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16 PDPNEC members petition EFCC.
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2003 polls "APGA wants
Guobadla sacked

he All Progressives ™y Habeeb | L Pindiga
I Grind . Alllctes’ iy L

(APGA) has called for Okorie, APGA noted that re-
the sack af the chairman wnd gmmwlnumbrh:nuhm
m]muwm Chris Uba on the election
wsion (INEC) for  malpmatice in Anambra Stue
thalr role In rigging the 2003 uullulhlmﬂ{.'m
eloctions ss confirmed by the  ruling that voided presiden.
“recent ruling of the-prosi-. 118l eloction results of Ogun |
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Gavernor Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi discussing with the Director-Gieweral of SMEDA, Mrs Modupe A. Adelaja
ot the stakeholders conference 2604 held in Kaduna...recently.

Flood: Jigawa awards
®1332m brigde contract

ace of persistent

Mooding that has

| been ﬁuhlrugmg communi-
| ties along the Hadejia- Ngun
| wetlands; the Jigawa state
B has ed the

| omed byﬂwmm
|

[Hassan A. Karofl, in Dutse

bridges as. the state govern-
ment has released over

ing in the area continues,
communities along the
Birniwa- Nguru arca have
expressed cONCOM OVeE the
1 of the

N100m 1o the
Yanlema cautioned the

construction of four
at the cost of N332m in the
arca.

Disclosing this 10 news-
men state commissioner for
engincering and infrastruc-

‘ wres, Alhaji Sidi Yanlema

said the difficulties being
| faced by commumities will
|mmbe-u|ingnrlhcpwn
| the contract would see to the
| provision of access tunnels to
| water.

He said the menace of

sive migration would soon be
solved.

| The commissioner also
| d that ities in

ngainst delay in
the construetion work as gov-
emment would not condone
any failure in the agreement,

anly road Imkmg the two
states in the area,

Discloging this 10 news-
men, chairman of Gun Alhaji
Adamu Hassan said however

that o yeur du-
ration has been agreed s the
time frame for th

is doing all it
muld 1o case the transporta-
tion difficulties in the area

of'the works.

through the provision of road
rks and bridges.

tion of the Arawa- Baturiyn
road is billed to begin this
year s feasibility study of the
road has been concluded ac-
cording to the commissioner.
He said soon the difficulties
being faced by

He said government

would also compensate vic- |

tims of the flood menace
through resetiling them and
through the provision of so-
cinl amenities in the area.
The chai d

in the area would be solved
isd :

that already oummnnlllu in
Kadira, Margad

as g
to ensure the provision of
road networks in all nooks
and crannies of the state.

| Dano, Armanjasko and Akwado

As for the

‘would be provided with’

he National Commis
| sion for Nomadic
Eduvulmn INCNI.-.}

ion of the bridges to
curtail the menace of flood-

!'Ilrnl.l,
mﬁm w!h: atfainment of

From
in

Zago and Lafiya are being |

provided with electricity as a
the

ntercity Bank Ple, has be
gun moves 1o mise N20

| By Ahmed L Shekaran |

Intercity Bank targets
- N20bn from public offer

hinted that Intercity is com-
mitted to fostering “viable
P R

illion from the Nig
Capital Market through an
| Initial Public Officer (IPO)
| expected o be lnunched be-
| fore the end of the month.
| Animpeccable source in
the bank told Daily Trust at

Wl |
| | the weekend that the manage-
I| ment has secured approval of
|
|

the Intercity Board of Direc-
| tors to go ahead with the 1PO,
| just as it continues its merger
talks with some banks.
According 10 our source;
“We (management of Inter-
city got a board (of directors")

ki and the

response we are getting from
stakeholders and the general

the emergence of a broad- | |
buednllwnllbdc.mnll’
with p

public is quite appreciable.”

The source added further
that his bank is “very optimis-
tic™ that it will hit its target in
the capital market, stressing
that “if we succeed, we'll be
the first bank with northemn
appeal toraise funds from the
capital murket in this dispen-
sation of recapitalition and
consolidation going on in the
Nigeria banking industry,”

The i 1 fur-

| approval for a public officer
that will commence soon in
order to raise about N20 bil-
lion,” adding that “'we plan (0
offer about 10 billion ordi-
nary shares of 50kobo per
share at N2.50 kobo per
share.”

The source said further
that “we've already started

ther that the intercity manuge-

ment team as well as the |

board “will continue with
widde consultations around the
country hoping to establish
very strong linkage with like-
minded stakeholders in the
south-west, south-east and
south-south.”™
Specifically, the source

Hajj: IRS loses
pilgrims to Kabo airline |, e

Pilsn’mn from Jigawa
Stite are now to be air
lifted by Kabo Air
Limited to the Holy Land fol-
lowing refusal to give clear-
ance to [RS Airlines aircraft
| o operate in Nigeria by the
Nigerian Civil Aviation Au-
thority (NCAA).

Jigawa Swte along with
Katsina state, the Kano zone
were initially slotted 10 be air-
lified by IRS airlines, the sec-
ond authorised Hajj carrier
for 2005 Hajj operation.

wiy
nities and provide them with |
access 1o various social infra- |

structures.

i NCNE offers. IRI training for Nomadic teachers

ing that radio was in-expen- |

sive lnd is l\.uuvcm] means

The E Director
} operations, for Kabo Airlines
Alhaji Aminu Aliyu, con-
firmed the change while an-

From Musa Umar
Kazaure, in Kano
Abuja zones,

Alhaji Amion said Kabo
Air will add to more aircraft
on the 4* and 5% of this month
when it is due to start the air-
lift in the remaining zones
which include Maiduguri,
Lagos, Adamawa and
Kaduna. He disclosed that a

total of 22 flights are expected |

from Kano, 22 from Sokoto
zone and 4 from Lagos.
Thcpvd:huol’h-w
return 10 Migeria, he said, is
being tackled by the Directo-

rate of Pliﬂﬂml Affairs |

through

1 [llicbi\'l}IhalmIn.n:m:hk'mdi.lI

Intercity is a medium
class bank with 24 branches,
« Daily Trust reported in Sep-
| tember last year that the bank
lbadmwudmwmwulh
“with Inland Bank and First
Atlantic. However, Inland
Bank went to sign a Memo-

! randum Of Understanding
{MOU) for a merger with
| Guarantee Trust Bank (GTB)
| Ple, while First Atlantic
.joirwd the Intercontinental

E Dsrtye urges
. crises-free

. Plateau in
A== 2005

From Rakiya A. |

o Mubammad, inJos
Y overnor  Joshua |
Dariye of Plateau

State has called on |

shed under any circumstances
in2005.°
lnaNeuYurm@nn
the people of the state, Gov-
year 2004 as a year of sur-
* sual and the extraordinary
© and urged the people to draw
" important lessons from pm
| experiences in the state with
| the view to avoiding the no-
 table pitfalls.
“let us renew our com-
..mlunml.mmndalnufm .
‘nation “the Platcau family has |
hmmmmﬁrmd ]
mutual toler-

| swering g from jour-
nalists in Kano on the opera-
tions of Kano Air in the 2005
hajj.

He also d that

of g edu

| has
glrlinln; wml:shap for no-
madic education teachers on
i ive Radio I

over all ob-

Jectives,
She noted that the per-

(IRI), in Zaria, Kaduna,
Declaring the workshop
open, the executive secretary
of the commission, Dr (Mrs)
Nafisatu Dahiry Mohammed
said that the training pro-
grammes have been organ-
ised by the ission over

of the teachers in
classroom have greatly im-
proved adding that the Uni-
versal Basic Education
(UBE} of which the nomadic
teachers are part of, empha-
sises on equal access and eq-
u:l.y in :hc provision of basic

* the year in order to the
teacher’s skills, abilitics,
| competencies and knowl-

teachers
in nomadic schools to a vari-
ety of innovative and child-
centred methods and ap-
proaches o Mm'u. which

to all Nigerians in-
cluding dmdvuu-ged and
the hard-to-reach segment off
the populace.
Dr N

Aterlared

com-

Eansd to computers that are
ighly expensive.

She expressed dismay
over the number of the no-

the federal capital termitory
which is also an IRS slot has
requested for Kabo air 1o as-
sist in airlifling their pilgrims
b f the growing impa-

madic I
with the number ufpuplls
She also disclosed that the
IR is carefully designed to
improve the quality of learn-
ing environments where stu-
dents” achievement is low and
teachers are poorly trained.
Dr Nafisatu also said that
|I|e mlllml.v\km has a mdio
for

tient of the pilgrims who are
ready for airdifl.

Alhaji Aminu Aliyu said
all the request came through
the Directorate of Pilgrims
Affair's which is the main
contractor of the airlines.

of pil-
mlnsmlﬂmmﬂnu{ﬁcm
bags given. As far as Kabo is
concerned, he added, the

40kg allowed by the carrier |

; Ince.de\dmmlmmm
- and economic stability.”

According to him, these

1 mthewlnuﬂmmldm

and satisfac-

still stands and ap o
Nigerian mlmimlomﬂlmw
the advice of the DPA to make
this year's hajj a success.

On the possibility of giv-
ing Kabo air the go ahead 1o
include pilgrims initially al-
located to IRS, the director
operations said it will depend
on the time limit given his
company to do such job be-
cause the Saudi authorities
has

&Inm with Ihm'nmmtdwn- :I

sition in life. i

Dariye expressed opti- |

¥ mism  that they can l
prayerfully make the year
2003 a year of consolidation,
reconciliation, political sta-
ility and economic prosper-

ity

He said government on its
part has mmtval to provide |

On Kabo's of , the

adult p g out that the

r.
that IRI is one way of ensur-
ing an unfettered ncoess to ba-
sic education for the nomadic,
which is delivered by radio.
The executive secretary
said that the IRl_u:ldimu in-

I'ofmncc.poh'ninsowl!w
once it is achieved, it would

from carlier forms of radio

programme was successful.
Also speaking, the execu-
tive secretary of the Univer-
sal Basic tion (UBE),
Professor Gidado Tahir said
that UBE places greater em-
phasis on improving the qual-
ity ofits tcachers for effective
delivery of the basic educa-

say-

tion

director op
said there has been no hitch
since it commenced the air-
lift on the 28* of last month,
adding that four out of the six
aircraft for the operation have
been nirlifting pilgrims from
Kano, Sokoto and Abuja
zones (He added that 8 flights
have so far been achieved in

_Sokoto, six in Kano and 4 in _

_the deadline.

J y 15
as the dmdllnl:ﬁwuun-i;mn

ing all Nigeria pilgrims 1o the
Holy Land.

| guali dership 10 the
people of the state as part of |
!thedmmynlwldmdtkyl

He, 4
the hope that the state pil- |
grims welfare agencies will
ensure their pilgrims are on
the days scheduled for their
wirlift to the Holy land to
avoid last minute rush to beat

| noted that this cannot be
| achieved without the support
| of the people, soliciting their
| pr-!m layalty, total support
| understanding to enable

pvmmﬂnnupc—

umm in the new year.

| are expecting. I
The b
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2007: Ex-chairmen forum supports

Gov Kalu of Abia State (M) ming the Press after inspecting the new site of Abia State

University Teaching Hospital Aba, while the chicf Medical Directar Dr. Dennis Orji (RT)

and the site Engineer/Contractor, Chief Gregory Ibe, listen with interest.

CAN warns politicians

over 2007 ca

| Christian
An sociation of
Nigeria (CAN) has

limplementation  of the

“There is need to warn all
people to stop playing god
as our tomorrow is in God's
hand,” the cleric said.

Looking ahead the Ncw
Year, the CAN lead

mpaigns

Reflecting  on  the
activities of the church in
2004, Akinola maintained that
the various denominations in
CAN  were providing
leadership for the continent

1
1 { and fair play.
i

| southern president

communiqué, jmnlly :ugmd nation’s independence by
by its 2007, ding to the forum,
Urnar Ibrahim and sceretary,  all the other five zones except

Lawal Aliyu, made available
to Daily Trust in Abuja
yr:slcrdly. 1.11: forum noted
that the Niger-Delta had
been providing the nation's
main foreign exchange
eamer — oil - but had never
occupied the presidency.
This, the forum said, had
led to crises marginalization
from the Zone, adding
therefore that the Niger-

Delta must be pacified with
the presidency in 2007,
“The ground of

marginalization, alicnation
and fears of domination of
some sections by others still
litter the political Inndscape,
crying out for justice, equity

“None is so deserving of
urgent national attention
and consideration as the
plight of the South South

| zone of the Niger-Delta. A
zone that has been creating
the wealth for the country.

Katsina budgets

(ongoing reforms than A
i the urged 1 sustain ponsibility within the
| for 2007 clections. govenment cfforts at good  church universal,
The call was inedin B0V P litical The i I sector and
I and adeq | i giant
bl e S A o of all esentia _sirides and peace. Akinola
Agene geria  infrastructures. said, adding there is hope in
::QANN?:M ‘,s,,};:’;;l:lcmq “We remind  our the years ahcad
President, The Most Rey  Politicians that the assurance |
Peter Akinola. !s&mthllt’lhcygourlnl
According 10 Akinola, well mﬁ'}""‘d W’f‘!['!‘"'h_ﬂl' |
the feverish up for B ies
the 2007 elections to the Sreditably, their

detriment of dealing with the
issucs at hand is not only
1

achievements will speak in
glorious terms for their

B but
productive.

Traditional titles bridge for
unity says Gov. Ibrahim

‘obe State Governor
Bukar Abba Tbrahim

has described
traditional titles as bridge
that  unite  Nigerians

irrespective of tribal or

religious inclinations
Era\l at the palace of
the High Chicel of Nimo

Community who conferred
him with the title of Kpa-
Kparido of Nimo (star of
N } along side Senator
Usman Al TI--!\-r. ANPP
Semate Minority leader,

the governor sa
honour belps in cem
relationship between the
North and South

X

4

Cross-section of

A statement by the
govermnor's special Assistant
(Media), Ihrahim lirgi,
quoted governor Ibrl us
saving that traditional tites
are the best form of uniting
Nigenans.

ss cthnic divides
vunlld Ilclp bridge the gap
ted by disunity among
s,

or
one another, ln i Hm
Yoruba or Igho,” he said

L_‘t"_i" '-.'-! a4 .I

1 the g

of Prison Staff College, Kaduna....recently

T3

N31.4 bn for 2005

overnor Umaru Musa

Yaradua of Katsina

State has ted a
budget of N3 14 billion 1o the
State House of Assembly for
the 2005 fiscal year,

The budget which was
presented with N5.6 billion
as opening balunce for the
year 2005, also has s recurrent

estimate of N99.538 billion
and N21.864 billion for
capital expenditure,

Giov. Yardua said the

N2,0984,900 while
statutory allocation from the
federation account which
stands ot N22 8 billion with
the sum of NOO90OH,904, 1 10
million us ca | receipts.
Govern Yardua,
ever, described the
ction of less than 10%%
Inulu[ 'l'

poses @
challenge
Government (o ri
exXamine ways o rec
situabion.

on

From Lawal Ibrahim
in Katsina,

recurrent expenditure and
that sufficient provision has
also been made for the
completion of ongoing
| projects and the
ion of new ones for
development

Among the few roads to
be undertaken are Kankara
Mesari — Yankara, Musou-
matua-Kafin Sofi C1 h':r‘nmr]u

Kankuyn, Faskar
Maudo as well as
township roads phase 11 md
L1}

In his address while
receiving the budget, the
speaker, Alhaji r Kofa
pledged o expedite action
in order to ensure prompt
appropriation and passage ol
the budget

i T he Northern ex- abeeh I Pindiga the South-South would have
1 ! chairman and il Py 1 - tested power.

councilors’ forum A Zone that has always “We therefore call on the
| rose from a one-day supported national unity ind  council of state, the National
in Kadunn calling for the continues  to  make Assembly, Civil so:my

| zoning of the p y in qualified ibuti Org
| 2007 to the South-South as  towards national growth and parties, the international
| a way of fostering mutual  develo despite sul-  community  and  other
| cooperation lmongu:cuuns fering d negleet™, keholders 10 support and
of the country. The forum observed. work for the actualization of
In a single-point After 47 years of the power shift to the South-

South geo-political zone
come 2007, Th:fmum‘

Ex-Kwara Gov’s
aide arrested over
murder

ecurity agencies may
be closing up on the
killers of late Ac-

countant of the Kwara Suite
Primary Education Board
(SPER), Mr. Samuel Aghoola,
with the arrest of one of the
aides of former Governor
Mohammed Lawal in
connection with the murder.
Former Administrative
Officer of the Herald
Newspaper, Malam Isiaka
Owolabi and a close aide of
the former governor was
arrested in his house, in lorin
Inst week and had since been
reportedly whisked 1o Abuja
for further investigations.
Authoritative
intelligence source hinted
Daily Trust s the weekend
that the former administrative
Officer who was the link
between Mohammed Lawal
and political thugs had
allegedly confessed and
made useful statements
about the murder of late
Aghoala and other diny jobs
he carried oul during the
reign of the former governor,
According to the source,

Istnka Owolabi among other
lewed| fossed

in Horin

to Mehammed Lawal also

allegedly confessed h‘:'l! :
to the murder of the y |
brother of a popular musician |
and staunch supporter of Dr.
Abubakar Olusola Saraki
while on their way to
Markudi, Benue State for the
PDP national convention in
2003,

The PDP delegation was
ambushed at Ajasse-Ipo
Town by political thugs who
sprayed the convoy with
gun shots killing the
musician’s brother and
injuring several others. -

Late Agboola, a star
witness to the Justice|
Oluyemisi Ajayi Judicial
Commission of Inquiry which
probed activities of SPEB
between 1999 — 2003 was
brutally murdered in his |
house shortly after giving
evidence  before  the
Commission.

In the celebrated inquiry,
late Aghoola backed his
evidence with video clips of
how SPEB moncy was

things gedly

10 be linked to the hurnhmg
of the National Pilot
Newspaper office, stadium
road, Horin a1 the peak of the

political violence which

enveloped the state capital in

203,
The [

officer who is closely refared

et adiminisd

Dariye: EFCC Appeals against
Court verdict on immunity

‘lhc highest all of
N5.6 billion) is for the
vision of roads network
across the state followed by
education with a vole of N4.9
billion make up of 20% of the
capital budget. Agriculture
has N2.5 billion (1 1"nlns\u-1l
Iealth  and. Water
Resources having
N1.9billion and N 1.2 hillion
respectively.
The budget, he said
would ensure adequate
provision for all aspecis of

hl: Economic and

I I Crimes
“ommission (EFCC)

had Friday filed an appeal at
the Kaduna Federal High
Court  conlesting a
judgment by the same Court
which upheld that Governor
Joshua Chibi Dariye of
Plateau State cannot be
prosecuted over alleged
offences  of money
Inundering and diversion of
public funds,
The Federal High Court
Kaduna presided by Justice

Abdullahi Liman ealier this
month, niled that Governor
Dariye cannot be prosecuted
after the Commission
dragged him to the court
accusing him of the above
mentioned offences.

Justice  Liman
December 16, 2004 ruled that
although Dariye can be
termed as a principal actor in
the case, section 308 of the
Nigerian Constitution gave
immunity to people in his
calegory as a serving
govemor.

it from the bank and
diverted 1o government
House lori
supervision of former Chief
ol Stall 1o governor Lawal,
Malam Suleimun Olowornjare,
who was the link in the

under 1he

fraudulent deals.

The video elip submitted
1o the Commussion as exhibit
showed the
involved in the withdr
and transfer of SPEB
o the Government House,
Horin including the former
Chief of Staff and bunk
officials as well as the vehicle
used in the process.

Al the submission of the
SPEB report, governor
Bukola Saraki had vowed
that officials involved in the
deal would not be spa red just
as he declared that the killers
of the former accountant
would be brought 1o justice.

characters
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The world swaits the’
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Gov Donald Duke, where is
our Bursary?

overnment, whether
ilitary or civilian
has always showed

concern by encouraging
students -~ through  the
payment of stipend as either
bursary or scholarship to
cushion the high cost of
staying in school.

Tt will be Iled that

a8 the case may be.

Again, while some states
Tike Bayelsa pay as much as
N 10,000, Nasarawn, N6,000,
Benue, N5.000, n state like
Cross River state which
benefits from the 13%
derivation fund, grudgingly
pay an all- round low bursary

even during the military
regime, most states had
always paid their students no
matter how lean were Ilm'.r

Thetween N2,000
and N300 with the payment
COmINg onee in IWo years.
For the avoidance of doubt,
Cross River stands out as the
least d with

governor Donald Duke 10
pay our bursiry of prevail on
those  handling  the
disbursement 10 pay us now

well as the democratic

dhictrines equity, fair play.
David (Hom Nkpe
Depnrulu.l'

he recent killing of
custom officers of
marine  command

in the spirit of the Ch
m.lNew Year celebration, as

ity of Jox
rn.nm Mmum

go to any length in

shown by N.TA. courtesy of
customs duty programme,
‘while addressing the officers
il men of marine command,
was to brace up and see the
incident that led to the death
ol' their collu;m as |I=

Re: NECO should check this...

wish to respond fo the
I:IIoptimu made by Mr.
ndrew P. Nandip on
page seven of this paper
under the caption “NECO
should check this,” on the
23rd of December, 2004,
Twould fike 1o inform Mr.
Andrew that the National

That would have assisted
in bringing the culprits 1o
book. He did none of these
but came out with his pen

1 A

1 wish to bring to the
notice of Mr. Andrew that
NECO is very keen on

It is 1mp
note that states like Buyelsu,
Rivers, Nasarawa, Benue,
Kaduna, Plateau, Kogi, Edo,
Del, Akwa-Ibom among

students issues among the
nine ofl ing states,

Examinatiots Council is not
directly involved in the

Even when bursary is paid,
the beneficiaries are more of

PP of s
nvigilators,
T'hl: 1a sk s

the

others have well organized

ghost d than

&' Kk

bursary and / or scholarshi

B as those
1 10 disk T

y of the State
Mmum coneerned and/or

that are ing
equitably well,

It is in this regard that
governors such as Alhaji
Abdullahi  Adamu  of
Nasarawa state, Chief George
Akume of Benue, Dr. Peter
Odiliof Rivers, Alhaji Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi of
Kaduna state and Joshia

| Chibi Dariye of Platcau stite

have found their ways into
the students good books
whilea number of others may
so0n be black-listed as anti
students, having denicd
their students their share of
tor scholarship

meagre fund only pay in
Calabar and environ while
other institutions are
neglected.

The last time they came
tor the university of Jos, only

[} [l of d

the principals of such centres.

. Atany level, it strives to
put in place measures that
can slem i, ot encoumge it

Results of candidates arc
cancelled every year to
huttress this fact. thus

g their inordi
quest for quick money ot the
detriment of the nation’s

econommy.

Nigeria Customs Service
has never had it so bad
since ils coming inlo
existence  losing  this
generation of fine officers,
who arc on legitimate duty

Iﬂ:mﬁmnfﬂmm
and making great sacrifice
which customs service is
noted for.

He said this would go
along way 1o re-cngincers
the customs officers to be
more dedicated 1o their duty.
hence the believe that no

ifice is too small o be

of g the
intergrity of this country, also

made in bringing out the best
from customs service.

The entire country
wokeup that very Thursday
of 23nd December, amnu

cases  of
1 i have been

N Ily, the b of
such schools are recruited for
the job.

What Mr. Andrew should
have done, instead of keeping
mum only to come out later

collected the N2.400. 1 had
written an article in protest,
which by the grace of God
was kindly, published by
Diaily Trust but no SOC)
tor havee scted

Tonday, like int the past, the
bursary for 2003:2004
sesston is long over due. Will
we get (17 Please, help us ask

it iy v L I
1o have rised alarm when he
noticed the malpractices
being perpetrated in the
exmmination hall. He should
have drawn the attention of
the supervisar, other
invigilatorss in the hall, the
principal of the schobol or
even the whole class if necd
be.

;mrsned in many courts ol
law in an attempt o

befell this munry of slain
Customs Officers, that hit the

P those Ived.
Members of stafl caught in
the weh Jost their jobs! 'What
more is expected of the
council?

The public can do betier
by suggesting ways of
further stemming  this
monsier not by trading
unnecessary blames and
allegations!

Abdullaki Idris

NECO headquariers,
Minna.

llylh: (‘.nn‘nullnﬂmﬂ.
Jacob Jang Buba would
rekindle the hope of the
families of the stain customs
officers that their bread
winners did not dic in vain,

The address by Buba as

to their reponsibilitics-
and prompt better service
delivery.
We pray that the soul of
the depated slain
customs officers lives in
perfect peace and
entire country




As we usher in the NJew year
We wish to express our deep A\ppreciation to our
customers and friends for our S uccesses through the
Year and for your wonderful Contributions
in various ways towards our Drganisa_tio'nal growth
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Monday, January

B‘unamz

resident Bush briefly
interrupted his
vucation on

Wednesday to issue a public
stutement, after three days of
silence ns the greatest natural
aster of the last half-
wiury unfolded on the
; television screens of the
world He made a
| perfunctory and semi-
coherent statement to the
| press corps assembled at his
| Crawford, Texas ranch,
| shortly after the
administration had
| announced a doubling of the
us government's
contribution to disaster reliel
efforts in South Asia,
initial LS pledge of
s million was widely
derided i the international
megdia—one commentary
| noted that this was less than
| the cost of a single F-16
| figihter jet. It brought a
| pointed response by the
emergency reliel director for
|lhl.' United Nations, Jan
| Egeland, whe criticised the
| “stingy” response  of
unnamtd Western countries.
Scandinavian diplomat
latér denied he was referring
1o the United States, after the
US Agency for International
Dévelopment added another
| 5.{0 million 10 the aid

9ulgo:ng Secrctary of
‘im: Colin Powell was
| trundled out to rebut the
| chiprge that the US was
| ighoring the disaster. “The
LIS is not stingy,” Powell
" declared. *We are the greatest
contributor to international
relief effons in the world.”
(He was silent on the fact that
thé two largest US-financed
“reliel” efforts, in lrag and
Afghanistan, are in support of
stooge regimes established
through the US conquest of
SOVEreign countrics),

Even the increased
contribution represents a
mipimal gesture, given the
monumental scale of the

| tragedy and the enormous
resources of the United
States. The donation amounts
o half a day’s spending on
thevwar in Irng. It is less
money than will be expended
on the parties and official
festivities  surrpunding
January 20

The US govemment relicf
elfort can be measured by
another  yardstick—its
response 1o the hurricanes
that hit Florida this year. The
Federal Emergency
Management Agency alone
has pumped $3.17 billion
into the state, nearly 100

times more than the |
proposed US contribution
for the South Asian
tsunami. The four Florida
hurricanes combined killed
16 people, compared 1o
over 100,000 dead in the
South Asian disaster.
According to the brutal
calculus of American

Deaily

Truse

rmational
S unwilling resp

| i By Patrick Martin

the attacks an the World Tﬂdc
Centre and the Pentagon,™ The
Paost reported that “even some
administration officials familiar

with relief efforts said they
were surprised that Bosh had
not appeared personally 1o
comment on the

tragedy at first. “It's
freaky, a senior career official

‘George W. Bush

imperialism, 4 buman life ~ Here The Post gave

in the Unilvd States expression o concerns within
by in a bt the state apy itself, not so

state in the months bclslft'
a presidential election—is
worth infinitely more than
a human life in 56 Lanka
or Indonesi

Medin criticism of the
White House reached its
peak in a front-page article
published by  The
Washington Post
December 29, only & few
hours before Bush made
his  appearance in
Crawford.  The « Post
commented: “Skeptics said
the initial aid sums—as
well as Bush's decision at
first o remain cloistered on
his Texas ranch for the

15 holiday. rather
ak in person about
showed scant
far

the tragedy
appreciation
magnitude of su!
for the rescue
rebuilding work facing
such nations s Sn Lanka,
Indin, Thailand and
Indonesia.”
Noting the “mlemational
outpouring of support after

the

much with Bush's indifTerence
I the loss of life, but with his

onse

Bush’s press statement in

t i at only $150 Department and  the
million—a ive of Australia. The
pittance, less than lhc costof  State D claimed 10

four days of war in Irag.
There is already evidence

that the US government had

nmplc warning of the

Ci | did contain one

have notified India, but the
Indian government said it
received no such wamning in
the two hours that elapsed

ke-driven tsunami,
but did ot uommumcnl:!lu.-
information to the countries
involved. US press reporis

Colin Powell

indicate that the Pacific
Warning Centre in Howaii,
facility of the National
Oceanie and Atmospheric
Adn:lnlstmtmn detected the

b the quake off
Sumatra and the tidal wave
that hit the Indian coastline
in the southern provinee of

Tamil Nadu. Nor did the Sri

Lankan government receive

A waming.
But one Indian Ocean
Island  was promptly

warned—the US military

i ble truth. “This has
been a terrible disaster,” |
Bush said. "It is beyond our
comprehension,”

The speechwriter whul
crafted those words revealed |
more about Bush than he |
perhaps intended. This |
failure to grasp the
dimensions of the south
Asian disaster—and
nnticipate the public reaction
toa display of indifference-
is & measure of the moral and
imtellectual cretinism of Bush
and his cohorts,

The administration’s
callous and barely concealed
indifference to the suffering
of millions of people says a
great deal about the cormupt
oligarchy whose interests it
SCrves, The Bush
administration, and the
occupant of the White House |
himself, are body and soul the |
creatures of o ruling elite that
has  descended  into|
criminality and unbridied |

The New York Times, for
example, found nothing |
untoward in publishing on the
front page of its December 28
edition  articles  and
photographs on the death and
devastation in South Asia
alongside a light-hearted
report on the multi-million- |
dollar Christmas bonuses |

‘awarded by Wall Street ﬁn:ns

tr their top exccutives (“That
Line at the Ferrari Dealer?
It's Bonus Season on Wall
Stroeet™), |

If great events take the true |
measure of men, the |

inability I this attitude ke when it occurred v snormous tragedy on the
behind the humanitanian  cand immedistely warned of base on the “"“'h'\“mm‘lkd ::nlcs nlr the I!::dl:n (TJ‘cc.nn
posturing typical of more  the likelibood of tidal waves l‘-]'u:-d nf]::%:‘d‘;:mh-'hr has provided another
skilled spokesmen for generated by one of largest :::d!":::‘: :ﬂn ;ln::d '::ﬁ yardstick of the vicious and
imperialism, like British Prime  temblars ever recorded, both Afghanistan and Iraq.  small-minded man who
Minister Blair or former Charles MeCreery, The US base, about 1,000  occupics the White House.
President Bill Clinton. dircctor of the centre, s couhof India, directly  Bush personifies the ignorant
Bush hardly dispelled this  confirmed that his team had 1,0 pathy of the tsunami, and reactionary character of
copcem with his comments 10 transmitted warnings 1o the reportedly suffered no  American imperialism.
the press corps. His remarks  US Navy, the US State  gumage, WISWS

were delivered in u fashion that
suggested the president could
hardly wait 1o get back 1o more
pressing  tasks—such as
bicycling and “clearing brush,”
two of his major activities g
Crawford mnch.

Bush dectared his suppont for
the construction of a worldwide
wirming system against matural
disasters like the carthquake
, madelled on the
ly buill by the United
rwealihy
s to cover the Pacific
basin. He was not asked why
no such network yet exists,
although the total cost of a
worldwide alert system is

“The initial US pledge of $15 million was
widely derided in the international media-
one commentary noted that this was less than
the cost of a single F-16 fighter jet. It brought
a pointed response by the emergency relief
director for the United Nations, Jan Egeland,

who criticised the

unnamed Wesrem countnes

"slf'ng}; ;

response of




- death toll
WS .

t lenst 142 people
were  killed in
Somalin  in  the

deadly Indian Ocean sea
surge last Sunday, officials
said, The country’s tran-
withonal government is repor-

| ted to have set up a special
commission 1o co-ordinate
relief,

| The UN said it has begun

! | disiributing emergency sup-
plies 1o hundreds of familics
affected by the sunami.

It previously warned that
Somali victims of the devas-
tating tsunami are in danger

Jiof being forgotten by the
nternational conmunity.
Maost of the casualties were

reported to be from the Punt-
land region in north-cast

Somalis,

Around 50,000 people
have been displaced, Somali
Prime Minister Ali Moham-
mied Ghedi said on Thursday,

“The damage was felt all
L along the southern part of
Somalia,” Mr Ghedi, whose
government is currently
based in Kenya as the capital
is considered 1oo dangerous
for ministers, told AFP news
agency.

Paily
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resident  Yoweri
Museveni has vowed
1o step up military
action against rebels in nor-

N | thern Uganda, afier a seven-

From left, Sudanese President Omar £1 Bashir, Kenya's Vice Préxident Moodi Awori and South

Kenya, Friday Dec. 31, 2004,

African President Thabo Mbeki, walk to witness a signing agreement ceremony in Naivasha,

Sudan ,rebels sign
permanent truce

and
mlhera rebels have

witniess the signing.
He was joined by his
Fi o

signed a i
cease-fire as part of a peace
dal to end u';‘omram

hwn:}gne:lhn;wuha

plan on how 1o

| Yusuf Ismail Baribari said
| reports of cases of acute
duﬂtmnndﬂwnskohn

UN agencies l:xpeued
mmt:anwp:nlmrwmu-

enegal’s government

has signed a peace deal

with separatist rebels in

Cmmance ending one of

West Africa’s longest-
| running wars,

Thousands of people

imphmeuurﬁer agree-
iments just hours before the
year-end deadline agreed
with the UN,

Friday's ceremony in the
Kenyan wown of Naivasha is
expected to lead to a

ve peace deal in

South African President
Thabo Mbeki was there to

the Somali coastline.
Senegnl, rebels finalise peace deal

At least three factions of
the Casamance movement
are known to oppose the
move, They believe the
process. i back o from - a
pcua deal being sipmi

full agreement on the

as the |
munster and rebel leader put
their names to n ceasc- f're

pollll:l{ and
of the region, BBC's corres-
ndent .

pet.
Abdmllly:\l’lde whotmdc
peace a priority when he
came to power in 2000, is
expecied to join the
ceremony in Ziguinchor.
| The signing took place in
- spite of concermns about rebel
fuctional splits. Some 3,000
spectators - many of whom
| wore pro-peace T-shirts -
welcomed the signing by
chanting and dancing.
Details of the agreement
signed by rebel leader Father
Diamacoune Senghor and
Interior Minister Ousman
Nigom have yet to be made
public but the pact is believed
to include details on
disarmament and the rein-
Otegration of rebel fighters.
According to the BEC's
| West Africa comesporident,
the treaty is likely to be more
of a building block than an

it is physically separated by
a legacy of colonial history -
the former British colony of
The Gambia.

The 22-year-old rebellion

al-Bashir. 3

The BBC's Lat
R i

The peace deal agreed for
the south does not cover the
unrest in Sudan’s troubled

week truce expired without
agreement,

The government said the
Lord's Resi Army

: b
Uganda to clamp down i

on rebels

“Operations will nor cease |
ever again until the Kony
group irmeversibly commit |
themselves to come out of the |
bush,” Mr. Museveni told
erowds in Gulu.

“It is the rebels wh
refused to sign the cease-[i

(LRA) rejected a deal meant
1o pave the way for peace
talks, and staged an ambush
on the army.

Medintors said the LRA
wanted more time w aludy
the government's
memorandum o und:r-

standing.

Some 1.5 million Ugon-
dans have been displaced
during I8 years of fighting.

The Lord’s Resistance
Anuy led by Joseph Kony,

stands accused of abducting
more than 20,000 children,
making the boys fight and the
irls work as sex slaves, and
of mutilating and burning its
civilian victims.

On Friday, the LRA and the
government failed to agree
on the _rnfmu ofa uegﬂhled

d of - under- |
standing and this is the reason |
why the government has |
taken the decision to start |
fighting them while the peace |
option remains,” the presi- |
dent said, adding that nego- |
tintions woukl continue, |

There has so far been no |
word from the rebels,

A limited ceasefire had |
been declared in November
to allow the rebels to meet to |
discuss prospects for

Interior Minister
Rugunda said the govern-
‘ment remained ready o sign |
o deal at any time.

He had earlier described
how rebel and government
negotintors had embraced
during the first direct tlks
between the two sides for a

Darfur region but it has been
suggested it could become n

said there were euphoric _conflict,
cheers as the-
signed,

She said although there

the plan is unworkable, the
feeling in Naivasha is that the
deal is done and peace is
finally coming to south
Sudan

“We now have all the
components that will form
the ive Sudan

,m-

late for & solution w that

the army lnlﬂ it was am-
bushed by the LRA near the
mﬂh«umwﬂnfﬂulu.m

s have said that |
there are still contacts bet-
ofboth

ween representatives
lldesfdcspdulhecluh I

UN urges increaséin .
AU membership

decrease in African
conflicts, United
Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan said the resulting
increase in demand for

peace " said

F an
=.I.‘ hallen.

ﬂu mnl.lml.“

Since many conflicts are
first dealt with regionally, the
~UN’s support packages for
the AU should focus on its
start-up operations, he said,

conflict peace building. After
providing security in o/
country, he said, the UN
aeeds to follow up “with
programmes that can engen-

der a smooth transition to a |

Kenyan " mediator Gen
Lazaro Sumbeiywo.

“Every topic on our agenda
has been discussed and
agreed on.”

In the Sudancse capital,
to the streets, singing and
waving  rebel  flags,
unhindered by police.

It was 8 tm‘ duplny of |

in the

ges to expand the capacity of
the African Union (AU),
while rej

adding that he wel “the
decmundl'lhuAhunUn{ul

e Hinarisadt
ment, demobilization and
mmlcsmnoo. rule of law;

to app the

and good |

that limit the participation of
fon-African UN members,
“The United Nations has

| already provided some
| assistance to the African
| Union in its efforts, parti-

| cularly in terms of planning.
My view is that the

tightly controlled capital. |

“The two sides had pledged |
in writing to the United |
Nations Security Council in
November that they would
sign a final peace by the end

was fuelled by

of the year, when
fire was due to explm.

among C: s -
lation that they were being
marginalised by the more
numerous Wollol people of
northern Sene;

The Movement of the
s el oo
mance lay; a
of violence in 1982, killing
some 3,500 people,

Its fighters are spread
across the borders of The
Gambia to the nonh and
Guinea-Bissau in the south.
Casamance’s white beaches
were once a tropical haven
for European tourists and its
fertile land an imponant part.

to the
!epu'l&naenmﬂn

‘of Sencgal’s agricultural
2

The final January peace
settlement will tie together
agreements already signed by
the government and the
Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM).

These deal with the share
of power and wealth, the
formation of a decentrulised
administration and steps
towards a referendum on
sccession for the south in six

Some two million people
have died since the war broke
out in 1983, when rebels in-
the Christian and animist
south demanded autonomy

=

from the Muslim north.

isation must be ready to
pmwdennw level of sup-

| port 1o the African Union as

the union moves forward and
for this I will, when appro-
priate, seek a mandate and
resources from the United
Nations,” he said in 8 new
report to the UN General
Assembly,

The UN, in putting toge-
ther packages of suppont for
the AU, should base them on
"pmmplu of flexibility and
openness,” he said,

Peacekeeping in any
region is strengthened by
troops and equipment from
other regions, he said. In the
same way, “we should sup-
port_any iﬂwo that

o peace-

ing capacity where such
capacity is needed, while
eschewing any mechanism
that would limit the room for
non-African Member States

to'shoulder some of the

African Standby Force

concept™ and the offers from
some members to provide
police officers for the Depart-
ment of| Opera-
tions" [DPKO}nn-onllmsmr

He noted, too, p

“1 will continue to high- !
light the urgent need for the |
m'wcrnuuoml community 1o

adeguate suppart to |
:Lrle'nlsllbtn Mrtlealu peace

needs in the field of posi-

...denies fight between

g cap Mr.
Annan said.

Ethiopia, Eritrea

nited Nations (UN)

officials denied on

Thursday new border
fight between Ethiopia and
Eritrea.

The officials told The
Daily Monitor that the UN
mission in the area, which is
patrolling the two countries
ceasefire didn’t find and
didn’t observe new ﬂshtln;
between the two countrics.

It was reported over the
week that Eritrean troops
have killed and wounded
severul Ethiopian inhabirints
of Hadish Adi near Badme

area.

However, UN officials
who The Daily Monitor
talked] to said that the mission
didn't get any relinble facts
on the fssue,

*“We heard the news from
the media over the week. But
the mission didn’t find and
receive any report regarding
the inc[i}entu as it was

The two countries should
seck peaceful means to end |
their differences on any issue
that they may have,” the
officials said.

The reported attack on |
Hadish Adi, which was a|
scene of fierce fighting
during the 1999 war between
the two countries and was
retaken by Ethiopia, is the |
first major attack since the |
two countries signed a peace
agreement in Algiers in June |
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- new

) welcome by activists
-bwﬂ&mmu

| loudly cheered by the crowd.
On the 40th anniversary of

| his Fatah faction, Mr, Abbas

|rvpulcd his call for an
independent Palestinian state
||nlheWutBlnk.Gme
and cast Jerusalem.

He has the tacit support of
| Israel and the US as a
| potentinl partner in a revived

peace process,
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon refused to negotiate

Abu Mazen, has been
campaigning hard in Gaza -
a stronghold of organisations
| like Hamas and Islamic
| Jihad.

| The
committed

IwWo - groups are
o armed

confrontation with lsmel, |

Car bomb
~attack kills
19 Iraqis

t least 19 Iragis, 18
of them National
Guardsmen, have

been killed in a car bomb
explosion, the US military
| said.
| A suicide bomber set off
the explosion next to an raqi
| security force bus near the
{town of Balad, north of
Baghdad, a US military
spokesman said,

The attack happened in
the area known as the Sunni
Triangle, which has been the
scene of repeated violence.

| Insurgents have staged n

| series of attacks in the run-

| up 1o nationwide elections
planned for 30 January.

The BBC & comespondent
in Baghdad said this is one

| of the most deadly incidents
in the recent spate of attacks,
which are increasingly
directed al Imgis as well as
| American troops.

Iragi police and National
| Guards will be providing
mudlydurhlsd:eeleclmm

Abbas rules out force
against activist

“ahmoud Abbas,
to become

In Rafah, where scores of
l‘n::iduahwhmh‘lkd
in

wmmm MM!.AM:IM::

believed that he.
ﬁhbpinuhi:

vowed o protect \the

November.
than Arafat, but he was

‘Tsunami

reas hit by the Asian
tsunami could take

p to 10 years to
mmﬁq UN secretary

wiimned.

Kofi Annan spoke of the
“sheer complexity” of the
relief effort, which is spread
across a dozen nations,

Aid supplies are pnlmg up
in regional warehouses, but
in some places, heavy rin
has provided an extra
obstacle to delivering them
to outlying arcas,

Mr. Annan will travel 1o
Indonesia on 6 January to
take part in a8 meeting of
world leaders to discuss
further aid.

In other developments, LS
Scoretary of State Colin
Powell and President George
W Bush’s brother Jeb head
for Thailand and Indonesia
later on Sunday as part of an
American delegation to see
the devastation at first-hand

The UN's reliel co-
ordinator Jan Egeland said
the $2bn in aid have been
promised so far, pledged by
40 coum:lus. with up to
$500m  in  emergency
nssistance pledged by Japan.
He said it was more than all
the donations made to the
UN’s other humanitarian
appeals in 2004 put together,

“The international com-
passion has never been like
this,” Mr Egeland said.

Aid supplies have been air-
dropped onto all of the
Andaman and Nicobar is-
lands, according 1o the
military fer in

waves, which struck a week

ago.

At least 124,000 people
have been confirmed dead
around the rim of the Indian
Ocean, with Aceh in Indo-
nesia worst-hit.

The UN has warned the
final death toll is likely 10 be
mare than 150,000 - and may
never be known,

In Indonesia, nid is finally
being distributed, but only in
small quantities, said the
BECk correspodent in Aceh.

A spokesman for the UN's
World Food Programme said
a few helicopters had tried to
land in the coastal villages
outside Banda Aceh, but food
and other supplies had to be
thrown to the ground after
desperate mobs had preven-
ted them from landing.

The aid operation in Aceh
remains without a visible
strong leadership.

In this sensitive region ,
scene of a long-running con-
flict between Jakarta and
separatist rebels , the govern-
ment is unwilling to allow the
US military unfettered access,
BBC comrespondent suid, and
there are few LN persannel on

the ground.
But speedy, well-led and co-
_ordinated action is crugial to

save the isolated clusters of
survivors spotted on the
Sumatran coast and islands,
‘who may have spent a week
without food and clean
waler,

Mare than |.7m people
will have 1o be fed for
maonths, said the UN

In Sri Lanka, heavy rains
have brought flash flooding,
cutting off parts of the east
and south-east of the island
and seriously disrupting aid
distribution,

Fears of an outbreak of
waterborne discase among
the hundreds of thousands
of people thought to be floc-
king to emergency camps
are high,

There are similar fears in
Acch, where heavy rains
have also hit.

The Indian army said |

planes have managed to
drop supplies of food and
water to all the inhabited
islands in the remote chain,
some of which are only a
short distance from the
epicentre of last Sunday's

Six thousand people are
officially listed as dead or
missing on the islands,
while at least 10,000 more
m tllought to  be

ODD WORLD

Iran set for Prwdenual election

ran's  constitutional
Iwnu-hdns has approved
June 17 as the date for
presidential elections, state-
run lclevmon reported
rking the first

saying, Hard-line conser-
vatives have gained the
upper hand over reformists
in parliament since the
Guardian Council barred

i did from

charge of relief operations,
after strong criticism from
sur-vivors that aid was slow
1o armive,

US Navy ‘helicopters -

brought relief supplies 1o
Indonesia’s Aceh province
from an offshore aircraft

carmier.
Survivors  are  still
:nmgmg ﬂnm the ruing un

contest for control of the
presidency since ruling clerics
barred reformist candidates
from last year’s parliamentary
election,

The Guardian Council has
agreed (o hold the presidential
election on June 17, television
quoted council spokesman
Gholamhossein Elham as

running in the February
2004 parliamentary
election,

The Guardian Council,
which vets all parliamentary
legislation and elections,
disqualificd more than
2,000 reformist candidates
in legislative polls in
Februaty. :l‘fe ely

|' r
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8 F'G uncovers 70 secret airfields
schedule federal lur Mohammed S, Shehu the rehabilitation of the
- : ment  on nini Mlilmlu Nehwuwr.dimeleddl: leedl College of Aviation
Friday revealed that 'ragul. described the task force to immedintely  Technology (NCAT), Zaria,
has discovered 70 illegal  findings us frightening and  Inspect, licence  and  the ministes disclosed that
| airfields (ufndwma. imimical to national security.  handover the control of such  total of N3.6billion has been
‘helipads, wirstrips Yuguda who stated this at 1o the rel ppre by the federal
operation/across tlu the minfsiry’s end of the year  agencies for proper serutiny,  government for the turn
ountry  without duc 2004 ministerial press while owners of the illegal
Inspection and certi briefing, said the findings afnstrips have been directed
from the aviation regulatory  were contained num L )
| agencics. 1 ofa high-p i
osing this 1o 1mi set up on
newsmen in Abuja, the  monitoring and control of all

]
SSUCS
LLLE

federal

re-capitalisation
* Ulimatum for domestic irlines

mll{mm“

an

F:idlr issucd an  aircraft mainienance
ultimatum to indigenous  progmmme.
nirlines aperating He added that all test

inernationdl routes to re-
capitalise to N1 billion, while
those on West Const
operations are to incrense

lthuahllﬂdme&-

detailed fn the

carried out by a team
of v

ars and aviation
had ascertained the
airworthiness of all the

carvied out by the Etfiopina
Alilins o theaireraft Also,

|| imposed an Chanchangi mmdm of

Airlines fnllmn;
Wednesday's crash landing  October 2004, The operator
of its aircraft with about 170 also carried out Al check on
a th umzl , 2004, and

Boeing sees a big future for medinm-sized fet

year.
& “Funds will be wholly

funds scheduled 1o be
released in the 2005 financial
(]

injected into equipment
upgride and replacement in
line  with  the total
rehabilitation plan for the

college which | had presented
‘and obtained council’s
S dppeavalitheid, § .

minister of aviation, “Thé inspectors went
Mallam Isa Yuguda who Hﬂiﬁh(mlﬂﬂnuﬂhﬁu

stated this at the ministerial  Chanchangi aircraft, that
memmnmnmu

Abuja, stressed that the 24 Abuja-Kaduna and Abuja-
mwﬂuu.ihim.ﬂml‘nnh Lmﬂimmmﬂnnm
th l ’.“ilno ith u;lthlll i ottt
Ill’ll)‘ ritnes wit wrlupo:mnu
sufficient resources to board™

cliss service Therefore,  Yuguda
o pussengers are allowed 1o disclosed that the airuu

'mmumm mmﬁhm
the allocation of additional He also commended the |

o rerll plane that crash-
Ui Iiﬂ rl'lolm for the way he
. nmmmrm manoeuvred the

| ane to
||| Alrports Authority of Nigeria  save the lives of 170
Etl (FAAN)"had generated u  passengers on board.

aerodromes, airsirips

n an effort Lo ensure

: NCAA to license private

licensing of the facilities,
which,

Airspace  Management |
Agency (NAMA) and

Authority (NCAA) is 10
Ilulan llt nﬂvnu
and

o He nld tlut il was

Agency (NIMET).
Yuguda said that relevant
wmi.nnt and  security

hll;:n.
Malum lsa Yuguda, made this
st o e A
news
Abuja,
Yuguds said  that

President Olusegun
Iml | approved the

fotal nfnmmof}lll 8

lnanmbu m
 However, in nrdhr 0

‘ leumerlhu
has become the first
major alrline in

USNWHNM;T
chief

mnnin;- tqulpm: to

s | Continental orders 7E7 Dream liner

announced the first sale of
18 A350 aircraft which will be
I.lunMuurmlwllu'
Bocing 7E7, also known as 1
the Dream liner.

Both the 7E7 und lhl
A350 are

Wmm&'&uﬁ

z:lim in hwmlryu_
were more than 70 of

Iuimiul to our national

Ana.ordlnl to him, the
of such aerodr

to establish their offices inall |~
mmumu
well-n-take over (heir

had
lisise with the aviation
! fen for the

poses danger to the

lllhuqmbolihlihondnf

inarms and
belngs with lis
ullendul security

lﬂdﬂlumnut
force had been constituted
Ilelad‘

| achieve the Intcrnational

exccutive, Gordon Bethyne
waid the $1,3bn order for 10

designed to | immediately inspect,
‘be as fuel-efficient as | and handover the control of

purposes of licensing them,
Splllltn‘:.ua dormant

in the country, the |
minister expressed |
happiness that some of them
where currently enjoying

He listed Thorin,

Tlorin, Hewcht, |
: .qm Katsina, Makurdi,
Ibadan and Obudu

sitports,
which, he sald, had been

‘planes makes it “an important  possible,in the 200 1o 300- | such airfieldy to relevant
| part of our International  seat sector, und esch will be | 8viation agencies for proper actively operationsl and
- growth strategy.” uvailable in both short and ~ exposed to increaicd lir
g The TET, which will fly long range versions. The minister, th traffic
dﬂlmmnmwmr Into-business in 2008, is *  Alrbusis tosell 10 ofits | BdVised uwuzg‘ ."' ‘lueb commereial and ton um
alioea arrival iomﬂwaodq‘ulmhhll forthcoming A350s 10 T wll:: 4 1o P *_.|
\On the el of s P np Spanish carricr Afr Europe, |
_,‘ cnl;m.u:’m,"“ the’ J\Manum 5 Mhnhﬁtmm | directives orrisk the wrath of Iﬂel\|‘il.tﬁ:lul!llll'zz°
i sail mhmmq | ocing contintes to  twomoreina :
report -of I enjoy. d i tho US, - be worth mare than $1.8bn. -':hmu fha mm
| conducted by the Nigeria | though in Hurope some Also last week; Boging | ysing these facilitics werealto 1o attain internationa)
Civil Aviation Authority | earriers favour Airbus announced  $6bn deal with | not being monitored by both  standard and attract greater |
. ANCAA) reveaied that the | Instead. Japan Airlines to supply up l; the | f ! volumo of nir traffic hpa_@c
[ Mrine has_ satisfactory | - Lust week. Alrbus t0S0ofis7ET plinew < | 'of Nigérin (FAANY, Nigerlin  counry, "y 4os o
a % us. s _llefh \ & et o

i oofrab =
mmwum-ﬂ!
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Bmg’“ has h

d
tian technician who wutdusn
!»mp nuchrkunu Evein

Rmo an et:s]oyee of

smautx,-u
for the Shel

sem}leum P\lsntl:”mm‘
n’ was
ompa :f ,1

:Alamleyeselgha

“|I|i||s isnota |i d | g oil eld
with agency report De% \ ov?ﬁnlmwhf:jzm&’s: _wuhm '!Ilve l!\uys acted
lamieyesei i -
Alami i d inch
ot e AL i, S Sl Doy
somebod; was held  not honouning the lhe hahit nr infuriating the
. m.:wrmufw of Ilndﬂ_:lundiu (l_:&l;) it local
| prary that this type of event e
will not repeat itself in the said the
s he ot fmm the
lndyw:?

state,”
of the com-muni
08l In Shell's Sea Eagle

uuwu-

states.
warned: *'l will not
wanl comp-
oo in my state to
create problems for me;

By Ahmed 1. Shekarau,

u companics
crises in various parts of

o ull tred
‘mﬂl wilw

“"‘a.:ﬁ"'

areas of

hﬂeﬁn

he Nigerin's gas flare
blghest t he word
worl

resu hemmic

ancmv

amw,'h““" "‘"‘3‘.‘.‘.1

Nigeria’s gas flare highest in the world —NNPC

hands over Croatian hostage to Shell

fnrmoﬂmmpln)f
“It is not acceplable; it is |
not in our character, it will be |
condemned. For those who |
will indulge in it, they will be |
treated as criminals. |

the S| its
state, Mr. Fidelis Agbiki,
thanked i for |
his quick response 1o the

foster oorp
[B,M.u + .I ! a. der lof
in
Decision of the West Africa huu:hmd
Gas P was signed on between $75-100
G*Deunww 2004, This

o
million in local and
ijn:l\ﬂ!iellilﬂfw services within the region

C..
Engincer Funsho

Roso was taken by |
members of the Iduwini |
National Youth Movemf.n
from Iduwini clan from boul
Bayelsa and Delia states |
because of Shell's refusal w
honour an MOU it si
with them in 2001.

mlokm. disclosed this
duml world press con-
| ference. held at NNPC
| To Abuja last

Towers,
said “National

[lu development did not
receive focused anention 1w

| the extent that as much a5 70
5p=rcam of Natural gas

fured
| {M highest inbrlh;‘:‘wnrldi
| resu. in economic waste

1

“Nevertheless, as a mlt

the ﬂ.lring has drastically
*reduced to 42,6 percent.”

. He said with n reserve of
(about 187.5 trillion cubic
ranks seventh in

nicreased from
“Labout 197 million seffd in
I999 1o about 573 mm scfid

qud.{ngmhlm.hylmﬂ
domestic for national

| gas will inerease (o about
hmmrmue ume

¢ to reach over
billion sefid. He said the
sector tl mnd 10 attain zero
gas flare cqmm
- mnmcwluof'nln

domestic and export market
and onsuring increased
| private sector

He said in the quest of_

| improving the opportunitics
m:mui ﬂ;unn-.m
| o of domestio wilisation, in
" independent power plants,
‘and the use for heavy

 industries like NAFCON, and
ALSCON,
* The final investments

The first and only Islamic Mobile phone
that gives you access to your beliefs
wherever

Dl.trlbutor- w-md Natlonwld-
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Accountants urged to device st Poverty drops by

called
ways of effective practice el 7 gos i
(NLSS).has 7.8 / 8 i
overnment  and - i level of fi & Rlight roduction‘ol 7i8:5, * 0 1 FOS
Gpnvawsomu_sn e I FromMusa Umar be given to every eivil | Pereent |; incidence of By Hamisu Mubammad | spaies were found 1o have -
country have been | Kazaure. in Kano servant, general macro socio- | POYETIY in B ycars. said “the result of NESS  below 50 percent ml
Casked 1o adopt cffective .mrmmmm -:mmmunvlmmnmmlm mNLsrs t';:"“'l"'i'd 2003.2004  showed u Ofpoverty. |
'reward and punishment “OWeolpubletmit. o be made ¢ :‘m he o okl O “Si:r:r:g decrease in incidence of md‘:’:‘m by
messures  that  would T A Cafil  ORE: PR paverty of $7.8 percent when - sector,  ur poverty
motivate the practice of e e in Al ":'::‘9; e (NCS), designed to nddress pared with the figure of appeared 1o be decreasing
honesty and integrity at all (G I e oo b paid for{the ‘lmlrmlm :‘:"w N 1991, which was 65.6 from 58.2 percent in 1996 10
level. and priney fauditing when duc and provocati terms of scope and courage  pervent. 35.4 percent in 2004
~ The advice was contaitied — gyricq)y nlln:'ed in ln;'iet f:!mwlnnbdum in order fo ensure A - statement made  Also, rural poverty went
Lin b communiqué issued al tice 50 43 10 regain the pump price of petroleum m"m"'}' at the national available to business Trust | down by & percent from 198
the end of the third National  Jost glory of accounting  product must be avoided no sub-national level. signed by the director  percent for 2100 calories and |
Conference on Ethical issues — jnformation. matter he pressure from | The survey which was  gencruls, FOS  Alhaji  33.6 percont for aml
"l" iy | by "f'l I:e of service foreign i ens : The by the Federal  Ahmadu Umanu said in the | galorie. The statement |
;:wm":l;mm";m;f Ehonld | G ué advired. Office of Statistics (FOS)_ 2004 survey, more than 13 * sdded,
University Kano. The l " It added thal, the 2003/04 |
NLSS report considered
conference also called on the | | Ak el el
| National Assembly to | i ‘povety measures |
| promulgate laws for adequate

| protection of private sector to | |
lmcourlp people o play a |
dmi!'r-lni role as National |
& protector and prevent
' llllnm: of public trust. ]
| The communiqué which |
 was signed by the Wead of the |
;emnmem Dr. Kabiru lsa |
igo also called for de- |
legalisation of the situstion |
whete by an accounting firm
doubles as the suditor and the
consultant for o single |
Lompany or organisation |

The accountants -also |
recommended thar the
‘whisile-blowing should be
institutionalised in Nigeria's
educational institutions

ww,mum'amu_ it . | | instsuaionh
mmn:dimm be i - monitoring of welfare and

recogniso an urd | Go *J;;MW(MJMM¢M&MAMQM'MS¢m"m".‘"dim‘“'i

mmwimwm m-{mmm»mmsmmhmmm _ WP&I""“'W"" Qi e

| ADB to open 25 ﬁeld

Development Bank . namcly an experienced
(ADB) group ix. -xﬁﬂwl ..ul‘ﬁun
(planning to open 25 fields  ranaferred from |
L offices by 2006 in Inmbe' headquarters, nd two
| of the co Tocally ited officers, |
| sald an ADB official 18t one fior agricaliural e | |
week. 1 and one for social sector |
| PT  Seya, resident IWM’MWi p |
| representative of ADB to For athlopln. the ADB | |
|Elhluplu' said that the 25 group has approved and

authority will be delegated 1o

cux in order o enable our

‘offices  to undertake

procurcment and

disbursement activities,”
said,

| field offices would help tho implemented six |
W‘W"“‘“‘” developmental operations il i ol
strengy :]“;" “I‘ ;': including the agricultural | 7 Days I ! 105833
pascs et g oA St tgornd public ) 30Days i 133750
I ot oAl yitities wonth 137 million | | gy i 13,6667
essional officers wWho . 1'g doriars mm [l 60 Days 13.6667
ve experience in various e l L0 Days TSRl b - <
t'ulldl are n:peolndlb be AN | lmm 8 et
ideployed  in member | 270 Days. om'
ol g - A
= Furskibdt oy isore : 365 Days e

OMO Auction as of 24/12/2004

The Er'hiaplm country sl | ZII BAYS
is

1 undergoing
| a capucity strengthening
wu:m I TRy \ilm-'-' .

resylty it will, Ngosi Okonjo-lweals,

ltlurue new professional  Finance Miniser =
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an all-out war on the
ountry’s  vital  oil

industry. which has [ost
nearly eight billion dollars in
revenue since last vear's US-
led invasion, oil minister
Thamer Ghadban said.

=W wanil to el the Iragi
people that there is an all-om
war against the country's oil
infrastructare,” Ghadban told
reporters as he loured the
capital’s Dura refinery, which
came under mortar fire last
woek. Ghadban estimated Jost

export revenue from sabotage
at abput eight billion dollars
since the March 2003 US-led
invasion of lrg, which sits on
the world’s second lurgest
reserves of crude oil, “Exports
wre now limited only 1o the
south, there are no exports in
the north,” he added. O
exports  from southern
terminals in Basra are
averaging |8 million barmels
per iy, Osama hin Laden
(news - web sites) ordered his
supporters o sabotage oil
facilities in Irag and the Gulf,

i an andiotape attributed o
the Al-Qaeda leader
broadeast on an: Islamist
webgite last month, “Take
thad (holy war) to stop (the
Atnericans) getting hold of
(the oil). Concentrate your
operations on the oil, in
particular in Iraq and the
Gulf,” said the voice on the
tape. Ghadban said there was
“a plot to creato o shonage of
oil in the country and prevent
oxports from Iraq”, adding
that “this plot has become
widespread and has almost

reachied its peak. " He said that

TR, o
Ouma hin Ladin

imtelligence mdicated that &
mortar attack o the southerm
Basra refincry on Saturday
was carmied out “by a terrorist
grroup close to Al-Qaeda™ and
that indergents in the nonh
of the country were
distributing tracts warning
truck drivers not 1o supply
refineries  with  crude.
Cihadban said other anacks
took place over the weekend,
with a pipeline transponting
crude from the oilfields of
Kirkuk in northern Trag to the
Baiji refinery bombed and a

|retailer

Courtvoids US’ limits on Chinese exports

n injunction issued
| A:u'l‘hundnybylhe
J S Court of

International Trade halted
consideration by the US

| administration of petitions

from the US textile industry,
which fears the impact of &
likely flood of “Made in
China™ garments. The ruling
leaves the doot open 1o an
unchecked increase in
Chinese goods with the
expiration of quotas on
Janpary  }. The US
Association of Importers of
Textiles and Apparel filed the
court action in an effort ©
head off a possible decision

plaintiff’s rights until the
merits and the issue of
compliance with the law are
fully considored.™ the jidge
said. It will provide interim
reliel until those doubts thal
have been raised are
liminsted™ But ihe Amech

and later in the World Trade
Organization (WTO)
Agreement on Textiles and
Clothing, wis expected to
have & major impact not only
on wealthier nations thut
import goods, but on on other

developing countries that |
may lose market share to |

China, The ruling dashes
hopes for an immediate move |
by Washington to allow for |
only gradual increases in
Chinese imports.

| power plant in Mussayah,
south of the capital, also
attacked, The attacks are
carried out “10 sow terror
among the population”, he
| said. “Terrorisis are not
| content 1o hit pipelines, but
have also hit tanker trucks,
| and have threatened, beaten
i and killed drivers,” be said.

Junuvary. 3, 2005

Iraqi minister accuse insurgents of economic sabotage

Ghadban  warned  that
sabotage is to hlame for fuel
shortages that continue o
plague the country despite its
oil wealth, sometimes forcing
people to wait a whole day
fill up their vehictes, Bug
pawer supply is almaﬂ"wlui
with most sections o
Baghdad plunged in darkness ‘
nimost every night :nj
residents having to rely o
wenentons. The Pur n:l'm:ry"
which provides fuel for
Baghdad’s main power plant
that supplies most of th
capital with electricity, hn1
been the target of 1 1 insurgen
anacks in the last two months
alone., “1 don't see an
inmminent or swift end 1o this
crisis,” said the minister,
adding that more security
firces would be deployed 1o
pratect oil installations
aguinst insurgent attacks. |

Manufacturing Trade Action
Coalition (AMTAC), which
represents US textile makers,
said the judge’s decision il
upheld could end up causing
gnormous  damage to
‘American indusiry, which
would be at a severe
~disadvantage to low-cost
Chinese makers. “AMTAC
believes that the safeguard

by the US go 10 cap

Chinese imports under a

provision in China's World

Trade Organization (news -

web  sites)  accession
The 3

wias.
unjo:nod and) that: §i s
imperative that the US
government appeal this
MNuwed decision as soon as

which represents major US

refailers, has argued there was
no specific threal 1w US
industry and that freer trade
would benefit American
consumers. Judge Richard
Goldberg ruled that the
could  suffer
“irreparable damage™ from
any import limits that might
disrupt the supply chain. “An
injunction will preserve

ible,™ the group said ina
swv.-mm Friday. This ruling
could open the door to
allowing China 1o gain a
manopoly share of the US
textile and appare]l market in’
short order, threstening the
economic livelihood of nearly
00,000 115 textile and appanc]
manufascturing workers in the

|

United States.” The end of | L

the quotus, enshrined in the l le img director, . Peugeot Autom,

1974 Muluifibre Ammgan-cm

Japanese stocks to ship this year

fMer sceing the
market end 2004 on
a positive nole,

investors are betting that the
semiconductor indusiry will
emerge from the current
downturn to help drive
exports and 80 the economy
oy midd- 2005, They said other
positive factors include an
expected  recovery  in
corporate capital spending
and stronger consumer
sentiment later in the year.
“Growth concemns in Japan
are most likely to’ weigh
heavily on the equity market
in early 2005," said Societe
Generale Asset Management
senior economist Akio
Yoshino, “We think that there
I8 the possibility that the
Nikkei index could slip 10
e thiee 10,000 erark around

March, when the Japanese
fiscal year ends.” Japanese
shares posted a second
consecutive, but modest,
annual gain over the past 12
months. The benchmaek
Nikked-225 index closed 2004
at 11, 488.76, up 7.6 percent,
affer hittmg a low of 10,299.43
and a high of 12,195.66, The
broader TOPLX index of all

overseas, the appreciation of|
the yen against the dollar and
the soaring price of oil, siecl
and other commodities, Any
combination of these factons
could send the Japanese
economy  back  into
stagnation or worse, Japan's
economy anly nnrmwly
avoided a teck

) Mr. Francois Serre secon

fedd by PAN.

ugeot Automobile Nigeriu (PAN) Mr,
g w dape af the launch nj‘mh ;mjﬂ lg mﬂum}»um«m mm&mmr mut.g
| staffen “ ] W, g

THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC,
BAUCHI
PMB 0231, BAUCHI

POSTPONEMENT OF
RESUMPTION DATE

This is 1o notify the General Public particularly the Sni-
dents of the Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi that the resunip-

First Section shares cnded the  When itconumeted 0.1 percent| | o000 from dth January, 2005 until further notice.
year at 1,149.63, up 10,15 ™ the second quarter to June
percent, afteralowor 1,017,840 slowing exports, followed| | A new resumption date would be communicated in due
and a high of 1,225.97, by feeble 0.1 percent growth) | course, please.
Investors bave had a Tot o W1 the three months to
be wary about in the final September. The Bank of| m
months of 2004, There have Japan's quarterly Tankan REGISTRAR
been concems over slowing  SUTVeY fnl' December showed!
| \ for information. that among large| | o¢:  TheRector
hriology products from - Manufactugers foll forthefintl, {1+ . - - AIHOR'¥Head of Units .

tion date for

thmein seven quariers.,

inthe | has been




IST-'I'IER SECURITIES NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE mrusuﬂmz DECEMBER 31, 2004
’ 'T[_ (}F SH :
-mmm‘ OIL PALM COMPARY FLC | e fren T Preren g
T RESCO PLC. " 4500 : A
{ Totnk SRt | 2049 L i
| AVIATION DFVELOPMERT COMPANY PLC. 1 10 100 101,00
NOTouOBLE & TYRY fe i g
!m NIGERIA PLE. o 116 ELATES WA s
T RESCUAN PLL i ™”m am 13
Sector Tetuls (L] 0,308 wasen
BANKING % i
mm“ﬁmmuu : : o 3 ?}‘33 1R o
Al e g
ml”#&lﬂm B PLE - m a.%m T PIARGS 2
CHARTERED HANK PLC n Ao ARLATT (RN T
COOFERATIVE DANK L. 5] LR 37,000
i Fn TANK FLC o 4 w
FIRST HANK OF NIGERIA PLC. sl 2440 30,08 ) 4X2 80
e WARK PLC i0 1ax 149,540 198.949.08
' | GUARANTY TRUST BANK MLC 7% e 1,983,111, 3330397097
GULF ILANK OF NIGTRIA PLC 1 o 400,000 e
HALLMARK HANK PLC 4 300 1,102,100 111047000
BMLAND PR GRIR AL T Fid i oo oy
1) 3 L :
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK LU 1" T S830979 ALGTT S
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA FLC. L) lﬂ 108,544, 147 | 18,856 61405
RAL BANK PLC. 3 1 21914 g .
m%l“ 1 () 370
& I THLST BANK PLC :‘ ;r 331, 300.28
TRANS JONAL e 1 t.a& auu- 4%,
I BANK PLC 1 R 5,000 400
| LNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. A7 .08 AT LSS W7 348,11
UNION BAKK NIGERIA PLC. 7 2100 101660 AL009.991 48
FENITH HANK PLC 5 Rt X
425.007,540.00
91,564,002 72
2300100
92235240
120,509,745 10
104,472, 783.83
1926, 700
1T
{ Ll
| 29.100.00
2180080
TR pR T
20,0004
AT
N
20000
A0 00
RSO0 -
1K709.079,72
e
11 10 8T
196,712.62

A nodtorestructure_ g

y
vl o o o From Adelanwa Bamgboye, In Lagos
m;u B 290 s 8408 00 f ollowing approval of its Board of direct
| CAUIRARY NWGERIA PLC. o 102 000 ] ! 27,900,295 4 | in
FLOUN MILLS NIGERIA FLC. [z ey | 2w 131640390 EMSKRrl of Soxjete eporml Pask OF e IUBI),
m‘mmmm 5 | :: :::: ; ;-:,:1‘: 1:=J.wl_w o B thas hanlae ! &
| NORTIERN MGERIA FLOUR MILLS M.C. i IR T 5000 | ot of Nigeria (CBN) with a view i gaing |
;mm e Lz | i llerigly, " & ) i |
| LYANS MADICAL P m 1ol 1y e hu:Iuoil' Sxbin Yﬂ‘:ﬂ' dﬂ“ g
HAY & BAKTRNIGERIA . X 2% | Jages i 53 mlmﬂﬂ irs, rfdnmmw
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAT PHARM. PLE. 1= s . 109,600 Y4, 731 00 SO mm'umnlu s ;Z':N"‘
THAXOSMITHXLINE CONSUNER NIGIRLA MLE (3 ) 2101759 18707052 (0 he suflering
:mmw " 2410889 10 mpmmn from |hc:kuhlghmuinhlrhnyur
mrmm"m‘mm‘“mm iy I (S 99,000 | o m I It wonld be mnlled that SGBN, lhmg with African
mmm e ] 108 147,401 t International Bank (AIB) were suspended from the clearing
M NI FLC b1 258 197,633 | m.m.u Thouse in July 2003, |
e # sl b ALK (ol T b M boidécs, adndl
CORNINETONN ISURANCE C0. L H i i : ;:‘u?;m” | of the inconvenicnces and cxtreme hardship their customers
| LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCT PLC 3 139 24,00 | 34520 08 |uwﬁmmwmmmxmmmm
ATAL e ANCE P fi- I b Y. f i | g il
LM INSURANCE OO, (NI PLC: 4 am 160,000 mmw Ausiness Trist g ihe ‘thnin ¥ Mﬂwltwn
| K ‘gm_ i | ::; ;;‘63’ LARDL3.00 wmmmmunmmnm»mmmm
] whmn%mm&m“uf : m ::hm ;m"y{w“:“’ apex bank's consent to undertake this first phase of M.
el B ‘i e Ilﬁenﬁﬂmmmhmmﬁllwlymdmw'
| MANAGED FUNDS = |
A LLEASING Pl . I I a0 kTN + mummber of depositors with
i L) Hadsy nenas | The second phase of the cxercise will involve the |
IETA GLASS COMPANY L6 1 =T 433 14,800 P | conversion of all outstanding linbilities 1o equity of the bank.
Pt et : o ik 418080 + This multi stage resiructuring plas is expected to improve
i . maum. the hanks bal ive banks, some of
T —— i | LSS o mivin, s o st a oS
Rl gt g R GE Y LT A o e s e
g LN ] ] Hi.L {]
CONOIL PLE | 13100 .77 ;Lﬂ!,l:lu falie dits s eI Snee
TEXNACO NIGERIA) PLC 0 1900 12304 |
|m4_n|0~x::um L 16248 :;‘m: et e Hiy wurds' “this 15 mare $0 because of the bank’s
mm i 244 et Bz | w:-mmmmwumm#ﬁ
i e e onn e i s omne i
TEXTILES | § The mensures outlined by the bank, he elaimed, it approved
LB REC Jated] | }imﬁf’ +by the CBN, will go a long way towards resolving its problems |
e S e LA ol it e h e sy O
| tm-lm ¢ _— 1anaazam) [rorEtEn [ in] Sector ol }
| e, L bl e e -l SEE . - S
b AT - ’ ~




Argentina’s debt swap

T US Securities and
Exchange Commission
YSEC) has given the

green light 10 8 huge restrue- *

turing of Argentina’s debt.
Argentina, which de-
Taulted in 2001, hos offered to

..seeks firm’s
. supportin
insurance probe

S financial regulators

have requested infor

mation from Warren
Bullen's Berkshire Hathawsy
group as pan of a probe into
certain insurance products,
{ Wasren Buffet is the world's
second-richest man),

The United States' Secu-
ritics und Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) has asked the bil-
Thonuire businessman s firm to
| provide documents relating to
‘the sale of ‘noo-traditional®
products.

The watchidog is examin-
\ing lllepmnn that these
prudu:ll ve been misused

swap about §102bn of unpaid
bonds for up o S41.8bn in
ew debt.

One-third of these new
bonds will be sold in Now
York, with the rest going 1o
European and Argentine

Pending approvil from
Hutopean financial regula-
tors, the scheme should: go
ahiead on 17 Januury,

Analyst expects some
T0% of investors 10 accopt
the offer, but some bond- |
holders have already ex-
pressed iheir disagreement
with the offer.

The scheme will leave |
many bondholdens with only
some 25-50% of their initial |
investment.

The administration of |
President Nestor Kirchner
has resisted pressure o im-
prove the offer, arguing Ar-
gontina needs its resources
10 fight a social crisis that
has left more than 40% of

gy P

Berkshire, which is not ac-
cused of any wmnsdoing.
s saidh it will

lation below the pov- |

erty line.

Iraily

USSEC okays [

Frese

_mmeMMWMﬂJerMMMWMFM

Dollar hovers around record lows

US dollar b 4
| close 1o record lows
against the euro on Fri-

d!:: ‘i' f the US h‘:::::
the size ol
deficit

Analysis pmd.u:! that the
dollar wﬂl remain weak in
2008 as investors worry
about |he state of the US

Tlle _Bush

s
umulllinguu w0 intervens
1o support the dollar has
caused further concern.

There are no dollar buy-
ers now, especially after the
Chicago data day the

Monday

bought 102.55 yen. Data im-

1 Disappointing business

gures from Chicago trig-

gered the US currency's
on Thursday.

January

Chinese firm
bids for 20%
of Yukos

- hina’s state-owned oll
company, CNPC may |

‘et a 20 per cent stake |
in Yukos' former oil produc- |
tion unit, Russin’s energy
minister Vikior Khristenko, |
has said on Thursday,

Yuganskneftegus wos '
sold for §9.4bn to state oil firm
Rosneft a week ago to help
pay off Yukos® mussive tay |
hill. |
Mr Khristenko said that |
Yuganskneftegas would'
function as a separate entity |
and would not be part of a |
planned merger between
Rosnelt and Garprom.

China's demand for oil
has helped send oil prices to
record highs this year.

Russin may buy CNPC's
assets in third countries as
well a5 in Chinn as part of |
| Thursday's deal, said Mrl

of Purchisl

dolllrwnlﬁdlml.tﬂ.]ﬂﬂ
versus the euro on Friday
lmfuin%:ﬂcr hitting a fresh

w of $1.3667 on
‘I‘humlly One  dollar

London Exchange suitors in bid talks

SEC is seeking mfurmuiun
from Cieneral Re, Berkshire's
reimsurance unit, as part of o
- wider inquiry into the legality
of "non-traditional” policies,
also known in the industry as
‘loss mitigation' or “retroac-
e products,
The regulator is investi-
gating claims that some com-

ucts 1o hide losses from in-
‘vestors. The accounting

such that they would con
genitally be unlikely to play
anywhere close 1o the line

Iks b the Lon-
don Stock Exchange
L.SE.] and the hnd!

efits of putting the London
and German markets on one
mhnolasr:nl platform,

of two European b

St 10 FesuIme next woek.
The heads of LSE's suit-

ars Deutsche Boerse and

Euronext both met LSE head

| Clara Furse last week,
- source close to the negotis-

panies have used these prod- |:fions told BBO News.

The two bourses are |
locked ina bid baule and
further alks (o explain the. |

| benefits of both bids have |
The culture at Berkshire is |

been scheduled for the new
year. i
A £1.3 billion (32.5 bil-

* lion) offer from Deutsche

Thomas Russo, Gardner |

Husso and Gardner Leading
insurers such is ACE, Chubl,
Swiss Re ond Zurich Finan-
(cial, have already been ap-
1o hand over docu-
mentation for the mvestiga-
thon.
“Herkshire Hathaway and

Bocrse has been rejected by
theLSE.

In a 13 Decembet state-
ment, the LSE said the pro-
posal undervalued its busi-
ness but agreed to hold talks
with Deutsche Boerse to as-
certain whether a “signifi-

| cantly improved proposal”

Cieneral Re will cooperte fully |

with the request,” the com-
pany said in a sutement.
‘Non-traditional” policies
provided less than 1% of Berk-
shire Huthaway's income in
the first nine months of 2004,
| "It s possible that an in-
(dividunl could have fallen
short of Berkshire's stan-
dards or the law but it is un-
likely given Berkshire's cul-
ture.”
The company, which is
listed on the New York Stock

tomers.

would be in the interests of
LSE’s shareholders and cus-

aris-based Eurorext,
which owns the Liffe deriva-
tives exch in London

hiss long
wanted 10 fink up with Lon-
don. The two tried and failed
to seal amerger in 2000,
Commentators have said
that & deal with Euronext
could potentially offer the
_LSE more cast savings than

a deal with Deutsche Boerse,
Bm‘ndulwhhdllﬂbid»

Chs:s:xwd its manufactyr-

wel2

'b fall than expected.
Ilmm‘l'hl:l\'.' mnl‘lo do!lu!bn

Khristenko ina

The main incentive be-
hind this move i to protect
both Gaeprom and Rosneft
from legal risks Steven

€Fs NOW,
Chhapdnn mu :‘md
ABNAmm's Paul Mtzlml
Al the same time, German
Chancellor Gerhsrd Schroeder
and lll]um ane Minister
ilvin B i voiced con-

der should, th
nutke it ensier for sharchold-
ers 1o invest in overseas
companics and markets.

1t woulkd also crente the

biggest stock market operi- | ina

tor in Europe and the second
biggest in the world afler the |
New York Stock Exch

corms abot the strength of
the euro, Mr Berlusconi said
the euro’s strength was “ab-
solutely worrying™ for ltalian
exports. Mr Schroeder said

article that sta-

exchange mar-
4 correction of

bilkyin

 Asian shares defy post-quake gloom

Indunnian Indian and

Hong Kong stock mar
w-wwmm

despite the scale of the rag-
edy that hit the region.
Investors secmed to fecl
thul some of the worst-al-
mhu.crchm um!::jr-
that the tragedy
mffﬁ'«e little mpact on
Asin’s listed firms.
“Obviously with a lot of
loss of life, a lot of time is
i
© and find ihe
i Amro's
Eddie . *|But] it's not
necessarily an:u![;- hig l.hlu,g
in the coonomic sease,”
Shares soar
The financial and world

and combines the Paris,

| Amsterdam atd Lisbon |

stock exchanges, has alio
besunlu!h \lrll!lllu: LSE.
Jany

ity will be tuming to-

In Sri. Lanka, some
cconomists have seid thal as
much as | pereent of annual
Emwm may be lost. Sri

anka's stock market his
{nllen about 5 percent since
the weekend, but it is sull
40% higher than at the start
of 2004,

Towrism Thailand
ma -1mm(:39m;
$768m) in earnings from
tourism over the next three
months, seoording to tour-
ism  minister Sontaya

u:lg 1 E
ur pation is in peril
here... Itwon'tbe mr;lri;i

if the comt exceeds our GD
Ahlmed Shaheed, chief’
emment esman of the
Maldives In the affected

eflorts

al that point people will
ﬂ:m to have A scaje of the

i , he expecis the
foss o

of tourism revenue 1o
be affset by govemment re-

o i ikt s
the chic ernment ol
man, Hv:u:\slimmd the eco-
nomic cost of the disaster at
hmﬂf[ni‘d.; ui;jmdilhnm of dal-
lars. The Maldives
domestic pmdun of’ S!’(ﬂi..k,::‘ti
“ltwon't be nurpﬂmu; if
the cost exceeds our GDI,™ he
s “In the lnst !'nw m
we
WMMIW lh:Lrnund
Nations recognised this. Now
we see this can disappear in n
few days, o few minutes.™
Shabeed noted that in-
vestment in a single tourst

resort - the ecanomic main- |

stay « could run to $40m, Be-
tween 1{and 12 of the §0-odd
resorts hive been severely |

damaged, and a similae num- |

ber have suffered significant

Fund official

Ly
wilh the German bourse’s
chiel Wermner Seifert and his |
rival bidder Jean-Francois
‘I"Modo:m are set to build on

has i ina
vanety of different industries
but specialises in insumnce
(and re-insurance.

Mr Buffett - known asthe |

Sage of Omaha for his ability |

| wax made, a spokesman

to predict stock market trends

- ia the world's second-rich- |
st man with an estimated for-

tune of $41bn.

cember in London.

Deutsche Boerse has
held a total of two “very con-
structive” meetings with the
LSE since its initinl proposal
said.

Furthertalks betweon Mr
Seifers and Ms Furse are exs |

| pected 1o focus on the ben-

eld o 21/ Des- | aions. b stron

| Tndin's:Bombay Stock Es-

change inched slightly
above its previous record
close on y. Expec-
corporate

in 2005 drove the

ngs
 Indonesian stock exchange

in Jakarta to a record high on
wul’“ﬁd“l: he H
n 1 El
Seng ::u‘!::snuy bcncf“is
ing i part from the potential
fnl'lllr.n
nies Lo gain from. ubuﬂ:!!
contracts in the (sunami
Alll.w mpmofmm

Thailand intends o
spend o similar sum - around
30bn baht - on the rebuild-
ing work, “It will take until
the fourth quarter of next
year before tourist visitors
m Phuket and five other
provinces retum to their
E;Tal luw‘li]h';:ssld Nun?

asoot, Fﬂlﬂ'l
u[hlimlnlm\ fiseal policy

In the Maldives the cost
of reconstruction could wipe
out economic growth, ace
cm; to & government

However, moany ¢
luding the World E
have pom&l out that it is unll
difficult to assess the I
tude of the disaster i
econom

In this is
its seale, and because deliv- |
m sid and recovering the

in priorities.

“Calculators will have to
wail,” said un IMF official in 4
bricfing on

uf'

hevsky, Atom analyst |
“These agreements sre part |
af strategic agreements be-
tween the Russian and Chi- |
nese leadership on the expan- |
sion of their partnership in
the encrgy sector,” he added.

The latest announcement
comes afler more than a year
of wrangling which has
pushed Yukos, one of
Russia’s biggest companics,
to the brink of collapse.

The Russtan government |
put Yukos® Yuganskoeftogas |
subsidiary up for sale afier |

hitting the company with a |

$27bn (£14bn) bill for hnck |
| Maxes andd fines.

Kot g ps T u|

| Yugonskneflegas as a sepa-
| rafe entity. may be n way (o
avoid litigation by Yikos'
shareholders.

Yukos has filed for bank-
| ruptey protection in the LIS |
and o judge issued an injunic- |
honugnum('wmhrrmg
it from taking part in Iiul
week's state suction,
| “The main incentive hc.'
hind this move Is to profect
both Gazprom and Rosneft |
from legal risks,” suid Steven
Dashevsky, an oil analyst at |
the Aton brokerage.

“The sale of the stake o |
| u foreign partner could also
| pantly help Russia legitimise |
| the  nationalisation of |
| Yuganskoeftegas in the eyes |
| uflhc mtermational commu- |

Lmuoek itemerged thas |
Rosneft had bought Baikal,
! the mystery winner of the |

| Yukos auction. |

Analysts beliove the tax |
dizpute between the Russian |

*“The financial and world
mmmnirywlllbcmm;#
ward reconstruction

orts
and at that point people will |

beyin 1o have a sense of the
impact™

““Our nation is in peril  financial

and Yukos is |
pnnly driven by Russian |
President Viadimin Putin’s
hostility to the political am- |
" bitions of ex-Yukos boss
Mikhail Khodorkovsky |
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE
SUPPLY OF SAFETY DOUBLE DOOR
METAL WARDROBE FOR STOWAGE

OF FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT .
The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) hereby invites
tenders from reputable companies for the procurement and
supply of safety metal wardrobe for Airport Fire Service,

SPECIFICATION :
P Appearance: Double door metal wardrobe constructed

with 1 mm metal sheet
P Measurement: Length - 65cm (Front)
Breadth - 56cm ( side)
Height - 164em (stand exclusive)
Front (double doors) - light brown
Body - Dark brown

P Colour;

upper and lower - the two upper apartments will consist of

equal dimension of 56 x 32 x 33 each while the lower

compartment shall consist of 56 x 32 x 130 each and fixed

{1 with iron rad for hanging of uniform clothing. .

» The two doars for the locker to be fixed with handle and
locking facility.

P The four legs attached to the bottom of the locker will consist
of equal height of 27 cm above the surface

P The sample of this locker shall be obtained from the General
Ianager (Fire and Safety)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

O All goods 1o be supplied must comply with sample and or
specification provided by the Authority,

© The items/equipments brand names/trade marks must be
registered and approved by the appropriate authority /
organization

O Allimported goods must be accompanied with a CERTIFICATE

OF ASSURANCE from the Manufacturers.

Payments are made ONLY after eatiefartans dativany yyith

FAAN. All contractors' documents must be accompanied with

a photocopy of Certificate of Registration with FAAN.

© Alleligible tenders must be submitted in sealed envelopes
containing evidence of payment of a non-refundable tender
fee of N20,000 (twenty thousand naira only) and marked
"CONFIDENTIAL: TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF SAFETY
METAL WARDROBE" to The Board Secretary, FAAN
Headquarter, Ikeja not later than two weeks from the date of
this publication

n

Signed:
Management

o\
P Each wardrobe comprises four compartments divided into .|

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE
PROVISION OF CLEANING AND
SECURITY SERVICES TO THE
KADUNA STATE GOVERNMENT |}
aduna State Government is desirous o
privatising the provision of cleaning and
security services of its Ministries, Extra

Ministerial Departments and Parastatals
throughout the State.

2. To achieve this objective, Government

¥ has concluded plans to contract out the

provision of these services to reputable
cleaning and security firms.

| 3. Interested cleaning and security firms will
S vﬂt\he following duties/responsibilities;

'round the clock security cover for
inistries and Department of Kaduna
overnment;

entify and implement security
strategies/practices that enhance
effective security of public institution;

(b) Cleaning Services:

Maintenance of high level cleanliness of
Government Offices and premises and
other services incidental to the contract.

Interested cleaning and security firms are
required to indicate interest and forward
10 copies of the following documents:

Detailed company profile;

Evidence of registration with the relevant
agency;

Documented organisational structure of
the company indicating manpower with
list of key professional staff and their
resume;

(iv) Verifiable experience of the company in
provision of cleaning/security services
of similar nature and scope in the last
ten (10) years;

(v) Tax clearance certificate for the past

three (3) years.

F

Interested cleaning and security firms are
requested to forward their application for the
provision of the relevant service to the Head
of Service, State House, Kawo-Kaduna
highlighting their competencies and the
financial implication of the service they wish to
provide not later than two (2) weeks from the
date of this advertisement.

(i)
(if)

(i)
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Cyber crime booms in 2004 &3~ Oracle officers take
out or that their good name has in 2004. Anti-spam firms report 11 Junc, the Cabir virus was
00t e appemcea - TS % b oy e, ot nn cnton o |- QVET PeopleSoft posts
| 12 monlhumllmnv their identity, mail has shrunk 10 less than 30 Phone to phonc using Bluctooth 3 £
i e seen a This change in the ranks of  percent of g our  execulives of I."\_llrn Catz and Charles E.
“m"“ . lnmhmn]mry virus writers could mean the end Part gfu.,m that these Also released this year was PeopleSoft Corporation  Phillips Jr. were named as co-
Win y thrcat that plague  ,ripe m, munl virus which  “bot nets” have become so  the Mosquito game for Symbian wore replaced by officers  presidents;, Harry L. You as
Ihed‘“cw“‘m e'r: B S by mm:: revalent, he said, wis due toa  phones which surreptitiously | of Oracle Corporation, which is  financial chief and Daniel | |
broke the 100,000 barrierandthe  PCODIE lIIII! npnm fee _I‘mﬂ:-ul‘ that many “"" ““’”&G‘“ pmummrx working 1o completc a $10.3-  Cooperman as senior vice
atlachments on messages,  Vinuses and in bl ion of its business. | counsel and
Wmmm;r;* virases grow by s m:;"v“ =fﬁ=.l::’l wc;"nmﬁem" MI’ \‘IM=I< mﬂ;mtmmwlmm software rival, sccording 1o @ secretary, according to the
W fﬂg‘:‘z’wn‘f'm Mr. Hogan. work of an | On the positive side, Finnish W_n“ 3 Jg: PRy SFeruEnIEs ;‘r': '.i“h::ﬁ;
people inlo m;{,um “They are very noisy and rmﬂdﬂlr security firm F-Secure said that h 5 iy ing They
deniral data, are recoeding growth “ﬂ“ﬂﬂlleﬂmu‘lllydullm the code for viruses such as 2004 was the best-cver year for executives are Co-President and — hold the same posts at Orac]
{mrod e 30 il ('mbm. Spybot and Randex e o T o mwmuom-&xmn The move comes afler y
| Lo pervent cing of virus writens and crimina- er, Co-President A Phillip  said n‘lud taken mntml of |
Sllacks are becoming mcrowsingly dldlkeelgecfpﬂnncumrsrllw Ty - Vice  PeopleSoft and i four
Netsky, Bagle a ymm Fru lmd(‘hu.-l'“‘ pwpl:ln- 0 s board,
mulm?l\;lmm ik then more : Officer Nanci Caldwell and  giving it a majority, PeopleSoft |
controlled computers, called bot surreptitious “'M oF warms, :?’I;’:’"‘ than 3,000 variations James P. Shaughnessy, senior also said this week that its |
nets, used by hackers Mr. Hogan said worm “That's nnpm:cdenled i ::': persiconts peoeenl Syl and chief executive, |

and conmen (o carry out many

One of the bi chan,

ol 1 ges

ummmewmhﬂm

of the boy hackers keen to make

a name by writing a fast-

spreading virus, sa d Kevin
Senion

mmmmlmudiu

muwwmnmm:k;m
hnu 7
About 70 percent of all e-
mail mail

lee’s security o
J\llhongh aeulc vlrln

In Seplembcr 5’ mantec
showed

mdlcmwde.mdurllnsm,

His comment was echoed by
| Graham Cluley, senior techno-
law consultant from anti-virus

Mr ('Duleysnd “When the
commereial world gets involved,

looking to make a tidy

In particular, phishing
|amacks, which typically use fike
| versions of bank websites 1o grab

login details of cusiomers,
{ ing 2004,

Web portal Lycos Europe
a 500 increase

t L
group reported that the mn:r:her
nr phuhmg altacks against new
Wi growing ol a mie of
% ur more per
Those who fall victim o
Ihese attacks can find that their

M&mtmwmwmafmhm!ﬂmdmnﬂu

bank sccount has been cleaned  The pictire shows some student conducting their

Mobile phone firms tar

relctumt equipment

! makers have sgreed 1o
develop an advanced mobile
phone standard capable of
sending high-resolution videao in
an instant, Japan's NTT
DoCoMo said on Friday,

A of 26 companies,
including Britain's Vodafone
Group Ple, Germany's Siemens
AL (news - weeb sites), France's
| Alcatel and J s NEC
und Dn('oMulp::il nwonullr:
| standard, Japan's top wircless
aperator said.

Mobile phone services based

with o large liguid
uy-ﬂnl displays for playing
gumes and watching movics, and
to help handset makers cut costs
through mass production, the
paper said,

DoCoMo wants to lower
procurement costs for cell
because its revenues Mm

said Mr. | *“What makes it
difficult is Mn all co-
existing with each other and do
nol exist in an eny o
understand

nager Sven
Jaschen who confessed o be
behind the Ncukr and Sasser
“m

Also :qul down were the
Carderplanet and Shadowcrew
websites that were used to trade
stoben credit card numbers.

Top viruses of 2004 include
Netsky-P, Zafi-B, Sasser,
Ncuhz'ﬂ Netaky-D, Netsky-

y Doom Sober-1
Netsky L' Bagle-AA.

David A. Duffield, resigned.

oef hlgh -speed standard

competition

have one character any
mare, it has the option, m the
touch of o few buttons, of
multiple personalities. First of
all there’s that choice of power
outputs, but what goes with that
is also a choice of damper
settings to vary the ride comfort

4 hanelli b

capped by the ! of
Nar-rate services and fierce

g balance,
how aggressively the traction

and stability controls cut in (and
even the aption to switch the
stability control our altogether
‘when conditions penmnit), a choloe
of manual and sutomatic
transmission moxdes, cach with
s own range of programmes to
vary the shift time and
responses, wnd most extreme of
all, 8" lnunch control" finction for

Internet assists in |
tracm%.l‘sunam: victims

e I

godsend to people trying

to track down family
members and l'nend: mlkl the
T

on the Internet by the Phi
international hosp

i south Asia, in which almost

Sukethospiialcom) Wk
:mﬂodhyhmnch'l'hcuu

120,000 people were reported 10 Jists the names of foreigners

have died. admitted into all six Impmllin |
So far, more than 240  ihe resont.

foreignens are known to have died The boy, Hannes

in the but nearly  F wns fiouend on  road

7,000 foreigners were still  near Khao Lak, his face covered

reporied as missing or oot of
contact on Thursday, mostly
from Europe.
Messages from all aver the
world were arriving ot sies such
a5 the BBC which permined
Dutch citiren Rob Delissen o
trmce his brother, Theo, and his
family on the island of Koh
Racha Yai, south of the
devastated Thai resort of Phuket,
Of the scores of messages
that have been posted on the
service, many have received
quick and sometimes reassuring
rephies from people in the region.
Serina Abrahams tumed 1o
the BBC for news of ber cousin
Paul Rogers, and received two
emails, one from a compatriot
and another from a Thad woman,
locating Rogers in a hospital al
Surat Thani

with insect bites and bruises.

“It is a miracle, the most
beautiful thing thai could |
happen,” the uncle said,

The English-language online |
news site Phuket Gazette
(www.phuketgareitc.net) also
Thas 4 place where people can post |
messages and receive news, but |
the site was clearly overstreiched
Thursday and re.lpcndlug
slowly.

On the hospital site, o 10
year-old German girl, Sophia
Michl, sought news of her

Earlier  this.  monih,
Pleasanton,  Calif.-based
PeopleSoft agreed to be acquired

by Oracle for $26.50 a share,
ending an |8-month hostile |
battle.

329m Chinese use mobile phone subscnbers

obile phone

subscribers in China

topped 329 million at
the end of November 2004, with
the world's largest cell phone
market expecied to hit 402
million in 2005

BM has unveiled additional
middleware components 1o
work with the Trego

on the technology will offer
transmission speeds more than
10 times. as fast as the current
third-generation (3G) service,
DoCoMo said

Basic technological specifi-
cations will b piled by 2007

logy 1o ensure prodoct

data synchronization between
retailers and liers.

The IBM CGlobal Data

Synchronization (GDS) for

WebSphere Product Center

but fo date has been set for a
commercial launch, 4 DoCoMo
spokasman said.

The Nihon Keizal Shimbun
business daily said, bowever,
Dol oMo aims 1o offer the high-
speed service as early ay 2009

The aperator is likely 1o
invest more than 100 billkon yen
(59636 million) to upgrade its

|telocoms infrastructure for the
laumch, the said.

| The unified standard is
|expected to ereate demand for

bt week will handle
the sctual pablication of product
data, putting il into proper
Formats 1o be read by data pools.
At the moment there are o
number of lange data pools that
o not all share formats with one
another, according to Kara
Romanow; research director at
AMR
Some of the major data pools
are the WWRE (Worldwide
Retail Exchange), Transors, and
UCCNet,

Gmﬁerﬁﬂdnﬂ

Center  also manages the
subseripthon 1o the data pools and
the messages between trading
partners, a critical component
before, during, and afier the
exchange of secure data.
Romanow said that Big
Blue's competitive differentintor
can be found in that their GDS
solution  does require
ical expertise o use.
“Everybody else monages
these transactions with
technical person and they have
1o know XML, IBM s ool looks
like Dnatlook and can be used by
an end-user,” Romanow said,
Dan Drker, director of
prodect information management
ut 1HM, said the problem of
managing and sending product
data cannot be solved through 1T,
“This can be used by buyers

IBM !aunches WebS

ultimaie take-offs. “China is expecied 10 have
phere

persons,” Druker said, llets fit § iner,” sai
E-rhcr lhn year. 1BM p.mnr:mn:\mhmw, waid

f Product N, el industry

Center, which took the adoption is not uniform, sor is
technology from Trego and  pere worldwide w‘k\llln:
created & dan ﬂpu-ijlury 15" Global Registry managed by
manage Iiuunnrl_:u[Sl.I!uwlNl EAN.UCC, a joint Norih
hundreds of attributes for both — Anorican and  European

manufacturers and retailers.

While the worldwide effort
1o synchronize product data is
far from complete it will over
time greatly rediwe shipping
ermom, imvenliory levels, and the
possibility of cmpty shelves at
the retailer by insuring that what
in ordered s what is sent and
reveived.

“When a trading partner
says | want iem number XYZ,
both sides will agree that it is the
same color, the same size, the
sarme nmumber of items per pallet,
the pallet sixe, and how many

organization, that insures
standards for interoperability
between duta pools.

Most items have aiywhere
from 12 1o 600 attributes that
need 10 be synchronized.

Acconding o Diuker, the
effort god under way three years
agoe when WalMart jssued a
mandate to jis 20,000 suppliers
on their standards for digitally
sending WalMari product
information,

The IBM GDS product will
also include business reporting
and analytics.

402 million mohile phunc
subscribers next year,” Yang |
Qing, deputy director of the
China Academy of Telecommu-
nications under the Ministry of
Information Indiustry (MIT) was
quoted by Xinhua news agency
a8 saying.

Such numbers would mean
that nearly one out of every thrce |
Chinese citizens would have a|
mobile phone.

China’s mobile teleco-
mmunications  equipment
industry has also posted fast
growth, with ouput rising from
10 hillion yuan (1.2 billion
dollars) i 1998 o 280 billion
yunn st year, the report said,

The number of mobile phone
manufacturers incressed from
elght in 1998 1o \T bast your with

China is sxpecied 10 export |
some 100 million hand sets this
year bul with only abowt 2.7
percent coming from domestic
manufacturers, while
miultinational makers like Nokia
md-\&uhvlllﬂdll»dllme. the
repent said.




IMonday, January 3, 2005

-E . WP ’,..-\I l
: - 50 |\
G VT te !

OFFICE:

| TP )
. ; 2 Yt e R o
i v | o

roused and disturbed by the potential

consequences of the Presidential race in

007, the Northern Ex-Chairmen and

Councillors Forum, a non-governmental organisation

'met at the Hamdalla Hotel Kaduna on December 18,

2004 and after several hours of brain storming sessions
dnade the following observations:

W1 a Federation such as Nigeria which is founded on
'Rule of Law and Justice, all the federating units are
equal.

»  The six geo-political zones of Nigeria are not
therefore merely equal in name only: they also
collectively share the values of justice and fair
play.

+  The tenets of Justice, fair play and equality were
the basis for the desire to rotate power among
themselves, especially the Presidency and to
enshrine the principle of federal character in
appointments at all levels of governance in the

. Nigerian constitution,

'+ Inthe political history of Nigeria, 1999 would
remain evergreen as a major milestone in our
march towards inclusiveness and national
integration. It was the year, power-shift was

: accepted by all stakeholders and candidates for
the Presidency in all the parties were from a

‘ single zone, the South-West. This very noble and
wise decision attenuated tensions and resolved
some thorny political and social problems. In
addition, after eight years of South-West

; Presidency by 2007, Awoist clamour for power

‘ and June 12 actualization advocates shall have

| been adequately compensated.

'« The wounds of marginalization,. alienation and
fears of domination of some sections by others
still litter the political landscape; crying out for
justice, equity and fair play.

.
|

sy
.

6th Floor, NIDB House |
18 WalT Road, Kaduna |

0803-7879196

+  None is so deserving of urgent national attention |
and consideration as the plight of the South-
South zone of the Niger Delta. A zone that has |
been creating the wealth for the country. A zone
that has always supported National unity and
continues to make unqualified contributions
towards national growth and development,
despite suffering despicable neglect.

« A zone that by 2007 and after 47 years of self-
rule in Nigeria, would not have tested power
when the other zones shall have tested power,
Viz: South-East 6'? years, North-East- 6 years,
North-Central - 19 years, North-West - 13 years,
South-West - 11 years

«  Inour view, in order to foster peace, harmony:
mutual co-operation, understanding and the
much desired stability to our polity, power in
2007 should shift to the South-South zone.

+  The South-South zone has what it takes to _
produce a good President for Nigeria among its |
numerous competent, patriotic and well quali- |
fied persons of proven integrity andcharacter.

We therefore call on the Council of State, the National
Assembly, Civil Society Organizations, Political |
Parties, the International Community and other |
stakeholders to support and work for the actualization
of power shift to the South<South geo-political zone,
come 2007. '

ARISE NIGERIANS to this Noble and patriotic
call, obey!!!

oy

e A
UMAR IBRAHIM ALHAJI LAWAL ALIYU
~ National President _ National Secrefary

o —
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BACKGROUND
The enactment of Decres Nou6 of 1976 by the Sup Military

isy Eugr. Mohammed SaniAlhuun (FNSE—| The lnwmmﬂlll menetization policy, which s aimed at
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workens 10 their own houses, has ensured that the

Council on February 5, 1976 led 10 evtablishment of a new Federal Bwari, Karshi, KMIJYlmmmmwlhKuk

Auhorhyhnuuémnmchmhwunnofhmﬂmm

(Capital and consequently, the Federal Capital Development -udl:lohmﬂmﬂllmllor b s itis with FHA and other paratstatals and
mmm:hﬂ-%ﬂwwﬂhymplndﬂp The review of Abuja M. jor ssue, which the  Agencies of G involved in in the FCT 10
lnnd develop the territory, Aunthority Bmﬂlymﬂ for Deg releane their plans and layouts with the List of all the

wmmummummmw
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ABUJA BEAUTIFUL 2
The FCDA Department of Parks and recreation has taken some
mwumnmm«mm

allottees 1o enable them secure their Certificates of Occupancy
through AGIS in line with the constitutional provisions of the
FCDA. This is to afford such beneficiaries the. opportunity of

using the title as collateral in financial houses. .
mmmmmmou s
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ry Engineering Designs. :
. The gencral land use of Phase 11 of FCC has becn
d while g
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WATERSUPPLY

Thie first stage of witer supply scheme 1o the city is designed o
- cansist of the Lowen Lisuma Dam and four trunk Mains of |Ldm
It diameter each, four wates wreatment plants of two units each end
Sy ten Main wat ire. Out of this, the L Usuma Dam
The the rniu n.im m;wmﬂﬁ‘mﬁummwm
m:mnrﬂwmmm thwlmm‘e.h i
Developers in the FCC with 1 view t ing that they plant of th Jeted in the year 2000, Preseatly
fEoRIDAT.WI s e piee mwellas e fthe second tunk main asd 1wo nain teservuins
T o 45,000m and 40, 000m each are under constriction.

O
¥ il unit of water

mmurwmn districts in Phase 11 of FCC has

© stafl were soccessful The Junior stafl list will follosw soon.

s well sy relocating m%mwmmm

copmen i mum.wwu-ﬂmmma

{higher
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d October 2004,

Alko an In-House W Security Mol
mammmm
1t s equatly worthy 1o note that th Avlrority has just released the

2002 and 2003 promotion exercise for senior safl. A total of S80

Meanwhile, all recently retired staff are being paid their benefits
prompily.
FUNDING

While the Authority woulld have loved to move at jot speed, as
mmmmm-wmm
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ABUJA TRUST

:Abllja People s Forum ma Hgnnrated SR FCT 2005 h IL%!alrhft commences

with the forum.
of pust and serv- He Idntmncluuwonld s
non-partisan i WN“"I“__‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_] hghwlul’mmd FCT e opened in all the area "‘}"-}‘:ﬁ.w commodation armngements
| inclusive forum paolitical and traditional di- ministers, saying their partici-  councils ofthe FCT witha few | Abuja commenced fast week  for 200 pilgrims at Saudi
|ingged: Abuja People's Fos:. videst § pation at the forum is notonly  Haisan offices (o be estab- mmsmpﬂwm Arabia have been concluded.
rum, was formerly inauguratcd Alhaji Wowo, who gave Mnbhhxsuﬂwmru lished in wome selected FC'T Nuumn. Kogi and Commenting on pilgrims*
| in Abuja last Friday. the assurance that the foram e actualisation of their vi-  states. Niger Stles. . health, Mallam Husseini
i Board of Trust-  would notbe hijacked bypoli- 3100 and effort of making The forum commended | Mallam Salisu Husseini  ahyr said pilgrims will be
s o forum, Al Ustimn ticians. aleo said that G fo.  ADujaareality e o .| farty the Director AWJA  immunised against cholera
il Wowo, assiduously Al opue whichwil e | o, el At

said the absence of 8 unify- 1o nsurc Wowo said investors, office that about . Already, over 300 have
ing plom ol kehokl: s mot deprived f ey Unions and th polical s Nigeran oy vy b bt gmaﬁwm&

i y rights. who are alko principal stake- hhd and earried _.
iho face of an increasing dy- | He partcularly singled  bokersinthe FCT areinvited o,

w&m«m ... residents express mixed feelings about 2005

Wo = ) the money wax used to  have we benefiied from sy foans AN > h
Iw‘.%ﬂml of “l: “Abuja m;‘:h Fﬁml mu.r z&m»mﬂ\nﬁuﬂﬂy Wﬁ’r‘lm Housing mm i%jm M b
People’s Forum is, among hw 1 thank Ciod though for the bensfted et | tification of pilgri
others, 1o serve as a resource. mmmm &, however, prayed and  @ift of life for if we have had to s 91 ey | Hmlhﬂi%
‘Mw;;fﬁhlmﬂw"'r' Rty mtad by wmm things . Ty on ahqﬂmmw i“mﬁ..!w : | :
4, and 1o initiate and Somreeronact NS NV iy oy 1 ave never known hat | accompanied them 10 the
I pragmatic steps, Sl indicaied that s majorty of the Mnlhnrm & Wl of ul'h& m“mu’ l"‘“m ?ywmzmﬂ camp; b the same time, oth.
!WWN“‘ resideats did not expect much e Miniaty of Housing and - U SR SR o T veae ucky 10 have 1)1 06K s b up for|

Urban D, who i oo, sereening
FCT the fountain of uity, “An employee of ihe '“‘91" Jdantified herueifine i o E”n&r e R o i,
The Kuje arca council  Ministry i Carol, alio

non-government, oo 1
and all-

h;mm‘m =

W M Ward ﬂuﬂhhuyormdddu
hat id that “whil Sylvestor Okoro, said that if forworkens n 2005, * i the divclosed
chairman sal 3 , aid tha year i

i ey She said that most of the “Thiis has left me with no  2mount, said he baught a hotise

Ngvorurient vad o oofitiwe e that were inroduced 1o\ 1! hone 10 his vilgs with g of the Sho 0 “'s,,.if, ik
adminis- servanty’ salaries, “there s no hzw‘r""‘“"“"&""“: Mwnﬁkm ';.."!.‘;.mm?-':i'coa nducmpwhhhllw‘g:ﬂ';unﬁl
Dopeof anyincrape i the it Tight phiono business helps forin 2004 1w he sear dlnshm. mmswupu-'

g Fipd oo g,
“SBarly in 2004, we  "Mostofus have not bene- e "zwiv:tnﬂr “l&'uumm“uu L that s vons s ) will
an Increase In our

fited from the monetisation hm‘m e ‘W be successful because of the

in the | |
salnries but as the yesr millions of other - level of arrangements and
progressed, (he sume m’u "“*w Nigerian that 2005 brings them %H" Vi) | preparedness.

His Execellency,
ALHAJI MOHAMMADU DANJUMA GOJE
{Sa{kfn Yakin Gombe - Sarkin Aiki) The ’ —

Executive Governor of Gombe'State. ™" " “ALHAL

Chairm
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Because we wore the first to bring you Per Second Billing System
Fir.s1 1o ofler you Multimedia Massaging Service (MM&)

First to introduce you to the Friends and Family package

First to give you N1 SIM pack

First to enable you enjoy text2email

First to provide you with Mobile Internet

First to put you on our record of one million subscribers in 9 months

Indeed first to offer you many other ground-breaking services

It is our foramost wish that

in 2005,
your life will
be full of
firsts.

You will lead where others follow

Your life will be full ol endleas possibiiities
Your voice will ring clearer and stronger
Reaching out 10 everyone averywhere

As you celebrate by the second

All the greal things that

Make you tower above all others.

welcome to 2005 the year of 0805

\
WE
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OPC members arrested over

assassm

n antemNP

ollowing By Olumideliajolaiye nai’ Faschun and
o!’ sive g members of
investigations by the  The arrest was the climax lh@ OPC in Dshndltlwlo
| Lagos State Govyern-  of the dislike of the staff and local government have pro-
ment over various cases of mised to maintain peace and
. over N m«rmmﬁ-m o
| -, Ly o onder 3
" other crises within the management, which includes Al a meeting held in the
| of the state College i““m of OPB locsl government last
| Primary Education, over Thursday, both groups
. seven members of the Oodua d by its leaders
| Peaples Congress have been .i_“::"""lm‘:"‘,' i
arrested, - ol had the Of pucc lnd tranquility
| Sources closed to the Epe  Olajede ""W would be their focus in the
| Divisional Police station, Police and the siate govern- vy
said the suspects were picked  Mentdcousing the Provost ol g ' communiqué signed
iin various panis of the schogl b€ school of making atie- by b Council Chairman, the
premiscs along with their mpts on his life. . Chairman of the CDC and
offensive weapons following _ While confirming the  piyisional Potice Officers of
public indignation towards  A1rest the Divisional Police  wgayinde and Akinpelu police
them. m“{ Emmanuct Afayisaild  yuiiong, thie two groups said
The suspects who were they were detained at his their leaders should be made
briefly detained ot the Epe station but have since been bie for any breachi of

Divisional Police Head-
quarters after being handed
aver by the student’s union
govemnment were accused of

| illegal possession of offen-
| ﬁe tired

policeman’s
son arrested
for robbery

twenty-cight year old
son of o retired
nspector of Police,

Dafe Akpovona was for the
second time last week
amested for armed robbery.
The suspect was [irst
arrested in September 2003
for alleged involvement in a
robbery incident, but wa
however released when his
father, who was then with the
federal Anti-robbery Squad,
Adeniji-Adele annex of th
force criminal mvestigation
artment CID Alagbon,
alle-gedly brought his
miluenoe o bear on the case
He was however picked up
agsin last week by the anti-
robbery detectives for yet
another robbery incident,
which took place along
Mile2 expressway,
‘estigations by cko

dep

trwst revealed that Dafe was |

picked up after a gung that
was reportedly caught red-
handed along the route while
robbing traders farm the
ever-busy Aswani market
implicated him,

According 1o police
sources, the gang operated
with o bus painted in the
Lagos Stte commercial bus
colour with registration num-
ber XA 286 LAW.

After picking the un-
suspecting passongers at
Aswani market, they alle-
gedly robbed them on the
expressway and pushed them
out of the bus

It was also gathered thatas |

they pushed their victims oul
of the bus, a palice anti-
robbery patrol team coded
Raiders from the SCID led by
Ingpector Dele Ajewole
received a distress call and
acted promptly by inter-
cepting the bus.

transferred to the anti-rob-
bery section of the Lagos
state Criminal Investigation

Department.

bers ofthe

peace by members of either
fnctions, while promising to
abide by Ihc da:iaiun and to

he police in Lagos

have recovered the

oorpses of g1x persons

allegedly killed in separate
incidents on Chrismas day.

The corpse of one

Mohammed Tukur and

killed by some area boys,
Eko Trust loant that o fight
broke out beiween two
factions of miscreants
farly known as area boys

From Bola Ojuols, J

Zaharaden were
from Alaba Rago market in
Ojo area of Lagos carly on
Christmas day in a fire
incident

The deceased persars were
said to have been sleeping in

1
| ‘ome of the stalls in the market

when the fire broke out

They were said to have
! been burnt bevond recog-
| nition before the fire was put
| out by fire fighters and
policemen who raced 1o the
weene

The eorpses of the victims
have gince been tken w the
public mortuary. Propertics
worth millions of naira were
also destroyed in the fire

Same day at Orile arca, o
young man identified as
Adewale Ogunaike was

and Adewale was caught in
the midst of the whole
trouble, at the end he was said
1o have obtained seriouns

injury fram which be shed 1o

death

The incident occurred at
Aforiogun  Street, Sari
by, Orile, ot about pm
that fatclul day

In Oshexdi aren, at about
6: 30, same Chrismas day,
o yet iy be ddentified man was
lynched by imic mob,

The deceased: person
secording to public ser
was said 10 attacked a house
in the area with other sus-
pocts now at large but he was
caught and given a junglc
Justice.

Other members of his

o

: ﬁl:lllllj,t ment
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group were said to have es-
caped.

The corpse of the deceased
was recovered from Agha-
lakale Street, close to
Mafoluku Grammar Schoul,
Oshodi.

Also in [keja, a young man
iddentified ns Akin was said i
have stepped on o live wire
and got electroculed.

Akin, a resident of house

Pz Oluipup Oduneses

number six, Onighongho,
Maryland was said to have
died before medical help
could reach him.

At Amukoko, in Orile arca,
one Fatai was said to have fell
off a bench and died.

Fatal, Eko Trust leamt was
fisst aslecp on the bench in
from of his residence located
on plot 19 Sanni Street,
Amukoko that fateflul

' Police recover six corpses on Xmas day

evening and fell during an |
afvemmpt (o turn.

He was found uncanscious | |
by neighbors who later |
rushed him to a nearby hos- |
pital where be was confirmed
dead. |

The Lagos  state |
spokesman Mr. Emmanuel
Ighodalo confirmed the re-
ports, he said the causes were
already being investigaled

Airport shuttle bus operators protest
LASTMA harassment

undreds of
H&'nmnlulrr'- and
passengers
stranded st woek at various
bus stops along the Murtala
Mubammed International
Airport, Lagos following
misunderstanding between
airpont shutile bus drivers and
officials of Lagos state traffic
gency

were

Over 188 persons declared
missing in Lagos

o fewer than one
hiendred and cighty-
cight persons were

| declared missing in Lagos
State last year and are still
unaecounted for,

Statistics  of  missing
persons for the year 2004 wis
sought by our comespondent
from the state police
comumand

The statistics showed thay
an upsuorge in cases of
missing persons was recorded
| in January, March, July,
Detober and November.

Each month according to
| the statistics had 24, 22, 20,
| 21, and 20 persons missing
! respectively.

Also, the police in the state
recorded 133 robbery cases
while 731 cars were reported
stolen during the period
under review.

The police said they
recovered $93 curs, which
had either been retrieved by
their owner or waiting

The figures showed that
71, 75 and 73 cars were
stolen in the months of
January, March and
November respectively,
while October recorded 77

According to the spokes-
man of the police, Emmanuel
Ighodalo, the figures were
considerably lower than

those of 2003, which he
described as an improvement
in police efforts,

In a telephone chat with
our cormespondent, the state
commissioner ol police,
Israel Ajao, promised the
residents that his command
would continue to ensure that
their security is well taken
care of in the year 2005,

According to him, his
command would intensify
more effonts 1o ensure that
security of lives
Propertics remain paramourm
to them, adding that all
eriminals in the state would
be glving a hot chase,

and |

From Shakirat Abdilmajeed,
in Lagas

(LASTMA)

Hundreds of passengers
wnd airpont users who were
left stranded had 1o trek 10
their working places.

Bus  operators  told
newsmen at the airpor, that
they had to withdraw their
vehicles from the road to
protest what they called
vietimization by the officials
of the state traffic ni-
gement sgency (LATSMA),

The chairman of the airport
shuttle operators, Mr Samuel
Olusola Ashamu said the
traffic agency had last week
seized |8 of their buses at
Ikejn “with the active
connivince” of armed mobile
policemen and wvehicle
inspection officers.

The Agency had ordered
that the sirport buses be
painted m the yellow colour
o stale commercinl
vehicles or they get confined
ta the atrpart, thotgh most of
the buses operate Adrport-
Tkcja route.

Ashamu explained that
| they were ordered by the

LASTMA 1o pay a fine of
| N21, 000 per vehicle to get

the confiseated buses
| released and to pay a

demurmge of NS00 each day

Ashami howiver berated
the Federl Airpon Authority
of Nigeria FAAN for fuiling
1o intervene in the rilk
stressing that the vehicle
were duly registered by
FAAN to operate.

He disclosed that the strike
by the airport shuttle opera-
tors will continue until their
impounded vehicle were
released

One of the stranded
passengers who identified
him-sclf ns Stephen expres-
sed displeasure over the
situstion saying “most of us
armved the airport and lkeja
bridge beside the Lagos state
University Teaching Hos-
pitals only o encounter this
problem, No vehicle is piving
the Airport-lkeja route and
passengers have been trek-
king long distance since
moming

Meanwhile, the Murtala
Muhammed Airpon Mana-
ger, Engineer Obi Anadu told
newsmen that FAAN mana-
gement will soon intervene in
order to resolve the rift
between the operators and
Lagos state governtment.
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| Kebbi State has
(assured inmending pilgrims to
= | Saudi Arabia of adequate care
{and welfare ut home and at
[the Holy Land through

hefore their departure to
Saudi Arabia last Friday.
The governor informed
them that  the state
government  has  made

armngement for the
and fical care

| the Hajj period.

He gave the assurance
(while addressing the first
(batch of intending pilgrims
from the state at the Sultan
‘Abubakar 11l International
Adrport, Sokoto, shortly

when the need arise while on
transit In the country and al
the Holy Land,

In Saudi Arabia, Govemor
Aliero fiirther disclosed that,
similar arrangement in lenns
of accommodation,

NGO donates

‘resource centre

| fully operational

| Jigawa State government by

the Bureau for state and local

wmuﬂuhﬂnm&
e e

From Hassan A. Karofi,
in Dutse

resources aimed (o M:Mew
the set goals have all been
provided to ensure the

ining of civil servants with

_pmsl'nmme 1o mssist,
- Chance and improve public
service proyision,
|expenditure management and
(good governance.
| According 1o the nutional
|Coordinator of the SLGP
[(DFID), Mr. Neal, the decision
{was fo assist the sinte
(government in the field of
™igood governance and
sustatnability.

He said SLGP would
continue 1o partner with the
government in order to
enhiance public secvice.

In his speech, the acting
chairmian of the Bureau for
local govemment in the state,
[ Alhaji Bashir Hussaini
Adamin, said the resource
centre was initiated al the
mstance of the SLGP in 2002
to specifically support the
civil serviuits in the arens of
good guvernance,

~expenditire mansgement
through information,
\literature.  and  other

vision,

Alhaji Bashir Adamu
added that 3 stafl was trained
1o manage the centre even as
an exercise between offices off

i ran th

| warned agninst
in criminal acts such as drug

on sanltatlon
: he Rivers State p‘.ﬁﬁm.“m
commissioner for | in PHC
I lnl’omh::lm:. Mr. onmiuwne.rl.\-errus'ﬂul
dissatisfaction with the
sanitation and trafTic sitvation

The state g nsa
in the state and urged citizens.

whole is ot Involved in any

Mondiay,

Rivers tasks cltizens

January 3, 2005

mate for 2007,
He denied the publim-m
in page 58 of Thix Day
Newlplpor on Tuesday,

oﬁfﬂ ich was

h;f one Chiel Peter
the South- South people w

which wis inviting

rembrace I for 2007, saying
that the coordinator

was not
the governor of Rivers State

of the stute to improve their
sanitation habit

Briefing newsmen in his
office, Mr. Abe said the sum
of N0 million spent on
sanitation fn Port Harcourt
city alone has not yiclded
much result as residents of
Port Harcourt and Obio Akpor
local government areas do
not complement the good
gosture of  the -sue
government.

He warned that the
government may be forced 1o
take other measures that may
not be condusive to the
people in the New Year if they
refused to comply with the

i licies and

Aliero promises pilgrims bettei' welfare

overnor Muhammad
damu Aliero of

transportation and other
logistics requirement have
been put in place for smooth
and successful  Haj)

He lhen advised the

exercise which holds l:\rtry

first Saturday of the month,
Abe further noted that the

nul;l;r of accidents llnng

capable of handlin
was o g any
political office.

He said the state
government has cordial
relationship with all the former
hieads of state, presidents and
elder statesmen including
1B whom te
has endorsed Odili as a

Rep seeks community
support over bridge | project

he  House of
Representatives
member for Huruku
federal constituency in
Benue State, Hon. Gabriel
Tarhule Nev, ot the weekend
urged the community to
the  National

since there could name sake
in the South -Sosith zone,
Abe  warned  civil
servants in the state to
restrain from making poblic
statements to the press
owning 1o the fact that the
lml an such attitude still

proposed

 bridge whose contract his
long been awarded but
without cash

He sald on paper, Ih‘

bridge had- long been®™
constructed,  but  that
following much pressure
from members from the state

rudunl government 1o
o bridge across

the

wis alarming and wondered
if people were u:lnslnthﬂ
roud 1o test their vehic

He, howw.mpa!dm’

the drivers to take

immldiuu s 1o be law

and |ImH their
oth roads, |

i

and
themselves in accordance
with the laws of the land and
stipulated rules governing

| 1o savee not only their own

lives and property but also
others

mad |
River Benue unning through
| ‘Bl 5

house commitiee on works
visited the area where they |
discovered that there is no
bridge across the river in
Buruku.
To this end, Hon. Nev
s S S
n
was recommended,

but said that 1ha l‘hdml

Hon. Nev. made the
appeal while briefing his
constituents al various
mmm;mmof
the paramount ruler of
Bl_lmku Zaki David Afaityo

mmwmm

the conduct of the religh
obligations,

The governor also
. |

sl [ that n-h a

g 10 5
that the state Govermior, Dr.
Peter Odili, was nursing the
irm:nllon to run !‘uc Mﬂ?

1
|

of six : committees,
told the people that the 2005
nwma:uumm

trafficking or transacting
iltegal businesses while at the

. Holy Land, threatening that, |
| the government will disown |

any pilgrim caught ivelved |
in such acts.

Police arrest unimaid
student over murder

27 year old student

of the Geology
partment  of
Iy i

Albaro b

G

s Hamidu, has been

that the |
pr!vinun ;uotl recird of

" conduct set by the state

contingent will not only be

maintained but improve upon
this year, |
While wishing them a |

ful and blessed Hauj)

however, office of the Head
of Service was chosen due 1o
its convineing hlue print
handed to the bureau.

The centre hns four

1 sever, 2 printers,
scanners,
photocapiers, 27.5 KVA
generator, | 50,000 cubie water
tanik el a msit for brosdband
utilisation.

Talking over the centre,
the state Head of Service,
Alhiji Ibrahim Manzo, said
the learning centre will
provide civil servants,
students and the public

operation, the governor
wished them safk return after

| the pperation.

heavy duty |

services with condusive |

environment 1o further their
knowledge on vanous figkds.

He pledged 1o sustuin the
profect in order 10 ensure its
ohjective to provide sotirce
of efficient and prudent

The governor who was |
earlier received at the airport |
by the state Amirul Hajj and |
Spedker of the state House of |
Assembly, Albaji |
Muhammad D, Dantani, was
accompanied by  some
menibers o the state
exeaitive council and the |
Secrefary to the state |
governmeant, Alhaji Bala |
Musa Sakaba.

Answering guestions
from journalists  afier |
addressing the intending |
pilgrims, the governor
exprossod salisfaction with
the adequate proparations |
made by the officials and the
eondiset so [ exhibiied by

books, journats and other

of r
knowledge is genemitod.

the intending pilgrims at the
Had camp and the airpor.

arrested by the police for
allegedly Killing his friend,
Haman Rabiu Gambo who
resides in Kano State.
Babagana who 15 now
helping the mlkm.oummlml

. been carried ont and a design
1 made by some expatriate,
| even as he said that was not
enough unless there s
pressure on the govemment
to mward the contract for its
construction.

Hon. Nev also asked his
peaple to also table their
worrics before the National
Assembly as  he said|
leadership is poised to
offl lddmuil;% .li!l m;;:;:

! brought before if to
wh:'i::m;’::‘rmmm? ntwn‘gihenm the people’s |

From damilah Nubw, in Kano |
said that after the deceased
parents  reported  the
disappearance of the bay, the
police in Kano left for
Potiskum  where  they
identified the corpse 1o be that

in Kano with i
in his confessional statement
said that he hit Haman on the
head after an argoment

| ensucd betweon them at

Abbas road, saying when he
discovered thut Haman had
died he left the body in
Haman's car and left for
Aczare, Bauchi State.

He forther stated that
early in the moming he took
off for Azare and fow
Kilometres afler Azare, he
thumped Haman's body by
the rond site and ran over it
with the car to look like an
nccident victum,

The Police Public
Relations Officer (PRRO),
ASP Mohammed Gambo, of
the police commund 2onc
one Kano, who confinmed
the wtory, said that the police
in Azare had discovered the
body which had alrendy

decomposed and deposited

it ar the moruary in
Patikuim.

ASF Moh 4 Gamibo

He also asked the pwple'
to be steadfost in their|
support of the President
Olusegun Obasanjo |
administration, saying its
policies have long term
benefits that require much
security from the people.

Supparted by  the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) members from the aned,
Hor. Nev commissioned his |
constituency offiee where he |
appealed to the people o]

i ¥, who
was also Jast seen with |
Homan was immediately |
arrested.

The PPRO said that
Babugana has revealed where
he had hidden the car which
belonged to Haman, He also
made useful statement to the
police 'on the death of the
vicum.

ASP Mohammed Gambo
then advised parents 1o
monitor the movement of
their children 1o ascentuin | ajways table their noeds for
their compeny. onward consideration,

T QUICK PAINIRELIEF |

1. Message cashion fior quick reliel {rom
fack pain could be wsed in the office,
home by plugging it to cloctricity aod
in your car by mwing car charger. You

tion remote.

2. Micro computer Digital Belt for fast
uwnmy reduction and bood circulation.

3. Citizen Di;ihl Waint lood pretssns
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IDPU honours
b0
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hg;—goﬁn*:ﬁolicg t‘.'on':ll;

‘duties sccording to his
| conscience w'fﬁlshefu

in the

Hortn Eﬂirllc in |

|of
vemment council secre-
||.lr|!l wlnsrn the send-off
was held for the
s, prominent llorin
|indigenes showered en-
| comiums on i Moham-
,a‘m Dikko Abu

mfur.
af the

ling the

|m.. hatencd dhe
Edwmlmlm

fllle Umvmky of Ioﬁn
"Professor  Shuaib Oba
|Abdulrahim, said Alhaji
{»\bub assumed office
‘when the comm was

1

; from political violence

|characterised by killing,
ing and d ion of

mmhdﬂn
Egbonodje

he Kebbi Stale
Governor,  Alhaji
Mubammad Adamu
Aliero, has attributed the

physical  and  human

ns well as
peaceful co-cxistence wit-
nmd in the statein 2004 10

‘mm collapse ofthe highest
nt ﬂ'alln u:??gokl ta
ﬁ" im as a refined

it vy Bt
c entl
mouth nﬂr:'fns offers

the political hui
R ot 1 o o

a5 an

referee in a contest
two

i

the

opmj;mnénppwlnrm

ks New Year message’

1o the people of the state,
Governor Aliero said he, “As
an individual and the
f Kebbi State

have every Teason o n.-mllu

m.qur

Oeientation, Dr.
w—hn‘m
(L) during 2004 National Ministerial Press briefing
recently

Why Kebbi records development

satisfaction the moderate

development recorded in =

cach sector of development
which has considerably
improved the socio-
economic well being of the

He said, a number of -

capital intensive develo-

Hlulrlu!ty su| ey
Ium.ln*

Iy, roads,

o Ciodd and th
people of the state for the

be lefl for postenty.

G

*Md

Aliero
While wishing the people
of the state n happy New Year
and many more roturns,
Aliero urged them
o remain steadfant in their
support,  loyalty and
cooperation 5o that
an indelible foot prints could

—expert urges FG

and

isd “lll made his
further take

In his the
{Grand Khadi of the Sharia
‘Court of Appeal, Justice
Mutallib traced the

the state 1o ;uw_s height
lnst

T:: A; upcni“idn the |
it usiry,
development rince Olu Olo-
gtbese, has. Presidént

Monday,

Junuary 3, 2005

government
chairmen who failed 10
Giovernor Balarmwa
gave the waming while on an

While at Gwadabawa,
Governor Bafarawn visited
the CGwadabawa Rurl Health
Centre and assured the
management of the health

government that he will
remove the council chairman,
failed to iwﬁ!:w on his

while inspecting  the
dilapidated nature of the late
Muazu Model Primary
School in Wurno town,
lamented that the condition
of the school was most
unfortunate.

Governor  Attahiru

will provide the necessary
facilities

Unemployed

Siewasco

Katsina
i—- From Lawsilbeabim. |
A bout 10391
unnmplnytd

i inKa:miS

_mmbeplloudonam

their provision across the
state, directed that the

ondor th Wewly craatod
Katsina  Youths Em-
Scheme (KYES),

newsmen after the

25" end of year regular

council chairman should

be removed from office.
The assured of

his administration’s

cnmmllmcul 1o provide
and

council 8.
the Commissioner of
Information, Alhaji Abdu
Haro Mashi, said degree and
HND holders are to receive
N7,000 NCE and

development to el'fel:tlwiy
hupildn m lhe

vy e

ND holders will get N5,000,
while health technology
graduates and jts equiva-
lents will receive N4,000

Government, he said, has
budgmodk: total of Nm}
ol

_intagos |
mnfmiuimvw

existence and one_nunuully

the

G Aligro however

‘the stale sa: ruls “none
i ar his
responsibilities in - the
i Mohammed

ardid”.

§

Dikko At

Media and  Publicity,
Abdullahi Idris Zuing, said the
governor  noted  with

Kwara NLC commends
Saraki over workers’ welfare

he Nigeria Labour

Congress in Kwarn

Staze has cormimended
Governor Bukola Sarki for
improving the welfare of
workers i the sate, lnaletier
signed by the staie’s
tehairman- of the tinion,
Comrade Emmuanue] Ayes
oribe, the NLC noted with
| Keen interedt the effurt of
Governor Hukola Saeaki in
L improving the living stan-
dard Ihiassis
|of the wate.

“Iuis v necaed gt you
Excellency demu |rnml
exemplary leadership by
tolerating Workers® dis-
senting views on certain
‘government palicies. This
neunn no doubl distin-

YOU 8% AN Accom-
. mudlll \\*: and ¢¢spamwc

| From
| iy forin
wiinehs more dowdic develos
pment, pustiee, peace and
prospenily.
he hl.(. was pasticulerly
ful o the m.cmnr for
Hilling all 1 c promises
tr.mk to workens in the stile
during the electiomecting
campage.
icsc lmlud:;hc imiple-
mentation of 15 4:-.1‘ cent, 30
por cont, and 142 per cent

| continue to

| ship 10 the people

observed that, the cha-
llenges before the govern-
ment are truly enormous and
daunting, but re-assured that

Olusegun Obasanjo to give
the on-going cconomic,
reforms a human fsce,
According to Prince
Ologbese, the [federal
Bovemment rol ]
very hard o defend
ing some inter-

asn {
his administeation will |
ive honeat, |
selfless and minecre leader-

Heex gratitude o
the traditional and religious
leaders, elders o
thought, politicians, security
Lagencies and metbers of the
bussingss community for their
viluahle  alvice. ahd |
workable suggestions to the

overnment in 2004 and

e that they will malmain
lil: 1empo.

To'the civil servants,
Governor ' Altero, com-
tiended them for their |
sicrifices and dedicarion w
diy which he said demon

ference connected with the

| exercise and becanse there is

no visible effects on the
economy and the life of the

e

“I urge Mr. Predident 10
really use this period of new
reflection to sudy his many
refurms carcfully and make
amend where necessary.”
Ologhese sald i the press
release, duted 28 Decomber,
2004

He nioted thit maay shdes
al the president have tried (o
define the reforms but most
of the vime they ron into
tronble ‘as they end up
armaging the exércine

“l-'u'r nstance, i friond of

upward revicws of mun:hll'l | :ﬁm |||m|p|1mlmfnr
m-nm m;mm"lﬂiw'-‘ 1o the paymeat of their
T W o
ol’xmnlh!y HIOR i i S
ofls"'-'iltu;r::l. Erw-;nd..,m‘.'{,, e
salary 1o all fes of L ) m;
i service workers, and rvice ] Uil
;cmluu of notion letlers i ZINIS. Aclinig et

fullyw v A of | he recent retreat c ted

)’Wll “m Iy urge ::\nll.‘noTL categories  of for public. cryanis by the
on this stride,”™ It also commended the | Centre for Democratic

the NLC chairman govornor's political wile in | 5 University, |
| While ing the Wﬂgwm Kang, will enhance
' nvcmor 1o address the 3 workers® salary, | ervice duiwq to the
stices in Kwarn Poly- waler y, road | people and #ffe-

technie, Ilotlnmd Kwara  construction and ‘repo- | £live as wel mﬂh-
Express, Com vation; operation clean and | 1 f public
lwpud lhal 20{'5 “would green, amony others. | mm!ﬂm |

who waniod
m d:rmd the reform onded
up saying be admitted that
people suppase W be veelng
some good results of the
reforms afler so many years
of Baba Iyabo's effort,

He zaid that others

| dmhlmmlhepmml'x

whom they described as
spoilers who have really
damaged and ruin things
before  this  present
ndmlmnlrllion came fo

il.'o‘ Mﬂlﬁmnﬁ‘w

that all the
pm rulers mwwlz are in
one way or the other
involved in the present
ndministration.

“If they arc not ministers,
they arc adyisers or head of
parastatals, agencies or at the

the vxising Katsing training
centre.

The four new centres. to
be located at Batsari, Danyn
anid Kankara local govern-
menis are 1o gulp the sum of |
N11S million for construetion,

executive orgin of the ruling |
party,” Ive skl

He lamented  that|
although Mr. President hnd
always aimed well, but there |
are no good for sincere |
supporters. for him 12|
aceompany s alms of s |
ot

“Those that have been
patin plisce to head differeni
dircetions did not really carry |
the reform in high spirit Hlu:
the prodident; they still | |
belleved that Me: Prissident |
Just wanted them o benetin
and that was all™. i

On the violent artack on |
secunty ayeneies panticularly
in the defumet Bendel area, |
where police could no longer |
handie the security, he sid |
that this was o o result of |
bk counomy, According 1o |
him, the unemployed |
youths In the country are |
wlarming - some of UIITIl'Ii

while the. expansion of

- Kntsina centre will cost the

stiie N25 million,

Giving a breakdown of
uremployed graduates of
teetiary - institutions  n
Katsinia State as at 2004, the -
commiissioeer ofinfomation

| smid ar peekeni, the State hox

352 negrec and HND
imetmnploved trradusies; 2,095
NCE and NI' -~ s equivalent

qualificationss L9T]musing
and - health leehnology
related certificaion holders a8
well as 6,03 post-secondity

and BATC cetfilicate
holders. y
Tl relnted development,

thie state governmant has
aanounced 30 per cent
:llmn;_nulwup the eogistriction.
Cont o sl L‘m':rlﬁu! |
housing ullms and directed
the ¥tate hiousing authority
1o cammence sales of |he|
houses Lo civil serviants ns
well ns individaal

5.
gfe“i:m‘;;‘; bullets than | Also, of the 49 houses.
He xald further that if | “"‘“"{;‘e"“‘""h’? "“’m“
there is no solution o ‘our | $X°TC o] ~
e shotld appmad the sale of 2
maore of such violence in the
year 2005 b the

retrenched
has oul nm‘hmd the
unempl

a

-]



Inside Politics

2007: Fighting for t

the People's D the
Party (PDP) is the largest By 12 Sawust mmmwmﬁm
itical party in Africa, Adamawa State, Boni pothing like zoning the
one may rightly say,itis also  Haruna accused  his  presidency to the North.
the party facing about the Nasarawa Stale  The PDP crisis deepencd
biggest problem in the courterpart, Abdullahi when in September last year,

country considering the
personalitics involved. Crisis
from time to time is a normal
feature of party politics
workdwide and the survival of
aparty depends largely upon
its ability to manage its crises
well. The PDP is confronted
by so many problems since
inception. Most of such
intermal turmoil borders on
the desperate struggle for
supremacy and control of the
party machinery. With a
majority at almost all elective
levels the party has it would
seem so far failed to utilise
its strength in moving it away
from mundanc crises that
h its miachdl At

Adamu of being a sort of
agent of the president
his

General  Ibrah

Babangida, Chiel Tony
Ancnih, Deputy Senate
President, Tbrahim Mantu
and governors like Peter
Odili of rivers, Ahmed
Makarfi of Kaduna and

Vice President Atiku Abubakar

northern senators forum held a
retreat in Sokoto. Though the
forum was chaired by a

The 2007 question

Every witness 1o the
2003 general clection
needs not o be told that the
batle for releance in 2007
started i di after

frontline member of the PDP,
Senator Idris Kuta, many other
PDP senators were barred from
attending the rurnl hy their

Abdullahi Adamu  of
Nasarawa. The likes of
Professor Jerry Gana and
Andy Lba are also lined up
behind the president.

In his first term as Vice
President, Atiku Abubakar

Those

the retreat alleged it was

that contentious contest.
Much of the

o d 1o gamer support for
the presidential ambition of

i i himsell like an
avowed loyalist who saw
nothing wrong in his boss
while at the same time

mﬁ'uamndlhtm
the supy of

General Bab Even at
both the Upper and the Lower

building support for himself
wllhln Illc plrl:r Atiku

the vice President Atiku
Abubakar and those behind
the former military ruler,
General Thrahim

Babangida (1d), first Signs
e L

Chamt of the National
Assembly the PDP caucus is
sharply divided between those
backing the vice Presid

play In: glln! at I.hc

Obasanjo by the PDP
National Chairman, chief
Audu Ogbeh in some
quariers both within and
outside the part. In the letter
dated December 6, 2004

| M L L T R
Chief Andu Oghel

Chielr Ogbeh told the
president: *1am afrid we are
drifting in the same direction
again, In life, perception is
reality and today we are
perceived in the worst light
by an angry, scornful
Nigerian public for reasons
which are absoluiely
unnecessary.” Chiel Ogheh
impliedly heaped the blame
for the protracted crises in
Anambra State on the
President. The Presi 'cnt, in

party p
Chief Audu Osbeh is not

his usual style replied . gbeh
in equally accusatory tone.

Atiku Abubakar and those
behind IBB. These divisions

a point, founding members of
the party were almost forced
1o become imelevant by the
high  level political
manocuvre that has now
assumed the dimension of

party takes the credit for
introducing into the political
parlance the concept of
“family affair™. This was how
' the party handled accusations
of threat to life made by Abia
State governor, Orji Uzor
Kalu against the party’s
chairman board of trustees,
Chiel Tony Ancnih. The

political crisis in

- Anambria State still remains

metaphor for the internal

| erack within the party.

L

themselves when
sometimes last year the
National Chairman of the
party, Chief Audu Ogbeh
reaffirmed that, the PDP
had zoned the presidency
to the North come 2007.
Two weeks later in a
presidential media chat,
President  Olusegun
Obasanjo however, refuted
what Chiel Ogbeh said,

are clearly ined by the
despernte moves for relevance
come 2007, .

The bold division within
To say thathe PDP is now
two-in-one party is only to state
the obvious. President

leaving his political stake 10
chances, and, he put 1o use his
political wits in maintaining
a full grip on who will
become who in 2007,
Apparently he pitched tend
with the Vice President Atiku
Abubakar. Others keenly
behind  Atiku are, the
governors of Abia, Delta,

ol Obasanjo and his
Vice Atiku Abubakar have
distinctly different following
within the party. It is no longer
news that President Obasanjo

Adk Oyo, Akwa-Ibom,
Gombe and Edo.

Letter writing,

Surprise and even shock
grumd the letter written to

has behind him heavyweigh

P 0l

“The Peoples Demaocratic Party (PDP) is of course not a stranger
1o crises. But this one looks like the one that may remain around
Sfor a very long time to come. One of the reasons is that 2007 is
inching on and its like the heat is already on. The barttle for the
soul of the party is now clearly between the Obasanjo/IBB and
Atiku/Ogbeh camps. With the stakes very high, one does not expect
any of the sides to back down easily. But what further damage will
this face-off have on the party which is populated by people
determined to clinch power at all cost will only be determined in
due course. But at the moment it would appear as if the crisis has
nbwdydmemck damage for the PDP to ever be the same again.”

of

Obasanjo told Ogbeh: ‘But
whatever agenda you m.y be
working at, God is always in
and in control. Not oo
long ago I challenge you to
think beyond the ordinary™
this exchange of letters,
the President and his
party chairman underscored
what is perceived 1o be a
struggle for the soul of the
party between forces not
ready to joke with their
relevance come 2007,

The exchange was leaked
to the pubic to uttermost
surprise. Those against Audn
Ogbeh accused him of trying
to be smart by shifting the
whole blame for a problem he
15 part of the president. They
believe not Chiel Ogbeh
leaked his letter 1o the press
to score cheap political point
and point himself in he image
of a saint. Some however
were of the opinbon that it was
the presidency that leaked the
letter 1o the press (o score its
own points.

the soul of PDP

The battle is on

Series  of mecnnss
immediately ensured |
following the exchange 0I'|
letters between Obasanjo and |
Ogbeh with one thing
becoming clear; That is |

Chief Audu Ogbeh has 10
fight a battle of survival. The
Obasanjo/IBB seems all out
to push him out of his|
position. The move thickness |
with  circulation  of
documents alleging financial
recklessness on the pant of
Chiel Audu Oghbeh. It was
alleged that Chiel Audu
Ogbeh had embezzled over
N5 billion party funds. Those
in support of Chief Audu
Ogbeh were however, of the |
opinion that, allegations of

financial indiscipline were |

only a gimmick to witch

haunt Chief Ogbeh, To them |
therefore, the PDP Chairman |
15 only unfortunate to be |
caught in the muddle of a |
titanic battle between the |
President and his Vice.

PDP: is  this the
beginning of the end |

The Peoples Democratic |
Party (PDP) is of course not
a stranger to crises. But this
one looks like the one that
may remain around for a very
long time to come. One of the
reasons is that 2007 is
inching on and its like the
heat is already on. The battle
for the soul of the party is
now clearly between the
Obasanjo/IBB and Atiku/
Ogbeh camps.

With the stakes very high,
one does not expect any of
the sides 1o back down easily
But what further damage will |
this face-off have on the pany
which is populated by people
determined 1o clinch power at
all cost will only be
determined in due course,
Hut st the moment it would
appear as if the crisis has |
already done much damage
for the PDP 1o ever be lhr:
same ngum |




Muonda

Mr.Ghenga Mlawepo is a founding member of the attack on Obasanjo has ittee and
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and its Deputy become an immunity for infact |hey have bn‘en
National Secrétary. He spoke to our reporter, Isa crimes? 5 m:rup:mf MI:
Sanusi on the crises engulping the PDP and other o R e
 political perti T R protracted  crises  in i
MMlpﬂllk:n‘:lxl important as the issues ABENIS e Ehgus i 4y RONL YOI MR he
_vou describe the spate of  mised by the NEC members Oﬂ;ebh-:ld:ll':;lﬂ? EHATERA ":::: °“’l :,:’:
locking almost all  of the party. LRt Ankptn 5. beginaing o
';" s Maay N diversionary. The crisis has  contrel of soul of the PDP
et g hdiend been on for years. Sowhyis  between the president and
I think this is iypical of the facc-off between i middenty’ the/ seFie: r MENIER
g from ckproundol CufAnda Ogheb i rsly Anambes ol e only e 1 ik you eople should
JOMIEAR PA where Ogbeh refuscd 10 be flir to President Obasanjo.
[dictatorship, Moreso, in & all about whe succeeds b Haheibied i
country f"'hl'"" democracy  Obasanjo in 2007, Do you 1o Kwara: siato, Ioul his Vieo “'h"mm Iﬁm‘
was achicved not by the  alsosee it that way? bk Were .y hebmuid B
mmrphofdelmm'.ntlc values Well there mutst be such dl uly elected but the state ull-in‘l'm Orta
but by the death But o me, tiknd ke I hould .:‘*u
of a dictator such things  that is not the issoc and | ‘.‘“‘“‘m" = ’“. Y say ul NK" e
should not come as a  think it is important that we
| : A Mr. Ogbeh changed 1o
surprise. Sqsome afthe rules  examine the real i the i gl i mw :::ﬂhm
at ulmuld'luude 4 new  NEC members have mised. who did not even conlest. oy him ‘:wl’l P‘“":]
ey did not triumph - Members of the party The NEC sus od. that i vugh Gene
d so they are still in  executive have said that Mr, chuiﬂm bll!‘“n :’ Ogbeh Abdulsalami ﬂhm Vice
| contention. S0 il is normal  Ogbeh has been spending o that President Atiku am
tand will continue until it the party's moncy for thice Wi Just €
|comes o an equilibrium  years without a budget in ::L"I‘:'n:r:’;'ﬁ:::':; any other. He was placed
'where some values are  contravention of Article 14,  Mr. Ghenga lawepo g dt above peaple like Prolessor
accepted and settled. Section 16(B) ofthepanty’s o, o5 The NEC is given commitice. For three years rs are socing him, He il e m'd'
' Your party the PDP is  constitution. Members of power aver policy decision My, Ogbeh has ww !lle did the in Abin. NEC Adamu iromy - an
swimming in  crisix  the party exceutive have e displine of officers of the o of took a""“'", S Abubalcir Rimi. Hew!lmnh
Chiel  said that Mr.LOgbeh caniol party, guideli for for the party in TS e \fmhuiduu-nprlumk
Audu Ogbeh’s letter to  account for NSbillion. instiom ol it wid of Article 14, m“; onsed lnydpemm Wikt did not contest for and |
president Obasanjo... Th:yl have cxlubll.sd the cnnduc! °r party Scetion l6 (L) of party o is scca ag _Tink he should thank ﬁm‘l
(Cuts in) I think Mr. and i b } of So what you 4 yood man. You e The President ntdnu i,
Ogheh was just being smar.  instruments that have been  committee preparation of  have is a complete dictilor  poy being fair to this country 70" ¢ the politiciss, you
| am aware that prior to the !:mmib)'Mr.{_)gbehnlom budget ind recruitment of the — that has inken over the party  and are not being, fair to know those who are party
lculcr. Me. Ogbeh has been  in contravention of _lhc socretariat stafT. But now 1o the lasion of other lism and you are no men morethan me, So, | will
facing chtllllenmcl from bloih party financial guidelines  whar you find is that in the  party stalwart who have the ion;cr journalists but ﬂhWywmmmofl?ﬂ
the National Executive that require two other |aq three years all these  right to partici in-the Firics party men. He gave him
| Council (NEC) and the  signatories. powers of the NEC have been adenlititration of the party Now what is the way Podrds and parastaials to
National Working Commitiee Members of the NEC  oorfarmed by Mr. Ogbeh  in with the  farward for the party? y handle, allowed him control
NWC nflhemmdwsﬂ accused Mr. Ogbeh of  gione. And you sce these are — constitution of the party and Any advice: | have for O & mumber of key
oL f 8 powersf the  yerjous issuey because the the principle and traditions  President Obasanjo will be which made
breach  of “the pnly whale NEC to himself, Let NEC is the party, For instance  of the PDP. s D b a5 him the most powerful vice
colm_nluunn They are me tell you, the Plllf WS during our temire the NR(' Don't you seeall this s senior ofthe party. | President in the world and
t!llllqlng I.lpll)l:hllhnstl!ll!l- formed by g d blished being & strwggle for control  Jon't need 1o nidvice him on e most powerful in the
For instance, some times in  democrats whol made sure  cpmmittees because that h of the party between the  he T e mem— history of Nigeria. But don't
March, | understand even  that powers given 10 the  whee the experienice of the  forces of Atiku and that of Far Mr. Ogbeh. he docs not  Torzet that thess wore pawers
members of the national  various  organs  are party leadors who were not  IBB? e iy for delegated or “nust. So when
Working Col have withthelevel  mombers of NEC areutilized.  Of whatrelevanceistht — hree years he has closed  Youbegint vilk about Atiku
confronied him, that theyare  of representation in such  we  pad  establishment 10 the issues mised by the  down all the avenues, that s and Obas 1,3 2007 you are
E0Ing fo raise ihe issuc  organs. So, carc has been  conminee which deal with  NECoftheparty?Isthatthe ihe commitiee system Actuall insulting M.
before the National Executive — taken in making the NEC 4 qocritment and deployment  license for Mr. Ogbeh to s which party faithfuls  Preside  nd 1 think Islam
| Council. Secing that he was  broad body. In the PDP of gy, We had a monitoring — spend party funds withouta  can offer and advice party temch 41 to respeet those
|3""" 1o be put on the spot P{""‘"'"] Exceutive  committee that monitors  budget? Is that the license  administration. hig! athority. So what |
|l‘s'“ on  questions of  Commitice you have the  y, ornments and their for him to appropriate Why are these ©%» ' from the Vice
integrity heqm.kly found s President, National policics. Wo had finance  powers of the NEC? s that  allegations against Mr. ¥ =s'c sat, whatever his
Lo by A ¥ ; commilice, We hud women  the license to spend billions  Ogheh coming only mow? ar L Lion, he should wait on
feaking the letter he wrote o Gnve:no‘rn‘ National pyobitization committee,  of naira without sccounting I'm not & memberof the 1088 especially a bass
President Olusegun  Officers, State Chairmen and — cocurity  and  welfare  for it or approval? So an party Natiooal P2 'e':l’wh?:-: "“‘“‘:_
= benevol ferms of

Obasanjo. And | think that
witk quite smart of him. He
perfectly understands the
psychology of Nigerian
media. Since there is an
atmosphere of Obasanjo
bashing anyone that comes
up to attack Obasanjo even
if the person s a thief, the
media will transfer the person
| o a saint, a gentleman and a
democral. who is being
|haunted by 8 supposed
| dictnor,

But, the point is not the
letter per se but the issues
chief Ogheh raised...

| (Cuts in) That s not of
. {any malgpial dmpartinee
| because th letter a8 far os |
< bty F cbncernibd s Lis

|iversionary, it is not as

I'think Mr. Ogbeh was just being smart. I am aware that prior to thy:
letter, Mr. Ogbeh has been facing challenges from both the National
Executive Council (NEC) and the National Working Committee NWC
of the party on charges of financial impropriety and breach of the
party constitution. They are building up to challenge him. For
instance, some times in March, I understand even members of the
national Working Committee have confronted him, that they are
going to raise the issue before the National Executive Council. Seeing
that he was going to be put on the spot light on questions of integrity

-

e

“he-quickly found a convenient distraction by leuﬁngfhe letter he
wrate to Prastdem Oh:segml Obm:qo.

-

delegation of authority, You
see all these things between
Obasanjo and Atiku who
about controls the party is
actually sickening to me, In
which state in this country
do you have a contest for
control of the party between
CGiovernor and his deputy or
‘where the party chainman has
as much an opinion contrary
to its Governor not even to
talk of fighting. Whatever
limitations of President
Obasanjo has ax a human
hmu as we all have our

as mortals, we
should be fuir 1o the old man
nnd ot seck fobtnilinge him, |
bechue if we do so we will |

© be humilisting our country |

and

e M S v i




arlier this month
E Wanderley
e Luxemburgo coached
Jantos 1o the Brazilian title,
He has now won thg
shampionship five times with
foer different clubs.
A nondescript full-back in

s playing days,

F Iooking to be number
one in the world 10
those aiming tora place in the
top 100, BRC Spoet highlights
the players to watch in 2005,

THECONTENDERS

JOACHIM
JOHANSSON: The man
charged with saving Swedish
tennis made a preity good
start in 2004 and has the game
1o threaten the very best in
the next |2 monthg.

As interest in tenais
declines in his hote counmry
with the golden years of Borg,
= Wilander and Edberg long

gone, Johansson has proved

1 shot'in the arm for the sport

with his ulirs-modem game

The man previously best
known for going out with

Lleyton Hewitt's sister Juslyn

Luxemburgo’s test of character

Darily Trose

ORI

Luxemburgo the coach i n  can  he become a  ofcument Brazil coach Carlos

phenomemon of Brazilian phenomenon of global  Alberto Parreira,

football. football? He should know. A few
The question now, as he *The force of his will 1o weeks ago Parrcim helped

takes over af Real Madrid, is  win is striking,” is the verdict

Tennis: Ones to

rom those players

e headdlines of his own in
2004, climbing 101 places in
the rankings 1o number 11
and claiming his fist fithe in
Mermphis.

And with the third best
service stats on tour and 4
huge forehand, he pulled off
the remarkable feal of
overpowering defending
champion Andy Roddick on
his way 1o the LS Opeti semi-
finuls

SYETLANA
KUZNETSOVA: Tomark the
world numbet five and US
Open champion oit is one fo
watch may not requine great
powers of foresight, but
Kunetsova looks to have the
qualitics (o go even further,

Her progression has been
impressive, fiom world junior
champion in 2001 10 WTA

Kinznetiires

fiewcomer of the year in 2002
and world number 35 by the
end of 2003

However, in the year
Russian players took over the
women's game, Kismetsova
made hee mark, reaching six
Tinials mpd winning two tithes,

organize a forum for Brazilian
coaches

Luxemburgo gave a
lecture which buill up to an
extraondinary climax.

At the time, Santos were
involved in a two-horse race
for the title against Atletico
Paranacnse, “1 want my
opponent ko die” he yelled.
I wint Atletico to die.”

1t left & nauseating taste
in the mouth. Two Brazilian
players had just dropped
deud on the ficld.

Luxemburgo's words
were monumentally il-fudged.

Hut that is the man. He
throws his whole beiig into
the quest for victory. His total
commitment and atiention 1o
detail arc the reasons behind
his success,

But his lack of limits
makes him vulnerable for a
fall. In his playing days he
knocked three years off his
age and appeared for a Bl
Under-20 side when he was
really 22

A Congressional
Commission of Inquiry

watch in 2005

the Paris Masters.
TATIANA GOLOVIN:
Golovin is almost typical of
the modern female tennis
player in that she was bom in
Moscow, mised in Lyon and
learned her tennis in Florida
And she displays the

Monday, January

revealed that he had more
than 20 bank accounis
stuffed with millions of dollacs
whose origin he could not
convincingly explain.

And, of course, there i
his chiaotic two-year spell in
charge of the Brazilian
national team.

Luxemburgo took over
after France 98 and his finst
words in change were: “I come
with the that T will

. A

e — '

football at least, he has a |
consistent  record  of |
producing teams that win in
style,

He has got the best out |
of the likes of Rivaldo and
Edmundo (al Palmeiras),
Freddy Rincon (Corinthians),
Alex at Crueeiro and Robinho |
al Santos.

His time with Flamengo |
and the national team was |

be successful.”™

He talked about his
“macro plan.” And he gave
the impression of an ego on
the lpose, trying 100 hard o
impress.

Although he won the
1999 Copa Amernica, he never
looked happy in o job that
tests the character of the man
maore than the quality of the
coach.

Some of his selections
were craven atiempts 10 get
the press on his side.

Even at his worst, though,
he was usually capable of
improving the side with
shrewd substitutions,

Luxemburgo elaims that
he s a calmer, more mature
figure these days.

And, in domestic Brazitun

on the way, itlooks like there
is plenty more (o come,

ON THE VERGET: While
every lmiment seema 1o
throw up a new Russian
woman with world-beating
potential, the men's side has
been less fruitful,

But following in the
fi ps of Marat Safin from

imcluding Flushing qualities expeeted of all
Meadows products of the Bollett
The power she displayed  Academy, in that she is
in hrashing  Elena lentlessly aggr from
Dementievn to win the US  the baseline, o supeth athlete,
Open was awesome and, and rurely ventures io the net
provided she ¢an contro] it Like Maria Sharapova -
better than in her Fed Cup  the star of 2004 - Golovin has
final defeats, K hiss g i e spirit and will

the cool temperament to
challenge for the top spot.

THE PRODIGIES

GAEL MONFILS: There
have been more junior world
number ones to disappear off
the radar than make the
breakthrough atthe top olibe.
game, but Monlils looks sct
w buck the trend.

He his dominsied the

Juridr cireuit, winning bl for

ubirand, Slam tinles, and hos

atreidy made mroads on the

= menlor eireull,

A0 Jins fall and with a
huge serve, Manfils, s not
exuetly strugplinie ke up
with his senior countomarts,
ax Thoman Engvistsmd
particulacly Clivier Rochis
can testify alter losing to the
‘ectuger this yoar, .

Andeven'Llcyton Hewit, |
struggled 1o contain Monfile
when be odged past hio w

1o win that has already made
the ustunl “glamour girl"* talk
redundant

And alter storming from
365 in the world 10 number 27
in just 12 months, reaching
the fast 16 at two Grand Slams

Manfils

the Russian number one’s
home Spartak club in Moscow
has been the equally hard-
hitting Andreev,

Like Safin, Andreev
maoved to Spain at the age of
15 to develop his baseline
game and, if power is the key
1o 1he modem game, Androcy
is on the right track.

He made the
breakthrough with a fourth-
round place at Roland Graemos,
blasted his hero Andre
Agasyi ol the court al
Quieen’s and made two (il
a0 his way 10 a first top-50
firiish,

JELENA JANKOVIC:
The 19year-old has proved
infurintingly hard fo predicr
bt aberwed enpigh in the ks
12 months to suggest she
could threaten the top. [0 m
the year to come

And despile falling to
make it past the second
round of a Grand Slam,
Jankovie managed 10 move
upthe ings every month.
ls-ﬂﬂﬁsh from 5100
Junuary to hes cyprrent place
ol28 °

hadowed by |
his fall out with Romario, but |
Luxemburgo is far from th:l
only coach who found the |
litthe man too hot 1o handle, |
Handling the stars of |
European football, though, is
new terrtory. Brazilian club |
sides nre not the multilingual, [
multicultural melting pot of |
contemporary European |
L. \
Adjustments, will have to |
be made to the methods of |
mtivation and team building |
that Luxemburgo hus used so |

There will be no lack of |
effort on his part, and no lack |
of talent. But it will be|
fascinuting 1o see whether be |
can stand up to the test of |
chameter, |

As another product of the |
Bollettieri production line, |
Jankovie hits the ball hard and |
flat from the baseline, |
especially on the backhand, |
and can run all day, |

The niext step is to repeat |
the kind of performance that |
saw her beat Elena}

Exementieva in the first round
of the 2004 Australian Cpen. |

rdovin

Jamkovic
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Dame Kelly - an annus mirabilis

elly Holmes has
waited a long time
or the titles and

trophies she won this year -
but it was worth the wait.
The 34-year-old middle-
distance runner won an
amazing Olympic double
with two gold medals, and
has been made a Dame in the
New Year Hummm List.

years | had and now [ am as
happy as | could ever be.

“This year will be one |
will forget as long as
live,” said Holmes.

The 34-year-old enjoyed a
dazzling six days at the
Athens Olympics when she
won both the B00m and
1500m titles.

“This has been an
i

“I'm
I can’t believe hnn it tumed
out for me after all the low

HOLMES’ RISE
TO STARDOM

Born: 19/4/1970

1993: Wins AAA and UK

titles

1994: European B00m

gilver; Commonwealth
gold

World

Championship  800m

1996: Suffers stress
fracture a1 Atlanta

1997: Suffers Achilles

injury  for  World
Chsigi

1998: Commonwealth
Lsoomm

2000: Olympic 200m
bronze

2001: lllness scuppers
worlds

2002: Commonwealth
1500 gold; European 800m
bronze

2003: World
|Championship B00m silver
2004: Double Olympic

gold = 1 500m/B00m

Adere’s

e WOMEN's moe wis
Iy entirely an
an affair, Berhane

Adere ook her Fourth
Bolzano win in 16:14 with a
three-second gap over Edith
Masai, The first laps were o

slow and tactical race. Mas:

ex ry year for me,
Tulfilling my lifetime dreams
of becoming Olympic
champion - not just once but
twice,” added the BBC
Sports Personality of the Year
winner.

Of her latest honour, she
said it was amazing that “a
girl brought up in a humble
council house could be made
Dame Kelly Holmes™.

Despite her modesty, such
awards and acclaim are
worthy reward for a
rollercoaster ride of a career
on the track.

Having won the English
Schools 1500m title, Holmes

turned her back on athletics |

at the age of 18, opting
instead for a life in the army,

It took the encourngement
of an army coach to rekindle
the fire of competition in the
aspiring athlete, who admits
to having been “army barmy™
at the time.

She returned 1o the track in
1992, making an impact
almost immediately.

Within 12 months she was
the 800m national champion,
adding the 1500m title to her
collection in 1994

However, her 10-year
journey from national to
Olympic champion has been
toriuous al times

Holmes had 1o contend
with a host of injunes that
affected her form and
afflicted her Olympic hopes

At Atlanta in 1996, she
finished outside the medals in

Sports

fourth place while running
the B0OOm with a stress
fracture. She spent the next
seven weeks in plaster.

Al the Sydney Games she
went one better, picking up
bronze in the B00m, & result
made all the more impressive
by the fact her preparation
was limited to just six weeks
of training after being laid
Tow by a virus

And her previous visit 1o
Athens had ended in disaster
on the ek,

A ruptured Achilles rendon
and tom calf muscle in the
1500m heats at the 1997
World  Championships
destroyed her hopes of a first
major title.

It is impossible to guard
against such unknowns, but
on her return to the Greek
capital seven years later,
Holmes ensured that, injury
permitting, she would be in
the best shape of her life.

Two years prior to the
Olympics she based herself
in South Africa and spent

hat should be the

I message (o America’s

promoters after some

encouraging progress in
2004,

While their British

counterparts struggled to

time training with
Mozambique's Maria
Mutola, the world's premier
B00m runner.

The hours on the track with
Mutola inspired her toaspire
to greater heights, and the
months they spent apart
before the Olympics helped
Holmes realise she could tum
the tables on her former
training partner, as she
proved in Athens,

A home-straight burst
helped the Briton secure the
narrowest of wins in the
800m, with Mutola trailing in
fourth.

Six days later, imbucd by
the confidence that victory
brings, she surged to gold in
the 1500m having bided her
time towards the back of the
field until the bell,

Her decision to go for the
double wis a last-minute one,
but as the clock ticks on
through the autumn of her
carcer, the laurels and the
memories will last a lifetime.

Bo

‘More of the same

Bl(- FIGHTSTO HOP

title and the biggest
reputation in boxing.

Briton Howard Eastman
heads the queue for a shot,
but the line goes round the
block and some of the
altematives are also mouth-
watering and eminently

make an impact, some
B ly-pulsating match- il
ups were made across the

pond.

And there 15 every chance
more will follow in 2005,
the centre of much of
the excitement is the great
Bemard Hopkins, ow of
the undisputed middleweight

Foremost among them are
US light middleweight
champion Ronald “Winky™
Wright and Puerio Rican
comehack kid Felix Trinidad,
who may fight-off for the
right to take on Hopkins

sets s1ghts on indoor season

went to the lea riefly
although none of the leading
contenders 1 ¢ ook the
n the early stages

initiany

ached limax
¥ 1o go when the
Weissteiner, i

local favourite, pushed the
e closely followed by
\i asai, Denboba and Adere,
Welssteiner had returned to
competition after being
forced to miss the Enropean
Cross Cuountry
Championships duc to o bout
of flu,

The Africans icreased the
pace and the leaders
a 406 spln for the seon
and 4:00 for the third lap

With about 600 metres 1o
o Ad

opened a decisive
gap over Masai and went 1o
win in 16:14, with the
greatest case from Masai
Adere is another “local
favourite” of the fans in
Bolzano because she had
already won here in 1997,
2002 and 2003

“I um preparing very well
back home, so | expected to
win today, Tomormow 1 will
fly back to Ethiopia to
prepare for the indoor season.
my first race
in Stutigar
& run the 3

wsaidAdere, o

\'h-nll.ll Itml
I Sergiy Lebid (Ukmaine)
28:23

2 Stefanc Baldini (ltaly)

hin  Ritzenhein

(USA) 28:24

4 Jousd Gharib {Morocco)
28:54

5

d Kipchumba
Keny 2
& Meba Tadesse (Ethiopia)
29:02
Pedro  Ru
(Portugal) 29:22
& Giabricle De Nard (Italy)

Silva

Women (5 km):

I Berhane Adere
{Ethiopia) 16:14

2 Edith Masai (Kenya)
16:17

3 Merima
(Ethiopia) 16:25

4 Justina Bak (Poland)
16:29

5 Renote Rungger (lialy)

35

Denboba

16:35
6 Ilu.-ila Rota Gelpi (Italy)
16:3

‘H\nna Incerti (Ttaly) 16:42
& Silvia Weissteiner (Italy)
16:42

Hopkins v \\'ng!\ﬂ'nmdnd

Toney v Byrd/Ruiz
Mayweather v Tsayu

Cory Spinks reigns as
the welterweights and looks
short of real challengers.

But below him is the global
melting pot that is the light
welterweight

In the. m:n%
Mitchell o
"‘J.‘v . - &

lease’

Mayweather (USA), with
Kostya Tszyu (Australia),
Vivian Harris (Guyanal,
Arturo Gatti (Canada),
Miguel Angel Cotto (Puerto
Rico), Ricky Hatton and
Junior Witter (England)
adding to the flavour,

Mayweather, in particular,
will be hungry for success,
having left behind his world
titles at lightweight.

There are plenty ol
American “contenders” at
heavyweight as well, but
quality is lacking.

Established pros Chris
Byrd (IBF) and John Rui®™
{WBA) have yet to con
the public that they are
champions in anything but
name.

And there appears to be a
shortage of young ta
coming through to challe

them -

It may yet fall to “Lights
Out™ James Toney to shake
the division out of its lethangy
in 2005

- he at least ¢ e
relied on for excitement, big
crowids and value for money

ONE TO WATCH

Juan Dinz has plugged the
gap left by Floyd
Mayweather at lightweight
and has caused a big stir,

At 21, he became the
youngest world title holder
by beating Mongolian WBA
champion Lakva Sim by
unanimous decision.

And 2005 could be thm
year he makes the division his
own, although compatriot
Diego Corrales, Jocl
Casamayor (Cuba), Jose Luis
Castillo  (Mexico) and

LAcelino
have somet
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Depleted Chelsea have look of champions - Mourinho

h:heu!mecn: look

ﬁrc«po’lnl lead  over

i pions after
Snnminy s viclory
[over Liverpool, coach Jose

. Mourinho says, but his

depleted squad face another
test of their title credentials
‘when they camplete thejr
holiday at home
‘1o Middlesbrough on

i Erol

Arsenal going
into the second hall of the

Manchester United are
breathing down the necks of
the top two, Alex Ferpuson's
in-form side having won
eight of their list nine games
10 it nine points adrift of the

Adate dell 3 ol i

| Seeking ingland s
. top division for the first time
[umu 1955, Chelsea hold a

mmmw
Chnhunlu&yvlcluyn

rsenal | manager
Arsene Wenger has
witned Chelsea that
'the champions are getting
‘back to their best after they

~ came from Dull:h forwand
“Talal El
‘equalised Ljungbergs

Karkouri
first

* gonl at The Valley in this all-

London afaic bu ate taking
far

Anfield on Saturday and the
significance of the win was
not 1651 on Mourinho or his
players,

“You have 1o chase the
luck but normally the luek is
around champions at the
right moment, in the right
place,” said Mourinho,

“When you score . goal
in the lust 10 minutes of a
game where the draw is the
finir result then | think itis the
Wnrsmmm;

Playing four games in a
nine-day peniod has aken its
toll on a Chelsea squad
ravaged by illness,

“We have a new player
amongst us called virus, It is
the (u virus, it 1% the stomach
virus, it is the throat vinus.
Everybody is full of it — me,
‘my assistunt, John Terry,
Wayne Bridge is in bed,
{Alexei) Smertin is in bed.
added Mourinho,

"(krtmlmml.h:huu:h

Venger confident as Gunners maintain

pressure on Chelsea

side | have foced simce | have

nmr ‘the festive perM. the
(Gunners are looking in
omminous fonm.

*Our last three away
games have been like cup
and betier in every game,”
| saiid Wenjeer.

. "If we are consistent, |
\beliove we have a good
(chance and we were very
strong loday (Suturday),” the

“We needed to dig decp.
That s the toughest Chititon

;Gazza serlously ill in hospital

| F aatmmlunal Paut

been in Englund and they
were very difficult w beat.”
Wenger also praised van

Persie after he scored his

socon Pmnimhip goal of
the season.

The former Feyenoord
striker has been criticised
since arriving at Highbury
with reports in the English
press suggesting he was on

the verge of being solil after

_ﬁillnnhmﬂulm

Bm van Pwrdu meat

popularly known as Gazea,
colllphﬂl at home on

{ill in bospital mfl'crmg from
ipreumonia and a possible

= collapsed lung, Britain's

|N¢w of the World tabloid

Gmnlwlc. the 37-year-
‘old former midfield dynamo

might und was
Mwm‘s_&mm

mdlmur&lwahyxm
He has preumonis and a
possible collapsed lung.

- They're testing for other

probloms,” his agent, Alex
Armitage,  told  the

“He's serious. It's a
possibility he's got 101 thing
wrongs with him,” Armitage
was quoted as saying.

*It's: bloody awful,

volley ended Charltons
resistance and Wenger

* believes the forward and his

other young charges will
prove: their quality as the
seasot develops.

"1 always give my players
six months to adapt and Van
Persie has shown today that
hic can be da " said

replacing Robert Pires on the
left side of midfield, with
neither youngster letting him
down,

With Jermain Pennant
getting a rare cameo late on
nnd Philippe  Senderas

Sol Campbell

but he wasn’t ready 10 play
because he had o temperature

Manchester City at Highbury
on Tuudny and th:

of almost 40 degrees. For the
mext  game  against
Middlesbrough, if the virus
doesn't wake up strong we
have the same 15 players, If
e attacks again then | don't
know how many.”

Arsenal, after their dip in
form in /November, have
bounced back with five wins

Afrom their last six. Arsene

Wenger's  side  host

Tuesday after Englaml
international Campbell
hobibled off:

Arsenal ook the lead
against the run of play when |
van Persies clever pass
fisund Patrick Vicira in the
penalty area and the Arsenal
captain. fed the ball la'
Ljungberg, who spun and

Aired low past Demibely

isonly
llml the champions keep
winning

“We are getting better
and better with every game.
And we are making the title |
e more interesting for the |
public,” Wenger said after
Amsenal’s 3«1 win at Charlton
on Saturday.

“1 am not worried
Chelsea’s resulis — if th
are still five points ahead with
six games ' go then 1 will |
look at their results.”

United, like Chelsea and
Arsenal, have won three out
of three games over the

| holiday period 1o give the

Premier League stndings n
fumiiar fecl ut the start of the |
year,

Free-seoring Toltenham
Hotspar, like United in a rich
vein of form, are the visi

“to Old Trafford on Tuesda;

- United, still without the

wwﬂ: the end, Wenger
{ngain his belie!

Wenger.
‘“He  started  at

Portamouth which would
have been a shock to the

J w&rnph’umﬂm

from Holland because of the
lack of space, and then he
played ol Newcantle, He is
petting berter nll the time. l

“We finished the game |

‘with six or seven players |
between 18 and 21 years of
age and they will all learn.
They all played very well but
in March, they will be
stronger because they will

in his younger players.
Wenger will not risk the
unfit Pascal Cygan so
Senderos may be forced into
i full Premiceship debut
ugminst Manchester City on

Charlton I the
stroke of half time when Bl
Karkouri fired an unstoppable |
A5.yard shot beyond Manuel
Almunin from Matt Hollands
short free-kick, lheﬁmgmlll
MMM&MM&!N,

of Premi

ded Wayne Rooney
who is serving the second of |
a three-match ban, have |
fimess  worries  over
Ronaldo who hobbled off lnte
the 2-0 win a1
Middlest h on New

2 Prof, Jerry Cinna
A D Urish Anguly
. Mrs Rhadn || Kimlu

Any objection to the registimion shouli be General Affai
have so much more Co:lmhm“n'\eulo-!“:ﬂnjl 19% mmm 28y uf s publication. wieTH |
expenence.” | Sigmed: |

Wengger started the game | Mrs Rhoda . Kwashi, |
with Justin Hoyte at cights Gl
+ back in place of the mjured |
Lauren and t‘lul Clichy
I i S e i SRy i
p c-mtm-uﬂ-lu-mm-tlm
The tnastens
in Australia’s newly-formed yepetee.
Addcague. i fe
w!m! Glu:‘l'md:;t;t s.iunmmumdlnaqn:r_u,,u.,‘:.:;_ semeral Corpare Wose Zine
i
his hand op to be coach of Secretary
the Newcastle Jets, —_—mm—m—
Gl e LOSS OF DOCUMENT
earlier this year he wanted 1o
be known as GE in a bid w | This 15 1o inform the g 1 public that Allocation D i g Plot No. 1305 of
distance himself from his | | 1000m? and Mot No. lian'lWlleuFHAhMWuer Prrick Kaurn
" jon as an aleoholic | | wnd Felix Mond, sl
hellraiser  who  had Whoever found it. Should lee return to the nearest Palice Station or the sbove |
his mlent. adidross.
He also quit as player- Shgned: |
couch a1 League Two side Jude Orbaga [
Boston saying he intended 1o Federal Housing Kuru, Abuja

study  for a cmu:hmu
qualification |
Gascoigne enjoyed a

1, MUHAMMAD ADAMU, now wish fo be addressed ns SHU'AIBU GARBANCAC

pneumonia. But he's in colourful carcer  with | Abwjn

hospital and being very well | N e, Tottenham, Lazio | pme

Aooked after with his loved - and Rangers.and played 571 by formerly AISHA USMAN, now MRS AISHA UMAR_Former documents remaia valid. |

ones_all around him.” he  times for England. | | General public 1o note.

nikded, He had-a bricf stint as a - :

_.m’r“m"f‘?"“’ﬂ :ﬁ player-couch in Chinabefore | §). ¢ 0oy known as FATIMAABDULLAHIKASSIM, tow wish to bé Knowii'ss MRS

Tocwee: Eaghhod TiidfiMer " player sl M‘h &Wmmm mw%mmmhmw !
 hadupplied fora coachingjob Wolves. : e —




Galadima gets executive

‘A Chairman [brahim
Galadima will in the
new week be

conferred with
executive powers as part of
the ongoing reforms at the
| Nigeria Football
| Association (NFA).

A top official told KICK
OFF on Satufday that
Galadima will emerge
s Chief Executive Officer of
|the NFA on Monday while

| former ummlumnnl Segun

- Odeghbami as

-general will be the
ief Accounting Officer.

These are part of the
reforms to do away with the|
contentious Decree IOI|

which makes the Secretary-
the Chief executive
and the NFA chairman a mere
figure head. Galadima will
'now head a “small and
manageable™ board made up |
13

members.

This board will be made
up of wpwsanlnu\-cs of the
country's® eight football

nes, two from the Pro
Qagut board, a
presentative from the|

Women’s Pro League,

The secretary-general
and a representative of the
Sporis Ministry are also on
this board but both will have
na votiing nghts.

The board’s life span is till
29 November after which
‘fresh elections will be|

heonducted for a new board|
that will run the standard four-

~ Odegbami steps into Ogunjo

ormer International
Striker, Chief Segun
Odegbami (MON) will

today resume as the new
NFA secretary-general in

~Tplace of Chief Taiwo

powers

year term as prescribed by
world soccer governing body
I"IFA

the

the office he will be moving
o Monday.

The league board office is
the Team Nigeria office in
Wuse Zone | in Abuja.

Thc bonrd plans [
this

secretary of the Pro League
board, Salihu Abubakar, has
taken receipt of the keys to

Disu joins Lobl --

ormer national leam

coach Tunde Disu has

pitched tent with
Premier League club Lobi
Stars for the coming season.
A top source close 1o Lobi
boss Dominic lorfa told KICK
OFF that Disu, who most
recently handled Pro League
outfit NITEL FC of Lagos, has

signed a year's deal and |

replaces Belgian coach

Maurice Cooremans, whose |

contract was not renewed.
Torfa himself was not
available for comments s he
is presently away in England
on holidays with his fumily.
Disu has been involved in
the national team set-up for
over two_decades, handli

mnlhnocmnnpmﬁublne
prml for the Premier and Pro

down to defeat Soyfet Hriiog
in the FIFA World
Championship. in \snud\
Arabia in 1989,

'I‘!nFlyngngluwﬂdl A
the way to play in the |
championship game against |

Portugal, who paraded such |
stars like Figo.

Board

the Engles, Flying Eagles as
well as the Golden Eaglets
He is best remembered for
what is now referred to as
“The Damman Miracle' ns the
national Under-20 team
fought back from four swk

Ogunjobi, who was cased
out of office penultimate
Thursday.

he NFA board ha
petitioned President
Ol Ob

and the I\allnrml a\‘selnhly
over the recent reforms in the
NFA by the Spons Minister,
Col. Musa Mohammed.

The board, which hold an
emergency meeting last
Wednesday 1o deliberate on

management on ad hoe basis
1ill November this year a new
board of the Nigeria Football

Odegb a former
munhtr of the NFA board

comes in with a new

(NFF).
Elias Gora, (national
competitions), Bassey Ekpo

Poor form troubles Okocha

olton captain: Austin
*Jay Jay" Okocha has
admited that the

club's slump has caused him
= many slcepless nights
Balton's slide from the top
four to the edge of the

Hhmeha

relegation zone has been as
surprising as it has been
swift.

Talk of Europesn
qualification, even
Champions League football,
has now been replaced by a

fear of a return 1o the bad old
days of relegation battles
For Okocha, who
acknowledges that his loss of
form has coincided with
Bolton"s slump, the worrying
run, and his part in it has led
1o bouts of nsomnia,
Okocha said: “l never
thought that our bad run
would last this long and | am

petitions 0

By Patrick Andrew

the purge of the NFA
management and  the
withdrawal of government
nominees and non-elected
members in the NFA board,
consigned the petition to the
President and NASS on
Thursday.

bi’s shoes

(public relations), Mahmud
Maharajs, (international),
Muss Ahmadu (Marketing),
Henrietta Ukaigwe, (female) |
and the HOD of the finance
and aceounts, who would be
appointed by the office of
the Accountant General of
the Federution

These will hold forte
pending the appoiniments of
substantive officers by the
new NFF board to reflect the

new Act, which will be
promulgated soon
Similarly the new

management will assume the
functions of fashioning out
modalities for the semi

having sleepl nights
because of it. | know that my
form has been poor during
this bosing run and that is why
1 have not been sleeping well
because it is always in my
thoughts.

“1 am an honest person
and have 1o admit that | have
not been at my best. | look at
mysell first before criticising
others but, as a team, we have
also not been at our best.”

He added: “1 think other
teams now understand how
we play and they are leaming
to match us. Our big
challenge is to show that we
deserved to be where we
were carfier this season and
we have o start winning

of this situation and climb the
table again.”

again to do that. 1 wm very,
~confidentthat we wilkget out

league and
would equally serve an ad
hoo basis,

Sports Mimister Musa
Mohammed had announced
that the board will funetion
in lieu of an elected board by
club owners probably until
November, this year,

Alhaji  Sani  Lulu
Abdullahi, Felix Owolabi,
Amanze Uchegbulem

Ibrahim Abubakar, M. G.
Umar, Ade Ojeikere and
Aisha Falode constitute the
new board, with Salihu
Abubakar as the secretary,

The board is expected
not only to lay a solid base
for the take-ofT of the semi
autonomous league but
vigorously market the league |
and procure sponsorship for
its activities.

o
ﬁfé—tmmﬂmmmmm
ﬁwwr—lmmdwmm&mm

The chairman of the
board, Alhaji Ibrahim
Galadima, had led some
selected members (0 present
the position of the board on
aspects of the reforms,
members  felt  were
objectionable.

“We presented our

, position and equally listened

to the minister. He gave
ressons for the changes and
also insisted on our

itions,” Galad said

with Super
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basanjo, NASS

copied FIFA for effect even ==
as the board vowed to|
challenge the minister to a
logical conclusion.

Trustsports recalls that
two Thursdays ago, the
minister  sacked the
management of the NFA,
pruned down the membership
of the board by n dozen and
st up an interim management -~
board for the pro-league,
which was given semi-

¥
stressing that members hope
the minister would rescind his
decisions on the reforms.

But the minister was
adamant and insisted those
reforms have presidential
blessings. “1 have the
mandate of the president to
sanitise the system,” he had
said while hosting the
sporting press 10 end of year
dinner on Thursday.

However same Thursday,
the board consigned its
petition to the president and
the sports committees of the
House of Representative and
senate respectively.

The petition was equally

Galadi

NFA owes late
Enemuo N1.2m

The family of the late
Innocent Edozie Enemuo is
reeling in pains over N1.2m
owed the former Head of
Department, Marketing.

The debt is accumulated
salary arrears and allowances
and expenses incurred in the
execution of certain functions
for the NFA.

Trustspores leamt that the
NFA is yet to pay Encmuo’s
salary even for the month of
July, which was his last as
head of  marketing
depanment

Enemuo mel untimely
death in a ghastly motor
accident along the Aba-Pon

Harcourt way while on official
service.

Ever since, Christie
Enemuo, wife of the deceased
has made several efforis to
get her late husband's
entitlements 1o no avail.

A member of the family,
how prefers anonymity, said
they have decided to leave
muatters for prosterity 10 judgc e
the management of the NFA,
which blocked and reby
efforts to get Enemuo’s
legitimate money:

Neither Ogunjobi nor the
former hiead of Finance and
Accounts, Olubode Oke,
were available for comments. |
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