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Letters to 
the Editor

rankic Xavier Sscmbizzi, 
Kampala, 

Uganda.

Ban Gowon too
Sir,

Beware of Libya!
Sir,

Shagari.
And if Gowon now supports the ten-year

this example should be followed else- ban 
where.

during its fight against the murderous 
dictatorships of Obote and Okello is to be 
greatly appreciated, there were diplomatic 
channels of thanking Gaddafi other than 
going all out to embrace a man whom the 
majority of other African leaders avoid.

advisers ought 
jecause Ugan- 

to benefit from 
stain Sankara

i voionci uaddafi. All Uganda needs 
realistic strategies for relief, rehabilita- 

j j. . ient—not crude fanatic-

Enyinna Onuegbu, 
Owerri, 
Nigeria.

armed robbers in the business.
people like Dikko, 

: and Wayas decide to 
maximum punishment Military entrance into 

j and more i.
tioned by the people.

The army should 
fight elections too

... released. Frankly Sir, 
igida Government has I agree with that school of thought which

taking note of what Colonel Muammar 
-alities Gaddafi has come to represent

international community, namely 
ism, —....
unfoi ...  
veni of U* ...2_____ ‘.j ‘ ‘
spoke glowingly of Gaddafi.

I I.,,- ——  ■ . ■

activities in the world and was surely a 
’’ y blunder. Unless our 

-Jry of recent history is very short, we 
cannot have forgotten Gaddafi’s staunch 
support for Idi Amin Dada only seven or 

JPS- so years ago. Neither shall the world have 
e forgotten Gaddafi’s subversive activities 

against Egypt, Chad, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Sudan and Tunisia etc. While Gaddafi’sRichaNewu ’̂

during its fipht noninct mnrdprnilS

Ensure road safety
Sir,
The Federal Ministry of Transport should 
remind all public transport operators that 
their vehicles must have functioning 
speedometers. An observant passenger 
might note the speed at which the engine 
was running in case of an accident and any 
survivor from a motor accident might be 
able to help the police, for instance, to 
establish whether or not an accident was 
caused by overspeeding.

Car manufacturers should be asked to 
make vehicles for export that are suitable 
for our roads too. This might go some way 
to reducing speeding and accidents on our 
roads.

The government should also make the 
Omtsha-Benin road a dual carriageway 
because it is such a busy commercial route. 
The Enugu-Onitsha road was once a busy 
highway but it has now been reconstructed 
as a dual carriageway. The rate of acci­
dents has now gone down c

on corrupt office holders under 
Shagari, should not Gowon himself be 

ridelis Agribc, banned for life?
Lagos, 

Nigeria.

Bad mistake
Sir,
I read with deep regret that Shagari and
Ekwuemc have been ”
speaking, the Babang 
done more harm than got 
through actions like this. *>««...v., Bivcu uic realities GiHdn#; . --------

So far. over 75 per cent of detained of Nigerian politics I believe the military J’ J ? COmC t0 rePrcsc”1 t0 thc 
politicians have been released by Babangi- cannot be dismissed. In its own inefficient na ,cornmundy- namely terror- 
da. Babangida and his men thought they and corrupt way, it has been able to bring a ”. and. fanat‘“sm’ '■ was
would gain the support of the people by semblencc of sanity and calm to tile IrVi'0 *7 Presldent Yo"'c['- Muse? 
releasing the rogues who put Nigerians in country at times when the worst seemed . i ®.anda v,slted him and
the sorry state we are in today. But if inevitable. C sp2!fe g’owingly of Gaddafi.
people like Shagari, Ekwueme and co can I suggest that thc military should fight a-.—.•*?•V • aPPearec* t0 condone Gaddafi s 
be freed, there is no point killing armed future elections. A two-thirds majority cpn'Anc f '**• 7-u“'
robbers because these people put the would give it the mandate to form a meni S orfei8n P°“cy 
armed robbers in the business. government for the term specified in the Ol^ ° rccent ",stl

This means that if people like Dikko, new constitution. In this way there would
Akinloye, Akinjide and Wayas decide to be no justification for any more cou|
go back home, the maximum punishment Military entrance into politics will 
they will get will be few months under legitimized and more importantly, sanc­
house arrest before they are released. u" “

Lemmy Akinsoji,
London,

UK.

’ood to the country says the military has no business beir~ i_; 
government. However, given the realities 
of Nigerian politics I believe the military 
cannot be dismissed. In its own inefficient 
and corrupt way, it has been able to bring a 
semblcnce of sanity and calm to the 
country at times when the worst seemed

 I suggest that thc military should fight 
point killing armed future elections. A two-thirds majority

|
drastically and tk/DaaJHaUganiaCMifKhaUi.ShaiHluoria Rajab Kakoau (right) RC' M“S“ K'gmg'’ 
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Welcome but unrealistic
Sir, air, majority of other African leac
The decision by Babangida to return power your recent coverage on corruption in Museveni's foreign policy ac 
to an elected civilian government is j\jjgeria was timely. The crux of the matter to have advised him better be 
welcome. But I feel the time-limit, 1990, is -s (hat corrUption has been rife in Nigeria dans have little, if anything to 
somewhat unrealistic. I also believe the since its baptism, no matter that it is a regimes such as those of Capt 
political debate to decide what sort of colonja| legacy. and Colonel Gaddafi. Ail Uj
system the new civilian government should Those who looted public funds were are realistic strategies for relie 
have is a waste of time. apprentices in the sixties, graduates during tion and development r.ot c.

Dapo Adesulurc Jnr, Qowon’s government, post-graduates ism and radicalism, 
London, uncjer Obasanjo and finally Phd’s under Frar, !* v

UK* qhaonri



Sam-Bomah argues the case for recycling

I

] I () R I M

The lifting of price controls 
can only herald further 
price increases.

Sierra Leone

Back to the soil

Are we ready to go back to 
the soil, our collective an­
cestral heritage?

Causes
Underdevelopment (or as some would 

say, “the state of developing”), rural 
poverty, and agricultural decline are not 
isolated phenomena. They are largely the 
products of the entire socio-political con­
text. So, first and foremost, their ameliora­
tion is a political programme which should 
seek to mobilise the awareness and partici­
pation of the mass of the people.

Among the many causes of our predica­
ment can be included the inadequate or 
non-existent access to production resour­
ces, namely land, water, capital equips____ —

reduced to the condition where “rice aid" 
is not an uncommon phenomenon. The 
country can no longer feed her children! In 
the last fiscal year not less than S20 million 
was spent on importing rice, of which one 
bag now goes for almost twice a Govern­
ment Clerk’s salary.

As the gap between the rich and the 
poor increases, so also do the ranks of the 
latter claim more members. It is obvious 
that in order to come to grips with our 
socio-economic maladies a consistent de­
velopment strategy must be embarked 
upon.

In the face of Sierra Leone’s increasing economic difficulties, J Lahai
> revenue back into the

ment, insufficient credit, transport and 
marketing facilities, a lack of training and 
extension services and the failure of previ­
ous governments to recycle '•ufficient 
amounts of revenue back into the agricul­
tural sector. One must not overlook also 
the short-comings of previous deselopment 
policies in general and the Agrarian Policy 
in particular. Low producer prices, mis­
placed emphases on capital-intensive sys­
tems, foreign trade policies, and the 
specific effects the latter has on the 
traditional sector. This list is by no means 
exhaustive.

The only hope of realising the economic 
recovery everyone is clamouring for is. as 
for the rest of Africa, reliance on external 
financing. And the only likely source of 
such financing is the West.

With Western leaders hollering jubilant­
ly for drastic cuts in public spending for the 
restoration of a "climate favourable for 
private investment", and advising Third 
World Countries to reach suicidal "agree­
ments" with the IMF. the future looks dim. 
Given Africa’s huge foreign debt and high 
interest rates, it is doubtful whether we will 
ever be able to pay off our debtors. And. 
last year the amount Africa borrowed from 
the IMF was far less than that paid out to it 
in debt repayments.

It is no uncertain prospect that Africa 
faces a possible shortfall in future financial 
aid flows. Against this background Sierra 
Leone’s fight for economic recovery and 
independence assumes seemingly imposs­
ible dimensions. Our unenviable status, in 
the midst of abundant natural resources, as

With the stifling of imported consumer 
commodities by the foreign exchange shor­
tage and large-scale hoarding of existing 
stocks in anticipation of IMF con­
ditionalities, prices have been taking 
opportunistic leaps. The lifting of price 
controls can only herald further price 
increases, as has been the case. In a 
situation where the pricing system is left 
entirely to the market forces of demand 
and supply, and there is a scarcity, real or 
otherwise, the seller will rationally ask and 
receive more for his goods. This, coupled 
with the removal of subsidies on fuel and 
rice — they too will be subjected to the 
forces of demand and supply — gives 
sufficient cause for concern.

In the traditional African setting a man’s 
status is in direct proportion not to the 
numbers of his family members and other 
dependants but to the extent he can 
adequately feed and care for them.

Sierra Leone, which up to the mid 1970s 
was exporting rice surpluses, has been 
AfKlCAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

one of the poorest of the "World’s Poor­
est" nations does not inspire confidence at 
all.

Sierra Leoneans may indeed have sever­
al questions to ask of themselves. Are we 
going to forever remain in this stupor of 
deprivation, reduced to a state of ecstatic 
self-pity? Are our politicians going to 
honestly address themselves to the respon­
sibilities they pleaded for on bent knees? 
Will our economists and intellectuals ever 
come down to the level of earthly reality .’ 
Are we ready to go back to the soil, our 
collective ancestral heritage? We need the 
answers to these and many other questions 
and we need them quickly!

Meanwhile, as their currency continues 
to "float", it remains to be ascertained 
whether Sierra Leoneans are on the verge 
of taking the final, decisive step into the 
bottomless pit of absoluie poverty

J Lanai Sam-Bomah
Freetown, 

Sierra Leone.
5

Why agriculture?
There has been no scarcity of people 

expressing the view that agriculture must 
be the basic ingredient in any realistic 
development strategy for Sierra Leone. I 
remain unapologetically a member of that 
group and with good reason.

In the first place, it has the potential to 
reduce or eliminate the food deficiency; 
secondly, increased agricultural exports 
will generate much needed foreign ex­
change and will increase government re­
venue, doing so cheaply since few 
imported inputs are required.

During the "boom" years of the mid-70’s 
agriculture was earning up to 38% of GDP 
and, in 1976/77, accounting for no less than 
55% of total exports. In a situation where 
70% of the population lives off the land, it 
follows that a productive agricultural sec­
tor can reduce under-employment and lead 
to the improvement of earnings and the 
general quality of life for the "weightier” 
part of Sierra Leone society. Small scale 
industries will also flourish, as raw 
materials will be available for local proces­
sing, preferably using labour-intensive 
methods.

agricultural sector.
A s African Concord (issue No. 98) 

xTkrightly pointed out, a "big sigh" did 
indeed greet the IMF-inspired 1986/87 
budget speech. And along with the sigh 
came the inflationary spiral which served 
adequately to translate esoteric economic 
jargon into simple terms that the man in 
the street could appreciate.

Price control, subsidies on fuel and rice, 
have been done away with. The Leone has 
been floated. Though these measures may 
be meant to stabilise the ruined economy, 
nevertheless there arc some implications 
one must not overlook.

The excessive devaluation of the curren­
cy, for that is what the more fashionable 
“currency flotation” amounts to, does not 
always perform the wonders theory at­
tributes to it. While it will make our 
exports cheaper, this will not result in a 
simultaneous increase in export earnings. 
The inelastic demand of our export com­
modities will tend to neutralise any in­
creased demand resulting from lower 
prices.

In short, we face a reduced foreign 
exchange earning capacity.
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rtin„ o, . ..............- ■ i Wlthou> a conclusive and
:nt councillors, and December 1988 | be accepted by posterity

the presidency, to be zoned in his view every five 
proposes August 1990, just two months before the 
handover. ‘Danjuma’s submission, true, is fraught 
unanswered questions, some sweep::—--------
contradictions. For example, it makes 
a pref J 
prodi

UIV vvnun Mumimsiiuuuii. ,
state and local levels. This idea has since n v 
by retired General Theophilus Danjuma, ar . 
Muhanimed/Obasanjo Administration. na(jon a sense

The Ejoor/Danjuima option is.hU > £®b|lshed in the Lagos- 
of direction if adopted by the ' • Danjuma proposes

[based Guardian of 20 July 1986. Genera J of
.December 1987 for the and December 1988

i governors and local governmet* — _________________
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Needed: A Babangida time-table
• p^igerian politics is anything but dull. At any given time, there is 
i 1 a controversy in national focus, providing the much-

| needed outlet for venting the energy of this vibrant nation. This 
1 time last year, President Babangida , barely one month in power, 

was still enjoying his honeymoon with an elated nation that was 
brimming with gratitude for his overthrow of Buhari’s repressive 
government. Since then, Babangida himself has had the bitter 
taste of what it means to govern Nigerians — a highly perilous and 
utterly frustrating endeavour. These days, the General's once

, extravagant smiles arc no more than sceptical grimaces, as some 
observers have noted.

■ This 26th anniversary, Nigerians, among other developments, 
such as the recent reshuffle of government, are debating the one 
thing the military appear to have no clarity about — how to tackle

i the economy, particularly the increasingly mysterious Second-Tier 
j Foreign Exchange Market (SFEM). With each crucial develop- 
| ment in the nation’s affairs, it has become evident to many 
i Nigerians, if not to the military men themselves, that the khaki 
j men have outlived their usefulness in the corridors of government.

The one difference between civilian rulers and the military, 
i experience has now shown beyond any shadow of doubt, is that 
i the latter are armed.

Perhaps this realisation, which gets sharper with each political 
and economic crisis, may lead to a permanent disengagement of 
the military- from government in 1990. as promised in January by 
President Babangida. Luckily for Nigeria. Babangida seems to be I 
the right man to bring to a permanent end the military s 
adventurism in power and the enormous fortune they have carted 
away along with the politicians. Ibrahim Babangida has the 
reservoir of goodwill and style to accomplish this feat. True, he 
has occasionally listened to dangerous elements and has 
succumbed to their divisive pressures. But critics have not always 
been fair to the General. They judge him in the light of political 
leadership as though he is expected to outshine all his pre­
decessors since independence, whereas he has never made any 
claim to political messianism. He is simply a transitional ruler who 
rescued the nation from the fangs of dictatorship and is now 
preparing to restore civilian rule. It is in this context that he must

, be judged, if a fair analysis is to be made.This independence anniversary coincides with the end of a , 
I national debate on the kind of political system and values Nigeria j 

deserves for a third republic. The J S Cookey Committee, (sec I 
issue no 102) assiened to the task of co-ordinating me debate and i _ ___  ____
summing up their findings, will in due course present the Pr^ident The freedom of Shagari and Ekwueme* shouldT8 
with a blue-print. The Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC) will by a general amnesty for all the politicians ave 
then hopcfulh ' - •*- Rcport and announce a I board "’as the military’s obiectivcPCnnv^Ju K

for elections into the Senate and House of Representatives. For 
.1-------- ;j-----  .... - «- years, he

military’s 
 t with many 

sweeping assumptions and some
...r„,.. makes the assumption that staging 

:sidential election between “the best two state governors” will 
luce a good president, although he takes due cognisance of the 

possibility that “the best two” may come from one zone. But one 
of the difficulties inherent in this method of electing a president is 
that it takes different kinds of personalities, aspirations, vision, 
ability and so on for candidates to emerge for state and national 
offices.

Nonetheless, Danjuma’s contribution has been useful in many 
regards, although by no means seminal. His zoning idea, the call 
for a two-party system and the rejection of diarchy have all been 
addressed before by participants in the national debate. What is 
crucial in the submission is that it gives the dimensions of time and 
schedule. Going by past and recent experience, it will be of 
immense relief to both the Babangida Administration and the 
nation in general if the future is addressed with a time-plan. 
Among the advantages of this step is that it will considerably pre­
empt discontented elements in the military ranks from attempting 
fresh coups; among the civilian ranks it will absorb the restive 
energy of the political class. For regardless of their past misdeeds, 
the hope for Nigeria will ultimately come from uninterrupted 
civilian rule. Nation-building and modernisation can never come 
from the military class.

For President Babangida personally, history will judge his 
success not from any specific transient achievements like the 
establishment of mechanisms for auctioning foreign exchange or 
similar tinkering with the economy. His primary historic respon­
sibilities will revolve around his capacity to found durable political 
institutions which will form the superstructure for the Third 
Republic. But because there is a dialectical relationship between 
institutions and values, it is imperative for the Administration to 
be seen to be taking measures that will ensure a value-oriented 
Third Republic.

The Government’s human rights posture and record have since 
been punctured by glaring inconsistencies and contradictions 
whereby most of the biggest crooks of the Second Republic are 
walking free, while the lesser fry are languishing away in prison 
The freedom of Shagari and Ekwueme should have been followed 

 — imncs!y for .*.!! the pviiticians, if justice across theJh°rookcUv*RcPort and announce ‘11 b°ard was thc military’s objective. Conversely, all those respons- 
. ly deliberate on the Cook > . tah|e regardless of [ ible for the destiny of the crippled republic should have been 

timetable toward 1990- Naturally. ■”<- a bugc , Jal|cd. l0 Ihc cxtenl that tbat was possib|c Mon
what the Cookey Committee rec0. . bj„bcst legislature as of ; ndingvalue in the Second Republic and every politician wi« .....I., 
imprint of the AFRC which is the nation s n g , prcMurc |0 conUol as much o{ p^^ « was under
now. Administration, the idea of a , electorate and the agents used to reach the voters °

As far back as the Buhanddiagbon r bad bccn mootcd The one safeguard needed in evolving durable in..;. .■
phased and gradual return ol power I c a Chief of Slaff in tbc Republic is the provision in the next commt. "ns f°r 
bv retired Brigadier David Ejoor. form .jecljons be held at stiffest possible sanctions against future offend, "m1™ f°' thc 
the Cowon Admmistrat.on-He propose^'ha>Ge^icrarucu|atcd ,n5|it ^o^ ders. Never again

chief under the | electoral commission and the judiciary not tn „ ■ p0 lee' tllc 
branches of government, be allowed to undereoT l'°n.’he ,hrce 
they underwent in the Second Republic™thorn "d °f abusc
receiving long prison sentences. But a partial in b?se rcsP°nsible

AFRICAN c°NCORD2OCTOBERW86
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COMMENTARY

I
The main challenge facing Nigeria is 
agriculture. The future of the nation is 
inseparable from agriculture. Most of 
Nigeria’s 115 million people still live in the 
countryside. It is in the countryside that 
most of the gains can be made in the short 
and medium term.

continue to indulge themselves with a lifestyle that is an insult to 
Nigeria’s people. As long as these parasites retain power, progress 
will be minimal and the effects of government policy will be 
cosmetic.

The main challenge facing Nigeria is agriculture. The future of 
the nation is inseparable from agriculture. Most of Nigeria’s 115 1 
million people still live in the countryside. It is in the countryside ! 
that most of the gains can be made in the short and medium term ‘ 
Despite a few initiatives agricultural output continues to stagnate 
Output last year was below that achieved in 1979 which represents 
a 20 per cent fall in per capita food production.

Until now Nigeria has experienced only statistical growth and not the qualitative changes that imply real development. To! 
develop Nigeria requires a major programme of investment in ' 
agriculture. Only if Nigeria’s farmers are encouraged to prosper 
through the extension of practical assistance can the foundations 
for national development be established. Changes in agriculture can have the most extensive impact on national life. It affects the * 
lives of millions and helps the evolution of the domestic market 
Moreover food imports can be eliminated and Nigeria can earn 
foreign exchange through exports.

It is necessary to stress that half measures will not work. Only a 
major programme implemented by an imaginative leadership can 
achieve results. At the risk of appearing provocative, one idea to 
be considered is to pledge Nigeria’s oil revenue to agriculture. 
Although this revenue is falling it is still sufficient to make a 
substantial difference in agriculture. Such a pledge could ensure 
that precious oil resources will not be frittered away on dubious 
purchases. It is a way of transferring Nigeria’s oil revenues back 
into the land — an investment to secure the nation’s future. i

All Africans ought to be concerned with the future of Nigeria. 
What happens in this great nation has a not insignificant influence 
on the rest of the continent. That is why we fervently hope that 
those with influence and power are now prepared to make the 
hard decisions that Nigeria needs to embark on the road to 
development. Perhaps the slump in oil prices may yet prove to be 
a blessing in disguise. Nigeria can no longer afford to evade the 
main challenge of development. To disregard the compelling 
demands for real change would be to court a national disaster. Let 
this anniversary of Nigeria’s independence serve as an inspiration 
to finally take control of the nation s future. If realistic steps arc

* Nigeria will simply be growing without developing

Nigeria

Growth without development
Since independence, Nigeria has emerged as the leading power in black Africa, but the quality oi life tor the 
vast majority of its population remains stagnant, argues Kofi Buenor Hadjor.

A s Nigeria celebrates its independence anniversary it is worth 
/Vdrawing up a balance sheet of the past 26 years. It goes 
without saying that during this period Nigeria has emerged as the 
leading power in black Africa. This is no small achievement. 
Despite considerable internal tensions and one major civil war 
Nigeria has retained its coherence and has demonstrated the 
resilience of its national institutions.

But looking back upon the post-independence era. the 
predominant impression is one of disappointment. For a while it 
seemed as if Nigeria would emerge as a dynamic, prosperous 
power-house of Africa. Endowed with considerable natural 
resources, including oil, Nigeria appeared to be on the threshold 
of becoming an influential regional power. Today those dreams 
have been replaced by the realisation that there has been no 
qualitative improvement in the lives of the vast majority of 
Nigeria’s population.

Nigeria has been betrayed by politicians and businessmen who 
have literally squandered its fabulous oil wealth. The oil boom 
presented Nigeria with an opportunity to transform its economy 
and improve the quality of life for its people. Instead of investing 
this immense wealth in the future of the nation, private greed has 
had the last say.

Rather than benefiting Nigeria, the oil boom has actually 
damaged economic and social life. The $100 billion dollars earned 
from oil between the years 1973-1981 were spent on ludicrous 
prestige projects benefitting only a handful of entrepreneurs and 
foreign interests. As an alternative to embarking on a develop­
ment strategy organic to Nigeria’s needs, billions were directed 
towards junk factories that have since closed down. There are five 
lorry and car assembly plants in Nigeria — and all of them are 
shut.

Instead of investing in agriculture to revolutionise the lives of 
millions in the countryside, the oil boom actually helped 
undermine it. During the seventies Nigerian farmers suffered a 
major setback. Oil revenues spent on cheap food imports 
destroyed the farmers’ export trade and made it difficult for them 
to even compete on the domestic market. Hitherto self-sufficient 
in food, Nigeria became an importer of food thanks to the oil 
boom. It is no exaggeration to say that Nigeria is now worse off 
than before the oil boom. Since 1978 real incomes have fallen by 
30 per cent and are back to the levels of the late sixties. Real Gross 
Domestic Product today is 15 per cent below its 1978 peak. And 
one of the frightening legacies of the oil bonanza is the dimensions 
of Nigeria’s foreign debt. Indeed the size of overseas debt remains 
a mystery — according to The Economist it is somewhere between 
$15 and $22 billion.

Today, Nigeria is less in control of its resources than during the 
sixties. Despite hesitations, the World Bank stabilisation plan is 
being implemented piecemeal. The recent introduction of the two- 
bar exchange rate for the naira and its devaluation, though 
necessary, indicate the influence of international finance over 
Nigeria’s economic policy. Since last August, the Government of 
Major-General Ibrahim Babangida has undertaken a clean-up of 
the worst excesses. However, Nigeria has many obstacles to 
overcome before it can begin to realise its potential as the leading 
force in black Africa.

Despite devaluation and the crackdown on the privileges of the 
elite, the power of the old vested interest has not yet been broken. 
The black market flourishes and many of those who have enriched 
themselves at the expense of the nation continue to thrive. To be 
sure the nouveau riche are less ostentatious and more circumspect ----------- .
about advertising their ill-gotten gains, but behind the scenes they | not pursued,

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986



w.

 h:ch ad'e ’.i.'C

■1;

Sews  

 

' ' • -2" S." •
- - ■ V.. re™..

■■••■■■■-: ... ackers and top c;.,- —•••'-.<-

; ■ in easil>

5 " ' '

....  r ■-...-: e SOcicrj > C.’ ■■---• • ; S enunciated by 
::• dr.a s> t down to „ .r the 

. ; ----- he paten; -: ■ mo: l> or uh) M-. \ and .v: Mr. Z has been aprs^med.
■• . Righ: r.s a , rhe cr-.c-.us ?■ re;.:.-; rhe safeguards cr. :he So-

lu-hcr Foreign Exchange SFEM) is already go­
on — how iraders would -Aider, -heir smuggling opera-

c rcpreseni the 
cannot be w ashed 

that w e still lack

mge Marker (SFE\ 
! ing on — how traders would widen -heir si 
i dons by having easier access to foreign curre: 
1 These fears .are often exaggerated but thev 

realities of our national existence. They can’n 
away in the face of overwhelming evidence f..«< —- 
the basic ingredients of self-government. 26 years after our 
flag hois’ed.

___________________ — Lewis Obi
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 19$6



Cover Story

!

hem strongman. Ahmadis Be!.'Birst Opposition leader, Awolowo

Census disputed

British legacy

linked up to

was 
whatf

The thinking then, which the 
revenue allocation formula 
helped to encourage, was that 
the largest region would be sure 
to cart away the largest share of 
the nation’s revenue.

rulani of the North.
/Xlthough. in theory, leaders of the time 

professed to believe in a united Nigeria, 
individually their primary loyalty was with 
their respective regions. Thus there were 
early signs that Nigeria was essentially 
three nations trying to exist as one. It was 
to become a major problem As one writer 
once observed “Tribalism was more of a 
tool than a cause. It was deftly used by 
leaders — few leaders, if any resisted its 
attraction. Not Zik, not Awo. not Sardau- 
na. They used it with excellence and set a 

___  — ...x- structure that has defied change while also 
regions of the"hation each had claiming to be nationalists and advocates of

nini-0overnnu’nt« Th.« none Nigeria — when it suited them ”

Late Prime Minister Balewa First President, Azikiwc

Nigerian Independence Anniversary 

Still hop's afer the 
A look at Nigeria's post independence history by Okechukwu Ifionu.

n October 1 I960 the Union Jack was of the East, and the NPC. the Hausas and 
V-r replaced by the Nigerian flag in whatr : f •’ *■’ 
today is known as Tafewa Balewa Square! 
in Lagos. A new nation was born. Fori 
nearly a century Nigeria had been under 
the yoke of colonial rule but the nationalist 
struggle became stronger as the years went 
by. reaching a climax in the 1950s. When 
Nigeria eventually became independent 
there was not only nationwide euphoria 
but great hope for the future.

Self rule began with a coalition govern­
ment of the Northern Peoples' Congress I 
(NPC) and the National Council of Nigeria 
and the Cameroon.* (NCNC) But the 
three mam regions of theThatinn each had 
their own mini-governments The Eastern 
Region was controlled by the NCNC under 
the premiership of the late Michael 
Iheonukara Okpara; the Western by the 
Action Group (AG), its premier the late 
Chief Samuel Ladoke Akintola; while the 
Northern Region was controlled by the 
NPC under the late Alhaji Ahmadu Bello.

violent disorder on the floor of the West­
ern Mouse of Assembly in 1962 The 
dispute was caused mainly by the 
“differences on tactics” between Chief • 
Samuel Akintola. the premier of Western 
region who advocated that the party should • 
enter a Federal coalition government ' 
and Chief Obafemi Awolowo who was 
strongly against this view. A state of 
emergency in the W’est was eventually 
declared by Prime Minister Tafawa Bale­
wa. Meanwhile Awolowo. who had been 
under house arrest sequel to these events 
was charged with treason. Along with 
notable members of the Action Group he 
was trying to overthrow the Federal 
Government and was sentenced to ten 
years imprisonment.

On many occasions each of the three 
regions behaved in a manner that sug­
gested their lack of faith in the federation. 
In 1963, for example, an attempt at a 
national census proved a fiasco. The exer­
cise was considered to be simply unaccep., 
able by many people. Population figures 
were believed to have been inflated by 
each region in a bid to come out the 
largest. The thinking then, which the 
revenue allocation formula helped to en- 

> courage, was that the largest region would 
I be sure to cart away the largest share of the 
’ nation's revenue. This in turn had encour- 
1 aged widespread fraud which in some cases 

meant the counting of the dead and even

Under (he Westminster style parliamen­
tary' democracy which the new nation had 
inherited from the British, there was a 
National Legislative .Assembly and a 
I louse of Senate in Lagos, while m each of 
the three regions, there were a regional 
House of Assembly and a House of Chiefs 
whose function was mainly advisory.

One of the characteristics of political life 
at the time was the power exerted by the 
different parties. Ministers and other lead- i 
ing public servants all owed their positions I 
to the party they belonged to and as a ' 
result it was m them that their first loyalties 1

-h--<? -n
main ethnic groups - the AG. led by Tire results were never publisnhedP ........ -
Obafenu Awolowo was Yoruba domt- Earlier, the Action Group had been hit Ahmadu Bello, 
nated; Nnamdr Azikiwe s NCNC, the Ibo by a severe crisis which was to lead to a linked up to fo 
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Another census was conducted • 
November 1963 and the result was released 
in February 1964. Again it was a subject of 
intense dispute Some regions, notably the 
East and Midwester regions, rejected h 
arguing that the figures for the Northern 
Region had been "highly inflated.” 
.though the official population of 

cer-1 country was put at 55.7 million, nianv 
.•pt-/ people doubted the accuracy of this figUre

The crisis that rocked the Action Group 
and the circumstances of the second census 
had brought about considerable *hifts jn 
political alliances. This resulted Jn the 
formation of new political parties against 
the forthcoming federal election scheduled 
for 1964. The NPC teamed up with the 
Nigerian National Democratic partv 
(NNDP). which had been formed by Chief 
Akintola after his break with the AG. t0 
form the Nigerian National Alliance 
(NNA) under the leadership Of

• " -',!o. The NCNC and the AG 
form the United Progressive

9
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The Aburi Accord

Late General Ironsi

I

Northern suspicion

) akubu Gowon

these were 
Tafawa 
tola.

___ _
Emeka Ojukwu

$

1966, Lt Col Yakubu Gowon. then Chief 
of Army Staff, emerged as the country’s 
new military Head of State. But these 
quickly occurring events left the country 
badly disunited. Mutual distrust had only 
increased to unmanageable proportions 
particularly with the now unabated killings 
of Easterners in the North The country 
that Gowon had taken over was on the 
throes of collapse.

Muhammed
When Gowon ignored his 1976 deadline? 

for a return to civilian rule, he invited the, 
anger of other military officers. Before the 
deadline ran out he was toppled by another 
military leader whose zest and attitude to| 
matters of national consequence won him' 
the admiration of many of his subjects. 
Brigadier Murtala Muhammed was 
announced as Head of State on Tuesdayj 
July 29 1975 while Gowon was attending 
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Grand Alliance (UPGA). Both parties 
agreed to field joint lists of candidates and 
to publish their manifestoes for the federal 
elections. The 1964 elections were boycot­
ted by UPGA in protest against the 
Electoral Commission’s rejection of its 
demand for the postponement of the 
election. The consequence was that there 
were no elections in the East and Midwest 
regions, resulting in a huge victory for the 
NN A. However a compromise was 
reached in which it was agreed that a 
broad-based national government should 
be formed, with Tafawa Balewa as the 
Prime Minister.

The 1965 elections of the Western House 
of Assembly turned out to be what an 
eyewitness had described as the most 
massively rigged election in the history of 
parliamentary democracy in Nigeria. Its 
outcome provoked incidents of arson and 
murder that were to earn the region the 
sobiquet of “wild, wild West". Thcsei 
disheartening events were believed to have 
prompted a group of Nigerian soldiers into | 
attempting to seize power from civilians in I 
January 1966. Although the Major Chuk-| 
wuma Nzeogwu-led putsch failed it was not 
before some key figures in the First 
Republic had been assassinated. Among 

vere Alhaji Ahmadu Bello, Sir 
Balewa, and Chief Ladoke Akin-

An ad hoc constitutional conference be-, 
came imperative to review the country s 
constitution in the face of the ensuing 
crisis. But it produced nothing due. as one 
source put it, to “distrust and bitterness”. 
Another was convened at Aburi, Ghana.\ 
Here there was some form of agreement to I 
introduce a greater measure of decentral- I 
isation by increasing the powers of the 
regions. However, military leaders, on I 
return to Lagos gave different interprets- 1 
tions of the Aburi accord. Meanwhile [ 
hostility against Easterners in the North 
had become worse. Everything was fast 
building up to a tragic climax.

On May 27. 1967, Lt Col Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, military governor of the Eastern 
Region, declared the independent Repub­
lic of Biafra and ordered that all royalties 
and other taxes that used to go to the 
Federal Government be henceforth paid 
into the Eastern Nigeria Treasury. Fighting A 
broke out on July 6 after Gowon had 
already split the country into 12 states to 
allay the fears of the minorities, but mainly i 
to undercut Ojukwu’s power base. Thirty 
months into the war Biafra collapsed but 
the country had lost a great deal in human 
and material resources.

Gen Yakubu Gowon was faced with thet 
enormous responsibility of reconstructing! 
and rehabilitating a war-ravaged nation.' 
There were hardships over the country, but 
the country's oil wells were gushing with 
high grade petroleum. The money needed 
for reconstruction was no problem.

Gowon worked hard to change the! 
nation s agonising experience to one of I 
°pe- But he has also been accused of 

profligacy in the expenditure of the na­
tion s resources.

The pattern of these killings and the fact 
that the coup makers came mainly from 
one ethnic group let to great suspicion 
among northerners.

Nzeogwu and his men. before they were 
overcome by fellow soldiers loyal to Bale­
wa. had promised among other things “to 
create a free country, devoid of corruption, 
nepotism, tribalism and regionalism.’’ 
Ironically some people believed th'-y had 
been tnbally inspired in their bid to 
overthrow the government.

Barely 24 hours after the attempted 
coup. Aguiyi Ironsi became the Head of 
State.Ironsi issued a decree suspending sec-, 
tions of the constitution that provided fora 
president, prime minister, and parliament 
and appointed regional governors. On May 
24, 1966, he issued another decree which 
brought about drastic changes in the feder­
al structure of the country'. Decree No. 34 
instituted a provincial system of adminsit- 1 
ration. Thus the regions became groups of 
provinces and the Federal Military 
Government itself became the National 
Milaitary Government But these reforms . 
met with violent resistance in the North a I 
few days after it was issued.

On July 29, while Ironsi was on a tour of : 
♦he country. he was kidnapped at Ibadan

i .ef k ..ed by soldiers from Northern/ . tffia Ttott days later on August IJ

Hi
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President Babwula
Gtn Buhari (rid)

1 t,l
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Murtala Muhammed
the OAU Heads of State meeting ini’ 
Kampala. Uganda The new leader came 
with measures that brought about sweep­
ing changes in the socio-political life of the 
nation.

Muhammed acted swiftly in setting up a 
commission to look into the demand for 
the creation of more states; he purged the 
civil service, the police, customs and the 
armed forces of their dead-wood and! 
removed many permanent secretaries He ' 
also wasted no time in setting an agenda 
for a return to civil rule. He appointed a 
50-mcmber constitution-drafting com­
mittee to give the nation a new constitution 
against 1979 when he had hoped to hand 
over to a freely elected government. But 
Muhammed was assassinated on February

Shehu Shagari
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

13. 1976. By the time he had divided the f 
nation into 19 states and restmetured the J 
local government system.

After he was murdered in an attempted / 
coup led by one Lt Col Bukar Dimka. I 
Muhammed’s Chief of Staff, Supreme 
Headquarters, Gen Olusagun Obasanjo 
succeeded him as Head of State. Obasanjo 
kept to the letter and spirit of virtually all 
of Muhammed’s programmes.

After the draft consitution was submit­
ted by the Rotimi Williams Committee, 
Obasanjo constituted a wider body to 
debate and ratify it. And in keeping with 
Muhammed’s desire, on October 1. 1979. 
the military handed over to an elected 
civilian president. Alhaji Shehu Shagari. <z 

The period between 1979 and ’83 witnes­
sed the progressive plundering of the\ 
nation’s wealth by greedy politicians and) 
the barefaced rigging of elections by over- 
ambitious candidates. Ethnic politics re-"\ 
turned in full swing during the Second 
Republic. The atmosphere reeked of 
corruption and incompetence. In Decem­
ber 1983 the military returned with Gener­
al Muhafnmadu Buhari emerging as the' 
Head of State.

Buhari started out tough and single- 
m.inded but soon showed signs of double 
standards He became too close to tradi­
tional rulers who many Nigerians had come 
to regard as abhorrent because of their role 
in the Second Republic.

Buhari also clamped down on freex 
speech. He quickly promulgated the ’ 
notorious Decree No. 4 of 1984 to deal 
with journalists who attempted to criticise gramme for a retur 
the Government functionaries. Two jour- and has contituted^ 
nalists were sent to jail for one year and 
their newspaper fined N50.000.

However, Buhari’s War Against Indisci­
pline did inject some docs of orderliness in 
Nigerians by the time the administration 
was sacked in August last year by Ibrahim,

General Obasanjo
Babangida’s administration is barely one 

year old now and is the 5th military 
government to rule the country. It has had 
to tackle a few knotty problems such as 
whether or not the country should take the i 
IMF loan. It has also quashed one attemp- j 
ted coup d’etat and is still doing battle with t 
the nation’s worsening economic condi­
tion. Babangida has set a political pro- 

ramme for a return to civilian rule in 1990 
la political bureau whose 

job is to co-ordinate debates on the 
appropriate political system for the nation 
and make recommendations to the govern­
ment. Observers, however, say that the 
issue of a census for the country should 
have taken precedence over any political 
agenda.
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Room for development

of imported meat, wheat, rice and other

Agriculture presently employs 70 per 
cent of the labour force. This indicates low 
productivity. Farming is still essentially 
subsistence. The small-holders who domi­
nate the sector have to contend with 
outmoded technology, ineffective distribu­
tion and marketing services, and problems

Recently wealthy businessmen 
have become involved in 
farming.

A ggravated by drought and desertifica- 
-£>.tion, the gross neglect of agriculture 
has taken a heavy toll. Its contribution to 
gross domestic products (GDP) was 64 per 
cent in the 60s. It declined to 44.6 per cent 
in the 70s, staying at 23 per cent in the first 
half of the 80s.

This trend brought down its growth rate 
by 10.5 per cent in 1975/76. Comparing 
poorly with the estimated annual 2.5 to 3.5 
per cent rate of population increase, it read 
zero in 1976/77 and continued its descent at 
an average rate of five per cent between 
1978 and 1980. Denoting this fall, local rice 
production, which was 270 tonnes between 
1978/79, collapsed to 99 tonnes in 1983/84.

As a result, the country has become 
dependent on food and raw material 
imports. Some of them formerly exported 
food items. Signifying an eight-fold rise in 
six years, food import bills jumped from 
N126.3 million in 1972 to Nl,027.1 million 
in 1978. Since then it has averaged annual­
ly at N1.5 billion, about 15 per cent GDP. 
Steps have since been taken to reduce this

An acute shortage of reliable up-to-date statistics is one of the indices 
of underdevelopment in Nigeria. Fredlintaz Igbeare attempts an 
assessment of the country’s development since independence.

Food Production, (1970/75), Operation 
Feed the Nation (1975/79) and the Green 
Revolution (1979/83) have come and gone, 
but the problem has remained. What 
rankles most is that, according to the third 
national development plan (1981/85), 76.9 
per cent of Nigeria’s land is potentially 
cultivable. Of this, less than 50 per cent is 
actually used.

The steel industry is still bogged 
down with problems.

In 1980, there were 2,314 industrial 
establishments in Nigeria. They employed 
453,632 paying Nl,121,954 with gross out- 
put at 10,246,438. In 1976 the gross output 
waSj N3,814,810. It was N21,681;374 in 

 After a decline of 12 per cerit in 1984,
the index of manufacturing ^production 
rose by 19.2 per cent in 1985. On the 
whole, the index of industrial production  rose by 14.7 per cent in 1985 as^-against a
decline of 4.9 per cent in 1984. This 
improved showing arose from the stream­
lining of the import licence system which 
ensured a greater flow of imported raw 
materials and spare parts, according to the 
Central Bank of Nigeria.

The stcel industry is still bogged down 
tion and marketing services, and problems with problems. It was planned to provide a
with obtaining even small loans. Recently spring base for the nation’s industrial take-
wealthy businessmen have become in- off. Only the Aladja complex in Kwara

„M,W a,llvv  volvcd in farming and this in addition to State is operating but at less than full
trend by the government with the banning favourable weather conditions has brought capacity. It is hit by the foreign exchange
of imported meat, wheat, rice and other some successes. The index of agricultural shortage since it imports over 90 per cent
items. Besides the Agriculture’s share of production therefore showed an increase of its imputs, most of which could be
total exports was 85.6 per cent in 1960. of 4.2 per cent in 1984, sustained at 2.5 per obtained locally. The Ajaokuta Mills in
After ten years it reduced to 30 per cent. In cent in 1985. . Niger State are yet to start operation
another ten years, it shrunk to 2.4 In the industrial sector the share of because of bureaucratic snare-ups

But there has not been a shortage of manufacturing to GDP rose from two per Initially, the industry was * 
government efforts to boost agricultural cent in 1960 to ten per,cent in 1982^Jts produce only iron rods which 
production. Drawing billions of naira, 
programmes l.\v —- -* - “

12

=1 
between 1976 and 1980. It crashed in 1983, <
when foreign exchange restraints in­
creased. The contribution generally of the 
industry to GNP rose from 3.6 per cent in 
1960 to a peak of 9.5 per cent in 1970. It | 
fell to 4.7 per cent in 1975.

Companies in the industrial sector also 
depend largely on foreign imputs. And 
with the sharp decline in their foreign 
exchange allocation, they have had to sack 
workers, close down factories and often 
operate at less than 50 per cent capacity.

The import substitution strategy, where­
by locally produced materials are encour­
aged, has many shortcomings as revealed 
by the national’s 98.8 per cent import 
dependence for industrial goods and 93.9 
per cent for agricultural machinery.

But manufacturing concerns have ex­
panded their scope of operation over the 
years. They now produce food, beverages 
and tobacco, textiles, leather and wood 
products, paper, medicines, cosmetics, 
toiletries, rubber and plastic goods, beer 
and soft drinks to name but a few'. Agro­
based industries, however, are yet to 
realise their full potential. The indigenisa- 
tion efforts of the 70s and the banning of 
imported garments and leather products 
encouraged local industry but in spite of 
this banned goods still enter the country 
illegally. 

The Range Rover Assembly Line: the component parts arc manufactured abroad

capacity. It is hit by the foreign exchange
•• — 7U pui Will

of its imputs, most of which could be1 an increase 
of 4.2 per cent in 1984, sustained at 2.5 per 
cent in 1985.

In the industrial sector the share of 
manufacturing to GDP rose from two per 
cent in 1960 to ten per cent in 1982. Its

Drawing billions OI nana, givwui ime wuiui w«u» 10 pui win 111 ijij, 
like the National Accelerated slowed down to an average of 12 per cent

yet to start operation

Initially, the industry

growth rate which was 18 per cent in 1975, tant for the expanding construction indus-

planned to 
are impor-

try but flat sheet steel used in producing 
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earned N85 billion in oil revenue and N43 
billion between 1979 and 1983. But the 
country wasted a great deal of this monev 
and imports rose to an unprecedented N 1.2 
billion a month in 1981. When oil prices 
came tumbling down, the country- suffered 
Foreign reserves disappeared and the ex­
ternal debt increased. The oserdepend- 
ence of the nation on petroleum earnings 
has not yet been solved.

Although overshadowed by petroleum, 
other mining activities have been going on 
since independence, but of minor contribu­
tion to the GDP: marble, radio-active 
minerals, tin, lead, zinc, limestone and 
cement.

:es who are most 
; According to 
; Anr.y Staff. Lt 

t who has argued 
vigorously against diarchy, co1 
normally undertaken by midd e 
officers who, by rank and experience,

production capacity as at 1960 was 17,000 
barrels. The quadrupling of oil prices in 
1970 and the rise of production to 395.8 
million barrels per year, had a dramatic 
effect on the Nigerian economy. By 1980, 
the value of oil exports was N13.3 billion, 
accounting for 98 per cent of government 
export earnings and over 80 per cent of its 
revenue. With this, the government could 
afford devoting gigantic sums to the 
country’s development plan: N43 billion 
(1975-80) and N82 billion (1981-85) as 
against N2.2 billion (1962-68) and N3.2 
billion (1970-74) in less prosperous 
periods.

Between 1958 and 1983, the country

provide them with a political platform. But 
it is doubtful if “military democracy,” 
which is nothing but a proposition for a 
system of professional apartheid, will be 
taken seriously in Nigeria.

Serious debate

too young to be in the government.
It seems clear that civilians will not 

abdicate government solely to soldiers, and 
since it also seems that the efficacy of 
diarchy cannot be sustained theoretically, 
it would therefore appear that the ultimate 
position would be that of military disen­
gagement from politics. And how do the 
military become disengaged from a role 
they have imposed on themselves? This is 
the million dollar question that Nigerians 
must be prepared to resolve. One cannot 
but agree with Lt Colonel Umar, political 
scientist and military governor of Kaduna 
state, who. in dismissing the idea of 
diarchy as “very cheap." submitted that 
only “good government” would reduce 
coups. But what is good government, and 
good in whose eyes? are questions which 
must be thoroughly appraised in the search 
for a stable Nigeria.

The truth of the matter is that factions 
exist in the Nigerian mililtary, and each 
faction tends to outsmart the other as a 
political party with a stake in the governing 
process. This has been facilitated by the 
fact that the Nigerian politican has proved 
himself to be incapable of respecting that 
element of change which is central to the 
principles of democracy. Once a govern­
ment has been installed, it assumes that it 
must govern for eternity, whether it is 
popular or not. When the military strikes, 
it secs itself as the vanguard of expression 
for a people whose enthusiasm for respons-

More serious debates are to be sought in 
the diarchy proposition. By definition, 
diarchy is government by two independent 
authorities; in the Nigerian context, the 
civilian politicians and the military. I he 
proposition was advanced by Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, and has been either supported, 
abridged or expanded by Messrs Arthur 
Nwanko, S G Ikoku. Chief H O Davies 
and a host of others. The central thesis ot 
diarchy is that political stability can only be 
assured if power is shared between e 
military and civilians, since it is the former 
that wrests power from the latter, t is 
further assumed that this would put an end 
to corruption, election rigging, administra­
tive ineptitude and other ills associate 
with civilian rule. The idea of diarchy has 
been effectively floated not only by arm­
chair theorists and politicians but, more 

’ " \ . y some prominent members
of the military. .

There are two arguments against th 
---------- proposition. The first is thatt if 13 Y 

continue governing the country, and any assures stability, one must be able to arg—----------------- =_:_ .u that ail military administrations are stable ---------
This is an argument which opponents ot for a people whose enthusiasm for respons-
diarchy contend cannot be upheld in view ,ble and responsive government has been
of the experience of counter-coups. The sabotaged in the electoral process. Hence,
second argument is that those officers who Iherc has been an electoral connection in
would be drafted into a diarchical arrange- each of the coups that has sent civilians
ment may not be the ones who are most packing.
likely to stage coups. According extent to which the military has
m:—_t-------r'ki.r r»f Armv Stan, s- becn able to live up to the role it has

imposed on itself is a matter for value 
judgement. One thing which seems frus­
trating is that each succeeding government

13

General T Y Danjuma,

car bodies has been ignored. Had it not, 
then the assembly plants producing 
Peugeot, Mercedes and Volkswagen pro­
ducts would not have suffered recession. 
Flat sheets also facilitate the production of 
tanks, oil pipelines, casing of military 
hardware and motor cycles. All of these 
are presently imported, contributing to the 
country’s unfavourable trade imbalance.

The programme mapped out for the 
petrochemical sector is still in stage one, 
which is said to be nearing completion. 
Liquified natural gas production is yet to 
take off, with the country’s huge gas 
reserves still being wasted.

Oil production started in 1958. Average

Military’s unwritten agenda
The military’s withdrawal from the political scene is an important issue for public debate, writes Anthony A 

Akinola.
■VJXZhen President Babangida takes the
V v salute at the independence parade 

on 1 October, it will be exactly twenty 
years since the Nigerian military asserted 
its nght to rule. The military has now been 
in power for seventeen of the twenty six 
years of Nigerian independence.

Yet the role of the army in the governing 
process has not been constitutionally de­
fined. Nor do Nigerians believe that a 
political system characterised by instability 
— coups and counter-coups — is the one 
with which their nation must be identified.

Consequently, the issue of the military in 
politics has engendered a growing body of 
literature. Popular views can be brought 
under three distinct umbrellas, "Military 
Democracy,” “Diarchy” and “No Diar­
chy." The proposition that has been tagged 
"military democracy” has a recent advo­
cate in Chief Saka Layonu, former secre­
tary of the defunct Great Nigeria People’s 
Party (GNPP). He suggested, while testify­
ing before the Justice Bolarinwa Babalakin 
Commission of Inquiry set up to probe the 
activities of the defunct Federal Elec’oral 
Commission (FEDECO), that: “Political 
science should be introduced into the _..........
syllabus of the Nigerian Defence Academy significantly, by 
and all other military institutions in the «r 
country, so that the army can be trained in 
the art of ruling. They should therefore 

civilian who wants to rule should join the 
army.”

Chief Layonu’s suggestion, ridiculous or 
sarcastic depending on how one looks at it, 
seems to be a genuine expression of 
frustration at both the inability of civilians 
to govern themselves and the inability of 
the military to wait while things sorted out „1%w, __ r
in a process of gradual evolution. Today, it Nigeria's former Chief of Army
is not uncommon to hear young Nigerians ~ . — -. — • — ...hn ha
express the ambition to join the military, 
not for the purpose of defending their 
nation against external agression but to 
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■has made angry condemnations of corrup­
tion, which turn out to be documentary 
speeches .that would only be admired in a 
school of rhetoric.’ The bankruptcy of 
successive governments to the collective 
wealth of Nigerians has Veen shared by Lt 
General T Y Danjumi: “Corruption had 
existed, and in fact flourished, even during

National Art theatre, Lagos

'Arts and Culture

The wheel of progress
Much strides have been recorded in Nigeria’s art 
and culture since
T?ROM hindsight, it could only be 
A described as a confounding arcade 
□f styles, belief, implements and arts. 
But 26 years after independence, Nigeria 
has managed- to merge reasonably more 
than 250 intrinsic ways of life of its 
plural ethnic, groups, plus a formidable 
dose of foreign cultures. The British 
were able to tamper with practically all 
of the indigenous nations through one or 
more strategies in order to reflect a 
British-oriented culture.

If it was the duty of the missionaries 
to entice with refined products on one 
hand, and indoctrination on the other, it 
fell on our founding fathers to ostracize 
these alien habits and set about an inter­
nally generated cultural value. But 
western training, coupled with a fascina­
tion for western artifacts till but oblite­
rated such thoughts from their minds. 
Instead it led to the embracing of such 
values as western suits and other dresses, 
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

the years of Nigeria’s corrective military 
rule . .

One may, therefore, conclude that 
Nigeria can only achieve great heights in an 
ordered society, a society where the soldier 
embraces the ethics of professioc.dism, 
and where the politician is not only 
protecting and advancing the interests of

the governed, but is ako seen to be doing 
so.

President Babangida s call for a national 
debate has historical significance, and it is 
hoped that the debate will expose the 
causes of our political and economic insta­
bility. so that the lesson of history can bf 
learned for the betterment of the future

she attained nationhood.
foreign arts, literature, music and dance. 
There was almost a total abandonment 
of local implements for foreign 
technology and medicine, and a deep 
commitment to the mastery of the 
English Language to the extent of nearly 
jettisoning of the mother tongue and-in­
digenous ideas. Indeed, in the ’60s the 
Nigerian woman was not allowed to 
wear the traditional wrapper to her work 
place.

Yet deep down, however, the majority 
of Nigerians never really broke the 
cultural link. In Ilc-Ifc alone, the 
400-odd annual festivals that date to im­
memorial times still persist. And 
although there is a large population of 
muslims and Christians, many still revert 
to traditional religious practices in 
times of extreme stress. This is most true 
about traditional medicine.

In the early ’60s, Professor Adeoye 
Lambo, a member of the World Health

modern psychiatry, a feat he achieved 
With fhe setting up of the Psychiatric 
Hospital. Aro, m Abeokuta, Ogun 

^'^n |975 Professor Umaru Shehu of 
Ahmadu Bello Universtiy, Zaria again 
advocated the use of traditional healers 
for the mentally disturbed and tradi- 
lional midwives in rural areas. Dennis 
ivarva another specialist, suggested 
hat healers should be employed to drive 

m.t evil spirit from persons tormented 
it Whilst some western trained 

med eal practitioners, who are vastly 
outnumbered-by their traditional coun- 

r»c maintain that the latter s prac- 
!-’rp“ unscientific and should not be of. 
r 'l V endorsed, D.N. Ojanuga, in 
?O77.7S found out that 58"., of western 

nollcd agreed that traditional 
^T^hould^’rk in government hos- 
doc under western doctors' supervi- 
P‘ k i m to 88"r of the western doctor, 
ston. Up wcrc in favour of lcamil 
°ntAith traditional doctors if they 
“pe,ved more modern Iramtng. and up
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sastiJssass before won “n!n8 ln mtldcrn medicine 
Mounding 7fiVn 'hc hospilals and an 
und'-nhetn^“ Wrc rcad>' 10 work 
doctors ThPCR'S10n of western-lraincd

exist ThC an,hr°morphic in nature still 
vinue uHie5 symbolise a particular 
•die vWh,Ch they are worshipped. In 
led hv ^-Festival, which is celcbra- 
ihe^u ethnic ^ups, the deity is 
fui .rvesL B>' far a more colour- 
n:al 15 l^e Pategi Regatta, a bien- 
frnm nEf fesl*val. Competitors come 
p • ?a and Participate with local 
hM i boatsmen. The canoes arc 

ecked with colourful buntings, whilst 
urummers, mascots, dancers, musicians 
I a. s,ngers are beset in all of them, to 
*end morale to the boatsmen. When they 
are called, up by the Pategi monarch, 

cj row to their positions on the stream 
and paddle furiously upstream. The win­
ners are then picked' by the judges and 
given prizes.

International participation in some 
• igerian festivals has waxed stronger in 
spite of indigenous apathy. In the an­
nual Oshun and Argungu Fishing 
festivals, tourist followerships have 
emerged. International worshippers 
follow the Ataoja- in the Osun festival, 
with his retinue to the Oshun river when 
be goes io renew his pact with the god­
dess Oshun. Folklore has it that the then 
Ataoja, Oba Laro of Oshogbo made a

perform 
tatted figure 
the ancestor*, 
festival into a

Yeyeosun festival
pact with the goddess at the river, after 
which a large fish spat some water into 
his hands. This water, it is believed, has 
the effect of making barren women fer­
tile. Thus, women turn out in large 
numbers at the festival, evoking the river 
goddess with bells, and drinking the. 
water for fertility.

The Argungu fishing festival, located 
in a small desert village called Argungu 
in Sokoto State, is centred around com­
petitive fishing. The gods are appeased 
with a sacrifice of mixed honey with rice 
flour balls, a red nanny goat, a couple of 
black and red hens, water melons, 
kolanuts, pawpaw and onions. If these 
sacrifices at the river appease the gods 
and ancestors, they believe bie fishes 
will be caught when the festival is 
declared open. For tourists’ benefit, it 
has been lengthened from 1 to 5 days 
and it now includes wrestling and box

ing, matches, and dancing.
The Lagos Adimuorisha plays — 

funeral obsequies staged in memory of a 
distinguished son or daughter of Lagos 
— was originally well-planned and 
orderly, attracting a wide todrist 
followership. Unfortunately, the calibre 
of people who enter to perform the 
*Eyo* (white ghost-like hatted figures 
with clubs, representing the ancestors) 
have all but turned the 
yearly bloodthirsty ritual.

Some men of letters have captured 
many of these festivals in their b( ' 
Wole Soyinka’s’ poem, ‘Idanre’ 
‘Kongi’s harvest’ a drama, were dei 
from harvest festivals. In Chinua 
Achebc’s ‘Things Fall Apart’ (which has 
been made into a television mini-series) 
and ‘Arrow of God.’ he throws in 
sight into the Igho yam festival and the 
Igbo culture at large, suggesting both 
their dignities and their shortcomings.

In recent times, television has made 
tremendous strides in solving the pro­
blems of ethnicity and creating a na­
tional culture. In national events, a com­
mon motion is transmitted whether it be 
national moilrning, or celebration or 
sporting achievements. Families share 
these common experience across the na­
tion and ills nurturing especially the 
priviledged children to a less restricted 
view of their environment. The former 
Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) 
Director-General, Vincent Maduka, 
estimates that nearly 85000 hours of dif­
ferent programmes are watched every 
year, with a viewership of over 20 
million ip 1984 from only a few thou­
sand at the time of independence.

Basically it was a slow beginning for 
television growth. On October 31st 1959 
the Western Nigeria Television. .Ibadpn 
(WNTV) went on air as the first 
television station in Nigeria. By in­
dependence day the next" year, Eastern 
Nigeria Television, Enugu, started 
broadcasting. And at the beginning of 
1962, Radio and Television Kaduna was 
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set up. By 1976, the number of television 
stations had risen and they were all 
taken over by the Federal government by 
Decree 24 of 1977. Subsequently, 12 
more were added to the station owned 
by the Federal government, whilst 12 
new station were created by state 
governments according to, provisions of 
a new constitution in 1979, brineing the 
total to 34 television stations presently 
being operated.

Moreover, a 1984 report by the 
Organisation fQr African Unity Agency 
for Radio and Television, URTNA, 
showed Nigeria as the highest producer 
of local television programmes in 
Africa, apart from Egypt. The conse­
quent effect could be the enhancement 
of the various Nigerian cultures locally 
and abroad. One of such programmes, 
IcheokU, produced by NTA Enugu 
(established on October 1st 1960) is a 
comedy which shows the pattern of 
operations in colonial courts where the 
British District Officer presided and 
assisted by local district cobrt clerks as 
interpreters. Another. ‘Samaja’ nroduc- 
ed by NTA Kaduna (established in 
March 1962) is a comedy which depicts 
life in- the army barracks ds seen by a 
semi-illiterate warrant officer.

Lagos Television, Ikeja, established in 
November 1980 has perhaps the most 
pioneering achievement by launching the 
Lagos Weekend Television (LWT) 
which runs round the clock from Fridays 
to Sundays, except for a short break 
trom .5—8 of the mornings. Kiddies 
Times and Horror Tales are some of its 
star programmes. But perhaps the most 
popular television organisation by far is 
the NTA National Production Lagos, 
producing, all network programmes 
which include popular soap operas like

Bobby Benson: A pioneer of highlife music

Cock Crow At Dawn and Mirror In The 
Sun. High ratings were achieved for 
serials Second Chance, Family Menu, 
the new Village Headmaster and Tales 
by Moon Light.

New independent television produc­
tion houses have sprang up. Alpha Com­
munications Ltd., a private film-making 
agenev co-directed’ bv Jab Adu who 
plays the lead role in its series ‘Wheel of 
Progress’ is one, whilst Mike Enahoro, a 
former senior broadcaster with NTA is 
the director of Prime Television whose - 
Sounds of Destiny has also gained some 
interest nationwide. ‘Things Fall Apart,’ 
is a mini-series produced by NTA and 
\frican Continental Bank, in television

interpretation of Chinua Achebe’s book 
of the same title, it is perhaps currently 
the most valued indigenous programme 
by television viewers.

A budding crop of nationally-known 
actors has been developed. Okpala, 34 is 
an actor and scriptwriter. He has 

featured in plays such as ‘W hind Versus 
‘Sons ana Daughters’ and 
And The Jewel’ (all by 
Wole Soyinka). Also 

,v______ ' ‘c Crow At Dawn,’ and
his most distinctive performance is as the 
whimsical Chief Zebrudaya Okoroigive 
Nwogbo, alias “4.30” in the satirical 
‘Masquerade’ drama series. Clarion 
Chukwura 23, actress, dramatist and 
singer, featured in the plays, ‘The 
Divorce, ’ ‘Our Husband Has Gone Mad 
Again’ and ’The Wind of Change,’ in 
NTA soap opera ‘Mirror In The Sun ’ as 
Tinu and in the film ‘Money Power. ’ 
Joseph Abiodun Babatunde Adu. 54, 
actor, playwright and private television 
director has tcatured »n television 
slots, ‘The. Village Headmaster’ as 
Bassey Okon, ‘The Adio Family*^ Mr 
Adio and lately in ‘The Wheel of Pro-

James Afolayan, 41, plays the 
character of Jagus in the ‘Jagua’ televi­
sion series. He ushered in the cry of 
comic relief “my belle o, my head o” 
(ooh my tommy oh my head) with his ex­
pectant sized-pot belly. Founder of the 
Jolly Mabo Orchestra, and co-founder 
of the Afolayan Ogunsola Theatre Par­
ty, he has featured m other television 
productions such as ‘Mpther-in-Law’ 
and ‘Journey To Mecca. ’

Despite the apparent superiority of 
the western musical instruments,' not 
taking into cognisance the over 
10 000-odd Nigerian musical artifacts, 
popular Nigerian music has succeeded in 
blending traditional and western instru­
ment into dancing and listening media.

The early masters of the game, playing 
mostly juju and highlife were I.K Dairo, 
Tunde Nightingale, late Ayinde Bakare 
and Dele Ojo, all playing juju music. 
‘Onilcgogoro’, a Lagos hit number, was 
an improvisation with the accordion by 
Dairo, who led the field. The western 
guitar was often the only instrument in­
troduced into the predominantly per­
cussive traditional beats.

Highlife meant the fusion of many 
kinds' of music: the samba. Congo calyp­
so and reggae. Its masters were mainly 
musicians who had been overseas and 
played music in foreign bands. The late 
Bobby Benson and Rex Lawson, Victor 
Olaiya, Eddy Okonta and Roy Chicano 
were the harbingers of the modern music 
cult They included the saxophone, 
trumpet and other horns, with guitars 
and percussions tn their musical arrange­
ments. In later years, particularly the 
early seventies, another crop ot musical 
African forms and harmonic technique®
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Essien — Igbokwe, making steady progress 

Felix Nwuba, Kehindc Olusanya, Emcka 
Nzewi, Chinyere Ohia, Taiwo Ogunade, 
and Kayode Oni were all not very suc­
cessful in these chosen forms. The musi­
cal public did not catch on.

How ever, new genre of highly vocalis­
ed singers were more successtul. Parti­
cularly wastern oriented, not so much in 
lyrical form but in the manner of pre­
sentation and instrumentation, they, 
were Christy Essien-lgbokwe and Nelly 
Uchendu who led the female version of 
this group. Earlier on,an actress, Essicn- 
Igbokwe was at first not taken very 
seriously in music circles. Later, her pro­
wess for showmanship became ap­
parent. . Now out with her seventh 
album. 'Taking My Time, ’ a previous 
one, ‘Seim Rere, ’ made her nationally 
popular.

A popular musician among the 
teenagers is Oby Onyioha. Her music is 
dance-oriented. She appears to be shif­
ting her bias towards traditional beats in 
a forth-coming album. Dora Ifudu, a 
painter and accomplished photographer 
apart from being a singer, came back 
from the USA to launch her first and se­
cond albums in Nigeria. As a highly 
creative person, she wrote, arranged and 
produced them (and even tried to market 
them by herself). The public was unable 
to appreciate her music because of its 
high level of anglicised vocalising. Mar­
tha Ulaeto on the other hand, a blend of 
operatic style singing with pop music 
which could not be perfected.

Traditional cum exotic contemporary 
music is the new trend with contem­
porary Nigerian musicians. Sonny 
18

Okosun, 39, combines reggae and rock 
with traditional music. He belongs to the 
group of black cultural nationalist musi­
cians who condemn apartheid and strive 
for an increased cultural awareness 
amongst Africans. He came into 
limelight with the album 'Help Don’t 
Cry. ’ Sonic of ’’•£ other hits have been 
more sdcccssJTi: ‘Papa’s Land,’ 
'Fire In Soweto;’ and 'Ozzidi. ’ He non­
heads the Performing Musicians

Association of Nigeria (PMAN), the 
body which represents Nigerian musi­
cians. His contemporaries in the new 
cultural nationalism from the ’70s were 
Segun Bueknor, Joni Haastrup, Bongos 
Ikwue, Oliver de Coque and Tela 
Anikulapo-Kuti.

The latter-day juju musicians ace King 
Sunny Ade (real name, Sunday 
Adeniyi), along with Ebenezcr Obey, 
Prince Adckunle, Idowu Animashaun, 
Expensive Olubi and Dele Abiodun. 
Adeniyi shot into prominence when in 
the ’70s he introduced a new style called 
the ‘Synchro System.’ He maintained 
the edge from then on, through periodic 
innovations particularly in regard to his 
instruments. His repute has grown both 
locally and internationally as the owner 
of the most sophisticated set of instru­
ments in the country. He specialised in 
the playing of the guitar which he does 
with dexterity.

For the folk and gospel lovers, Steve 
Rhodes made popular fare in the ’70s. 
His, 'Steve Rhodes Voices’ was an 
amateur group which drew membership 
from people from all walks of life, mak­
ing musical and operatic performances. 
Another musician who is a traditional 
soloist (popular since independence) is 
Dan Maraya Jos, who uses the ‘bira’ (a 
miniature traditional guitar), which he 
plays with his original compositions, in 
Hausa language. His laurels include a 
Medal of Peace given by the United Na­
tions secretariat.

Bala Miller, 58, could be ranked 
among the senior musicians in contem­
porary music. He founded tb^ ‘AU Stars 
Band’ in 1958. Much later in 1977. ne 
was to find another band, ‘Nothern 
Pyramids’ after the demise of the 
former. They were equipped to orches­
trate standards and were the forerunners 
of ‘Pyramids of Africa,’ which he form­
ed in 1982. The ‘Harbours Band,’ 
another popular group, was formed by 
him. He hosted a television slot, ‘The 
Bala Miller Show’ which was ’quite 
popular while it lasted.

The counter-cultural musicians who 
tried to stop the infiltration of classic 
music and foreign hymns, were the com- 
posers. They wrote their music for 

aXfolat^^^ 
V^X^^^oXned^^rXSl 

iffctrlcated traditional and pagan 
melodics, with Christian. Yoruba lyrics making ,, caslIy adapted. His°

',Ac.caS,Crn part °r Nigeria was

,,9®3. af'Cr doing a stlnt as a music 
er '? som,c secondarY schools. He 

“.”posed secular songs to be performed
an„ a S0 cho'r arrart8ements for 

psalms. He wrote many anthems in Igbo 
a ^alm which still maintain currency. 
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and choir director. These are apart from 
leaching music at the Theatre Arts 
department of the University of Ibadan.

Among the golden voices through the 
years of independence, Christopher 
Oyesiku became popular with his 
classical barritone renditions of Avo 
Bankole’s ‘lya’ (mother) and ‘KiniurT 
(Lion). Joy Nwosu is a popular soprano 
of the University of Lagos. Nwosu is 
well patronised at both local and inter­
national classical shows.

Christopher Abiodun Ajilo, 57, 
became a national celebrity around the 
time of independence, with composi- 
tions like ‘Angola’ and ‘The FallinR 
Heroes.’ From 1959 to ’63, he was the 
president of the Nigerian Union of 
Musicians. With his band, ‘Chris Ajilo 
and his Cubanos,’ he recorded 10 
albums and personally produced over 
100 albums for Nigerian and West 
African artists. He was a good flautist, 
saxophonist, and clarinetist; playing in 
the Independence Day Band. Later on in 
the Festival of Arts and Culture 
(FESTAC) Band, in 1977 he featured. 
He is still actively involved in music as 
the President of the Lagos state wing of 
the PMAN.

The cause eelebre for his outspoken­
ness and Pan-Africanism, was 
Fela Amkulapo-Kuti. Incarcerated in 
Nigeria, USA and Italy for various of­
fences, the enigmatic blacklist had his 
house (The Kalakuta Republic) burnt by 
government troops as a result of his

Given the variety of the Chamber’s business interests in 
Africa and the United States of America, we encourage 
African and American business concerns as well as their 
leaders to contact us at either our New Orleans headquarters 
or our branch office in Freetown, Sierra Leone for 
consultations, quotations and references.

vociferous criticisms of the military and 
Band played high-life music but” he 
changed gear at the turn of the decade 
He formed the ‘African ’"0 Organisa­
tion’ which played a fused traditional 
jazz beat with modern speciality: the 
saxophone, his forte, has made him an 
international music star.

— Ademola Ogun tax o

There was a teacher of note, and he 
was Fela Showandc, now 81, who head- 
ed the Music Research Department at 
the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation 
before independence. He was essentially 
a western-oriented musician who wrote 
in several European medium. He was 
popular in teaching music theory and 
practice to university students. In 
recognition of this role, he was awarded 
honorary doctorate in music by the 
University of Ife in 1974. He was also 
conferred with a professor emeritus in 
music by the University of Pittsburg, 
U.S.A, in 1975. He now resides in the 
United Slates.

As a composer, Lazarus Ekwueme 
wrote African classical music. He fused 
European idiom ;vith African themes 
like rhythm, melody and language. His 
‘Missa Africana* piece is typical of this 
style. He heads the Ekwuemc National 
Choir and he is professor of the music 
subdepartment at the University of 
Lagos.

Sam Akpabot, who ranged from 
serious to popular learned his trade at 
the Royal College of Music, England, 
majoring in trumpeting. With a'Ph.D 
from Michigan State University, he 
made his mark with such works as ‘Opu 
Jaja,’ an opera xvhich mixes different 
folk lunes. Some works like ‘Cynthia’s 
Lament' were done in European form, 
making his style defy any particular 
nomenclature. He is a comic, entertainer

The African Chamber of Commerce in New Orleans is based 
on 3028 Gentilly Boulevard, New Orleans, Louisiana 70122, 
U.S.A. It serves as a clearing house for African and American 
business interests.
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Emerging theatre culture
Although beset by lots of problems, the Nig

reveal morality and social virtues, Whilst in the likes of 
■The Black Forest’, ‘Half and Half’ and Awo Mimo’, he 
explores the relationship between the spirit world and man 
on earth.

The western theatre practitioners, or academics turned 
out productions were slow in gaining acceptance. Wole 
Soyinka’s early plays were among such. Ola Rotimi was 
fairly successful with the plays like ‘Kurunmi’ and ‘The 
Gods arc not to Blame’.

Another academic, and a prolific playwright, at that, was 
Femi Osofisan, 39. Since 1975, he has written 22 stage 
plays, and 39 television plays of one-hour duration,- and 2 
short stories.

In many of his works, he fights corruption, oppression

Although beset by lots of problems^ 
gradually having a bearing.
.THEATRE had been in existence before the ®r’^!\„ers 
x other Europeans came to Nigeria. Its practit :n 
were typified by the ‘Alarinjo’ or travelling threat! 
Yoruba theatre tradition. Professor J.A. Adedeji 
University Of Ibadan estimated its existence to date oac 
the 16th century. ... f

The storytellcr/praise singer was the traditional per 
ing artiste per excellence. He relied on his voice, p y 
and facial expressions to caplure his audience. His g p 
history and human knowledge made him an excellent 
critique. This was the total artiste. In the ‘ Atilogwu dance, 
such mastery of the work reveals the space of time 
to perfect the dance, music and costumes.

Since independence, however, some problems hay 
the traditional theatre. Thus they have been exclude 
popular entertainment a function that is rightfully tn •

Firstly, its traditional practitioners found themse yes jux­
taposed with new entrants who had studied the subject io 
mally. They had sophisticated instruments and sets, ana 
therefore, claimed superiority. Their mode of Perfo .. 
was the European form of theatre, in the English me“ium 
Gradually theseformer set were forced to toe this particular

highly jrolishcdcult’ure and acslhcl?cs.ICMo*e often not, 

VorubaTire ^nd developed jl. Moses Olaiya and Baba

duce a^ignificantly African theatre whtle communtcattng a 
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Ogunde: A pioneer of Yoruba theatre
and injustice. His aim "is to catalyse the evolution o.f col­
lective consciousness among all black people in an effort to 
liberate themselves from economic and socio-political op­
pression inherited from the colonial experience,” -said 
Muyiwa Awodiya, a lecturer at University of Benin.

Osofisan’s plays avoid a tragic hero, or any kind of hero, 
because he believes the ultimate end would be the super­
imposition of the hero’s fate over that of the society, which 
could be disastrous.

His greatest achievment in Nigerian theatre is his extraor­
dinary theatre forms. He searches for new ways to express 
old thoughts on the same stage.

Sometimes, he experiments with no stage, or aptly, any 
stage at all. This could be at the market or any place. This is 
in applying the German, Bertolt Porecht’s ‘poor theatre 
innovation, which calls for a highest level of creativity by 
the director. .

Osofisan employs an easily understood style ana. 
language. His characters are easily liked, and the situations 
are believable. His use of songs, dance, riddles and story­
telling often pays off. D.S. Izevbaye noticed that at the eno 
of ‘Midnight Hotel’, people hummed and sang some of the 
lunes as they filed out.

Slowly, a theatre culture is emerging in Nigeria. 
August, when the. Ajo Productions theatre group new a 
month-long festival, there was a large audience turn out. 
Fred Agbeyegbe, its director, expressed his satisfaction u

The PEC Repertory theatre has also held periodic plays 
over the years under the artistic guidance of JP Clark, a 
poet and playwright. ......... ,

Bassey Effiong has encouraged willing actors ano 
tressess to perform with his Anansa Playhouse. * ncy p 
up plays regularly in Lagos.
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Achebe, Soyinka: Celebrated writers

The Igbo literary works have made 
progress though the efforts of D.N. 
Achara (published in 1964), J.U. Tagbo, 
L.N. Oraka, Uchenna Ubcsie and Julie 
Onwuchekwa.

Modern writers like Oladejo Okedcji, 
Adebayo Faleti, Olu Owolabi, T.A. 
Oladcle, and Kole Akinlade, have ad­
vanced Yoruba literary writing D.F.

Fagunwa and Delano are among the 
older writers.

Among Women English language 
writers, Flora Nwapa was the pioneer 
(her first novel ’Efuru' was published in 
1966). For a long lime, she was the onh 
female writer in Nigeria. Her other 
novels arc 7<cfa’(1970). ‘One is Enough' 
(1981), and ‘Never Again’, collection of 
short stories (1975).

Later, she was joined by Buchi 
Emechcta, Zulu Sofola, Funmilavo 
Fakunlc, and Omolara Ogundipe-Leslic. 
Also Tess Onwuemc, Catherine

languages, the Northern Nigerian 
Publishing Company had done a lot in 
publishing local authors. In 1980,_thev 
staged a literary competition for Hausa 
writers. The winners v^ere Hafsatu Ab- 
dulwalid, Magaji Dambatta and 
Sulaimcn Katsina.

Men of letters
Ademola Oguntayo looks at 
literature since independence.
ClNCE independence, some Nigerians 
^have tried to recreate or capture in 
poetry or prose the essence of our tradi­
tions and culture. Wole Soyinka in the 
poems: ‘Idanre’ and ‘Kongi’s Harvest’ 
derived inspiration from the harvest 
festival. In Ghinua Achcbe’s ’Things 
Fall Apart' and ‘Arrow of God’ he 
throws an insight into the Igbo New 
Yam festival.

“African people did not hear of 
culture for the first time through the 
Europeans. Their societies were not 
mindless but frequently had a philoso­
phy of depth and value. They had poetry 
and dignity,” explained Chinua Achcbe.

In Things Fall Apart, he explores this 
poetry and value. It paints the local col­
our, elucidating the cultural richness of 
the Igbo Umuofia community.

The novel has been translated to 45 
languages world-wide. AcheBe studied 
literature, history and religion at the 
University of Ibadan. Since then he has 
put together four novels. The others are 
‘Mqp of the People’ and 'No Longer at 
Ease. ’ Each is considered a masterpiece.

Another well established writer is 
John Pepper Clark, He has written four 
books of collected poems since 1962. 
Many of the poems, like ‘Fulani Cattle’, 
Abiku’ and ‘Ivbie’ show his strong link 
with the local environment and ancestral 
heritage. He is usually a social satirist 
and has become more so in his latest col­
lection of poems, ‘State of the Nation’ 
which is yet to be published. Here he 
shows his impatience with the moral 
decadence afflicting the Nigerian socie­
ty. It was intended as a prologue to the 
demise of the Second Republic, but it 
still remains relevant.

Some of the other senior literary 
figures arc Frank Aig-lmokhucde and 
Gabriel Okara, who writes poetry. 
Isidore Okpewho, Elechi Amadi and 
John Munonyc write mainly novels.

The New Nigerian literature has as its 
hall mark, as the contemporary Nigerian 
society. Poets'Odia Ofcimun (who has 
published the book, ‘The Poet Lied’), 
Fcmi Fatoba (‘Petals for Thought’), 
Niyi Osundare 'Song of the Market 

place’) are receiving considerable critical 
attention. Tanurc Ojaidc (‘Song of 
Iroko’), Harry Garuba (Shadow and 
Dream’) and Funsho Aiycjina have 
made some mark. Emman Anametem- 
fiok, Ada Ugah, E.B. Asibong and Idi 
Bukar all have published materials.

Some like Osmond Enekwc, 
Chinweizu, Ezenwa Irobi, Obiora 
Udechukwu, Emcka Ogocgbu, and 
Shehu Usman arc yet to publish theirs.

In the realms of literature in Nigerian
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Achonolu, Mabel Segun, and Bimpe 
Aboyadc became popular writers. 
Zulu Sofola is the only female 
playwright. Phcabean Ogundipe js 
known for her folkore and Fidelma 
Okwesa is a dance dramatist of note. 
Others like Helen Ovbiagbele and 
Ronke Fctuga are belter known for their 
press publications. Zinab Alkali and 
Ifeoma Okoye are now writers.

Buchi Emecheta is probably the most 
prolific. She trained as a sociologist in 
England. It is not surprising therefore 
that her eight novels follow that theme.

Literary criticism has grown in ranks. 
One of the top-ranking critiques is 
Abiola Irelc. He is so ranked for his ef­
fective inter-disciplinary discourse and 
a wide range of subjects of thought.

Some of the other outstanding criti­
ques are Isidore Okpewo, Michael 
Echcrwo, Jones, and Dan Ezevbaya.

A new novelist of note, among many 
others, is Ben Okri, 27 who wrote his 
first novel at 19. The novel, ‘Flowers 
and Shadows ’.was published m 1980, 
just after he left for England to begin 
higher studies. In 19S2 another, 'Land, 
scapes Within, hit^thc market.

Since graduation, he tried to make 
full-time writing a career, doing jour- 
nalism on a freelance basis. Things 
became so tough that lie had to seek 
grant from the British Arts Council to 
effect the publication or his third novel, 
’Incidents at the Shrine ’ issued this year.
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of the transformation that has taken 
place in the society. Today, Nigerians 
can quote Eliot all over again. The na­
tion has undergone what Rev. Fr. (Dr) 
Emmanuel Babatunde of the University 
of Lagos paraphrased as ‘structural 
deformity’.

The past was very alluring. Older 
citizens spoke about it with an all con­
suming nostalgia. The young ones listen-

Amazing transformation
Not only the Nigerian landscape has changed beyond belief, the society’s

ed but had to lick theii fingers in regret. 
What a blissfull era they had missed! 
The society they know is one that has 
been held hostage in a web of intricacies, 
a society in which the traditional for­
tresses have cracked and modernity has 
taken over? The. very peace of the past 
sounds like foklores when narrated by 
elders. Yet it was nothing but real.’ 

Pa Joseph Afolaju, 72, who came to 
Lagos as a bicycle repairer in 1956 put 
the story in a capsulated statemenu 
“You may not believe it but we used to 
sleep outside when it became top hot in­
side the house.” He disclosed that a few­
shillings used to be enough for his 
family’s daily need. “I would give two 
pence (kobo) to my two children for 
their mid-day meals at school and I paid 
just ten shillings per month for the room 
we were using” said Pa Afolaju. Rob­
beries, he said were rare and armed rob­
bery unheard of. The thought of its fre­
quency these days was enough to make 
Pa Afolaju shudder.

Mr. Kayode Ikudehin was about 20 
years old when he came to Lagos from 
Ilaje area of Ondo State in 1962. His 
school certificate result was not 
favourable, so he headed for Lagos with 
a G4 statement of result. He did not find 
it hard to get jqb at the UAC Ltd; as 
store-keeper. “It was as if the job was 
waiting for me. In any case two’other 
colleagues with whom I was to resume 
duty did not show up after all. May be 
they got better offers somewhere else,” 
he explained. Mr Ikudehin disclosed that 
he too was offered a teaching appoint­
ment by the old Western state govern­
ment but had to leave for* Lago$ 

ecause I did not like teaching.” 
hen he was reminded that graduates 

now roam rhe streets in search of jobs, 
he simply replied that it all resulted from 
the fall in the standard of education. Pa 
Afolaju expressed a different view. He 
[aid the blame at the feet of government, 
“They keep opening Universities 
without creating jobs,” he complained. 
His bitterness had a basis in the per­
sonal nain that his last son, who 
graduated in Civil Engineering two years 
ago, was yet to secure a job. The 
unemployment trap is one of the 
tragedies that Nigeria has fallen into in 
her 26 years of independence. The figure 
has now run into seven digits. It started 
with prirfiary school leavers early in the 
60s affecting especially those who shunn­
ed menial jobs. Later’in the 70s life was 
still relatively rosy for those who ac­
cepted routine office jobs.

It was by the late 70s that university 
graduates started waiting for Iqng period 

■to get jobs. By 1982 the rate became 
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986
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population out of Nigeria’s total rose 
from 19.6 percent (10.9 million) in 1963 
to 23.2 percent (16.2 million) in 1972. 
The 1963 figure for Lagos, was 665,246 
and 149,910 for Kaduna. Enugu’s 
population • was put at 138,45.7 while 
627,379 was recorded for Ibadan. The 
result of the growth which has become 
evident in the major cities was the stress 
brought to bear on available social 
amenities.

Traffic had become a real menace. 
One could probably count the number 
of buses that plied Lagos’in 1960. The 
oil boom of the late 60s to the early 70s 
led to massive increase in the number of 
vehicles on Lagos routes. In 1973 helic

J

:
i
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alarming until lately when people stop­
ped worrying any more.

Nature does not mark time. Nigeria’s 
population does not either. It has simply 
exploded, assuming an ominous dimen­
sion which has been driving Nigerians to 
family planing clinics. But to Mr 
Ikudehin it was all a matter of economic 
necessity. “Can you maintain eight 
children with your present salary? “he 
asked. Experts, however, said that 
population explosion in Nigeria was due 
to gains recorded in life expectancy

■' - -■

New houses i'proutinss tip daily 

which was 40 years in 1970 but has gone 
up to 50 years.in 1983 while crude death, 
rates per thousand moved down from 23 
in 1965 to 17 1983.

But while the explosion continues, 
there has been a noticeable change in the 
attitude of urbanized Nigerians. There 
has been g movement towards in­
dividuality and the extended family system 
has suffered a major crack. Said Mr 
Steven Iroha, a self employed architect: 
“If any body wants to visit1 m$,flrom-my 
home town (Okigwe) he must write to 

me first otherwise I mav have to turn him 
back. What I earn is not even enough- 
'for me and my wife.” The experience of 
Mr IkudehinJ was different. Immediate-
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER.1986

ly he got a job in Lagos in 1962 two of 
his nephews came over to stay.with him. 
He quickly apprenticed them in a 
mechanic workshop but one of them 
could not complete the training. He was 
deported back to Ilaje for misbehaving. 
Mf. Ikudehin said that more than 20 
relatives of his had passed through his 
own care.

Nigeria’s data on urbanization over 
the last few decades of independence 
look staggering. The share of urban

copters had to be used to assist traffic 
wardens. Later many streets were con­
verted. to one way traffic routes while 
several overhead flyovers started spring­
ing* up. It was the traffic stress on the 
Carter Bridge that led to the construc­
tion of the Eko bridge in the early 70s 
Construction of major by-passes and 
ring roads also became the vogue. And 
later, the expressway culture became 
more appealing.

Today, long stretches of tarred _coads 
have penetrated into the heartland 
lighting up the nooks and comers of 
Nigeria. Tne result is the rapid mAltera­
tion of modernity. It sounds almost in­
credible the way it happened. The story 
of a village, Aecge, in the outskirt of 
Lagos was'Xolfl. The only electricity 
there wds at the railway station. The on­
ly public tap used to be a crowded 
scene. The only upstair building was 
owned by one Darosa whose name, to 
the villagers became synonymous with 
wealth. That was Agege as it was is those 
days. But today massive structures have 
taken over and the woods cleared. Water 
still remain sporadic but electricity is 
available in most homes. Agege 
however, has now acquired an ominous 
accolade. It has become a haven for rob­
bers.

They have taken the whole of Lagos 
hostage driving Lagosians behind 
baricades erected with iron. The iron- 
gate or fence culture has spread across 
the country. Yet it was imposed b\ the 
fear of robbers. At first sight* Lagos pre­
sent the image of a prison city. That is 
the picture conveyed by the endless fences, 
seen around houses in Lagos! According 
to Mr Ikudehin who lives in a fenced 
mansion. the baricade culture has 
become a matter of necessity if one 
wanted to feel secure. He agreed 
however that the culture probably had 
something to do with the people's lack 
of confidence in the country’s law en­
forcement agents.

Christianity and Islam have been on 
the chase of traditional religion. The 
ritual drums have become faint. It is the 
choirmaster’s voice and that of his band­
set that have taken the air. The mas­
querades no longer hold attraction for 
the youths.’In 197.7, the nation embark­
ed on a cultural jamboree under 
FESTAC in a bid to revive the dying 
local culture; but soon after, interest 
reverted to, its low ebbs. The Osun in 
Osogbo, Ogun in Ondo which have sur­
vived the deadly stab on the Nigerian 
traditional religion have -all been 
divested of the myths that made them 
religion. They have become mere enter­
tainment outfits.

In Dr Babatunde’s view, this had to be 
so. “How does masquerades help you to 
become technologically developed? How 
does it help you to compete with ad­
vancements in the World?” He qqened.

— Oiuwambo Balogun
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Petrochemical

Oil hope rising
Lukman briefs the press on his ministry and sounds 
optimistic

Lukman: Sounds , 

NSBSSggS 
international trading shjp |oad
lion of bulk bitumen, inci n sailed 
of 2600 metric tonnes of Nigerian
off Nigeria’s shore last »<**• 
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National PeTroleum Corporation 
tNNPC) in charge of this venture is in­
tensifying the bitumen - export-drive 
through planned, enlarged production of 
300,000 metric tonnes of various grades

Against the backdrop of a fastly 
receding oil earning by the country, the 
minister gave an account of how the 
refineries fared. He disclosed that 
NNPC is currently building its fourth 
refinery at the cost of N750 million with 
a projected completion date fixed for 
1988. Alhaji Lukman explained that the 
additional refinery is intended to render 
offshore processing arrangements un­
necessary, offshore processing (current­
ly in practise) requires taking Nigeriais 
crude oil abroad for refining while the 
by-products of such processing arc even­
tually imported back to Nigeria to meet 
the shortfall in domestic requirements.

He also recounted the exploration ac­
tivities for more oil well by NNPC s 
seismic outfits. The seismic crew, nc 
said, has completed the phase one of tn 
national hydrocarbon reserves evalua­
tion projects covering 30 selected oi 
fields. The minister further said that 
ministry was spending a spm of N"-• 
million to improve pipelines and depot 

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

The phase two of the petrochemical 
projects, he said, Would be made up of 
10 distinctive but closely linked plants to 
be located in Port Harcourt. The plants 
arc expected to support the textile, 
agricultural, electrical, automative and 
building industries with materials needed 
by each of the industries.

Against the backdrop 
receding oil earning by the

of bitumen at the Kaduna refinery this 
year. The proposed figure will take care 
of domestic and export demands. 
Petroleum Resources Minister, Alhaji 
Rilwanu Lukman, who is also the presi­
dent of Organisation of Petroleum Ex­
porting Countries (OPEC) made the 
disclosures last Wednesday at the Eko 
Holiday Inn, Lagos, while briefing 
newsmen on the activities of his 
ministry.

Alhaji Lukman talked extensively on 
the future of the yet to be commissioned 
petrochemical projects, the refineries, 
exploration activities, domestic and in­
dustrial gas supplies, the adulteration of 
petroleum products and recurring shor­
tages in petroleum products. He promis­
ed that the first phase of the 
petrochemical projects with their plant’s 
location in Ekpan, Bendel State, and 
Kaduna in Kaduna state would be 
brought into operation in the first 
quarter of 1987. The delay in its take-off 
was attributed to “an operational 
delay” in the expansion work of the 
Waziri refinery’s capacity from 100,000 
to 125,000 barrels per stream day 
(BPSD). He expressed the hope that 
petrochemicals (being core projects) 
“will provide inputs to other industries 
and thus stimulate them to higher levels 
of production.”
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this year, He specified the projects in­
volved in the improvement drive as com­
prising an expansion of tankage and' 
loading facilities at Jos in Plateau State, 
Aba in Imo State and Mosimi in Ogun 
State; the construction of a pump sta­
tion at Biu, Borno state, and renewed ef­
forts to transform the Calabar Port into 
an oil jetty.

Alhaji Rilwanu revisited the Federal* 
government withdrawal of susidies on 
petroleum products early this year and 
said it had yielded N517 million for the 
federal government’s Economic 
Recovery Fund between last January 
and July. He promised that subsequent 
savings from that measure would be dul- 
y paid into the Economic Recovery 
Fund. The minister noted that there was 
additional blessing from the withdrawal 
of oil subsidies. He disclosed that the 
measure made gas within the period 
muqh more competitive in the market 
than oil.

Lukman threw some light on the pat­
tern of disbursement of the 1.5 percent 

’derivation provided by the Revenue 
Allocation Act for the mineral produc­
ing slates and said that Federal govern­
ment officials meet on regular basis with 
the states in question to1 work out

When asked what had become of 
earlier proposed counter-trade arrange­
ment between Nigeria and Uganda, the 
oil minister pleaded ignorance of the 
deal. But on the same international plat-’ 
form the minister was more forthcoming 
on OPEC affairs. He expressed hap­
piness with OPEC member nations who 
realised the need to shore up the oil body 
from deepening quota and price crises. 
The minister attributed the current 
stability in oil prices to the arrangement 
that demands of every member country 
safe for Iraq to revert to their October 
1984 quota.

He expressed the feeling.that both 
OPEC and non-OPEC countries were 
aware of the need to exercise restraint in 
their production in order to firm up 
crude oil-prices. The minister wrapped 
up the press session with an exhortation 
on Nigerians to fight unscrupulous 
operators and tanker drivers whom he 
said adulterate kerosene on - 
scale. He admitted (hat t 
reports of large scale kerosene 
but attributed the cause 
smugglers who take the [ 
the border.

— Obiora Cliukssumba

method of disbursement. The minister 
said that it was unfair to assume that 
government and oil companies did not 
intend to pay attention to the predica­
ment of the affected areas.

He 'sited an example of efforts 
directed at alleviating the predicaments 
of the oil areas by government and oil 
companies. The Nigerian National 

’Petroleum Corporation, he recounted" is 
embarking on the Obajl water projects 
in River* state. The estimated cost of the 
project is N1.7 million. But he conclud­
ed that “however, no matter how much 
you do, it will not be enough for some 
people’’.

When the paper reading gave wajTor 
questions session the minister was forced 
by zealous journalists to reopen the clos­
ing chapters of the M.T. Turma vessel. 
“Well, the only thing I have to let you 
know about- M.T. Turnufis that the 
vessel is in Portugal under some sort of 
arrest for debts”. The minister stopped 
al that and refused to expatiatf. He 
however admitted that Fan Ocean had 
not paid the S150 million worth of 

crude oil it lifted irom Nigeria sometime 
ago but promised that efforts were 
seriously directed al recovering it.
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.It was the kind of defection 
— was virtually inevitable.

The Gambian Prime Minister had asked 
for the hand of one of the daughters of 
wealthy Gambian Alhaji Momodou Musa 
Njie, and the old man certainly welcomed 
the idea. Out of courtesy the old UP 
financer asked his friend and lawj 
Pierre Sarr Njie to offer his daughtei 
marriage to the Prime Minister. This 
occasion was seen by some elders, such as 
the late Imam Muhammad Lamin Bah of 
Banjul, as an opportunity once again to

The political opposition game
Sulayman S Nyang, a professor at America’s Howard University, 
explains how the political opposition in the Gambia has become more

Gambia’s President Dauda Jawara 
reconcile Pierre Sarr Njie and the Prime 
Minister. The marriage did not lead to this. 
Instead it weakened the opposition and set 
the stage for the total collapse of the 
United Party.

A couple of the UP members who were 
still holding on to the rope of political 
optimism soon began to negotiate their 
way to the PPP. Having lost one of their 
major sources of funding *u- —

cally wise and advantageous to jump out of 
standing in the community. the sinking ship. As a result of these

r- ■ *u“t developments, Gambia became a one-
inderstand what happened to the party state. There is still opposition but it 

J— .l_ i—a—u;—c n:— has |ost j($ base an£j js going downhill.
The situation changed dramatically in 

1968 when the PPP was divided ‘

of a game than a serious challenge to the Government.
AXThen the Gambia entered independ- ruling party, 

v V ence it had two political parties, the that was virti 
ruling People’s Progressive Party (PPP) 
and the United Party of Pierre Sarr Njie, 
former Chief Minister of the country. 
During the first three years efforts were 
made to bring the leaders of the two parties 
together. Much energy was expended to 
reconcile Prime Minister Jawara and 
Opposition Leader Pierre Sarr Njie.

For a brief period the two leaders 
worked out a modus vivendi. But due to 
some irreconcilable disagreements 
between Sarr Njie and Jawara the newly

minister in the 
mger brother, 
: government.

the number one man of the PPP and his 
immediate lieutenant set the stage for a 
new kind of political opposition — opposi­
tion from within the ruling party. Called 
the Progressive Peoples Alliance (PPA), 
this political opposition became the vehicle 
for Sisay, Yusupha Samba, Paul Baldeh, K 
C A Kah and other disillusioned members 
of the ruling party.

The significance of the PPA in Gambian 
political history lies in the fact that it 
represented the first important split within 
the PPP. Major personalities who worked 
very hard in the past to build the party left 
it for personal and political reasons. For K 
C A Kah his defection meant his second 
defection from one party to another. Two 

/yer, years before independence he abandoned 
;r in the party that first elected him to parlia- 

: years afterwards he decided to 
is adopted party for a new one.

--------- j would have it, men like K C A 
Kah, Yusupha Samba and Paul Baldeh 
would fade out of the Gambian political 
scene.

The history 
however diffcrc

The history of their party leader is 
however different Although he suffered a 
great deal while in opposition he managed 
to make a comeback. In 1972 he dissolved 
his PPA and returned to the PPP. Much 
has been said about this return of Sisay to 
the PPP: but regardless of what happened, 
the fact remains that he regained his 
membership in his old party and today he is 
the Finance Minister of the country, a 
position he struggled hard to keep in 1968 
when his relations with Prime Minister 
Jawara soured.

Between 1972 and 1975. when the PPA 
fizzled out and the leadership abandoned 
its challenge against the ruling PPP. the 
only opposition in the Gambia was the 
United Party. By this time the UP had 
been badly weakened. Its performance at 
the elections to determine whether the 
Gambia was to be a republic or not was 
poor.

Unlike the 1965 referendum when the 
UP and other forces coalesced to challenge 
the issue, the 1970 referendum turned out 
very well for the ruling party. Not only was 
Jawara elevated to the office of presidency 
DDDthe Gambia witnessed a much stronger 
**P asserting itself more and more as the 
unchallenged master of the political arena 
m the country. This sense of power and 
dominance was soon shattered by a new 

' thpcn up development within the ruling PPP. This 
i ' . • . ,g’ th!S? PP par' was the conflict between President Jawara
’TTZ 7 “ P01'*; nnd former Vi“ and Minister of

Economic Planning and Industrial De- 
velopment, Sheriff Mustapha Dibba.
n Ck °?^tanding Ieader within the PPP’ 

ioba had many enemies within the ruling 
enemi'1 °f 90vcrnment- Many of his 

-opposition party witnessed a gradual de- 1968 when the PPP was divided by a Dibba’s potential After&havine served
ciinc and by 1968 a major development political show-down between Prime Minis- once as Vice President before a8 scdndal
rook place within the United Party. Its ter Jawara and his F.nance Minister, tarnished his po^litica repmato? and
main financial backer defected to ,oin the Shenff Stsay. Thts disagreement between affected his relations with the President,
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formed coalition government fell 
The lone United Party 
coalition cabinet. Njie’s your 
E D Njie. resigned from the w 
This happened after enormous pressure 
from his brother and other leaders of the 
United Party.

With younger Njie’s resignation the 
Gambia went back to a two-party system 
and within a short time it became clear that 
the opposition was waning. The test case 
was the 1966 general elections. The Oppos­
ition performed poorly. These seats were 
actual!) those of UP defectors who had 
earlier crossed the carpet and joined the 
ruling party. Chiefs among these defectors 
were Assan Musa Camara (then known as 
Andrew). Micheal Baldeh. I B I Jobe, 
Demba Jaguna and K C A Kah. This early 
bath of UP defectors set the precedence of 
the politics of defection in the Gambia. 
Some were rewarded with ministerial port­
folios. others were not. But regardless of 
one's interpretations of events at this time 
in the history of Gambian political parties, 
the fact remains that Gambian opposition 
leaders were in the main not committed to 
the principle of opposition. Many of them 
were in the game of politics for what, t^ey 
could get.

Those who felt that there were certain 
values and principles to be defended by 
remaining with the opposition party and 
hoped for the day when victory would 
come their way, were cither abandoned by 
their supporters and allies or had to 
struggle to maintain their dignity and 
standing in the community.

It is indeed against this background that 
one can ur. ..
opposition under the leadership of Pierre 
Sarr Njie. Between 1965 and 1968, the 
_____.vitnpwpd a orrJ -* J*



New faces

fire. Charging them with opportunism,
Z1

the polls in 1977 did not discourage other 
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Since 1981 the political situation in the 
country has changed remarkably. Some of 
those who were at the highest levels of the 
political system have fallen from their 
positions and have been replaced by new 
faces. These changes in the cabinet and in

created new problems for President Jawara 
and his cabinet. The new opposition, like 
those of 1968 and 1975, comes from within 
the ruling party. It is a new party founded 
by former Vice President Assan Musa 
Camara and two other ex-cabinet mem­
bers. They are Attorney-General Lamin 
Saho and former cabinet minister H O 
Scmega Janneh. The attorney-general was 

staunch PPP member and all the legal spokesman of the rising petty

Camera represents the disillusioned branch 
of the so-called “Upper River Mafia" His 
party faced the same k:“J 
Sisay and Dibba experienced

was in response to an act of Presidential 
betrayal. In the words of his supporters, 
Jou/nra nrnmicorl him »U.»

and then reneged. But the formation of the 
GPP has not gone unchallenged by the 
President. Abandoned by his old cronies 
and colleagues and now lambasted by them 
as an ineffective leader, the Gambian

radical political forces from emerging. 
Following the Liberia coup d’etat of 
Samuel Doe, in 1980, a new political 
opposition began to agitate against the 
Jawara regime called Meja. Existing side 
by side with MOJA were two sodalist 
political parties formed by “Pinks”, 
George and Kukoi Samba Sanyang. 
Though George was not previosuly known 
for any radical views prior to the formation 
of his socialist party, his involvement in the 
Kukoi Samba Sanyang coup d’etat of July, 
1981 led many observers to associate him 
intimately with the socialist plans -------f-----—
announced over Radio Gambia during the Gambian politicians. In this connection it 
abortive coup. The case of Kukoi Samba ’ ' ’ *“ *' u
Sanyang was much more complicated. At 
the time of the coup reports coming out of 
Scnegambia strongly stated that he was 
linked to some foreign socialist elements. 
Libya was strongly suspected and some 
reports associated Sanyang’s coup with the winning 
Eastern bloc. c----- -

quit the party and joined those opposed to 
his former boss. His defection from the 
PPP has been perceived by some Gam­
bians as the height of ingratitude from a 
politician whose very long tenure de­
pended more on Jawara than on the will of 
the electorate. But if his critics point to his 
dependency on Jawara’s largesse, his . _____ ___ _
supporters have argued that his defection pccted this already and his allegations that
was in response to an act of Presidential the GPP is seeking funds abroad is a good
betrayal. In the words of his supporters, indication that the ruling party does not
Jawara promised him the Vice Presidency want to be surprised by its opponents. But
and th»«n ronoopri n..t nf .u_ regardless of whether Nigerian tycoons are

behind the new opposition or not, the fact 
remains that such fears do exist and this 
coming election wall be the first one in 
Gambian political history when outsiders 
are suspected to be in league with the 
opposition.

Africa______________
many in the PPP thought that sooner or 
later he would be reconciled with Jawara 
and his old job as Vice President would be 
given back to him. This sense of uncertain­
ty and fear created many enemies for 
Dibba. When he had a row with the 
President on certain matters of policy, his 
opponents within and without the cabinet 
plotted his doom. Cornered and forced to 
resign, Dibba left the PPP.

His resignation soon led to his decision 
to form his own political party. Known as 
the National Convention Party (NCP), this 
new opposition raised much hope among 
the supporters of Dibba. Soon it became 
the rallying point for all those who had 
become disillusioned with the ruling party. 
Because its leader was from the Baddibu 
region of the country, the party was soon 
labelled “the Baddibunka Party". Though 
its performance was a dissappointment to 
many supporters of Dibba, the fact re­
mains that the formation of the NCP 
demonstrated the possibility of fragmenta­
tion within the ruling party. Another 
lesson for students of Gambian politics is 
that political opposition in the Gambia is 
most likely to develop out of personal 
grievances of fallen politicians.

But if the NCP came about because 
former PPP leaders found it necessary to 
create their own vehicles and challenge 
their former colleagues in the ruling party, 
the mid-1970s witnessed the emergence of the higher echelons of the ruling PPP have 
a new kind of political opposition. This was nr^kUme t------
the development of political parties with a 
radical ideological tinge.

The first party of this kind in the Gambia 
was the National Liberation Party of Paps 
Choyassin Secka, one of the Gambians 
who were condemned to death following 
the abortive coup detat in July, 1081. 
Educated in the United States where he 
studied international relations at the 
American University in Washington and 
Columbia University, Sccka went on to 
study law in England before returning 
home to the Gambia. Although in the 
United States Secka was very much influ­
enced by Dr Martin Luther King, he also 
showed a fascination for the writings of 
Stokely Carmichael. But even those Gam­
bians who knew him well never suspected 
any ultra-radicalism about him.

The history of his party shows a political 
opposition that was doomed to failure from 
the very outset. Two things accounted for 
the demise of the National Liberation 
Party (NDP). First of all, the party did not 
have a power base. The young people who 
could have rallied around it were either 
ungalvanised by the party leadership or 
turned off by the nature of the party 
structure and the manner in which recruit­
ment efforts were made. Secondly, the 
party failed largely because ideological 
politics were still undeveloped in the 
Gambia. <» an mcncvuvc icaucr, inc oamoian

But the electoral defeat of the NLP at leader has counter-attacked his opponents’

President Jawara has told the Gambians 
that the GPP is the Greedy People’s 
Party’. Recent reports tn the Gambian 
papers about the Saho s means the Gam­
bian President can now claim that greed 
has driven his opponents to superstitious 
beliefs in jujuism an un-Islamic marabout- 
ism. Whether these charges and counter­
charges will affect the future of the GPP or 
not is too early to tell. The future of the 
new opposition in the Gambia will depend 
more on the dissatisfaction of the Gambian 
electorate with the state of things in the 
country- than on the superstitious belief of 

should be pointed out that, though the 
GPP leadership is now in disarray, there is 
no indication that the party is doomed to 
total failure.

Despite the Gambian opposition, the 
ruling PPP will have little difficulty in 
•••;—at the polls next spring. The two 
opposition parties could give a great deal 
of competition to the ruling PPP if they 
mend their fences and put up a united 
front. This, however, is very unlikely. 
Another reason is the regional character of 
the new opposition. Banking heavily on 
the Upper River base of support of 
Camara, and hoping that the former Attor­
ney-General could mobilise the Banjul 
voters to the cause of the GPP. many of the 
new party supporters expect the emerg­
ence of a national opposition to the PPP. 
This assessment is not based on realism. 
The GPP does have any definite guarantee 
of support from the people of the Upper 
River Division of the country In fact the 
emergence of the GPP is a clear indication 
of the fragmentation of an important 
lobbying group in the Gambian political 
system. Previously aligned to the Presi­
dent’s powerful father-in-law and per- 

a staunch PPP member and all the legal ceived as spokesman of the rising petty 
changes in the Gambia since independence bourgeouisie of that part of the country, 
bear his mark. His involvement in the Camera represents the disillusioned branch 
formation of the Gambia People’s Party of the so-called “Upper River Mafia” His
(GPP) raised a number of questions about party faced the same kind of problems that
government and opposition in the Gambia. Sisay and Dibba experienced in the early 
After sixteen years of political patronage stage of their break with the ruling party, 
from President Jawara, Saho decided to His success will also depend on the GPP’s 

—J *U----------------------ability to raise funds and minimize the
PPP’s ability to use government largesse to 
turn voters around. The PPA suffered 
from this politics of patronage; Dibba 
could not fight back without adequate 
means in 1977. Will Camara be the excep­
tion to this pattern of political immobilisa­
tion? The Gambian President has sus-
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I. formerly known as Joel Herbert 
Jeremiah, now wish to be known, 
addressed and called as Joel Jeremiah 
Biebuma. All documents bearing my 
former names remain valid. The Nigerian 
public and other related establishments 
and organisations should please take note.

Mr Joel Jeremiah Biebuma.
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members of my family to Darc, we will 
henceforth be known and called by surname 
Dare only.

All documents bearing our former names 
still remain valid.
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the time comes, there will be constitutional 
committee. The committee will canvass the

report and present it to the Constituent 
Assembly.

ran
’of
Tt't

•. we have the

A: Yes, they will also be able to give their 
own opinion. One of my people (Princess 

>aya) is a monarchist!
— C—..... —'.'s position on

’ ies?

A: We would not intervene, but we would 
make our position clear. We might stop 
talking to such a country. We might not 
trade with it. And we would publicly 
denounce such a country.

Fast forward into the future
An exclusive interview in Kampala with the National Resistance 
Movement Government leader, Yoweri Museveni, from our Lagos 
bureau.
Q: Uganda has been in crisis since 1966. To 
rebuild the country, the Government needs to 
develop its technology and educational 
facilities. How do you intend to do this? 
A: As regards education, we are now busy 
rehabilitating existing institutions which 
have fallen into disuse. This has been our 
emphasis up until now. After about two 
years we shall embark on programmes of 
expansion for development.
Q: One of the major problems in Uganda is 
the issue of sectarianism. Since the NRM 
assumed power, how far have you been able 
to weld these forces together to form a basis 
for national unity?
A: We have already formed a government 
of national unity and all the political 
groups have accepted the leadership of the 
NRM. In that sense, the focal point is now 
the NRM around which all these political 
forces arc now rallied. There is unity in the 
country and we are consolidating it. People 
are now seeing the value of such unity. 
Q: Does your administration intend to go to 
the IMF to solve some of its chronic financial 
problems?
A: What is important is whether the terms 
are good or not. In our case, what we now 
consider crucial is production. Whatever 
dealings we engage in with outsiders, they 
should be of a nature that would enhance 
our productivity. Our poor economic per­
formance is artificial. Uganda’s perform­
ance looks miserable now because of some - - -
exogenous factors. One of these is political bi,ls °flhe Government is oil. What is yt 
mismanagement. If you remove this the Government’s position on oil purchases? 
economy will look very different. But even 
at present, our economy is rich — we don’t 
have a food problem like other African 
countries. We are a net exporter of food, 
even in the hard times.

There are three major problems which 
give a sense of economic disruption. One, 
consumer goods like soap have to be 
imported. When there are in short supply, 
it creates an impression that the economy What kind of political 
is not performing well. But in fact, there ---- ‘ ”—J~ “ —
are many other basic needs which our 
economy satisfies like food and power. The A: That will be debated by the people, 
second is our damaged infrastructure — tnft>i/t;nn ft>* 
the roads, railways and water ways. The 
third is the transportation and storage of 
goods.

The combination of these factors inhibit 
our capability to export. Otherwise, we 
don’t really have many problems. If one 
got a few hundred tractors, lorries and 
trucks, ten road repair equipment units, comminee. me committee win canvass tne 
storage capacities, our economy would be views of the public. It will then compile the

But we are not going to solve our 
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problems by borrowing. We are going to 
do it through increased production. This is 
our objective. We can produce much more 
even at the present level of technology. For 
instance, if I produce 200,000 tonnes of 
beans and I sell them. I cam 100 million 
dollars in addition to what I have already 
earned from coffee and other crops. If you 
go to the banks to borrow money, they 
might give you the same amount or with 
certain conditionalities. So why should I 
inconvenience myself with conditions of a 
loan when I can raise the same amount of 
money through my own efforts?
Q: How much does Uganda owe the external 
creditor?
A: One billion dollars. We pay 200 million 
dollars yearly. We arc net exporters of 
capital. We give more to donors than we 
get from them.
Q: Do you have plans to ask for the 
extradition of former Ugandan leaders who 
ruined the economy?
That will depend on the commission of 
inquiry which is at work. It will make 
recommendations which we will follow.
Q: But suppose they want to come home in 
line with your call on Ugandans to return? 
A: Idi Amin will be arrested and charged 
— I am sure — and so will Obote. Those 
who can come back don’t include crimi­
nals.
Q: One of the unavoidable foreign exchange 
* ----------- »•»»-— " your
Government’s position on oil purchases? Do 
you have plans to buy oil from a country like 
Nigeria?
A: We would like to buy oil from Nigeria, 
Libya, Angola, Algeria — all sorts of 
countries. We would want especially to do 
it if these brothers are willing to exchange 
oil for the commodities we produce. If 
Nigeria needs fish, we will give you fish 
and then take your oil!

/ structure would you 
want Uganda to have after your four year 
term?

Q: Including the monarchical system?

Q: You appear to be one of the Africt 
leaders moving close to Gaddafi. In view 
the US’ position towards Libya, shouldn't 
you be more cautious?
A: I cannot refuse to deal with a person 
with whom I have no quarrel. I cannot 
refuse to do so just because .America says 
nobody should talk to Gaddafi. Britain and 
the US deal with South Africa and have 
investments there, but this does not stop us 
dealing with them.
Q: Many of your people have suffered during 
the struggle. What programme do you have 
to rehabilitate them?
A: We have broken down the programme 
into three phases. Phase one is relief. The 
second is rehabilitation of the infrastruc­
ture. The third is development of new 
projects.
Q: What about the youngsters in the army? 
A: We shall train them in our army 
schools. They are now being rehabilitated 
Q: How soon will the National Resistance 
Army become a regular army?
A: We have a policy to expand the army, 
recruit people from the parts of the country 
where we did not fight during the war. We 
mainly fought in the south. We have to 
recruit soldiers from east and north. Then 
we shall give them training to safeguard 
national frontiers. This is not immediate. 
We have however got plans to make the 
army a productive unit, so that it can 
finance itself.
Q: Right now, your Government is being 
confronted with pockets of resistance in the 
north. What are you going to do to eliminate 
these new threats so that Uganda does not 
relive its recent history?
A: This happened in the past because there 
were reasons for it. But it cannot happen 
again for a number of factors. One. the 
people opposing us don’t have a good case, 
politically. They committed a lot of at­
rocities in the past and so have no popular 
base. Secondly, we are not incapable of 
fighting them back. Thirdly, 
support of the people.
Q: You recently asked the Sudanese Govern­
ment to allow your forces to pursue the rebels 
into Sudan. Have you considered asking 
Garang for the same help?
A: A Sudanese delegation is visiting us and 
we shall discuss these matters. As for 
Garang, I don’t want to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Sudan. All we want is 
that Sudan should not allow their territory 

:s, tney wm aisu oe aoie to give tneir used by our opponents.
jpinion. One of my people (Princess Q: In your OAU speech, you condemned in 

Elizabeth Bagaya) is a monarchist! strong terms the non-intervention clause in
Q: What is your Government’s position on the charter. If human rights were being 
the restoration of the monarchies? violated in Tanzania, what would you do to
A: That is for the people to decide. When intervene?
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of sanctions
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Pretoria wants to maintain its influence 
over Swaziland, both by working with the 
government (The Times of Swaziland 
reported recently that a South African 
miliary instructor accidentally killed a 
Swazi soldier during a training exercise). 
and by trying to isolate it from the tide of 
global opinion against the republic.

But Mswati would probably like to be a 
little more independent, as evidence by the 
decision to break away from the common 
monetary area with South Africa. Mswati 
also has' to deal with pressure from the 
Mozambique government for a clampdown 
on the logistical support Maputo believes 
Swaziland provides to Renamo (Mozambi­
que National Resistance) rebels, who are 
supported by Pretoria.

Before the coronation. President Sam­
ora Machel publicly announced that 
Mozambique would co-operate with Swazi­
land to ensure that the event was a success. 
His declaration of support was seen as 
paving the way for negotiations between 
the young king and the socialist president.

At the same time. Mswati will want 
assurances that Mozambique will not allow 
itself to be used as a base by his own 
opponents. Whichever way he turns, how­
ever. the new ruler must take into account 
the reality that South Africa is breathing 
down his neck.

began as soon he was crowned. At the time 
of colourful ceremonies, meetings were 
held between the delegations from 
Mozambique and South Africa, and sever­
al representatives from African countries 
met President Pieter Botha. The South 
African President’s security men were 
often clearly nervous about what to expect, 
and whenever the convoy of visiting dig­
nitaries stopped, would rush to protect all 
the windows of his car.

King Mswati III of Swaziland

ised assistance for the expansion of Swazi­
land’s Manzini airport if the government 
gives landing rights to South African 
Airways Jumbos.

Zambia’s President Kenneth Kaunda 
lAiS experience of Swaziland’s potential 
role in the South African imbroglio be­
cause Sobhuza was instrumental in the 
diplomacy which resulted in the lifting of 
the South African economic sanctions 
against Zambia several years ago. The king 
is said at the time to have advised Kaunda 
that “one cannot rule a hungry nation 
because a hungry man is an angry man.

Swaziland

Walking on a tightrope
The new Swazi king is walking a political tightrope as frontline states 
put pressure on him to distance himself from South Africa, reports 
Simon Ngwenya from Mbabane.
/O\ne of the trickiest problems faced by 
V-JSwaziland’s 18-year-old King Mswati 
III since his April coronation has been 
finding a way of living with South Africa, 
which almost surrounds his kingdom.

Almost every month, South Africa sends 
a high-powered delegation to Mbabane or 
invites prominent Swazis to Pretoria for 
secret talks. When Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha was asked by reporters whether his 
first meeting with the king in late August 
had been a succes. he replied, “Don’t you 
know that I am a Swazi? I always come 
here; Swaziland is my home.”

With an economy dominated by South 
Africa, Swaziland has stood against inter­
national pressure for sanctions or disinvest­
ments to bring down apartheid. It has co­
operated with the South African police by 
holding and handing over men wanted by 
Pretoria, particularly members of the ban­
ned African National Congress (ANC). 
Yet recently there has been a spate of 
attacks by South African forces, mainly 
against ANC members and sympathisers.

Speculation
provoked speculation over
.idnappings and murders were 

stage-managed to avoid an international 
outcry over the lack of security of ANC 
men in Swazi ceils, whether the South 
Africa Defence Force is now in control of 
the state, or whether the incidents were 
designed to embarrass attempts at negotia­
tion between the two neighbours.

A British diplomatic source here sug­
gested that there were indications that the 
authorities were aware that South Africa’s 
minority government was not permanent, 
and that as a result. Swaziland was relaxing 
its tough line against the ANC. There have 
been suggestions that Swaziland would like 
to give the ANC the status of it is accorded 
in Lesotho. Mozambique or other coun­
tries in southern Africa.

Such a move would be welcomed by the 
nine southern African "frontline states" 
which are opposed to the Pretoria Govern­
ment as a shift away from the policies of 
Mswati's long-reigning father. King 
Sobhuza.

Several frontline states have sent delega­
tions to urge Swaziland to take a positive 
stand in support of sanctions. Zambia sent 
a mission to investigate the possibility of 
opening a new air route through Swaziland 
in order to enable Lusaka to cut its air links 
with South Africa.

Ironically, Pretoria has reportedly prom-
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986
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disaster were allowed into the hospital by 
doctors only to be ordered out of the 
premises by orders of Kinross mine man­
agement. At a press conference, the mine’s 
spokesman was equally obstructive to jour­
nalists. He repeatedly refused to answer 
questions about safety precautions claim­
ing that the issue was sub judice. He also 
refused to say why Kinross had lost two 
‘stars’ out of its five ‘stars’ last year, a 
safety rating system practiced in South 
Africa. He could not remember, he first 
said. Then facing further questioning from 
probing journalists he said he could not 
disclose further information on the 
grounds of confidentiality.

WI1C1I uyi--------------- ~
took place in South Africa last week, the 
worst in the country’s history, killing 177 
black and five white mineworkers. No 
national day of mourning was declared for 
them, as would have been in any other 
country. For in South Africa ‘theirs is to do 
and die’, if one can borrow the phrase from
Coleridge.

The disaster took place 1.6 kilometres pric 
underground in No 2 shaft, of the Kinross last 
gold mine which is situated on the Rand, in • 
the eastern Transvaal. Questions still re­
main to be answered about safety stan­
dards in the mine. The National Union of 
Mineworkers said the disaster was com­
pletely unnecessary and “demonstrated 
clearly the unacceptably low safety stan­
dards practiced in South Africa’s mining

'n<But it was South Africa’s biggest trade 
union federation, the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (Cosatu), which put 
the question more adeptly when it charged 
[hat "black miners are paying with their 
!•” for the wealth and profits in which 
hev do not share." The disaster, the worst 

■ Pretoria’s mining history, was caused by „„w “ underground fire winch set alight poly. refused peim.^n to sceUhe b’odte^ of th ■ethane foam — lining a portron of a dcad. 0<M".s of the

runnel - gave off toxic fumes. A Journalists investiga|ing t|)e of
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The ‘do and die9 trade
Black ZL-Ltrz not forget the disaster which claimed almost 200 
lives, writes Wiseman Khuzwayo.
rf^hose who dig it will never be rich, number of questions are already being 
Jl those who eam it will always remain asked: Why was polyurethane being used 

rich, says a Zulu idiom. And how true it is when its toxicity underground was com- 
hen applied to the mining disaster which monly known and as a result has been 

•_ c_...u i.rt banned in most countries? Where were fire
extinguishers at the point where the fire 
started as a result of sparks from a welding 
operation? Why was an alarm system not 
working?

Gold is South Africa’s main earner of 
foreign exchange, accounting for over 60 
per cent of Pretoria’s balance sheet. Its 
price has soared even further within the 

t few weeks as foreign markets increased 
their purchases to offset any economic 
sanctions against the apartheid regime. 
Productivity of the gold mines, according 
to Cosatu, has risen by 15 per cent between 
1977 and 1985.

A cavalier attitude to the disaster was 
displayed by the mine’s management. Cyril 
Ramaphosa, the general secretary of the 
National Union of Mineworkers — the 
biggest mining union in the country — 
faced hostile obstruction from manage­
ment. When he tried to rush to the hospital 
where survivors were, he was kept waiting 
for an hour at a road block. When he was 
eventually let through and got to the 
hospital, he was allowed to see only those 
who had not been seriously hurt and was

Strike action
The South African Government might 

be wanting to bury the issue of the disaster 
under the carpet, but the 300.000 strong 
NUM is not. The union has already called 
for a one-day strike on 1 October in 
mourning for the victims. Other unions 
affiliated to Cosatu have been invited to 
join in the stoppage. Ironically, the tragedy 
coincided with the NUM’s publication of a 
leaflet “A thousand ways to die." timed to 
coincide with the Gold 100 Conference to 
celebrate the discovery of gold in 
Johannesburg. In one part, the document 
puts the South Africa reality starkly: "The 
white miner gets bonuses for how many 
metres he can push the rock face forward 
— or how hard he can push the workers.”

Johannesburg is called "eGoli" in Zulu, 
which means the City of Gold. But as such 
tragedies take place time after time, one 
has to start wondering how long black 
people are going to keep on dying in order 
that people all over the world can continue 
wearing gold rings.
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Southern Africa

The EEC gets tough with apartheid
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Chancellor, decided to throw the spanner 
into the works.

The ministers belatedly agreed

Thatcher. “They may,..however, cause 
poverty, unemployment and starvation 
among many black South Africans, which is 
why Dr Kbhl arid I recoil from many of the 
suggestions put forward with regard to 
sanctions.”

Observers have pointed out that the move 
. is likely to do more damage to EEC 

credibility than to the South African 
Government. Already, the pro-sanctions 
group, which includes the Nordic countries 
and the Netherlands, have promised that 
they will never never drop the issue. They 
are planning to put it on the agenda of every 
EEC foreign ministers’ meeting.

A few days later the British Foreign 
Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, met Oliver 
Tambo in London, the first time such a high 
level meeting has taken place between the 
British Government and the ANC. Sir 
Geoffrey is said to have rejected renewed 
calls for comprehensive sanctions against 
Pretoria.

On the other hand, had the ANC said 
both sides agreed on a number of issues, 
including the necessity of ending apartheid 
and securing the release from prison of 
black leaders, including Nelson Mandela. 
But they could not reach agreement on how­
to bring about change.

Wiseman Khuzwayo

COSMETICS & 
PERFUMES

Pick up real bargain prices cosmetics 
and perfumes.

Wholesellers in African Countries 
please contact:

LENSONMOSS CORP A-1704, 
175 W Jackson Chicago III- 60604 

Phone(312) 4619060 
Telex 5106002296

SANCTIONS continuing crisis

Sanctions: The hawks swoop down 
/O basing with the hounds and running 
X-^with the hares might be the most 
appropriate way of describing the British 
foreign policy on South Africa.

In one week — last week — the British 
Government performed an incredible won­
der: It blocked even paperweight sanctions 
against South Africa and yet met for the 
first time with the country’s best known 
liberation movement, the African National 
Congress (ANC).

Foreign Ministers of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) had been 
deliberating for two days without agree­
ment and when they did reach one, Mar­
garet Thatcher, the British Prime Minister, 
and Dr Helmut Kohl, the West German 
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

inc ministers belatedly agreed on a 
package of limited sanctions against South 
Africa, but, on West German insistence, a 
ban on South African coal imports was 
deleted from the list. Coal amounts to a 
third of the trade Pretoria has with the 
EEC.

The two leaders made it very clear that 
they were reluctantly agreeing to the other 
measures adopted by the foreign ministers. 
These are, an end to new investments and a 
ban on the import of iron, steel and gold 
coins.

“I do not believe that sanctions will help 
to bring apartheid to an end,” said

AFRIC-CARIB/NIOERIA RESTAURANT 
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Party booking, 
your dooritep
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1 Stroud Green Road. London N4 Ot-XW ’4*0 
(oH Seven Sitter. Road)

OBut the sanctions debate, and Pretoria's 
response, continues to have an impact on 
a variety of countries. Gemini 
spotlights two of them: the new Lesotho 
Government's efforts to establish good 
relations with the white-ruled republic 
that surrounds it, and Brazil, which is 
experiencing a mining boom partly as a 
result of the question-mark which hangs 
over mineral supplies from South Africa.

•After months of manoeuvring, European 
Community ministers have finally 
approved an emasculated package 
of economic sanctions against South 
Africa, banning new investment and 
imports of iron, steel and gold coins.

•The impact of even these limited 
measures - ministers could not agree 
on a proposal to ban coal imports - i 
further weakened because action will 
have to await national legislation in the 
member countries. In addition, West 
Germany has suggested the investment 
ban applies to new projects and not to 
fresh money for existing schemes.



I

."ye„TO„J

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

ing t 
as le 
•whe< 
inception1 
This 
uniqi 
The l

ipital costs
• a OPR

RONCAGLIA OPK;
SPACE AGE TEe&a^©!,©©^

FOR @FiWK] MQJLILDRKB
r ol3via,es the need for the multi-storey concept, thus 

The Oo ecOfJomic considerations viable.
m an» ?Ca9 ia ^PRmi11 °* whatever capacity car. be 
oniv m.ii'ik0.6 buildin9 of five metres clear height 
hava a n haJ Can be built UP from a small initial uni 
cereals lt?sX°on?y plant t^t T"'in--

RONCAQJA 
Engineering Works,

P.O. Box 519,41100 Modena, Italy Win 
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Ever-increasing energy costs compel the flour milling in­
dustry to give senous consideration to the daunting econom - 
c prospects involved m a new plant - buildings, fuel.trans­
portation andserv.ces.
In many .nstances. the returns associated with conventional 
mJIs do not warrant the investment because of the inevita­
ble tymg-up of capital for long periods But. now there is a 
solution that solves many 
of these problems It is 
the Roncaglia OPR Sys­
tem. internationally pat­
ented.
As the world moves to­
wards the 1990's. the 
Rcncagba OPR System 
meets the challenge of 
this decade by giving the 
flour milling industry a 
concept of production en­
joyed by many since 1953 
that at the same time 
meets the need for 
space age technology 
Roncagha OPR mills can 
be part of an existing 
plant or they can be 
’ turnkey" operations 
from cereal intake to final 
packing and bulk han­
dling 
Roncagha OPR mills can 
be housed with a mini­
mum of fuss in any simple 
building of 5 metres 
height They can be pro­
ducing flour from wheat 
as from maize, oat. bar­
ley. nee. rye. sorghum, 
millet in a matter of 
months from first order- 

the plant Even mills 
large as 500 tons, of 
eat per 24 hours capacity average only 12 months from 

to full production
ipletion of the project is entirely due to the 

agha OPR Milling System.
isideration is the elimination of the f 

large buildings with conventional 
J has been overcome by the patented 

The

:an be housed 
It is the 

ut. or can 
a t  j different 
it does not need considerable 

remodelling for changes 
m flour specifications No 
other mill-building com­
pany can guarantee its 
products for 10 years nor 
can anyone assure a 
breakroll life of as long 
as six to eight years with­
out reflutmg It reduces 
maintenance to minimum 
levels and offers econo­
mies in staffing. The con­
cept of large buildings 
inevitably means high en­
ergy and maintenance 
costs on top of the cost 

' of the construction itself 
Site selection and pre­
paration can involve 
much expense and diffi­
culty. especially if there 
are environmental com­
plications
The Roncagha OPR Sys­
tem eliminates many of 
these difficulties, not 
needing much more than 
a simple foundation for a 
portal framed structure 
that complies with regu­
lations of planning autho­
rities In many in­
stances. it saves up to 
70% in capital cost: 

System, whether ia Every Ronca9lia
> speedy completion of the project is entirely due to the to* nnJSS.IOnin9 expe^^8™3!: includes erection and 
jue Roncaglia OPR Milling System. conf?n«a e ,he mill effar» a?d !fain,n9 °f s,a,f
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pendence, Chambers admitted that the 
country lost $300 million between last 
January and July as a result of the drop in 
world oil prices. The revenue shortfall has 
forced the Government to scale down and 
suspend projects. But he says that the 
Government has been able to contain 
inflation and maintain jobs in the public 
service.

Last December’s 50 per cent devaluation 
of the Trinidad and Tobago dollar, now 
worth 27 US cents, was aimed at bringing 
more revenue to the Government’s de­
pleted coffers. But the move incensed 
businessmen and pushed up prices. Cham­
bers’ recent trip to the Far East, designed

to generate foreign investment, has yet to 
yield results.

Unemployment has been rising too. 
Faced with growing criticism over the 
handling of the economy, the party has 
stepped up attempts to put itself in order, 
holding constituency group meetings and 
house-to-house canvassing throughout the 
two islands.

Disenchantment has set in since the 
death five years ago of Chambers’ pre­
decessor. Dr Eric Williams. The most 
recent of a scries of criticisms of the Prime 
Minister came from Government back­
bencher Hardeo Hardath who accused 
Chambers of “ineffective leadership”, sav­
ing that some of his recent statements had 
embarrassed party followers. Hardath. an 
MP since 1971. told the party in a letter 
that he had the impression that Chambers 
“did not care to have a Hindu (East 
Indian) in his Cabinet.” Chambers did not 
respond publicly to the accusations, but the 
party’s Youth League called for the MP’s 
resignation from the PNM and Parliament.

Despite its difficulties, the party cannot 
be written off. for it is known for its 
resilience in times of crisis and its Women’s 
League plays a significant behind-the- 
scenes role in electioneering. Chambers' 
opponent, the greying Robinson, is chair­
man of the Tobago House of Assembly but 
is not a member of the present House of 
Representatives.

Robinson, an Oxford-educated lawyer, 
claims that the country is bankrupt, and 
accuses the Government of ’’scandalous 
waste of billions” earned during the 1973- 
83 oil boom.

He says foreign reserves plummeted 
from $7.9 billion in 1982 to less than $2 
billion at the end of 1985. Opposition 
politicians claim that some $50 billion was 
earned during the oil boom years but that 
money was frittered away on grandiose 
“white elephant” projects such as the 
money-losing Iron and Steel Mill, the Hall 
of Justice, and an abandoned tnulti-million 
dollar racing complex.

eation is part of the opposition

kicking off his party’s campaign even 
before the announcement of a poll date by 
Chambers, who points out that it is not 
constitutionally due until February. Robin­
son’s theme of “Time for Change” has 
been widely taken up at a time when the 
country is reeling under a recession after 
ten years of prosperity brought about by 
the petro-dollar boom.

For 58-year-old Chambers this is his 
toughest test since he came to office in 
1981. His party is campaigning on what it 
says are its achievements of the past three 
decades — taking the country from colo­
nial rule to self-government to independ­
ence in 1962 and republic status in 1976 
All this, members of the party hierarchy uouar racing 
point out, was achieved without the Job creation is part o fthe .opposttton 
bloodshed that has characterised political platform: unetnp o>i c cPe to be 
transition elsewhere in the world. <in a P«Pul;ltl0n of lnilllon> ™d

In a recent statement on the occas.on of the situation ,s worsening as companies 
the country's 24th anniversary of inde- continue to retrenchworkers in response 
—j----  . . < . . t0 the recession. Only j tew ot the 66 state

enterprises are profitable, the rest being 
subsidised by taxpayers’ money. The NAR 
says it will privatise these firms to make 
them viable.

It is also campaigning on allegations of 
corruption and mis-spending by the ad- 
ministration, unchecked drug abuse and 
rising come — the latter popularly linked 
with joblessness.

A rise in oil prices would help 
economy, but few here believe that .. 
venue from the five od companies operat­
ing in Trinidad will hit the level achieved in 
the early 1980s. Whoever wins power will 
face a daunting economic task.

__________ _____
Opposition leader RobinsonPrime Minister Chambers

Trinidad & Tobago

Political elite challenged
The dominance of the party which has governed the island since 

3 independence may be coming to an end, reports Lindsay Mackon from 
Port of Spain.

A four-party opposition coalition is 
/^mounting a serious attack on the 
political party which has ruled the twin­
island Caribbean republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago for 30 years.

Threatening Prime Minister George 
Chambers People’s National Movement 
(PNM) is the National Alliance for Recon­
struction (NAR). led by former finance 
minister Ray Robinson. The opposition 
leader broke with the ruling party about 16 
years ago during the height of black power 
uprising.

Never before have Trinidad and To­
bago’s opposition groups been so united 
with the objective of removing the PNM. 
The previous proliferation of parties 
helped the PNM sweep to victory for six 
consecutive five-year terms.

Three years ago. however, the PNM 
suffered a crushing defeat in local govern­
ment elections at the hands of the Allian­
ce’s constituent parties — the United 
Labour Front, the Democratic Action 
Congress, the Organisation for National 
Reconstruction, and the Tapia House 
Movement. In subsequent elections to the 
Tobago House of Assembly, the ruling 
party was trounced by the Democratic 
Action Congress.

Now the PNM is facing the united 
strength of the opposition, and public 
opinion polls put the NAR ahead of the 
PNM and indicate that Robinson is gaining 
popularity over Chambers.

Fully aware of the prevailing mood, 59- 
year-old Robinson wasted no time in
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Documentary author, Ali Mazrui 
scholars all over the world. Africa, Mazrui 
claims, existed before the Europeans infil­
trated the continent; and explains in detail 
the historical significance of African king­
doms and customs, and their impact on the 
extended family system as an integral part 
of Africans’ way of life.

Of utmost concern is the segment that 
details the exploitative activities of the 
Western powers. This part generated emo­
tional feelings among black Americans 
who saw the preview.

Looking at global Africa in a broader 
perspective, “The Africans” details the 
emergence of a new Black Power in 
America with more black Americans be­
coming politically involved. This involve­
ment, precipitated by Rev Jesse Jackson’s 
presidential candidacy three years ago, and 
the emergence of blacks as mayors in big 
cities like Phhiladelphia and Chicago which 
could result in a powerful lobby for Africa; 
just like the Jewish lobby for Israel, Mazrui 
noted.

Filmed in 20 African countries, and co-

Africa Abroad___________________
•The Africans’

A positive view of Africa
Rufus Ladipo from Chicago reports on the showing of an important 
new series.

ven' »«■<"—i America hits the tele- 
rk-Waii screens with a wide range of new

frc= the Cosby Show which 
fcajnre, ±e popular Afro-American actor 
Bui Cosby, to Dallas, the not* inter- 
mrionali'. reknowned soap opera.

But something new is coming this sea-
— It is "The Africans", a nine-part 

^vision series that documents African 
ge from Afferent perspectives, The show

Trr^-ed to be shown first on Chicago s “SkSvice television outlet - V.TTW 
Channef H from October to early 
Ds5^fncans" provides a unique view 
o{ Africa from the inside lootang out and 
“ ;Xs th- mvths created by the infamous

movS which portrayed Afnca as 
jungle, ruled by a white man.

- b-ing a form of entertain-
Africans" is also a learning 

®en,‘ ad Americans, regardless of 
process documentary shows the
eth-mc a Won wav of life and opens the
authentic Afn v t0 their histone 
minds of bfcLAnen® it also reminds 
past. In tk- f atrocities it has ’bitC4dXS,e^sofslaveIy. 
committed - of how wa

-I can seme off Qur roots, 
blacks h^ve.' ; S ™r. president of Opera- 
saysDj ?^1 (people United to Save 
tion PLS. following a preview of the 
Humanity) - the Chicago State
television «"”doininantly black college 
University^ P on ducago’s improve-
strategies. <-ide The choice of Chicago 
rished series should not be seen as
to premiere t y American big cities, 
a coincidence. 1^^ of being lhe most 
Chicago has 
racially segreg known about African

And veri J 1 ^.jth a sizeable number of 
culture in a ai. museum of Afncan-
macks: and
American hls!®> the timelines of "The 

This exp)®"*,, correct the myth that 
A^^e“X\ave neither nx- nor 

Shura) values- , profcssor of

,he de and hi'‘%° hc continent's triple 

ehrn^^^ of the continent and

S viewers through ,t,(c(,n„w|cdgc of

produced by WETA Washington, the 
Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) and 
the British Broadcasting Coporation 
(BBC). "The Africans,” also documents 
new social orders in Africa as a means of a 
viable form of government in the political- 
ly-destablised continent.

"The Africans” also shows a conflict of 
cultures. That is. the co-existence of many 
African traditions and modem life: and the 
conflicts and compromises that emerge 
from the mixing of cultures. And the 
nagging question is raised as to whether 
Africa can synthesize its own heritage with 
the legacies of Islamic and Western civilisa­
tion.

Meanwhile, several groups have demon­
strated interest in preparing follow-up 
community forums that will address some 
of the provocative issues raised by “The 
Africans”.

According to Tokunbo Pearse, one of 
the co-ordinators who put the Chicago 
showing together. “We will continue to 
have more intellectual discussions on the 
subject as a means of further educating 
Americans about Africans.”
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For 26 years the country has shown remarkable short­
sightedness in her economic management.
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vided about 90-95 per cent 
of the nation’s total foreign 
exchange earnings in the 
1970s.

The oil boom of lhe 1970s 
caused fundamental struc­
tural changes in the 
economy: the pattern of in­
vestment shifted from the 
agriculture sector to the 
construction and service 
sectors. In .I960, 
agriculture’s contribution 
to Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) was 63.4 per cent, 
compared with 23.4 per cent 
in 1975. In 1960, 70percent

Poor executive capacity 
and over-dependence on the 
external sector .to stimulate 
growth were also factors 
that have be-devilled plans 
in the country.

Two main features have 
emerged, a narrow 
resources base and 
dependence. The Nigerian 
economy remains undiver­
sified, relying for its foreign 
exchange earnings (and by 
extension, its domestic 
source of development) on 
oil. Earnings from oil pro-

U RK AN CONI ORD 2 OCTOBER 19«6

of the labour force was 
engaged in agriculture 
whereas the number drop­
ped to 62 per cent in 1970.

The juxtaposition of oil 
boom and agricultural 
stagnation is perhaps the 
sharpest expression of 
government neglect of the 
welfare of the rural 
populace and the structural 
distortion of the Nigerian 
economy in the 1970s.

The stagnation in the 
agricultural sector was also 
caused by the marginalisa-

plans did not involve the 
overwhelming majority of 
the populace in the develop­
ment process.

There was the tendency 
to concentrate development 
resources in the urban cen­
tres at the expense of the 
rural areas, leading to the 
emergence of primate cities, 
usually the capital-cum 
port-cum-industrial cities 
which grew at astronomical 
rates and came to contain a 
disproportionate share of 
economic activities in the 
country.

services fell by 5.3 
in 1981. This was 
b> a further 2.2 
decline in 1982, anomer o.? 
per cent drop in 1983, and 
5.5 per cent decrease in 
1984.

Instead of reducing ex­
penditure to match with 
revenue, government 
(especially between 
1979-1983) resorted to 
heavy internal and external 
borrowings to finance huge 
budgetary and balance of 
payment deficits. The exter­
nal debt of the country in­
creased from mere N488.8 
million-in 1970 to about 
N20 billion in 1985.

The results were rise in in­
flation (5.5 per cent in 
1985), unemployment and 
underemployment, factory 
closures, smuggling, low

regarded as crucial. The 
plans also aimed at increas­
ing the supply of high level 
manpower, reduction of the 
dependence of the economy 
in narrow acti vit ies, 
achievement of relatively 
self-sustained economy 
among other objectives.

The set objectives could 
not be achiev’d inspite of 
huge allocations to in­
dustry, transport and com­
munication, agriculture, 
education, power and water 
resources because these

lion of the peasantry, a 
social class that was virtual­
ly unrepresented in all the 
decision-making bodies in 
the country, and was not 
accorded serious considera­
tion in the provision of 
social services.

The neglect of agriculture 
led to massive drift of 
population to the cities, 
with the attendant stress 
and strain on social in­
frastructures, stagnation in 
provision of raw materials 
for agro-industries and ris­
ing food import bills.

In 1965, N46.1 million 
was spent in the importa­
tion of food. This increased 
to N1004.2 and N2I98.3 
million in 1978 and *1981 
respectively. By 1984, food 
import recorded 15.9 per 
cent of the total consumer 
and product import.

Suddenly, the proportion 
of oil contribution to total 
federally collectable 
revenue dropped, due to 
world oil glut. From the 
peak of N 13.632 billion in 
1980, the value of oil export 
declined to NT0.536 in 1981 
and N5.584 billion in 1982. 
In 1985 fiscal year, oil con­
tributed only 66.3 per cent 
of total federally collectable 
revenue.

The effects 
economic activities look 
downward trend, 
government began to 
financial crisis arising 
reduced revenue inflov .

The GDP, that is, the 
total output of food and 
----- r„n u.. c 3 per cenl 

followed 
per cenl 

tother 8.5

real
zen 
of
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being 
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appears 
oitaken

_____ / the sources 
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ind reduce the 
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and 
on a 

: been

light consumer 
dusti es. about 
bv assemblv 
ceiuumc: coo. 
and Icxx .b..ra It

the pre
colla]

irogress
>,ry. f
~iidst the prospect ot 

imminent collapse, inc 
civilian government was 
overthrown on December 
31, 1983 and a mihlarx 
government headed o> 
Major-General Buhan took 
control of the reins ot 
power. Buhari’s govern- 

rown on 
1985? civine wav 

Major-General
■Ida as the new head

a total of Nil.513, 352,672 
has also been recorded as 
subventions given to 
various parastatal and com­
panies, and also guranteed 
loans in foreign currencies 
running to millions of 
dollar. Total recorded dm- 
dJndDdeUc^8berPri'°d11 
amounted to N933.710.134 
wfiicir gives an average ol 
about N159 million per year 
on an investment of over * 
Nil billion. Similarly^ ~ 
the more t’.._.‘. 
lent out to 
parastatals and cot 
only N67.959.735 I. 
recovered as

_ , oC 
than N40 billion 

out to various 
rials and companies 

--- has been 
loan 
and 

interest pa)'*

Enterprises Proniution 
(Amendment) Decree 1973, 
the Nigerian Enterprises 
Promotion (Amendment) 
Decree 1974 and. the 
Nigerian Enterprises Pro­
motion Decree of 1976. 
These decrees brought 
relatively minor changes. 
According to Professor 
Ake; “It is not an answer to 
the problem of dependence, 
it does not address the pro­
blem in its essentials. First 
of all, the state of Nigeria’s- 
technology is a critical 
aspect of her dependence, 
and this approach offers 
nothing relevant to this 
aspect of dependence.”

The development of a Li­
quified Natural Gas export 
to utilize the country’s vast 
resources of natural gas has 
been neglected for over a 
decade. This would have 
been a good source of 
foreign exchange earner. 
However, in November, ...1985, a framework agree- power. Buhari’s g
ment for a N4 billion LNG mept too was overthrown on

whi.-h will have an August 27, 1985. giving way 
to Major-General 
Babangida as the new head 
of state.

The broad policy objec­
tives of the administration 
economic programme are:

•restructuring and diversi-. 
fying the productive base of 
the economy in order to 
reduce dependence on the oil sector and imports; products, pro

•achieving a fiscal and agricultural food it<
balance of payment viabili- industrial products 
tv over the medium and among others:

for a »•import duty rebate on 
raw materials and com­
ponents used for the pro- 
dufrun cx.port Products;

liberalisation of export 
licencing

•retention of 25 pc; cent 
ot the proceeds of foreien 
exchange earnines bv ex­
porters and

•encouragement 
establishment of free export 
zone.

The Second-tier Foreien 
Exchange Market (SFEM) 
will be introduced to aid in 
lite realistic adjustment of 
the external value of the 
naira. Government believes

. N-iira is over­
valued bl-EM is also aimed 
.it rcstructing the economy 
and promoting investment.

ment for a N4 pinion lp 
project which will have an 
output capacity of 5.000 to 
8,000 million cubic metres 
per year was reached bet­
ween the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) and three oil com­
panies.

Several petrochemical 
projects have been under 
consideration since the late 
seventies with none having 
taken off. The products of 
these petrochemical plants 
will be used for the 
manufacture of woven 
snacks, bottle crates, 
automotive components, 
textiles, footwear. — 
papers pigment. It a- 
governments have not 
adequate steps io remove 
the peculiar determinations, 
distortions and disarticula­
tion of the economy arising 
from the monocultural 
character of the post­
independence economy.

Yet, the impression must 
not be created that socio­
economic conditions in the 
country have been static or 
have changed only 
marginally.

1"ranxport.ition. com­
munication and electricity 
developing t have gone 
space w:;h some v igoui For 

stance, deci city’s con
o to ( oss Natio ...

>N-................

1960, but increased to 
N58.7 million in 1985. Elec­
tricity generated was in­
creased from 423 thousand, 
kilowatt hourt (Kwh) in* 
1960 to over 2,654 thousand 
kwh in 1974. Electricity 
generation now stands at- 
over 9,899,140 thousand 
kwh.

Road development’" has 
been very rapid since in­
dependence, and ereaicr 
emphasis is now u- 
placed on 
maintenance.

Maintenance 
rehabilitation works 
number of roads have _ . 
in progress through the 
country 

Ami-

recovered 
repayments 
N26,124,463 as 
ment.

This poor performance 
which is a reflection of inef­
ficiency in the public cor­
porations is what govern­
ment intends to correct by 
privatising such corpora­
tions.

To diversify 
of forer" 
ings and reduce the ex­
cessive dependence on the 
export of crude oil, the 
government is vigorously 
pursing the strategy of ex­
port promotion. The 
package of export incen­
tives to aid production and 
export of manufactured 
--nducts, processed 

terns and 
iroducts includes

production and productive- 1
ty, high cost inputs into I
production and under­
utilization of the installed 
capacity in our factories. 
Attempts to reduce 
dependence have yielded 
poor results.

In .the 1950s and 1960s 
(and to the present’time)', 
due to fall in foreign ex­
change earnings of primary 
products; the need to supp­
ly local market from local 
sources, and above all to 
promote industrialisation 
and diversification of the 
economy, made govern­
ment to encourage import 
substitution. To encourage 
foreign and local investors 
to produce the imported 
goods locally, government 
gave all sort of incentives to 
investors, such as ac­
celerated depreciation 
allowances, tarriff protec­
tion. the provision of in­
dustrial estates and tax 
holidays for a certain 
number of years among 
others.

I'he benefits to the 
economy have been the of­
fer of employment at high 
cost, infusion of some 
elements of factory 
discipline and some trickle 
down of technical 
knowhow through the 
operation and maintenance 
of industrial equipment.

Nigeria has made little 
progress in industrialisation 
and diversification of her 
economy. According to 
Chief M.S. Adigun. ex- 
minister of national plann­
ing. “the manufacturing 
sector today depends on 
foreign services for oxer “0 
pci cent of its raw 
materials; SO per cent of its 
technical luanagcrial man­
power. ^5 pei cent for all 
the technology in use and 
over- SO per cent for
maintenance of equipment. 
The sector remains
dominated oO per cent by
'  ... . goods in-

30 per cent 
type durable 

\\i* industries.
10 pc. cent can

balance of paymei 
ty over the medium z 

•laying the basis
suitable non-inflationary 
growth over the medium 
and long term-term.

Towards this end. various 
policies and -programmes 
were evolved and are being 
vigorously pursued by the 
present administration.

The government has a 
fundamental commitment 
to reduce the large role 
played by the public sector 
in economic activities. The 
government plans to sell off 
its investment in commer­
cial enterprises and 
discourage its statutory cor­
porations and companies 
from economic activities 
which can best be left to the 
private sector.

As at rhe end of October. 
19S5. Federal Government 
has a total investment of 
N23 billion in its par.ixt.iial 
and companies. In addition,

'•RICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986
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Smooth start for SFEM
The long-awaited second window opens

Business starts at 2nd- Tier market

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER '1986

rT"'HE first bidding under 
1 the Second-Tier Foreign 

Exchange Market (SFEM) 
began last Friday, with 
the dollar selling for 
N4.6174 (on the reverse the 
naira is valued only 21 
American cents). The 
Pound Sterling sold for 
N6.6269.

Other rates fixed for the 
different currencies are one 
Deutsch Mark to N2.2578; 
one Swiss Franc to 
N2.7840; one French Franc 
to N.6900; one Dutch 
Guilder to N 1.9972; and 
one Yen to N 0.299.

It was observed that on 
the first tier foreign ex­
change market,a unit of the 
dollar exchanged for 
N 1.569 (63 cents to the 
naira) whilst on the black 
market, the dollar exchang­
ed for N5. This shows that 
the naira depreciated by 66 
per cent against the dollar 
on the Second-Tier Foreign 
Exchange Market.

Financial experts along 
Broad Street in Lagos and 
at the bidding centre

•.
Ek’ (T’- Irf . t " 
1- /•’ ■■ <

the. rate of N5. 1250. the 
highest bid for the session. 
There was the fear that 
over-bidding will un­
necessarily depreciate the 
.naira’s exchange rate. If the 
naira depreciates too much, 
the effect will be to unduly 
raise the overhead cost of 
business houses who are the 
main buyers on the market.

The Central Bank of 
Nigeria made available S50 
million for bidding by 34 
authorised banks. And 
when all the bids were add­
ed up, the cumulative de­
mand by the 34 banks 
amounted to — S84.37 
million.

The exchange rate was 
determined by adding all 
the successful bid rates and 
then dividing by the number 
of lucky bids. Only 16 of 
the 34 commercial banks 
which bidded for the —S50 
million offered for sale suc­
ceeded. The others were 
willing to buy the dollar at 
the rates below the marginal 
bid rate. The lucky banks 
are allowed to sell to their 
customers one percent 
above the buying rates.

It was not possible to 
know the names of the 
lucky banks as bidding was

,„nc in cod'5- Each bank 
offered diffSient rates writ- 

n on a black board in a 
descending order.

, -st Friday’s biddin? was 
conducted by the director 
of foreign operation at the 
Central Bank, Mr. Sunday 
°l»''grca?°d"al of prepara­

tion went into making J idttv’s bidding a success, 
c nee June, when President 
« u«nnida announced the introduction of the scheme.

seminars have been 
held articles written in 
.Trious magazines and 

newspapers- The CBN has 
organised training sessions 
fo? over 300 operators of 

t|'C(^ark Wednesday, 9 

September, the CBN had ^rprised bankers with a cir­
cular announctng that n was 
holding a simulated session 
for all the authonsed 
dealers at 10 a.m. the 
following day.

Even though the Central 
Bank’s director of foreign 
exchange control, Mr. Vic­
tor Odozi. warned banks at 
•he simulated session that 
documents have to be ge­
nuine and relevant, some 
bidding banks used 
unauthorised forms. This

top officials'of the Central 
Bank met with chief ex­
ecutives of commercial 
banks for several hours to 
discuss the modalities and 
•guidelines for the market.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
Armed Forces Ruling 
Council (AFRO decided 
that SFEM should lake otf 
on September 29. The 
a frC had met to consider 
various proposals to revive 
the national economy 
through the implementation 
of the structural adjust­
ment programme. The na­
tion’s highest decision mak- 
ine body accepted S400 million from ‘he Wor 
Bank to support SFEM.
The loan is repayable over I0 years with five yean 
moratorium at an interest

pointed out that the 38.3 
kobo difference between 
the Second-tier rate and the 
rate in the black market will 
compel importers to come 
to SFEM.

The exchange rate deter­
mined on the market last 
Friday is the rate for dealing

» *

Ahmed, CBN boss
this week. Although many 
banks accepted the rate as 
realistic and professional 
considering the downturn 
of the economy, they quar­
relled with high exchange 
rate quoted by some banks. 
For instance a bank wanted 
to buy foreign exchange at
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Books
The role of 
traditional healers

uv problems 
' *"ind her 
’gcrates in

Sacred Rage, 
By Robin Wright,
Andrew Deutsch, 1986, £10.95.

The professionalization of African 
Medicine,
By M Last and G L Chavundtika, 
MUP, 1986

The place of traditional medicine 
in the provision of primary health 
care in Africa has reawakened the 
interest of African governments 
in recent years. There seems to be 
a realisation that within the 
context of social advancement, 
traditional medicine has carved a 
niche for itself It is therefore 
necessary to examine it as an 
institution, attempt to rationalise 
it, harness its resources, assess its 
contributions, reflect on its future 
and determine its role in the 
national health scheme.

The book being the edited 
report of a conference held on the 
professionahsation of African 
medicine at the University of 
Botswana, Gaborone, in 
September 1983, covers the 
following countries: Zimbabwe, 
Botswana,Tanzania. Malawi, 
Ghana, Benin, Southcffi Africa 
and Nigeria. It draws on the 
knowledge and experience of the 
contributors as practitioners of 
orthodox western medicine, with 
some interesting medical 
anthropological accounts.

It is a compendium of 
comparative essays on the local 
situation in some African 
countries providing: a descriptive 
treatise; an informative 
assemblage of facts; an analytical 
profile of governmental policies; 
and a conspectus of proposals or 
suggestions for reforms. The 
articles are lively and provide 
“extensive" documentation on 
associations of traditional healers 
— information which is not 
readily available elsewhere.

Apart from its comparative 
value, several articles examine 
what traditional medicine means. 
Is it a "profession" comparable to 
orthodox medical practice; 
ambiguities involved in 
governmental policies on the 
treatment of traditional medicine. 
Should the government control it 
as part of its own medical 
framework? If so should it be 
integrated into the existing 
structure? or should it utilise 
formal professional institutions or 
associations in approaching 
problems of control?

An interesting problem of 
conflicting ethical standards is 
raised in the Harriet Neubane’s

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

comes to her study with 
experience and analytical powers. 
Her stint in the Middle East 
provided her with the much 
needed data and the personal 
involvement which de: k bound 
editorslack

Wright searches for the 
meaning of the Islamic revival in 
the contemporary Muslim world. 
She begins her book with some 
accounts of the bloody situation in 
Lebanon. Here, in the land of 
cedars, violence has replaced all 
the beauties Khalil Gibran 
captured in his poetry.

Wright prepares her audience 
for any disappointment when she 
confesses that she is "neither an k.
Islamic expert nor an Arabist... I that ideas ‘ . -
am merely a Western reporter warfare and P
who lived in the region during the butthat 11 u
fundamentalist explosion." ideas lite Islam ar.e either _

Though she is not an expt, * 
devoted to studying the p,rd 
of Muslim society will fine » 
work useful. She exaggerate 
places but overall her work 
deserves our attention.

The first chapter analyses the 
confrontation between what 
Wright calls “Islamic 
fundamentalists" and the Arab 
moderates or Westem-onentated 
leaders. Following in the 
footsteps of other Western 
analysts, Wright sees the Iranian 
revolution as a “turning point" in 
the development of 
fundamentalist thought in the 
Muslim world.

By taking this position, Wright expl 
shares the widely expressed view had 
that the coming to power of Imam 
Khomeini opened the floodgates 
of Muslim agitation against 
regimes which were not Islamic 
enough. Pursuing this line, she 
also maintains, along with other 
Westerners, that the Iranians 
want to export their revolution.

Contrary to Wright’s analysis, 
the Muslim world is not up in 
arms against the West. Rather, 
certain segments of the Muslim 
world are plagued by a terrible 
sense of injustice The perceived 
source of the injustice is the 
creation of the state of Israel and 
the West’s support of that state. 
This feeling is strongest in the 
Arab states.

If Islamic fundamentalism was 
a Muslim way of saying that they 
are fed up with the excesses of 
America and the Middle East, it 
must have started in the Arab 
world How come Iranians were 
first to establish a Muslim state 
backed by Sharia? This is a 
question the author fails to deal 
with.

Wright gives us three reasons 
why Islamic fundamentalism

article ’’The Predicament of the 
Sinister Healer." She observed 
that traditional medicine is not 
aversed to prescribing or 
sanctioning ritual killing as a 
prophylaxis or curative measure 
which may be tantamount to 
murder (by counselling) under the 
criminal laws.

The contribution of the editors 
centres on the discussion of the 
problems of professionalisation 
by providing a range of possible 
professional associations, 
alternatives to full 
professionalism, an explanation 
of the trend towards herbalism as 
opposed to divination or 
spiritualism and the difficulty of 
graduating from associations into 
a fully fledged profession by 
practitioners of traditional 
medicine.

All the articles in the book 
agree that traditional medicine, if 
properly harnessed, can 
supplement orthodox scientific 
medicine in providing much 
needed primary health care. This 
book is particularly valuable to 
policy makers in developing 
countries to aid their 
understanding of the issues 
involved in attempting to 
integrate traditional medicine into 
the national health scheme.

Biodun Layonu

The Islamic 
revival

develop* in the world. The iiret i, 
the conflict with foreign 
ideologies. Rehashing what other 
Western commentators have said 
she too embraces the view that 
the mere defeat of Islam in battle 
means the invalidation of Muslim 
values and beliefs. She cites the 
1967 war as a good indication of 
the failure of Arab nationalists 

When one analyses these 
interpretations, one comes to the 
conclusion that in the eyes of 
these commentators might is right 
and unless and until Muslims 
demonstrate might in battle their 
ideas would be found wanting. 
Such analyses are unhistorical. 
They not only give the impression 
that ideas are validated by

jert. those unfaithful to their religion or their 
religion is useless in the 
contemporary world.

Wright’s second reason is the 
Islamic nature of the Egyptian 
response to the 1973 war. The 
third reason she offers for the rise 
of Islamic fundamentalism is the 
emergence of petrodollar states. 
In her view, die rise in the price of 
oil gave greater visibility to the 
Muslim oil-producing states and 
this helped advance the cause of 
Islamic fundamentalism.

The view that muslim 
fundamentalism grew out of the 
oil wealth of the mid and late 
1970s is a half-truth. It does not 

Main much. If the oil wealth 
lanyting to do with the 

development of fundamentalism 
in the Muslim world, the reason 
for its impact lies in the widening 
of the gap between the rich and 
the poor and the growing sense of 
alienation felt by many segments 
in the modernising society. This is 
the best way to explain why the 
Iranians were the first to upset the 
applecart of the Pahlevi dynasty.

Wright gives a good synthesis of 
the material available to her in the 
individual case studies of Muslim 
countries, affected or likely to be 
affected by Islamic 
fundamentalism. The only major 
criticism a scholar or journalist 
familiar with Islamic studies can 
make is that she too studied the 
Muslim situation through the eyes 
of Western writers who preceded 
her. But even if one makes this 
criticism of the book, one must 
quickly add that the author has 
done well for a non-specialist in 
either Arab studies or Islamic 
studies. Her book will certainly 
join other recent studies on the 
origins and the challenges of 
Islamic fundamentalism in the

Middle East. SulaymanS Nvona
41

Since the Iranian revolution in 
1979 many articles have been 
written on the subject in the 
Western media. In the last seven 
years, Muslims have written 
articles in defence of their 
communities, but the much more 
powerful news agencies in the 
West arc increasingly making 
projections about the waves of 
‘Islamic fundamentalism’ around 
the world

Sacred Rage belongs to the 
body of literature identified with 
Western journalists reporting 
from the Middle East. This data 
base is important because it is 
widely read and therefore 
exercises tremendous influence 
on the perceptions and 
interpretations of events around 
the world.

It is against this background 
that Robin Wright’s book is 
examined here. A former 
correspondent for the Sunday 
Times of London, CBS news and 
The Washington Post, Wright
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Record
From Paris with 
funk
The Paris based recording

the unstoppat..
is dance and disco.

Kassa* have just completed a 
sell-out African tour 
swept through Vogt

'’d 7^. e.t* J«ms
CAnrt >» Carwrksj Iriv*

includes some of the finest 
African music currently on the 

Antilles where they ptoinpfly market.
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Voi thiee weeks, the artistic 
works b\ Rintu Olanivi Pvvin 
Seven Seven. Yetnisi Ol.uuvi 
Vwin Seven Seven. Oni 
Abwslun and Cornelius \tinju 

wete exhibited at the Grinnell 
Gallen. Manhattan. New \ oik. 
I S V

x'igamsed by JHR Inter* 
’..ition.il. an American turn

\ . crafts 
md .i../...o ’.be exhibition was

. ••.. ex ' • •
. X.. .. edNigerian

.X . • . * ... .. 

they are j
leaders in
France. . .

Their current album is funk

s De- ing .African acts under the 
•ir ta- French sphere of influence and 

electro- * 
t tracks 

 are obvi­
ously Chaw a and Goree: then companies ...  
the unstoppable / e Xinwg which than outward looking in their 

marketing policies.
■ ■■ ’’ “Ndedi Fyango" and “Doh 

which Alber’s Evolution" present a 
. ...{ . ... ,. Ivory package which conforms with
Coast and Angola. Repotts con the tradition of the makossa 
mined that venues vveie mainly style disco from Cameroun and 
m stadiums m these countries, the Ivorian beat. This selection 
but in then Caribbean home 
land thev left riotous scenes in

Exhibition Declaring the exhibition
, open, an educationist at the Oshogbo artists Centre for .African Art. New 

A oik. Dr Rosalind Jefferies said 
of the works, “the overpower­
ing energetic forms of contem­
porary Oshogbo artists live in 
the batiks of Bintu Olaniyi 
Seven Seven. Yemisi Olaniyi 
Seven Seven. Oni Abiodun and 
pen and ink artist Cornelius 
Aiinju to reincarnate the fact 
that the wellspring of the crea­
tive traditionalist does not and 
m fact cannot die.”

I'o her. "new webs of intrigue 
have been etched, spun, dyed 
and painted to entice the viewer 
into a world ot centry-old 
metaphois.” Emma Madiicinc

called off the tour to prevent 
further chaos. Kassav is now- 
reputed to be outselling the 
legendary Zaireans in France.

“Operation Grand Frerc Petit 
Frere” is also a hot disco 45 
from Sonodisc which will keep 
you dancing . but the big winner 
from that label this month is 
Franco with Jolie Dctta, a 
female singer he discovered and 
signed into his huge outfit. The 
famous Franco aka “OK Jazz is 
probably the greatest African 
musician outside of Fela and 
Zaire’s Tabuley. He is the grand 
master of soukous and rhumba 
sounds.

The album opens with Massu 
a relaxed rhumba reminiscent of 
Franco's excellent tract IDA 
from his last but one album 
Lay He written by Franco is 
probably the best track on this 
album. It has a new freshness 
injected by Jolie Delta but the 
experience and tightness of the 
legendary Franco.

Other notable material from 
the Sonodisc August releases 
include Ivory Coast’s Tony 
Blesson. Gabon's Poaty Bebeyo 
and Cameroun's Peter Mpouly 
and Zaire's Pompom Kuleta 
who is backed by the tight 
Afrisa International from the 
Tabuley stable. There is so 
much music coming out of Fran- 

The Paris based recording com- cophone Africa that one begins 
pany. Sonodisc, has a reputa- to wonder what is happening in 
tion for bringing the best music the English speaking African 
out of Francophone Africa and countries like Nigeria. Ghana 
the Caribbean. Its excellence and Sierra Leone for example, 
can simply be confirmed by the---------------- ---------------------
quality albums that emanate Advantage
from its

simply be confirmed by the 
albums that emanate 

. stable. With monthly
releases averaging ten albums The French enjoy the advan- 

probably the market tage of international marketing 
i African material in which is almost absent from 

Nigerian or Ghanaian acts. The 
lllvl, f '< Paris based 

from the two key musicians ot Sonodisc and 
the group. ---- ’ "u r -»—«-* *-
Desvarieux and Georges 
cimus. who combine thei 
lents to produce heavy, < 
funk. there are eight 
altogether but the hits

Uricirt irt dealer. Howard T. Cash, draws attention to the tailfeathers of the image in Cornelius 
pen and ink drawing. rhe Egg Collectors

Dcelarini
an c

producers like 
.... ... Safari Ambiance

A\issai. Jacob F clearly have the edge in market­
ing African acts under the 
brench snhere of infliion.-p nnd
there is no chance that the gap 
will be narrowed in the near 
future because Nigeria record 

arc more inward

ition.il
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Chief Abiola (right) in audience with Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi

4
Concord Publisher, Chief M K O Abiola with Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni

(TAne only has to emerge from the 
countries’ two airports to know that 

Kenya and Uganda, so close to each other, 
are poles apart One is a haven paradise for 
thousands of Western tourists in search of 
sun and exotica, the other has been torn 
apart by a long and bloody civil war.

At Jomo Kenyatta Airport we were 
greeted by an air of warmth. Everything 
seemed to say, "Welcome to Kenya." 
Even the taxi drivers were polite as they 
took passengers to the garden city of 
Nairobi. But walking into Uganda’s Enteb­
be Airport was like walking into a grave­
yard. There were no welcoming crowds 
and no hustle and bustle. In fact, the 
airport was about to close down for the day 
even though it was only 6 pm.

Our safari to these two African countries 
was as exciting as the word safari sounds. 
We criss-crossed Kenya’s game parks, 
mountains and lakes. We visited the 
ancient city of Mombasa taking a boat ride 
on the Indian Ocean. In Uganda, we 
traversed the Luwero Triangle where we 
saw stacks of human bones and skulls —
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Ami East African safari
Lagos reporter Bayo Onanuga accompanied Concord Press publisher. 
Chief M K O Abiola, on his recent visit to Kenya and Uganda. He 
writes of his impressions of the two countries.

victims of the country’s ghastly theatre of 
war.

"If the Europeans come back they would 
be ashamed." This was the proud boast of 
Mohammed Haji, provincial commissioner

of Rift Valley Province, as he showed u- 
the prosperous grain farmers at Nakuru 
They are better run than in the days of th<. 
colonialists, he says.

It was not an empty boast. Nakuru has * 
45,000 tonne integrated wheat silo, 3( 
concrete maize silos with a capacity o 
13,000 tonnes and two storage depot* 
where thousands of maize bags are kept 
Kericho, also in Rift Valley Province 
posseses more than 42 tea estates, whicl 
account for 75 per cent of Kenya s produc
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to the Central Bank 
)L is only prepared to

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

- AOL clash
firms at loggerhead over cargo.

i the naira equivalent of the 
ign exchange earning. But Rh?n 
is being a foreign company will keep 

ngs outside Nigeria.
--- ---pesi said, his company policy 
assigning any operating surplus to 
itral Bank of Nigeria to be 
Hr fated to Nigeria, is part of AOL's 
-t geared towards revamping the na- 

n.ul economy.
In 1984, the NNSL allocated a con­

signment of 494,000 metric tonnes of 
rice from Thailand and Patritan to 
Messrs, Ashayc Far East Lines (AFEA 
Lincs) with headquarters in Hong Kong, 
without the appropriate Federal Govern­
ment approx al.

Consequently, a total freight payment 
of US - 17,370,000 was paid by the 
Federal Government, in addition to US 
- 10.5 million as demurrage to Messrs. 
AFEA Lines, Dokpcsi revea.w.

The NNSL operations 
seriously negate the governrm 
live of conserving foreign ?• •*

iasa. a ninety-minute pl« ne ride 
a big tourist .inaction.

Unlike the European touch of Nanobi. this 
city cuts the image of a truly African town, 
despite -s fair share of Asian and Arab 
influences. The city's port has a story 30 
centuries old. It was the Indian Ocean port 
for Arabian and Asian traders Today, 
imprints of these, cross-cultural contacts are 
still stamped on the town — in its archi­
tecture., its people and religion.

“If you have not seen Mombasa, you 
have not seen Kenya." says one of the 
numerous tourist pamphlets. The city has 
wide, white beaches blown by the soothing’ 
breezes from the Indian Ocean. Its deep 
water port, its wildlife, its coconut palms 
and monuments are other attraction^. 
Tourist hotels are mushrooming all tbo 
time Tile latest is the 420-room Interconti­
nental Hole1, opened a few months ago.

Mombasa port was rebuilt in 1978 and is 
equipped to off-load and on-load 22 mil­
lion tonnes of cargo. At present, it handles 
between 7-S million tonnes. The port could 
relieve the landlocked frontline states who 
wish to bypass South Afnca.

Later we visited Amboseli, which has a 
large concentration of wild animals. We 
saw animals living in their natural habitat 
— elephants, buffalo, ostrich, giraffe, 
zebra. We also stopped at Mzima Sprn 
from where most of Kenya's drink 
water is pumped. We visited the s.tes ot ihc 
lava flows, so fresh they might huv». 
. ..opened yesterday. We criss-crossed the 
•and of the cattle-rearing Masai. We s .w 
•hem in their full colours — head and iac> 
painted, loin-clothed, with some holdin*, 
arrows. We found the Masai, too. were i.

tourism business, the women offering 
bracelets, sculptures and bangles for sale 
and others posing for photographs for 
money.

We flew to Entebbe, hoping to explore 
Uganda as we did Kenya. Pm.cess 
Elizabeth Bagaya. Uganda's ambassador 
to the United States, was at the airport to 
receive us.

We did not see as much of Uganda as we 
did Kenva. but we did visit Luwero
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than in Kenya. But Ugandans are happy- 
Those v.c spoke to were- elated by the new 
order — the peace in Kampala, the liberty 
to go out freely even at nights. They ate 
also full of hope from the Museveni 
Government. President Museveni has vow­
ed not to disappoint his people and seem- 
confident to wrestle with the problems 
afflicting his state.

Perhaps, in Museveni's time, t 
Ugandan Pearl will glitter again

.m. I let- . ac saw the lush green tea farms 
i, nl mg the Highways. We passed villaj 
- hi .’-i not only had an electricity supply I

Ku had telephones and piped water. The 
,1 is to make farming as attractive as 
possible to youngsters.

Ai Kit.ile. the country's leading maize 
producing aic.i. 7? concrete maize silos can 

ach store 15 aHonnvs when lull. District 
•fficiais -av ’hesc could sustain Kenyans

•> at Ic.r wo years m erse of a drought.
At Lake N ikurn. more than a million 

birds had gathered*feeding on the algae in 
ihe waler. They re mainly flamingos and 
ire a big tourist attraction. Although 
agriculture dominates the Kenyan 
economy. tourism is also a m..io foreign 
exchange earner — an average « t ?.*) billion 
-hillings yearly.

Mombasa, a n' 
from Nairobi, is

freight pay mt 
as paid by I 

in addition 
demurrage :o 

: —• ea|ccj
he .said, 

lent objec-
.- v ig foreign exchange.
Dr, Dokpesi, therefore, called on the 

Federal Government to probe the 
. w...w...... .. . jiiuiiiiv. juoiiT.v^don of the agreement

.•ntered the agreement for selfish reached between NNSL and Rign Maas 
, because NNSL being “a noting that “it isunfair to the citizens of 

__ _________e is neither allowed this nation to be requested to mak~ 
ompete nor lift any cargo outside the sacrifices whilst’ some unscrupulot 

:ints of the conference.’’ elements in the governn.^......
...iaiiy, the entire 236,000 metric their private pockets.” 

•vi.ne of fertilizer was allocated between Reacting to Dr. Dokpe' 
the NNSL and other Nigerian Shipping lions: the public relation 
L ines. But in August the government NNSL, Mr. Willie Nwokedi 
directed that the entire fertilizer be ship- Dokpcsi’s claims have no lot 
ped by NNSL. He said NNSL did not contn

NNSL not having the capability to carriage oi the iertilizer to anyLywj. ..._ 
carry out the assignment, subcontracted NNSL by government directive cannot 
the entire consignment to Rign Maas on s*iare project cargo with any foreign 
a commission, to the exclusion of all company, he added. 
Nigerian shipping companies including NNSL vessels arc pr 
the African Ocean Lines. in the shipment of t„v

African Ocean Lines, he said, was Romania and that c~ *' 
prepared to lift the entire consignment at vessels was discharging t 
freight rate of US -24.80. and also al the Apapa Wharf in L 

assign 
foreign exchange t
Nigeria. The AOJ

presently involved 
the fertilizer from 

one of the company’s 
discharging the commodity 

Lagos.

rms n.a..b.» About 30 kilometres from Kam- 
tges pala. a narrow, dusty road lead to much of 
but this’ area lined with villagcs. We reached an 
The ill-equipped school in Kibari where all the 

pupils, said Obote's men had made them 
orphans. We saw many houses destroyed 
and armed youths. They were manning the 

road blocks.in Kampala wc ivund many shops with 
empty shelves, goods like soap and dele- 
gents were being sold for four times more

collect 
foreigr 
Maas being ; 
all its earnin 

Dr. Dokpi 
of ass‘_ 

,.1SWW Central 
can Ocean Lines Limned (AOL), repat •. 

. Raymond Dokposi called a press effort 
conference to accuse* the company of nona! 
having trading links with South Africa. In

Dr. DoKpesi alerted the nation that 
NNSL has signed an agreement with 
Messrs. Rijn Maas En Zee of Belgium (a 

i company partly controlled by South 
.Africans) on August 11 to operate a 
non-confercnce break-bulk service on a 
world-wide basis.Under the agreement Rign Maas is to 
lift 236,000 metric tonnes of fertilizer 
from the Romanian port of Constanza 
to Nigeria, at freight rate.of US -25.25 
per metric tonne. The total payment due 
to Rign Maas shall be US -6,528,000 
(N6.5 million) as freight charges, and the 
nation also stands to pay another US 
-20 million demurrage. ........Dr. Dokpesi said the officials of the economic justificatioi 
NNSL entered the agreement for selfish reached between NN.’ 
interest, because NNSL being “a ’ ’ *
member of conference is neither allowed 
to compete nor lift any cargo outside the 
percints of the conference.’’

Initially, the entire 236,000 
tonne c" ”

*•3 requested to make 
,, some unscrupulous 
•overnment arc pursuing

NNSL •
Two shipping
’"THE embattled Nigerian National 
1 Shinpine Line (NNSL) is yet to have 

.. breathing’space. Accusations of drug 

•fes'tfXff.'SST 
JSSBSSS A«e_an ocean Line^u^t 
Dr. he company 

i South Afri<
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and Australia, the 1979 and 1981 hosts 
are \irtually within the same region with 
South Korea”.

In Afriea, Morocco and Nigeria did 
bid for the 1989 championship. Moroc­
co apart from the application, also in­
formed the CAI7 congress at the 1985

tion is South Kore" 
Seoul, is hosting 
Games. Although, 
body will want t’uv - 
Africa, the Koreni 
their pressure u 
The Seoul Ob’" 
completed an« « 
September 29, 1' 
Olympics.

The Olympic games come up a year 
before the football tournament. That 
apart, the Koreans are hosts of this 
year’s Asian Games. But other factors 
are likely to work in Nigeria’s favour. 
Prime among these is the ‘Joao 

•Havclange’s Third World policy.’ That 
apart, an NFA member argues, “Japan
AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCTOBER 1986

HE count down to the Seventh 
World Youth Football Tournament 
begun. FIFA’s searchlight is now 

riing on Nigeria’s facilities to asccr 
eligibility as possible host. Three of- 

socecr body arrived-

former Nl A chai• m.o-. x.....u 
Dankaro disagreed with V < 
lions. He told an uirr-ni ,
ih.u it he were still in ilk . lcn| 
would not have apjdicd no-. ;ic 
championship. Hie ccononr , ,, u 
and we .tournament/' he argued.

Facilities m nine stadia aie <li;dUiej 
for inspection by the FIFA p.llU i(l(? 
facilities especteJ in them iiuludc ironic .score board, well laid tuiA. pr^s 
centre equipped* with telex, telegraph 
and telephone services. Apart from these 
the stadia must be sited in cuics

••• star hotels to accommodate 
and officials including

Hosting the world
Kurile Solaja examines Nigeria’s credentials ... 
hosting the World Youth Soccer Championships in 1989. 
After extensive investigation and discussion with relevant 
authorities and experts, he scores Nigeria’s chances as

ioiic services.
i must 

four or five star 
the cori>Pelllor 

to aceontnu' a|,o envisaged
ficial>. No PND „ network. All the pro- 
in conununu.au . scrvcc| b> network
posed venues ar [|r. havc ajr
ol roads and o ' only vcnue without an 
ports. Bautin. bv t|lc jos Airport 
airport t- hour drive away.
uhich isonb at_nwnls are that there 

Other r’-M

just good.

T 
has 
beairiinj 
tain eligibility as pos.< 
ficiaK of the world < . .. 
Nigeria this week. And thyir missions: 
an on-the spot assessment of, at least, 
nine stadia in the country.

Howexer, final pronouncement is not 
expected until the 20-man Executive 
’ Mminiltcc of FIFA (CAF) deliberates 
- . Hie i.-.-uc. In conformity with FIFA’s 

. .ch 39, .. cor plet 1<■ • till has to
■ die Executive Council before the 
candidacy / upheld or rejected.

Ifast year, while in Nigeria during the 
;:nal of the African W inners Cup, CAI 
mesident, Ydnekatchcw Tcssema seized 
the opportunity i. ?.et briefed on 
Nigeria's bid to host the rest ol the 
world.

Nigeria I oolball \ • i ■ ion chair­
man, Tony Ikazoboh ami ilk '•ccietaiy, 
Patrick Okpomo, were in Mexico during 
die World Cup to table Nigeria’s 
posal before FIFA. When in Sepien 
, : i year, FIFA boss. Joao Ha- cl; 
•'renounced Africa as the last y 
; il'A boss, Joao Havelange pronoun 
cd Africa as the host for the 1989cham­

pionship. he requested CAI to submit a 
list of possible host nations.

[he ceding of the toutnamenj t 
Africa is almost by right. Thcchampioi 
?,hip kicked off in the continent in 19' 
with Tunisia as host. Japan, Australia, 
Mexico and Soviet Union have .staged 
the competition. With the 1987 finals 
taking place in Chile, South America, a 
complete cycle of all the continents 
would have been made.

The major threat to Nigeria’s applica- 
” rea, whose capital city, 

g the next Olympic 
)ugh, the world soccer 
the 1989 championship in 
oreans are unfielding in 
to host the competition.

Olympic complex has been 
nd opened as far back as 

1984 — four years to the

Havelange, F7F.-1 president
October Cairo meeting ol the cour 
intention to host the FIFA W orld C . 
1994. The intention has now been put to 
FIFA for consideration.

But m the bid for the 1989 
FI FA/Coca-cola World Cup, Niecii,'. 
gained the upper hand. At the CAI 
meeting where the fixtures lor the Iasi 
African Nations Cup were rtiade 
Nigeria got the approval of the continen 
tai body. This i> due, partly to the conn 
try’s exploits in the last youths’ tourna­
ment.

Having got CAF’s approval, Nigeria 
now faces an acid test from FIFA. 
Unlike in the. past tournaments, FIFA 
now tables a staggering ten stadia condi-. 
lions. Havelange was asked on the eve ol 
the World Youth Football Champion­
ship at Motel Camino Real, Mexico-City 
in 1983 whether the world cup was not 
becoming too gigantic. The FIFA presi­
dent had said that people were always 
talking about ‘gigantism’ in world sports 
events. “Yet the event doesn’t stop 
growing".

Oyo Orok Oyo, Nigeria’s Vice Presi­
dent of CAF and one of the three 
Africans in FIFA’s Executive Council 
first put forward the suggestion that

Nigeria should ho>i ii.v- A 
euphoria that greeted N ■ 
m the 1980 Nation •• t . ..
‘A\h;u stops us m apj <• 
the fourth World Youth 1 .
t lament in 1983?”

To add weight to bi. p
Oyo declared that Africa i’.t- 
the • c'• of the wot Id in our .. n 
our clamour for more than jw 
the FIFA world-cup and more a 
places on the executive com.',’ 
FIFA can he received by the 
world with anv seriousness/-

The ailing economy pn • 
rnidablc opposition t< • Nigeri/ 
non. Brazil and ( idembia . 
their candidature □' hos>v ,v q 
World C'up for (hr 'c.i'.’ii . I 
NF A sccreiar* explained that ut 
FIFA WorldCun the y will ' ' 
ship n heavily subsidized by it p 
Coca-cola. He argued lhai r.. . 
tournament h a way of _.r 
foreign exchange for Nigeria sim 
arc sjicnding a lot to take par:

“On the average, each team wi 
about 20.0(10 US dollars.
-cciciaiy profler.s. Si ill <m inc 
advantages. Patrick Ol porno r 
, | _-.ii will make Ni
international attention. Mr <

conununu.au
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... --------- the complex will
have a VIP stand, cloak room, 
restaurant and press centre. At the com­
missioning in June, Mr. Oyakhilome 
disclosed that all necessary equipment: 
flood light, electronic timing and 
measuring device would be installed 
before the next football season begins in 
January 1987.

AFRICAN CONCORD 2 OCfOBER 1986

_____ „ idia, the Na­
tional Stadium, Lagos and Liberty 
Stadium are almost certain to pass the 
FIFA test. Both arc equipped with elec­
tronic scoreboard and flood light 
facilities. The two stadia are complete 
with internal and communication 
facilities for administration and broad­
casting.

National Stadium which is likely to be 
the venue for the opening and final mat­
ches has sitting capacity of 60,000 and 
when fully strectched, it takes up to 
80,000. The stadium has fully aircondi­
tioned press box, modern radio/Tele- 
vision centres and broadcasting room* 
with more Jhan six booths for separate 
commentaries. It also has international 
circuits link, providing satelitc connec­
tions for radio and television.

The"27-year-old Liberty Stadium has a 
capacity for 45,000. Its special attributes 
include the velvet-like turf with .efficient 
drainage-system. Another stadium likely 
to scale through the FIFA test is the

Nigerian national stadium 
should not be more than ot 
of players and officials at < 
And that the host nation 
foreign exchange facilities.

The FIFA team, led by Harry Cavan, 
a senior vice president of the football 
body, include Omar Sey, the Gambian 
chairman of CAf Referee Committee 
and Walter Gagg, the chairman, 
Technical Department of FIFA.

Nine stadia — National Stadium, 
Lagos; Utterly Stadium, Ibadan; Og c 
Stadium, Benin; Nnamdi Azikiwc 
Stadium, Enugu; Calabar Township 
Stadium; Liberation Stadium, lo - 
Harcourt: Tafawa Balcwa Stadium, 
Bauchi; Ahmadu Bello Stadium. 
Kaduna and the Bonn Township 
Stadium are scheduled for inspect; i • 
Of these, the florin Stadium east meets 
the FIFA's specification.of 45,000 spec 
tator capacity. Over a decade after lay­
ing the foundation, and all ihe alien 
controversies over the initial staggeru 
N31.5 million budgeted for the project, 
the complex is still a mini-stadium. U y 
half of the terraces have been com

Patrick Okpomo countered: Nigeria 
still has four years ahead to updat 
whatever facility that is lacking-- H 
plained that FIFA needs four stadia'or 
the tournament. Each is to hos 
teams for the first round matencs. 
"What we are tying to do is to P ,, 
the event to mgny parts of the country- 
said the NFA secretary. 

optimistic that facilities which arc 
found wanting, even by thenl"covj(Jcd 
team visits Nieeria could be P 
before 1989. .. ,hq,

Ih^^rSn^^ 
J970 World Cup was rccondilio^ 

^.hin,as?or.'."Tj°rc’ahnCbuM »

newly commissioned Nnamdi Azikiwc 
Stadium. FIFA Technical Adviser Heinz 
Martzke said most of its facilities meet 
FIFA specifications. The NFA recently 
introduced the stadium management 
and that of others whose stadia need 
elcctrnic scoreboard to Omega score 
board manufacturers’ representatives.

At another proposed venue, the Ogbe 
Stadium, Benin, Governor John In- 
ienger told an NFA advance team that 
Bendel State Government will ensure 
that all FIFA requirements for hosing 
the competition arc met. Towards that, 
an interministcral committee comprising 
the commissioners of Information’ 
Social Development, Youths, Sports and 
Culture; Commerce and Industry; and 
Works and Transport, has been set up to 
facilitate the renovation work at Ogbc 
Stadium.

The governor disclosed that the provi­
sion of electronic score-board and flood 
light was being discussed with contrac­
tors. Other construction works needed 
at the stadium arc press gallery, exten­
sion of the spectators stands and plan­
ting grass on the balding pitch.

Former Governor Fidelis Oyakhilome 
admitted that a lot still needed to be 
done on the newly commissioned 
Liberation Stadium, Port Harcourt, The 
project being handled by an Italian firm, 
Michelitte, had been abandoned for 
years and had to be reactivated at a cost 
of N10 million. The main bowl now 
under construction, is designed to seat 
50,000 spectators.

In its master plan, t 
1 a yjp s(ancjj

press centre. At the
June, Mr. <

... all necessary 
light, electronic t

J-jcc wou,J ’ 
football

stadium within a short time, he wonders 
why Nigeria will be unable to perform a 
similar feat.

Various state governments are getting 
interested in the 1989 championship. 
Colonel Oladayo Popoola, the former 
Ogun State Governor, in the 1986 
budget announced that the state will 
raise the facilities in Asero Stadium, 
Abeokuta, to meet CAF standard and 
also, arrangements were in progress to 
build, with the .support of sports-loving 
philantrophists, a modern and benefit- 
ting stadium which is suitable for inter­
national competition.

“We hope this will be ready to host 
FIFA Under-21 competition in 1989,” 
Colonel Popoola said. Since the speech 
only a minor structural adjustment to 
the Ascro Stadium has been made. The 
other plan for a new stadium has ap­
parently been discarded.

Of the designated nine stadia, 
‘ium, Lagos and 

almost certain to p 
i arc equipped wi 
>ard and ”
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Matching the challenge
Although the basic qualificaltions exist for hosting the!
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1
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FIFA-Coca-Cola Cup a lot >needs toi be done.
'T'HE major problem Nigeria may face 
A in meeting FIFA’s requirements is 

that of telecommunication facilities. At 
the moment, NITEL only has facilities 
to* transmit to the outside world from 
Lagos. This indicates that transmission 
is only possible from the National 
Stadium. But NITEL’s public relations 
manager, Alhaji Umaru Galadanci has 
given an assurance that transmission 
from the stadium at Ibadan, Benin City, 
Calabar, Enugu, Port Harcourt, 
Kaduna, Ilorin and Bauchi will be possi­
ble by middle of .1988 and by which 
time, the Domestic Satelite (DOMSAT) 
upgrade activities would have been com­
pleted.

The upgrade activities will consist of

required for each match. ‘‘They have to. 
plan ever}' match and give instructions 
to the cameramen.”

Another constraint the NTA faces is 
the dearth of outside broadcasting vans 
for all the proposed venues. The NTA 
would require about N56 million to ac­
quire most of the equipment for effec­
tive transmission of events. But the 
staggering amount could be a form of 
invesftnefit, if an aggressive drive is em­
barked upon.

The chance comes next year during 
the tournament in Chile. For good plan­
ning and aggressive campaign, Yinka 
Craig suggest that a Nigerian contigent 
has to be in Chile. The reasons are two • 
fold. To understudy the organisers of 
the next finals and also to campaign to 
the world on what Nigeria would offer 
in 1989. South Korean officials were in 
Los Angeles during the last Olympics to 
give elSutfl-hte programme of the Seoul 
Olympic Games.

Such campaigns, argues Yinka Craig,., 
helps to sell television rights for the 
championship. Television rights enable 
events to be beamed- to countries that 
obtained such. It is here that most of the 
investments on the tournament could be 
recouped.

of television rights depend 
as the volume of viewer- 

_eiving nations and com- 
ty of sports programmes 
tries. ‘‘Nigeria could ac- 

>ary equipment within) 
aking the decision.’’

Ayuba; Communication boss
was the situation during the last world1 
cup in Mexico. Two other cameras, one 
on each of the field are positioned a little 
distance into the covered terrace. 
Another two on a higher elevation, give 
over-head and wide angle shots? With 
these, says Yinka Craig, cameramen will 
do less focussing. Each camera is already 
focus.ed to specific sections of the field. 
At the moment, the Nigeria Television 
Authority (NTA), uses three camera for 
matches at the National Stadium. For' 
the ‘Match-of-thc week,’ . only one 
camera is used. This accounts for the 
poor picture quality of the programme.

NTA’s Mamman Jimoh, who shoots 
the match-of-thc week, watches a 
90-minutc match with one eye closed — 
having to focus and pan the camera to 
the direction of play. With the use of 
eight cameras, Craig contends that man­
power training programmes for directors 
wpuld be necessar/’ Two directors arei

Yinka: PoQr communication facilities 
installation of transmission and recep­
tion equipment for both video and audio 
programmes at those locations. Yinka 
Craig, NTA sports commentator, holds 
the view that most of the transmission 
facilities are not existing in the country. 
He suggests that the DOMSAT will have 
to link the other venues with Lagos 
where an international broadcasting cen­
tre (1BC) will be sited.

The IBC is required to have facilities 
for at least 50 nations to ’ broadcast 
simultaneously. In bigger events like the 
Olympic Games and FIFA World Cup, 
the capacity of the IBC could be bigger. 
A total of 166 nations including Nigeria 
took the events at the last World Cup 
from Mexico’s IBC. At the IBC, each 
nation that has television rights will be 
allocated a suite. The suites arc equipped 
with telex and television pictures of all 
the events from all venues._

The IBC also present avenue for.com-
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mon press conferences at the end pf mat­
ches. Information on players and of­
ficials are obtained from the centre. 
Yinka Craig was at the Mexico cham­
pionship of 1983. He noted the organisa­
tional structure of the IBC and suggests. 
20 commentator positions for radio and 
television in each stadium. A minimum 
of eight cameras, television experts 
claim, would be required at every 
stadium for good picture shots. The. 
distribution is such that two cameras are 
positioned behind the goal posts. Thesel 
provide play back in slow motion. Addi­
tional two are placed parallel to each 
goal line for side line slow motion pic-| 
turcs. With these, four slow motion shots( 
are taken from different points. That1

.’couped.
The price 

on such factors s 
ship in the recei... 
mercial viability ‘ 
in such country, 
quire all the necess; 
six months of making 
contends Yinka Craig'.

With regards to |satellite communica­
tion, NITEL officials claim they are 
already improving on the existing' 
facilities. But it will cost about 30 
million US dollars to upgrade the pre­
sent system for the 1989 football fiesta.

' Although NITEL officials claim that 
the company has not received any re­
quest from either the NTA or’the sports 
ministry in connection with the FIFA/. 
Cocacola World Cup, the upgrade exer­
cise is part of NITEL’s plan to improve 
the network distribution programmes on 
DOMSAT services as well as introduce 
new digital business services over DOM­
SAT in order to improve NITEL 
revenue generation base.

Multilateral transmission in Nigeria is 
in PAL. But the recent acquisition of 
standard TV converter to transcode to 
other systems such as NTSC and Secam. 
has removed the problem Nigeria en­
countered last year. It was not possible 
to receive live transmission from USSR 
during last year’s FIFA/Cocacola 
Junior World Cup because Nigeria had 
no standard converter to receive the 
transmitted NTSC system.

NITEL has assured that other coun­
tries will not have the same problem 
receiving from Nigeria since “we will be O 
able to transmit NToc or PAL system 
separately or simultaneously using our 
TV converter.’’ 4(7
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bookmakers wrong. With victory, “the 
gap between Europe and South Africa 
on one hand, and Africa and Asia on the 
other, is closing,” remarked Mr. Peter 
Vellappanni, Secretary General of the 
Asian Football Confederation.

The reception accorded the victorious 
team was unprecedented in the annals of 
sports in Nigeria.

Although the epoch-making team has 
out-grown the stipulated age of 17, a 
new team built around Fatai Atere and 
Duere Tonworinmi have started another 
march to glory. With the Starlites of 
Ghana already disposed off, a win over 
Zambia in January will see Nigeria 
through into yet another final.

In recent times, Nigeria’s successes, 
especially in football, have hinged more 
on the youth teams. Youths Sports 
Federation of Nigeria (YSFON) teams, 
although most often unheralded, has 
consistently brought honours to the 
country. This vear, YSFON won for 
keeps, the Dana Cup.

Just before the Los Angeles Olympic 
Games, a pre-olympic soccer champion­
ships was organised. Nigerian youths 
swept the stakes — winning the cup 
presented by Pclc and also, the fair play 
trophy. Nigeria’s Niyi Adeleyc got the 
“Most Valuable Player” award after 
Nigeria had beaten Argentina 5-1 in the 
final match.

The upward trend in Nigerian foot­
ball, especially in the youth category is 
well acknowledged by FIFA. In a post 
tournament publication, the world soc­
cer governing body commenting on 
Nigeria’s victory over the-Soviet Union 
in a group D match at the 1983 World 
Youths Football Championship in Mex­
ico remarked: “The competition’s big 
surprise. No one had expected the 
USSR, a traditionally strong youth 
team, to lose. Not only did Nigeria merit 
their victory, but this can also be seen as 
a genuine advance in the footballing per­
formance in that African country.”

The Andrew Uwe-fed squad which 
succeeded the 1983 team proved that the 
win of 1983 was not fluke. After losing 
1—2 in an earlier group match, Nigeria 
eventually beat hosts, Soviet Union 3—0 
on penalties in the third place match 
c">.-n ranking among the-last five in the

..ous championship, Nigeria placed 
rd in 1985.

Today, Nigeria leads the continent in 
■'is football. For two consecutive

, Nigeria won the Ydnewkatchew 
Tessema Cup. The nation is still conten­
ding for a record three-time win. But the 
^apparent -high footballing standard has
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Nigeria’s analogue telephone system 
would have been obsolete by 1989, 
reasoned Yinka Craig. Computerised 
telex and digital telephone are fast mak­
ing inroad into the telecommunication 
world. N1TEL* engineers assert that the 
digital telephone system is faster, smaller 
and less vulnerable to interference, and 
degradation. The system also permits 
the integration of voice, data, text and 
fixed images over the same network.

Adoption of the digital telephone, 
argues its proponents, will enhance the 
transmission of news to various coun­
tries by the foreign pressmen Nigeria is 
likely to host during the football fiesta.

By 1984, in Los Angeles Olympics, the 
computerised telephone system had been 
.in use. "We can attempt to match the 
system”, said Yinka Craig who was one 
of the electronic media men that used 
th Nigeria intends to join the countries

plemcnlauon will depend >

11?“ NITE?official said that the com-

should be made availablerepor ent.
In the present c>rcum’'a^ jn® dcr

'S
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Momeurts off gteiry ■
In her 26 years of nationhood, there had been occasions 
when Nigerians did their country proud; of course, 
there were dull moments.
"DERHAPS outside Nigeria’s role in 
A world political affairs, no other 
sphere had brought honours and inter­
national recognition to the nation like 
sports. Although, the nation may 
easily fit among the very bests in 
world, Nigeria has come • among 
newly emerging sporting nations. In the 
past 26 years, Nigerian sportsmen and 
women had strived to carve an identity 
for the nation. The glorious moment 

icamc in August last year.
Within the month, Nigeria had 

become the focus of international atten­
tion — emerging over-all-champion at 
the fourth All-African Athletics Cham­
pionship in Cairo, and winning the in­
augural Kodak/FIFA World Cup in Bei­
jing, China. The euphoria of the latter 
feat was overhwhelming. No other team 

: and South America had 
organised tournament.

jainst all predictions, the 
Jnder-17 proved
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Golden eaglets: Moment of joy 
not manifested in the senior category 
where fortunes have been fluctuating.

In the early 60s'the country’s perfor­
mance was dismal. Nigeria fell badly 
6—3 to Egypt and 4—0 to Sudan in the 
African Cup of Nation. Then a tremen­
dous rise, first starting with qualification 
for Olympics in 1968 and culminating in 
winning the gold medal in the Second 
All Africa Games in 1973.

Then another state of doldrum commenced 
until 1976 when Nigeria featured for the se­
cond-time in the final rounds of the Cup of 
Nations. It appeared that a lot of lessons had 
been gleaned from the 1963 attempt in Accra. 
But 13 years later, the country had a better 
result beating the defending champion Zaire 
4—2. Situation was the same in the next tour­
nament. The Eagles made away with bronze 
medal before landing the cup in Lagos 1980. 
With the silver medal from 1984 tournament, 
Nigeria is the only team to have won the top 
three positions in the Cup of Nations. 
However, since the cup winning team of 
1980, there has been a marked decline in the 
national team.

NFA chairman, Tony Ikazoboh, lamented

this at the launching of the challenge cup 
mascot. The gold, silver, bronze wins in the 
Nations Cup is not comparable to four times 
win of the cup by Nigeria's traditional rival, 
Ghana. Besides, while some countries have 
won all the continental trophies, Nigeria still 
craves for the coveted African Cup 
pions. The annual championship 
evasive in the past 18 years.

.With the scale of organisation, the popular 
support and the over 400 clubsides in the 
country, Nigeria has the potentials to lead in 
African football. Unlike the neighbouring 
Cameroon, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Egypt and Zaire, Nigeria has never qualified 
for the FIFA World Cup. But on three occa­
sions, the nation got to the last qualifying 
stage.

In 1969, Nigeria narrowly missed 1970 
world cup finals — losing on points to 
Morocco in a round robin duel that also in­
volved Ethiopia, Morocco with two wins and 
a drawn match qualified with five points 
ahead of Nigeria which had four.

In 1977, Nigeria was a losing finalist to 
Tunisia and Egypt. In yet another final quali­

fying match in 1981, Nigeria fell miserably, 
1—4, to Algeria — Nigeria had twelve mon- 
ths earlier beaten 3—0 to lift the African Na­
tions Cup. But when viewed against the per­
formances of other African nations, Nigeria 
has a modest record.

This is also reflected in some other multi­
national games. Although Nigeria has only- 
four medals — one silver and three bronze 
medals to show for the Olympics there arc in­
dications that the country has potentials to 
conquer the world. Chidi Imoh of late, has 
been commanding world attention. He 
recently outran the Olympic four-medal sen­
sation, Carl Lewis, at an international 
athletic meeting. His other feats include set­
ting a new African record in .the 100 metres 
dash and becoming the world eighth fastest 
man of all times.

In Africa, Nigeria ranks top 
athletics nations. The nation’s contigent has 
commanding stature in thy last three Africa 
Games placing second on the medals table. 
Last year, Nigeria emerged overall winners at 
the Fourth All African Athletic Champion­
ship in Cairo with a medal haul of 11 gojj, 
nine silver, and four bronze medals, Nigerian 
athletes hit spectacular form at the close of 
thechampionship,.winning six gold and seven 
silver medals on the very last day. Maria 
Usifo, who had a bad outing in Los Angeles 
Olympic Games paved the gold winning spree 
bv outrunning Ceute Ngabc of Cameroon 
and Albir line Koutouen of Cote D’Ivoire 
in the 100 metres hurdles final.

Nigeria had produced two world boxing 
champions in the professional category. 
Hogan Basscy was a former heavyweight 
champion, while in the 60s the late Dick Tiger 
ruled* the middleweight class. Davidson 
Andch won the world amateur lightweight 
boxing title in 1978. With the exit of some of 
these pugilists, other Nigerians are making 
their w«ys into stardom. At the moment, the 
most promising Nigerian boxer around is Joe 
Lasisi, African Boxing Union Jiehc 
heavyweight champion.

— Kunle Solaja
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He had devoted

Ismael Rlrera wants heller lives for themselves and for 
their families; and the opporiunilics io 
pursue that goal,” he said. But 
Nigerians have gone off the mark 
somehow in doing so, it seems to him. 
The country is blessed with dynamic 
people and a good press, he said, yet the 
vital ingredient: the willingness to 
sacrifice themselves for the country is 
missing. However, he hopes that the 
situation will be rectified sometime 
before he dies. In America, he will take 
up lecturing political science (his major 
at the university) and languages at the 
Campbell University in North Carolina. 
This will be a continuation of his stint at 
the Ecole Normale in Togo and a univer­
sity in the Republic du Benin. A truly 
diverse career.

OOES art imitate li.v. ---- -
U the village hcadm 
Aderibigbe Al\ — >>’ 
New Village Headmaster scries ar 
playing Dbierika in the num-

V
‘Things Fall Apart,’ actually fell apart 
His grouse is with the government on 
performing artistes’ poor pay. As Ali in 
the Headmaster scries, he plays a 
parallel role, sticking to his guns for one 

isc or the other. “If the government 
s not do something about it now, 1 

go into politics in 1990 to do 
tclhing about it,” he said. He sug­

gests making the payment of television 
>.vcnccs rates go directly to television sta- 

so they will be well funded. For 
__he is taking up fish farming to aug­

ment his pay. But this would give him 
little time for acting. Actually his only 
other popular role was the doctor in 
‘Caravan of Live,’ which he acted for 
two years before leaving the sets. “A 
drama is like a football team,” he said. 
“If any member is unskilled it affects the 
whole team. So, I carefully select before 
joining any proposed production.” Art 
imitates life. And it imitates sport too.

Mumi Abha-Ajl
A s Hcnd of Publications and 

; *1 valines in the Borno State 
Minisit\ of Inlounaiion, sober looking, 
w»ll spoken Musn Ahlui- \jl, 33, ftoc* 
vsiia mile in performing his job. In his 
modest office adorned with self-created 
maxims that ol lei penetrating insight in­
to his peison. Musa’s major concern 
swms io be how io improve the lol of 
ihcoidmaix Nigerian.

Bui Musa has another 
I he scaivily ol read" 

country, being him ...............
mam nobby is reading. He had devoted 
his M.Sc. thesis at Leicester University 
on this problem.

Musa demes tremendous joy atten­
ding to otlici people’s problems and 
would not take even thanks for his 
I’.imx It is a ple.iMuc. he says, io 'cndci 
service. He worries that pan of the pro­
blem wnh the nation today is that many 
people no longer bdievv that a good 
name is bctiei than riches.

It you call Musa a socialist you are no: 
t.u on ihe rn.uk. With framed bust 
•.•ho.oe-.aphs ot Kail Marx 
smevaia adorning his mock
oom in the GRA part of Maiduguti. 

Musa puis his philosophy m one ctypik 
ne ‘Give it to us? He then explains: 

l he count iv belongs, to the people and 
so ’.he esp'o'.ie'.s and pai.i' .c* must give 
u bock io them tot there to be justice.

* * NJI . nos n too ce," sa • 
’ . e.. b':o ”..u;oa s':: .cc of’.he

S .' .• alien Sc ■> ce
. *> s n '

. ne> of the earth ex- 
' N sears e: service 
. - o. d know. In

A WOMAN’S place is in the home. 
/A Nay, a woman’s work is not dohe 
until she steps into home matters Fran­
ca Afcgbua’s career as a senator in the 
Second Republic came to an abrupt end 
in December 1983. Since then, she has 
taken time out to look after hcr children 
James and David, in Benin. They are jn 
secondary and primary schools respec­
tively. Now she has found boarding 
schools for them, so she is back in 
Lagos,’“hustling.” Recently, Afcgbua, 
an international hair styling award­
winner, opened a hair dressing salon at 
the Federal Palace Hotels. She says she 
has an eye on other businesses too. But 
the eagle docs not catch flies, so what 
particular areas of business? “Well, I in­
tend to go into show business. Beauty 
contest, in particular,” she said. “And 
public relations too.” Meanwhile, she is 
still flat-hunting.
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