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UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA LIMITED

f^^Bank wisely-with UBA
You, the farmers, are the backbone of the nation. We 

all rely on you to feed us. UBA is well aware of your 
importance to the community, so aware in fact that it has 
specially trained agricultural experts to help you. That s 
why the wise farmer banks with UBA.

UBA’s Agricultural Credit Department offers the 
farmer 'on the farm ’advice on crop rotation, supervision, 
availability and source of livestock feeds, fertilisers, farm 
machinery and expansion.

UBA realises that most farmers are not accountants 
so it helps in everyway it can to smoothen the way to 
efficient, profitable farming for you. That^ why wise 
farmers bank with UBA. Join them. Bank wisely yourself 
today with UBA.
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>art of a campaign of

that Olof Palme stood 
for. Among Western leaders. Olof Palme 
stood out as a true friend of the Third

ippetite for sensationalism, 
is pai 

disinformation desii 
tobert Koroma ideas and policies t.

Kenema
Sierra Leone

T^isondern^ffro 
Which, taken at th.

Credibility gap 
Sir.

Alozie Ogugbuaja could mat- ? fe cf 

credibility it must bring those behind hie 
crimes to justice. inese

■ president 
ieches to the 
•'e not borne

World. Ik called into question the cosy 
arrangements through which the Nonh 
continues the subordination of the South. 
His Government pursued a policy of 
solidarity with liberation struggles in 
Africa. Asia. Latin America and the 
Middle East. He did not just talk about an 
equitable world order — he acted to realise 
this objective.

His opponents in the British media think 
they can drag his memory down to the 
world they inhabit in the gutters. But Olof 
Palme’s reputation will survive the sordid 
tricks of Fleet Street hacks. The Third 
World Information Centre asks all those 
concerned with Third World interests to 
firmly unite against this offensive by the 
gutter press to defame the name of a true 
friend.

They are not motivated'”’ 
rr.cti-- trench, 
equally treacherous c. 
African country that ha^"' 
ttons with South Africa, 
rebels.

Zimbabwe and other 
should recognise that it 
interest to get the old

Farwell'0
? -g;

.... lt :oally°“r

The tender ■ . ■
:t- hfosson^ ursthickuP^. ‘frost,

His zreatnesstsa r
And then Deleft"- w 10 knowBus Alas, iwamyon^a

. . j Work or quit
>aien of slander and innuendo in the Sir,

’ "press, directed against the reputa- e— -• * - • •
  the late Swedish Premier. Olof 

Palme. This attempt to besmirch the name 
anniversary in power, of Olof Palme should not be seen merely as

' r... ......  • sivii is a tlocal proverb which s— ----
, falls in the sand and 
i gathered but its purity is

motive than treacherv^N °y an-v -
■’ ' ■ Malawi

• »- j , • lhe onlv 
dlP-omatic rela- 
to support the

, .frontline states 
15 >n their national 

man toppled.
Julian Kediani 

London
UK

Something must be done about the wave of 
hired assassins in Nigeria. If the police and 
the Government are not prepared to defend 

 . the defenceless masses, then the masses
the usual desire of the British press to till have got to defend themselves.
its insatiable appetite for sensationalism. And they have to put so much pressure 

Rather, it is part of a campaign of on the Government that the police will be 
;ned^to discredit the given an ultimatum to do their job or quit.

Lcmmy Akinsoji 
London 

UK

Toyin Laguda 
London

UK

Promises, promises . . .
Sir. rmu-i «».>._______ o

by British media
most people anticipated a complete des- Sir.
truction of the "old order " In rccent weeks there has been a concerted

Tins was confirmed by the president campa . '
himself on several of h,s speeches to the British 
nation. But his pledges have not borne lion of 
fruit.

To mark his first a~.“
he has made yet more promises. There

says: “When an egg 
1 breaks, it could be 

questionable.”
R<

Man of no integrity
Sir,
The current scandal of lies, deceptions and 
treachery by the Reagan Administration in 
the United States has more than justified 
my view that President Reagan is a man 
without any moral integrity. The world is 
governed by definite moral laws, violation 
of which brings inescapable and conse­
quential penalties.

While bleating vengeance on terrorists, 
he himself has been engaged in acts of 
terrorism by sending bombs and missiles to 
rebels in Nicaragua and faraway Angola, 
to overthiow by force the democratically 
elected governments of those countries. I 
ask. in God’s name, what threat does 
faraway Angola pose to the United States?

When I was in secular employment. I 
was transferred for three years to a Portu­
guese colony, where I saw man’s inhumani­
ty to man at its worst. I was therefore not 

 surprised that when these colonies gained 
DOEfuntoyc their independence, they rejected the 

Maiduguri brand of Western democracy under which 
Nigeria they had lived.

Letters to 
the Editor 
Malawi’s treacherv 
Sir.
There is saying that th*r
str.rke fire. Ma.iv *•= "e-er be rer mi.- Malawi — recent 
Afro's i-b'ersion !a Mo South
:! the* ’’'Ports have Man-,
y.ialsw-jn officials but Z'" denied ~ 
tirr.s-i'seems that thei Z.1" a:i m-c:ca-

AS an African. I are
what g^cninAeWndsh'1? w.'-.i 
Presidon. Kamazu Banda ofM? ~=: 
«j old '-hat he cannot see Is he
his Government's help of,t'reacher. in

’hat’

^u„dT-rape-
* any other On such aft^fc curren, when u senes 

'■ K grea,

So doubt. Dele G>wa.y 
journalist kiiied only you

De^roudiftwasge^^"

So°wiseso voting, they say. do never live 

Ayou^^no  ̂
^b^'^etag^ 

When well have cause to laugh
And laugh without end
Sleep well. all is well, but no. asyou left it. 
Xewswatch is still watching, and the

outcome you’ll
Know soonest.
Adieu Dele, journalist of lol,r,,^l‘̂  .

iugui 
Jigeri
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into a liquidity crisis wht:h 
in its wane. a nioic efficient and service- 

more receptive to modern techniques

Solution 
trumpeted.

f . the Babangida
revolun Very first tlme in a vcry ’^.niTate pr°ducnv,ty of

. caPacity to accumulate the gold of nroduce for

..vttaic me oenefits of our new-fangled economic discipline.
The most incredible feature of the Babangida revolution has 

been the pacific way and manner by which it has been achiev­
ed. The Babangida revolution has been launched without the 
agony of social upheaval.

The introduction of the Second Tier Foreign Exchange 
Market is the most important and monumental economic deci­
sion ever taken in the history of independent Nigeria.

engineered a massive transfer of wealth from 
ss and corporate elite, to the people and government

----- ---- ' j Suddenly, the government can now pay teachers, build rural 
o  --------------- roads, rejuvenate our health facilities, repay its domestic-
yearly income, apart from , debts, and promote gainful employment. What it must resist at

i all costs, however, is the demand for a new Udoji of wage and 
i allowance increases, which can only stoke up inflation, and 
i negate the benefits of our new-fangled economic discioline. I

OPINION
S'®?®* Dr- Fem‘ 

of th^ Iook3 at the Jalh-out 
D c structural adjustment 
et,~arnrne 0/1(1 says they are 

°{ an ‘merginl 
although not

 ,  the business
The Babangida revolution ensures that Nigerians will have no of Nigeria, 

choice but to be Dorn in Nigeria, live m Nigeria, work in j 
Nigeria play in Nigeria and die in Nigeria. With the new cost of • 
airline tickets exceeding the average yr"';’:------- . '*?'*’* r---- !
new immigration controls in the West, we cannot even afford i 
to emigrate. Since the foreign option is now largely beyond the 
reach of the average Nigerian pocket, and with imported con­
sumer durables now far too expensive, we have no other op­
tion but to build in Nigeria our own holiday resorts, and to 
produce and patronise our own affordable made-in-Nigeria 
goods.

If the introduction of SFEM has effectively taken the shine 
off the distributive trade, the emphasis has been replaced on 
the more productive sectors of the company. This is because,

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

Nis.r.au elite will soon establish world-standard hospitals in of the new ^'^“nmrnLTh^B^S
Lagos and Kaduna, m order to ensure that they and their revolution has-----  . .
children do not die of the common cold, or indeed of AIDS.

quiet revolution
W? 7e are a11 livins witnesses to an amazing process of social j 
y V transformation. It is a process so far-rcaching in its ef­

fects and implications that it is the source of a considerable 
degree of fear and trepidation. It is a process which promises
to change, for the better, the rules of the economic game in 
Nigeria, but which might perhaps even change the very nature 
of the game altogether by re-defining the way we live and 
work, including our consumption habits, our expenditure pat­
terns and our production structures. Today, Nigeria can be ap­
propriately described as a country undergoing the strains and 
stresses oi the Babangida revolution, a revolution whose main 
catalyst was the inauguration of the SFEM (Second-Tier 
Foreign Exchange Market) in September, 1986.

One of the key attributes of the emergent Babangida revolu­
tion is the body-blows it has inflicted on the distributive trade, 
hitherto the towering height of the Nigerian economy. Clearly, 
as a result of the operation of the SFEM, the distributive trade 
is no longer as attractive and lucrative as it once was. The 
reason for this is simple. The Babangida revolution has 
brought in its wake a shift in the Nigerian economy from a 
sel’er’s, to a buyer’s market. Past fallacies about the immunity 
of the economy to the tried and tested rules of classical 
cco.iumic theory have been stood on their heads. We now ! 
know that, under certain circumstances, the demands of the •

I Nigerian consumer is not price inelastic, and that the domestic j 
I price-mechanism cannot but respond ultimately to the stimuli | 
ol supply and demand.

Thanks to SFEM, the expenditure of the Nigerian consumer ' 
is now going to be more realistically tied, not only to his level ; 
oi productivity and legitimate earnings, but also to the produc- i 
tivity of the national economy as a whole. We now have no ' 
choice but io buy only that which we can afford as a result of I 
the products of our labour, and not because we happen to be | 
endowed with oil. Even the pampered rich will now have to j 
pay a more realistic pace for their pleasures.

If, as a result, pi ivatc car-ownership is now out, mass transit , 
systems will have to be in. (Already, the President himself has j

-> ... L.. . imaginative new scheme to in- ,

feasible lor the middle-classes to send their children to | wtuajly.witnessed “hTdoXwwd movement of priceTauHn

prom'ses t0 bring 
we will have no choice but to build and sustain excellent educa- oriented banking system, 
tional facilities at home. If it is now unaffordable to seek j and methods.
medical attention abroad, then you can be sure that the |  The new liquidity shortage of the banks is the mirror-image

; Ni8eria ’° accumulate the gold of ,orcl*'' ■ - i“Port, linf.-d to thecapac'ty toprod uce tor
,Ur‘ng con""”’ “ is n™ Possible for a business or manuiac- 
pro«eds T„ ™ 10 k«p. m-tolo, its foretgn «P°rt
pelr°-doljar" ddl,io". <hc capacity to procure the hard-earned

I Political conn °f thc £°vernment is no longer a function of 
toned at rLr t,On’ s»nce scarce foreign exchange is now auc- I

I caPacity t0 les more reflective of its true market value, the 
I ^O’estic ' °Uy ,s now based on the capacity to produce I 

quisue naira s servi“s, and, thereby, to generate the rc-

‘•vc ferme das dearly gone home. There is anew produc-1 
I ‘nhcrently ‘, "e a,r today which confirms the Nigerian as an 
I Tabled Nt-.*''rpnsin8 and imaginative economic animal.
I n°thing and im ° ,n,Porter-exporters, who normally export j 
I peculate in theP°n v,rtuaJ,>’ everything, are now beginning to I 
! of exPortables jeC*Port market with a vengeance. The new fist I 
1 iresh onions tn t end,ess 3511 >s amazing. From the export of / 
I diabetic meals pWan» to thc export of health foods and j 
| wi,,» once acun ° Pak,SIan. Soon, thc groundnut pyramids 
I . . The brooms ‘ofraCk thc N,8crian post-card.
i J25crt0 inefficient l.8e 3,50 Promisc lo SWCCP c,ean the J SFEM, the gover 1 bankln8 sector. With the introduction nf I 
i of advance imnn^^01 has c,ever,y withdrawn some £3 billion I 
I ton of the mari-L deposHs trom the banks, while the opera- 
i Th,s tight monetarv’tSC,f has moppcd UP another £2 billion 

much-heralded mi? COntroJ has ensured that, instead oi the ‘
' actiiaijv ---- tationary spiral, the creation or SFtM has I

intimated the public about an imaginative new schem 
troducc motorised tricycles in the rural areas). If it is 
longer feasible for the middle-classes to send their children to ' actually witnessed the downward 
school abroad (the cost of the average school fees abroad is 1 addition, it has Dluneed the hnnkc 
now in excess of £25,000, exclusive of room and board), then nromi«»e i—

Nis.r.au
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But Kmj Kzr.g: too. is a man of many

■ try;
I

the 10 recipients. Ye: he -as mtterent. 
He looked ditteren:. He -as black. The 
rest were white. He ore Kso Oke. The 
rest, except the charming ~’-y«3r old 
Miss Lev. Mcnticin:. *cre tans,

Atter the rituals — cttattcn and “1

Kongi’s bounteous harvest 
-----:------ ° r—Soyinka gets the $290,000 Nobel
A: .a.-. Niztna s ?r—e=-“'

■yx u— z—-_ me cocc ae ZT-g^-’- -■

« eg espe=a_? :z~ t Kcng c! Keep's 
fame. 1: comprised c: :»o packer. One 
concamed a scroll apparent?' made ct 

a .-neral Both 
cnaxe of AJred 
of many pans, a

fcBO*u as Ucle bcyxnka. everyone 
ttanks he is a man of many pans. Learn­
ed pecp.e say be is a poet, ptaywrigtxt, 
c-O'.enst. socia. entx, actcr, film direc- j 
tor, producer and so on. Not-too- j 
ieamed Siaemans kno* n_m as a trouble ? 
max er to oppressors but who. when |

_;, • push comes to shove, might equally be a 
utsttnguished trouble shooter.
When King Kongi, well, Wole Soyin- 

'.ka, stepped out to receive his prize 
something happened to the 1,700 pe--

’ sons who watched. He was the ninth of
B-----rxr. (right). SoyMa and Rirq
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II J ll£_ 
f Soyinka, Buchanan, browsing through the

■npvcry year, he said, the committees 
gSmvite nominations trom numerous 
universities and academics. For the 
Nobel Peace Prize, all parliamentarians 
of the world are qualified to make 
nominations. Every year, each commit­
tee ‘receives several hundreds ol pro-

Atter the speech, prizes were 
presented; first to the Physics Prize 
laureate, Ernest Ruska who will be 80 
years on Christmas day, Gerd Binmg 
and Heinrich Rohrer, then to the 
Chemistry Prize winners, Dudley 
Horschbach, Yuan T. Lee and John C. 
Polanyi. Then it became the turn of 
Stanley Cohen and Rua Levi- 
Montalcim, Medicine Prize laureates. 
Then Soyinka and finally, the Bank of 
Sweden Prize in Economics Sciences in 
memory ot Alfred Nobel which went to 
an American, James Buchanan.

Tfie Swedish national anthem 
then played, bringing the prize­
presentation ceremony to a close.

Wole Soyinka dropped a tear or two 
as his citation was being read in Dodan 
Barracks, Lagos, for the national award 
of the Commander of the Federal 
Republic. Last Wednesday, he looked 
quite natural occasionally

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

posals which arc studied in depth for

He said that the founder of the Nobel 
Prize, Allred Nobel, did not have a high 
opinion ol the money-making abilities 
ot scientists. He therefore intended his 
prizes to make it possible for the 
laureates to continue their work and it 
represented about 20 annual salat 
professors at the beginning ol the cen­
tury.”

The role ot the Nobel Prize has chang­
ed, he said, lor it has catalysed a dozen 
other prizes for the study of science and 
the prize should help remind political 
authorities to support research as a way 
ot decreasing the glaring inequalities in 
the world.

^appeared reair;
• „cr dinner speech, he 
aft1-1 ... — — -

indP- ,hC

have the pleasure ot presenting.”, King 
Gustaf XIV approached, Soyinka ap­
proached, the audience watched, m dead 
silence. The cameras readied, Nigerians 
held their breath and the King handed 
over the two packets, shook hands and 
retired to his scat.

The actor m Kongi came to him. He 
bowed thrice. To the King and Queen of 
Sweden, to the board ot the Nobel 
Foundation and the Swedish Academy 
and finally to the audience, the world. 
He did more. He presented his prize to 
the audience as it to say “it is our prize, 
all oi us won it. I am only a trustee.” He 
was the only one to do that. And it was 
appreciated. Soyinka went to his seat, 
the applause went on.

Recipients ot the Nobel Prize do not 
shed tears at least not last Wednesday. 
Hie secret of lacing the world in a mo­
ment oi monumental triumph and keep 
back watery eyes is simple. The 
ceremony is delicately and elaborately 
rehearsed. It look place at 11 o’clock, 
live and a half hours before the actual 
event. All the major actors were present, 
except the Swedish Royal .family and the 
audience. Journalists, cameramen were 
told not to take pictures ot the rehear­
sals. Everything is acted out. The 
Swedish philharmonic orchestra had had 
their instruments set. The stage had been 
set and ringed with blooming carna­
tions. 1 he sitting arrangements ot the 
.laureates, where to stand, how to enter, 
order ot procession, where to place the 
medal and the diploma had been deter­
mined.

For instance, the man who ‘taught’ 
the rehearsal spoke of the necessity oi 
laureates not mixing up their prizes. He 
related how some time ago, two 
laureates inadvertently swapped pnzes- 
onc ended up in Siberia, another in 
North America. It took two years of in­
tensive diplomatic negotiation to 
resolve.

Thus, the laureates entered at 4.30 
p.m. and the audience rose to listen to 
Beethovens ’s “Congratulation 
Minuet” for two minutes. Then, 
everyone sat and Professor Sunc 
Bergstrom, chairman ot the Board ot 
the Nobel Foundation read his speech 
which lasted five minutes in which he ex­
plained the Nobel Prize and the pro­
cesses ot selecting the winners.

programme.

incident which forced Prolessor J.P. 
Clark out of the aircraft and ultimately 
out ot the trip. Professor Clark, like 
most others, apparently was unaware ot 
the mild drama about who should be left 
out ot the trip, and having been an­
nounced as a first class passenger, he 
refused to settle tor less even alter per­
suasion by Information and Culture 
Minister, Mr. Tony Momoh, who led 
the delegation.

There was to be another unhappy inci­
dent by which many members ot the 
delegation were unable to attend the 
prize-presentation ceremony. The cause 
was traced to Sweden’s deadline which 
was three weeks ahead ot the ceremony. 
But lor spirited efforts ot Mr. Momoh 
and Nigerian embassy in Stockholm, on­
ly very few Nigerians would have 
witnessed Soyinka’s investiture with the 
Nobel prize. The ceremonies were, 
however, televised five.

--------cer'"’ony W‘nt °"' Hc 
lac,tur" ^ilcofi'^quet given by Itlc 
ma,?.a?f.d1vas at m? appeared ready

Sweden tha 0....  .
in an a hc 1 400 audicnce to 
ind Pul .h Soyinka remark. aaugB erTn>hPe^. 'appeared io the 

id that .1 "US'J^^gertan popuia. 
Swedes that had s„cdcn. It was not 
lion was broug icincnt- 
entirely an ovcrsia' .ntial wing ol the 

indeed at lhePr d Airport front 
Murtala M°haI", delegation departed 
where the Nige"3" appeared everyone 
on December 6> ' kholm including a 
wanted to go to = coupie ot Soyinka’s 
former wile and a roanlpU|ated out 
relations who hao |itl|e untortunate

But it 
King of 
thrilled, 
laughed

ightc 
that
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Nobd sit crossroad
Wole Soyinka at a banquet in his
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by
10.

L__
Soyinka

palmwine.
Some day, I 

suppose, we will 
unravel 
mystery, 
m e a

and 
urgy. This 
anticipated 
scientist 
.Nobel at

has tried to solve 
some of its many 
problems by shif­
ting half Jts 
population surrep­
titiously to 
Sweden. 1 assure 
you however that 
they have merely 
come to satisfy a 
natural curiosity 
about the true na­
tionality of this in­
ventor. For they 
cannot understand

should 
transferred such a 
potent secret to a 
Swede rather than 
to his Yoruba 
descendants. The 
mountains of 
Swedish winter 
and long mid­
nights are hardly 
congenial to his 
temperament. 
And while the 
local acqjavit 
might help to in­
fuse some arm th 
Into his tropical 
joints, we do 
know that he 
tends to stick to 
his favourite

Soyinka had used the lecture to 
underscore tnai Literature encompasses 
the entire realm oi human existence. As 
he stood beside the statue o: Gustaf HI. 
the assassinated Swedish 18th century 
King whose humaneness is a Swedish 
legend, he made his ieeiings known 
about the assault on humanity by the 
apartheid regime and the “desperate last 
-ditch guardians ot the theory ot racial 
superiority. He spoke of the “Terror 
epidemic that legds on shock not reason, 
and how- the “authentic conscience of 
the white tribe has been stilled”. He 
took well aimed shots at Margaret That­
cher who had said: “Personally, 1 find 
sanctions morally repugnant." He took 
on America’s Ronald Reagan. All in all, 
he said, his intention was not to speak to 
Africa and other oppressed peoples of 
the world but to address "those who are 
on the fringes of conscience." He 
8

through the 
streets, or peer In­
to the hotel lob­
bies of
Stockholm, you 
might get the im­
pression that my 
nation. Nigeria

In the end the Nobel p-t. 
was watched by p^“«»ony 
Col. -Tunde Akor^,
Mr. Justice Caddtde Jo>— 
Judge of Lagos State, 
Abiola, Concord’s pubis'— 
Ibra, Guardian publisher"’ ph.AIex 
Mrs.) Bimpe Aboyap., ’m. ““r

Ogbeh, former Commun:-^" 
.Minister, Alhaji-Ibrar.tm Sar-" ?’n!’ 
Bola Ice, re.tr.er gove-;. 0. J—*
Prof. Ab:cla Irele, Dr. a------ -'rZ. . ’
Mr. Salihu Bappa, Mr 
manuel. Miss. Jai 
Nigeria’s ambassador

this 
In the 

n t i m e 
however, we will 
content ourselves 
with saluting the 
vision which made 
our presence here 
today a positive 
event, since it was 
Alfred Nobel’s 
hope that the 
humanistic con­
version. even of 
the most terrible 
knowledge, can 
improve the quali­
ty of life for 
mankind. That 
also Is the lesson 
of Ogun, that 
essence of the war­
ring duality of 
human nature. 
And we join in the 
endeavour that the 
lyric face of that 
demiurge will 
triumph in our 
time, snaring for 
all time that 
elusive bird — 
peace — on our 
planet earth.

our .Majesties, 
Ladies and 

Gentlemen,
It was inevitable 

that the Nordic 
world and the 
African, especially 
that part of i‘ 
which constitutes 
the } oruba world 
— should meet at 
the crossroads of 
'’"eden. That 1 
am the agent of 
such a symbolic 
encounter is due 
'ery simply that 
m-' creative Muse 
ls Ogun, the god 

I °f creativity antj 
I destruction, of the 
'>ri" and 
metallurgy. This 

i de*ty 
I >our 
I Alfred

Ogun,
A short speech 
honour on Decern er

mortals. 1 covered 
that event for my 
publishers — well, 
taking a few 
poetic licences, 
naturally — under 

,, the title IDANRE. 
it You may have run 
es into that reportage 

which has been 
translated into 
Swedish under the 
title: OGUN 
SKUGGA. If you 
have not, I recom­
mend that you- why their Ogun 
proceed to the should have 
nearest bookseller 
for this piece of 
pre-history1 which 
makes Ogun, very 
definitely, the pro­
genitor of your 
great inventor, 
Alfred Nobel.

___  I urge this 
' the very beginning especially because, 
! of time by clearing If you happened to 
a path through take a casual walk 
primordial chaos, “ *■
dynamiting his 
way through the 
core of earth to 
open a route for 
his fellow deities 
who sought to be 

| reunited with us.



Cover Story
observed in conclusion that apartheid. The Ruska-saga

to

TTJTe was 25, when he did the rcsear- 
JCB-ch, He was so young he .thought it 
was nothing. So, when Heinrich Rohrer 
and his colleague developed their scann­
ing tunnelling microscope, the Nobel 
people began asking questions, looking 
tor the origin of their knowledge and 
whether they had per chance made use 
ot some materials.

Protessor Ernest Ruska will be 80 
years old on December 25, Christmas 
day. For the anniversary, the University 
is planning a big day tor him.

WiHy-niliy, the Nobel people especially 
Joha’mson, combed through the entire 
work of Rohrer and company and he 
traced the origin of the work to Ruska. 
They knew developing a microscope, 
capable ot enlarging objects a hundred 
million times was a Nobel prize enter­
prise. But the man who originated the 
theory that it could be done, and did

ot his publishers who sold his 
(publisher’s) rights to another two weeks 

I betore Soyinka was nominated a Nobel 
laureate. It is causing a great deal of 
amusement in publishing circles, tor the 
publishers on learning ot Soyinka’s 
Nobel Prize award went back to the one 
to whom he sold the rights to see if he 
could retrieve the rights or amend the 
deed ot sale. He got “no” tor an 
answer.

At the Nobel Prize award ceremony at 
the Concert Hall ot the City Hall ot 
Stockholm, Soyinka’s work was 
presented to the audience by Prolessor 
Lars Gyllensten, chairman ot the Nobel 
committee tor Literature.

Said he: ‘The way in which Soyinka 
makes use ot the mythical material (the 
Atrican) and the literary schooling (the 
European) is very independent. He 
(Soyinka) says he uses the myths as ’the 
aesthetic matrix’ for his writing. It is 
thus not a question of folkloristic 
reproduction, a kind ot exoticism, but 
an independent and co-operative work. 
The myths, traditions and rites are in­
tegrated as nourishment tor his writing, 
not a masquerade costume.’

Prof. Gyllensten went on to pay 
tribute to Soyinka’s poems saying the 
imagery of the poems was compact and 
rather hard to penetrate. It takes time, 
he said, to know the poems intimately 
but when known they could be a moving 
testimony to courage and artistic 
strength.

He observed that although it is chielly

substantial part of that project could not 
be left out. That is how the Nobel pruel 
got to Professor Ruska. When it was an­
nounced, he was for days excited beyond 
words. Few weeks oetore the prize 
presentation, he was hospitalised. He 
was so depressed, but three days later, 

I he rose, shook himselt and said he was 
| nor going to die. Thousands ol letters 

had Hooded ms office, tilling scores ot 
tiles-a mountain of letters trom all over 
the world. He said he was not going to 
die, that the Almighty God should pro­
vide him, at least, two more years to 
enable him personally reply all those let­
ters.

He has a big family-a German. The 
size: three children, eight grand 

, children, all of them he carted to 
Stockholm, including his charming for- 
tyish secretary Miss Lotte Lambert who! 
has been with him tor many years. A I 
man who almost torgot his achievements I 
— inventing the electron microscope — I 
but Nobel remembered and honoured an I 
honourable man.I

South Africa “does not belong in this 
modern world, and that “the black race 
has no choice but to prepare itself and 
volunteer the supreme sacrifice.

Soyinka thu§ once again devoted his 
Nobel lecture to man’s inhumanity to 
man, the oppression of the weak by the 
strong which has been a consistent 
theme in his works.

In a reissued edition of his prison 
notes. The Rian Died, he has added a 
17-pagc preface composed after the 1983 
Nigeria’s general elections. Titled: “Ten 
Years After” he narrates instances in 
Nigeria where men m authority have 
utilised state power to commit all kinds 
of crime, including murder and 
assassination. He wrote of the death of 
Gogo Nzeribe, Dr. Adeyemi Ademola 
whose murder could not be unravelled 
by the Gowon regime. He came down 
heavily on the Nigerian intelligentsia 
whose silence, he argues often was col­
laborative m the perpetuation of oppres­
sion. He observed that such collabora­
tion often conclude that power abuse is a 
natural condition. But he asks: suppose 
we begin accounting all arbitrary power 
— that is, all torms ot dictatorship — as 
innately and potentially obscene.

He suggested solutions. The moment 
that power is deemed culpable in 
anyway, each Nigerian family unit 
should, in place ot or after its regular 
morning prayers, make a ritual of 
throwing their breakfast slop on a pinn­
ed up photograph of the symbol ot 
power betore going out to earn a living 
under an insupportable system. Every 
morning, religiously. Or maybe, as the 
last thing at night.” Such rituals would 
serve as a reminder that the very act of 
going out to earn a living under that 
system or studying under the system is in 
itself an act of collaboration, a spepies ot 
legitimization.”

The preface was dated October 1983. 
Apparently, Soyinka was disturbed that 
the Shagari — NPN-led government 
might last longer than it did.

Soyinka was received in Sweden with 
a great deal of enthusiasm, mixed with 
curiosity. Swedish papers have devoted a 
great deal of space to him while on 
television, he has been interviewed at* 
least once. Book stores display posters 
of his photograph with the loud an­
nouncement of his being a Nobel j 
laureate in literature. The book stores , 
are abuzz with his works, several of j 
which had been translated into the | 
Swedish language. I

Publishers swarm him from all over < 
the world. And there is the case of one
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the dramas that stand out as Wole 
Soyinka's most significant achievement 
his plays nonetheless are important 
fascinating literary works which are 
fruits ot Soyinka’s richly endowed im­
agination, and a culture with a wealth oi 
artistically inspiring traditions.

Soyinka, Gyllensten acknowledged, 
was a man ‘who in a wide cultural 
perspective and with poetic overtones 
fashions the drama of existence.

For the first time in the 84 years 
history of the Nobel Prize ceremony, 
African music, nay Nigerian music was 
played. The tune ‘Akinla’ was taken 
from Fela Sowande’s ‘African suite’ 
composed in the 1930s.

One of the winners ot the Chemistry 
Prize, Protessor John Polanyi from 
Canada, said he was a great admirer ot 
Soyinka. He was particularly happy over 
Soyinka’s prize as Nobel Prize is a rarity 
in Canada as it is in Atrica and Nigeria. 
Polanyi is the fourth Canadian to get the 
prize. The first two recipients were in 
1923 tor discovering insulin.

As the 1986 Nobel Prize winner tor 
Literature, Soyinka has thus joined a list 
ot 82 winners of the Nobel Literature 
Prize that include such popular and 
respected writers like Rudyard Kipling 
(1907). Anatole France (1921), W. B. 
Yeats (1923), George Bernard Shaw 
(1926), Thomas Mann (1929), Sinclair 
Lewis (1930), Thomas Eliot (1948), 
William Faulkner (1950), Betram Russel 
(1950), Winston Churchill (1953),

— Lewis Obi in Stockholm
9
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/Critics of the works of Wole Soyinka, 
v-xthis year’s Nobel laureate in 
literature have generally accused them of 
prescribing no definite political-ideolog} 
in the context of which society’s pro­
blems could be solved. For instance, a 
running motif in most critiques of 
Soyinka’s ‘The Man Died’ — his most 
undisguised political document so far — 
is the author’s lack of commitment to 
any political ideology. “Wole Soyinka’s 
book,” noted Dr. Ikechukwu 
Madunagu, “was not guided by any

10

What is Soyinka’s political 
philosophy? Democratic 
liberalism, Marxism, 
Capitalism or Humanism?

= Echo
 --- rant as the commitment to the dispensa- 
■ - • ’•‘al tion of justice (“For me,” he wrote in

the book, "justice is the first condition 
of humanity”). Many of his critics 
disagree with ’him and have rather 
argued that every commitment must be 
rooted in a particular ideological frame-

■ work.
ideology. He was a democratic liberal • Professor Abiola Irele, one of 
not ideologically committed.” , Nigeria’s most respected literary critics
“Although, Soyinka had implied in ‘The in his review of ‘The Man Died’ observ- 
Man Died’ that the question of political ■ ed that one important weakness of the 
ideology may ultimately not be .as impor- j book in its political aspect is its general 
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Soyinka: "Justice is the first condition of humanity."

Western

Wole’s reply

u

i

i

Soyinka’s reply to those who accuse 
him of lack of ideological commitment 
has been a stubborn restatement of his 
resentment of what he called the 'parrots 
of ideology.’ He told John Agetua, a 
Benin-based publisher in 1975 that a 
direct activist programme is to be prefer­
red to facile ideological programme, ad­
ding that he eschews the latter.

zania’s. Guinea Bissau, he said, was an 
example of a kind of potentially ideal 
society for a continent like Africa. Tan­
zania, he added, was another example. 
But all these, he said more than a decade 
ago and whether he still holds this view 
today is another thing.

If Soyinka’s ideological commitment 
has been a subject of intense controver­
sy, his commitment to social justice is in­
disputable. One critic once described 
Soyinka as one of Africa’s most strident 
advocates of social and economic 
justice. Soyinka himself confesses that 
as far as he i$ concerned justice is the 
first condition of humanity. He has ex­
pressed this noble vision in virtually all 
his works — poems, plays and novels 

] alike. His earliest plays were pervaded
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

I 'Kongi’s Harvest* and 'Madmen and 
Specialists,’ two of Soyinka’s many 
literary works are searing spotlights on 
the bankruptcy of the first and present 
generations of African political leaders. 
As to how this continuing run of bad 
leadership could be solved, Soyinka 
recommended the Ujama type of socia­
lism. He supported the January 1966 
coup attempt, arguing that the aims of 
its main actors were genuine enough.

Soyinka is well known for his savage 
condemnation of corruption especially 
in public office and his ringing denun­
ciation of political high-handedness and 
_______ ineptitude. He could be 

tLt’fh merlin-

Soyinka said that he believed in an with this theme, this 'social protest and 
egalitarian society uncompromisingly commitment to the cause of the poor
characterised by equal justice, economic and underprivileged. , J .
welfare and the right of each individual ‘Knnoi’c Harvest* and 'Madmen and 
to achieve maximum fulfilment. He 
declared: “I believe in the legal robbery 
of the exploiters and the acquisitive 
monopolists in society; I believe in re­
taining the means of production and 
material benefits of production by the 
masses of the people. But I woud rather 
not be bracketed with those pseudo- 
stalinists-leninists and maoists who are 
totally unproductive and merely protect 
themselves behind a whole barrage of 
terminologies which bear no relation — 1 
the immediate needs of society.”

Soyinka said his political models in 
Africa were Guinea Bissau’s and Tan­

lack of concreteness. He wrote: ‘‘His 
(Soyinka’s) disregard for the concrete 
framework of events, and his refusal of 
a clear sociological or ideological con­
ception of the forces present in the 
Nigerian conflict leave one with the im­
pression of insubstantiality. ”

Still commenting on the political 
aspect of “The Man Died” another 
critic takes the author to task for failing 
to suggest an alternative to existing 
political frameworks. ‘‘Nowhere in his 
book,” observed Chief Sobo Sowcmimo 
"did he attempt to formulate alternative 
policies to Gowon’s military govern­
ment which he could advance as 
capable of laying a firmer basis for uni­
ty, mutual trust and social justice in the 
country.”

However, as with every 
book and every writer, there 
are also critics who say that 
Soyinka need not dissipate 
energy on such abstracts as 
ideology. Commending 
Soyinka’s 'The Man Died,’ 
for example, Allain Richard 
observed that the author 
"docs not fight ideas and 
abstractions such as im- ! 
pcrialism and puppets.” , 
This tribute, umntendcdly 
perhaps, again reaf firms the 
accusation of ideological 
vacuity levelled against 
Soyinka by other critics.
Although, Ngugi Wa 

Ihiongo, the notable Ke­
nyan leftist writer identities 
Wole Soyinka as a liberal 
humanist, he chastised 
him for often failing to offer 
an alternative social model for phe salva­
tion of society. “Soyinka’s good man", 
notes Ngugi, “is the uncorruptcd in­
dividual. His liberal humanism leads 
him to admire an individual’s lone act of 
courage, and thus often he ignores the 
creative struggle of the masses. The or­
dinary people, workers and peasants, in 
his plays, remain passive watchers on the 
shore or pitiful comedians on the road.”

"incptiiudc. He could be 
very impatient with medio- 
cres and is an undying ad­
vocate ot meritocracy even 
when it seems most inex- 
igent.

His earliest involvement 
m partisan politics dates 
back to the early 1960s 
when he was accused ot 
allying with the Obatemi 
Awolowo — led side ot the 
fractious Action Group. 
One observer and a member 
of the defunct Action 
Group accused Wole 
Soyinka ot being a fanatical 
ally of Chief Awolowo.

Soyinka was also charged 
in 1965 with the treasonable 
offence of burgling the then 
Western Nigerian Broad­
casting Corporation and 
unlawfully announcing the 
Action Group (AG) as the 
winner ot the 1965 

western region election as opposed to 
the NNDP led by Chief Samuel Akin- 
tola. Soyinka pleaded an alibi of absence 
from the city of Ibadan on the day in 
question and was largely on account of 
that, discharged and acquitted. But this 
was just the beginning of his meddling 
into partisan politics.

Soyinka confessed in ‘The Man Died’ 
that he was quite close to the first 
military governor of the West. Lt. Col­
onel Adekunlc Fajuyi and even 
reproduced some of his private discus­
sions with the military governor which 
clearly showed the extent of his in­
fluence on the governor. He undertook 
official missions within the country for 
Fajuyi and as one critic of Soyinka put 
it, he acted as Fajuyi’s ‘intellectual 
storm trooper and snooper.’
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All entries must be accompanied by a slip of this 
announcement.

The essay should be between 800 and 1.000 words and 
must reach African Concord before 30th March. 1987.

H - can f ’ •
-and their descendants in the diaspora be

The winner will be rewarded with books donated by our 
sponsors, valued at over £500. The remaining books, 
valued at over £500. will be shared among eleven runners- 
up.

aid African stales, collectively or rCividually. | 
the attainment of nuclear techncicgy. both for

■ and military purposes?

fecti-.ely 
f cu> be j

The competition is open to all African Concord readers 
except the staff of Concord Press of Nigeria and their 
relatives.

in view of the apart.” c: a .- 
peration? Would it be more 
'-regional level, or should great .-r: 

' intensification of the internal struggle

We seize this opportunity to thank Longman publishers, 
sponsors of our 1986 competition. For the 1QS’ competi­
tion we wish to thank Longman once again for their : 
support, as well as Heinemann. Women's Press. Penguin. 
Faber and Faber. Helm. Hamish Hamilton. Sale. 
Allison and Busby. Andre Deutsch Virago and Pan.

Send entries to either African Concord. 5 15 Cromer St. 
London WCIH SLS or African Concord. 42 Concord 
Way. PO Box 4483. Ikeja-Lagos. Nigeria.

Vfricanj2

Of ail blacks in history , whom do you best admire and j

Is a common language. European or African, impera­
tive in forging a union of African states? Also, consider 
the feasibility of adopting a bilingual approach in 
conducting business in an African federation.

Longman African Writers

Heroes /yay' 
Flamingo So^ande 
Loyalties Ma^a-Pearce

Longman
Longman Group. Longman House. Burnt Mill, Harlow, Essex CM23 2JE. U K

__ ______ Books worth over £1.000 to be won
Prize-winning lite Enter this competition now’.
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tn~;ed such potency ur.ti : -as scrappen 
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Soyinka. at that rime er- narked on a 
one-man demonscrarion againsc the c-3- 
ing of unarmed students.

Thai action was -s: meal of 
Soyinka who in his condemnation of 
tyranny and high-handedness. nas otten 
demonstrated the boldness of a .or. and 
:he impemousness of :he poe: :ha: he is. 
He has used :he zneciur* of dranza. noo­
se. roeiry. song and :..m :o .a~~oor. 
socieiy’s evil doers. H:> rr.us-.o alran: 
"Unlimited liabilitv Company” ana his 
film "Blues for a Prodita!" are. - --- >
stance, devastating satires or. :hc Second 
Republic and its major actors.

Although, Soyinka was •v.arrod and 
has two grown-up daughters, r.e no 
longer lives with hts wife. I aide 
Soyinka, w ho is the chief iihrar.ar. of the 
Ogun State Universuv. -kgo-Iw oy e.

In all. whether Soyinka 
democratic liberal or nurxist. .  
capitalist or just a tree thinker, he has by 
and large proved himself to be a 
hun-^nis: of the first order.

— Okechukwu Ifionu
rRICAN CONCORD 23 DtCb.MBbR l<yo
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Soyinka: African literary artist.

Essence off Soym Ws draiiim
i

Hphc theatre yields its attributes of and 
JI ultimately pays its tributes to 

literature through the merits of the 
play’s stagecraft during performance. 
African literature has been given the 
premium of Soyinka’s laureateship, not 
African theatre. This is a pity because 
the best platform for appreciating 
Soyinka’s literary genius a< an African, 
albeit, as an Aincan literary artist, is the 
theatre, not in the closet ot a study or 
reading rooms. Those of us who are very 
close to him and work with him know 
very well that Soyinka’s better-half, as it 
were, is the theatre.

This is to say that Soyinka is first and 
foremost an artist of the theatre because 
it is in this viscus that he manifests the 
undiminished wealth .and corporeal 
beauty of African art, its varieties of ex­
pression, and its profound scope. A : 
close scrutiny of his writings, be it poetry 
or the novel, or any of their other fine- 
distinctions, bears out the infinite 
poetics of the theatre. The distinction 
can found in his art of composition in 
which he weaves words through the 
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labyrinths of form, essentially dramatic 
form, to carry forward the functional at­
tributes of their content.

Soyinka’s theatre is a world of art and 
he is himself aware of this heritage and 
its promise to the extent that he encom- : 
passes his career as a writer with the I 
roomful zest and undying zeal of a I 
theatre director. Towards a recognition 1 
of this significance, Soyinka has con­
signed to word drama, a record ot twen­
ty published plays and a treasury of sket­
ches and revues which he has directed 
and which he continues to direct around 
and on the various stages or theatres of 
the world. This implies that he is con­
scious of the far-reaching significance

and uniqueness of the theatre particular­
ly with due deference to its means and 
methods of communication and his own 
anxiety to give expression to his 
thoughts and the predicaments of man, 
concretely the African, in his 
cosmopolitan culture.

Soyinka has given the theatre, world 
theatre, a meaningful future. Like the 
questing Dead Woman in A Dance of 
the Forests, are we ready to carry its 
burden? In content and form, Soyinka’s 
theatre is the African’s legacy to the 
world of art which, sadly, the Africans 
are yet to appreciate and regard. It is_ 
without gainsaying that the best of 
Soyinka’s theatre is yet to be seen by 
Africans. His own seasonal efforts at 
establishing the base (he directs most of 
his plays in Nigeria using woefully inade­
quate available resources) for the 
truthful and concrete manifestation of 
the ramifications and dynamics of 
African aesthetics which his varied and 
various stage plays encompass, have not 
yielded up to much, especially in 
Nigeria, where the theatre of English 
language expression is still crying out for 
audience. A close examination of the 
degree of success attendant upon 
Soyinka’s plays could be gleaned from 
reviews and comments of their perfor­
mances in theatres largely outside 
Nigeria.

Beginning with The Road which 
was performed for the 1965 Com­
monwealth Festival of the Arts and the 
Theatre Royal, Stratford East, London 

1 (the only and best ever production of 
| this play in Nigeria was by John Derek 
j Bullock with cast of the Federal Go­

vernment College, Kano in 1978). 
and by David Rubadiri with Theatre 
Limited, Kampala, Uganda in 1969; 
Kongi’s Harvest performed for the First 
Negro Arts Festival in Dakar, Senegal, 
in 1966 and produced by the Negro 
Ensemble Company, New York, United 
States, in 1968 and later Accra, Ghana, 
in 1970 by George Wilson of the Ghana 
O’Neil Theatre, Waterford, Connecticut 
and at St. Mark’s Place Theatre, New 
York, United States, in 1970; The Bac- 
chae of Euripides produced for tne Na­
tional Theatre of Great Britain, London 
(which commissioned it) in 1973 and en­
ding with Death and the King’s 
Horseman produced for the Goodman 
Theatre, Chicago and later at the I 
Dwight Eisenhower Theatre at the John 
F. Kennedy Centre for the performing 
Arts, Washington, D.C. in the United J I 
States in 1980. These great theatres 
amongst others, of Soyinka’s repertory 1 
of plays are his best credentials as “a ___ J

Although, Soyinka got his 
Nobel Prize on the basis of his 
dramatic works, not many 
people catch the essence or 
significance, observes a Pro­
fessor of Dramatic Arts.
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1960. Of course, the curious educated 
audience missed the whole point of the 
play, its ritual and symbolic import and 
the enrapturing flavour of its festival 
theatrical layout. According to him, on­
ly the “cooks and stewards of the hotel’’ 
(the groundlings!) kept coming night 
after night to have communion with the 
play’s essence.

Soyinka’s book of essays, Myth, 
Literature and the African World spells 
out the extent to which his African 
World is dominated by his own con­
sciousness of the Yoruba universe and 
its cosmology as well as its point of 
departure. Because Soyinka is an adroit 
experimentalist with variegated forms 
which derive from his vast treasury of 
literary and practical experiences, the 
originality of these forms cannot be 
doubted because in spite of their focus 
and angles of transformation or media­
tions (as he calls them), they traverse the 
African World which give them life and 
significance and project universal rela­
tions and applicability.

Soyinka’s play? and dramatic art 
breathe with hope for a long-suffering 
African theatre which is yet to con­
cretise. It is still awaiting the preference

Soyinka, (right) accompanitd by Achebe (tejt): Answering a reporter’s question.
wretched of his society, the groundlings, 
flock to his theatre in order to partake of 
the fare and be swung along in their flat- 
footed roomspace? Of course,they occa­
sionally got their fair share of the pud­
ding! But which theatre is Soyinka 
writing for? Which audience?

The best of Soyinka’s theatre has not 
been produced or even contemplated by 
African theatre practitioners beyond the 
raving receptions of The Lion and the 
Jewel and The Trials of Brother Jero 
both of which in spite of their comic 
features and witty overtones impose a 
tragic vision which take them through 
the frontiers of language to the obvious 
realities of good theatre, if so produced. 
The best of Soyinka’s African theatre is 
yet to reach fruition on a stage peculiar 
to Africans.

The hopelessness of our feeble at­
tempts at make-shifts using the concoc­
tions of the European proscenium stage 
or its prototype are grave issues that are 
yet to be confronted by his African arm­
chair critics. Soyinka’s maiden thesis 
play — A Dance of the Forests, was first 
stagefl on a rig of a platform at the 
Federal Palace Hotel in Lagos to mark 
Nigeria’s independence celebrations in
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

of a preponderance of Africans who 
with tired minds and frayed hearts still 
labour on and some of whom drudgedly 
run the affairs of governments, the 
public service, and the private sector — 
the elite class — who do not,as yet,see 
the theatre as an avenue of recreations 
and replenishment for their increasing 
and debilitating malady — myriads of 
hypertensions and effluvia.

It is not a mere co-incidence that at 
the time of his laureateship, Soyinka is 
the current President of the Interna­
tional Theatre Institute of UNESCO. He 
is the first Black and African to occupy a 
position which is the exclusive presene 
of distinguished theatre artists and prac­
titioners. The time is now most ap­
propriate for us, Africans, to grab the 
significance of Soyinka’s theatre with a 
new outlook and freshness because it 
embodies the essentials of the goodies 
that can relieve us trom the rigours of 
the humdrum African lite.

— Joel Adeyinka Adedeji
• Professor Adedeji of the University of 
Ibadan is on sabbatical for a year with 
the Concord Press of Nigeria.



Your gatec-iay 'Z io West Africa

Arx.x A\ <V\< OKI' 33 IH < t MKbK

GREATER LONDON ARTS 
IS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

T-e Regional Arts Association for Greater London

Are you THE DIRECTOR GLA needs?
Applications are invited to succeed the Director currently in post.

zrz>rs'. -'--c s- zrz o~z z~~z ~ zrzzz ranps ansti: taien’ ana at* a‘0» A-a- «f xss * Stas
' X'-S ' “ - ts*sr cot;o*rao • en-tartcK-^Icwrj; tn» ahoiiW M !>? e.A\'»

FmifriVM^m-l®JAS-AaRA-UMS
SIERRA LEONE AIRLINES

=i<gnn '.w -zxttxr. Ss’i'oc. ».*r. SsLj-cay 
P-y ?■V’; an: Secj-Osy

' ~r:~r —r.:'3»"rez::"r

AFRICOA^T

1

-VL’.' ‘

zi £9 m; c- src

■j'M^er -o'-oo' vs* zrsr. vz z o sc ' — z oe^e.” fnt z.z•> a-c tnpc ?• an* pravson i.v all landav x x'.a x- >cxx ana efenc
- - pr-ec arc peoae as<ao - *r. "z tr-z z -c-.— 'z - zzr -'-rzr •>— crx =.--o—r. •a.caio- a.nn.n*.tei natonai ’. xi xt SaSex av a~-a aae^aes

\ he Dreocr c 'ei^ro-oe z z,-yz- e .z zr z zz.z-^7- ~ . •■an ecucrc arao Tantwtatcn ptibic prexentat^ *v~ v -Wx oca a.*na~*»
j ooftr*^' ^ zr.z 's-r-v'c z^v ~rz'z vjzv. r tne zrj-xrz — —z ~ z~ : zaj^ Oxcrtunities and AntrSocAt pakex

| The Dreoy • z ~k» yer zr ’~~'yvr~^r -*c- zr ~ee Assst Z -vrzr.

Coc-'c Da»e*Y-fecept c*'op? z—z~ ~oa. *5 Deceaoe' *:=: r <^F

Further information from: The Chair, Greater London Arts. 9 White Lcr S‘-ee* -c-aa- N' 9PD please quote refeie.-ve; CM

Greater London Arts welcomes opplicatons from c. secncas c* “f “—. - ‘ ~ — -a ■ -.c.-» tot cocx • .’ a x'Xxxn a '. -xx V * ua^ >ei.o
orientation, disabilities, age, political or rel.gcus be e: or resxrsb •• “• :eze~oo~z.

- 4S* 32?'



Cover Story

-• A

Biodun Jeyifo Niyi Oiundare

TBue legion of critics

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

love him or hate him as they 
dissect his many works.

Soyinka continues to draw to 
himself mixed reactions. His 
critics are found at the extremes 
of the spectrum — they either

primogenitor” of the artist as the crea-
* human. Ogun is also the antithesis 

of cowardice and philistinism, yet, 
within him is contained the complement 
of the creative essence - at' 
destructiveness.

Wole Soyinka’s works pit together 
' these two polarising forces of creation 

and destruction. ‘Idanre’ captures this 
union of death and growth:

"Growth is greener where
Rich blood has spilt; brain and mar­
row ma.<e
Fat manure with sheep‘s excrement.
Burrowing deep into Yoruba tradi-

typical
his b

As a writer and social critic, i li°n, particularly its pantheon of gods, 
___ *-•------ j----- *- I and yet emerging with prose acceptable 

to sundry was no mean task. For Eldred 
Jones, a Western critic, a suitable new- 
ethic whose validity is not confined to 
Africa was successfully achieved. 
Moreover, Soyinka "imbues English 
with a verve and expansiveness which 
springs from the imagic nature of 
Yoruba speech,” said Jones. An exam­
ple of such speech is where a king dies. 
The common saying would be ‘Oba 
W’aja’, literarily meaning the king has 
entered the recesses of the house. To the 
uninitiated, this would simply be con­
strued to mean the same. There lies the 
problem. The uninitiated might not have 
understood Soyinka’s symbolism. So, 
whilst Adebayo Williams, a Literature- 
in-Enghsh teacher at the University ot 
Ife, and a Yoruba, thought Soyinka’s 
obscurity derives from an attempt to 
delve into the roots of the Yoruba 
language, and "is deliberate”, Naiwu

1 Osahon whn ic nr.r._V~~.ka eimnlv : complement 
blood-thirsty I

Osahon who is non-Yoruba simply 
thought the man was "unreadable.” 
Niyi Osundare, a writer, summed up the 
notch of the problem: "it would be no 
use if the greater majority of people who 
constitute the author’s audience could 
not reach the author as a result of 
obscurity." Critic Rex Collings shares 
this same view.
For instance, a typical inscrutable ■
passage from his book ‘The
Interpreters’: 1

"Sekoni, qualified engineer looked
19

guide to his works is "Idanre and other 
poems”, especially ‘Idanre.’ In it, he ■ 
showed concern about man’s nature of 
self-destruction.

Then, there emerged Ogun, the 
Yoruba god of war and iron, as one god 
being often presented in Soyinka’s 
works. In an essay titled ‘And after the 
Narcissist,’ written for African Forum in 
1968, the author, playwright and poet 
explained why: “Ogun is the

Oince the early days when he started 
kJ writing, critics have dissected his 
works. Many have said they are most 
unreadable. While others maintained 
that they arc enduring works of beauty. 
Others opined that he wrote to appease 
the Western world. Still,a good number 
argued that his works arc deeply rooted 
in African beliefs, and that he paid little | 
focus on white people. Last year, the I 
controversy raged that he was anxiously 
awaiting the Nobel Prize in literature. 
YetjJiis utterances were to the effect that 
the Nobel award had lost a lot of its 
dignity. Naturally, controversy besets a 
man in his position, whose works have 
as many interpretations as there arc 
readers. Whatever were the critics reac­
tions however, it was either they loved 
him or hated him, but they could 
definitely not ignore him.

In spite or the prolific number of his . 
works, critics have tried to categorise P”” 
them. Some were said to be confronta­
tional, as typified by his film ‘Blues for • 
the Prodigal’ and the record “Unlimited 
Liability Company” which were indict­
ments of the Second Republic. Others ; 
such as "The Interpreters,” a book, in 
which he tried to look at the problems in 
the post-colonial Nigerian society, were | 
resolutional. A critic Eldred Jones, saw I 
his works as carrying a sombre pattern. | 
Martyrdom was a recurrent feature and 
“Strong Breed,” a play, and "The 
Dreamer clearly showed these. In Jones’ 
view, perhaps the singular book as a
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this prospect of a future yet uncom­
promised by failure on his own part, in 
his own right, is something which has 
lately ceased to exist for other African 
writers.

While we may debate what constitutes 
an African writer and what does not, 
one breed of humanity which we cannot 
comfortably deny is that of the writer. 
In new societies which begin me seduc­
tive experiment in authoritarianism, it 
has become a familiar experience to

even  
jority of the modern African states? I do 
not concern myself now with the excep­
tions, which arc in any case so few and 
without any impact. And certainly ex­
clude the South African situation for the 
moment, since I do not, alas, possess the 
superior complacency of a fellow writer 
from Africa who uttered sentiments

more or less tn the following words: 
"One is tempted to ask," he says, "what 
is the South African writer doing for 
himself? A little less talking and protest 
and a bit more action,especially from the 
so-called exiles, might be more to the 
point...” 1 regret very much that I have 
not the exact quotation here, for it is the 
kind of remark which proves very clearly 
that the easiest solution to any problem 
is to maintain complete ignorance of it.

One c.. s- - ~—•••'
the task by refusing uuum
Africa as an African state, and this cer­
tainly has some validity’ for is the South 
African population not legitimately a 
white one in its entirety, since the black 
Africans within it have not the status of 
human beings? The situation in which 
the South African writer finds himself is 
quite simply out of this world, and many 
people who do not possess divine omnis­
cience and do not contain in themselves 
a one-man verbal guerilla force, like the 
writer 1 have just quoted, are beginning

! of his world. The experience of the 1 
«■'----•*- u/ritor ie u.. 1

X ... ■

■W

TT\\oes he exist at all, the writer in a 
ILJr contemporary Africa? If it were 
possible to suggest an opposite 
background to the student of African 
literature or at least to create an entire*/ 
different background, would a stranger 
to the literary creations of African 
writers find any discrepancy between 
subject matter and environment or be 
any more deeply puzzled than he is to­
day at the lack of vital relevance between 
the literary concerns of writers and the

Stockholm, Sweden where Wole 
Soyinka received the Nobel Prize last 
Wednesday is not a new place to him. 
Nineteen years ago, Soyinka was there 
to attend a World Conference of 
Writers. In a speech, he reflected on the 
modern AJrican writer and the immensi­
ty of his problems. As part of the 
celebration Jor Soyinka's award, the ' 
African Concord hereby reproduces the 1 
text of the speech, still acutely relevant 
to our times.

in every instance has meant an emergen­
cy pooling of every mental resource. The 

I writer must, for the moment at least (he 
i persuades himself), postpone that uni­

que reflection on experience and events 
which is what makes a writer — and con­
stitute himself into a part of that 
machinery that will actually shape 

----- . events. Let this impulse be clearly 
African has still the right to hope, and j understood and valued for itself; the
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Ngugl Wa Thlongo

TGne Affioun writer

ainiain cumpicic iguu* ante vi n. ,
opposite temptation is to simplify .— ---------   .~

;k by refusing to consider South | watch society cruch the writer under a 
load of guilt for his daring to express a 
sensibility and an outlook apart from, 
and independent of, the mass direction. 
The revolutionary mood in society is a 
particularly potent tyrant in this respect, 
and since the writer is at the very least 
sensitive to mood, he respects the de­
mand of the moment and effaces his 
definition as a writer by an act of choice. 
And in the modern African state 

, especially, the position of the writer has 
. - ~ been such that he is in fact the very pro-

feel that the solutions are literally out p of the state machinery. Independence
h.c wnrld. The exnerience nf rh*. :---------pattern of reality that has overwhelmed i 1,15 w«,,u* • ••« '-AHS1|tnvc Ul UJC 

even the writers themselves in the ma- I South African writer is approached by 
=—11.- — .u J,_ A ,.„.oc7 j Hn that of other Africans only remold-.

that is to say, wholly inadequately
My concern in this talk is primarily 

•with the non-South African writer and 
why, before very long, he may begin to 
envy the South African, the bleak im­
mensity of his problems. For the South
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and it 1

i Ben Okri

alone can be salvaged from the recurrent 
cycle of human stupidity.

The myth of irrational nobility, of a 
racial essence that must come to the 
rescue of the white depravity, has run its 
full course. It never in fact existed, for 
this was not the problem but the 
camouflage. And it has become impor­
tant to state this because the old 
camouflage has begun lately to take on a 
new camouflage of fresh understanding.

23

of this historic vision — a convenient 
term for the total acceptance of the 
human heritage. A historic vision is of 
necessity universal and any pretence to it 
must first accept the demand for a total 
re-examination of the whole 
phenomenon of humanity. I regard it as 
dangerous, because of what else can it 
lead but to the destruction of the will to 
action? What we are observing in our 
own’tttne is the total collapse of ideals, 
the collapse of humanity itself. Action 
therefore becomes meaningless, the 
writer is pushed deeper and deeper into 
self-insulation and withdrawal; his com­
mitment accepts its own hopelessness 
from the very beginning.

The consideration which brings me, 
personally, down to earth is the though’, 
of the Angolan or South African writer, 
either in exile or making his last feeble 
twiches before the inexorable maul of a

capably as Vorster or Governor Wallace. 
This fact has been ever-present, this 
knowledge is not new, and the only 
wonder is that the romancer, the in­
tellectual myth-maker, has successfully 
deleted this black portidn of a common 
human equation. And the intermittent 
European exercises in genocide have 
been duplicated on the African conti­
nent admittedly on a lower scale, but on­
ly because of the temporary lack of 
scientific organisation. We, whose 
humanity the poets celebrated before the 
proof, whose lyric innocence was daily 

I questioned by the very pages of the 
i newspapers, are now being forced by 

disaster, not foresight, to a reconsidera­
tion of our relationship to the outer 
world. It seems to me that the time has 
now come when the African writer must 
have the courage to determine what

Odia Ofeimun 
desperate regime ends him. It is the exer­
cise of trying to read his mind when he is 
confronted by the operation of the 
human factor in black states in which he 
had fixed his rights and which always 
represented, at the very last, a tem­
porary haven. And he sees, and he 
understands for the first rime that, given 
equal opportunity, the black tin-god a 
few thousand miles north of him would 
degrade and dehumanise his victim as
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hot the writer, who in any case belonged 
t0 the same or a superior intellectual 
class,, rationalised the situation and 
refused to deny himself the rewards of 
joining the writers in safety and com­
fort. He was in any case still blinded to 
the present by the resuscitated splen­
dours of the past. When he is purged 
from the long deception and has begun 
to express new wisdoms, the gates of the 
preventive-detention fortresses open up 
and close on him. He becomes an exile 
impeccable in his dark suit in the offices 
of the UNO or UNESCO, or resorts to 
new weapons of violence. Poets have 
lately taken to gun-running and writers 
are heard of holding up radio stations. 
In several independent states the writer 
is part of some underground movement; 
one coup at least in Africa is reputed to 
have involved a novelist and a poet.

Perhaps it is time to move away from 
generalities and remark briefly on one 
situation with which I am at least very 
familiar and in whose details I have 
naturally been involved, since it happens 
to be in my own country. Details are, 
when we look at them, quite pointless, 
for I am certain that, whatever 
developments of the situation are as yet 
unechoed by other African states, will, 
before long, be duplicated in the same 
disheartening details and senselessness. I 
say this with the sense of obviousness 
with wh'ch I am able, for instance, to 
look at America today and understand 
very clearly that here is one society 
which is on the very edge of collapse. 
Now, Nigeria was at least one African 
state where, from the beginning, the 
writers made an effort to protect their 
own existence by remaining articulately 
watchf ul. At no stage was a level of sup­
pression reached comparable to what ex­
isted in Ghana before Nkrumah’s fall or 
exists now in Malawi, where a paranoid 
has successfully muzzled any hope of 
free expression. Yet, in spite of this, irra­
tional events have so far deranged the 
course of basic human intercourse that it 
is impossible, physically impossible, at 
the moment for the writers of the coun­
try even to come together. And a pattern 
of this appears to me to be establishing 
itself over the continent. The African 
writer needs an urgent release from the 
fascination of the past. Of course, the 
past exists, the real African con­
sciousness establishes this — the past ex­
ists now, this moment, it is co-existent in 
present awareness. It clarified the pre­
sent and explains the future, but it is not 
a fleshpot for escapist indulgence, and it 
is vitally dependent on the sensibility 
that recalls it. This is not to deny the 
dangers which attend the development
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Nigeria

Anini. the straw man

Anini

“Police Commissioner Parry 
Osayande who is moving to 
Cross River State as his new 
command base, told newsmen

— Okechukwu Ifionu
25

I
I commana case, ioiu newsmen 

■ last week that no further press 
zvrvmmzsnf Cl 11 m llraAj comment would be allowed 

Anini or indeed any member
j of his gang.”

said, "let the; head or everybody here 
catch me.” Anini pleaded that his life be 
spared and promised to contribute to the 
long-drawn out war against armed rob­
bery."!! the country will help me, 1 can 
do something to slop robbery in the 19 
states of the federation.”

Notorious armed robber 
Lawrence Anini arrested two 
weeks ago has been giving 
revealing accounts about his 
exploits.

While Nigerians 
brave police officers 
questions have been 
the role of the poJ

suspects could mar smooth investiga­
tion.

Last Thursday the police also an­
nounced the arrest of two persons 
described as ‘business magnates’ for 

i buying and selling stolen goods to Anini 
hir TF.c con­

fessions by Anini and other members of 
i his notorious syndicate. The on-going 

investigations into the operations of the 
gang is expected to lead to the arrest of 
other possible accomplices in the four 
month-old robbery rampage in Bendel 
State.

Anini and members of his gang are ex­
pected to face trial before the end of this 
year. What this means is that police in­
vestigations into their case must be 
rounded off soon so that the special 
tribunal on armed robbery can com­
mence proceedings on the matter. If the 
suspects are eventually convicted only 
one face awaits them — execution by tir­
ing squad, the very thing Anini says he is 
scared of.

One of the most striking confessions 
by Anini since his arrest two week.' pqo is 
that in which he alleged that he gave 
N50.000 to DSP lyamu so that the latter 
would provide cover to his robbery 
gang. Anini said the police officer 
received the said amount m the house of 
late Kingsley Eweka, his friend who was 
earlier executed for armed robbery.

Anini further stunned observers when 
he alleged that Mr. lyamu supplied arms 
to his gang. He confessed that the police 
officer had once arrested him but releas­
ed him later. These confessions have re­
opened the quiet speculation about 
police complicity in armed robbery.

i have applauded the 
-we who arrested Anini, 

raised also about 
See in the several arm- 

M.v. v.v in the country.
' mS“thorii.es have 

Meanwm* p othcr 3^^ 
st°pped A fronl tallcing
members ot his B a
publicly, p11 . Lagos for Bendel to
Si^te the suspected armed robbery 

memberS °' 8anS
To  ̂‘"commissioner. Parry 
Osarande who is moving to Cross River 
State as his new command base, told 
newsmen last week that no further press 
comment would be allowed Anin, or in­
deed any member ot his gang. The com­
missioner said interrogation ot the 
suspects bad commenced and that con­
tinued public statements by the robbery

JTOy last weekend, the approximation 
JOof Lawrence Anini to a fearless, 
compassionate hoodlum who stole, in 
the style of Robin Hood, in order to give 
the down and out, had begun to col­
lapse. Emerging- facts, many of them 
self-confessed, show Anini as a timid, 
misguided felon, a straw man who was 
simply motivated by kleptomania and 
buoyed by the protection he enjoyed 
from senior police officers in the Bendel 
State Police Command.

A dishevelled and quivering Anini ad­
mitted last week that he had no ability to 
vanish and that he is just an ordinary 
robber who had to apply violence to ex­
ecute his nefarious operations. He nam­
ed some police officers as the source of 
his arms and told reporters why his gang 
struck at policemen with unrestrained 
brutality. The notorious robber con­
firmed that a Deputy Supenntendent of 
Police, Mr. Sam lyamu had asked his 
(Anim’s) gang to exterminate Assistant 
Inspector-General of Police, 
Christopher Omebcn.

From his Military Base Hospital bed 
m Benin, where he has been receiving 
treatment following the amputation ot 
his left leg, Anini has ted the nation with 
a diet of the gory and the incredible. 
Some ot his confessions sounded 
strange, while others were thoroughly 
revealing.

Anini claimed that he did not kill dur­
ing his robbery operations, adding that 
his colleague in crime, Monday Osunbor 
did all the killings. But last Tuesday Mr. 
Parry Osayande, the Commissioner ot 
Police on Special Assignment in Bendel 
State showed newsmen a gun said to 
have been impounded from the armed 
robber.

Anini told the Nigerian Television 
Authority that he was afraid of dying; 
he said he couldn’t contemplate suicide 
because he is the only child ot his 
mother. Anini would not trace his 
disposition to robbery to his upbringing. 
His late father, he told the NTA was 
such a strict disciplinarian, that he flogg­
ed him frequently in a bid to make him 
(Anini) a respectable member of the 
family. But he seemed to be destined to 
go the wrong way.

Somehow it seems convenient tor the 
suspected criminal to protest his in­
nocence. He has repeatedly done so 
since his arrest. He told newsmen last 
week that he had never killed in his lite. 
“If I ever killed, anybody in my life,” he |
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and his gang. The arrest followed

horii.es
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SPECIAL REPORT

as the people call yellow lever m the 
local, Yache, dialect was first suspected 
in June. The symptoms were the same 
with yellow fever. Patients were treated 
with local herb. Some were cured. Many 
were not.

Isidore A. Anyogo, Justice ot the 
Peace (JP), a retired primary school 
superintendent, is the community leader 
ot the district. A literate man, he record­
ed happenings as they occurred. He said 
that it was when some of the unsuc­
cessfully treated cases by the traditional

29

tober about the disaster that had 
enveloped Adum, Adum had buried 40 
of its people. Most died in July and- 
traditional doctors who found their po­
tions disgraced, were frustrated.

At first, it was thought that the gods 
were wreaking vengeance on the 
villagers. The local priests got together 
and ottered sacrifices and prayers, but 
there was no abatement.

It was aiter that that people started in­
vading Bethesda Hospital in Ikachi 
village, run by the Dutch Reformed 
Church. It is about 15 kilometres away 
trom Adum Last, but it was a burden 
they had to bear, for they had run short 
of alternatives. However, Doctor Anne 
Smith, the resident doctor was just as 
battled by the symptoms as everybody 
else. The patients being brought in 
showed signs ot malaria infections, but 
when treated accordingly, they died.

Richard Imeje was her first patient, 
and died on October 14 after being sick 
tor only six days. In tact, all the first pa­
tients, numbering five, died ot the 
disease. She knew she had a big problem 
on hand.

Adiyama Clinic, Onyike, near the Oju 
local government headquarters is headed 
by David Amara. He and his statt too, 
soon knew they had an epidemic on 
hand when m late September, a patient 
was brought in for treatment. He had 
yellowish eyes, finger nails and tongue. 
He had also been vomiting a lot. These 
are the classic symptoms ot the advanc- 
■ng stage ot yellow fever. But it could 
also have been hepatitis, a liver intlama- 
hon. He diagnosed it as hepatitis, but 
the treatment was in vain. The man died, 
and others who came after him died. 
Something had to be done urgently as 
the death toll increased.

fr’atnc O. Okpabi, chairman ot the 
local government service commission 
was a son of the soil. He came home to 
Adum East, regularly. On one ot such 
visits, he learnt that some ot his own 
two young relatives — had died ot an 
unidentified ailment. He was spured to 
investigate further and found that it was 
dangerously widespread and even get- 
l‘ng worse. He alerted the state through 
Kadio Benue, Makurdi. That was the 
f fst alarm against the invader. Steven 
Ikurior, the state health commissioner 
h-ard the news and drew an emergency 
battle plan But all was not yet lost 
although the disease had spread its ten- 
'acles into ijege, Ohuma, Ehuwo, Ojua 
•knye, Udcbo, Odajwu. Itogo among 
other villages.

Alifokpa district in Ogoja local 
government, Cross River State, abuts | 
U-’RICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER

Madam Aloni: Lost one. another on the verge. 

Ito district. OJU local government in 
Benue State where the disease first broke 
out In tact the only natural barrier bet­
ween them is the River Oktlo. At this 
time of the year, it >s usually shallow - 
shallow enough for people to wade 
through. It was probably through this 
movement of human traltic that a 
yellow fever earner unwittmg.y took the 
virus there.

In Ahfokpa, there are three villages, 
lie Ipuele and Alitokpa. In all, the peo­
ple’ number ten thousand. "Ayakure,”

1986
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was Odu

and at Alifokpa villaj

SPECIAL REPORT

-•■■•-law, comfort, me vac- 
nave declared their stock ex-

31

after each other. He claimed that they 
had been innoculated along with the 
other nine children that survived. He has 
since been so downcast that he has been 
unable to continue his job as a trader.

On the other side of River Okilo, par­
ticular in Gabo and Alifokpa districts, 
ol Ogoja local government area, stories 
of the ravage were likewise.

Late one night in November, Felicia 
Okwo, 38, woke up suddenly from her 
slumber. She felt an acute belly ache. 
So, she took a local concoction to cure 
it. A few hours later, she vomitted. In 
the sputum were traces ot blood. In the 
morning she went to the Lutheran-run 
quarantine centre where she was tor two 
days. But as she grew worse, her 
relatives brought back her back home 
for treatment with traditional herbs.

I Four days later, she died.

An,Q,: btvacdnaled.”
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innovation just in case. Too late. He 
got worse-started having stomach 
cramps and vomiting. With time, his 
skin, eyes and tongue grew very yellow. 
On November 26, Okam died. He was 
buried alongside ten other members of 
the family, all victims of the disease 
ravage.

Another son of the soil was Odu 
Oyibo. He was a bricklayer, and caught 
the yellow tever when it was yet un­
diagnosed. He was among the first set 
wiped out at an alarming rate. Oyibo left 
behind ten children, two wives and an 
aged mother.

Moses Otee’s two sons, both aged 
three years, became ill on the 18th and 
19th ot November. He rushed then to 
the sick bay. There, they seemed to im­
prove slightly. But on November 22, 
both just gave up the ghost, a tew hours

pleading anonymity, explained that 
there had been no exigency plans by the 
government for a long-term battle with 
the epidemic. Apart trom the initial aid 
given by Elizabeth Ekong, the tormer 
commissioner lor health, their supply ot 
drugs had not increased.

When African Concord visited the 
vaccination centres, both at the General 
Hospital, the MC Hospital next door, 
and at Alifokpa village, nobody was be­
ing vaccinated. Officials in charge -aid 
that they had run short of drugs and 
were still expecting the 250,(XX) doses ot 
vaccine sent by the minister.

The total number ot people in­
noculated up till last week was 37.299. 
Alifokpa got the bulk of the vaccines, 
some 4.(XX), but all the districts, even 
those only remotely affected, shared the 
total amount. Thus, by last week, only 
three-quarters of the inhabitants ot 
Ahtokpa had been innoculated.

A bereaved. Regina Izor Anyor. tor 
example, was in a deep state ot shock 
when the mnoculation exercise was in 
full swing at Alifokpa. She had just lost 
her husband, a farmer. Now that she is 
in a better, state of mind, together with 
her sister-in-law. Comfort, the vac­
cinators have declnr^d th-ir ctnclc ex-

Immediateiy after the funeral, all 
members ot the household were vac­
cinated. Cosmos, her 20 years old son 
had just completed school in Benue. He 
was among them. In tact it was he who 
had been trying to motivate his sisters, 
brothers and aged grandmother out or 

I their despondency. In fact it was he who 
insisted that everyone should take the 
vaccination in good time. Six days later, 
he started having the same complaints 
that his later mother had had. However, 
he felt secure in the knowledge that he 
had been vaccinated. So. when he went 
to the Lutheran clinic, it was to collect 

I chloroquine tablets. The next day, there 
was no improvement. In tact any food 
he ate was regurgitated with traces ot 
blood m it. He became bed-ndden and 
was spitting frequently. That was the 
state m which Africari Concord found 
him. On their return to Ogoja urban 
General Hospital, they took him along

I to get appropriate treatment.
At the hospital, the African Concord 

team learnt that patients could only be 
treated after a deposit ot 50 naira was 
made. But after pleading with the of­
ficials, they allowed Cosmos to be ad­
mitted whilst his sister went back to 
Alifokpa to get the family prepared to 
foot the bill. However, she told African 
Concord that it might be impossible tor 
the family to meet the obligation.

Doctors at the hospital, while 
anonymity, explained that
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z: zzzz zzz^zz. Basse} said that on a 
cal zzzz. tzzz. patient would need 
three nag: of one-litre drips, each 
zzzzz.i zzzs zzzrz. a dose of Nov algin l

,te dead .u_ izzr.z^ the districts in j 
•iitokna. z.rz^eZ the rural health | 
.uuertnietcem, Mr. h.O. Okim. tn- 
ncated. tat Alitokpa had the

.i;zzz -.1 people dead <a>.’ disirut 
iucwed with ten: * im-carctf wtit 
jgoja urhan, 4; mu . ccc * tcitu. -u«r 
persons.

By last week. saiice line. reuem. a^er.- 
eies reduced Cher oamr.aioi. whilst 
voluntary group: rran. c? les ctosec up 
due to ucfc □: iunu. Lutnerar. Hospital 
had on the rinse neer. at the toretront in 
helping w ease tne scourge oi the 
disease. They nac. nepea that by now the 
stale unc federal government! would 
recompense their efforts. With dwindl­
ing resources and the disease slowing 
downir. tne haraes: areas, they, as the se­
cond larges: medical outfit in the al- 
iectec zone, Ogoja, had to bar patients 
~tnr. coming in to receive treatment. 
The quarantine bay established in Mbuo 

—age nunng the heat ol the ravage had 
zz zt dosed down. Dr. Bassey explained 
'.zx. tne;- drug supply had dwindled to 
-.te owes: ebb lor years. Thus Lutheran 
.-uos-cx. would not take in anv more 
■elew 'e»tr victims.

WrdMd xr< ” .ton- .v
O'Dey mu *>.coed that the government 
would sort cut titer dtktnma tn a short 
" bile..: scem.ec that that w ould be much 
later than sooner. or perhaps never at 
all.

\et patients seemed to repose more 
confidence m him than the government 
hospital, in one instance, when a patient 
Cosmos Okwo hnd been taken to the 
Ogoja General Hospital and they luid 
demanded 50 iinltn beloic he could be 
legiMcrcd, his slstci subtly hinted thnl It 
Blight he hrltri |o lake him Io KIA 
( lim<, Inn die tailed io rspliilu why.

<hi< hwm < mild have been lhe high 
••xpr.iMiH v |IV,| ||h,| H|A ( Htiiv main 
h»in< <l. (>'| >».y , lalmml tn have liraled l<' 
paiinih, tiiul only iht litm live died tai 
the iime <)| unm ,|,.M|||h| ih«> naiiiii ol 
the Hinn wni mill a mvsh'iv)

Anoihei dihioi made incniio’ : a 
drug, imiiimn (llohulin, a hlgl. <cm 
mixture which ci rales atiilicial n mi 
ty. as a possible hope loi pain ntv .a due
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;r,ic:;»'*.s :c N’.f.iUD. Thus
when Co.'one: Iscil: Sakir.. the Benue 
State govo-not cave the Ojn izcii 
government 25.AV naira. chverntnent 

i akvneehd no: bear the cost.
By fas; wockv: 

. erne m the hr.n. 
1 government was

w Inch eon;.*-, -< so.-ne 2A .AV inhabitants 
had vaeclna.oo >~.AV people. Gover­
nor Uakut told \ Con.-on?. Other 
contiguous local governments had been 
dOMXl with lb5.A\ vacomations. This 
explained the slowing o: the dea2i toll 
which wax is1 .n November 23. to 161 
on December 1 and lb? on. December4.

l esictal action too was m no short 
vupph. The at :oc;co. states had each got 
?M'AW vaA'vncx. and a., the states were 
disbursed with thou share of some 1.5 

I million vaccines donated by LMCEF. 
I x'omiguoux states to the affected ones, 
I namely \namb.a and Imo States receiv- 
i ol additional loses of MAV vaccines

for pamn. at ~;-t naira; Sobrosan sat- 
cheu. fa liver stimulant), thrice a day, 
eacr. cosung two naira; Neomycin, 85 
kobo. Phraegan, 25k, and vitamin B 
complex.. 15k. These and other costs like 
aril- connections, plasters, brought the 
total to about 40 naira per day for each 
•patient. Most patients spent seven on ten 
days for recuperation before being 
treated as out patients.

Figures representing those treated by 
’die Lutheran establishments were 43 nt 
the hospital and 143 at the quarantine 
centre at Mbuo. Ol these, five people 
dies a: the hospital, with the hospital 
BtKhonties having to foot the burial ot 
three of them. At tne quarantine centre, 
50 deaths were recorded.

Basse? sain that the state government 
provided enough support for the

were ycl
j salaries.

l-oi pi ivale operators like r/ 
things hud been worse, his KIA chn« 
bad ttratrd patients on humanitarian 

et was becoming more and 
rsiumar.t to do so. I-or while



Lutheran Hospital: Provides succour to victims.
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Dr. Bassey, • • We ran out of drugs.

each.
The World Health Organisation, 

WHO assisted government with a dona­
tion ot halt a million vaccines. Gotteb 
Lobe Monekosso, its African regional 
director said that epidemiologists from 
the organisation would also be made 
available to render professional services.

In the long term, the federal govern­
ment has drawn up a national im­
munization programme. The desired ef­
fect would be to eradicate yellow tever, 
just small pox had been so tackled.

The good news tor those remote areas 
where the yellow tever disease had first 
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

the President about their deplorable 
road conditions, may be the epidemic 
outbreak could be, in their memories, 
just a bad dream that was better forgot­
ten, in ten years’ time or so. If not, 
nothing will change. This government 
will be, to them, just another phase in 
their “governments come, governments 
go” attitude to the powers that be; ifnot, 
there will no perceptible difference bet­
ween this and the last government.
— Ademola Oguntayo in Adum, 
Benue and Alifokpa, Cross River 
States.

reared its head, is that the government is 
now listening to them. As Silas 1. Ode, 
the chief of Adunf East told AJrican 
Concord, "we are like a pool of stag­
nant water. We lacs electricity; there is 
no drinking water - during the dry 
season, we have to trek up to 15 
kilometres to fetch water from pools 
that are infested with gumeg worm; and 
the nearest hospital is 20 kilometres 

^inhe Minister of Health makes good, 
his promise and extends the, 
government's 450 million rtaira rural 
health programme to them; if he talks to



Isidore Anyogu, Alifokpa community leader showing African Concord man.
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The beastly bug
A beastly bug is the main car­
rier of the fatal yellow fever.

Yellow lever is caused by a little, I 
X beastly bug, the Aedis Aegyptl, a 

domestic mosquito. When it bites, it. 
transfers the deadly yellow lever-virus 
from a person who has it to an erstwhile 
healthy person. This mosquito is a sister 
specie to the anopheles, the malaria car* 
4er, and it inhabits domestic surroun­
dings. But unlike the anopheles, a 
notorious spoiler ot sleep, it bites in the ' 
daytime.

Primarily, the intcction ot a settle­
ment starts when an inhabitant is bitten 
Dy another specie of mosquito, Acdh 
Sympsonl. This brand ot insect bites 
both man and monkeys. Alter the insect 
bites an infected monkey, it takes the 
virus ten days to propagate inside the 
mosquito bet orc its bite becomes deadly 
to man. it is only after that that the in- 
tected person carries the disease with 
him or her to the settlement, and the 
disease is spread by the Aedis Acgypti. 
However, tor the monkeys, the disease is 
spread by yet another bug, the Aedis 
.Africanus mosquito which sucks their 
blood.

Transference ot the disease is essen­
tially the fault ot man. the infected 
mosquito itself can only move as tar as 
an area of 60 metres radius. The rest is 
34

done by man. He moves about unwit­
tingly, or wittingly, with the virus in his 
blood. This gives other mosquitoes the 
opportunity to bite him and transfer the 
virus to other people. The mosquito’s 
lifespan is seven months, and once in­
fected it continues to transmit the 
disease to man until it dies.

When a healthy, uninnoculatcd victim 
is bitten, it takes six days for the virus to 
incubate and for him to show the symp­
toms. Alter that, fever and headache 
develop. Then there is observed 
yellowness ol the patient’s eyes, tongue, 
skin and lingcrnails. this is the jauiylfce 
stage and it is an indication that the liver 
is failing to metabolise the bile, green 
fluid secreted near the liver, in 
alimentary canal.

Outwardly, the patient lecls pain

the death records.

of the disease. patients spew blood from 
all outer openings — the momh, mose.

Like all viral conditions, there is no 
cure. The only help that can be 
administered is :o relieve the body from 
pain, anc Emulate the affected organs. 
Medications like drips, antibiotics, 
vitamin tablets, analgesics, tranquilizers 
and liver stimulants achieve this aim. It 
is then up to the body to per. ee: recovery 
tor itself.For many patients, after five to six 
days of illness, the critical stage of the il­
lness would have passed, and if recovery 
would come, it would take weeks. If not, 
the patient would die then.

Prevention of the disease could be ef­
fected through vaccination. The drug, 
I'D, is the type prepared in Dakar, 
Senegal from a preparation of infected 
mice’s brain cells, according to Dr. P.S. 
O'Dey. These antigens stimulate the 
bodies’ antibodies, fight cells in the 
blood, to a state of combat-readiness in 
preparation for any infiltration into the 
body ot the yellow fever virus proper. 
This state of readiness lasts for ten years. 
But it takes 8 — 10 days alter innocula- 
tion before the body becomes combat­
ready. During that time, the newly in- 

j peculated person may feel weak, as 
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Outwardly, the patient tccls pain on 
the right side of the stomach where the 
liver is located. Patients may also start to 
vomit blood, lecl delirious as the virus 
attacks the brain, and urinate blood, in­
dicating kidney failure. In the last stages
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Dr. O'Dey: "yye^da— Ademola Oguntayo
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Some clean-shaven villagers mourning the dead. 
though he or she has malaria or yellow 
fever. An innoculated person, bitten by 
an infected mosquito, could become a 
healthy earner, allowing other mos­
quitoes to spread the disease through 
him.

Some people took two, three or even 
four doses of vaccination, as was 
discovered in Ogoja. Their reason was 
that if one dose was good, then two or 
even three doses were better. O’Dey 
revealed that a single dose was enough 
tor the body needs. Any additional dose 
subjected the body to shock and could 
ultimately lead to death.

However, for those who took it 
’‘sometime” m the past, and their 
yellow cards, a document showing the 
dates of the three vital vaccinations — 
yellow fever, cholera and small pox — 
the good news is that even an Overdose 
ednnot bring on the dreaded disease.

To prevent the disease, mosquito lar­
vae should not be allowed to grow; stag­
nant water should be allowed td run. 
Anyone with symptoms should >be 
Quarantined even in the day time. An 
enclosure like the mosquito net wouid be 
appropriate. Like other Mopical 
diseases, a clean environment keeps it at. 
bay.



Africa

Africa’s unenviable tasks

fighting it, huge. Conservative estimates 
put this at about S10 billion yearly.

Africans, Nyerere added, would also 
need to work out in concert a long term 
strategy for dealing with the increasing ^j'aitanin” Africa

I he hall was filled to the brim, with 
ambassadors, elder statesmen, 

ministers and other men of substance 
from all walks of life. Those who could 
not get seats, leant by the wall, others 
crouched by the aisles. Yet, many others 
filled an adjacent room where a live 
video recording of the event in the hall 
was being relayed. At no time in the 
history of the Nigerian Institute of Inter­
national Affairs has it played host to 
such a large crowd as it did last week 
Monday.

The event for which the motley crowd 
gathered was the celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of the NIIA. For it, the In­
stitute had invited the former Tanzanian 
leader, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere to give a 
speech in commemoration.

Nyerere’s presence, in fact, must have 
been the factor that lured the crowd to

1

Africans have two great tasks 
to perform to wriggle 
themselves out of the shackles 
of colonialism, says Julius 
Nyerere.

strategy for dealing with the increasing 
per capita poverty. “Singly, we are each 
so weak-even Nigeria, that we cannot 
negotiate on terms of equality with 
anyone of the countries of Europe or 
North America. But they have learned 
the lesson of unity and act in concert; 
separately we therefore find ourselves

I struggle against it.
Nyerere said that since 1981 sub- 

Saharan Africa (excluding South Africa) 
has experienced average yearly decline of 

I 4.47o in its per capita income and 
massive deficits in international balance 
of payment. And that these reverses are 
largely responsible for an African debt 
problem which is worse in proportion to 
Africa’s productive capacity and Gross 
Domestic Product than the debt pro­
blem of any other region of the world.

According to the Worlc^ Bank 
Development Report of 1986, between 

long term and short term debt liability 
increased from S38.5 billion Amcncan 
dollars to 80 billion American dollars — 
or from 3070 to 507o of the area’s com­
bined Gross National Product.

Nyerere said Africa’s present 
economic condition of falling living 
standards and huge external debts were 
caused by four major factors. First, 

| African countries have not been able to 
shake off the neo-colonial hold of in- 

i dustrialised nations over their economies 
as about 7O7o of African exports are 
directed to the industrial market 
economies, and similar or greater pro­
portion of Africa’s manufactured im­
ports come from them. Besides, a large 
part of Africa’s industrial production 
and the modern sector of her agriculture 
is controlled by transnational corpora­
tions from the industrial market 
economies.

According to Nyerere, African states 
depend on the industrial market 

i economies and international organisa­
tions they control for credit and capital 
injection to develop their economies or 
maintain their urban sectors.

Second, the prices of commodities 
produced by African states have been 
declining for the last six years. “Since 
1980 non-oil commodity prices have 
fallen by 267o in dollar terms, or 237b 
relative to the prices of manufactures. 
“At the sametime, average interest rates 
on Africa’s constantly increasing debt 
rose considerably in nominal terms dur­
ing the last six years, and very greatly in 
real terms; the average period before 
maturity shortened. And credit at any 
price becomes increasingly difficult to 
get.’’

Nyerere also noted the decline in the 
net capital flow to sub-Saharan African 

I from 7.1 billion American dollars in 
| 1980 to 2.7 billion dollars in 1984. Of 

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

1 Julius Nyerere

dealing with not one of those states, but 
with a group or part of a group of 
developed nations.”

Julius Nyerere repeatedly drew the at­
tention of the audience — over two 
thousand to what he described as the 
“neo-colonial status” in Africa. Accor­
ding to him, it was not until African 
countries had recognised their status as 
"colonies of external powers” that they 
could begin to struggle for advance­
ment ”

He said Africans are yet to admit the 
truth about their post-independence 
status in the world. The truth, he argued 
is that many African states operate 
under the indirect and economic control 
of foreign powers. To achieve economic 
liberation African states have to reject I 
the neo-colonial status, and begin to |

Uffe 3
L__ —-------------- —1
Nguesso, OA U Chairman

the Institute and his reflections on 
Africa and its future-gave the audience 
more than a meal for thought. He drew 
attention to the forlorn hopes of 
political independence in Africa; the 
derailed hopes for freedom and human 
dignity for the 400 million Africans; the 
lingering dependence and vestiges of col­
onialism, racism and neo-colonialism 
and the unenviable tasks before Africans 
— to finally claim the much cherished 
independence and attain the lofty ideals 
of Uhuru.

Africans, Nyerere said, would have to 
complete the task of political liberation, 
begun 25 years ago, by breaking the last 
bastions of colonialism and racism in 
South Africa and Namibia. But he ad­
mitted the task would not be easy as 
aoartheid is ruthless and the costs in 

36



Africa

— INimi Wariboko
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for 3.3 billion dollars in 1980, but that 
slumped to 0.3 billion in 1984.

All indications are thus that during 
the last few years of most desperate 
crisis, Africa has paid more to the 
Economic North than it has received in 
any form — even disregarding the 
transfers inherent in the adverse 
movements in terms of trade,” Nyerere 
argued.

On the political sphere, he said the 
people’s hope for democracy and human 
rights are yet to be fulfilled. ‘‘There 
have been 69 successful military coups in 
Africa since independence. There have 
been massacres of Africans by Africans 
— sometimes even by African govern­
ments. There have been murderous 
regimes which retained power for years 
because of the ruthlessness of their op­
pression.”

To fulfil the two tasks — that of com­
pleting Africa’s political liberation and 
that of beginning the struggle for 
economic liberation — African states 
need ‘‘seriousness in united action, and

Mwalimu’s speech was thougnt- 
provoking and drew a spree of applause 
from his listeners — for its seriousness 
and unsparing critique of the African 
environment.

The speech, the sombre picture and 
future of Africa it painted, the sobre- 
mindedness it caused the audience — 
were all a contrast to what preceded it, 
the atmosphere of light hearted jokes, 
rendered in the main, by Nigeria s 
former Head of State, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo. j

It was his lot to introduce Julms 
Nyerere to the audience — a supernova 
task as Nyerere, in fact, needed no in­
troduction. But Obasanjo earned out his 
assignment so well, interjecting his brief 
speech with anecdotes here and there 
and well oiled jokes. After extolling 
Nyerere for his contributions to the 
liberation struggle, an honour Obasanjo 
himself shared, Obasanjo added: What 
I don’t have in common with him is his 
grey hair.” The hall rocked with 
laughter.

this amount private creditors accounted I in economic co-operation, Nyerere em- 
fesr* *1 *1 Killirvn Hrsllnrc .rs 1O0H phaSlSCd

The advantage of co-ordinated 
African economic management and 
development planning, according to him 
is that African states will be stronger in 
dealings with the Economic North.

Although, he described political unity 
as the best way of achieving the co­
ordinated economic and political action, 
he was quick to point out his reserva­
tions about this. “Political unity of 
Africa is not a realistic possibility in the 
near future,"he said.

He therefore suggested that: mtra- 
African co-operation and in particular 
economic co-operation, could, for the 
time being, be a more realistic alter­
native. But experience shows that this is

recognMon'of the'n^d - and the

responsibilities involved - United 
African activity.

. - ------ -------- "note. Ever) week, the-fint three ww
■ receive complimentary cop« otNJJja

ACROSS
1. Mozambique port (5)
4 Former President of Nigeria

8. Vigilant (5)
9 Offence against divine law 

(3)
10 Direct (3)
11 Delayed in progress (8)
12. Woman in convent (3)
14 A drink (5)
15 Savimbi’s group (5)
19 Defeat (3)
21. Lake in E.
24. Implement used i

(3)
25 Lubricate (3)
26. Combine (5)
27. Partake (7)
28. Capital of Tunisia

DOWN
2. Slow (5)
3 Prior to (8)
5 A relative (4)
6 Once more (5)
7. Not liable to infection (6)
8. Breezy (4)
9. Not hidden (4)

13. Teach (8)
16 President-of Tanzania (6)
17. Small mountain (4)
18. Tie (4)
2(1. Shining (5)
22 Period of rule (5)
23 Dirty (4)
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UNIBEN: Alele Williams’ stewardship
None of Nigeria’s universities is problem-free, but UNIBEN’s vice 
chancellor, Professor Grace Alele Williams is squaring up with those 
problems she inherited on assumption of office. A report by Chief E. O. 
Egbide of Prime Publications.

growth In any without 
stability.

f with
Ion of the 

purposes, 
•ndy work- 

for the

growing u-----.m.
conflicting I.
orientations which 
under the cover of .. 
unionism, a situation 
should be critically i 
and checked In order 
the much needed atmosphere 
of stability to foster the objec­
tives for which the universities 
are established.

As a matter of fact,
talked about “Ul.....,,, 
system” In Nigeria cannot be 
treated In isolation of our na­
tional policy objectives since 
the university environment 
itself Is also an Integral part of 
the entire socio-political system 
of the country .

According 
Alele-Wllllams, 
ty system,”like: ... 
establishment, suet 
of parliament, is t 
system In 5 
responsibility 
the members .. v
mlttees or sub-committees 
up by the University senat

Frankly, If the nation 
continue to solve the 
power problems which a.. «, 
badly needed for the advance­
ment and Implementation of 
our economic end industrialisa­
tion programmes, then univer­
sity administrators should be 
given a chance to run their in­
stitutions without external In­
terference or threat from any 
quarter because there can never 
be any meaningful change

Eviden •, every university in 
Nigeria has experienced one 
form of student crisis or 
another either directly or In­
directly is a result of "crude” 
campus politics ’xrgely in­
fluenced by some unscrupulous

Plans
Highlighting the blue-print 

of development plans for the 
university during an exclusive 
interview with the editorial 
director of the Business World 
Journal in her office, Professor 
Grace Alele-Williams spoke on 
a number of academic and na­
tional issues of great impor­
tance.

Commenting on the develop­
ment of the university, she 
stated that 
Benin has no room 
tional interest or 
politics, adding that tl 
lion could not be 
form by anybody to | 
his or her personal ami 
as an instrument tu 
the government.

Emphasizing the role of the 
university In the present dispen­
sation, Professor Aide- 
Williams said that University 
of Benin is fully endowed with 
all the necessary intellectual 
and material resources to 
transform its land resources In­
to various agro-allied and other 
viable commercial ventures 
which she said will moke the in­
stitution more self-reliant and 
productive.

She said that the university 
will be In a position to offer 
more employment oppor­
tunities to its graduates when 
these plans actually materialise 
in the near future.

In order to utilize the univer­
sity farm land which is 
separated by River Ikpoba, a 
bridge which I estimated to cost 
about N4 million naira will be 
built to link the permanent site 
of the university with the 
undeveloped portii 
land for industrial 
TT.e university Is alrei 
Ing out the modalities 
establishment of limited liabili­
ty companies as well as a hous- 
Ing estate for staff, and other

prevailing atmosphere of Inter­
personal squables and 
character assassination which Is 
prevalent among the academic 
staff of the university concern­
ing appointments, promotions, 
genera] welfare and campus 
politics, Professor Grace Alele- 
Vtlillims strongly believes that, 
being the first woman vice 
chancellor in the history of this 
country, no sacrifice Is too 
great for her to ensure that the 
programmes and aspirations of 
the Institution must be allowed 
to succeed under her 
ministration by restoring peat 
through the unification of tt 
different factions.

She Is prepared to make any 
sacrifice In order to achieve this 
central objective because she is 
aware that the public regards 
her appointment as a test case. 
There Is no point to pretend 
that Professor Alele-Willlams 
does not have serious ad­
ministrative set-back on her 
present university seat since her 
appointment by the Babangida 
administration.
Public opinion

However, the Nigerian 
public is aware that whatever 
these problems may appear to 
be, the "Iron Lady of Benin” 
as she Is profoundly referred to 

press, was only called 
> Inherit them by virtue 
appointment. Most of 

)blems had long existed 
Ing the tenure of office of 
predecessor.
ertalnly, as the woman of 

the hour, she is very much at 
the centre of the problems 
which hove long been under­
mining the speedy development 
of the university.

Contrary to press specula­
tions around the university, 
visitors to Mrs. Alele-Wllllams 
will observ? the punches 
from these prruiems are In no 
way dol:,j» any effective 
damage on i,.t as she broadly 
smiles to '»dcome her guests 
with warm hand-shakes. In­
deed. this is u credit to her as a

& QE
Prof. Alele-William:
UNIBEN
university lecturers.

Aide’s problems
Therefore, the g; 

Professor Grace 
Williams’ problems at __
University of Benin which she 
merely Inherited by virtue of 
her appointment Is not an 
Isolated phenomenon in the 
history of university ad­
ministration In this country.

Instead, the prevailing cir­
cumstances which bedeviled 
our university environment to­
day are typically Nigerian pro­
blems which deserve tough 
disciplinary measures aimed at 
bringing the reactionary forces 
under reasonable control, ir­
respective of the so-called fun­
damental human right, a 
privilege which most Nigerians 
abuse in the attempt to achieve 
their personal ambitions.

However, It Is Interesting i 
observe that, inspke of tl

'THE problems of 
■“■University adminis­

tration and development in 
Nigeria in recent years have 
become Increasingly difficult to 
tackle because of the complex 
nature of its environmental fac­
tors which constantly cause 
volcanic eruption In the 
academic programmes of the 
various universities across the 
nation because of students 
unrest.

Indeed, a careful study of 
this ugly social phenomenon 
revealed that the social life of 
our universities are presently 
growing under the influence of 

ig foreign Ideological 
— operate 

students' 
which 

examined 
r to create
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up during the planning of the 
programme because I took part 
In writing some of the 
subjects,” she stated.

On the question of the visita­
tion panel which looked Into 
the activities of the university, 
the vice chancellor said that the 
exercise was normal practice 
within the law establishing the 
Institution which empowers the 
visitor to the university to set 
up a visitation panel to examine 
Its activities periodically and 
recommend solutions aimed at 
improving on the general per­
formance of the Institution us a 
family.

Professor 
however, s... 
very

commercial ventures, Including 
hotel complex, and production 
of large quantity of medals for 
commercial purpose have been 
proposed as potential sources 
of revenue.
Financial aid

sor Alele-Wllllams 
stated that It was a 

unfortunate *“"** 
that the i 
tion put 
always 
vent of i

Before we 
down, we *nr—
the members of the university 
community, the press and the 
public to ensure stability and 
continuity at the University of 
Benin because no Institution or 
nation can achieve greatness or 
academic excellence when the 
much talked about university 
system Is being destroyed by 
the enemies of progress.

thousand people of the, univer­
sity community.

Role of women
Commenting on the 

the Niger ------ 1
national 
scene, 
Williams aj 
ment to Invc 
the decision making. 
nation building so that they 
should be in a position to deter­
mine the type of laws they 
would like to Introduce concer­
ning themselves In particular 
and the nation at large.

For example, she cited the 
laws concerning pregnancy, 
maternity leave, abortion and 
other discriminatory laws 
which do not conform with 
civilised practice and therefore 
said such laws should be 
reviewed because they are in­
adequate.

The vice chancellor said the 
Nigerian women have been 
making great contribution 
towards world peace and pro­
gress through many national 
and International bodies and 
some of them have been elected 
to leadership position; she 
asserted.

She noted that the role of 
women, particularly the ac­
tivities of women organisations

1 As a strategy for public rela­
tions, the vice chancellor used 
the occasion of the visit of 
President Babangida and the 
Minister of Education, Pro­
fessor Jubrll Airlnu on two 
separate occasions to appeal 
for financial assistance to help 
realise her drcams for the 
university.

The highlight of the presi­
dent's maiden ' visit tn the 
university was the foundation 
laying and unveiling the plague 
of the administration and 
Senate Building which was 
described as a land-murk In tiie 
hlstorv of the institution.

Today, the University of 
-' ! proud of having 

. installed a new 
telephone system calld. Private 
Automatic Branch Exchange 
(PABX) which was commis­
sioned by the Minister of 
Education during his visit to 
the institution. This system 
now provides telephone ser­
vices Id serve more than ten

In general are usually not given 
due publicity as their male 
counterpart, hence It appears 
that the women always play 
dull role In society. She 
therefore advised the press to 
show more Interest In the af­
fairs of women.

Asked to comment on 
whether she considers her ap­
pointment as a* right or 
privilege in the context of 
women’s liberation? The vice 
chancellor stated that she con­
sidered her appointment as a 
privilege and not as a right, ad­
ding that nobody has a right to 
a particular Job no matter the 
qualification unless the oppor­
tunity Is given.

Open varsity
Commenting on the cancella­

tion of the National Open 
University system which was 
Introduced In the country by 
the defunct civilian administra­
tion, Professor Alele-Wllllams 
said that the concept of the Na­
tional Open University system 
was not bad, but she explained 
that there were certain aspects 
of the programme which re­
quired nationalisation to make 
them more acceptable to all 
sections of the country. "I 
know the problems which came



Central Africa

people o'

;'..i Chadian conflict. 
Times traces the how

w 1965 has today been transformed 
into a full fledged international conflict 
with cold war connotations. In effect, 
armies from several nations are now ful- ' 
ly engaged in battles in Chad. French 
and Zairean troops are there to bolster 
the forces of the Ndjamcna government 
of Hissene Habre while Libyan troops | 
are helping the GUNT forces to*, the 
north of the French established red line 
partitioning Chad into two republics. 
Other countries have been actively in the 
crisis without sending in troops, but in a 
manner tu— u"- 
developments in Chad.

The Chadian conflict in the process 
has been transformed into an arena of 
the big power rivalry with France 
heading the Western alliance and Libya 
apparently standing in for the pro­
gressive forces. But beyond this 
simplistic classification, the individual 
countries meddling in Chad have their 
particular and peculiar interests to de-

40

and puppet regime that had lost popular 
support, in March 1970, General Cor- 
tadellas who was then Commander of 
French forces emphatically relayed in a 
report to Paris the following message: 
“So far we have not found any modern 
weapons with the rebels other than old 
guns of the Second World War and 
those seized from Chadian government 
troops prior to our arrival. Consequent­
ly, we strongly believe that the rebellion 
here does not receive any external sup­
port.’’The real objective of French interven­
tion in Chad is further betrayed by the 
fact that it did not only involve the sen­
ding of combat troops but also included 
security officials who set up detention 
and torture camps under the supervision 
of the sinister and callous Commander 

j Galopin who was executed by Habre in 
: 1975 for crimes against the people of

j Chad.Besides, the French intervention in 
I Chad has been characterised by double 

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

analysis of the 
forX leU'U’ Iormer ennui v. .... Cameroon 

eignjnterventions in the local affairs of Chad.
began as a local rebellion in I fend. Thus a better understanding of the I 

1 foreign interventions in Chad can only 
! be attained through an analysis of the in- 
’ dividual interventions.France for example has bee... active in 

Chad since 1890 long before the bipolar 
power confrontation of recent years. In 
1960 when Chad attained titular in­
dependence, various unequal 
operation agreements were imposed n 
her. One of these agreements — the

1 Security and Military Assi-a .cords 
now sene as the legal springboard for 

that hac ' I French intervention in Chad.
----- - uenccd political In reality these accords did not and do

1 not justify France’s inten'ention in 
■ Chad’s internal affairs, for they were 
i meant solely to provide protection 

against foreign intervention for the nas­
cent Republic of Chad. When France | 
moved in troops in the sixties to Chad, ; the Chadian conflict was then a problem ! 
of a local rebellion sans any external in- ! 
terference. The French intervention was 
a blatant attempt to rescue a subservient

Mobutu Sese-Scko

This is the third instalment of the four-part ana y trnrp<. the how and
Stephen Tebid, former editor of the 
of f
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Pau! Riva

Hounhouet-Boigny

Jaajar M-Nime.n

..ji s..ene. 
gradually 

»; Muam-

bclieving that Li- . 
cvcniuaiiy reach i

__ should Chad be ruled , F 
pro-Libyan government. A case of 1 | 
ommocs theory.

reasoning not with-
— : aware that any 

to act would be interpreted as 
and may result in such coun-

__ Cameroon, Gabon, Cote 
D’Ivoire losing taith in them and turning 
to other powers for protection. The 
French thus perceive their presence in 
Chad as a show of their force and as a 
personal favour to their African lackies 
who are scared by the supposed Libyan 
hydra.

Chad,contrary to popular thinking,is 
not a barren desert land. American com­
panies led by the Continental Oil Com­
pany long ago established the presence 
of rich oil deposits around the Lake 
Chad and Northern Chadian regions 
The Aouzou strip is also reputed to have 
rich uranium deposits. Southern Chad 
with its many rivers and rich tauna 
reserves has immense agricultural poten­
tial with French interests already domi­
nant in the cotton trade.Thus, with good 
reason they see their expenses in Chad as 
a good investment that would bring 
fabulous returns in the future.

Unfortunately, France’s Chadian 
policies arc not likely to help bring peace 
to Chad nor bring any financial returns. 
This is for the simple reason that French 
policies there have I -*en based more on 
sentiment than on cool headed analysis. 
As a result, the French have always been 
caught backing the wrong horse. In the 
sixties and early seventies, they were 
behind Tombalbaye who was totally 
discredited and unpopular. Today they 
a;e behind Hissene Habre who is not on­
ly discredited but is unacceptable to the 
overwhelming majority of Chadian pro- 
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER .’

vmces and people.
Also, it should be rememre J that 

Habre being an in-t’lige” and 
calculating politician, ha- realised the 
limitation of French power. ar-J • n- 
creasingly turning to the L > " 
for tutelage. He is not km»wr • Keep 
any agreement that did not 
pose.And thus, he may noi kee 
mise.

' Libya is the second mo-t 
player on the Chadian puli’•

I and this activism ha- grow • > 
since the Libyan revolution ol 
mar Khaddati. Libyan intervention in 
Chadian affairs has been noticeable in

I two ways. It has consistently supported 
j Chadian opposition movement and 

since 1972 has occupied the Aouzou 
which it claims was formerly I ibyan ter­
ritory unjustly ceded io France through 
the Laval-Mussolini accords — which 
indeed is a verifiable historical fact

But Libyan designs in Chad arc not 
limited to a legitimate desire to recover 
lost territory They include a desire to 
prevent its encirclement by hostile 
governments. It should be recalled that 
Libya is already surrounded on its 
Eastern and Western borders by Egypt 
and Tunisia — two pro-Western regimes 
that do noi wish rhe Libyan revolution 
good. Should Chad tall into the Western 
orbit, then the Libyan regime will only 
have the Mediterranean sea to jump into 
when attacked,.,which is not much in 
view of the omnipresence ol the U.S. 
sixth fleet.

Another explanation for Libya’s Cha­
dian policy is the presence in Chad of a 
large Libyan population Because of 
their common boundaries, populations 
have moved across borders for many 
centuries and mixed marriages have 
resulted in very close relations between 
the northern populations of Chad and 
the Southern Libyans. Today, many of 
the northern political leaders of Chad 
are partly of Libyan parentage. 
Likewise, in the ruling circles of Tripoli 
it is not uncommon to find leading 
members with Chadian blood flowing tn 
their veins. These leaders on both sides 
of the border would invariably fight to 
maintain some special relationship bet­
ween the two countries.

It is pertinent to conclude by pointing 
out that Libya like France, was invited 
into Chad by the Chadians, that both 
Goukouni and Hissene Habre were 
together and accepted Libyan occupa­
tion of the Aouzou strip when they 
belonged to the Frolinat.

No matter one’s opinion of the Li­
byan regime, one cannot escape the 
■ ccognition that Libya has stronger

dealing, with French aid going to both 
the government and opposition forces-a 
divide and rule tactics aimed at weaken­
ing the Central Government thereby en­
suring its increasing dependence on 
France.

The question that readily comes to 
mind is why should a poor country such 
as France be involved in such a wasteful 
nco-colomal expedition9 In 1984, the 
dailycost oi the Manta expedition.was 
estimated at one million U.S. dollars.

The first explanation is that France is 
in Chad playing the quixotic role of the 
flag bearer of the Western alliance. This 
fits in very well with the Gaullist illusion 
of grandeur and rates France as a major 
world power.

Secondly, the French authorities have 
been coerced by ns lackics in Fran­
cophone Africa into t ' o __ ,
byan expansionism may eventually reach I 
the Atlantic Coast should Chad he mi»*H 
by a p _ 
the dominoes thee.,.

The ridicule ol the 
standing, the French arc ?««•»-? 
hesitation to act would be interpreted as 
weakness and "ZiiL L. ->uv 
tries as Cameroon, Gabon,
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definite 
to ellminfc. 
the farmer 
clear the bus!

established a five tonTohour 
poultry and pig fanners.

i in 
has 
t as

Forestry
Afforestation Is one of the 

major activities of the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
Resources and Rural Develop­
ment. In order to encourage 
tree planting programme of the

embarks
,o open 

ease evacuat

Irrigation
The m.Jor °Pt™l,°n’"J"' 

moment ere .1 Perem.blri Rice 
Polder end Kpong Fort' • 
Vegetable demonstration farm-

f’tremabiri rice farm.

policy 
should

that Basin Authorities 
-J not engage In direct pro- 

"Octlon but to confine 
themselvM (0 extension ser­
vices.

One of the contributions of 
the Athority towards this Is the 
Production of started pullets 
for sale to farmers, In addition 
*o raising them to point of lay 
■nd selling thereafter to 
'■oners.

Fish fingerlings
Fish fingerlings are raised Id 

the authority’s Fish Farm at 
Bodo, Buguma and Yenagoa 
for distribution to fish farmers.

Bush clearing
In (he R*ln Forel Bril, on, 
the m.Jor bnndlcp, of the 

f.nner If bu)h cleiring and 
land preparation- There It .

Co-operation
The Niger Dcttt B<Jln aaa 

KuraJ development Authority 
■nd the Slate Ministry of 
, *riculture have established an 
"*er*dcp«rtment8l Co- 

i*?Uon Comml,,ee so as to 
old duplication of efforts In 

* s,>te’s agricultural pro- 
«nd to pool resources 

°**'her. aij chiefs Jn the 
"r'°us departments are 

°flh.t committee. 1

Training
The authority organises 

short training courses for 
farmers and fishermen in al! 
fields such as seed multiplica­
tion, fertilizer^ herbicide ap­
plication, fish feed formulation 
and pelleting, sex determlna- 

| tlon in fishes, fish popd design 
■nd construction, poultry keep­
ing etc.

Veterinary
The inthorlty offers 

veterinary service, lo livestock 
tenner,. Vaccine, ere oblalned 
from Vom, Pleleeu Stale.

__ .v.u.^u uieui. \suue a lot nos i 
writes Chief E. O. Egbide in this special report.

barked on establishing process­
ing and storage facilities. At 
the moment, such facilities ex­
ist at the Coastal Fishing Ter­
minal, Borlkiri. Broiler pro­
cessing and abattoir projects, 
are at advanced stages of com­
pletion at Trans-Amadl, Port 
Harcourt.

Day-old'chicks
It Is Federal Government’s

Insells Mr. Amadl-Nnna. CM, Nlter Della Basin 
State Government, the 
Authority raises seedlings and 
budded tree crops for sale to 
farmers. Ornamentals are also 
available for sale to the public.

Feeds supply
One of the greatest han- 

dicaps for the livestock In- 
°us»ry is that of feed. The 
Authority has therefore

Food processing 

chuH „C0Un,rJ ” "Ml a".
^ n80f.Pn7

IherefLe,
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Erosion
In the Delta area, no mean­

ingful agricultural project can 
be embarked upon without 
Erosion and Flood Control. 
This Is because three-quarters 
of land Is inundated for most 
part of the year.

In order to make more land. I 
available for agricultural 
development, the authority em- | ' 
barks on flood and erosion 
control measures. This project 
also pre-supposes that when the 
towns ae protected, there will 
be more land for agricultural 
projects.

Hural roads
I Prod“«0

shown "P'rlence I
“ reaull of lick'of'tran '°SI 
"on facility. t- "“"’Porta- 
«-«fo«," 'X’i: 
road conatrucllon lo 
rural areas l0 .... Pe" “P 
of farm produce. ""'“’"on

Fertilizers
The authority b lhe carlo- 

dl«n of the Federal Govern­
ment Fertilizers for the state. 
These are sold to farmers al 
Prices recommended by the 
Federal Department of 
Agriculture.

Food supply: Niger Delta’s scorecard 
Since its inception, the Niger Delta Basin and Rural Develop d 
Authority has been working assiduously to boost the production by 
and offer services in other related areas. Quite a lot has been ac 
the authority, write* nu:-* - - -

'THE Niger Delta co- 
xvers 36269 sq. kilo­

metres of land which is very 
suitable for rice production. To 
augment the productioon of 
the small scale farmers, a large 
Rice Scheme is being developed 
at Peremablrl with a Korean 
Technical Assistance Protocol 
Agreement.

Dynamic and deliberate ef­
forts are made to meet with the 
planting needs of the farmers. 
Seed multiplication is carried 
out In the Authority's major 
production centres at Kpong, 
Percmabiri, Opu-Oko, 
Islokpo, Ebcdcblri, Yenagoa, 
Igbogcne.

policy of th*
thb constraint of 

by rubdn, him to 
j,h .nd prepare hb 

land. Thb b« ««» “ "■ 
going project under He 
authority.
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scale industries:
and problems

3x: t

»enc. "re Stets sisgux' 
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• xie .Tk Data swx 
-nnsnie £ju**r ♦' tesrihhhr
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ccmmass

y s^ii - ci=*- 
ileus* s*aas

-.-32 "Or
-»2?-^33Hiat
CT ’=3R

V.’.*c /V.^x-inr I r.i, 
ion of the Federal Mlnlsln 
Brakh coni (nurd
that IVIra t'almMlne h her 
>ora any kind ot adnldallon 
asd .: is fit tor human con-

;F JWK8SHS-
x ^-.re-re Sx» rf ;t<r . «;
,- /sir ej’PT'S* rrreX a 
•eo ■» here Ott xemiri

tee rzpen pannwin* liquid is 
c.’.iecis. direct’.' from the 
»nrtfMny's owe mpnit pianls- 
Iidt. luuEied »'. Mbiwu, 
kiwrrw <nm ent Lgbema. all 
rr Rr.ert bunt fry spedalfy 
irainet pnimvlne tippers 
employee fry tne company.

wignriBTt laboratory equip­
ment are used for testing the 
with be!ore bottling to avoid 
anultrstion. In order to 
eliminate the presence of 
nacieria. effective processes are 
user io prevent cortermina- 
tion.

Tht Mimaping Director of 
Uk company, Mr. OdogM-a 
suuer that the department of 
rood non Drucs Administra-

l"tfa of September. 19C nc 
?*o yean after. tu» uomtsr* 
hid prefaced tr»*r 21 mllixsi 
bottles nd flr.r.rrM 
throngboc the cnnrr-;

Commenting or pretpazr 
effecting the grvwtr cf "•n i4 
scale indnsries it tne rounr.1 
the Minxpng Director of 
PllmwiEe I2re-»< q-.r rerr 
government err smal 
scale indusutes by vTiu-T-ir; 
land for indcy^r’ he»-»-rrre=r 
purposes, inudenuing 3.-fci« 
to liberalise bark loan.'., sorer* 
process of issuance of Get- 
tifiot'e of Occupancy. yr* — 
son of rtulSes sect as fipc. 
"sier. road ae^ ork. arc enm- 
municstion fidBtiw * hk± vnl 
help in reducing the high ccs. 
of production.

He suggested that g 
ment should embark 
public enlightenment 
gramme to educate the gcrere 
public on the tetgMWtMKe 
tood prexenatioa. a.V ng .ht. 
preservation of pcrtskaXk ,.xx- 
Ucms would result ia ;.-crec«c 
IoihI pixslueiion tn iX* 
tiy, a* Meli m res^xv »v.». ? 
csxciHlnl (o»xl Hm» to? co®- 
suiucis.

the svipoutc tango et ,K 
pnlmwlne luduxus b<s Xv- 
ghvu pix'|S-i ixx\'gnu.,M b.x 
go^rinmvnt ot iX •• 
poHnm u‘le U lx r << . < -
lumping rhe umlonX e^X«t. 
Ik'd VlOIhMUX .

I nlmm «»N?»»vd k^<-, 
15*V ol (hr toinl MxmK rowv ’ 
ihv p»h«ir •vs lot tSsMsvo 
MwhIi, HMM and M«wk. ix\so 
n«v pivumli vttR«|prd In va' 
IrivHI inlvgoUr' Ol v«-n<lvo 
IMvIH III llir p«dll|MiHr
I hv ln» ivn*r In <hr nwmbvi x‘\ 
rliipl.Ol lllt iu III itlr |t*taiii~v 
hlilliilil |i| reVrHI Ih’iv w*s 
mnlilli MlUtalrd III Ihr 
li*a iiiiiid'ri n| iTirem-hmmi 
mid iiiisipiil«ni« irihvi«*r>ii bx 
ihr pivsi-lll Idllllmi itOIvlM 
lili'llt 1‘rliirrll I^IHmid I''*'

I tins, thr tmlniiiliiv Indndii

ezrr.^r.- :■ z^tjrezxt but small zcale industries are e”zer&:-}. _>s
- t?; eser prvspeci: iv sunquer the eternal mariur.? ^r^gr 
—zag — yetu. ^aimwine experience.

Krlore rom, the sx'itsiniip 
t’on habit of t'onsumm nf 
pa.m”.nc left nuu'h to be 
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• b.ch -X d'.'.xk Mas pixslius-st 
'.*■■ 4>e .a the ssuittliy pnv- 
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Whether South Africans ?re",'1"?an° -------------- endure this gradual decline the
- dards could determine the people

—iic com- country’s future. Already. n'mber of 
are moving are voting with their feet. of this

ily joined in immigrants in the first four which
Tealand. year was down 60 per cent to ‘ pcr

beyond had already suffered a e pg^jpg .
ditionni Cent from the year before. of people, ^ond to n

More serious than the ne sOme 
which turned against Sou ..ta|ting the 
time ago. is the type of pe P an 35O 
gap.” In the first <luar,cr. e country than ycar 
more professionals itn (|1C countn qV( arrived. It is professionals jn ils fhp fil

'ecoming will need most if it ,s u F 
sit other increasing isolation. Iechnologtca

Although it is the ["^nnnent. Sou 
advanced country on tn on inlp< 
Africa relies overwhelming.^ repkl 
and has not developed danger 
ments. South Africa® “• lh5ed. but 
lost experuse has not nt. ih(. countn 
more and more brains likelx
the difficulty of keeping up 
‘“eparture of ^S^an 

IBM. General Motors « the e* 
the country also stan I conned 
access to internation 
world class business taic —

sence of the giant corporations provided.
As part of GM’s world-wide network. 

South African executives were plugged in 
to a corporation that sold $94 billion in cars 
last year. On its own. GM South Africa is a 
$230 million giant, but plays in a decidedly 
lesser league.

Smaller firms can read the same signs as 
the big names. At least 75 US companies 
have disposed of their South African 
assets. A host of others are considering j 
following suit. Some of Canada s biggest / 
corporations, including the shoe giant Bata 
and the Falconbndge mining group, say i 
they will also pull out.

Canada earlier ordered South Africa to 1 
close its tourist and airline offices by 1 / 
November. Adding to the annoyance fac­
tor. Canada said it will no longer issue visas ' 
from its embassy in Pretoria, forcing: 
visitors to apply directly to Ottawa or/ 
through a third country.

Japan too will no longer issue visas, and 1 
will discourage Japanese tourism to South 
Africa. Japan. Pretoria’s third largest trad-1 
ing partner, is voluntarily following sane-' 
tions similar to those adopted by the 1 
European Economic Community.

At least four international air carriers 
ive cancelled routes to South Africa, 
ustralia informed Pretoria it will termi­
te landing rights for South African 
rways planes next November. Zambia 
j Zimbabwe, two of the country’s near­

est neighbours, say they will introduce 
sanctions soon, one of which may be the 
loss of landing rights.

Such pinpricks have yet to cause serious 
long-term damage. But the nervousness 
with which Pretoria views their increasing 
numbers is evident in the ferocity with 
which it has tried to prevent them.

De Kock pointed out that South Africa 
fiohtino a battle in which realities come 

impressions. And foreign impre­
ssions are clear: 37,000 fewer businessmen 
visited the country last year than the year 
before, a decline which accelerated this

Jverall. 50.000 fewer visitors arrived in 
the first quarter than did in 1985. a body 
blow to the tourism industry. The biggest 
drop was in visitors from Britain, bv tar the 
biggest source of tourists.

De Kock said the rise in gold prices 
means the second half of the year will 

ly prove more promising than the first, 
long-term improvement depend* ou 

..asic requirements.”
I them- law and order must be 
rd. and “there must be com- 

further political and constitu- 
rm. The financial world is 

optimism in either j

Sanctions
Sanctions approved by the Common­

wealth. the European Economic Com­
munity and the US Congress are - ----
into place. Japan has voluntarily jo the moves. Countries like New Zc Canada and Australia have gone 
the sanctions to introduce additional 
measures.

South Africa remains cut off from 
normal access to credit from the world’s 
major lenders. Trade restrictions, though 
yet to cause serious hardship, have promp­
ted the government to set up a special 
agency to evade them. It is becoming 
harder for South Africans to visi* 
countries, and fewer outsiders are coming 
lo see them.

In its most recent guide to investors, the 
British Overseas Trade Board advises: 
“Unless South Africa can regain entry to 
world markets, it faces steep rises in 
electricity, railway, steel and telecommuni­
cations prices, giving yet another lift to the 
inflation rate.”

While inflation has plummettcd in other 
'*•' countries, in South Africa it still 

near 20 pcr cent. According to the 
.d Bank, the largest in the country 
Barclays announced hs departure.
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Southern Africa
South Africa

The pressure builds r
The withdrawal of Western companies from South Africi 
national confidence, writes Kelly McParland.
rphe harsh economic realities that face "business failures arc occurring at an JL South Africa were laid bare when alarming rate, and political violence is 
Gerhard de Kock, governor of the South underpinned by the economy s sluggis 
African Reserve Bank, addressed the Brit- performance." g.
ish Trade Association in Cape Town. South Africa has repaid more t an 
South Africa's economy, he insisted, is billion in foreign debt since 1984. u 
basically sound. But “politically-induced measures needed at home to main ai 
pressure” is keeping it from performing the flow, said de Kock, “mean fewer■ g 
way it should. available in South Africa for public and

De Kock was speaking before a clutch of private investment and consump 10 
South Africa’s biggest foreign investors therefore a lower long-term grow• „
announced plans to pull out. But even than would otherwise have been p 
without that shock the future looked __ 
anything but happy.

He said the flood of money leaving th> 
country since international lendet 
announced restrictions a year ago “poses 
greater threat to the South Africai 
economy than the kinds of trade sanction: 
that are likely to be imposed.

“It has already resulted in a weakei 
exchange rate, a higher inflation rate and a 
lower rate of real economic growth than 
would otherwise have been the case." 

South Africa is experiencing the steady 
drip-drip-drip of confidence sapping 

' economic pressures that can do more than 
any other influence to isolate the country 
and undermine its determination to go its 
own way.
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the hank'-, future These areas
increasingly became r.ur-.f.e. the Far East. 
Australia, and above ;tii. the US.

But investing in the US meant cultivat­
ing zXmencan domestic opinion which in 
the past year has been moving away from 
maintaining economic link; with Pretona. 
Efforts b\ black Congressmen in the US to
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out the stalwarts of British i..uustry with substantial assets tied up in South Africa 
like British Petroleum (BP). Consolidated 
Goldfields. Courtaulds. and Imperial 
Chemical Industries (IC1), seem unlikely 
to pull out of South Africa, at least in the 
near future. Companies like Consolidated 
Goldfields, which has a 40 per cent stake in 
Goldfields of South Africa (GFSA), have a 
very profitable relationship with the apar­
theid system and rely heavily on the large 
reservoir of black labour from within the 
Bantustans. or across the border from 
neighbouring countries.

A recent documentary on British tele­
vision showed how the UK parent com­
pany. Consolidated Goldfields, consistent­
ly paid lower wages to their miners than 
their mam competitors, including the whol­
ly South African owned Anglo-American. 
At a labour dispute earlier this year, four 
miners were killed, and in the course of the . 
documentary it was revealed that* the I 
company has a private army of 6.000 well I 
armed men. equivalent to ten full batta- I 
lions, to keep law and order on mine 11 
property This is almost larger than some 13 
national armies in southern Africa.

A recent study by the Swiss-based. I 
Institute for Research and Information on .„aJur British bank
Multinationals called ‘European Multina- ‘ cmndnrd Chartered. Tbis
tionals In South Africa, argues that most J- AlTrioi, JStandard cou,d h3ve
European mutlinationals are unwilling to is one ban , P • d Barber- 
pull out of South Africa. The author. Dr "■> ««<« 
Geoffrey Hamilton, said one of the mam served as a m..«u —- j
reasons for their reluctanee was that | Eminent Arsons Group. Genera 

U-R1CAN CON'-' -CEMBER

...

a',n»uCnced ba,nk-H'" / ^tSndarH
pans ,0 M > a „e„s next target, says Garba

/ Niger; Maj Genera" lasl expressed surprise at Lord Barber’s

/ United MPf!'manc"< represtn, P. Gar6a’ fai,ure <® ‘niUate the same action as Sir I 
dec Sil ?a"ons’ said T'","“,ve 10'he Timothy.
~ !? pud °ut of Sn.uu Vf. Bank's “I hope he will sec the sense of such a
5n£appt»;‘? ,,na' blow to tho^“ica rep' move- however if a new approach is

/ “If pollcy- 6 Constnic,ive required, the UN Special Committee will

rf.s P "T or Western nooU,cr campaign against Shell. “It is natural that I
- are ‘constraint.ca" Ule mAI»r ®H companies operating in South I

, , u’— "c0 engaged’.” Africa should be lhe key targets for anti-
/ «.. a added that Barrl ■> apartheid actions," he stressed. I
/ Go JrfV|denc<' ,ha< the drKisio" H1s On wider issues in Southern Africa /
/ rener?^"' ,0*ards So’mhlr^^ Brilish Garba CIPrBscd dcep «>"“"> at the grou-7 
/nJ; ",c 'entim-JAfrica docs not ing evidence of South Africa’s complicit, /
/ people.” """tents of (he British the air crash that killed Presidents^ ”/ 
/ lavs sh„ ”f ,h« decision ■ c Machel ot ^’"Cambique. He said: “Whale,. I
I "°nld cease their B ,ba( Hare- er conclusions arc eventually reached as » / 
/ inteZo rlTorts to r™,.„™,;’™"’'i"Sou'h ,he cause of the crash, his death h^01 

virfnrna,ional d°bt andCn|Otlale ,ts massive highlighted again the war situation »<»«'/ 
nL ?ny S^l facilhL ab°”ru“ lo pro- prevailing in Southern Africa. n°w /

* bank being formed fol scr''ccs to lhe This is why we arc seeking UN m / 
sin.?i,Garbawasln S°UthArri^^,, <w.»‘ comprehensive sanctions, and thk ’

I s w'lh leaders of ..London tor discus- why we are so angered by the stand of tb /
/. I0Vcment ,""d »'*erc.mnl"“J-Par<bl'id British Government, a government u-h* k 
/Ferf,ons‘ Hc roca//ed C^mpa,^ninR organ- not only vetoes effective sanctinnh 
R^'r81 Gove«’nment h h.°W.‘n 19™ the measures, but even boycotts UN seminir!

/ it« cdays opcrotions in tned ,0 res,ricl and conferences on policies which it c/_ m '

- - - >=/
Another anti.aDar,k licenced the export of advanced ntUlt,

"wsmen, was (he oih~r“d !argel- be ‘°'d radar systems by Plessey and Ma^' 
n South Africa Sia„i Jor nri,ish bank South Africa w hich gives her air super“" 
“onebnni. . ’ andard Char..„d .This in lhe region. “Some searching „u“r"-’/

> ------  us ™ > wh'ch cou|d have should be asked into what rule ry,^ - J?"5
«ryed as a mernbej7r”a"’ Eord Barber, menl played in lhe crash of PrJp. p'/ 
Enunent Person, f lhc Commonwealth Machel’s aircraft." he concluded. dcnl

IM6 -------m^ Cruera, GaX

47

anti-apa 
made it _.wU, 
change their 
ment. even t!,vi 
such as Prudem 
Engineering, and the 
Samuel, have all u . <
diwnvesl this year. <l -P'a"‘>° a -

a jk.wevK, iProfitable relationship
I United _-.viuys —aWith apartheid system decision IO pull out of South Africa r“p 

"T —------- - ------------ resented the final blow to the constructive
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BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE 
USTIICT SIX

THE MONEY ORDER 
and WHITE GENESIS 
SEMBENEOUSMANE 
435 90894 4 UK and Europe 
435 90895 2 Ex|x>rt

JAGUANANA
CYPRIAN FKWENSI 
435 90678 X UK and Europe 
435 906798 Export

Workforce
26.231
22.848
16.503
22.880

5.870
93.851

1.760
236

8.198

I K INVESTMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA: 
(in millions of rand) 

Assets 
R 1(1.458 
R 10.153 
R 1.607 
R 780 
R 650 

Consolidated Goldfields R 489
Blue Circle R 410
Hill Samuel* R 226
Couitaulds R 195

TIME OFTHE BUTCHERBIRD
ALEX LA GUM A 
43590758 1 UK and Europe 
43590759X Export

A DISTANT VIEW OF A 
MINARET
ALIFARIFAAT
435909126 UK and Europe 
43590913 4 Export

The Time vf 
the Butcher BirdAFRICAN SHORT STORIES

Eds CHINUAACHEBE 
andC L INNES
435 905368 UK and Europe
43590537 6 Export

disinvestment plans announced
(R 1-USS 2.2422)

HeiflCmaim Educations! Books Ltd, Sanders Lodge Estate. RUSHDFH. Northants NN109RZ
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Fine writing from South Africa to Trinidad to be published this spring

might not want to leave South Africa. First 
they still interpret anti-apartheid pressure 
to leave South Africa as unwarranted 
interference in their commercial affairs. 
They argue that to succumb to such leaving. Europeans, 
pressure, would be to "get involved in the 
political affairs of another country.” 
Secondly, none of the major E_.„,___ s
companies has yet realised that the current Some European 
situation poses a dangerous threat to their ‘h:,nr*‘ “» ’-:ke ' 
tuture business operations. Until they 
perceive the situation as threatening, they 
will not feel disposed to leave South 
Africa.

Thirdly. Europe an companies m South 
Africa, while developing a cosy relation 
ship with their white S iuth African coun­
terparts. hardly come into contact with 
their black employees at all. most of whom 
come into the cities merely for work, and 
‘hen return to the townships before dark. 
Thus they are incapable of knowing the 
extent of black resent "lent which is 
simmering in the townships US companies 
o.' the other hand, have generally hail a 
better relationship with their black cm- 

why ployees and even those companies that

"Europeans do not have the option of 
returning to a big enough home market " 
This, plus histoneal links with South Africa 
compared with more recent US commer­
cial links, means that pulling out of South 
Africa is ’.kely to be a more traumatic 
experience for UK companies than for US 
firms. US investment in South Africa 
represents 1 per cent of worldwide US 
investment, and the South African 
economy remains little more than a back­
water for Amer, can investors

A report prepared by the Foreign Com­
mercial Service branch of the US Com­
merce Department in October, described 
South Africa (to the fury of the Pretoria 
Government) as. "just another African 
state — a chronic debtor, import starved, 
ridden with ethnic diversities, a repressive 
regime unable to manage its own domestic 
constituency in any positive way. whose 
only leverage is its ability to manipulate 
foreign governments and attract inter­
national attention for better or worse 
This assessment of. South Africa and its 
overall importance, is in stark contrast to 
the view held of South Africa by European 
and British companies.

British companies, for example, have 10 
per cent of all overseas investment in South 
Africa. Hamilton cites three reasons 
he believes that European companies

lo improve the lot of their workers.
But a fourth reason for European reluct­

ance to withdraw is ironicallv bound up 
with the fact that so many US firms are 

according to some 
sources are secretly delighted that US 
companies are pulling out and sec in it the 

European possibility of new business opportunites, 
c-----  r:---------- 1 companies, given the
chance to take over business from US 
companies, have allowed • hort term profit 

.y to outweigh ’he more rational logic of 
leaving while still ahead *

How long they would be prepared to 
stay in f*'; event of real social upheaval is 
difficu1* to say

BUCKINGHAM PALACE: 
DISTRICT SIX
RICHARD RIVE
435 90918 5 UK and Europe
435 90919 3 Export

NO PAIN LIKE THIS BODY
HAROLD SONNY LADOO 
435 98874 3 UK and Europe 
435 988751 Export
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Ministerial meeting

"""Thewnimuiees report 
is expected 
on an

I tificdistribution
production ■

I

stin officials were 
ov" a,'ent as at last week 

this apocalyptic report 
be n mdiHerencc that has 
tern SOmelhi°g ot a pat- 
tim»> 1 Was not thc l*rst 
wOi,iHthat thc Economist

tarly this year, it oublish 
another diatribe on it 

$runiming how the leader- 
,>P wore a smiling visage as 

nation drives towards

visit to Nigeria. It would be 
her first visit, since her ap­
pointment early this year — 
and the tilth by British of­
ficials.

Chalker. representing 
Wallasey Constituency in 
Parliament will hold talks 
with Federal 'Government 
officials and visit Kano. She 
will later depart Nigeria for 
Henin Republic and Ghana.

As Minister ot State in 
the British Foreign Office, 
Chalker’s responsibilities 
include the EEC and Sub- 
Saharan Africa.

Bntish-Nigeria relations 
went cold during the Buhari 
administration tollowing 
disagreements over the tate 
of political fugitives in Bri­
tain. Rapprochment 
began under (he Baoangma 
regime with a visit in 
September last year by 
British Foreign Secretary, 
Sir Geottrey Howe.

Since then, Nigeria’s 
Foreign Minister, Professor 
Bolaji Akinyemi visited Bri­
tain in January*-

Unit report. Political risk 
i reports on countries in 

developing world is an in­
dustry in the West and are 
usually sponsored and 
tailored to say what the 
sponsors would like them to :

1 say.

PHILLIPP1NE

Government
assets for sale

Trust after being spared 
(UJtrom a scary coup plot, 
Philippine President, .Mrs. 
Corazon Aquino caved in 
to pressures from her coun­
try’s creditors to sell 
government businesses.

Last week, this began in 
earnest with 108 govern­
ment companies put under 
thc auctioneers’ hammer. 
Aquino’s government was 
expected to realise N20.7 
billion from the three-day 
sales.

“ The sale oi government 
corporations is both a 
necessary measure to 
alleviate the very heavy 
strain on the national 
budget and an imperative ot 
national economic growth 
and development based on 
the private sector,” said 
Mrs. Aquino wf 
over the auction.

Depending on the suc­
cess of this, Mrs. Aquino 
would follow up with 
government disinvestment 
>n 369 companies, worth i 
MA u k.ii.__ wo—

| that oil Pn<

.. oil pn« stiH 
“around S15 dollars a 

low 
ued with the 40 

barrel in 1981 and

v* .0 OPEC countries 

/ear, a situa-

Cementing ties
real Britain, is further 

Cjcementing its ties with 
its erstwhile colony, 
Nigeria.

On January 4. Bntish 
Minister ot 
Foreign 
monwealth

btaje at the 
and Com- 

. ..........  office, Mrs.
With declining sales 1 Lynda Chalker will begin a

Fand a-st.U-uncertain oil I ■— - -..............-
Tarket, the Organisation ol I 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- I 
tries (OPEC) continues el- , 
Jons to map out a well-oiled | 

j strategy to shore up I 
■ and perhaps push it 

j barrel,----- . a disturbing 
when contrast

I dollar a ' —
i 2b Uullu' 

datu I Of this
'ho presided I revenue to OPEL CUUlIl 
1 | as a result of the slump

; S50 billion this year, a situa- .I tion OPEC President, / 
I Rilwan Lukman described ■ 
‘ -'»• traumatic. are no 

illusion
ices may crawl 

back to Its old glory. But 
they are concerned ‘all the 
same to ensure that prices 
do not tall too low.

The OPEC Quota < 
mittee met in Genev 
week and1 it is, expected to 
present a final report to the

An apocalyptic 
report
IV’gcria, Africa’s giant 
J- ’and economic hope, is

Unit can°T,Sl s ,ntclbgcncc 
unXT -l?Cr” a" 
thai political 
ennahsmg to I 
L ' ,ou8h 
rneasurcs 
Populace 
days 01 the r.„„...L 
numT Rul,n8°^undi' 
“umbered.
Forces'., ?Urrent Armcd 
be h Ruling Council will 
grou'Taccd c-'hcr by a 
fleer? ° ,c,low senior ot- 
saysth°r by lhcir juniors,” 
Amer C report written by an 

~'rican, Stephen Wright. 
p report, sold tor 175 
nurope and 5145 in the 

leadePrrsT'S ,ha' thc 
^estern 
Slal?c Secming pro-Western 
rTm" °' thc —

Nigerian 
silent

N6.9 billion.
About 400 foreign ana 

local businessmen were in 
' Manilla last week to pick up 

the companies being 
discarded.

How far can this 
□isinvestment measure im­
pact on the N66 billion debt 
inherited from Marcos?

Diplomatic observers are 
doubtful. But there is no 
stopping the privatisation 
binge that has become the 
recent resort of Third 
World countries, in similar 
debt throes like the Philip­
pine.
It appeared however last 

week that Aquino’s 
measures were drawing the 
necessary endorsement 
from quarters that mat­
tered. The World Bank has 
approved a S35U million
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.i, , ‘ ........ nearly six months
,lw .1 Mgn.hu.nt xhlft wa. underwav in 
policy towards han. Wlth Western 

mg to reach the fun- 
for the tirst time since

media outlets con- 
up on a study 

•‘ig/i Report, a 
London-based

were acting as 
sponsored proxies jn aiding 
Little interest was shown 
media in those stones.

Suddenly. however, the newspapers and 
the airwaves are filled with articles examin­
ing the Iran-arms-Contra connection. It is

this furore that seems reminiscent of 
Watergate, with usually respectful and 
curious commentators speaking in bitter 
terms of -White I louse duplicity" and "the 
President’s appalling performance."

Ronald Reagan described the current 
scene accurately when he complained m a 
Time magazine interview that T've never 
seen the sharks circling like they are now 
with blood in the water."

Even some of the President s strongest 
allies in the press have deserted him on Uns 
occasion. Widely syndicated conservative 
columnists hke George Will and William 
Safire have sharply criticised the administ­
ration for arming a state that Reagan 
described not long ago as a part of “a new 
international Murder. Inc.

US press silent
Indeed. AmcncmT nwdi 

cpicuously failed to follow , 
that ran last June in /-'on 
bulletin published by the 
L< oiunnist.

l-.m inn Report stated ne.;,„ „
ago that., significant sh.ft was unden 
I S policy towards Iran, with w, 
armaments beginnn 
damenlahst regime

' 19X3.
I he second map 

that the profits fn.........
. been diverted to the Nica
* came from a most unli

Ronald Reagan: the charm has faded
Row land Evans and Richard Novak, 

right-win pundits on close terms with the 
W hitc I louse, wrote angrily of the ‘Byzan­
tine twilight o*t Reagan administration 
foreign policy,L--while Charles Krautham­
mer ot the New Republic, one of the 
leading liberal defenders ol the "Reagan 
doctrine." expressed his scorn at this 

ry — episode.
had This turnaround in media treatment of 

the Reagan presidency, after vears of 
generally supportive coverage, is nothing 
less than startling. What caused so abrupt 
and sweeping a change ’ Partly it is the 
product of events that simply do not lend 
themselves to a sympathetic interpretation 
Even Vice-President George Bush con­
cedes that serious policy “mistakes" were 
made. And Reagan himself implicitly ack­
nowledged that a debacle had occurred by 
dismissing one top aide and accepting 
another’s resignation

Still, it this were a unique failuiv on the 
pari of an otherwise unblemished administ-

jor facet of the stop 
rom the arms deals 
■- -•uaragii.in contras — 

c.inw Ullin a mnsl unlikely source US 
Attorney -General I dwin Meese

Reports have regulars run in left-wing 
journals user the years alleging that vari­
ous countries, including Israel. Saudi 
Arabia and Argentina, when under milit­
ary rule, were acting as Washingion- 
sponsored proxies jn aiding the contras. 
Little interest was shown by the mass

Reagan: the media backlash 
Sem"Reaga^inCS how » fawning media have turned against

C'draw-n here between ^’nslai”l>' bein8 

has engulfed Ronald "d scandal that 
House and the \\ate‘ Ke*>gan's White 
nated m Richard Nix e.a"a*r.l*1at culmi- 
president in 1974. \t _°n s res*gnation as 
situations do seem s._'. asPccls the two 
on one important resn^ s>milar. but 
press — there are crucial"?ffhe rO,e °f thc

It wa> the most prestu,,d,ffcrenccs 
in particular the lV,>«/’U°Us ncwspapers. 
uncovered much of th.. ^nsl- diat 
with Watergate. L ’ e?al‘ly associated

Persistent, hard-hutino

Party headquarters ln \v" 1* Democrall<- 
mainstream media acted a'h,"8lt’n- Thv 
c.ltaLstthenincausini.r "C Pnmiir> 
its own probes. 8 Co'’Press to mmate

ThR time, however nn 
revelations in the It m ir 'R ° 11e ■ 

... ..........
ration had violated its 

in th tu'"? WeaP°ns ’’an 
L ‘ “wtnRton Post but in

1 S r i'oitt'i s. I?'"1" • Was onh then »hat 

i-i h.™ d.c sXu ,cs;hcr!‘11 Israel to Tehran ' ™"C|1

naled in the VS 
thc Reagan adtninisti 
own embargo on 
appeared not ij 
a Beirut magazi 

reporters bei 
from the ?
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ration, the press’s reaction might not have 
been quite so vociferous. As it is. the 
revelations about Iran and thc Contras 
came on top of a long series of gaffes and 
defeats experienced by Reagan and his 
aides during the past few months.

The Libya disinformation campaign, the 
override of thc President’s veto on South 
African sanctions, the transparent attempt 
to portray the failed Iceland summit as a 
success, the downing of a US cargo plane 
inside Nicaragua and the Republicans’ loss 
of Senate in last month’s elections have all 
contributed to the cumulative impression 
of a President who has lost his celebrated 
Teflon coating

Reagan’s sudden political vulnerability; 
has caused a torrent of pent-up criticisms 
to be let loose. Some members of the) 
White House press corps have long been 
sorely frustrated by the President’s ability 
to glide gracefully past what seemed to be 
damaging stones about his "disengage­
ment" from the doings of his administra­
tion .

A few conscientious reporters have re- 
peatedlv detailed various presidential lap­
ses and misjudgements, but such stones 
have seldom had much impact, nor were 
they doggedly pursued by most established 
outlets. Reagan’s high popularity ratings' 
consistently shielded him from press 
attacks to thc point where many 
Washington correspondents plainly! 
decided that n would be easier and more, 
advantageous to their careers to join the, 
chorus singing thc President\ praises.

Friendly relations
And despite thc current stream of con­

demnations. it is not certain that thc 
media’s friendly relations with Reagan, 
have been irreparably ruptured Some 
observers note, lor example, that the 
press’s mood has not yet reached thc level 
of hostility and blatant disgust that charac-. 
tensed the final stages of both thc Nixon; 
and Carter administrations.

Moreover, a few analysts arc noticeably 
reluctant to write a political obituary for; 
thc Reagan administration. R W Apple, 
the .\< ir York Times' chief W hite House) 
correspondent, noted that while the Presi-I 
dem has indeed suffered a precipitous drop 
of 21 points on his public approval ratings.' 
the same polls contain "evidence that Mr 
Reagen might be able to regain at least a 
measure of the public trust he has lost."

CBS reporter Bill Plante has. 
meanwhile, spoken guardedly of the possi­
bility of a popular backlash against the 
press should it be perceived as "hounding" 
Reagan unfairly

Plante asserted that reporters do have a 
"duty to do their jobs thoroughly." but 
that they should also proceed carefully, 
given the years of rapport with the Presi­
dent that are only now coming to an end — 
perhaps.
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oj a child: Malnutrition increasing in many countries.
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celebrated with UNICEF by putting up 
thrilling performances at the Eko Holi­
day Inn, to entertain the anniversary 
participants. It was a display bt 
beautiful choreography and dance steps. 
They also rendered the assertive tune ot 
the United Artists "We are the World."

The children, all from Corona School, 
Victoria Island, had come to add colour 
to the UNICEF 40th anniversary 
celebration at which the wife of the 
President, Mrs. Maryam Babangida was 
expected. She was to launch a UNICEF 
publication — "The State of the 
World’s'Children 1987.” But it was 
Ohkoye Ransome-Kuh the Minister of 
Health that stood in tor the First Lady. 
The launching ot the report itselt could 
not be performed by the minister who

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER ,986

UNICEF marks its 40th anniversary and draws acute at 
tention to the plight of the world’s children.

•-keep’11*

^phe fortieth year anniversary ot the 

United Nations Childen Emergency 
^und (UNICEF) marked throughout the 
world last week ottered another oppor­
tunity tor global reflection on the fate ol 
the world’s seven million children dying 
every year. Overall, tremendous pro­
gress was reported in the Child Survival 
Revolution launched by the UNICEF in 
>982. The prospect has driven to the 
back stage the grim pictures ot mounting 
infant mortality rate ot previous years.

In the last five years the lives of the 
over tour million children were saved 
through UNICEF’s greatly popularized 
low-cost preventive methods such as im­
munization and oral rehydration 
therapy (ORT). Last week in Lagos, 
children, mostly under the age of five,
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Nwankwo

University 
said t 
dispensation 
debt —",,n 
the <

historical 
economic 
U.S

IMfeg fte economy
What are the options left to bail out Nigeria’s depressed 
economy? Economists and political Scientists give various 
suggestions.

domestic product, exports ear­
nings utilised on debt service 
payments are considered more 
indicative of a country’s ex­
posure and its burden of exter­
nal indebtedness.

Then Aluko-Olokun went 
further to state what the objec­
tives of appropriate debt 
management strategy for 
Nigeria. The objectives, he 
said: "will be to improve the 
debt piofile in me immediate 
period by stretching-out the 
bunched maturities; reduce the 
burden of debt servicing, and

promote a conducive environ­
ment for resumed growth in 
the mcdium-to-long term.”

He then suggested a "multi­
year rescheduling” strategy so 
that the country’s major 
obligations will be stretched to 
the next century, and can bor­
row more to improve produc­
tive capacity and resume 
growth so as to be able to repay 
the loans. This rescheduling 
option was accepted by Dr. 
Akintola Bello, head of the 
department of Finance, 
University of Lagos He 
however; argued that the 
leadership of the country must 
display financial discipline, 
align monetary and fiscal 
policies on one hand, and

monetary and fiscal policies 
with policies on agriculture and 
industry on the other, to make 
rescheduling meaningful.

But Professor G. Nwankwo, 
former director of the 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
disagreed with the 
rescheduling option & 
gested by AJuko-Olokun. 
observed that the goal 
Western creditors

materially and 
“">■ lrom the 

eloped economies of 
and America," one 

^rnS^nt said.
—Mimi War!boko
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)ositi°n 
from lhe

A part of activities to mark I 
its silver jubilee, the 

Nigerian institute of Interna­
tional Affairs organised a 
three-day seminar last week.

Nigeria’s International 
Economic Relations: Dimen­
sions of Dependency and 
change was the theme of the 
seminar which drew par­
ticipants from all over Nigeria 
and outside.

LagOs State Governor, Mike 
Akhigbe opened the seminar 
Tuesday, observing that the 
nature of Nigeria’s economic 
relations and dependency have 
not changed in the last 2001 
years.

While the scope of external 
relations had widened and 
types of commodities traded 
changed, the status of Nigeria 
as an importer of finished 
goods and professional services 
from developed countries re­
main unchanged, Akhigbe 
noted.

Following the trail blazed by 
the governor, Mr. Isaac Obasi 
lecturer in the University of 
Lagos^in a paper he presented 
argued that the dependent 
character of Nigerian economy 
originated from the pattern of 
the incorporation of the 
economy into the. World 
Capitalist System. Nigeria was 
made to be the exporter of 
primary' products, and provide 
market for manufactured 
goods from the West.

Professor J. K. Onoh, in his 
Paper, "Nigeria’s debt and the 
Western Clubs” drew the at­
tention of the participants to 
the fact that it is not absolute 
volume of debts which matters 
but the burden of the debt on 
an economy. This view was 
also shared by Aluko-Olokun 
who pointed out that in­
dicators such as proportions of 
external reserve to gross
AFRICAN CONCORD 21 DECEMBER 1986
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ment ot the bank to deal with

ly. The decision ot the lAF’s

J

______ Lil
Awachukwu. LabourMinisttr

sent c
August, 1986 industrial action

submitted bids for the US S75 
million ottered for sale were 
successf ul. The highest bid rate 
ol N3.5O21 to a dollar was

I he Industrial Arbitration 
Panel (1AP) intervened and 
ordered the workers back to

fhe external value ot the 
naira is now equivalent to 
33.25 American Cents com-

the pared to 33.33 American Cents 
last week.

The buying rates fixed tor 
the six other traded currencies 
last Thursday were N4.5696 
(Pound Sterling), N 1.5932

' NI.9042 
NO.4863
N 1.4091 

(Dutch Guilder) and N0.0197 
(Japanese Yen).

— Nimi Wariboko
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

week when the CBN lowered i 
the marginal rate of N4.2U26 to 
N3.8525 to dollars. The Hi­

ding in Lagos last Thursday to 
halt the naira from lurther ap­
preciating against the US 
dollars. It rejected the In a dramatic move, a 
marginal rate of N2.9900 to representative ot the Continen- This still stood

tai Merchant Bank (CMB) that minimum liquidity

I 
Last Thursday’s intervention I

‘ argument was in line with one 
ot the protestations in the 
numerous posters the union 
had displayed in vanous'tman- 
cial institutions and its Herbert 
Macaulay national sccretanal 
in Lagos.

The union argued that the 
cost ot maintaining two 
management staff in financial 
institutions exceeded the an­
nual wages ot 100 junior 
workers while "bad debts," 
which resulted from loans ap­
proved by management had 
gone up to N2 billion. It con­
tended that the amount was 
enough to create jobs lor the 
country’s unemployed 
graduates and that the millions 
of naira sent abroad by in­
surance companies under lhe 
guise ol spreading risks were 
never repatriated.

It was the view of the union 
that the sack of First Bank 
workers was a direct result d 

| "the patriotic efforts’’ ol

Wank workers spoil for war
Bank workers are threatening a Christmas show-down over work 
conditions.
JToilowing lhe unresolved 

impasse between the  .
Management ot First Bank and discuss the present state of 
its employees, the members ot their grievances but AJncan only to senior management 
the National Union ot Banks, Concord learnt that unF a the stall. 
Insurance and Financial In- present negotiation between 
stitutions Employees the union, government of- 
(NUBIF1E) are on the verge of ticials and banks’ employees 
paralysing the country’s association succeeded, the work, allowing the manage- 
economic activities through a strike would go on. The pre- 
nation-wide strike action, star- sent crisis has its genesis in the any stall who refused to comp- sa'ck ol tftc 31. He said 
ting from December 19. August, 1986 industrial action ly. The decision ot the lAP’s JURJor - •—

-- ------- minimum rate ot N2.990U to a stitl-d of cash. He revealed
ned at the 12th SFEM bid- dollar. Thus turned out to be that returns rendered by com- |

the marginal rate which cleared mercial and merchant banks to i
the market ot the sum ottered CBN indicated that the average 1
tor sale. liquidity ratio in the banking I

In a dramatic move, a system was about 50 per cent. ,
This still stood above the . 
-------------------1:-—J...,. ratl0 Of 25 1 

initially requested tor 2.25 per cent stipulated by the ■ 
million dollars announced that CBN. 
CMB would only buy one 
million dollars. Other dealers 
also registered their disap-

below N3.2O and who may be not slip. The Naira must not be 
willing to buy at the CBN appreciated bclore the 
determined rate were required economy became responsive to 
to signify their intention^ measures enunciated in L.. 
before the close of business Structural Adjustment Pro­
hours last Thursday. gramme such as export promo-

That decision cut off 10 tion and inflow ot foreign 
banks whose bids fell below capital. This could not be 
N3.2O. Initially, 39 banks that realised at an exchange rate

that is too low, the CBN boss (Deutsche Mark), 
said. (Swiss Franc),

He used the opportunity to (French Franc),
debunk the claims of bankers, 

quoted by Habib Bank, while industrialists, and protes 
Allied Bank quoted the sionals that the eccnomy was
54

ty director ot Foreign Opera­
tions, Mr. Felix 1 ; ‘ ‘ 
nounced that: "The Central 
Bank is not prepared to sell at o
less than N3.2O. It your rate is dulkadir Ahmed said that the cent appreciation in the ex er- 
below N3.20 and you arc ready intervention is justified and nal value ot the naira.
to buy al N3.20 you arc allow- consistent with the CBN’s role But the last intervention e o
ed. If you don’t want to buy at as the regulator ot the a depreciation ot 6.2 per ccn
our rate you will not be country’s financial system. against the American do ar,
penalised.’’ The intervention was to en- when the naira would have ap-

Dcalers whose bid rates were sure he said that lhe rate did prcI?‘atc^w^’33

Lidl punt oui the naira
The Naira would have continued its upward climb last week but 
tor CBN’s intervention.
’J'hc Central Bank intcrve-

ruling appeared to have given 
the bank’s management an 
elbow room to get rid of its 
recalcitrant staff. Among the 
striking junior workers, 31 ol 
them lost their jobs and the 
management claimed they tail­
ed to comply with IAP’s rul­
ing.

lhe sack appears to have 
given the union members and 
officials a plausible excuse to 
vent their anger against their 
employers. A bank worker who 
identified himself simply an 
union member said their 
grievances had gone beyond 
•J-— nt th<» 11 He V21d

junior bank workers were 
agitating tor a comprehensive 
review ot their service condi­
tions which tilted only in 
favour ot senior staff. His

The union’s nanonal ex- b; junior workers ot the First 
ecutive was not ready to Bank who kicked against the 

increase in rent subsidy granted

It rejected
Oto nt Ml 1MU

one US dollar which emerged 
after all bids were recorded.

The ovation from bidders 
heralding the unprecedented 
low exchange rate had hardly, million dollars. Other dealers was the second since the com-
aicd down before the Central also registered their disap- mcncement ot SFEM 12 weeks

,gena. s ^-’BN)depu- proval but deferred their deci- ago. The first was in the sixth
sion to buy until after con- ’ ’’ '

Egwaihidc an- suiting their offices.
1 hp (>nir.i Later al a prcss confercnce, 

the CBN governor, Alhaji Ab- tervcntion led to an 8.6 per 
dulkadir Ahmed said that the "------ •-*-

is justified and 
consistent with the CBN’s role 
as the regulator ot the 

be country’s financial system.
The intervention was to en-
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However, the request fell

officials, legal advisors and

I

meats due on 
September

Snamdi Anyadike
55

by thtf

It comprises :
rheduling of SI.5 billion 

pnnciple of medium term 
debt falling due by the end of 
1987.

There is a grac 
years effective

workers who had queried the 
siphoning of funds abroad and 
concentrating profits in the 
iiands of senior management 
staff.

Another union member said 
First Bank management hid 
under the junior workers’ 
strike action last August to em­
bark on a massive witch- 
hunting exercise. The union ex­
ecutive is using the case of a 
staff at the Ojo Military Can­
tonment branch of the bank 
who was sacked even though 
staff at the branch did not take 
part in the strike action.

— Frank Igwebueze
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

AJncan Concord was in­
formed that the staff, (name 
withheld) a supervisor, was 
scheduled to have commenced 
a senior officers’ course in 
November but had to be sack­
ed. A the 1AP, documents 
were tendered to show that the 
supervisor worked and in tact 
balanced his books on August 
7, the same day management 
alleged he was absent from du­
ty. There was also another case 
of a I emale secretary at the 
bank’s Agegc branch who wt-j 
allegedly sacked tn connection 
with the strike even though she 
was on yearly vacation.

A union executive who did 
not want his name in punt told 
AJncan Concord that the IAP 
had requested First Bank 
management to go and resolve 
the issues involved with the af­
fected staff but the manage­
ment reneged. He was confl­
uent that the union executive 
would muster enough support 
from its members nation wide 
if it was forced to embark on 
the strike.

The National Secretary of 
the Union, Mr. O. Taiwo — 
the only member allowed to 
speak with the press could not 
be reached for comments. He 
was said to be "very busy” at­
tending scries of meetings with 
other members of the national 
executive. Sources at the 
secretariat said nothing much 
has happened to make the 
union change its stand but ex­
pressed the hope that current 
moves might provide solutions.
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political advantage 
.he Nigerian Govern 

refusing w draw on 1 is worth
being 

commercial 
.u'estion the Nige- 
1 | very soon have

banks that advise 
arg. I 

Brothers

assess the agreement negc.  
•in 20 November between 
Nigeria and the Barclays Ban1

Migcnan uuiMdia with amortisation over si* .
they have no intention of draw- years. Nigeria will have to pay a charge" 
mg on the facility. But the letter '/. percent renegotiation fee. bank’'ubli< 
'of intent and the introduction of • a restructuring of some S2 rian P 
a foreign exchange auction in billion in arrears on short term to an* 
Lagos opened the year for debt letters of credit, to cover pay­

agencies, 
the two

mgs are successful, then Nigeria 
will end 1986 with a major debt 
rescheduling package that in- “vet 
eludes its two main creditor 300 . 
groups This will bring to a head the agreement negotiated on r 
a series of negotiations that their behalf by the Barclays t 
have been continuing through- Bank-led steering committee. S- 
out the start of the year Behind cannot be absolutely guaranteed which 
the complex web surrounding but the strong likelihood is that ha
the debt talks in Washington the banks will accept Essential* 
and London lies Nigeria's deter- ly the proposed agreement cov- 
mination not to accept a full ers 1987 and the financing gap 
IMF loan package The refusal that without agreement would 
to take the loan, while at the have meant a debt service equi- 
same time recognising the need valent to 72 per cent ot exports, 
for fresh finance from both This has now been cut to a more 
commercial and official sources, 
provided one of the main stick­
ing points. First the Pans Club 
and then, early in the year, the 
London Club demanded a full

Imminent debt package agreement?
 or before 26

September 19.86 The grace 
period extends until 19.88 after 
which monthly repayments be­
gin with completion due by 
December 1990. Nigeria wtfj 
also have to pay a per cent 
renegotiating fee

5320 million new loan ini- 
year. but with the 

■uU..v wr..—i of conversion 
n medium term loan There 

ice period 
z  ion over 
However there are 

jrovisiuns 1) Nigeria

VJid-December is likely to rescheduling talks to begin in 
a crucial period for earnest with the two clubs In a 

Nigeria as two important events memorandum to the creditor 
in Nigeria’s debt rescheduling banks which met in London 
Senda converge. during November, the IMF in

I he first is the meeting on 12 effect ask«’ .he banks to treat 
I December of Nigeria’s commer- Nigeria’s case 'sympathetically'. 
' lalI bank creditors grouped to- However, the request fell raether under the London club', partly on deaf ears and the O a $320 million new loan im- 
I'hey will be coming together to commercial banks put stiff con- tially for one year ,h.- 

assess the agreement negotiated ditions tn the wav before grant- automatic option 
ing any new monev and agre- to a medium term nun 
cing to reschedule Nigeria's will be a three year graci 

led steering committee which commercial debi. For its part followed by amortisa'i. 
negotiates on their behalf the the Nigerian team of four years. I 
agreement was reached only in negotiators, led bv finance important provisions u nigciu 
principle, and has to be ratified minister Dr Chu Okonewu and must provide IMF and World 
"> the meeting of all Nigeria’s including the governor of the Bank certification that their per- 
dW creditor’s banks. Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) formance is on the right tract

The second crucial event is ™N -T1 1' ,l':" ,lre agreement wi n
di: two day meeting starting on officials, legal advisors and regard to medi 
15 December of Nigeria’s offi- senior staff from the ’troika’ of letters of credi 
cia, creditors grouped together foreign banks that advise All in 
under the Pans Club’ The Nigeria. SG Warburg. Kuhn December 
creditors will be discussing Loeb. Lehman Brothers and car. 
5-igena s debt rescheduling Lazard Frercs. held a tough billion in • run mill)

not in default, 
following the 

 .’tings. Nigeria 
except to get roughly St 

billion in new money, including 
S3’ll million from the commer­
cial banks, and between $600- 
700 million from the Pans Club. 
But the price has been high 

, ... Nigerian officials have com- 
the plumed that renegotiation fees 

Ire Steep, and compare the 
reluctance of their creditor 
banks to come-up with a paltry 
$320 million, to the US banks 
.. C..I, aorced to lend an addi- 

> billion to Mexico. 
Nigeria has been described by
US banks as ’’the European 

ers 1987 and lhe financing gap hanks’ Mexico ’ banks 
In “ c i ,bat “ribouC agreement would dence that P
loan, while at lhe have meant a debt service eqm- have been morewdlmgto g un 

! the need valent to 72 per cent ot exports. Nigeria new money. tha er 
mtn both Th,s has now been cut to a more the US b“kr5h "maHer A sun manageable 2(1 per cent The exposed and the smafier Asian 

package is in three parts involv- and Middle-East .ban . 
mg a basic interest margin of I /. Whatever the desenpi 
per cent above the London price N.gena isasked to 

fMF agreement before any debt ^'b’or’)^ commercial"‘hanks ,s
rescheduling could take p.aee h comprises "ter commercially
hreMv u„n^'8Ta '°Ok 'he * "-’scheduling of S1.5 billion would have been l... -- 
ac?ntmg an lMF l°X °f ,n PnnciPlc °f "tedium term N.gena taken t- - .

deb. fahmg due by the end of Whether me f 
costsn'ro"s65nhmiiie'VCShN'i!'na There is a grace period of four mem refusing to draw on its
^eerian ome.m h ■ however years '"««’<= from 1 April |MF loan entitlement is 
[Nigerian officials have stressed ioqa „.;.u exorbitant ^eesthey have no intention of draw- w' h amortisation over six the exo ,h — 
------ n..» J ears. Nigeria will have to pay a * “

.'rmciplcandhas to he r'alilied mm.Mel Dr'chd OkJngwu and must provn 
vernor of the P--r- 

AbT’jl! ,r'nk °' N'SCria I CBN) fv""“....... ..xrr_U, Akmed. other CBN and 2) that the agreement wrn 
-'eg:.1 *n,j resar(j to medium term debt and

^enior s,Jff from the ’troika' of letters of credit is r.«.... 2:r— '• 
Th. L°rC,gn banks thaI advisc All m all. f --------

discussing r ,®fr,a; SG Warburg. Kuhn December meetings. ...i._.r Lehman Brothers and car. except to get roughl 
c - ««noh billion in new money, inch

the ——
details with the Western export negotiating stance. At the *nl 
credit agencies. climax to three weeks of negoti- cial ^a”on'

If the two December meet- ations which produced the draft 
agreement on 20 November, a 
banker described discussions as 

cry strident”. Whether t... 
0 or so creditor banks accept 

agreement negoi 
behalf by the
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ol Europe Football 
(UEFA) organises very

r..: bisnnally — usually 
: :F.e Olympic Games,
r.e —:ersst .z the youth program- 

most continents, 
j • er. •_“.?-gb. .las had remarkable 

rs. r._ exhibits alow level ot par-

;-_2- that CAF 
_zz for me under 
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e rzz

me --Oder 21 
z z CAF several 
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- - — - -yjr-s-r.eat for 
. -. Xfricsr countries 
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- .2 _ld be organised, 
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Sr-iniee- out of 47 
r.ts c: CAF. entered for 

The figure, 
f.-_r.uation, is 

the past

Havelange, I II I president

Only lour loams Irotn Nigeria, 
Ghana, Guinea and Cole D’Ivoire look 
pan in the maiden edition in I agos. Ihc 
second tournament last year was even 
beset by more problems. Nigeria, the 
defending champion wlthdicw Irom 
WAFU and its competitions. With pro­
blems, ECOWAS youth championship 
is yet to assume a dclinite shape. Ihc 
same applies to the COSAI A Youth 
tournament in Ccnlial Alrica.

With the gieat and unpicccdentcd 
performance in the undo 21 and 
Kodak World Cup competitions last 
year, Africa toll the time had come lor a 
separate competition beside 
FIFA/Cocacola championship.

World Cup elicits little interest in Alrica ana :
• -i.::.cations.

..-ires -rrreserr.aiises m the last
> -r-ii :cumament; Nigeria, 

-r.ri 2z.z Ccr.gc rlayed a match each 
\-r ;re China Finals. Con- 

:t- c: Air. can Football presi- 
Ycr.ekaicheu Tcssema pointed out 

:re fnals of the Third World
■ Cr.mr-ionsb-p in August 198), 

.-r--i-.es where football has 
-.-.rec a .ugh :evel have understood 

•. rir-.. -.-si be taught at school

Ar=_r- *a_- grad-L-.v shifted to the 
. r-rgrarmr.es es~ecia..y the under 
Z. ir-mrrer.1. Er.trusiasm is almost 
trram_rg ma: c: me FIFA World Cup. 
Tie m-. r ? eemms were held in 
T_r_rm me .mm. under the title

•' r-.x Yr rm T: _rr.ament.” But as in- 
erest m d me e • e. 0: me tournament in- 

cremed. _re .--FA Executive Committee 
mm.grx me 1 e to FIFA W orld Youth

Africa’s contempt for Coca-

FIFA/Coca-
.m r. . - has put

• e With the
mr 2- e A: aax W orld Cup, 
r.m mmm programme, 
se mr-grrnnme a_so include . 
r soccer :: _mmrent and the 1 

■ rr m me :m< of at least 1
of poor 

z-z : rmtr.es. It
onlv -a.-.:- FIFA '. -..-.s :xe*of
ins :.-.e w 
accepted :c cc-stder cc=d=e=nl eras- 
pionships as c_a_:.mg

expressed a . 
linentai com-

The apat.-.y for me >0 
is very glaring. The r. _m: 
mg part :s fewer ms_. _ 
competition. 
member cr_r. 
this on-going 
although show? s.gns 
an imprcveme-i over seme 
competitions.

In 1981, there were 25 er.mants, the 
hichest eer re.-.-rccc Ar.gcXCon­
go. Centra: A’rtcxr RepuNic and 
Gabon maier.g -.-e-.r cebc:. In other 
years when racr.cira-.i.'n lese! mows 
nearthar ot l^SI. tr.t ccr.pe:-.::cr.s were 
marred by c.tr.er . -c.— cartons or 
withdrawals.

Eight countries, Malawi. Madagascar. 
Senegal. Uganda. Sial:. Togo. Cote 
D’Ivoire and Gambia reduced the com­
petitiveness bx their v. mdrawal in 1979. 
The same nt Tiber withdrew in 1983. 
Hus vear the situation is not better with 
only I' entrants.

Mediocre Somalia, winning only the 
preliminary round match against Ugan­
da may tmd itself representing Africa. 
1‘hc country scaled through by courtesy 
01 disqualification and withdrawal of 
Zimbabwe and Morambiquc respective­
ly-

luxtaposed with the spate ot 
withdrawals is the rampant disqualifica­
tions. Angola. Ghana and Zimbabwe 
were eulpri is. They were thrown out 
loi lidding over aged players. Ghana 
bcai l ogo and Zimbabwe Somalia in 
Ihc first round. Interestingly, both Togo 
and Somalia are now contenders for 
places in Chile Imais.

— Kunle Solaja
\l KH AN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

We., sirjciured c.ubsides the world 
o\e-. r-- looibaii programmes tor dil- 
icrer.i xge groups. ”1 ntortunatcly, this

“Ct >o in Africa, lamented Tesscina. 
He argued that most popular dubs do 
not possess a seat worth ot their names.

“ * ney don t have an infrastructure or 
trained stat! capable ot ensuring a ra­
tional organisation ot tootball.” reniak- 
ed the CAF president. Tessema luriher 
explained that African youths practice 
lootball at school age or in the streets. 
”It is only when a talented young boy is 
detected by luck that the team starts to 
have interest in him. Practically speak­
ing, there are no regular championships 
in most of the African countries."

Perhaps only Egypt presents an excep­
tion to the assertion. Most major clubs | 
56

i such as Ahly National, El-Zamalek, A1- 
Mugawilum Al-Arab (Arab Contrac­
tors) have sport complex and organise 
competitions in every sport for the 
youths.

The Union
Aooov.ai.an (* 
popular competitions for the youths a: 
continental level. The summer cham­
pionships are organised by some clubs 

: and cities for several youth teams ot 
I some continents and these attract inter- 
1 national participation.

Soi ' African teams from North 
Africa and Nigeria take part in some ot 
such competitions. Nigerian youth 

; teams, especially the YSFON had won 
, laurels from the competitions.

But there is the dearth of such com­
petitions in Africa. Nigeria and Ghana 
had about a decade ago organised the 
Nigerpool Cup for the academicals. The 
West African sub-region recently began 
to run youth competitions as an alter et- 
fect of Nigeria’s commendable perfor- 
mancein 1983.

rgrarmr.es
rmtr.es
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so that there is no reason why we should
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DIALOGUE

it is expected if we are really to play the 
I to us. 1

External Relations.*
We have not

that ar<; ' 
.s bec»u®' 
cssent—- -

5
regard 
foreif"

jSI s Nigeria marched towards 
independence in October 

I960, there were great expectations 
among diplomatic and informed

So the basic thing is that the Institute 
has a responsibility of having an 
academic input into foreign policy for- 
mulatidn and this has been done 
beautifully well in the last 25 yars.

We have other areas in which indirect­
ly we also contributed to policy formula­
tion. One of the responsibilities we are 
charged with, is to raise the level of 
awareness of the Nigerian public in the 
areas of international relations. And we
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 DECEMBER 1986

tions. At times we disagree on policy, 

up io rubber stamp what they 
We are set up to provide when 

j uwswoiy an alternative option l0 
1 foreign polk? of the country. So when 

of foreign I we disagree it u mere disagreement and 
have been I function which was assigned'

have succeeded in doing that by publica­
tion of books, journals, monographs, 
lecture series, with the hope that whenZ"h«'level Cconsaousncss o. 
the Nigerian people in the issues of: inter.

! the President.
! I will say we have good working rela- 

w... tions. At times wa »n nnllCV.
•ssof P0,icy ?nurUinsHtute in j anfl tkal is what it should be because 
iave als0 u. who are *n‘ are nv* sel UP 10 rubber stamp what tr 
nraanisa1*0!?5. promoting , are dom?. We are set up to provide when 
foreign a,f interested in 1 necessary an alternative option to 

.hat are •n I foreicn nnli, »k.____ ___u.h
,h because we

“"“'esse Par*
as an e5’6

aU! believe fl”**'

dowments. However it was also j 
believed that an Institution where in- ly cuuuw-*— — 
formation about African and world | foreign policytribut 
affairs could be collated, analysed Q> ™at 
and disseminated was needed. ln5titute m

Thus, the Nigerian Institute of In­
ternational Affairs (NilA) was ; 
established on December 13, 1961 j 
on the basis of this concern. After . 
25 years of existence, how well has j 
the Nil A justified the hopes and ex- | 
pectations of the founders — 1 
especially in terms of fashioning 
Nigeria's foreign policy? At the 
NIIA silver jubilee IdSt week, 
African Concord reporter, Niml 
Wariboko talked to the Director- 
General of the Institute, Professor 
Gabriel Olusanya.
Q: What will you consider to be the In­
stitute's contribution to the fashioning 
of Nigeria's foreign policy in the past 25 
years.
A: The Institute’s major contribution 
lies in the academic input it has made in 
foreign policy formulation. The institute 
was set up to conduct research into every 
aspect of international relations and to 
make the results of the research available 
to government and the Nigerian people 
for the purpose of foreign policy. Of 
course in any foreign policy formula­
tion, it is not only the academic input, 
you have other inputs — practical ex­
perience on the field by ambassadors, 
the general position of the country, the 
context in which policy is being evolved.

, able to fulfil the hopes and aspiration, 
I of our founding fathers. *= base done 

it even when we have financial strata. ■ 
and perhaps the most potent evidence 
that during this celebration wewdl |be 
launching two publications. Nigeria 1 
External Relations: The First 23 
and •’Nigeria’s
Agenda for the Future.
only contributed in the past, we are con- 
tnbuting even in the present, and we 

circles about the important role J^jo^'relations. they themselves have •- a.. ..v-" n«-n into the tutur.
Nigeria will play in African and i 10 influence the direction of forag 
World affairs by virtue of the coun- poljcy. As much as we have been 
try’s size, natural and human en- \ raise this level of conscl<\sojn<jirect-

* - -1
the Nigerian society? 

We have published extensively.

Olusanya, D-G. Nil* books,
the different ; _ and
monographs, been able to

anyprol stitutions to « y ending o ,d(
we have a better^ dialogu' *™wilh ( j thjnk the —-

. ... ..........................
Ciiba, wit adecper'n?'8meareasof i part of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
view to 8 erticularlyin are better . so that there is no reason why we should 
own socieues H s0 [bat w with , be in confUct We are under the office of 
policy for>”“'’tl d these sw« and t0 ; the Preside™ 
able to undersl:an cU,sely,
which .we in,er* this 
be able £Jcy Xe in 
whole processAnd we have also
promoting 1 
terested in •• 
organisations 
cultural 
culture 
policy.

So all in

have already taken a peep into the future 
■ in order to equip the country much more 
' effectively in dealing with the interna- 

tional world at future dates.
Q: What are the problems confronting 
the institute?
A: The only problem, which I tnink is 
not peculiar to us is finance. I think 
practically every government organisa­
tion is now facing the question of 
finance given the economic recession. 
But even then we do not rest on our 
oars. Only yesterday December 8, at the 
start of ihe celebration the president 
launched an endowment foundation. It 
is a body of eminent people who have 
contact at national and international 
levels. We can use this contact and their 
influence to generate additional revenue 
tor tne institute so that the revenue base 
can be buoyant. So that we will then be 
able to pursue effectively our objectives.

We do not believe in endowment 
fund. Because from our practical e.x-

' people together, have 
an endowment fund, you collect a cer­
tain amount of money and that is where 
it ends. The foundation is a permanent 
foundation. The members will hold offic 
es tor tour years then about one third ur 
one-half will retire, others will remain to 
continue and other people will corse in. 
Q: What is the relationship with the 
Ministry of External Affairs? Are there 
------ iblems?

Io not think there is any problem. 
I think the problem if it exists is not in­
stitutional, it is more of personality. We 
* * * 7_1. ly well with the
Ministry of External Affairs.

We are not in conflict. We are not
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I field.”
She does not subscribe to the ideac 

the liberated woman saying "I don" 
in slavery. So there’s noques 
liberation’’. She sees th 

supportive and believe=

___ d 
\

‘ f the l'° \ wants to s 6 « d a 
^\a9sPe0PU^^. 

a^n^^

daces an«»a' _ plinej'r0V

career I 
..1 one | 

------ --------- , she ;
wouldn’t let the thought disturb her.

I Teaching is one thing she says she loves, ) 
and not looking back,she went on to ac- 

j quire a post graduate diploma in Educa- 
1 tion at UNIJOS “To have a psychology 
I of the students I am teaching and to im- 
’ prove myself.”

Perhaps her greatest talent, however, 
is the still largely unexploited flair for in­
venting rcQpes "Cooking is an art” she 
says with enthusiasm "and I am thinking 
seriously about writing a book on 
cookery. I get a lot of pleasure from 
creating dishes and you need a lot of im­
agination to achieve success in that

think I am 
i tion of 
! woman’s role as s_rr-------------------
, that a man and his wife should live s 
: symbolic existence.

; earn increased revenue but feed its ce 
j ing population. He is happy < 
| Pfizer because it affords him

__ I portunity to develop his passion. 
’ want-; tn ere n dtimtinn where the

TJTcr first name is a mouthful, EGU- 
AlYEMlKILECHIMl, but like most 
things she does, she wouldn’t let the 
unseeming name drag her back, she 
simply dipped into the middle of the 
jaw-breaker and came up with Ycmi.

Maria Yemi Adebcsin, who teaches 
Biology at Government Secondary 
School, Laranto, Jos — says of her 
vocation. “I love teaching. Being able to 

; impart knowledge thrills me. And 
I reading stimulates me tremendously”. A 
; 1979 Zoology graduate of UNIBADAN, 
1 she says, during her undergraduate days, 
; if she had had the benefit of ca 
1 counselling, she would have been in 

of the professions. However,

IT ivestock management appears to be 
JL_y his middle name. Abodunde Su- 
yaolu, Technical/Product Manager of 

j Pfizer Nigeria Ltd., seem to live and 
[ dream animals.
i His passion for animal husbandry is 

palpable, you could almost feel it as he
I speaks to you about his profession ”M) 

ambition is to ensure that the animal 
health business develops to its limit in

, Nigeria.”
He believes that there is a great poten- 

| tial for the development of animal 
husbandry and that if these resourcesare

H?HEN Samson Amali entered the 
W International School,, Ibadan as 

one of its pioneer students, little did he 
realize that he was going to be a pioneer 
in more ways than one.

Later at the University of Ibadan, 
Samson Amali turned out to be the first 
Nigerian undergraduate of that institu­
tion to have published about five books 
of plays and poetry while still reading 
for his first degree. And to cap his list of 
firsts, he is the pioneer of bi-lingual 
literary creativity in Nigeria. He writes in 
Idoma and English simultaneously.

Now an Associate Professor of 
Theatre Arts at the University of Jos, 
Dr. Amali says he did not stumble into 
drama. "I found drama in me and since 
drama is life, I have no other alternative 
but to follow the path of life which is 
drama.”

Of his bi-lingual creativity, he says 
"The Nigerian society is a bi-lingual one 
and creating works in bi-lingual struc­
ture would make room for national 
understanding and unity” He sees critics 
as essential to the proper development of 
creative works. “A writer can learn from 
a good critic.” Until recently, Dr. Sam­
son Amali was the chairman of Benue 
State Arts Council, Makurdi, and was 
once on the Federal Government’s Arts 
and Culture delegation to the Peoples 
Republic of China.

His publications include ONUGBO 
MLOKO, JOS ORAL HISTORY, OHE 
THE WITCH and many others. Of the 
Nobel Award to Wole Soyinka, Amali 
says, "I am very happy for Wole 
Soyinka. Very happy indeed.”

J ■ -j
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