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Chevron cuts oil flow after
attack on Installations
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Senate
debates
Yar'adua
tomorrow

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar &
Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

PRESIDENT Umaru Musa
Yaraduas 50-day absence
from the country due to ill-
health will top discussion in
the Senate when it resumes
plenary tomorrow, Deputy
Senate President ke Ekw-
eremadu said in Minnayes-
terday. He said it was time
the Senate stepped into the
matter and puts an end to
the issue.

Though he refused to
disclose the action to be
taken on Yaradua’s contin-
uous absence from office,
Ekweremadu said Nigeri-
ans should “watch out for
Tuesdays Senate delib-
erations.” He added, “By
Tuesday we will rise to the
occasion to look into the
issues that surround the
presidents absence and all
I ask of Nigerians is to look
outforwhatisgoingto hap-
pen.”
The House of Rep-
resentatives has already
indicated its readiness to
commence debate on the
implications of the Presi-
dents absence from the
polity. The situation may
have brought the Senate
under pressure to tow the
same line.

Late last year, attempts
by Deputy Senate Leader
Victor Ndoma-Egba (SAN)
to move amotion on Presi-
dent Yaradua’ health suf-
fereddefeat as he could not

Continued on page 5
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McCain opposes civilian trial
for Farouk Mutallab
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Soyinka, Ojukwu, Musa
marchagainstYar'adua

By Muideen Olaniyi, Abbas Jimoh & Misbahu Bashir

THE heat is expected to be turned up against
the ailing President Umaru Yaradua tomor-
row when leading activists led by Nobel lau-
reate Professor Wole Soyinka, Dim Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu-Ojukwu and Alhaji
Abdulkadir Balarabe Musa lead a protest
march in Abuja urging him to resign from

Business

The Federal Government
will today pay the N41bn
balance of oil subsidy
owed oil marketers

office due to his protracted ill-health.
Tomorrow’smarch, being organised by the Save
Nigeria Group, is expected to be staged in sev-
eral other cities around the world to protest what
the organizers called power vacuum in Nigeria
because of Yaradua’s long absence. The rally will
also be used to protest the Federal Government?’s
indecisiveness over electoral reforms, the terror-
tag placed on Nigerians by the US government due

to alleged plane bomber Farouk Umar Mutallabs
action, as well as Nigeria’ rising corruption pro-
file.

Other rally leaders include Dr. Tunde Bakare,
ex-House of Representatives member Farouk
Adamu Aliyu, Mr. Solomon Asemota (SAN), Dr.
Tunji Braithwaite and Hajiya Najaatu Moham-
med. Others expected to speak atthe protest rally

Continued on page 5
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Sport

ofthe Nations Cup

Mali yesterday came from be-
hind to draw 4-4 with Angola,
the host in the openingngwatch

Politics

Hajiya Najaatu Mohammed
says the men close to the
President have been lying
about his health
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From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Arewa Consultative
Forum (ACF) meeting tomor-
row has nothing to do with the
health ofPresidentUmaru Musa

Yar’adua, its National Publicity
Secretary Mr. Anthony Sanihas
said.

Speculations were high at
the weekend that the ACF, the
northern socio-political group,

would meet Tuesday to find a
lasting solution to the uproar
created by the illness of Presi-
dentYarAdua. A source close to
the forum said already, allmem-
bers and top northerners have
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noton
ACF meeting agenda

been intimated on the meet-
ing. Hpwever, the forum Sec-
retary Anthony Sani denied it,
saying the forum was not PDP
thatwould be discussing how to
addressthe political issue.

NBC urged to relax radio, TV licence fees

From Jaafar Jaafar, Kano

THE Managing Director of
Kano-based private radio station,
Freedom Radio, Alhaji Farouk
Dalhatu, has asked the National
Broadcasting Commission (NBC)
to reduce the licence fees charged
for the establishment of private
radio and television stations.
Speakingto newsmen over the
weekend in Kano, Dalhatu said

Accidents claim 10

From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Sokoto.

TEN people died in separate acci-
dents in Sokoto between Decem-
ber 18,2009 and January 3,2010.

The Sector Commander of
the Federal Road Safety (FRSC)
Sokoto State Mr. Christopher

the cost of acquiring the licence
and the other subsequent charges
discourage people from investing
sinthe broadcast media.

He stated that apart from the
fee, the stringent measures for the
establishment of a media broad-
casting organisation “istoo harsh
for somebody to be able to meet
and successfully come up with a
media outfit that will run without
any hitches.”

Ademoluti who confirmed this
at the weekend in Sokoto said
38 causalities were recorded of
which 28 were injured and 10
died.

He said out of 16 vehicles
involved in the crashes, 10 were
private, five commercial and one

He said the NBC should relax
the current situation to allow
more broadcasting houses to
spring up and meetthe challenges
of the democratic process of the
country.

Citing difficulties surround-
ing licence acquisition, Dalhatu,
who isalso the managing director
of Freedom Express newspapers,
noted that for five years, they had
written for a license to establish a

IN Sokoto

a government official vehicle.
Mr. Ademoluti said the FRSC
rescue team carried out 13 sepa-
rate rescue operations. He added
that the state command of the
FRSC impounded 94 vehicles
and arrested 115 traffic offend-
ers.

TV station butthe NBC was yet to
issue the licence. “We have metall
the requirements, but they could
not categorically point the reason
why they denied us the license,”
he said. Faruk said his radio sta-
tion was not having any misun-
derstanding with the NBC, say-
ing “ince they started operation
some years ago, they had main-
tained cordial relationship with
the commission.

He however said the number
of road crashes recorded in the
state during this years yuletide
was low compared to previous
years.

He called on motorists to
ensure that they obey all road
traffic rules and regulations.

“We are meeting on Tues-
day right, but it has nothing to
do with the president’ health.
Our meeting is focusing on our
forthcoming anniversary,” he
said.

Crisis:

resumes

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE panel set up by President
Umaru Yaradua to investigate
the November 28, 2008 Jos cri-
sis headed by retired GeAeral
Emmanuel Abisoye will resume
public hearing in Jos today.

During the first phase of the
hearing held in Jos late last year,
the panel received over 80 mem-
oranda from ethnic and religious
organizations.

Already, the Army, PLASEIC,
University of Jos, ANPP, DPP,
Jama’atu Nasril Islam, JIBWIS and
widows made submissions before
the panel.

Other organizations that testi-
fied before the panel include the
Human Rights Watch, aid groups,
Jasawa Development Association,
Berom Parliamentary Forum,
Berom Elders Eorum, different
communities in the affected areas
ofJos North and the Albayan Pri-
vate School.

GOV.Jonah Jang of Plateau
State
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Yar'adua's absence: PDP
says Jonathan doing well

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE ruling Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) yesterday
lauded the way Vice Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan
has been piloting the affairs
of this country in the
absence of the ailing Presi-
dent Umaru Musa Yaradua.

PDP National Publicity
Secretary of the party, Prof.
Rufai Ahmed Alkali who
hailed the Vice President
berated the controversy
being generated by the
opposition over Yaradua’
health.

- Alkali said: “People are
sitting down outside and
defining the dos afid don'ts
‘%of government. The reality

ofit isthat we are operating
a system and so far to our
knowledge, there has been
no evidence of breakdown
ofthis system.

“The Vice President is
there as the Vice President
of this country and he has
done extremely well in the
past few weeks since the
President travelled outside
the country. All these issue
ofwhat should be done or
what should not be done is
the prerogative of govern-
ment,” he stated.

He however advised the
opposition to take time to
look into the achievements
of government instead
of focussing of loopholes
alone.

Yar'adua spoke to Mark on
phone — Aide

ByAbdul-Rahman Abubakar

PRESIDENT Umaru Musa
Yaradua did speak to Sen-
ate President David Mark
on phone last week, Special
Adviser to the Senate Presi-
dentMr. KolaOlogbondiyan
said yesterday.

Speaking to Daily Trust
on phone last night, Mr.
Ologbondoyan said Senator
Markhimselfconfirmed that
he had a chat with the presi-
dentthe same night Yaradua
spoke with Vice President

Goodluck Jonathan and
Speaker Dimeji Bankole.

He said “The Senate Presi-
dentconfirmedthathe spoke
with President Yaraduajust
like the VP and the Speaker
but I dont have details of
what they discussed.”

There has been contro-
versyon whetherornot Pres-
ident Yaradua who has now
been away in Saudi Arabia
due to ill health for 49 days
actually spoke with some
top government officials as
claimed.
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-— - residenfGooctluck Jonathan (sixth from right), his wife uame Patience Jonatnan (tirth from righfj, Senate
President David Mark (second left). Minister of Defence Godwin Abbe (second right) and Service Chiefs shortly after

an interdenomination service in Abuja, yesterday.

Terror list: Sena™ ?
upbraids Soyinka

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

SENATE yesterday condemned ProfWole Soyinkas com-
ments on its position on the classification of Nigeria by the
United States as security, saying the renowned literary icon
missed the fact ofthe matter.

A statement signed by Chairman Senate Committee on
Information and Media, Senator Ayogu Eze (PDP, Enugu
North) said it never gave a 7-day ultimatum for the US to
reverse its decision to put Nigeria on its list ofterror watch.

Prof. Soyinkahas described the position ofthe Senate as
absurd which the Senate describe as unfair as he failed to
go through the media reports.

According to the Senate statement “The comment by
Prof. Wole Soyinka referring to the Senate position as being
absurd is most unfortunate because | had expected that
being one of the captains of the literary ship in Nigeria,

McCain opposes civilian

THE Nigerian man who attempted to blow up a commer-
cial jetoutside Detroiton Christinas Day should be tried as
an enemy combatant in a military court, a leading Repub-
lican Senator said yesterday.

Senator John McCain, the Republican nominee for pres-
ident in the 2008 election, said it would be a mistake to try
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, 23, in a civilian court where
he would “get lawyered up” and be afforded the right to
withhold damaging information.

“Tohave aperson be able to get lawyerad up when we need

he should have read the entire comment from the Senate
before casting aspersion on the institution for something
that did not happen at all.

It is wrong for those the Senate holds in high esteem to
attack its reputation and seek to rubbish its actions without
justification. 1 am constrained to observe that Prof. Soyinka is
gradually falling into this group of Nigerians who offer opin-
ions hastily without first obtaining all the sides to an issue.

I wish to restate that the Senate rejects this obnoxious
classification which was done withoUt due consultation
with relevant authorities in Nigeria. On resumption we
are going to weigh in on the matter, with aview to finding
asolutionto it.”

Senator Eze reiterated the stance of the Senate on the
matter saying “When the senate resumes next, itwill engage
all its diplomatic and legislative gears to bring about this
reversal.”

rights for terror suspect

that information very badly, | think betrays or contradicts
the president? view that we are at war,” McCain told CNN3%
State of the Union with John King. That person should be
tried asan enemy combatant,” McCain said. “He%aterrorist.”

The U.S. civilian justice system affords some protections
not afforded by some military courts.

Abdulmutallab isaccused ofattempting to ignite explo-
sives in his underwear on a December 25 flight from
Amsterdam to Detroit. He was subdued by other passen-
gers after trying to ignite it.

Remembrance Day: FG to reposition Armed Forces

VICE President Goodluck Jonathan yesterday reiterated the
need to reposition the Nigerian Armed Forces to be abreast
with modern challengesofwarfare ifNigeriamustmaintain its
statusasa major playerin the African continentand globally

The Federal Governmentalso promisedto cater forthe wel-
fare of members ofthe Armed Forces as well as the families
ofthe fallen soldiers who have paid the supreme sacrifice for
the nation at various military operations within and outside
the country

Vice President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan said this at the
Interdenominational Church Service to mark this years
Armed Forces Remembrance Day Celebration which held at
the National Christian Centre, Abuja.

Jonathan said: “Wewant to express profound appreciation

to families of members of the Armed Forces who paid the
supreme sacrifice in defence of our nation. Aside those who
passed on, others Were separated from their loved ones for
long weeks and months to answer the call ofnational duty. It
is not even easy for soldiers to see their colleagues fall besides
them from abullet”

“From the days ofthe First World War till date, Nigerian
soldiers have paid great sacrifices in peacekeeping operations
around theworld Evenduring the Civil War, we lost so many
men who paid the supreme sacrifice to keep Nigeria one and
defend the Nigerian territory ’the vice president said. During
these times, some have lost their husbands, their wives, their
brothers, andtheir sisters. Hence, we are here today to remem-
ber their gallant efforts, and we pray that God will give these

families the fortitude to bear the pain oflosing their beloved.”

‘As a Government, we will work with the Chiefof Defence
Staffand the other Service Chiefs to ensure that the welfare of
the Armed Forces is adequately taken care of. This, Govern-
ment must do.”

The VP said though governmentisfacingalot ofchallenges.
presendy, with the commitment and prayers ofall Nigerians,
“we shall succeed as a nation.”

In his sermon, Rev. Fr. Willy Ojukwu, who isthe Chairman
ofthe FCT chapter of the Christian Association of Nigeria,
expressed confidence that in spite ofthe smear on Nigeria’
image asaresultofthe action ofterror suspect, Farouk Abdu-
mutallab, God will make Nigeria a great nation, adding that
the incident is a wakeup call for Nigeriato such rhatWigre
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Yar'adua can't continue In

office - Mega Summit

By Abbas Jimoh

THE opposition Mega Summit
Movement (MSM) yesterday
in Abuja said President Umaru
Yaradua has been incapacitated
by his ill-health and therefore
unfit to continue in office.

Nafada's
mother
dies at 85

By Nasidi A. Yahaya

HAJIYA Aisha Bayero Nafada,
mother of the Deputy Speaker
ofthe House of Representatives
Usman Bayero Nafada, died
Saturday at the age of 85.

Born in 1925, the late Aisha
died after aprotracted illness at
about 11pm on Saturday at the
Arab Contractors Hospital in
Cairo, Egypt.

Her remains are expected to
arrive today through the Aminu
Kano International Airport in
Kano for onward conveyance
to her home town in Gombe
for burial same day, according
to Islamic rites.

The late Aisha is survived
three children namely Hau-
wau, the eldest; Ibrahim and
Usman Bayero Nafada. She was
described a* God -fearing and
devout Muslim.

Nafada’s mother died barely
one month after his only daugh-
ter Aisha, named after his
mother, died after abriefillness
in Abuja at the age of seven.

LATE Hajiya Aisha Bayero
Nafada

MSM Head of Secretariat,
Olawale Okunniyi, said the
group agrees with Nigerians
that the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP)-led government is
setting a bad precedence for the
country with its poor handling
of the matter on the presidents

health.

“We observe that President
Umaru Yaradua is unable to
govern the nation any longer
due to critical health challenge
that has kept him incommuni-
cado for 49 days now. However,
due to the bankruptcy of the

PDP regime, his Vice, Good-
luck Jonathan, who is constitu-
tionally supposed to act in his
absence, has been prevented
from acting for him by a tiny but
powerful cabal, bent on hanging
to power unlawfully to pursue
exploitative agenda”

The summit urged Nigerians
to tighten their belts and “organ-
ise for a radical change to stem
the chaotic trend foisted on us
by the vindictive cartel ofpower
hijackers in PDP, which is deter-
mined to punish them for not
voting for PDP in 2007.”

FROM left: House ofthe Representatives Deputy Minority Whip Suleiman Kawu Sumaila, K ano StateG "~"ZM SrsTk”Ind mem-

er, Kano State ANPP con
Kano yesterday.

gress election caretaker committee Alhaji Habibu Mohammed Dukawa, atthe ANPP Kano State con%ress election in

Amaechi: FG water projects fail in Rivers

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

RIVERS State Governor Rotimi
Amaechi said all Federal Gov-
ernment water projects in the
state under the Niger Delta
Basin Development Authority
(NDBDA) have failed.

Speaking when he received
members of Senate Committee
on Water Resources at the gov-
ernment house in Port Harcourt,
Amaechi said the huge invest-
ments made by federal govern-

ment in various water projects
in the state have not resulted into
improved water supply.

He said “Do they (NDBDA)
still exist? 1've asked my people to
do an audit of the place and give
me a report so that we take it over
and give our people water; Rivers
State is in need ofwater; because
the essence is to give water.

“You go for local government
touryou see one small abandoned
project NNDC-not water.

“You see one giant Water

project Niger Delta Basin Devel-
opment Authority then one
small tiny one by the local gov-
ernment chairman but no one
has water.

“They are not even working
at all. If we can all agree, we can
put the money together and see
that this thing works. We have
directed that they do a census of
these water projects in the State to
confirm their status.”

In the same vein, Ebonyi State
Deputy Governor Prof. Chigozie

Ogbu told the Senate Commit-
tee that the federal government
water projects in the state under
the Img-Anambra River Basin
Development Authority have not
contributed to water needs of the
people.

Explaining the factors militat-
ing against completion ofsome of
the projects, Project Manager of
the Amechi-Awkunanaw water
projectin Enugu State, Engr. Mike
Nwachulwu blamed poor funding
for delay in completion.

Customs decorates 4 new comptrollers

By Yunus Abdulhamid

THE Nigeria Customs Service
(NCS) yesterday decorated Tahir
Musa, David Agbaje, Sunny
Okpurhe and Mainassah Jatau
with the new ranks of Assistant
Comptrollers General.

While decorating the former
Comptrollers, the Comptroller-
General of Customs Abdullahi

Dikko said their elevation was
sequel to the vacancies created by
the recent statutory retirement of
Assistant Comptrollers-General.
He charged the promoted
officers to double their efforts in
the new responsibilities.
Customs spokesman Wale
Adeniyi told Daily Trust that
Tahir Musa, who joined the
Customs as an. Assistant Super-

intendent in 1982, is now ACG
(Enforcement and Drugs).

David Agbaje, who also
joined the service in 1982, has
posted to the Human Resource
Department as ACG (Staff Col-
lege).

ACG Sunny Okpurhe, the
new Coordinator for Zone ‘B’
joined the Customs in 1979,
while Mainassah Jatau had

served as Area Controller in FCT,
Sokoto, and Kirikiri Lighter Ter-
minal Commands.

Meanwhile, the Comptrol-
ler-General of Customs has
expressed the gratitude of the
Service to the Comptrollers
recently retired by the Nigeria
Customs Service Board urging
them to take their retirement in
good faith.
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Trade Union demands credible information on Yar'adua

By Francis Okeke

TRADE Union Congress (TUC)
yesterday urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to map out a strategy
whereby a single agent ofthe state
will speak to Nigerians on the cur-
rent state of health of President
Umaru Musa Yaradua and his
whereabouts.

A press statement signed by
TUCS5 President General Com-
rade Peter Esele said speaking
with a single official voice would
allay the fears of Nigerians on
the health of President Umaru
Yaradua and also eliminate the
confusion that has trailed his
departure for medical treatment
to Saudi Arabia since November

last year. Esele said “since we pres-
ently live in a confused state with
the whereabouts of our president
unknown, the interview granted
by the Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, Ojo Maduekwe, to the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Cooperation
(BBC) on the president ailment
has raised further questions that
have made us to doubt the vari-

ous statements emanating from
almost all federal government
agencies.”

In recent interview, Maduekwe
told the BBC that, as far as he
knew, the president was conscious
and was recovering in hospital.

The statement added that “the
issues surrounding the presi-
dent’ health cannot be divulged

Soyinka, Ojukwu march against Yar'adua

Continued from page 1

are Prof. Pat Utomi, Pastor Sarah
Omakwu, Mr. Femi Falana, Ola-
wale Oshun, Dr. Tunji Abayomi,
Mrs. Ayo Obe, Mallam Naseer
Kura, Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin
and Uche Onyeogocha. Engr
Buba Galadima and Hajia Najaatu
Mohammed both confirmed to
Daily Trust yesterday that they
will be participating in the rally.
A statement signed by Mr.
Fred Agbeyegbe, Engr. Galadima,
Mr. Yinka Odumakin, Mr. Osita
Okechukwu, Mallam Tanko
Yunusa and Mallam Salihu Luk-
man said the rally, which will
start from Unity Fountain, near
Transcorp Hotel, Central Busi-

ness District, Abuja, will termi-
nate at the National Assembly
Complex.

They said the protest will also
serve as an avenue to ask the gov-
ernment to tell Nigerians Presi-
dent Yaraduas whereabouts, to
demand for respect of the con-
stitution regarding Yaradua’
ailment, to demand for a Sover-
eign National Conference, as well
as to kick against the attempt to
criminalise all Nigerians over the
attempted plane bombing saga.

They said the march is part of
the campaign against the 10 pov-
erties’ in Nigeria, including pov-
erty of ideas, performance, hope,
honour, resource, mind, regard,
spirit, commerce and environ-

ment.

According to the organizers,
Nigeria can only know justice,
peace and progress when her citi-
zens will work for it.

The rally which was expected
to hold in London tomorrow,
has been shifted to Friday after a
meeting between the Metropoli-
tan Police and the Save Nigeria
Working Group because ofexpec-
tations that Nigerians in London
will turn out en masse.

However, Police Public Rela-
tions Officer for the Federal Ter-
ritory Police Command DSP
Moshood Jimoh told Daily Trust
yesterday that the group has not
sought for permission to hold the
rally. A police source in Abuja

also said the police are not aware
of plans to hold the rally. “Apart
from a group that held a rally in
Abuja last week, no any group or
individual sought police permit
for apublic rally,” the source said.

He said the police have the
right to permit or stop a public
gathering and determine when
such gatherings could be held.
He said the police would not allow
any group at the moment to hold
a rally, no matter the intention.
“At this period, the police want to
always discourage rallies and pro-
tests and 1 dont think the group
will be allowed by the police even
ifthey request for the permit,” he
said.

from the current happenings. To
respond on behalf of the state, a
single agent of the state outside
the presidency should be in the
fore front and not the current
disjointed situation in which
statements are fired from Infor-
mation Minister, Foreign Affairs
Minister, Attorney General, Sena-
tors Etc.”

FG

urged

to invest

INn education

By Abbas Jimoh

THE federal government has
been urged to massively invest in
education to as a panacea to the
myriad socio-economic problems
confronting the country.

An Abuja based insurance
broker Alhaji Muhammed Sabiu
Umar made the call in Abuja at
the 7th anniversary of the Al-
Habibiyah Society of Nigeria
founded in January 6th 2003 in
Abuja.

“We have derailed in number
of areas, this is because we didnt
have the right education espe-
cially over the years; there has
been a collapse in the education
sector, which have lead to the col-
lapse in the moral uprightness
of the society and that also lead
to collapses in other areas of the
socio-economic life of the coun-
try.

Unless we do the right things
and get our acts straight, it is going
to be very difficultand herculean;
butitimpossible; others have done
it successfully, so we can do it,”
Alhaji Umar said.

On why he choose to enrol at
the Al-Habibiyah Academy for
Arabic and Quranic study at the
age of 60, he said that searching
for knowledge knows no harripr
and that it is never late to learn
especially knowledge that is both
useful for the earthly life and
hereafter.

Senate debates
Yar'adua
tomorrow

Continued from page 1

get support of up to one-fifth
of senators to see the motion
through. Briefing newsmen on
the matter recently, Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Infor-
mation and Media Senator Ayogu
Eze (PDP, Enugu North) said the
president has not violated any
rule by staying outside the coun-
try for over a month on medical
grounds as the Constitution does
not stipulate the number of days
which he could not spend out of
the country.

He said, “The Constitution
as it is now did not specify the
number ofdaysthat the president
must not stay out of the country.
There isnot part ofthe Constitu-
tion that made such pronounce-
ment.”
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Chevron cuts olil flow after attack

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

FOLLOWING the attack on oil
installations at Makaraba in Delta
State by unknown gunmen, Chev-
ron has shutdown some ofits pro-
ductions in the area.

In an email, Chevron con-
firmed the attack and said it had
led to the production shut in of

about 20,888 Ba”gls a ga%// Hgm
the platforms supplying the pipe-
line.

The US oil major said the
causes were still being inves-
tigated. But the main rebel
umbrella, the Movement for the
Emancipation ofthe Niger Delta,

£EV'E ~ £ O T E

militants had sabotaged the pipe-
line. MEND said it had sanc-
tioned, but not carried out the
attack, adding that itwould decide
on or before January 30 if it ends
a ceasefire.

The incident is a second
warning shot” a{her it c%im d
a strike last month on a Ei\ﬁ%
operated  a Royal Dutch Shell
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MEND attacks early 2009 Iargely
contributed to the shutdown of

about one million barrels a day
Nigerian output which fell belo
1.6 million barrels a day. But fol-
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down government initia-
former militants say the
development could

reignite widespread violence in
the Delta.
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MEND tasks Abbe,
FGon amnesty

From Muhammad Bello, Port
Harcourt

THE Movement for the
Emancipation of the
Niger Delta (MEND) has
criticised the Minister of
Defence retired Gen. God-
win Abbe over his handling
ofthe amnesty programme.
MEND spokesperson Jomo
Gbomo said in an email at
the weekend that General

Abbe rather than encourage
the government to address
the core issues as demanded
by them,- he was still inau-
gurating committees.

He said Friday’s attack
by gunmen on the Chev-
ron Makaraba pipeline in
Delta State exposed the
vulnerability of the oil
industry infrastructure
and vowed to continue
with the fight.

'Why Kogi removed council
treasurers, directors'

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

TREASURERS and direc-
tors in the 21 local govern-
ment areas of Kogi State
were removed because
they had completed their
terms of four years, the
Chairman ofthe state Civil
Service Commission Mr
Emmanuel Otega has said.
HE added that the affected
officials were appointees
whose tenures could be
pre-determined.

He however said any

CHR flags offcam

against maternal

From JaafarJaafar,Kano

THE Community Health
and Research Initiative
(CHR) has started cam,
paigns against maternal
mortality in Tudun Wada
Local Government Area of
Kano State.

The acting Director
of CHRJvtr Abdulhamid
Abdullahi Bagara at the
weekend in Kano said they
embarked on the campaign
to make people aware ofthe
issues surrounding mater-
nal health.

He said the programme
was to sensitize people on
the need to seek antena-
tal care and also influence
government’s decisions on
maternal health.

Mr Bagaracommended
the community for sup

of them found worthy
could be reappointed for
another four-year tenure,
saying under no circum-
stances would any politi-
cal appointee be allowed
to serve more two terms of
eight years.

He directed all per-
sonnel directors in the
local government areas to
ensure that the vacuum
created by the action did
not disrupt the operations
of their respective coun-
cils.

paign
death

porting the campaign,
saying their decision to
complement government’s
effort would go a long way
in reducing maternal mor-
tality in the area.

While calling on local
government council to
address the issue of inad-
equate health workers, he
said only two female health
workers attend to the vil-
lagers. The Chairman of
the council Dr Ali Hamza
Burum-Burum lauded the
initiative of the group, say-
ing his council would give
its maximum support to
their activities.

He said since most ofthe
maternal deaths occurred
in the rural areas, the local
councils should improve
their commitment to the
cause.

FROM left: Speafcer, Kaduna State
tive of AFDIN, Alhaji Pahiru Man

House of Assembly, Alhaji Hassan Jumare,
ial atthe inauquration of Mangal Plaza in
¢}
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Governor Namadi Sambo and Chief Execu
Kaduna on Saturday.

KidnappersofNNPC official's wife nabbed

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE State Security Service
(SSS) in Kaduna State has
arrested kidnappers of the
wife of the General Man-
ager, Hospital Services
of the Nigerian National
Petroleum  Corporation
(NNPC) Mrs. Adeola Bako.

The suspects are Fide-
lis John (26) of Unguwan
Boro and Uchena Okoh
(26) ofKaratudu in Chikun
lu@xal Goxvemmimenit Area of

Ekit ex-commissioner dies in auto crash

A former Health Commis-
sioner in Ekiti State Dr Sola
Babalola died on Saturday
in an auto crash, Babalola,
who was the Chairman of
Ekiti Hospital Manage-
ment Board (EKHMB),
died along Ikere-1se/Emure
road, during a multiple
accident that involved his
official car and other vehi-
cles at about 5 p.m.

Aged 60, the deceased
was a health commissioner
during former Governor

Kaduna State. Two of the
suspects are still at large.
Parading the suspects
before newsmen alongside
the kidnappers ofthree year
old Zainab, the Assistant
Director Operations of the
Kaduna Command of the
SSS Barrister Brown Ekwo-
aba said Mrs. Bako was
kidnapped by a four-man
gang. He said some vil-
lagers of Kakau where the
woman jvas taken sighted
the victim with two of her

Ayodele Fayoses admin-
sitration. He hailed from
Iro-Ekiti in Gbonyin Local
Government Area of the
state. The remains of the
former commissioner, who
was said to have died on the
spot, had been deposited at
the University of Ado-EKkiti
Teaching Hospital mortu-

ry'In his condolence
message, Governor Oni
described the deceased as
"a fine, responsible gen-

abductors in a bYsh aAd
raised alarm. According
to him, the village head of
the community, Musa Fada,
mobilized people and they
confronted the suspects.
“Two of the suspects
tried to escape, but one of
them was overpowered and
arrested while the victim
was rescued. They handed
over the suspects to us in
the command,” he said.
Ekwuoba said the sus-
pects had since confessed

tleman par excelldnée WHo N
will be missed by the state
and his party, the PDP
for his diligent contribu-
tions.”

Oni, who said the
death was a “a great loss
to the medical profession,
prayed for the family to
have the fortitude to bear
the loss. The Chief Medical
Direstor(CMD) ofthe Uni-
versity of Ado-EKiti Teach-
ing Hospital, Dr Patrick
Adegun, who confirmed

to the crime and that they
would be charged to court

with the two suspected kid-
napers of Zainab Murtala.
It would be recaUed that
the command arrested one
Nureni Mohammed last
Saturday while collecting
N 800,000 as the balance of
the N1 million ransom he
demanded from the parents
of Zainab Murtala. All four
suspects interviewed by our
correspondent blamed the
devil for their action.

dhat Babalela’ corpse had
been deposited at the hos-
pitals morgue, described
the deceased as one of the
best medical practitioners
in the state.

“He was one of those
people that supported the
course ofthe teaching hos-
pital in the state. He was a
sound minded person, gen-
tleman and appreciative.
Above all he was awonder-
ful man” Adegun added.
(NAN)
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By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate has rejected proposal
by the Imo-Anambra River Basin
Development Authority for allo-
cation of N2.3 billion in the 2010
budget for the rehabilitation ofan
abandoned rice mill at the Lower
Anambra Irrigation Project in
Omor, Anambra State.
Management ofthe river basin
"could not convince members of

Monday, January 11,2010

the Senate Committee on Water
Resources on oversight function
to the project site to make funds
available in the budget for reha-
bilitation of the rice mill which
broke down since 2004.
Speaking at the event, Chair-
man of the Senate Committee on
Water Resources, Senator Bassey
Ewa-Henshaw (PDP, Cross River
South) blamed the management
ofthe irrigation project for failing

to put the rice mill into to opti-
mal use.

The management of the rice
mill, purported to be the biggest
in West Africa, failed to attract
local farmers to process rice at
the mill and spend all Internally
Generated Revenue (IGR) with-
out adequate maintenance ofthe
rice mill.

Briefing senator” on the state
of the rice mill, Managing Direc-

NEWS

Senate rejects N2.3bn for
dormant rice mill project

tor of the river basin, Engr. C.A.
Uzoho said contract for rehabili-
tation ofthe rice mill was awarded
in 2004 at the cost of N1.3 billion
but that due to poor funding it
could not be completed.

He said the project is to now
gulp another N2.3 billion due to
variation in the original contract
sum, saying “We have problem
with farmers because they dont
like bringing their rice for mill-

ing here. They prefer to go to pri-
vate mills outside the irrigation
project.”

Not satisfied by the explana-
tion, members ofthe committee
resolved that since the local rice
farmers who were the target ofthe
rice mill are no longer interested
in processing their crops at the
mill “There is no need for alloca-
tion of another N2.3 billion for
rehabilitation.”

Civil defence counsels
Nigerians on development

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

THE Nigeria Security and Civil Defence
Corps (NSCDC) has urged Nigerians to
contribute their quota towards the eco-
nomic and political development of the
country.

Commandant General of the corps
Dr. Ade Abolurin said Nigerians should
also imbibe the principle of humility and
integrity as peace loving to ensure national
development.

“If Nigerians will work together as one
irrespective of tribe, religion, sentiment
and whatsoever, the nation will be better,”
he said and warned them against deviant
and nefarious acts capable oftarnishing the
country image.

On the just concluded screening exercise
for the intake of junior carder personnel
into the Corps, he thanked God that there
was not life lost in spite ofthe crowd.

He said applicants who are not successful
this time “should see it as fate and remain
patient till when such an opportunity will
be granted by the government again.”

FGassigns 13
firms to develop
gas for Power

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Federal Government has signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with 13 private gas investors to carry out
accelerated gas development projects at
various on-shore fields in the Niger Delta
Region.

Petroleum Resources Minister Rilwanu
Lukman said at the signing ceremony in
Abuja that government is targeting over
250 mmscf/day to be realized within 12-18
months.

He said the project is very strategic to
federal government in meeting the gas
obligation.

TIfb companies are: Colechurch, Gas
For Development, Global Energy Refin-
ing, Ibeto Group of Companies, Octopol
and Petrolog Nigeria Limited. Others are
Process & Industrial Development Nigeria
Ltd, Tricity, Turan oil - Seven Energy Con-
sortium, Westcom, Gerfin and Remington.

The Minister expressed beliefthat when
the projects commence, they should pro-
vide the much needed intervention in
addressing issues on job creation, poverty
alleviation as encapsulated in the Vision
20-20/20.

and M
Secre

TUC tasks police on religious fundamentalists

By Francis Okeke

TRADE Union Congress (TUC) yester-
day urged the Nigeria Police Force to com-
mence the prosecution of all people who
have contributed or participated in any of

s the myriad religious crises that have rocked
the country over the years.

A press statement signed by TUCS
President-General Peter Esele, which con-
demned Nigerias listing by the United
States on its lists of “security risk states,”
charged the Inspector General of Police
Ogbonna Onovo and other security agen-

cies to clamp down on religious fanatics.

He called on “governments at all levels,
especially the northern governors to take
the issue of security of lives of our citizens
very serious, as between 2008 and now
over a 1000 innocent souls were lost dur-
ing senseless religious riots.”

According to Esele, “the matter is even
made worse because not a single person has
been prosecuted nor is there any evidence
to Show that the various security agencies
have learnt any lesion from all these kill-
ings and riots.”

“Congress demands that the Inspector

General of Police (IGP) Ogbonna Onovo,
and all security forces should arrest, re-
arrest, and prosecute all those identified
to have participated in any way in reli-
gious riots that have become the order
of the day in the northern states of the
country.”

“Fundamental religious sects such as
Boko Haram, the Taliban and Al-Qaeda
styled groups that have gained foothold
in Nigeria, thereby making Africas most
populous country a theatre of sectarian
violence should be identified and flushed
out,” the statement added.

Women ministry to immortalise Maryam Babangida

By Akor Ojoma
NIGERIAN women  will
immortalise the late Mrs.

Maryam Babangida for her
pacesetting role in the socio-
economic and political devel-
opment of women in Nigeria
and Africa as a whole, Women
Affairs and Social Develop-
ment Minister Mrs. Salamatu

Hussaini Suleiman has said.

According to a statement
released by the ministry in
Abuja, the Minister made this
known when she led a del-
egation of Nigerian women to
Minna, Niger State, to com-
miserate with former Military
President General Ibrahim
Babangida over the death of
his wife.

Mrs. Suleiman said the late
Maryam through her Better
Life project, encouraged the
formation of many women
cooperatives, establishment
of cottage Industries, Women
Development Centres and
Social Welfare Programmes
targeted at women develop-
ment across the States of the
Federation, including the

grassroots where the bulk of
women reside.

Responding, the firstdaugh-
ter of the late First Lady and
wife of Zamfara State Gov-
ernor, Hajiya Aishatu Aliyu
Shinkafi, urged women in lead-
ership position to continue the
good work her mother started
as that will be the best way to
honour her.



NEWS

DA' LY TRUST Monday, January 11,2010

Braithwaite calls for interim gowvt

From femi Akinola, Lagos

DUE to the long absence of Pres-
ident Umaru Yaradua, a new
political group, the National
Intervention Group (NIG) led by
Dr. Tunji Braithwaite has called
for an interim administration for
Nigeria before 2011.

In his address, Braithwaite
called for an interim national

government to be led by either the
Senate President David Mark or
the ChiefJustice ofthe Federation
Justice Alloysius Katsina -Alu.
The group at a media brief-
ing in Lagos at the weekend said
the idea had become inevitable
for the purpose of rescuing the
country from what the group
called impending disintegration
of Nigeria. Braithwaite who was

accompanied by some members
of the group during the brief-
ing argued that what had been
happening in the country since
President Yaradua left the coun-
try about 50 days ago was no
way near democracy. He said the
interim administration should
be the administration to organ-
ize and conduct genuine, free and
transparent elections in 2011 or

A man awaits to retrieve his bag having been screened by scanner machine at a hotel in Abuja

shortly thereafter, depending on
how quickly its sole mandate of
cleaning up the nation is accom-
plished.

Speaking on the present gov-
ernance situation at the federal
level, the founder and leader of
National Advance Party (NAP)
argued that the question begging
for answer in the country today is;
“who is administering the nation

PIC- AFOLABI SOTUNDE

NERFUND invites applications for MSMEs funding

THE National Economic Recon-
struction Fund (NERFUND)
will from this month commence
receipt of applications and dis-
bursement of funds to support
the establishment of Micro,
Small and Medium scale Manu-
facturing Enterprises (MSMEs).

The Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of the
Fund Malam Baba M. Gimba
has therefore urged the invest-
ing public who have bankable
proposals for establishment of
micro, small and medium scale

enterprises to forward such
proposals for consideration and
possible funding.

A statement from the Head,
Corporate Affairs of the Fund
Dahiru G. Ali yesterday said
NERFUND is still in exist-
ence and performing its statu-
tory functions as stipulated
in the NERFUND Act, Cap.
254, 1990 Laws of the Federa-
tion, and would be partnering
with SMEDAN and the NDE
to stimulate the rapid setting
up of micro, small and medium

scale manufacturing enterprises
(MSMEs).

“Itistrue that there was alull
in the operations of the FUND
right from the inception of the
present democratic dispensa-
tion. This was as a result of the
stalemate that attended the pro-
tracted reform of Development
Finance Institutions (DFIs) but
which has since culminated in
the merger of NIDB and NBCI
to form the Bank of Industry
(BOI).

Following the conclusion of

Cleric cautions Dakinagari against frequent trips

From Ismail Adebayo, Bimin Kebbi

AN Islamic preacher in Kebbi
State, Mallam Mohammed
Abubakari Zouro, has cau-
tioned Governor Usman Dak-
ingari over what he described as
his frequent travels outside the
state, saymg if the state must
develop, he must be around at
all times to turn things around.

Zouro who decried the fre-
quency of the governor’ trav-
els outside the state during a
Juma’at prayer in Birnin-Kebbi
at the weekend, said Dakin-
gari should endeavour to stay
at home to take charge of the
responsibilities of governance

that was bestowed on him by the
people who elected him.

He said the people had faced
hardship in recenttimes and this
could be taken care of ifthe gov-
ernor stayed at home whenever
there is no need for him to travel
to Abuja or outside the country.

He emphasized urgent need
for him to evolve a people-ori-
ented government to justify the
hope the electorate had in him
before electing him as governor.

The cleric posited that a
servant leadership was a glo-
bal desire for promoting effec-
tive, accountable and transpar-
ent governance in developing
democracies.

>
Therefore, he noted, the

concept of leadership is to
reduce poverty, eradicate offi-
cial corruption, strengthen
government at all levels and
entrench sustainable develop-
ment and as well as global peace
and security.

Zouro also pointed out that
it was necessary for the gover-
nor to recommend and adopt a
leadership model that empha-
sizes stewardship to the peo-
ple, pointing out that a serv-
ant leader has no monopoly of
wisdom but involves people by
creating an enabling environ-
ment for all to realize their full
potentials.

that merger, the Federal Govern-
ment has reversed the stalemate”,
Ali said.

NERFUND was established
in 1989 as an apex institution to
help catalyze the development of
SMEs. Such SMEs must be wholly
Nigerian owned and engaged in
the business of manufacturing,
mining, quarrying and industrial
support services among others.
It has so far disbursed $130 mil-
lion and over N3 billion to 266
projects, out of which 224 have
fully repaid their loans.

and on whose behalfis that being
done?” He noted that with the
way the country has been run in
the absence ofthe president, there
has been anarchy in the coun-
try, adding that the constitution
which is the supreme law of the
country was being steadily sabo-
taged and eroded by a group of
people in the corridors of power
whom he described as impostors.

Kebbi
budgets
N75.6bn for

2010

From Ismail Adebayo, Bimin Kebbi

THE Kebbi State government
has announced a N75.6 billion
budget for the 2010 fiscal year.

The gross recurrent expendi-
ture for the year 2010 budget is
estimated at N23.5 billion, a slight
increase over the 2009 recurrent
expenditure ofN22.7billion while
the capital expenditure is esti-
mated at N52.04 billion.

The administration also
announced the placement of
embargo on media publicity in
this yearsbudget.

While presenting the budget
tagged A better Kebbi State
Today’ to the state House of
Assembly Thursday, Governor
Saidu Usman Dakingari said the
2010 budget was premised on the
need to urgently overcome the
immediate socio-economic chal-
lenges facing the state to quickly
address the unemployment and
poverty problems among the
people. N21billion naira was
estimated for'the economic sec-
tor with transport being allocated
N12.9billion. Agriculture was allo-
cated N4.4billion power supply N2
billion, forestry N1billion while
Commerce, Finance and Coopera-
tivesgot N'337million, Livestockand
Veterinary Services N220 million
and manufacturing N 170 million.

Information received the lowest
vote ofN250million.

Health got the highest vote of
N6.7billion while education trails it
with N4.8billion. Science and Tech-
nical educationreceived N2.7billion
while social development got N435
million.

Police decry indecent
use of vehicles, party
offices in Zamfara

From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

THE Zamfara State Police Com-
mand has observed atrend in the
use of cars, political party offices
and uncompleted buildings for
fornication and other immoral
acts within Gusau metropolis.

A statement from the com-
mand signed by the Public Rela-
tions Officer ASP Lawal Abdul-
lahi said the artest for such
offenceswere now on the increase

in Gusau town. The latest was the
attempt to arrest a man and his
partner last week while having
fun in a dark spot but both fled,
abandoning their car.

The command said as a
measure to check such immoral
behaviour, it had strategized its
operational abilities to arrest
and prosecute such offenders. It
also warned the general public to
desist from such indecent acts or
face the wrath ofthe law.
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Treditiod ruer
charges paliovidin
cETpags

From Rugayyah Yusuf Aliyu,
Kano

THE District Head of
Ajingi District in Kano
State and member of the
National Committee on
Immunization Alhaji Wada
Aliyu has called on polio
victims in the state to sen-
sitize people on the disease,
saying their participation in
the campaigns would yield
positive results.

Aliyu who said this at
the commissioning and

~distribution ofwheel chairs

' "donated by the Rotary Club
ofNassarawa in Kano atthe
weekend said people would
listen more ifvictims ofthe
disease campaigned on the
need for immunization.

Governor of the club
Kazim Mustapha said the
gesture was part ofthe clubs
activities to better the lives
of citizens, especially the
disabled.

Mustapha commended
the state government for its
cooperation and appealed
for more cooperation.
Kano State Governor lbra-
him Shekarau commended
the Rotary Club for the ges-
ture and assured that polio
victims and other disabled
persons would be taken
care of by his administra
tion.

IDBto spend
N81minYobe

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

THE Islamic Development
Bank (IDB) is to spend N81.
2 million on agriculture in
some communities in Yobe
State. Mallam Abba Jumbo,
the Water Facilitator of the
Agricultural Development
Programme (ADP) in the
state who spoke at the week-
end in Mata Kuskum Village
in Gaidam Local Govern-
ment Area said the interven-
tion would include nine dif-
ferent areas including con-
struction ofone micro earth
dam, one livestock pond, six
direct pumping facilities, five
tube wells and water pumps,
20 wash boreholes and
pumps, four cooling shades,
three rural markets and 16
kilometre feeder roads.

He also announced the
distribution of N5.5 million
as soft loans to ten different
associations.

He said the loan was pro-
vided by the federal, state and
the affeated local government
areas as well as the Islamic
Development Bank Jumbo
however maintained that
the N81 million interven-
tion was provided by the IDB
aloneandwasnotaloan. The
state Commissioner for Agri-
culture Alhaji Musa Maina
Dumburi who commended
the IDB for the gesture urged
the benefitting communities
to make good use ofthe facili-
tiesand empower themselves.
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Bauchi NULGE calls off strike

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE Bauchi State chapter ofthe Nigerian Union
of Local Government Employees (NULGE) has
called offthe strike it started Thursday to protest
the state governmentsappointment oftreasurers
for the 20 local government councils.

The state government had last month
appointed treasurers for the 20 local government
councils from the state civil service, an action

NULGE objected to and gave the government
a two- week ultimatum to rescind its decision.
The ultimatum expired Thursday and the union
started the strike. But the government; invited
officials ofthe union for negotiations and on Fri-
day, agreed to rescind its decision which led to
the suspension of the strike. Addressing news-
men shortly after the agreement was reached, the
states Head of Service Alhaji Ibrahim Abdulka-
dir said government appointed the treasurers

in the interest of the state, not for any hidden
agenda. He said after listening to NULGE, the
two parties agreed that the appointments and
postings be withdrawn and that the Local Gov-
ernment Service Commission should recruit the
treasurers. The state Chairman of NULGE Com-
rade Adamu Mudi who called on his members
to return to work said the union objected to the
appointment because due process was not fol-
lowed.

Military pensioners caution board against impostors

From Ruqayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

THE Kano State chapter of Retired Army,
Navy and Airforce Officers Club of Nigeria
(RANAO) has cautioned the Military Pen-
sions Board against fake pensioners when

implementing the 2003 and 2007 increments
for ex-service men.

Speaking with Daily Trust on behalfofthe
club in Kano yesterday, the groups Public-
ity Officer retired Captain Yusuf Abdulmalik
advised that the records ofthe 2009 verification

exercise be used in paying the arrears.
Abdulmalik said the ex-service men were
happy with the Federal Government for captur-
ing the 2003 and 2007 increments in the 2010
budget. He urged the government to release the
funds so that payment could commence..

Rivers names varsity after late ambassador

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

THE Rivers State government has decided
to name the state University of Education,
Rumuolumeni (RSUOE) after the late Amb.
Ignatius Ajuru, saying it was their way of
thanking him for his contributions to the
development of education in the country.
Governor Amaechi disclosed the decision
at the funeral service of late Chief Ajuru at
Alimini, Isiokpo, headquarters of Ikwerre

Local Government Area. Governor Amaechi
said he was personally touched by the death
of Chief Ajuru who he described as a man of
character and peace.

He noted that Chief Ajuru stood by him
throughout his struggle to actualize his man-
date when others abandoned him to his fate,
saying he was a dependable ally who stood for
what he believed. Governor Amaechi consoled
the family of the deceased and asked them to
take solace in the fact that he lived alife worthy

of emulation.

The Chairman of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Prince Vincent Ogbulafor said
Ajuru would be remembered for his good
services to the nation as Ambassador to Gabon
and Ukraine, and as member ofthe Peace and
Reconciliation Committee. He prayed God to
give the family the fortitude to bear the loss.
It would be recalled that late Chief Ignatius
Ajuru was murdered on December 20, 2009
at Obehie, Abia State.



Fuel scarcity a
national shame -FG

AS if they have not said that
before! What I expected him to
say is that they have failed once
again and for that reason he will
tender his; every other things has
been said 0j?8r and again.

Aji Isuwa Suleiman

suleimanaji@yahoo.com

(o)

I am really highly impressed
with the way the government took
this issue of fuel scarcity seriously.
This is a welcome development.
My suggestion is that this mat-
ter should not be only discussed
in meetings and everybody walks
away. It should be put into practice
for us to believe in what the gov-
ernment is saying about the issue
of fuel shortage in the Nigeria.

Abubakar Ghika Maru

abubakarsuleiman2009@yahoo.com

Isitnow he istalking ofshame?
Where was he when Mrs. Clinton
made the same observation about
our beautiful country lacking in
purposeful leadership? I think it
is better to look for the bold way
out rather than engaging in dou-
ble talk on this issue.

Aboki

agaboki@yahoo. co.nz

CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido

CBN issues fresh
guidelines to
banks on lending

...A good way forward. Banks
should reciprocate this gesture
from the government by being
more sensitive to the needs ofthe
people like supporting Agricul-
ture, Health, Education, Trans-
portation and power. Tax-payers
money is being used to support
them at this time that they need
it direly.

Mohammad Lawal Shuaib

smohammactlawal @yahoo. co.uk

This isgreat. Thank you for lay-
ing the foundation and financial
infrastructure for Nigeria’s eco-
nomic growth. We have paid too
much lip service in the past and
thereby enthroned financial ter-
rorism and executive 419.

...Once again well done. Eve-
rybody cannotbe the president of
Nigeriabutwe can alldo ourbitin
our small space.

Chris Ogbekhiulu

krisogbe@hotmail.com
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Budget:'Yar'adua's signature
— was forged’

PRESIDENT Umaru Yar'adua

I hate to believe that the President’s
signature was forged. | am trying
as much as possible to suspend my
imaginationthatthis could happen.
No please, not at that level. | have
always believed that the manage-
ment ofinformation regarding our
president’ ill health has been very
poor. This has lead to wild specula-
tion and cheap blackmail.

Ibrahim Auwalu

ibrauwal @yahoo. com

My fellow compatriots please
hear me well: Nigeria is ruled by a
gang. Remember that even the way
Yar’aduawas “elected” was dubious,
soto forgethe signature ofthe Pres-
ident is not hard to imagine. Why
is Kazaure asking that die person
who is contesting should verify?
Is the budget signing not usually
a ceremonious event? Where did
he sign? Who was there, when and
why? Why wasnt there a camera
at the very least, so as to dispel all
these questions and allegations?
May Allah heal Mr. President.

Engr. Baba Shehu

bashehu@yahoo.com

Where exactly are we heading to
in this country? It is very pathetic
that the citizens of this country
have got no faith in her leadership.

Where will 8HF SAVIBUR e8me

from in the midst of this chaos.
Only God will help us.

Dumebi

dumezbi@gmail.com

Who signed or who can sign
the supplementary budget is not
the Nigerians problem. What is
of importance to us is what will
improve our lives.

Mohammed G. Ribah

mgribana@yahoo. co.uk

Whatisallthe hide and seekthat
the government is playing with the
citizens ofthis country? Ifthe pres-
ident is incapacitated they should
say so. After allhe isahuman being
like any other person. Please let
the leaders do the right thing and
let us move on. This is a new year
and we should not allow the prob-
lems oflast year to spill into it. We
are only ridiculing ourselves before
the whole world.

Samira

sdegoshie@yahoo.com

We the masses have the right to
know our president health condi-
tion. Look at Cuba - a commu-
nist, not a democratic state - they
showed a video footage of Castro
on his sickbed; the military govern-
ment of Guinea has also said their
president cannot be in office soon.

For God’s sake why not Nigeria?
Awwal Kako
kakoledeon@yahoo.com

I only have a question to ask: Is
President Yaradua still alive? Please
prove it.

Silver

blackprince6767@yahoo.com

I think there are two ways of
solving this issue. The president
should himselfaddress the country
and confirm publiclythat he signed
the budget or those that said it was
forged should prove it. What we are
interested in as Nigerians has noth-
ing to do with the grudge between
the political elite.

Please let us be.

Ifeyinwa Ochife

send2ify@yahoo.com

I think what the CNPP Lawyer
is saying is right. Why would the
Political class treat Nigeria so low
by taking such a vital document to
.aforeign land? This has never hap-
pened in any country in the world.
Nigeria is not setting good records.
If Yartlua respects the law as he
preaches, he should write to the
House that he is on medical leave
and Jonathan should take over
pending when he comesback from
his trip. We should stop deceiving
ourselves. | hope to see Him (the
President) backwelland sound, but
when he comes back, he should go
and rest. He has tried.

Omovie

james.cal56@yahoo.ca

How canwebelieve that the pres-
ident who is on a sick bed signed
the supplementary budget himself,
when Nigerians dont even know
where he is hospitalized and the
hospitals claim that the president
is not with them? Please, Mr. Vice
President tell us the truth behind

He signarre before the general

public start losing faith in govern-
ment officials.
Abubakar
bakarchg@hotmail.com

They scanned and pasted the
signature on the supplemen-
tary budget and told us that the
President “has signed”! All those
involved must be charged for
e-crimeaild ‘yahoo-yahoo!

Eletta

bolajieletta@yahoo.com

Even without Yartlua, we can
make it.

Umaru Marusman

umarumarusman@yahoo.com

Ifthere is this serious allegation
of forgery of Mr President’s signa-
ture, itisnotthe Vice Presidentwho
should confirm but Mr President
himself, since there are claims that
he spoke with the Vice President
and Senate President.

This isvery ridiculous. A presi-
dent is sick and people are playing
politics with it just because some
of them somewhere stand to gain
financially. Yet in every corner of
this country* there i*a mosque or
church.

Muntuwa Gabbail

dan_anita2008@yahoo.com

It is said “He who asserts, must
prove” It is now left for those con-
templating that the Presidents sig-
nature was forged to prove their
case with clear evidence.

YusufMohammed Abubakar

bigdonmachas@yahoo.com

Politics aside, | dont think it
really matters who signed and who
did not. Itwill be of greater benefit
ifyou devote this attention towards
the proper implementation of the
budget.

Kamal Babangida

kamalbj82@yahoo.co.uk

Yemeni qovt says: Al-Qaeda got Farouk in UK

THE U.S did not say that Nigeria
is a terrorist country. Even the
other nations listed under the
“extra scrutiny” profile were not
termed terrorists as such. It is
simply that the U.S is not satis-
fied with the security measures
and processes at our airports. On
account ofthat, therefore, Nigeri-
ans travelling to the U.S will face
extra searches.

This may be for U.Ssdomestic
reasons and partly because U. F
AbdulMutallab is a Nigerian and
transited from Nigeria. Other rea-
sons include the apparent denial
ofthe young man by our govern-
ment. No one recognized him and
the agony his family faces. Not
one Nigerian official thought of

provﬂiiﬁg*tﬂ?e suspect WWH Yé/g%ll
counsel as abona-fide Nigerian.
On top of that the U.S knew that
their government gave us four full
body scanners and apparently,
these scanners were used only
by the NDLEA and there was no
acknowledgement of that!

| believe the U.S is right. We
should look in and put our house
in order for the rest of the world
to have confidence in us.

Muhammad Nalya

naiyamd@yahoo.com

This avoidable incident would
have been nipped in the bud had
America acted on the complaints

of the father of thie de¢twsed Nige
rian. Thisisapointer that Nigeria

UMAR Farouk AbdulMutallab

does not in any way support or
condone terrorism. It is there-
fore unfair and disturbing to use

label a country of 150 million as a

terrorist natien. Citizens ef other
countries, including Americans
and Britons, have been arrested
for grievous offences around the
world, and only such individuals
have been held accountable. Why
should the entire population of
Nigeriabe made to bear the brunt
of America’s security lapse capi-
talized upon by the al-Qaeda and
executed by avulnerable Nigeria?
Dola Martins
dolamartins@yahoo.com

Whether Faruk was linked with
Al-Qaeda in London or Yemen is
not the case now. All we are pray-
ing for is for justice to be done.

Yahaya Ibn Idris Abu

ibnidrees@gmail. com
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By Uche Anichukwu

Dear brother Obama, think again

G reetings from Nigeria.
I hope your family and
Gods own people are
enjoying the winter?

We currently have
hamattan - the closest to winter we
have in Nigeria. It usually falls into the
Sallah, Christmas, and New Year holi-
days. It should have been cold, breezy,
and enjoyable. Mark mywords, “should
have been”. It really was, but that was
until our countryman, your fellow
African, Faruk Mutallab attempted to
unleash a horrid terror mankind, not
just the US. I am sure you must have
seen many African-Americans, fellow
Africans, even Nigerians, and many
Moslems on the flight manifest.

But the background of the would-
have-been victims wouldn’t have made
any difference to an average Nigerian.
Aah!You attended any African burial?
You would have noticed we love even
our enemigs at death; and sometimes,

lamsureyou st

wm - haesennay A
i canAencans, fellow
111 - -

i Afncas onthefligt

enifest

we literally cry even more than the
bereaved. Youwould have noticed that
just like John Donne, we feel dimin-
ished by any man’s death; that we never
tend to know for whom the bell tolls,
asitis seen too tall for all. But at least |
am sureyou are very much aware ofthe
opprobrium that greeted and still trails
Faruk’salleged intents. It has been one
of those few incidents that all levels
of governments, political parties and
actors in Nigeria, irrespective of their
ethnicity and faith are united in their
opinions. The Nigerian press too has

been so unsparing in pounding Faruk’
alleged conduct.

B ut dear Big Brother, that is
exactly one of the points that
have been missed by your

administration in handling the Farouk

matter. Faruk had long been lost to this
nation. He isbiologically Nigerian, but
socially alien. I dare say, even if only
to reiterate mummy Dora Akunyili’s
assertion, that Faruk acted outside
of Nigerian influence and character.
Faruk could not have imbibed suicidal
instincts in Nigeria. Human blood is
one thing an average Nigerian is nur-
tured to hold sacred. Thank God for
my late headmaster-father and also for
my retired teacher-mother. They sure
didnt accumulate millions of naira
for us, but they thought us, among
others, that agood name isbetter than
silver and gold; that human blood is
and must be held sacred; and to love
our neighbours like ourselves. Grow-
ing up in my village was interesting.

A typical African parentwould be the

rirst to blow the whisde on a childs

bad tendencies. That was exactly what

Alhaji Mutallab, Faruk’ father did by

reporting to the US Embassy, a vital

piece of information which, as you
rightly admitted, your security net-
work didnt handle properly. But our

parents needn’t be there round the
clock for us to be disciplined. Even a
total stranger who saw a child mis-
behave would simply cut a cane from
a nearby tree and flog the nuisance
out of the errant childs head and the
childs parents would be the happier
for it. Unfortunately, Faruk grew up
mostly in an environment where cor-
poral punishment is anathema; he later
drifted into wrong hands in territories
of misguided religious zealots.

Our ethno-religious riots and the
killings that result? Unfortunate! But
note, people only get killed in such
mayhems; none would commit sui-
cide. An average Nigerian savours life.
We all believe in heaven, but would
be happier to be captured alive, like
Elijah, than to die before heading
there. A Nigerian may not have the
good things oflife you take for granted
in Gods Own Country, but prefers to
hope and pray. Big Brother, you may
readily point to so many instances of
commercialised kidnapping, armed
robbery, oil bunkering and militancy
in the Niger Delta, advance fee fraud,
drug peddling, political assassinations,
etc.

| ndeed, there are deviants. | don't
want to dwell on the fact that
such unscrupulous elements are
not restricted to Nigeria or that even
Gods Own Country is not immune
from such elements. Highly condem-
nable as these crimes may be, though,
ifyou look closely, you would see these
are crimes people engage in with the
hope ofgoing scot-free and benefitting
from them. But if Faruks bomb deto-
nated successfully, he would have been
the first to be splintered into pieces. A
Faruk with a typical Nigerian mental-
itywould not have embarked on amis-
sion he knew he would not live to enjoy
the proceeds- filthy though it is.
Brother, these are exacdy why we
were shocked over your decision to
listus among “countries of interest”in
your ‘“terror watch™ Yes, we knew you
were going to react to Faruks clearly
un-Nigerian act, and justifiably so.
You have the duty to protect the life
and interest ofthe US and its citizens.
But to put Nigeria in the same basket
as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, Soma-
lia etc, is, to say the least, highhanded,
humiliating, and an unfair payback
to the Nigerians who have all risen
in condemnation of Faruk’s action.
Imagine the psychological impact of
being singled out for unsavoury spe-
cial treatment at airports and of stran-
gers giggling inwardly as they watch on
their monitors, the nakedness ofevery
Nigerian passing through the full body
scanners that are now being installed
as per your directive. Imagine what
trauma it would mean for my one-
month-old son growing up to learn
that he was already classified with cit-
izens ofnations where bomb-carrying
isthe norm and dangerous arms and
ammunitions are auctioned like fairly
used wears at a Nigerian “bend-down-
boutique” for a crime his parents and
grand parents would not commit even
at gunpoint.
Your brother, Uche Anichukwu,
ucheanichukwu@yahoo.com

OPINION

By Hajiyayye Liman

Of campaign slogans

n agood day, we make it
to Daura in four hours

from Kaduna.
This Saturday
morning, to make it
in time for a wedding however, we
decided to start earlier than usual.
We were all in the car by 6, and ready
to go. The town was just waking up
when we left Kaduna. Because none
ofus was an early bird, except for the
driver, we all snuggled to the corner of
our seats, trying to be as comfortable
as possible to catch some more sleep.

Those that could went back con-
veniently as soon aswe took offwhile |
struggled, without succeeding, tojoin
them. I looked through the window
and watched the scenery, bill boards,
cars and mai kosai (bean cake fryer)
on the road side. These scenes were
similar as we passed from unguwa
(ward) to Unguwa’on our way out of
Kaduna.

Being in a democratic dispensa-
tion, another common feature was
how billboards, road signs and sides
were adorned with posters of politi-
cians pasted over them or paint used
to scrawl their names over any surface.

Hajo, who was accompanying me
on this trip, it seemed, was also hav-
ing trouble going back to sleep. And |
remarked, “ it appeared most ofthese
politicians have names, special names
their followers coin either to praise
them, humour them or just to blow
their masters’ trumpets” Talking of
blowing trumpets, | noticed a shrewd
poster that read “Waye?/” (Who is

it?!), a top the person’ picture, the
answer followed beneath it, “Waziri
nel” (it is Waziri). ‘Sai maigaskiya!”
referring to the reputed disciplinarian
and trustworthy former Head of State.

H ajo agreed and added “it is
like politics has always been
with such names and tags”

She had come across quite a few of

»those names while reading Mallam

Tanko Yakasais autobiography. “Yeah”

I answered. “It was there one comes

across one of his contemporaries, the

late Mallam Mudi Spikin and imag-
ined him an orator. We came acros§

“Uba Hitla” (Hitler) and imagined

him stern and firm. | hear there is

Uba “leader”. We then had the great

Gambo Sawaba who had the party$

slogan attached to her name till she

breathed her last. Even party thugs
were not left out, thus, one came up as

‘Barau kwallon shege!”(Barau rascal)

During campaigns, on any clear
wall youl see someone paint ‘Sai
somebody” in praise or hope for
his- hero% victory. WeVve (seen an

Igho, Yoruba and Hausa Yerima

depicted on rocks and walls. Painted

are names such as ‘Mairago!” Has-
sana exclaimed. Our discussion had
woken her up. Mairago was a politi-
cian reputed to be generous in giving
out gifts oframs. “Kama kasa!’; obvi-
ously not grounded enough for the
SAK (Shekarau, a kori Kwankwaso)
whirlwind. ‘Sai Mikati’; with whom
you cant miss the algibla (kaaba
direction); ‘SaiBaba mai mangwaro”;
the wise one who gave out mangoes
instead of cash. “Sai general” for the
numerous soldiers transforming to
civilians just to lead us; ‘sai Mallam”;
‘8ai Sas”; ‘ai Gas’; ‘sai Bullet”, ‘Sai
Mama’ We kept reeling such names
offour heads, of course, each with an
accompanying anecdote.

Hajos favourite was ‘Piapia” With
him,jill contenders are cockroaches;
onie hes out, it5 all over for them.
Hassana told us of ‘Namaliya”who
is going to flow everywhere with his
good work | hoped, otherwise ‘za&a
sha mopping! “ (We’ll mop till we
drop!). | had just closed my mouth
when Murtala, who was driving,
chipped in, by observing that “Namal-
iya”eventually had a contender for his
seat called ‘Bakan gizo” (rainbow).
How apt, | thought.

‘Daram!”Hajo started and ‘Dam!
Dam!”we completed it for her; this
surely was for a sitting governor” No
shaking”!

“Sai Giant!” was the last we saw
before leaving Kaduna, so you can
imagine our amazement at seeing
‘8ai little!” as we entered Kano. How
ironic, “little” a tumbin giwa?’Hajo
asked. ‘Dan hakin da ka raina...” |
swiftly cautionedlher.

A s we drove on, a story was
told of how in Daura, a light
skinned gentleman had been

our representative and his followers

had gone round chanting ‘Sai mai
kyau’l (handsome). And for four
years we had ‘mai kyaurepresenting
us. And that was the “reign” of mai
kyau! When it was time for re-elec-
tion a dark skinned fellow contested
and some mischievous supporters
changed the slogan to ‘ba ma son ci
ka ruga, (an expression akin to hit and
run), because ‘mai kyau”-was hardly
visiting his constituency. ‘Saihorror’

And for another term of four years,

“horror” went on to represent us and

so literarily would that be the "reign”

ofhorror? I asked.

We were now approaching
Karkarku (K3) and noticed a lot of
cars, a collection of people, shouting,
singing, hanging from doors and win-
dows of cars and buses. “Politicians”!
Murtala said. They had posters on
their doors Sai Kosasshe!’they were
shouting; we looked at each other
and burst into laughter. It was like it
had been stage-managed specially for
us. ‘Sai Kosasshe!”we kept hearing
from all angles, some in true Daura
parlance shouted “hey Kohyahhe!”’As
we passed by his car, | couldn resist,
a peep: lo and behold! Kosasshe truly
looked like ‘4 kosheyake™or rather ‘a
Koheyake!\ Well fed).

Liman is 0f86 Katuru Road, U/
Sarki GRA, Kaduna {maumarzuq@
yahoo.com)
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Your Letters

Is Faruk
Mutallab a
terrorist?

F aruk Mutallab is now a
household name inter-
nationally. He is being
accused of attempting to

blow up an American passenger

aircraft last Christmas. Most of
our commentators have already
written to condemn his action,
that what he did was not in our
character, but alas! nobody cared

Textuson ...

Gov Danbaba Suntai
PROTECTION oflivesand prop-
erties ofyour people isone ofcar-
dinal focus of government. That
was why, right from inception of
your administration, you said No
to political thuggish conduct. But
I wonderwhy some LG Chairmen
are using thugs to achieve their
aims and your government sit
by and watch; please take action
now.

AMINUMayos, 08033985279.

Rebrand medical Sector

OUR hospitals are a death zone;
rather than providing medical
services, the personnel never
show sympathy for their patients.
All they are after is money, not 2
save peoples lives, as if they are
not human. Their attitude brings
death to thousand Nigerians every
day, who otherwise would have
survived. Government should do
something on this to save the lives

to ask this simple question; is
Faruk a terrorist, what is terror-
ism; what causes it...?

To the best of my knowledge,
the term "terrorism” has a con-
flicting characterization, or rather
undefined. Logicians argue that
one cannot pass a judgment on
something unless one has a clear
conception of it, because the
unknown and undefined can-
not be judged. | always wonder
why the then Soviet union, for
instance, views Palestinian vio-
lence as legitimate armed strug-
gle, but Afghan resistance as ter-
rorism. United States on the other

1 8000 30

ofher citizens.
HARUN A. Imam, Malali,
Kaduna, 08038226335.

Dead or alive

NIGERIANS have the right to demand
and be told what the present condition
ofPresident Yaradua is. This 40-some-
thing days ofdribbling us has gone too
far; we are not kids please.
07060557816.

Where are the 'news breakers'?
CNN, BBC, VOA, Al-Jazeera, Sky
news, etc; no breaking news on
the health of President Yaradua?
08032889621.

Out of character

THE attack on Togosnational team
to the Nations’ Cup tournament in
Angolaisadisgrace to Africa. South
Africa should take care it does not
spill over to the Mundial there.
ALIYU Sani Kurmawa, Kano,
08029035374.

hand describes Afghan violence
as legitimate armed struggle, but
condemns Palestinian resistance
as terrorism.

| came to realize that different
states or individuals use differ-
ent terminologies to describe the
same acts and actors of violence.
Labels now become weapons to
influence and even manipulate
domestic and international public
opinion. Therefore, let us have an
objective definition of terrorism
before we call Faruk a terrorist.

Ahmed Rasheed Makarfi, 3,
Tudutt Wada Makarfi. Kaduna
state.

Aword for Sardaunan Kano
MALAM Shekarau should please
suspend his presidential ambi-
tion, and pave way for the man
who is the only one capable of
tackling of Nigeria’s current tra-
vails: Gen. Moht Buhari. Support
him as he supported Shekarau in
2003.

ABUBAKAR Garba, A.T.B.U
Bauchi, 07067806861.

Wrong

| disagree with the notion that
the USwas rightto listNigeria
as a den of terrorists. On the
contrary, the US is the no.l
terrorist nation considering
its atrocities in Vietnam, Gra-
nada, Libya. Iran, lIraq, etc.
W hat happened was a policy
failure, not a system failure
as Obama wants the world to
believe.

M.  Gujbawu,
08036060568.

Maiduguri,
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By Suraj Oyewale

Faruk: What a message!

T he bloody Ekiti re-run, the Boko Haram, Hurricane
Sanusi, the Eagles-inflicted national hypertension,
the exit of Gani, a President-at-large, we thought we
had seen it all and had started taking stock for the
better-wished-away 2009, few days to its end.

But alas, we had not seen anything! Suddenly came the
botched Fahrenheit 12/25, sparked by enfant terrible Faruk
Umar Abdul Mutallab, son of wealthy banker and immediate
past Chairman of First Bank of Nigeria Pic, Dr. Umaru Abdul
Mutallab.

For the wrong of reasons, Faruk put Nigeriasname in global
limelight, the level of which only our football has been close
to fetching us. Now being described as the ‘Nigerian terrorist;
‘Nigerian failed bomber; ‘Nigerian terror bomber” and other
nomenclatures, the 23-year-old Engineering graduate of the
prestigious University College, London, suddenly became the
8th most searched name on Google and overtook the likes of
Kanu Nwankwo, JJ Okocha, Wole Soyinka as the most popular
Nigerian ever. What a sad way to earn popularity.

Faruk Mutallab’s case is very saddening and as a Muslim
myself, it beats my wildest imagination Jqw such ayoung man
could do that. From the internet postings of Faruk and what
family members, friends, school mates in Lome and London, and
people that know him in Kaduna have said of him, Farouk’ case
ispurely a case of misguidance and overzealousness.

Here is a young man that has everything one would crave
for - wealthy family, best ofeducation and above all, good looks.
Most silver spoons have the tendency to misbehave, with wom-
anizing and drug addiction their common transgressions. For
this reason, | personally admire young children ofthe rich that
try to toe the path of piety and religion in the face of intoxicating
family affluence. Rather than flashing around his parent’s posh
cars in the streets of Abuja, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina and even
London, as is common with silverspoons up there, Farouk took
to religion at an early stage of his life, trying as much as possible
to avoid women, partying, clubbing and socializing within limits.
These are good deeds ordinarily untypical ofwards of the super
rich, but doing so without guidance, the young man easily fell
prey ofreligious zealots and went into the extreme. What a pity!

I read ThisDays3 Yusuph Olaniyonu’s New Year’s Day column,
and these statements almost got me crying for Faruk: “...after
reviewing the portrait of Abdulfarouk which has emergedfrom
information sofar pieced together about theyoung man)| became
convinced that he is brilliant, well behaved, quiet and,serious
minded........ he was interested in his religion but lacked proper
guidance” After reading Faruksinternet postings, this is exactly
my own thoughts too on Faruk. Unfortunately that misguidance
has taken him to the peak of ignominy.

I am not an Islamic scholar, but | have read the whole Qurian
and authentic Islamic texts several times; and | have never come
across a passage where killing innocent souls or oneselfis sanc-
tioned in Islam. If anything, both are strongly condemned in
Quran and Hadiths. It therefore worries me when some of my
Muslim brothers perpetrate such fiendish acts in the name of
Islam.

Granted that the United States may not be the best of our
friends in terms of policies and actions, especially with the sup-
port for Israel over Palestine and the unjust invasion of some
Muslimterritories, I honestly believe some ofus Muslims overdo
the resentment for United States. Yes, innocent lives may have
been killed by American troops in Islamic nations, that, to me, is
still not a justification for suicide bombing or any other form of
exterminating innocent lives. In Islam, methodology is asimpor-
tant as intention. A well-intentioned action may be spoilt by
wrong methodology. Pray, were the 278 Delta airline passengers
and thel 1crewmembers the ones guilty of oppressing Muslims?

There are millions of Muslims in America, some citizens,
some foreigners. Tens of Muslims have been elected or appointed
into government positions in America. Current President Barack
Obama has, through his actions and speeches, shown that he is
also a friend ofthe Muslims, despite the risks that come with that
in American politics. What more!

I congratulate the American government for the averting
ofwhat could have been a sad reminder 0f9/11,1rejoice with
the 278 passengers and 11 crew members ofthe Detroit -bound
Delta airliner for being alive to tell their story, | pity Faruk for
being misled into such dastardly act, | sympathize with the Abdul
Mutallab family, I empathize with the government and good peo-
ple of Nigeria for this global opprobrium we are currently facing
courtesy of Faruk’s misguided act, and lastly, | sympathize with
the good Muslims across the globe as we prepare for a renewed
FYM(Flying While Muslim).

Oyewale wrotefrom Dideolu Estate, offLigali Ayorinde
Street, Victoria Island.
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New policy on mobile

phone SIM cards
T he Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) last
month announced that new subscribers in the nation’s
mobile telephone system must be registered before their
subscriber identification module (SIM) cards can he acti-
vated. According to a statement by the NCC, the new rules
will take effect from March 1,2010. The Commission’ statement pro-
vided no reasons why it is taking the measure at this time in the global
system for mobile (GSM) communication that has been in operation
without the rules since inception in 2001. It only stated that it was exer-
cising its powers to do so under the Nigerian Communications Act
(NCA) 2003.

Itassured all the relevant stakeholders that arrangements had been
concluded for the commencement of registration ofall SIM card hold-
ers in Nigeria as from that date. According to the NCC, new subscrib-
ers who are required to register their SIM Cards must produce valid
identification documents for the process to be concluded. These must
be one of the following: e- passport; corporate/company or workplace
identity card that has pension identification /tax numbers, etc.; student
ID cards from a recognized institution; a driver’ license issued by the
Federal Road Safety Commission; e-tax card.

It added that the registration process would include the capture of
the photograph and biometrics of the subscriber. Proxy registration
would be restricted to the direct family members of persons seeking
registration. Itisamazing that the legal framework ofthe NCA did not
include provision requiring the registration of subscribers and SIM
cards before licences were issued to the service providers in the first
place. The government and the communication policyplanners should
have recognized such a necessity. However, wethink that this new meas-
ure, though late in coming, is a welcome development.

Given the phenomenal increase in the subscriber bases of the GSM
service providers in the country, the security implications of allowing
the status quo to persist become clear. Although there are privacy issues
thatmay be involved, we hope that the NCAwill be amended to address
them. It is common practice, especially among unscrupulous persons,
to buy a SIM card at any corner shop or bus stop, use it achieve some
nefarious acts, and then discard the card, without fear of being traced
ortraceable. We have seen how kidnappers, for instance, frequently use
mobile phones to lure their victims and conduct ransom negotiations.
Unmasking such criminals has thus been difficult task for the security
agencies when the SIM cards used in the phones are not registered.

Even in countries with more advanced technology like the United
States and Britain, and with vast populations like India, SIM cards are
not on sale on demand as they are here in Nigeria.

I nthose countries, with little variations in each of them, potential
subscribers must produce identification documents and register
with the internal security departments before they can purchase

and activate their telephone numbers. That way, whatever goes wrong
increases the possibility oflocating the probable source ofthe problem.
The NCC should intensify its enlightenment campaign programme to
educate Nigerians about the importance of the SIM card registration
exercise. It should also introduce proposals to amend the NCC Act to
guarantee that the privacy of subscribers will not be compromised,
and that information provided during the registration exercise would
not be used unfairly to their disadvantage, unless through the interven-
tion ofthe courts and only for law-enforcement purposes. We note that
the NCC statement was not clear about how to encourage existing SIM
card holders to be part of the registration exercise. However, in order
to assure that it succeeds, we suggest that the various service providers
should be asked to encourage their subscribers to register existing SIM
cards online, provided they comply with the requirement to produce
authentic identification documents.

We observe also that the National ID card is missing from among
the NCC requirement for valid documentation for the registration exer-
cise. Isthe National ID card not recognized for this purpose? The NCC
should clear the air on this. The exercise isagood programme that we
recomme«id subscribers cooperate with in order to make it a success.
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Nigeria's lost decade

Gain time, Gain Life, Whatgreater
time than loss oftime?

T he time honoured
thought has it that
Time is money. The
earlier known cita-
tion was credited to
Benjamin Franklin in mid 18th
century, precisely 1748. But in
ancient civilizations, the proverb
about the value of time is long
dated. Owuro lojo, (procrastination
is test of time!), goes the Yoruba
version. Students of economic
history can even appreciate the
significance of time as money bet-
ter: when monetarization ofvalue
from a days work at a spinning
mill, to say a sexual act at-you-
guess-where was reduced to one
common denominator: money!
So if time was money, time was
obviously everything. Today, the
true measure of the strength and
weaknesses of nation-states is
DEVELOPMENT. Unarguably
time equals development. Indeed
and in truth, Time is Development.
Conversely lack of (or mis-use of
time) equals underdevelopment.
By all account, Nigeria regrettably
lost the last decade (1999-2009)
to poor governance, mass factory
closures, underdevelopment, cor-
ruption and mass poverty and now
terrorism smear. Development in
real terms of capacity utilization,
mass employment and value addi-
tion eluded Nigeria in the past dec-
ade. With persistent power failure,
non-realization of modest target
of 6000 mega watts and belated
official apology, divestment and
investment relocation to Ghana
and Angola, achievements in the
last decade fall unpardonably
bellow huge resources officially
appropriated for development
which did not take place.

T he urgent challenge today is
how Nigeria and'Nigerians
mustwin this decade (2010-

2020), At the recent 80th birthday

celebration of the Ooni, Oba Siju-

wade, the Primate of the Anglican

Communion, Most Rev. Peter

Jasper Akinola spoke the mind of

development conscious Nigerians

when he hit hard at non-perform-
ing office holders who came three
hours late to an anniversary. He
reportedly told a stunned congre-
gation that “politicians who pilfer
thenationsresources while major-
ity of Nigerians were still wallow-
ing in poverty will suffer for it,
including their children up to the
fourth generation.” Well said! But
even at that, if the Ife guests had
been punctual at that singular
function, that gathering was far
from being about national devel-
opment agenda. Almost the same
time in honour of Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan,

President of the United Arab

Emirates Dubai promptly gath-

ered the whole world at the daz-

zling launch ofthe $1.5 billion Burj

Dubai, known as Burj Khalifa! The

launch was intended to be the lat-

est grand statement announcing

Dubai’ further emergence on to

the world stage. That building

started from 2004 and finished
in 2010, less than a decade. In

Issa Aremu, m ni

* issaaremu@yahoo.com

Nigeria we assume notoriety for
wasteful outlandish private wed-
dings, funerals, chieftaincy tittles
auctions and all that are private
vanities. We are commonwealth
shy and development blind.

Ten years is significant in the
life ofany serious nation. The first
UN Development Decade was
launched by the General Assem-
bly in December 1961. It called
on all member states to intensify
their efforts to mobilize support
for measures required to acceler-
ate progress toward self-sustain-
ing economic growth and social
advancement in the developing
countries. With each developing
country setting its own target,
the objective would be a mini-

progress and development.

Until recently, time was of
essence in Nigerias governance
and development. The struggle
for independence decisively took
place within a decade between
1940% to 1950%. In between this
short span, Nigeria produced three
constitutions which eventually led
to independence in 1960. Itisasad
commentary.50 years after inde-
pendence, the country’ political
class lacked the necessary consen-
sus to implement 1999 constitu-
tion to the letter much less suc-
cessfully amend the constitution.
The first decade after independ-
ence would go down as the dec-
ade ofunprecedented growth and
development. Until the unfortu-
nate military intervention in 1966,
three regional governments as well
as the central government led by
Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa had

INNigeriawe assune notoriety for

waesteful cutlandish privete weddings,
furerals, dhieftaincytittles auctios addll
thet are privatevanities. \\éare
commonwealth shyand developrent dlind

mum annual growth rate 0f5% in
aggregate national income by the
end of the decade. It took a dec-
ade for both Europe and America
to move from agrarian society
to industrial economy through
industrial revolution of the 18th
century. Ittook the defunct Soviet
Union to record a revolution
which dramatically transformed
a miserable poor agrarian Rus-
sia into an industrialized power.
In japan the great Meiji restora-
tion took place within a decade
to transform Japan to sustain-
able development and progress
by 1905. Within ten years, Nelson
Mandela and his compatriots in
African nation congress (ANC)
ably planted and germinated the
seed of destruction for apartheid
regime in South Africa through
historic resistance. Less than ten
years (1989- 1994), Nelson Man-
dela with other political prison-
ers were released (1990) after 27
years of unjust incarceration/
imprisonment. Within five year
period, obnoxious and notorious
anti apartheid laws, namely 1913
and 1936, Land Act, Group Area
Acts, Population Registration Act
and Separate Amenities Act were
abrogated. Within five years the
historic negotiations between the
white apartheid minority regime
and ANC majority were con-
cluded with an interim constitu-
tion that produced democratically
elected Nelson Mandelain 1994 as
the President. Between 1994 and
2009, a decade plus, South Africa
has emerged as a democratic and
non-racially reconciled country
with aglobal dividend to host the
prestigious 2010 FIFA tourna-
ment.

A decade cagnot therefore
be overstated in the life of a
nation serious and committed to

laid solid foundation for Nigeria
industrial development with
unprecedented consistent growth
rate of 12%, that beat the UN target
rate. The first, second and third
development plans, established
industrial estates, first generation
universities and diversified econ-
omy. Nigeiia was plunged into
unfortunate.civil war in which as
many as one million died. But after
the war in 1970, Nigeria initiated
unprecedented reconciliation in
Africa, again less than a decade.
Muritala regime further dem-
onstrated that it is not how long
but how focused and purposeful.
That regime served for 7 months
that witnessed activist governance
strong leadership character and
the radical reforms in domestic
and foreign policies.

| t is what we have done

before. Nigeria must make

this decade a win-win one
with uninterrupted power sup-
ply, functional manufacturing
sector, uninterrupted university
calendar and full employment.
We already missed vision 2010,
we dare not lose out on vision
2020, again less than a decade
from today. Nelson Mandela in
2003 told South Africans atanni-
versary that ‘1t is now ten years
since the fall of apartheid gov-
ernment, and we cannot blame
apartheidfor being tardy. By this
stage we should have overcome
being late all the time”> Mandela’
admonition has proved useful for
South Africa. SA beats us to host
FIFA soccer tournament in 2010
(despite the historic fact that we
helped to liberate South Africa,
less than two decades ago). What
is good for South Africa is even
better for Nigeria, Time is devel-
opment.
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(lyan Birnin Magaji)

0 n behalf of myself, the entire staff, emirs and chiefs and local government
chairmen in Zamfara State, i wish to register our heartfelt condolences
over the death of the immediate past Commissioner, Ministry for Local

Government and Chieftaincy Affairs and Commissioner of Water Resources, Alhaji

Tukur Umar Dangaladima [lyan Birnin Magaji] to the Executive Governor of

Zamfara State, Alhaji Mahmud Aliyu Shinkafi, State Executive Council, family of the

deceased and the entire people of Birnin Magaji local government.

May Allah grant him Aljanna Firdausi, Ameen.

Signed by:

Commissioner Ministry for Local Government
and Chieftaincy Affairs, Gusau, Zamafara State
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Music stars
drum for
peace in
Sudan

DRUMMERS from Pink Floyd,
Radiohead and The Police joined
other musicians at the weekend to
drum for peace in Sudan as part
of an international campaign to
press world leaders to prevent
"more bloodshed in Africa’ larg-
est nation.

The Sudan 365 campaign calls
“on global leaders to take urgent
diplomatic action over the next
365 days to prevent all-out con-
flict returning to Sudan,” a state-
ment by the organisers said.

It came as Sudan quietly
marked the fifth anniversary of
the North-South Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) which
ended a devastating 22-year war
between majority Muslim north
Sudan and the mainly Christian
and animist south.

The CPA also paves the way
for Sudan to hold its first general
election in 24 years in April ahead
ofa key referendum on southern
independence in 2011. Celebrity
drummers took part in a “beat
for peace” film featuring adrum-
roll starting in the war-wracked
nation “and being picked up
and passed like a baton between
drummers in over 15 coun-
tries” —including Brazil, Egypt,
France, Japan, South Africa and
the United States.

The drummers included
Radioheads Phil Selway, Stew-
art Copeland of The Police, Nick
Mason of Pink Floyd, as well as
Egyptian musicians Yehia Khalil
and Mohammed Munirand Gha-
nas Mustapha Tettey Addy. Nine
organisations including Amnesty
International, Human
Watch and the US group Save
Darfur joined efforts to organ-
ise the campaign along with the
drummers.

In London, around 150 people
gathered outside Prime Minister
Gordon Browns Downing Street
office, drumming loudly and call-
ing for peace in Sudan. “l wanted
to be involved in this project
because | think music is such a
powerful way of bringing people
together,” Selway was quoted as
saying. “Hopefully this film will
show that together people can
make a huge noise and through
this film I hope people’sfocus will
be brought back to what is hap-
pening in the Sudan over this very
important next year,” Selway said.

Five years after the end of the
north*south civil war, the political
situation remains tense between
the two sides while south Sudan
continues to be rocked by blood-
shed and deadly tribal clashes.

The United Nations mission
in Sudan said on Saturday it was
concerned over a flare-up ofvio-
lence in southern Sudan that has
cost at least 150 lives over the past
two weeks, mosdy in inter-tribal
bloodshed.
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Angola: Cabinda separatistsays more attacks possible

A pro-independence leader in
northern Angola says the attack
on Togossoccer team on its way
to an international tournament
was sparked by frustration that
could lead to more violence.

In a telephone interview

yesterday, Tiburcio Tati Tchin-
gobo, minister of defense in the
self-declared Federal State of
Cabinda, denied responsibil-
ity for the January 8 shooting
that Killed an assistant coach
and spokesman for'the Togo-

THE attack took place in the oil-rich enclave of Ca in

Angola

lese team and the Angolan bus
driver. He says his group had
no objection to the African Cup
of Nations tournament, which
started later yesterday, but he
was concerned about possible
further attacks.

SHOCKED Togo players comfort eac ot er

attack on their bus

“The tournament can go on,
but we are worried about secu-
rity,” Tchingobo said.

Togo’s team said yesterday
they are withdrawing from the
tournament for security rea-
sons.

tert oody

Algerian security forces kill 10 militants

ALGERIAN security forces have
killed 10 Islamist rebels in an
ambush, state radio reported yes-
terday. The security forces, acting
on atip off, ambushed the insur-
gents at the weekend in the region

of M3ila, 400 km (250 miles) east
of Algiers, the radio report said.
It said that a “large quantity” of
weapons had been seized during
the operation.

Insurgents operating under

the name al Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb carry out sporadic
bombings and kidnappings in
Algeria, though the level of vio-
lence has subsided dramatically in
the past few years.

Officials say that they have
killed or captured hundreds of
the insurgents while many others
have been persuaded to lay down
their arms, leaving only a small
hardcore of active fighters
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Yemen ready to dialogue with al-Qaida

YEMEN'’S president said he is
ready to open a dialogue with al-
Qaida fighterswho lay down their
weapons and renounce violence,
despite US pressure to crack down
on the terror group.

The United States has com-
plained in the past that Yemen
struck deals with al-Qaida fight-
ers and freed them from prison
after they promised not to engage
in terrorism. Some later broke
those promises and are now.
believed to be active in al-Qaida’
offshoot in Yerhen.

President Ah Abdullah Saleh
vowed that his government is
‘determined to stand up to the
challenges” of al-Qaida and that

A member of the United Arab
Emirates ruling family being tried
in connection with the videotaped
beating of an Afghan man was
cleared of all charges yesterday.
Presiding judge Sheik Mubarak
al-Awad pronounced Sheik Issa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan “innocent”
ofall charges in a UAE criminal
court in the oasis city of AL Ain.

The case has drawn intense
scrutiny not only because Sheik
Issa is halfbrother of the Emirati
president, but also because the
graphic beating was videotaped.

The tape surfaced lastyear in a
U.S. lawsuit by Issa’s former busi-
ness associate, Texas businessman
Bassam Nabulsi. He is suing Issa
for millions of dollars he claimed
he was owed for various business
deals.

The tape shows a suspect,
identified as Issa, viciously beat-
ing a man said to be the Afghan
worker in an empty stretch of
the desert. The defense alleged
Nabulsi had the torture filmed in
order to blackmail Issa. The vic-
tim, identified as Afghani grain
dealer Mohammed Shapoor, sur-
vived the beatings.

The defense argued tljat Sheik
Issa was left disoriented and
impaired by a combination of
dozens ofdrugs, including medi-
cine for heart and back condi-
tions. The list of drugs was sub-
mitted to the court, but not made
public.

Last month, a forensics expert
put on the stand by the defense
testified that the mixture ofdrugs
could cause “anger, suicidal ten-

dencies, depression, aggression
and loss of memory.”

his security forces will track down
as many al-Qaida fighters as pos-
sible among those who refuse to
stop violence. But he left the door
open for negotiations.

“Dialogue is the best way ...
even with al-Qaida, if they set
aside their weapons and return
to reason,” he said in an interview
with Abu Dhabi TV aired at the
weekend. “We are ready to reach
(an) understanding with anyone
who renounces violence and ter-
rorism.”

The Obama administra-
tion says al-Qaida in Yemen has
become a global threat after it
allegedly plotted a failed attempt
to bomb a U.S. passenger jet on

Christmas Day.

Washington hgs dramati-
cally beefed up counterterrorism
funds and training for Yemen to
fight the terror group, and last
month Yemeni forces carried out
its heaviest strikes in years on al-
Qaida strongholds.

But Salehs government has
been weakened by the multiple
wars and crises in the impover-
ished, fragmented nation. Mis-
trust ofthe United States is wide-
spread among the population, as
is Islamic extremism. So the gov-
ernment is wary that an overly
harsh assault on al-Qaida —espe-
ciallywith overt American help —
could raise opposition.

DA' LY TRUST Monday, January 11, 2010

Hundreds of al-Qaida fight-
ers, foreigners and Yemenis, are
believed to be sheltered in Yem-
ens mountainous regions where
tribes angry at the central govern-
ment hold sway. Yemenis in the
group have tribal links that make
if difficult for security forces to
pursue them for fear of angering
the well-armed tribes.

The regime has also struck
alliances with hardline Islamists
to ensure their followers’support.
In a prayer sermon on Friday,
Sheik Abdul-Majid al-Zindani,
one ofthe countrys most promi-
nent clerics, railed against U.S.
pressure to fight al-Qaida, accus-
ing Washington and the United

Nations of seeking to “impose
an international occupation of
Yemen.”

The U.S. has labeled al-
Zindani “a specially designated
global terrorist” for alleged links
to al-Qaida. But he is a close ally
of Saleh, and the government
denies he is a member of the ter-
ror group.

One al-Qaida sympathizer,
Ali Mohammed Omar, warns
that “any movement against al-
Qaida will lead to the fall of the
Yemeni regime,” because it will be
stretched between counterterror-
ism, its ongoing war against Shiite
rebels in the north and secession-
istturmoil in the south.

AN Israeli border police officer kicks a Palestinian demonstrator during a protest over a disputed water well in the West Bank village of Deir

Netham near Ramallah.

Israel blames Palestinians for impasse in talks

ISRAEL’S prime minister yes-
terday accused the Palestinians
ofholding up the Mideast peace
process, after Washingtons Mide-
astenvoy suggested the U.S. might
impose sanctions on lIsrael to
press it to make additional con-
cessions.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahus comments appeared
to reflect concern that Israel is
being perceived as the reason for
the yearlong deadlock. U.S. envoy
George Mitchell is expected in the
region later this month in his lat-
estattempt to bring the sides back
to the negotiating table. Mitchell
alarmed Israeli officials by sug-
gesting last week that the U.S.

could use financial pressure to
extract new concessions from
the lsraelis. “Under American
law, the United States can with-
hold support on loan guarantees
to Israel,” Mitchell told PBS inter-
viewer Charlie Rose, noting that
the previous administration of
George W. Bush had done so. But
he quickly added that he preferred
persuasion to sanctions.

Under the Bush administra-
tion, lIsrael received billions of
dollars in guarantees, which are
U.S.-backed loans with favora-
ble interest rates. In 2003, the
U.S. whittled down the guaran-
tees because Israel built part ofits
separation barrier inside the West

Bank, rather than completely
along it on the Israeli side. The
threat dominated Israeli news-
casts and prompted Netanyahu’
office to issue a statementpinning
the blame for the negotiations log-
jam on the Palestinians.
“Everyone realizes that the
Palestinian Authority refuses to
renew peace talks, while Israel
took significant steps to advance
the process,” the statement said.
The Palestinians have refused
to restart negotiations with Israel
until Netanyahu freezes all set-
tlement construction in the West
Bank and east Jerusalem, areas
they claim for an independent
state. Israel captured both areas

*

in the 1967 Mideast war.

Netanyahu has imposed a
10-month slowdown on new con-
struction in the West Bank in a bid
to draw the Palestinians back to
negotiations. But the order does
not include east Jerusalem, the
Palestinians’ would-be capital.
Israel claims all of Jerusalem as
its capital, and Netanyahu has
said he would not agree to divide
the holy city.

Leila Ghannam, the acting
governor of Ramallah, confirmed
the plan to name the square after
Dalai Mughrabi, but said the
national Palestinian leadership
had nothing to do with the deci-
sion.
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Sri Lankan president woos Tamils

SRI Lankak president yesterday
took his re-election campaign to
the Tamil heartland of Jaffna for
his firstvisit to the peninsula since
troops crushed separatist Tamil
Tiger rebels in May.

t Mahinda Rajapakse vowed to
step up reconstruction efforts in
the former war zone and prom-
ised speedy re-settlement of tens
of thousands of Tamil civilians
displaced by last years bloody

offensive against the rebels.

“The president moved about
freely, apd spoke with the civil-
ians,” his spokesman Chandrapala
Liyanage said. “He also met with
Hindu and Catholic leaders who

thanked him for removing travel
restrictions to Jaffna.”
Rajapaksesvisit follows a sim-
ilar campaign trip to Jaffna by his
main rival, former army chief Sar-
ath Fonseka, ahead ofthe election

SRI Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse (L) officially frees an unidentified former TamilTiger combatant in the northern district of vavu

niya, yesterday.

Asia Report 19

on January 26.

The minority Tamils, who
constitute 12.5 percent of the
country’s 20 million population,
could be decisive if the majority
Sinhalese vote is split.

Both Rajapakse and Fon-
seka, who was the main military
architect ofthe Tigers’ defeat, are
members ofthe Sinhalese major-
ity and both look on the commu-
nity as their vote base. Fonseka’s
supporters said new governmerit
concessions to the Tamils were no
more than an “election gimmick”.

The opposition Peoples Lib-
eration Front (JVP), which backs
Fonseka, said Rajapakse had
released 713 Tamil Tiger suspects
on Saturday in a desperate bid for
votes.

“There is no transparent basis
for the release,” JVP spokesman
Anura Kumara Dissanayake told
reporters. “We want to know on

kwhat basis they are still holding
over 11,000 people in custody.”

The army announced that 713
outof 12,000 Tamil Tiger combat-
ants in detention were released at
a ceremony attended by the pres-
ident in the northern district of
Vavuniya at the weekend.

The Tigers, who had fought
for a separate Tamil homeland
since 1972, were defeated by gov-
ernmenttroops eightmonths ago
when the military killed guer-
rilla leader Velupillai Prabhaka-
ran. Between 80,000 and 100,000
people were killed in nearly four
decades ofethnic bloodshed.

The United Nations estimated
that 7,000 mainly Tamil civilians
perished in the first four months
of last year before the fighting
eventually ended. Rajapakse
called the presidential election
two years ahpad of schedule in a
bid to benefit from public acclaim
for his government’ victory over
the Tigers.

UK reporter, US Marine killed in Afghan blast

AN explosion outside a small
village in southern Afghanistan
claimed the life of a veteran Brit-
ish war correspondent, officials
said yesterday. It was the British
media’ first casualty in the con-
flict. The blast, which also killed
a US and an Afghan soldier with
whom Sunday Mirror journal-
ist Rupert Hamer was traveling,
brings the number of reporters
who have died in Afghanistan
since the Sept. 11 attacks to 18,
according to figures kept by the

New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists.

“Tragically it was a matter of
time,” former British forces com-
mander Col. Richard Kemp told
Sky News television. “Our jour-
nalists, the same as other jour-
nalists, our British journalists
deploying on operations with
forces in Afghanistan or Iraq face
exactly the same risks as our sol-
diers face out there.”

Hamer, 39, and photographer
Philip Coburn, 43, were accompa-

Man arrested after acid
attack in Hong Kong

POLICE arrested a man early
yesterday after two bottles ofcor-
rosive liquid were hurled into
a crowd at one of Hong Kong}
famoustourist spots, officials said.
At least 30 people were injured in
the citys latest acid attack.

The victims, including chil-
dren and tourists, were all treated
at local hospitals for bums and
other injuries and released. The
liquid was thrown on them Sat-

urday night near Temple Street, a
densely populated district known
for its outdoor shops and restau-
rants in the city’s Kowloon area.
Hong Kong has seen a series of
similar attacks since December
2008 that have injured more than
100 people. The suspect has not
been formally charged, and the
investigation is ongoing, Mak
said. She did not say ifhe wasalso
suspected in other attacks.

nying a U.S. Marine patrol Satur-
day when their vehicle was hit by
amakeshiftbombnear the village
ofNawa in Helmand, the Defense
Ministry said. An U.S. Marine was
also killed in the blast, the minis-
try said, as was an Afghan solider.
Coburn was seriouslywounded in
the explosion but remains in sta-
ble condition, the military said.
Four U.S. Marines were also left
badly hurt. No further detail was
provided on their condition.

The past year has been par-

ticularly deadly for those fight-
ing the war and those covering
it. Canadian journalist Michelle
Lang died late last year while
embedded with Canadian troops
in Afghanistan. An Afghan trans-
lator for The New York Times,
Sultan Munadi, was killed in
September when during a rescue
operation.

The Sunday Mirror said that
Hamer and Coburn had flown
to the region on New Years Eve
and were embedded with the

American military. Their trip
was to have lasted for a month,
the paper said. Both were veterans
of reporting from conflict zones.
It was Hamers fifth excursion to
Afghanistan, while Coburn had
previously reported from Afghan-
istan, Iraq and Rwanda.

*“Hewas extremely good atget-
ting news, and he really under-
stood the armed forces,” Newton
Dunn told the BBC. “And was
never afraid to go out to places
like Afghanistan or Iragq.”

Video links PakistanTaliban to deadly CIA bombing

IN a video broadcast after his
death, the Jordanian suicide
bomber who killed seven CIA
employees sits cross-legged on
the floor next to the new chief of
the Pakistani Taliban, confirming
the group was behind the brazen
attack in eastern Afghanistan.
Yet multiple insurgent groups
have claimed responsibility for the
bombing, and a senior Pakistani
militanttold The Associated Press
thatal-Qaidaand Afghan Taliban
fighters were also involved in one

of the worst attacks in the U.S.
intelligence agency’ history.

The suicide attack inside the
CIA base — which the bomber
said was meant to avenge the
death of the former Pakistani
Taliban leader in a CIA missile
strike —could prompt the U.S. to
further pressure the government
ofPakistan to crackdown on mili-
tantswho operate on both sides of
the Afghan-Pakistani border. U.S.
missile strikes against targets on
the Pakistan side already are on

the rise.

Seven CIA employees and
a Jordanian intelligence officer
were killed Dec. 30 when the sui-
cide bomber detonated his cache
ofexplosivesat Camp Chapman, a
tightly secured CIA base in Khost
province, a dangerous region
southeast of the Afghan capital
Kabul.

Defending his agents, CIA
Director Leon Panetta said the
bomberwas aboutto be searched

before the blast occurred.
...%Cc~--0 =m
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INVITATION FOR APPOINTMENT INTERVIEW

The following candidates that applied for appointmentto various positions advertised in the Daily 56 Mbonu Solon_mn szo Dinma mo L4 SaantO. AUdL{ Kogi
Trustand Vanguard Newspapers of 21st October, 2009 atthe National Orthopaedic Hospital Dala 57 Olawale J. Ofemi Oy m Sule|manAde_ukareem Zamfara
- . . P p Ogun 116 Mohammed All Kano
Kano are hereby invited for the recruitment exercise on the dates indicated below: 58 YeundeAraba 9
JANUARY, 2010 TIME: 10.00am Executive Officer Accounts
. . ) SN Name State SIN Name State
g;StN(;:;M Admin. O flicer State SN Name State 1 Aminuldris Muhmmed Kano 2. Ibrahim Mu'azu Shuaibu Kano
1 GabaMohd.B,  Kebbi 2 Mohammed Abdullahi Yerima Kano 2 i{a;f‘;st l‘ém:i'ﬁmu ‘i Eﬁg g' :;Eztfg:ilﬁgam“ Kano
3. AbubakarGHussani Gombe ’ )
SESIdEr;iog?artse SN Name State 7.  Sunday D. Abuh Kogi 8. '™ ustapha'SuIeiman Jigawa
AkwadaObioma R. Abia 2 Dr. IkechiOereke Abia S :ﬁ'ﬁ‘;’;gﬁ‘gﬁmw Gambo 'ézg'l 9 m:izkmk::‘g‘;ﬂz”' rano
Dr. Memeh Kelvin Onyeka Delta 4. Dr.ismailaA,0 Kogi i . !
Dr. Essien Uto Ifiok Akwa-ibom 6. Dr. Afolabi Anthony Ondo 13 Adhetgyg Bosede Funmilayo Kwalra 14. :Zi(ﬁyi lgaisgn Katsina ialsma
Dr. Ay&»FolajuwonB. Ekiti a Dr. Arojuaraye Sdiodeen Oyo 5. Khalil Ajana Yusuf Kogi L. Moh anica d?"y}i/a Ganob
Dr. Agbedo Desmond E. Edo 10. Kassim Anthony Nakolo Delta 2|L_g7) iamriﬁzrl:rir;d Adamu ﬁ;vri;a 21(% Slfe:L:n ATi;u IS:man KZ::J e
1L Or.AyindeAyobamiMusiu Oy 2 Bashir M. Adebayo Ogun 21 Numaliyasu Garba Kano 22 Ibrahim Mohd Abduliahi Kano
13. ‘feUmarAbubakarlbrahim Kano 14. Dr. Neku Richard Cross River 23. Bashirllyasu Yahaya Kano o AdamuAlyu Kano
15. DrKabitu Salisu  Kaduna 16. Dr. Sate MansurAshafa Kano 25' lorahim Idris Katsina 2 6- Tijani Ibrahim Karo
17. Dr. Sani Abdulahi Tsoho Kano 18 Dr. WasnOsenia, Osun 27, Salisu Mudi Tahir Kao 28, Hamisu Garba Mohd Kano
zlf I[D)r.OdLlllnzeSamueSU, :Lno 2 gr. g’: rs) ZEanalbtA?dunanye Iéggl 29. Bashir Tahir Mohammed Kano 30. Bello Musa Yakasai Kano
o Ezb?ruM;Z?:meimna ano : I OloyeEmestA. o 31 liyasu Abdulahi Kano 2 Nwondu Stella C, Imo
' ' 33:  Musa Mohd Ishaq Kano 34 Ono Mary Jane Enugu
’ 35.  Nura Tijjani Abdullahi Kano 36 Esther Amao Olajumoke Oyo
Med'c'j‘l Ofﬁcgr SN N State 37. ieiis S. Muhammed Kano 38, WaliystOladeleMiss v - Osun
i/N AZZJnuTraztaalzeMohammed Kano 2 D?rg?norefeA J Edo 39.  Sadiq Sani Sadiiq Kano 4. Adepoju Funmiloia Rachael Oyo
3 M id i Abel Abu Benle 4 Df..OgWiM ar.kl.. Edo 41. Rabiu M. Haruna Kano 2. BukplaOIayemiOkeremi (Mrs) Osun
5 KassimAbdumuminiMaikud Kogi . 6. Dr. Siyaka Otaru Suleiman Kogi 43. Mahadi Datti Kano 4. Justina Joshua Alawa-ibom
7. Dr.PalmerHenry0. Delta 8. Dr. Oseji Florence 0. Defta Senior Dietician B .
9.  Dr, Ridwan Ayodeji Salawu Oyo 10. Dr. Okitikpi Eytemi Delta SN Jslame* i aw- Name State T
11 Dr. Zubaiaru Asimau Nassarawa 12. Dr. Oluwatoyin Folake Oke 1 hauwaAdeb B
13. DfrZahuaimUsmanDanjoma Kano itr Ur. tamidiKehinde Kwara auwandebayo omo
15.  Dr, Ayinde Ayobami Musliu Ogun 16. Dr. MueAmaju Delta Nurse Tutor
17. Dr. MachealA. Olagbenro Osun 18. Dr. OvanseEO Kogi SN Name State SIN Name State
19. Dr./-\lha;sanA Sharif Kano 20. Dr. Aremu K.‘ Suleiman Kwara 1 DygesEObadiah Kaduna z Otorukooba Haiima Abtola Kwara
21. Dr. Suleimon Kazeem 0. Kwara 22. Dr. Akurt Daniel Kaduna 3 DaukalimiJ Kaduna " EluwaChinma Grace Aha
23.  Dr. OlaoyeRemilekun . Kwara 24, Taiwo LA. ) 5. Olajide Emmanuel Temitayo ' Kwara 6. San Ahmed Kano
25 AkeemMohmmad Kogi 2. Dr.MrsTaiwoN.A Ogun 7. MbaChioma Judith Imo 8. Hauwa Bashir Kaduna
27.  Uthman Kazeem Abimbola Osun 28. Dr. Peter Otaro Kogi
29. Dr. Nakakana Usman N. Kogi 30. Igboayaku K. Ntoomchukwu Imo Imaging Sclentist
Principal Confidential Secretary ?_/N EE;Termest Usang gt:)l:s—River SN Name State
SN Name State SIN Name
1 Obomeile Mutalib Osikhena ~ Edo 2. Immanuel Nda El-Shaddal Kogi Pharmacist
3. Moses Roseline Ana Delta 4. Yawale Musa Mato Yobe SN Name State SN Name Stale
’ . I. Onwuchuruba I. Hila Imo 2 Patrick Paul Pana Karina
Executive Officer Admin. 3. TangshakzZumman i Plateau 4. Peter Emmanuel N. Nassara*a
&N Name State . SN Neme = State 5. Ndiukwu Felicitas Chbugo ~ Anambra 6. Anyanwu (Mrs) MuboOluseun ~ Kogi
1 liejeh Enemona Friday Kogi 59 FatimaAliyu Kogi . 7. Imam Tawakkat Tahir (Mrs)  Kogi 8 Urtgo Kore Hussain Yahaya \assara*a
2 AgberAgwaza Benue 60 Daramola Peter Kogi o Mustapha Kasim ’ Bauchi 10 IsiborOkhai Ea
3 Salihu Suleiman Kano 61 Aleshinloye Mashood Kunie ¢ Kwara ”' AbubzkarB Abiola Kwara ’ '
4 PwoiSeven Chai Plateau 62 Audu Momoh Kogi ’ ’
5  Cecilia Lyop Davou Plateau 63 Ibrahim Oguogbole Nassarawa Physiotherapist
6  Emmanuel luka Daiyop Plateau 64 Rukayya Mu'azu Kwara SN Name State m Name State
7 Yunusa Yahaya Muhd Kogi 65 Abdulrazak Abduiganiyu Kwara Ibrahim Chiroma Muhd Kano 2 Mr. MmoneJude Anamtn
8  Damulak Chinmu K Stephen Plateau 66 RiskatHussain Bolaws Kogi 3. Uwaezoake Juliet Anambra 4. IteLkaumereNgozi Abe
) ow & i 9.3 mmacwn  on o Olemmotes O
; ) — ! ] 7. Adekunle Kolawole Ogun 8. Abdullahi Yakubu Muazu Kano
1L MissMonica Yongu Benue 69 Abdulahi ldris Suleiman Kogi 9. OlacfjiJoslah Ogun 10 Muhd Mukhtar Ismail Kano
12 Akwai AAdisan Plattau  NW lbrahim Emmanuelia Kogi 11 Ahméd Haruna Umar Nassarawa 12. AdamuAhmad Adamu Kano
13 Victoriavom Benue 71 Yusif Kabtru Magaji Kano 13 Nwabufah Jane Nwanneka ~ Anambra 14, Mukhtar Nasiru Bashir Kano
14 Jongshwan shtinan Plateau 72 Mu'ayyad Adamu Jigawa 15. HajaraAsabeUmar Kogi 16 Chuma Geoge Odika Anambra
15 Hannah Benson Nassarawa 73 Abdu brahim Kano 17' Sani Abdullahi Usmar; Katsina :
16 Paul 0. lanyetan Kogi 74 Hudu Tijiani Dahiru Kano ’
17 Mohmud Adamu Kogi 75 SaSssuNassiu Kano * i
18 Abdul Eyiro Yakubu Kogi 76 Abubakar Muhd Kano Seniom‘gfjﬁ:ﬁih JANUARY 2010 TIME: 10.00am
19 L"*walHassanA. Kwara 7 Nasiru Baba Kwali Kano SN Name State SN Name State
20 MichealArokoyo Kogi 78 Ahmed Abubakar Ma'aruf Kano 1 Aminu Lawan Karo 2 IshaakuObadiah Plateau
21  Abubakar Isahochiba Kogi 79 MuhdWada Kano 3 SamuelA Peter Edo 2 SaniSaidu Karo
22  Ssiaiman 0. Alhassan Kogi 80 Hadiza Musa iliyasu Kano 5 Rabiul Aaekola osun 6. Batura Musa D Plateau
23 Vrengdang Caleb Dasar Plateau 81 Yusuf Muhd D/Zungura Kano 7 Dau da.Mohd Kano ) ’ 1
24 Abubakar Bello Dabai Katsina 82 Umar Sani Yola Kano
25 Jamiiu Muhd Kano 83 Hussani Baffa Jigawa . ) . .
26 Surtusilbrahim Na'ibi Kano 84 Aminu Abdulaziz Kaduna z;,a\‘n IO,\:;:: e Retaton Offcer State SIN Name Sate
27 BeloTafsda A Kaduna 85 Mahmud G. Aliyu Kano 1 Rabiu Mohammed Inuwa Kantf 2 Bello Abubakar Katsina
28. Mustapha Sani Yakasai Kano 86 Alau Samuel Audu Kaduna
29  SalisuAli Harazimi Kano 87 i)unhusiYa'u.tl]ibrin ) Eano Auditor| N
30 SaniAlto Danbatta Kano 88 rahim Bashir Mohd ano
31 IsyakuAbubakar Salahuddeen  to o 89 BaffaShehu Adamu Kano ?/N l’:‘/Iir:;nmed Abubakar iz.inti ?N g::. T(abiru Said f\;liagtgr
2 N ';:g g? szia;aa;?;:ﬂ’af'\"y” ne 3. Akinpelu John Olawale ogn 4 Ovye N. Lazarus Nassarawa
. . . 5.  OtogoJamesAl i Cross River 6. HamisuAli Yakasai Kano
34  Bashir HarTusu Jigswa 92 Mohammed.Lawan Kano 7 Nurg Ahmed IS::;M Kano 8 Abubakar SagirK, Kano
35 NU@HaShlm Usman Kano 93 Yahaya Sam’K‘aduna 9 GaksewaGGothus Plateau 10. Hamisu Muhd Garko Kano
36  Sabiu Ahmed Kano 94 Audu Hussaini Bawa Nassarawa II. Fatima M. Kawu Kano 2 Fatima M. Kawu Kano
37 AuwaluDahirAhmed Kano % Abdulkadir Aminu Kano lé Muhd. A, Lawan Kano 14. Aisha MaMada Kano
38 Ahmad Abubakar Zamfara 96 Basiru Mohd. Almayjlri Katsina 15‘ Jam iil.ll éalisu Kano 16 AdejimiAbosedeO Kwara
39 UmfarMohgmmed Kogi 97 Has;anSam Kano 17, Adamu Muhd Adam Jgawa 18, Musa Ali Kudi Kogi
40 Am'”%‘ Rabiu U. Kano % YusitAbubakar EtasNr Kano 19. Manwar. Julian Hosea Plateau 20. Felidtas Chris 0. Enugu
41 Bashir Kawu . Kano 99 Auwalu Abdu"?hl Kano 21. Madaki Hamza Yahaya Kano 22. AbubakarYahaya Katsina
42  Abubakar Muhammed Nafiti Kano 100 Lubabatu Kabir Kano 23, ZubairuSaiduSani Kogi o Samuel C. Brown Bayelsa
43 Kamaldeen Aminu Kano lo1 Haladu Garba Nuhu Kano 25. Mr. Memuda Ismaila Kwara 26. Salamat IErahim Kogi
44  OwolabiAdijat Osun . 102 Mustapha Bello Abbas Kano ’ ' )
45  Ahmed Sani Kaduna 103 Abdullahi Mohammed Kano
46  Jonathan Bakoma Samaila Kaduna 104 Said Hussaini Kano SN Name Sate SN Name Sate
47  NgoziJ. Ubanzeh Imo 105 Nwankwo Deborah Obianuju Anambra 1 Kwara 2 Tajudeen Adeleke Satawudeen
48 Okoh Faith Nneka Delta 106 Anyanwu lieoma Glory Imo 3 AlAbbaHassan Kano 4' Jamiiu Mohammed Kano
49 Etimi Idorenyin Edem Alwa-borr 107 Florence Onyeodir Imo 5 AminaUmar Hussain Kano 6 KabirAbdullahi (Esq) ~ Kaduna
50 AdegabyeAAdenlyi Osun 108 Augustine Onyekwere Oluoma Imo 7 Dauda ChulAll Bomo 8 Mrs Zainab Ishaq Muhd - Kano
51 OjutayoLutifatOlayemi Lagos 109 Akure DavidS, Kogi ' )
52  SalamiAbduiganiyu Oyo 110 Alao Richard Abagomi Oyo
53 Shoroye lyabode (Mrs) Ogun 111 Ramson Temitope Abisoia Ogun
54  Maryam Bako Saidu Lagos 112 OiarindeShakiratk. Kwara
55 OguntolaOluwole Oyo 113 KayodeFemiEsuniso Ogun

Continued on next page..
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INVITATION FOR APPOINTMENT INTERVIEW (Cant'd)

Medical Lab. Scientist

SN Name State SN Name State 7. Kayode Gnunipa Kogi 8. lortorAondowase Benue
1  Ozioko Fabian 0. Enugu 2. Nancy Chabba Kaduna 9. TyohulughTerhile Taraba 10. Usu Julius Lortoo Benue
3. Adile Nnamdi Anambra 4. Anyanwu Stanley O. Imo 11 OmoyolaM.Abiodun Kogi 12 Bitrus Sunday Pam Plateau
5. Shehu Musa Adamu Kano 6. Adama Solomon Niger 13.  Ngomi Andrew Addamun Plateau 14. Otorunmaye Alice Kogi
7.  TtjaniTafidaUsman Plateau 8 Blessing Adakoie Benue 15.  Usman lbrahim Mohammed Niger 16. NyiorEiihahTerhemba Benue
9. Usman Aliyu Danaji Kano 10. Anyanwu UgochukwuO, Imo 17. Sarah Yakubu Bomo 18 Adamu Muhd Niger
11 Bobmanuel Chimaroke Echeonwu  Abia 12. Muhammed HassanA.  Ondo 19. Samson ByasmunMatep Plateau 20. OminisayeO. Peter Kogi
13 AlagbeRhoda Oyo 14. GaniyuLukmanO, Osun 21 Ogegbeehe L. Agbo Benue 22, OyeOzavisa Iife Kogi
15. Ejoh, Ojongojong Cross-River 16. ChinyereV. Obiejemba Anambra 23. Baballe Tani Josephh Plateau 24, Joyee Jonah Ashubwick Plateau
17.  Uche Rita Uwakwe (Mrs) Enugu 18 AmusaOlubumi Ekiti 25, Wetkur P. Albert Benue 26. Istifanus Adamu Makama Nassarawa
19. UsmanYusuf Plateau 27, Adanu James Oluche Plateau 28, BolajiA, Janei Kogi
29. Nafisat Suleiman Kogi 30. Adeyemi Veronica Titilayo Kogi
31, Audu Faith Onyijjimoh Kogi 32 Alexander G Jongs - Paieau
Accountantii 33.  Ukerchi Denen Joseph Benue 34. AjuNor Jorrafaga Benue
SN Name s/n Name State 35+ Bala Victor Dame Plateau 36. Atsaga S. Terhemba Benue
MensahAde Francis Ondo 2 Aminu MusaD. Kano 37, Attah James Kogi 38, Numoh Rafatu Kogi
Obaje Grace Ali Benue 4, -Jamiiu Sani Abdullahi 39. Regina Owoicho Benue 40. Agbo Ibrahim Jibrin Nassaawa
Fatima Haruna Kano 6 Oladokun Oianrewaju Ondo 41, Awan, Alexander Hos 8enue 42. Muhammed Amina Kogi
Abdulkadirlbrahim Nasidi Kano 8 Umarldris Abdullahi Kano 43. Dakum Joseph Dauda Plateau 44, Momoh Joseph Jimoh Kogi
Suie Momodu Rafatu Bk 10 Leke Davies Ogungbemi Kogi 45. tjafiwan Ruth Titos Plateau 46. AkorOduma Benue
GbadamosiO. Mathew Edo 2 Jamila Maiwada Kano 47.  Amoko Mercy Abiodun Kogi 48, Godiya Jesiel Yaduma Adamawa
13.  Ibrahim Uthman Oyo 14. Shehu Musa Kabiru Kano 49. Gift Frank Gbalt Bomo 50. Afi Shettima Bomo
15. Danladi Abdullahi Muhammed Kano 16. Kwara w51 AmosKamba Bomo 52. Bawa Gan Tijjani Bomo
17.  Mohammed Mamuda Ibrahim  Jigawa 18. Umoru Aliyu Kano 53.  UmarYusufWaiama Bomo 54. Hassan Mamuda Yobe
19. Umaru Hussien Omeiza Kogi 2. Oseni Isiaka Aedayo Kogi 55.  Audu ishaya Mwada Bomo 56. Alheh MecherMusa Bomo
21.  Abdulmalik Mikoad Kano 2 Kabiru Abubakar Kebbi 57. JohnD. Musa Bomo 58 Madinat lbrahim H. Jigawa
23, Garbalsah Baiarabe Kano 59. Hannatu Daniel Kaduna 60. Jemimah Bulus Zakaria Kaduna
24, TumeB.T. Benue 61. Jibril Adamu lbrahim Kano 62. AdamuAhmadu Kano
24.  Jibrin Isa Muhammed Kano 63. Zainab Abdulrazak Kaduna 64. NdangFanmy Kaduna
25.  Ali Kaseem Akinremi Oyo 65. Rebecca David Van Kaduna 66. Ibrahim Musa Kano
26. Akpowowo 0. Emmanuel Delta 27. Ozoh Helen Chinyere  Enugu 67. Hadiza Isa Yunusa Katsina 68. Yahaya Ibrahim Kaduna
28.  Ojoborr Water Ejtofor Enugu 29. OmakaEbube Ebonyi 69. Shehu Sabiu Kano 70. Abdullahi Mohd Sani Kano
30. SaleMline Nassarawa 31 Taylor Temitope Ogun 71. AminaAdamu Salisu Kano 72. Amina Shariff Kano
32.  li&ur NassarawaAhmed Kano 73.  Aminu Nura Abba Kano 74. Habiba Haruna Mohd Kano
33.  Sanni Gbanga Leo Edo 75. Bilki Bala Waziri Kano 76. Ahmad Kabiru Shehu Kano
34. Balare YusufSani Kano 77. Mohammed Sani Adamu Jigawa 78. Nasiru M. ISah Kano
35. Damsa Doosuir Igo Benue 79. AlhassanAli Lawal Kano 80. Ibrahim Garba Kano
36. Shuaibu lbrahim Alt * Kano 81. YusufZubairu Kano 82. Yakubu Deborah C. Kano
37.  YunusaThomas Kaduna 83.  Mohammed Kabir Kaduna 84. Mohammed Abdulaziz Aliyu Kano
38.  Aliyu Umar Kano 85. Salisu Ibrahim Baba Kano 86. Saleh Abubakar Kano
39. Adam ShehuAhmed 87. JamilaM, Yakubu Kano 83. Fatima Mudi Kano
40. AssiMfon Edet Akwa-ibom 41. YahayaAbduBichi Kano 89, Maryam AHSalisu Kano 90. Ala Muhammed Jigawa
42.  Mustapha Abdullahi Kofar Nasa Kano 91 Grace Joseph Kaduna 92. Ahmed I. Lawan Kano
43.  Salisu Ibrahim Khalil Kano 93.  YusufHamisu Katsina 94, Monica James Kaduna
44, Autaseth Maitala Plateau 45. Okpe Okpe Joseph Benue 95, Mohd Sa'id Ismail Kano 96. Mohd Maude Daihatu Kano
46. Ukeka Sunday Ochiabuto Abia 47. Arinze Peace Enugu 97, ZagiGrace Kaduna 98, Clara Sani Kaduna
48. Alhassan Adamu Gombe 49, Suleiman M, Rabiu Jigawa 99, Mohammed Salisu Kaduna 100. Abubakar Ibrahim Sale Kano
50. Nneka Ngene Francisca Enugu 51. Abdul Temitope Ohunene Kogi 101. Rabiu Abdulrasheed Katsina 102. lbrahim Mamuda Katsina
52. HussainiYusha'u Adam Kano 103. Kabir Musa Katsina 104. Suzan Bulus Habu Kaduna
53. Mri, Stephen Nenge Anambra 105. Rahmatu Suleiman Kano 106. Zinatu Salisu Mohd Kano
54.  Nuhu Abdullahi Kano 107. Ibrahim Yakubu Kano 108. KabirI. Ibrahim Kano
55. Oluwasegun Stephen Toiuli Kogi 109. Hacfea Abdullahi Abubaar Kano 110. PritaC.Ekpo Abia
56. Garba Muhd Aminu Kano 111. Ekemutalu OnyekaV Anambra 112, Obiola Maryciaret Imo
57.  AdamuAbdullahi Suleiman Kano 113. Blessing Ekwen Imo 114, Chukwu Charity U. Imo
58 Ali Suleiman Saidu Kano 115. Agulanna Lilian N Imo 116. Precious Ugwoegbuleni Imo
59. Ibrahim Woli Danlami Nassarawa 117. Geogelina K. Chimezie Imo 118. Lifian Okonkwo Anambra
60. Odiba Paul Opaluwa Kogi 61. Yusuf Muhammed Kano 119. AniLizzy Nkechi Enugu 120. Ezeji Francisca Imo
62. Salisu Danlami Ishaku Kano 121. ObiC. Juliana Anambra 122 Nwachukwu Comfort Abia
63. AbubakarAliyu Kaduna 123. Nneka LindaMadueke imo 124. Ofudo Blessing Fransica Enugu
64, Nwaigwe Salome N. Abia 65, AbubakarBelioA. Kaduna 125. Kuru Eunice Rivers 126, Oliyia Madu . Bomo
66. Akubueze Jane Frances (mo 67. Mohammed Mahmud Ibrahim Edo 127. OuruUndaC. Imo m Linda C. Eze Imo
68. Ibrahim M. Muinat Kwara 69. Ruafa Saleh U. Kano 129, Agwuobi Kelechi Imo 130. Ezema Promise Enugu
70. ismaila Adamu isah Kano 71. SherifatAdetunlaB. Gombe 131. Chrsitian Nzeeko Abia 132, Agwuobi Chikaodi Imo
72 Adediji B. Toyin Osun 73. Umar Muhammed Suleiman Kano 133. Okonkwo Florence A, Enugu 134, Ehimare Paul Isaac Edo
74. isah Yakubu Yar-gaya Kano 135. MaduabucN Vidor CNdi Enugu 136, Enene Harrison Annze Anambra
75. Ahmed M ur Gwadabe Kano 137. AloysinsO.Okeke Anambra  138. Egwudiamla Chinedu Richard Anambra
76.  AguNkirukaC. Mrs. Enugu 7. ZamziluAdoJibril Kano "(39. Odengbo Sandra N. Enugu 140. UgwuegbuUdokaG Imo
78. GataMusa Kaduna 79. Rachael Makolo Elejo Kogi 141. UgbeborA. lwekosi Delta 142, Patrick Okwunre Amadi Delta
80. igni Omavigho Anthony Delta 81. Nwaodu Stella C. jmo 143. Henrietta U. Okpala Delta 144. NwaoboliN. Theresa Delta
82. Mustapha Tajudeen Kano 83. NdukwuJulinaC. Not Stated 145. Uchechi B. Awazieama River 146. Okiokio Doris Efe Delta
84.  Muhammed Abdulkadir Tabari  Kaduna 85. Auwalu Musa Kano 147. May ClementO, Delta 148. Akesa Solomon U. Cross-River
86. lkelionwu Chioma Mareen Anambra 87. AbdullahiUmar Kano 149. AdeshiyanMaryO. ‘Oyo 150. Amina Ali Ewegbuma Edo
88. Owoh: HossanaDanian Akwa-lbom 89. Allen Elizabeth Adiya Benue 151 TopeAkinlusiO, Ondo 152. Adekunle Esther Kwara
90. OnahAnnelfeoma Enugu 91. Abdulkadir Abdulkadir Yau Kano 153. Abduireem Saleem Osun 154. BakareT.Alamu Oyo
92.  SanusiAliyu Muhammed Kano 155, Elzabeth EmmanuelAdeoia ~ Osun 156. Emmanuel Mary Mayawa Ekit
93. SalihuAbdulrahmanO. Kogi 157, Sarah Olayinka Awolola Osun
94. Daniya A Abdulazeez Kogi 159. Timothy D. Jatau Plateau
Medical Social Worker Nursing Officer I!
SN Name Sate SIN Name State SN Name State SN Name State
1  SadiyaUmar- Kogi 2 Suleiman Hussaini Kano 1 Ukende John Freeman 2. NwosuGeraldinA.
a  AyubaBoyi Gombe
* SATURDAY 30th JANUARY, 2010 TIME: 10.00am
Store Officer
$N Name State SIN Name State Asst DirectorofNursing
1  Hassan Mohammed Umar Kano 10 RabiuA Rilwanu Kano SN Name State SN Name State
2 AliyuMusa Kano n Adamu Baba Isah Nassarawa 1 » Mrs. BolanleO. Awonusi Lagos SW
3 Aliyu Yusuf Kano 12 Umar Mansis-Aminu Kano
4 BalaZakari Kano 13 Falodun Faruk Ruth Kogi Consultants Plastic Surgeon
5  Muntari Musa Umar' Kano 14 Mukhtar Abubakar Gombe SN Name State SN Name State
6  Sagiru Ibrahim Ismail Kano 15 Ibrahim Yahaya Adibah Kano 1  Dr. Dafiewhare 0. Rex
7 Abdullahi Hamisu M Kano 16 Mohammed UmarAbdullahi Kano
8  Aminu Shuaibu Muhammed Kano 17 Isiyaku Usman Ali Kano Chief Accountant
9  Bashirlbrahim Ahmed Kano 18. MohammedY. Usman Kwara SN Name State SN Name State
1  AdeofuSotonwa  Ogun 4. Mohammed Sani Abdulwahab Kano
Technical Officer 2. Adeleke Olugbenga Osun 5. Mohammed Sani Hudu Kano
m  Name State SN Name State 3. Muazu Shitu Shanono Kano 6. YusufAbubakar Kano
1  AlhassanAli Benue 2 Mathias Pius Kaduna
3. Ibrahim Aminu lbrahim Kano 4. Jibrin Aminu J. Kano Chief Prosthetics & Orthothetics
5. UmarMohd Bello Kano 6. Nura Ahmed 1. Kano SN Name State SN Name State
7.  BashirAliyu Kano 8. Abubakar Haladu Idris ~ Kano 1 JafarM. Damau  Kaduna
9. Mustapha I. Muhd Kano to Abdullahi Saiamanu ~ Katsina
11. Hassan Sanil Kano 12. AmosOluwagbemiga  Kogi Please note that candidates are requested to come along with the original copies of their practicing licences where
13. DasheNansel Plateau 14. Sayyadi Aminu Jibnn Kano applicable and academic credentials. They are also to make arrangements for their transportation and accommodation.
15. Akpudje David Kingsley Delta 16. Gambo George Kaduna
17. Danladi Umar Kano The venue of allthe appointment exercises is the New Ultra Modem Lecture Hal/Auditorium ofthe Hospital.
Staff Nurse Forfurtherenquiries visitwww.orthopaecijicdala.org or call: 08060292871
SN Name State SIN Name State
1  KpanakiJoy Maine# Kogi 2 Shuaibu Mustapha Kogi Signed:
3. Gushat Mosat Syfvaunus Plateau 4 Shafa’atu Adamu Bikos Plateau MX. Abdulkadir
5. KhadijatAbdulkahm Kogi 6. Patience N. Egwa Kogi FOR: MEDICAL DIRECTOR
ifl


http://www.orthopaecjicdala.org

22 World Report

International

US denies any plane entered

Venezuelan airspace

THE United States is deny-
ing a claim by President
Hugo Chavez that a US
military plane entered Ven-
ezuelan airspace. Chavez
said the plane was met by
his militarys F-16s and
escorted out of Venezuelan
airSﬁ)_ace. ) ) )

hew/esident is calling
it a provocation by the US,
saying the P-3 plane had
tak&v off from the Dutch
Caribbean island of Cura-

cao and twice entered Ven-
ezuelan airspace. A spokes-
woman for the US South-
ern Command in Mi*mi
denied it.

Air Force Tech Sgt.
Shanda De Anda said at
the weekend that “no U.S.
aircraft entered Venezue-
lan airspace.”

She said the U.S. does
not fly over another nation
“without prior consent and
coordination.”

ASHRAF Qazi, head of the UN mission m

Sudan.
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UN'concerned'over

flare-up of violence
In south Sudan

THE United Nations is
concerned over the flare-
up ofviolence in southern
Sudan that has cost at least
150 lives over the past two
weeks, a senior UN official
said at the weekend.
Ashraf Qazi, head of
the UN mission in Sudan,
urged the south’ regional

Information is'power!

government ‘“to investi-
gate these incidents and
to redouble their efforts to
help de-escalate the rising
wave ofviolence in south-
ern Sudan.”

Clashes between rival
tribes over cattle raids in
the southern state of War-
rap claimed at least 140
lives around the turn ofthe
year,aUN official in south-
ern Sudan said earlier this

ek.

“The United Nations
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS)

v-today expressed concern
overthe escalating violence
in southern Sudan over the
past couple of weeks where
over 150 people have been
reportedly  killed and
many more injured and
displaced,” said Qazi in a
statement.

“UNMIS sent a team
of peacekeepers to defuse
tensions and help prevent
reprisal attacks” in Warrap,
he said.

“The team also has rep-
resentatives of humani-
tarian agencies to initiate
a humanitarian needs?
assessment on the ground
especially for those who
have been displaced due
to the violence,” he said.
“Thousands have been
reportedly displaced but
these figures as well asthose
concerning the victims of
the attacks still need to be
verified.”

Another 24 people were
killed in clashes between
civilian and southern
Sudan soldiers in Lakes
state in late December and
early January, according to
the UN mission.

“UNMIS offeredto send
peacekeeping troops to be
presentto help protect civil-
ians during the rotations of
'SPLA companies that were
involved in confrontations
with civilian cattle-keepers”
in Lakes, said Qazi.

He said UNMIS had
helped to deliver govern-
ment-provided humanitar-
ian aid to Jonglei state after
an attack in which several
more civilians were killed.

Ten aid agencies warned
in areport earlier this week
that Sudan could plunge
into fresh turmoil if the
world community fails to
salvage the North-South

Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA).
The CPA - which

ended a devastating 22-year
war between majority Mus-
lim north Sudan and the
mainly Christian and ani-
mist south - entered its
sixth year at the weekend.
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O l d C North & West Africa Division
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IFDC, an International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural
Development seeks qualified candidates to fill the positions listed
below. The vacancies are focused on pwviding support co
agricultural policy improvements, providing improved agro-input
linkages, and supporting on-going activities within IFDC Nigeria

l. POSITION -PROJECT LEADER (ABUJA)
The Project Leader will have the overall responsibility of the day-to-
day implementation of project activities focused on agro-dealer
development. The Project Leader will be expected to develop a
participatory system that ensures feedback from intervention sites
to project operations and measures results and impact while at the
same time ensuring effective project management

Specific Duties

¢} Oversee day-to-day functioning of the Project,

¢} Oversee technical functioning of satellite offices and
project supported agro-dealers,

o Collaborate with other projects to ensure

synchronization and harmony between various project
interventions.

(o] Interact with the project donor and deliver appropriate
reportson atimely basis,
[¢} Collaborate with counterpart organizations and

governmentofficials on pertinentagricultural issues.

Experience/Qualifications

¢} At least a Master Degree from a highly respected
university in a relevant discipline or an equivalent training
and background In agri-input related policy reform and
advocacy;

s} Minimum of eight years of experience in a relevant field in
W estAfrica, preferably Nigeria;

0 Proficiency in English, both written and verbal;

o Proficiency in Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint;

o Ability to perform multiple tasks;

o Excellentanalytical, planning, and facilitation skills;

o Effective interpersonal skills and ability to work in a multi-
culturalenvironment;

o Ability to interact freely with decision makers, farmer

o rganimions and businessmen;

s} Ability and willingness to travel frequently.

The Project leader will report, to IFDCs Agribusiness Program
Leader.

J. POSITION - TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
SPECIALIST (ABUJA)

With funding from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, IFDC is
providing technical assistance through a five-year project for the
implementation of major components of ECOW AS and UEMOA
agricultural policies on agri-inputs. The projectaims to contribute co
the development of a sustainable and profitable agriculture in West
Africa in order to reduce poverty and ensure food security. The
project’s activities focus on four areas of intervention, namely (1)
facilitating die creation of a favorable policy and regulatory
environment for the development of the agrl-input markets, (it)
promoting innovations and stimulating increased agricultural inputs
marketing and use, (tii) improving availability and access to technical
and marketing information on agri-inputs; and (iv) improving
Producers Organisations* access to agri-inputs.

The project component focusing on improving Producers
Organizations' access to agri-inputs aims to strengthen their
capacity through training and linking them with agro dealers. IFDC
currently seeks suitable candidates for a position of Technology
Transfer Specialist. The candidate selected will also work with
members of the IFDC MIR Plus project and Agro Dealer Support
Project (NADS) to develop programs that will contribute to the
achievementofthe objectives ofthese associations.

SpeC|f|cDut|es
Overall responsibility of the day-to-day implementation of
the MIR Plus project's Strategic Objective No 4
(improving Producers Organizations' access to agri-
inputs) and the NADS objective 4 (accelerating the
transfer of technologies and agricultural practices by agro
dealers to farmers through training, advice and
demonstrations),

o Provide technical assistance for the agronomic activities of
.State, Agro Dealers Association and Farmers’
Organizations;

o Oversee the association-supported technology transfer
centers {TTCs) and supporting field days and training
programs;

¢} Provide yield and profitability analysis results from TTCs
co member agro dealers as well as MIR Pius and NADS
projects;

¢} Collaborate with other agriculture stakeholders, ADPs,

and private sector input suppliers in sourcing and
transferring improved technologies;
¢} Any other duties that may be assigned by the IFDC MIR
Plusor NADS project leaders.
Experience/Qualifications

¢} Minimum of BSc inagronomy or related fields,

¢} 4-5 vyears proven field experience in agricultural
technology transfer;

0 Excellent oral, written and inter personal and
communication skills in English

¢} Excellent ability to coordinate and foster good

relationships with various private and public sector actors
in the market chain,

[¢} Ability to design training and provide technical assistance
to agro dealersand producers associations.

to Cershro InNsmoclontrtde
tartMdocS
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e Hi|~ level ofinitiative and enthusiasm,,
3.

The Agro-input Dealers Association (AIDA) in collaboration with
die IFDC-Nigeria Agro-Dealer Support Project (NADS) are focused
on encouraging agro-dealers to join die already established AIDA
trade association and provide these associations with the
organizational training to provide value-added services to their
members and customers. Support will include the following; to
advocating for policy reform, supportingaccess to finance, educating
members, and generating revenue for financial self-sufficiency.

The Director will lead the team of specialists and experts employed
by the association and coordinate their activities as the chief
executive, This person will be the point person in building
relationships with producers groups, inpwt manufacturers, input
dealers, public and private establishment and other stakeholders.
Hefehe will run the day to day affairs of the association and ensure
thatall planned activities are done accordingly.

Specific Duties

o] Oversee staff and day to day activities of the Association,

s} Provide management and activity reports to IFDC Staff
and the Association Board of Directors (BoDs).

q Ensure smooth communication between staff,

Association BoDs, members, potential members,
government officials, input suppliers, and other
stakeholders;

(o] Ensure sound financial and membership records are
maintained;
[¢} W orkwith BoDs and IFD C staffto develop an action plan

for income generating activities with a primary goal of
leading to the Association’s sustainability;

o Work with the Association staff to develop incentive
based programs to ensure that members pay their dues in
atimely manner;

(o] Any other duties that may be assigned by the Board of
Directors and/or IFD C officer*.

Experience/Qualifications

o High level ofinitiative and enthusiasm,

0 Minimum of Bsc in Public Administration, management
and/orother job related fields,

o 4-5 years proven experience in managing agribusiness
development program/project;

o Experience dealing with private sector agro-based
organizations In the Northeast and Northwest preferred,

0 Excellent oral, written and inter personal communication

v skills in Engfish/Hausa including the ability to coordinate

and foster good relationships with various private and
public sectoractors inthe marketchain,

o Effective organisational .skills, with the ability to
coordinate Information exchange and develop networking
strategies.

¢} Ability to coordinate staff functions, identify needs and

design training to address staff deficiencies or improve
their performances.

4. POSITION - AGRONOMIST (KANO)
The IFDC-Nigeria Agro-Dealer ~Support Project (NADS) is
supporting the Kano State Agro-input Dealers Association
(KASAIDAj to improve member-businesses and private sector
extension service provision between agro-dealers and farmers.

The Agronomists will have a key role in delivering value-added
educational programs and materials, establishing and managing
demonstration sites, and assisting in other technology transfer
efforts to agro-dealers. The person will also work with other team
leaders to develop programs thatwill contribute to the achievement
oftheassociation's objectives.

Specmc Duties
Oversee agronomic activities of the association
(KASAIDA);

¢} Provide the Executive Secretary with activity reports on
agronomic activities;

¢} Oversee the association-supported technology transfer
centres (TTCs) and accompanying field days and training
programs;

¢} Provide yield and profitability analysis results from TTCs
to member agro-dealers;

0 Collaborate with other agriculture stakeholders, ADPs,
and private sector inputsuppliers;

¢} Any other duties that may be assigned by the Executive

Secretary and/orthe IFDC NADs Agronomist.
Expenence/QuaI|f|cat|ons
High level ofinitiative and enthusiasm,

¢} Minimum of Bsc in Agronomy or related fields,

(o] Minimum of 5 years work experience in agriculture with
emphasison fieldwork;

¢} Experience dealing with private sector agro-based
organizations In Kano preferred,

¢} Excellent ora), written and inter personal communication
skills in English and Hausa

¢} Ability to coordinate and foster good relationships with
various private and public sector actors in the market
chain,

¢} Ability to design training and provide technical assistance

to clientfirms and producers associations.

5. POSITION
ABUIJA)
The Nigeria Agro-Dealer Support Project (NADS) is working to
strengthen the four existing agri-input dealer associations (AIDAS).
These AIDAS are focused on becoming business development
service providers that provide value added benefits to their
members (and potential members). The primary products these
AIDAs are providing include financial Access; Advocacy;

COMMUNICATION OFFICER

BP 4483 Lome - Togo
Phone: (228) 221 7971
Website; www.ijfdc.oro
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Communication; and Education (FACE).'

The project-supported North Central Agro-input Dealers

Association (NOCAIDA) is in need of a communication officer to

assistinprovidinginternaland external communication support.

Specific Duties

[¢} W ork with the Associations' Communication Officers to
develop short, medium, and long term strategies, work
plans, and activities to create a communication network
for member agro-dealers as well as a communication
network for external audiences (farmer customers,
donors,governmentbodies, and partners),

¢} Promote association activities among the stakeholders
through press releases, articles, promotional materials
and others,

¢} Oversee NADS communication interventions to

partners, stakeholders, government officials, donors, and
other stakeholders. Support the production of the FACE
of Agriculture, a quarterly newspaper with focus on the
agri-input sector that wilt initially be produced by the
NADS Project.

¢} Provide training, support, and oversight on gender
awareness issues to the Association’s Gender Officers,
(o] Develop public relation materials that promote project

interventions awfsocc*** stories.

Experience/Qualifications

o M’imrmf&sicbg’eeinSite Gommunicationar Joumdlism

o 6years poenexqerience inrdevant field espedially frampuldic sector.
o] Adlity towrite goodartides ard jourrels,

o SrogoomadofEglishisa prereuisite,

|

IFDC-NTgeria Agro-Dealer Support Project (NADS) in
collaboration with the North-East Agro-input Dealers Association
(NEAIDA) Is working to encourage input dealers to be more
effective and more efficient in service delivery to the region’s
farmers. To achieve this, NEAIDA wishes to employ the service of
an Agribusiness Development Officer who will lead the membership
drive, revenue generation and development of members clients
through the use of interventions developed by NADS and its
collaborating/implementing partners.

Specific Duties

0 Work with the NADS officers, experts and NEAIDA
elected officers to develop membership drive strategy to
enlarge the membership ofthe association

¢} Mobilize the Agro-dealers inunderstanding the conceptof
trade association
(o] Support activities of die other officers/executive of

association and the provide support to bringing benefit to
die members through FACE

o In conjunction with the Executive Secretary draw short
medium and long term pian® and strategy for the
association

(o] In partnership with the Business,Development Officers.
develop a business plan for the association

0 With the assistance of other officers and NADS experts,

develop and implement a strategies that wilt make the
association financially self sustaining and strategically

sustainable
o Assist in training the association’s elected executive ofon
the best ways to manage die affairs of the association
¢} Any other duties that may be assigned by the Executive

Secretaryand/or IFD C officers.

Experience/Qualifications

3} High level of initiative and enthusiasm,

(o] Minimum of Bsc/HND in Mass Communication, Public
Administration, Human Resource Management and/or
related fields.

[o] 4-5 years proven experience in community mobilization
activities and a sound understanding of group dynamics,

¢} Excellent oral, written and interpersonal communication
skills in English and Hausa is a necessity,

¢} Experience of dealing with private sector agro based

group activities in the, North Eastern states will be an
added advantage.

¢} Ability to coordinate and foster good relationships with
various private and public sector actors in the input
market chain.

¢} Great orpnizationai skills, with the ability to coordinate
and develop group networking networking strategies,
¢} Ability to design training and provide technical assistance

to diem firmsand producers associations.

Application; Qualified applicants are invited to send an
application consisting of a letter of introduction that outlines the
applicant's educational background, relevant work experience, and
major areas of professional interest, and up-to-date curriculum vitae
including the name, address, telephone and e-mail contact addresses
ofthree refereesto the following email address;

» Administration Department, IFDC-Nigeria,
e-mail; ifdcnigeria@ Ifdc.org

Copies of certificates and relevant documents are to be attached to
the application, IN THE SUBJECT HEADING THE APPLICANT
MUST STATE WHICH POSITION OR POSITIONS THEY ARE
APPLYING FOR, Only short listed candidates will be contacted for
interview. No phone calls are accepted. All qualified applicants will
receive consideration for employment without regard to race,
colour, religion or gender.

Deadline: januaty 15,1010.


http://www.ijfdc.oro
mailto:ifdcnigeria@lfdc.org
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Which sad event took place on 30* December, 2009 in
Abuja

burialarrangement

As arranged by the family
Until his death, he worked in the Abuja Factorv
He is survived by aged parents, brothers and Sisters
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PUBLIC NOTICE

GENE

FOR EXPRESSION

OF INTEREST/PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR 2010 FISCAL YEAR

INTRODUCTION
1. The Power Holding Company of Nigeria, Kainji Hydro Electric Pic wishes to notify the General Public on its need to procure Goods

and Services in 2010 Fiscal Year.

The Goods and Services are to be funded by Year 2010 Federal Government Budget

Appropriation, Federal Government Intervention fund and Multi Year Tariff Order {MYTO).
2. The Company wishes to invite qualified and reputable Contractors to express interest for Category B' and/or apply for Pre-
qualification for Categories 'A&C in respect ofeach LOT of their interest.
3. The Goods/Materials, Services/Works to be procured are as Categorized below underthe headingsA, B&C.

A

LOTI*
LOT2:
LOT3:

LOT4:
LOTS;
LOT6;
LOT7:
LOT8:
LOT9:
LOT10*
LGT11:
8
LOT1:

LOT2:
LOT3:

LOT4:

LOTS:
LOTS:

LOT7:
LOTS:
LOTY;

LOTIO;
LOTH:

LOT 12:

C

LOTI:
LOT2:

LQTS:
LOT4:
LOTS:
LOT6:

LOTT:
LOTS:

PROCUREMENT OF MACHINE ELEMENT SPARE PARTS

AND ASSOCIATES AUXILIARIES

Heavy duty OH for turbine and Generator thrust bearings and transformer oii.
Digital Electronic Cards for Turbine Governor and Protection.

High and Medium Voltage Switch gear, Transformers measuring instrument s and
associated auxiliaries.

Turbine parts auxiliaries and consumables.

Water and Oil Pumps for various applications and ratings.

Spares Generator Stator Coils for the running units.

Air Compressors for various applications and ratings

Special Equipment ~ Automatic Greasina Machine and Forklift.

Desktop Computers, Printers and their assorted Consumables.

Provision for a Standby Diesel Generator set. 250KVA Sound Proof

Suppiy of 32 Seater Staff Buses

PROCUREMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES

Turbine throat ring and Runner chamberwelding and grouting of Draft Tube
Concrete Structure.

Comprehensive Dam Complex Structure Inspection and Maintenance.

Complete Rehabilitation of 864KVA Standby Black start diesel Generator and
replacement of A/C Air Compressor,

Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of complete Alternator for 1.5MVA
Standby Diesel Generator with excitation system.

Construction and suppiy of equipment lor weather yards upstream

Construction of Fire and Safety Base Station and Maintenance of Fire Fighting
Eouioment.

Internet facility LAN, and communic attain equipment i.e. digital telephone System,
UHF and VHF radios, industrial Public Address System.

Establishment of Chemical Laboratory, purchase of Laboratory equipment and
Chemicals

I(_Zlomputerization of Main Stores and Close Circuit TV for CEO Office and Power
ouse.

Construction of Head Works Crane 70/38 Tons Uftirig Beam

Construction of Pressurized water pipe line and Compete Rehabilitation of Upper
Lock water supply system to CEO’s Office

Rehabilitation of the Dam Crest Oft

PROCUREMENT OF WORKS SERVICES

Concrete block/Iron Fenclna of Staff Clubs.

Construction of Dwarf wall fence with Iron Burglary for Estate & Works Office
Complex.

Renovation of CEO Office Complex:. Fencing (Concrete/Iron), Main Gate-
construction. Renovation of Offices and Landscaping.

Rehabilitation of CEO Office Access Road

Construction of Power House Parking Yard

Renovation ofSenior Camp Schools (Primary & Secondary}:- Provision of Security

Gates and Fencing {Concrete/iron}

Renovation of120Nos Beds Hospital Complex:- Fencing, Access Road and
Landscaping.

Renovation of Auto Vehicle Workshop Complex

CONDITIONS FOR ELIGIBILITY

Interested Comﬁanies should provide the following documents about their

organization. These documents should include:-

? Evidence of company registration with Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) or
home Country Registration for International Bidders.

? Evidence of having successfully carried out similar Works/supply/Services
In the past.

? VAT Registration Certificate and Tax Clearance Certificate for three (3) years
(Original to be sighted at the point of Opening.

? Company Profile including details of Key Staff to be deployed for project
execution.

? Detailed Company Bank Accountforsix (6) months and Bank Reference Letter
from a reputable Bank in Nigeria.

? Detailed list of Equipments ownedfto be hired by the Company (For Works)

? Evidence of Appointmentas Aaent or Representative.

IM PORTANT INFORM ATION
1. Only Technically qualified Companies will be
tender,

2. KHE Pic reserves the right to verify any
claim made bv anv contractor

3. All prospective Contractors should note that
non-compliance with the requirements
above will lead to outright disqualification.

4. This advert shall not be construed to be a
vudmanimedfi€ iy HME EH) ndFf sfloii ¥ 6ntal!

the tenderer to make vany claim(s)
whatsoever by virtue of such tenderer
having responded to this publication.

5. Pre-qualified Companies will be
Required to make a non-refundable
Payment of Forty thousand Naira
fN40,000.00Vonlv oer lot navahlo tn
Kainji Hydro Electric Pic. for the
Bid Documents.

SUBMISSION OF DOCUM ENTS

The Pre-qualification Documents/Expression
of Interest must be submitted in sealed
envelopes indicating clearly the category and
Lot No. as contained in this advert marked
“ Pre-quaiification/Expression of Interest for
2010 Fiscal Year Procurement” at the left hand
corner of the envelope, which must be
submitted within Six (6) weeks from the date
of this publication.

These should be addressed and

subm itted to:~

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
KAINJI HYDRO ELECTRIC PLC.
PMB 1111, NEW BUSSA
NIGER STATE

*

MANAGEMENT
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ADVERTISEMENT OF

VACANT POSITIONS

The Parliament of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAYS),

with headquarters in Abuja Nigeria, is inviting applications from qualified citizens of
the Community to fill the following vacant positions in the professional category:

1. Director of Parliamentary Affairs and Research -D:

Qualification

A first level university degree (Bachelor's degree) in Law, Social Sciences or Public
Administration. The candidate should have a minimum of 12 years post-
qualification working experience, five (5) of which should be in management of
parliamentary affairs and procedural matters preferably in a national, sub-regional
or regional parliament. Advanced university degree (Master’'s degree) in a relevant
field with ten (10) years working experience will be accepted.

Duties and Responsibilities

Under the supervision of the Secretary General, the Director of Parliamentary

Affairs and Research will:
»

1. Plan and coordinate the activities of the department of parliamentary affairs
and research:

2* Organise and ensure a smooth parliamentary procedure, in particular:
3. Draft the reports of the sessions of Parliament;

4. Coordinate and supervise the activities of the units in charge of research
and documentation, especially:



5. Prepare the preliminary draft of the annual activity report of the Parliament
in collaboration with the other departments and units of the General
Secretariat;

6. Prepare the preliminary draft of the annual activity programme of the
Parliament in collaboration with the other departments and units ofthe
General Secretariat; '

7. Coordinate the drafting of the agenda and work programme of the sessions
and those ofthe organs of Parliament;

8. Maintain relations between the Community Parliament and the national
parliaments as well as with inter-parliamentary institutions;

9. Assist the Secretary General in discharging his duties i.e. in planning and
iImplementing the activities of the organs of Parliament and consequently,
carry out all other duties that may be assigned to him.

. ' j .

Salary Scale

The post of Director of Parliamentary Affairs and Research is on D1 of the
ECOWAS Annual Salary scale, that is, UA33 751 - AU41 932.
2. Translatorinto Portuguese - P4

Qualification
e v'l fl1 81 £ .

{ p)\ * g x A X- A i %% %, jr

Afirst level university degree (Bachelor's degree) in translation or its equivalent in a
relevant field plus a post-graduate diploma or professional certificate in translation.
The candidate should have a minimum of eight (08) years relevant post-
gualification working experience.

Duties & Responsibilities
Under the supervision of the Reviser, the Translator into Portuguese will:

1. Translate documents and Parliament's official correspondences in a timely
and faithful manner;

2. Any other duties as may be assigned by the Secretary General,
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Salary Scale

The post of Translator into Portuguese is on P4 of the ECOWAS Annual Salary
scale, that is, UA25 908 - UA30 180.

Eligibility

Application for each of the positions advertised will be restricted to citizens of
ECOWAS Member States.

FRINGE BENEFITS

The following benefits will be extended to all positions in the professional category:
in addition to basic salary, the monthly remuneration package will include post
adjustment, transport, housing and dependency allowances. Other benefits
attached to posts are education grant for up to 4 children, 80% refund of medical
expenses for staff and dependents, provident fund contribution, and installation and
separation allowances.

LANGUAGE
\ C>!

English, French and Portuguese are the official working languages of the
Community.

%, VA Lr
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS
Comrpunit)i{k citizens inte[&ested in any of the positionfsymgmigned in tpe above
vacan'cy announcement should submit an applicant file comprising of the
following:

Job Application;
Photocopies of degrees/certificates and professional attestations;
Curriculum Vitae.

Applications should be. addressed to:

The Honourable Speaker of Parliament, ECOWAS Parliament,

International Conference Centre

Area 11, Garki, PMB 576, ABUJA,

Federal Republic of Nigeria

All applications must be received atthe General Secretariat ofthe Parliament, atthe
latest, by close of business on 31 st March 2010.
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FG pays marketers
NA1 bn oil sulbsidy today

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE Federal Government will today
effect the payment 0fN41 billion being
the balance of oil subsidy owed major
oil marketers in the country for the sec-
ond quarter 0f2009.

The government owes the market-
ers the sum of N73.4billion, Mr Abio-
dun Ibikunle, the Executive Secretary,
Petroleum Products Pricing Regulatory
Agency. (PPPRA) confirmed this in a
chat with newsmen at the weekend.

The PPPRA scribe said that the
money had been approved for payment
since Dec. 31, adding that the process
ofpaying the marketers was concluded
on Jan.6.

He said the last batch of the claims
that came in December was being
worked on for payment to ease the lin-
gering crisis over fuel importation by
the marketers.

Ibikunle said government had
instructed the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) through the Petroleum Products
Pricing Regulatory Agency (PPPRA),
to immediately release marketers
funds to allow importation,adding
that the development is a good meas-
ure to encourage active participation
in fuel importation under the scheme
of Petroleum Support Fund (PSF) in
2010. According to him: “The conclu-
sion of payment was finalised at the
stakeholders’ meeting on Thursday
with Mr Odein Ajumogobia, the Min-
ister of State for Petroleum, to evaluate
the recurring fuel scarcity.

The focus ofthe meeting isto find
lasting solution and to look at modali-
ties in bridging the distribution gap
created by the inability of the banks to
finance the importation of petrol.”

The Federal Government had last
week paid N32 .4 billion initial batch
of the debt Chief Operating Officer
of African Petroleum Pic,Mr. Tunde
Falasinnu, who disclosed this in Lagos
explained that the amount paid by the
Government represents bills submitted
by major marketers that participated
in fuel importation during the second
quarter oflast year.

Meanwhile, marketers have
expressed readiness to resume full
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RILWANU Lukman, Minister of Petroleum

importation of fuel into the country as
soon as the outstanding balance is paid.
Executive Secretary of Major
oil Marketers ~ Association of
NigerfMOMAN],Obafemi Lawore,who
confirmed this at the weekend, however

Central (NGN)
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28.4713 28.5681 28.6649
211.9711 212.6916 213.4121
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230.0676 230.8496 2315485
1.5916 1.5971 1.6025

lamented that his members are yet to
secure import approvals and permits
for the first quarter of 2010 from the
Petroleum Product Pricing Regulatory
Agency and the Department of Petro-
leum Resources [DPR],
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FLIGHT SCHEDULE

Arik Air

PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (M on-Fri), 08.45,
17.30 (Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun); Abuja-PH: 07.15,
11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat) 14.40,17.30
(Sun);Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun)
Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Kano:
03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed,
Fri, Sun); Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sun);Lagos-Yola: Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola
06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos: Yola-Abj
08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-
Maid: Lag-Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-Abj 07:30am,
via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto:
11:10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (M on-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-
Abuja: 08:50am (Mon, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara:
07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:00am,
11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri),
01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (M on-Fri); Kwara-Abuja
01.30pm (Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos:  09:05am (Mon-Fri/
Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos:  11,00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (M on-Fri),
10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and
11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors \

Lagos-Kad: 08.00am (MonFri/Sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Jos:  11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Jos-Lagos:  13.15pm (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Abj:  06.50; 13.30; 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/

Sun); 12.30 (Sun) 16.45 (Sat). Abj-Lagos: 07.30;
13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30; 19.30 (Sun)
18.30(Sat); Lagos-Ben: 07:45; X1:00; 15.30; (Mon-
Fri/Sat/Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

09.15; 12.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun);
17.00 (Sat); 14.00 (Sun); Lagos-Cala: 13.15; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 08.30; 19.00 (Sun); Cala-Lagos: 14.45; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 10.30 (Sun); Lagos-Enu:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat);
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45
(Sun)

Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,10.00,13.10,15.30,17.30
Abj-Lagos: 08.00,11.45,13.40,15.30,17.00
Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Fri/sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri), 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)

Ben-Lagos:

Abj-Kano: 18.40 (Mon-Fri)/sun

Kano-Abj: 08.35 (Mon-Fri) /Sat

Abj-Soko: 09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 11:20 (Wed/Sun)
Soko-Abj:  11.35(Mon), 12.00(Fri), 13:20 (Wed/sun)

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,11.40,14.00,16.30,17.00,17.20;
18.30 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fri)
Abj-Lagos: 07.00,09.30,10.30,11.15,16.15;
19.15,19.25,19:35 (Mon-Fri/Sat/sun); 14:55; 15:15;
20:45(Fri); 19:45(Sun); 11:25,13:35,16:25(Mon)

Stock Market Index

Date: Friday, January8,2010

Index; 21,658.69
Volume: 399,141,264
Cap.: N 5,188385,008,990.00
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China'overtakes Germany
as world's largest exporter’

CHINA’S exports rose 17.7%
in December, state media has
reported, suggesting the country
has overtaken Germany as the
worlds largest exporter.

The rise, compared to a year
earlier, breaks a 13-month'decline
in trade as a result of the global
downturn.

Xinhua said total exports for
2009 were $1.2tn (£749bn), but
total foreign trade over the year
was down 13.9%.

Correspondents say the fig-
ures will lead to new demands
from China’ competitors that it
devalue the yuan.

Last year saw a continuing
decrease in China’ trade as the
global economic downturn led to
afall in demand for its products.

Butin the last few weeks ofthe
year, there was a far greater rise
than forecasters had expected,
with foreign exports reaching
$130.7bn, up 17.7% on the previ-
ous December.

Chinas General Adminis-
tration of Customs (GAC) said
exports overall in the year were
$1.2tn, down 16% from in 2008,
while imports were 11.2% down
from ayear earlier at $1.01tn.

The politically sensitive total
trade surplus was down 34.2% to
$196.1bn, a fall ofalmost a third.

The figures suggests China will
surpass Germanys export total

for the whole of 2009, although
this will not be confirmed until
Germanys full-year data is pub-
lished in February.

A spokesman for GAC said the
increase was “an important turn-

ing point” for the country.

“It is safe to say now that Chi-
nese exporters have come right
through the period of weakness,”
Xinhua quoted statistician Huang
Guohua as saying.

The BBCs Chris Hogg in
Shanghai says many of China}s
producers are low-cost manufac-
turers who assemble equipment
such asi-Pods using foreign com
ponents.

The latest figures are being
seen as an indication that those
manufacturers have proved resil-
ient in the downturn and are
benefitting as their customers
restock, says our correspondent.

But the figures are likely to
lead to renewed complaints from
Chinas trading competitors that
its currency is undervalued, he
added.

Led by the US, they say it is
unfair that China has been able to
make its good cheaper by keeping
the yuan weak, but Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao has said China “will
notyield”to foreign demands that
it revalue the currency.

Beijing has long said that it
will not allow the yuan to trade
freely until its domestic economy
was strong enough to pick up any
resulting decline in exports.

The slowing decline in Chi-
nese trade has also been taken as
a sign that the country’ stimulus
package is working.

Beijing raised tax rebates
on exports several times in
2009, increased tax refunds and
improved export credit insur-
ance.BBC.

Zuma warns S/Africa's economic recovery to be slow

SOUTH Africas President
Jacob Zuma has warned his
countrysrecovery from the glo-
bal economic crisis will be slow.

Addressing tens of thou-
sands of members of his gov-
erning African National Con-
gress, he said there would be a
lag in job creation following the
recovery.

About one in four South
Africans are jobless in Africa’s
largest economy, which entered

Venezuela devalues currency

VIL—:&EZUé[,@%Bresment Hugo

Chavez has announced that the
national currency, tke bolivar, will
be devalued for the first time since
2005, by at least 17%.

The bolivar, whose rate is set by
government decree, will be deval-
ued from its current rate 0f2.15 to
the US dollar to 2.60 for “priority”
imports. However, the bolivar will
be worth 4.30 to the dollar, a 50%
devaluation, for items considered
non-essential.

Mr Chavez was under pressure
to devalue to boost revenue from
oil exports. The country is cur-
rently facing 25% inflation, as well

recession last year.

Mr Zuma also stressed the
need for party unity as the coun-
try prepares to host the football
World Cup this year.

“There are some indications
that we may be recovering from
the worst of the crisis but this
recovery may be slow and per-
haps even temporary,” he said
in his speech delivered in Kim-
berly, some 380km (236 miles)
south-west of Johannesburg.

as reduced foreign earnings. How-
ever, the bolivar is far more deval-
ued on the parallel, unofficial cur-
rency marketwhereittrades at rates
ashigh assixbolivarsto aUSdollar.

Food and health care imports,
and the public sector will be able
to take advantage of the lower of
the two official rates. However,
cars, chemicals, petrochemical and
electronics will be charged at the
higher rate.

President Chavez said that the
two official rates would have the
effect of “limiting imports that are
not strictly necessary and stimulat-
ing exportpolicy” BBC.

“It should also be expected
that the creation of new jobs on
a massive scale will lag behind
the economic recovery,” he said,
speaking on the 98th anniver-
sary of the creation of the Afri-
can National Congress Party.

Mr Zuma has pledged that
his party will create four mil-
lion jobs by the end of 2014,
although because of the down-
turn he has been unable to ful-
fil his aim of creating 500,000

new jobs last year. The South
African economy officially went
into recession for the first time
since 1992 in May 2009, fol-
lowing a sharp slowdown in
the manufacturing and mining
sectors.

Only the construction sector
has remained strong, bolstered
by a huge programme of gov-
ernment investment ahead of
the World Cup.

BBC.

VENEZUELA SPresident Hugo Chavez

USjobless
rate put at 10
per cent

US employers unexpectedly cut

85,000 jobs in December, but the
unemployment rate held steady at
10%, official figures have shown.

The number of job losses
was surprising, particularly after
Novembers figures had been
revised.

The US Labor Department
had initially estimated that 11,000
jobs were cut in November, but
now says that the economy had
in fact added 4,000jobs.

For the economy | think the
jobsreportfitsthe picture that we
have seen ofa hesitant recovery

I didht think wedl see some-
thing like this until February. |
thought wetl have more tempo-
rary workers, and the other job
indicators we had seemed fairly
positive,” said Dan Cook from IG
Markets.

The construction sector bore
the brunt of the job losses last
month, shedding 53,000 posi-
tions. In manufacturing, 27,000
positions were lost.

However, some sectors added
jobs, with professional and busi-
ness services companies creating
50,000 new positions.

Bruce McCain, chief invest-
ment strategist at Key Private
Bank, said the latest data showed
that getting employment back to
normal levels would take some
time.

For the economy, | think the
jobs report fits the picture that we
have seen of a hesitant recovery,”
he said.

Unemployment levels in the
US are at their highest for more
than 20 years.

High unemployment is one of
the toughest domestic challenges
facing Barack Obamas adminis-
tration.

The president has said that
boosting jobs is the best way to
tackle the massive US deficit,
which stands at more than $1tril-
lion (£621bn).

In December, Mr Obama out-
lined ajob creation plan, includ-
ing the proposal to wind up the
Troubled ‘Asset Relief Program
(Tarp) and use the remaining
money from the fund to help
lending to small businesses.

Meanwhile, separate data
from the Commerce Department
showed that US wholesale inven-
tories posted an unexpectedly
strong gain in November.

Wholesale inventories rose
1.5%. Economists had predicted
a 0.2% drop. BBC.

For the econ-
omy, | think
the jobs
report fits the
picture that
we have seen
ofahesitant
recovery, he

cairl
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'‘Poverty rate has dropped in Nigeria'

By Jibrin Abubakar & Sunday Williams

THE man saddled with the responsibility of fighting poverty in
Nigeriahastold Daily Trustthatpovertyratehasdropped andthat
Nigerians are better off. Senior Special Adviser to the President
and Coordinatorofthe National PovertyEradication Programme
Dr. Magnus Kpakol alsosaidthe illnessofPresident Umaru Musa
Yaradua does not affect his performance.

He also disagreed that constant power outage and low per-
formance ofthe economygenerallyhave affected his war against
poverty. He said the 6.90 per cent growth rate recorded in the
preceding year further confirms that povertyrate isfalling

He said some ofthe programmes put in place by his office in
2009 including the Cash Transfer Programme (COPE) and the
involvementofstategovernmentshavehelped inthe fightagainst
povertyin Nigeria

Daily Trusthad reported that in 1980,28% ofNigerians were
poor; in 1985the poverty ratio grewto 46%and dropped to 42%
in 19992. In 1996, the ratio was 65.6%, in 1990 itwas 70%and in
2004 it fell to 54.4%. He said the current poverty rate is less than
50per centand that Nigeriansare richer.

He said though the actual data is collated by the National
Bureau of Statisticswhich isexpectedto come up this year.

Poverty rate is increasing

By Jibrin Abubakar

HEAD ofEconomics Department ofthe Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity Zana Dr. Mike Duru has said that poverty rate is rising
in Nigeria. ,
Dr. Duruwho spoke to Daily Truston phone said the quality
ofliyes ofNigeriansisfalling. He described asmisleading equating
risein Nigerias Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to fall in poverty.
Provisional data fromthe National Bureau ofStatistics (NBS)

(1952%20009)

He said: “The poverty rate has drop because for example
ifyou look at the economy, and look at what happens in say
agriculture, you will realise that there is growth in the sector
last year and that growth in output means something hap-
pened there. Ifyou look across board, you will see that the

. overall GDP growth rate in the economy grew by about 6%.All

ofthatgrowth took place in the non-oil sectorwhere you have
people gettingjobs.”

“Ifwe manage to grow and the oil sector accounts for 30% of
the economy and ifdose to 30% ofthe economy has decline and
yetwe were able to get 6% growth rate, it means that the other
sectors had significant growth rate. So ifyou take that now and
add to the consistency in the economic growth rate that we had
since2000,whichhelptobringthepovertyrate from 70%in 1999
to 54.4% in 2004,and the momentum continues, then itisnot
unreasonable to believethatthe poverty rate musthavedropped
more than 4 points between 2004 and 2009.”

Ifbetween 1999 and 2004, that is 5 years the poverty rate
dropped 16points, itisnotunreasonableto thinkthatinanother5
years, the povertyrate couldnt have dropped more than 4 points.
Asan economist, doingthe back ofenvelop calculations, I knowat
the back ofmy mind that unless we change the yardstick that we
use in measurement, the poverty rate will be under 50%.”

— Economist

indicated thatreal GDP grewby8.23per centin the fourth quarter
012009, up from 4.50,7.22 and 7.07 per cent in the first, second
and third quarters.

But the overall GDP growth for 2009 was projected at 6.90,
up from 5.98in2008; hence the non-oil sectors remain the major
driver ofthe economy.

Dr. Duru also said other indicators showing rising poverty
level in Nigeria include: unemployment, inflation and fuel scar-
city

BUSINESS

Reforms not addressing
poverty - Economist

By Hamisu Muhammad

THERE are no indications
that government reforms are
addressing the rising poverty
level ofthe country, an econ-
omist has told Daily Trust.

Dr Abdulsalam S.A of
the Ahmadu Bello Univer-
sity Zaria said the country’
economy has since entered
a go-slow, saying the reforms
have not had impact on the
poor.

“Nigerianshavewitnessed
many economic reform poli-
ciescomeand go, with littleor
no effect’,he added.

Reacting to how the
economy, fared in 2009, he
said the oil sector reforms
which seeks to open up
the downstream oil sec-
tor to private investment to
improve efficiency seems to
be the aspiration ofthe policy
thrust ofthe presentadmin-
istration in 2009. However,
this policy seems to have lit-
tle or no appeal to the Nige-
rian population and labour
unions.

“l have this reserved
impression, since most econ-
omists will concede that there
may be transitional challen-

ges for this reform despite
its intended benefits to the
economy and citizens in the
longrun.

“Itis not a sacrifice that is
worth making due to institu-
tional rigidityand corruption.
We had this same argument
for telecommunication but
weare still experiencing poor
services, inefficiency, exploi-
tation and the high cost of
making calls and other asso-
ciated services despite the
assumed progress claimed in
the sector”.

On the infrastructure, he
said Yaraduas administration
is not serious to address the
problem, “l have never seen
any country in the world that
completely neglects decent
infrastructural provision and
still go ahead to privatize such
a sector that constitutes the
strength ofthe economy”

“I say this and want to be
quoted anywhere any time
that deregulation ofthe sec-
tor will not bring about the
desired result that will make
the sectorarrive at efficiency
and excellent outcomes. |
would suggest that if we
wait for this we will all be
dead”.

enot think ofyou as gone away hut
ofyou as restingfrom the sorrows
tears in a place of warmth and
>rt where there are no days and

must be wishing that we could know
how nothing hut our sadness can
away. We think of you as

the hearts of those you touched

INC, LOVED IS EVER LOST.
ELOVE YOU SO MUCH.

Air Marsha

For the famil
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The
telephony in

advent of

Nigeria has
bred its own unique habits
amongst

mobile

users. ‘'Flashing’

seems to top the list of such

habits

ByTosin Omoniyi

F OR many itis apastime, while for others itisharm-
less. For aselect fewit is sign ofimmaturity. Viewed
from any angle however, it is fast gaining ground in
the world of mobile telephony today.

Flashing is simply an act ofdialing on ones mobile phone
withoutany intention ofconnecting with the person dialled.
When the number of the person is dialled and it rings, the
button used for cutting communication on the mobile set, is
pressed quickly ,so that the person at the other end does get
to pick the call. The receiver simply hears the ring tone on his
or her mobile set ,and this is cut short abruptly, before he or
she can pick the call. In Nigeria today the trend is common
amongst the young and the old, the rich and the poor and
various segments of the society.

But why do people ‘flash’ rather than call, one may be
tempted to ask. The answers range from the simplistic to
the humorous, and in some cases edges towards the bizarre.

For Ini Asukwo, asaleswoman with aprominentpharma-
ceutical company located in the heart ofthe Areal 1section
of Garki in Abuja, flashing is simply a reaction to the poor
economic state of most Nigerians. She believes that given
the dreary level of living of most Nigerians recharging their
phones has become a task too enormous for not a few. She
says ‘the economic hardship most people face today is in
direct correlation with the poor attitude ofphone users. You
will agree with me that ifa person is financially independent,
and is able to meet his or her basic needs, why would such a
person decide to flash rather than call another. Recharging
ones phone is a business that is fast becoming difficult for
many today. That is why you will see a person persistently
flashing you, so as to get your attention. We do not have to
look down on such people, we should heap the blame on the
faulty system we live underpin present day Nigeria.” When
asked if she engages in the act, she smiles demurely affirm-
ing that she rarely does this ,but when she does flash it is for
areason. Whenever | want someone to come and see me at
home, and I am still along way from home, I simply tell the
person that | will flash him or her whenever I get home. |
do not have to call the person. I simply flash the line to alert
him or herwhen I do gethome. | do not see anything wrong
with this,” she confesses.

For Mrs Adeniji Irantioluwa, a retiree from one of the
ministries, flashing is simply a bad habit that has no justifi-

cation. She says that the economic state ofthe country does
not have anything to do with the trend. ‘Some people are
just fond of flashing other phone users, credit or no credit,
Even ifthey have thousands ofnairaworth ofcredit on their

DAILY TRUST  we

mobile sets, they would still flash you rather than call
enthuses. sne tnen recans aparticular M ow retiree who wa
in the habit of flashing rather than calling, to find out vital
information regarding payment of retirement benefits.

You will agree with methatifa person is financially independent, and isabl
would such a person decide toflash rather than call another? Recharging one's p
Ingdifficultformany today. Thatis why you willseea person persistently flashin
do not have to look down on such peaple, we should heap the blame on the fal

day Nigeria.



fames: even when she got paid and wanted to get a clarifica-
tion from me, she still flashed my phone, rather than give me
a call. It really got on my nerves, and I had to tell her a piece
of my mind. But till date she is yet to stop the habit. | can

to meet hisor her basic needs, why
one isa business that is fast becom-
you, S0 as to get your attention. We
[ty system we live under in present

actually countthe number oftimes she has called me on her
mobile set. Nearly all the time she simply flashes me to find
out any information she requires. It is that bad.’

F or Beatrice Onuoha , an industrial attachment stu-
dentdoing herbeat in Abuja, flashing means different
things to different people. While it may simply be a

form of communication, for most, it could also serve as a

means ofbonding for lovers. She says that she usually flashes

her lover several times a day just to show him that she still
cares about him. She adds that it is a form of communica-
tion for her even when her mobile set is loaded with credit.

‘I flash him alot during the day, especially when I miss him.

It does not mean that | am stingy.

He understands, and most times he simply flashes me
back. It is a form ofbonding for both of us. At times also
when he sends me credit and | load the credit, I just flash
him back to inform him that | have loaded the credit. This
does not mean that I am stingy. A message that can be passed
across by calling, can equally be passed across by simply
flashing,” she opines.

Osolor Ehime is a youth corps member serving in the
capital city. Her assertion is similar to Aleges. To her, flash-
ing someone is a show of affection which reveals that the
other person is always on one’s mind.

She recently had a disagreement with her heartthrob.
Interestingly, the face offwas as a result ofthe reluctance of
her man to flash her once in awhile. She complains: ‘Due to
the nature of his job as ajournalist, he is always busy with
one assignment or the other, and hardly has time to call me.
This | perfectly understand, and | am not too particularly
annoyed. Butwhat gets on my nerves is the fact that he would
not even find time to just flash me. Flashing to me does not
take time. Its simplicity goes a long way to show you that the
person at least cares about you, and is probably thinking of
you at the moment. | flash him whenever | miss him ,and |
believe hevshould also have me in mind too.’

F indings reveal that flashing is capable of causing
annoyance for most people though they may not tell
you, in order not to hurt your feelings. Others simply

ignore you, even at moments when you finally decide to

call. A respondent confided in the medium that whenever

a friend ofhis calls, he does not bother to take the call. This

is because the person would actually\vait for him to pick

the call and when he picks it, he simply drops it, and what
he hears is only the dialing tone which shows that the caller
has dropped the call. ‘It actually gets on my nerves, | must
confess. Ironically, he is someone | respect a lot and | find
it hard to caution him, as this may hurt his self respect, and
strain our relationship. So what I simply do is to ignore any
call from him because | know what would come next. The
other time he called me and I refused to pick the call, he was
annoyed with me when next he saw me. He asked me why |

did not pick his call.

I just apologized in order to avoid an altercation. | was
actually tempted to blurt out my feelings, but I held myself
in check,” he says.

>
A public affairs commentator, Sunday Adeniyi how-
ever offers an interesting insight into the reason
behind the culture of flashing. He says he does

not flash. He sees it simply as an act of irresponsibility, that
should be seen as a social malaise ,rather than a harmless
pastime. He debunks the notion that the bad state ofthe
economy is the principal cause ofthe trend. He points out
that, ‘it is a social vice that is only practiced by the uncouth.
In civilized climes when someone flashes it is translated as
a call for help. In other words, it means that the person is
in danger and needs the help ofwhoever he or she is flash-
ing. The person whose phone is flashed would not be doing
anything untoward, if he or she approaches the police with
information that the person who flashed may be in grave
danger. And | can assure you that the security agents would
take such information seriously. But what do we have here
in Nigeria?

People have come to accept the trend as normal, just as
other societal ills like advanced free fraud, internet fraud,
official graft, immorality and what have you. It is unfortu-
nate. The society which we live in ispermissive ofanything
>and this is what accounts for uncivilized behaviours such
as this.”

He adds with a twinge ofhumor: ‘you can imagine the
other time a friend ofmine who | promised to link up with
someone so that he would secure a sizeable contract, actu-
ally flashed my phone. Itold him to call me so that I can give
him the details ofhow to secure the contract, but rather than
sacrifice atoken to find out, he preferred to flash. Now what
do you make of that? It shows that some people do not just
care about the way others perceive their actions’

M any do not share his view however. For this group
ofpeople, there isno harm in playing alittle prank
oncein awhile. Flashing offers the ideal platform

to play childish games even at prime old age. A nurse, Adebisi

Badejo, says that she uses it as a form of entertainment with

her grown up children, whenever they delay in acceding to

her requests.

She says that she flashes their phones consistently until
they get tired and are forced to comply with her demands. ‘I
tease them by disturbing their peace on the phone. | know
when they get tired of my constant flashing, they simply call
back to inform me that they have not forgotten what they
promised to do for me. Ifyou do not do this with this young
ones who have other things competing for their attention,
they will just ignore you in old age. However I just do this
as aform ofentertainment, rather than to cause them harm.
The irritation they feel but which they cannot reveal to me,
is what makes the game all the more exciting,” she smiles
sweetly.

Be that as it may, itis an undisputable fact that flashing is
gradually gaining ground amongst Nigerians today. While
many still frown atit, it isno doubt a fact that it is one ofthe
few habits that make the advent of mobile telephony more
interesting. Sadly, many more would”*easily as well disagree
with this assertion, of course, with their own peculiar rea-
sons.

e |n civilized dimes when some-

oneflashesitistranslatedasacall
for help. In other words, it means
that the person is in danger and
needs the help of whoever he
or she is flashing. The person
whose phone is flashed would
not be doing anything unto-
ward, ifhe orshe approaches the
police with information that the
person who flashed may be in
grave danger. And | can assure
you that the security agents
would take such information
seriously. But what do we have
here in Nigeria?
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Oil chiefs

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Nigerian National Petroleum Cor-
poration (NNPC) hasconcluded plans to
convene a high level forum of all the key
operators in thedownstream sector of the
o1 ana gasindustry in Nigeria. According
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Mass sack In

banks

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

WITHIN the lasttwo months, Nigerian labour market has
not only swelled up by the increasing rate of sack workers
in the nations banking sector, it has started creating panic

government circle. This is unprecedented in recent
time. In two months, over 6,000 workers have been shown
the way out, all in a bid to cut cost. Worse hit are the eight
banksinwhich the Central BankofNigeria (CBN) injected
fresh N620 billion lifeline.

Although CBN denied reports that it directed banks to
cut down on their staffstrength in order to remain stable,
Lamido Sanusi had last week threw his weightbehind their
action, saying that banks are private companies.

“Let me make a few clarifications and | have made this
before: the CBN did not direct banks to sack workers. The
allegation is false,” he stated.

He, however, put on record that “banks are private
companies. They take their decision on engagement and
disengagement ofworkers based on business imperatives”

Accordingto him, ifabank has builtup a high costbase
becauseitthoughtitwas making money and then it discov-
ers that itwas not making asmuch money as it was making
because the loans are bad, it has to reduce its cost base.

He also revealed that some banks dealt with their in-
house unions which signed offthe cheques appropriately,
while others are still engaging the unions.

I do not think that it is the place of the regulator or
government to tell a private sector bank how many staff
it requires. A bank like Oceanic Bank was spending about
N4 billion amonth on salaries. Intercontinental Bank was
spending over N4 billion amonth on salaries.

“There are no performing loans earning money. The
banks are paying huge interest on interbank line lines and
paying interest on depositors’ funds. They have costs of
running their branches. They have to survive,” he said.

Before then, the Managing Director/Chief Executive
Officer of Oceanic Bank International, John Aboh, had
hinted that the financial institution embark on cost-saving
measures to make it stay afloat.

According to him, the bank, under the cost rationalisa-
tion agenda, will ensure the right-sizing ofthe workforce, to
fit revenue generating capacity, streamline branch expan-
sion, eliminate poorly performing subsidiaries and invest-
ment in technology and project management methodolo-
gies, to introduce process automation in operations.

He explained that the situation the bank found itself
today cannot afford it to maintain the current staffstrength,
stressing that once the bank stabilizes, it would first employ
all its retrenched workers before admitting new ones.

Intercontinental Bank Pic, for instance, officiallyadmit-
ted to sacking about 1,339 workers, though it promised to
recall some ofthe workers when its finances improve. Mah-
moud Lai Alabi, its managing director, said: “As a matter
of fact, we have advised all the affected staffto leave their
forwarding addresses with the human resources depart-
ment for possible recall as the need arises. | must also add
that both management and staff of Intercontinental Bank

§£ As long as the unions exist
in banks, the management of
the banks must discuss and
dialogue with them before
any action is taken on them.
Ifit does not work that way,
you can come to the minis-
try for our intervention and
not after the sack. It is unac-
ceptable to us.

have made sacrifices on all
generous and outrageous
bonuses, all of which has
since been suspended.

Alabi also absolved
the CBN of any guilt in the
recent sacks, saying that
Intercontinental  Bank3
action was strictly the man-
agement’ decision and was
not aresponse to any direc-
tive from the Central Bank
as is being speculated.

According to Alabi,
none of the core staff of
the bank was disengaged,
adding that going forward,
some ofthe non-core staff
could be repositioned and
properly aligned into the
bank’s outsourcing work-
force without any reduction
in their benefits.

“The exercise, which is
part of the strategic plans
to reposition the bank to
profitability level, affected
senior manager to execu-
tive trainee grades. This
exercise was carried out
with due consideration ofa
number of assessment cri-
terja,” Mr. Alabi he said.

But, the Federal govern-
mentand labour unions last
week kicked against the
mass sack and directed the
banks managers of 24 banks to recall the affected staff.

The Minister of Labour and Productivity, Prince
Adetokunbo Kayode, at interractive session with the man-
agementteam of CBN and three commercial banks namely,
Intercontinental Bank, United'Bank of Africa (UBA) and
Oceanic Bank expressed dissatisfaction over the huge job
losses in the nation’s financial sector.

We mustkeep people atwork and ifthere isany adjust-
ment in the banking sector as a result of the present glo-
bal financial crisis, it must be done in accordance with the
labour laws, ifnot it is not acceptable,” he said.

He instructed management of the banks to dialogue
with the respective labour unions to review the ongoing
rightsizing exercise.

He said: “As long as the unions exist in banks, the man-
agement ofthe banks must discuss and dialogue with them
before any action is taken on them. Ifit does not work that
way, you can come to the ministry for our intervention and
not after the sack. Itis unacceptable to us.”

He urged the banks to always comply with the due proc-
essand the labour laws in any action taken on workers add-
ing that government had put modalities in place to ensure
smooth relationship between the banks and the workers.

Though he acknowledged that pay cut cannot be
avoided in the banking sector as aresult ofharsh environ-
ment and the present financial crisis, he however said the
pay slash must be across the board and must be done in
accordance with due process.

Speaking at the occasion, secretary general of Trade
Union Congress (TUC) John Kolawole; head of Indus-
trial Relations for Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), Owei
Lakemfa; national president of Association of Senior Staff
of Banks, Insurance and Financial Institutions (ASSBIFI)
Sani Lasisi accused the banks ofignoring due process in
the mass sack.

They also said extant labour laws were abused in the
exercise.

Kolawole said in line with due process, “issues like these
must be discussed with the unions. We have discovered that
nobody has done that. It automatically means that they did
not obey the law. Itautomatically means that whatever they
have done is null and void. Ifwe cannot reverse, we must
put a stop to it now and that no other exercise like that
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will take place until due process is followed because I dis-
covered that immediately you made that pronouncement,
some banks rushed to send people out in anticipation that
by the time they come here ifthere was going to be any dif-
ficulty they will say weVe already done it.”

Lakemfa pointed out that the CBN, through a circular,
directed all the 24 banks to reduce their workforce by 30

ercent and overhead after the injection ofthe N620 bil-
ion bail-out fund.

In their defense, CBN deputy governor, Sule Labaran,
managing director of Oceanic Bank John Aboh and manag-
ing director of Intercontinental Bank Mahmoud Lai Alabi
argued that the decision was done painstakingly but aimed
at protecting the interest of shareholders.

Labaran said the apex bank at no time directed the man-
agement ofthe banks to sack workers, but noted that most
of the banks including Oceanic Bank, Intercontinental
Bank, Union Bank and two others were running at loss
adding that 50 percent of their funds was used on opera-
tional cost.

“We never instructed the banks to lay offstaff. When we
injected money into the banks, what we did was to advise
them to stabilize and meet the requirements expected of
them. Itwill interest us ifthe banks follow due process. But
the situation we are witnessing in the banks is unfortunate.
Ifthey are to retrench and remain stable, itisquite unfortu-
nate; we only advised banks to focus on cash base because
rightsizingisnoton only staffbut on the cost. What is hap-
pening in the banks today is unfortunate but understand-
able, he said adding that “CBN%focus is for the banksto be
strong because we have supported them”, he said.

THE sacks ata glance:

INTERCONTINENTAL Bank 1,339
OCEANIC Bank 1500
UNITED Bank for Africa 46
UNION Bank 50
SPRING Bank 200
WEMA Bank 500
FINBANK 500
FIRST Bank 450
DIAMOND Bank 1,000
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Volume Traded Value
7,371 217,824.53
212,169 150,743.69
283,815 1.613.258.38
ACCESS - 11,993,339 96.927.696.00
AFRIBANK 5,375,682 15.374.480.00
Al(CO 13,992,386 11.686.505.00
AIRSERVICE 72.500 182.700.00
AP 60,096 2,044,930.25
ASHAKACEM 1.004,078 13.107.981.00
ASOSAVINGS 242,203 159.853.98
AVONCROWN 187 1,359.49
BAGCO 1,295,841 a 202664025
BCC 467,004 21.508.636.00
BECOPETRO 95,000 v 217,550.00
BERGER 196,476 660,159.38
CAPOIL 429,052 240,569.12
CCNN 504,196 6.910.216.00
CHAMS 8,423,880 5.896.716.00
CHEVRON 2,200 161.194.00
CILEASING 530,637 U80,646.50
CONOIL 196,168 5,975,277.50
CONTINSURE 153.500 168.850.00
CUSTODYINS 1,514,100 4.355.391.00
CUTIX 59,763 206.779.98
DAARCOMM 465,850 260.962.00
DANGFLOUR 17,638,587 217.914.672.00
DANGSUGAR 2,468,140 37.054.968.00
DIAMONDBNK 9,918,164 7362040.00
DUNLOP 2,525,936 1.262.968.00
ECOBANK 6,666 fe * 63,993.60
ETERNAOIL 255,480 1,466,455.25
FCMB 5,452,440 |issiiiM ™ 41,665,
FIDELITYBK 26,622,915 67.273.176.00
FIDSON 788,510.19
FIRSTALUM 9,400 4,700.00
FIRSTBANK 15,140,702
GLAXOSMITH 0.00 8 92,036 2,098,324.00
GOLD1N5URE 0.00 1 25.000 20.750.00
GTASSURE 0.00 31 6,903,850 14,539,073.00
GUARANTY 0.01 354 15,906,131 254,898,912.00
GUINEAINS 0.00 2 58,500 29.250.00
HMARKINS 0.00 S 812.000
HONYFLOUR 0.00 19 48.100 405.528.00
IAJNSURE 0.00 1M1IIMMIIU 0.00
IBTC 0.10 31 335,729 2,489,98750
IHS 0.00 40.000 161.200.00
INTERCONT 0.09 169 5,598,082 10.613.320.00
IPWA 0.00 1 2.000 2.640.00
JAPAULOIL -0.05 140 4,516,517 5.905.759.00
JBERGER 0.91 40 899,334 23.949.318.00
LASACO 0.01 35 5,965,086 3,252,123.75
LAWUNION 0.00 18 10,097,772 5.050.726.00
LINKASSURE 0.00 1 10,000 5,000.00
LIVESTOCK 0.03 6 146.000 93.440.00
ILONGMAN -0.45 6 379.100 3.252.678.00
MAYBAKER m 0.20 13 182,504 775.192.00
MOBIL 0.00 n 5,399 527,718.50
NAHCO 0.27 101 559,437 . 4,357,624.0)
NEIMETH 0.05 n 607,636 941,885.81
NESTLE 0.00 24 40,209 9,617,163-00
NIGERINS 0.00 4 78 5/5 73,074.75
OANDO 0.00 14 25,515 2,398,154.75
OASISINS 0.00 2 10.000 14.200.00
OCEANIC 0.10 74 6,058,760 12.905.159.00
OKOMUOIL 0.00 2 418 9,037.16
SKYEBANK -0.03 153 11,054,476 62.649.648.00
STERLNBANK -0.03 45 5,104,353 6,865,194.50
TANTALIZER 0.04 33 2,177,203 1.927.489.62
TOTAL 0.00 12 14,603 2.071.324.62
TRANSCORP 0.02 57 11,742,655 6,687,849.00
TRIPPLEG 0.00 1 37,055 161,930.34
UNILEVER 1.00 39 1,444,705 . 30,355,558.00
UNIVINSURE 0.00 2 535,000 267,500.00
WAPIC 0.05 14 551,525 b04,W3.50
WEMABANK 0.03 69 4,284,471 4,776 136.00
ZENITH8ANK 021 281 7,266,295 . 104,395,248.00
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POWER HOLDING COMPANY OF NIGERIA
YOLA ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

iM~AIJOMIJEQR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF MANUFACTURERS/
COQNIBACTORS/SUPPLtERS FOR 2010 CAPITAL BUDGET

The Managementof Pewer Holding Company of Higmm, Yola Eteetrteriy Distribution Company iraWMs
to execute some essential federal Government funded capital electric power protects for 2010
fmaftssal 3«arirta«e »«h the Pmsicferit's s « n |»irtfsagtnsfa:.

Interested, competentand reliable companiesare therefore invited to express sheir intention
to execute the project an* or supply equipment and material* t0 OUrcompany through submission of
pre”ys&FKitshor? documents,

EXPANSION

LOT1: CABLES &KITSFORNETWORKEXPANSION (UNDERGROUND MT
&LTCABLES)

LOTIA; supplyofvarioussixesofHTundergroundcable®

LOT1B: Supplyofvarioussizes of LT underground cahtes

LOT1C: supplyofvarious termination kits

LOT2:  CONSTRUCTION OF 33KV& tfKVOVER HEAD LINE

LOT2A! gonstmsfanaf33KV & 11KV overheadlineatYerwa b,y MaSduawl

LOT2B: constructionof33KV & 11KV overhead line at Butunkutu fctuMaiduguri

LOT2C: constructs*of33KV &11KV over heactfee atYolab.u Adamaw*

LOT2Q: constructionof33KV &11KV overhead line atJalingo b.u Taraba

LOT2E; constructionof33KV& 11KV overhead lineat Mubib.uAdamawa

LOT2F: constructionof33KV* 11KV over head Sineat Damaturub,u Yobe

LOT2G _ owwtniettonof33KV & 11KV < m thead line €lPotiskum fe,uYofc»

OPERATIONS

LOTS; COMMUNJCANON EQUIPMENTAND SYSTEMS

LOT3A; Supply ofCommunicate VHP MtoMleRadfoand 1SOAH Batteries (spares)

bQT3B: SupplyoflLaptopsand printers

LOT3C; Supplyof,PlotterandA 2 printer

LOT4;  REPLACEMENTOFABSOLETESWITCHGEARS

LOT4A: gy pptyofSdmoUerpowerpack, DC-DC Converterand33kvdraftbreak*
(Honzon-controfmodule)

LOTS: PROVISION OFTESTEQUIPMENT

LOT 5A: wﬂ/g’é@KVmegger. tOKVmegger, Crimping machinesHydraulic) and 3 phase Geo

)

]
LOTSB: SupplyofSpecial PC&M Van

LOTSC. standard PC&M toolboxand currentinjection kldfsecondary)

LOTSD: supplyoffibre HT ladders

LOTS: CONSTRUCTION OF STANDARD STOREATTHE PROPOSED SITE

LOT6A Design ofstandard store

LOT6B  Construction ofstandard store

LOT?:  PROVISION OF HEAVYEQUIPMENTVEHICLES&CRANESETC

LOT7A: Supplyof4*4 double-cabin

LGT7B: Supplyoftyresandengine oil

LOTS: PROVISION OF SAFETYTOOLS &KITS

LOT8A: syppiyofsafety boots, raincoat, safety helmet, safety t»fi fic*«*atand hand gloves.
LOTSB: syuppiyofmechanics! toolbox. electricaltoolbox,, and puillft

LOT8C SupplyofLT fibre ladders.

MAINTENANCE
LOTS: FEEDERPILLAR &RMUS
LOT9A:
LOT9B:
~ ~Z""N'T/REPLACEMENT(REHABILITATION OFCWH HT&LTLINES
LOTIOA Supplyofdlstrlbutlon matenais.
REHABIUTATIION OF DISTRIBUTION TRANSFORMERS) SUBSTATIONS

L2 I11E ofDistribution SubstationsatJaiingo Business Unit
LOT 11B Rehabilitation of Distribution Substationsal Mutol Business Unit
LOT 11C RehabilitationofDistribution Substations atDamaturu Business Unit
LOT12; TRACE CLEARING

Traceclearing for3®<V and 11KV linesatBulurolaitu Business Unit
LOT 128: Traewdawins for33KV and 11KVIb>esatCtematuru Business Un#
LOT13: RECONDUCTORING
LOT 13A: o0f33S»Sowerforrivercrossing fromSNnitotoKayk Gadalmeto, Yola,

PRE-OUAUFICATtON REQUIREMENTS
Tenderare requiredtosubmitthe Mowing infonmafcn tobe oonssd”ed forpra-auaifcatiw
,  Photooopwsofcertificate of Incorpora&on/tsus»>ess registration in N”eria,

2. Photocopiescurrentcompany’s tax clearance certificate forthelast three years.
Photooopsesofvalue added tax (VAT) registration certificate and evidefKe ofVAT remittances.
Comprehensive company profile including details of fte management and professionai staff and
company brochure convincing proofofajmpatencetoundartaka Shelob.

Evxtence ofieiAtiieal, operatSorsaiarid m an”~rtaicfabNifes,
Evince ofinancial capabilities of exscytmg presets with csrtiSed statemsrit from rapytable

Cwnpany'sauditedaccountforthe lastthr»e (3)years.

$SjS.SSS.S.'sr.tpeEl o Py » «*
SESS0SSSJSLS™ » 4 Ky cm— * -

CmsMiM mmmnim shouldhav*a COSEN registered gnginew as a Director.
Te&lt cs fiicate issued by we»-kn«3wn siitematSonai standard feat laboratory for manufacturers of

10,
11

12 Sample oftestreportofmanufactured equipment.
13. Evidence of pajwem into National Health Insurance Si*©ine (NHIS) for a company's

Any o'fi-erratevantdocument that will pfac& the companyona comparail® advant&ga
15« documentssubmittedwill be fwbjeciedto verification from the relevantagencies

SUBMISSIONOFDOCUMENTS

Tt» pro-tjuaSftcaSon documents should fee duly signed by £he company's ttanaairsg Director This
shcs*ld be spiraily bounded in two (2) copies and submitted in a seated envelope indioMing She LOT as
$2S8§522 &OWiy PRK-QUAUFICATtON FOR 3010 FGN CAPITAL
BU DGET at the lefthand corner of the envelope, dearly Indicating the name of (he company, malting
address and GSM number.

NOTE

aJAPPLICATION SHOULD BEPER LOTAND DOCUMENTSFC« DIFFERENTLOTS MUSTBE INA
SERW WEENVELOPECLEARLYAND BOLDLYLABELEDASINDICATEDABOVE

b)NO SUPPLIERWILLBECONSIDERED FOR MORETHATTWO {2)LOTS,

CLOSING DATE:
Pre-<juaSftcation domments must be deiiverBd by hand or registered mail to reads the undersigned on
orbefore 12,00 neonofFriday, 19* February 2010,

The ChiefExecuiive Officer.

PowerHoldingCompany” Nigeria Pte

Yote Etactridty Dislrlbutton Company

No. 2 AtilcuAlsubakarRmtS.

P.M. B, 2076

Jtereta/Yola,

Adamawa State.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

a)The documents submitted wiil be opened on Friday 19” February 2010 by 2 00 pm at Yota Electricity
Distribution Company Headquarters premises.

ts)Oniy Technically qualified,competentand successfully pee-selected coritractors twill be invited to bid
for relevantLoft,

g Ybta Electricty Distribution Company shall notenterintoany correspondence wth any unsuccessful

This advert shall not be construed to be a commitmenton the part of PHCN Yola Etecttdty
DistnsbuSon Com pany nor shall it entail the tenderer to make any ctaim(s) whatsoever and/or to seek
any indemmty from Yola Electricity Disftibutiori Company by virtue of such tenderer having responded
tomis puoscatissp.

POWER HOLDING COMPANY OF NIGERIA

rw M YOLA ELECTRfCfTY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

1,0 INTRODUCTION
The Federal Governmentof Nigeria inHs desire to farther enhance Electrscity Suoplv in
the Country has granted approval to procure Distribution Traflsfomiers for reirsforeemaot.
ofEtectridty Supftyinfrastmcture in Yola Electricity OisWhbsition Company (YEDC

Consequently, YcaElectricity Distribution Company now irtvites tenders for the suaoiy of
tie Distribution Transformersforthis purpose.

21 SCORE OF WORKS
| Supply o f500KVA, 11/0.415KV Distribution Transformers
Supply 0of500KVA, 33/0,415KYV Distribution TraosfbRiiers
lh m ~ Defivf » to completed within twoéZ) weeks te n the date of issuance of
works Order. Locationofdeliveryis as specified undereach lot.
Transformerswill be supplied on Shrebasis oflotas shown below:-

5GOKVA. 500KVA TOTAL
33/0415KV 11/0415KV
Suppiy of isN os Distribution
Transformerfar use at Yewa,

Supply of 14Nos Distribution
Transformerto use at Bulumkutu
Business Unit yaidugwi

LOT 3 Suppiyofi4Nos Distribution
Transformer for use at Yola
Business Unit, Yola

Supply of 12Nos Distribution
Transformer for use atJalingo
Business Unit Jalingo

LOTS sSupplyoflINos Distribute
Transformer for use at Damaturu
Business Unit, Damaturu

LOT 6 Suppiy of iONos Distribution
Transformer for use at Mubi
Business Unit. Mubi

LOT7 Suppiy of 9Nos Distribution
Transformer for use at Potiskum
Business Unit. Potiskum

SkJders may bid formorethanonelot
31 ELIGIBILITY OFPRODUCT
*  Only transformers from European markets are eligible to be supplied
underthis procurement Invitation.
*  Mate of Transformers to be wppSerf must have been in PHCN
Network for notless than 5years.
*  Transformers not supported with shipping documents will not be
eligible for procurement.
*  Transformers not sighted at the bidder's warehouse will not be
ordered,
4.1 SPECIFICATION !
él'qe tlgansformers to be supplied should be suitable for use in PHCN network as stated in
above

51 REQUIREMENTOF TENDERERS
Acopy of Certificate of Incorporation o fthe company in Nigeria.

* A copy of Company profile including among others organizational
structure and key professional staff, manufacturing: capacity where
possible, copy of Company and equipment Brochure should be
submitted.

*  Evidence of having successfully carried out similar supplies and
location ofsuch within the iastfive years,

*  Test certificate issued by well known international Standard test
laboratory formanufacturers of Distribution Transformers.,

*  SampleofTest ReportofManufactured Equipment

*  CurrentCompany Tax Clearance forthe lastthree years,

*  CurrentVAT Registration Certificate and evidence of VAT remittances

*  Evidence offinancial capability from a reputable Bank.

*  Warehouseto be inspected before issuance of Works Order

» Any other relevant information or documents) that will place the
company on a more competitive:advantage overothers,

»  Shipping documentsto be enclosed in the bid to be submitted,

NOTE: Yola. Electricity Distribution Company wilt carryout verification of all claims by
bldbdertst a Hence ali necessary Authority and guarantee for verifications must be
submitte

6.1 SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENT

interested Applicants should submit theirfinancial bid documents and those stated in 5 1
above in sealed envelopes indicating the Lot and marked “Tender for Supply of
Dsstnbution Transformers”. Name and mailing address of the Tenderers Company shaii
be dearly marited on the envelopes). The documents must be delivered by hand to'
reach the Wowing address:

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
YOLAELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY
NO. 2ATIKU ABUBAKAR ROAD, JIMETA-YOLA
ADAMAWA STATE, NIGERIA

Two sets (original and a copy) plus soft copy are to be submitted, Aliinformation shaH be
Erowded in English Language. Submission of tenders shall dose at 12,00 noon 19th
ebruary 2010.

This advertisement shal not be construed as a commitment on the part of YEDC
Managementnor shaiiit entitle responding Contractors to seek any indemnity from YEDC
by virtue ofsuch Contractors having responded to this advertisement.

SIGNED: MANAGEMENT
YOLA ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY
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Gone to be with the Lord

With profound gratitude to God Almighty for a life full of monumental
accomplishments, the families of

ESC ARCHIBONG

of Obutong in Calabar Municipality in Cross River StatedI
an

SOKARI DISRAEL BOB-MANUEL,
CHIEF KALA DOKUBO ORUGUTA
MBIERIYIEKOTA ASARI

of Abonema in Akuku-Toru Local Government in Rivers State
-vK announce the death of our Son, Husband, Father,
Nephew, Cousin and Brother.

Mr. FRED OKON ESO ARCHIBONG

BURIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Monday 11th January, 2010 Service of Songs
at Tafawa Baiewa Square (New Hall)

Time: 5:00pm

January, 2010 Service of Songs

by FEGOCOWOSA
at No. 27, Glover Road, ikoyi Lagos,
mRr
Wednesday 13th, January, 2010 Service of Songs

at his Residence, No. 4, King Faisal Street, Off Gimbtya street,
Off Onitsha Crescent, Garki Area 11, Abuja.

Time: 7:00i

Friday, 15th January, 2010 Wake Keeping Service/
Night of Tributes

at The African Club, 63. Calabar Road, Calabar.

Time: 7:.00pm

Saturday, 16th January, 2010 Lying in State
at The African Club, 63, Calabar Road, Calabar.
Time: 8:00-10:00 am

Commendation Service

at First Baptist Church, 115, Ekpo Abasi Street,
by CRUTECH Gate, Calabar,

Time: 10:00am
Interment follows immediately after the service
at Hawkins Cemetery Extention - Eyo Ita axis

Entertainment of Guests follows im

after
at The African Club, 63, Calabar Road, Calabar

at First Baptist Church, 15 Port Harcourt Gres"mOffjGimbiya StreeL
TiNeE: 10,

Dauda N. lliya
National President

FEGOCOW OSA

08034080059 i-v -

Late Ired Okoii Eso ABCHIBOMG
(Boimgo Sha)
J«ly 1, 1»5» - Nwr. 2», 200»
FGC Warri Jan. 1071 -Jime 1973
Maureen Akpofur© - Awobokun
| MYtAE BIENAR G hadr
rcUuvuwuoM

08029671S15
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W O T O OF THE FEDERATION

ederal ministry of finance

JIATION TO TFEM)Pij >i*,

IINOERWRIt?*rs AND BROKERS FXH*GROUP
ASSURANCE

Introduction;

A s s u r a e for the G P Life
nustsatlsfy the following conditioiis:

€)] Evidence of registration with a _
Corporate Affairs

Commission
(b)  CopyofcurrentNAICGM Licence

W lsassssssy R

AW,Ual Retunis a"d

(h) .
Vs ofsix (6) key

management personnel
i)
k)  Verifiable evidence ofsta tt? "!!*,0'* ' |hralyears
pasl iliree yean! **E «*«»«m% doii, d»
v{) Bank reference

(m) A Skned declaration by the Chief F™
company settles and wiil settle all genu”e claimsprompdV”C

Requirements h r Life Assurance Broken

2. @)

Commissionf reglstratKMI with thc Corporate Affairs
Copy ofcurrentNAICOM License
Copy ofNCRIB Certificate
Copy of Company’s Tax Clearance Certif
thrggyears bany )ée for the past

()
companyforS KU hrwya” Ch” * EMa"'ve of
Verifiable evidence of $forthe lastthree years
past threeyears ofmal*'**» successfully done in the
Bank reference
Evidence o fOffice in Abuja

w I eSS nal*em nity Cover '

S«6mi»lon ofDocuments

Conference Room, 2* floor. Old Block FederalM ~  ~  att1e BOPs

The documents/bids should be in «e,iJi ? Mmistr>'ofFinance, Abuja

for GroupLife Assurance-Undem Si*fe’ a dboldly raafked "Bid
**"**»*

Brokers” respectively. Bids received alter Ac t
Submissions should be addressed to: e deadline will be rejected.

The Dlreeior-Genera]|

Fedefal NHRISH B FR3FHA
g‘i/rlmgaggpsiness District
G'ar'kI'-Ab'uja

SIGNED
DiIRECTOR-GENERAL

kogi State community and social

r  FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EQI)
Contract No: K6 CSDA/BS/CQS/001.

e *» * from

ofpj mmunltyandSocia) Devpinnrm  J arcfsthe'rrpferrentation

&l £ 0BRECT 1 ?ﬂuﬁt@‘ $A

“1* 18t* w*y one 21>

Barnmpatl Local GowmmentAreas (Lt

istricts of the State. Those are K f"°SSthe ,hreel 3y Se™ toris|

Kabba/Bunu, Mopamuro VagballL, |, VB8'» [N «
i f , Westsrn: A<*avi

Ogori/Magongo, Okene, AJaokuta Okfhi
™m ,Ce" 1

Olamaboro, Wamela/Odolu O “ia. al:
from the East. sa’ Omala, Idah and Ibaji LGAs

tL h,°"ECIIMEOFTHEassignment

,iS S TrBIn lhe s?a®°-«onomlc

Status 3 £ S , & S a S

projectlife.

The consultant is expected to vkit ait n
: Local Government

. “"ofCom m unftyrtth
Population of ComLnhv quarte® d State Capital.
Ifito gender/Adult

/Children/ethnicity/religion * ggfegated

yiefd'

markets™leSS”~cT5 (SCh°° 5 Céntre$' water PP~

gender/adult/childrenld (fam'ly) disa8gregated into
Sources of household income/economic activities

N« * 1V (if any) vulnerable groups (orphans, leprosy, charity homes,

. i Others
d request t0 55" nigeria@yahQgl£offi for detailed TOR

4* DURATION
The survey isexpected to be concluded within eight {8) weeks,

profile showing experience and comp«ence mlevantto the Mstgnment31®

notreim bu”bletastdhectcoGtofthe~er"ser°t'at,0n °f~ COntraCt 3re

Method and procedure'm accordan°nSUlik"* Qu3lmca''on“ lection (CQ)
lhe Guidelines- Selectton and Emnlo *« P°'iC Sof IDS detalls'] in

Borrowers
the following website:

iri this ass"nmem °*C° nSUtant(Si 20nes the state is very crucial

9 The expression of interest with nna/n ~ * e
copies fn properly sealed envelope mustbe “eHveredttr *

e General Maneger,

OtoS™ ro7ato”™o |W tstT e«/IfenC\NKGCSDA)'

Mice Station, Ganaja J | ' C Divisto"’ Nle*rla
laterthan 25*January, JIMO by’12'00L o tf0*?* ~ K°gi State
left corner- "EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORBW EUNEMSMNIL-Myw

°'her
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KADUNAE ECTRICITY DISTRBUTION GOMVPANY

Anmt 5*6* T Floors NAGWAMATSE House,

Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna.

NVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE UNDER LISTED PROJECTS

Introduction!: The Federal Government of
Nigeria has made budgetary proposal in the 2010
; financial year to procure, repair and upgrade
existing electricity infrastructure in the country in
order to improve energy efficiency and further
| enhance service delivery to the people in line with
Mr, President's? pointAgenda.

Consequently, the Kaduna Electricity Distribution

Company (PHCN) hereby invites interested and

competent Manufacturers, Manufacturers

Representatives and Contractors with relevant

experience in electrical works and the supply of
i electrical equipment to tender for the supply of
| the following under listed projects, underthe 2010
I FGN Capital Budget.

EXPANSION

LOTKD1; CABLES AND KITS FOE
NETWORK EXPANSION (UNDERGROUN(ffi
HT AND LT CABLES

LOTKD1A Supplyof HT Cables
i. 5Q0mm2x 1 core 33KV Cable
i 5GGmMM2 x 1core 11KV Cable
i 150mma2 x 3 core 11KV Cable
LOTKD1B Supplyof LT. Cables
1 500mm2x1CL.TCable
i, 300mm2x1CLT Cable
i, 15Gmm2x4CLT Cable
LOT KD 1C Supply of Heat Shrinkage Kits
i, 240 - 500mm2 X 1 Core 33KV Termination
Kits (Indoor and Outdoor)
li. 240 - 500mm2 X 1 Core 11KV Termination
Kits (Indoor and Outdoor)
H. 120 185mm2 X 3 Core 11KV Termination Kits
(Indoorand Outdoor)
iv, 120 - 185mm2 X 3 Core 11KV Straight
Through Joint Kits

LOT KD 2: gpJISIHUCI~ANjaFIIIWAND
33JKVLQVERHEAD, yyNJNSISSOHATA_WTH
INJECIIONSUMIMIQN

LOTKD2A  Supply of 85 and 10.04M
Re. nforce Concrete Poles

LOTKD2B Supply 11 KV and 33 KV
Overhead line Materials

LOTKD2C  Supply of 150mm2 Aluminum
Conductor

LOTKD2D Construction of 11KV and 33KV
Lines

OPERATIONS

LOT KD 3: DESIGNAND COMMENCEMENT
OF CONSTRUCTION OF STANDARD
companystoris .
LOTKD3A Design and construction of a
standard company warehouse and stores in
Kaduna.

LOT KD 4: PROCUREMENT OF
CDMMUNTfCATION EQUIPMENTAND
SYSTEM

LOTKD4A Supply of:

1 VHF Base Radio

i. Walkie-Talkie Radio

ii. Vehicular Mobile Radio

LOTKD5: RETROFITTING OF 11 KVAHB
33KVCONTROLPANILS
LOT KD 5A Retrofitting Of 11kv Panels

LOT KD 6; PROVISION OF TEST EQUIPMENT
LOTKD6A  Supplyof,
i. MeggerInsulation Tester, Model S1-5010

il 5KV and 10KV Megger Insulation
Resistance Tester, Model MIT520/2 and MIT
1020/2 o

iii. Megger5KV Calibration Box Model CB101

LOT KD7: HEAVY EQUIPMENT VEHtgLE,

CRANESETC

LOTKD7A  Supply of 2No. 15 Tons Lorry with
STons Crane (1718 Mercedes
Benz)

MAINTENANCE

LOTKD 8: SABffIESYyL"BMSIDRM

LOTKDS8A  Procurementoffeeder Pillars and
RMU

LOTKD 9:

LOTKD9A  Procurement of 11KV and 33 KV

Line Materials

LOTKD SB ProcurementofL.T. Line Materials

LOTKD9C ProcurementofConcrete Poles

LOTKD90 Rehabilitation of 33KV Lines
LOTKD9E Rehabilitation of 11 KV Lines
LOTKD9F Rehabilitation LTLines

LOTKD10: REHABILITATION OF
DISTRIBUTION TRANSFQRMERJ]j

§1»§mIQN

LOTKD10A Suppiy of Drums of Transformer

Qil

LOTKD 10B 'Supplyof 11KV and 33KV Lighting
Arrester

LOTKD 10C Supply of 11KV and 33KV 'O
Fittings

LOTKD 10D Supply of 33kv Gang Isolators.

LOTKD10E Repair of Distribution
Transformers

LOTKD 11: TRACE CLEARING OF 33KV,
IMANDLXUNES

LOTKD 11A Trace clearing of 33KV Lines
LOT KD 11B Trace clearing of 11KV Lines and
L.T. Lines

LOT KD 12:

r ECONDUCTO-RING

LOT KD 12A Procurement of 150m2 Aluminum
conductor

LOTKD 128 Procurement of 11KV and 33KV
Galvanize Cross-Arm

LOTKD 1.2C Procurement of 11KV and 33KV
Pin Insulator

LOTKD 12D Reconductortng of 33KV Lines

LOTKD 12 E Reconductortng of 11KV Lfnes

LOT KD 12F Reconductoring of L.T. Lines

11 KV A NDAMIIKV

3. QWALJIEJ*AQIn—

(DOCUMENTS)

interested Companies are required to submit

Three (3) copies of Bids with specific chapters,

paginated and separated by dividers in the same

orderassetout here underA& B.

A Mandatory

Requirements.

i. Evidence of registration with Corporate
Affairs Commission (CAC). Copies of
Certificate of Incorporation and
Memorandum and Articles of Association
should be submitted,

i. « Evidence of compliance with the Pension
ReformAct 2004.

i, Evidence of audited accounts and tax
clearance Certificate for the past 3
years.

iv Evidence of VAT registration and past VAT
remittances.

v Evidence of payment of non-refundable
feeof N30,000 for collection of bid

documents.

vt All relevant information -concerning
physical addresses, Telephones, (GSM)
fax, e-mail addresses ofthe company and
its Representatives.

vii.  Bank Reference.

viii.  Asworn Affidavit affirming that none ofthe
Directors of the Company was ever
convicted in a court of Law and that no
staffof KDEDC has pecuniary interest
inthe company.

iX.  Any other relevant document that wil
place the company on a Comparative
Advantage.

8 Technical Details

i. Proof of available office, resources,
warehouse, equipment, facilities etc.

i Technical expertise/ resume of key
Officers to be involved in the project
execution.

i, Details of relevant verifiable experience of
similar projects, (Please attach copies of
transaction documents including project
completion Certificates).

collectignofbiddgcuments

Bid documents, both Technical and Financial, can
be obtained from the Secretary Management
Tenders Board, Kaduna Electricity Distribution
Company, 4® Floor, Nagwamatse House,
Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna on evidence of
payment in Bank draft of a non-refundable bid fee
0fN30,000. .

SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS
Three copies of Technical and Financial

proposals must each be SEPARATELY submitted

in sealed envelopes clearly marked as

“Project Name, Technical and Financial

Proposals” and addressed to:

ChiefExecutive Officer,

PHCN Kaduna Electricity Distribution
Company

4* Floor, Nagwamatse House

Ahmadu Bello Way, Kaduna.

Please Note: )
1. Returning of bid/Tender documents should
only be done within working hours

2. In all correspondence, please quote the
reference numberon the bid document

3. This advertisement shall not be construed as

a commitmenton the partof KDEDC, nor shall it
entitle the Tenderer to make claims what so
ever and or seek any indemnity from KDEDC
byvirtue of such Tenderer having responded
to this advert.

4. Tender documents, shall be opened at
10:00am at the Conference room of Kaduna
Electricity Distribution Company 6s Floor,
Nagwamatse House, Ahmadu Bello
Way, Kaduna, on March 5, 2010.

5. Late submission will not be entertained,
please. 1

Signed
Management.
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ACCOUNTABILITY AND THE 2011 CHALLENGE IN KADUNA STATE

as citizens of Kaduna State, members of the Movement for a Better Future
(MFBF) have committed themselves to leading vanguard for democratic
change and enthroning a culture of transparency and accountability in the
management of public resources. As the 2011 approaches, the jostle lor
political leadership has already commenced with Gov. Namadt Sambo
leading the way through his Daram Dam Dam Campaign.

More than two and halfyears into the life ofthe Namadi administration give
enough, time for assessment of the performance of the administration. During
the period, the state has received unprecedented revenue from the federation
account that can move the state into one of the developed states of the

federation. Below, we present to you records ofwhat the stateand the 23 Local

! LGAs/State fun 03 - May 07 May 07- Dec,0S jan-Nov 09
l 4.069,312,839.35 | 3,306,700,903.08 4.712,427,701.61
I Chikyn 4.678,336.599,91 3,563,219,909,27 5.058.636,391.21
3,431,346,353,38 | 2,818,813,746.28 4,607,631,638.33
: Xajtifu 2.834,607,721,30 j 2,189,155,116.20 3.140,778,436.57
4,820,940,198 24 ~ 3,761,050,377 % 6,380,412,755.87
3,054,885,247 10 | 2,373,519,656,11 3,372,855,422.30
3,305,559,264.59 ! 2.743,835,624,58 3.108,542,853.93
3,207,791,245.49 2.430,595,547,20 3,937,947,669.0}
3.563,442.274.67 2.966.179,543.46 4.253,105,391,23
\ te tfi 4,669,224,794.05 3.212.905.417.16 4,496,906,231.0?
5,105,192,806,13 3,359,380,559,33 4,869.975.479.26
2,980,433,693.52 2.521,471,138.16 3,635,730,371.98
1s&ura 2,852,824,600.82 2.350,280,730.78 .3,285,672,654.08
1 Kaurtt 2.892,111,799,54 2.468.752578,8S 3516,609,857.25

3,646,375,849.28
2,678,053,921.60
3,988,778,018 83
2,903.771,392,11
3.548,693,147,57
2,646.574,989.49
3.509.759.896.71
3,5631,512.708,%)
4,171,158,472.79

2.877,239,834.59
2.035,732.736.82
3,096,709,692,07
2.170,257,261,12
2.699,025,759,33
2.189,332,293,94
2.874,562,964,35
3,021,420,839.78
3.284310,487,34

4,019,650,769.32
2,757,479,528.54
4,421,735,772.30
3,085.787.44535
3.841,877384,00
3.117.661361.76
4.117,986,182.60
4.335,456,480.98
4,805,142,743,83

1Total 82.090,687,835.34
90,269,022,397,15 !

64,314,452,717.76
66,998,432,715,84

92,880,010,523,01

) 28,051,605,360.78
i State Governroeni

> From these records, our 23 Local. Governments have received
N 157,194,463,240.77 between May 2007 and November 2009. This
is almost doubled what the 23 LGAs received, between June 200.3
and May 2007, which N82,090.687,835.34.

> The state government has received N95,1050,038,076.62 between
May 2007 and November 2009. This is almost N5 billion in excess
of what the last administration of Gov. Makarfi received between
June .2003 and May 2007,

> How has the state government and all the 23 Local Governments
utilized these funds?

> Were these monies used to promote public welfare or embezzled,
mismanaged and stolen by public officials?

> Can we in anyway justify these resources through identified
physical infrastructures and services delivered to citizens df.
.Kaduna?

/4s citizens, we demand accountability in lines with provisions oj the 1999
constitution.

We call on all citizens to he vigilant and never allow public officials to
intimidate us into submission.

The racefor 2011. MUST he based on trust, honesty and competencel
NO ACCOUNTABILITY, NO DARAM DAM DAM!!

This message is from the Movement for a Better Future, Kaduna
2011 Mobilisation Committee

DA“_Y TRUST Monday, January 11,2010

FORSALE

OFFICE BLOCKS ON LARGE
EXPANSE OF LAND
TITLE COF O

KADUNA

5, NBC ROAD, KADUNA
and
29, DEGEL ROAD, KADUNA

KANO

2, BANK ROAD, KANO

JOS

8, BANK ROAD, JOS ~ lpi

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
VICTOR: 01-7402114,08052304609

On 28th November,
2009, Margaret departed
this world during a trying

period for family and

friends. We sincerely
show our appreciation to
all who stood by us
emotionally, materially
and otherwise. The
unending list includes
the following:

Late Ms MargaretJ Giyan

(22-10-1971 -28-11-2009)

Board QfGovernors, Managementand staffof 13. Staff,and Students, BaptistHigh School, Jos

the FederalMedical Centre { FMC}, Keffs 14. SokogaAcademy, Keffi

2. Institute ofHuman Virology, Nigeria 15. Managementand Staffof Fin Bank Pic, Keffi,

3. Medicaland Dental ConsultantAssociation of Diamond Bank HQ Keffi and Unity Bank Pic,
Nigeria (MDCAN), F.M.C, K efi branch Keffi

4. Nigeria Medical Associaton ( NMA ), 16. COCIN LCC, Kwakwi, RCC Ganawuri
Nasarawa State 17. ONAIVIPrinting and Publishing Co. Ltd, Keffi

5. CAN,Keff.LGA 18. Relations, Friends and Well wishers at home
6. Officers and Men. FRSC, Keffi UnitCommand and abroad, too numerous to count.
7. The EmirofKeffi
8. Hon&Mrs.D.T Sango
9 Distinguished Senator Dantong Gyang
10. Women Fellowship, COCIN, RCC, Abuja and May the Almighty God bless you beyond measure.
ICC Keffi, Vituous Women, COCIN LCC. ~ Amen
Keffi
11. COCIN RCC.Abuja. COCIN LCC, Keffi
12. Students, School ofAccountancy, Jos

Wewere allinittogether-one big family!

Note: Funeralalready took place on 5th December,

'signed
Or, Giyan J.N ( Husband) for the family.
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Veshirthto
mirade’twins
20nonthsafter
hushand died
fromcanoer

NEWBORN twins Ruby and Chaise Bowen are a living
memory of their father, Gavin - who died nearly two years
ago. Mr Bowenwasjust 22 when he decided to have his sperm
frozen before he began a course of chemotherapy for a rare
form of cancer.

He and his widow Kelly had decided that they wanted to
have children but had been warned the treatment could affect
his fertility. Sadly, the chemotherapy failed to beat the cancer.
The couple married in April 2008, just two days before Mr
Bowen lost his fight for life.

Yesterday his widow spoke ofher joy at deciding to carry
on with the IVF to give birth to daughter Ruby and son Chaise
on New Years Eve. Mrs Bowen, 25, said: ‘I feel it isawonderful
gift which Gavin has given to me, even though he is not here
with us. “The twins are doing very well. | wish Gavin could
see them but we are doing fine at the moment.” Mr Bowen,
who was unemployed, was diagnosed with Ewings Sarcoma,
a rare cancer which affects the bones, after complaining ofa
pain in his groin in June 2006.

Doctors warned treatment could affect his chances of
becoming a father so the couple decided to have his sperm
frozen. But the cancer had spread to Mr Bowens lungs and
the couple decided to get married at their home in the village
of Caerau, near Maesteg, South Wales. Two days later he died.

Mrs Bowen said yesterday: ‘Before he passed away, we
decided we wanted a brother or sister for Shay, but he passed
away too soon. After he passed, | thought, “I am going to
continue to do it”? However, two rounds of treatment failed
to make her pregnant - and she only conceived on the third
and final attempt.

She said: 1wasworried when two tries of IVF didnt work.

‘But | decided to give it one more try and became pregnant.’

Mrs Bowen found out she was pregnant last May, just
weeks after the first anniversary of her husbands death, and
was delighted when doctors broke the news she was expecting
twins. She said: ‘l knew that it would have been a big possibil-
ity, because they planted two fertilised eggs and theresaone in
three chance oftwins. “WeVve been through alot but thisisthe
best start to the New Yearwe could hope for. Itis like amiracle.’

The twins arrived nine days early, at the Princess of Wales
Hospital in Bridgend, Ruby Grace at 5lb 120z and Chaise
Gavinat 7lb 100z. Their birth recalls the case ofDiane Blood,
who won a legal battle to have her dead husband’ baby.

KELLY Bowen, of Caerau, South Wales, with twins Ruby and Chaise

Women with full lipslook younger!

WOMEN who have plump full lips look
youngej; than their years, scientists have
said. It is something devotees of collagen
injections and silicone implants have long
believed, but now research has backed their
theory that a bee stung pout can belie their
true age. Even ifthe woman in question has
wrinkles, eye bags, sagging jowels and grey-
ing hair, a rosy and firm set of lips will make
them appear younger. ‘However, there is little
women can do naturally to keep the youthful

appearance oftheir lips because that is deter-
mined by genes rather than outside factors
such as sun damage.

David Gunn, aresearch scientist at Uni-
lever, which funded the international study
at seven universities, including St Andrews,
tod The Sunday Times: “When we identified
people who looked young for their age, we
were struck by the difference in their lips.

“It is a feature that is strongly genetically
determined and relatively easy to measure.”

The findings confirm the accepted idea
of beauty, typified by actresses from Mari-
lyn Monroe to Scarlett Johansson, who have
both been noted for their seductive pouts.
The lips ofboth men and women reach their
fullest in early adulthood, but then start get-
ting thinner between the age of 30 and 40.
The study analysed the faces of 102 pairs of
white Dutch female twins aged 59-81 and 162
individual British white women aged 45-75.
It found that wrinkles, sun damage a'nd age

spots were equally influenced by both genetic
and environmental factors, but the develop-
ment ofareceding hairline, greying hair, and
most markedly “lip height” was determined
by genes. There was a more than sevenfold
variation in lip thickness among women over
60. The pink part of the thinnest lips meas-
ured just 3mm from the top ofthe upper lip
to the bottom ofthe lower lip, while the fullest
lips among the over-sixties measured 2.2cm.
Culled from Telegraph.co.uk
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Photo location: Front of pianoshop,
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EASY CROSSW ORDS

across

1. Partaof
speech
(afebr.)

5.08«W9*

S. de
lume

12. Marahysoil

13. Radiotuner

14. Solemn fear

*

.~ m f
(1984 A}
16. Group of

17. Word in

18. Exctamatiors
of woe

20. Absurd

22 Divider

24. Wordless

26. Regret
27. Tells atalil
tale
Pi
d!\(/ ions
33. SATwa-
rn im
breadbo*
crumbs
36. Qfiasste(to»
Srsstel

37. Haiku or
ode
39. Actor
Karras
40. Mapisftfluid
41. tsteK*)ted
43. John Quincy

45. Impostor
48. FBlageate

hypM
48. 53%’5 (Ger))

SO. Swedish

rock group
53. Stride eas»y
86 ‘60s WBate
57. Witty

58. UWtfrof

59. Perceive

60. Altar vow*
(2wds.)

81. Unchanged

SOWN

1. Rainy mo.

2. Barely
passing
grade

3.__«seeite

4.Fw
neckpiece

6 Probifci%
relative

8. Actress
Zadora

7. Has»tanch

8. Demand as
one's due

9. Wine-
exporting

m>*eaomar
atmWm
11. insigntficam
19. KnoW-it—
21. Teacher's
r°4>
abbr.)
22, school
23. Ford
product
24. Lunch and

25. Capri, e.g.
28. Type of type
abbr.)

30. Famed
ladies’ man
31 Trolley, to
Paddington
32. Drinks
daintily
35. Student's
chaBenge
38. Westo
Hollywood
42. Baghdad
resident
44. Lunch spots
45. FBI

fourshort

46. Assistant
47. On bended

between
§1. Baby flower
54. Actress

Gner *
55. WSW’s opp.

Solution to Easy Crosswords
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions).The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

61
39 I

1 8

75
7 3 9
5 6 4

Solution to Sudoku 60
2 3 b

o

6

N

9
8 5 4
7 4 9
5 8 3
6 3 8
4 1 2
3 6 1
1 7 6
2 9 7

mw(ﬂ\]GNmH

9
2
1
)
3
7
8
4

w N O oo, O N

2
1
9
.
6
4
5
8
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News Extra

~ he chance to secure
crucial informa
tion about al-Qaeda
operations in Yemen
was lost because the
Obama administration decided
to charge and prosecute Umar
Farouk Abdul Mutallab as an
ordinary criminal, critics say. He
is said to have reduced his co-
operation with FBI interrogators
on the advice of his government-
appointed defence counsel.

The potential significance
became chillingly clear this
weekend when it was reported
that shortly after his detention,
he boasted that 20 more young
Muslim men were being prepared
for similar murderous missions in
the Yemen.

The lawyer for the 23-year-
old Nigerian entered a formal not
guilty plea on Friday to charges
that he tried to blow up a Detroit-
bound airliner on December 25 -
eventhough he reportedly admit-
ted earlier that he was trained and
supplied with the explosives sewn
into his underwear by al-Qaedain
the Arab state.

“He was singing like a canary,
then we charged him in civilian
proceedings, he got a lawyer and
shut up, Slade Gorton, a mem-
ber of the 9/11 Commission that
investigated the Sept 2001 terror
attacks on the US, told The Sun-
day Telegraph.

I find it incomprehensible
that this administration is treating
terrorism as a law enforcement
issue. The president has finally
said that we are at war with al-
Qaeda. Well, ifthis is a war, then
Abdul Mutallab should be treated
as a combatant not a criminal.”

T =

A bdul Mutallab could have
been held and interro-
gated in military cus-

tody under existing US legisla-

tion before a decision'was taken
whether to charge him before

a military tribunal or a civil-

ian court, according to Michael

Mukasey, the last Attorney Gen-

eral under President George W

Bush.#

Mr Mukasey argues that it was
crucial to gain intelligence from
him immediately as details about
locations, names and other plots
is subject to rapid change. For the
same reason, he dismissed the
argument by John Brennan, Mr
Obamas chief counter-terrorism
adviser, that investigators will gar-
ner valuable data during any plea-
bargaining talks.

UMAR Farouk Abdul Mutallab

“He certainly should know
that the kind of facts that Abdul
Mutallab might be expected to
know have a shelflife that is a lot
shorter than the plea bargaining

that Mr Obama has deliberately
avoided using terms such as
war and “terrorism” during his
first year and initially described
Abdul Mutallab as an “isolated

ABDUL Mutallab met with cleric Anwar al-Awlaki, left, who

» S roi

process,” he wrote in the Wall
Street Journal last week.

Mr Obamaannounced a series
of steps designed to “connect the
dots by tackling the failures in
intelligence that meant Abdul
Mutallab was not identified as a
terror suspect and the activities
ofthe al-Qaeda affiliate in Yemen
were not seen as a threat to the US
homeland.

He also declared: “We are at
war against al-Qaeda” The bold
statement was welcomed by
conservative critics who believe

" th,he us-Ma,ora"e9ed,® h*ve Ki|l«d *3

extremist”

But they also say that the
administration has demonstrated
a lack ofvigilance by downplay-
ing threats and that charging the
former London college student
as an attempted mass murderer
rather than a terrorist gives off
dangerous mixed signals.

D an Goure, anational secu-
rity analyst and Pentagon
adviser, said that the

Obama administrations philoso-

phy and approach was fuelling the

intelligence imbroglio.

“There is a strategic discon-
nect between the different parts
of our government which are
currently engaged in very differ-
ent conflicts,” he told The Sunday
Telegraph. “Not everybody is at
war and no amount of connect-
ing the dots is going to deal with
that issue.

“The president has finally
acknowledged that we are at war,
the military certainly knows its
fighting a new kind of war, the
intelligence community is not
sure whether were at war and is
keeping its head down and the
justice and homeland security
departments are treating terror-
ism as a crime and do not think
were at war at all.”

The missed clues about Abdul
Mutallab and the terror plot came
less than two months after the
Fort Hood massacre committed
by Maj Nidal Hasan, a Muslim
officer about whom numerous
red flags were missed. Both men
were in contact with Anwar al-
Awlaki, a radical American-born
preacher now based in Yemen.

And just five days after Christ-
mas Day, a suicide bomber killed
seven CIA operatives in Afghani-
stan after he was brought on to
a US base without screening to
meet agents who believed he was
about to spill the beans on al-Qae-
dastop leaders.

The three incidents have
caused a fresh crisis for the US
intelligence  community more
than eight years after the Sept

2001 suicide attacks highlighted
glaring weaknesses in how
Americas 16 different spy agen-
cies operated.

The bipartisan 9/11 Commis-
sion, ofwhich Mr Gorton, a law-
yer and former Republican sena-
tor, was one of 10 members, rec-

_ ommendedaradical overhaul. At

the heart of the shake-up was the
creation ofthe National Counter-
terrorism Centre (NCTC), draw-
ing experts and analysts from
sometimes competing agencies,
under the auspices of the new
Office of Director of National
Intelligence (DNI).

The new offices were intended
to force the disparate US intelli-
gence world to share information
and, in Mr Obamas words, “con-
nect the dots”

But Mr Brennans investi-
gation into the Christmas Day
attack singled out the NCTC and
the CIA for blame.

For although the new appa-
ratus is much better at collecting
information, italso seems to have
been overwhelmed by the sheer
volume of data now available.
So when Abdul Mutallabs father
reported his concerns about his
sons radicalisation to the CIA
station chief at the embassy in
Nigeria, his name was added to
more than 550,000 already on
the Terrorist Identities Datamart
Environment (Tide) database at
the NCTC.

B ut despite multiple other
clues accumulating inside
the system - including elec-

tronic intercepts by the National

Security Agency (NSA) referring

to an airline plot, an unnamed

Nigerian and an Umar Farouk -

his name progressed no further

through the system.

Both agencies have been
ordered to improve their analysis
work and establish responsibili-
ties for who should be picking up
the pieces so that another Abdul
Mutallab does not fall through
the cracks, with potentially cata-
strophic circumstances.

It is this mess that Mr Obama
isnow starting to tackle - ifbelat-
edly, according to some critics.

This was not a failure of intelli-

gence, this was a failure to act on

the intelligence that we had,” said

Mr Gorton.

“The president has been
mugged by reality and hesreacted
positively. If only they were not
trying Abdul Mutallab in a crimi-
nal court.”
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Immigrant riot in ltaly

... 37 Injured after
series ofbeatings

by white youths

iolence broke out in

southern ltaly Sat-

urday as hundreds

of migrant workers,

most of them Afri-
cans, went on a rampage in retali-
ation to two oftheir number being
shot and three more beaten with
iron bars by white youths.

Authorities reporting at least
37 were wounded in the ensu-
ing clashes, including 18 police
officers and five migrants, as the
violence reached its second day
in the coastal town of Rosarno in
Calabria.

The riots in the region were
sparked off when two
migrants were wounded by pel-
let fire two days ago, starting the
cycle of violence, said a top police
official, Renato Cortese, in the
regional capital.

The simmering racial tension
was then exacerbated when two
more migrants were shot in the
same location, an unoccupied
factory which serves as sleeping
quarters for African workers inthe
hamlet of Laureana di Borrello 6
miles from Rosarno.

In retaliation, the immigrant
farm labourers went on arampage
and fought pitched battles with the
police.

Police reinforcements were
being sent in the next hours, likely
during the night?with the exact
number still being decided, the
Interior Ministry said.

Officials at Santa Maria degli
Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby
town of Polistena said one of the
migrants beaten by metal rods
had surgery for a kidney injury
and another was treated for an
eye socket injury, and the third
wounded in the attack wastaken to
another hospital for brain surgery.

The rioting began after Thurs-
day’ shooting, in which two men
- one from Nigeria, the other from
Togo - were lightly injured.

The foreigners angrily blamed
that shooting on racism, and
groups of protesters stoned police,
attacked residents and smashed
shop windows and cars.

Friday, angry migrants, mostly
from African nations, some armed
with metal bars or wooden sticks,
scuffled with police and residents
in the streets of Rosarno.

Other residents were holed
up in their homes, state radio
reported, and schools and shops
were shuttered.

Terrified, she fled with her

— VR a o
THE abandoned factory turned into a dormitory by migrantworkers in Rosarno, where several of
them were attacked by white youths

*workers take part in a protest demonstration in 0sarno, ltaly,a era nighto rioting that was sparked by an attack
on African farm workers by a gang of white youths.

family, and the assailants set her
car afire, she said.

With television cameras roll-
ing in the streets, some residents
shouted that they wanted the
migrants to leave the town.

An exact number ofarrestswas
not available because the clashes
were continuing, although they
were under control; said the par-
amilitary Carabinieri

A gazio Loiero, the governor
ofthe Calabriaregion, told
Sky TV said that the vio-
lence was ‘unacceptable’ but the
migrants had been ‘strongly pro-
voked’

The combination of ethnic
strife and organized crime has
sparked violence before among
migrant communities in southern
Italy. In 2008, migrants rioted in
the Naples area after six Ghana-
ianswere murdered in agangland-
style shooting blamed on the local
Camorra crime syndicate.

AN immigrant argues with a resident during the protest
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T his is the girl who has
baffled top doctors
because she spon-
taneously BLEEDS
from her pores up to

50 TIMES a day.

SONY

mak».b0flev«>

Twinkle Dwivedi, 14, has
strange disorder which means
she loses blood through her skin
without being cut or scratched.

Terrified Twinkle has even
undergone transfusions after

Indian

7]

cries

tears of blood

pints of it seeped through her
eyes, nose, hairline, neck and soles
ofher feet.

Spontaneously

Dr George Buchanan, a lead-
ing haematologist who has
worked in Britain, travelled to
India to look into the startling
case.

The teenager from Lucknar,
Uttar Pradesh, has been suffering
the frightening episodes up to 50
times a day for the last three years.

She said: “I bleed from my
eyes, my hands, my head, from
everywhere. From my ears, nose
and eyes as well.

“It doesnt hurt when the
bleeding starts. But it makes me
tired and sometimes | have head-
aches.”

Dr Buchanan, an American
paediatric blood specialist, vis-
ited Twinkles family at the Jaslok
Hospital in Mumbai where he
observed her bleeding.

He said: “l ve never seen a case
of someone who bleeds sponta-
neously from their scalp or their

palms, or read about it in medical
history.

“l was interested to see if |
could help Twinkle.”

The doctor was called to the
familys hotel room to witness
bleeding which began from her
hair parting.

He was shocked to find no
signs of cuts, bruising or redness.

Dr Buchanan said: “It doesnt

Hewesshoded
tofinrdnosigrs of
Qus, brusingar
mm redes SM i

seem physically possible for blood
to seep through intact skin.

“But | saw no signs of cuts or
bruising anywhere on her body.”

Dr Buchanan and his team
carried outa series oftests includ-
ing cutting Twinkle’ skin to time
how quickly the bleeding stops.

Tests show she may have a
mild form of a clotting disorder,
which means her platelets do not
stick together properly. But this is
notenough to explain the sponta-
neous bleeding.

Dr Buchanan is also investi-
gating whether Twinkle or her
mum cause the bleeding them-
selves.

Twinkle, a Hindu, said: “l am
not causing this. Why would |
warjtto make myselfbleed?

“I dont want to be like this. |
want to go to school and have a
normal life.”

The unlucky girl has missed at
least two years of education after
two schools banned her from
classes because ofthe bleeding.

The mysterious case of Twin-
klesbleeding is fully examined in
a new BodyShock documentary
next week.

It also shows Twinkles fam-
ily visiting a local mystic, being
examined by a Christian bishop
for stigmata, and bathing in the
River Ganges.

Offer Extended till 28thFebruary 2010
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'Public Procurement Act hinders infrastructural devt’

By Nasir Imam

IF Nigeria must witness any
meaningful infrastructural
development that will lead to the
attainment ofthe Vision 2020, the
National Assembly must begin
the process that will lead to the
abrogation ofthe Public Procure-
ment Act.

The Public Procurement Act,
according the Coordinator of

Abuja Infrastructure Invest-
ment Company (AlIC), Farouk
Sani, has been militating against
investment in the country as a
result of the processes and the
time involved in picking inve%
tors.

Speaking with our corre-
spondent in Abuja at the week-
end, the AIIC Coordinator,’
whose agency is charged with
the promotion of infrastructural

investment in FCT, stressed that
the PP Act was a case of over-
legislation by the government
when itwas enacted adding that
no meaningful development can
take place in the country with
the continuous existence of the
Act.

His words: “There is no soci-
ety that is desperate for infra-
structural development that can
use the Public Procurement Act'

*

—

as a catalyst for solution. Pub-
lic Procurement Act can only be
relevant in a system that is sta-
ble and has infrastructure. For
instance, ifyou go to the United
Kingdom, they can afford to
use because they have advanced
infrastructure, the United States
of America can afford to use it
because they have developed
infrastructure but countries that
are yearning for infrastructural

Nigerians want reduction of high cost of building materials

By Hussein Yahaya

A cross section of Nigerians resi-
dent in the Federal Capital Terri-
tory [FCT] Abuja have called on
the federal government to take a
more proactive action on the high
cost of building materials in the
country.

Most of them specifically
decried the high prices ofcement’
nail, roofing zinc and wooden

materials. Alhaji Ismail lyanda,
a public affairs analyst, observed
that government have not been
paying much attention on how
to check the incessant price hike
on the building materials, adding
that such neglect have been affect-
ing ordinary Nigerians in one way
or the order.

He noted that for the land
reform policy of the present
Administration to achieve its

desired objectives, government
must be interested in what goes
on in the building sector.

A banker, Mr. Kayode Aja-
gun, wondered why the prices
of cement, roofing Zink and nail
keep increasing despite the fact
that most of them are being pro-
duced locally and charged rel*
evant government ministries to
look into the ugly development.

Another resident who gave

German firm begins mapping for

A German firm, Ferner Kund-
ung GMBN, last week kicked off
the completion of the geographic
image mapping of Rivers State to
enable engineering design of the
utility provisions in the Greater
Port Harcourt City planned by
the Governor Chibuike Rotimi
Amaechi administration to com-
mence.

Although officials of the
Greater Port Harcourt City

Development Authority led by
its Administrator, Dame Aleruchi
Cookey-Gam inspected the
“Ortho-Photo mapping aircraft”
in Port Harcourt, they could not
say how soon the completion of
the mapping would be completed.

They cited weather as a deter-
minant of how soon they would
complete the exercise but Dr.
Sylva Opusunju said that the
mapping actually started from

the Dr. Peter Odili regime but
did not coverall parts ofthe state,
especially the southernmost and
northernmost parts.

He explained that to have
proper data and plan without
mistakes on the facilities that
the city would have, there was
need for full information and
data, especially as the city covers
many local government areas in
the state.

his name as Chinedu, said the
high cost of building materials is
now taking its toll on the tenants
as most land lords now hike their
house rents on the pretext ofhigh
cost ofbuilding materials.

A survey by our reporter
shows that a bag of cement of
any product now sells between
N 1,800 to N2,000 while a bundle
ofconvectional roofing Zink now
sells for N9,000 to N 10,000.

development cannot use it”
While lamenting that the
process does not guarantee the
selection of best investors with
both technical know- how and
financial muscle, Sani who said
only best proposals emerge at the
ofthe process added that PP Act
isonlyworkable in countries with
advanced infrastructure but not
Nigeria that isyearning for infra-
structural development.

A/lbom to
build 2,000
hoyses

THE Akwa Ibom State govern-
ment has said it is planning to
build 2000 houses in the state.

According its Ministry of
Housing and Urban Renewal,
the State government is poised
to build 1000 units of the houses
in Uyo, and 500 for Eket and Ikot
Ekpene Senatorial Districts.

The Commissioner there,
Emmanuel Enoidem, added that
the government, working in liai-
son with the Federal Housing
Authority and the Federal Mort-
gage Bank, is targeting 10,000
houses in the State before the end
ofitstenure. Thiscommends itself
to all other States that are yet to
start this kind of programme.
Local governments must do so
too. \

In addition, according to
reports, wife of the State Gov-
ernor, Mrs. Unoma Akpabio
has, under her Shelter Support
Programme of her Family Life
Enhancement Initiative (FLEI),
built no fewer than 13 four-bed-
room bungalows to helpless wid-
owsand blind men cutacrossvar-
ious local government areas ofthe
State. Only the homeless can fully
appreciate what that States first
lady has done.

~According its Min-
istry of Housing
and Urban Renew-
al, the State govern-
ment is poised to
build 1000 units

Greater P/Harcourt

“Without the proper data, it
will be difficult to site the sewage
and power water facilities with-
out making mistakes. Sometimes,
unless there is total mapping, the
coordinates might even fall out-
side the state, so we had to ensure
that the total imaging and map-
ping of the state was completed
before engineering designs can
be done”, he said.

A statement from the Devel-

opment Authority aboutthe com-
mencement of work on the city
called for developers to partner
with them in the construction of
over 30,000 housing units in the
Phase 1ofthe city.

Cookey-Gam said they were
ready to advance incentives to
such developers to the extent that
there was a ready market oftheir
houses as the state would take a set
number from those completed.
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From HirJoseph, Lafia

AT last, the job to seal up the
yawning potholes along Lafia-
Shendam Road which links
Nasarawa with Plateau and
Taraba States , has commenced
with the return of the contractor
to the site.  The Federal Roads
Maintenance Agency (FERMA)
contractor was given a march-
ing order to return to site after he

Kebbi
earmarks
NIOOm to
boost tourism

THE Kebbi State Government
says it has set aside N100 million
to upgrade the Argungu Interna
tional Fishing and Cultural Festi
val and boost tourism.

Gov. Saidu Dakingari ofKebbi
announced this in Birnin Kebbi,
while addressing a public gather
ing.

He said that the fund was
aimed at attracting the private sec-
tor to the festival as recommended
by the organising committee of
last year’ festival.

We need to stop paying lip
service to developing and upgrad-
ing the tourism and eco-system
and we required to involve the
private sector to further exploit
our tourism potentials.

| expect the states Tourism
Development Board to properly
channel the fund for tourism
marketing and target corporate
organisations,” he added. (NAN)

GOV. Saidu Dakingari

Livestock routes reduce farmers herdsmen conflict i

From Hafiza Idris, Damaturu

THE manager of the Yobe State
Livestock Development Project,
Dr. Mustapha Gaidam, says follow-

in 2009, incessant fighting between
farmersand herders was controlled
throughout the cropping season.
Gaidam said with the establish-
ment of clearly defined bounda-
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INSwork on Lafia-Shendam road

abanderied the j8B BAIY & week
after the contract was awarded.
But the contractor flouted the
ir™ Ve °L?le FERMA in
Nasarawa which was also acting

—g-fro™-the-8geHeY 2
board chalrman -Engr. AbdulKa-

dir Kure who was in Lafia in the
last weeks 012009.

Engr. Kure who was in Lafia
for a weeklong retreat, gave a
score card of the agencys jobs

especially within Nasarawa State
; %ng FERMA has been excg|

K.

‘ entlnterms ofdellveryof uallty
mckres& §\ allln
roadsC he former 061

te gd{?

ernor however expressed dissatis-
factioh with the pace efwork on
the N182 million Lafia-Shendam
Road which was awarded to Firin-
vest Ltd on September 9.

Kure , who upon inquiries,
learnt that the contractor aban-

CHAIRMAN of Gadabuke Council Development Area of

engineer during his inspection tour of Nakuse bridge under construction "

Q,tn0|e5 to Jbout%%%eﬁ; he

ures against Firinvest Ltd.
Acting on a directive from the

board chairman, FERMAS Chief
Maintenance Engineer (CME),
Engr. Useni Musa gave the march-
ing order to return the contractor
to site within the same week.

But Firinvest Ltd, the con-
tractor handling the worsening

road lo°ked the other way while
~ damages on the road contin-
ued to cause-accitlents of devas-
tating magnitude.

By Friday morning, however,
Daily Trust observed men ofthe
construction company diverting
the usually thick traffic along the
road to commence the job. The
job dug out the potholes earlier
on cutout, preparing for the seal-
ing.
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“ Be'°dU (centre) speaking with the

Youth forum lauds Gadabuke LG on projects

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE youth solidarity forum in
Gadabuke council development
area of Nasarawa State, have
commended the chairman of
the council, Mr. Benjamin Musa
Belodu, for executing meaning-
ful projects in the area.

The forums chairman, Malam
Haliru Yahaya, who made the
commendation last Friday dur-
ing the forums courtesy visit to
the council boss in his office,
expressed and satisfaction with

Pigg cattle rearers now use deS|g-
nated routes to graze their animals
and therefore have no trouble with
farmers.

Accordingto him, “the hitherto
incessant conflicts between live-
stock farmers and crop farmers in
the rural areas did not occur last
year following the development of
stock routes by the state govern-
ment”

He saidwith the recentdevelop-

all the BRBBIRG projects being
executed by the chairman.

He stated that the youth
forum which has been in exist-
ence a couple of years ago has
been monitoring the effort of
the council especially in the area
of provision of social amenities
and infrastructural development
in various communities of the
council.

He noted that the present
administration has focused on
viable projects that have direct
bearing on the lives of people of

ment and continued support from
various stakeholders; livestock
farming can effectivelyfightpoverty
and unemployment.

Gaidam added that “The unique
species of cows, sheep, goats and
camels that are rich in meat and
dairyproduction havethe potentials
ofturning around the economy of
the state positively”

Daily Trust reports that over
85% ofadult population in Yobe is

the area, saying the constriction
ofbridges, sinking ofbore-holes,
renovation school structures,
and provision of drugs in vari-
ous health centers, which he said
are testimonies of the chairman’
gesture.

The forums chairman there-
fore assured the council chair-
man ofits continuous support and
cooperation in order to enhance
peace, progress and development
ofthe council.

Infact we have seen your
effortin transforming the council

farmers. “Every household in the
state is engaged in small scale live-
stock farming with the capacity for
improvementto commercial farm-
ingand weare workinghard to pro-
vide the technical knowledge and
otherinputsto fightunemployment
and povertywith livestock fanning”
Gaidam said.

Dr Mustapha Gaidam pointed
out that the mass livestock vacci-
nation, the development of fodder

through provision of meaningful
projects that has direct bearing on
the lives of the people. And the
forum is assuring that it will con-
tinue to be in supportive ofyour
policies and programmes” he said.
Responding, the council chair-
man, Mr. Benjamin Musa Belodu,
thanked the forum the visit to
express their appreciation for
the council’s effort in executing
meaningful projects for residents
of the area, noting that the visit
has shown how associative the
youtlo/are wiitte t@cdoacibi

INn Yobe'

banks, grazing reserves and stock
routes by the state government last
yearhad attracted livestockfarmers
into the state.

He expressed optimism thatthe
provision made in the 2010 budget
of the state for the construction
of veterinary clinics, mass vacci-
nation as well as, small ruminant
breeding and cattle fattening will
improve the economic potenti '
ofthe people.
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FCTA butcherswant meaﬁéﬂ&l@m

THE Association of Butchers
in the FCT has appealed to the
FCT administration to provide
its members with a meat shop to
facilitate the sale oftheir products
in hygienic environment.

Mr Bidemi Olaniran, the asso-
ciation’s Deputy Secretary, who
made the appeal yesterday in
Abuja in an interview, explained
that meat sold in unhygienic
environment could have adverse
effect on the health of consumers
if necessary remedial measures

'‘were notputin place.

Jigawa agric institute begins soil survey

JIGAWA State Agricultural
Research Institute has com-
menced soil survey and analy-
sis across the 27 Local govern-
ment areas of the state, aimed
at complimenting the state
government efforts towards
making fertilizer available to

Is the Abuja Fi

By Nasir Imam

TWO years after the composition
ofthe Abuja Film Village Interna-
tional (AFVI) Ltd, Abuja residents
have seen nothing on ground to
confirm that their dream of hav-
ing an entertainment spot in the
federal capital will come true.

The Abuja Film Village Inter-
national (AFVI) Ltd, a Public Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) initiative
of the Federal Capital Territory
Administration (FCTA) under the
then FCT Minister, Aliyu Mod-
ibbo Umar, is envisioned to make
the city of Abuja, and by extension,
Nigeria, a one-stop shop for enter-
tainment and film making.

All on asingular site, the AFVI
Ltd will establish the very first ofits
kind ultramodern filmmaking and
entertainment village in Abuja.
This is a place where filmmakers
from Nigeria and from all over the
world are expected to throng, for
Pre-Production Planning, Produc-
tion, Post production, and the Pre-
miering oftheir films.

But till date, the site, situated
along the Abuja Airport road
remains vacant as the contrac-
tors have not yet mobilised to site,
while the fully developed Arts and
Culture Centre, Area 10, and the
recently constructed Silverbird
Cinema are fully operational.

leaving the Nigeria film indus-
try as the main focus ofthe AFVI
Ltd, to bring it to world class
standard, the AFVI Ltd as a major
entertainment and production
company, said it proposes to build
infrastructure for film, music,
radio, and television broadcast, as
well as providing state-of- the-art
technology for extensive film and
television services.

In 2008, AFVI Ltd proposed
i partnership with the renowned

"' The business of selling meat
is expected to be a clean business.

"Selling meat in a general
market will not allow for proper
sanitary procedures, because
markets are notbuilt in away that
can promote such procedures,” he
said.

Olaniran also urged the FCT
administration to use the fee col-
lected as livestock tariff to pro-
vide necessary facilities that could
boost the operations of members
ofthe association.

NAN reports that the associa-

peasant farmers..

The Director-General of
the Institute, Alhaji Mahmud
Da'u Aliyu who disclosed this
in Dutse said that the institute
is determined to impart the
modern scientific approach for
profitable and productive farm-

world class entertainment com-
pany, the Landmark Entertain-
ment Group of California. The
company came to Abuja and did
a visual presentation to the FCT
Minister, who was represented by
the Minister of State, Chief Chuka
Odom.

At the occasion, MD/CEO of
Abuja Film Village International,
Mr. Segun Oyekunle, said Tony
Christopher, President Land-
mark Entertainment Group, USA,
decided to head the presentation
delegation to Nigeria himself
because of his belief in the total
programme, the high economic
and social impact that Abuja can
make on Nigeria and the African
subregion.

AFVI Ltd also said it intends
running workshops for all skill
are&s in filmmaking, especially
for screenplay writers, actors and
actresses, directors and assistant
directors, producers, directors of
cinematography, camera opera-
tors, still photographers, gaffers,
entertainment lawyers etc.

But two years down the lane,
Silverbird Cinema, Abuja, a project

tion had on Jan. 4 embarked on
a two-day strike to protest the
increase in the amount paid as
tariff for slaughtering a cow from
N200 to N800 by FCTA.

As a result of the protest, the
FCTAhad reduced the tarifffrom
N800 to N600.

Olaniran said the association
had agreed to pay the new tariff.

He, however, urged the FCTA
to justify the fee by providing
its members with facilities that
would enhance their operations.

The union leader said inves-

ing on the state farmrers, and
called on farmers and stake-
holders in the state agricultural
sector to accept any meaningful
scientific innovations on how to
give agriculture aboost.

On the soil survey, Mahmud
Aliyu explained that the result

started about the same time with
AFVI, has already opened its
entertainment centre, located in
the central area of Abuja, with sev-
eral cinema halls.

Unfortunately, while it aims to
raise the professional know-how
ofthe Nigerian film industry in all
its ramifications, through its func-
tion as a production company,
without any take-offiii sight, how
could AFVI seeks to improve on
the film industrys capacity to earn
more athome and generate foreign
exchange from abroad.

In line with the objectives of
the AFVI1 as film producers, it had
said it had concluded plans to co-
produce its first film; adocudrama
entitled Seeds ofthe Nationhood:
the Sokoto Caliphate Story by Sad-
dik Balewa.

Since filmmaking is an all-
encompassing business, impact-
ing variousbusinesses, such as film
equipmentand material rental and
purchase, catering, transportation,
costume (i.e. tailors/designers),
hospitality/hotels, security, and the
health sector, invariably, almost all
sectors of the society will benefit

tigations conducted by the asso-
ciation revealed that abattoirs in
some cities, such as Lagos, Ibadan,
Onitsha and Kano were provided
with necessary support and facili-
ties by government.

"In addition, they have free
vehicles for transporting meat to
the market and other facilities,
such as water and cold rooms.

"The butchers association in
those states also have the advan-
tage of sharing a reasonable per-
centage of the revenue collected
astariffwith the government." It

findings wkich will be obtHined
through the use oflocally avail-
able materials will tell the fertil-
ity status of the soil in all the
27 councils in the state, so as to
determine the type of fertilizer
needed for crops in each local
government.

economically.

Also, worthy of note is that
Abuja has become a film produc-
ers delight with many Nollywood
producers and directors produc-
ing their films in the federal capital
city, therefore the question to ask
ishow has the AFVI impacted on
all these.

The FCT Administration,
under the leadership of Sen.
Adamu Aliero, should ensure that
a thriving production company,
which is one ofthe roles AFVI Ltd
was set up to play and the com-
bined small-scale business activi-
ties translate into a huge business
gain through creating meaningful
and gainful employment for the
teeming Nigeria populace.

The Special Adviser, Media,
to the MD AFVI, Hajia Salam-
atu Yusuf, a seasoned journalist,
should ginger her boss to make
effortto seethat all the media hype
given to FCT residents about the
goodiesto come with the establish-
ment of AFVI, does not go down
the drain.

She ought to tell Abuja resi-
dents about the so called script
writers workshop proposed by
AFVI, which many have been
looking forward to, is it for real, or
isitsuch atall orderto organise just
aworkshop?

In line with AFVI Ltd’ devel-
opment plan is the attraction of
tourism with the unique architec-
tural design of its infrastructure,
and the establishment of a world
class entertainment community
anchored on an Amusement and
Theme Park This is to be built by
the best builders of amusement
parks and holiday resorts in the
world. (

The AFVI dream is a lofty one
that is capital intensive. As such,
it requires great funding which it

dont enjoy such facilities, even
though we have been paying the
tariffwith pain.

"' Wesincerely appeal to Alhaji
Adamu Aliero, the FCT Minister,
to come to our aid and provide
similar facilities,” he said.

Olaniran announced that the
association planned to profession-
alise the trade this year.

He said only those with at least
School Leaving Certificate and
are not bellow 20 years would be
allowed to practice as butchers.

p-he institute is de-
termined to impart
the modern scien-
tific approach for
profitable and pro-
ductive farming

Im Village project going comatose?

intends to access locally through
private sector investment, and
internationally by reaching out to
international investors and donor
agencies. These partnerships will
enable AFVI Ltd to realize its
various and multi-faceted compo-
nents. Wi~h the lofty initiative of
the FCTA coming on the heels of
the Presidents 7-point agenda and
his vision 20-2020, which includes
wooing investment from private
corporate entities both locally and
internationally, and by creating
the right ambience for investors,
the AFVI Ltd is a major vehicle of
achieving this lofty vision.

Spelling out its functions
amongst many, in succinct and
clear terms, the AFVI seeks to
complement, rather than com-
pete with other establishments in
Nigeriawhose components may be
similar to those ofthe Film Village.
Moreover, Nigeriawith its over 140
million people population will
need to be well-served way into
the future with several facilities for
its ever expanding film industry.

Acorporate entity thatbelieves
in environmental friendliness,
AFVI1 says the concept of a green
zone is envisioned for the Film
Village, which will run on con-
ventional energy, as well as other
alternative sources ofenergy such
as solar energy and Hydro-Elec-
tric Power.

Obviously the AFVI Ltd
dream is astonishing and would
require huge investment to make
the dream areality. However, with
its slogan of‘ifwe can dream it, we
can do it} it is doubtful whether
this conviction is not merely a
theoretical exercise, and coupled
with the present lackadaisical
approach to the whole project, it
is also doubtful whether this lofty
dream can ever be realized.
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ZInox to give access to 750,000 e-books

Stories from Zakariyya Adaramola,
Lagos

ZINOX Technologies Limited has
"concluded plans to launch Nigeria
Reads, an initiative designed
to revive the reading culture in
Nigeria.

Nigeria Reads from Zinox
Computers is inspired by the
company’ exclusive affiliation to
the World E-Books Library, which
gives this nation direct access to
over 750,000 e-books and docu-
ments embedded in every Zinox
Computer and enabled by a Zinox
e-Card, renewable annually at a
subsidized rate 0fN'5,000.00 only.

The Head ofthe Zinox e-Books
Project, Mrs. Loretta Agbakoba
told journalists in Lagos that
Nigeria Reads is built on the fear

that Nigeria would hasten to a
failed state if urgent steps are not
taken to instill or restore a reading
culture among Nigerians.

She noted that the educational
system in Nigeria has been con-
sistently undermined by elaborate
planning and inadequate funding;
regular strikes and disruptions of
the academic calendar; policy
somersaults occasioned by the
unpredictability of political suc-
cessions; the exceedingly high
cost of school fees outside the
public schools system, which is
generally seen as unstable.

Mrs Agbakoba said that the
race for Ol gotten wealth has
become a major preoccupation
that distracts todays Nigerian
from the somber culture ofread-
ing. Other distractions include

|G\Midlereratsa gomaswihNEm
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niCS (LG) haS, rewarded its customers, who participated in

s Christmas proma, with over N3million and various house hold elec-

5 LGJn, its  raffle draw ofthe Christmas Bonanza

PanllITV A~ Lagos last Thursday, gave awaﬁproducts such as Flat
Panel TVs, Airconditioners, Refrigerators, Home theatre Sound systems

Microwave ovens and DVD Players as well as N3 million cash money.
rhe Promotion which began from the 7th ofDecember 2009, accord-
ing to the company, is aimed at affiliating the brand with the festive
c®nsumers the opportunity of notjust winning LG
branded products but also qualifies them for a raffle draw where cash

prizes could be won. '
w SP ffin8 dunng ‘he raffle draw, General Manager, LG Electronics,
West Africa Operation, Mr. Steve Koh, explained that LG sawthe Christ-
mas celebration as another opportunity for the electronic giant to once
again bond emotionally with consumers. He said, “We recognize the
power of love in the lives of our consumers which makes us respond
o their yearnings thereby creating an emotional bond with Nigeria”

i °me. of the winners who emerged from the 1st raffle draw were;
NJOO nnnTeih ? an” land Gift Nwannebu who won a sum of
? >nOlawunmi<Agbo John, Mary Ichakanu and
Samuel Chukwu went home with 29” LG TV sets. Winners of LG Air-
conditioners, Refrigerators, Home theatre Sound systems, Microwave
Ovens DVD Players and Mobile Phones also emerged during the raffle
draw In the second raffle draw to take place next month, more winners
would emerge as three consumers would walk away with N Im each as
weO as other consolation prizes. All LG Phones ranging from the latest
i Phone>BL 20, KS660 nicknamed Bi-Sim, KF500 popu-

S S r

i j
55 S C°ue’ &3 r1900’ KM900- KM335>KS360, GW300 to GB11
nd KP105 are backed up with a One year Pan African Warranty an

distributed by LG Electronics’ Authorized distributor for mobile phones

SStudeT I CFl tCare Limited- Mi*“ J°y Ehidimen expressed he®
of winnin

hlSO?OSOtV(\)IhLI.((,Ih%ﬁg é%gﬂ%efg\r/vgls\{ eS ires[[ H]n%eo Prfp r?erpmétgfpartlupa
mg in apromotion and emerging as awinner.

ICT Anardsto honour best practices

ORGANIZATIONS and individuals who contribute the most to put
techndoHi?TrTTSm the ®obal information and communications
pr .fti U ? ap In 2009 would be honoured in the first quar-

i ryear Wth the BeaCOn °f IC ards-The rds were.insti-
tutecpby ommunrllcat?on e(\;ee Med-lraa]\_’\llmﬁed, put?lvl\é%ers o?ﬁlgertla

ommumcationsWeek, aweekly ICT newspaper covering e-business
ICTbusmesf’ C Uner’ C mpUting> telecom>JCT career, and any other

anHW ~ r° 8b?’edit®] °fthe newsPaper said that the awards are free
and have been designed primarily to recognize government and busi-

ness organizations as well as individuals for their creativity and excel-
nilg%h(irua'ipya&?\l/li%%g?g Ntlgg(é:r gn%r_ld solutions to provide efficient and
nantJVardr S>accordin8 to him. will be chosen by Nigerians who rec-
ognize and appreciate the guiding lights ofthe organizations and indi-
viduals as well as the symbols ofhope they raise.

3, 808Kk (R 6086 AY ARy S RALFER"IES peped since November

television and video games, the
internet, e-games and the colossal
setback that is called power black
out. She noted that the problems
that hinder reading in Nigeria
are many and are central to the
under development ofthe nation.
Therefore, any attempt to return
Nigeria to the path of greatness
envisioned by {he nationalists
must begin with this plea to turn
Nigerians back to reading.
Looking beyond Nigeria, the
e- Books boss said the world today
is talking about the imminent rise
of China, India, Russia and Bra-
zil. These are nations that devoted
huge resources to education and
are today reaping the results ofa
literate, confident, and produc-
tive citizenry. A recent study
revealed that the Chinese child

spends three times as much time
on hisacademics than the Ameri-
can child. It would be interesting
to compare the Nigerian child to
the Chinese in terms ofreading.

Mrs  Loretta  Agbakoba
declared that Nigeria Reads would
partner with Governments, cor-
porate persons, educational insti-
tutions, parents and other stake
holders to equip the citizenry to
access the vast reading resources,
over 750,000 e-Books, embedded
in the World e-Books Library.

In addition the e-suite con-
tains 1,280 interactive educa-
tional games, 4,000 Computer
Science e-books, 5,000 Ma'ths
interactive activities, 12,000
Classic Literature e-Books in
PDF, 23,000 Audio books in MP3
downloadable, plus simulation

tools in the Sciences and Teacher
Lesson Notes, Worksheets and
Classroom Avrticles.

She urged Governments and
education stake holders to take
advantage of the Zinox initiative
to ensure that every school, every
teacher, and every child has access
to these e-books. These e-books
have solved two major problems
associated with reading - avail-
ability and cost of books. Access
to the e-books suite is gained by
the purchase ofa Zinox e-learning
card, which is renewable yearly.

The card costs less than 2
standard textbooks. This e-suite
isthe main tool that Nigeria Reads
would use to restore a reading
culture in Nigeria. Nigeria Reads
would be launched in the six geo
political zones ofthe country.

Etisalat offers subscribers bonuses on recharge

ETISALAT is offering new and
existing subscribers on its Easy
Starter and Easy Cliq packages
bonuses on every recharge made
on the network in a new bonus on
recharge promo whei’e every sub-
scriber who recharges on the net-
work would get apercentage bonus.

The promotion, which ends
on January 31st, according to the
company, came on the heels ofthe
recently concluded “Talk for Free”
promo which offered subscribers
free talk time for every paid minute
on the Etisalat network during the
festive season.

The Bonus Recharge promo is
designed to offer subscribers the
opportunity to get bonus airtime
for every recharge they make on the
Etisalat network. Every time they
recharge to the tune 0fN200, N500
or N750, subscribers will instantly
be credited with a 10% bonus with
a 10-day validity period while sub-
scribers who recharge with N 1000,
N2000 or N5000 recharge will geta

15%bonus and 15-dayvalidity dur-
ing which they can use the bonus to
call any network.

Explaining the details of the
promo, Etisalats Chief Marketing
Officer, Wael Ammar, said that
every customer is a winner each
time they recharge and talk on
the Etisalat network. According to
him, “the more customers recharge
their phones, the more bonus they
get. They can then use the bonus
to make calls to any network of
their choice in Nigeria!” Subscrib-
ers get SMS alerts each time they
recharge their phones informing
them that they have been credited
with the appropriate bonus. Air-
time recharges of between N200
and N750 attract 10% bonus and
10-day validity while recharges
over N1000 attract a 15% bonus
and 15-day validity for its usage.

Mr. Ammar explained further
that while the bonus is cumulative,
the validity is also renewable. This
means that a subscriber recharging

with N200 will have 10 days bonus
validity in the first instance. If the
same subscriber recharges with
another N200 on day 5ofthe 10day
validity period, his/her validity on
the cumulative bonus account will
be renewable based on the valid-
ity of the latest recharge (I0days).
According to the CMO, “the bonus
airtime can be used to call any local
network, both on-net and off-net. It
can however not be used on outgo-
ing international calls, calls made
while roaming nor can it be used
for SMS or Data Service.”

Wael Ammar disclosed that
the promotion is one of Etisalats
numerous ways of consistently
rewarding customers for their loy-
alty and patronage while encour-
aging better business and family
relationships; “The customer has
always been at the centre of our
business. So we have designed the
current promotion in such a way
that every subscriber on the net
work is awinner.
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THE company behind the mag-
icjack, the cheap Internet phone
gadget thats been heavily pro-
moted on TV”has made a new
version of the device that allows
free calls from cell phones in the
home, in afashion that’ sure to
draw protest from cellular carri-
ers.

The new magicjack uses, with-
out permission, radio frequencies
for which cellular carriers have
paid billions of dollars for exclu-
sive licenses.

YMaxCorp., which isbased in
Palm Beach, Fla., said this week
at the International Consumers
Electronics Show that it plans to
start selling the device in about
four months for $40, the same
price as the original magicjack. As
before, it will provide free calls to
the U.S. and Canada for one year.

The device is, in essence, a
very small cellular tower for the
home.

The size of a deck of cards, it
plugs into a PC, which needs a

mA magicjack

broadband Internet connection.
The device then detects when
a compatible cell phone comes
within 8 feet, and places a call to
it. The user enters a short code
on the phone. The phone is then
linked to the magicjack, and as
long as its within range (YMax
said it will cover a 3,000-square-
foot home) magicjack routes the
call itself, over the Internet, rather
than going through the carrier’s
cellular tower. No minutes are
subtracted from the user’saccount
with the carrier. Any extra fees for
international calls are subtracted
from the usersaccountwith mag-
icjack, not the carrier.

According to YMax CEO Dan
Borislow, the device will con-
nect to any phone that uses the
GSM standard, which in the U.S.
includes phones from AT&T Inc.
and T-Mobile USA. Atademon-
stration at CES, a visitors phone
with a T-Mobile account success-
fully placed and received calls
through the magicjack. Most

phones from Verizon Wireless
and Sprint Nextel Corp. wont
connect to the device.

Borislow said the device is legal
because wireless spectrum licenses
dont extend into the home.

AT&T, T-Mobile and the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion had no immediate comment
on whether they believe the device
is legal, but said they were looking
into the issue. CTIA — The Wire-
less Association, atrade group, said
itwas declining comment for now.
None ofthem had heard of YMax%s
plans.

Borislow said YMax has sold
5 million magicjacks for landline
phones in the last two years, and
that roughly 3 million are in active
use. Thatwould give YMax abigger
customer base than Internet phone
pioneer Vonage Holdings Corp.,
which has been selling service for
$25 per month forthe better part of
adecade. Privately held YMax had
revenue of $110 million last year,
it says. AP
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Google apologises to
Chinese writers over

book flap

INTERNET giant Google has
issued a public apology to Chi-
nese writers and admitted that it
scanned books under Chinese cop-
yright for its Google Books digital
library project.

A copy of the January 9 state-
ment by the Asia-Pacific head of
Google Books, Erik Hartmann,
was posted on the website of the
Chinese Writers Association, one
ofthe groups leading accusations
against Google, on Sunday.

Hartmann also appeared on
Chinese state-run television on
Sunday acknowledging the prac-
tice of scanning books had angered
Chinese writers. “Through the
discussions and communications
of recent months, it is our under-
standing that our communications
with Chinese writers have not been
good enough,” Hartmannswritten
statement said. “Google is willing
to apologise to Chinese authors.”

Accordingto the China Written
Works Copyright Society, tens of

thousands ofbooks by hundreds of
Chinese authors have been added
to Google Books, the US giant’s
project to digitise books and post
them online. The project has also
raised objections from authors and
publishers in the United States,
France, Germany and elsewhere.

The China Written Works
Copyright Society is in talks with
Google to try to resolve outstand-
ing copyright issues and agree
terms for compensation, but Chi-
nese writers have so far refused
Google’ offers. On December 29,
well-known Chinese fiction writer
Mian Mian launched the country’s
first civil lawsuit against Google,
seeking 61,000 yuan (8,900 dollars)
in damages for scanning one of
her novels. Hartmann’ statement
promised Google would scan no
more books without authorisation
from Chinese writers but made
no new offers, while expressing
a desire to resolve the dispute by
March.

Next version of Nexus
be enterprise phone

Google Incorporated executive Andy Rubin said on Friday that the next
version ofthe Nexus One phone, which was made by HTC Corp, will be
for enterprise users and might have a physical keyboard.

Such adevice could potentially pose acompetitive threat to BlackBerry
maker Research In Motion, which has a strong position in the enterprise
cellphone market. Rubin, the brains behind Google’s Android operating
system, made the comment during an interview with Wall Street Journals
Walt Mossberg at an event hosted by the newspaper.

The comment followed Googles announcement earlier this week that
itwould sell phones direct to consumers via its website. Reuters

GoogJe becoming ‘giant monopoly' — German minister

INTERNET search engine
Google Inc is becoming a “giant
monopoly” like Microsoft and
could face legal action if it does
not become more transparent,
Germanysjustice minister said.
In an interview with weekly
magazine X)er Spiegel Sabine
Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger
d she was concerned the firm
s accruing too much power
J': cjsinC-l i

and information about citizens
via programs like Google Earth
and Google Books.

“All in all, what’ taking shape
there to a large extent is a giant
monopoly, similar to Microsoft,”
the minister said.

“My initial response is not
to ban something or stop some-
thing. But | do want to create
more transparency and ensure

j.it

that users know what is going on
with their data,” she added.

“l think the companies have
an obligation here, and a lot of
things ought to be improved. If
that doesn’t happen soon we may
have to take action as legislators.”

A liberal member of the busi-
ness-friendly Free Democrats
(FDP), Leutheusser-Schnar-
renberger also served as justice

minister between 1992 and 1996,
when she stood down in protest
about moves to allow the state
more scope to snoop on citizens.

A spokesman for Google in
Germany said offering users full
transparency was central' to how
the company operated and that it
was constantly working to make
improvements in this realm. Reu-
ters

tion here, and
a lot of things
ought to be

improved
TV "In‘-
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CITY NEWS
Two die in Kwall

ByAbubakarSadiglsah

TWO persons lost their lives,
while w3 others sustained seri-
ous injuries Friday morning in
a ghastly motor accident that
occurred at Awawa village, along
the Abuja-Lokoja highway.

An eyewitness said the accident
happened when aHonda Civic car
with registration number dHS

- Another 2
Injured In auto
crash at Ahmadu
Bello way

ByTosin Omoniyi

TWO persons including an eld-
erly woman were at the weekend
injured when two vehicles col-
lided along Ahmadu Bello way,
in Garki, Abuja.

An eye witness said the acci-
dent occurred when ared Honda
‘ME’ edition car with registration
number AR 702 RSH was trying to
veer into the road leading to Fed-
eral Capital Development Author-
ity (FCDA) when ared Vectra 201
car with registration number BC
90 FST slammed into its rear side
causing massive damage.

The witness said the driver of
the Honda car was rushed in an
unconscious state to a hospital,
while our reporter observed an
elderly woman from the other
vehicle lying in pains on a pave-
ment close to the accident scene
before she was taken to the hospi-
tal in a fire service van.

The accident which occurred
around noon, caused traffic jam
for several hours with a combined
team ofpolicemen, fire service and
civil defense officials struggling to
clear the wreckage of the vehicles
from the highway, as the injured
were rushed to the hospital.

Okada rider accused of

810 RBC, veered off the rgadc o

while on top speed and crashed
into a tree, leading to the death
of two occupants in the-.vehicle,
while the other two occupants
sustained serious injuries.

Abaji Unit Commander ofthe
Federal Road Safety Comniission
(FRSC), Mr. Joseph

Ojerinde, blamed the cause on
over speeding and said the two

cbbststnbi¥ d€pb&itda Gt UMvEM
sity of Abuja Teaching Hospitals
Morgue, while the injured are at
Abaji General Hospital.

He further disclosed that 11
passengers were also injured in
another accident that occurred
at Manderwgi village, near Abaji
town on the same day. ,

The unit commander said the
accident happened at around

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513
email: citynews@dailytrust.com
News about your capital city

6:05 am and involved a Mercedes
Benz truck with registration
number XF 939 KMC that had
a head-on collision with a DAF
truck with registration number
XE 274 JME.

According to him, the accident
was caused by,a broken down
tanker truck that was loaded with
fuel and stationed at the centre of
the road.

vandalising accident vehicle

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

A 22-year-old commercial
cyclist (popularly called okada
rider), Bello Mohammed was
last Thursday arraigned before
an FCT magistrate court in
Gwagwalada Area Council for
allegedly vandalising an acci-
dent vehicle at Kwali, along
the Abuja-Lokoja highway.

The court learnt that the
accused and two others alleg-
edlywentto an accident scene
in Kwali to steal from adented
vehicle.

Prosecutor Sunday Okedi
said one of the commercial
cyclists accompllces was on

the run, while the other, Bala
Idris, isa minor that was cau-
tioned and discharged.

He said Mohammed was
arrested following investiga-
tion carried out by policemen
at Kwali

after the arrest of minor.

The accused pleaded not
guilty to a two- count charge
and requested for bail.

Magistrate  Mohammed
Zubairu granted him bail in
the sum of N20.000 with a
surety in like sum, who must
reside within the courtsjuris-
diction.

The case was adjourned to
January 20 for hearing*

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

MEMBERS ofthe Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) at Kwali Area
Council, Friday protested against
a plot by the state secretariat ofthe
party to impose a vice-chairman-
ship candidate on them for the forth
coming area councils election slated
for April 10.

The large number of protesters,
who were in their hundreds, drove
in convoys of vehicles with motor-
cycles from Kwali town to Radio
House Gwagwalada.

Alhaji Bako Hausa, an elder of
the party at Kwali, said the state
secretariat has no power to choose
a vice-chairmanship candidate to
run with the chairmanship aspirant
during Kwali Area Council election.

According to him, a candidate

for such position had earlier been
chosen by the council chapter of
the PDP, after wide consultations
among party leaders, executive,
youth and others stake-holders.

Shortly after the PDP primaries,
we sat down and unilaterally choose
Alhaji Barua

Zangana, a Bassa man by tribe
that hails from Kundu Ward as a
running mate to the incumbent
chairman, Mr. Danlami Saleh
Yebu,” he said.

He said the agreement reached
at the meeting was that because the
chairmanship candidate is atGwari
by tribe, a Bassaman should be cho-
sen as the vice.

The party elder said they were
surprise to hear about a plot by
the state secretariat ofthe party to
impose Alhaji. Usman Jiya as the

auto crash

“The driver ofthe broken down
tanker failed to put a caution sign
and after the accident, the tanker
was impounded and taken to the
unit command, while the driver
and hisconductor are on the run,”
he added.

He said all the 11 passengers
that sustained various degrees of
injuries are at Abaji General Hos-
pital undergoing treatment.

Kwall PDP members protest over'imposition of candidate'

vice- chairmanship candidate, add-
ing that the such plan be shelved in
order notto cause confusion or cri-
sis in the party.

He disclosed that strategies on
how to ensure success in the area
council election has already been
mapped out.

Another protesters, Mr. Umaru
Audu, said the planned action of
the state

secretariat of the party could
cause problem and advised offi-
cials there to always consult with
the council branches ofthe party
before taking actions that affect
them.

Placards carried by the protesters
read: “We say no to Gwagwa Alhas-
san change, “We want Zangana as
vice-chairmanship candidate,” “Thi
wish ofthe people is Zangana.”
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Corps members protest country's

listing as terrorist state

By Lami Sadiq

ABOUT 50 corps mem-
bers serving in Abuja, Fri-
day took to the street to
protest the recent listing
of Nigeria among the ter-
rorist countries in the US
watch list

The match was spear-
headed by members ofthe
rebranding community
development group and
saw the protesters carrying
placards that read ‘Nigeria,
good people, great nation”.

The corps members
trekked from the old
parade ground to the
American Embassy.

One of the corps mem-
ber, Miss Chidiogor Ezek-
weleme, said even though
they were denied entrance
into the embassy by secu-

Hawker accused of
attempted rape

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar, Hussein
Yahaya, Usman A. Bello & Romoke W.
Ahmad

A 25-year-old street hawker, Akim
Jamio, was on Thursday arraigned
before an Abuja Area Court for
allegedly attempting to rape a
12-year-old girl (names withheld).

Prosecutor Emmanuel Edet
told the court that the girl got
missing at Area 3 and the accused
pretended to be assisting her to
find her way back to Wuse market.

He said at Area 3junction, the
accused after assaulting the girl,
forcefully removed her black skirt
from her body in an attempt to

girl was rescued after an alarm
was raised.

The prosecutor said during
police investigation, the accused
confessed to the offences, which
are punishable under Sections
263,264 and 95 ofthe Penal Code
Law.

The accused pleaded not guilty
and Judge Umar Kagarko released
him on bail and adjourned the
case to March 29,2010 for hearing.

In another case, a 38 -year- old
supplier was recently arraigned
for alleged breach of trust, cheat-
ing and intimidation.

The supplier, Nnamdi Ogbona,
was accused of receiving N1.4

Uche Alagboso but failed to com-
plete the work.

Prosecutor Stephen Emogan
told the court that the accused
committed the offence at Kara
site in September 2009, adding
that the accused negotiated for
the aluminium roofing contract
before it was given to him.

He said both parties agreed
on N1.3 million and the accused
given part payment of N 1.2million
to execute the job with another
N 100,000 as balance payment
before he abandoned the job half
way.

“At the police station, he wrote
an undertaken to finish the work

additional N 100,000 and the
money was given to him but he
still failed to complete the job,” the
prosecutor added.

The accused pleaded not guilty
when the charges were read to him
and requested for bail, which was
not objected to by the prosecutor.

The prosecutor told the court
that the three- count charges are
punishable under Sections 312,
322 and 396 ofthe Penal Code Law.

Magistrate Garba Salisugranted
him bail in the sum of N1 million
with one surety, who must be a
civil servant of not below grade
level 10. i

The case was adjourned to Jan-

perpetrate his evil act before the

million to roof a house by one

if the complainant gives him an

uary 27,2010 for hearing,

60 kva GENERATOR  COUI Orders reopening of
Peace Corps headquarters

FOR SALE

Mikano 60KVA Generator
In Good Condition For
Sale.

Interested buyer should
contact the following
Numbers;
080-36616593
080-69317650

By AbubakarYakubu

AN FCT High Court has ordered the
reopening ofthe headquarters of Peace
Corps of Nigeria, which was recently
sealed by the police in Abuja

Justice Othman Musa Friday ruled
that the status- quo of the applicant,
Peace Corps of Nigeria be restored and
maintained, pending the determination
ofamotion on notice filed by the organi-
sation.

It will be recalled that the FCT Police
Commissioner, Mr John Haruna, sealed
off the headquarters of Peace Corps of
Nigeria on October 1,2009, alleging that
itis an illegal association.

The National Commandant of the
organisation, Chief Dickson Akor filled
a suit before an Abuja high court chal-
lenging the orders of the inspector -gen-
eral of the Police to seal tha premises of

the'organization.

The organisation had prayed the court
to give an interim injunction restraining
the police from molesting, harassing,
intimidating and bullying members and
volunteers of the organisation pend-
ing the determination ofthe motion on
notice pending before court.

Also the group prayed for an interim
mandatory order directing the inspec-
tor-general of police and his officers to
strictly maintain the status- quo that
existed before the invasion ofthe organ-
isation’s head office at Gwarimpa, Abuja
on October 1,2009, pending the determi-
nation ofthe motion on notice.

The court however ordered the
respondents to maintain the status- quo
prayed by the organization, pending the
hearing ofthe motion on notice.

The case was however adjourned to
January 20,2010.

rity operatives, they were
allowed to read out the
letter they had written to
United States President,
Barak Obama.

She explained that the
content of the letter stated
that Nigeria was not a ter-
rorist country, as Faruk
Mutallab, the terror sus-
pect, was not trained in
Nigeria but abroad and
that the boy must have
been brain washed since
his past record showed he
was highly disciplined.

She said Nigeria
deserves a fair hearing
before being listed as ater-
rorist country, adding that
Mutallab himself should
have been protected by
the Nigerian government
since he is still a citizen of
the country.

Aliero to ban
Keke NAPEP's
operation

By Nasir Imam

IF feelers from the office ofthe
FCT minister are anything to
go by, Keke NAPEP% (com-
mercial tricycles) operation in
Abuja city centre will soon be
banned.

FCT Minister, Senator
Adamu Aliero, said the activi-
ties of Keke NA™EP opera-
tors in the metropolis are fast
becoming a source of concern
for the administration, as they
cause traffic problems through
wrong parking.

The minister noted that the
tricycleswould only be allowed
to operate in satellite towns and
less developed areas ofthe FCT,
where taxis are less prevalence.

Speaking through the
Director of Abuja Environ-
mental Protection Board
(AEPB), Dr. Abubakar Yabo,
the minister stated that the
FCT Administration can no
longer condone the activities
of Keke NAPEP operators,
which he noted has made a
mess of government’s efforts
to keep Garki 2 clean.

“Keke  NAPEP  which
replaced Okada in Abuja,
would be allowed to operate
in Gwarinpa, Apo, Kubwa and
other satellite towns where
Abuja painted taxis has less
presence because they have
become a nuisance in Abuja
metropolis,” the AEPB boss
stated.

He said the FCT adminis-
tration has awarded contract
to provide access roads to the
environmental protection
dumpsite in order to facilitate
the effective evacuation of
refuse in the city.

The FCT Administration
last week contracted 20 con-
tractors to clean- up the 20
districts of the Federal Capital
City. e m£
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ANPP, AC align for Kuje
council poll

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE Action Congress (AC)
and All Nigerian Peoples Party
(ANPP) Friday formed an alli-
ance at Kuje for the on coming
area councils’ poll slated for
April 10.

The alliance meeting which
was held at Kuje town hall on
Friday, had in attendance about
2,600 members ofthe AC and
its executives, a former FCT
\VA\NPP Senator, Alhaji Usman
Jibrin Wowo, FCT ANPP
Chairman, Alhaji Andulmalik

. Usman, former chairman of
Kuje, Mr. Samuel Etsu Lanto..

Chieftain ofthe AC in Kuje,
Mr. Samuel Etsu Lanto, said the
decision by the ACto join forces
with the ANPP, is for power to
be wrestled from the PDP in the
forth coming council election at
Kuje.

He said since 2007, 'when
PDP under the leadership of
Mr. Danladi Etsu Zhin took
overpower in the council, most
residents of the council have
been subjected to hardship,

poverty and diseases, adding
that no meaningful projects was
carried out to touch the lives of
the people.

The AC chieftain informed
residents of the area that poli-
tics is not a,religion that one
must remain stacked to,, not-
ing that he was an ex-member
ofthe ruling PDP right from its
formation in 1999 until 2007,
when he decided to join the AC
to contest the chairmanship
position in the council.

While receiving the AC
members, the FCT ANPP
Chairman, Alhaji Abdulmalik
Usman, expressed happiness
with their decision to join the
ANPP, nothing that since the
formation of ANPP in 1999,
ANNP isthe only party that has
ruled Kuje for eight years and
provided democratic dividends
to its people.

He noted that ANPP has
its manifesto that protects the
interest of electorates in all
spheres of human endeavours
and urged the new converts to
devote their energy and time

CITY NEWS
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FCT Chairman of the All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP)
Alhaji Abdulmalik Usman (left) presenting membership
cards to the chieftain of Action Congress, during an alli-
ance meeting of both parties at Kuje on Friday.

in order to create a formidable
platform that will wrestle power
from the ruling PDP.

Reacting, former FCT
ANPP senator, Alhaji Usman
Jibrin Wowo, expressed delight
at the alliance and said govern-

WONVINSTITUTEFIR POLICY AND STRATEGIC STUDIES. MRU.

P.M.B. 2024 Bukuru - Plateau State, Nigeria

INVITATION TO TENDER

In compliance with the Public ProcurementAct 2007 (as amended), the National Institute
for Policy and Strategic Studies Kuru invites interested competertt and reputable
contractors who wish to tender for approved projects in its 2009 Capital Budget

Comprehensive details in respectofthe projects are as follows:

ance isall about people and not
about noise making without
good result, adding that the
people of Kuje have discovered
that that the only party that can
bring succour and comfort is
ANPP.
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Gwagwalada council
boss calls for peace

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

CHAIRMAN ofGwagwalada Area Council,
Alhaji Zakari Angulu Dobi, Thursday urged
youths in the council to shun every act of
violence, especially in the forth coming area
councils election in the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory (FCT).

Angulu, who made the call while speak-
ing to news men, urged the youths not to see
politics as a do-or -die affair.

He said the era of violence during cam-
paigns and elections have gone, adding that
good leader do not emerge in an atmosphere
ofviolence.

He likened the recent call by youths in the
council for an automatic ticket to be given
to him by his party as a call to service from
God, stressing that the voices of youths and
elders in the council might be from God.

“In my own case, since youths and elders
in the council have tested my administration
and are still calling for my coming back, | see
itas acall from Allah,” he said.

He noted that as a public figure he is
bound to be insulted by any body, and urged
his supporters not to see such insult as an
offence but an avenue to enlighten the oppo-
nents on the need for them to give him their
supports.

The council boss called for peace and
harmony among residents of the council in
order to give room for peace, progress and
development.
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Inside Politic

Yar'adua:'Northern interest'all gimmick- Naja'atu

Hajiya Naja'atu Mohammed, aforemost woman politician of northern extraction, is saddened by the confusion in Nigeria's
leadership which has been created by the health condition of President Umaru Yar'adua. In this incisive encounter with
Doily Trust; she talks on the'lies'of men close to the President, saying the inevitable is around the comer. Excerpts:

By Suleiman M. Bisalla

‘ation of lions led by
donkeys

think there has
been more heat .than
light. As often the case in the con-
duct of otfr public affairs, the elites
havebeen lyingto themselves, refus-
ing to face the hard facts. Instead,
the key actors in the drama have all
buried their heads in the sand, while
strategically positioning themselves
for the political endgame, notably
within Yaraduascharmed circleand
the PDP machine.

However, one thing seemsto me
plain enough: the Yaradua presi-
dency isslowlybutinevitably crawl-
ing to an end, or effectively in its
denouement. He may well bounce
back in office, but he would not be
in power. Either way, the interest of
the greater good will sufferimmeas-
urably.

This prospect, perhaps more
than any other, should agitate us
intensely given the lamentable fail-
urebyourkeyleaders (bethey dem-
ocratic, traditional, or religious and
active or semi active) to call a spade
by insisting in plain and vigorous
terms that constitutional propriety
be allowed to take its course in our
collective interest. By this failure,
they have time and again demon-
strated to anyone who doubted that
oursisacountryoflionsbeingled by
donkeys, anation that seems content
with mediocrity and failure.

ar’aduasgraveerror
Y No one can saywith con-

fidence how the wrangling
over the missteps by Yaradua and
his crowd would play out. Suffice it
to saythat onekey issue s<"msto me
clearenough: our presidenthas gone
on AWOL. President Yaradua is an
employee who is paid by the Nige-
rian people and accountable tothem
viathe National Assembly. He is per-
fectly entitled to go on leave when-
ever and wherever he so chooses,
and for however long without seek-
ing anyone’ permission whilst he
lawfully remains as President. He
is also invested with the authority
to exercise the powers of his office
wherever he may be in the course of
his duties.

But then, what Yaradua is not
entitledto do and cannot lawfullydo
isto vacate his duty post to attend to
his private needs v~fhout notify the
National Assembly. Our constitu-
tion does not envisage and has not
provided for a President to exercise
the powers and functions of his
office whilst on vacations, functions
that can only be fully performed
whilst he is at the desk No judge
wasthy ofthe name could possibly
miss the import of Yaradua’ grave

o is afraid of Good-
luck?
The cat is out of the

bag, and what has long been known
to a select few is now the worst kept
secret in town: President Yaradua
does not trust his Vice enough to
hand over power to him, even if
only for a fewweeks. It may well be
Yaraduathathasgood reasonsto feel
that way, fearing that his Vice Presi-
dent is either not capable or sensi-
ble enough to properly handle the
affairs ofour country in his absence.
But that arrogant belief is founded
on the fallacious assumption that
President Yaradua himselfis doing
magnificentlywell.

Itsseems to me closerto the truth

‘that the Yaradua clique is hunted
by its own delusion, as well as by a
compulsive urge to protect its fief
from unwelcome intrusion. If so,
they have only made it all the more
likely that Vice President Jonathan
will be hisown man, surrounded by
his own men and women when the
inevitable comes to pass.

When Nigerians see President.
Yaraduas economic guru, Dr. Tan-
imu Yakubu, on TV telling them he
has been in regular contact with the
President who has been telling him
to pass on messages to Ministersand
other high officials, you getto know
justhow reallythe Yaraduamachine

«worksandwho operates it. Suchbra-
zen clique can only serve asa model
andjustification for aJonathan pres-
idency, when it comes on stream, to
trade the same path, which can only
aggravate Nigerias ethno-regional
rivalries and tensions.

isplaced priorities, dou-
M ble standards

Courtesy of Dr
Yakubu, Nigerians have also been
told ofaPresident Yaraduasnumber
one priority as he struggles to get
back to good health.

As This Day of 6 January 2009
reported, Dr Yakubu said: “In my
discussion with him, he (Yaradua)
directed me to get the Attorney-
General to intensify lobby for the
passage ofthe anti-terrorism bill by
the National Assembly which the
president forwarded to the Senate
and the Federal House of Repre-
sentativesearly October. He saidthat
he would like it to be the first bill he
assents to on his return to Nigeria.”

Clearly, in the wake ofthe Umar
Farouk Mutallabs US misadven-
ture, Yaradua would be right to feel
concerned about getting his anti-
terrorism bill onto our statue books.
However, for a president who in his
entire time in office has presided
over a country in virtual darkness
and grinding poverty to first seek to
pander to American policy priority
is, to saythe least, grossly lamentable.

And then, just as revealing, it
was under the watch of Yaradua
that Muslim radicals from his own
part ofthe country were summarily
gunned down on the streetsand in
police custody for daring to resist
police excesses and iniquities.

It is also the same president that

has been palling with murderous
militants that have hijacked an oth-
erwise legitimate struggle for devel-
opmentinthe Niger Delta, justashe
seeksto buy offtheir oppositionwith
billions ofnaira into the bargain.
Worse still, its the same presi-
dents men who now brutalize our
sensibilities by daring to pretend
that they are the true defenders of
northern Nigerian Muslim interests.

hose North, what inter-
est?

There have been lots
of lies about northern interest. First
lets identify which north, and then
whose interest? The northern inter-
estthey aretalkingabout isthe inter-
est ofa handful ofelites in the north
that has governed this country from
the 1960s to date.

FromTafawa Balewato Yaradua,
northerners have ruled this country
for close to 40 of our 49 years of
independence. So ifthey are talking
of northern interest, the question
is what have they got to show for
these years that they have been in
leadership? Since they have reduced
themselves to northern Presidents
on noijhem leaders, what have they
gottoshowasintheir stewardship to
the north? The north today is most
backward. When it comes to pov-
erty, education and infrastructural
development, the north is worse off
than any section ofthis country. So
whose north are they talking about?
They are only -talking about the
north which stops at their pocket,in
their wives and their children, no
more, no less.

Ifthatisthe case, then thereisno
justification for them to talk about
northern interest. It5 all a gimmick;
it5 all a smokescreen. But the prob-
lem is that it whips up a lot of sen-
timents, especially Hausa-Fulani/
Islamic sentiments. Now ifyou start
towhipup suchsentiments, you find
alotofcrisisin your hands. The gul-
lible poor that have not benefitted
from the misrule ofthose champions
can decide to startbehaving unruly,
destroying things and killing each
other and then there will retaliation
in the south. This is our fear. But
these people do not seem to see any-
thing beyond their noses. Therefore
Ibelievethatthesesocallednorthem
rulers must be exposed. They must
be seen asthey really are; a bunch of
thieves and rogues that neither have
the interest of the country at heart
northat ofthe north they are claim-
ingto be leading.

What they appear to be saying
is that the north has not completed
its term, which term, whose north?
President Umaru Yaradua did not
come as President ofthe north but
as President ofthe Federal Republic
ofNigeria. When Obasabjo decided
that power should shiftto the north,
there were presidential aspirants
that came up from other geopoliti-
cal zones, including the south. But
Obasanjo decided that they had a
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kind of gentleman agreement that
this time is the turn of the north;
mark you nobody knows who the
gentlemen are, whom they agreed
for and who gave them the man-
date to so decide. That was not dis-
cussed and it is not in the constitu-
tion of Nigeria. Pseudo democracy
does not exist in our constitution.
We all have equal opportunities so
the question ofpower shifting to the
north for northerners ispot true. Ity
alie. Ifnortherners feel they have the
majority ofvotes, let them mobilise
andwin everyelection. Butwe know
today that elections do not even
count. Therefore theywantto usurp
power on a Plata ofgold so that they
will continue to use the north to
exploit Nigerians.

Secondly, the constitution is
explicit on the fact that in the event
that the Presidentisincapacitated or
dead, the Vice President takes over.
When Obasanjo brought the weak-

> estlink (Yaradua) nobody protested
They should have objected if they
knew they were that powerful and
theyreallyhadthe northern interest’
atheart. Theyaccepted him without
protest. When Buhari went to court,
they shouted and abused him that
he should not go to court against
his brother, a Katsina man. Even
while they were in court, Yaradua
was rushed out of this country for
medical treatment. And then, most
ofthejudgesthatare inthatcourtare
northerners, but they didnt deem it
fitto annul a flowed election. They
allowed Yaradua to continue...
democracy by court order like some
people say. Didnt they see all the
signs that he was not well enough to
govern? You will recall that he was
rushed abroad during his campaign
butthey accepted him.

MondaV hwyl’l(l)]ﬂ

ey’re liars, Jonathan
should take over or quit

The natural thingto doas
provided for by our constitution is
forthe Vice Presidentto sitin for his
boss. Ifhe (Yaradua) ison sick leave,
he didnt write to tell anybody that
he is on sick leave and has handed
over to anybody. But we know that
because he was critically ill when
he left, he couldnt have been able
to do it. Now the natural thing to
do is for Jonathan to take over gov-
ernance. Whether we want it or not
that iswhat musthappen. They cant
continueto lie. All the characters we
have around the President are self-
serving. But | believe it is partly the
fault of the Vice President. Why
would any adviser or the Minister
have more powers than the Vice
PresidentofNigeria? These liessmust
stop and Jonathan must take up his
responsibilities. Ifhe doesntwantto
take up the responsibility, for God’
sake, let him resign like they said.
You remember that they started by
sayingthatifyaraduashould resign,
Jonathan should also resign, is that
not irresponsible? Of course, the
ministers know that they are only
buying time. How can he (Yaradua)
under this circumstance (As he was
flown abroad) send any letter to the
national assembly? They are only
lying to the poor man? The man
is there battling with his health for,
God} sake. They have no pity or
compassion on him; instead they
aretaking advantage ofthe situation
to lie against the poor man. And |
believe while they are telling this
lies, they are also trying to sort out
amongst themselves who would be
Jonathan’ Vice President when the
ultimate finally happens.
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Hashim may return as Kano

ANPP chair

From JaafarJaafar, Kano

THE chairman of the
Kano State chapter of
the AIll Nigeria Peoples
Party. (ANPP), Alhaji Sani
Hashim Hotoro, is set to
return as the partys chair-
man in the state congress as
early indications yesterday
put him at a distant margin
eahead of his only oppo-
nent, Alhaji Sadiq Ibrahim
Gwarzo.

Despite party’ directive
thatall supporters, men and
women, were free to contest
for the posts, only the posi-
tions ofchairman, Organis-
ing Secretary and Assistant
Secretary were contested.

The position of the
partys vice chairman was
declared unopposed when
the second aspirant with-
drew to the current vice
chairman Alhaji Gamoji
shortly before the beginning
ofvoting.

As at the time of filing
this reportlast night, count-
ing was still going on. Exit
polls and feelers however
indicate that Sani Hashim
Hotoro was having an edge

over his only opponent.

“Sani Hashim was set
to return elected, and there
is no way he would not
be elected. You can even
judge that as the counting
progresses,” said a delegate
from Rogo Local Govern-
ment Area.

Screening of the del-
egatesbegan as early as 9am
yesterday, while the elec-
tions proper began at noon.
Delegates from Nassarawa
Local Government of the
state were the first to cast
their votes, with Kano State
governor Malam Ibrahim
Shekarau leading them.

In his remark during
the congress, the chairman
ofthe congress committee,
Mr Awagana Ngala, said his
committee would ensure
that the elections were
keenly contested in free, fair
and open manner.

But a leading figure of
The Buhari Organisation
(TBO), Alhaji Ahmadu
Haruna Zago, described
the congress as charade, say-
ing it defied the laid down
procedures of the party for
electing the state exco.

Aminu Baba betrayed us - DPP

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE Democratic Peoples
Party (DPP), Plateau State
chapter, has accused the
All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP) candidate in the
November 2008 local gov-
ernment election in Jos
North Alhaji Aminu Baba
ofbetraying them and other
supporters.

The party stated this in
reaction to media report
quoting Alhaji Baba as say-
ing that he decamped to
the PDP in pursuance of
the footsteps of his boss,
former minister of state on
communications lbrahim
Dasuki Salihu Nakande.

Deputy chairman of
the party and candidate in
the said election Abubakar
Ateeku Yusuf said yester-

Anambra; PAN slams

APGA petition

ByAbbasJjmoh

THE Patriotic Alliance of
Nigeria (PAN) yesterdaycon-
demnedthe LabourParty (LP)
for petitioning the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) over the All
Progressive Grand Alliance
(APGA) troubled candidature
for the February 6 Anambra
governorship election.
Labour Party had peti-
tioned INEC to resolve the

day, when he visited Daily
Trust office in Jos, that his
party was in alliance with
ANPP during the violence
ridden election which
claimed over 600 people.

The partys chieftain
regretted that stakehold-
ers in the election were still
in mourning when Alhaji
Baba took the unilateral
decision to abandon his
supporters and move to
PDP, even though the pro-
test that led to the killings
was in support of his elec-
tion.

Ateeku said the peo-
ple and history will never
forget this betrayal and
advised the electorate to, in
future, open their eyes and
watch for politicians who
were in politics for selfish
interest.

Labour Party over

leadership crisisand the tussle
over the candidature of Gov-
ernorPeterObiand Hon Peter
Ozodinobi.

In a statement jointly
signed by Maxi Okwu,
National Chairman ofthe Cit-
izens Popular Party (CPP) and
ChiefUdembaChukwudolue,
National Chairman National
Solidarity Democratic Party
(NSDP), the group said that
the Labour Party% action was
intended to mislead INEC.

Andy Uba's
de-registration: LP
upbraids PDP

By Muideen Olaniyi

NATIONAL Chairman of Labour
Party (LP), Chief Dan Iwuanyawu,
has upbraided the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) over the
reported de-registration of Dr. Andy
Uba, the party’s governorship candi-
date in Anambra State for February 6
election.

Iwuanyawu said the PDP% action
portrayed it as the most inconsistent

Anambra State.

and confused party in Nigeria as Uba,
aformer PDP member had earliervol-
untarily resigned his membership on
November 14, 2009, a development
which was acknowledged in writing
by PDP chairman of his Uga Ward
lin Agwata local government area of

The national leadership ofthe PDP
had on Friday, in a letter, ordered the
Anambra State Caretaker Committee
to de-register Dr. Uba from the partys

official records at all levels.

Iwuanyawu said the latest action
against Ubawas done in bad fate, hav-
ing fulfilled all legal obligations over
his membership resignation from the
PDP.

He said Labour Party has a copy
of acknowledgement letter written
by the Chairman of Andy Ubas ward
in Agwaata Local Government area
of Anambra state, Mr Raphel Eze
Chukwu.

SASAKAWA AFRICA ASSOCIATION

SASAKAWA GLOBAL 2000-Nigeria
Job Vacancies

Sasakawa Africa Association (SAA), a non-profit
and non-governmental organization with Regional
Office in Addis Ababa, works to promote the
development, demonstration and widespread
adoption of improved food production and post-
production technologies for smallholder farmers in
Ethiopia, Mali, Nigeria & Uganda, This is being
pursued in partnership with government agricultural
extension service, machine service providers and
other stakeholders.

The project is implemented through five interrelated
objectives, one of which is Monitoring Evaluation and
Leamning (ME&L) under Objective 5. The ME&L
program will establish a knowledge system to monitor
and assess impacts of technologies and project
activities.

Objective 5will be implemented at the Regional Level
by the Thematic Leader supported by an Objective
Coordinator from each country.

Job Description

ME&L Thematic Coordinator (MELTC)

Scope of Work

The Thematic Coordinator works under the

supervision ofthe Thematic Director - ME&L (MELTD)

and the Country Director (CD) and is tasked to:

* Lead the country ME&L operations, design tools
and methodologies (qualitative & quantitative),
data collection, analysis, etc.;

* Design and prepare training packages (leaflets,
handouts, etc.)foruse by other ME&L staff working
with him/her and in the field (e.g. for survey
enumerators)

* Work with MELTD to interpret data and write
quarterly, bi-annual and annual reports;

e Assist MELTD to arrange and conduct annual
internal evaluations

 Assistprogram staffas necessary

» Assist the MELTD by providing ME&L information

to the SAA project country director, managing

directorand other SAA staff.

Any other assignments as assigned by MELTD and

/or CD
Salaries and benefits are attractive and
negotiable.

Qualifications and Experiences *

PhD or M.Sc. in Economics, Agriculture, Social
Sciences
5-10 years relevant experience in economics,
research, management, impact Assessment,
M&E;
Familiar with the some ofthe statistical analytical
tools
Excellent English (and/or French depending on
the country of recruitment) required;
Good interpersonal and coordination skills. Has
proven initiative and leadership skills.
Hasthe ability to write and edittechnical reports in
the local language and in English.
Demonstrate competence in a variety of
computer applications, including database,
spreadsheetand word processing programs.
Wiling to do extensive field work. Driving
experience is an advantage.
Women are highly encouraged to apply.

Method of Applying

Interested applicants should forward their written
applications, photocopies of their credentials and
detailed curriculum vitae with full details of contact
address (not P.O. Box) telephone numbers and e-mail
address to The Country Director, Sasakawa Global
2000 Nigeria Project, No. 8 Kura Road, Off Magajin
Rumfa Nassarawa GRA, Kano. The position applied
for should be clearly indicated at the top left-hand
corner of the envelope, which should reach the
addressee within two weeks ofthe date of publication
of this advertisement. Only shortlisted applications
will be acknowledged.
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Public Notice

IiH il X (AUK Im M »VI»ON
The g#mw>| public is tw«6y k<M that tte afeow mwed
Foundation has applied to the Corporate A fe ix Corwwsssert fer
Registration wider part C oftt» Company and Allied MatterAct,
No 1$11990.

TM TrMtiwm M *;
1.Mr,Ga&rfel S. Ggunwele
2, Mrs. Hannah OgMBwote

Mr.lyanu Ogunwoie

Aim sara)O bjectives;

1T o cm«for servants of God
,Tocare forwklowsand orphans, the destitutes am* the disaM ed
3,Toraise spiritualand financialsupportforth® ne«dy

4,To provWa academic and vocational training for ft# m »
prfviteg«3
Any objection to the Registration should be tarwented to the
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs & »w «iss»n, W 420
Trgris Crescent <0 ApUiyi frOnai Street, Meitama P.M .S 198.
Abujaw t»« 28day*srW «puteiw t»n,

Signed:
Crm”~m AWoha, emu 8C Aisotta & Co, 3rd Roer. Nogwam ase
' *. House, No, 48/50 Ahm&sta Bello Way, KacSuna.

4,PasterGInyed® Shegun
.PwworS w d *
Pastor Petter Qriraolay©

CENTER FOR PEOPLES HEALTH, PEACE AVD PROGRESS (3PsJ

1l isistoin ter the generalpublicfoalthe above named organization
has applied for registration to tfie Corporate Affairs Commission
underpart"C'O fthe Cam |>>|*ssnd8ed mmrnm .1990
THETRUSTEESARE:
1.Cecilia MsnSs'a E$eme (JP)
2,MrJacob Arfewale
3R*sv:ReubenYaroLaulonji
4 8arwster, IfeomaAnm tta
§Mrs,EmeYoung

S.GodwinMde
7.Hat*»K.Miner(E8Q)
AIMS:

1, Topromotethe Hsaith,PaacM W iDew k”iw efitof ttwfamay.
2. To promote environmental Health,peace and
Developmentirsmatters of Gender and Faish.
Any otsjectiw to the registefflifon should be forwardedto ifie Registrar
General, Corporate Affairs Com mission, Rot 420, Tigris Crescent off
Agtiiyi tnonsiStreet: Ma#8na ,Abuja Within 28 days ofthis publication.
SIGNED
SHEHU-MtHERSAssoctates
{Maradun Chambers)

KURA PROGRESSIVE UNION (KUPU)

The general public Is hereby notified that the above named
wsanMon has appfed to the Cogmrete Affairs Consmwion <CAC)
for registration onder part C* of the companies and allied matters
stecreeActC&R Si, taws 1980;
Trustees are: i
1, t«wnUi»K«i
2, 6»t»YusifMaitama
Muhammed SatefabeMarl
4 Sant tdris Kura
§ Abytsskwia»lAhi3bikar
Aimsand Objectives:
1. To llase with government and other organizations towards the
ttevefepwfrtand ~egress of«r«wMy,
2.. Tosupporteducation and award scholarship
3. Tocurbaway kiHerdiseasese.g. Materia,HIV/Aids e.t.c
4. Tomake ourenvironment beKw and attracSve and attractive
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to die registrar
General Corporate affairs commission*, wum aww 5 Abuja within 26
days ofthis publication
Signed:
Barr. M, i, Khalil

PUBLIC NOTICE
SURE CITY APOSTOLIC MISSION

This»sto dtann Btageneral publice » above named Miasksn has apttfad
to the Owpweie M ** C&mmmmn tor rhistrE~on under pert e of Iha
&OsTISK8rji@sarsEt njetters-sfct N«. | oft9~>.
Thettw t*«saif»:
1, Bishop ChutaMsemeSta Stiichard i# »

, Bim mrn«ech!. *wo>1Site
3,Emmanuel Chufewuseniigtsn
Aimsandobjectives;
1, Shall be comfTMtted so buiteng and crewng retreatenw raraw fii far aS
Ohrsaans,
2, Shall: be MvalMKI in rarganfeing W erttancfninetinnal programs for
Christians or§sirw*ft"*»nss.
3, Shafi «<stobfeh baWng and feadarahip institufc* for frit CNM tan
wart«ers
A«y objeeBcn to the negsstrason stsoiiW be forwarded So the ftegiswar-
Goifor#. Corporate ASbMt C5»missie«, 420 TtftHS onmmtn. tM Aguiyl
kooeiMwet. »».«* W,M*»am®AJ»iawiWiint*e(iity-«SO it» «daysfo» «
ta rfote o fM asiiAfeafen.

Sarr. Macmitlan OSMCtmitwu tgbo

VACANCY: Apply for Jobs

We have many vacancies. Looking for
Microsoft Office Specialist for full or part time,
Cisco/Microsoft & network technicians
wanted. An overseas coy is looking to hire
sales ladies and men for nationwide positions.
Compensation is salary plus profit sharing &
commission. To apply email CV with photo and
tetter to: US1 HR@yahoo.com
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AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION!

On behalfof Pipelines and Products Marketing Company Itd iwPMCi The
Senswai Public are hereby inform tfie t there mgoifig to be a pebBc auction
Sales of iu Obsolete materieis (Spare P»rts| VeMele*, caravans, Pipes,
Compressors, Airtandiiiim etc, scheduled as feitoss:
Cats: 13*- January, 2010
Time; IfcOOam respectively
locations: «<M C Area office Port Hsrcourt, Atm, Enagu, Caiator
and Area Qttiee te$,Maidugur:i»isietc
ForPortHarmiHtArea Office;

MOHM *M £D6AI»AQESESE*ICO.

0i036fii»7? 1
« . BLACKMAN RES.LTO

080J31479J3
forGomb* Area Office:

NARAGUTAVENTURES \

69eS0792086

' IBNZAKARI
08034552702

1 POVERTY REDUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

The general pubfc is hereby HjMKeCf lhas the above named orgsrazation has
applied to the Corporate Affair* Swwwswton for registration ynder part *C' ef
ihs CsmparAes asxiAliadMatiefs aci 1990

TH6TrusteesA «:

1 WajiEaldwUwiaR, Owkm**
2 PrO{V\DrSaV\N\bShI »Fu»
irsgrM utaghaRaS~Oaima »,ters*«-
4. Mitiacwnad Law ai Zafeairu »n*«r
5. UMMmAmnuMvrnd taifcec
WhajeLawalSbrahm! Saoatary
AwrtSeo*wy

AIMSAMDOTJECTIVES
Topursue «w»Ji[ofeducrton wtd »-ipoweringtie yoUhforbettertors.
2. To cctaberat® with gmomnMMS agessis® «nd ail «U»r feievaM
organisatiofss for th® purpesa ot <M«pewefment md povarty
ra*i*»
3. To MISP(%B far schcteratiip anti p *»«a sujjpartand; » «8 n «s create:
tomey?sjlhar«<im m winerabte metnimrs af» « society.
Arsyi*jacta lothe fegisteto stot&ibe forwarrfad ia the registrar G isw ai,
CorporateAfcrs CtxnnM on, Mt aTigre & sssenloffAgssyi* * * Straek,
PMO IM Jlteitaraa, Alti*a witte twenty sigi;li28} risys from the dsa» of ft®
(MtAcXkm.

Secretary

GADUWA ESTATE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

This  to r«ehiiy 6he geners! (while that the a&ove mentaoned Aasocaiiw has
appfed soShe Corporate Atfsirs CWrwnwwhior legisEation under Pen C'afthe
ctxmm * m t Atied vmm* m. Cap 69, Lm«orthe A M M <*

15»0.

IheTrusteha&em A

Hre<cdud
Engiei8(K Samson CfcmuywaQ luseye -Secretary
iMss,)
4, D88MpnOww»yeA*)u -tstember
5 Asr*sss® iorAdereflsO18g<*eR»r! -Merrier
B, RT.Hwi.AwitsJB®ltoM8San -Membhef

Aiw s#lld O H » «fiw *
1,To MM* W ttvwi the Of rm» Eswe ana MimstyfOepartmsni
resjiorasbte to Hraisitig and ttrtan Bewtapmerit Matters and othw seiewant
agsffiSssj'parastawison  arsaSvcti'vjther « i® nisalihe Estate
a,Teeerveasa teruw (or MtaiMii® trnrn andm m tm * « 8**«d tow/ds
tfie promotion of unity, peaceful «a*e*«tenGe, weii beifig and wetixe of
mensberxsb wa8 as heaah# ESswetapmentof the Estate.
3.Ta«*rv»as* toruwtorimaM M g»A m um *** issue* «W nS to security,
utility services akKXifcttyandetwsroniMnt} a®Bthey aS M the Estate
Any'obpcfco « te proposed registration must be forwarded to the Registrar
Generai, Cosporat® Affaifs ConsMsAr,, Wum Zone 5. buja within 28 days ot
«hisPUbilca*on.
Sfffied;
Barrister Ephraim Etendem

PUBLIC NOTICE

VACANCIES
$* AsMsv*cy. U>tmy w&. m hm
*9 *WS$Sw< y«ar
1
seprm i e o

2J]J&mns> C m & |d& Istxm n tt»f|m|ksw**&**»«»**&m**W#

NSKTSSM S

AK3mm ~

mmmg't'm wn&wwimﬂmmm#

= *apCBMRN & t»
STmmriMK mm mm anmn&%m:an m eonplifer
Mm-» T m&mmmmm****
<*'wmm mm
Hmum,
m&k* *miw *3

mmi 3i4d.mm n??Pm
mm WAREmrmrnmm itetwi* ;

LOSS OF DOCUMENT |

The general public is hereby informedlotthe loss
of original offer of Terms of Grant/Conveyance of
Approval witti Ref. No. MFCT/ZC/AMAC/LUE
MF6497) dated Dec 1997 for plot; 2 hectre
(MF6479) within Lugbe 1 extension in favour of
Cecilia Kanu Chuchuma. Ali effort made totrace it
proved abortive. If found please return to any
nearest police station.

CHANGE OF NAME

AFtIAPE: Sformetty known and a<Mr«»s«l as *#ISS GRACI
OLUWAOAMILOtA AfUAPE, i»* »4shas to he known and
addressed as MRS. GRACE OLUWADAMILOLA SAMUEL, Af
former documents remain vaiid. Genera! pubtic» te note.

( formally salted SAMAIIA SALAWU iw wish to &® salted
SAMAILAALHAdt SALLAU. All docunrserrts remained valid. General
pwbBcsntatenMe,

S fofweriy known and addressed as M ISS MOVW CHINW g EDITH,
now wish to be known and addressed as MRSOBICHINWE EOITH

Alttem ar documents remain valid, Netionat M ospitai,Abuja, general
public take note.

tormedy known as MISS OYE8BAMJI OtUW ABOKOLA SOLA.
now wish to be catted MRSOLADELE OLUW ABUKOLA SO LA,AS
fwmerdorafmentis remain vaiid. General puM cftftenote,

I,fomwttyknow asERABOR OLUWAFUNM ILOLA.. now wish to be
knowsi as AYINDE OLOWAFUNM ILOLA. Alt fomter documwtts
rstnain vaiid. Generalpublicshould take note.

IFORMERLYILORAH EMMANUELFRANCIS CHtEOOZIiE, NOW
WISH TO 8 AOORESSiP AS EKWUEME EMMANUEL
CHOOSE. At FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID.
AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY AND GENERAL PUBLIC TO
~OTE.

| formerly know as M ae BIM8A ANNA HIRAD! now Mrs. MUSA
ANNA HIRAOQI. All forme? documents remain valid. First Bank and

general public to note,

tformerfy known as GOECH ICALISTA OSUAGW U now wish to be
cailed OGHECHI CALISTA EJIKE MI former dociiments remain
vaiid general public take note,

| fortngdy MiSS EUNICE NGIrA MISMELIA, now wish to be
addressed as MRS EUNICE JAM ES KIG Btl. Alt former documents
remain valid. NYSC. University of Ma-dugur and general public to
take note.

t. formerly (LAY! ADEMU and ILAYt CORNEUUS OKOLO now
CORNELIUS LINUS OKOLO. Alt former documents remain vaiid,
publictp late hdfe,

Slorn»i% known as ANN OKAFGR rsosvwish to fee ANN CHtBIM M A
AN LAiiformer<totssjmeci retra&tvalid ~eivsrai, publictake noie.

formerly EVELYN MAFIANA now MRS PRECIOUS EVELYN
CHINYE E2E. Formerdocumentsremain valid. Pubto to Nota.

t, fomwty known as MiSS NSHOKIBE NKORIGHERE M OJAFU-
EKPANG, new wish to be called MRS. NSM OKISIE JAM ES OJIE.
Farwiaf documents remain vaM. htational instikite for Cultural
Orientation and the genera!publiciotake note,

i. formertyknown as M tSSPATRSCIACHIEDU NW ANJI, now wish to
be eafed MRS. PATRICIA CHIEDU OGENIJI Former dooimwts
remain vaiid. General pw«ic4otak« note Oease,

t, formerly kmsm as MiSS CHRISTIANA EDW ARD now wish to be
addressed asMRS MARTHA CHRISTIANA SULEIM AN. Ail termer
documents remasnvalid. A8U-2aria and p uijiic take rtote.

t formerly AJIBOYE KAFAYAT MOSUNMOLA now wishes to be
known as MRS MUHAMMED M USA-AJtBOYE KAFAYAT M.
Generalpublic note

1, formerly known as OKORO CLEMENTINS CHINYERE now wish
10 be calied MRS OKAFOR CLEMENTINS CHINYERE. AH former
documents remain valid. All-M idwestand general publictake note.

S fornnafiy knownas MISSDOOSHIMA MERCY ANIWEN now want
to be addressed as MRS DOOSHIMA MERCY EYETAN . Aii former
documents remain vaiid. University of Jos, NYSC and the

public to take note,

t, formerly krwwnm HADSZAABDULAZEEZ now wish: fo he known
as HAOIZA HUSSAIN! All former documents remain valid, general
publicto takenrte.

I formerly CHRISTIANA AKPAN now CHRISTIANA PETER.
formerdocuments remainvalid.Generalpublic lake note.

|, formerly SULE-OOU OLUDOLAPO MOMSURU now wish to be
catted and addressed as SULE-OOU OLUBOLAPO SAMUEL. All
tonnerdocumentsr*nalnvaiid , public to note,

| formerly known as OYENtYt ADERINSOLA FUNM! wMt to be
known and addressed as AGBOOLA ADERINSOLA FUNMI
GTBANK, ICAM and general public please note.

BAYT-UL HIKMA FOUNDATION

The General Pi*lic is hereby notified that the afeov® nan>ed Foundation nas
a”W to sheCorporals M ain Cowmawfcn for <e»«reBon unthr Part "C* ol
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Angola, Mali share honours
In the opening game

B/Ofkula Shaagee

THE 27th African Cup of
Nations tournament kicked
off in Angola yesterday on
a resounding note, as host
Angola failed to take advan-
tage of first half lead to allow
Mali rally round from 0-4 to an
incredible 4-4 draw in Luanda.

It is one the tournament?’s
greatest comebacks in history,
as Mali scored two of their last
goals in the last two minutes of
extra time to salvage a point in
the match that was watched by
a capacity crowd.

The hosts opened scoring
through Flavio Amado in the 36
and 42 minute, while Gilberto
and Manucho increased the
tally in the 67pen, Manucho 74
before the visitors opened their
account with Seydou Keita’s 79
minute shot.

Propelled by the Keita’s
opener, the Malians surged
forward and were rewarded in
the 88 minute when Frederic
Kanoute headed in the second
for his side, followed by Mus-
tapha and Yatabare in the last
two minutes of added time.

In one of the three matches
lined up for today, one of the
tournament’s favourites, Ivory
Coast will take on famil-
iar neighbours Burkina Faso
in a Group B opener whose
intensity might be damp-
ened by the Togolese tragedy.
Composed of high calibre of
players drawn from Europe’
top leagues, the Elephants have

pulled wide attraction in recent
years across Africa and beyond.

Also today, the Flames of
Malawi will try a bowling over
against their Algerian foes.

While Malawi might rightly
be considered the weakest team
in the group, the rating cer-
tainly won t perturb the Flames
considering that their recent
performances indicate that
they are a side that revels in the
underdog tag and often achieve
their best results when they are
overlooked or underestimated.

A good example ofthis is the
fact that they emerged out of
the second round of combined
African Cup and World Cup
qualifying as best second plac-
ers behind heavyweights Egypt
and ahead of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Also, if you add to that the
fact that they recently held
title hopefuls Ghana and Egypt
and AFCON warm ups then it
is easy to understand that this
team will hardly be awed when
they face Algeria in Luanda
today.

As at the time of going to
press, it was not clear whether
the Hawks of Togo will partici-
pate in the Nations Cup cam-
paign after Friday’ attack on its
team left some member dead in
the city of Cabinda.

TODAY'’S FIXTURES
Malawi vs. Algeria
Ivory Coast vs. B. Fasso
Ghana vs. Togo

m ~ArhnfflfMani,r h°
yesterday”

Galadima backs Togo's pull out

Bylbrabeem A.Fatai

THE effect of the tragic shoot-
ing incidence that led to the loss
of lives of four members of the
Togolese football contingent to
Angolawillneverallowthe Togo-
lese national team give their best
in the on”~ing African Nations
Cup.

Makingthis statementyester-
day in atelephone interviewwith
Trustsports, erstwhile Chairman
of the Nigerian Football Asso-
ciation (NFA), Alhaji Ibrahim
Galadima, said the morale of
the Togolese players are at a very

low ebb after seeing some of their
colleagues being gone down by
unknown assailants.

Describing the incident as very
shocking, tragic and unfortunate,
the Kano-born football administra-
tor said the decision ofthe Togolese
government to withdraw its team
from the 27th edition ofthe African
Nations Cup was the right thing to
do under the circumstances it finds
itself.

“The current frame of mind of
the Togolese players, coaches and
other officials is not conducive to
playing championship of Africa
Nations Cup magnitude. To play

good football, you need to be in a
verygood frame ofmind, be psycho-
logically and physically ready; any-
thing short ofthat will never bring
out the bestin you.

“Withdrawing its team from the
championship may be a very good
decision, because ifthe team is left
to compete, there isno waythey can
perform to theirbest So, withdraw-
ing the team is to prevent a disas-
trous outing. How do you expect
players who wept over the death of
their colleaguesto playgood football
few days after the attack?

The shooting incidence may
even affect the entire championship,

SPORT

Career twilight
blues for Drogba,

Kanoute and Kami

Adama Tamboura fight for the ball during the opening

because everybody will start to feel
insecurethroughouttheentiredura-
tion ofthe championship. Definitely,
the government may have their rea-
son for pulling out their team. The
government has the responsibil-
ity to protect the lives of their citi-
zens and do everything possible to
make them save wherever they are,”
Galadima reasoned.

Galadima called on the Ango-
lan government to strengthen secu-
rity around players and officials
throughout the championship, say-
ing the responsibility of ensuring
that no team or official is attacked
lieson the government ofthe host.

" Nat'*"s football championships (CAN2010) between Angola and Mali

ALHAJI Ibrahim Galadima



FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE ANDWATER RESOURCES
FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AREA H-GARK1,ABUJA

INVITATION TOR I'KI <H Al 1FK ATION OF (T)N TRACTORSANI>.
i\rRINsj(>\<sM 1y TFRFST BY POIFM i\l ‘iii M i ¥ I\RSi S

The Federal Department of Agriculture of the federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources
intends to execute various projectsto process cassava, oft palm, cotton and cocoa into otter value-added
forms and hence increase demand for the cropsaid stimulate pr<xuction. The implements*™ atodd for
Ac cassava and oil palm lactones is Buiid. Operate and Own (BOO); white the processing facilities lor
cocoa and cotton are direct purchases under Operate and Own (00) arrangements. The Projects will
entail: (1.) Civil works: (2.) Fabrication ofequipment for processing of cassavaand oil palm; (3.) Supply
ofequipment for cotton and cocoa,

SCOPE OFWORK
A. Cassava Factory

LOTA:: Establlsl1mnt0f3 mltsofa)ttageCa$a\/a{maSS|ngfcdaks inAfowtAan,ta p andtoe Stale
LOT ,42: Establishment of 2 units of collage Cassava processing factoriesm FCTaftd Nesamwa States
LOT A3: BstaMishinemof2 units of cottage Cassava processing factories in Taralaand Benue States
LOT Ad4: Establishmentof2 units of cottage Cassava processing factories in Cross-River and Rivets States
LOT A5: Establishmentof2 units ofcollage Cassavapacessimg; factories in Deltaand Efe States.
LOT Afe Biahfchmeni of 3writeof cottap Cassavaprocessing factories h Lagos, Ogunand Oyo State.
LOTAY: Establishmentof2 units ofcottage Cassava processing factories itsOncfoand Csua States.
LOTAS: Establishrent of2 unitsof Cassava procssatigfaemes mKadunaand Niger States.
LOT AQ: Establishment of 2 units ofcottage Cassavaproofingto n e s «*Ekiti and Kwata Sates.
AifcConsuhancv service for the civil works, taaSlat&mof equipment and aswunmng for
Al -AS

*Exmbs»n or interest Bvwential wemKHxm tm completld cassava mocmm,
FACTCRIES INTHE STATEDSTATES

B, Oil Palm Processmg fACTTIfIN

LOTS!: Fstah&hmorntof 4unitsofcotisg: W palmprocessing facioriatospecifikatkinat BoonyiandAk»a*ibmStaes.
LOT82 Establismentof4unfaatatm egpalmsprocessingt o n s to specification in Inwand Ataa States,
LOTB3: Establishmentof4unitsofoottage «f palmprocessingto n e s togpecification at Cross Rivwrand IMaSIVES.
LOT 84; Establishrrent of4 unitsof oottageoil palmprocessingto ne s tospecification in Edoand Qrefc States.
LOT B5: ESWishiremof4 unfaof cottage oil pate processing fames» specificafat nOpn and KinaraState
LOT 86: Consutancv service for the civil works. Installatai ofappmem aid tesHUMINf for

LOTB1-B5

*ixMEsaw of wnauEsrk pbibtoiksei>icmkstorcowmen catrum millsistm mrm
STATES

Cotton
LOT CI: Ptoctaemenfetnstailation of two Ptenier 9Q0QHVL Machines for cotton in Katsmaand Gusau avis.
LOTO i Procurementlnstalbitioii of two Premierd«)OHVI Machines for cotton inOgunami Katiuna$m.-
LOT C3: Consultant service for installation of equipment and test running for Lot Cl t»C2.

* Expression of interest for cwnw HVI machines* LOTCIto O inthe stated states.

P. Cocoa

LOTDI: Fabrication/supply 0f600 wits of collapsible platform solar dryer (to speoical Kw for cocoa
beans) for Ondo, Ostia, Ogun and Ekiti States.

LOTO02: Iabncatlonsupply 0f600 units of collapsible platform solar dryer (to specmcatlon for cocoa
beans) for Oyo, Edo, Delta, ttogi and fewa Stases*

LOT D3: Fabrication/supply 0f600 uniits ofcollamlble platform solar dryer (to specification fw coeca
beans) for Adamawa, Taraba, Akwa-1bom, Cross River and Abia States.

LOT D4: Fabrication/supply of 1900 units of cocoa fermentation boxes for Ondo. Osnn. Ogun. aiits, Oyo,
Edo, Ddta. Kogi, Kwm Adamawa, Akm ibom. Cross-River, and Aim Stefcs.

LOT t>! toW will besdd through CoctM Farmers’ field Schools.

LStwtiamAWim_t_FI\_/IMOE . .
LOT EL Comahaacv for sensitization, cy and publicity on the promotion of cassavaand ctt pdm.
LOTE2: Cars™ we for sensitizrton. advocacy and puNicit) on the promofoti rf cotton ami cocoa.

F. Gene

Deeded speqflcatlonsvwll be inciuitted inthe bidding documents for Ctvil Waite etppment w pfa ton-
catbn. installation aid test running,

Interested Companies far Civil Worttsand Fatoris”te'Procurement ofequipmentare reqwred to collect tetv-
der doaiments from the Office of die Secretary, Ministerial Tenders Board. Room 212, Area 11, Gate
Abuja, at die cost of *20,000 not te r than two (2) weeks fromthe date of this advertiserrent,

Coatpfetd Tender document, skwSd be saboAtad withthe following:

@) DtaM Comp** profile including Curriculum \hae’s key professional
() Certificate of Incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission
(e) Current Tax Clearance with evidence of payment for the last thee years (2006,2007.2008)
(d) /AT registration certificate with FIRS TIN
8 Verifiable evidence ofexperience insimilarjobs
Letter of confirmation froma bank testifying the financial capability ofthe company
(©) Airy rther relevant informetion that will forte confirmthe competence of die company to
carry outthe job.

G. Bi-WKums

Ia »ddi«i* to F<». b, t ffld g) .fx ftt; - ) )
The beretkiarv of the Cassava factories andoil palmmitt shall provice evidence forammi
mumofone () acreofaccessibte tad free fan 1 eneumlViins for the establishment of dieto ry
buildingand instaltationof |tseckr‘f]mera

* interest inthe iacforv lity interested in bv indicatingdie

llage fowwL GAState where ths facloo”facifc isto be located.

. Deposit 10%0f she co« before commencenent of operation,

* Successful bereficiary shall si anagreenmtvumlbelrrplenem Banfedcvenmaon
the Build, Omarﬁarg)mrale(g]OO) and ermerepayrrerIpenodwmdletones
(Caswvaand&l pafim) or d® fediiift (Cottonaid Cocoe).

T1» Bid docurrents for Civil Merks and febricatkmyprooireinent of equipment sl be submitted Intwo dffirent
envelopes marfoed TECHNICALAND FINANCIAL B B> respectively wiViijab «tecripdon and M tuim-
berasdescriM above. The expresskiH of interest v patentiai bencfidarics shall be merked * of Merest’
widi die factories or Mitv interested in stated mthe right comer of the envelope. All shell be addressed to; The
Honourable Minister, Federal Ministry #fAgriealtere* water Rtswre**, Areal!, Garfci - Abuja.

pcaamd.

Thetomans areto besiiwrtel a the Office » f Secretary, Ministerial Teadtrs Board, Room 212, Are* H,
CartO, Abaja not fewerthan two <2) weeks from the date ef this pab&ation Thebidwill beopened onthe
dhy. Plesse notethat only companieswhose Technical Bids are acceptable will havetheir Financial bids opened,

Usman M.Abdullam
A& PermanentSecretary
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FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION,
ZARIA

P.M.B. 1041, ZARIA, KADUNA STATE
(Office of the Registrar)

INVITATIONS FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER FOR:

. THE EXECUTION AND PROCUREMENT OF 300 KVA
STEPDOWN TRANSFORMER AND

. PROCUREMENT OF LIBRARY MATERIALS OF E.T.F.
YEAR 2007/ 2008 INTERVENTION PROJECT

The Federal CollegeofEducation,Zaria hereby invites reputable and experienced
contractors for pre-qualification and Tender on the projects below:

OBJECTIVE:
To extend power to the new Business Education Department and procurement
of Library materials,

SCOPE OF WORKS

A. Procurementand Installation of 300 k v A Stepdown Transformer Including
concrete plinth, chainlink Fence, Energizing and Capital Contribution and
associated cables to extend power to the Business'Education Department.

B. Procurement of Library Materials.

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Those interested inthe pre-qualification and tendering process are required to

submit comprehensive technical and financial information as follows:

a) Evidence of registration with Corporate Affairs Commission.

b) Evidence of Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three (3) years.

c) Company audited accountforthe lastthree (3)years.

d) Evidence of Financial Capability and Banking support.

e) Verifiable listand documentary evidence ofsimilar jobs successfully executed
with their locations within the last three years (include photocopies of letters
ofawards and practical completion certificates).

f) Listof names of key personnel to be involved inthe projects stating their
qualification and professional registration where applicable (Enclose
photocopies of credentials).

g) Listof plants and equipment to be used for the projects.

h) Annual turn-over of the company.

i) VAT registration and evidence of past- VAT remittance,

j)  Originals of documents (a and b above) must be produced for sighting.

PURCHASE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS
Tender documents can be obtained from the Estate Department upon the
paymentofnon-refundabletenderfee of N10,000.00 to the Bursary Department

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION/TENDER DOCUMENTS

The pre-qualification and tender documents should be sealed and submitted
inan envelope marked:

i. PRE-QUALIFICATIONAND TENDER FOR 300 KVATRANSFORMER and
ii. LIBRARY MATERIALS

and addressed to:

The Registrar,
Federal College of Education,
Zaria.
To reach him within six weeks (6) from the date of this publication.

OPENING OF BIDS AND PRE-QUALIFICATIONS

Bidders/their representatives are invited to the public opening of pre-qualification
and tender within six weeks (6) from the date of publication at 12.39 pm i.e.
on 23rd February, 2010.

Notes:
i)  All pre-qualification documents shall be rendered in English Language and
spiral bound.

ii) Fake/suspicious documentswould be handed overto appropriate government
agencies for necessary action.

iii) Thisadvertshall notbe construed as a commitment on the partofthe College
authorities nor shall rtentitle any company to make anydaim or seek indemnity
fromthe College. The College shall also not be obliged to award the contracts
to the lowestbidder or any bidder at all.

iv) Late submissions will be rejected.

Signed:
J. S. Danjuma
Registrar
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Eguavoen advises Eagles
on howto beat Egypt

FORMER Nigeria international,
Austin Eguavoen, has advised the
Super Eagles to mark out Egypt
to ensure victory in the Africa
Nations Cup Group C encounter
on Tuesday in Angola.
Nigeria is featuring in the
27th biennial African soccer
.mfipsta which kicks-off on Jan. 10
in Angolaalongside six-time win-
ners, Egypt.

The Group C teams are to
commence hostilities on Jan. 12
in the city of Benguela with the
cracker between the Pharaohs of
Egypt and the Shuaibu Amodu-
tutored Super Eagles.

Nigeria won the trophy twice
in 1980 in Nigeria and 1994 in
far away Tunisia, while the Black
Mambas of Mozambique and the
Squirrels of Benin have yet to lift

the coveted trophy.

Eguavoen told fee News
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) on Sat-
urday in Lagos that the Nwankwo
Kanu-captained side should disal-
low the North Africans Ihe use of
space to frustrate them.

The Eagles should raise
their game against the Egyptians
tomorrow in Angola to secure a
victory.

Our boys should play as
a unit to beat their opponents.
They must be committed to pre-
vent Egypt from scoring because
thatwill spur them to come all out
on Eagles.

The Eagles should mark out
their opponents to frustrate them.
The North Africans get frustrated
easily when they do not get the
goals,” Eguavoen said.

SUPER Eagles'Osaze Odemwingie against aTunisian opponent during the qualifiers. He is expected to lead Nigeria'sattack

against Egypt tomorrow.

Athletics coach urges early release of funds by NSC

ISAAC lkhaobomeh, an athlet-
ics coach has urged the National
Sports Commission (NSC) to

release funds early to the sports
federations to prepare for this
years international competi-
tions.

Ikhaobomeh told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Lagos on Saturday that athletes
selected to represent the coun-
try in competitions should also
be given grants to enable them
prepare.

Many of these athletes
are talented but are from poor
homes, so they need financial
motivation to give their best
as they solely depend on their
chosen sports for livelihood,”
he said.

Ikhaobomeh said that if
money was released in time,

athletes would be focused as
they knew that they world be
celebrated and rewarded if they
performed we'l in competitions.

The coach noted that ath-
letics being an individual and
group game in relay did not
allow for partial judgment by
officials as the winner is seen
by all.

He called for sponsorship of
grassroots programmes and ath-
letes by corporate organisations,
saying it would help to discover
and nurture budding athletes.

Ikhaobomeh noted that
athletics was going down and
required urgent revival.

"' By now we should do away
with fire brigade approach in

preparing athletes for inter-
national competitions as they
cannot perform magic without
adequate preparation,” he said.

Adbulazeez Alii, who agrass-
roots athletics coach said gov-
ernment should always have a
policy for rewarding successful
athletes aensure that it was
implemented.

" If government fulfils it
promise to athletes, it will go a
long way to motivate them to do
more and upcoming athletes will
be encouraged,” he said.

Alii said that'without money
and other incentives, athletes
would seek for greener pastures
outside the country where they
would be better appreciated.

win

3SC Genera] Manager and Techni-
cal head Mutiu Adepoju, who led
the team to a 2-0 defeat of Zamfara
United last Saturday, says the win
would ease some of the pressure
on the team as they prepare for
Wednesdays home cracker against
Heartland FC ofOwerri atthe same
venue.

“We worked hard for this
game (against Zamfara), and we
thank God that our prayers were
answered at the end ofthe day. The
difference between todays per-
formance and previous ones was
that everyone realized the impor-
tance ofwinning and this made us
re-double our efforts.

“Although we could have scored
more in view ofthe opportunities
we created, but all the same we are
happy claiming the three points at
stake and the fens are the happier
forit.

He echoed the feelings of 3SC
supporterswho have demanded for
sustained momentum ahead ofthe
upcoming midweek clash against
visiting Heartland FC of Owerri at
the same venue.

‘Against Heartland on Wednes-
daywe are targeting another win to
improve on our league standing.

“ltwont be easy playing a team
of Heartlands calibre but theres a
renewed zeal in the Shooting Stars
camp that no opponent can with-
stand.

“And let me seize this opportu-
nityto call on our numerous fansto
come to thé Stadium in their num-
bers to give us the support we need,
and by the grace ofGod we shall not
disappoint,” he said.

Shooting Stars returned to win-
ning ways with an inspiring 2-0
thumping of Zamfara United of

.Gusau in a rescheduled Week 11

Glo Premier League match the Lib-
erty Stadium, Ibadan last Saturday.

Second half goals by Meshack
Chukwubuikem and .Dolapo
Omotayo settled the deadlock and
gave 3SC the maximum points and
their first win in six consecutive
matches.

Scores stoof0-0 at halftime but
a turbo-charged Oluyole Warriors
turrted on the heat in a second half
blitz that sawthe visitors beating the
retreat.

Stars shot into the lead seven
minutes after the restart when
Meshack Chukwubuikem slammed
the ball into the net after collectinga
pass from Dolapo Omotayo.

Chukwubuikem would later
turn provider when his pass was
connected by Omotayo for the sec-
ond goal on 77 minutes.

The victory was a reliefof sorts
for teeming fans of the former
African kings who have had a
torrid week in the wake of Phil-
lip Boamahs sack and the heated
speculations that followed.

A national sports daily even
reported the “appointment”ofJossy
Lad as the team’ new head coach
during the week

The 3SC management would
later debunk the story, branding it
asacalculated effortatderailing the
due process ofhiring a tested hand
to steer the team forward.
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2010 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS

Career twilight blues for Drogba,
Kanoute and Kanu

DIDIER DROGBA
IVORY Coasts Didier Drogba
recently announced that Angola
2010 will be his curtain call in
the AFCON tournament. The
32-year-old lvorian has been the
best player to adorn his coun-
try’s colours in the last decade
and he will want to go out with
a big bang, having never won
Africas most prestigious foot-
ball tournament.

A silver medal in Egypt
2006 is the closest that the big
man has ever come to win-
ning. It was his missed pen-
alty kick in the shootout that
handed victory to the hosts on
that occasion. The promise of
victory was unfulfilled for the
lvorians at Ghana 2008, where
they paraded a strong team but
fell short, again to the Egyp-
tians, in the semi final, this time
adismal 4-1 loss.

The 2006 African footballer
ofthe year will hope to cap offa
beautiful career with an African
crown to emulate the 1992 team
of Abdoulaye Traore. With two
English Premier League and FA
Cupwinners’medals hanging in
his trophy cabinet, can Drogba
makes Angola a happy hunting
ground for the Ivory Coast and
clinch the AFCON?

FREDERIC KANOUTE

Malis Fredi Kanoute won

Togo government recalls national team

TOGO’Sprime minister yesterday
recalled the countrys soccer team
from the African Cup of Nations,
accusing host Angola of failing
to protect the players following a
deadly ambush on their bus that
killed three and injured eight

Theplayersthemselvessaidthey
wantedto stayand competeinhonor
of the dead, who included their
assistant coach, a team spokesman
andthe Angolanbus driver.

Togo Prime Minister Gilbert
Houngbo said the players were still
in a state of shock Sunday and were
not secure. He said that Togo’ presi-
dential plane has been dispatched
to Angola to take the team back to
Lome.

An Associated Press reporter in
Cabinda saidan Air Togo plane was
seen flying near the airport

‘“Angola and the Confederation
of African Football (EAF) have not
taken adequate security measures
to ensure the safety ofthe Togolese
national team,” Houngbo said

On Saturday, the Togo govern-
ment had also ordered the team to
leave, but the Togo soccer team on
Sunday confirmed that they wanted
to play.

The Togo team was ambushed
Friday in an attack blamed on mili-

NWANKWOKanu

the 200t African footballer of the
year award but has never won the
AFCON tournament. The closest
the Malian striker came to winning
was in 2004 when his side finished
fourth.

The 32 year-old will probably

tants fighting for the independence
of Cabinda, a region of Angola cut
off from the rest of the country by
a strip of Congo. At least two play-
ershad gunshotwounds. The team’
goalkeeper was flown to South
Africafor emergency suigery.

“The players understood that
they had to play-to honorthe dead,”
Confederation of African Football
spokesman Kodzo Samian told The
Associated Pressafter speakingwith
the team.

Midfielder Alaixys Romao, who
plays for French League 1 club Gre-
noble, told LEquipe in an interview
that the squad and officials met Sat-
urday and elected to go ahead with
the tournament starting with their
opening match against Ghanatoday.

“People died for this tourna-
ment, others were injured. We cant
abandon them and leave like cow-
ards,” Romao reportedly said. “Ifwe
stay here, it5 for them. Butalso so as
not to give satisfaction to the rebels.

“Our government doesnt nec-
essarily agree with us but we are
determined to play in this competi-
tion. The decision wastaken unani-
mouslyT he said

Samlan-who is also secretary-
general of Togos soccer federation-
said by telephone from Benguda,

FREDIKanoute

be playing his last tournament and
will hope to put an AFCON gold
alongside the other medals he has
in his cabinet. Twice UEFA Cup
champion with Sevilla, as well as
the Copa Del Rev, Kanoute has it
all to play for this time to ensure

Angola, that the team had voted to
staybutwere awaitingapproval from
the Togo government to remain.

“We still stand by our decision to
demand the return ofour national
team from Angola. Nothing has
reversed that decision,” Houngbo
said

Togo captain Emmanuel Ade-
bayor told local station Radio
Ecdesia, “We are going to try eve-
rything to stay here and play in the
tournament because we are very
luckyto survive this attack”

However, headded “Wearechil-
dren ofthe Togo and we will abide
bythe decision ofour government”

With  tournament officials
declaring the tournament will start
on schedule on Sunday, and with
Togos Group Bmatchesto be played
in restive Cabinda, the tour party
was met there on Saturday by most
ofthe top officials ofthe CAF, who
implored Togo to stay.

CAF president lIssa Hayatou
said hed received a guarantee from
Angola Prime Minister Antonio
Paulo Kassoma that security would
be beefed up for all teams and at all
venues.

The Angolan government built
a new stadium in Cabinda for pool
playin the African Cup.

that he keeps his place in the leg-
endary class of Malian footballers.
Will his quest in Angola be suc-
cessful?

NWANKWO KANU

In the same mould is Nigeria’s
captain Nwankwo Kanu, who has

had a very interesting career.
The mercurial Kanu has won
everything in football except the
AFCON title, the closest being a
silver medal finish in 2000 when
Nigeria co-hosted with Ghana.
It was his penalty miss in the
shoot-out against Cameroon
that ensured his country finished
second.

The 33-year-old Portsmouth
striker has already said he will
be retiring from international
football after this summers
World Cup. Retiring without an
AFCON crown will make for a
nagging hole in the palmares
of aman who has survived life-
threatening heart disease to still
be on top ofhis game.

Winners medals in the
UEFA Champions League,
UEFA Cup, Dutch League and
Cup, English Premier League
and FA Cup as well as Olympic
gold and Under-17 world tri-
umph in Nigerias colours are
some of the imprints left by the
lanky forward. It would not be
out of place for the two-time
African footballer of the year
to aim for an AFCON triumph
to usher his way out of interna-
tional football.

He will also be aiming to
score his first goal at the Nations
Cup in five appearances. Will
Angola be good to him?

EMMANUEL Adebayor escaped the attack unhurt
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Sport Briefs...

Schwartzel wins Africa Open

CHARL Schwartzel, the highest- (
ranked player in the field, won the
AfricaOpen by one stroke on Sunday, j
The world number 66 claimed his
fourth European Tour title when he
held offfellow South African Thomas
Aiken afteraclosing six-under-par 67
secured a 20-under total 0272 at the |
East London Club. Aiken (70), chas-
ing his first European Tour victory, |
had a chance to force a playoffwhen
he wasleftwith a 15-footbirdie putton
the par-four 18thbuthis effortdrifted |

to the right. HARL Schwartzel

Mancini insists Veron
bid was just ajoke

ROBERTO Mancini  has
laughed off claims that Man-
chester City made a bid for
Estudiantes’ midfielder Juan
Sebastian Veron. Reports had
previously suggested that the
Citizens had made a£7 million
offer for the former Chelseaand
Manchester United playmaker.
However, according to the Ital-
ian manager, while admitting he
had spoken to the player about
joining the club, the conversa-

ROBERTO Mancini tion had purely been in jest.

Cilic overpowers Wawrinka

CROATIAN Marin Cilic
clinched a second straight
Chennai Open crown on
Sunday with a 7-6 7-6 victory
over Switzerlands Stanislas
Wawrinka. Second seed Cilic
battled for two hours and 40
minutes to overcome the Swiss
in a thrilling final to record
his first win over the world
number 21 in five meetings.
Third seed Wawrinka, Beijing
Olympics doubles gold medal-
list with Roger Federer, broke
the big-serving Cilic in the
eighth game of the first set to

open up a 5-3 lead. MARIN Cilic

Madrid to complete deal
for Eduardo Salvio

STRUGGLING Primera
Division side Atletico Madrid
are locked in negotiations
with Argentine side Lanus
over their attacking mid-
|j fielder Eduardo Salvio, and
* hope to complete a deal this
Sweek. Marca comments that
Los Colchoneros, who have
suffered an uninspiring start
to the season, want to con-
clude a deal for the promis-
ing 19-year old, who has two
full international caps for
Diego Maradona’s Argentina
side and is highly regarded in

EDUARDO Salvio South America.

MB®  9QSKOI

Berba

SPORT
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Knee surgery

MANCHESTER United man-
ager Sir Alex Ferguson has
revealed that striker Dimitar
Berbatov might need an opera*
tion on the injured knee that
kepthim out ofyesterday’s draw
at Birmingham City.

The Bulgarian was keen to'
play at St Andrews, but it seems
that the problem might be
slightly more serious than was
at first believed.

“He wanted to play with it
but we felt we should try and get
it sorted and get him fit again,”
Ferguson told United’ official
website.

“He may have to have an
exploratory operation.”

Meanwhile, Ferguson was
also clearly annoyed at the send-
ing offof Darren Fletcher for his
second yellow card after a foul on
Blues striker Cameron Jerome.

That meant that the Scot’
plans to use debutant striker
Mame Biram Dioufwere badly
disrupted.

“You won't see a softer send-
ing off,” Ferguson fumed.

“For a start, Darrens not that
kind of player. Its a simple clip
on the boy [Jerome], who actu-
ally stumbled. | think it was
a terrible decision and it gave
them some momentum.

“Id hoped to put Diouf up
froijt with Wayne [Rooney].
We know he can play alongside
someone but to play on his own
in his first game was difficult for
him.”

Ferguson was also disap-
pointed to have collected only
a point from the game, even
though his side had overturned
aone goal deficit to claim a draw.

“Itsnot really apoint gained,
but we cant argue with the
result,” he said.

“We were down to 10 men
for the last part ofthe game, but
in the first half we played abso-
lutely brilliantly and dominated
the match. It was a travesty to

DIMITAR Berbatov would undergo surgery on injured knee

go in 1-0 down after they scored
with their first attack.

“We spoke about patience at
half-time because 45 minutes is
a long time. We've won so many
games late on so we shouldn’t
worry about being 1-0 down,

we've faced that situation many
times. | think the players did
their job well.

“It was a sickener but it%s
important not to let your head
go down. We kept battling away
and deserved a point.”

Wenger: Arsenal will not recall players
from Nations Cup

ARSENAL manager Arsene
Wenger maintains that he will not
recall any of his players who have
gone to represent their countries
in the African Cup of Nations, fol-
lowing the attack on the Togo team
bus in Angola.

The bus came under machine-
gun fire after crossing the border
of Democratic Republic of Congo
and entering the Angolan province
of Cabinda. Three lives were lost
during the ordeal, leaving eight
wounded.

But Wenger believes that the
show must go on, and maintains
that he will not recall Cameroon

ByB

international Alexandre Song or
Ivory Coast midfielder Emmanuel
Eboue.

“l do not believe you can just
stop any competition at any inci-
dent, because that will reward peo-
ple who provoke the incidents,”
Wenger said, according to the
Press Association.

“That means any competition
in the world will be stoppable at
any time.

“The international federation
has to make sure the security is
good enough for the competition
and maybe you have to le"ve it to
some individual players that ifthey

feel scared then there is the possi-
bility they could move out ofthe
competition.

“I personally feel that the com-
petition has to go on.”

Wenger then touched on the
political situation in Angola, say-
ing: “Angola is a troubled country
because there is political unrest
and rebels fighting against the gov-
ernment, so it can be dangerous.

“l do not know well enough
what happened [to the Togo
squad], but it looks strange to me
thatthe team travelled from Congo
to Angola knowing there were
rebels on the border.”

HH
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Jigsaw puzzle's pieces

,in the run up to the next general an pr
dential elections, but it has gotten otfto a
euncertain, tense, cloudy and mmour-tjled

if- start. ,
Remember that early last year, when some mincers,
some state governors and some PDP nat*°n
began what was clearly a premature campaign for his sec
Yaradua stepped in at the PDP mini conven
: ini i u«rpnt annrooriateunti
010. wen, zuwi>nciciuu.u.v .. u
sirtse November 2009 and the extremely secretive manner
in wL'h his family and the government have handled th
matter of his ill-health have been such that we nc3o g
expect a normal year of electioneering this time around
The fate 0f2011 politics now depends to avery large ex
on Yaradua personal fate,
= The most substantive thing heard by nigerians on this
matter was last week’s testimony that Vice President
luck Jonathan received a phone call from Yaradua, owe
briefiy. If so, then itsigna11ea & substantial impr
in the presidents health. Even though reports at the week
endby NEXT newspaper, in particular, said the phone call
wasaruse, it seems unlikely that
Jonathan would tell the Federal
Executive Council that he spoke
o Yaradua, as Information Min-
ister Dora Akunyili said he told
them, when he had not done so.
Now, ifYaraduasurvivesthis
illness and returns to the coun-
try, one of several things must
happen. Number one, he could
come back, resume his duties
and say nothing aboutresigning.
Ifhowever Yaradua maintains a
schedule even less active than
the one he maintained before
he went to hospital, or even ifhe
simply maintains a pace equal
to that one, pressure is likely to
mount for him to quit
Ontheotherhand, ifhe were
tn chow some visible improve-
ment, some people may actually push for himjto.run for a
second term, though that is very unlikely to happen,
much more likely, assuming his health somewhat improves
that Yar’adua will try to complete his term in office, th

Now

dT fY ai’adutwe°r"toaquit office now on his ownivolition
or under pressure, the biggest question of [he 201

will be largely settled, because Jonathan step into »
presidency now and most 2011 aspirants 1
silenced. Jonathan will then almost certainly get the PDP
nomination and, the way things are, wiU almost.certainly
win the 2011 elections as well, but first things first.

Even if Yaradua agrees to quit now, how h!fhooses
quit will affect the PDP and Nigeria greatly. Thefirmest
way to quit presidency
effect'v"i2noon tomorrow. Vice President Ford shall be

swom-in atthathour.” On the other hand, IfYaradua sends
a murky, IBB-like “stepping aside” message, thenii co
probably ignite anoisy campaignbyhis supporte .

"“1 K ” ' Yaradua decides to compete his current te™
butdrop outofthe 2011 race, then PDP and the country will
be in for avery difficult time. The way PDP works, Var adua
should then beabletohandpickasuccessor, muchlikeO
sanio single-handedly picked him in 2006. Yet, it wont
easy for him, because while many Northern politicians w
put him under great pressure to Pic\ a” °r* X Y aradua
posed continuation of PDP s power shi barters to
should also expect great pressure from other quarters

he fcsuoabfeio resolve dtis problem without wrecking

m M fe decidestocomplete
his current term but
drop out ofthe 2011
race, then PDP and the
country will be infora

completing their second terms, notably
Bukola Saraki and Alhaji Danjuma Goje, tould be inter-
J m *eirgovernorship tenrae
» 2007 notably Alhaji Ahmed Makarfi, Alhaji Abdullah1
/PeJ r Odili and ChiefJames Iboricould be inter-
td ould some first term governors, peVhaps Malam
este: , or Dr Muazu Babanglda
Isa Yuguda, A i n a ji_ n.(Tlhf>rnatorial hopefuls, the
Jwertui being general iuicuum
General Aliyu Gusau and Alhaji Abubakar Rimi.
smoothest path to 2011 for the PDP is if Yaradua
and Jonathan completesthe term. Even then,
q Northern politicians will try to push him out of the
N AN p[)p workSt jonathan should be
A his rather light political weight, to command
the lovaltv ofthe party national exco, governors and mims-
t ereafter he cannotbe defeated in PDP primaries,

Jonathans rise to the presidency will entail awhole-

reMnmg Of the party offices, National Assembly lead-

and even some key Executive offices, such as SGF
P d th ones Yaradua snatched for the
Mortk [GMD NINPC; Gev-
ernor CBN and DG SSS],
under the unstated premise
that under Obasanjo, South-
erners cornered them.

Now, how the presidential
puzzle is settled will impact
heavily on next years guber-
natorial races. Governors
are the most potent politi-
cal force in Nigeria after the
president, but all the gover-
nors may not see eye-to-eye
on this matter 0f2011 jigsaw
puzzles. First-term gover-
nors are deeply interested in
stability, while second term-
ers may not mind an opening
in the presidency.

National Assembly
members will also be mak-
ine their own calculations. 2007 was a disastrous year for
*1 Assembly, when more than 80%ofitssittiJ8 » » te

AN

N

Head ot Service an

ifYar'adua

membersm zun.a»uu,a. - -

Utical situatiOn is tricky because while he usually has
N N N Presidency> for electoral purposes, he
completely at the mercy ofa state governor,

c® Rnoth¥r”  wpiecethisyearisthat ministers.advis-
and other powerful Executive Branch

officers will be making political calculations of their own.
hold poWerful and lucrative offices, moreTucra-
National Assembly membership but politically,

they are rather impotent becanse they most do the brddmg

ofthePrea mt. prlorlty Is usoaUy to remain as

and somewhere down the*road, to become a
rnor>yice president or president. The only available
formula for this, in Nigeria, is blind loyalty to the presi-

S
g . when the party does nothave the governor
party Ny

the Yaradua ministers think

deserve some political regard towards 2011 because

aU  blic pressure to invoke Section 144 of

Ihe Constitution and declare the president unfit for office,

What is not certain iswhether Jonathan inwardly regarded
thatas an actworth rewarding.

N these pieces Gf the jigsaw puzzle must begin to fall

Y

into place very soon.

SPORTS

IT)

/
GERMAN Denis

Napoli beats Sampdoria to
maintain unbeaten run

N apoli  beat
Sampdoria
1-Oyesterday
to  extend

its unbeaten run under

new coach Walter Maz-
zari to 12 matches.
Argentine  striker

German Denis came,

on as a substitute in the

first half and headed in
the only goal in the 71st
minute for fourth-place

Napoli. After gaining

only seven points in its

IEVER Banega

5

J

opening sewvem games,
Napoli replaced Roberto
Donadoni with Mazzari
and hasnt lost since.
Inter needed an
injury-time goal from
Walter Samuel to beat
last-place Siena 4-3 Sat-
*urday. AS Roma, which
beat Chievo Verona 1-0
Saturday, is fifth, fol-
lowed by Fiorentina
and Palermo, who both
won Sunday and have 30
points apiece.

WBBBmi i

Valenda see off Xerez

alencia cruised to a 3-1 victory at basement
club Xerez yesterday to strengthen their hold
on third place in La Liga.

Ever Banega set up Juan Mata for the
opener in the 11th minute but Xerez netted a rare goal
when Carlos Calvo scored after a sweeping counter-

atUDavid Villalaid on Valencia’s second for David Silva
in the 33rdand Carlos Marchena charged through the
middle in the 69th to make it 3-1 with a spectacular

AV alencia have 35 points from 17 games, three short
of Real Madrid who were playing Real Mallorca at th

Bernabeu.

_ A
Leaders Barcelona, With 40 points, visitiowly Ten-

erife in the late game.

Juan Rodriguez kept Deportivo Coruna in the hunt
for a Champions League place next season with a fine
turn and shot securing a 1-0 home win 0”r Osasuna

yesterday.
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