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The former SDP kingph 
Qhd army general is 
detained for what 
everyone else is doing
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nlctO,!10 rnan panel of Inquiry Into the activities of the Nigerian Telecommu- I 
Davu!,0?5- NIJEEl Ac has been set up. The panel headed by Major General I 
refo aJdrnlbew°n(rtd).ls to examine NITEL structure and re-organise and I

rrn the organisation. It Is expected to submit Its report by April 30. I

Jhe ec°nomlc and social unrest anticipated In the wake of the massive I 
Pened IOn °f ,he CFA France ln Franc°Phone Africa has finally hap- I 
on LrQSt Week- thousands of people took to the treets In Senegal In protest I 

Satnst high price hikes, retrenchment, salary cuts and general social and I 
_o^omc miseries. Th© protostors stormed th© presidential palace and I asked for th© resignation of President Abdou Diouf. Scores of people were I 
orderded durlng the Protests 05 the army was called out to restore law and I 

President Douf re-acted to this protest by banning the Islamic move- I 
| nnent, claiming they were the cover the opposition was using for the des- I 
jjQbllsatlon of the country, _________ I

Citizen, January 17,1994

STORY Id'nffi TOMiUBAS I 
k / TUneSir ageiradla antaaUl 

tBne nnoE^Uii /
J Yoruba leaders seek a I 
I loose federaton in a bid to I 
I escape perceived political I 
I domination. But the house I 

-i seems to be divided as I 
'Ji others insist that the issue Is I 
11 that of good governance I 

Page 10 |
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I Lion. It stoically bore a blow not delivered to It. 
lit monopolised the pain and was left licking its 
Iwound alone.

The annulment of the June 12 election
I began as a very sad. painful and unfortunate 
llincldent for the whole country but was turned | struggle-

into a lamentation of tribal jingoism by Yorubas.
But perhaps there is nothing easier for a 

people haunted by the specter of northern. 
Hausa-Fulani, and now even Caliphate, domi­
nation to see nothing but the hands of this 
monster they have themselves created in 
whatever calamity befalls them.

June 12 remains a watershed that unfortu­
nately. but incorrectly, validates and rein­
forces the Yoruba persecution complex. It was- 
as if they were looking for something tragic to 
set them apart; but instead of getting some-
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thing autneo.— .' and ethnically their own 
they stole June 12 from the new Nigerlans who. forgetting all the indices ofdivisiOri eave' 
MKO Abiola their mandate. ' 6

I It was only after this master!
I that many people began to see
I service done to Jhe unity

_ '-r those who 
md by those who t-..-ded in providing wl

is false. '
for non-'
what

*uthentically-

■ YORUBAS ARE ANGRY. Yorubas are KQ Ariola tn m< e the grea-d>5 
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country at heart? ft is not people of 
the calibre of Jika that should be 
pointing accusing fingers at those 
who really care for the continued ex­
istence of Nigeria. One section of the 
country should not continue to 
dominate the political affairs of the 
country to the detriment of others. 
The Yoruba people have been known 
to be innocuous, and that has not 
changed up till today butone should 
not fail to state categorically that the 
group is always under oppression 
from the north politically.

’ Prince Tunde Adeyemo 
P.M.B. 520, Ondo 

---------------------------------------------- ©

Danjuma A. Bajoga 
Unimaid, Maiduguri 

--------------------- -------------------- ©
Re: On ‘mother’ of all 

conferences

Inaccuracies
Sir,

We write*in respect of the cover 
story of the January 31 — February 6 
edition of youi magazine titled: 
"Leadership crisis in CD: Tyrants 
As Democrats?"

Constitutional Rights Project, 
CRP, was listed as one of the main 
groups in the Campaign for Democ­
racy, CD. This is incorrect. Although 
CRP and CD share similar objec­
tives of striving, through all legal 
means, to ensure that the rights of 
Nigerians arc respected, that the rule 
of law prevails and that the country 
is fully democratised in line with 
internationally accepted standards, 
Constitutional Rights Project docs 
not belong to the Campaign for 
Democracy and this was emphati­
cally told to your senior staff corre­
spondent, Mr. Akinyclc Alukowhcn 
he came for an interview in CRP 
offices.

Your other assertion that human 
rights groups in Nigeria receive 
secret foreign funding is false and a 
figment of your reporter's imagina­
tion and must be dismissed as such.

• The current misunderstanding in 
the CD is unfortunate, taking into 
consideration the historic role that 
CD, CRP, the mass media and other 
pro-democracy organisations played 
in bringing to an end the despotic 
rule of erstwhile dictator General 
Ibrahim Babangida.

More unfortunate, however, is 
the slant of your story which ap­
peared to be a celebration of the mis­
understanding in CD.

We must not let the CD misun­
derstanding detract us from the 
larger and more difficult task of 
ensuring that the nation is brought 
back on the path of democracy. All 
of us including the press of which 
you arc a prominent member, owe it 
a du ty to take all necessary steps that 
would make the military retreat to 
the barracks forever.

BabatundeOlugboji
Constitutinal Rights Project, Lagos

LETTERS™
Letter to fineadl state
Sir,

We are faced with a seeming po­
litical cul-de-sac;social and economic 
problems. With such a scenario, one 
can rightly call for a mighty rescue 
operation if this country is to sur­
vive. Surely we have endured a lot; 
courtesy of our leaders.

Your excellency, 1 urge you to 
look and study carefully into the 
past with the eyes of wisdom and 
experience, using the best of our 
human and material resources, to 
find the causes and effects of the 
political and socio-economic disease 
afflicting us as a nation before prof­
fering any solutions.

Equally disgusting is the frequent 
meddling with our economic blue­
prints by th^. so-called international 
financial experts in their bid to 'help' 
us achieve the much needed eco­
nomic security, which from histori­
cal records, offered us nothing more 
than the plausible theoretical pack­
aging.

Another thing worth mention are 
the probes into NNPC,*CBN, NEPA, 
NITEL, the Customs, judiciary, and 
the five ex-acting administrators for 
financial misappropriation and other 
crimes. This is qui te commendable if 
executed with the sincerest of pur­
pose.

S.O.S. to Col. Emerin
Sir,

I wish to bring to your notice the 
critical condition being faced by 
Niger State students of tatiary insti- 
tutionsat home and abroad. Indeed, 
it is quite disheartening that since 
1992and 1993acadcmicsessionsour 
claims and other entitlement have 
not been paid

On behalf of all Niger State stu­
dents we are wishing you God s 
guidance and a successful tenure in 
office.

Sir,
This is to draw the attention of 

every right thinking Nigerian to the 
insinuations of Abubakar Jika on 
the topic above in your edition of 
January 31-February 6,1994 (Vol 5 
No. 5).

The first question that one needs 
toaskJikais"Whoisafraidofwhat"? 
If every sane Nigerian should be 
clamouring for a national confer­
ence, are they not having the inter­
ests and the corporate existence of 
Nigeria as a single united and virile

Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed double space and 
addressed to Letters Pago, Citizen, G.l 1 Unguwar Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna. The Editor reserves the nght to cd it, publish or reject all letters.

Citizen, February 21,1994

Jibrin Moh'd Ibn (Smart) 
ABU, Zaria 

----------------------------------------------© 
Re: Kaduna Book. Fair
Sir,

I am an avid reader of books and 
your weekly newsmagazine When 
I saw the classified advert on the 
Kaduna Book Fair in your January 
17-23 issue, I was ecstatic. I was, 
however, disappointed. The Book 
Fair according to your advert was 
scheduled for January 15-25. I was 
in Kaduna (travelling from Kano) 
on Saturday January 22,1994 only to 
be informed that the fair was sched­
uled for January 25-29.

1 believe your regular readers de­
serve an apology from you.

Amina Ado 
66 Wudilawa, Kano

We apologise for the error.
Editor
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Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia, 
NPFL, and the Liberia Peace Council, caus­
ing thousands to flee to Buchanan. Forty 
thousand more were forced from their 
homes.

The commander may be new to this vi­
cious cycle of broken promises which has

Citizen, February 21,199-

I West and its .
s the date for the proposedII / Constitutional Conference draws

■ Ah near the positions taken are becom-
■ ing clearer. On February 9, the Yorubas 
E submitted a memorandum to the National 
11 Constitutional Conference Commission de-
■ tailing the position of the tribe.
■ According to this memorandum, the con-■ ference must table, indeed take off from 
E June 12 and affirm its "sanctity". Fine. But
■ what does that mean? Nobody says; and all
■ those who take this position usually stop
■ there with calculated vagueness, as
■ June 12 is some opportunity for creating p^r'
■ manent tension with no possible resolution.
■ In the circumstance affirming the "sanc-
■ tity" of June 12 can only mean two things
■ crying over spilt milk and other opportuni­
fl ties which is what we have been doing these 
H past eight months, or swearing in Bashorun
■ Abiola, which is probably impossible. Eve- 
fl rybody agreed it was unfortunate the annul-
■ ment took place but the nation is bred of I being reminded about it everyday, espe-
■ cially by people who have gleefully glossed 1 over acts of injustice.
■ But June 12 is not the only worrisome
■ agenda -in the Yoruba Fqcus. The western I mindset is tired of what it says is domination 
I of the nation's politics by the north. It wants 
1 unimpeded access to power guaranteed. If 
I true, these are desirable things. Unfortunately 
I if we want democracy we must recognise the 
1 accepted impediments along the way—you 
1 must get the bigger numbers or play the 
| correct politics. And it is not helpful to pre- i 
I tend that its own dominance in the economic 
| and bureaucratic fields is of no consequence.

Ifwearetocreateapolitythatendureswe I

Time to get out
COMOG field commander, Nige­ls ria's Major General John Inienger,

said on January 22 that never in the history of the crisis in Liberia had all the 
parties come so close to achieving peace.

To prove him wrong, just a month later, 
fresh fighting broke out between Charles

nt that every section of the country 
mustaccePo deniand and protect. And the 
has rights jtse]f why it desperatc|y 
west musfor itse)f but resents othert- 
wants po C)rnc Yoruba leaders liken presi- 
right t°"y wer to merchants in the market, 
dential po that the power to allocate has 
and comp ^ntjnues to monopolised. If 
been an eSOiutionistostopitnottotry 
this isf11 . And if this is how theyseeitjt 
torep"d unfortunate.
is indee on(, from the wesf has yet

^rtpd and particularly due to thean- 
been ele june 12 c|ectjori/ frustration 
nU^the political process has boiled over 
'jh n channelled into demands for con- 
fnderation. A looser federation, perhaps;but 
fe°e f deration is invitation to dismember- 
3 COIt Conventional wisdom teaches that 
nien e too diverse for a unitary government 
"X slippery to go confederal.

Something that is most unhelpful in the 
ttitude of Yoruba leaders, and which be­

came more obvious after their recent meet­
ing is their single-minded desire to isolate 
the north politically. This is not new in any 
case- it sounds every inch a restatement of 
the traditional political culture of the south­
west. Instead of advancing, the south-west 
is more interested in isolating the north. Itis

I bound to fail as it has in the past. And they 
should be careful lest in trying to isolate the 
north, the Yorubas only succeed in further 
isolating themselves.

While it is good for each section of the 
country to fight for its rights we must fight 
for what is clear, reasonable and possible, 
otherwise we may defeat ourselves.
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If they really wanted to stop the Serbs they 
could havedone what they aredoingnow two 
years ago.

But what they did two years ago was to 
close their eyes as the Serbs killed and cleared 
muslims from the land. To make matters worse 
they imposed an arms embargo on the region. 
This in effect only deprived muslims of the 
means of getting weaponry while the Serbs 
were being armed by Yugoslavia and Russia.

Ending the carnage now will not be diffi- 
cult for the West because it has got the guns. 
What is more difficult is instilling a just ar­
rangement in the beleaguered land. For peace 
to hold theSerbsmustsurrender the land they 
took by force. If the West is serious about 
peace, let it force them. Unless they do, the 
Bosnian conflict will be fought in future — 
perhaps more ferociously.

deprivc^T/^^^^ -

ECO&?raI peace for four year! 
"maintai ls ’h Lik^e.r aJso reaffirmed that 
N'geria h peace " Tv a'not *° fight- but t0 
taininE\rs '°st J^scuriousgiventhat

Wehadepeaceor ral soldiers in main'

USriL °Utorvveu that we either hlt hard 
^ld >n Vie^ould likely end upas the 
rheargum

thpthec0nstitxitiof°\interventi°n had hinged 
hir|Centreof our faPrincipleof Africa being 
Ck2recedcnts > policy and as such 
nenM5 Tayl°r toa'lo'vin8 gangsters like 
nent depOsi t0 roam the African conti- 
, Jh e Principi°Overn,nents at will.
What started n ? SOund, but at what price? 
hon to restorpUt aSa short, surgical opera- 
Countrysoonh Sanity to that unfortunate 
tary operatio> rned int° a full-blown mih- 
N'goria alone' Wlth n-500 soldiers from

Our first
w>thoutconrl JStaye was to have gone in 
groundwork j ngthenecessary diplomatic 
about the r °e^ectively control and bring 
idlyaspOsJu? Ution of ^e conflict as rap­
ing ground! e’ T°day, only more contend- 
is more lib aveernerged and law and order 
totting banay tO be in the hands of gun-

---- -—^1-had not been established. _—I-------

7TT\| hanks to the immediacy of televi-
■ sion coverage, the latest savagery 

l exhibited by Serbian gunmen in the
rrendous massacre of muslims in Sara- 

u;V° haS finally pricked the conscience of 
Western nations. Last week NATO forces 
gave the Serbs an ultimatum to hand over 
heavy weapons or withdraw them at least 
20 kilometres from the besieged city.

If this is a serious and sincere attempt to 
bring peace to Bosnia it should be com­
mended. Something good arriving late is 
still good, especially if it is to stop genocide, 
even if belatedly. But the past conduct of 
Western nations over this conflict does not 
give much cause for hope. The same nations 
scrambling to be seen as the saviours of 
muslims today deliberately aided and abet- 
tcd their wholesale slaughter and eviction^

Citizen. February 21, 1994

thenlnterim National Government 
Hr Chief Ernest Shonekan had promised 

Un t Ni£eria was Pullin& out its soldiers from 
^a -a That policy has apparently been re- 

rsed Indeed, what we have is fresh military 

bul1Obvious that a military solution to the 
•L 1 ian conflict is neither feasible nor desir- 

Ll The three major contenders for power in 
ak e'ria _  NPFL, ULIMO and the interim

ernment of Amos Sawyer, despite the 
nll Accord, are still ateachother's throats, 

C°d since we seem unable to make a clear- 
a'\dcd choice, we have to stop playing an 
ne uccessful Uncle Sam. Nigeria should dis- 
Un aee immediately from Liberia and let the 

sponsored disarmament in Liberia be 
handled by Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya and 
Uganda.

It is all fine to engage in expensive interven- 
■ ns butare we ourselves economically and 

tlOlitically fit to do so especially when the 
Pbiecti ve is ill-defined? We have done our bit, 
let other members of ECOWAS also do their 
bit There are also other serious dangers of 
prolonged involvement. Among others, it has 
created a booming market for gun-running 
not just by soldiers, bu t ci vilians as well. Brib­
ery and corruption have set in within and 
without the armed forces.

In November 1992, wead vised government 
to pull out of Liberia or hit hard and get 
finished with the "peace mission." Neither has 
been achieved. It is time to leave._____
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kinsman, Bashorun Moshood Abi-

_________________________i
I-------- ------------- Oba Sijuade and Oyekan: the case for Yorubas

Citizen, February 21, 1994

rf

I Social Democratic Party, believed 
he won, as a blessing in disguise. 
For as many of them now readily 

I admit, before that historic blunder 
I by the erstwhile President Ibrahim 
I Babangida, they had wallowed in 
I the illusion that the alleged monop­

oly of power by the north was only 
a blackmail employed bya quarrel - 

I some political eh to, which unableto 
explain its unmitigated failure in 
the field of governance, resorted to 
base sentiments. "Now we can see" 
confesses a Lagos prince who was 
also the secretary of a proscribed 
Yoruba cultural group, "that north­
erners indeed wan t to rule forever." 
The prince told Citizen last week

jjjj~jTORY 1 —
^^tional Conference

agenda
the west

V°rub,
to 3 leaders seek a loose federation in a bid 

escape perceived political domination
M,<>sen 'IaVCra8cYoruba- I ------“

I B °*Pan<.„ c'nBabitthcIargc I ola, flagbearer of the proscribed 
^HferriM1„ <>'larld'n south west- ’ ~ "----- u-'■----J
r<7r^’ycs b’7'a-vvhoSavchimhis 
'^C^' Buti?rS' hC‘S ,,kC,-V,° 
a ^Oonnn Y°u cnfluire fur-

I ,, d Bear °d •Bcm for him to sec
cieVlr'>n,hent i U?ly °r bcau,lful h‘s 
hl *■’ '’'Be re^ he.'s likc‘y to excr- 
moSphc'hy ~A?thln a

eZs -,„ 'OUgh God 8avc 
sP<>nd, "J and cars," he may re- 

fOr Vvas June 12 that opened I 
It nnv second hear clearly."d°*cs, J' W(?U be one of the para- I 

I thTh^°r,ans arc now leaving I
Aiders a niany Yorubas and their

I June 23 r° lncrcasinglv seeing the I 
L,993PrcJ’i’nu,ment of 'the June 12, 
r^L^^cn tial election, which their |

it

IE& /_______
Abiola: June 7? it alive 

that he had for long taken tb° talk of 
the north wanting to perp^'.u e its 
political hegemony with indiffcrc 
principally because he felt, that as u 
businessman, "it was the Yoruba's 
political class problem to worry 
about." The grim faced prince, who 
exhibited abundant native intelli­
gence and a clear understanding of 
the political situation in the country, 
said his pre-June 12 indifference to 
politics was informed by his obser­
vation that the Yoruba political lead­
ers who complain about political 
domination were business and so­
cial partners of the very people pre­
sented to his like as the oppressors. 
All that has now changed because as 
the saying goes in Yoruba, "there is 
always a line of distinction between 
the father and the son." Forhii.. and 
many others in the south west, that 
line was sharply drawn on June 12, 
last year. The tragedy, however, is 
not prince's discovery of the line of 
distinction, but his feeling that it is 
no longer possible for the Nigerian 
federation to survive. No doubt, he 
must have taken his cue from other 
notable Yoruba leaders most of 
whom have been vocal against per- 

__  ! ceived domination of the south by 
the north.

Hear Alani Akinrinade, a retired 
lieutenant-general and erstwhile 
chief of defence staff during the four 
year term of Alhaji Shehu Shagari,- 
the only elected president to date: 
"It is the caliphate (north) that is
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cal ul resolution of r“‘Tstu1atnon-mus 
’ to its S *hat has shaken °"’ed 10 ascen‘ 

Nation°rrdahon- By the 
Ce Comnij;°nstituhonal 

H^sto'hcsSrm,^Sc;

] once the people are not .selected, and it is by election, 
i which reflects the thinking and wishes of people once 

people get in there, 1 think those who believe in June 12 
will not bo less than 85 per cent. Certainly the issue is 

l going to be debated.
I Ci t i zen: There is th is saying fastga in ing ground that the

| front the word go, if it were not for what some Yoruba

annulment of 'theJuneT XT’ n° ? ‘hC they made it Yorubas versus
a different case %>?<.'™ ? u Y "'C u°VC Adedibu: Who arc those saymg so? Who are h«e 
acn„.i. ... 8°'n8 thcrc W1,h an saymgthat?Thatisaveryunreasonableargument.The

‘ n ' °f T , C arC 8°‘nS f°r whole country is in a mourning situation in the sense
— countryasa whole, wearegoingto thatwehada free and fair election. A candidate won on

„ ' ......... UIU1 ruieuiuf
Abiola? It is the whole country. But we Yorubas are the 
vicf-irri -----

tention to the fact that, of the nine 
heads of state who have ruled Nigc' 
ria since independence, seven o 
them are of northern extraction.This, 
contended the column, noted for hs 
regular criticism of northern politi­
cal leadership, could not have been 
3 z'~:—'J___o. .ren the stated objee-

i tives of northern leaders to keep 
' political power permanently in the 
north. For the purpose of clarity, 
references were made to late Sheikh 
Abubakar Mahmud Gumi's 1988 
outburst thatnon-muslims can never 

to ascend the nation s
>, and how Al-

‘SSy__
I hail Sh h rni'-,""'”css theanswer | Balogun: confederation is it
I Sudan ofU,v'alan’llhef"rmcrSurta,, I issueisnotthemonopolyofpolitical
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Monvoted, they say it should

Adedibu: That is always the case, but whoever owns a 
case should be more concerned than any sympathizer. 
This is our own issue.
Citizen: Do you believe in a loose confederacy as being 
advocated by some Yorubas?
Adedibu: That is the thinking of the majority of the 
people of this country. We don't want to live in a 
community where some will be treated as slaves and 
others see themselves as more superior than others. The 
country belongs to all of us and if we feel that a group of 
people will associate themselves together to victimise or 
oppress others, well we better part ways. If it is a 
confederation with limited power at the centre and 
strong powers in the regions it is better. It is even easier 
even if it is to completely break with ourselves. Let us do 
it in peace and not in pieces. When we had our inde­
pendence it was on a platter of gold.

By Aluko Akinyele

dren and relatives 
will feel the pinch 
wore than the 
whole community. 
So our own is a 
special case. The 
man whose elec­
tion was annulled 
is a Yoruba man. 
.So we are con- 

. cemed than any 
others. So if they 
alleged that we are 
more concerned, 
whose case do they 

Ssav it should be?

CCten. February 21,1994

jawing and are working round the 
clock to present what they call an 
alternative that will ensure justice 
and fair-play.

The general trend of discourse is 
not whether Nigeria should remain 
a union, byt the mode of its union. 
Between the federal and confederal 
principles many have taken sides. 
The federalists include General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, who said hav­
ing fought a war to keep Nigeria 
one, he would not watch the dis­
memberment of Nigeria. In the clan 
of confederalists who appear to be 
in the majority are Sunday Afolabi, 
and Dotun Philips, Afolatji, Second 
Republic deputy governor of Oyo 
State, proposed a loose federation in 
the hope that it will bring peace and 
sustain the fragile unity of the coun­
try. Philips, a professor and director 
of Nigeria Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, Ibadan, threw 
his weight behind the call for the 
carving out of Nigeria into six au­
tonomous zones. But for Bolaji 
Akinyemi, a former external affairs 
minister, the issue is not the form of 
government but the practice of gov­
ernment. If government is just, he 
reasoned, people will be less con­
cerned about the personnel of gov­
ernment. He opined that the solu­
tion to the present crisis lies in the 
conduct of a free and fair election 
and the acceptance of its results by

real, that Uedive one with
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For instance, said * d Re. 
legislator m the bo thatby the
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from itaf accrued to the north
Social Dp Balogun, a defunct 
d^tial Inocratic Party, SDP, presi­
that thpCariC^^atG once Citizen 
advanta1101^ had used its political 
si°nsint^LtO make valuable incur­
ve Yon°k ,eecon°mic terrain where 
sWay e_.V s Were believed to hold 
of ^ono ^e: 'Poetics is the master 
frols and any°ne who con- 
eco'>om ‘”Cu power controls the 
“lOOnnn L. Me 8ave an example: 
total h “^ders in Abriba whose 
year is °Ver is 200 miUi°o Naira a 
Oriem not^in8 compared to (that of) 
War ai)Wh° supplies military hard-

f 500 million Naira." The 
Balo °r,ce °f February 16expanded 
that S views when it asserted 
Gco 0 north's incursion into the 
erShi°nAiC flcld via its political lead- 
hard?3 ^as become so deep that 
Or- Can a company of southern 
Co obtain a federal government 

n act without a northerner on its 
^rd of directors.
al So^al benefits are said to have 

so gone up north. References are 
,a c *0 bow the principle of federal 
aracter has been used by north­

erners to "displace qualified south- 
^ers in the civil service; and how 

resources being generated in the 
south are being used to develop the 
north.” Despite denials by northern 
eaders that most of these alleged 

advantages are more imagined than



Hamza

or,

^nnir Dan-Ali 

'■up are frus-

s see inter-tribal marriage as one 
way by which Nigerians are getting integrated. How de 
you see that view?
Hamza: Well, that is very good because one of the bes 
ways to avoid disintegration is through inter-triba 
marriage. When an Igbo mam is your in-law there is n 
reason why he will be fighting you unnecessarily. Th 
same thing with the other tribes. So marriage is one i 
the best ways of uniting people, we should encourage.

Citizen, February 21,

COVER STOK'
"group that it submitted a memoran­
dum to the NCCC. The Egbea bipar­
tisan cultural groupmadeupof who 
jS who in Yorubaland is said to have 
met at the Ibadan residence of its 
former chairman Major General 
Adeyinka Adcbayo, on February 3 
to discuss the need to harmonise the 
position of the Yorubas and present 
a common frontat the constitutional 
conference. The meeting which was 
well attended set up a 32 man 
memorandum drafting committee 
under the chairmanship of Sabun 
Biobaku, a professor of history. 
Others in the star studded think­
thank include Olu Falae, Layi Ba- 
logun, Biyi Durojaiye, Cornelius 
Adebayo, General Adeyinka Ade­
bayo, Lt. General Alani Akmrinade, 
Toye Coker, Josiah Olawoyin, 
Wande Abimbola and Abiola 
Elegbede-Fcmandez. The commit-

others.
Hamza: Well, I 
understand 
what you are 
talking about 
but I am talk­
ing in general. 
It is true that 
every section ( 
has its own ■ 
strong point in 
the scheme of I** 
things. All this 
dependson the 
way you look at 
it and who 
looksatit. Such 
feeling of supe­
riority should L 
be eradicated, should not be there. Because it is some-

Z as I said we should look at

12
[every section of the country. 
I One interesting aspect of the 
I debate on the future of the 33 year 
I old crawling adult called Nigeria, in 
I the south west is that while many 
I individuals are rushing to the media 
I with their panacea, the entrenched 
I interest groups, who in the final 
l analysis are expected to decide the 
I matter, are keeping their powder 
I dry. Leaders of such formal groups 
I like the proscribed Egbe Ilosiwaju 
I Yoruba, and the O wo group, a collec- 
I tion of core Awoists, whom Citizen 
I approached last week for their 
I group'sposition declined comments. 
I Ayo Opadokun, a former organis- 
I ing secretary of the defunct Unitv 
I PartyofNigeria,whoisnowapromi- 
I nent member of the O wo group told 
I Citizen that his group has not taken 
I any position yet but promised that 
I as soon as they "complete delibcra-

(Most r'
I Alhaji G.N. Hamza, a philanthropist and I I businessman resident in Lagos in an | 
I interview with our man, Mr—■* ~ I says the advocates of break-t 

trated lots] iri’zen: How do you assess the relationship
If ; between Nigerians of different tribes. Does the 
I w y relationshiptodayshowsignsofgreaterunity 
I (development from the time of independence to date? 
I Hamza: The way I see it is that people are more under- 
I standing and they are more determined to remain as Ni- 
I gerians under one country irrespective of the calls for 
I break-up. Most of the people calling for break-up are
I either frustrated or biased for one reason or the other. Sd
II think there is mutual understanding between Nigeri- 
j ans better than before.
I Citizen:ThereisdlsotheassumptionthattheYorubaman I 
feels superior overtheHausa andIgbo people, theHausa i 
also feels the same thing towards others nf

k in the
, be eradicated/shoul^— -w«*c ming towards others of different thing sectional, g | stock in the same way the Igbo man is assumed to. what unites us. 

J Hamza: Well, here again I think it is people who for Citizen: Some peop 
| some reasons say that. Nigeria is originally divided be- way by which Nigeria 
1 tween Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba and they are categorised 

| according to their sizes. So because of the size whatever 
i you do in Nigeria you have to consider these three major 

•! Citizen: (Cuts in). I am here referring specifically to the 
I advantage enjoyed by each of the three groups and how 
I  ̂promotes that feeling of superiority of one over the

Opadokun: mum is the word 

tions on various issues bejn^ e 
cussed we will go public- 
case of the former, although its e 
while secretary, Prince Babs Oyc 
declined comment, Citizen got ere 
from reliable sources close to m

rentals* —
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suspicion among the ethnic groups 
are the bane of the nation. This it was 
maintained led to the annulment of 
the June 12 election, which it con­
tended- remains the cleanest and 
fairest election in the history of 
Nigeria. The basic solution accord­
ing to sources is the removal of the 
twin vices. For the south west, the 
memorandum asserts that the con­
ference must table, indeed take off 
from June 12 and affirm its sanctity, 
because, as a member of the memo­
randum committee told Citizen, there 
is no way another election can hold 
in Nigeria without the resolution of 
June 12. "It is necessary to demon­
strate thatevery Nigerian hasa right 
to aspire to the leadership of this 
country," he explained.

The Yoruba Focus canvassed for 
a federation of six strong regions 
and a less domineering centre. The

Citizen: It is now 80 years since the northern and 
southern parts of the country were brought together by 
the colonialists and it is over 30 years since Nigeria 
gained her independence yet you still find a disturbing 
level of distrust among the constituent parts. People 
still prefer one of their own at the helm of affairs. What 
do you think is responsible for this?
Hamza: Well, gradually God will assist us to overcome 
such things. But such things are within us and it is not 
only here. I can give you examples. I travel a lot and 
whenever I go out (abroad) I notice that Italians prefer 
Alitalia among other airlines. The same thing for the 
British who prefer their own airline. It is only in Nigeria 
that Nigeria Airways is not preferred by us. And it is not 
because the services of those airlines are better, no. That 
is because we don't respect what is our own. So what is 
going on in the country, 1 mean tribalism or sectional­
ism, it is there. The only way to eradicate it is by educat­
ing people. The government showing that we are one, 
no preferential treatment, then with time and the way 
we are getting more educated, more civilised, such 
things will go down. But it is there even in the United 
States of America which is the most civilised country in 
the world today. Up to now black Americans and white 
Amencans distrust each other. The whites think they 
built the country and the blacks are calling for equality 
and so on. It is not only in Nigeria but here we don't 
know ourselves, we have to get ourselves educated. 
That is why I gave you the Nigeria Airways example. 
Whatever happens your own is your own. It is my hope 
that through education and increased awareness the 
distrust will go.

underlining principle enunciated is 
a coordinate relationship between 
the two levels of government to the 
effect that there is a single independ­
ent authority for the whole area in 
respect of some matters and that 
there arc independent regional au­
thorities for other matters. Each set 
of authorities is to be coordinate and 
not subordinate in their spheres of 
influence. Under this dispensation, 
the federal government is expected 
to retain such items on the exclusive 
list like foreign affairs, international 
trade, defence, monetary policy, dti- 
zenship and judiciary for 
constitutional matters. Cultural is­
sues such as education, health, agri­
culture, religious practices, munici­
pal institutions and residual powers 
are to reside in the regions which are 
expected to have their own police 
and exploit their own economic re-

is one of the best ways to foster unity in Nigeria. 
itizcn: Apart from marriage what other ways do you 
link Nigerians should follow to get themselves further 

integrated?
Hamza: We have to have inter-business relationship 
especially where government is coming in. For example 
through loan disbursement since many people arc look­
ing for loan and so on, or if land is to be allocated for 
commercial use it should be to a group that consists of 
pcoplefrom all the different tribes. That is one way. Also 
in the area of employment, the government should 
ensure (hat this policy is being applied in every working 
place. There should be Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba and other 
tribes all working in the same place. All this will go a 
long way to improve our togetherness.
Citizen .’This concept youjust mentioned, but one stands 
out, that of federal character. You find that it is already 
being applied in admissions, employment, etc. But some 
people are already complaining that it is being abused. 
What do you say to that?
Hamza: Well, if people say that the system is being 
abused, perhaps they do not understand. If there is 
something happening you find that there is a special 
circumstance that leads to that. If for example the gov­
ernment is reappointing ministers or commissioners 
and some states have two candidates while others don t 
have any, this is a special circumstance. But I believe 
government does most things based on the quota sys­
tem specially the police and army etc., they give every 
state a number proportionate to theirsize orpopulation. 
And this has been going oh, where a governor or so tries 
to favour only one section to the detriment of others you 
find that he is called to order.______________________

Citizen, February 21, 1994

COVER STORY
tee which was given the specific 
mandate of producing a south west 
blue print on the future of Nigeria 
had Mrs. Janet Akinrinade and Dele 
Ogedengbe as joint secretaries. Be­
tween February 3-6, the committee 
broke into groups to collate data on 
specific areas and produce a draft 
memorandum for the discussion of 
the general house between Febru­
ary 7 and 8. The divergent views of 
members,Citizen gathered, were put 
together on February 8 and was 
submitted to the NCCC the follow­
ing day. Titled the Yoruba Focus, 
the memorandum highlighted the 
Yoruba's views on June 12, nature of 
union, structure of government, 
revenue allocation, armed forces, 
police and party system. Citizen 
learnt reliably that the memoran­
dum's philosophical assumption is 
that pervasive injustice and mutual
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By Aluko Akinyele

Citizen, February 21, 1994

V°ruba*7Un: QOn 18an8 UP 
Deltas^8 nei&hb°urs in Edo and 
irig of th are routing for a soften-
F°r e Prosent federal structure. 
^atin?!ancc' tbe Movement for 

ll°nal p 
______

ferenc° v^So attended the 1966 con- 
micj^ e held in Lagos as leader of 
pO5ai "StGrn delegation, has a pro- 
south- at *S s’rn^ar to that of the 
Oncoc ^CSL There are slight differ- 
ispr0 Ou&h. For instance the MNR 
sentian°Sln8 cight regions based os-

conf hS 8°ncraI tendency towards 
au.rC Cration notwithstanding, the 
]Ca Ors °f .the Yoruba Focus, Citizen 

nt, are not taking chances. Part

paying their cards c]osc to their chests have opted for a 
cry loose confederacy to nip in the bud once and for all 
c Problems of “Northern domination."

Last week, one of the elders told Citizen in confidence 
at the memorandum submitted to the conference 

commission socks for a return to the regions in a situ­
ation where the states will eventually give way toprov 
£Ces- At the centre will be a head which will only have 

national army/defcnce in its care; aviation and 
communication and foreign relations. Revenue which 
has over the years being a source of disagreement will 
now bo con trolled by the regions. Remunerations will be 
made to the central government on basis of percentage 
earnings by individual regions. In all six regions wore 
listed by the group.

This time around, the west is not acting in isolation. 
Citizen learnt that seasoned politicians have been sec­
onded to mobilise support among the minority groups 
in the north so that the issue will smoothly sail through.

r of the decisions of its February 8 
meeting, a source said, was the set­
ting up of a high powered commit­
tee to make contacts with the other 
regions and explain the south-west's 
position to them.

The committee which was ex­
pected to have hit the road last 
weekend is expected to confront little 
or no difficulty from the southern 
and middle belt states with which 
the south west had some political 
cooperation and understanding two 
years ago under the auspices of 
Council for Unity and Understand­
ing, CUU. What the committee is 
expected to do, Citizen reliably gath­
ered in Lagos at the weekend, is to 
reactivate the structures of the pro­
scribed informal political associa­
tion.

While the contact committee trav­
erses the country in search of allies,

nson: don't gang up 
neighbours in Edo and

the present federal structure.

ire muvww*" i ano^er committee made up ofintel- 
Reformation, led by . |ectuajs and professionals is busy
ahoro, a veteran nation | stock of data to SUpport the

south west's position. The commit­
tee's work includes monitoring the 
claims of other ethnic groups and 
examining their merits. This is said 
to be an expedient measure to 
counter any attempt to blackmail 
their region.

Another group which has put 
forward a proposal on behalf of the 
south west is the council of tradi­
tional rulers from its five states. The 
Obas whose meeting in the House of

Chief S.M. Afolabi,secondrepublic deputy governor 
of Oyo State, though a critic of the way some Yoruba 

’ ’ > cibuut the business of national politics told
Ibadan penultimate week that, "if it will lessen 

A'ky -J—/t we go for a loose federation like the 
t is before 1966 that we had very 

strong regions."
He added further, "Awolowo was doing what he 

liked in the south, Sardauna was doing what he liked in 
the north. If there was any conflict they meet and settle 
it. The question of one dominating the other does not 
even arise." In the words of Alhaji Lamidi Adedibu, die 
stTQrrg-.man of Ibadan politics, "If it is a confederation 
with limited powers at the centre and strong powers in 
the regions it is better. It is even easier even if it is to 
completely break with ourselves, let us do it in peace J. 
and not in pieces."

15
Chiefs in Ibadan, January 31, re­
ceived wide coverage in the media 
had set up a 25 man special commit­
tee, five from each state, to "scruti­
nise, harness and aggregate the rec­
ommendations of their subjects on 
the future of Nigeria." The chair­
man was Oba lyiola Matanmi, the 
Ataoja of Osogbo, Osun State. The 
committee met and reported back to 
the council on February 3 with a set 
of recommendations which formed 
the basis of the memorandum sub­
mitted to the NCCC on February 7. * 
The Obas' memorandum, like the 
Yoruba Focus, Citizen learnt insisted 
on the sanctity of June 12 and recom­
mended a federation of six regions 
among which the presidency of the 
nation will be rota ted. The Obas who 
argued that the corporate existence 
of the country can only be guaran­
teed by "equality of all our citizens" 
advocated for a repudiation of the 
wholesale adoption of foreign po­
litical systems from America and 
Britain. Instead, a three tier parlia­
mentary system of government was 
proposed. This system, the Obas ad­
vised should "reflectour traditional 
culture, our value system and the 
level of our men tai poli tical outlook." 
The blue bloods' 11-page memo 
appears an attempt to retrieve their 
institution from the obscurity the 
practice of modem government had 
consigned it. They said traditional 
rulers should be involved at all lev-

ipublic deputy governor |
o-i a C-Avxx. uie way s 

elders go about the business of national 
Citizen in Iu-J—--
tension, why don't 
pre-military era, that
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that thev on.' v: 
been released

.\'?i -. - -

arrested and

S'.-;S,DPki: 
—‘-ferwhai’

;s nrm." why he was , 
held. ba: a mermen 
cm the press confer- 

, once he held .r dagos or. Tanuaryl? | 
at which he r o: o-. v quosnorod the | 
caixib:l::\ r.nof the Ahacha 
government to he d a constitutional 
conference bin <nd it had better 
not>:a\ .n on iced or. gerthen Decem­
ber 31. A: that press ccr.tcrencc the 
general ofterod that a sovereign I 
na: ona conference in u hid: dec- I 
stons would bo all-embracing, I 
should take the r»lace of the I 
constitutional conference

I he former FF and SDF strong- I 
ntan. had also canvassed for an I

army general is de- 
e else is doing

• prospect impossible.
I As more people streamed in to 

greet the general.The Dan lya and 
the general proceeded to make plans 
for a trip to Yola to condole the 
Turakin Adamawa, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar, a staunch political ally, c 
who had lost his mother. 

Where were you detained? W hy ;-J,l
I was nobody allowed to see you? 

What did you do that warranted 
your arrest and detention? The ques­
tions followed rapidly. General 
Yar'adua told Citizen that only his 
wife was allowed to visit him and 
that was on Tuesday, a day before he 

| was released into the hands of secu­
rity agents who escorted him home 

’ "No one has yet told me why I was 
detained. Now that I have instituted 

■ a court action, they have ample 
• opportunity to tel! me whv 1 was 

1 detained," he said. The Santuravn: 
; Katsina said that when hecontronted 

the authorities at the SSS headquar­
ters in Kaduna to let him see his 
relative he was told that thev were 
under strict orders not to allow any 
contact. IJ

Indeed, the general has taken the 
State Security Service SSSand three 
others to court da   
million Naira tor illegally and un­
constitutionally detaining him 
\ ar adua was picked bv the SSS

2 at his homo 
returning from a

: at its Kaduna 
denied access to any % r.cludm.g a member o: thi* gove 

'cr: ire ;\.i Ma'..

ire. among other* lie became the
■>: ? heavv«eightIv -e xbduIi.iK 

.. e tour-month govern 1 —— —------- _-------------------------- fcbniah 21 •

Tiger by the tail
Tn® rorn\«>- ingpin and <-

-t everyone 
nt house off Sultan Road, 
Kaduna, was, not usually, 
rustling with activity. cars

naC near ■ choked up the parking 
psnpiemilling around or talk-

mx m pmups. One of them was Dr. 
Pamuk -ebnuiamr. In the outer sit- 
-nTicr. a coup! :■ of journalists and 
vve. -wishers. In -.he inner sitting 
nKnr w ere Alhai: Adamu Bello, Dan 
nxer x-muru.a chief executive and 
managing director of Habib Bank, 
Alhai- Abubakar Koko, a retired 
federal permanent secretary and 
another retired .federal permanent 
secretary. the Santurakin Katsina, 
Alhai; M. T. Usman. In the dmmg | 
arcs w rich was partially closed. one i 
could clearly hoar the cheerful ban- I 
:er of women. On the whole, it was a j 
clear reminder of days gone by, or as j 
others would want, days ahead.

Was it a political gathering, a 
family meeting. a wedding or nam­
ing ceremony last Wednesday af­
ternoon xn Kaduna? Weil. it wasr.one 
o: the above, but it had the hall­
marks o: all: it was the Sultan Road 
home ot : ormer Social Demv»cratic 
Tartv SDT. kingpin Shchu Musa 
'iaradua. a retired ma\?r general , 
and a one rime minister o: transport others t * 

I and chief of sta:: supreme head- 
cuarters And all had come to com- <vHisututxonally detamir 

; m.iserate with the general who was \ ar adua was picked up by 
1 released from deter non that mom- on Saturday February 12 at h 
mg. Where was the general? Out- shortly after returning iron j side talking to another visitor abroad and held at its Kad 

t A few minutes later be came m r.ce. He was denied access to. 
i smiling and lokmg ' Why haven 11 m. •i-
xeen veu m a while? The report 
sure that :t we.s a case ot m.staser. 
identity because he was not a tre- 

j quent visitor, answered osang.y mat 
| his being m c.eten no:. nao ma^.e at

^Sandthret 
•p«unga t.'tal
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lminediate suspension of the ban on 
politics to enable Nigerians discuss 
^outstanding national issues with­
out any restriction. Butperhaps the 
m°st irritatirig to the government 
Was his questioning of the credibil­
ity and competence of the military to 
hold theconference comfortably and 
its lack of a clear time table on its 
tenure. "The real problem," he said, 
is not the break-up of Nigeria, it is 

the capacity of this administration 
tomuster enough determination and 
courage to develop the right tem- 
pcrarnentrequired to administer the 
conference" in view of its expected 
fobust nature. The military, which 
ho blamed for the nation's current 
political problems, he said, should 
between June and December, put its 
Political programme in order to 
lrnplement the recommendations to

L J i,
Coomassie: a warning to politicians 

be made by the conference after 
which it should quit in December.

This did not sit well with the 
government, which, to show its dis­
pleasure, bared its teeth 24 hours 
later when it aborted a scheduled 
press conference by the president of 
the outlawed Association for Better 
Nigeria, ABN, Chief Francis Arthur 
Nzenbe who later complained of 
discrimination. Nzeribe had alleged 
that a senior police officer had told 
him that instructions had comefrom 
above to stop his press conference, 
"When I questioned him on the ra­
tionale of this ban on me, in view of 
the fact that 24 hours earlier, my
Citizen, February 21,1994

-T7- n what may signify growing 
■ impatience of the government 

with what it sees as uncon­
trolled public discourse on Nigeria's 
political future, the police threatened 
to arrest and prosecute "members of 
the political class" whose utterances 
were considered inimical to the 
avowed government's good inten­
tion. The four-paragraph statement 
signed by the deputy inspector­
general of police, directorate of 
operations, force headquarters, 
Abuja, Alhaji Nuhu Aliyu, specified 
members of the political class as the 
object of its warning, but there was 
also a cursory prohibition for now, 
of positive contributions by Nigeri­
ans towards the political develop­
ment of the country which many 
considered an ominous signal for 
the constitutionally guaranteed free­
dom of speech.

The police statement said the in­
spector general had observed with 
concern the recent political state­
ments uttered by some eminent 
Nigerians, while in effect political 
activities have been banned. It said 
"henceforth members of the politi­
cal class are hereby warned to desist 
from making utterances capable of 
threatening government's good in­
tentions to bequeath a viable demo­
cratic institution. Any future state­
men ts of these sorts will not be toler- 
ated by the law enforcement agents, 
as it will be met with arrest and 
possible prosecution." Although no

19
individual was mentioned, promi­
nent politicians had recently offered 
opinions on the country's political 
direction.

The only government figure to 
give clue to the arrest and detention 
of Yar'adua was Jerry Gana, a geog­
raphy professor and minister of in­
formation. He told newsmen in 
Makurdi, Benue State, a few days 
after the general's press conference 
that the general may have stepped 
on the oes of the government for 
"misusing his freedom of expres­
sion." He said the SDP strongman 
had allegedly fled the country be-' 
cause he was aware of the conse­
quences of such political press con­
ference. The minister added that 
though there was freedom of ex­
pression, it was wrong to use it irre­
sponsibly. He described Yar'adua's 
press conference as offensive to the 
government which could not stop it 
because it was "clandestinely done."

If that is the reason for Yar'adua's 
arrest and detention, people soon 
started reading meanings into it. 
Some questioned why all those who 
made similar public utterances had 
not been brought to book. Alhaji 
Bashir Tofa, NRC presidential can­
didate in the aborted Third Republic 
said it was in bad taste and came as 
a rude shock and pointed to the 
recent public comments of former 
head of state General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, who was Yar'adua's 
commander-in-chief and Chief 
M.K.O. Abiola, and said nothing was 
done to them. He said in a press 
statement in Kano that if the gen­
eral's arrest is linked to his call on 
the military to hasten up and leave, 
he was speaking the minds of Nige­
rians including myself. "The appar­
ent influence, control and hold of 
this regime by the south-west has 
reached a most dangerous state," he 
said.

Chief Melford O‘hihewa made a 
similar observatiox He said "weare 
living witnesses to the inflamma­
tory utterances made by Generals 
Obasanjo, Buhari and Akinrinade 
about this government, but nothing 
has happened to th cm. Or why Chief 
Abiola has not been questioned let

colleague, General Yar'adua held a 
highly publicised press conference 
at the same centre — Dele Giwa 
Press Centre — without any inter­
ference by the police, I was simply 
told that "Yar'aduaslipped through. 
Although I am worried about what 
looks like a discriminatory attitude 
towards me, as a law abiding citi­
zen, I have complied with the police 
ban."

Indeed, a day after Yar'adua's 
press conference, the police came 
out with a warning to the political 
class against "making utterances 
capable of threatening government's 
good intention to bequeath a viable 
democratic institution."
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Ayu: education minister

Faladc: me-’re reapers 
Funke Olaiya of VAC Primary 
School, Isheri-lke;a, told Citizen that 
she has lost interest in being a class 
teacher. "I am beginning to regret 
mv decision to go into teaching. I 
never expected it would come to 
this. We are going through hell" she 
said.

Citizen investigation List week 
revealed that teachers in atleast200 
local government councils in the 
country are being owed nine billion 
Naira. Chief Gabriel Falade, the 
secretary-general of the Nigeria 
Union of Teacher (NUT), lamented 
that 'Triman’ schools teachers haw 
been pauperised by the government 
The failure to pay their salaries b

Citizen, February 21,199

..which ____ _
-rr the Barly hours of

• «QBesoay goes deeper than 
ccnrerence. They point S.szT.- disagreement with the gov- 

--rrr —over cabinet appointments
l table for e return to
-tzsrv Others yet point to the 

r-^:rr c'- die-hard proponents of 1
~Z. wnt insist having side- I 

Crae: Abiola to instal an I 
government, the general had I S pubucy humiliated. I

. narever the truth, tremendous I 
^-^sure was brought tc bear on the I ’---.--ernmer.*. to set the general free. I 

learnt that a retired army j 
hadbluntlytold Abdulsalam I

■Education

The party is over?
Teachers speak of complete loss of interest in the 
teaching profession in the light of recent develop- 

ments
XX T hcn Steve Agu, the WM/ headmaster, Agid- 
Y V mgb: Primary School,

j Ikea was given a grade 11 teaching 
arpc-r.tmer.rin' °70.hepsyched up 
hismind towards achievement. Said 
he “I actually wanted to teach. The 
prestige was so much that there was 
no reason tor a teacher to envy anv 
other professional" Xot anymore. 
The event in the past few months in 
the primary education has changed 
ail that. Agu told Citizen last week, 
:n an interview, that in the present 
dax situation teachers have become I 

. endangered species. Agu revealed 
how he has passed through hell over I 
the non-payment of primary school J 
teachers' eight month salary, said , 

; he: I tend io believe those who sav : , 
| hell is on earth here because I don’t i 
I think anything can be worse than ' 
i what I have experienced in the last 
j eight months, It’s been tug of war , 
I between me and my wife as she too

Abubakar, G.< <hi< f<4d< b j *• ’ '?iaws *’ tolethimfr^.'Jhpgcneralwa*)^ 
e that the ' that others on the national

tO end m&d<f worBC P01 tocal remark*, 
’J -uurs of I of which are clearly insulting

i provocative without any repei’cuS' 
sions.

That set the ball rolling for hi* 
release. Before that, the general ha*3 
gone 10 the Kaduna High Court to 
protest his innocence. The plea 1°^ 
his release was ironically denied b} 
Justice Sakariyau Ibiyeye on the da^ 
he was set free.The judge noted tha. 
if Yar'adua was released, the main 
grievance for which the suit was 
filed would be made bare and that.. 
would not serve the interest of jus­
tice to release him without hearing 
the respondents. He, however, 
granted leave that the respondents

ch'ldrenx cv^' y > °U kvk in,° nly 
CT'yand himKcr'! se0 Pain' P°'- 
leucher's'cir "’C pr,nurv school 
have lb<0 last week 
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Jakande: reviving the good old days
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ment that the salaries will be paid 
during the first week of January so 
that these schools can re-open along­
side other schools.

But this was not to be. The fear 
now is thaY despite the fact that some 
states' unions have called-off the 
strike, this pet ennial crisis has made 
many teachers vow not to return.

By Samson Ojo

question that cannot be answered in 
a jiffy because of various considera­
tions. "LKj no doubt has the hercu­
lean task to surpass his past record", 
he said.

The ministerhas, however, taken 
the first step. Last week, Alhaji 
Jakande unfolded his national hous­
ing programme whose thrust was 
the provision of 121,000 housing 
units for low, medium, upper and 
high income earners in the 30 states 
and Abuja. Citizen was reliably in­
formed that the programme would 
be launched in the first week of 
March with the laying of foundation 
for 10,000 housing units in Abuja 
and Lagos respectively.

Works and housing experts have, 
however, expressed fear that the 
implementation of this housing 
programme may not sail smoothly 

Continued on page 24

Lagos state.
, his capacity 
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. his Ligos mass 
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manyof the local governments is the 
height of insensitivity."

However, last week, the situation 
changed for the better, following the 
education minister's appeal to state 
administrators to ensure full pay­
ment of teachers salary arrears na­
tionwide. In Lagos State, the state 
administrator, Colonel Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola released the sum of 50 
million Naira for payment of 30 out 
of cumulative 54 month salary ar­
rears owed the teachers in various 
local governments. In addition, he 
promised that the remaining 24 
months would be paid when the 
federal government released the 
expected funds. Immediately the 
Lagos State wing of the Nigerian 
Union of Teachers (NUT) responded 
to the gesture and callcd-off its strike 
action involving teachers at the pri­
mary and secondary schools level.

Justus Adeloju, NUT Lagos State 
chairman, in a statement recently, I 
however, warned that if government

I reneged on it promise again, the 
I union will have no choice but to call 

out its members out of the class­
rooms again. He, however, ex­
pressed satisfaction at the agreement 
reached after the administrator was 
made to understand their plight 
"The agreement to us is very satis- | 
factory because 5S.5 per cent of our 
request was being met and this as 
good as a state initiative." Prior to 
the suspension of the strike, last week 
many of the teachers in Lagos State 
primary schools have resumed 
teaching amidst joy by the returning 
pupils.

However, reports from some 
states show that teachers are still on 
strike. According to Mr. Olaitan Ojo, 
the Osun State NUT chairman, "the

I teachers in the state will not call off 
I their strike until their demands are 

met.
Citizen gathered that the non­

payment of teachers' salaries in the 
state has turned many of the female 
teachers to emergency pool collec- 
torsand commission agents and the 
men into commercial drivers an 
bus conductors.

The primary school teachers, 
predicament started last year when, 
Citizen, February 21,1994

many of the erstwhile local govern­
ment chairmen repudiated their 
responsibilities. It was gathered that 
many of them were unable to pay 
because the many finance houses in 
which they lodged the money meant 
for teachers salaries, defaulted in 
payment. Professor lyorchia Ayu, 
minister of education had said last 
year immediately after his appoint-

TTTTT hcn Alhaji Lateef I 
WA/ Jakande wa< named a 
\y \/ member of the federal 

executive council by the nascent re­
gime of General Sani Abacha late 
last year, Lagosians had predicted 
works and housing or education as 
his likely portfolio. They were 
proved right as Alhaji Jakande, 
fondly called LKJ, was eventually 
assigned the works and housing 

ministry.Perhaps, it could not have been 
otherwise. As civilian governor of 
Lagos State in the Second Republic, 
Alhaji Jakande had carved a niche 

I for himself as "action governor" 
I because of his populist programme 
I of free education and low income 
I housing- And till date, Jakande 

estates" and "Jakande schools" arc 
about the most ubiquitous legacies 
bequeathed to Lagos state.

But now in his capacity as the 
I minister of works and housing, can 

Jakandc replicate
I housing expc 

Citizen gathered

I politicals
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ful factor in po­
litical contests. 
In fact, the less 

this rado-ethnic conception of na­
tions and nationalities reflect actual­
existing realities, the more politi­
cally potent it seems to become, as 
the attempt to dismantle the Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia is showing 
everyday. As we can see before our 
eyes, reversing the process of the 
emergence of a Soviet and Yugo­
slavian multi-ethnic nation and 
going back to Serbian, Croatian, Rus­
sian, Azeri, Estonian, or Ukranian, 
Kazakh or Georgian na dons is prov­
ing virtually impossible. It is also 
being accompanied by a level of 
*naterialand human disruption and 
destruction, whose scale and inten­
sity is rising and whose devastating 
possibilities are becoming apparent 
from the outcome of the recent legis­
lative elections in the Russian fed­
eration. What all this is bringing out 
is that, while the Russian, Serbian, 
Latvian, Azeri and Georgian nations 
may have historical validity, they no 
longer provide an adequate basis 
for sovereign nationhood in the 
current economic, ecological, demo­
graphic, social, cultural and politi­
cal circumstances of the world to­
day. Of course, foreign powers may 
bo able to impose an arrangement in , 
some parts of the world which le- | 
gitimises new polities based on this 
racio-ethnic conception of nation- 

| bood. But this can only be tempo 
rary. It shall also be very costly to all 
sides involved in such a blocking o 
the living currents of modem his 
tory.

On the African con tinent we have 
to understand what is taking place i 
We are to relate to these currents in 
Way which ensures the surviva o 
all our peoples and their progr 
and dignity. As our bitter histor‘C f 
experiences of the slave trade ana 
colonial subjugation, and curr® ' 
almost genocidal, underdevelop 
*nent, are demonstrating/our pe 
on the African continent 
ensure their survival, dig^v ei_

-Olready sunk far enoughjiue— 
Citesn, February 21,1994
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tinct entities and exist on their own 
or under some arrangement. When 
we look at the available primary 
historical sources we find that not 
only were most of these nationali­
ties formed recently, but the very 
process of their formation was part 
of the process of the formation of the 
multi-ethnic Nigerian nation with 
all its serious limitations and fragil­
ity. Outside this process they cannot 
have any validity, historical or con­
temporary, no matter how stridently 
their Hausa-Fulani, Igbo, Ogoni, 
Ijaw, Urhobo, Yoruba or Kanuri 
identities are asserted in the pursuit 
of current political projects.

The facts of the matter is that 
when political consciousness is in­
fluenced by views of history, de­
rived from superficial notions and 
has no roots in the actual historical 
process, as reconstructed from pri­
mary sources, then that political 
consciousness is unstable and sub­
ject to violent changes and the 
manipulation of those with narrow, 
but purposeful, vested interests. 
These notions deny the concrete 
details of our historical experience. 
They can only become pervasive and 
influence our political behaviour, if 
our knowledge of our history, which 
influences our political behaviour, 
is not based on historical reconstruc­
tion using primary sources. These 
primary sources; which, in their 
written form, are preserved in the 
archives, are therefore essential for 
nation-building, because they pro­
vide one of the basis for our coining 
to terms with the complex and dy­
namic nature of our nations and 
nationalities, as they were, and as 
they are changing. The neglect of 
archives, therefore, seriously under­
mines our capacities to continue to 
be able to understand who we are 
and where we are coming from and 
where we are going. In this histori­
cal epoch, it is dangerous, and actu­
ally suicidal, for a community, a 
nation, a people, and even an indi­
vidual, to be ignorant of who they 
are and where, they, he or she, is 
coming from, and going.

__________r_______ , . Dr. Bala Usman is of department of 
now leave Nigeria as dis- history, ABU, Zaria.

lack of unity and cohesion.
In order to understand the his­

tory of this process we have to turn 
to the available literature, in books, 
journals, magazines, newspapers 
and in radio and television pro­
grammes. The literature we have on 
the subject of nations and nationali­
ties, has a very weak basis in the 
primary evidence of the actual his­
torical process. It largely takes off 
from the misleading notions devel­
oped to justify earlier political con­
tests, particularly those of the 19th 
century; and to justify colonialism 
and its political projects, like the 
devaluation of the potential of the 
national liberation movements.

In Nigeria, for example, there is 
the notion of the "Yoruba race." The 
very name "Yoruba" was, up to the 
early 20th century, only applied to 
the groups belonging to the succes­
sorstates of metropolitan Oyo. There 
is the notion of the "Hausa-Fulani," 
which for anybody familiar with the 
primary sources of the history of the 
emirates and Borno, even in the 20th 
century, is a ridiculous contradic­
tion in terms. The Fulbe are 'Fulbe, 
because they are not Habe! A Pullo 
cannot be a Kadol What we have are 
Hausawa of varied antecedents; and 
Fulbe of diverse background. But it 
suited the interests of cliques of for­
eign and local power-brokers and 
power-mongers in Kaduna, Ibadan, 
Lagos, Benin and Enugu to promote 
the notion of the "Hausa-Fulani" and 
thus stereotype complex processes 
of comunity-formation and nation­
building.

The fact is that almost all the 
contemporary nationalities of Nige­
ria have been formed as a result of 
the impact of colonial domination 
and the specific responses to it. Thus 
they were formed within the last 
century and there is nothing pri­
mordial or indigenous about them 
as they are now. But they are now 
being falsely promoted as represent­
ing the distinct constituent blocks 
which, as distinct entities, were 
brought together to form Nigeria, 
and as distinct entities decided to 
stay together after independence, 
and can r™' « ju.
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I deployed to the FHA from the su- 
I pervisory ministry. Similarly, Citizen 

gathered that the works minister had 1 
resolved to purchase the entire build- / 
ing materials needed to complete / 
the project. Bu t there was apprehen­
sion among senior officials of the 
ministry that the materials could be 
stolen before the project is com­
pleted.

By last week, a committee had 
been set up to handle the purchase 
and safe keeping of the building 
materials. "With this", said a minis­
try sources, "the implementation of 
the programme should sail 
smoothly." If this is done, the Abacha 
regime would have taken a leap to­
wards realising the dream of the 
housing for all by the year 2000.

By Moyo Akoshile 
Citizen, February 21,1994

bedroom detached bungalow and 
three bedroom flat. While the unit 
cost ranges between 600,000 and 
920,000 Naira.

Those in the high income cate­
gory would enjoy the luxury of house 
categories of three bedroom duplex 
and four bedroom twin duplex. But 
they should be ready to pay deposits 
of between 666,667 Naira and one 
million Naira for the houses whose 

i
fe
iw I - •

1

ns

not be the final decision. According 
to a source final allocation was ex­
pected to be detc— ‘
number of applications received 
from each state, and secondly by the 
number of applicants who returned 
their forms with the stipulated de­
posits for the three categories of 

l houses.
I According to the guidelines re- 

I leased last week, applicants for the 
I low and medium housing units, in 
I onebedroomand twobedroomcate- 
gnrinc arn 13 u uepOSlt .
of between 14,000 and 42,00 Naira 
out of the unit prices of between |

I Government owned duplexes: how many can afford them?
units cost ranges between two and 
three million Naira.

Although, analysts viewed the 
unit prices for the low and medium 
income houses as being fairly 
exorbitant. Citizen gathered that the 

__ — real cost will still be subsidised by termined first by the the government. That is why "pay- 
plications J ment is to be made over a period of

25 years through accredited mort­
gage institutions", said a ministry 
official whodedinedattribution.The 
source also told Citizen that land for 
the housing programme had been 
acquired a long time ago under the 
aborted sites and service scheme. 
Bu t Citizen gathered that the federal 

--------...... ovooeuroomcate- I govemmenthadpaidlandcompen- | gories are expected to pay a deposit sationtothetuneof25millionNaira 
of between 14,000 and 42,00 Naira for the programme.
out of the unit prices of ----- What, however, appears to be

NIGER!) 
I 70/XX) and 210,000 Naira. A deposit I the major concern of the works and 

of between 200,000Naira and 306/100 | housing ministry was how to keep 
Naira was required for the upper the current prices away from the 
medium housing categories of three clutches of inflation. Estate watch­

ers believe that the total cost of the 
housingprogramme was susceptible 
to the inflationary trend ir thecoun- 
try before it is complet.-d in two 
years. But the Federal Housing 
Authority, FHA, which is the exe­
cuting agency is believed to have 
been put on alert for timely comple­
tion of the project.

As at last week, no less than 25 
architects are believed to have been |

no of the reasons being ad- 
u ^kvanced is the political 
W W undertone the states alloca- 
tion’slikely to generate. For instance, 
Kano and Kaduna states, that are 
feared to be densely populate have 
been allocated 3,000 units each like 
11 other states including Ondo, 
Adamawa,Ogun and Imo. Whereas 
5,000 units have been allocated to 
each of Oyo, Kebbi, Kogi, Osun and 
eight other states that are believe to 
be sparsely populated.

Ministry officials, however, dis­
closed to Citizen last week that the 
current breakdown of allocation may

Although, ana­
lysts viewed the 

unit prices lor the 
low and medium 
income houses as 

being fairly 
exorbitant, Citizen 
gathered that the 
real cost will still 
be subsidised by 
the government
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swagger when 
the need arises!

Rich whites 
feel unsafe in 
this new milieu. 
Since the sub­
urbs are like for­
tresses where 
few blacks live 
(except garden- I 
ers and domes- | 
tic helps) there 
is a full retreat 
into them. The 
biggestbenefi ci- 
ary is Sandton, 
which used to be 
a quiet suburb, f 
but has grown 
into a more or s 
less self-con­
tained city. 
Sand ton is at the 
centre of what 
we called "the 
northern sub­
urbs," a vast 
residential up­
market area,for 
which Sandton 
has become the 
new business - 
and city centre. Buthclczi: chameleon-like 
For now the old Johannesburg city-centre is losing some 
of its verve, with plenty of office spaces and apartments 
waiting to be bought by anyone with confidence in a 
future black government. Nigerian businessmen over to 
you!

Apartheid is not yet dead, and even if right-wing 
Afrikaaners do not get their separate state or Volkstaat, it 
will take a whole generation of "affirmative action" (a 
new buzz word in South Africa, which means correcting 
the years of injustice against blacks) for some kind of 
normality to be achieved. There is no law preventing a 
black person from living in any of the suburbs, and quite 
a few do (including many of the ANC leaders). But if you 
go to any of the good restaurants, clubs or cinemas in die 
city almost all the clientele is white, while most of the 
workers are black. Apartheid has been privatised, co if

SPECIAL REPORT ~
South Africa

First impressions
I By Kabiru Yusuf (after two weeks) in Johannesburg

Was mining when the Kenyan Airways plane touched down 
in Jan Smuts Airport Johannesburg, after a three hour flight 
front Nairobi. This reporter had passed through Jan Smuts 
^ef°re, but on transit to elsewhere. This time the mission is to 
South Africa, to actually live there and to report back to you 
in Nigeria.

Where is apartheid?

.i. J

r ofX”rio^n8fo^parthe,dinthenia)orciti“ * Johannesbt" y°U haVe t0 '°°k hard tofi"d 
y<?arsitha«?h» S 1S a maJor cosmopolitan city. For 1 llberal white?? ame,tinspot-whereradicalb,a^ and 

Area Act wk ?aVG challe"ged the so-called Groups 
areasand'v-icp?h pr°i™ted blacks from living in white 
and Yeovil) trSa’Thlshas created areas like Hillbrow 
apartheid hi u lch eVen before ,he off'c,al demise of 
Where bla L thorou8bly mixed. This is the place 
nUnierabl ^PP105 and white hippies can meet in in­
area is ne 6 r*staurants' bars and Jazz dubs. The whole 
restaUranfr u city-CGntTe' where there are more shops, 
P°stcards of th^^ an<^ s^ycraPPcrs y°u sce on 

d°Wnt'VeVer' °ne thing is that many of the big 
rent" s0Vvn buildings have either a "for sale" or "for 
tocrumk?S °n tbem* It appears that as apartheid began 
busin b Oan<I blacks moved into parts of the city, white 
WhCrGSS tO°k ^’^bt to the suburbs. The suburbs are 
dour rnost white people live, in well ordered splen- 
cJ . jV,th tboir shopping centres, cinemas and golf 
44 s S‘ Us°d to think that Harare, Zimbabwe, which has 
bea UC1 "^'defined suburbs, last time I was there, was 
Su h anc^ well-spread out. I don't know how many 
Riv» Suburb-sarc in /Yi/fz# (as it is generally called) but to

e y°U an id<?a when I 'ooked into an index on suburbs 
^der"A» aJonc (hcro wore 55 entries and seven under

' ’ You can figure out the numbers in-between!
Anyway, whites have been moving their businesses 

J*ay from the bustling city-centre nearer to their homes, 
be main reason, they say, is that the city is becoming 

Sb'he-infested. When I was staying ata downtown hotel 
!/eard all sorts of horror stories of thugs ripping off 
^‘Stwatches and necklaces or siddling up next to you 
'Vlth a knife and demanding that you give up your 
pallet. But I stayed all of 10 days in this area, and while 

. id see many sharply dressed black kids walking 
a"riless!y about, I felt as safe as in the streets of Lagos. 
Butthen lam also black and could walk with the Soweto

Mandela: president in waiting?
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man 
help

you can afford it you can live in a suburb, send your kids 
to white schools and dine in fancy restaurants. But you 

1 also have to live with being the odd-man out, for there 
I is something uncanny about being the only black man in 
I a room full of boisterous Afrikaaners.
I Mark you, in personal interactions the Boers (an- 
I other name for Afrikaaners) can be ch— ’
I when it comes to a business °

The election 
campaign

Barring a 
major catas- 

i trophe there is 
(little doubt 
that South 
Africa will 
have its first 
freenon-radal 
electionsatthc 
end of April. 
Until last 

, week there 
Cdrtoon tn _____ _ - — 1~~ —was a real pos-
vis‘Hi'R Ni ' tnrsh°u’in8 the alliance's double standards sibilityfhatthe

. 8er,ansaSW011, of may be postponed to allow pro­
tracted negotiations to continue w h the Inkatha Free­
dom Party (IFF) and AfrikaanerVolksfront. There is real 
concern that if the Inkatha, which has strong support 
among Zulus (the country's largest single ethnic group) 
and the white right-wing (which has many supporters 
in the military and police) decide to boycott and resist 
the election as they have threatened to do, this heightens 
the possibility of widespread violence or even civil war. 

pl-CM he ANC and the government have been bend-
■ 1 ing over backwards to accommodate these 
-L conservative forces, which are grouped in the 

so-called Freedom Alliance. Members of the alliance 
basically want a constitution which gives independent 
powers to regions where they hold sway. Some Afri­
kaaners want their own Volkstdat around Pretoria and 

i the Orange Free State, Inkatha says Zulus want Kwa- 
Z,,Iu state, and oven the homeland of Bophutatswana wanted to remain indt*pendent. The ANC was dead set I 

| ,18a'nst any arrangement that balkanises the country I
1 H y are ‘’bout to govern. But at the last minute, as the j 
yadline of Fvbruary 12 for registration of parties ap- | 

p«oai hod, the ANC made major concessions on regional j 
powers. Still, the I reedoin Alliance decided that it will ' 

take p.„t jn (|„. (.|(.rljons That it will deliberately ' 
‘ ’‘''"P1 the vote and will not recognise its outcome As I 

‘ .11* ’ 1,11 m’W'.paper showed, members of the
in .iJV ” '•H"l',v «’“l negotiating to reach an agree- 

.* ;U|•»»«•'•» not to have an election. They
' ngei th(»jr minds when the ANC agreed to the very '

1 have ever seen. I 
One very good I 
reason why the 
whites agreed to 
give up the ad­
vantages of apart- 

! heid, was because 
I it limited their 
I marketing drive 
l and also damp- 
I ened the purchas- 
1 mg power of ma- 
I jority of thepopu- 
I lation. Now they 
. can sell not only
1 to more and more ' * v“' ‘oon ,M Ute Star: 
i black South Africans, but to visiting Nigerians as well’, i 
1 And can they sell’.’. The other d ay 1 went to buy a second- I 
I hand television set from a Boer family. They had adver- I 
I tised it in the newspaper (from where I also saw an 
’ apartment to rent-and a car to buy). The man and his wife I 

• waxed eloquently on what a good deal 1 have had with 
the wife saying she was sure 1 could sell it for WO rand 

I more later (to which 1 promised to give her 50’.). Any-

the

me 
31 move the

r a t h e r 
Ml heavy set 
"I to. my car,

' I to which he 
-- ^udlsaid no, II U V.. PH called his

ILV. " II son to help

\ jlhim and 
\ J asked me[ft's. . 11 to lead the

I ‘j way and
' M:open the

'jb^Hldoor. The 
AQhj whole aB ily stood

IHk ■ I! r

____ ______ ______________ p o r e h 
Pc Klerk: l>rinx»i.<

^vxLRtroM

— actions the Boers (an- Iotner name for Afnkaaners) can be charming. Especially I ' P°°d a The
when it comes to a business deal, South African whites I t^a' an I II1 ,
do not discriminate. This is one of the most intensely Ichangc^—' cam 
capitalist societies h •; i
! have ever seen W ' /
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—~~~— - s Vv°u^ have wanted nothing better than to be on the 
fut ° pCd<?stal as Mandela and De Klerk, deciding the 

°^S°uth Africa. But gradually he has been side- 
r- C/ Or has side-lined himself, to the fringes of white 
*8 t-wing politics. Allistcr Sparks, a .leading South 

ri’ean journalist, sums his chequered career: "Buthe- 
02> took office (as prime minister of Kwa-Zulu home- 
and) under the apartheid system. He opposed the sys- 

teiTl but used the constitutional platforms it gave him to 
Ya8e his campaign for change from within... Yet now 
that political change has come he refuses to go into the 
P°st-apartheid system. He doesn't like the new constitu- 

which is fair cnoughfbut he won't take office under 
the way he did under the apartheid constitution 

campaign for change from within the way he did before. 
Now that the revolution is over, he suddenly wants to 

become a revolutionary."Where this kind of kamikaze politics will take South 
Africa is not hard to guess. Already there is a low-level 
civil war between ANC and Inkatha supportersin Natal 
and occasional clashes in townships all over the country

. Inkatha is the biggest loser 
,n all this, which may explain 
why Mr. Buthelezi is taking 
the major political risk of al­
lying himself with white Afri- 
kaaners who want to block 

change
f the ANC wins a two-third majority it can write the j 

I post-apartheid constitution the way it wants. But it i 
| is almost certain that with all the forces ranged ;

against it, the ANC will be lucky to win 50 per cent of the i 
vote (SWAPO in similar circumstance made 57 per cent i 
in Namibia). This is still enough to make Nelson Man­
dela president and the ANC dominant in a coalition 
government. The white establishment will use its sup­
porters in the constituent assembly to block any at­
tempts by the ANC to nationalise sectors of the economy 
and other radical measures aimed at improving the 
condition of impoverished blacks. Whites want South 
Africa to remain a free-wheeling capitalist economy, 
with guarantees about private ownership and other 
personal freedoms. This will ensure that the economy 
remains as it is — in their own hands. Despite its 
transformation from a liberation movement to a respect­
able political party, with well-attired leaders living in 
white suburbs, the establishment does not trust the 
ANC, which has well-known links to the South African 
Communist Party (SACP), and is under tremendous 
pressure from the black under class.

White South Africans have one of the best living 
standards in the world. I think they are fighting not to 
destroy it, but to preserve as much of it as- they can. And 
they may succeed.

P^-eroRT _____
°St r^n^1Ca's democratic elections’ Well, the 

o? lP011 (first week of February) gives an .nd^

'Vhich “W of all potenHal voters, irrespechve of

cent Par. na' Part7- seven per cent, Inkatha, on p
African Congress (FAC), 0.6 per cent and 

did n5atic Party,02percent.TheAfrikaanerVolksfron 
Polled V??05 ’t- although a total 17 per cent of those 
refused they were not yet sure, while five per 

t . to say.

black based partyafter the ANCandBu^e-

Citizen, February 21, W®4

where Zulu hostel dwellers and township residents 
coexist in an uneasy truce. If the Freedom Alliance 
makes good its threat to resist the elections, the violence 
will escalate, especially in Natal and the black town­
ships. White right-wingers, despite all their rhetoric 
about civil war, are having too good a life to give it up j 
and go into the trenches. But they have the resources and | 
the support of sections of the security forces to egg on I 
poor Zulus to battle other black supporters of the ANC. | 
This can seriously bleed the ANC, distract it from the I 
election campaign (it is hard to see how it can campaign 1 
in Natal with all the threats from Inkatha), intimidate its j 
supporters, and if it decides to fight back, have a full- j 
sc lie civil war on its hand, like the MPLA in Angola on : 
the eve of independence.

This is the worst-case-scenario. My impression is ' 
fhat at some conscious or unconscious level, the Free- 
dom Alliance, the National Party and other liberal white 
elements, who arc all scared about an ANC victory arc 
working in tandem. Mr. Buthclezi and Inkatha are just 
tools in this grand design to alter the nature of white 
domination, without giving it up altogether. The main 
goal is to weaken the ANC by all means available, to 
ensure it does not win two-third of the vote in the 
elections. Virtually all the parties that have registered 
for the elections are openly working not to win, but to 
reduce the extent of ANC victory. Those who have 
refused to take part are threatening to use extra 
constitutional methods to achieve the same thing.
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that is informing governments re­
newed vigour on the project. Al-

Bashir Dalha rr •«s a snr h v 
in grave ccrtzrr i.-.ursday as

minium Smelter Comaar.-. 
ALSCCN) project ~ Iks: Abas? 
Akwa Ibcm State. Since 15*5, -.-.her. 
cor strucnon of the company began 

j work has been proceed in. g a t a sio 
pace due to numerous problems. 
Firs t, run ding by govern m er. C::ir—

■ gathered, has not been smootr.-saii- 
I :.-.g although the project has gulped 
. about 15 billion Naira so far. 3-j. 
i then, not all the money came from 
j the Nigerian government. By the 
| terms of the funding agreement of 

the project, federal government has

Dalhatu addressing cffidak of ALSCON: optimistic 

plish its mission earlier than theend 
of 1995 if these communal hostilities 
persist.

Besides, the roads leading to the 
plant site are impassable which the 
dredging of the Imo River through 
which raw materials would be 
brought in and finished products 
taken out, is also yet to be done. But 
the minister remained optimisticon 
early solution to these problems. An 
official in the ministry said thisopti- 
mism derives from the fact that 
preliminary arrangements have been 
completed on the dredging of the 
river although funds foractual work 
are vet to be provided. “But it would 
soon be done" he enthused. He also 
asserted that work on the two access 
roads to the plant — Eket-Ikot Abasi 
and Aba-Ette roads would soon be

nolds International of United States 
of America who controls the rest.

Ferrostaal are the turnkey con­
tractors while Reynolds is supply­
ing the technology; EBE/Reynolds 
will manage the plant for at least 10 
years.

ALSCON was conceived for im­
plementation in realisation of the 
cheap energy that could be tapped 
from the nation's abundant gas re­
sources — which is currently being 
wasted through flaring—in to power 
through an energy-intensive alumin­
ium production plant. When com­
pleted, the plant is planned to pro­
duce 180,000 tonnes of aluminium 
jx!r annum in various shapes and 
sizes. 1 he bulk of this an estimated — ...... uwr immediately
80 per cent, will be exported. From addressed. Beside poor government
this export venture, an average 360 financial support, which Alhaji 
million dollars is expected annually. Bashir admitted while appreciating
Apparently, it was this high hope 1110 dedication of the foreign part- 
that is informing ---- ners and which he has pledged I completed.

would be tackled anyway, there is a |

3 - S S S ac E C ON --------- --"gS

Rwcttatiog a viable alternative
OeMK** vrws to cezipietTTC-

e'ter cc—rsziv rn Ajcwa tk ~ e'*^50rt"°riented Alurniri . m A**albom in &e face Qf dwindling

and extrusion plants and which are 
currently imported, would roll out 
from ALSCON. Home production 
of these raw materials is expected to 
promote expansion of aluminium 

, fabrication activities for the produc­
tion of flat sheets, coils and circles. 
These in turn, would be passed on to 
down-stream aluminium industries 
for the manufacture of finished prod­
ucts like aluminium kitchen uten­
sils, aluminium roofing sheets, deep 
freezers and vehicle bodies.

Great expectations indeed. But 
all these would remain a dream if 

i the problems the minister was inti­
mated with are not immediately

'' ~-=^sclosed sum of money _ 
■171 aside in this year's ; 
=-- ~2 ’ = ~ccrcjng to Alhaji Bashir, i star*-'. ~—- * *----- t—j—
’ - s priority list. j r° _uffered a delay because of the

.-2'_r ’--pleied the project j clashes of thetwt
. ~ *-"ore man generate for- j b .' ,o„nt times.
-- 'TT fcr Ae country; it i hk2, 
2.7^? conserve it as well as xva

- -.^.17 " *''*Ser*a's march to techno- 2Se*
■Z.t’ 4 ^stress. Ingots and billets, 

^terials in rolling rr.n.s

7=1For one, the 
Utan/ natural gas, the principal
s^Zateriak to ALSCON, may 
ra'V n,.etoSllfferace^yifLheOgoni 

doni communities in Rivets 
and ^“ptendmefrhostilities,both 
State & and t0 w e g-5 pip^e
to each conceTni-g ALSCON. 

Sl%Klm« for *e S-p?I-v of 
placed to go through these 

gaS “ unities in Rivers State toserv- 
—Tfe smelter company in Akwa 
if61 State. But the pipeline project

■•o communi-
,-'n recent times. Mr. Peter 

tieS . aLSCON's general man-
- warned that the Nigerian Gas 

rompanv, NGC, Sas supplier to the 
o;ect, may not be able to accom-
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The VAT 
rip-off?

Greedy traders cash in on the 
Value Added Tax to cheat 

consumers

I well-placed individuals and groups 
to start claiming refunds on mul­
tiple VAT payment as soon as they 
understand the technicalities in­
volved. But small-time consumers 
are saying it is a waste of time and 
energy to undergo the rigours that 
the exercise entails. The case of a 
newspaper cameramen presents a 
critical case study. The cameramen, 
it is known, purchases films and 
prints photographs on a regular 
basis. By the new VAT culture, a 
cameraman now pays tax on every 
roll of film he buys as well as on 
every roll he takes to the laboratory 
elsewhere for printing and develop­
ment. Of course, he also pays tax on 
every other photographic item he 
purchases for his job. So how does 
he collect his refund on the VAT 
payment he has made at several 
stages of a single production? Titi- 
loye Amzat, Citizen's cameraman, 
fumed that even if it is indeed pos­
sible to collect refunds, the amount 
due for collection would be so infini­
tesimal that "it will not cover the 
trips to the local VAT office on ef­
forts to collect it."

The biggest complaint against 
VATis lack of publicenlightenment. 
This should have been done for a 
period of two years to senitise 
membersof the public. This explains 
the confusion the policy has engen­
dered.

Again, the computer facilities to 
effectively prosecute the VAT sys­
tem is not really in place. The chair­
man of the FIRS Mr. J. Naiyeju, 
admitted last year that the new sys­
tem entails intensive computerisa­
tion. From al’ indications, this has 
not been achieved. A visit to VAT 
local offices in Lagos State and other 
states show a manual operation of 
the registration exercise going on 
now.

With this myriad of problem, how 
ready is the FIRS to plug all the 
loopholes associated with the Nige­
rian tax system to make this new one 
work?

By Tayo Odunlami with addi­
tional by reports 

by Abu Mommoh and Saleh 
Ibrahim.

pany has not increased prices on the 
Peak pow dered milk this year point­
ing out that "If our powdered milk 
sells for as high as 95 Naira, it is the 
handiwork of middlemen."

However, these middlemen who 
are imposing the new tax on many 
products are not registered with the 
local VAT offices scattered na­
tionwide for the purpose of making 
returns to the FIRS. Mr. Z.A. Egbon- 
wor, an official of the service at the 
Obalende Lagos Island office admit­
ted that false claims and no return 
by traders are some of the problems 
FIRS would have to face for now.

He, however, said that after the 
stipulated three year grace, offend­
ers can be penalised with fines 
"ranging from 10,000 Naira" or vari­
ous terms of imprisonmen t. The FIRS 
officials are hopeful that those now 

•exploiting the introduction of VAT 
to make illegal gains would eventu­
ally formalise their practice "and reg­
ister with the FIRS."

Even then this development may 
not guarantee strict compliance with 
FIRS rules or rule out exploitation as 
there are no mechanisms to stop 
them from exacting more than five 
per cen t above the price of their prod­
ucts using VAT as the reason for the 
high price.

A fortnight ago, the director- 
general of the Manufacturers Asso­
ciation of Nigeria, MAN, Mr. Uzor 
Okeke complained in a letter he sent 
to the presidency in Abuja and other 
pertinent offices and individuals that 
manufacturers are being made to 
pay VAT on raw materials imports, 
spare parts and industry machin­
ery. Mr. Okeke requested that impo­
sition of VAT be put on the hold 
until further clarifications are made. 
There is also strong resistance from 
finance and insurance associations 
in the belief that VAT will reduce in-~ 
vestible'fund available to the sector. 
But an official of the FIRS explained 
that such multiple payments are re­
fundable once an affected payee fills 
form VAT 002, obtainable at FIRS 
offices nationwide. The form details 
a return of goods or services made 
or received at a particular period.

It rrtay indeed be a breather for

bout five weeks after the 
newly introduced Value 
Added Tax went into op­

eration the fiscal policy has elicited 
confusion just as i t has shot up infla­
tion. For one, payees of the new tax 
are grumbling about multiple taxa­
tion, even though the Federal Inland 
Revenue Service, FIRS, insists it is a 
single tax." Second, unscrupulous 

companies and retailers are taking 
advantage of the tax to jerk up prices 
more than the percentage stipulated 
ln the V AT decree of 1993. Consum­
ers are expected to pay a flat rate of 
five per cent on products and serv­
ices.

Essentially, VAT, which replaced 
the sales tax is signif ican tly designed 
to boost government's revenue — as 
it is believed it is the only mecha­
nism readily available to check tax 
evasion and control the consump­
tion pattern of Nigerians — it covers 
17 items of goods and 24 items of 
services as opposed to only nine 
ifems under the sales tax. Items 
exempted include pharmaceuticals, 
educational materials, books among 
others. But complaints across the 
country suggest that the tax may 
turn out to be an overkill. Since the 
system commenced, prices of vari­
ous items ranging from electronic 
appliances and on a low-priced tin 
of powdered milk have shot up.

By last week, a 14-inch colour 
television which sold for 10,500 
Naira only last December, sold at 
the popular Alaba international and 
Idumota markets for 14,000 Naira. 
Peak, Nido and Coast powdered 
milk in standard size now sell for 
Naira, up from 75 Naira it sold for in 
December. ~

At West African Milk Compa y 
(WAMCO) Ikeja, an official ot tne 
company maintained that the com _ 
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The world remains in suspense as trade talks broke down 
and the prospect of trade war looms large between the two eco­
nomic super powers America and JapanHy Shovebi Abayomi reperts
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Mandela: up for grabs
At the close of registration last 

week, 19 parties accented to partici­
pation in April's polls. There were 
about 22.3 million registered voters 
and parties must win 0.25 per cent of 
national votes to secure a seat in the 
national parliament; opinion polls 
scored ANC 70 per cent in the elec- 
tions.

The United Nations Observer
Mission 
has I

Violence lives
R°wdy . '7.77^ threat of secession

Cas‘ doubt over ------

G^cctioneering cam- 
viiir173115 arc d°gged by 

arcbyreVcru2nce and threats of an- 
elei^entSinq rat°'itseemsthatsome 
°n Shedd! ^°Utb Africa are not keen 
f°r 'vhichVu the culture of violence 

Last we v * COUntry is famous. 
°ftheAfribC ' ^e Freedom Alliance 
the Inkath pan°r Freedom Partyand 
party re.aRGCdom Party boycotted 
in South a?^011 lor participation 
electione- Mica's historic all race 
the FrepJn April Withsuchstance' 
jectedth J?' Alliance has thus re- 
has thu^ ansition programme and 
country i^tWn thG battle hne. The 
viol nr,/ f thus set on the course of

Ferd^Cti°ncw‘^-
the Af Hartenberry the leader of 
find u/1 ,aner Freedom Party clari- 
thus- "U/V1°1Cnt Stance of his group 
th can,t be seen to be part of

e establishment of a communist 
government in South Africa." His 
C?Ur terpart' Mongosothu Buthelezi 
o the Inkatha group buttressed his 
rejectionist stand with an ominous 

edaration that "it is impossible for 
me to lie to you and reassure you 
that the IFP opposition to contesting 
the elections under the present con­
stitution will notbringcasualtiesand 
even death," He has also called the 
Zulus to arms by declaring that "We 
must resist the ANG and their com­
munist surrogates, we must defend 
and fight back. If we do not defend 
our people, no one else will. We 
must defend our communities with 
all our might". He, therefore, called 
for international mediation to pull 
South Africa from the brink of disas­
ter. He met ANC's concessions cau­
tiously.

His nephew, the Zulu king Good­
will Zwelethini is the arch seces- 
sionist, who is keen on the resurrec- 
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sion in South Africa, U NOMSA, 
budgeted 30.04 million dollars 

for election monitoring in April 
while 1778 observers would be 
deployed-

As Sou th Ariica wobbles towards 
April elections, some apprehensive 
members of the business commu­
nity took to flight in anticipation of 
chaos promised by the Freedom 
Alliance.

By Shoyebi Abayomi

campaigns, deaths and . Africa 
lst doubt over the future of Sou

. Chaka's Old kingdom, 
tion of Sha prefers it
Bophuthatswanar als 
sham republican s freedom
.while the «f.^dadvocates 

Alliance canvasses national
violence and secess continue 
government and non.ra-
to Prea<*C°d”t Frederick de Klerk 
dahsm. President t
stated categorically thatdiWpt

^^-ngbyANC

Bloemfontcin, the capital1 o £ 
ange Free State. Rob.eCoe‘^that 
law and order minister, st 
security forces are prepare ' 
curity has been tightened at a o(y 
basis and arms depots -a— in-waitingremainsundaun 
face of Freedom Alliance s^hreats 
He has offered the right wing 
some concessions like dou 
in local and regional elect10 
more regional autonomy- 
tinuation of his campaign, last vr 
Mr. Mandela undertook a . 
tional tour of Robin Island whe

was painful, recent happening^ 
the country represent the osi 
an era and the opening of a ne _ 
and that the registration o a 
ties was an historic landmark 
continues to generate g1”03^ sec- 
ment. Cyril Ramophosa, vho 
retary-general,arguestha uave
failed to register their par 1 .. v to 
missed the greatest °PP°rtUIllowth 
contribute positively to tlie ®Lica. 
and development of SouthAtr—7-
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Liberia
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T^taTfara'S*™’"5 is ECOMoc?
to go on offensive so that it will he]p 

I in fastening the disarmament of 
1 warring factions in Liberia. But 

contrary to the March deadline as I 
Stamped by Shonekan beforehisexit, 
the director of defence information I 
said that any attempt to withdraw I 
Nigerian troops from ECOMOG I 
would surely widen the scope of 
trouble and may even give advan- I 
tage to the warring factions.

In the same vein, thegovemment 
of Ghana has reaffirmed its steps to 
withdraw its troops from Liberia 
W’ithin this month if the peace prog­
ress remains hanging. According to 
radio reports in Ghana "No sign that 
the warring factions were prepared 
to resolve their differences despite 
thepresenceof the troops, so if within 
one month from now no progress 
has been made to ensure that the 
Liberian peace process is on course, 
Ghana will review her continuing 
participation in ECOMOG opera- 
tions."

Meanwhile, Mr. Taylor is begin­
ning to loose sonu of his military 
bases to the ECOMOG. The latest 
was Robertsfield international air­
port, as his National Patriotic Front 
has been dislodged from theairport.

Uy Yabagi Kolo I 

:vith agency reports

Citizen, February 21, 1994

^’•erses and 
warfare in 

••«= Green '^nta^
. actions last j Chanc<Lso(hat. 
=peement in sh”~ "

~row-n into the 
ECO«OG fie,:

■ --icnger 
L"2: "by the !

factions 1 
l^ th-osewho^o?^" I

di^on to eit’he';

With deaf-ears ••
ever refused to disclose > Aia<^didn'''t>h Libcria' 
^-V5!n which the dis- I ““"WtU wuh'd;’"'1’0'’’0' 
f -ctions I March its

explained that "a ' the fornier head of s,1Pula‘cd by 
■or o-sanr.ament ’ Government,Chief/tCnni National 

: of the warring "ho Vchemcntlv . ni'?slShonekan

** •Vigeriansrwant<?to s"‘ major- I
-^-baehhon^^ 

fragne. ^"^"'illremains 

;of^uSXriBdT,ri 
i^'^BGhiju^e g' ll'r' 
: Lagos ,hat ecoivas

Gbaries^v ~endo-J^ 

^m^X^^s. 

persistent guerrilla 
Monrovia, Buchanan 
'• i-e by the different 

, week, the peace 
I Cotonou has been : 
• dustbin. But the f _ 
! commander. General Jo-_
I warned in Monrovia’ 
j dmewedisanmthev 
| who are signatories 
■ accord, those whr.
I would fizzle out 
! they w-ould be surelv'dh 
I is to their own di: 
; agree or continue 
, H' ’‘ad however refused :o disT 
; the time and W”--- • ^cloj 
. a—a-ent of the warr-inT/^ 
b’°uld^. But explained 
I bI“e Pn”t Paper for dis, 
1 ana encampment of the 

I out by the IcOM^S Xet^ 

observer mission :a Lff 

o^t^-^^ented 

^.statrngthatan^ee"!^’

I usedbythepeacekcepingfore^ 
I early 1990 have worn aad ° i 

quired urgent replacement Acco-7 ‘

--------------L2Ih mandate to ECOMOGn-t

ECOMOG's

- :o f-°a-th facijjV'^^eumproducts, 
■’■cc;w.; d ‘^d to rc and imperatively 

kered Stati°ncd fn " °rccd m'>bary men 
' o _ Sir*ilarly tkS,SNnddcn arcas-

sta‘e,GCn '' e Nigerian head of 
^omiec^^bachacalled on 

t “n States ^Unit>tofVVestAfri- 
•cfatedpea<;c. "'^S) and other 

j to mount nr„, C<'pin8organisations
: ter>t Warring °n thc mconsis-

. . acllons to desist from
• — ».at n alS° 8‘Ve P.eace a

structure couIrT ,UnnSdemocratic i
! stored. He a|,„ b° cffc«ively re- 
' ient perform/0 cctlocd theexcel-

Libor,aT °'’ EC°MOG 
talks "ith sJL “nn8hisbilateral 

! 5,a,e- Gaptain v ?Oncan head of 
add>ng that the off"'""'’ Strasser- 

! 'vas not only "I'5 °f NiScria 

. : gabble in Lil the internal
•warmed so it j in halting thc f/"1 but a's0 aimed 

! ra'Lca°nianswho1gCn’cnt of Si‘ 
| boundaries wit, "sharcdthe same 

" ' ' h ,Ubcna- General

!rgovcrn- 
hs troops be-

isgrim seer 
“’formatio

1 contended 
ieaders 

■rate 
iandmavgiVe I 

troops I

Lagos that



33

WORLD
Bosnia

Digging a new grave for the dead

Citizen, February 21,1994

he whole world saw it as it 
happened. A mortar shell 
fired bv Serb forces from 

the hillings surrounding Sarajevo 
slammed into the city's central 
market, killing 70 men, women and 
children waiting in food queues. The 
pain, the anguish and the carnage 
was shown worldwide.

The West, which had been drag­
ging its feet over Bosnia, didn't need 
any one to tell it: it would lose what 
little credibility it had if it refused to 
act even now. It did — by issuing an 
ultimatum to the Serbs: withdraw 
the guns from the city's outskirts, 
hand them over to the UN or have 
them blasted. And for the first time, 
the NATO sounded as if if it was se­
rious This ultimatum for the war­
ring factions to turn in their weap­
ons expires midnight Sunday.

ceasefire in Sarajevo. 
Encouraged, Karadzic 
declared that the 
Bosnian war was at an 
end. This, the Russians 
said, would eliminate 
the need for air strikes.

And it might. UN 
troops began enforcing 

the ceasefire Monday between en­
croaching Serb forces and defend­
ing muslims. The Serbs have 
pounded Sarajevo with artillery fire 
and mortar shells for the past 22 
months.

For muslims life has been tough. 
Last week Bosnia's prime minister, 
Haris Slajidzic, said muslims have 
no choice but to cooperate. Slajidzic 
said they were ready to sign any 
peace deal. He said they were not 
going to wait to exploit NATO's air 
strike threat to regain conquered 
territory in order to revive its dream 
of full multi-ethnic state.

Serbs were initially reluctant and 
last week they threatened to stop 
cooperating. A deputy Serb com­
mander, Milan Gvero, said Se^bs 
regard the proposed NATO air 
strikes as open aggression against 
them. He said in the event of strikes 
they would launch an all-round at­
tack on muslims.

Bosnia-Herzegovina came into 
existence as separate independent 
state following the dissolution of the 
former Yugoslavia on March 1,1992 
in a referendum which Bosnia Serbs 
boycotted. More than 63 per cent of 
eligible voters, however, partici­
pated with a 99.4 per cent Yes vote. 
It was recognised by the European 
Community and the US in April. 
And Serbs began bombarding Sara­
jevo thereafter. Today the Serbs 
control more than 75 per cent of 
Bosnian territory.

Serb objective in the war is to 
take away as much Bosnian land as 
possible so that no viable muslim 
state is established in Europe. The 
NATO action, it was made clear, 
will not reverse the conquests.

By Adamu Adamu 
with agency reports

Armed with a UN mandate, American and French tough-taking, NATO 
forces attempt to make Sarajevo safe following the horrendous mas­
sacre of muslims by Serb artillery gunners. It was an attempt coming 

too little too late

NATO and UN officials met for two 
hours Thursday to resolve dispute 
over the degree of control to be exer­
cised over the heavy guns. NATO 
supreme allied commander,General 
George and UN top official in 
Belgrade, Yasushi Akashi, emerged 
from the negotiations with a unified 
position.

The UN's definition of "control" 
had proved acceptable to NATO, 
Akashi said. We agreed that Serb 
guns must be put in UN hands and 
not merely be just under its supervi­
sion.

Details, however, remain to be 
worked out how this is to be en­
forced and how breaches of the 
ceasefire will be dealt with.

An earlier meeting brokered by 
the European Community and the 
UN ended last Saturday without 

progress. Vitali 
Churkin, Russia's 
deputy foreign min­
ister flew in from 
Moscow twice in the 
week. Russia was 
anxious an unaccept­
able condition' be 
imposed on their Serb 
kith and kin or an 
agreementbe reached 
without its input.

While the UN­
NATO meeting was 
taking place, Churkin 
conferred with 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic 
and the two declared 
their support for the 
UN moves. Russia 
then announced it was 
sending 400 troops to 
help enforce the
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Trade
Uncle Sam is angry

The US may fight Japan for the first time since 
1945 — over trade

Hosokawarqplafor understand^

threatened to bolt from the govern­
ment. The tax cuts were part of a 138 
billion dollar economic stimulus 
package to boost consumer spend­
ing. The prime minister hastily re­
treated from the plan.

On Friday, February 11, Mr. Ho- 
sokawa met with President Clinton 
in Washington for several hours but 
the talks reached a deadlock. The 
Japanese again refused to accept 
"numerical targets" to measure the 
opening of their markets. The two 
leaders met again the following day, 
February 12, but failed to agree on 
any "new systems" for measuring 
progress on trade. Immediately, 
share prices fell on the Tokyo stock 
exchange and the Japanese yen rose 
sharply against the US dollar.

On Sunday, February 13, the 
Washington Post reported that the 
US was considering trade sanctions 
against Japan. The Post quoted a 
Clinton administration official as 
saying the US must adopt firm 
measures or "we will lose total con­
trol of the negotiating process... we'd

Clinton: angry 
be clobbered at home. We will just 
have to examine what our steps will 
be, and we will be turning to that 
next week."

What can the US do? The Post 
said if Japan is found to violate the 
1989 agreement to allow Motorola 
access to the Japanese cellular-phone 
market then sanctions will be im­
posed on certain Japanese products. 
The Americans had not decided on 
which products to target because 
Presiden t Clin ton was still hoping to 
avert a trade war.

Prime minister Hosokawa tried 
to dissuade the Americans from 
imposing sanctions. Just before he 
left the US, he said, "I very much 
hope that the US will refrain from 
resorting to unilateral actions that 
would be a contravention of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT)." Hosokawa said he 
had no plans to meet President Clin­
ton again before their next regular 
session in six months' time, but said 
he hopes trade talks will resume at 
working group level.

In Tokyo, chief cabinet secretary, 
Masayoshi Takemura said, "On our 
own initiative,weshould draftplans 
to further open our markets and 
boost domestic demand." Whether 
that will avert a US-Japan trade war, 
remains to be seen.

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports
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TT VS trade representative 
I Mickey Kantor could no 

longer hide his anger. Days 
before a scheduled Washington 
meeting between US President Bill 
Clinton and Japanese Prime minis­
ter Morihiro Hosokawa to discuss 
trade, Kantor said the US will seek 
"other options" if Japan failed to 
open its markets to American im­
ports. "Other options" is the euphe­
mism for sanctions.

Atthelastsummitmcctingof the 
G-7 leaders in Tokyo last July, 
pledges were made by the European 
Union to reduce tariffs, by the US to 
reduce its budget deficit, and by 
Japan to reduce its 131 billion dollar 
trade surplus with all nations, 50 
billion dollars of it wi th the US alone. 
President Clinton was determined 
to get access for American products 
into the most sheltered areas of the 
Japanese economy, namely telecom­
munications, medical supplies, in­
surance and cars. At Tokyo last July, 
Clinton demanded that "objective 
criteria" be set to gauge progress 
towards more open markets. The 
Japanese rejected this demand and 
argued that it kind of guarantees the 
success of American products in 
Japan. After seven months of talks 
by officials of the two countries, there 
was still no agreement.

Prime minister Hosokawa, who 
took over power in Japan last July, is 
already committed to reducing the 
large number of regulations that in­
crease consumer prices in his coun­
try and reduce imports. However, 
his manoeuvring room is reduced 
by the worst in 50 years. Hosoka wa's 
grip on power is also fragile. Two 
weeks ago, when he proposed a 55 
billion dollar tax cut and a seven 
"national welfare" sales tax from 
1997, the largest party in his eight­
party coalition, theSocial Democrats,

8
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Dear Umar,

Private Eye

Maikudi Umar
Tarauni, Kano

being the "wrong" super rich officer.
Still we have to be grateful for small 

respites,and if the Danjumas are spared, 
then the Gwadabes ought to be happy.

Ko ba haka ba, P.E?
Yours wonderingly,

carries theair of opulence. With their 
bulging pockets full of the days sales 
they go about it unhindered. You 
wonder why? Well, while Colonel 
Ja'afaru Isa shouts himself hoarse 
threatening to deal with them, they 
tell you whetheryou care to listen or 
not that nobody can touch them. 
They are right, their suppliers are no 
other than men in uniform. Pity 
wouldn't you say!

And if the Gwadabes are not 
happy, they know what to do. I have 
little sympathy for those who could 
help a situation but wouldn't. Disra­
eli said, "If I want to read a book, I 
write one".

high powered commission investi­
gated one of the most lubricated 
companies around. Its report was 
sent back to that organisation to 
prepare a white paper. Whatever 
the colour of the paper, nobody saw 
it and now a panel has arrived to go 
over what the commission did or 
did not do. Meanwhile government 
continues as usual. Time is bought 
and trouble makers are kept at bay 
or occupied. This na soja wayo

sonal" donation to the Benue Univer­
sity fund just last weekend.

Nor can Tell, for the life of it, re­
member that it was this same general 
who donated four million Naira to the 
Abuja National Church appeal fund 
some years back.

While I am not complaining (how 
can I, when some northerners are con­
sidered above reproach) I still cannot 
help thinking that ifGwadabe had been 
a northern minority officer or if he had 
been army chief under a Yoruba general, 
then he would have been spared Tell's 
ire Which brings us to the conclusion 
that Gwadabe's sins were not those of 
being a "super-rich" army officer but of

. the old trick, partly blinded by their 
love for blood and drama — so long 
as it is not theirs or they are not the 
actors.

Well, actually, pardon the verbos­
ity, the panels areanother job for the 
boys. The not so polished call it by its 
motor park name — settlement. 
How? The panels settle down to 
work but first their bill to the organi­
sation theyare to investigate. A clear 
case of "man must wack" first. And 
the bill could vary depending on 
how well-lubricated the affected 
organisation is. Which is the organi­
sation that will refuse to be generous 
to a group out for its head? At the 
end of the day everyone is happy.

Occasionally, of course, a panel 
may actually want to look tough, 
then, some heads roll. And so more 
jobs for the boys. The other time a

ooo

A friend of mine came from 
one of the towns in southern 

^■JApet-hate, the caliphate, in his 
jollopy without reinforcement of the 
black gold in the boot hoping that 
Unlikc his dry desert he stands bet­
ter chance of filling his tank at will as 

0 Is within reach of the commodity.
He soon found out how wrong 

hc Was because instead of filling his

.private EYE
Soja Wayo
g ovemment works in myste-

‘Y7,ri0usways And if you want 
to remain sane, try not to 

understand its ways. Or else at the 
end of your effort you will be left be­
wildered and gasping for breath, like 
fish out of water.

Doubting Tankos can sample this. 
An ABC government appears from 
nowhere. Just as suddenly, people 
will begin to swear that it has been 
there all the time. However, for this 
new govemmen t to look different, it 
nas to make efforts at movement 
even if it gOCS around in circle. An 
lnsPiration, hurrah!, investigating 
Panels, nui probe panels, mind you. 
Familiar, isn't it? Not to the hoipolloi 
who in their blissful naivety fall for

tUh© IbUaefe nMaja°lk©ii princes 
tank at say 200 Naira at the open 
market, hc spent 3,500 Naira for the 
two days hc spent in Kaduna. With 
eyes bulging from their sockets he 
asked me why. Bewildered I asked 
back why what because unlike him I 
am used to the vagaries of the mar­
ket forces that is called black market. 
At this black markets, strewn all over 
this city of Lugard and Sir Ahmadu 
Bello, the dealers though wretched,

Why Gw.vlabe and not Dani"ma?
Dear Private Eye, 
TA V orthembashingisbecom-

l\l ms sy»'>"ymous w, ,,V southern journalism,bl

'!c^ny, even among us norl',c" 
lh'r‘ are some who are willingly spared 
,he might of those elitist pens.

Hence when Tell magazine de 
10 recall those endless sms ofsuper- 
arn'y officers (both retired and ser S 
' gleefully cited as e^aml’,e''^MUred 
nel Mohammed Lawan Gwada P 
lw° milhon Naira into the cofferI 
^'le appeal fund “on ^“'^L^pt 
and friends" in J os, years ago, ? y

ea/ mute about Lt'Gene!' „ver. 
^njjtma's five million -----

Citizen, February 2L 1994
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Allah wills

Armaya'u Umar Baba faces Munkir and

o

went all over 
' >8

Transition ~XlHj 
Slack November And up you Wen(
Five of eleven 
A date to reckon with 
A day filled with emorions 
Sorrowful for me 
Joyful for another 
Princess dearie 
Are you really gone? 
In bondage you now are 
But free and searching 
I remain. 
Honey love, 
Will I ever set eyes on you 
Remember! 
Surely I will 
That remains my only 
Consolation 
The knowledge that lucky 
He is but not lovelier 
None like you there was 
And none like you 
There ever will be 
This as sure 1 am 
As the sun will rise 
Tomorrow 
Tasted have I 
A little of your absence 
But never have I 
Dreamt of an absence 
So eternal like. 
Lovely darling 
Is this really the end? 
Twice I reclaimed 
Now in losing 
Will I ever reclaim? 
Gone you may be 
But in my heart 
Ever you will remain 
To you Karima

| My du a 
Is for the best 
Of all things and 
Worlds of here 
And hereafter abound 
So long dearie.

3b

I POETS^NEST'

When everyone
Nakeer .
(angels who examine souls in grave; 
When one must lie under theground 
For a long while and has to abide 
For a prolonged of rime 
And then one has to witness 
The severe spectacle of doom 
Thereafter
One is destined to abide 
In paradise or hell.

Kamil!
Ever, remembering you
And the Hotliners
Coming to join you soon 
In the warm arms of the Praise One 
For to Him (alone) we return.
_______________Danladi Garba Tai |

Citizen, February 21,1994

Adieu Klmsy
From the blues emerged 

I The eagle
Desperate to snatch

I A chick all too good 
; To let go of easily 
j Down it went

up you went 
With It
"only I had claws 
Made strong bv 
Half and two decades 
AbaVH1ldabl(0WOUld ^ve been 
A battle so fierce 
One I would surely 
Put all 7
To become victorious 
Agape I watched helplessly 

pnceless pearl P Y 
carted away 

Oh precious one 
I called
Don't ever leave me 
A far cry it soems 
For, higher and farther 
You went away 
From my grasp 
And c0id [ wc_. _.lo 
With reality downin. 
On me that you 
Truly are gone 
0° ye with him 
Kimsy 
AndIdo as A!'..:. 
With all your heart 
And my blessings 
As for me I'll gneve 
And grieve but over it 
I will come even if it 
Takes eternity 
Adieu.

pas^ge°S a E'atr,“t ... 
(For Mub3IKSMad
Cod alone is worth of all praise 
Who sent down death 
Upon the rich and poor 
The oppressor and oppressed 
The king and the queen 
The gods and goddess.

When the praise of the Almighty
Comes to pass
They were thrown into a pit 
And were tumbled 
From their high palaces 
To the depths of the earth 
Lifted from their soft beds 
Given over to th? worms and in- 
sects.

Tears
Elicitationjrom the eyes 
Is but a manifestation 
Of two extremes of life 
Which are opposed by nature 
Showing both sorrow and joy 
Wearing a uniform garb. 
Tears, you are warm or hot 
As you flows down the cheeks 
why not wear black for sorrow 
And white for joy? 
Why not flow hot for sorrow 
And warm for joy?
I question your dual role 
As messenger of most distastes 
And bearer of bliss.

Adamu Moh'd Nababa
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encounter 
Entertainment

Stagfiaag to the top
Mustapha emerges from his dark musical background in 

Kano to head PMAN
album, Guaranee in 1989.

By his activities in the PMAN, he 
cannot be described as a newcomer; 
in 1987, he was an ex-official mem­
ber and in 1991, he became second 
vice president of the body, under 
Tony Okoroji.

His long ro­
mance with musi­
cians, however, 
proved the axiom 
of he who wears 
the shoe, knows 
where it pinches. 
Having known 
that Nigerian ar­
tistes are being 
cheated by record­
ing companies in 
all business trans­
actions, he has 
vowed to do some­
thing about this. 
"Welfare of the 
musicians forms 
the bedrock of my 
administration's 
objective," he said.

For a better 
bargain and mean­
ingful relationship 

'funky Malani among the artistes,
recording companies and PMAN, 
Amego told Citizen that a study of 
the agreements between the two 
parties have begun with a view to 
removing conflict areas.

He claimed that PMAN was as 
much responsible for the success of 
the copyright law, and for that rea­
son, the benefits of the law should 
not be monopolised by the record­
ing companies but the two parties.

Disturbed by the little attention 
musicians used to get from record­
ing companies, the PMAN president

A bout a decade and half ago, 
/ when Mustapha Amego 

X 2_v> started his music career in 
Kano, little did he know that he 
would one day be addressed as 
president of Performing Musicians 
Association of Nigeria, PMAN.

noted that the association has set up 
a Musician Trust Fund, adding, 
"because of the hazards of the pro­
fession, an insurance firm has been 
approached to work out modalities 
for an insurance cover for all PMAN 
accredited members."

Mustapha described the Nigerian 
Music Award (NMA) as just a frac­
tion of what PMAN does, arguing 
that the suspension of the awards 
last year has nothing to do with a 
purported court injunction but pri­
marily because of the political crisis 
in the country at that time. On the 
credibility of the awards, he said 
"award is not a right but a privi­
lege."

Regarding dissident musicians 
within, who have formed a rival 
Nigeria Union of Musician, NUM, 
President Amego pointed out that 
under the Trade Unions Act of Nige­
ria, PMAN is the only legal and 
bonafide union of all musicians in 
Nigeria. "Legally", he emphasises, 
"PMAN is the only constitutionally 
recognised musicians’ association in 
Nigeria."

He argued that the citing of the 
PMAN Plaza in Abuja was in order. 
According to him, the idea was to 
make it a business venture that 
would be strictly run for profit. 
"Apart from this," he adds, "the 
Abuja choice actually gives the proj- 
ecta national identity because 1 don't 
believe there are more musicians in 
Lagos than other parts of the coun­
try."

In this view, people only disagree 
with the activities of PMAN because 
of their ignorance of either the issue 
or the policy behind every activity of 
the association.

Mustapha, 32, is not contemplat­
ing marriage yet. "Marriage has not 
been my priority" he said. He does 
notlike the prefixes ‘Funky Mallam’, 
"I don't like title(s) or people calling 
me 'Funky Mallam:’ I don't know 
where the funky mallam comes from, 
and I will appreciate if people just 
call me Mustapha".

By Titiloye Amzat

Amego: don t cull me 
However, in October 1993, when the 
election of the association took place 
in Benin City, he defeated other 
contestants to have a sweet taste of 
victory. Hence, he became the presi 
dent of PMAN.

In 1986 when he returned from 
London where he went to study 
business administration, meg 
presented the popular musi 
variety, Kessinsheen Hit Show and 
yet another television musical Roll 
Tape. He consolidated his ef t 
showbiz with the release of h
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revealed a lot I did not know about * 
my country and compatriots, even 
at 34. There is still so much more to 
find out, I wonder why some other 
people strike out across the borders.

Soon we were out of Lagos and 
„n the Benin Expressway.Shagamu 
and Ore whizzed past. A beautiful 
countryside, thick forests and 
streams with darkened sand beds. A 
variety of farm produce on both sides 
of the road: processed garri, banana I 
and plantain. Smoked game for sale.

We are in Benin, that ancient city 
of the Binis. Churches everywhere. 
One welcomes you into the city and 
another bids you bye when you 
leave. There is so much of religion, 
which leaves you wondering why 
there is so much crime here. Noth­
ing works properly. The most bi­
zarre, a traffic warden "arrested" 
our car because the driver failed to ! 
observe a stop signal (a raise of the 
hand) but waved on one that very 
nearly caused an accident.

He demanded for "our" driving 
license, road worthiness certificate, 
etc. "Police want them as surety that 
we would be in court on Monday," 
the warden said. Already he ad­
judged us guilty. But he was over­
ruled by his boss. He arrested the 
wrongpeople.Apeacockhashadits , - „ „ —
feathers ruffled! We wanted to stop i each. The biggest park of Nigeria's 
for a quick lunch in some restaurant. ’ 1 * "
The driver played dumb, kept his 
hands steady on the steering and 
eyes on the traffic ahead of him.
Very nearly out of town, he slowed 
down and pointed to a drab eating 
house with a yard of dirty see- 
through linen hanging in the door­
way "This is a restaurant", 1 de­
clined . And he offered this explana­
tion: "No hotel offers a decent meal." 
i didn't believe him but did not tell 
him so. I believe he was anxious to 
leave the crime-infested, church- 
filled old city behind as fast as we 
drove into it.____________________

_ __ --- f^AVELOGUE —

[Crossing the Niger ■
I hrCC days driv" I By I A long drive through a
1 ■ ® ing from Lagos to I TaweyZakka I vast Bini territory. Names 
I Port Harcourt have ’------- ——-------- 1 of towns with more con-
’ -*-J - ’ J?a * sonants than vowels averaging 10to

a dozen letters. Before you could I 
pronounce a name, you had been I 
driven out of the town or village that I 
bears it. I

i We are now in Asaba, capital of I 
I Delta, one of the dozen states ere- I 
I ated by former president General I 
I Ibrahim Babangida. People have I 
I questioned the wisdom of making 
I Asaba the capital. Nothing of worth. 
I a filling station, an aluminium fac- 
I tory, Federal College of Education 
I (Technical).ThefamousRiverNigcr 
I bridge. Don't forget the smoked fish 
I and long yam tubers that women 
I hawk on the road side.
I The speed limit sign suspended 
| from,the roof of the River Niger

was

. was the talk of the town
.. _ An angry resident said 

that the soldiers who shot and killed 
the student were "northerners" 
because they spoke Hausa. "Soldiers 
have no tribe", said another but he 
was shouted down by the former ’ 

whose anger was by now 
uncontrollable. We left town in the 
afternoon of February 4, the people 

still in mourning.

Citizen, February

argumentoverthcEnglish.Butthere i~sh garden' 'vers Wedrovi 
shouldn’t have been anv argument. plantsand -ng A junior 
It simply means the bridge is an <ty m Jformer had
expressway and vehicles are ex- ( -v^nltn d
pected to drive straight on without 
stopping. You must therefore not (

i slow down to below 80 kilometres 
an hour. Those of us used to being 
warned against over-speeding found 
that order very strange. At the other

| end, you hit Onitsha, the unofficial 
! capital of Anambra State. All the 
j buildings are high rises, 3-4 storeys

luxury passenger buses. A city of 
absenteelandlords, trading faraway 
from home. People steal anything 
under the sun, from food to cars and 
even human beings.

Awka, the official capital; where ' 
is the town? A huge billboard tells 
you there is a campus of the Univer­
sity of Nigeria, Nsukka. Some kilo­
metres ahead, you are in Umuodo. 
Ify (short for Ifeoma) who hawks 
oranges at the road intersection says 
the word means "something that is 
good" that made us stop there. We 
had a puncture which delayed us for

I about an hour.__________________ .

?, Aba toll gate I 
Port-Harcourt Io ‘-'sinan all). A I 

welcome to Port- I

.. ou.., ■ city". True,
there is a big lot at me end of the Aba I 
road fly-over but it is anythingbuta garden of trimmed hedges, I 

-’—•mrs. We drove into a I
city in mounu-c, — r secon- I 
darv school third former had taken a I 
hit from a stray bul.’et and dropped I 
dead. The parents refused to take I 

home the corpse. The story went like I j this: students of the University of I 
I Port-Harcourt were holding their rag I 

week. There was a confrontation I 

I between some students and yan ka- I 
I misho (touts) at a motor park. Sol- • 
| diers intervened to break up the I 
I beiligerentparties;liveammunition I 
I was used. According to the report, / 

many people were hurt, some sori- | 
I ously. There was one death, the I 
I student. I

The story 
I that week. /

Enugu to Port-Harcourt u, . missed our way. W'e saw a e / 
walking and asked him fOr cr /
tion; he obliged. Well, everyth^' I 
hasaprice.ThemaninkhakiSa‘J'.8 / 
chance and asked for a ]jft u/s/ 

obliged. It turned out to be av long lift, some 30 kilometres /
, we were slowed down by a /
/ aged section of the road. A /
/ girls emerged from nowh"^ 
/ shouting "Ugba! Ugba!!, someth^ 
/ close to baked beans. It was n‘nS / 
' sweet nor bitter, hot nor col a,cr / 

called the words of my dca ' rc' 
Jesus: "Because you're neit/S Lord 
nor cold I will spew you out "m'01 
3:15-16). 1 rolled the Ugba ini
With my tongue and spat it I bush. n ° the

/ Umuahia. Ukigwc, 
bridge,. - . / <bc,wcen Lagos and I
^/h "ca<:/s'/ thcrc arc eight tollgates 

t SSt n'Oan / "'nelotattheen
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peopleas a conflictresolution mecha­
nism."

Although the judiciary is sup­
posed to be an independent second 
arm of the three tier system of gov­
ernment, it has been subjected to 
much arm twisting by the executive 
although it is still held "sacrosanct" 
enough to remain when democratic 
governments are swept unlike its 
third arm, the legislative which gets 
thehammeraftereverymilitary take­
over. The story is that, with the au­
thority to appoint and fire judges 
solely vested on the executive, 
Nyvankwo et al noted that such ap­
pointees have performed below the 
expectation of the public. The book 
also strongly criticised the govern­
ment tendency to appoint judges 
from thecivil service "who wittingly 
or unwittingly believe and act as if 
their allegiance is to those who ap­
pointed them."

The book also dwelt on six fac­
tors affecting the judicial off icers and 
the dispensation of justice in the 
country. Security of tenure, tops the 
list. According to the authors, the 
retirement age of 65 does not only 
deny the judiciary of experienced 
people, it also creates vacuums as 
good replacements are difficult to 
find. Hence the sacking in 1990, of 
Katsina State High Court judge 
Usman Muhammed by the Armed 
Forces Ruling Council, AFRC, 
among others was dted. Another 
high point is the working condition 
of the learned judges which centres 
on very poor remuneration which 
"discouraged independent-minded 
lawyers in private legal practice from 
taking up positions in the bench as 
such la wyers are reluctant to give up 
relatively lucrative private practices 
for poor judicial positions." The

BOOKREVIEW 

trumpets
TUU* Nigeria: The limits of justice

Clement Nwankioo, Basil Ugochukwu and Dulue Mbachu 
73
Constitutional Rights Projects 
100 Naira 
Akinyele Aluko

■JTti the words of Clement 
| Nwankwo, head of the 

^^Constitutional Rights Projects, 
CRP and of the authors of the book 
Nigeria: The Limits of Justice, it is 
just a coincidence that this book is 
coming out at a time when the gov­
ernment is probing the judiciary. 
Consequently, said Nwankwo, the 
book is not meant to be a memoran­
dum to the Eso/Oputa judiciary re­
view commission.

A book of six chapters based 
mainly on library researches and 
direct interviews it paints a graphic 
picture of the nation's judiciary and 
the various cogs in the wheels that 
hamper the dispensation of justice. 
It also attempts to highlight the rea­
sons why over the years the judici­
ary had gradually turned into an ass 
lor the executive arm of government 
to push and ride as it pleases.

Chapter one of the book which is 
also the introduction tries to recap 
hire the pre-colonial judicial system 
in operation in the communities that 
now make up the entity called Nige I 
ria. It acknowledges the fact that the 
closest example to a modem legs 
profession in the area called Nigeria 
before the coming of the British was 
Northern Nigeria, "In this places, 
tbe Islamic judicial system thrived. 
In both civil and criminal cases, t e 
alkali administered a body of Islamic 
laws known as the Sharia. Re-sta 
ing the high point that in traditional 
Nigerian communities, the PurP° 
of justice was to seek a 8enuil?w Pi 
dement that would disperse all tee 
ings of rancour and restore harm 
to the whole community- .e,. . 
thors noted that "the modem jua 
ary in Nigeria has over the time 
been successful in winning

^confidence and trust of the Nigg——- 

citizen, February 21,1994

congestion in courts, absence of in­
frastructures and corruption were 
also identified as part of the prob­
lems facing the judiciary. All the 
above, the authors noted contribute 
largely to the inability of the citizens 
to get justice as at when due. "The 
delay in the dispensation of justice is 
compounded by the sheer volume of 
cases handled by judges. In several 
of the courts, the volume of cases 
listed is very high. Some courts have 
as much as 30 to40 cases listed..." the 
authors noted.

The conclusion without mincing 
words is that the judiciary got the 
worst bashing of its life from the 
military, especially the Babangida 
days. Retroactive decrees, some af­
fecting Nigerians directly and others 
rendering the courts impotent even 
when the rule of law is seriously 
threatened. The authors did not end 
on a note of criticisms but attempted 
to present a nine pointrecommenda- 
tion on the issues raised in the book. 
The recommendations may be a good 
starting point for anybody attempt­
ing to rebuild the nation's judiciary.

However, to make the volume 
worth its efforts, there ough t to be far 
more indepth revelations of the 
constraints facing the judiciary. That 
is, the authors should have gone 
beyond those widely recorded in 
newspapers."

Also for the purpose of future 
reference and academic research the 
book I believe ought to cast a look at 
the constraints caused by the inabil­
ity to fuse the customary laws, Sharia 
laws and the English common law 
into a unified legal system for the 
country.

In appendix B of the book are 
questionnaires said to have been 
administered on judges, magistrates 
and legal practitioners. The book 
would have been more interesting 
and comprehensive if answers to 
these questionnaires were reflected 
more deeply in the work rather than 
the authors generalising. All the 
same, with the bold types and 73 
pages it is a book readers will find 
interesting and less time consuming.
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Swift on the ball and lethal in the 
goal area, the gangling goal poacher 
has always proved to be a blessing 
to Nigeria, especially at critical mo­
ments.

With the team thickly populated 
with an array of stars who rub shoul­
ders with the world's best football­
ers in the tough leagues of Europe, 
the general feeling is that there is no 
reason whatsoever to shiver at the 
thought of the challenges ahead.

1 phy after ending up in the second I 
position behind FC Copenhagen, the 
Danish top league clubside. Many 
more warm-up ties have been lined 
up with clubs and national teams 
from Africa to Asia, Europe and the 
America, as part of the Eagles' World 
Cup campaign estimated to gulp a 
staggering 390 million Naira.

Nigeria by virtue of the draws of 
last December 19, is in Group D 
alongside Bulgaria, Greece and 
Argentina. When the giant of Africa 
files out for her first senior World 
Cup match ever on Tuesday, June

40

[sports—
I USA '94

Eagles’ 
rule

Everything seems to point to a glorious World Cup 
by Nigeria's senior national soccer side, the Super e 

I -jq- t is World Cup year and, al- i 21, it will be against the cra^^^- 
I ■ ready, expectations are running | gariasauad -------------- e
I J L wild. Determined not to leave 
I anything to chance, the senior na- 
I tional soccer side, the Super Eagles, 
I jetted out early enough in the new 
I year to Bangkok, Thailand, for a 
I number of friendlies aimed at put­

ting them in good shape for the
I challenges ahead. At the four-team 

invitational tournament the Nige- 
rian lads performed above average, 
returning home with the silver tro- ___

I

me wu*-*' — 
garia squad. The venue for the bap­
tism of fire: The Cotton Bowl Sta­
dium at Dallas, USA, which can 
comfortably sit some 72,000 specta- 
tors.

On paper, Greece, who is trotting 
out for its first ever World Cup ap* 
pearance, should give the Eagles the 
least headache.

Bulgaria, with six World Cup out­
ings, none of which took it beyond 
the second round, though, should

^55==^-
- .<»••>»------- -■Srt.-ar—

> ':Z-; . -■

_ ■

Eagles: can they conquer the world?
- " be hard Z

1V1CU dUUlld 3 
Argentina is in a class of its own. 
uz.«.u -.i appearances,

were iced with the 
coveted trophy, the

which, like each of the five 
_f__ iwuquali­

fiers for second round fireworks. For 
the Eagles, the challenge, indeed is 
quite enormous. Analysts, however, 

-’____

the Nigerians will havea lotof thin} 
in e—’ ■ *_ -----— .
their morale and inspire them

___ a
of such morale' 

great be b venue of the prelim*'
bo°ste5nvvdo'vn' Dallas harbours a 
nary s entration of Nigerians,
large c aiready swung into ac-
who „obiUsing support for the 
ti°n' Fagles- 
Sup** c o the Nigerian ambassa- 

A“b° e been much vilified for 
dors b® sy approach to the round 
their cl the fact remains that 
leatherS enOUgh to give them a 
they b .^advantage,rather than
psycho ferior to their opponents, 
feeling ratings of the world's 
GoibS ^,veming body, FIFA (Fed- 
soccer b [nternational Football As- 
era?°" . the Eagles have in the 
s°aatne year ranked among the 17 
Past ° „iornation J soccersquadsin 
beStSZrid. Justin theclosingdaysof 

they were pronounced Africa's 
jpost successful national team by 

^^The Nigerian boys achieved the 

, bv winning half of the 10 com- 
* Htive games they played during 

vear, drawing three and losing 
' lv two. Ranked below them are 
fLlndomitableLionsofCameroun, 
the surprise .team of the last World 
Cup championship that seems 
headed to excite the world once 
more, and the newbreed K.K. Eleven 
of Zambia, who missed the World 
Cup train by whiskers, but will be 
present at the African Nations Cup 
slated for next month in Tunisia.

Another morale booster is the as­
cension, late last December of hot 
shot Rashidi Yekini to the throne of 

meat. Diego Maradona's | Africa's footballer of the year1993.

With 11 World Cui 
two of which 

I lifting of the <_ o uupxiy, uie
Argen tines tower above all others in 
a zone v.............
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other groups, will supply two quali­
fiers for second round fireworks. For 
t e Eagles, the challenge, indeed is 
quite enormous. Analysts, however, 
believe that when thechipsaredown, 
the Nigerians will havea lotof things 
m their favour, which should boost

i to
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further sanctions on

NIGERIA '95: The chairman of the 
presidential monitoring committee 
for hosting of the FIFA World Youth 
Soccer Championship, retired Ma­
jor-General Mammam Kotangora, 
has said that the report of last 
month's FIFA inspection of stadia 
facilities is very encouraging.

Speaking at Ahmadu Bello Sta­
dium (ABS) in Kaduna, the chair­
man, however, said "that docs not 
mean we have won the hosting bid."

Major-General Kotangora told 
newsmen that his committee would 
now concentrate on the provision of 
score boards, flood lights, practice 
pitches and security at the four sta­
dia slated for the finals.

BOXING: Mexico's Miguel Augel 
Gonzalez, the unbeaten World Box­
ing Council (WBC) light weight 
champion, will defend his crown in 
Paris next month against France's 
European Champion, Jean Baptiste.

Gonzalez, who has never fought 
in Europe before, will make the fifth 
defence of his title on March 27. The 
Mexican, who won his title by stop­
ping Colombia's Wilfredo Rocha in 
1992, has a record of 30 vyins, and 24 
of his opponents have failed to go 
the distance.

*** Austrian athletes, Gerard Rein- 
her, has been expelled from the 
WinterOh upic Games by the coun­
try's federation for testing positive 
to anabolic steroids.

The Austrian Olympic commit­
tee waited lor the result of the "A" 
test on Reinher before announcing 
the expulsion. Reinher refused to 
take a second test, stating that it was 
absolutely unnecessary. He told the 
committee that he took the steroid to 
speed recovery from a muscle in­
jury

Reinher finished eight in the 1992 
Olympics in Albertville and waspart 
of the Austrian four-man team that 
placed sixth of the world champion­
ships last year.

fender from all organised competi­
tions for one year. But last week the 
continent's soccer*goveming body 
imposed a 20,000 US dollar (4.4 
million Naira) fineon Ahly National 
for withdrawing from this year's 
Mandela Cup competition because 
of the sanctions against its player.

FIFA on its part has extended 
CAF's ban on Hassan from one to 
two years, and has also stopped him 
from being transferred to any club 
either within Africa or any part of 
the world.

Hassan is being sanctioned for 
assaulting the centre referee during 
the Super Cup match between Ahly 
National
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ATHLETICS: Katsina State is to re­
cruit more popular athletes from out­
side the state as a means to further 
the development of sports. Alhaji 
Habibu Gachi, the new director- 
general in the state directorate of 
social development, youths and 
sports, disclosed this, to reassure 
non-indegene athletes m the state 
that they would not be sent away.

Alhaji Gachi said although, 
Katsina State was working towards 
parading teams made up fully of 
indigenes of the state, "We must 
continue to rely on those outside our 
state to enable our indigenes gain 
confidence and experience to repre­
sent the state."

OLYMPICS:Olympicchampionsin 
Lillehammer will get medals made 
mostly of grey stone with only a 
decorative smattering of gold, silver 
or bronze.

The 345 medals — 115 in each 
category — were carved from rocks 
cleared from hillside behind 
Lillehammer when the Ski jump 
arena was built. A metal band en­
closes the stone disc made of sparag- 
nite. One side of the stone is etched 
with the 34th Olympic Winter 
Games, with the five Olympic rings 
and "Lillehammar '94."

OOTBALL: Super Eagles 
■ 1 technical adviser, Clemens 

Westerhof has travelled to 
Europe to hold discussions with 
officials of some clubs who are 
unwilling to release Nigeria players 
two weeks to the Nations' Cup com­
petition in Tunisia.

The object of his Europe trip, ac­
cording to the secretary-general of 
Nigeria Football Association, Ma- 
larn Sani Toro, is to persuade those 
dubs to change their stand on the 
release of the players concerned. He 
ls also to plead for the release of 
those players for invitational tour­
nament planned for the Super Eagles 
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Westerhof: opts for diplomacy 

before the World Cup finals.
According to Malam Toro, At 

times, the clubs don’t inform 
players about home invitations be­
cause of their tight schedules. So 
Westerhof is meeting the clubs 
order to negotiate the release of th 
players or else the Portugal rrai 
tour for the Nations' Cup w 
without the invited players.

*** Both Confederation °f Air­
Football, CAF, and the world soccc 
ruling body, FIFA, 
further sanctions on Al ” .
tional of Egypt's right full bacK, 
Ibrahim Hassan. .

CAF had earlierbanneddtebe^

Citizen, February 21,1994



I
42

Yar’adua: 1

Citizen, February 21,1994
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DEFINITIONS
IN HUMOUR

There is only one thing in the world 
worse than being talked about and that 
is not being talked about — WiWe

untOlatisfi«1 ifthc others were also 
bCCI1ned? The situation is that no 
deto* them should have been ques- 
°ne °. ict alone be detained The 
riOn^ntnent must just get uscd to 
8° concept of freedom for the 
the Freedom is not in political 
pCTcs constitutional conferencesor ( 
P bes' bu‘is in PCOP|C being frec"

oeakand toassociatc. And so if i< | 
.t°r,vinfi the foundation fordemoc- ! 
1S v it should not be doing one and ! 
ra<^. cother. Whileithasthechance- ■ 
l:< Our sacred horSC was annulled I 

n the point of winning his party's , 
nrimary elections and, probably, 
,P,er even the presidency, by Gen- 
era! Ibrahim Babangid?.

When Babangida finally stepped 
aside to Minna, most of the credit for 
sending him there belonged to 

Yar'adua.When Babangida annulled the I 
results of the June 12 election, the 
west, and in particularMKOAbiola, 
believe Yar'adua had power to de­
annul it — forgetting that a few 
months before they all said he had 
no support but only rigged the elec­
tions. And even now when they lift 
the ban, he will be out there in front | 
_ a political wizard who can't be ■ 
stopped. And who can do a lot of 
damage, too.

On the evening of Wednesday 
February 16 Radio Nederland did a 
profile on the general. It was accu­
rate but it concluded thatinhisquest 
for power he is fired only by per­
sonal motives. This, unfortunately, 
is a sentiment shared by many 
people. Perhaps the general is guilty 
of imperfect self-ad vertisement, but 
unfortunately it is not people who 
have to struggle to find out the real 
you — it is the politician who must 
be an open book. And take the 
trouble to be read.

General, no one can stop you — 
perhaps noteven this image — but it 
must be shed. Now. And remember 
that this detention,your second, may 
not be the last. Pcwer resides in 
prison; it is from there that you take 
it to palace.

| cneral Shchu Musa 
| ■ Yar'adua is someone I 

wouldn't wish to have as 
an enemy. 1 have very good reasons.

First, I don't like enemies. Sec­
ond, I, don't like to have my pro­
grammes disrupted. Third, 1 don't 
like those who don't return my blow; 
it is said, they not only don't forgive 
you, they don't allow you to forgive 
yourself. Fourth, I have phobia for 
soldiers, because they are soldiers 
and remain capable of doing all the 
soldierly acts in or out of uniform. 
Fifth, I have an even greater phobia 
for successful, bulldozing politicians, 
because one day they may make it 
and I may have to run for the border.

' Sixth, I fear a forward-planning, 
scheming, successful goal-getter be­
cause he plans, he schemes, and 
primarily because Ido not wish to be 
his goal. Seventh, I fear people who 
are normally taciturn; because, hav­
ing two eyes and one tongue, they 
see twice as much as they speak; and 
I know nothing nobler and safer 
than silence. Eighth, I dread people 
who are surrounded by competent 
minds — one excellence here reme­
dies one deficiency there, and by the 

| day's end you meet competence in 
person.

Ninth, I may think myself tough 
(me Tarzan, me tough) but I can 
never hope to be tougher than the 

! legacy of Malam Aminu Kano —

both “"J’ 
and 
and ®v£n 
r a i r “ V‘' 
those wh° 
adi»i'£ 
without be­
longing 
and the 1®8' 
acy of Chi® 
Obafe*1*1 
AwolotfS 

aughinglast
I both the Awoists and the Com­

mittee of Fnends, and even the Com­
mittee of Enemies — all of whom 
Yar'adua laid low. Tenth, I fear a 
winner,because it is said, when Cod 
loves you. He raises your enemies 
from among the stupid and the 
losers. Dirkashi!

Ten very good reasons why one 
should avoid crossing the general s 
path. lam surprised that the govern­
ment of General Sani Abacha 
couldn't see any of them. Not that 
the general is a sacred cow. He is not. 
He is a sacred horse; and the differ­
ence between the two is that while 
the cow sheepishly (or cowishly) 
waits to be conferred sacredness, the 
horse bulldozes (or horsedozes) his 
way and crowns himself with the 
halo. Is that clear?

Detaining him is an extraordi­
nary misjudgment that must also 
have been a clearly ill-advised act. 
Because it achieved nothing — and 
probably lost many things.

Of course, unlike most Nigeri­
ans, Yar'adua did not give this gov­
ernment the initial benefit of the 
doubt. Perhaps because I once heard 
him say, "Doubt indeed has no 
benefit." Ha! ha!! Let me be honest, 
I never heard him say that. But even 
if he hadn't said that, he ought to 
have said it, and I ought to have 
heard him. I ought to have done 
what I ought to. And so, since it has 
no benefit, why give it? And so, in­
stead, he gave the government the 
benefit of scepticism.

Many people made the mistake 
of querying the government why it |
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® house wiring cables 
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® underground cables 

aluminium overhead lines 
car cables and harnesses 
telephone cables 

N®CAC©
KADUNA-SOUTH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE P.O.

PHONE (062) 2Q1746, 232746

ft®
NQ.1 
cable people 
---- in the north



Tea Time

so*u

off.

Ladi Kwali Way, Maitama, P.M.B. 143. Abuja. F.C.T, Nigeria. Tel: 09-5230225 - 44. Telex; 91520 SHERABU NG Fax 09-5231570.
WORLDWIDE AlftwiTEM

The Xdu.'j Menton Hotel A Towers a owned by CipHiJ Holali LU and dpented by Menton Onntai.ManagpmM Corpontnn as <s agents.

--------------------------  -------------#---------- -——-----------

. i- .




