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Aworker putting fwishing touches at the Eagles Square,Abuja, last night
preparatory to the kick-off of the PDP special convention today.
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showed that in 2007, the World Bank
Group was paid $237.70 million,
while the African Development
Bank (AfDB) and African Develop­
ment Fund (AIDF) got $139.26 mil­
lion and $4.24 million respectively.

The European Investment Bank
(EIB) and the European Develop­
ment Fund (EDF) got $3.87 million
and $7.70 million respectively. $27
million was paid to Non-Paris Club,
while the London Club got $102.59
million.

Still in 2007, $476.60 million and
$22.60 million were paid as promis­
sory and commercial notes respec­
tively for private creditors.

By IdrisAhmedSeveral years after this coun­
try was supposed ..10 have
exited from the international

debt trap, the Federal Government
spent $1.486 billion to service the
nation's foreign debt in2007 and
2008, a document obtained from
the Debt Management Office
(DMO) at the weekend has shown.

The debt stock of Nigeria is
currently put at $3.7 billion. Min­
ister of Finance Dr. Mansur
Mukhtar has said that out of the
total foreign debt stock, $3.2 bil­
lion is owed to the World Bank.
$1.022 was spent in 2007 to ser­
vice the debt, while $464.63 million
was used for the same purpose in
2008.

Debt trap persists:
Nigeria pays
$1.5 billion
"in 2 years •

Media Trust Limited, publishers ofDaily Trust, Weekly Trust,
Sunday Trust and Aminiya is pleased to annonnce to its readers
that we are offering crisp new look newspapers as from the 22nd

ofApril 2009. This follows months of intensive work designed to give our
loyal readers bettet looking papers that will be more pleasing to the eye and
with improved content We hope to provide our readers with betterpictures
and graphics thatwilhnak~ reading real fun.Our readers willalso find
new specialized pages including a richer, fuller and more colourful sports
reporting, Readers ofWeekly Trust, our Saturday edition will be treated to
a glossy magazine insert on style, fashion and the latest society events like
weddings, turbanings and anniversaries. With'all these changes and to
continue to serve readers better inthe f!iceof the rising cost of doing
busjness,Dai/y_Trustwmfrom the 2200ofApril be sold at 150Naira which
i$,thepri~ of most other !Jailynewspapers.Weekly Trust and Sunday Trust
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, instead of 2 years A'ievel.Do yourUFPeither in Ahujaor in London
F•• mum
NTIC-IJfP. Plot 152,Ahmadu 6eilow~ bV
iCashlmIbrahim W~. Wuse 2, Abuja.
Tol:08059129977.00039121629

will both be at 200Naira as from the weekend of25tb April 2009.As a reward
to our loyal subscribers Media Trust is offering them the unprecedented
package of continuing to enjoy the Trust newspapers at the old price. This
means that any individual or company who subscribes to any of the titles for a
minimnm on year will have it delivered to his address at no extra cost at the
price oflOONaira for Daily Trust and 150Naira each for Weekly Trust and
Sunday Trust respectively. At the start the offer is limited to residents of
Abuja,Lagos, and Kaduna.Kano, Maidugurl, Port Harcourt and other cities
will follow soon. Those interested in this fantastic offer in the 3initial cities
should text YES to the number provided againsttheir respeCtivecities.

Ahuja' 08052100114
~ 08037873505
LagOs . ,08059100279
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Zungerut A
forgotten

former capital
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Selling
EURO 212
POUND 245
DOLLAR 180
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As at Friday, April 17

TOP GAINEitS

Symbol Priee(N) Gain

Total 149.97
Chevron 94.81 +4.51
AP 80.54 . +3.83
TOP LOSERS
Symbol Pri~e(N) Loss

Oando 69.00
PZ 15.80
BCC 21.00
Cap.N4, 492, 921, 418, 490.00
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N20m -Police

Kaduna kidnapping:
Abductors demand
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Scientists 'a step
closer to curing jet
Iag'

FG cuts salaries
of public
officers by 20%
The federal government
has cut the monthly
remuneration of all
political and public office
holders in the executive
arD1ofgovernrnnentatthe
federal level by 20%
effective from April 2009.
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"It was discovered that the town couldfunction as a military, administrative
and commercial base. Its location up north along River Niger permitted
the shipment of goods for the purpose of trade. Therefore, work started in
1901 towards fashioning out the town into a capital city good enough for
its kind in those days. Amongst the things that reflected the presence of a
capacity was the first railway line ever in Nigeria. Then the railway was
!!:..~~t!for!.!'!.t!...m.~.~.~!!!_ent0f ..,!,e_,!: ..l!~dmaterial from and to the town."

to form Nigeria and the colonial officer, Frederick Lugard,
the governor-general and ruled the country from Kaduna.

When Kaduna became the new capital city of Nigeria,
throng of people who flocked to Zungeru in the quest for
life left Zungeru to the new preferred. In other words,
sucked life out of Zungeru which had begun to bustle
commerce and in social activities.

Lugard strived to keep constructing Zungeru as a
settlement, but his successor Richard Clifford dismissed
project, and to worsen a situation that was already bad, the
lost the privilege of having its own chief. Itwas forced to
to the authority of the chief Wushishi, a different settlemer
altogether.

From a meteoric rise, Zungeru plunged into obscurity like t
vanishing sparks of a falling comet, leaving in its trail only t
charred remains of its past. The activities ofthe British rulers
left in obliterated forms except for only those that stand in defian
of nature and activities of man.

The place has fed to its fill the supper of history from

not best serve as centre of the vast Northern Region. They settled
for Kaduna as a more central and accessible base than Zungeru.

Kaduna remained the regional capital of the North till 1914
when the northern and southern protectorates were amalgamated

Sir Frederick Lugard, D.S.O., First Governor of Northern Nigeria and Governor-General of Southern and Northern

Zungeru, once a bubbly capital, now a neglected,
unassuming settlement with fading relics of a glorious past

ungeru, e town t at ctione or years as ort em
Nigeria's capital city has slumped into such oblivion and
neglect over the years that its name and repute nowsound

as if the town never assumed the prominent role it played less
than 100 years ago.

To many Nigerians who are not conversant with history,
Zungeru is just a town located in the North Central state of
Niger. Its significance as first capital of what isNigeria today has
become a strange tale told by the old to the young. Time and
culture of neglect have eroded the town's perspective of the
Nigerian history.

The former capital city did not just assume that position out
of some idle consideration or powerful whim of a politician but a
strategic military decision to check parts of the country not loyal
to the imperial administration of the British Government.

Zungeru started out as a regional capital for what was called
Northern Protectorate. At first, Lokoja seemed to be the most
appealing choice of place to make the capital since it was where
the Union Jack was hoisted to proclaim the protectorate that was
created. But, strategically, it was not a good place to keep the
military if the quest to subdue resistance from most of the emirs
from the north and the Sokoto Sultanate was to be successful.

As the need to have a central administrative base continued
to tug on the nerves of the imperialists, intensive search to get a
more central place was conducted and the result pointed to the
quiet town ofZungeru which was only a hamlet.
Itwas discovered that the town could function as a military,

administrative and commercial base. Its location up north along
River Niger permitted the shipment of goods for the purpose of
trade. Therefore, work started in 1901 towards fashioning out
the town into a capital city good enough for its kind in those
days. Amongst the things that reflected the presence of a capacity
was the first railway line ever in Nigeria. Then the railway was
used for the movement of men and material from and to the town.

As the small hamlet continued to evolve into a mini city,
adjoining towns started to move in as the development also
touched people living within and around the place. Gradually
hospitals, military and police barracks, hospitals, markets and
schools were established to meet the increasing needs of the
growing population .
.Zungeru remained the capital of the Northern Region from

1902 to 1912 when plans to move further North was concluded
and the colonialists moved to Kaduna. Though the vision of
Lugard in making Zungeru a permanent capital city was truncated
by myriads of factors, the town had been fitted with nearly all
that it would take to feed the whole country as it was connected
to other parts of Nigeria by road and rail.

Zungeru as a capital city came crashing under many criticisms.
Most of the colonial leaders complained that it had outlived its
strategic purpose as a military and an administrative base.

The account of how the colonialists moved in and out of
Zungeru is an intriguing one. The road started in 1900 when
Lord Lugard became the High Commissioner of the Northern
Protectorate. The confluence town, Lokoja, was the centre of
British missionary work, trade and governance. So, Lugard first
settled in Lokoja. He moved out two years later, that is 1902, and
headed further North to Jebba. He remained in Jebba for only a '
few months before moving upstream still, towards the end of
1902, to Zungeru, with the intention this time to make it the
permanent capital of the North.

Jebba reigned for 10 years as the capital before Lugard forced
down his resolve to remain in Zungeru. This arose from the doubt
that crept up between him and his officers that Zungeru could

Zungeru, a forgotten f
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CAPTION Bordeaux, southwestern during the third inning of Championship First Italian Serie A soccer Stadium in London.
France 'a baseball game. Bourn Divison soccer match in match at the San Siro

1.Yoann GourcutT, left, made the catch. Buenos Aires. stadium in Milan. 6. Deccan Chargers
of Giron dins Bordeaux 2. Houston Astros Rohit Sharma hits the ball

challenges Jean Makoun center fielder Michael 3. Boca Juniors' 4.AC Milan's Filippo S.Everton players during a game against the
(R)ofOlympique Lyon Bourn tumbles after Martin Palermo is Inzaghi, right, heads the celebrate after beating Kolkata Knight Riders at

during their French Ligue 'diving to make a catch on challenged by River ball to score 'past Torino Manchester United in a the Indian Premier League
1 soccer match at the a Oyball hit by Cincinnati Plate's Cristian Fabbiani goalkeeper Matteo Sereni, penalty shoot-out in the FA Twenty20 cricket match in

Chaban Delmas stadium in Reds' Willy Taveras during their Argentina's centre, during their Cup semi-final ittWembley CapeTown, South Africa.
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