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Messr Robert (Hob)

| Inggran and Peter Clark of the
| Londan Motropolitan Police,
(told newsmaen at the bigh
{court premises in Kaduna
| yesterday, that Dariye's case
‘was the one thay detected
arlier md pursuing up o

NO. 47

they were s 50 a8 Hot
o prejudice any case by
mentioning specific detaily,
wid they are working in a
Joint operation with the
EFCC.

ﬂ;nwnmwnmhm-

Questian; You are here o
testify in this money laund-

Passport syndicate
uncovered in Jeddah

he Amirul Haj) and

head of the federal

government dele;.
Intion 1o this year's Haj,
‘Senator nullmn Mantu, has
(uneovered a hajj {w
racketeering ax a resull of
which over 600 Nigerian
pilgrims were detained last
‘week ot King Abdulaziz
(adrport, Jeddah for over ten
hours.

The affected pilgrims

Mahmoud
Atta dies at 74

_oam'mm

Habeeh L. Pindiga,
’iﬂmd reporter

e desath s oeeurred
of elder staresman,
politician and sdminis-
| trator, Albaji Mahmoud Atta,
|He dicd Sanday night in a
| London hospitai st 74,
| ‘Until his death, the late
| Galadima of Ebiraland was
et
| People's Co )
S
i ' Ni i
l_ 2 Cannd -":1

From Isa Sanusk, in
Seddah, Seudi Arabia |

including top government
wifictals could not secure
pilgrims A result
af which had o puy a
royalty of 300 dollars bofore
entering Saudi Arabia.

At a meeting yesterday in
Jeddah with hajj officials the
Amirul Hajf expressed disple-
asure over the
and what he described as
hoarding of pilgrims passp-
orts by the agency respo-
nsible, threatening that the
act will not go

“| want to express my
displeasure over malpra-
ctices involving travelling

and other issues
that have to do with immig-
Tation itics, This is o
mh;immwm-ﬂ
muslims and for some of us
whao were privileged 1o serve
our fellow muslims, we then
take this thing as & means of
making money, I"m so distu-

. hed and depressed. Massp-

orts were hoarded. We prod-

nmlw.mlpﬂmmlpau».

port. We don’t have more
Conid. on Py 2
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ering cave. What specific
evidence do you have?

Answer: The evidence
has been obtained over 3
{ong time from various finan-
cinl instinutions in London.
Maoat of the evidence is bank
related and we have been

il trust. corm

DHUL HAJJ 14, 1425 AH.

wnrhu quietly with the
EFCC [t has boen s joint ape-
ration between the UK and
Nigeria.

Quextion: What cxact
do vou have that you thin
can nall the accused? Did
you find money on them

Angwers | cannot com-
ment on that because it could

prejudice the copri's case,
that might be in
London. 1f | mention what we
have actually got, it could
cause damage to the other
case

élr.lf."u.' What are
wctually your functions in

JM\'SM O, Uwaifir frtil) mmbymmmm
valedictary sexsion held for the retired justice at-the Supreme Court, Abuja .

Latdon™
Answer: Our functions in
London is 1o investigate all

Torms of financial crimes, for

Niki Tabi (left), during the
Pix; Kennedy Eghomodie.

Justice UwalfocnticmappomnnentoprpwlCourtJnsﬁm

ustice Samson Uwaifo

who retired from the

Supreme Court yeste-
rday. has criticized the
appointment of Court of
Appeal Justices, describing
it as & matter of good fortune
or n chance.

The National Judicial
Council (NJC) had last year
appointed Justice Mary
Odili, Justice M. O, Kekere-

Kemi Ogedengbe,

Ekun, Justice M. M. Garba
from Zamfira, Justice Lwani
Musa Abba Aji from Yobe
State, Justice Abdullahi
Tijani, Jigawa and Justice
Jenn Omokari from Delta State
to the Court of Appeal.

But Justice Uiwaifo who

delivered his valedictory

Evea those abour lrhmn

speoch al the Court
sullflluw-m

Clear what verifiable criteria
were used to ensure the
suitability and capability of
those i

He said “but whenever
any of those appointed
prove indeed snita
capable, it is mther 8 matier
of good forune or chance.

ofompilw\ through
and those with skewed
approeciation of legal prine-

iples and lazy ones may |
benefit.”

He added, “There are cer-
mniuwwmwhichm
e compromised oroverl-

onhdﬂ'n;.fﬂeu&w
Conta. on g 2
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| governor in the UK? """Ir"""?i' integrity, perf-  that & | negatis y {ibe iavesting 10" vcars on
Answer: No. There is W‘;"" ormance and eliminate ﬂﬂq**.:ﬂ‘ Tuption %‘“mﬁ%m hment of an NG plant in Olo-
e Dl ml ."‘" 'nf’“l o busir Srere-al the kolo, near the State
-..tm-.m respons :-!"' .hh that w;.m'iﬁﬁﬁ :ﬁ.m;’:@w ;;:wo‘?wm"“'ﬂf Enils in {oterasted n
constitutional lawyers, Prof- w@:wﬁ Supreme Court should not  inted 1o & hi tion, .rmwm Sadcront. lnvutin!:buul 15 million
essor Ben Nwabucze (SAN), ] Ihbuadquum_ua while by oot | which included among dollass in the agro-allied|
: | ot simply bocause such a be appointed to the court of agro-allied sector  sector, while the EMP, aj -

o oomp- | He said the powers 10 J z . =
e of the Economic and el M0 judge had served at Courtof I':‘hgllhmmthr
i 27l e 1 the Aomey-Genrnl 10 | PR 4 ht the o sommderation.

T i g of
it and Supreme at the oceasion, | Come! ttium of

govercc b Duiys 460 governe 8- | S5 o o kil Solla(SAN) | hef necuvel Surcommn v mght b fon dolrt. |
{at the foderal high court, Clre and dismissed the mﬂmt'nﬂhﬁ;t-d;&elu— who lnh Sihekelf of | Mahmoud consd from £ 1

Neabucse who is fond Bt Conficaon | oy, e, evenhun.  (SAN). wid that ating | PSATIY o y cred " A s s eensing|

1o Dari ) dedness which will nor  Justice Uwaifo exhibited | o iccomicer public admin.  officer, Motor Licensing

| compromise on the priodity great authority in all the m SOmeinine Jeader, Om%fﬂ;whw

44 of the EPOC Act wht it | 7, 0! g i o | ““'"“"a'-im'm"ﬁ?" D bimese snd Tesi | « 1

= { - 1 n-

contrary 10 the conshiution. ; g it fm %f'ﬁ‘&w‘gm,l SO Kaduna, 1961, Fxecutive |

wlhis | He served as Senior Pro- cer, Provincial Admini-

tocol | jer  sration, Sol 1962, Dist-

rict Officer,

1962; and Chiel of |
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B be only in the  eme Comrt I Meanwhile, the CNPP
A Third was whe EFCC cons. from g 1 m,"mau “He noted, "A case in | _ Bom July 29, 1932 in  yesterday in Abuja, desc-
nm&: Q.--lr lodgments. arbing, way some of the s that of Mi Moses Mwwm wgw&uw A
FFCC by sections 6,7 and B | o M affice of the mmnm and Andrew On who | Poliician Jithe Okene
ofthe EFCC b, ey o |t ol grdunly s making spriows e | e pracecine o he ey )
o s . blow
with section 35(1), 36(5) and | 10 the EFCC detatled ther | 4o would appear 1o have & e S Comttad | D Flies COGRE KA B B -
oty g e foolkokd song s motoeble High Court. Insicad of puri- | Adminisiration d inz emen) yesterday
expl | ysefil information number of judicial officers”, th Uni n { £
Uwai i wass with the will

between 1949 and 1950 nance and sustainable demo-

= i
iy | duty [ una 1
(the in seeti ofa igati mmp‘: | gﬂul - |ucul:: e hu, Sl v ‘llnr m“ﬂ"‘.&ﬁc:“mnru‘w “"a’mﬂ“’gmn '“t
214215 w174 he poweri | and may drag on coneay o | pekece, doubul gzt theadicuy | At 5t Norioen Nigeris  bersaved fumily, the body |
marain onder, preve- | expectitions. 1udhgmhme He vowed that the NBA “{%sm]m. also prayed God to granl |~
‘mtion and detoction, contral | MrOnita confirmed | counscts Now there is péal ﬂm&m-mw ! ig‘ 56-&:1:"";“ the 1o liis soul ]

: 0 h Eﬂuﬂmdﬂww exs and mindless | N Printing and Publi- Pl his death, Attah
crime prevention and not any 1 bank and that investigations courts may soon be inf-  attack on the integrity of | shing Company, before wusthe ONPP's ireasurcrand
uthes ‘and averred | are continuing. | cated, if not already cootam- _ianocent judges to conti _ymwu.huw_ﬁ_s.mﬂw chairman, fimuoce commities. |

. .
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Tuesday,

court of appeal
has

Bulama: Court fixes

~ Robbery: Zamfara orders A .

| The government, accor-

NRC owes workers
five months salary

be Nigerian Rajlway
hon (NRC), is
owing it 1,400
‘workers t'tl-:' menths uluryh
'even as the management
being forced o retain abowu
Nwdﬁem
tenminal
benefits by the federal
governmen.

T3 of the
INRC. Alhaji Abdulrahim
| Abobakar dclosed this

the eradication of the The PATHS programme,

ordinator, will continue to

mmlhemh the areas |

| of setting up of a state health

| seetor reform on priority

=iy W lmllb insuex apart from

From Adels line

Cnrmmmr .‘Lqmr) | base of key bealth issues |

mm—mm """ ''' gh desk reviews, field

thn fhe 140D, pa and provision of
3. | henlth services.
is wm federnl While calling on patients
povemment 10 setile fiahilines 10 visit all the TH :Iulgnll.nd

-m!_‘ se\rmm liunvﬂu. |

KANAK Canada, the firm |
undertook the NRC stady | lupporl to eradicate the

1o K.
that
fort

over
the weekend during an

interactive session with |

insisted that the terminal
Benefits ol those to be affecied
et be in the NRC kitty before |
the mtsonalisation.

The NRC boss explained that
the rationalisation ought 1o |
|have been concluded in
'Jnnnnry 2004, hence the 21'.!.\4

Nigerla signs $260m loan
agreement with World Bank

D!Mh.m
Keporie (Businexsy)

tWo agreements as very
important DA credits

fisct that they
came at no interest 1o the
country  but with 0.7%
commitment 10 years
maratorium and 30 years

| will be set aside 1o create an
| eff«u:cdw efficient civil

wihile the other §1.20 million will
wio the mlns mmal

objective

assisted projeet s o cheek
poverty, prom
accountability and wain and |
srengthen agencics involved in

reform process.
lnhhuddmn,ihe\'a\:ﬂd

mww-yad'm
| He said the 1mﬂmnuﬂll
community what
I m the present government is

odpet-cully, prowidaiidieiiheg

Ngozi Okonjo-Tweala,  doing to move the country
— : e by

according 1o the co-

Oil bzinkermg FG addr&dses court

patients of cnnllnum.

ole |

he federal govern-
ment will lomorrow
muke a formal
address before a federal
i;hminlhyl. :

?u-ﬂmsuum.l
(W-‘mﬂ

Nij
lso. Etudor  had
mu;lu the_ m-viwl 'hf

on the bail appli
sought by thirteen Rus-
sian nationals sccused of
il theft,

The accused were

| | arraigned on Seprember

lawyer, Professor Ben

IS 2003 an charges of |
| arude oil |

Emefor Etudor, made
frantic efforts (o get them |
‘bail, saying they were not |
guilty of the allegations |
as the offence was not |
even committed within the
territorial

waters  of |

Cultists, i'esidents élash

tomorrow

Nwahueze, to  help |
Interprete whether the oil |
bunkerers were arrested
within the territorial
waters of Nigeria.

I rose up i|| arms lgnlnll
cult

mnnwﬁmu

saw 'more than 10

who had earlier B

d and (]

themselves in u clash whi!h
left one of them dead.
Daily Trust inqu
shows that the
residents who rose against
the suspecied ciltisty did
so when they discovered
that the youth killed in the
clash was an innocent
renident whio was not i cult
member in the first pla
Sources said the vic
‘was mistakenly maichen
weverally before being
taken to the hospital where
he was said 1o have died,

Our sources said the

/ | atack angered residents of
| the area who rose in their

'l hundreds with weapons
|

and fished out suspecied
cultists from their bomes on
Saturday, a'day after the

development  which,
according  to further
investigations, has driven
other cultists from their
homes.

A resident who sought
anonymity teld Daily
Trust that the process of
weeding out culiists from |
Wadata area will continue
until such a time when the
area would completely be
rid of them.

The cult clush and the
artendant raid disrupied |
business in the area for the |
two days it lasted, without
the police wading in.

Daily Truse could not
reach the police public
relutions officer (PPRO}, |
Mr. Adesanya Jinadu, at
the time of going to press.

sitting in Lagos,
i t-‘m-:yz for
/intensive checking of vehicles i o o Feb 3 for EFCC
R — EFCC),
?T:: ebn,; ::h; F‘Inn!ilhmﬂlhm fwlughubm\umhw :ﬁc bni m lnw% L
] by s | Commopondont inany | BeSWE oo s aranied o the former a hcatlon .
Guuhl— the ?’.;urm State :hgd&;nwx::ml, alko some few I:uy- wbxl; W%:‘iﬁ RN |
‘eapital, the state e p o support  insecurity in the state 1 North (BON| Ly lawer
goveriment has ordered an  the security men by assisting  possible for youths to invade | Mohamined Shettioa Bulama. P("."""“‘_"“I and at the same time, seeking
intensive vehicle check in them  with  relevant  the office of the deputy | The ruling-which was orrespondent (Lagos) | an interpretation of the bail
Cinsau and its environs. in that can fead to  govemor of the state who | carliet sel aside for last  “Ho made several attempis  granted 1o Alhaji Bulama.

A statoment signed by the  the arrest of the criminals who could have been lynched. Thursday by the presiding  to secure bail, one of which® — According to Bulama's
state's acling governor, | ety - tlﬂhr-wMJIMKm;lMlhﬂ :n:wi;ﬁwaﬂﬂml‘; .(.;Au?::llh:meph Tf“:u“|
Alhaji  Mahmud Al , was however, year L) prayers
Sl sepani 7'}0“TB,,," ALIENLS EOT o Ly ol SRR IR

mmence from 12 | oliday declared  on Al court is'a onarcise |
::ﬂtm;'lnd ﬁall MN: J;' BORCA. n | by the In‘.glall_.ubu}h‘?dm Of NS ﬁwmmﬁmﬂiﬂ
eontin ise until : | million same  his constitutional
mm.n;;enm un - gawa i %ﬁm&m‘% ! : pepwepemrelabrol i
m'l—'hl stutement added Ihll ﬁﬂmll.lberuulmh m* e o

€ government  was Invelu[m- e n the s
concerned b}' the f‘i':led from a joinr . He told Dably Trust that
F rate of robberi between the ;l;n intervention l:.:

. well as Inu;lnrlu Jigawa ! me
[particularly in the stute | n%tnemmm Inst one vur that- ﬂm
‘capital, Gusau. [ (UK) g ment to  suppor

“1 am thereforehappy to b bil Iko puhlic m
nn ::l:e “:’In‘:dgm 1o nnd"fthtf I Iur oy s of T
W recenl | transformin health i the
‘robbery attack victims | systems m\Tfl‘.S}. Dr. Sokpo also said that
‘which took place at the | The progmmme being free  some selected hospitals in
Tudun Wada area and to | of charge designed 1o the state have been .

- assure them nI' provide mw support approved to provide the
s readi | for the p of TR services free of ¢ and

‘bl'iu' Ille sinmiun umier mmwmjxtw soom other hospitals will be | -
ihe r. inchud ‘mmlhemm|

|emphasised. Sokpo, s 1o ofthep



'Watershornggge

blocking of
Kafin-Hausa, 3 source

hsglnd!'ilh has forced
about hall of the men in the
villages “to move 1o urban
areas for menial jobs or the

Tivelibood.™

State.
¢ fiy éiders told For his parl, Malam

the News Agency of N

mﬁ"l-“- ing up of the rlwrhuludh

an unprecedented rise in
crime in the villages and its’
ummduwmwm
Clinl n!‘mﬂe rusiling
b Ml et

vil.hgmhld‘h for the

diers 1o patrol the area,” he
said,

search officer with an NGO,
Joint Wetlands Livelihood |
Projects, su

wchi State (o
of Jigawn and Yobe, he |
i thut “it covers

forces vﬂl&gers to

Alhasin Juji of vﬂ- :
lag, ottt he

Malam lsa Sulmman, are-

land, : iailing sbout 3,500

entailing ol i

squarekilometros” |
Sulaiman described the

~ ews

te Mﬁdullawm
Thuu! up a presiden
tial task force to cloar
abandoned and sccidenial/
inland fish sales, as well as | scrop vehicles and other metal
Braing and olhee ks peo- | acrag from Bighways, potics

cem&flhn nallot:'-mw |

| stations and other public
plm nationwide.

T

“But it now faces devas-
tation due (o the lack of wa-

FG sets up c’ttee on
abandoned, accident/
scrap vehicles

:'bnrhkfmu,Ml}ntGmunl
David Enahoro (rid), whe lod
members of the task force to
pay a courtesy call on the

stNulr l-n.hwa‘|

January 25

5

that the task force would
commence the process of ac-
tually g these

‘minister of works in his office,

said they were visiting the

| Police arrest councilor
in Uyo [ e B 09|

The councillor who al
legedly sponsored the
killing of one Mr.
Idongesit Akpan,

| mmu'mw

1 MMMW

seraps soon and called for
the support af all Nigerians,
including public and private

nize the
Wud‘hmlnkﬁyum..
ﬂnmuhlsbmsuod.

out the onerous national as-
signment, adding that ll Ni-

safec and

Major General E
(rtd), said that the task force

» 3 nmﬂ ﬂﬂn.
al"mnul pollm. ;

|

!lll set up by P

emment election sit-
| ting in Uyo has been arested
© by the

The

/ 'ul

!ocal ment arca of
*:um state. Others ar-

mied include Mr. Udo

Johmson and three other as-

aut soon in onder to fully es-
tablish the case of murder ol
lhz election officer in the

mn.dpohm lnnm-dr
necessry ments 1o
beel ot the bribu-
mm"ﬁ’m“’n wvoid the
killing of innocent peaple
ing and before the sitti

councillor’s
im Udo
Anam

witings.

canwhile, the Oruk
Anam legislature hos sus-
the couneillor, Mr.

it wmm
counc|

| Mr. Akpan who refused io
| sty i b fvour in the elee-

will reduce | tion

sassing,

The police pnlﬂlc rola-
tigns officer (PPRO), Mr: Suur
Chafs said the councillor and
his cohorts were arrested fol-

SDMH"' against the
of reported prob-

in the holy land, the gover-
mmmwuw‘;ﬂ
Rivens state paid him the .

from an emer

gency mecting lol
Iowing a

- i

stress avoid botched trips M
and improve the quality of m;
coordination of hajj opera-

o .10,
mm;dlwlhlnp.nlvlle
oubwlnndﬂumhuo[

-pr ol‘awinmu polli-
tion they éause, including
road accidents and serving as

.| hideout for crimunals.

He disclosed that the task
force now has a better knowl-
edge on why metal scraps

~were usually feft where they
were, hntﬂus: inventory of
all types Sl metal seraps all
over the country and will
make recommendation on
witys of overcoming the poob-
Jem o Mr. President.

 The chairman also said

of works, Sm-mrl\dmye '|
Ogunlewe, welcomed mem- |
bers of the task foree to the |
‘ministry and called on Nige-
rians 1o show concem and |
commitment (o the

and ridding of Nigerian |
roads of abandoned and ac-
cident vehicles and other
metal pollutants in the envi-
ronment,

He said that the ministry
ix establishing a mechanism
through the foad support |
services centre, which |
would be equipped with
highway. search and rescue
capabilities, ambulance ser-
vices, rest areas, fuel and
service stations and other
facilivies.

lh"' of the E

EUROPEAN UNION

FRCERAATION OF TR EUNDMAN QOMMESSION 10 THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC D NGERTY

JOBACANCY Prsfst Offier (Giond K Intinal e

i 0.

Dally

misappropriated N1 2billion,
loh! council !udl. local
in Riv-

mhwm

Tukur, who represented the
state governor, Mr. Boni

. thankesd
dent Abubakar on be-
half of the state government

Muh-. i
ing that Governor Oili had

Nigers mvites
i ﬁmwmmummmwm«hn s

lﬂhﬂlm frum.

state’s of the Asso- I N
= I*W ' Al prosgrarine with the | Republic of Nigenia
| w{' E..31' mmmﬂ support capacity-huilding programmes for selecied state
others, the chairmen said the maummmmhwtm
galion was miveniing, thening
frivolous and malicious. state and federal bevel
Theesosfie ||
| et councilninthe s han || e 4w icrably waha il s, o o e
ever been tampered with by ﬁ"r_ﬂlm pment e public
ive g of MSM Mwlnudwiemukmmmaw
Rivers State from May 1999 h ¢l m*ma&iMM}d\m
o200 Mnﬂlbh“dlw ) il 1o tranel
h::fgu'wll'm mmnmn-amﬂwmwumnm

I retn, the

AL

malti-cultisl ml

(¥ provides 4

mﬂnmmm Gross remuncration will be fomn NN
15Tt vk oot e o S o e of ek

ious  administrative
unnw “depends on the block. Other structures in
Jevel of development of our

peaple, .

place include two well | and

ception for seven bundred |
drawn from former

militia groups, universities |

communitics who went

lendership and reha-

i ”m”ﬁ

prmy 1ﬂmﬁgﬁmﬁﬁkﬂmﬂrhm
wnmmmmwhm& wm-n«uhnk

nn«pﬂww mem«lm:nhrn-im
o delnga o and mmm

Thmklnlumnf}mm mwm;mdn
"\'nl'Inl—u

nhﬂuluﬂyh g

This 18 re-adyeni didates need mot apply. Apphcations that do ot
mﬁllhahawwﬂlhmmbmtwmsmuﬂk
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?' K 7 asscr Arafat, who
was referred 1o as
Abu Amar, left

Jerusalém in 1937 to settle
in Cairo. While there and
still in his teens, he became
acquainted and deeply
ugsocisted himsell with
Anb revolutionary politics.
It was reported that be took
part in the first Arab-lsracli
war of 1948, shortly afler the
declaration of the lsrachi
| state by David Bon Giirion.

In 1960, Arafar croated
Futah movement in order 1o
effectively check the
excesses of lvracl, which
| later became Palestinian
| Liberation Organisation
| (PL.O.). He assumed the
leadetship of the P.L.O since
its inception in 1967 till his
death,

Arafat was the first and
only person to address the
LN, general assembly in
1974 dressed in military
uniform with a pistol
attached to his waist belt.
He also had the honour of
doing the same at the
QAL summil in Addis-

and even now when it
became AU, He never
missed the O.A.L. summits,
he associated and identified
with Africa and i

Ababa
Palestine  had  an
observer seat with the OAL -

Mandela of ine™ e
leading his people to final
freedom from occupation,
suppression and
oppression.
Arafat spent s great
of time wavelling around the
world to canvass sympathy
for the Palestinian cause.
He was even reftrmed to as
Mr. Palestine in some
quarters, He was a groat
leader, committed and
determined sruggler who
fought tirelessty with all hiy
might and life for the
interest of his people.
Notwithstanding his
popularity and commitment,
Yassar Arafat was alvo a
controversial figure who
made & lot of enermies as well
as friends. He fell out with
several Arab leaders, most
eapecially when he ook two
Tiffe th decisions |

YOURLETTERS

revived his intimacy. with
some of the Amb pations
and even roceived the
support of the US and
HRurope,

During the last year of
Clinton's administration in

hiz people not to carryout
suicide bombings. But one
has to clearly understand
the predicament of the
Palestinians; almost all of
them live in refugee camps
unier the most

Arafat stuggle: A Christian viewp

It behoves on the 1S, and
Isracli governments to map
out siriegies by which the
and  the
of  the
Palestinian people will end.
11 the dignity of the
Palestinian is restored, there

the LS, and the P
of Ariel Sharon as liracli
Prime Minister, Arafat was
alleged 10 have been affersd
betweon B9%.90% of the
whole of Gaza and West
Bank, but he tumed down
the offer, bocatime in il thete
wan a portion that rejected
the return of Palestinian
relugees. Arafat would
never aceept anything that
has 1o do with denial of
Palestinian rofugoes
retuning to their oniginel
hameland

Ad a result of this the
hard line Ariel Sharon

g in
November, 1988 and
February 1991 namely
recognising the state 6f
Isracl in Algiers 1988 and
the all out support be gave
to the former Irag) president
Saddam Hussein during the
firmt Gulf War. Almost all the
Arab countries withheld
their aids o the P.L.O. and

the struggle in South
Africa. In sddition o that he
(Arafat) once -declared, 1

nny
with Arafat. This nearly
hankrupted the PL.O. and
Arafit, but being a shrewd
tipl i »

wanl o

Jed Arafat o ruthless
terrorist, irrelevant and one
who could net be trusied.
This put an abrupt end 1o
the much talk about road
map for peace agreement.

From then on the new
phase of the “ingtfodak™
resumed. Suieide bombings,
unrest and violent reprisals
remained to this date the
order of the day. Arafar
always condemned
targeting of innocent lsraeli
c ns. He did all be could

Besides thar, Sharon
used Arafat’s consistency
in demand for freedom as i
reason nol 1o mak

had tapped and continued
oy tap the Pajestipiunlsmeli
conflict to thelt awn
ndvantage.

Oine thing that killed the
road map for peace
ngréament was the policy of
President Gearge Bush. He,
doesn’t seem 1o have a ¢lear
defin of the Palestinian/
Israeli erisis;  Bush
vigorously encourages and
supports Sharon to heavily
clivmp down on the i

won't be need for any walls
in Israel, because they
(Pulestintuny) will look at
lsrachis as equals and even
friends and not oppressors
As things are now, no
(amount of barricades can,
stop  the venting of

The ghost of

oint

frustrations on innocent |

Israeli people, |
Sharon is scizing the
“Intifadak”™ as  an

advantage to cover his
woaknesses and fuilings
back at home. We arc
watching as things unfold
in the immediate future, 1o
soe what concessions both
sides will make for the sake |
of peacelul coexistence,

In spite of the trials and
tributatbons in the last years |
of his life, he was.a leader
with massive integrity who
ook great decisions in |
eritical moments; | am sure
that without somibody like |
Arafat, the Palestinian |
q would have been |

Nigerians

Palestinians. While the U.S.
absolutcly has the key 1o

open a real and lasting |
cems as if the | oo

peace
president with enough

charisma and strength to |

look at the issue squarely
and dispassionately is yet
o come for both the LLS.
and Israeli siates.

Arafat wis
magnanimous o the extent
that he allowed for and

recognised a state of Isracl.

completely forgotten, He |
wis 8 man of courage and
commitment. The challenge
has now been thrown o the
new Palestininn leadership
under Abu Muzen as to how
they will handle and
spproach those boiling
issucs.

Francis A. Okeke
Department of Maxs Comm
University af Maiduguri
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‘Bush’s renewed

ast Thursday, George
W. Bush raised up his

and and swore to
protect America and its
Beau-ideal.

In his speech, he
| hetorically swung from
| “bringing freedom ta those
| who arc enslaved to the

survival of liberty,”
| solemnly and gracefully
| depicting that America is

[ beholden to world in
wchieving global freedom.
May be 1o the
Americans, his speech was
that of a patriot, but to the
| world, his speech recked of
& miasma of violence, terror
land the A fear

2005

Em—nn—-u

land increasingly depends
on the success of liberty
in other lands. The best
hope for peace in our
world is the expansion of
freedom in all world. ..our
goal instead is 1o help
others find their own
voice, attain their own
freedom, and make their

own way."”

“The United States
will not ignore your
Oppression, o excuse

Praily

forces,” he said.

Bush Snr. couldn’t be
more correct about the speech
‘but he only tried to ensemble
the meaning after such
revelation which is not
surprise 1o many. Already,
Asian  countries  have
expressed concerns that the
address pointed to & more
aggressive foreign policy that
could worsen global tension,

US Vice Prexident, Dick Cheney

To Bush, his model of
democracy must be spread
round to ensure freedom

regardless of extant and
N i jes and

q

Trasr

Under Scnaje heat, the

Trust International

uest for freedom |

oppumm-mhhnnm

Condoleerza Rice; hulged
with her list of "outposts of
tyranny” which the US will

i The Belarus
government in a swili
reaction said that Ricg
ot was “quite far

on after Irag. In
her opening address, she
made it clear that she
believed greaier efforts
should now be made 1o put
US's case to the world and

time of diplomacy is now,.”

She added that US's
intention with the rest of the
world must be a

your op " the 437
US President said. He

added that his country has
o bliaatat et

| factor. The specch must
have revealed too much
than intended. The words
“freedom™ and “liberty™
assumed new meanings,
These words which he
mentioned more than 40
times became his new
pecudo term in replacement
for WMD and Nuclear
threats which have been
used as excuse for alienated

are difficult to fulfil and
would be dishonourable
1o abandon. After looking
hard for an excuse o
invade Irag, he setfled on
the freedom of the Iragi
people from the tyramical
nude of Saddam Hussein,
1 it is frecdom that be has
brought to Irag, then the
world is in for some wars
and pain, compared to
what is h ing in Irag,

Bush's speech was
clearly an epitome of threat
o nations which

So much rhetoric about
freedom and he didn"t
even mention the war in

B which must differ
in values from his. In
countries like Iran for
example, the US have
criticised the regime as that of
tyranny and which lacked
bue of people upirluom

not a
monologue. But we all
know better than that. US
has shown that Il &nni#y
fan of i

from reality. .. false sterco-

would be by wlhu; all
troops oul of Iraq and
bringing in  national
conscription.

Little wonder, the Bush
Mﬂm made some

types and P
basis for the formation of
effective policy in the
sphere of foreign relations.”

The alleged “fiend™ of

Imcoming Secretacy of State. Condoleez:a Rice

Africa, President Robert
Mugabe of Zimbabwe has
been mued of

hanges in his
cuhﬁl,ulyun-hwnhu
new wave of belligerent and
self-destructive foreign
policy patiern. The

oulgoing secretary of state,
Collin Powell, became the

lhunﬂi Nolme and
intimidation to keep himsell
in power. In an irony,
Mugabe said the country’s

shoving intermediaries like
the United Nations to the
lldne in wclt wuxn like

ding to the S Y
State, Condolnuu Rice,
Iranians “suffer under a
regime that has been
completely unwilling 1o deal
with their aspirations and that
has an appalling human rights
records.” But US doesn't
intend to use the repression
excuse alone but has added
the nuclear power threat
which it has classified lran.

hll really Mipbemd us
case aside from the fact that
it wants to rule the world.
Interesting, she
mentioncd Cuba, Balarus,
Zimbabwe, Iran, Bum and
North Korea as “owtposts of
tyranny”. She gave her best
in clucidating why these
countries should receive
greater US concentration.
She was so enthusiastic
about it llm one senator

| on terror
war of terror and their so-
called designation of world
police to world bullies.

His speech was bound to
conjure impression with the
way he assertively camied
wupon himsell and his nation
the survival of liberty in the
world by any means
possible, He said “the

survival of liberty, in our

with m empluuu on

audaciously differ and who  Iraq. Even without the speech,
| strive in indigenous values Even Presid w. p pti and
| and governments. His war BuhSw‘,hul_' pugned had heralded the

hosed to i son'’s ! new improved aggressive US

fmlp poh:y One nf the

blf!lullmmymbm
in the world.

He said that it was not
meant 1o signal & new
direction in US foreign
policy. “People want o
read a lot into it that this
MECAns pew BEEressions or

newly assorted military

pluuhnu that is if he is not
the only -~ Dick Chency had
disclose that Iran topped the
lot of world trouble spots and
that Isracl could decide 1o
bomb its nuclear facilities,
hinting the country that will
come next under the “freedom
sledge harmer.”

RERT 1y suggested that
her Io,ally to Mr. Bush

In Cuba, the US has
Cuban regime’s

abuse of advocates of
peaceful change and
reform. In  Belarus,
President Alexander Luka-

P a
collapsed economy and
food shortages are caused
by the interference from
Us.

Iran also ded

wwifitly to Rice's comments;
“Echoing US President
George Bush’s *axis of evil®
comment, Rice merely
reiterated  the stance
m by the Muwim

to as onc of the most

the past
three years™ said the Voice

fol vice idons of
.Mun'm. It has been the
feld axis

of the Islamic Republic of
Iran (VIRI). Iran also
reacted to US semior
officials about a US attack,
saying that US attack on the
country would be a strategic

us remarks
psychological warfare,
An analyst, Dr. Laleh
Khalil, from University of
lndm,-tileupwkh'm

shanko has been i d
for crushing dilwlﬂ.
perseculing Imiepcndtnl

Alfazeera on th
imminent lilul said the
only way the US could

persists now is who will
come next under the “force
of human freedom”. Would
America start with its bist of
outpost of tyranmy or will it

us? The span of
time will tell but their
actions will not surprise the
world, telling by Bush’s
i | specch.

media lnd politi

-4 strike on lran




a Tsunami Disaster
Relief Committee

Please donate generously to the victims of Tsunami in any branch of the following banks:

First Bank Plc ‘ Zenith Bank Plc 1 Habib Bank Ltd
AJC NO 4062050014410 AIC NQ 6011327329 - AICNQ 01301192052

Tsunami Disaster Relief Committee can be contacted al: Merit House, Agulyi Ironsi Road, Maitama, Abuja.

Committee Members

Alh, Mohammed Maccido (Sultan of Sokoto), Archbishop Peter Akinola (CAN President), Alh. Mustapha Jokolo (Emir of Gwandu),
Archbishop John Onaiyekan, Gov. Viclor Attah, Gov. Ibrahim Shekarau, Chief Ajibola Ogunsola, Engr. Abba Gana,
Alh. Umaru Mutallab, Jim Ovia, Prof. B. Y. Abubakar, Ayo Obe, Bilkisu Yusuf




Ev )

Tuesday, Japuars 25 2
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undreds of Kenyans

fled their homes

Sunday after eight

| people were speared and
| stubbed 10 death nonbwest of
'Nmnb: in tribal clashes over
mm\m:r.mldnmmd
| officials said.

Four were killed when they
| were pnlllnd lrom vehicles at
 impeormpty checkpoints st up

by rival Kikuyu and Mansai
- groups which attacked anyone
Iroim the “wrong™ tribe on the
maim road from Naiobi 1o the
Moz Mara safiari park.
Yesterday's violence was
thhé: btest i s series of clashes
betwesm members of varios
communities aver land, un
explosive iue Presidont
| Mwai Kibaki's goveriment
| maym it will addross.

R

-

Wilfd Ndolo, RiftValley

Hundreds flee Kenya land clashes

the Tand anid use of its rivens

the Intest bloodshed killed
eight mainly-elderty people in
the Mai Mahii area in the

The nahlms betwean
youths wiclding machetes,
and arcows and spears
Wit 0T acoess bo wister in the
wrea, trnditlonally roamd by
Maasai but settled since the:
1970% by small-scale farmers
from the Kikuyu tribe
Local goumillor Kinugjino
Natsheki complained of
Indequute policing after dusk
when many attncks happen,
sryibg the government had
abunioned ite people,
The Maasal, who are

i caitie Hpluked; il

were fully taken by the
government in the 1970 and
wiven to the Kikuyus by ihen
President Jomo: Kenyaita,
hirmselfa Kikuyu

Last week 2 000 people
were made homeless in
fighting between Maasais and
Kipsigis inbesmen ot Emari
on ihe edge of the Muasal
Mara, Last August, Massais
invaded some farms, in
Laikipia district north of
Mairobi 1o urge the return of
landd reserved for Europeans
under early 200h ceniury
acoonds between Batim and
Maasal elders, The land
concemed IS now mostly held
Kenvan  small-scale

SARKL. Former Doctiment remain valid. Kwali Area Council Service Commission | |
and public to note lhneﬂ'm since 1991,

1, formerly known as MISS LAWAL HAOLAT OLATTAN OLAWUMI, now wish to
be Uﬂlmd [ Mll!i KOI.AW(RJ' HAOLAT OLAITAN, All former documents
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) resicdent Viktor Yush-
¥ chenko of Ukmine has
arrived fn Moscow for
talks - just & day afler his

The visit is seen as an

Yushchenko set Qfm l\gﬁeﬂ

angered Mr

Yushchenko's backers by
congratulating Mr Yanuk-
ovych with the victory in the
original run-off without
final results to

‘his pragmatism in emph-

asising the importance of

Blast targets Allawi’s
office in Ira

car bomb has expl-

Al-Zarqawi-linked group,
al-Qaidn Group in lrag, s

said.
Mklﬁnm:u

i hhm‘a)ﬂhﬂy

~ ambushes against Iragi
~ security forces in the run-up

. nlhliuu{hbhﬂ.oﬁn-
would rigger | jals in the prime minisior's

office said.

US and Iragl troops sea-
uwummw
e buzpod ovehosd Amé

Pals.
“After the initial quake,
e were a sries of weskes

dummalmuenm
g 1o the site.

Iraqi journalist Ziyad al-
Samarmai told Alfazeera that
the car bomber attempted o
enter the headquarters of the
Iraqi National Accord (al-
Wifag) party headed by
Allawi, but he was stopped at
an Irmgi police checkpoint,

Russia ‘vows’ not to
sell missiles to Syria

ussinn  President

Vindimir Putin has

promised  lsracli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
thiat he will not siign a contracy,
10 sell SA-18 surface-to-air
missiles 1o Syna, according o
an lsracli daily.

The reported promisc.
waid w0 have been made in a
phone call by Putin on

day, came on the day

vehicle at the checkpoint s
he could not pass through
them, he added.

The journalist also said
that all oads were closed and

that | o one was allowed 1o appr-

b th
och

He added that lraqi

weapons, also called Igla
missiles, risked falling into
the hands of Hizb Allah,

which is opposed to lsrachi
“occupation, Hizh Allah was
successful in driving Tsraeli

. CONLrOVErsy over reports that

forces out of occupied
southern Lebanon in May
2000, 1
Sharon's office had said
on Thursday that the Putin-
Sharon phoe call centred on
the situation in the Middle
East, the unilateral Israchi
plan of disengagement from
the Guza Strip, relations with
Syria and Hizb Allsh and their
implications, and the recent
election of Mahnud Abbas as
Palestinian president.

“The Syrian leader arrived
in Moscow yesterday amid

Risssian wais resdy b0 sell Syria,
its long-time ally in the
Middle East, state-of-the-urt
isils capable ofiting uny
target ‘within a radius that
mcludes lsracl.
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E i
(OPEC) beleves
is oversupplied

mean for certain |
will ‘make a nwly cut
decision at the end of

1SIN

: OPEC

output cut-Minister

aid o

declde on

l-'llt-l'z_:)

unlikely

the central Tranfan city of merely looking at supply and

hmmmmmn demand. We also watch the
“We will decide for the  market situation. There are

different ﬂlllul i
versupply,” he

January, The session will be dmiﬂuu on outpul was
:m"“""'m““'" b ﬂ“&‘ﬂfﬁ ."Sa. futures E $80 u barrel” said Victoe COld i l
t o take I
¥ aft Shum, oil analystat Purvin&  Insurgents have stepped
| Nigeria backs El..Bamdei’s Snowstorm .hi: rth: Miww up. 'm.mlu lnh?:q s lhel
;:rlhu:.;:nmlhn Llnilg election approaches l:ldi
Ly LV L ol
re-elecﬁon ail,  Metcorlogix said, however, mir'qamh“odm"
expressed  welcoming Dr. lil-Baradeito | Light sweel crude for  that the weather i expected  yronnd Kirkuk for more than
ithe ccn"u; for Encrgy wm.mml:eﬂm 1o return to near-normal g nonih : f
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|' o et i
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Hybrid sales
double in 2004

ew models power

Nsmwlh in hybrid
sales

. Sales of hybrid cars and

trucks nearly doubled in

2004, ang industry analyst

1.D. Power and Associates

suggests that such growth
| will continue for a number of

Combined, seven gas-
eolectric vehicles accounted
for 85,699 sales in 2004, up
97.3 percent from the 43,435
sold in 2003, The numbers
were reporied by
wutomakers,

Maost of the growth, and
most of the sales of high-
mileage hybrids, came from
Toyota’s Prius sedan. At
53,991 units, it accounted for
awhopping 63 percent of the
hybrid market

But new hybrid modgls

the Ford Escape sport-
utility, the Honda Accord
sedan and the Chevy
Silverado and GMC Sierm
pickups — all went on sale
for the first time during 2004

~accounted for growth, too.

The Accord, which

market will mean

b ilable in June.

growth through the end of
the decade.

“The fact that all
vehicle manufacturers
have a hybrid stralegy is

significant,” Pratt said.
Power, the Westlake
Village researcher,

projects that U.S. hybrid
sales will reach 222,000
this year and $00,000 by
2009. 11 that prediction
comes true, hybrids would
aceount for nearly 3
percent of the U.S. car and
tuck market in 2009. In
2004, hybrid salcs rtpre=
sented about 0.5 percent of
the 16.% million vehicies
sold.

Another Power affi-
liate, the Power Informa-
tion Network that tracks
dealer transactions, snid
Californians bought nearly
42 percent of all hybrids
sold from Jan. 1 1o Dec.
17, 2004,

This year, the Lexus
RX 400h hybrid goes on
sale in April and the
Toyota Highlander hybrid

combines clectric motors and

battery power with a V-6 gas
mglne. accounted for 1,061
sales in December. Ford

Fiat GM

dealers Inv:nldms,om | s e o
(I;:lohwzm-l : is to wait until st least

An cighth hybrid, the
Dodge Ram Contractor’s
Special pickup, which will be
availsble only to fleet
customers, went into
production i in Navwhu but

“ebruary 2 o exercise its

right ta sell the troubled Fiat

| Auto division to US giant
| General Motors.,

Fist said mediation talks

| wull GM that began on

ber 16 ding their

| none

| before year's end, the

| company

| Anthony Pran, Power’s
senior manager for global
powertrain issuecs, said

| industrial partnership will
Fdﬂllr)r

g Fnlilllﬁt

Both arc  sport-utility
vehicles, By 2008, Power
said, more than 30 hybrid
models will be available.

Shun Obinata, s Bay
Area technical translator,
bought a slightly used 2004
Prius lute last year.

“I find it 10 be a classy
car with great gas milcage,™
w0 far about 52 miles per
gallon, he said. “It"s the
hest of two worlds.™

Pratt, the J.D. Power
analyst, said hybrid buyers
are still so-called carly
adopters, They're older
than the average car buyer,
have more education and
greater incomes. He noted
that 40 percent of all Prius
buyers have an advanced
college degree.

Five to seven years from
now, as gasoline vehicles
become more efficient, as
diesel fuel gains in sccep-
tance, und as hydrogen fuel-
cell vehicles get closer to
consumer readiness, hybrid
sales might reach a plateau,
he said.

auto deal

percent stake in the loss-
making car business Fiat
Auto 1o GM 1o Febroary 2.
Acconding 1o a previous
agreement reached with GM
when both groups enjoyed
better fortunes, Fiat can sell
its car business from now to

GM’s

pmlpmd the right to
exercise its put option which

nﬂuon rmmrul “yalid and
" despite

claims to the contrary afier
Fiat sold some assets and
Fiat Auta,

. hybrids coming into new

| gives it the right to sell its 90
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GAZ Buys Daimler Engines-

anuary 24, engine producer hiked prices, by 24 percent to sbowt |
MIZOOS Reuters  phans 0 buy 1,000 engines  $1,700 from the start of the
eported that per month from Daimler year,, forcing GAZ ui
Russia’s second-biggest Chrysler, a GAZ official suid. production until the
automaker, GAZ, which Spokesman Oleg Gamov  end of January |
said the two sides had agreed

suspended work after a local Gamov said Daimler |
1 to increase deliveries to  Chrysler had offered on-
150,000 annually in two 1o s-uli:r\hlpm-lpim
three
now Feb.l " ot Vb

leted but there is

been DaimlerChrysler’s rich |
still oo thl:_fw !lpul; a

product line for $1,700.
There is then no point
ulhu[\’dl-'ﬂm
engincs,” he said.
mmmm-m,
o abandon ZMZ aliogether
as it still hoped for 3 price
cut. “We would not like to |
behave like this toward our
old partner, bocawse & mass
nluprinnlya:hp'
engine,” Gamov said.
(!Amed-edﬁS.ﬂh
\hu--iyw

M and Fiat 0
work on the " of I.
their current industrial
alliance, Fuat sad.
chiel executive |

o Marchionne added
that the ¢ ion of the |
relationship with GM “will |
not negatively impact the |
group’s ability to reach its |
financial targets for 2005,
2006 and 2007,
He also said that Fiat
Auto does not plan any plant
closures in ltaly.

contract signing,” Gamov
said by telephone from
Nirhny Novgorod in central
Russin, where GAZ is
located. “Naturally,

it will be

in the nearest future.™
The local engine
producer, ZMZ, hiked prices
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“*As [l as the NILC is con-

C asks AG to resi
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s funds

gn over Lago

services provided by the
council ially educa- |

'Okada riders operate

MFCT urged to enhghten motonsts on bus-stops
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Vuvsday,

lelnmp Munaging
Director  of  the
Nigerian National

January

LLABOUR & EMPLOYMENT
LNG project to create 4,000 jobs

28, 2IS

construction work would
begin in January 2006.
Olokala is a border town

P I Corp

(NNPC), Mr.  Funsho
Kupolokun has said that the
56 billion Liquefied National
Gas Plant project to be
construcied at Olokola, Ondo
state will provide 4,000 gkill
jobs 1o Nigeriana.

The project  will  be
| constructed by NNPC,
| Chevron and the British Gas,
| West Africa Limited-

.!I’-upulukun who stated
in Abeokutn, Ogun Stafe

| during a courtesy visit on the

state ;, Orunba
| Gbenga Danial nid that
ulthough movement of
equipment to the site would
-utln as so0n as possible,

b Ondo and Ogun
states. The NNI'C boss who
was accompanied by top
officials of the companies
involved in the !

Daily

|ufom= from gas as from
o,

According to him, the
plant is aimed at supplying
metric tones of gas per
annum. It is to be executed
in phases until it would be

leted in 2009, It

of the project suid, “when
completed, it would be the
higgest single project in
Nigeria”

The team also visited the
Ondo state Governor, Dr.
Olusegun Agagu to ask for
similar cooperation.
Kupolokun said that on
assumplion of office in
1999, President Olusegun
Obasanjo said everything
should be done w ensuie
that Nigeria eamed as much

Directors urged to

obey traffic regnlatlons |

erian A
| f Road ‘l'rlnspon
Dwnm (NARTO),

| Abuju branch, has urged
| members to obey traffic
regulations while driving.

firee society.

He expressed the union's
readiness 10 work hand in
hand with the FCT police |
command, FRSC and VIO 10 |

{ The FCT of

Wik

would moet the federal

Frusr

government target of 70

know the financial involve-

metric tones by 2009. ment of ecach of the
The project, Kupolokun  campanies,

mualud \umdd involve the In  his  response,

ion of b 15 G Danjel said that

snd 1.8 cubic foet of gas per  he was tlad and assured that

day. He said “the final
dectsion for the plant would
be taken in 2006, so as to

Fm Mt'l.'.' Nl'.(.' pruidﬂll.

e would wasist in any arca
that his cooperation was
necded

* Bauchi NUJ
condemns police
over brutality

Journalists (NUT) has
joined in condemning

| police attack on journalists

al the venue of the Peaples
Democratic Party (PDP)
meeting in Abuja early this
manth.

In » press siatemeni
signed by he state
chairman of the union,
Alhayi Muktar Gidndo said
the state eouncil of the NUI
described the January 4,
2005 incident "not only
barbaric, uncivilized but
undemocratic.”

While a:knnwledumg
thie apalogy tendered by the |
out gone Inspector General |
of Police on b:lu"m"l.he]
erring  officers, the

on  all  Nigerinns
condemn the action of lbel
police in its onumm

Trabar |

| NARTO, Alhaji Abubak

| Sidig who gave this advice
during a maiden meeting
held this year in Abuja hear
from the police that member

hold & Y
]

membor s on the need lu )
know traffic regulations and
Bct on il 1o cnsure safoty.

He told members that
I o :

violates traffic regulati

urging members that they

should maintain their raffic
obedient records.

Alhaji Sidiq said that he
does want members to abuve
the opportunities and co
operations the law enforce-

| ment agents gave the union
lust year, adding that the
union wants to continue such

ced minor accident victims
despite organising several
safety programmes for them
last year, nccording 1o him,
“we will not relent our effon
10 reduce lhrrulrul'nocidem
1o the barest minimum,™
Alhaji Sidig called the
police that control traffic in
the territory s join the union

| FLASH BACK: Minister af Labour and MAWM.;K’}M wmmm 11O representative, Mr. (‘;ﬁiﬁu
and senior Lubour Law Specialist, Mes, Jane Hogdes during the public hearing on and labour bill held af the
Pix: Felix Onighinde  service.

in the ¥ MEasure.,

- welfare to the me

Pix: Felix Onighinde

whmrmm.(‘ﬂ'ﬂ'mm« mmwmmw-m-m

in Abuja Monday Sept. 27, 2004,

MTUN to enrol members in
insurance scheme

e FCT Chairman of

I Motoreyele Trirsport
Union of Nigeria
(MTUN), Abuja branch,
Comrade Obl Nwaogwug-
wil said that the union has
voncluded plans to enroll
members with Nobel and
Lesley 1 Limited ;1

By Abdutwahab Deji
AJikobl ~Seringer (Abufal
Comradoe

Nwaogwugwy who said
that the union aimed at

reasonable premiom

*d‘r,

Deakpassi
\me-)&t‘maup Wednesday August 25, 2004,

! -
| . _——— e
| =

on the
safety in the six aren
councils in the Federal

Capital Territory (FCT)
said  the insurance
company will take care of
training expenses and

other logistics expended

by the union,

According to him, the |

insurance company will
work hand in hand with
the union to ensure that
members involved in
accident are being
compensated,

He said that the union
has hired the service of
one safety consultant that
will give members iwo
hours Tecture an what he
called defensive riding
every week

He added that the |

ldeture will be taken w all
branch offices of the sjate
headquarters in six aroa
councils in the FCT.
Speaking on what he
described as unjust arrest

ially i ud i
mlingtm: what we have in |
Nigeria because nobody
knows whose turmn it might
be tomorrow,”

According to him, "it s
Teast expected that law
enforcement agents who
are supposed ta be our
partners in progress should
continug 1o harass,
intimidate and brutalize

journalists  who  are
carrying  owt  their
professional and

FRSC Marshals
protest new

“arshals of Federal
Road Sufety
Commission
(FRSC) have called on the
Corps Marshal of the;
Commission to look inio |
the list of posting in the |
South-West Zone, |
In a statement in
Dxogbo, Osun state; eight |
marshals ol the
commission who criticised |
the recent paullnp by the |
commission’s  Abuja
headquurlvu said the
1 d last

of his bers by the
police, comrade
Nwaogwugwu said

despite the fact that the
union gained cooperation
from high ranking police
offices in the FCT but he
can not rule out some of
the officers that usually
arrest  the members
unjustly.

He urged the "FCT
palice command 1o
continue Ita sanitary
effort to ensure that bad
oaes among the police
officers hayve been finhed
out from Nigerin police

| morshal,

Dacemhcr were (raught
with favouritism.

The statement also
lamented that that contrary
1o, the policy of the
commission, some
marshals were transfarred
outside their “catchmenis

areas™
However, two zonal
commanders  of the

commission who pleaded
anonyoiity said that the
aggrieved marshals should
have forwarded their
grievances (o the corps
with their full
names attached 1o the
stement.
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The Honourable Minister of Transport, Dr. Abiye Sekibo
Announces a 2-day Workshop on

INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT
AND REGULATION

Faculty:

Professor Jose Gomez-Ibanez

Deree C Bok Professor of Public Policy and Urban Planning
Co-chair: Infi in & Market E y

John F. Kennedy School of Government

Harvard University, Boston

and

Professor Akash Deep

Associate Professor of Public Policy and Infrastructure
Harvard University, Boston

Audience:

All Federal and State Ministries involved in any aspect of infy ture develoy gulati .
and manag in the Transportation, Power, Tel sector,etc. ¥

Ministries, P Is such ns, Tramsport, Aviation, Works, Housing, Power and Steel, Water Resowrces,
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Nigerian Raitway Cory 1 “,. fan Maritime Authority (NMA),

Maritime Academy of Nigeria (M'AM. National In.!nmf ”bu-nm;: Authority (NTWA),

Nigerian I of Transport Technology (NITT). National Elctric Power Authority (NEPA),

Nigeria Tel i (NITEL), National Ct Ci ton (NCC),

Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN),

Mgcrm Adrm Mamgnlnt Authority (NAMA), Nigerian Custom Services. other port agencies,
ive Cancessionaires, Freight F l W'w " i

Gwﬂmwimlvdinmﬂmwnf fi Jevelop g

and management especially the Nigerian Custom Services.

Date:  Thursday January 27 - Friday January 28, 2005.

Venue: Shehu Musa Yar 'Adua Centre, Abuja.

Time:  9am - 5pm Daily

Programme Sponsors:

Nigerian Ports Authority

Programme Facilitatior:

'ﬁ Bureau of Public Enterprises

g
&
Frogramme Organisers; 0 > §
Spri ngfmmigﬁ_ i
Infrastructure Consulting Group
Chiel Host: How:
Dr. Abiye Sekibo Engr. Mohammed 1. Musa
Minister of Transport Minister of State for Transport
For furthet enquiries and mail a 2 page resume g@yahop.com Fi 015552888 0802 125 114 o D803 395 5304

STRICTLY BY INVITATION
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esidents of Lu;bc
suburbs I| !Ilo

Mﬁmmm

'waur system. They have

|push” water hawkers evi
' month. "And 1 have hcl'n_
water here for more

than cight years of my stay in
lhhqum Imummld
ot be like that.

hﬂu]ﬂmﬁw
Reporter

Sffic came 10 o stand

m‘ﬂlhns(inwwlhth

= Abuji road last Satur.
‘day when a truck conveying
goods had one of its tyres
hot by men of the Nigeria
Custom Services (NCS) on
suspicion of carrying contra-
bamd

The incident which took
over four hours 1o resolve
occurred atabout | lam when
the truck driver was driving
along the Abuja I.nlqmuuz

b;.:nur:n;; mlmmv&m 1ol
Abuja Trust cus-
{oms officials tried 1o stop the
vehiche (truck) during a stop
ﬂ search m

Gwagwalada - Abaji
the truck driver refimed to
stop which prompted the
whoots

it o the bockng of the

highway ‘which is the only |
entry print tofrom tie south- |
om axis of the country in the

wha could not remove his
an o imsist
on the of his tyre or
ku‘illtnmmmwlck

Procold

AEPB demolish structures |

awunpudﬁmym-
whuwlwﬂmnaow be

offic all illegal
Lugbe federal hanmuw structures that constituic
tate?” quericd Jarmo, eyesore along the Airport

Another trader,  Indy meuhw
Osakwe, said that the author-  pected with some heads of

illﬁll&dr ot
e

a1l

« 1.::-—91-“!‘-

D - a2 - ALt
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Badawa residents
send SOS to

Draily T

Shekarau over road
[ csidents Of Badawh by A s iabien,
2ew  layowt i T Corpespondent (Kano) J
| | o
called on Gavernor Mallam  “0structed during military
Theahim Shekarau o come io "“"’?“;.‘"‘.‘""".’“
theirad by reconsiructing of  0ektion » stustion which
/their road at Sarduana vition: of posicns of the
Crescent. The spok of R
the residents, Alhaji Garba !
Alhaji Garba, who added
Md:'l‘m DRV (o that currently the local
council is carrying out a
ara“nl drainage work on the road,
| said that state government
LG scnbe | should  intervene h::; |
with the
“rged to council to rchabilitate the
- road.
build more He noted that even if the
ClasSroOms | wmia. run roud wae ot
il dad o a:h g
erﬂj L residents were nol
plch b book made solved as, according 1o him, |
e tocal when rain falls, the drainages ]
» IM‘I ey will be destroyed by water.
e § | Another resident, Mallem
mummul:“’;'}mw' P ”L” Problem of eresian in Sigaws Stete. Jahun-Gajungy read wnder eesion throut. S S A Famae
Ungsrwa Uku Girks' Secoadary | " o
it e 2. Shekarau receives commission
w:l:;;_"',"- road had become death involved were given o mrl
evepeent e o | Wmionwichicsives | Q" lllqllll'y S report S sl
plea was made duil. an - Chairman of the commission,
otk | . T 00 R of the 'I“" o 5"'“’ F""muﬂ of the Nigerian constitution.  Ajhaji Justice Muhammed
Parent-Teacher Association S visadl vt He added, “Whoever is Sidi Mato, said all the parties |
at Tarauni by the PTA :nﬁ-—-ﬁdb’h reiiurated o cont ” course of discharging its  accused of any wrong doing, involved were given equal |
| Chairman, Alhaji Iss Abbs we hope Shekaras will assist bl the iple of TosPonsibilities. The Kano  what is requested of us is to opportunity o expressed
: Isa d over ‘h“m-h“ L Jaice S el e i Gnm::ﬂ: m-u;mu:w 'rie\ruum“be“?om the
the ways classes in schools assurance while receiving He ded the 1o do them
s blocks  of J ga b y d’uﬁynqhhﬂh and commitment in handling h“"wwz
v o e g 300 tractors umwurpwﬁc e hown 0 e et i ke
He commended the present (reports that all the partics necessary actions.
administration in ﬁ-llf m
it x| J o i g g o | o We are ready for
disrution of both wesker | ygriculturel output, says e P | deputy speaker-of the
Amwiodge i schooe, b | a1 LE¥ES K3 bocn cvlvd for afcive | Da¥akin Kude local 2005 census
I e | o ™ s e | mwam i nt | _Garko LG chairman
scirsnpce | of po et cobanced ingation bl il Al he Garko local Lawal will serve as the
He alio commended the | ensure food security and o T P stinoay of i st Lok
efforts Chairman P said it is commiticd The Publicity Committee
,m.::'h:'..',.“ R towards the success of the i (0 be headed by the
sren, Allni No-Maburwe, for | N CAN G Do forthcoming headcountthe  council’s Chairman, Alhaji
the construction of & g-m- country. The council's Yahaya Adamu, while the
b, e b Chairman, Alhaji Yahays Comptroller of Prisonsin the
gy e i Adumu Garin- Al stated this e, Alhji Hamisu Garko, will
school at Daura wards | K pnounced, while inaugurating the local  serve as the
nespectively. - that each of the 27 emu commillees on Alhaji \'nhqya said
reiterated the would get 10 | and publicity at the rovided o o
|nced for sdditional blocks of | tractors thiough a soft loan council secrctariat. oA M""m"““m
classrooms. at Unguwa Uku | scheme to be repaid in 10 - = P
?"Ms-‘"'.‘; P i e 1o assist the federal 1o put i their best towards
stndests in fimding a | socrotary, = ar government in achieving the  its success,
= " o [retiin deicd for the desired goals during the I hiss resnarks, the District
Iearming k! training youths forthcoming census. Head of Garko, Dallatun Kano
h&m each en::czs for pum He said the Technical Alhaji Mohd Aliyu, gave
{PTA) to saf d their i ; of  the Committee of the council assurance that traditional
‘wards  and  recoup | machincry would be headed by the u:elulindlnluwﬂl;iwlll
vernment's efforts fromm farm s Acting Director of Personal  the necessary cooperation
|zdiu ﬁi::n:duwhﬁ blm::i:l. the Jigawa pod Management, a\l_l?uji Ado  for the success of the
| westem and Islamic schools. | G introduced Garba, while Alhaji [brahim  excrcise.




blames area
boys menace

refuse dump behind the po-
cm:'NﬁHllimwhu with aver 200 veh de- incident Two scav-
! Py AR s Hce barmcks aiso locaied. P lackent were v s
Ns;n-m Customs Service The fire wis said o have '“"M m:ulnurl:nw-‘ Iﬂ. refise dump at the time.
yard along Mobolaji  started a1 about 3pm from » md:uﬂr?
Dep Gov fl ivat for | trcks s woll s buses, wner| Tinubu denies FG’s mdiness
(DEP GOV Hays private Sector | {75ty me of
h e customs hast year to pay seized LG funds

over yout neghgence The police barmacks 30 | - aeun Statc Governar

agos State Deputy iraininy at the Lagos | the customs dump ground Bola Tinuby has de
| Governor,  Mr. St-lw l'elmehpw Magoda | share s common fence but in- wied knowledge of any

Olufemi Pedro has for truining in civil engineer- 0y S0 RS Wl ro b*, “d; dcs '-mn\-
:hdeduu Private, g wenl 10 pay the seized state
| Sector for in reha- me- Mﬂmm“ councils statutory
bilimin;ymlh in the soci- chanical Hﬁm incident, the Assistant Cowp- | o the foderation aceount.
ety. ing and metal works and ?ﬂnfﬂnnl:l“m The govemor, whll!x
| Podro who spoke during  chemicals, involving aleo th Drugs), | ucring 1o report that the
mmq.nm-mm- production of paiats and its | Ade Francis Fadahunsi said | oo government was at the
| tensive vocath that a derailed pancl of en- | e o f peleasing the money
| P Saaaspetitin :;’m‘;“'“_"-'_“"i'”‘““ sl e b ot e imformed
mhmumﬁ 1o fully utilise the op- nci of any wach plan cither by the
| Said it was mincing words fo thrust their way, who ssid he | Bt
| believe that social miscreants  Which be said was a large as. | beard of e fire incident, few | 4\oee commissioner.
| were a thieut to the govem- ~ Stinlife, while assuring them | minutes afier it stanied ex- Governor stressed that he
| ment alone. that the govemment would | plained that upon hesring of | 0.l cuther wait and get the
| “Private Sector Participa-  Pick their transport bill forthe | i, he had o fook for men of | cheque for the payment be-
| tion is very important, if the [0t month duration. the fire service "and 1 8M | fore bolievimg the report or

hacritie de ik The Ci issi for happy o let you know that we | g o
i ok only govermment ha Sl Datics, M. Delc | had very prompt raponse | s words 1 have ot Anublymnurldwum&lhhguﬂ
will be affected. 1 urge the the custodian of the | form them and enough waler | oo, ihe cheque neither have he good relatioaship  in the House.
OFS 1o patoe with e stte ;-njaﬂ.mhh-dm hﬂlﬂhm“h l;mwwﬂrm I muhllllh;l:u
| government to rid the state of Though tmea of th ‘commissioner for finance sted betwoen the La-
| mi and loyed service were prompl 10 the | pag oy jnform of such plan s
| youths, he said. heif pro has anybody form cenmcat had reicased the sum
| Podrosaid the Tinubu ad- ness could not slep the in- hinted me m-mﬁsm of Nomillion to the House for
|munwm femo razing over 200 vehi- | o uch | would rather wait | of the statc House of Assem- Sallah eclebration, out of
10 1id the state of cles which was heavily aided | i) | have the chegue in my | bly tumed down the Sallah  which Namillion was
mient and the scourge of pov- by e i hand before | could belicve | gift of N30, 000 from the gov-  edly 1o the civil sery-
ety b coud o gt the o e tha th g | 0k soey” Tiaub i s by Bk e work res e e laghr
baitle alone without coopera- gl oo i In the smame vein, Obwof | Investigations by Bo the work legasls-
| tion from the private sector. notspread flrthor butwe | 1 yp0 Rilawan Akioly while Hdu ot ﬂw NT-':« rhoial

According to him, the will Y ReLeY ing with s | 1 rejected prouse ol ’:;‘,
St tad 0 fook al the canse of the out- munims in the state | Bty which they 1m %m yrhos
aros], s ggoning e e b declosod. | were ot sbletosavgierram | Scencaning and mbecoming - pay N3G, 000 given o them
quarter of Inst year in compu- toms Public Relations O | 2urime the Saflah celebrati It was further gathered by the Chairman of the House
ter installation, building con- P i vh; as & result of the scired allo- thant tht wes not the g =
struction, t::ctluym;md L V-MN&? g.,.& . | i : Su-iw“ S v
concreting, clectric insialla- Akiolu regretied plaining about the shabby  the House service commitice,
tion. fish farming, shirt mak- B Smare e Rocummc | the action of the fecenal g0v- | Ergiment give o them duss. T have 1o reject i asd bayoou
Ling among others. k"'"“““" L croment, even aficr the Su- | ing festive period by the  the whole thing and make our |
Theyouths earmarked for - mmh i1 | preme Cout judgment is al- | Commmittee on House Servi s known”, Odesanya

thigy vocationsl vestipations by EKO | focting many Muslims in the | which is in charge of buying umm
i would un- thas he first. | ygts. 1 i h lanz

oty



- to be charged with the

e S Speaking to newsmen ? involvement of private
ol e w_hgxn.m%_.;_;‘ S e g ios i _;in:
assgestbempo drbe lewe,said hatfollowig he. - 380 v eimatabis-sitos,
area, the Emir of Kazinre, report of the vibrations, e said that the ministry mm-n’;&-m
Alhaji Najib Hassaini, said as incers were dispatched to Would have embarked on the el heh vosaiied
one of the pillars of Islam, the area to 1 the immediute construction of a
Zakkat not only purifies ' problem. 5 second bridge across the ™ vy con retiably el you that
one's wealth bot also ’ s privilegedchildren in thestate | According o him, fheage  NiBer but was hamstrung by e gircady have a.
establishes justics, fuimoss Jigawa State as part of the with & view to providing a | of the bridge was also iden- financial constraints. “It  willing to invest that kind of
and brotherhood n the | b F T Jevel playing field for all o | tified asa contributory factor e
e ey | ¢ 1 coodiion of the dem "
Ll less privileged children in the R
 safeguard their wealth. ; o014
He equally commended _,,J_m' e & toouklig Vooih
e erynen dtrict el | Barrister Petor Onnenks, the  stat 30 8 1 emubl them 10
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1 to cotruct ct $500m power

The minister, who ex- 9 From Kaysor Ajibols, cconomic summit held last

pressed satisfaction over
%mhhw

Stringer (Abookuia)

he State mmwamm
Ogun govern M
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associations would not
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human trafﬁc :
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for the Prohibition of |

ernor of Kano State sug-
gested that for leartl o I

fce, | Progress.
vm_mu&il Flz;thr pal e,

he sy on cultism by the gov-
, ernment and the state's
House af f, waying 'hwhg
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thg | Eenerat 600 mega walts,
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Obasanjo/Ogbeh rift not our
headache — Chief Gemade .

ormer Pepples Demo | From Hir J.
efutic Party (PDP) Na
tiomal Chainnan, Chief  not to comment on the crisis
Barnabas Gemade has dis-  facing his successor, it is
missed the fears that the rifi  nonctheléss imperative to |
between his successor, Chief  point out that the widespread
Audu Ogbeh and President  feeling that Ogheh's ousters |
| Olusegun Obasanjo would  would destray the PDP is to-
| destroy the party saying the  tally misplaced.
mncour between the two does— * Hee said the face-off be- |
not constitute any threattothe  tween his successor and the |
survivalofthe roling party,  president should not be !
Chief ‘Gemade. who viewed us headache for a |
| spoke with newsmen in his  party with 28 statcs and ma- |
Makurdi residence at the jority of the seats at the Na-
| weekend, also expressed his  tional Assembly.
suppert  for  President The former party boss,
Obasanjo’s reform agenda,  whose ouster was also insti-
asserting that the country gated from the presidency,
needs the reforms o beable  therefore said the duo's prob- |
| 1o stand as Afriea’s giant, Tem was theirs and nat the |
| Chief Gemade disclosed hudll:heol’dlcl’l)l’lllung
though he had vowed - that “inspite of that PDP s |

|- Comespomdent thtatuntn || |

i
only ﬁlrunlqulnlhh itn
Gwan person in elocted In
2007.

Albiayi Sani Musa further
stater] that thie Grvvar had hoen
peaceful with othet ethic
tribe in Niger which i re- |
fierred an the most: peaceful |
sate in the federation toting
thiat' ‘withbut' pésce the

|| still intact.”
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and Abhaji Abadul-Ruahaman
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M-! Begging at the local government level, arganiced by the Kuduma

NGO urges electorate to remain steadfast

he Association for
Qualitative Leader
ship and Good Gov-
ernance has called on the Ni-
gerian electorte not 1o be dis-
couraged by the unsavory
conduct of some elected of-
fice holders who only have
time for the people when they
need their vote.
The association said in &

¢ statement signed by its Na-
Honal President. B bl

cising thewr franchise during
elections,

Mﬂdm;lnlhemln-
hom, it 18 the

with bitterness or with a do-
or-die spirit” reminding them
umpowhulmm

livering the dividend of de-
macracy to the people of the
state,” calling on other state
1o emulate their

all Jovers of democracy w
ansure that Nigeria docs not
regress info a civilian dicta-
torship with only the political
etilite as the sole beneficiary
of the dividend of the demo-
cratic project asserting that
tb:ulﬂywwmmuuﬂ:

provess s not lim-

Danlami Umar Zuru, that Ni-
goriuns should not allow the

¢ | antics of rogue politicians and

the manipulation and viola-
tion of their sovercignty o
discourage them from exer-

ied to the political elite is by
mass participation of the Ni-
genan cligible voters.

Hon. Umar Zuru then
enlled on those seeking politi-
caloffice “not to play politics.

Jigawa speaker calls ™" oo 1
for cordial relationship

with executive

he speaker of the

Jigawa State House

of Asserubly, Alhaji
Mujitafis Mallam has cilled
fora cordial relationship be-
tween the leghslative and ex-
eoutive irms off governrment
saying that is the only way lo
ensure the provision of ad-
cquate sociil infmstructuncs
10 the clectopmte.

He disnissed as errone-
ous the general beliel thin
only a confrontational legis-
lasure cun bring the needed
democratic dividend, noting
that forany meanimgfil devels
opment ta be achicved the

nchi bodd o far:
by the present administtiadion
would nothave been possible. |
The politicis, who said
b s il iy the PO, baviddedd
thie achicvenients of the pasty
in (e stnte particulurly in na-

—

Jegeslufure mmust be pocommo=
datiog, concesional, and rec-
oncilialory.

He told Daily Trans thay
the notion that eonfronta-
tional legisiature was what
signifies 3. frec leghslamure is
not only erroncous but also
the bane of development of
democracy in the country

The qpnnlu:r ﬁmhcr fe-
'\’\:l'ﬂ!d !‘u]

chn Hassan A. Karofi
Corneypundent (figawa) |
uud harmonious working re- |
lietinerdiip’ 1o exist both the
government and the legisk-
twe Imul respoot and under-
I.

| Qualitative Leadership and

support for the emengence of
apresident with a civilian and
not military background in
2007 saying that the military
miust oot be allowed to con-
tinue 1o monopolise power in
and out of uniform iF our de-
mOCTaY s to survive,

The Association
commended  President
Obasanjo for constituting the
National Dialogue Commit-
tee belicving that the exercise
will go along way in solving
some of the nation’s pressing

Good Governance also
commended  Governor
Adamu Alliero of Kebbi Stale
for his “excellent work in de-

Kabbtmemmamhy
Tulfilling their covenant with
the people., of the their re-
spective states

N-Wf"hn

{
|
i

clanuary

1CS

Presidency not
after Okorie, says
APGA faction
By Habeeb 1. Pindiga,
Political Reparter {Semate) |
Yhe Victor Umeh-led
faction of the All
Progressives Grand
Alliance (APGA) has dis-
puted clllrm by the pary's
national Chekwas
Okorie that the presidency
was behind the APGA crisis,

| saying the embattied chair-

| terday signed by the facti

organizing secretary, Inno-
cent Ekwu, said problems
started in the party when
Okorie started personalizing

the allegations of fraud
leveled mn:'u him, instcad
of engaging o
It said “Chiel wis
Okorie should be told in clear
Terms (o stop chasing shad-
ows, glossing over issues, |
double speaking and making |
unfounded wild allegations

ment and gross anti- my |
misoonduct leveled against |
him by the twelve members |
of the National Wo:king|
Committee (NWC),"

“The statement also deniced
cluims by Okorie that trouble
started in the party when i
decided 1o zone its 2007
presidential ticket to the
southenst.

Such claims, the stute-
ment said, were “media

and eheap politi-

| cul ploy 1o seek relevance,

noyance and greed have |
:llpedhim_

LG boss counsels PDP
stalwarts over census exercise

dl&ﬂlﬂlhllm‘!\umb
tor enstire stability,

This secording to him
should not be conmrued us
becoriting ruliber stamp bt
rather o manifestation of the
appreciation of each others
robe, sttessig that in the last
fw years this has puid well
for the people of the wale as
the cordinl relathoaship ekt
ing between both arms of
government has wanslprod
Into raphd developoent of the
state

The speaker disolosed
thut the state government had
always consulted them on any
policy 1o be taken which
shows that their roles as lege-
ilators has not been hijacked

s s being insimuated. A

— _..-

Ise chag Mimya
local. government
council area-in Niger

State, Mr. Denis Harde has
urped all Peoples Democratic
Pary (PDP) stalwarts in the
wouncil o enstrd the success
of the forthcoming natinml
CETNN CXercise

According to a press
stuternent signed by the sec-
retary of the Kakau Ward
chapter of the PDP, Mr
Zakariah Abashe, the local
povernment chaiman made
the call durmg as serics of
mectiog with poliricians in the
ares Lo enmure Uyt everyhody
in-the mren. takes part in the
exercise,

He discloxed that the
2003 population consus wis

of the past with  view fo
moving the nation forward
politically, socinlly and eco-

nomically. The Kakau wiard ©

PDP secretury wlso laded the
efforts of Mr Munya for per-
sonally sponsoring 15 pil-
grims to Jerusalen this year,
discloning that the kocal gov-
emment on its part has spon.
soed fifleen pilgrims while
the state govemiment spon-
soved over 35 pilgroms 1o haj)
this year,

The PDP scribe, who dis-
closed the local government
hairmian as & man of peace,
waid “since assnmption o of-
fice as local govermnment
chairmun of Munya, there has
never been any crisis becmise
of his open dow pull:y il

n:mqnqmdllmd\eump-rh-dm TR

He smid all segments of
the council aren are wiell tmken
care of in terms of distribu-
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wimdry lssues inclmding setting

registration documentation

ormm.
Insurance FC, one of the

‘country’s four continental cups
campaigners, NEPA of Lugos
wnd Crown FC of Osogbo

W @

Newl

CINEW

| he 2005 Nigerian

| . League slated to
commence February

12, will kick ofT as scheduled.

The Nigeria Football
Baard spok

The three clubs in their
respective registration fees, o
pre-condiiion for oblaining

the kick-olTofthe 2005 1Y PAtrick Andrew, Semion Sl 5o B ot ni oL
season, only twa | _W(ﬁmrﬂ} registration excroise.
premier and one pro-leag llected their rogi officials of the
teams  have  collected  forms sa fhr. Premier Leagise beams that have

begin the registration process
have boasted thai they would
clinch the coveted diadem

registration forms, cven as the  wake thiyseaon,
Nigeria Football League Board Chiel Oyiki Obaseki, the
et on  chairman of | FC

h;...

| On the prowl: REC Mois Nigerian striker Aliyu Dati Mohammed seews uresioppable s
MMMBM&WWDI#JWM‘WM&W

eague kick-off date sacrosanct’

| By Abdul-Rahman Aodu,
 Sports Reporter

sacrosanct.
me:m
wil

League 7
Aisha Falode told reporters
yesterday that the February

February 12 is sperosanet.
There  will be no
this time

12 league
dite remains unchanged and

wara United will be

staying in the Premier

at the end of

this weekend's playoffs,

according to coach Kadiri
Ikhana.

“With all due respect 10
Plateau United and Ebonyt
Angels, | have no doubts in
my mind that we shall remain
m the Premier

League,” Ikhana told Kick
_OIT from Akure. “At the
{moment we are in Akure
| preparing for the playoffs, but

I am confident that we will
+ not go down,™
| His optimism aside, Ikhana

around,” she stated.

Confident Ikhana
predicts victory

remains  wary of his

opponcats.

“Plateau  United and |
Ebonyi are very good and | |
am nol underestimating them. |
They have young, energetic
and ambitiows players and it
is going to be a difficult
weekend, but | am certain |
that we shall remain in the
premier league.”

Kwara are among four |
teams relegated from the
Premier Last season who
have been given a lifeline by
the NFA's expansion of the -
Jeague 1o 20 clubs.

—

She also cleared the air
about the Premier League

\ forthcoming

2005 SOCCER SEASON

hansted thiat the lub would not
only dethrone IJoiphhl of Port
Harcourt, lam year's double
champion, but would captute
the CAF Confederation Cup.
Obwseki suid Insusance have
already paid registered pliyers
60 percent sign-on fees, noting
that all hands were on deck 1o
enwure that the club wins all
trophics &t stake in the
weanon,  He
revealed that Insurance bave
yhm sidT they were made

he Nigeria Football
League (NFL) suy;

Three clubs pick registration forms

of in the senes of pre-season

warm-up matches and would

play another wirm-up match

against & Togolese club on
29

Shmitarly, Mike ldoko of NPA
FC has equally laid claim 1o the
prestigsous league title, stressing
that after camping for weeks at
kilometre 50, along Hadagry
Expressway, Lagos, und a1 a
church ground, be was confidem
the team, which struggled to
ncmluleﬂlm.mlllmnlhe

statute, which would be
pmenml w lh: NFA toduy

the new g
theopmliun ol'llwiuglu‘ll
ready for P

for ralif
wlmnl guidelines for the

The chairman of the NFL
Medin  and  Publicity
commitiee, Alsha Falode
disclosed yesterday after the
Interim Management
(& i dod its meeting

league on
interim hasis.

Falode said the initial effon
wpuld guide operations for
the season pending when the
elected body of the NFL
would make s more

| aimed st deliberating on

Sundry matters for the forth
Cl‘lﬂlllu scason.

The CAF media committee
waman further said that the

“The statute made by the
IMC is only for this season
It i an interin thing to guide
nctivities for now until a
more permanent statute is

“Teague this season.

ldoko revealed that ihe
former coach of Gabrok and
Lol Stars, Marres Cosrlman sned
Henry "Nwosu had  been
interviewed for the coaching
Job,

“Already we have placed 15
players on (he tmasfer market,
retained 16 from last season and
have added another 15 for the
tiask abend this season.

*We have also paid the
balance of 40 percent for last
seavon ‘s sign-on fees even as
the nlfowances and last season
remaing,” Idoko said.

The management of the Sea-
widers puid N10L000 for every
home win and away draw while
N20,000 was paid 1o cach
player for an away win.

New League statute ready—NFL

produced by the league board
1o be elected later.

She equally spid the
decision to pretend the new
siatute For ratification by the
NFA was 1o demonstrate the
NFL subordination 1o the
NFA,

“We cannot operate in 8
wacuurn and the NFA remains
the body cntrusted the
respondibility of running
foothall. We, therefore, want
to show that we are work fng
. unison not al ¢ross
purposes, even though we
enjoy @ measure
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PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRON MENT (F MENV)

play-offs, which has been || E | Impact A i) Kogi State Ministry of
slated for this weekend in | (EIA) Act No: 86 of 1992, which Eavironment, Lokoja,
hﬁh:ﬁm:lum ot ||| £ ERsssk MEdabony for eupGicnts Kogl
between January 28 and | zﬂm major development i) Lokoja Local
Januury 3: e _\:Itmw u.r?fonl ] :ilwu'nmem Area
of Wikki Tourssts of Bauchi, i of proposed projects, the Federal Kogi State
| Mighty Jets of Jos and | Ministry of Environment hereby i) Federal Ministry of
Adamawa United will play | o0s Q1) Eavi offi
their round robin W[ [ AUOSUDSE S HrCHy=om 4 vironment Office,
the Ahmadu Bello Stadium, | | working days Public Notice for Lokoja, Kogi State
Klg:l: S e information and comments on the iv)  FMENY Liaison Office,
will play bost 1o Group B | g maﬂmmﬂm by Games Village, Surulere,
comprising Kwara United, | gote Nigeria h Lagos.
Platean United and Eboyi | v} FMENV Office, Plot 444,
Angels. || Project Description/Location Aguiyi-Ironsi Street,
o 2‘:‘! Fistures: || The proposed project, located near Maitama, Abuja
wﬂmmm Oylr-lwa'\"lhg:: mI‘I m\:?!vr
Jets — Kaduna of DURATION OF DISPLAY
Kwara United versus Platean depoai: required for the Obajana Date: 12* January-10* February,
}J'"W r iﬂmm Cement Factory located about 9 2005
MTg:uﬁmv_mmmm kilometres from the quarry. Time: §:00am, - 4:00p.m
United — Kaduna ALL COMMENTS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE PERMANENT
Plateau United versus Ebonyi SECRETARY, FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT ON OR BE-
Angels — Benin FORE 10TH FEBRUARY, 2005,
Wikki” Tourtsts v

ourists  versus

SIGNED

Adamawa United -
Kwara United versus Ebonyi PERMANENT SECRETARY
Angels - Benin,

FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER. ;

of -
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Federer squares off against Agassi

oger Bedarer Faces his

first serious tost- of hix

ustrafian Open defence

wehen he locks hams with Andre

Apnssi i o mouth. watering
squarter-Tinal on Tuewday,

The world number one w s
hot favourite to win the
Rourmament and his nol dropped
a ningle set all week bt Agissi,
a four-times champion al
Melbourne Park, promises 1o
test him.

“I'm looking forward o the
challenge and the opportunity
ol playing Roger,” Agassi sald.

FHe's been playing the best
tennis in the world for a while
norw bl somebody his 1o beat
i soonet or luter, night? | hopo
it's Tuesday night.”

Agassi won his first three
matches agaunst Federer but the
| Swihes master has won the last

four, including an epic five-
setter in the semi-finals of Last
year's U8 Open and says he in
confident of making it five |

oW,

¥1 know | ean beat him. He's
ot iy good as he was when he
wask 4t the 1op of the ranking,
otherwise he would be there,”
Federer said

“Fortunately,-1'm thete. |
hink he has 1o mise his game,
[LURE

The bulld-up to Tdesday's
mtch has got everyone tlking
unid Andy Roddick, the woeld
tumber two, said he woulda't
mist it for the workd

"o as encited 85 the next
person,”™ Roddick said. *“1'msull
ahig tennis fan so I'm exclied 1o
wateh it that's for sure.”

Awwiting the winner is a scmi-
final against either Marai Safin
or Dominik Hrbaty, who meat
in the first of Tuesday's two
(men’s quarters. The pair have
met 12 tirmes for six wins apiccc

Hrbaty beat 2002 Australian
Open  champion  Thomas
Johansson to book his place in

the kanf eight while Safin won
three. tichroaks 1 beat Ofivier

Rochus in four sets.

Safln made the final last year
afier surviving a series of
grociling matches but was too
exhausted (0 mount any resl
| challenge o Federer so is trying
| 10 conserve his energy this time.
| “This week has been a little
it casier. I'm playing a little bir
smarter and 1'm just trying o
save my time on the coun,” the

hird seed Llgyton Hewiit

wan at his tenacious best

s be fought back 10 beat
Spanish feenager Rafhel Nadal 7-
5 36 16 7:6.6-2 in the Austra-
lan Open on Monduy sod reach
s first quarnier-final at his home
gerund sham.

Hewint hud been in deep
trouble when tricky lefi-hander
Nadal strung together ning
struight ganmes in n crucial period
10 5et Up & two-sets-10-one lend

Iespite saffering from a hip
Mexor muscle steain which fared
ot the end of the third sot, 23
year-old Howitt cliwed his way
back i force a tiehneak in the
Tourth set, which he won 7-3,

Both players scrambled modly
aroiyd the court before Nadal,
18, appeared 10 run out of g
from the stan of the fifth set as
he im turn sifVerod cramps o his
Tegs

Hewint racedd 04 3-0 kéned azid

Hewitt fight

Russian fourth seod said

“I's @ lohg Wamanicet snd
there is o peed 10 wasle the
energy on something thn you
don’t have 1w.”

A fascinating confrontation
looms in the women's quarter-
finals  with  Wimbledon
champion Maria Sharapova
miceting LS. Open champion
Svetlana Kumetsova in an all-
Ruisnian aifair

Wuniari women have won the
fnst three grand slam titles and
looked 10 be i with o greas
chance of completing 4 sweep
of the four majors when seven
made it through to the last 16,

But  Sharapova  and
Kieznotsova were the oaly two
i survive and the winner of their
match will be lefi ing the fag

Addmg spice to their meeting
i that the pair have never been
the closest of friends though
Kuznetsova was keen 1o hose
down ay talk of 4 rift.

“I think she's ull right. She's
& bit different, like each of us,
we areall differcat,” Kumetsona
il

"Nobody does nothing
ngabied v T don 't mind as long
s w deliend the colours of our
wointry,”

The winner okthe all- Russian
imatch will play either Serena
Willisms, the 2003 Ausiralian
Open winner, or French world
ninmber two Amelie Mauresio
afier they meel in Tuesday's
second wormen's guareer-final

Williams has won eight of ey
previous nine maiches with
Mauresmo bt says-she's
expecting a tough maich

“l actually really like playing
her. We've had some great
matches ang she .!rfmllrly
brings ;

“She hits some great shots
and plays some groat tennis. |
definiely think | bring out the
et in her as well.”

‘I’m still the best 2

has been nearly Four year
Vs Willkams won o
sl tournament by
the former world number one
has lost none of her confidence.

The 24-year-old American,
knocked oul of the Australian
Open 7-5 T in the fourth roumd
by Alicia Molik on Monday
still believes she i the be

Agassi tosddary

player in the world.

“1 can still play so there’s no
doubt about Ihahll." she told
reporiers. "1 would siy pla
are playing better, bu | wrm
definiely also say that when I'm
g:ny'm; well, | feel like 1'm the

st Today was not my best,
absolutely nol muy best.™

plated pulling out of the

"Il s up there for hlrmu [
fToapet everything aboul imy body
out there and just lough ir our
more than anyihing, refuse 10
give b again.” Hewnt said of his
Lates! fghtback

“It's amazing how many
matches I've been able 1w win
throughout my career by glving
o hundrod percent out there, that
never-say-die attitude. Yet ugiin
tucday, it gets me througl snotbicr
hig. match,” the lormer
Wimbledon and LS. Open
champion nald.

Howitt, who beat Nadal i the
third round last yesr, will play
o of two Argentmes in Hhe duag-
ter-finals — wixth sced Carlllermo
Coria or ninth seed David
Nolbeindion.

Hewint suffeted the hip
muncle peoblem oo he way o
winning the Sydney lnteria-
taonal and needed courtaide treat-

chivkod it onat om s hind match | ment af the epd of' 8 surprisingly

pusteid when the cxlisusiod Spa.

Topithed Whind set but never con-

battle with Nadal.

“Even i my leg would have
fallen off, | would have kepi
playing,” he said.

Iavis Cup hero Nadal also

necded treatment when he

Muuﬁrmlﬂn}mmﬁn-mimﬂﬂhwwwm

says Venus

slam sinece, reaching four
consecutive finals from 2002-03
but losing all of them to her
younger sister Screna.

Neither sibling has won &
grand slam for two years afler

ts back to down Spaniard Nadal ===

mhhﬂmwhmm'
trol afer winning he first sctand |
then hivaking for & 2-0 lead in |
the seciind.

But Nodal, playing in the
Tourth round of a grand slam
event for the first time, ued his

staned wulfenng i s i
ihe deciding se1, where he
dropped serve twice in the first
three games to hand Hewitt a 3-
0 Jead.

Rut he sl managed o give
Flewin o Tew nervous moments
In the fifth Hewlit double
faubicd om hiv first match poimt
and foot faulied on his second
before b finully clossd vt the
match sfter three hours and 53
minuses on Rod Laver Areos con-
e court.

“I am happy becaike he it
nmber three in the workd and |
phayed the same an him today,”
Mischal waicd, “17 ) play in this bevel
I can do important things this
yeur"

Hewitt expected & ibugh

whipriaig J an Highar
speed to wresl cnn!ml nul\-
from the 23-year-old Australian

He strung topether nine s
cessive games from 2-3 down in
the secomd set to take oul that
st and then a 5-0 lead in the
third

Fut Heswitt said he was deter-
mimed 1o siay in 8 foumsment
e said ranks along with Winb-
fedon as his two favourite
ey

Hewint first played in his
home cvent in 1997 s s | Soyear-
bl gueatifier and has played ev.
ery year since. “To got through,
vou know, deep in the second
woek, it'sa good focling.” Hewtt
suid. “But the job's not done
yet.™

emergence of & new crop of
pl;'_ms but Williams thinks it
is fust & matter of thne before
they return 1o the fop.

“1 go inito each match fecling
Bike that | should be able to win
each maich,” she said. “But the
bt part about tennis is that it's
not fust once every four yean
11l play next week ™

the Chpen Hile since Chris
O'Neilin 1978,

“ definitely didn't produce
my best'teninis today, that's for
wure s definitely n match |
definitely should have won,”
Willimms said.

“Ohbviously she's playing
betret but | just didn’t play that
well, 101 was playing five
percent betier, lhn maich is
oing 10 be mine”

Williams did not play a
warm-up lournament  hul
refused 1o blame ber luck of
match practice.

“This in definioty one of the

tougher tournaments o win *

because you don't have the
OppOTHENiLy et oul there and
play totes of matches,” she skl

“I feel like | had the best
preparation that | could have
given myself. 1 feel like I was
playing well, bul fonight | wan
Just o bdvand you can't afford
1o do that.”

Inspired |
Molik
upsets
Venus

untralian Alicia Molik
drew inspiration from
ompateiot Lleyion |
Hewitt to upset former world |
mumber one Venus Williams
7-5 7-6 and reach the Austra-
lian Open quarter-finals on
Monday.

The 10th seed sccured the |
biggest win of her cnl\::‘:
rench the last eight of'a
slam for the first e nd keep

alive her hopes of becoming
the first home women's cham- |
pion since Chiris 0'Neil in |
(]
Molik and Williams ml
ket waiting as Hewitt recov- |
ered from two sets 1o one
down to beat Spanish teen- |
ager Rafiel Nadal,

“I definitely drew inspin- |
tion from that, the way
Lieyton fought back,” she
told reporters
1 guess Lleyton’s been in
thist situation so many times
now, | had no doubt he was
going 1w get through, It was
a fantastic win. It was amiaz-
inge the way he came through |
that match,”

Ire front ol u packed crowd
at Rod Laver Arena, Molik
outslugged, out-thought and .I
outplayed the cighth-seeded |
Williams, breaking lue in the
first set and playing a superh
ticbreak (o seal victory, |

“1"'m extremely happy with |
the way | performed out there
today,” said Molik, who
plays top seed and world

. number one Lindsay Daven-.

port for a place in the semi-
finals.

“"More than reaching the
quarter-finals, T think it's a
huge fear that | beat Venus
and beat her the way that |
i, I beat her playing my ten- |
nis. |.didn’t wait for her to |
make mistakes. That's some- |
thing I can be prenty proud |
of®

Molik's viciory will move

et into the world"s top 19 for -
! the first time When - the

rankings are announced on |
Monduy, but the 23-year-old |
is mare concemed with beat-
ing Davenport, whom she |
hias ot taken & set offin three
maiches

*I haven't besten Lindsay
before, like | hado’t beaten
Venus before today.” she |
said.

1'% going to be o good
rrtedi-uigs, 101 e am song Tike
T was toduy, | feel like i T ere-
e n few chances then | feel |
fike | ean definitely pul my-

elff in a position o win

Every opportimity that |
hisel (against Venus) 1 really
made something of i, or tned
1o ke something of it | went
for my shots, stayed aggres-
sive. And things fell my way.
1 am not gotg to die wonder-
ing"
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Youlh Clllulpimuiip in
Benin.

Maoroceo
Angola -0 u.dg‘lm
Pleven Stadium while on the

minute and Farag
doubled the lead just five
" The other three goals of

minuie
Mdumuihlhl"ldlrlmhe

immmwmrm»-m#u

securing the
yptians who are
champions,
butantes Le-

o
out of the chtmpiomldp
which began with cight teams

in twe) groups.

confidence afler
their 4-1 bashing of
caotho,  Egypt's

conch Mohammed Radwan
sayy his boys are not afraid
of confronting any team
| incloding the Eagles a the
AYC finals.
| Radwan said at o posi-
match news conference on
Sunday in Cotonou that the
team had, however, achicved
one of its objectives by
qualifying for the FIFA U-20

\nother
tragedy
hits Benin

|
l

i

i
L
!
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“The boys will stay
together and we have leamt 2

Eagles cannot stop us

- Egyptian coach

workd Cup in Holland later in
the year.

e snid the sccond target
of retaining their title at the
championship would not be
threatened by either the
Flying Eagles or Benin

“We respect Nigeria anid
Benin but we are not affid
or trying 1o avoid them

Players hit 36 goals in first stage

s the nmmoﬂbo
“onpoing AYC was

luded on Sun-

|da'_r n Cotonou, 36 goals
{have so far been scored by

highest number of seven
goals cach, trailed by Cote
d'Ivoire and Angola with five
and four goals against them
lvspmlvtly

players at the competiti

The News Agency of
| Nigerta (NAN) reports that
|the stage ended with two
| matches in group B where
|two teams advanced to the
| semi-final stage billed to kick
off on Wednesday.

The Flying Eagles, along
with hosts Benin Republic,
Egypt and Morocco scored
the highest umber of seven
goals each in their group
matches, followed by Mali
| with four goals in its kitty,

Lesotho  and  Cote
|d"Ivoire which already
u:ra:hud out of the com-
|petmm netted three and two
| goals respectively, while the
|whipping boys Angols |
sgered just one goal from
| three matches.

However, Mali, Benin and
\Lesiotho conceded the

aptist College of
Abeokuts on

memded&manhh.

Eagles who showed their

stufl in the competition | during their semi-final clash
d ‘lllc ini of | on Wednesd:

“If we play against

1 Nigeria or Benin, you will see

a different approach because

Baptlst Coliege wins Shell Cup
Segun

at the Port H
Liberation stadium emenged
«hmnfﬂ:ﬂlel(}pl’u

Schools in

Inn n very interesting final
nmmmtmqobm&

Chiel Coach of St
Mulumbea, 3 formes Captain of
JIB Rocks Surikers of Jos fold
nigeriasports.com that his boys
Jost 10 the politics of the game.

The referee was harsh on
|y pliryers, issuing a red cand
| that was ot deserved ss early
ummymmmm:m
addngu:alm‘l‘mlgum
| bodd. 'We have boarnt from our
mistukes and we can only do
| better next yeae.”

coda player like Opaburern
playod at the et Workd Cup, andd
s 1 sk b0 you Bow we have a
conaphe of thern i Henan wieh the:
Flying Esgles and abso with the
wwkden Faglor.™

Mohamened wis
vurnd best defender of the
tourmament.

Bright Sils of St Mushanba
College in Jos was voted best

midficlder of the toumament, |
while N Musa of St Mulombe.
warsvoled Most Vahushle Plyer-

of the tournament.

we will move faster than we
did roday,” the tactician
boasted.

support o

Both feams ary expeciod
clash in the mnlmrnll
match in Cotonou,

Exuding confidence after
their 41 bashing of Lesotho,
Egypt's coach Mohammed
Radwan says his boys ane not
afraid of confroating asy team
inchding the Eagles ot the AYC
finals.

one of its objectives by
qualifying for the FIFA U-20
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to have hap
country in it's foothall history,
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