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I was not arrested
F ormer national chairman 

o f the rulmgi-Peoples 
Dcmocratje^arty (PDP), - 

Chief Audu Ogbeh declared 
yesterday that he was neither 
arrested nor invited for inter­
rogation by any security ap­
paratus.

The PDP chieftain was re­
portedly arrested on Friday in 
Abuja by security operatives.

But in an interview with 
the B B C  H ausa serviet?

By Ahmed Shckarau, 
Ham meed M. Bello & 

Emmanuel Bello

shortly after his return to his 
residence in Asokoro District 
o f  Abuja yesterday, C hief 
Ogbeh maintained that earlier 
reports about his arrest and 
interrogation were only calcu­
lated to tarnish his image.

He stated that he only 
traveled to his cashew farm

where his cell phones were 
not w orking, and because 
some people could not reach 
him they concluded that he 
might have been picked up by 
security agents.

According to him, this 
calculation perfectly fits the 
imagination of his opponents, 
especially those in his former

party, the ruling PDP.
Although he did not men­

tion nam es, C h ief Ogbeh 
stressed that those oppo­
nents o f his quickly linked his 
alleged arrest and interroga­
tion with the Economic and 
financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) to scorc a cheap po­
litical point o f associating him

with a fraud.
Meanwhile, news o f his 

release was confirm ed to 
Daily Trust by a source close

to government and was cor­
roborated by a source close 
to Ogheh’s family who said 

Cont. on Pg. 2

3rd term: Lobbyists bribe
legislatures -Bugaje alleges

C h a i r m a n  
Foreign Affairs 
Commttee at the 

House o f Representatives Dr. 
Usmah Bugaje has alleged 
that lobbyists o f  president 
O basanjo’s third term  are 
promising bribes of N 100 mil­
lion and choicc plots in Abuja 
to members of the House to 
support their agenda.

O ther prom ises being 
made to the lawmakers by the 
third term campaigners, ac­
cording to Bugaje are a prom­
ise of re-election.

Speaking with newsmen 
in Kaduna at the weekend. Dr.

F rom Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief (Kaduna) !

Bugaje said that the elector­
ates have the right to stop 
such thing from happening by 
using their power of recall on 
their representatives who are 
supporting the third term bid.

The representatives he 
said are in the National As­
sem bly because there are 
people who have voted for 
them and not on their own 
volution, saying “we don’t 
have our own views other 
than the views o f our con- 

Cont. on Pg. 2

From left - National Population Commission (NPC) Chairman, Chief Sumuila Danko Makama, Executive S ecre tly , National 
Nomadic Education Commission, Dr. Nafisatu Dahiru Muhammed and Federal Commissioner NPC (FCT), Dr. Dotun Oduneye during 
the National Population Commission (NPC) interactive session with representatives o f  nomadic associations held in Abuja... yesteriffry.

Pic: Felix Onigbind^.
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36 perish in Jigawa auto crash
T ' ' '

Chumsy: KstienaiNoulation Ctmmisslon

Ihirty six people, most of 
them women and chfl 
dren attending a wed­

ding, perished in a road acci­
dent on the outskirts of Bimin- 
Kudu, Jigawa State.

From Musa Umar Kazaure,
Regional Editor (Kano)

The accident occurred at 
about 8 p.m on Saturday at 
Kwanar Zagga village, five

kilometers from Bimin-Kudu.
Witnesses said a Hiace 

bus with registration number 
XA369 going to Gombe, col­
lided with another bus reg. 
No. XA308 SRA, heading for

Bimin-Kudu.
According to a witness, 

the Hiace bus, model F, was 
conveying over 25 passen­
gers going for a wedding cer- 

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Ogbeh Cont. from  pg. 1

the former PDP chairman was M eanw hile
in touch w ith his fam ily 

; throughout his detention.
The chief was yet to ar- 

f rive his home located on No 
; 50, Ali Akilu street, near the 
i  Presidential Villa Abuja, when 
1 visited at about 5:15 pm yes- 
i terday by Daily Trust

As at yesterday evening,
I there were conflicting news as 
| to wjjich agency o f govern- 
m ent^arrested him. W hile 

| sources close to government 
' claim the State Security Ser­
vices (SSS) arrested Ogbeh,

I a source close to his family 
; told Daily Trust that it was the 
! E conom ic and F inancia l 
j  Crimes Commission (EFC'C)
I that arrested him.

Bui the EFCC Chairman.
! Malam Nuhu Ribadu. is re­
ported to have denied that his 
commission carried out the ar- 

: res.!
The source said he was 

| with a top government func- 
; tionary yesterday evening 
when Ogbeh called to say he 
has been released and the 

[ family sAurce whose initial 
; comment on the whereabouts 
| o f  Ogbeh was “ no cause for 
; alarm,” confirmed that they 
| had information he would be 
| released yesterday.

According to findings,
I O gbeh w as arrested  and 
! quizzed in connection with the 
i funding o f  the newly regis- 
I tered p o litica l party, Ad- 
i vanced Congress o f Demo­
crats (AC D).

I Ogbeh’s alleged arrest, it
| was gathered, is to compel 
! him to disclose those behind 
| the party and those funding 
I it. \

A clo^e co n fid an t o f  
i Ogbeh had insisted that the 
| SSS arrested Ogbeh.

On Tibw he was arrested,
? the source said security op- 
| eratives suspected to be SSS 
’offic ia ls, visited  O gbeh’s 
home on Friday in his absence 
with a message to pick him up.

They were said to have 
i left a cell phone number which 
| Ogbeh called when he re- 
; turned. Ogbeh was advised 
on phone to report at the SSS 

| office, although he was as­
sured o f being treated with 
respect.

Ogbeh was said to have 
| reported personally to the 
| security agency’s headquar- 
tTers in Abuja whereupon he 

j  was detained.
W hen contracted, the 

i People’s Democratic Party 
| (PDP), said it has no connec- 
| tion with the arrest because 
I the party does not intervene 
| in matters o f  security.
| The national publicity  
I secretary o f the PDP, Mr 
| John Odey, said any suspi- 
{cions that the party is con- 
i nected with the arrest is base­
less

It would be recalled that 
| the national secretary o f the 
: PDP, Chief Ojo Maduekwe.
| had at a recent press confer- 
| ence, accused the ACD o f 
I making inflammatory state- 
j  ments which paint the PDP in 
j bad light.

hairm an. 
media anti publicity of ACD. 
Lai Mohammed, -.aid that the 
PDP is jittery of the ACD. 
According to him, the ruling 
party is confronted bv the 
growing acceptance o f the 
ACD by Nigerians

“They are clearly afraid of 
us and our expansion. 1 can 
tell you that our party has 
som e in te restin g  se llin g  
points. The biggest is that it 
is a party consisting o f  all 
those who matter in the de­
funct SDP and NRC. Heavy 
weights o f these political par­
ties have now found a home 
in the part)

“We arc getting  more 
members anti among them are 
politicians w ho have been in 
the gams- in the last 40 years. 
The p an ' is obviously giv­
ing the , , ,)Pf> serious cause 
for won

He said th  direst of ACD 
leaders follow a familiar pat­
tern and tha> the present ar 
rest was a calculated attempt 
to wTtch-huni politicians dis­
satisfied with the PDP.

A top member o f the ACD 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said that the party 
will meet today (Monday) to 
articulate a common position 
on the “persecution o f  our 
members. I’m surprised that 
this is happening in Nigeria. 
But we are politicians and are 
ready for all these troubles.”

Auto crash Cont.
fro m  pg. I

emony in Gombe.
The two vehicles, accord­

ing to the witness, met at a 
curve and immediately burst 
into flames on impact.

Efforts by rescuers who 
arrived the scene shortly af­
ter was thwarted by the inten­
sity of the flame.

A no ther w itness, 
Muhammed Abubakar, said 
“we heard the screaming and 
wailing o f women and chil­
dren but there was nothing we 
could do to help them as the 
entire vehicles were engulfed 
by fire.”

The 36 p e rsons w ere 
burnt beyond recognition and 
were given a mass burial at 
Dagaji village close to Bimin- 
Kudu.

Confirming the accident, 
the Bimm-Kudu divisional 
police officer. Alhaji Awwal 
Bebeji, said five people who 
survived the accident are now 
in critical condition at Birmn 
Kudu Federal Medical Center.

“It was a tragic accident. 
We could not know who was 
a man or a woman, a child or 
an infant. Most o f them were 
burnt to ashes It was a hor­
rible scene,” he said

Bimin kudu local govern­
ment officials, members of the 
Federal Road Satety Corps as 
well as the Jtgawa state gov­
ernment representatives vis­
ited the scene of the accident 
yesterday.

Efforts to contact relatives 
o f the dead is proving diffi­
cult becausc all personal ef­
fects and luggages o f  the 
passengers w ere burnt to 
ashes.

Qnitsha refugees: JNI 
appeals for relief materials
The Jama’atu Nasnl Is­

lam (JN I), h a s  a p ­
pealed for relief mate­

rials donations for the ovei
100,000 Muslims displaced in 
Anambra and Delta states.

The appeal made by JNI 
secretary -general. Justice 
Abdulkadir Orire. in Kaduna 
yesterday, urged M uslims 
and people o f  goodwill to 
make their donations in cash 
or kind.

Justice Orire said maiont\ 
o f those who fled Onnsn.t me 
are now taking re lti_ 
A saba are desperatei m 
needofreli ■ materials uanvt 
larlv food md medjo: •

T he JN ! has been recei 
mg telephone calls and pei 
sonal visits from muslims in 
the South-East on the pa­
thetic situation o f those who 
are rendered homeless and 
are now refugees in Asaba 
from Onitsha.”

The statement added that, 
“our zonal coordinators in 
these areas headed by Alhaji 
Lawal Abdulrazak, in collabo­
ration with heads o f Hausa 
communities in those areas

From Sani Kabadoko.
Bureau Chief (Kaduna)

are asking for all kinds of as­
sistance for these people.

He said donations can be 
sent to its headquarters in

ixdduna or directly to the JNI 
co o rd in a to rs  m A saba 
headed bv A lhaji Law al 
\bdulrazak or anybody con­
sidered trustworthy in their 
communities

Hundreds o f people, es­
pecially o f northern extrac­

tion, were displaced last week 
while fleeing from the sectar­
ian violence in Onitsha in 
Anambra State when rumours 
o f Igbo/Christian killings and 
burn ing  “o f  churches and 
shops in M aid u g u n  the 
Bomo State capital, reached 
the town.

The Minister o f  Information. Mr. Frank A'weke (Jnr.J and Mr. John Oluwagbemiga the Festival 
Director Zuma Film Festival 2006, (left) during the presentation o f  award to President Ohasanjo held 
at the State House, Abuja... recently. Pic: Joe Oroye.

Presidential c’ttee to raise N50bn for agric
T he federal government 

plans to mobilize N50 
billion to fund a mas­

sive expansion in the agricul­
tural sector to enhance food 
production  for both con­
sumption and export.

The initiative which is ex­
pected to come on stream 
during the 2006 planting sea­
son, is to be implemented by 
the recen tly  inaugurated  
Presidential Committee on Fi-

stituents.
“It is our responsibility to 

do w hat our constituen ts 
want and if what we are do­
ing is contrary, they have to 
rise against all o f us... This is 
the kind of thing that is going 
to put p ressu re  on those 
people who are still nursing 
ambition, knowing that they 
will not be able to go back to 
their constituencies ”

Bugaje argued that most 
o f the campaigners for third 
term in the National Assem­
bly are imposed candidates 
who did not win elections and 
therefore will not be confi­
dent to go back to their con­
stituencies to seek re-elec­
tion.

“Some- o f  them are just 
imposed candidates and they 
know that they don’t stand a 
chance except if  they go 
through this kind o f process 
the president is trying .

to create; that is a breach 
of the process that will impose

By Anas A. Galadima,
Asst. Business Editor

nancing Agriculture, chaired 
by the MinisterofFinance, Dr. 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.

A sta tem en t from  the 
Ministry o f Finance, signed 
by Paul C. Nwabuikwu, 

Special Assistant to the 
Minister, said the fund will be 
mobilized from a variety of 
sources within and outside

3rd term Cont. from  pg.
them on the people.

"The people who are can­
vassing for this at the Na­
tional Assembly are making 
promises. One of them is a 
return ticket. It doesn’t mat­
ter the party. They will make 
sure you return to the Na­
tional Assembly.

“They will make sure that 
you have a choice plot o f land 
in Abuja with N100 million 
that you will now buiId a villa 
o f your choice If you choose 
not to go back to your con­
stituency, you can stay in 

»Abuja and enjov the rest o f 
your life.”These are the kind 
o f  things they are telling  
them.

It is important that the 
wider Nigerian public appre­
ciate that if they allow such a 
thing to happen, they are 
condemned forever. I don’t 
see how they can address the 
multitude of their problems 

“Graduates have come out 
o f  schools w ithou t jo b s;

government.
Speaking at the end o f the 

second meeting of the body 
in A buja w eekend. Dr. 
Okonjo-Iweala said the inau­
guration of the committee is a 
d em o nstra tion  o f
government’s determination 
to ensure that the agriculture 
sector continues to grow and 
co n trib u te  m ore to the 
nation’s GDP beyond the cur­
rent seven percent growth.

hospitals have no drugs, you 
cannot pay school fees for 
your children You are con­
demned to slavery for the rest 
of your life. So, it is not a small 
natter.

“Nigerians should be pre­
pared to rise up against these 
dictators, these hawks who 
are out to condemn them to a 
life o f slavery for the rest of 
their lives” he said.

On the possibility o f Vice 
President A uku A bubakar 
contesting the 2007 presiden­
tial elections; Bugaje who is 
one o f  those d o sed  to the 
Vice President >aid “it is not 
only Atiku. Anybody who 
have the ambition to contest 
Mie 2007 elections can still do 
so.

“Everybody who want to 
contest the 2007 elections 
should come out and declare, 
say so and contest. It is the 
vish of the Nigerian public, 
•hat will prevail” .

'What we are trying to do 
here in this committee which 
has representatives o f all the 
stakeholders, is to fast track 
access to about N50 billion 
for both large and small scale 
farmers starting from this 
planting season.” the minis­
ter was quoted as saying 

Women farm ers across 
the country will get a mini­
mum o f between five and ten 
percent o f the fund in order 
to encourage them, the state­
ment said.

According to the mfms- 
ter, disbursement shouid’com- 
mence by March this year in 
order to lake max n inn 11 advan­
tage o f the plantmg scaso • 

The statement said that 
"a proposal for states and 
Farmers 'Associations o act 
as joint guarantors for farm­
ers seeking to benefit from the . 
N50 billion agriculture funds 
has been canvassed by the 
Presidential Committee on Fi- { 
nancing tor Agriculture This 
proposal, if adopted, would , 
make the common practice of] 
using landed property as. col- ‘ 
lateral unnecessary and help I 
boost the guv, th .»f .he agri- j 
culture .sector aiu.i md pro­
duction in the country

Nvwtbuikv* . vie; 
m inister as saying tiiai if; 
state governments can .back 
people Af integrity among the’ 
farmers to access loans which 
can assist them to improve: 
th e ir p rocesses and their 
yield, it would really help the 
farmers and the country.”
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Nigeria bans poultry movement
T he federal government 

has given a legal 
backing to the restric­

tion on the movement o f live 
poultry in the country as the 
Minister o f Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Adamu 
Bello, Friday, signed into law, 
the regulation restricting the 

^movement o f poultry and po­
ultry products in the country.

In fo rm ation  M inister, 
Frank Nweke Jr., said in Abuja 
that the law is in accordance 
with the powers conferred on 
the minister by the Animal 
Diseases (Control) Act No. 10 
of 1988.

Thc.-law captures specific 
guidelines on the movement 
o f poultry in the affected, 
exposed and free zones in the 
country respectively, and is 
part o f  Nigeria’s response to 
the spread o f bird flu to the 
country'.

MeSfiwhile, Nweke said, 
the ̂ federal government has 
con tin u ed  to w ork with 
international organisations 
and donor ag en c ies  to 
contain the avian flu.

“As a consequence, the 
federal government has taken 
delivery o f 10,000 doses of 
the drug Tamiflu from the 
World Health Organisation 
(W HO). This is a precau­
tionary measure since there 
has been no reported case of 
bird flu in human beings in 
Nigeria,” he said.

“Similarly, 1.000 pieces of 
personal p ro tec tive  eq u i­
pm ent have been handed

over to the Federal Ministry 
o f Agriculture by the Food 
and A g ricu ltu ra l O rg an ­
isation (FAO), for distribution 
to the affected states to aid 
in cu llin g  and d eco n ­
tamination activities.

Another consignment of
7,000 p ieces o f  personal 
protective equipm ent was 
also received Friday, from the 
WHO,” the minister added.

Nweke said further that 
the World Bank is finalising 
the release of S50 million^s a 
special emergency fund to 
meet Nigeria's urgent needs 
to address the Flu crisis.

“O f that am oun t, $7 
m illion  is to be released  
immediately. O f this amount 
S5 million w ill be spent .to 
address urgent needs o f the 
agricultural sector while '$7 
million will go to the health 
sector," he added;

* Nweke also confirm ed 
that the in te r-m in is te ria l 
committee on Avian Influ­
enza has received the report 
o f  the multi-agency teams 
comprising officials o f the 
Federal Ministries of Health 
and A g ricu ltu re , W orld 
Health Organisation (WHO), 

r Food and Agricultural Organ­
isation (FAO) and the US 
Centre for Diseases Control 
(CDC), which were sent to the 
states affected by the bird flu 
in Nigeria.

The teams, in their rep­
orts, identified the successes 
recorded and areas requiring 
review in the management o f

PU BLIC  H EAR IN G S

CNPP commend Nigerians 
for opposing 3rd term

T 'the  C onference  o f  
N igerian  P o litica l 
Parties (CNPP), has 

described  the “now  open 
third term agenda” as the 
“greatest threat to national 
security," just as it expresses 
satisfaction for the rejection 
o f third term during the public 
hearing by Nigerians.

A statement signed by its 
national public secretary..Mr 
O sita  Okechuuv. 
that "it is unfortunate that

the crisis.
Giving highlights o f the 

report, he said: “In recogn­
ition of the importance of rea­
ching the grassroots effec­
tively, the team s recom m ­
ended heig h ten ed  public 
awareness, especially in the 
rural areas where people keep 
birds in their homes. Special . 
enlightenment programmes 
were advocated for farmers 
and community leaders. The 
multi-agency teams also rec­
ommended the establishment 
o f  task forces in all states o f 
the federation. Veterinary 
officers are to.work with the 
state task forces.”

“The in te r-m in iste ria l 
committee has directed that 
all states of the federation and 
the Federal Capital Territory

(FCT) be issued personal exercise in states affected by
protective equipment (PPE). the flu and to strengthen the
immediately to aid the culling p rep ared n ess  o f  o ther
o f birds and decontamination states," he added.

Bird flu: Where the aids are coming from
Since the outbreak o f  avian influenza known as b ird  flu , som e countries 

and  in ternational organizations have p led g ed  assistance to N igeria in one 
wav or the other.

Some o f  them are: 
Ukraine:
World Bank: 
European Union: 
United States:

Technical support 
$50 million (N6.5billion)
30 million Euros (about N5billion)
S25millton (about N3 billion) and control system.

The FAO has allocated about $1 million to support surveillance and controj 
activities in Nigeria, Egypt and Niger Republic. 1

Constitution review panel not for 3rd term

Senator Nasir M antu

By Isa Sanusi
Asst. Head. Home News

third  term  is no longer a 
hidden agenda since it was 
sm uggled  into the Jo in t 
Constitution Review Comm­
ittee report o f the National 
Assembly. It is now. a mon- 

*.
national security which gene­
rates unwarranted tension.”

' CN PP also  thanked  
Nigerians “for the national 
co n sensus and p a trio tic  
solidarity against third term 
and its fascist tendencies."

On the recent rio ts in 
some parts o f  the country. 
CNPP called for the setting' 
up o f a judicial inquiry to 
facilitate the prosecution of 
all the Culprits and compe­
nsation for the victims.

“CNPP salutes Afenifere, 
Yoruba Council o f  Elders, 
Arewa Consultative Forum. 
Ijaw  N ational C o n g ress’. 
South-South Peoplfe’s A ss­
embly, ASUU and other civil 
society organisations for the 
formidable defend.

T ie Deputy Chairman of 
the National Assembly 
C om m ittee  for the 

review o f the 1999 consti­
tution, Hon Austin Opara has 
denied that the committee is 
pro-third term.

He denied also that the 
on-going exercise for the ame­
ndment of the constitution is 
to achieve a third term for pol­
itical office holders including 
the president and the gover­
nors. The D eputy  Senate 
President, Alh Ibrahim Mantu 
is chairman o f the committee.

Opara, who' is also' the 
Deputy Speaker o f the House 
o f Representatives, made the 
denial in a statement in Abuja 
y es te rd ay  signed  by his 
Special Assistant on Media 
Relations, Mr Austin Ugan- 
wa.

According to the statem­
ent, Opara “urged Nigerians 
not to perceive the exercise 
as one designed to elongate 
the tenure of elected political 
office holders but to review 
103 clauses in the consti­
tution, to strengthen democ­
racy the polity and the rule 
of law.

“The committee has no 
hidden agenda and let it be 
known that we are not being 
te le g u id e d ,” O para said , 
add ing  tha t it is th e ir  
statutory responsibility  to 
review the constitution.

Opara’s denial o f a hidden 
agenda by his committee is 
coming on the heels o f the 
rejection by Nigerians o f  a 
third term for the Obasanjo 
government. The prevailing 
tempo at the just concluded 
public hearings in the six 
zones o f  the country, acco­
rding to reports, suggests 
o p p o sitio n  ag a in st any 
extension o f tenure.

“The essence  o f  the 
pubii. hearings is to get a» 
feedback from the people. 
The ag g reg a te  o p in ions, 
views o f  the people is what 
will come out in the final 
report." the statement quoted 
Opara as saying.

He assured the people 
tha t th e ir  p re sen ta tio n s , 
yearnings and aspirations 
would be reflected in the final 
report which the committee

By Hamineed IV1 Bello

will submit to the National 
Assembly for approval.

Opara who led a team of 
lawmakers to supervise the 
conduct o f the public hear­
ings, in the North East, North 
W est and N orth C en tra l 
zones, said the review is in

the best interest o f Nigerians 
and urged them not to be 
sceptical.

Other principal officers of 
the H ouse o f  R ep rese ­
ntatives who are members of 
the constitution review pa­
nel include the House Leader, 
Hon Abdul Ningi, the House 
Whip, Hon Bawa Bwari and

I -Senator Opara
the leader o f  the Alliance for 
D em ocracy  (A D ). Hon 
Wunmi Bewaji.

Bewaji also doubles as a 
member o f the 2007 Move­
ment, a group o f  Senators 
and members of the House 
opposed to the third term ag­
enda while Senator Uche Ch- 
ukwumeruje heads the group.
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mm

:

rj ^  :4r

m

l l s l

Portraits o f  the nine foreign oil workers held hostage by militant in Niger Delta.
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Prof. Samson Olatunji Ales the Director General o f  National Mathematical Centre, receiving Dr. Kwame Nkrumah Africa Leadership 
Atvard from  M r Felix Okonkwo, the Abuja Bureau C hief o f  West Africa International Magazine.

Liberian President delivers 
Yar’Adua memorial lecture

L iberian President, Mrs 
Ellen Johnson Sirleafis 
to deliver this year’s 

| Shehu Musa Yar’Adua an­
nual memorial lecture slated 

: for Saturday.
The Bpard o f Trustees of 

the C entrf announced this 
; weekend in Abuja in a state- 
j  ment.
j, “The'address is onfc o f 
l^the highlights o f the annual 
; commemoration o f the late 
I Shehu M usa Y ar’A dua, 

former C hief o f  Staff, Su- 
| preme Headquarters, (1976- 
| 1979) and politician who died 
j in Abakaliki prison in 1998 
i where he was being held by 

the former military ruler, late 
General Sani Abacha”. 

A ccording to the one- 
I page statement, “President 
; Johnson-Sirleaf, Africa’s first 

female president, was elected 
in December 24 after a pro­
tracted civil war. Her address 
will feature the theme, “The 

! H ope and P rom ise o f  
| Liberia.”

“The presentation is ex­
pected to draw on her wealth 

1 o f  experience resulting in her 
election as the President of 

; A frica 's first independent 
nation. Mrs. Johnson-Sirleaf 
is scheduled to arrive Nige­
ria on Friday”.

The statem ent recalled 
that the annual programme of 
commemoration was insti­
tuted by the Shehu Musa 
Yar’Adua Foundation which 
was established by “friends, 

j  family and associates o f  the

From Sufuyan Ojeifo
(Special Correspondent)

late statesman, soldier and 
p o litic ian  to su sta in  his 
legacy o f social justice, de­
mocracy and national devel­
opment”.

According to the board, 
the programme will attract 
distinguished guest speakers 
such as President N elson 
M andela o f  South A frica, 
Benazir Bhutto, former Prime 
Minister o f  Pakistan, Presi-

Blind people threaten to boycott census
T lhe National Associa 

tio n  o f  the  B lind  
(NAB), have threat­

ened to boycott the forth­
coming National Population 
and Housing Census unless 
they are told what they stand 
to gain after the exercise.

The association alleged 
that even though its mem­
bers alongside the deaf, the

From Hamza Idris
(Correspondent Yola)

dumb, the crippled and other 
physically impaired people 
constitute a significant per­
centage o f the nation’s popu­
lation, they are often ignored 
when it comes to national 
planning and policy imple­
mentation.

Chairman o f the associa-

Clerics advise Muslims, 
Christians against arms

C hristians and Muslim 
clerics at the weekend 
in Lokoja, appealed to 

adherents to refrain from tak­
ing up arm s against each 
other.

The call became neces­
sary after bloody clashes and 
reprisal attacks over some re­
ligious issues in some states.

B ishop o f  the Lokoja 
Catholic Diocese, Rev. Mar­
tin Olorunmolu, urged Nige­
rians to embrace dialogue to 
resolve any differences.

He to ld  new sm en in 
Lokoja that the recent vio­
lence in the country sparked 
off by a newspaper cartoon 
in Denmark, was most unfor­
tunate adding that there were 
no goo^ reasons to unleash 
mayhem'on the nation.

The Grand Khadi o f Kogi 
S ta te , Ju s tice  S u leim an  
Olorunfemi, also appealed 
for calm among Muslims and 
Christians.

O lorunfem i rem inded  
Muslims that Islam is a reli­
gion o f peace and called on 
them to resist being used to 
perpetrate violence..

The Chief Judge o f Kogi 
State, Justice Umaru Eri, also 
appealed to the Jam a’atu 
Nasril Islam (JNI), to pray for 
the continued peaceful co­
existence o f the country.

Eri made the appeal at the 
High court complex, Lokoja, 
at the weekend when a del­
egation o f members o f the 
association from Okunland 
paid him a courtesy visit.

Dirty environment responsible for 
hostility in Nigeria - Prof. Mahdi

dent John Kuffour o f Ghana, 
President Joachim Chissano 
o f Mozambique and Ambas­
sador Andrew Young, former 
Permanent Representative of 
the U nited  S ta tes  to the 
United Nations.

tion in Adamawa state, Mr. 
H aruna K urkyibuki, who 
threat the last week in Yola, 
argued that if  the census was 
meant to facilitate effective 
social, economic and politi­
cal policies, then there is the 
need for the disabled to know 
their fate.

More often than not, gov­
ernment at all levels tend to 

; ignore us when it comes to 
[ employment opportunities,
| political appointm ents and 

other good things which life 
offers,” he said.

Mr. K urkyibuki added 
! that non o f his members as­

pires to remain a beggar roam- 
; ing the streets in search o f 
| livelihood and called on the 
| national and State Houses o f 

Assembly to enact enabling 
legislations to include the 
physically impaired persons 
in the country in terms o f a d - ' 
m issions into schools and 

j job opportunities by the pri­
vate and public sectors.

He further reaffirmed that 
the National Association of 
the Blind in Adamawa state 
has resolved to quit begging 
by its members before the 
end o f  2007 and therefore 
urged government to assist 
them in that direction

le Vice chancellor of 
Gombe Stat^ Univer­
sity , P ro fesso r 

Abdullahi Mahdi, has attrib­
uted the hostility o f Nigeri­
ans towards each other to 
the dirty environment they 
live in. He said Nigeria being 
one o f the dirtiest countries j 

in the world provides the i 
breeding ground for such at- ] 
titudes.

Professor Mahdi, speak­
ing at the first matriculation 
ceremony o f the university at 
the weekend, said “people 
brought up in a dirty and 
filthy environment are most 
likely to posses dirty minds, | 
be less civil and easily agi­
tated.

“Lake Chad has virtually j  

dried  up, our riv ers  and j 

streams are being choked up 
with sand. Desert conditions 
have reached the southern 
coastal areas. All these are 
results in environmental deg­
radation,” observed Profes­
sor Mahdi.

He said Gombe state uni­
versity will provide its stu­
dents a clean environment 
and encourage them to be in 
the vanguard of environmen­
tal protection.

“Our students are lucky 
because they will receive 
th e ir  ed u ca tio n  in the 
cleanest, neatest, healthiest 
and most beautiful university 
in N ig eria . W e’ll c rea te  
spraw ling plantations, o r­
chards, biological and horti­
cultural gardens and a mini 
zoo to achieve intellectual 
stimulation, aesthetic imag­
ery and tranquility,” he prom­
ised.

He blamed the elites in 
Nigeria for abandoning the 
environm ent and accused

F r o m  M u h a m m a d  A b u b a k a r

Correspondent, Gombe

them  o f  ex p lo itin g  the 
nation’s wealth but warned 
that -unless m easures are 
taken to address the situa­
tion, it will got out o f  hand.

NEMA 
disburses 

relief 
materials to 

crises victims
From  A bdulw ahab Ajikobi

T he N ational E m er­
gency M anagem ent 
A gency (N E M A ), 

has commenced the distribu­
tion o f  re lie f m aterials to 
Bauchi, Onitsha, Asaba and 
Maiduguri for the alleviation 
o f the sufferings o f  victims 
o f  re lig ious crises in the 
country.

This is sequel to Presi­
dent Obasanjo’s, mandate to 
NEMA to commence the de­
livery o f relief materials to 
the displaced victims.

According to NEMA in­
formation office, “there will 
be direct distribution o f  ma­
terials to victims in conjunc­
tion with states officials, red 
cross society and voluntary 
organizations.”

The statement signed by 
Ib rah im  F arin lo y e , said  
NEMA has commenced the 
loading o f  assorted re lie f 
materials like medicaments, 
rice, beans, maize, beverages, 
mattresses, blankets among 
others.

www.sghgroup.co
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FG targets 
10% GDP 
growth in

Media Trust staff pose for a group photograph after the first Media Trust Editorial conference held in Abuja on Saturday.

HO adopts new maritime labour convention
^  , .A  , ____________   records to provide evidence The flag state will review

he In te rn a tio n a l 
Labour Organization 
(ILO), has adopted a 

comprehensive new labour 
standard for the global mari­
time industry. The ILO Direc­
to r-G en era l, Mr. Juan 
Somavia, in a statement in 
A buja, described the new 
convention as a landm ark 
development.

The new  M aritim e 
Labour Convention, 2 0 0 6 , ac­
cording to a statement from 
the ILO office, was adopted 
by a vote o f 314 for, with no 
votes' against and four ab­
stentions at the 94th Interna­
tional Labour Conference 
(jVlaritime), held in Geneva, 

i Switzerland between Febru- 
| ary 7 and February 23 .

' The vote marked an over- 
! w helm ing support by del- 
| egates from more than 100 
j countries representing sea- 
; farers, ship owners and gov- 
; emments.

“We have made maritime 
I labour h isto ry  today. We 
| have adopted a convention 
| that spans continents and 
| o , providing a compre-
| i .ive labour charter for the
; world’s 1.2 million or more 

seafarers and addressing the 
evolving realities and needs 

; o f a sector that handles 90per 
: cent o f the world’s trade.

“W hat’s more, we have 
i established a socio-economic 
| floor to global competition in 

the maritime sector. This ini- 
I tiative can also provide the- 
| impetus and support for simi- 
| larly innovative and balanced 
approaches to addressing the 
need to make globalization fair

! By A bdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter

in other sectors o f the world 
o f  w o rk ,” the sta tem en t 
quoted Mr. Somavia as say­
ing.

According to the state­
ment, the new convention is 
designed to encourage com­
p liance by opera to rs and 
ow ners o f  sh ip s and 
strengthen enforcem ent o f  
standards at all levels, includ­
ing provisions for onboard 
and onshore complaint.

The statement said also 
that the convention sets mini­
mum requirements for seafar­
ers to work on a ship and 
contains provisions on con­
ditions o f employment, hours 
o f work and rest, accommo­
dation, recreational facilities, 
food and catering, health pro­
tection, medical care, welfare 
and social security protec­
tion.

“Under the new conven­
tion, ships that are larger than 
500 GT and engaged in inter­
national voyages or voyages 
between foreign ports will be 
required to carry a Maritime 
Labour Certificate and a Dec­
laration o f Maritime Labour 
Compliance.

The Declaration sets out 
Ship owners’ plans for ensur­
ing that applicable national 
laws, regulations or other 
measures required implement­
ing the convention are com­
plied with on an ongoing ba­
sis. Shipmasters will then be 
responsible for carrying out 
the sh ip -o w n e rs ’ s ta ted  
plans and keep ing proper

provide 
o f  compliance with the con­
vention.

The flag : 
the ship owners’ plans and

in place and being im ple­
mented. This will put pressure 
on ship owners that disregard 
the law, but will remove pres­
sure from those that comply,”

verify and certify that they are the statement said.

500 Zamfara civil servants undergo training
Over 5 0 0  civil servants 

in Z am fara  s ta te  
rhave benefited from 

training and re-training in 
various trade and manpower 
development.

This was announced by 
the state’s liaison officer of 
the Industrial Training Fund 
(ITF), Alhaji Abubakar S. 
B ungudu  a t the o ffic ia l 
o p en in g  o f  the in -house  
advance computer course in 
Gusau, the state capital.

Alhaji Abubakar, said the 
programme was the first in 
the state adding that it was 
also organized by the office 
o f the state’s Head o f Service.

He said the office o f the 
ITF in the  s ta te  has 
developed a comprehensive 
training package required for 
computer operators for both 
the p riv a te  and  p u b lic  
sectors.

The training officer called 
on p a rtic ip an ts  to  be 
punctual at times through the 
duration o f the programme so 
as to derive  m axim um  
benefits.

He ex p ressed
appreciation and gratitude to 
the sta te  governm ent for 
approving the programme as 
well as the funds set aside 
fo r the tra in in g  o f  c iv il 
se rv an ts  w hich is be ing  
deducted from the monthly 
cash  a llo ca tio n  o f  all 
m inistries and parastatals 
across the state. “As you can 
see it, the main objective of 
the w'hole programme is to

From  Salisu Z a k a r i  
M arad u n ,  Correspondent 

Gusau
enable you analyse the basic 
co n cep t o f  com p u ter 
techno logy , c rea te  and

produce  h igh  q u a lity  
documents, performance data 
analysis and computation as 
well as the use o f  the internet 
fo r re lev an t and usefu l 
information among others.

environment.
G oing  fu rth er, the 

statement maintained that it 
will tag along with its 2 0 0 5  
p o licy  o f  zero  w ays and 
m eans adv an ces to 
government. In the extreme 
circumstances however, the 
bank  cou ld  a llow  the 
government to borrow up to 
5 percent o f last year’s actual 
revenue at the interest rate 
o f  14 per cent which must be 
retrieved in the quarter in 
which the advance is given,” 
it stated.

Foreigners to watch solar eclipse
A . _team o f international 

tourists num bering 
.more than 117 from 

M adrid and B arcelona in 
Spain would be in Nigeria to 
watch the eclipse o f the sun 
on March 29.

The eclipse is expected to 
partially occur in most states 
in the country while it is 
ex p ec ted  to  be to ta l in 
Katsina, Kwara, Niger, Oyo 
and Zamfara States.

The D irector G eneral,

Developm ent C orporation 
(NTDC), Dr Joseph Eboreime, 
said that the tourists were 
com ing on the heels o f  a 
renewed cam paign by the 
corporation to market Nigeria 
globally.

Eboreime, who spoke at a 
N ew s A gency o f  N igeria  
(NAN) forum in Abuja at the 
w eekend , sa id  th a t the 
co rp o ra tio n  has a lready  
entered into strategic alliance 
w ith  in te rn a tio n a l tou r

on their travel agenda.
“T he com ing  o f  the 

tourists to watch the eclipse 
in N ig eria  is one o f  the 
dividends o f  the renewed 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith
international tour operators,” 
he sa id  add ing  th a t the 
tourists expected to w atch- 
the eclipse in Katsina would 
en te r the co u n try  from  
C am eroon  and m ove to 
Maiduguri before going to

N atio n a l T ourism  operators to include Nigeria Katsina.

2-year compulsory primary school 
teaching for NCE graduates - Minister

G raduates of Nigerian 
:olleges of education 
are to undertake a 

two-year compulsory teach­
ing se rv ice  in p rim ary  
schools, the Minister o f Edu­
cation, Mrs Chinwe Obaji, has 
announced.

The m in is te r said  the 
programme would commence 
in the next few months, add­
ing that “the federal govern­
ment has earmarked N6 billion 
for this year’s programme”.

Speaking on Saturday at 
the 14th convocation cer­
emony o f the Federal College 
o f  Education

(FCE), Okene, Kogi State, 
Obaji said the programme 
would be implemented under 
“the federal teachers’ corps 
scheme”.

She said that the “govern­
ment is aware o f the quality 
o f graduates produced in our 
tertiary

institutions, and o f much 
concern are the one’s from 
our colleges o f education” .

“In order to meet up to 
the cha llen g es and fu lly  
realise the gains o f the Mil­
lennium Development 

Goals (MDGs), this ad­
ministration is introducing

corpsthe federal teachers 
scheme,” she said.

O baji said  that the 
programme planned to de­
ploy fresh NCE graduates 
from the colleges o f educa­
t i o n ^  undergo a two-year j 
compulsory service, in pri- j  

mary schools upon gradua- j  

tion.
“The objective is to en­

sure the provision o f well- ! 
trained and qualified teachers 
for the primary and junior ; 
secondary schools, in the j  

light o f a large shortfall in | 
teachers for the success o f i 
the UBE scheme.” she added.

2006
T he Central Bank o f 

N igeria (CBN), has 
d isc lo sed  federa l 

g o v e rn m en t’s p lan s to 
ach iev e  G ross D om estic  ] 
Product (GDP) growth of 10 
per cent in 2006 up from the j  

8.2 per cent growth achieved I 
in 2005.

The CBN w hich  
com m unicated  th is in its 
monetary policy committee, 
said the federal government 
is still committed to attaining 
a s in g le  d ig it head lin e  
inflation rate this year.

The statement from the 
com m ittee signed by the 
Director, M onetary Policy 
D epartm en t, Mr. Jam es 
Olekah among other things, 
said it targets bound money 
(m oney in c ircu lation), 
growth o f  17 per cent bank 
credit to the private sector o f 
abou t 30 p e rcen t and a 
flexible exchange rate regime 
to ensure macro economic
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The Federal high court located within OAU quarters, Maitama, Abuja,

Kontagora LG chairman sued over litigation fees 
T he chairm an  o f  

Kontagora local gov­
ernm en t, A lhaji 

j Harumi Buhari, has been sued 
| for allegedly refusing to.pay 
j N7.5 million fees in connec- 
; tion with the 2003 local gov- 
j emment elections.

According to a sworn af- 
i fidavit, deposed to at the 
I N ig er S tate  h igh cou rt,. 
| Minna, the chairman was re­
fused his certificate o f return 

i after winning the Kontagora 
| local government election on 
; the platform o f the Peoples 
! Redemption Party (PRP).

The chairman contacted 
: Mr. Ahmed Uwais, a legal 
I practitioner, to file a petition 
I to the local government elec- 
i tion tribunal sitting in Minna 
I on his behalf.
! The affidavit also stated

By Benjamin Auta, Reporter

that the respondent lost the 
case at the tribunal and not 
satisfied ivith thejudgement, 
appealed to the High Court 
which upheld his election.

The plaintiff claims that 
he informed the chairman that 
his professional fees at the 
election tribunal was N5 mil­
lion but if  thejudgement is not 
in his favour, the respondent 
will pay him N3 million as pro­
fessional fees.

He said that the profes­
sional fees agreement was 
between him and the respon­
dent before he appealed the 
tribunal’s judgem ent at the 
sum o f  N5 m illion w hich 
brought the total to N8 mil­
lion.

He avers that after obtain­

ing judgement in favour of 
the respondent, he was only 
given the sum ofN0.5 million 
while the sum o f N7.5 million 
is pending.

The p lain tiff said a re­
minder was written to the re­
spondent, informing him of 
the outstanding N7.5 million 
but that the chairman refused 
to pay or even respond to the 
letter.

In his response, the chair­
man denied the facts con­
tained in the plaintiff’s affida­
vit.

He said that he was the 
one that filed the matter be­
fore the local governm ent 
council tribunal at Minna in 
2004 and did not engage the 
services o f  any legal counsel, 
including the plaintiff. He de­
nied ever briefing the plain­

tiff on the matter.
The respondent said that 

he never agreed to pay the 
plaintiff any amount for the 
first matter at the election tri­
bunal since he did not engage

him.
He added thaf he only 

engaged the plaintiff to pros­
ecute the appeal at the High 
cou rt and tha t th ey  both 
agreed on the sum o f N 1 mil­

lion.
The respondent ^yerred 

that he ran into financial prob­
lems and could not settle the 
bill as agreed but paid the 
plaintiff the sum o f N 100,000.

Police, toothless bulldogs,

G o v ern o r A dam u 
M u’azu o f  Bauchi 
state has described 

the police as a toothless bull­
dog in need o f  funds to be 
functional so as to provide 
security for the public.

The governor who called 
for the immediate restructur­
ing o f  the Nigeria Police, said 
insecurity in the country has 
reached its peak.

M u’azu made the appeal

say Gov Mu’azu
—   -------------- ; gistics, accommodation and

By R uby R abiu, Senior 
Reporter, with agency report

at the w eekend in Bauchi 
when he received the presi­
dential task force on police 
reform , during a courtesy 
call.

He said the police was 
not always available when 
needed m ost, adding that 
c ritical a tten tion  m ust be 
paid to funding, welfare, lo-

trainmg.
The taskforce was led by 

the ch a irm an , A lha ji 
Muhamrnad-Dan-Madami, a 
fo rm er D eputy  In spec to r 
General o f  Police.

R esp o n d in g , A lha ji 
M uham m ad D an-M adam i 
told the governor that they 
are on tour o f the six geo-po- 
litical zones to collate opin­
ion on how best to make the 
police efficient.
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UBE 
discovers 

illegal I
transfer
of fund:

T he UBE special moni­
toring team has dis- j 
covered the illegal j 

transfer of funds from the UBE j 
; Intervention Fund to ot^ier ;
; projects in six states.

Authoritative sources' at j 
the Oniversal Basic Educa­
tion Commission made this 
know|i to the News Agency j 
ofNigcria (NAN), in Abuja at 
the weekend.

The sources, however, 
did not name the states in­
volved in the illegal transfer 
o f the ('BE funds.

The soifites said that the 
UBE monitoring team found 
that the funds were trans­
ferred as loans to state gov- 

’emments.
“The funds w ere also 

: transferred to state govern­
m ents fofr the paym ent o f  

j leave and transport grants'to 
! civil servants,” tbe sources 
! said. * i . i

A cco rd ing  toi 
j sources, three states which
i  are invo lv ed  < in the !. 1
i programme failed last year to j 
| open all toe relevant books o f j 
j account for auditing.

NAN similarly learnt that 1 
six states ajre yet to comply j 
with the^JBE directive on ap- 

i propriat9 signatures to UBE 
{Intervention Fund.

The , sources sa id  the 
! monitoring revealed that four 
| states incurred expenditures 
j which were not allowed from 
i the Federal Govemment-UBE 
| Intervention Fund Account, 
j “Four states did not pro- 
| vide the correct counterpart 
s fund as provided for in the 
| conditions for accessing the 
UBE matching grant,” the 
sources added.

An accident scene at Wuse Zone 4 ...recently.

Movement calls for
into killings

POLICE COMMISSIONERS TELEPHONE M  MBERS

A

Dr. Chinwe Obaji, Education 
minister

non-governinerital 
organisation,. Move 

-ment for National Re­
generation (MNR), ha$ called 
for a judicial panel o f  inquiry 
into the recent killings in some 
parts o f the country.

The call was contained in 
a statement issued at the end 
o f MNR’s National Executive 
Council (NEC) emergency 
meeting held in Abuja at the 
weekend.

The statement said: “We 
express our deep disgust and 
sympathy over recent politi­
cal upheavals, wanton kill­
ings and destruction o f prop­
erties in somejDarts o f  the 
country”.

“MNR also wishes to use 
this medium to condole the 
bereaved  fam ilies and 
strongly call on the federal 
government to set up a judi­
cial panel o f inquiry to thor­
oughly investigate the inci­
dence.”

The statement called on 
eminent persons, traditional,

religious and political leaders 
to speak to their subjects in 
order to douse tension and 
restore stability in the coun- 
try.

“The continued manifes­
tation o f the breach o f peace 
at any slightest provocation 
in the country, as we have al­
ways w itnessed, does not 
augur well for our collective 
image as a nation,” it said.

The statement, signed by 
the President, Mr Mainassara 
Ibrahim, Secretary General, 
Ibrahim Aliyu and the Direc­
tor o f Public Relations, Chief 
J. W. Gadzama, also said that 
geo-political zones should be 
discarded from the nation’s 
discourse.

“Geo-political zone is a 
terminology not enshrined in 
our constitution. It should be 
discarded in national d is­
course since it is only a PDP 
terminology o f convenience.

“This, we believe, will go 
a long way to restore our fed­
eral values as a united entity,”

it said.
In another development, 

the Association o f Local Gov­
ernments o f  Nigeria (ALG- 
ON), has condem ned the 
ethno-religious violence in 
some parts o f  the country.

The association expres­
sed concern in a communique 
issued at the end of its execu­
tive council meeting held in 
Kaduna at the weekend.

The communique, read by 
the N ational President o f  
ALGON, Dr Baver Dzeremo, 
urged the federal government 
and the affected states to 
hasten action to restore law 
and order.

The association  noted 
with concern, the increasing 
cases o f social uprising by 
militant groups ii>the Niger- 
Delta and called on the fed­
eral government to find a last­
ing solution to the problems.

It commended the efforts 
of the federal government and 
som e sta tes to check the 
spread o f the crises.

1. Abia State 088-222868, 088-220073
2. Adam awa State 07 5 -6 7 4 0 1 2 ,6 2 4 0 1 2  :
3. Akwa Ibom State 085-200008, 201711
4. Anambra State 048-550022 !
5. Bauchi State 077-6542621 ]
6. B ayelsa State 089-490060, 490132
7. Benue State 044-532962, 044-553015 ;
8. B om o State 076-232915, 232043 <
9. Cross River State 087-231101, 230663
0. Delta State 956-281485, 280441<

11. Ebonyi State 043-25134, 20325
12. Edo State 052-253798, 253520
13. Ekiti State 030-250000, 250709
14. Enugu State 042-250335, 042-256257
15. Gom be State 072-223135, 221158
16. Imo State 083-233343, 0 8 3 -2 3 0 7 1 1 3 *
17. Jigawa State 064-721138, 721128
18. Kaduna State ‘062-249762, 062-245653
19. Ka no State 064-645862, 646469
20. Katsina State 065-431703, 430914
21. Kebbi State 068-321585, 320254
22. Kog i State 058-220999, 250709
23. Kwara State 031-221612
24. Lagos State 01-4960200, 4962157
25. Nasaraw a State 047-221349
26. Niger State 066-221496, 066-221903
27. Ogun State 039-241500, 243117
28. Ondo State 034-240109
29. Osun State 035-243363, 240330
30. Oyo State 02-2412824, 2412322 ■
31. Plateau State 073-457969, 073-451968
32. Rivers State 084-23347, 236471
33. Sokoto State 060-232896, 2335375 080-34228561
34. Ta raba State 079-222550, 223 P24
35. Yobe State 076-522141, 522145
36. Zamfara State 063-202603
37. FCT Abuja 09-2341800
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INDEPENDENT CORRUPT PRACTICES 
AND OTHER RELATED OFFENCES 

COMMISSION

REGISTRATION OF ANTI-CORRUPTION NGOs 
INTO 

THE NATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION COALITION

The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC) announces formation of National Anti - 
Corruption Coalition to be made up of NGOs and Civil Society 
groups in the country.

The Coalition which is the national organ for co-ordinating and 
strengthening efforts and activities in the anti-corruption crusade 
is desi^neci to bring togetfier all NGOs and Civil Society groups 
engaged in the anti-corruption crusade nation-w ide and 
institutionalize the strategic partnership between the ICPC and Civil 
Society.

Membership of the Coalition is open to all relevant NGOs and 
Civil Society groups consisting of professional bodies, trade 
groups, religious organizations, voluntary agencies engaged in the 
anti<corruption crusade. Individual membership is not permitted.

\ ' - rjr-
All NGOs, including those already working with the 
Commission, are required to register as members of the 
Coalition by submitting Membership Forms and Data 
Questionnaire to be obtained from the Commission.

Registration in the Coalition confers status on the registered NGO 
as a recognized and credible NGO in the anti-corruption community 
and entitles the NGO to partner with the Commission, with all the 
benefits accruing from certification by and collaboration with the 
Commission.

All NGOs in the anti-corruption community should write to 
or contact the Education D epartm ent o f the ICPC  
Headquarters at the following address for registration. 

Education Department, 
ICPC Headquarters, 

Plot 802 Constitution Avenue, 
Zone A9 Central Area, 

P.M.B. 535, Garki, Abuja.

J l t p r i a n  J s x m t t p  o t  e n g i n e e r s  ,

2 0 0 6  N S E G R A P UAT E S H IP E X A M IN A T IO N S

The Graduatesfrip Examinations of the N enai .Society ol Engineers will hold 
iron* to  8,b September 2006 at EnuguV Kaduna and Lagos Centres.

Application forms am  available at the Motional Engineering Centre;, 1 Engineering 
Close. Victoria Island. Lagos and the NSE Liaison Office at No.. 10 Damatum 
Close. Opposite No 92, J “ Avenue Road, Gwarimpa FMW&fl Estate. Abuja. 
The cost is NIOJiMl for Pan i and «VI0»000 for Fart II examination.

2.0 BANK ■ IN FO RM A TIO N
The cost of the application covers syllabus, Student Membership Form and 
Explorer (Questions and solutions to past examination questions and examiners' 
comments on candidates’ performances).

The Examinations will be conducted in two Parts ( I & II);

F a rt I consists o f  two general papers and two core courses each for candidates of 
Agriculture, Chemical. Civil Electrical Mechanical and Structural Engineering.

P a rt II comprises the electives, three courses lor Agricultural,' Civil and
Mechanical engineering and four tor Electrical engineering as contained m Hie 
syllabus,
A candidate most complete F a rt I before proceeding to P art II Candidates 
are  not allowed to combine the two P arts  under any circumstance except a 
carryover. «

3M FOR WHOM
Prospective candidates must be holders of the Higher National 
Diploma (HMD) from. Engineering programmes accredited fey both 
CGREN and the National Board for T«dhmcal Education f N’B t E? or 
B.Sc Physics or any other qualifications approved by the Council of 
Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE) phis a minimum of two years 
post qualification experience The syllabus has been approved by the 
Council for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria (COREN.) as 
having met the basic academic standards for Technologists wishing to 
become registered Engineers and for those wishing to pursue Masters 
Degree Programmes in the Universities.

Graduates from Universities whose .courses have not been accredited 
bv COREN are required to sit for Part II of the examinations as a 
prerequisite for registration with NSE. Prospective candidates should 
please contact the Society to clarify the status o f their universities.

4.0 EXAMINATION FEES
i  P a rt I

I ,  P a rt II
l i t  Carry-over
iv. Resit fee for 2 papers'In A r t  I
v. Resit fee for mm  paper in P a rt If

vi. Resit fee for two papers in P a rt II

5.0 \  1ETHOD O F APPLICATION
Interested candidates should call at these NSE offices; National 
Engineering Centre. Lagos and the Liaison Office. Abuja and other
NSE Braches nationwide. *

6.0 COM PLETED FORMS
Payments should be in certified bank drafts or to tste NSE Ain bank on­
line Account No. 1420202215613 and forwarded along with  ̂Nos. sell 
addressed and stamped envelopes (10 x 23cm) and photocopses of. 
credentials to:

The Executive Secretary 
Nigerian Society of Engineers 
National Engineering Centre 
1, Engineering ( lose,
P. O. Box 72667,
Victoria Island, Lagos.
Tel: 01-4750099, 2617315 
E-mail: nsebn Vi infoweh.abs.net

7.0 (lo sin g  Date: 3L  July, 2006
♦

Late entries will attract additional fee of N 1.500

*£7,500

N3,omi
£5 ,000
^4 .000
£6 ,000
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' f i o n o t t

'o m  d # ' -

A lh a ji M u k th a r S h ag ari

Vte m pm ®  wWh you m% *he m zcm tfm  df yoor conterowsnt witih the
I** ,• 8 8 w%3̂WW#?B .-,. ;JC j£J~ jf^ F J bPiPw

I t e  % ;r^cog r# fO n  o f yo u r ^<&tew&meriis and  lm*w©«*se c w W b u fc n is  to  
i*tote ^roxs#h w d f ^ ^ e ( 'o p rrweTit o f  $*& c © y« irf.

)f@kD g o o d  IhfcdWK* Irowg Life w d  iPro'sperWy -os 
you -continue you r selfless service to  the N a tio n .

Engineering (Nigeria) Limited
No 7 Usuma Street, Maitama - Abuja 

R O. Box 8841 Wuse 
Tel: 234-9-41 38456, 4138807-9. 

Fax: 234-9-4138459 
e-mail: gilmor@gilrnornig.com

mailto:gilmor@gilrnornig.com
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Golden Age for Gov Kure
Celebrating Golden Excellence

By Mahmud Abdullahi, Minna
Some are bom great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon 

them.
For Engineer Abdutkhadir Abdullahi Kure, the Governor of Niger State, who turns 50 years 

today, greatness had always dogged his path and this is not because he is blue blooded.
If drums are not rolled out to celebrate this attainment of the golden age, it is not 

because Engineer Kure is undeserving of such lavish celebration, but because he is one man 
on which both friends and foes have come to agree, regarding his level of humility. While 
friends will tell you that he is humble to a fault, his foes would tell you he has taken humility 
to the level of absurdity.

If Governor Kure were to be your run on the mill person or simply put, your typical 
Nigerian, nothing would have been spared in telling the world that the man has indeed 
arrived.

Engineer Kure however comes by and as a man of extra-ordinary physiology, one not given 
to sentiments.

But who is Abdulkhadir Kure?
Abdulkhadir Abdullahi Kure was born on 26th February, 1956 to the family of Matlam 

Salihu Ranin Lapai and Ya Hauwa Kulu, in Lapai, Niger State. His parents were devout Muslims 
who instilled in the young Abdulkhadir the time-worn virtues of humility, honesty, hardwork 
and devotion to God and humanity.

As a child, he was very precocious and his father was forced to enrol him in school at a 
very tender age for that period. In 1968, he gained admission to the highly competitive 
Sardauna Memorial College, Kaduna. He was a brilliant scholar and instead of the usual five 
years of Secondary School, Abdulkhadir Kure barely spent four. His superior academic

Credentials and admirable character saw him 
ju m p in g  a c o u p le  o f  classe s.

By 1972, he was done with Secondary School 
and in 1973, he gained admission into the School of 
Basic Studies Zaria and later Ahmadu Bello 
University Zaria where he read Engineering. 
G r a d u a tin g  in 1977 with a  S e c o n d  C lass Upper 
Degree, he was offered automatic employment as 
Assistant Lecturer in the Department. He was 
barely 21.

But unfortunately, like most bright students, 
A b d u lk h a d ir  K u re  w a s n 't  so e a g e r  t o  b e  a  te a c h e r. 
Instead he went to Makurdi. And between 1977 
and 1978 during his Youth Service, he was partly 
responsible for opening up some vital roads in 
Makurdi.

\ Shortly after his service he took up job in the 
Niger State Ministry of Works, to continue what he 
had been doing so well in Makurdi ■ building roads 
jand drainages. As Resident Engineer, he took 
charge of the construction of the Paiko - Lapai 
road, which remains one of the best roads in the 
State. Eventually, he was to bring his experience 
to bear in the construction of Minna Township 
Roads, and as Principal Resident Engineer and 
Projects' Liaison Engineer.

In 1981, Kure went for post graduate studies at 
the University of New Castle Upon Tyne, United 
Kingdom.

Graduating with a brilliant result, Abdulkadir 
Kure was exempted from any further examinations 
and made an automatic member of the Geological 
Society of London.

Returning from London, Kure remained with 
the Niger State Ministry of*Works rising to become 
coordinating Engineer/Deputy Chief Civil Engineer 
until August 1985 when he transferred his services 
to the Federal Capital Development Authority 
(FCDA). He was the first Manager of the Lower 
Usuma Dam.

Indeed, the.tremendous accojnplishments of 
Kure at the FCDA, the sheer volume of jobs that 
were done during his tenure remains the most 
enduring testimony of his hardwork, brilliant 
engineering skills and innovativeness. He went 
through the ladder at a dizzying space becoming 
Chief Resident Engineer, Chief Engineer, Assistant 
Director, Acting Director and Director of 
Engineering Services.

His period at the Engineering Section of the 
Federal Capital Development Authority witnessed 
a flurry of activities. There is hardly any major

work in the FCT during the ten years he spent there 
that does not bear his huge imprint. His reputation 
as the man of quality, creative innovations and iron- 
cast integrity was largely made during his decade at 
the FCDA, where he became the Director of 
Engineering Services at the very young age of 30.

By this time, he has seen to the construction of 
the major roads, bridges, drainages, sewers, 
electrical works that we see today in Garki, Asokoro, 
Maitama, Wuse, and Central Area Districts.

Indeed, the Presidential Complex, Aso Villa, the 
International Wing of the Nnamdi Azikiwe Airport 
and the Presidential Lounge of the Airport were all 
done under his supervision. He also supervised the 
extention of substantial engineering services to 
Gwarinpa and the Satellite towns of Kubwa, Nyanya, 
Karu, Karshi, Bwari, Dutse, Gwagwa, Karmo, Kuje, 
Gwagwalada, Kwali, Abaji and Ruboshi.

It is not mere coincidence that since he left the 
service in 1995, apart from the Abuja Stadium and 
some expansion work on the Airport, no major 
government project had taken place in the FCDA.

He had never been a man who waited for jobs to 
come to him. He was constantly brimming with very 
practical ideas and was frequently invited to 
Executive Council meeting of the Federal 
Government to defend his proposals. The sheer 
brilliance of his ideas and the ingenuity of their 
practical realizations made it almost impossible to 
fault his Engineering skills.

But nothing lasts forever. 1n 1995, exactly ten 
years since he first went to work in the FCDA, 
Abdulkhadir Kure, one of the most accomplished 
engineers ever to work in the FCDA was retired.

He became a Director of ABU-TURAB 
INVESTMENT LIMITED, a Limited Liability Company 
which runs a Primary School, and has three large 
scale farms at Lapai, Sonfada and Gbakugi, a rice 
mill at Minna and a poultry farm.

When the Military finally decided that it was 
legal to discuss politics, Engr. Abdulkhadir Kure 
hearkened to the call of his people and joined the 
DPN. Later when that political train went off the 
rails, Engr. Kure joined the PDP under which he won 
the governorship of Niger State.

In four years, this humble, God-fearing and 
successful Engineer has transformed Niger State 
enormously. This is not the place nor the time to 
begin to recount his achievements as governor, but 
suffice it to say that no governor in the history of 
that State has been able to achieve half of what Kure 
has done in all spheres.

Virtually every area of the state has 
witnessed transformation from the educational 
and health sectors, to l,he provision of basic 
infrastructures like road, electricity and water 
supply.

As a returning Governor, Engr. Abdulkhadir 
Kure has tremendously improved on his previous 
performance. He has gained more experience 
and his understanding of politics, including the 
shady aspect of the game has given him added 
impetus.

So far he has began his second term with 
greater focus on history. A man of formidable and 
intimidating credentials, he is poised to leave a 
legacy of hardwork, commitment to the people of 
Niger State and obedience to the wishes of the 
Almighty.

He is not a man to keep grudges. Already he 
has made efforts to ensure that the wounds 
inflicted by the last elections are healed. As a 
leader, he is determined to set the right example, 
to forgive all those who unfairly lampooned him 
just to disparage his character. His only 
objective now is to avoid being derailed or 
sidetracked in his efforts to bring democratic 
dividends to Nigerlites.

At 50, Governor Abdulkhadir Kure has his 
future ahead of him. Already there are calls on 
him to enter the national stage and play a more 
active role in the larger polity. His supporters 
increase by the day and all kinds of groups are 
jostling to have him in their midst.

But Governor Kure is not a man to take on new 
assignments before he finishes the job at hand. 
He has said consistently that being the governor 
of a growing state like Niger is a full time 
occupation and he has no time to think of any new 
job until his tenure ends. He believes the future 
belongs to Almighty Allah and he would embrace 
his fate when that time comes.

Always humble, always unpretentious, this 
God fearing leader likes to keep things simple and 
uncomplicated. A straight talking man, he hates 
pretence and gossip and double-speaks. He likes 
to be a man of his words.

As he celebrates his birthday, all Nigerlites 
are grateful to Allah for the life of this man who 
has done so much to uplift their lives.

Engr. Abdulkhadir Kure is married to Hajiya 
Zainab Kure and they have six children, 4 boys 
and 2 girls.

Happy Birthday, Sir.
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m m  a  m m 4  4  m 4  mmFelicitation at 50
As you attain the golden 
age of 50, my family joins me 
in acknowledging your 
qualities of hardwork, 
loyalty, pragmatism and 
total dedication to the 
service of Niger State 

and humanity.

We pray that the 
Almighty Allah 
(SWT) will 
grant you good 
health and 
wisdom to 
grow in the 
spirit of service.

■

A

Engr. Abdulkhadir A. Kure, f n se

Executive Governor. Niger Stole

Happy Birthday
General I B Babangida, g c f r

F*r: THE ENTIRE FAMILY
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A debating society
It sometimes seems to me 

that our days are poisoned  
with too many words. Words 
said and not meant... Words 
d iv o rc e d  fro m  fe e lin g ...  
Dead words"— Ben Okri
N igeria is a debating 

socie ty , w hich  is 
d is tin c t from  a 

performing society, and that,
I is official! With well over 10 
written constitutions from 
1954 (America retains same 
constitution as proclaimed in 
1788 with a few amendments 

; in 1791!) Nigeria goes down 
as the country that is tall on 
written rules but miserably 

I short on rules o f  behaviour.
!Nigeria is better defined not 
I as an oil-producing country 
but as a c o n s titu tio n - 
co n triv ed  nation!
Paradoxically, it is a country 

|o f  co n s titu tio n s  w ithou t 
(constitutionalism ! A new 
j round o f  debate has been 
hurriedly conducted during 
the w eekend and true to 
| expectation, it was not about 
the economy, failed industry, 
power failure (have you seen 
Power Holding apology?), 
collapsed infrastructure, the 

(current v icious cycles o f 
{addictive m ass k illin g s  
(across the country , 
development in general or 

Isay b ird  flu , but another 
round  o f  co n s titu tio n a l 
amendments! For a country 

(that is donor-dependent to 
cope With the challenges o f 
any epidemic, as, much as 
N8QQ million was reported to 
jhave been  se t 'a s id e /.fo r 
another round-of debate,. It 

| is however debatable (yes . , 
| debatable!) if  the tax-payers 
land citizens will ever have 
lvalue for this new round o f 
p o litica l in d u lg en ce . A 

I critical look at the little  
d e ta ils  a round  the new 

j constitution-making process 
| so far confirms Ben Okri’s 
| literary insight about “words 
\said and not meant."

Senator Ibrahim Mantu, 
[the cha irm an , 'N a tio n a l 
(Assembly Joint Committee 
(on the Review ,of the 1999 
(Constitution, told the South- 
i East zone audience that the 
(new exercise was to produce 
(a d ocum en t fo r w hich 
N igerians w ould proudly 
claim “we the people” have 
produced. But in an earlier 
b rea th , he had been

reportedly quoted as saying 
that constitution-making was 
not for farmers but the elite. 
M an tu ’s p lay in g  to the 
gallery in Abakaliki with his 
strange  re n d itio n  o f  
p ed a g o g y  o f  the p eo p le  
contrasts sharply with his 
earlier disdain for the fanners 
and the m asses in 
constitution-making. George 
O rw ell w o u ld  not have 
en v isag ed  th a t the 
d esp icab le  d o u b le -sp ea k  
tha t once c h a rac te rised  
soviet dictatorship and even 
ruined the empire would be 
re -en ac ted  live  in 
“democratic” Nigeria in 2006! 
The new  leg itim is in g  
assu m p tio n  fo r a new 
constitutional review is that 
the 1999 c o n s titu tio n  is 

'm ilitary-m ade and that the 
new dispensation offers a 
b e tte r o p p o rtu n ity  to 
“fashion” out (sounds like a 
fad!) an “ e n d u rin g ” 
document by “the people.” 
As a llu rin g  as th is  p ro - 
constitution-review  promo 
advert is, it fails to realise that 
what made the military bad 
in constitution-making is not 
because the military authors 
the document as such, but 
that the militaristic methods 
dep lo y ed  w ere  often  
m an ip u la tiv e , top -dow n , 
ex c lu s iv is t and  a lm ost 
co n tem p tu o u s o f  the 
p e o p le ’s w ish . How the 
ongo ing  ex e rc ise  in 
c o n s t i t u t i o n - m a k i n g  
fundamentally differs from 

- the old m anipulative, top- 
dow n app ro ach  o f  the 
military era is not clear for 
those wh.cchave. memory in 
this age.of.fhemory .deficit. 
For instance,’ what on earth 
would make' (3seg6o more 
significant for a “peop le’s 
constitution-m aking* than 
Lagos as the  cen tre  for 
South-W est.public hearing 
beats the imagination! Why 
Katsina and not Kaduna for 
N orth -W est?  It is bad 
enough that the hearing was 
zone-based (states and NOT 
zones are  know n to the 
c o n s titu tio n !) , but it is 
ce rta in ly  in to le rab le  and 
c lea rly  m an ip u la tiv e  to 
co n d u c t h ea rin g s  on the 
margins as distinct from the 
m ainstream  o f  som e 
unconstitu tional m arginal 
zonal arrangem ents! Also,

“ Pray, i f  we cannot im plem ent this 
minimum provision (or is this provision 
also debatable?), then what confidence 
can any right-thinking person place on 
the official sincerity o f  purpose with 
respect to the new debating exercise? 
Words divorced from feeling!”

why would anybody review 
a constitution on the eve of 
transitional elections (which 
the 2007 elections are)? The 
so- called The Patriots with 
the late Rotimi Williams had 
produced a constitu tional 
amendment o f some five-year 
singular tenure in early 2003. 
W hile  som e found  The 
Patriots’ proposal then was 
attractive, it was randomly 
condemned on the account 
o f  its timing - the eve o f2003 
e lec tions! In fact, m any, 
in c lu d in g  th is  federa l 
governm ent w ith the able 
articulation by Minister Jerry 
G ana, saw  The P a tr io ts ’ 
proposal as an exercise in 
mischief by a collection o f 
unelectable chiefs on the eve 
o f  the 2003 elections. What 
then m akes this new far- 
reach in g  bag fu l o f  
am endm en ts (116
amendments actually amount 
to  rew ritin g  the 
constitution!) less sinister 
given its timing? If in the last 
th ree  years (and indeed  
seven years!), we have been 
complacent to see a review 
through, why the immediate 
effect to bulldoze it now, and 
now?

S till on the peop le ; I 
o b serv ed  tha t in a ll the 
televised shows, there was 
no single minute silence in 
honour o f  the people that 
were wantonly murdered in 
Maiduguri, Onitsha, Enugu 
and Bauchi on the eve and 
during these public hearings 
for God-knows-what reason? 
W hat m anner o f  pub lic  
hearing is characterised by 
such senseless carnage and 
crim inal pub lic-on-pub lic  

. violence and yet we moved 
on as if  it was normal that 
co ris titu tio n -rev iew  w as 
footnoted with bloodbaths? 
Bia.d enough that there was 
governance failure which led 
to mayhem in some states 
minus Kaduna State where 
G overnor A hm ed M akarf 
rem ains com m endably-on 
duty! But it is defin ite ly  
intolerable that we cannot 
pause or even suspend for a 
day a public “hearing” , in 
sympathy with members o f 
the p u b lic  be in g  m ow ed 
down by murderers. With all 
its imperfections, the 1999 
constitution which is now 
under attack, stresses th^t 
the essence o f federal, state 
and local governm en t 
authorities is the protection 
o f lives and properties. Pray,. 
if  we cannot implement this” 
minimum prqvision (or is this 
provision also debatable?), 
then what confidence can 
any right-th inking person 
place on the official sincerity 
o f  purpose with respect to 
the new debating exercise? 
Words divorcedfrom feeling]

Maiduguri: Mending a shattered peace
I was in Bauchi w hen the 

February 18 , 2006 civil 
d isturbances broke out in

Maiduguri. When I left for Bauchi 
on the 13th, 1 had no sense of 
premonition that such dastardly 
carnage and devastation would be 
visited on my peaceful city. Thus, 
when the hews reached me, 1 
became terribly sad, so sad that I 
immediately lost my sense o f 
composure. 1 called my family on 
the university campus several 
times and my wife reassured me 
again and again that as far as the 
campus was concerned, all was 

’ well and peaceful. I then called 
several friends in town, and every 
one o f  them gave me the bad 
news 1 didn’t want to hear: the 
city was burning, and several 
Churches and shops belonging to 
Christians had been razed; and 
many people-had been killed. 
Why Maiduguri? Why? 1 could 
not sleep for a greater part o f the 
night, my sleep having been 
stolen by anguish. Violence of the 
scale witnessed on that day was 
indeed strange to Maiduguri— 
perhaps in its entire 100-year 
history, and 1 stand to be 
corrected.

1 was told that Muslims, having 
applied for police permission and 
obtained it, had announced on 
Friday the 17* in several 
mosques, as well as the electronic 
media, that there would be a 
peaceful• dem onstration  and 
prayers against the publication of 
the irresponsible and satanic 
cartoon by a Danish newspaper. 
Early on the appointed date, lens 
of thousands of Muslims gathered 
on the expansive Ramat Square, 
venue o f  the protest and prayers. 
Everything appeared to be going 
well, when all o f a sudden, some 
over-exuberan t policem en 
allegedly threw teargas canisters 
into the crow d, causing 
com m otion and panic, and 
scattering a sea o f people in all 
directions. The young and even 
the no t-so-young , already 
em otionally -charged  and 
ag ita ted , m elted away into 
different parts o f the city from 
the Ramat Square with tales of 
having been ‘barred from prayers’ 
against the Danish cartoon. In a 
spontaneous manner, hoodlums 
and looters took over the city in 
all d irec tions—-loo ting  and 
grabbing w hat they could, 
torching shops and churches. 
Another account holds that the 
police dispersal o f the crowd had 
nothing to do with the mayhem 
that followed, because, according 
to those who canvass this view, 
the carnage and destruction were 
premeditated. Which was why, 
they contend, within so short a 
time, so many shops and churches 
were razed in different parts of 
the city. Well, I think those who 
hold this view  also need to 
consider how combustible the city 
is, with Hundreds of litres ofjerry- 
cans of petrokeyerywhere on the 
streets'within the easy grab of 

. jobles^ and rootless youth, idling 
’ a\Va’y a lt  bvpr the place and 

especially' in the high-density 
areas: Hqweyer, since I was not a 
witness to the terrible incident, 1 
can only bundle both o f these 
explanations in the realm  o f 
hypothesis; and it is the 
responsibility  o f  the security 
agencies and the high-powered 

_ commission o f inquiry set up by 
* the state government to unearth 

the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the-truth.

The Danish cartoon was indeed 
provocative and irresponsible to 
the core, And Muslims all over 
the world have shown their anger 
against it; and responsible 
Christians including the Christian 
Association o f Nigeria (CAN) 
have equally condemned it in 
unequivocal terms. Ordinarily, 
there was nothing fundamentally 
wrong for Nigerian Muslims to 
peacefully demonstrate against, 
the cartoon. However, Nigeria, 
with its complex combinations

By Abba Gana Shettima
I agshettima@yahoo.co.uk | 
and permutations of deep-seated
cleavages and animosities is often 
the wrong place to contemplate 
on demonstrations o f any sort 
particularly on sensitive issues, 
because more often than not, 
emotions are likely to boil over 
in such circumstances. This is 
especially so under situations of 
extreme deprivation and a polity 
already polarised and overheated 
by irresponsible and self-serving 
politicians bent on perpetual rule. 
The whole social, political and 
economic milieu is dangerously 
charged and ready to explode with 
the slightest ignition.

1 am certain that if  those who 
organ ised  the _ peaceful 
demonstration had known, they 
wouldn’t have gone ahead with 
it; and the au tho rities too 
wouldn’t have allowed it in the 
first instance. But ifs belong only 
to the domain of the unknown. 
Tfie worst has already happened 
and we can only commiserate 
with the victims, assiduously work 
to mend the shattered peace and 
prevent the future reoccurrence 
of such horrible violence. In this 
direction, 1 sincerely think that 
His Excellency, the governor of 
Borno State, Dr Ali Modu Sheriff 
has taken the first bold step by 
prom ptly  setting  up an all- 
inclusive h igh-pow ered 
com m ittee to investigate the 
cris is  and make appropriate  
recommendations, including the 
paym ent o f  appropriate  
com pensation . 1 im plore the 
victims of the crisis to cooperate 
with the government committee 
and fully participate in all its 
deliberations. The government 
on its part should be bold enough 
to im plem ent all the 
recom m endations o f  the 
committee when it had completed 
its work. There should be no 
sacred cows, as the governor has 
given his word.

We Muslims often preach that 
Islam is peace, which is true in 
essence. But the time has come 
when in relating and living with 
our neighbours, particularly the 
Christians; we need to move 
beyond preaching  to action. 
Many o f those who witnessed the 
m ayhem  confirm ed that the 
hoodlum s w ere teenagers— 
perhaps part o f the truckloads o f 
rootless and rudderless ruffians 
daily brought and dumped onto 
the streets o f M aiduguri. But 
where were the adults to stop 
them? There were without doubt 
many Muslims who risked their 
lives during the crisis to save 
Christian lives and properties and 
they should be acknowledged and 
commended; however, on the 
whole, we ought to have done 
b e tte r by taking every s tep  
possible in all nooks and cranny 
of the city to prevent the hood 
looms from causing so much death 
and destruction . As for the 
security agencies,. 1 think they 
have woefully failed but their 
failure may not'he unconnected 
with poor training and equipment, 
and above all, lack 9Emotivation.

Certainly, those who. burnt 
Churches'and property belonging 
to Igbo and other Clisjstians in 
the name \0f  Islam , afiantm g 
Allah’s Holy Name in the process, 
had com'm itted a m ost 
blasphemous, disgraceful, and 
totally condemnable act.- Thc^' 
have defaced the religion Of.Islam 
and^rought'dishonour and shame 
to themselves and the w hile of 
fh« M uslim  cam piuHity. I f  
M«$lim$. reaVl ‘the Q ur’an and 
understand-its spirit, they should 
be the last people on earth to kill 
innocent lives, burn places of 
worship or destroy other peoples’ 
resources. Is the Q u r’anic 
in junction  “There is no 
compulsion in re lig ion " no t. 
enough for Muslims to guide their 
lives with peoples o f other faiths? 
What about the tolerant, forgiving

and exemplary life o f the noble 
Prophet? As Khaalid Muhammad 
Khaalid wrote in his inspiring 
book Men Around The 
M essenger, “ when all the 
enemies o f  his (the prophet’s) 
faith put down their weapons and 
bowed down their heads waiting 
for him to pass judgment, and 
whiTe the 10,000 swords of the 
Muslims were glittering on the 
Day o f Conquest over the hills of 
Makkah, he merely said to his 
enem ies, “ D isperse, you are 
free!” Furthermore, if the gullible 
teenagers had been brainwashed 
by some quack scholars into 
thinking that it is jihad  to kill 
innocerit people and destroy their 
places o f worship and property, 
then we have a formidable task 
before us indeed!

I have observed, as far back as 
May 2003 in a memorandum 
subm itted to the Borno State 
T ransition  C om m ittee, “ the 
traditional Sangaya (Qur’anicy 
system o f education needs to be 
thoroughly reformed to reflect 
changes in the social, 
dem ographic, po litica l and 
econom ic env ironm ent. The 
present circum stances are qo 
longer suitable for the sustenance 
o f the age-old practice whereby 
very young children are brought 
from all over the Northern parts 
o f the country as well as from 
neighbouring countries like Niger 
and Chad republics to the state 
and virtually abandoned to their 
own devices as Islamic pupils or 
Almajiri, without parental care 
and control. Under the present 
circum stances, such children 
cannot learn properly and also 
constitute a potential source o f  
recruitment into the urban army 
o f the frustrated unemployed”. 
What is more, in the recent past, 
we have also witnessed many of 
these children falling victim to 
ritua l m urderers and human 
traffickers. It is time to act on 
this matter.

Have we also realised even for 
once that we are a people without 
an economy? Most of our basic 
economic needs are provided by 
the hard w ork and creative 
enterprise o f those we have visited 
w ith unnecessary  mayhem . 
Consider the hardworking and 
enterprising Igbo. What have 
they done to warrant so much 
havoc on their lives and 
properties every time there is a 
crisis? Have thoy^ommitted any 
crime by investing so much o f  
the ir resources in our local 
econom ics— providing almost 
everything that we need, from 
spare parts and building materials 
to life-saving drugs? Have many 
of them not made Maiduguri their 
abode, living peacefully with their 

" neighbours and prgpccupicd only; 
' with their businesses? And are they j 
not paying taxes to our state and: 
local authorities, and rent to our' 
Muslim brethren for the shops 
and houses razed? Who, indeed, 
is the u ltim ate loser in this; 
maddening conflagration? I am 
being blunt on this matter, which 
is what Islam teaches, and if some 
people out there think that I am 
being apologetic, so be it.

At a wider level, we must also; 
take note o f  som e structural 
issues, foremost o f which is the 
discontent among the youth. At 
the moment, millions ofNigerian 
youths are jobless and angry—

■ angry against the state,-against; 
their comm unities, immediate 
families and anyone standing in 
their way. All over the country, 
they are*angry and restless and 
speaking loudly  and Often 
violently ̂ against oppression and 
injustice.

Tfie tim e has come to say 
enough is enough and we are 
determined to stop anybody who 
is bent on ru ining our long­
standing legacy of peace. \;

A. G. Shettim a is o f  the 
Department o f  Sociology. 
University o f  Maiduguri.

mailto:agshettima@yahoo.co.uk
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Need for sounder welfare package for police
The Nigeria Police has been 

accused severally over the 
y ea rs  as c o rru p t, 
inefficient and dangerous. But 

recently when the strike threat 
was rife, I decided to make some 
enquiries about police welfare. 
I w as ^hocked  w hen 1 go t 
information that the take-home 
pay o f  a constable is a mere 
N7,QQP.

Ju s t then , 1 rea lise d  w hy 
policemen engage in all sorts o f 
crime to keep them going in a 
highly materialistic society such 
as Nigeria.

Tell me, how can a constable 
with wife and children manage 
on a salary o f  seven thousand 
naira, considering the present 
very  h igh  in f la tio n  ra te  in 
Nigeria?

In fact, to say the least, it is 
disgusting that a policeman with

such a salary, trained in the art 
o f  using a gun, is sent on patrol 
and guarding sensitive public 
buildings like banks, NITEL, 
PHCN, CBN and also serving 
as bodyguards to our big men.

W ith the th rea t o f  po lice  
strike over, I think the federal 
governm ent should urgently

adjust the salary o f a constable 
so that it can at least be up to 
N 2 0 ,0 0 0  a m onth . T he 
government should also provide 
good accommodation for them in 
all the nooks and crannies o f 
Nigeria.

In order for the services o f the 
police to be further improved.

the governm ent should equip 
them  w ith  m odern  
com m unication  gadgets and 
sophisticated weapons, which 
they can use to fight crime. All 
dead woods and illiterates among 
them should be sent to police 
farms or workshops instead of 
on premature retirement.

H enceforth, the m inim um  
qualification should be Higher 
School Certificate or NCE. 1 
read in a magazine recently that 
a Nigerian policeman is one o f 
the best in the world and that 
they arc w ell-behaved when 
they are involved in foreign 
assignments.

Crisis inEbira land: When will we learn?
t >I  C IV

J-rep

s unfortunate that at this 
iv ilised  s tag e  w hen 
jpresentatives o f  the people 

from other communities, towns, 
villages and districts, etc., are 
working very hard on how to 
influence government policies 
in b rin g in g  d ev e lo p m en t 
through the provision o f  social

hospitals, electricity, pipe-borne 
w ater, reduce unem ploym ent 
am ong  the y o u th , ou r own 
re p re se n ta tiv e s  a re  g e ttin g  
sp e c ia lise d  in p ro v id in g  
sophisticated weapons such as 
guns o f  v a rio u s ca te g o rie s , 
g renades , acid , daggers and 
petrol for the destruction o f  lives

WeDdone,GovemorDanjumaGoje
I say many special thanks to 

you, the executive governor 
o f  G om be S ta te , A lhaji 
M uham m ed D an jum a G oje 

(Sarkin Yakin GombeA There 
have been a lot o f developments 
in the state since you came to 
power in 2003.

B efore the com ing  o f  the 
p resen t ad m in is tra tio n , the 
people o f  G om be State were 
experiencing acute shortage of 
water supply. But the problem 
o f water shortage in the stale is 
now history. The Dadin-Kowa 
Dam has been upgraded to take 
care o f water supply in the state 

Your Excellency, you had 
done a very good job in the area 
o f  e lec tric ity  supply  during 
your tenure as the Minister o f 
Power and Steel and now that 
you are the governor. All the 
local government headquarters 
in th e  s ta te  are  now  fu lly  
electrified

A lot has been done in the area 
o f education in Gombe State. All 
primary and secondary schools 
in the state are fully renovated. 
And som e new schools have 
been  b u ilt by the p resen t 
administration. In the area o f

a m e n itie s such  as sch o o ls , and p ro p ertie s  o f  th e ir own
people.

It has been a rotational system 
in the five local government areas 
in the land among the youths 
w ho are supposed  to be the 
leaders o f tomorrow being used 
as tools by the so-called leaders. 
Instead o f  them to engage the 
youths in healthy and patriotic 
deal, they rather use them as 
thugs for the elimination o f  their 
p e rce iv ed  op p o n en ts , w h ile  
using the wealth that is meant 
for all in sending  their own 
Children to schools abroad. They 
have succeeded in dividing the , 
p eo p le  o f  E b ira  land in to  
d ifferen t clannish  groups. In_ 
those  days w hen our fa llen  
heroes were alive, as long as you 
were an tibira man or woman, 
they regarded you as one. But 
today, the reverse is the case 
E v ery b o d y  w an ts to know  
which clan you belong to before 
they will agree to help you if  
you 're in need

O ur people have forgotten 
that we are brothers and sisters. 
A nytim e you kill, the person 
you kill is your brother, sister, 
father, mother, uncle, nephew, 
etc. Why do We have to kill one 
another?

te a c h e rs , the p re sen t 
adm in istra tion  has recruited 
qualified teachers, both in the 
primary and secondary schools. 
T he g o v e rn o r has a lso  
established a university in the 
sta te , including a School o f 
Nursing.

In the a rea  o f  roads 
construction the state governor 
has done very well. Before the 
coming o f this administration, 
the roads in the s ta te  w ere 
terribly bad untii the coming of 
the p re sen t gov ern m en t o f  
A lhaji M uham med Danjuma 
Goje. All the local governments 
in the state are being taken care 
o f too which has contributed 
to  the so c io -eco n o m ic  
development o f  the -.tale

The government o f  Danjuma 
Goje has performed remarkably 
well in the provisions of basic 
amenities

We therefore commend Goje 
and ask  him  to run for the 
second term come 2007.

Umar A bdu llah i Gombe, 
F edera l Ju d ic ia l Service  
'C om m ission, P.M.B 484, 
Abuja.

I w as at hom e a f te r  the 
O b e ib a l O b o ro k e  (lh im a ) 
mayhem. I was shocked at what 
I saw , th a t is , the  leve l o f  
destruction and the number o f 
people that lost their lives in 
that incident. It was the same 
perio d  th a t an o th e r tro u b le  
b roke  ou t in O zu ja /O h u d a  
(O k en g w e) and
Ozuwayallnizngo (Okene). In 
short, I had to cut short my trip 
and leave home the following 
day, because what happened in 
those areas w as an eyesore. 
How can the children o f  one 
family be so brutal among each 
other? 1 still remember that in 
th o se  d ays, peo p le  from  
neighbouring communities used 
to regard us as blessed people 
If an Ebira man or woman was 
in a vehicle with other tribes, 
those ones would be happy and 
heave a sigh o f  re lie f that a 
person o f  luck was in their 
m idst. But today , we have 
brought bad luck on ourselves

In ad d itio n , w hat I think 
should be our focus and priority 
is how to relinquish political 
power from lgala people who 
since the creation of Kogi State 
have been ruling us these two 
issues should be handled in a 
d em o c ra tic  w ay w ith o u t 
resorting to violence. I want to 
let our people to know that there 
is now here in the world that 
developm ent can be achieved 
through violence.

Some people have said that 
all the crises in our land are the 
han d iw o rk  o f  lg a la  peo p le

because they don’t want peace 
among us so that we will not 
think o f  relinquishing pow er 
from them While others traced 
our frequent crises to the people 
o f  llorin in Kwara State whom 
they said we offended during 
the time we were in Kwara. To 
me, all these are flimsy excuses. 
If a man is able to identify his 
p rob lem , I be lieve  that the 
problem would be solved. The 
problem is from our leaders, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  the p o litic a l 
lead e rs . Let them  check  
themselves very well

Finally, let me suggest the 
fo llo w in g  so lu tions i f  they 
bother to read this 

-There should be a massive 
search and complete overhaul 
o f  each house to retrieve all 
these dangerous weapons. In 
doing this, there should be heavy 
presence o f combined military 
and m obile po licem en w ith 
helicopter hovering in the air 
throughout the exercise.

-W hoever is found having 
w eapons in his p o ssess io n  
sh o u ld  be a rre s ted  and 
prosecuted

-Our dreaded festivals that 
have claimed lives should be

If this is so, then what remains 
is that the federal government 
should im m ediately set up a 
po w erfu l co m m ittee  to 
implement an enviable welfare 
package including insurance 
scheme for the Nigeria Police 
Force.

Prince Patrick ,\naji, Yaktvo 
Street, Barnawa, Kaduna. _

Reactions to articles published in 
this paper may be directed to the 

editor via the email address: 
editor@dailytrust.com

b anned . T hey in c lu d e  the 
following: Echuechi, Echiane, 
Okehi and the rest. They 're the 
avenue through which our actors 
te s t and d isp lay  th e ir  new  
discoveries.

-All these leaders in our land 
sho u ld  be in v ited  by the 
authorities concerned to tell us 
the end to this crisis. *

T here  sho u ld  be specia l 
prayers among all the sons and 
daughters o f  Ebira and w ith 
three days o f alfcng for noth 
Muslims and Christians

T here  shou ld  be m onihly  
meeting between the youths, i.e 
representatives from the youth 
and the political leaders so ihat 
we can know what they really 
want.

Lastly, let us begin to heip one 
another most especially those >n 
positions who should iry and 
provide |obs for these jobless 
youths, because idleness is ne 
ma|or cause o f their rcstn oness. 
All these should be done before 
the 2007 general elections

Su le im a n  O nonivam i 
Mohammed Flat 5 Block Hr 
Bauchi Court, Gaduwa Estate, 
Abuja,i

mailto:editor@dailytrust.com
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A MAN OF GREATNESS CELEBRATES DOUBLE BIRTHDAY
GOVERNOR KURE IS 50 TODAY, NIGER STATE IS AT 

30 ALL IN FEBRUARY

\ - ’

Engr. Abdulkadir Y. Kure
Executive Governor; Niger State,

CO M M ERCE 

ROAD R EHABILW  A£lt>NS 

*TH C A R £ J?E L rV E ^Y  SYSTEM

S L E C T te f M c ^ m p N j  — 1 * 7  

AND URBAN W A T E ^ k j p f L Y ^

Sk d e v e l o p m e n t

\ la p  of Niger State carrying the Eight Emirate Councils and 
expressing the success of Governor K ures Administration, As 
a man of greatness, Niger!ifes salute your remarkable 
achievements towards ensuring peace, stability and progress 
of our gro wing state.

&V- a - ' |§

1
f t

Alhaji (Dr) Umar Ahmed Bakai
(Garkuwan Minna)

Alhaji (Dr) Abubakar Magaji
(Ndejin Lapai)

ALHAJI (DR) UMAR AHMED BAKAI
ND EJI IN LA PA I join our Great Leaders:

GARKUWAN MINNA AND ALHAJI (DR) ABUBAKAR M AGAJI TffE

* General Ibrahim Babangida
* . General Abdul salami Abubakar
*- General Mohammed Inuwa Wushishi

Our-Royal fathers *
Other stake holders, very numerous to mention here, millions o f Nigcrlites, as well as wishers/friends from allover the globe, 

to congratulate our Governor His Excellency Engineer Abdulkadir Kure, On the occasion o f his 50th Birthday celebration which 
tails in the same month as the state was created. Niger State is 30 years since its creation on the 4th February 1976. While we.wish 
our Governor good health to continue with his challenging assignments, we pray onto Allah (SWT) to ensure peace and progress o f 
our State. May Allah (SWT) continue to guide us onto the right path Amin.
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Somali assembly 
opens first session

S omalia’s interim parlia­
m ent opened its first 
session on home soil 

yesterday, and its first since 
one held In Kenya last year 
ended in brawling and chair 
throwing.

Prime Minister Mohamed 
AH Gedi flew in escorted by 
heavily arm ed m ilitiam en, 
joining President Abdullahi 
Y usuf and speaker S harif 
Hassan Sheikh Adan at the 
meeting aimed at ending a rift 
that has paralysed their gov­
ernment for more than a year.

“Today is an historic day. 
The government formed in 
Kenya has finally met inside 
the country after some differ­
ences.

The session  is now 
open,” Hassan said in the 
south-central city o f Baidoa, 
seen as a neutral site by both 
government factions.

O f275 members, 205 were 
present. However, a coterie of 
ppw erfut M ogadishu w ar­
lords, including National Se­
curity  M inister M oham ed 
Qanyare, were not.

They lead the faction, 
fro n ted  by H assan , tha t 
wants the government based 
in the law less capital and 
does not want foreign peace­
keepers in the Horn o f Africa 
country.

Yusuf, Gcdi and their al­
lies have based the govern­
ment in the provincial town

o f Jowhar, 90 km (56 miles) 
north o f  Mogadishu, and say 
they cannot move there until 
thousands o f  militiamen are 
pacified.

They want foreign peace­
keepers to help do the job.

Those disagreements and 
other political intrigues have 
left the two sides deeply di­
vided, but MPs plan to tackle 
those problems in a meeting 
they say is the last best hope 
to rejuvenate the faltering 
administration.

Formed in late 2004 in 
Kenya, this governm ent is 
the 14th attempt to restore 
central authority to a coun­
try whose last national presi­
dent was ousted in 1991. '

Africa

T5
A .  en

Darfur Talks: Nigeria’s revenue 
formula urged for wealth sharing

ChiefMediator o f  Darfur Talks in Abuja, Dr Salim Ahmed Salim

ie Head o f Delegation 
o f  the Sudanese gov­
ernment in the Seventh 

Round o f the Inter-Sudanese 
Peace Talks on Darfur, Dr 
Magzoub al Khalifa has pro­
posed Nigeria’s revenue al­
location formula as criteria 
for wealth sharing in Sudan.

In a statement signed by 
the Foreign A ffairs C h ief 
P ress Secretary , B ernard  
Udeh, Dr Khalifa made the 
statement during his visit to 
the Minister o f  Foreign Af­
fairs, Ambassador Oluyemi 
Adeniji, to brief his on the 
p ro g ress  m ade so far in 
Darfur talks taking place in 
Abuja.

Dr Khalifa, who is also 
the Adviser to the Sudanese 
president on the talks, said 
that the talks have reached a 
point where intervention is 
needed to move negotiations 
forward through grey areas. 
He said the areas o f discus­
sion include power sharing, 
energy sharing, security ar­
rangements and revenue for­
mula

For thousands o f  d is ­
placed people, he said that a 
compensation committee has 
been set up to look into the 
claims o f  refugees, adding 
th a t S udan is h o p ing  to 
m odel its T ru th  and 
C om pensation Com m ittee 
after those o f  South Africa or 
Sierra Leone or both.

Ambassador Adeniji ex­
pressed satisfaction with the 
progress made in the talks 
and called for a quick Com­
prehensive Agreement on all 
the issues that will benefit all 
the parties in the talks.

By Elkanah Chawai.
Foreign Desk Reporter

ECOWAS defence chiefs to 
meet in Niger

ECOW AS ch ie fs  o f  
Defence S taff are to 

' consider the status of 
implementation o f the road 
map for the creation o f re­
gional standby forcc (ESF) 
during next week’s meeting in 
Niamey, Niger.

This was disclosed in a 
press statement made avail­
ab le to D aily Trust by 
ECOWAS secretariat, saying 
that the 6,500 strong force, 
comprising units contributed 
by member states, will equip 
the region to respond to cri­
sis in West Africa, including 
humanitarian crisis. The force

B y  A i s h a  u m a r .
Reporter Foreign Desk

is ex p ec ted  to 'b eco m e 
operational by 2010 and will 
constitute part o f  the standby 
force for the Africa Union.

The statement stated that 
the 15,h Defence and security 
commission (DSC) meeting in 
N iam ey  w ill be b rie fed , 
among other things, on the 
staffing situation and the sta­
tus o f  the logistic base in 
Freetown, one o f the two de­
pots being established by the 
region to service the force. 
The second depot, the hu­
manitarian depot, is located 
in Mali.

He encouraged better co­
operation and co-ordination 
with the Chief Mediator, Dr 
Salim Ahmed Salim, to make 
more progress in the talks.

The foreign affairs minis­
ter said the outcome o f the

next African Union’s meeting 
in Addis Ababa would give 
impetus for further progress 
in the Abuja talks and re­
quested for time to consult 
with other parties to know 
how much they are willing to 
give in the negotiations.

T he seven th  round ,

Uganda’s Museveni wins 
election

U'for a third

gandan  P resid en t 
Y ow eri M useven i 
has been re-elected 

lird term by a clear mar­
gin, official figures show.

Mr Museveni won 59 per­
cent o f the vote while main 
rival Kizza Besigye took 37 
percent, the Electoral Com­
m ission said. D r Besigye, 
who alleges fraud, rejected 
the result. Riot police fired 
tear gas to disperse opposi­
tion supporters in Kampala.

Uganda’s first multi-party 
vote in 25 years is seen as a 
test o f  its democratic creden­
tials. In general elections the 
government did less well.

Police clashed with oppo­
sition activists outside the 
party  h eadquarte rs  o f  Dr 
Besigye’s Forum for Demo­
cratic Change.

But no injuries were re­
ported and there have been 
no major scenes o f  violence 
so far, prompting relief among 
tho se  w ho reca ll fie rce  
clashes during 2001 polls.

M r M useven i won 
4,078,911 votes in the presi­
dential election, compared 
with Dr Besigye’s 2,570,603, 
Electoral Commission chair­
man Badru Kiggundu said.

“The commission is sat­
isfied that the missing results 
will not change the result.”

He said 99 percent o f the 
nearly 20,000 polling stations 
had reported. Three other 
candidates had shared just 
over 3 percent of ballots cast.

Turnout in T hursday’s 
vote was about 68 percent, the 
commission said, despite in­
terruptions from heavy rain at 
outdoor polling stations.

Dr Besigye said his Forum 
for Democratic Change (FDC) 
believed there had been mas­
sive fraud in the vote count, 
which he called “illegal”.

“The FDC has taken a de­
cision to reject the results,” 
he told reporters in Kampala, 
urging supporters to remain 
calm.

“There is a big variation 
in the results coming out o f 
our tallying centre from what

the Electoral Commission is 
announcing.”

The ruling party denies 
allegations o f fraud. Ofwono 
Opondo, spokesman for the 
ruling National Resistance 
Movement', called the oppo­
sition “bad losers”.

“It is up to the popula­
tion o f  Uganda to decide.” 

The FDC has cited sev­
eral irregularities in the con­
duct o f  the polls, including 
the deployment o f  soldiers 
near voting booths, allegedly 
to intimidate its supporters.

The party also alleged 
that many FDC supporters 
had been unable to vote be­
cause their names were not 
included on electoral rolls.

EU o b se rv e rs  no ted  
problems with the campaign 
desp ite  im provem en ts 
overall.

C hief EU observer Max 
van den Berg recommended 
Uganda should reinstate a 
law limiting a president to two 
terms. As well as choosing 
betw een five presidential 
candidates, the electorate o f 
10.4 million voted for 284 new 
members of parliament. Sev­
eral m in is te rs  in M r 
M useveni's government lost 
their seats.

which began last year, has 
not produced an agreement 
in any o f  the issues d is­
cussed and has been drawn 
back by the skirmishes and,': 
continued killings in Darfur.

Meanwhile, the Special 
Representative o f  the Chair­
person o f the African Union 
Commission in the Sudan, 
A m bassador B aba G ana 
Kingibe, said that the African 
U nion M ission  in S udan i 
would be handi-ng over op­
erations to the United N a­
tions.

In a statement signed by 
Noureddine Mezni for AU, 
A m bassador K ingibe ex- j  
plained that the UN which 
was already handling hu­
manitarian activities in Darfur 
would take over the Security 
aspects o f the mission, while 
the political responsibility in­
cluding the Abuja Peace Pro­
cess and implementation of 
an eventual peace A gree­
ment, would remain with the 
African Union.

He said that the handing 
over is in line with the opera- ! 
tion o f peace keeping, in Af- j 

rica saying that “AU Peace 
Support Operations whether 
in Burundi or elsewhere had 
always been predicated on 
the clear know ledge that, 
eventually, there would be a 
transition to the UN, as the 
Security Council has the pri­
mary responsibility to main­
tain global peace and secu­
rity, and the UN has the ex­
pertise, resources and ca­
pacities for such operations.”

Tunisia releases ‘70 
Islam ist prisoners

TIhe Tunisian govern­
m ent has freed  70 
Islamist prisoners, in­

cluding journalist Hamadi 
Jebali after 15 years in jail, an 
official source and rights ac­
tivists said yesterday.

The release came under 
an amnesty for some 1,600 
detainees by President Zine 
al-Abidine Ben Ali to mark 
next m onth’s 50th anniver­
sary o f  independence from 
France, the official source 
said. Rights activists said the 
release included Jebali, edi­
tor o f the weekly newspaper 
Al Fajr, and six men jailed for 
expressing their religious and 
p o litic a l v iew s on the 
Internet.

They said most o f the 70

were senior officials or mem­
bers o f  the outlawed Islamist 
Nahda party.

Tunisia is North Africa’s 
most stable and prosperous 
country but rights groups 
say it is also one o f the most 
repressive.

The government insists it 
has no political prisoners 
and that no one has been 
jailed for expressing opin­
ions.

All detainees have been 
jailed for apparently criminal 
offences —  many for “terror­
ist” crimes* including Jebali.

Human rights groups say 
about 400 people are still in 
jail for their religious or po­
litical opinions, most o f them 
members ofNahda.
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NIGERIA UNION OF TEACHERS

54™ (3RD QUADRENNIAL) NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF DELEGATES AND 
COMMISSIONING OF THE NATIONAL TEACHERS’ HOUSE, ABUJA.

SPECIAL GUEST OF HONOUR 
HIS EXCELLENCY 

CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO (GCFR)
PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER-IN -CHIEF, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

GUEST OF HONOUR 
Mrs. Chinwe Nora Obaji
Hon. Minister of Education.

Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 
President of Nigeria

Teachers ’House
Mrs. Chinwe Nora Obaji 

Hon. Minister of Education

DATE: . FEBRUARY 28TH - 2ND MARCH, 2006
TIME: 10.00 AM
VENUE: National Teachers’ House, Sabon- Lugbe, Abuja.

THEME: “EDUCATION FOR ALL BY 2015: MYTH OR REALITY IN NIGERIA?”
Guest Speaker: Prof. Attahiru M. Jega, Vice Chancellor, Bayero University, Kano.

EVENTS
1. 28th February 2006: Opening Ceremony and formal Commissioning of National Teachers’ House, Sabon- Lugbe, Abuja.
2. 1st - 2nd March, 2006: National Conference of Delegates Plenary Sessions.

Signed:
Mallam Abdulwahed Ibrahim Omar 
National President NUT 
Chief Host

Obong I.J. Obong
Secretary General NUT 
Host

Hosea Ayagwa, 
NUT National Publicity Secretary.
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Happy Birthday, Mr. Gtvemar

SAM BELLO MUSTAPHA (BASKET)

IM A R l RAGADA 
Honourable Commissioner, Ministry of Information/Culture, Niger State.
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W o r l d  R e p o r t

Baghdad attacks kill 16
A , a

1 \ b

died o f  h is fa th e r  bru ta lity

barrage o f mortar at 
tacks in sou thern  
Baghdad has killed at 

least 16 Iraqis and injured 
more than 40.

A police source told the 
BBC that a total o f eight mor­
tars had been fired into the 
mainly Shiite area of Doura.

The attacks come after 
days o f  sectarian tensions 
that have left at least 165 dead 
since Wednesday.

Political and militia lead­
ers say they have m ade 
progress in talks to curb the 
violence that was sparked by 
the bombing o f a major Shiite 
shrine.

British father gets life for baby murder
A father who battered and 

burnt his son to death 
J \ i i a s  been given a life sen­
tence afterAeing Convicted of 
murder.

Pa\il O ’Neil, 33, from 
Newcastle in the United King­
dom, held the face of his three- 
month-old son Aaron against a 

i gas fire and later fractured his 
I skull with a head blow.

O’Neil, of Banbury Road,
! Kenton, was told he must serve 
•| at least 22 years.

An independent report criti­

cized agencies involved, saying 
information sharing was insuffi­
cient and procedures were not 
always followed.

Aaron’s mother Jodie Tay­
lor, 21, was sentenced to three- 
and-a-haif years after admitting 
cruelty by failing to provide ad­
equate medical attention.

O’Neil was also given sen­
tences of 14 years for causing 
grievous bodily harm and five 
years for cruelty, with all the 
sentences to be served concur­
rently.

Hamas gives condition 
for Israel recognition

Th? Palestinian prime min
is jter-designate  says 
H im as is ready to 

recognise Israel if it gives the Pal­
estinian people their full rights 
and a state in lands occupied 
since 1967, including the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem.

Hamas chose Ismail Haniya, 
a 43-year-old Gazan viewed by 
many Palestinians as a pragma­
tist, as the new prime minister 
after sweeping elections on 25 
January. The group hopes to 
complete forming a Palestinian 
government within two weeks.

“If  Israel declares that it will 
give the Palestinian people a 
state and give them back all their 
righ ts, then we are ready to 
recognise them,” Haniya told the 
Washington Post in an interview 
posted on its website on Satur­
day.

H aniya did not say what 
form the recognition would take.

Israel on Sunday cautiously 
welcomed Haniya’s statement. 
Meir Sheetrit, a cabinet minis­
ter, told Israel’s Army Radio: “ I 
wish they would change their 
positions .... They (Hamas) may 
be starting to speak another lan­
guage.”

I f  H am as w ere to accept 
Israel’s conditions to recognise 
Israel and renounce violence, “we 
w on’t have any trouble speak­
ing to Hamas, and to reach a 
settlement”, Sheetrit said.

Earlier, the Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas had warned he 
could resign from office if he felt 
too many constraints under a 
Hamas government.

“ We could reach a point 
w here I cannot perform  my 
duty,” Mr Abbas said in an in­
terview with ITV.

Hamas, whose charter calls

for Israel’s destruction, has re­
jected talks with the Jewish state 
as a waste o f time but it has said 
lately it could respect some as­
pects o f interim peace deals from 
the 1990s that it had rejected out­
right in the past.

Haniya also said Hamas was 
ready to consider talks with Is­
rael if  the Jewish state withdrew 
from the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem and recognised the 
“right o f return" for Palestinian 
refugees who fled in the 1948 war 
and their descendants.

“ L et Is rae l say  it w ill 
recognise a Palestinian state 
along the 1967 borders, release 
the prisoners and recognise the 
rights o f the refugees to return 
to Israel. Hamas will have a po­
sition if  this occurs,” Haniya 
said.

Israel w ithdrew  from the 
Gaza Strip in September after a 
38 -y ear occu p a tio n  bu t has 
vowed to hold onto East Jerusa­
lem and major West Bank settle­
ments and never allow millions 
o f Palestinians abroad to flood 
into Israel. -

“If  Israel withdraws to the 
1967 borders, then we will es­
tablish a peace in stages,” Haniya 
said. “We will establish a situa­
tion o f  stability and calm, which 
will bring safety for our people.”

A sked  w h e th e r H am as 
would abide by interim agree­
ments signed between Israel and 
the Palestinians, Haniya said: 
“We will review all agreements 
and abide by those that are in 
the interest o f  the Palestinian 
people.

“The ones that will guaran­
tee the establishment o f  a Pales­
tinian state with Jerusalem as its 
capital with 1967 borders.”

He had admitted cruelty, but 
denied murder and five GBH 
charges, between November 
2004 and February 2005,

The jury heard how Aaron 
was beaten and burned so badly . 
that he died 92 days after he was j 
bom.

They returned a guilty ver­
dict on the charges of murder and 
of inflicting the bums to Aaron’s 
face and hands.

The court heard Taylor was 
“trapped” in a relationship with 
the domineering O’Neil and was 
afraid to report what he had 
done. ,

Following Aaron’s death, the 
Local Safeguarding Children 
Board (LSCB) commissioned in­
dep en d en t ex p ert C a therine  
W eightman to investigate the 
case.

Her findings were published 
on Friday and found information 
sharing was insufficient to pro­
vide a full picture o f  the family 
history and risk to the child.

Details were held by health 
and social services which identi­
fied the father as a violent indi­
vidual who presented a risk to 
women and children.

T aylor w as sen tenced  to 
three-and-a-half years

Agencies were aware o f  the 
m other’s history o f  childhood 
abuse and recent offending his­
tory.

The report said: “C ollec­
tively, these records should have 
provided all professionals work­
ing w ith these parents w ith a 
clear profile o f  potential risk, 
parenting capacity and ability to 
protect a child.”

The report said analysis o f 
risk was limited across agencies, 
engagement o f  professionals was 
not strongly maintained and the 
parents’ co-operation was super­
ficial or, in the case o f  the father, 
non-existent.

It said this led to a w ith­
drawal o f  the social worker and 
to a ‘lack o f  persistence’ in the 
health v isitor’s attempts to see 
the child.

Newcastle City Council ex­
ecutive director o f children’s ser- 
vices and the chair o f  the LSCB 

• Catherine Fitt said: “We cannot 
: be inside peop le ’s hom es 24 

hours a day, seven days a week,
I but we must take responsibility 

for do ing  every th ing  in our 
{ pow er to ensure that children in 
i Newcastle are safe.”

Labour MP for Newcastle 
North Doug Henderson said he 
had written to the Health Secre-1 
tary Patricia Hewitt calling for 
an external inquiry.

However, an explosion hit 
a Shiite shrine in the south­
ern city o f Basra yeterday.

But the bomb, placed in - 
the building’s toilets, caused 
little damage and there were 
no serious injuries.

The mortar rounds were 
fired into the neighbourhood 
o f Doura - first into residen­
tial streets and then at a fruit 
market.

A day tim e curfew  in 
Baghdad, imposed to try to 
contain the spiralling vio­
lence, has been lifted but a 24- 
hour ban on road traffic re­
mains in pla$e.

Two people are killed and 
six others w ere w ounded 
when gunmen open fire on a 
group o f people playing foot­
ball near Baquba, 60km (36 
miles) north-east of Baghdad

At least two people are 
killed in a blast in a bus sta­
tion  in  H illa , sou th  o f  
Baghdad.

Salah al-M utluq , who

heads the Iraqi Front for Na­
tional Dialogue, told the BBC 
a new security plan had been 
worked out by Sunni and 
Shiite leaders that could help 
relieve tensions.

14 invo lved  rem ov ing  
Shiite-dominated interior min­
istry forces, including police, 
from sensitive Sunni areas.

Instead, these districts 
would be patrolled by the 
Iraqi army and multinational 
troops, he said.

Interior ministry police 
have been im plicated in a 
number o f “death squad” kill­
ings o f  Sunnis.

Residents o f Abu Ghraib 
in western Baghdad told BBC 
yeterday that the Iraqi army 
appeared  already to  have 
taken over street patrols from 
interior ministiy forces.

The bombing o f  the al- 
Askari shrine in the city of 
Samarra, one of the country’s 
holiest Shiite sites, has led t9 
fears that Iraq may descend 
into civil war.

Iran, Russia reach nuclear deal
an atom ic-pow er plant his 

biIran said it has reached an 
initial agreement with Rus 
sia on a joint venture to 

enrich  uran ium  and w ill 
confine talks on the issue in 
coming days.

“Regarding this joint ven­
ture, we have reached a basic 
agreem ent,” Iran’s nuclear 
chief Gholamreza Aghazadeh 
said in the southern Iranian 
port o f Bushehr yeterday.

Russia has offered to en­
rich uranium for Iran to ease 
world concerns over Tehran’s 
nuclear programme, but the 
latest round o f talks in Mos­
cow last week brought no vis­
ible progress.

The R ussian proposal, 
backed by the US and the Eu­
ropean Union, is intended to 
assuage concerns that en­
richment conducted in Iran 
could produce material for 
atomic weapons.

Sergey Lavrov, the Rus­

sian foreign minister,ign minister, said 
yeterday that Moscow will 
continue its efforts to help 
resolve the Iranian nuclear 
crisis until a planned meeting 
o f the UN’s nuclear watchdog 
agency in just over a week.

The 6 March meeting o f 
the International Atomic En­
ergy Agency could start a 
process leading to punish­
m ent by the UN Security 
Council, which has the au­
thority to impose sanctions on. 
Iran.

“Contacts will continue 
until the IAEA board meeting 
on 6 March,” Lavrov said in 
televised remarks.

Iran said it is pursuing 
peaceful nuclear energy, but 
W estern nations fear it is 
seeking an atomic weapon.

Yeterday ?s announcement 
came as Russia’s top nuclear 
official, Sergei Kiriyenko, vis­
ited the construction site o f

Spain: Thousands 
march against 
separatist talks

TSens o f thousands o f people 
have  m arched  th rough  
Madrid urging the Spanish 

government not to negotiate a 
peace deal with Basque separat­
ists Eta.

M any w ere from  groups 
supporting victims o f Eta, and 
brandished placards reading “Not 
in my name” and photos o f  those 
killed in attacks.

Socialist Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Zapatero has said he is ready 
to talk to Eta if  they lay down 
their arms.

But many protestors said 
Eta should be defeated through 
robust police action.

Eta has been blamed for the 
deaths o f more than 800 people 
during a 40-year campaign for an 
independent B asque state  in 
northern Spain.

The interior ministry esti­

mated the number o f marchers 
to be 100,000, while the march 
organisers said it was closer to 
1.4 million.

“We want to make sure that 
[the government] does not nego­
tiate with murderers and that ter­
rorism is not seen as a way to 
achieve a political end,” said Irene 
Villa, 27, who lost both her legs 
in an Eta bombing 15 years ago.

Eta has not killed anyone 
since May 2003 but has contin­
ued its bombing campaign.

W ith no signs o f  an E ta 
ceasefire, the opposition Popu­
lar Party said the government is 
playing into the hands o f  the 
separatists.

He said a significant number 
back Mr Zapatero and believe the 
only way to achieve peace is to- 
hold talks with Eta if  they de­
finitively give up violence.

country has been building for 
Iran in the G ulf coast city of 
Bushehr.

A ccording to the Itar- 
Tass Russian News Agency, 
Kiriyenko was also to discuss 
delivery schedules o f  Rus­
sian  fuel bound fo r the 
Bushehr plant.

On Saturday, Kiriyenko 
expressed confidence that 
the IAEA could still resolve a 
s ta n d o ff  over I ra n ’s 
programme that may lead to 
Security Council sanctions 
against the Islamic republic.

Also yeterday, Iran played 
down a secret nuclear project 
that US intelligence has linked 
to warhead design, saying it 
would offer information on it 
to the IAEA.

“We will discuss the is­
sue, and the rumors surround­
ing it, with the agency. It is 
not very sensitive or ambigu­
ou s,” Ham id Reza A sefi, 
Iranian’s Foreign M inistry 
spokesman, said when asked 
abou t the secre t p ro jec t 
known as Green Salt.

Asefi confirmed that an 
IAEA team wasiin Tehran to 
discuss the country’s nuclear 
programme.

Public m ention o f  the 
Green Salt Project first sur­
faced in an IAEA report 
drawn up earlier this month 
for a meeting o f the agency’s 
35-nation board of governors.

Putin, Russian President
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Niger State Government

■

Engr. A bdulkhadir A. Kure, FNSE  
Executive Governor, Niger State

\

at#®!® '

To measure greatness^is not about age^position"or academics alone!
' ^  “  ' ~ t4 " "  ^ ........

positive actions

>Engr7AbduikhadirA?Kure FNSEf theentire members of the: 
S ta tr E x ^ ^ e  jGouricilTar^ ^ in g  today, that yotTare sourcg

of pride and inspiration to

. €

Signed:
Comrade Moh’d Adams Erena 

Secretary to the State Government
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Engr, Abdulkhadir A. Kure, i-n s i
Exocumt t  tovertKw. Niger Swwe

Signed:

On behalf of Bida Local Government Area
of Niger State, I Congratulates our Governor,
Engr. Abdulkhadir A . Kure, F N S E  who is celebrating M. tara t „ , . ru K<1„ „  H m u m
his 50th Birthday today! i * > «  l o t
We prayed to Almighty Allah to enriched his knowledge so as to lead us 
alright in all ramification.

O nce again, Congratulations.

BIDA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
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Mararrabar Rido: Inside the worl
M ararrabar Rido is a 

p lace in K aduna 
State where miners 

engage in digging activities in 
the search for precious stones. 
These stones are then sold to 
willing buyers, and the men 
may strike great wealth in the 
process. Mining is dangerous, 
but also a sweet activity. There 
is a thin line between danger 
and wealth in this case. The 
walls may cave in while the men 
djg. On the other hand the men 

; may emerge into the sunlight 
! as bearers o f great wealth. The 
men burrow into the earth like 

! rodents, and they may well be 
called ‘rodents’ o f a kind. At 
M ararrabar Rido, there are 
many signs of continuous dig­
ging, with vastJioles gaping out 
o f the earth, and parts o f the 
rock showing signs of mining 

i activity.
These hum an “rodents”

I burrow deep beneath the sur- 
: face of the earth, in search of 
| precious stones and metals, 
and other valuables deep in the 
womb o f the earth such as 
tantalite, gold, aquamarine, sil- 

i ver, gypsum, barite, anhydrite,
: calcite colmanite, kainite, as­
bestos, talc graphite, bauxite, 
emerald, marble, dolomite, to­
paz, citrine, kunzite and pyrope 
garnet, among other metallic 

i and non-metallic minerals.
| These valuable mineral re­

sources found: within the bor­
ders o f thiSTountry, are o f great 
quality and importance, and are

By Abdullahi M. Gulioma, j
Reporter

needed in the market. Tantalite 
for instance, is a hot commod­
ity, because it is used in pro­
ducing electronic equipment 
like televisions, radios and mo­
bile phones, am ong other 
things. Aquam arine on the 
other hand is used for rings 
worn by women, and necklaces, 
and so on and so forth.

The unlicensed miners, nu­
merous at one of such mineral- 
rich locations called Damishi at 
Mararrabar Rido, on the out­
skirts o f Kaduna metropolis, 
are already used to staying di­
shevelled and dusty, because 
they crawl into the depths every 
no\^ and then, in search o f min­
eral resources. They are not le­
gal miners themselves, but ob­
tain legal security from author­
ised miners to whom they sup­
ply their find. The authorised 
miners take 50 per cent o f the 
amount the find is sold at, while 
the remaining 50 percent goes 
to the real miners.

As the real miners dig far 
into the earth, they suffer deep 
insecurity and uncertainty on 
hitting any find, as frequently 
as they dig for it. Whenever any 
miner, hits a find, which occurs 
after an uncertain length o f 
time, he sells it for millions of 
naira, and disappears from the 
site, for a while, going into the 
society to find his fortune.

The m iners opera te  in

groups. The search for the 
wealth of the earth must be team 
work, to expedite and enhance 
the chances o f a find. Whoever 
hits a find in any group, shares 
his earnings with all other mem­
bers o f the group, except if he 
finds it without the notice of the 
others. Every member o f the 
group, in one way or the other, 
benefits from the luck of his col­
league or colleagues, as the 
case may be.

Two miners, who identified 
them selves as M ohammed 
B uhari and V ictor Am os, 
claimed to be the leaders o f the 
two separate mining groups at 
the Damishi site. They spoke 
extensively on the various as­
pects of the mining activities, 
and on the miners themselves. 
According to them, all the min­
ers in their groups are from dif­
ferent parts o f Kaduna state, 
and are within the age range of 
23 and 45. Usually the miners 
pick their tools, and begin to 
crawl into the depths by 7 am, 
digging, pecking and raking 
with their fingers, and other 
tools for about 11 hours. By 4 
pm or 5 pm,'whoever is still in 
the depths begins to climb to 
the surface. Most days, de­
pending on the amount of work 
before a group, work usually 
stops by 6 pm.

Buhari and Amos admitted 
that the miners seen by this re­
porter at the site, are not legal 
miners, but enjoy legality un­
der authorised miners, to whom

they sell their finds. These “il­
legal” miners and the buyers of 
the find, therefore work in col­
laboration with each other. The 
actual m iners d ig  into the 
depths to provide the precious 
items, while the authorised or 
licensed miners, provide the 
cash, and cover up in case the 
Police or other security agents 
visit the site.

Their relationship has to be 
such, because some o f the au­
thorised/licensed miners are not 
wealthy enough, or they pre­
tend to be so, to employ the 
service o f  the actual “earth 
worms” who burrow into the 
depth for the find. So, a group 
locates the find, a group pro­
vides the cash, and the busi­
ness is made. Whoever is lucky 
to strike a precious stone real­
ises between N20 million and 
N30 million, depending on the 
type and weight o f the stone. A 
small piece o f precious stone 
could earn its finder between 
N 100,000 and N200,000.

The buyers o f the find of­
ten comb the bush, running af­
ter the miners from one site to 
the other, to grab their find and 
pay. An immediate payment de­
pends on the weight o f a find. 
For example, a find that costs 
millions of naira cannot be paid 
for immediately by the buyer 
right there in the bush. The 
owner of the find will have to 
accompany the buyer to the 
town to enable the buyer raise 
the money for the payment. A

find that costs betw een 
N 100,000 and N500,000 can be 
paid for there and then by the 
buyer.

By law taxes are to be paid 
on the find, depending on the 
item , its sign ificance  and 
weight. However, the real min­
ers (those in the fields mining) 
do not actually pay any tax. 
Alhaji Tasi’u Hussaini Kubau, 
Alhaji Abbas Nata’ala, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Kanam and A'lhaji Nafi’u 
Shu’aibu are licensed miners, 
who buy the find from the real 
people involved in the mining 
business. They claimed that all 
registered miners pay royalty 
tax o f N20 per milligram to the 
government, through the Min­

istry o f Solid Minerals, depend­
ing on the mineral resources. 
The royalty tax for precious 
stones range between N30 and 
N 100 naira, depending on the 
usage and market demand of 
the products.

The entire mining business 
is not without its own hazards. 
The actual earth burrowers are 
always faced with occupational 
and health hazards. According 
to Baba Karami, Bala Idris and 
Garba Yunus, while they are 
deep beneath, the earth could 
cave in on them, and they could 
sustain serious injuries or even 
lose their lives, depending on 
the gravity o f  the accident. 
Great difficulty will normally be

Dauda Nagari. and Hassan Musa are 
others have made it, they too can make 
length of time or period. The miners se 
well to their homes and settled in the vi 
to return home until they hit the jackpo 
or metals which they believe could chan 
better. Infact, some of them have been 
months. Most o f them left their familie 
their parents or relations. For instance, 
a father of three children, and resident o 
South local government, said that he le 
dren at home, and will return to them, 
get a precious stone that will fetch him 
Kamal Nuhu is o f the view that “as a ba 
back home if  we succeed in our busines

•N
Some o f  the miners at work. ome children searching fo r  the precious stones too. Steps that lead deep into the mining
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Happy Golden Jubilee
TO MY NAMESAKE

, A .  .

E a g K A M j l

Ob behalf of ny father. Hob. Shaba Bcflo hah, 
Chainaaa. Katcha LGA and oar retire family 

join B u l l io B s  iarejeiriBg w i t h  n  Varaetakr. the 
Governor of Mger State, Fa«r. AMalkbadlr A. Kare

oayour Goldefl JafeOee.
We pray Almighty Alah to costane to p ic

yea miuhifli ia i t i r  im it t  to hBBHBfly.
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Currencies
W est/V fncan

U nit o f A ccoun t
Country N Equivalent
The Gambia 6.0320

• Ghana 0.0143
Guinea 0.0588
Liberia 1.8633
S/Leone 3,563.84
Nigeria 192.48

Parallel M arket
Average 

Dollar 144 145
Pounds 261 175

INSIDE

From Addanwa Bamgboye,
Correspondent Lagos

Beilvtew Airlines 
Monday -  Friday
Lagos -  Abuja 
0 6 5 0 ,0 9 5 0 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 4 0 0 .1 6 0 0 ,  
1955 
A f y -  L o s - 0 8 0 0 , 1 1 3 0 ,1 3 2 0 , 
1 6 0 0 ,1 8 0 0  
L o s - P / H - 0 7 1 5 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 3 2 0  
L o s  — K a n o —0 6 3 0

Saturday & Sunday
L o s - A b j - 0 8 0 0 ,1 1 3 0 ,1 6 0 0 ,  
1950 
A bj-L os- 0 8 0 0 ,1 3 2 0 ,1 6 0 0 ,  
1800
L os-P /H -0 8 0 0 ,1340 J  700 
P /H -L os-0945,1520,1830 
Los - Kano - 0800 
K ano-Los - 1130

IRS Airlines
L o s-A b j-7 .1 5 a m , 8.15am,' 
11.00am,
12noon, 3.0Opm, 4.15pm,
Abj -  Los -  10am, 11am,
1.00pm, 2.00pm,
4 .15pm, 5.15pm. .
L o s -  PHC -  1 1.45am , 
12.45am,
PH C -L os - 1.30pm, 2.30pm, 
Los -  Kan -  5.30pm, 6.45pm, 
Kan -  Los -  7.45am, 9.00am.

Weekend
L o s-A b -9 .15am, 10.15am,
I.00pm, 2.00pm, 11,00am, 
12.00pm, 9.30am, 10.30am.
Abj - Los -11 .00am, 12am, 
2.45pm, 3.45pm, 12.45pm,
II.15am, 12.15am,
Los> - PHC -11 5pm, 2.15pm.

Customs seize N600m textiles
The Managing Director o f Premium Pension Ltd, Mr. Aliyu Dikko with Alhaji Baba Ahmed (right), at the presentation o f licenses to Pension 

fund  administrators and custodians held in Abuja...recently.

T he Federal Government 
warehouse in Ikeja 
Lagos is now full to the 

brim as the Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) Federal 
Operations Unit (FOU) zone 
‘A’ has seized prohibited 
textile materials valued at N600 
million from Saki town in Oyo 
State.

Addressing newsmen last 
week in Lagos, Comptroller of 
the F.O.U, Umar M. Daura said 
that the space' constraints in 
the government warehouse 
would not deter his men from 
further seizures.

According to him, “the 
signal for the manner of our 
anti-sm uggling operations 

j this year is very clear. The

sm ugglers should rather 
choose the path of honour and 
save them selves the risks 
inherent in smuggling.”

He explained that following 
a tip-off on Thursday Feb. 16th, 
2006, officers from NCS FOU 
zone ‘A’ struck at a smuggling 
site at Saki town in Oyo axis.

“On arrival at the point by 
the officers, the smugglers, on 
sighting the intim idating 
number of officers, fully armed 
approaching, jumped over the 
nearby wall o f Saki town 
stadium still under 
construction and disappeared, 
abandoning hundreds of bales

of textile materials.”
Com ptroller Umar said 

further that initial evacuation 
of part o f the seizures to the 
governm ent warehouse at 
Ikeja on Friday 17,h February 
2006 reeorded 1,390 bales 
valued at N200m.

He said that the last batch 
of the seizure was brought in 
five long trailer trucks and four 
short trucks which are yet to 
be off-loaded and counted to 
ascertain, the quantity and 
value.

He disclosed that the 
operation was led by (DC) 
deputy comptroller Sambo, 
assisted by A ssitant 
C om ptroller (A/C) Victor 
Dimka, 18 and patrol teams, a

unit o f mobile policemen and 
other officers including some 
police personnel.

Lamenting that there was 
as no space to store the textile 
m aterials, he said that 
fortunately there were some 
empty containers in the 
government warehouse into 
which the textile materials 
were being stored. ...P27

Premium Pension assures of reliable service
M anaging  D irec to r 

Prem ium  Pension 
Limited (PPL) Mr. 

A liyu  D ikko has assured  
workers in the country that 
the licensed Pension Fund 
Administrators (PFAs) and 
custodians would create a 
viable industry that would 
compete with other pension 
schemes in the world.

Mr. D ikko gave the 
a ssu rance  during  the 
presentation o f  licenses by 
P resid en t O lusegun 
Obasanjo to PPL and 11 other 
PFAs as well as pension fund 
custodians in Abuja, saying 
th a t w ith  the p resen t 
c o n trib u to ry  pension  
scheme, Nigeria was on its 
w ay to providing a viable 
pension industry.

The PPL m anaging

challenge before  now  was 
apathy, but added that such 
apathy  w as beg in n in g  to 
change w ith enlightenm ent 
from the operators.

The form er MD/CEO o f 
U nited Bank for A frica Pic 
(UBA) said the new scheme 
w ould  be tran sp aren t, 
com pared  w ith  w hat was 
obtainable in the industry in the 
past, while contributors Wtmld 
now be sure that they have 
something to fall back on after 
retirement.

He pointed  out that the 
PPL, on its own would not fail 
in delivering effective and 
e ffic ien t serv ices  to 
contributors, adding that the 
company had, in response to 
this came up with products that 
would satisfy and cater for the 
interest o f contributors.

d irec to r  s ta ted  tha t the Besides, he explained that he said.

his management team consists 
o f those who have good and 
excellent track records in the 
banking and pension industry, 
w hile  the  com pany  has 
acquired facilities and other 
resources that would make it 
one o f the best in the world.

Mr. Dikko said: “I believe 
that history is being made in 
the country and I am pleased 
to be part o f history. We are all 
com m itted  to c rea tin g  an 
industry which can compete 
with any other pension scheme 
in the world.

“The challenges, as you 
have heard  from  various 
presenters was apathy. Most 
o f the workers were not sure 
whether this would work, but 
this is beginning to change 
with enlightenment from the 
operators and the regulators,”

T he Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS) has set a 
target of N3.6 trillion as 

internally generated revenue to be 
I collected in 2007, its executive 
t chairman, Ms. Ifueko Omoigui has 

disclosed.
Addressing a joint workshop 

by the FIRS and the Kaduna State 
government on tax compliance by 
local governments, Ms. Omoigui 
said the FIRS hopes to achieve this 

! target by strengthening 
investigation and intelligence and 
automating revenue collection.

She said a whistleblower anti­
corruption unit has been set up 
which reports directly to him and 
called on local governments and 
the general public to report any 
act of corruption by FIRS officials 
and their collaborators.

“What these reforms mean is 
that the taxpayer should expect a 
more convenient and convince 
environment,” he said.

To achieve this, the FIRS boss 
said integrated tax offices 
nationwide will now issue treasury 
receipts to taxpayers within 24 
hours of receipt of manifests from 
collecting centres and credit notes, 
tax certificates within two weeks 
and respond to tax payers’

From  Sani Babadoko, Bureau \\ 
Chief, Kaduna

requests within seven days.
She said another strategy in j 

the reform package is project- 
FACT which is to ensure the! 
safety of whatever monies are! 
contributed as tax by the public! 
through a new computerised; 
collection system.

“This system would enable: 
us promptly capture all monies; 
paid into our collecting banks and 
ultimately eliminate the problems 
that the service has continued to; 
experience with non-remittance of 
those funds, some of which are inj 
banks currently battling with! 
liquidity problems,” she said.

Kaduna State governor, 
Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi said 
at the occasion that Kaduna State 
will always take the lead in tax; 
remission pointing out that he has 
personally asked for evidence of 
tax remission to the FIRS with 
the first two weeks of every 
month.

She promised directing the 
ministry of local governments to 
ensure that all the 24 local 
governments in the state remitted 
their tax collection within the 
stipulated period.

Coping
with
stress

. . .P 2 5

Stock
market
Report

...P27

Flight schedule
Virgin Nigeria
Los -  Abj: 7.00am, 10.55, 
6.55prfl
Abj -  Los: 9.00am, 12.55pm, 
8.55pm
Los -  PHC: 7.1 Sam, 3.00pm 
PHC -  Los: 9.00am, 4.45pm 
Los -  Acc: 2.55pm; Acc -  Los: 
335pm
Los -  D ouala: 6 .30pm ; 
Douala -  Los: 8.30pm
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Management Tips

w it h  s t r e s s
It is different things to differ 

ent people. To a mountaineer 
it is the challenge o f pushing 

physical resources to the limit 
by striving to achieve a demand­
ing goal. To the homeward bound 
motorist it can be the hassles o f 
heavy traffic and obnoxious ex- 

I haust fumes. To the student it 
| can be exam pressure.

Take a piece o f  paper and 
write the word stress at the top. 
Now write down all the words 
and images that come to your 
mind as you think about this 
word.

Most people respond to the 
word stress in negative ways.

They see it as a destructive, 
debilitating force. However, not 
all stress is negative. The word 
eustress has been coined to de­
scribe positive stress. Eustress 
results from exhilarating experi­
ences. It is the type o f stress you 
are likely to experience when you 
inherit a large amount o f money 
or receive an unexpected promo­
tion or reward. Eustress is the 
stress o f winning and achieving.

Negative stress is distress. It 
is the stress o f  losing, failing, 
overw orking and not coping. 
Distress affects people in a nega­
tive often harmful manner. We all 
experience distress from time to 
time. It is a normal, unavoidable 
part o f  living.

S tressors C ause Stress
Stress results from failure to 

adequately cope with stressors. 
Stressors could be loud noise, un­
com fortable air-conditioning, 
debts, ringing telephones, broken 
relationships-, unrealistic dead­
lines, discouragement, fear, pain 
and thousands o f  other things 
that impact upon us in the nor­
mal course o f  life.

It is im possib le to avoid 
s tre sso rs . T he only  to ta lly  
s tre ss -fre e  s ta te  is death! 
Stressors y/ill always be there 
because we' live in an imperfect 
and unpredictable world which 
is goingJo cause us to frequently 
g e t stressed . We experience 
stress as the body adjusts to the 
external demands placed upon it. 
O ur body constantly seeks to 
maintain stability and stress is 
usually sensed as the body read­
justs to too much pressure.

S c ien tis ts  use  the term  
HOMEOSTASIS (homeo = the 
same; stasis = standing) to de­
fine the physiological limits in 
which the body functions effi­
ciently and comfortably. Stress 
disturbs homeostasis by creat­
ing a state o f  imbalance. The 
source o f  stress may be outside 
the body or it may originate from 
within the body in the form of 
blood pressure, pain, tumours, 
distressing events or disturbing 
thoughts.

We need to assist-our bodies 
to cope with being stressed be­
cause our natu ral b io log ical 
stress-adjustors are not idealjy 
suited to the demands o f modem 
living. Our bodies are well suited 
to cope w ith the d is tressing  
events faced by our primitive an­
cestors. The stressors faced by 
humans conditioned to a nomadic 
hunter-gatherer lifestyle are ob­
viously different to the distress­
ing lifestyle of today. Our dis­
tant ancestors needed chemical 
responses to stress to enable 
them to trigger physical flight or 
fight responses to the perils and 
pleasures of hunting. These 
types of responses are inappro­
priate today. If you physically 
ran away from your workplace

By Dr. Hans Selye

whenever things got on top o f  
you then this would not enhance 
your standing in the Organisa­
tion. Conversely if  you punch 
the boss on the nose when he/ 
she gives you a tough time then 
the resulting dismissal and as­
sault charges will generate con­
siderably greater levels o f dis­
tress. Consequently we need to 
develop special skills to deal with 
special stressors.

We are all very aware o f  spe­
cific distressing circumstances

that affect us. As already dis­
cu ssed  these  assum e m any 
shapes and forms. In addition to 
the specific stressors there are 
also back-ground stressors that 
can have a m ore sub tle  but 
equally damaging impact on us.

T he C on seq u en ces o f  
Stress

One o f the pioneers o f  stress 
research, Dr. Hans Selye wrote 
that “ ... stress is essentially re­
flected by the rate o f all the wear 
and tear caused by life.”

His research convinced him 
that the body has only a finite 
reserve o f adaptation energy to

apply to the stressors o f  life. 
Selye likened this reserve to a 
bank account upon which we can 
make withdrawals from time to 
time but into which we cannot 
make deposits. It is a non-renew­
able reserve o f  energy which we 
draw on throughout life until 
eventually it is consumed and 
dea th  re su lts . Som e peop le  
squander their reserves and ex­
perience premature ageing as a 
result; others exercise more dis­
cretion and so they maintain a 
supply over a longer period o f 
time.

Over a long period o f time

the stress response begins to take 
a toll on the body. One o f the 
prime targets affected is the thy­
mus gland (a mysterious pale 
grey gland that sits behind the 
b reastbone, above the heart) 
which plays a key role in the 
bo d y ’s im m une system . The 
thymus gland pumps out m il­
lions o f lymphocytes each day 
to patrol throughout the body 
and to kill off bacterial invaders. 
Killer cells called macrophages 
literally eat invading bacteria. 
They operate in all parts o f  the 
body and we depend on them for 
our survival. Macrophages are

weakened by a steroid called cor­
tisol which is released by the 
adrenal gland when we experience 
stress. A weakened immune sys­
tem makes us vulnerable to in­
fection and this is why people 
under stress often experience 
regular attacks o f colds and flu.

Psychological stress does 
have physical ramifications. We 
can do ourselves a great deal o f 
harm by stressful thinking. We 
can flood our body with stress 
hormones and this can create a 
vicious cycle making us more and 
more stressful.

Culled from  Forbes.com

KADUNA BUSINESS SCHOOL

IheMaiagenent PragramnB In
E N T R E P R E N E U R S H IP  AND NEW VENTURE CREATION

Kaduna | Business | School
Executive Education WORLD BANK ■ [BDS1 ASSISTED PROGRAMME

It is significant to note that wealth and a vast •Learn to identify and recogiize business ‘Anybody who wants to start a new venture
opportunities DURATION:

•Understand entrepreneurship process/business 5-Weeks: 4.00pm to 8.00pm on Fridays and
nurture businesses into great empires.

way

entrepreneurship and the competencies that 
are sufficient to pursue different business 
opportunities.

In tine with the on-going reforms, this 
programme is currently being linked to 
various financial institutions who will need to 
audit the entrepreneurial acumen of their 
customers before granting them loans. 
PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

businesses
•Identify market potentials for new products and 

ideas

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
•Business Owners 
•Fresh Unemployed Graduates 
•Those who want to start a retirement venture 

programme.
•National Youth Service Corps members. 
•Entrepreneurs who want to strengthen their 

entrepreneurial capacities.

simulations and syndicate work.

COURSE FEE
^15,250.00 to cover application form, tuition, examination,

VENUE
Kaduna Business School, 13b Ohikere Street, Off Inuwa 
Vfeda Road, Ungwar Rimi G.R.A, Kaduna

Drueker Centre of Management for

E N T R E P R E N E U R S

BATCH 2: 10TH MARCH-8TH APRIL, 2006
Hotline - 0 6 2 3 7 0 8 3 6 ;  K e n n y -  08023638631; Mohammed - 08025011200; website: www.kbs-edu.net
Ralph - 0 8 0 6 5 3 2 2 1 3 3 :  Bukky - 08036158256; e-maii - kbs@wwlkad.com, marketing@kbs-^du.net

http://www.kbs-edu.net
mailto:kbs@wwlkad.com


TAFA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

Happy 50th Birthday

Engr. A bdulkhadir A . K ure, fn sh
GoftenMK, Stale

I, the Chairman of 
Rosso Local Government Council 

on behalf of the good people o f the area
congratulate 

Governor Abdulkhadir A. Kure, FNSE 
on his 50th Birthday.

We wish him many more 
prosperous years in the 

service o f this great nation.
Happy Birthday Sir

S i p n a d :

% ■

A b u ja  A b d u l l ata
Chairman, Tafe hGC
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
Company Name No of Deals Quotation(N) Quantity Traded
ADS WITCH PLC. I 1.55 305,957
CAPITAL OIL PLC 1 0.34 1,600

S ecto r Totals 2 t 307.557
A G R IC U L T U R E /A G R O -A L L IE D
TH E O KO M U  O IL PALM COMPANY PLC 2 18.50 6,500
PRESCO  PLC. 3 11.40 10,500

S ecto r Totals 5 17,000
A L 'TO M O B ILE &  TY R E
DUNLOP N IGERIA PLC. 9 2.55 23,650
R .T  BRISCO A EPLC . 5 5.28 13,810
S ecto r Totals 14 37 ,460
B A N K IN G
A CCESS BANK PLC 54 2.69 786,574
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 2 2 .2 6 . 102,400
FIRST CITY M ON U M ENT BANK PLC 1 5.11 8,000
FIDELITY BANK PLC 1 2.93 349,440
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 196 36.20 427 ,057
G TBA NK  PLC. 78 13.70 413 ,634
IN V ESTM EN T BANKING 4 4.57 321,500
INTERCONTINENTAL BA NK  PLC. ’ 22 io . i'o 350,045
NAL BANK PLC. . 1 2 .80 100.000 ■
OCEA NIC BANK PLC 21 5,80 124,980
PLATINUM BANK PLC 2 2.60 200.400
U NITED  BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 3,8 11.70 76,382
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 61 25.48 203,378
WF.MA BANK PLC. * 10 3.74 127,379
ZENITH  BANK PLC 4 19.64 9,300

S ccto r Totals V 495 3 ,600.469
B R E W E R IE S <

GUIN N ESS NIGERIA PLC. 10 103.00 4,169
NIGERIAN BREW ERIES PLC. 105 35.19 346,035

S ecto r Totals 115 350.204
B U ILD IN G  M A T ER IA LS
A SH A KA  CEM EN T PLC. 24  . 33.21 96.646
BENUE CEM EN T COM PANY PLC. 6 6.50 43 ,200
CEM EN T COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 1 6.60 45 ,560
W EST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEM EN T CO. PLC. 28 18.03 259 ,156

S ecto r T otals ** 59 444,562
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
B ERG ER PAINTS PLC. 9 3.60 14,263
CA P PLC. 7 8.51 24,100
D. N. M EY ER PLC. 2 3.60 6,000
N IGERIA  GERM AN CHEM ICALS PLC. 9 4 .00 315,530

S ec to r Totals 27 359,893
C O N G L O M E R A T E S
A. G. LEVENT1S N IGERIA PLC. 3 1.18 25,000
JOHN HOLT PLC. 1 1.27 34,238
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 16 16.20 89,766
S .C O  A NIGERIA PLC. 3 0.93 24,229
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC 32 16.65 58,784
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 52 20.01 94,253
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 1 0.74  , 1,500
S ecto r Totals 108 327 ,770
C O N S T R U C T IO N
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 2 0.99 8,637
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 1 21.51 200

S ecto r Totals 3 8,837
F O O D /B E V E R A G E S  & T O B A C C O
7-lJP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 17 29.50 8,632
CADBU RY  NIGERIA PLC 39 55.45 68,444
FLOUR M ILLS NIGERIA PLC. 33 26.99 101,717
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 44 61.00 101,289
N E S T ifi FOODS N IGERIA PLC 5 193.00 1,306
M URJHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 3 15.00 1,000

S ecto r Totals 141 282,388
H EA LTH C A R E
EVANS. M EDICAL PLC. 3 2.38 64 ,900
G LAXOSM ITHKLINE CONSUM ER NIGERIA PLC 28 ■ 10.00 166,751
MAY & BAKI K NIGERIA PLC 5.36 8,000
NEIM ETH INTERNATIONAL PH ARM. PLC 1 3.23 1,636

S ecto r Totals 34 241.287
IN D U STR IA L/D O M E ST IC  PRO D U CTS
R O C GASES PLC 2 ’ 5 .40  : ‘ 2 ,000
FIRST ALUM INIUM  NIGERIA PLC. I 0.71 5,000
VITAFOAM  NIGERIA PLC. 1 1 3,26 127,802
S ecto r Totals 14 134,802
IN SU R A N C E
CO RNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 16 1.28 445 ,000
LAW UNION AND ROCK. INSURANCE PLC. 1 0.80 1,000
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 2 3.26 1,683
PRESTIGE A SSURANCE PLC. 1 2.38 2,000
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC* 2 2.80 16,000
W EST A FRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 3 3.05 15,218

S ecto r Totals 25 480,901
M A N A G E D FU N D S
C & I LEASING PLC 1 1.10 5,000

S ecto r Totals 1 5.000
P A C K A G IN G
NAM PAK NIGERIA PLC 1 1.65 1,564

S ecto r Totals » ■* 1 1,564
P E T R O L E U M (M A R K E T IN G )
A FRICAN PETROLEUM  PLC. 17 38.99 6,546
CONOIL PLC 17 83.00 4,368
ETERNA OIL &  GAS PLC. 4 2.65 5,751 „
M OBIL O IL NIGERIA PLC. 21 162.03 22,783
OANDO PLC 19 90 .50 13,916
TEXA CO  (NIGERIA) PLC. 13 104.05 6,945
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 11 183.50 3,632

S ecto r Totals 102 63,941
P R IN T IN G  & P U B L ISH IN G
LONGM AN NIGERIA PLC. 3 4.23 28 ,650

S ecto r Totals 3 28,650
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY D EVELOPM ENT PLC. 4 "  . 8.76 5,100

S ecto r Totals 4 5,100
TEXTILES
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC. 1 1.83

S ecto r Totals 1 3,000
O vera ll Totals 1,154 * 6 ,700385

REPORT AS A T  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2C
Value ofShares
474.233.35
544.00
474.777.35

119.750.00
119.700.00
239.450.00

60.625.50
69.786.50
130.412.00

2.099.652.44
231.424.00
40.880.00
1.023.859.20 
15,398,407.34 
5 ,674,113.55 •
1.469.255.00
3.541.873.50 
280,000.00
724.694.00
521.040.00  
884,389.22
5.182.071.44 
476,397.46
182.652.00
37.730.709.15

433.649.00
12.168.457.64
12.602.106.64

3,214,167.81
280.800.00
300.696.00  
4 ,676,500.24
8.472.164.05

50,978.9!
'2 0 5 ,0 9 1 .0 0
21.600.00
1.268.673.00 
1,546,342.91

29.500.00 
43 ,482.26
1.454.209.20 
22,532.97 
976,556.10
1.892.577.05
1.110.00
4.419.967.58

8.550.63
4.302.00
12.852.63

258.477.00
3.791.736.52
2.717.948.20
6.141.044.00 
252,840.04 
15,000.00 
13,177,045.76

154.462.00
1.670.310.00
42.880.00
5.284.28
1.872.936.28

4.800.00
3.550.00
419.034.52
427.384.52

574.184.32
800.00
5.486.58
4.760.00
44.800.00  
46.214.90  
676,245.80

5.500.00
5.500.00

2.580.60
2.580.60

255,265.18
362,548.83
15.240.15 
3 ,711,539.39
1.253.122.00 
722,627.25
664.442.50  
6 ,984,785.30

121.189.50
121.189.50

45.015.00
45.015.00

5.490.00
5.490.00 
88,946,955.07

TOP 10 TR A M S AS YESTERDAY
SYMBOL

UBTC
F1DF.LITYBK
GUARANTY

NB
CORNERST
INTERCONT

PZ
ACCESS
UBN
FIRSTBANK

*
TOP 18 GAINERS 
cvMnr m

MOBIL

CONOIL
OKOMUOIL

FLOURMILL
RTBR1SCOE

UBA
iLONGMAN

e y a n s m e d

FIRSTBANK

NAMPAK

VOLUME

321.500.00
349.440.00
425.400.00

444.154.00
453.884.00
470.055.00
691.478.00 
R0#,874 00 “

1.224.249.00
1.330.952.00

VALUE
1,469,255.00
I,023.859.20 

5,835,307.75
15.606.149.44 
585,JS5,84 
4,753,022.60

II,201,943.60
2.159.639.44 

31,193,864.52 
48,059,176.14

IASTOOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHANG

TOP W LOSERS 
SYMBOL
NESTLE 
GUINNESS 

7UP 
NBC 
CAP
UAC-PROP 

GUARANTY 
INTERCONT 

NB
ROYALEX

LAST CLOSE YESTERDAY'S CLOSE

-0.14

NITT to train 100 on 
transport, logistics

F ro m  A b d u lR a h e e m  A o d u , Correspondent (Kaduna)

N igerian Institute ofTransport Technology (N IT T ) Z aria 
is set to train 100 perticipants in its long term 
I  programmes for this academic session 

The participants who were drawn from various private and 
public organisations will study for diplom a, advanced 
professional diploma and masters degree in transport and 
logistics according to the director general o f the Institute, Dr. 
Ibrahim Vandu-Chikolo, who was speaking at the Transport 
Day o f thejust concluded Kaduna International Tradu Fair, Dr. 
Vandu-Chikolo said the Institute has expanded its short term 
training programme from 32 to 48 in order to meet the growing 
demand and  provide more quality services to its c lien ts and  
s tu d e n ts . *

"A part from  o u r long and  sho rt term  p rogram m es, w e are 
po ised  to  run in -p lan t tra in ing  p rog ram m e fo r estab lishm en ts 
that cannot release their s ta ff  to  train  outside the ir organisation. 
O ur cy b er lib rary  has been  co jnp le ted  and  se t fo r open ing  
once  com m issioned , it w ill ass is t both  s ta f f  and  studen t in  
access in g  cu rren t m ateria ls  and  in fo rm ation  fo r research  and 
education  as  it w ill be n e tw orked  w ith  o th er d ig ita l libraries 
ac ro ss the g lobe ,” he said.

He said the institute has been working with-University o f 
Pretoria South Africa on its masters programme and Transport 
Research Laboratory o f UK for the actual isationof its transport 
ecology centre.

“The contract for the transport technology centre has been 
awarded and it is due for completion in two years. When 
completed, the centre which will be equipped with state o f the 
art technology will enable us to siipulate good practice in j 
transport and logistic operations and to facilitate teaching and 
research,” he said. »

Dr. Vandu-Chikolo said though the Institute has the 
wherewithal to do better but has been constrained financially 
while the transport opera to r not quite aware o f its existence 
or the need to train and consult for expert advice. He however 
added that they would continue to work harder in order to 
attain the goal o f being a university o f transport
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MARIGA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

On behalf of Mariga 
Local Government,

1 congratulate 
His Excellency, 

Governor of Niger State, 
Engr. Abdulkhadir A. Kure, FNSE 

as he clocks 50 today.
We wish him many more 

prosperous years 
the service of this 

nation.

S igned:

Engr. Abdulkhadir A. Kure, f n s e
Executive Governor, Niger State

Happy Birthday
Signed:

A lh a g p  M o l t* #  B o fca
Chairman. MariQ® Local

Alhaji Moh*d Gulbfn Boka 
Chairman, Mariga LGC
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MASHEGU LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

Mashegu Local Government 
Chairman and members felicitate with 
His Excellency,
Governor Abdulkhadir A. Kure, FNSE on 
his 50th Birthday Anniversary.
Keep on with the good work and 
do not rest on your oars.
May AOah continue to bless you.

H a p p y  B ir th d a y
\
\
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NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITY
PUBLIC NO TIC E N O : 3588

TO TAKE OVER 
NPA TERMINALS FROM MARCH 1ST 2006

l p § s

W ith  the  successful com pletion  o f negotiations on  the  severance 
benefits o f th e  staff o f N igerian Ports A uthority , all Stakeholders 
and Port Users are hereby  notified  th a t effective M arch 1st 2006, 
Private T erm inal O perators th a t w on  the  bids w ill start taking 
over th e ir  respective Term inals o f O perations.

T hey w ill be responsible for all the  Plants and E quipm ent in  th e ir  
term inals including spare parts m anagem ent and the m ain tenance 
of quay aprons, stacking areas, sheds, lighting, roads and sidings 
in  th e ir various term inals.

C o n tra c to rs  h a n d lin g  o n -g o in g  p ro je c ts  in  th e  c o n ce ss io n e d  
te rm in a ls  a re  h e re b y  ad v ised  to  e n su re  a sp eed y  c o m p le tio n  
o f  su ch  p ro je c ts  a n d  h a n d  o v e r  re le v a n t d o c u m e n ts  to  th e  
E x ecu tiv e  D ire c to r  o f  e i th e r  th e  W e s te rn  o r  E a s te rn  P o rts , as

r  *

th e  case m ay  be .

This also serves to  inform  our num erous P ort Users and th e  G en­
eral Public th a t as from  M arch 1st 2006, N igerian Ports A u tho rity  
w ill progressively disengage from  T erm inal O perations functions.

T hank  you.
Public Affairs Department 
NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITY

y :
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SULEJA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

On behalf of the people of 
Suleja Local Government Area of Miger State, 

I, the Council Chairman rejoice with
Governor Abdnikhadir A. Kure, FNSE 

on his 50th Birthday Anniversary.
More greese to your elbow.

Happy Birthday to yon and more Meeting from
ALLAH (SWT)..

Happy Birthday

§ £ $ 0 6 &

’ ¥  *  f  f  f  y  f  f  *  # . #  ? , t  f  f. ▼



NIGERIAN ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PUBLIC NOTICE

OF

REGULATIONS ON LICENCE AND OPERATING FEES
In exercise o f  the pow ers conferred under Section %  (2) (h ) o f  the Electric Pow er Sector Reform  A ct, the Nigerian E lectricity 
Regulatory Com m ission has approved the follow ing R egu la tions  on L icence a n d  O p e ra tin g  Fees.

< 7  BY O R D E R  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N

Dr. R ansom e E . O w an 
C h a irm a n /C E O

REGULATION NO: NERC -  R - 0206

N IG E R IA N  E L E C T R IC IT Y  R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M IS S IO N

L IC E N C E  AND O P E R A T IN G  F E E S  R E G U L A T IO N

In exercise o f  tjie powers conferred under Section 96(2) (h) o f  the Electric Pow er Sector Reform  A ct, 2005 (A ct no. 6 o f 2005), 
the N igerian E lectricity Regulatory C om m ission hereby m akes the follow ing R egulations for L icence and O perating Fees.

2

/ I V -

(2)

(3)

(a)

Short T itle and Comm encement. 
D efin itions and Interpretation.

A pplication Fees.
L icence Fees.
A m endm ent and Renewal Fees.

A nnual O perating Fees.

A rra n g e m e n t o f  C lauses

C H A P T E R  1 
G E N E R A L

C H A P T E R  II 
L IC E N C E  FEES

C H A P T E R  III 
O P E R A T IN G  FE E S

C H A P T E R  IV 
M ISC E L L A N E O U S

Amendment
Inherent Pow ers o f  the Com m ission.

C H A P T E R  I 

G E N E R A L

S h o rt T itle  a n d  C o m m encem en t

(1) These Regulations may be cited as the N igerian  E lectricity  R egu la to ry  C om m ission  (L icence an d  O p era tin g  
Fees) R egu la tions, 2006.

(2) These R egulations shall com e into force on the date determ ined by the Com m ission.

(3) These R egulations shall be signed by the C hairm an who shall also cause the seal o f  the C om m ission to be 
affixed thereon.

D efin itions and  In te rp re ta t io n :

In these Regulations, unless the context o therw ise requires:

“A ct” m eans the Electric Pow er Sector Reform  Act, 2005.

“C om m ission” rrifeans the N igerian E lectricity R egulatory Com m ission.

‘‘A pplicant” m eans a person w ho has applied to  the C om m ission for a licence.

“Fees” m eans fees m entioned in the Schedule.

“ Licensee” mean the holder o f  a licence issued by theT om m ission . 
v

“Person” includes an individual, com pany, partnership, or any association o f  individuals w hether incorporated 
or not.

“R egulations” mean the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory C om m ission (L icence and Operating Fees) Regulations,

“ Schedule” refers to the “ Schedule o f  L icences. V alidity Period. Fees & O ther C harges” annexed to these 
R egulations.

W ords and expressions used-and not defined in the R egulations but defined in the Act shall have the m eanings 
assigned to them in the Act.

In the interpretation o f  these R egulations, unless the context otherw ise requires:

W o rd s  im p o rtin g  any  one  g en d e r inc ludes th e  o th e r  g en d e r  an d  the  s in g u la r  inc ludes  the  p lu ra l and  vice 
versa.

(b) References herein to the “Regulation” shall be construed as a reference to these Regulations as am ended 
o r m odified bv the C om m ission from tim e to tim e in accordance w ith the applicable laws in force.

(c) The headings are  inserted for convenience and m ay not be taken into account for the purpos& of interpretation 
o f  these R egulations.

(d) R eferences to statutes, regulations o r guidelines shall be construed as including all provisions consolidating, 
am ending o r replacing such statutes, regulations o r guidelines, as the case may be.

C H A P T E R  II

L IC E N C E  FE E S

3 A p p lica tio n  Fees

(1)E very  application for a licence m ade to  the Com m ission shall be accom panied by the A pplication
Fees as specified in the Schedule.

(2) The Fees payable under these R egulations shall be paid by means o f  bank d raft o r cheque draw n in
favour o f  the ‘Nigerian Electricity R egulatory C om m ission .

(3) All Fees received by the Com m ission under these R egulations shall be acknow ledged by the issuance
o f  the C om m ission’s official receipt.

(4) The A pplication fee paid under these R egulations shall be non-refundable.

4  Fees P ay ab le  on G ra n t  o f  Licence

(1) Upon approval by the C om m ission o f  an application for a licence, the Com m ission shall inform  the applicant o f
such approval and be inform ed o f  the licence fee required to be paid by the applicant for the grant o f  a licence.

(2) The licence fee to be paid shall be as specified in the Schedule.

(3) W here the L icence fee is not paid w ithin the tim e specified in the term s and conditions o f  the Licence, a surcharge
will be payable on the am ount due at the rate o f  1% per w eek up to  a m axim um  period o f  12 (tw elve) weeks after 
which period the grant o f  a licence shall lapse.

5 A m en d m en t / R enew al Fees

(1) Every application for the A m endm ent or Renew al o f  an existing L icence by a licensee shall be accom panied by
the A m endm ent/Renew al Fee as specified in the Schedule.

(2) The A m endm ent/Renew al Fee shall be non-refundable.

C H A P T E R  H I 

O P E R A T IN G  F E E S

6

(1) L icensees shall pay  A nnual O perating Fees.

(2) The A nnual O perating Fee payable shall be charged in accordance w ith the rates specified in the Schedule.

(3) W here the O perating Fee is not paid w ithin the tim e specified in the term s and conditions o f  the licence, surcharge 
shall be payable on the am ount due at the rate o f  1% per w eek up to a m axim um  period o f  12 (tw elve) w eeks after 
w hich period the Com m ission shall apply appropriate penalties in accordance w ith the term s and conditions o f  
the licence.

C H A P T E R  IV 

M ISC E L L A N E O U S S*
7 A m endm en t

(1) The Com m ission may from  tim e to  tim e am end o r repeal the provisions o f  these Regulations.

(2) The Comm ission may from tim e to  time, by Order, add, am end, alter or vary the am ounts o f  Fees payable as provided 
in Schedule.

8 In h e re n t P ow ers o f  th e  C om m ission

(1) N othing in these R egulations shall be deem ed to lim it o r otherw ise affec t the pow er o f  the Com m ission to make 
such orders as may be in the public interest.

(2) N othing  in these Regulations shall bar the C om m ission from  adopting in conform ity with provisions o f  the Act, 
a procedure w hich is a t variance w ith any o f  the provisions o f  these Regulations, i f  the C om m ission, in view  o f  
the special circum stances o f  a  m atter o r a  class o f  m atters and for reasons to be recorded in w riting, deem s it ju s t

-■» or expedient for deciding such m atter or class o f  matters.

T H E  C O M M O N  SEA L O F 
N IG E R IA N  E L E C T R IC IT Y  R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M IS S IO N  
w as affixed  p u rs u a n t to  the  O R D E R  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N  

on 14th F e b ru a rv , 2006.

DR. R A N SO M E  OW AN 
C H A IR M A N /C E O



S/N Licence C ategory Validity Period (Years) A pplication Fees Licence Fees Licence Am endm ent A pplication Fees Annual O perating Levies |
1. Generation*: 10

a. Above 1MW -  10MW *N 50,000.00 US$ 2,500.00 N " 50,000.00 1.5% of Licensee’s Charges/kWh I
b. Above 10MW -  100MW N 100,000.00 US$ 25,000.00 N 100,000.00 “ I
c. Above 101 MW -  250MW N 200,000.00 US$ 50,000.00 N 200,000.00 » j
d. Above 2S1MW -  500MW N 300,000.00 US$ 75,000.00 N 300,000.00 .1
e. Above 501 MW -  1000MW N 400,000.00 US$ 100,000.00 N 400,000.00 “ 1
f. Above 1000MW N 500.000.00 USS 200,000.00 N 500,000.00 “ 1

2 . Transmission** 10 N l. 000,000.00 USS 250,000.00 N l, 000.000.00 “
3. System Operations** 10 N l, 000,000.00 USS 250,000.00 N l, 000,000.00 -
4. Distribution 10 N l, 000,000.00 USS 50,000.00 N l, 000,000.00 “

r>* / ’ r n i s r

SCHEDULE OF LICENCES & FEES

A. G rid-C onnected O perations:

* Generation capacity is the nearest integral value.
** The Licence and fees for Transmission and System Operations apply to PHCN or its Successor Companies only. 

B. O ff-G rid O perations:

S/N G enerator C apacity(M W ) Validity Period (Years) Application Fees (N) Licence Fees($) L icence Am endm ent 
Application Fees ($)

Annual O perating Levies

1. Above 1 - 1 0 1 10,000.00 1,000.00 500.00 None
2 . 1 1 - 2 0 10.000.00 2,000.00 1,000.00
3. 21 -  30 10,000.00 2,500.00 1,250.00
4. 31 -4 0 10,000.00 3,000.00 1,500.00
5. 41 -  50 10,000.00 3,500.00 1,750.00
6 . 51 -  100 20,000.00 5,000.00 2,500.00
7. Above 100 50,000.00 6,000.00 3,000.00
8 . Distribution 10 100,000.00 10,000.00 5,000.00 1.5% of Tariff Charge/kWh

Initial Generator Licence is unit and location specific
Any material change in the generator unit or location shall require an amendment to the Licence 
A Distribution Licence is location specific 
Validity period cannot be pro-rated for less than a year 

' ♦Generator capacity is the nearest integral value

E lectrical In stalla tion /W iring :

S/N Licence C ategory Validity Ver\oA(Years) A pplication Fees Licence Fees Licence Am endm ent A pplication Fees Annual O perating  Levies
1. Category A (330/132kV) 5 N 100,000.00 N 5,000,000.00 N 100,000.00 N 500,000.00
2 . Category B (33/1 lkV) 5 N 50,000.00 N 500,000.00 N 50,000.00 N 50,000.00
3. Category C (450V) 5 N 2,000.00 N 10,000.00

PUBLIC NOTICE

APPLICATION FOR LICENCES
• * _
In exercise of the powers conferred under Sections 62 & 70 of the Electric Power 

Sector Reform Act (“the Act”), the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 

hereby notifies all existing and intending operators in the Electricity Sector that 

every operator* is required ander the Act to obtain a licence from the Commission 

in order to legally engage in any of the following businesses:

a. Electricity Generation;

b. Electricity Transmission; *

c. System Operation;

d. Electricity Distribution; and

e. Trading in Electricity;

Consequently, NOTICE is hereby given to all affected persons to immediately 

apply for licences from the Commission. Application forms may be obtained from 

the Commission’s office at the following address:

    ,

Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
No. 26 Mediterranean Street, Off Shehu Shagari Way, Imani Estate

Maitama, Abuja.

* O p e ra to rs  g en e ra tin g  e lec tric ity  n o t e x c eed in g  1 M eg aw att in  ag g reg a te  a t a  s ite  o r  an  u n d e rtak in g  fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  fo r 

e lec tric ity  w ith  a  c a p ac ity  n o t ex c eed in g  100 K ilo w a tts  in  ag g reg a te  In  a  s ite  a re  ex e m p t from  licen ce  req u irem en ts.

N o te : O n ly  P o w e r H o ld in g  C o m p a n y  o f  N ig e ria  Pic. (P H C N ) o r  its S u cce sso r C o m p a n ies  can  app ly  fo r  T ra n sm issio n , 

S ystem  O p era tio n s  and  T ra d in g  L icen ces  until fu rth e r n o tice .

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION ,
I

] a |  *,. r? 'v \ * 
i  K .  ^

’V" _  —

Dr. Ransome E. Owan 

Chairman/CEO

N E R C -N -296-02

NIGERIAN ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
(NERC)



► 3-Seater Cargo van
► 7-Seater Luxury Bus
► 9-Seater Luxury Bus
► 12-Seater Luxury Bus
► H-1 Ambulance

H Y U n D R I
Mum/* Ther* P*srYau

V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d
•  2 7 0 A  A  J O S E  A O E O G U N  S T R E E T

01-8520009, 01-8520012,
0 1 - 8 5 2 0 7 7 4 ,  0 1 - 8 9 2 0 7 7 5 .

01-4«1M «4
•  P L O T  1 t 1 « A ,  A O E O L A  O D E K U  S T R E E T  

O 1 -S S 2 0 O O 8 , 0 1 - 8 5 2 9 7 7 7 ,  0 1 - 2 7 0 1 8 7 7

•  A K IN  A D E S C M -A /1 8 0  K O F O  A B A Y O M f S T R E E T  
0 1 - 8 8 2 0 0 0 7 ,  0 1 - 8 5 2 0 0 1 2 .
0 1 - 8 S 2 9 4 4 4 .  0 8 0 3 4 7 9 9 9 8 9

HOTLINES; 08057767474, 01-8520012,04-8520006, 01-8520009
G b a g a d a :
PtOT 1 BLOCK B G8AGADA 1N0. EST. LAGOS 
0805459995*9, 01-8520204. 01-85220415,

; 01-8522661-2 . 08057767456

A buja:
0805 4099999, 
S803 4099999. 
0803 4677777.

P ort-H arcou rt:
3805 429899®,
0863 423SWS,

(4277777.

*  Fax: 01-4616278

Comex

SALES * F INANCE* SERVICE •  SPARES *  BODY SHOP
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of miners
encountered in digging out the 
victim o f such an accident. 
Threats are heightened by the 
fact that the miners violate min­
ing rules of ensuring safety, be­
cause site managers do not 
u Joally carry out routine super­
vision at such sites, to enforce 
the application o f the required 
safety measures.

Abubakar Nuhu, Gabriel 
Dogo and Tanimu Bako, said 
that miners are always sickened 
by deep uncertainty on any 
find. According to them, they 
dig deep down and scratch all 
sides o f  the holes, but there is 
never any guarantee that they 
can succeed in getting any 
piece o f  precious item later,

the view that since 
t, regardless of the 

to have bid fare- 
age, vowing never 
of precious stones 
their lives for the 

the mining site for 
under the care of 
Taziru Mohammed, 

akuri in Kaduna- 
his wife and chil­
ly if  he is able to 
ortune. Similarly, 
elor I  can only go

however hard they search for 
it. They also said that they are 
usually driven by a weakly 
founded hope o f  getting  
“something” as they scratch 
into the depths.

It appears that the miners 
are driven by fantasies of a life 
of affluence with eamings o f a 
find, which they may not secure 
as quickly and successfully as 
they hope. One o f the miners, 
who identified  h im se lf as 
Yahuza Ismaila, said that the 
mining business is about luck, 
that is why they are determined 
to continue mining until they 
are lucky to get one or two 
large precious stones, that 
could change their lives for the 
better. Dauda N agari and 
Hassan Musa are o f the view 
that since others have made it, 
they too can make it, regardless 
o f the length o f time or period.

The miners seem to have 
bid farewell to their homes and 
settled in the village, vowing 
never to return home until they 
hit the jackpot o f  precious 
stones or metals, which they 
believe could change their lives 
for the better. Infact, some of 
them have been at the mining 
site for months. Most of them 
left their families under the care 
o f their parents or relations. For 
instance, Naziru Mohammed, a 
father o f  three children, and 
resident o f Kakuri in Kaduna- 
South local government, said 
that he left his wife and chil­
dren at home, and will return to

T J

iL f :

Samples o f  the precious stones 

them, only if  he is able to get a 
precious stone that will fetch 
him a fortune. Similarly, Kamal 
Nuhu is of the view that “as a 
bachelor 1 can only go back 
home if we succeed in our busi­
ness.”

One of the prominent regis­
tered miners is Alhaji Tasi’u 
Hussaini Kubau. He has been 
in the mining business for 25 
years now, and is reputed to be 
well-known in Kaduna state. 
Alhaji Kubau is the Chairman 
of Kubau Investment Limited, 
and director o f Operations at

Lafia Mining. He is also a di­
rector o f  Adm inistration at 
Warri Mining Syndicate. His 
main sites of mining activity are 
Kaduna, Oyo, Kogi and Ibadan.

Alhaji Kubau is deeply con­
cerned with the slow pace of 
mining and its business in Ni­
geria, an industry which he 
claimed has the potential to 
address the problems of unem­
ployment in the country.

He said that the mining in­
dustry can absorb all the teem­
ing unemployed youths in the 
country, and enable them to be

useful to themselves and to the 
community as well. He there­
fore appealed to government to 
provide miners with state-of- 
the-art tools, to ease the min­
ing process at the sites spread 
all over the country. He also 
called on the government and 
wealthy individuals to invest 
heavily in the mining sector, be­
cause it has the potentials of 
not only being the most reliable 
revenue earner for the country, 
but providing employment to a 
large section o f  its population.

An estimated 500, 000 Ni­

gerians across the country, are 
said to be engaged in mining 
activities and businesses at the 
present. This means a signifi­
cant percentage of this number 
derive their livelihood from 
these activities, although solid 
minerals mining is still not fully 
developed and organised, as 
one o f the statutory revenue 
earners for the country.

For now, driven by fanta­
sies o f life after a “jackpot” 
these miners hazard all dangers, 
suffer every difficulty, and 
brave every tedious process, to 
burrow deep into the earth.

r  *’-'
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A miner searching fo r  the precious stones. Victori one o f  the miners, fetching water out o f  the hole



Daily Trust Monday,February 27, 20(16



Monday, February 27, 200<> IJttily Tt'U\t Page 37

GSMtariff: PTOs to takeover caD centres
T he P rivate

Telecommunications 
Operators, (PTOs) are 

again making a grand return 
to their hub, call centres, 

'w h ich  used  to be. T heir 
’unique selling point before 
the annual o f GSM Operators 
in August 2001, IT  World 
in v estig a tio n s have
revealed.

The regaining o f the call 
centres by the PTOs, IT  
World discovered, might not 
be unconnected  w ith the 
sudden increase in tariffs and

From Zakariyya 
Adaramola, Lagos

booster cards by the four 
GSM operators, forcing the 
business centres operators 
to dump their GSM lines for 
CDMAs or PTOs.

Presently, a call from a PTO 
line to another PTO line cost 
as low as N6 per minute while 
a call from a GSM network to 
another GSM network cost as 
m uch as N25 per m inute 
depending on the network.

According to a business 
cen tre  opera to r, M rs. 
Ruqayyat Aj isafe o f 12 Jezza 
Street, Egbeda Lagos, “doing 
call centre business w ith 
GSM lines is not profitable 
like before when the tariffs 
were still low.” >

She said most call centre 
operators use the PTOs lines 
because they charge very low 
tariffs.”

Another business centre 
operator, Jude Chika said 
“business is dull since the 
GSM operators decided to

jerk up their Bumpa Booster 
cards. “N one o f  these 
operators is in hurry to bring 
the tarrifs down soon, so we 
have to look for an another 
a lte rn a tiv e  w hich is the 
PTO’s.”

Chika, a business centre 
operator in Ogba called on 
the N igerian
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C om m issions (N C C ) to 
prevail on GSM Operators to 
reduce their tariffs.

But when contacted on the 
recent increase in Bumpa card

by all GSM operators, the 
E xternal C om m unication  
Manager o f  MTN Nigeria, 
Mr. Andrew Okeleke said “all 
operators have increased

tariffs on the super booster 
products and its equivalents 
in line w ith the business 
exigencies and the realities o f 
the operating environment.”

Nigerians lose 5m mobile phones annually over theft Survey
T he chief executive o f 

the S iliconsecured  
Limited, Mr. Benjamin 

Aauli said a non scientific 
! poll conducted by Kemson 
i Concepts Limited, SupeiCard 
| Limited'and Heirs Insurance 
Limited indicates that about 
88 percent o f  the over 20 
million GSM users in Nigeria 
has been a victim o f handset 
theft.

He said an estimate 40,000 
m obile phones are stolen 
monthly in Nigeria and resold 
in the same market.

A ccord ing  to the 
investigations, 40 percents 
o f the stolen phones was lost 
in robbery  in c id en t and 
about 5 percent resulted in a 
serious bod ily  in ju ry  or 
possible death.

He said  the data  was 
gathered from the requests 
made by public to GSM 
serv ice  p rov iders in the 
country to replace their SIM 
cards through welcome back.

A ccording to the ch ie f 
ex ecu tiv e  o f '  the IDS 
V entures, a US based 
in fo rm ation  techno logy  
services company, Mr Prince 
Uchendu said his company 
has developed a solution 
and p a rtn ered  w ith
Siliconsecured o f Nigeria to 
provide technology that will 
render Mobile phone useless 
when theft.

He said the system will 
comprise of the call center for 
pub lic  rep o rt o f  sto len  
handsets,the Siliconsecured 
D atab ase ,th e  GSM
operators interface module, 
the low enforcement alert 
module and the NSA monitor 
and tracking interface.

Mr Uchendu who brief 
newsmen in Abuja, recently* 
said the hosting 
platform,along with its call 
and data centers will be 
solely responsible for the 
collection o f theft reports, 
processing o f the reports

j By Hamisu Muhammad,
Assistant IT  Editor 

filtering operations data to 
the GSM operators and the 
low enforcem ent agencies 
th rough  send ing  such 
reports to NSA call centers.

He exp la ined  that the 
Siliconsecured operations 
once registered by the NCC 
and mandated by the NSA, 
will tie the operations o f all 
the GSM operations o f all the 
GSM operators on a very 
specific level.

A ccord ing  to him , i f  a 
user’s handset is stolen, the 
user would immediately call 
the siliconsecured call center 
telephone lines and the call 
center operators would need 
to g a th e r b iog raph ica l 
information from the caller 
inc lu d in g  the te lephone

number.
“as soon as the data is 

input into the Siliconsecured 
data engine, a routine is run 
to process the data for the 
handsets IMEI number, once 
the IMEI number is retrieved, 
all the GSM operators will be 
inform ed via the Internet 
P ro tocal in te rconnec tion  
interface, which they would 
use to restrict that IMEI form 
p lac in g  a GSM  call as 
d irec ted  by the NSA 
mandate”. ,

“Therefore that particular 
phone cannot be use any 
more by any other person, 
th is  w ill d iscou rage  the 
crim inal to stop stealing  
handsets from people once 
they realize stolen phones are 
no longer valuables”, he said.

The initiative w ilt be a

public private partnership 
betw een the office o f  the ; 
N ational Security A dviser j 
(N SA ), the N igerian  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Commission (NCC), Nigerian 
Police Force, Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC), National Planning 
C om m ission , N ational 
B ureau  o f  S ta tis tic s , 
L icensed  m obile  phone 
operators and the Supercard 
Limited.

Glo targets 8m ,
O. . f

subscribers by June
From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

Glomobile has said that its subscribers base would 
soar to eight million by the end o f June just/as the 
second national operator said its switching capacity 

would be ramped up to accommodate 12 million people in 
the same month.

Disclosing this to journalists in Lagos recently, Glomobile 
head of marketing, Mr. Chris Ehime said Glomobile had already 
hit five million subscribers base in less than three years of 
operation, “making it the fastest growing network in Africa.” 

He said Glomobile would “hit and even surpass the eight 
million subscribers base target by June.”

According to him, the company is vigorously interesting 
on its bases and switching capacity to ensure that there 
would be no network hitch on the network before and after 
the target date. - 

Currently, he said, Glomobile has switching capacity of 
about Id million people and is working to ramp it up to 
capacity o f 12 million people by June, adding “with this 
capacity there will not be any hitch in the network as more 
people join the network.”

His words: “We are happy to announce to you that 
Glomobile would hit the eight million subscribers base by 
June th is year: A lready, our capacity  can curren tly  
accommodate 10 million to ramp it up to accommodate about 
12 million in the continent o f Africa, Glomobile is doing 
every th ing  possib le  to  bring on to„the netw ork old 
subscribers. We are going to do this by improving on our 
network everyday.”
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Dutch police arrest 12 
Nigerians over Internet scam

O  in Amsterdam and the central barded by emails from Nige-

D
utch police said they 

j had arrested 12 Ni 
gerians in connec­

tion with an Internet scam in 
which emails were sent to 
Americans tricking them into 
investing in non-existent 
schemes.

The Nigerians were de­
tained on suspicion o f  com­
mitting fraud or involvement 
in fraud in the scheme, which 
earn them a total two million 
dollars (1.7 million euros).

They were arrested Tues­
day after raids on premises

c ity  o f  Z aandam , during  
which police seized 25,000 
euros in cash, computers and 
fake travel documents.

Most o f  the victims o f the 
scam were US citizens. Four 
o f the men detained were ar­
rested on the request o f US 
authorities, who cooperated 
in the investigation.

The gang has posted  
some 100,000 emails to poten­
tial victims, police said.

C om puter users across 
the world are regularly bom-

Nokia must be alert to 
acquisitions, says CEO
T he world’s top mobile 

phone maker Nokia 
I Oyj must keep an eye 

out for possible acquisitions,
] the co m p an y ’s incom ing  

Chief Executive Olli-Pekka 
! Kallasvuo was reported as 
I saying on Friday.

’ “Nokia has to consider ac­
quisitions and cooperation 

j scenarios pragmatically also 
j in the future,” Kallasvuo said 
! on the Web site o f Finnish 

busin ess  m agazine
j Talousclama.
! Earliefthis month, Nokia
j  completed its acquisition of 

US wireless messaging and e- 
; mail company Intellisync, and 
| said it had agreed to form a

CDMA mobile phone joint 
venture with Japan’s Sanyo 
Electric Company.

Kallasvuo, who is Nokia’s 
chief operating officer and 
will take over as CEO from 
Jorma Ollila on June 1, said 
the com pany’s M ultimedia 
and E n terp rise  So lu tions 
units were investing heavily 
in innovative products, “ In 
mobile phone operations we 
aim for leadership in every­
thing. If you aren’t the leader 
in each sector and segment, 
you will easily lose out. You 
cannot be strong in one area 
and just take part in another,” 
Kallasvuo said.

CNN, Multichoice to 
host journalist awards
C NN and Multichoice 

Africa are to host the 
‘A frican Journalist 

2006 A w ards’ in 
M ozam bique, Mr. Collins 
Khumalo, the general man­
ager o f Multichoice Nigeria 
has said, adding that the 
winners o f  the prestigious 
annual award, now in its 11lh 
year o f  honouring African 
jo u rn a lism , w ill be 
recognised at a gala cer­
em ony to be held at The 
Polana Hotel, Mozambique 
on 15 July 2006.

Speaking at a press con­
ference in Lagos last week, 
Mr. Khumalo said the awards 
show the com m itm ent by 
CNN and Multichoice Africa 
to developing journalism in 
Africa and growing this truly 
pan-African competition. He 
said: “It is very exciting to be 
partnering with CNN once 
again  to  ce leb ra te  and

by emails from Nige­
rian crooks seeking to trick 
them into handing over bank 
details or making advance 
paym ents on non-existent 
money-making schemes.

Experts say the so-called 
419 fraudsters named after the 
relevant section in Nigeria’s 
criminal code steal hundreds 
of millions o f dollars every 
year from unsuspecting tar­
gets.

M obile  netw ork  
equ ipm ent g ian t 
Ericsson has filed 

suit against m obile phone 
maker Samsung Electronics 
Co. Ltd alleging patent in­
fringement, Ericsson said on 
Friday.

“We have filed a lawsuit 
against Samsung for patent 
infringement in the US, UK, 
G erm any and the N ether­
lands,” said Ericsson spokes­
woman Ase Lindskog.

“ The reason is that we 
have had extensive negotia­
tions with Samsung over a re­
newal of licences because their 
agreement with us expired on 
December 31 last year,” she

Ericsson files suit against 
Samsung over patent

added. “They are using mo­
bile phone patents which no 
longer have licences.”

A spokesw om an  fo r 
Samsung in Seoul declined to 
comment.

Patent infringement and 
other legal battles can be 
quite common in the tech sec­
tor, where companies spend 
heavily on research and de­
velopment.

E ricsson  w as am ong 
companies which last year

complained to the Euro­
pean Union about Qualcomm 
Inc which they said was sti­
fling competition in the mo­
bile phone chip  m arket. 
Qualcomm later filed a GSM 
patent suit against Nokia 
Oyj

“This is an unfortunate 
action but we must protect our 
shareholders and investors 
as we have invested large 
amounts in research and de­
velopment over the years,” 
she said.

From Zakariyya Adaramola,
Lagos

recognise excellence in Afri­
can journalism. Holding the 
event in Mozambique this year 
will reflect the diversity of our 
business on the continent and 
our commitment to the devel­
opment and growth o f an open 
and free media in Africa.”

The competition accord­
ing to the multichoice GM 
comprises 15'categories, add­
ing that in the year there is a 
new Award, the Henry, J. Kai­
ser Family Foundation Award 
for HIV/AIDS Journalism. 
“This will recognise outstand­
ing reporting on HIV/AIDS in 
Africa and specifically the 
broad impact o f  the epidemic 
across different sectors o f so­
ciety, on individual, communi­
ties and nations, and the resil­
ience o f the African response 
to the epidem ic,” said Mr. 
Khumalo.
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K a n o
Dress code: BUK to sanction violators
In order to curb the men­

ace of indecency among 
students, Bayero Univer­

sity, Kano has taken the bull 
by the horn by announcing 
the decision to sanction any 
s tuden t that v io la ted  the 
newly introduced dress-code 
within the university’s envi­
ronment.

The Vice Chancellor of the 
I University, Professor Attahiru 

Jega, made the announcement 
during the official launch of 
.Students’ dress-code by the 
university management at the 

I new campus.
Prof. Attahiru Jega ex­

plained that both Islam and 
Christian religions admon­
ished for sanctity by way of 
proper dressing; therefore 
ssddents should as a matter 
o f  ob liga tion  respect the 
dress-code introduced, other­
wise theySneet the discipli­
nary action by the authorities.

, The vice chancellor, who 
also explained that "proper 
dressing is an important as­
pect of ones character”, how­
ever urged students to com­
ply with the new dress-code, 
which would serve as a de­
fense against any abuse or 
harassment.

Jega, while addressing 
hundreds o f the university’s 
students at the occasion, said 

; that "The university is hot 
' only a citadel for academic 

pursuit but also an avenue for 
moulding sound and moral 
character that is in conform­
ity with~Both religious and 
Cultural values.”___________

By Ahmed Abubakar,
s Correspondent (Kano)

Speaking also at the oc­
casion, Rev. Father Cannon 
S.K Akobe admonished stu­
dents to dress properly as en­
joined by both Q ur'an and 
the B ible, s tre ss in g  that 
proactive dressing could be 
injurious to one or offensive 
to others, which may lead to 
sexual harassment.

The R everend pointed 
out that “ It is not a good re­
flection o f oneself or society 
to dress indecently as the 
dress people wear explained 
what they are in the society.”

T he S tu d en ts’ U nion 
president o f  the university, 
Malam Abdulrashid Hamisu 
K ofar M ata, said the stu­
d e n ts ’ governm en ts had 
whole heartedly accepted the 
new dress-code. He said that, 
“after a careful scrutiny o f the 
new dress-code, we observed 
that it is in no way harmful to 
the pursuit o f  our academics 
and therefore endorsed it on 
behalf o f all the students.” 

H e ca lled  on his c o l­
leagues to oblige and dress 
according to the new code, 
which he said would portray 
a good image of the school to 
the outside society.

I he former Lagos State 
police commissioner, 
Alhaji Abubakar Tsav,

; has expressed dismay over 
i the series o f  neg lec t and 
j sufferings suffered by the 
i Nigeria Police, just as he ad- 
i vocated for the payment o f 
] N50, 000.00 as m inimum 
| monthly salary for a police 
| constable.

A lhaji Tsav, w ho pre- 
; sented a paper at the ongo- 
| ing nationwide public hearing 
! o f the Presidential Committee 
! on Police Reform  held in 

Kano, averred that the rank 
I and file o f the police were 
! subjected  to untold hard- 
| ships, which ranged from 
i non-payment o f allowances.

TSAV recommends 
N50, 000 salary for 

constablespolice
delay o f salary payment, and 
insufficient working facilities, 
among others.

The former police commis­
sioner argued that the meagre 
amount paid to the police as 
salary could not effectively 
shoulder their fam ilies’ re­
sponsibilities.

According to him, police 
are the bedrock for protecting 
lives and property o f the peo­
ple as well as ensure peace. 
However, he said the federal

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent (Kano)

PHCN explains epileptic power supply
T he Pow er H olding 

Company o f Nigeria 
Pic (PHCN), Kano 

distribution zone, has blamed 
the prevailing shortfall in the 

: supply o f  electricity in the 
zone that comprises Katsina 

I and Jigawa states on the re- 
| cent vanderlization of pipe- 
i lines supplying gas to the 
A fam , Egbin and Sapele 

i power stations by militants in 
| the restive Niger Delta region.

This was contained in a 
press statement made avail- 

| able to Kano Trust and signed 
by the principal manager, 
public affairs of the company, 
Malam Muktari Baffa Usman, 
of the Kano distribution zone.

It could be recalled that 
part o f Kano metropolis has 
been experiencing epileptic 
supply o f  electricity, which 
has affected business activi-

By Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent (Kano) [ 

ties o f  those that depend on 
power for day-to-day activi­
ties.

According to the state­
ment, coupled with other con­
straints, including the isola­
tion o f one unit by Okapi In­
dependent Power Producers, 
one o f the IPPS producing 
and selling electricity to the 
PHCN, as well as low water 
level at the hydro stations, 
were the causes of limitations 
o f power generation in the 
country.

The sta tem ent fu rther 
stated that as at early this 
w eek, genera tio n  had 
dropped by 850mw, making 
the PHCN to do more of load 
shedding o f the meagre elec­
tricity power generated na­
tionwide.

...students demonstrate over 
electricity, water shortage
” undreds o f  Bayero \ I She said, “ We areBayero 

University Student, 
.Kano, amidst anger 

and frustration demonstrated 
against water scarcity and in­
sufficient electricity that has 
bedevilled the students on 
the campus.

The angry  studen ts 
walked through the streets o f 
the old university campus, 
chanting slogans condemn­
ing the university authorities 

! for showing lack o f concern 
in tacklihg the age-long wa­
ter scarcity problem on the 
campus.

Kano Trust investigation 
revealed that tyres were set 
ablaze on the main entrance 
o f BUK gate while motorists 
plying the route were forced 
to divert their moves to alter­
native routes to avoid con­
frontations with the mob.

One o f the rioting stu­
dents Kenneth who said he

By Ahmed Abubakar.
Correspondent (Kano)

was a level 400 student in the 
Faculty o f  Law told Kano  
Trust that “We were forced to 
pay heavy school fees and 
yet the school could not pro­
vide us with electricity to read 
in the evening and at nights.” 

Kenneth also said, “The 
authorities have been show­
ing preferential treatment to 
post graduate, school where 
there is always light even 
when they are not around.” 

Another level three hun­
dred female student o f Bio­
logical Science Department 
who spoke on anonym ity 
said “the students had been 
swallowing every bitter pill 
given to us by the school 
without complain, but this 
time around, we will show 
them (the au thorities) the 
stuff we are made of.”

here to
study and the school authori­
ties are not ready to give us 
the necessary enabling envi­
ronment to do so. In the day, 
we wrestle with our lectures 
but during the night when 
one is supposed to be either 
reviewing his books or rest­
ing, one is confronted with 
searching for water.”

Kano Trust reliably gath­
ered that the students later 
marched to the dean, Stu­
dents Affairs in the BUK quar­
ters to express their grievance 
over the non chalant attitude 
o f the university authorities 
towards addressing the wa­
ter/electricity problems.

The dean in his response 
to the students assured them 
that necessary actions would 
be taken to provide the cam­
puses with electricity and 
water, as according to him 
water/electricity are very vi­
tal in the lives o f  serious 
minded students.

Consequently, load allo­
cation to Kano distribution 
zone has dropped sign ifi­
cantly, reflecting on the na­
tionwide situation.

Meanwhile, the manage­
ment o f PHCN. Kano distri­
bution zone, expresses its 
sympathy with the public and 
appreciation to her numerous 
customers for their patience 
and understanding expressed^

in their collective restraint in 
the prevailing difficult situa­
tion.

The Chief Operating Of­
ficer, Kano distribution zone, 
Alhaji Ishak Usman, has as­
sured the PH C N ’s valued 
customers o f improved serv­
ices as everything was being 
done by the management to 
bring the system back to nor­
malcy.

government failed to unveil 
viable m odalities for their 
general well-being.

Alhaji Tsav opined that 
the lingering corruption al­
leged to have pervaded the 
nation’s force would not be 
unconnected with negligence 
they were subjected to.

In h is rem arks, the 
Danmasanin  Kano, Alhaji 
Y usuf M aitam a Sule, ex ­
plained that the setting up of 
committee for the police re­
form was timely due to the 
problem s bedevilling  the 
force. .

He advised the federal 
government to consider the 
risk o f the police in determin­
ing their minimum salary.

He advocated  fo r the 
construction and renovation 
o f police barracks, provision 
of modem equipment, as well 
as revamping their welfare.

FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY YOL A

THIRD INAUGURAL LECTURE

Federal University of Technology, Yola hereby announces its Third Inaugural 
Lecture, which will take place on Thursday 2nd March, 2006.

CHAIRMAN: 

LECTURER: 

TOPIC: 

VENUE: 

TIME:

Prof. Abdullahi Y. Ribadu D VM (ABU) M.Sc. (ABU) 
Ph.D (Liverpool) MCVSN, MNIM  
VICE-CHANCELLOR

PROF. EBENEZERIBUKUN ARIFALO

PROTECTION OF FOREST BENEFITS AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT: CHALLENGES FOR THIS 
GENERATION.

Convocation Square

4.00pm

Members of the University Community, including staff and students and the 
general public is cordially invited.

Signed:
Mai. A. U. W/Chekke 

Registrar



E k o  T r u s t
Speaker wants reveiw of constitution in 2007
Speaker o f  the Lagos 

S ta te  H ouse o f  As 
sem bly , H on. 
Adeyemi Ikuforiji, has said 

that the Review o f  the 1999 
Constitution should be con­
ducted after the 2007 gen­

e r a l  elections.
Ikuforiji said this at the 

S outh-W est zonal public  
hearing on the review o f the 
constitu tion organised by 
the National Assembly in­
side the Chamber o f  Osun 
State House o f  Assembly, 
Osogbo.

The speaker explained 
that, while the House o f  A s­
sembly believed in the de­
mocratization o f the review 
o f the constitution, it would 
be illegal to extend the ten­
ure o f  the present public of­
fice-holders in the middle o f 
their terrif

It'is in view o f this that 
Hon. Ikuforiji insisted that, 
Section 137(b) which pro­
vides that “a person shall 
not be qualified for election 
to the office o f  the president 
if  he has been elected  to

Stories byy Olumide
j  Bajulaiye, Correspondent, j

i   , ,, l La8 ° s)__________ !
such office at any two pre­
vious elections,” should be 
retained.

Hon. Ikuforiji, who pre­
sented the position o f  the 
state at the event, also said 
Lagos State would be inter­
ested in the em ergence o f 
tw o tie rs  o f  governm ent, 
federal and State govern­
ments, on the legislative list, 
stating that local govern­
ments should be excluded 
from the list.

He stressed that there 
should also be two exclusive 
legislative lists in the con­
stitution, namely the federal 
and state executive legisla­
tive lists, including Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT).

In the recommendation, 
it was the belief o f  the peo­
ple o f  the state that the of­
fice o f  an Accountant-Gen­
eral o f  the federation account 
should be created to manage 
the federation account as a

separate and distinct office 
from that o f  the Accountant- 
General o f  the federal gov­
ernment.

The state also believed 
that the Independent N a­
tional Electoral Commission

(INEC) membership should 
be constituted by members 
representing each o f the reg­
istered political parties in the 
country, while the chairman 
and other principal officers 
o f  the electoral body should

be elected by the members 
o f  the commission. On the 
fate o f the Federal Character 
Commission, National Judi­
ciary Council and N igeria 
Police C ouncil should be 
deleted from Section 153 o f

the constitution. Also rec­
ommended to be deleted are 
sections 157 which refers to 
th e se  co m m iss io n  and 
162(7) concerning allocation, 
o f  revenue to the local gov­
ernments.

School fees trigger unrest at LASU
There was apprehen­

sio n  la s t w eek  
am ong Law gradu­
ates o f  the Lagos State Uni­

versity  (LA SU ), O jo that 
Law School attendance may 
elude them next month.

The university was shut 
indefinitely on Monday fol­
lowing students unrest trig­
gered by school fee incre­
ment.

A lthough the graduates 
have  o b ta in e d  th e  Law  
School forms, they could not 
submit them to the Dean o f 
Faculty o f  Law’s office be­
fore the school was closed 
down.

Those who have earlier 
o b ta in ed  the form s a fte r

LASG inaugurates NIREC
A s part o f measures 

to forestall the 
spread o f the on­
going religious riots in some 

parts o f the country to La­
gos, the state government 
Thursday inaugurated the 

j Lagos Chapter o f the Ni- 
! geria Inter-Religious Coun- 
| cil (NIREC).

The council, which is 
a being chaired by the state 

Commissioner for Home Af­
fa irs  and Culture, 
Babatunde Balogun, is to 
among other things work to 
further consolidate on the 

\ ex isting harm onious rela­
tionsh ip  betw een various 
re lig io u s  g ro u p s  in the  
state, especially Islam and 
Christianity. It consists o f 
representatives o f  all faiths.

Earlier at a meeting with 
religious leaders in thp state, 
the governor, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, condemned the cri­
ses that have engulfed parts 

I o f  the country in reaction to 
a cartoon in a Danish media, 
noting that it was uncalled 

| for. Tinubu described the 
J “offensive” cartoon as the 

handiwork o f the enemies.
He adm onished M os- 

| lems to realize that they have 
| enem ies around the world 
| who would want to continu- 
: ally portray Islam as a reli- 

•j gion o f  violence and reac­
tionary people. “These for­
eign political leaders have 
started losing popularity in 
their countries and are now 
using religion to cause trou­

ble in the world. The man 
who drew the cartoon may 
have been deliberately used 
to justify the belief that Is­
lam is a violent religion. But 
by ignoring them, victory 
will be that of Islam. Mos­
lems must learn to see things 
beyond the ordinary,” 
Tinubu said.

The governor called on 
Christian and Moslem lead­
ers in the state to ignore the 
riots in other parts o f Nigeria 
and continue to work to­
gether and co-exist as broth­
ers as sisters.

R e p re se n ta tiv e  o f  
Anthony Okogie o f  the La­
gos Catholic Arch. Diocese, 
John Aniagwu as well as the 
representative o f  the Angli­
can C o m m u n io n , E. B. 
D ahunsi, condem ned the 
k illin g s  and  p ra ise d  the 
proactive measure o f  the La­
gos government.

The Sarki Hausawa  o f  
Lagos, Kabiru Garuba, who 
also commended the initia­
tive o f  the state government, 
decried the destruction o f 
lives and p ro p e rtie s . He 
b lam ed  governo rs o f  a f ­
fected states for the poor 
m anner they have handled 
the crises, pointing out that 
if  sim ilar proactive measure 
had been taken, the crises 
could have been averted.

A communique issued at 
the end o f  the meeting and 
signed by represen tatives 
o f  both religions resolved 
that Lagos should remain a

beacon arid role model for 
peaceful co-existence  
among religions for the rest 
of the world to learn from.

In another development, 
the Conference o f Islamic 
Organizations (CIO) at a 
press conference held at Ni­
gerian Union o f Journalist 
house, Lagos State chapter, 
condemned the spate of un­
warranted killings in North­
ern Nigeria by those pro­
testing the blasphemous 
cartoon published against 
Prophet Muhammad in Den­
mark and the reprisal attack 
that followed it in eastern 
Nigeria.

It h o w ev er ca lled  on 
M uslim  faithful to sheath 
their swords in the interest 
o f  peace.

The rep re sen ta tiv e  o f  
the C IO , M allam  Shuaib 
A bdullah  who addressed  
the  co n fe ren ce , s tre ssed  
that there was no need to 
fight for Allah or his Prophet 
using arms and ammunition.

Shuaib, who stated that 
CIO is an organization o f 
v a rio u s Islam ic  a sso c ia ­
tions, central mosques, Is­
lamic schools, societies and 
body o f Ulamas across the 
co u n try , h o w ev e r, c o n ­
demned the actions o f  the 
po lice  o fficers w ho were 
drafted to monitor the pro- 
tes'ters in M aiduguri and 
Bauchi for opening teargas 
on them at the point where 
they were to deliver their let­
ter o f  protest.

paying the prescribed fees 
to  the facu lty  w ere m an­
dated  to subm it them  on 
Tuesday.

However, when they got 
to the university gate, they 
were denied entry into the 
campus.

Their repeat visit to the 
in stitu tio n  last T hursday  
yielded no resu lt as they 
were not allowed in by se­
curity men.

After staying at the gate 
for about four hours and no 
official o f  the university was 
on hand to collect the com ­
pleted forms from them, they 
were dispersed by the po­

lice.
T he s tu d e n ts ’ fea r 

stemmed from the fact that 
the last opportunity for Law 
School ad m ission  w hich 
should qualify them to be 
called to the bar may elude 
them.

“We are appealing to the 
u n iv e rs ity  a u th o rity  to 
please make arrangement for 
the submission o f our com ­
pleted Law School forms to 
enable us join our counter­
parts from other universities 
in March which is barely one 
week from now,” one o f  the 
students pleaded.

The LASU Law Faculty

has gained a reputation for 
breeding egg heads for the 
Law School w here  the'y 
have also won laurels.

Indeed, the Law Faculty 
products have also become 
its ambassadors in the Bar 
and  B ench  w h ere  they  
shine.

The bone o f  contentiop 
betw een the students and 
authority was the increment 
o f  fees  to N 6 5 ,0 0 0  and 
N55,000 for fresh intakes 
and re tu rn in g  s tu d e n ts . 
However, the fees have been 
s la sh ed  to N 2 5 ,0 0 0  and 
N 15,000.

THE SENATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

Committee on Science and Technology 
NATIONAL ASSE MBLY COMPLEX  

THREE-ARMS ZONE 
P. M .B 141, GARKI 
ABUJA, NIGERIA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDUM ON 
THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY BILL

Sequel to the advertisement of the Committee which appeared on page 43 of 
Daily Trust o f Friday, February 24, 2006, we wish to make the following 
clarifications:

The proposed Public Hearing is not in respect o f  a Bill fo r  an Act to 
establish a National Information Technology Development Agency 
(NITDA), but rather a one-day Public Hearing on the Information 
Technology Bill, sponsored by Senator Iya Abubakar, being a Bill fo r  
an Act to establish a legal framework fo r  Information Technology, the 
N ational Information Technology Commission and the National 
Information Technology Development Fund.

Every other Information contained in the said advert remain unchanged.

The general Public and concerned Stakeholders are invited to take note and 
kindly attend. v

Signed: 
Senator Saidu Mohammed Dansadau 

Committee Chairman
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NLC moves to correct G
t

gender imbalance
T he N igeria  labour 

Congress (NLC) has 
declared its readiness 

to corrcct the nation’s grow­
ing gender imbalance as part 
o f  its efforts to promote wo­
men’s participation in trade 
union ac tiv itie s  in the 
country.

General Secretary o f the 
NLC. Comrade John Odah 
made this kwon at a three-day 
workshop on “ Developing 
organised strategics for Mai­
nstreaming Gender in Trade 
Unions" organised in Abuja.

He said that the congress 
has put in place educational 
p rogram m es to sensitise  
trade unionists on the need 
to have more women in trade 
unions, especia lly  at the 
leadership level.

“The issue o f  m ainst­
reaming gender into the trade 
union ana the wider society 
had continue to be a problem 
because it has to do with

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter

country.
He said, however, that 

some trade unions are yet 
implement the gender equity 
policy m echanism  which 
includes reservation o f  at 
least 30 percent of leadership

position  at all levels for 
women.

He therefore called on 
leadership of trade unions in 
the country to support wo­
men, saying that " if  trade 
unions are able to integrate 
women fully, the trade union 
m ovem ent would em erge 
stronger.”

ovemor Chris Ngige 
of Anambra has set up 
a relief committee to 

resettle over 5,000 displaced 
persons cu rren tly  tak ing  
refuge at the Army Barracks 
in Onitsha.

The governor announced 
at the weekend in Onitsha* 
that a commission of enquiry 
would be set up by the gover­
nment to examine the causes 
of the recent crisis, and the 
extent of damage.

The com m ittee would 
make appropriate recommen­
dations to the government, 
he said during a visit to sym-

Don’t hike tariffs, TUC urges PHCN
Tihc Trade Union Cong­

ress o f Nigeria (TUC) 
has called on the Power 

Holding Company of Nigeria 
(PHCN) to halt its plan to hike 
electricity tariffs by over 60 
per cent.

Mr John Kolawole. the 
General Secretary of the TUC 
made the call in a statement 
issued in Lagos at the 
weekend.

“The Congress believes
powerrelation. Men who top -> ' s L '̂ 1}
cchclon o f most trade unions 19 mf>re burden ot
would not willingly relin- Nigerians who have already
quish  power to women,” he been pauperized  w ith
saj(j payment o f huge bills and

The NLC scribe said also taxes, Kolawole said in the 
that a gender equity policy ~ statement, 
and National women's Com- The TUC in the statement 
mission were established by w hich was copied to the
the congress to encourage i N ew s A gency o f  N igeria
more participation of women , (NAN) also called on the ted-
in trade union activities in the eral government to quickly

reject the proposed hike.
“The PHCN has not lived 

up to expectations despite 
the enorm ous resources 
pumped into the sector as the 
econom y is s till m ainly  
generator-diesel driven,” it 
added.

Kolawole explained that 
the reason adduced for the 
proposed increase in the price 
o f gas, payment o f License 
fees ofN210 million and 3 per 
cent of monthly billing to the 
Nigerian Electricity Regul­
a to ry  C om m ission  was 
untenable.

“ The TUC w ants the 
PHCN to justify  the huge 
sums of money that has been 
spent on re-furbishing and 
rehabilitating its installations 
for effective service delivery.

“ We be lieve  that the 
frequent hike in the tariffs

Anambra gets 
relief committee for 
displaced persons

was not the so lu tion  but 
effec tive  management of its 
resources.

"They should go back to 
the drawing board and put 
th e ir  house in o rder by 
curbing areas of waste, fight 
corruption and improve its 
customer services instead of 
passing additional burden on 
Nigerians,” he said.

Kolawole also spoke on 
the ongoing privatization of 
NITEL. urging the gover­
nment not to sell it for a 
peanut.

“A lot o f resources and 
manpower training has been 
put into it to bring it up to its 
present position. The TUC 
notes that at the moment 
NITEL’s physical asset is 
worth over N 100 billion and 
so if it has to be sold, it must 
get the right pricing," he said.

pathise with the displaced 
persons.

According to him, mem­
bers of the committee are the 
principal secretary to the 
governor, the special adviser 
on local governm ent and 
ch ieftaincy  m atters, state 
acco u n tan t-g en era l, the 
special adviser on security, 
and intelligence and mem­
bers of the state’s Emergency 
Management Agency.

Similarly, N gige assured 
the ac ting  C om ptro ller- 
General o f Prison, Mr Uche 
Kalu. who accompanied him 
on a visit to the O nitsha 
prison, that the state gove­
rnment would reconstruct the

damaged prison immediately.
He directed the comm­

issioner for w orks, C hief 
Emeka Ejikeme, to assess the 
dam age to the p riso n ’s 
adm inistrative blocks and 
report back to him.

The governor also 
assured eight inmates of the j  

prison who did not participate 
in the ja il break, that the 
governm ent w ould  grant 
them.pardon soon.

“For those eight people 
who never left the prison, 
th e ir  sen tences w ill be 
revisited and they will soojl 
get their freedom, because 
they have shown reformed 
behaviour.” he announced.

Sultan tasks Muslims on new moon
The Sultan o f Sokoto, 

A lhaji M uham m adu 
Maccido. has called on 

Muslims to start looking for 
the new moon of Safar from 
today, February 27, 2006.

The Sultan said  that 
M uslim s w ith usefu l 
information on sighting of 
the moon should report to 
their district or village head 
for onward communication to

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma.
Reporter \

the Sultanate C ouncil o f 
Sokoto.

The Sultan, who spoke 
th rough A lhaji B abuga 
Dange, said that Monday 
February 27,2006, represents 
29*h day o f Al-M uharram 
1427, hence the need to start 
looking for the new moon.

http://www.trustfundpensions.com
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

AREA 11, GARKI-ABUJA

r  NATIONAL COCOA DAY CELEBRATION
MALI.AM ADAMU BELLO, f c i b

(Dan Iyan A d am aw a)
H onourable M inister o f  A griculture and R ural D evelopm ent

And
C hairm an, N ational C ocoa D evelopm ent C om m ittee

(N C D C )

Cordially invites all Stakeholders in the Cocoa Industry and the
general public to the

2 nd NATIONAL C OCOA DAY EVENTS
(Theme: INCREASED LOCAL CONSUMPTION OF COCOA)

Which will hold at Calabar. Cross River State from 
March 9-10, 2UUO.

Date Event Venue Time
Thursday, 9th 
March 2006

Exhibition U.J Esuene 
Stadium. Calabar

9,00am-
6.00pm

Symposium
Channel View' 
Hotel. Calabar 3.00pm

Friday. 10* 
March, 2006

Exhibition/Presidential
Inspection

U.J.Esuene 
Stadium, Calabar

9 00am- 
6.00pm

Chief Host: Mr. Donald Duke, Executive 
Governor, Cross River State

Guests o f Honour: Executive Governors of the 
14 Cocoa Producing States.

Special Guest o f Honour: Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, GCFR 

President Federal Republic of Nigeria.

t e i i i

President Obasanjo receiving an award lor 
Ins contribution to the revival o f cocoa

industry in Nigeria at the 2 0 0 5 . Cocoa 
Rebirth and 1stNational Cocoa Day Event at 
Ibadan. With him are Agric. & Rural 
D evelopm ent M inister. M allam  A dam u 
Bello, and Erelu Olusola Obada, Deputy 
Governor o f Osun State and Chairman, Cocoa 
Day Organizing Committee.

INVITATION TO EXHIBITION ON COCOA

Producers o f Cocoa products and providers o f farm 
inputs, machinery, agro-chem icals, financial 
institutions, and other services are hereby invited 
to exhibit their products and services at the 2-Day 
Exhibition o f  Cocoa at the 2nd National Cocoa Day 
P ro g ram m e hol d i ng  at the U . J E s u e n e ,  
Stadium,Calabar, Cross River State from the 9th to 
10th March 2006.
Interested exhibitors are invited to contact:

Dr. Akinwale Ojo,
Cocoa Association of Nigeria (CAN),
Benin Ilesha Road,
Akure.
Tel: 080-34072237
Each Exhibitor is expected to pay the sum of  
N20, 000.00 at the venue.

SIGNED:
Aina Pepple, OON 

Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Abuja.
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AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY, ZARIA 
PRESSRELEASE

2005/2006 SESSION LONG VOCATION TERM COURSES

1,;Application forms are on sale for admission into the Following Long Vacation Term 
Courses leading to the award of the Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.), B.Sc. (ED) and Bachelor 
of Library and Information Science (B.L.LS.) degrees. The LVT Programme will run from Juljt, 
to October 2006.

The following programmes are available:< *
1. B.A Ed
2. B.A Ed
3. B.Sc Ed.
4. B.Sc.
5. B.Sc
6. B.Ed
7. B.ED
8. B.ED
9. B.ED
10. B.Ed
11. B.ED *•
12.B.ED
13. B.Sc. ED
14. B.ED
15. B.ED
16. B.B.ED
17. B.L.IS

English
Hausa
Physics, Biology, Chemistry and Geography 
Physical and Health Education 
Agricultural Education 
Guidance & Counselling 
Social Studies
Educational Administration & Planning 
Language Arts 
Creative Arts
Christian Religious Studies
Islamic Religious Studies
Integrated Science
Mathematics
Home Economics
Business Education
Library and Information Science

Some Postgraduate courses are also available:
Postgraduate Diploma in Education
Postgraduate Diploma in Counselling and Human Development

2. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Candidates must be NCE holders with a minimum of Merit “C” Credit, “B” or Distinction 
“A” in Education in their Main Teaching subject. All candidates must possess one or more 
of the Following qualifications:^

a. The school certificate with Credit in at least five subjects obtained at not 
more than two sittings.

b. The General Certificate of Education, ordinary level, with passes at Credit 
level in at least five subjects obtained at not more than two sittings.

c. The Teachers’ Grade II Certificate with Credit/Merit in it least five 
subjects obtained at not more than two sittings.
d. Please note that while the B.Ed. courses are tq last for five contact

sessions, BLIS will last for six LVT contact sessions for completion

3. SALES OF FORM
Qualified candidates should purchase forms from the Bank of the North (anv Branch  ̂and 
A. B. U. Community Bank. Main campus. Ahmadu Bello University. Samaru Zaria. Sales of 
forms commence 20th February, 2006 at Nl,350.00 only.

4. CLOSING DATE
Completed application forms must be returned to the bank of purchase not later than 2nd 
June, 2006. For further information* please contact Dean’s Office, Faculty of Education, 
A.B.U., Zaria.

>

Signed:
Faculty of Education.

TRUST CLASSIFIED
KOMADUGU-YOBE BASIN WETLANDS 

DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
The general public is hereby inform ed that the above nam ed organisation has 

^applied to  the,Corporate A ffairs C om m ission for registration under part ‘C ’ o f  the 
C om panies and  A llied M atters A ct, 1990.
T h e  T ru stees  a re :
1. Dr. A hm ed Ibrahim  Lawan 2. H ajiya Jum m ai Bappah
3. Alh. Goni A li S herif  4. A lh. U m aru H assan
5. Sarkin Ruw an W udil M oham m ed 6. Dr. U sm an M aiduguri

< A im s a nd  O b je c tiv es:
1. To develop infrastructure to address critical problem s in the w etlands.
2. To m anage and develop the infrastructure effectively to  sustain im provem ent in 
flooding and flow s o f  w ater in the wetlands.
3. To build  capacity  o f  w etlands com m unities.
4. To e s ta b lish  and  m ake re g u la r  use o f  a n e tw o rk  w ith  o th e r co n cern ed  
-organisation, including m edia, to support the activ ities ofX om adugu-Y obe Basin 
W etlands D evelopm ent Initiatives.
A ny objection to  the registration should be forw arded to  the Registrar - G eneral, 
Corporate A ffairs Com m ission, P lot 565, Ndola Square, W use Zone 5, P.M.B. 189, 
A buja, w ithin tw enty-eight (28) days o f  this publication.

S IG N E D :
S. S. M shellia & Co.

B arristers & Solicitors 
No. 8 A m urie O m anze Street 

G arki II, Abuja.

AHIL FOUNDATION
T he general public is hereby inform ed that the above nam ed O rganisation has 
applied to  the Corporate A ffairs Com m ission for registration under part ‘C* o f  the 
Com panies and A llied M atters A ct, 1990.
T h e  T ru s te e s  are :
1. A. A. M achika Esq., pnm. *
2. Sheikh M uham m ad Hadi Balarabe
3. A lh. Ibrahim  Liti
4. Alh. Lawal R ufa’i 
A im s a n d  O b jec tives :
1. B etterm ent o f  the society through education, inform ation technology, and 
modern m edicare system.
2. Prom otion o f  scholarship and intellectual developm ent.
3. G eneral w elfare o f  the com m unity as provided under the Islam ic system.
4. Integration o f  Islam ic and W estern System s o f  education
A ny objection to  the registration should be forw arded to the R egistrar - G eneral, 
Corporate A ffairs Com m ission, Plot 565, N dola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B. 189, 
A buja, w ithin tw enty-eight (28) days o f  this publication.

S IG N E D :
A. A. M ach ika  E sq ., pnm .
P p . A. A. M ach ik a  &  Co,

(A tto rn e y s  &  L egal C o n su lta n ts ) ,
No. 33 Y ahaya M a d a k i W ay, K a ts in a  

K ats in a  S ta te .

THE ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
BUCTHERS, LAGOS.

The general public is hereby inform ed that the above nam ed body has applied to  
the Corporate Affairs Com m ission for registration under part ‘C ’ o f  the Com panies 
and A llied M atters Act', 1990.
T h e  T ru stees  a re :
1. Alh. Sallau Jibrin  K ibiya -C hairm an
2. Alh. N asiri Y argaya . ^
3. Alh. Dodo G uru
4. Alh. Sale Idi G arko *
5. M all. Ism aila D an K aduna
6. M all. Ayuba U m ar - Secretary
7. Alh. Liti Zaria 
A im s an d  O b jec tives:
1. To prom ote peace, harm ony and unity am ong m em bers.
2. To build m em bers capacity in advancing the trade.
3. To create a forum of'interaction am ong members.
Any objection to the registration should be forw arded to  the Registrar - G eneral, 
Corporate Affairs Com m ission, Plot 565, N dola Square, W use Zone 5, P.M.B. 189, 
A buja^ w ithin tw enty-eight (28) days o f  this publication.

S IG N E D :
Secretary.

AL-IHSAN FOUNDATION
The general public is hereby inform ed that the above nam ed O rganisation has 
applied to the C orporate A ffairs C om m ission for registration under part ‘C ’ o f  the 
Com panies and A llied M atters A ct, 1990.
T h e  T ru s te e s a re;
1. A lh. Bala A bdullahi, M FR.
2. A lh. Ibrahim  Isa
3. Im am  S a’idu M usa
4. Justice M. D. A bubakar
5. Dr. M ai-W ada A bba
6. A lh. M uazu Isa
7. M allam  M ansur Sodangi 
A im s a n d  O b j e c tiv e s
1. G eneral w elfare o f  the com m unity as provided under the Islam ic System.
2. Integration o f  Islam ic and W estern System s o f  education.
3. Prom otion o f  Scholarship and In tellectual developm ent.
Any objection to  the registration should be forw arded to the Registrar - General, 
Corporate A ffairs Com m ission, Plot 565, N dola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B. 189, 
A buja, w ithin tw enty-eight (28) days o f  this publication.

S IG N E D :
A. A. M ach ik a  E sq ., pnm .
P p. A. A. M ach ik a  &  C o,

(A tto rn e y s  &  L egal C o n su lta n ts ) ,
U. B. A. B U IL D IN G  K A TSIN A  RO A D , FU N TU A ,

K ats in a  S ta te .

MISSING LETTER OF 
OFFER

I, Lam on B ako o f  H ouse 2 flat 3 G arki, A buja hereby 
declare  that m y le tter o f  o ffer fo r P lo t N o. AT/936 
B earing  M adaki G ajere  B w ari at action  A rea layout 
B w ari m easuring  about 660 sqm 2 is m issing. P lease 
contact 08046129503, 08059833256 o r B w ari A rea 
C ouncil fo r any  inform ation  relating  to  the said  p lo t 
as request for rep lacem ent is been  processed.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
T his is to  inform  the general public that the originaJ 
revenue receip t issued by  FC D A  w ith  No. 000652861 
and A cknow ledgm ent receip t in respect o f  paym ent 
for land processing fees, belonging to Ib rah im ilassan  
G usau  is declared  m issing. All effort m a d ^ to  trace 
the m issing  docum ent proved  abortive

Signed:
Ibrahim  H assan

CHANGE OF NAM ES
I, H A JJA  G A N A  W A L I, w ish  to be ca lled  M R S. H A JJA  C A N A  W A L I IB R A H IM . All
fo rm er docum en ts rem ain  valid . U nim aid  and  N Y SC  take  note.

I, form erly  know n as  A M IN A  LA W A L, now  w ish to  be ca lled  as M R S. A M IN A  E S T H E R  
M O N D A Y  E K E L E . A ll fo rm er do cu m en ts  rem ain  valid . Federal M in is try  o f  H ealth  and  
general public  to  note. *
Form erly  know n as S A N I U M A R  T O R O , now  w ish to  be know n as A H M A D  M U H A M M A D  
T O R O . All fo rm er docum en ts rem ain  valid . Toro Local G ovt. C ouncil and the general public 
to  note.

Form erly M IS S  C H R IS T IA N A  A SA B E  Y ISA  wish to be know n as M R S. C H R IS T IE  A SA B E 
A N Y E B E . F o rm er d o cu m e n ts  re m a in  v alid . P h arm ac is t c o u n c il o f  N ig e r ia  an d  g en e ra l 
public shou ld  p lease  note.

I. P R IS C IL L A  IF E O M A  O G U . now  w ish to  be addressed  as M R S. P R IS C IL L A  IFE O tylA  
A G O N T A . All docum en ts rem ain  valid . T he Presidency, N^EMA and pub lic  note.

1, form erly  know n as  M IS S  IY A B O  A R IF A Y O , now  w ish to  b e  know n as M R S . A D E Y E M I 
V IC T O R IA  IY A B O . AJ1 fo rm er docum en ts rem ain  valicL-National A ssem bly  A bu ja and the 
public  to  note.

I* form erly know n as M IS S  G L O R IA  C H IK A O D I E K E , now  w ish  to be know n as M R S. 
G L O R IA  C H IK A O D I U C H E -JO S E P H . A ll fo rm er d o c u m e n ts  rem ain valid . FCD A  and  the 
public to  note.
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k  A 1  1  i  A buja Enterprise Agen-Arts and culture can earn I -^ jL .n c h e d  by the Minister
of FCT, Malam Nasir el-Rufa’i,

forex for Nigeria -
/-I a n t  A l i i c a m i nresid en t O lusegun 

Obasanjo has said that 
art and culture was not 

only a means o f wealth crea­
tion and poverty reduction, 
but could earn foreign exch­
ange for the country.

The president was spea­
king to a delegation from the 
Ni^e Research Centre for Arts 
antf Culture, Abuja, at state 
House, Thursday.
« He told Mrs. Nike Okun- 

daye, M anaging D irector/ 
Chief Executive Officer o f the 
Centre that, “I share your ent­
husiasm, optimism, hope and

aspirations for art and culture 
in the country and I am glad 
that you have already taken 
the right steps to get your 
centre functioning.”

President Obasanjo said 
the idea o f  establishing a 
centre for art and culture in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
was good, though what you 
are trying to do.will require 
support from the basic tour­
ism infrastructure we already 
have.”

The president directed 
the minister o f culture and

Obasanjo
tourism to visit the centre and 
subm it a repo rt on his 
findings.

Earlier, Mrs. Nike Okun- 
daye briefed the president 
about the cen tre  and its 
activities, including plans to 
expand facilities and train 
students in art and culture. 
She also spoke about the tou­
rism potential o f the centre, 
as well as her current role in 
offering industrial attachment 
facilities to Nigerian univer­
sity students o f textile arts in 
her centre at Oshogbo, Osun 
State.

to boost business activities 
in the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT).

The minister also comm­
issioned the office of the age­
ncy and launched the maiden 
edition of its newsletter. He 
also inaugurated the board of 
the agency. Other activities, 
which took place at the event, 
included the showcasing of 
the agency’s service by its 
Chief executive, Alhaji Tunde 
Popoola. The first batch of 
beneficiaries o f  its m icro­
credit would also be issued 
their cheques subsequently. 
The Director-General of the 
Small and Medium Enterp­
rises Development Agency of 
Nigeria (SMEDAN) delivered

el-Rufa’I launches Abuja enterprise 
agency
a speech on the “Role o f  
SMEDAN in promoting small 
and medium enterprises in 
Nigeria.” The country coord­
inator o f the United Kingd­
om’s Department for Interna­
tional Development (DFID) 
also delivered goodwill mess­
ages.

Dignitaries at the progra­
mme included  m in isters, 
heads o f government parast- 
atals, donor agencies, heads 
o f international organizations 
and managing directors o f 
banks.

“Abuja Enterprise Age­
ncy is established by the Fed­
eral Capital Territory Admini­
stration (FCTA) and Small

and Medium enterprises Dev­
elopment Agency o f Nigeria 
(SMEDAN) with the support 
o f the state and local govern­
ment programme of the United 
K indom ’s Departm ent for 
International Development 
(DFID). Its mandate is to pro­
mote entrepreneurship and 
assist people who are already 
in business or are interested 
in setting up their own busi­
nesses in the Federal Capital 
Territory. Its vision is to be a 
major vehicle in championing 
the basic goals o f FCT Econ­
omic Empowerment Develop­
ment Strategy (FEEDS) in 
poverty reduction, employ­
ment generation, wealth crea­
tion and value re-orientation.” 
Alhaji Tunde Popoola expla-
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SEMINAR
DR. SILAS YISA, Director-General, National Broadcasting Commission (NBC),
cordially invites stakeholders in the electronic media (radio and television) to a seminar 

on "PREPARING FOR THE DIGITAL FUTURE IN  BROADCASTING”

ADDRESS AND OPENING 
BY

MR. FRANK NWEKE JNR., 
HON. MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

& NATIONAL ORIENTATION.

DATE: MONDAY 27TH & TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY, 2006.

TIME: 09.00AM-4.30PM DAILY

VENUE: OGUN/NASARAWA HALL
TRANSCORP HILTON HOTEL 

ABUJA.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT;
FRIDAY UKWELA 

09-3147527, 08033728400
OLUSEGUN JAMES 

09-2345022, 08027458535

SPACE DONATED B Y  
PINNACLE COM M UNICATIONS LIM ITED /BRO AD CAST  

COM M UNICATIONS D IVISIO N , H A R R IS CORPORATION , USA.

HARRIS 4  PINNACLE
*'i COMMUNICATIONS lIMie
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mer Consoiidofinq The Impact of Reforms 
Commerce, Inaustry and Agriculture.

Dotes 17th  februcsry * 26fb  F ebruary  2 0 0 6 *

Venue:
Kadufto in ternational Trade M* Investm ent Centre, 
K aduna - Z aria Road, K aduna.

Step into our stand and you'I! discover a world 
o f exciting services and gifts that are sure to thrill you

Bonus offer:
W in lots and lots of exciting prizes
through a lucky dip. \

m w m i

v  b o f t^ o f  C o ca-C o la  
W* w ith -every N 1 0 0 0
^  C oco -C o lq  bfam decl
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Inside Poll t
No northern senator will vote third term -  Senator Ndayako

A  s the  th ird  term  
/ I  battle drifts back to 

jL  .A. the National Assem­
bly this week, a form er sena­
tor . fr o m  N ig er sta te , 
U angana Ndayako takes a 
look at the issue and con­
cludes that the bid will be 
defeated on the floor o f  the 
n a tio n ’s apex leg is la tive  

| body.
Predicting that the pro­

ponents o f  th ird  term are 
about to experience a "sun- 

j s e t", the law maker from  the 
\ Bida aristocracy flayed  the 
ju s t concluded public hear­
ings h e ld  in s ix  venues  

\ across the country. Senator 
\ N dayako who was a t the 
Lafia  venue g ives an ap ­
praisal o f  what transpired. 
He spoke with Political Edi­
tor, Em m anual Bello.

E xcerp t
You were a t the N orth  

\ C entral Venue o f  the ju s t  
concluded public hearings, 
what is yo u r thought on the 
event?

The fact o f the matter is 
that the decision  reached 
during the public hearings is 
that Nigerians have unani­
mously rejected third term. If 

| anyone says this was not the 
| case, he is joking. This rejec- 
| tion is an indication that Ni­
gerians are averse to the is­
sue. Those talking about con­

s t i tu t io n a l  am endm ent 
| should realize that nobody is 
i spying that there are no ar- 
i eas needing changes in the 
docum ent, but there is no 
adequate time for that. You 
can’t rush it as this govern­
ment is trying to do.

I f  you were at any o f  the 
venue, you would have seen 
the heavy presence o f  the 
m ilitary. You have to find 
your way to get in there. You 
.r.Ciid sense the urgency and 
desperation on the part o'f the 
third termers. But there is no 
time, like I said, for such a re­
view. The government only 
wants to force its own agenda 
because o f its failure in the 
last seven years.

I was at the N asaraw a 
state, Lafia venue o f the hear­
ing. I’m from Niger state, but 
I went there as a free citizen 

| o f Nigeria to observe the pro­
ceeding. You should have 
seen the  g o v ern o r o f  
Nasarawa state, and his be­
havior was unbecoming o f his 
office. You need to see his 
com m itm ent to the whole 
event and he gave the impres­

sion o f  being an unserious 
person. He clearly gave him­
self away as part and parcel 
o f the third term agenda. I can 
say this o f  him because 1 
know him very much and if  
he knows what is ahead of 
him, he would not be doing 
this. I know him well enough 
and his background.

But that is not the issue. 
The most important thing is 
that even in Nasarawa state, 
there is a condemnation o f 
the third term. I challenge him 
to mention 20 people in sup­
port o f the matter from his 
own state. He is only has­
sling everyone with this third 
term issue.

And he has no good man­
ners in doing this. A Major 
General who was a governor 
for three different states was 
asked  to  shu t up by 
Abdullahi Adamu. This hap­
pened at the hearings in Lafia. 
We didn’t want trouble there, 
but the governor would have 
known what it means to ha­
rass a general like that. Chris 
Garuba was a governor in 
Benue, Kwara and Kano. All 
these states are bigger and 
more vibrant than the state 
Adamu Abdullahi claims he 
leads. This is a governor of 
q u es tio n ab le  m andate  in 
N asaraw a state and he is 
quo ted  to have said  tha t 
other governors who stayed 
away from the hearings have 
done d isse rv ice  to  th e ir  
people. How can he say thing 
like that? It is rather unfortu­
nate.

The go v ern o rs  w ho 
stayed away did so on prin­
ciples and decided that they 
should not be represented. 
Those who were there were 
on their own, not represent­
ing the governors. N iger, 
Benue and Plateau were all 
away frcffn the North-Central 
zone. They don’t believe in 
the third term  agenda. He 
who believe in it, think that 
the other governors are do­
ing a disservice. The Niger 
state deputy governor was in 
Lafia, but did he say any­
thing? He was there as an 
opinion leader.

The governor o f  N iger 
state said that the people are 
not interested in third term 
and are boycotting. We only 
went there as opinion lead­
ers. No citizen, no lawmaker 
believes in it. The only one 
in Niger state who believes 
in third term is probably Pro­

fessor Jerry Gana. Same thing 
for Plateau state. Did you see 
anyone from there?

meaning.
Forget about this road 

show o f a university and the

Senator Dangana Ndayako

Why do you think. Gov­
e rn o r A da m u  A b d u lla h i, 
like  yo u  po in ted  out, sup­
ports third term, when it is 
evident that the north-cen- 
tra l zone m ay no t benefit 
fro m  such a project?

I ’m also challenging the 
governor to show me what he 
has b en efited  in the  last 
seven years o f  dem ocracy 
from the federal government. 
W here is even one project 
embarked on by the federal 
government? Let him mention 
three key areas either in ap­
pointm ent or federal pres­
ence. There is no drinking 
w ater in L afia. No road, 
schools, or hospital. What 
does he want in the third term 
bid? Is he trying to cover up 
fo r a ll ev id en t lack  o f  
achievement?

Or may be he believes in 
the president?

Why won’t he believe in 
Obasanjo? They belong to 
the same group. I was dis­
cussing with one very seri­
ous minded person the other 
day, and he told me that the 
re la tio n sh ip  betw een  
O basan jo  and A b du llah i 
Adamu is the reason why the 
latter is pushing the agenda. 
He said that they all want to 
cover their non-performance. 
If you look at Nasarawa sate, 
you can not point to any 
ach iev em en t th a t m akes

caricature o f  convocation. 
Where is the money? They 
said it is up to three billion, 
where is the money? 78% of 
the students there are not 
even from Nasarawa state. 
The state has no money to 
run the university. Infact, no 
state in Nigeria can truly run 
a university and most o f  the 
money used in running them 
were meant for other things. 
Money meant for develop­
mental purposes, diverted. 
No state can sustain state 
universities.

B ut sir, you  are aware 
that when it comes to third  
term issue ,other governors 
apart fro m  the  Nasarawa  
sta te’s, like Governor Bukar 
Abba o f  Yobe, who said he 
supports third term on the . 
grounds that “the devil you  
know ...

(Cuts in). Oga, the devil 
you know? Well, it takes one 
devil to know another. Only 
d ev ils  know  each  other. 
These people have nothing 
to offer this country. They

have run this country in the 
last seven years and what 
have they achieved in their 
various states? That is why 
they  are runn ing  h e lte r- 
skelter arid the federal gov­
ernment has not given this 
nation a sense o f leadership. 
And in last eight months, the 
F.G has no th ing  but d is­
cussed the third term.

Abdullahi Adamu, I keep 
coming back to him because 
I was in Lafia, has collected 
90 billion naira from the fed­
eration account. N90b and 
nothing to show for it. Go 
over there and show the re­
sult o f 90 billion naira in the 
state. O f course, such a man 
w ants third term .But they 
would hot succeed.

When the matter goes to 
the National Assembly, no 
northern Senator, from Mantu 
down to Dalhatu Tafida will 
support it.

They would not because 
they are from a constituency, 
and they  are responsib le  
men.

MAJLISUL SHURA OF TIJJANIYYA KANO
Communique o f the annual Zikr conducted at the palace o f His Royal Highness, the Emir 
o f  Kano. By the consultative council o f Tariqa Tijjaniyya Kano. All praise is due to Allah 
the Lord o f all creations, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad 
the seal o f all prophets.
The consultative council o f Tariqa Tijjaniyya under the chairmanship o f  Khalifa Ishaq 
Rabi’u congratulates and rejoices with all Muslims on the occasion o f  Islamic New Year 
and prays that the New Year will be a blessing to all Muslims the world over.
As usual the council at the end o f this year’s Friday Zikr that took place at the Kano 
Em ir’s Palace under the leadership o f His Royal Highness, the Emir o f Kano, Alhaji Dr. 
Ado Bayero, urges all Muslims to note the following:

1. The importance o f  unity among M uslims and adherence to their faith as 
commanded by Allah (S.W.T.) in the Holy Q ur’an

2. The council urges Muslim preachers to avoid utterances that may cause disunity 
and discord among Muslims.

3. Muslims should endeavor to acquire Islamic Knowledge so as to practice their 
religion accordingly.

4. Muslims should respect one another, be tolerant and mutual understanding 
among themselves. ^

5. The council protested and condemned in strong terms, the Danish blasphemous 
attitude towards Islam and Prophet Muhammad, and urges all Muslims to boycolt 
all goods produces from Denmark and Norway.

6. The council urges Muslims to participate and be counted in the forth-coming 
census exercise in order to ascertain our large population and exercise our civil 
rights.

7. Muslims should ponder deeply over 2007 election so as to elect responsible 
persons that will serve public interest and respect our Islamic beliefs.

Finally, we express our special gratitude to His Excellency, the Executive Governor o f 
Kano State, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau for his unflinching support especially during the 
celebration o f  the Sheikh Ibrahim Inyas week and the annual Friday Zikr o f the years 2004 
and 2005.
We also express our profound gratitude to His Royal Highness, the Emir o f Kano, Alh. Dr. 
Ado Bayero, for his able leadership and fatherly support. May Allah reward him abundantly.

We wish all Muslims happy Islamic New Year. ^
May Allah grant us peace and prosperity.

*
Signed:

Barr. Habibu Dan Almajiri 
Secretary.
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BORNO STATE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
P.M.Bl 1452, SHEHU LAMINU WAY, MAIDUGURI

I ;• > \
1 ) ’ i

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR 
THE PROVISION OF ADVISORY SERVICES

The Federal Government o f Nigeria has received a credit from the
African Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost o f the Second
National Fadama Developm ent Project, part o f which’ proceeds

i t
has been on-lent on the Bom o State Government.

; ; t
The Bom o State Government has allocated a part o f the credit and
her own funds for implementing community level sub-projects and
activities in ten Local Government Areas o f Hawul. Bayo. Damboa.
Bama. Konduga, Jere. Ngala, Monguno, Mobar and Abadam. It is
intended that these funds will be applied to eligible paym ent under
contracts to be given out by the Fadama Community Associations
(FCAs). v

\  \ • 1 
i } i  I ■

2. It is expected that several Advisory Service Activities (AS As) at 
the community level will be implemented in Bomo State this year.

i * . *
i } « -

3. Selection o f  Advisory Service Providers (ASPs) will be done
J j j . •

by the respective communities on the basis o f  competitive bidding. 
To facilitate adequate competition by competent parties, the Bomo 
State Fadama Developm ent O ffice (SFD O ), overseeing the

5 »

implementation o f  the project, now invites sealed fetters o f  interest 
from eligible and competent private and public service providers; 
on the following activities:-

’«
1. Service providers for training, training materials and linkages.
2. Food crop production, commercial seed production.
3. Specialized Horticultural crops and fruit tree production, 

seedlings production.
4. Crop protection, Integrated Pest M anagement (IPM).
5. Livestock production, veterinary care, livestock feed

formulation.»
6. Fish production (aquaculture), fingerlings production and 

fish feed formulation.
7. Special production: wildlife domestication, beekeeping, 

cheese making etc.
8. Agro forestry production (Seedling production).
9. Soil and water conservation,
10. Irrigation, water management, water conveyance systems.
11. Input supply linkages/machinery/equipment
12. Credit supply linkages.

13.* Marketing (Marketing information/prices).
14. ’
15. *
16.
17.
18.
19.

2 0 .  

2 1 .

Business managem ent (record keeping & accounting).
I 1 »

Savings and credit supply linkages.
‘ • 1 1  1Nuttntional health. | J
Storage and processing, j

>
M anagement and leadership o f groups.
Service providers for rural infrastructure (e.g. Feeder Roads 
Culverts & Drilling).:
Enterprise Development. •
Others.

4. For inclusion in the list, letters o f interest, with the document
l ( f

providing evidence o f the suitability o f the film, person or agency

to be; listed for the assignment should be delivered to the office o f
j  i • » i  i j  I

the State Project Co-ordinator
1 v ; • I li ! I S

; > ; ! _ ) !
* j * i i i
(for the attention o f  the State Advisory Services Officer) two weeks 
from the date o f  this advertisement.

Registration and selection o f  a Service Provider w ill be in
! • , J . ,

accordance with the procedures set out in the ADB guidelines.
j :j !

. i * ,■ ■ :

Public agencies may obtain further information from the office o f  
the State Advisory Services Officer in the address below between 
hours o f  8.00am to 4.00pm Mondays to Fridays:

BORNO STATE FADAMA DEVELOPM ENT OFFICE, P.M.B. 
1452,

Bomo State Agricultural Development Programme,
Shehu Laminu Way,
M aiduguri, Bomo State.

Attention:

Abubakar S. Ibrahim Birma 

State Advisory Sendee Officer.

SIGNED:
SABO M OHAM M ED  

STATE PR O JEC T CO -O RDINATO R.
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j UNIVERSITY OF PORT HARCOURTCHOBA, NIGERIA
«

i t i l  .(•niwmmn Imnnnr ——  EAST WEST ROAD , !elephone 084-23QB090-9 CHOBA 5 Telegrams University ofPharcourt uf ■ i-ljj
Email: unipoi@pnca.tnkseive.com PORT HARCOURT

"4i X-& NIGERIA

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

UNIVERSITY OF PORT HARCOURTCHOBA, NIGERIA
Telephone G84230Q0903 f e g *  1R0*Telegrams .UniversityofPharcourt u| * u PMB 5323 
Emal: unport@phia.linksetvecom PORTHARCOURT

NIGERIA

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT
Applications are invited from  suitably qualified candidates 
for the post o f  Master 11 in the areas o f  English Language, 
M athem atics, Science and Computer Science in the 
U niversity Dem onstration Primary School (U D PS).

QUALIFICATIONS:
Candidates m ust p o sse ss :

1. A good honours degree in Primary Education or H N D  
w ith PCjD E plus N Y SC  Discharge /  Exem ption  
Certificate.

2. NC E plus 3 years teaching experience.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE:
These are as applicable in the Federal public Sendee ?Jid as 
appropriate in the N igerian U niversity system .

SA L A R Y  S C A L E : HATISS 7, Step 1 - 1 5

M ETHOD OF APPLICATION
Interested applicants are requested to forward 10 copies  
each o f  their application, w ith detailed, Curriculum Vitae, 
including nam es and addresses o f  three referees and 
photocopies o f  Certificates and relevant Credentials to:

The Registrar 
University o f Port Harcciurt 
P.M.B. 5323 
Port Harcourt.

i
The envelope should be marked “confidential and for the 
attention o f  the Registrar”. Candidates should also reauest 
their referees to forward references on their b eh a lf directly  
to the Registrar.

C L O S I N G  D A T E  F O R  S U B M I S S I O N  O F

f  VACANCY FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR OF ^  

t  REVENUE BUREAU J

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the 
post o f Director of Revenue Bureau, University o f Port I larcourt.

Q U A LIFIC A TIO N
1 Candidates must possess:

|  1. A good honour degree or HND in relevant fields such as 
Accounting or Finance and Banking plus possession of a 
professional Accounting qualification (ANAN, ACA,
ACC A or ACMA'u

i
J 2. Must have at least 14 years post-qualification cognate 

experience.
1 '

1 C O N D IT IO N S O F SERVICEi <
|  These are as applicable in the Federal Public Service and as 

- > . . .  ' j appropriate in the Nigerian University system.

1 SA LARY SCALE:

' HATISS 15. STEP 1 - 9 

1  M E T H O D  O F A PPLIC A TIO N
| * Interested applicants are requested to forward 10 copies each of 
1 , their application, with detailed, Curriculum Vitae, including 
| names and addresses o f three referees and photocopies of 
I Certificates and relevant Credentials to:

\
? The R egistrar  
1 LTniversity o f P ortH arcourt 
I  P.M .B. 5323
I  P o rtH a rco u rt

I The envelope should be marked “confidential and for the attention 
of the Registrar”. Candidates should also reauest their referees to

II forward references on their behalf directly to the Registrar.

C L O SIN G  DATE FO R  SU B M ISSIO N  O FA PPL lC A T IO N S:

Applications should -reach the Registrar not later than one month 
from the date o f publication.

SIGNED:
M essiah O nyige 

Registrar

APPLICATIONS:

Applications should reach the Registrar not later than six  
w eeks from  the date o f  publication.

SIGNED: *

Messiah Onyige 
Registrar

mailto:unipoi@pnca.tnkseive.com
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OFFICE OF THE ACCOUNTANT- 
GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FINANCE

ADVISOR TOR FOR GFMIS PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT RESIDENT

The Government o f the Federal Republic o f Nigssria (GFRN) obtained financing from the International 
Development Association (IDA) toward the cost o f Economic reform and Governance Project, and it 
intends to apply part o f  the proceeds toward the implementation of Government Financial Management 
Inform ation System (GFIM IS), involving acquisition o f  GFMIS hardware and software and their 
deployment to government ministries, departments and agencies. GFMIS is aimed at improving the 
acquisition, allocation, utilization, conservation and accountability for public financial resources through 
the use o f automated, integrated, effective, efficient and economic information systems.

In order to implement the GFMIS, the GFRN wishes to invite applications from eligible applicants for 
the position o f the GFMIS DEVELOPMENT RESIDENT ADVISOR. This position is for an initial 
contract period o f two years and will be located in Abuja, Nigeria. The deadline for submission of 
application is 18* April, 2006 at 16:00 hours.

T he spec if ic  term s o f  re ference are:
1. Provide advice and support to the Office o f the Accountant General and the GFMIS Project 

Team on GFMIS implementation.
2. Review and recommend improvements in the existing government financial management 

system:
(i) Review and advise on required changes in financial procedures within GFRN with

*. the objective « f  accelerating the processing o f transactions in line with current
international best practice.

(ii) Assess both the staff capacity to manage and the users’ ability to use the financial 
management information system which is to be implemented, and advise on requisite 
training.

(iii) Prepare an action plan for improving financial procedures and staff capacity. The 
action plan will include time frame and cost.

(iv) Recommend improved treasury and cash management systems and procedures in 
line with current international best practice.

(v) Advise and assist in the development o f appropriate Accounting Policies, bases and 
procedures and regulations for this process and other training material.

(vi) Review and advise on financial procedures within GFRN with the objective o f 
accelerating the processing of transactions in line with current international best 
practice.

3. Development o f  GFMIS implementation plan. ,
Together with the GFMIS Project Team, prepare an implementation plan for introducing GFMIS that 

can be adjusted to any emerging conditions as implementation begins. This detailed activities, time­
frame and cost.
4. Im plem entation Support.

(i) Review and finalize the overall GFMIS implementation strategy (including 
the rollout Implementation strategy and chart o f accounts)

(ii) Assess and specify any related managerial, human resources, legal or
technical requirements which the GFRN must address during and after

*\ implementation o f GFMIS
(iii) Provide advice and support in the process o f acquiring GFMIS hardware

and software in line with current best practices.
(iv) Assist in the supervision of GFMIS hardware and software Supplier in the 

implementation o f GFMIS.
(v) Advise and assist in development o f  appropriate legal and regulatory 

framework (financial procedures and regulations) required as a result o f 
implementing GFMIS.

(vi) Regularly provide briefing to and document outcomes of routine GFMIS 
project monitoring missions.

5. Plan and implement a knowledge transfer to the assigned staff in the OAGF on the tasks 
assigned to the consultant

6. Advice to the OAGF on how the GFMIS would be sustained after IDA Credit has closed, 
especially as it relates to funding o f GFMIS maintenance

7. Carry out any such other duties that were assigned to him by the Accountant General in line 
with the improvement o f  the financial management for the GFRN.

The A d v iso r  shou ld  have the fo l lo w in g  spec if ic  q u a l i f ica t io n s  and exper ience:
1) Be a graduate professional accountant specializing in public finance and accounting, with at 

least fifteen years post qualification experience of working in the field o f Public Sector Finance 
and Accounting.

2) Have substantial experience o f  information technology, and the design, implementation, 
management and operation of Government Accounting and Financial Management Systems in 
a Ministry o f Finance or Government o f a Developing Country.

3) Have considerable knowledge of government planning & budgeting systems as well as treasury 
management and their relationship with accounting and other financial systems in a developing

country environm ent. »
4) Have substantial experience in advising and assisting with the implementation of Government 

Financial Management Information Systems in a Developing Country
5) Would have been involved in the acquisition, implementation and transition management o f an 

v  Integrated Financial Management Information Systems
6) The applicant will also need to have excellent communication skills, both oral and written and 

should preferably have experience o f working in a developing country.
J

The consultant will work closely with Office o f the Accountant-General o f  the Federation and the 
GFMIS Project Team.

Time and Residence Requirem ent The contract is for an initial period o f 2 years. The consultant will 
be expected to reside in Abuja during the period of the contract.

S ig n e d :
C h ie f  A .O . O ni,  JP  

D irector  Treasury S erv ice ,
For: A cco u n ta n t-G en era l  o f  the Federation .

UNIVERSITY OF PORT HARCOURT
C H O B A ,  N I G E R I A

Telephone: 034-2303090-9 
Telegrams' U iiw ia t j of Pharcojrt 
Emal: uniportgpiee inksene.com

E A S T  W E S T  R O A D  
C H O B A  
P .M .B  532 3  

• P O R T H A R C O U R T ' 
N IG E R IA

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

|

s

\

VACAN CY FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR OF 
ACADEM IC PLANNING

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the 
post of Director of Academic Planning, University of Port 
Harcourt.

QUALIFICATION
Candidates must possess :

An honours degree from a recognized university, in the field of 
Educational Management and Planning / Business Administration / 
Mathematics / Accounting / Statistics / Economics / Computer 
Higher degrees inthe relevant areas will be an advantage.

SALARYSCALE
HATISS 15, STEP 1-9

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
These are as applicable in the Federal Public Service and as 
appropriate in the Nigerian University system.

METHOD OF APPLICATION
Interested applicants are requested to forward 10 copies each of their 
applications, with detailed curriculum vitae, including names and 
addresses of three referees and photocopies of certificates and 
relevant Credentials to:

The Registrar 
University of Port Harcourt 
P.M.B. 5323 
PortHarcourt.

The envelope should be marked '‘confidential and for the attention 
of the Registrar”. Candidates should also request their referees to 
forward references on their behalf directly to the Registrar.

CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS:
Applications should reach the Registrar not later than six weeks 
from the date of publication.

SIGNED: 
Messiah Onyige

Registrar

*
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VACANCIES FOR EXCEPTIONAL CANDIDATES j
I : . , , ; _ .. . .< • .

We are  a new Company th a t has been recently se t up |o  raise th e  standards in quality food production. Our Company'® affiliated with a major Global food 
company and is part Of a larger multinational Group of companies. A nsre opportunity exists to  join-and be part of 3 highly exceptional team , We are  seeking 
skilled individuals who have drive, ambition and th e  desire to give quality professional support service to  th e  Company's operations.

i .  BRAND MANAGER: BM/NUT !
The 3 o b : - ,
The suitable candidate wiii; j /
❖ Manage some dairy brands to achievf* suitable brand equity. 

Develop and implement appropriate marketing 'strategies.
❖ Formulate and implement strategic business plans.
❖ Set marketing plans;for the achievement of annual,sales budget,
❖ Identify market opportunities and develop appropriate products 
'❖ Manage, motivate and train subordinate marketing team.

PERSON S P E C IF IC A T IO N :
.The right candidate must:
> Possess a B.Sc degree in Social Sciences or related discipline from 

a reputable University. An MBA will be an added advantage.
> Have at. least 5 years'brand management experience in biue chip 

FMCG Company.
> Possess very good analytical and presentation skills.
> Possess excellent communication and outstanding leadership 

skills. :
> Be adept at advertising, promotion, distribution and marketing 

research,
■ £ Be organized, energetic and self-motivated, 

t > Be computer literate with good interpersonal skills.
> Be between 31 37 years of age.

2 CONSUMER MARKETING MANAGER: C M M /N U I

* X.h.g..lofe
The suitable candidate will: 
❖ Develop and implement appropriate marketing strategies

for the dairy and non-dairy'products,
❖ Set marketing plans for the achievement of the annua! 

sales budget.
❖ Identify market opportunities and develop appropriate 

products.
❖ Manage, motivate and train subordinate marketing team.

,\

The right candidate must; ,
> Possess a B.Sc degree in Social Sciences or related discipline from 

a reputable University.
> Have at least 5 years brand management experience in blue chip 

FMCG Company. -*
> Possess very good analytical and presentation skills.
> Be organized and self-motivated.
V Be computer literate with good interpersonal skills.
> Be between 31 -  3? years of age.

3 TRADE MARKETING MANAGER: TMM/NUT

The Job:
The suitable candidate will:
❖ Provide marketing»and logistics support to the trade.
*:• Monitor competitors' activities.
❖ Liaise with the sales team to determine the best route to the

market. ‘
❖ Co ordinate all below-the-iine promotional activity.

PERSON SPECIFICATION:
v The right candidate must:

> Possess a B.Sc degree in Social Sciences or related discipline from 
a reputable University.

> Have at least 5 years cognate experience in Marketing/ Sales or
Logistics. '

> Possess very good analytical and presentation skills.
y Possess excellent communication and outstanding leadership

■skills.
> Be organized, energetic and self-motivated.
> Be computer literate with good interpersonal skills.
> Be between 3 1 - 3 7  years of age.

4 . F IN A N C IA L ANALYST: F A /N U T

Ih e jo b :  ; j
The successful candidate will: ;
Provide financial report, analysis and project evaluation to meet the 
development needs of a fast growing manufacturing/sellihg 
organization. In addition the candidate will be responsible for 
capturing, analyzing, interpreting and reporting financial situation to 
the Managing Director and various heads of units. He will be 
responsible for forecasting, monitoring, and advising on key areas of 
the business.

ification of B.Sc.
PERSON SPECIFIC A T IO N ; j,
> The right candidate should possess a minimum qual 

Finance or Accounting from a reputable university.
> Must also possess professional qualification from ICAN /  ICMA. 
r  The suitable candidate must possess; at least 7 years post

qualification experience as an accountant /  financial analyst,
V Experience in manufacturing industry preferably in FMCG though not 

essential, wiii be an added advantage.
> Applicants should possess good working knowledge of MFC pro
a He must be self-motivated, Innovative and capable of working without 

supervision. ; •
> Must have the capability to communicate effectively with all levels of 

top management,
> Must be computer literate and weH grounded in PC based financial 

modeling/budgeting.
> Applicants should be between 31 ~ 37 years of age.

5. MAINTENANCE ENGINEER; M E/NUT

The Job:
The candidate wiii be in charge of all factory machine maintenance 
and equipment services. He will report to the Technical Manager and 
will be required to develop a planned maintenance system including 
formation of accurate Assets Life Plans, In addition the right 
candidate will develop a critical spares listing and devise a system for 
their procurement and storage

PERSON S PE C IF IC A T IO N :
Ideal candidate must
> Have a minimum qualification of B.Sc. Electrical/Electronic 

Engineering from a reputable university.
> Possess at least 5 years cognate experience in a manufacturing 

■ company,
> Possess good experience in operation, maintenance and management 

of PLC, HVAC, electrical power systems, steam, water, compressed 
air etc.

> Possess good communication and leadership skills, and must be 
computer literate, • ,

> Be male, prepared to work extra hours & be willing to do shift.
> Applicants should be between 28 - 30 years of age.

HOW TO APPLY *
Qualified applicants should for ward their applications and comprehensive 
C.Vs in the format specified below, stating the relevant reference number 
to:

The Recruitment Manager
P.M.B 21132 Ikeja -  Lagos* 

or
E-mail: recruitment@nutricima.com 

C.V. FORMAT:
Name (surname first), state of origin, date of birth, gender, 
schools attended with dates, qualifications /discipline with dates, 
class of degree, previous work experience with date(s), special 
attainment (if any), contact address (not P.O.Box), functional 
e-mail address & telephone numbers.

This advert doses  tw o  (2 )  weeks a fte r  pub lica tion . Only sh o rt fis ted  candidates w ill be contacted.

mailto:recruitment@nutricima.com
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Wigan Athletic’s Leighton Baines, left, challenges Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney for the ball during their League Cup final match at the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff, yesterday. 
United won 2-0.

5or

uper E ag les coach , 
Augustine Eguavoen, 

_  1 hasoeen a given a vote 
o t confidence by football 
fans to lead the national team 
to the*2010 World Cup.

Though he won the last 
two parties o f the 2006 World 

:C lip /A frica  N ations Cup 
qualifiers after he took charge 
o f the Eagles from Christian 
Chukwu, Eguavoen was not 
able to qualify Nigeria for the 
Germany fiesta in June.

The former Eagles captain 
was also only able to fetch

Nigeria yet another bronze at 
the Africa Nations Cup in 
Egypt in February.

However, football fans 
have voted for Eguavoen to 
continue in the Eagles job for 
the next four years when the 
World Cup would be staged

Kanu seeks 
survival with WBA

in Africa.
In a poll conducted by 

Nigeriansportsonline.com, 80 
percent o f respondents were 
for the youthful former Gen­
eral Manager o f Insurance of 
B enin to lead N ig e r ia ’s 
charge for a first World Cup 
triumph in 2010.

Tne question, which was 
run on the home page o f 
N igeriansportsonline.com  
was: Six hundred and sixty 
eight visitors to the website 
answered iri the affirmative 
while just 147 said no. Twenty 

sht respondents sat on the

fence, voting that they could 
not. say if  Eguavoen should 
continue to coach the Eagles 
or not.

After less than six months 
on the job Eguavoen believes

he is building an Eagles team 
for the future and nad told 
N igeriansportsonline.com  
that his target was to make 
the semi finals o f the 2010 
World Cup in South Africa.

M inister o f  Sports and 
Social D evelopm ent, Dr.

Saidu Sam bawa also told 
N igeriansportsonline.com  
that the future o f  Eguavoen 
as Eagles coach can only be 
determined by the Nigeria 
Football Association, NFA, 
after the current crisis in the 
football body is resolved.

STRANDED SUPPORTERS

First batch arrive home
triker Nwarrkwo Kanu 

, has said he is detcrm- 
1 ined to help West Brom 

avoid  the drflp from  the 
English Premiership.

“I haven’t set m yself any 
goal targets but I ’m aiming

j
we arc in a better position 
than we were 1-2 months ago.

"I hope to take out my 
d isap p o in tm en t fat not 
winning the Nations Cup] in 
the Premiership but the most 
im portan t th ing  is that I 
contribute and so do the other 
players.”

Kanu left his side to play 
for Nigeria at the Nations '• 
Cup. where they won the 

TOiM  %  \V t \ \ M  
successive time.

“We were disappointed 
to fin ish  th ird  and the 
Nigerian fans were also not

iufppv Decause the\ wanted
to win the competition.

"But it's gone now. 1 am 
refreshed after being given a 
break with my family bv the 
manager and I want to play 
my part in helping West Brom

table.”
A lthough  K anu has 

recovered from a head injury, 
he has been warned he will 
be scarred should if reoceur 
and lead to further surgery.

"When I went to the Nati­
ons Cup. I had to wait a month 
before I was fully involved.

“I trained but had to be 
careful with my head. 1 was- 
on the bench atrd only 
SV2Ste&\\\eY&S>\ g i m .

‘‘I've been told I will have 
a scar if  anything happens 
again. But everything is fine 
now.”

tie first batch (6 0 5 mem­
bers of the 170 stranded 
Nigeria Football Supp- 

o r te rs .C lu b  on S aturday  
returned home, i 4 days after 
the African Cup o f  Nations 
ended in Cairo. Egyyt.

They were in Egypt to 
support’ the National team, 
the Super Eagles, which w on 
a bronze medal at the bi- 
ennual soccer fiesta.

The a irp o rt c o rre sp ­
ondent o f the News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
the su p p o rte rs  re tu rn ed  
aboard the Ethiopean Airline 
that touched down at 12 noon 
at the Murtala Mohammed 
Airport Ikeja.

The supporters claimed 
that the Nigerian Embassy in 
Egypt paid for their return to 
the country.

According to them, anot­
her batch would arrive in the 
country on Sunday on any 
airline they manage to secure

seats.
Beaming with smiles as 

they came out o f the arrival 
hall o f  the airport, the' were 
immediately sandwiched by 
scores o f  friends, relatives 
and protocol staff.

The returnees were amo­
ng the supporters stranded 
in the Egypt!;
v\ ing-a failed arrangement by 
Bell view Airlines to fly them

homeras part o f the contra­
ctual arrangement with the 
airline.

However, the airline's pu­
blic relations officer, Moham­
med Habib claimed in an inte­
rview with NAN that Bellview 
did not honour the agree­
ment because the supporters 
failed to complete payment to 
enable them  despatch  an 
aircraft to ferry them back.

RESULTS
S E R I E  A

Juventus 3, Lecce 1
Palermo 0, Milan ^ 2
Siena 1, Sampdoria 0
Inter 3, Udmese 1
Ascoli 1, Messina 0
Cagliari ' 2, . . Chievo 2
Empoli 1, . Treviso 1
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Eriksson: I can’t wait to find new job
T “1 ngland manager Sven- chances to change Eriks-son's Eriksson has an agree-ment prize. Cup..ngland manager 

Goran Eriksson insi-sted 
he cannot hang around 

! until after the World Cup to find 
[ himself a new job in time for next 
I season.
r -  The Swede, quitting as 
England boss after the tourn­
ament ends in July after reach­
ing a deal with the Football 

j  Association (FA), is actively 
seeking a new challenge.

He was adamant he would 
be prepared work with an English 
club despite a storm of 

j  newspaper stories prying into 
| his private life that have dogged 
| his tenure as the England boss.

He also admitted he “cou­
ldn’t care less” who replaces him 
in the England hotseat.

Eriksson said: “If I want to 
■ have another football job from 
I August, 1 cannot leave it until the 
middle of July bec-ause by then 

jail the national teams and all 
j  c|ubs have a new manager.

“I’m without a job from 
August 1 so why should I rule 
anything out?

“I have had no offers. But 
it’s not important if I live in China 
or Sweden or -England. The most 
important thing is the team I 
have.

“It depends on whether it’s 
a club or a team with ambit-ions 
to win. Do they have right 
organisation and money to 
compete with the best?”

Eriksson revealed his 
intentions as he announced his 
sguad for Wednesday’s friendly 
with Uruguay at Liverpool’s 
Anfield stadium, one of three 
matches lined up before leaving 
for. the World Cup in Germany, 
which kicks off on June 9.

There were few surprises in 
the 23'man group, though 

j Manchester United defender Wes 
Brown was recalled, having not 
played for Engl-and since the 
pre-season tour to the United 
States.
, Players-missing out have few

mind before the Swede enters his 
final tournament at the England 
helm.

England face Sweden, 
Paraguay and Trinidad and 
Tobago in the competition and 
the Uruguay match gives 
Eriksson a chance to test his 
players against South Amer-ican 
opposition.

with the FA, allowing him to talk 
to potential empl-oyers about a 
new job, betw-een now and the 
end of the domestic season.

But, as soon as England’s 
World Cup preparations move 
up a gear in May, he has promised 
to put his job-hunting on hold 
and focus all his energies on 
trying to win football’s ultimate

Eriksson is looking for a new job

Eriksson said: “I’m loo-king 
forward to the World Cup very 
much. It is the bigg-est scene you 
can be on and we’re all dreaming 
about an extremely good World 
Cup.”

The Swede wants no role in 
choosing his successor in the 
England hotseat and his only 
advice to the new man will be to 
brace himself for life under the 
microscope.

Eriksson said: “It’s totally 
up to the FA. I couldn’t care less. 
The speculation means I’m not 
on the first page.

“If he wants to talk about 
the job and the press I will tell 
him a lot. My advice would be 
to win every game. That’s a good 
start.

“I’ve loved the job and I still 
love it and have always been 
very proud to have it. I’m sorry 
it will end.

“The job itself has not been 
harder than I expected but what 
I didn’t know about was the 
press who are not writing about 
football.

“The football writers are 
very good. They criticise very 
hard when we lose. It’s the same 
in Italy and Portugal and that’s 
fair as long as it’s foo-tball 
criticism.

“I didn’t know about the 
other, that you are obsessed with 
private things.

“I don’t think that’s a 
picture of the English people 
because the English people are 
very educated.

“Any manager from ano-ther 
country would find this very 
difficult to understand.

“It would not stop me 
managing in England again. I’m 
very stubborn and I don’t care 
very much about what people 
are writing about me.”

Stuart Pearce, Alan Curbi- 
shley and Sam Allardyce are the 
leading English conte-nders to 
replace Eriksson after the World

Northern Irishman Martin 
O’Neill and Dutchman Guus 
Hiddink also also mooted to be 
in the frame.

The FA board will discuss the 
matter at a meeting on Monday 
but three coaches identified to 
work closely with Eriksson when 
he arrived five years ago seem to 
have slip-ped out of contention.

Eriksson said: “I was as-ked 
to work with Steve McC-laren, 
Peter Taylor and Sam-my Lee

and the reason was because 
maybe one of them one day could 
take the job.

“I was very happy with that 
and said as long as I could have 
Tord Grip with me that was no 
problem.

“I don!i know if that will 
happen. I think it was a good idea 
to have three good yo-ung 
English coaches. They have 
many internationals bet-ween 
them now.”

I)taka hat-trick hands Lyon shock defeat
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M
'igerian  striker John 
Utaka scored a hat-

  , trick for Stade Rennes
to hand Olympique Lyon a 
shock 4-1 homp defeat on 
Saturday.

It was Ligue 1 leaders 
■ Lyon’s first defeat since they 
I bowed to Lille at home in their 
last game before the winter 
break in December and only 
their second of the season.

Second-placed Girondins 
;_3ordeaux failed to take a full 

advantage as they were held 
to a 3-3 draw on their home 
ground by bottom side Metz. 
Bordeaux are six points beh­
ind Lyon.

Visibly tired after their 1 -0 
success at PSV Eindhoven in 
the Champions League on 
Tuesday, Lyon lacked pace 
and inspiration from the start.

Utaka, who had already hit 
a hat-trick in the 4-1 thrashin 
of Racing Lens last week, he: 
ded home a comer by micjf 
elder Yohan Gourcuff in the 
19th minute.

Gourcuff made it 2-0 on 
the half hour when he beat 
French international goalk­
eeper Gregory Coupet after a 
swift counter-attack led by 
YoussoufHadji.

Lyon playmaker Juninho

Eulled a goal back for the 
osts from the penalty spot 

in the 37th but Utaka slotted

a powerful strike under the 
crossbar after the break.

The N igerian  put the 
issue beyond doubt with a 
72nd-minute volley to comp­
lete his hat-trick.

“ Rennes have had the 
whole week to prepare them­
selves for this match,” said 
Lyon coach 
G erard Hou- 
llier. “Too ma­
ny things did­
n ’t w ork out 
ton igh t. The 
guys looked a 
bit tired.

“It’s a def­
eat but I’d rat­
her suffer a go­
od beating like 
tonight’s than 
lose four times 
1-0,” Houllier 
said.

“We could 
hard ly  have 
expected such 
a match,” said Utaka
Coupet. “It’s the first time I 
have suffered such a blow 
with Lyon. Now, we mustn’t 
get too worried.”

B ordeaux could  have 
shortened Lyon’s lead to four 
points.

Instead, having conceded

only one goal in their prev­
ious nine league games, they 
needed Alejandro Alonso’s 
equaliser 20 minutes from 
time, the only goal o f the sec­
ond half, to salvage one 
point.

Metz went in front thanks 
to Souleymane 
Youla but mid- 
fie lder -Mar- 
ouane Cha- 
m akh scored 
tw o goals in 
two minutes to 
give the hosts 
a brief lead.

The v is it­
ors equalised 
w hen g oa lk ­
eeper Frederic 
Roux deflected 
the ball into his 
own net before 
Roy C ontout 
put them back 
in the driving 
seat in the 43rd.

“We lost a 
chance to com e back to 
within four points of Lyon,” 
said Bordeaux midfi-elder Rio 
Mavuba. “We were a bit too 
shaky in the first half.”

Metz, who tamed Olym­
pique Marseille 1 -0 last week, 
are still bottom but they kept

their hopes alive o f avoiding 
relegation with 10 matches to 
go.

AJ Auxerre moved up to 
third with a 2-0 victory over 
Toulouse while fourth-placed 
Lille are at Monaco on Sun­
day.

Eto’o tries to leave 
pitch after racist

B arcelona’s Cameroon 
striker Samuel E to’o 
threatened to leave the 

pitch during their 2-0 Primera 
Liga win at Real Zaragoza on 
Saturday after being racially 
abused by the home fans.

Referee Victor Esquinas 
Torres stopped the game in 
the second half to ask for an 
announcement over the pub­
lic address system to call a 
halt to the abuse and Eto’o 
tried to leave the pitch, appe­
aring to say he had had eno­
ugh of the insults.

The three times African 
Player of the Year was persu­
aded to continue by his team 
mates and Barca coach Frank 
Rijkaard and the match 
resumed soon 'after.

“It was a shame,” Rijkaard 
told a news conference after 
the match. “Samuel is a hu­
man being and he felt bad on 
the pitch, but I was pleased 
with the attitude of his team 
mates who told him to con­
tinue.

“He proved he was able 
to overcome the circum s­
tances and he made a valuable 
contribution to our victory. 
It’s a real shame that things 
like this happen as it is thanks 
to players like Samuel that the 
fans come to the stadium to 
be entertained.

“I would also like to say

that the referee acted very 
well.”

Zaragoza’s Brazilian stri­
ker Ewerthon said he was ash­
amed of the action of the home 
fans

“I’m black too,” the former 
Borussia Dortmund player 
told the Onda Cero radio sta­
tion. “I’m a Zaragoza player 
and totally opposed to the 
fans who did this. I’ve been 
abused too at other grounds 
in Spain but we need to rise 
above this.

“The Spanish Federation 
'’have to start taking proper 

measures and we as black 
players also have to act. We 
are here to work and if things 
carry on like this it will be 
impossible.”

Zaragoza were fined 600 
euros ($713.6) by the Spanish 
Football Federation (RFEF) 
last season after a section of 
their fans directed similar 
abuse against Eto’o.

Earlier this month the club 
was fined a similar amount 
after some o f their fans 
directed racist insults at Real 
B etis’s Brazilian forward 
Robert.

In November Messina’s 
Ivory Coast defender Zoro 
threatened to halt a Serie A 
game in Italy after suffering 
racial abuse from travelling 
Inter Milan supporters.

z the pitch following racial abuse at Zaragoza.
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Udineze goalkeeper Morgan De Sanctis, right, fouls Inter Milan’s Nigerian striker Ohafem> Martin 
in his favour during an Italian league game ...yesterday

ausmg the referee to give a penalty

C'wealth Games: NOC probes visa denial
f T ^ h e  Nigeria Olympic Com Bv Patrick  Andrew, Asst. A adding that the MX has accordThe Nigeria Olympic Com 

mittee (NOC) has begun 
investigation into the re­
fusal of the Australian Govern­

ment to issue travelling docu­
ments to two Nigerian athletes 
to participate in the forthcom­
ing Commonwealth Games in 
Melbourne, Australia, next 
month.

Director of Sports Develop- 
j ment, Dr Amos Adamu, dis­
closed that the NOC has taken 
up the matter with the Austra­
lian Government with a view to

By Patrick  Andrew, Asst.
Head, Sports Desk 

unearthing reasons for the refusal 
to grant both Chinedu Oriala and 
Gloria Kemasuode visas to en­
ter Australia to participate in the 
Gaines.

Both athletes had been 
dropped from the list of athletes 
called -up by the technical com­
mittee of the Athletics Federa­
tion of Nigeria (AFN) ahead of 
the Games. Though, they made 
the minimum requirement for in­
vitation to the camp, they were

excluded bccause they were saKi 
to have violated certain rules tha’ 
compelled the Australian govern 
ment to clear them personne 
non- granta.

Chinedu had placed third 
with a time of 10.34seconds, 
while Gloria won the women 
100m event with the time of
11.13seconds at the recently 
concluded 17th Mobile Track and 
Field Championship held in 
Abuja.

Adamu said the ministry had 
been briefed on the development

GATEWAY GAMES
Ministry exonerates self from

. V g) footballers and that onlv thrcuse of prosTI he Sports Ministry has 
distanced itself from the 
decision making the 15th 

National Sports Festival: Gate­
way Games, all-comer’s affair 

The organizers of the Gate 
way Games have thrown open 
participation thus enabling pro 
fessionals to feature in the 
Games,

The Director of Sports De ­
velopment, Dr Amos Adamu 
exonerated the ministry from 
blame in the decision which hav< 
generated controversy noun 
thai it was the decision of states 
commissioners of sports, who 
felt that the inclusion of profes­
sionals, would raise not only the 

i standard of the games but also 
enliven participation.

The director said since it was 
the decision of the commission1 

■ ers from the'various states, who 
resolved to have established ath­
letes feature at the games, the 
ministry had no reason to 
counter them.

He confirmed that the initial 
concept of the Games was to 
generate grassroots talents but 
doubted that the new'’approach 
would sustain the original inten­
sion.

“You see it depends on what 
you want to achieve. Gateway 
is an all-comer’s affair because 
that is what the organizers want. 
If the intension of organising the 
Games is to generate fresh tal­
ents then allowing professionals

to participate deteats that pur­
pose

“The ministry has little or 
no say in this because the com­
missioners, who administer the 
sports at the state levels, believe 
that throwing it open would be 
the best approach to raise the 
desired standard of the Games

The organizers of the i rames 
which ls^cheduied to hold from 
April 6 want the doors thrown 
open to allow a limited number 
of established athletes to partici­
pate at the Games. Accordingly, 
it was resolved at a recent meet­
ing that each state is entitled to 
1J professionals including five

footballers and that only three 
of such professionals could be 
used per game

However, the Edo State Dj 
rector of Sports, Brown 
Ebewele, said the decision was 
not unanimous, stressing that it 
would negate the original inten­
sion ot using the Games to gen­
erate fresh talents Though he 
said his state, which lias consis­
tently won the festival was not 
at a disadvantage. Ebewele argued 
that several states would be 
cheated.

Besides, some states have 
accused Ogun State of undue 
com m ercialization o f the 
grassroots fiesta originally meant 
to galvanize youths from the 
various sections of the country 
for social integration.

adding that the N( K has accord 
ingly begun investigation into the 
matter,

‘The NOC has been directed 
to take up the matter with the 
Australian authority We don’t 
know what the problem is but 
we won’t accept denial of Nige­
ria any chance of winning med­
als at the Games.” he said.

The director, who assured 
that all athletes invited to camp 
are entitled to equal allowance, 
said that the ministry had made 
provisions for training grants to 
deserving athletes noting that 
cognisance was taken into the 
comprehensive training packages 
of the respective athletes before 
disbursement could be made.

He expressed satisfaction 
with the pre-tournament perfor­
mances of athletes stressing that 
all Melbourne bound athletes 
have intensified efforts to make 
the final list that would make the 
contingent to the Games

“Technical reports from the 
various camps have indicated 
steady progress and given us 
hope of medals at the Games 
You know that boxers are in 
camp so also tennis, special 
sports which is our strong hold, 
basketball and athletics have been 
in for awhile now So we are on 
course for the Games whether 
we have had foreign training 
tours or not’

The director said that though 
embarking on foreign tour was 
desirable but unattainable now, 
he is confident that the athletes 
who training at home would beti - 
efit as much as they could if they 
had gone for the foreign tom

Hamilton cautions over 2008
NationsCupF orm er Super Eagles 

coach Paul Ebie Hami­
lton -has been, reacting 

to Nigeria’s placing in the Na­
tions Cup 2008 qualifiers.

He has warned the Eagles 
not to underrate Lesotho, 
Uganda and Niger Republic, 
Nigeria’s opponents in group
3.

The former coach of the 
Eagles told Brilafm.net that 
this will be at Nigeria’s peril.

He also said all hands

must be on deck to do the rig­
ht thing at the tight time be­
fore it is too late.

He blamed soccer admin­
istrators for the woes of Ni­
geria in football while hinting 
they must live up to expecta­
tion this time round.

On the imbroglio rocking 
the house of football in Nige­
ria, he sees FIFA’s .action as

undue interference, stating 
the situation is not beyond 
Nigeria to handle

" This is purely an inter­
nal issue that can be per­
fectly taken care off by Nige­
rians. I’m now calling on all 
N igerians to put hands on 
deck to ensure the crisis is 
resolved amicably,” he said.

Burning Issues
with

Patrick Andrew

D ile m m a
Mixed reactions have continued to trail FIFA verdict 

on the lingering impasse in Nigeria football espe 
cially following the insistence o f some Nigeria Foot­
ball Stakeholders that they would have nothing to do with the 

Alhaji Ibrahim Galadima -  led board while the latter vowed to 
execute its mandate to logical conclusion.

Depending on which divide one chooses to pitch tent 
with the diverse posturing have been gloated upon without 
due consideration to the aftermath o f the sustained impasse j  

on the complexion ofNigeria football. The Stakeholders GonH 
gress which succeeded in forming a quorum took decisions 
which it piously implemented could have profound effect on 
the country s oasis o f peace.

Sadiv. many have not seen the detrimental effect FIFA’s 
\ istonicns v erdict would have considering that the game rightly 
ot wrongly is under the control o f the government that FIFA 
apparently wants to humiliate While it might seem pleasant 
to clampdown on the seemingly unbearable influence of the 
government in the administration of the game, but employing 
external force to effect it will certainly be counterproductive.! 
Even then, the state has, unlike in the past when it imposed its 
candidates without as much as a hoot from any meaningful j 
authority, refrained from acting by fiat in the issue o f the NFA 
executive committee.

One would have thought FIFANational Federations Com­
mittee given the diverse negative impact the verdict would 
have on Nigeria football rather sought for a more subtle means! 
o f  resolving the impasse without brushing the ego o f all sides.! 
Or better still handle in a manner that all would go home with 
minimal brushes.

I thought FIFA should have under taken to directly supers : 
vise another round o f elections where all aspirants would be I 
allowed to participate fairly, equitably and at a neutral venue. 
This is because in fairness to the contenders the operational 
instrument employed in the conduct o f  the elections in Kano 
was grossly violated. The Abuja congress on January 6 also 
has its own flaws. So. if  indeed FIFA wanted to exhibit what 
many have known it to be, the least expected was for Zurich 
to, as the judicious arbiter, sought ways o f  unifying rather 
than further put a knife in the bowel o f  the Nigeria football 
family.

The reasons are clear. The game does not enjoy corporate 
support as it is in Europe. The state funds the game almost 
1 OOper cent. What little comes in from the private sector is 
barely enough to organize domestic friendly match and often 
one and far tn between.

Inevitably then, the state cannot afford to appropriate 
funds without having a say in who manages the fund, for 
what purpose and under what condition. If the NFA is au­
tonomous it must o f course not be only when individuals are 
elected but also in the issue o f generation o f funds from the 
private sector.

Even this is an uphill task because sponsors must derive 
some forms o f rebate from the state for doling out funds in 
Support o f sports programmes. This is where the elements id 
FIFA failed to reckon with the peculiar situation o f African j 
countries. Every' corporate organ identifying with a programme 
does so in the hope of getting some forms o f relief by .way of 
rebate *

The argument that FIFA decided to close its eyes on sev­
eral abuses o f  its statutes in order not set undue precedence 
is not only hollow but begs sound reasoning. It is said that 
FIFA does not want reoccurrence o f the situation where ev­
ery person who fails to win a election or is aggrieved after a 
election rushes to call a congress to invalidate the result. But i 
I thought the statutes says that the congress is supreme and 
has the powers to decide on matters provided the basic provi­
sions not the least quorum are met

No it was a political decision taken in bad faith. Perhaps 
in response to the uncouth manner someone was alleged to 
spoken to a prominent member o f the committee.

• Imagine what would become ofNigeria football if  indeed 
the premier and professional leagues fail to have anything to 
do with the board. Again, what marketer would want to asso­
ciate with a pariah body'' It would seem that the board has j 
authority but devoid of power to function.

As the stakeholders consigned its appeaf to FIFA for re­
consideration, one expects FIFA not to give vent to anger on' 
the basis o f  assumed verbal attack on one W  its officials. 
Instead, the overall interest o f Nigeria football not the per­
sonnel at the centre o f the controversy should claim prior j 
attention. The issue o f decree 101. should not be raised be­
cause it would call to question the validity of the existing 
statutes even as it would demean what little credibility the 
Kano elections might have had.
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Obasanjo and continuity of reforms

1 p r e s id e n t  Olusegun Obasanjo's passion for his 
M  administration's reforms was once again in public 

glare penultimate week when he spoke at the 10>h 
rtala Muhammed Memorial Lecture on the imperatives 
of sustaining those reforms upon which he hinged the growth 

of the economy, and of democracy. Alluding to what he said 
the Singaporean leader, Mr Lee Kwan Yew told him personally 
of that country’s development process, President Obasanjo, 
stressed that his government’s reforms were already yielding 
fruits.

"The issues raised (by Straw) which border on corruption, 
good governance and transparency must be worked on 
concurrently and continuously. Like happened in Singapore, 
it is not about a miracle; we did a few things right. We will 
continue to do them right. We here in Nigeria are doing 
certain things right The world has acknowledged it that we 
have been so committed almost to a point o f naivety,” 
President Obasanjo said. The British foreign secretary who 
was the guest lecturer at the Murtala lecture had earlier 
listed ̂ 10 key challenges facing African countries to include 
tackling corruption, conflicts, terrorism  and illegal 
m igration , as w ell as en su rin g  good govern an ce, 
transparency and accountability.

While the imperative of sustaining government policies 
is indisputable. President Obasanjo’s passionate assertions 
about continuity came at an inauspicious moment when an 
alleged bid to elongate the tenure of political office-holders 
in the country, especially that of the president, has heated up 
the polity. It is therefore no surprise that a cross-section of 
Nigerians view the president’s assertion with suspicion. 
However, in assessing the ongoing reforms of the Obasanjo 
administration vis-a-vis the desire to sustain them, it is 
pertinent to situate them in the context of whether they have 
enhanced good governance, and impacted positively on the 
lives of Nigerians. It is clear from the efforts of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission's (EFCC) that the 
government’s anti-corruption drive is yielding sour results. 
But this battle against corruption and other aspects of the 
economic reforms of the administration can hardly stand 
the .test o f time, because it can only succeed within a 
comprehensive framework that could enhance the growth 
and development of the human and capital resources of the 
country. It is sad to say that at present such a framework is 
non-existent

It is pertinent to note that a sustained fight against 
economic and financial crimes may fail in a nation where the 
president himself has consistently refused to implement 
budgets approved by the parliament. Proper implementation 
of budgets, undoubtedly, should be the take-off point of any 
serious economic reforms.

No matter how well the government’s economic policies 
are packaged, the chances of success are whittled by the 
whimsical manner in which it treats the remunerations of 
its workers, including those who are law-enforcers. The 
nation just survived police strike scare that would have been 
the second in the country’s history, all under the same 
Obasanjo administration.

Turning to other aspects of the reforms like the bid to 
create 70,000 jobs through the instrumentality o f the 
National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 
(NEEDS) blue print, the banking reforms, the mass 
retrenchment and the monetisation policy in the public 
sen  ice, and ajiost of others are largely hurriedly conceived 
and handed down to stakeholders without consensus of a 
hroad spectrum of the nation’s populace. This is even more 
so when, some sectors which are critical to the overall 
development of any nation such as the railways, electricity 
supply, and security of lives and properties receive scant 
attention from the same government that preaches reforms.

This is certainly not the w ay any responsive government 
should put up its reform policies, particularly under a civilian 
dispensation that hopes to nurture and sustain a democratic 
culture. The president also needs to be reminded that no 
reform policy that is built on popular consensus would be 
truncated by any incoming administration. After all, 
government is conceived to be a continuous process, which 
is why the tenure of civil servants is made permanent to 
carry on with policies of any political leadership whose term- 
of office lapses.
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OBJ can’t run, won’t run
W have iust finished reading an enir written hv a livino ^have just finished reading an epic written by a living 

legend -  Nelson Mandela. It is called Long Walk to 
[Freedom. As 1 pored through that voluminous book, I 

; looking out for a reference to Nigeria. It finally came in 
the dying chapters where Mandela was talking about the fast- 
tracking o f his long walk to freedom. There, Mandela wrote 
about the role o f General Olusegun Obasanjo as a member of 
the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group. He wrote about 
how General Obasanjo rallied other members o f  that influential 
group to stifle apartheid and starve its supporters thereby 
making the ground smooth for the eventual release o f Mandela.

Now, let the critics draw their swords, but there are a lot of 
similarities between Mandela and Baba. Both men were 
prisoners o f  conscience - Mandela for his dogged fight 
against injustice and Obasanjo for daring the institution that 
made him. Both men have at different times ruled very big 
countries. Obasanjo campaigned for Mandela’s release and 
Mandela equally campaigned for Obasanjo’s release. I guess 
that proves the dictum -  be kind to those you meet on your 
way to the top, for you might need them on your way down.

Coming across that passage in the book, something gave 
inside me. First, 1 became happy -  happy to be a Nigerian,

By Tunde Asaju

President Olusegun Obasanjo.
happy to be an African; happy to know several elder 
statesmen; happy to be a student o f history and a watcher of 
it; happy to note that in sometimes unbelievable chronicle of 
history, there are identifiable icons and living legends.

For it is not difficult to see how writers o f  contemporary 
history edited 400 years o f  slavery, the extermination o f over 
|l 8 million Africans from the books and elevated the equally 
ignoble act o f the holocaust. Mandela literally moved from 
prison to the Presidency just like Obasanjo. Mandela was in 
prison for nearly three decades while Obasanjo had a taste of 
his own medicine; he was seen in his circle as trying to 
Sabotage a system that spruced him up.

The comparison does not end there. Both men won 
popular mandates. Obasanjo, for fear o f the consequences of 
the unknown handed over power in 1979. Mandela, knowing 
that leadership, like acting, is best quit when the ovation is 
loudest decided to throw in the towel (pardon the pun on 
Mandela the pugilist). On the other hand, Obasanjo chose to 
seek a second term -  why? Well, because in summing up the 
totality o f what he had seen in four years of governance, he 
summed it up and got the word decay!

Nothing stirs in the true messiah than the sight o f decay. 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was bom like any Arab, but he 
saw decay and allowed Allah to prompt him. Jesus Christ was 
bom to a mere carpenter and ought to have enjoyed his life as 
a villager but he also answered the messianic call. Fidel Castro 
Was bom to a privileged bourgeois and chose to commit class 
Suicide. Jerry Rawlings was born half-Scot, half-Ghanaian; 
he could have taken the first visa to Glasgow, but caught the 
m essian ic bug. He paraded all h is p redecessors and

OBJ did not have a messianic motive. In fact, in all his 
w ritin g s , he has hard ly  ever in troduced  us to  th e  
circum stances o f  h is b irth  or the heroic feats o f  his| 
progenitors. He had no money to go to secondary school! 
and like Jerry Useni, he answered the call o f the army. Murtala! 
it was whose death propped Obasanjo into public limelight;! 
he would have retired an inconsequential general (and there; 
are scores o f  them), unsung except in the military. In trying to: 
preserve the Murtala legacy, OBJ transformed from a common! 
general into a nationalist - overnight. And for that, he is; 
eternally grateful -  grateful to Dimka for a costly adventure.!

That is enough to imbue in any man a messianic motive. 
And say what you may about Baba, he is passionate about; 
this country. He is passionate about the decay and the/need 
to clean the Aegean stable. He also knows like Charles! 
Swindoll that God never tied the latches o f  any man’s shoe -j 
he gave them hands to do it. Since Israel in the beginning off 
creation asked for a king like other nations, God has retired! 
from ruling any people. He sends them messiahs -  OBJ knows 
that. You and I know that.

When messiahs die, they live proselytes. The Prophet of; 
Islam left his; Jesus left his 12 disciples; Sardauna left Gamji 
and Yar’Adua left PDM. When OBJ left in 1979, he handed; 
over to a retired teacher. Today, there are too many retired! 
teachers to make rational choices. Baba, like Nigeria, is in a! 
dilemma. He has not built a Gamji; he is not even trusted by! 
his ethnic group and some Christians vow he is too close to 
the fraternities to be a good disciple -  Nigerians!

Baba has come to a bad junction in his political troubadour. 
Those who are asking him to commit Nelson-cide are very; 
unfair. Mandela had an Mbeki to hand over to - who does! 
Baba hand over to? Nigerians are looking at his miserable! 
retirement and imputing sacrilegious motives. I know' that! 
Baba won’t run. He can’t run and it has nothing to do with; 
radiculopathy! Far from it. He still plays squash till the wee! 
hours o f the morning every day o f the week and there is no; 
distraction -  Stella is truly dead. But I warn you all, there is! 
nobody w ho’ll miss Baba in Otta OFN (Obasanjo Fouls! 
Nigeria). Reason -  bird flu. Bird flu is ravaging Nigeria and; 
having made Sambawa jobless post-2007, its next port o f call 
is Otta. Don’t ask me how I know.

Baba is a man o f passion, but unfortunately one man’s! 
passion is manure for another man’s greed. This explains why! 
Baba’s passion is not shared by most even within his own; 
cabinet. The economy, if  you ask cynics, continue its slide in! 
spite o f the magic wand waved by Okonjo-Iweala; there is; 
escalation o f social insecurity in spite o f the yearly 40,000 
increment to the police force, the sacking o f two IGs and all; 
the benevolence o f Baba to the police (don’t mind the NUP).! 
That explains why it took five years to sanitise (really?) the! 
banking industry. That explains why after several budgeted; 
billions, poverty has immunised itself against every attempt; 
to curb it. That explains why Nigeria does not have a national 
electricity average for electricity compared to Ghana which is; 
not a giant, and has neither petrol nor abundant natural gas 
to feed its power stations. That explains why a country as 
small as Egypt has a civil service that is almort three times 
that ofNigeria and is not retrenching while we are. Look, the 
list is endless and I hate whining.

What bothers me is that some enemies of theSe landslide: 
victories think that Baba o f Africa wants a third term. So far. 
Baba has never nursed any such ambition. It has never entered 
the mind o f Baba to stay a day longer than May 29, 2007 -j 
bird flu inclusive. Forget the dance o f Nasir Mantu - he is! 
grandstanding. Baba’s statement is here as evidence -  he will 
do nothing to flout the_ constitution. Now, how many of you 
have read the constitution? It was written by Hausa people! 
and inside it is an anagram -  tazarce. Nobody who has no! 
white beard can read it. But if you insist that Baba must leave, 
wipe out bird flu and bring back Stella! Simple._________

despatched them (timely or untimely) to their Maker.
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A new dawn in Nitel Dalras
(Now Reopened after Renovation)
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