
KAD(JNA-Si

PHONE (062) BOX 1423

TELEX 71376 NOCACO NG

FAX 234203
-9 -

■
thWK QUALf

house wiring cables 
flexible wires 
underground cables 
aluminium overhead lines 
Car cables and harnesses 
foiephone cables

N©CAC©
°UTH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE P.O. 

?°1746,232746 >

ISE flflCACO CABLES

' NQ.1 
cable people

the norfth I
manu,acturers of all types of electric cables

© 
© 
©
© 
©

lY PHI9 ’

n 
hl®CAC@l



3X.

i!T
14 —20, 1994

Intents fol. 5 No. 770

FROM THE EDITOR 4

LETTERS 5

VIEWPOINT 6

ADAMU ADAMU 9

Page 10
COVER 10

NIGERIA 19‘ ’Al
FORUM 22

DISCOURSE 28

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 29

AFRICA 33

Page 19 WORLD 35

PRIVATE EYE 37

POETS' NEST 38

BOOK REVIEW 39

SPORTS 40

DEFINITIONS-IN-HUMOUR 42

DEPARTMENTS

brie fey

rcnoj 
t*"F&

-■ COpJ

BS±.__ j

I
if "U t

A renown sculptor Professor Benedict Chuka Enwonwu is dead 
H® died in the early hours of Saturday February 5 at his Ikoyi home. 
dgos, after a prolonged illness.

The late sculptor and 1980 national merit award winner was borr i 
on July 14. 1921. at Onitsha. Anambra State.

He was a scultupal adviser to the federal government between 
1944 and 1971, and was appointed professor of fine arts at Obafemi 
Awolowo University. Ile-lfe. in 1971-75. Late Professor Enwonwu has 
held exhibitions both in Nigeria and overseas.

Alhaji Hussaini Adamu has been turbaned as the new emir of 
Kazaure. Until his appointment. Alhaji Hussaini was Danburan 
Kazaure. He succeeded the late emir. Alhaji Ibrahim Adamu. The 
appointment was approved by the Kano State military administra- I 
tor. Colonel Mohammad Wase.

Citizpn, January 17, 1994

One big monster?
Many Nigerianns think the 
Nigerian Customs Service 
is the other name for 
corruption. Until they hear 
of pre-shipment inspec­
tors

STORY
- easterns

HeaBth
Harvest o£ death

Yellow fever epi- 
®mic ravages the 

outh-east. wiping out 
hundreds of lives in 
quick succession
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take on the subject.
Jibril B. Mohammed and 

Abdulkadir Isa 
BOCODEP, Maiduguri 

---------------------------------------------------©

Tyrants as democrats?
Sir,

Thanks for zeroing in on the pro­
democracy camp. Just one correc­
tion from the Kaduna angle: Malam 
Yakubu Aliyu, an economist and 
former vice-chairman of Kaduna

Letters to Citizen, can 
addressed to letters Page,

CiTjien, February 14,1994

Branch of CLO, is the leader of Soli­
darity for Peoples' Rights (SPR); he 
is the protein national chairman. I 
am only in charge of legal services in 
SPR and I am satisfied with the lead­
ership of Malam Yakubu.

Jide Olagunju 
-----------------------Kaduna

LETTERS —
Cameroon vs Nigeria
Sir,

We write to express our appre­
ciation to your editorial board for a 
cover story in January 24-30, 1994 
edition captioned: Deaths on the 
Eastern border.

Plenty deaths indeed! The list 
included fishermen, traders and 
businessmen who were maimed and 
killed on the high seas by the Camer­
ounian gendermes in 1993 alone 
along fishing communities in Okobo, 
Oron and Mbo local government 
areas of Akwa Ibo State.

Howe ver, we want to state clearly 
that we have been victims of persis­
tent attacks by the Camerounian 
army for more than two decades 
now without positive efforts by the 
Nigerian government to solving the 
border dispute. We are grateful that 
the present military government 
under General Sani Abacha is now 
out to halt the Camerounian menace 
for the first time.

The government should not only 
send Nigerian armed forces to Abana 
and Atabong, but should provide 
social infrastructures in the areas so 
that our embattled fishermen can 
return to the fishing settlements soon 
because we have suffered severe eco- 
nomichardshipforover twomonths 
now. Enough is enough!

Finally, we thank your magazine 
and other news media organisations 
in Nigeria for theirco-opcration and 
reports on our problems.

Victor Offiong,BasseyU.Atteh, 
Anthony Bassey and Dominic E.

Bassey 
for and on behalf of Atabong & 
Abana Fishermen Association 

Okobo, Akwa Ibom State

BOC- 
i its readiness to 

submit itself to whatever decision 
the forthcoming CD con ventionvvi_j__----- —-- - -----

rrymg names, signatures and addresses, should bo brief and'righn°°dil, publish orrijL 

?, Citizen, G 11 L'nguwar Kanawa, PM B 2334, ^^■■na/ThcEoi -- ------ -

Hail Chukwumerije
Sir,

Uche Chukwumerije carried the 
nation together through intellectual 
approach of neutralising dirty 
propaganda against the government 
when agents of disunity were fast 
cutting the thin thread of national 
unity during the dying days of the 
Babangida regime. It was during his 
time that despite the vociferous at­
tack from a section of the media on 
the people, yellow journalism got 
an-eye-for-an-eye.

Of course for that role, 
Chukwumerije made enemies from 
ethnic diehards but as time contin­
ues to heal wounds even his most 
ardent critics are beginning to turn 
around and stare at the realities. As 
they say charity begins at home, he 
is received honour from his Umun- 
neochi community in the Isuikwuato 
Local Government Area of Abia 
State, with a civic reception, in ap­
preciation of the job he did for the 
country. He has of course declined a 
traditional title freely and willingly 
bestowed upon him, which others 
in his shoes would have bought with 
a fortune.

Chukwumerije is lucky to have 
come from a relatively well to do 
family. So he has been comfortable 
enough to live decently all these 
years. He has been a man of prin­
ciples who refuses to accept the lure 
of excessive comfort as a way of life. 
So he has served in a ministerial 
capacity without the slightest blem­
ish oft financial imprudence or the 
whiff of corruption. Chukwumerije 
has handled most challenging tasks 
at most trying moments of the na­
tion and has excelled beyond con­
test. To him, there are no better 
honour than those credentials.

Danliti Mohammed
Kaduna

>ace and 
reject all letter*.

Sir,
The executive committee of the 

Borno Coalition for Democracy and 
Progress held its meeting in 
Maiduguri and resolved as follows: 
As an organic affiliate of the CD, 
views the ongoing crisis within the 
leadership of the organisation with 
all seriousness and calls for urgent 
steps to resolve same once and for 
all. Parties to the crisis should ob­
serve a period of truce to allow for 
cooling of tempers and also make 
for unity of the leadership. BOC­
ODEP reviewed the recourse by 
government to probe public institu­
tionsand personagesand described 
as haphazard the way panels are 
constituted, their terms of reference 
spelt out and their procedure 
charted. BOCODEP particularly 
observed the lopsided composition 
of some of the panels especially the 
one probing the conduct of five ex­
actingadministrators, and noted that 
the panel was made up of purely 
military men without representation 
from the Bar Association, human 
rights groups, the bench or public 
spirited individuals. BOCODEP 
submitted that no matter the degree 
of allegations against suspects, it is 
pertinent to guarantee them justice 
free and fair hearing.Tneir alleged crimes were civil 
and not military and wondered why 
civilians should not be part of the 
panel if only to guarantee fair and 
thorough inquiry, and also to en­
sure those with printafacie case 
against them arc arraigned before a 
law court. On the forthcoming 
Constitutional Conference,
ODEP expressed decision
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hostile.

Citizen, February 14,1994

NDLEA's credibility
IjQ p\| he ongoing trial of suspected drug 

pusher, Joe Brown Akubueze, 
hasbrought back the issue of the 

creditability of the National Drug Law En­
forcement Agency, as an agency capable of 
fighting the nation's war against illicit drug 
trafficking. On December 16, 1993, the 
agency arrested the suspect at the Apapa 
Seaport and seized from him two containers 
containing 649 wraps of heroine worth 19 
billion Naira. The offensi vedrugs were kepi 
in thecustody of the N DLE A as provided by 
law. By February 1, when the suspect's trial 
began, and the triai judge, Justice Funmi- 
layo Oni-Opaku visited the NDLEA Ikoyi 
office to inspect the drugs (evidence) eight ' 
wraps had disappeared. The learned judge, 
in order to prevent further theft of the seized 
drugs, ordered their destruction By Febru­
ary 3, when the judge's order was to be 
complied with, four more wraps had disap­
peared. The street value of the 12 wraps is 
put at 420 million Naira.

Angry and embarrassed by this white 
collar theft. Justice Oni-Okpaku has put on 
trial no less than 10 of the agency officials 
including its director-general Alhaji Bappa 
Jama’are, who has been ordered to return 
from his overseas trip. The federal govern­
ment, too, through the federal ministry of 
justice, the supervisory ministry, has or­
dered a departmental investigation into the

Ehtal disaster
ht he United Nations High Commis-

■ ’ sion for Refugees, UNHCR, has 
M reported- that there are about 20 

million refugees around the world in the last 
quarter of 1993. Iran has 3.1 million fol­
lowed by Pakistan with 16 million and 
Malawi, with 1.05 million has the highest 
number of refugees in Africa from the con­
flict in Mozambique.

Besides actual refugees, whose number 
was only 2.5 million 25 years ago, another 24 
million peoplcarccurrcntlydisplaced within 
their own countries because of persecution, 
violence and human rights violations.

One person out of 130 is obliged to run­
away and abandon everything because of 
civil wars and conflicts.lt said the massive

flow of refugees has definitely "eroded inter­
national solidarity", and sparked hostile, 
xenophobic or racist reactions.

We share the UNHCR concerns about the 
plight of refugees and the various reactions to 
them such as the toughening of immigration 
laws by the EC and the US, but it is to be noted 
that most of the current conflicts in the "third | 
world" that hasoften led to massive exodus of 
people were planted there by these EC coun­
tries and the US. Of course, people can leav e . 
for any number of reasons, be it poverty, 
disease, wars, repression, injustice and wa5?' 
and thereare plenty of these around the world, 
but we cannot preach humanity and rejee 
compassion and good conscience. Those® 
instigate conflict should be made to pay -------

missing drugs.
The steps taken so far by the learned judge and 
the federal government deserve commenda­
tion in so far as they represent a clear attempt 
to shore up public confidence in the agency. 
For quite sometime, the agency has been the 
objcctof public criticism as activities of its top 
officials readily bring to question the credibil­
ity of the agency.

Speculations have been rife about drug law 
officers recycling seized illicit drugs. The specu­
lations, beer-talk as they may well be, are 
against the background of allegations made 
by suspected drug couriers that agency offi­
cials not only collect protection fees from them 
but arc collaborators in the illicit business.

Yet within its a little over three year exis­
tence the agency's leadership had changed 
hands thrice, one of them redeployed in con­
troversial circumstances. With all this sha/.y 
background public confidence cannot be ex­
pected to be reposed in the agency.

Yet the NDLEA needs the confidence of 
those it purports to serve to succeed. Public 
confidence is earned when those who arc 
entrusted with responsibilities arc seen to be 
acting in conformity with and not in breach of 
the requirements of those responsibilities. Gov­
ernment must ensure that the ongoing inves­
tigations into the present scandal is thorough 
and culprits adequately dealt with in accor­
dance with the law.

conflicts.lt
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ADAMU AD AMU

citizen, February 14,1994

kill ourselves with.
- we copy the Indo- 

design an indigenous 
n it is doubtful if it will work 
'current Nigerian situation. 
are too sceptical to believe

» is

,s — the very few the 
idjustment couldn’t 

It may also flood us with 
arms — drugs to get mad 

and arms to 1 
But whether 

nesians or c— 
solution 
in the c 
People i 
anyone 
corruption, 
hardly change, 
gard to how th-

. Customs apparently 
keen to use its motto

•- and Honesty, the’ 
borrow it. Let's be 

rith ourselves and do justice 
the situation — and probe the 

central banking, the polity. 
; and journalists along with cus.

Otherwise 

one wil. --

change controls were abolished
It virtually forfeited revenue from 

customs but it made very good and 
sensible use of the oil windfalls gar­
nered during the oil boycott and the 
Iran-Iraq war by developing agri­

culture, education and transport.
And in less than two decades it 

had been able to reduce the propor­
tion of those living in obsolete pov­
erty from 60 per cent in 1970 to only 
15 per cent in 1990. This impressive 
record is unmatched by any devel­
oping nation. But how much of it is 
due to the abolition of customs is 
unclear.

In Nigeria some things about the 
customs are very clear. During cus­
toms' centenary celebrations Chief 
Allison Ayida tried, but all he could 
say was, "Strange as it may sound, 
the Nigerian customs is not the worst 
in the world."

And it is not as if nothing was 
being done about it. In October last 
year customs boss Dr. Bello Moham­
med promised sweeping reforms. 
He charged customsmen with rude­
ness to visitors and citizens and 
extorting money. A month later, 
Alhaji Aminu Saleh, Sarkin Yakin 
Katagum, and secretary to the gov­
ernment of the federation, as fi­
nance secretary then, promised a 
shake-up in the Customs service to 
weed out the incompetent and the 
corrupt. Other changes, however,

overtook the purposed reforms.
Along the way, the Indonesian 

example has been mentioned —and 
may be adopted. If it is adopted, 
what has Nigeria to lose? In three 
years 
toms 
Naira in 
1992.

Dr. Mohammed tripled Cus- . 
collections from 6.4 billion \ 
... 1989 to 18.3 billion Naira in i 

i^z. Without mobility, efficient 
communicationsand other logistics, ' 
this is impressive. But it may not be. 1 
Much more must pobably have '

too sceptical to believe 
serious about fighting 
And their attitude will 

especially with re- 
•/ they see Customs.

“ At the customs centenary dinner 
chief Ayida observed that young 

=,»itv graduates now shunned univers tyg „Now js
thC Nation and the military 
toms, immigr^ 
and banking-

And since 
doesn't seem 1 
which is Justice 
nation should b 
honest wi 
to t*.~ - 
military'( 
ciansandjom*and thc 
toms, Oth^'Xn exercises, 
one will be barren

| 'yx igeria and Indonesia share 
|'v\J many things in uncom- 

A \| mon,porhapsbecausethey 
are at two very different and distant 
ends of the world Both are oil pro­
ducers and are active members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum Ex­
porting Countries.

Both are muslim majority states 
with Indonesia more obviously so. 
While the secular culture has not 
been generally accepted nor yet 
abandoned in Nigeria, Indonesia's 
generals, especially under General 
BennyMuordani,haveenforced pan- 
casila, a secular-religious amalgam 
designed to supplant Islam

Both are very corrupt — often 
indescribably so. A culture of pa­
tronage and post-colonial elitism 
hang heavy over everything. And 
the 10 percent was as constant as the 
Northern Star.

In Indonesia the customs depart- 
j ment became very corrupt. So cor- 
I rupt indeed that reforming it was 
I not just difficult — it became impos- 
| sible. Every new law designed to 
| tighten up points of entry to protect 
I Indonesian industry and keep out 
' unwanted or dangerous cargo ended 
| up enriching customsmen. You 
I could smuggle anything from items 
t as small as pins to such big cargo as 

live elephants so long as you can pay 
for it. Revenue from customs duties 
kept declining sharply over the years

with the bulk going into private 
pockets, at the country's 300 ports 
spread over 13,000 Islands. This so 
infuriated Indonesia's economic 
managers that they decreed an end 
to customs and excise duties. The 
ban lasted seven years.

While it lasted all procedures for 
export wore simplified and levies 
and the five per cent export tax were 
abolished. A token import levy 
remained while an import tax ad- 

| ____________ ________________ministration fee and foreign ex-______

slipped through customs fingers. But 
if we abolish customs as Indonesia . 
did, wo may lose atlcast 18 billion > 
Naira annually and it may also kill • 
our industries 
structural ac 
crush.
drugs and 
on
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J

I irate towns people set upon the men 
of the customs service. all or whom 
had to he transferred out of the town 
until tempers cooled. The incident. 
Citizen learnt, marked the climax of 
a hot exchange of words between 
the customs men and the town 
people, as to who it was who gave 
N lagama a notorious repu tation.This 
deceptively quiet little border town 
is widely accused of contributing to 
the country s economic adversity. 
1'he people say that the customs 
officers do not do their work, and

9®an stable?
le-v hew of Sn °ther.nam* for 

Pment inspectors

Nigeria Custom; Sen.iM

The Au
Man-' Nigerians think G 
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_____________ Dr. Mohammed: "the problem is collusion 

Citizen, February 14,1994

Diya: probes as policy 
is now a central activity, constituted 
an eight-member panel to "reform 
and reorganise" the customs. Major 
General Paul Tarfa heads the panel; 
other members include Mr. Ishaya 
Garba, Dr. Nuhu Abrekson and Dr. 
Stanley Macebuh. Other members 
are Mr. Wole Oyewo, Ambassador 
Otigba, Mr. Mike Ozeikhome and 
Hajiya Halifat Abdulrazak.

Abacha: "customs are corrupt 

general. The order, the government 
said, followed its approval of the 
interim report submitted by the 
panel set up to reorganise and re­
form he service. The government 
then appointed army Brigadier- 
General S.O. Ango to administer the 
customs, "ponding the final report 
of the panel and government's final 
decision on thcrccommcndationsof 
the panel."

The big sword of Damocles ha 
been dangling over customs house 
at Wusc, Abuja since January 6, when 
the Abacha regime, for whom probe s

hen General Sani 
Abacha inaugurated 
the panel in Abuja on 

January 12, he delivered a stinging 
condemnation of Nigeria customs. 
"The public," he said, "views the 
customs as a conduit pipe for si­
phoning public money into private 
coffers. Specifically, customs officials 
arc accused of deliberate acts of cor­
ruption and economic sabotage per­
petrated in collusion with unscru­
pulous collaborators through the un­
dervaluing of duties payable on 
imports and exports." The head of 
state then asked the Tarfa panel to, 
among others, examine the "public 
and private conduct" of customs­
men.

On this point, the general ap­
peared to hit the nail on the head. In 
many towns and communities all 
across the country, tongues are 
wagging *bout the men and women

Babangida: pleased with customs 

the officers reply that the people it is 
who aid the smugglers

On Monday last week, February 
7, the Federal Provisional Military 
Government took a dramatic step 
towards disentangling the spate of 
charges and countercharges around 
the customs. It ordered the comp­
troller-general of the Nigena Cus­
toms Service, Dr. Bello Halliru 
Mohammed, to proceed on "com­
pulsory leave with immediate ef­
fect." Also ordered to go on leave 
Were Dr. Mohammed's six deputies 
and a dozen assistant comptrollers-
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The area controller, custom and 
excise, Katsina State, Mr. Oche V. 
Odangla spoke to our man Abu 

Mommoh on his commands head­
aches and successes. Excerpts: i
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Acholonu: administrator, Katsina 
State

clearing imported goods at Nige­
ria's seaports and airports has been 
so much refined that it is now almost 
failsafe, on paper# Last November 
customs' Comptroller General Dr. 
Mohammed issued a lengthy state­
ment to all importers to reappraise 
them of the clearance procedure. In 
summary, it said an importer should 
first open a letter of credit with a 
commercial bank. If the cost, insur­
ance and freight, or C1F, value of the 
goods exceeds 1,000 dollars, then he 
must ask pre-shipmen t inspection 
agents to look at them. If they are 
satisfied with their quality, quantity 
and value, they will issue a Clean 
Report of Findings, or CRF, as well 
as an Import Duty Report, or IDR, 
stating the duty payable. Prc-ship- 
ment inspection agents are ap­
pointed by the federal government 
under the 1979 comprehensive 
import supervision scheme to con­
trol the quality and quantity of goods 
imported into the country. In 1988, 
they were given the added task of 
issuing the IDR, that is, they fix the 
duty to be collected by the customs 
when the goods arrive in Nigeria.

gling operations. A source in Katsina 
told Citizen that some officers even 
alert the smuggling kingpins when 
the federal units are on hand.

While inaugurating the Tarfa

panel, General Sani Abacha charged 
that customs officers undervalue the 
duty payable on imported goods. 
How correct was this charge?

In the last 15 years, the method of

Citizen: The perception is not altogether wrong, giving 
the lifestyle of your men.
Odangla: What do you mean by lifestyle?
Citizen: Custommen drive flashy cars, build mansions 
and they are said to indulge in spending lavishly. So 
how do you defend your men from allegation of corrup­
tion?
Odangla: These are isolated cases. I cannot rule out that 
few custommen engage in expensive lifestyle. We are 
not saints, but that is not to say all custom men are 
corrupt. Otherwise the job will collapse.
Citizen: Smuggling of petroleum products across Katsina 
border has been rampant. There is still shortage in the 
town, what are you doing about this?
Odangla: We are tackling the issue of petrol smuggling. 
Il has reduced drastically from the level I met it. The 
shortage of fuel is still there but not because of smug­
gling.
Citizen:How much cooperation does your command get 
from the government and the local people at the bor­
ders?
Odangla: The government has been cooperating with 
us. It is beautiful from the military administrator down 
to the other government officials. But for the people or 
settlers at the border towns, there is no cooperating with 
us. They are very hostile to our men. They even try to

Citizen, February 14,1994

stop our men forcefully from arresting the smugglers. 
The smugglers are very daring and at the borders, they 
are also hostile.
Citizen:Have you had cases of the smugglers attacking 
your men with arms?
Odangla: No. The smugglers are very daring, but we 
have not encountered any armed smugglers like the 
vehicle my men brought in this morning, the driver 
escaped, when my men asked them to stop, my men had 
to open fire. So they abandoned the car, there is a pair of 
slippers and a cap too.
Citizen: I saw the vehicle when your men drove it into 
the compound this morning. How were the goods seized 
and what is the cost of the items?
Odangla: The vehicle (a Peugeot 504 GL) was coming 
along Jibia this morning (Thursday 10 February) my 
men on patrolasked the driver to stop but herefused. So 
my men opened fire at the car. You can see the bullet 
holes on the car, the items seized are textile materials. 
They are 60 pieces of 10 yard materials. I have asked my 
officers to process the cost.
Citizen: How has the ongoing probe into your organisa­
tion affected the morale of your men?
Odargla: I cannot comment on that. It is subjudice. 
Sorry, 1 cannot talk on policy statement

mostly foodstuff, petrol, fertilizer 
and cement, while those imported 
are mostly textile materials, ciga­
rettes, tyres and tokunbo vehicles. In 
the case of the latter, the smugglers 
conspire with some customsmen to 
issue fake duty certificates, report­
edly printed in Lagos and Kano.

A t the Idiroko border last 
/ w, Wednesday, February 9, a 

young customs officer told 
Citizen that smuggling there is only 
a small scale affair. "The real thing," 
he said, "takes place in the north. 
Over there, people smuggle oil out 
with 16-tyre oil tankers, while here, 
some people even use Coca-Cola 
bottles. How much do you want to 
take from such people?" In truth, oil 
seeps out all along Nigena's land 
borders, as well as in the rivers and 
creeks of the Delta areas. And in 
most of these places, customsmen 
allegedly collude with smugglers. 
The biggest spanner in the smug­
glers' works, Citizen learnt, arc the 
Special Federal Operations Units, 
which are deployed at random by 
customs headquarters to stem smug-
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Olashore: he considered "Indonesia 
model"

effectively plugged all revenue leak­
ages", it was apparent that the mas­
sive devaluation of the Naira also 
helped to boost import duty reve-

cers collude with smugglers to run 
contraband goods through our ports, 
airports and land borders." The 
comptroller-general further said, 
"Fraudulentactivi ties, such as crimi­
nal connivance with excise traders 
to defraud government of revenue, 
machining of bills of entries outside 
the Long Room, forging of bank 
drafts by clearing agents, are only 
possible through the active conniv­
ance of some customs officers."

nue. Even last year, despite the 
waiverof excise duties, the Customs 
collected 17.5 billion Naira, or 34 per 
cent mwe than the 13 billion Naira 
projected. Even after allowance is 
made for devaluation, there was a 
net increase in the re venue collected.

It appears that this huge increase 
in revenue generation, which made 
the Customs second only to the 
NNPC on that score, despite the 
other problems, boosted the personal 
standing of the Comptroller-Gen­
eral, Dr. Mohammed, and enabled 
him to survive the revolving-door 
policy of the Babangida regime. In 
1991,theformcrpresidentupgraded 
the then director of customs to his 
present position of Comptroller- 
General, equivalent in the public 
service to the Inspector-General of 
Police. General Babangida also 
granted the Customs greater auton­
omy, a board of their own with the 
minister of finance as chairman, and 
a new salary scale, all in 1991.

The former president could not 
however meet all the demands of 
the service. Since 1988, the comp­
troller-general had frequently de­
manded for more money to provide 
barrack facilities at isolated border 
posts, provide four-wheel drive 
vehicles for the anti-smuggling pa­
trol teams, and install radio sets at 
the 147 border posts. The customs 
also lack good weapons; in 1991, 
then defence minister General Sani 
Abacha released a cache of G-3 rifles 
from army stores to the customs 
when they complained that their 
rifles were so old that they often 
cannot fire. There was also the prob­
lem of the join* customs-immigra­
tion air patrol. Though therearenow 
threefixed wing Domieraircraftand 
one hi licopter in the fleet, which is 
kept in the office of the internal af­
fairs minister, none of the planes can 
communicate with patrol teams on 
the ground. Also, the customs have 
more than 70 broken down boats for 
coastal patrol. Presently, they have 
only five sea-going boats to patrol 
850 kilometres of coastline.

One of the customs service's 
biggest worries is for the physical

l/n r\( hese activities did not 
■ however prevent the phe-
M nomenal growth, since

1987, of revenue collected by the 
Customs Service. Infact, every year 
since 1987, the Customs easily ex­
ceeded the revenue target set for it 
by the federal government. In 1988, 
for example, they collected 4.1 bil­
lion Naira, or 26 per cent more than 
the 3.3 billion Naira projected. In 
1989, they collected 6.4 billion Naira, 
or 68 per cent more than the 3.8 
billion Naira projected. While the 
Customs chiefs boasted that this 
results were achieved due to "intro­
duction of articulate and efficient 
revenue control measures which

than was provided for in the total I 
Import Duty Reports issued by the 
inspectors. This fact the Customs 
acknowledged in their own memo 
to the ING, but they gave seven 
explanations for it. First, they said, 
goods imported by the President, 
diplomats, specialist hospitals and 
charitable organisations do not pay 
duty even though I.D.R's arc issued 
for them.

Secondly, the Customs and ex­
cise tariff consolidation decree of 
1988 gave the President power to 
grant duty-exemption to importers. 
General Babangida delegated this

Ibru: planes with nc phones 

safety of its men and women. iX u?ny 
of them get killed in exchanges 
fire wi th smugglers. Only two weeks 
ago, two officers were ambushed 
and shot dead as they escorted an 
arrested oil tanker to Maiduguri. Last 
year, four officers were killed at the 
Idiroko border by smugglers; two 
officers drowned in a boat accident 
while on duty at Calabar, and assis­
tant superintendent of customs 
Stephen Bamidele was ambushed 
and shot at the Oshodi Mile 2 ex­
pressway, Lagos, by unknown as­
sassins last November.

Not everyone praised the Cus­
toms. Late last year, the foreign pre­
shipment inspection firm Messrs 
Cotecna sent a memo to the Interim 
National Government changing that 
the customs was collecting less duty
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year, during the ING's brief tenure, 
several petitions were sent to Chief 
Ernest Sh^nekan's office urging him 
to remove the comptroller-general. 
Even though the petitions were 
anonymous, uiey clearly emanated 
from within the Customs House. 
Suspicion had pervaded Customs 
House throughout last year, and two 
deputy comptrollers-general were 
said to have secured promises from 
the SDP and NRC, respectively, to 
succeed to the top spot if their par­
ties won. When the Abacha regime 
began to probe the judiciary and 
NNPC late last year, more petitions 
were sent by anonymous persons, 
and Customs was added to the list.

the proposal by Bivak, but the for­
eign firm had got aces of its own. Its 
proposal actually called for forming 
a "Nigerian company" with Bivak 
owning only 40 per cent of it, to 
manage the privatised Customs 
Service. Bivak had no shortage of 
Nigerian partners; at the last count, 
some top government officials were 
reportedly pushing for the deal to be 
signed.

Obasanjo: began pre-shipment 
inspection

Even if the Customs Service es­
capes the privatisation gale and even 
if the Customs chiefs escape charges 
of corruption, there is little chance 
that they may get back their plum 
jobs. Citizen learnt that many people, 
among them senior military officers, 
arc actively lobbying to head the 
Customs. Many* of them are con­
vinced that if Dr. Bello Mohammed, 
a veterinary surgeon, former GNPP 
politician and general manager of a 
river basin authority could head the 
Customs, so can anyone with a 
managerial background.

The Comptroller-General's job is 
made especially tempting by his 
responsibility for auctioning the 
contraband and other goods seized 
by the Customs. Every day, dozens 
of people from all over the country 
converge at Customs Headquarters 
in Abuja, each with a note from a

I

minister, traditional ruler or a senior 
military officer. The Customs chief 
recommends to the minister of fi­
nance to whom the goods should be 
auctioned. If approved, these alloca­
tions are often as good as gold. But 
they may well prove to be the cus­
toms bosses' undoing. A senior offi­
cial of the Customs told Citizen, 
"There is no way you can satisfy all 
those who come to ask for contain-

Ij

Shagaya: architect of 1988 reforms 

ers. That means you make powerful 
enemies every day." But you ca 
also help your friends. .

The Customs chiefs may we 
have brought themselves down-

F3
By Mahmud Jega with additional 

reports from Abu Mommoh in 
Katsina, Aluko Akinyele in Idiroko, 
Mannir Dan-Ali m Apapa, Abayomi 
Shoyebi andYabagi Kolom Kaduna

hen Citizen's reporters 
visited customs loca­
tions in the wake of the 

order on their chiefs to proceed on 
leave, they found anger and out­
rage. "There is no security in gov­
ernment job any longer," an officer 
said at the Apapa port. "Our own 
jobs can also go at any time. Our 
time is up." At the customs officers' 
mess in Kaduna, another officer said, 
"They should go and probe the 
ministries, the tax office, and even 
the army. Soldiers ha ve more to show 
in terms of corruption. Why should 
they single out customs? Why not 
go and probe immigration, prisons 
etc?"

Is the Customs Service as corrupt 
as people say it is? A senior official 
paused briefly and said, "Quantita­
tively, the amount of corruption in 
the Customs, that is, the number of 
corrupt versus the number of honest 
officers, is not higher than in any 
other government agency. Stories 
about our corruption travel far be­
cause we deal directly with people, 
importersand clearing agents." And 
also because of the public and pri­
vate conduct of customsmen.
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Health
A harvest of death
A yellow fever epidemic ravages the south-east, wiping

where he delivered vaccines to be 
used to combat the yellow fever 
scourge.

As could be expected, the vac­
cines are making a great difference 
in the war against the yellow fever 
epidemic. In Ihiala alone, some 
40,000 people have already been 
immunised against the disease, 
while many more are still on the 
queue, waiting for treatment. Both 
hospital and local government offi­
cials who spoke with Citizen at Ihi­
ala expressed satisfaction with the 
way the Anambra and federal health 
ministries are managing the epi­
demic. Mr. John Obodozie, acting 
chairman of Ihiala Local Govern- 
mentCouncil, blamed the high death 
toll on ignorance and wished that 
the disease had been correctly diag­
nosed early enough. According to 
him: "At first the people of this area 
didn't know that it was yellow fe­
ver. They thought it was jaundice or 
malaria. Various medical treatments 
were applied to no avail. People 
started dying and we had to make 
reports to both the Anambra State 
and federal governments."

On its part, the management of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital 
blamed the late identification of the 
disease on the absence of a yellow 
fever laboratory in the eastern axis 
of the country. It pointed out that 
with only two such laboratories in 
the country, located at Ibadan and

January zu to seeming-— t(?S/____________________________________
later visited Imo andAbia^^----- .

out hundreds of lives in quick succession
thoughtotherwise. According to Mr. 
Joseph Nweke, assistant chief envi­
ronmental health officer and chair­
man of Ihiala Local Government 
yellow fever control committee: "the 
mortality rate was what worried us. 
It was so high that we suspected that 
if it was hepatitis it would not be like 
that. Eight out of 10 victims were 
dying." Convinced that the problem 
was beyond its powers, the local 
government promptly contacted the 
state ministry of health, Awka. The 
ministry reacted without delay, 
sending a team of health workers to 
the affected areas. The team returned 
to Awka with mosquito larvae which 
after due analysis were discovered 
to be those of the aedis specie of 
mosquito, the yellow fever vector.

It was then that the federal min­
istry of health was contacted. The 
outcome was a visit to the affected 
areas by a three man team from the 
ministry. The team, comprising a 
medical doctor, a virologist and a 
higher environmental health scien 
tist, arrived Ihiala on January 12 an 
went about collecting samples 
blood of victims on admission 
hospitals at Ihiala, Mgbidi in mo 
State and Aba, Abia State. Tests on 
the blood samples confirmed t a 
the strange disease ravaging Ihia a 
and gradually making inroads in o 
Imo and Abia states was, in ee 
yellow fever. .

Since then efforts to combat 
epidemic have been intensified, ^^ 
federal government expectedly ea 
ing the way, by making avails e 
initial consignment of 50,000 ° 
of yellow fever vaccine. The ges 
was backed up with a promise °a 
other 50,000 doses of the vaeem / 
Mr. Silas Ilo, minister of state 
health. Mr. Ilo, who was at Ihia 
January 20 to see things for hliyi J

fc funeral songs have of late 
become almost a daily expe- 

■M. rience in Ihiala, one of the 17 
local government areas of Anambra 
State. In the home of one man alone 
death visited on four different occa­
sions in the last two months. The 
unfortunate man is Ichie 
Chukwumaeze Obiechina, a native 
of Uli, a town located along the 
Onitsha-Owerri road. For the red 
cap chief who, until recently, was a 
Cameroun-based businessman, it is 
a season of deep mourning, as he has 
lost, one after the other, his wife and 
three children to the killer disease.

Officially, just over a hundred 
others are listed as having died in 
theepidemic,with unofficial sources 
estimating a death toll of over 400. 
The worst hit area is Uli, which has 
a history of yellow fever attacks. 
Ihiala people suspect that the pres­
ent epidemic was imported into the 
area around August last year by 
returnees from certain yellow fever 
prone parts of the country who fled 
their stations ih the heat of the politi­
cal impasse that followed the annul- 
mentof the June 12, 1993 presiden­
tial elections.

Health workers confirm that al­
though the first incidents were no­
ticed in September, it was not until 
November that alarm bells started 
ringing. By then 14 cases and five 
deaths had been reported at Our 
Lady of Lourdes, a Roman Catholic 
outfit and easily the biggest hospital 
in Ihiala.

Sensing imminent tragedy, the 
management of the hospital got in 
touch with the local government 
headquarters. Fooled by the results 
of the laboratory tests received from 
the victims, the hospital thought it 
was dealing with increasing cases of 
hepatitis. But the health department 
of the local government secretariat

Citizen, February 14, 1994
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Professor Sam A ' vjew that

positions under the m.lttary reg 
shows thc bankruptcy of the poli^ 
cal class and thc sagacity
tary." But the professor who had 
turned down appointment offers 
from successive government m the 
last 10 years has joined the Abacha 
team lately.

Professor Aluko, w ho was re­
ported last last year to have ruled 
out the capability of the military to 
revamp the economy, was named 
last week as chairman of a 14-man 
national economy intelligence com­
mittee to ensure strict compliance 
with the goals of thc 1994 national 
budget. Perhaps, his acceptance of a 
government job for the first time in 1 
about a decade might have been

Citizen, February 14,1994
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_LL they learnt it al all? These

arc poignant questions for heated 
debate. What is, however, not con­
tentious is that Nigeria's political 
class has lost 23 years of the coun­
try's 34 years of political independ­
ence to military rule. Yet, the politi­
cians have found deep fraternity in 
the thrcc-month-old regime of Gen­
eral Sani Abacha which is also ex­
pected to lay a solid foundation for 
democracy and guarantee naHonal 
unity. I

But this expectation has contin- I 
ued to raise serious apprehension in *■
political circles and among political 
analysts. Citizen gathered last week 
that the delay in appointing sole ad­
ministrators for the 589 local gov­
ernment councils nationwide was 
not unconnected with intense pres­
sure on the office of the chief of 
general staff. According to a source, 
thc d eci sion on the ca tegory of people 
to be appointed was being influ­
enced by two interests.

On one hand is the military's 
army of legionnaires who are lobby­
ing for the appointment of — 
middle level officers a* 
tors. And on the 
powerful traditional rulers who have 
their candidates among tested bu­
reaucrats and newbreed politicians 
of the still-born Third Republic. 
Citizen, however, gathered that the 
military was more favourably dis­
posed to the retired military officers. 
But the final list of appointees was 
expected to be sprinkled with the 
names of some politicians and civil

— presidential candidate of the party in the June 12 election; 
Chief Tom Ikimi, former chairman 
of the disbanded National Republi­
can Convention, NRC; Alhaji Lateef 
Jakande, Alhaji Bamanga Tukur, 
Chief Mel ford Okilo, Mr. Solomon 
Lar, Or. Samuel Ogbemudia, and 
Alhaji Abubakar Rimi, all former 
civilian governors in thc Second 
Republic.

Others include hai

sighte Abacha government on its po- 
■’ghtened apprehension that the 
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Abacha: hou? long? 
servants.

Although the nation still awaited 
■ last week the names of local govern­

ment administrators, political ana- 
i lysts have remained divided over 

the necessity for the deepening 
romance between Abacha's military 
regime and pro-democracy elements 
in the society. Those whose names 
were mentioned frequently include 

...aty s Ambassador Babagana Kingibe, dires who are lobby- former national chairman of the 
ointment of retired proscribed Social Democratic Party, 
iccrs as administra- SDP and vice-presidential J
ic other hand are of the oarH- 
nal rulers who ha”-
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Kingibc: a patriot or opportunist?
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hope of our returning to a civilian 
rule in the next five years or even 10 
years."

Ikimi: advise on what?

informed by the expressed determi­
nation of the new regime to lay a 
solid economic and political foun­
dation for the country.

But the poignant question asked 
by The Guardian is, "how many times 
in the past 10 years have we heard 
thisdeclaration of intention,and why 
has it been impossible hitherto to lay 
such a foundation? What new his­
torical factors have now emerged to 
give us the hope that the present 
attempt will succeed?"

It does appear, however, that the 
political class was in a serious di­
lemma. Whether or not this is genu­
ine and surmountable is subject to 
debate. But Professor Claude Ake, a 
renown political economist and di­
rector of the Port Harcourt based

©incidentally, events since 
f then have tended to confirm 

his pessimism. For instance, 
the new regime has not been able to 
put forward a political blue print 
that would contain its expected ten­
ure of office. Instead, the govern­
ment had insisted that its tenure 
would be determined by the pro­
posed constitutional conference. 
And this had expectedly received 
the blessing of hapless politicians 
serving under it.

Citizen, however, gathered that 
politicians such as Major General 
Shehu Musa Yar'adua (rtd), Chief 
Olu Falae&nd Alhaji Umaru Shinkafi 
may laugh last when the political 
engineering of the new regime takes 
off. "This is the time when we shall 
separate the boys from the men in 
politics," said Chief Falae at the 
launching of a book written by Dr. 
Jonathan Zwingina a former adviser 
to Chief MKO Abiola and now a 
commissioner in Adamawa State.

But with the seeming lethargy on 
the part of the government, it ap­
pears the time is no short distance. 
Twice the take off date for the 
constitutional conference had been 
shifted from January to March. Yet, 
barely two weeks to the new date, 
the Justice Saidu Kawu committee 
which was to prepare agenda and 
direct the conference was just set­
tling down to business.

As the prospect of quick return to 
democracy denied by the day, Al­
haji Atiku Abubakar, a leading 
member of the Yar'adua group in 
the defunct SDP expressed disgust 
at the conduct of his colleagues in 
the political class. He told Citizen in 
a recent interview that those who 
took up appointments under the 
military regime are suffering from 
joblessness.

And with the deliberate foot 
dragging on its political blue print, 
Abacha's regime could be the long­
est "brief" regime in the country.

By Moyo Akoshilc 
with Mannir Dan-Ali

Centre for Advanced Social Science, 
CASS, has identified that dilemma. 
Said he at a public lecture late last 
yean "Nigeria is reeling from the 
antics of a political elite which is as 
allergic to democracy as it is neu­
rotic in the pursuit of power."

True to type, those who gloat 
over politicians' insatiable appetite 
for power have not been disap­
pointed. Despite the appointment 
last week of Chief Tom Ikimi as 
special adviser to General Abacha, 
stalwarts of the NRC still pick holes 
in the appointment of political 
nominees in the regime's cabinet. 
And their argument, according to 
Dr. Hameed Kusamotu, NRC's for­
mer chairman, was that although 
the Provisional Ruling Council, PRC 
is the highest ruling body "there is 
nobody there who shares the repub­
lican ideals and this is very disturb­
ing."

Whatever might be the overrid­
ing urge behind the pursuit of office, 
the depressed state of the economy 
may prove to be the Waterloo for 
aspirations of many office holders. 
While jostling for political offices 
when the military upstaged the tot­
tering interim government, Citizen 
gathered that office seekers had seen 
the opportunity as a way of further­
ing their political ambition.

There is, however, growing fear 
in political circles that the conduct of 
the political class under this regime 
was enough to undermine the very 
democracy they were warming up 
for. A former Lagos governorship 
aspirant told Citizen that the issue is- 
no longer that politicians have mort­
gaged their hard-earned mandate to 
the military but that the country may 
not witness full democracy in sev­
eral years to come.

Similar view had infact been 
expressed earlier by Chief Arthur 
Nzeribe, a maverick former presi­
dential aspirant of the defunct SDP 
who suddenly embarked on a solid 
pro-military campaign under the 
aegis of his discredited Association 
for Better Nigeria, ABN. Said he in a 
British Broadcasting Corporation, 
BBC interview shortly after General 
Abacha assumed office: "I have no
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they erroneously assumed that 
madu Bello's ability in ruling 
the north lay in coercion an 
ploiting the ethno-religious 
ences, rather than consensus u 
ing. In this process, efforts were m 
by the Hausa-Fulani to institution- 
alise policies and actions inten 
to alienate and minimise the re e 
vance of other northern et n 
groupsinboth regional and nationa 
affairs. Such policies were manifest 
in appointments into regional an 
federal bodies and institutions, o 
cation of establishments among 
other discriminatory social, politi­
cal and cultural policies.

The other ethnic groups have re­
acted to this by emphasising their 
own cultural separateness and with 
time by pursuing political alliances 
with other groups in the country. 
This is what culminated in the north­
ern voting pattern during the June 
12 presidential elections of 1993.

As it is now, the north would 
want to hope that the constitutional 
conference does not go any where 
near recommending a confederal set 
up for Nigeria. To head this off, 
prominent northerners have been 
heard arguing against what they 
perceive as threat to unity and sov­
ereignty of the country. But even 
that would not be sufficient to pre­
vent the dimunition of the north po­
litically. Extemporaneous but com­
plementary to the internal political 
developments in the north are the 
socio-political strides tharhave taken 
place in other parts of the country. 
The south-west in particular, with 

°fhis | its domination of the professional
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iven what governance 
■ .— (even if ideally) entails, it

can be asserted that Nige­
ria has been profoundly character­
ised by irresponsibility, indiscipline 
and lack of accountability in leader­
ship and in governance generally.

It has, sadly, been diverted from 
essential objectives of desirable and 
necessary service to the people, and 
has been turned into crudely paro­
chial, personal and self-serving 
racket. It is big business, requiring 
heavy capital out-lay as initial in­
vestment and it yields very high 
dividends.

Consequently, Nigerians, as dis­
tinct from their governments, 
(elected or self-imposed), have been 
economically and socially battered. 
They have been psychologically de­
moralised and politically demobi­
lised, exhibiting such withdrawal 
tendencies that they are increasingly 
neither involved in nor concerned 
about processes of governance.

Yet the civil society ought to be 
concerned with matters of govern­
ance. It has to strive to monitor and 
regulate excesses and abuses of po­
litical power and authority conferred 
on those who govern. The civil soci­
ety must, through organised pres­
sures and censorship, expressions 
of discontent or revolt, define the 
context of governance.

Most of the problems Nigeria has 
experienced in the area of govern­
ance can be attributed to the phe­
nomenon or misnomer of military 
rule. Prolonged involvement of the 
military in the governance of Nige­
ria has been very devastating and 
consequential on the economy and 
the Nigerian society. This is espe­
cially because many military rulers 
who have been involved in various

Citizen, February 14,1994

Whichever way it happens there 
can be no denying the distinct fact 
that the south-west is poised togain 
from the self-inflicted political mis­
fortunes of the north. An indication 
of this is provided by what clearly is 
an involuntary endorsement by 
prominent northern political fig­

ures, General Shehu Musa Yar'adua, 
Alhaji Umaru Shinkafi and others 
for an unfettered sovereign national 
conference, which is a death-knell 
for northern political dominance.

Iliyasu GaduisofP.O. Box2673,Jos, 
Nigeria.

To facilitate good governance, 
certain institutional and legal reforms 
may be necessary and desirable. But 
these have to be combined with other 
reforms in socio-economic and po­
litical processes for them to be effec­
tive and meaningful.

For Nigeria to progress and de­
velop; for it to be able to contend 
with the current and devastating 
socio-economic crises, there is the 
need for a crop of leadership, as 
described, that leads by example. 
Only such leaders can generate con­
fidence in the people, reduce their 
indifference or hatred for govern­
ment, and make them actively in­
volved and committed in the task of 
socio-economic reconstruction.

The people are likely to continue 
to be cynical, even skeptical, if not 
totally apathetic to the objectives and 
programmes of those involved in 
governance who do not lead by ex­
ample.

Thus, the role of governance in 
the economy, and indeed in the soci­
ety, is critical. Good or bad govern­
ance shapes the direction of any 
economy, defines its context and 
regulates its vitality and vibrancy. In 
the case of Nigeria, bad governance, 
nurtured and conditioned by mili­
tary rule, has contributed signifi­
cantly to the generation and suste­
nance of the economic crisis.

As things stand now, Nigerians 
have a very long way to go in the 
direction of good and desirable proc­
esses and structures of governance. 
It is a very depressing situation. But 
Nigerians mustcontinue to striveand 
struggle for good governance, 
through civil society groups, in a 
democratic context rather than in a 
militarised political arena. ________

sectors and other 
decisive institu­
tions of national 

affairs egged on by a vociferously 
partisan media, does not appear 
ready to yield any ground on the 
question of the basis by which Nige­
ria's unity should be structured.

Govsimance and the Nigerian economy
By 

Attahiru M. Jega

levels of governance have been not 
just irresponsible but also totally 
selfish and unaccountable to the 
Nigerian people. They governed 
with reckless dispositions, pillory­
ing and plundering the nation's 
wealth and mortgaging its future 
to the imperialist, Western capital­
ist, countries. Through such pro­
grammes as SAP, they have sought 
to structurally adjust our country 
to the requirements of capitalism 
and imperialist countries.

Indeed, the role of the military 
in governance has led to the mili­
tarisation of our national psyche.

As a result of all this, govern­
ance in present day Nigeria is char­
acterised by vandalism, banditry, 
plunder, patrionialism and, indeed, 
prebendalism. This situation calls 
for a critical appraisal and concerted 
efforts to return to, and consoli­
date, the desirable ideals of gov­
ernance for our growth and devel­
opment as a nation and as a people.

It can be asserted that Nigeria's 
quest for better governance has to 
be linked to the struggle to end 
military rule, forever. There is 
hardly a place where military rule, 
which is essentially authoritarian, 
has resulted in good governance. If 
there is, it is an aberration.

Introduction, consolidation and 
expansion of democracy would 
provide a better foundation, and 
certainly a broader basis, for good 
governance, based on popular em­
powerment. Democracy does not 
necessarily mean good governance. 
Bu t i t is a necessary, even if not suf­
ficient, condition for good, desir­
able governance.
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‘ two million Naira for the accommo­
dation of ’*« ’----- ' - -
however, i a --------UdV0
changed its mind about not only the 
money but also any close relation­
ship with the corporation's officers.

■ nnpc ----- ---- ---- ~
Anxiety StOttM

investigation panel ?? hdiarchy of the NNPC as its
may herald a re-oroa ? P^sues its mandate which 

supply situation in manv I investigating panel under the
states of the north takes* Cchair™nship of Major General 
the worse, top management E™manuel Abisoye (rtd), has among 
he Nigerian National r» I °ther mandates, the scrutiny of all

I payments from one million Naira 
I upward for the past three years. It is 
I also to identify recipients of irregu- 
I lar or improper payments and the 
I amounts involved as well as make 
1 suggestions for effecting speedy 
I restitution. Apart from these aspects, 
I theonethatmayhavehadtheNNPC 

top shots scared stiff is that which 
calls for a thorough examination of 
the’ present structure, organisation 
and functions of the corporation and 
make appropriate recommendations 
for improvement, and where neces­
sary, total overhaul. In the same way 
that veterans of the civil service 
blames the 1988 re-organisation for 
most of the ills associated with it 
today, apologists for the status quo

I at the NNPC argue that frequent 
changes in the corporation will re­
sult in its breakdown. A managing 
director of one of the company's 
subsidiaries was overheard moan­
ing that after spending 22 years in J 
the industry he is saddened with the I 
recent turn of events. Aret Adams, a 
former group managing director of 
the NNPC had also expressed simi­
lar views earlier.

Another sign of the apprehen­
sion in the higher rungs of the lead­
ing conglomerate is that some of its 

I senior officials have already indi­
cated their intention to disengage 
from its services. Although the 
number involved could not be 
confirmed, Citizen learnt that a 
number of such officers have already 
filed in their resignation letters. It 
was also established that the NNPC s 
company secretary Dr. C. Briggs, 
who was earlier detained alongside 
the former group managing director 
of the company, Dr. Edmund |

1 turn for the woi__.
Staff of the Nigerian National pow " | leum Corporation are prc^ 5^ 

I a different problem of £ 
I own. unlike the fuel palaver 
j js so far from the ornate headquar 
| ters of the corporation in Lagos and 
j which in many cases they insist is 
I not of their making, their present 

worry concerns the issue of self-oresI ervation.
1 The corporation's top shots are 
| now paralysed by the fear of the un­

known which may follow the activi­
ties of the 10-man panel investigat 
ing the activities of the oil conglom­
erate. Indication of the serious un­
ease at the corporation's top level is 
that discussions by members of that 
circle is dominated by the hushed 
talk of fallouts of the likely re-or­
ganisation of the country's number 
one revenue earner.

As the recent retirement of four 
of its leading officers showed, the 
corporation is not new to top level 
changes. However, the suspension 
last week of several customs' senior 
officers, following the recommen­
dation of that bod/s investigating 
panel, must have given their counter- I 
parts in the NNPC, the feeling that 
they could also be in the firing line. 
Similarly, confidence among the top 
NNPC's top management is not 

| bolstered by the cold shoulder the 
j panel members give them. Uncon- 
I firmed reports had indicated earlier 
| that the investigating panel had 
written to the NNPC to request for 
•------ * __ — nwuiiiino-
dation of its members. Midway, 
however, the panel seems to have 
rhar.rrrt'4 ---- 1 UlC

money but also any close relation-

I |tBB_______Daukoru. .an 41 milhon dollar 
I Daukoru, m tn retired. An

theftease has novv_
I ironic twist in the the float­

whois said to have di
I ing storage tank agi 

to the theft charge agams
I officers now made
/ secretary. . that theCitizen sources indicate tna e

I former company sec^e i pXr)er_ 
I rian, depended on the eg ,, 
| tise of his successor for asp
I work that required such. n ... 
/ part the junior and middle eve 1- 
I cers of the corporation seem o ivi- 
/ ous of the gathering storm which 
I their sensitive bosses have picked 
/ on their radar. When Citizen visited 
/ the NNPC headquarters and other 
I related offices in Lagos recently, they ! 
I seemed more pre-occupied with the I 
i impending election of their local / 

unions. A number of such officers / 
who spoke to Citizen anonymously I 
explained that their bosses might be I 
worried about the activities of the / 
probe panel only if they have skele- / 
tons in their cupboard. In any case, / 
one of them added, "We know noth- / 
ing of what was/is going on and I 

therefore have nothing to worry I about" /
Fbrnowitmay be too early to say / 

who is clean and who is not until the I 
Abisoye panel submits its report in / 
Apnl this year, and hopefully, the 
report does not share the fate of that 
on judidal com^i^ion
on NNPC: which hassince been gath- 
nn8 dust somewhere in govern ment safe or filing cabinets.5

By Mannir Dart-Ali I
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LASU
Back from the dead

■Ml
Hope rekindled among parents and students as LASU 
seemed to have pushed its tumultuous past behind it

chancellor of the university. Profes­
sor Jadesola Akande banned the uni­
versity's students union. Even 
though an uneasy peace was re­
stored, the battleline remain drawn 
as events of May 1992 were to show.

Not to be left out of {he na­
tionwide strike that broke out then, 
LASU students joined the fray. In 
the ensuing fracas one student was 
hit by a bullet and fatally injured. 
The death of the student and the 
universityadministration'shandling 
of the whole affair only served to 
poison the already strained relation­
ship between the administration and 
the students.

As if that was not enough trouble 
for one institution, another front was 
opened when LASU dons disagreed 
with the administration over the dis­
bursement of six million Naira car 
refurbishing grant. The lecturers 
embarked on an indefinite strike 
action to press their case. Expect­
edly the students spent more time 
out of their-classes as the source of 
crisis multiplied. It is little wonder 
that at the height of this endless 
palaver, the British Broadcasting 
Corporation rated LASU as the 
world's number one crisis ridden 
institution.

It took the stoning of the former 
Lagos State governor, Sir Michael 
Okedola and his entourage at the 
launching of LASU's development 
fund by elements said to be students 
of the university for the government 
to realise the serious nature of the 
trouble at that institution. Rather 
than getting to the root of the prob­
lem, investigations into the saga was 
used as an excuse for the expulsion 
of 34 students and the dismissal/ 
retirement of 30 academic staff. None 
of the actions, however, followed 
procedure spelt out in the univer­
sity's enabling edict.

Jakande: honoured
The move further inflamed the 

two groups with the lecturers adopt­
ing a sack-one-sack all policy. The 
studentwentfurtherand demanded 
the removal of the vice chancellor 
and the registrar as a precondition 
for peace. To press their case the 
lecturers on April 4, 1993 simply 
resumed the strike they had just 
suspended. The pattern continued 
until the October 18, last year when 
the university was finally reopened.

Before then a visitation panel had 
been appointed. It identified under- 
funding and indiscipline as the twin 
evils bedevilling the fledgling insti­
tution. Much earlier than that pe­
riod, the university's vice chancellor 
had thrown in the towel stating that 
she was no longer interested in the 
job. Professor Enitan Babawunmi 
was appointed in her place and has 
since been making conciliatory ef­
forts to establish normalcy at the 
university.

With the spirit of give and take 
that now seem to be gaining ground 
it is possible that the university may 
enjoy a spell of peace; sign of this 
comes from the students who had 
earlier stood against repeating the 
second semester last year. When it 
was announced that the entire ses­
sion had been cancelled there was 
hardly a ripple. The main source of 
worry for now, is whether the gov­
ernment will provide the needed 
fund to implement some of its obser­
vation in its white paper on the visi­
tation panel. The report had high­
lighted that a lot of facilities are 
needed if the university is to func­
tion well

By Mannir Dan-AIi with 
reportsfroni Titiloye Amzat

pu he usually sedate atmos- 
H phere within the walls of 

the Lagos State University, 
Ojo Lagos was absent throughout 
most of that Wednesday as a human 
and vehicular traffic flowed into and 
outof the campus. By the appointed 
hour of the convocation ceremony 
the entire area around the adminis­
trative and faculty blocks of the 
university wore a carnival mood as 
an unprecedented crowd jostled to 
get close to the loudspeakers relay­
ing proceedings from the enclosed 
venue of the convocation. Given the 
size of the crowd, it required a place 
at least 10 times the capacity of the 
venue if the people who came to 
witness the event were to all be 
accommodated.

The crowd consisted of parents, 
well wishers and many others who 
trooped in to witness the convoca­
tion of 1,014 graduands of the uni­
versity as well as the conferment of 
doctorate degree on the works and 
housing minister and founder of the 
university, Alhaji Lateef Jakande.

Even as the ceremony was pro­
ceeding , one question in the minds 
of many was how the university is 
able to convoke students when it 
had been under lock for more than a 
year. A concession to that fact was 
made by the university when, a few 
days earlier, it announced the can­
cellation of the 1993 academic ses­
sion. For the graduating students, 
however, they greeted the convoca­
tion with relief as they had almost 
lost hope of graduating owing to the 
endless crisis in the 11 year old insti­
tution.

Peace eluded the "eaglet" uni­
versity as a result of a combination 
of an over zealous administration 
and combative students and lectures. 
Trouble broke out at LASU in De­
cember 1991 when the former vice
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Weeks before the convention the 
press war between the warring fa 
Hons had intensified inspite oflr‘ 
forts by individuals within the nr 
gamsation tomend fences. Theban " 
line remained drawn between 80^° 
Ransome-KuH, the chairman ofth 
two year old pro-democracy coaB 
bon and Chima Ubani, its seXetarv' 
general. The bone of contention had 
been an alleged undcmocraHc ten 
dendesof the former culminaHngfa

Glory Kilanko, treasurer insist 
that their chairman's romance wift 

parley with the genera! watin^ 
faith and should therefore nolT 
crucified. At all fora for the resolu 
hon of this problem, these mutua l
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group. There were 220 deh 
from 11 branches of the 
and representatives of 72 -
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man, John Gimbason, deput} 
man, Gbenga Awosode, vice c 
man (Lagos zone); Festus 
chairman (Delta zone); Taiwo 
laye, vice chairman (Plateau zon ' 
Sylvester Odion-Akaine, secretary 
general; Joe Okei, assistant Sene^ 
secretary; and Okechukwu Nden / 
treasurer.

Although there were reports in 
the press that the Ubani group ha 
decided to form a new organisation, 
Adanbara of AAD denied this last 
weekinforming that "what the group 
decided was that everybody should 
go back to its constituency and re­
port what happened in Ibadan to 
enable us know our next line of ac­
tion." Bagu corroborated this when 
he told Citizen "I did not resign from 
CD. I only resigned my position.' 
Does this mean that there is still 
room for fence mending? Citizen 
gathered last weekend that efforts 
are on to reconcile the warring 
groups particularly in view of the 
oncomingconstitutional conference. 
Insiders believe that only a united 
CD could give any meaningful di­
rection to the trend and quality of 
debate. Will the peace makers suc­
ceed?

By Bolaji Adebiyi, with addi­
tional reports from Samson Ojo

Citizen, February 14,1994

on f°and it was clear that thelbadan ^^HNum^-obng 
meehngwouldbearowdvaffa;. " I "cognition ™f“Sedhis‘

MidChomfe*eriSS' 
Honal vice 
fated the 

, . couldlegates sj,am

| “Ilu representah'vesof72accredifed I ated' ~ ° “e a8>- 
I pro-democracy and human rights ■ . Amon8 those who walk^
organisations across the country Bagu were °a
Who came to the ancient city to par-' £ anko' DcsP^ the wallXm new 
ley over the future of CD foLed in 'VerC elected- incl'udeS 

L——k° Ran’°™-Kuti, reelected cham



NIGERIA

NIPSS

Polishing policy makers

Alkali: it is survival of the fittest

Citizen, February 14,1994

The prestigious Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies 
continues its march towards excellence with the inaugu­

ration of the 16th batch of senior executives.
has moved into a new world of the 
survival of the fittest. To meet this 
challenge, Professor Alkali called for 
the intensification of the search for 
newideasand new knowledge based 
on original and independent think­
ing. Such ideas, according to him, 
must "emerge from the realities of 
our lives, our practical experiences 
and the facts of our history, culture 
and tradition."

It was a timely call, with the 
proposed constitutional conference 
scheduled for the first quarter of the 
year. The director-general noted that 
all countries of the world undertake 
a stock-taking period with a clear 
objective of preserving their unity 
and integrity. Having succeeded in 
identifying their strengths and weak­
nesses, such nations have marched 
forward. Professor Alkali's panacea 
for the birth pangs the country is 
currently undergoing "is to accept 
and believe in the indivisibility of

27 

Nigeria as a sovereign nation while j 

throwing the searchlight on those 
areas that would unite and 
strengthen us further."

Talking about unity and build­
ing bridges, NIPSS is indeed a high 
level unity school with participants 
drawn from the three sectors of the 
armed forces, police, state govern­
ments and the private sector. Two 
heads of state. Generals Ibrahim 
Babangida and Sani Abacha are 
graduates of the institution while 
Chief Ernest Shonekan, head of the 
defunct Interim National Govern­
ment attended the All Nigeria Con­
ference on Foreign Policy held there 
in 1986.

NIPSS is a unique institute both 
in its goals and methods of achiev­
ing them as well as its peculiarities. 
There are no classrooms but the 
participants are divided into four 
syndicates. Permanent teachers are 
replaced by distinguished guest 
lecturers and a directing staff at­
tached to each syndicate to guide 
and advise participants in their stud­
ies. This directing staff could be a 
major general while the principal is 
a director of studies and the provost 
is a director-general. They make it 
clear that they are also willing to 
learn from participants. As for pecu­

liarities, it is a 10 month 
fully residential course 
where participants ar­
rive at lectures in chauf­
feur driven cars, live in 
lake side chalets; eat 
three course meals with 
restaurant hands wait­
ing on them, and un­
dertake local, African 
and world tours. There 
are no telephones in 
Kuru and a register of 
participants' move­
ment even at weekends 
is kept. Special passes 
are required for any ab­
sence and unauthorised 
trips are penalised. 
Kuru is about disci­
pline, brainstorming ; 
and finesse.

By Bilkisu Yusuf

■et* yr uru, Plateau State: The cold 
harmattan wind blows

B 1L- gently across the rolling 
landscape dotted with hills. In the 
distance is the lake that completes 
the serene and picturesque scenery. 
The mid morning sunshine gives a 
deceptive feeling of warmth. The 
crowd moves towards an imposing 
red brick building that is the insti­
tute's auditorium where all ceremo­
nies are held. Indeed, the event could 
pass for one of the numerous brain­
storming sessions, workshops, semi­
nars or conferences for which the 
National Institute for Policy and 
Strategic Studies (NIPSS) is recog­
nised. Established in 1979 by the 
Murtala/Obasanjo regime, "the 
institute serves as a high level centre 
for reflect!on, research, and dialogue. 
It attracts academics of excellence, 
seasoned policy initiators and ex­
ecutors and other citizens of experi­
ence and wisdom from different 
sectors of national life in Nigeria. 
They meet, reflect and exchange 
ideas on the great issues of society, 
particularly as they relate to Nigeria 
and Africa, in the context of a con­
stantly changing world."

Last Monday marked the inau­
guration of the 40 odd participants 
nominated for the 16th senior ex­
ecutive course. The chairman of the 
NIPSS board of governors, Major 
General G.O. Ejiga (rtd), called on 
the participants to live up to the 
NIPSS motto of "towards a better 
society" by making substantial con­
tribution to the intellectual discourse 
in the country. No one regime, ac­
cording to General Ejiga, "has all the 
solutions to society's problems." The 
director general of the institute, 
Profess Nur Alkali then set the ball 
rolling when he observed in his 
address, that our nation and society
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who
"So let the" 
who can 
those wh<

Let Nigeria 
break up if it must. 

But if it should 
stay as one country 

it should be be­
cause everybody 

has a stake in 
keeping it one

sel£-destruct
By |I_________ Tawey Zakka

maY be not out of frustration and 
anger but to be heard above the 
constant hum of traffic and machin­
ery.

Take the case of this middle-aged 
man, who looked every inch a gen­
tleman until he began to speak on 
the state of the nation: whether we 
should stick together cr go our sepa­
rate ways. Of course, nobody ques­
tions his right to decide one way or 
another. But his reason is something 
else.

The gentleman was angry that 
his child was denied admission into 
a public school, funded in part with 
his tax, despite making the manda­
tory 400 cut-off points while another 

got fewer points got through.
* counh-y break up. Those 

i swim will swim ashore; 
io can't should drown."

The man, I found out later, was 
Igbo and had flown all the way from 
Kano, where he runs a successful 
business, to participate in a pre-na- 
tional conference hosted by Van­
guard Newspapers Limited. Did his 
indomitable Igbo entrepreneurial 
spirit take flight in the confronta­
tion with the Lagos "phenomenon?" 
The voice that complained about 
government playing too big a role in 
the economy was demanding his 
child's share of the national cake, 
which is,ever getting smaller.

The north has held onto power 
for too long and Nigeria is the worse 
off for it that is the refrain one hears 
at seminars and lectures across the 
country. Again the environment may 
not have helped some people much. 
The north may have monopolised 
political power, but not all northern­
ers have benefited. Political power 
and its economic and social perks 
have been used by a small group, 
which has as its credential only a 
decadent aristocratic pedigree to 
exploitandruthlesslysuppressother 
people. But our southern brothers

DISCOURSE ^222^ 
SamsoiVslaw^ 
fTA his law Sitnply “ys *at ifI you cannot improve you.

lot because of your o ‘ 
character flaw or others, bring eve- 

l rybody else down with you. Let>s 
note that, from Biblical times, the 
chief reason, has been a personal 

I foible.
Samson, those who are familiar 

with the story will recall, was a man 
with a considerable physical and 
divine strength. But he succumbed 
to a prostitute’s awesome beauty and 
lost his power. In the end, he took 
revenge on his enemies but it wasn't 
a sweet one because the house he 
pulled down on them also buried 
him.

I'm afraid that those fellow com- 
patriots who want to use their prun­
ing shears on this country because 
they have not had "a fair deal" are 
behaving according to thisSamsonic 
law of self-destruct. A respected 
columnist of a Lagos newspaper, 
who has assumed the role of a mi­
norities spokesman, argued recently 
that Nigerians did not negotiate the 
"terms of our coexistence," when 
Lord Lugard lumped together the 
southern and northern protectorates. 
He was right, but I'm not sure he 
understood it in the same historical 
context as some of us listening did. 
Nigerians at the time they were 
brought together couldn't have 
"freely" negotiated the terms of their 
living together because they were 
conquered by a superior external 
force.

Something else set me thinking: 
this Samsonic tendency to self-de­
struct could be exacerbated by the 
victim's violent environment, too. A 
colleague, who has been in Lagos 
much longer than me said to me: 
"My friend, don't you expect some­
one who has just emerged from the 
humidity of Lagos, its snaky, nerve- 
racking traffic jam to have his senses 
complete. Half will have abandoned 
him." The friend exaggerated, but to 
be sure, the average Lagosian is 
prickly, and tends to shout at you,

On breaking up of the country, 
the question is who is afraid of os- 
ing out? Some self-appointed 
spokespersons of the north have 
been makingbelieve thenorth would 
fare worse if one or two parts of the 
country broke away. True northern­
ers who have watched their lot dete­
riorate over the years power has 
resided in this region would care 
less if Nigeria disappeared alto­
gether. Those saying no are those 
who are afraid of losing their privi­
leges. LetNigeriabreakupifitmust. 
Butifitshould stay as one country it 
should be because everybody has a 
stake in keeping it one, not because 
some people want toplay the Father 
Christmas because of oil or some 
imagined ad vantages theyhaveover 
others.

are too culturally and historically 
Myopic to notice the titanic struggles 
of the minorities of the north against 
Its ruling class represented by the 

°ld NPC and NPN.The Tiv riots in the 1960s, and 
ately the fighting in Zangon Kataf 

Kaduna State in 1992, and the 
yfumuye insurrection in Jalingo, 
^raba State, were but few ex- 
ampies of the ongoing struggle of 
th 6 n°rt^ern minorities to shrug off 

e yoke of oppression. To the extent 
at the south failed to see this, it lost 

an a"y, a Vital one.
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Dusting the theories
Professionals gather to discuss matters affecting trade 
and the environment under the first NEXIM distin­

guished lecture series

beginning of their effort of sensitis­
ing the public on issues of trade and 
environment.

Central to all other arguments in 
Osuntogun's lecture is his position 
that free trade and the environment 
occupy two different extremes. It is 
this unambiguous stance and his 
understanding of the trade instru­
ments of the General Agreement on 
Tariff and Trade, GATT and the

former academic and the guest lec­
turer did not disappoint his audi­
ence as he presented the lecture on 
emerging issues on trade and the 
environment and their implications 
on Nigeria's future export perform­
ance and direction of trade. As if to 
confirm the academic touch of the 
gathering, the lecture was followed 
by a discussion led by Professor 
Adekenya from the University of 
Ibadan and Dr. Ibijaro formerly of 
the Federal Environmental Protec­
tion Agency now commissioner of 
agriculture, Edo State. At the end of 
the day, however, the organisers in 
the words of Dr. Shehu Yahaya, 
NEXIM's head of research, were 
satisfied with what they consider the 
Citizen, February ,14.1994

pnTSJ he gathering had all the 
E masking of an academic 

J L exercise. However, instead 
of the ivory tower crowd it was 
businessmen and women, bankers, 
environmentalists and other profes­
sionals who got together to listen 
and contribute to the first distin­
guished lecture series of NEXIM at 
Le Eko Mercdien, Lagos recently.

Profesj>or Adeniyi Osuntogun, a

agreements, according to Osun to gun 
do not promote the cause of envi­
ronment. Neither do they make it 
easy for countries like Nigeria to 
compete with the big trading pow­
ers especially UF \and Japan whose 
trading interests the agreements 
seem designed to serve . Among 
several issues related to the impact 
of the environment on trade, are 
concepts of sustainable agriculture, 
and forestry, energy conservation, 
bio-technology, toxic substances, 
pollution and several others dear to 
the heart of the green fingered.

As if to promote the view that 
developing countries have no con­
cern for the environment, it was 
pointed out that such countries 
"have generally objected to links 
between environmental protection 
and tradebecause they are concerned 
that minimum environmental stan­
dards will be used as yet another 
way to keep their goods out of the 
world market." An analysis of the 
Nigerian export situation in the era 
of non oil agricultural export and 
the presen t one of depen dence on oil 
lead to the question of the need for 
both market and product diversifi­
cation strategy. Professor Osun­
togun unveiled the findings of a 
recent NEXIM s*iin sored study 
which identified Mexico, Morocco, 
Japan, South Africa and to a lesser 
extent, Algeria, Egypt and Kenya as 
having markets that hold the best 
promise for Nigeria. This is because 
the countries are relatively fast grow­
ing, have the necessary liquidity for 
import payment in addition to being 
"friendly and understanding."

Osuntogun's concluding remark 
noted that environmental targets are 
easierattained through co-operation 
rather than threats but whether the 
leading trading powers will harken 
to that is another matter. Dr. Ibijaro 
disagreed with the guest lecturer on 
some of his points on the environ­
ment. He also highlighted some of 
the environmental problems facing 
thecountry and what FEPA is doing. 
Dr. Salisu Ingawa of the Nigeria 
Export Promotion Council among

Ingawa and Osuntogun: for the environment
North American Free Trade Asso­
ciation, NAFTA, which made por­
tions of his paper read like a justifi­
cation for the two. On its part, GATT 
is the major trade agreement among 
several countries of the world which 
seeks to provide a framework for 
international trade policy and a fo­
rum for settling trade disputes. 
NAFTA on the other hand seeks to 
promote the exchange of products, 
commodities and investment be­
tween the United States of America, 
Canada and Mexico.

Most of the lecturers' points were 
related to the two agreements men­
tioned as the lecturer tried to show 
how trade affects the environment. 
Whether by design or default, the
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Mr.
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-lents were
man- 
com-

Tijjani: rector J 
three courses in basic, in­
termediate and advanced

TWT Precisit
IW/Tr- Rotimi 
_LVI Adewunmi 
been appointed the 
general manager of TWT 
Precision and advertising 
outfit. He was an old LTV 
8 personnel. Mr. Ba co 
Bamideleisappointed sen­
iormanager, research and 
corporate planning, he

NEPAhoIdr 2. 
^T1 be National Electric 
J. Power Authority ,

jjmtofliic ireSs1 
HP he Chartered Insti- 

rjT** hite of Bankers of 
PofnY^ (CIBN) haS aP' jep. ,ed h4r. Victor Tola 
I.- e as head of its pub- 

? abons department.
T n alumnus of the 
JegedThty °f Lag0S' Mr’ 

de has worked in sev- 
in me<*ia organisations 
_ VarYing capacities 
across the nation 

Orting his journalism 
of at tile News Agency 
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n r‘ reSede rose to the 
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Hearne the features 
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Bank immortaOses Asabia 
Thirst Bank of Nigeria I the budding some years 
fi^tinXenSo^m°n^^ ^At the ceremony, a 

cheque of five million 
Naira was presen ted to the 
Uni versi ty of Lagos for the 
Chief Samual Asabia En- 
dowm ent Fund, to immor­
talise and propagate the 
late banker's business eth­
ics.

The endowment would 
cover the university's 
professorial chair in busi­
ness ethicsin the master of 
business administration 
(MBA) programme.

By Aboky Suleiman, 
Shoyobi Abayomi 

and Tola Sunday

bamual Asabia House." 
Alha -1*!* Bank chairman, 
"‘bajiMahmud Atta, who 
Advanced reasons for the 
honour, explained that the 
dnh^ lVaS enorrnously in­
debted to the late former 
paging director. The 
lam A ChJlmian said the 
roll Asablaplayedamajor 
, ° e in improving the 
thTAn forlunes- adding 
that the former chief ex­
ecutive's conceptual inge- 
22252^ f° the erection of

n^^tandUie 
,ewspaPf,be- 

and 1987 re-

Mn Jegede

lsenergyWopk^
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the Nigerian Institute of 
International Affairs La
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ermine the techniques of 
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Developing countries have among themselves 
amassed a debt of SI .66 trillion as at the end of 1992- This 
was S56 billion or 3.5% higher than 1991. By 1993 this 
debt was expected to reach 1.77 trillion or 65% higher 
than 1992. Nigeria's share of this debt was $28 billion by 
December 1993. On regional basis East Asia, the Pacific, 
Central Europe and South East Asia showed the largest 
increases in external debt in the last two years.

By Shoyebi Abayomi
with agency reports
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AFRICA-
Sudan

Unending war
Sudan remains in the grip of violence and misery as its 

perennial civil war escalates

two zones was kept to the barest 
minimum. However, after inde­
pendence in 1956, both sections who 
hitherto had remained almost sepa­
rated had to live together. Stress soon 
developed in the country as the south 
accused the north of domination; 
the first round of civil war ensued, 
this ended in the 70's and a sort of 
truce was arranged.

This fragile peace was fractured 
by the erstwhile mili tary strong man, 
General Jafar el-Nimeiri who im­
posed sharia on the whole country 
in order to strengthen his fledgling 
power base in the north. The south 
responded in rebellion and Colonel 
John Garang, the southern military 
officer who was sent to the region to 
subdue the rebellion reneged and 
became the rebel leader. A splinter 
group broke out of SPLA in the late 
80's accusing Garang of autocratic 
tendencies.

The war in the Sudan is now 
three pronged; government against 
the rebels on one side and intra rebel 
fighting on the other. The adage that 
when two elephants fight, it is the 
grass that suffers aptly fits Sudan. 
The total cost of the prolonged war 
was that there was a general insecu­
rity in the country as only last week, 
gunmen opened fire at devotees in a 
mosque at Omdurman. In this at­
tack; 19 people were killed and many 
more were wounded. The govern­
ment blamed outsiders for the at­
tack. Two of the suspected assail­
ants Abdul-Bazi Yousif Musa and 
Yasir Mohammed Alisaid to be West 
Africans were killed, a third was 
wounded. As part of this general 
state of terror, the Sudanese interior 
minister, Abdel Rahim Mohammed 
Hussein said that gunmen opened 
fire and caused panic in Riyadh, a 
wealthy suburb of Khartoum. 
However, the opposition party, the

- 1 ■ j

....
Garang: the warlord resurfaces

Archbishop of Canterbury George 
Carey, who because of this refused 
to pay the customary visit to the 
government when he visited the 
country. He also criticised the Suda­
nese leader, General el-Bashir for 
human rights abuses. This slight 
from the clergy man led to a rumpus 
and the suspension of diplomatic 
relationsbetween Sudan and the UK 
The world food programme said 
about nine million dollars would be 
needed to provide food and medici­
nal aids for Sudan.

Sudan is now carrying a huge 
foreign debt burden and scarce re­
sources are being continually wasted 
on a ding dong no win war.

By Shoyebi Abayomi
_____________ with agency reports

^TTxl he biggest country in Af-
■ rica, also carries the noto- 

riety °f having a long run­
ning civil war, as it has remained 
tom apart for the greater part of its 
38 year existence.

Last week, government forces 
launched a renewed attack on rebel 
bases in the south which led to panic 
in the area and set off another flight 
of refugees across the border into 
Uganda. This latest round of con­
centrated aerial and ground attacks 
was designed to strengthen govern­
ment hold on strategic areas of the 
rebellious south. Pilgaire village, a 
strategic town controlled by the 
Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) was targeted for bombard­
ment.

Sudanese watchers have become 
familiar with this annual dry season 
manoeuvres and offensive that were 
used by both sides to advance posi­
tions as movements were almost 
impossible during the rains. The 
rebels accused the government of 
tribal cleansing.

The Sudanese government has, 
however, denied its involvement in 
this latest round of hostilities. It 
claimed that the latest round of battle 
was a struggle for power within the 
rebel ranks. Sources, however, say 
that many people have been killed 
in this recent attacks and many more 
were wounded and thousands have 
also fled, swelling the ranks of refu­
gees in Uganda. Aids agents have 
also suspended flights to war tom 
areas. The International Red Cross 
has started the evacuation of the 
wounded to hospitals in Kenya.

The root cause of the Sudanese 
civil war lay in British colonial pol­
icy of divide and rule, whereby the 
muslim Arab north was kept at bay 
from the Christian and animist ne- 
groid south. Interaction between the 
Citizen, February 14,1994

Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 
blamed National Islamic Front gov­
ernment for complicity in the attack. 
The party said that the attack was a 
result of the government's encour­
agement of all forms of extremisms 
in die country. Another opposition 
party, the UMMA Party said that the 
number of dead from the attack was 
quite higher than gQvemment's fig­
ure.

Another problem that resulted 
from the long Sudanese civil war 
was the massive displacement of 
populations th^t were thrown into 
refugee camps. The squalid state of 
affairs in the camps, the general 
misery and famine in southern 
Sudan drew die ire of the head of the 
Anglican Church of England, the

■
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Angola

erisis wjth
Union for Total I ~~~— C
attack Cuito and Bieer^on of 

elderf

-Africa
------  . as the maJor break-

I by bo* 5f Lusaka peace negoha- 
through °'„also revealed that the 
tions- Ben-^ Lusaka further guar- 
acrecmen' • (Q provideup to5,5(X> 
anteed^L 26,700 strong po|,„ 
people of for the maintenance 
force pla"" and order in Angola. 
Of peace, I . !fCurry, who also par- 

Nlicha the Lusaka peace talks, 
ticipafed'"[the United States, Rus- 
d.scloscdt have urgcd prcs|
sia and ro dfardo Dos Santos and 
dent Jose jjfsflTA to reorganise 
the leader jVC economic, politi- 
themselves^|0Javc|opnl0nt of An 
cal and soc> chancc. But contrary 
golanpeop leader had
tO th'i5' criticised the trioka which 
strongly oollapsed peace talks 
brokered tn jntprnall()n)|
Hc mbargd on UNITA forcesand 

p>"

rc’,cr*!°J■■Much has been discussed durmg 
Lusaka peace negotiationsand both 
sides had reached agreement on 
areas of difficulties and also ,n re­
lated issues that can be easily com­
promised by the two parties, such as 
ceasefire, disengagement of forces 
from battle ground, killing of oppo- 

• sition supporters, resettlement of 
civilian politicians and fundamen­
tally, the reorganisation of police 
force to reflect the cultural norms of I
"Angolans."

Meanwhile, the MPLA govern- j 
ment has called on UN and the inter- ’ 
national community to maintain

I pressure on UNITA to force its forces 
out of Cuito and Bie so that the situ- ' 
ation can be normalised, adding that 
since the UN mediator in Angola, 
Mr. Alioune Blondin Bcye left for

I the funeral of late President Houp- 
hoet Boigny in Cote d'Ivoire the 
process of peace making between 
government and warring UNITA 
rebels has been deadlocked and that 
all the differences that wore settled 
for long have been reversed by some 
unscrupulous elements within the 
UNITA forces.

end
-MCrly p ab°U^ 170 U^nTA rebeIS 

A n8°lawasgripp d ’—-£l°ple agers and
A\ and anXiot"PPCd'Vi'1'

XM.ncwcd guerrilla" wl,/®’ 
between rebel UNITA rare 
MPLA government K^rs and 
claimed many lives mostlv . 'Veek 
ers and some elderlv „ * teenag. 
ing in the central townee" ros'd-

Report said the fight°' 
resultof announcement b^rCd as a 
state controlled radio cl? An8ola's 
the peace talks between u'Si 'ha* 
government hasachieved Xa and 
success, but Mr. Jonas D ‘ sdcs'red 
of theacHvcparticipantsin5.'?os' °ne 
negotiationdebunked the, h<?PCaa? 
ment warning that the pP'?°Ur'cc-

i are Still in progress and thauh
I sensus on peace as r„„ ""“'con- 

state radio was agreed o^^ ,

In the central Cuito th„ 
commander of ° rc8'onal
Lt. General AlfX^"'f°rces. 

allegedly killed by UNlTa Was 
who took up positions, A rebels
and Bic immediately Cuito 
nouncementofthepeaceiJ an‘ 
Buoyed by thisnew -wist 
process the governmen 2 "  ̂
brass have expressed doubt 5' tOp 
integrity of UNITA iead?T,ho

iSav^tadXnth^d^011 

a brief message marking k-dUnn8
| birthday, where he alleged that h h 

supporters were seriously su7fn S asaresultofthewarandfhen^ 
for resumed peace talks Th» 
ernment forces havc x " 8°v" I

X™ Li
|L

on peace talks at 1 t^eir agreement
2!!!y.°" fhe form“ ;a;m°roospo- ' 

>n of a new
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WORLD ~~ ------
Bosnia

Rip© for plucking
At long last Western leaders agree to air strike in Bosnia. 

Will they act?
y estem leaders spent sev- 

eral months before agree-
V V ing to take steps to halt 

the Bosnia's 22 month old civil war, 
ironically, after a renewed Serbs 
aggression of Saturday February 5 
in Sarajevo.

In the period the Western leaders 
vacilitated, the Bosnian Serbs killed 
and maimed over 300,000 muslims. 
Three weeks ago 10 children were 
slaughtered when Serb mortar shell

I fell on a playground inside a UN so- 
called "safe haven." Ten people were 
also killed on Friday, February 4, in 
Sarajevo suburbs when a mortar 
round landed on a crowd waiting on 
a food queue. The next day, theSerbs 
again bombed a Sarajevo market 
killing 68 and wounding close to 200 
people, in what was described as the 
worst atrocity in the Bosnia's con­
flict. Police and survivors spent 
hectic time separating the living from 
the dead among mangled bodies 
strewn around the market stalls. 
Shortly after the start of the civil war 
in May 1992, a mortar attack killed 
16 people in the line of Zegreb. The 
red line massacre prompted the UN 
to impose sanctions against rump 
Yugoslavia but did not deter the ag­
gression ever since.

Many countries roundly con­
demned the renewed Serb atrocity. 
President Bill Clinton of the United 
States blamed the Serbs for the at­
tack and called the UN to identify 
the culprits. He indicated his sup­
port for appropriate sanctions after 
consulting with US allies. Last week 
51 US senators voted, allowing Clin­
ton administration lift arms embargo 
on former Yugoslavia. Muslims have 
always argued to be allowed to de­
fend themselves. In Rome, Pope John 
Paul II lent his support for military 
intervention. France also wanted

raphy to their advantage, «*•—- ~ 
muslims and Croats at will-

Last Wednesday, NATO ambas, 
sadors met in Brussel to consi er 
possibilities of using air poWC e 
break the siege of Sarajevo. 
proposal of the meeting waS a 
request of UN secretary ge 
Boutros-Ghali for authority - aS 
prove air strike. The sticky iss^ 
been who is to give orT^. in the 
troops to respond if attack 
so-called humanitarian ^^J'^Qvver 
UN secretary-general thin . f cOin_ 
resides with him and no 
manders in Bosnia. tne l2f3ot 
ment had led two overal c -on 
the UN 10,000 strong Pf° eral
forces in Bosnia, the Frenf^J---------

Clinton: ready to fire

Jean Cot and Belgian General Fran­
cois Briquemoth to resign. Although 
the world appeared unanimous in 
condemning the deadly mortar at­
tack in Bosnia, there is far less con­
sensus on how to deal with it. Euro­
pean foreign ministers last week 
threw the matter over to NATO. 
They have tasked NATO that all 
warring parties in Bosnia withdraw 
from Sarajevo and impose unilat­
eral ceasefire on Bosnia. All the 
parties have been given 10 days to 
comply or risk NATO's air strike. 
The UN security council resolution 
already gave the secretary general 
power to call air strikes to protect 
Sarajevo. But Russia is opposed to 
punitive action on Bosnian Serb 
alone.

Given past failure by the West- 
—~ countries, observers doubt if the 
__  3 war. 
The UN declared safe zones since 

. April 1993, have not saved them from 
Serbian aggression. Second, thereso- 
lution appears to punish Croats and 
muslims for the aggression of the 
Serbs.

Meanwhile, the UN commander, 
Michael Ross announced that the 
warring parties have agreed to a 
ceasefire effective 12 noon last Thurs­
day. They have also agreed to meet 
in Geneva for peace talks later in the 
month. In ever changing war of 
aggression by the it is not
imp°ssible that this ceasefire may 
— like others.

By Abu Mommoh and Ibrahim 
Saleh with agency report!

international intervention including 
the use of air power to secure the im­
mediate lifting of the siege of Sara­
jevo. President Francois Mitterand 
had canvassed the same position 
during NATO leaders’ conference 
in Brussel recently.

Gulf muslims also demanded 
immediate action by Islamic coun­
tries to help Bosnia. Newspapers in 
Gulf Arab said the world's reluc­
tance to end the plight of Bosnian 
muslims was a conspiracy against 
Islam. Others fiercely attacked t e 
51 member OIC, for failing to sup­
port Bosnian muslims. Bosnian 
muslim President Alija Izctbcgovic 
had blamed the city's Serb as the 
aggressor and renewed call to li ting 
of arm^ embargo on former ygo 
slavia to allow the muslims de en 
themselves. A day of mourriing wa 
also declared for the victims. u 
UN commander in Bosnia sai t ey 
could not pinpoint the direction 
shells were fired, although i 1 
known that the Serbs have besl£^ey 
the city for nearly two years. ern countries, ooservers doubt
have used the mountainous top jatest EC action will end the 
rar-iLxr Fz-v Fl>r»i»- arlVJUltaCC, _ T TNT z-3 __
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hatred and fear of capitalist infiltra- 
tionanddommadonyebiAbiyoDii 

with agency reports 
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A street scene in Wuhan , a surburb of China : 
clampdown

man Deng Xiaoping was one of those 
disgraced and jailed for anti state 
activities. He is now at the same 
historical stage of his own cultural I

itv n reS"Ja,1On- tha‘ social stabil- 
heartc S jke maintained, thus the 
be ccJh! /ninds°f the Chinese must 
ideoln .°}ed and conditioned for 
ldcological purity.

cultural revolution was 
in n T GC* °n th6 c°untry in the 60s 
• j r. Gr to c^ect cultural, social and 
deological cleansing. died
Rea rStat! °f terror imposed by the 

r__2^ards, and the current strong-

36

^hina " ——--------

Another clampdown

^->ahina is at its old game again.
■ ’Last week the state imposed 
W^Vwide sweeping restrictions 
on religious orders on the country; 
and the world is poised to witness 
another cultural revolutionary con­
vulsions reminiscence of the ideo­
logical era of the 60s.

The most populous country in 
the world and the only super power 
of the Marxist-Leninist traditions, 
China is desperate to preserve 
communist orthodoxy. In order to 
achieve this objective the country's 
premier Li Peng recently signed 
decrees that censures religious prac­
tices in the country.

This new law, forbids foreign 
preachings in China. The officially 
sanctioned religious bodies are also 
prevented from engaging in what 
was officially termed "destructive, 
independent,unauthorised overseas 
financed activities." The importa­
tion of religious materials and relig­
ious books are also banned, the only 
exception were the ones needed for 
personal uses,and these are the ones 
amenable to the state's ideology.

This religious crackdown com­
pliments an earlier state control of 
the media, pro-democracy activities 
and the general cultural sphere.

Chinese leaders seemed fright­
ened of the social and political im­
pact of their opening-up policy, 
which has resulted in inflation and 
unemployment. They were quite 
aware that perestroika and glasnost 
hastened the disintegration of the 
former Soviet Union.

In 1989,thestatebrutallycrushed 
pro-democracy agitations at 
Tiananmein square. In the Commu­
nist Party's view, new contradictions 
and threat of disorder could erupt if 
too much religious liberalism is al­
lowed . Although China is very much 
aware of international criticism of

!!!tislb- „ enforce this latest 
rev>va■ dcr to^oxy,someCatho- 
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SIMang rivalry
-wrn early January, the government
■ in Yobe State announced with 
M flourish that it had ordered the 

dismissal of 70 civil servantswho
1 (though civil is hardly appropriate) 
I had perfected a ghost worker scum. 
I It was said that an investigation 

conducted in June of 1993 stumbled
I onto the syndicate of the civil ser- 
I vants who by then had deprived the 

good people of the desert of some 35 
million Naira. They were no small 
fish, they were directors of finance, 
accountants and accounts clerks in 
various ministries and parastatals, 
who insisting on getting their re­
wards on earth and rather urgently, 
decided over a period of just two 
years, to relieve the people of this 
hard-up state of the few resources 
available.

Not only that, it was said that five 
of the civil servants, who include a 
former commissioner and a direc­
tor-general, carted away 105,000 
Naira through this method of ghost­
working. The new military govern­
ment decided that it would start on 
a clean slate by ordering the "civil 
servants" to refund the monies.

In fact, after the announcement, 
stories started emerging of the esca­
pades of the "civil servants." Like 
the tantalising and fantastic one of 
one loyal "civil servant" who had 
one wife prior to his misadventure, 
suddenly acquired two more. He 
gave each a car and a daily meat 
allowance of 600 Naira!

It also emerged that most of the 
"civil servants" are bright young­
men who have lost faith in service 
and reward. They built houses and 
bought cars to reflect their new 
status. It was not surprising that they 
were caught. I wonder how it would 
feel like to carry a receipt that says 
one is a former thief!

Now, there is anotherstory emerg­
ing; that though the thefts occurred, 
it was far less than on the grand scale 
the government made us to believe. 
Those who were said to have stolen

two or three million Naira, actually 
stole three to four hundred thou­
sand Naira. It was all the politics of 
sibling rivalry between one section 
of the state, which dominates the 
civil service and another which 
thinks it ought to. Instead of engag­
ing themselves in building a new 
state out of the dust of desert and 
ashesof desolation, hunger and pov­
erty, disease and ignorance, they 
engage in deceit, intrigue and black­
mail.

In the case of those who think they 
ought to dominate the civil service, 
catching up, in a healthy manner 
with the former,should occupy their 
endeavours, but they, with the en­
couragement of a former governor 
whocomes from another par t of Yobe 
that feels mightily aggrieved wit 
the former, connived to discrc it 
the former. The report of the in vesti 
gation was instituted by the former 
governor and it was handled y a 
person from thelatter area who feels 
he has to prove the point of his 
people's arrival by concocting^stu^J

Kabiyesito 
TT*t is no news that commi da 
I banks are joining the list of a 
A tressed banks; they caused 

tress themselves anyway- The a 
casualty may be a merchant ban 
Ikoyi Lagos; it may soon join the 
not because of mismanagemen , _ 
by the unscrupulous practices y 

general manager.
Having made a fortune 

chant banking, he set up a e 
house with his wife as M • he 
are never problems of dcPoS1 'nce 
directs depositors to the 1 
house from the bank. micj

The bubble burst howe v > 
last year when he ran ’kstcrs- 
hands of confidence tn • j 
Within a month, the who
millionsof Naira to thc4! yV^ere
promised to get him dolars’ ? yog­
does that leave deposito^j—_—

pendous fraud cases, which was why 
he chose to hand over the report to 
the now , unbroken administrator 
instead of to appropriate person at 
the time who happened to come from 
the former area.

Now, this same person who rep­
resents the worst in this sibling ri­
valry has been made commissioner 
in that state to carry on with his 
"sibling cleansing." Do not get me 
wrong; those who steal public prop­
erty ought to be incarcerated as far 
as I'm concerned, but it is amazing 
that in a state where most of the 
basic necessities of life are lacking 
and the little available are vanish­
ing/ people can actually have time to 
engage in pettiness and vendetta 
which are entirely unnecessary.

tHe rescue
grieved and angry, I can tell you. 
They have been besieging the finance 
huse in desperate attempts tocollect 
their matured deposits.

To pacify them, the GM hopped 
to his home town in OsunState to 
bring an Oba to plead for him and 
save his neck from the furious and 
alarmed depositors. The Oba played 
ball and the customers have decided 
to respect his royal highness who 
pledged that they would get their 
money "soon."

For the general manager, he 
needs more than magic to get out of 
the money mess. But if the His Royal 
plighness’ pledge fails, where will 
Kabiyesi hide his crowned head as 

i some of the irate customers have 
vowed to recover their money even 

’ if that meant removing Kabiyesi's you 
' know what!



■<ciii£j n- Bilkisi^

stage5

'Sth comes and

'zarus

as you love

?ous

precious

' the 
Mother 
•* reflect 

res 
retires 

and the 
--■ing.

■____ ____
1 - -our lot 
ief’my son>rs with noise 

is seen no more.

sole assets.
Is will spread

your world
>m of sinful thooet.. I Yn,V" y°e " 'Cavc fhis worid- 
 Rhts Uumay be struck by blows of fate

FTl h'dead
I "'wbon,* 

., A- cyclc- Th< 
this drama of Hfe 
into youthful 
into middle age of 
winter of ljfe

Passes 
’ begins a 
,c Scas°ns

au,Uiiin p 

ovc^«^;

, S.K.B. La:

Legacy o£ dying Esther 
"Death overpowers me 
My son!
1 can now hear
Its stealthy steps

1 And the knell, being tolled. 
Hut before
I cross the threshold of life 
Before 1 part with you 
1 wish to give you these 
jewels 
Which have been n-.y;

! These sparkling jewels 
light
And illuminate | When the glooi

Distress and misery may be y°’ 
Don't languish then in grief n'J 
For, divinity docs this 
To try our faith. <
Neither oppress, nor be oppt'05-’0 
Fight for truth, ask for your rig 
Shake off the yoke of tyranny 
Though, piety, kindness, brot er 
hood
Should be your guiding light 
If goodness is undermined

I Or, truth is vainly flouted
I Don't dread the foes, strike them 

hard
Remembering the sacrifice 
Of our great martyrs. 
Fight for truth 
Stand for truth 
Arm yourself with truth 
For, only "truth" can lead aright 
Breaking the mounds of sins. 
This is the legacy 
I leave for you 
These are those peerless jewels 
My son 
Which can never be tarnished. 
The death has now crept in 
At last
I have to pay the debt of life 
To Allah, who now summons me 
To my final abode.” 
This feebly said 
The old pious man 
Breathed his last
And then 
Gave up.

Mrs. Shabih Zchra Husaini

Citizen, February 14, 1994

And 1 die 
The first cry 
Is struggle 
I passed through all 
Toil and sweat 
Achieved and retired 
I look myself 
In mirror full lenj 
Is this me? 
1 asked.
Years telling 
Grandfather white head 
Skin wrinkles 
I waited
It came
And I die.
Funeral rituals done 
Remains in shroud 
For the cemetery 
Put in grave 
Sand topping 
My final home 
Other things 
This point beyond 
Not known

sition (I)
5 °n as the I May trail in

r To dissuade you from right path, 
t Temptations will come in your way 
» In different forms, in different shapes
» Don't heed to them
! Don't yield to them

Be steadfast! and conquer them. 
Your aim should not be to win 
The glittering but deceptive pearls 
Which may lead you 
Alas! my son 
To the unfathomable sea of sin. 
Don't woo the world 
It's shortlived 
It's like a bubble that 
goes 
Appeal 
Then
So,
Clad yourself in spiritual shroud 
Live ready to die 
For, death is inevitable, son 
At any time, it may come by. 
But,
Strive to lead a successful life 
Struggle to earn good name 
As if, this world is permanent 
And you have come for good. 
Excel and always vie with others 
In the field of work 
For, rivalry with good intent 
Is praiseworthy my son. 
Don't live only, for yourself 
Be useful to all 
Help those souls 
That are in need 
Love your neighbour 
yourself.
Don't be prodigal 
Don't be a miser 
Allah detests them both 
Follow the path of the rightec 
Which is the best 
And moderate.
Poverty of goods is nothing son 
Poverty of soul is great vacuum 
So, review your deeds, improve on 
them
For, only deeds will go with you 
When you'll leave this world.
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rural and urban 
_____ Ove«>aper5- I

The study has established that ‘the 
Nigerian press neglects the rural 
areas in its news coverage, and it is 
primarily concerned with reporting 
activities in the urban centres, m 
spite of the fact that more Nigerians 
live in rural areas". A more disturb­
ing aspect of the story is the revela­
tion that the Nigerian press runs 
more foreign news than rural news 
(P.229).

The book, however, establishes 
that bias in news reporting is unwit­
ting, and inherent in the practice of 
journalism which cuts across cul­
tural barriers. The problem of inter­
national news flow isaddressed from 
our own perspectives, instead of per­
petually subjecting us to a situation 
where foreign scholars keep telling 
us what they think is happening in 
our own backyard.

Second, the multiplicity of the 
views expressed from different per­
spectives makes the book more bal­
anced, authoritative and a compel­
ling reference material for mass 
communication scholars.

Much as the reader cannot fail to 
notice the foregoing features of the 
book, the distinct omissions can also 
hardly be overlooked.

One of the shortcoming of the 
book is the absence of a whole chap­
ter devoted specifically to the politi­
cal economy of the ownership struc­
ture of the mass media in develop­
ing countries. This would have shed 
more light on the necessity of this 
much-talked about but less-under­
stood imbalance in the global infor­
mation flow. It would also have 
brought into the open the need for 
these countries to restructure the 
ownership of their news media.

For a more meaningful solution 
to the in forma b on flow problem to 
be sought, less-developed and de- 
veloping countries should begin to 
aSk the same questions on the eco­
nomic and political imbalance be­
tween their societies and those of the 
West. *

Kabir Dangogo is the principal public 
relations manager, Bank of the North, 
Kano-_________ ______

stance, chapter seven deals exten­
sively with a content analysis of five 
Nigerian newspapers, two radio 
stations and six television stations. 
The analysis sought to uncover the 
light in which the world was cov­
ered by these Nigerian media, and 
how much coverage went to the 
Western countries. Its findings: the 
Nigerian media did indeed focus on 
Third World events. They ignored 
the Western countries, and gavc 
minimal coverage to the Eastern bloc.

Specifically, "the newspapers 
devoted about 88 per cent of their 
news to Third World events, while 
the radio and television stations 
devoted 94 per cent respectively 
(P.94).

A clear picture, therefore, 
emerged from this study indicating 
that the Nigerian media cannot 
easily exonerated from the charges 
of biased coverage. This finding 
supports an earlier hypothesis m 
chapter four that "historical tics su 
as are manifest in the British Com^ 
monwealth and the French commu 
nity" (P.51) determine news cover­
age of Africa or vice-versa.

Another significant point 
book makes to further explain 
inherent imbalance in the interna 
tional flow of information is the re 
erence to the global inequality. * 
further argues that "the question o 
free flow of information on an in e 
national scale is an extension of t 
national principles of freedom ° 
press and free market of ideas o 
it free market forces?). But these Pr 
ciples, the book emphasises, a 
practically limited by various riJ 
and regulationsin various coun 
(P. 26). Chapter 13 reveals the 
ings of a study on ruia* —— rS
news flow in Nigerian neWSpaP;—

BOOKREVIEW" —

The global bias 
Title: New perspectives in international news flow
Editors: Dr. Charles Okigbo and Yahaya Abubakar
No of pages: 280
Year of publication: 7992
Publishers: Communication Research Projects (CRP)
Reviewer_____________ Kabir Dangogo  ___

V" ew perspectives in inter- 
national news flow is

JL \| probably the first attempt 
by Nigerian mass communication 
scholars toproduccahighlyauthori- 
tative and comprehensive book on 
the controversial but somewhat 
nebulous new international infor­
mation order debate. The 280-page 
book is not only very readable but 
also a useful reference material for 
mass communication students and 
scholars in Nigeria and beyond.

The 16-chapter book focuses on 
the lamentation by journalists and 
government officials in developing 
countries that the powerful Western 
media (i) under-report them, (ii) 
report them negatively, and (iii) 
distort the news about them.

Chapter one traces the origin of 
the international news flow debate, 
dating to as far back as 1948, three 
years after the founding of the United 
Nations.

Though in a balanced argument, 
the book articulates the position of 
the less developed and developing 
countries that the Western media 
are biased against them in their cov­
erage of events in those counties, it 
attempts to explain "the variants of 
the Third World accusations against 
the West" in chapter seven, empha­
sising three of which it calls the com­
monest: imbalance, news and media 
imperialism".

Empirical data are extensively 
used to support the foregoing argu­
ment as advanced by a number c,f 
international mass communication 
scholars.

The book articulates this posi­
tion in much the same way it at­
tempts to knock off the same argu­
ment as postulated by other con­
tributors in other chapters. For in­

Citizen, February 14,1994
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eration of Africa Football (C AF) most 
prestigious club competitions

This weekend, three Nigerian 
premier division clubs—BCC Lions 
of Gboko, Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
of Owerri and Bendel Insurance of 
Benin — will begin their campaign 
in the continent's Champions Cup 
(Nationale), Cup Winners Cup (BCC

will they be luckier thi

» ■ or Nigeria, football is defi- 
LJ * nitely going to take up most 
E of the discussions about 

sports in 1994. While much atten­
tion is currently focussed on the 
preparation of thenational team, the 
Super Eagle for African Cup of

I Nations, taking place in Tunisia in 
March and the World Cup coming 
up in USA in June, some top Nige­
rian clubsidesare also up and doing, 
squaring up for some of the Confed-

15

Nationales's Oliver Opara (left) in action at a local league

ons, will also play hosts to Zumunta 
FC of Niger Republic. On their part, 
the 1993 West African Football Un­
ion (WAFU) Cup Champions, 
Bendel Insurance will travel to Ban­
gui in the Central Africa Republic, 
to meet Stade Centrafricain FC in 
the first leg first round of the CAF 
Cup.

SPORTS 
Continental championship 

i BCC Lions. -. ’ ^‘‘tionale
rise up to A£riCa

Three top Nigerian clubs will begin th ’ 
end to win African most prestiein,,* eU race 0118 week- 

’• ^ar7hC:ni^ieSBUt
ance)1 BCc”^ Cup (Bendel Insur-

l^r]^aFCUP*Ore7^s^NA^iFBaof 

19at7s 
Makurdiin.it , emorial Stadium, 
the ch°" heflrst™nd first leg of 
dav SunT%nShip- The following

try's 199? u Onale' lhe eoun- 
_________national league champi-

se clubs to 
,ionships is 
5 and busi-

.hese c°n au>‘~ to escape the 
Scefy b( they fenced by the 
ness I*6 ojres e*£s who featured 
dis^1 f'a,’rian ‘^ns last year, 
three °that Nigeria
.„ similar „as a 3 irs in football 
While ‘‘^of^eFIFA/JVC 
reaped winniog^p.onslup 
last year17y5oceerNations Cup and

X.
atthC<:.hree d°bS ery Stores of La- 
all the th c ctationC < Warriors of 
of IbadanEl-l<aneho represented 
cos an<1 , — wh „ champions 
Maiariagin theCAF^ers Cup re- 
Nig nd the CUP j home high and 
cup returned (hey have
speCtr:hat eXplainS-„us approacF to dry- ^ri a very serl°heir^994 cam- 
adop‘ed a^ulty inthen ips
achieve caF cha P ^n- 
Pairut,the°utco^‘hinMakurdi 
taXsattheh^e^kend should

j Owerri th ahout how pre 
mvea? quite a loathe bigger 
pared are thes haUenges that they

GMco is a dub^*‘hnarional league, 
file in the countycontinen- 
They are alson ponowing their
tai championship nalchallengecup 
victory m the a them a dcket
in 1989 which earn winners 
torepresentNigeria! * re5ounding 
Cup, they ma° the continental 
success by winnmgt 199Q The 
trophy on first a P ade spirited 
following year, t y bu[ )(jst out 
effort to defend the F 
in the quarter-fina s ■

SOhdship preparation they have put

“J“8.n«X-C"r“'hd' 
second Hmejs^oUdJnanaal^J
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" Lions’ skipper

J
club-But Na-

i it' 
the

74̂1
t ■!
^tMhe F/T”1

their prooic**. them 
before leaving for Bangui, they may 
have a bad start in their CAF Cup 
campaign. With necessary and fi­
nancial support, Insurance have 
players of substance to bring home 
CAF Cup at the end of the day, but 
their current tenuous financial base 
may eventually be their undoing.

By Joe Olajuwon

SPORTS__________
I moral support from the parent l~( 

company, Benue Cement •
I Company .In addition, the Gboko- 

based club has in its fold some of the 
I mostskillful,experiencedenterpris- I 
I ing and highly motivated young I 
I players the country can boast of. I 
I And the Lions have something else i 
I — Coach Shuaibu Amadu, a man 
I who is generally regarded as the 
I luckiest and most successful of all 
1 indigenous coaches around. Cool .
I andcalculative,whenthegoinggets I malty- 
I tough, coach Shuaibu is a big plus ~1"’ 
I for BCC Lions.
I In the Lions' camp is also a high

,tal “

tide of ambition to bring home the I Nat’O,'a‘ lsOre<TU 
Mandela Cup at the end of the year. 1 ersv'cr 
Theplayersandtheirtechnicalcrew I bcgg^S^5^ 

i are engrossed with what to do to I 
I repeat the 1990 Mandela Cup III 
I triumph. I I
I Team handler, Shuaibu puts it I I 
I succinctly but seriously thus: "The I ' 
I Mandela Cup is our priority of I 
I course. It has all the prestige much I 
I more than the other trophies. And I 
I we'll try not to do badly." Team I 
I captain, Bolaji Douglas confirmed 
I the players' optimism about the 
l continental championship when he 
I said: "It's uppermost in the players' 
I minds to perform quite creditably'" 
| the Cup Winners Cup this year."

continental campaign 

year.
Right from the time they Ip*? 

, won thenational division one M 
/ professional league title H 
/ which gave them ticket to the L 
I Champions Cup, the man- I , 
I agementhas vowed to make 1 
I thisyeara successful one. The p 
/ old players who won them f 
I the league crown are almost![/ 

intact, paving way for conti- / 
nuity.Soiscoach Alphonsus I 
Dike, who knows the club I 

I like his living room having / 
I spent over seven years with / 

^Honale. A few new play-
' -'’•ncruited at the 

'*'n to

sive prepa----------- ~---------
■^SxFebwary 14,1994

■’ »

Douglas Uii
Cup

be hosting Zumunta of Niger Re­
public, a virtually unknown name

. in African soccer. Niger, as a coun- 
i51 try belongs to the backbench of Afri- 
f • can soccer. So Nationale may be kill - 
7 » mg a fly with a sledgehammer. The

tougher challenges lie ahead. But
- ' the hunting question still remain: 

Will Nationale be fifth time lucky?
WAFU Cup holders, Bendel In- 

surance will also on Sunday con- 
frontStadeCentrafricain in the high- 
attitude of Central African Repub­
lic. Insurance too are veterans of 
many sub-regional and continental

- competitions which have earned
4 r ikyyij— . ----- them quite a lot of experience. But

currently they are on a very shaky
Aina n the club. But Na- financial footing.  They lost their first

further strong1 e.spiration in their 1994 season league match to BCC 
tionale's biggt?rhamp>ons Cup this Lions 2-0, and at the end of the day 
bid to win tne (he club pro. team handler, Lawrence Akpokonaar is coming cr ChicfEmman. promised to do well at the continen- ' 

prietorandBna an interview tai level. Insurance are known to do 
UC1 Iwuanyan goccer magazine, wellinaway matchers,atleastgoing 
with an AfrlCa wu predicted that by their records in the league and 
Chief iwuany® roake it this time WAFU Cup last year, but if they fail 
the club 'Y.oUhaVe learned from all to put their problem behind them 
around. "v’e kcs and we seriously before leaving for Bangui, they may 

our past n'l5„^11Cbusinessmagnate ' ’ —’ their CAF Cup

want to Wim money would
I also Projy‘ lub-sproblemthisyear. 

neverbetne pebruary 20, at
On Su hj stadium, Nation-

- ^.‘^into the pitch again to 
hunt for the African

ms Cup. They will

M be stage is therefore set for I 
the Lions' first trial on Sat- u 
urday in front of their home

supporters. The Lions are expected I 
to have easy victory against ASFB of 
Burkina Faso. But if it turns out a dif­
ferent ball game then the Lions may 
have to re-examine themselves and 
make better preparation for tougher 
challenges ahead.Iwuanyanwu Nationale can be 
tagged a veteran of the Champions 
Cup but unfortunately they have 
notbeen able to win the trophy once. 
Nationale have featured four times 
in the cup of Champions between 
1988 and 1991 and have failed 
those four attempts to capture tn<= Ov/ern .“ into , cup once. The question many soccer ^.y step
analysts are asking now is will Na- a anom® 
tionale be fifth time lucky? Exten- ^ofCWSE- 

I cive preparation has gone into thc^_—-------
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2 May 1993

DEFINITIONS
IN HUMOUR

is not 
accurate

>ful steps
inst Islam

all the 
of

White we are well aware that Greece, Russia and Bulgaria are supplying arms and training 
to Serbia; and Germany, Austria, Slovania and even the Vatican are doing similar efforts on 
behalf of the Croatian and H.V.O. forces within the region, it is of paramount importance that 
we make sure that no such efforts are successful on behalf of the Muslims within the region 
from Islamic Stales and groups.

To this end and until the final outcome of the situation on the ground, iz. the dismember­
ment of Bosnia-Hercegovina and its destruction as a possible ISLAMIC STATE within. 
Europe which will not be tolerated, we will continue to follow this policy. Further, the mistake 
of training and arming the Afghan fighters against the forces of the former USSR and their 
becoming so called Islamic fighters now in other parts of the world, as in Bosnia-Hercegovinp, 
will not be repeated with the Muslim population in Bosnia-Hercegovina. This could lead to 
serious problems in the future within the emigre Muslim population within the E.Cand North I 
America. Please see attached paper from the United States entitled: Iran's European Spring­
board? dated September 2,1992. Within reason these criteria are becoming more and more 
relevant, therefore, special attention by our internal security services should be placed on the 
muslim communities within the Western States, especially here in the UK.

3) Uni I the situation in the former Yugoslavia is settled we must at all costs make sure 
that no stole that can be deemed "Muslim" is allowed any say on the West's policy actions in 
this arec, especially that of Turkey. It is therefore, necessary to continue with the sham of the 

[ "Van-Owen" peace talks in order to delay any such possible action until Bosnia-Hercegov-

Offia

Dear Douglas

Mus'-mswilhin Bosnia- Whitehallese, it is accurate in re-

'** I Holiness Pope John Paul II has at
leaston oneoccasion spoken strongly 
against thegenocide more forcefully 
and more effectively than 
crowned kings and presidents 
Muslim countries.If Mr. Major denies writing this I 
letter, he is advised to re-read it very well and to know that its content is | 
exactly whatMuslimsbelieveheand 
his colleagues in Europe and the US 
are doing. Their errand boy is Dr. 
David Owen. There is in this world 

I a day for calling to account. That of 
| Europe will soon arrive.

Citizen, February 14,1994

«nd its

^esss::!^'s^wM||y 
in* etn‘‘hari 1
M“s nd lM rr“,y d the P°,icy

, this « '"’fa str and must remain

allegedly written by British Prime °f%ructi°” ^^rough
Minister John Major to Minister of S^LoSe the i‘ a„d n<
State Douglas Hogg. A sympathizer someth^g M Ml
in the Foreign and Commercial Of- their are totally potver-
fice gave the reason why he had to g3 at the °f^uSiirtiS, th/Lttrol their govern-
leak the letter. "I feel 1 must leak this re$cue tht uS/ 
document to those that will listen less to vpp nudonolfedfull!/^ |

l this 
attack on gmrn-

mrnt to obey
Yours sincere

John M-

West over 
Bosnia all com­
bined to make 
the letter 
authentic. But it 
may have been 
authentically 
produced to I 
elicit or dampen 
response from 
some quarters.
The letter was

A Sake original
^*^ne magazine columnist I 
■ ng called it The letter Jo^in I 

, Major didn't write. And '
I he probably didn't, but the circum- 
I stances within which it was released 
1 (copies dropped into letter boxes and 
\ door chutes in some British homes 
I last year), the world situation then \ and now, the propensity of conspir- , context ot tne 

I aCy theorists to believe conspiracy I day," he wrote. Here is 
| and the transparent hypocrisy of the I______________________ -—
I 10 DOWNING STREET
I LONDON SWIA 2AA
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