THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4,2010

SAFAR 20,1431 A.H.

Federal Executive Councll
slashes Abuja land prices

Page 3

TRUST IS A BURDEN

DAILY&TRUST

www.dailytrust.com VOL 23 No 59 N150

klect motion on
uas

Page 3

PHOTO: NAN

Buharito ANPP: | quit

Moves to CP

By Abbas Jimoh & Abdulmutalib A. Abubakar

TWO-TIME presidential candidate of the
All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP) General
Muhammadu Buharis slow-motion divorce
from his party formally ended yesterday
when he tendered his letter of resignation
from the party. Although he did not say
which party he would join, Daily Trust learnt
that he will soon register with the Congress

for Progressive Change (CPC), one of
the three political parties recendy regis-
tered by the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC). CPC is led by
well-known Buhari supporter Senator

Rufai Hanga. Buhari’s lawyer Chief Mike
Ahamba and his close aide Engineer Buba
Galadima also belong to CPC.

In a letter dated January 30,2010 and
addressed to ANPP’s National Secretary,

Senator Saidu Kumo, Buhari described his
exit from the party as painful. In the letter,
titled ‘Withdraw” of my membership of
the All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP),’ the
former military Head of State said his deci-
sion to quit ANPP was due to fundamental
and irreconcilable ideological differences
between himself and the party’s leader-
ship. The letter was submitted yesterday
Continued on page 5

Airport screening: US may delist Nigeria

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar
with Agency reports

THE United States will
soon reviewthe listofcoun-
trieswhose air trafellers are

subject to tighter screening
and could remove nations
such as Nigeria if they are
no longer deemed to. be
security threats, United
States Assistant Secretary
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RMAFC says it is unconstitu-
tional for lawmakers to sub-
ject ministries, departments
to budget defence 25

Sport
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Taiwo Ogunjobi of NFF
says a foreign coach for
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of State for African Affairs
Johnnie Carson said in
Accra, Ghana yesterday.

He said, “There is going
to be a review soon and if
it turns out that the warn-

ing is no longer applica-
ble to Nigeria, it would
be removed. The United
States has nothing against
the people and the govern-
ment of Nigeria and we still

Africa

o4

Appeals judges ruled
yesterday that genocide
charges now possible for
Sudan’s al-Bashir ? ?

maintain good relationship
with that country.” He said
the measure was designed
to “create awareness” about
possible threats.

Passengers travelling

from or through the 14
countries to the United
States are subject to special
pre-flight screening under
the measure, including

Continued on page 5
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MEMBERS of the Federation of Muslim Women in Nigeria during a rally on the Jos crisis at the National Assembly Complex in Abuja,

esterday.

Sheriffsummons
lawmakers over new emirates

From Isa Umar Gusau, Maiduguri

GOVERNOR Ali Modu Sheriff
yesterday summoned members of
the Borno State House of Assembly
to the Government House in Mai-
duguri following the lawmakers’
unanimous vote against a bill seek-
ing powers to be conferred on him
to create new emirates in the state.

Over 20 of the 28 members of
the House had at asitting presided
over by the Speaker, Goni Ali
Modu on Tuesday, voted to stop
the bill (which was proposed by
the governor) from going through
a second reading. The House

reached a resolution that the bill
be returned to the executive arm
of government. Governor Sher-
iff had asked the Assembly to
amend Section 68 of the states
Local Government Law 2000
for the enactment of Local Gov-
ernment (amendment) bill 2010
which should have in it in “Pow-
ers to create additional emirates”
and which should read that “The
governor may, subject to ratifica-
tion by a simple majority ofmem-
bers ofthe House of Assembly, by
order, create additional emirates
out ofthe existing ones”.

The lawmakers sat and struck

out the bill on Tuesday while Sher-
iff was away to attend the North-
east’s anti corruption launch
organised by the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission in
Gombe State.

On his return from Gombe,
Sheriff yesterday invited the
members for a meeting that was
held behind closed doors in the
council chambers. Itwas not clear
whether the governor wanted the
re-introduction of the bill.

Before the bill was quashed,
some lawmakers who spoke in
plenary observed that the gover-
nor’s request to be given powers

to create new emirates was tanta-
mount to usurping the functions
of the legislature since the bill
wasn't specific on which emirates
were to be created while several
others said there was need for
caution in dealing with tradi-
tional institutions in the interest
of peace in the state.

The lawmakers had been
under intense pressure from top
personalities including tradi-
tional rulers and other interest
groups from within and outside
the state to stop the bill from
going further after passing the
first reading last Thursday.

Akingbola wants court to dismiss EFCC's application

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

TRIAL in the suit involving the
former Managing Director of Inter-
continental Bank Pic Dr. Erastus
Akingbola and the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) continued yesterday at a
Federal High Court in Lagos with the
former bank chiefasking the court to
dismiss the application for stay of pro-
ceedings brought by the commission.

Akingbola’s lawyer, Chief Felix
Fagbohungbe, said it would be
unfair and unjust for.the court to
accede to the EFCC’s request, hav-
ing earlier misled the court into

making an order for temporary
forfeiture of his assets and freezing
of his accounts.

He added that the application
for stay was a ploy to frustrate the
hearing of his application, chal-
lenging thejurisdiction ofthe court
to grant the mareva order of Dec
31, 2009 on which the commis-
sion was now acting to confiscate
his assets. In his motion on notice
before the court, the ex-bank chief
is asking the court for an order set-
ting aside all the orders granted
by ex-parte, saying the decision of
the court as contained in the rul-
ing and the entire proceedings in

the suit was a nullity. Akingbola is
also asking the court for an order
staying the execution ofthe orders,
pending the hearing and determi-
nation of his applications in the
suit. Some of the grounds upon
which his requests were premised
included the fact that the present
suit was not initiated by legal due
process, the hearing of the motion
ex-parte dated Dec 23, 2009 and
the subsequent ruling on the issue
were done in the judges chambers
and not in an open court and the
assets of the applicant(both real
and incorporeal) which were the
subject matter ofthe orders granted

Police stray bullet kills Okada rider

From Abiodun iimoh, Nahimah
Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos

THERE was a stampede in Iko-
rodu, Lagos State, yesterday as
an angry mob set ablaze a police
patrol vehicle over the killing ofa
commercial motorcycle operator
(Okada rider) by policemen.

The deceased, identified as
Ramoni Balogun, was Killed by

stray bullet from policemen who
said they were chasing an armed
robber along the road while the
victim was riding his motorcy-
cle.

The other okada riders over-
powered the policemen to burn
their vehicle while several other
vehicles were barred from mov-
ing on both sides of the road in
protest over the killing.

According to information
gathered from the Area Com-
mander of H Division in the area,
they received a distress call from
the Owode-Onirin police post
that some people were attempting
to molest his men, but the timely
intervention of other policemen
calmed the situation.

He noted that from the infor-
mation he received, it was learnt

ex-parte were not the subject mat-
ter in any suit before the court. Ina
separate application, the Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) is asking the presiding
judge, Justice Tijani Abubakar to
stay further proceedings in the suit
pending Akingbola’s appearance
before the court. The commission
in an application before the court
is also seeking for an order strik-
ing out Akingbolas application for
astay ofexecution and setting aside
of the Mareva order of the court
that was granted on Dec 31,2009.
The matter has been adjourned till
February 10,2010.

that the policemen were after
a criminal who attempted to
escape. He said the fire was not
targeted at anyone other than the
criminal who escaped.

Meanwhile, the body of the
deceased has been deposited at
the Ikorodu General Hospital for
autopsy while the family mem-
bers have threatened to take up
the case.
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Bank robbery
suspects Boko
Haram members
- Police

From Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina

THE four armed robbers that
recently attacked a bank in
Bakori Local Government Area of
Katsina State were members ofthe
Boko Haram sect, Katsina State
Police Commissioner Umaru
Abubakar Manko said yesterday.

Briefing newsmen in his office,
the commissioner said investiga-
tion into the case had established
that the three dead and one sur-
viving suspect of the robbery
were students of the Boko Haram
leader, late Muhammad Yusuf,
and had indeed participated in
the recent crisis in Maiduguri,
Borno State.

On January 12, 2010, a four-
man gang attacked the bank in
Bakori where they Killed three
policemen and a security guard
on duty and took away millions
of naira before they were inter-
cepted by the police. The sur-
viving suspect, Jamilu Musa,
who was paraded by the police,
admitted being a student of the
Boko Haram leader along with
the other three, saying they were
all based in Kaduna before they
decided to embark on the failed
bank robbery operation.

The commissioner of police
also paraded two suspects that
robbed and killed one person
in Danmusa Local Government
Area of the state as well as a gang
of four that specialized in steal-
ing cars and one Yahuza Mamman
who vandalised and stole cables
belonging to the Power holding
Compapy of Nigeria (PHCN).

ACF tackles
Yakassal on
Yar'adua

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

THE health of President Umaru
Yaradua and the emerging politics
of succession were extensively dis-
cussed by both the National Work-
ing Committee (NWC) and the
National Executive Council (NEC)
meetings of December 15 and
December 16,2009 respectively, the
Arewa Consultative Forum(ACF)
said yesterday.

In a press statement issued in
Kaduna, the forum reacted to Alhaji
Tanko Yakassai s allegation that the
ACF never discussed Yaradua's
health, let alone take a position on
itas indicated in the last press state-
ment. Yakassai who is an ACF Board
OfTrustees (BOT) member, had not
only dissociated himself' from the
forum’s position which praised the
Eminent Elders Group for calling on
the president to hand over to Good-
luck Jonathan as acting president,
but also called for an emergency
meeting to discuss why the state-
ment was put out in the first'place.

Yesterday, the ACF reminded
the elder statesman that the forum
had asked those who are responsible
for managing the president’s health
to be forthcoming with information
regarding his health status at the
earlier NEC and NWC meetings.
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FEC slashes Abuja land prices

By AbdulFattah Olajide

SEQUEL to the massive pub-
lic outcry that greeted last year’s
hiking of land prices in Abuja by
the Ministry of Federal Capital
Territory, the Federal Executive
Council (FEC) yesterday slashed
land prices by at least 50% in the
low density areas of the territory
and restored the former prices in
the high density areas.

FCT Minister, Senator Adamu
Aliero and his Information
and Communications counter-
part, Professor Dora Akunyili
announced the downward review
of the land rates after yesterday’s

Amnesty
programme
IS 0N course
— FG

By AbdulFattah Olajide

THE Minister of Defence
and Niger Delta Amnesty
Implementation Commit-
tee Chairman, Major Gen-
eral Godwin Abe yesterday
urged repentant militants to
be patient with the govern-
ment, saying the amnesty
programme is on course.

General Abe made the call
while briefing State House
correspondents after emerg-
ing from a meeting with

Vice President Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan.

W hile urging the Niger
Delta ex-militants to exercise
patience with the amnesty
process, he said the perceived
sluggishness in the imple-
mentation ofthe programme
has, among other things, to
do with the normal gestation
period associated with such
major projects.

Gen. Abe said the lead-
ership of the key militant
groups has coopted into
the planning and execution
stages of the amnesty proc-
ess. According to him, their
views are currently being
harmonised with those of
government, “and as soon as
that process is complete, the
. programme would be fully up
and running.”

Senate summons Abba Aji over Yar'adua's

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki
A. Hassan

SENATE has summoned the Spe-
cial Adviser to President Umaru
Musa Yaradua on National
Assembly  Matters,  Senator
Mohammed Abba Aji to appear
before it today and explain
whether or not the president

FEC meeting.

With the downward review
of Abuja land rates, a I000sgm
residential plot which hitherto
cost N20 million in such high-
brow areas ofthe city as Maitama,
Asokoro, and Wuse 2 will now be
sold for just N10 million, the
rate per square metre having
been reduced from N20.000 to
N 10,000 by FEC. A similar size
of land in Garki land 2, Wuse
1, Jabi, Utako and Guzape areas
will now be sold for N6 million
instead of the former N15 mil-
lion. In Katampe, Gwarinpa,
Gudu, Mabushi, Wuye and
Durumi districts, the same size

ofland is nowN5 million instead
ofthe former N 15 million. In sat-
ellite towns such as Kuje, Karshi,
Karu, Bwari, Kwali, and Abaji, a
1000sgm residential plot is how
N1 million.

Akunyili explained that Abuja
land rate was hiked in July last
year because of “the enormous
infrastructural anjjl social-eco-
nomic challenges confronting
the FCT administration in the
face of dwindling revenue accru-
able to its in terms of budgetary
provisions.”

She noted that the price
hike did not go dpwn well with
the public and attracted series

of negative comments from the
National Assembly “in addition
to difficulties allotees experience
in settling bills.” According to her,
the FEC also noted that the land
price hike “did not have recourse
to the previous land rates in line
with section 16 (a) ofthe Land use
act of 1978.

Consequently, the percentage
increase that reached a ceiling of
900% was not seen as being fair;
the rates rather than accelerate
development became counter-
productive as most allottees sold
to able buyers instead of devel-
oping the plots allotted to them;
since government is encourag-

ing private sector participation
in housing provision, the seem-
ing astronomical development
levy will have a multiplier effect
on the cost of housing deliv-
ery and could exacerbate prob-
lems already being encountered,
thereby working against “Hous-
ing for all” by 2020. This will ulti-
mately translate to higher rental
values in the city.”

Professor Akunyili said fur-
ther arguments were presented at
the FEC meeting that since taxes
are paid to government, infra-
structure should be provided to
allottees as part of government’s
responsibilities.

LAGOS State Governor Babatunde Fashola (second right) with his predecessor, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu (middle), First Lady,
Mrs. abimbola Fashola (right), Deputy Governor, Princess Adebisi Sarah Sosan (second left), Oba of Lagos, Oba Riliwan akiolu I,
durina the handina over of the rehabilitated Citv Hall, Lagos Island, on Tuesday.

Reps reject motion on Yar'adua's handover

By Nasidi A.Yahaya

THE House of Representatives
yesterday threw out a motion
seeking to ask President Umaru
Musa Yar'adua to send a vacation
letter to the National Assembly to
enable Vice President Good luck
Jonathan act as president.

The House rejected the motion
which aims at putting pressure on
the president to comply with Sec-
tion 145 ofthe 1999 Constitution.

Rep Muhammad Sani Abdu
(ANPP, Bauchi State) had prayed
that the House urge the Presi-

wrote a letter of vacation before
embarking on his medical leave.
A national daily had reported
that President Yaradua wrote a
vacation letter in conformity with
Section 145 of the 1999 Constitu-
tion before leaving the country but
that Senator Abba Aji allegedly
failed to deliver the letter to the
National Assembly due to its impli-

dent to transmit the letter to the
national Assembly within two
weeks, saying his absence has neg-
atively affected running the affairs
of the country.

But speaking against the
motion, Rep Abdul Ningi (PDP,
Bauchi State) said the House
must be guided by the constitu-
tion which prescribes the powers
ofall arms ofgovernments, saying
the House lacks pgwer to urge the
president to transmit his vacation
letter to the National Assembly in
order for the Vice President to be
the acting President.

cation. Senate President David
Mark said yesterday that Senator
Abba Aji has been invited to face
the whole Senate today by noon.
Daily Trust gathered reliably
that Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the Federation (SGF),
Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed
also gave indication during a
closed door meeting with the Sen-

Rep Mohammed Ali Ndume
(ANPP, Borno State) said there
is no need for the president to
transmit the letter to the National
Assembly, pointing out that the
Federal Executive Council (FEC)
which the VP presides over said
the President s capable to rule the
country.

Rep Aminu Waziri Tambuwal
(PDP, Sokoto State) opined that
since the Vice president is exer-
cising all presidential powers,
there is no need in asking him to
transmit the letter to the National
Assembly.

But Reps Femi Gbajabiamila
(AC, Lagos State), James ldach-
aba (PDP, Kogi State) and Henry
Dickson (PDP.Bayelsa State) who
spoke in favour ofthe motion, say-
ing there is the need for the Presi-
dent to transmit the letter to the
National Assembly.

However, when the vote
was put by the Speaker Dimeji
Bankole on whether the House
should compel President Yaradua
to transmit the vacation letter to
the national Assembly within two
weeks, majority of the MPs voted
against it.

vacation letter

ate that President Yaradua might
have sent the letter.

Another Senator said “We got
information that Mr. President
sent the letter. I don’t know why
some people will put this country
through all these troubles when
the president tried to comply with
the Constitution.”

He said if the letter was found

to have been written at a date
before Mr. President travelled
out, heads will roll, “because | am
sure that he (Abba Aji) did not act
alone.”

Senator Abba Aji however told
Daily Trust in Dec. 2009 that he
was not aware of any letter to the
National Assembly by Mr. Presi-
dentbefore he travelled.
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Nigerian couple in USfaces55

yearjail termforenslavingwidow

AN American federal jury founda Nigerian couple livingin the United States
guiltyofcompellinga Nigerianwidowtoworkastheir servant for nineyears.

Emmanuel and Ngozi Nnaji each face up to 55 years in prison after their
convictions on conspiracy, forced labor and other charges.

According to a Justice Department statement, trial evidence showed the
Nigerian-born Nnajis lured the woman to the U.S. with promises ofa salary
and child support

The evidence shows the couple seized the woman’s passport, isolated her *
intheirhome and made herworklong hoursas their servantwith no days off
and little to no pay. Theydidn't provide support for the woman’s sixchildren
in Nigeriaand limited and monitored her contact with her family.

Emmanuel Nnaji also allegedly assaulted the victim sexually.

Thewoman had told investigators that she met Emmanuel Nnaji in 1996
while working as a nanny for his brother-in-law in Nigeria. Ngozi Nnaji’s
brother asked ifshe would go work for the couple in Texas, and she agreed

Courtdocumentsshowthathetook hertothe U.S. Embassyin Lagosand
obtaineda passportandvisaforheras Comfort Nnaji, the name ofEmmanuel
Nnaji's mother.

The woman said she lived with the Nnajis first in their Irving apartment,
then in their Arlington home, and cooked, cleaned and cared for their three
children. Accordingto testimony, the couple refused to let her attend church
or have friends.

One day, the woman was able to hide in a closet and call her niece in
Nigeria to tell her about her ordeal. Documents show that the niece told a
Nigerian priestwho lived in Texas and Wasback home on vacation. He gave
the niece his cellphone number and asked her to pass itto heraunt

The priest returned to Texas in February 2006, established contact with
the woman and helped plan her escape. On Feb. 24,2006, the priest drove to
Arlington, where the woman met him on a street comer holding a bag and
fledin his car. Associated Press

Senate to partner media against global warming

ByTurakiA.Hassan

SENATE Committee on Environmenthas urged the mediato partner with
it in the fight against the monster of global warming as well as creating
awareness against environmentally-unfriendly practices to make Nigeria
and the rest ofthe World more habitable.

The Committee Chairman Senator Grace Folashade Bent made the call
yesterday when she led some members ofthe committee on avisitto Media
Trust Corporate Head Office in Abuja:

She said the jurisdiction of the committee includes the control ofair
pollution, water pollution, erosion, desertification, oil spillage, industrial
waste, environmental sanitation, among others.

According to her, the committee has the additional role of oversight
functions on the executive to ensure that funds appropriated to itare judi-

ciously expended

Senator Bent said the committee is visiting the Daily Trust for the role
itis playing in creating awareness against unfriendly practices within the
environmentand called on the organization “to sustain the tempo and even
aspire to do more.”

“We want to educate the people at the grass root, the rural populace,
like farmers, who may be ignorant of dimate change but are affected by it,
we will also educate them about unfriendly environmental practices like
indiscriminate felling oftrees,” she said.

Othermembers ofthe Senate Committee on Environment thataccom-
panied Senator Bent on the visit are: Senator Bukar Abba Ibrahim (ANPP,
Yobe East), Senator Bala Mohammed (ANPP, Bauchi South), Senator
Gyang Dalyop Datong (PDP, Plateau North) and Senator Adamu Garba
Talba (PDP, Yobe South).

Applicants seek review of suit against Yar'adua

By Atika Bala!

APPLICANTS in a suit challeng-
ing the absence of President Umaru
Musa Yaradua have filed a motion
exparte before an Abuja Federal
High Court to enable them leave to
apply for judicial review of the pur-

ported resolutionofthe respondents
made on January27,2010.

The respondents are Attorney
General of the Federation and the
Executive Council ofthe Federation.

In the motion exparte, Farouk
Adamu Aliyu and Sani Hussaini
Garun Gabbas are seeking a court

declaration that the resolution pur-
portedly passed by the respondents
on January 27,2010, declaring the
President Umaru Musa Yaradua
capable of performing the func-
tions of his office is unreasonable,
irrational, unconstitutional and
unlawful.

Theywantan order directingthe
respondents to within seven days
consider, pass and publicize the res-
olution envisaged under section 144
ofthe 1999 constitution based upon
verifiable medical evidence.

The courton Jan. 22 ordered the
Executive Council ofthe Federation

Thursday, February 4, 2009

Reps revoke
$120m Imo
River dredging
contract

ByNasidiA.Yahaya

THE House of Representatives
committee on Privatisation and
Commercialisation has revoked
the contract for the dredging of the
Imo River over the failure of the
contractor to carry out the exercise
threeyears afterthe contacthasbeen
awarded

The lawmakers also ordered the
immediate repayment of the $120
million, whichwas the contractsum,
to the government with an accrued
interest of 3 years.

The committee announced its
position atthe conclusion ofthe first
leg ofits 2-day investigative hearing
into the privatisation ofthe Jos Steel
Rolling Mill, Imo River Dredging
(ALSCON) and Skypower Aviation
Handling Company by the Bureau
of Public Eijterprises (BPE).

The $120 million contract was
given to UK-RUSAL the major
investor inthe Aluminium Smelting
Company ofNigeria (ALSCON).

Christopher Anyawu, the Direc-
tor General ofthe Bureau of Public
Enterprises (BPE), agreed with the
decision of the MPs, saying he has
recommended the same action to
the National Council on Privatisa-
tion.

“It.has been three years, three
months now and the dredging has
not been done. We don’t want to
entertain more gimmicks,” he said.

The dredging of the channel of
the Imo River was considered an
important aspect of the agreement
as itwas meant to allow big vessels
navigate therivertoallowdeliveryof
raw materials and removal of com-
mercial products. '

However, the Managing Direc-
tor of RUSAL-ALSCON, Andrey
Terentyev said “We would like to
mention that the obligation under-
taken by UK-RUSAL is not limited
by definite deadlines. There is an
obligation that dredging works are
supposed to be executed and that
means that they will be performed”

SPEAKER Bankole

towithin 14 days consider, pass and
publicize a resolution inaccordance
withprovisionsofSection 144 ofthe
1999 constitution declaring whether
theabsence ofPresident Yaraduaon
medical groundsince November 23,
2009 makes him incapable of dis-
charging the functions ofhis office.
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US may
delist
Nigeria
Continued from page 1

body pat-downs and carry-on
luggage searches.

The 14 countries on Wash-
ington’s list are Cuba, Iran, Syria,
Sudan, Afghanistan, Algeria, Iraqg,
Lebanon, Libya, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia and
Yemen.

Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and
Algeria in particular voiced their
displeasure at being included in
the 14-country list, which the US
Government unveiled last month
after a botched Christmas Day
attempt to blow up a US airliner
by the Nigerian student Faruk
Umar Abdulmutallab.

The Assistant Secretary is
expected to arrive in Nigeria
shortly in continuation of his
African tour.

Police arrest
journalists
overtake
naira notes

THE Police in Katsina have
arrested two Abuja-based jour-
nalists for allegedly being in pos-
session of fake naira notes.

The suspects, Ogbonna
Okezie and Lekan Ayeni, who
are in Katsina on the invitation
of Gov. lbrahim Shema, were
arrested on Jan. 31 at the Police
Inspectors’ Mess, Sabon-Layi in
Katsina metropolis.

The incident happened when
the suspects allegedly presented
a fake N500 note to pay for two
bottles of soft drink purchased at
a near-by shop.

The shop owner was said to
have raised an alarm which led to
the instant arrest and detention
of the suspects at the GRA Police
Station.

Reacting to the incident, the
governors Special Adviser on
Media and Public Affairs, Alhaji
Nasiru Abdul, said the suspects
were in Katsina at the instance of
the state government to do a doc-
umentary on education.

“We have secured the release
of one of them while the other is
still with the police because the
case is a criminal offence,” he said.

The Police Public Relations
Officer, ASP Alhassan Kimba,
said one of the suspects, Lekan
Ayeni, had since been released
because he did not know that his
colleague had the fake money,
while Okezie was still being held
by the police.

He said that during investiga-
tions, seven pieces of fake N500
notes, amounting to N 3,500, was
discovered from Okezie.

He said investigation was still
going on to ascertain the source
of the notes which he claimed
were given to him by somebody
in Abuja. (NAN)

Yar adua: PDP pays homage to Jonathan

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE national leadership of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
on Tuesday night paid asolidarity
visit to Vice President Goodluck
amid calls on ailing President
Umaru Musa Yaradua to trans-
mitvacation letter to the National
Assembly.

PDP National Chairman,
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor, who
led the National Working Com-

Buhari to

Continued from page 1

(Wednesday) at the ANPP secre-
tariat and was received by Kumo’s
Special Assistant, Malam Ahmed
Umar.

Buhari said in the letter,
“On 15th April in the year 2002
| joined the All Peoples Party
(APP) which was later to trans-
form into the All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP). As at that time,
the threat to the proper develop-
ment of our nascent democracy as
posed by the ruling party, the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (POP) had
already become apparent. | there-
fore opted for the political party
which presented to me the best
avenue for making my modest
input towards the development
and sustenance of Democracy in
our country Nigeria.

“In 2003 and 2007,1 had the
privilege of flying the Party’s flag
as its Presidential candidate in the
two general elections. | am, and
shall remain grateful to the Party
for the confidence reposed in me
by the opportunity to represent its
interest on those occasions. The
events of those electoral efforts
are common knowledge to my fel-
low citizens of this great nation,
and the international community.

“However, since 2007 there
have emerged some fundamental
and irreconcilable ideological dif-
ferences between the leadership

mittee (NWC) members to
Jonathan, expressed happiness
with the performance of the Vice
President, insisting that there was
no vacuum in the Presidency.

In a goodwill message he
delivered, Ogbulafor reminded
the Vice President that power
belonged to God, quoting from
the Holy Bible.

“We wish to place on record
our deepest satisfaction with
the manner you have steered

the ship of state in the absence
of His Excellency, the President
and Commander in Chiefofthe
Armed Forces of the FRN, Alhaji
Umaru Yaradua, GCFR.

“We are particularly delighted
with the prompt manner you
handled the crisis in Jos, Plateau
State. We also wish to appreci-
ate your response on behalf of
the government of Nigeria to the
tragedy in Haiti,” he stated.

“You have discharged your

ANPP: | quit

ofthe Party and myself, as a result
ofwhich the vast majority of the
membership have been sidelined
in the scheme ofthings pertaining
to the Party. This has substantially
eroded my capacity to render any
meaningful service to our country
through the platform ofthe party.
Itis as a result of the above that
I have taken the painful decision
of withdrawing my membership
of the All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP) with effect from Mon-
day the 1stday ofFebruary, 2010.”
Indications that, Buhari will
quit ANPP emerged after the
December 12, 2008 Supreme
Court ruling on the 2007 presi-
dential election, when he told
journalists that his political future
would be determined by his sup-
porters and associates.
“Sincerely, | regret that | have
to leave this party in which | have
received and enjoyed tremendous
love and support from many. But
this decision has been taken in
the greater interest of our father-
land. It is my desire that | and
my friends and supporters in the
ANPP continue to share that same
love and friendship with the hope
that we may still work together
politically in the near future,
to achieve that same patriotic
objective of establishing internal
democracy in our political par-
ties, sustainable democracy in
the polity, and restoring our dear

nation to its pride of place in the
comity ofnations,” Buhari said.

Speaking on the Hausa serv-
ice ofthe Voice of America (VOA)
on why he delayed his resignation,
Buhari said some party members
such as leader of the Integrity
Group and former Kebbi State
deputy governor Alhaji Suleiman
Muhammad Argungu wanted to
make changes and are still in legal
battle challenging the ANPP for
participating in the Government
of National Unity (GNU).

He said as a person who spent
more than 50 months in court
between 2003 to 2008, he has
first hand information about the
incredibility of the judiciary to
handle the case before the 2011
general election, adding that
none of his loyalists would be
compelled to defect from ANPP.
“Democracy is all about choice so
whoever wants to join me is free
to do so but democracy is about
choice.”

He further said he left ANPP
because of constitutional viola-
tions such as withdrawing from
court after the party compelled
him to file a suit, embracing GNU,
and party leaders allotting posi-
tions to themselves and their rela-
tives. He cannot remain in a party
that lacks ideology and focus,
Buhari said.

Declining to mention the
name of the party he will join,

duties in the absence of Mr. Pres-
ident with distinction.

We are proud that you have
refused to be distracted by need-
less debates and controversies
originating from some of our
opponents.

“We also join you in praying
for the full recovery of Mr. Presi-
dent so that he can return and
rejoin his team to realize the lofty
goals he has set to achieve for our
dear country,” Ogbulafor added.

Buhari said he will connect to one
of the seven political parties that
endorsed him as their presiden-
tial candidate in the 2007 election
or any newly registered political
party. His position will be known
in the next one or two weeks, he
said.

Buhari’s political ally and
former Minister of State for Petro-
'leum Alhaji Umaru Dembo how-
ever said since Buhari has offi-
cially discarded ANPP, there is
no reason for his supporters to be
in a party that is not focused and
principled in terms of ideology
and respect for its constitution.

National Secretary of ANPP
Senator Saidu Umar Kumo con-
firmed yesterday that General
Buhari had quit the party. He said
ANPP was not happy “because no
reasonable political party would
like to lose a member like General
Buhari.” He however said that the
General has the right to leave the
party, and he wished him good
luck in his future politicallife.

Daily Trustlearnt thatthe CPC
was registered by Buhari’s aides in
The Buhari Organisation (TBO).
Itwas also gathered that the party
is the platform for the proposed
Mega Party, whose membership
includes Buhari’s supporters as
well as former Vice President
Atiku Abubakar, Chief Olu Falae
and former governor Alhaji Atta-
hiru Bafarawa, among others.
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Murder: NBAseeks security forjudges

From Mustafa Abubakar, Morin

THE Nigeria Bar Association in
llorin, Kwara State, has urged
Governor Bukola Saraki to pro-
vide adequate security for
judges in courts and their

Kaduna gives
water board
customers
50% discount

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

GOVERNOR Namadi Sambo of
Kaduna State yesterday announced
a 50 percentdiscount forall custom-
ers ofthe state Water Board on their
Outstanding debts. Our correspond-
ent gathered that customers of the
Water Board inthe 23 local govern-
mentareas ofthe state are owing the
board over N4 billion accumulated
over the years.

A statement by the Public Rela-
tions Manager of the state Water
Board Alhaji Dalhatu Zubairu
said the 50 percent discount was
approved by Governor Sambo to
help the people of Kaduna State. He
said with the approval, customers
were to pay only half of their out-
standing debts.

“ We are reassuring our teem-
ing customers of our commitment
to improve water supply and wish
to call on them to take advantage of
the opportunity to settle their out-
standing debts,”he said.

Meanwhile, there is water scar-
cityinsome parts ofthe state. When
our correspondent visited Kakuri,
Nassarawa and Ungwar Mission,
residentswere seen inqueues, strug-
gling to get water from boreholes.

Group donates
to displaced
people in
Bauchi

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE Fulbe Development Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (FULDAN), a
Fulani socio-cultural organization,
has donated reliefmaterials to peo-
ple displaced by the recent crisis in
Jos now taking shelter in a primary
school and a secondary school in
Boto, TafawaBalewaLocal Govern-
ment Area ofBauchi State.

Presentingthe items including
blankets, mats, slippers, soaps and
pomades on Tuesday, the National
Chairmanoftheassociation Ahmed
Bello TOrob said some of the mate-
rials were purchased by the group
while others were obtained from
donors.

He appealed to the over 3,000
displaced people to be patient and
accept what happened to them in
good faith and not take the law into
their hands no matter the provoca-
tion they faced, assuring them that
efforts were being made by relevant
bodiestoensurethattheperpetrators
ofthe crisis were brought to book.

residences.

The association in a press
statement signed by its General
Secretary R.O. Balogun yester-
day condemned the killing of
an Area Courtjudge in the state
by a litigant who was dissatis-

fied with the judgment handed
down by the deceased in a
divorce suit.

“The dastardly act confirmed
and re-echoed the urgent need
to provide adequate security for
ourjudicial officers of the loWer

bench, both in the courtrooms
and their residences.

We therefore urge the gov-
ernor to look into the matter to
forestall a re-occurrence”, the
NBA said.

The association appealed to

the state commissioner of police
to ensure that those behind the
act are brought to book.

The judge before his death
was serving at the Area Court in
Yashikira in Baruten Local Gov-
ernment Area of the state.

FROM left: Minister of Health Professor Babatunde Osotimehin, Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justice,
Mr. Michael Aondokaa, Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources, Dr Abba Sayyadi Ruma and Head of Civil Service, Mr
Steve Oronsaye, at the Federal Executive Council meeting in Abuja yesterday.

Absence of witness stalls trial of Al-Mustapha

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,Lagos

THE trial of Major Hamza Al-
Mustapha, the former ChiefSecu-
rity Officer to the late Head of
State, Gen. Sani Abacha, over the
attempted murder of Alex lbru
at the Lagos High Court, Ikeja,
was yesterday stalled due to the
absence of the ninth prosecution
witness, AIG Felix Ogbaodu, who
has just been posted to another
zone by the police authorities.
According to the prosecu-
tor, the witness was handed the
directive by the Inspector Gen-

eral of Police to resume his new
posting as the head of Cross-River
and Rivers States zone, after the
earlier order by the court for him
to appear before it.

Al-Mustapha is standing trial
alongside former Commissioner
of Police in Lagos State James
Danbaba, a former Military
Administrator of Zamfara Jubrin
BalaYakubu and a ChiefSuperin-
tendent of Police, Rabo Lawal.

The State counsel said he
was constrained because he had
to wait for the other officer to
handover. He then asked the court

5,000 almajirai to get
formal education in Niger

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

ABOUT 5,000 Almjirai are to
get formal education in Niger
State, the Commissioner for
Education Hajiya Asmau Yusuf
has said.

Hajiya Yusuf who spoke at
a news conference in Minna
yesterday said the state govern-
ment had concluded plans to
ensure that Almajirai are for-
mally educated. She added that
about 15,899 malams were also
to benefit from the program.

The commissioner said the
programme was aimed at actu-

alizing the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs) and the
“Education for All by 2015".

“There are too many chil-
dren roaming the streets, if they
are not utilized now that they
are young and fully energized,
they will become a social prob-
lem to the communities and
state in the nearest future”, she
said.

She said a pilot scheme
would cover only 150 schools,
adding that six schools from
each of the 25 local government
areas would take part benefitin
the first phase.

for an adjournment. Counsel to
the defendant however opposed
the request, saying the witness’
evidence be closed so that other
witnesses could be taken. Coun-
sel to Al-Mustapha, Olalekan Ojo,
said it was trite law that the court
should not surrender its author-
ity of being in full control of the
course ofproceedings to any party
however eminent.

“We have reached a stage with
the witness that it would be ridic-
ulous for the court to indulge the
state on account of the inexcus-
able absence of the witness. So |

urge the court to provisionally close
his evidence subject to the evidence
beingrecalledwhenever heis ready,”
he said.

In addition, he applied that the
adjournment being sought by the
prosecution be refused or the case
dosed if there were no other wit-
Nesses.

Presidingjudge Justice Olokooba
saidthecourtwas not happywiththe
reasons given for the absence ofthe
witness, adding that the newposting
could have been delayed till further
notice. The case hasbeen adjourned
till February 8,2010.

Niger begs workers on
e-payment logjam

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Niger State government
has appealed to workers in the
state on the logjam in the e-pay-
ment system as most of the
workers have not received sala-
ries since November last year.
The Commissioner for
Finance Alhaji Muazu Bawa
Mohammed who made the
plea yesterday at a news con-
ference in Minna blamed the
e-payment problem on wrong
entries of names of workers.

He said the e-payment of
salaries recognized only names
uploaded into the system, adding
that any mistake would render
the payee invalid.

“Very soon, salaries would be
paid as we have already started
making arrangements to com-
mence payment in batches”, he
said.

The commissioner main-
tained that no matter how prob-
lematic the e-payment was, itwas
better than payment by hand as it
was less stressful and safer.
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Senate wants N/Assembly to
host presidential inauguration

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki
Hassan

A bill which seeks to empower
the National Assembly to host the
inauguration of the President and the
Vice President passed second reading
in the Senate yesterday.

Sponsored by Senator libril
Aminu (PDP, Adamawa Central), the
bill stipulated that the presidential
inauguration shall be organized and
executed by the National Assembly.

“The entire inauguration ceremony,
apart from the actual administration of
Oaths of office shall be conducted and
officiated by members of the National
Assembly,” the bill reads in part.

Leading the debate on the general
principles of the bill on the floor of
the Senate yesterday, Senator Aminu
said, “The Presidential inauguration
always marks a renewal of faith in
the Constitution and in democratic
rule. All the three arms of the Realm
therefore need to participate. In this

Bill, the Chief Executives are being
sworn in by the Judiciary in a solemn
ceremony organised and hosted by the
Legislature which will be strengthened
in this renewed cooperation among the
three Arms of Government.”
“Although the National Assembly
is called only by the newly sworn in
President, it should be remembered
tkat the Assembly is dissolved
only by an order signed by the new
President, and the National Assembly
thus outlasts the President in tenure.

Therefore hosting the inauguration
of a new President becomes one of
the last assignments of an outgoing
National Assembly,” Senator Aminu
said.

Senate also read for a second time
a bill seeking to repeal the workmen’s
compensation Act, 2004 and to
make comprehensive provisions for
compensation for any death, injury,
disease or disability arising put of
or in the course of employment and
matters connected there with.

Osun State appoints
33yearoldas SSG

By Turaki Hassan

ALHAIJI Kazeem Ademola Adio, 33, was yesterday sworn in
as the new Secretary to the Osun State Government (SSG)
by Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola.

Swearing in the new SSG at the Government House
0Osogbo, Governor Oyinlala said he was ushering in a new
era of leadership in the state and charged the new SSG to
live up to expectation.

“l urge you to be honest, dedicated and committed to the
work before you and consult with your predecessors who
will guide you.” Oyinlola thanked the immediate past SSG
Alhaji Akinbade Akinade who has declared his intention to
contest the governorship seat of the state.

Before his appointment as SSG, Alhaji Adio was the
commissioner in charge of the Environment Ministry in
the Oyinlola cabinet. He is now the youngest SSG in Nigeria.

The new SSG is a 1998 graduate of Accounting from
Bayero University Kano and holds a Masters in Interna-
tional Marketing from the University of East London,
United Kingdom and Masters in Business Administration
from University of llorin. He had lectured at Newham Col-
lege of Further Education, London.

TMG Insists on
monitoring Anambra
election

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Transition Monitoring Grpup (TMG) yesterday said
itwould monitor the Anambra State governorship election
despite the refusal of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) to accredit the group.

TMG chairman of the group Comrade Moshood Eru-
bami told journalists yesterday in Abuja the group applied
for accreditation on January 5, saying that INEC has no
reason to deny the group accreditation if it has nothing to
hide on the election.

He said the purported media report where the group
faulted INEC s preparation for the election is not enough
reason as the report is full of advice to ensure the success
of the election and not undue criticism.

PIC: NAN

FROM left: Executive Vice Chairman, Nigeria Communications Commission (NCC), Mr. Ernest Ndukwe,
NCC Executive Commissioner, Mr. Stephen Bello, Executive Commissioner (Technical Services), Dr. Bashir
Gwandu and Dr. Mike Onyia at the NCC Forum in Abuja yesterday.

El-Rufal's attempt to stop arrest suffers set-back

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

ATTEMPT by former Min-
ister of the Federal Capital
Territory Nasir el-Rufai to
prevent the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police and the Attor-
ney General of the Federa-
tion from arresting, detain-
ing or prosecuting him suf-
fered a set-back yesterday as
a Federal High Court Abuja
did not allow him to move
his ex-parte application.
The trial Judge, Justice
Gabriel Kolawole told the
plaintiff through his coun-
sel, Anthony Itedjere that he

cannot prevent the defend-
ants from carrying out
their statutory duties and
instructed him to put the
defendants on notice.
El-Rufai wants the court
to prevent the defendants
from acting on the recom-
mendation ofthe joint Sen-
ate committee on FCT and
Housing, adding that the
defendants cannot arrest
»and prosecute him on the
basis of that Senate rec-
ommendation which still
remains subject of an on-
going judicial proceedings
at the Federal High court

in suit number FHC/L/
CS/4703/08.

The plaintiff further
contended that the defend-
ants are under a duty not
to foist a situation of com-
plete helplessness on the
court and that he will
suffer if he is made to go
through atrial on the basis
offacts which are still sub-
ject to adjudication.

A 15-paragraph affi-
davit in support of the
application accused poli-
ticians and some govern-
ment agents of leveling all
sorts of allegations against

the former FCT Minister
leading to an investiga-
tion by the Senate which
recommended that EJ-
Rufai should not hold
public office in Nigeria
and should account for
funds collected by the FCT
Administration during his
tenure.

The plaintiff is now
challenging the decision of
thejoint Senate committee
on FCT and Housing inthe
Federal High Court.

The case was adjourned
till February 8, 2010 for
mention.

FOMWAN wants perpetrators of Jos crisis punished

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar, Nasidi
A. Yahaya & Turaki A. Hassan

MEMBERS of the Federation of
Muslim Women’s Association in
Nigeria (FOMWAN) yesterday
stormed the National Assembly
requesting that perpetrators of
the recent sectarian crisis in Jos,
Plateau State capital and its envi-
rons be punished.

In a position paper pre-

sented to the Senate President
David Mark and Speaker of the
House of Representatives Dimeji
Bankole which was signed by the
national President Mrs Maryam
Idris Othman, the women con-
demned “in strong terms these
repeated violence against citizens
of this country and called on the
federal government to enforce the
freedom of each citizen to reside
inany part of Nigeria without fear

ofpersecution as enshrined in our
constitution”.

The FOMWAN also called
on the authorities to investigate
the cause of the violence with the
view to forestall the possibility
of its spread to other parts of the
country.

The paper reads in part: “We
are suggesting that the security
agencies fish out, identify and
prosecute the perpetrators of

this carnage whoever they are or
wherever they may be.”

The association decried that
most of the victims of such crises
are women and children, point-
ing out that that does no good to
a country like Nigeria.

Senate President David Mark
said “The Federal Government
has set up a panel; we don’t want
to duplicate this panel. We will
make sure that all the perpetra-

tors are brought to book. We
don’t want to pre-judge. Those
who are directly involved will be
punished. The situation in Plateau
is more than what we see on the
surface. Government will make
the report a public document.”

He advised parents to always
be watchful of their children in
order to check any excesses on
their part or being hijacked by
hoodlums.
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'‘Borno yet to sign for
deployment of midwives'

From Yahaya Ibrahim, Maiduguri

BORNO is the only state in the
North that is yet to sign a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Federal Govern-
ment for the deployment of mid-
wives to states under the Federal
Government Mid Wives Service
Scheme (MSS) to tackle maternal
mortality.

The Executive Director of
National Primary Health Care
Agency (NPHCDA) Dr. Aliyu

Strike: Nasarawa

govt, labour talks
deadlock

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE indefinite strike by organ-
ized labour in Nasarawa State to
fight increase in workers’ sala-
ries through the Pay as You Earn
(PAYE) tax will continue as talks
between the state government and
the striking workers was dead-
locked yesterday.

The strike entered its third day
yesterday, compelling the state
government to resume talks with
the workers led by the state chap-
ter ofthe Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC).

But the negotiations did not
yield any result as both par-
ties refused to yield. While the
state government insisted on
its planned deduction of more
money from workers’ salaries
which will increase the income
tax from 5 percent to 10 percent,
labour leaders insisted that the
workers would not take anything
less from their existing salaries.

The government wants more
revenue from tax to fund develop-
ment projects in view of the pau-
city of funds which it blamed on
shortfall in monthly subvention.
But labour is asking the govern-
ment to point at any project com-
pleted since 2007 to justify more
funds for development.

The meeting which ended in
disagreement lasted over four
hours. It was presided over by
the state Deputy Governor John
Michael Abdul with key officials
ofthe state government and those
of organized labour in attend-
ance. The Trade Union chair-
man in the state Comrade Gabriel
Agbashi told newsmen that the
state government never followed
due process including discussing
the planned tax deduction with
labour until last Tuesday when
the strike decision was initiated.

Gabriel said government
breached the procedure for the
implementation of the tax, and
had visited untold hardship on
workers with its action. He said
labour would not compromise
its position until the deduction
plans were set aside and a compe-
tentcommittee set up to look into
the matter.

Muhammed Pate disclosed this
yesterday during a campaign on
polio eradication and interac-
tion with the people of Bama and
Gwoza Local Government Areas
of Borno State.

Dr. Pate said the Federal
Government had in the last few
months posted 2,500 midwives to
653 primary health care centres
across the country to tackle mater-
nal mortality. He added that 33
states including the Federal Capi-
tal Territory had so far signed the

memorandum of understanding
with the Federal Government on
how to tackle the problem.

Pate appealed to the state gov-
ernment to sign the agreement so
that midwives could be posted to
primary health care centres in the
state in order to save women from
dying as a result of child birth.

“The Federal Government
took the decision last year to inter-
vene through MSS because thou-
sand ofwomen lose their livesas a
result of child birth. We hope the

Borno government will sign the
MOU and save many women from
childbirth death in the state. There
are a lot ofother issues to focus on
ifthe issue of polio and immuni-
zation and maternal mortality are
tackled,” he added.

At the Pulka primary health
centre in Gwoza, a health worker,
Amina Suleiman, lamented the
non-availability of equipment
and health personnel. According
to her, she is the only one carry-
ing out antenatal care at the health

centre. The Executive Director
while responding, promised to
assist the center to procure equip-
ment.

Under the agreement, the Fed-
eral Government pays the salaries
of midwives for two years while
the states take over the funding
later. On polio eradication, the
Executive Director said Nigeria
had recorded significant growth
in its effort to eradicate the dis-
ease. According to him, 388 cases
was recorded in 2009.

FROM left: Rafiu Abdusaiam (in white dress), Tunde Odekunle and Kassim Lamidi, members of a suspected gang of fraudsters
arrested forduping awoman in Ibadan and paraded by the Oyo State Police Command in Ibadan yesterday.

Mark not scheming for
Acting President - Group

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

SOME youths of ldoma extrac-
tion have distanced Senate
President David Mark from any
scheme to become Acting Presi-
dent if President Umaru Yaradua
can no longer continue.

The Idoma Youths Progressive
Forum (IYPF) whose statement
was signed by its National Presi-
dent Comrade Ejeh Melvin James
yesterday, said insinuations that
the Senate President had an ambi-
tion for the Presidency in the pre-
vailing circumstance of Yaradua’s
health was mischievous.

Comrade James' statement
was in reaction to a report cred-
ited to an ethnic group known as
Odua Youths for Good Govern-
ance which alleged high schem-

ing by Mark to emerge Acting
President.

The ldoma youth leader said
such allegations smacked of mis-
chief targeted to rubbish Mark,
adding that the intention of the
Odua youth group was to build
suspicion against Mark to create
hatred for him.

“Nigeria is too complex for
one man to wake up with the
ambition to become president,
how? What IYPF is saying is that
if it was possible for anybody to
embark on such schemes and
succeed it, the Senate would not
have been talking ofthe constitu-
tion. The Co-coordinator ofOdua
youth group should know this and
stop exposing itselfand its spon-
sors as ignorant”, the statement
added.

Youths surrender arms in Koqji

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

MORE than 50 restive youths from Okene Local Government Area of
Kogi State Tuesday surrendered 66 guns including three AK 47 rifles to
the state government. Governor Ibrahim Idris, who received the arms
at the Government House in Lokoja, commended the youths for their
readiness to allow peace to reign in the Central Senatorial District of
the state, stressing that there could be no development in any com-

munity without peace.

“| feel so bad with the level of destruction of lives and property in
Okene in the past. | am happy that the youths in the area have realised
that there is no need fighting one another all the time for nothing. Itis
unreasonable and there is a need for a change of heart”, the governor

said.

As part of his efforts to empower youths in the area, the governor
announced the appointment of two Ebira youth leaders as his Spe-
cial Assistants and assured that his administration would create more
employment opportunities to address the problem of youth unrest in

the area.

The Chairman ofthe local government area, Yahaya Karaku, lauded
the governor’s move to arrest the unemployment which he said was
responsible for the frequent crises that had engulfed the area.

Earlier, the leader of the Ebira Youth Initiative Movement, Adams
King, promised that his members would work hard to restore normalcy

to the area.
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Jos: Christian youths support ban on Okada

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

THE youth wing of the Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN)
Pankshin chapter in Plateau State
yesterday said it was in support of
the ban on commercial motorcy-
cles (Okada) inJosand Bukuru, fol-
lowing the recent crisis in Jos. The
Chairman ofthe group Jerry Dim-

10 jostle for Batta
throne

From Ibrahim
Muhammad,Yola

BARELY 25 days after the former
paramount ruler of Batta Chief-
dom in Adamawa State, Hamma
Batta Saul Jerom Swade, died
about 10 people, including a PDP
factional leader in the state, Chief
Medan Teneke, have began tojos-
de for the position. In Demsa, the
administrative headquartersofBatta
traditional council, there is anxiety
and uncertainty over the nextoccu-
pant of the throne. A kingmaker
who preferred anonymity told our
correspondent that theywould fol-
lowtradition in the selection.

“Demsaisaplace wherea prince
is bom and not selected. It is not
some places where you can be king,
only ifyou have what it takes to be
king. So we are going to follow due
process in the selection of the new
Hamma Batta,"he said

After kingmakers make their
nominations, the state government
is expected to make the announce-
ment The late Hamma Batta, Saul
Jerome Swade, whodiedJanuary 11,
2010 after a briefillness is survived
by a wife, five children and many
relations. He has since been buried
according to Batta traditional rites.

Sokoto to boost dry
season farming

From Rakiya A.Muhammad,
Sokoto

THE Sokotp State government
says measures have been put in
place to boost dry season farm-
ing in the state to enhance food
production. Governor Aliyu
Wamakko said this yester-
day while commissioning and
inspecting projects executed by
his government in Tureta Local
Government Area ofthe state. He
said the state government’s efforts
towards boosting irrigation
activities were part of its efforts
to cushion the effect of drought
Experienced last year.

Amongthemeasures, Wamakko,
saidwas the procurement of 20,000
water-pump machines for dry sea-
son farming. He said the state gov-
ernment executed projects worth
over N500 million in Tureta Local
Government Area.

Among projects commissioned
were the Turetaabattoir, acourtand
judges’ residence.

Othersarerural waterschemesat
Gidan Yausi Kamfanin Ala, Garin
Bugaje and Bimasa.

long made their position known in
a statement issued in Jos yesterday

The group which also con-
demned the redeployment of the
state Commissioner of Police Mr.
Greg Ayating to Abuja, decried the
transfer of and delay in the pros-
ecution of the more than 365 sus-
pects and mercenaries arrested by
the police, saying, “One week after

the arrests, no case file has been
brought to the Plateau State Minis-
tryofjustice. Our conclusion isthat
they were arrested to be protected
Wealso do not agree with the claim
that the Federal Government will
not interfere withthe present inves-
tigations”

The group called on the Pla-
teau government to alleviate the

sufferings of the masses by acquir-
ing tricycles and taxis to replace the
motorcycles.

Meanwhile, a Non-Govern-
mental Organization known as the
Community Action for Popular
Participation (CAPP) has called
on the government to establish a
mobile court to prosecute all viola-
tors ofthe ban on motorcycles.

CAPP said this in a statement
signed by its Chairperson in Plateau
State Chris Kwaja.

The group also called on
human rights organizations and
civil society groups to monitor and
track cases of human rights abuse
by security agentsand report to the
appropriate authorities for neces-
sary action.

PIC: NAN

INSPECTOR General of Police OgbonnaOnovo cutting the tape to inaugurate fourvehicles fitted with modern communication gadgetsdonated

by the Delta State Government to the State Police Command in Asaba yesterday.

Rail tracks' rehabilitation begins

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
Lagos

THE rehabilitation of Nige-
rian Railway Corporation’s rail
tracks has commenced.

The contractors ofthe 488km
Lagos-Jebba phase of the reha-
bilitation, China Civil Engi-
neering Construction Company
are presently on site with their
engineers and technicians. As a
result, terminal destinations and
take-offpoints ofall Mass Tran-
sit Trains (MTT) within Lagos
metropolis has been temporarily

shifted to the Ebute-Metta Junc-
tion Station (EBJ) at Alagomeji.
The contractors handling the
640km Jebba - Kano phase of
the rehabilitation, Messrs Cos-
tain West Africa Pic., are also
on site.

So far, over 3,000 people
have been engaged for the job.
It would be recalled that the
Federal Government awarded
the rehabilitation contract to
CCECC on the November 3,
2009 at N12.13billion and on
December 29, 2009, the Jebba
- Kano rehabilitation contract

was awarded to Costain West
Africa Pic at N12.2billion. The
rehabilitation is expected to be
completed within 10 months.
Meanwhile, the Permanent,
Secretary in the Federal Min-
istry of Transport Mr. Adefemi
Olayisade has said that consid-
eringthe hugeamountofmoney
already invested in the resusci-
tation of the Nigerian Railway
by the Federal Government and
the relevance of rail transport
to socio-economic growth and
national integration, the nation
must get it right this time. Mr.

Adeyemi said thisduring afacil-
ity tour of the sites. He advised
the management and workers of
the corporation and the contrac-
tors to move at the same pace.
He said the Eastern line from
Maiduguri to Port Harcourt
would also be looked into this
year. Engr. Elijah Oradiegwu,
the Director of Civil Engineer-
ing who represented the Man-
aging Director of the Nigerian
Railway Corporation Engr. Ade-
seyi Sijuwade, said the corpora-
tion would not fail in its supervi-
sory and monitoring roles.

US based Nigerian produces new movie

From Andrew Agbese, Jos

THE newmovie, ‘lJE,a35mm cine
production by a US based Nige-
rian, Chineze Anyaene, hasarrived
Nigeria and was previewed in Jos
yesterday. The film which featured
two ofNigeria’s best female actors,
Genevieve Nnaji and Omotola

Ekehinde, drew a large crowd of
film enthusiasts to the screening
room of the National Film Insti-
tute, Jos, venue ofthe preview.
Anyaene, the producer ofthe
film said she was grateful to the
Nigerian Film Corporation for the
assistance given to her during the
filmshoot, adding that the support

was overwhelming. Managing
Director ofthe NFC Afolabi Ade-
sanya said the film was great and
urged other film producers in the
country to make films that would
portray the country positively
Film makers, especially Nigerian
film makers in the Diaspora, she
said, had been following the suc-

cess recorded within the Nige-
rian film industry. This, she said
explainedwhyfilmmakersaround
the world were now eager to part-
ner Nigerian film makers from
script-to-screen.

‘JE’,a film on the fight for legal
freedom from an alleged murder
charge was shot in the United
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oint Senate c'ttee concludes

reporton Petroleum Bill

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Joint Senate committee has
concluded its report on the Petro-
leum Industry Bill and will soon
submit it for consideration, the
committee chairman, Senator
Lee Maeba has said. He revealed
this during the 2010 budget
defence session organized by the
Senate Committee on Petroleum
Resources (Upstream) for the
Nigeria National Petroleum Gor-
poration,NNPC.

“Our committee report on
the PIB is ready. In the next two
weeks, it will be submitted to the
plenary,” Senator Maeba assured
oil and gas industry chieftains
who were present at die session.

He explained that members
ofthe committee considered all
the concerns expressed by vari-
ous stakeholders in compiling
the report, adding that the law
that will eventually emerge would
protect the interests ofthe nation,
investors as well as those of oil

producing communities.

“The tax regime recommended
in the report is investor-friendly.
Itis not the highest in the world, it
is not the lowest,” he stated.

He said the budget defence was
to allow his committee to review
the difficulties in the implemen-
tation of the 2009 budget, add-
ing that his committee would like
to know the challenges faced by
operators in the upstream sector
of the oil and gas industry with
a view to finding a way forward

OLADIPUPO ODUNEWU

NEMA to partner experts on collapsed houses

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

THE National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) has
said it will collaborate with profes-
sionals to bring a lasting solution
to incidents of collapsed buildings
inFCT.

FCT Zonal Operations Officer
of NEMA Mr. Ishaya Ishah
Chonoko disclosed this yester-

day in Abuja. He said the agency
was ready to collaborate with the
Nigerian Institute of Architects
(NI1A), Nigerian Society of Engi-
neers (NSE), Nigerian Institute of
Builders (N1B), Nigerian institute
ofQuantity Surveyors (N1QS), and
the Nigerian Town Planners.
According to him , FCT alone
recorded two major collapsed
buildings in 2008 and 2009 and

which claimed many lives and
properties.

He however blamed the use of
substandard materials during the
constructions as largely responsi-
ble for collapsed buildings.

Chonoko said NEMA hastaken
possession of some advanced
emergency equipments against
flooding, collapse buildings, and
fire outbreaks in FCT.

with respect to budgetary alloca-
tions to projects in the sector in
the 2010 budget.
< While giving insight to devel-
opments in the sector, the Group
Managing Director of NNPC, Dr
Mohammed Sanusi Barkindo
explained that the proposals in
the 2010 budget were predicated
on the key role oil plays in the
sustenance of the Nigerian econ-
omy and the need to guarantee
further investments in the sector.
He gave the total amount pro-

posed for the industry in the 2010
budget as $10,726 billion, adding
that the figure is $3,505 billion
higher than last year’s budget.

He said if the money was not
appropriated the organization
will not be able to meetJoint Ven-
ture cash calls resulting in failure
to arrest declining production as
well as inability to increase gas
supply to the National Integrated
Power Projects (NIPP) to meet
national power production aspi-
ration.

'Examination malpractice a major
challenge in education’

By Maureen Onochie

THE National President of the
Nigerian Academy of Education
(NAE), Professor Otonti Nduka has
identified examination malpractice
as a major challenge facing to the
future ofthe teaching profession.

Prof. Nduka made the remark
atthe 2010 induction ceremony of
B.ED and PGDE graduates of the
university of Ibadan stressing that
every teacher across the country
at every stage oflife should protect
the high standards of academic
excellence and shun every form
of political rigging and corrupt
practices.

The Registrar and Chief Exec-
utive of Teachers Registration
Council of Nigeria (TRCN), Pro-
fessor Addison Mark Wokocha
listed the prerequisites for achiev-

ing a successful education develop-
mentplan using teacher education
and professionalism as paradigm.
He added that the regulatory
regime is committed to a legacy
of hope, a tradition of camarade-
rie from the stakeholders to the
teacher regulatory agency, trans-
parency honesty and pride in the
Nigerian education students as
well as a conducive operational
environment for Nigerian teachers
and an updated national teacher
educational policy and laws.
According to him "to achieve
a successful education develop-
ment plan, the idea of having all
manner of people who knows how
to read and write irrespective of
training employed as teachers
and without restriction deployed
to teach in our classrooms must
stop with utmost immediacy."

FGinaugurates committee on rural feeder roads

ByTina A. Hassan

THE Federal Government yester-
day inaugurated a committee that
would oversee the execution ofthe
much awaited Rural Access Mobil-
ity Program (RAMP).

Inaugurating the committee in
Abuja, Agriculture Minister, Sayy-
adi Abba Rumasaid the rural feeder
roads projects are constituency
projects included in the budget of
the ministry.

Represented by the acting Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry
Usman Abdullahi, the minister said
the delay in executing the projects
hasbrought on complains from the

beneficiaries, adding however that
the delay was not deliberate.

He gave the terms of reference
of the committee to indude the
publishing of the list of all rural
feeder roads, their allocations and
construction, to indicate the cost of
each contract and the level of per-
formance of the contractor among
other terms.

Under the World Bank funded
project, 67 roads are to be worked
upon as contained in the project
and five other link roads under the
ministry would also be covered in
the exercise. The committee has
two weeks to complete its assign-
ment.

Nigeria telecoms operators, consumers discuss way forward

By Yunus Abdulhamid

TELECOMMUNICATIONS operators
and consumers in Nigeria yesterday in
Abuja said there was much to be done in
the sector to meet the challenges of the
modern times especially in the area of
improved internet services.

Speaking atthe 54th edition of Telecoms
Consumers Parliament organised by the
Nigerian Communications Commission
(NCC), Executive Vice Chairman of the
commission, Engr. Ernest Ndukwe said

recent statistics indicate that only eight
percent of Africa’s population was con-
nected to internet.

Speaking on the theme; “Internet Service
Deliveryin Nigeria: the prospects and chal-
lenges”, Ndukwe said only about 10% (14
million) ofNigeria population is connected
to the internet, describing it as unimpres-
sive as the internet platform has become the
biggest library in the world today.

He said the parliament has over the years
changed the behaviours of Nigeria consum-
ers who seldom complain about the qual-

ity of services rendered by companies, to a
vibrant and enlightened audience of con-
sumers.

Many of the complains centre on high
cost of internet access, slow speed and vir-
tual lack of network and link for access
among others.

The major telecoms operators available
to respond to queries included MTN, Glo-
bacom, Zain, Multilink, Etisalat, and Sub-
urban among others.

The Technical manager of Etisalat, Mr
Muyideen Haruna blamed the major con-

straint of internet providers in the country
was poor infrastructure especially in the
area of low bandwidth, calling for locali-
sation of international internet domains
with local content which would promote
inter network interaction to be monitored
by the NCC.

Regional Technical Manager of Globa-
com, Mr Dayo Ogburede gave assurance
that by the end of March the Glo subma-
rine cable would have commenced com-
mercial services which would help reduce
cost of internet access and improve speed.
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Assembly strikes out Sheriff's request for new emirates

I really appreciate the Borno State
House of Assembly members for
killing the bill on the creation of

See rgedsperenfar
fone Sade leedas

SENATORS Ahmed Ibrahim and
Anyim have displayed the highest
sense of maturity by rejecting that
unpopularlmove for pension for
ex Senate leaders. The senate pres-
ident should also be commended
for not supporting it. We should
concentrate on making laws that
will move Nigeriaforward and do
away with sentiments.

Maikudi Abdulkadir

maikudi_umar@yahoo.com

For this to be the last

Jos communal crisis
HELLO, Mr. Mathias, I love your
article, 1 am a Yoruba man living
in Jos and | can as a matter of fact
tell you that there are seven coun-
cillors of Hausa Fulani origin of
Jos North Local Govt Area. They
have a representative in both the
state House of Assembly and the
House of Representatives. So, it is
not about indigene ship, but a well
planned attempt to subjugate the
indigenes. You are an intelligent
man, read between the lines.
Yoruba man in Jos
rotex@doctor.com

Bauchi Assembly
denies recommending
sack of Plateau

indigenes

NOW, who is lying? It is either
your fault for reporting an uncon-
firmed statement or Aminu
Tukur is denying the statement.
Whatever is the case, statements
like that can fuel crises. Some
of them out of fear have started
returning to Jos. Better decisions
should be taken please and this
one, is not one ofthem.

Usman Abdullahi

evesdon4u@yahoo. co. uk

BAUCHI State Governor Isa
Yuguda

Bride, 26 others
perish in crash

MAY Allah have mercy on their
souls. Ameen

Sufyan

sufeeyl @yahoo.com

new emirates. Borno citizens are
not fools. Enough of this misrule
in the Home of Peace.

abagana Boso

B

baba anab 0s0 @ com
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Well done law makers. | wish
you will continue to consider
motions that affect the life of

the ordinary man.
MBukar
bukarmohammed2@yahoo.com

Mark: Yar'adua must hand over

TO be sincere, if | was the one

in Yaradua’s position, | would

resign and face my health.
Mohd
mohdJ

XKFKK ****@XQDQP*'?QW***

Youshould all leave him alone,
everyday you speak on the pages
of newspapers, but no action
has been taken. He is fit to be
the president of Nigeria. Presi-
dent Umaru Yaradua did not
purposely fall ill, it can happen
to anyone as no one can pre-
dict what is going to happen in
future. Wejust pray for him to get
well soon. They are always talk-
ing about the constitution, who
among the politicians follows the
constitution? Leave our president
alone.

Ahmed Salim Bawa

b*%chIgQQ ﬁ@M@Q 99* 99* yl(* *

Rule of law, where art thou? |
recall the standing ovation given
to Yar'adua by the NBA when he
said he would follow the rule of
law. Unfortunately, it has turned
out to be a mere rhetoric'. David

SENATE President David Mark

Marks pronouncements are not
enough, lets see it accompanied
with action. Or is it true that he
is afraid of losing his position if
Jonathan takes over? Why should

the PDP refuse one of its own?
And if nature intervenes today,
they will all rush to Jonathan to
pledge their loyalty.

Abdallah

Jos: Police Invite PRTV boss
over broadcast

THIS is the only way to stop cri-

ses in Jos. Whoever is thought to

have aided and abetted the crisis

in anyway should be called and if

found guilty, should bear the con-

sequences of his or her action.
Farouk Usman

vysmanfarouk@gmail,com,

They will pay, one after the
other.
Sanusi

QEQQZ}H gp @M%h 99*99* Kkkk

Here we go again, why is he
being invited to Abuja, rather
than Jos, where the ‘offence’ was
committed?

Bassey

*bi!p ***g@l E*QQ***********

The role played by the General
Manager should not only stop at

the questioning level, but should
be investigated. If found guilty,
he should be punished because
he did not act in accordance with
his religious injunctions.

Naibi Zubairu

naibizubairu@yanoe.com,

The incitement of Jos people by
the manager of the Plateau Radio
and Television Authority should
be thoroughly investigated. The
transmission should be screened
and justice should take its course
to deter others. >

Binta Fati Danladi

bintadanladi@yahqo,com,

Is a very good move by the
Nigerian police. Keep it up.Let
him pay for what he has done.

Rawahilu

rawahil@yahoo.com

terVv .
INSPECTOR-GENERAL of Police
Ogbonna Onovo

Recent court rulings in rights abuse cases

JUSTICE is not cheap. The cost
of litigation may be deterring
many from the courts to seek
justice. Secondly, lam curious to
know whether thé fact that Ms
Okeke’s beating was in the public
glare had anp bearing on its out-
come. Please educate me, what

is the fate of the Naval man who
brutally shot an ‘Okada’ rider
who bumped into his ‘Mercedes’
in Lagos?

It would be a great day for
democracy when all Nigerians,
regardless of status, gender or
creed can have equal access to

our courts to seek redress. To this
end therefore, ‘Legal Aid’ mustbe
available and accessible to those
unable to afford the services of
an attorney. Until then, these are
just flashes in a pan

Owt#icho Okpe

ookpe@ccm.ac.uk

Thanks to the Senate,that is
what we expect you to do. To do
what will stabilise our country
and to discuss anything that will
move Nigeria forward.

Salihi Muhammad

giwanee@yahoo.co

*kkkkkk ***** ********

The issue of impeaching the
president or his vice does not
arise because neither the presi-
dent nor the vice president
breached the constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Secondly, those agitating for
impeachment or resignation
are doing it because they want
to cause problem in the coun-
try. They are not patriotic citi-
zens, they want to destabilise the
nation and sabotage the effort of
the government in promoting
peace and stability.

May the Lord heal Malam
Umaru Yaradua in good time
and may He also help Nigeria.

Muhammad Kasim Nadab

mknadabo01@yahoo.com

Aword for Jos warriors

THE issue of rebuilding was
argued, but some of the radical
Muslim youths took that oppor-
tunity and went to a church
and attacked people who were
attending Sunday morning serv-
ice.You did not include that.
Martina

Mmaokeyami@yah9o.com. .,

Good afternoon, Mahmud
Jega, you are a man of integrity,
honestyand agood citizen. I, Idris
agree with all that you have said,
but you forgot something, the
unprofessional comment made
by the police commissioner that
Muslimyouths attacked Christian
worshippers contributed to the
problem. You deserve to be part
ofthe Federal Government com-
mittee ofenquiry. Thankyou and
God bless you.

Idris Damagum

elidris2007@yahoo.com

FUT Minna axes 3
students for rape

SCHOOL authorities should
watch the kind of students they
give admission to.

Stella

ammyzloyem@yahoo. com,

The school authorities took
the right decision by expelling the
students. Theyshould however be
arrested for further punishment

Umar Mohammed

doctoronline20@yahoo.com
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Haiti needs spiritual deliverance

hen our editorial
board met three
weeks ago, one of
the many issues that
came up for con-
sideration for possible editorials to be
done on them was the earthquake that
devastated the nation of Haiti and the
humanitarian disaster that it brought in
its wake. Over 200,000 souls were said
to have perished in that earthquake
whichalso struck the presidential man-
sion of that woe-begotten country. Like
millions of people on earth, the over-
whelming Response from members of
our board was the need for a massive
humanitarian aid to the people of Haiti.
WEll, this is the normal, natural or
reasonable thing to say in an editorial on
an issue like that but | decided to offer a
suggestion that | knewverywell will not
be accepted as an input that should be
reflected in the final editorial by who-
ever was going to be assigned to do the
draft. My humble suggestion was that
theieditorial should say, among other
things, that perhaps one of the great-
est things the people of Haiti need is
spiritual deliverance from the spiritual
pollution oftheir country. | offered that
humble suggestion because I think that
the series of calamities that befall that
country is not ordinary.

n My plea is that if Haiti
does not ultimately

wantto suffer the fate

1]

. Haiti is continually visited by one
calamity after another. If Haiti is not
hearciabout because of flood disaster, it
is for hurricane. Ifitis not hurricane, it
is earthquake. Ifit is not for hurricane,
it is about some riot or some epidemic.
Remember also that Haiti is described
as the poorest country in the Western
Hemisphere.

ofSodom and

Gomorrah

is dubious distinction should
worry some of us who sympa-
thise with that country to urge

age, there is no room for spiritual mat-
ters. Many are extremely cynical about,
and dismissive of, anything about the
intervention of the supernatural in our
affairs. Some feel it is even shameful for
a serious national newspaper to write
an editorial advocating for the spiritual
cleansing ofa country!

Our modem society has one stand-
ard response to natural disasters: we
call for food, clothing, money and
medicines for victims. It is very rare to
hear any voice ask the victim-countries
to search themselves to see whether
they have offended God and there is
therefore need for them to seek rec-
onciliation in order to avert any simi-
lar future calamity. When you talk like
that many will laugh you to scorn. They
will say you are a superstitious man who
attributes ‘natural’ disasters to God or
the spirits. They will say God is a good
God who does not bring evil upon his
creation. They fail to understand that
some nations engage in activities that
make God remove his covering upon

«them; they therefore become vulnera-
ble to ‘natural disasters’ like earthquake,
flood or hurricane.

Whatwe fail to realize is that a nation
is both a physical and a spiritual entity.
It is not only a physical or geographical
entity. It is in fact first a spiritual being
before it becomes physical. No matter
how sophisticated a nation may be and
whether it came into being through
wars, conquests or voluntary associa-
tion of the peoples, it must not forget
that it owes its existence to God and is
therefore bound to obey the rules and

regulations of God if it wants to dwell’

in safety and security. My haunch about
Haiti is that it is suffering because that
nation has elevated witchcraft to the
status of a national religion and God is
not happy about this, hence its unend-
ing woes. My plea is that if Haiti does
not ultimately want to suffer the fate of
Sodom and Gomorrah, it must retrace
its step and begin to worship the One
true God.

may not have food, cloths or money
to send to the people of Haiti but the
only gift I have for that country is to

lopen the minds of their leaders to this

possible understanding ofwhat may be

them to do something unusual abauthe root of their national problem.

their fate as a people for it seems disas-
ters will continue to befall that nation
forever unless something unique or
extraordinary is done. And for me, that
unique thing that needs to be done is for
the people of Haiti to seek spiritual solu-
tion to their problem. The unending
disasters that visit Haiti have reached
such a level that some are even sug-
gesting that the land which the largely
black ex-slaves are occupying is an evil
land which devours its inhabitants so
our brethren there be brought back and
resettled in some part of the African
homeland.

The board politely decided that |
should keep my spiritual deliverance
solution to myself. What will be said is
that Nigeria should lead the world in
coming to the aid of that island nation
especially as itis a largely blackcountry.
Iwas not surprised by the stance. | knew
that the board will not accept my input
because we tend to believe that since
we live in a scientific and technological

Haiti needs a spiritual revival, a return
to the worship of God Almighty.

There is too much voodoo in Haiti.
Haitians take too much delightin idola-
try. From the lowest to the highest in
Haiti, witchcraft is a national religion.
Their two famous ex-presidents, Papa
Doc and Baby Doc, were known occult
practitioners. Is Haiti the only sinning
nation on earth? Certainly not. Why
then do I think that God is punishing
them for a sinthatother nations are also
guilty of? That one, | do not know but
what I do know is that the devastation
ofthe Presidential Mansion in the capi-
tal Port-au-Prince in the latest tragedy
is a warning symbol ofthe impending
overthrow ofthe whole society of Haiti.

Rwanda brought a powerful man of
God Dick Warren to help the country
repent of the mindless blood shed and
pollution of 1994 and other atrocities
committed against the land of Rwanda.
That country is now witnessing peace
and steady progress.
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By Matthew Hassan Kukah

SutremKkadreardaissaficadqment ()

evelopment is all that

makes a person whole.

By themselves, physical

structures can become

evidence of develop-
ment but only to the extent that they
help the human people realize his or
her full potentials. For us in Southern
Kaduna, the temptation has been to
refer to our communities as not being
developed simply because we believe
we lack roads, highways, electricity and
other physical infrastructure. Despite
the lack of these, there are others who
believe that we have a future nonethe-
less.

I recall an incident in 1988 when |
returned from the United Kingdom to
do my field research in the course ofmy
Doctoral programme with the Univer-
sity of London. | had travelled all the
way to Nsukka to see if | could speak
with the famous Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe.
I was lucky or unlucky that | arrived
on the occasion of his 80th birthday
| think. Though it was difficult, | did
manage to see him. He ushered me in
when he heard | was a Catholic priest
and he faintly recollected my name
(from my writings and contributions
to Nigeria, he said) to my greatest
shock. In his presence, | introduced
myselfagain and he asked ifitwas true
that | hailed from Benue State. | told
him | hailed from Kaduna State. Are

you from Southern Kaduna, he asked?
When | nodded, his face immediately
lit up. Come here, my son, Come, Sit
here, as he gestured and beckoned me,
tapping his lap. To my shock, he beck-
oned me to his lap and asked me to sit
down. I was in shock due to his age, but
consoled that my small frame would do
him no immediate harm. Bring hisfood,
he told the stewards. Southern Zaria has
a specialplace in my heart. | knowyour
people have suffered, but that is where
thefuture ofNigeria lies.

nd, lo and behold, there | was
perched on the right thigh
f one of“the greatest sons

have taken their toll on our people gen-
erally in the State. The tragic crisis of
Zangon Kataf left a pall that has con-
tinued to hang in the air. Many would
argue that that incident furthered
widened the gulf between the North
and Southern part of the State and
heightened tensions between Muslims
and Christians, to use the popular but
unhelpful label.

There have been anxieties among
the people that despite all the hard
work, the system has not rewarded
them adequately. To the majority of
people, getting their hands on the
levers of political power is all that mat-
ters. For a society where the State has
been and remains the only domain of
appropriation and distribution of the
loot of state, one can understand why
these sentiments have, such a power-
ful hold on our people. The general
feelings are captured by the follow-
ing observations: We have never pro-
duced a Governor. WWedon't have a sin-
gle Industry. There is a genuinefeeling
that the Federal and State Governments
have abandoned us. The only solution
we have to redeem ourselves is to look
for the nearest Exit. Enter State creation
as the solution!

ike tens of other communities
across the country, our people
are saying, we want to exit by way

fhaving a State of our own. The senti-

ments are understandable and they can
be appreciated. After all, only last year,
it was here that Hon Dimeji Bankole,
the Speaker of the Federal House of
Representatives announced to a similar
gatheringthat there was hope for a St*te
and all that was required was hard work,
unityand dedication. Fine talk. Butasa
scholar, 1 want to provoke you by asking
you to begin to think beyond the bor-
ders of State-as-solution mentality. Do
not get me wrong. | will celebrate any
day this dream comes true. But before
then, | feel | have a duty to prepare your
minds to other challenges that should
occupy our minds while we wait for
the goose to lay the golden egg ofa new
Kaduna State. A state will not be a cure
for the Aids ofour collective conditions.
What we need is to acquire the tools
that we require to function effectively
and efficiently within a new Kaduna
State or within the existing borders.
The Nigerian elite across the board
remains obsessed with the balkaniza-
tion of the country into their various
spheres of influence and power. Thus,
the creation of new States, Local Gov-
ernment Areas, and Chiefdoms has

Africa. Sadly, that was beforebéen pursued as a solution. At a theo-

mobile phones made photography so
easy. Then as now, | asked myself, is it
really the case that we represent the face
of the future of Nigeria? In what way,
| asked myself. Given our tendency to
wallow in self pity, this was indeed a
salutary statement.

Today, a Culture of cynicism, a
sense of personal and collective pity, a
negative sense of being oppressed and
rejected seems to have formed a cloud
over the elites of Southern Kaduna.
Today, when we speak of Southern
Kaduna, people seem to sound rather
despondent and helpless. The feeling of
a deep Culture of oppression has sunk
into our system. The years of violence

retical level, we should be asking our-
selves, what are the endless agitations
for states symptomatic of? At a time
when we are witnessing the emergence
ofglobalisation and global citizenship,
how and why should our people be
seeking independence through the
reduction of space?

To be Contd.

Rev. Monsignor Kukah, Vicar
General of the Catholic Archdiocese
of Kaduna, made these (excerpted)
remarks on “Culture and Development:
Southern Kadunas strugglefor national
integration” at Afan Day Festival of
Kagoro Chiefdom of Kaduna, on New
Years Day
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Between Tinubu and
Fashola: Eko don baje!

hate to read this aspect of
Tinubu-Fashola’s politi-
cal development in Lagos.
Those of us, especially from
the North, who always want to
point at the Lagos States success
story in terms of political men-
toring and giving the mentored
political leadership free hand to
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discharge its responsibilities are
about to be disappointed. Both
Tinubu and Fashola should please
save us

-from this embarrassing politi-
cal situation. They should note
thatin Nigeria there would always
be the willing pro-Tinubu and
pro-Fashola rallies and groups.
We don’t need any soothsayer to
tell us that the foundation laid by
Tinubu and consolidated by Fas-
hola, has made Lagos to be a very
unique State in Nigeria. Truly,

Textuson 081318000 30

Gwagawalada-Kuje road

IT is over 5 months since we were
promised that the Gwagwalada-
Kuje road would be completed in
6 months time; yet work is prac-
tically yet to commence. The
human and capital resources
of the contractor are yet to be
deployed. One wonders if the
rains are still here. Or is it part
of the Nigerian culture to make
empty promises that can never
be fiilfilled? The way things are it
is doubtful if the contractor has
the capability and resources to
deliver. It should prove sceptics
wrong-by mobilising fully to site
and commencing work immedi-
ately.

YUSUF Julde, Kuje,
08026819515.

Placing Buhari

IT would be a great move ifBuhari
left the ANPP. Perhaps with the
leadership of the country in such
a flux, joining the PDP would
not be abad idea at all. In fact, he
could become president on itplat-

form. That'll be the day!
ADAMU Liman Abba, Potiskum,
Yobe State, 08038727587.

Who gains, who loses?
WHAT does Yaradua stand
to lose if he temporarily relin-
quished power? | honestly think
he should do so, if nothing but to
ease the pressure on him.
SULEIMAN Kuliya Usman,
08053430388.

More states out of Kano

MORE than seventy percent of
our secondary school students are
deprived oftertiary education annu-
ally. Deprivation ofeducation means
perpetual domination by the retro-
gressive people; their children are
studying abroad! We wish for more
states; we yearn for them and we
want them. It is for the greatness of
the whole and not that ofany class.
UBALE Bompai, Rano, Kano,
08033246464.

Jerry Boy can't be serious
THE reported remarks of Useini

thltirifrn4dGToW £f
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even for a non-Yoruba speaker
like me, Eko don

baje! Both Tinubu and Fashola
should note that Lagos is greater
than any one of them and for
those of us their ardent admirers,
we can not afford to take this sim-
mering political crisis from them!

Abdulrahman Mohammed
Alfa, Ghana Institute of Manage-
ment and Public Administration

Greenhill, P.O. Box AH 50,
Achimota-Accra.,

seeking suspension ofthe Abisoye
panel into Jos crisis are highly dis-
appointing. Itseems some people
have hidden agenda or/are afraid
of Abisoye panel. But why should
they be? Let the panel conclude
its sitting, the culprits identified
along with the recent one.

IBRAHIM Ahoko, 08036212829.

Maryam Babangida, truly
unforgettable

HON Abike Dabiri-Erewa’s tribute
to the former first lady was moving.
Thanks for sharing that wonderful
experience with us. Ve need more of
such women in Nigeria, though its a
pity that some of the so-called first
ladies refused to follow her footsteps;
instead they turn themselves into
demigods. | was a victim of a former
wife of the vice president who asked
her guide to lock me up because |
didn’t stand on my feet when I heard
she was coming; itwas thatbad. Mar-
yam Banbangida came, saw and con-
quered; she is indeed a mother.
08033115317.
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By Obiora Obeagu

Anambra politidansas
obstades to credible election

he desire for free and fair elections is the top
priority of every Nigerian voter. However, elec-
tions alone do not make a democracy. There is
ageneral understanding that the processes lead-
ing up to the election ranging from selection of
candidates by parties to the actual conduct of the election
are important components of the electoral processes as they
eventually impact on the final outcome of the election.

Political parties occupy a special place in our democratic
equation today as they have exclusive right to present can-
didates. However, a key aspect of Nigeria’s electoral process
that has generated so much controversy is lack of internal
party democracy. Past experiences in Nigeria show that it is
pointless to expect parties to become democratic on their
own except through court interventions and judicial pro-
nouncements nullifying autocratic and inequitable party
actions.

The truncation of democratic elections in Nigeria begins
with undemocratic imposition or selection of candidates
by political parties. Many recent conflicts in the political
environment are triggered by grievances over exclusionary
party practices. We have witnessed and are still witnessing
some shameful undemocratic practices by our political par-
ties. For instance, intra-party conflicts rocked most party
primaries through which candidates emerged for 2007 elec-
tions as most of the candidates were hand-picked through
undemocratic imposition rather than transparent elections.
In many cases, chosen candidates were illegally substituted
by autocratic party leadership. Currently, the build up to the
Anambra 2010 election have been marred by deep-seated
intra and inter party wrangling and widespread violence
instigated by those who feel aggrieved by the outcome of
the primaries and those bent on grabbing power by do-or-
die means.

The bitterness arising from undemocratic primaries,
and the imposition of candidates, heat up the polity as dis-
enchanted members resort to legal battles, sometimes with
the aim of redressing perceived”njustices and sometimes as
a means of frustrating what they regard as unfair electoral
process. There is nothing intrinsically wrong with seeking
redress in court. However, current realities from our politi-
cal experiences show that our politicians now largely see the
court as a short cut to truncate the democratic process by
reckless and irresistible corruption of the judiciary. Unfor-
tunately too, some of our judges are now willing tools in the
hands ofthese unscrupulous political elements. During one
ofmyexams in my University days at Faculty of Law, Enugu
campus, Iwas required to analyze the statement that “Justice
isblind...” | remember writing clearly that though Justice is
blind and cannot see, it is often led by Judges who have eyes
and the tendencies to lead it on the pathway of injustice.

Based on Nigeria’s past experiences, the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC) has taken steps to
initiate its electoral reforms as stop-gap measures for the
wider reforms. The Commission has said it is determined
to conduct credible, free and fair election in Anambra State.
But the critical stakes and threats that may mar or under-
mine the smooth conduct of the Anambra Governorship
election is the revelation by the Inspector General of Police,
Ogbonna Onovo, that he had uncovered plans by politicians
towreck havoc and rig the election. There isso much yearn-
ing for electoral reform by way of amending the Constitu-
tion and the Electoral Act, but whereas such is necessary,
I do not see how the amendments will change the present
realities of our political environment. Do the present con-
stitution and electoral act authorize the importation ofarms
and recruitment ofthugs for election violence? Do they per-
mit the corruption of election officials and security agen-
ciesby corrupt political actors? The looming problems from
the desperation of parties and candidates who are engaged
in intra and inter-party fights, importation of arms, sow-
ing of police and army uniforms, recruitment of thugs and
war veterans from Aguleri, Umuleri and the Nigfer Delta
militants have raised questions about whether this coming
Saturday’s election could be free, fair and credible. More
worrisome is the fact that Despite 1G’s revelation, no cul-
prit has been arrested so far and no stockpiled arms have
been confiscated. Could it be the result of security lapses and
inefficiency on the part of the police? The danger in this is
that these unscrupulous politicians will continue to unleash
violence and undermine free and fair elections in the polity.

Obeagu, a lawyer, writefrom Abuja.



[1] OPINION

DAILYISTRUST
EDITORIAL

No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon LarWay,
Utako District, Abuja
09-6726241,6715364

T he M
tim

arshal’s

ely w arning

he Chief of Defence Staff, Air Vice- Marshal Paul

Dike recently had.a useful word of advice directed

mainly at politicians, but with other groups in society

dually in mind. In a statement, Dike warned politi-

cians not to drag the military into the on-going con-
stitutional logjam in the country. He spoke against the backdrop
ofthe debate over the absence of President Umaru Musa Yar'adua
on health grounds, and attempts to bypass constitutional pro-
visions in addressing the issue. The Air Force chief reminded
politicians to always find ways of resolving issues.

Air Vice-Marshall Dike was not speaking out of a hat; there
had been some chatter about rumours that a coup d'etat was
widely and openly being discussed as a possibility should the
politicians failed to untangle the apparent impasse among them.
His comments also came on the heels of reports alleging that
movement oftop military officers had been restricted. Dismiss-
ing the notion of a military coup to supplant the current order,
AVM Dike assured the nation ofthe military’s commitment to its
constitutional role of defending the nation’s territorial integrity
and preserving the unity of the country.

The ChiefofDefence Staffmade a fundamental statement by
clarifying that the military will keep to its constitutional role and
will not again intervene in the governance of the country under
any political guise. Democracy can only develop and mature in
Nigerian if the military understands its role in it, and continu-
ally subordinate itself to political authority. Military interven-
tion in purely political bickering cannot be part of it. As the
nation experiences hiccups in the practice of democracy (after
a prolonged period of military administrations, it should be
remembered), politicians, and civil society generally, must learn
from mistakes and be the wiser the next time. Moreover, military
rule isan unwarranted aberration because of its unsuitability to
civiladministration. By training the military uses instruments
of coercion to achieve results, processes that are anathema to
democracy, which essentially involves disagreement, some-
times acrimonious, consultation, consensus and compromise.
Dialogue isan instrument of reaching agreement in democratic
dispensation. That is where we are now.

Politicians must learn to imbibe the notion of the spirit of
national interest, as against personal interest, when they engage
themselves in issues that border on national stability Politics is
about service to the people and not for personal gains or self-
enrichment. Essentially it is concerned with the state and ofthe
conditions basic to its existence and development.

liticians must play politics according by the rules. Politi-
ians must also be sensitive to our peculiar environment
when they play their politics, otherwise there always is the

danger that their conduct may lead to political violence instabil-

ity. The supreme law, the 1999 constitution, provides foraddress-
ing every aspect of our political life; it should be consulted in
times of uncertainty, like now, and not look beyond it to bring
about an unconstitutional order.

The military deserves our commendation for rightly keeping
out of the constitutional crisis that'we find ourselves in, due to
the unusually long absence of a head of state. Democracy is the
worldwide norm, giving citizens opportunity to choose leaders
whowill rule them. Nigerians for nowhave settled for that. Poli-
ticianswho were reported to have called for military intervention
because ofthe current crisis should be identified; they are not fit
to hold public office.

Any regime change through coup d'etat is unacceptable, and
that is the message thar must continually be sent out. We praise
Dike for being the lightening rod.
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Jos, Jang and genocide

‘Conscience is an open wound; only
the truth can heal it’
—Usman Danfodio

he cardinal principles

of journalism require

that accuracy, fairness

and objectivity prevail

when reporting the
news. However when the two sides
involved in a conflict make it quite
difficult to know who started the
aggression, the journalist is faced
with an even more difficult task of
abiding by the professional code of
ethics. The crisis that erupted again
in Jos still remains an unfolding
tragedy as those affected counted
their losses in lives put at over 1000,
property worth billions of naira,
the injured and the displaced are
about 40,000. The anatomy of the
crisis was provided by a colleague
who monitored it. The violence
broke out when a Hausa man,

.Malam Kabiru of Dutse Uku in

Jos North Local Government was
reconstructing his house which
was destroyed two years ago.
Some Birom citizens who felt that
the Hausas should not be allowed
to rebuild destroyed houses nor
return to where ever they had been
expelled during previous crisis
started stoning the workers. A fight
broke out among them. Elders in
the town were invited to mediate
and the issue seemed to have been
contained. There was no incident
on the second day but the Com-
missioner of Police, Mr. Gregory
Atainyang went on AIT televi-
sion and said some Muslim Youth
went and attacked worshippers in
their church and started destruc-
tion unprovoked. AIT then inter-
viewed four Birom activists who
supported the Commissioner’s
account. That ignited the violence
and added a religious dimension
to what started as a clash between
some Hausa and Birom men. The
Commissioner of Police has been
posted out of the state for incit-
ing the genocide that followed his
interview.

the third day, the Birom
obilised and surrounded
ausa settlements in

Civil Society
Watch

By Hajiya Bilkisu (mni)

and Kuru Janata were not spared.
None ofthe houses were left stand-
ing In Kuru Karama, the killing
was blood chilling. The Birom sur-
rounded their victims, shot about
200 hundred people and dumped
150 of them in wells. The recovery
of the bodies was covered by the
some media houses and many peo-
ple saw it on Aljazeerah television.
The reporter pointed accusing
fingers at the Governor Jang who
refused to act on security reports
that indicated that there were
plans to ignite the crisis. When
the crisis broke, there was failure

vented were the Muslim women in
Nigeria who converged on Abuja
led by their umbrella organisa-
tion, the Federation of Muslim
Women’s Associations in Nigeria
(FOMWAN). One hundred and
twenty of us went in to the National
Assembly in Abuja to protest the
genocide in Jos.

We carried placards that read:
'End thegenocide’, ‘Theguilty must
be punished’, ‘Stop the killings and
destruction”, Letpeace reign on the
Plateau’, “This is man$ inhumanity
to man”, and “IndictJang”.

hey echoed the demands of

I some civil society organi-
sations on the crisis. They
called on all Nigerian to embrace
peace, respect one another and
resist the manipulation ofour lives
by the politicians and the ruling
class who use religious and ethnic

'Stop the killings and destruction”,
'Let peace reign on the Plateau’;
"This is man's inhumanity to man",
and"Indict lang".

1B M

of leadership. Jang made no effort
to mobilise for security protection
and showed no remorse. The BBC
carried news of a video tape that
showed security men killing peo-
ple they rounded up. The reporter
alleged that the Jang administra-
tion has completed plans to con-
tinue displacement of the Hausas
through demolition of most mar-
kets where the majority ofthe own-
ers are Hausas under the pretence
lof implementing the Greater Jos
Plan that he designed.
The Birom version came from
a reverend father who told us that
‘the Hausas who were working on
the house that was being rebuilt
numbered 200 and they attacked
the worshippers in their church
on Sunday, dispersed them, wrote
‘Islam Only’ on the wall and also
burnt a church in another part of

nguwa Uku in Bukuru, a sultomin. He said the crisis is not ethic

ofJos. At first the two groups were
engaged in stone throwing until
arms were procured by the Birom
side and the shooting began. All
the houses in Bukuru Gyel inhab-
ited by the Hausas were burnt
down. In Gyero village adjacent
to Bukuru, they killed an Imam
and his people. The destruction
was carefully planned to drive out
the Hausa and indeed all Muslims
irrespective of their ethnic affilia-
tion. The reporter was particularly
disturbed ‘that the mining camps
and settlement from the colo-
nial era where the Hausa miners’
descendants have lived for over 120
years were destroyed by the Birom.
They laid siege on the six camps
mainly Sabon Gidan Kanar, Gyero,
Bisichi, Dogon Na Hauwa, Rayfield
Maidiko, Rafin Bauna, and razed
them to the ground. They slaugh-
tered 47 people, most of them old
men who could not run away.’
Other Hausa and Muslim areas
within Kuru Karama, Kuru Babba

but religious and ‘it is a continua-
tion of the jihad the Muslims are
always waging against the Chris-
tians.” Radio France monitored in
Abuja said the Chairman of the
Christian Association of Nigeria
CAN in Plateau State and Catho-
lic Archbishop of Jos, Reverend
Ignatius Kaigama debunked this.
He said in a meeting of Religious
Leaders and stakeholders which
met with the Vice President in
Abuja yesterday that he drove to
the church and the church leaders
told him that nothing like that hap-
pened and theywere never attacked
in their church during service.

As the dust settled, the women
in Jos across ethnic and religious
divide fasted and prayed for three
days and planned a protest march
to register their condemnation of
the wanton destruction oflives and
property in their once peaceful city.
They were prevented from carry-
ing out their protest by the govern-
ment. Those who could not be pre-

sentiments to cover up their fail-
ure to provide good governance
and guarantee the fundamental
rights of all. Like most citizens,
the women have lost faith in the
government panels that are set up
to investigate the causes ¢fvarious
crises and their numerous reports
that are never implemented. The
women and the Centre called for
the prosecution of the perpetra-
tors of the mayhem and interna-
tional investigation and action in
the case. They also demanded that
+ leaders should be held account-
able for crisis that occur during
their tenure

+ the government should also
investigate and prosecute those
responsible for the killing over one
thousand (1000) people during the
violence

+ the media must eschew parti-
sanship and provide balanced and
unbiased reports to avoid the esca-
lation of the crisis

+ government must compensate
all the victims who lost their fam-
ily members and properties as a
result of the tragedy

« all the previous reports of inquir-
ies set up to investigate the various
crises be made public and those
behind the violence should be
prosecuted no matter how highly
placed

+ the government of Plateau state
must realise that the discrimina-
tion against non-indigenes in its
territory is a time-bomb that must
not be allowed to explode again. It
has responsibility to protect all the
people living in the state, irrespec-
tive of their religious and ethnic
group.

+ the Federal government should
ensure that its security forces exer-
cise restraint and comply with
international standards on the use
of force in responding inter-com-
munal violence.
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N O KIA
Connecting People

Share quality time in a Romantic Getaway

Ndda5l0  Noka5BO  NkiaZTQr Nokia233c  Nokia220dice

with Nokia this Valentine Season.

*Buy any of the featured phones atselected Nokia Partner Retailer Outlets.

»Register at maii.ovi.com.

>8end an e-mail from your ovi mail account created e.g. gloryada@ovi.com
with your Name, IMS Numbers Phorte Number to
nokiavaientine@ovi.coni or send SMS to 08135342662

>Eg. Glory Ada, 1234567890123456,08098765432

-WinaRomantic Trip to Ghana or a Special candle- Htdinner for two.

SWin Romantic instant gifts in a lucky dip with every purchase.
| Offer startsJanuary 25 and ends February 28,2010.

*Tripand Dinnerwinners must present purchased phones when claiming
their rewards.
IMultiple entries will be disqualified.
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NO OF 2006census

STATES vl Population
(Millions)

AKW AIBOM 31 3.92
RIVERS 23 5,19
DELTA 25 4 1u
BAYELSA 8 1.70
KANO 44 9.38
ONDO 18 3.44
LAGOS 20 9.01
KATSINA 34 5.79
oYO 33 559
KADUNA 23 6.07
BORNO 27 4.15
JM O 27 H 031
NIGER 25 3.95
BAUCHT 20 468
JK3AW A 27 4.35
BENUE 23 4.22
EDO 18 3.22
SOKOTO p>3 3.70
OSUN *io 342
ASIA 17 2.83
KOGI 21 3.28
ANAMBRA 21 4.18
ADAMAW A 21 3.17
KEBS8I 21 3.24
OGUN 20 3.73
TARABA 16 2.30
PLATEAU 17 3.18
YOBE 17 2.32
ZAMFARA 14 3.26
CROSS RIVER 18 2.89
ENUGU 17 3.26
KW ARA 16 2.37
EKITI 16 2.38
GOMBE 11 2.35
NASSARAW A 13 1.86
EBONY! 13 2.17
F.C.T.ABUJA 6 141
Total States & LG Portion
FGN Portion
Total 140

Subsidy P«M
(N Billions)

79.13
72.94
69.83
3559
32.55
27.86
24.48
24 .27
23.37
22.84
22.38
22.37
21.53
io."ii'
20.59
19.90
19.73
18.84
1841
18.33
17.93
17.85
17.82
17.68
17.06
16.58
1652
16.31
1594
1590
15.72
15.22
1367
13.47
13.43
12.94
257

872.23
738,00

1,610,23
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Subsidy Oiit$tnndinsi
(N Billions)

43.24
39.86
38.16
19.45
17.79
1522
13.38

13.26"

12.77
12.48
12.23
12.23
11.77
11.30
11.2s
10.88
10.78
10.30
10.06
10.02
9.80
9.76
9.74
9.66
9.32
9.06
9.03
891
8.71
8.69
8.59
8.32
7.47
7.36
7.34
7.07
141

476.68
403.32

880.00

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FINANCE A8UJA

Total Subsidy
(N Billion*)

122.37
112.80
108.00
55.05
50.34
43.08
37.86
37.53
36.14
3531
3461
34.59
33.29
31.98
3185
30.78
30.51
2914
28.47
28.34
27.73
2761
2755
27.34
26.38
25.65
2555
2522
2466
24.59
24.32
2353
2114
20.83
20.78
20.02
3.98

1,348.92
114131

249028
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THE  International  Crimi-
nal Court was wrong when it
decided that Sudan’s leader can't
be charged with genocide in Dar-
fur, appeals judges said yesterday
— an unprecedented ruling that
could lead to President Omar al-
Bashir’s indictment with human-
ity’s worst crime.

The appeals ruling also put
other leaders around the world on
notice that the court will not balk
atcharging them with genocide if
they persecute their own people.

The standard of proof the
court used last year to dismiss
three counts of genocide against
al-Bashir “was higher and more
demanding than what is required”
in its statutes, appellate judge
Erkki Kourula of Finland said
yesterday.

Activists  welcomed the
groundbreaking decision, which
helps define just how much evi-
dence prosecutors need before
judges at the world’s first perma-
nentwar crimes tribunal will issue
an indictment.

“Todays ruling is hugely sig-
nificant, as it could lead to the

mnclusion of charges of genocide

by ICC judges for a sitting head of
state and for the first time in the
history of the court,” said Wil-
liam R. Pace of the Coalition for
the ICC, a nongovernment group
that supports the court.

The five-judge appeals cham-
ber said the International Crimi-
nal Court wrongly concluded in
March that there was insufficient
evidence to charge al-Bashir with
three counts ofgenocide for alleg-
edly attempting to wipe out entire
ethnic groups in the war-ravaged
province of Darfur.

Instead, the court charged him
with seven counts of war crimes
and crimes against humanity for
allegedly orchestrating a cam-
paign ofmurder, torture, rape and
forced expulsions in Darfur.

, Al-Bashir, the first sitting head
of state indicted'.by the world’s
first permanent war crimes tri-
bunal, refuses to recognize the
court’sjurisdiction and has vowed
never to surrender.’

Rabie Abdel-Attie, a Sudan
government spokesman, said the
decision yesterday reflected its

increasing isolatioii from reality
on the ground in Sudan.

He said the decision will
not affect al-Bashirs bid to run
again for presidency at elections
expected in April.

“The government doesn’t give
the court any consideration and
doesn’t care much for it. This is a

...Sudan kicks at appeals court decision

KHARTOUM accused the Inter-
national Criminal Court yester-
day oftrying to affect peace talks
with Darfur rebels and reform in
Sudan after an appeals chamber
ordered a review of the dropping
ofgenocide charges against Presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir.

* “The ICC wants to impact the
political process in Sudan and the
ongoing negotiations in Doha,”
Kamal Obeid, state minister for
information, told AFP, referring
to consultations with Darfur
rebels in Qatar. “Ifyou look to the
time ofthis process, it shows that
the 1CC wants to stop the politi-
cal development in Sudan, but |
believe it will help Sudanese to
be more committed to the demo-
cratic transformation,” he said.

The appeals chamber of the

ICC ordered the pre-trial cham-
ber to reconsider it decision to
drop three charges of genocide
when it issued an arrest warrant
for Bashir in March last year on
five counts of crimes against
humanity and two of war crimes
committed in Darfur.

Thejudges said that the stand-
ard ofproofon which the pre-trial
chamber rejected the genocide
charges was too demanding. They
directed it to issue “a new deci-
sion using the correct standard
ofproof”.

The decision came as Bashir
briefly visited Doha to meet
Qatari Emir Hamad Ben Khalifa
al-Thani for talks that dealt with
the Darfur peace process. ICC
decision important for Darfur
victims: prosecutor

The Justice and Equality
Movement has held two rounds
of talks with Sudanese govern-
ment officials. AJEM official wel-
comed the appeal court’s decision
as avictory for “the population of
Darfur and justice” but added
that his group was still commit-
ted to the peace talks. Other rebel
groups have boycotted them.

A Sudanese official said on
Sunday that Khartoum wanted
the talks to conclude before agen-
eral election expected in April —
Sudan’s first since 1986.

The United Nations says up to
300,000 people have died and 2.7
million fled their homes since the
ethnic minority rebels in Darfur
first rose up against the Arab-
dominated Sudan government in
February 2003.
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(enocicie charge now possiblefor Sudan'sal-Bashir

matter of principle,” he told The
Associated Press from Khar-
toum. “The court is heading in
one direction and we in the other.”

Al-Bashir’s indictment in
March farther isolated his hard-
line regime.

Since the charges were issued,
the Sudanese leader has traveled

Guinea’s new PM
says elections
may take time

GUINEA'’S new prime minister
says a presidential election meant
to bring civilian rule may not be
held within six months.

A breakthrough agreement
reached last month had called for
a vote to take place within that
timeframe. But Jean-Marie Dore,
a long-time opposition leader,
told Guineans yesterday that it
will take time to appoint com-
petent ministers to a transitional
unity government

Guineas military leader Capt
Moussa “Dadis” Camara, who
seized power ina December 2008
coup, agreed last month not to
return to the West African coun-
try. He is recuperating in Burkina
Faso after surviving an assassina-
tion attempt.

to friendly countries but called off
trips to nations where he fears he
could be arrested and sentto The
Hague.

Moreno Ocampo said part of
the alleged genocide was a cam-
paign of rape to drive women into
the desert, where they die of star-
vation.

Africa's priorities
food, transport,
energy - AU head

NEW African Union president
Bingu wa Mutharika said yester-
day that food security, transport
infrastructure and en.ergy will be
his priorities as leader ofthe pan-
African body.

“This year we'll focus on three
issues: first food security to make
sure Africa is able to feed Africa
within five years.

Second on transport infra-
structures... to connect Africa,
and third on energy because we
must have enough power to run
our industries,” said the Malawian
president

Mutharika replaces Libyan
leader Moammer Gaddafi. The
53-member AU will hold its next
summit in Kampala in July.
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NNALILLAWAINVAILAH RAATUN

f On behalfofmy humble self, members of
my family and the entire good people of
Moriki emirate, wish to convey our deepest
condolence to the family of General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida (GCFR) over the
sorrowful departure of the former Nigerian
first lady Dr. (Mrs) Maryam Babangida.

Dr. (Mrs) Maryam Babangida was indeed a
great icon, a woman whose virtue were
really extolled by many, the limelight of her
society, the pride of Nigerian women, second
to none.

Yes, she lived a life full of rare
achievements, determination for sei*
actualization, a life worthy of emulation and
basically, the restoration of her gender pride.
She has been the heroine of our lime.

® May Allah in His infinite mercy answer our
j8 prayers for the repose of her gende soul and
J  reward her with Jannatul Firdausi as her final
ft  abode and the family, the fortitude to bear
1 this irreparable loss.

ALLAH YAJIKANTA YA GAFARTA
MATA (AMEEN).
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Fatah leader visits Gaza
In goodwill trip

A senior Fatah leader is visiting Gaza for
the first time since the territory was seized
by Fatah’s Islamic militant Hamas rivals'in
2007.

Nabil Shaath, a Gaza native, said yes-
terday that his three-day trip is meant to
improve the atmosphere between the two
factions.

Repeated attempts at reconciliation have
failed.

Shaath'handed his passport to Hamas

border guards for registration, in a sym-
bolic recognition of Hamas authority.
Shaath says the trip has the blessing of
Fatah's leader, Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas.

Shaath plans to meet Hamas leaders,
but says he won't begin reconciliation talks
while in the territory.

A member of Shaath’s group, West
Bank businessman Munib al-Masri, met
with Gaza’s Hamas prime minister.

JALALUDDIN Haqgqgani, former Taliban Army Supreme Commander.

Pakistan could be keytoTaliban

reconciliation

PAKISTAN'S links with Taliban leaders
believed based in the country could prove
vital to the Afghan governments renewed
push to make peace with the insurgents,
a potential benefit from relationships that
have been relentlessly criticized by the US.

But experts-warn that even Pakistan,
which armed and funded the Taliban in
the 1990s, is limited in its ability to push
through a deal since Afghanistan, the US
and the Taliban itselfare likely to be suspi-
cious ofwhat Islamabad wants in exchange.
Pakistan could also act as a spoiler in the
process if it believes its interests are not
being served.

US officials have expressed skepticism of
Reconciling with high-level Taliban leaders,
preferring instead to focus on persuading
junior fighters to switch sides by offering
them homes and jobs, along with relatively
moderate higher-level members of the
regime toppled by the U.S.-led invasion of
Afghanistan. American reluctance is driven
by hostility toward senior Taliban figures,

many of whom have links with al-Q air™*

and the beliefthey will be unwilling to cut
a deal until their battlefield momentum is
reversed. *

But there has been a flurry of recent
activity related to reconciliation, includ-

ing Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s
announcement last week of a planned
peace conference that he hoped would
include Taliban members.

The president traveled to Saudi Arabia
yesterday in an attempt to enlist the sup-
port ofthe country, which also has historic
links to the Afghan Taliban.

Karzai has said he is willing to welcome
back any militants who renounce violence
and recognize the Afghan constitution.

However, the Taliban have always set
the withdrawal of international troops as
a precondition for any negotiations — a
demand that Karzai has called unrealistic.

Karzai has also called on Pakistan to
help with reconciliation, acknowledging
the country’s unique position to influence
the process because of its links with the
Taliban and their decision to flee to Paki-
stan ifollowing the 2001 U.S.-led invasion.

“Just about any significant commander
network involved in die insurgency has got
an address in Pakistan, so Pakistan really
does have the ability to be a real positive
force,” safd Michael Semple, a former
European diplomat whom Karzai expelled
from Afghanistan two years ago for sup-
posedly unauthorized contacts with the
Taliban.
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NOTICE OF 30™

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 30th Annual General
Meeting of the Alumni Association of the National Institute
for Policy and Strategic M ie's, Kuru (AANI) will hold from
10 am on Saturday 6th March 2010 at the Atiku Abubakar
Auditorium of the Shehu Musa Yar'Adua Centre, Abuja.

Agendafor the timing is asfollows:

2
3.
4
5

Minutes of Last Meeting.

Matters Arising from Minutes ofiast Meeting,
The Annual Report of the Secretary-General.
The Report o ft >eAccounts of the Previous Year.

Appointment  of  Auditors and  their
Remunerath
6. Amendmentofthe ContiMbn. /
less.
Any an item on the
afore-stated may do <o gives a
written notii er than 2(fh

February 2

1stFebruary 2010

Abuja, Nigeria

O.U. EMELE, mni
Commodore
Secretarv-General

WWW.aam.org


http://www.aam.org
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Haitian judge questions detained Americans

A group of US Baptist missionar-
ies arrested trying to leave Haiti
with a busload of children faced
more questioning by a local judge,
while an orphanage director said
many ofthe children had parents.

The investigating magistrate
was to meet with the five men yes-
terday, a day after he questioned
the five women for several hours
at judicial police headquarters,
where they arejailed, according to
Haiti’s communications minister.
No lawyerswere present. Minister

Marie-Laurence Jocelyn Lassegue
said the evidence from the judge
will be presented to a Haitian
district attorney who will decide
whether to file criminal charges
against the 10 Americans.

The Baptists from Idaho say
they were only trying to help
orphans survive the earthquake.
But legal experts say taking chil-
dren across a border without
documents or government per-
mission can be considered child
trafficking.

International currency market FOREX

Is a reliable and lucrative tool to increase capital.

At the SOS Childrens Vil-
lage orphanage where authorities
are protecting the 33 children,
regional director Patricia VVargas
said none whoare old enough and
willing to talk said they are par-
entless: “Up until now we have not
encountered any who say they are
an orphan.”

Vargas said most of the chil-
dren are between 3 and 6 years
old, and unable to provide phone
numbers or any other details
about their origins.
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US, Russia nearing nuclear
arms control agreement

THE first major US Russian
nuclear arms control treaty in
nearly two decades should be
ready for signing by the end of
March, a senior Russian legisla-
tor said yesterday.

, President Barack Obama’s top
arms control official, US under-
secretary of State Ellen Tauscher,
said the talks toward a successor
agreement to the now-expired
1991 Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty are “in the endgame.”

US and Russian officials said
last year that they would sign a
new treaty by the end of Decem-
ber, but talks have dragged on.

Moscow and Washington
both want to reach a new accord
as quickly as possible to give cred-
ibility to their efforts to persuade
Iran and North Korea to abandon
their nuclear programs.

START required each country
to cut nuclear warheads by about
one-fourth to about 6,000 and
implement procedures for verify-
ing the reductions.

President Barack Obama
and Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev agreed in July to cut the
number ofnuclear warheads each
country has to between 1,500 and
1,675 under a new treaty.

One of the hang-ups has been
including missile defense issues in
a new accord.

Ifcompleted, the new deal may
arguably be the farthest-reaching
arms control treaty since the orig-
inal 1991 agreement. An interim
deal reached in 2002 did not
include its own rules on verifying
nuclear reductions.

Speaking to The Associated
Press during a nuclear disarma-
ment conference in Paris, Mikhail
Margelov, the Kremlin-connected
head of the foreign affairs com-
mittee in Russia’s upper house
of parliament, said Obama and
Medvedevwould sign a new treaty
“by the end-ofthe first quarter.”

“This is not a political ques-
tion, it is a technical question,”
he said. “We are fine-tuning and
polishing details.”

In  Moscow, Medvedev's
foreign policy advisor Sergei
Prikhodko said “March or April
is a realistic target,” according to

.Russian news agencies.

Both sides say they will abide
by the old START treaty, which
expired Dec. 5, until a new one is
signed. Tauscher showed no sign
of readiness to abandon the US
nuclear deterrent.

TENDER NOTICE
CENTRALBANK OF NIGERIA

*

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that the Federal
Government of Nigeria Treasury- Bills of 91, 182 and 364-day tenors
amounting to N5,1 10,449,000, N30.000.000.00Q and N30,000,000,000
respectively would be issued by Dutchauction on Thursday, 11/02/2010.

AH Money Market Dealers should submit bids through the CBN

Aipari i* a leader fa providing training programs for FOREX srading. We teww how to explain
txaapucaasd thirsts mastaple way is owfcrto mate Forex trading aim jxtitmmbk for everyone.
Ifycm attend sar smtoduenv* seminar you vrfBteam what a traders job is.

We adhereto * practical approach to gMng our trainings a»d uwrnm. Weare happy w j4 *t*

mrfasowledge «nd trading experience with jwitt.

Sophisticated investment is a key to financial independence. One has to make a tremendous
work to cultivate hisabilities inorder toget thisindependence. Knowledge, experience and work
can open the door to success butyou should keep in mind what risks are related to trading.

tfyou attend our seminar you will learn how to start FOREX tradii
with minimum risk. You can increase your initial deposit several ft

with a small amount of funds.

Freeseminars; Monday Wednesday & Friday. 10»0-12pm< ¢

1st, & 3rd Saturday ofeverystandi. tJ*m -01lpm.
Mondsrys-Tfeursdajs C-Msy*) weefcfc 12pm-4pni,

IVesrfrsg fees

Free seminar in Afctya.

Onlyon 7th of February at Chelsea hotel. From 12.00 till 16,00

fPloi 123 Cadastral Zone AOQ, Cestrai 8usi»e» Msiritt. P.O.Box 7069, Ahsjja)

The <|uartity of chairs is Kinked,

Secure youseat by calling 018218274 and 0*034573593

4th floor, 11A Allen Avenue (beside Mama Cass),

lkeja, Lagos Nigeria
Tel.: 423418218274
4-234 8034573593

www.alpari-forex.eom/en/nigeria/

and how to make money
:even if you start trading

alpari

TEMENOS INTERNET BANKING between 9:00 am and 11:00 am
on Wednesday, 10/02/2010.

Each bid must be in multiple of N1,000 subject to a minimum of

N 10,000. Authorized Money Market Dealers are allowed to submit
multiple bids. A bid may be for audiorized Money Market Dealers own
account, Non-Money Market Dealers or interested members of the
public. The result of the auction would be announced by 11:30 am on
Wednesday, 10/02/2010. The Bank reserves the right to reject any bid.

Allotment letters would be issued for successful bids on Thursday,
11/02/2010, while payment for the successful bids should be made to
your account with Central Bank of Nigeria not later than 11:00 am on
Thursday, 11/02/2010.

The Bank reserves the right to vary the amount on offer in line with
market realities prevailing as at the period of auction of the Nigerian
Treasury Bills.

ISSUES OFFICE
CENTRALBANKOFNIGERIA

LAGOS

TINUBU SQUARE


http://www.alpari-forex.eom/en/n
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Analysis

AU: Gaddafi's tenure and the spirit of Haiti

By Is'hag Modibbo Kawu

E 14th Ordinary Session
ofthe Assembly ofthe Afri-
can Union (AU), opened in

ent on Western dictates.

The new AU Chairman, Bingu
wa Mutharika -stayed within
more conventional frames in his
address. “Africais notapoorcon-

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Sundaggnt but the people of Africa of

January 31. The theme ofthe 14th
Summit was “Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT) in Africa: Challenges and
Prospects for Development”.

A mostimportant platform for
African development, no doubts;
but what became an issue at the
commencement of the Assembly,
was the bid by the Libyan leader,
Muammar Gaddafi to stay Onfor
an extra year, as the Chairman of
theAU. '

Gaddafi failed in the bid,
because the effort would have
been contraryto the statutes ofthe
organization. In his place, Mala-
wi’s President Bingu wa Mutha-
rika was selected to lead the AU
for the next one year.

But trust that Gaddafi will
not leave the stage without some
hoopla! The Libyan strong man
used his farewell address to tell the
pan-African organization thatitis
wasting time and failing to meet
global challenges and urged the
African leaders to begin the proc-
ess of political unification.

That has been the central
theme ofhis year-long chairman-
ship of the AU, and we might
infact add that it has been the
major issue of his political career:
Gaddafi has attempted, albeit
unsuccessfully in the past, unity
projects with neighbouring Arab
states before turning to the Afri-
can continent with the same mes-
sage of finding unity.

The AU, he told his colleagues
was “tiring” him with long meet-
ings and making declarations and
reports without asking him.

Gaddafi was reported to have
further told his colleagues that
“it was like we were building a
new atomic bomb or something”,
referring to meetings which had
lasted long into the night and
which he characterized as “use-
less”.

“The world’s engine is turn-
ing into 7 or 10 countries and we
are not aware of that. The EU is
becoming one country and we
are not aware of it. We have to get
united to be united. Let’s be united
today”, Gaddafi told his peers.

en though an African unity
overnment is one of the
goals enshrined in the AUs

Africa are poor. Achieving food
security at the African level
should be able to address the
problem” said Mutharika, whose
country, Malawi, has achieved
bumper harvests in recent years
following a regime of fertilizer
and seeds subsidies.

President Mutharika asked
African leaders to “reflect that
Europe and much of the western
world developed using miner-
als, timber, wood, meat and fish
from Africa. But Europe and the
Western world did not develop
through resolutions and declara-
tions; they took action; concrete
action”.

The press release from the
AU on 31st January had noted
that 2010 will be a year of many
challenges on the continent, not-
ing that there has been a reduc-
tion in the number of conflicts in
recent years, due to collective con-
tinental efforts; however, “far too
many African countries remain
trapped in a vicious cycle of con-
flictwith its attendant deadly con-
sequences”. Y

e release reminded that
armed conflicts kill thou-
sands ofpeople every year;

return to Africa and be provided
land to re-settle on the continent.

The AU agreed to consider
Senegal’s proposal “to resetde
Haiti’s earthquake homeless and
possibly create a state for them in
Africa”. According to AU Com-
mission Chairman, Jean Ping, the
AU had opened an account for
Haiti with the African Develop-
ment Bank.

“It is out of a sense of duty

they create humanitarian disasd memory and solidarity that

ters; wipe out the livelihoods of
ordinary people and they make
sustainable development impos-
sible. “There is also a more pro-
found loss: the destruction of
hope for a better future”. So while
there was a fight over who the
chairman was to be, there seemed
to be agreement that the transi-
tional governments in Somalia,
Guinea and Sudan be supported.

AU Commission Chairman,
Jean Ping, warned of unspeci-
fied consequences for the parties
in the Malagasy political debacle
that decide to go it alone, outside
ofthe frame of the AU mediatory
effort to resolve the year-long
political crisis. The parties got a
15 day timeline to respond to the
African Union’s power-sharing
proposals.

ON the eve of this year’s AU
meeting, the Caribbean Republic
of Haiti had been hit by a devas-
tating earth quake which killed
an estimated 200,000 people and
destroyed most of the capital,

unding charter, many membePQrt-Au-Prince.

such as South Africa, Nigeria and
Ethiopia, have long been wary of
Gaddafi’s seeming over-effusive
push for the achievement of the
unity of the continent.

Many of the strongmen in the
African countries cannot agree to
let go of the sovereignty of their
nations. Gaddafi has the sup-
port of a few of the African lead-
ers such as Senegal’s Abdoulaye
Wade, who believe that union is
the only way to achieve the devel-
opment that will not be depend-

Haiti is regarded as the poor-
est country in the Western hemi-
sphere, yet it has very old links
with Africa; and as the first repub-
lic to throw offthe yoke ofslavery
in 1804, its history was a major
anti-colonial inspiration on the
African continent. Itwas against
the backdrop ofits history as well
as the devastation of the earth-
quake, that Senegalese President,
Abdoulaye Wade, on the eve ofthe
AU Summit, asked African coun-
tries to encourage Haitians to

we can further the proposal of
Senegalese President Abdoulaye
Wade to create in Africa the con-
ditions for the return of Haitians
who wish to return after the effect
ofthe disaster that ravaged Haiti”,
Ping said.

jgnificantly, on the eve ofthe
Summit, the AU also for the
irst time, expressed grati-

NIGERIAN ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERING CRAFTSMEN

tude to African scientists by giv-
ing two of them awards for excel-
lence. Itwas to stimulate scientific
research at national, regional and
continental levels, according to a
pre-Summit press release.

e winners were Profes-
sor Jan Hiderlbrand of
the University of Witwa-

Assembly of Heads of State and
Government. It was unfurled
by outgoing Chairman of the
AU, Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi,
against the backdrop ofthe strains
ofthe AU anthem.

The press statementannounc-
ing the new flag reminded that
“during the 8th African Union
Summit ... (in) 2007, (it was)

tersrand in South Africa, for técided to launch a competition

work in the Basic Science and
Innovation category as well as
Doctor Patrick George Ericcson
from the University of Pretoria
also in South Africa, who got
recognition for his work in the
Earth and Life Sciences category.
Each of them received a sum of
$100,000.

As part of the background to
the Summit, the African Union
also unveiled its new flag at the
14th Ordinary Session of the

Established by Otcra* 27 of 1992 Now Cap £11/2004
UNDER THEAUSPICES OF COUNCIL FOR THE REGULATION OF ENGINEERING INNIGERIA (COREN)

Ua”on Office

Opposite Mobil Filling Station, Muttria

P.O.Box 7478, lkeja

for the selection of a new flag
for the Union. They prescribed
a green background for the flag
symbolizing hope of Africa and
stars to represent member states”.
The annual gathering of the
AU can be likened to the stomach
ofan African elephant: itwill con-
tain a lot of items of interest; but
the issue is that there is never time
to digest all these laudable items
to find answers relevant to the
problems of our continent.
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EDU*STATE MOVEMENT
OUR CASE FOR CREATION OF EDU STATE
FROM THE PRESENT NIGER AND KWARA STATES

HISTORY:

Niger State is the only state in northern Nigeria that has
remained intact as one state since 1976. Sokoto is now
Sokoto, Zamfara and Kebbi States; Kano is now Kano and
Jigawa states; Borno is now Borno and Yobe states; Plateau
is flow Plateau and Nasarawa states; Benue is now Benue
and Kogi states; Bauchi is now Bauchi and Gombe states;
Gongola is now Adamawa and Taraba states;Oyo is now Oyo
and Osun states; Cross River is now Cross River and Akwa
Ibom states; Bendel is now Edo and Delta states, Rivers state
is now Rivers and Bayelsa states; Ondo is now Ondo and Ekiti
states; Imo is now Imo and Abia states; Anambra is now
Anambra, Enugu and Eboriyi states.

LAND MASS:

Niger has the largest land area in the entire country, 76,000
sg km. In fact, Niger State is almost equal in size to the entire
South West geo political zone and even larger in land area
than the entire South East geo-political zone put together.
The new state would have a land area equivalent to states
such as Sokoto, Gombe, Kebbi, Katsina, Jigawa and Kano.

POPULATION;
The new state will have a robust population of over
1,832,196 (2006 census).

Ecommm ygm im

. AGRICULTURE

The single most important resource base of the proposed
state is its great fertile land resources, with tremendous
potential for crops and cereals production.

A total of approximately 700,000 hectares of excellent
agricultural land resources is available for farming. These
fertile lands can be used to cultivate food crops such as rice;
maize, soya beans; groundnuts, yam, cassava, and
industrial crops such as sugarcane and jatropha.

On the south bank in the present Kwara state there is
additional 200,000 hectares of excellent agricultural land. In
addition, substantial portions of Borgu emirate have very
fertile agricultural land resources.

indeed, if the new state were to focus on rice production
alone, which has huge national demand, the estimated
revenue that will flow into the new will be over N140 billion
annually? This would safe the country substantial amount in
foreign exchange that is now being expended on rice
importation.

The Niger Dams Authority which was created to harness the
waters of river Niger for hydro-electricity and irrigation project
has opened up over 300,000 hectares of arable land
between Jebba in Mokwa Local GovernmentArea and Baro
inAgaie Local GovernmentArea along the north bank alone.
Baro is potentially the biggest inland port in the country.

The proposed state already has three sugar plantations viz:

Sunti, Bachita and Lafiagi. The plantations in Bacita and
Lafiagi are also being resuscitated by otherinvestors.

il. INDUSTRIES

These plantations are already attracting huge investments.
For instance the former Sunti Sugar Company Limited has
been taken over by Supertek Nigeria Ltd which in partnership
with Flour Mills of Nigeria is investing substantial resources
to expand the sugar plantation and build sugar processing
factory inthe area.

These projectsalong with many others which are expected to
be attracted to the area will create employment opportunities
and generate substantial revenue for the new state.

In view of the fact that Nigeria currently imports over 90% of
our national demand for sugar, other plantations and sugar
plants are expected to spring up at a faster rate when the
proposed state is created.

ii. OILANDGAS
Current estimates of Nigeria’s Proven Oil Reserves is 32
billion barrels. It is on record that the Federal Government
plans to raise this reserve to 40 billion barrels in a not distant
future. The search forthe new reserves is to be conducted in
seven basins. These are:

Anambra Basin -Anambra State

Chad Basin - Borno State

Benue Basin/trough - Benue State

Benin Basin - Edo State

BIDA BASIN-Niger State

Sokoto Basin - Sokoto State

Niger Delta Basin - Many States

The creation of the new state shall bring about the needed
concentration of developmental efforts to the area under
consideration.

COMPATIBILITY/CULTURALAFFINITY

The new state is made up of compatible people with common
history, ancestry and culture. In spite of the tribal and
religious diversities, the people of the area of the proposed
state have lived together peacefully for many centuries.

OURDEMAND

Our quest is a just, constitutional and legitimate aspiration of
the people of Bida, Lapai, Agaie, Lavun, Gbako, Katcha, and
Edati, Local Government areas of Niger State; Pategi, Edu
Local Government areas of Kwara State. The creation of the
proposed state would also guarantee the exploitation of the
vast human and natural resources in the area which has
remained largely untapped fordecades.

Prof. Jerry Gana, CON
Chairman, Central Working Committee, Edu State
Movement

Engr.Y.YSani
Chairman, Publicity and Media Committee
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SURVEYORS COUNCIL Of NIGERIACSURCON)

PAYMENT Or&flQ ANNUAL PRACTICING FEES & RENEWAL
OF REGISTRATION OF ENLISTED SURVEY COMPANIES

TAKE NOTICE that the payment of 2010 Annual Practicing Fees
has commenced from 1d January, 2010. Moreover the renewal of
Registration of Enlisted Survey Companies and fresh registration of
allcompanies that produce Surveying information are ongoing.

These Companies include those in Sectors like Agriculture,
Forestry, Transport & Aviation, Petroleum Resources, Geology and
Planning Environment, Security, Tourism, Health, Communications,
Construction and Information.

The Bank approved to collect the annual practicing fees is:

Stanbic IBTC Bank Pic
AccountNo.: 1110142241

The payment can be made in ail branches of the Bank mentioned
across the nation.

SCHEDULE OF FEES:- =N=

a) Principal Surveyor 5,000
b) Non Principal Surveyor 2,500
C) Pupil Surveyor Subscription 2,000
d) Survey Technologist 1,500
e) Survey Technician Subs. 1,000

f) Company Enlistment

Registration Fee: indigenous 20,000
foreign 50,000

Form 2,000

Renewal indigenous 2,000
Foreign 25,000

Itis instructive to note that due payment in consonance with council
decision is on or before the 1tMarch, 2010.

Any member who fails or neglects to pay the subscribed annual
practicing fees before the end of February in each year shall as long
as he/she remains indefault, have no right:

a) To practice

b) To prepare authenticate or use any Survey document
or information

) A failure or neglect to pay the Annual Practicing fees,
as and when due, shall be deemed to be an act of
Professional Misconduct

Companies that fail to enlist themselves and do necessary
Registration with SURCON should note that their staff can be
prosecuted forimpersonation.

For further enquiries please contact:
SURCON Address:

SURVEYORS COUNCIL OF NIGERIA(SURCON)
10Yawuri Street
GarkillAbuja

Aina-08033454469
Martin-08023813900
Olugbemiro-08023944447
Tobun-08023369342

DATED THE 22vwbDAY OF JANUARY 2010

Surv. W A. Ayeni
Registrar
SURVEYORS COUNCIL OF NIGERIA (SURCON)
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SEPTEMBER 2010 PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS

The Professional Examinations of the Council have been scheduled to
take place from 20th to 24* September, 2010. Entry forms are now
availableatthe following centres:-

i)
I
Hi)
iy)

A)

B)

C)

D)

Council's Secretariat, 10 Yawuri Street, offJere Street, Garkill, Abuja
SURCON Zonal Offices in Lagos, Enugu, Kadunaand Gombe.

Offices ofall Surveyors-General in all the States of the Federation; and
Office of the Director of Planning and Surveys, Federal Capital Development
Authority, Abuja.

Professional Examinations and Interviews for Pupil Surveyors
seeking full registration as qualified Surveyors.

Candidates seeking to undergo (his examination must have been enrolled
as Pupil Surveyors fay the Council for at least two years and must
have at least two years’ practical experience inan approved office.

Duly completed application form and synopsis of projects to be included in
the folio are expected to reach toe secretariat in Abuja, not later than
Thursday 1* April, 2010. The examination fee of N37,500.00 In Bank Draft
issued in favour of the Surveyors Council of Nigeria must accompany toe
completed form and synopsis of projects. So also is the letter from project
supervisors).

Submission of folios (in approved format) containing approved projects to
be effected not later than Friday 16*July 2010 in hard and softcopies.

Candidates mustensure thatthe Supervisorsoftheir projectsare currenton
toe payment of practice fees and annual subscriptions/levies of SURCON
and NS respectively. Supervisorsare warned notto endorse for candidates,
projects which were not carried out under their direct supervision as false
attestation shall attract outright disqualification of toe candidate and
appropriate sanctionswilt be Instituted againstsuch Supervisors.

Direct Professional Examinations for Survey Technologists
seekingto be upgradedto Pupil Surveyors'Status.

Candidates are required to submit to the Council™ Secretariat, their duly
completed examination forms together with a non-refundable examination
fee 0f N15,000.00 in Bank Draftissued in favour of toe Surveyors Council of
Nigeria, not later than Friday IS 5July 2010.

Preparatory Workshop for Professional Examination Candidates.

A compulsory 2-day workshop to assist Pupil Surveyors to have a better
understanding of Rules and Regulations governing folio submission and
professional examinations will take place on Friday 5* & Saturday 6™ March
2010. The aim is to enhance the general performance of candidates in the
forthcoming examinations. Examination Guidelines will be available for sale
at the centres and at the Council's secretariat. Preparatory workshop for
Technologists will be announced soon.

The Centresfortoe workshop are:
i Yaba College of Technology, Lagos.
ii.  University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus, Enugu.
H. Kaduna Polytechnic, Kaduna.

The Coordinators forthe centresare
I Surv. (Prof.)0.0. Ayeni, fois (Lagos) Tel:08023045582

ii. Surv. (Prof). N. K. Ndukwe, fnis (Enugu)
m08136365727; 08037107508
ill. Surv. S. A. Gatah (Kaduna) *08069776097

Interested candidates are requested to enrol with the Co-ordinators of their
centre of choice on or before Friday 26* February 2010. Enrolment fee is
N5,000.00 per candidate in Bank Draft made payable to SURCON.
Payments made less than a week before toe workshop will attract a fee of
N7,500.00.

Ail payments can also be made In favour of SURCON into Stanbic

IBTC Aec. No. 1110142241 and tellerssentto surconmails@yahoo.com.

Signed;
SURV. WINSTON .A. AYENI
REGISTRAR
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The Executive Committee of Ohmaeie Ndigho in a special
sfssion held on Saturday, 301 January 2010 at her Head
Office, No. 1 Park Avenue, GRA., Enugu, after

4, We commend the action of the Senate in asking the
Presicent to transmit a medical vacation letter to the
Senate and urge them to pursue this to its logical

"deliberating on the continued absence of Mr. President and
its impact on the state of the Nation, resolved on behalf of
Ndigho as follows:-

1 L Ndigho are unrelenting in our prayers for the good health

of Mr. President, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua GCFR.
We wish him quick recovery and early return to his
duties.

Ndigbo are happy and satisfied with the deep sense of
responsibility and patriotism with which His Excellency,
Vice President Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan GCOH has
continued to keep Nigeria at peace inspite of the long
ahsence of the President and the obvious turbulence the
ahsence has continued to create. We commend Mr. Vice
President for this maturity and his love for Nigeria.

Ndigbo are not satisfied and totally disagree with the
current situation in which the President is seriously il
and receiving treatment abroad for over two (2) months,
and the Vice President is not bestowed with the status of
Acting President. Ndigbo consider it inappropriate and
unhelpful on the side of the President for not
transmitting his long absence to the National Assembly
and making provision for the Vice President to assume
full responsibility’ as Acting President, We urge Mr.
President to immediately rectify this unacceptable
situation..  Ndigho stand by the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria

conclusion. We urge the Distinguished Senators of the
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the
Honourable Members of the House of Representatives to
take-up their responsibility and set in motion the process
for bestowing on the Vice President the status of Acting
President without further delay pending the return of the
President.

. Ndigho call on all Nigerians to realize that the \u;< and

manner the issue of the President’s absence in relation to
the status of the Vice President is currently being
handled puts the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria into jeopardy. Ndigho urge all Nigerians lo"note
that whatever puts the Constitution in jeopard* puts the
Nation in jeopardy. All steps must now be urgent!}
taken, to put an end to this machination at puning the
Constitution and the integrity of the nation in jeopardy.
We urge all Nigerians to step forward now and make
sure that the position and prestige of the Vice Rodent
as provided in the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria is not diminished or undermined.

Amb. Raph Uwechue OFR
President-General
Ohanaeze Ndigho
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levenue Mobilization Allocation
& Fiscal Commission

RMAFC gueries lawmakers
over budget defence

By Idris Ahmed

THE Revenue Mobilization Allocation and
Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) has said that it
is unconstitutional for the lawmakers to sub-
ject individual ministries, departments and
agencies of government to a budget defence
after the annual budget has been prepared by
the executive.

The Commission also said in a circular
addressed to the Senate President, Speaker of
the House of Representatives, Principal Sec-
retaries to the President and Vice President,
Ministers of Finance, National Planning and
Federal Capital Territory that the legislature
has no power to increase budget beyond rev-
enue and expenditure estimates submitted by
the executive.

The circular was copied to the 36 state gov-
ernors, Speakers, State Houses of Assembly,
Chairmen, Code of Conduct Bureau, Federal
Character Commission, Federal Civil Service
Commission, Independent National Electoral
Commission and National Population Com-
rSission. Daily Trust obtained a copy of the

circular.

Lawmakers have made it a tradition to
ask MDAs to defend their annual budget
before them, and they, sometimes, review
upward budget appropriation submitted to
it by the president. The Commission said
that such operation is against the law.

The Commission said the practice of
increasing budget allocations or adjusting
revenue framework is generating contro-
versy amounting to “double or repetitive
budget preparation and contravention of
the principles of separation of powers.”

Citing relevant sections ofthe constitu-
tion, the Commission said that there is no
provision for the legislative arm to negoti-
ate with individual MDAs with a view to
review provision made for the MDAsby the
Executive arm ofthe government

“Since the Executive at both the Fed-
eral and State levels through its specialized
institutions and agencies are the managers
of the economy, they are better placed in
terms ofaccessto data, revenue projections
and expenditure programming”, it said.

The Commission also said that law-
makers both at the national and state
levels should through their accounting
officers presentand defend their budget
before the Minister or Commissioner
of Finance like other agencies to show
“commitment to the principle ofchecks
and balance.”

The Commission said that Nigeria
should return to the eraofstrategic and
policy of national planning to ensure a
cohesive, consistentand focused budg-
eting process.

It said that there is a need to review
Jhe current operation of the Federa-
tion Account, because “if the current
practices of operating the Federation
Accountare to continue in 2010 and the
nation continues to depend on crude
oil revenue which is over 80%, then all
beneficiaries must be alerted to the fact
that such funds may not be available to
provide even for minimum governance
commitments.”
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Arik Air

PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (Mon-Fri), 08.45,
17.30 (Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun); Abuja-PH: 07.15,
11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00(Sat) 14.40,17.30
(Sun); Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun)
Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Kano:
03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (MOn, Wed,
Fri, Sun); Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sun); Lagos-Yola:  Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola
06:45pnt, (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos:  Yola-Abj
08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-
Maid: Lag-Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06>00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-Abj 07:30am,
via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto:
11:10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-
Abuja: 08:50am (Mon, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara:
07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:00am,
11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri),
01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja
01.30pm (Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos:  09:05am (Mon-Fri/
Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos:  11.00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri),
10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and
11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors

Lagos-Kad: 08.00am”(MonFri/Sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Jos:  11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Jos-Lagos:  13.15pm (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Abj:  06.50; 13.30; 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); 12.30 (Sun) 16.45 (Sat). Abj-Lagos: 07.30;
13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30; 19.30 (Sun)
18.30(Sat); Lagos-Ben: 07:45; 11:00; 15.30; (Mon-
Fri/Sat/Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

Trust Index

Inflation ----------- -> 12%
GDP  --eemeemes 6.90%
Budget ------------ N3.1tr
External Reserves Acct-  ->$42.47hn
Excess Crude Acct---- $6.7bn
Poverty Ratio-------- -> 54.4%
Interest Ratio------- — » 6%
Banks — ----------- —> 24
Qil Price- ->$75. a barrel
Power Supply----  — >3,700MW
Oil output perdav- >1.9mbd

Stock Market Index *
Date:Wednesday, February 3,2010

Index; 23,096.17

Deal: 7,899
Volume: 888121,336
Value N 5,187,42333334
Cap.: N 5,562309,104,003.86
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UK'could face powershortages

THE UK could face power
shortages in the years ahead,
according to the energy regula-
tor Ofgem.

The regulator also warned
that a significant number of
consumers may not be able to
afford the higher energy prices
they would have to face.

Ofgem said there was “rea-
sonable doubt” about whether
the UK’s energy market would
be able to deliver sustainable
supplies in the coming decade.

In affinal report, which took a
year to complete, Ofgem said the
UK’s open competitive energy
market could fail to deliver
secure, sustainable supplies in
the coming decade.

Ofgem’s vision of the com-
ing decide is indeed bleak. And
its proposals to encourage the
necessary £200bn investment
- which involve increasing lev-
els of government intervention
- amount to a reversal of more
than two decades of liberalisa-
tion in the UK’s energy market.

The core finding that the cur-
rent market arrangements may
not deliver secure and sustain-
able supplies simply reflects the
growing consensus that some-
thing has to change.

What's astonishing - given
the timescales outlined by
Ofgem - is the level of disagree-
ment in the sector over what

OPEC says ol

OIL producers’ cartel Opec has
told the BBC that compliance
with production targets fell to
55-56% last month compared
with-80% a year ago.

Secretary General Abdalla
Salem El-Badri told the BBC's
Business Daily programme the
move was “worrying”.

“The risk is you see a lot of oil
in the market and no one is buy-
ing it. Then the price will come
down.”

exactly needs to happen. The
big electricity producers don't
even agree on one of Ofgem’s
more modest proposals - set-
ting aminimum price ofcarbon.

And the Government is at

odds with its own regulator - it
denies there is any risk to secu-
rity of supply in the coming dec-
ade. v

The regulator said the indus-
try needed £200bn of invest-

supply increase'worrying'

At its last meeting in Angola,
Opec decided not to change the
amount of oil being produced by
its members.

Oil prices have doubled from
their lows of December 2008, but
are way down on the record $147
a barrel reached in July 2008. US
light, sweet crude is trading at
about $78 a barrel - its highest
level in two weeks.

Mr El-Badri said: “We need a
price where we can invest in new

capacity, new supply and also
cater for the wealth ofour people.
Anything below $70 will not per-
mit us to invest.”

He also said that while the
global recovery was “still fragile”,
Opec was experiencing growing
demand from China, India and
the Middle East.

Opec countries produce about
40% of the world’s oil supply and
have nearly 80% of the world’s
crude reserves. BBC.

Greece to face European Commission
economic scrutiny

GREECE will face the most strin-
gent monitoring ofany European
Union country as it attempts to
balance its finances over the next
few years. .

The news came as the Euro-
pean Commission confirmed
its support of Greece’s plans to
reduce its deficit.

EU economic commissioner
Joaquin Almunia also launched
an infringement procedure to
ensure Greek authorities report
reliable budgetary statistics.

The concern in Brussels is not
just that Greece might need to be
bailed out, but also that finan-
cial markets’ nervousness about
Greece might spread to other
euro-economies in trouble.

So the commission is recom-
mending acceptance of Greece’s
plan to cut its deficit - but also the
most extensive intrusion into a
member states economy that the
EU has known.

Few in Brussels appear to
believe that the Greek govern-
ment will hold to its promises to
slash the deficit unless it is being
pushed hard by euro partners.

And after long years of dodgy
statistics from the Greek authori-
ties, the EU is insisting on a direct
role in the monitoring of Greece’s
recovery plan.

He said: “We consider that the
programme is ambitious, and that
the programme in terms oftargets
is achievable.

“We are endorsing the Greek
programme. But at the same time
we know that the implementation
of the programme is not easy. It is
difficult. This deserves support.”

Howvever, Mr Almunia
acknowledged that tackling the
debt was difficult politically and
complex technically.

He said that EU officials would
monitor carefully the efforts of
the Greek programme and would
demand extra action if it was not
on track to meet the deficit goals.

EU economic ministers will
next meet on 16 February. Pro-
vided they accept the commission’s
recommendations, new deadlines
will be set for Greece to review
progress with officials. BBC.
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ment by 2020 but the energy
companies may need stronger
incentives before committing
that level of funds.

It would also have a knock-
on effect on prices, leaving an
increasing number of consum-
ers unable to afford the energy
they would normally use.

Previously, Ofgem had sug-
gested the average household
annual gas and electricity bill
would rise by up to 25% to
£2,000 or so by 2020.

Chief executive Alistair
Buchanan told BBC News:
“Given the scale of investment,
our bills are going to have to take
some of the heat on that.

“Faced with the unprec-
edented challenge of carbon
prices, the unprecedented chal-
lenge of the credit crunch and
the unprecedented challenge
of maintaining international
supplies, we are looking at new
solutions to protect security of
supply.”

The regulator suggested a
series of solutions that should
be considered by the govern-
ment owing to the uncertainty.

The most eye-catching was
a move away from competitive
markets, which to some extent
would reverse the privatisation
of the energy market as there
could be a centralised energy
buyer that could be government
owned or regulated. BBC.

Tanzania to
complete
national
fibre-optic link
in June

TANZANIA expects to finish
building a 300 million dollars fibre-
optic network linking its major
urban centres in June, its commu-
nications minister said on Tuesday.

Peter Msolla said the project
would benefit several of the east
African nation’s landlocked neigh-
bours like Zambia, Malawi and
Burundi, which can access broad-
band from across theborder. Tanza-
niaitselfis connected toan undersea
cable, SEACOM.

“We are determined to become
an ICT hub within the region,” the
minister toM"Reuters on the side-
linesofan African Unionsummitin
Ethiopia focused on the ICT sector.

The project is funded by the
government and a soft loan of 170
million dollars from China. Itssec-
ond phase, costing about 100 mil-
lion dollars, will take broadband
connectivity tovillages in a country
with a mobile phone penetration
rate of 33 per cent. “It will have a
lot ofimpact in terms ofeasy access
to communications and it will be a
lot cheaper compared to the satel-
litewhich hasbeen used so far. “We
believe it (costs) will come down by
about 80 per cent,” Msollasaid The
move will help many parts of the
economy, he said, adding it would
have aparticularlyprofound impact
on education. (Reuters/NAN).

Pace of private sector job

losses slows

THE pace of job losses in the private sector slowed in January as
employers reported the smallest payroll decline in nearly two years
while demand for home loans hit a six-week high last week, data showed

on Wednesday.

A report by ADP Employer Services showed the United States lost
22,000 private sector jobs last month, smaller than the 61,000 jobs lost
in December and economists’ forecasts for a 30,000 loss in January.
December’s decline was first reported at 84,000.

January’s tally was the lowest since February of 2008, according to
the ADP report, developed jointly with Macroeconomic Advisers LLC.

“The trend continues to get less worse. This is consistent with job
growth returning in the United States,” said Dave Sloan, senior econo-
mist at 4Cast Ltd in New York. “I do believe the U.S. economy is how

strong enough to create jobs.”

The ADP data comes two days before the government releases its
more comprehensive nonfarm payrolls report, which is expected to
show the economy added 5,000 jobs in January after shedding 85,000

the prior month.

In a separate report, the Mortgage Bankers Association said its mort-
gage indexjumped 21 percent last week to a six-week high as borrowers
moved to lock in rates before an expected push higher this year.

The 30-year mortgage rate dipped 0.1 percentage point to 5.01 per-
cent, though that was still 0.40 percentage points above the record low

set in March.

The trend continues to get less worse.
This is consistent with job growth
returning in the United States,” said
Dave Sloan, senior economist at 4Cast
Ltd in New York “I do believe the U.S.
economy is now strong enough to

create jobs.”
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FROM Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

ECOBANK said it has received
a $6 million grant from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation to pro-
mote low-cost savings accounts in
rural and poor neighbourhoods in
Africa.

Thebank said the grantwas part
ofthe Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion’s Financial Servicesforthe poor

initiative.

“It will enable Ecobank to
expand its banking services to a
broader group of people with the
goal of reaching 10 million savers
in the long-term”.

The bank stated that the project
would start off with a three-year
pilot in Ghana and Liberia, two of
the 30 countries in Africa where
Ecobank has a presence. “Ecobank

will utilize multiple channels,
including point-of-sale devices,
cards products, retailers and third
party agents. The unbanked poor
and low-income customerswill now
be able to open savings accounts
with Ecobank, make paymentsand
also withdraw funds remotely thus
minimizing the need for them to
visit a physical branch”.

The grant underscores both

Engineers task oil companies on local content

By Sunday Williams

THE President of the Nigerian
Society of Engineers, Engr. Olu-
muyiwa Ajibola has asked Oil
Companiesin Nigeria to adhere to
local content stipulations in their
operations to allow opportunity
for addition ofvalue and acquisi-
tion oftechnology and associated
skills by indigenous professionals
especially engineers, a statement
from the Society said.

The NSE President who was
speaking in Eket, Akwa Ibom State
when he paid a visit to the Exxon-
Mobil Joint Venture Operations
Manager, Mr Ron Romere, said the

local content requirements for oil
companies has the force of law and
therefore should be complied with.

He said the Nigerian Society
of Engineers was ready to partner
with oil companies to explore areas
where the need for Nigerian engi-
neers would be higher as such will
help both the Joint venture Opera-
tions and the country. He said such
a partnership will specify areas that
engineers were needed most and
the requisite skills they require to
fill such gaps.

* This will help us at all levels
because it breaks our heart to hear
that there are gaps between training
and needed capacity and | think

PROF. E.N. SOKOMBA, FPSN, FPC Pharm

Chairman, Governing Council of Pharmacists
Council of Nigeria

theyis need forus to meetand work
this out” he said.

Engr Ajibola also called on the
company to encourage engineers
in their employ to register with the
Nigerian Society of Engineers say-
ing belonging to the professional
body would only strengthen their
service delivery in terms of com-
mitment, discipline and profes-
sionalism.

Speaking earlier, the Joint Ven-
ture Operations Manager , Mr
Ron Romere said it was a misno-
mer to call companies in oil sector
oil companies’ as they were really
engineering companies and should
be referred to as such.
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Ecobankgets $6m from Gates Foundation

organisations’ commitment to alle-
viate poverty in Africa.

“This landmark project has
a huge potential for promoting
a savings culture among Africas
neglected unbanked population,”
says Ecobank Group ChiefExecu-
tive Officer Arnold Ekpe.

TheBill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation works with a wide range of
public and private partners to har-

ness technology and innovation in
order to bring quality, affordable
savingsaccountsand other financial
servicesto the doorstepsofthe poor
in developing countries.

The Foundation believes that
setting aside small sums in a safe
place allows people to guard against
risks, build assets, and provide
opportunities for the next genera-
tion.

NMLA, ISAN map areas of
common interest

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

THE Nigerian Maritime Law
Association (NMLA) has agfeed
to work alongside the Indig-
enous Ship Owners Association
of Nigeria (ISAN) in its efforts
towards promoting a strong and
vibrant indigenous merchant
marine for Nigeria.

This was disclosed during a
courtesy call by the Executive of
ISAN on the leadership of the
NMLA in Lagos.

The President of the Indig-
enous Ship Owners Association,
Chief Isaac Jolapamo, said the

Signed:

body is committed to continue
its advocacy towards the devel-
opment of indigenous ship own-
ership, with a strategy that has
seen it consulting and collaborat-
ing with key organizations like
NIMASA, NNPC, the Central
Bank of Nigeria, NPA and the
NMLA.

He stressed that increased
interest and involvement by the
NMLA in the activities of ISAN
will be of tremendous value to
both organizations and urged
the lawyers’ body to assist in the
campaign to achieve the goals of
ISAN.

JONA VIT PHARMACY LTD,,
LIFE ROSE PHARMACY LTD.,
ZAKAS PHARMACY LTD.,,
SAMACK PHARMACY LTD;,
OFUOBI PHARMACY LTD.,
EMBECO PHARMACY LTD,,

FITTAMAS PHARMACY LTD,,
CHARSILO PHARMACY LTD.,
SYMEZE PHARMACY LTD,,
CHILAR PHARMACY LTD,,
AND KLEN PHARMACY LTD.
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capital city

What could have propelled the Kogi State House of Assembly to adopt a motion calling
on the Ministry of Environment and Physical Development to set up a taskforce to check
the indiscriminate disposal ofwaste inthe state?They might be lending avoice to the
growing concern over the filthy condition of Lokoja, the state capital.

Prom Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

ORD Lugard Street, along which the State Police Com-

mand, the Magistrate Court and the Museum are situated,

is nothing but afilthysight. Also, Ganaja road, along which
e State House of Assembly Quarters and the Commissioners’
Quarters are located, is a rough scene. Other popular areas like
-V.lankolo, Army Signal and the State Secretariat are also defaced
with waste.

Muhideen AbdulRasheed, an indigene of Kogi State, lived in
. agos State for almost two decades before he became homesick,
lie eventually arrived Lokoja three years ago. Embittered by the
oedraggled condition of the city, he concludes that Lokoja is an
environmental nuisance.

“It beats my imagination that Lokoja could be as dirty as this.
i* is even hard to believe that it is a state capital. I1fyou go round
E'ienooks and crannies of the city, you would see refuse all over
the place. A state capital should be a neat and decent environment”,
he reasoned.

Mallam Kabiru Muhammed, a resident, laments that the indis-
criminate disposal ofwaste is constituting a huge health hazard. He
observes that Lokoja is in dire need ofa thorough “environmental
tescue operation ” ,and wants the government to quickly swing
into action.

“The way people dispose waste has become avery big problem.
If you are passing along the Greets, you have to stop breathing in
because of the stench of waste . Even when you are inside your
house, you also feel troubled. This is responsible for the outbreak
of avoidable diseases. Waste breeds mosquitoes. We also know how
many people have suffered from cholera as a result of our dirty
environment. The health care delivery programme ofthe state gov-
ernmentwould be an exercise in futility, ifurgent measures are not
put in place to check this ugly trend”, he contended.

Adebayo Akano, a property consultant, has no apology for
slamming the governments alleged inability to fix the state envi-
ronment. He wonders why a general environmental sanitation day

is not set aside to tackle the problem.

“I have been in some other states. They are not as dirty as Kogi
State. It is worrisome that we cannot boast of a clean and decent
capital city. | feel embarrassed each time my friends visit from their
respective states. Ifpossible, an environmental sanitation exercise
should be observed twice a month in Lokoja. This would go a
long way to show that the government is committed to keeping the
capital city clean. | think itis high time the presentadministration
focused its attention on this”, he suggested.

at environmental sanitation cannot salvage Lokoja . She
mcommends a state of emergency to evolve a decent-looking
capital city. This, she reasons, would engender public enlighten-
ment, which in turn would change people’s attitude towards the
environment for better..

“A state of emergency will help a lot. For me, the problem of
indiscriminate disposal ofwastes in Lokoja is beyond observance
ofasanitation exercise. Ithas to do with ignorance. Most residents
don’t know the implication of dumping refuse anyhow. You see
people dropping pure water bags and other dirty objects in the
streets. Not only do they have to be educated about the danger
of this unhealthy attitude, they should also be enlightened on the
benefits of keeping a clean environment”, she submitted.

None ofthese measures would help arrest the situation unless

Ilher opinion, Mrs Comfort Ademola, a civil servant, believes
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the authority employs the service' of sanitary inspectors,
David, an accountant, says. These sanitary inspectors, he says,
be going round the city, to regularly hunt for people who ind|
the unwholesome act of indiscriminate waste disposal.

“Itis natural that people misbehave in the absence of lawsj
are people that would not do the right thing except they are pu
for doing the wrong thing. Most of them litter our environme
waste because the shameful act is not monitored. And thatiswl
are free to throw waste anyhow. Its just appears as if we dot]
sanitation and waste management officials in the state any mo
officials have avery crucial role to play in keeping our capital cit]
They should be going round the city to arrest whoever is ma

1§ Mallam Kabiru Muhammed, a resident, laments that the indiscriminate disposal
waste is constituting a huge health hazard. He observes that Lokoja is in dire need of |
a thorough "environmental rescue operation ",and wants the government to quickly

swing into action.
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environment filthy. By the time people start paying for this reckless
act, they would begin to know the wisdom in complying with the
order ofkeeping the environment clean. Nonsense!” he exclaimed.

ere are residents who blame Lokoja’s filthy aspect on

the nonchalant attitude of public servants. They argue

that many of these public figures residing in government

quarters, do not take care of their environment, but rather they

expect the government to send labourers to keep their surround-
ings clean.

“Go to the Commissioners’ Quarters. You will be surprised at
the level ofdirt there. Itis the same thing at the House of Assembly
Quarters. These are where many of our public figures live. Waste
is littered all over the place. What does it take these public offic-
ers to hire labourers who would clean their compounds for them?
We should not just blame the ordinary man in the street. | think,
our public servants too should change their attitude towards the
environment”, said Babajide Ahmed, a resident.

Confirming the dirty state of Lokoja the acting General Man-
ager of the Kogi State Sanitation and Waste Management Board,
Mrs Florence Joseph, regrets that efforts to rid Lokoja ofits filth is
often thwarted by residents who have a lukewarm attitude towards
the environment.

I

e authority, according to her, has done a lot to ensure a
neat environment in the city. The most appealing step to
her is the construction of refuse dumps in various places

within Lokoja. She says the story of Lokoja would have been a
different one, if residents had complied with the order of using
these refuse dumps.

“Most people don’t believe that it is the responsibility of eve-
rybody to keep Lokoja clean. We have refuse dumps all over the
place. They were constructed and provided by the government,
and nobody is asked to pay for them. These dumps are there for
people to use, so that the officials of the Board would go and pack
them to the final disposal sites. We have two compacted trucksand
two refuse vans which are daily used for this purpose. People don't
use these refuse dumps. There are people who go out in the night
to dump wastes anyhow. They should desist from dropping empty
pure water bags on the roadside”, she appealed.

The Commissioner for Environment and Physical Develop-
ment, Architect Muhammed Sule, does not leave anyone in doubt
that the government is committed to making Lokoja one of the
cleanest cities in the country.

“Waste management is one ofthe environmental issues we are
sorting out in Kogi State. We are trying to evolve an absolutely

29 |

clean environment in the state capital. Instead
of allowing people to litter Lokoja with waste
like before, we are now asking them to put them
together, and we send the waste disposal officials
ofthe Ministryto repack them in order to reduce
pollution. We have constructed dump sites with
concretes for people to dump their waste from
where we remove them. Wewill continue to work
in all the comersofthe streets. Weare alsowork-
ing towards getting to all other parts of the state.
We only need to keep counselling our people”,
he affirmed..

ccording to the commissioner, it costs
the government huge amounts of
oney to keep Lokoja clean.

“The State Sanitation and Waste Management
Board has over 200 workers who are involved in
cleaning offices and Lokoja city alone. Apart
from paying them, the cost ofsuch activities and
that of the maintenance of vehicles and equip-
ment are also taken care of by the state govern-
ment, through certain subventions to the Board,
and the contribution fromthe Ministry. Wedon't
really earmark any specific amount for the exer-
cise every month. But by the time we put the
salaries of the staffand the cost of running the
exercise together, itisawhole lot of money. Most
residents used to see it as a burden to carry their
wastes to our dump siteswithin the city. But now,
with the awareness campaign all over the place,
they are embracing the concept of cleanliness”.

The ChiefPress Secretary to the governor, Mr
Richard Elesho confirms that there are conscious
efforts by the government to keep Lokoja clean
,and asserts that setting aside a day for environ-
mental sanitation, would be akin to trivializing
an otherwise important issue.

“Some dump sites have been constructed
in strategic areas, and many of those in charge
of office cleaning have been redeployed to the
streets to take care waste disposal. We don’t
set aside any day for environmental sanitation,
because we see sanitation as an all time affair. The
environment should be cleaned on a daily basis.
I1fa day, out of 30 days, is set aside for sanitation,
we would be trivializing an otherwise important
issue. People would think they are free tobe reck-
less in using the environment”, Elesho explained.

I n§ There are residents who
blame Lokoja's filthy aspect
on the nonchalant attitude
of public servants. They
argue that many ofthese
public figures residing in
government quarters, do
not take care oftheir envi-
ronment, but rather they
expect the government to
send labourers to keep their
surroundings clean.
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Chamber urges Nigerian

businessmen to document
tradewith China

THE  Nigerian-Chinese
Chamber of Commerce
in Lagos yesterday urged
Nigerian businessmen to
channel their~trade rela-
tions with China through
the normal processes.

Inan interview in Lagos,
the President of the cham-
ber, Mr Elvis Emecheta,
wondered why most Nige-
rians would not document
their trade.

Trade should be recip-
rocal and not a one- sided
show, especially when the

P/Harcourt
radar
begins
operation

From Nahimah Ajikanle
Nurudeen, Lagos

THE Nigerian Airspace
Management Agency
(NAMA) has announced
that the newly installed
Radar at Port Harcourtinter-
national ajrport has com-
menced operation, bringing
it to three radar sites that are
fully completed by the con-
tractor handling the multi-
billion nairaproject.

The Public Affairs of
Manager of the agency Mr.
Supo Atobatele said in astate-
ment in Lagos that air traffic
controllers started ventur-
ing into the traffic from the
Radar site, since Friday last
week with NOTAM [Notice
-To -Air -Men] already
issued by NAMA to the air-
line operators.

He hinted that Lagos and
Abujasiteshavebeeninoper-
ation since last year while
that of Kano is expected to
be completed by the end of
thismonth

The operation of this
Radar services , according
to the managing director
of Nigerian Airspace Man-
agement Agency[NAMA]
Alhaji Ibrahim Auyo, “#ill
greatly enhance efficiency
and safety of flights within
the airport and the adjacent
airports of Owerri, Calabar,
Enugu, Eket, and Escravos
which are to be adequately
covered by the new Radar”.

Radar coverage from
the Port Harcourt axis will
also ensure safety of the
increased Helicopter opera-
tions within the Niger Delta
Area.ontrol of aircraft for
now , pending the certifi-
cation of the equipment by
NCAA.

countries involved have the
opportunity to benefit from
each another,” he said.

‘Emecheta said the Nige-
rian businessmen had not
been proactive in terms
of taking advantage of the
trade benefits between
Nigeria and China.

According to him, with
the high penetration of the
Chinese activities in the
country, the reverse is the
case with the country at the
moment.

The chamber president

To Hel
erve

urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to take adequate
measures to check the trend
and strengthen its trade
relations with China.

For years, Chinese
products have over-flooded
the Nigerian market and
they are still doing well but
our products to that coun-
try are not adequately doc-
umented.

Our  businessmen
prefer to go through the
back door to transact their
business and all efforts to

Better
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correct the anomaly have
proved abortive,” Emecheta
said.

He said at the moment,
there were no specific
data to show the trade ties
between the two countries
and this had been going on
for long. "The govern-
ment should be proactive
in this regard; the Chinese
know how to make money
and they are persistent in
their business skills,” he
said.

(NAN)
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1.7m heads of
livestock die of
extreme winter

By Tina A. Hassan

THE Food and Agricul-
ture organization (FAO)
has reported that at least
1.7million heads of live-
stock have been killed by
extreme winter due to fall-
ing temperatures of -50
degree Centigrade in Mon-
golia.

The report said more
than 21,000 herder families
are now at risk of hunger
unless they get assistance
toward arresting the threat.

Rapid needs assessment
carried out by the body
shows an urgent need for
help in the next two to three

months to avert the disas-
ter and enable the affected
families survive the winter.

The body is therefore
calling for $6 million assist-
ance toward helping out
after a spell of intense cold
and falling temperature hit
the area immediately after
a long and dry summer
leaving farmers with insuf-
ficient fodder to feed the
animals at winter.

With one-third of the
population in Mongo-
lia livestock farmers, it is
feared that more animals
may perish from cold and
starvation if the needed
assistance fail.

pdogo@unitybankng.com

ctau@unitybankng.com

feabubakar@unitybankng.corh

bbrown@unitybankng.com

pkelvin@unitybankng.com

ddugal@unttybankng.com

Head Office: UnityBank Tower, 785 Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District, Abuja FCT.

Telephone: 09-4616700-5, 09-232553. Fax: 09-4616730, 09-2347957
Customer Contact Centre: 09-4602141. Email: we_care@unitybankng.com

www .unitybankng.com

banki

Succeeding Together


mailto:pdogo@unitybankng.com
mailto:ctau@unitybankng.com
mailto:bbrown@unitybankng.com
mailto:pkelvin@unitybankng.com
mailto:ddugal@unttybankng.com
mailto:we_care@unitybankng.com
http://www.unitybankng.com

DAILY TRUST

Business

Thursday,

February 4, 2010

Coy Introduces new tools
for upstream operation

servicing company based inthe state ofTexas, United States.

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

NATIONAL Oilwell Varco, a global upstream service firm,
at the weekend in Lagos introduced a suite of drilling tools
to the nations oil and gas industry.

The company said besides showcasing the new tools to
the industry operators, it wanted to boost local content as
the oil firms wouldn’t have to go to abroad for such tools.

Speaking at the weekend in Lagos, the company’s Opera-
tion’s Manager (Nigeria) Mr. Bala Zakka said the company
has tools for land, shallow water and deepwater operations.

He said: “National Oilwell Varco is a multinational oil

In Nigeria, we are represented by different local companies.
One ofthem is called Dakaka Nigeria Limited. We render
upstream tools and services to the oil and gas industry.

“Thetools are used for drilling activitieson land, shallow
water and deepwater, so we have tools for all the services but
depending on the sophistication of the activities, we apply
sophisticated tools, which go with the challenges and costs.

Some ofthe tools we use on land may not be used on shal-
lowwater, and some used in shallow water may not be used
in deepwater operations. But we have a broad range of tools
that you can use for all your operations.”

Brokers urge traders to mitigate fire losses

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE Nigerian Council of
Registered Insurance Brokers
has urged market associations
and theirmemberstoembrace
insurance as a way of mitigat-
ing losses due to rampant
cases of fire incidents across
the country.

President of the NCRIB,
Dr Teslim Sanusi spoke in
Lagos against thebackground
of incessant monumental
losses recorded by marketers
dueto fireincidentsacross the
country in recent times.

Specifically basing his
counsel on the Onitsha fire
incident that reportedly
claimed the lives of two peo-
ple and destroyed four vehi-
cles and goods worth several
millions of naira, Sanusi said
such losses could have been
mitigated if the victims had
one form ofinsurance or the
otherinplace.

“My heartand that ofthe
entire members ofthe Coun-
cil goes after the victims ofthe
fireincidencethat occurred at
Upper Iweka, Anambra State,
even though my weight of

consolation would have been
less if the victims had some
forms ofinsurance policies in
place”, he said.

Sanusi  who recounted
similarinfernoin Aleshinloye,
Borin and Lokoja, urged the
populace to take advantage of
insurance by patronizing reg-
istered insurance brokers.

He said; “Since traders are
particularly prone to perils
of fire, it makes good sense
for them to make insurance
a top priority in order to pro
tect their fortunes or reterrt
thembackto their initial posi-

tion before the loss. Insurance
brokers are all over the coun-
try to educate the public and
educate them on how to take
maximum advantage of their
various policies.”

The Onitsha fire inci-
dent was reported to have
started when a tanker con-
veying diesel collided with a
Volkswagen Golfbeside the
Abuja Park in Onitsha and
exploded after which the fire
extended to the Mimeraand
other closeby shops destroy-
ing goods worth millions of
naira.

Skye Bank, British Council train
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'Nigeria's economy is on
recovery path'

EX-MINISTER of Commu-
nication, Chief Emmanuel
Adiele, has expressed hope
that the country’s ailing
economy was on the recov-
erytrack

Adiele, an economist,
said the economic policies
of the present administra-
tion would turn the econ
omy round.

He said that the economy
would recover faster ifall the
measures put in place to sal-
vage the various sectors of
the economy were religiously
implemented.

He identified the reha-
bilitation of the rail sys-
tem, dredging df the River
Niger and rehabilitation of
road network nationwide
as some steps the> would
boost transportation which
the economy required to
grow.

Onenergy, hesaid thatthe

country needed to fast-track
the execution of all projects
aimed at boosting power
generation, transmission and
distribution as steady power
supply was critical to indus-
trialisation.

He emphasised that only
steady power supply could
guarantee low cost of pro-
duction which would trans-
late into low prices of locally
manufactured goods and less
importation.

Adiele stressed the need
for the establishmentofmore
refineries in the country.

He said that the current
importation of petroleum
productswas not in the inter-
est ofthe country.

The econdmist com-
mended the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) forthecurrent
reforms in the banking sector,
saying that they had yielded
positive results. (NAN)

Marketing institute set to
exterminate quacks

By RomokeW. Ahmad

NATIONAL Institute
of Marketing of Nigeria
(NIMN), Abuja chapter has
set to exterminate quacks
who have been parading
themselves as profession-
als thereby giving the pro-
fession a bad name in the
society.

Chairman of NIMN Mr.
Fredrick Hayes said this
yesterday during a courtesy
call to the management of
Ultimate Health Manage-
ment Services, a subsidiary
of the Health Maintenance
Organisation in other to
familiarize the executives of
the institute with cooperate
bodies in Abuja.

He said: “The visit is to
sensitise the coy and mar-
keting publics, individuals
and corporate institutions
in Abuja about the institute’s
activities such as promoting
marketing education, regu-
lation ofits practices as well
as building of marketing
professionals through her
examinations which nor-
mally takes place in June
and October of every year
with a view to exterminate

quacks in the profession.”

He also added that the
institute as the regulatory
body of marketing profes-
sion will set guidelines for
institutions employing mar-
keters on task expected of
their marketing officer and
failure to adhere to that will
tantamount to withdrawal
ofsuch officers.

Also speaking during the
visit, Mr. Fasasi Olakunle,
the chairman training and
learning committee of the
institute said they will be
organizingseries oftraining,
workshops, conferencesand
seminars for organizations
and itsstaffwhile urging the
management of ultimate
health management serv-
ices to take advantage of
such programmes.

Earlier, Mr. Lekan
Ewenla, MD/CEO of ulti-
mate health management
service commended the
team while describing mar-
keting as the engine room
of any organization. He
said his company will make
it mandatory for all the
employees of the market-
ing department to be active
member.

entrepreneurs

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

SKYE bank Pic said at the weekend that its strategic partner-
ship with the British Council in the area of human capital
and manpower development was meant to develop the skills
and competences needed for nation building and economic
empowerment.

As a result of this, the first lecture series under the Skye
Bank-British Council management express programme will
hold between February2 and 4 in Enugu, Lagos and Abuja.

Accordingto astatement from the bank, arenowned man-
agement expert, Prof. Timothy Barry, Head of Systems Man-
agementand Strategy at the University ofGreenwich Business
School, will be the Guest Speaker at the three centres.

Key subject areas to be addressed include “Navigating
uncertainty, strategic positioning and predicting future trends
in Business” and Survival Tools for Businesses in a competi-
tive Market”.

The bank said management express makes it possible for
young entrepreneurs and professionals to meet and share

thoughts and ideas on business, management, among others,
as well as enrich and increase their knowledge and expertise
with a view to solving some of the challenging obstacles to
development.

Under the partnership, Skye Bank will support the Brit-
ish Councils Management Express programme, a quarterly
human capital development and networking event of young
and mid level career professionals and entrepreneurs who
meet quarterly to discuss contemporary management issues
and network with peers and experts.
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Bank crisis
should not
justify mass
sack — Group

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE mass sack of workers in the
nations banking sector is worrying
the Campaign For Democratic and
Workers' Rights.

Specifically, the pressure group
said the fact that the banking sec-
tor is currently embroiled in crisis
should notjustify the mass sack of
workers inthasector.

A statement jointly signed by
the Chairman and Secretary of the
group, Rufus Olusesan and Mr. Vic-
tor Osakwe said itisdifficult tojus-
tify this ‘brutal attack’ on workers at
a time when over N600 billion pub-
lic funds were illegally used to bail
out thesebanks.

They said that the downsizing
in the financial sector has clearly
shown the anti-workers nature
of the Lamido Sanusi-Led CBN
reform.

The group said: “Workers are
being made to pay for the corrup-
tion and extravagant lifestyle ofthe
bank chiefs and their collaborators.
The justification by the CBN and
banksthatthe sack is meantto ena-
ble the banks cutcost is not tenable.

“While sacking workers and
cutting pays of workers the newly
appointed chiefexecutivesoftheail-
ing banks have continued to enjoy
outrageous pays.

“For instance, most of them are
going around in bullet jeeps with
other expensive cars in their fleet
The Intercontinental Bank which
sacked 1,500 workers has equally
granted N31.134billiondebtwaiver
to 150fitsprivileged customers who
jointly owed the bank N59.709 bil-
lion. No doubt, this bailout for the
rich is being paid for by the sacked
workers.

“All this has shown that work-
ersare sacked in order for the bank
chiefsand theirbusinesspartnersto
preservetheirprivilegesand extrav-
agant lifeexpenses at the expense of
depositors’ funds. CBNs argument
that the banks are overstaffed is
equallyfaultysince theseworkersin
question were never idle and work
longer hoursthan necessaryf

The CDWR also opposed the
setting up of Asset Management
Company by the Central Bank of
Nigeria, adding that the develop-
ment is meant to legalise the peri-
odic use of public funds to bail out
bank chiefs, accommodate their
corrupt and extravagant lifestyle
and unwarrantedly grant a privi-
leged fewdebt forgiveness.

Falcon Petroleum, UNTL sign

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

FALCON Petroleum Limited has
signed a Gas Supply and Purchase
Agreement (GSPA) with United
Nigeria Textiles Limited (UNTL)
to boost distribution of natural gas
to Ikoroduindustrial zone in Lagos.

Speaking at the signing cere-
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t Secretary,Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC), Engr.Mustafa Bello presenting a copy of Nigeria's investment
e Chief Executive Officer of CP group from Thailand, Piasil Damrongchietanon when they visited NIPC in Abuja, recently.

Group launches enlightenment
campaign for MFBs

THE National Association of Microfinance Banks (NAMB) said in Lagos
yesterday that itwould embark on aggressive enlightenment campaign this
yearto erode majority of Nigerians’ ignorance about the sector.

Mr Mathias Umeh. an official of NAMB and Managing Director of
Nwangu Microfinance Bank, Enugu, made this known to newsmen. He
said that the ignorance of most Nigerians about the sector was worrisome
and the association’s members had met to check the trend.

According to him a lot ofpeople, including journalists have not come
totermswith the actual roleand functions of microfinance banksand other
microfinance institutions in the country.

FG t0O harmonise

By Sunday Williams

MINISTERofCommerceand Industry Achike Udenwahassaid thathismin-
istrywill streamline the technical assistance activities o fdevelopmentpartners
inthe countryto avoid duplication ofeffortsand resources.

He made the remarks in Abuja Tuesday at a meeting with development
partners, convened by the ministry on support to trade promotion and facili-
tationin the country.

He was represented by the Ministry’s Permanent Secretary Dr. Abubakar
Mohammad. Hesaid theministryisfocused to realize the objectivesofdonors’
aidfortrade programmesand ensure effectiveuse ofresourcis providedbythe
development partners.

The minister urged developmentpartnersto address specificai :assuchas

“The image of microfinance banks is not sagging rather a lot 0”people,
including some journalists have not come to terms with the role of micro-
finance institutions. You can see that First Bank, United Bank for Africa
(UBA) and other megabanks are embracingmicrofinance banking. Ifthere
areverymany applications awaiting Approval in Principle (AIP), the image
ofmicrofinance banks cannotbe said to be failing,” Umeh said.

;- Umeh said that itwas unfortunate that Nigerians are comparing micro-
finance banks with commercial banks in terms ofoperations and services.

He stressed that the association intended to collaborate with the Central
Bank ofNigeria (CBN) to achieve thataim. (NAN)

foreign aid

designingofregular agricultural and industrial entrepreneurial capacitybuild-
ing programmes for private sector organizations particularly, the Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs). Heurged themtoalso organise regular manage-
ment training through private sector participation for SMEs and strengthen
the Nigeria Export Promotion Council towards export development in new
non-traditional export sectors.

In his remarks, the Nigeria Ambassador to world Trade Organization
(WTO) Mr. Fred Agah said that donor agencies are doing differentkinds of
things without synergy and coordination. He said that efforts should be made
tostructuredonorsactivitiesinordertokeyintoallthesectorsofthe Ministries.

Earlier the representative of United States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) Mr. Ron Greenper said that dialogue with government has
been lacking. He applauded the initiatives o fthe ministry.

pact on gas

mony, the Falcon Managing Direc-
tor ProfessorJoseph Ezigbo, said that
the signing ofthe agreement was in
line with the company’s commit-
ment to the development of the full
potential for gas distribution within
the Ikorodu franchise zone.
ChiefEbenezer Fabiyi, Director of
UNTL also explained that the signing

of the GSPA with Falcon Petroleum
was verytimelyand strategic given the
chaUengesbesettingthetextileindustry.

Accordingto him, thechallenges
ofpower, which constitutes a major
overhead in terms ofboth cost and
reliability of supply, make it impera-
tive for any forward thinking indus-
tryto switch over to naturalgasas an

alternative fuel. He commended Fal-
cons commitment to seeing to the
actualization ofthe project

The extension of natural gas
supply infrastructure to UNTL will
involve construction ofan 18-kilo-
metre pipeline network to Ikorodu
axis, as well as a major capacity
upgrade of the Falcon Petroleum

Gas City Gate at Odogunyan, Iko-
rodu to accommodate the gas vol-
umes required by UNTL.

Executive Director Commercial
Operations Mrs. Audrey Ezigbo, said
thepipelineisalsoexpectedtofeedgas
supplies to Dangote Food Industries,
Ikorodu and other pockets ofindus-
trial development
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COMPANY Name

2ND-TIER SECURITIES

No of Deals Quot. (N)

QuantityTraded

Value of Shares (N)

131,000.00
131,000.00

2,322.00
2,975,295.71
92,956.10
829,537.78
117,540,40
4,017,651.99

1,209,250.0C
20375,796.03
21,585,046.03

117,611.50
592314.06
709,925.56

178,351,144.98
17,101,541.91
99,175,389.60
10,662,539.28
166,029,221.20
69,910,926.82
363,965,583.64
21,196,636.90
245,932,082.25
10,371,204.09
12,270,143.97
25,227,582.92
16,797,347.49
109,310,814.37
190,060.80
10,023,472.22
389,038,041.62
41,109,769.98
6,839,417.40
5,509,054.51
282,190 575.36

253,898,795 2,081,202,551.31

CAPITAL OIL PLC 7- 0.50 262,000
SECTOR Totals 7 262,000
AGRICULTURE
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC 1 0.86 2,700
FTN COCOA PROCES. PLC 28 0.81 3,821,291
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 13 0.74 123,935
OKOMU OIL PALMCOYPLC 6 22.75 38,369
FRESCO PLC 4 436 25,730
SECTORTotals 52 4,012,015
AIR SERVICES
AIRL.SERV. AND LOG. PLC 8 3.00 400,000
NIG. AV. HAND. COY PLC 211 8.73 2321,246
SECTORTotals 219 2,721,; 46
AUTOMOBILE&TYRE
DN TYRE & RUBBER PLC 9 0.50 235,223
R. T.URISf OF iNIG :PIC 20 6.24 98,126
SECTORTotals 29 333,349
BANKING
ACCESS BANK PLC 207 9.24 19,479,020
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC 142 3.00 5,659,235
DIAMOND BANK PLC 157 9.48 10,743,820
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC 71 7.44 1,433,137
FIRSTCITY MON. BANK PLC 73 9.00 18,632,976
FIDELITY BANK PLC 250 2.78 25,306,116
FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC 1,072 15.80 23,225,482
FINBANKPLC 190 0:82 26,424,452
GTBANK PLC 499 19.20 13,051,663
STANBIC IBTC BANK PLC 52 8.99 1,186,781
INTERCONT. BANK PLC. 167 2.30 «5,457,446
OCEANIC BANK INT/PLC 189 2.31 10,662,921
BANK PHB PLC 102 2.26 7,432,098
SKYE BANK PLC. 173 7.71 14,304,378
SPRING BANK PLC 1 1.28 148,485
STERLING BANK PLC 77 1.58 6,092,161
UNT. BANK FOR AFR. PLC. 374 13.95 28,825,406
UNION BANK OF NIG. PLC 198 6.20 6,676,674
UNITYBANK PLC 63 1.01 6,786,510
WEMA BANK PLC 67 1.26 4,358,287
ZENITHBANKPLC 290 15.68 18.011,747
SECTORTotals 4,424
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC 126 15.80 4,351,145
BENUE CEMENTCOYPLC 50 50.00 1,334,220
CEMENT CO. OF N/NIG. PLC 56 16.00 2,182,995
LAFARGE WAPCOPLC 63 35.03 795,804'
SECTORTotals 295 8,664,164
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS NIG. PLC 7 3.36 24,110
DN MEYER PLC 2 4.88 1,380
SECTORTotals 9 25,40
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
AFROMEDIA PLC 20 0.71 771,730
COURTVILLE INVEST. PLC 2 0.50 51,000
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC 20 264 1,054,545
SECTORTotals 42 1877.275
COMP. & OFFICE EQUIP.
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 8.13 2,348
OMATEK VENTURES PLC 7 0.69 181,300
SECTORTotals — Mi8 HH 183,648
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS (NIG.) PLC 20 2.95 252,500
JOHN HOLT PLC 1 9.28 720
PZ CUSSONS NIG. PLC 45 26.00 744,503
TRANS. CORP. OF NIG. PLC 15 0.50 406,354
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC 82 43.00 1,871,244
UNILEVER NIGERIAPLC 91 24-14 1,484.702
SECTORTotals 254 4,760,023
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC 47 5.63 437,885
JUL/BERGER NIG. PLC 47 28.50 364,925
M1 1i TIVFRSF fipg PIr 9 0.50
ROADS NIGERIA PLC 2 3.46 25,333
SECTORTotals 105 1,282,703
ENGINEERING TECH. [II1 IS -
CUTIX PLC 4 3.28 33,619
NIG. WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 3 0.94 7,850
SECTORTotals 7 41,469
FOOD/BEVERAGES &TOB.
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC 15 30.60 14,458
BIG TREAT PLC 23 0.78 1,695,000
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 101 15.20 1,371,645
DANGOTE FLOURMILLSPLC 245 13.10 5,116,263
DANGOTE SUGAR REF.PLC 106 16.56 2,938,558
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIAPLC 78 41.55 622,575
H/WELL FLOUR MILL PLC 8 7.39 127,770
NAT. SALT COY NIGERIA PLC 82 7.00 2,733,059
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC 22 28.00 64,610
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 45 270.00 764,393
NESTLE
GAINERS NB
UNILEVER

UACN

69,273,579.04
66,752,039.39
34,480,546.21
27,881.342.20
198,387,506.8"

84,867.20
6,403.20
91,270.40

547,928.30
25,500.00
2,719,191.68
3,292 61998

18,150.04
125,121.00
143 2/1.04

740,723.00
6,350.40
19,344,008.7:
203,177.00
78,568,336.13
35,937,293.99
134,799,889.24

2,425,291.57
10,255,922.50
227,280.00
91,958.79
13,000,452.%6
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104,891.28
7,379.00
112,270.28

463,758.38
1,316,600.00
20,632,242.62
66,818,622.20
48,007,416.89
25,766,418.68
944,220.30
18,892,527.48
1,847,964.98
206,833,723.26

5.00
2.76
111
1.02
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What is
Convertible
Security

V:
A security
of an issuer
(for exam-
pie - bonds.
debentures,
or preferred
shares) that
may be
converted
into other
securities of
that issuer,
inaccord-
ance with
the terms of
the conver-
sion feature.
The conver-
sion usualiy
occurs at the
option ofthe
holder ofthe
securities,
built may
occur at the
option of the
issue:’'
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)
' Wednesday, February 3,2009

NORTHNIG.FLOUR&%LSPLC 3
TANTALIZERS PLC 22
UTC NIGERIA PLC 9
SECTORTotals 759
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 22
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 28
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG. PLC 32
MAY & BAKER NIGERIAPLC. 18
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC. 1
NEIMETHINT. PHARM. PLC 15
UN/DIAG. &CLIN. SERV. PLC 4
SECTORTotals
HOTEL & TOURISM
CAPITAL HOTEL PLC 7
IKEJA HOTEL PLC 12
SECTORTotals 19
IND./DOMESTIC PROD.
ALUMACO PLC 1
NIG. ENAMELWARE PLC 2
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 39
VONO PRODUCTS PLC 5
SECTOR Totals 49
INF. & COMMUNIC. TECH.
CHAMS PLC 46
Kft
IHS NIGERIA PLC 20
MASS TEL. INNOV. NIG. PLC 4
STARCOMMS PLC 30
SECTOR Totals 101
INSURANCE
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 138
CONTINENTAL REINS. PLC 21
CORNERSTONE INS. CO.PLC 20
CUST. AND ALLIED INS. PLC 30
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3
GREAT NIG. INS. COY PLC 2
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 28
GUARANTYTRUSTASS. PLC 47
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 4
CONS. HALLMARK INS.PLC 1
INT. ENERGY INS. COY PLC 25
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 41
L/UNION& ROCK INS. PLC. 16
LINKAGE ASSURANCEPLC 6
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASS. PLC 3
N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC. 14
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 13
OASIS INSURANCE PLC 1
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 8
SOV.TRUST INSURANCE PLC 4
STACOINSURANCEPIC « i
STAND. ALLIANCE INS. PLC 37
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 29
UNITY KAPITAtASSUR.PLC 3
UNIVERSAL INS. COY PLC 10
INTERCONT. WAPIC INS. PLC 21
SECTOR Totals 528
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
ASO SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 34
RESORT SAV. & LOANSPLC 6
UN/HOMES SAV. & LOANSPLC] 36
SECTORTotals 76
OTHER FINANC. INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC.
SECTORTotals
PETROLEUM (MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
BECO PETROL. PROD. PLC
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC
CONOIL PLC
ETERNA OILS GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
OANDO PLC
SECTORTotals
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIAPLC
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROP. DEV. CO. PLC
THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
ECOBANKTRANSN. INCORP
iy.. i
MOBIL
CONOIL
ALUMACO
ECOBANK

21.80 3wWo00 650,294 00
0.88 943,005 830,824.90
0.86 149,81€ 128341.76
16572352 393,133,455.45
1.11 2,191,807 2503,058.05
2.19 1,406,182 3,034,424.04
26.00 301,12C 7,935,249.40
5.23 - 80,040 416390.00
12.28 42,420 495,041.40
1.62 202,649 334,775.80
0.63 66,500 43,890.00
4.290.718i 14.762328.69
227 1,430,00C 3,246,100.00
1.03 2,049,005 2,100,444.95
3,479,005 5,346544.95
19.38 50,010 969,193.80
52.85 36,00C 1,807360.00
5.11 720,121 3,780,134.69
0.63 121,251 76388.13
927,682 6,637,119.62
0.75 2,517,400 1,825,663.97
4.03 488,636,6151969,205358.45

0.50
2.12

52,00C 2(5,000.00
3,435,328 7,271,403.37
494,642343 1,978333395.79

1.03 7.899.422 8,067,316.76
0.97 4,337,158 4,115,605.78
0.57 1,003,000 579.520.00
2.94 5.762.423 16,929,00534
0.50 204,057 102,028.50
0.50 100,000 50.000.00
0.56 5,692,250 3.065.425.00
2.20 9,777,454 21320359.03
0.50 105.000 52.500.00
0.50 8,00C 4.000.00
0.61 1,730,147 1,060,106.17
0.54 4,652,647 2,527,591.28
0.57 2,949,600 1.574.412.00
0.50 10,000 5.000.00
0.64 50,900 32.576.00
0.53 1,941,663 1,029,081.39
0.85 482,640 419,593.20
1.49 VvV 1,00C 1,420.00
3.61 *114,276 391,966.68
0.50 315.000 157,500.00
091
0.63 3,329,900 2,046,557.00
0.84 3,038,880 2,491,865.84
616,000.00
0.50 243,876 121,938.00
0.95 383,500 367,892.48
H
0.68  14,132,92( 8,942,782.15
1.03 2,265,600 2,322,02855
16,487,520 11309310.70
864,601 934,117.17

1,391,1( 11,228,957.17

268,616 9,756,981.97
1,20C 2,268.00
2,292 167,238.84

170,884 5,457,140.56

147,508 872,419.40

113,961 11,126,860.58
3,863 363,083.37
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NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE,

Mando Road, P.M.B. 2309, Kaduna, Nigeria

ADVERTISEMENT OF VACANCIES
(Internal and

The National Water Resources Institute. Kaduna, a parastatal of the Federal Ministry
ofAgriculture and Water Resources, hereby invites applications from suitably qualified
candidatestofillinsome seniorand juniorvacantpositions.

Interested applicants desirous of career challenges are to apply for the following
positions:'

\Y ADMINISTRATIONAND FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

1. PRINCIPALACCOUNTANT: CONTISS11
Holder of a good honours degree or HND in Accountancy/Finance or
equivalent professional Accountancy qualifications) with at least 9
years post-qualification working experience at an educational tertiary
institution, research institute, training institute or any such
organization as well as Registration with a recognized professional
accounting body like ICAN orAN AN will be an added advantage,

2. SENIOR STORE OFFICER: CONTISS 08
Holder of a good honours degree or HND in Business
Studies/Purchasing and Supply with at least 3 years post-
qualification working experience in Stores, OR ND in Business
Studies or intermediate Certificate of NICA/ICMA with 9 years
working experience in the Store.

B, TBAINIMS DEPARTMENT/RESEARCH ANP T&CHMCALS5RV1SES
DEPARTMENT:

1. CHIEF LECTURER: CONTISS 14

Holder of Ph,D, in Hydraulic or Wastewater/Environmental or
Irrigation Engineering with at least 12 years Of teaching/applied
research/relevant industrial work experience in modeling water
resources systems. Candidate must be registered with COREN or
equivalent professional body and must have published a number of
articles in both national and international journals and/or contributed
in standard textbooks. He/She must have attended national and
international seminars and conferences. At this high level, proven
abilityinacademic and administrative leadership is necessary.

2, PRINCIPALLECTURER: CONTISS 13

Holder of Ph.D. in Hydrology or Irrigation/Drainage Engineering with
at least 9 years experience in teaching/applied research/relevant
industrial work experience OR holder of Masters Degree in the fields
above with at least 12 years cognate experience. Candidate mustbe
registered with COREN or equivalent professional body and must
have published a number of articles in reputable journals and
contributed in standard textbooks. In addition, he/she must have
presented quality seminarand conference papers.

3. SENIOR LECTURERS: CONTISS 12{2POSITIONS)
HolderofPh.D. inany ofthe following specializations:

(a) Economics/Agricultural Economics, and

<b) Water Resources; or Environmental Engineering

Applicants should have at least 6 years cognate experience in
teaching/applied research/relevant industrial work OR holder of a
Masters Degree in the fields above with at least 9 years cognate
experience. Holders ofonly First Degree need notapply. Candidate
must have published a number of pumal! articles, chapter
contributions and must also have presented conference and seminar
papers.

4, LECTURERSI: CONTISS 11 (4 POSITIONS)
Areas of specialization required forthis rank are as follows:
(@) Electrical Engineering (with experience in Motors and Pane!
Systems);
(b) Rural Sociology;
<C) «Soil and Water Engineering; and
(d) Hydrogeology;

Applicant must be a holder ofa Ph.D. in the relevant field with at least
3 years teaching/applied research/industrial work experience OR
holder of Masters Degree in any of the fields above with at least 6
years cognate experience OR holder of a good honours degree from
a recognized institution of higher learning with at least 8 years
cognate experience. In addition, applicant must have articles in
reputable journals to his credit as well as papers presented at
conferences/seminars. Professional registration isa pre-requisite.

5. PRINCIPAL TECHNOLOGIST: CONTISS 11
Holder of Full Technological Certificate (PTC) or Equivalentwith 12

years post-qualification cognate working experience OR HND in
Science Laboratory Technology with at least 9 years cognate working
experience. Applicants’experience mustbe in

Membership of NIST is an added advantage.

PRINCIPALTECHNICALOFFICERS: CONTISS 11 (2POSITIONS)

@) in Sewage RantManagementand;
<) In Soil Mechanics;
Holderof HND orequivalentqualification with
at least9yearsrelevantexperience inthe areas above.
Holder of Full Technological Certificate (FTC) with at least 12 years
cognate working experience.

7. LECTURERS Il: CONTISS 09 (2 POSITIONS)
HolderofaPh.D.in:
() Extension Service: and

() Library Science
Holderofa Masters Degree inthe areas specified
above with at least 3 years of teaching/research/industrial work
experience QR holderofagood Bachelor's Degree with a minimum of
6 years cognate experience. In addition, applicant must have
published one journal article and presented at least 2
seminar/conference papers.

SENIOR COMPUTEROFFICER: CONTISS 09

Holder of a Master's Degree in Computer Science from a recognized
institution of higher teaming with at least 3 years cognate experience
OR holder of a good honours degree in Computer Science with a
minimum of at least 6 years cognate experience. Experience in data
processing and information managementis highly desirable.

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL): CONTISS 08
Holder of HNO with good grade in Electrical Engineering or equivalent
qualification with a minimum workshop experience of 3 years OR
holder of Full Technologist Certificate/City and Guilds Full
Technological Certificate with at least 6 years cognate experience.
Applicants' experience must cover the handling of electric motors
and panel systems

10. ASSISTANTTECHNICIANS: CONTISS 05(2POSITIONS)
(a) in Plumbing Technology; and
(b) in Borehole Drilling.

Holder of National Diploma in Laboratory Technology or its
equivalent
11. SENIOR CRAFTMEN: CONTISS 04

Holder of Secondary School Certificate plus Government Trade Test
Class orcertificate in:

Hydrological Measurement; with a minimum of 5 years experience in
hydrological activities.

METHOD OF APPHCATIOti:

interested applicants should forward their applications along with 12 copies of their
Curriculum Vitae to which 3 sets of photocopies of all cited certificates/documents
should be attached. The CV should highlight the following, among others: Name
(surname first), post applied for, current employment and salary, date and place of
birth, State and Local Government of origin, marital status, postal address, telephone
number, educational institutions attended, qualifications obtained with dates,
membership of professional bodies, publications (academic staff), other
professional/scholarly achievements (academic staff), working experience with dates
and schedules handled, namesand addresses of 3 referees

All submissions should be insealed envelopes with dear indication of post applied for
atthe top leftcomer ofthe envelopeand addressed to:

The Secretary to the Institute,
National Water Resources Institute,
P.M.B. 2309,

Mando Road, Kaduna.

Applicants should request their referees to send confidential reportson them directly to
The Secretary To The Institute.

All applications must reach the address above within six (8) weeks from the date of this
publication.

SECRETARY TO THE INSTITUTE

DAILY TRUST



DAI LY TRUST Thursday, February 4,2010
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JOS CRISIS: MATTERS ARISING

ince the outbreak of violence in Jos on January 17,

2009, a number of northern based newspapers

notably the Dally Trust and the New Nigerian have
virtually turned themselves Into propaganda instruments of
one of the warring sides. Every passing day, unwary readers
are inundated with lies; half - truths and disinformation
about the Jos crisis; its columnist and writers scribble
outrageous libel and smear against personages and people
of Plateau State.

It started with the rabid fanatic, Mohammed Haruna, a
man who has justified in his weekly column every act of
religious terrorism from 9/11 al-Qaeda attack on US to Boko
Haram bloody uprising in Borno State last year to the
attempted bombing of an American airliner by a Nigerian,
Farouk Umar Mutallab, Two days after the crisis In Jos begun
he treated his readers to yet another of his superfluous
adhominem. Like he did in 2008, he labeled the crisis
genocide, a remitalready adopted by almost ail other Daily
Trust writers and columnists. And as he did on the previous
occasion, he places responsibility for this genodde on
Governor Jonah Jang with a peevish argument that he (the
governor) harbors pathological hatred for the Muslim Hausa
Fuiani's.

The attempt to rope '‘Governor Jang in on a crime of
genocide is parton an orchestrated ploy by the aggressors in
Jos to get their pound of flesh for the failure they suffer
whenevertheyembarkon theirill- advised jihad against the
inhabitants of Plateau State. Apparently, the Harunas and
other authors of the genocide theory are undoubtedly
inspired by the post -war arraignment of the Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic for genodde against Bosnian
andAlbanian Muslims byguilt laden Western powers.

None of the Daily Trust writers has ever established
however flimsy any link between the governor and the
violence in the city. In the 2008 crisis, Haruna tried to justify
his accusation on the basis of a report by Eric Guttschuss of
the Human Rights Watch (HRW) which accused soldiers of
mass killing during efforts to quell the riots. For unknown
reasons Haruna took this as proof of the governors
complicity. But as every Nigerian knows no state governor
controls or issues order to soldiers or policemen for that
matter. So it is hard to see how he could take responsibility
for the alleged action of the soldiers. His allegations were
speciousifnotdownright irresponsible.

Repeating these allegations again after January 2010
crisis only confirms the columnist reckless disposition. But
he appears to be inspiring a hoard of nincompoops who are
behind a so - called petition to the International Criminal
Courtat The Hague. One of such is the one titled prosecute
Jonah Jang for inciting genocide in Plateau state petition
created by one Umar Hamza his accusation: "Governor
Jonah Jang has deliberately incited genocide by making false
allegations and unguarded utterances that have caused the
lives of thousands of innocent people and displaced
hundreds of thousands for the crime of being of a different
ethnic group."Whatare these "unguarded utterances? tike
Haruna, he provides none.

Since the whole issue has been turned into a religious
affair, itwas only a matter of time before the Chief Imam of
Daily Trust, Sheikh” Adamu Adamu would pen one of his
laborious articles on the subject. He did so on January 29,
2010.

Apparently frustrated that no one has so far come up
with any concrete proof of personal responsibility for
genocide against Jang, Adamu resorted to history, albeit a
distorted one. Deluded as usual that Nigerians have short
memories of events and more so if the event occurred in
pHaaeswith such aremote name as Tigno Waduku - he could
bamboozle Nigerians with liesand half- truths. Itwas Tigno
Waduku 1988, Adamu alleges, that Jang as the Governor of
the now defunct Gongola State “fomented a mini- genocide
against the Hausa Fulani when he set the Bachama against
them".

In truth there is no place as Tigno - Waduku; there is
Tigno and there is Waduku as separate towns about five to
eight kilometers apart. Yes, there were troubles involving
the indigenous Bachama and the settler Hausa Fulani's over
control of resources and religious differences in these towns
as have been the case in almost every crises In the northern
part of this country, e,g. Kafanchan - Kaduna crises (1987 -
1999), Zangon - Kataf ( 1992} and Tafawa Batewa (1991,
1995, 2000). (This is excluding the out rightly religious

clashes in Kaduna, Kano BaucW Borno, Niger and Plateau
State).

Adefemi Isumonah captured the essence of this crisis in
his article " Migration land Tenure, Citizenship and
Communal Conflicts in Africa* ( published in Nationalism
and Ethnic Politics, Vol. 9, issue 1, March 2003). The abstract
to the articles states:

“All land - cum citizenship base# communal conflicts in
Africa have been explained in terms of a questfor political
autonomy by subjugated groups, struggle over the
traditional stool and as consequences of competition for
scarce resources or state economic adjustment
programmes. By contrast, this article expounds the way in
whkh the land lecture offirst settlers or groups affects the
assimilation or dissociation of later settlers or ethnies with
critical implications for their citizenship rights and
intercommunal relations. It argues that land tenure is a
critical element of culture of the agrarian society that
determines nationality and citizenship of loter immigrants
irrespective ofsharedlanguageandculture

Indeed, the Muslim Hausa Fulani wrote a petition to the
Federal Government alleging collaboration between
government and CAN to killand malm Muslims atTigno and
Waduku” Any observer of the Nigerian scenario is aware of
such scenarios whereby perpetrators of sectarian violence
are the same ones thatturn round to cry wolf, itis partofthe
unending drama we are witnessing today to which the likes
of Adamu and columnists of the Daily Trust are enlisted to
perform.

Whether this was the reason for Governor Jang removal
or not the allegation has never been proven. It should be
pointed outthat thisallegation was vigorously challenged by
the leadership of Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN)
under the indefatigable Rev. Wilson Sabiya, of blessed
memories, who Insisted on a probe by the succeeding
governortodear CAN ofcomplicityas alleged.

Part of the tetter to the incoming Muslim governor read
thus: "the silence of your Government on this tells a lot
about your mission here. Your silence on the accusation is
tadt acceptance on your part that the Government under
Governor Jang collaborated with CAN to kill and malm
Muslims in Tigno and Waduku. Since the Government has
tacitlyaccepted the accusation we have no alternative butto
take an appropriate action todearthe nameof CAN."

This was how the conspiracy was woven but Rev. Sabiya
did notonly successfully challenged this fabrication, he went
on towin many court battles against the hopelessly derailed
Governor Isa Mohammed and penchant of committing
public funds for Islamic religious projects and activities
whenever he sobered up enough to stagger into
GovernmentHouse,

But the most fundamental flaw in the accusation by
Adamu Adamu is the fact that the tension between the
Bachamas and the Hausa Fulanis has not abated over 20
years after Jang left the scene. Since 2000, there have been
no less than four major clashes Involving Bachamas and the
Hausa Fulanis, leading to the dethronement of the Hama
Bachama by the powers - that- be in Abuja. In the same
way, there have been many conflicts involving the indigenes
of Jos and Hausa Fulani on the Plateau (1994, 2001 and
2004) long before Jang became the Governor of the state. In
fact, the first recorded history ofviolent conflict in Joswas in
1945 involving the Igbos and Hausa Fulanis.

The question one of your readers posted to one ofyour
columnist: last week was poignant. He asks: why is it that
anytime there is ethno religious fight in this country, the
Hausa Fulanis are involved? These same sentiments were
expressed by the late Shehu of Borno after the 1999 violent
religious dashes in Maiduguri. Without mincing words or
trying to sound politically correct, the royal father pointedly
blamed the settler Hausa community in the town for
fomenting the crisis.

Rather than always looking for scapegoats for their
villainy in violent conflict everywhere In the country. Hausa
Fulani elites as Adamu Adamu should begin some soul -
searching. No one is impressed by Adamu’s boast of the
"leadership and command" qualities of the Hausa Fulanis. If
the majority of the Hausa and Fulani live in such
unpardonable squalor and poverty with many of them
roaming the streets of‘urban cities in Nigeria as beggars,
these attributes are indeed debatable. Neither should
Adamu suffer any illusion of envy; as many as they are the

Hausa Fulani have yet to produce any exceptional world -
acclaimed individual inany field of human endeavor (both in
the Western and Oriental sense). It should be of concern
that apart from political trickery and horse - trading - a
situation that has left Nigeria without a leader for the past .
three or so months - they have brought very little to the
table.

Having said all these, it bears restating what is already
known about the Jos crisis. The Crisis started, as far as the

first information report (FIR) by the police commissioner is

concerned, from an unprovoked attack by Muslim youthson
Christian worshippers. No amount of disinformation
mounted by the editors and columnist will change this fact.
The question of the appropriateness of the police
commissioner announcing it publicly is another matter
entirely.

Butbefore thishonest Nigerian is lynched for his candour
the public may as well consider his predicament. In
November 2008 violent conflict broke out in Jos, over 300
suspects were arrested over the incident. Case files were
prepared by the police after investigation and forwarded to
the Director of Public Prosecution for prosecution but one
year after they have not been returned. Similarly, 26 men
were intercepted during the 2008 crisis armed to the teeth
with sophisticated weapons and fake army and police
uniforms during curfew hours bysoldiers. Theywere handed
over to the police command for investigation and
prosecution. Once again, Abuja intervened; the suspects
were once more whisked off to Headquarters and one year
afternothinghasbeenheard aboutthem.

The question many right thinking Nigerians have been
asking Is: Who are behind these violent crises? And who are
those in authority shielding die Identity of the perpetrators
and the Identity of their sponsors? Remember how
Mohammed Yusuf, the leader of the Boko Haram, was
captured alive after.aweek of bloody riots in Maiduguri but
was Wiled under police custody?

Adamu says in his aforementioned article:

*Perpetrators of past mayhems have generally gone
unpunished. No doubt punishing the guilty will go a long
way in stopping the recurrence of communal violence. Bat
the crises in Jos, especially that of November 2008 and the
current one, are unique in the sense that they are not the
usual clash between Christian and Muslims. As Sam Nda
Isaiah said in his piece Jos Is becoming embarrassing, if
there isa murder, there mustbe a murderer; butheforgot to
add that Ifjustice istobe done. Investigation in all instances
must be able to separate willful murderersfrom those who
killedinself-defence"

PerpetratorsofJos crisis have gone unpunished because
they are being shielded by powerful vested interests.
Unfortunately, the likes of Adamu who feign concern over
the recurrence of crisis in Jos have Sans? asked the
authorities why they keeping away crimk*J suspects from
investigation and prosecution. 'As to the matter of people
"who killed in self - defence" (a reference, no doubt, to
Adamu’s favored Hausa Fuiani settlers), it Is the courts and
the courts alone that have the constitutional power to
determine culpability or otherwise of suspects and not
some "big men* (well- known toall) in Abuja.

The commissioner of police has done Nigeria and the
International community a great service in revealing the
true identity of the culprits of the Jos crisis before another
Abuja intervention. His fate has already been determined in
a swift manner by the powers - that- be but he will long be
remembered by posterity. Just as posterity stiH remembers
other gallant police officers who before him were punished
for insisting of what is right in dealing with the crises in Jos:
innocent Itozuike, Joseph Apapa, Kevin Okpoke, Richard
Chime and Kayode Ibfronke.

in conclusion, we wish to add that if anybody is to be
tiled for genodde it is the shadowy characters that hide
behind facade of power in Abuja and elsewhere to
perpetrated mayhem in Plateau State.

Signed:

Hon. John Lamis Yakubu
No. 18 Thomas Didel Drive
Liberty Boulevard, Jos
Plateau State.
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Sign Language

car PARKWHOSE OWNERSHIP WE ARE

ASCERTAIN BV ENQUIRY WITHIN
EMISES will BE DONATED TO THE

U

* ANY CARS PARKED IN THIS *

Mob GUNNERY SCHOOL FOR

target practice

Ifyou love your car the message is clear
Photo location: Kimmeridge, Dorset, by Derek Washington
Culled from the telegraph.co.uk

EASY CROSSWORDS

6.

ACROSS
1. Robert___
Leonard
5. Sponge (up)
8. Touch
lightly
11. Unhook
12. Ledger
examiner
(abbr.)
13. Walking
support
14. 1999 Reese
With-
erspoon
Sim (3
WHCL)
17. Actress
Skye
18. Buenos___ _
Argentina
19. Defensive
coverings

22.

23.

24.
28.
29.

30.
31

36.
37,

38,

Wrestling
move
‘Zorba"
actor
Anthony
Manhattan
locale

Ship letters
Republican
party’s

inits.
Deception
Brought into
harmony

. Reagan

appointee
___diem
Washed out
suds
Circus
figure

. Clark of the

"DaflJ

42,

47.
48.

49.
50.

51.

52.

w N

o s

Planet*
Steer
markers (2
wds.)
Tuxedo
button
‘Me,”’to
Miss Piggy
Jacob's twin
23rd Greek
letter
Liquid
measures
(abbr.)
Cable
option

DOWN
Underwater
craft

. Compass

pi

. Public

notices
Idea

. Looks over

7.
8.

9.
10.

13.

15.
16.
19.

20.
21.
22.

24.
25.

26.
27.
29.

32.
33.
34.

35.
37.

38.
39.
40.

41.
43.
44,
45.
46.

Mayberry
youth
Beatnik's
home
Carson’s
prede-

__ Boteyn
Dick Tracy’s
wife

Actor

Easswood
Desolate
Reimbursed
Greenish
blue
Oxidize
Fine rain
Domino
spot
“The___
Squad"
BuBfight
cheers

Like a sage
Want
Where
Berlin is
(abbr.)

Tip a barrel
Soda) misfit
Knee-
exposing
skirt
Salisbury
steak, e.g.
Morning
host Philbin
Spice ami
Humanities
Hawaiian
island
Granny___
Little demon
WWII org.
Sleep briefly
Earth's star

Solution to Easy Crosswords
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

79
8 4 1 6
326
2 95

615 3 972

741 V
54 3

5 3 6 1

Solution to Sudoku 78
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EDUCATION

FG to improve reading
culture among Nigerians

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

MINISTER of Education Dr Sam
Egwu said Federal Government is
determined to improve the read-
ing habit amongst Nigerians at all
levels and the developmentoftech-
nical education to ensure the pro-
vision of middle-level manpower
that will drive national develop-
ment.

The minister stated this at the
commissioning of the Imo State

branch of the Prototype Building
ofthe National Library.

The minister expressed sat-
isfaction with the efforts of the
National Library of Nigeria, and
called on state governments to
partner with the National Library
to provide many libraries as pillars
for educational development.

According to him, library is
relevant at all levels of education
and fits into the education road-
map designed by the Federal Min-

istry of Education which is pres-
ently at the implementation stage.

“The Roadmap which has a
four-point agenda of access and
equity, standards and quality
assurance, technical and voca-
tional education and training, and
funding and resource utilisation,
when fully implemented will take
the education sector to a higher
level,” he said.

Earlier, Chairman ofthe National
Library Board, Alhaji Zannah Mus-

tapha said the commissioning of
Imo State branch brings to 22 the
number ofbranches ofthe National
Library in the federation.

He said the board intends to
establish branches all over the 36
states of the federation by the year
2015.

In his remarks, Chairman
of the House of Representatives
Committee on Education Rep
Faruk Lawan commended the
efforts of Dr Egwu in improving

37!

E-MAIL: education@dailytrust.com
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the education sector and pledged
the support of National Assembly
towards completion of all educa-
tion projects.

While noting that no nation
can progress without a reading
culture, Rep Lawan said that the
National Assembly will continue
to support the building of librar-
ies and encourage students and
the society to sustain reading in
order to reverse the trend of low
interest in reading.

...Promises
to address
Impediments
to quality
education

MINISTER of Education Dr Sam Egwu said the Federal
Government will do everything possible to address all
impediments and challenges to quality education service
delivery in the country.

Speaking at the 2009 ministerial press briefing in Abuja,
Dr Egwu said “the Road Map developed by the ministry
has given the sector better focus and therefore, consider-
able progress is being made in the delivery ofthe ministry’s
mandate.”

He said itiss clear that there are still lingering challenges
to expanding access, enhancing education service delivery
and ensuring quality learning outcomes at all levels in the
country.

“There is danger and unpleasant possibility that our
dear nation, Nigeria, may not meet the Education for All
(EFA) targets and serious implications for the attainment
of our national development goals and objectives. This
has serious implications for the attainment of our national
development goals and objectives, the capacity of the edu-
cation system to deliver is the key-determining-success fac-
tor in the achievement of seven-point agenda and vision
20:2020,” he said.

He said government is determined to upgrade the edu-
cation system to provide the needed momentum and com-
petendyanchor Nigeria’s envisioned positioning among the
20top most economies ofthe world come year 2020, adding
that the challenges of education was a collective responsi-
bility ofall education stakeholders in the country.

In her remarks, Minister of Information and Commu-
nications Professor Dora Akunyili said education was on
the concurrent list.

She urged the officials of the Ministry of Education to
ensure quality education for citizens, saying “without edu-
cation people would behave like animals.”

Earlier in her address of welcome, Minister of State for
Education Hajiya Aishatu Dukku said the mission of the
ministry was to facilitate a balance national institution
through quality development and management compli-
ance.

“The time has come for all ofus to put hands on deck to
facilitate quality education in the country,” she said.

EXECUTIVE Secretary of National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) Dr. Nuru
Yakubu and the National Librarian Dr. Linus Ikpaahindi at the 2009 ministerial press
briefing by the Education Minister in Abuja yesterday.

Professor Sofidune 1s rewUNLAG\C

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos,

THE University ofLagos Governing Coun-
cil has approved the appointed of Profes-
sor Adetokunbo Babatunde Sofoluwe as the
new Vice Chancellor for a non-renewable
tenure of five years effective from January
30,2010.

According to a statement from the uni-
versity, the appointment was in pursuance
to Section 3 ofthe 1993 (Universities Mis-
cellaneous) Provision Act as amended in
2003.

Professor Tolu Odugbemi, the immedi-
ate past Vice-Chancellor turns 65 years on
Saturday, January 30, 2010 and retired from
the institution.

“The Governing Council wishes him
happy birthday and blissful retirement
while congratulating Professor A. B.
Sofoluwe and wishing him a successful ten-
ure. The Governing Council acknowledges
the cooperation of Senate, congregation

and the entire staff and wishes the entire
university community continued success in
living up to the reputation ofthe University
of Lagos as the University of First Choice
and the Nation’s Pride,” the statement said.

Sofoluwe, 59, is of the Department
of Computer Science and was until his
appointment the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Management Services).

Meanwhile, the Institute of Security of
Nigeria has called on administrators of the
nation’s university system to work harder at
enhancing the security of the campuses of
the nation’s higher institutions.

The ISN Secretary, Mr. Adebayo Aki-
nade, who spoke against the backdrop of
the forthcoming 5th Annual Security Con-
ference of the ISN scheduled for between
February 17 and 18 at the University of
Lagos, said that the call became imperative
because youths formed the largest percent-
age of those involved in criminal activities
in the country.

500 students
get free JAMB
forms

ByAkorOjoma

500 students from differ-
ent local governments in
Benue state were given free
JAMB forms to enable them
register for the 2010 Uni-
fied Tertiary Matriculation
Examination coming up in
April by the Moses Oriri
Foundation.

Speaking while dis-
tributing the forms to the
students, chairman and
founder of the foundation,
Ambassador Moses Oriri,
who is also the United
Nations Ambassador of
Peace in Nigeria, said the
foundation decided to give
out the forms to enable the
less privilege who cannot
afford the forms participate
in the examination.

He said the large turnout
of students despite the late
awareness created to mobi-
lize the students shows the
level of poverty prevailing
against their quest to study
further in school adding
that the gesture is to further
strengthen the activities of
government for students in
the state.

He described Benue
students as hardwork-
ing, brilliant and obedient
but that some of them are
handicapped by inadequate
funds, lack of goodwill and
negative attitude and intol-
erance to the plight of fellow
brothersand ssisters by those
in position to lend helping
hand to them.

He advised the students
to remain focused and dedi-
cated to their studies ifeven-
tually admitted into univer-
sities or polytechnics.
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Nine-year curriculum will boost
basic education - NERCD scribe

Professor Godwill Obioma is the Executive Secretary of Nigerian Education Research and Development Council.(NERDC). In this interview
with Abdullahi M Gullomg, he spoke about the curriculum development and research undertakings by the council.

OU havebeen atthe helm
Yofaffairs atNERDC fora

couple years now, how
has leading the council being
and what would you say is your
greatest challenge?

When | got to the council on
my first day as the chiefaccount-
ing officer, 1 was greeted from
the express to the council by dust
because the road was not tarred.
I met just one rickety building
standing; rickety in the sense that
there were leaking roofs, the air
conditioners were not walking,
no power supply at all from what
was then NEPA and now PHCN
and the environment itself was
not welcoming. It was not reflec-
tive of what is called a research
institute because it didn't have an
ambiance of research.

There were conference centre
that was outgrown with weeds
and scores of chalet or rooms,
all not used and abandoned in
desolation. I looked around and
saw abandoned vehicles littered
around. I moved over to the staff
quarters where we have the pri-
mary school, itwas in avery des-
olate shape. In fact, some staff of
the council were looking worn-
out because from the clothes they
were putting on, you could hardly
think they were public servants of
any sort.

That was what | met the first
day, and so, | told myselfthat there
would be a need to re-engineer
the place and put a life into the
environment and also look at the
mandate of the council again and
see what the problems were and

what went wrong along the line.
| thought we should create a mis-
sion and avision and that became
a challenge because as a public
entity we need to have a vision as
per where we want to be at a cer-
tain stage, and a mission, that is
how to get to where we want to be.
Since then, we've been able to turn
around the fortunes ofthe council
and make ita force to be reckoned
with as far as education research
and development is concerned.

rom your explana-
Ftion, would you say that
NERDC was simply aban-
doned or it was lack of serious-
ness on the part ofgovernment
or leadership failure on the part
of NERDC officials?

It wasn't lack of seriousness
because when | came in 2005,
government was thinking seri-
ously of reform of the education
and other sectors. You will recall
that NEEDS was ¢established
in 2004, which was our local
response to global reforms. Ifyou
look at the NEEDS document, it
captured education sector, and
so, | wouldn'’t say it was lack of
seriousness. Again, | wouldn’t
say there was leadership failure
because | am not in a position
to asses my predecessors. | know
that the lady | took over from is
a renowned professor and the
person that stayed there is also a
professor and | can counted about
three professors that headed the
place before me.

My assessment from literature
before me pointed to lack of funds

and greater difficulties to create
avenues for bringing in funds. |
will also say that the activities of
the council tended to be so nar-
row. For instance, curriculum
efforts were going on at very, very
low ebb.

So, | think was so much ofa
narrow conception of what the
mandates ofthe council are. Even
in book development, I saw in the
literature that in 2004 the council
made efforts to review the book
policy but in a very narrow sense
because there was a draft book
policy existing but the problem is
that itwas looked at from the basic
education perspective, it didn’t
link up with publishers. So, it was
difficulty, difficulty to create win-
dows of opportunity in which we
could attract funds.

0 what extent has your

research undertakings

been able to influence
policies,aimed at improving the
standards and quality of basic
education?

There are reform strategies
that are very well articulated. For
instance in the last three or four
years, we had policies of the nine
year basic curriculum, policies of
the new book development strat-
egy in gendering the fairness into
education, reducing poverty, rec-
reating educating into entrepre-
neur level and so on. These are
good policies but | felt the prob-
lem was to map out a good strat-
egy ofimplementation and to put
these strategies in coherent form.

The issue of nine-year basic
education  curriculum  was
described by the Education Min-
isteras a “curriculum revolution.”
It is going to be a nine-year thing
starting from primary one, two,
three and we will phase out, in a
systematic and gradual form, the
old content. In the process, we will
train teachers, provide resources
and so on.

It is a systematic thing, this is
the difference, take for instance,
what will happen in 2011 as it
affects the new Senior Secondary
Schools, itisacurriculum innova-
tion. We have planned that cur-
riculum lastyear and this year, we
have finished it, what is going to
engage us now is to prepare the
resources to implement the cur-
riculum including teachers hand-
book and provision oftext books.
The SSS curriculum will start in
September this year but the nine-
year basic education curriculum
started in September 2008 and
it will take six to four years. The
junior secondary school compo-
nent will take three years. This
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means that those who are going
through the primary school now
will take six years to complete the
new second term and three more
years to complete the junior sec-
ondary school. You can imagine
the gradual process.

ow does it affect a
proprietor who owns
only junior secondary

school?

What the nine-year basic
education curriculum is saying
is that knowledge is systematic.
The policy says education will
be free and compulsory for nine
years, and it means from pri-
mary school to junior secondary
school. It explains that no extra-
neous condition should prevent
a child from completing junior
secondary school. Our specific
term on Education for All (EFA)
in Nigeria means you must com-
plete primary school and jun-
ior secondary school. So, you go
to your village and do primary
school and we expect that noth-
ing should prevent you from get-
ting intojunior secondary school.

re you saying that this
Atime around, we are
going to have a cur-

riculum for national develop-
ment?

Yes. The nine-year pro-
gramme provides a basis for
entrepreneurship, it provides a
basis for higher education, it pro-
vides a basis for second language
as French because language is
very important in national devel-
opment. What we do now is link
to work an industry. Even at the
senior secondary school level, the
new curriculum that is going to
be implemented next year makes
itpossible for every child to study
a trade which means that if you
fcome out of school you should
have something to fall back on.
At the same time, if you have to
go for higher education, you must
be well-prepared for the higher
education.

In fact, the nine-year basic
curriculum has been adjudged as
having the best tactics in African
perspective at the International
Bureau for Education in Geneva.
There is no doubt that the nine-
year basic education curriculum
will boost education in the coun-
try and make our children self-
reliant.

re the council’s research
programmes for devel-
opment or mere jambo-

ree?
Really, our research is for
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national development, and |
will give you two examples. Let
me start with the issue of admis-
sion into Nigerian universities
and reduction of examination
malpractice. We conducted a
research on how WAEC, NECO
and NAPTEB examinations and
JAMB affects good performance
in the university because there
was a quarrel on the type of stu-
dents found in the university.
Majority of the students come
in with six credits and above but
they cannot perform. Our con-
cern as a research agency was to
provide evident-based informa-
tion to say this is where the prob-
lem lies. The idea of post-UME
came from our research, and we
said there was the need to put in
quality assurance mechanism
to save the good ones because
WAEC and NECO were not good
predictors. Therefore, even if
students go through WAEC and
NECO there are variables which
we will use to save the good from
the bad into university educa-
tion. \%

The other aspect is, the one
we launched last year, and it was
tagged Opportunity for Increas-
ing Education in Nigeria. It
was conceptualised to provide
opportunities of what is avail-
able in increasing education to
ensure greater access that has
engendered the policy on gen-
der education and the policy on
special education. This enabled
us to translate the nine-year basic
education curriculum into 3,000
sign languages for those who
are visually impaired, we have
also brailed it. We didn’t have a
nationally brailed curriculum
before and we say if you are in
special education, ifyou are visu-
ally impaired, your handicap and
physical challenge shouldn’t be
an impediment.

When we conducted the
researches in the north, we have
the issues of girl-child drop out
and so on. In Lagos, we have the
issue of street children. It was a
big research and it cost us way
over N30 million because we got
about 10 consultants from the
university, civil society, workers
and teachers who helped us dis-
tribute the instrument. Itwas also
publicly launched.

But researches such as predic-
tive study of WAEC and NECO
examinations for university con-
sumedjust about N5 million. You
cannot say this is the amount
you have for research; it is when
you design the research that the
framework will determine the
amount to be used to carry out
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CAMPUSIT] ROUNDUP

From Musliudeen Adebayo, UNIJOS

THE saying that when two ele-
phants are fighting, it is the grass
that suffers is neither an under-
statement nor overstatement,
especially in the context of the
recent crisis that engulfed Jos, the
Plateau State capital. It really cap-
tures the loss, trauma and anxiety
the students and some staffofthe
University of Jos went through
during the crisis.

It remains a tragedy that stu-
dents and other members of the
university community often face
untold hardship whenever there
is a crisis on the Plateau because
they often become victims of
such dastardly acts. Itis also wor-
risome that directly or indirectly
students have continue form the
large casualties or victims of the
socio-political unrest in the city,
which is fast becoming unfavour-
able for academic activities due
to persistent attacks by hoodlums
whenever there is a crisis.

Plateau State was initially
known as the most peaceful state
inthe country but it has retrogres-
sively being turned into a hell for
it dwellers, particularly students.
In most cases, innocent students
are caught unaware whenever
there is a crisis between the so-

£6 Itisalso
worrisome
that directly or
indirectly students
have continue form
the large casualties
or victims of the
socio-political
unrest in the
city, which is
fast becoming
unfavourable
for academic
activities due to
persistent attacks
by hoodlums
whenever there is
a Crisis.

E-Mail: campusroundup@dailytrust.com

How Jos crisis crippled
varsity students

called indigenes and settlers,
which often lead to massive loss
oflives and properties.

Many students were Killed
during the 2008 unrest including
Omosehin Olusegun Samuel, a
200 level Accounting student and
Rabiu Muhammed, a 400 level
Accounting student, among oth-
ers. The students were killed at
Congo Russia, Katako Junction,
Yantrailer, Tudun Wada and Rik-
kos. Like in other crisis, students
are still counting their losses in
the recent crisis.

Although at the time of writ-
ing this report the actual number
of students affected directly or
indirectly has not been ascer-
tained but five students were
confirmed dead and more than 10
houses where students reside were
burnt to ashes at Angwa Rukuba,
Tina, Yantrailer and Congo Rus-
sia, among others. Valuables
lost to the crisis by the students
include laptops, electronics, mat-
tresses, shoes, certificates, clothes,
textbooks, notebooks and other
reading materials. Emile, a 200
level student of History and
International Relations told our
reporter that her house at Nas-

sarawa was burnt so also Ola-
tunde Deso, Adekunle Saliu, Ibojo
Kehide, Babalola Ruben and Ola-
tunde Olatunde.

Apart from loss of properties,
examinations which began before
the crisis was cancelled by the
Vice Chancellor of the university
Professor Sonni Tyoden in a state-
ment he issued in Jos. Professor
Tyoden also urged the students
to remain in their various hos-
tels and those who stay in town
should ensure that they don’t go
to the crisis rea.

On 1k part, president of
SUG K t Fwajock appealed to
the - -dents to be calm and be
mindful of where they go and be
prayerful, assuring that the “Man
O War” in collaboration with
SUG and the management of the
university was in control.

Some of the students, who
spoke to our reporter on campus,
condemned the crisis, saying they
cannot afford to witness any crisis
in the town again. They called on
the parties involved to always set-
de their differences amicably.

The Muslim Students Society
of Nigeria (MSSN) of Univer-
sity ofJos through its spokesman

HOTLINE:08035910371

Lukman Yussuf, a 4001 student of
Accounting said the entire Muslim
Ummah is against violence. He
said people should find an amica-
bleway of solving their differences
instead ofturning it to crisis.

He also called on politicians
and religious leaders not to use
youth to instigate any form of
crisis in the country. “We want
religious leaders to preach about
peaceful coexistence among peo-
ple irrespective of their religion,
political social, cultural and eco-
nomic differences,” he said.

The National Association
of Odua Students, through its
president Seyi Omimakinde
Emmanuel, a 400 level student of
law, also condemned the crisis. He
said more than two Yoruba stu-
dents lost their lives during in the
2008 crisis while many were ren-
dered homeless. “They burnt our
properties in town and more than
two ofour members including Mr
Rabiu Muhammed and Olusegun
Omosehin Samuel were affected,”
he said. He also appealed to the
school authority to build more
hostels to accommodate more
students, and appeal to the peo-
ple of Jos to tolerate each other

and always settle their differences
amicably.

Meanwhile, it is expected that
as soon as peace returns, students
will continue their examinations
Without break as they are eager
to finish the 2008/2009 academic
session that started in May, 2009.

The Muslim
Students Society
of Nigeria (MSSN)
oflIniversity
ofJos through
Its spokesman
Lukman Yussuf, a
400 level student
of Accounting said
the entire Muslim
Ummah is against
violence.
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THE International  Crimi-
nal Court was wrong when it
decided that Sudan’s leader can't
be charged with genocide in Dar-
fur, appeals judges said yesterday
— an unprecedented ruling that
could lead to President Omar al-
Bashir’s indictment with human-
ity’s worst crime.

The appeals ruling also put
other leaders around the world on
notice that the court will not balk
at charging them with genocide if
they persecute their own people.

The standard of proof the
court used last year to dismiss
three counts of genocide against
al-Bashir “was higher and more
demanding than what is required”
in its statutes, appellate- judge
Erkki Kourula of Finland said
yesterday.

Activists  welcomed the
groundbreaking decision, which
helps define just how much evi-
dence prosecutors need before
judges at the worlds first perma-
nentwar crimes tribunal will issue
an indictment.

“Today’s ruling is hugely sig-
nificant, as it could lead to the
inclusion of charges of genocide
by ICC judges for asitting head of
state and for the first time in the
history of the court,” said Wil-
liam R. Pace of the Coalition for
the ICC, a nongovernment group
that supports the court.

The five-judge appeals cham-
ber said the International Crimi-
nal Court wrongly concluded in
March that there was insufficient
evidence to charge al-Bashir with
three counts ofgenocide for alleg-
edly attempting to wipe out entire
ethnic groups in the war-ravaged
province of Darfur.

Instead, the court charged him
with seven counts of war crimes
and crimes against humanity for
allegedly orchestrating a cam-
paign ofmurder, torture, rape and
forced expulsions in Darfur.

Al-Bashir, the first sitting head
of state indicted by the world’s
first permanent war crimes tri-
bunal, refuses to recognize the
courtsjurisdiction and has vowed
never to surrender.

Rabie Abdel-Attie, a Sudan
government spokesman, said the
decision yesterday reflected its

increasing isolation from reality
on the ground in Sudan.

He said the decision will
not affect al-Bashir’s\bid to run
again for presidency at elections
expected in April.

“The government doesn’t give
the court any consideration and
doesn’t care much for it. This is a

...oudan kicks at appeals court decision

KHARTOUM accused the Inter-
national Criminal Court yester-
day oftrying to affect peace talks
with Darfur rebels and reform in
Sudan after an appeals chamber
ordered a review of the dropping
ofgenocide charges against Presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir.

“The ICC wants to impact the
political process in Sudan and the
ongoing negotiations in Doha,”
Kamal Obeid, state minister for
information, told AFP, referring
to consultations with Darfur
rebels in Qatar. “Ifyou look to the
time of this process, it shows that
the ICC wants to stop the politi-
cal development in Sudan, but |
believe it will help Sudanese to
be more committed to the demo-
cratic transformation,” he said.

The appeals chamber of the

ICC ordered the pre-trial cham-
ber to reconsider it decision to
drop three charges of genocide
when it issued an arrest warrant
for Bashir in March last year on
five counts of crimes against
humanity and two of war crimes
committed in Darfur.

Thejudges said that the stand-
ard ofproofon which the pre-trial
chamber rejected the genocide
charges was too demanding. They
directed it to issue “a new deci-
sion using the correct standard
ofproof™

The decision came as Bashir
briefly visited Doha to meet
Qatari Emir Hamad Ben Khalifa
al-Thani for talks that dealt with
the Darfur peace process. ICC
decision important for Darfur
victims: prosecutor

The Justice and Equality
Movement has held two rounds
of talks with Sudanese govern-
mentofficials. AJEM official wel-
comed the appeal courts decision
as avictory for “the population of
Darfur and justice” but added
that his group was still commit-
ted to the peace talks. Other rebel
groups have boycotted them.

A Sudanese official said on
Sunday that Khartoum wanted
the talks to conclude before a gen-
eral election expected in April —
Sudan’s firstsince 1986.

The United Nations says up to
300,000 people have died and 2.7
million fled their homes since the
ethnic minority rebels in Darfur
first rose up against the Arab-
dominated Sudan government in
February 2003.
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(Genocice charge now possiblefor Sudan'sal-Bashir

matter of principle,” he told The
Associated Press from Khar-
toum. “The court is heading in
one direction and we in the other.”

Al-Bashir’s indictment in
March further isolated his hard-
line regime.

Since the charges were issued,
the Sudanese leader has traveled

Guinea's new PM
says elections
may take time

GUINEA'’S new prime minister
says a presidential election meant
to bring civilian rule may not be
held within six months.

A breakthrough agreement
reached last month had called for
a vote to take place within that
timeframe. But Jean-Marie Dore,
a long-time opposition leader,
told Guineans yesterday that it
will take time to appoint com-
petent ministers to a transitional
unity government

Guinea’s military leader Capt
Moussa “Dadis” Camara, who
seized power in a December 2008
coup, agreed last month not to
return to the West African coun-
try. He is recuperating in Burkina
Faso after surviving an assassina-
tion attempt

to friendly countries but called off
trips to nations where he fears he
could be arrested and sent to The
Hague.

Moreno Ocampo said part of
the alleged genocide was a cam-
paign of rape to drive women into
the desert, where they die of star-
vation.

Africa's priorities
food, transport,
energy - AU head

NEW African Union president
Bingu wa Mutharika said yester-
day that food security, transport
infrastructure and energy will be
his priorities as leader ofthe pan-
African body.

“This year we'll focus on three
issues: first food security to make
sure Africa is able to feed Africa
within five years.

Second on transport infra-
structures... to connect Africa,
and third on energy because we
must have enough power to run
our industries,” said the Malawian
president

Mutharika replaces Libyan
leader Moammer Gaddafi. The
53-member AU will hold its next
summitin Kampala in July.
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Detriot bomb accused talking to FBl

he Nigerian man
accused of trying to
blowup aU.S. airliner
on Christmas Day
has provided “useful,

actionable” intelligence to U.S.

authorities after the FBI flew his
relatives to the United States to
urge him to cooperate, U.S. offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

And top’U.S. intelligence offi-
cials, testifying on Capitol Hill
about the attempted bombing
and other security threats, said al
Qaedaand itsallies were “certain”
to try to attack U.S. territory again
within the next six months.

The bombing suspect, Umar
Farouk Abdul Mutallab, 23,
started talking again after FBI
agents brought family members
from Nigeria to help convince
him to provide information on
how the botched December 25
bomb plot was arranged and
whether further attacks were in
the works, a senior U.S. official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

He is alleged to have mounted
the attack with help from a
Yemen-based al Qaeda branch.

“I'm confident he’s going to
continue to cooperate,” the offi-
cial said, although he declined to
say whether Abdul Mutallab had
been offered a plea deal or leni-
ency in exchange for answering
questions again.

he Obama administra-

tion has been criticized by

Republicans and Demo-
crats because Abdul Mutallab
was interviewed by FBI agents for
about an hour before he stopped
cooperating and he was then read
his so-called Miranda rights, pro-
viding him full U.S. constitutional
legal protections.

They questioned if that pre-
vented getting intelligence.
Prosecutors charged Abdul

Mutallab with trying to blow up
the flight from Amsterdam to
Detroit with a bomb sewn into
his underwear, drawing further
criticism from some lawmakers
who said he should face a spe-
cial military tribunal instead and
questioning by intelligence opera-
tives instead of the FBI.

CCAbdul Mmutallab is talking
and has been talking since
last week providing useful,

actionable and current intelli-
gence that we've been actively fol-
lowing up on,” a U.S. law enforce-
ment official said, declining to be
named because the investigation
isongoing.

If convicted, Abdul Mutallab
could spend the rest of his life in
prison, a fate that may provide an
incentive for him to cooperate
with FBI investigators interrogat-
ing him with support from CIA
agents.

‘FULLY APPRISED’

President Barack Obama was
kept “fully apprised” on Abdul

UMAR Farouk Abdul Muttalab

Mutallab’s change of heart, the
senior U.S. official said. Obama,
who has ordered reforms to pre-
vent future security lapses such as
those that occurred in this inci-
dent, had faced criticism from
Republicans for waiting three
days during a Hawaii vacation
to comment on the attempted
bombing.

In the days following the
attempted bombing, two FBI

PRESIDENT Barack Obama

agents flew to Nigeria and gained
help from Abdul Mutallab’s fam-
ily members who then proved
“instrumental” in winning his
cooperation, the senior adminis-
tration official said.

e declined to say whether
Abdul Mutallab’s father,
who warned U.S. officials

in Lagos before the failed attack
that his son had been radicalized,

was among the relatives who
agreed to fly to the United States
on January 17.

Senator Christopher Bond,
the top Republican on the Senate
Intelligence Committee, argued
that giving Abdul Mutallab legal
rights still gave anti-American
militants time to cover their
tracks. “We will never know what
life saving information on co-
conspirators and future plots we

missed out on,” he said.

Director of National Intelli-
gence Dennis Blair told lawmak-
ers there should be flexibility to
make decisions on a case-by-case
basisabout whether such suspects
go through a civilian or military
legal process.

Before  Abdul  Mutallab
stopped talking, administration
officials have said he initially pro-
vided useful information.

hat included telling investi-
gators that he had received
training as well as the
explosive device from militants

in Yemen affiliated with al Qaeda.

The Yemen-based al Qaeda
group has become a significant
concern to U.S. intelligence agen-
cies that are monitoring its capa-
bilities, intentions and recruit-
ment ofWesterners, Blair told the
Senate Intelligence Committee.

Blair also said he believed gaps
had been fixed since the Decem-
ber 25 incident.

“I'm confident that some-
one who left the trail that Umar
Abdul Mutallab did would now
be found,” Blair said. “What | can’t
tell is even with these improve-
ments we would be able to catch
someone who took more care.”

sked about the likelihood
Aof an attempted attack

by al Qaeda on U.S. soil
in the next three to six months,
Blair said an attempt was “cer-
tain.” Other intelligence officials
agreed.

In an audiotape aired recently
on Al Jazeera television, a man
purporting to be al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden praised Abdul
Mutallab and vowed more strikes
at the United States.
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YOUNG couples are trying to find ways around Egypt's conservative attitudes to sex before marriage

The perils of young
Egyptians'secret marriages

Inthe leafygroundsofCairo
University there are many
dating couples among the
crowds of students, borne
sit close together in shady
corners ana hold hands.

eligious customs and
ideas of social pro-
priety in Egypt do
not permit them to
take their relation-
ships much further.
However there is a way of
bending the rules - urfi marriage.
Young Egyptians are said to
be opting for these informal mar-
riages in record numbers, often as
a way of getting around religious
strictures against premarital sex.
“It's a secret marriage between
aboyapdgirlwhich even theirpar-
ents don’t know about,” explains a
20-year-old archaeology student.
“They don’tannounce it publicly.”
“From what | hear there are a
lot of students in this university
who have urfi marriages,” adds
his companion, Dina.

urfi maitiage is literally a
A“traditional” or “custom-
ary” marriage which does

not need an official contract.
Some students sign a hand-writ-
ten documentor come to a verbal
agreement.

Others buy an unofficial mar-
riage contract for about US $20
and sign it in front of two wit-
nesses to try to meet Islamic
requirements of a public declara-
tion.

‘Legitimate cover’

Usually they carry on living at
home and stay quiet about their
arrangement.

“The young couple sees a urfi
marriage as a pragmatic solution,”

FAWZIYA Abdullal

riage and the obligations that go
with itare one reason why experts
believe more young Egyptiansare
making urfi arrangements.

“It's a cultural thing,” Dr Safty
observes.

1

EGYPTIAN Centre for Women's Rights

says sociologist, Madiha Safty
from the American University in
Cairo.

“It's quite a conservative soci-
ety. There’s no premarital or
extramarital sex, so they believe
this gives a legitimate cover to the
relationship.”

The costs of a regular mar-

“[With regular marriages] the
groom is supposed to give a gift
ofjewellery upon engagement, he
has to pay a sum for his fiancee
to prepare for her life in marriage
and find a place to live.

“At the same time she’s sup-
posed to provide the furniture. Of
course people would also like to

have a fancy wedding which can
be quite expensive.”

Pregnancies

Although they may be cheap,
many urfi marriages do not end

happily.

Thursday, February 4,2010

involve pregnancies.

“Maybe they have a baby, then
[the woman] will become respon-
sible for the child. There are some
husbands who deny their mar-
riages so the woman is forced to
launch a lawsuit to prove pater-
nity. A DNA test has to be done.”

“She has a lot of hassles and
difficulties,” she says.

“It will also affect her reputa-
tion because as a woman in Mid-
dle Eastern culture she cannot
marry another man.”

‘Excuses’

It is difficult to get young
women who have had bad expe-
riences of urfi marriages to speak
about them but one told us her
story through a lawyer.

She explained she had never
had a boyfriend before she went
to university but met a fellow stu-
dent on campus and fell in love.

e gave her many reasons

why they could not for-

mally marry but per-
suaded her to sign a urfi marriage
contract.

They consummated their
union at her house when her par-
ents were out at work.

However the woman became
nervous after her mother con-
fronted her about blood on her
bed sheets.

“Really | was afraid so | called
the guy I married and told him he
needed to come over and ask for
my hand officially,” she recalls.

“Straight away he found a lot
ofexcuses why he could not come
and we had an argument.

“He broke up with me and tore
up our urfi marriage contract.”

Eventually  the  student
revealed to her family what had
happened and they tried report-
ing the case to the police.

However as she had consented
to sex she had no comeback. She

YOUNG couples see urfi marriages as a way of avoiding expen-

sive weddings

A telephone hotline at the
Egyptian Centre for Women’s
Rights receives regular calls from
young women confused about the
legal and religious status of their
marriages or seeking help when
things have gone wrong.

Legal advisor, Fawziya Abdul-
lal, says the most serious cases

said she felt humiliated.

Politicians and religious offi-
cials have recently called for cam-
paigns to warn women of the dan-
gers ofurfi marriages.

There have also been sugges-
tions of new laws, to make the
practice illegal.

Culledfrom bbc.co.uk
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Baby Doc' Duvalier's family can reclaim
N693m In Swiss bank, court rules

+ Court reverses ruling money should go to Haiti charities

he family of former
Haitian dictator Jean-
Claude “Baby Doc”
Duvalier can reclaim
at least £2.9m (about

N693 million) in Swiss bank

accounts that had previously been
awarded to aid groups, Switzer-
land’s highest court said yesterday.

The federal supreme court

66 Man
Haitians
accuse Duva
lierand his
entourage of
robbing mil-
lions from

reversed a lower court’s ruling
that the money should have gone
to charitiesworking in the impov-
erished nation. The decision was
reached hours before Haiti’s dev-

JEAN-CLAUDE'Baby Doc'Duvalier in Port-au-Prince,Haiti, in 1975.

astating earthquake on 12 Janu-
ary, but was only published yes-
terday.

Such delays are common in
Switzerland’s legal system.

The decision cannot be
appealed against, but the Swiss

foreign ministry said it would try
to keep the money blocked while
it works on a new law for dealing
with assets of “criminal origin”. It
said the money actually totalled
$5.7m. The reason for the discrep-
ancy was unclear.

Awoman and her injured baby are seen at a makeshift field hospital in Port-au-Prince

The government “wants to
avoid the Swiss financial centre
serving as a haven for illegally
acquired assets,” it said in a state-
ment, adding that a law to work
retrospectively could be ready this
month.

* Ministry works on law to block payout to ex-dictators family

Many Haitians accuse Duva-
lier and his entourage of robbing
millions from public funds before
he was ousted in 1986. Duvalier
is believed to be living in exile
in France and has always denied
wrongdoing.

The court said the alleged
crimes in the case fell outside the
statute of limitations, reversing
a decision in August by a lower
court that found the Duvalier
family had essentially acted as a
“criminal organisation” by divert-
ing public funds through a Liech-
tenstein foundation to accounts in
Swiss bank UBS.

he supreme court said it
was unhappy about the
ruling but its hands were
tied because the statute of limi-
tations expired in 2001. It urged
lawmakers to make it easier for
assets belonging to deposed dic-
tators to be repatriated to national
governments.
Haiti made its first request for
the money in 1986, shordy after
Duvalier was overthrown.

but Switzerland has refused

to give itback to Haiti because
the Haitian government was
not charging Duvalier with any
crimes in its own justice system.

As a way out, the Swiss gov-
ernment had proposed to give
the money to aid groups working
in Haiti.

Culledfrom guardian.co.uk

I thas been frozen ever since,

Awoman caughtinthe rubble ofa collapsed building in Port-au-
Prince just after the initial earthquake
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Environmental group assess rural projects

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

A team of experts from the Build-
ing Nigeria’s Response to Climate
Change (BNRCC), is on tour of
pet projects initiated by one of the
implementing partners - Green-
watch Initiative in two rural areas
ofDauduand Falgore in Benue and
Kano states, respectively. .

Tlie three man-team compris-
ing thE project’s adviser on pilot
projects, Mrs. Ellen Woodley, John
Ajigo of Nigerian Environmental

mm

Study/Action Team (NEST), and
Samson Ogallah who is NEST?%
Programme Officer for Commu-
nication, Outreach and Network,
were led, yesterday to communities
in Daudu by Greenwatch’s Execu-
tive Director, Emmanuel Tembe.
Communities around this area
are dependent on rain-fed agri-
culture, according to Tembe who
added that the increasing nega-
tive effect of climate change has
broughtthe communitiesto experi-
ence increasing water scarcity, flash

floods and severe erosion, forc-
ing the people off their economic
mainstay.

Through Gl pilot project
- “Promoting Climate Change
Adaptation Best Practices”, com-
munity members are however tak-
ing action to respond positively to
climate change to introduce strate-
gies that will address the devastat-
ing effects aswell as end such prac-
tices that encourage the change in
the climate condition. The cost of
the project, according to Tembe, is

N13.8 million with CIDA sinking
N11.5 million.

The Ellen Woodley-led team
came face to face with the devas-
tating effect of climate change with
theincreasingincidenceofenviron-
mental disasters and the attendant
consequences on thelivelihood of
the people.

Mrs. Woodley told Daily Trust
she was impressed with the pilot
project, saying “it was successful
day in Daudu” She said the two pet
projects shevisited so far - mass tree

planting and dam project initiated
by Greenwatch to address deforest-
ation and water scarcity as well as
aid irrigation practice, respectively,
are good initiatives especially that
the project have attracted commu-
nity participation.

She expressed optimism that the
community-participation aspect of
the projectwould address the prob-
lems associated with traditional
knowledge and by extension, sus-
tains it towards addressing the
effects of climate change.

Theworld's
most
polluted
places (9)

FROM lead in the soil to toxinsin
the water and radioactive fallout
in the air, The Blacksmith Insti-
tute has created a list ofthe world’s
worst ecological disaster areas

Kabwe, Zambia

Number of people potentially
affected: 255,000

Type of pollutant: Lead and
cadmium

Source ofpollution: Lead min-
ing and processing

When rich deposits of lead
were discovered near Kabwe in
1902, Zambiawas a British colony
called Northern Rhodesia, and

LAKE Bogoria, Kenya, So shallow is the earth's crust in this sinister landscape that the surface looks like agiant witch's cauldron,
with scorching springs and geysers. Rich in sodium salts and minerals, the lake has no life bar the blue-green algae, eagles flying

overhead and the incredible number of flamingos that feed here.

little concern was given for the
impact that the toxic metal might
have on native Zambians. Sadly,
there’s been almost no improve-
ment in the decades since, and

Tanzania to host climate confab Feb 24-26

By Nasir Imam

CLIMATE-CHANGE experts
from around the world meet for
the 4th International Conference
on Community-based Adapta-
tion to Climate Change in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania on 24-26 Feb-
ruary, Dar es Salaam to share the
latest knowledge about how com-
munities can reduce their vulner-
ability, and howgovernment poli-

cies can help make this happen.
They will be sharing infor-
mation about ways communities
can adapt to impacts of climate
change using approaches such
as water harvesting, alternative
farming practices, and strategies
to reduce the risk from disasters.
The meeting is being organ-
ized by the International Institute
for Environment and Develop-
ment, Environmental Protection

Management Services (EPMS,
Tanzania), the Bangladesh Cen-
tre for Advanced Studies (BCAS),
and the Ring Alliance. Special
sessions will focus on how com-
munities in urban areas or rural
drylands can adapt to climatf
change impacts such as heat-
waves, floods and droughts.
“Climate change is a global
problem but itsimpacts are always
local and that means the solutions

need to be too,” says Dr. Hannah
Reid, Senior Researcher at the
International Institute for Envi-
ronment and Development.

The conference aims to iden-
tify good strategies for sharing
information within and between
vulnerable communities, and
will promote the integration of
community-based adaptation
into national policiesand interna-
tional development programmes.

though the mines and smelter are
no longer operating, lead levels
in Kabwe are astronomical. On
average, lead concentrations in
children are five to 10 times the
permissible U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency levels, and can
even be high enough to kill. “We
did blood tests on some of these
kids, and they literally broke our
machines,” says Fuller. “There is
a long, nasty history here.” But
there’s also a bit of hope: the
World Bank has recently allocated
$40 million for aclean-up project.

Oil spillage: PPMC appeals to NOSDRA for patience

THE Pipeline and Petroleum Prod-
ucts Marketing Company (PPMC)
has appealed to the National Oil Spill
and Detection Agency (NOSDRA) for
patience over the oil spill in Oke-Warri
in Delta.

PPMC’ Spokesman, Mr Ralph Ugwu,
told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
on Thursday in Lagos that PPMC would
pay the N1 million fine to Oke-Warri
Community immediately it concluded
its investigations.

“We are aware that NOSDRA has
directed PPMC to pav N1 million as

damages to the affected community but
PPMC is investigating the cause of the
spillage.

“Until we conclude our investigation
to authenticate the cause of the spillage
and, we agree on what to do, | cannot tell
you the position ofthe PPMC on the mat-
ter,” Ugwu said.

He regretted the cause of the spillage,
adding that the PPMC would communi-
cate its findings to NOSDRA as soon it
was through with the investigation.

Mr Henshaw Ogubike, Head, Public
Affairs Dept, NOSDRA had told NAN

that PPMC had failed to respond to it
directive to pay a fine of N1 million for
failing to clean up the oil spill in Oke-
Warri.

Ogubike said that at the moment
NOSDRA was not sure that the PPMC
had paid the fine.

He said that the directive was ordered
after a joint investigation visit (JIV) by
all the parties, including PPMC, on June
9,20009.

“NOSDRA in line with the provision
of its enabling Act directed the PPMC to
immediatelv contain, recover and clean

up the impacted sites in the area.

“But the company failed to clean up
the sites within a reasonable time, which
is a contravention of Section 6(3) of the
NOSDRA Act, hence NOSDRA penalised
PPMC.

“The fine was supposed to be paid
within 14 days from the date of the
receipt of its letter but till now PPMC had
not responded,” he said.

NOSDRA urged the PPMC to exhibit
the highest ethical standard expected of
it as an establishment during its opera-
tions. (NAN)
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OVER 100 people in Eket, Akwa Ibom
were rendered homeless following awind-
storm which accompanied the first rain on
Friday night.

The rainstorm also destroyed electric
poles invarious parts of Eket, throwing the
entire metropolis into darkness.

The rain which lasted for about thirty'
minutes destroyed properties worth mil-
lions of Naira.

Some of the victims of the disaster
appealed to the federal and state govern-
ments to come to their aid.

“It is unfortunate that this thing hap-
pened and we are left without a roof over
our head.

Worst hit areas are Hospital Road,
Afaha Eket, Atabong, Idua and Okon Eket
areas of Eket metropolis.

Two communications masts were
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Rainstorm renders 100 homeless in Eket

pulled down by the rainstorm. They in
turn damaged some houses in the neigh-
bourhood.

At the School of Nursing, Eket, the
female hostel had its roof blown off while
bedsand books belonging to the students
were soaked by the rain.

Inspecting the affected areas, Eket
Council Chairman, Mr Emmanuel Udoh
on Saturday morning commiserated with

the victims and pledged to offer relief.

“The local government is concerned
and we sympathise with you.

“The magnitude of the damage is
beyond the capacity ofthe council and we
shall report to the state and federal gov-
ernment agencies to assist our people,”
Udoh said.

He urged the victims to thank God for
sparing their lives. (NAN)

Kogl commissioner
tasks residents on

sanitation

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE Kogi State Commissioner for Environment and
Physical Development, Architect Muhammed Sule, has
appealed to the people of the state to cultivate the habit

of environmental cleanliness.

The commissioner made the appeal yesterday when
he led the ministry’s officials and heads of parastatals
to the State House of Assembly for the defence of the

2010 budget for the ministry.

Sule noted that environmental pollution had
become a global concern, pointing out that the minis-
try was planning to partner with a private company to

convert waste products to wealth.

While commending the governor for the prompt
release of funds for the control of erosion, environ-
mental pollution and beautification of Lokoja metrop-
olis, the commissioner disclosed that the state was
putting measures in place to reduce the effect of cli-

mate change.

Meanwhile, the chairman of the House Commit-
tee on Environment, Mr Funsho Oni had reiterated
the committee’s resolve to give necessary legislative
support to the Ministry of Environment and all the

parastatals under its supervision.

A climate of opportunities: Domestic actions now

By Uloma Onuma

NOW is the time for Nigeria
to act on climate change. In the
light of the outcomes of the cli-
mate change conference held in
December 2009, governments
at all levels must plan for and
implement mitigation actions.
Mitigation actions are steps that
are needed to reduce emissions
of greenhouse gases that result
in changes in the global cli-
mate. The ‘Copenhagen Accord’,
reached by over one hundred
world leaders in Denmark did
not lead to legally binding emis-
sion reduction targets. There-
fore, domestic actions in Nigeria
must be prioritized, now more
than ever.

tlimate change is strongly
linked to the challenges ofdevel-
opment and poverty reduction
in Nigeria. Rising atmospheric
temperatures, leading to global
warming, has in Nigeria exacer-
bated desertification, drought,
sea level rise, health, food and
energy security.

Very often mitigation actions
are seen as strategies to reduce
emissions of green house gases
alone. However, in Nigeria sev-

eral ofthe actions needed to reduce
these harmful gases are the same
that would be needed to generate
more electricity, create more jobs
and reduce local environmental
problems. The benefits of green-
house gas emissions reductions
becomes an added bonus.
Nigeria’s best opportunity to
reduce these gases is from end-
ing gas flaring. Latest available
statistics show that gas flaring
accounts for 31.4 percent ofa total
54.9 percent of emissions from
Nigeria’s energy sector. Making
this currently flared gas available
for electricity production will be
the needed tonic for solving our
current power crisis. Also, invest-
ments in abundant sources of
renewable energy, stipulated in
the Renewable Energy Master Plan
would assist in addressing energy
security. These will help industries
create new jobs and help govern-
ment end the current environ-
mental crisis in the Niger Delta.
According to a 2009 study by the
International Centre for Energy
Environment and Development
and the Global Climate Network,
over 600,000 new jobs can be cre-
ated in the short to medium term,
from gas and small hydro tech-
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ULOMA Onuma

nologies.

These and other strategies for
reforestation, energy efficiency,
and population growth control
present valid win-win policy
options that can be implemented
now.

In addition to the various ben-
efits that mitigation can bring,
it provides access to the carbon
market for Nigeria. In 2009 alone,
World Bank estimates showed
that of the primary and secondary
carbon markets- a market where
developing countries are allowed
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to trade their emission was about
USD$33.5 billion. Nigeria cur-
rently has only three projects that

that have received financing from.

this market. Continued use of the
clean development mechanism
makes many projects in Nigeria
potential beneficiaries for this
financing opportunity.

Domestic unilateral actions to
mitigate climate change present
a crucial step in these mitigation
actions. Many countries such as
Brazil, China, India and South
Africa have already seen the bene-
fitofreaching their national devel-
opment objectives by investing in
low carbon technologies. Develop-
ing a nationally appropriate miti-
gation plan of action is therefore
imperative in reaching the goals of
the Vision 2020. This plan would
detail next steps and help main-
stream climate change related
issues into developmental plans, a
link that has so far been missing.

For plans to be effective, they
must be backed by proactive leg-
islation that can be enforced and
implemented. Unlocking the
potentials for domestic gas use, lies
in the effective implementation of
the Gas Master Plan. The Renew-
able Energy Master Plan presents
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a framework to increase the use
of clean energy. However, con-
solidating and updating policies
that aid market creation in these
green technologies is important.
Developing a Clean Energy Law
that builds upon these existing
legislations is therefore vital.

+ The Gas Flare Out Policy must
also be passed and enforced to
ensure more effective domestic
utilization ofgas in Nigeria. Con-
trary to views in some quarters
that prohibiting gas flaring will
endanger access to the carbon
market, ending gas flaring is per-
haps the singular most important
step injumpstarting the Nigerian
economyand reducing emissions
of these harmful gases.

Taking action now can be
quite painless, if the proper next
stepsand policy actions are taken.
It is a win-win for all, includ-
ing job creation opportunities,
energy security and creating an
avenue for addressing the envi-
ronmental concerns of the Niger
Delta. In addition, we simply
reduce our greenhouse gas emis-
sions as an added bonus.

Uloma Onuma, isofthe Inter-
national Centrefor Energy, Envi-
ronment & Development
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1976: Tangshan, China
China has the misfor-
tune to have had the sec-
ond deadliest earthquake
on record, the 1976 Great
Tangshan  Earthquake,
which struck in the coun-

a binary quake: an after-
shock that struck 16 hours
after the initial temblor
measured an identical 7.8
on the Richter scale and
was equally destructive.
Death estimates are hard to

700,000, but those have
since been revised down
to some 250,000. Com-
pounding the massive
casualty count was the
decision by the Chinese
government to accept no

try’s northeast. Itd be
more accurate to call this

pin down —initial reports
placed the toll at nearly

international aid in the
aftermath of the quakes.
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EARTQUAKE scene at Tangshan, China in 1976

|AN irrigation system in the northern Mexican municipality of Delicias. Is this Uganda's future?

Uganda draws up national irrigation strategy

THE Ugandan government is in the advanced
stages of developing and promoting irrigation
throughout the country in a bid to respond to
droughts that have dented the country’s food
security.

For generations, Ugandan farmers have
relied, and thrived, on rainfall to water the
land, with irrigation mostly associated with
large-scale schemes for crops like rice or sugar
canes or flowers for export. But the climate is
changing and droughts are becoming more fre-

quent; a government meteorologist recently said
that Uganda had suffered at least eight serious
droughts in the last 40 years, compared with only
three in 60 years leading up to 1970. The Teso
region, in which Katine falls, has been hit by food
shortages after much ofthe area’s harvests failed
due to drought in the middle of last year.

Last year, government officials say the cabi-
netdirected the ministries ofwater and environ-
ment and of agriculture to develop a national
25-year master plan on irrigation. The plan

should spell out the feasibility, the approach
and the cost of irrigation schemes throughout
the country.

According to the commissioner for water for
production in the Ministry of Water and Envi-
ronment, Richard Cong, the master plan should
be submitted to cabinet this month. Uganda’s
minister for water and environment, Maria
Mutagamba, says that cabinet will debate the
draft plan and send it to parliament for debate
and approval.

C'River targets N30bn revenue from carbon credit

CROSS River State Com-
missioner for Environ-

countries in

carbon

It said that in 2008,

Calabar, said as part of

on a city capping project.

ment, Mr: Julius Okputu,
on Tuesday said the state
government had mapped
out strategies to generate
over N30bn from carbon
credit market in 2012.
He noted that with
over 45 per cent of Nige-
rian forest located in the
state, it had potential
to compete with other

credit generation.

An online magazine,
Rediff India Abroad,
referred to carbon credit
or emissions trading
as an administrative
approach used to control
pollution by providing
economic incentives for
achieving reduction in
the emissions of pollut-
ants.

the global carbon credit
trading was estimated at
$5bn, with India's contri-
bution at around $1bn.

India is one of the
countries that have ‘cred-
its’ for emitting less car-
bon.

Therefore, Okputu, at
a media briefing organ-
ised by the Nigerian
Union of lournalists in

strategies to benefit from
carbon credit, the state
had started taking stock
of its biodiversity assets.

He added that part of
the tactics was to plant
five million trees in the
state annually.

Other  approaches,
according to him, will
include establishing a
sreen citv and embarking

He said the govern-
ment had already placed
two-year moratorium
on logging and had
suspended all revenues
accruing from wood in
the state.

He said that the
measures were adopted
to regulate felling of
trees and wood harvest-
ing.

Bauchi
State

spends
N1.2bon
boreholes

THE Bauchi State Gov-
ernment has spent over
N1.2 billion on the execu-
tion ofvarious rural water
supply projects in the last
two years.

Alhaji Sanusi Muham-
mad, the Special Assist-
ant to Gov. Isa Yuguda
on Media, who made the
statement in Bauchi on
Wednesday during an
interview, said that the
amount was spent on the
construction of bore-
holes as part of efforts to
provide potable water to
rural communities in the
20 local government areas
ofthe state.

He explained that N1
billion of the amount
was part of the Condi-
tional Grant Scheme
from the Federal Govern-
ment under the Millen-
nium Development Goals
(MDGs) on water.

The official said that
under the scheme, more
than 106 solar-powered
boreholes were drilled in
different parts of the state.

He said that the state
government had also
released N200 million as
its counter-part fund for
the drilling of 200 addi-
tional hand pump oper-
ated boreholes across the
state.

Muhammad reiterated
the commitment of the
government toward the
attainment of the MDGs
on safe and clean drink-
ing water through the sys-
tematic execution of water
projects in all parts of the
state.

He appealed to the
beneficiaries of the water
supply schemes to assist
in protecting the facilities.

“The Gov. Yuguda
administration is irrevo-
cably committed to the
provision of physical
infrastructure and other
social amenities to the
people of the state,” he
said.

Muhammad called on
the people of the state to
support the government
and to live in peace, con-
sidering that no meaning-
ful development could
take place without peace.

“We should not allow
ourselves to be misguided
into acts capable of
breaching the peace under
anyguise,” the official said.
(NAN)
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ladies ue\al to

stedl A Nena

ByAbubakarYakubu

SOME ladies with the connivance of
commercial cyclists now steal from
shops at Nyanya using cloak to hide the
stolen item.

At Nyanya Phase 1V, in the Federal
Capital Territory, a lady wearing veil
alighted from a motorcycle and went
into a provision store to buy sweets.

The owner of the store said the lady
asked for sweets at the shop entrance
and when she entered to collect it from
the shelf, the lady had entered inside the
shop.

“l was shocked to see her at the centre
of my shop and had to tell her to go out
so that I could attend to customers at the
shop entrance,” the lady said.

The shop owner, Mary, said she never
knew that the lady had picked her hand-
bag and used the veil to cover it as she
kept on demanding for items of little
amount in order to confuse her.

“After buying sweets of N20, the lady
dipped her hand into the covered bag,
removed money, paid and immediately
headed for the waiting bike at the same
time that | became conscious that my
bag had been stolen,” she said.

The shop owner said she dived on the
lady just as the bike was about to move
and dragged her off, before raising an
alarm that attracted people.

She said the stolen bag and another
suspected stolen bag fell from the ladies
body.

According to her, the bike man
started begging from a distance, while
the woman instantly started to speak in
vernacular and saying that because she
does not understand English language,
the she is being maltreated.

Mary said people around then
appealed to her to free the lady, which
she did.

At Area ‘C’ Nyanya Market, awoman,
dressed in similar manner was recently
beaten by a stall owner, when she stole
the trader’s purse and hid it inside the
veil and attempted to climb the bike that
brought her to the market.

Reacting, Assistant Public Relations
Officer of the Abuja Muslim Forum,
Ustaz Yunus Salahudeen , said those
behind such theft might not be Muslims
as every Muslim lady knows that the
Qu’ran frowns seriously at stealing.

Atthe Nyanya Police Station, a police-
man said such an incident has not been
reported to the station.
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One burnt 10 death
INn auto crash

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

ONE person was consumed
by fire which broke out after
a car crash, while three others
sustained various degrees of
burns Monday night at Kwaita
village, along the Abuja-Lokoja
highway.

An eyewitness said the acci-
dent occurred when a speeding
Peugeot J5 bus with registration
number XL 795 LSRlost control
and crashed into a tree, before
catching fire and burning one
person instantly to death.

Yangoji Unit Commander
of the Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC), Abdul-
lahi Umar, while confirming
the accident, attributed it to
speed violation, adding that
the corpse has been depos-
ited at the University of Abuja
Teaching Hospital’s morgue;
while the injured are receiv-
ing treatment at Kwali General
Hospital.

He further disclosed that 25
persons were seriously injured
on the same day in another acci-
dent that occurred at Kwaita

village when a J5 Peugeot bus
with registration number XB
569KMC crashed into a Toy-
ota Hiace bus with registration
number XA 707 SNN.

The unit commander said
the 25 injured passengers,
which included two female
adults were conveyed to Kwali
General Hospital for treatment.

Similarly, an unidenti-
fied man was on Sunday
night crushed by a DAF truck
opposite the gate of Govern-
ment Girls Secondary School
(GGSS), Abaji.

Our reporter learnt that the
middle- aged man was riding
on a motorcycle without head
light when the truck with reg-
istration number YC 678 KIA
that was coming from Toto end
at top speed collided with the
motorcycle, killing the rider
instantly.

FRSC Abaji unit Com-
mander, Mr. Joseph Ojerinde,
who confirmed the accident,
said the battered body of the
victim which was later identi-
fied has been handed over to
relations for burial.

el aises Fsarsciryopamats ra ity

By Hussein Yahaya

AS the lingering fuel crisis in the
country continues unabated, resi-
dents of the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory (FCT) have condemned
the manner in which the govern-
ment and other stakeholders are
handling the problem.

In a survey conducted by City
News yesterday, many respond-
ents condemned governments
insensitivity to the plight of
motorists, saying that govern-
ment at all levels and other stake-

holders in the industry have prac-
tically failed the nation.

A Cleric, Pastor Josuha Ade-
bayo, wondered why it has been
so difficult for the government to
control the situation that started
late November, 2009, adding that
policy makers should always con-
sider the Citizens’ plights while
making decisions on sensitive
issues like that of the petroleum
industry.

“We should all know that poli-
cies made on either production
or distribution of petroleum

products are crucial to the econ-
omy, ooth at the micro and macro
levels because such policy will
affect even the poor man in the
street,” he said.

Hamza lIbrahim, a civil serv-
ant, observed that the fuel crisis
has not only adversely affected
the cost of transport within the
territory, but also the cost ofvari-
ous food stuffs and other essential
commodities sold in the markets.

“Imagine the same govern-
mentthat is not keen on address-
ing the problems in the oil sector

because ofits proposed deregula-
tion policy is also not interested
in increasing its workers’ monthly
take home wages despite the prob-
lems caused by the crises in the
sector,” he noted.

Mrs. Ngozi, a market woman,
said she has long lost confidence
in the people piloting the affairs
of the country, adding that many
ofthem do not have the interest of
the common man in mind.

“What do you want me to say
about a government that can-
not provide jobs for its teeming

graduates and cannot even oper-
ate on the principle of fairness?
Despite the abundant deposit,of
petroleum in Nigeria, it is amaz-
ing that our leaders cannot effec-
tively manage these resources for
the benefit of the citizenry,” she
reasoned.

Our reporter who went round
the Abuja metropolis yesterday,
reports that there were queues at
all filing stations that had petrol,
while commercial transporters
increased fares by more than 50

percent.
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Indomie workers
protest non-payment
of entitlements

By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

WORKERS of Indomie noodles
in Abuja yesterday protested at
their office premises in the cen-
tral business district of the city,
over alleged non payment oftheir
entitlements.

Our reporters learnt that
indomies management refused to
pay the workers their entidements
after terminating the appoint-
ment ofthe company’s contractor
called ‘Expertise’ and transferring
the workers to another contractor
to handle their affairs.

One of the protesting workers,
Chidi Nnaji, said they decided to
down tools due to managements

refusal to pay their entitiement
safter working for the company
for several years, adding that
some have worked for a period of
between one and three years.

“When they employed us, they
told us that a certain contrac-
tor called Expertise will handle
our affairs but we were surprised
when the management called us
for a meeting yesterday to tell us
that they have terminated exper-
tises contract and are transfer-
ring us to another person called
Yamoke,” he stressed.

He said when the workers
as«'d of their entitlements for
the period they worked with the
expertise, the management asked

them to leave the company, say-
ing they are not entitled to any
benefit and that they will emplqy
more workers.

Nnaji stated further that work-
ers of the company have reported
the matter to the Nigerian Labour
Congress (NLC) for intervention,
saying all that they are asking for
is that Indomie should pay them
their entitlement before they will
take a decision on whether to
work with the new body or not.

The workers also alleged that
they do not observe public holi-
days and that any of the drivers
who is involved in an accident
with the company’s vehicle, suf-
fer deduction in his salaries every

INDOMIE workers protesting in front of their office in Abuja yesterday.

month in order to get money to
repair the car.

NLC representative, Com-
rade Nuhu Toro , while address-
ing the workers on the agreement
reached by labour and the com-
pany’s management after a meet-
ing, disclosed that the manage-
ment has agreed to pay N5,000 as
entitlement to workers who have
worked for a period ofthree years
while those above three years are
entitled to one month salary.

He said the issue was a minor
misunderstanding and that it has
been resolved.

The management of Indomie
declined comments when our
reporters sought their reaction.
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By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem

A. Fatai
THE police yesterday
arraigned a 24-year-old

evangelist and two others
before an Abuja magistrate
court for alleged conspiracy,
criminal force, assault and
causing hurt.

The accused persons,
Emmanuel N.D., an evange-
list residing at Lugbe Zone 9,
Abuja, Joy K.C.E, 31, a styl-
ist residing at Lugbe Zone
7 and Peace Effiong, 22, a
hairdresser residing at Zone
7, Lugbe, were reported to
have committed the offences
onJanuary 18,2010.

Police prosecutor, Elijah
Jeremiah, told the court that
on January 18, one Olayinka
Adebayo of Giri village,
Abuja, reported to the police
that he boarded the same bus
from Julius Berger junction
to Lugbe with the accused
persons.

“While on the way, the
accused persons started
exchanging abusive words
with the complainant and
in the process, they started
beating her to the point that
she lost her jewelleries val-
ued at N25,000,” the pros-
ecutor added.

He went further to state
that the complaigant sus-
tained a neck injury, add-
ing that the accused persons
committed offences punish-
able under Sections 97, 265
and 246 of the Penal Code
Law.

When the charges were
read to the accused persons,
they pleaded not guilty and
applied for bail, which was
not objected by the pros-

ecutor.
In his ruling, Magistrate
Bashar Attahiru Alkali

granted each of the accused
persons bail in the sums
of N50.000 each with reli-
able sureties in like sums,
who must reside within
the courts jurisdiction and
swear to affidavits to pro-
duce the accused persons
in court on the adjourned
date.

The case was adjourned to
February 9 for hearing.

Muslim women urged to always seek knowledge

By Romoke W. Ahmad

MUSLIM women have been
urged to always search for
knowledge because oftheir piv-
otal role in community relations
and what God has ordained
them to do.

The call was made at the
weekend in a lecture tided

‘Community Relations and
Muslim Women,’ organised by
the Movement for Islamic Cul-
ture and Awareness (MICA) for
women at the Abuja National
Mosque.

Guest speaker at the occasion,
Mrs. Jummai Umar Ajijola, citi-
zenship programme manager
of Microsoft Anglophone West
Africa, said Muslim women

should stand up to their respon-
sibilities through continuous
learning in order to meet up
with the challenges ahead.
According to her, “women are
the bedrock of the society and
since so much hope now falls on
them, they must continue to seek
knowledge in other to impact on
their community positively.”
While condemning the popu-

lar dictum that a woman'’s edu-
cation ends in the kitchen, child
bearing and upbringing, Mrs
Ajijola urged Muslim women to
go beyond these stages.

She then urged every Mus-
lim woman to regard herselfas
the number one nation builder
because of their impact on chil-
dren and the entire community.

Earlier, the Amirah of MICA,

Sister Fawzah Alimi-Aladejana,
in her welcome address, said the
lecture aims at educating Mus-
lim women on what is expected
ofthem in the society.

Other Muslim Women Asso-
ciation like Women in Dawabh,
Criterion, and the Abuja Mus-
lim Forum were also in attend-
ance to solicit for more members
among the women participants.
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Inside Politics
'Anambra pollswill be peacefulonly if../

The National President of MON ACCO, asocial group, Architect Okechukwu Chukwuemeka Okechukwu, has said that notwithstanding the
over 20 people contesting the governorship.election in Anambra State, the ejection will be peaceful ifINEC officials and security agencies
maintain some level of transparency. Excerpts:

ByShehu Abubakar

ONACCO is in the
liews recently as one
of the groups mobi-

lizing its members to monitor
Saturday s election in Anambra
state. Which ofthe candidates is
MONACCO supporting?
MONACCO is not a political
group. It is only a social group
that promotes peace, unity and
the rule of law among the peo-
ple. Yes, we are mobilizing our
merftbers to monitor the gov-
ernorship election in Anambra
State as we did during the recent
bye election in Etsako Central
local government of Edo State
that took place on January 24,
2010. That election in Etsako
was one of the freest and fairest
elections conducted by INEC in
recent times. That rerun election
is a clear testimony that we can
conduct a free and transparent
election in this country if there
is the commitment to do so. All
parties in that election declared
itas perfect. Itwas also devoid of
any form of violence. You heard
the governor of the state saying
with a courageous Police Force
and a determined INEC, we can
rid the country of the shame we

Anambra: Soludo

By Muideen Olaniyi

PEOPLES Democratic Party
(PDP) governorship candidate in
Saturday’s election in Anambra
State, Prof. Chukwuma Soludo,
has raised alarm over alleged plot
by some of the political parties
contesting Saturday’s governor-
ship election to release unsub-
stantiated allegations to smear
his reputation.

Soludo, in a statement through
his Media Assistant Bonaventure
Melah, said that huge sums of
money had been budgeted and
deployed for the ‘dirty job’, say-

ing however that such strategies'

would not prevent him from win-
ning the election.

“We have uncovered plots by
some ofthe parties’ candidates in
the Saturday’s election to use the
media against Soiudo. On Sunday

have harboured in the past years.
So MONACCO is only advocat-
ing for a peaceful, free and trans-
parent election where the votes
of the people shall be allowed
to determine the winner. We
are confident that the Anambra
polls shall be very peaceful ifonly
INEC and all the security agen-
cies involved shall be truthful
and fair in their dealings.

f you notice abnormalities
in the election, what are you
going to do?

If it is the type that requires
police intervention, we immedi-
ately invite the police. But if it is
the type that requires voters’ edu-
cation, we will take note of it and
educate the voters against next
timejust as we are doing now. We
have since noted that most vot-
ers in this country require more
knowledge oftheir rights as voters
and as a people. Political violence
are either perpetrated by people
from the affected communities
or with the active connivance of
people from the community. It
is actually difficult for anybody
to go to a community he is not
known and succeed in causing
trouble. So, we are also educat-
ing communities to learn how to

eschew their political differences
rather than allow such to degener-
ate into crisis.

When each community sees
itself as people from one fam-
ily background, the rate of crisis
will drastically reduce. We are
therefore paying much emphasis
to educating the people basically
on how to vote their candidate
of choice and shun money bags.
That is why MONACCO is advo-
cating a democracy that provides
government through elected rep-
resentatives.

nambra has high rate of
Apolitical violence. How
do you thing the situa-

tion can be addressed?

The principles of democracy
must be applied to enthrone good
leadership in order to sustain the
dividends ofgood governance. In
the prevailing situation, an elected
leader can be better focused to
determine and dispose off any
inherited errors. Thisisour advo-
cacy for Anambra and the rest of
Nigeria; that the electorate be
allowed to discharge exercise their
civic right to guarantee continuity
of the landmark strides achieved
and also to make up some adequa-
cies. When there is free and fair

raises alarm over calumny campaign

for example while Soludo and his
wife Nonye were in the church
seeking God’s face and favour
over the election, a particular
candidate was in Abuja making
desperate arrangements for dirty
media attack on Soludo and he is
not alone.

“We have evidence of similar
arrangements to use some sec-
tions ofthe media against the PDP
candidate and from our findings,
they have planned to begin the
publication of those lies this elec-
tion week hoping that there would
be no time for Soludo to reply to
them before Saturday,” the state-
ment read in part.

Melah said Soludo has been
the subject of envy by some ofthe
governorship candidates because
of his intimidating profile in
terms of academic records, serv-
ice record, transparencyand huge

international contacts.

He said with the results of the
all opinion polls and the support
of all well meaning people in the
state, Soludo would emerge victo-
rious in the coming election.

“Every evil plotagainst Soludo
will fail because God is with him.
No decent Nigerian, in fact no
Nigerian would give any publi-
cation against the reputation of
Soludo by this time any attention.
Soludo’s life from childhood has
been and is still worthy of emu-
lation. He has served Nigeria and
humanity in the most transparent*
manner and without a stain on his
name.

“They can go ahead with all
their evil plots and strategies, but
they all will not work, not this
time. Anambra people have made
up their minds who to vote for on
Saturday,” he said.

Nasiha dismisses removal as Kebbi

By Shehu Abubakar

ALHAJI Suleiman Nasiha yes-
terday insisted that he remains
the original state chairman ofthe
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
in Kebbi State.

Nasiha told Aviation Corre-
spondents at the Nnamdi Azikwe

International Airport Abuja that
the purported dissolution of the
Kebbi State executive of the PDP
was null and void.

The Nasiha-led executive was
allegedly dissolved by Governor
Saidu Nasamu Dakingari and a
new one under the leadership of
Alhaji Haruna Jada Jega put in

place. Nasiha is seen as an ally of
ex-Governor of Kebbi State and
FCT minister Adamu Aliero.
According to Nasiha, the
National Chairman of the PDP
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor had ina
letter addressed to the party exec-
utives of the state under Jega that
due process was not followed in the
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ARCH Okechukwu Chukwuemeka Okechukwu

election, economic growth is also
assured. Itis a fact that the average
Nigerian believes in the ballot and
we in MONACCO also believe it

is the ballot that will certify good
leadership and provide dividends
of democracy. This,*we canvass
seriously.

Nupe leaders visit N/Assembly for Edu state

By Turaki Hassan

THE Etsu Nupe Alhaji Yahaya
Abubakar, frontline politician
and member of the Board of
Trustees of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) Professor Jerry
Gana are expected to lead a del-
egation to the National Assembly
to formally present their memo-
randum demanding for the crea-
tion of Edu state from the present
Niger and Kwara states.

A letter addressed to the
chairman of the central work-
ing committee of the Edu State
Movement, Professor Gana
by the Director of Protocol to
the Senate President, Arthur
Ndiwe said that the group will
be received by Senate President
David Mark at 1pm today.

The proposed Edu State is
expected to draw its territorial

removal from office ofthe Nasiha-
led executive.

He also said executive mem-
bers of the party from the 21 local
governments of the state told a
news conference that they were
opposed to the decision of the
National secretariat and insist that
theypledged their allegiance to the

boundaries from Bida, Lapai,
Agaie, Lavun, Gbako, Katcha,
Edati, Borgu Agwara local gov-
ernment areas of Niger State
as well as Pategi and Edu local
government areas of Kwara
State.

Professor Gana said in a state-
ment yesterday that the creation
of Edu state is long overdue taking
into consideration the population
and land mass ofthe area.

“Niger has the largest land area
in the entire country, 76,000sq
km. In fact, Niger State is almost
equal in size to the entire South-
West geo-political zone and even
larger in land area than the entire
South-East geo-political zone
put together. The proposed state
would have a land area equivalent
to states such as Sokoto, Gombe,
Kebbi, Katsina, Jigawa and Kano,”
he said.

PDP chairman

Nasiha-led executive.

The party’s spokesperson inthe
state, Alhaji Muhammad Riskuna
Dakingari, had earlier said that the
Jega-led executive was duly elected
with the blessing of the state gov-
ernor and the executive members
of the party from all the 21 local
governments ofthe state.
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Anam

From Johnkennedy Uzoma, Awka

IN two days to gome, the people
of Anambra State will be going
to the polls to elect their gover-
nor. The election has attracted
local and international attention
in view of the calibre of contest-
ants as well as the controversies
that trailed the election’s process
since last year. So far, there are 25
candidates vying for the plum job
on the platform of various politi-
cal parties. As expected, in the last
few days, the more serious candi-
dates among the contestants have
been demonstrating their political
skills, making desperate efforts to
win over the voters.

As they round up their cam-
paigns in the last few days, the
atmosphere all across the state is
charged with rallies, songs and
slogans seeking to portray the vari-
ous candidates in the best of light
before the voters. Conversely, in
view of the volatile nature of the
state, security has been beefed-up
in readiness for any break down of
law and order.

All candidates participating
in the polls are expected to round
up their campaign tomorrow and
many ofthe forerunners appear to
have full assurances ofwinning the
day. However, until Saturday, none
ofthe candidates, noteven observ-
ers can say for sure who will carry
the day.

Daily Trust has been on the
ground monitoring the campaign
and assessing the chances of the
candidates, taking into cogni-
sance feelers from the electorate.
For now, many analysts have nar-
rowed down the contest to five
serious contenders. They include
incumbent governor, Peter Obi
of the All Progressive Grand Alli-
ance (APGA) who is seeking for
a second term, Prof. Chukwuma
Soludo ofthe Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), Dr. Chris Ngige ofthe
Action Congress (AC), Andy Uba
ofthe Labour Party (LP) and Uche
Ekwuenife ofthe Progressive Peo-
ples Alliance (PPA).

However, another candidate
is being described as a serious
joker though some political pun-
dits described him as fringe. Chief
Nicholas Ukachukwu had ditched
the PDP after he failed to secure
the Party's gubernatorial ticket
despite his popularity and finan-
cial influence. He is contesting on
the platform of the Hope Demo-
cratic Party (HDP)

Many of the contenders out-
side the above six are said in some
quarters to be working for political
patronage. Itis believed that some
of them may ask their supporters
to vote any of the powerful candi-
dates at the last moment.

Barely few days to the election,
political commentators are of the
view that each of the perceived

PETER Obi

front-runners carries with him
certain baggage which may pose
an albatross on their efforts to
occupy the plum office.

Peter Obi
e is the incumbent gov-
H ernor and is believed to
have the advantage of
incumbency. His perceived pru-
dence and fiscal discipline which
is assumed to have translated into
massive multi-sectoral develop-
ment ofthe state since hisassump-
tion of office has pitched him
against so many political leaders
and godfathers ofthe state. There-
fore he is certainly not unmindful
of the fact that he is unpopular
among many godfathers.

According to political pundits
Obi’s troubled All Progressives
Grand Alliance (APGA) is a seri-
ous minus to him. The divisions
and acrimony that bedevil the par-
ty’s national leadership between is
not an issue to be wished away.
Chekwas Okorie is still in court
battling to rescue his leadership of
the party he rallied round to form.
The Court of Appeal recently
upheld his expulsion from the
party.

However, shortly before the
deadline for substitution of can-
didates at the electoral commis-
sion (INEC), some executive
members ofthe party still loyal to
Okorie had applied to the com-
mission seeking the substitution
of Obi. It is believed that even if
he wins Saturday’s election, many
pre-election cases may trail his
second term.

Also, opponents of Obi within
APGA have vowed to abort his
re-election bid arguing that four
more yearsof Governor Obi’s gov-
ernmentwould inexplicably dove-
tail into four more years of lack of
patronage to them.

However, there seems to be a

bra: Obi, Ngige,
Uba, Ekwunife Infina

general feeling is that in the event
that the Anambra election turns
out to be free and fair, and if good
governance is the antidote inelect-
ingagovernor, the incumbent gov-
ernor will have no problem in his
second tenure ambition.

Dr. Chris Ngige

gige is one of the most
popular and highly
respected politicians in

Anambra State. A “devout” Cath-
olic, Ngige is a master political
strategist with money bag friends
across the globe.

He was sworn inas governor of
Anambra State on May 29th, 2003,
a position he held till 2006 when
the court invalidated his mandate.
During his two and a half years
tenure, Ngige was reckoned with
the construction of many roads
across the state and other devel-
opment projects.

However, the state remained in
perpetually political instabilityand
tension. Junglejustice was in thing
then and these are believed to be
his greatest albatross as Anam-
branians maybe skeptical ofa pos-
sible repeat of those days.

Also, knowing the way he came
to power in 2003, Ngige is per-
ceived as a desperate politician,
one who can go the extra-mile to
acquire power even if it is at the
expense of decency and morality.

Moreso, his then signing of
several pre-dated resignation let-
ters, the patronage of Infamous
Okija Shrine, according to pun-
dits, translated to desecrating the
exalted office ofgovernor and thus
aminusto his renewed bid to stage
a comeback

There is also the issue of the
platform on which he is running.
The Action Congress (AC) is per-
ceived as a South-West-dominated
party. More so the AC is patently

UCHE Ekwunife

weak in the South East and espe-
cially Anambra state as itis known
to lack structure and grass root
support.

Prof. Charles ChukwumaSoludo

oludo in all standard is an
Sintellectual icon with posi-

tive historical administrative
antecedents. His campaign struc-
ture - Soludo Solution-justifies his
track records ofachievement as the
immediate past Governor of Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria. However, he
is described locally as the candi-
date of the courts not that of the
majority of the members of PDP
in Anambra State. His emergence
as PDP candidate was shrouded
with controversy but the man is
intellectually sound with age in
his favour.

Political pundits in the state
insisted that his draw backs as
regards his governorship ambi-
tion are multifaceted. Apart from
beingagreen horn in politics, heis
too decent for the turbulence asso-
ciated with Anambra Politics.

ChiefAndy Uba

r. Andy Uba is a dogged
Dbut controversial politi-
cian who ruled the state
for 17 days (i.e. May 29th, 2007
- June 14th, 2007) before the
Supreme Court upturned his
mandate on June 14th 2007 on the
ground that there was no vacancy
when he was purportedly elected
on the April 14,2007.

He is an acclaimed maverick
politician known for his stupen-
dous wealth and political sagacity.
He is also philanthropy personi-
fied.

The perceived minus of the
Labour Party candidate has to do
with his family’s name and image.
For some time now, the Uba family
have been associated with notori-
ety considering the antecedent
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| battle
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of he and his immediate younger
brother - Chris Uba.

More so Labour Party is rela-
tively unknown in Anambra State
without visible structure and fel-
lowership® He is also known to
have fallen out with so many ofhis
political supporters including his
brother.

Uche Ekwunife
kwunife who is the more
Epowerful of the two women
inthe raceisaserving mem-
ber ofthe Federal House of Repre-
sentatives, She dumped the trou-
bled PDP and joined Chief Orji
Uzor Kalu’s Peoples Progressive
Alliance (PPA) to actualise her
ambition.

At the controversial PPA Pri-
maries, Ekwunife, against all
odds, wrestled the party ticket
from other most favoured male
opponents including money bag
Mr. Emeka Etiaba, son of the
incumbent Deputy Governor of
the State, Dame Virgy Etiaba. She
issaid to be largely counting on the
votes of women who believe that
one oftheirs will better serve their
interest. But some observers also
say that her gender is one of her
weakness in the election because
the political godfathers will hardly
sit and watch her emerge as gov-
ernor. Itis also doubtful if she has
the kind of money the other can-
didates have to pull through. In
any case, many say this is politics
where anything can happen.’

By and large, the role of INEC
and security agents in this elec-
tion is fundamental in ensuring
that the ethics of the electoral
processes are strictly adhered to
in other to have the choice of the
people emerge as governor after
the election. This is why observ-
ers say that the Anambra election
is a litmus test to justify for what
to expect in the 2011 general polls.
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ARCHITECTS REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
(ARCON)
Invites all . -

Architects in various vocations, other professionals in the building
industry, research institutions, educators, agencies responsible for housing
and developmental control, others and the general public

to the

. Architects Colloquium
The Annual Architecture Forum

to interact professionally, discuss and dialogue on architectural and built
environment and related issues.

CALL FORPAPERS
Papers are called from Architects in various vocations on the following:

MAIN THEME:
ARCHITECTURE AND THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
AGENDAIII

SUB-THEMES:

a. The evolution of building materials policy for Nigeria

b. The national building maintenance policy for Nigeria-the
Architects’ Perspective

C. Architectural Education for Development

VENUE: Shehu Musa Yar'Adua Centre, Abuja.

TIME: 8:30am 6:00pm Daily

EVENTS: 2Daysof Seminarsand Exhibition

DATE: 19th to 21st April, 2010

The abstract should be received by the Secretariat on or before the 15th of
February, 2010 while the papers for those approved should be received on
or before the 25th March, 2010. Papers could be submitted by e:mail: to:
areonigeria@yahoo.com.

Participation fees: Individuals -=N=20,000.00, Architectural Institutions -
=N=250,000.00.

A; Promotion: Major Sponsor 1, Co-sponsor 4

B:Exhibitors: Limited spaces are available @ =N =35,000.00 per module of
2m square.

For Further Details Contact:

ARCON SECRETARIAT:

House 1A & 1B Dolphin Scheme I,
Behind Federal Secretariat Phase 11, Ikoyi
P. O. Box 52895, Falomo, Lagos.

Tel: 01-8140499,01-8198515,08023160006

Arc. Haiima S. Talib, fnia

Federal Ministry of Works, Housing
& Urban Development

Mabushi, Abuja

Tel: 08033206408

ABUJA OFFICE:

2 Kukawa Close,

Off Gimbiya Street,
Area 1, Garki, Abuja.
Tel: 09-8706525,
09-6734459

Arc. M j. Faworaja, ppnia, fhia
Director of Collcxjuium

17A, Commercial Avenue,
Sabo Yaba, Lagos.

Tel: 08023022444

(Sgd)
Arc. Sale M. Yunusa, fhia
Registrar, ARCON
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Eagles foreign

coach to be

named soon

-Ogunjobi
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Okocha calls for achange
IN NFF

From Abiodun Jimoh, Lagos

FORMER Super Eagles captain,
Austin Okocha, has called for a
change in the administration of
football in the country.

Speaking after the meeting
of Nigeria Football Stakehold-
ers Forum in Lagos yesterday,
Okocha, who is a member of the
Presidential Task Force (PTF) for
the 2010 World Cup, said that the
recent experience has shown that
those that had played the game
at the highest level for clubs and
country must desist from sitting
on the sidelines and allowing the
administration of the sport to
career civil servants and politi-
cians.

The ex-Bolton Wanderer FC
of England utility midfielder
noted that he and other ex-players
decided to voice out with millions
of Nigerians in and outside the
country to affirm and spread the
message “Enough is enough” of
the maladministration and rot in
Nigeria football and that without
any gainsaying: “The Time For
Change Is Now™.

He remarked that the last two
weeks have been the most trau-
matic ofhis entire life in the round
leather game because of Super
Eagles shambolic performance at
the just concluded Angola 2010
African Nations Cup.

Speaking further, Okocha
noted that whenever he traveled
to other parts ofthe world he mar-
veled at the incredible abundance
oftalents abound in Nigeria.

He declared, “It is high time to
begin to treat the football with seri-

ousness and decency it deserved
as a veritable socio-economic
weapon.

“AU over the world, football
is the easiest way for poor man
to aspire to a decent life. And the
story ofmost ofus ofcourse myself
inclusive should inspire our lead-
erstobegin toseriously exploit this
opportunity. What will help stem
the negative tide is a holistic look
at all the components especially
the human resources that is most
important of all.” He stressed that
The Presidency must evolve ways
of making the invaluable knowl-
edge, exposure and experience
gathered by dozens of the nation’s
successful professional footballers
count in national football manage-
ment. “Ex-international players
must be encouraged to take up the
reins of leadership in our football
and inject the knowledge of how
the game is being administered in
Europe and advanced countries
into our game as in vital sectors of
the nation life like oil,” he added.

He appealed to Nigerians to
look beyond the Angola trauma
and work hard towards ensuring
a good outing at the South 2010
Africa World Cup holding in June.

“From coaches to administra-
tors, fans and corporate organi-
sations, we are guilty of bringing
our football into present state. It
is therefore time to come together
with aview oftaking it to the high-
est expected of giant in the game.
It is only after we have done this
that we can finish it with the flurry
of publicity and promotions that
come during competitions,” he
concluded.

OKOCHA wants former internationals to take a more active role in the administration of foot-

ball in Nigeria.

Gombe to Kanu: Retire before Nigerians stone you

By David Ngobua

FORMER Chairman of
Gombe State Football Asso-
ciation, Alhaji Ahmed Shaibu
Gara-Gombe has called on the
team’s captain, Kanu Nwankwo
?0 bow out honourably because
the ovation for him is fast dying
down.

Speaking to Trustsports on
Eagles’ performance in Angola
and the need to overhaul the
team, the football administrator
said even a blind man can feel
the need forthe team to be over-

hauled if disaster at the forth com-
ing World Cup is to be avoided.

He said that beginning from
the team’s captain Kanu, the old-
ies in the team should not wait
for anyone to tell them to quit the
stage now that Nigerians are still
waiting on them to take the path
of honour.

Gombe said players like Seyi
Olofinjana, Yakubu Aiyegbeni,
John Utaka and Kanu Nwankwo
should pave way for the younger
players to take over from them
adding that they had passed their
prime and since the law of dimin-

ishing return has caught up with
them, there is nothing they can do
about it.

He maintained that a player
like Kanu has contributed so
much to Nigerian football but if
he insists on staying on longer
than is necessary, one day he will
get the biggest humiliation of his
life because Nigerians would not
mind stoning him with sachets of
pure water.

“I want to advise Kanu
Nwankwo who has paid his dues
as far as Nigerian football is con-
cerned to honourably retire from

international football. If Jay-Jay
Okocha who does not have any
history of serious injuries could
quit the stage when the ovation for
him was loudest, | wonder what
is keeping his compatriot Kanu
from doing the same.

“Ifhe refuses to retire, one day
hewill be disgraced because Nige-
rians will stone him with sachet
water. And considering his enor-
mous contributions to Nigerian
football, that will not be funny
at all. He has done so much for
this country but he can not play
forever. If he does not retire, he

is looking for serious trouble,”
Gombe said.

Gombe suggested that the
captain should lead by example
by asking his contemporaries
inthe team to leave at the same
time with him so that they
also will escape the impending
wrath from Nigerians.

He said players like Kanu
Nwankwo and Seyi Olofinjana
should be invited and used dur-
ing exhibition matches only as
he insisted that they can no
longer withstand the rigours of |
competitive football.
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Megistrates  Nigeria improves on
Indispasition  FIFA ranking

stalls NFFs
theft cage

HEARING could not resume on
Tuesday in Abuja in the case of
the missing 236,000 dollars (about
N34.5 million) at the Nigeria Foot-
ball Federation’s (NFF) Secretariat.

The hearing was stalled due to
the indisaposition of Chief Mag-
istrate David Ochimana who had
been handling the case.

Five men have been stand-
ing trial in the case, following the
arraignment of 12 suspects since
May 5,2009 at the Wuse Zone Two
Magistrates Court after the theft
was discovered.

Ochimana had in December
2009 at the last hearing fixed Feb-
ruary 2 to February 4,2010 for the
resumed hearing.

However, when the case came
up for hearing on Tuesday, Ochi-
mana craved the indulgence of the
court to rise for about 10 minutes.

He said he was on drugs as
recommended by a doctor and as
such would need a short break to
put himselftogether.

“l want to seek the permission
ofthe court to rise for 10 minutes.
I will be back after the time to con-
tinue with the defence,” Ochimana
said. He, however, asked the coun-
sel ifthey were ready to go on with
the case.

Mr Joel Ogbaise, Counsel to the
second accused, Lukman Ajiboye,
however, said he was ready togo on
as he had brought two of his wit-
nesses to the court.

Before the magistrate could
return to the court, Ogbaise and the
other counsel however, resolved
with Ochimana in his chamber
for the dase to be adjourned till
Wednesday, considering his ill-
health.

The money was declared miss-
ing from the NFF’s Secretariat on
March 19, 2009 and the case has
since then suffered many postpone-
ments.

After preliminary investiga-
tions, police had arrested 12 sus-
pects and arraigned them on May
5, with seven ofthem discharged on
Sept. 23,2009.

Ochimana had ruled then that
the prosecution had failed to make
a prima facie case against them.

The remaining accused, John
Adelowo, Lukeman Ajiboye, Abutu
Ogaji, Isaac Babaand Yakubu Bawa
are however, facing trial before the
court.

LAGOS:
13. Opcbt Rood, Xteja, logos.
Tel; 01-2551033, 07028062361

NIGERIA yesterday made a
huge leap on the monthly FIFA
ranking, jumping seven steps to
occupy the 15th position from
the previous 22.

It is one of Nigerias most
improved standings on the world
stage in recent years since the
country’s best in 1994, following

an impressive showing at the FIFA
World Cup fiesta in US 1994.
Nigeria achieved the highest
position’ by an African nation
when it ranked 5th in April 1994.
It also made the top 10 in 2006.
The latest ranking achieved by
the country was as a result of its
bronze medal victory at the 2010
African Cup ofNations in Angola

last month; while runner-up
Ghana climbed seven to 27.

Egypt, which occupied the
same position in January 2009,
becomes Africa’s highest ranked
country, lifting it 14 places
and knocking Croatia down to
number 11 to become the tenth
country in the world.

Cameroon fell nine places
to number 20, and Ivory Coast
dropped six to 22 after both lost
at the quarter final stage.

Globally, Spain kept the top
spot in FIFA’'s world rankings
released Wednesday, and Africa
Cup of Nations winner Egypt
surged into the top 10.

The United States was
unchanged at 14, leading the
CONCACAF nations. Mexico
followed at 17.

European champion Spain is
followed by Brazil and Nether-
lands. World champion Italy is
fourth and Portugal is fifth.

The top nine was unchanged
after only 8 Argentina played in
the past month, beating Costa
Rica 3-2 in a friendly match.

Australia is the top Asian
nation at 23, a fall of two places,
and 40 Japan rose three.

New Zealand, the World Cup
qualifier from Oceania, climbed
three spots to 79.
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SHAIBU Amodu, Super Eagles'embattled coach

Eagles foreign coach to be
named soon - OgunjoDbl

A foreign coach for the Super
Eagles ahead of the World Cup
will be named very soon, Chair-
man, Technical Committee of
the Nigerian Football Federation
(NFF), Taiwo Ogunjobi has said.

“Time is not on our side, we
are going to do it as soon as pos-
sible because the World Cup is
around the corner, Ogunjobi
said in Johannesburg on Tuesday
night.

“We will fortify the technical
crew and its going to be a foreign
coach,” the NFF big wig said, add-
ing that the position had already
been discussed with Coach
Shuaib Amodu and his assistants.

“We met Amodu and his
assistants we discussed this and
they all agreed with us so we are

AIM Pku». Ptet 734 tote Street,
Off Aminu Jfaae Present (Behind T<mte{foers),
Wtoe H, Abuje. Ten 09-2909318, 08064298984

going to beef up the technical
crew,” he said.

Ogunjobi however said that his
committee had not approached
the Egyptian Coach, Hassan
Sehato as is being speculated, but
gave an assurance that the new
coach would be named shortly.

Maybe he is interested, we
have not approached him from
our own end, | read itjust the way
you read it too.

“For the world cup, we will
make sure we prepare well
Ogunijobi said, noting that. Nige-
rians and the whole world were
expecting a better performance
from the Super Eagles.

“l want to assure everybody
that we are coming to South
Africa with a better team that will

do the country proud and make
everybody happy at the end ofthe
tournament,” he stressed.

1 NFF President, Sani Lulu
Abdullahi, said that he had given
the technical committee the man-
date to give the way forward for
the Nigerian soccer team.

“I have a technical committee
and have given them the man-
date to advise us on what to do as
quickly as possible and they are
doing it.

“lam sure in the next few days,
we will certainly start hearing
their result,” he said, adding that
a foreign coach might be part of
the overhaul once the technical
committee believed in it.

*He restated that a total over-
haul was the only way to move the

team forward and make Nigeria
proud at the World Cup.

Our ambition is to go all out
to represent this great country in
the world cup with a very strong
team that will give us the desired
result that Nigerians will be happy
about,” he said.

Abdullahi, Ogunjobi and
some other members of the NFF
were on a stop-over in Johannes-
burg to see recuperating Yusuf
Mohammed who was operated
upon in a clinic in Johannesburg
after an injury in the Orange
Africa Cup of Nations in Angola.

They were also hosted to a
dinner by Nigeria’s Consular-
General, Mr Okey Emuchay at his
Johannesburg residence before
they departed for Nigeria.

...NFF shortlists four coaches

NIGERIA Football Federation (NFF)
has shortlisted four coaches who have
ledateam to the Worid Cup to replace
ShuaibuAmoduasthecountrys coach
to the football finals in South Africain
June

The successful ofthese shortlisted
coacheswill signa short-termcontract
that will cover only the Worid Cup
afterwhich Nigeriawill shop for a less
famous foreign coach, and of course
cheaper expatriate, who will bag a

long-termdeal thatwillensureaproper
developmentofthegame rightfromthe
grassroots.

Itisplanned thata special commit-
teefromwithinthe boairiwill be given
the task ofhiringa Worid Cup’ coach
beforetheendofthismonth

“Weneedacoachwhoisveryexpe-
rienced and who has been invdved at
theWorid Cup” atop NFF official said

The NFF had earlier listed as
many as eight top foreign coaches to

lead the Eagles to the Worid Cup in
South Africa before this number.was
prunedto four.

In the last few weds, several for-
eigners have been linked with the
Nigeria job including Mart Nooij of
Mozambique, Zambia coach Herve
Renaid and record-making coach of
Egypt, Hassan Shehata.

Butitnowappears the NFF willbe
readyto partwidialittlefortunetogeta
higherprofiletactician



DAILY TRUST Thursday, February 4,2010

Henin given wild card
into Indian Wells

AUSTRALIAN Open runner-

up Justine Henin has been

given a wild-card entry into

the BNP Paribas Open next
month. The former No. | and
seven-time major champion

won the tournament in 2004.

It will be her first appearance

in Indian Wells since 2006.
Henin has played two events

since returning to the WTA

Tour in January after retiring

in May 2008. She reached the T f
final at Brisbane and the Aus- 1
tralian Open, where she lost in

three sets to Serena Williams. JUSTINE Henin

Terry gets backing from
Capello's assistant

STUART Pearce has become the first member of Eng-
land manager Fabio Capello’s coaching team to back
captain John Terry in the wake ofhis sex scandal. Terry’s
future as captain has come under scrutiny since it was
«alleged the married father-of-two had a relationship
with England teammate Wayne Bridge’s former part-
ner. Terry is set to meet with Capello later in the week
to discuss the captaincy. Pearce criticized the story as
a “witch hunt," telling Sky Sports on Wednesday that
Terry is a “selfless professional” and a “fantastic captain,
in footballing terms on and off the pitch.”

Hornets' Paul set for
knee surgery

NEW Orleans point guard
Chris Paul will have knee
surgery and likely miss the
All-Star game. Hornets
coach Jeff Bower said Paul
will have surgery Thursday
to repair a torn meniscus
in his left knee. The All-
Star weekend is Feb. 12-14
in Dallas. Although Paul is
likely to be sidelined for up
to a month, Bower wouldn’t
give a timetable for his

CHRIS Paul return.

NHF to carry out mas-
sive talent hunt

V ALHAJI Yusuf Dauda, President, Nigeria Handball
Federation (NHF), says the federation will embark on
aggrntive grassroots developmental programmes to
check A ¢ declining state of the sport in Nigeria. Dauda
sj. - in Lagos that this would involve massive
:«kac haM to change the face of the sport. He said that

social championships would also be organised
far "lurtn to sharpen theirskills.'" There is the need to
championships. 1believe there are so many

its waiting to be discovered,” Dauda said.

SPORT

Ekeji wants AU to resolve
CAF, Togo impasse

ByOrkulaShaagee

NATIONAL Sports Commis-
sion’s Director General, Chief
Patrick Ekeji yesterday urged
the African Union (AU) Depart-
ment of Social Affairs'to con-
vene a meeting of Conference
of African Sports Ministers of
Sports (CAMS) to decide the
way forward on the decision of
CAF to hand two Nations Cup
ban to Togo for boycotting last
month’s African Cup of Nations
in Angola.

CAF last week announced a
two Cup of Nations ban on Togo
following the country’s with-
drawal from the 2010 Nations
Cup in Angola over attack on
their team bus in Cabinda which
left an assistant coach and media
officer dead.

The African football govern-
ing body says the decision to pull
the team out amounted to govern-
mental interference in the sport.

“The players publicly
expressed their willingness to
return to the Nations Cup to
compete, but the Togo govern-
ment decided to call back their
national team,” CAF explained in
its statement.

Itadded that “The decision by
political authorities contravenes
CAF and African Nations Cup
regulations”.

Ekeji, in a letter addressed to
the Honourable Commissioner
Department of Social Affairs in
the African Union Commission,
described the decision as “the
highest degree of insensitivity on
the part of the Confederation of
African Football (CAF)”.

Ekeji, in the letter dated 1st
February, 2009 condemned the
decision of CAF to suspend an
African country froni participat-
ing in its activities over interfer-
ence by government.

According to Ekeji, what is
most disturbing is the fact that
CAF is aware of the fact that
governments of African coun-
tries have the responsibility of

protecting their citizens when it
is obvious that they are exposed
to danger.

“The decision, to say the least
smirks of the highest degree of
insensitivity on the part of the
Confederation of African Foot-
ball. The Confederation of Afri-
can Football cannot pretend to be
oblivious ofthe fact that in Africa
football is seen and accorded the
highest level of attention by the
Governments in Africa in terms
of policies and, of course gov-

ernments'has the responsibility
of protecting its citizens when
they are exposed to danger”, Ekeji
stated.

Consequendy, he said the
Togolese Government is at lib-
erty to take the decision to with-
draw its national team from the
just concluded Nations Cup after
its citizens were gun down in cold
blood; adding that the sanctity
of life and respect for the dead
should take precedence over
Article 78 of CAF’s Cobstitution.

'Hayatou doesn't deserve to head CAF'

TOGO national te&m coach
Hubert Velud has expressed
shock and anger at CAF’s deci-
sion to ban the West African
country for four years and also
fine the n $50,000 for pull-
ing o'it of the African Cup of
interference" following the
machine gun attack that left
three of their delegation killed
and others injured.

“It's a scandal. This decision
shocked us. | wonder on what
logical basis such a decision was
taken. Everyone knows that the
morale of the players hit rock
bottom after seeing death in
Cabinda. It was impossible for
them to play a football match,”

he explained.

When asked whether he was
frustrated with CAF, Velud went
a step further: “No not with CAF,
with [lssa] Hayatou because |
realized that he’s an opportunist
who serves his personal interests
in the name of football. I'm more
frustrated than you can imagine.”

“Issa Hayatou should have
taken into consideration the sen-
timents of the Togolese people
before such a decision was taken.
Hayatou proved that he's not capa-
ble of running CAF, he should
review himself. lalso realized that
even ifhe’s Cameroonian, he’s not
part of the African continent to
which he does great harm."”

The trainer was also asked

whether or not he was waiting
for from a reaction from FIFA
and made it clear that, sadly, he
did not expect them to respond.

“IfFIFA opted to keep silent
about the aggression on the
Algerian delegation in Cairo
and haven't taken a decision on
it until now then how do you
want them to take one about
our situation? I'm waiting for
severe sanctions against Egypt
in that affair. And if it doesp’t
happen then you can talk about
a crime against sport in general
and against football in particu-
lar,” he fumed.

“It's shameful to have these
doubles standards for the peo-
ple of the same continent.”
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Jos killings and the roots
of our national crises

*On the surface, the recurrent violence is driven by the cri-
sisofcitizenship and the constitutional dichotomy between
“indigenes”and “settlers’. But it is a dichotomy made real
by the ‘politics ofdifference"deliberatelyfomented by elites
on both sides o fthe divide.... However, beyond the surface
appearance, therecurrentviolence in Jos, as in otherparts of
Nigeria, must be recognizedas the consequence o fthefailure
ofdevelopment which, in the lastfour decades is driven bya
neo-liberalhgenda tlwt placedfaith ofdeprived majority in
the “invisible hands'o fthe'marketand the retreat o fthestate
from'tkyelopment. The endemic culture ofcorruption, the
absence ofstatecraftand theabsence of ‘safety nets” have cre-
ated conditions under which ethnicand religious conscious-
ness becomes the drivingforce in people's behaviour and the
identification ofthe relevant ‘Others™

—Nigerian Political Science Association (NPSA)

few issues have made me return to the
tragic killings in Jos, t aay. First was the
story from survivors at iCuni Karama that
a pastor attempted to rop lhe killings of
Muslim villagers.

He wias'tied to a
tree by the mob and the Killings
proceeded. Then last week, Segun
Odegbami, Nigeria’s ex-interna-
tional footballer, wrote an emo-
tional piece about Jos, recounting
close-knit relationships between
peoples of different ethnic and
religious backgrounds when he
was growing up there, ft was no
surprise thatJos gave Nigeriasome
of its most talented football play-
ers, startingwith Sam Garba, argu-
ably the greatest footballer Nigeria
ever produced! Jos was cosmo-
politan and drawing people from
all backgrounds, ensured that it
was at the frontline of innovation
and modernity, unequalled by any other city in Northern
Nigeria. Which Northerner of my generation didn't feel
proud about the exploits ofthe Mighty Jets football club of
Jos? I cried when they lost the challenge cup in 1972! Then
therewasan interviewgiven to SUN newspaper last Friday,
byveteran labour leader, Alhaji Ali Ciromaand last but not
the least, the quotation at the head ofthis piece from the
Nigerian Political Science Association.

In the past few years, | have tried to draw attention to
thedeepeningcrisesoccasioned bythe choicesmade by the
Nigerian ruling class. The emergence of neo-liberal poli-
ciescan be traced to the Economic Stabilization Act ofthe
Shagari period in 1981. Nigeriansdid notseem to perceive
that we were undergoing fundamental philosophical re-
orientation ofdevelopment thatwillimpactupon our lives
into the future. But it was after Shagari, starting with the
introduction of Structural Adjustment Policies (SAP) in
the mid-1980s that we entered the full rot; the eight years
ofObasanjo supplied the nails for the coffin ofthe national
public space in our country. The withdrawal of the state
from the development space left the vast majority of the
Nigerian people cm the margins:,jobs disappeared; social
security became absent; schools, health careand other indi-
cesofdevelopmentweredecimated as the ruling elite “pri
vatized” the state as fiefs ofcorrupt enrichment.

When thestate retreated, non-state actors took overand
identity became the laagers people retreated into; mainly
ethmv religiousidentitieswhich seemed to find legitimacy
only in the context of the profiling ofthe OTHER, as the
NPSA noted in our quotation. When politics lost all sense
ofideological direction and people are unable to see the
dividends of the mandates given to or stolen by ruling
elites, it made sense to a lotofpeople, when they are told it
isbecause ofthe CITHER: that other in Nigeria is the other

But more poignantly, is the faulty
leadership recruitment pattern that
Nigeria has also suffered from all
through our history, butwhich has
sssfiedtragic proportions in the

butwhywill a nation allow someone

like Jonah Jang to become a governor

religion or the other ethnic group. These are very powerful
emotional platforms of mobilization and it takes more than
courage for people to rise above the guilt of their own side
of these often vicious and violent divides! My side is right
and the other iswrong, with people unable to fiftd a median
point of decent engagement. When this goes on regularly,
the crisis can consume an entire country.

Unfortunately in Jos, the recurrence ofkillings over the
past fewyears illustrate this tragic point forcefully. The bit-
terness has deepened on both sides of the divide and in the
recentKkillings, ithas spilled over, with the angry but unnec-
essary resolution from the Bauchi State House of Assem-
bly further underscoring how dangerous the situation is.
Yet, the political elite on the Plateau has failed singularly to
develop the once beautiful state, especially in these years
ofcivilian administration; a period which seems to have
corresponded with the most tragic phases of killings. Jos
is now lost in a time warp of underdevelopment arid elites
thatfailed the people miserably in the provision ofdevelop-
ment have mobilized frenzies ofkillings and destruction on
the basis that some people are “indigenes” while others are
“settlers” So the poor and
the victims of absence of
governance and the out-
right theft of resources
meant to provide basic
decencies of life are then
set against themselves
in mob killings which
reduce the humanity of
all the sides to these gory
kiUings!

But more poignantly,
is the faulty leadership
recruitment pattern that
Nigeria has also suffered
from all through our
history, but which has
reached tragic propor-
tions in the past decade.
With utmost respect, but whywill a nation allow someone
like Jonah Jang to become a governor, given his well-known
hatred for a section ofthe people he leads? His speech early
this week, when the Vice President inaugurated a 15mem-
ber committee headed by ChiefSolomon Lar, to find “a
lasting solution to the recurrentcrises in Jos”, did not have
the necessary measure of restraint expected from a leader
whose people have suffered so much death and destruction.
There was far too much implicitly bellicose tone than fits
the occasion. Identity is not whatwe can do anything about.
The Muslim will remain a Muslim and the Christian will
also hold on to his faith. Similarly, no one can choose the
ethnic group he isbom into. But we can build our country
together on the basis of mutual acceptance of our diversi-
ties and the fact that we have to share the Nigerian space
together.

There have always been strains and tensions in the
building of human society. But if Jos was the source of
beaut)' in the past, it is because there were factors of devel-
opmentwhich allowed peoples ofall backgrounds to flower
and the rich tapestry woven by the inclusiveness ofpeople.
That inclusiveness has been tom asunder by the narrow-
minded chauvinism now reigning on the Plateau and the
nature of political economy choices which Nigeria’s rul-
ing dass made. When the state gradually withdrew from
the development process for “market forces” to take over,
people retreated into ethno-religious laagersand our coun-
try is incrementally being killed by the chauvinism which
the corrupt, prebendalist politics ofthe ruling class stokes,
like veldt fire. Nigeria’s worst enemy is its ruling class; they
make the Joskillings almost inevitable! “Every man’s death
diminishes me, for | am involved in mankind”, said the
Poet John Donne. “So ask not for whom the bell tolls; it
tolls for thee”.
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Muntari apologises
to Ghana coach

hanainterna-

tional mid-

fielder Sulley

Muntari has
finally apologised for
his actions that forced
him out of the squad for
the recently ended Afri-
can Cup of Nations in
Angola.

Coach Milovan Raje-
vac has disclosed thatall
issues with the Inter ace
have now been resolved.

The left-footer
was dropped from the
Ghana squad following
his absence from camp
‘without permission
ahead of an interna-
tional friendly against
Angola last December.
The Serbian tactician
followed up with hirrt
in his Italian base but
Muntari failed to meet
his boss to clarify the
issue.

Hiddink vows to see
out Russia contract

ussia head coach Guus Hiddink moved to

quell speculation about a possible short-

term contract to coach the coach the Super

Eagles at 2010 World Cup yesterday by say-

ing that he intends to see out his contract with the
Russian Football Union (RFU).

The Dutchman announced his decision after

arriving in the Russian capital to meet newly installed

RFU chiefSergei Fursenko.

"I'm happy to be back here," Hiddink said "l will
stay in Moscow for several days before attending the
draw ceremony for the 2012 European Champion-
ship in Poland. After that we will start our prepara-
tions for the friendly with Hungary."

Hiddink added that he was set to meet Fursenko
on Thursday to discuss his future with the national

side.

"My contract expires in July. Let’s wait and see
what happens after that," he said.

"In December | took a small vacation to rehabili-
tate after our failure in the (2010 World Cup) quali-
fying campaign. Now the time for a comeback has

arrived."
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