjoy the
highest living standards in West
Africa but the political unrest has
badly affected the economy.

Mr Billon told the BBCs Focus

on Africa programme that the
total amount paid in such bribes
may be up to $600m (£400m).

This would be equivalent to
more than 2% of the country’s
economy.

Mr Billon said he was quoting
a study by the World Bank.

Homages
paid to
Moroccan
critic ang
philosopher

HOMAGES have been paid to
Mohamed Abed Al-Jabri, the
Moroccan Islamic philosopher,
critic and political ideologue for
a socialist opposition party, who
died in Casablanca this week.

“He was at once an intellectual
critic of Arab-Islamic thought, a
political man, and the thinker for
the Socialist Union of Popular
Forces”, political commentator
Mohammed Tozy told AFP on
yesterday.

“From the basis of his reading
of two Arab thinkers, Ibn Khal-
dun and Averroes, he adopted a
critical approach in his analysis of
Arab thought”, said Mohammed
Darif, specialist in Islamic trends
in Morocco.

Al-Jabri’s thinking focused
on the problem of “how to read
and reread Arab-Islamic writings
without making the facts sacred?”
Darifadded.

Born in 1935in Figuig, south-
eastern Morocco, Al-Jabri studied
in Syria and completed his thesis
in 1970 on the history of Muslims
according to 1bn Khaldun (1332-
1406).

Al-Jabri had been a founding
member of the Socialist Union
of Popular Forces in 1975, and
quickly became one of its key
thinkers, but he took his distance
in the late 1980s.

Islamic group to
distribute food
in Somalia

AN official with the Organization
of Islamic Conference says the
group plans to reopen its office in
war-ravaged Somalia after nearly
17 years.

The groups director of
humanitarian affairs, Fuad Ali
Al-Masna’i, says the aim isto pro-
vide aid to hungry Somalis whose
humanitarian situation is deteri-
orating due to the withdrawal of
the U.N.5 food agency early this
year. He said Monday that the
office would open soon, but did
not give a date.

Nearly halfof Somalia’s 7 mil-
lion people depend on food aid.

The militant group al-Shabab
barred the World Food Program
from distributing food in areas
under its control.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in collaboration with the Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN)and the Nigerian Communications Commission
(NCC),willconductthe 2009 Annual Socio-Economic Survey nationwide, from May 3 May 23 2010.

The overall objective of the survey is to collect socio-economic statistics, personal workers’ remittances and data on Information and
Communications Technology (1CT). These data would facilitate:

> Theproduction Gross Domestic Product(GDP),

> Compilation ofthe CurrentAccountsection ofthe Balance ofPayment (BOP) and
> GenerationofICT indicators.

These statisticswould assistin monitoring the economic performance ofthe country.

The general public is therefore requested to assistthe enumerators in the field to achieve
the objectivesof the survey.

Pleasenote thatfailure to cooperate with the enumerators ispunishable under the Statistics
Actof2007,the CBN Actof2007 and the Communications Acto f2003.

Thank you.
Dr. George Adewoye Sanil. Doguwa. PhD Dr, Henry Nkemadu
Director of Real Sector & Director of Statistics Policy, Economic Analysis and
Research Planning &Research Central Bank ofNigeria Nigerian Communications

Commission Household Statistics Dept.
National Bureau of Statistics

ING CAREER OPENINGS IN MARKETING & SALES WITH

SIMBA MOTORS AT KANO

Simba Motors Limited, part of the diversified Simba Group of companies who have been
operating in Nigeria for more than 20 years, are looking for highly motivated and result oriented
Sales Managers/ Sales Executives to market and sell the internationally renowned TATA brand
of commercial vehicles in northern Nigeria.

The compensation package offered will match the best in industry with fast track career growth
linked to performance on thejob.

AppNcations are invited only from candidates who have sales and marketing experience ranging
from 2 to 10 years with reputed automobile companies in Nigeria and willing to work in Kano.

CVs' should be sent to hrd@simbaonline.net within 7 days from the publication of this
advertisement. ~
SIMBA

IM SV iK »


mailto:hrd@simbaonline.net

124

Zoning

ynknrnor Sule Lamido's answer to the question o fthe rotation/zoningpolicy o f

M ‘jm-thePDPatthe Interactive Session requested by andgranted thejournalists on

V f the entourage of the Honourable Minister for Information and
Communication to the commissioning o fNTA Hadejia and Gurnet stations in Jigawa
Stateon Friday, April3tf, 2010 is extractedandpublished independently heresom to
correctthe distortion in thepopular media whichpresented His Excellency as Mindly
or cheuvinixticalfy insisting on the dogma o fzoning. Apartfrom the media reports so
far having omitted the rich background ofthe zoning arrangement that Governor
Lamido provided in answering the question, it also represented the governor as if
replying former President Obasanjo’s recent comments in New York on the issue.
Hence, the needto reproducethatanswerasgiven by His Excellency.

Thepointis also to show that historically, Sule Lamido hasa consistentposition on the
political context o fzoning. And this can be ascertainedfrom the book. The Populist
Factor in Nigerian Politics published in 199% and in which he said on (page 126):
"....And because ofthe toss offaith, o ftrust in each other, all these deals would be pat
down in the constitution, Alt these because there has been a distortion o fnational values,
So, in relating to each other, there ts nofaith. The next man needs to he concretely
assured before he agrees withyou. He creates support in local interest making zoning, a
reactionary thing before, to acquire high political profile. Younowfeelsaferifan Idoma
NPNpresidentisthere even thoughyou areprogressive whereas itshould have been that
youfeel saferifthe manyou trustedpolitically is there. A Kano mm neverfelt happyon
accountofShagaribecause he couldn'tsee hispoliticalpedigree in him. All these things
have been destroyed. And to move forward, for the purpose o fself discover\> and
restoration oftrustin each other, this rotational thing has to beput there. As asafeguard
tomoveforward, wehavetohaveit “

Elsewhere inthe samebook, he alsosaid, inter alia,

"The Yarubmfeelitwas the caliphate thatdid itand the average Southernersays, "ifthe
Yarubas are damned, who arewe  Thereisno h w you can debunk this that IBB was
doinghis own thing. Theysee the North inconcert. |fyou tryto explain, the}’can see.the
point but they will tellyou, we agree it was Babangida who annulled June 12, but let's
have the guarantee that we are also entitled to produce apresident. 1fyou say m, they
say okayyou arenotserious. Sotim e guaranteesarejustnecessary to assure each other
thatweactuallyhaw apoliticaldestinyandithasto beguaranteed ¥, =

In other words, whatever Lamidosaysaboutzoning now isin the contextthat, in deeply
dividedmulti-ethnksocieties likeNigeria, democracy cannotbe basedsolelyon afree-
wheeling majoritarianism. Hencethe transformation o ftheprinciple o fzoningfrom a
conservative, NPNish idea in the SecondRepublic to the solepolitical shopping listof,
particularly Southern Nigerian elite tike the respected Dr. Alex Ekwueme atthe 1995
Constitutional Conference and eventually a nationally settled conflict management
therapy for Nigeria's diversity.

But, ifin 2010, Nigeriansfeel they have overcome the basisfor zoning and rotation o f
power and are now comfortable with merit, who is Sule Lamido to question such

Alhaji Sule Lamido
Governor, Jigawa State

Wy W W

Wednesday, May 5,2010
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collective opportunism? Thisis (hepointinthis clarification anditgoesasfollow:
“Sir, my name b Paul Obi. i write for Thisday newspaper. You are a strong and a
formidable memberofthe People's Democratic Party, PDP

Lamido: Whatam i?

Astrongand formidable memberofthe PDP

Lamido: (General laughter)Okay, go ahead

There is controversy surrounding flu rotational Presidency in the country, Amt k
should rotate between the regions which is embeddedin the PDPconstitution. Whatit
yourposition onthatandifthe statusquo remains, willyou runt

Well, thank you for this question because I think it is very important. Now democracy,
although universal, when it comes to application, it is supposed to understand
peculiarities and, therefore, work towards those known peculiarities. Nigeria has a very
rugged history and sometimes when it comes to national affairs, even you as were
growing through primary days through the university, you have this wonderful sense of
friendship between your various friends in the hostels, Hausas among Yorubas, in
schools, inthe universities. As you are growing and you are being molded, you grow as
Nigerians, you like each other but somehow after you graduate and you go in to life,
somewhere you begin to find these cubicles where you begin to fit yourselves into it and
thatisthe danger.

Inthe POP'swisdom, reflectingon how Nigeria has fared in the last49 years, first
under democracy then the interregnum under Gowon and then the Shagari's
administration, the Buhari/Babangida coup. There was interregnum for a number of
years, and then the return to democracy under Babangida, the June 12, after June 12,
Abacha and what have you! A numberofthings were becoming very glaring and we said
thatwe wanted to be really honest to ourselves: that white we cherish democracy but then,
itcan notbe a wholesale democracy, it has to be able to address our peculiar needs and in
1999, Nigeria was thoroughly injured with wounds pouring out blood
...(inaudible)...and to be able to rescue Nigeria from this kind ofterrible slide, we said,
fair enough, Nigerian political leadership is very important. Nigerians were more
concerned about their own son being there than any otherthing else.

#

So, in 1999 and | am being very' honest to you, the issue was not about power,
(electricity), it was not even about agriculture or even the economy as a program. The
issue was giving Nigeria the political leadership which first, should give selfconfidence
to its various components as a country because you need peace and stability for other
things to be achieved and in 1999 Nigeria was thoroughly Balkanisred along various
emotions andsentiments. Sothe issue, firstand foremost, was political leadership,

Before you talk about the leader, they said, you Hausa, you the northerners, you have
been around « d by that monopoly, you are reducing others as equal Nigerians. We have
been through June 12. and after June 12, it was your son and it is the same thing:
Babangida forJune 12, after Babangida, itwas Abacha, afterAbacha, Abdulsalami.

.... The PDP in her own wisdom, because itwas a formation of leaders that had very clear

*understanding of the Nigerian's history, such that they were honest and courageous to
come up with a program or the mechanism to be able to assuage other Nigerians, pacify
them and comfort them, let them feel they are equals. So, we said let us rotate. We {in the
party) gave powerto the south, buteven then, it hasto be froma particular area. Wetook it
to the South-West,

So therotation is very important. Now, the country is coming out o fits own injury, weare
becoming very stable, so you may want to retract or renounce hut then, at least, let if go
through the whole hug. So, as faras 1am concerned, by virtue of my global experience, |
am a nationalist hut then the nation has to be there for me to be the nationalist. And so, any
thing which will keep Nigeria united as a mechanism, 1will accept it and therefore the
philosophy of rotation under the PDP which is a very mature party, a party of matured
people, ofleaders, | think we should vote for it.

Though this does not stop any body from aspiring or contesting outside the zone. You
could see in1999, even those parties like APP and AD adopted zoning. Yousee, AD after
their convention where Olu Falae emerged as a candidate for the AD, APP after their
convention where Ogbonaya Chiu emerged, these are two different parties of different
constitutions but ah» they realized that they were operating on the Nigerian soil which
has a peculiar situation and therefore Olu Falae was collapsed, Onu was collapsed, the
convention which was sacrosanct, which is the highestauthority, had to be collapsed and
they had to bring Shinkafi and Onu, they now brought somebody from the South-West,
andthat broughtaboutFalae and Shinkafi.

Now we must never loose sense of history before arriving at where we are today. If, in
1999, ifthese parties had to cave in under an extreme necessity or doctrine of securing
Nigeria, that means PDP was right and it will remain right and 1am sure Nigerians do
understandand so it is a matter ofhonorfor PDPto stand by this particulararrangement

Theotherpartofthequestion is whetheryou wiltrun?
I am already a governor here. So, | have no any particular inkling to be anythingelse”.

Stillon the rotationally Presidency, overthe night, I stumbledon an interview granted
by Obasanjo on the issue ofthe rotational presidency. He said there was never any
arrangement like that and that Goodluck Jonathan has every right to contestfor the
2011 election. Isitnota contradiction?

Yousee, to be honest, 1haven't seen the interview youare talking about. 1have not seen it
and I don't know on which level | can trust you. Number two, ifyou are talking based on
the provision ofthe Nigerian constitution, it is perfect. The Nigerian Constitution is very
clear on the issue and, therefore, to that extent, he is rightbut then again, political parties
have gottheirown peculiar arrangements forwhich they can win votes and you Me freeto
comewith anything whichyou think can make you capture power. That'sall.

DAILY TRUST
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH

P.M.B 42, GOMBE

HEALTH SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT-I!
OPP. OFFICE OF THE ACCOUNTANT GENERAL, GOVT. HOUSE ROAD, GRA GOMBE

(World Bank Assisted Project)

Our ref: HSDP-1II/ADM/30/VOL.1
Our ref:

Date: 5" May, 2010

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

COUNTRY: NIGERIA

PROJECT: GOMBE STATE HEALTH SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT I!
PROCUREMENTOF FURNITURES

CREDITNO. 4522- UNI

IFBNO. GMS/HSDPII/NCB/GDS/01/2010

DATE: SwWMAY 2010, CONTRACT NO. HSDPII/NCB/GOOD/01/2010

1. This invitation for 8ids follows the genera! procurement notice for this project
that appeared inThis Day Vol. 14 No. 50920f 1*“April 2009

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria has received financing from the world bank
towards the cost of Gombe Health System Development ProjectIl, and itintends
to appiy part ofthe funds toward payments under the contract for procurement

- of Furniture, GM5/HSDPII/NCB/GDS/01/2G10

3* The Gombe Health System Development Project Il now invites sealed bids from
eligible and qualified bidders for the procurement of Furnitures as listed
below:-
LOT1. FURNITURE {PHC Complex)
Bidsecurity:atleast  ofthe bid price

LOT 2. FURNITURE (Staff Quarters)
Bid security: atleast 3%ofthe bid price

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive lidding (NCB)
procedures as specified inthe world Bank’sGuidelines: Procurementunder IBRD
Loan and IDA Credits (current edition), and is open to all eligible bidders as

S defined inthe Bidding Document, '

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the
biddingdocuments atthe address beiow:-
Gombe State Health System DevelopmentProject 1L
Opposite office ofthe Accountant General!
GovernmentHouse Road, S. R,AGombe
Gombe State.

v Tel:072-221714,222574,08023505673,08037678198

) From 10:00am prompt

6. Qualification requirements include: a copy of the company profile containing
details of personnel and equipment, magnitude ofjobs done inthe lastfive years
and the company mast be duly registered and incorporated with appropriate

legal body.

7, Acomplete set ofbidding documents in English may be purchased by interested
bidders on the submission of a written application to the address above and
upon payment of a non -‘refundable fee of Ten Thousand Naira only (N
10,000.00) or ($75,76). the method of payment wiil be certified Bank draft or
cash. Cash payment shall be paid to Gombe state Heaith System Development
Project Il Account No. 215430000346901 at Gombe Brach of fin Bank Nigeria
Pic, The document will be collected by hand or send by courier services on
recjuest.

8, Bids must be delivered to the address above on or before 10:00dm, 2"*June
2010. Electronic bidding shall not be permitted. Bids wil! be opened physically in
the presence of bidders representatives who choose to attend in person at the
address below at 10:00am asindicated above for each lot.

9, All bids shallbe accompanied by abid security as indicated above for each lot,
mBids will be opened in the presence of bidders' representatives who choose to
attend atthe address below:-

Gombe state Health System Development Project Il Conference Hall, Opposite
Office Of The Accountant General, Government House Road, Gombe Gombe
state of Nigeria by 10:00am on Z June 2010.

The Project Manager,

Health System Development Project IS

Opposite office of the Accountant General,

Government House Road,

G, R.AGombe, Gombe state
Tel:072-222574,221714,08036867992,08023505673,08037678198
Email: gmshsdp 2fflyahoo.com

Alh, Mohammed Audi Waziri
(Project Manager)
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«BAITIL-ATIQ

Travels & Tours (Nig) Ltd.

Plot: 500B Tafawa Balewa Way
Area 3, Garki, Abuja
Tel:- 09-2340965, 08033109675 EMAIL: baitil_atiqtravels@yahoo.com

UMRAH AND HAJ 12010, VISA
(FOR UMRAH) AVAILABLE NOW

INSTALMENTALPAYMENTSACCEPTABLE FROM 1STAPRIL. 2010
1. UMRAH FORONETO TWO WEEKS (GOING ON NOW)

PACKAGE:
7DAYS OR MORE IN MAKKA,AND 3 DAYS OR MORE IN MADDINA,
ATTHECOSTOFN 120,000.00
SERVICES COVERING THE N 120,000.00 INCLUDE; UMRAH
PROCESSING FEES, TRANSPORTATION FROM JEDDATO MAKKA-
MADINA-JIDDA, PLUS 4 STAR HOTEL IN MAKKA AND MADINA
HOWEVER, THEY DONOT COVER AIR FARESAND VIPHOTELS.

2. ARRANGEMENT FOR AIR FARES AND VIP HOTELS CAN BE
MADE ON REQUEST.
SOME OF THE FIVE STAR (VIP) HOTELS AVAILABLE IN MAKKA
AND MADINA ARE: ZAMZAM, AJYAD, HILTON, DARUL TAUHID,
INTERCONTINENTAL, MOVENPILL, ETC.

AIRLINESAVAILABLE:

i) ETHIOPIAN AIRLINE - TAKING OFF FROM ABUJA
ii) EGYPTAIRLINE TAKING OFF FROM ABUJA/KANO
iii) SAUDIARABIANAIRLINE - TAKING OFF FROM KANO

iv) EMIRATE AIRLINE - TAKING OFF FROM LAGOS

3. AVERAGE COST OF A RETURNED TICKET TO JEDDA
(ECONOMY) ISBETWEEN:

N330, 000 AND N360, 000.00 (BUSINESS CLASS) IS ABOUT
N420.000.00.

4, INSTALMENTAL PAYMENTS FORUMRAHAND HAJJ 2010

THOSE MAKING INSTALMENTAL PAYMENTS FOR UMRAH AND

HAJJ, SHOULD NOTE THAT LAST YEAR (2009) PACKAGES WERE AS

FOLLOWS:

i) UMRAH (STANDARD) FOR RAMADHAN, N450,000 WHICH
MAY OR MAYNOT BEREVIEWED THISYEAR.

i) HAJJ (STANDARD), N650.000 WHICH MAY OR MAYNOT BE
REVIEWED THIS YEAR.

5. INSTALMENTAL PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE THROUGH THE
FOLLOWING BANKACCOUNTS:
) ZENITH BANK: BAJTIL-ATIQ UMRAH &.HAJJ
ACCT.NO: 6211603571
i) SKYE BANK: BAITIL-ATIQ TRAVELS & TOURS,

ACCT. NO: 1041770016891

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
BAIT/L-ATIQ TRAVELS AND TOURS, PLOT 500B,
AJAM/ PLAZA, TAFAWA BALEWA WAY, BEHIND OPEN
UNIVERSITY, AREA 3, GARKI- ABUJA.

TELEPHONES: 08033109675,08033119009,08069744429,08035434860,
07062159943,08032050010


mailto:baitil_atiqtravels@yahoo.com
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Alhaji Saidu Musa Bagudo
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j& I'EOPLES’ DEMOCRATIC PARTY

KEBBI STATE CHAPTER
L Hral: podeda@yaooaom
CONCERNED PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY
MEMBERS OF KEBBI STATE

WHO WILL SAVE KEBBI PDP FROM DAKIN GARI?

We members of the above concerned group worried
by the bitter fact that ever since the present Kebbi
State’s Governor Sa’idu Nasamu Dakingari was
forced on the Peoples Democratic Party as its
governorship candidate in 2007 and subsequently
foisted on the entire state as its governor by Adamu
Aliero, his predecessor in office, Kebbi has never
been the same. The former Governor Mohammed
Adamu Aliero might have done so in good faith
believing Dakingari just the way Shakespeare's
Julius Ceaser wrongly took Brutus for a gentleman on
whom he built an absolute trust. For as Ceaser
discovered the traitor in Brutus very late inthe day, so
also Aliero is now coming to face the reality that there
is no art inthe word to read the mind’s construction in
the face. As a fact, Aliero dragged Dakin Gari unto the
states’ political arena just a couple of weeks after the
tetter's resignation from the Nigeria Customs Service.
And when Aliero, the generally acknowledge father of
Kebbi politics was moving over to the PDP at the end
of his tenure, he dragged Dakingari along and
eventually ensured his emergence as governor.
Unfortunately, three years afterwards, not only Aliero
but the entire people of Kebbi state are feeling the
sharp pangs of Dakingari’s policy. On behalf of the
people of Kebbi, we call on Adamu Aliero to own up
and apologize to the people for his error of judgment
in picking the wrong guy for the job.

We are also worried that since his emergence as
governor, Dakingari has relented no effort in sowing
the seed of discord by so spreading mischief within
the PDP and turning it consequences into personal
gains. For instance, in a blind desperation to meet a
fundamental condition for his continued marriage
with the daughter of President Umaru Yar’adua. As if
this is not bad enough, he engaged in a tireless
campaign and spendthrift to confuse the states' PDP
members and stir them against the Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan whom he regards as personal
enemy.

It is equally an undisputable fact that the Kebbi
people are a law-abiding and peace-loving lot.
Unfortunately, this character traittoo is reversing.

Having met solid structures for the development of
the state, Dakin Gari set outto destroy them all by first

sacking the 21 elected local government executives
and then unconstitutional creating what he calls
Development Area Councils. By this action he has
deliberately enlarged the number of local councils
from 21 to 47 which he manipulates for purposes of
self-enrichment. He then recalled the sacked elected
council chairmen and placed them in charge of
caretaker committees so he can exact maximum
undue control over their decisions.

5. Dakingari must also be held responsible for the
present hitch in the state having entrenched an
alarming rate of financial indiscipline and discord
among party members as a result of his personal
disregard for party regulations and directives. He
unilaterally and against the party's immediate and
long-term interest dissolved the party's executive
committee and appointed his cronies in their place at
the expense of counter directives from the National
Working Committee. This is not surprising because
he has been known to publicly boast that he is now
beyond reproach by virtue of his being the
President's son-in-law,

6. Partof Dakingari counter-productive measures to the
PDP is his stubborn refusal to summon a meeting of
stakeholders in the state to discuss and fashion out
solution to common problems confronting the party in
particular and the state in general.

7. Worst of all is perhaps the bitter fact that Dakingari
has imported thuggery into the hitherto peaceful
political atmosphere of Kebbi state leading to an
increasing level of insecurity due to rampant cases of
attacks by armed political thugs.

8. Given this dark scenario which grows darker with
every passing day, itis now an obligation on all well-
meaning PDP members to press for an urgent
redress in order to avoid disappointment in the
coming elections.

We therefore call on His Excellency, the Acting President,
Dr. Goodluck E. Jonathan, the National Leadership of our
great party, the PDP and well-meaning religious community
and party leaders to press on Dakingari to accept the
supremacy of the party and restrain himselfwithin the party
norms or quit!

Signed:

HajiyaTaiatu Gwandu Mai. Yakubu Kamba


mailto:pdpkebbi@yahoo.com
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RMARC: Tukur, 24 others
complete tenure May 12

By Idris Ahmed

THE chairman ofthe Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and
Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) Engineer Hamman Tukur
and 24 other Federal Commissioners of the Commission
will vacate office on May 12, after the completion of their
two-term tenures.

Tukur and the affected Cbommissioners would have spent

<10years each by next week. They were appointed in 2000.

Three other Commissioners will also complete their
two tenures by September. They are; Alhaji Ahmed lliyasu
(Bauchi), Alhaji Salihu Jega (Kebbi) and Alhaji Omokayode
Anjorin (Lagos).

“It is from these Commissioners that the most sen-
ior will be asked to act as the Chairman till a new one is
appointed” asource at the revenue office told our reporter.

About nine other Commissioners will have their
appointments renewed after spending the first tenure of
five-years, Daily Trust learnt.

The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeriaand other enabling laws empowerthe Commission
to: monitor the accruals into and disbursement of revenue
from the Federation Account; review, from time to time,
the revenue allocation formula and principles in operation
to ensure conformity with changing realities.

The Commission was also empowered by the Consti-
tution to advise the Federal, State and Local Governments
on fiscal efficiency and methods by which their revenue is
to be increased

It was to also determine the remuneration appropriate
to political office holders and discharge such other func-
tions as may by conferred on the Commission by the con-
stitution or any Act ofthe National Assembly.

CHAIRMAN, RMAFC, Engineer HammanTukur

By statutory provisions the Commission isa member ofthe Fed-
eration Account Allocation Committee, Local Government Joint
Accounts Allocation Committee, Joint Tax Board, Commission on
Ecological Fund, and National Council on Statistics.

The enabling laws also empowered the Commission to demand
and obtain regular and relevant information, data or returns from
any Government Agency including the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation; Nigerian Customs Service, Federal Board ofInland Rev-
enue, Central Bank of Nigeria, and the Federal Ministry of Finance.

S/N -NAME STATE EXPIRING DATE S/N NAME STATE EXPIRING DATE
1. Hamman Adama Tukur 12th May 2010 12th May 2010
2. Ban- Chukwuemeka Wogu Abia U 20. ChiefJohn Mankilik Plateau
3. Elder(Dr.) Effanga O . Inyang Mbom t 21.Engr. IsaGaidam Yobe .
4, Mr. SamNebeAgumadu Anambra 22.Alh. Mohammed E. Enagi Niger .
5. Mr. Richard I. Asema Benue 23. Major. Gen. Orho Esio Obada Delta N
6. ChiefDr. P.A.Nwankwo Ebonyi u 24. Amb. Mohammad Jabbi Maradun Zamfara it
7. ChiefDr. Tom Ulok Edo Y 25.Dr. Aliyu Bakha Kwali FCT a
8. Prince Adebisi Aledejana Ekiti . 26.Alh. Ahmed lliyasu Bauchi Nov. 2010
9. Mr. Emmanuel 0 . Nnamani Enugu " 27.Alh. Salihu Jega Kebbi I.I.
10. Amb. Sa'idu Mohammed Gombe " 28.Alh. Omokayode Anjorin Lagos !
11. Sen. Mohammed D. Alkali Jigawa U 29. Barr. Frank Owhor Rivers More years to go
12. Alh. Yakubu Shehu Kaduna 30. Alh. Aliyu Mohammed Sokoto —
13.Amb. Kabiru Rabiu Kano 31. Mr. PolycaipAzige Nasawara
14.Alh. Abu Gidado, OFR Katsina 32.Alh. Umar Abba Gana Bomo
15. Mr. Ignatius Amodu Kogi 33. Rev. Fagboyegun Ajibola Ondo -
16. Sen. Ahmed Baba Zuruq Kwara 34. Mr. Emmanuel Teri Vahyala Adamawa -
17. ChiefAdebayo Adeyemi Ogun w 35. Mr. Gangun Useni Taraba —
18. Otumba Oladeji Ariyibi Osun . 36. Mr. Nimitenbofa Dambo Bayelsa -
19. Seri. Ayantayo Ayandele Oyo b 37. Dr. Casimir Anyanwu Imo -
38. Mr. Bolaji A. Anani C/Rivers —
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For Helicopter flights to anywhere

‘geriaand direct flight'
Abuja township call:

1LJOAS

HELICOPTERS
Maryland Heliport, Ikeja, Lagos
. 1234 803 446 3432
" +234 705 666 9020

web: v cas-hecopter.cont

BRIEF

Ecobank says 2009
pre-tax loss widens

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

NIGERIA’S Ecobank said yesterday its full year
pre-tax loss widened to N5.94 billion from N898
million a year earlier. But gross earnings rose 9
percent toN59.9 billion in the same period, the
bank - a subsidiary of pan-African bank Ecobank
Transnational Inc (ETI) - said in a filing to the
Nigerian Stock Exchange. The bank also said that
it has tighten its loan process to ensure that only
genuine investors have access to credit facility as
it secured operating licenses in Dubai and China.

The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) on inter-
vention in the nations banking sector had attrib-
uted the near collapsed of the sector to incessant
granting of loans without cogent collateral, 60
per cent of which went into capital market and
oil and gas sector. As a result, CBN had few days
ago directed banks not to accept shares as collat-
eral anymore. The managing director of Ecobank
Nigeria Pic, Jubril Aku said in Lagos that the bank
has tightened its noose to ensure that only genu-
ine investors with strong commitment can secure
credit facility from the bank.

STOCK MARKET INDEX

Dete: Tueschy, May4,2010
Index 26,837.03

Deds 6,668

Volume: 500301,467

Value: N3,913,608,811.01 .
an: N6,491,218,324,699.11
TRUST INDEX

Inflation 11.8%

GDP 6.68%

Budget N4.6tr

Ext. Reserves Acct $40.3bn
Excess Crude Acct $3.9bn
Poverty Ratio 54.4%
Monetary Policy Rate 6%

Banks 24

Oil Price $84.3 abarrel
Power Supply 3, 700MW

Oil output per day 2.6mbd

Broad Money Supply Nil,010,063.6m
Credit to Private Sector N10,037,422.5m
Inter-Bank Rate 1.2000%
Treasury Bills 2.02%

Deposit Rate 7.51%

Prime Lending Rete 18.06%
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Star Feature

When Ham mad

The Tuk-Ham festival held recently in Kwai,
Kaduna State. Sunday Williams was present
and covered the colourful event.

T was a stunning 3rd of
April, in Kwoi, headquar-
ters of Jaba Local Govern-
ment area in Kaduna state,

as all the sons and daughters

Ham, together with visitors both
fridm within and outsi3e the
country, trooped to the LEA Pri-
mary School Ngarshang for the
2010 Tuk-Ham cultural festival,
which was adjudged to be one of
the best in recent times.

The Tuk-ham festival is an
annual event that celebrates the
Ham (Jaba) rich cultural and tra-
ditional heritage, through music,
dance and cultural expositions.

It brings together the best of
dance, music, cultural displays,
competitions, symposia and
beauty pageants, from the Ham

of intere

to K
state and

Mas, i

JW .

tin 1w

community.

The traditional Ham cultural
heritage takes its roots from the
ancient Nok civilization which
dfites back to about 500 B.C, as
evidenced by the discovery ofthe
clay terracotta in Nok, and sur-
rounding villages in Ham land.

Daily Trust learned that the
Tuk-Ham cultural festival was
hitherto celebrated by the Ham
people as an ancestral religion,
dating back to about 900 BC.

The main essence of the festi-
val is to thank the Almighty for
the past harvest season, and pray
for the rains, aswell forabumper
harvestin the forthcoming farm-
ing season. ,

As early as 9 am, the LEA Pri-
mary School Ngarshang, venue
of the event, was filled to capac-
ity, with dignitaries and the locals
struggling for vantage positions,
in order not to miss a glimpse of
the dance and pomp that charac-
terizes the event.

The essence ofthe festival was
best captured by the Chairman
of the occasion, one time Chief
of Army and Defence staff, who
is a son of the soil, General Mar-
tins Luther Agwai, when he said:
“today is not a day for speech
making, but for us to relax and
enjoy our rich cultural heritage.”

No sooner did he take his seat
after the arrival of the Kaduna
state Governor,Namadi Sambo,
his deputy, Patrick Yakowa and
their entourage, than the differ-
ent contingents began to file out
for the march past.

The event came to climax
when some selected cultural

dance groups took to the stage,
displaying different kinds of
dance skills, to the admiration of

"THE main essence of the festival is to thank the Almighty for the past harvest season, and pray

for the rains."”

the guest and the entire crowd.

e high point of the
ance session was when
she Minister of state for

power, Architect Nuhu Somo
Wya went to the stage, not only
to personally identify with the
activities , but to display some
dance skills with the traditional
hunters dance group from his
district.

The event turned dramatic
when the state governor, Namadi
Sambo, his deputy and other top
state officials, alljoined the min-
ister on the stage, in admiration
ofthe cultural display.

Little wonder that the Gov-
ernor in his speech said: “The
Ham people are noted for their
industry and culture, which is
at the heart of Nok civilization
which dates back to about 500
BC. Kaduna state isproud to have
such people who are known the
world over for their historical rel-
evance, that has assisted our peo-
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pie in the ages past,and which still remains
potent today.”

He said in recognition of the significance
ofpreserving the rich historical heritage, the

std
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merry

PIX: SUNDAY WILLIAMS

te government is going to ensure that the
ik museum at Nok town, is developed to
lernational standard.

‘This museum is not only of interest to

Kaduna state and Nigeria, but
also to the international commu-
nity which has demonstrated a
strong desire to help interna-
tionalize the events, and further
popularize the terracotta, so as
to be a basis for improvement of
the tourism industry in Nigeria,”
he said.

The Governor recalled that
about ayear ago, he travelled to
Germany with the Kpop Ham ,
where they exposed the rich cul-
tures among the Ham people.

He added that they are also
looking at the possibility of vis-
iting the international gallery in
the United Kingdom, so as to dis-
play the Ham rich culture.

Governor Namadi said tour-
ism is an industry that helps to
generate income and employ-
ment opportunities in many
countries of the world, adding
that countries such as Egypt,
Israel, Kenya and many others, to
a large extent depend on tour-
ism as their major income earner.

n his own message, the Kpop
Ham, His Royal Highness,
Dr. Danladi Gyet Maude,
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"CULTURE, after sports, plays a very vital role in promoting unity."

tion, apart from the state and
local government usual supply,
to ensure that they purchase the
product when the time comes.

He thanked the state gover-
nor for his efforts towards mak-
ing easy availability of fertilizer
to farmers, and for the efforts
to link the ginger farmers in the
area directly to consumers over-
seas.

In his speech, Jaba Local Gov-
ernment Chairman, Barister
Suleiman said instead ofbeing a
centrifugal factor among nations,
culture today promotes peace-
ful coexistence among human
beings.

He said as political activities
peaked for the 2011 elections,

said the Ham people with their‘may | plead that all should use
neighboring Chiefdoms, are par-our rich cultural heritage of love

ticularly happy, because there
has not been a spillover effect
from the disturbing situation in
Plateau state.

To his subjects, the Kpop
Ham expressed his apprecia-
tion for being able to form a
National Development Associa-
tion (HAMDA) for the firsttime
with all elections successfully
held, as he advocated at the 2004
Tuk-Ham cultural festival.

“Once again, | congratulate
all elected officials. May | warn
here however, that your respon-
sibility is that of spear heading
development of Hamland, and

*you should not be seen as com-
peting with your district and vil-
lage heads, in the administration
oftheir various districts.”

He urged the association not
to concern itself with physi-
cal development only, but to
embrace the challenge to tackle
the disturbing youth unemploy-
ment in the area, in order to
reduce youth restlessness that
often threatens security.

“What | am saying is that the
association should make con-
tacts, whenever possible, to get
these youth employed, either by
government, private organiza-
tions, or create conditions for
them to be self employed,” he
said.

He appealed to his subjects,
who are mostly farmers, to gear
up for the rainy season and take
advantage of the state govern-
ment?’ fertilizer initiative, which
“involves the private organiza-

peace even in political discus-
sions and pursuit.”

The Chairman appealed to the
state governor to construct some
feeder roads that will link neigh-
bouring villages to KwoutoWn
and other environs, in order to
boost the economic activities of
the area.

As the activities for the 2010
Tuk-Ham cultural festival came
to and end, some of the visitors
and natives that spoke to Daily
Trust expressed their satisfaction
for the organization ofthe event.

Hon. Godfrey Ali Gaya,
Member Representing
ba/Zangon Kataf in the

ness of'Ham cultural display.
“If people can come from far
and wide just to be part of this

House of Representatives, thkénd of cultural celebration, |
yearsHam day is abig plus conivink that will be a tonic that we

pared to last years, both in terms
ofthe calibre of people, and the
organizational arrangement.

As a Ham son, he has this to
say, “I’'m very proud because this
isadaythatevery other Ham son
from different parts ofthe world
seek to come home, so it has
created an avenue for the formal
coming together of Ham sons
and daughters, with a renewed
friendship, brotherhood, and
zest to work for the good of Ham
land.”

Hon. Gaiya said culture after
sports plays a very vital role in
promoting unity, as evidenced
by the crowd that turn out from
different parts of the country
and beyond to enjoy the good-

ANOTHER dance group performs.

need to appreciate each other as
a nation. Our difference is in
our diversity, and the more peo-
ple come to appreciate the way
you are and learn about you, the
more they respect and tolerate
you. So | think this kind of festi-
val will augur well for peace and
harmony in the country,” he said.

Also speaking to Daily Trust,
a tourist from Hungry, Andras
Csicseri who was busy with his
camera, said he learned about the
event through the internet.

“As someone who believes
and delights in learning about
different cultures, especially in
Africa, | have no regrets being
here because I'm impressed with
the displays,” the tourist said.
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SIM card registration: A
olicy dead on arrival?

By Zakariyya Adaramola

JIA Folake, who runs a
mall restaurant in a shack
Abuja’ Jabi Motor Park,

Nigerias mobile telephony took off
in 2001. She has never done a ‘SIM
swap’ or ‘Welcome Back; a system
that allows mobile phone users to
keep theirnumbers even when they
lose their phones.

In a country where a subscriber
could simply buy a nSw SIM (Sub-
scriber Identity Module) pack on
the streets, going through the hassle
ofdoing a ‘SIM Swap’ or ‘Welcome
Back’just does not make any eco-
nomic sense - it costs more money
and the red tape involved does not
make things any easier either.

‘“What | do whenever | lose my
phone isjust to rush to the market
and obtain another GSM line and
phone,” Folake says.

“I simply dont have the time to
start going to GSM operator’ office
to retrieve any lost line and | cer-
tainly cant spare the extra cash.”

But she does not know that
starting 1 May 2010, SIM Packs
will no longer be available on Nige-
rian streets. Or so, the government
hopes. Under a new SIM Card reg-
istration policy, the state-owned
telephonyregulator, the NCC hopes
to compile a database of all mobile
phone usersinthe countrybyensur-
ing that new subscriptions, starting
1May 2010 supply key information
aboutthemselvesbefore newphone
lipes could be sold to them.

And that is only a part of the
problem.

“Are they saying that we are not
going to buy SIM cards in the mar-
ket again? Folake challenged, irrita-
tion evident in her voice. “Why did
they say that? 1 don think the plan
will work because a lot ofus are not
aware and we have not been told
anything to that effect by the gov-
ernment,” she said.

For Abdullah Adamu, 38, arov-
ing date trader in Abuja, the only
item ofliterature in his entire house
in Kubwa, a suburb on the Western
outskirts of Nigeria’ capital, is the
user’ guide leaflet that came with,
his mobile line when he bought ita
fewyears ago. He is neither able to
read not write.

Apartfromhernameand, prob-
ably, her home and shop addresses,
Mrs Beatrice Andrew, who runs a
roadside bean cake restaurant in
Abuja’ Area one, does not have any
form of legal identification docu-
ment.

She has not been given her
national identity card even though
she registered for it some years ago.
And she does not believe that as a
Nigerian, she ought to have her data
registered by the government, any-
way.

Folake, Adamu and Andrew are

The Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC)'s new SIM card registration scheme, which
seeksto make registration ofall SIM cards in the country compulsory before activation effective
from May 1, may not see the light ofthe day given the telecoms operators'attitude towards it
as lost count of number offdlthe subscribers'lack ofawareness.
phone lines she has used since

only three out of, probably, millions
of other Nigerians who may find
it difficult to comply with the new
government directive that all SIM
Cards be registered in the country,
with effect from May 1,2010, for the
simple reason that they may not be
able to supply any valid identifica-
tion documents to be able to reg-
ister for the new scheme as being
demanded by NCC. This is apart
from the fact that most Nigerians
mobile phone users are not even
aware ofthe new SIM registration
scheme.

C, in December last

ar, directed all tel-

oms companies

ally nothing to raise awareness on
new scheme and how it would be
carried out. ,

“With effect from May 1,2010,
all new SIM Cards in Nigeria must
be registered before activation” the
NCC said in a statement earlier in
March. “The NCC, in exercise of
its regulatory functions as provided
for by the Nigerian Communica-
tions Act (NCA) 2003, wishes to
inform the general publicand all the
relevant stakeholders that arrange-
ments have been concluded for the
commencement of registration of
all SIM Card Holders in Nigeria.

“The registration process will
include the capture of the photo-

perating in the country' igraptednd biometrics of the sub-
ecessary arrangements iscritiece Proxy registration shall be

for the smooth take offofthe SIM
registration, which is aimed at
improving security in the country.
It said valid identification docu-
ments like E- Passports, corporate/
company or work place identity
cards that contain Pension Identi-
fication/Tax Numbers, student ID
cards from recognized institutions
aswell drivers’license issued by the
Federal Road Safety Commission,
(FRSC) and E-Tax cards, would be
required for those seeking registra-
tion oftheir SIM cards.

But since December when the
commission announced the new
scheme and pegged the deadline
for registration on March land later
shifted itto May 1, many subscribers
believed that NCC has done virtu-

restricted to the direct families of
persons seeking registration. The,
Commission has directed all tele-
com operating companies to put all
necessary arrangements in place for
the smooth take offofthe exercise.”
hat this means is

t all prepaid SIM

rds would be

plaints that the commission had
gotten that mobile phones are used
to aid crimes and government has
instructed the commission to adopt
amode to help stop crime.”

“Nigeria does not have an effec-
tive database and that is why we
think sixmonths isenough to cover”
the six geo-political zones in the
country and even get to the local
government areas,” the commis-
sion said.

_J

t Daily Trust gathered
ht the SIM cards regis-
tion scheme may suffer

ments NCC requires for the SIM
registration. Also, many subscrib-
ers are not aware ofthe new direc-
tiveand those who are aware do not
know how to go about it. While
others who are learned fear that the
new measure may be misused by
the security agents to invade their
privacy in the name of ‘national
security’

Also, subscribers and the tel-
ecoms operators are pessimistic
about whether the process will be
well conducted. While some are
saying the country is not ripe for
that, many other believe the scheme
maybe marred by corruption. They
say public officials may see the new
scheme as an avenue to pilfer gov-
ernment funds.

Telecoms operators believe the
scheme will reduce their revenue as
the sales of SIM cards will now be
regulated. Daily Trustinvestigations
reveal that the plan seems not to go
down well with some telecom oper-
ators, who although appreciated the
NCC plan as a good development
in the telecom sector, but expressed
fears that the implementation
would cut down SIM sales. There
are concerns too that the scheme
would cutdown the volume ofcalls
thatwould have originated from the
salesofthose SIM cards.

Apartfroman operator, all other
GSM companies have done noth-
ing in respect ofthe NCC new SIM
regime. The operator, Daily Trust
can reveal, has called almost all its
subscribers to ask for their data in
readiness for the SIM registration.
Othertelecom operatorswho spoke

andated to have their esvDaibfifpustin confidence saythey
details registered with thgemetaterklot of money from direct

operators, starting last weekend.
TTieregistration process, according
to NCC, commenced last Saturday
and expected to last for another six
months. Afterthe period ends, non-
registered SIM cards will be shut out
ofNigeria mobile networks.

NCC said further “The SIM
card registrationisin line with com-

salesofSIM cards on the streets and
express fears that such hawking
would stop with the implementa-
tion of SIM card registration, as
Nigerians would no longer want to
patronize the street SIM hawkers for
fear that they might not be able to
activate the lines.

With SIM card registration, they

said, the authorized dealer who sells
SIM cards will have to get security
details of every buyer and forward
such details to the operating com-
pany who must register the details
againstthe SIM card before activat-
ingit This, they said, will limittheir
sales asthe process seems too cum-
bersome for Nigerians who seem
always in haste to get things done.
T~=*\aily Trust gathered that
f  loperators have already
begun clandestine
moves to scuttle the SIM registra-
tion scheme. They have made sev:
eral efforts, including pressurising
the Senate Committee on Informa-
tion to convince the NCC manage-
ment to discard the new scheme.
They are also trying hard to buy
over some industry experts to their

hes as most Nigerian telsidenwith the hope that they could
ubscribers have none ofthe ity for them. They believe that

once they get these people on their
side, they can together confront the
NCC onwhyitshould drop the idea.

“Our experience in this indus-
try has shown that operators always
resist anything that will cost them
extra money, even when they
believe in it and they believe
that it is necessary because they
are always looking at the bottom
line, they want to maximize their
profit,” Acting Executive Vice
Chairman of NCC, Engr. Stephen
Bello told newsmen last week

‘The same thing happened
[when we introduced] per second
billing. We have been on this thing
and we have given enough time to
get ready, all the issues have been
discussed, we have had many meet-
ings so the issue of publicity we are
addressing it immediately so we
aremaintaining our stand that SIM
card registration will start on the 1st
ofMay unfailingly”

Bello concedes that some ofthe
concerns ofthe operators were valid
and as a result, the NCC was allow-
ingathree-month transition period
forthem to deal with any issuesaris-
ing from the implementation ofthe
new policy.

Daily Trust gathered that the
new scheme hasbeen intended pur-
poselyto track down criminals bent
on using phones to commit crimes.

The process will provide a
database of market information of
mobile phones technology in the
country thus ending arguments as
to which operator is the real mar-
ket leader. It will also help combat
phone theft because it will be eas-
ier to trace the SIM-card and the
phone.

Whether this would turn out
to be another failure remains
to be seen as the entire process
seems not to have been thoroughly
thought-through. Most ofNigeria’
78 million mobile phone users do
not understand it and others just
couldnt be bothered to sign up for
it.
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PIC: KENNEDY EGBONODJE

FROM right: Managing Consultant, VSL CONSULTING Mr. Ubadigbo Okonkwo, Guest of Hon-
our, Executive Director, Bank of Industry Ltd Alhaji Mohammed G. Alkali, Manager, Nigerian
Export-Import Bank and Principal Consultant, VSL Consulting Mr. Eric Mbanefo, during the
opening ceremony of aworkshop on Credit Appraisal and Monitoring for Development
Finance Institutions held in Abuja, recently.

First Bankto form group
holding company

FIRST Bank Pic said it plans to
form a listed holding company
which will own the bank and
its subsidiaries to comply with
reforms to the sector planned by
the central bank.

,Chief  Strategy  Officer
Onche Ugbabe said the bank
would likely be de-listed to be
replaced on the stock exchange
by the group holding company.
He gave no timeframe.

“The group holding com-
pany will be the listed entity and
will be 100 percent owner ofthe

bank, as well as ofthe other sub-
sidiaries,” Ugbabe told an inves-
tor conference call.

Central Bank Governor
Lamido Sanusi has said he
intends to do away with the
universal banking model and
separate banks’ core lending
business from more speculative
capital market activities —such
as stockbroking, asset manage-
ment, private equity and venture
capital.

First Bank is one of Nigeria’s
first lenders to clarify how it

plans to comply with the cen-
tral banks reform agenda. Oth-
ers have said they plan to spin
off subsidiaries but have not yet
given details.

Chief Risk Officer Remi
Odunlami said First Bank was
targeting 10 percent growth in
its loan book this year, with the
focus on long-term credit.

“We have a liquidity ratio of
45 percent which means we have
excess liquidity and that will be
channelled to loans,” Odunlami
told the call. (Reuters)

Court convicts one over fake tax clearance

By Atika Balal

AN Abuja Federal High Court
has convicted aman found guilty
of conspiring and counterfeiting
a Companies Income Clearance
Tax Certificate.

Frederick Sunday and one
other Chuks Onyeabor appeared
before the court to answerto a 5
count charge proffered against
them by the Federal Inland Rev-
enue Service (FIRS).

Both men are alleged to have
conspired to issue counterfeits of
Companies Income Tax Clear-
ance Certificate to two different
people for N30.000 each.

They are also alleged to have
forged the signature of one Akin-
fenwa J.A, a tax controller at the
FIRS, Abuja forthe verification of
a purpose related to the issuance
ofthe forged Certificates.

Frederick, who pleaded guilty
on all 5 counts, has been sen-
tenced to one month in prison for
Count 1or an option of N5, 000
and two months in prison for the
other four counts or an option of
N 15,000 for each count.

Earlier counsel to Frederick,
CPS Maloka had asked the court
to temper justice with mercy as his
clientwas a firsttime offender and
has profusely expressed regret for
his actions.

The court however granted
bail to Chucks Onyeabor who
pleaded not guilty to all 5 counts.

Even though Prosecutor James
Binang opposed to the application
for bail on the grounds that there
is a likelihood that more charges
will be filed against Onyeabor,
Justice D.U Okorowo said the
courtisallowed to grant bail to an
accused person when the offence

committed is not capital offence.

Justice Okorowo granted him
bail in the sum of N100 million
with two sureties in like sum. One
of the sureties must be a director
with the federal civil service. The
sureties must be guaranteed by
Counsel to the accused.

One ofthe sureties must also
own alanded property within the
jurisdiction of the court, certifi-
cate ofwhich shall be verified and
confirmed by AGIS and original
deposited to the court. The sure-
ties must also deposit two pass-
ports each with the court.

While granting an application
made by the Prosecutor for accel-
erated hearing, Justice Okorowo
adjourned to May 5 and 7 for
trial. Meanwhile he ordered that
Onyeabor be remanded in prison
custody until his bail conditions
are met.

Tax professionals laud
restrictions on tax consultants

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN) commended the
National Economic Council’ directive that states and local governments
discontinue the use oftax consultants or collectors, most ofwhom are best
described as contractors.

Thecircularseeksto empower the States’ Boards ofInternal Revenue and
Local Government Revenue Committees to carry out their statutory duties
in line with the laws ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria.

In a letter addressed to the Acting President, Dr. Goodluck Ebele
Jonathan and signed by its president and chairman of council. Prince R
‘Kunle Quadri, a copy made available to newsmen, CITN noted that the
decision “has given the political backingto our Institutes insistence that the
onlywayto bring out the best in the tax administration isto professionalize
the tax system by ensuring autonomy for the tax authorities.”

Italsosaid “professionalized tax administration that is fullyautonomous
would notonlyattractthe right calibre ofstaffand equipment butwould also
translate to increase in Internally Generated Revenue (IGR) whichwouldin
turn enable the states to be less dependent on the Federal Government for
the delivery ofdividends ofdemocracy”

Itsaid that Tax Consultants are best engaged in other areas suchasman-
power training; installation and maintenance of information technology
facility; conduct tax enumeration oftax payers; and updating and codifica-
tion oftax laws.

They can also be engaged on data gathering (not assessmentand collec-
tion) where the service would not be able to meet up with the number of
taxpayers; and conduct complex tax audits rather than routine and simple
tax audit. The Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria therefore calls on
the States’ Executives to observe the tax laws to the letter in their adminis-
tration oftax.

...TO Inaugurates society for
women in taxation

By Idris Ahmed

THE Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN) will inaugurates
the Society forWomen in Taxation (SWIT) tomorrow, a sub-unitofCITN
designs to encourage participation of more women in taxation.

SWIT isanarm of CITN with special focus on the professional abilities
and achievementofwomen in taxation, the pioneer National Chairperson
of SWIT Mrs. Justina Okoror said at a press conference yesterday in Abuja.

She said that in Nigerian society those affected most by tax policies are
women who most times are at the lowest point ofthe economic ladder.

“Itistherefore important that they must have a voice and be heard loud
and clear on issues that affects them in this sector. Indeed tax governance
in Nigeria must be made to be friendlier toward the female gender”, she
said.

Private sector demands
iImmediate disbursement of
textile funds

By Sunday Williams

THE Organized Private Sector (OPS) has called forthe immediate and trans-
parentdisbursement ofthe N 100 billion textile funds as well as N500 billion
facilities for the real sector and power development.

They also want the government to intervene in terms ofassessing the
N200 billion Guarantee Scheme for Small and Medium Scale Enterprises
(SMEs) by the Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN).

This was made known when the group met with the minister of Com-
merce and Industry Senator Jubril Martins Kuye in Abuja, a statement from
the ChiefPress Secretary to minister Udo Akpan said.

Thegroup pleaded for the abrogation ofCargo Tracking Feesintroduced
by Nigeria Port Authority (NPA).

The Organized Private Sector also requested for the government’ inter-
vention on the Bank of Industry (BOI) stringent conditions for accessing
their facilities especiallyon the Machinery Financing Scheme and advocated
for specialized Bank for Small and Medium Scale industries.

They enumerated their challenges to include power, rail and road trans-
port. Other problems includes access to funds, influx offoreign goods and
sub standards products, multiple taxations, high port charges, cargo track-
ing levy, high lending rate, inadequate arrangement for the campaign for
Patronage ofMade in Nigeria Products among others.

The minister of Commerce and Industry Senator Jubril Martins Kuye
said that most ofthe challenges that are facing the sector do not reside with
his Ministry. He said the ministry hasto interface with other Ministries and
agenciesofgovernmentsuchasministries offinance, petroleum and power,
the Nigerian Customs Service to solve the problems.
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A suspected pirate skiff is seen in the sea near Somalia's northern port town of Bossaso, June 16, 2009.
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Somali pirates
hijack Yemeni

cargo ship

SOMALI pirates have seized a cargo vessel off the coast
of Yemen, and are believed to be holding the crew of nine
Yemeni sailors, Yemen’s Defence Ministry website said yes-
terday.

The Yemeni ship was captured by the Somali pirates
after setting sail from the Yemeni port of Mukalla on its
way to the port ofAden, the Interior Ministry said, without
saying what the ship was carrying or when it was seized.

Yemen’ coast guard said it had information indicating
that the vessel was being held at a northern Somali port.
The; coast guard was now making efforts to get the ship
released, said the Defence Ministry website.

Heavily armed Somali pirates have increased their
attacks in recent months, making tens of millions of dol-
lars in ransoms by hijacking ships in the Indian Ocean and
the strategic Gulfof Aden, through which an estimated 7
percent ofworld oil consumption passes. (Reuters)

Guinea-opposition says Vale iron deal invalid

GUINEA’S opposition will not recognise last week’ $2.5
billion purchase by Brazilian mining giant ofiron ore assets
if it wins an election due in June, a prominent Guinean
opposition figure said yesterday.

Mamadou Bah Baadikko, president of the Union of
Democratic Forces (UDF) in Guinea, also said a 2006 oil

production sharing contract signed with U.S.-listed Hyper-
dynamics Corp was also invalid.

“We consider these accords null and void,” Baadikko
said in a telephone interview from Paris, arguing that
in each case the assets had originally been distributed
to the private sector in conditions that were not trans-

parent.

Guinea is due to hold an election on June 27. Itis being
run by a caretaker government after soldiers who seized
control of the West African nation in December 2008
agreed in January this year to hand back power to civil-
ians. (Reuters)

S/Africa’sjobless

rate at 2526 1n Q1

SOUTH Affricas official job-
less rate rose to 25.2 percent
ofthe labour force in the first
quarter of 2010, from 24.3
percent in the fourth quarter,
areport showed yesterday.

‘In its latest quarterly
Labour Force Survey, Statis-

tics South Africasaidthe total
number ofunemployed peo-
plestood at4.31 millioninthe
three months to March.

It said the number ofem-
ployed people fell by 171,000
peopleto 12.803 million.

The expanded definition

of unemployment, which
includes people who have
stopped looking for work,
increasedto 35.4percentfrom
34.2 percent, with 153,000
people giving up looking for
work in the first three months
0f2010. (Reuters)

Sub Saharan Africa recovery
strengthens: World Bank

SUB-SAHARAN Africaftfill
grow by up to 4.2 percentin
201 (Rafter expansion of 1.7
percent last year, helped
by booming telecoms and
commodity sectors, a sen-
ior World Bank official said
yesterday.

Earlier World Bank fore-
casts projected growth of
3.8 percent this year before
reaching 4.6 percentin 2011.

Every country
needs to reform
all important
sectors ofthe
economy.

“The continent is now
focused on the rebound for
growth and should be post-
ing between 3.8 to 4.2 per-
cent in 2010,” Obiageli Ezek-
wesili, the bank’ vice presi-
dent for Africa, told Reuters.

"But she cautioned the
reform of key economic
sectors would be pivotal
to increasing global com-
petitiveness and sustaining
higher growth rates.

“Essentially, policy
reform related improve-
ments will be the sine qua
non for sustaining the
growth, so every country
needs to reform all impor-
tant sectors ofthe economy”’
Ezekwesili said in an inter-
view in the Ugandan capital

Kampala.

She said many of the
regions economies would
benefit from boosting pri-
vate sector involvement in
key sectors.

“Reformyouragriculture
sector, reform your energy
sector, reform your financial
services, reform your trans-
portation sector, deregulate
certain aspects of the econ-
omywhere thereslack ofpri-
vate sector activity and then
youwould really raise oppor-
tunities for growth.”

Investing in the agricul-
tural sectors productivity
would have a positive impact
onthe broadest section ofthe
regionspopulation, she said.
(Reuters)
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CLEARANCE tALE! CLEARANCE IALE!!

LARGE BULK OF SECOND CHOICE GRANITE
TILES MATERIALS OF VARIOUS COLOURS AND
DIMENSIONS FOR SALE AT GIVE AWAY PRICE.

WE HAVE A LARGE BULK OF GRANITE TILES
MATERIALS OF VARIOUS COLOURS AND
DIMENSIONS FOR SALE AT GIVE AWAY PRICE OF
=N=2,500 PER METER SQUARE.

INTERESTED BUYERS SHOULD CONTACT US AT
PLOT F3, CIBI ROAD, OFF NNAMDI AZIKIWE
EXPRESS BYE-PASS, NEAR NEW PANTEKA, BEFORE
KADUNA MOTORS JUNCTION, MANDO LIGHT
INDUSTRIAL LAYOUT, KADUNA OR CALL MRS,
ALICE GANDU ON 0803-2846-833, ARC.
USMAN YUSUF 0700-5541-994 OR ARC J.B.
BAKO ON 0806-3442-221.

HURRY AND MAKE YOUR PURCHASE WHILE OFFER
LASTS,

MANAGEMENT
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BP shares hit seven

BP shares have hit a seven-month low as concerns grow about
the costofcleaning up a massive oil spill offthe Louisiana coast
in the GulfofMexico.

SharesM 25pence, or4.3percent,to550.6pinearlytrading.
Theyhave now plunged more than 15percent since the explo-
sion on the rig two weeks ago.

Yesterday, the company said it had started drilling a new
reliefwell to stem the flowofoil into the sea.

Russian
Investors
open first
Uganda
gold
refinery .

UGANDA yesterday opened
its first gold refinery, hoping
to tap into processing the pre-
cious metal from neighbour-
ing producing countries.

The refinery, established
by Russian-owned Victo-
ria Gold Star Limited, has a
capacity to process 12 tonnes
of raw gold per month, the
company$managing director
told Reuters.

Yuri Bogoroditskiy said
the company was attracted to
Ugandabecause ofitslocation
and relative political stability.

"Ugandaisatthe centre of
the producers ofgold: eastern
DR Congo, Tanzania, Rwanda
and Kenya,” Bogoroditskiy
said.

~ "Whenweconsidered this
to the fact that Uganda has
a stable political system and
supportive investment poli-
ciesthenwe decided itwasthe
best country to establish the
refinery.”

TheeastAfricaneconomy’
mineral industry is underde-
veloped, characterisedbysmall
scale miners mainly involved
in goldand cobalt, the leading
mineral exports.

Earnings from the re-
sources reached a high of $88
million in 2007. before slump-
ingto $52 million in 2008.

Thecountryexported 1.66
tonnesofgoU in2008,earning
$35 million from 3.56 tonnes
and earned $75 million in
2007, accordingto a2008 gov-
ernmentreport

The government wel-
comed the new refinery and
called on'miners, goldsmiths
and mineral dealers to sup-
port#.

Thecountryex- A roi
ported 1.66 tonnes
ofgold in 2008,
earning $35 million
from 3.56 tonnes
and earned $75
million in 2007.

-m onth low

BP hasadmitted full responsibility forcleaningup thespill.lt
hasrefusedtoacceptblamefortheaccident,however,asthefailed
equipment that caused the explosion were owned and operated
by drilling firm Transocean.

Transocean shares have fallen more than 20 percent since
the explosion. BPhassaid itwill pay forthedean-up operation,
butobserversexpectthecompanyto askforcompensation from
Transocean.
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after oil spill

BP said the new wefl would intercept the existing well and
permanently seal it

Itadded the drilling isestimated to take three months.

“At the same time, we are continuing with our efforts to
stop the leak and control the oil at the seabed, to tackle the oil
offshore, and to protect the shoreline through a massive effort
together with government agencies and local communities,”
said BPschiefexecutive Tony Hayward. (BBC)

By choosing Arik Air you will be flying with the first Nigerian airline
in a decade to connect Lagos and New York. Ay Nigerian. Hy World Class.

Servii Departure Arrival Days Of Operation
Lagcrs- New York Tuesday, Thursday

9 nckmW< 11:20pm 5.50am and Sunday,
New York - tagos Monday. Wednesday
IFK fern 10:00pm 2.40pm and Friday.

lilis iM 1

* Checked baggage allowances: 2 pieces at 30kg each in Economy Class/ 3 pieces at 30 kg each in Premier Class.

**All times local. Arrival next day.

!/

WINGS OF NIGERIA

For reservations call: 01-2799999
or visit: www.arikair.com
or contact your travel agent


http://www.arikair.com
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COMPANY Name
2ND-TIER SECURITIES
ADSWITCH PLC
CAPITAL OIL PLC

AGRICULTURE

FTN COCOA PROC.PLC
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC
OKOMU OIL PALM COY PLC
PRESCO PLC

AIR SERVICES

AIRLINE SERVICES & LOG. PLC
NIG. AVIAT. HAND. COY PLC
SECTORTotaH
AUTOMOBILE 8(TYRE

R.T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC
DIAMOND BANK PLC
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
FIRST CITY MON. BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
FINBANKPLC

GTBANKPLC

STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONT. BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC
BANK PHB PLC '

SKYE BANK PLC.

SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC

UNT. BANK FOR AFRICA PLC
UNION BANK OF NIG. PLC
UNITYBANK PLC

WEMA BANK PLC

ZENITH BANK PLC

1*1n>* X

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC
BENUE CEMENT COY PLC
CEM. CO. OF N/NIGERIA PLC
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC
SECTORTotals

CHEMICAL 8i PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS NIGERIA PLC
CHEM/ALLIED PROD. PLC
DN MEYER PLC
SECTORTotals
CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS(NIG.) PLC
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC
TRANS. CORP. OF NIG. PLC
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC

JULIUS BERGER NIG. PLC
MULTIVERSE RES. PLC
SECTORTotals

FOOD/BEV. &TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC
BIG TREAT PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REF. PLC
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC
HO/WELL FLOUR MILL PLC
NATIONAL SALTCOY NIG. PLC
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC
Nestle Nigeria plc
N/NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC
TANTALIZERS plc

UNION DICON SALT PLC
UTC NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
HEALTHCARE

EVANS MEDICALPLC.
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG. PLC
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PLC
UN/DIAG.& CLIN. SERV.PLC
SECTORTotals
HOTEL&TOURISM

IKEJA HOTEL PLC

NoofDeals Quot.(N)

5 2.00
9 0.52
14
30 0.96
32 0.86
54 16.75
7 7.79
123
50 4,12
53 12.65
211 5.98
203 9.67
117 2.40
95 8.40
106 5.23
36 8.11
121 2.98
487 14.37
50 0.63
510 18.23
30 9.43
56 171
90 1.89
55 1.42
146 7.87
1 0.98
30 2.03
207 12.35
109 5.91
32 1.08
32 1.1S
377 15.36
111 22.00
67 64.62
47 20.18
74 41.16
299
20 8.33
12 31.15
18 5.27
50
8 4.04
32 30.66
38 051
42 52.82
48 27.50
168
34 8.37
21 53.01
8 0.50
63
15 42.42
54 0.83
100 24.79
276 22.82
107 19.59
76 71.20
34 8.55
1 8.88
31 34.63
43 314.00
13 37.19
5 1.18
1 4.67
5 1.45
771 m
26 1.62
78 3.00
22 21.89
28 7.98
9 3.24
30 0.75
193
24 2.40
UACN
UAC-PROP
CADBURY
DANGFLOUR

Quantity Traded

270,000
132.905
402.905

1,483,294
547,699
2,593,404
53,750
4,678,147

1,369,000
254,411

375,247
375,247

18,010,754
7,019,172
5,657,817
3,371,366
5,050,941
8,462,168
7,622,880
4,800,917
18,842,054
1,326,050
731,051
2,346,883
1,442,092
8,729,102
430,053
930,181
24,045,196
648,471
7,195,846
8,337,672
85,650,146

3,241,6037
497,044
1,299,368’
1,906,262
6,944,277

125,758
31,914

475,613
633,285

147,345
211,091
3,063,622
249,845
435,880
4,107,783

235,046
42,125
3,035,000
3,312,171

1,379,673
4,143,910
1,926,696
6,852,348
1,640,425
646,013
655,083
147,172
628,983
71,221
106,568
140,000
3,400
163,419

18,504,911

998,978

3,602,308
414,412

132,766
110,954

7,722,163
112,981,581

734,378

Value of Shares (N)

539,497.00
66,452.50

1,423,962.24
468,968.85
43,439,517.00
399,375.00
45,731,823.07?

5,642,960.00
3,218,299.15

2,227,803.64
227.803 64

171,456,826.1:
16,170,445.20
46,460,897.78
18,100,253.51
40,578,575.1€
25,217,260.64
109,540,785.60
3,023,287.71
347,981,343.52
12,504,651.50
1,250,037.21
4,378,503.71
2,045,295.54
67,687,044.95
422,561.9E
1,888,267.43
296,958,170.6C
3,840,702.78
7,558,425.7C
9,581,397.41
1,321,562,361.2-4
2,508,207.095.3(1

1,470,957.20
32,140,104.22
26,221,246.24
77,629,888.00
207.462,195.66

1,011,094.53
1,043,587.80
2,506,480.51
4,561,162.84

585,673.80
6,460,697.41
1,542,428.65

13,196,420.40
11,781,717.14
33,566,937.4C

2,063,703.88
2,318,763.50
1,517,500.00
q Q(fi7 «

58,644,719.6(
3,680,840.31
46,948,419.4;
156,369,601,3<
31,979,830.7(
46,100,941 .Of
5,589,074.75
1,306,887.36
22,255,320.6?
22,453,518.7?
3,963,263.9;
165,200.0(
15,878.00

236,957.55
aeamiammmm

1,531,887.86
10,804,56131
9,071,478.68
1,053,299.18
341,738.32
5,791,622.25
28,594,587.60)

1,805,070.00

251
1.18
1.18
1.08

ofsuch,

pi
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)

Tuesday, May 4,2010

X L IUn 101315
INDUSTRIAL/DOM. PROD.

ALUMACO PLC 2 8.57 3,000
B.O.C. GASES NIGERIAPLC 8 10.73 144,586
NIG. ENAMELWARE PLC 1 45.32 60,00C
FIRST ALUM. NIGERIA PLC 1 0.51 2,00(
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 17 6.50 108,680
VONO PRODUCTS PLC 5 0.52 103,500
INF. & COMM.TECH.
CHAMS PLC 13 0.84 1,338,630
STARCOMMS PLC 56 212 13,390,577
ORTotals
INSURANCE
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 47 1.47 4,142,231
CONTINENTAL REINS. PLC 15 1.42 1.650.000
CORNERSTONE INS.CO.PLC 12 0.78 2,423,546
CUST/ALLIEDINSUR. PLC 9 3.55 3,197,317
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3 0.50 75,014,000
GREAT NIG. INS. COY PLC 5 0.50 550.000
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 19 0.80 1,394,68
GUARANTYTRUSTASS. PLC 48 2.75 8,195,94
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 2 0.50 60.00C
CONS. HALLM. INS. PLC 14 0.50 2,038,609
INT. ENERGY INS. COY PLC 72 0.61 19,637,575
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 42 0.50 8,129,150
LAW UNION & ROCKINS.PLC 28 0.57 4,222,357
MUTUAL BEN.ASSUR. PLC 44 0.52 6,533,084
N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC. 31 0.59 4,436,683
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 15 1.14 1.305.000
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 4 3.81 15,500
SOV.TRUSTINSURANE PLC 2 0.50 115.000
STACO INSURANCE PLC 57 0.54 9,407,253
STAND. ALLIANCE INS. PLC 19 0.56 569,640
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 9 0.80 422,159
UNITY KAPITAL ASSUR.PLC 1 0.60 2,00C
UNIVERSAL INS. COY PLC 2 0.50 50,000
IN/CO NT. WAPIC INS. PLC 8 0.97 175,040
SECTOR Totals 508 153,686,766
MARITIME
JAP/OIL & MAR. SERV.PLC 53 1.62 1,013,739
MEDIA
DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC 44 1.09 453,850
SECTORTotals
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
ASO SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 93 0.51 25,040,174
RESORT SAV.& LOANSPLC 6 0.50 2,413,000
UN/HOM. SAV. & LOANS PLC 30 0.93 2,542,936
SECTORTotals 129 29,996,110
OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC. 6 0.93 1,574,177
D/CAPIT. MAN. & TRUSTPLC 2 2.02 1,500
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 12 0.76 276,614
SECTORTotals m K
PACKAGING
NIG. BAG MANUF. COY PLC 51 3.18 817.619
BETA GLASS CO. PLC 1 15.20 10,000
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 4 6.01 50,000
SECTORTotaks 56 877.619
PETROLEUM (MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 58 40.60 138.833
BECO PETROL. PROD. PLC 25 1.63 757.834
MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC 15 69.79 18,706
CONOIL PLC 32 53.33 254,413
ETERNAOIL&GAS PLC. 32 7.60 1,245,166
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 8 175.99 27,869
OANDO PLC 166 120.00 1,056,201
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 20 195.00 86,3 '0 17,589,
SECTORTotals 356
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 24 9.46 258,224
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 12 7.50 303,000
SECToR Totals am
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROP. DEV. CO. PLC 20 24.91 566,115
20 M M
REAL ESTATE INV. TRUST
SKYE SHELTER FUND 100.0) 1,000
1,000
ROAD TRANSPORTATION
ASSOCIATED BUS COY PLC
TEXTILES
UNITED NIGERIATEXT. PLC
THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
ECOBANKTRANSN. INCORP
CONOIL
FLOURMILL
ENAMELWA
NNFM

805,070.00

24.450.00
1,516,633.43
2,719,200.00
1,000.00
719,322.92
53.875.00

1,124,449.20
27,305,41536

6.089.079.57
2,342,250.00
1,890,365.88
11,944,35035
37.507.000.00
275,000.00
1,094,274.80
22,342,446.23
30.000.00
1,020,924.50
11307,82351
4.112.950.57
2,524,458.20
3,449,623.68
2,616,522.97
1.494.000.00
61.995.00
57.500.00
5,072,503.15
324,944.80
337,727.20
1,140.00
25.000.00
162,551.60
116,584,432.01

1,642,257.18

472.854.00
472.854.00

12,930,806.18
1,206,500.00
2,312,865.16
16,450,171.34

1,463,981.82
3,030.00
217,124.62
1684,136.44

2.600.028.42
144.400.00
285.500.00
3029.928.42

5,623,760.46
1,235,710.72
1,370,588.62
13,614,394.67
9,492,265.94
4,659,696.80
127,240,148.31
.00

2,503,068.64
2,272,500.00

14,045,668.15

100,000.00
100,000.00

208,181.00
208,181.00

2.80
2.79
2.38
1.95
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Are your headaches caused by flat feet?

COUNTRY walks or strolling
through Central London used to
be Rachel Smiths favourite way
ofrelaxing at weekends. Butthen
the 37-year-old began to suffer
‘wild headaches’ that forced her to
go home and lie down in a dark-
ened room. “The headaches would
come on almost every weekend,’
says Rachel, a senior local govern-
ment manager. ‘It take painkill-
ers, but usually the only thing that
helped was to lie down. ‘ltwasvery
frustrating. I'm young and active,
butall I could do was go to bed and
wait for the pain to ease.” It was
only when she sought help for a
back problem that the unexpected
source of both her back pain and
headaches was identified: Rachel’s
feet.

Like one in five adults in the
UK, Rachel has flat feet. While
most sufferers experience no
real problems, Rachel is one of
the many thousands who suffer
headaches and other problems as
a result of the effect that flat feet
have on your posture.

With every step we take, we
load our body weight through
our feet,” explains Rina Bimbashi,
a podiatrist at the London Foot
& Ankle Centre. ‘Ifyou have flat
feet, you are likely to be rolling in
with each step, so your muscles are
working harder and longer to keep
your body stable.

‘This can set off a chain reac-
tion, from the calf muscles up the
leg to the knee and thigh, through
to the abdomen and lower back.
Consequently, you have poor pos-
ture and very tight, over-worked
muscles.’

Poor posture is linked to
approximately one in four severe
headaches, says Dr Mark Weath-
erall, a neurologist at the Princess
Mary Migraine Clinic at Charing
Cross Hospital, aleading specialist
centre. ‘Our feet are what ground
us, so if someone has severely flat
feet' then the whole body is likely
to become out of kilter. ‘Severe
posture-related headaches or
migraines are triggered when the
brain is unable to process all the
signals it is being sent.

‘For some people, the trigger

so if someone
has severely flat
feet then the
whole body is
likely to become
out of kilter

may be an overload of sensory sig-
nals from lights. For others, it may
be connected to poor posture.
‘The muscles in all parts of the
body are constantly sending infor-
mation to the brain about what
they are doing, and signals from
overloaded muscles can disturb
the brain. The brain then releases
chemicals which cause blood
vessels around it to expand and
become inflamed - and it is this
process that causes the throbbing

pain.” Dr Weatherall says that as
many as 170,000 Britons will be
suffering a severe headache on
any single day, with many ofthem
posture-related. In fact, headaches
are not the only problem caused by
the structure of the feet, says Rina
Bimbashi.

Other problems include ‘mys-
tery’ back, knee and pelvic pain.
‘Many patients have seen a succes-
sion of health professionals who
have focused on the particular area
where the pain is felt, rather than
the mechanics of the whole body,’
she adds.

Martin  Klinke, consultant
orthopaedic surgeon at the Lon-
don Foot & Ankle Centre, explains:
‘there are three characteristics
.of flat feet, the obvious feature is
that the arch is very low, or there
isno arch at all. The heel also rolls
inwards, while the top the foot
rotates outwards.

‘People may have one, twoor all
three of these features of flat foot,
with different degrees of sever-
ity.” For many people, flat feet run
in the family and the condition is
obvious from childhood, others
may be born with lax ligaments,
causing the foot increasingly to
roll inwards, so that over time a
flat foot develops.

Whatever the cause, it seems
its those who have a small degree
of flat feet who are particularly at
risk ofheadaches. ‘This is because
they are continually loading their
weight in the wrong part of their
foot, putting pressure on the ten-
don which runs down the side of
the ankle and along the centre of
the foot,”says Mr Klinke.

Beautiful women can be bad for your health, according to scientists

MEETING a beautiful woman can be bad for your health, scientists
have found. Just five minutes alone with an attractive female raise the
levels of cortisol, the body’ stress hormone, according to a study from
the University of Valencia.

The effects are heightened in men who believe that the woman in
question is “out of their league”.

Cortisol is produced by the body under physical or psychological
stress and has been linked to heart disease.

Researchers tested 84 male students by asking each one to sit in
a room and solve a Sudoku puzzle. Two strangers, one male and one
female, were also in the room.

When the female stranger left the room and the two men remained
sitting together, the volunteersstress levels did not rise. However, when
the volunteer was left alone with the female stranger, his cortisol levels
rose.

The researchers concluded: “In this study we considered that for
most men the presence ofan attractive woman may induce the percep-
tion that there is an opportunity for courtship.

“While some men might avoid attractive women since they think
they are out oftheir league;the majority would respond with apprehen-
sion and a concurrent hormonal response.

“This study showed that male cortisol levels increased after exposure
to a five-minute short social contact with ayoung, attractive woman.”

Cortisol can have a positive effect in small doses, improving alert-
ness and well-being. However, chronically elevated cortisol levels can
worsen medical conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, hyperten-
sion and impotency.

Culled from telegraph.co.uk

ACTRESS Angelina Jolie isregularly voted the world's most beautiful woman.



Sign Language

PLCflse do oT drop
V cIGftRerrc Butts on
THC GROUND

THe fish cOMme out =
HIGH! TO SITIOKf THtm
fIfID UUC ARC TRVING
TO GET THem TO QUIT

Who lights the butts for them?
Photo location: Paradise Island, The Bahamas, by Marcella Banas
Culled from www.signspotting.com

SPELLBOUND

A witch must have cast an evil "spell” upon our typesetters because some of these
famous names are not quite accurate. Can you identify the name in each numbered
group that is spelled incorrectly, and also supply its proper spelling?

1. Mark Chagall, Mahatma Gandhi, Cleveland Amory

2. Steven Spielberg, Sidney Poitier, Mario Brando

3. Ronald Raegan, John Travolta, Mikhail Baryshnikov

4. Edna St.Vincent Millay, Areatha Franklin, Patrick Henry
5. Shelly Winters, Liza Minnelli, Madame Chiang Kai-shek
6. Charles Darwin, Michael Douglas, P.G. Woodhouse

7. Andre Aggassi, Vasco da Gama, Anne Morrow Lindbergh
8. Terry Hatcher, Kate Winslet, Henrik |Ibsen

9. G. Gordon Libby, Brigitte Bardot, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

10. Neal Simon, Shirley MacLaine, Haile Selassie

SOLUTION TO PASSING THE LETTER BUCK

"He who hesitates
could find himself
many miles from the
next exit."

DAILY TRUST Wednesday, May 5, 2010

SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of small/er 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

142
2

00
> DN O

N 01 0 N
O N
o)

3
6
8 9 4
5

1 7 3

Solution to Sudoku 141

2 4 8 9 3 7 6 5 1
3 5 7 6 1 2 8 4 9
9 1 6 5 8 4 3 7 2
8 6 5 2 4 9 1 3 7
1 9 4 7 5 3 2 6 8
/7 2 3 8 6 1 5 9 4
4 3 2 1 9 6 8 5
3) 9 3 2 8 4 1 6
6 8 1 4 7 5 9 2 3


http://www.signspotting.com
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Gaddafl: Switzerlan

..Itshould be
divided up
among France,
Germany

and [taly

ibyan leader Mua-
mmar Gaddafi was
quoted on Monday as
saying that Switzer-
land is behaving like
acriminal organization and it is
involved in money laundering,
assassinations and terrorism.

In the latest installment of a
long-running dispute between
the two nations, Muammar
Gaddafi called Switzerland a
‘Mafia’ state and repeated a pre-
vious call for it to be divided up
among France, Italy and Ger-
many, according to the inter-
view published by German news
weekly Der Spiegel.

‘Switzerland is a state that
stands apart from the world
community,’the respected Ham-
burg-based magazine quoted
him as saying.

6/K Gaddafi

said Swit-

inflaming tensions between
Switzerland and Libya that
erupted after the son’ arrest in

addafi said Switzerland
as a haven for large
ale money laundering,
here laws allowing assisted sui-
cide are used as a cover for the
assassination of rich foreigners
with Swiss bank accounts.
Der Spiegel quoted the Lib-
yan leader as saying: ‘Switzerland
claims the people in question
wanted to commit suicide. Butt
in truth itwas a means of getting
hold oftheir money.’
He offered no evidence for
this claim.

he magazine also said the

Libyan leader accused

Swiss authorities of car-

rying out an ‘act of terrorism’

by arresting his son Hannibal
Gaddafi two years ago on suspi-
cion ofbeating up his servantsin
a Geneva luxury hotel. He was
later released and charges were
dropped.

‘The way they treated Han-
nibal proves that Switzerland
doesn't respect any laws,” Gadd-
afi was quoted as saying.

Swiss officials couldntimme-
diately be reached for comment,
but Gaddafis accusations risk

mmm

37

ISa'Mafia’ state

MUAMMAR Gaddafi has labelled Switzerland a criminal state that uses assisted suicide laws to

cover up assassinations

July 2008. The two countries
have been engaged in a diplo-
matic tit-for-tat since the inci-
dent, culminating in Libya’s
arrest of two Swiss businessmen
and the withdrawal ofall invest-
ments from Switzerland.

Bern, in return, tried to
prevent high-ranking Libyan
officials from obtaining yisas

to Europe until forced to back
down by Italy and other Euro-
pean countries with strong eco-
nomic ties to the North African
nation.

ne of the Swiss busi-
essmen, Rachid Ham-
ni, was allowed to

months detention. The other,
Max Goeldi, was sentenced to a
four-month prison term which
ends in June.

Human rights group
Amnesty International has called
the charges against M r Goeldi a
form of political revenge and
criticised the length of his pre-

ave Libya in February aftéridBdetention.

MOUNTAIN idyll: But according to Muammar Gaddafi Switzerland isa hotbed of money laundering, assassination and terrorism
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IS this the man
behind the TImes . i
Square car
bomb attack?

...Pakistani-American arrested at JFK

alrport trying to flee to Dubal

e Three men removed from a New York to Dubai flight

* Man arrested is an American citizen of Pakistani origin

Suspect{bought cartotransportbomb into Times Square in Connecticut’

Pakistani man

believed to be

behind a failed car

bomb attack on New

Yorks Times Square
was arrested yesterday while try-
ing to leave the U.S.

Faisal Shahzad, 30, is being
held in New York after he was
identified by customs agents at
John F Kennedy International
Airport. He was stopped before
boarding an Emirates Airlines
flight to Dubai, according to offi-
cials.

The airline yesterday revealed
that three men were removed

' from a New York to Dubai flight
due to depart Monday.

t is currently unclear whether
the men were on the same
flight that Shahzad was trying
to board.

‘Emirates can confirm that
its flight EK 202 was called back
by the local authorities prior to
departure. Three passengers were
removed from the flight,” the air-
line said in a statement.

‘Full security procedures were
activated, including the deplaning
of all passengers and a thorough
screening ofthe aircraft, passen-
gers, and baggage. Emirates is co-
operating with the local authori-

ties.’

hzad had recently

returned from a five-month

to Pakistan, where he

av¥e. He isan American cit-

ize 1th an address in Shelton,
Connecticut.

The suspect bought a sports
utility vehicle, a 1993 Nissan Path-
finder, from a Connecticut man
about three weeks ago and paid
cash, detectives said.
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ACCUSED: Facebook pictures ofa man that ABC News identifies

asthe Faisal Shahzad arrested yesterday in connection with the

SHAHZAD'S former home in Shelton, Connecticut.The American citizen of Pakistani origin isdue
to appear in a Manhattan federal court later yesterday

The U.S. attorney’ office for
the Southern District in Man-
hattan will handle the case and
Shahzad was scheduled to appear
in court yesterday on formal
charges, but those charges were
not made public.

FBI agents searched the home'

at a known address for Shahzad
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in the
early hours ofyesterday morning,
said agent Kimberly Mertz.
Authorities removed filled

plastic bags from the house, which
is in a mixed-race, working-class
neighbourhood of multi-family
homes in Connecticut’s largest

city.

bomb squad came and
went without entering
s local police and FBI

until we have brought everyone
responsible to justice; suggest-
ing additional suspects are being
sought. The bomb in the vehicle
could have produced ‘a signifi-
cantfireball’ and sprayed shrapnel
with enough force to kill pedes-
trians and knock out windows,
police said.

ents gathered in the cordoned-The SUV was parked on a

fstreet.
U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder said America ‘will not rest

street lined with restaurants and
Broadway theatres, and full of
people out on a Saturday night.

Times Square bomb car bomb attempt

£ £ Shahzad
had recently
returned
from afive-
month trip
to Pakistan,
where he had
awife. He is
an American
citizen with
an address in
Shelton,
Connecticut

The vehicle identification
number (VIN) had been removed
from the Pathfinders dashboard,
but it was stamped on the engine,
and investigators used it to find
the recorded owner.

Crhe discovery of the VIN on
the engine block was pivotal
in that it led to the identifying

the registered owner,” said Paul

Browne, chief New York Police

Department spokesman. ‘It con-

tinues to pay dividends’

The US attorneys office in
Manhattan will handle the case.
It was not clear if additional sus-
pects were being sought.

Officials say the SUV' regis-
tered owner, whose name has not
been released, isnot considered a
suspect in the bomb scare.
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US shows Its nuclear hand

5,113 active nuclear warheads - and'several thousand'more retired

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton addresses a conference at the Ignited Nations headquarters in
New York. Later shetold reporters that itwas in the nation's interests to reveal its nuclear stockpile

STOCKPILE: The U.S. has revealed an arsenal of more than 5,100
strategic and tactical nuclear weapons, such astheTrident Il missile

he United States

has 5,113 nuclear

warheads and ‘sev-

eral thousand’ more

retired warheads
awaiting the junk pile, the Pen-
tagon said in an unprecedented
accounting of a secretive Cold
War arsenal.

The Obama administration
disclosed the size of its atomic
stockpile going back to 1962 as
part of a campaign to get other
nuclear nations to be more forth-
coming, and to improve its bar-
gaining position against the pros-
pect ofa nuclear Iran.

ecretary of State Hillary
S(ilinton, addressing a United
ations conference on con-
taining' the spread of nuclear
weapons, told reporters: ‘We
think itis in our national security
interest to be as transparent as we

The figure,

can be about the nuclear program
ofthe United States’

The figure, which the U.S.
previously regarded as top secret,
includes both ‘strategic’ long-
range and ‘tactical’ short-range
weapons.

The Pentagon said the stock-
pile 0f5,113 as of September 2009
represented a 75 per cent reduc-
tion since 1989.

rough count of deployed
and reserve warheads has
een known for years, so
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All the
president's
emails

In aunique experiment in dem-
ocratic transparency, Barack
Obama - a BlackBerry owner,
and the first American president
to use email while in office - has
agreed to copy G2 in on his oth-
erwise highly confidential elec-
tronic communications. Each
week, we present a selection
from recent days:

To: White House Staff Sub-
ject: facebook
14 like to thank everybody

e Pentagon figures do notvtel felt the need to bring to my
clear experts much they atfeintion the fact that there is a

not already know.

Hans Kristensen - director
of Nuclear Information Project,
Federation of American Scientists
in Washington - said his organisa-
tion already had put the number
at around 5,100 by reviewing
budget estimates and other docu-
ments.

t Mr Kristensen said
e importance of the
nouncement was the

Facebopk group with more than
a million members, all praying
for my death. YouVve really made
my day. Fantastic. Thanks again.
There isalso, | notice, a Facebook
petition group calling for the
original pages removal, which
is gaining members fast. | don't
think we should get involved
officially, but if anyone wants to
join the petition group - hey, its
a free country. BHO

cedent it set, adding that theTo: Hillary Clinton <sec-
.S. ‘is no longer going to keepary@ state.gov Subject: Re:

other countries in the dark’

Mrs Clinton said the disclo-
sure ‘builds confidence’ that the
Obama administration was seri-
ous about stopping the spread of
nuclear weapons and reducing
their numbers.

However, the administration
was not revealing everything.

e Pentagon figure
released yesterday includes
deployed weapons, which

third UK debate

Yeah, | had to watch at least
some of it, because Gordon sent
me an email right after asking
what | thought his best lines
were. Its like watching cricket:
amazingly dull, and impossible
to tell whoswinning. To be hon-
est, | dont like the idea ofhaving
a “special relationship” with any
of them. After the election let}
see ifwe can get the new guy to
drop that expression. We can

are those more or less readycdt it “the convenient alliance”
launch, and reserve weapongrltthe suitable arrangement” or

does not include thousands of
warheads that have been disa-
bled or all-but dismantled. Those
weapons could, in theory, be
reconstituted, or their nuclear
material ‘repurposed:

Estimates put the total U.S.
arsenal range between 8,000 and
slightly more than 9,000 - but the
Pentagon will not give a precise
number.

which the U.S.

reviously regarded as top

ecret, includes both
strategic'long-range
and'tactical'short-range

weapons

something. Barack

To: BP Group CEO Tony
Hayward <tony.hayward@
bp.com> Subject: Re: disaster
management

Tony: Let me assure you the
federal govt is making every
effort to keep your oil spill off
our country, but ultimately that
oil is your responsibility, and
yourproblem. As president 1 will
make every effort to ensure this
does not become some kind of
offshore Katrina for which you
will be blamed. The buck stops
with me, and then | invoice you.
Hope that’ clear. Barack

To: VPOTUS <joe.biden@
whitehouse.gov> Subject: Re:
Whateveryou say, chief!

Thanks Joe, butyou'vejoined
the wrong Facebook page. How
that gonna look, you praying for
my death? See up in the top left-
hand corner where it says “leave
group”? Click on that, and then
turn off your computer. You
shouldn't be social networking
during office hours anyway. B

Culledfrom guardian.co.uk


mailto:retary@state.gov

40

Wednesday, May 5,2010 DA' LY TRUST

oMo X omo X omo X oMo X omo X omo X omo X omo X omo X pmo X pmo X omo X omo X omo X pmo X pmo X pmo X

£ N0 RONO RONO \ONO — ONO & ONTT.ONO RONO BONO™ °NO RONO RONOT ONO & ONO FONOT °noT OO «ovoT.ovo oNOR O R

aNO A ONO T o

*

M

DEBT MANAGEMENT OFHCE
NIGERIA

A nnounces

FORUM ON FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA (FGN) BONDS
FOR NIGERIANS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

cm yEC ttV E

To enlighten Nigerians in the Diaspora
and other investors on the benefits of
investing in FGN Bonds

DATE VENUE TIME
May 8,2010 The Westin Hotel in the Galleria, 6.00p.m.
5060 West Alabama Street,

Houston, Texas

i& rM yteA tD m gss
NIGERIA: CURRENT REFORM MEASURES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
AND THEIR IMPACT ON THE NATION'S MACRO <ECONOMY

. BY

Mr. Olusegun Olutoyin Aganga
Honourable Minister o fFinance

<p% £$EmyLm (m
BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN FGN BONDS
BY'
Dr. Abraham Nwankwo
Director-General, Debt Management Office

m yr

Prof. Adebowale Adefuye
Ambassador o fNigeria to the United States o fAmerica

C oK aSorating In stitu tio n s

Central Bank of Nigeria Nigeria Stock Exchange
Securities and Exchange Commission Primary Dealer Market Makers
(PDMMs) in FGN Bonds
Signed
Debt Management Office

www.dmo.gov.ng

Attendance is strictly by invitation

For furtheriaformatioa, contact:
Mr.Daniel W illiam s adesoiiGbmsn.com +1-713-M 3-1S7> or
fznbondsnigeriansutdiasDort&dm o.$ov.nf

S?a,pant9$ tadtUmfa,fatien "Hiyet, (medta fi*r FGN Bonds!
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Repsto convene national urban summit

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE House of Representatives is to convene a national
urban summitin collaboration with the Ministry ofLands,
Housing and Urban Development and other stakeholders
in the second quarter of 2010.

This was contained in a speech delivered yesterday
by Chairman House Committee on Urban Development,
Hon. Abdullahi Umar Farukh when Members of House
Committee on Urban Development visited the Minister
of Lands, Housing and Urban Development, Mr. Nduese
Essien in Abuja.

Farukh stated that the Summit is intended to identify

FCTAto
tackle
Workers
housing woes

By Nasir Imam

FEDERAL Capital Territory
(FCT) Minister, Senator Bala
Mohammed, has promised to
Seriously look into the grow-
ing housing problems of work-
ers in the territory with a view
to ameliorating them. Speaking
when the leaders of the Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC), paid
-JeIH(rj],_angO&:lrlt\ﬁs&)?sll at Rhf_.week-
programme ofthe FCT Admin-
istration has been strengthened
in a bid to deliver more afford-
able houses for workers and other
residents of Abuja.

Responding to the request by
the leader of the delegation who
is the Chairman of FCT chapter
ofthe NLC, Comrade Zakari .N.
Adams, for assistance to over-
come workers’housing problems
in the territory, BalaMohammed
promised to implement policies
and programmes that would
help to ease the accommoda-
tion crunch within the short-
est possible time. According to

ries Exhibition.

urban development problems with a view to evolve con-
crete and pragmatic solutions to identifiable constraints to
urban development.

He added that a sub-committee ofthe House Commit-
tee has been constituted to oversee this event.

“The scope ofcoverage and modus operandi ofthe sum-
mit have been defined by our committee. Your Ministry is
required to nominate two representatives to serve in the
National Technical Committee on the Summit. We will also
appreciate full support ofthe Ministry towards the realiza-
tion of this goal.

“We are also emphatic on the review ofthe Constitu-
tion to give prominence to Urban and Regional Develop-

Ceded land to FCT: Niger demands 25 %

ment planning particularly as it concerns roles of different
levels of government .itis our considered view that urban
planning should be in the Concurrent Legislative List. It
is very necessary to obtain the support of all stakeholders
on this,” he said.

He added that, “it is our hope that this singular act will
lay to rest all controversies surrounding the implementa-
tion of the 1992 Urban and Regional Planning Law. We
support the preparation of the national physical develop-
ment plan documents to translate economic development
policies into spatial form. We would lend our weight to
back the document with the enabling legislation to ensure
its implementation.”

ITALIAN designer Alessio Pappa lays in his creation at the 49th Milan International Furniture Fairin Rho. More than 2000 exhibi-
tors take part inThe 'Salone internazionale del Mobile' (International Furniture Fair) and the International Furnishing Accesso-

share from FG

the Minister, it is shameful that
a large number of workers in the
federal capital still lack access'to
decent and affordable housing at
this age.

Earlier, the leader ofthe dele-
gation, Comrade Adams had out-
lined the workers request before
the Minister, which included the
allocation of a big piece of land
for the development of “work-
ers village” sance most workers
are unable to access public mass
housing mass housing.

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE governor of Niger state, Dr Muazu
Babangida Aliyu has called on the Federal
Government to pay up promised 25 percent
budget share for states that lost parts of their
territory to the creation ofthe Federal Capital
Territory (FCT).

He made the call at Sulejaduring the Jamaa
forum ftieeting held yesterday where he said
that Niger state and other neighbouring states
that have contributed land to create the FCT
are entitled to an earlier agreed share of 25
percent.

He lamented a situation where he stated
that after ceding 80 percent of Suleja to the
creation of the FCT, Niger state is yet to get
any ofthe promise earlier made by the federal
government.

He said that instead ofthe town to develop
as it should be, it has degenerated as a slum, a
mere residue ofrejects from the federal capital
Abuja, adding that the situation has made the
place a haven for criminals.

He said that the proximity of Suleja town
to the nation’ capital makes it imperative to
provide the necessary infrastructures that will
make it a twin city rather than a slum to the

federal capital.

Aliyu therefore disclosed that the
state and indeed all the others that ceded
part of their territory will articulate and
present their case to the Acting President,
Dr.Goodluck Jonathan demanding for the
25% budget share of the FCT which was
agreed to be given for the development of
the states.

Governor Aliyu also directed the Com-
missioner for Local Government, Barrister
Abdullahi Bawa, to tell the Nigeria Army on
moves by the state to assume ownership of
the Old Army Barracks, Suleja.

Rural electrification for Nasarawa/FCT border community

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

ARA, one ofthe communities at the Nasarawa State/Abuja
borders, was at the weekend, handed electricity with the
commissioning of the N81 million project by Governor
Alliyu Akwe Doma, linking the people on the national grid

Ara, a bustlingcommunity atthe edge ofthe famous Ara
rocks, was promised electricity since die old Plateau State
days - close to 20 years ago, but the project remained only a
pipe dream for the people as oneadministration or the other

looked away from the proposal, while the exploding popula-
tion continued to face untold hardship.

But the administration of Doma, last year, initiated and
awarded the contract for the project, which saw the linking
ofthe community on the national grid after electricity was
tapped from Nasarawa township, several kilometers away.

Governor Domatold the people during the commission-
ing that Speaker of the Nasarawa State House of Assembly,
Musa Ahmed Mohammed had sought his permission to
initiate the project as part of his constituency development

effort. He said the speaker’s plan came as a spur to him,
leading to the collaborative effort which saw Arawith elec-
tricity at the weekend. The occasion was the ongoing “Meet
the People Tour” which has taken the governor to several
local government and development areas, so far.

Speaker ofthe stale assembly, Ahmed Mohammed, who
hails from Nasarawa, commended the governorscommit-
ment to rural transformation, just as he urged the people’s
support for the administration to spur further develop-
ment.
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SON wants inspection of buildings

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

PROFESSIONAL bodies in
the nations building and con-
struction industry have been
enjoined to partner with the
relevant state authorities on
joint spot inspection teams on
all buildings under construc-
tion.

Director-General of
Standards Organisation of
Nigeria,Dr John Akanya, who
gave the charge in his official
reaction to the Saturday build-
ing collapse ofthe Kairo mar-

ket, Osodi,Lagos, aid the devel-
opment was necessary so as to
forestall the growing incidence of
building collapse in the country.

He reiterated that one of the
great challenges confronting the
nation isin ensuring that only cer-
tified building materials are used
for and qualified professionals are
involved in building and construc-
tion in order to ensure necessary
quality assurance.

While calling for the diligent
prosecution of all those who may
be involved in the activities leading
to the collapse ofthe Oshodi mar-

ket building,Akanya craved for
the re-opening ofall earlier cases
to ensure that they are brought
to book to serve as deterrent to
others.

“It is noteworthy and com-
mendable the recent efforts of
some of the professional bod-
ies like the COREN and Nige-
rian Institution of Surveyors in
undertaking public enlighten-
ment programs to educate con-
sumers and stakeholders at large
on the status oftheir members. |
wish to call on all others within
the sector to do same and go

further to ensure that only their
accredited members are involved

m

in the construction and supervi-
sion of buildings in Nigeria.

It is noteworthy and commendable the
recent efforts of some of the professional
bodies like the COREN and Nigerian
Institution of Surveyors in undertaking
public enlightenment programs to educate
consumers and stakeholders at large on

the status of their members.

Kwara varsity, GIB to build N50Om film village

From Mustafa Abubakar, ilorin

THE Kwara State University (KWASU) has received a
promise of 500million naira from Guarantee Trust Bank
(GTB)PIc to establish a N500 million film village for the
enhancement ofvisual arts performance in the university.

The Dean, School of Visual and Performing Arts of
the institution, Professor Awam Amkpa, disclosed while
speaking with newsmen shortly after the formal presenta-
tion ofa photo exhibition organized by KWASU held at
Kwara Hotels.

Amkpa, who said that the initiative ofsetting up the film

village is through public-private arrangements, revealed
that the first private sector to partner with the University
in this direction is Guarantee Trust Bank with a promise
of500million naira.

He said that the buildings to be used for the film village
would be erected in June and by August this Year, the village
would begin full operation.

He informed that the facilities that would attract the
film practitioners would be provided in the film village,
which would make the institution and its students gain
influence in the industry.

The Dean also disclosed that the department of Visual

~ IWGMTMIlfIC B B WVES

Arts is going to be practiced-based, saying that interna-
tional professionals would be invited to work with the insti-
tution in order to actualize its dreams.

Also speaking, the Head of Department of Performing
Arts Professor Ahmed Yerima who said that the idea of
setting up the film village was to generate revenue for the
institution, saying that the institution could not continue
to be dependent on the people.

He also said that since the village would be well equipped
to stand the test of time, professionals in the film industry
would be able to come to the institution for film shooting
which he said would earn it money.

Nigeria ifYimtgratiofi S& nrice NnafTfdt Aiikrw BAirportRoad, Sauka, Abuja

THE IMMIGRATION OFFICERS WIVES ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA (IMMOWA)

cordially invites

The general public to the formal inauguration ceremony

*

of her Association and | Billion Naira Fund Raising for IMMOWA Secretariat

Date i
Thursday 6th May; 2010

GUEST OF HONOUR

Her Excellency,

Vaiue:

Shehu Musa Yar*Adua Conference Center,

Central District, Abuja

DAME PATIENCE GOODLUCK JONATHAN
Wife of the Ae. President O f the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Mrs. Phoebean Ifcadi

N, Iti HKII' W it tH v

10:00am prompt.

ALH. ALIKO DANGOTE

Charm<w]EOn il r i

Mrs Priscilla | deh

National President
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'Land use decree unjust to Nigerians'

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

THE National President ofthe Nigeria Institution ofSurveyors,
Dr. Olusola Atilola has described the Land Use Decree as an
unjust law, which had deprived majority ofland owners their
rightto accesssuch forproductiveventures, including farming.

He noted that the Decree had become an archaic law, aseven
countries like China had adopted the method of giving lands

Nigerian
architects
decry
infiltration
of foreign
firms

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE' Nigerian Institute"”
of Architects (NLA) has
decried the infiltration of
foreign architectural firms
into Nigerian market.

The Lagos state Presi-
dent of NIA Architect Tunji
Bolu said in interactive ses-
sion with the media during
its 50th anniversary celebra-
tions in Lagos that the for-
eign firms get accounts that
can be handled by indig-
enous architects.

He said to make Nigerian
architects more competitive
in the face foreign compe-
tition; he noted that archi-
tectural trainings .would
be improved in all schools
offering architecture in
Nigeria.

He also noted that the
Institute is positioning Nige-
rian architects to be among
the 20world best by the year
2020, keying into the vision
20:2020 of the federal gov-
ernment. »

He said architects are
fundamental to the success
of the Nigerian vision and
Nigeria cannot achieve the
vision without working in
concertwith local architects.

He said going forward,
the Institute will deliver
a truly Nigerian architect
that would be- indigenous
and will be symbols of
Nigeria internationally just
like Japan, China and other
countries.

On the spate of build-
ing collapse in Nigeria, the
architects said they are just
one aspect ofa total building
and most times, the building
engineers and other persons
involved in the building
process may not abide by
their designs and specifica-
tions just to cut cost.

On the challenges bedev-
iling the Institutes mem-
bers, the architects listed
lack of clients, ineffective
legislation that does not
compel people to seek pro-
fessional impute from archi-
tects before any building is
erected or any adjustment is
made to a building.

to their original owners, which has contributed immensely  land to farm and create food for the country. Even in China,
to the growth ofthe country, in the last 30 years. Atilola, who  theyare giving the land back to the people and their economy
spoke at anews conference in Abeokuta, ahead ofthe National  ismultiplying. We are working towards removing this obnox-
Conference ofthe body therefore urged the Federal Govern-  iouslaw”
ment to look into the Decree in order to create growth for the Atilolaemphasizedthat land should go back to their origi-
countryseconomy. nal owners, “with adequate compensation atthe most market
According to the NIS President, “Land Use Decree isan  value. A situation whereby land is not being used because of
unjust law. It has disenfranchised our grandparents oftheir there istide to it iskilling our economy.

CONSTITUENCY

LEGAL

Constituency legacies are those humanitarian projects initiated, implemented
and bequeathed to the deserving communities as related to our elected political
office holders. As the nation draw closer to another elective year, it becomes
imperative that lawmakers will be taking inventor)' and account for the
stewardship of services they rendered to uplift the well being oftheir people. As
it affects the state and federal lawmakers, quite a good number have
demonstrated kindness and generousity vis-a vis their electioneering promises.
They are trailing the blazing of good representation through provision of
constituency projects and contribute to debates, bills and other sundry" issues of
national importance.

Tocelebrate our National Assembly representatives. Media Trust Limited, the
publishers of Daily Trust, Weekly Trust, Sunday Trust and Aminiya
newspapers, is packaging a special project on the above subject [MY
CONSTITUENCY LEGACY]. The aim is to applaud and highlight the
contributions of individual lawmaker who has demonstrated kindness to his,/her
people. Given the foregoing, federal lawmakers are invited to participate in the
project as a way of showcasing their contributions [Constituency projects]
executed to the admiration oftheir various constituencies.

For participation/enquiries, please contact:

Leke Adelere on 08059100282

Lilian Tanimoia 08052377534.

The date of publication isfrom Monday, May 17 to Saturday, May 31,2010.

Thank you aswe anticipate your participation.

Management

MILYSTRUST
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Fraudstersand advanced
sophistication

HE more effort is
made by the author-
ity and well mean-

‘Engineer Success; but that
solution creates other sets of
dangerous fraudsters than

ing citizens to check the ones previously known.
menace of land racketefor it is no longer forging

ing, the more new meth-
ods were devised by the
criminals for cheating on
innocent and unsuspecting
citizens, at the same time
creating more confusion
in the system. As a result of
advanced sophistication of
land racketeering, and due
to the fact that the amount
of money involved is usu-
ally very large, these days
before maldng transac-
tion on any land in Abuja
one must go well beyond
the normal search in the
AGIS Dby exploring all
other avenues and leaving
no stone unturned before
releasing his money Oth-
erwise after investing ones
fortune, he will experience
the worse shock of his life
when despite the confir-
mation ofthe search report
from the authority prior to
the transaction, he became
embarrassed by another
party much later, perhaps
at the point of transferring
the ownership to another
party, seeking building
plan approval or even after
successfully obtaining the
approval while on the actual
construction.

Prior to the establish-
ment ofthe AGIS the worst
fraudster in the city was
one ‘Engineer Success’ very
crafty in forging certificates
of occupancies for Abuja
plots, using different names
than the real person the
authority allocates the plot
to, and then sold to unsus-
pecting buyers. A simple
search on the status of the
plot and the real owner in
the land registry prior to the
transaction shall reveal the
authentic owner, one would
then know whether he is
dealing with the right or
wrong party, and then make
him decide on whether to
continue the transaction
or halt.

The recertification
exercise and the establish-
ment of the AGIS by the
computerization ofall land
records in order to ease all
those processes was seen
as the solution to all these
unwholesome behaviors, it
reallv checked the likes of

certificates and using dif-
ferent names, but cloning
from the system by those
with that privilege infor-
mation and maintaining
the names on the allocation
and selling to plot buyers
without the knowledge of
the real owner.

The implication is that
when the innocent buyer
goes for search of the gen-
uine owner, made possible
by forging his signature
from the plot’ file records,
the report by the authority
will not show any contra-
diction there by confirming
the authenticity ofthe allo-
cation; without the slightest
knowledge that the right-
ful owner is not even aware
that his plot is being sold,
the unsuspecting buyer
will go ahead and conclude
the transaction by paying
the huge amount, at times
amounting to his fortune.
For these clandestine and
criminal operations to be
made possible there must
be connivance of persons
with access to the software,
with the first suspects cer-
tainly being the dishonest
staff, or rather fraudulent
persons that worked within
and now out ofthe service.

It could be recalled that
the AGIS started its activi-
ties as a private organiza-
tion with many casual staff
given unrestricted access to
land information. To be fair
to the initiators it was cer-
tainly not meant to allowthe
pilfering ofthe land records
for fraudulent activities but
to check them. However,
such activities should purely
be handled by the civil serv-
antsthe authority employed
for such. The land depart-
mentand its staffwere made
redundant and all issues to
do with land activities were
handled by the AGIS as a
private organization even
before the amendment of
the FCT Act, culled subsid-
iary legislation that attempt
to make the AGIS an agency
of the FCTA in order to
legalize its activities, the
procedure frowned at dur-
ing the senate probe. Prior
to that, the engagement of

AGIS as a private company
to undertake such sensitive
public service function is
certainly a crime no mat-
ter the reasons advanced as

necessity.
The fact is all the FCT
ministers have interest

in lands allocation and
depending on their dis-
position, to garner a lot
for themselves and their
cohorts, or to ensure justice
and equitable distribution,
they choose the suitable
staff and make enabling
policies. Just as the present
minister set up a commit-
tee to curb the increasing
activities of fraudsters, so
did Dr. Modibbo found it
a matter of necessity, which
culminated into a full blown
probe involving the Senate,
restoration of the powers
of the lands department
and the appointment ofthe
Director of Lands and those
deemed capable of making
him achieve his objectives.
The resultwas the discovery
of more than one thousand
fake allocations with their
roots traced to these dubi-
ous casual staffofthe AGIS.
With these so called staff
now at large who then can
guarantee the safety of the
land information in their
possession? As many times
they got arrested for forger-
ies they got bailed with-
out being charged to court
and allowed to continue
duping others. This must
be the major area Senator
Dansadau led committee
is to concentrate on so long
as it wants to succeed in its
assignment.

Whatever effort was
made by the Modibbo
administration in sanitiz-
ing the lands administra-
tion has been thrown to
the winds by Senator Ali-
ero, without any caution or
decorum, but naked greed
for grabbing as much as
possible. It went up to the
extent of Aliero appointing,
his personal assistants as
members of the Land Use
and Allocation Commit-
tee and officially releasing
amemo to that effect. Thus
apart from the casual AGIS
staff now at large creating
havoc with the land records,
could these not be the new
entrants into the dastardly
business?
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By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

GOVERNOR Aliyu Akwe DomaofNasarawa
State has promised to renovate Umaisha com-
munity primary health care centre in Toto
Local Government Council ofthe state.
Doma made the promise last Wednesday
during the continuation ofhis ° Meet the Peo-
plestour”in Toto local government council of
the state, assured residents ofthe community
thatin the nexttwo weeks, he will directacon-
tractor to commence renovation ofthe health

centre.

Accordingto him, the community primary
health care centre after its renovation will.be
equipped with drugs and other health facili-
tiesin order to enhance people ofthe commu-
nity easy access to health care delivery services

without stress.
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Doma to
renovate
health centre

The governor hqwever said that his deci-
sion to embark on “Meet the people tour”was

to thankthe people ofthe council fortheir mas-
*sive support given to him during the election
and to also ascertain the council chairmens
effort in providing democratic dividend'to
their electorates.

He noted that since the assumption of
his administration in office, the state has
embarked on construction ofroads, schools,
agriculture and other infrastructural develop-
ment across the state.

He expressed satisfaction with the vari-

ous projects executed by the chairman ofthe
cotmcil, Alhaji Ibrahim Isyaku Opkanaki,
noting that god almighty will continue to'give
the state strength, financially and morally in
order to continue to provide more dividend of

democracyto the people.

PIC: Abubakar SADIQ

GOVERNOR Aliyu Akwe Doma(c) cutting the tape to commission the newly
completed Gadabuke Council Development Secretariat, during his meet-the-
people-tour in Gadabuke last Wednesday.

Customs building handed overto NPA

From Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Lagos

Anew ultra-modern build-
ing that will provide office
accommodation to offi-
cialsofthe Nigeria Customs
Service (NCS) has been
completed and handed
over to the Nigerian Ports
Authority (NPA).

The building, which was
constructed by APM Ter-
minals Apapa, will serve as
facility for physical inspec-
tion of containers as well as
related administration of
customs operations at the
terminal.

Managing Director of
APM Terminals Apapa
Limited, Mr. Martin Dirks,
who handed over the new
facility to the Port Manager
of Lagos Port Complex,

Apapa, Mr. Joshua Asanga,
said construction of die
ultra-modern building was
a further demonstration of
hiscompanyscommitment
to fulfilling its own part of
the bargain in its 25-year
port concession agreement
with the Federal Govern-
ment.

He said the new build-
ing will address various
logistics and infrastruc-
tural challenges confront-
ing customs officers at their
present location.

“Today, inspection of
containers takes place in
the yard - away from the
old customs administra-
tive building. It also means
that each container occu-
pies a container footprint
for average of 18 hours
but with this new building

here, all those factors are
elimitated while working
environment and safety
is increased significantly,”
Dirks stated at a briefcer-
emony marking the official
handover ofthe building to
NPA.

The Port Manager
of Lagos Port Complex
Apapa, Mr. Joshua Asanga,
who received the keys to
the building, commended
APM Terminals for always
setting the pace and upping
the bar in port operations.

He promised to ensure
timely movement of cus-
toms operatives into the
new facility.

The old customs build-
ing will be demolished and
its space converted to a
stacking area as soon as it
is vacated.
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Robbers
PHCN staff, attack bizman

By Ogechi Ohalee

BUT for providence, a busi-
nessman, Mr Patrick Enweaka
would had been found dead yes-
terday in his apartment at 3rd
Avenue Gwarinpa Estate, Abuja,
when five men pretending to be
officials of the Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN)
accosted him.

Enweaka while narrating his
experience said he heard a knock
at his deor at 5am and opened it
after hearing aresponse that those
at nis door where from PHCN.

“Four persons at the door
introduced themselves as PHCN

officials showing identity cards,
documents and demanded for
my electricity bills,” he narrated.
He saidwhen he turned around
to get the bills; he felt a machete
blow on his head and fought back
for survival, shouting for help.
“My attackers used machetes
to almost cut one ofmy hands off
during my struggle,” he added.
Our reporter saw the vic-
tim in the midst of his relations
and church members, who were
rejoicing on his survival.
Thevictims head and hand had
been stitched at a hospital, while
he was at Gwarinpa Police Station
to make his statement.

retendin

Reacting to the incident, the
Divisional Police Officer (DPO)
in charge of Gwarimpa, Mr Dal-
hati Balarebe Imraia, a chief
superintendent, said the five-man
gangsintention was to threaten
Patrick Enweka with a poisonous
injection so that he signs a five
million naira cheque, for them
but unfortunately the man fought
back courageous.

“Good Samaritans that heard
the victim% scream informed a
police patrol team, who arrived at
the incident scene on time and res-
cued the situation,” the DPO said.

He said the man could have
been killed if not for the early

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513
email: citynews@dailytrust.com

intervention ofthe police, adding
that the police were able to arrest
one ofthe suspects, who gave use-
ful information about other mem-
bers ofthe gang.

The police officer disclosed
further that the gang’s leader is a
graduate of Unijos, while others
are undergraduates and advised
FCT residents to be their brother’s
keeper, saying that if neighbours
had helped the victim, his injuries
wouldnt have been so bad.

The arrested suspect, Victor
Adinnu, told City News that one
KC, who served the businessman
in the past complained to the gang
that he was not well settled after

to be

i |
his service years and life is diffi-
cult for him.

“Ekene hatched the plan of
injecting the victim with blood
in order for us to get five million
naira from him butthings wentout
ofhand when other gang members
decided to act contrary to our ini-
tial decisions by hitting the victim
with a cutlass,” he lamented.

He maintained that the plan
was hatched at Galadinma and
Gwarimpa respectively but could
not tellwhere KC lives.

According to him, the injection
was not poisonous and he was
promised a million naira after the
operation.

Police arrest motorcyclists
for flouting restriction

By Hussein Yahaha & Usman A. Bello

POLICEMEN at Dutsen-Alhaji junction Mon-
day night arrested commercial cyclists, popularly
called okada riders for operating in the area after
the restricted time for their operations.

The FCT Administration had

earlier restricted

their operations from 6 am to 8 pm daily within sat-

ellite towns in the city.

Monday’ police operation which started at 8.30
pm-took the cyclists unaware as the lucky ones fled
on sighting the police team to evade arrest.

Eyewitnesses said about four motorcycles were
impounded and taken away by policemen.

Cyclists spoken to said they are aware of the
restriction butwere not expecting the police to carry

out their action that night.

When contacted, the Divisional Police Officer of
Dutsen Police Sstation, Richard Oigiangbe, said the
law banning the operation ofcommercial cyclists at

night is still on course.

He however said he would confirm the arrest
from his men but added that the decision banning
cyclists operation at night is to reduce crime in the
area and appealed to residents to co-operate with

the police.
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WORKERS during the May Day celebrations at the weekend.

Judicial staff strike
paralyses court activities

By Hussein Yahaya, Romoke
W.Ahmad, Ibraheem A. Fatai &
Usman A. Bello

JUDICIAL activities at mag-
istrate and area courts in the
Federal Capital Territory were
yesterday hindered as a result of
strike action embarked upon by
members ofthe National Judici-
ary Staff Union of Nigeria.

Most courts visited by our
reporters had their gates locked,
while staffstood at the entrance
discussing in groups.

Judicial staff that arrived

early to work at Magistrate
Court, Karu, were briefed ofthe
strike by some executive mem-
bers ofthe union.

The story was the same at
Karu Upper Area Court and
Magistrate Courts, Wuse Zone
2and Zone 6.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, the union’
National Treasurer, Yahaya
Muhammed Turaki, said the
union is demanding for both
increment and harmonisation
-of salaries, adding that the
union will call off the strike

when their demands are met.

Members of the union who
spoke with our reporters said
they will co-operate fully with
their union leaders until their
demands are granted.

As a result of the strike, sus-
pects, who were brought to
court by police prosecutors
and prison officials, had to be
returned to detention.

Some of the suspects wept
openly, while others prayed for
a quick resolution ofthe strike
so that they get bail before their
trial begins.

PIC: KENNEDY EGBONODJE

N/Assembly approves N362bn FCT budget

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE National Assembly has approved
N362 billion as expenditure forthe Fed-
eral Capital Territory during the 2010
fiscal year.

Presenting the report ofthe Senate
Committee on FCT yesterday, Sena-
tor Abubakar Sodangi (PDP, Nasarawa
West) said both chambers of the
National Assembly have passed same
figures in the budget hence there wont
be need forharmonisation.

Breakdown ofthe budget indicates
thatthe FCT Administration isto spend
N39billion on personnel cost, overhead
expenditure is to get N29 billion while
the balance 0fN293 billion is for capital
projects for the FCT.

The budget showsthat the Engineer-
ing Department of the FCT received

the highest allocation of N 115 billion,
followed by the Satellite Town Infra-
structure Department N35 billion and
Transport Secretariat N64 billion.

Other projects added in the budget
are provision of adequate water supply
to FCT residents, road construction
linking satellite towns, rehabilitation of
old districts and provisions* of security
gadget to security agencies.

Meanwhile, acting President Good-
luck Jonathan has forwarded three tax
reform bills for consideration by the
National Assembly.

In a letter read by Deputy Senate
President Ike Ekweremadu, the acting
President requested amendment and
consolidation of the Personal Income
Taxhill 2010, the Customs Excise Tariffs
bill 2010 and the National Sugar Devel-
opment Council bill 2010.
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'Abajl PDP can't
suspend Sidi All’

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Abaji Area Council chapter
ofthe Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) lacks the power to suspend
Senator Adamu Sidi Ali from the
party, Chairman of the Wuse
ward chapter ofthe PDP, Mr. Bar-
tholomwe Anekwe said yesterday.

Reacting to claims by Abaji
PDP chairman that Sidi Ali is
suspended for alleged anti-party
activities, Anekwe said the sena-
tor was registered at the Wuse
Ward of the PDP and not in
Abaji.

According to him, “We are
not aware of the suspension of
the senator and if he is to "be sus-
pended from the party it has to
come from the ward executive
and | was not consulted on any
matter in that regards.”

The Wuse ward chairman said
his ward never suspended the sen-
ator from the party.

On the allegation of anti-party
activities being levelled against
the senator, Anekwe said the ward
executives are not aware of such
activities by the senator.

“When I read it in newspapers,
I only said the people peddling
the allegations dont know what
they are saying and to correct all
these, | want to say that the dis-
tinguished senator is registered in
Wuse, which is in Abuja Munici-
pal Area Council (AMAC) and
not in Abaji,” he added.

He said Sidi Ali remains a
loyal member ofthe party and has
been supporting the party in all
its activities saying “He was even
given an award because of his
contribution to the party. We in

Wuse and majority ofthe people
in AMAC and the FCT see him as
apillar in the party.”

Anekwe said Article 21(5) of
the PDP Constitution is clear on
the issue of allegations of anti-
party against a member saying
“A decision taken against a house
member on anti-party activ-.
ity without giving the person an
opportunity to defend him or her-
selfshall be null and void.”

On the recent criticism of Sidi
Ali by some PDP area council
chairmen, Anekwe said the party
leaders may have some personal
axe to grind as the senator has
been performing and there is no
reason for them to criticise him.

He explained that Sidi Ali
remains the only lawmaker rep-
resenting the FCT to have spon-
sored people oriented bills in the

National Assembly, adding that
indigenes have the FCT Univer-
sity of Science and Technology
bill and the Resettlement, Com-
pensation and Rehabilitation
Board bill in the Senate.”

Speaking to City News on the
matter, Chairman of GwagWalada
PDP, Alhaji Usman Mohammed
Giri said the meeting held to ratify
the suspension of Sidi Ali could
not agree on the matter.

“We were called to Garki to
sign a letter that would be sent to
the National Secretariat suspend-
ing the senator but we refused
and the letter was not signed,”
Giri said.

He said it is wrong for fhe
AMAC PDP chairmanto briefthe
press on behalfofall of PDP area
council chairmen when they did
not agree with the position.
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Man arrested over
forged chegue

By Gladys Ogechi Nworgu

A middle-aged business man
who sells cement at Gurku area of
Mararaba was on Friday arrested
for allegedly being in posses-
sion of an Intercontinental Bank
forged cheque at the banks Mara-
raba branch.

A witness in the bank alleged
that the man was nabbed while
attempting to withdraw the
N300,000 with the cheque.

The witness said the man told
the bank cashiers that the cheque
was given to him by one John E.
Akpan, but when the Akpan was
contacted on phone, he denied
given the suspect a cheque for
N300,000but said he gave him one
for N 150,000 and wondered how
the figure changed.

Bank customers who witnessed
the incident called for proper prose-
cution ofthe suspect because ofthe
rampant cases of frauds in banks.

A customer, Moses Patrick,
while narrating his ordeal, said
he was once duped in a bank of
N 150,000, while Joy Monday,
another customer, lamented that
she lost N400,000 in abank fraud.

Bailed suspect
re-arrested by
EFCC officials

By RomokeW. Ahmad

A 62-year-old man was on Fri-
day picked-up by officials of the
Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) few minutes
after he was released on bail from
Keffi Prisons.

Sylvanus Enenche Okoh of
Karu village Abuja was arrested
by the EFCC officials over a N90
million land scam allegation.

The suspect, who was first
arraigned before Karu magistrate
court last Wednesday, was granted
bail but before the bail could be
effected, EFCC operatives got in
touch with Prosecutor Bulus Sam-
uel and told him the suspect was
needed for questioning in other
cases order than the one the police
charged him for.

The prosecutor was instructed
to keep the EFCC informed imme-
diately after the bail condition is
met and the order was obeyed as
the accused was arrested from the
prison gate.

The prosecutor said the
accused is now in EFCC custody
facing another charges, adding
that the action will not stop his
own prosecution at Karu magis-
trate court.

PHCN manager counsels staff against corruption

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Business Manager of Power
Holding Company of Nigeria
(PHCN) Wuse Il Unit, Engr. Toba
Abayomi, yesterday urged staffto
shun corruption if they want to
project a good image for the com-

pany inthe eyesoftheir customers.

He stated this during the inau-
guration and awareness campaign
of the units Anti -Corruption
and Transparency Committee
(ACTU).

Engr. Abayomi reminded the
staffofwhat corruption has done

to the growth of this nation and
urged them to join hands in edu-
cating other workers on its dan-
gers.

Executives inaugurated into
ACTU Wuse Il committee
included Sulyman Jafia as chair-
man, while Doris Nwoko is the

secretary. Other members are
Muniru Abubakar, Francis Mar-
yam and Ishaya Audu.

In his acceptance remark,
ACTU Chairman, Sulyman Jafia,
said the fight against corruption is
astep in the right direction by the
management of Abuja Electricity

Distribution Company, especially
ein spreading the campaign to the
companyssub units by establish-
ing business units.

He assured the staffofthe unit
that the committee will discharge
its duties diligentiy without fear
or favour.
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By RomokeW. Ahmad

AN Abuja Upper Area court sit-
ting at Karu has adjourned judg-
ment in a witchcraft accusation
case for today ifboth women fail
to resolve their differences.

Judge Issa Alhaji Yahaya said he
gavethe women the opportunity to

2 men deny
receming
stolen goods

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai
K *

TWO young men have denied
receiving stolen goods from a
convicted laptop thief, Adamu
Sani, who was sentenced by the
same court for stealing two laptop
computers.

Nnamdi Umeh and Frank-
lin Ifeanyi Ibe were arrested this
month by the police for allegedly
receiving two stolen laptop com-
puters,from the convicted thief.

Police prosecutor Abu Okpa-
nachi had earlier informed the
court that on April 17, Adamu
Sani, whom he described as a spe-
cialistin stealing laptop computers
and other valuables from peoples
car, confessed to the police that the
accused persons always received
goods stolen by him.

“He made a confessional state-
ment that both ofyou are receiv-
ers of his stolen items, such as
laptops, thereby committing an
offence punishable under Section
317 of the Penal Code,” the pros-
ecutor said

He stated furtherthatthe second
accused person, Franklin Ifeanyi
Ibe, was sent by the convicted thief
to remove his car containing some
stolen laptop computers and two
locally-made master keys.

“You have bargained to buy each
ofthe two stolen laptop computers
for N30,000, which prompted you
to go for the removal of the car at,
the scene of the crime,” the pros-
ecutor further alleged.

According' to the prosecu-
tor, Nnamdi was arrested by the
police while attempting to remove
the convicts car from the bank
premises, where itwas abandoned.

When the charges were read
to the two accused persons,
they denied the allegations and
requested for bail. The prosecutor
did not objectto their applications.

In his ruling, Chief Magistrate
Ademuyiwa Oyeyipo granted each
ofthe accused persons bail in the
sum of N200,000 with a reliable
surety.

He also ruled that the sureties
mustproduce evidence ofpayment
of taxes for three years and reside
within the courtsjurisdiction.

The case was adjourned to May
12 for hearing.

setde their differences out of court
since the case isa family issue, add-
ing that it would be better if the
issue is resolved within them with-
out court interference since witch
craft allegation cannot be proven
inalaw court.

The petitioner, Janet Babatunde,
had earlier told the court that Mrs.

Rhoda Makafi made some nasty
statements to her saying that her
son is going to die after she might
have finished with his mother, who
isher rival.

She said they met again at Dog-
ondutse village in Nasarawa State,
where the woman accused her of
what she had no knowledge ofand

A sachet water hawker at Nyanya recently.
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Court urges women to
reconcile before today

also accused her mother of being
responsible forthe death ofher son,
who died not quite long ago.

Janet stated that Rhodas accusa-
tion were defamatory and urged the
court to award her N 1,5million for
defamation.

Rhoda while defending herself
denied the allegations and said she

cannot remember having any con-
frontation or problems with Janet.
“l dont know anything about
what she is saying because | have
never had problems with her and
when I lost my son, | didnt accuse
any one for the death, so | wonder
why | should be accused ofwhat |
know nothing about,” she said.

Sachet water sellers decry low business

ByZainab Shehu

SACHET water sellers at Nyanya,
Abuja, yesterday complained
about low sales of their products
due to the raining season and
incessant harassment by officials
ofthe Abuja Environmental Pro-

tection Board (AEPB).

Haruna, a seller, said during the
hot weather, sachet water hawkers
made profits but with the coming
of the raining season, the profit
margin has dropped because
demand is no longer high.

“During the hot weather, 1 sold

between fifteen to twenty bags
daily but today, if I sell up to four
bags, I thank God,” he lamented.

Another hawker, Mallam Barau
said he sells over 20 bags daily and
the profit used to purchase more
as well as sustain his family.

“The sales today are low and

| pray that government assist us
with something else to do,” he
added.

The same problems were stated
by Gladys, Danladi, all sachet
water hawkers, who called on
government to empower them in
other business ventures.

Bwari residents list demands for chairman-elect

BY Hussein Yahaya

RESIDENTS of Bwari town in
the Federal Capital Territory
yesterday presented a list of
demands to the chairman elect
of Bwari Area Council of the
FCT, Mr. Peter Yohanna.

They advised him to priori-
tise his administration’s policy
in order to address the prevail-
ing challenges facing residents
of the area.

Some of them spoken- to
yesterday urge the in-com-
ing council administration to
urgently address water prob-
lems by constructing more
boreholes and ensuring that
water from Usrna Dam get into
the town.

Mr. Isah John, a resident,
appealed to the chairman elect
to take the advantage of Usma
Dam’ closeness to the town to
explore ways in solving water

problem once and for all.

Hajia Sa’adatu Ismail, a fish
seller in the area, appealed to
the chairman elect to as a mat-
ter of urgency purchase trans-
formers and distributes them
to various communities in the
council so as to reduce inces-
sant power outages in the area.

Other residents called on the
new administration to provide
the necessary facilities in public
schools for pupils to compete

favourably with their counter-
parts in private schools.

They also advised the in-
coming council boss to pay
more attention to rural farm-
ers to boost food production in
the area.

Mr. Peter Yohanna of Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) won
the April 10 council poll in the
area and he is expected to take
over from the Isah Dara led -
PDP government very soon.
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2011: Goodluck Jonathan,
Please Make History!!

w hen providence beckoned on
Your Excellency, to steer the
ship ofthe Nigerian state out of

turbulent waters, many had their doubts.

At the time, the nation was indeed at a

crossroads, facing enormous existential

challenges, particularly brought about by

President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua’s ill-

health.

Today, thanks in large part to Your
Excellency and the resilience of the
Nigerian people, we have managed to stem
the tide. We have averted a constitutional
crisis, calmed down the polity and begun a
process of reforming the nation.

On the International scene, we have
regained our respect in the comity of
nations as signified by the warm reception
accorded you in the United States and the
de-listing of Nigeria as a "cduntry of
interest™ to the USwar on terrorism.

i \
All these noble achievements are
attributable to your dedication, patriotism
and level-headedness, a feat that has set
you on the path to make history.

The people-oriented agenda of your
administration, as you have personally

enunciated, i.e. electoral reforms and
credible elections in 2011, the reform ofthe
power and energy sectors, the
consolidation of the gains of the amnesty
and the rehabilitation of the Niger Delta
region, are all noble ideals that will
guarantee you an enviable place in the
Nigerian Hall of Fame.

This is why we join other well-meaning
Nigerians who are calling onyou to stay the
course and refuse to succumb to the
deceitful plot by desperate political
opportunists to drag you to contest the
2011 presidential election.

The time-tested zoning formula of your
party, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
has ensured peace, justice and political
stability in the country since 1999, and has
become its defining feature as well as the
raison de'tre.

It Is therefore most incumbent upon you
and all lovers of Nigeria not to defy but
defend this laudable zoning arrangement
by ensuring that the North completes its
tenure.

So, Your Excellency, please, make history:
DON'T RUN!

Signed

NIGERIA SUPPORT GROUP
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Insicle Politics

Alkali to AC: Ogbulafor
won'tstep aside

ByMuideenOianiyi

THE Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) yesterday asked the Action
Congress (AC) to “face its own
problems” instead of calling on
another partys leader to step
aside.

AC on Monday asked PDP
chairman Vincent Ogbulafor to
vacate his office on moral grounds
to face the pending corruption
charges against him.

Ogbulafor, along with four
others, is facing a 16-count
charge of fraudulent payment of
N104<‘*million for non-existent
contracts, charges he dismissed
as politically motivated. He was
charged to court by the Independ-
ent Corrupt Practices Commis-
sion (ICPC).

PDP National Publicity Sec-
retary Rufa’i Ahmed Alkali said
AC should address the “illegal”
actions being perpetrated in the
two states it controls—Lagos and
Edo.

He said the party should

resolve the issues surrounding
the creation of “illegal” local gov-
ernment areas in Lagos and the
removal of speaker of the Edo
House of Assembly because he
was not amember of AC.

“AC has enough problems on
their head. They should go and
puttheirhousein order. Letthem
leave PDP alone. First ofall, they
should remove the elephants on
their heads before they should
think ofremoving specks on other
people’ eyes.

“The two AC-controlled states
of Lagos and Edo have commit-
ted sufficient illegal activities
that should put them on trial. In
Lagos, they created new local gov-
ernments that are not recognized
by the constitution and they are
using money from the federa-
tion accounts to finance them. In
Edo, the Speaker ofthe Edo State
House of Assembly was removed
just because he is not a member
of AC. What kind of people are
these? Physicians, heal thyself’
Alkali said.

VINCENT Ogbulafor, PDP Chairman

SNG charter for review today

ByMuideenOianiyi

ACTION Congress (AC) National Secretary
Usman Bugaje will today present a review of
the Save Nigeria Group (SNG) charter to the

political dass in Abuja.

Astatement by Yinka Odumakin and Salihu
Lukman said the charter was part ofthe group’s
objectives ofwhat they called unblocking the
mindsofNigerians, giving back their voicesand

awakening them to take back their sovereignty.
“For a long time, politics has been reduced
to only the interests ofthe political class with no
reference anymore to the issues that affect the
day-to-day existence ofthe people. All the talks
and fights going on in the political space are not
about the people but about the political ambi-
tions and seizing of power for selfish motives.
“All that is about to change as the SNG is
poised to saturate the entire country with the

IBB to bishops: Don't pollute
religion with politics

By AMufenutaBib A Abubakar

FORMER military president Ibra-,
him Babangidahassaid thatthe ten-
dency of Christian groups waging a
‘tampaign ofcalumny” againsthim
fordedaring his presidential aspira-
tionsamounted to polluting religion
with politics.

A number of Christian groups,
including the Methodist Bish-
ops, have voiced their opposition
to Babangidas aspiration on the
grounds that he annulled the June
12, 1993 dection, adjudged to be
the mostcredible ever.

But Babangidasspokesman Kas-
sim Afegbua said in a statement in
Abuja yesterday that “the Bishops
gptitallwrong.”

“Ifthe bishops and members of
the PFN Youths wing are against
General Babangida because he is
a Muslim, we wonder whether a
Christian aspirant can get into Aso
Rock Villaby just Christian votes,”

he said.

“We are better offas one united
country with cross fertilisation of
ideas, cultures and viewpoints than
this descent into religious senti-
ments. Thisdimension isunhealthy
and unworthy, ofour humanity.

“Asbonafide citizen ofthis great
country, General Ibrahim Babang-
ida,justlikeeveryotheraspirant, has
the right to contest election into any
officeinthe land. And asapresiden-
tial aspirant, the entire countryishis
constituency, Muslims and Chris-
tians inclusive.”

Afegbua said Babangida has
Christian friends across the coun-
try, and that when he was president
heopened up bilateral relationswith
Israd to enable Nigerian Christians
perform pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

“Any Nigerian, who tries to play
out religioussentiments and gettoo
deeply involved in the politicsofthe
nation, will bemissing the point,” he
said.

said.

paradigm shift, starting from the Federal Capi-
tal Territory to the geo-political zones and then
all the states of the federation,” the statement

Convener ofthe SNG Pastor Tunde Bakare
would be giving a keynote remark during the
national flag off of the charter which would
haye political parties, civil society groups, opin-
ion leaders and various strata ofthe society in
attendance.

Aminu: I'll ensure
Adamawa PDP
crisis Is resolved

ONE ofthe central figures in the
Adamawa PDP crisis, Prof. Jibril
Aminu, has said that he would
ensure that the crisis was resolved.

“I will ensure that a meeting
is convened to resolve the issues,”
Aminu, who represents Adamawa
Central Senatorial District, told
newsmen in Yolaon Monday.

He said, “There is crisis in the
party in the state which has to
be resolved. The party is so large
and therefore, opposition has
emerged within the party which
Medan Teneke, Umar Ardo and a
host ofothers are angry and have
now formed factions.

“Thatiswhy former Vice Pres-
ident Atiku Abubakar, one ofthe

founders ofthe party, is capitalis-
ing on it and causing turmoil in
the state. Whenever there is any
problem in the party, you meet
and talk itout and reach aresolu-
tion, butthat has been neglected.”

He blamed the crisis in the
state over lack of forum by the
party officials, where stakehold-
ers could sit and discuss issues
and mend fences. “l cannot
remember when last the stake-
holders ofthe party met to dis-
cuss issues affecting the party
in the state. However, | will not
hesitate to use my precious time
to ensure that all grey areas are
resolved before the 2011 elec-
tions,” he said. (NAN)
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Ekiti: 6,000
policemen
deployed
from 5 states

MORE than 6,000 police-
men from five states have been
deployed to EKkiti State to beefup
security for today’s judgement
on the governorship election
dispute, spokesman for the state
police command Mohammed
Jimoh said yesterday.

Jimoh, who did not name the
states, said the personnel, com-
prising riot policemen, were
drawn from neighbouring state
commands.

The tribunal is due to deliver
judegment in the case filed by
Action Congress (AC) candi-
date Kayode Fayemi against the
election of Governor Segun Oni
ofthe Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in the April 25, 2009 re-
run election.

Jimoh said “our men have
been deployed to guard public
facilities in the state to ensure
their safety.” He assured resi-
dents of adequate protection of
lives and property during and
after the judgment.

Fayemi is contesting the re-
run election in six wards —Ifaki
Wards | and Il, Orin/Ora Ward,
Usi Ward in 1do-Osi Local Gov-
ernment Area and Ipoti Wards A
and Bin the ljero Local Govern-
ment Area. (NAN)

lwu: Youths
commend
Jonathan

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Nigerian Youths League
(NYL) has commended Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan
for removing chairman of the
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC),
Prof. Maurice lwu.

President of the group,
Olumide Alii, said yesterday
in Abuja: “It is a gross display
of naivety and moral defi-
ciency that despite all the hue
and cry by Nigerians and the
international community over
the 2007 general elections, this
man still aspires to continue.”

He said Jonathan had
clearly shown to Nigerians
that he had the will and intent
to entrench democracy in the
nation. “Our goal is also to see
how Nigeria would uphold true
tenets of democracy, where a
free and fair election is one of
the cardinal principles. Also to
see who would take Nigeria out
ofthe woods, especially at this
trying period,” Alii said.
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ASSOCIATION OF [AND & ESTATE OWNERS LAGOS/OGUN

the General public is hereby notified that ifte above named

Association has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for

registration wider Part C of Use Companies and All®d Matters Act

oft99G.

THETRUSTEES

1. Alhaji Chief Mutairu CKvoeye 2, ChiefAiani Adefeayo

3.Mr,FemiAdeb»y» 4.CNefAlesta Mutasru

5.Alhaji tateef Gbadamosi 6. Mr, Lukman Bakare

7,Aihaji Sarafa SeSo 8. Mr. Otatw#Julius

9.ChiefBabalglaThompson  10. ChiefNurudeenAsade

aims &objectives

t.To Eradicate HoBgaHsiminUnd sales.

2.To preventthe publicfromfaBing intowrong handswhen

purchasing land,

3. To. foster the unityamong members.

Any objectives to the registration of the above association should

be forwarded to the registrar general corporate affairs

commission, MaitamaAbuja within 28 days oftis publication.
Signed

Secretary

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that
original certificate ofoccupancy (C ofO)
with no. BA/15532 and plot no.
246/DP/31 BAUCHI, belonging to one
FADIMATH ABUBAKAR ABDULLAHI of
BABALA AZARE BAUCHI STATE is
missing effort made to ctrace the said C
OF O proved abortive.

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS
Tidiss is to MSIM ITE general pt&&s &M ibe orig8t MMSYMCS of Frov*skgsag

«ppR»si Mrespecto#s) te:
1 igré I-t)) I&i aboet Rﬁ&%gg?wt Gwmmm Qssftnct bsaring Hasooragess
jalsa?
2w m.Haassbm tmmrn Ki$m*mmmm 111 cfooa $&wmy}
K
3 Pkrt N». HZ M aboyt t000scim Kisrs &tiemtort TIL(FCOA scherm} bmtw®

4w ptet No. H2b afyatii s Kutofca Sxtenssm 1(FEDA $d*eme[>beam
Rabead %%anvosi

S ?o_tdl\éo. about 10&sgm Kubwa Extension m{FCOA.Scheme) bssrsras
ajuddeert.

All ?*g;g*dc&c«ased <3aupCaptain Srarn. gasksstM effectsmadeso trace

m/kl)'lnpn jftoettak- s? ptesmmumto undanttgrwl AGiS %aw*S

publiCis** net*.

Stdwy Qe
Fwtefttl Oovemmawis College Katfun*.
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TRUST CLASSIFIED

CHANGE OF NAME

L formerly CYNTHIAEBERECHIUGOAGWU. nowwish tobe
addressed as CYNTHIA EBERECHI OPARAH All former
documents remainvalid. NYSC and genera public take note

I, formerty BAHAGO GAJERE, now wish to be known and
addressed as MR SHANG RUMAN DANIEL. All former
documents remain vatid. Karu Local Government mid genera!
publictake note.

1, formerly known as MISS IBEZIM NGOZIKA AGAPE, now
wish to be addressed as MRS. NOUKANMA AGAPE
NGOZIKA, All former documents remain valid. NYSC and
general publictake not*.

1, formerly calied ADEYINKA OSAGBEMI. wish to be known
as AOEYINAK AHMED BALA. AS fattier documents remain
vaiid. General public take note.

1, formerly called MISS JABAR SURURAT YETUNDE, now
wish to be called MRS, AYANBIYI SURURAT YETUNDE. All
former documents remain valid. General pubtic pleas© take
note.

I, formertyaddressedas MISSTANIMOLA OMOYEMI LILIAN,
now wish to be knownas MRS MANN OMOYEMI LILIAN. All
farmer documents remain valid. The general public should
note,

I,formerly MISS ATUMAKA JULIET NNENA, now MRS
JOHNSON ATUMAKA JULIET. Ali former documents remain
valid General public note.

I, formerly known and addressed as MSSS ATARI MARTHA
ATIiN, now wish to be known and addressed as MRS. ATARI
MARTHA ERIK-TOBI.Ali formerdocuments remain valid. First
Sank ofNigeriaand the general publictake note.

1, fomwsfly MISS MUHAMMED BIUKIS, now wish to be known
as MRS MOMODU MUSTAPHA BIUKIS. Alt former
documents remain valid. The general publics take note.

I, formerty MtSS MICHAELTOYIN BAMITALE, nowwish tobe
addressed as MRS STEPHEN OLUWATOYIN BAMITALE.All
former documents remain valid, NSCDC and general public
take note.

1, formerty MISS OGBODO SIVtAN ENERtAKPOZE . now
wish to be addressed as MRS SIVIAN KINGSLEY IBOH, M
farmer documents remain valid, and general public-take note,

CHANGE OF NAME

11, formerty known as MISS OLUWASEUN FUNMI1LAYO
AGSEDE. now wish to be addressed as MRS OLUWASEUN
FUNMILAYO OLAFUSI. All former documents remain valid,
General publicand Institutions should please take note.

DAILY TRUST

—_—

| formerly known as Miss, JOYCE NGUUNGWAN YAJIl, now .

wssh to be Mrs. JOYCE NGUUNGWAN YAJI-AGUNBIAOE. All
formerdocwients nwiain vatid .The general public take note.

| formerly known as Miss. ELIZABITH UNAZI now wish to be
called Mrs, ELIZABfTH ADEFtLA. Alt former documents
remain valid, The general p«bSc should take note,

— —

| fcKrnerty known as AMINA ALl GONIRJ nw« addressed Mrs,
MINA BABAGANA MONGUNO. Former documents remain
va8d.RamatPoty,NYSCandpubtictonote.

i formerty ABUBAKAR THLAMA now MWAOA MUTAH, All
former ctocymentsremainvalid. General public take note.

I formerly MISS BLESSING AKOREDE ONAYOMAKE, now
. wish to be called as MRS BLESSING AKOREDE GABRIEL
QGBOGU. Ali fo.rmef documents remain vaiid general public
shouid teke note.
|
11, formerly known as MISS NWAWERE LOVELYN OZIOMA
| now wish to be known and addressed as MRS IWUOHA

S KANAYO LOVELYN OZIOMA. AS former documents remain ;

| vafid. General pubfc to note.

! (. formerlyA1SHA SULEIMAN, now wish to be known as MRS.

AiSHA SULEIMAN SATO, Former documents remain valid. !

| General publictonole.

1'1. formerly known as SANGORINOE OLUWASANJO

MATTHEW, now vwsh to be known as DAVID OLUWASANJO i
public i

. MATTHEW. All former documents remain V8#3x
not&

i, formerly MISS CHIOINMA GRACE AGWULONU, now cailed

MRS. CHIDINMA GRACE OKPOKORO, AB former documents i

| remainvalid. Genera! public take note,

| 1, formerly known and addressed as MtSS TOLULOPE

OLUSHOLA OSENI, now wish to be known and addressed as i

MRS TOLULOPE OLUSHOLA YUSUF. AH former documents
remain valid. The general public should please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS NWAWERE LOVELYN OZIOMA,

now wish to be known and addressed as MRS 1WUOHA

KANAYO LOVELYN OZIOMA. All former documents remain
| valid. General publicto note.

NATIONAL VETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE VOM
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources

INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER

The National Veterinary Research Institute VVoni,
Plateau State in its bid to utilize the 2010 Capita!
Appropriation, hereby invites reputable Contractors
who have experience in the execution ofthe under
listed projects to submit Pre-qualification and
Commercial Bids.

A, Procurement of Specialized Inputfor
Vaccine Research and Development -

LOT012010: Supply and installation of Equipment
for Microbiology, Histopathology, Parasitology, and
Clinical/Chemical Pathoiogy Laboratories, in Central
Diagnostic Vom.

LOT 022010: SupplyofReagents, Chemicals, Media
and Biologies forVVaccine Research & Development
LOT032010: Supply and Installation of Laboratory
Equipment for Bacterial Vaccine Research &
Development.

LOTO042010: Supply and Installation of Laboratory
Equipmentfor Virai Vaccine Research & Development.

B. Special Research Programmes

LOT052010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals and
Media for Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia
Project

LOTO062010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals and
Media for Brucellosis Surveillance Vaccine Project
LOTO072010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals and
Media for Rabies Ceil Culture Vaccine Development
and Production Project

LOT082010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals and
Media for African swine fever Project

LOT092010: Supply of Reagents, Media and Kits for
Avian Influenza Project

LOT 102010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals and
Media for Multivalent Vaccine Research and

Development

C. Development of Effective Diagnostic anc
Control Measuresfor Bovine Tuberculosis

LOT 112010: Supply of Reagents, Chemicals, Media
and Kits for Tuberculosis Projeci

LOT 122010: Supply and installation of Equipmen
for Bovine Tuberculosis Project.

2. SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

Contractors should submit their Pre-qualification
Documents in SEQUENTIAL ORDER as Listet
Below, alongside their Commercial Bids,

i. Certificate of incorporation with the Corporate Affairs
Commission.

li. Current Tax Clearance Certificate for the past three
(3)years from Federal Inland Revenue (FIR)

ill. Value Added Tax (VAT) Registration Certificate

iv. Evidence of financial capability (Audited Accounts;
forthe pastthree (3) years.

v. Bank Accounts details and letter of Reference from's
Bank indicating evidence of accessibility to credi
facilities must be submitted.

vi. Verifiable evidences of pastjob experience insimilai
projects of interest in the last five years indicating th€
contract value and evidence of satisfactory jot
performance.

vii. Comprehensive Company Profile including the
Curriculum Vitae ofkey personnel.

viii.Tenderers are to submit both softand hard copies d
the pre-qualification submission.

ix. The financial tender documents must be submittec
induplicate.

X. Proforma Invoice/Price List from the manufacturei
should be attached to every tenderdocument.

Xi. Companies are allowed to bid for a maximum of five
(5) Lotsonly.

Xii.

A

Interested bidders are to collect Tender documents

fromthe Secretary Tenders Board on paymentofa non-

refundabie Tender Fee of Twenty five thousand
Naira (N25, 000,00} only per LOT. A copy of the
receipt must be attached to EACH Commercial
Tender Document as evidence of payment upon
submission,
Xiit.

bound) and Commercial Bid Documents must be
supplied foreach LOT Intwo parts con*teHnciMM

Pre-qualification documents (spirally

Pre-qualification Documents ibt Commercial Bid

Documents,

xtv.  Thetwo documents (aand b above) mustbe
placed in two (21 separate envelopes, each
IPPMrlitelyjaMled..and.sertMJ>M ..M liced,,in a
larger envelope for submission, marked TENDER
2010” NATIONAL VETERINARY RESEARCH
INSTITUTE, VOM, PLATEAU STATE on the left-hand
corner indicating the LOT NUMBER and addressed
to:

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
NATIONALVETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
P.MB.01,VOM

PLATEAU STATE

The Tender Documents must be submitted to the Office
of the Executive Director not later than 12.00 noon on
17* June, 2010. Tenders Documents will be opened on

tie same day 17* June, 2010 at 1:00 pm at

Dermatophilosis Conference Room ofthe Institute.

xlv.  The name ofthe Company should be indicated
on the reverse side ofthe envelope.

Signed
MM Ua?<osh| (Mrs)
Secretary Tenders Board,
National Veterinary Research Institute, Vom.
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Algeria coach
picks Mansouri
as captain
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LEBON James of Cleveland Cavaliers tries to get a shot offaround Kendrick Perkins of Boston Celtics during Game Two ofthe Eastern Conference semi finals playoffs in Cleveland,
Ohio ori Monday. Boston won the game 104-86 to tie the series 1-1.

FIFA blames NFFfor hotel woes

FIFA Secretary-General Jer-
ome Valcke yesterday declared
that Nigeria Football Federation
(NFF) officials chose the can-
celled hotel as the teams base
camp for the 2010 FIFA World
Cup.

“I'm amazed when | see reports
that give the feeling that we were
responsible when Nigeria was
responsible for doing the wrong
choice,” Valcke told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Johannesburg.

He said they were responsi-
ble for the choice and should be
blamed for it.

.

He spoke on the sidelines of
FIFAS commencement of distri-
bution oftickets to stadium con-
struction workers in South Africa
in fulfillment ofthe soccer bodys
promise.

He, however, expressed delight
that the problem had now been
solved.

Sports Minister, Alhaji Ibrahim
Bio, last week led a delegation to
South Africa to inspect the New
Hampshire Hotel in Balito, near
Durban* following persistent
reports that it was sub-standard.

In spite of the media reports,
the NFF had insisted that the hotel

was good but Bio discovered the
inadequacies ofthe hotel, leading
to its cancellation.

The delegation opted for the
Protea Waterfront Hotel in Rich-
ards Bay.

The change cost Nigeria
125,000 dollars in penalty for
breaching its arrangement with
hotel management.

“l want to make it clear that the
first choice was made by Nigeria
based on a hotel that was not even
part ofour list.

“They chose a hotel which
was not an official hotel signed
or determined by FIFA and then

they complained after and now
they have booked a FIFA hotel or
MATCH hotel or whatever you
want to call it.

“Now they are fined and it%s
good they have agreed to pay the
penalty.

“If youre going somewhere,
you rent a place and few weeks
before you use the room you say
finally I am changing, you pay a
penalty whoever you are,” Valcke
said.

The FIFA scribe said though
there were some minor things to
be tidied up by South Africa, all
was set for the world soccer fiesta.

South West endorses Lulu, others

FOOTBALL administrators in
the South West geo-political zone
of the country Monday night
in Oshogbo, Osun State unani-
mously endorsed Nigeria Foot-
ball Federation (NFF) President
Sani Lulu Abdullahi for a second
term in office ahead of August
elections.

Also endorsed are NFF Board
members, Amanze Uchegbulam,
who isthe First Vice President and
Taiwo Ogunjobi, the Chairman of
NFF technical committee.

This followed earlier endorse-
ments by stakeholders at the North
West, North East and South East
geo-political zones

At the meeting that took place
in the residence of Osun State FA
vice chairman, Ganiyu Olaoluwa,
all chairmen and secretaries
from Ogun, Ondo, Oyo, Lagos
and EKkiti as well as chairmen of
Premier League clubs, namely,
Gateway, Sunshine and 3SC were
present.

All stakeholders at the meeting
expressed satisfactionwiththeNFF3
leadership and the achievements of
the present board,

Lulu and Uchegulam were on
Tuesday honoured with special
awards by Osun chapter of Sports
Writers Association of Nigeria
(SWAN).

He said that organising the
World Cup was not easy but South
Africa had pulled its weight in
preparing for the tournament.

Valcke said there was a lot
Africa had to offer by hosting the
World Cup for the first time.

“Africa is the most mysterious
continent, a place where you can
always discover something.

“You never understand Africa
but you will always enjoy to dis-
cover something in Africa.

“Thats what Africa can give
to the world and at the end ofthe
64 matches, it will be the best,” he
said.

1/ T i
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Kogi promises
adequate
funding of

sports

GOV. Ibrahim Idris of Kogi has
pledged to sustain his commit-
ment to sports development
through adequate funding and
provision of sporting facility
for sportsmen and women in
the state.

Idris said this at the closing
ceremony ofthe week-long 2nd
Kogi State Sports Festival held
at the Lokojatownship stadium
on Monday.

Idris, represented by his
deputy, Mr Philip Salawu, said
sports would continue to receive
his administrations attention
through adequate funding and
the provision of facilities for
training and sponsorship of
athletes to national and inter-
national events.

He said the government was
determined to complete the
state ultra-modern Olympic-
size stadium in Lokoja to pro-
vide modern training facilities
for hosting sports competitions
in the state.

The governor reiterated his
determination to sponsor quali-
fied teams from the state to rep-
resent the country at interna-
tional championships.

He commended the organ-
isers of the festival for their
excellent organisational ability,
and urged other stakeholders to
ensure early preparations ofath-
letes for the Garden City games
coming up in October in Port-
Harcourt.

Also speaking, the Commis-
sioner for Youth and Sports, Mr
Henry Ukubile, appealed to the
governor to place the athletes on
monthly stipends as incentives
to prevent them from being
lured to other states.

Ukubile also reminded the
governor of pending trip ofthe
state Under-14 Boys and Girls
Handball teams, billed to repre-
sent Nigeria at the World Youth
Handball Championship in
Sweden in June.

Twenty out of the 21 local
governments in the state par-
ticipated in the festival.

Ankpa local government
topped the medalstable with 38
gold, 23silverand 19bronze fol-
lowed by Okene with 31 gold, 14
silverand 18 bronze, while Ibaji
came third with 30 gold, 23 sil-
ver and 25 bronze.

IDRIS, Kogi State governor
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Tiger Woods chips to a green during a practice round prior to the start ofthe Players Championship atTPC
Sawgrassin Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, yesterday.

EAGLES WORLD CUP HOTEL

House c'ttee may
qguery NFF

FACTORSthatled to Nigeria pay-
ing 125,000 dollars as fine on the
dumped Super Eagles base camp
are set to be examined, as the
House Committee on Sports will
invite the NFF to explain its role
in the fiasco.

Committee member, Godfrey
Gaiya stated in an interview with
brilafm.netthatthe NFFwouldbe
held accountable for the develop-
ment and served a hint that the
officials would soon be invited to
defend themselves.

“l expected whoever was
responsible to have gone to the
place and be sure that it meets the
standard expected for the boys.
We should not take rash decisions
like this.

“Nobody would be happy los-
ing such money and our duty is

to oversee everything and ensure
nothing goes wrong.

The sports committee of the
house will definitely be interested
and see what we can do to invite
those who are involved and give
an explanation to Nigerians,” he

assured

Meanwhile, soccer critic
Godwin Dudu-Orumen has
described the decision of NFF to
book sub-standard accommoda-
tion for the Eagles as unaccept-
able.

The ex-CAF legal commit-

11 Nigerian athletes for
Youths Olympics

By Orkula Shaagee

AT leasteleven Nigerian athletes
have qualified for the maiden
edition of the Youth Olympic
Games slated for Singapore next
August.

Disclosing this in a chat with
Trustsports Abuja yesterday,
the Nigerias Chief of Mission
to the games, Mrs Hauwa Kulu
Akinyemi said the athletes are
drawn from badminton, tennis,

wrestling and weightlifting.

She explained there are four
qualifiers each in tennis and bad-
minton, two in wrestling and one
in weightlifting. She however said
the qualifying competition forrep-
resentatives in athletics would hold
in Dakar Senegal on May 15.

Speaking further, Mrs.
Akinyemi the National Sports
Commission plans an education
camp for all qualified athletes
before the games.

tee member told brilafm.net that
NFF president, Alhaji Sani Lulu
Abdullahiand hisboard members
should pay the $125,000 fine over
late cancellation of the Eagles’
camp base.

“I'don’t know how we got our-
selvesto that point. But, when the
officialswentto getavenue for the
Eagles and did not go along with
the coach, | complained at that
time. “I said it was like putting
the cart before the horse. Now, |
have been proved right. It isjust
so because we dont have anyone
experienced enough to pick a
camp for the team.

“Maybe they should ask Lulu
and his men to pay the fine from
their purse and stop using tax pay-
ers’money to cover up their mis-
deeds,” Dudu said.

AFOLABI

Afolabi
'heading'to
glory

AHEAD ofnextseason, Austrian
Bundesliga champions Red Bull
Salzburgwill be hoping to acquire
more aerial power after Nigeria
international Rabiu Afolabi net-
ted five goals for the champions
through powerful headers this
season.

According to the official web-
site of Salzburg, officials believe
that with more aerial power in
front of goal, they will again be
running away with the league
crown for athird season in a row.

Salzburg have scored 11 goals
through headers this season more
than any other team in the league.
Red Bull Salzburg’s strength in
this area has improved dramati-
cally since the winter break

In the autumn the champions
struggled to head the ball into
the net but their strength in the
aircould now provea crucial part
in securing aback-to-back league
championship win with Afolabi
their most dominant player in
the air.

“The champions want to
acquire more heading special-
ists such as Rabiu, who ofcourse
headed the equaliser against
Rapid Vienna and equally got the
third goal against Wiener Neus-
tadt through a powerful header
last Friday,” according to the
website.

The Nigerians fifth goal in the
Austrian Bundesliga was also the
fifth with his head.

Red Bull Salzburg top the
table, maintaining a six-point
lead over Rapid Viennawith three
rounds ofgames to go.

Boxing boss banks on

wild card

AFTER leading six boxers to the
World Youth Boxing Champion-
ship in Azerbaijan but failed to
pick a slot for the Youth Olympics
in Singapore, National Amateur
Boxing Federation is making a
last effort to feature in the event.
NABF president, Rotimi
George-Taylor said in an inter-
view with brilafm.net that the
body in charge has been urged to
apply forawild card and saysthere

are strong indications that Niger-
iasapplication would be granted.

“We have not qualified
through the competition, but
we have done excellently and we
shocked the organizers.

“They were shocked that
Africa has come ofage and said
we should consider applying for
awild card to give us something
about going to the Singapore
Olympics,” he explained.
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Golfer Davis shows that
honesty Is best policy

Matthew Syed (Times of London)

A rather remarkable thing hap-
pened during the sudden death
play-off at the Heritage Clas-
sic in South Carolina on Sunday
evening. Brian Davis, an English
golfer in with a real chance of
winning his first title on the PGA
Tour in the United States and with
a million-dollar cheque up for
grabs, called a two-stroke penalty
on himself.

Davis had knocked his
approach into a hazard adjacent
to the 18th green, where his ball
found a playable lie amid the
debris. He then flicked a loose
reed orchis backswing, something
that isdeemed illegal according to
the rules, as he played the ball to
within 30 feet ofthe flag.

Although the officials did not
seethe infringement, and itwasnot
picked up by television commenta-
torsat the time, Davis immediately
alerted the referee. In doing so he
obliterated any chance ofbecom-
ing only the second Englishman —
after Sir Nick Faldo — to win the
event, one ofthe most prestigious
tournaments in America.

Now, | don't know about you,
but I find this profoundly uplifting.
Sure, the rule itselfisabit ofan ass,
but that makes it even more grati-
fying that Davis was not prepared

to avery large
extent, lost
its sense of

to breach it.

He gained no advantage from
flicking the reed and did not do
so intentionally, but neither did
he turn a blind eye to his own
infringement. “It was just one of
those things,” Davis said. “I had to
callitand I did. Thatiswhatmakes
our sport so special.”

Davis is surely right there.
While many ofus dislike the snob-
bishness of some golf clubs and
deplore the conservatism ofmany
within the sports establishment, it
isimpossible to look with anything
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JIM Furyk, left, shakes hands with Brian Davis at the Heritage Classic in South Carolina, United

States on Sunday.

otherthan admiration at its culture
ofhonesty.

The ideathat the players police
their own behaviour, with the offi-
cials there to offer rulings, is not
only part ofthe fabric ofthe game,
butalso central to its long history.

Towards the climax ofthe 1925
US Open, Bobby Jones —perhaps
the most influential of golfers —
nudged his ball while setting up for
ashot out ofthe rough. He imme-
diately notified the marshals, but
because neither they nor the gal-
lery had seen the ball move, the
decision was left to Jones. The
American called a two-stroke
penalty on himselfand went on to
lose the tournament by a stroke.
Commended for his honesty after
the event, Jones said: “You may as
well praise a man for not robbing
abank”

Joness words echo down the
decades not merely as an expres-
sion ofan urgent moral truth, but
also as a warning. Forthe flipside
of golfs commitment to moral
probity is an equally strong com-
mitment to condemn those who
fail to live up to its commendably
high standards.

During the Indonesian Open
in March 2005, Colin Mont-
gomerie replaced his ball, which
was near to a greenside bunker, in

amore advantageous position after
an overnight delay . It was spot-
ted by his fellow players but not
by the tournament director and
has haunted the Scot ever since.
Not least when Sandy Lyle, twice
a major championship winner,
described itduring a press confer-
ence atthe 2009 Open Champion-
ship as “a form of cheating”.

We may glimpse an answer by
looking at football, a sport that
causes many of us to get angry
when an opposition player dives in
the box but rarely when an offence
is committed by one of our own.
Where was the moral outrage, for
example, when Michael Owen dived
towin penalties against Argentinain
1998 and 2002? There was no con-
demnation either from his team-
mates or from England fens. Is it
any wonder, then, that footballers
so often attempt to get away with
anything they can?

Consider, by contrast, what
would happen inthe Ryder Cup if
Luke Donald, say, surreptitiously
kicked the ball on to the fairway
fromtherough. Thiswouldbe arule
violationno lessflagrantthan afoot-
baller divingin the box, but itwould
not just be the Americans who
would be outraged, but Donalds
own fans, his team-mates, his cap-
tain and his friends. The culture of

golfnot merely eulogises honesty
but condemns dishonesty, even
when committed by a team-mate
or favourite player.

Whatthis tells us isthat moral-
ity is not so much an individual
endeavour as a collective one.
It is not merely the punishment
that deters cheating — a yellow
card for simulation, disqualifica-
tion for failing to call a penalty on
oneself — but the human conse-
quences. The cold shoulder from
ones peers, the whispered con-
versations in the dressing room,
the sidelong glances from fans; in
short, the sense of shame.

Football has, to a very large
extent, lostits sense ofshame. Play-
ers wink at their team-mates after
they have hoodwinked the referee
and are doubdess applauded when
they getback to the dressing room.
Cricket is threatening to go the
same way, whatwith the depressing
tendency to appeal without cause,
to claim catches that did not carry
and to insult opponents in a way
quite contrary to its ethos.

But, on Sunday, Davis showed
us the consequences of a culture
that takes the high ground. A cul-
ture that repudiates the nihilistic
ideathatwinning iseverything and
the restisforsuckers. A culture that
puts probity before partisanship.

Italy football dispute becomes national case

ITALY is the land of divisions:
Left vs. Right; North vs. South;
Religious vs. Secular.

In football, perhaps no division
is as bitter as the one between fans
of the two Rome teams, AS Roma
and Lazio. Now, a dispute between
the two overa crucial match Sunday
has spilled into politics and become
a national case.

On Sunday, Lazio lost 2-0 at
home to Inter Milan, the club that

is locked in a fight with Roma for.

the Serie A title. Lazio fens packing
the Stadio Olimpico cheered, happy

to have hurt Roma’ chances to win
the tide. Lazio drew accusations of
being unsportsmanlike and hand-
ing Inter an easyvictory in order to
deliberately hurt Roma.

A Laziovictorywould have kept
Roma—which had won the day
before—atop the standings. The
loss put Inter on top again, with a
2-point lead with only two games
to go.

Comments on Monday ranged
from “farce” to “shame” to ‘embar-
rassing.”

“Inter: Its easy that way’ said

Rome daily Il Messaggero. “Lazio
surrenders without a fight.”

“Surreal Match,” wrote La
Gazzettadello Sport in a front-page
editorial.

“Those who love sports, notjust
football, cannot celebrate in seeing
Lazios quiet obedience to its fans,
who wanted itto lose,” Italy’ largest
sports dailywrote.

The status of the two teams is
very different this season: Roma is
a contender for the scudetto, bat-
tling neck-and-neckwith four-time
defending champions Inter; Lazio

is fighting to avoid relegation to the
lower division.

However, Lazio gotto have asay
in the fight for the title.

Untouched by the criticism,
Laziofanscelebrated in the stadium
when Inter scored. They showed
banners that mocked Roma, with
one saying: “Scudetto: Game Over.”
Some even celebrated in the streets
ofthe capital, the way fansdo when
their team actually wins.

Roma president Rosella Sensi
said she “would be ashamed to win
that way” Inter president Massimo

SAFINA

Holder Safina
slumps at
Italian Open

DEFENDING champion
Dinara Safina slumped out of
the Italian Open in her first
match yesterday with a 6-4 6-7
6-1 loss to Romanian Alexandra
Dulgheru.

The third-seeded Russian,
who has missed most of the
years action with a back injury
that she says has not yet com-
pletely healed, got offto a slug-
gish start on clay made heavy by
rain, going 4-0 down.

Safina, who had a bye to the
second round along with the
other top seeds, pulled level at
4-4 only to surrender the ini-
tiative immediately, skewing an
easy volley wide to lose serve on
the way to conceding the first
set.

She eventually claimed a
topsy-turvy second set on a tie-
break before crumbling in the
decider.

World number one Serena
Williams will make her return to
action against Swiss Timea Bac-
sinszky later on Tuesday, having
been out of action with a knee
problem since winning January’s
Australian Open.

Venus Williams, also back
from an injury layoff at the
warm-up tournament for the
French Open, cruised into the
third round, beating another
Swiss player, Patty Schnyder,
6-26-2

Moratti brushed the controversy
aside, simply saying: “Its a problem
between Romaand Lazio, itdoesnt
concern Inter.”

Buthe did concede: “The crowd
was completelywith us and thatwas
avery odd situation.”

Football in Italy has a strong
political dimension, and this latest
dispute has transcended sport

Politicians were quick to react
Monday, and for once their opin-
ions didnt followthe traditional left
vs right divide— but rather their
football allegiances.

«
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Cruyff: I'm glad
Mourinho is not
Barca coach

HONORARY Barcelonapresident
ohan Cruyffhas lashed out at Inter
coach Jose Mourinho, saying he is
glad he doesnt coach the Catalans.

Perhaps Cruyffis still annoyed
after Inter reached the Champi-
ons League final at the Blaugrana’
expense. And he has taken a swipe
at the reportedly Real Madrid-
bound Mourinho.

“Some years ago he [Mour-
inho] could have been the coach
ofBarcelona. And, now, after some
time, | can say that | am happy that
he doesn’t coach our team,” Cru-
yfftold La Gazzetta dello Sport as
reported by Tuttomercatoweb.com

Mourinho spent time at Bar-
celona as one ofthe late Sir Bobby
Robsons assistants whilst he
learned the trade.

And recent reports in both
Spain and Italy have claimed he
could leave Inter for Real Madrid
if he wins the Champions League
later this month.

CRUYFF

Galliani: Pato will
stay at Milan

MILAN chief executive Adriano
Galliani has reiterated that Brazil-
ian striker Alexandre Pato is going
nowhere. Several reports have
suggested in recent weeks that the
Serie A giants will look to cash in
on the 20-year-old this summer.

And the Corriere dello Sport
alleges this morning that Chelsea
owner Roman Abramovich has
lined up a mega-bid to take the
ex-Internacional man to Stamford
Bridge, where he would reunite
with former Milan boss Carlo
Ancelotti.

gut Galliani told,La Gazzetta
dello Sport: “I'm 100 per cent sure
that Pato will remain here. Milan
will not put their best players up
for sale.”

Glovinco wants
clarity over
Juve future

SEBASTIAN Giovinco is set to
hold a meeting with Juventus
and ask them for clarity over his
future.

Following the arrival of Diego
last summer and Antonio Cand-
reva in the winter, Giovinco has
found it hard to break into the
firstteam. He has played 19times
this season, 12 ofthose have been
substitute appearances, with just
one goal to his name.
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It's not war, we must not
be nervous - Mancini

m Manchester City boss urges stars to hold their nerve

MANCHESTER City manager
Roberto Mancini has urged his
players to hold their nerve in the
Eastlands cauldron this week
when they slug it out with Totten-
ham in what is being billed as a
£30million match.

The two sides are separated
by just a point in the race for the
fourth Champions League spot.

with the winner ot todavs clash
likely to earn the lucrative place
at Europe5 top table.

City were soundly beaten by
Spurs earlier in the season in
match which sounded the death
knell for previous boss Mark
Hughes.

Defeat again at the City of
Manchester stadium would likely
signal the end for Mancini too.

‘We must not be nervous,’ he
said. ‘We must concentrate 100°u
because it is an important game

for the club.

'But there is no pressure. It is
not a war.

‘We are in the Europa League
next season. Now we have a
chance to do more. We have
worked for a year to get into this
position.

City's chances, though, have
been dealt a blow after Mancini

confirmed Joleon Lescott, who
is recovering from a hamstring
injur}', will miss the last two
games of the season.

But Mancini does expect the
former Everton centre back to be
fit in time for the World Cup in
South Africa.

‘Joleon will not play in the last
two games,’he said. ‘lhope Joleon
will be fit for the World Cup.

He has another 14 days after
the Premier League season fin-
ishes’

Nail-biting stuff... Roberto Mancini was brought into Manchester City to

secure Champions League football.

Inter face Roma for Italian

Cupti

INTER Milan, seeking to become
the first Italian club to win a tre-
ble, can claim the first of the tro-
phies today when it meets AS

Still
plenty oftime
forthat, so |
think well be
able to stay
focused

Roma in the Italian Cup final.

Inter is also battling Roma
for the Serie A title, holding a
two-point lead with two games
remaining, then will face Bayern
Munich in the Champions League
final May 22 in Madrid.

“It5 going to be a battle, a very
difficult game, and | hope our
team has the necessary desire
to do well,” Inter president Mas-

le

simo Moratti said, adding that he
doesn't believe the squad is dis-
tracted by the Champions League.
“There’ still plenty of time for
that, so I think we’ll be able to stay
focused.”

Roma has added motivation
after watching its city rival Lazio
virtually lie down to allow Inter a
2-0 win Sunday, with Lazio fans
delighting in their team’ loss
because it dented Roma} title
ambitions.

Roma executive Gian Paolo
Montali called the Lazio-Inter
game “one of the worst events
in ltalian sports.” However, he
pointed out that Inter was not at
fault.

“They didnt have anything to
do with it,” Montali said. “Interisa
greatteam, and they’re in the final
ofthe Champions League. If Inter
plays agreat game we’ll be the first
to admittheir superiority.”

Roma president Rosella
Sensi said she would have been
“ashamed to win that way” if
she were Inter, to which Moratti

responded that “its a problem
between Roma and Lazio, it
doesnt involve Inter.”

Roma beat Inter 2-1 in their
last meeting in Serie A, and the
clubs have already met in the Ital-
ian Cup final three ofthe past four
years, with Roma winning twice
and Inter once. Roma is attempt-
ing to break a tie with Juventus
and win its record 10th title over-
all, while Inter is chasing its sixth
Italian Cup.

Inter coach Jose Mourinho
must find a replacement for cen-
ter back Lucio, who will miss the
match with a right leg muscle
problem. Veteran defender Marco
Materazzi is a possible selection.

Roma will have home-ground
advantage, as the final will be
played at the Stadio Olimpico.

Coach Claudio Ranieri rested
captain Francesco Totti and Luca
Toni for a halfeach in a win over
Parma on Saturday, freshening
them for the final, and also has
Mirko Vucinic to choose from in
attack

TOTTI, Roma playmaker
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36 Days
To Go

Torres could
miss start
of World Cup

FERNANDO Torres faces arace
against time to be fit for Spaiq’
opening match at next month’
World Cup, according to Liver-
pool’snew head ofsports medi-
cine and sports science, Peter
Brukner.

The 26-year-old strikers
recovery from a second opera-
tion in three months to repair a
torn meniscus in his right knee
isgoing well, but the club do not
want to rush his rehabilitation
and jeopardise his availability
for the start of next season.

However, with the European
champions’ World Cup cam-
paign just over a month away
Brukner accepts a balance has
to be struck as the player is des-
perate to feature in South Africa.

“Hesdoing welland he’ cer-
tainlytremendously committed
to his rehab, as are the ;taffhere,
and if anyone can recover from
an injury, he can,” said Brukner,

anxious not
to hurry him
along too
much

who will head to 'South Africa
with Australia before return-
ing to take up apermanent role
at the clubs Melwood training
ground.

“You can't be absolutely cer-
tain ofanything but at this stage,
if he continues to progress the
way he is, he should be fit to play
at some stage/luring the World
Cup. Whether he’ll be fit for the
first game or not is uncertain.”

Brukner added on Liver-
pools website: “We’re anxious
not to hurry him along too
much because we want the long-
term benefit, but we’re aware he’s
got the short-term goal of play-
ing in the World Cup.

“Hopefully we can get a
compromise between those two

here he plays in the World Cup
nd hes fit and well for Liver-
ool next season.”

COUNT DOWNTO SOUTH AF

YAZID Mansouri will lead Algeria at the World Cup in South Africa

SPORT

Algeria coach picks
Mansouri as captain

LORIENT midfielder Yazid Man-
souri has been selected as Algerias
World Cup captain.

Coach Rabah Saadane selected
a 25-man preliminary roster
Tuesday and must cut down to 23
by June 1

Algeria opens against Slovenia
on June 12, then plays England
six days later and closes the first
round against the United States on
June 23. It has warmup matches at
Ireland (May 28) and against the
United Arab Emirates in Nurem-
berg, Germany (June 5).

Several Algerians selected
are teammates of players in the
U.S. national team player pool:
defender Madjid Bougherra
(midfielders Maurice Edu and
DaMarcus Beasley on Glasgow
Rangers); midfielder Riad Boude-
bouz (forward Charlie Davies on
Sochaux); and midfielder Karim

Drogba delays
hernia surgery

CHELSEA striker Didier Drogba
will delay hernia surgery until
after the World Cup.

The lvory Coast forward has
been troubled for months with
the problem and was set to go
under the knife nextweek, but has
decided to put back the operation
in order to the avoid the risk of
missing the World Cup.

“I will play in the World Cup
and then lwill seeafter what I will
do, but I wont have the surgery
now, in two or three weeks - no |
won't,” he said.

Matmour (midfielder Michael
Bradley on Borussia Moencheng-
ladbach).

Just four players are based in
Algeria: three goalkeepers and
defender Abdelkader Laifaoui.
Seven players are with French
clubs.

Defender Nadir Belhadj has
not played since March 20 because
ofahamstring injury, and Bough-
errahas been sidelined since April
18 due to a strained calf.

The squad:

Goalkeepers: Fawzi Chaouchi
(ES Setif), Lounes Gaouaoui
(ASO Chief), M’bohi Rais Ouhed
(Slava Sofia, Bulgaria), Mohamed
Liamine mZemamouche (MC
Alger)

Defenders: Habib Belaid
(Boulogne, France), Nadir Bel-
hadj (Portsmouth, England),
Madjid Bougherra (Glasgow

GALLAS

Rangers, Scotland), Rafik Hal-
liche (Nacional Madeira, Por-
tugal), Abdelkader Laifaoui (ES
Setif), Carl Medjani (AC Ajaccio,
France), Djamel Mesbah (Lecce,
Italy) Anther Yahia (Bochum,
Germany)

Midfielders: Djamel Abdoun
(Nantes, France), Riad Boude-
bouz (Sochaux, France), Adlane
Guedioura  (Wolverhampton,
England), Fouad Kadir (Valen-
ciennes, France), Medhi Lacen
(Racing Santander, Spain), Yazid
Mansouri  (Lorient, France),
Karim Matmour (Moenchenglad-
bach, Germany), Mourad Meghni
(Lazio, Italy), Hassen Yebda
(Portsmouth, England), Karim
Ziani (Wolfsburg, Germany)

Forwards:  Rafik  Djeb-
bour (AEK Athens, Greece),
Abdelkader Ghezzal (Siena, Italy),
Rafik Saifi (Istres, France).

Gallas: Iwill be
fit for mundial

ARSENAL'’S France defender Wil-
liam Gallas has insisted he will
recover from a calf injury in time
for next months World Cup.

Gallas picked up the injury inthe
Champions League quarter-final
first leg game against Barcelona in
March, with coach Arsene Wenger
saying at the time that Gallas’ sea-
son with the club was over.

“I will be ready for France,” Gal-
las told French daily Le Parisien.
“Had itnotbeen possible to recover
Iwould have pulled out. Right now, |
feel good and ready for France.”

RICA2010

Lippi mum
over Totti
return

IMPATIENT Italy fans must bide
their time to find out if Franc-
esco Totti will make a remarkable
comebackatthe World Cup, coach
Marcello Lippi said on Tuesday,
predicting a similar wait for news
overhis own future.

The Roma captain and striker,
33, retired from international
football after Italys 2006 World
Cup triumph but has recently left
the door open to a return ifhe is
fully fit.

“Totti? Wait until May 11,
when we need to send the list of
30 players to FIFA. You will see,”
Lippi told a news conference dur-
ing a two-day ltaly training camp
in Rome.

“l donthaveplanstovisitRoma
but there is also the telephone. Or
even email,” he smiled.

The provisional 30-man squad
will be whittled down to 23 for the
June 11-July 11 tournament in
South Africa, where the holders
meet Paraguay, New Zealand and
Slovakiain Group F

Totti has suffered a string of
injury problemsin the lastyearbut
is back fit for Romas Serie A title
run-in and has scored 12 league
goals this term.

His return would give Italy
much-needed creativy following
recent lacklustre results but walk-
ing back into side having not con-
tributed to qualification could ran-
klewith players who then miss out
onastartingberth orasquad place.

Totti, along with Roma team
mates Daniele De Rossi and Luca
Toni, were excluded from the
29-man training squad because
theirsideface Inter Milaninthe Ital-
ian Cup final on Wednesday.

Villarreal forward Giuseppe
Rossi is also missing because of
club action in Spain but Lippi said
the 23-year-old ‘remains in my
notebook”

Speculationisrifethat Lippiwill
step down after the World Cup but
the coach has steadfastly refused to
outline hisplans, saying Italian fed-
eration president Giancarlo Abete
should announce the news before
the tournament gets under way.

‘“Abete knowswhat | will do. He
will reveal it,” Lippi said.
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Yarima's abuse of religion

oughly 10 years after he pioneered the con-
tentious Sharia criminal law as governor of
Zamfara State, Senator Ahmed Sani, Yar-
iman Bakura, is back in the headline news.
This time he has provoked controversy by
his recent marriage to an allegedly under

when they accuse at least some ofhis critics ofhypocrisy.
This, however, is as far as | would go in defence of the
senator. Technically he may not have breached any Islamic
injunction in marrying a girl-child, but the issue here is
not merely technical. Itisalso moral in at least two aspects.
First, the context of the marriage. It seems certain that

aged Egyptian girl in Abuja. And as was the caseldbydimed one of his four wives so as to marry the Egyp-

the controversy has, so far at least, generated more heat
than light.

On the one hand, the vast majority of newspaper pun-
dits, human rights organizations and not a few ofhis legis-
lative colleagues, many, ifnot all, ofthem sworn enemies of
his “political Sharia,” have charged him with cradle snatch-
ing and called him all manner ofnames. Yarima, many of
them have said, should be sacked from the Senate at the
least. Better still, some have said, he should be prosecuted
for violating Section 21 of the Child Rights Act of 2003
which provides for up to five years jail for anyone found
guilty ofviolating the law.

On the other hand, many an imam who made the
issue the subject oftheir khutbah in mosques last Friday
in Kaduna and elsewhere during the Juma’a prayers, have
rallied behind thfe senator. They all seemed to agree with
his counter-charge that his critics have merely been hid-
ing behind his so-called cradle snatching to ridicule Islam.
After all, he said, he has not violated any of Allahs injunc-
tions on wedlock nor has he violated any ofthe traditions
of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) on the same
subject.

In hisinterview in the Daily TrustofApril 29, for exam-
ple, the senator said in effect he did not care to be judged
by Nigeria’s Constitution and laws that he once swore as
governor, and now as senator, to uphold. “Whatever the
Qur'an and the hadith ofthe Holy Prophet authorizeshe
said, “I try my best to live up to it. Whatever theyforbid I try
my best not to do it. These are the guiding rules ofmy life. So
ifanyone decides tojudge me according to rules other than
those prescribed by Allah and the Holy Prophet, then he is
wasting his time, because they are not my guidingprinciples!”

The senator said pretty much the same thing in his
widely quoted interview with the BBC Hausa Service mid
lastweek

Technicallythe senator and his supporters are right that
he has not violated any Islamic injunctions in marrying a
girl-child. He has denied that she is 13, as has been widely
claimed, but he would not say how old. Press enquiries
about her age at the Egyptian Embassy in Abuja have drawn
ablank. Eventhen it is almost certain that she is below the
so-called age ofconsent - 18.

The Quran has a long list of what women a man can
marry and what women he cant. The list does not include
girlsunder 18. Indeed Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) mar-
ried Aisha at the age of seven, some say six, and consum-
mated the marriage at nine.

Ifthissounds scandalous in this day and age it isbecause
we have come to believe that women mature only at 18.
Nothing can be more fallacious. The almost universal
choice of 18 as the age of consent has little or no scien-
tific basis. Eighteen may be the age the bone structure of
a girl is assumed to be fully developed to withstand the
rigours of childbirth,but in Islam, as in most other beliefs
and cultures, a girl is considered mature both physically
and psychologically when she starts to menstruate. Most
do so well below 18. And many can, and do, bear children
safely at well below that age.

Eighteen as the age of consent is essentially a West-
ern concept. Yet as last weeks London Economist (April
24) pointed out in an article on British education, four in
every 100 British girls under 18 get pregnant every year.
For all we know the figure for Nigeria is worse. Yet it is a
safe bet that Yarima’ critics who take their cues on eth-
ics mostly from the West see nothing wrong with such a
phenomenon. Ifthey do the fact is that they have never
raised as much hell about under age sex, even that out-
side wedlock, as they have since Yarimas wedding to his
Egyptian girl-child.

Therefore Yarima and his supporters do have a point

tian and still keep within the limit of four allowed by Islam.
The poor local child was reportedly in form two in a sec-
ondary school when he married her and kept her out of
school. She had a child for him at the time he divorced her.
Islam, unlike, say, Catholicism, condones divorce as a last
resort but unequivocally forbids itjust to marry another
woman or just for the hell of it, which amounts more or
less to the same thing.

In this sense Yarima’s controversial marriage was as
dubious technically as it was immoral.

Second, there is the apparent immorality ofthe cost of
the wedding. In Islam, my malam friends say, there is a
minimum bride price butthere isno ceiling. When, accord-
ing to one ofthem, Umar, one of the first four successors
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), tried at one time to fix a
modest ceiling for bride price because he thought its size
was making it difficult, ifnot impossible, for men to marry,
he was successfully challenged by awoman who reminded
him the prophet never set any ceiling.

Technically speaking, therefore, Yarima did no wrong
by paying 100,000.00 dollars or roughly 15,000,000.00
Naira as bride price. Here again, however, the devil is in
the context.

Islam unequivocally condemns and forbids profligacy
and enjoins modesty and restrain in whatever a Muslim
does or says, especially when, like Yarima, he is a leader or
considers himselfarole model.

Paying abride price of 15,000,000.00 Nairain acountry
where the vast majority is said to live on less than a dollar
a day is certainly worse than profligate. It borders on the
criminal. And that was not the only cost. Because Egypt,
even though a Muslim country, forbids marriage of any
girl below 18, Yarimareportedly imported at least 30 ofthe
girls relations into Abuja for the wedding. That must have
cost another, possibly bigger, bundle.

Whatever the imams and Yarima’ supporters may say,
his controversial marriage to a girl-child, not for the first
time, is essentially an abuse ofreligion for personal pleas-
ure. Itis hard, ifnot impossible, to defend completely.

Re: Adenaike- a Musketeer at 70

Your column o fWednesday April 21 on Felix Adenaike
at 70 was brilliant and a master piece. In thatwrite up you
wrote that “Jose had cause to catapult Osoba who had no
university degree to the Editorship ofDaily Times, then
the flagship ofNigerian Journalism. The graduate editors
in the stable, some ofthem Osoba$ seniors didnt like it.

Firstnone ofhis contemporaries then other than Prince
Henry Odukomaiya was his senior in terms of entry into
journalism. Osoba was appointed Editor Lagos Weekend
in Mid 1969 at the same time that Prince Odukomaiya
became Editor of The Daily Times.

Educationally, Osoba obtained a Diploma in Journal-
ism after a course of full time study at University of Lagos
in 1965 organized by the International Press Institute.

In 1967 he bagged the Fellowship Certificate of the
Commonwealth Press Union after a course of study in
the UK, part ofwhich took place at Oxford University and
Thompson Foundation in Cardiff.

Osoba spent a full academic session 1970/71 in the
Department of Journalism at Indiana University Bloom-
ington USA.

He capped his academic careerwith a full academic year
1974/75 as a post graduate Nigerian Fellow at the famous
Ivy League Harvard University in Cambridge Massachu-
setts USA. Niemen Fellowship isa top rated Post-Graduate
Programme for few American journalist.

Osoba is the first Nigerian to obtain the Nieman Fel-
lowship Certificate in Journalism for Harvard University.

Sola Lawal, Senior Special Assistant to Osoba as Gover-
norofOgun State
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SPORTS

Vourinho refuses to
commit himself to Inter

inho has

refused
to com-
t S@f to stay-
ing at Internazionale
beyond the end of this
season, saying he can-
not give ar>y guarantees
about his future. The
Inter manager has been
linked with a move to
Real Madrid this sum-
mer, while previous
comments that he would
like to return to Eng-

Pressure

land sooner or later led
some to speculate that
he might consider the
Manchester City or Liv-
erpool jobs should they
become available.

"I cannot say it is
100% that I will stay ait
Inter next season," said
Mourinho, speaking at
apress conference ahead
of tomorrow's Coppa
Italia  final against
Roma. "In football you
can never say this sort
ofthing."

on Man

City - Redknapp

ottenham boss Harry Redknapp says his side
is under no pressure ahead of Wednesday's
visitto Manchester City.

A win will put Spurs in the Champions
League, but if City triumph they will be favourites to

secure the final spot.

"At the start of the year we all felt if anyone was
going to break in to the top four then it was going to
be Manchester City,” Redknapp said.

City boss Roberto Mancini has said the game gives
them his players a chance to "change the history of

the club.”

Victory for Spurs at Eastlands will guarantee them
at least fourth place in the Premier League, and a first
appearance in the Champions League.
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