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)CD is a new experience in comfort Everything about 
.w keep you cool and relaxed - like factory-fitted air 
tinted glass and rear headrests Deeply upholstered 

in comfort And there's a-  -----------

Brilliantly engineered ...
Superbly equipped ...
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What do you look for in a new car? Performance? Prestige? Luxury? Even long journeys over tough roads don’t tiro the 100CD owner. 
Reliability? You'll find them all m the outstanding VW Audi thanks to its quietly powerful engine, smooth-riding suspensio 
100CD and positive steering The reason is Audi's advanced engineering, oimea
Riding in the 100CD is a now experience in comfort Everything about at making hfe easier for Audi owners. Plus an unlimited mileage 
it is designed to keep you cool and relaxed - like factory-fitted air guarann--. ’or a full 12 months 
conditioning, tinted glass and rear headrests Deeply upholstered As i man who appreciates luxury, recognises engineering achievement 
seats hold five in comfort And there's ample space for all their and style, join the Aristocrat-owners now I Contact your Volkswagen 
luggage. d, .let today W 6125 00 Ex Lagos.

INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE.. BUY VOLKSWAGEN ZVX
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The Arabs and the Horn of Africa
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We must continue to call attention to the anti-African behaviour 
of some Arab states in the Horn of Africa. Of all the external 
intruders in the Ethiopia-Somalia conflict, the Arab intervention 
is the most effective and deadly.

While all external partisan interferences in a regional African 
conflict are wrong, the Arab role in the present conflict is 
totally inexcusable. There is no way of defending the fire-stoking 
mischief of a brother-although a self-certified one-who instigates 
two brothers to fight to a bloody finish. One can understand the 
role of USSR and USA on the ground that they have never 
claimed to be part of Africa' they are in Africa to protect and pro­
ject their national interests. But some of the Arab states fuelling 
the regional fire claim to be part of us and profess in yearly 
OAU summits their commitment to peace and brotherhood in 
Africa. Sudan, for instance prides herself on being the bridge, 
whatever this means, of the African and Arab worlds. Yet she, 
Saddi Arabia and other Arab states are materially aiding Somalia's 
imperialist designs on Ethiopia.

The reasons so far advanced by the intruders for their partisan­
ship are quite tendentious. Two years ago, Sudan more or less 
admitted that hers was an act of vengeance because the Ethiopian 
authorities sponsored an unsuccessful coup against Numeiry. 
Suffice it to say that Numeiry is a thick-skinned self-righteous 
leader who never looks inwards for plausible explanation of the 
dissatisfaction of his army: the fault always lies in a foreign 
enemy. Lately, the official stand is that the problem of Eritrea 
differs from other sucessionist problems in Africa: why or how, 
Sudan has not bothered to explain For Saudi Arabia, the medieval 
kingdom is not a country to miss any opportunity for a jihad medal.

It does appear that, for the Arab countries, African unity 
begins where Arab brotherhood ends. We begin to doubt the 
viability of the basis of OAU. If Ethiopia is split, one of the 
long-term consequences will be the split of Africa across the 
Sahara.
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When it comes to safety, few cars can 
measure up to a Volvo.

Because the Volvo cars include a host 
of safety features specially designed to 
protect you and your passengers as much 
as possible. Safety belt, Shock absorbing 
bumpers, strengthened passenger cabins, 
dual braking system, collapsible steering 
column, are all standard in Volvo 
cars.

At Volvo; we haven't yet 
designed a car that lasts 
forever, but we have 
designed cars to last longer 
than others. And you will 
find that Volvo combines 
excellent engineering with 
superb finish.

Come to R.T. Briscoe, 
Iganmu or any of our branches
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fety and rdrability.
at Ibadan, Warri, Aba, Kano, llorin, Enugu 
and Jos and we'll tell you more about our 
service back-up.

244DL 21
The thinking man's choice.

R.T.BRISCOE 
k (nigeriajud-
\\ 58L Akanbi Onitin Close

-1 Eric Moore. Iganmu



Letters

Many thingsDear Editor,
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been coming oi 
one time I star

HORN OF AFRICA
What is really happening at the horn 

of our fatherland? Who is kidding who? 
Where is our so-called African Unity 
as symbolised by the OAU?

SOUTH AFRICA
If what you say in your July lead 

(Vol. 7 No. 7) is correct, why are com­
panies like Standard Bank, Mobil, ITT, 
IBM and others mentioned by you, 
still allowed to do business in free 
Africa?

I think the time is come for Africa 
to stop fooling itself. Everyday one

Blacks in Apartheid police: to loam tool 

hears of condemnations of Apartheid 
issued by our leaders. At the same 
time we allow Companies that survive 
by exploiting our brothers in South 
Africa, to operate in our soil yet we 
talk of Western conscience.

It is gratifying to see papers like 
your Magazine expose Apartheid and 
all its evils. I will say more, grease to 
your elbows but please don't be 
discouraged by the double standard 
of our leaders. One day they will learn
BUKA QUABE, Jos, Nigeria.

July lead on Apartheid titled 
Africa and the Impending War' 

interesting reading. I only 
quarrel with your conclusion, 

’he days of Apartheid are num­
bered" you said but to me these words 
are not exactly new. African Press, 
Leadersand sympathetic foreign media 
have been talking of the numbered 
days of Apartheid since the beginning 
of this decade if not since the sixties. 

Lets not deceive ourselves anymore. 
Days of Apartheid can be numbered 
but a period of 100 years is still made 
up of numbered days. The people that 
will really decide Apartheid's fate are 
the Western powers and their comnani- 
es. So that if we follow them to say 
Apartheid's days are numbered without 
seeing concrete action on their part, 
we might go on waiting endlessly for 
the D-day that may not come.
EZEKIEL OKORI, Chicago, USA.

/ear, your Magazine has 
>ut late. So late that at 
irted wondering if yours 

was now a Magazine on its way out! 
Is it true to hold this view?

Permit me to say that it will be a 
sad affair for Africa, for her only 
international Magazine, edited and pub­
lished by her sons and in African soil, 
to die without seeing the light of the 
African day ahead. Is it correct after- 
all to say that nothing good comes from 
Africa?

Please prove me wrong. Afriscope 
must survive no matter the odds.
TOM MBUREI, Nairobi, Kenya.

Dying? Hugh!! Nothing of such. 
Our printers continue to plead machine 
breakdowns. But a radical and perma­
nent solution is on the way.

Editor.

I can't understand. M _ 
do not seem right. One moment, 
we talk of non-interference in internal 
Affairs of brother African countries, 
the next second, we arm rebels who 
make us believe they are fighting for 
freedom. It happened in Zaire, Nigeria, 
and many other countries. Then now 
Ethiopia. But lets face it. Which 
country in Africa is too big to survive 
as one? Have we not had enough 
of puppet States made up of one or 
two towns? States that later on cling 
to the tail of big powers for survival?

I don't care for what is responsible 
present state of affairs at the 
Africa. Neither do I care whe­

ther or’not the Eritrean nationalists 
have a case because all said and done, 
any case if any, will centre around 
tribalistic dissatisfaction. All I strongly 
believe is that Ethiopia and any other 
African country for that matter, is not 
too big to exist as one. Somalia, des­
pite. its denials, should hands-off the 
internal Affairs of Ethiopia. Once 
this is done, this important Horn of 
our land will stop being the big powers' 
arena for power supremacy.
KOFI AGYEI, Accra, Ghana.
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^Nelson 
books

Nelson Business Publications 
have been building effective 
managers for many years. 
In Marketing, Finance Administration 
and related subjects written by 
experts.
That is why Nelson have a world wide 
reputation as builders of successful 
managers.

Thomas Nelson (Nigeria) 
Limited have been 
publishing educational 
books specially for 
Nigeria for many years. 
Over this period we have 
continued to gain the 
trust and confidence of 
Government and educational 
authorities throughout 
the Federation.
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"“aceful settlement and 
ity rule feasible) and the 
)f the guerrilla war.

Dr. Kaunda (ItfiJ and Smith (right/. 
that should not be encouraged in 
Africa.

Ian Smith seemed to be bent on his 
internal settlement. The frontline 
states, of which the Chairman is 
President Nyerere not Kaunda, are 
bent on a truely African settlement 
The two approaches have no meeting 
point. Why the visit, then?

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION
Yes, there should be no nuclear 

proliferation AFTER Black Africa 
secures at least one viable plant.

It is therefore good news from Sir 
Mark Oliphant, the Australian nuclear 
Physicist: "Although I have worked 
in nuclear physics and nuclear energy 
all my life, I cannot believe that 
power from uranium will be more than 
a passing phase in satisfying world 
energy needs particularly as it is clear 
powerful nuclear weapons can be 
made from plutonium extracted from 
spent nuclear fuel. Any nation deter­
mined to do so can make nuclear 
weapons."

Thank God, our imperial masters 
may not be able to legislate on this.

A STEP TOO FAR
The one-day mysterious- visit of 

Rhodesia's Ian Smith to Zambia's Presi­
dent Kaunda as the international pres­
sure on the rebel clique to accept 
the British American peace proposal 
intensifies, is the kind of diplomacy

E
The Togo Republic is fast acquiring 

the reputation of the nerve-centre of 
foreign subversion in West Africa. 
Some months ago, Dahomey gave 
irrefutable proof of the involvement 
of Togo, Gabon and Morocco in a coup 
attempt. Recently, Ghana has accused 
Togo of training saboteurs against the 
Acheampong regime.

Who is paying the bills in poor 
Togo?
SLOW DEATH

According to official statistics, 
Zimbabwe's white population is dwind­
ling fast-at an annual rate of 9,000.

For those who talk about ceasefire 
before the implementation of the 
British-US peace proposal takes off, 
they may do well to see the obvious 
link between white unease in Zimbab­
we (which is the only factor that makes 
any talks of peat 
hope of majority i 
continuation of

THE POLITICS OF POLITICS
No one knows which is easier-ppli- 

tics itself or the politics of politics.
Nigeria's present stage of politics 

of politics-that's preliminaries for the 
return of politics in 1979-has not 
been easy. On the behaviour of the 
actors or their guide (the Federal 
Military Government), the sailing is 
quite smooth. Deadlines are being 
scrupulously maintained, while the 
actors' showing in the Constituent 
Assembly is not poor.

But no one is sure about the mood 
of the polity itself. Old habits seem to 
die hard. The old habits range from 
voters' mercenary evaluations of their 
votes (as may be seen from some 
sharp practices during the local council 
and Constituent Assembly electoral 
preliminaries to the nation's religious 
devotion to high consumption and 
glitter). Nigeria's General Obasanjo 
did warn in the 17th Independence 
anniversary: "Our strength as we march 
forward in our political programme 
will be in our ability to vehemently 
discourage impolitic attitudes, practi­
ces and behaviour which may breed 
chaos in the society."

£
8 I 
’I

I
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KLM

-The reliable airline of those surprising Dili

DC 10 Royal and Economy Class
From 3rd April, 1977

AMSTERDAM

LAGOS____
lues & Sat.

Mon & Fn.

LAGOS

XMSTERD.XM

Dep.

0950- 1710

1210 1735

KLM now offers you 
DC10 service non-stop 
to the biggest tax-free 
shopping centre in Europ

Special Economy Class Excursion Fares 
From Lagos to Amsterdam. London etc N 3 90-00 5® 
Europe between 14 and 35 days Not available between J-' 

1st and July 31st. 1977 To other desnnat.- 
apply to your travel agent or to KU

Every Tuesday and Saturday from 5th 
April, you can catch our new DC 10 
service to Schiphol airport Amsterdam. 
There, you’ll find the biggest tax-free 
shopping centre imaginable, plus quick, 
easy connections to all major European 
and North American destinations. Enjoy 
KLM comfort too, our first class is so 
good that it’s known as Royal Class! 
Fly reliable KLM, and enjoy your trip.

•i-‘ 
klni

WARR!
General Sales Agent Airlink 
70 Warri-Sapele Road 
Opposite Levenos Stores 
P.M B 1126 Tel 499
PORT-HARCOURT

.... Lcventis Stores
House 4 Ah Akilu Road P O Box 899 Tel 21055 
x 275 Tel 43521/2 ENUGU

, General Sales Agent 
Chubcn Travel Agency 
35a Ogui Road 
P.M B 1184

Addresses

LAGOS 
15 Martins Street 
P M B 2237 Tel. 25788/9/80
KANO 
zXirport Road 
PO Box 334 Tel 2276/7/8
KADUNA
Philips He ............. ”
P O. Box
IBADAN 
General Sales Agent Airlink.
2 Nat Akinyemi Way 
PO Box 273 Tel 61279
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pumping is less tedious 
applied on its lever sucks 
of the drum.

ALLPURPOSE PUMPS
Because, in present day Africa, 

many roadside sellers of different oils 
pour these oils from drums physically, 
Macriaught's All-purpose pump is most 

(welcome. Able to pump liquids up to 
a viscosity (molecular resistance to 
flow) of SAE 90, Model A2 meant for 
60-205 litre drums, is ideal for oils, 

I resins, gelloats and many other products 
of petroleum.

What's more, 
as little force 
the liquid out

COWPEA BETTER FOR DROUGHT
According to Legume Physiologist, 

Dr. H.O. Wien of Nigeria’s International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Cow­
peas have a greater capacity to with­
stand short periods of drought during 
the vegetative and early reproductive 
period than Soybeans.

The results of an experiment carried 
out by the doctor indicate that for two 
weeks on stressed field plots without 
water, there was no effect of stressed 
treatments on Cowpea Seed yield, 
whereas Soybean showed reductions 
of 53 and 29% in relation to the well 
watered control plots in two experi­
ments conducted in 1975/76 and 1976/ 
77 croppings seasons.

GREASE FOR SHIP'S LONGER LIFE
Mobil Research and Development 

Corporation has come out with a new 
grease. Called Mobilgrease 28, Mobil 
says, its main job "is to help increase 
fleet readiness by keeping equipment 
in use for longer period."

According to experts, Mobilgrease 
28 helps to extend the overhaul | 
of a ship to once in seven year 
reducing ball-bearing failures, wit 
needing intermediate relubricat.o.

The company claims that only the 
new grease met the target of 10,000 
hrs running time in special tests. "There 
is no question" says Senior Product 
Manager Bill Mareneck "that this is a 
unique high performance grease made 
to meet extremely critical applications"
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Perhaps you've been meaning to do 
something about a room in your 
house, but you're afraid it will cost 
you the earth.
Then how about a floor that looks 
like marble, comes in a dozen 
delightful colours, never needs 
polishing, wipes clean with a cloth, 
lasts almost for ever... and yet isn't 
expensive?
A dream? Not now. Dunlop's new 
Semtex vinyl asbestos floor tiles

Dunlop Semtex Tiles... The Best!
8 AFRISCOPE SEPTEMBER, 1977

Beauty in the home at a new low price!
really do give true beauty in the 
house at an amazingly low price.
After you've done one room with 
Dunlop Semtex tiles, you'll like it so 
much, you'll probably want to do 
the whole house!
. N3.70 per sq. metre retail price.

SEMTEX -tfWWIL
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but 
filter

we 
fort

reach even if the operator
Finally, however, one

- .k- ailability
optional implements.

Aimed at 
understanding < 
managers, the Bi 
in the series.

FINANCE AND COMMERCE

MOBIL: Training For Employees

Sixteen supervisory level employees 
of Mobil Oil (Nigeria) Limited (MONL) 
and Mobil Producing Nigeria recently 
completed a course on Applied Manage­
ment at Benin City-capital of Bendel 
State. Aimed at giving them better 

of their role as future 
Jenin course was seventh 

Messrs. John Dfggan, a 
consultant from UK and Innocent 
Uchendu, MONL's Personnel Manager 
jointly conducted the course.

Addressing the participants at the 
opening Mobil Nigeria Chairman, Robert 
C. Mills declared "We are still in a 
period of great and rapid change and so 
face considerable uncertainty. What 
is clear, though, is that the oil industry 
and those of us who wprk in it are 
facing unprecedented challenges in 
meeting future energy requirements 
in the face of supply-demand imbalan­
ces; soaring costs and economic uncer­
tainties."

Mr. Mills (2nd from right) with Senior Mobil 
officials..... "Ina period of great and rapid 
change....."

within easy r 
settles back. Finally, howevt 
can't help but question the avai 
of very many c._* 1
Understandably front end weights, and 
rear wheel weights should be optional 

can the same be said for dual fuel 
_>rs (which helps protect fuel injec­

tion system) and air precleaners (which 
protects engine against dust)? Should­
n't these be part of the standard espe­
cially for exports to dusty Africa?

INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY 
FORD MULTIPURPOSE TRACTOR

Many things come special to this 
Tractor. The engine is of the 3-cylinder 
design introduced 10 years ago by Ford 
A design which enabled short, strong 
and very rigid cylinder block to be 
used. Power ratings range between 
44.8 kw; 46.2 kw; 60.9 hp and 62.0 
hp.

Exhaust and intake of air for fuel 
combustion are through different pores 
which separate intake air from exhaust 
heat ai d makes room for big straight 
passages.

vvnn a ruggeo ouai-rangea trans­
mission, eight forward speeds are pro­
vided and two in reverse; ranging from 
2.4 kph to 26.8 kph. In addition Model 
4600 has a double-reduction rear axle 
construction. First reduction is by 
rugged ring and pinion gear while the 
second one is effected by "planetary 
gearsets mounted on strong drive 
shafts."

Coming to 'non-technical pluses, t 
have operating ease, service, comfc 
and convenience. The driver's seat 
adjusts by itself to size and weight of 
the operator while the controls are
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COMMERCIAL 
AND TECHNICAL 
REVIEW

' W^f,,Can Por,land Cement Co 
>x 1001 Lagos. Telephone 26151/4.

WHY SUBSIDISE OIL?
•Henry Atenaga

A refinery costs far more than "rtf 
change" to build. And, of course, it ok« 
time. So for small and poor African en­
tries without any at the moment, thechrcs 
are that these may still be missing well 
the 80s and 90s. Hence their dependencer 
other nations is bound to continue.

For countries with refineries, the Ken 
looks different but the end can still be tM 
same. The fact is that where demri 
increases so fast to outstrip supply, matrf 
those countries might themselves turn net 
importers of both refined oil and enrdt- 
Probably in the 90‘s.

Yet. all of these countries cncourigt 
domestic consumption of fuel by sellmgEt 
end product (petrol etc) at heavily subadNd 
prices. Nigeria, for example, lost N 105m• 
revenue between January 1975 andOcWbv 
1976 selling petrol at subsidised pros 

The question Instead of spendingicartt 
millions in keeping the domestic price dWM, 
why don't we devote the sum to rsseetti 
into alternative sources? Do we not know 
that subsidy brings the doomsday rww’

I
Drainage Systems 

for better building practice
And now for the first time, Marley the internationally reputed 
makers of the best Drainage pipes and Sanitary pipeworks are in 
Nigeria to take care of all your plumbing and drainage problems 

Marley pipes are tough and durable Easy to instal and far more 
economical With a wide range of fittings to satisfy any installation 

Marley plumbing components also produce maximum self-cleansing 
flow in the drain and improved hydraulic performance.

And what's more, Marley provide a before and after sales service, 
offering design and Technical Assistance
Price for W.C. Connector from N5 00

Contact us -
Special Products Division, The 1 
Ltd.. 25. Boyle Street, P.O Bo> 
24458. Telex 21299

Pay Off For Marketing Strategy
According to Berger Paints Market-*--; 

Manager, Mr. Rowland Okwechime.; 
new marketing strategy developed | 
his department is paying off handsaw 
ly in the form of increased sales. A»> 
recent Divisional Managers meeting • 
Lagos, he disclosed that promoter 
promise to sen’d the first four distr :, 
tors with highest percentage increaz 
in turnover to Kenya on holidays, c:- 
tinues to pay off so handsomely bee. 
se "everyone wants to go to Kenya 
Kenyatta's land.

In the first week of the strategy,* 
said, orders for thousands of litre 0 
paints were received, Berger Parti 
house magazine, LUXOL PROGRES 
quotes him as saying that "By stag" 
this type of promotion, Berger P; . 
are not only able to enthuse the 
customers to maximising on their p.- 
chases but are able to provide v: 
atmosphere of total commitment B 
total company objectives."
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Africa Now

Lagos UNO Confab: Politics of Conscience

k

Nigeria's Obasan/o and Zambia's Kaunda: Home truths and tears!

Cned the beloved Student.
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Ambassador Young: Some handtwisting for 
the West.

]er
*id

't the most vigilant United 
bargo blockade.
stration during the confer-

also slip past
Nations emba

One illust.
ence revealed the narrow boundaries 
of the politics of conscience. Among 
the most detailed documentation of 
sanctions-bursting by the Western po-

s appeal to the 
action and cons- 

i guide the Lagos 
iference, but in

r
wers, is the movement of a vessel, S A 
Tugeloland, which sailed last May from 
Cape Town to Antigua. At Antigua, 
the vessel under a German Flag though 
South African-owned, loaded military 
hardware under the customs label of 
"Meteorological equipment," a cargo 
that was sent from New York via St. 
Johns in Canada to Antigua. Of course, 
the United States Government could 
always clear its conscience with the 
plea that it thought it was allowing 
through meteorological equipment

The documented evidence of the 
link between South Africa's nuclear 
research and American assistance need 
not also affect Washington's conscience. 
It could always remember the thin line 
between "peaceful" and "offensive" 
ends and claim that its help was hope­
fully directed to peaceful ends.

Perhaps, the politics of conscience 
could gam a little more mileage from 
personal follow ups, the kind of face-to- 
face talks envisaged in Carter-Obasanjo 
talks. But it is not likely that the 
defensive arguments of the West would 
shift until there arc visible alternative 
areas of maximum profit in Africa.

The most effective way of reaching 
the conscience of the West is intensifi­
cation of armed struggle (and conse­
quent threat to the possibility of further 
maximum profits in Southern Africa).

•Olu Collins
General Obasanjo's 

twin central points of 
cience did prevail and 
United Nations Conf 
doing so it revealed the severe limits of 
the conscience option in international 
affairs. The conference succeeded 
more than its predecessors in getting to 
the heart of the South Africa but it 
was woefully helpless in removing the 
long-standing constraints. So, if the 
conference did achieve much, it was 
only in stretching to the fullest the 
efficacy of the conscience option and 
thereby showing to all and sundry that 
this approach cannot effectively solve 
the apartheid problem.

Difficulties surfaced earlier when 
the Western powers, true to character, 
joined all in a chorus of moral angt 
against the inhumanity of aparthei 
system and quickly beat a retreat into 
the ambiguities of diplomatic language 
when the issue went beyond the realm 
of conscience to the pad of positive 
action. Andrew Young, the main 
spokesman for South Africa's military 
might, did not fail to try to intimidate 
-and to a large extent he succeeded- 
non-nuclear Africa with graphic accoun­
ts of the impregnability of a nuclear 
stronghold and with his conviction 
that Africa had a more potent weapon 
in her economic arsenal than in nuclear 
muscle flexing (a conviction always 
tactfully loaned the weight of his 
experience in the civil rights move­
ment). And when intimidated Africa 
turned to examine the possibilities of 
economic warfare, the old hard truth 
surfaced that the Western powers con­
trolled both the routes and supplies 
to Southern Africa and that they could
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Countdown 
to Civil Rule

y had not done n. 
withdraw then rer

□ted 
ime.

try to civilian rule without fixingacr 
for it, and worried about ther 1 
prices of staple food items and b i 
scarcity on the local markets ~ 
past two years, the Ghana Bar Acer > 
tion, at its Annual Conference Me 
Kumasi, in September 1976, •»« 
statement calling on the governmer: ' 
return the country to civilian M 
through the ballot box by 1970. ’’i 
Association threatened that if br 
time the Military 
members would v 
sentations.

Although the government was m 
on the Association's statement. 
groups—a section of the press, prr 
nent chiefs, farmers, and workers-* 
in the statement, a gr 
the government and 
Associati 
ambition. The groi 
that it would be 
Supreme Military 
politicians back tr

year deadline which 
has set itself.

Since the present Military Govern­
ment assumed power in January 1972. 
General I. K. Acheampong, who has 
been Head of State and Chairman of 
the Supreme Military Council, has made 
several speeches assuring Ghanaians 
that it is not the intention of the 
Military to perpetuate itself in power, 
and that as soon as the economy of the 
country is improved, the Military will 
return to the barracks.

These assurances have been strength­
ened by similar speeches coming from 
Commissioners of state in their public 
pronouncements. But there have been 
instances where certain civilians includ­
ing chiefs have urged the Military to 
remain in power for about twenty 
years before handing over to politicians.

Ghana is a Republican State and is 
the first Black African country to

jreat contemt* *•' 
/ernment and condemned M 
tion for inordinate poftci 

)ups further c' 
premature for “<i 
Council to & 

politicians back to power at a» 
when Ghana needed the MilittmW 
the Police to stabilise its eccr" 
create unity among the people r- 
provide a strong basis for the coup­
political future. The first proraff? 
ment which could perhaps, be doc"-- 
as official reaction to the Bar Amc. 
tion’s call for a civilian rule by US 
was General Acheampong's call k»' 
Union Government

The idea for a Union Go.-?'"*' 
was first mooted when the Gwv> 
was inaugurating the recons* 
National Charter Committee in Affi 
on October 12, 1976. In that mau^ 
address. General Acheampong 9£ 
"The National Charter portrays a nW 
of a NEW GHANA. AnewGhanac’i 
Union Government, a new Ghani 5 
Community Government, a Ga.r 
ment to which everybody would be'o'i 
not the party type of Government W 
brings in its trail division, hatred st: 
tional and tribal interest.”

Few weeks after the speech, then 
were supports from chiefs, fame, 
and members of the public describe 
the proposed Union Governmental 
wise system of government devo-dr 
the pitfalls of the Westminster systt’’ 
which is alien to African trad-t:" 
This evidence of tremendous supp.^ 
prompted the government to appe ’ 
an Ad Hoc Committee under the ch: 
manship of Justice Dr. Korantri 
Addow, Attorney-General and Cor"-, 
sioner for Justice to collect and co'W 
views on the sort of Union Govemmri 
that Ghanaians want.

The Storm
Support of Union Government IW 

gathered momentum—officially-imr: 
certain Ghanaians. This was ser

Ghana is expected to return to 
civilian rule on July 1, 1979, under a 
tentative administrative programme 
announced by the ruling Supreme 
Military Council (SMC). By that time 
the country would have been under 
the military for seven years and five 
months.

Details of the programme as announ­
ced by the Military regime on Wed­
nesday, July 13, are:- August 1, 1977 
to January 31, 1978-Compilatiorr of 
voters registers; August 31-Publication 
of laws on a Referendum; September 
30, 1977-Report by the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Union Government; 
March 30, 1978-Referendum; April 
1978-Appointment of Constitutional 
Commission; October 1978-Submission 
of draft Constitution; November 1978 
-Appointment of a Constituent Assem­
bly; March 1979-Constituent Assembly 
completes work on draft Constitution, 
June 15, 1979-General Elections; July 
1, 1979-New Civilian Government 
takes office.

Events culminating in the announce­
ment of the above programme have 
not been easy. There are remote and 
immediate causes leading to the two- 
year deadline which the government 
has $<*♦

■W
Tpong- Soft pedalling on 

Union Govt/
achieve political independence in 1957. 
Its people have exercised popular politi­
cal power for some twenty years. 
They can therefore, hardly endure the 
rigours of military regimes which rule 
by Decrees. All along, since the 
Military assumed power, politicians 
have been manoeuvring to return to 
power. Added to this, is the fact that 
between 1972 ’and now, there have 
been not less than five attempt 
coups to depose the present regin 

The Gathering Cloud
However, General Acheampong has 

never hidden his regime's intention to 
return the country to civilian rule. But 
he has always stated that this could 
only be done when the economy of 
the country is improved. Such pro­
nouncements did not please politicians 
and intellectuals. Their contention is 
that in all the General's assurances, he 
has never been specific about the date 
on which the promised civilian rule 
will be restored. The case of the critics 
is that Dr. K.A. Busia's Progress Party 
was deposed by General Acheampong 
for "economic mismanagement" and 
high prices of commodities in the 
country which resulted in devaluing 
Ghana's currency. They add that since 
1973, when the oil crisis beg an, there 
has been a world wide inflation for 
which Ghana has had its. unbearable 
share. It will therefore, be intolerable, 
they argue, for the military to cling on 
to power until the economy is improved, 
when in fact, the situation has been 
worsening from year to year, all over 
the world.

Incensed by General Acheampong's 
repeated assurances to return the coun-
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Setter trucks 
do better business.

mN%j

F/ar is famous and appreciated by the 
most demanding clients in five con­
tinents for its long tradition of spe­
cialisation in its commercial vehicles; 
for its widely recognised technology. 
--- --------- •i-fy in training technical 
..... ... ... .avets in every part of the 
world and for its constant efforts to 
resolve international transport prob

part of a u- 
•j. represent 

in the 
‘lis huge 

_ jgy and 
3.000 sales 
112 coun- 

•ngth at 
national

£\DD specialized models^ 
tom 44 tonnes to 285 km/h.

Fiat Ve/coh Industrial! is p"" 
nique organisation; Iveco, 
ing five great companies 
commercial vehicles field. This 
pool of experience, technoloi 
heritage, with more than 3,001 
and service dealerships in 112 
tries, makes Iveco a new strer 
the very forefront of the internal 
transport industry

The Fiat group produces hundreds of 
special purpose vehicles The Ferrari 
is only one example We have always 
pursued a double ob/ective in the 
production of commercial vehicles 
Firstly, expansion of the range And intense activity 
secondly, study of the problems of staff on all levels 
particular sectors. We can thus offer 
maximum profitability along with 
maximum specialisation of the product.
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jainst 
d of

irative c
1 bodies

of the Ad Hoc
In the early

of com- 
Associa-

mges, five 
I Commis- 

At the 
the

there were
by some

tings
Accra. I

people spoke against it. 
allowed to do so.

'yone who wanted to e
ig views, was not allowec 
effect,

leaker

i, the universities were 
iwing mediation by 

•at, the 
it indivi-

to barracks, 
civilians were also 
sioners for some 
same time. 
Governor of 
Surgeon 
Hospita

Under the chai 
appointed 
ministries.

the Chief Justice,
the Bank of Ghana, the 

at the Korle Bu Teaching 
. tai and the Head of the Medical 

School were retired while the Com 
mander of the Navy, with the rank of 
Rear Admiral and member of the 
Supreme Military Council was also 
retired. The retirement of these officers 
culminated in the further withdrawal 
of the services of the medical doctors 
and lawyers, notably in Accra.

In the wake of this confusion, the 
Government reinstated the two medical 
officers but not the other retired notary 
members. According to the Govern­
ment, the retirement of the Chief 
Justice was on the strength 
plaints received from the Bar

during the sittir 
Committee in Z 
stages, few p— 
These were allowed to do so. But 
later, anyone who wanted to express 
dissenting views, was not allowed to do 
so. In effect, the Committee had a 
bias for speakers who would support 
and not oppose the proposal.

On several occasions, Dr. Justice 
Koranteng-Addow, the chairman, ex­
plained that the duty of his Committee 
was to collect and collate views on the 
sorf'of Union Government that would 
be suitable for the nation and anyone 
opposing the Committee's terms of 
reference could not appear before it 

Meanwhile, the Bar Association and 
some groups and other out-spoken 
individuals have expressed opposition 
in the forms of memoranda to the 
Committee, ,with others proposed 
Scientific Socialism as Ghana's political 
ideology, with a One or Two-Party 
system of Government. Others too, 
supported the idea of Union Govern­
ment but opposed the inclusion of 
members of the Armed Forces and the 
Police on the grounds that they are 
not to participate in politics," and 

that if members of the Forces want to 
be politicians, they should first resign 
or retire before doing so.

While this was going on, 
a number of demonstrations 
workers, cooperative organisations and 
other organised bodies in favour of the 
Union Government. However, one of 
the greatest oppositions to the Union 
Government proposal came from stu­
dents of the country's three universities. 
On May 13, they staged protest demons­
trations in Accra, Cape Coast and 
Kumasi against it. The students also 
complained of high cost of living, 
corruption in high places and other 
matters affecting the state, and asked 
the Government to resign. The Govern­
ment acted swiftly by closing down 
the universities and asking the students 
to be drafted into farming to produce 
more food to help beat down the cost 
of living.

After a month, 
re-opened, follow ,.a _____ _
Chiefs, the Catholic Secretaria 
Christian Council and prominent 
duals. The students actually reported 
at the campuses but refused to attend 
lectures on the grounds that they would 
only resume lectures if their demands 
would be met by the Military Govern­
ment. But before the universities 
re-opened, the Ghana Medical Associa­
tion embarked on a solidarity strike 
action for the Medical students who 
form part and parcel of the entire 
student body. In that period, patients

at the hospitals were not attended to.
The Medical Association wanted the 

Government to re-open the universities 
before they would restore their services 
to the people.

In spite of the seriousness of the 
impasse, the Government asked the 
medical students and the final year 
students to report at the campuses and 
sit for their examinations, after which, 
they would return to cultivate farms, 
under a programme being drawn for 
that purpose. No final year student 
sat for the examination.

On June 14, the Government made 
certain changes in ministerial assign­
ments. The changes affected some 
senior army officers who held civilian 
appointments and were asked to return

tion itself about a year ago.

Confrontation
Meanwhile, tension was mountq 

in the country. As a result c* • 
petition to the government, a dfld 
confrontation ensued between ft 
Government on one side, and 
Association of Nine Professional Boe e i 
which have been recognised as fac ! 
under Decree No. 143.

The petition dealt with mats'. 
affecting the welfare of the Profess 
Bodies themselves, the economy r: 
the political future of the courr.

The tension further intensified 
on June 23, the Nine Professes 
Bodies sent a joint-petition, to 
endorsed by the Association of Un* 
sity lecturers who had been unh<n 
on the trend of affairs in the cg»'“- 
and had also stayed indoors. Inn 
petitions, the Government was p* 
an ultimatum to resign by July * 
(17th Anniversary of Ghana's Rep-- 
celebrations), otherwise, they wcv- 
withdraw their services. TheypW* 
that the Military should appo"*- * 
transitional government of 
—a Presidential Commission, comprs.* 
the Chief Justice and a represents 
each from the National Counoi»

1 Chiefs and the Association of 

sional Bodies.
The Government did not take« sto 

to this petition. In its view. • 
government, however, kind pmw* 
magnanimous and tolerant, 
consent to abdicate its responsible 
to the people and surrender its author*, 
on the most "extraordinary, unreacr 
able demand for power by some rs 
ponsible, selfish and callous few or 
on destroying Ghana."

However, true to the threats, c 
July 6, some of the professKTM 
actually withdrew their services. The 
withdrawal of the professionals’ $enr« 
came as a surprise to many Ghanwri 
because on the eve of Republic Anr- 
versary, being the day of theexp.ryc’ 
the date of the professionals'ultimate. 
General Acheampong made a taco 
and television broadcast to the rut* 
that the Referendum would be hdd 
in nine months' time to enable Ghane 
ians decide the sort of Union Gontm 
ment or National Government the» 
would choose. He also explained tM 
it was not the intention of the Amwtf 
Forces to dominate the Union Govt"1 ( 
ment or even ask for equal represents 
tion.

By July 10, events in the counts 
had almost become chaotic w*r 
workers of the Ghana Italian Petroku^ 
Company (GHAIP), the Oil Refton 
at Tema, also went on strike. Tn :
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It takes more than tillage
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CATERPILLAR
Cate’>"*r Cat and H a-e Trademarks of Caterpillar Tractor Co.
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' A. ‘

to yield the soil’s wealth.' 
It takes a plan.

Food. A pressing need everywhere. But proper 
tillage alone will not ensure a successful 
agricultural programme.

First, the land may need to be cleared. It may 
have to be formed and drained-or. irrigated. 
Provision may beiweded for storing the crop; for 
moving it to market.

‘■'••v-WOO 13 UCpCllUCIll Upvu u fcw—. r.— — — ,----

tailored to the land, covering every phase of food 
development and transportation. Each country is 
different Each crop has its own requirements.

Grasses for grazing may require only a shallow 
till. But, for high crop yields, there may be a need 

rfor deep tillage that permits better seed

.. I

■" '■ A

■ 4
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germination; improved root growth. Tillage is 
important but it is only part of a plan.

Every phase of food development requires wise 
decisions that best utilise men and machines.

Our experience may be helpful. The machines 
and engines we build play a key role in the success 
of many projects throughout the world. Want to 
know more about the subject?

’ “‘K «i iv nidi net. Write for our booklet “The Essentials of
Success is dependent upon a total plan-a plan Agricultural Development", Caterpillar Overseas, 
ored to the land, covering every phase of food P.O. Box 408, Devad, 1211 Geneva 3, Switzerland.

Or pickup 
a copy from 
your Caterpillar 
Dealer.
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Rail line cut 
by Somalis

SOMALIA
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KENYA

Detail I

The pay off so far (above) for the greedy- 
SomaH's Said Barre (immediate left) at the

Horn of Africa; SomaDS Greed]
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_____ _____ I Barre (immediate left) at the 
expense of Ethiopia's Mengistu Mariam (upper 
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needed educational, health and social 
services simply to save for an extra 
missile or gun to defend threatened 
regimes or their territorial boundaries. 
The big powers appear to be interested 
in safeguarding the crucial oil pathways 
as Arab states are interested in a Red 
Sea alliance of Arab States to be propo­
sed m a conference in October,

Internally the marxist regime in 
Ethiopia is having more than its share 
of armed strife in the entire region. 
It is faced with secessionist as well as 
Marxist-Leninists fighting the regime. 
The government there seems to be 
fighting an escalating war over the 
secessionist province of Eritrea which 
has escalated to the proportions of 
great magnitude. The Eritrean libera­
tion Front (ELF) and Eritrean Popular 
Liberation Front secessionist 
ments in the country, I 
time now been in full cc 
areas of the 
and occupu 
only the | 
a besieged

woikers described their job as "highly 
risky," noting that in the event of 
serious injuries their safety was at 
stake because there were no medical 
doctors to treat thepn- Many vehicles 
were off the road and for the five days 
that the workers were on strike, the 
economy was adversely affected. A 
24-hour ultimatum given by the Govern­
ment did not compel the workers and 
the professionals to resume duty.

On July 12, when the workers 
resumed duty, the government had lost 
substantially.

Mutual Accommodation
Following a dialogue between the 

Government and representatives of the 
Professional Association Bodies, the 
Professionals officially restored their 
services to the public on Monday July 
18, and thus ended the feud. At a 
joint press conference, the public was 

1 informed that members of the Associa­
tion have resumed work "on the basis 
of the undertaking and the assurances 
given by the Supreme Military C 
It also ^merged that the Gov- 
had given assurances of pr 
from victimisation and molest 
any member of the Associations who 
had withdrawn his services during the 
period.

The role played by the Ghana Trade 
Unions Congress needs a special men­
tion. Some attempts were allegedly 
made to influence the T.U.C. or its 

I affiliate bodies to go on strike in 
support of the Professional Bodies 
Associations, and was allegedly averted. 
On more than two occasions, the T.U.C. 
came out with public statements pledg­
ing its support for, and confidence in 
the Supreme Military Council, thus 
avoiding a situation which could have 
aggravated the situation.

The lesson which must be learnt 
from this episode is that ultimately 
power lies with the people. There was 
a certain arrogance and implied heredi­
tary claim to power by the professional 
groups, and a dangerous precedent 
would have been laid if the government 
had bowed to their seven-day ultima- 

' turn- the stability of future governments 
would have depended on the whims 
and caprices of professional groups. 
On the other hand, the professional 
groups did articulate the mood of the 
masses and require commendation for 
their courage; it would have been 
foolhardy for any government, how­
ever powerful, to ignore the mood.

It is a credit to General Acheam- 
pong's political discretion and common 
sense that he dr* not yield to that 
temptation so familiar in African 
politics.

by Blamuel Njururi, Nairobi.
A dark cloud sweeping across the 

Horn of Africa is increasingly assuming 
the colours of an ominous disaster 
that may leave the area economically, 
militarily and politically a catastrophic 
chapter in the history of the entire 
continent

Already pc 
observers alont 
are watching 
with a pessimistic 
lopments which f 
most conservative 
sceptical about pee 
the whole region, 
front, it 
providing the most competitive impetus 
in arms race in which Western and 
Eastern countries are sharing an escalat­
ing stake. The military build-up in 
some countries is perhaps the most 
disturbing aspect in an area where 
most of the countries have nothing 
much to claim m way of political or 
economic stability Large por 
populations are being deprived i

of Djibouti Gulf of Aden

^V'VTT^Ecrtrtro

move- 
have for some

:ontrol of large 
e province having captured 

ied several key towns leaving 
provincial capital, Asmara, 
fortress in a jungle. The

jolitical and economic 
ig with military analysts 

the unfolding scenario 
: eye following deve- 
have left even the 

• peace lovers rather 
eaceful settlement in 

From the military 
it is awesome that the area is

ompe 
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" mya and Ethiopia hr; 

icult to swallow such

Eritreans wish to be independent of 
the Addis Ababa government and their 
determination through mounting assist­
ance from radical Arab states and 
neighbouring Sudan leave little doubt 
that their 16-year struggle has entered 
a decisive stage.

Next to Somalia, the Ethiopian 
regime under strongman Col. Mengiste 
Haile Mariam, is deeply entrenched in 
a battle against Somali-backed insur­
gents claiming 25,000 square miles of 
the Ogaden-an area sparsely populated 
by tribes of Somali ethnic group. 

Big Power Hustle
In recent months victory bulletins 

issued- by the Western Somali Libera­
tion Front (WSLF) broadcast by Radio 
Mogadishu from the Somali Capital,

militif 
Slovakia. 
100,000 p- 
July in Ac

It is questionable whether the 
Soviet and Cuban involvement in 
Ethiopia will have as a decisive role 
as in the Angolan civil war. U.S., 
ambassador to the United Nations,

were blown up by 
iopia has accused 
regular troops into 

■ ■u occupying vast

The backen: Saudi Arabia; Km, Khalid IMO and Pm,deni Numeny ol Sudan.

Andrew Young has said that the Cubans 
may play a stabilising role in non: 
Angola and Ethiopia but a senior 
foreign affairs Somali official wondered 
if in fact Ethiopia may not provide 
a Vietnam for the communists. While 
Russia moved in to fill a vacuum left 
by departing US military advisors and 
to replenish battered Ethiopian arma­
ments, they angered their erstwhile 
ally in the region-the military regime 
of Somalia. The fact that Somalia's 
relations with Moscow are strained to 
almost the breaking point is manifested 
in a turn-about arms pledge policy by 
three Western powers led by the US. 
As the Soviets moved in to flirt with 
Somalia's traditional enemy of Ethiopia, 
President Jimmy Carter announced in 
July that the US would provide defen­
sive weapons to Somalia, Sudan, Egypt 
and Chad. The first three are former 
Soviet allies in the Horn of Africa. 
Similar gestures were made by France 
and Britain. What most observers fear 
is that this overt western challenge 
the Soviet Union in the region •

substantially. Several tons of military 
ware have been airlifted from the 
Soviet-armed Lybian Jamahiriyah and 
several hundred Russians and Cubans 

reported to be swarming Addis 
aba, and battle zones as military 

advisors, doctors and technicians in a 
variety of fields. It has received R34 
tanks, 60,000 small arms and other 
equipment from North Korea compri­
sing uniforms for a 300,000 people's 

ia and new weapons from Czecho- 
Most were paraded in a 

people's militia unveiled in 
Addis Ababa, 

questionable 
ind Cuban

have claimed massive success in large 
areas. Ethiopian territory and towns 
which only about a year ago seemed 
secure are now falling into the hands 
of insurgents who early August reported 
serious fighting in the military academy 
town of Harar and are said to be besieg­
ing the main commercial town of Dire 
Dawa. Dire Dawa is an important link 
town along the Addis Ababa Djibouti 
railway line which serves as Ethiopia's 
life line to the sea. Traffic along the 
line has been halted for several months 
after three bridges v 
the WSLF. Ethic 
Somalia of sending regi 
the battle field and < 
areas.

How long Ethiopia will stave off the 
mounting tide and what will be left 
of the 29 million people empire is not 
certain. Since April this year, the 
Addis regime severed military ties with 
its traditional supplier the United States 
and landed itself in open Russian arms. 
Over a period of less than six months, 
Ethiopia has beefed up its arsenal

intensify super power competilicn it 
the region. Oil-rich Saudi Arabia s 
expected to foot the bill of what ma, 
run into several billion dollars just 
short of what Carter describes as <■> 
overall reduction of the current volun 
of sales running at about 10 billioa 
dollars. Egypt with her volatile Midth 
~ problems will see US arms up 

fold from 40 million dollars to 
200 million. Saudi has pledged 4C0 
million dollars in assistance shov'd 
Mogadishu break ties with Moscow 

African Greed, African Imperialism
Sudan has bones to pick with bo? 

Libya and Ethiopia, Sudan's Jaffar 
Niumery has frequently accused G& 
dafi and the Ethiopian regimes d 
fermenting coup plots in Sudan. h 
fact Niumery has grown to be acks 
pal of Sadat in respect of Libya Si'tt 
they see a common enemy in the persci 
of Gaddafi. Peace among the three 
countries who are all members of th 
Arab League of Nations is f«r 
near and prospects of military supr 
riority by any of them (Egypt be-; 
the one with an upper edge re­
appears not to be a deterrent to Ltd 
which has an upper hand over rt 
land-locked Sudan. TheUShasayetc 
to provide to Sudan 6 C130 transpc’ 
planes and may sell F5 fighters. TN’ 
antagonistic relations do not 
well for a Middle East peace settlemert 
—an Area where Egypt takes most c‘ 
the blunt when war errupts.

Somalia is regarded by her ne?*- 
bouring Ethiopia and Kenya s i 
"marauding power" adept to achc.t 
"Great Somalia" comprising five ares 
which the colonial rule placed unde1 
different countries. So far the "Greater 
Somalia" represents the present Rep.: 
lie of Somalia being a merger of th 
British and Italian Somaliland whid 
united at the time of independence 
Ethiopia and Kenya are wary sbc. 
article 6 paragraph 4 of the Soma’: 
constitution which provides for th 
unification of all five Somali populate 
area. So far those left are the recent!- 
independent Djibouti, the Ogaden te 
gion in Ethiopia ceded by Brjtain u 
1897 (thus Somali's claim that Ethiopi 
is a colonising power) and a la’? 
chunk of Kenya's north eastern area 
The two countries further claim thj 
the five-star point Somalia flag is 
manifestation for its expansionist desig 
in the Horn of Africa. Somalia on th 
other hand contends that people c 
those areas should be given the righit 
their self-determination because the 
were
Obviously Ken' 
found it diffic
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Kenya s Foreign Minister, Waiyaki.
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in August Ethiopia displayed 
shot down 

Somalis who

The gun I top left/; the Soldiers (top right! and the city: Dire-Dawa ( above/-the 
Somali end and meansl

seven Somalis and six Kenyans, w 
vehemently refuted by Mogadisl 
which claimed no involvement. / 
Libreville, Nairobi and Mogadishu Siad 
Barre's officials and envoys echoed a 
similar tune—Somalia's non involve­
ment. Kenya was never convinced and 
showed it openly when Barre dispatched 
one of his three vice-presidents, Gen. 
Hussein Kulmie Afrah on what Somalia 
termed as a goodwill mission to Kenya. 
The Somali visitor on a week-long visit 
to Kenya with a number of government 
officials received such a cold shoulder 
that political observers in Nairobi spe­
culated the Somali mission had not 
been sanctioned by the Kenya govern­
ment. They did not have long to wait 
before Kenya's foreign assistant minis­
ter, Mr. Kassim Mwamzandi, told par­
liament that the Somali party had 
actually burdened themselves upon 
suspicious Kenyans. Mwanzandi said 
that Kenya received a cable from

Kenya, Next Target
In June when a border shoot-out 

flared up in the remote post of Rhamu 
on the Kenya-Ethiopia border, Kenya 
made no bones about Somalia's regular 
troops having been involved. Kenya's 
foreign Minister, Dr. Munyua Waiyaki,

who was leading the Kenya delegation 
to the OAU summit meeting in Gabon 
Libreville, accused Somalia of aggres­
sion and sounded a warning to the 
effect that Kenya, would defend her 
people, property and territory without 
reservations. Kenya had Ethiopia on 
her side condemn Somalia at Libreville 
although back home they appear to be 
bent on the policy of "everyone for 
himself and god for us all." Kenya has 
turned a blind eye on the Somalia 
involvement in Ethiopia although 
Ethiopia particularly through its am­
bassador in Nairobi, Mr. Ato Mengiste 
Desta has on frequent intervals dragged 
Kenya into the debate of territorial 
claims by Somalia.

The border shoot-out which claimed

bitter pill. Ethiopia has turned down 
a Somali proposal that insurgents fight­
ing in the Ogaden should be repi 
in an organisation of Africar 
(OAU) mediation committee set 
July to reconcile the warring i 
bours. In August Ethiopi.'* ,<i*“ 
Somali Mig 21 wreckage 
in the Ogaden and two St 
said they were regulars in the Somali 
army.
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Nigeria: Elites Everywhere
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I politi- 
Is were

Chief Rotimi Williams-Protest for 
elite clients?

fact is that most of the new set of 
politicians seem to have qualified, main­
ly via the index of material affluence, 
for the respect of their various consti- 
circulated to the top (or nearly the 
tuencies. The grim result then, is that 
the Constituent Assembly is peopled 
mainly by members who, by the virtue 
of this criterion of social respect, have

Members of the Foreign Exchange Tribunal: Col. Vatsa (left}; Chairman: Justice Orojo 
(Mido<e) and Mr. Ok on Una.

From Constituent Assembly results 
to the dramatic Foreign Exchange 
trials, two major events that consumed 
the attention of the nation recently, 
the message persists that the primary 
index of social prestige in Nigeria is 
money and, inspite of the tough egali­
tarian counter-pul) of the Obasanjo 
regime, the various elite groups continue 
to over-inflate the real value of this 
index. A crime phenomenon like the 
foreign exchange scandal is of course 
on the other extreme and of the social 
spectrum while an honourable exercise 
like electoral race into the Constituent 
Assembly belongs to the other, but one 
requires little stretch of the imagination 
to see that a tie links both and that 
this is the overwhelming influence, 
computed in terms of money, of many 
of the actors in the different theatres.

The electoral campaign for the Cons­
tituent Assembly was almost an exclu­
sive elitist game. The weak financial 
muscles pulled in no time and of course 
limped out of the competition early 
in the race. The weak muscles, consist­
ing mainly of socialist leftists, various 
social idealists and generally not-mate- 
rially too-well-off political aspirants, 
ironically represented by and large the 
much-discussed new political class who 
were to replace the old political genera­
tions. New faces-numerically a majo­
rity, too-did successfully gain entry 
into the Constituent Assembly, but the

Mogadishu on July 11, two weeks 
after the border incident, saying the 
vice-president would be headed to 
Nairobi for a week’s visit as of July 14. 
Kenya never responded and as Afrah 
and his party went as scheduled only 
just managed to meet the Kenyan 
counterpart Daniel Arap Moi two days 
before his trip ended in a low profiled 
diplomatic courtesy gesture. The two 
vice-presidents and a team of govern­
ment officials agreed on a loose propo­
sal to set up a border commission 
ostensibly to look into border clashes, 
promote trade, veterinary and social 
services and mutual co-existence along 
their common border. The Somalis 
may use the commission to dispute 
the existing Kenya boundary which 
Somalia says is disputable but Kenya 
is unlikely to entertain that. Observers 
think that Somalia wants to first see 
the Ogaden battle won before turning 
to Kenya and even then its role will be 
supporting kind of shift a secessionist 
who fought guerrilla skirmashes soon 
after Kenya's independence until the 
Arusha memorandum of understanding 
in 1967, mediated by President Kenneth 
Kaunda of Zambia.

When Carter announced that his 
administration would sell defensive 
arms to Somalia, most Kenyan 
cians and government officials 
dumbfounded. The US has in recent 
years come out as a willing arms dealer 
for Kenya. Currently the Americans 
are building one of what will be the 
biggest embassies in the region in 
Nairobi. Kenya has on order some ten 
F-5A fighters from the US and initial 
shipments are expected early next year 
for about four of them. When they 
arrive they will be the most sophisticat­
ed fighter bombers for Kenya which 
hitherto has been spotting 9 vintage­
type British BAC-167 StrikeMasters 
and FAG-9 Hawker Hunters all of 
which are looked down upon by 
Somalia with 52 Somali combat air­
craft. Kenya with about 10,000- 
strong army (Somali 20,000 men armed 
with modern Soviet weapons) is ill 
equipped and no matter how well the 
British, American and Israeli-trained 
military personnel might be, there has 
been growing feeling in the region that 
much' more should be spent on arma­
ments. The prospect of diverting vast 
sums of money for military deploy­
ment by a country which has borrowed 
substantially to boost agricultural and 
industrial infrastructure is what is 
worrying many Kenyans. There are 
unconfirmed reports that one jet fighte 
from Kenya was shot down during a 
hot pursuit attack after the June 
incident.
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Kenya: Unemployment
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I to € 
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A li'

?aks as 
v'vern- , 
..<n of ! 
>wth is

- —-> evasive as a deceptive- 
>anse of estuary quietly but 
fling into a mighty wave 

engulf both the ship, i 
the neighbouring shore, j

Political critics of the govemmr. 
on the other hand, see no good in ih 
plan. To them, it is an attempt to t 
Kenyans to Arab tycoons in Si.: 
Arabia as slaves/ Leading the oppr. 
tion is Mr. Juma Boy, Mombasa IP 
and Secretary-General of COTU It- 
dentally, both Messrs Shariff and Here- 
di are also MPs from Mombasa r: 
political opponents of Mr. Boy. k 
one stage COTU went as far as to 
mand the reference of the matter •. 
the Assembly of ILO in Geneva.

One fact though, it is hard todeti 
mine whether or not Mr. Shaffirandh 
partner are acting as bonafide Kenya-: 
or Kenyans with Arabic origins wtar 
they unfortunately are. On one hr:, 
unemployment is so high in Kenya t*.: 
it can be assumed both politicians 
acting in the *•
country. ~ 
Arabia's | 
brings to

- the best interests of th 
On the other hand, Sa.: 

position as an Arab cou'’ ■ 
the fore the issue of d.^ 

interests which Mr. Boy and his to 
ers are now trying to capitalise or 
Unemployment

The unemployment situation « 
no where better presented than ai 
research report issued by two KT 
members of Nairobi University he 
year and quoted in Afriscope (Vo-_!

President Jomo Kenyatta and his Labour Minister (right) Mr. Nyamweya. caught tn Idiot:' 
politics.

Bug. Shehu Yar’Adua. ....by the people, 
for the........"

top) elite circuit and who as a result do . . - 
not threaten, by their known views, ! plan, 
the basis and structure of the existing , 
elite formation. A field day for the j 
Nigerian system and its criterion for 
the selection of ruling elites.

The Foreign Exchange scandal-in a 
sense, the economic (even if of a darker 
and criminal shade-side of the elite 
phenomenon-was almost bent on lead­
ing the society to the same result. In 
the middle of the trial, the group of 
defence Lawyers decided to promote to 
a cardinal point of human rights the 
issue of retrospective legislation, a stab 
of conscience and cry of righteous 
indignation that predictably waited un- i 
til the spray of the corrective detergent 
of the military regime reached their ■ 
fellow elite group.

Typical of elite groups everywhere 
(at least in the- developing countries), | 
the cost to the nation is secondary. , 
No one would of course blame the 
declining curve of Nigeria foreign 
exchange graph on foreign exchange 
racketeering, but one cannot shrug off 
as chicken feed the rumoured loss of 
over one billion dollars through this 
source.

That the regime, to the applause of 
the masses, firmly rejected the learned 
plea of the defence lawyers spe< 
much for the firmness of the gove 
ment as for the malignant growth 
the elite phenomenon. The gro\ 
pervasive. It is as evasive as a dece 
ly calm exp« 
surely swell 
threatening 
the captain,.

The Central Organisation of Trade 
Unions (COTU) made up of about 47 
trade unions, argued that because orga­
nised labour movement was not in exist- 

• ence in Saudi Arabia, anything could 
happen to Kenyans recruited and if at 
all the offer was to be considered, it 
should be channelled through Govern­
ments of both countries. Apparently, 
COTU believes that conditions would 
be better spelt out if things were hand­
led by the Governments.

"The Constitution is very clear on 
the matter, and any Kenyan is free to 
go anywhere to seek employment” So 
declared Vice-President Moi in parlia­
ment in a bid to suppress the brewing 
storm over job offers from Oil-rich 
Saudi Arabia. Authoritative though he 
was, it was apparently an attempt that 
failed to pay off.

Two politicians, Messrs Shaffir 
Nassir and S. Hemedi, had sparked off 
the controversy when they announced 
plans to provide 4,000 jobs for Kenyans 
in Saudi Arabia. At a salary of not less 
than K. Shs. 2,500 per month, the 
offers were too attractive for workers 
to ignore; hence the official nod. But 
this did not deter other politicians and 
the Trade Unions from opposing the
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workers?

of the program can be reviewed with a 
situation. New equipment is in- • flip of a monitor's switch. It’s simple, 
’.-------- j----- j.positive and practical.

Elsewhere, Sony U-matic can help 
new workers get the feel of their job 
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Sony’s U-matic system covers 
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Sooner or later every factory faces the 
same s  
stalled to upgrade productivity. But with­
out enough skilled workers to operate it, 
all that is upgraded is problems. The 
vocational training needed will be costly 
and time-consuming. Or so some zJ** 
people think. (

Think Sony U-matic. 'Video- / 
cassettes, a Sony U-matic video 
recorder/player and monitors at w '-j 
different work stations bring i
the whole recorded vocational 1
training program 
to workers 
where they ' a f 
work and as e 
they work. 
Any part 

i.
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An ITT POWER SYSTEM can save you a great 
deal of money.
It will pay for itself many times over, in 
averyshorttime.lTTPOWERSYSTEMScomein I 
many sizes, from a small house-hold unit to units 
for hospitals, airports, computer centres, banks, 
food plants... all industrial and agricultural purposes.

Need to maintain essential services? Keep your 
production line going? Or do you just want to keep 
your home in order... well-lit and cool?
You can lose a great deal of money when the 
power fails. In wasted man hours In production line 
failure. In the destruction of perishable goods

Automatic or Manual— 
ZSKVA N4,744-00; 50KVA N7.39S00
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Vice-President Arap Moi.........
for employment"

One and only Kenyatta being cheered by the ( 
unemployment and short pt

irices. 
>nn to 

■ "ow 
it is hard to refuse. This, no 

, was the more reason why the

• long with increasing 
t?

> people but for how / 
uerformance in plans!

.ansport sec- 
i 29.9 to 30 
period. Yet 
88 per cent

report, 2.5 
tool leavers 

gradua- 
In addi- 

expected to 
>78 over the 

wrote Afriscope, 
f size stayed as 
apment plan) at 
>n of one income 

told would imply the

jenditure on agriculture has 
ung comparatively in recent 

years. In addition, many youngsters 
have trouped to the urban centres to 
the detriment of the farms, 
agriculture percentage of capital ex­
penditure (34.8) had declined to 15.1 
per cent by 1973 while trans 
tor's share increases from 22 
per cent within the same | 
the farms still account for 
of labour force as at last year.
Foreign Exchange Angle

Another plus for the Saudi Arabian

deal comes from the angle of foreign 
exchange. During that 1973/75 period 
of all-time low commodity prices, 
Kenya's reserves went down with 
nothing to support it. 173 million 
Special Drawing Rights (SDR) recorded 
in 1973 dropped to 158 million in 
1974 and by third quarter of 1975 it 
had reached 145 million SDRs. Thanks 
to upwards movement since then in 
coffee and tea prices, it changed direc­
tion by 1976 and in May this year 
external reserves stood at 425 million 
SDRs according to IMF monthly statis­
tics. The fact that becomes apparent 
is the dependence of the Kenyan eco­
nomy on changes in commodity pr‘ 
Hence when a chance comes along t 
reduce this dependence, no matter hoi 
little, it is hard to refuse. This, 
doubt, was the more reason why 
Government told the Arab Kenyans to 
go ahead in not so many words.

Despite the political benefits Mr. Boy 
and his friends hope to get from oppo­
sing the deal, the fact still remains that 
it is difficult now to honour the 
Government's 1974-78 plan pledge to 
provide jobs for all by 1980. From the 
point of view of the unemployed, the 
2,500 shillings offer is nothing but 
most welcome. But, as critics point 
out, its political price requires careful 
re-think.

understandable. Adverse effects of oil 
crisis and until 1976, low prices for 
coffee and tea have tended to tie the 
Government hands. In 1973, for exam­
ple, oil bill was Shs. 424m and by 1974 
had more than tripled to 1616m shil­
lings. The effect of which has been 
the continuous balance of payments 
deficit and combined Government 
capital and current accounts which 
has been out of balance. Compared to 
surpluses of 145.8m and 187.4m shil­
lings recorded in Government current 
account in 1969 and 1972 respectively, 
capital expenditure was 472m and 
1064m shillings in the same '69 and '72. 
Hence, President Kenyatta had no 
alternative than to go on looking outside 
for help.

To make matters worse. Government 
capital expe 
been declini 

irs. In <6 No. 8). According to this i 
million Standard Seven sch( 
and 400,000 forms four and six 
tes are expected by next year, 
tion, population was also ( 
put on 2.3 million by 191 
figure in 1974. Hence, 
"if the average family 
planned (74-78 develop 
6 persons, the provision 
earner per househc 
creation of 400,000 jobs whereas each 
family with two income earners will 
double the figure, even before making 
provision for the school leavers with no 
where to go!" And indeed these school 
leavers are very great in number.

As per 1960, school enrolment ratio 
was 49 for Primary and 3 for Second­
ary but by 1970 this had risen to 67 
Primary and 9 Secondary. In all 
probability then, 1970's younger gene­
ration who were enrolled in these 
schools should be out by now available 
for employment. Yet in this same 
year, 48 per cent of total population 
was made up of youths of 14 years and 
below while between 15 and 64 years 
accounted for another 48 per cent.

Naturally one would expect this to 
reflect on the number of employed 
people in the course of years. In 1960 
3.3m were employed, 5.1m in 1970 
but the sad development is that estima­
tes lor last year put the figure at 5m, 
recording a drop.

Infact, statistics for last year have 
confirmed that paid employment drop­
ped by 1 per cent in 1976, the first in a 
decade. In other words, in the mix of 
increases in population and number of 
school leavers, investment and job 
creation have moved at such a slow 
pace that by last year it was apparent 
things were not well.

This, to an objective observer, is
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If you’ve never owned a 
Caterpillar Lift Truck, 
how do you know you 

have the be©t?
Get the facts from Cat

If you change to Caterpillar, you 
can get more production, less 
downtime and greater value from 
your lift trucks.

For instance: 16 Caterpillar 
M-Series electric lift trucks averaged 
no less than 97.2% availability 
during 31,699 service hours. That’s 
a fact

Before you bought Caterpillar, 
you’d want more proof, of course. 
But just consider the broad facts that 
back our specific claims.

Experience: Caterpillar’s own 50 
years reputation in machinery 
building combined with its 
acquisition of lift truck pioneer, 
Towmotor, puts a wealth of rugged 
knowledge behind the current range.

Quality: From pioneering towing 
trucks in 1919, and introducing one 
of the first conventional lift trucks in 
1933, Caterpillar now manufactures 
in 11 countries in 19 plants that 
includes an all new lift truck facility 
where one out of every 7 men on the 
production line is devoted solely to 
quality control.

Engineering: Through heavy 
investment in research, develop­
ment and engineering, the 
company now employs over 4,000 
scientists and technicians in 
research alone to produce trucks 
that work better, handle easier,last 
longer.

Product Support: With 23 
major parts depots, and 900 service 
outlets all computer-linked in 120 
countries. Caterpillar’s local dealer 
network can keep lift trucks work­
ing at peak performance through­
out the world.

Range: To cover almost every 
conceivable materials handling 
task. Caterpillar offers 46 different 
models from 2,000 to 60,000 (1,000 
to 27,300 kg) with a choice of 
cushion or pneumatic tyres and 
diesel, petrol, electric of LP Gas 
power.

If your trucks don’t have the 
same pedigree, the/re probably 

I costing you productivity-and 
money.

Put it right by calling your Cat 
Dealer now.E CATERPILLAR

nent. Division of UAC of Sierra leone Lid.. P O Bor 127. Freetown. Tel: 2B07 
.^-.pment Co . P.O. Box 299. Monrovia. Tel. 22279
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Two ways: On shore (above) and Off shore (bottom right) drilling for the black goldl

The Energy Crisis
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for 1985 still expect this surplus trend to 
continue. With consumption growing at the 
rate of 454 per cent per year, by 1985, de­
mand for oil is expected to reach 95m barrels 
per day. Compared to projected production 
capacity (105m barrels per day), the surplus 
will bo in the range of 10m barrels per day. 
Hence, so long as other energy sources 
provide their share of growth to make up the 
total world energy requirement of 190m 
barrels per day of oil equivalent (growth 5 
per cent per year), there shouldn't be any 
crisis.

At this stage, however, one can't help 
looking further than this rosy mirage. 
Depending heavily, as we are, on oil, any 
disbalance in the oil projection will precipi­
tate a major crisis in World Energy Situation. 
And that precisely, according to oil experts, 
is what we have got on our hands.

In the first place, the production projec­
tion would only be a possibility if invest­
ments and discoveries follow the trend 
achieved in the past decade. In other words.

We offer a review of the World and African Energy situation by our Staff 
writer, HENRY ATENAGA. The review is based partly on papers and discussions 
in an energy Seminar held recently in Lagos.

To some, more than enough has been 
said and written about the imminent Energy 
Crisis. Living for the present with little or 
no time for future-time paradise, talking of a 
crisis that is yet to come is, to this group of 
people, a misadventure gone too far.

In a way, they are correct. Right from 
1938, when discovery of large oil fields in 
Middle East led to world shift to this new 
source, supply of oil has been in the surplus. 
Coal, the former major source, was displaced 
overnight and by 1972 oil and gas accounted 
for over 50 per cent of World Energy Con­
sumption. Both grew at the rate of T'/> per 
cent per year within the period. Of course, 
this share is still growing and coal is still 
losing. So given the present surplus in oil 
supply, the indifferent attitude of these mon 
ol the present becomes inevitable

For example, in 1960, oil production 
capacity was 28m barrels per day and 58m 
barrels by 1975. On the other hand, consum­
ption was 22m barrels per day in 1960 and 
53m barrels few years later. Even projections

we need the billions invested in the past 
decade and much more (to account for 
inflation) to achieve the projected volume of 
production. This however, will be hard to 
come by for various reasons. For one, unless 
Oil Companies revert from present low- 
profit-margins to pre-1973 high margins, 
investment incentives will be no where near 
levels achieved in the past decade. Even 
then, given present prohibitive legislation 
and conservation cutbacks, improved reco­
very techniques will be needed to meet the 
required production level. Hence, assuming 
the required investment level is met, this can 
only guarantee that demand does not out­
strip supply before 1985. After 1985, limits 
to technological * advancement will make a 
crisis inevitable. Eight years from now, we 
should either be in a position to switch to 
other energy sources or else the crisis in oil 
will precipitate a World Energy Crisis very 
much different from the 1973 crisis.

Other Sources
The first alternative source that comes 

to mind, especially for developed countries, 
is Nuclear Energy. All things being equal, 
experts predict that by the year 2,000 
Nuclear Energy should meet over 20 per 
cent of world energy requirements (equiva­
lent to 1975 non-Communist oil production). 
Compared to expectations for 1985, (9 per 
cent), this, no doubt, means a steep rise. 
In fact, said one expert, this will mean 
commissioning of one nuclear plant every 
254 weeks in Western Europe and one every 
2 weeks in the United States. But here 
again there is a big question mark.

A lot of constraints on the path of 
Nuclear Energy makes one question the 
possibility of meeting this. Environmenta­
lists' resistance, technological shortcomings 
and world uranium prices are but a few of 
the problems the world will have to overcome 
to brinb Nuclear Energy to the fore.

After Nuclear Energy, we have gas as a 
second possible source of energy. Presently, 
gas is inevitably flared and although, it is at
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The Akosombo dam in Ghana; an example of where hopes lies for Africa.
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times associated with crude oil, it remains 
a yet-to-be fully tapped source of energy 
Only about 300.000 barrels a day oil equiva­
lent is currently carried over the world and 
by 1980. given present facilities, this might 
increase to 700,000 barrels per day oil equi­
valent. World gas reserve stands at between 
1000-2000 bilhon barrels (25% in OECO 
countries. 30% in Communist and 45% in 
developing ones) But establishing an LNG 
plant for liquefaction of these presents a lot 
of problems.

There must be financially and technically 
sound customers available apart from capital 
requirement of between S2bn. to S2.5bn 
per plant. Only 5 LNG plants are presently 
in operation and any substantial increase in 
world supply of liquefied gas in the near 
future lies solely with the United States 

• where production can be increased from 
500m metric tons to 2,000m metric tons by 
the year 2000

Coal can still have a part to play in avert­
ing the crisis. Its reserves dwarf proven 
reserves of both oil and gas but only half are 
recoverable at present prices The same goes 
for shale and tar sands Although they can 
be processed to o<t at current US oil prices, 
only one large-scale plant is currently operat 
mg m the world (in Canada) for tar sand 
None for shale Utilisation of natural forces 
like in windmills and dams have no inter­
national value in the fight against energy 
shortage mainly because they cannot be 
exported

In the final analysis, there is no gainsaying 
the fact that, like Mr. J. D. Lunn put it "the 
forthcoming period will be one of energy 
transition (1980 1985) away from oil as the 
dominant fuel Greater international co­
operation among increasingly interdependent 
nations is essential" to make it a fruitful 
one

The African Situation
Because we have just, more or less, started

lanta, Georgia.

Despite prospecting and minor 
newly discovered in countries like CM: 
Cameroon, it will be impossible for pre'.: 
tion to remain or better 1976 levels « 
into 80s for a number of reasons.

One expects lack of investment 
this period to be more 
Africa than in the rest 
Nationalisation and 
prevalent, company

using oil, a handful of African countries do 
not have oil refining facilities neither do they 
□roduce crude. They depend on other coun­
tries for refined oil So that if one tries to 
compare African petroleum production with 
consumption, the exercise becomes somehow 
useless except of course, we assume Africa 
is in no way dependent for energy on other 
nations.

By 1985, Africa is not better off. African 
crude oil production per day stood at 5,944 
barrels in 1973, then dropped continuously 
to 5.571,000 barrels and 5,053,000 barrels 
in the next one year and two. (n 1976, 
Nigeria, Libya, Algeria and Egypt fared 

but Gabon went further down. With 
if we compare the 2.8m barrels per 

turned m 1973 3.01m barrels and 
I 3.31m barrels per day on 1975 
7 respectively, it becomes apparent 

that we have surplus in Africa too. And 
with experts expecting African consumption 
to stay at the rate of 3.9m barrels per day 
by 1980 and 5.5 m barrels per day in 1985, 
it stands to reason that if production remains 
at improved 1976 levels, the surplus should 
continue. At this stage, however, the African 
situation shows a marked difference from 
the world situation.

__ pronounced *;• 
ejt of the world. Wd 
Africamsation pc'c* 
profit margins f-?' 

become so low that any investment r. I v 
government-led. Secondly, as countries* : 
their precious reserves go down with c 
much left to achieve in the economy. »?■ 
will take to cutbacks in production cr e«r 
have this forced on them by the depfet " 
not too large deposits. For example, G.::_ 
continuous drop in production it d-i 
exhaustion of deposits and failure to d>sc- 

more.
Then, we have the gap between c£t 

production and final product consume:.' 
created by lack of adequate refining faojt« 
If African countries without refineries co 
not construct theirs, when the world crus 
comes, this inadequacy will work egertt 
Africa so effectively that even by 1980 W 
might become a net importer in quanta 
terms, unless, we too ’ *
alternative sources.

The Alternatives
For us, salvation lies in the utilisation c* 

natural resources. Hydro-Electric po«’ 
generation is the first that easily comes to 
mind. Happily, almost all African countries 
have recognised this source. As a result, tM 
past three years have seen an unprecedented 
increase in plans for new dams.

In Mali, a hydro-electric static” ; oosd 
with 4 turbo-alternators gener • • , 54 300 
kilowatts is to be established. Similarly, m 
Mozambique work on the 2nd phase of tt» 
Massiger dam has started in addition to the 
Camborra Basso dam already on stream. 
Ivory Coast, Zambia, Zaire and Tantra 
also have similar plans.

In Zambia, with the 1st stage of the 
Kanba Dam already commissioned, the 2nd 
stage (additional two 150 mwi generatcrjl
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Wteira you need

dependable generator sets
e©omfi on us.

Whatever your electric power needs 
there’s a Cat-built generator set to 
meet them. Single units meet require­
ments In the 50 to 930 kW range, while 
multl-unit systems are available for 
requirements above this.

Dependability. Cat-built generator 
sets meet the same engineering and 
quality standards that have earned 
Caterpillar earthmoving machines a 
world-wide reputation for dependa­
bility

To operate efficiently in hot. dusty 
conditions. Cat engines have adjust­
ment-free fuel systems, large capacity 
radiators, heavy-duty air cleaners, and 
quick-change fuel and oil filters

Tropicalized Cat SR4 brushless 
generators are virtually maintenance- 
free and fully insulated against high 

i temperatures and fungus
Easy Installation. Caterpillar 

generator sets - from 50 to 420 kW - 
are factory assembled and delivered 
complete with control panel, automatic 
shutdown protection systems and skid 
or fuel tank base - for easier handling 
and installation.

Dependable support We are your 
Caterpillar dealer You can count on us 
for full services and prompt parts 
supply Experienced servicemen are 
on call for repairs and maintenance - 
to keep your generator sets working 

K with year round dependability 
•.’V Why not contact us today?

pg | TRACTOR S | 
fe I EQU I PM BVT | 

[H
Head Office: Taylor Road, Iddo, 
P.M.B. 1015, Ebute-Metta, Tel. 43310 
Assembly Plant and Sales Dept: 
Imam Dauda Road, 
Off Eric Moore Road, Surulera.
Branches: Kaduna, Kano, Maiduguri, 
Warrl, Port Harcourt.
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stands out as irresistible in the face of the 
imminent crisis. Drop in its production and 
consumption gave rise to the increased use of 
oil and gas today. Coal mining depends to a 
great extent, on the structure and position 
of the reserve in the earth's crust. But 
broadly speaking, the various mining methods 
can be divided into two—Surface and Deep 
mining. Surface mining is the most welcome 
but unfortunately is the least applied because 
most coal reserves lie deep in the ground. 
Recovery ratio in surface mining can be as 
high as 95 per cent although on the average 
about 80 per cent.

In deep mining, on the other hand, des­
pite risks of cave-ins, roof-falls, explosions 
etc., recovery ratio is a mere 50 per cent 
and average production per man per day is 
11 tons compared to 35 tons in surface

^11 hopefully be commissioned by 1982 
Ivory Coast’s 6,400 metres long and 38 
metre high, 900 kw dam is already being 
worked on at Buyo and will come on 
stream by 1980. This will augment the 
Tsabo project on River Bandama which is 
expected to have average running capacity 
of 110 megawatts.

But no African nation has, so far, been 
able to beat Senegal in the utilisation of the 
abundant Solar Energy. Apart from past 
installations, a 10 kw Solar pump and a 60 
kw Turbine will be installed this year. In 
Mali, though, France is to install a 90 kw 
Solar power plant And in Niger a Solar 
Energy Board has been established and a 
factory to convert solar energy into electri­
city is being built

Two sources on which hope doesn't

12 nuclear
along the Egyptian coast before 
,000. French engineers arrived 

carry out feasibility surveys

mining. Apart from its use in steam and 
locomotive engines; oil can now be got from 
coal—all pointing to a rosy future for it.

In sharp contrast, wind-driven mills appear 
to be on their way out. Disadvantages are, 
no doubt, too many. It generates only when 
there is wind and even then, generated power 
is usually very small. For example, in Hol­
land about 300 windmills are still in use 
generating a total of 0.15 megawatts which 
is not continuous. Unless there is an 
improvement in its technology one does not 
see windmills performing.

Among the new energy sources. Nuclear 
Energy stands out, technologically. In a 
nutshell, its technology revolves round re­
actors—devices that permit fission of atoms 
at controlled rate. Uranium ore is purified, 
enriched in U-235 (already enriched uranium) 
then passed to a reactor which transforms 
it through radiation to electricity. The 
resulting spent fuel is taken to a reprocessing 
plant for reprocessing and separation into 
waste (mainly plutonium) and unburnt ura­
nium). In the reactor, fission of the atoms

' energy source, on its way to revival and dominant role m the fu

really lie for Africa are Natural Gas and 
Nuclear Energy. Both are too costly for 
majority of, poverty-stricken African coun­
tries. However, it is worth mentioning that 
two countries—Algeria and Nigeria-have 
hopes for Liquefied Natural Gas. Algeria is 
presently waiting for a second plant to come 
on stream by 1980 while Nigeria, last Octo­
ber, signed a **2,000m contract with BP and 
Shell to build its first

Egypt, on the other hand, hopes to 
establish 12 nuclear stations at the cost of 
$15,000m ale*"" “ 
the year 2,Cw.
late last year to .__ ___________ —
on uranium finds and station sites.

In a nutshell, if Africa can effectively 
meet its domestic and part of its industrial 
purpose demand from utilisation of abund­
ant natural forces, she can survive. That is, 
so long as we do not forget the roles coal and 
firewood are presently playing and should 
still play in our ,,ves-
Old And New Sources

Among the old sources of energy, coal

release heat which in turn produces stum 
The steam powers turbines and fromthtna 
electrical energy is got

Pollution tendencies and radioo.’ 
wastes, which are hard to dispose of, tn 
responsible for the present resistance Iter 
the environmentalist In fact, opposition a 
so great that many countries are sedi? 
down their nuclear programmes. A studr. 
recently concluded, called for the establish­
ment of reprocessing centres in politicly 
stable parts of the world on joint tai 
primarily because the cost of these rtproces- 
ing plants are so high that very many Cas­
tries cannot bear it on individual tai

Plans for reprocessing 12,400 tonnes d 
spent fuel by 1990 has been announced 6< 
the non-Communist world but that there it 
doubts is obvious enough. However, ora 
expert believes that for nuclear energy o 
play the role envisaged for it from 1985. 
the world needs fast-breeder reacton, W 
latest in the reactor demand.

Natural gas is another of the newerao 
sources. When developed it can meet dores- 
tic and factory needs. Basically, there m 
two types of natural gases-the Assxuta 
and non-Associated gas. The former is fo=c 
dissolved in crude oil hence can only ta 
produced along with oil. The latter can U 
produced from gas reservoirs scattered a- 
iver the world. Both, however, undergo « 
same process for transportation. They m 
cooled to minus 161°C to become lead­
in the process about 600 cu metres of g«s 
reduced to one cu metre of liquid rd 
transported. But a typical liquefaction 
•plant needs compressors, storage tanks, Net 
exchanger, generators and steam be'e. 
hence, the S2bn.-S2.5bn. needed to estjb'u* 

one.
Hydrogen, tar-sand and shale, are al)nee 

sources of energy that can be developed. 
Hydrogen, for example, is plentiful and has 
high energy contents. It bums leaving wstsr 
as the only by-product and if developed, esn 
be used for practically all purposes. As ter 
tar-sand and shale, J.D. Lunn observed* "the 
rate of development will depend on trends 
in world oil prices and is unlikely to be 
significant before 21st century.**

Last but not the least, there is Solar 
energy. In 1973,a U.S. study proposed that 
if the United States spent $3,500m on sour 
research over the next 15 yean, it could be 
drawing a substantial proportion of its energy 
from the sun in 50 years hence. Accord rg 
to the Financial Times, the cost of required 
investment in Solar Energy will make $200. 
OOOm "look like a small change."

However there ore two options for those 
who want to harness solar energy. They on 
either go along with the small-scale applica­
tion of Solar Collectors or install gigantic 
collectors in geo-stationary orbit for collec­
tion of sun-rays night and day. The first 
option is most suitable for space and central 
heating and home cooling.



AFRlSCOPE SEPTEMBER, 1977 37

VW P.vvit I H4.S60

VW PatMt LS A,>cond.lionad MS 020 e« Lajot.

VW PASSAT 
-a great carfrom any angle

Long, loan linos Beautiful styling The purposeful, powerful look of a 
thoroughbred With its punchy performance, the Volkswagen Passat has 
more than just elegant looks. Passat is also available with factory 
installed air conditioners.

[WEST IN YOUR FUTURE, BUY VOLKSWAGEN
ANOTHER PRODUCT OF VOLKSWAGEN OF NIGERIA



*
jrowing fast Every year 
needs more and more

Berger 
•the Paintmakers 
...building future

career I

■ Berger
/-the Paintmakers.

Part of your past. 
\ Building your future

Nigeria 
the coun 
educated .d highly skilled 
profession . Is which is why, at Berg, 

k Paints, we don’t just hire people 
9 we develop their potential with 
/'" the finest training facilities in 

private industry today.

,The result? Over the years 
s. . - Berger have recruited and 

rj~ provided challenging 
j, careers for thousandsofthe 
,’il best students, graduates 

and highly-skilled workers 
/ Education is another 
LJ way we're working 
f together to build a bright 

future for us all.



AFRISCOPE SEPTEMBER, 1977 39

VITAFOAMAirflow Mattresses
13 5cm-N 54.45 
120cm-N49.50 
100cm-N44.55

s
the original and the best



p]^Wl &

II'

40 AFRISCOPE SEPTEMBER. 197 7

ITALIMPIANTI 71F 
societa italiana impianti p.a. LI I—I

Desalting Unit 600 m' h

MECF 
CHEK 
ECOLG 
ENERC 
DESAI 
CEMEI

STEELMAKING 
*ICAL

ERING WORK 
[DING

ALUAR. f 
Aluminum

SO-i w

Puerto Madryn ARGENTINA
rm Production Plant. 140.000 tons annual rating

I -^«2^/272MnM»!^2A RCCAP,£ ’ BA1 *,21G£NOA l,AtV-

O iri-f insider group

—IND CONSTRUCTION! 
of complete industrial plants 
operates, mainly, in the following fields:

o feasibility studies
o basic and detailed engineering
o turn-key jobs
o 1500 highly specialized technicians

■ranch omcts

• X'SSX -
. w'nit Vnm»

•« n imw

I



Lead

Ex President Nixon (left) and his Secretary of State 
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By Tami Hultman and Reed Kramer, 
Washington, D.C.

[This article was' researched with 
grant from the Fund for Investigative 
Journalism].

In 1973, two Foxboro Corporation 
engineers left their Massachusetts USA 
factory for South Africa, to supervise 
installation of two FOX 1 computers 
purchased by the South African govern­
ment. Negotiations for tfre deal, code- 
named Project Houston, had been con­
ducted in extraordinary secrecy. Not 
until the engineers were 6n the spot did 
they learn that the Foxboro equipment 
-the most powerful sensor based com­
puter system then-available-was the 
key to a pilot enrichment plant, a 
highly clandestine facility outside the 
network of international nuclear safe­
guards.

Two 
sfully t 
daba enrief 
ther 
club of nations

) years later. South Africa succes- 
brought the experimental Valin- 

:hmen\ plant into operation, 
•reby propelling itself into an elite 
ib of nations who have mastered the 

secret of transforming raw uranium 
into a form useable in nuclear reactors. 
It had passed the major hurdle towards 
making nuclear fuel and weapons—an 
event of enormous importance in a 
world which is both energy hungry and 
insecure.

The accomplishment received little 
attention outside the African continent 
until this month, when both Soviet and 
French officials said South Africa was 
preparing to detonate a nuclear bomb 
-news which prompted the State 
Department to obtain assurances to 
the contrary from the South African 
government.

*l'enn iticr^0o'ltyre «

9U' nrove I 50^ [a e/lCW. 

th^PPrO 'oect °f

any A'* ^Energy Bosrd Vici 
exhulted Atomic Energy
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warns. In a joint report on world-wide 
uranium resources and demand, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
and the Organization for Economic 
Corporation and Development (OECD) 
have concluded that "substantial expan­
sion in exploration efforts is essential 
if the industry is to meet the steep 
increase in uranium demand expected 
for the eighties."

With some 20 per cent of the world's 
uranium reserves outside the Soviet 
Union, South Africa is planning to step 
into the gap. Official projections call 
for production expansion from 3500 
tons last year to 14,000 or more by 
1985, which will account for 16 per 
cent of projected world output. A 
recent Pretoria University study conclu­
des that the country could earn more 
from uranium in 30 years than it has in 
a full century of diamond sales.

Mining companies are actively pur­
suing ways to increase uranium output 
even faster. One quick method, which 
experts say could raise South African 
reserves 10-20 per cent, is reprocessing 
the discarded tailings from the 
mines. Nearly all uranium outpi 
South Africa is a by product of 
mining, and because of ineffic 
methods in earlier yean 
contain easily recoverabl 
uranium, gold, and preci 
Several large facilities for 
are under construction, . 
houses are already negc 
term contracts to sell

But the inability of the U.S. to 
meet projected demand and the un­
willingness of other nations to remain 
so dependent on one source is causing 
the picture to change. The Soviets are 
currently supplying two-thirds of West­
ern Europe's enriched fuel needs, 
according to Administration sources. 
Europe's first commercial enriching 
facility jointly owned by Britain, Hol­
land, and West Germany, opened in 
1975, and other plants are under cons­
truction or on the drawing boards.

Most experts predict a shortage of 
both raw uranium and enriched fuel 
by the mid-1980's. A utility industry 
survey released in summary form last 
month (July 20] says domestic Ameri­
can demand for nuclear fuel will exceed 
enrichment capacity in the U.S. by 
1983. And the London-based Uranium 
Institute recently predicted that the 
U.S. will remain a net importer of 
uranium ores for the foreseeable future.

Allowing for the vested interest of 
both utility companies and the produ­
cer-controlled Institute in nuclear 
grdwth, their calculations are still 
dramatic. Even the most optimistic 
forecast, a Ford Foundation/Mitre 
Corporation report which says there 
are adequate uranium supplies to carry 
us into the next century, expects 
problems on the production end. "The 
combination of a conservative industry 
and customers anxious for protective 
long-term contracts does not make for 
a broad based effort," the Ford panel
Above: UN'S Dr. Waldheim. Below: Mr. Apartheid; John Vorsterand Walter Mondale (U.S.) at conference table: Another round of 
nuclear hide and seek ?

mined and recovered uranium ores. 
Overseas purchasers are required to 
put up interest-free loans to finance 
plant construction in return for gua­
ranteed supply and moderate prices.

Prospecting for new uranium depo­
sits is now first priority for the largest 
mining houses, such as Harry Oppenhei­
mer's Anglo-American Corporation. 
Results are a state secret, but unofficial 
reports suggest that in South-African- 
controlled Namibia, in particular, 
reserves could be far larger than pre­
viously known.

One Namibian project, sitting atop 
some 100,000 tons of ore, is already
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But the inability of the U.S. to 
meet projected demand and the un­
willingness of other nations to remain 
so dependent on one source is causing 
the picture to change. The Soviets are 
currently supplying two-thirds of West­
ern Europe's enriched fuel needs, 
according to Administration sources. 
Europe's first commercial enriching 
facility jointly owned by Britain, Hol­
land, and West Germany, opened in 
1975, and other plants are under cons­
truction or on the drawing boards.

Most experts predict a shortage of 
both raw uranium and enriched fuel 
by the mid-1980's. A utility industry 
survey released in summary form last 
month [July 20] says domestic Ameri­
can demand for nuclear fuel will exceed 
enrichment capacity in the U.S. by 
1983. And the London-based Uranium 
Institute recently predicted that the 
U.S. will remain a net importer of 
uranium ores for the foreseeable future.

Allowing for the vested interest of 
both utility companies and the produ­
cer-controlled Institute in nuclear 
grdwth, their calculations are still 
dramatic. Even the most optimistic 
forecast, a Ford Foundation/Mitre 
Corporation report which says there 
are adequate uranium supplies to carry 
us into the next century, expects 
problems on the production end. ''The 
combination of a conservative industry 
and customers anxious for protective 
long-term contracts does not make for 
a broad based effort," the Ford panel
Above: UN'S Dr. Waldheim. Below: Mr. Apartheid; John Vorsterand Walter Mondale (U.S.) at conference table: Another round of 
nuclear hide and seek?

warns. In a joint report on world wide 
uranium resources and demand, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
and the Organization for Economic 
Corporation and Development (OECD) 
have concluded that "substantial expan­
sion in exploration efforts is essential 
if the industry is to meet the steep 
increase in uranium demand expected 
for the eighties."

With some 20 per cent of the world's 
uranium reserves outside the Soviet 
Union, South Africa is planning to step 
into the gap. Official projections call 
for production expansion from 3500 
tons last year to 14,000 or more by 
1985, which will account for 16 per 
cent of projected world output. A 
recent Pretoria University study conclu­
des that the country could earn more 
from uranium in 30 years than it has in 
a full century of diamond sales.

Mining companies are actively pur­
suing ways to increase uranium output 
even faster. One quick method, which 
experts say could raise South African 
reserves 10-20 per cent, is reprocessing 
the discarded tailings from the gold 
mines. Nearly all uranium output in 
South Africa is a by-product of gold 
mining, and because of inefficient 
methods in earlier years the tailings 
contain easily recoverable deposits of 
uranium, gold, and preci 
Several large facilities for 
are under construction, ; 
houses are already neg< 
term contracts to sell
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poses for the 
is considerable.

/Vewbrecds- Gen. Objsjnjo (left). President Carter (m.ddle) 

world s largest uranium mine. At 
■Inr^Knnn ^0SSln9 mine Will 

n tons of uranium oxide

and his Secretary of State: Cyrus Vance: the same old story?

’ 'The Pelindaba research facility, built 
largely with U.S. material, is operated 
under International Atomic Energy 
Agency safeguards. An application is 
pending to ship an additional 60 pounds 
of highly-enriched uranium. Should 
South Africa continue to receive such 
material, plus equipment and technical 
advice, while refusing to sign the non­
proliferation treaty?

Fuel for the two French-built nuclear 
power reactors is scheduled to be supp­
lied by the U S. Energy Research and 
Development Administration. Should 
this provision in the cooperation agree- 
™?:L,be chan3r--d. pending South 

of the non-

The Valindaba enrichment plant is 
outside the scope of the U.S./South 
A frican nuclear cooperation agreement, 
since nothing specifically classified as 
"nuclear material" from the U.S. has 
been used to operate it. This facility, 
which South Africa has never offered 
to place under IAEA safeguards, can 
turn out enough weapons-grade uranium 
to build a sireable arsenal. Should the 
U.S. continue to supply computers and 
other hardware for this plant? Can 
any other measures be taken to discour­
age a nuclear weapons build-up in 
South Africa?

or of necessity, our relations^? 
the South African governm;-' 

Just how much tra 
ion will try to alter tr.= 

it ties is yet to

a.ud> sun being prospect
African government's recent willir 
to compromise on formal 
control in Namibia has been 
nied by measures designed to guarantee 
continued economic access.

Current South African uranium sales 
are all yellow cake, a semi processed 
ore, but the commercial enrichment 
plant being constructed is expected to 
double the country's uranium revenues. 
South Africa hopes to account for 15 
per cent of world enrichment capacity 
by 1986. For some customers South 
Africa may have special attraction as 
the only one of the big four producers 

- ' ' per cent of non- 

rves) which has 
iliferation drive 

j of nuclear material. oe cnanged, ,
reasons of military Africa's endorsement 

pride, want to proliferation treaty? 
the restrictions

and Canada
attaching to sales

&upp,ier-
The challenge this 

Garter administration i 
An extensive review of U.SJSouth 
Africa nuclear relations is now underway 
in the State Department, and combines 
two high-priorrty areas of concern for 
Administration foreign policy-non- 
proliferation and Southern Africa.

American policy makers face several 
questions:

Richard Mouse, the new Assist': 
Secretary of State for African Afton, 
"that there must be a progress.: 
transformation of South Africr 
society and an end to racial disenmira- 

f tion, 
with

r will change." 
Administration 
long-standing nuclear 
seen.

; The architect of the Carter nuclei 
policy. Deputy Under-Secretary o‘ 
State Joseph Nye, Jr., says the U.S. s 
adopting several tactics for motivate 
nations to join in the non-prohferat:' 
drive, including security agreemr’J 
which offer the U.S. nuclear umWb 
as a substitute for weapons develop­
ment. Nye argues that the non-proUr 
ration treaty offers adherents the 
benefits of energy development on a 
non-discriminatory basis: "Countre: 
without nuclear weapons have accept?: 
an explicitly unequal status in the 
military area, on the condition that 
they be treated equally with regard to 
civil nuclear cooperation."

Since South Africa has already 
utilized many of the civil benefits of 
cooperation while concurrently develop­
ing its weapons option, it is hard to see 
how current policies offer South Africa 
any incentive to join the non-prolifera­
tion campaign.

Whether a complete end to coopera­
tion would do more than impede 
South Africa's rise to the top is not 
clear. What is certain is that, without 
a cut-off. South Africa faces no serious 
obstacles to becoming a major broker 
of world energy supplies within the 
next decade—with the attendant ability 
to form protective alliances for itself. 
With blacks' challenges to South Africa's 
rulers on the rise, that small marginol 
difference is what critics of the white 
government hope for, and why they 
want to see decisive action from th? 

says Carter administration.

A large array of equipment will be 
required for construction of the com­
mercial enrichment plant. Even if 
South Africa agrees to place the plant 
under IAEA safeguards, should the 
U.S. allow the export of equipment, 
some of it so sophisticated that South 
Africa will not be able to obtain it 
elsewhere, for a facility which will 
establish the white-ruled nation in a 
politically and economically privi/edged 
position in the nuclear market?

Pretoria has

- ------, UI ine
(accounting for 80 
Communist world resen 
not joined the anti-prol 
for stricter controls of nt 
Nations who, for 
ambitions or national 
thumb their noses at 
Iw-xi-5;'.Austfalia- ana Canada are 

will find in South

the 
full 
produce 5000 
Per year.

The uranium riches are a prime 
Namih S0U'h A’,iCa has held on,° 
Namibia in the face of international 
condemnation and an escalating nuerri- 

J* ,ndapenden“ forces. Con- 
urn? , 9 Ro“in9's en,lrc output 
Sinned Le‘O 198O'S ha"e >»en 
have e'/ n °Uth A,,ican mining 
areas « n'b °Ut !Cheres °f in,erKt m 
a ,!l bein9 Prospected. The South 

tVillmgness 
political 

accompa-
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RALE/&H 
iiot Just a name

1 IT'S ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE
I? there's nothing like a

> RALEIGH INDUSTRIES (NIGERIA) LTD.

It’s a long climb from the beginning 
years ago when Raleigh started with 
importation, to our present manufac­
turing Bicycle Plant.
We have 80 years wealth of engineer­
ing experience throughout the world 

experience that’s 
not easy to come by. Our factory in 
Kano is manned by Nigerians, who 
have been trained to operate an indus­
trial complex like ours.
And that's why RALEIGH is not just 

^aname.
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Symposium on Modern East African Literature

•Chris Wanjala, Nairobi University.

poetry 
in discu:
rxdllldU,

Holland,
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]e it became necessar 
:an literature in the

The symposium took place in that 
historical wine-producing city of Mainz, 
in West Germany. It was in honour of 
the German Africanist, translator and 
literary critic, Janheinz Jahn. The 

nposium was Modern 
nature and its Audi- 

im was hosted by 
inologie, with Ulla

literature on the other hand sho.’.s 
that instead of that religious overtore 
in the Anglo-phone African literature. 
African literature can offer positne 
alternatives to man's alienation. Th: 
delegates of the Jahn Symposium were 
thinking of Sembene's God's Bits of 
Wood.

Right from the first paper, Popute 
Literature in East Africa was one of the 
most controversial issues. Eneriko 
Seruma's novel The Experience ha. 
since its publication in 1970, pjied 
the way for new writing in East Afna 
The writing in "popular style" wa 
welcomed by Dr. Angus Calder in 1971 
when the latter was teaching literature 
at the University of Nairobi. Dr. 
Angus Calder argued that despite to 
treacherously bourgeois conclusion. 
Son of Woman by Charles Mangua, fa 
instance, looked like "a solid beginn 
for an authentically popular application 
of the novel form in East Africa.

Ulla Schild brought the discussion 
of Popular Literature in East Africa to 
a head with her paper on the subject 
From the discussion of her paper, it 
became abundantly clear that the terr 
"popular literature" must be defined. 
Is popular literature the trivial literature 
that is produced on pulp (cheap paper) 
in mass? Are the poems producedin 
Baraza, Taifa Leo, Uhuru and Mambo 
Leo part of this popular literature’ 
How do we judge a popular novel? Is 
it by its simple structuring, and ho.-, 
its suspense is resolved? Who reads 
popular literature? Are the repeated 
structure and the repeated motifs in 
this literature meant to emphasize a 
popularity that people will then rush 
for? These questions are still to be 
answered by students of African litera­
ture.

The conference did more work on 
Swahili poetry than on the poetry m 
English. Perhaps this has been long 
overdue. Discussions of drama were 
mainly theoretical and searching becau 
se they brought the term that Janheinz 
Jahn is best known for, "Neo-Afncan 
Literature" ("Neo-Afrikanische Liter* 
tur," in German) into question. The

..wu.o.y vi mu, — 
theme of the symj 
East African Liter 
ence; the symposiur 
the Institut fur Ethr .......  —
Schild as the organizer.

The participants and guests arrived 
on Friday the 22nd April, and met 
casually at a tavern called "Taberna" 
on the Mainz University campus. The 
symposium opened with the present 
writer reading a paper on "Imaginative 
writing since Independence: The East 
African Experience." A discussion 
followed, and then the Kenyan literary 
intellectual resident in Tanzania, Pro­
fessor Grant Kamenju followed with a 
paper on "Contemporary East African 
Literature: A Radical Critique." The 
first day closed with U'.la Schild's 
paper on "Popular Literature in East 
Africa." She was followed, the follow­
ing day, by Mineke Schipper-de Leeuw 
from Holland and Ebrahim Hussein 
the Tanzanian playwright, who read 
papers on "Origin and Forms of Drama 
in the African context," and "Tradi­
tional African Theatre" respectively. 
The programme of the conference 
ended with words of literary interest 
from E. Kezilahabi, the Swahili novelist 
from Tanzania, and Abdilalif Abdalla, 
the Mombasa-born poet who lives in 
Tanzania. The novelist talked about 
"The Swahili Novel and the Common 
Man in East Africa," whilst the Kenyan 
poet addressed himself to "Swahili 
poetry: Its Past and Present."

Monday the 25th was the last day 
of the symposium and the most interest­
ing from the point of view of the East 
African participants. Professor Ernst 
Dammann, once a missionary in East 
Africa after the First World War, add­
ressed the symposium on "Muhammad 
bin Abu Bekr bin Omar Kidjumwa 
Masihii: A Swahili Poet Between Ancient 
and Modern Times." His paper was

discussed, and then there followed a 
Reception by the President of the 
University (equivalent to a Vice-Chance­
llor) before the delegates broke out 
into sightseeing and touring wine villages 
with tasting of wine. The symposium 
had ended with a petition to the 
President of the University, urging that 
in view of what the Institut fur Ethno­
logic Und Afrika-studien had done in 
African studies, a chair of African 
literature be created at the Johannes 
Gutenberg-Universitat, West Germany. 
The petition was signed by all the 
participants.

The last paper was the most interest­
ing to us. It showed what personal 
experience of the literary critic inform­
ed by encounter with the creative 
writer can bring to literary criticism. 
Professor Ernst Dammann had met the 
poet he was talking about in the late 
1930's. His paper was full of personal 
estimations of the poet as a man, and as 
a poet; these estimations illuminated 
the poetry that Professor Ernst Dam­
mann discussed in great detail. Mungai 
wa Kamau, a VOK journalist working 
in Holland, recorded the address by 
Professor Ernst Dammann, with a lot 
of interest.

The Second International Janheinz 
Jahn symposium treated the develop­
ment of East African literature from 
its oral sources, through its early Make- 
rere College days, to its more committed 
epoch just before and after Independ­
ence. It noted that there is now a sud­
den disappearance of foreigners who 
dominated the East African literary 
scene in the colonial period, and focu­
sed its discussion on the wealthy stock 
of literary material written by indige­
nous East Africans.

At one stage it became necessary to 
compare African literature in the Eng­
lish expression with African literature 
in the French expression. Although 
there has developed serious literature 
from the English-speaking African 
world, it has been imbued with the 
purist calvinistic trait that is typical 
of the English people in their colonizing 
mission. The Franco-phone African
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BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NIGERIA
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book review
Title:
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JSition 
than

il thought 
from mere

ation' 
supp­
alling

•rgy use. Thus 
3000 calories 
poor do with

Jrnahsm and the < 
: which amount to 

complex" by the state 
ruled and against itself 
is all too common in Third 
countries.

He also notes that despite aids and
The trend of Sociological 

and analysis is fast shifting fr

Dutch literary scholar, Mineke Schipper- 
de Leeuw, argued that it is time the 
term "Neo-African Literature” was 
questioned. This came from the view 
that the roots of African literatures 
are in the oral traditions which are as 
old as Africans themselves. Where do 
you then see African literature as new, 
and where is it old? The related ques­
tion was raised by Ebrahim Hussein, 

Just as the question of popular 
literature was left unanswered at the 
Jahn symposium on East African lite­
rature, so was the need to distinguish 
ritual from theatre as we know it in 
Europe. A theatrical play may be 
defined as an artistic piece of informa­
tion that is concentrated in action to a 
number of hours on a stage, involving 
actors and the audience. It is a timed 
activity for purely aesthetic entertain­
ment.

Where does a ritual come in? A 
ritual, even in its functional role, may 
have aesthetic elements found in thea­
tre. The observer has the choice to 
withdraw from the ritual action and to 
observe the ritual dance (or whatever) 

i._ way he responcjs
would do a play on 

je. And yet a play on the stage 
:JI play a social function as well 
.tual dance. Is the play then a

from a distance. That 
to the ritual as he 
the stage. / 
may well p* 
as the ritua. 
ritual?

The papers of the 2nd International 
Janheinz Jahn symposium will be pub­
lished in a year's time by the Institut 
Fur Ethnologie Und Afrika-Studien, 
West Germany. Already the papers 
of the First International Janheinz 
Jahn Symposium 1975 have been pub­
lished in Neo-African Literature and 
Culture, Essays in Memory of Janheinz 
Jahn, Ed. Bernth Lindfors and Ulla 
Schild, Wiesbaden: B. Heymann 1976, 
at 352 s, or DM 68. Further symposia 

th,s natu,rewi11 Vet illuminate African 
id probably leave 
little clearer to us

literature further, and 
the literary world, a Ik 
than ever before.

The Sociology of The 
Third World (Disparity 
and Involvement)

Author: J. E. Goldthorpe

Publishers: Cambridge University 
Press 1975

Reviewer: Shabanji Opukah

experts-agenoes aimed at alleviation c‘ 
poverty etc, there are still ptoblr; 
ranging from a lack of homogeneti 
in the experts themselves to a mixtw 
of motives in the very aids and dcr* 
tions. Thus the moral obligation to 
share is thoroughly undermined. Th 
author conclusively asserts that "th 
great divide is not between the socia­
lists and the capitalists but between 
the rich industrial World and the poor 
countries."

This book appears great in bom 
content and intention. Yet from deeper 
analysis one disappointingly discover 
that it actually evades the core of th 
underdevelopment debate which J 
inevitably the sociology of exploita­
tions. The heavy emphasis on regiori1 
rather than class disparities is mislead­
ing as it is not the best way toaniy^ 
underdevelopment. This partial 
style is out of fashion. Andsoareth 
aggregate measures that he uses fc' 
measuring "development"

The author further commits a Nuns- 
er by impliedly brushing aside wch 
critics of neo-colonialism like Frank. 
Rodney and Samir Amin while pay,rs 
tribute to sociologists like Wafer 
Durkheim, Parsons and others; felloes 
whose works have little or nothing to Co 
with underdevelopment and inequality 
as it were. Tragically he at one stags 
defends colonialism arguing that colo­
nies benefitted a lot from it, since it 
"transformed" traditional soaets 
into modern ones!

ice of grow- Worse still the book lacks a coherent 
i and poor sociological approach. It appears the
- -‘-"nt the author was too hasty and ambitious 15 

give this due consideration. Thewho's 
thing reads more or less like a caref.i 
and subjective summary of vancus 
Western Scholars with an over-empha­
sis on Myrdal.

We cannot help concluding that the 
book is self-defeating and at times 
contradictory in that, whereas it seem­
ingly calls for self-reliance and econo­
mic morality in the world, it is in facta 
campaign for the continuance of de­
pendency and exploitation in the cloak 
of intra and international co-operat 
and human brotherhood' based I si 
ose, on benevolence. This is calling 
for autopia that can never be.

Finally it is clear the author has 
deliberately refused to see the Third 
World in its proper perspective vis-a-vu 
the powerful nations. To substitute 
the term exploitation forquasi-exploita 
tion as he does without much justifica­
tion, is bad scholarly behaviour. Gold 
thorpe is aware of this. He is another 
victim of the myth of "objective social 
science." This is like a call to third 
World intellectuals to answer back

diagnosis of Societal phenomena to a 
serious concern for the problems of 
development and related issues. And 
it is of course a fact that the attempts 
to defeat squalor, improve wealth dis­
tribution and thereby raise standards 
of living is the essence of the develop­
ment debate. This is the focus of The 
Sociology of The Third World—a study 
of disparity and involvement.

Disparity is seen to exist at both 
intra-national as well as international 
levels in this Universe of inequalities. 
This paradoxically goes along with the 
involvement all classes create in the 
common human struggle to improve 
their lots.

Goldthorpe is looking at the under­
developed societies. He focuses on 
history as well as other disciplines. In 
history for instance he finds evidence 
of exploitation through the colonisation 
of most of these societies at one time 
or another. This Epoch developed 
paternalistic attitude in the coloniser- 
colonised relations; a thing that today 
manifests itself in dependency and 
domination Exploitation; although he 
refutes this last term!

It appears that disparities hide be­
hind GNPs and such other misleading 
economic jargon. Goldthorpe therefore 
suggests more "appropriate" means of 
looking at development, like real con­
sumption patternsand ener 
whereas the rich consume 
of nutrients a day, the j 
only 2000.

The result is the emergent 
th poles between the rich 
within and between nations whilst 
poor countries suffer from "big-firm­
small-country" syndrome, leading to 
industrialisation without employment. 
This is underdevelopment.

The overall effect is in the exhaus­
tion of non-renewable resources pollu­
tions and shortages of all sorts, while 
the third world is trapped in the snares 
of big power politics and economic 
supremacy aggravated by malice. How 
do they escape?

For escape the author prescribes the 
gap-approach to development where the 
poor must strive to catch up with 
their models the rich! This should occur 
through the need for achievement 
(nAch) as it will lead to a dispos 
to achieve tasks oneself rather 
have them set from outside.

He however cautions against internal 
paternalism and the dependency-com 
plex which amount to the "interference 

against the 
a thing that

1 World
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ECOWAS Games: Hopes and 
Prospects

rpetuated the 
It of their ct

been strictly 
cleavage: 
up the s

While the 
participated

to

phone countries, for instance, played 
‘Netball, Polo, Cricket, and Hockey 
which were the favourites of their 
colonial overlords, they (British colonial 
Africa) knew very little or nothing at 
all of Basketball, Cycling, Judo and 
Handball which were highly favoured 
and developed in the Francophone 
countries.

Although the British, the French,  (then Colonel) Acheampong 
' - then Commissioner for Social

rictly structured 
ss of the count! 
sub-region.

! English-speaking countries 
only in sporting activities 

organised by sister English-speaking 
countries; their French-speaking coun­
terparts would rather participate in the 
"Jeux Inter-Africas" which embraced 
all the Francophone African countries. 
Notably, Nigeria and Ghana which had 
annual sporting fiestas since both coun­
tries became independent had never 
extended their annual festivals towards 
the Republic of Togo and Benin (then 
Dahomey), which are geographically 
contiguous to both Ghana and Nigeria.

This colonial setting not only drove 
a wedge between the countries of the 
sub region but also limited to a large 
extent their knowledge of each other; 
and of certain games prevalent in the 
respective countries. While the Anglo-

*Ogeh Appah
Although the concept of regional 

games cannot be said to be totally new 
in Africa (the Jeux Inter-Africas com- i 
prising of French colonial Africa, the 
East and North African Games had 
been in existence before the all-embra­
cing All African Games came into 
being in 1965), the idea had not really • 
caught on in the West African zone of  __w.. .... , .  ,.
the continent, where sporting links had or any other colonial power may today

OSWw
Cycling: Another game that will underline ECOWAS Spirit.

d by the colonial 
itries that make

and love which the 1960 games genera­
ted was allowed to die and the nations 
went back to the country-to-country 
setting again. Most prominent amongst 
these sporting engagements was the 
annual festivals between Nigeria and 
Ghana, organised on a rotational basis.

However, the sordid incidents that 
nearly marred the 1975 Ghana-Nigerja 
fiesta highlights the nucleus of the First 
West African Games (ECOWAS 
GAMES). The 1975 Accra meeting 
had sparked up so much tension from 
both countries that athletes degenerated 
into fights and officials disagreed open­
ly. It took the personal intervention 
of both Ghana's Head of State General 

and the 
Develop-

preach a "gospel” of divorcing sports 
from politics, it is evidently clear that 
these colonial powers were not only 
guilty of this offence by implanting it 
in their colonial strongholds but also 
vehemently perpetuated the practice 
for the benefit of their continued 
exploitation.
Nucleus

With independence however, which 
started in the late 50s, came a new 
thinking in intra African sports. Nige­
ria made a bold step towards breaking 
the iceberg and achieving the objective 
of regional games, when she invited all 
the West African countries, be they 
French, English or Portuguese speaking, 
to what would rightly have been the 
First West African Games, to mark the 
country's attainment of independence 
in 1960. The effect of this was quite 
encouraging and assuring for the future; 
but the spirit of friendship, brotherhood

ment. Youth and Sports, Major-General 
Olufemi Olutoye, who led the Nigerian 
contingent to Accra to avert what could 
have resulted in hostilities between the 
sister-countries.

The ECOWAS GAMES (the "ECO­
WAS" tag is in reference to the birth of 
the Economic Community of West 
African States which incidentally came 
into reality at about the same time that 
arrangements for the 1st games in Lagos 
and Ibadan were concluded), therefore* 
is a direct-outcome of the recommenda­
tions of a panel that was set up to look 
into the aforesaid disturbances, with 
the possibility of safe-guarding future 
reoccurences and also widening the 
scope of the competitions.
Prospects

Besides fostering the bonds of bro­
therhood and unity amongst the ECO­
WAS nations, the biannual West African 
Games is expected to spotlight the
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW CUSTOM REVENUE DOCUMENTS 

AND SECURITY EQUIPMENT

separate Customs Release Note of Form Sale 12 will not be 
set of Entry because one of the copies of the new Entry

It is hereby notified for information of the general public and of importers/licensed Customs 
agents in particular that with effect from 1st November, 1977 the Department of Customs and 
Excise will introduce the following J-----------*— *l— —♦ r»..

(a) " - - •
w new documents for the relevant Customs transactions.

Form C. 188-lmport Entry for Home Use. This Form replaces Form Sale 42— 
Import Entry for Home Use, now in use.
Form C. 189-Entry for Warehousing, Ex-ship or Ex-Government Warehouse—in
place of the current Form Sale 92-Entry for Warehouse, Ex-ship or Ex-Government 
Warehouse.
Form C. 190—Import Entry for Motor Vehicles. This Form is to be used exclusively 
for entering imported vehicles.
Book C.66—Supplementary Release Book. This book is to be used for the subsequent 
release of packages which were placed on stop by Customs at the time part of the 
consignment was released on the Release Authority issued when the goods were 
originally examined.
Book C.321-Customs Receipt. This Book replaces Book C.303 (Customs Miscellane­
ous Receipt), Book C. 306—Passenger's Duty Receipt—and Book C. 304 (Auction 
Sale Receipt Book).

Other Entry Forms: The other Entry Forms listed in Annex 'A' in Customs and Excise 
Notice No. 27 published as Government Notice No. 1928 of 1970 are still extant. These forms 
are not affected by the procedural changes arising from the introduction of the new Entry Forms 
mentioned above.
3. Production and Sale of the New Entry Forms: (i) Form C.188 (Import Entry for Home Use), 
Form C.189 (Entry for Warehousing Ex-ship or Ex-Government Warehouse) and Form C. 190 
(Import Entry for Motor Vehicles) are to be exclusively produced by the Board of Customs and 
Excise and sold to Licensed Customs Agents and importers. ’ Entries have been produced in 
serially numbered books of 50 sets and are to be sold at the marked p;ice of =N=14 each booklet 
An official receipton Book 321 shall be issued by the proper officer for every sale. For security 
reasons, the Board of Customs and Excise is maintaining at every selling point, a permanent 
record of sale of these books in a Register which contains among other details the name and 
,..<?onJact address of the buyer, quantity and serial number of book(s) etc.
h iJ IS tharefore advised that Large Stock of the Old Entry Forms affected by these changes 

should no longer be produced. Importers and Licensed Customs agents should endeavour to 
exhaust their stocks of these old Entry Forms now in use before 1st November, 1977.
tiiij Licensed Customs agents are expected to reflect in the bills for their services, the exact 
cost of the Entries used in clearing an importer's consignment. The Board reserves the right to 
revoke the license of any agent who is known to be charging prices higher than what ought to 
be paid for a set of Entries.
Th Other Changes in procedures concomitant with the Use of the new Entry Forms:
l he introduction of the new Entry Forms will give rise to some changes in Customs procedures 
tor clearance of imported goods.

uv/X c°P‘es. each °f the Form C.188 (Import Entry for Home Use) and Form C.189 (Entry 
tor Warehousing Ex-ship or Ex Government Warehouse) and seven copies in the case of

.90 (import Entry for Motor Vehicles) are now required to be submitted to Customs. 
(it) Invoices and other documents that should be submitted together with Entries are to be 
stapled to the back of the set of Entries and must not be inserted at the back of the original 
and duplicate copies of the Entry.
(Hi) As from 1st November, 1977 a ....  
required to be submitted with every set of Entry because
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Forms has been designed to incorporate Customs and Nigerian Ports Authority/Nigeria Airways 
release requirements.
(iv) Supplementary Release Book—Book C.66 will be prepared by the proper collector for the 
release of goods entered but either short released or short landed and subsequently produced 
or landed.
(v) The

(a)'

(iv)
(v)

Alexander O. Akinyele 
for: Director

Department of Customs and Excise

(i)
(ii)
(iii)

' ' 2 new procedure for clearance of imported motor vehicles call for special attention of
importers and their licensed Customs agents.

Imported motor vehicles are to be exclusively entered on Form C.190 limport Entry for 
Motor Vehicle.
(b) Only one model of vehicle (e.g. Peugeot 404 Saloon or Mercedes 200) irrespective of the 
number of vehicles of that model shall be entered on one Entry. If follows from this that one 
invoice (in original and duplicate) is to be submitted for one model of vehicle or vehicles together 
with Entry.
(c) In view of this requirement, importers and their licensed Customs agent are advised to 
obtain separate invoices for various models of vehicles if these models are to be shipped as 
one consignment.
(d) Importers and their licensed Customs agents are to note that any Entry on which more 
than one model of vehicle is entered shall be rejected at the Import Control Seat.
(e) Form C.191— Vehicle Duty Certificate which is the same as the vehicle card mentionecTin 
paragraph (viii) of the Explanatory Notes contained in column 29 of the vehicle (Entry Form 
C.190) should be submitted at the time the vehicle is about to be released from Customs Control 
and one vehicle certificate is to be submitted for every motor vehicle.
(f) A vehicle Duty Certificate (Form C.191) will be issued in triplicate by the Customs to the 

importer or to the person/body entitled to duty free privileges in respect of every motor 
ehicle on which duty has been paid or on which exemption from payment of duty has been 

granted.
(g) After Customs authorisation, the importer or person/body entitled to duty free privileges 
will forward the three copies of the vehicle certificate to the Motor Licensing/Registration 
Authority with his application for a Motor vehicle Licence.
(h) One copy (triplicate) is to be returned to and to remain in the custody of the licensee 
after endorsement.
5. The New Security Equipment:
(i) The Automatic Time and Date Stamps; Three types of date stamps in this category will be 
in use in every Customs ports or stations in the country. The three stamps are: (a) Import 
Control Stamp bearing the inscription, IC (b) The Scrutunizer's stamp with the symbol AFP
(c) The Exchange Control Stamp carrying the symbol, EC
(ii) The U. V. Lamps:

These lamps are fitted with special security ribbons which make it possible for the security 
stamp and the special cashier's machine impressions to flouresce under the lamp. The U.V. lamps 
are designed for detecting irregularities on the new Revenue documents. They have been issued 
to scrutinisers and cashiers for cross-checking Entries, Receipts and Naira currency Notes) and to 
Releasing Officers and other appropriate schedule officers in the Long Room and the sheds in 
all Customs Sea Ports, airports and stations in Nigeria.
6. Amendments of relevant Customs and Excise Notices

Amendments in the official Gazette of the relevant Customs and Excise Notices affected by 
the procedural changes arising from the introduction of the new Revenue documents will soon 
be made. The Customs and Excise Notices affected by these amendments are:-

Customs and Excise Notice No. 27 published as Government Notice No. 1928 of 1970;
Customs and Excise Notice No. 13 published as Government Notice No. 1989 of 1970;
Customs and Excise Notice No. 30 published as Government Notice No. 1974 in the
Federation of Nigeria official Gazette No. 57 Vol. 58 of 25th November, 1971.
Customs and Excise Notice No. 40 published as Government Notice No. 2344 of 1963.
Customs and Excise Notice No. 10 published as Government Notice No. 699 of 1959.



Sports

56 AFRISCOPE SEPTEMBER. 1977

the NSC Directors 
affair

carr^ 
into

is the Ct 
set

lorter's ques- 
he (Com- 

i air on the

It's Really 
Unfortunate

potential world-class athletes of the 
sub-region. It is also expected to be a 
regular forum for assessing the perform­
ing standards in the member-countries. 
West African athletes unlike their East 
and North African counterparts are 
little known in world athletics circles. 
While East Africa can boast of having 
produced world beaters like Akii-Bua, 
Filbert Bayi and Kipchoge Keino; and 
the North, Abebe Bikila and Maman 
Wolde, to mention a few. West Africa 
is yet to create any appreciable impact 
in the record books.

This, however, has not been because 
West Africa is bereft of world beaters. 
The reason may be the fact that the 
crop of fine athletes in the sub region 
had not been sufficiently exposed to 
constant big-time competitions. Some 
governments in the zone do not even 
regard sports sufficiently enough to 
provide the necessary training infra­
structures for their athletes. These 
governments are yet to be rid of the 
now discarded saying of the spirit being 
"in taking part and not in winning," 
in a world that now regards sports as a 
very potent instrument of international 
politics. Hopefully, however, the sports 
men and women of the West Africa 
sub-region will carry the ECOWAS 
banner further into the international 
scene.

The Accuser Mr. Isokrari Heft) and his accused Mr. Akioye (right).

missioner into question when at 
press briefing maintained with emphaj'1 
that he still has confidence in Mf 
Akioye's administrative capability ara 
coming down again to deplore tte 
commission's administrative set-up 
where Mr. Akioye is the Chief Exeor 
tive of the whole set up made up c- 
seasoned Coaching professional rathef 

than square pegs.
All that had been happening at We 

NSC is not peculiar to the Commiss>cf’ 
alone in this country, but a situation 
where the 'prosecution' is also the 
'Judge' could not be totally seen 3 
perfect. This is obviously human.

The positions and powers of all the 
corporations chairman of which the 
incumbents are political appointees, 
should be clearly made to be distinct 
from that of their chief executive.

Matters relating to all disciplinary 
actions against the chief executive 
should be based on collective decision 
of the board to alleviate the influence 
of any personal feud which is genera!'* 
human.

In' the interest of ‘natural justice. 
Judges are not only to be seen as being 
fair in their judgment but should avoid 
to be a party to the offended.

This is the main reason why the 
untidy state leading to Mr. Akioye's 
suspension could be seen as very un 
fortunate.

The commissioner whose order was 
flouted had been seen as the 'accuser' 
who later directed that the 'accused' 
be suspended from office without any 
reference.

In the case where there is error of 
judgment, who will be the redeemer 
and saviour of the wronged. This is a 
case for thought to all our policy 
makers in the interest of justice. |

The Commissioner claimed that 
Mr. Akioye had flouted his order not 
to go to Yugoslavia and in addition 
left without the consent of the Perma­
nent Secretary and the deputy director 
of Sports.

In an answer to a repc 
tions at the press briefing 
missioner) gave tc clear the 
issue. Mr. Isokrari said Mr. Akioye 
did not inform him that earlier direct 
Cables and telex messages from the 
Yugoslavia Embassy in Lagos had failed 
to get Coach Tiko back to Nigeria.

On the other hand, the Director of 
Sports was quoted as saying in a reply 
to the query which accompanied his 
suspension letter that the Commissioner 
did not reject his idea of going to 
Yugoslavia during their meeting on 
September 4, 1977. He was also quoted 
as having informed the Commissioner 
of the previous Cables and telex messa­
ges sent to 'Tiko' through Yugoslavia 
Embassy in Nigeria of which there was 
no reply to any.

The discussion which took place 
between the Commissioner and the 
director of sport on Sunday September 
4. was a verbal chat which had no 
recording. For this reasons, whatever 
both of them said was discussed and 
agreed upon could only be seen as a 
hearsay now as third party is concerned.

But under normal circumstances and 
for due accountability expected of the 
director's. Calibre, it will not augur 
well for any person in his shoes to 
have made such a journey without a 
written record addressed to either his 
boss or his immediate subordinate 
officer showing his movements at such 
particular period in which he would 
not be in office. One could put 
psychological diplomacy of the Com-

The administrative conflict which 
led to the suspension of the Director 
of Sports of the National Sports Com­
mission—Mr. Isaac Akioye by the Fede­
ral Commissioner for Social Develop­
ment, Youth and Sports is an unfortu­
nate incident indeed.

Mr. Akioye's suspension was brought 
about by his recent visit to Yugoslavia 
to negotiate for the return of 'Father 
Tiko—the National Chief Soccer Coach 
who was by then on leave.

According to the Commissioner who 
also is the Chairman of NSC Mr. Akioye 
left the country without clearance 
from his Ministry.

It is really unfortunate for many 
obvious reasons. First, it has grown 
up in the public mind that there is 
something more to it than what we 
are being fed with.


