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FOREWORD

The priesthood of all believers is a fundamental con-
cept for the transformation of the church and the
nation. Although this concept is acknowledged to-
day, it is often given lip scervice. “The Church is full
of a huge army which has neither been mobilized
nor eqmppcd for the battle of the end time. The
Kingdom of God is not the domain of the clergy and
the laity. It is a kingdom of Kings and Pricsts
washed in the blood of Jesus and ready to do battle
with God’s adversary.

In Priesthood of All Delievers,  Dr Davidson Awah
rekindles i us a deeper comprehension of the truc
structure and [unction of the Church. He outlines
God’s intention to raise a Kingdom of priests glob-
ally, the true essence of the Believer's Mission, their
supportive role in the I\mﬁd()m mandate of missions
and evangelism and the nced to re-awaken the
Church to embracc the ministry of the pnc%tl\'
kings crroneously 'tagged the laity.

Davidson Awah's book is well written doctrinally
sound and mdhpensable for the task of activating,
llu teamm(r pe mple who are idle in ‘Chureh.

[ wholeheartedly recommend it to all and sundry.
Dr Steve Ogan
Port Harcourt
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'PREFACE

B N

his book “The Priesthood of All-Believers™ is

written to help believers in Christ to under-

stand their birthright  as  believer-priests
and their role in the Body of Christ and also their
role as priests to the nations.  Preachers and
Teachers have often used this phrasce “the priest-
hood of believers™ in their addresses with little-or
no explanation. This has created a hunger in the
heart of belicvers to discover what is meant by—
"the priesthood ol all belicvers™. ‘

.

There has risen 1he need {for a boolr that will ex-

plain what is meant by the “pricsthood of all be-
Unfortunately, not manyv boolks have

been written on ity Infact: there is dearth of ma-

lievers”.

terials on the subject.” Some materials available

have treated the subject ina briet and sketchy

form. There is no book that have treated the sub-

ject comprehensively and in-depth like this book.

One of the new move of God in these last davs'is
the restoration of the priesthood of all believers.
Todav, vou sce those called the “Laity” becoming
vibrant priest. Do vou ask whyv? You will find the
answer in this book. We arc in a new season in
the calendar of God. There are numerous places

7
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in the New Testament where Christians are de-
scribed as priest. It is Christian belicl that cvery
believer has direct access to God through Jesus
Christ and that the Church is a fellowship of
priestly serving togcther under the Lordship of
Christ. The doctrine of the priesthood of all be-
lievers affirms the obligation of every believer to
be a fully functioning member of a congregation
and not an observer, bench-warmer or a spccta-

tor-believer, but exercising Christian discipleship

among the fellowship of other believers. All be-

lievers should carry out their priestly functions in |

all the market places of life. All belicvers should
use their God given positions, liftings, talents,
giftings, callings, profcssions, vocations, train-
ings, ' expertise, gettings, resources, riches and
wealth to serve and minister to God and the body

of Christ and thereby fulfil the great commission:
and then becomc a blessing to humanity and

God’s Kingdom. Let those who are divinely as-
signed to equip the Body of Christ for the work of
ministry do so without fear.

This book doesn’t claim to be the final voice on
this subject, but it has madec some considerable
contributions to the ignorance over the subject.
Happy reading and discovery.

T e, T

INTRODUCTION

n modern times the “priest” is used for a
person who leads a Church. The term
“priest” is also uscd when we tallc about all
Christians. For instance, Peter wrote that the
Church was “a kingdom of priests” (I Peter 2:9).

But when did priests start doing the work of
God? What does becing a pricst mean? To find
the answers to these questions, we nced to look
at the Bible and the historical cvents that
helped shape what priests are today. The leviti-
cal priesthood was positioned, at distance from
God and needed somcone to bring them nigh,
and to appear in thc presence of God on their
behalf. In other words, the priesthood was a
means of communication between a holy God
and a sinful people. The priesthood represented
the interests of both parties — God and man.
Theyv ministered on behalf of those whose sin
kept them at a distance. Thev were also to rep-
resent God to the people in teaching them
God's laws (Deuteronomy 33:8, 10-11).

In the Old Testament, in the covenant made be-
tween God and Israel, the whole people of Israel

9
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was scen as a “kingdom of priests”, and thus a
holy people (Exodus 19:6). Within this context,
specific priestly activities belonged to three or-
ders or classes. namely High-Priest, Priest, and
Levites, “Priests” were male descendants  of
Aaron. who was a Levite (Numbers 3:10), and
“Levites™ were other male members of the tribe
of Levi. Priests and Levites were the servants of
God in the Old Testament Isracl. The Levites
were from three main families. Gershonites, Ko-
hathites, and Merarites. They were to be the
special helpers to Aaron and pricsts (Numbers

8:19). Their work was to carc for the tabernacle,

setting it up at cach stopping place, taking
down and carrving the various articles while
journeving. Each of the three familics had their
God—appointed mspunslblhtles Their work is a
type of Christian service.

God has a work for each of us to do. Let us
seck God's place for us and not envy others and
their position or work. They must have been an
aid to the priests also in helping to teach the
people. to help them know God, His will and
His wavs (Lev. 10:11). This may have been why
God scattered their citics thloucrh()ut Israel to
malke them accessible to all the people. The
priests (and high priest) offered the sacrifices
on behalf of the people. Thc,y‘ were to represent

[0

the pecople when they went into the tabernacle
t<.') minister to God. They are a 'typc of Chris-
thns. for we too are a kingdom of priests to
minister on behalf of others and to minister to
God (I Pet. 2:5, 9: Rev. 1:6: Rev. 5:10; Hcb.
13:15). ‘

In the Old Testament, the Levites werce together,

[ RED) o Vim - :
gifts” of Israel to serve the priests (Lev. 8:11).
Their service began at 25 vears of age: at 50

vears of age they went into semi-retirement
(Num. 8:24). The Levites had no exclusive right
to a portion of the Promised Land but were sup-
ported by the tithes of the people (Num. 18:23);
the priests then reccived a tithe of the ‘Levitical
tithe and parts of the sacrificial offerings (Num.
18:8). Thirty-five cities throughout the land
were set aside for the Levites (Num. 35:1).,

In the Old Testament, there are frequent refer-
cnees to both priests and Levites. In a number
of biblical references, however,. the: distinction
between the two is not absolutely clear
(Deu.teronomy 18:1-8). For scholars. the exact
I'e]&t.l()n‘;\‘hip between priests and Levites is a
continuing problem that they have not.resolved
completely. In general terms, only the sons of
A.aron were able to become prieStsi All other Le-
vites would have religious duties to fulfil, but

I
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{echnically they could not be priests. While this
distinction is clear in most biblical texts, in oth-
crs the difference is not clear. The only thing
known for sure is that priests. (Levites de-
scended from Aaron) and Levities (who were not
descendants for Aaron) all had professional reli-
gious duties to perform.

[t is easiest to understand the role of the priest-
hood by looking at the Israelite religion as a
whole. At the heart of the Israclite religion was
a person’s relationship with God. To be an Isra-
elite or a Jew meant having a continuous and
orowing relationship with the living God. Both
God and the Israclites took part in this relation-
ship in a variety of ways.

This included God’s covenant with the Israelite,
the temple, worship, and cvery facet of daily
life. The Israelitc religion ruled over both a per-
son’s relationship with God and a person’s rela-
tionship with other people. It had both a per-
sonal and communal dimension to it. The
priests were the guardians and servants of this
life that was bascd on different relationships.
By understanding God's relationship with Is-
racl, it is easicer to understand what pricsts
were supposcd to do to help maintain that rela-
tionship.

1'7
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Let's observe few things about the high priest.
Any large and complex organisation requires a
leader, and this was true of the Hebrew priest-
hood as well (even though in its early dayvs it
was a small organisation). In the earlicst days
of Isracl’s priesthood, the high priest’s position
was relatively informal, and he was a symbol
chief among his fellow pricsts. Even though the
high priest’s duties were similar to those of the
other priests, he had certain exclusive responsi-
bilities. The high priest had administrative du-
ties pertaining to all the priests in his charge.
However, his position was wecightier than just
that of an administrator.

In the same way that all priests were the ser-
vants and guardians of the covenant relation-
ship, the high priest was the chief servant and
the chief guardian. He was responsible for the
spiritual matters for all of God's people, and
that is why the Israelites through the high
priest held such an honourable and serious po-
sition. Jesus is our cternal High-Priest. In some
sense, the pastor or the leader and under-
shepherd of a congregation is the high priest.
The spiritual seniority of the high priest is seen
most clearly in certain tasks he undertook
within Israel’s spiritual life namelv, Day of
Atonement and The Holy of Holies, etc. :

13
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THE PRIESTHOOD IN
NEW TESTAMENT TIMES

It is important to distinguish between two lypes
of priesthood mentioned in the Bible. First. the
Jewish priesthood that continued to opcrate
during and after Jesus’ time. However, Jesus’
worleon earth radically changed the Jewish re-
ligion forever. When Jesus rose from the dead,
he became the eternal High Priest. Secondly,
the New priesthood. The letter fo the Hebrews
explains that the Old Testament priesthood was
fultilied and completed by Jesus Christ. First of
all, God Himself appointed Jesus to be the eter-
nal High Priest (Hebrews 5:4-6), and Jesus’
priesthood ‘s supecrior to Aaron’s. (Hebrews
7:1). Second; Jesus was tempted in all ways
and Is sympathetic to the needs of people, but
he is without sin (Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 7:206)

-Third, instead of offering animal sacrifices to
‘take away sin, Jesus offered Himself as the

Lamb to take away the sins of everyone who be-
licves in Him. He offers complete forgiveness for
all people (Hebrews 7:27: Hebrews 9:24-28; He-

brews 10:01-19). Not only was the Old Testa-

ment religious system fulfilled by Jesus; but he
also completed it with his unique, unrepeat-

‘able, and unlimited sacrifice. Because He rose

from the dead, Jesus is a priest forever’

14
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(Hebrews 7:17), and' He does not change as
time gocs bv-(Hebrews 13:8). Jesus is the me-
diator of a new and better covenant. Pcople will
be allowed to enter God’'s holy presence if they
believe in Jesus. Because of this, Jesus is the
spiritual authority of all Christians.

PRIESTHOOD DURING
THE REFORMATION

When Martin Luther posted his Nincty-five The-
ses on the door of the castle Church of Witten-
berg Germany on October 31, 1517, he was de-
claring war against the idéa that salvation was
mediated through the priesthood via'the sacra-
ments. His theses were anti-sacredotalistic and
spoke against the theology that “ex opera op-
crato” supernatural life could be created
through baptism, brought to growth by confir-
mation, nourished by the Mass, and healed of
all diseases by penance and extreme unction.
Luther rejected the idea thait through sacra-
ments a priest could control an individual’s life
both here and hereafter. '

Like a lion, Luther roared against the preten-
tion and tyranny of the priestly class. especially
in the thirty-sixth and thirtv-seventh theses.
“Every truly contrite Christian has plenary re-

3
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mission from punishment and guilt due to him,
even without letters of pardon. Every true
Christian. whether living or dead, has a share
given to him by God in all the benefits of Christ
and the Church, even without letters of par-
don....”

Luther insisted that evervone who trusts n Je-
sus Christ is a priest. ‘He wrote that his hope
was for a day when “we shall recover that jovful
liberty in which we shall understand that we
are all equal in every right, and shall shake off
the volke of tvranny, and know that he who is a
Christian has Christ, and he who has Christ
has all things that are Christ’'s and can do all
things™.

The concept that all who believe are priests oc-
curred to Luther after he became convinced
that the Scripture was the only authority for a
Christian. As he studied the Bible, especially
Paul’'s Epistle to the Romans, he discovered
that in and through Jesus Christ a believer
possessed the righteousness of God and, there-
fore, immediate access to God without the me-
diation of an arrogant priesthood. Thus, the
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers is a
sequel to the doctrine of justification by grace
alone through faith alone.

16
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Those who arce Clothed n thc penect righteous-
ness of God are ‘welcome in the presence of
God. No Christian needs a pontiff - a bridge
builder - because Jesus Christ alone is the way
to the Father. The difference between Sacrcdo-
talism and Reformation theology is secn when
we ask the question “What must [ do to be
saved”? The Roman Catholic Church would an-
swer, “Look to the priesthood and the Church”.
But thc Bible says: "Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and vou will be saved” (Acts 16:3 1).

The Ninety-Five Theses were aimed at the very
destruction of the Roman Catholic priesthood
which stood between believers and their God.
Of this priesthood Calvin wrote, “It is a most
wicked infamy and unbearable blasphemy, both
against Christ and against the sacrifice which
he made for us throu(fh his death on the cross,
for evervone to suppose that by repeating the

oblation he obtains pardon for sins, appeases
God, and acquires righteousness”. Calvin recog-
nised that in Christ's priestly role every believer
in Christ is reccived by the Father as his com-
panion in the great office (Rev. 1:6).

There arc numerous times in the New Testa-
ment where Christians are described as priests.
What, then, does the priesthood of all believers

17
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mean in the New Testament? This is the sul

of this book. Happy reading and discovery!

|
bject
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PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS

—5C—’/

¢ is the Christian belief that every believer
nas direct access to God throygh Jesus
Christ and that the Church is a fellowship
of priests serving together under the Lordship

of Christ.

The concept of priesthood, as stated earlier, is
integral to both the Old and the New Testamen
and is fulfilled in Christ as mediator and gre.
High Priest. The foundation of the priestlyvmil
istry is found in the Old Testament where the
priestly ministry is assigned to the Aaronic line
of descent. According to the Old Testament
model, the priest fulfilled a representative func-

19
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tion — entering the Holv of Holies on the Day of
Atonement and making a sacrificial offering on
behalf of the people. This representational role
was fulfilled by Christ, whose offices as
Prophet, Priest, and King describe His accom-
plished and continuing work. As mediator,
Christ fulfilled the representational role to
which the Aaronic prie%thood pointed. The let-

I to the Hebrews explains this fulfilment by
dcscnbm(f Jesus  Christ as the “great high
pricst” who, having accomplished His mediato-
rial work of substitution atonement. has now
passed through the heaven (Heb. 4:14). There is
now no continuing need or role for a human
pricst. No longer does a human priest stand to
represent other humans before God.

As the people of God,
“roval priesthood”
gether in the

the Church is now a
(I Pet: 2:9) ministering to-
name of Christ. Though we do not
represent one another (aq mediator- pne%t) be-
fore the Father, believers are called to pray for
one another, to Cncoumwe each other to good
works, and to call one another to holiness. Cen-
tral to the doctrine of the pnesthood of belicvers
is the concept of believers who have been re-
deemed by Jesus Christ and now serve as
priests together. In its purest sense this doc-
trine refers to believers gathered together under

20

the Lordship of Christ, not to individual believ-
ers standing alone.

As priests together, Christians are (o off@‘
“spiritual sacrifices acceptable to GOF] thr«‘)ugh
Jesus Christ” (I Pet 2:5). The doctrine of the
priesthood of believers thus affirms the right of
every believer to fellowship with God through
Christ, and the obligation to-cvery believer to‘be
a fully functioning member of a congregation
exel‘cising Christian discipleship among the fel-
lowship of other believer-priests.

As believer—priests, Christians are tf) ofter to
God “spiritual sacrifices...” which is indeed an
act of worship. Wor sh1p is more fully under-
stood as an interrelation between divine action
and human response: worship lb“'[ht human
response to the self-revelation of the triune
God. This includes: "

(a) divine initiation in which God reveals
Himselt, His purposes, and His will;

(b) a spiritual and personal relationship with

God through Jesus Christ on the part of
the-worshipper; and

(c) a response by the worshipper of adora-

to
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tion, humility, submission, service and
obedience to God. WOIS}np mayv be un-
derstood in either a broad or narrow con-
text. In a broad sense, worship is seen as
a way of life (Rom. 12: 1). In this context,

all of life is viewed as an act of wor%h1p or -

service before God. In I Cor. 10: 31, it
reads: “So whether you eat or drink, or

whatever you do, do it allfor the glory

of God”

Also in Col.

do or say, do lt as a representative of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to
God the Father”.

The Bible states that the Lord created man to
bring glory to God (Isa. 43: 7) and man'’s refusal
to function in this capacity is seen by the Apos-
tle Paul as a fundamental offence against the
Creator (Rom. 1:21-23). In St John’s Gospel Je-
sus states that God is seeking true worship-
pers, those who worship Him in spirit and truth
(Jn. 4:21-24). True worshippers are those who
view all of life as an act of worship or service to
and before God. True worshippers are those
who understand the obligation of every believer
to be a fully functioning member of a congrega-
tion, exercising Chrlstnn discipleship among

k]

3:17, we read: “And whatever you.

’ /s i T SN 'A,/‘
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the fellowship of other believer—pricsts.

1 ]
Dis‘ciplcship training and mnnstr\ tr (1111111;]1[316?:
grams ,‘ar’ very, necessary for every b e
priest because it plantxta btl?ﬁ; ;?;?\fho L(n
ing in the belicver-priests as are

o sent into the WOIld It gives them cles
ziie of self- 1dunt1ﬁaatmnlt@% be;?: ti; Cgroeugi
the Church’s existence era c b

F mig ave about their stewar dship, w 1icC
E‘zzzuilﬂ ht;};t the _along with their fqmigeé f
stand before God’s judgment seat at the eo ron
the age. They realise that any poamoh1 11t 5
them by the Church is not an_ honour )fLI q
ministry to serve. They don’t forget that 011{;'
healthy Christian lifc Lhexe is mutual accou -
ability between all blothexs and mster; N
Christ. They are aware that Church, life 1lnvc s
cial life are both. mlel%lble hvmd and holy s¢

rifices, so they hehave accordingly. 1C0117?§;
quexlti\', when thgse beliefs are COlGEl o
brouor}ﬁ together, consciously or nglc o
sciously. they become ~powerful mindsets,,

/ ts
which lead the community of believer— priests:

there

st.
Prlesthood is the ofﬁcc or funcUon of a pi(l)edo
Therefore, the pncsthood of’ btllCVGI‘S has
with the priestly function of believers.

a0
23




Priestiiood of All Believers

Priesthood of - AN Betievers

The priesthood of believers was a pivotal doc-
trine in the Protestant Reformation. This is the
belief or teaching that every believer or person
can have access to God through Jesus Christ
and not through any other intermediary.
“Before the Protestant Reformation, as long as
the clergy held the power of forgiveness and the
administration of sacraments, the laity had to
depend on them for access to God. The Protes-
tant Reformation taught that every true believer
is, in some sense, a priest; therefore each one
can know God in a personal way. So, whatever
priesthood believers or Christians have, they
have it only in and through Christ Jesus, their
High Priest and Mediator.

The New Testament (quoted from RSV) de-
scribes believers as “...a holy priesthood, to of-
fer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (I Peter 2:5) ...priests to
his God and Father (Rev. 1:6)”; ... a kingdom of
priests to our God (Rev. 5:10)”; “..priests of
God and of Christ, and they shall reign with
him a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6).

What, then, does the priesthood of all believers
mean in the New Testament? We need to un-
derstand the priesthood in the Old Testament,
if we are to understand the priesthood of all be-

24

lievers.

Let’s reiterate that the high priesthood of Christ
may be defined as His complete dedication and
obedience to God, His Father, and unlimited
compassion for His fellow human beings, at the
centre of His sacrificial death on the Cross of
Calvary. On this basis and in union with Him,

. the priesthood of believers is their sacrificial
. obedience to God. This involves:

Spiritual worship
Love of God

L]
L]
« Compassionate activities
L ]

Prayer for their fellow human beings

Paul wrote, “...present your bodies as a living

. sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
| your spiritual worship” (Rom. 12:1, RSV). Each
. believer offers his whole body to Christ, and

Christ offers His whole body (the Church) to
God the Father. Thus, in and by Christ the
priesthood of believers is exercised and made
powerful and effective. In the heart of believers
is the indwelling Spirit, and it is in His power
that acceptable service and worship is offered.
Indeed, Christ is the pattern of priesthood as

well as being the high priest.

25




BELIEVERS AS THE PRIESTS OF THE TRUE
AND SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OF GOD

This is asserted of the whole body of the faith-
ful. Therc dre indeed special ministries 1n the
Church, i.e. bishops, presbyters, deacons, etc,
but there is one general_ministry to which all
Christians arc called and that is the priesthood.”

The character of this priesthood is stamped ‘as

“'holy”‘.‘ From the Book of Leviticus and other
parts of the Old Testament we learn what the
marks of the Hebrew priesthood are their de-
scent, their equipment, their qualification and
their officc. But the one all-pervading idea 1n
these regulations was the
“holiness unto the lord”.

Under the new covenant the holiness pre-
scribed is holiness of spirit and "of life, not .
merely purity of vesture, separateness of func-

tion, etc. The office of this priesthood is speci- 1
fied. Spiritual sacrifices are to be offered (Rom.
12:1-3). The acceptance of such service 'is as- |
sured through the intercession of the great |

High Priest, Jesus Christ.

PRIESTHOOD: IT’S ORIGIN

God the Creator of Hcaven and Earth is the .

Friewtiiood of il Peeriory

inculcation of

20

originator of priesthood in the ancient past. He

conceived the idea and is the cternal® High

Priest. In summary, ‘ ‘ )

1. Until the law was given, the head of each
family was the family priest ‘(Gen. 8:20;
26:25; 31:54).

When' the law was proposed, the promisc
to perfect obedience was that Israel
should be unto God “a kingdom of priests
(Ex. 19:6); but Israel violated the law and
God ‘shut up the priestly office to the
Aaron family, appointing the tribe of Levi
to minister to Israel, thus constituting
the typical priesthood (Ex. 28:1). It is
worth noting that for the acceptance of
- Levi to minister to Israel is. another mar-
vel of His infinite grace.

3. In the Church Age, all Christians are un-

conditionally constituted. into “a kingdom
of priests” (I Pet. 2:9: Rev. 1:6), the dis-
tinction which. Isracl failed to achieve by
Works. The priesthood of the Christians
is, a. BIRTHRIGHT, just as every descen-

dant of Aaron was born to the pricsthood
(Heb. 5:1).

[
|
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The chief privilege of a priest is access to
God. Under the law, the high priest only
could enter “the holiest of all, and that
but once a vear (Hebrews 9:7), but when
Christ died, the veil, a tvpe of Christ’s
human body (Hebrews 10:20) was rent,
so that now the belicver-pricst cqually
with Christ the High Priest, have access
to God in the holiest (Hebrews. 10:19-22).
The High Priest 1'53 corporeally there
(Hebrews 4:14-16; 9:24; 10:19-22).

‘_In‘ the exercise of ‘his office the believer-

priest is:

A) Asacrificer w ho offu‘s a foulfold

sacrifice) namd\

1. His' own living body (Rom. 12:1;

12 L
Phil. 2:17; 1l Tim. 4:6; Jas. 1:27; 1 .

Jn. 3:16).

[N

Praise to God, “the fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to "his name,

thee from above the mercy seat ).

3. His substance (Rom. 12 13 Gal.
6:6, 10; Titus 3:14; Heb. 13:2, 16;

" to be
offered Lontmuqllx (Heb: 13:15; cf. -
Ex. 25:22-“ will commune with

8l 8 -
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I Jn. 5-8).

4. His service — to be good (Heb.
13:16)..
5. The believer-priest is also an inter-

cessor (Col. 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:1).

B) The Old"Testalment Priest’s Office.

The Lord gave instructions concerning
the ministry of Aaron, the high priest,
and the duties of the priesthood in gen-
cral in Exodus chapters 28 — 29, A priest
was someonc who stood before God as a
representative of the people.

1. The priests were to burn incense,
supervise the lampsland and the
“table of the bread of God’s pres-
ence, offer sacrifices on the altar,
and bless the people. They also
j_udged civil cases (Numbers 5:5-31)
and also taught the law (Nehemiah
8:7-8). :

[\

The pricsts acted as intermediaries
between the pcople and God (Ex.
28:12,. 29-30), mediating the will
and covenant of God to, the people
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(Jer. 33:20-26: Mal. 2:4), and medi-
ating the people’s sinfulness before

God. In fulfilling these tasks, they
performed service to God (Hebrews
9:6), made atonement for the sin of

the people and for themselves (Ex.

29:33: Hebrews 9:6), and testified
concerning the holiness of God (v. |

©°38; Num. 18:1).

3 Fovi“ the New Tcxtf{ment believer-

priests,. Jexu% is the priest of God’s

people. He initiated the new cove-
nant through His death (Heb. 9:15-
22) and offered Himself as the per-

fect sacrifice (Heb. 9:23-28). He
sympathises with our weakness'
(Heb. 4:15), appcars before God on
our behalf (Heb. 9:24), brings our:
.. salvation. to completion (Heb..
10:14), and makes it possible for,
us to draw near to God the thhcp
(Heb. 4:16; 6:19-20; 7:25; 10:19-
22). : |

C) [t is a Holy Priesthood

In the Old Testament, the priesthood was
restricted to a quqhhed minority. Their!
distinctive activity was to offer sacrifices
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to God on behalf of His people and to
communicate directly with God (Ex. 28:1;
[T Chro. 29:11). Holiness is a distinguish-
ng char acter of thc priesthood. “Ye also,
as lively stones, are built up a spiri-
tual house, an holy priesthood, to of-
fer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 2:5).

Now through Jesus Christ, every Chris-
tian has been made a priest before God
(Rev. 1:6: 5:10; 20:6). The priesthood of
all believers means the following:

‘1. All believers have direct access to
- God through Christ and are ex-
pected to offer sacrifices to God
daily for themselves and for others
(I Pet. 3:18; Jn. 14:6; Eph. 2:18).

2. All believers are under obligation to
live a holy life (I Pet. 1:14-17;
2:5.9). '

3. All  believers must offer up

“spiritual sacrifices” to God, which
include:

a. A. Living in obediencc to God

J
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and non-conformity to the
world (Rom. 12:1-2).

b. Praying to and praising God
(Ps. 50:14; Heb. 13:15).

& Serving with their whole
hearts and willing minds (I
Chro. 28:9; Eph. 5:1-2; Phil.

2i1T).

d: Performing good deeds (Heb.
13:16).

e Giving of our material pos-

sessions to the needy (Rom.
12:13, Phil. 4:18).

Presenting our bodies to God

Priesthood ‘cfA i Believers

as instruments of righteous-

ness (Rom. 6:13,19). %

All believers must intercede and

pray for one another and for all
people (Col. 4:12; I Tim. 2:13; Rev.
8:3).

All believers must declare the Word

and pray for its success (I Pet.:
3:15; Acts 4:31, I Cor. 14:26; II|
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Thess. 3:1).

6. All believers should discover their
spiritual gifts and exercise them to
bless the body of Christ and the
world at large.

i . All believers should use their God-

given positions, liftings, talents,
giftings, callings, professions, voca-
tions, trainings, expertise, gettings,
resources, riches and wealth to
serve and minister to God and the
body of Christ and thereby fulfil the
Great Commission and become a
blessing to humanity.

D) The Prophecy of Jeremiah about
Eternal Priesthood: “Behold, the days
come, saith the LORD, that I will perform
that good thing which I have promised
unto the house of Israel and to the house
of Judah.In those days, and at that time,
will I cause the Branch of righteousness to
grow up unto David; and he shall execute
Jjudgment and righteousness in the land.
In those days shall Judah be saved, and
Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is
the name wherewith she shall be called,
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The LORD our righteousness. For thus
saith the LORD; David shall never want a
man to sit upon the throne of the house of
Israel; Neither shall the priests the Levites
want a man before me to offer burnt offer-
ings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to
do sacrifice continually. And the word of
the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my
covenant of the day, and my covenant of
the night, and that there should not be
day and night in their season;Then may
also my covenant be broken with David
my servant, that he should not have a son
to reign upon his throne; and with the Le-
vites the priests, my ministers.As the host
of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the
sand of the sea measured: so will I multi-
ply the seed of David my servant, and the
Levites that minister unto me ... Thus
saith the LORD; 'If my covenant be not
with day and night, and if I have not ap-
pointed the ordinances of heaven and
earth” (Jer. 33:14-17, 18-22, 20}

In v.18 of this prophecy in chapter 33:18-22
God said: “...And there will always be levitical
priests to offer burnt offerings and grain offer-
ings and sacrifices to me”. In v.22 God said: “..
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And as the stars of the sky cannot be counted
and the sand on the seashore cannot be meas-
ured, so I will multiply the descendants of my
servant David and the Levites who minister be-
fore me”.

Jeremiah foresees an eternal priesthood
through whom God’s people would enjoy access
and communion with Him (cf. Num. 25:13).
This prophecy is fulfilled in “Jesus Christ who
as a priest for ever is able also to save them to
the utmost that come unto God by him” (Heb.
7:21-25; cf. Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6-10; Heb. 6:19-
20; 7:11-28). You now understand why he has
made us “a kingdom of priests and kings. When
in chapter 33:22, God compares the priesthood
with the host of heaven, Jeremiah envisions an
innumerable host in the royal family of David
and the priestly line of Levi. This will be fulfilled
in those who will reign with Christ in His future
Kingdom (Rom. 8:17; I Cor. 6:3; II Tim. 2:12;
Rev. 3:21; 5:10; 19:6-16; Rev. 20:5-6; 22:5),
and in those who have in Christ been made “an
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
unto God” (I Pet. 2:5,9; cf. Rev. 5:10).
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THE BELIEVER IS ON A MISSION
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f meaning in lifc is what God wants each
believer to experience, and if He has de-
signed life so that we can achieve meaning
in life by worshipping Him and serving others,

then we must do all we can to see that this

truth is taught and modelled in the Church.

Among the important.mission-related  (ruths
that ought to be taught continually are:

1. Every believer is called on a mission.

2. Every believer should discover his part of
mission and find deep meaning in fulfill-

T e i Ao ays oy 17700700
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ing his part of the mission.

3. Every belicver is important in God’s great
purpose for mankind.
4. Every believer can please God as he par-
ticipates in the mission.
5.+ Every believer fulfils biblical expectations
. when he participates in the mission.
6. Every believer can be and should be
trained for the mission.
7. The Church can be the greatest facilitator
for helping belicvers discover and accom-
" plish their mission.

3. Every believer serves.

Let us begin by broadening the definition of
“missionary”. Mention the word “missionary”
and most people immediately picture a man or
woman, usually an ordained minister of the
gospel wandering through the jungle telling the
natives about Christ. Missionaries are very dif-
ferent from what we often imagine. Some people
tend to -sec them as people who specialise in
reaching foreign. ethnic, or other unicque groups
around the world. We think of them as some-
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one quite different from us.

In the strictest sense of the Word of God, each
of us is a "missionary”. From our birth and en-
trance into this world, we arc people called to
mission. By our salvation we arc called to mis-
sion. We are involved in the twofold task of: (1)
worshipping God and  (2) serving others. We

‘are called to live out our mission by winning

our neighbours, friends, relatives and associ-
ates. We are missionaries to those around us.
We are missionaries to our communities and
nations. We are priests in the market place or
placc of our work, business, trade and profes-
sion, ctc. Weve been given the. assignment of
saturating our ncighbours with the gospel. All
committed members of the body of Christ must
see themselves as missionaries on a mission.
This “mission” gives mecaning to our lLving or
being. : : '

[t is worth of note that how we see ourselves
tends to influence how. we act. There is the
need for the Church to begin to:teach the truth
that everyone who belongs to.Christ is on a
mission and is a “missionary’. At age 12, Jesus
Christ knew His mission on-earth and He de-
clared same to the surprise of Joseph and
Mary. In Luke 2:48-49 Jesus Christ answered a

X
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question from Mary thus: “...How is it that ye
sought me? Wist ye not that I must be about

‘my Father's business?”

Every Christian must be. accountable for how
well he serves Christ. But accountability can
result only when people understand what they
have been called to. We¢ must teach believer-
priests what is expected of them. Every belicver
need, to understand these concepts:

.

1. Every Christian is called to be a Minis-

ter and is a Missionary: [t is unbiblical
to sit down and watch others do all the
“work of the ministry”. Tt is not obedience
to ignore the fact that vou a believer-
priest who must carry out vour priestly
divine assignments. '

|\

Every Christian has been gifted to
serve as a Minister and is a Missionary:
All are called and gifted in some special
area of service according to the will of
God for their lives. It is incumbent upon
each Christian to discover: his gift. The
Church leadership. should take active
part in helping belicvers to discover their
gifts and then release them for the work
of ministry.

T R




Priesthood of ANl “Believers

Every believer needs to be trained for
ministry: Every called and gifted person
should have a desire for training.
Whether you have discovered your gift or
not, we are to strive for excellence and
effectiveness in an/our area of calling or
service.

Every believer is important and inter-
dependent with others in the Body of
Christ: The Church of Jesus Christ, or
Body of Christ, “functions” best in con-
cert than in solos (Eph. 4:16). What one
person does in ministry is integrally re-
lated to what others do. Each person
plays a part that relates to others and
their areas of calling and gifting. For the
Church to fulfil her mission in the world
there is the need for this mutual relation-
ship and interdependence.

Every Believer can Help accomplish
the Church Mission: When God calls
people, He also equips them so that they
can make their little contribution. God
never makes mistakes. The Holy Spirit
provides power and wisdom to accom-
plish whatever task lies before us.
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7)

Every Believer is accountable to God
for the service rendered: Some of the
serious transgressions in any army are
disobedience and non-involvement. An
army of disobedient soldiers will never
win a battle. It takes a disciplined, obedi-
ent army to respond quickly and aggres-
sively. We will surely give account con-
cerning the assignment that has been
committed to our charge. Beware of the
rebuke of the Lord — “Depart from me, ye
workers of iniquity” (Mt. 7:23).

Every Believer Serves: As a priest, the
christen has something to offer God. In
his commentary on Hebrews, F.F. Bruce
says, “Christianity is sacrificial through
and through; it is founded on the one
self-offering of Christ, and the offering of
His people’s praise and property, of their
service and their lives, is caught up into
the perfection of His acceptable sacrifice,
and is accepted in Him.”

Ministers of the gospel are God’s gifts to the
Church. They are not to dominate the people of
God (I Pet. 5:3), but to equip them through the
preaching and teaching of the gospel “for works
of service...” (Eph. 4:11,12).
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~givenn as Christ. apportioned it”
“Each, one should use whatever gift he has re-
-cetved to serve others, faithfully administering

I Vyelier s 2 ) r",ul’v,,:,,,,-
Frvenrlieood of i e

To Luther; all clergy were ministers and ser-
vants of God’s people. To him, a bishop or a
priest who did not preach the gospel was “a
plague of the Church... a wolf in sheep’s
clothing”. :

ey /
To each believer grace is given for service to
God. We have different. gifts, according to the
grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying,
let him use it in proportion to his faith” (Rom.
12:6). "Now to cach one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good” (I Cor.
12:7). But to each one of us grace has been
(Eph. 4:7).

God’s grace in its various forms (I Pet. 4:10).

The: ministry of the Church is not a one-man

‘ministry. Evervone is given grace, evervone is a

priest. and evervone must. serve: God as a
priest, together with all others: A New Testa-
ment congregation is like an orchestra in which
all participate in the service of God decently
and in order. Yet in most evangelical Churches

- there is confusion and believers are not encour-

aged. to, exercise their spiritual gifts for the
building up of the Church. In many Churches,
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- "MINISTRY

The characteristic New Testament term for min-
istry is “service”, from which comes the word
“deacon”. The Greelk word for the Jewish priest-

hood is extended only.to Christ’s more excellent

ministry (Heb. 8:6) and metaphorically: to' the
general sclf-denving service of ‘prophets. and
f)reachers (as in Rom. .15:16). Otherwise the
New Testament emplovs the ideca of priesthood
only for the body of believers:as a whole (I-Pet.

2:9).

The pattern for Christian ministry is supplied
byv. Jesus who came not to be served but:to
serve (Mk. 10:45), using the word for waiting at
tables (deaconing). Service done to others 1s
reckoned also to be done for Christ (Mt. 25:44).
Rendering such service is a gift of God (‘Col.
4:17; Rom. 12:7). - ‘

The earliest form of Christian ministry was the
exercise of spiritual gifts. In Paul’s three list"s' of
gifts, he includes administrative funct’lo‘n.s
alongside the more obviously “spiritual” minis-
tries (Rom. 12:6-8: [ Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11).
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They are all ways of serving rather than being
stereotyped offices; indeed all Christians are
called to minister (I Cor. 12:11), and the
“Ministers of the Word” are called to equip them
for it (Eph. 4:11).

WHAT IS THE “WORK OF THE MINISTRY?”

In Ephesians 4:11,12 we read that: “And he
gave some, apostles, and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teach-
ers; for the perfecting or equipping of the saints,
Jor the work of the ministry, for'the edifying
of the body of Christ”.

The question is what is the “work of the minis-
try?” What is ministry?

Ministry is the assignment which God has given
to you to do; it is a life-long work. In Romans
11:29 it states: “The gifts and calling of God are
irrevocable”. God calls all believers into His ser-
vice and assigns them ministries. Ministry re-
quires dependence on the Holy Spirit, who de-
velops Christ-like character in us and empow-
ers us for service. We can persevere in our ser-
vice to God because it is His work and He
knows what He wants to accomplish and when
it is supposed to happen.
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Ministry turns you to become a missionary, “i.e.
a man on a mission”. Have you ever thought of
the unique challenges missionaries can face.
Missionaries to some remote lands have en-
countered obscure tribes that have no written
language, but they must learn to communicate
with them. We must remain committed to
bringing reconciliation among a people who are
yet to accept God as their Saviour.

MINISTRY PRINCIPLES

Ministry Principles are revealed to us by the
Holy Spirit about how God wants His work to
be done.

Principle #1:
Depend on God

The Apostle Paul in II Cor. 3:5-6 talks about to-
tal dependence on God. The Apostle was able to
accomplish much for God in his lifetime. He
also wrote many letters to Churches and indi-
viduals that eventually became part of the New
Testament. Even though, he did all these in the
face of difficult circumstances, Paul had the as-
surance that God was his sufficiency. He knew
that his success in ministry was directly related
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to God’s strength and ability. You may not ac-
complish much for God like Paul, did but re-
member that you do have ministry responsibili-
ties. You should depend on God for the grace to
carry out His assignment for you.

Principles # 2
Minister by the Holy Spirit:

In II Cor. 3:6-8,17 Paul declared that God
makes His servants able ministers of the New
Testament (v. 5). The Holy Spirit’s presence in
the life of the believer is the foundation of
transformation. It is important that we yield to
this work of the Holy Spirit and allow God to
perfect His work in us.

Principles # 3

Persevere by God’s Power

In II Cor. 4:8-9, Paul enjoins that we should
persevere in the face of difficulties. Paul did not
deny the difficulties that came with ministry.
He credited the divine power dwelling within
him as the reason he was able to face affliction
and not being crushed. Every believer faces
times of discouragement while serving God and
the work of ministry. Yet we should persevere
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through those times if we remember the mercy
of God, i.e. the mercy shown to us that brought
us to the saving knowledge of Christ and the
mercy He decides to show those to whom we
minister. Our desire to let God receive all the
glory that is due to Him also strengthens our
resolve to continue serving Him.
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A. Levi the Tribe Consecrated to God:

he levitical tribe is a tribe set apart for

God. A tribe which incorporates grace

and prophetic destiny is very visible and
a lesson for all.

Levi, whose name means “joined” or “adhesion”,
was the third son of Jacob and Leah. The earli-
est picture we get of him reveals that he was a
merciless adversary. With his brother Simeon,
Levi took revenge against the men of Shechem
for having sexually defiled their sister Dinah
(Gen. 34:25-31). Jacob, their father, decried
their behaviour as excessive in his “blessing” of

Biblical Models of Supportive Priesthood”
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them and offers no real hope that Levi would
ever be blessed (Gen. 49:5-7).

However, as time passed, the dedication of
Levi’s family to God turned the curse to a bless-
ing. At the command of Moses, when he cried,
“Who is on the Lord’s side”, the sons of Levi
executed 3,000 idolatrous Israelites in the wil-
derness, purchasing for themselves the role of a
tribe of holy servants (Ex. 32:25-29). It is quite
interesting that it is this obedient act to Moses’s
command that seems to have set them apart as

a tribe for a special function as ministers of
God.

God later told Moses that He has a special cor-
porate destiny for the Levites.

“Also bring with you your brethren of the tribe of
Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be
Joined with you and serve you....They shall at-
tend to your needs and all the needs of the tab-
ernacle....They shall be joined (a wordplay on
the name Levi - “to join”) with you and attend to
the needs of the tabernacle...Behold, I myself
have taken your brethren the Levities from
among the children of Israel; they are a gift to
you, given by the Lord” (Num. 18:2-4,6).
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The Levites didn’t just have a gift, they were
a gift - supportive to leadership. They were
supportive to the priests. In the New Testa-
ment, Barnabas was an apostolic Levite who
joined himself to Paul and became a gift to him
(Acts 4:36;9:25-27; 11:30; 12:25; 13:1,2). We
need today an increasing number of modern
“Levites” in the Body of Christ who will
travel to support and help their pastors and
leaders with the work of God. What a grace
rests on such Levites — the ability to consecrate
themselves to God, even at the expense of not
receiving the same earthly inheritance as others
in the Body.

B. King Josiah’s Examples

In 2 Chronicles 35:1-3, we read “Now Josiah
kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and
they slaughtered the Passover lambs on the four-
teenth day of the first month. And he set the
priests in their duties and encouraged them for
the service of the house of the LORD. Then he
said to the Levites who sought all Israel, who
were holy to the LORD: “Put the holy ark in the
house which Solomon the son of David, King of
Israel, built. It shall no longer be a burden on
your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God
and His people Israel”
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If you are familiar with the story of Josiah as
recorded in II Chronicles 34:1-9, he was a king
that accomplished far more than many other
kings. He destroyed pagan altars and restored
the temple; but there is one thing in particular
that he did for the nation of Israel, for which he
is well-known. He was the king that reinsti-
tuted the celebration of the Passover. “There
had been no Passover kept in Israel like that
since the days of Samuel the prophet; and none
of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover
as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Leuvites,
all Judah and Israel who were present, and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year
of the reign of Josiah the Passover was kept” (I
Chronicles 35:18,19).

By the time Josiah became king, Israel had
backslidden and already forgotten the temple,
the Passover and even God Himself. So, when
Josiah became king, he decided to rebuild the
kingdom the way God had intended it to be
originally. He encouraged the priests to re-
turn to their priest ministry, and he encour-
aged all Israel to serve the Lord.

The most important work that every pastor
has is to get all his Church members in-
volved in some kind of ministry. That should
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be one of-his main priorities. This is the lesson
that Josiah teaches us in II Chronicles 35:2:
“And he set the priests in their duties and en-
couraged them for 1he service of the house of the
Lord” : :

In Ephenans 4: 11 12 we qud that: “And he
gavesome, (q>o<tlc and some prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teach-

; For the perfecting or equipping of the saints;
jor the' work of the mlmstry for the edszmJ of
thc body of C}U"lbf

We should not just have Church goers in our
Churches.: Everyone attending -your Church
should be trained to become a minister of
some kind. He or she should be involved in
building the temple'or the Body of Christ. Pas-

tors have to operate under the anointing of Ne-

hemiah. Nehemiah armed the people of God; he
gave each person a sword and appointed cach
one to a certain place, so that everybody could

have a part in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem:

(Neh. 4:16,18). Similarly, King Josiah encour-
aged the people to come back and take up their
position again in the temple, so that they could
minister to the Lord.

N
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In our day, when God tells us that we are kings

-and priests, it is our task to help direct people

to their areas of ministrv. As a pastor, [ want to
help everyone around me find their spiritual
gifts and calling and be successful and fulfilled
in life. It is a divine mandate! That is the pur-
pose of this.book. I will-make every cffort possi-
ble, I will use whatever knowledge I, have, I will
do whqtever 1 can to help each person my life
touches to-becomera success and fulfilled:;And
this is one of the works God expects us to ac-
complish when He calls us to be priests and
kings.

Ser\mcr God brmos us to:a plchG‘ of Oreat hon-

our. Putting people in ministry, is helping them
to find their calling and their place in the Body
of Christ. When you are involved in a ministry.
1t means you have put vourself in a positic;ﬁ
where you can most easily receive unique bless-
ing from God. Read again Eph. 4:12: “...For the
perfecting or equipping of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Chrzst”

When you are mx olv ed in the work of the minis-
try, ayltomatlcallvx you-are involved in edifying
the Body of Christ.
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All God's manifold promises hang on this one
condition, “So you shall serve the LORD your
God, and He will bless..."(Ex. 23:25).

[ agree with Pastor Sunday Adelaja, the Nige-
rian Pastor to Ukraine who said: So if I, as a
pastor, want God’s blessings to be pourcd out
over the members of my Church, then I have to
encourage them to get involved in ministry. I
cannot force anvbody or make anyone serve the
Lord, but I can make ministry attractive for
them, and in this way encourage them to want
to minister. If there are true “shcep” among
them, then theyv will follow. However the “goats”
won't want to go anvwhere, thev will always be
against what vou are saying. They will most
certainly do the opposite of what they should.
But don't worry about this, the main thing is
that vou have spoken the Word of God to them.

Like Josiah, the kings in the Old Testament are
prototypes of different kinds of leaders in the
Kingdom of God, e.g. the Church of Jesus
Christ. Everv defeat those kings expericnced,
all their failures and mistakes -arc recorded as
lessons for us (I Cor. 10:11). We need to imitate
those who were victorious and those who were
successful. 1T see many examples in Josiah's
ministry that [ can copy. For example, [ have to
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appoint believer—priests to minister just as king
Josiah did. Josiah encouraged his people-to do
their part in building the walls of Jerusalem.
We have to do the same thing: to help cveiry be-
liever find his or her area in building uf; the
walls of salvation around his or her city or nas
tion, i.c. in building up the Kingdom of God.

In the Old Testament, the Spirit of God was on
the kings, priests, prophets and . judges. The
spirit of God led Josiah to do what he did.
Please read 11 Chro. 33:20:“And he set priests in
thetr duties and encouraged them for‘ﬂzc ser-
vice”.

Comparc: “And he gave :some apostles, and
some prophets, and some evangelists; and some
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting or eqiip-
ping of the saints for the work of the ministry, for
edifying of the body of Christ™ (Eph. +:11,12).

In equipping the saints; vou have to encourage
them to minister or to be involved in the work
of the ministry as the Scripturcs have said. You
have to set believer-priests, into their charges,
I.e. their appointed positions. The Bible tells us,
that we are all priests: conscquently, every
Church member of the Body of Christ is a be-
liever-priest and is cxpected to be a blessing to
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Prizsthood of All Bellevers

Bibical Models of Supporrive Pricsthood”

the other members. Unless a person is a minis-
ter in the Church, that person cannot be an of-
ficial member of the Body of Christ. Everyone
should be encouraged to discover their poten-
tials and then to become a minister or a leader
of some kind.

David Cannistraci provides us with several defi-
nitions of spiritual gifts.

a. (Spiritual gifts are) supernatural abilities
given by God through the Holy Spirit to
His people that enable them to effectively
minister in different areas and different
ways (E/mer Towns).

b. A gift is a Spirit-given ability for Christian
Service (Leslie B. Flyny).

(o A spiritual gift is a skill or ability that en-
ables each Christian to perform a func-
tion in the Body of Christ with ease and
effectiveness (Chuck Swindoll).

d. A spiritual gift is a special attribute given
by the Holy Spirit to every member of the
Body of Christ, according to God’s grace
(L. Peter Wagner).

Church growth expert, Kent Hunter, describes
a dimension of this when he says, “Every Chris-

tian (or believer-priest) has at least one spiri-
tual gift. Collectively, a Church has the gifts
that the Lord needs to meet the challenges be-
fore the congregation”. It is this collective di-
mension of gifting that we need to understand
more about.

Let’s conclude this chapter with the listings of

spiritual gifts. Scriptures provide three lists of
individual spiritual gifts:

a. First Corinthians 12:8-19 details nine
gifts of the Holy Spirit: the word of wis-
dom, the word of knowledge, faith, heal-
ings, working of miracles, prophecy, dis-
cerning of spirits, tongues and interpreta-
tion of tongues.

b. Romans 12:6-8 lists seven gifts called the
motivational gifts: prophecy, ministry or
service, teaching, exhorting, giving, lead-
ing and mercy.

€. Ephesians 4:11 lists five ministry gifts
that Christ gave to help equip the
Church: apostles, prophets, evangelist,
pastors and teachers.

When a believer-priest discovers and uses a
spiritual gift, something exciting happens in

56

57




dndividual  destinies

that life. Thesc graces cmpower the believer for
service. Both Christian living and service be-
come cxciting. Thev enable us to bear spiritual
fruit to the glory of God and help us shape our
Scripture indicates that
each believer-priest ha% been given at least one
oift (Rom. 12:4-6). Every believer-pricst should

‘engage in scrious studyv and praver to discover

his or her mttmﬂs and | e ‘involved in the \\ oxk
of the ministry.

Every cift is for scrvice. The Church is full of
(Tlfttd Lhﬂ(htn of God. There is no useless or
Ulithxs member in the Body of Christ. Every
child of God has been given at least, a spiritual
oift by the Holy Spirit to use: for the benctit of
the Church and members of the Body Christ 1n
general (I Cor. 12:4.11). Spiritual gifts of threc
levels: ' i ‘ :
o Leadership gifts

« Manifestation gifts

o Service gifts

Dr. Fancis Bola Akin- John. & Church Growth

expert, pinpoints what spiritual gifts are meant
for and what they are not mean for:

a) . What Sp1r1tua1 Gifts are meant for
« Helping to multiply the Chuuh

. VLo 2 d Ny .
/i /’ Siidi AA“D//,,*N RIS PO PPNy u"'/

n
s

b)

Edifving the saints.
Malke vou more useful to God.
Helping to re ender effcetive service.

"Encouraging people to dl\t()\ cr their

ministries.

Helping achieve personal spiritual ful-
filment. ' ' ‘
Growing and dcveloping the Church.

What Spiritual Gifts is not meant for

For pride and showmanship.
Destroving members of the Chmch
Compecting with leaders.

Gathering people to oursclves.

Dividing the Church for selfish reason.
Diverting peoples attention away from
the Church. -

"How to put YOur Gifts to 'use

Fasting and praver for gift-discovery.
Learn all you can about Spn‘ltual
gifts .

Seclk tor the bksxmﬂ ()f yvour leader or

- pastor.

Seek confirmation from the brethren.

Relatp with Umed (md spiritual’ butl
ren. :

Start dom<T something for the Lor d n

vour area of giftedness.
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RECEIVING THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN

As Christ’s fellow-workers, we exhort you also

‘that ye receive not the grace of God in vain” (Il
Corinthians 6:1).

The wmdq “that ye receive not the grace of
God” mean both passively to receive and ac-
tively to accept as personal; while “in vain”
means “without.effect™ You must not only ac-
cept the tcachmo of God’s Word, but must see
that it plodruces adequate moral results. It
must not, so to speak, fall into a vacuum. A
person receives the grace in vain; who, though
he is in.the new covenant, is not hlmself new. If

‘vou really are in Christ you must show that you

have thereby become “a new creation” (Il Corin-
thians 5:17); the branches of the true vine must
bear fruit. Every believer- priest must be sure he
or she does not receive the manifold grace of

God without the needed effect in his or her life
and ministry.

What is this graée? In Rorrians. 12:3,6 Paul

states: “For [ say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is: among you, not to think
of himself more hthZJ than he ought to think,
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt
to every man the measure of faith.
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..Having then gifts differing accord-
ing to the grace that is given to us,
whether prophecy, let us prophesy accord-
ing to the p'ropoﬁio,n, of faith ...”

'

Receiving the ‘grace of God in vain” can be in-

'

terpreted to mean:

1. Not acceptmcr the saving grace of God
with reconciliation ;and justification of
God through Jesus Christ.

2. It 1mp11es plax ing \Vlth seekmo the grace
of God that sought vou a sinner

3. It implies not abiding by the pro‘\"i's‘ions of
th“e’keep‘i‘n'g grace .of God as recorded in
Titus 2:11,12.

4. It implies not discovering and putting to
use the gifts or giftings according to the
grace that is given to each and every be-
liever. . '

5. It implies neglecting the gift in you (I Tim.
4:14). | C

You have received the grace of God in
vam ~when you fail to discover and ex-
ercise the grace-gifts or giftings given to

ol
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‘that brings ‘divine blessing.”

vou by the Holy Spirit for the.work of the
ministry for the edifving of the
Christ and the fulﬁ]mcnt of a particular
prophetic purpose of God Almighty, e.g.
the tomb of Joseph of Aramathca and the
owncer of the ass Jesus rode on.

What do the terms “grace” and “gift”
mean? The word “gift” means “power and
equipment for ministry.” The Greelk street
meaning for gift is charisma - a gift of
orace. It refers to ministrv ability or the
power to accomplish something supcer-
naturally for God. When a Christian uses
his or her spiritual gift (e.g. the gift of
prophecy), that person is e\pu‘lencmo
the Holy Spirit's power and ¢ cquipment for
ministry flowing through his or her life.

%3

The word “grace” mecans “an influence
The Greek
street-meaning  for ‘gracc is charis -
meaning blessing or kindness. Notice the
similarity between these two words —
“charis” and “charisma”. Their common
root meaning 'is “things which produce
well-being”.

In the context of our text, “charis” refers
to the influence of the Holv Spirit that

brings supernatural blessing. While a gift
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is usually a specific spiritual ability, such
as prophecy or intercession, grace can
mean any number of spiritual blessings
or influences. including but not limited to
any spiritual gifting. Grace is broader,
encompassing all spiritual blessings.

!

thu makes a gift

0. Gracce 1s the IDHUGHL
-~ work.

7. Gifts come through grace.

S. When a spiritual gift works., it is spread-
ing gracc (the influence, that brings: a
blessing) to areas of the Body of Christ
that need 1t.

9. A gift operates. but grace saturates

10. If the grace ever lifted, the gift would
cease to function.

When Paul addressed the Corinthian believers
about the generosity and sacrifice of the
Churches of Macedonia, he used the term
“charis” to describe the Holv Spirit's intluence
on them collectively: o

“WMoreover: brethren. we  make knowwn to you the
grace (charis) of God bestowed on the Churches

O3
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of Macedonia So we urged Titus, that as he
had begun, so he would also complete this grace
(charis) in your as well. But as you abound in
everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
all. diligence, and in your love for us — see that
you abound in this grace (charis) also™ (II Cor.
8:1, 6, 7).

[t is impossible to overestimate the importance
of grace. Grace is the super-vitamin of the soul,

the oxvegen of our faith, .the fuel of the spirit.

Without grace in our lives individually and cor-
porately, we would be lifcless and wiseless,
hopeless and faithless. The ultimate calling on
believers is to understand, - cxperience and
manifest grace not as a buving power, but as
ministering power, so that gracc is utilised to-
ward specific-needs. :

The Bible teaches us that as believers, we have
been given grace: “But to each one of us grace
was given according to the measure of Christ’s
gift” (Eph. 4:7). “Having then gifts differing ac-

cording to the grace that is given to us, let us use

them” (Rom. 12:0).

So many bclievers have never discovercd the
grace that resides in them through Jesus
Christ. This makes their lives lack power and

fruit. When we discover that grace is available,

64 -

i 2 e - i o
N T N R N R
P T N AR A S VO A 0 B A VRV Y

to us. we are readv to be used by God at anyv-
time. The grace is always available. You can
minister to any person anvtime, using vour cell
phone. God will hear yvour voicce and answer
speedily. Please receive not the grace of God in
vain. Discover the grace God has deposited in
vou by the working of the Holy Spirit.

Please do not violate the grace of God. The
Scriptures state that gracce can be violated
thus:

a. Receive the gracce of God in vain (II Cor.
O:1).

h. Not set aside the grace of God ... (Gal. 2:21).

c. You have fallen alwavs from grace (Gal
504,

d. And insulted
10:29).

¢. Looking carcfully lest anvone fall short of
the grace of God (Heb. 12:15).

f. Ungodly men who turn the grace of our God
into lewdness and denyv the only Lord God
and our Lord Jesus Christ (Jude ).

(Heb.

the Spirit of grace
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RE-IWAKEN THE LAITY AND THE
CHURCH WILL CHENGE FOR BETTER

——

f there is a strong desire to sec a remartk-

able change in today’s Church as in the

carly Church. then there is the necd to
awalken the laity and cnable them to become
true disciples of Christ.

According to John Oak. there has been an
awalening that has thrown new light into the
Church in the twentieth century: it is the lay
movement. John Oalc opines that:

_in rediscovering the laity, the
twenticth-century moverment can be
compared in size and impact to the
reformation of the sixteenth century.
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.1t the reformation rejuvenated the
true image of the Church of God,
then the lay movement can restorce
the true image of the Church to the
world.

Reforming the nature of the Church depends a
grcat deal on how lay people sce themselves.
The sclf-image of the laityv is very crucial to the
1:(\(11&('0\'01‘11154‘ of the apostolic naturc of the
Church. Who thev think they are and what
th.c-ir response is to that perception will deter-
mine the nature of that Church. If lay people
think of themselves as mere gue&té of the
C;h urch, then they will be satisfied with protec-
@on undgr the umbrella of the clergy. The guid-
ing principle of discipleship is a biblical strat-
cgv to change the lav person’s wayv of thinking
or self-image. What an amazing change would
come over todav’s Churches it the lay people
§\'111 see themselves in the light of the Scrip-
tures.

The call to awaken the laitv is not entirely due
to the needs of the times but must be regﬁrded
as a biblical mandate. According John Scott as
quoted by John Oalk, “The real reason for ex-
pecting the laity to be responsible, active and
constructive: Church members is biblical, not
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pragmatic, grounded on theological principle,
not on expediency. It is neither because the
clerey necd the laity to help them, nor becausc
the laity want to be of use, nor because the
world think this way, but because God Himscll
has revealed it as His will. Moreover, the only
way in which the laity will come to sce and ac-
cept their inalienable rights and duties in the
Church is that thev come to recognise them in
the Word ot God as the will of God for the peo-
ple of God™.

in the initial stages of the early Church, the
lavmen kept their position intact. The focus of
the Church was on the laity. The carly life of
the Church was characterised by layvimen func-
tioning in their rightful place. Take a voll-call of
the active participants in the carly Church and
vou find that all informal missionaries were the
laitv. This continued until the Dark Ages took
over. According to history, periods of relorma-
tion and revival were usually times of restora-
tion for lavmen. e.g Wicliff, Luther, ete. while
cras of stagnation and corruption were usually
times of tvranny, by the clergy.

[t is. worth noting that a Church whose layv
members are either in slumber or in a state of
stagnation cannot be said to be healthy. A stag-
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nant Church is sick. If we continue to avoid re-
leasing the lay pcople-into ministry, developing
them into better disciples of Christ and con-
tinue to kecp the Church clergv-dominated or
led. it will result in a stagnant Church. God
help us! The solution to this is properly devel-
oping. mobilising and rcleasing the laity into
ministry.

Frank Damazio has noted that: “... leadership
insccurity hinders the releasing of the whole
bodyv to do the whole work of ministry’.

And David Watson who wrote a book on the
subject of the laity articulates the problem well:
“Most protestant denominations have becn as
priest-ridden as the Roman Catholics. It is the
minister, vicar or pastor who has dominated
the whole proceedings. In other words, the
clergv-laity divisions have continued in much
the same way as in pre-reformation times, and
the doctrine of spiritual gifts and body ministry
have been largelv ignored”.

I totallv agrec with Bill Hull. in his book Disci-
ple Making Pastor, where he opined: “The first
reformation took the Word of God exclusively
out of the hands of the clergy and put it into
the hands of the people (laity). The second ref-
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ormation is to gct the ministry exclusively out
of the hands of the clergy and into the hands of
the people (laity), where it rightly belongs.

Elton True Blood opines that if the average
Church should suddenlv take seriously the no-
tion that everv member, man or women, is
really a minister of Christ we could have somce-
thing like a revolution in a verv short time. Ac-
cording Frank Damazio, a lay person 1s:

nothing less than a new humanity.
o the vanguard of the furure.

o the prototvpe of the Kingdom of God not vet
completed.

e a person of the future living in the present.

The biblical emphasis is not on the omni-
competent leader, but a multi-gifted body.
Exacting one gift or ministry above others in
the Body of Christ will alwavs negate the
beauty and variety ol a gift-working body of
people. Pastors, prophets. evangelists, apostles,
tcachers arc the ascension gifts that have spe-
cific function. Eph. 4:11-13: "And He Himself
gave some (o be Apostles, some prophets, some
cvangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for
the equipping of the saints for the work of
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ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, till will all come to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God to a per-

feet man. to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.”

The word “equip” is taken from the Greek word
“liatartismos”, which means to “prepare some-
one. to train. repair, adjust or impart’. This
simply means that we move pcople from being
spectators to participators; from watching from
afar to actually taking part and becoming active
as a functioning part of the body. Frank
Damazio has listed words that describe those
who equip to include:

a. Traincrs of the soldiers in army of the
Lord.

b. Restorers of those in the Body of Christ.

C. Framers of the boards of God’s housc.

d. Excreisers of the muscles in Christ's
Bodxy.

€. Shapers of the stones in the temple of the
Lord.

. Healers of the breaches in the hedges of

God's garden.




g. Liberators of those who are bound.

h. Adjustc‘rs of those whose bones are joint.

1. Menders of those whose bones arc bro-
ken.

] Placers of God's people.

k. Organizers of the Lord’s Kingdom.

. Molders of God's clay vessels.

m. Seers of potential for God's service.

The great Almightyv God designed the body of
Christ to function at its best when each and
every member does his or her part through the
empowcring of the Holy Spirit to minister or
serve others according to the capacity to serve
that has been given to us.

WHO ARE THE LAITY OR LAYMEN?

The Hebrew word for “laitv” or “lavmen” s
“Laikos™ not found in the New Testament. How-
cver, it shares the same mcaning with the
“laos™ which appears frequently in the Bible.
The word “laos™ simply means  a “pcople
group”, or a "mob of people”. Both in sccular
and biblical terms. it is always used as a gen-
eral term including all the people of a group

-
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and not a spccial portion of people within a
group.

According to John Oak, “Therefore. kecp\ in
mind that the original meaning of lavmen refers
to choscen people involving the whole Church
which is the body of believers. Furthermore, the
meaning of the word lavmen does not include a
divisive line between clergy and the rest of be-
lievers. There is no basis for dividing the chil-
dren of God within the Church. Theretore, even
the role of the clergy does not confer a different
status from the rest of believers,

A DISTORTED VIEW OF THE CHURCH
BIRTHED THE DISTORTED VIEW OF THE
WORD “LAITY”

In the words of John Oalk:
Let me first explain the concept of
the Church as the gathering of God's
chosen people. All who believe in Je-
sus Christ are God's pecople. chosen
by Him. There can be no difference
between the clergy and the laity rela-
tive to being chosen, since all have
been called out by  grace.....The
Church is alwavs and in all cases the
whole people of God. the whole cc-




le(;‘%jéi. the whole fellowship of the
taithful. Thercfore, all believers are
mcmbcm of God’s pcople and thé
(;hUI’(,‘h rom  basicallv equal po&i;
tons. Without a question, cach (11;1(1
Cverone is chosen. is a belicver, and
1s a brother or a sister.

[he Holv Spirit came upon the Church and
g}’l(;h rbc'lie\'(‘r. changing samc into.a new 7(‘;‘6’1—
tton. By reason of this act all bohcvém hu\'é bLu
come a holv priesthood offering SpiriﬁlalVszitcri;
1~1c<:>x‘(1(‘(:‘@})1@—1})](“ to God (I Pet, 27:4.5). This sacri-
fice 1s not a material but spiritual S(’{C]‘iﬁé@ of
praver. praise and thankseivine, and 1‘(—\p;*n—
tance. There is no difference, 1hef%f<t>r<tu b@t/\\'c:(m
clergy and layvpeople in having the ind\{t\lhﬁc"
presence of the Holv Spirit. and in being o hm]:
prh-sr}ymd offering spiritual sacrifice \:ith th;f
1‘101}) of the Holy Spirit. Lavimen and women who
form  the Church are naturally the prjlrjcip"iil
(‘(')mpo‘n@m‘&iof the Church and are the <;(:mrnmlkl~
N‘It»\' of the Church itself. The clergv are also a
SEI‘L’I{(‘gi(‘ part ol the Church, but <;ﬁnlv b%' xuum
of mcm'bership in the Church COTD\IﬂLl»I’lit\' a€
the cquippers for the work of ministry. o

V}r’hc‘n you consider the concept of the Body of
Christ. for cxample, the Church as the Body of
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Christ refers to the fact that each belicver, as
an esscntial part, is important and is equally
endowed with special talents and dignity. Can
there be any difference between the clergy ad
laity in this aspect? The answer is emphatic no!
John Oak opines:

A distinctive quality of the body is
that it brings all believers into an in-
terdependent relationship. This is S0
crucial that if a believer s scvered
from the Church. it is difficult to
maintain his or her faith normally.
Faith docs not cxist by itsell. but in
the actual men who believe.  And
these men do not live as separafe in-
dividuals isolated believer that have
their fith through the community....
Deep. dependent relationships
among belicves assume the necessIity
of mutual co-operation. They cannot
cxist if thev do not help one another.
Not onlv should clergy scrve the la-
ity, but also lay members must take
responsibility for  the ministry ¢l
spiritual service toward onc ancther.
For this purpose. the Holy Spirit
gives the manifestation of the Spirit
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to each member individually (I Cor,

2:11). The manifestation of the
Spirit is equal, without exception or
distinction.

From the foregoing, it can scen that there is no
hiblical basis found in Seripture for a dichot-
omy between clergy and laity. It is quitc visible
that in realitv, lav members of our Churches
arc often treated as if thev are lower in class
than the clergy. There is a common pere ~option
that clergy are most important part of the
Church. Many behave as if the laity are ser-
vants who exist for the clergy. This misconcep-
rion need to be corrected through the teaching
of the priesthood of believers. ‘

The distorted view of the word “laity” was pub-
licly introduced by Bishop Cvprian.
to history, around the third century when the
Roman Empire officially recogniscd the word
“aitvt to mean  all believers cxcluding  the
clergv. the Church grew at a tremendous rate,
but at the same time. it could not avoid becom-
ing institutionalised. At that stage. professional
clergy appeared to lead these institutions. This
issuc of what came to be formally called the
general population of belicvers soon caine nto

exisience. It is at this point that Bishop Cyp-

According
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rinn coined the 1"1@ “laity” to describe thom.
The titles “clergy™ and “laity” came to separate
those who were pn)ie\\umn]]\ working for the
Church and those who were not, just as there
was o distinetion between priests and the peo-
ple in the Old Testament period. The word
“laity” deteriorated to mean "a preswmed” two
distinet classes within the Church \\hmh origl-
nally was not so.

WHAT ROLE IS EXPECTED OF
THE LAITY OR LAYMEN

How can lavmen and women recover their origl-
nal status and fulfil their true role in this envi-
ronment of the Church? I we truly de sire to ac-
tivate the laitv and change the character of our
Churches. then we must no longer accept the
abnormal and unbiblical dichotomy of clergy
and laitv. We must enthronc the priesthood of
all b(ht‘\t‘l However., we have the ascension
vifts of men to the Church for the equipping of
the saints for the worl of ministry.

It is strange to persist in using the debascd
word “laity” in the Church w hen we are all one
people and the same children of God. Let us de-
liberately and consciously replace the word




“laity” with the
priest”

compound word

The Taity (believer-pricsis) cannot be independ-

ent of the Church. Theyv can no longer be spee-
tators who come to Church regularly to be in-
spirced by rituals and patrons who contribute to
the running of the Church. Thev are as much a
part of the body of Christ and so they should be
cquipped to function at their best as part of the
body.

[n many Churches. the laity (believer-priests)
are slumbering giants with amazing powers and
potentials are not functioning. Of course, ev Cry
Church has o small percentage of zealous and
scll-sacrificing laity (believer-priests). The larger
percentage of them i the Church have been
alienated from their important work. The
cral realitv of the
Churches,

gen-
meatter is that in most
these lavmen and women (believer-
priests) arc not taught from the Bible

about
who thev arc. what their calling are, and how

they should prepare to serve the Lord. This cer-
tainly is a detrimental weakness of the modern
Church. The 21#-century Church should once
again rediscover the real significance and rele-
vance of the laitv (belicver-priests). W

€ must
awalen them from their slumber.
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ARCHITECT BUNMI ADEDEJI'S DESCRIP-
TION OF THE ROLE OF THE LAITY
(BELIEVER-PRIESTS)

If vou know the laity and know how to equip
them. vou will enjoy them. The slecping olant n
the Christian community is the laity, Wake
them up. They like to work bchmd. the scr‘envc
lilke Joseph of Arimathaca. theyv will do any-
thing theyv know is profitable. Malke them un-
derstand that any work for God is a great work.
Usc the laity according to their nblht\ and not
above their ab ilitv. Help them discover their tal-
cnts and use them. Theyv are necded to build &
good managemaent teanl. Theyv are the informa-
Uun technology providers. They are lilke subma-
Fines that can dive deep and destroy the enemy
targets, Equip them to render service that they
enjov. The lainy cannot do without the minister
and the minister cannot do awithout the laity.
Thev are the firewood, while the minister is the
match that lights them up. Team work 1s
necded between them and the minister. They
are morc open o their colleagues. c.g. doctorf
to doclors: cngineers to cnginesrs. Poornan to
poorman, etc.
Areas that vou can use them:
«  They are good materials for evangelism and
missions.




e Use them as ushers, ete.
o« Mobilising them as prayver teams.

o Usc them as trainers or equippers. ctc.

EMPOWERING LEADERSHIP:
UNLEASHING THE LAITY

John O. Okoni (General Secrctary of Assemblies
of God. Nigeria) notes that “the Church must
take the issuc of laitv involvement in Church
ministrics seriously.  Church  leacdcers  must
unicash the laityv™. 1t is Thom Rainer who said.
“The higher the levels of laity involvement. the
more likely the members arc to remain in the
Church as productive disciples”

(Rainer, 1999:174). In empowering the laity, the
Church must emphasise “everv-member’ minis-
try in a wayv that does not undermine the pas-
tor's: authority. Empowering the laity implics
helping  belicvers  develop  their  giltedness,
equipping, supporting. motivating, and mentor-
ing individuals to become all that God wants
them to be. The Church should identifv mem-
bers' gifts, help people discover and recognisc
their gifts. convince members of their talents to
appropriate ministry positions in the Church to
fulfil God’s desien for their lives and support
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them with training and needed resources
(Smlth 1992: 6))

Avoid misusing the laity (bcliever- priests).--Do
not turn them into financiers except they are

gifted in that area. First of all; convert their
soul and then their purse: Do not malke them
what -God has not made:them: You destroy
them byithat means, €.g. cordaining them pas-
tors to keep them tled down to your ministry or
Conﬁlegduon o

The picture of the laity in the early Church as
recorded in (Acts 2 +44-47, NIV) — reads: “All the
believers were. together and had -ev crything in
common.-Sclling thelr possess ions and goods,

the\' gave to anvone as he ha d need. Evervday

they continucd to-meet together in the temple
courts.:. Thev broke “bread everyday . in their
homcs and ate together with glad and- sincere
hearts.

A la\ -centre d Church is what is ngeded today.
What do wec¢ mean by that? A lay scentred
Church is where, the clergy serve the laity by

helping people to discover their rightful place as.

the main  subject of the Church and to fulfil
their position according to ability.
l
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Friesthiood of i Belierers

EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER

There is a general lack of the desire in
Churches in our nation to.turn members’ to
ministers. The closest most Churches have
done is to start a Bible school and enroll many"
members who. show. some promises of God’s
special dealings in their lives. But this has also’
gone to alarming proportions. All Churches now!
want to open their own Bible schools. It is com-
mon now to see a particular Church opening a
Bible school after some sputter of growth, and
members are: trained in those schools and ex-'
pected to graduate and remain a floor member"
of the Church. This singular 'action has re-:
sulted' in:so.- many crises” and  breakaway ‘in
Churches. ‘A full-fledged Bible school is' not
what is needed, but rather discipleship training
and: leadership courses. Turning member to-
minister is‘a process that cannot be rushed.

Any Church that desires to impact this genera-
tion must decide early not only to have m'e‘n'jl—'
bers or few dedicated “workers”, but that every:
member must become a minister. They should-
n’t accept “sit-down-and-look” delinquent and

“bless-me” members in the congregation. They‘f‘

should consciously and conscientiously “work
against the notion that the Church is the se-
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lected club of few saints. They should express
strongly ~ the' belief that every member has
something to contribute to the growth of the
Church. THey should initiate a process that will
positively harness the gifts of every member for
growth. Théy should initiate the process to dis-
cover the gifts and ministry of every member.
They should deliberately work against the idea
of spectatdf—sport Church. In spectator-sport
Church, the leaders are the one that do all the
ministry, teaching, preaching, counselling,
prayers, evangelism, visitation and general run-
ning of the Church. The ‘people only fold their
arms to see their leaders work themselves to
death and their only part is to pay their offering
and tithes as share-holders for the upkeep of
the Church building. - - ‘

In such Churches, one person will be doing the
work of ten people. Someone who is a Sunday
school teacher is also an usher, choir member,
interpreter, warrior, visitation leader and, obvi-
ously, an-executive member of the local assem-
bly. The rest of the people have little or nothing
to do. The scenario causes the Church to de-
cline in growth.

"It is true that the greatness of a Church does

not depend on how many came into the
Church, but how on many go out for ministry.
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”[h(\ Church’s greatness is not measur cd by its

scating capacity but by-its sending capacity. We

must not just gather members, but they should

he made to do ministrv. Any Church that suc-.

cceds in turning 50 pereent of the members to
ministers will surelv mmpact our socicty posi-
tively.

RECRUITING AND EQUIPPING LABOURERS |

FOR THE HARVEST FIELDS OF THE LORD
“Thenn He said to them, The hm'\;egt truly 1s
orcat, bul the labourers are few; therefore pray
the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers
into Iis harvest™ (Lk. 10:2).

It was Elton True Blood who said, “If the aver-
age Church would suddenly take seriously the
fact that everv lay member, (man or woman) 1s
really a minister in Christ, we would have
somecthing like a revolution in a short time”™.

Francis Bola Akin-John once said, *A congrega-
tion doesn't nced more members but more min-
isters”. The Church should be a training school
to build and equip the army of Christ rather

than scrve as nursery. We are to engage, frain
and equip lay ministers or belicyer-priests.

1. Tt will develop strong commitment in. them.

<4
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Thev will discover and usc their ministry
gifts.

3. It will enhance the individual development.
4. Tt will help them function very well.

5Tt will lessen leaders and pastors work
load.

6. It will improve the quality of C‘hurch work-
ers. |

~l

We will be releasing more labourers 1o the
harvest ficld.

Untrained leaders will always be problematic
and ineffective, Leaders must teach, train and
develop workers Lo work alongside with them.
Growing Churches invest in training and re-
training of their people. The first thing n a
gl‘owiné Church is not Bible sghool but leader-
ship and workers tre aining suhool

An\ member that desires to become a minister
must be encouraged to be Comnntted Their
commitment level must keep on rising through
hcnmq, motivation, trainings and appl ecla-
tions. They must become FAT peopk (FAT
stands for Faithful, Available and Teachable).

<3




Lavesthiocd of V1T Bedicrery

Faithfulness to the Lord and the vision of the
Church is paramount. Availability is of utmost
necessity. If they are not available little or noth-
ing will be achieved. They must also be humble
and tcachable. They must be ready to learn and
be properly equipped for the task of the minis-
try. It is then and only then will the Church be
able to make a tangible generational impact.

The process of turning member to ministers,
according to Dr. Akin-John, should include
these basic steps:

*

Lift them up - Encouragement

*

Look them over Recruitment

1

* Let them in - Commitment
* Line them up - Equipping
- Let them out - Ministry

After taking these basic steps, the next thing to
do is to help them discover the arca in which
they want to serve the Lord practically. They
need to choose from the following:

1) Mlssmns Groups This is a group. that
focuses on going to home and foreign
missions reach the unreached people

R Lsikess thae Laitty anied 100 Cinrrit 30t o A

i)

iii)

1v)

groups in rural arcas, cities and nations,
Rural Evangelism.

Time, Talents and Treasures: People
are taught the stewardship of their time,
talents and treasures. They are taught on
how to discover their gifts and develop
them for God’s usage. They are instructed
on how not to waste their time and how
on to use their treasures to the glory of
the Lord.

Bible Training School for Lay Minis-
ters: This is a school that teaches peo-
ple how to be lay ministers. They are
taught practical subjects, not all those
heavy theologies. Subjects cover all that
will enable them to practically combine
their secular jobs with lay leadership in
the Church. It is not a full-fledged Bible
school.

Church Planting: People that have
proved to be truly committed can be sent
out for Church planting. Annexe or

- daughter Churches can be planted by

these groups of aspiring ministers. This
will more than prove their calling.

Ministries for Outreach: Ministries
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should be initiated for outreach. Various
segments of the community can be tar-
geted with outrecach ministries.

Ministries to hospitals, prisons, old peo-
ple. drug addicts, prostitutes, footballers,
the jobless, students and children can be
initiated for impact. Deliberate efforts in
this.-regard will obviously “lfend. to the
process of turning members to minister.
[t is high time that Church leaders learn
that God reserve the right to give special
calling and ministiv’ to anyonce of His chil-
dren, and that notall those who become
ministers under our leadership will re-
main with us forever. Some onlv come to

‘be trained and then can go out undcer

God’s direction to fulfil their divine calling

“and ministry.

Ministry of Prayer: Pravcer must be cle-
vated to ministry status: Yonggi Cho
states that Church growth is 60" praver

“and 40% - principles and methods. The

Church -should not only teach, sing and
talk about prayer.,but they must actually
prav. Pcople should be recruited to this
ministry. Impact-driven Churches prac-
tise corporatc praving, personal times of

53

praver, wecks of praver, and they cmploy
ministers of praver that direct, the
Church praver ministry. They should
“enlist and engage part-time and tull-time
intercessors for the Church.
Thesc are people that have the call ‘va(’}od
upon their lives to pray for the Church
and its leadership.

Yoneei Cho has 2,000 of such prayer-

ninisters. John Maxwell has100 of them.
Peter Wagner has 19 of them. Rei;@llql"cl
Bonnke']ias' 10 of'them. and Rcdccmed
Christian Church of God has 12 of such
full time intercessors.
, CONCLUSION
| agrcé Comp]etély with Rousas J Rushdo@ny"g
statement: “The purpose of the Church_should
not be to’ bring men into subjection to the
Church, But rather to train them into a roval
priésthoocll capable of bringing the wot‘lrd into
subjection to Christ the King ... The Church has

by and large paid lip scrvice to the pries‘thood‘pf
all believers, because its hierarchy has dis-
trusted the implications of the doctrine, and b.e—
causc it has seen the Church as an end in it-
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Driesthood of A Belierers

self, not as an instrument.\”

1 beheve that all Churches should ‘promote an
ever\ -believer” mmrstry based.on the measure
of gifts of grace granted to every child of God
(Eph. 4:7). The weakness of modern Churches
,can be attrlbuted in great measure to their not
pavmg proper attention to this doctrme It is
hrcrh time we preached this doctrme and re-
leased the spiritual energies of God’s people in
_greater spiritual productivity for the glory of
God. The Church has no clergy-laity distinc-
tlon AH are priests of God, and almost everyone
engages in some aspect pf the work of the
Chur ch w1thout pav

Recently I observed in one of our Churches, a
university professor working at the Church.
What was this learned man doing? Washing
windows with great joy. There is such love for
God here thajt members sacr1ﬁc1ally lay down
thelr hves for- others. They do so spontaneously,
‘ s not. out of compulsmn and thus daily practise
the doctrme of the prlesthood of all believers.
‘ The prresthood of all believers should be exer-
01sed in relatlonsrnp within a Church for. the
i ‘benefit of its members, and through that
Church for the benefit of the whole world.
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Believers are a holy’' priesthood who offer spiri-
tual sacrifices as priests (I Pet. 2:5). What are
some of these sacrifices that we offer to God
through Jesus our' Hlffh Priest?

a. SELF- CONSECRATION We are not our
own. Therefore, we offer ourselves for the
service of God in completé surrender of
body and soul. “The sacrifices of God are
a broken spirit, a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise (Ps.
51:17). We are to think God’s thoughts,

"~ do God’s will, and feel the way God wants
us to feel (Rom 12:1; 6:13; II'Cor. 8:5; Ps.
51: 17)

b. COMPLETE OBEDIENCE The - modern

evangelical heresy that says one can be a
Christian by receiving Jesus as Saviour
but not as Lord 1s incompatible with the
"doctrine of the prresthood of all believers.
Obedience to Jesus is the proof of our
salvation and the key to our assurance.
Obedience proves our love to God. Jesus
said, “If you love me, you will obey what I
command” (Jn. 14:15). We read of this
sacrifice  of obedience in Ps. 40:6-8,
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but ‘'my ears you have pierced; burnt of-
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d.

13:16 says,
share with others, for with such sacrifices

cas well as in word”™ (Heb.

ferings and sin offerings vou dld not re-
quired. Then I said: ‘Here I am. | have
come... It is written about mec in the
scroll. I desire to do your w il O my God:
vour law is written within my heart”; and
[ Samuel 15:22. *.. . Does the Lord delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much
as in obeving the voice of the Lord? To
obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed
is better than the fat of rams.” Jonathan

- Edwards wrote, “Christians, by offering

obedience to God in their lives and con-
versation, do what the apostle Calls offer-
ing their bodies to be a livi mg sacrifice.”

PRAYER: As priests we offer to God our

pravers like incense that they may be ac-
ceptable to Him (Ps 141:2).

POSSESSIONS: Those who offer. sacri-

Hices of praise to God in words must also

share their - material goods with the
needy, especially those of the household
of faith. Without matulals sacrifice mere
praise is phony (Acts 4:3 2-37). Hebrews
“Do not forget to do good to

God is pleased. “Sacnﬂc must be in deed
13:16; 6:10; 11

8} :
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Cor. 9: 13 Mt. 25:37-40; Gal. 6:10).

MINISTERIAL AND\.MISSIONARY SUP-

PORT: The Philippians Church- shared

their material. goods with, their minister
13

and missionary, Paul. Their gifts were “a
fragrant offering (to God, an acceptable

sacrifice pleasing to God. “If Christians

are faithful in-this sacrificial service, min-
isters will be well-supported and mission-

QIT;elltCl‘pI‘isc will flourish (Phil. 4:14-19).

WITNESSING We arc a roval priesthood
with a pmpo% to declare the praises of
Him who called us out of the darkness of
paganism into the wonderful light of the
gospel. As the light of the world, we are to
declare the gospel of God not only in the
Church but to the world (I Pet 2:9; Isa.
4321).

WORK: (I Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:23-24)

As priests, we do everything to the glory
of God. There is no distinction between
worship and vocation. Luther said: “If a
person was justified by faith in Christ,
then ... any work was God's work,
whether it was ploughing the field, mill-
ing the corn, sweeping the house or

03
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bringing up children”. We must labour to ‘

please a higher authority, then our imme-
diate boss. Practice of this aspect of the
priesthood all of believers inevitably re-
sults in excellence at work, greater pro-
ductivity and increased financial freedom.

Sacrificial service to God as taught in
Scriptures and empowered by the Holy
Spirit and performed in relation to
Christ’s Church is the great ministry of
every believer. As a royal priesthood, then

may we live and die in the presence of
God.
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