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An Okigwe magistrate court where the suspects
were earlier arraigned for armed robbery, possession
of fire arms and multiple murders in Imo, Enugu and
Anambra States ordered their remand at the Owerri
prisons.

However, the suspects sued the Imo State Com­
missioner of Police; the State's Attorney General
and the Deputy Comptroller of Prisons, Owerri at
the Nkwerre Division of the Imo State High Court
and prayed for bail, which was granted by Justice
Nzeukwu. Okiro said one Sylvester Modu who acted
as surety for Ogbodo gave fake address to the court
and on the return date, the applicants and their coun­
sel were not in the court.

By Misbahu Bashir

FIVE top-flight robbery suspects who allegedly
killed several policemen in a robbery spree across
the South Eastern states have been granted bail by an
Owerri High Court, prompting a petition yesterday
from Police Inspector General Mike Okiro to Chief
Justice of Nigeria Idris Legbo Kutigi,

Okiro said in the petition, "1protest the circum­
stances surrounding the granting of bail to Sylvester
Ogbodo, otherwise known as Nkwu-Ekere-Omu,
and 5 other suspects of robbery and murder charge
by the Imo State High Court, Nkwerre Judicial Divi­
sion presided by Justice TN. Nzeukwu,"

campaign in Ekiti is not accurate.
_The president is not going back;
there was never a plan for him to
go back. He went the week before
to declare the campaign open
and is not going back. Also, it is
not true to say that troops will
be deployed in Ekiti on Saturday.
There will be no such thing."

He added, "The president is a
fair-minded man even though he
is a PDP man and would wish that
governor Oni returns back to gov­
ernment house. It is the wishes of
Ekiti people that will prevail at the
end of the day. It is for the people
ofEkiti to determine who governs
them come Saturday:'

PDPchieftains had
requested for 501-
dierslofl'etfeployed
to Ekiti for the polls.

THE ruling Peoples Democratic
Party's (PDP) sustained pressure
on President Umaru Yar'adua to
deploy troops to Ekiti State for
Saturday's re-run governorship
election was rejected yesterday,
with the president saying he will
neither send troops to Ekiti for
the election nor return to the
state to campaign for the PDP
candidate, ex-governor Segun
Oni. The President's spokesman
Olusegun Adeniyi said this yes­
terday. Speaker of the House of
Representatives Dimeji Bankole
and other PDP chieftains had
earlier requested for soldiers to
be deployed to Ekiti for the re­
run polls.

Adeniyi said, "The report that
the president is going back toCop-kl s e

bail, IG kicks

By AbdulFattah Olajide

troops
for Ekiti

NoHis day in court

were Mallam Abdul-Rahaman
Ado, Muhammed Baba Gana
Bunu, Dr. Muhammed Alimi
Abdul-Rasaq, Mr. Abimbola
Odubiyi, Prof. O. C. Iloeje and
Dr. Grace Eyoma.

At the court session which
lasted for nine hours before [us­
tice Salisu Garba, the accused
persons pleaded not guilty to all
the charges ..

The Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC)
has accused the respondents of
disobeying the law with intent
to cause injury, of maintaining
fixed deposits from public funds,

. of taking illegal loans, theft and
illegal estacodes for official
trips, among others. The court
remanded them in prison cus­
tody and adjourned the matter to
Friday April 24, 2009 to entertain
their bail applications.

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

CHAIRMAN of the Nigeria
Electricity Regulatory Commis­
sion (NERC) Dr. Ransome Owan
and six other commissioners were
arraigned before an Abuja High'
Court on a 197-count charge of
fraud yesterday.

They were accused of convert­
ing N1.5 billion belonging to the
federal government to their per­
sonal use.

Arraigned alongside Owan

NERC
bosses
charged



IGPMike Okiiro . stnc
told reporters in the capital Akwa oad

The gang also wounded aboi IKadun
15other people, shooting sporad
cally as they tried to escape, poli
said. Three of the robbers were-­
killed inthe incident. (Reuters)

ROBBERS killed at least 30 peo­
-ple as they attacked a van carrying
cash in Anambra State, police said
yesterday.

About a dozen armed robbers
in three vehicles opened fire on the
van, which was travelling late on
Monday from the town of Onit­
sha, and made away with a large
amount of money, police said.

"They also attacked three pas­
senger buses at the same point
killing about 30 people ... includ­
ing three policemen, a soldier and
three pregnant women;' Anambra
state police spokesman Felix Agbo

Robbers kill 30 in bullion van raid

a reliable source.
Similarly, in the militants'

efforts to avenge their colleagues'
misfortune and probably to res­
cue the arrested ones from JTF
custody, a reprisal attack was car­
ried out by the same group yes­
terday, in three speed boats. The
attack was thwarted by the troops
of the security out-fit. The mili­
tants fled with various degrees of
injuries. No soldier was injured
or killed, the JTF said.

In a related development,
(JTF) has denied any knowledge
of an alleged attack on a Turkish
operated supply vessel about 50
nautical miles off Onne Port, near
Port Harcourt.

Col. Abubakar told our corre­
spondent over the phone that" we
are not aware of the occurrence.
of any such incident around the
area in question. As a matter of
fact, when we got wind of it from
unverified sources, we spread our
tentacles wide by detailing our
men to comb the area:'

a TWO suspected militants have been
killed while three have been arrested
during a clash with the Joint Task
Force in Degema local government
area of Rivers state.

The militant group that was
crushed by the JTF was led by a self­
acclaimed repentant militant leader
from Rivers State . In the ensuing
battle, they were overpowered and
forced to retreat. Those arrested
are Dasobobo Dawan, P~hibo
Georgewill and Emi Alaibo ..

C-onfirming the attack, the
Coordinator, Joint Media Cam­
paign Centre, Colonel Rabe Abu­
bakar, said the attackers were from
the camp of a prominent repentant­
militant leader in the region. This
fact emerged after the three captured
militants confessed during question­
ing that they were sent to carry out
attacks on innocent prominent per­
sonalities and JTF men deployed in
the area, when they were intercepted
following credible information from

FromMuhammadBello,PortHarcourt

JTF kills two militants,
unaware of attack on
Turkish vessel

Akpoteghor I.Mathew pleaded with
the committee to come to the res­
cue of the people who have worked
for the country and have not been
paid their benefit for the past five
years. He said that they lost 180out
of the 5000 pensioners of the com­
pany since they were compulsorily
retired following the privatization of
the company in 2005.

"The company has been operat­
ing for 20 to 25 years, so it should
be able to pay. Responding to the
pensioners, Senator Chukwumerije
assured them that the senate would
do everything within it might to
ensure they get justice.

PENSIONERS of the beleaguered
Delta Steel Company yester­
day took their grievances to the
National Assembly demanding
t payment of their 45 months
arrears by the Federal government.

The protesters in their hun­
dreds and dressed inblack attires
and red headscarf blocked the
entrance to the National Assembly
Complex chanting solidarity songs
and vowed to remain on the street
until their demands are met.

Leader of the group Comrade

ByTashikalmahHallah,Abdul-Rah­
manAbubakar&TurakiA.Hassan

Delta Steel Coy pensioners take
protest to N/Assembly

mittee"
He said that it was "normal­

any person can be detained. And
I am not above any constituted
authority. I am a common citi­
zen as you. Even yourself if you
go now and make a complaint
against me, I would be invited to
come and say my own part:'

BUSINESS mogul, Alhaji
Aliko Dangote yesterday denied
being detained by the-Economic
and Financial Crimes Commis­
sion (EFCC) over the alleged AP
share prices manipulation but
confirmed he was interrogated
by the anti-graft agency.

Dangote in a chat with report­
ers at the National Assembly said
"I was questioned by the Eco­
nomic and fmancial Crimes com­
mission (EFCC) on Tuesday but
I was not detained as reported in
some papers".

He said: "You have to know
that I have been in business for 31
years and I have been taught how
to respect constituted authority
and that is why I have to show up
this morning despite my having a
running stomach, this is to show
you the respect I have for the com-

ByTashikalmahHallah&NasidiA.
Yahaya

I was never detained
-Dang-ote

Aliyu Wadada (PDP, Nassarawa
State) had before calling off the
probe, dismissed representatives
of AP PIc and other representa­
tives of banks, insrsting that their
principals must be 1 esent.

He however alle ed Mr.

Eugene Anenih who saicr-c:~0~n~-,---:::==::;~~~~-fo:;:;:::=:;:=::;~~~~~7~~~;:==i=5?::-:1trary to the allegations of SI

price manipulation against his
company which has earned it a
suspension by the Securities and
Exchange Comrnissid , it was
Otedola who had all along been
involved in share price manipu­
lation.

There was heated exchange
between Nova officials and the
Representative of AP PIc, Barr.
I.D. Idigbe, midway into the sub­
mission of NOVA to the Com­
mittee, as ldigbe told the Com­
mittee to stop NOVA from fur­
ther maligning the reputation of
Otedola.

THE House of Representa­
tives Committee on Capital Mar­
ket yesterday threatened to arrest
business mogul and Chairman
of African Petroleum, Mr. Femi
Otedola over his failure to honour
the committee's invitation.

The Committee is investigating
the alleged manipulation of share
prices of African Petroleum PIc,
and invited Otedola among others.

Aides to the Chairman of Afri­
can Petroleum told Daily Trust in
Lagos that he was not invited by
the House.

The aides in a telephone 'con­
versation in Lagos said it was
only Alhaji Aliko Dangote and
Nova Finance managing director
Eugene Anenih that were invited.

The Chairman of the Commit­
tee on Capital Market, Rep Ahmed

ByTashikalmah Hallah, Nasidi A.
Yahaya & Kayode Ekundayo

Reps threaten to arrest Otedola over
~~APshare scandal
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MILITANT

tribution from the executive arm
of government which will go into
a central pool and will be used
to purchase additional means
of transportation in the FCT",
Tukura said.

He said while the President is
not imposing it on the other arms
of government, the cut may con­
tinue even when the commission
slashes the remuneration of the
political officeholders involved.

HAMAN Tukur, RMAFCboss

PRESIDENT Umar Yar'aduas 20
percent pay cut for political office
holders would not stop further
cut, the Revenue Mobilization
Allocation and Fiscal Commis­
sion (RMAFC) has said.

Chairman of the Commis­
sion, Engineer Hamman Tukur
told newsmen yesterday in Abuja
that the cut which commences
this month is a sacrifice by the
presidency to boost transporta­
tion in the Federal Capital Terri­
tory (FCT).

Yar'adua in February wrote
RMAFC to review downward
salaries of certain political office­
holders in the face of current glo­
bal economic downturn and the
dwindling revenue base of the
government.

Tukur said yesterday that
when the commission finishes
it exercise of reviewing down­
ward the salary of all political
officeholders, the executive, like
the legislature and the judiciary
would still be affected.

"The President's circular did
not say cut. It is a voluntary con-

By Idris Ahmed

RMAFC: Var'adua's 20% pay
cut won't stop further cut

BRITISH All Party Parliamentary
Group has expressed concern on
2011 elections citing increasing
corruption and mismanagement
in Nigeria.

A statement by the British
High Commission said findings
by a group of British lawmakers
noted that the people of Nigeria
are suffering because of lack of
leadership from within the coun­
try and from amongst Nigeria's
international partners.

"Nigeria has an array of chal­
lenges to overcome: problems
of accountability and transpar­
ency, human rights violations, a
flagging power sector, political
manipulation creating conflict
and an economy dominated by
oil. "Nigeria hopes to be an10ng
the top twenty world economies
by 2020 but this will not happen
unless its leadership - at all lev­
els, including federal, state and
local government and civil soci~
ety leaders - become organised
and take direct responsibility for
the people.

"It is for this reason that
Nigeria needs credible elections
to take place in 2011. Elections
are key to achieving democratic
accountability: good elections
in Nigeria are essential to start
shifting government account­
ability from oil revenues to the
people. The report recommends
that electoral reforms are imple­
mented and voter registration
begins now': It stated

By Aisha Umar

•

body over and over and that if we
need development we don't have
to create crisis, we need to support
the contractors", Orubebe said.

Orubebe's explanation came
after Prof. Akunyili announced
that the council approved the rea­
ward of the contract for the duali­
sation of section 11 subsection 1
( Port Harcourt to Ahoda) of the
East-West Road earlier aban­
doned by Julius Berger to Setraco
Limited at N29 billion.

She said the government also
ordered Julius Berger to refund
N6.1billion from part of the
mobilisation fee paid to it for the
contract.

The entire contract for the
East -West Road, covering five
states, Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers,
Cross River and Akwa -Ibom, was
initially awarded to Julius Berger
in 2005 at the cost ofN220billion.

SOME Niger Delta militants have
given the government assurance
that they would protect expatri­
ates and indigenous contractors
executing developmental projects
in the region rather than kidnap­
ping them, the Minister of State
for Niger Delta, Chief Godswill
Orubebe said yesterday in Abuja.

Orubebe gave the hint while
briefing State House correspond­
ents along with the Minister of
Information and Communica­
tion, Professor Dora Akunyili,
after yesterday's Federal Execu­
tive Council meeting. He said
the Federal Government is now
dialoguing directly with the mili­
tants to ensure that peace returns
to the 'Niger Delta region soon.
President Umaru Musa Yar'adua
recently offered any Niger Delta
militant willing to lay down his
arms.

"You have forgotten that there
exists the Ministry of Niger Delta
which has been on for the past
three months. And if you have
been reading about our activities
very well, we have been handling
the security issues very well. We
have moved from the approach
of through third party to direct
contact with the youths in creeks.
There is every guarantee that in
the very near future, the security
issues would have been resolved
to a very reasonable level and we
believe that the contractor that
are going back to work now will
have no problems, wewillstandby
them to ensure that the jobs are
done. Its been explained to every-

By AbdulFattah Olajide

FGin direct contact with
N/Deita militants - Orubebe

PENSIONERSof Delta Steel Company, Aladja, protesting non-payment of benefit_~_i!tth!1r~~i~
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UK Parliamentary group
raises fears on 2011 election

It said APPG believes that ena­
bling the people to engage in the
politics of their country is key to
battling corruption in Nigeria.
The report notes: "The country
and any hope of reform or mov-'
ing forward are undermined if
the government lacks legitimacy
in the eyes of the people"

The report praises the deter­
mination and resourcefulness of
Nigerians in attempting to over­
come the considerable challenges
the country faces, but warns that
Nigeria's extensive resources have
for the most part been exploited
for the wrong reasons.

It said "Key recommenda­
tions made in the report include,
an international group of Niger­
ia'smain partners such as the UK,
US and EU to assist Nigeria tackle
issues including illegal oil theft,
the swift implementation of elec­
toral reforms and voter registra­
tion, faster reform of the Nigerian
Police Force with greater training
and better equipment, more pro­
tection for the rights of journal­
ists and documentary makers and
greater pressure on international
oil companies to stop gas flaring':

It added that Nigeria is of
importance globally because of
its large and influential global
Diaspora, its role as an important
cultural, economic- and politi­
cal hub, and as a producer of oil.
Nigeria is of particular impor­
tance to the UK as economic
and family links between the two
countries continue to strengthen.
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was none': Part of the allegation
against the chairman of the TVO
was that he swindled members of
funds from the state government
during last year's Ramadan and
the Eid-el-Kabir periods.

The chairman told the emir
that everything was documented
for posterity and urged anyone in
doubt to go to the Cabinet Office
because everything is there
intact.

Responding, the emir urged
members of the organization to
be wary of media reports as not
every media report could be the
truth. Dr Bayero then urged
them to continue living with one
another in peace and pursue-the
out -of-court settlement diligently
and forget about media hype on
it.

From HassanA Karofi, Kano

THE Trovan drug test Victims'
Organisation (TVO) has dis­
missed allegations that victims
were not happy with the role the
Kano emirate played in the case
against Pfizer.

Chairman of the organiza­
tion, Alhaji Mustapha Maisikeli
who led members of the organi­
zation on a courtesy call on the
emir of Kano, Dr Ado Bayero
yesterday said the victims were
satisfied with the committee set
. up by the state government in
which the emirate council is rep­
resented.

According to Maisikeli, there
was never a time when people that
were not victims of the Trovan
drug were enlisted by the TVO

Pfizer: Victims deny accusing Kana emirate

•

KANKIYAN Katsina and Dis­
trict head of Kankiya Local Gov-

• ernment Area of Katsina State,
Alhaji Abdu Kaita died yesterday
at the age of 80. He died at his
home town, Kankiya after a pro­
tracted illness. He is survived by
his wife, Hajiya Aisha Abdu Kaita

From Lawallbrahim,Katsina

THE Deputy Chief of Mission at
the U.S. Embassy in Nigeria, Ms
Lisa Piascik, yesterday said more
than 100,000 persons died in
Nigeria yearly from Tuberculosis
(TB) complications. She also said
no fewer than 150,000 fresh cases
of the disease were recorded in the
country annually.

Piascik made the announce­
ment at the inauguration of a
Tuberculosis Culture and Drug
Sensitivity Laboratory, at the Dr
Lawrence .Henshaw Memorial
'Hospital, Calabar, Cross River.
The laboratory, the first in the
country, was built through a part­
nership between the U.S.Govern­
ment, the Family Health Interna­
tional (FHI) and the Cross River
Government. Piascik also said

100,000 Nigerians die annually from 18
complications --- u.s. Official

OYO State Police Commissioner Mr. Baba Bolanta (right) examines the cap of one of the vigilantes no
suspected armed robber with his colleague paraded by the State Police Command in tbadan yesterday.
- . Pic:NAN. .

the programme was also aimed
at reducing the prevalence and
death rates in the country by
half by 2015. The goals, she
said, could be achieved if cur­
rent efforts were sustained,
intensified and new approaches
adopted. She promised that the
U.S. Government would con­
tinue to strengthen TB labora­
tory services in Nigeria to ensure
accurate diagnosis. The chief of
mission said that through techni­
cal support by the U.S. Govern­
ment, NTBLCP, six zonal and
two national reference TB labo­
ratories in the country had been
established. She advised patients
to always ensure that treatment
was completed, to ensure the
total elimination of the disease.

EMIR of Kano Dr. Ado Bayero

Nigeria had the largest TB bur­
den in Africa, with a backlog of
estimated 684,000 cases, making
it the fifth among the 22 high-bur­
den countries with the scourge in
the world.

She noted that the TB phe­
nomenon in the country would
have been worse, if government
had not adopted the global plan
on the treatment of the disease.
Piascik said the National Tuber­
culosis and Leprosy Control Pro­
grammes (NTBLCP) recorded
high achievements in the' fight
against TB since its inception in
1993.

"The target is to achieve
70 per cent case detection and
85 per cent treatment success
rates;' she added. Piascik said
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THE Kaduna State government
yesterday said Cerebrospinal
Meningitis (CSM) has killed 80
people in the state in the past
three months. The state also dis­
closed that it recorded 1,728 cases
of CSM during the period.

The state's commissioner for
Health, Mr Peter Everton -Yari,
disclosed this to newsmen in
Kaduna while answering ques­
tions on the control of the disease
in the state.

"All the 23 local government
areas, except Iaba, had reported an
outbreak of the epidemic. Reports
were received from 130wards out of
the 255wards inthe state': he said.

He however said Iemaa coun- I

THE Court of' Appeal sitting in
Kaduna yesterday affirmed the
verdict of the Federal High Court
which dismissed the suit filed by
Alhaji Jibril Bala Gunna challeng­
ing his substitution with Governor
Mu'azu Babangida Aliyu as the
Peoples Democratic (PDP) can­
didate in Niger State in the 2007
gubernatorial election.

Guna had in a suit at the lower
court in Kaduna challenged the
manner of his substitution, claim­
ing his replacement was not in
accordance with the party's guide­
line but the case was dismissed by
the court on the grounds that it
was an election matter and it
had no jurisdiction to entertain
it. Counsel to Gunna, Tajudeen
Olajode while arguing in the court
said at the time his client was sub­
stituted, the appellant was still a

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

Appeal (ou t upholds Hig
(ourt ring on Niger Governor

and six children among whom is
Mukhtar Abdu Kaita of the Nige­
rian embassy in Russia. Emir of
Katsina, Alhaji Abdulmumini
Kabir Usman was among the dig­
nitaries that attended the funeral
prayer in Kankia town. He was
buried in Kankiya after a funeral
prayer led by the Chief Imam of
Kankia, Alhaji Lawal Bara'u,

Kankia District Head dies at 80

.........................................

MINISTER for Health Babatunde Osotimehin

cil recorded only two cases of the
disease. He described CSM as
"very: infectious': adding: "This
year, we have so many cases but
recorded less deaths compared
to last year's alarming figure':
The commissioner commended
the medical and health experts,
drawn from the state ministry
of health, WHO, UNICEF and
CSOs, for their effort at control­
ling the spread, treatment and
management of the disease.

Everton -Yari attributed the
success of the control measures
to the contributions of traditional
rulers, religious leaders, NGOs
and the media, to the crusade on
CSM.(NAN)

Meningitis kills 80 in
Kaduna in three months

civil servant. He urged the court
to declare his client governor of
Niger State.

The counsel to the first respond­
ent, Ayodele Olajide, INEC repre­
sentative, Dr Samson Ameh and
that ofthe PDP,Mr.Rotimi Ojo said
the matter was status barred as the
issue was raised eight months after
the substitution.

Upholding the verdict of the
Federal High Court, the appellate
court said: "Oyo had the action
been embarked upon earlier at
the Federal High ~ourt, the court
would not have lacked the juris­
diction to try it, but the action
was commenced eight months
after the act was committed':
Meanwhile, Governor Babangida
Aliyu has described the judgment
as victory from Allah and called
on the appellant and all his politi­
cal opponents to join hands with
him to move the state forward.
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Health Minister Osotimehin

THE European Commission
(EC) is on the verge of introduc­
ing a new meningitis vaccine
with validity period of ten years,
Charge-d-Affairs of Commission
in Abuja, Dr Alian Ioaris has said.

Speaking in Abuja yesterday,
Dr. Joaris said the commission
has spent 2.8million Euros (N480
million) on humanitarian fund­
ing in Nigeria and is set to replace
the old vaccine which has validity .
period of three years.

She said the vaccination is cur­
rently under way in nine states
including Jigawa, Katsina, Bauchi,
Sokoto, Zamfara, Niger, Kebbi,
Gombe and Kaduna and people
between the ages of 2 to 30 years
old would be vaccinated.

ByAisha Umar

•vaccine

produce
meningitis

EUto

AVM Mohammad Audu-Bida,
who gave the figure yesterday in
Ogoja and Yala Local Govern­
ment Councils inCross River, said
1200 houses have been destroyed
by the wind and thunderstorm.

Audu-Bida also described the
incident as the first and worst nat­
ural disaster this year.

AFTER assessing weekend's
windstorm in Cross. River state,
the National Emergency Manage­
ment Agency (NE1:IA) has said
the disaster rendered over 15,000
people homeless in the state.

Director General of the agency

ByAbdulkadir BadshaMukhtar

1200 houses destroyed

process involved in acquiring
land.

Belgore charged delegates
at the summit to come out with
useful suggestions in the efforts
geared towards the reformation
of the Land Use Act.

In his remark, the President
of the association, Prof. Charles
Udenze Ilegbune (SAN) said criti­
cisms of the Land Use Act over the
years have thrown up all sorts of
imperfections and constraining
elements in its provisions which,
he said has fuelled calls for out­
right abrogation or a comprehen­
sive review of the Act.

FORMER ChiefJustice of Nigeria
(CJN), Justice Salihu Modibbo
Alfa Belgore yesterday said the
country's Land Use Act needs to
be reformed in order to ward off
administrative bottlenecks asso­
ciated with land acquisition, say­
ing there will be rapid economic
development if land is made
accessible in the country.

Addressing the summit of
Real Estate Lawyers Association
of Nigeria CRELAN)on Land Use
Act, Belgore said a lot of people
get discouraged from land devel­
opment because of the tedious

BySunday Ejike Benjamin

8elgore makes case for
land reform

fully employed runs a very high
risk of taking to crime. If caught
and convicted, he will end up in
prison. .

If while serving his term, he
does not get exposed to a pro­
·gramme like the "Onesimus
Project'; there are very high
chances that he will get into more
vicious crimes and subsequently
return to prison".

He said, "Any crime curtail­
ment and containment strategy
that does not include ex-pris­
oners re-integration component
will sure not meet desired expec­
tation:'

The Director General of the
Small and Medium Enterprises
Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN),
Muhammad Nadada Umar in
his remarks said, ''A young and
healthy person who is not gain-

nities that exist in Liberia as the
country continue to consolidate
on peace secured by its troops in
the West African nation.

THE Liberian Legislature has
pledged to pass a resolution in
support of Nigeria's bid for a per­
manent seat in the United Nations
Security Council during the pro­
posed expansion of the council's
membership.

Moving amotion on the recent
visit of delegation of the National
Assembly to Liberia, Chairman
Senate Committee on Defence
(Army), Senator Ibrahim Ida
(PDP, Katsina Central) said the
Liberian legislature made the
promise in expression of its appre­
ciation of Nigeria's sacrifices to
restoring peace in that country.

The National Assembly del­
egation led by Senate President
David Mark was in Liberia to
visit the country's troops on peace
mission in Liberia as well as take
inventory of their welfare and
needs in the field.

After considering the motion,
Senate resolved to encourage
Nigerian entrepreneurs to avail
themselves investment opportu-

ByAbdul-RahmanAbubakar&Turaki
A. Hassan

support for Nigeria's bid
UN seat: Liberia pledges

recovery pre-release empower­
ment programme'; otherwise
known as "the Onesimus Project;'
at the office of the Comptroller­
General of Prisons, the Execu­
tive Director of the Fellowship of
Nigeria, a faith based NGO, Mr.
Benson lwuagwu said, the reha­
bilitation and re-integration of
ex-prisoners should be a social
responsibility of the government
to the citizenry.

THE federal government has
been urged to expunge from the
country's laws the portion that
disqualifies ex-convicts from con­
testing elections as itwas counter­
productive.

Speaking yesterday in Abuja
at the signing of Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) for
the implementation of "The life

ByYunus Abdulhamid

Stop discriminating against ex-convicts, FGtold

lence kill five or ten people or
even more through mayhem and
then we start reacting why can't
we prevent this from happening
since we already know that this is
the plan that these people have?"

"People have been calling me
not to come to Ekiti but there is no
way I can say I belong to a party,
and then on election day; I will
stay away because somebody says
he wants to kill me.

The best is to ensure adequate
security that is why personally I
support the use of the military;'
Arise said. AC on its side has
condemned any move to deploy
military personnel to Ekiti State
for the purpose of the re-run elec­
tion describing as an attempt to
use them to intimidate the people
and eventually rig the election in
favour of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP).

THE presence of soldiers for this
weekend's re-run governorship
election in Ekiti State is necessary
for peaceful conduct of the exer­
cise, Senator Ayodele Arise (PDP,
Ekiti North) has declared.

Speaking to newsmen yester­
day in Ahuja, Senator Arise said
military presence is necessary
as he alleged that the opposition
Action Congress CAC)has con­
cluded plans to cause mayhem in
anticipation of defeat at the polL

According to him, "The mili­
tary has been involved in terms
of securing lives, property and
ensuring that those who want to
foment trouble are put in check.
There is no sense for us to be ask­
ing after the attack has happened.

If these people through vio-

ByAbdul-Rahman Abubakar &
Turaki A. Hassan .

FG-to deploy soldiers
Ekiti re-run: Senator wants
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GUINEAN ambassador to Nigeria Dr Cheick Abdou! Camara has
called on Nigeria to assist his country with funds to enable it conduct
parliamentary and presidential elections before the end of the year.

Briefing newsmen in Abuja yesterday the ambassador said the
major problem facing Guinea's election is not political but lack of suf­
ficient funds to be utilised in sustaining electoral process and for pay­
ment of electoral officials.

He said European countries like France and Germany have offered
assistance to Guinea adding that "This is African affair and African
countries should be at the forefront of providing the fund to signify
dignity of the continent:'

ByAisha Umar

Guinea seeks fund to
hold elections

He said the Nl billion alleg­
edly expended by the Joint Com­
mittee on Constitution Review
(JCCR) was just a waste of the
nations scarce resources express­
ing dismay that the parliament
was not given Nigerians elector­
ate value for their votes.

Senate President David Mark

ByTashikalmahHallah&NasidiA
Yahaya
A member of the Board of Trus­
tees (BOT) of the Peoples Demo­
cratic Party (PDP) Prince Ben­
jamin Apugo has said the National
Assembly is incapable of review­
ing the 1999 Constitution.

"I know that the present
National Assembly can never
amend the constitution. They are
just deceiving Nigerians, There
are processes to amend the con­
stitution but from the way the
National Assembly is going about
it, there is little hope that they
can achieve anything. I am advis­
ing the National Assembly not
to deceive Nigerians again': he
stated.

Apugo who spoke to newsmen
in Abuja accused the lawmakers
of deceiving Nigerians knowing
very well that they cannot alter
the constitution given the present
lack of cooperation between the
two chambers of the parliament.

IN/Assembly can't re­
view constitution'

Minister of Education Dr Sam
Egwu lamented the poor show­
ing of Nigerian universities in the
global ranking for standards.

He revealed that in the aggre­
gate web ranking of world uni­
versities, no Nigerian University
ranks among the top 50 in Africa
and no Nigerian laboratory ranks
among the top 1000 in the world.

ByAbdullahiGuliomaandRubyRabiu

DISTURBED by the low rank­
ing of Nigerian universities, the
National University Commission
(NUC) has organized workshop
for heads of parastatals to brain­
storm on possible ways to reverse
the situation

Declaring the workshop open,

~NUCconvenes forum on
low varsities ranking

cially in Agriculture and solid
minerals:'

He said if the initiatives are
progressively sustained, Nigeria
was on a sure path to being among
the 20 most developed nations in
2020,

Niger Delta Minister Ufot
Ekaette

THE federal government has
been advised to involve the ordi­
nary people of the Niger Delta
in its peace process rather than
concentrating on the militants
alone.

A statement Signed by the
Chief Press Secretary of the
National Orientation Agency
(NOA), Mr Fidel Agu said the
advice was given by President of
the Niger Delta Professionals for
Development, Mr Joel Bisina, at
a one-day Experts Roundtable to
review achievements so far made
by President Umaru Yar'adua,

Speaking ~at the event, the
Director General of NOA,Alhaji
Idi Faruk commended President
Yar'adua for what he described as
"strategic educational develop­
ment plan and efforts to improve
the state of our roads as well as
diversifying production espe-

ByYunus Abdulhamid

NIDelta crisis: Expert
calls for all inclusive
approach

Minister of Youth Development Senator Afolabi Olasunkanmi (right) with Minister 0

Power Lanre Babalola during the Federal Executive Council meeting at State House, Abuja,
esterday. , PIC. NAN

in the Halliburton Scandal, the admin­
istration's reputation, claims to the rule
oflaw and avowed commitment to the
anti-corruption war are at stake.

"In other words, this Government
itself is on public trial whatever way it
handles the Halliburton scandal and
its outcome may be the basis to judge
this administration's competence and
commitment:'

He said the high profile nature of
the scandal has made it impossible
for government to cover it up saying,
"Even if there are attempts to cover
up, we believe that given the interna­
tional dimension the case has assumed
including the involvement of the
American, Swiss and French authori­
ties, any attempt to clothe the culprits
in the borrowed robes of decency will
.back fire:'

Labour also called on government
to ensure that all those involved in
the Siemens lOmillion Euros bribery
scandal are also brought to book.

THE Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC) has warned the Federal Gov­
ernment not to allow controversy
surrounding the Halliburton brib­
ery scandal shroud investigation
into the matter.

NLC President Comrade Abdul­
wahed Omar in a press statement
yesterday said "It is understandable
that given the long history of bro­
ken promises, many have become
sceptical of government; however
this should not be allowed to divert
attention from the monumental
bribe scandal which the Presidency
itself claims is a putrid affair:'

According to him, "If the presi­
dency believes that it needs to inves­
tigate the matter before prosecution
hence its decision to set up the inter­
agency committee, this should not
lead to controversy. We believe that
the Yar'adua Presidency knows that

By FrancisOkeke

on diversion
NLCwarnsHalliburton:
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of the Kaduna chapter of Rotary
Club International.

When our reporter went to
the house, it was empty except
for a teenage girl who answered
his enquiries from behind locked
gates. According to the girl who
did not disclose her name, the
house belongs to'Pastor Dominic
Sebastin and that there is no one
named Moses Kadiri there.

She said policemen had come'
a few days ago looking for one
Julie, apparently referring to the
kidnapped Canadian, adding
that no one with such a name
lives in the house. When asked if
a white lady had visited the house
recently, the girl said no. Efforts
to speak to the commissioner of
police on this development failed
as he neither picked his GSM
phone when Daily Trust called
his line, nor did he reply the text
message sent to him.

In his press briefing on Sun­
day, the police commissioner,
Alhaji Tambari Yabo Muham­
mad said that Moses Kadeer had
reported the incident to Barnawa
police station at about 2240 hours
(1O.40pm). Mr Kadeerclaimed to
be living at number 29, Unity Link
road, Narayi high cost.

THE Arewa Consultative Forum
(ACF) has condemned the abduc­
tion, noting that such practice
which was unheard of in the North
was creeping into the region. In a
statement which was signed by
Mr. Anthony Sani, its National
Publicity Secretary, ACF noted
that the incident underscored the
fact that constituent parts of this
country could not afford to be
indifferent towards happenings
in other parts of the country.

"Northern leaders and their
people must therefore roll up their
sleeves and fight this evil of kid­
napping, ritual killings and breed­
ing of infants for sale before they
become common in the region' , ,
the ACF said. The forum also
appealed to the kidnappers to, in
the interest of humanity, release
the Canadian.

Meanwhile, Moses Kadeer,
the man who was with Mrs Julie
Ann Mulligan when the Cana­
dian was kidnapped, does- not
live on number 29 Unity Link
road, Narayi high cost, Kaduna
as he told the police, Daily Trust
has learnt. Mr Kadeer is amember

From Ibraheem Musa and
Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

kidnap
ACFcondemnsKaduna
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For more information please contoct:
Bona - 08060787524
Stanley - 08062469282

All you need for profitable ~[Clfarming

IIHigher rice yield
• less drudgery
II More profit

RBOX' results in

•
B ®.. £.- OX ...harvest more__~ profits than ever

tina shared a lot of things
including history, topog­
raphy, climate and unity
of purpose. In his remark,
theChairmanoftheArgen­
tine - Nigeria Chamber of
Commerce, Dr Alberto
Morante. said the delega­
tion was in, Sokoto .for a
2-week tour. Dr.Morante

. observed that with the
abundant sun, land and
water Nigeria should be
ableto produce everything.

SOKOTOState Gover­
nor Aliyu Wamakko

PLANS are on by the
Sokoto State government
and the Argentine-Nigeria
Chamber of Commerce to
jointly setup aPharmaceu­
tical Company in the state.
This comes as the state
empowers 13 large scale
farmers to set up modern
livestock farms. Governor
AlhajiAliyuWamakkodis­
closed this in Sokotowhen
he receiveda 12-mandele­
gationofArgentineexperts
on cattle production and
water engineering led by
the Nigerian Ambassador
to Argentina, Mr. Empire
Kanu.

The governor said the
ratio for the establishment
of the pharmaceutical
firm was beingworked out
while the memorandum of
understanding would soon
be packaged and signed.
On the farmers, Alhaji
Wamakkosaid theywould
be givensoft loans and the
required technical advice
on livestockproduction to

nFramRakiyaAMuhammad,.
Sakata

setup themodern livestock
farms. He said the benefi­
ciarieswouldbeempowered
to becomemajorproducers
of livestock in order to be
selfreliant.

The governor assured
thatallcategoriesoffarmers
in the statewould continue
to receive support from
government. He restated
his administration's dete -
mination to explore more
areas of cooperation with
the Argentines to further
boost the socio economic
developmentof the state.

His words "Argen­
tina stands as a symbol of
hard work, determination
and innovations. We will
exploremoreareasofcoop­
eration which include:cat­
tle/livestock production,
embryo 'transplant and
artificial insemination and
milk production, among
others': Speaking earlier,
the Nigerian Ambassador
to Argentina, Mr. Empire
Kanu stressed the need for
Nigeria to givemore atten­
tion to the development
of agriculture. He noted
that Nigeria and Argen-

Sokoto to get
pharmaceutical coy
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1. No ConSUltant should express interest in more than one lot.
2. This advertisement is not an invitation to tender. Financial tendering will

apply only to Consultants who are pre.qualified.
(Signed)

D. c. IKEJIAKU
For: Secretaty· General/Registrar

E..

Pre.qualificati.on documents in both Soft and Hard copies should be submitted
in a sealed envelop and marked at the top right comer: "Expression of Interest
As Consultants" and addressed to:

The Secretary GeneralfRegistrar,
Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria, Plot 713, Cadastral Zone,
Behind Julius Berger Ufe.camp, Via Stella Maris ColiegelHigh Court, Gwarimpa,Abuja;
To reach her not later than two (2)weeks from the date of this publication.

D. SUBMISSION OF PRE·QUALlFICATION DETAILS:

•

INTENDING CONSULTANCY FIRMS MUST SUBMIT THE UNDERLISTED
VERIFIABLE DOCUMENTATlON:-
• Certificate of Incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission
• Professional Ucence to practice as issued by the relevant professional body.
• Profile of firms including ownership structure and management profile
• Names and profiles of Team leaders and professional staff including
certificates of competence and individual experiences in handling similar
assignments •

• Evidence of Technical Competence covering the range of services contained
in the scope of work

• Current tax clearance certificate for the immediate past three years
• Audited Accounts for the past three years
• Evidence of registration with Federal Ministry of Works and Housing in the
relevant category /

• Evidence of VATRegistration and payments
• Evidence of similar projects executed over the last three years with copies
of letters of award and job completion certificates

• Evidence of financial capability from banker
• List and evidence of on-going projects
• Evi~ence of registration with the Council as a Consultant
• Consultants are to fulfy document their principal/main Interest In architecture;
Structural engineering; mechanlcall electrical Engineering and quantity surveying.

PRE·QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:c.

DESIGN OF MAIN OFFICE BUILDING(S) TO ACCOMMODATE:-
a) Corporate Headquarters e) Main Stores
b) Eight (8) Departments f) Clinic
c) Library g) 2 Kitchenette
d) Two (2) Board-rooms h) Anclilary infrastructure I equipment

i)Staff Canteen - Separate Bungalow

SCOPE OF WORK:B.

The Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria; a parastatal of the. Federal Ministry
of Health, as part of its on-going development projects at the Council's permanent
site in Abuja, is under1aking the construction of its Main Office Blocks at her
Gwarimpa (Cadastral Zone). and therefore, is interested in engaging the services
of the following consultants:-

Lot I:Architects
Lot II: Structural Engineers
lot III: Mechanical and Electrical Services Engineers
Lot N: Quantity Surveyors

A. INTRODUCTION:

(Established by Nursing & Midwifery Registration etc.
Ad. Cap. No. 143 Laws of the federation of Nigeria, 2004)

INVitATION TO EXPRESS INTERESTAS CON~V.LTANTSFOR
OEII9H. WOJla AT THE NU_RIIHQ ANI.' MIOWI.fIRI
COUNCIL OF NIGERIA'S OFFIC_J_____A·t....J~WARJMI!A~
BEHIND JULIUS BERGER L_•.fI_~~BUIt\

Development Bank would team up
with the World Bank to assist Nigeria
address the water supply problem.

"Each year our Agency commits
$500 million to water supply and sani­
tation in Africa and for the first time we
have decided to include Nigeria in the
intervention this year. This is why we
opened our office in Abuja in June last
year. We have assisted some countries
in Africa to overcome their water sup­
ply problem. We are very committed to
providing potable water in Africa ;' he
said.

NIGERIA is to benefit from the French
Development Agency's annual $500 million
water and sanitation intervention fund for
Africa this year, the Tax Team Leader, water
and sanitation division of the Agency, Mr.
Martin Parent has said.

Speaking in an interview with newsmen
in Kaduna during the supervision of the
National Urban Water Sector reform project,
a world bank assisted project, he said the
agency which is also known as the French

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

Nigeria to benefit from
$SOOmFrench water
fund

car theft has been identified as amajor crime
inthe state", Iinadu (DSP) said.

It would be recalled that while taking
over, CP Mohammed said officers and men
of the command both in urban and rural
areas would work in accordance with laid
down procedure to boost its image as well
as create cordial relationship with members
of the public. (NAN)

A directive from the new commissioner of
police in Benue State, Ibrahim Mohammed
has intensified stop-and-check operations in
Makurdi, the state capital and its environs.

A special anti-crime squad of the com­
mand called Commissioner of Police's Moni­
toring Unit which is headed by Superintend­
ent Emmanuel Deebom is in charge of the
operation. The squad which is code named
"Red Bandana" has carried out several arrests
in the past one month.

Yesterday. the squad led by Superintend­
ent Deebom embarked on the operation and
arrested several vehicles. Police Public Rela­
tions Officer for the command, Mr. Samuel
[inadu (DSP) confirmed the arrests and told
Daily Trust that the effort was to fight car theft
in the state as well as restore the confidence
of motorists. "The CP is not resting on his
pledge to fight crime in the state to the barest
minimum. One of such measures he has ini­
tiated is to strengthen and intensify stop and
check in Makurdi and around the state since

/

From Hir Joseph, Makurdi

Police intensify checks
in Makurdi, environs

was in view of this that the national secre­
tariat through a letter signed by F.e. Ifoh on
behalf of the acting National Secretary of the
Union suspended the six officials pending
further investigations into the matter.

The affected officials are: Jacob Biriye,
State Chairman; Joseph Shimaor, Secre­
tary; Asicus Kukong, vice Chairman; Abra­
ham Black, Auditor, Esther Sule, second
vice chairman and R.A:Shamaki, Financial
Officer. Acting Chief Secretary of the Union,
Luka Dabang was appointed and mandated
to convene a special SECmeeting in Ialingo
at the weekend during which a caretaker
committee was put in place pending the
outcome of the investigations.

Members of the caretaker committee are:
Aminu Zakariya, Chairman; AbduIhameed
Walako, first vice chairman; Mrs. Nana
.Alexander, second vice chairman; Jerry D.
Abu, Treasurer, Eric Kunini, Auditor and
Ibrahim Madondo, Assistant Secretary.

THE National Administrative Council of the
Nigeria Civil Service Union has suspended
six executive members of the Union in Taraba
State for allegedly misappropriating over
N1.4billion meant for disbursement as loans
to its members in the state.

The amount was said to have been obtained
as loan from First Bank PIc. Ialingo branch
for disbursement to civil servants in the state
without the consent of the national secretariat
of the Union as required by its constitution.
Daily Trust learnt that the deal was exposed
when aggrieved members of the union peti­
tioned the national secretariat over the proc­
ess of obtaining the loan and method of dis­
bursement to beneficiaries. Consequently,
the national secretariat queried the affected
executive members and asked them to sup­
ply details of the loan and its beneficiaries. a
request which they failed to comply with. It

From: Fidelis Mac-Leva, Jalingo
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Civil service
council suspends six
over loan scandal
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• homezone (for 200/0 cheaper calls at any location you choose)
-- missed call notification (always know who called whet' your phone was off or busy!)
,10 recharge others (direct airtime transfer)
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The su", Group is not committed to Pest indu$Y standards, best practices,
wofke . lfare as weihs upholdlng toe laws guiding'Vte operation of floating
.cement rminals as they claimed; rather they .arebiding under a fa1semoral duty
to .craswdowfl cement prices to hOodwink rqjgetians as they are leveraging the

. governmenrs deciSion to allow Geplel1¥lmPRrtation tocmake quitk prbflt while
clothing .their.actiObsas~ sotCltionto the 1009term problem of a sllortfall in Jqcal

. cement Qrodu t isvery'clear'4:batthe SUAGroup has no IOng"terJtlinterest ~
in the sU'stail1a the cEi'mentandmqritime industries in Nigeria bOtsimply

, wants tftmaximlze their returns rrom UIe expired licence for the ImportatiOR of
cement

/
At the same time/as the BUA'Gr6ttp iicurrotlsly decewing the Nigerian public,
there appears to be awonying leyel of col{tjsion-J'romthe government in this
fraooule'rrt:campaign. They need fo bej)arred from piddling impossible claims
and mafdng mOCKery pf a national travail. The Fed~rat Government should
sanction the SUA Group for deception and misleading Nigerians;8s evident in
their admission ot culpability. in If'Ieir Press Statement and also' call their co-
traducerS toorder immediately. .

•

Perhapswe need a more rigorous pissection of the key issueswhich would be of
a more enduring benefit to the unfolding controversy that the sky.-rocketing
cement price has triggered. This could also disclose why cement prices remain
high despite rise in imports. An across-the-board infrastructure re-invention in
the country to support the local production of cement is obviously a much longer­
term panacea to the current self-serving mantras by traders cloaked as
manufaGturersandworse still policyma~ers.

: iSINo N.mw Of Company , Proposed I Quantity
i Location I ("H)I

1 Minaj Holdings Ltd Enugu 500,000

2 Made Well Products Ltd Sapele 5001000

3 Bua International Ltd Kana 500,000
. -

4 NICALtd Maiduguri 500,000

,:. 5 Reagan Renaissance Ltd Calabar 500,000

6 Mann Lababidi Lagos 500,000
ss

Total 3,000,000
"'"

- iii:-

'NEW ENTRANTS

~.

Without any. doubtr cement Is a strategiC""bul1dW9product in· a d~vetOplng
country slJchlls Nigeria. As stich, itlthe face offail~ local PQliciesandmeasures

- to address the-subSisting pricing ni~htmare,extreme infrastructur:al deficitwhrch
feeds an eVe!) more extreme, prOduction environment, BUA Groop's optimism
deserves some commen~ation. But we would want to say that13UA:tfoes not
have a good'appre.ciation of the econometrics of cement mamitacturing in an
environment likeours.

,WhY-iS it-that'itls oaly the BUA Group tllat is jn breach of Mr. President's
ilpprovaf for the impprtation oE3,ODP,OOOMT(Three'miIlionmetric tons) of
bagged cement out"Pf the 6 New Entr.lnts~lCompanies that applied to
produce cement locally)' by usil1g; a tioating cement terminat which
employed foreign ct~w and 2~,:srf LankQo natlonalsthereby undefmining
the noble inteotiori'of the Fecferal,GovernmeJ;\tin redU(ing the prices of
cement

Theapproved benefLc~aliesandlhe quantities-are detaifecfhereundet:

1.. Since the. BUA Group accepts that some of the issues we raised are
valid~ they ou~t to have told Nigerians through that puhticatiOn the

. ,Ofle$ they- are in compliant with out of the 13 contraventions we haye
enumerated. i'hereici's need to explain the' moral and legal rationaje
for asking for the Jlregal vessel to remain r water to operate until

. the end of the year. Are bur laws to be arnended.for the BOA Group to
, continue these-qJlpable acts that have dire implication for the maritime
. Industry in Nigeria? The FederalGovernment shoulastop this malfeasance
Jorthwith.bY sanctioning tFie SUAGroup jmmediately~
S::'",,_ ~ •. ~-..... •

Inas much-as we commend their belated affirmation of the vaUdity of some of
the 13 contraventions which we have brol.'fghtto pul:lIicdiscourse, we are rurth'er .
constrained to pose the following questions: .

":'_: ' ;,- - fiif" ~ ~

We have noted the SUAGroup pressStatement in ThisDay,Volume 14, No. 5107,
Page vii in ThisDay Newspaperof Thursday, April 16, 2009 in responsezo our
various advertorials tn the Daily Trust of April 14, 2009, the Guardian of AprU15,
2009 and the ThisDayof April 16, 2009 on the contraventions of out extant laws
by the BOAGroup through the illegal operation of a Floating Cement i.erminal
~FC"r)at the BUAPorts and Terminal leased from the Nigerian FyrtsAutherity on
a commonuserbasis overlhe past sixmonths.

, ._

3. Whyhas tile FederalMinistriesQf fransport and Interior not sanctioned the
BUAGroup for non complianc~to the requirements for the stlstainability of
the approval? Instead the BUA Group is haVing series of meetings with
various public agencies and other stakeholders with' a vIew to resolve areas
.of disagreement in utter defiance Qf the provision> of the la~ of our great
natioj'\. The approval being a temporary measure cannot cover th6'use of a
,floating cement terminal which is rather a long term InveStment in the ee
'maritime industrY. --,. " . ~,.. ~ "

Why has :the 'froating cement' terminal not brought down the' priCe-of ,the
cement inthe Port Harcoort jU<iswhich still fluctuates between Nl,380.00
'and Nl,4DO.OQ despite "claims by the BUA 'Group that cement' can be
produced for as low as N400.00? The use ofcthefloating cementtermlnal >

. theFt~own as MV Seabulk Hope at the Bonny Allied Industries Umited
cement operation was carried out by the Samcem Group in a privately
owned terminql in Onne wnenrhe cabotage Act was not,Jnforce in Nigeria.
Why did,the BUAGroup choose to acquire the over age vessel in­
con~raventionof the CabotageAct and operate theiUegai vessel in breach of

"the tease Agreement for the BUA Ports and Terminal limited with the
-Federal G~vernmentunderthe NPAPortsRefOrms Ptpgramme1"-, -~ - ~. . - ." .''''' ,

CALL TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO SANCTION
THE SUA GROUP FOR 13 CONTRAVENTIONS OF OUR EXTANT LAWS

> COALITION GK BEST PORT INDUSTRY PRACTICES IN NIGERIA
Right Wfng first Floor Triana Building 18/20 Commerciat Road,Apapa, lagos 234 703 000 3440
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fell for the ploy that the country was
"under borrowed" thereby embarking
on taking loans from whosoever was
ready to give them, which resulted in
to the present poor state of the econ­
omy. The federal government and the
states had a field day availing them­
selves with all manner of loans while
taking no care to read the fine prints of
the repayment stipulations. What was
done with the borrowed money no
one can account, since the infrastruc­
ture for whose improvement the loans
were purportedly taken still remainedI their deplorable state. Meanwh~
'the fun s ave been loote and prob-
ably repatriated back leaving us with
the burden of paying for loans that
essentially cannot be ascertained to
have been put to any use.

It boggles the mind therefore that we
can still be talking of resorting to for­

eign loans in this country when indeed
what we should be talking about is the
judicious management of oil windfall.
Not too long ago, the price of oil at the
international market reached $150 per
barrel and at a budgeted price of $36
per barrel Nigeria was awash with pet­
rol naira, where has it all gone? Looted
as the loans now being contemplated
will be looted knowing full well that
when the debts are called in those who
took them will no longer be in office.
So rather than go "borrowing" and
later leave the country "sorrowing "
,government should take the necessary
cost saving measures, exercise budget­
ary prudence or seek out ways to gen­
erate resources internally. No govern­
ment's mandate includes plunging the
country into debts when it could cause
ill-gotten wealth to be repatriated to
finance whatever projects it seeks to
implement.

to pay salaries, maintain law and order,
provide water, health care, education
etc. In other words the debtor coun­
tries ultimately collapse under the debt
burden. The debilitating debt burden
grimly leads also to the collapse of the
real economy as production in agricul­
ture and manufacturing grind to a halt
and little or no investments are made. '

Indebtedness and weakened econ­
omy also create a weakened currency.
Consider this: in 1985 IN =$l.4. But
due to debts incurred from the late
70s and the 80s, by 2000 NIOO = $l.00.
The figure is now hovering around
N144=$1, the implication for imports
for important industrial items for main­
tenance ofplant and machinery needed
to keep production going is obvious. It
fuels inflationary spiral in the economy.

All the fore -going has been dredged
up to underline the fact that not so
long ago Nigeria or more appropri­
ately those running its economy then,

If pronouncements are any guide,
government seems to be ambiva­
lent on foreign loans. At the pres­

entation of the breakdown of the
2009 budget in March, the minister of
fmance Dr Mansur Mukhtar declared
that the country must borrow if it is to
achieve some of its economic targets.
Talking through his director- general
Dr Abraham Nwankwo, he said the
nation's external debt currently stands
at less than $3.7billion. But just last
week this free wheeling endorsement
of foreign loan was seemingly brought
under a leash by the Debt Management
Office (DMO). The DG of the DMO,
the same Dr Abraham Nwankwo noted
that all debts including foreign and
domestic ones owed by the three tiers
of government would not exceed 45
percent of the nation's Gross Domes­
tic Product (GDP). Is this an attempt
at jettisoning the earlier impression
created that the country is about to
embark on taking loans? Well, ifnoth­
ing else at least it put a limit to the.
amount ofloans to be taken.

The aim of this about - face, accord­
ing to Nwankwo who spoke when

the Secretary-General of the Com­
monwealth Mr Kamalesh Sharma was
visiting him, is "to ensure overall debt
sustainability for the country after its
pains and exit from its foreign debt of
about $36 billion. Iconfess I am not an
economist, but even Nobel laureates in
the subject wou1d tell you it is not an
exact science therefore grave decisions
or policies on whether or not a coun­
try should encumber itself with for­
eign loans should not be left to those
who manage the economy alone. Debt
peonage and its debilitating impact on
Third World countries has been well
documented by economists, particu­
larly those from the South who have
warned that it could ~ devel­
opment and industrialization. The
late Professor Bade Onimode, of the
University ofIbadan, Ibadan made a
career in railing against the uncon­
scionable global system that pauper­
ized African countries. A chapter in
his book: Africa in the World of the 21st
century entitled: Transcending thefor­
eign debt crisis should be compulsory
reading for everyone, who does not
want his country ensnared into a debt
trap that could plunge generations yet
unborn into untold penury.

Included in Professor Onimode's
explanation of the adverse effect of
debts is what he called "capital move­
ment" noting that foreign debt serv­
ice brings about annual movement of
capital from developing countries to
the developed ones. He added that
from the mid 1980& to the 1990 net
capital export worth about $50 billion
went to the developed countries, all in
the name of servicing debts. The ulti­
mate result is that the debt crisis that
ensued crippled the finances of most
debtor countries to the point that they
became incapable of performing many
of the basic functions of state making
them dependent on foreign dole- out

Going a borrowing ...
08056104602 (SMS Only)

MurtalcQ:XJOla

abandoned, white elephant projects all
over town. For Goje to have not only
conceived of the project but to have
also seen it through, demonstrates that
he has both initiative and finishtiative
which are very essential ingredients
for successful leadership in a develop­
ing society like Nigeria.

I also visited the Gombe State Uni­
versity which must rank as the most
beautiful university in the country
today overtaking the famous Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile- Ife. From
what I saw speaks ofleadership, ini­
tiative and focus on the part of Goje.

Many of the people you meet on the
streets of Gombe are very effusive in
their praises for Governor Goje. They
see .him as the architect and builder
of modern Gombe state. They say the
capital city which used to have only
one main road traversing it and a few
other tarred streets, has been trans­
formed by Goje to a modern city.

I was unfortunately not oppor­
tune to visit the whole of Gombe to
see the rural towns and villages Goje
is reputed to have opened up but was
privileged to visit the historic town of
Tula where the colonial officials made
their abode.

A one time military governor of
Gombe once advised the people liv­
ing in the hilly idyllic town of Tula to
come down the hill and dwell because'
it was going to be impossible to build
amodern tarred road linking the town
with other towns of the state. The path
that once led there traverses a rocky
and hilly terrain and it looked impos­
sible to provide a tarred road for the
people. It is therefore something of
no mean achievement that Goje has
built a 17-kilometre road from off the
Gombe- Biliri-Yola road.

Easily the mega-star project of
the Goje administration infieDaain
Kowa dam which supplies about 64
million litres of water to the resi­
dents of Gombe city and some other
towns and villages of the state. Before
the coming of Goje water was cer­
tainly a challenge in the state, which
explains why many consider the dam
water supply and irrigation project the
greatest thing the governor has done
for them.

Frugal management of the state's
resources is also one of the things
counted in the favour of Goje. His state
is one of the states that receive the least
from the federation account but itman­
ages to do so much with what it gets.

Goje is to the north east what Baba­
tunde Fashola is to the south west.
However while Fashola literally has
the media at his beck and call to toot
at his achievements, Goje is not simi­
larly blessed. His state is far removed
from the centre of national media,
bureaucratic and economic activities;
it is tucked at the north east corner
of the country where it takes a lot of
efforts for people to know what is going
on there.

that north eastern state deserves some
commendation.

About two weekends ago, I spent
three days in Gombe and use part

of the opportunity to see for myself
to many good things I have heard
Goje has done for the good people of
Gombe State.

The airport we started by talking
about here is one of the star achieve­
ments of Dr. Goje's. I visited the place
and was impressed not only by the very
beautiful; compact and functional air­
port on ground but also by the idea
which gave it birth namely, that as
a state on the fringe of the country
Gombe needs an air link to integrate
it with the rest of the country and to
boost its social and economic life. This
is a demonstration of initiative on the
part of Goje, it also shews what the
eminent writer Adamu Adamu calls
finishtiative on the part of the governor.

Some of our leaders may initiate a
thing or two but lack the finishtiative
to complete some of their projects, .
which explains why we have so many

Last Sunday, the first scheduled
. commercial flight by Arik Air,

one of the nation's leading avia­
tion companies, flew out of Gombe
International Airport to Abuja. Arik
Air is reported to have scheduled four
flights weekly from that airport. The
Sunday flight signaled the beginning
of the full commercial utilization of
the Gombe International Airport, ini­
tiated and completed by the Gombe
State Government under the dynamic
leadership of Dr. Danjuma Moham­
med Goje.

This demonstrates the sense of
commitment and responsibility

to duty as well as quality of leader­
ship Goje is offering to the people of
Gombe. As is often the case with us
a less concerned leader would have
allowed the multi-billion Naira airport
project to become a no more than pres­
tige project that will have no real bear­
ing on the real people of Gombe. But
this airport will surely open Gombe up
for business and pleasure.

I am aware of the fact that in other
lands, the story of the idea to build,
complete and utilize an airport such
as the one in Gombe may not make
much news.

But here in our land where many
governments have come and gone
without thinking seriously about
leaving behind a legacy of projects
that meet the felt needs of the people,
the event oflast Sunday in Gombe and
the many other things Governor Goje
has done in his so far six-year tenure of

Goje's initiative and finishiative
(idangalibieedailytrust.com): 08036938729

Idang Alibi
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Call MTN to order
PROF Dora Akunyili, informa­
tion and communication minis­
ter, should take her re-branding
campaign to MTN and demand
for the immediate release ofMTN
Treasure Hunt result which ended
February 3,2009.
SAFIYA Abubakar, Maitama,
Ahuja, 070667373793

Stop that practice
GOVERNMENT should stop
rewarding people with money
for help they rendered (like
exposing robbers or kidnappers
to police). The act is capable of
eroding patriotism in our beloved
Nigeria.
BILAL L AISamad, Katsina,
08067796055

Treat Turaki in Jigawa
SAMINU Turaki should be flown
back to Dutse General Hospital,
JigawaStatewhich he equipped dur­
ing his eight-year reign as governor.
BABADahe, 08033115819

PDP'sconvention
AT the People's Democratic
Party's special national conven­
tion, members were just discuss­
ing their selfish ambition not the
interest of Nigerians.
AHMED Rufai, Gumel,
08065926829

Remembering mymum
IT is exactly 11 years since I lost
my lovely mother, Hajiya Fati
Babagana Ciroma, May Allah
in His infinite mercy grant her

•

Dr.Mahathir
Mohamad

THE International Criminal Court
has issued a warrant of arrest for
Omar Hassan Ahmad Al-Bashir,
the sitting President of Sudan. The
ICC admits that this is the first war­
rant of arrest ever issued for a sitting
Head of State of the ICC

The alleged crime of President
Al-Bashir is that he is "suspected"
of having ~co-ordinated the design
and implementation of the counter­
insurgency campaign or alterna­
tively it is also found that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that
he was in control of all branches of

the "apparatus" of the State of Sudan and use such control
to secure the implementation of the counter-insurgency
campaign.

It is also alleged that he was responsible for;
*Five counts of crimes against humanity: murder -

article 7(1) (a); extermination - article 7 (1) (b); forcible
transfer - article 7 (1) (f) and rape - article 7 (1) (g); (the
fifth is not stated) "Two counts of war crimes; intentionally
directing attacks against a civilian population as such or
against individual civilians not taking direct part hostili­
ties - article (2) (e) (i); and pillaging - article 8 (2) (e) (v)
(the second crime is not given)

Apparently it was found that the President did not commit
genocide and this charge could not be brought against him.

The world is aware of the hatred of the United States for
President Bashir and clearly the USwould like to see a

regime change. Maybe the fact that Sudan has fairly large
oil reserves has nothing to do with wanting to remove a
recalcitrant Head of State. But maybe it has. Seems that
those who have oil who are not compliant will get into trou­
ble with the United States.

But the grounds for arrest can also be easily applied
to (former President) George W. Bush and (former Prime
Minister) Tony Blair.They are both guilty (proven) ofmore
killings, extermination, forcible transfer and rape by vir­
tue of their having, as Heads of Government, actually co­
ordinated the design and implementation of the illegal wars
against the Afghanistan and Iraq - countries which cannot
be proven to have attacked-the US the.way.the insurgents
attacked the Government of Sudan.

AsHeads of State faced with insurgency the President of
Sudan has a duty to act against the insurgents. He wouldn't
be a responsible Head of State ifhe left the counter-insur­
gency measures to others. Since when has it been consid­
ered wrong to fight against insurgents?

We are not told what weapons were used by Bashir but
Bush and Blair directed the sanctions which killed 500,000
Iraqi children, use of depleted uranium in bombs and
shells, instigated a war between Sunni and Shiah Iraqis,
killed more than 100,000 "civilian not taking direct part
in hostilities;' detaining and torturing prisoners outside
the law and a host of other crimes against humanity which
deserves to get the attention of the ICC; which the ICC
should issue warrants of arrest

If President Bashir is considered culpable, then Bush and
Blairmust be considered even more culpable. But the ICC is
obviously applying double standards, picking on President
Bashir but ignoring the perpetrators of the same crimes by
other Heads of Governments. How can we respect the ICC
if it openly discriminates between different people?

I would warn the Heads of State of other weak countries
that they are likely to suffefthe same fate as the President
of Sudan. It is not necessary that you have done something
wrong. Ifyou are a recalcitrant, trumped up charges can be
made against you and warrants of arrest issued. The world
must condemn the ICC action because it represents a trav­
esty of justice. Ifthis is allowed toww go through, the ICC
will become another apparatus of resurgent imperialism of
the powerful countries. .

We are already living in an unjust world. There will be
more injustice with the setting up of K'C,

Dr.Mohamad isMalaysia'sex-PrimeMinister.

!
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AI-Bashir and ICC's
double standards

Aljanna. We all miss you.
HADlzA (Daughter),
08069051368

On new states creation!
STOP the petro-dollar allocations
and see how many states will be
able to exist independently. The
clamour for more states is the elite's
way of accessing the petrodollars.
OKPUKPAN, Kano,
08023639412

NASS,save our soul
VICTIMS of wonder banks
should be refunded their money.
They are victims ofloosely regu­
lated financial system. CBN and
SEC should take note.
A. ,D. Makun, Niger State,
08037868359

Text us on 08059 100 257

ministries.
The state's civil service

urgently needs reorganisation.
Politics has penetrated in no small
measure into administrative deal­
ings, which explains why a lot of
projects are not executed.

Due to the sycophancy, pub­
lic servants are engaged in witch­
hunting themselves and those
who are not suppose to head or
hold offices are given that oppor­
tunity over those who are above
them, that has a very wide nega­
tive impact in the service of the
state.

This should go down to local
government council. The min­
istry for local government and
chieftaincy affairs should ensure
this re-organization. They should
not politicise the posting of staff
or their promotions.

I look forward to seeing the
implementation of this initia­
tive and call on the people of
Nasarawa State to support the
government for the ben;fit of all.

Buhari A. Suleiman,
NasarawaStateUniversity,Keffi.
suleimanabuyazeedeoyahoo.com

.service

I~~E;~~i~~~~~;l~l~~~~
in order of categories of staff on
ideal grade level to head depart­
ments both in parastatals and

Reorga nisi ng
Nasarawa civil

I have no problem with people
being called to account for their
deeds, because it is one thing we
will all do, if not here on earth,
then in the hereafter.

El-Rufai, like Nuhu Ribadu,
did their best in the circumstance
they found themselves, and we
must appreciate that fact

Waziri should know that she
will not remain in her position
forever. We have former gover­
nors accused of corruption yet
they are walking freely.Waziri will
do well not to politicise the fight
against corruption.

Ibrahim Bala Rigasa,
Kaduna.

When Mrs. Farida Waziri,
a retired AIG of the
Nigeria Police Force,

was named the chairman of the
Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), not a few
people doubted her ability to do
the job diligently and without fear
or favour.

Now after some months in
the office, Waziri has left no one'
in doubt as to her style in fight­
ing corruption, which is greatly
dissimilar to that of Ribadu. But
this is not about comparison. It is
about the ability to bring crimi­
nals and corrupt individuals and
organisations to book

Currently, Mrs. Waziri is in
the news. She is contemplating
the extradition of Malam Nasir
d-Rufa_i,_(orme_r_EC'L.minister, _
from where he is studying in the
United States of America. As a
firm believer in the rule of law,

Re: EFCCseeks
el-Rufai's
extradition
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record time, which is a tall order,
what about the implementation?
In the face of the global financial
meltdown, does Nigeria possess
the required financial muscle to
back up the speedy implementa­
tion of these recommendations?
Moreover, with the spate of criti­
cism that have greeted the draft
white paper released to the public
on March 11 and 24, 2009~many
have started to doubt the integ­
rity of government to engender
a genuine, people-oriented elec­
toral cum political reform. In
fact, Vanguard drew its conclu­
sion when it said, "Government's
attitude to the Uwais report so far
proves that the electoral reform
was a public relations stunt aimed
at reducing the tensions that arose
from the 2007 elections. The Fed­
eral Government does not intend
to reform the electoral process:'

and diverse reactions have greeted
the draft white paper. Many have
criticised the rejection of the two
critical recommendations of the
Uwais panel viz. the involvement
of the NJC in the appointment of
chairman and members ofINEC,
PPRRC and EOe. Secondly, the
disapproval of resolution of elec­
tion dispute before inauguration
of elected political office holders.

W e also call on authorities at the local, state and federal
level to strengthen their intelligence gathering skills
and increase their level of surveillance for prevention

of crisis so as to bolster a sense of security among our people. No
meaningful development takes place in an atmosphere of mutual
distrust and constant needless violence. Perennially using slight
provocations and differences like this to foment conflict only
tarnish the good image and reputation of the nation. We call on
Nigerians of all religious persuasions and opinions to realise that
the constitution guarantees not just the freedom of worship but
also the liberty to life, the acquisition oflegitimate wealth and the
legitimacy to do this from any part of the country they either find
themselves or chose to reside. Nothing therefore should be done
by any person or group to inhibit anyone going abouthis/her busi­
ness peacefully. Those who perpetrate conflict and mayhem do not
belong among us. They should be taken out.

Government also did not
accepttherecornrnen­
dation that election
petitions be concluded

within six months, four months
at the tribunal and two months at
the appellate court, to ensure that
election winners assume office
only when all the petitions against
them have been disposed off.
"Council did not accept this rec­
ommendation because the cur­
rent system in which judgments
sometimes come after six months
presents a better dispensation of
justice to the aggrieved," she said.

9. FEC also decided to forward
the conclusions to the Council of
State for advice followzing which
those decisions that require
administrative action will be
immediately implemented, while
those that require amendment

of the 1999 Constitution and the
Electoral Act 2006 or the enact­
ment of new legislation will be
forwarded to the National Assem­
bly for appropriate action.

It is noteworthy that varied

This crisis does not even qualify as a religiously provoked. It
can be described as mob action sparked by ignorance and
crass opportunism on the part of its perpetrators. Itnegates

the principles of tolerance, love and peace, pillars upon which all
modern religions are founded. With nearly fifty years of existence
as a nation, reasonable and sensible Nigerians have come to real­
ise that being a nation with people who adhere to the two major
religions offers the best opportunity for the display of plurality
and intense spirituality. They have also come to understand that
their strength and power lie in the time- tested virtues of tolerance
of each other's views and way of life rather than in division and
constant hostilities. '

While we commend the authorities for acting fast enough in
making arrests, we calIon them to pursue the matter to its logical
end by ensuring that all perpetrators are brought to book and the
guilty publicly punished to serve as deterrence. It is about time
perpetrators of needless communal violence are made to pay for
their wicked actions through the imposition of appropriate pun­
ishment. Letting them off after a few days of incarceration, as has
been the practice, is a slap on those who have suffered and sus­
tained losses as a result of their dastardly action. We believe that
the lack of the will to do this has emboldened those who fuel these
crises which is not beneficial to the welfare of the people.

It is doubtful if government
Sincerely wants to conclude the
electoral reform exercise in time
to -impact positively on 2011
elections. Realistically speaking,
with the way the Joint Commit­
tee on Constitution Reform has
failed to resolve its controversies
over status and order of protocol,
it is unlikely to have a credible
reform of Nigeria's legal frame­
work before the end of 2009.
Unfortunately, Senator Ayogu
Eze, the Chairman Senate Com­
mittee on Media in a recent press
interview had warned Nigerians
not to be optimistic about the
constitutional reform. Even if
these reforms are concluded in a

ERAReport and
2011 Elections.

7.On the disqualification of
candidates, FEC approved
that candidates fielded for
any election should be

done on the basis of the provisions
of the 1999 Constitution and the
Electoral Act. Council said for
the purpose of transparency and
accountability, political parties
must publicly disclose to INEC
all sources of funding including
donations. Also, only parties that
score a minimum of 5 per cent
of votes cast will be eligible to
receive grants from the public;

8. The Federal Government
rejected the recommendation of
the Justice Muhammadu Uwais
Electoral Reform Committee
regarding the appointment of
the Chairman of the Independ­
ent National Electoral Commis­
sion (INEC). Information and
Communication Minister said in
rejecting the recommendation,
government was mindful of the
doctrine of separation of powers,
which will be violated if the judi­
ciary is asked to step in to perform
executive functions. She also said
since the head ofNJ C is appointed
by the President, it made no sense
for the body to be charged with
the responsibility of nominating ~
INEC's board.

Cont'd from last week Thursday Aside from the presidency, Peo­
ples Democratic Party and INEC
Chairman who have openly com­
mend the government draft white
paper, majority of other Nigeri­
ans who have Written or spoken
on the issue have condemned the
Federal Executive Council for
removing what they termed the
sale of the electoral reform.

a everybody's chagrin, a peaceful Easter-proces­
sian in Gwada town in Niger State turned .olent
last Easter spreading to the state capital, Minna.
At least 20 people were reported killed and prop­
erty worth several millions damaged. In addition,
an unspecified number of churches, mosque
and vehicles were torched. $0 far, 110 people

have been arrested and charged to court for the disturbance. It
is unclear the circumstances in which this tumult occurred as no
two accounts of the events leading to the crises corroborate one
another. What is certain is that, as usual, opportunists and agent
provocateur literally turned a peaceful protest into a fracas with
cataclysmic events running from one area to another. Ironically,
this is happening in Niger State, with a legendary history of ethno­
religious pluralism and tolerance.

This attack came at a time when Nigerians were beginning to
forge ahead after series of internecine skirmishes that tended to
draw the nation back in all spheres of human endeavour. The fre­
quent occurrence of religious and ethnic conflicts erodes mutual
confidence and breeds distrust among otherwise good neigh­
bours. Nigerians have learnt to accommodate and tolerate one
another, left by themselves they know how best to resolve differ­
ences, which is why when there is a blow up instinctively people
see it as the handiwork of enemies of the people pursuing their
own agenda.

{:ivil Society
Vatch

B/ Hajiya Bilkisu (mni)

Religious intolerance
democratic sustainability

No. 201'.O.W.Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon LarWay,
Behind CHIDA Hotel Utako District, Abuja

09-6726241,6715364
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April 8. Assistant Commissioner
Bob Quick, one of the country's
top counterterrorism officers,
resigned after he inadvertently
exposed details of the operation.

One suspect was forced to the
ground by gun-toting officers
in front of students at Liverpool
John Moores University's library.
Most of the men taken into cus­
tody were Pakistanis in Britain
on student visas. British officials
have said they want to deport all
but one of the men on national
security grounds, but that may be
difficult. A lawyer for three of the
men said his clients would fight
to continue their education in the
U'K, while Islamabad opposes
deportation."We think they
should not be deported if there
is no evidence against them and
they can't be tried in Britain and
if they're innocent".

BRITISH police released the last
of 12 suspects rounded up in a
series of dramatic anti-terror
raids earlier this month, failing to
charge any of the men, authori­
ties said yesterday. The news.
was an embarrassment for Brit­
ish authorities, including Prime
Minister Gordon Brown, who
claimed at the time of their arrests
that police had disrupted "a very
big terrorist.plot" that had been
monitored "for some time:'

The arrests were rushed in
part because a police commis­
sioner inadvertently exposed
details of the operation to a pho­
tographer outside the prime min­
ister's office. Police had to scram­
ble to catch the suspects before
they learned of the leak, forgoing
their usual dawn raids for a dra­
matic series of daytime opera­
tions across northern England on

cially amid epidemics of HIV /
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.
Kenya has 2.4 million orphans,
Odinga said.

HIV /AIDS remains one of
the toughest problem faced by
Africa. The continent is home to

nearly 70 percent of all adults and
80 percent of all children living
with HIV /AIDS, according to the
non profit USDoctors For Africa.
Other infectious diseases such as
malaria and tuberculosis have
also plagued the continent.

THEY have seen each other
socially, with their husbands
in Washington or at the United
Nations, but the 15 African first
ladies met this time to speak
candidly about problems facing
women and children on their
home continent.

Some called for improved
nutrition for children and preg­
nant mothers, clean water, sani­
tation infrastructure and inex­
pensive tools such as insecticide­
treated bed nets to help combat
malaria. The first ladies at the
gathering earlier in the week, all
called for better education for
girls. "Developing partnerships
with the education sector will give
us significant mileage in prevent­
ing maternal and child mortality
in the long term;' Kenyan first
lady Ida Odinga said.

The World Health Organiza­
tion estimates 121 of every 1,000
children who survive birth in
Kenya will die before age 5. The
survivors often lose parents, espe-

Africa's first ladies urge health care
suspects without charge
Britain frees 12 terror

•

ANC set for landslide win
in South-African elections
SOUTH Africans trooped out
yesterday to vote in an election
energized by the hugely popular
Jacob Zurna, who has overcome
sex and corruption scandals and
helped generate an excitement not
seen since the country's first mul­
tiracial vote in 1994.

Zuma, one of the African
National Congress party's most
popular leaders ever, is now
poised to become president. The
poor black majority connects
with his deprived background,
and he has promised to speed up
delivery of jobs, houses, schools
and clinics. The ANC predicts
an overwhelming victory in the
parliamentary election, whose
results ate expected later today.
The emergence of a party that
broke away from the ANC, while
not expected to be a formidable
challenger, did force the ANC to
campaign more aggressively.

Some speculate the ANC may
have trouble reaching a two-thirds
majority. Without it, the party will
not be able to enact major budget­
ary and legislation unchallenged,
or change the constitution. The
ANC won 69.9 percent of the
vote in the 2004 vote and Zuma
said Tuesday he expected an over­
whelming majority again.

Parliament elects South Afri-

ByCharles9nunaiju,withagency
reports

INTERNATIONAL

ca's president, putting Zwna in
line for the post when the new
assembly votes in May after he
survived scandals that once
threatened to derail his political
career. "Never did I think as I was
growing up here that one day 'r
would cast my vote here as I am
doing;' he told reporters in the
rural Zulu heartland of eastern
South Africa where he voted yes­
terday. "It must be great, feeling
the difference from the olden days
to where we are today, when we
can decide our own fate:'

The 67-year-old former ANC
guerrilla, who was imprisoned
for 10 years on Robben Island
alongside Nelson Mandela and
other heroes of the anti -apartheid
struggle, was greeted by about 100
supporters. They cheered and
broke into his signature song from
the anti-apartheid era, "Umshini
Wami," which means "Bring Me
My Machine Gun:'

In Johannesburg, crowds also
cheered and sang for Mandela
as the anti-apartheid icon cast
his vote. People had waited after
voting themselves at Mandela's
station, and others came from
elsewhere in town just to see
him. Mandela, frail at 90, smiled
broadly but did not speak.

The ANC sees Zuma as its first
leader to energize voters since
Mandela became South Africa's
first black president in 1994.
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Chairperson, Brigalia Bam
recently showed concern by
saying "We are aware of the
violent nature of how some
people speak ... .Intolerance
is one of the major causes of
war". However, when all was
said and done, Yarik Turian­
skyi, said the South African
elections were going to be an
example for the African con­
tinent.

The major lesson :that
South Africa will provide for
the rest of the continent is
that having an independent
electoral commission and an
independent judiciary makes
the crucial difference.

MANY of the
observers of
the period
leading to
today's elec­

tions have worried about
the threats, disrupted meet­
ings and killings which took
place; they argued that South
Africa has not overcome fully
its legacy of violence in poli­
tics. David Bruce of the Cen­
tre for the Study of Violence
and Reconciliation said that
violence in South Africa runs
deep.

"There is a historical
acceptance of violence as a
way of expressing yourself
politically and achieving
political objectives': he said.
The South African Independ­
ent Electoral Commission's

The ANC will invest in rural
infrastructure and services,
striving to ensure that people
in rural areas had access to
decent schools, roads, elec­
tricity, water and health care
facilities. He also appealed to
business people, profession­
als, entrepreneurs, informal .
traders and the unemployed
to join the ANC in building
an economy that continued to
~row and create decent jobs.
Together we will provide sup­

port to key sectors of the econ-
0my and strengthen manufac­
turing, mining, tourism, agri­
culture and others. We will
forge partnerships to reduce
job Iosses, and ensure that our
economy has a solid founda­
tion for renewed growth once
the recovery (from the finan­
cial meltdown) begins".

O N crime, the
country needed
to make sure the
police and courts
worked properly,

that -criminals remained in jail,
and that the causes of the scourge
were tackled. "Together we will
overhaul the criminal justice sys­
tem, and ensure that it is mod­
ern, efficient, and responsive. We
will improve training and condi­
tions of service of the police and
otherlaw enforcement officials,
and ensure that they have the
resources they need to carry out
their work", Zuma said.

weather to attend the rally. These
people saw the crowds watching
two big screens that showed pro­
ceedings from the massive Johan­
nesburg rally via satellite.

The rally was timed to fol­
low on the heels of the final elec­
tion rallies of the opposition
DA and COPE. At the Nyanga
stadium, ANC president Jacob
Zumas speech from Johannes­
burg received the loudest cheers
for his comments on education.
Zuma promised free and compul­
sory education and an increased
number of no-fee schools. The
ANC would make sure that learn­
ers and teachers were in dass on
time and had the material they
needed.

On Monday this week, the
ANC held its mother of all rallies
in Johannesburg. As an expres­
sion of its determination to
present a united front, the rally

speakers, with Boesak, who made
his name as an anti-apartheid
cleric, sayingthat South Africa's
democracy was being threatened
and the country "could become
just like Zimbabwe': Meanwhile,
at the Stephen Reagan Sports
Complex in Mitchell's Plain, DA
leader, Hellen Zille told about
3000 supporters that only DA
could stop "Zuma from taking
us down the path of the failed
state, cronyism and corruption".
ANC leaders, said Zille, wanted
to be above the law "so they don't
have to go jail when they com­
mit crimes". She added that DA
would do whatever it took to
ensure that corrupt leaders had
their day in court "because we
know <;orrupt leaders make poor
people poorer".

If the opposition was able to
draw some hope from the crowds
they pulled at their rallies, the

saw a surprise appearance of the
frail but still very popular Nel­
son Mandela. Mandela did not
speak, but a pre-recorded speech
which re-presented the mission of
the ANC was played to the very
enthusiastic audience at the rally.

Jacob Zuma rallied the faith­
ful with his sloganeering and the
well-known dance steps, which
set him aside as a politician with
the popular touch. It is after all,
the popular touch which has
been the source of his success as
a leader of the ANC, who could
mobilize the disaffection of the
broadest sections of the popular
base of the movement. Zuma used
his speech, the last before today's
election, to call for partnerships
to make the incoming adminis­
tration a success.

Jacob Zuma told tens of thou­
sands of party supporters that
"effective two-way interactive
communication" needed to be
developed between the govern­
ment and South Africans. Zuma,
who is said to be under pressure to
bring about visible change

during his administra-
tion, promised swift
action against ·tardy
public representa­
tives, warning that
lazy politicians will be

fired. The speech
stuck to the
ANC line on
its policies,
emp))asis­
ing educa­
tion, health,
crime, rural
development
and jobs. He
called on
health work-
:ers to join
the ANC to
help build a
sustainable

and affordable healthcare sys­
tem. "Together we will begin the
massive task of putting in place a
national health insurance system
that provides health care to all
South Africans free at the point
of service".

ANC seemed buoyed in its opti­
mism as a result of the way peo­
ple have responded to it, in the
same Cape Province. A reporter
covering the ANC's rally at the
Nyanga Rugby Stadium in Cape
Town, for the Western Cape leg of
the ANC'S nationwide Siyanqoba
Rally, said the old and the young
had concerns about whether the
ANC will deliver, but at the

same time, felt the party
had done well enough

to earn their votes
when the polls
open today.

It was
estimated
that about
10,000
people
ignored
a .cool
and

we have a strong chance of being
the future goveming party".

The Western Cape seems to
be the key to potential success
for the opposition; it was there­
fore no surprise that both COPE
and DA held their last election
rallies there. DA currently gov­
erns the city of Cape Town, and
it is hoping to wrestle control
of the province
the ANC. At
rally, COPE
had lead-

more than at any other time since
the end of apartheid, these elec­
tions are full of expectations about
the possibilities of change that will
benefit the grassroots and mem­
bers of the working class: the
strata which provided the base of
support for the long-drawn strug­
gle of liberation against white
minority rule, and the movement
which led that struggle, the ANC.

The basis of the huge expec­
tations accompanying these
elections must be located in the
charged atmosphere of political
intrigues which led to the politi- _
cal eclipse of the former president,
Thabo Mbeki and the ascendancy
of Iacob Zuma, as the leader of the
ANC, at the Polokwane Confer­
ence last year.

An alliance of the radical ele­
ments within the ANC and its
allied organisations, the South
African Communist Party and the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions, ousted Mbeki and set the
party in a new direction. Those
who opposed the radical turn
of events and the emergence of
Jacob Zuma as leader of the ANC
left the party to form the Congress
of the People, COPE. These were
mainly right-wing, middle class
elements that have benefitted
from the empowerment process
of the post -apartheid years.

THE strategy of the
opposition seems to
be to ensure that the
ANC does not win a
two thirds majority in

the elections. COPE was upbeat
about its chances, and in the last
days of campaigning, its spokes­
man, Philip Dexter told the media
that they were in the elections to
win it. "Asyou know, we as a party
are in this election to fighting it
and winning it and that is what we
believe we can do. And we believe

SOUTH Africans went to the
polls yesterday in their millions to
elect the government that will run
what is Africa's largest economy,
for the next five years. It is the
fourth democratic election since
the end of apartheid. Some ana­
lysts describe today's election as
'the most fluid and unpredictable
in South Africa since 1994'; but
that appears the most pessimistic
these analysts can get to.

The truth seems to be that

By Is'haq Modibbo Kawu, with agency
reports

S/Africa: Awaiting the
Jacob Zuma inauguration
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lADI BALOGUN
CEO of F'"1ISt C~ MonIlment banII (fCMB) PIc.
ladi lias ~ the bank to a 170peroent
inaMse In profit (romN7.6 billion to N20..5bikln
\\1lhin 11~ making a toast tor in~ Under
his ~ he made FCM8 eIIliMll& amongst

~ the 2SsIrolIg ~ in!hecoonIryafter
~

SULEIMAN NAZIF
Hewaslllectlld ilHooseof~~lI\ t999~
&1Ier~tlrcg{fomIhe~. He~Ihe~
SeMtcrofthe ~ ~in2001.~ thelhoo
~ ~1orN!wf isaY~aM ~poIitii:;lan \WtI a
brigl1t ~ ~Jtura

•

FEMIOTEDOtA
He is a brilliant young billionaire who has being
rec.enUylisted amongst the Forbes world top
bilUonaires and is the 3" richest man in Africa. He
plans to merge African petroleum(AP) where he
as a majority stake wiLli his Zenon Oil to create the
continent's largest oil company.

AUKO DANGOTE
A consummate bUsiness man and an indUStrialist,
.Alif<oOangole is the CEO Dangote Group Which
has become Nigeria'sNo 1household name. He
made tile Forbes Ust of world top billionaires for
ftIe second time and Is listed the richest man in
Africa and in Nigeria. He is unarguably a major
player In the Nigerian stocli marllel

MIKE ADENUGA
CEO of the flist indigenous telecommunication
company GIobaoom. MikeAdenuga Is an astute
businessman who is labelled a man of immense
art for business: lie fafts in the league of
bftlionailesand believes lrl the concept 'Nigeria'.
He is also the owner of Equatorial Trust Bank
(ETS) and ConolI.

BOlA SHAGAYA
Anen~ with great business potentials.
Hajla snama is !heMOJCEO of BoImus Group
Intematio!'.aI and PradoiICompany a base oil
company in Nigeria and is believed to be ooe of
the !idleS1 busInesSwomen in Niger.a with
inveslments In teal estate. oil, banking and
photograpfIy.

OBATERU AKlNRUNTAN
Macute iIwestor,keen business strategist. and iii
quiet ~ Obatw is the MOICEO of
abat oilandpetroleum. He 0WI',s !he~t
petroleum storage facility 1nMic:a and the SeGUId
IaIgesI in the WOItd. He is at an advanted stageof
owning a private !e.'inery.

OUTSTANDING ENTREPRENEURS

IIUNt SflONl8ARE
Sh&is~ fwndillg CEOriMDof InIGrior Options
(10) iiibnitIn~-waman who has made Ii
nidIe lor ~wMn it toIMS to Interior
decInlioo Md~ She provided
~l.Oabout 15Q~~a1ldhas
~ IvlrQll'llClar\Y toa ~protilability
~"odds.

DeJlAlCJMYANJU
tte ts tM~MfUDUO Food ~ owners ofth&
~~·~lrl~.HehMledlh&~
~·"~~laits~~asllIop5{by
~.$I'_d~)l'Id~~~iQSR$)1n
NigeM . ..oo·!l:t~~d"~ood~
~tnjM~

ABDUUWfAMAN tlUSA BASHlR
~~Isa~mooood,",~_
~~inQil Mil gas. and~ He IsWt CEO of
~~~AIMi:~a.t'IIi~a\twGas
.~~MsI'MI'iQ ~~i.Illo&mm-~~
~~~~

CECILIA IBRU MD.-W> 010c$lI\iCBank

Cecilia Ibru, the only female CEO of a bank in
Nigeria. has turned Oceanic Bank into one of the
fastest and most profitable banks in Nigeria with a
temarlcah!egrowth in aU lltIandal indices. Undijr
her S1Jpervisioo. Owanic Bank has emerged the
fifth beSt bank IIIAfrk:a and Is helping to develop
the Ct.lI.lMy'$ infraslructural base by part financing
building and road projects across the country.
TOHYElUMElU ~MOICE<lo!IJBAPte

He isOMof tile most tnfluential corporate leaders
inNigeria who has led USA to be one of tile top
four baf1ks inIh& industry. He has nurtured USA
into en adn1inlbIe bfand with a fast growing
~ of brand\eS across Itle country. Hehas
also led Ihe bank to be listed among the FO!bes
list of lop 2000 wortd biggest COI1'IpaIlies.

ERAStuS AIONG8OlA GIOCE()d~ BankJit
This toilSIInIn8te banker andadmlnistrator have
been able to leadthe most stable board of
Iirettofs in the ildusIry.lIndethiS diIection.
Inten:onIinenta bank has grown 10 be the most
protiIabIe banIt inNigeria willi a positive
posiIionilg of being the face of leadetshq) in !he
induslIy. anda growing neI.WorI(. nationally and
~.

FRANCIS ATUCHE ltltIItEOof~ tIaIllbllanlt
Under his 1eadeIship. he has beIln able to
AnsfomI!he bar« from every ramilication into
one of the tllp lenbanIIs in Nigeria. He I'tas
~ inInc!easlng the bank's assets by 172
pen:ent~ the bank's total asset to N1.03
IrilIioI'I wilhiiI12 tIlOnIhs ended June, 2008.

SAVYU DANTATA fowIWlIICI~o!MRS~
l.lndef lis1eadeMip, Sayyu has been able III
II'aIISfo!mMRSinto a formidable group inNigefla.
He lla$~ fXlOIroSiog shares of 60% worth
$\ biIicn inthe~ ~ NigeIia and West
A1nta ina RlI'M desttted as the biggest
businm inws1menl by8pcWate IndMduaI In
2008..

He is a chatismallc diplomat who is implementing
effectiVe lore;gn poliCies thereby !'.OI\lribttting to
the protection of the (;OUoky's image and its
citizens abroad. For ItIe first lime. we 11Ma
situ~tion where Niger'o<sns'weree;'~\lat~ From
danger zones showing thai our government care
abOtlt tM setiJtity OfNigerians abroad.

GODWIN ABBE Mt1iSler0I1i\f!m(

His move of gtanting ciIizenstljp for 113
expatriates breeds a favourable ground for kIreign
investors. to invest in the nation's economy. He is
a strong advocate for the upgrading of the
Nigerian Passports. He has put inplate
for the reIum of Nigerian prisoners abroad.

SAYVADI ABBA RU.At.ti_Ii'~ft.l_
TM hard working leader has implemented ftIe
Commercial Agrtooltunil 0evel0pMenI Programme
as the main VQhicIe to drive the National FOOd
Sewrify Programme.tn!he face of !hepn!SIIIlt
global eoonomic crisis, h& has taken upmeaslI!eS
to ensttf& food sufliQency forall Nigerians. He has
also enSWltJ the f1lC:1Uitment and traioing of
10,000 youths across the oounlry as specialised
agricultural extension wotIt8l'S.

AKN..ABI OlASUNKANIII~ofYooltlIW.~
He guaranteed the coIlaboralion of Federal
Government with tile WotId Bank ill provi<MIg
~t and poverty alleviation ill an elfort to
eI'II(lOWef young ~ inNigeria. HIs ministry
has also toUaboI'ated with other key fedenII
minlsIries 10 absoIb COIp$ members to esslst in
growing I1Qe food crops kit the counIIy.

RBI BA8ALOLA~orSftfott_
This outstanding man isa sIfaIegIsI. a
consummate banker and a Iedtnocrat. Hehas
~ towards !hepolicy d!redion of !he
ClIIrefIt administration indeveloping 1Mmiao and
I'mIQ'O ~y. He has ~ prudent fiscal
policies trwIaIing into siroI1g~
~s. He Is also helping Nig&ria bounce
badt sIrongIy as \he tbifd !mgtistGOP economy III
Nrica.

OUTSTANDING CEOs

The.Sardauna Annu.al Excellence .and lea~ership Awards is ~e~ a9.ain. Sardauna Maga.~ne is inviting the nat~onto celeb~a.Ie some of its best and
brightest through the awards. This award IS aimed at recognisIng and rewarding a few Nl9etlans whose legacies and achievements are true
manifestations of the leadership qualities of Sir Ahmad!l Bello. Without prejudice, Sir Ahmadu Bello was a sincere, detribaJised, and disciplined

administrator with a reputation for hard wotl<.
The process that will lead to the eventual announcement of winner has begun since January. with extensive consultations amongst all stakeholders and the
general public. We then chose some nominees for each category, based 00 their track records and pasted them on our website;
www.sardaunamagazine,com Our Audit Committee members comprising distinguished and accomplished elder statesmen will have the final say as to
the winner in each category based on the results from the online voting and recommendation of the editorial committee. The award committee will also sit in
consideration of shortlis\ing two candidates for this year's Sardauna leader oftha Year from the winners of each category and the Ufetime achievers. The two
candidates' chosen shall be put to electronic voting by the guest on the night of the events to choose the 3'" Sardauna Leader of the Year.Art impressive
award dinner ceremony will hold at Transcorp Hilton Congress Han,Ahuja on Sunday May 24~2009 al7:oo PM. The Guest Speaker is Hon John Howard.
Former Prime Minister of Australia who will discuss 'The Paradox of True l.eadershlp In Nigeria and The Way Forward'.
Watch out for our lifetime Achievers (not nominees). Outstanding Governors, Senators, House of Representatives,
Democrats, Local Government Chainnen and Outstanding Companies on corporate social responsibility nominees
next week.
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[ AHMEDAI.,""USTAP
The ~ GeileraIol~Nfalrs
Ccumssmis a COOI()QC ~'-W a.1d has
II/f!Ie:l ~ evenIs In tre~~ a
~<1Jld~ proI;eSScf~ ~tNn
He1mSf!br...ed IlfOOlflI ~ ol~ ~
iIII!1isser.toltro>~"s~lla lI'lI'lI
~~ He-has~tNl!OO$t
UltIIOS!les inl'W;j;erian ~~

OCEANIC BAHXPl.C
-ne ban\( l;as ~ ttMt ':aSt Ihret> ~ ~ i!S- :r.-arte;.s!la!e00
~seiedeOnilCalorsb-~~ ~Bi.l!1th ;;.Is::)
saxaf~iJI~par-~' ;n:j·IJas~~as- ijfi,
~ ~in!!le ~ m,ar'~ Trai.1e d'Ied.s re~ ~t the
biri. tas if gooo ~ a'.OOrlg' Olilel' "1l'.I!'e'J ~ Oi)e-ators.
~b<ri:s~reUnm~~>ltrof63% !S~~l
~1:iiir.1lema-f ~ 0{ 38..", 'l'h&!"aiIlQ 'S _ bes.~ tie
~' ..

The men Dnaor·Gener.!l of NACAensured!hat
the scoorge of HlV·NOS in ~,a;s Ialcen
seriously by the govemmooI aM poopIe of Nigeria
In 2008. he ~1gOOlI.r"'Yeduc:aled N:-ger..ans!)! the
stOOrge by ~ cu!!.llm!,.trad!tlooal.b~
and ~~ He aI':;o ~ated ....i •
.Siam QwernotS \\1VeS and the FKSt lady to
~ again$t siigmaIisatIoo.

MRSAMA IN'flNGIALA PEPPLE
The Head of the ~ SeM:e of: 1M Fe.dera!.icn t-.as
~ es PtllmaOOll ~ vaIioos Fef1e!aI

$ ~ treforeare[ecen!~.lnare
CUlrenl pnsjlJQ!\Sl'Ie has ens:ur<;d Ih<llp!J.lliie
serr.slllsare~'el!l !heK~..Mnbli
~ CCf'.fefm:esen capaWy IMIding.,
~~~ aooQel~I1e.~.a;!sin
\he d\-i\ S$"t!Ca

ACCESS BANKPlC
AI;;ress 8a!1 P!c ISNigeria's fastest grov.1f1g romme.-aal Bank ~
a Q:JriSIS~ Inpie growth in aa i(eYce!'c.anance t.d<ea1ors rNef 1M
past" ~. itseves <Mlf 2 r.liIlicn CI.ISbr.ro> l'lmllgh 121)
brar.dle5 and ~ (!['~ iocaled II'lalimajct cotnl'!:1lWB
te1lfres. ¥ld cties across Niger..., a."ld ectrer Afnmn Cll!JIl.,"ie&. I! 'S
~ ~ !fle6i!'l !aogest !lI;;rl:1\ \'igena ,&1:''1sha;e.1OlOef's
Ulds n ~ cf:$1A ..!!t'lli-:lIIIN1651fmj.A."Se!:s andConlir~
10em;ss o!Nt2·...'ilbIand a ~ base exess of N~
Aa:e:;s Sank pic. f!as recade:!an;rnpr~ ~ aaoss
ke1iOOices (orme ~ manlhs "!I:Ced ~ 31, ZOOB

OUTSTANDING BRANDS

MRS IFEUKO OMOIGUl- OKAURU
Chaim'.an of the Federal Inland Re.-eoueSeMce is
responsilJie for the lola! O'verllau!Ihal has taken
place with Nigeria's tax collection system. She is a
setliess public seMllt I¥OOhas greaUy con!nbul.ee
In the Federal Govemmoors re\'eflUe.She has bulll.
and sustained the tlutr.an capita! needs of FiRS
!If!ablmg focthe aduaiisalioo of the FIRS corporate
objecti\'e ®llIl6, a tedmoIog:caliy equipped
S}-s!em

CORPORATEAFfAIRS COMMISSION(CAq
Tt-.eCO!ll!TlIS.s.'OO M5 etL'<u."ed a betlfJr am prOmpt
iiiling of yeaI'Iy documents. mow:! Ina more
beIi!liflg headqijarters aiding prompt registralioo of
companies and 3COO!l!ir',areddala base of dI!
registered ~ inNigeria.

The Oireclof General of N'lgerian Joensm
DevelopmentCorporation has an undying passion
for tourism. He could be described as an Icon of the r:}---...;.;...:o...;,;.;;;..
Nigerian Tourism tndu~Uy.His UIlliring efforts aimed
at maximaUy exploring the sedor which has proven

worth 1ft !he ~'1temalional market In 2008. he
saove endiessly to reltee! lite benefits of toensm in
all its ram.iicatlons

FEDERAL ROAD SAFETY COMMISSION (fRSC)
The ccmmiss.iOO!me ensured and enforced
exiSllnS rules a.'XI mirumised acctderli tates 00 tl1e
nalioo's- road. The CMlmisslon has saribsed its
wOl1dorr.e ....tJ1 a o:np qff:r.<; Iatfulsaoo gentlemen

The bank provides a gateway 10 trade and investment inAfrica
, and outside its borders, It has being applauded by the Central

Bank of Nigeria as a bank.lhat stands robustly in !he nation's
financial marRel The brand has continued to earn the full
confidence of Nigerians despite the recent de-mari<eting
campaign that was taunchedagainst it.

INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PlC

GLOBACOM
Globacom IS a telecommunicalion company thai partners with
Alcatel.11is the second national carrier after the Federal Govt­
ov;nedNlTEl with its licences covering GSM. Fixed lines,
Gateway Services. and BroadbandServices & leased Capacity
Services.Gklbacom has recently established ~selfas the
preferred telecommunicationscompany if)Nigeria by lis provision
of \'t'Ul1d dass felecom services and affordable product packages.

NIGERIAN COPYRIGHT COMMISSION (NCC)
The commission hasrerorded successes in·ils
combat against piracy by physically carrying the
bailie tplocallOflS where piratesoperate. nhas
co!laborated wiln siaketrolders, mar'!leting
companies and individuals in the industries
concerned in its bid to figbt !hemenace headlong.
IIhas also ensured awareness of copynght!aws in
!he country.

NIGERIAN TOURISM DfV£l.OPlIEHT COMIIISSIOH (NTDC)
Nigeria's tourism potentials abroad have being
highly promoted by this cocporation.It has
successfully rebranded the Nigerian image at the
World Trave! Market. boosting its appeal to ioUfisls
worldWide against Itshitherto negative image. It
has also marketed N'19eria'spotentialities ill the
global WO!fO_

FEDERAl INLAND REVENUE SERVICE (FIRS)
TITscaporaOOll has pilo!ed a revolullollillY
ca..'llp3igo in the lax al!lectioo system of tile
counIly with the new lID payer idenUlicaoon
number which has helped in increasing the
revenue profile of the Federai Go\'efllrnent Uhas
also spear ~-eaded the Ya( Adlla governmenl al
making lax reveooe a major source of income in
2009.

OUTSTANDING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

DAILY TRUST Thursday, April 23, 2009



•

97. Mohammed t Semira -
98. i$Onlobfe Ayodele

eN. YOivian
·A,PkwOChQ

101", M. Mohamma<1
1OZ. tfecnC. Dean
toa. s.gUfl S. tunmi
164i 'MohWnmed ~b9kQf' ,',
105. - uthmon Mohammed Ali
106. Ayebatanbora K. Sangha
11Jl. Duroiaiye Modope
108. AtttinlJ.U. Fatima
109. AKanbi ~asheedoh
110. Jkem Sydney
111. Gfagl.lnjuSoyo
112. Af-hossanA. Kasum
113. Akeredolu Tolulope
114. Myiniyowa L Hadiza

1_ _.

115/ Abdulrahim Zubairu
116, Cnyegbule G. Prisco
t 1'I", ZookQ S. Paul
118. Gu~iye Kunbi
119. Msheliza Sittu-s
120. AboS$ R. Abdufazeez.
121. 8aipgvnlobJ
122. Iagbo 1{unnaya
123. ai •.wng Samuel
124. $loMuhammad
t tJQspel
1. Bti ~htmargke:

Isigwe
lisman Hasson
Sokare Tope
!SoPgec!ighi It -Sabrief
Ugwu O. Chibusoftma
Shaiyen Zachary
Jibril Aishat .
Oehai O. DaviiAon
Qji Ikefilla
Tsegbo I~Stephanie

. Osho Toluwalase
Ohyejekwe A'ogusta
Bassey Favour
Babalola E.Tope
Chowven PraiSe
fkandem E etJQ~t} "'
~zetiJti¢ J6Sm,a
lhedl~Oiflneft
Mudashiru Oyifikdnsola
Oloko Khalil

4.
5.

'l'~'_.! 6.
7.
8.
9.
TO.
H.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19~
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
'26.
"2?'
Q8.
29.
'3~

Thursday, April 23, 2009 DAILY TRUST

Mba Vtncent
Balogtrn Adbulhomid
U$~n~ioo
'T.slib Ctliomo
iJoSep!tGlory
lekEitlAaron
Orlaeh•
. Ekecbukwu Kamsidi. .. .
OmOnjolwinosa .
A1hdsSQnKabir
ZitroT. Adam
Mohammed A. Nobil
Chime O. Precious
Sombo 8zionet
Ojabo. ttopo
Jihri1 faizo
Adeshina Vidor
Omafco A. E. tystra
~leM.Mory
tbronlnl Sodiq
MofdkWu Philip
So*Anisa
Olowookere Segun
Agwunedu Nnenne
Aikhomu Osozoc
Sherrif Mohammed
Auto Emmanuel
Sambo Sonanet
Arogundode Micho,et,'
Mutil"Of)l\aJvclith ..
Aldgo t: Monoro
E~ Stirrn:fei
Tim~~ienfi}

64.
65.
U.

. 67-
l>&.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
SO.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94
95.
Y6.

Arioolo Fisayo
ObOfoyinbo Aisna
Sufeirnan t. Forida
Koinyo I.ourence
Pengk Sylvester
Audu·'Bido Halol'o
Mullamrnod SQShir
OSQrtJO(Moflfro,
Oloclipo Ibrahim

33,
":JAa-ot.,

~5.
36.
37.
38.
39.
4.0.
41-
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52,
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

ReleaseofE



I

SI,,,.,, 1.

His Exce/lellcy, Gener,,1 Dr. VakubuGowon
C"airman ~

National Worling Committee on Social Security Policy lor Nigeria.

The Secretary .
National Working Committee on Social Security Policy for Nigeria

c/o·Nigeria Socia/Insurance Trust Fund
Plot 794 Ml.lhammadu Buhari Way

Central Business District
Garti Abuja

Electronic copy in MicrosoftWord format as e-mail attachment to: nwc.socjalsecurity@n§jtf.n~t on or before
,30lh MaYt2009.

Accordingly, the Committee invites members of the public, stakeholders, Labour Unions, employer groUpSt
civil society groups and other interested parties to submit written Memoranda to:

.vii) Any other recommendation( s) that may be useful for the realization of National Social Security Scheme
(NSSS).

iv) To recommend an administrative structure for the implementation of an integrated National Social
Security Scheme with a view to harmoni.zing the overlapping functions of MDAs carrying out various
social protection intervention measures.

v) To ensure that recommendations are generally in accordance with international best practice without
losing sight of Nigeria's peculiar diversity.

vi) To look at the adequacy or otherwise of Section 71(2) of the Pension Reform·Act 2004J Section 16 of
NStTFAct 1993. the draft Comprehensive Poverty Avoidance Social Security Scheme (COMPASS) Bill
and the mandates of the MDAs carrying out overlapping social insurance and social protection
programmes in the questfor an integrated National Social,Security Scheme (f\!SSS).

/

The National Working Committee on Social Security was inaugurated on Thursday, 161hApril. 2009 with the
following Termsof Reference: .

i) To propose a National Social Security Policy for Nigeria1 which will cover both the formal and informal
sectors of the Nigerian economy.

ii) To recommend an Integrated National Social security Scheme which benefits will be adequate and
available to the entire population (urban/rural/informal) with a view to creating a caring and inclusive
society.

iii) To recommend a robust and sustainable financing options for an integrated National Social Security
Scheme (NSSS)

In Hnewith the 7-Point Agenda, Mr. President, His Excellency, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar'Adua, GCFR. has
approved the National Working Committee to draft a National Social Security Policy.

CALL FOR MEMORANDA ON NATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY POLICY FOR NIGERIA

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

DAILY TRUST Thursday 23, April 2009



The Director,
Development 'Finance Department,
Central Bank of Nigeria,
Ahuja.
Tel: 09 46237602
Mobile: 08037860675
e-mail: jalegiclffio@cenbank.org

For further enquiries, you may please contact:

Detailed Guidelines for the Scheme can be obtained from
any Central Bank Branch, Federal Ministry of Agricul­
ture and Water Resources and the participating banks, or
from the CBN website www.cenbank.org,

All loan applications are to be processed within 30 days.

/

(8) First Bauk of'Nigeriu Pk
DaudaLawal
Business Dev, Manager
1)(01777. Mohammadu Bubari
Way. Central Business IJislrict
Ahuja
Tet:08033176790;

09-4614988

(A)' United Bank for Africa Pic
Mr. Godwin Ize-lyamu
Executive Director
57 Marina, Lagos
Tel, 08033001666
Ol~4807919

e-mail;godwin.ize-iyamu@ubagroup.com

Procedure for Applying for the Loan
All applications lor loans under the Scheme shall be
made to either of the two participating banks immedi­
ately as per the contact addresses below:

~Iodalities of the Scheme
1. Agricultural credit from the participating banks

(PBs) shall be in the form of loans and overdraft.
11. Interest on loan under the Scheme is nine per cent

(9 0/0), inclusive of all charges.
Ill. Loan tenor under the Scheme shall be a maximum

of seven (7) years.

ative Unions, Co-operative Societies, Self-Help Groups
and Agricultural Commodities Associations in their
respective states.

B. State Government IFCT.
All State Governments !FCr can access up to twen­
ty per cent (20%) of the N200~illion (i.e. N40billion)
through specialized agencies or secretariat established
for the purpose of on-lending such funds to Co-oper-

(ii) Non-Integrated Commercial Farms!Agro-enter­
prises with assets (excluding land) not less than N200
million with prospect of growing the assets to N350 mil­
lion within the next three years.

Eligibility of borrower under the Scheme include:
A. Corporate and Large Scale Commercial Farm!

Agro Enterprises;
(i) Integrated Large Scale Farm or Agro-based Enter­
prises with assets (excluding land) not less than N350
million with prospect of growing the assets to N500 mil­
lion within the next three years.

Target Agricultural Enterprises and Commodities
Key agricultural enterprises and commodities to be cov­
ered under the Scheme are:
(i) Cultivation of crops (rice, cassava, cotton, oil

palm, wheat, rubber, sugar cane, jatropha carcus,
fruits and vegetables);

(ii) Livestock (dairy, poultry piggery);
(iii) Fishery;
(iv) Processing, storage and marketing of target com

modities; and
(v) Any other activity as may be specified from time

to time.

,

(i) United Bank for Africa Pte (UBA Plc);
(ii) First Bank of Nigeria PIc (FBN PIc)

Administration .of the Fund
The fund is being administered by two participating
banks (PBs):

The President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Alhaji
Umaru Musa Yar' Adua, through the Central Bank of
Nigeria (eBN)has established a N200bilHon "Commer­
cia! Agricultural Credit Scheme" (CACS), tor promot­
ing commercial agricultural enterprises in Nigeria.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF T'HE COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURAL
, 'CREDlT SCHEl\1E (CACS)

Thursday, April 23, 2009 DAILY TRUST24



THE commencement of commercial
flights by Arik Air from Gombe Interna­
tional Airport, Lawanti would add great
value to economic development by creat­
ing room for both local and international
investors into the hinterland by exploiting
the untapped resources of the state. This
. was stated by Governor Danjuma Goje
while cutting the tape for the maiden com­
mercial flight Gombe-Abuja route.

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

RECOVERY of stocks market con
ued yesterday with market capitalisat
growing steadily by N106.297 billi
about 2.3 per cent, to close at N4.f

/ trillion. Activities in the shares of]apa
Oil and Skye Bank helped the m,
ket to shore up its value. While in
tors traded ]apaul Oil's 21.720 milh
shares worth N28.364 million, abc
17.296million shares valued at N70.4:
million of Skye bank were exchange,
Analysts said the market recorded huge
number of investors rather than sellers
as the market continued to witnessed
increase inthe numbers of foreign inves­
tors in the market All share index also
rose by 390.58 points, about 1.9per cent
to close at20,677.10 against the previ­
ous day dealing of20,286.52 point level
In all,a total of 184.506 million shares
worth N1.089 billion in 6,343 deals were
exchanged in the market.

From Kayode Ek4ndayo, Lagos

recovers Nl06bn

Gombe airport will
attract investors

Stock market

THE registrar General of the Corporate
Affairs Commission Mr. Ahmed Almus­
tafa yesterday told Daily Trust on phone
that the computer system and the data
base of the CAC are intact and functional
He was reacting to inquiry by this paper
on allegation that the system broke down
and thereby barring clients and lawyers
from accessing relevant data. He said it
was true that the CAC had some techni­
cal problem during the Easter period but
that It has since been ratified Customers
oi the Corporate Affairs Commission in
Abuia expressed fears over losing vital
documents following rumour that the
Commission's system had crashed. Daily
Trust can report that in 2004 the CAe
introduced new securities to arrest the
proliferation of fake certificates.

By Jibrin Abubakar

intact-Almustafa '
CACdata base

1.477YEN 1.4872I.4S21

SWISS FRANC 124.7522124.325123.8978

RIYAL 38.93638.802738.6693

EURO 188.7471188.1008187.4544
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cepro-

GLOBACOM Limited and Dangote Group
yesterday in Lagos Signed telecoms deal as
the former now becomes the sole telecoms
service provider for the Dangote Group of
Companies, one of Nigeria's largest con­
glomerates with substantial interests in
manufacturing, oil and importation.

Speaking at a press conference, the
Group Chief Operating Officer of Glo,Mr.
]ameel Muhammed said with this develop­
ment the telecoms company would provide
the total communications solutions to the
expansive conglomerate at all its business
facilities nationwide, thereby linking up the
business in a single real time communica­
tions web.

According to Muhammed, the new deal
would see Globacom providing voice, data,
and video communications and vehicle for
the Dangote Group at the touch of a button.

The boss of the telecoms company said

He said other benefits T Dangote
Group include Free Bulk S, _,vice from
the corporate Bulk SMSph. Connec-
tion of16 centres of operatio , le Group
via Fibre Optics at a highlyd' .!) rted rate.

He said that the Dangote wanted
the best in terms of service _'-Y at the
lowest rate and Globacom erne '. 'the best
in both criteria through a clos. -ntested
bid process involving all major S

viders in the country.
The Chief Operating Officer of Dan­

gote Group, Mr. Olakunle Alake said the
telecoms agreement between his company
and Glo would make development happens
in the company in the nearest future.

"Nigeria today is self sufficient in any
technology to meet any ICTchallenge, You
don't have to go out of the country or give
money to a service provider owned by for­
eigners. Globacom indeed is a company we
have become proud of"; he said.

Glo was thrilled by the opportunity to pro­
vide the Dangote Group with fast and reli­
able bandwidth and last mile accessories for
Video, Voice and Data transfer to and from
the Central Servers of the Dangote Group.

Other components of the deal which has
already been signed include IP Telephony
Configuration for the Group, creation of
different Networks within the Dangote
Network, Direct Access to Globacorns
well-located Points Of Presence in Lon­
don and New York and vehicle tracking for
Dangote's fleet described as the largest in
Nigeria.

Explaining how the new arrangement
will work out, the the head of business
enterprise, Mr. Bolu Aderibigbe, said the
agreement between the companies include
the provision by Globacom of free calls
between all members of Staff of Dangote
Group, calls at reduced rates to all Net­
works, handsets and Direct Connect Serv­
ices to Staff ofthe Dangote Group.

From Zakariyya Adaramola,Lagos

Glo, Dangote s·
deal on teleco

2SBUSINESS , .Thursday, April 23, 2009DAILY TRUST
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aging Director ofElim MFB, Mrs.
Ifeoma Ana said that the country
still ranks low in ~verty allevia­
tion,

She said that the scope of
micro finance operations should
be improved and fully funded to
cater for the needs ofSMEs.

However, Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) ofSME manager's
limited Mr, Rotimi Oyekanmi
said that utilizing SME for eco­
nomic growth requires a para­
digm shift from informal to
formal sector, adding "One key
objective therefore is to encourage
migration ofSMEs from informal
to formal sector"

Speaking on the role of par­
liament in poverty reduction in
the country, Mr. Wale Aribisala
said that it is ironical that Nigeria
which is the largest explorer of
crude oil in Africa and the sixth
in the world host the third larg­
est number of poor people after
China and India.

He said that the greatest chal­
lenge to poverty reduction in the
country lies in the equitable dis­
tribution of national resources
through a well planned policy
framework.

Economic experts say that the
best way to reach out the poor
who are mostly into small busi­
nesses is through a sustained
programme aimed at boosting
entrepreneurship.

IF the United Nations informa­
tion is anything to go by, then
70 per cent of Nigerians are very
poor. They are, accordingly living
below the poverty line.

A hypothetical analysis of
the poverty situation in Nigeria
shows that many are suffering
amidst the abundant human and
natural resources in the country.

At the startling rate of US $1
per day in Nigeria, incidence of
poverty increased from 28.1% in
1980 to 46.3% in 1985 and down
to 42.7% in 1992, only to go up
again to 65.6% in 1996.

United Nation's human devel­
opment index reveals that m.ore
than 70% of Nigerians still live
below the poverty line with
another 35% living in abject pov­
erty.

With the, northern region
ranking highest in poverty level,
economic experts say that even at
$2 per day paucity and general fall
in standard ofliving among Nige­
rians tend to up to about 90.8%
unless urgent measures are put in
place to salvage the monster.

As a composite indicator of
development, countries index
are measured by how close they
have come to attaining a life
expectancy of 85 years (45:46 in
Nigeria), 100% adult literacy/
school enrolment and GDP per
capital of $40,000 per year. I

According to a world bank
publication "poverty net", the
number of poor in rural areas
sharply fell from 26.3 million to
22.8 million, while urban poverty
rose from 9.7 million to 11.9 mil­
lion. Extreme poverty increased
nationally from 10 million to 14
million, with a tripling of head­
count in urban areas.

Worried by the statistical rev­
elation of the number of people
living below the poverty line all
over the world, the UN declared
the year 2005 as a year of MICRO­
FINANCE with the aim of reach­
ing the poor with financial prod­
ucts that would lift them above
the poverty line.

As a signatory to the MDGs,
past governments in Nigeria took
the bold step of putting in place
various poverty alleviation poli­
des and programme including
granting access to national micro
finance development funds by
Micro Finance Institutions (MFI).

Apart from mandating uni­
versal banks to reserve 10% fund
as part of the Small and Medium
Scale Industries Equity Scheme
(SMEEIS) for SME develop­
ment in Nigeria, government
has, through the National Pov­
erty Eradication Programme
(NAPEP), National Directorate of
Employment and Nigeria Deposit
Insurance Corporation (NDIC)
supervised and managed poverty.

In a paper presentation on the
"thrills and challenges of micro
finance banking in Nigeria",Man-

ByAbubakar Buba

, ...Poverty In Nigeria
Business

Thursday, April 23, 2009BUSINESS .126 !~!~~ DAILY TRUST
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extraction
crude oil in only
one state where
years of extractive
activities has rendered
the inhabitants jobless
and unproductive in terms
of agriculture. Consequently,
there is increasing rural-urban
drift and establishment of small
scale businesses.

rics at Mara­
raba market

Nasarawa
State.

, "There is no
state in Nigeria
where the land is

completely barren
all year round. There­

fore. application of fer­
tilizer in farming is not a

do-or-die affair in all parts
of the country:' he said.

In Kaduna State, Mr Sani
Umar, a farmer who diverted
to petty trading in the dry sea-

entire federa­
tion.

Over

son, observed that the land is
produces produces yam, maize ....
millet, beans and other legumi­
nous crops during the dry sea­
son.

Similarly, Mr Wakala
Muhammad Isah.a farmer res­
ident in also in Kaduna State,
maintained that the frustrat­
ing government agricultural
policies have rendered all­
year-round farming impossi­
ble. which is why he. therefore,
returns to his village to farm
during the rainy season only.

The problem farmers face
is not directly from the federal
government but from state and
local governments which con­
tract bags ofNPK 4 fertilizer to
traders who sell them at exhor­
bitant prices.

Speaking on the price-per­
bag of fertilizer, Mr Muham-

"Abundant land is
lying in the villages
while those who

ernment is not able
to monitor approval
of funds to rural
dwellers to invest
heavily in agri­
culture for the

EVERY region in Nigeria has
a particular type of soil good
for producing certain cash and
food crops yearly, irrespective
of the season. The extreme
north, characterized by dry­
ness and dustiness. is noted for
its resourceful horticultural
activities to produce onions,
varieties of pepper, tomatoes
and other vegetables that serve
the nation for over eighteen
months.

However. what bothers
farmers and hamper continu­
ous productivity in the region
is the disinterestedness of the
federal government on how to
boost agricultural productivity
practically rather than the col­
lapsing theoretical approaches
to the field. The federal gov-

BySikiru M. Jimoh

Star Feature
DAILYTRUSTSTAR FEATURE28



a tractor an easy thing, but the
problem I encountered with the
local government in 1998made
me buy my own tractor. If my
business thrives in the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT). I will
invest in housing and leave
farming to my children when I
arn aging:' he said.

In the FCT many peo­
ple took to alternative jobs
due to tentative deteriorating
weather in the eastern part of
the country. Joseph Onyeka, a
sales agent in the FCT, said in
Awka North in Anambra State,
the land produces rice, maize,
cassava and coco-yarn in large
quantities, irrespective of the
dry season and they harvest
rice twice yearly.

, 'As a seasoned farmer, I
have other farms in Yola for
the cultivation of beans, rice,
groundnuts, millet, sugar-cane
and pepper during the dry sea­
son:' he said.

The land in Sokoto, a region
characterized by dryness, has
been confirmed by one Abu­
bakar Sani to be good for the
cultivation of onions, tomatoes
and varieties of pepper planted
and harvested during and after
the dry season.

Mr Usman Umar, another
trader, testified that in Kaduna
State, the land is more produc­
tive than what is obtained far
north during the dry season.

In this part of the country,
yam,maize,guinea-corn,rnil­
let, some quantities of onions,
carrots, lettuce, sugar-cane,
beans and other food crops are
grown.

The federal government
seems unable to monitor the
approval of funds to rural
dwellers to invest heavily in
agriculture for the survival of
the entire country.

Mr Umar Usman, an indi­
gene of Sokoto State, who
shifted from farming to petty
trading, said the factors that
discourage many from farm-
ing are numerous. .

Finance, according to Umar,
constitutes the major problem
to farming in Nigeria.

of the government to farming
is not encouraging. Neverthe­
less, during the dry season, he
cultivated large farm-lands of
rice, yams, other root crops and
orchards favoured by weather
in seven different places.

, 'Fertilizer is not our prob­
lem in Abia State because the
land is fertile. If the policy
of the government had been
monitored to encourage farm­
ers, I should find applying for

ried.
Another farmer based in

Abia State,who decided to sup­
plement his living with trad­
ing, said farming is thriving for
him in the state. He said ferti­
lizer is not farmers' problem
in the state because fertility of
the land is an encouragement.
But occasionally, he followed
his friends to urban centres to
explore avenues for white-col­
our trades because the attitude

ductivity, He opined, there­
fore, that the supply of fertilizer
should be free to farmers in
disadvantaged areas to serve as
an encouragement, not a com­
modity to be sold with a view
to making huge unaccountable
profits for the local government
coffers.

, 'In my own case, I chose
business in order to cope with
the uncontrolled galloping
inflation in the country. How
many bags of grains and tubers
would a farmer sell to produce
a university graduate?" he que-

profit negligible when I put into
consideration other expenses
like hired labour, hired tractor
and transportation before and
after harvest.

Mr Chuks Obinna, a trader
in Wuse Zone 3 market. said in
Anambra State the dry season
is not characterized by lack of
activities in agriculture because
the land is fertile and produces
yarn tubers and other food
crops in large quantities dur­
ing the rainy season while the
dry season witnesses low pro-

Nigeria isa country blessed with abundant natural resources,
among them a large expanse of greenland. This has been
dormant for decades due to poor implementation and
monitoring of agricultural policies and discovery of oil.

mad Shehu, a trader in Mobil
filling station market. Minna,

_Niger State, said no one can tell
the price until the item arrives
from the line of contractors. In
time of allocation he said farm­
erswho harvest between 50 and
100 bags of maize have prob­
lems with the local government
authorities when the fertiliser
finally arrive because they go
into different directions into
hands of individuals contracted
to sell it to the poor farmers at
dictated exorbitant prices. This
seasonal manoeuvrings of gov­
ernment policies on agriculture
discourages those willing to
take to the fields as a perma­
nent occupation.

, 'Last year, I bought a bag of
fertilizer for N4,000. I buy a ton
for ten hectares every year. This
is enough but after harvest, the

29stAR FEATURE
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industry and these are the highly
respected people in the society
who are crying of the fund. They
even sent some journalists come
and ask me about textile fund and
these people are no more in tex­
tile business. Sowhat we are doing
now is to send people to investi­
gate and find out the real benefi­
ciaries of the fund. Are they still
in textile? Do they still need the
fund? Ifgovernment gives out the
money; to w:- 1textentwill it assist
them? Nigerian must be patient
with us. The exercise is still ongo­
ing. Be rest assured that Mr Presi­
dent is still very much interested
in the fund because it is a com­
mitment made by the immediate
past administration. He is very
interested but one has to be cau­
tioned. We must ensure that the
money gets to the right people,
what impact it will make in the
sector. We need to verify if it will
help to help some of them who
have left to come back to produc­
tion or if it is already producing,
increase production or still owing
the banks and once it is given, it
use is to settle bank loan. These
are some of the things unknown
to the public.

What are you doing about
smuggling?

I was addressing NACCIMA,
man and other stakeholders
recently and I told them point
black that they are part of the
problem. Go and check these
smugglers are their members.
They will say the customs is not
doing well, fine, customs is just
an enforcement body, why did
you just refuseJ to obey the law.

The immediate past admin­
istration did approve N70 bil­
lion for the revival of textile sec­
tor, what is happening?

If there is one topic that I have
spoken on consistently is the tex­
tile fund. The textile fund is still
on course. But let me tell you what
has caused the delay of the fund.
We discovered that some of the
people that were selected to get
the fund have sold their equip­
ment. They are no longer in the

will pay foreign exchange for all
import we made when actually
85 per cent of the raw material for
the cement is here in the coun­
try-limestone which is abundant
in our land. So what we will basi­
cally doing is importing lime­
stone which is abundant in our
soil. These are some of the prob­
lems. However, because we real­
ised local production cannot meet
demand, we bridged the gap and
that was why we having locally
produced cement and the control
quantity of import cement. The
reason for this is that we believe
in bridging the gap also stabilises
the prices. If we say today there
is zero importation of cement the
price will go up above N2,000. So
it is with other products. Nigeria
today is still the highest importer
of cement in the whole world.
These are some of the programme
we considered that if we are able
to pursue it we will be able to
change the tide.

W e want to
see how we
canexpo~s
our agn­
cultural

products, not in raw forms. If we
can process them it, that will add
a lot of value and provide employ­
ment opportunities for our peo­
ple. Government also has export
expansion grant which we give
to exporters to assist them to be
more competitive. Although there
have been some increases in some
of the things we exports but not
at the level we expected. We have
also been driving for investment.
If today we get the problem of
power right, more investment
will come to this country, despite
the economy meltdown. This
is even the best time to attract
investment. Because there is idle
capacity in the developed coun­
tries around the world, they are
looking for outlets for investment
and Nigeria has the large market,
the largest in Africa and it could
also be a hub for other African
countries. There are lots of trade
going on from Nigeria to Ghana,
. Togo, Benin Republic and some of
these trades are not recorded, just
across the border. If we are able
to attract investment you will be
surprise at the large market that
is available to our products here.
As at now most of our beverages,
detergents are sold in some West
African countries market.

efficiency. If we say today more
companies should be importing
cement the only producing com­
panies in Nigeria cannot remain
in business and the consequence
will be high rate of unemploy­
ment in the country.

It is not difficult to say that we
want to bring down the prices of
cement to Nl,500 and everybody
should go and import. It is not
difficult but what is the implica­
tion, more unemployment. We

a new focus. Our focus is now
to increase production capacity.
To ensure that Nigerians manu­
facture more goods locally. To
increase non-oil exports. Some
will tell you we have a good bal­
ance of payment with some coun­
tries and increase the exports of
non-oil products.. reduce the
importation of consumables.
Those things we can get local
alternatives or those things we
can do without. We should reduce
their importation. If we are able
to achieve the three goals the sec­
tor will be doing well. The public
cannot understand why cement
is selling at the price it is selling.
We have the dual responsibility.
One, we will protect the public by
having lower prices. On the other
hand it is the duty of government
to protect the interest of the exist­
ing industries. It is unfortunate,
these two almost in conflict.
. Right now we know that our

industry cannot produce at best

Industry Achike Udenwa

N500 that means no matter how
low youwant to bring down the
price of cement, there is a limit
to what you can do. That was
why the federal government also
is trying to intensify the railway
system. Just last week, govern­
ment has entered into agreement
with a Chinese company to con­
struct another line between Lagos
and Kano for the existing rail sys­
tem, build standard bridge with
new modern locomotives. These
are projects cannot be realised
within one year but this does not
really matter if we have started
a very long time ago by now we
should have had a very reliable
railway system. Government is
also looking at our Inland water
ways, which is another cheapest
means of transporting goods. In
developed countries, you don't
transport goods by roads but this
is quite different in Nigeria. Just
last week, government awarded
the rehabilitation of east west
roads from PortHarcout to warri,
it also concession Lagos-Badagry
expressway. This is first in the
country. These are some of the
things government is doing to
address the problem of infrastruc­
ture. Other problem includes lack
of demand for our products in
Nigeria. Everybody is guilty of
this. We want to address that sit­
uation we should be proud of our
own goods.

I visited the headquarters of
Standard Organisation of Nigeria
(SON), and I was surprised at the
quantity of sub standard goods
they have seized. Generators,
Candles, Shaving blade, Tyres all
faked including electric cables.
Some Nigerian goods were even
faked abroad. I saw a fake cable
with Nigeria company name.
What that mean is that we have
a standard good and that is the
reason why the name is used. The
same thing goes to our textile. All
it requires is self consciousness
and that iswhy very soon my min­
istry will be launching the cam­
paign. Mr President has given his
approval to launch a campaign on
the patronage of made in Nigeria
goods. We will start that soon

Now that you have identified
the problems" what are your
plans for the sector?

Since I came to the office I
used the present situation both
locally and internationally and
the ministry is able to fashion out

ment's commitment toward this.
Just last month the federal gov­
ernment released N323 Dillion to
the Independent Power Projects
that were started by the Obasanjo
administration but abandoned.
If we are able to reactivate these
power projects and completed,
it is believed that before the
end of the year we will come to
6,000MW while at the same time
exploring other opportunities like
hydro. There is a programme for
Mambila Plateau project. There is
a programme for dams up North
but meanwhile, the NIPP was
based mainly on gas to drive the
turbines.

The other problem is trans­
portation. Manufactures have
to transport their raw-materials,
goods and this is quite expensive
now. For instance to transport a
bag of cement from Lagos cost

SINCE you resumed,
how far have you gone
to revitalise the ailing
nation's industry?

The major problem
confronting our industry today
is infrastructure and the primary
one among them is power fol­
lowed by transportation and other
issues like smuggling, dumping,
faking and Nigerians penchant
for foreign made goods. These
are some of the problems facing
the industry and they require
some measures unfortunately,
the power issue is not what my
ministry can resolve or anyone
can resolve within twinkle of an
eye. The power problem needs
concerted efforts, more focus
and commitment. What we have
in the ministry is to hold meeting
with the Ministry of Power. They
have told us their problems, pro­
gramme and it is now left for us
to fit into their programme and
that programme is to see how
they raise the total power output
capacity in Nigeria to 6,000 mega
watts by December this year. We
believe that if this target is real­
ised we in the industry sector will
be able to gain immensely. Ifyou
watch, you will see federal govern-

FROM Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

Thenation'stextileindustryispresentlyinacomatosewhileatthesametime,cementpricesareontherise.lnthisinterview,the
MinisterofCommerceandlndustryAchikeUdenwaexplainssomeofthestepstakenbythefederalgovernmenttoensurethe
revival of the industry and stamp out activities- of smugglers in the system.

but ...-Minister

Yaradua is being careful
about N70bn textile fund
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tic flights on all routes and N9,
000 (excluding taxes) on Lagos­
Accra route are also available for
purchase online at www.flyaero.
com.

Aviation Minister Omotoba

AERO Contractors airlines has
announced the introduction of
online check-in on the Lagos­
Abuja route.

Announcing this in Lagos ,
Marketing Manager of the airline,
Bridget Oyefeso-Odusami said
Aero customers flying between
Lagos and Abuja with only hand
baggage can now check-in from
7days ahead of travel and up to 4
hours before their flight departs
with an opportunity to choose
their preferred seats.

"This is another benefit for
all our customers especially
those taking advantage of the
recently introduced low fares on
all domestic routes. This makes
Aero the first domestic airline to
introduce fares this affordable in
the Nigerian aviation market;' she
said.

One way fares from N7,
000 (all inclusive) for domes-

·of the Pride Africa.Mr Naikuni :
promised to support any effort to :
make Africans market and visit :
each other. :

He said" African is poor but it :
also has a large market like China :
and India but only Africa's pov- :
erty is mentioned without any :
mention of its huge market but for :
the other poor nations of China :
and India only their markets are :
discussed ... so Africans must look:
up to themselves for progress". :

The Minister of Tourism Mr. :
Najib Balala in his speech encour- :
aged the visitors to go home with :
stories of how great African tour- :
ism products are especially the :
Kenyan Variety. :

He further said that "South :
Africa's tourism success is predi- :
cated on regional visitors from :
Africa "and Kenya he said intends :
to reach out to other Africans to :
improve its Tourism receipts.

Lagos at Eko Hotels and Suite.
The Kenyan trip was just 3

days after the Joint Tourism Board
meeting organized by NTDC in
Ahuja for all 36 Commission­
ers of Tourism and state tourism
boards endorsed AffM pledging
to support and ensure Akwaaba
becomes the leading Travel expo
in Africa and a major contender
to the famous ITB BERLIN and
WTMLONDON.

AffM is homegrown by the
Nigerian private sector tour­
ism practitioners and had already
attracted exhibitors from 11 Afri­
can Countries. In its 5th edition it
has become the expo with the larg­
estdiversity inAfricaofferingaccess
to the largestmarket in Africa

The Managing Director of
Kenya Airways Mr. Titus Naikuni
said that the vision ofKQ is to link
up every major African City to its
neighbor" to support its motto

"

AFRICAN Travel Market
(AFTM) received a boost recently
from both local and international
quarters.

The organizers of
AKWAABA'09 were invited by
Kenya Airways to be part of the
huge 'African Mega Pamtrip' that
brought 156 tour operators from
20 African countries for an 8-day
visit and interaction in Kenya,
making it possible for AffM to
reach out to players from differ­
ent countries in Africa.

Akwaaba is the only Interna­
tional Travel expo recognized by
the United Nations World Tour­
ism Organization [UNWTO] in
West Africa.

Ithas the endorsement of the
Nigerian Civil Aviation Author­
ity (NCAA) and the NTDC and is
recognized among the top 5 inter­
national events in West Africa.

It holds every October in

~AEROnow offers online·
1check-in for passengers

Kenya airways, NTDC,36 states
support Akwaaba'09

faction.
"It's good that our people

from Togo can now travel to
Saudi for Hajj without having to
go to Ghana to obtain the visa.
Visas can now be issued from
Med-View office here in Lome.
So they'll provide an aircraft that
will fly people directly from Lome
to Ieddah. That is commendable
and the Embassy is ready to sup­
port the airline to any length. Our
doors are open 24 hours and we'll
do our best to assist this laudable
move by Med- View': he said.

Earlier the management team
of the airline paid a courtesy call
on the Director General of the
Togo Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA), Latta Dokisime Gnama
who pledged to fast-track all proc­
esses that will ensure Med-View
stabilizes its operations in Togo.

He added that many Togolese
pilgrims had passed through har­
rowing experiences in the course
of performing Hajj, a develop­
ment which prompted the gov­
ernment to set up the National·
Commission on Hajj to work
out modalities on how to part­
ner with an airline that can fly
pilgrims directly from Lome to
Ieddah.

IN line with its vision of offering
quality air services to customers
across Africa, Med-View Airline
has opened an office in Lome,
Republic of Togo to serve as a
window into the West African
sub-region.

This is happening at a time the
Togolese government itched for a
strong airline to handle its Hajj
pilgrim operations.

Speaking at the opening cer­
emony of the Med -View Airline,
Lome office called Med-View
Travels Konsult, the representa­
tive of the Nigerian Ambassador
to Togo; Joe Waribagha com­
mended the efforts of the airline
to set up an office in Lome, not­
ing that many Muslim Togolese
have. had terrible experiences
while trying to perform the Hajj
in Saudi Arabia.

He extolled the management
of Med-View for winning the
trust of the Saudi authorities who
gave them the right to issue visas
for anyone or group wishing to
perform the lesser Hajj. .//

He however urged the-airline
to ensure that customer satisfac­
tion remains its sole aim as the
success or failure of any organi­
zation lies in its customer satis-

FGbacks Med-View as
it opens Lome office

~.~~\{"\\.~\:J
f-t f ~-~tt'1: :r t:f~;·;;

being N2, 300 roughly." •
He also hinted that "Itwill take :

you about N130 million monthly:
or N150 million just to stay opera- :
tiona! in MMA2. It is huge. Ifyou :
look at your back-up power, fuel:
for the generator, maintenance:
of hi-tech equipment like X-ray:
machine, check-in system, dose cir- :
cuit recorder, conveyor system, the :
smoke detector, the hydrant system :
and the apron. I can even saythe cost :
is lower compared to standard" :

It could be recalled that the :
terminal was commissioned on :
April 7, 2007 by the then Presi- :
dent Olusegun Obasanjo. :

Presently, the airlines oper- :
ating from our terminal include :
Aero, Afrijet, Bellview, Chan- :
changi, Capital, Dana, IRS and :
Virgin Nigeria. :·

being N2, 300 rorrghly has been
approved.

He said: "It takes know-how
of the airport industry to oper­
ate an airport. It takes dedication
from the people who are doing it.
It takes appropriate management
in the facility departments to send
the people to the right places:'

Van Elk added that operating
airport requires a lot of money
"This is a lot of money. It is not
being paid by the N350 Passen­
ger Service Charge, PSC that has
been on for ages. That is why we
are going to increase the charge as
from l st of Iune this year, 2009 to
keep in line with what we need to
cover"

He added; "We have sought
approval from the federal govern­
ment to increase the charge to $15

AS the newly built domestic ter­
minal Z of the Murtala Muham­
mad Airport entered the second
year of operation, the federal
government has approved $15
(about N2, 300) airport Passen­
ger Service Charge, PSC which is
currently N350.

The increase is expected
tocome into effect from June 1,
2009 at the MMA2, Lagos with
Nl , 000 to be charged for now.

According to the managing
director of Bi-Courtney Avia­
tion Services, operator ofMMA2
Mr Alex Van Elk the terminal
operators have sought approval
from the federal government
to increase the charges and $15

Stories from Nahimah Ajikanle
Nurudeen, Lagos

FG approves $1S
PSCforMMA2
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3,025,8570.70
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549,783

SECTOR TOlal54,686.00

ECOBANK TRANSNAT. INC4,686.001,100

THE FOREIGN LISTINGS

SECTOR Totals103,235,850.757,380.418

UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PlC79,731.0827.878

T.EXTILfS98.519.01120,709

SECTOR Totals165,]43.5010,150

ASSO<;IATED BUS COMPANY PlC 165,719,806.5440,184

.oao TRAN!i:PORTAT10N293,555,8213,3S2

SECTOR Totals4,218,557.481.187.420

UACN PROf'ERTY DEV. CO. IIlC7.830,565.52502.228

REAL ESTATE78.470.520.254,732.430

HeTDR Totals4,782.n'UiQ5'7.67$

UNIVERSITY PRES~ PlC1,29l.72',OS1]7,777

PRINTING. PUBLISHING19.820.0014.000

SECtOR Totilh151.974.900.61:;

TOTAL NIGERIA PlC

OANDO PlCS1.3H.602],640

M081l OIL NIGERIA PlC26,800,0020.000

ETERNA all IIIGAS PLC14.SH.603,840

CONOll PlC

CHEVRON Oil NIGERIA PLC2.438.293.01

AFRICAN PETROLEUM Ple.529,398.671,053,339

1.207,735

PETROLEUM(MARKETING}1,587,937.6271,934

SECTOR Tot~ls370.956.7282.462

POLY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PlC

NAMPAK NIGERIA PlC29,159,651.833,611.897

NIG. BAG MAN. COMPANY PlC6,417.418.37758,278

PACKAGING6,077,668.18197,929

SECTOR Totah847.968.501,694,657

ROYAL EXCHANGE PlC15,782,487.98955,753

DEAP CAPITAL MAN.T & TRUST PlC 234,108.805,280

CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC

OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS492,588.70312,539

SECTOR rerats294,557.0041,900

UNION HOMES SAVINGS & LOANS PLC47228.90109

ASO SAVINGS AND LOANO PlC197,802.80270,5]0

MORTGAGE COMPANIES

SECTOR Totals1.593.355.00800,500

DAAR COMMUNICATIONS PlC1,592,000.00800,000

MEDIA1,355.00soo
SECTOR Total5

JAPAUL OIL 8. MARITIME SERVoPlC 252181,026.6813.306

MARITIME4.947.681,712

SECTOR Totals130,815.004,050

C&I LEASING PLC45.264.007,544

LEASING

SECTOR Totals84,273,567.895,266.874

tNT/CONTI. WAPIC INSU. PlC76.225,666.744,341,846

UNJVERSAllNSURANCE CO. PlC803,933.20115,800

UNJC INSURANCE PLC.954,027.2643,582

STANDARD ALLIANCE INS. PlC6,289,940.69767,646

STACO INSURANCE PlC

SOVI:REIGN TRUST INSURANCE PlC 457,908,700.n1,817,]9.8

PRF.STIGE ASSURANCI: PlC

OASIS INSURANCE PlC

REGENCY ALLIANCE INS. CO. PlC

12,170.304,94

',61e,600,60

44,119.79'1,761,130,596

NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC

N.E.M.1NSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PlC 516S~,403,125.4189.270.366

59.040.0]1.994.003.709

LINKAGE ASSURANCE PlC

MUTUAL '8ENEfITS ASSURANCE PLC 31

4,926.212.462,105.219

LAW UNION AND ROCK INS. Ple.1.102.298.74790,165

lASACO ASSURANCE He.21.379,502.381,919,750

INT. ENERGY INSURANCE CO. PLC 2228,418.171.083,298,411.

INVEST. AND ALLIED ASS. PlC 102,948,191'i.071,910,120

CONSOLIDATED HALLMARK INS. PLC 7907,284.'~5162.305

GuiNEA INSURANCE PLC.70.437.530.9817,296,263

GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC22.842.·385.384.406,930

GREAT NIG. INSURANCE CO. PlC29.462,012.034,379.146

EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC25,408,154.543.281.580

CUSTODIAN AND AllrED INSURANCE n.c4,116.545.967.54,S49

CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PlC.78,408,949.267.466,417

CONTINENTAL REINSURANCE PLC6,913.561.752,934,677

AIICO INSURANCE PLe.200,620,824.0513,450,989

INSURANCE7,562,652.703,23-3,575

SECTOR Totals42,786.660.657,856,103

5TARCOMMS PlC994.453.3235,567

MA55 TEl. INNOVATION NIG. PLC19.416,898.054,270.235

CHAMS NIGERIA PlC1.933,765.H3S8.415

INFOMATION. COM. &r TelECOMMUNICATION25,766,')33.145,278.235

SE.CTOR Tot~l$

VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC1,247.460.301,762,069

FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PlC390.530.8052,210

B. O. C. GASES NIGERIA PLe8S6.929.501.709,859

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS

SECTOR Totats4,833,686.69570,856

IKEJA HOTEl PlC2.S22,779.64340,915

CAPITAL HOTEL PLC2.310.907.05229,941

HOTel & TOURISM

SEClOR rcrets1,609.214.461.447,567

UNION DIAG. & CLINICAL SERVoPLC 2394.500.0018,000

449,82418.18

NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PlC362,024.46287,321

1,089,658,359.52

4,636,140.48

4,636,740.48

62,821.50

62,821.50

207.500.00

207,500.00

2.093.279.00

2,093.279.00

20,182,.110

10.182.40

"'1,743,991.39

8,791,706.32

, 1,889,686.79

1,520.585.60

450.868.32

179,410.8]

759,543.00

18,146,190.53

1.025,020.85

5,170.00

1,102.50

1,018.748.35

2,957,137.58

2,915.400.00

7:880.00

33,857.58

4,143,854.39

1,003,906,90

3,139,947.49

251,762.58

251,762,58

•
28.364,136.49

28.364,136.49

2,668,083.60

2,668,083.60

21,330,089.05

1,106,162.25

435.528.36

933,570.00

1,705.672.85

258.030.00

310,163.05

700,750.00

1,314,272.67

114319.80

1.167.363.48

1.098.867.09

1,029,603.80

10.181.50

6,150,00

1,213,979.34

1,701,621.76

4S1,214.50

195,9912.22

MAY s, BAKER NIGERIA PLC.1,152.690.001.142,246

GlAXOSMlTHKUNE CONS. NIG. PlC 21

357,160.00

527,725.50

409,750.00

3,280.00

96,200.00

10,0342.53

FID50N HEAUHCARE PLC393,635 S,443,971.05
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EKOCORP PlCValue of Shares (N)

5,443,972.05393,635

QuantitY Traded

1,100
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22.00
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A.OJ
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2.21
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22.75
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0.52

16.80

6.79

7.39

2.11
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1.99

2.85

3.04

34.00

6.31.

17.50

7.00

22.00

8.19

n.05
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'0.:i1

14.70

2.34

1.44

11.36

8.70
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4.02

5.34

6.81

7.78

5.60
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2.44
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Quotation{N)N()of Deats

HEALTHCARE

SECTOR Totals

lENNARDS NIGERIA. Ple.

FOOTWEAR

SECTOR Totals

UTC NIGERIA PlC

TANTALIZERS PLC

N/NIG. FLOUR MILLS PlC

NESTlE NIGEAIA PLC

NIG. SOTTLING CO. PlC

NAT. SALT CO. NIG. ere

FLOUR MILD NIGUIA IILC

DANGotE SUGAR REF. f'LC

DANcon fLovn MILLS PlC

CAOBURY NIGfRIA PLC

DIGTREATPLC

7'U" BOTTLINGco. ere

'OODitEY. nO.ACCO

~I=_CTOIl Tobl$

NIG. WIRE AND CAIIL!; PLe.

CUTIX PLC

(NG. Tf.CHNOL06Y

SECTOA Tgl4h

MULTIYER5E RES, PlC

J/BERGER NIGERIA PLC

COSTAIN (WA) PLC

CONSTRUCTION

UNILEYER NIGERIA PLC

SEtTOR Totals

UAC OF NIGERIA PLC

TRANSNAT.CORP.OFNIG.PlC

PZ CUSSONS NIGERIA PlC

A. G. lEVENTIS (NIG.J PLC

CONGLOMERATES

SECTOR Iotels

TRIPPLE GEE AND CO. PLC

THOMAS WYATT PlC

OMATEK VENTURES PlC

COMP." OFFICE EQUIP.

SECTOR rorars
REO STAR EXPRESS PlC

COURTVlllE INVEST. PlC

COMMERCIAL/SERVICES

SECTOR totals

I. P.W.A.PLC

CHEM. s ALLIED PROD. PlC

BERGER PAINTS NIG. PlC

CHEMICAL" PAINTS

SECTOR Totals

lAfARGE WAPCO PlC

c. CO. OF NORTH NIG. PlC

BENUE CEMENT CO. PlC

ASHAKA CEMENT PlC

BUILDING MATERIALS

NIGI;RIAN RRfWfIHf!) PLC

INT. 9RI=_WJ;IH~~ PlC

GUINNg:\; NIGERIA PlC

.KI!WIHUU

SECTOR TOUI~

ZENITH BANK PlC

WEMA BANK PlC

UNITY8AHK PlC

U.BANKFOR AffHCII PLC.

UNION BANK Of NIO. rLC

SPRING BANK PLC

STERLING 8t\NK PLC

SKYE BANK PlC.

BANK PHB PlC

OCEANl( BANI( INT. PlC

INT. BANK PlC.

STANSle IBTC BANK PlC

GTBANK PlC

FIRST INLAND BANK PLC

FIRST BANK os NIG. PlC

!=IDElITV BANI( PlC

1=1RSTCITY MON. BANK Ple

ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC

DIAMOND BANK PlC

AFRr!!.ANK NIGERIA PlC

ACCESS BANK PlC

BANKING

SECTOR Totals

R.T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PlC

DUNLOP NIGERIA PlC

AUTOMOBilE & TYRE

SECTOR Totals

NrG. AV. HANDliNG CO. PLC

AIRLINE SERV & lOG. PLC

AIR SERVICES

SECTOR Totals

PRESCO PlC

LIVESTOCK FEEDS PlC

FTN COCOA PROe. PlC

AGRICULTURE

sectcr rctets

Company Name

24,181.94CAPITAL Oil PLC

1.043.46

Stock Market ReportBusiness
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MANAGEMENT
.~

5. Bids will be publicly opened on 1at June, 2009 at
10.00am. at the College cafeteria, NCAT Zaria in the
presence of bidders or their representative who chose
to attend.

All submissions must reach the above address not
later than t" June, 2009 at 10.00a.m. Electronics bids
shall not be accepted and bids received after the
deadline shall be rejected.

The Secretary
Procurement Planning Committee, .

Nigerian College of Aviation Technology
PMB 1031, Zaria Aerodrome

Kaduna State

4. Duly Completed bid documents should be
submitted In an envelope, sealed and marked
"TENDER FOR < (Indicate the project title)"
at the left hand corner of the envelope and addressed
to:

3. Interested reputable construction companies are
requested to obtain complete set tender documents
during office hours (8.00am to 16.00p.m.) as from
Monday, 20th April, 2009 upon payment of the
applicable tender fee. Interested tenderers may also
obtain further information from address below.

I

2. Tendering shall be conducted through the National
Competitive bidding (NCB) procedures specified in
the Procurement Act 2007 and IS opened to all
tenderers.

2 Construction of NCAT
Central Store Zaria

3% of bid 30,000.00
price

3% of bid 30,000.00
price

1 Construction and NCAT
furnishing Zaria
of Classrooms

BID TENDER
SECURITY FEE# ~

SIN PROJECT TITLE LOCATION

The College intends to undertake the under-listed
projects as part of its year 2009 budget and hereby
invites reputable contractors to tenderforthe projects.

>

INVITATION TO TENDER

.... ., ........." .

Please note that this is not an invitation to tender as only short-listed
catering companies would be invited to tender.

Signed:
MANAGEMENT

All submissions should reach the above not later than tt" May,
2009 at 16.00 p.rn.

The Secretary,
Procurement Planning Committee,

Nigerian College of Aviation Technology,
P.M.B. 1031, Zaria Aerodrome,

Kaduna State.

SUBMISSION
The completed documents in hard copy should be enclosed in an
envelope, sealed and marked "REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST FOR THE PROVISION OF CATERING SERVICES"
and addressed to:

SCOPE OF WORK/SERVICES
The caterer/catering company will be required to provide the
following services:
i. Procurement of raw materials and preparation of quality

meals.
Ii. Maintenance of kitchen equipment and furniture and fittings.
iii. Serving of three (3) meals per day (Break-Fast, Lunch and

Dinner) plus snacks,'
iv. Other catering services as may be required from time to

time.
ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS
All Expression of interest shall include:
i. Detailed company profile including registered address, name,

functional telephone and fax Nos. and email address (es) of the
company.

ii. Name, address (es), qualifications and experiences of key
personnel. Attach copies of certificates.

iii. Certificate of Incorporation, Memorandum and Articles of
Association.

lv. Veritable Evidence ofprovision of catering services within the
last five (5) years, (2004 -/2008) in similar lnstttunoc/orparuzanon
or restaurants.Attach copies of letters of offer.

v. Reference from a reputable bank stating the financial ability to
carry out such services.

vi. Audited company's statement of accounts and tax clearance for
at least three (3) years (2006 - 2008).

vii. Evidence of access to equipment and resources required to be
deployed for the services. Please provide list of catering
equipment available.

The College now wishes to request for expression of interest from
suitably qualified caterers/catering companies with not less than five
(5) years relevant catering services experience.

The Nigerian College of Aviation Technology,Zaria is an approved
Aviation Training Institution located in Zaria, Kaduna State.The
College Trains Pilots, Aircraft Maintenance Engineers,Aeronautical
Telecommunication Engineers, Air Traffic Controllers and other
specialists for the aviation industry.

The College has a cafeteria where it serves meals for an average of
350 students daily. Thus, the College wishes to engage the services
of an independent caterer to run the College cafeteria for a period of
two (2) years renewable based on satisfactory performance.

REQUEST FOR. EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE
PROVISION OF CATERING SERVICES

KADUNA STATE
PMB 1031,Zaria Aerodrome

Kaduna State
PMB 1031, ZARIA AERODROME

NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF AVIATION TECHNOLOGY ZARIA NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF AVIATION TECHNOLOGY ZARIA
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Solution to Puzzle No 52
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Apollo
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Golden
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53

FIND & CIRCLEJUMBO puzzles are solved
by finding all the hidden words in the dia­
gram. The words are always in a straight line
and may read up, down, forward, backward,
or diagonally._Crossaword off your list once
you have circled it. Many words will overlap. ,

FIND. CIRCLE
JUMB'O

Sign Language

- 5 -j 6 g:
- -

6 4 73 2 1
~J.CI"""'''''''"'''"'''''''''' -4 8 5 -

6' 2 3 5- ,

1 7 6
4 \ 9 7 1

6 '1 8
4 9 1 6 7 3

5 3 9

Puzzles
Sudoku puzzle
THE Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up
of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The numbers already
present within the puzzle are "given"-these are there to start
you off. The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty
cells: Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, column and
region of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must con­
tain just one instance of each number, 1-9.

64
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A truck towing a gas plant broke
down on Ikorodu road, Lagos"
causing a traffic jam, one cif
many headaches of GOY Baba­
tunde Fashola

downstream communities. So far
nothing has changed to make us
believe that those outcomes are
not likely"

The senator said downstream
communities in Yobe, Borno,
Jigawa and some parts of Bauchi
states are bound to be adversely
affected by construction of the
dam.

downstream of the river add­
ing "Our grounds of objection
to the construction of the dam
are predicated on solid empirical
evidence:' While sustaining his
objection to construction of the
dam Senator Lawan said, "There
are abundant research outcomes
that clearly show on the attendant
repercussions of the dam on the

State and is yet to visit the down­
stream of the river, it will be pre­
mature to make a conclusive and
definite statement about the situ­
ation of the proposed dam:'

Senator Lawan insists that the
construction of Kafin Zaki dam
portends great danger to the exist­
ence and economy of millions of
people living in communities

heGurara dam, Bwari AreaCouncil, Abuja

THE Kwara State House of Assembly has concluded deliberations on
the report of the House Committee on Lands and Housing on the pro­
posed State Housing Corporation Bill.

The proposed bill, which was forwarded by the state governor, Dr
Abubakar Bukola Saraki, was seeking for a legal framework to establish
an agency that would be responsible for the provision of decent and
affordable housing to the people.

Speaking shortly after the consideration of the report, the Speaker,
Alhaji Babatunde Mohammed, directed the clerk of the House, Mr. Job
Afolayan, to prepare ground for the third reading of the bill.

In a related development, the chairman, House Committee on Edu­
cation, Science and Technology, Alhaji Suleiman Sunaboro Idris, pre­
sented an interim report on the petition written by one Kadri Raheem
Taiwo, titled "petition against the non-release of eighteen (18) years old
academic certificate by the State College of Education, Oro.

According to him, "the motive was to intimate the lawmakers on
how far his committee had gone on the assignment:'

Kwara.Assembly
deliberateson Housing
Estate Agency bill
From Mustafa Abuba'kar, lIorin

Reacting to a report that the
Chairman of the Senate panel,
Senator Audu Idris Umar (PDP,
Gombe Central) has during a
visit to the dam site endorsed the
construction, Senator Lawan said
the committee has to pay similar
visits to all downstream users of
the Iamaare River before taking a
stand. According to him, "Since
the committee has visited Bauchi

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

SENATOR Ahmad Ibrahim
Lawan (ANPP, Yobe North) has
called on the Senate Ad-Hoc
Committee on Food Crisis to con­
duct extensive investigation into
the viability of the proposed Kafin
Zaki Dam in Bauchi State before
presenting its recommendation to
the Senate.
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the bench to pull one
back on 64 minutes forI
Iuve, who had substitute
Mauro Carnoranesi sent
off in the dosing stages
when he protested after
being booked.

The exit came in a dif­
ficult week for Juventus
with the storm caused
by the racist chants their
fans directed at Inter
Milan's Mario Balotelli
last weekend.

It left them with little
hope ofwinning a trophy
this season.

LaZio reached the
Italian Cup fmal
when they beat

Iuventus 2-1 in Turin for
a 4-2 aggregate win in the
semis last night.

Argentine forward
Mauro Zarate curled a
splendid right-foot shot
into the corner in the
38th minute and Serb
full back Aleksandar
Kolarov doubled the lead
with a deflected strike in
the 52nd.

Captain Alessan-
dro Del Piero came off

lazio see off Juve

•

/'

Manchester United go back to the top of the
English Premier League by beating Port­
smouth and Chelsea are held by Everton.

Goals from Wayne Rooney (9th minute) and
MichaeI Carrick (82nd minute) was all Alex Fergu­
son's side needed to ensure a 2-0 victory and reclaim
the top spot.

Elsewhere in London, it was a barren draw
between the two FACup finalists, Chelsea and Ever­
ton as both teams failed to utilise several scoring
opportunities.

Man U beat Pompey, Chelse~held .

people was the rejection of the PDP way of doing things in
2007. But what was most fascinating was the content of his
letter of resignation from the ANPP published by DAILY
TRUST of April 14, 2009. That letter reflects everything
wrong with Nigerian politics: its soulless lack of principles,
the prebendalist proclivities and the pettiness! The issues
were about the sharing of offices as loot of war; petty jeal­
ousies and rivalries and such vain assertions about "utter
disrespect and disregard to my person:'

Yuguda's letter allows us to see the inner workings of
the Nigerian political system and why it carries the DNA
of failure. The parties are merely vehicles for the sharing

of the spoils of office while the
Nigerian people are.far from
the locus of -concern. Take
the ANPP that Isa Yuguda
dumped, for example; it is a
party that is serially abused by
agents of the PDP to ensure
that it can never become a
meaningful platform of alter­
native politics. For the roles
they play, they earn a commis­
sion of jobs for themselves, as
we sawwith Sa'idu Kumo or for
their children, as Edwin Ume
Ezeoke arranged for his son.
Yugudas letter underlined the
"party's leadership inability to
resolve conflict and ensure jus­
tice and equity among mem­
bers" and is one of the reasons
for the hemorrhaging of mem­
bership. The ANPP resembles
a roofless bus stop on a very
rainy night; whoever stays out
there is soaked wet!

Significantly, the PDP also
held its much anticipated
national convention on Mon­
day. There was no earth-shak­
ing development, since the
decision to take away Obas­
anjo's monopoly of the BOT
chairmanship has long been in
the works. Inthe end, Umaru
Yar'adua took control and has
positioned the vote-rigging
contraption for 2011, despite
his demand that party mem­
bers should stop politicking.
The fieldwillbe abandoned for
more clandestine schemings,
since it is in the smoke-filled
recesses, that the party barons
are most effective. The broth
will cook, no matter what; how

a politician will ask his colleagues to stop.playing politics
is one of the wonders of Yar'adua's stewardship. But it is
all a ruse anyway because 2011 is the only game in town!

The PDP will of course not stop politics where the Ekiti
State re-run is concerned, and that comes up this weekend.
It is the mother of DO- OR-DIE elections for the PDp, with
the distinct possibility of unraveling in the South-West.
They are desperate to "capture" Ekiti by ALLmeans. It is a
very dicey situation even if they deploy soldiers as Speaker
Dimeji Bankole threatened they would because they might
jeopardize the nation's political system. Ifthe PDP does not
want to lose everything eventually, it is in their interest to
allow INEC to conduct decent elections. I am rooting for
Kayode Fayemi; I know he won the last time INEC and
PDP rigged in Segun Oni, in May 2007, and will win again
this weekend!

Igave this page to Malam Abba Kyari last week, because
he had a very important story to tell. Did you read
his well-written piece titled PUBLIC ENLIGHTEN­
MENT NOT MEGA PARTY? It is a very compelling

read. Abba Kyarihas reminded us that some basic assump­
tions being made about Nigerian politics can be and are
dead wrong. He argued that if politics will offer Ii-route
of salvation for the Nigerian people, then patriotic politi­
cians must be prepared to dirty their hands, in a manner of
speaking, by carrying out a patient work of enlightening,
educating and mobilizing the Nigerian people to partici-
pate in their own liberation. .

Besides, it is becoming clearer
that the mega party idea as is being
conceptualized willmost likely be a
clone of the PDP-BIG FOR NOTH­
ING! If there is no ideological plat­
form that mobilizes the Nigerian
people especially along class lines,
and with a national democratic
project of reclaiming Nigena from
the bandit capitalism which has
taken us to despair and left the
country on theverge of failure and
collapse, then itwillmerely be more
of the same.

It is also frightening to note that
politicians like Ahmed Bola Tinubu
in recent days have ratcheted up
their advocacy of a LEGISLATED
two-party system in Nigeria. It is
amazing that those elements who
describe themselves as 'progres­
sives' will continuously hack back
to the political engineering project
of a military dictatorship! Tinubu
and his fellow riders want Nige­
rians to be railroaded into a two­
party arrangement that will allow
two contending cabals of thieves to
alternate the fleecing ofNigeria and
their template is the political party
process of the Babangida regime.
These gentlemen are not demo­
crats really; but we must equally
let them know that the right to an
open, democratic political space
was won by the Nigerian people
and it cannot now be taken away
by those hacking back to the NRC/
SDPdays!.

Dr. Junaid Mohammed's inter­
view With THE GUARDIAN
newspaper of last Tuesday, also
offered very remarkable insights
into the contradictions inherent in
attempting to create a 'mega party'
of strange bed fellows, and led by frankly €xpired politi­
cal Dinosaurs like Chief Anthony Enahoro, who made
the transition from the nationalism of earlier years to the
ridiculous platform of advocating Nigeria's "restructuring"
along ethnic lines! The nut and bolt of the mega party huff­
ing and puffmg is that it has taken the dead-on-arrival trip
to the morgue of Nigerian politics! Yes, Nigeria needs to
build alternative politics, but it must be based on ideas of
liberation. If those who are bunching up in a "mega" fash­
ion want to continue business as usual, just like the PDP,
then they miss the point about what the political imperative
of the moment is'

Isa Yuguda's switch from the ANPP to the PDP was the
worst -kept political secret of recent politics. Of course, the
Bauchi governor has the right to make his choice, but he
probably forgot that the massive support he got from the

Mega party, Yuguda and
all that politics
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