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BRIEFLY

The Abacha regime for­
mally ends SAP. But, will 
the IMF condone it? Is the 
suffering over? Who are 
the big losers?

Alhaji Abdullahi Musa Magaji, director-general, of­
fice of the head of state, Abuja was expected to be 
turbanned last Saturday January 15,1994, as the Tu- 
rakin Jega in Kebbi State, by the Sarkin Kabin Jega, 
Alhaji Haruna III.

Alhaji Abdullahi, 46, was born in Pankshin, Plateau 
State and bagged a degree in History, Hausa and 
Arabic from the Ahmadu Bell University, Zaria, in 1970, 
and a diploma in public administration from the 
University of Ife in 1973. Before his present posting, he 
had been a director-general, political affairs in the 
presidency._____________________________________
Citizen, January 17,1994
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COVER STORY
Budget '94

Bye»bye to
SAP

Yar'adua
Let's start politicking

Major General Shehu Musa 
Yar'adua(rtd), one of the 23 
aspirants disqualified in No­
vember last year half way 
through the presidential 
contest says Abacha should 
unvail his political pro­
gramme now

Page 18
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the deputy governors. That may be i 
taking things to extreme, though.

The delay, which causes no meas- 
urable anxiety, became understand- ! 
able and perhaps even useful when it | 
became clear that a momentous 
struggle and batde of wits was going 
on for the soul of SAP. It was good 
that it was SAP that died. It was very 
very good riddance. The budget for 
many is a celebration of that death.

But there were no surprises — de-
I lightful or horrible—in the budget. ___ _____
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Ibrahim B. Adamu 
T/Wada, Kontagora

Tijjani Sarki 
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LETTERS —
This constitutional 

conference!

First Bank Pic, Kadi

Re: Now who is better?
Sir,

Your publication of a letter (pur­
portedly?) written by one Kabir Dan- 
gogo of Apapa, Lagos Citizen Janu­
ary 9-16,1994, has sort of put me in 
an uncomfortable situation. Since the 
publication last Monday, several 
people have telephoned me to ask if 
I wrote the letter.

I have to draw your attention to 
the similarity between the writer's 
name and mine, that is if the writer 
exists at all as well as the embarrass­
ment it has caused me. You proba­
bly would have saved me this em­
barrassment if you had published 
the full address of the writer, or even 
taken the trouble of cross checking 
the existence of the writer before 
going to press.

To those who wondered if I was 
the writer of the letter, I hope this 
satisfies their curiosity.

Kabir Dangogo 
BON, Head Office, Kano

The big rip-off
Sir,

I refer to your edition Vol. 5 f\j0 
2 page 14.1 was highly embarrassed 
asyourreporter displayed overzeal- 
ousness in committing a private dis­
cussion intoa public in terview. This 
mix uphascausedmealot of trouble 
in my place of work. I am an officer 
of First Bank and not a manager and 
could nothave granted public inter­
views. I hereby demand a public 
apology for this.

This so-called interview was un­
authorised by me.

Sir,
Predictably, the forthcoming 

constitutional conference will be 
similar to the last transition period. 
We have had enough of squadcr- 
mania. Therefore, if the conference 
must hold, the government should 
only moderate the conduct of the 
conference. In other words, the 
government should neither pay any 
sitting allowance nor give hotel ac­
commodation to the would-be 
members. Afterall, those calling for 
this conference are patriotic Nigeri­
ans, so no amount of sacrifice is too 
much for them.

Wo should not allow social para­
sites to decide their hosts. We have 
given too much room to cheap pub­
licity seekers to propel their creden­
tials for political appointments.

L.G. Hassan 
--------------------- UDU, Sokoto
Sir,

May I know what was wrong 
with the untested 1989 constitution? 
Political instability has always origi­
nated from the Yoruba speaking 
states of Nigeria before spreading to 
other parts of the country. This is 
obvious in any presidential election 
involving a Yoruba candidate. The 
entire Yoruba race usually take it 
upon themselves to make the elec­
tion a Yoruba affair. Their voting 
patterns and behaviours in 1959, 
1964,1979,1983 and 1993 presiden­
tial elections confirm this.

It seems that the Yorubas cannot 
differentiate between federal char- » 
acter and democracy, especially 
when it comes to presidential elec­
tions. Infact there is the need to look 
critically at the socio-political set-up 
of Nigeria particularly the bureauc­
racy to see who is actually dominat­
ing who economically from the year 
1914 to date.

anticipation of the promised 
constitutional conference, it is perti­
nent to reflect upon and learn some 
salient lessons by recounting what 
transpired in some countries where 
political crises occurred in the recent 
past.

In Somalia, following the exit of 
Siad Barre the nation was thrown 
into turmoil with various warlords 
holdingswayin different areas. This 
resulted in large scale killings, com­
plete dislocation of the society and 
famine of unimaginable scale.

Then take the case of Haiti. After 
many decadesof dictatorship backed 
by the militia, a free and fair election 
was held and the winner Rev. Father 
Aristides, a Roman Catholic priest, 
was installed president without first 
purging the poli ty of the influence of 
the militia. Ofcourse it did not take 
long for the elected president to be 
thrown out of office and into exile.

Third is the case of Burundi, 
where an oligarchy backed by a 
partisan military had been ruling 
the country since independence. Like 
on June 12 in Nigeria, there was a 
free and fair election that heralded a 
change of power base from Tutsi to 
the Hutu majority. Ndadaye, the 
winner of the election was installed 
without first purging the military of 
the supporters of the former he­
gemonic oligarchy. The new helms­
man was soon to be assassinated in 
an attempted coup and the inter­
ethnic carnage that followed is yet to 
abate.

The cases of Liberia and Yugo­
slavia are too familiar to warrant 
recounting as the strategy of these 
pieces are played out daily in the 
news media. The list is by no means 
exhaustive but the foregoing should 
suffice to give those insisting on 
"June 12 or nothing" and "Our man 
by all means" food for thought. The 
forces against June 12 are not mere 
ghosts or intangible spirits but real 
and very potent interest that cannot 
be wished away. One should take 
risks and fight for justice all right,

Editor's Note:
The address of the Kabir who wrote 

that letter is 35B Wharf Road, Apapa, 
Lagos.

( should be typed double space and
• right to edit, publish or reject all letters.

but let it be calculated riskT^r- 
the living have rights. ’

Ay°Makinde 
FestacTown, LagOs

Sir,
As we begin a new year and in

Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They 
addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.l 1 Unguwar Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna. The Editor reserves the i

Citizen, January 17,1994
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?AP; rest in piece"
221 - s federal budget, the de- 

(J r^:sv*hkhwereprovidedbythe 
;—; -2^=“ sfete, Ger.eral Sard Abacha, 

_ - ^nce, Dr. Kalu Idika Kalu
of the Central Bank, Mr. 

was the first budget since
~-T 22 2^r from the policy of deregula-
□css-27 brings to an end the notori- 

^7-22 Adjustment Programme, SAP.
_ .*2 2'',s5 controversial at its inception and 

7- . 2 ' 7 50 ^oughout its inglorious reign, 
f=rr^. ~ "rrr‘5, ^armsand factories, wrecking 
5,-i_222 Jncoines and rupturing the fabric of

i —22’22. '**'*'-’ did the country have to go 
i - 311 that? At the inception of SAP in

_22 7 s^emmentevendenied that it was 
y222 ^a’ r*a-’r dictated by the International 
.2722'-'^ ^und, IMF. Many patriots pro- 
22'- " * time that a policy of total deregu-

22"T* 's hotti illogical and unethical. Illogi- 
22~ because there is no way the productive 

of our economy can hold their own in 
2"~ • - competition against foreign trans-
' ~ The whole IMF idea tha t each coun-

5-“—-d * specialise" in an economic area
- •’•‘-’■-chit has"naturaladvantages"ishypo- 
^-^21 and is not followed by the developed

themselves.
government here argued that the 

' = idea of SAP entails a policy of national
b^- i-£gbtenmg and sacrifices in order to pull 
d*e eoorcmy cut of the woods. And Nigcri- 

made sacrifices, huge sacrifices. Eight 
yearsinto SAP the economy is not out of the 
woods. Znfact it seems to have sunk deeper 
.rtc the ~u=£zure. If the measure of eco- 
ncmcc recover.- is greater production, there 
•-s less p—curzcr tzday. If the index of suc­
cess is less foreign debt- there is no appre­
ciable dror- - it is higher firing standards, 
-,v£" standards are a: their lowest level
:n a long time.

So where did the §a cnr.ces and savings go

II piDUU-
to?Theseweresquandered/b/J^ 
ers and speculators. SAP pj-oJd^st 
sense on its head by depress*-1 
and encouraging speculation^ ^-el6'
beneficiaries in eight years o 5' ggl£rS 
banks, black marketeers, arid ,e
assorted hustlers and sPeCU!=^ttfiePeO^e 

the political leaders. Was this■ cniyt° 
bargained for? To save resounc^^^j] j m3 
a parasitic group squander it ” ign o ' 
sions and ride the latest mode 
even while unemployment rises 
disappear? ' ~.iiev of ^7^1

No one expects the pohQ
regulation to be a panacea in ,tse^<ratskaVe 
service and financial sector techn the
not proved themselves in the F35 _.afldthe 
best managers of nationalre5°ur^ 2g sh^P6 

| civil service today is in much" °

than it ever was in. .
It was wrong to have allo'’' gutthe 

forces complete freedom, no doub , 
racketeering that manipulated an 
the little gain that would have accruerft)rCes 
economy resulted not from marke 
but because no one cared. The econom, 
abandoned. Even when budgets " .
no one intended to implement them/ 

everylxxly knew that.Budget '94 is honest in its admissio / 
that the past was a failure: and courageous 
jettisoning it withouta further waste of time. 
11 looks nuKlest and its targets achievable. 
However, any hopeot realising itsobjectives 
and plugging all loopholes through which it 
can lie abused lies in the area of implementa­

tion.
1 he Abacha regimemustseeand regard 

theinipleinentationotthebudgetasasacred 
trust. First, because our people have suf- 
tenxl greatly fnunitsneglect in thepast.and, 
second, its own estimation in public eyes 
will be tied to bow it tries to deliver what it
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learly, British prime minister, John 
Major, is up to his ears in trouble. A 
recent poll said only 11% of voters 

believe the government is trustworthy or in 
touch with the people. Major's personal 
popularity has plummeted to 14% from48% 
before he was elected.

Among the many reasons are broken 
promises over taxes, the debacle over the 
exchange rate mechanism, duplicity and 
then cover up in the arms sales to Iraq, lack 
of clarity over contacts with the IRA, lack of 
jobsand decliningquality of life.Then there 
are scandals that led to the resignation of 
two cabinet ministers and the housing scan­
dal in which the Conservative Party had 
been vote-buying council flats which has 
cost the British tax payer some 30 million 
pounds.

It was inevitable. For a time, the figure of 
the powerful and wilful Margaret Thatcher 
loomed over him. Secondly, accumulated 
ills and mishaps began to surface. Then 
Major and the Conservative Party added 
fresh problems. Given this environment, is 
it surprising that the British are disen­
chanted?

Major's response to all this has been to 
initiate a fuzzy return to "traditional val­
ues” which have presumably broken down, 
but what caused it? The noise over ERM, the 
arms sales to Iraq or the dalliance and indis­
cretion of ministers? The truth is that the 
British have been brutalised by the business 
as usual conservatives who have very little 
time for the small man. Itall comes down to 
cynical exploitation, lack of remorse by the 
leadership, crass deceit, and insensitivity.

officials, so the whole business of re­
turning to state intervention in eco­
nomic planning does not become an­
other case of jumping from frying pan 
into the fire.

VIEWPOINT
promises. And many people seem to believe 
t’nat government forces must succeed where 
market forces fail.

Intheend,the Abacha regime must har­
bour no illusions. It must rise to the chal­
lenge and revamp the attitudes of public

If Edwina Currie, die controversial MP 
and former minister cansctparliamentalight 
with debates over the age of consent for 
homosexuals in the midst of all this, no I 
wonder the British are outraged, disen- I 
chanted and want the Tories out. E

It may well be that Major's prescription of ? 
return to”traditional values", however de- I 
fined, would be an antidote to the web of * 
intrigue, deceit and arrogance that of recent 9 
has characterised the exercise of power, not [ 
just in Britain, but globally.

For us here, the issues are far broader. The £ 
action or inaction of Britain in the global • 
power equation and the re-defining of the | 
world have been nothing but acts of double * 
standard and arrogance. But then, it isn't I 
surprising in a world where individualism | 
hasbeencarried toextremesand global lead- I 
ership is morally destitute. That, warts and f 
all, is the New World Order. Take it or leave I 
it.

In Iran, Iraq, Libya, Bosnia, Nigeria, I 
Somalia, Algeria, Sudan, Liberia and Angola I 
or even in Northern Ireland, human suffer- ■ 
ing on an unimaginable scale has become 
routine, yet those who profit by these trage­
dies trea t them as if they are war games. Brit­
ain, no matter its contributions, actively 
took part or acquiesced in the economic, 
political and social destruction and dehu­
manisation of peoples in these areas. And 
that may be just the beginning of the chick­
ens coming home to roost.

Major can afford to talk about the return to j 
basics, but does something more basic for | 
him is to try to survive beyond the summer I 
of 1994.



I

Tick Box

3 months (13 issues) at N35O

6 months (26 issues) at N675

1 year (52 issues) at X’1,300

-to all over Nigeria will exam- ' p.m.b. 2334 Kad^
'-'e-of-the-art problems and H Tel. 230165

Or

Material needs af cheeped I PM |L 21742, ikeja

N.iiiu*

Addie

aMU^™d?PaJ?bletoCm-cwest prices possible. Theme: S[ enclose UIdrcm
- - cn and information for nation IZEN Communications lto"

The Director 
-brc-y Board of Kaduna State, 

P.M.B. 2061, 
Kaduna.

c ’I Unguwar Kanawa 
ma.

Citizen January 17, ]904

I^aiT Board o£ Kaduna State
Private Mail Bag 2061, O

3rd Kaduna Book Fair
fair! Book fair!! Book fair!!

l' "= 3rd chapter of your popular
’ -buna book fair, comes up

^bnuary ]5 to 25, 1994 at the
. Z;----'ters of the Library Board of

- state. A unique opportunity!
_1_ ~ shers, book fairs, writers and |
I J; -bucational materials industri-1 
' J _■ 0 ®xhibit, publicise and sell their | 

direcf to students, parents, I
~r- researchers, academicians, I

pns and the general public at ||

Ob-'nlT °PP°rt'jnitV for y°,J ,0|,"^ACMliRoad,AKidingbi 
_ - a qj the variety of your oduca (111 i‘.h«Ti Road 
'tool material .i. ...... iIi'mh 

n°t forget, January l‘, la 
'~d- 3rd Kaduna Book Fair: 8am 
to daily.

“ >e' enquiries contact:

- ~S- Eminent experts in educa- 
“tormation and book industry 

"^~e-a^c ----- ------
~ -scea*s n these areas of our na- 

ae.edpment. Many prominent 
ae-so-a -iesfrom all over Nigeria have 
2 '-cdy accepted to attend the book

I CITIZEN COMMUNICATION’S LIMITED.

SUBSCRIPTION form

Please enter my subscript:c to Citizen for 
term I have indicated below:- I



3

I

AD AMU AID AMU
— on behalf of the public are neces- 
sarilythemostanxiousaboutits wel­
fare. They were not; and they are 
not.

Nor are they about yours. They 
are like miserly golden geese. They 
have a nest to feather; and eggs to 
lay—and hatch. Despite theirclaim 
to democracy and even becoming 
famous fighting for it, they areas far 
away from it as Marx was from

mosque.
Th ey are a d ep ts a t poli ti cal power 

acrobatism, as late Malam Aminu 
Kano said; and they will as soon kick 
away the ladder they use to go up. 
For Abacha the trip from Dodan Bar­
racks to Aso Rock is in many ways 
the beginning of the coming of age 
in Abuja.

There is corruption in the land — 
moral, political, economic and fi­
nancial. The common people say so; 
and, even the leaders admit it — 
everyone seems ready to accuse 
everybody else but himself.

Doing this may be good enough 
for those who hold no trusts, from 
those who lead us we must demand 
much more than mere talk. We must 
assume that those who held trusts, 
who kept custody of privileges and 
handed same out, who took deci­
sions that could unfairly benefit them 
or needlessly harm us, had a case to 
answer. If soldiers, politicians or bu­
reaucrats become millionaires after 
taking office, we should have the 
right to ask them to explain.

Since we have a system easy to 
abuse — indeed it often abuses itself 
on your behalf; and all you have to 
do is to collect—it is not impossible 
therefore that people in leadership 
positions have been compromised 
by it, with the result that, despite 
their desire to satisfy current expec­
tations/ they are, unable to cast an 
effective first stone against corrup­
tion.

But corruption must be fought^ 
thieves must be caught, proper 
confiscated and criminalspunisheJi 
Otherwise this generation and 
deed future generations will begj^ 
to believe tha t publicproperty is jUs^ 
there for the taking. And they wi]j 
take it. Nigeria will only change 
order to remain the same.

The treasury will continue to 
looted; political support will remain 
for sale; infrastructure will never 
work; crime will increase; hospitals 
— which have been consulting cl in-. 
ics for nine years — will disappear- 
and the nation will be at war with 
itself. At the momen t every aspect of 
corruption is growing at an astro­
nomical rate.

Yet unless corruption is attacked 
and checked nothing that will be 
done by this or any future govern­
ment will work. Abacha and his 
colleagues must take the painful 
decision to purge their own circle 
and then descend on every schem­
ing criminal. But it appears the gov­
ernment, in typical Nigerian fash­
ion, is doing last things first.

The searchlight is already focused 
on some institutions but this, com­
mendable as it is, appears to be no 
more than the effort of a regime 
troubled by its conscience. The ad- 
hoc investigations ordered into 
NNPC, NIPOST, NEPA and Cus­
toms are no more than a salve that 
will probably lead nowhere — or at 
best take us back to square one.

It all depends on what Abacha 
does. And the time to start being 
decisive is now. In the past they 
called him Sai Kayi; now, To Kayi. So 
what more, besides name, does he 
have to make?

Nothing. But the choice is clear. 
Either he launches an immediate, 
comprehensive and vicious attack 
against corruption, he loses the battle 
against history and fame.

Foi the nation it will be an inexo­
rable drift to the precipice and de­
scent into the abyss. Which is not 
what the nation expected when it 
sighed in relief on November 17.

he budgetary process may 
now truly be described as a 
process of worrying about 

what to spend before incurring the 
expenditure instead of afterwards. 
And there may be good reasons.

With falling oil prices we may 
fail to collect the money to spend. 
With expected hostility from the 
World Bank, IMF, multilateral aid 
agencies and sundry trade creditors 
the going will prove too tough. And 
with a uniting Europe and the new 
GATT agreement there is little room 
for manoeuvre; and many reasons 
to worry about.

But at least one worry is over: 
Budget 94 is ready and read. And if 
for nothing else, we must congratu- 
latc General Mohammed Sani 
Abacha for putting an end to the 
Structural Adjustment Programme, 
SAP. It required courage to begin, 
and it required greater courage to 
dismantle a policy that was not 
working well.

And courage is what the govern­
ment needs now more than ever 
before — the courage to faithfully 
implementthebudgct,and thccour- 
age to tackle the only thing that can 
defeat everything else—corruption.

There is good reason for opti­
mism, because the government has 
shown it is flexible — sometimes 
perhaps too flexible for comfort.

One of Abacha's biggest mistakes 
was to assume that those who wore 
mostvocal—or indeed most violent

Citizen, January 17,1994
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guided federal budgets, since 1986 \ 1 
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Finance
i. Finance
ii. Budget
iii. Customs
iv. MOFI
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Commerce and tourism
i. Defence
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Sub-total
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1,563.02

1,049.5
350.0

2,134.0

1,254.9 
-121.8 
2,800.1

104.4
2/164.85

Agriculture and water 
resources and rural developt.
i. Agriculture and 

natural resources
ii. Water resources 

and rural devpt.
iii. DFFRI________________
Sub-total

— 69.86
1,797.535

1993
Appropriation 
Million Naira

1994 
Appropriation 
Million Naira

Office of the chief of 
general staff
Office of secretary to the 
govt, of the federation 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
National planning 
commission
Federal environmental 
protection agency 
Eslablishmentand 
services matters_______
Sub-total

Education and 
youth developt.
i. National University

Commission
ii. National Board for 

Technical Education
iii. National Commission for

Colleges of Education
iv. Youth________________
Sub-total

Sectoral allocations 
Annex table 4 

Capital allocations 1993-1994 (budget

12. Foreign affairs
13. Health and human services

i. Health
ii. Social welfare_________
Sub-total



Ministry g^ncy

19.

1,630.2

903.65
491.70
154.0

233.7
1,630.2

1,451.9
609.0
111.8

Communications
i. Works and housing
ii. Housing policy council 
Sub-total

752.9
460,1

1,213.0

401.5
473.0

21.06
894.55

539.0
544.6

1,083.0

210.5
2,433.62

250.0
2,683.62

600
700.0
490

1,850.0

56.5
34.8
10.4

2,000.0
2,107.0

130
80
3030
33.82

274.12

192.2
73.5
17.5
57,117

340.767

113.1
61.2
10.0
42.5
226.8

Transport and aviation
i. Transport
ii. Aviation_________
Sub-tctal

■ 18.

TT^reparing a budget for 1994
U-^was clearly not easy, given

-..-eL thefailurcof the 1993 budget,
announced with great fanfare bv the 
then head of the transitional council, i ____________
Chief Ernest Shonckan, to realise ' prices in the international market
anythingdosetoitsioftyobjcctivcs. j late last year, from the 17.5 dollars

from the controversial annulment 1 
of the June 12 election, describing it 
as a "horrendous blow" to the 
people's search fora new order. How 
could Abacha, President Ibrahim 
Babangida's right-hand man for 
eight years, repudia to his former boss 
so completely? "We make no pre­
tensions about culpability," Abacha

1993
Appropriation 
Million Naira

1994
Appropriation
Million Naira

per barrel envisaged in the budget 
to 13 dollars, clearly contributed to 
the huge deficit.

For this year, too, General Sani 
Abacha promised a balanced fed­
eral budget. Based on what govern­
ment regards as a "realistic" oil price 
of 14 dollars per barrel and a Naira 
exchange rate of 22 Naira to the US 
dollar, total federal revenues from 
oil and non-oil sources was estimated 
at 110.2 billion Naira. Accordingly, 
federal expenditures were also 
pegged at that level. Revealing de­
tails of capital and recurrent alloca­
tions to ministries last Wednesday, 
finance minister Dr. Kalu Idika Kalu 
revealed that the ministry of educa­
tion will receive the highest alloca­
tion of 10.2 billion Naira, followed in 
that order bv the ministries of de-

Citizen. January 17,1994

Abacha also distanced himself ■ In reviewing the performance of the.
1993 budget last week, Abacha noted 
that economic output as measured 
by the Gross National Product,GNP, 
declined; employment stagnated, 
money supply increased "phenome­
nally," inflatic.) run out of control, 
bank interest rates went through the 
roof and the Naira more or less col­
lapsed. In addition, the service 
charges on external debts increased 
and worsened the balance-of-pay- 

1 ments profile. Especially after the 
annulment of the June 12 election 
and the resulting tension and chaos, 
thcgovemmcntnolonger pretended 
to abide by its own budget and, by 
year's end, a deficit of 90 billion Naira 

I was envisaged. The collapse of oil

t Prison/

ii- Immigratu:
iii- Border pat 
iv. Others
Sub-total

>17. Power and steel
i. Power
ii. Steel
hi. Others
Sub-total

15. Industry
Information and culture 
Justice

16. Petroleum and 
mineral resources
L Petroleum resources 
it Mines
iii. Geological survey
iv. NNPC_______ '
Sub-tctal



COVER STORY
13

Shonekan: things went haywire

Ogwuma: no more bidding 
fence, police affairs, works and 
housing, health and agriculture. 
But by the far the most important 
revelation in the head of state's 
speech was the decision to fix the 
exchange ra te of the Naira at 22 Naira 
to the dollar. Allowing the Nara "to 
find its own level" in relation to 
foreign currencies was a key aspect 
of SAP; the policy was commenced 
amidst grea t controversy in Septem­
ber 1986 and, in time, the Naira fell 
from 70 kobo to 22 to the US dollar at 
the official exchanges, and to as low 
as 47 to the dollar on the black mar­
kets. Has the Abacha government 
abandoned deregulation, a major 
demand of the IMFand other credi­
tors? Abacha claimed that the re­
gime "remains committed to the 
policy of deregulation and to safe-

Citizen, January 17,1994

r- Kalu Idika Kalu, the for- 
I ■ merIMFeconomistwho,as 

fl ^finance minister in 1986 
introduced the policy of SAP, last 
week went out of his way to con­
demn the old system of foreign ex­
change deregulation. The govern­
ment, he said, could no longer allow 
further experimentation and free rein 
to the.exchange ra te, since the policy 
has failed to achieve the desired 
result. Dr. Kalu also said the policy 
of deregulation failed to channel re­
sources to the productive sectors, 
something predicted by pro-SAP 
economists in 1986 and which was 
alsothepolicy'smainobjective.Over 
the years, the Manufacturers Asso­
ciation of Nigeria, MAN, and the 
Nigerian Farmers Council, bitterly 
opposed the deregulation policy and 
charged that it favoured speculative

guarding the integrity of market 
forces," but he said the low value of 
the Naira was "one of the funda­
mental factors which have further 
complica.ed the national economic 
crisis."

Qarifying the new policy last 
Wednesday, Dr. Kalu accused banks 
of mishandling the deregulation 
policy. Henceforth, the minister said, 
the pro-rata system of foreign ex­
changeallocation willbe abandoned 
in favour of an allocative system. 
This sounded suspiciously like the 
import-licence system of the pre- 
1986 days, so the minister added 
that the allocation will be made 
through some select banks and that 
the choice of these banks will be 
determined by "their own perform­
ance during the actual operations of 
the new measures." How? Central 
bank governor Mr. Paul Ogwuma, 
who was at the same conference, 
said CBN will consider degree of 
usage of foreign exchange alloca­
tion to the productive sector, vol­
ume of loans, deposits and share­
holders' funds, pretax profits and 
record of demand of foreign ex­
change by banks in the last six 
months, before it decides on the 
"chosen few" to handle the new 
policy.

sectors of the economy.
Having decided to fix the Naira 

exchange rate, the government fol­
lowed up on another key demand of 
the manufacturers and farmers, this 
time by fixing a ceiling on bank in­
terestrates. In his budget speech last 
Monday, General Abacha an­
nounced that interest rates on sav­
ings and deposits are now fixed a 112 
to 15 per cent, and lending rates are 
nowfixedat21 per cent "inclusive of 
all charges." This, Abacha said, was 
done because "with the existing 
interest rate regime, it has become 
clear that real producers were being 
penalised while peddlers of paper 
money, crafty manipulatorsand idle 
speculators were milking the econ­
omy dry." In other words, the tables 
were completely reversed in favour 
of manufacturers, farmers and the 
bureaucracy, all of whom prefer

I regulation and intervention.
At the same time, Abacha deliv- • 

ered a simultaneous blow below the 
bel t to black market foreign exchange 
traders, bankers and bureaux de 
change, and importers of motor 
vehicles. Within 24 hours of the 
budget speech, the Naira appreci­
ated on the Lagos black markets from 
48 to 35 to the US dollar. The Naira 
also rose from 68 to 52 to the pound 
sterling; from 23 to 18 to the Dutch 
guilder, and from 26 to 20 to the 
German mark. Citizen reporters saw 
many Nigerians, who had kept for­
eign currency in their homes, scram­
bling to unload them on the black 
markets at Yaba, Murtala Moham­
med Airport and Broad Street. Last 
Wednesday, the police in Lagos 
raided the black markets at Ikeja and 
made many arrests, but the hustlers 
who escaped soon returned and 
resumed frantic business.

Also unsettled by last week's 
events is the country's sprawling 
banking industry. Since the begin­
ning of SAP, the number of banks 
and finance houses in the country 
has grown in geometrical propor­
tions, and most of them made huge 
profits out of the high interest rates 
and speculation in dollars and 
po mds. Central bank governor Paul 
Ogwuma said last week that banks



David-West:

= Babangida: another legacy gone

Iso troubled by the new poli- ! 
. Z^k cies are car importers. Ac- 

«A. ^^cording to the finance min- 
' istcr, a 30 per cent import tariff is to 
I be imposed on imported vehicles 
j thaicostlcssthan200,000Nairaeach. 
i In this category will belong most of 
I the imported second-hand vehicles 
I popularly known as tokunbo. Simi- 
■ larly, a 100 per cent tariff was 
I slammed on all imported cars that

cost more than 600,000 Naira each, a 
category that in eludes the sleek fibre­
glass luxury cars of the SAP era. 
Local assembly plants were smiling 
doubly last week; a zeroimport duty 
was placed on imports of completely 
knocked down parts, or CKD*s.

Not everyone praised last week's 
budget. Former petroleum resources 
minister Professor Tam David-West 
said the 14 dollar per barrel oil price 
on which the budget is premised 
"may not be realisable," consider­
ing that Iraq may reenter the oil 
market this year and Kuwaiti pro­
duction may recover fully from war 
devastation.

Renown economist Professor 
Sam Aluko, who has long cam­
paigned fora fixed Naira value, said 
last week's announcement was the 
"beginning of a good programme," 
but he said the dollar rate of 22 Naira 
was still too high. Aluko suggested 
that by next year, the government 
should further appreciate the Naira 
to 15 to the dollar and continue on 
that course until parity is restored.

Can the Abacha regime adhere 
to this budget? Former World Health 
Organisation deputy director-gen-

• oral Professor Adeoye Lambo last 
week worried that it may not, while

> Chief Theophilus Iwajomo, former
> head of the Ondo State civil service, 

mused, "it is not the elegance of the 
arithmetic of a budget or beauty of 
the prose that is important, but the 
will to implement it." Dr. Tai So-

th3*

are part of ** 
torscaneas>ly^d3W 
might; last t an if nt
dsed the bud&. b sce*\l S3"'
that it depart3 tO pe

It remain5 of Pj pr35
fledgling rCg'ay 
Abacha can of

—official rn- ■—c======= 

.faerar«sto^ma7dr°Ve~

' 21°‘ a" ?anks own in \ 
, ^'ederegulatedenvironmcnt.Many I 
, were unable to pay the high interest \ 

rates promised to depositors and \ 
\ went under. Last week, though, fi- \ 

'• nance minister Kalu said "a con- I 
ccrtcd effort will be made by the \ 
regulatory authorities" this vear to I 

' "deal with defaults and distress in \ 
\ the financial system." I

, The new policy hit the bureaux ' 
I de change, not only below the belt, 

, but well outside the ring. At the 
1 Monia Bureau de Change in ]os last 
\ Wednesday, customers besieged the 
i manager, Jimi Adekanle, and 
\ wanted him to buy dollars at 46 

'■ Naira each, which he refused to do. 
; Prior to the budget speech, Monia 
I bought a dollar at 46 and sold it at 48 
1 Naira.Last week, Mr. Adekanle him- 
i self was looking for a way to sell his 
\ dollars. He had bought 2,000 dollars
i at 45 Naira each in December, 
I Adckanle told Citizen; if he sells it at 
. the current rate of 22 Naira, he w« 
I lose up to 46,000 Naira. Still, Mr. 
I Adckanle said last week that the \ new policies are for the good of the 

1 economy, although he said the co
of a dollar will remain high as lo g 

I as it is scarce.

Aluko: raise Naira some more

Citizen, January 17,199
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Adamu Wazirin Fika

A prophecy comes

choi

Citizen, January 17,1994

civil service in 1988 to protest those "reforms," spoke to Mahmud Jeea last ThurZXv 
regarding the new policy. Excerpts: 1

rom the start, there were no principles guiding 
the (1988 civil service) reforms. None at all. Go 
and look at President Babangida's 1988 budget 

speech, where he announced the reforms. In the speech, 
he complained that the 1987 federal budget recorded a 
deficit of 1.2 billion Naira and said there will be no extra- 
budgetary spending in 1988 and ministries should not 
make requests for funds outside the estimates. He then 
said, "After critically examining thesepolicy implemen­
tation issues," the government had decided to reform 
the service and make ministers both chief executives 
and accounting officers of their ministries, make the 
post of permanent secretary political so that the officer 
leaves with the government that appoints him, and 
professionalise each ministry so that an officer makes 
his career only in one ministry. Now, in what way were 
these policies the answer to the problem of budget defi­
cit? How can you blame civil servants for deficit spend- 
ing?

The previous administration could not in any way 
justify its criticism of the civil service because from day 
one, they created parallel structures which duplicated 
the functions of ministries and other agencies. Nor­
mally, when the government creates a new agency, it 
should only appoint the board or commission and the 
rest of the staff will be deployed from within the service 
or hired in accordance with service regulations. This 
was not what happened that time. Many agencies were 
being created in the presidency and they were hiring 
their own staff in any way they liked.

Most of those agencies created at that time duplicated 
the functions of ministries. Look at MAMSER. It was 
doing the work of the ministry of information. Okay, 
look at the National Population Commissipn. Popula­
tion census is the work of the ministry of internal affairs, 
normally. A census is supposed to be done every 10 
years. It is only then that you appoint a temporary 
census board, as was done in 1973, with a part-time 
chairman, Sir Adetokunbo Adcmola, and you then

deploy civil servants to the board for the duration of the 
census. Why do you need a permanent population 
commission?

You don't need a permanent National Electoral Com­
mission, either. Elections take place once in four years. 
Do you keep people sitting there and waiting for four 
years to organise an election? In a federation, there 
should be federal and sta te election commissions, formed 
during elections only. You don't even need a commis­
sion to organise a by-election, once the machinery is put 
in place.

The work of the Road Safety Commission is the work 
of the police. Give the money to the police and let them

In his budget speech last week, head of state General Sani Abacha complained about 
the size and productivity of the federal civil service and promised to review the 1988 

civil service reforms. Alhaji Adamu, Wazirin Fika, who resigned as head of the federal

-The I I
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r
I ‘w, they 

--------------  ---------' "ad no confi­
dence in the civil service, they created all these parallel

I agencies, their new agencies failed to perform, and thev 
turn around and blame the civil service. Even SAP it 
moved policy implementation from the civil service* to

I the banks and what happened? Corruption grew and 
’ became a monster. Even import licensing is better than 
; what you have now.

I efore the new reforms promised by Abacha can
B-^have any meaning, the government must tackle 

JLJthe issues of indiscipline and corruption. Even 
the dedicated civil servants who remained behind have 
joined the corruption spree. Today, anyone who joins 
the civil service is only thinking of what he will go and 
get. Unless tha tattirude is changed, noreform will work. 
If you like, you can even change the name of director- 
general back to permanent secretary and make him the

ic it- If police were doing ■' iL
would be no need for that agency. And if ^-ere
docg*«worKwakethenitodoit,B.stea?^ are not 

cmeragercy. me same thing applies to tbT^Shg 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency. It is .A.?;ational 

police. * «the
cm-'v to recruit their staff. You should^'au ton- 

agstcy auton ore otts unless it has an independ”'^ an 
rue base- Seme c: the azendes, such as the Cp2treVe' 
Democratic Studies, are just useless. Do 5“re for 
democracy in a school? Only communist count,tCach 
tl-aikindtf thing. Even theTCPC,itsworksh0UMtS do 
been doneby theminisiry of finance. You should hav° i 
ask the ministry of finance to divest itself of ownS'n'ply 
of all there companies. Wehadbefon? this the ind^1’?

have
agency ijKp

by the 
"""‘Stryofin. 
dustries. You I 
“id the work 
of Privatisa- 
donw-ascom- 
P’tcated be- 
cause of the 
need foreven 
spread of 
shares-who 
Lold you the 
TCPC suc­
ceeded in 
doing that?

| t Now, they 
no confi-

INTERVjl-

^gwiUchange.-nierea ’’
i^lce today who are no‘^e^y f-i W e* 

■^Uytrong.Mostcf%cy ,fice have

got ly berause ,hcy bl>c
tv. Crnrr|cnt shows determ ,

ngs Will improve. 4-inn
years,

The previous j^v-
c°uld not in any cjVi* 
*ts criticism of * jaX 00 ’ 

ice because fr° ,jel 
they created P3t\icated * ® 
tures which duP jes aI1 
functions of in*rlIjorma”^’ 
other agencies-^ crea^es 

" -Hd omy 
- co>: 
.f the Sth n 

withm

”uier agenciv..- .. 
when the govern<neou| 
a new agency, n » 

aPpoint the board , 
sion and the rest ol 
will be deployed fr°nl 

___ the seryi^^M,„ 
bccomevcryattractivctopcople Lc*’’i^'d only f°r *C 
cars. Haba/m the past, siren is resenehis arrival-But 
special guest toan occasion, to anno cVCn an a ..
today, even empty cars of govcrn° ,' They 
lance with no patient inside, will use s ffic jams. Art-
you that they use siren in order to bea solve pr0
I thought government officials are mea During
lems for the people, not for themse sC o£fjcial cars-1 
Gowon's regime, commissioners hac oc $tatcfor three 
was a commissioner in then North Easte
years. I was driving my own car. handoned the 

It is good that the government has a £Oyovved a 
policy of deregulation. For eight years#' .vesyou 
policy and things did not improve. If a do*. <■ b im_ 
the same medicine for eight years anc tuntilyou 
provement, are you going to continue ta mg1 sho'uld 
die and then stop? These Europeans who J Why is 
S^^^^Xr^and^ 
talk of rice and cars... why don't they just leave every 
thing to market forces? 

v4c^d$c.,dontstea1'
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By Tayo Odunlami and 
Moyo Akoshile

©SB
°PS Arthur Nzeribe from holding 3 £r. 

General Yar’adua’s own criticises its policies

r.ts a confer- 
. to determine 

its deci-

Yar'adua: let's talk politics

A and two Peugeot station wagons 
with registration number NPF 6765 
A and NPF 4539 A. The siege on the 
premises lasted through out the day 
as workers of the place were pre­
vented from entering their offices.

The reason, Citizen gathered was 
related to the federal government's 
reaction to General Yar'adua's press 
statements. Indications were that 
authorities were not happy with him I 
and reasoned that once the spectre is | 
allowed to continue, there would be 
no end to it.

Expectedly, Arthur Nzeribe 
complained of "double standards" 
on the part of government. What 

' then is the content of Nzeribe's 
aborted press conference? His aides 
disclosed that the press conference 
was being organised to explain an 
advert "The state of the nation; 
complex crisis, simple solution" 
earlier published in newspapers.

Indications last week was that 
government would beef up security 
in readiness for politicians who may 
violate the ban already placed on 
them. The police have therefore been 
put on alert to abort any act that may 
threaten the situation. This much 
was confirmed last week by Chief 
Nzeribe who said that "a top police 
officer" confided in him that press 
conferences have been banned from 
above.

government really wants < 
ence that would be free to c. 
its own agenda in taking 
sions and is so empowered tha 
decisions are binding on both ne 
governors and th^ governe , 
automatic appellation for sue, 
conference then is "sovereign, 
am in full support of a »vJ;re,S 
national conference" he said, w1 „ 
out any no-go areas whatsoever. 
Fears that such an all-embracing 
conference could lead to chaos^£? 
anarchy was,inhis view,unfounded. 
In fact, what could, to him, consti­
tute "the real problem may be the 
capacity of this administration to 
muster enough determination and 
develop the right temperament re­
quired to administer the conference 
in view of the expected robust de­
bate that may characterise such a 
conference."

The desire of the retired general 
I to see politics back in full steam very 

early was underlined by his propos­
als: he wants the sovereign national 
conference to take off not later than 
March 1, 1994 with three members 
elected from each senatorial district. 
Full electoral activities as defined 
and sanctioned by the conference 
held between June and December 
and a new civilian president in Aso 
Rock by January 1 next year.

Inanotherdevelopment,theNLJJ 
Light House was sealed up last week 
to prevent Chief Francis Arthur 
Nzeribe of the infamous Associa­
tion for a Bettor Nigeria from hold­
ing a press conference, similar to 
that of General Ya/adua. The 30- 
man operation led by an assistant 
commissioner of police was carried < 
out early in the morning when the < 
police arrived in four vehicles — <
two pick-up vans with registration 
number NPF 1266 A, and NPF 1143

- eneral Y ar’ adua’s
XVMk'V aS rc^rcd Major General 

vm Shehu Yafadua subtly 
u v preparing the grounds tor a re-entry into politics? The ques­

tion could not but agitate the minds 
of reporters as the former presiden­
tial candidate led a return of his old 
associates to parley with journalists 
in Lagos last week.

Included was Senator Chuba 
Okadigbo and Chief Dele Cole, a 
prominent figure in the general's 

I discussion team to Aso Rock with 
former President Ibrahim Babangida 

I on the interim national government 
1 as well as several other old faithfuls. 

But General Yafadua was quick to 
remove the strong political repre- 

| sentation evident there from his 
I mission to comment on burning is- 
; sues on the aftermath of the June 12 
i debacle and the military take over as 
’ a concerned Nigerian and a states- 
: man.

From the tone of his speech, it 
I was evident the general was impa- i 

tient with General Sani Abacha s I 
failure so far to articulate a clear I 
political agenda for the nation three I 
months after seizing power. He saw I 
the continued silence of government I 
on a programme of activities for a I 
new political dispensation as dis- I

General Yaf adua was apprehen- I 
siveof government's resolve to study I 
the submission of the conference | 
before releasing it to the public.

^ reflect the wish of the people. 

The forme presidential aspirant I The tormui „nr>nle's free-

ZKSS-'hsK I
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"I am not aware of the fact that ch°o-

nigeria
Anti-malaria

Curative or poisonous?
Nigerians shun chloroquine-based anti-malaria tablets 

for fear of infertility

can cause infertility.
"Any drug that can cause infer­

tility should be able to cause abor­
tion,butwerecommend these drugs 
for pregnant women".

At the Eko Hospital, Ikeja Lagos, 
Dr. Oladiran Ayodeji, a senior con­
sultant obstetrician and gynaecolo­
gist differentiate between those an ti- 
malana drugs thathavechloroquine 
as the active ingredients and those 
that have other active ingredients 
like proguanil, daspsons, meflo­
quine and others. This he said does 
not give a basis for generalisation.

Shedding light on the probable 
origin of the "infertility" rumour. 
Dr. Ayodeji told Citizen, a labora­
tory test was carried out on rabbits 
with high dosage of cholorquine and 
it was discovered that the sperm 
produced by the rabbits at the point 
in time was watery". Apart from the 
fact that the dosage of chloroquine 
involved in this experiment is far 
higher than what the ordinary per­
son will take, Dr. Ayodeji further 
told Citizen, "laboratory evidence 
should be separated from ordinary 
everyday experience". On whether 
the long-run effect of the drugs on 
human beings can result in this 
problem, the senior consultant said, 
"That will depend on how long it is 
used and how much". Explaining 
the basis for the experiment on rab­
bits, the doctor said, "Where this 
fact was experimented the idea was 
maybe it could be our own male 
contraceptive, but we are still light 
years away from that."

It is apparent that those crying 
wolf over the issue do not under­
stand the clinical definition of infer­
tility. Said Dr. Ayodeji, "When a 
couple is said to be infertile, we mean 
that their chances <'

Tafida: quine hoax 
pregnancy is reduced compared 
with normal couple. That is differ­
ent from when we say a person is 
sterile, a condition that may result 
from lack of ovary in a woman and 
lack of testis in a man." Explaining 
further the problem of infertility, the 
doctor said: "In the man, the main 
problem of infertility is associated 
with low sperm count, that is below 
about 20 million per millilitre while 
infections that affect the testis or 
accidents resulting in torsion can 
also cause infertility in man". In 
women, the causes are many. Ex­
plained Dr. Ayodeji: "We have to 
think about egg release, but the 
commonest cause of infertility in 
women is blocked tubes, probably 
caused by infections of the pelvis." 

The second common cause in 
women is what we call enovulation 
that is, inability of the ovary to re­
lease eggs every month." However, 
since infertility could be regarded as 
temporary, Dr. Ayodeji said, there is 
virtually no case of infertility that 
cannot be cured. "It is virtually 
impossible not to achieve a result if 
one tries hard," he asserted.

Dr. Ayodeji collaborated Dr. 
Ebohon's stand on the administra­
tion of chloroquine-based anti-ma­
laria drugs on pregnant women. Said 

----------  . he, "Pregnant women can take anti- 
of achieving a malaria tablets. In some hospitals

(C^] cgunDawoduisa 14yearold of Best Hope Hospital, Mu shin Lago; 
secondary school studentliv- "r--------‘" “r:
ing with his parents in An- roquine-based anti-malaria drugs 

thony Village, Lagos. Knocked down ------------j-r-uuu.
by malaria after a hectic term in 
school, the teenager bluntly refused 
a popular chloroquine-based anti­
malaria tablet givenIhim by his 
mother. Hisreason: "My friends told 
mo in school that it causes infertil­
ity." Inside a moluc bus, ploughing 
its way from Obalcnde to Oshodi, a 
passenger, while trying to pay the 
conductor, brought out a packetofa 
popular anti-malaria tablets. The 
man sitting next to him was quick to 
ask, "you wan do family planning?"

While the views express total ig­
norance, others like John Kalu, a bus 
conductor told Citizen, "I don't even 
use tablets, at all, I drink herbs, so I 
am notbothered about side-effects." 
On the other hand, Mr. Ade Eyinafe, 
a civil servant in the employment of 
Lagos State government said; "Be­
cause of the itching allergy associ­
ated with chloroquine-based anti­
malaria drugs, I don't use them, but 
* am not aware of infertility as being 
one of the side effects."

Professional opinion sought by 
Citizen, revealed however that the 
noise about infertility is a hype. At 
the federal ministry of health, La­
gos, Dr. (Mrs) Olorunda, assistant 
director of immunisation and con­
trol of yellow fever, described the 
anti-malaria drug-phobia as un­
founded. In her words: "From my 
experience, there is nothing wrong 
with the drugs. In my 10 years in the 
hospital, it was only one pa tient who 
madd such a complaint." She con­
cluded; "It will look very unscien­
tific to arrive at such a conclusion 
and call for the ban of the drugs." 
Medical doctors, whom Citizen 
spoke with also expressed opinion 
similar to Olorunda's.

According to Dr. Ebohon Michael

Citizen, January 17,1994
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to mark his 89th birthday
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Zik
in colours

Elder statesman, Dr. Nnnamdi Azikiwe was again 
immortalised when a gallery of paintings was unveiled

Zik: lives on 
hovered around the exhibition hall 
through his personal physician, 
Professor Onuora Ekpechi who he 
sent to represent him. Unveiling the 
paintings on behalf of Zik, Professor 
Ekpechi noted: "Dr. Azikiwe is 
happy to accept this honour but 
would want to go on record that his 
contributions to the welfare of the 
black race was as a member of a mo­
tivated team whose constituency 
transcends ethnic boundaries, Ibo, 
Timni, Ga, Hausa, Monde, Yoruba 
and Edo".

Later, Professor Ekpechi told 
Citizen that "some of the works on 
display were very good attempts on 
Zik" while earlier Jerry Gana, infor­
mation minister had described the 
work as "a tremendous work of art".

Buoyed by these pleasant re­
marks Frank Okoye of Frank Woopet 
Inc. hinted to the audience that the 
"painting exhibition will eventually 
become an annual affair."

By Tony Oko 
in Enugu

izn PSI he Owelle of Onitsha, Dr. 
F I 1 Nnnamdi Azikiwe, nation-
J L alist and first president of 

independent Nigeria still being 
immortalised while still on this side 
of the planet.

Words may have been exhausted 
in recording the political exploits of 
the Owelle, as Frank Woopet Inc., an 
indigenous firm based in Lagos de­
cided towrite the story of the "Great 
Zik" with oil-paints on plywood. 
The paintings, 39 in number, 
spanned a period of 44 years. In 
glisteningcolours, they depicted the 
political pains, travails, hardness, 
faithfulness and joys of the living 
legend. The deft brush strokes of the 
painter ensured a reflection of the 
various moods of Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe.

Proceeds realised from each of 
the paintings whose minimum cost 
of purchase by the public is 50,000.00 
Naira, according to the organisers 
will be used to beautify the round­
about by Zik's house at Onitsha into 
a pleasant landmark. Said Frank 
Okoye, president of Frank Woopet 
Inc, at the exhibition: "Plans have 
been concluded to invest a good 
percentage of funds generated at 
these exhibition into developing an 
ultra-modem park in front of Zik's 
house".

According to him: 'The estimated 
cost of the project will gulp about 18 
million Naira and shall have open- 
air sitting arrangements with facili­
ties such as recreational,cateringand 
an auditorium".

The exhibition attracted a good 
number of personalities within and 
outside Nigeria including Jerry 
Gana, the information minister who 
was the guest of honour. Though 
Zik did not attend the exhibition his 
aura and charisma, nevertheless

g>ven chlOT^uihnOSp‘.tals' “'ey are 
eradicate the m ?a^firstvisitjustto 
hefwe they star in them
bo"-However thc“- prophylac- 
« not for also '„ “Kgh t sign al 
in early W(, nh-malaria drugs 
Dr AyodK"cy' According 
laria drugs'sh^”CnC"'CTanH‘nia- 
earlvprXan “U]dno,beused in 
not because they have
“I wouldn't u sefaTsid ,eXample'
quinine for ' dar'alavarand 
nancy,” headv^dS *n 

4".^ar • health colon, b expert and a 
newspaper the'5' 'n t'hC Cu"dian 
'vi“’intKve"r'f7maIaba is 
rian. She told cach of every Nige- 
clinic "Rrvi- ^~lilzen at her Ikeja 
'Ewedu- roots drinkJnS freely 
prevents ™rCS and as "’ell 
in Ibo, Ea-edu (Y 3 '5a'lcd 'Sahara 
vegetableused^ ‘SaC°mmon 
vegetable « ‘he PreParation of
egwable soup ln the country. The 

ev^ hXePCFr,fUrthCr,OldC"Km,hat 
e'en lhe Europeans who are the 
onginators of synthetic drugs are 
realised f™m thcm having 
adde^m °f herb-v She 
five M Th° hCTbs are very effec- 
when <LXample' cashc'v leaves 
induced^, fOT malaria treatment 
XaHn ^P and aids fre^ent 
unnahOnboth of which are neces- 
«ry for curing malaria" Kafaru fur- 
akenCXfP l.nCd that herbs can be 

taken frcejy withouf th(? fcar of 
overdose, or side effects.
herhs™^ 5ynthc,ic drugs and 
the „1\ma ana- described as one of 
'he oldest diseases known to man,

a may require
of control and eradica- 

tion On the prospect of developing 
a Yacane for the ailment, Dr. Avo- 
isstiU £ Pr°spccts arc bright/'It 
mod "^’Wd/’hesa.d.Forthe 
medteal officer however, the use of 
mosqmto nets and strict observa- 

of basic hygiene within the 
environment especially the drain­
age system are basic solutions to the 
malaria scourge.

By Akinyele Aluko with addi­
tional reports from Samson Ojo
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Familiarity, they say, breeds 
contempt. With Citizen, it is 
different. With us familiarity 
breeds content as our read­
ers and advertisers all these 
years will testify.
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ina Faso is a different case. The tran- 
sition was done by the wish of the 
leaders, as in Cote d'Ivoire, without

I

• is .w.i and
• ■: meeds

tossed- On the other hand,.* 
„ . . .. r.-.r. er- that has its
program / • oy another institution,

I generally the existing government, 
\ has limited autonomy.

The status of the existing leaders
One of the fundamental issues, 

on which the success of transition 
depends, is the status of the existing 
leaders, and especially the head of 
state at the time the transition be­
gan. The solution used by Mali, as 

| was seen involved overthrowing the 
[existing government and replacing

The spread of the national confer­
ence
ypn addition to Benin and Mali, 
IJ the national conference was 

JJ^used as a way of attaining a 
democratic transition in Gabon and 
Congo. The same has happened, or 
is happening in three other coun-

• . a democratic tran - 
x-ur-C®5, as well as

• oerur and Mali .
. .. < a nor-. On the 

tne reguiat-

Serial begun in our edition
eat ing would then be ?iiarantee I 

there would still be n -g why 
that they would leave. tesho^“ 

i- the status of the head ot s ^tain
be examined, case by cas • _ry to 
cases, it will not be neC caseS, 
accord immunity; in othe 
immunity can be accorded

’ /■-»•- _ cr>prified tim 
ram ciuis, «acV
Controversial points: legu*** 

and efficiencyThe problem of legi W113 
the national conference raises 
addressed on two levels. 1 ' 
means that the members of the I
ference have no mandate and ar 
not representative of the nation 
wishes at the time of the conference, 
since the people have not yet chosen 
their representatives. This is espe­
cially a problem for the conference 
that has full autonomy. In order to 
find a theoretical foundation forsuch 
a conference, one has to turn to the 
notion of retroactive legitimacy. This 
means that the elections that take 
place at the end of the transition 
period, in effect, not only legitimate 
the new representatives of the na­
tion, but also, in retrospect, legiti­

mise the transition bodies.
The other problem concerns the 

legitimacy of the acts passed by the 
national conference. To understand 
the theoretical and practical impor­
tance of this question, one must 
remember that political decisions 
made by legitimate authorities are | 
only effective when they have been 
translated into legal documents. For 
example, when a head of state takes 
the political decision to help minori­
ties in the nation, this decision is 
only effective when legal action is 
taken to pu t i t in to action. Therefore, 
it is not enough for the national 
conference, no matter what legiti­
macy it has, to simply make political 
decisions; the political decisions then 
have to be made legal by the transi-
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By 
[_ Jacques Martel Nzouankeu 

it with a transition body. Paradoxi- 
cally, it is the clearest and most logi­
cs solution with the most coherent 
results. However, it is not a desir-

I ... . able solution because it involves I (rtr a spedhea
I tries: Togo, Niger and Zaire. Burk- \ bloodshed. It is a result of an armed tain acts' „oints: legitim 1 

confrontation between the support- I 
ers of the system and the propo­
nents of a new system. If this con-

a national conference, but the gov- | frontation is not very brief (in Mali it 
err—ent then convened a "National I lasted only three days), it could turn 
“ itianor Foram which does ' into a civil war, with the possibility 

have accomplished its of the existing system retaining 
power and taking advantage of the 
situation to enforce a dictatorship.

If it was possible to change re­
gimes without bloodshed, as was 
the case in Tunisia (where the old 
pjehdent Bourguiba was over- 

T’.y:r. by his prime minister, who 
ethenewhead of state), Mali's

.-.on would be the best, because 
al. s wed for a transition without 
deashing popular sentiments.
Benin's solution, therefore, re- 

mains the best. It is based on two 
principles: to include the govern­
ment in the democratic transition I 
and to protect the head of state from 
any repercussions for his past lead- 

I ership.
The first principle does not raise 

many problems and should even be 
encouraged. Keeping the govern­
ment away from the process should 
be avoided, as was the case in Togo, 
Congo and Zaire. It should be al­
lowed to participate in the elections 
and to learn to accept the election 
results.The second principle is more 
difficult to apply and is full of risks 
for democracy and human rights. If 
the heads of state know that they 
would not be judged and punished

I for anything that they do while in 
power, they could very easily abuse

I their power. The price for their lea v-
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nia. We excerpted it from Issue: A Jour­
nal of Opinion.

changing the single-party regime b 
replacing it with a system of plura 
democracy. Despite the changes ii 
Africa, there is still a real possibility 
of returning to single-party regimes. 

-awn wiu. *v6-------------------- •" this context, the national confer-
itional conferences in the transi- I cnee can play the very important role 

to democracy in Africa? To ' safeguard. For this reason, the na- 
ver this questioupnemustfirst 

;part from the premise that if 
,’tional conferences were deemed 

-y, it was because of the 
of the one-party system.

on

ave the national confer 
cnccsachieved thejrg

__ Have they

dctcr'
efficiency of this,,nf^o I inthc system in the form of military 

°n-Obviously, it is too early o ^d'etats. From time to time, the
iti^^^^XX'ing military took power, either to keep

it^r to return it to aviltan hands. 
But the nature of the regime re­
mained the same. They were still 
single-party regimes or r“*

I without political parties. -----
changed were thepeoplein charge. 
Power was taken by force because 
people realised that it could not be

■ obtained democratically. It was 
taken not in order to change the 
regime (even though this was 
stressed in the political speeches), 
but in order also to benefit from 
power. This is the basic explana­
tion for failed or successful coups: 
not to allow one person to benefit 
from power for life; to force him to 
give it to others,"so that they and 
their friends and relatives could 
also benefit.

The national conference, there-

y7 / / tion bodies.
The answer 

/ 'hP , s Question is also different for 
/ <^° types of national confer- 
/ S'tbose with full autonomy, and
/ With limited autonomy. In the
/ ^63f kdS<?/ the conference is a body i 
/ S broken all links with the / 
/ ^institutions. Existingpoliti-
j ^ain Q°ry has been unable to ex- / 

C°hie Satisfactorily how law can / 
^°Ui>L^ro/n such a group, even / 

< this question has been m uch / 
sfyp 5 in research on the relation- / 

QQtWcen revolutions and the / 
°hC(? ' the other hand, the confer- /

• Orrned by an organ of the / 
of ISa tegal body and the legal- / 

able. 1 s dQcisions is unquestion- /

^swers to Vhese questions dc^ | 
lne the efficiency of ^1S’ . zj0 

hon. nu,,,__ 1.. jfr u tno early to o
r/!0valuationofthisinstitunui.-->- 
Uls SHU in the process of happening 
"n many countries. We can draw 
Only two lessons, one positive and 
°ne reserved, from thecases of Benin 
■md Mali, as well as Congo, where 
me transition has recently ended.

The positive point is that t e 
Rational conferences played a de- 
hni ti ve role in changing single-party 
regimes in to mul tiparty ones, wi th a 
v*evv to real democratic change and 
n°t only toward multiparty systems 
as ends in themselves. However, 
there are also certain reservations. 
There is a risk of returning to single­
party systems regimes. This risk 
takes several forms: the persistence

I °f dominant parties following elec­
tions organised by national confer­
ences; the phenomenon of national 
unity governments or consensus 
governments, which only include 
opposition members in the govern­
ment in order to maintain the peace. 
These practices endanger the prin­
ciple of a plural democratic major-

of safeguard. For this reason, the na­
tional conference should be institu­
tionalised as mechanism for demo­
cratic transitions.
Term limits

This i dea of ins ti tu tion a lisa tion can 
be applied in the following way. Most 
of the new constitutions limit a presi­
dent to two terms. They are usually 
two terms of four or five years and 
sometimes of seven years. This way, 
the same person cannot rule for more 
than two terms. This is a way of en­
suring "altemance," by forcing a 

1 change of head of state after a deter­
mined time period.

To reinforce this mechanism, as 
well as to avoid the possibility of 
certain governments undermining it, 
it should be set that a national confer­
ence be convened at the end of the 
second term. The outgoing president 
would be the best person to organise 
the transition since he would not be 
eligible for the election. This confer­
ence would allow for the evaluation 
of the outgoing government and new 

vere still proposals, in other words, a chance 
regimes for the different vital forces to partici- 
s. What Pate and share their opinions. The 

conference, however, would have to 
be organised in a way that would not 
turn into a tribunal, so that it would 
remain open to constructive criticism 
for the improvement of the system. A 
great, open debate organised every 
10 or 14 years would avoid the build­
up of rcsen tmen t a n d fr u s tra ti on wi th 
the system. It would also be the meas­
ure of real democratic change.

Jacques Mariel Nzouankeu is profes­
sor of law and economics at Cheikh Anta 
Diop University, Dakar, and director of 
the Center for Study and Research on 
Plural Democracy in the Third World 

' (CERDET). This article was translated 
fore, must be placed in this context, I original French by Cynthia
and it is doubly creditable: for per- [ ^nMawr College, Pensylva-
mitting the change of political fig- . ............ **
ures as did the coups, but also for

Tny, which is the only alternative to 
/ the single-party regime.
/ Lessons
/ Reflecting on the cases of Benin
/ and Mali, what lessons can be 
/ dra wn with regard to the future of
I nat..
1 tion
1 answer: 
| depai

nat— 
necessary, 
failure c.' .
Africa had placed much hope 
the single-party regime because it I 
was seen as closest to the tradi- I 
tionalsocialstructureoftheconti- I 
nent. It soon became evident that I this<was a rigid system, whereas it / 
had been hoped that it would be I 
dynamic. It did not allow for any I 
political alternation, not even 
within the ruling party. It did not 
allow for the renewal of political 
figures. Itwas thesamepeople who 
governed, such that it became a 
way for heads of state to remain in 
power for life.

Thisiswhatledtothefirstbreach
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The desire of 
northern leaders 
to retain formal 

power has become 
definitely detri­
mental to the in­

terests of the 
northern masses

Vve fear? It 
north on 

12

arc more dependent on foreign 
change than the rural arid waste­
lands of the north. In any case, what 
is a big Lagos factory or a towering 
bank headquarters without their 
nation-wide markets and branch 
networks? The situation of the Igbo 
nation is probably more precarious, 
if those industrious traders do not 
have a national market.

The only communities that might 
see themselves as potential benefi-

By
L----- _ Mahmud Jega________

warnings, and foreign exchange is 
enheal to the health of a neocolonial 
eonomy, and there is at present no 

anywhere in the north.
., ut nor/ come to think of it, is 
T any oil in Yorubaland or in 
8 oland. Almost all of Nigeria 

stands to lose from a break-up. Never 
the posturing. The vaunted 

eveloped industries and infras­
tructural facilities" of the south-west

claries of a b del»' expan?hree 
minorities o tbritoria' gig \rtic 
the size and ter the yem 
potential pea^ thc u” d pe

also mean the red , rica. btnot
ries all over Wes A^erS °°®eOple,

Therefore, nor As a P 
fear for any confer ur ovvn s the 
we must plan 1° N-jceria- ujeC- with or without a the ^en
first task is to dc“*"ople an",teCt- 
tive interest of oU Ps for pW workout the procedure^ f th
ing it. The objecnv ^i 
northern masses sperity 
safety, economic P )ntTaryt0 
social advancemen tberne '
current posture of t tccted an
these interests can Phen6^ o
advanced without t Q pock &s
northerner residing 
theheadofstate.Infa^^^ forrnal 
northern leaders to r. -tc]y deb”*" 
power has become de i north­
mental to the interests of th*

ern masses. , . nego-The presidency should be ng a 
tiated away. No need r jn 
united Nigeria, the north has 
assets thatno constitutions 
ment can take away, s^ch^' doe5 
large numbers of people. 
not, however, mean that an 
erner must be president eca 
there are so many northerners. 1 
is pure elite opportunism. At any 
one time, our primary concern must 
be how to ensure peaceful coexis­
tence and overepme our economic, 
educational and infrastructural 
handicaps. Our task is to realise this 
objective without regard to the na­
ture of constitutions or the regional 
origin of presidents.

aPProachthatHtbdc as

Mng' dgC.’ha,-on S1 ‘he 
the4ncoym?;th^:*e ;aw°f 
lntHerum e a^raid of

cal Power aT at loast to w?l° 'Vlnd 
Hriansa"dSfr°Wn°nhe‘P0U1li- 

F'ne. butwg,ors- npoli-
! Pvr°VedPOSsihi ySh°Uldv- 

‘hedafSertoPutth'o 
em2becausa°&in8 - 
by a nCralannulleda5,lhala north-

that a north Even if We 
HHte1meansnorth^rnerashcad°f 
bhcalpower,well ™con,r°l of po- 
"°‘ the only avai'lab 'hCal Poweris 
Ead in national 6 value t0 be 
Lasswelllistedinl£ . Harold 
W110 gels what wh C assicP°lilics: 
other value? n^nandhow-,w° 
saf0ty, to be had in6 y,.lncome and

I Pointed out that the? 'HCS' Hc als0

I ‘O make the case. pportunity

' thene?ynOrlhCrnCrSalSOfe^ 
' thu? UH^kysomepeoplcmeans
I hatfthecountrymaybreakupatthe 
j conference, and they fear the conse- 
j quences of this on our economic 
i health, since we have no oil and no 
I sca coast- Okay, these concerns are 
I r<?al,sinceoil nowaccountsformore 

than 90 per cent of foreign exchange

-discourse

® and
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headquarters of the council. Although the plot was allo­
cated sometime ago the council has finally decided to 
develop it. The complex will have administrative of­
fices, lodging for visiting officials, a nursery and shops 
for rent. Development will be in phases and the first 
phase is nearing completion.
The council has been playing an active part in women's 

issues at the international level. This year.it will consoli­
date it by nominating one of its past presidents, Mrs. 
Ifeanyi Nzeako to contest for the presidency of the 
International Council of Women (ICW) at the trienial 
convention scheduled for Paris in June 1994.1 am calling 
on women associations to give moral support to the 
contestant whose success in the election will make her 
the first African to clinch the post.
Citizen: Arc there specific projects that you plan to 
initiate or complete?
Dogonyaro: NCWS has many affiliate organisations 
under it and there are various interests to cater for in the 
process of improving the lot of women. We have started 
an effective networking with various Non-Governmen­
tal Organisations, NGOs and also governmental organi­
sations like the National Directorate of Employment, 
NDE. We invited them to brief us on their self-reliance 
projects and how women can maximise the benefit 
accruing from them. Various embassies are also linking 
us with NGOs in their countries for the global and re­
gional networking. They supply us with information on 
workshops, training programmes, and the NGOs in 
their countries cooperate with us in supervising joint de­
velopment projects. Several projects in family health 
services jointly sponsored by the federal government 
and NGOs in the United States are on in many states

II

interview

A ©aBl to duty — Laila Dogonyaro
President of the National Council of 

Women Societies bares her mind on con­
temporary issues.

-yy ajiya Laila Dogonyaro, 49 and mother of six
LJ is a newsmaker. Her involvement with the 

J g Jam'iyyarMatan Arewa for decades and the 
National Council of Women Societies, NCWS as presi­
dent of Kaduna State chapter drew the limeUg|it to 
her. Witt- a bubbling interest in humanitarian activi­
ties, Hajiya Laila has initiated a rehabilitation scheme 
for street children into schools, and income generating 
activities for women, youth and underprivileged 
people. When she contested for the presidency of the 
NCWS last April, victory virtually fell on her laps. She 
scored 468 votes against the 242 for her opponent. She 
anchored her campaign on the need to "prepare Nige­
rian women for the challenges of the year 2000, to 
enable them achieve their goals, dispel their fears and 
inhibitions while coming to terms with the present 
cultural realities." When Citizen caught Hajiya Laila at 
her home in Kaduna, she talked at length oh the status 
of women, her assignment since she assumed office, 
her plans for the council and a wide range of issues. 
Although she was battling with a bout of catarrh, those 
competing for her attention were many on that Wed­
nesday morning as she sat for the interview. They 
included endless telephone callers, the secretarial 
staff, hand delivered invitations to attend community 
events, NCWS visitors from a neighbouring state, and 
a woman who came to lodge a complaint of sexual har­
assment at work. From one diversion to the other, 
Hajiya Laila maintained a friendly disposition, a per­
fect picture of a public figure who has devised her own 
strategy of coping with over-activity and executive 
stress. Excerpts.
Citizen: What were the first assignments you undertook 
on assumption of duty as NCWS president?
Dogonyaro: The first task I set for myself was a na­
tionwide tour of the country. It provided that vital 
opportunity to thank the members for their cooperation 
during the election, to assess the projects undertaken in 
all the 30 states and listen to the people's problems. In 
short, that assignment was a fact finding and thank you 
tour. As soon as I finished with that, my attention shifted 
to organising elections in all the states, which is the 
tradition after every convention. The states have con­
cluded their elections.

Administration of the headquarters was also a priority 
in the first few days after I assumed duty. Repair of 
grounded vehicles and offices were effected. Work has 
now reached an advanced stage at the Abuja national

year.it
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lieutenant colo- '' * --------- " t waSnOt
nels, colonels and even bri gad iers-gcncral ye^ nC<j be- 
seen fit to appoint even one. Perhaps this now
cause these women did not lobby for it- wc -sSjOners 
waiting to see what will happen when coIVr?t-y to gfit 
are appointed. It is sad that people have to loO 
appointment and now that lobbying seems to tj 
teria, the women should also lobby since they a* '?|fleSS 
fied and haveammense determination to ren er 
service. .
Citizen: The assumption here is that they can lob V 
get what merit did not cam them? d r_
Dogonyaro: The issues at stake must not be misun 
stood. Women proved their mettle in the past w e 
few of them got appointed as local government so 
administrators. They worked hard and contributed 
immensely to the development of their country. Women 
are known to be honest so what else do you need to turn 
the local governments around? Our society will witness 
a new era of growth and stability if at least 30 to 40 per 
cent of the local government sole administrators are 
women. I am, however, opposed to the practice of token­
ism that seems to have taken root in the appointment of 
women. For example you discover that when appoint- 
ment is being made in a 30 member body women are

Citizen^ January 17^ 1994

secretaries of state in the transition
administration has also followed suit .ajj O |
mentof Mrs Ada Adoga and Mrs. ^cdl tzop11 p I 
ministers of state in the ministries of
establihment and service matters. In the ,ster>3 , r>3' 
lic women made their debut on the nd Ajd1’'
with the appointment of Mrs. Ebun V Jaff gys 
tional planning minister. Two others, M ' ^in’5 aCtd- 
nnade and Mrs. Elizabeth Evase were ais 
state. In terms of ministerial appointment, .
ally did bettor in a civilian regime. zy//? 
Citizen: But aren't there other lower pr ' 
ntents where women could be cffective!°\ocd and 
Dogonyaro: Yes there are many. Take thet stra1*^
ments. The third tier of government is in corrdP 
needs lobe rescued from maladministration q( th . 
and profligacy that have been plaguing and te v to 
Women should come to the rescue. Tn 
women abound who should be given an opP 
serve as local 
government sole 
administrators. 
Apart from the 
local govern­
ment, women 
should have fea­
tured among the 
newly appointed 
military admin­
istrators. There 
are many ca­
pable women in 
the army who are 
lieutenant colo-

K1 ?Shjla. WpPalients a7n olved^ UCt,ve health, 
birth. VVF a defo”? fhtted wfth,! pr<W for the 
Citizen.. Hou ,ty tha‘ Oco Vesi“ Vari!
toomen?”°W Wot,Id yOli CCUrs during child.

nor the nri? 1S don>od th ng l° serve th- profGssi°nals 
arc «^de!?- Nei‘h« the bu‘

self reliance Th<>W?'<lr'8 hard to ° Various women’s 
confidence obstacle “ to Promote the , 

any attempt to inf ° eniand their rich?™ then'selves.

“,Wb’
T1 iS a very seri '^y become docile.

not be utilised Of °PP°rtunitiosabn °tO lcthargy

‘he upliftment °fnedt?mand them Soft?” °Ven know

l u°gonyaro: There has h»
i m the education of women" On"* rQniarkable Progress 

g'rls are now resisting ahemnVfactor*‘‘hat
I remove them from sch»"an?P lhcir P^ents to 
I is delightful to have more ^mt!? th°m °ff Whil<? 11 
i atesand other professionals th? "'°men- fhe8radu- 
| worry- Many female gradnat re ls stl" some cause for 
! Some of them do no? wn t 'V'0 Stil1 underutilised.
| sources spent on training them! " SUbstantia! re- 
| Orizen, How will you assess those -n

V mtofXl A n t0 lsnorc Women when making

-‘■r skills ar-.„ 
'“er for it 
°s the F--: ■
Reeled io"o 

n°‘Patronis<.d
various

confront is
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of these is the Federation of Women Lawyers, FIDA. It 
can do a lot to help women who are victims of injustice | 
and those who are denied justice because they cannot 
afford to pay for the services of a lawyer. I visited the 
Kaduna prisons recently where I saw a female prisoner 
who had been there for 19 years. The woman was away 
when her husband brought his mistress to her room and 
on her arrival, a fight ensued between the two women. 
They both stabbed each other and were rushed to the 
hospital but the mistress died later. The woman was 
then charged to court for murder and subsequently 
sentenced to death. Because that woman had no money 
to hire a Senior Advocate of Nigeria as her lawyer, there 
was nobody to 
defend her by cit­
ing the fact thatshe 
was provoked and 
that she acted in 
self defence. The 
mistress could 
have stabbed her 
fatally and it would 
havebeen the other 
way round. I just 
thought I should 
cite this example 
although it should 
not be interpreted 
to mean that one 
supports violence
or condones manslaughter. However, other cases of in­
justices abound where FIDA could render useful serv­
ices such as campaigning against humiliating tradi­
tional widowhood practicesand unjust inheritance laws 
in certain parts of the country. Among some ethnic 
groups, when a woman loses her husband she is forced 
to observe oppressive widowhood rites and the hus­
band's relations take over the estate of the bereaved. 
Some even go as far as removing household goods and 
stripping the home of anything useful although the 
couple jointly worked and saved to acquire these pos­
sessions. Our sisters in the south are often subjected to 
such oppression but even where Islamic law has speci­
fied the woman's share from the estate of her spouse, 
people sometimes exploit women's ignorance and cheat 
them in the allocation of their rightful share. FIDA 
should mount a campaign against these injustices and 
also provide legal counselling services to these women 
who might need them.
Citizen: The quality of education is on the decline what 
is the NCWS doing to pressurise the society into ad­
dressing this issue?
Dogonyaro: We as mothers are concerned about the 
decline in the standard of education given to our chil­
dren. The ASUU strike which crippled our universities 
for almost six months visited great havoc to an already 
bad situation. The council was really disturbed that both

interview
forgotten until 28 men have been appointed. Then sud­
denly someone will remember Nigerian women. They 
then start asking "where can we get two women to add 
to this list?" Anybody around would then give them the 
names of any two women just to fill the two positions. 
In the hurry to fill the two vacancies, care is not taken to 
reflect merit and those appointed then turn out to be the 
least qualified to occupy that position. We are against 
these "after thought appointments" given the popula­
tion of women in this country, there is need fora change. 
Citizen: What is the NCWS doing to improve income 
generation among women?
Dogonyaro: The key factor here is to disseminate infor­
mation to women on the ways they can organise and 
help themselves. Information on income generating 
activities of NGOs and government donor agencies 
should be supplied to women. And when they know 
about the facilities available, these women will get in­
volved and subsequently benefit from them. The coun­
cil is now working on the reorientation of several women 
associations on the need to incorporate income genera­
tion projects in their activities. The sky is the limit in this 
sector because there is so much to offer. To cite a few, 
batik production, poultry, soap, groundnut oil, and 
crafts.

ZX fter teaching women these skills, the next step 
/is to provide the women with credit facilities.

\ The local government committees for the im­
provement of women's economic activities ought to 
play a relevant role and so should the NDE, and Peoples' 
Bank. I tried this method in my local community, the 
Garki Local Government of Jigawa State where I helped 
the women to learn a trade and get credit. It was quite 
beneficial and they have fully paid back the loans granted 
them. Information dissemination at all levels, from ward 
to local government and state is necessary if women 
must benefit from available credit because many are not 
aware of them. For example, many believe that you have 
to know people in the banks before you can get credit. To 
cite another example immigration officials sometimes 
demand husbands' or parents' consent before issuing 
passports to women whereas that is not included in the 
requirements applicants must meet.
Citizen: Media involvement in this is vital.
Dogonyaro: Indeed it is imperative to involve them but 
many of the media organisations do not consider infor­
mation that is useful to women and women's achieve­
ments as a priority. Instead they focus on the negative 
portrayal of women in their media. The Nigeria Associa­
tion of Media Women, NAWM, Nigeria Association of 
Women Journalists (NAWOJ) and the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) should take up the challenge.
Citizen:Does the NCWS make efforts to reaching out to 
them?
Dogonyaro: Yes, and we are also networking with sev­
eral groups and professional associations that can help 
us achieve our goals in all areas of common interest. One the government and ASUU did little to end thatdebili-

Citizen, January 17,1994
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dd to this the book drought, poor laboratory I 
jUsk facilities, overcrowding in hostels, drug abuse, I 

insecurity due to the activities of secret cults I 
and the pathetic state of our universities will begin to | 
emerge. The secondary and primary schools, these vital 

I institutions are worst. Pupils sit under trees or on the 
I floor of dilapidated buildings to take their lessons. 
1 Absenteeism among teachers also encourages truancy. 

Sometimes the teachers do not turn up for a whole day 
I because they had gone elsewhere to find means of 
I making ends meet since school teachers go several 
I months without salary. So what we get at all levels of our 
I --- 1 ------

- *strike. The indifference arose because the rich can
°rd to send their children to schools abroad and the *__ AG**'a**'

, ^hirers are not helping matters either. We have news . i wept ror our society, ‘ aBd stu ^ti 0 
\ ^lecturers who are now exploiting the rush to meet the I unborn. The hostels were a ' ^4
\ Tequirement for this academic year to produce lecture 1 floor, the kitchen was a 0 ?JerS and 
\ notes for sale to students at 50 Naira per copy. With the I were no classrooms, no All thc 
I ec°nomic hardship facing most parents, how many 1 sws were organised for teaChinb . n$ti Y
1 students can afford to buy these lecture notes? How 1 were supposed to be us fr° ^1$ i*
I many lecture notes for various subjects will a student be 1 trade were bare and on y__ Ana ^a •<>
1 able to buy? It is distressing, because children of the poor ' ‘ '
I are being deprived of their basic right to education.

---------------- ? s*
tution in Kaduna was shocking- 
bad in what is supposed to be a re . .ept
I wept for our society, our future o

---- -------------- ----------- ly -nach*1 u fr ilslt 
tioned because it had three sewing ra c feay

probably hadn't functioned for a long cy to j
was also bare. 1 saw two sick stu gpod10 gfiO5 
reduced to skeletons because there v ^cen 
drugs. Although their ailments ha in**1 tf>Yc , 
their parents had not responded to sufprisJ a^ 
quest for medicine to treat them- jrCn ° uo b3 
of this sad saga is that they are c oneS v jui^P
influential people. Aftorall they arC they & fOr fbe 
access to reformatory institutions w jicf. tS a$
their children and breathe a sigh o th^^ 
poor, their own problem children 5 thcSC
area boys, drug addicts and petty cnn gjv ^tv­
setting up reformatory institutions thc'r oCjety*

------ ----- . craft rOkcn 
that has no books, teachers, schools jt but ^osG

, saw only one classroom with nothing ^cd ^°rHialiy 
( chairsand I was informed that it was p _ s vir of

who might want to take examinations- tbat kin _ 
impossible to study for and pass cxarn juCc a rcf°r

, environment. It is irresponsibility to rC. jinqucncy' 
tory school to a ground for breeding . The r 
very traits it was established to era goveruh] 
parentsof these students in league wit N^-
should rehabilitate that place. On our p* tbese c 1 
has plans to draw attention to the p *8 ternala^al 
dren. I have sent a letter to the ministry o _^ inf°r
and have asked state presidents of counCi
parents about the plight of these chi re jngtitu- 
hasalready donated two sewing machine pjCWS
tion and a trophy for sports competitio ^babilitate 
also plans a fund raising event this year particu-

. the place. It is necessary to appeal to Pa -rc material 
larly mothers to shun the rat race to acq encour- | 
things while neglecting the home. Muc a it to be 
age economic power for women we do no s^oU|j be
at the expense of our children. Chi re carefully 
properly monitored and their progress reP;. ve them, 
collated from those in whose custody we jst the 
from nannies to teachers. Rich parents s ou 
urge to over indulge their children because 
precedence.

By Bilkisu Yusuf
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educational system are half baked graduates. We at the Problem children an opportunity 
council are concerned about this and are already partici- | ’°ur,and become useful to ‘bemse^ 
pating in a "save our schools" campaign in conjuction 
with the federal government.
Citizen.* Is the government or the council thinking of 
getting all parents and teachers' unions to contribute to 
this campaign given their vital role in ensuring its 
success?
Dogonyaro: "Charity" as an adage says "begins at home." I 
The home is a child's first school and parents role as 
trainers are crucial in a child's formative years. But what 
we have today is ineffective parenting where parents 
shirk their responsibility of proper child upbringing. 
They push everything to the teachers and rarely take an 
interest in their child's progress. Infact some even dread 
the holiday season when their children are home, be-

■ cause they see the school as a dumping ground for 
J troublesome children. With such an orientation, no 
j campaign will succeed if parents do not change their 
I indifferent attitude. If we fail to address this issue, our 

society will continue to produce juvenile delinquents. 
And their number is past on the increase.
Citizen: Is the problem of reforming these youths an­
other dimension of the "save our school campaign." 
Dogonyaro: Of course the problems are all interwoven, 
one leads to the other in a vicious cycle that must be 

| broken by tackling the problems together. These prob­
lem youths who have gone astray are our children and 
we cannot discard them. So it is our responsibility to 
reform them by sending them to reformatory schools. 
But what I saw when 1 visited the Federal Borstal Insti-
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

N

TA/iT r.Enoch I.Nwizu, 
IVJ-L general manager 
of Texaco Nigeria Pic, has 
retired from the company, 
effective December 31, 
1993 after 28 years with 

company, 16 of which 
he served as general man­
ager and later as a direc­
tor. He is one of the long­
est serving Nigerian gen­
eral managers among the 
eight major multination­
als in Nigeria's petroleum 
marketing industry. I 

Speaking on behalf of 
the director, the manage­
ment team and employees 
of Texaco Nigeria Pic, Mr. 
Tony de la Reza, manag­
ing director said, "Enoch I 
Nwizu demonstrated a

I significant aptitude for I 
developing and establish­
ing excellent relations |

Nwizu retires Sr©m Texaco 
within the petroleum in­
dustry in Nigeria. He is an 
authority on the affairs of 
Nigeria's petroleum mar­
keting industry."

Enoch, a 1963 master 
of science graduate in me­
chanicalengineering from 
Ohio State University, 
USA joined Texaco Nige­
ria Limited in February 
1966 as lubricant sales 
engineer. Between 1967 
and 1977, he served in I 
various positions as tech­
nical services manager, 
regional manager in the 
then eastern region, com­
mercial sales manager and 
general operations man­
ager with responsibility 
for engineering services, 
product supply and dis­
tribution, Apapamanufac- 
turing plants and aviation.

L - —---------- -—1 ____________7*1A parting gift for Mr. E.I. Nwizu presented on behalf of Texaco S ent- I 
ployees by Mias Fumilayo coker (left) and Mrs. Nnena Ejenga I

Owena Banlc back at FEM \ 
if\wena Bank (Nige- t posed in the new manage- I 

ria) Pic has been re- 1 merit of the bank follow- I 
admitted to the foreign I ingrecentchanges.Owena I 
exchangemarket (FEM)by 1 Bank last bided at the for- I 
the Central Bank of Nige- I eign exchange market on I 
ria (CBN). This is attrib- I November 10,1992. I

*’ .... dencere- ____ I

odd Bank in- j
sSiare capital I

chief executive of thebank, I 
Mr. ].S. Shroff the paid up I 
share capital for the bank I 
now stands at 88 million 1 
while 1.352million is in its I 
reserve. I

_________ ByTolaSundayJ

O & U Communica- 
CwiforiB tan received 
multiple awards in prod- : 
act and csrvioe advertis­
ing categories! at the 1993 
Adwcrid Advertising 
Awards ceremony re­
cently held in Lagos.

The award winning 
agency came first in the 
consumer products radio 
advertising category with 
the Antina body cream 
commercial. Also on ra­
dio, it came second with 
the Imani Mortgage fi­
nance commercial in the 
service category. On the 
print media, the agency's 
work for Guranty Trust 
Bank titledService Station 
emerged the first clearly 
distancing itself from the 
pack. The agency also 
camefiffh and second witn 
its Antina body cream and 
Stallion commercials on 
television.

A Icatel Kabelmetal 
■^.Nigeria Pic las'_Ye 
reaffirmed its posltion. 
Nigeria's leading «bre 
manufacturer when 
again won the Nige: 
Industrialstandards (N‘W 
Gold Award for Pr
<,U Asthe first com pony^ 

Xlei^g^ 

ministration
Qeganza Plaza/ £ jo /
ICON House,
Oanmole Street

at Ek-ganza Pl^3'

Citizen, January

award* for SO & u I
Speaking at the occa­

sion, Mr. Chris Dogbuje,a 
versa ffleadvertisingpme. 
Htioner and the former 
managing director of Lin- 
tas, who whs the coOrdi- 
na tor of the!993Ad world 
Advertising Awards said 
"it is the first time in the 
history of advertising m 
Nigeria that a well organ­
ised competition involv- 

. ing as many as 36 televi- 
I sionstations,21radioand 

16printmedia entries will 
take place."

Mr. Udeme lifot, the 
managing director of SO 
&U, obviously impressed 
with the outstanding per- 
forman ce of his agency a t- tributed its success to the I 
agency's professional ap­
proach and the extensive 
manpower development 
training programme 
Which all staff had to go 
through.

WS award 
thusbecametheonlycable 
producer to have bagged 
the coveted accolade twice 
in succession. The award 
was announced in Lagos 
at the formal celebration 
of the 1993 World Stan­
dards Day.

Gold award is given to 
a product which had won 

1 the silver certification for 
fivP years consecutively.

;BESflag©s ©S£5e® 

tofNige^1

HjgLtofae confidi 
New

creases
™ World Mer? 

increased ife e^ty's^ 

capital from 40 
NTa^rG1‘-NaS
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The federal government has officially fixed the Naira 
at 21 Naira to one dollar, parallel market and bureau de 
change are yet to fix their rates, as their status and roles 
in the new dispensation is still unclear.

Meanwhile, trading is yet to commence at the Kaduna 
State Exchange, this according to sources is because 
people are still waiting for the budget and its new finan­
cial direction.

By Shoyebi Abayomi 
_______ _________________ ________ with “gency reports
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Eyadema: close shave

ICitizen, January 17,1994

.... • .

Meanwhile, government spokesman 
announced the immediate postponement 
of the parliamentary elections scheduled 

for January 23, for two weeks

3.

was purging officers from the Ewe 
group." President Eyadema is a 
Kabye, from the north, while the 
opposition is strongly led by the 
coastal Ewe people who also live in 
neighbouring Ghana.

Meanwhile, government spokes­
man announced the immediate 
postponement of the parliamentary 
elections scheduled for January 23, 
for two weeks, although it argued 
last week that the postponement has 
nothing to do with the attack.

Since the announcement of the 
presidential elections held in Au­
gust 1993, the opposition leader, Mr. 
Edem Kodjo had been persistently 
calling for international support to 
topple Eyadema and has forwarded 
the case to the International Court of 
justice at Hague to challenge the 
National Election Commission 
(CEN) and the entire processes of 
elections itself. According to him, "I 
can tell you that we don't have the 
chance to get the elections invali­
dated at home, because the supreme 
court is composed of people belong­
ing to Eyadema's side. That is the 
main reasons why we want to ap­
peal for international support and

immediate action."
But Ghana has seriously denied 

any involvement in the internal 
squabbles in Togo. According to 
Ghana foreign minister, Mr. Obed 
Asamoah, Ghana cannot bear the 
consequences of the damages 
brought on it by Togolese during 
their fight. Ghanaian authorities 
were also happy over 12 soldiers 
killed within the Togolese central 
town. The Ghanaian government 
said it would also claim compensa­
tion especially for 12 shoe shine boys 
killed and destroyed buildings 
within the Ghana territories.

Nigeria has taken steps to medi­
ate between Ghana and Togo over 
their border clashes which some 
attackers used as strategic places 
from where they attempted to dis­
lodge President Eyadema.

The Nigerian foreign affairs 
minister, Alhaji Babagana Kingibe, 
however, stated that Nigerian gov­
ernment felt much concerned over 
the tensed situation between the two 
countries. He also said Nigeria is 
always committed to ensuring peace 
in the sub-region. "We are ever ready 
to do all we can. Nigeria is a member 
of ECOWAS and the crisis is hap­
pening in our sub-region," he said.

By Yabagi Kolo 
with agency reports

"j r^| oilowing a /ailed coup at- 
W tempt in Togo a for tnight ago, 

J-’L Togolese government has 
imposed dusk to dawn curfew in 
and around the capital, Lome.

The failed coup which was de­
scribed as "frivolous" by President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema himself, was 
launched at Tokoin Barracks to dis­
lodge the president who has been in 
power since 1967. General Eyadema 
also said the attack was "barbaric," 
claiming that the coup plotters ille­
gally crossed the border from Ghana 
and viciously bombarded Tokoin 
Barracks in the central capital. Re­
port also said that the attackers 
crudely crossed the border by mo­
torbikes, taxis and somelocallymade 
four-wheel drive vehicles.

However, this version has been 
challenged by opposition politicians 
who had for long not recognised the 
validity of last August elections 
which President Eyadema won over 
the Democratic Opposition Coali­
tion, (COD II) led by Edem Kodjo 
and Gilchrist Oympio. They accused 
the government of covering up inter­
nal disarray within the military, 
pointing out that "the government

AFRICA*^ -
Togo

Eyml^na’s nine lives
President Gnassingbe Eyadema escaped coup plotters' 
attack — a recurring decimal since he seized power 26 

years ago
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Government in 
Francophone Af­

rica are bracing up 
for a general un­

rest, following this 
devaluation that 
has thrown their 
economies out of

Senegal
Hard times ahead
CFA Pranc is devalued signalling a bad time for Franco­

phone countries

months time to evaluate the impact 
of the devaluation.

However, the general opinion in 
this devaluation would worsen the 
state of poverty that is already the 
lot of the citizens in the affected 
countries.

J L__

Bongo: of Gabon 
of Francophone African leaders be­
fore the summit was one of resis­
tance to devaluation, but French in­
sistence that it was either devalu­
ation or no agreement with IMF 
broke the resistance.

Generally, Africans felt betrayed

I by this change of policy by France. 
French colonial policy in Africa was 
paternalism, and over the years, their 
colonies have been made to depend 
completely on her. The general 
WORLD recession blunted France's 
paternalistic instincts.

The IMF, a major instigator of 
this devaluation policy, is not too 
sure whether this policy could bail 
French Africa out of the woods. The 
organisation however said it would

Diof: host 
make available to Francophone 
Africa 10 billion French Francs. 
France also said that she would write 
off development debts of poorest 
Francophone countries like Niger, 
Mali and Chad. The argument is 
that devaluation will aid exportsand 
that countries like Gabon and 
Cameroon would be able to earn 
higher foreign exchange. But the real 
problem remains collapsing com­
modity prices and rising cost of 
imports. Niger for example argues 
that she has nothing to export, but 
she-would now have to cope with 
higher costs of imports. Most coun­
tries expected serious social and 
economic backlash from this devalu­

es: week, the summit meet- 
mg of Francophone leaders 
took the historic step of a 

messj-’e 62 per cent devaluation of 
me CFA Frar c, whith was pu t at 100 
:: one French Franc This devalu- 
atior. was at me m5tar.ee of the French 
government and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). The French 
government insisted that she could 
no 'anger carry the economic bur­
dens of her farmer colonies, whose 
economy and currency have been 
closely intervowen with imperial 

' France since 1948.
Although France is still a guaran- 

i tor of the CFA Franc zone, the old 
currency parity has been removed. 
Fourteen African countries are in- 

■ volved in this currency deals, out of 
which, 12 are former French colo­
nies; Comoros Island and Spanish 

; Equatorial Guinea joined the cur- 
i rer.cy union or. their own.

Observers noted that the mood

By Shoyebi Abayomi 
with agency reports

AFRICA
ation. Senegal in the past month 
slashed workers' pay, authorities 
there are now wandering how’ they 
would explain higher cost of neces­
sities to their people. Lome is al­
ready experiencing arbitrary’ price 
hike on all commodities. Inflation is 
spiralling in Gabon and people are 
calling for the resigna tion of Bongo's 
government, arguing that only anew 
government could carry the people 
through these hardships.

In Niger, university students are 
already restive because of inflation. 
Benin Republic is also experiencing 
high cost for staples like rice, tin 
tomatoes, wheat and electronics. 
People generally felt the devaluation 
would have negative effects, and 
they hoarded goods in anticipation 
of profits Central banks in these 
countries had to curtail capital flight 
as most people exported their w’eal th 
to foreign currencies.

Government in Francophone 
Africa are bracing up for a general 
unrest, following this devaluation 
that has thrown their economies out 
of gear. They would meet in six

m5tar.ee
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WORLD = ............
NATO summit

Ki® bombs for
The first NATO summit in two years continued to dilly-dally 

over Bosnia

I

pean Union's efforts to secure a 
negotiated peace; they were ready 
to "support the implementation of 
any agreement", and they "remain 
ready to use force to end the stran­
gulation of Sarajevo and other cit­
ies."

This doesn't sound like a com­
mitment to launch air strikes. Last 
Tuesday, President Bill Clinton tried 
to clarify the decision at a news 
conference. The British and French, 
he said, proposed that a warning to 
use air strikesbe added into the final 
communique, but Woerner and 
himself (Clinton) said it should not 
be added unless they really intend to 
carry it out. Despite that warning, 
Clinton said everyone voted for the 
warning of air strikes to be added; he 
is therefore sure that there is more 
resolve among the NATO leaders to 
use force against the Bosnian Serbs 
now' than there was in August last 
year, when they first issued the 
threat. When will the bombers strike? 
Clinton said that depends now on 
the "behaviour of the Serbs" and the 
"recommendations of the military 
working group."

It was not only over Bosnia that 
the NATO leaders dilly-dallied. 
Rather than admit east Europeans 
into NATO, the leaders adopted an 
American proposal and offered them 
a "partnership for peace". Manfred 
Woemcr said the summit decided 
"in principle to open the alliance to 
new members." What it offered to 
the east Europeans was, however, 
less than that. The proposal calls for 
the "partners" to undertake joint 
training and exercises and to share 
technical information with NATO,

Tp was the first summit meeting 
9 of the leaders of the 16-member 

JlLNATO alliance since 1991, and 
the first to be attended by President 
Bill Clinton. For some weeks before 
the meeting in Brussels last Mon­
day, January 10, NATO leaders be­
lieved that the main issue to be dis­
cussed is the eastward expansion of 
the military alliance to incorporate 
member states of the defunct War­
saw Pack alliance. Although several 
east European countries, notably 
Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia 
and Bulgaria all wish for NATO 
membership, Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin opposes it and sees it as 
an encirclement of his country.

The issue that dominated the 
summit, however, was the war in 
Bosnia. On the eve of the conference 
in response to public pressure, the 
British and French governments 
jointly proposed that NATO launch 
air strikes in order to reopen Tuzla 
airport the source of relief supplies 
to half a million muslim refugees. 
They also proposed air strikes 
against the Serbs to end the siege of 
Srebenica and Sarajevo. The Anglo- 
French proposal was opposed by 
the Canadian and Danish govern­
ments, who reiterated the old argu­
ment that the Serbs will retaliate 
against their troops on the ground.

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadjicsaid in response that threats 
of air strikes will not help the peace 
process in Bosnia.

On Tuesday, January 11, NATO 
secretary-general Manfred Woemer 
announced the decision of the N ATO 
leaders in Brussels. They decided, 
Woemer said, to support the Euro­
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Clinton: double standards 

but they will not be privy to NAT O's 
secret military information. US sec­
retary of state Warren Christopher 
said there is no guarantee that the 
junior partners will ultimately join 
NATO, but the onus is on them to 
prove that their incorporation into 
the alliance will be of benefit to it. 
When President Clinton went to 
Prague on Tuesday and explained 
the decision to the "partners", Pol­
ish president Lech Walesa made it 
clear that they were not satisfied.

President Clinton thought he 
scored a coup last Monday when he 
announced in Brussels that he had 
reached an agreement with Russian 
president Boris Yeltsin and Ukrain­
ian president Leonid Kravchuk for 
Ukraine to dismantle all its 175 
nuclear missiles, the third largest 
asemal in the world, and transfer 
them to Russia for destruction. Ac­
cording to Clinton, the agreement 
which was to be signed in Moscow 
last Friday, also calls for Russia to 
guarantee the security of Ukraine 
and to buy at commercial rates the 
enriched uranium in the nukes worth 
billions of US dollars. The big ques­
tion was, will the Ukrainian parlia­
ment agree to the deal?

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports
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hi”1' 
him

Shevardnadze: a foe gone 
around Zugdidi in Western Georgia 
in order toescape government forces 
who had encircled his enclave.

Then follows another conflicting 
version of this death, which said he 
was killed in a battle by pro Tbilsi 
troops in the Russian Caucasus Re­
public of Chechnya. Anothersource 
had it that he was killed by some of 
his supporters who wanted to deify 
and make him a martyr in order to 
use him as an everlasting symbol of 
resistance in Georgia.

The Mkhedrioni military group

the death of 
' he really dead? 

.-4Uned that 7^ 
aho'V°Ul'dedf^?dGamsakhurdia 

tinu<

However, government version ten by 
support the version that he was k 
some of his people to whom ‘ he a 

viously been a nuisance

Tltey arplcd this h?0*31" Moscow 1 
GantsakhgUed thate,Kfargurnent- 1 
===?-— Urd'a"s dea>vhe news °f 

hyp™* Was a media 
discr»a-a'CUlated to 
h^oicsLhi?andhis 

lheC2L, againSt ntenT^^govem- 

derV<?":evcr' in or- 
the Co arthcmist' 
dent rglan presi‘ 
Shevana JEduard

reneWith authentic 
GaP°r\ *at 
rea^Sakhurdia is 
ma y ead' but the 
™a"n«ofhis death

not explained. ”°Wever, govern. 
^ntversion tends to 
support the version 
tnat he was killed bv

of his people to

^yORLD 
been a 

^^%^-idnadze

•.f' '-nS informed 
'Len officials,

th °f ay 5®rgia"'howas

dn^io'<e<J emP^nd’msoPPO-

* «*<u taxen iv Id

1 ^G^S^ati0 tCagainst him 
tions/. aot^^ftheGeor- 
cused a ‘0 « ghold in
facdfewa*,fOfor A* While Mr. 
and„ caPi^eorSi3over the prest-

Shevadf^ b.tte^^
deI'cy'n ‘^futile.Hd

took ^th of In^waPPrcaatlOn 
monwea»h to sh°" pd him stay 
(CISim^A sWhoheP^ 
totheRus A1kahis'fevoltis

3A __________

^Georgia ^aaaa^^

Death rid<n
for a week now there havTb~ ** 
Ga=tsakhuidiabuttheqUesti0^en st°ri<

* mild drama characteristic
/\ of fee dark scheming of the I dair- 

^Vesponage world unfolded j Wasw< 
m Georgia recently.

The initial news bulletin of this
conflicting drama came from Mrs 1 j —• »s n 
Warmer Gamsakhurdia, the wife of 'adhis
the ex-president of Georgia, who 
claimed that her husband shot him­
self on tire eve of the new year
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16131 Kaduna International Trade Fair.
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Full page (Colour)
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Enugu
17. Edinburgh Road.
Ogui New Layout.

Ibadan
46, Lebanon Street.

N30.000.00
N25.000.00
N14.000.00

Lagoa
10A, Acme Road. 
Agidingbi, Ikeja, 
Tel: 821389.

Citizen, the only national newsmagazine published in the host state is running a comprehensive spotlight 
on the Kaduna International Trade Fair holding from January 29 to February 6, 1994.

Kaduna
Gil, Unguwar Kanawa.
Tel: 230162

Port Harcourt
36, Nsukka Road.
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We invite you to advertise your presence at the fair through special supplement, products/corporate 
advertisement and participation announcement.

"CO'OltdiNATiNtj iNTERNATiONAl & LoCaI EffORTS foR 
FlNANCiNq ANtl SUSTAINING ECONOMIC DEVElopMENT."

PERMANENT TRADE FAIR COMPLEX, 
KADUNA - ZARIA ROAD, KADUNA

Saturday 29th January - Sunday 6th February, 1994.

Contact :■
TME DIRECTOR GENERAL,

KADUNA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR.
KADUNA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. INDUSTRY i AGRICULTURE (KCCI).

No 24. Wall Road, P. O. Box 728, Kaduna.Tel: (062) ■ 214119, 211216, Telox: 71325, KADCHA, 
Fax: 062 - 214149.
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i£ you dareSl

Some friends are more e^uaaflooo 
lost sight of the benefits he reaped 
from that friendship, nor did he for­
get Ajoke Mohammed, Murtala's 
wife who introduced him to her 
husband and paved the way for the 
multi million Naira contract.

But Hydar told my scout that he 
was surprised that neither Abiola 
nor any member of his family at­
tended the wedding ceremony of 
A'ishatu Mohammed, General 
Murtala'sdaughterand JuliusTarka 
— late J.S Tarka's son which took 
place on December 24 last year.

Although Chief Abiola assured

One Bolaji Adegbola of Surulere, 
Lagos is furious and he vented his 
fury in Punch (11/1/93).

"I read with disgust in some news­
papers recently that Chief MKO Abi- 
ola's sons attended Chief Shonekan’s 
sons wedding on December 4, 1993. 
For avoidance of doubt and for purpose 
of clarity, I even saw one of Abiola's

the Mohammed family that he 
would cut short a foreign trip to be at 
his "daughter's wedding" he did 
not keep his words. Instead Abiola 
was seen spraying Wazobia blue notes 
atChiefKuku'sson'sweddingwhich 
took place about the same period in 
thesamecity. Hydar believes Yoruba 
solidarity is expedient and more 
important for Abiola after the an­
nulment of June 12 election. For the 
chief all northerners, particularly the 
Hausa/Fulani are probably seen as 
co-conspirators in the annulment of 
June 12 election.

Never mind friendships and all 
the votes hegot in the northern states.

Citizen, January 17,1994

lights were to focus on arid Katsina 
State it would shed light on some 
dark spots of profligacy unfolding 
there. Who awarded a 40 million 
Naira contract for purchase of furni­
ture and other items for some gov­
ernment guest houses? Why was the 
contract for carpeting these govern­
ment guest houses awarded to a 
Lagos company which quoted 400 
Naira per square metre, and not to a 
Katsina carpet manufacturing com­
pany that quoted only 200 Naira per 
square metre? Now that the Lagos 
company got the contract, it would 
have to buy the carpet from the local 
one and then double the cost of pro­
curement.

But what is so special about the 
Lagos contractor? My scout says 
she's a cousin to the wife of the guy

The raelh never Sight
es, I ha vebeen watching that 
film on NTA, The rich also 
cry. But I disagree with that 

observation, I do know that the rich 
have a way of using the poor as 
cannon fodder for their wars. But 
behind the scene they remain the 
best of friends, to the chagrin of the 
gullible masses who foam in the 
mouth fighting other people's wars.

A lhaji Hydar Qadi knows 
i /W that the former head of 
! A 1A. state, late General Murtala 
| Mohammed was Chief MKO Abi- 
| ola's mentor. The chief made it big 
I during the Murtala/Obasanjo ad- 
I ministration when he hit the jackpot 
i with a 300 million Naira contract. 
; That was how Chief Abiola moved 
I from an obscure accountant at the 
I University of Lagos to become the 
: chairman of ITT (Africa and Middle 
! East). To be fair to Abiola, he stood 
I by Murtala's family long after the 
j general's death and he had never

I1 "■ ■ - -- --------------
that matters in the state. And when 
our cousins hold the purse strings of 
Katsina State, why shouldn't char­
ity begin at home? Never mind that 
it is a charity of contract inflation 
and barefaced looting. Charity is 
charity, eh?

ou just have to accept the 
fact that Nigerians are a 
peculiar breed when it 

comes to accountability. Five mili­
tary administrators who took over 
from "bloody" civilians are being 
probed. One of them spent 136 mil­
lion Naira in 27 days. Another one 
threw a lavish birthday party for his 
wife. It was clear that they all per­
fected *he art of extortion. Contrac­
tors with outstanding payments with 
various state governments were their 
vicrims. Those who were so desper­
ate to recover their money gave the 
military administrators a huge 
chunk in return for hastily arranged 
payments. And it came to be that the 
military "saviours" were worst than 
the civilian tyrants they displaced.

Right now if the probe search-

sons posing in one of the photographs of 
the said event with the man whose role 
immensely contributed to stopping his 
own father from being the executive 
president of this country. It is disheart­
ening that hundreds of lives were lost 
protesting and asking for a return of 
June 12 vote to MKO Abiola. Well, 
since it is very clear that MKO and his 
sons used Nigerians and discarded them 
once the aim was not achieved, I can 
only say posterity will judge them.

PRIVATE EYE —
Probe me
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POETS' NEST

as light

7
r ®>ncJ h. Bilkisu Ajsuf

I

Ahmad Efebeli
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The flit of bees on flower s but 
Dreamer's dream about knowledge 
is farce
Dead not I but knowledge seeker.

From cradle to college 
We must tell the truth 
From birth to death 
We must speak the truth.

Others seek you, other dodge you 
One man's mood another man's 
character
So good knowledge, so bad igno­
rance
Sir, knowledge, a tribute to you.

Mukhtar S. 'Wakcel

From birth to old age 
We must give thanks 
From birth to death
We must give thanks for every fa­
vour.

School time
School time is good time 
For those ready to leam 
And climb to the top.

School time is hard time 
For the lazy not ready to learn 
And reach the top.

School time is fun time 
A time to play, pray and leam 
And a time to make friends and move 
up.

For promotion of progress
For the people through the sciences
Both present and future

Umar Garba

Cradle to college
From cradle to college
We must leam
From birth to death
We must leam.

Not to know, bad
Not to wish to know, worse
Where knowledge resides, darkness 
vanishes
Like meningitis, the dodgers of 
knowledge shipwreck
Casualties they are in the bankless 
ocean
Knowledge who are you?

Knowledge, the heart of the ambi­
tious
To the ambitious, nothing is more 
excellent than thee
To the knights, knowledge is val­
ueless
A comfortable and necessary retreat 
knowledge is
On earth or in heaven knowledge 
persists
Who knows not the fruit of knowl­
edge?
Ignorant he is who knows not what 
knowledge is
Over and under universe, knowl­
edge is sought
Lest 1 digress, the word is knowl­
edge.

On education
Oh, the light of the universe 
That developed in the human intel­
lect
And cognition
To help humanity in the conquest 
Of nature and other creation
To provide life of abundance 
In both feeding and comfort 
Welfare and such science
As the medicine and engines 
Agriculture and communication

Tribute to knowledge
Knowledge the powerful power
Power is knowledge
Better know little than know noth­
ing
The seeds of knowledge nature 
provides
It is through knowledge shall the 
just be delivered.

Perspectives
Sprays and splashes 
Glasses for your house 
Rubber or wood 
Serve your doors 
Smoothens the gritting noise 
And the darkness proper 
Laid like black mamba
Must count your vehicular capacity 
You could be in a train or motor car 
Or clearly flying up a kite 
The ships been old 
Finished most of its work 
Cables of tele-messages 
Or nuclear launching pads 
Would promptly send request 
Simply at the press of a bottom.

Maikudi Sambo Z.S.Z

Labour chant
We waited for a while
And tried to wear a smile 
Then fumble with a twirl 
Looking for our file 
But found only rose style 
Smiling at us from the tile 
By the side of an unwelcomed Duke 
With his collections of books 
Ready to forecast our doom 
How worth will be our while 
While our case is still in a file 
Making us sit till we develop a pile.

Moh'd Alh. Nanu Potiskum

"TP t lights up the dark alleyways 
pl of our life. The shelter in the 

J_L tempest of ignorance, knowl­
edge adorns those who acquire it. It 
fortifies the heart and uplifts the 
mind. Knowledge of our Creator 
and the purpose of our existence 
should occupy our life.
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I iron fist. Those who may wonder at 
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KETU BRANCH 
596, Ikorodu Road, 
Opp. Mile 12 Market. 
Ketu, Lagos 
Tel: 01 - 965871

MINNA BRANCH: 
Shopping Complex 1 
Bosso Road. Minna. 
Tel 221369

IKEJA BRANCH.
27. Obafemi Awolowo Way.
Ikeja. Lagos.
TeT-.OI -966366.967754. 966210.

OWERRI BRANCH:
11, Okigwe Road. 
Owem. Imo State. 
Tel 083 - 233108

PORT HARCOURT BRANCH
36. Ikwere Road, 
Diobu, Port Harcourt 
Rivers State.
Tel: 084-331791

KANO BRANCH
28/29. Bello Road.
UTC Stores. Kano
Tel 064 620595.620913

NORTH-SOUTH BANK (NIG.) PLC
Head Office: 11. Abitx>-Olo Street. P.M.B. 12891. Lagos. Tel: 01-666958.666986
Telex: 23106 NSBANKNG.

NSB — The Bank That Cares

Evon if you'ro small, big or now in 
you will receive the best service 
touch at North South Bank.
Wo provide banking and financial services to all 
our customers. Our versatile and dynamic 
management team ensures efficont and prompt 
service.
Come over to any of our branches and onjoy the 
service with a difference. .

CALABAR BRANCH
47. Barracks Road. Calabar, 
Cross River State.
Tel 087 222789.

UEBU-ODE BRANCH
19. Ibadan Road 
hebu - Ode. Ogun State.
Tel 037 - 433357

HEAD OFFICE BRANCH
11, Abtbu-Oki Street.
P M B 12891. Lagos.
Tel 01 ■ 666632,666958. 666986
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0--- -of Kaduna is planning to
K ^gSurPrises

vvhile Tijjani Garba, popularly 
Known as Crispy Brown is the club 
secretary. Others are Tunde Ab- 
dulrahman who is the assistant chief 
coach and team manager, Hassan 
jvjdanusa Dabogi is the publicity sec- 
retary/welfare officer, Taiye Yusuf

I is assistant chief coach while Mo­
hammed Umar is assistant secre- 
.tary.

1 This new arrangement is to 
transform the club to a profit ori­
ented company,according to Ranch­
ers Bees publicity secretary Hassan 
Dabogi. He explained that the aim of 
the board and management staff is 
to ensure that the club becomes so 
viable as to declare profit at the end 
of the 1994 league season. This they 
hope to do by returning the club to 
its former glory.

Club chairman, Alhaji Nuhu 
also expressed confidence on viabil­
ity of programmes already put in 
place. He said the club is putting 
finishing touches to the recruitment 
of players expected to play for the 
club this year. There will be 28 play­
ers in all made up of 13 old members 
of the club and 15 new players who 
will be mostly youthful boys from 
local clubs around the state. The em­
phasis on young players from local 
clubs, according to the chairman, is

V ■
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money f^ornwa would be explored 
Ahmed Aru financially sound
tora^1f sustaining henceforth. He I 
seriousness. .

But going by the tough rivalry 
and competition in division one, 
capturing all the soccer titles in the 
land won'tbe an easy job for Ranch- 
ers Bees. In realisation of this, the 
club has embarked on pre-season 
preparation with hard training and 
series of friendly matches. Accord­
ing to club secretary Tijjani Garba, 
such preparation and friendly 
matches are to prepare the club for 
challenges ahead. He said the club 
would be playing above four 
matches in a week so as to keep the 
players in top form for 1994 pro- 
league season

By Joe Olajuwon with addi- 
tional reports by Shoyebi Abayomi

Citizen, January 17,1994

Votf ’94 season —------
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Onu as its first governor. Citizen

IBy Isaac Umunna in Aba

Citizen, January 17,1994

The feast by Enyimba is a befit­
ting tribute to the resilient spirit of a 
club which has tasted more bitter­
ness than sweetness but have stub­
bornly refused to disappear from

ter as one of the pioneering teams 
of the country pro-league.

Unable to to make much impres­
sion, Enyimba were banished to the 
newly created second division on 
the creation of Abia State on Au­
gust 27, 1991 and the enthronement, 
four months later, of Dr Ogbonnaya 

r-___ ___ _______________  Z'.'i.’w—

learnt that the sports loving former 
governor inspired the team to great 
heightsby spending lavishly on them 
and charging them to go to and 
conquer in keeping with the Abia 
dreams of hard work and excellence.

Now that they are back in the 
premier league class, what does the 
future hold? A lot of good says 
Iheanyi Onyeama, skipper of 
Enyimba "killer squad" of last year. 
His words: "I am very much happy 
that we are playing in the premier 
division .This is where we are sup­
posed to be.

"Weare promising Aba fansgood 
football. We are going to do well this 
coming season. Playing continental 
matches in Aba is our goal".

ThafinMnag continental
Back on top of the premier league after three years in 
the wilderness, rejuvenated Enyimba Football Club of 

Aba set their sights on Africa

fa t is another new year and time 
h for fresh dream, for club sides 

J—L which stumbled and fell by 
the wayside last season it is time 
to see vision s of a rosy future in the 
coming season. But for those who 
were able to muscle out all oppo­
sition and excel, the big challenge 
is how to re-enact the magic.

Enyimba FC of Abia State be­
long to the second category. For the 
soccer giants from Aba, "the Japan 
of Africa" and economic capital of 
fledgling Abia State, 1993 was in­
deed a memorable year.

First, they played a significant 
role in Nigeria's under-17 Word 
Cup triumph. This they did by pro­
ducing two key members of the all­
conquering Japan '93 Golden Ea­
glets squad, namely defence mar­
shal Blessing Anyanwu and midfield 
maestro Karibe Ojigwe.

As the eaglets were dazzling the 
world at the FIFA/JVC "kiddies" 
World Cup in the land of the rising 
sun, Enyimba were busy back home 
stalking other teams, for honours in 
the second division of the profes­
sional football league.

By the time the final whistle was 
blown to signal the end of 1993 
league hostilities, the lads from 
Aba had shoved aside all opposi­
tion to perch comfortably at the top 
of the table. With a record-breaking 
haul of 98 point s from 28 wins, eight 
draws and nine losses, they now 
lead NITEL Vasco of Enugu, Gombe 
United and Kaduna's Ranchers Bees 
into the elite league class this season

the scene.
Formed in 1972 
as Super
Avengers, 
Enyimba got 
tied to the pres­
entnamein 1975, 
but had to wait 
till thelate'70 be­
fore joining the 
amateur league 
bandwagon .

Their initial 
league experi­
ence was short­
lived. Although 
blessed with a 
steady stream of 
young and en­
thusiastic ball 
jugglers, the 
team had to 
jump off the 
league train due 
tothenonavaila- Anyanwu: shining at the top
bility of funds 
with which to pay the players and 
transport them to outside match 
venues.

The '80s saw them back in the 
league and through several trans­
formations. At a point, they took up 
a new name, Falcons, which they 
later dropped when the local soft 
drink manufacturing firm whose 
trade mark they bore as a reward 
for its sponsorship, threw in the 
towel.

The end of the sponsorship deal 
did not, however, throw them off 
the league, as they had already won 
the admiration of an Aba trader, 
who took up the challenge of 
sustaining the team . By 1990 the 
club, which had begun to enjoy the 
support off the old Imo state gov­
ernment, was rich enough to regis-
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tradition, of having blindly em- I 
braced modernism, or of having i 
sacrificed kids to career. But even I 
she seems to think men are cheats. I

A man, Hamida said, expects his I 
wife to be perfect — and to under- 1

I stand why he's not. I
Yes, and why not? The Lord, in I

I His infinite mercy and wisdom,
I made women beautiful so that men 

might have no choice but to cherish, 
honour and love them. And then 
He, it is said, made women dumb so 
that they might love men 
of laughing at them.

Yes, a perfect partnership. Dumb, 
dumber, dumbest: happy, happier, 
happiest. The dumber the better.

...__‘ * t was
that what a man expects is perfect

Those of them who combine

are an 
turn 
whatlg°v of

You have two he
the field and ,g io th

Each man and^henharlgc 
ising°“°“d nCX‘ 
comes m a . c
until he is are all °u‘'^e 

I When they -n and ‘ a 
that is out come >ut ar­
tful has been ms ollt. .
to get‘'''t’mes'yor^S0'^de^h^ e I

Sotnehme^y both sldes

How's what? ^"you^at in

perfect - just like yours.
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phoned to say that I 
I am a misagynist. ■ 
I am not.

Butif Icouldre-I 
enslave all those I 
who had 'Tiber- I 
ated" themselvesl i 
would do it — for I 
their own good. 1 
Ha’, ha!! ha’’.’ He’' 
he’’ he’’’

F* 1 —” » Next time I

Bitter hafj
jk man, they say, is incom- I „
/X plete until he is married— I pr°misetofocus on men, their foibles 

thenheisfinished.Thiswas Uhan
Last forthnight one Hamida sent! '^^ther re®e1' I

collection of rueful observations I j that I
about life. From her observations frin'e^ the r°’cS^nt sc 

i she is probably one of the few with-1 *ndee nOw sp of t -cFeter 
out blame of having abandoned I ke sens® ° ^d

I trading -« v..„ . ..-------- 1 to make ^luCican ^gtn / w
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Hi, they say, is incom-

__ thenheisfinished.Thiswas 1 j 
said by a woman; and if youthinkit I 
particularly humbling wait till you I 
hear children. I

"Daddy," a child asked his fa- I
I ther, "is that true that a wife is man's I
I better half?"
I "Yes," answered the father, un-
l surely., ’
I 'Then those who married twice,
I their two best halves are gone, isn't
I it?"
I "Yes"
I "Nothing remains of them?"
| "Nothing."
| But thafsexactly when the quar-
I relsbegin.Lionbecomesalamb,and
I the Queen of the Kitchen take over
I the whole place — and crowns her-
I self a She who must be Obeyed.
I Next, she attempts to conquer
I the workplace, in the vain attempt to
I become Jean of all trades, and ends
I up mistress of none. r r —
I Her role is in the East, her models I Perhaps what Hamida meant
| in the West, her office to the South I f.._. _________ , ' T
I and herhome in the North. Through- I dumbness. Ho! ho’.’.
I out her youth and middle age, she I cf

truegles to square the circle with a I beauty and brain may disagree about I 
h--ancle. And she has all of her old I the dumbness. As Hamida said, I 

I o within which to regret. I when a man and woman marry, they |
a& t probably is all because it is I become one but trouble starts when

'cwnrld But Whose should it they try to decide which one. But we
rn hXn - woman's? all know which one it is, don't we
haVn stop here before they ac- Marriage has its theory and prac- 
cusTme Las^ week many of them I tice.ln theory there isamasteranda
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