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Abdulraheem is Daily
Trust African ofthe year

By AbdulFattah Olajide

THE late Nigerian activ-
ist, scholar, newspaper col-
umnist, social campaigner
and exemplary Pan Afri-
canist Dr. Tajudeen Abdul-
raheem was last night
named as the Daily Trust
African ofthe Year for 2009.
The choice was announced
by the Advisory Board at a
special dinner and award

simultaneously humbling
and inspiring. He said
“even in death, Tajudeen
still speaks and is recog-
nised for his tremendous
contributions to the devel-
opment of the continent.
We are aware that the next
generation will not grow up
to see Tajudeen, therefore
we must work together to
create a better society such
that we could say to the next

ceremony at generation,
the Congress s w ; i i
Hall of the He said (_evenln this; is the
Transcorp death, Tajudeen Ten™ helped
Hilton i S
_ still speaksand  t0 build.

Hotel, Abuja, . . Dr. Salim,
which  was is recognised for = 2
:/tltem\l/evq by his tremendous  former prime

rs Winnie P i minister of
Madhkizela- contributions Tanzania and
Mandela and former Secre-

the Ghanaian Member
of Parliament Mrs Samia
Nkrumah, among other
prominent guests.

Taju, as he was popu-
larly known among his
very wide circle of pan-
Africanist friends and asso-
ciates, died on May25,2009
in a car crash in Nairobi,
*Kenya, where he was based.

Chairman of the Daily
Trust African of the Year
International ~ Advisory
Board Dr. Salim Ahmed
Salim, who announced the
selection and read the cita-
tion,- said the choice was

tary General ofthe Organi-
sation of African Unity
(OAU, now known as Afri-
can Union), also said the
overwhelming responses
and tributes which followed
theannouncementofTajus
death attest to the impact
he made on the lives ofall
Africans. He also described
the African ofthe Year as a
loving husband and father.
Tajus wife Mounira, a
Tunisian, and his two chil-
dren, Aisha-and Aida, were
present at last nights award
ceremony

Dr Tajudeen Abdulra-

Continued on page 5

THE late Pan-Africanist scholar Dr. Tajudeen Abdulraheem, Daily Trust African of the
Year 2009.

Al-Husseln Is runner-up

By Habeeb I. Pindiga

SUDANESE journalist Lubna Ahmed al-
Hussein, who was convicted and jailed for
dressing indecendy” by wearing trousers,
was declared last night as the runner-up ofthe
Daily Trust African ofthe Year.

Lubna was arrested in July last year along

with 12 other women by the Sudanese police in
a Khartoum restaurant for wearing trousers, and
was later charged with violating the public dress

code.

She was convicted and sent to prison in Sep-
tember after refusing to pay a fine ofabout $200,
saying she did not want to “give the verdict any
legitimacy.” The fine was paid by the Sudanese

Union ofJournalists to secure her release.
By this action, Lubna drew wide acclamation
from women groups especially in the West.
Reading the citation of the runner-up at the
Daily Trust African of the Year Award Dinner in
Abuja last night, one ofthe members ofthe award s
advisory board, South African Professor Tandeka
Continued on page 5
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los crisis contained -Army chief

smMahmud Lalo, Jos

IE Chiefof Army Staff (COAS)
eutenant General Abdurrah-
nminDambazau yesterday said the
mcrisis has been contained fol-
owing the deployment of troops
om other parts ofthe country to
die Plateau State capital.

Dambazau made the assertion
while briefing newsmen after a
tour of the affected areas.

The COAS who arrived-Jos at
about 11:00am was accompanied
by other top military officials
from the Defence Headquar-
ters and received by the General

Officer Commanding (GOC)
3rd Armoured Division Major
General Sale Maina at Marar-
raba Jama’a, said he was satisfied
with the level of deployment,
adding, “I believe very much that
we were able to contain the situ-
ation because we have also made
deployment in such a way that
there will be no spill over™.
Speaking on fake military/
police men alleged to be involved
in the crisis, the COAS said
about five people were arrested
for claiming to be police offic-
ers, stressing that only one was
able to produce an ID card to

Gov relaxes 24-hour curfew

show that he was a police con-
stable. Dambazua visited areas
like Dutse Uku (the spot where
the crisis started), Congo Russia,
Bukuru and other flash points. On
how long the troops would be on-
ground, he said, “It is a situation
where you cannot give specific
time, but subject to review from
time to time in consultation with
the state government”.
Dambazau said that the cause
of the, crisis could not be ascer-
tained, saying, “The best way to
find out is to investigate and |
think at this stage that we are now,
nobody can really come out to tell

you that this is exactly the cause”.

At the Air Force School, Old
Airport Road where over 5000
refugees are taking shelter, the
COAS said humanitarian serv-
ices such as provision of medical
services, potable water and other
necessary assistance to make their
life easy would be provided. Dur-
ing his visit to Governor Jonah
David Jang at his Du residence,
Dambazau said the purpose of
his visit to the state was not only
to assess the carnage but to also
ensure among other things that
the deployment of the troops
was sufficient. Dambazau who

appreciated the effort of the state
government also noted that part
of the reasons for visit was also
to find lasting solution to the Jos
crisis as well as assist victims of
the crisis where he directed the
GOC of 3rd armoured Divison
to deploy their medical team and
provide other necessary support
that would help the refugees.

In his remarks, Governor Jang
thanked the Federal Government
for the prompt action in sending
reinforcement to the state but
decried the recurrence ofcrisis in
Jos, saying time had come to end
the crises.

Uneasy calm as violence subsides

From Andrew Agbese & Mahmood Lalo, Jos

THE 24-hour curfew imposed on Jos and
Bukuru In Plateau State Tuesday has been
relaxed to between 5pm and 10 am, a state-
ment from the state Commissioner for
Information Gregory Yenlong said yester-
day. The statement said the governor took

the decision after consultations with the

state security council. Commercial motor-

cycles known as Okada have however been
barred from operating for now. Residents
have welcomed the relaxation of the cur-
few as they say the seven hours allowed for
movement would enable them run around
for essentials.

Adamawa women knock perpetrators

From Ibrahim Muhammad,
Yola

WOMEN in Adamawa
have condemned the Jos
crisis, attributing it to self-
ishness of individuals and

groups. The group added
that citizens should be
free to live in peace and
harmony irrespective of
religion or tribe. Speaking
with our correspondent in
Yola yesterday, the Coor-

dinator and spokesperson
of the women group Mrs
Akiliwa Griffith Kpakai
called on Jos residents not
to destroy the state under
the guise of political, tribal
or cultural differences.

From Andrew Agbese, Jos

VIOLENCE which led
to the imposition of a
24-hour curfew in Jos and
Bukuru seemed to have
calmed down by yesterday
afternoon as there was ces-
sation of hostilities in most
of the areas affected.

Our correspondent
learnt that though areas
like Bukuru and Kuru in
Jos South Local Govern-
ment and Bisichi in Bar-
kin Ladi woke to sounds
of gun shots, the tense sit-
uation had eased consid-
erably by around 2: 00pm

yesterday when sounds of
gun shots ceased in those
areas. There were reports
however that youths
mounted heavy road
blocks even yesterday in
far away local govern-
ments like Panskhin and
Riyom and demanded to
know the identities and
religions of passersby
before being allowed
to proceed. Areas like
Nasarawa Gwong, Rikos,
and Rukuba Road in Jos
North Local Government
where the crisis started
Sunday morning also
experienced relative calm

yesterday afternoon as
most residents were more
concerned about how to
survive the 24 hour curfew
than engaging in fresh acts
of violence.'

The mutual suspicion
between adherents of the
two major religions how-
ever continued as each
side seemed to be watch-
ing the moves of the other.
Residents in most parts of
Jos who could not engage
in any other activity were
seen outside their houses
assessing the situation and
analysing how best to deal
with it.

Winnie Mandela, Samia Nkrumah arrive for Trust Dialogue

WINNIE Mandela (right) and a representative of the South African Embassy in
Nigeria at the lounge of the Abuja airport.

WINNIE Mandela with the Managing Director of Media Trust Limited, Alhajilsiaq

MS Samia Nkrumah, Member of Ghanaian Parliament and daughter of Ghana's
first president shortly after her arrival in Nigeria yesterday.
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CHAtRMAN/CEO of Media Trust Limited MalamKabiru Yusuf presenting hiswel- FORMER Lagos State Deputy Governor Mrs Kofo Bucknor Akerele, former
come address atthe African of the Year 2009 award nightand dinner atthe Con- Affairs Minister Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, and Chairman of the Daily Trust A

ress Hall, Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja last night.
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LEGENDARY anti-apartheid fighter Mrs. Winnie Madikhizela-Mandela [right] with Ghanalar™P
Mrs. Samia Nkrumah (left), daughter of the Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, at last night's dinner.
They are both lined up as guest speakers at today's Trust Annual Dialogue.
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By AbdulFattah Olajide

PRESIDENT Umaru Yaradua is
being briefed on the on-going sec-
tarian crisis in Jos, the Plateau capi-
tal, Minister of State for Informa-

'Use restraint
In curbing Jos
violence'

By Boco Edet

HUMAIsPRights Watch has cau-
tioned security forces in Nigeria
to apply restraint and comply with
international standards on the use
offorce in responding to the latest
outbreak of inter-communal vio-
lence in Jos, Plateau state.

“This is not the first outbreak
of deadly violence in Jos, but
the government has shockingly
failed to hold anyone account-
able,” said Corinne Dufka, senior
West Africa researcher at Human
Rights Watch yesterday. “Enough
is enough. Nigeria's leaders need
to tackle the vicious cycle of vio-
lence bred by this impunity.”

The rights group said accord-
ing to credible reports from civil
society leaders, and national and
international media, the vio-
lence was carried out by sectar-
ian mobs armed with guns, bows
and arrows, and machetes. Rov-
ing gangs are reported to have
burned and looted houses, cars,
and shops, as well as several
churches and mosques. There
are also several credible reports
that the military and police used
excessive force in responding to
the violence.

Human Rights Watch called
on the Nigerian security forces to
abide by the UN Basic Principles
on the Use of Force and Firearms
by Law Enforcement Officials in
carrying out their duties.

It advised government to also
take concrete steps to end the
discriminatory policies that treat
certain groups as second-class
citizens and that lie at the root of
much ofthe inter-communal vio-
lence in Nigeria. Dufka said gov-
ernment policies that discrimi-
nate against “non-indigenes”
- people who cannot trace their
ancestry to those said to be the
original inhabitants of an area
- underlie many of these con-
flicts. Non-indigenes are openly
denied the right to compete for
government jobs and academic
scholarships. In Jos, members of
the largely Muslim Hausa ethnic
group are classified as non-indi-
genes though manj have resided
there for several generations.

Human Rights Watch has
called on the federal govern-
ment to pass legislation prohibit-
ing government discrimination
against non-indigenes in all mat-
ters that are not purely cultural or
related to traditional leadership
institutions.

“Nigeria needs to act now to
end discriminatory policies and
hold accountable those who com-
mit these terrible acts ofviolence,”
Dufka said.

tion and Communications Alhaji
Aliyu Bilbis said yesterday.

Bilbis gave the hint while
addressing State House Corre-
spondents in Abujaafteryesterday’s
Federal Executive Council (FEC)

meeting presided over by Vice
President Goodluck Jonathan. He
said that the president was aware of
all actions being taken by the vice
president to address the crisis.

The minister said FEC was dis-
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onJos crisis-FEC

turbed by the Jos crisis. “Do not for-
getthat the Vice President has been
actingon hisbehalfand I assure you
that whatever is happening here,
Mr President is being briefed. The
Council expresses its deep sympa-

thy to all those who lost their loved
ones and property in the crisis and
promises that government will do
all in its power to ensure that lives
and properties are protected,” he
added.

PHOTO: NAN

Jos: Senate rejects motion for state of emergency

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate yesterday rejected a
motion by some senators demand-
ing the declaration of state of emer-
gency on Plateau State following
sectarian crisis that has been rock-
ing the state capital since last Sunday.

Moving die motion, Senate

Majority Whip Mahmud Kanti
Bello suggested that Senate “Should
urge the acting Commander-In-
Chief, GoodluckJonathanto declare
state of emergency in Plateau State”,
saying Governor Jonah Jang has
failed to secure lives and properties
ofthe people.

When Senate President David

Jos: Security beefed up in Kano

By AbdulMutallib A. Abu-
bakar

SECURITY agencies in Kano
State have been placed on red
alert to forestall the spread of
the sectarian crisis that has been
rocking Jos, the Plateau State
capital, to Kano.

Governor Ibrahim Shekarau
made the remark yesterday while
speaking on Voice of America,

.Hausa Service. He urged reli-

gious leaders to pray for endur-
ing peace in the state.

The governor added that
measures were taken to prevent
the entrance of some victims
who may incite the people in
the state stressing that presently
apart of the accurate and bal-
anced reports by media houses
the inhabitance of the state are
not being misinformed by any
information that can disturbed
business.

Mark put the question majority of
senators voted against it. The Sen-
ate however resolved that the Pla-
teau State Government and other
relevant security agencies should
“Fish out the perpetrators and
sponsors ofthis latestact ofviolence
and bring them to book to serve as
deterrentto otherswithsimilar ten-

dencies.”

During the debate, senators
frowned at the non implementa-
tion of panels reports on previous
crisis in Plateau State adding that
thefailure to punish perpetrators of
the series of crisis that has engulfed
the state was the reason for its reoc-
currence.

'‘Gender disparity challenges ECOWAS'

By Akor Ojoma

W IDESPREAD gender dispari-
ties and inequalities character-
ized by the marginalization of
women and absence of ade-
quate opportunities for wom-
en’s participation in the devel-
opment process is one of the
major development challenges
ffacing the ECOWAS region, Dr
Adrienne Diop, commissioner
for Human development and

Anyim, 40 others urge N/Assembly to uphold

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar
&Nasidi A.Yahaya

FORMER Senate President, Anyim
Pius Anyim and 40 other eminent
Nigerians yesterday stormed the
National Assembly yesterdayto call
on the leadership ofthe Legislature
“to take concrete steps to uphold
the Constitution with due regard to
national stability and democracy”
While presenting a position
paper on behalf of the Group of
Concerned Nigerians, Senator

Anyim said Section 145 of the
Constitution “Grants a lot of dis-
cretionto the President to transmit
this notice to the National Assem-
bly. In addition the Section does
not contemplate a circumstance
where the President is not capable
oftransmitting such written decla-
ration for reasons of health, haste
or anyother circumstancesbeyond
his control.”

The group insisted that “every
effort should be made to effect the
amendment of necessa! v sections

of the Constitution in this regard
to forestall a reoccurrence in the
future.”

They said President Umaru
Musa Yar’ adua’s refusalto hand over
power to the Vice President Good-
luck Jonathan as enshrined in the
constitution was responsible for the
protestby some eminent Nigerians,
sayinguntil section 145provision is
abided the country may be thrown
into another round of copfusion.

In his reaction, Senate Presi-
dent David Mark said the National

gender of the ECOWAS com-
mission has said . The com-
missioner stated this yesterday
at the opening ceremony of
the National Gender training
workshop in Abuja. She said
the inequalities and disparities
existing in the region derive
essentially from the social,
economic and political injus-
tices that have been meted out
to women and girls over the
centuries.

constitution

Assembly remains on the part of
the Constitution saying “May |
assure you that this Senate and
indeed the National Assembly
will be guided by the Constitution.
Whatever we do we must not go
outside the Constitution.”

Also responding when the
group visited the House of Repre-
sentatives, Speaker Dimeji Bankole
said the people should obey the
judgment ofthe High Courtwhich
gave the VP power to act as presi-
dent.
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Abdulraheem is DailyTrust African oftheyear

Continued from page 1

Dr Tajudeen Abdulraheem
was born at Funtua, Katsina
State, Nigeria on January 6,1961.
The citation said “although he
was born in northern Nigeria,
his roots were from South West
Nigeria. He attended Government
Secondary School, Funtua and
then went to Bayero University,
Kano where he graduated with
a First Class degree in Political
Science. After youth service, Taju
bagged the prestigious Rhodes
Feflowship to Oxford University
where he graduated with a D.Phil.
He was the first Northern Nige-
rian to win this award.”

Dr. Salim said while Taju could
have gone from Oxford to work
in any country or company of his
choice, he instead returned to
Africa to help rebuild it. Among
the many inspiring things he did
were his appointment in 1992 as
General Secretary of the 7th Pan
African Congress Secretariat in
Kampala, Uganda. He organised

averysuccessful Congress in 1994
with delegates from 47 countries.
The congress was however
overshadowed by events in
Rwanda, so Taju went with a Pan
African Movement delegation to
Rwanda for a first hand assess-
ment of the situation. They were
ambushed near Kigali ana they
narrowly escaped unhurt.

After 1994, Taju remained in
Kampala'as Secretary General of
the Global Pan African Move-
ment. Salim said “he inspired an
entire generation of Africans and
Africanists. Taju was emphatic
that the Pan African effort must
be coordinated from the African
sail.”

Before his premature death
last year, Taju was Africa Deputy
Director of the United Nations
Millennium Campaign (UNMC),
from which position he kept a
vigil over continent-wide efforts
to attain the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals by 2015.

Salim also said “Taju spoke
the truth to those in power. He

boldlytook to task African leaders
who did not have the courage of
their convictions, including pub-
licly critiquing Ethiopian Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi for the
cumbersome and restrictive visa
regime in place at the seat of the
African Union.”

The African ofthe Year award
ceremony was supported by
United Bank for Africa (UBA),
which donated $50,000 as cash
prize to the winner. The bank’s
Regional Director, Abuja Mr.
Dan Okeke said UBA sets aside
one percent of its annual profits
before tax for a Foundation that
is spent in many social projects
such as education and health. He
said UBA is Africa’s global bank
because it already has branches
in 17 African countries, the most
recentonejust opened in Zambia.
Many more will soon be opened
in other African countries, he
said.

Among dignitaries at last
night’s event were former Lagos
State Deputy Governor Mrs

...Al-Hussein Is runner-up

Continued from page 1

Nkiwane, said Lubna could have
chosen the easy path of pleading
guilty and paying the fine, or even
using her immunity as a UN staff
to Svoid trial.

But she chose to challenge the
interpretation and enforcement
of the law in name of the Suda-
nese women who do not have the
privilege, Nkiwane added.

Because of this, the award
committee said, Lubna suc-
ceeded in making the Sudanese
police “more aware ofthe need to
interpret the law in a reasonable
manner and not to enforce itin a

manner that amounts to harass-
ment of and extortion from all
the ordinary Sudanese women
who risk arrestunder it every day.”

Widowed Lubna, whois in her
30s, is author ofaweekly newspa-
per column ‘Men Talk’, and was a
press officer ofthe United Nations
mission in the Sudan.

She was arrested while “wear-
ing loose, dark green trousers,
a thigh length blouse and a pat-
terned hijab...in the Kawkab
Elsharq Flail, where she was
watching an Egyptian singer and
having a drink as she made a res-
ervation for her cousin’s wedding
party, and while she waited she

watched an Egyptian singer and
sipped a coke.”

Lubna, the award committee
said, “decided to plead not guilty,
ask for a lawyer, go to court and
risk the 40 lashes so as to argue
for the elimination of Article 152.”

Speaking on her ordeal, Lubna
told the British newspaper Tel-
egraph: “The acts of this (Al-
Bashir) regime have no connec-
tion with the real Islam, which
would not allow the hitting of
women for the clothes they are
wearing and in fact would punish
anyone who slanders a woman.

“These laws were made by
this current regime which uses it

Kofoworola Akerele-Bucknor,
Hajia Najaatu Mohamed, Pro-
fessor Bolaji Akinyemi, House
of Representatives member Mrs
Abike Dabiri-Erewa, Vice Chan-
cellor of Bayero University, Kano
Professor Attahiru Jega, Nigeria
Labour Congress deputy presi-
dent Comrade Issa Aremu, the
South African High Commis-
sioner and the Chadian Ambas-
sador, wife of the former Kaduna
State deputy governor Mrs. Char-
ity Shekari, and the prominent
Kebbi politician Alhaji Maieka
Bello Mohamed.

Also present at last night’s
award ceremony and dinner
were other members of the Advi-
sory Board, including Profes-
sor Tandeka Nkiwane of South
Africa, Ms L. Muthoni Wanyeki of
Kenya, Professor Kwame Karikari
of Ghana, Professor Abdoulaye
Bathily of Senegal, Dr. Obadiah
Mailafia of Nigeria, aswell as Pro-
fessor Okello Oculli, described as
“once a Ugandan, now more a
Nigerian.”

to humiliate the people and espe-
cially women. These tyrants are
here to distort the real image of
Islam.

“Flogging is a terrible thing
- very painful and a humiliation
for the victim. But | am not afraid
of being flogged. I will not back
down.

I want to stand up for the
rights ofwomen, and now the eyes
ofthe world are on this case | have
a chance to draw attention to’ the
plight of women in Sudan.

“I hope the situation ofwomen
improves in Sudan. Whatever
happens I will continue to fight
for women'’s rights.”

Trust Dialogue
holds today

By Sunday Williams

THE 7th Annual Trust Dialogue
which is expected to be chaired by
former president Olusegun Oba-
sanjo holds today at the Congress
Hall, Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja.
This year’s dialogue with the theme
‘The African Woman and Politics,,
focuses on the participation and
contribution ofwomen in the effort
to improve good governance in the
continent.

Nigeria’s First Lady, Hajiya Turai
Yaradua and former Chairperson
of the National Council of Women
Societies, Hajiya Laila Dogonyaro,
will be the Special Guest and Guest
of Honour respectively at the occa-
sion. Legendary South African
anti-apartheid fighter, Mrs. Winnie
Madhikizela Mandela and daughter
of the first President of Ghana Dr.
Kwame Nkrumah who is a Member
of the Ghanaian Parliament, Mrs.
Samia Nkrumah are among the
guest speakers at the dialogue.

Other Guest speakers include,
Hajiya Naja'atu Mohammed, the first
female president of ABU Students
Union and political activist and Mrs
Kofo Bucknor-Akerele, former Dep-
uty Governor, Lagos state and PDP
stalwart. The event is also expected
to have in attendance top politicians,
public office holders and captains of
industry from across the continent.
The Trust Dialogue began six years
ago where participants brainstorm
on key national and global issues.
In the course of the past six years,
several prominent speakers have
attended the Annual Trust Dia-
logues.

'African of the Year

Award is for achievers'

t
By Misbahu Bashir

CHAIRMAN of Media Trust Lim-
ited Malam Kabiru A. Yusufsaidyes-
terday that Daily Trust African ofthe
Year Award which began last year is
targeted only at Africans who have
achieved great feats in their respec-
tive endeavours.

“This is the second edition of
the award aimed at celebrating
the life of ordinary Africans, who
have done extra-ordinary things”,
Yusufsaid.

The Media Trust boss paid glow-
ing tribute to the late Secretary of
the Daily Trust African of the Year
Advisory Committee Dr. Tajudeen
Abdulraheem who was selected
post-humously as the Daily Trust
African of the Year.

He noted that Dr. Abdulraheem’s
death within the first year of the pro-
gramme, “ deeply affected all his col-
leagues.”

He said the committee had ear-
lier decided that from this year there
would be only one Daily Trust Afri-
can of the Year awardee. However,
he said a citation of one runner-up,
who came closest to clinching the
award, would also be read by one
of the committee members. He said
“the award is a home-grown prize,
in which the nomination, the selec-
tion and the award, are all done here
in Africa.”

Like last year, he added, the
United Bank for Africa Pic (UBA)
is partnering with Daily Trust by
offering the prize money of 50,000
US Dollars.
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Security agencies still compiling
reports - IGP

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

INSPECTOR General of Police
Ogbonna Onovo said in Jos yes-
terday that the police and other
security operatives were still com-
piling the reports ofthe Jos crisis to
ascertain its remote and immedi-

ate causes. Mr Onovo told news-
men at the Jos Airport, “The crisis
has done intensive damaige to both
human and material resources.
Several people were killed and
several property were lost”.

He said the crisis started at the
impoverished areas of Nassarawa

Implement my report - Ajibola

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

FORMER Minister of Justice
Prince Bola Ajibola and chairman
of the commission inquiry into
the 2008 crisis in Jos has called on
the Plateau State government to
implement his recommendations
for a lasting solution to the reli-
gious restiveness in Jos.

He made the call in Minna
yesterday while on a condolence

visit to former military head of
state, General Ibrahim Bada-
masi Babangida on the death of
his wife. Prince Ajibola said the
major problems leading to reli-
gious unrest in Plateau State had
been identified in the recommen-
dations based on the fact finding
reports by the commission he
chaired, adding that if they were
put into action, the place would
be rid ofcrises.

Nasarawa on the alert

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE Nasarawa State government
is on the alert cautioning against
utterances and actions that might
provoke a spill-over of the violent
crisis in Jos.

The government which con-
demned the crisis yesterday after
a meeting of the Committee on
Inter-Religious and Community
Relations has called on religious
leaders and groups in the state to
sustain constant dialogue to prevent
any spread to the state. A communi-
que issued at the end ofthe meeting

by the chairman of the committee
and Emir of Lafia Alhaji Mustapha
Agwai andthe state chairman ofthe
Christian Association of Nigeria
(CAN) Bishop Mathew Ishaya
Audu said the government was
concerned about the crisis, calling
itan “unwelcome development”.

The communique called for
the need to ensure sustainable
peace, harmony and understand-
ing in Nasarawa State, adding that
the committee was grateful to God
for the prevailing peaceful co-
existence among the people of the
state.

Kaduna assures of security

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Kaduna State government has
urged people ofthe state to go about
their normal activities without fear.
A statement by the state Commis-
sioner of Information Alhaji Saidu
Adamu assured that the state gov-
ernmentwas fully prepared to pro-
tect the lives and property of all
citizens.

“Government is monitoring-
events in Jos and the movement of

people with a viewto taking appro-
priate measures. Operation Yaki is
on high alert to keep the peace and
maintain law and order in the state.
We should shun rumour monger-
ing and go about our normal busi-
nesses,” he said.

While railing on the people of
the state to report any suspicious
person to security agents for their
promptresponse, the commissioner
stressed thatcrisis hinders develop-
ment ofthe society.

Katsina Emir condemns killings

From Aliyu Machika, Katsina

THE Emir ofKatsina Alhaji Abdul-
munin Kabir Usman has con-
demned the recent Jos crisis, call-
ingon governmentto interveneand
ensurethat the culpritsarebrought
to book. Responding to the call
made by the Secretary of the Sul*
tan Committee on Farmers/ Cattle
Rearers Conflict Resolution Alhaji
Saleh Bayari for the emirs quids
intervention, Alhaji Kabir Usman
said the recent crisis was due to the

factthe perpetratorshad neverbeen
made to face the law. “Last time we
intervened to ensure that the crisis
did repeat itselfand thatall the cul-
pritsweretobebroughtto book. But
that was not really achieved. This
time again, | have intervened and |
have called on those in authority to
ensure that the crises in Jos become
athingofthe past and fully brought
under control without any waste of
time”, he said. The emir condoled
families of those who died in the
crisis.

Gwong, Buchit and Bukuru.
Onovo commended the Plateau
State government for initiat-

-ing dialogue and reconciliation

between religious and community
leaders.

He advised Jos residents to
embrace peace, adding that vio-

lence does not solve problems.

He said security agentshad been
deployed to every part of the state.
Onovo’s comments came two days
after the Plateau State Police Com-
missioner Gregory Anyanting told
newsmen that from the report they
received, Muslim youths without

Crisis beyond dialogue,
reconciliation - Dahiru Bauchi

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

RENOWNED Islamic scholar
Sheikh Dahiru Usman Bauchi has
said thatdialogue and reconciliation
would not solve the crises in Jos.
Sheikh Dahiru told our cor-
respondent on telephone yester-
day that the Federal Government
should intervene and remove the
state government and declare a
state of emergency before knowing
the next ofaction to end the crisis.

DahiruBauchisaid the Plateaugov-
ernment was denying citizens their
fundamental right to live as human
beings and Muslims.

He advised the Federal Govern-
ment to cancel the state and return
its parts to where they belonged for
the unityand stabilityofthe country.

The scholar said inthe past, they
used dialogue as emirs, religious
leaders, traditional and commu-
nity leaders intervened to solve the
problembutall theirefforts failed as

provocation attempted to bum the
Saint Michaels Catholic Church, a
statement which the Muslim com-
munity debunked, saying the cri-
sis started when one Alhaji Kabiru
tried to rebuild hishouse which was
burnt during the November 2008
crisis in the state.

the crises did not stop. “The best
option is for the Federal Govern-
ment to cancel the state and return
itto Bauchi, Kaduna and Nasarawa
States where it was before the crea-
tion”, he said.

Dahiru Bauchi said the crises
kept re-occurring and its spread
was a clear indication that there
was no good governmentin Plateau
State and for that Federal Govern-
ment must intervene to save the
situation.

Jang consults monarchs, religious leaders

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE Plateau State government is
consulting with traditional rulers,
community and religious leaders
and council chairmen to find a last-
ing solution to the crisis in Jos.
Special Adviser to Plateau State
Governor on Media and Public
Affairs Mr Dan Manjang said this
in an interview with newsmen in
Jos yesterday. He said government
was worriedabout the incidentand
was consultingwiththe leaders with
a viewto addressing the situation.
Manjang said the state Com-

missioner for Local Government
Affairshad also held a meetingwith
the 17 local government chairmen
and directed them to ensure secu-
rity of lives and property in their
respective areas.

He denied reports that there
was a fresh crisis in Pankshin Local
Government Area ofthe state, add-
ing that the council chairmen were
directedto gobacktotheir domains
and report any security, breach.
Manjang said the Federal Govern-
menthaddeployedtroopscompris-
ingmobile policemenandthe Army
to quell the crisis.

There were however reports
from Pankshin Local Government
Areathatthe crisis spilled to that area.
Residents of the area told newsmen

on phone that many people were
killedand houseswereburnt Alhaji

Muhammadu Salisu and Mallam
Danjuma Goje, community leaders
in Pankshin, told our correspond-
ent that the mayhem started Tuesday
night when youth stormed the town
and startedbeatingpeople and setting
their houses and places of worships
ablaze. They said the rioters burnt
many houses and therewere no secu-
rityoperativestorestorelawandorder.
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Taju's college still waxing strong

By Ismail Mudashir who was in Funtua

MONTHS after the demise of
late Pan African, Dr. Tajudeen
Abdulraheem, his school, Hauwa
Memorial College (HCM) which
he acquired in year 2000 to pro-
vide qualitative education to the
people ofthe rural community of
Funtua, Katsina state, is growing
by day.

“I established this college not
as commercial venture whose
only motivation is profit max-
imisation, it is a gift to the com-
munity in which | was born and
raised. Itis my way of giving back
something so that other children
W/l have a chance to dream and
bring their dreams to fruition
justlike 1 did in the same Funtua,”
late Dr. Abdulraheem said this,
according to the principal of the
college, Alhaji Abubakar Garba
when he acquired the college.

The enrolment of the college
has skyrocketed from 39 in year
2000 to 211 now. The school has
JSS 1to SSS 3. From inception of
the college to date, over 2000 stu-
dents have graduated and a large
number ofthem are doing well in
various tertiary institutions across
the country. The school has 14
teaching staff and 4 nonteaching
staff.

The principal reiterated the
commitment ofthe school to help
in fast tracking the development
of Funtua community by helping
students to learn through excel-
lentteaching in class and full extra
moral activities to make them
well-rounded students.

He said the proprietor before
his death acquired 40 plots of
lands for the proposed permanent
site of the college along Funtua-
Sokoto road. He added that Dr.
Abdulraheem during his last visit
in May last year directed them to
start the foundation for the fenc-
ing of the site in preparation for
the main work.

He said the major challenge
facing the college is moving from
temporary site in Tudun wada to
the proposed permanent site. °
We have been directed to move
to our proposed permanent site,
by the state ministry ofeducation,
here is a temporary one”.

He said in obedient to the
proprietors directive, the school
fees remain 5,000 naira, making
it the cheapest among all private
schools in the entire Funtua
local government stressing that
the money was just for running
ofthe school not for profit.

Commenting on the school,
the District Head of Funtua,
Alhaji Sambo Idris Sambo said
the contributions of the school to
the development of education in
the community cannot be meas-
ured and described itas one ofthe
best in his domain.

“Hawwa Memorial College ,
established by late Dr. Tajudeen
is serving the community very
well. It will interest you to know
that the college is one of the best
private schools in this place. The
college is receiving patronage
from all because of its standard.
It recorded the best results in last
WAEC and NECO,” he said.

Attesting to the efficacy of the
crusade against moral decadence

embarked upon by the college,
the traditional ruler said, " as
preached by the late owner of the
school, the teachers of the college
are instilling discipline and good
morals in our children. I visit the
school regularly to encourage
both teachers and students of the
college.

“It is progressing, because |
learnt that they have acquired
a permanent site. | hope it will
go beyond secondary school.
Because of hisimmeasurable con-
tributions especially in the provi-
sion of education to our people,
the community is working to see
that all what he left behind are not
dead. Wewill not allow the college
to die. I know it will continue to
expand because of the goodwill
Dr Tajudeen left behind,” he said.

The Sarkin Maskan Katsina
said the community is missing
the advisory role of the late Dr.
Tajudeen. Adding that, ° we used
to sit down here to advise us on
issues.. We are really benefiting
from all what he left behind espe-
cially the college,”

Country coordinator of Pan
African Development Educa-
tion Advocacy Programme
(PADEAP) - Nigeria, Alhaji
Shuaibu Shehu who is a family
friend of the Abdulraheems said
death has aborted the plans by
late Dr Abdulraheem of giving
the community the best school.

“He had completed plans
to start the foundation of the
permanent site of the college.
The college plan, design and all
other necessary things were on
top gear before his demised. He
bought block-making machine ih
Kaduna , in fact we have started
moulding blocks before the news
of his death came to us. His love
for education was unequal, he
had value for education, hence
his quest to assist the people of
his community to get qualitative
education,” Shehu said.

He urged his friend and asso-
ciates not to allow the dream of
late Dr. Abdul Raheem to die by
contributing to the building of
the permanent site of his school.
According to him, the chair-
man of the Funtua local govern-
ment area in recognition of the
deceased contributions to the area
has immortalised him by naming
astreet and one secondary school
after him.

“My major fear is about late
Dr. AbdulRaheem’s scholarship
scheme because we don’t have
money to pay for the registration
fees of the beneficiaries. They
are about 20 in various tertiary
institutions in across the coun-
try while some are in his college.
He conceived the scheme to help
train students who are from less
privileged homes to pursue their
education without hitch,” he said.

The head boy of his college,
Praise Edeh said the late Dr.
Tajudeen Abdul Raheem taught
them to be patriotic. ° | don’t pay
school fees because; | am one of
the beneficiaries of his scholar-
ship scheme. He was a father, a
role model and that is why most
of us in the school are aspiring to
become Human Right Activist
and social crusader like him.

“We are praying to God to give

us another Taju, we need people
like him for the country to move
forward in all sphere especially
education which is the catalyst for
social transformation., he was a
detribalised person. I'm from
Enugu state and benefiting from
his scholarship. We will continue

to pray for him and his family,” he
said.

A parent, Mohammed Nasir
ofBakori local governmentarea of
the state said he enrolled his two
children to the school because of
the standard of the school.

“Daily my children come as far

from Bakori to Funtua because |
want the best education for them
and Hauwa college is giving

.them, this is why | don’t mind the

amount | spend daily on trans-
portation and the school fees is
affordable unlike other private
schools,” he said.
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Anambra; INEC chiefblows hot

tions and you also know that | came from the private sector
for the elections.
By Abbas Jimoh
AHEAD of the February 6 governorship election in
Anambra State, the Resident Electoral Commissioner
(REC) for the state, Mr Josiah Uwazauranye, yesterday

declared that he will not be intimidated by any of the

pendent National Electoral Commission (INEC) head
"T Sd

v L AC.

y AMhyA and the security operatives are in place

"Ifyou play according to .he rules of .he Elec- and we also prayed (ha God will .ouch the minds of .he

won”tin.o.rouUeatall. 1am used .o elec-

stakeholders , including the parties and their candidates

FORMER military presidentM neral Ibrahim IJabangidawlthstudentsand pupils of Pace Setters College, Abuja, after
paying him acondolence visitin Minna, Niger State, yesterday

Kangiwa brothers challenge critics

By Shehu Abubakar

RETIRED Immigration Comptroller Hassan Kangiwa and
retired Customs Comptroller Hussain Kangiwahave challenged
critics to show evidence to substantiate allegations of abuse ot
office and political deceit recently leveled againstthem by tace-

kStoalSfm ~tjointly signed by the Kangiwa brothers, they

challenged the critics to make pubUc their evidence or shut-
»

UPThey dismissed all the allegations made against them in

Korea says
NO Security
threats In

Nigeria

THE government of the
Democratic Peoples Repub-
lic of Korea said there is no
need for big concern over
security threats in Nigeria.

The Charge d’ Affairsofits
Embassy i» Nigeria, Mr Han
Man Hyoktold the Minister
ofPolice Affairs, Dr Ibrahim
Yakubu Lame that his coun-
try considers Nigeria safe by
all standards.

Mr. Hyokvisited the Min-
istry in Abuja recently. He
said Nigeriaisan important
partner to Korea and a key
player in the international
politics, going by its roles in
global peace - keeping oper-
ations and its recent election
asanon-permanentmember
of the United Nations Secu-

rity Council. He said he was
in the Ministry to seek areas
of collaboration between his
country and Nigeria.

He described the security
concerns about the country
globally as a gross misrep-
resentation of ffie situation
and said the successful host-
ing of the Under-17 World
Cup competition by Nigeria
recentlywas a dear evidence
of the positive security situa-
tioninthe country.

The Minister said govern-
ment, has embarked on reha-
bilitation of all infrastruc-
tures of the Nigeria Police
Force including trainingand
retraining ofthe officers and
men of the force. These, he
said, are aimed at restoring
the confidence andboost the
morale ofthe Force.

newspapers by one Lawal Ibrahim Kangiwa as baseless mis-
chievous and misplaced which was why the writer could not
disclose his true identity. “We know as a fact that no person
goesby the name Lawal Ibrahim in the whole of Kangiwa town

where we were bom and brought up and with which we have
been in close contact in our entire lives.’

The brothersalso pointed outthat Hussain had neverbeen
involvedinactivepoliticsatwhatever levelbecausealargerpart
ofhis adult years were spent as an officer in the Nigerian Cus-
toms Service until his retirement from the service a fewweeks
ago.

cand.da.es.

Fuel scarcity:
NNPC may use
private jetties
— Barkindo

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Nigerian National
Petroleum  Corporation
is considering a proposal
to diversify its discharg-
ing and loading points of
imported petroleum prod-
ucts to other coastal regions
in the country.

The group Managing
Director of the NNPC, Dr
Mohammed S. Barkindo
disclosed this yesterday at
the inaugural meeting ofthe
new executives of National
Union of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (NUPENG)
NNPC branch.

Barkindo said
management has already
gone ahead to identify
some of these private
jetties to lease them for
the purpose of diversi-
fying areas of discharge
of petroleum and also

the

points to minimise the
challenges we are facing
in Apapa, Lagos.”

" According to him the Jet-
ties in Lagos are highly con-
gested and fraught with all
other environmental risks
which are hampering evac-
uation of products from the
jetties.

The GMD however said
the Corporation was con-
cerned with other chal-
lenges associated with
using private jetties such
as products diversion and
stealing.

Barkindo implored the
Union to assist the man-
agement in monitoring the
products at these* jetties
saying that the corporation
lack the capacity to police
the products that are being
discharged or loaded, add-
ing they should report any
suspicious fraudulent activ-

spreading our leading ities”

lwu briefs foreign observers on
Anambra election

By Abbas Jimoh

CHAIRMAN ofthe Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC), Prof. Maurice lwu, yesterday briefed for-
eign observerswho are in Nigeria to monitor the Anambra
governorship election scheduled for February 6, assuring
them of the preparedness of the commission to conduct a

AHe oldthe dbservers led by the Chairman ofthe
ian Electoral Commission (GEC), Di' Alfan Cyan, thatthe

U.S urges FG to ensure justice
in Jos violence

By Aisha Umar

UNITED States of America has urged the Government of
Nigeria to bring to justice, in accordance with Nigerian
laws and international standards of due process, all those
persons responsible for acts of violence in Jos.

A statement by the U.S. embassy stated that, We con-
demn mob violence in the strongest possible terms, and take
this opportunity to ur?e all parties to support efforts to pro-
mote inter-communal and interfaith harmony and peaceful

co-existence in Jos and the restofNigeria.

emergence of the 2006 Electoral Act and further changes
are in the pipeline to create a better democratic culture in

th<"After the 2007 general elections the commission had
done a lot of stock taking and areas where we needed to
make changes we had to as some of the structure when
compared to Britain and America ours was better. Among
the 57 political parties presently registered there isno sing e
ideological difference, the only thing they have in common
is one form of quarrel or the other which end up splitting
them so there is need to continue nurturing them, Iwu
said.
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Yar'adua: Ajibola calls for
national dialogue

From Ayegba Israel Ebije,Minna

THE present political situation
caused by the absence of President
Umaru Yaradua calls for dialogue
and not demonstrations, former
Minister of Justice Prince Bola
Ajibola has said.

He has also called for an Acting
President as the right move to cool
the heated political atmosphere.

“‘Speaking with newsmen in
Minna yesterday after commiser-

lv_

ating with former military Presi-
dent Ibrahim Babangida over the
death of his wife, Maryam, he said
the situation requires an urgent
national dialogue.

He identified former presi-
dents, Heads of State and tradi-
tional rulers as stakeholders who
should converge to find a lasting
solution to the continuous absence
of the president which he said had
caused a constitutional crisis. “I
am of the opinion that we need

a national dialogue in which all
stakeholders like the former presi-
dents, Heads of State, traditional
rulers, National Assembly mem-
bers and other opinion leaders will
sit together and think of the way
forward immediately. The time is
NOW. \

We must do something as fast
as possible”, he said.

Ajibola said many Nigerians
living or dead, had struggled to
keep the country together as one

over 50 years, dismissing pos-
sibilities of a military takeover as
an option. He said stakeholders
should pool experiences together
with the aim ofending the logjam.
“We have worked so hard
and labour to keep this nation for
almost 50 years, we should not let
things slide into abysmal chaos or
serious problem.
Ifwe fail to act now, if we fail
to do something now, we may slip
into abyss of hopelessness and

FROM left: The Olufor of Ifon, Oba Adegoke Adeusi, the Olute of Ute, Oba Adetunjj Akihrogbe and Ondo State Gove7nor Oluse-
gun Mimiko at the palace ofthe Olufon during the mass decamping of over 2000 former Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) mem-
bersto Labour Party (LP) in Ifon, Ose Local Government Area of Ondo State, yesterday.

Lagos faults WHO on spread of swine-flu

From Femi Akinola, Lagos

THE Lagos State government has
blamed the inability to combat the
spread of Swine-flu in the country
on the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO?’s) failure to supply the
needed vaccines to treat infected
people as the state has lost one
person to the flu.

The Commissioner for Health
Dr. Jide Idris who spoke at a news
conference in Lagos where he
gave details of the patient who
died on January 5th noted that
vaccine for the disease was not

available in the country and that
the World Health Organisation
had earlier promised to supply it
to curtail the spread ofthe disease
in Nigeria.

Following the death of the
female patient, a total of 52 sam-
ples ofswabs from those who had
close contact with the deceased
were taken to the laboratory.
Results for 46 are out among
which eight are positive.

Dr. Idris said when the
woman was diaghosed, she had
pneumonia, fever, headache,
cough, shortness of breath and

...Advises public on

From Nahimah Ajikanle, Lagos

LAGOS State Governor Baba-
tunde Fashola has advised the
general public to adhere to the
recommendations in the cam-

paign against swine flu to check
the disease.

Fashola who spoke to jour-
nalists in Lagos yesterday said
the state was adopting preven-
tive measures to the spread.

respiratory distress.

“The patient was treated with
various antibiotics but did not
respond to treatment,” he said.

He said samples frcyn the
patient were immediately col-
lected and taken to the designated
virology laboratory in Lagos early
January 5, adding that the woman
who was kept in a health facility
custody died at about 10:20 pm
on that day.

He urged membersofthe pub-
lic not to entertain fears on the
death of the 38 year old patient,
noting that investigations on the

woman revealed that she had trav-
elled to the United States about
three months before she devel-
oped arespiratory tract infection.

Idris noted that the death of
the woman had made it manda-
tory for the Ministry of Health to
target those returning to the state
from abroad to determine their
swine-flu status.

He said the disease is rampant
in cold countries, and that Nige-
rians who travel to such countries
need to be monitored effectively
as soon as they return home.

control measures

According to him, out of the
52 people screened for the dis-
ease, eight people tested positive
and a public awareness pro-
gramme was being embarked
upon to sensitise people on

personal hygiene.

Fashola said the Commis-
sioner for Health Jide Idris had
instructed medical officers in
the state to ensure treatment of
those who tested positive.

destruction” he said.

“There is need forus to have an
acting president thatwill be able to
hold fort. Things are deteriorat-
ing and we have to do something
aboutit.

The situation is becoming
serious. You have seen the case
of Farouk Mutallab, you can see
what is happening around us and
we have seen our inability to take
action on so many matters because
thereis no one incharge” he added.

Protests In
Benin over
soldiers’

withdrawal

From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

THERE was tension in Benin
City, the Edo State capital, Tues-
day as civil society groups, stu-
dents and traders took to the
streets to protest the withdrawal
of soldiers from the joint police
and military security outfit,
“Operation Thunderstorm” as
they alleged that their removal
was to facilitate importation of
arms and ammunition into Etsako
Central Local Government coun-
cil by politicians.

A re-run election ordered
into the stat® House of Assembly
by the Court of Appeal is slated
for next Saturday in Etsako. Led
by the state chapter of the Nige-
rian Labour Congress (NLC) and
Trade Union Congress (TUC)
the protesters in their thousands
which also included members of
the Road Transport Employers
Association of Nigeria (RTEAN)
were in Government House, state
House of Assembly complex and
the Oba’s palace. The spokes-
persons of the groups include
included Kaduna Eboigbe,
chairman of NLC, Joe Aligbe,
chairman TUC among others.

A visibly angry Gover-
nor Adams Oshiomhole while
addressing the crowd described
as lame duck, the excuse that the
withdrawal was a national direc-
tive as the military were also with-
drawn from Anambra State until
after the election.

He wondered why Edo where
an election would be held in just
one local government council
would be compared to Anambra
where an election would be in the
entire state.

He lamented that Nigeria
has remained underdeveloped
“because ofa fewindividuals who
put their personal interests above
state security”, saying the cabal
had made Nigeria irrelevant in the
international community.

“I have never been accused
of violence, | have never been
accused of murder, throughout
my career in the labour move-
ment, even when | engaged presi-
dents, | never used violence to
engage them.
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United Bank for Africa

STATEMENT OF THE BOARD OF UBA PLC

\
The Central Bank of Nigeria yesterday issued new guidelines in relation to the
* tenure of CEOs of Nigerian Banks. The new guidelines limit the tenure of Chief
Executive Officers of banks to a maximum of 10 years inclusive of the years
served in a pre-merger component bank. All CEOs of banks who would have
served for 10 years by July 31, 2010 are required to handover to their successors
by August 01,2010.

By the new guidelines, the positions of the CEOs of some banks including that
of United Bank for Africa Pic [UBA] will be affected.

The Board of Directors of UBA has met and hereby assures all stakeholders that:

« The implementation of the new guidelines will not alter the vision and plan of
UBA asthe bank iswell positioned to meet the requirements of the new
guidelines.

* UBA has for a considerable period oftime put strong emphasis on ensuring
that it nurtures a deep pool of senior management talent, largely developed
internally and complemented by selective recruitments from global
institutions, capable of guiding the bank.

- The bank has in place robust business continuity and succession plans.

The Board wishes to thank all customers, investors and stakeholders of UBA for
their support and shall continue to serve them in a manner that delivers consistent
value to all stakeholders of the bank.

We will update our stakeholders in due course on developments in relation to this
announcement.

Board of Directors
January 20,2010
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NBA: Professionalism, or political jobbery?

ne is left aghast at the
O extent some go in try-

ing to paint or depict

government in unflat-

tering colours and in
the process, deliberately obfuscate
facts, contributing to a lack or com-
plete absence of perspicacity of the
issues at stake.

It is a constitutionally stipulated
fundamental right of every citizen
to express his opinion on issues and
offer constructive criticisms on those
that he does not agree with.

However if one is to maintain any
credibility at all, care must be taken
to be objective, if that is not possible,
one must at least be fair.

For the past month or so, since
the presidents enforced absence
from office as a result of ill-health,
a melange of opinions has cascaded
forth in torrents. Each opinion has
tried to canvass support for their
point ofview, using amyriad ofargu-
ments.

For politicians, one can excuse
them for they are in the business
of politicking. But when people or
groups who are otherwise thought
to be rational begin to delve into the
realm of politics, and still contend
that they are offering objective assess-
ments. One begins to get worried.

The position of the Nigerian Bar
Association (NBA) on the recent
swearing in ofthe ChiefJustice ofthe
Federation is particularly poignantin

For politicians, one
M can excuse them
for they are in the
business of
politicking

this regard.

The NBA officials either due to
ignorance or intentionally decided
to ignore completely the raison deter
of the swearing in was, and rather
unfortunately decided to impute
motives. The NBA President, Mr
Akeredolu in trying to put his argu-
ments in an imponderable perspec-
tive went ahead to issue statements to
the effect that what had taken place
was illegal.

sthe head ofwhat is supposed
to be a learned profession,
one cannot say that he and

Itis clear that the law as it is written
long before anyone had any inkling
that the situation we currently have
at hand could occur, had made pro-
visions for anyone of two to handle
the ceremony. Some of the supposed
learned lawyers have gone ahead to
rely on commonsense or tradition
and say that we would be having two
CJNs at a time. Pray, when did law-
yers begin to rely on commonsense or
tradition for their arguments?

Supposedly learned individuals
instead of relying one hundred per-
cent on what the law says have rather
been imputing motives. For God sake
what has the former chiefJustice of
Nigeria, Justice Idris Legbo Kutigi,
got to gain from either swearing in or
refusing to swear in a successor?

What is clear is that most of the
commentators have become experts
in doing what footballers say- that is
completely leaving the ball and kick-
ing the feet. It is very apparent that
what the lawyers and other com-
mentators are concerned about is the
long absence of the President from
the country without commensurate
explanation from the authorities. But
that is a separate matter and should
not be confused with the former chief
justice of Nigeria, Justice Kutigi car-
rying out a perfectly legitimate and
legal activity. That all the Lawyers and
the NBA are standing on quick sand
is buttressed by the fact that none of
them have been able to cite any statute
to back up by their sterile arguments.

he antagonism of the present
Minister of Justice and Attor-
ney General ofthe Federation,

Mr Michael Andoaaka, has reached

such a pitch that anyone’s effort to
give credit where one is due is deemed
apariah, otherwise he should be com-
mended for research that was able to
bringto light a law that was moribund
into lime light.

That should not be. From the time
of the president’s absence from the
country, an avalanche of criticisms
has been directed at him. However,
unlike the NBAs position, some have
been more salutary.

The NBA should concentrate its
energy in ensuring that its members
become more professional in their
work by not allowing politicians to
make a mockery of the judiciary as
has happened in many cases of late.

The NBA should be careful so
that its hard earned reputation as
renowned defender of the down-

is colleagues are complete igntnadden is not frittered away through

muses. For the' avoidance of doubt
the 1999 constitution is very clear on
the swearing ofall public officers, the
Chiefjustice ofNigeria inclusive. The
Oaths Act 0f2004 in particular goes a
step further by specifically mention-

»ing that either the President or the
retiring ChiefJustice of Nigeria can
swear in an incoming CJN.

One is therefore left incredulous
when the Nigerian Bar Association
can then go ahead to denounce such
aswearing in thathad completely fol-
lowed the dictates of the law. Or is it
that the Learned NBA has another
agenda that it is not disclosing to the
general public?

meretricious condemnations of legal
activities. They should be careful and
not display insouciance for fairness
and objectivity as they have on this
matter.

What the nation needs now more
than ever before, are patriots, not
ethnicjingoists dressed in the garb of
objective commentators.

There is the need for all, irrespec-
tive ofour misgivings to work hard in
the interest of the nation and main-
tain its stability, social equilibrium
and oneness of purpose.

Idris wrotefrom Area 1, Section
2, Kano Street, Garki, Abuja.

OPINION

By Danladi Ndayebo

Niger State's code of service with accountability

t his inaugural in 2007,

he Chief Servant of

Niger State, Dr Mu'azu

Babangida Aliyu pledged

.to provide accountable

and responsive leadership with open-

ness, transparency and equity. Itis his

beliefthat the servant-leadership gov-

ernance paradigm means so much in

defining the character of governance

in Nigeria where leadership position

is sometimes misconstrued to mean

a God given opportunity to loot the
treasury.

Knowing full well that he was
elected by the people of the state to
provide leadership driven by exem-
plary service, accountability, open-
ness, and consensus, he had at all times
created platforms to give vent to this
ideal, which has made Niger State a
leading example to emulate by oth-
ers. Dr Aliyu’s vision of governance
is rooted on mobilizing support and
buy-in ofthe people as key stakehold-
ers in Niger Project, and their welfare,
concerns and needs defines the policy
goal and objective. He has consistently
pursued this goal as he strove all these
years to make Niger State an envi-
able one among its contemporaries.
The Governor and his team share this
ideal which has won the administra-
tion the support and followership of
the people.

One of the novelties introduced
by the Chief Servant in a bid to make
Niger, the flagship of States in Nigeria
is the State of Service Address, which

N Also, the state took
N6BiHion bond for
financing
infrastructural projects
throughoutthe State

was instituted in 2008. The rationale
for thisannual address to the people of
the State is that the Government owes
the people a duty to inform them in a
thorough manner, the quality of gov-
ernance they receive in agiven period,
key decisions taken by the government
and the preference of some options
over others, general overview of the
revenue profile of the state and what
are next lines of action that Govern-
ment intends to adopt.

his no doubt is all geared
towards reinforcing the fact
that the citizens are central to

at the hallowed chamber of the Niger
State House of Assembly on the occa-
sion of the presentation of the 2010
budget estimates, on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2009 was an opportunity for
Aliyu to engage the people ofthe state
with key highlights of development
and governance profile ofthe Admin-
istration in all sectors. He took out
time to explain the administration’s
programmes in key sectors such as
agriculture, education, human capi-
tal development, women and gender,
youth development and job creation,
tourism, etc. He also reviewed strate-
gies for building alternative sources of
revenue for the State.

Between July 2008 and November
2009, Governor Aliyu said, govern-
ment sustained effort at strengthen-
ing budgetary processes and budget
discipline among Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies (MDASs) which
has made them more responsive to the
needs ofthe people and more effective
in service delivery even in the face of
dwindling resources occasioned by the
global financial crisis.

uring the period, a total
of N57,908,885,145.06k
was received by the
State Government, made
N29,961,253,991.25k - statutory allo-
cation from the Federation Accounts
(FAAC); N7,069,340,012.49k
from Value Added Tax (VAT);
N5,942,516,933.02k from the Excess
Crude Account; N8,l 14,861,626.64k
from Federation Accounts aug-
mentation, and N3,793,546,320.87k
from internally'generated revenues
(IGR). In addition, the following rev-
enues Were received: N2billion bridge
finance loan; N222, 410,060.18 -
refunds from International creditors;
and N804, 956,200.97 from exchange
rate gains. Also, the state took N6Bil-
lion bond for financing infrastructural
projects throughout the State.

From the profile of revenue in-
flows, the Niger helmsman gave ablow
by blow account of monies expended
and progress recorded in all the sec-
tors, noting strongly that the State,
during the period under review, relied
heavily on the Federation Account for
over 90% of its revenue receipts, forc-
ing it to strengthen its internal reve-
nue generation capacity by doubling
the monthly collection target from
N200million in 2008 to N40Omillion
in 2009.

It is however significant to note
that the Talba administration recorded
huge progress in spite of the meagre
resources that were available after the
payment of salaries and staff emolu-

governance and therefore getting tmints. In the agricultural sector for

input in decision making process is
imperative. For the Chief Servant, he
owes the people a duty to inform, seek
their consent and report back to them
on the progress of work on a regular
basis. For him, as the Chief Servant
elected by the People, he and his team
as a matter of good judgment need
to constandy go back to the people
through dialogue to keep them abreast
ofthe state ofhis service to the people.

The 2009 edition of the State of
Service address which he delivered

instance, government de-emphasized
the mundane approach to agricultural
practice which focuses mainly on trac-
tor hiring, grains distribution and fer-
tilizer procurement/ distribution to
farmers, even where such was unnec-
essary. The move followed the realiza-
tion that there was much more to agri-
culture in a fast changing world than
fertilizer allocation and tractor hiring.

Ndayebo is the Director General
(Media Relations & Strategy), Gov-
ernment House, Minna.
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Nigeria's road
toanarchy?

t is bitter but real. An aver-

age Nigerian is immune to

bad governance, corruption,
insecurity, poverty, hunger
and lack of basic amenities. In the
villages they build their own wells,
resort to traditional medicine for
the sick, they sleep inthe dark or use
the ‘Obasanjoya kasa lantern. They
hire vigilante to patrol their streets,
settle disputes amicably through the
traditional institutions, they aban-
don the western school system,
because theysee in reality those who
finished from there end up being
nuisance in the society with nojobs.
In the cities, those who can
afford it buy generators, sink

boreholes, send their children to
private schools or overseas, fly to
Egyptor Saudi Arabia for medical
check-ups; they also hire vigilante
groups to patrol the neighbour-
hood. However, unlike the vil-
lages, where communality is still
the norm, in the city everyone is
for himself; dirty streets, conges-
tion everywhere, poor town plan-
ning, loss of societal values, etc.
What future do we see for our
dear country Nigeria? The issue is
not the presidents health; even if
the president were to be around
the same problems will persist. We
must admit it: Nigeria is a failed
state. No functional school system,
hundreds and thousands are fail-
ing their final examination, which
in years to come may become a
societal problem; no basic skills,
and semi-illiterates, unable to

Text uson 08131 800030

Plateau and Bauchi

THESE states have become relay
players in a terrible game ofvio-
lence. Those who claim to fight,
for God or Allah may find it dif-
ferentwhen they meet the CREA-
TOR ofall sects.

YAKUBU Tsammani, Tafawa
Balewa, 08067872808.

A government's basic duty
...IS the protection of lives and
properties of citizens. Where gov-
ernment fails to perform its tasks,
the people fall back on self-help,
07087351209.

Serious problem requires
serious solution

PLATEAU state represents a
threat not only to its environs but
a national security, hence it should
be splitand among its neighbours.
You can'’t run from your shadow.
TARIF, Zaria, 07034980576.

Declare emergency
THE recent crisis may have

erupted as a result ofsome of the
revelations in public sittings of
the Abisoye panel. The federal
governmentshould declare a state
ofemergency there.

UMAR Farouk, Minna,
08070751502.

Tostop further crises

THE government must be seen
tQpunish those who perpetrated
previous ones.

AMPantami, 07035639062

Another word for terrorism
...IS religious intolerance. The
incessant crises in Jos and Bauchi
make us to be a nation filled with
it.

JAHUNELYV Abinadab, Abuja,
08039470779.

True word

PEACE is not the absence of
war but the presence of justice.
Not until various governments
address the real causes of this
recurring crisis will there be
peace in the former home ofpeace

contribute anything to the society.
And we keep talking, deceiving
and lying to ourselves that things
are worldng. How? We have our-
selves to blame, we take things for
granted and leave our destiny in
the hands ofcriminals, rogues and
thieves. The future isbleak for over
150 million people, and the effect
ofthis neglect has started catching
up with us. Let us continue stealing
and amassing billions and stash-
ing them in foreign banks, but the
truth is that, there is a payday. That
day will come. We have seen what
happened in Somalia, Liberia and
Sierra-Leone and other African
countries, where injustice, bad
governance and corruption have
became the norm. They should be
awarning to us.

Kabiru Danladi Lawanti,
Area 11, Garki, Abuja.

and tourism. The trouble is that
the government always treat the
symptoms of what is obviously a
big problem.

BELLO Lukman, Centrefor Good
Governance, Jos, 08034586787.

Out of line

BEING a retired army officer,
I find it appalling that a serving
police commissioner would go on
the media and accuse one group
offomenting trouble in a sectar-
ian scuffle. Duty and Decorum
demand that an officer in that
position be guarded in his com-
ments. It is sad commentary on
the police force.

TALIB Kolo, 08037214347.

Why withdraw JTF?

THE Federal Government should
investigate and punish those
behind the recent unwarranted
withdrawal of JTF personnel from
Edo State, because those behind
the move are enemies ofthe state.
LUCKY Emegha, Kano,
08065451327.
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By Stevin Adikwu

Idoma nation: Onoja as
architect of his own failures

he above titled article, which appeared

in the Daily Trust of January 18 and

19, 2010, authored by retired General

Lawrence Onoja, at once exposed the

fallacious character of the Idoma elite.
Having chronicled the woes that have befallen the
dynamic youths in the area as a result of failure of
the elites to provide the needed direction, Onoja,
pointedly admitted that he could not he exempted
from blame, a candid admission that deserves to be
praised; not many in his classwill openly accept such
failures.

He however soon fell by the wayside when he
attempted to shift the blame someone else - David
Mark, the Senate President and a longstanding foe. |
am notholding brieffor David Mark; he hashislimi-
tations, as every mortal does. Having said so, it must
be said that Senator Mark towers above his peers in
Idoma land in several spheres of human endeavour.

Onojas latest outburst is an attempt to canvass
relevance in an election year, after several strenuous
but failed moves to recapture power. His foray into
politics since the advent of the present democratic
dispensation could best be described as a monu-
mental disaster. On two occasions, he attempted to
become the governor ofBenue State without success,
jumping from the PDP to the opposition and back to
the PDP to no avail. Even though he claims to be a
PDP chieftain, ANPP won in his local government
in 2007 in the House of Assemblyand House ofRep-
resentatives elections.

Most annoying is his claim that he championed
the creation of Apa State, especially during the
Abacha years, and even accused Mark of truncat-
ing the process in the celebrated interview with the
Newswatch Magazine, while on self-exile in Britain,
during which Mark accused Abacha of attempts to
perpetuate himselfin power.

ut how could thatbe, when Onoja himselfwas
the Military Secretary and member ofthe rul-
ingjunta? Why did he not bring his influence

to bear then only to come around to day to adduce

some mundane technical reasons for his failure?

Now, the clamour for Apa State is again on front
burner, but no one has heard his voice on the issue.
Again, he believes Mark is at the head ofthe cam-
paign, so it must not succeed.

Pundits are agreed that the problem with the
Idoma nation has been that of leadership; even as it
isnotlacking in that respect. In the academia, people
like Professors Eliagwu, Armstrong, Odeh, Idoko et
alare ashining example. In the political turfwe have
had people like Obande, Senator Ebute, Audu Ogbe,
Obeya, Lawani, and so on. In the military we have
the Ekwues, Ejigas, AVM Yahayas, Abutu Garbas,
Onojas and Marks, etc.

he problem of the Idoma elite has been the
struggle for leadership. The so-called power
elite have refused to recognize the fact that

by the grace of God, Senator is today the nations

number three citizen. Had they rallied behind him,
perhaps the situation would have been better.

Mark has attracted key millennium development
projects to the remotest parts of Idoma land to the
benefit, for the first time, ofthe larger populace.

What Onoja and his fellow-travellers should
address issimple. They must recognize one oftheirs
and align with him so as to achieve what Onoja has
said was the neglect of the youths who roam the
streets and have literally turned executive beggars,
instead of dissipating energy issues that are anti-
development and self-centred. The disunity in the
land isindeed worrisome and there can be no mean-
ingful progresswhen a home is divided against itself.
The youths must also stand up to the challenge and
wrestle power if the elders have failed, as is the case ¢
currently.

Adikwu wrote from Abuja (aliadeyi@ yahoo.
com)
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No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon Lar Way,
Utako District, Abuja
09-6726241,6715364
ast year witnessed a steep increase in number ofjour-
nalists that lost their livesin the line of duty Worldwide.
According to a report released recently by the Inter-
national Federation of Journalists (IFJ) media prac-
titioners across the globe went through monumental
challenges in discharging their duties. The report shows that
157 journalists were killed, while another 136 were imprisoned
for no apparent crime, but simply trying to get the news out so
that the world may be better informed. This, according to the
report, represents an increase of 33 percent over the 109 deaths
recorded in 2008. Majority ofthese journalists, the report noted,
werevictims of‘terror governments, drug baronsand politicians’,
while some lost their lives in combat situation in war-prone place
like Afghanistan, Irag and Somalia, among other trouble spots.
Countries listed as ‘unfavourable’ for journalists in 2009 include,
Mexico, Columbia, Pakistan, Philippines, Brazil, India, Bang-
ladesh, Sri Lanka, Guatemala, Nepal, Venezuela, Russia, China,
Cuba, Palestine, Honduras, Iran and Burma. The United States
was listed among countries that held journalists captive in 2009,
while Philippines got the dubious distinction ofhaving the high-
est record of 38 journalists killed in a single year, involving drug
barons and politics, followed by Mexico with 13 death cases in
the battle against drug trafficking and smuggling.

In sub-Saharan Africa, the situation is worst in the war-torn
countries such asSomalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, Madagascar and Eritrea, with a total death toll of
35 journalists in 2009. Out of these, 19 were killed in Eritrea, 9
in Somalia, 4 in Ethiopia, one in Kenya and another in Nigeria,
the assassination of political correspondent of The Guardian
(Lagos), Mr Bayo Ohu. Similarly, 30 journalists, according to
the report, are languishing in various jails across Africa.

At least tenjournalists were reportedly killed monthly either
by armed groups, government agents or through acts of terror-
ism. Others were kidnapped, abducted or exiled and, in many
cases, silenced with no credible system of judicial review and
punishment for the perpetrators. This condition has placed
journalists in the list ofendangered people who, because of their
work, are increasingly being targeted.

n Nigeria, notwithstanding the relative freedom that the

media enjoy since the country’s return to democratic rule
in 1999, journalists are still being harassed, intimidated and

often detained by government agents. Journalists in the country

have been known to be victims of political thugs and brutality.
Press freedom is being practised in name only, in the absence
ofa law that not only guarantees it, but also compels access to
official sources. The proposed Freedom of Information Bill that
should enable thataccess has been kicked around in the National
Assembly with nosign that it would ever get the due attention
from the current crop oflegislators.

It is against this background that we must unreservedly con-
demn the unwarranted attacks and killings of media practition-
erson account ofexercising their duties, and implore the United
Nations, civil society groups among other stakeholders to inten-
sify action towards protecting journalists to enable them per-
form their job without fear of harassment, threats to their lives
or being killed. Being aware of the risk involved in the profes-
sion, there is need for media owners, especially in this part of
the world, to embrace life insurance policy for their employees.
Similarly, there is need for improved remuneration and better
condition of living for working journalists. We also call on the
authorities to respect the UN Charter on Human Rights and the
right to freedom ofInformation and access to it. On the other
hand, media practitioners should exercise restraint, especially
while performing their duties in war and other conflict zones
of the world.

KABIRU A. YUSUF: Chairman/Chief Executive Officer
ISIAQ AJIBOLA: Managing Director/Chief Operating Officer
MANNIR DAN ALI: Executive Director/ Editor-in-Chief
ALIU M. AKOSHILE: General Manager, Business & Strategy
MAHMUD JEGA: Editor, Daily Trust
SHEHU O. MOHAMMED: Asst. General Manager, Finance
GARBA ALIYU ABUBAKAR: Asst. General Manager (IT)
ABDULKADIR ALIYU: Head, Advert

e-mail: dailytrust@dailytrust.com

13

Reproductive health:
Leaders take action (ll)

ast week, this column
featured the progress
made by the participants
at the leadership retreat
the Kano based Develop-
ment Research and Project Centre
(DRPC)-organised for policy mak-
ers in Sokoto State with support
from the United States Agency for
International Develop/nent USAID.
From Sokoto | moved to Gusau,
the Zamfara state capital to con-
tinue the assessment and there
were inspiring stories of leaders
driving change in the health sector.
The unique development in Zam-
fara is collaboration pn promoting
reproductive health and reduction
of maternal mortality that is devel-
oping between the legislators, the
traditional rulers and the Islamic
scholars who participated in the
DRPC leadership retreats. The
seven leading Islamic scholars and
traditional leaders from Zamfara
State who attended the USAID sup-
ported Islamic and RH/FP course
in Alexandria, Egypt returned to
Nigeria in August 2009 with zeal
and determination to implement
their joint action plan to sensitize
the people ofthe state on the Islamic
position on RH/FP. As they began
reaching out through numerous
sermons to the faithful during the
holy month of Ramadan, the Islamic
scholars and traditional leaders
were also happy to learn that the
same USAID funded project was
also training political office holders
to take leadership in reproductive
health. They were encouraged to
use the opportunity to move beyond
the sermons to their followers and
step into the realm of advocacy for
reproductive health. Itbecame clear
to the leaders of this faith commu-
nity that this receptive group ofpoli-
ticians in the state were ready allies
in the promotion of a common
development issue.

December 14 2009, the
slamic scholars and tradi-
ional leaders of Zamfara

Civil Society
Watch

By Hajiya Bilkisu (mni)

enacting an enabling law to reduce
maternal mortality in Zamfara
state as a whole. The members of
the Zamfara State House of Assem-
blyrestated their willingness to give
priority to the health sector during
the forthcoming budget session.
The Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Murtala Adamu Jangebe, repre-
senting the Speaker, said that a new
formatwill be introduced to involve
all Islamic scholars and traditional
leaders in local government budget
preparations and promised to send a
letter to the Ministry for Local Gov-

Abdul Aziz Nahuce, the Chair-
man House Committee for Special
Duties in the Zamfara State House
of Assembly also participated in the
DRPC retreat on leadership devel-
opment for Reproductive Health.
In his assessment of he said ‘it was
well organised and educative. In my
Action Plan which was focused on
improving maternity services in my
community, | promised to construct
award which will be used as alabor
room at the hospital in my commu-
nity in Nahuce. A Primary Health-
care Centre PHC already exists and
construction work has commenced
on the project.’ The PHC has been
upgraded to a District Healthcare
Centre and it is a site for a World
Bank project which has provided a
generator to the health facility. The
facility now admits patients and he
expects that the maternityward will

A In my Action PJan which was focused on
improving maternity services in my
community, | promised to constructa
ward which will be used as a labor room at
thehospital in my community in Nahuce

ernment requesting them to facili-
tate the participation of such repre-
sentatives in budget preparations.
Regarding their request for a state
retreat on reproductive health, the
Deputy Speaker promised to convey
this request to the appropriate chan-
nels and promised that no less than
200 traditional leaders in Zamfara
state will be invited to attend the
state retreat on reproductive health.

One of the participants | inter-
viewed during my monitoring visit
to Zamfara was the Honourable
Saidu Bageega who is the Chair-
man of the Committee on Health at
the Zamfara State House of Assem-
bly. Honorable Saidu Bageega, is a

state engaged political office holderse who also had a post graduate

by paying an advocacy visit to the
Honourable members of Zamfara
State House of Assembly. Leading
the advocacy team were the Dis-
trict Head of Tudun Wadan Gusau,
Alhaji Bashir Muhammad Dan
Baba; the District Head of\Wonaka,
Alhaji Usman Kogo Abdulkadir;
Sheik Nasiru Muhammad Assama-
rawi; and Sheik Aminu Mafara. The
traditional and religious leaders of
Zamfara State made two requests.
They called upon the state political
office holders to increase the state
budget for reproductive health. Sec-
ond, they requested the Assembly to
urge the government to organize a
special retreat for all traditional
leaders and Islamic scholars of Zam-
fara state on reproductive health so
that they could be given the infor-
mation to convince their people that
family planning is not against Mus-
lim populations.

Members of Zamfara state
House of Assembly who also
attended the USAID funded DRPC
training were receptive to the advo-
cacy messages, reminding the group
that at the end of the training they
had developed a state action planon

training as a theatre nurse. When
asked to assess the DRPC retreat he
attended. He said ‘By virtue of my
profession | was aware ofthe repro-
ductive health problems before
the training and as the Chairman
Health Committee | have attended
various seminars on RH. In spite of
my background, the DRPC retreat
was very useful; it really enriched
my knowledge about RH and gen-
erated a renewed commitment to
address our reproductive health
issues. | was really touched and
appalled by the magnitude of mater-
nal and child mortality. The retreat
reminded me of several challenges
faced by women. That is the rea-
son why | decided in my Individual
Action Plan to sponsor abill on free
maternal and child care inthe state. |
have also commence the building of
a maternity centre which | stopped
due to certain exigencies but after
the retreat, | decided to also make
that the focus of my action plan,
The retreat motivated me to con-
tinue with the building which has
reached advance stage. The centre
has a labour room, maternity ward
and the children’s section. Hon.

also enhance the quality of services
provided at the centre because the
PHC administration has promised
to provide the required human
resources for the management of
the Centre.

In an interview, another partici-
pant Alhaji Kabiru Dan Baba, the
District Head of Tudun Wada in
Gusau "aid ‘I was one of the Royal
fathers who went on a study tour
to Egypt under the auspices of the
Development Research and Project
Centre DRPC. The sessions deliv-
ered by various resource persons
were about maternal and child
health and family planning. Wewere
inspired by the presentations of the
various resource persons who also
showed us the link between leader-
ship, maternal mortality and lack of
family planning or birth spacing.

n the past we shunned any
discourse on family planning
because it was presented purely

from a Western perspective but the

Cairo study tour opened our eyesto
the issue of maintaining a healthy
population and the speakers pro-
vided us with the Islamic perspec-
tive of family planning. They quoted
from our books, the Quran and
hadith without mincing words to
show us that as Muslims we have a
responsibility to space birth in order
to promote the health of mothers
and ensure that we raise the chil-
dren properly. WWe also have to make
sure that our women, especially
pregnant women maintain healthy
habits and observe basic hygiene.
In Islam cleanliness is part of faith.
The resource persons in Cairo and
some of the places we visited also
provided us with relevant literature
on consensus of learned people on
our responsibility as leaders to pro-
mote the health and well being of
our people.
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Star Feature

The Arafat mosque in Auchiwas carefully builtovera number ofyears.No
appeal fund was organised forthe project, and no interest'was collected
on the monies for the mosque. People gave to the mosque with pure

hearts and a good volition .No wonder the completed mosque is so
beautiful. Our reporter was in Auchi recently at its commissioning.

By Tadaferua Ujorha who was in Auchi

the Momoh family of Auchi,would have been proud of. He

took Islam to his people and therefore freed them from the
worship of gods ‘and ‘goddesses’ and brought them the knowledge
ofthe Almighty, the Eternal One. Thiswas in the year 1912 when so
many shrines were destroyed in Auchi, followed by an expansion in
the knowledge of Islam. Less than a hundred years later, the splen-
did round Arafat mosque has risen on grounds where Momoh
I once flourished. People say that he always walked with his head
held up, as though constantly looking towards Heaven and pray-
ing .Hebrought the first bicycle to Auchi and was respected by the
British colonial officers, who described him as ‘evergreen, and *
by far and away the best chiefin Kukuruku country’ in some of
their glowing reports.

The new Arafat mosque in Auchi has five lofty domes. Five
is significant in Islam and suggests the five pillars of the reli-
gion. When you enter the mosque you instantly become silent,
amazed atthe pillars, the floors, and designs which grace the inside
.Then there is the ever present glow. Itis not surprising that Arafat
mosque has such a pure uplifting effect on visitors and townspeo-
ple alike. The reason for this can be found in a speech given by
the Otaru of Auchi just before the commissioning of the Arafat
mosque recently, where he stated ‘in tandem with our wish and
prayers for the purity of the Masjid(mosque) not to be soiled with
stolen money by pronouncing to our people that the funding for
the building of the mosque would not be derived through public
and public fund raising events...The story of Auchi Arafat mosque
must be in a class of its own. The origins of the mosque are pure,
so the mosque itselfshould naturally radiate purity. The commis-
sioning of the mosque on January 8,2010, which coincided with
the 13th Auchi Day celebration, was also a chance for the Momoh
family to gather and they came in large colourful numbers. HRH
Alhaji Aliru H. Momoh,lkelebe 11, the Otaru of Auchi Kingdom,
Tony Momoh, Bekisu Momoh-Aliu, Constance Momoh, Aziz
Momoh, Gaz Momoh,Daz Momoh and many sons and daughters
were present. Also presentwas Alhaji Awwal Ibrahim, the Emir
of Suleja, Tafidan Kano, Alhaji Tijani Abubakar who represented
the Emir ofKano, Alhaji Bagudu Audu, Sarkin Yamma Nupe.who
represented the Etsu Nupe, Sarkin Bwari Alhaji Musa ljakoro, Oba
Kevin Danesi,the Aidonojie of South-lbie Kingdom, and Oba
Yahaya Elugbaju ,the Obabio ofIfe.who represented the Oni of Ife.

I t was an event which Momoh | (1875-1944) the patriarch of

on Islam in both Auchi and Agbede .Ishagq Modibbo Kawu

was Editor, Daily Trust at that time, and he put me on this
assignment and gave me a background to the story. My guide
then was Princess Bekisu Momoh - Aliu of the Auchi Royal fam-
ily. She is a gifted nutritionist and dietician and played a major
role in planning the menu for FESTAC 1977.1first met her in
1997 in Zaria, when | was studying for the MA at the Ahmadu
Bello University. Later | found out that her sons were my seniors
at Capital School Kaduna, when | had schooled there. She was
really more than a good guide during that trip and gave me all
the necessary tips and advice during this one. Through her | was

I travelled to Auchi a few years ago to do a series of features

introduced to the Otaru of Auchi, as well as the leaders and Imams
at Agbede. Soon we got to the site ofthe Arafat mosque which was
under construction at that time. | was awed by its round shape and
Domes which were already visible at that time, and were beautiful
even though unpainted. I also used that opportunity to interview
Prince Achieve Haliru Momoh, the gentlemen who architected
the mosque. Over the years | have grown fond of the mosque.
Sometimes, | found myself boasting to friends in Abujaand Lagos
about the mosque project in Auchi .Upon hearing that the mosque
will be opened in January 2010,1decided to cover the event
1 had been present at the beginning. It made sense that | should
be in Auchi now.

HRH Alhaji Aliru H. Momoh, the Otaru of Auchi .He tells

this reporter that when the roofofthe old Central Mosque
in Auchi was blown off, it dawned on him that it was time Auchi
built a bigger mosque to replace the old one. His words: ‘Arafat
mosque is a concretisation ofwhat I had in mind from 1991 when
the roof of the Central Mosque was blown off. Eminent Mallams
came to me asking that we should put back the roofand do some
expansion. | told them that if the roof of the central mosque of

T he Arafat mosque easily stands out as the favourite topic of
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ARAFAT mosque:'l have said that this must be a pur>

Auchi is blown off, the Almighty is telling us that itis nd
able as a central mosque for this Kingdom.As a followj
sold his big house in Lagos ,and this provided the initial i
kick started the Arafat Mosque project. According to h
to sell the house I had in Lagos then, and chose to build
Auchi,and that was that. It came to me just like that.’He’
guided at every stage of the construction of the mosd
throughout the process of sourcing monies for the grea

esays, ‘ | told the estate agent that whatever he i
H that asking price for the house is his. That ¢
a vision with a voice’ Another remarkable pc
interest was received on the monies set aside for the mosd
this is forbidden in Islam, especially for a mosque projcj
on coming from numerous persons while the mosque \
struction. Mofe Boyo took care of the tiles, and Dr
plaster of Paris for the ceiling. Both are sons of Auchi.
helped in different significant ways to bring the mosque td
The gentleman who brought the initial design ofthd
an idea ofa mosque that should be eleven storeys tall. But!
scaled down. According to the Otaru, ‘We asked him to gj
ing ofthe proposed mosque. He is avery young man witf
and some ofthe ideas were out ofthis world. The plan hd
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A TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE MEETING OF DPP FACTION GROUP ON THE
OCCASION OF AN EXTRA ORDINARY EMERGENCY NEC MEETING HELD IN ABUJA ON THE
10TH DAY OF JANUARY 2010.

A meeting of the National Executive Committee (NEC)
of the Democratic Peoples Party (DPP) faction group
was held in Abuja where issues affecting the unity of
the party were reviewed.

Several issues were considered and after thorough
brainstorming, the meeting resolved as follows:

The meeting noted with appreciation, the attendance

of every member of the group at today's meeting
except that of Chief Biodun Ogunbiyi and Aminu
Abubakar.

The meeting noted with regrets that the purported
faction never existed but was a creation of Alhaji Aliyu
Magatakarda Wamakko, the Executive Governor of
Sokoto State to discredit the BOT Chairman and the-
Presidential Candidate in the 2007 general elections,

AlhajiAttahiru Bafarawa (Garkuwan Sokoto).

The meeting also notes that Hon. Ibrahim
Aimustapha, the Minority Whip in the Sokoto State
House of Assembly and a DPP memberwho pretends
to be working to salvage DPP is actually the
Governor’s hatchet man.

The meeting therefore notes, that the reason why
Wamakko is funding DPP while he is ofthe ruling PDP
is nothing but to bring our leader and BOT Chairman,
Alhaji Attahiru Bafarawa (Garkuwan Sokoto) to
disrepute.

The meeting also resolved that Wamakko, the current
Governor of Sokoto State should steer clear of our
party and concentrate on his own party the PDP
especially in view of the fact that the topic for

discussion had always centred on ways of bringing
down Bafarawa.

The meeting regretted with excruciating pain that over

the last one year, Wamakko through Ibrahim
Afmustapha has worked relentlessly to destabilize our
party in order to achieve his own selfish political
ambition.

The meeting therefore states that no member of DPP
except Hon. Ibrahim Aimustapha who is presently
the Chairman of Continuity Mandate Group (CMG),
a group working to ensure Wamakko’s second term in
office will not be used any longer to -discredit
Bafarawa.

The meeting hereby makes it categorically clear, that
there was no faction in the first place to have

warranted a parallel leadership and therefore, agrees
that henceforth, there shall cease to be a group
called DPP faction.

The meeting noted with pride and commendation,

INEC's refusal to grant recognition to this stage
managed and ubiquitous group.

The meeting finally resolves to write a letter of apology
to His Excellency, Alhaji Attahiru Bafarawa (Garkuwan
Sokoto), the leader and BOT Chairman of Democratic
Peoples Party for some unguided utterances made on
the pages of Newspaper, with copies be made
available to the Inspector General of Police (IGP), the
Chairman Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) and, the Director General State
Security Service (SSS).

The meeting noted and vehemently condemned the
role of Sokoto State Governor, Alhaji Magatakarda
Wamakko over the last 13months at wanting to bring
Bafarawa to disrepute by way of using his
(Bafarawa's) party members against him.

Long live Democratic Peoples Party (DPP)
Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria

Thursday, January 21,2010
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AFRICAN leaders have sent their
people an alarming message by
siding with Sudanese President
Omar al-Beshir over his victims,
Human Rights Watch (HRW)
said in its annual report.

The -600-page review of
human rights in the world criti-
cised African governments for
blocking justice mechanisms and
warned that rights activists were
increasingly threatened.

The New York-based watch-
dog hailed the March 2009 Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC)
arrest warrant against Beshir for
war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Sudan’s strife-
wracked Darfur region as “a
major development”. ¢

Butin an introduction entitled
“The Abusers? Reaction: Intensi-
fying Attacks on Human Rights
Defenders, Organisations, and
Institutions”, it also deplored the
African Union’s decision to stand
by Beshir.

“One would have wanted Afri-
can leaders to applaud the move.
After all, the world had dithered
for more than five years as the
people of Darfur faced mass mur-
der and forced displacement,” the
report said.

“Unfortunately, some African
leaders seemed less troubled by
the slaughter of ordinary Afri-
can people than by the audacious
prospect that a sitting African
leader might actually be brought
to justice for these horrendous
crimes,” it said.

AFRICAN leaders have sent their people an ala

essage

tims. Human Rights Watch (HRW) said in itsanm t.

Ethiopian dam to'wreck lives in Kenya'

THE livelihood of hundreds of
thousands of Kenyans around the
worlds largest desert lake will be
wrecked by an Ethiopian dam on
the lakes main tributary, conser-
vationists said.

“The Ethiopian dam project is
going to bring nothing but trag-
edy and harm to Kenya,” warned
renowned archeologist and envi-
ronmentalist Richard Leakey.

The Gilgel Gibe I1l dam being
built on the Omo river, which
supplies 80 percent of the water
in Lake Turkana on the Kenya-
Ethiopiaborder, is one-third com-

- $

Special

plete. During the two years it will
take to fill the dam reservoir Lake
Turkanawill recede, increasing its
salinity, damaging the local econ-
omy, degrading biodiversity and
increasing the risk ofcross-border
conflicts, the Friends of Lake Tur-
kana conservationist organisation
said.

The group called for con-
struction to be halted pending an
assessment by Kenya, which has
said itwill import power generated
from Ethiopia, on the impact the
dam will have on the locals and the
environment. “Whatwe are asking

the Kenya government is to reas-
sess, to rethink about what they
are doing before it’s too late,” said
Samia Bwana, a top official of the
Kenyan group.

Around 300,000 fishermen
and herders depend orelLake Tur-
kana, while hundreds ofthousands
more, mainly farmers, rely on the
Omo’s annual flooding for river
bank cultivation and grazing of
livestock “We are depending on a
country that is known for drought,
known for rainfall failure, to pro-
vide expensive power to Kenya,”
Leakey told reporters.

Sales on,Now

AFRICA REPORT 17

INTERNATIONAL
Rights report pillories African leaders over ICC

Somalia Puntland lawmakershotdead

GUNMEN shotdead a lawmaker
in Somalia’s northern semi-auton-
omous region of Puntland, police
said. Mohamed Ali Jibril was shot
on Tuesday in Bosasso, Puntland’s
main port and economic capital,
and died later in hospital.

“The lawmaker was gunned
down by unidentified attackers
and the police have so far arrested
two suspects,” Puntland police
official Mohamed Awale told AFP.

Witnesses told how they saw
the Puntland’s assembly member
gunned down.

“l saw a man shooting the
lawmaker several times in the

head. He managed to escape after
the shooting,” Bosasso resident
Ahmed Fanah told AFP by phone.

“Three men, one ofthem with
agun inhis hand, ran into an alley
close to where the lawmaker was
shot.

I'm sure they were the killers,”
said Hasan Mohamed, another
witness.

Puntland, which proclaimed
its autonomy in 1998, has been
spared most of the unrest that
has rocked central and southern
Somalia in recentyears but is still
blighted by political and clan kill-
ings.
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AREWA CONSULTATIVE FORIIil

No. 11A Sokoto Road, P.O.Box 1149, Kaduna-Nigeria.
Tel: (062) 218007,218009, Fax: 218004

NOTICE OF JOINT MEETING OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMD NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF AREWA CONSULTATIVE FORUM. U F

There will be a Joint Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BOT) and National Executive Council
(NEC) of the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF).

Date: | Wednesday 27th January 2010
Venue: ACF ConferenceHall No 11A Sokoto Hoard. Kaduna
Time: 1 11:00am

Please endeavour to attend as crucial issues would be discussed


http://www.arewaconsultativeforum.org
mailto:info@arewaconsuitativeforum.org
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Palestinians want USto negotiate on their behalf

PALESTINIAN President Mah-
moud Abbas has proposed that
the Obama administration nego-
tiate the final borders ofa Pales-
tinian state with Israel, a Palestin-
ian official said yesterday, asa U.S.
envoy headed to the region for
another attempt to restart Mide-
ast peace talks.

Such a proxy arrangement
could provide a way around the
current deadlock over reviving
Israeli-Palestinian talks, which
broke off more than a year ago.
Abbas says he won't return to the
table without a complete Israeli
settlement freeze, something

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has refused to do.

As an alternative, U.S. officials
could replace Palestinian negoti-
ators in border talks with Israel,
said an Abbas aide, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because
he was not authorized to discuss
the content of internal meetings.
The U.S. negotiators would be
given clear parameters, the aide
said.

The state would have to be
established in the territories Israel
captured in the 1967 Mideast War

'— the West Bank, Gaza and east

Jerusalem — but the Palestinians

would agree to swap up to 3 per-
cent ofthe territory to accommo-
date some lIsraeli settlements, the

.aide said.

Abbas made the proposal in
recent meetings with Egyptian
officials who passed the idea
along to Washington, the aide
said. It was not clear how the
Americans reacted.! Officials at
the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem,
which serves the West Bank, had
no comment.

Abbas has said much ground
has been covered in his talks
with Netanyahus predecessor,
Ehud Olmert, and that the time

Middle East & Asia 19 |

has come for decisions. In those
talks, Abbas offered a swap of up
to 1.9 percent of West Bank land
for Israeli territory, while Olmert
proposed 6.5 percent.
Alternately, Abbas could
resume negotiations with Netan-
yahu, provided the Israeli leader
agrees to a six-month settlement
freeze in the West Bank and east
Jerusalem. Netanyahu would not
have to announce the freeze, the
aide said, presumably to avoid a
rebellion in his hardline coalition.
The Palestinians say settle-
ments on lands they claim threat-
ens the prospects for an inde-

China mourns eight'martyrs'killed in Haiti quake

CHINA'S top leaders bid a final
and sombre farewell yesterday
to the eight nationals who died
in last weeks devastating earth-
quake in Haiti, where four of
them had served as UN peace-
keepers.

In a ceremony broadcast on
state television, the eight were
buried at the Babaoshan cem-
etery in western Beijing, where
revolutionary heroesand the rul-
ing Communist Party’s top offi-
cials are laid to rest

The nine members of the
Politburo standing committee —
the party’s top leadership, wear-
ing black suits and white paper
flowers in their buttonholes —
filed past the coffinsdraped with
the national flag.

President Hu Jintao, Premier
Wen Jiabao and the other leaders
also saluted family members of
the victims.

Beyond the four peacekeep-
ers, the four others killed had just
arrived in Haiti’s capital Port-au-
Prince as part of a delegation to
hold talks with UN officialswhen
the 7.0-magnitude quake struck
Between 100,000 and 200,000
people are thought to have died.
The bodies of the Chinese vic-
tims were given a heros home-
coming on Tuesday in Beijing,
and they were officially declared
“revolutionary martyrs.”

State television and news-
papers have devoted non-stop
coverage to the victims, and
kung fu star Jackie Chan has

even recorded a sorfg in tribute
to them with Chinese singer Tan
Jing entitled “Send You Home”.

China, a permanent member
ofthe UN Security Council that
does not have diplomatic rela-
tions with Haiti, has nevertheless
been present inthe country since
1997 with a trade bureau and is
active in the UN peacekeeping
force.

The Caribbean country is one
of 23 nations that still officially
recognises the self-ruled island
of Taiwan, where the national-
ists fled in 1949 after the com-
munist victory in a civil war on
the mainland. China has sent a
60-strong rescue team to Haiti
and allocated 30 million yuan
(4.4 million dollars) in aid.

On Tuesday, foreign ministry
spokesman Ma Zhaoxu angrily
denied accusations that Chinese
rescuers were searching only
for Chinese nationals missing
in Port-au-Prince as “false” and
“made out of ulterior motives.”

“The Chinese rescue team
departed China immediately
after the quake. They not only
found the bodies of the Chinese
peacekeepers, they also found
the bodies of UN officers in
Haiti and many others,” Ma told
reporters. “These actions are not
selfish and brook no accusations.

The accusers should be
accused,” he said, after media
reports about China’s contribu-
tion to the humanitarian opera-
tion in Haiti.

pendent state.

Netanyahu has imposed a
10-month slowdown on West
Bank construction, but opposes
any freeze on east Jerusalem. The
Palestinians seek east Jerusalem
as their capital, while Israel con-
siders all ofJerusalem its eternal
capital. An Israeli official dis-
missed the idea of an undeclared
freeze.

“Itis not going to happen. This
is against everything the prime
minister stands for and believes
in,” said the official, who spoke on
condition ofanonymity because it
was not a formal offer.

Vietnam jails
democracy
activist* for
subversion

A court in Vietnam has con-
victed four activists, including
prominent human rights lawyer
Le Cong Dinh, of trying to over-
throw the Communist govern-
ment.

The four men received sen-
tences ofup to 16 yearson charges
of subversion.

Dinh was sentenced to five
years, while internet entrepreneur
Tran Huynh Duy Thuc received
the longest term.

The case has drawn strong
criticism from rights groups
abroad, who see it as a sign ofan
increasing clampdown on democ-
racy and freedom of expression.

It has been a long time since
the Communist regime last tried
anybody on subversion charges,
considered one of the most seri-
ous'offences under 'Vietnam’s
criminal code, says the BBC's Nga
Pham.

The four accused - who were
arrested in June - were initially
charged with spreading anti-gov-
ernment propaganda.

But early last month, state
prosecutors decided to bring
more serious charges against
them.

Afteraday-longtrial, Le Cong
Dinh, Tran Huynh Duy Thuc,
Nguyen Tien Trung and Le Thang
Long were all convicted of “activi-
ties aimed at subverting the peo-
ple’s administration”.

Thuc received a 16-year sen-
tence, Trung seven years, while
Dinh and Long were sentenced to
five years each. Three of the four
could have been sentenced to the
death penalty.

Dinh rose to prominence rep-
resenting Vietnam’ interests in
the “catfish battle” daring which
US farmers accused the Vietnam-
ese of dumping cheap seafood on
the US market.

In recent years, he has also
defended some ofVietnam’s lead-
ing human rights and democracy
activists, including fellow lawyers
Nguyen Van Dai and Le Thi Cong
Nhan who have also been jailed
for anti-government activity.
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NIGERIAN-BORN Londoner, Samantha Orobator, with British ambassador to Laos Quinton Quale at

Vientiane's Wattay airport, last year.

Laos drug smuggling Londoner loses appeal

A London woman wfio was jailed
in Laos for drug trafficking and
transferred home to finish her
sentence lost an appeal against her
continued detention yesterday.
Samantha Orobator’s lawyers
had argued that her trial in Laos
was a “flagrant denial of justice”
and she should never have been
jailed. Two judges at the High
Court in London said they were
in no doubt that the 20-year-old
“was treated unjustly in Laos”, but
rejected her claim that she was

being detained in Britain unlaw-
fully. They said she should serve
at least 18 months in jail.
Orobator was arrested in
August 2008 at the airport in the
Lao capital as she tried to board a
plane to Thailand, and was in June
last year convicted of of traffick-
ing 680 grammes (1.5 pounds)
of heroin. She would normally
have faced the death penalty but
became pregnant while injail and
was instead given a life sentence.
She was transferred to a British

prison in August and gave birth
to a baby girl in September.

In his submissions to the
court last year, Orobator’s lawyer
Edward Fitzgerald said two Nige-
rian men had coerced his client
into carrying the drugs by threat-
ening her life and raping her.

“It is our submission that the
conviction and sentence involved
a flagrant denial of justice and
therefore a detention based on
that conviction and sentence will
be unlawful,” Fitzgerald-had said.
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Mexican
riIson
rawl|

leaves
.. dead

TWENTY-THREE inmates were
killed and several others injured
during a prison brawl yesterday
morning at a northern Mexico
penitentiary, prison officials said.

The fight broke out between
inmates at the state prison in the
city of Durango that houses 2,025
inmates, said prison spokes-
woman Carla Puente. Puente
said she did not know the specific
number of injuries nor the reason
for the fight, which was quelled by
guards.

More than 60 inmates have
died during fierce fights at Mex-
icos often overcrowded and
loosely run prisons in the past two
years. Officials at the state-run
prisons frequendy complain that
they are not equipped to handle
violent drug traffickers who are
being held on federal charges.

Once a quiet state, Durango

has seen an upsurge in cartel vio-
lence in recent years, both in its
cities and itsprisons. Last August,
afightamong inmates facing drug
charges at a state prison in the
Durango city of Gomez Palacio
killed 19 inmates and left more
than 20 injured.

In October 2008,21 prisoners
died in a fight between inmates at
an other state prison in the bor-
der city of Reynosa, across from
McAllen, Texas. And in Septem-
ber 2008, two riots at La Mesa
state prison in the border city of
Tijuana across from Saij Diego,
California, killed at least 23 peo-
ple, including two inmates from
the U.S.

La Mesa prisoners argued that
officials weren't giving them food
and water, but prison officials
blamed troublemakers for the
violence.

US extradites Bosnian Serb
suspected of genocide

THE United States extradited to
Bosnia yesterday a former Serb
policeman suspected of taking
part in genocide against Muslims
in Srebrenica in 1995, Europe’s
worst massacre since World War
Two.

A spokesman for the state
prosecutor’ office, Boris Grube-
sic, said 45-year-old Nedjo Ikonic
had been arrested in the United
States on an international arrest
warrant.

He said lkonic was a com-
mander ofaspecial police brigade
operating within the Serb Repub-
lic interior ministry during the
Bosnian 1992-95 war that claimed
100,000 lives.

“In 1995 Ikonic commanded
the unit which together with the
Bosnian Serb army controlled
the roads to and out of the east-
ern town of Srebrenica,” Grubesic
told state radio.

Bosnian Serb forces, com-
manded by Gen. Ratko Mladic,
killed about 8,000 Bosnian Mus-
lim men and boys after the east-

ern town, which was a United
Nations-protected safe zone, fell
into their hands in 1995.

Most were Killed while try-
ing to escape through the woods,
and were either shot or arrested
and taken to places of execution
before burial in mass graves.

The U.N. war crimes tribu-
nal for the former Yugoslavia in
The Hague has sentenced seven
Bosnian Serbs for the Srebrenica
massacre. Nine more are on trial.
Miladic is still on the run, 14 years
after he was indicted.

Bosnian Serb wartime leader
Radovan Karadzic, whose trial
before the Hague-based court is
adjourned until March, denies all
11 counts of war crimes relating
to the Bosnian war, including the
genocide at Srebrenica.

The Bosnian war crimes court,
set up in 2005 to relieve the bur-
den on the Hague-based tribunal,
has put dozens of Bosnian Serbs
on trial over Srebrenica. Twelve
have been jailed, seven acquitted
and seven are still being tried.
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Invitation for Bids
' (IFB)

Name of Country: Nigeria ..

Name of Project; Adamawa State Health Systems DevelopmentProject If
Brief Description of Goods: Medical and Laboratory Equipment

Invitation for Bid No: ADSHSDPII/ICBG/003

Credit No: Crda522«NG

Date of Issue: January 25,2010

1 This Invitation for Bid follows the General Procurement Notice for the
Project that appears in the Development Business, issue no. 63? artd Daily
Trust newspaperof Nigeria of July 3" 2009.

2. The Federal Republic of Nigeria has received a Credit from the
International Development Association (World Bank) in various currenciesto
finance the cost of the Health System Development Project (Il). it is
intended that part of the proceeds of this Credit will be applied to eligible
payments under the contract for the Procurement of Medical and
Laboratory Equipment

3. The Adamawa State Health System Development Project () now
invites seated bids from eligible Bidders for the supply of Medical and
Laboratory EQuipment-

a) Equipment:*

Lotl e Descripti i . i i
e ription Gty Bld- mWy Delivery Location
No. Security Period
1 1 Medical Epiprent 34 Atlesst 120 AdamawaSlate Hdth
0 Systerrs Development
Shortre Projed 1Office, No. 35ASir
bid price Kashim IbrahimWay. Yola
2 1 Laboratory 425 o 120 -
Equipment 6
3 1 laboratory 678 o 120 [ 003
Consumebles
4 1 LaboratoryWares 6 do 10 -ao*
5
5 1 L|aoatoryfuritre 73 «© 120 -do
6 1 Laboratory Models, 54 o 120 -do-
Charts & Posters
? 1 Safetysuppliesactivity 379 o 120 v -do
kits &Sof“Wares
4. Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive

Bidding (ICB) Procedures specified In the World Bank's Guidelines:
Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, and is open to all
bidders from Eligible Source Countries as defined inthe Guidelines.5

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain furtherinformation from the
Adamawa State Health Systems Development Project Il, No, 35A,
Sir Kashim Ibrahim Way, Yola and inspect the bidding documents at
the address given below from 10 am - 3 pm Mondays - Fridays,
excluding Public Holidays.

6. Qualification requirements includes list of financial, technical,
legal and other requirements. Additional details are provided in the
Bidding Document. A margin of preference for eligible national
contractors shall not be applied,

7. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be
purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a written
application to the address below and upon payment of a non refundable
fee of ten thousand naira only (N10,000.00) or an equivalentamount ina
freely convertible currency. The method of payment will be by cash or
bank draft. Bidding documents will be available from Monday 25,2010

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below Adamawa State .

Health Systems Development Project li, No. 35A, Sir Kashim
Ibrahim Way, Yola at or before 12 noon March 18, 2010. Electronic
biddIQfl.wili not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be
opened in the presence of the bidders' representatives who choose to
attend in person or on-line at the address below Adamawa State Health
Systems Development Project H No. 35A, Sir Kashim Ibrahim Way,

Yola by12 noon on March 28,2010. All bids must be accompanied by:

a Bi«t Security ofat least 3 % the bid Price in local currency or an
equivalent amountin a freely convertible currency.
9. The address referred to above is
Pharm. Mansur A. Suleiman
Project Manager
Adamawa State Health Systems Development Project Il
No, 35A, Sir Kashim Ibrahim Way, Yola,
Tel: 08036517792, 07051271303
08052188539 (Procurement Officer}

Uf20iN K& MOSmAPLC

AUCTION! AUCTIONI[AUCTION!!!

NOTICE OF SALES OF PROPERTY MORTGAGED TO UNION
BANK OF NIGERIA PLC,

Union Bank of Nig. Pic- has its registered office at 38, Marina, Lagos as unpaid
mortgage pursuant to statutory right of sale conferred by Deed of legal mortgage,
intents to sell its interest in the following under listed properties, mortgaged with [BI
Branch, which is situated at 1Bl of Wukari, Taraba State.

MORTGAGOR DESCRIPTION LOCATION c oro DATE TIME
OF PROPERTY NO

Alft Ali Usman Residential No 87 Rimi Uku TS/1283S  3-2-2010 1lam
Opp. Dankoy's
Resident IBI

Imftanuei Residential No 42 Artyiiart Sir, T/S/10882 2-2.2010 10am

Okafer Opp Hilltop Hotel
Wukari

Egtwsm Ito RsSenfia! Kwararafa Ward TS/12649  2-2-2010 12pm

Johr™ Behind St, Mary
Church, Wukari

Okeke Aaron Residential Atoshi Street TS/10SS3  1-2-2010 10am
Wukari

Okeke Aaron Resietenfe! Avyi Ward GRA TS/10884  1-2-2010  12pm
Wufcari

CONDITION GOVERNING THE SALE

1 The sate is subject to the consideration and approval of the mortgagee at
theirabsolute discretion

2 The mortgagee reserves the right to withdraw the property from auction
without nobce before the auction or at the auction before the fail of the

auctioneer’s hammer.

3. Upon the fall of the hammer, the Auctioneer shall issue receipt to the
purchaser.

4, Deed of assignment in favor of purchaser shall prepare at the expense of
tie payment.

5. The Auctioneer and mortgagee shail not be responsible for possession in
favoroftie purchaser,

6. The purchaser will pay any outstanding ground rent to the state
government

7. The purchaser will make full payment on the spot oras agreed by the bank

SIGN
Watu Nig, Ltd

Licensed Auctioneer No 92 Hospital Road J/Yota Adamawa State.
Phone, 08034229341, 08054220360

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that the Federal Government
of Nigeria Treasury Bills of 91 and 182-day tenors amounting to N10,000,000,000
and N 30,000,000,000 respectively would be issued by Dutch auction on Thursday,
28/01/2010.

All Money Market Dealers should submit bids through the CBN TEMENGS
INTERNET BANKING between 9.00a.m and 11.00a,m on Wednesday
27/01/2010,
»

Each bid must be in multiple of N1.000 subject to a minimum of N10.000,
Authorized Money Market Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids. A bid may be
for authorized Money Market Dealers own account, Non-Money Market Dealers or
interested members of the public. The result of the auction would be announced by
11.S0a.mon Wednesday, 27/01/2010. The Bank reservesthe rightto reject any bid.

Allotment letters would be issued for successful bids on Thursday, 28/01/2010,
while payment for the successful bids should be made to your account with Central
Bank of Nigeria not later than 11,00am on Thursday, 28/01/2010,

*The Bank reserves the right to vary the amount on offer in line with market realities
prevailing as at the period of auction of the Nigerian Treasury bills.

ISSUES OFFICE
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TINUBU SQUARE
LAGOS.
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The Presidency
Office of the Director General

NATIONAL LOTTERY REGULATORY COMMISSION
ABUJA-NIGERIA

Tel:

08033174900, 08037*040360

INViimimn run t'Kt-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER FOR THE

DESIGN, FINANCE, INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF THE
ENHANCEMENT SYSTEM (MARES)
FOR THE NATIONAL LOTTERY REGULATORY COMMISSION.

The Ministry of Special Duties through the National Lottery
Regulatory Commission is desirous to enhance revenue
generation by lottery operators in line with realities within the
lottery section.

It isin this regard that interested, competent, experienced and
reputable organizations (Local or international), Joint Venture or
Consortium, with verifiable technical, and technological
expertise are invited to put in place an effective Monitoring and
Revenue Enhancement System to enhance revenue generation
by lottery operators in Nigeria.

SCOPE OF PROJECT
v

The project is a design, finance, construct, install, and operate
the Monitoring and Revenue Enhancement System pursuant to
a concession contract.

ly M IMlI<”~P O R EXPRESSION JQELINTEREST JFOR
PRIQUAU®" BY ORGANIZATION

fn order to qualify to be considered for participation, as part ofthe
Expression of Interest/Tender, each interested organization
must supply the following documents stated hereinafter. Failure
to submit any of the under-listed documents may lead to the
disqualification ofthe applicant;

' Company Registration and Certificate of Incorporation
Articles and Memorandum ofAssociation

SSSSSSSSI @ifcEiteaiheias

Profile ofkly staff6én9th includins the Curric*um Vitae and
nnnl'SL6 e”id®nbe of Previous or relevant project
cSmptetion' * 9 scope- ,ocation and certificate of
BSf@FSHE@F financia! caPab% and banking support (Bank

Evidence of payment of Non-refundabie Expression of
interest fee of one Million Naira (N1,000,000.00) payable
in BSnk Draft in favour of National Lottery Regulatory

Commission.

Evidence of ISO 9001 and ISO 27001 compliant policies
and procedures and must be able to satisfy the National
Lottery Regulatory Commission on this,

Detail plan on how it can enable the National Lottery

Regulatory”~commission to monitor the game of chance
business offsctivsfv in hinAriN~ H rrwit

QIHERRELEVANT INFORMATION
invlafontobid18 Simply an ExPress»®n of Interest and

The expression of interest shall not be construed as a
commitment on the part of the Ministry or Special
Duties/National Lottery Regulatory Commission n'or shall
(tentitle any company to make any claims whatsoever by

advertisement company havin9 responded to this

* Alt cost incurred in the preparation and submission of the
expression of Interest shall be borne entirely bv the
interested company.

Only short-listed companies shall be invited for tendering.

METHODOF APPLICATION

The Expression of interest documents shall be submitted in two

3 seafed enve!oP marked on the top left comer

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (MARES)” to be addressed to

the Ag Permanent Secretary, (Director, Parastatais) Ministry of

Special Duties, The Presidency. First Floor, Federal Secretariat
Room 3 A 189, Shehu Shagari Way, Maitama Abuja.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

This invitation for prequalification shall expire on Wednesday
10 February 2010 by 12 noon.

Pre-qualified applicants will be notified within one (1) week of
expiration.

Gmmissim.

Merit House, Plot ?? Aguiyf fronso Street, Maitama Abuja

Thursday, January 21, 2010 i
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NIGERIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

TAKE NOTICE that the payment of 2010 Annual If is instructive to note that due paym ent ivcctoo:
Bar Practicing Fees has commenced from i>f Janu- nance with the NBA constitution ison or before the
31st March, 2010

Tlie due? Banks approved to collect tie Annual

. L . .
Practicing Fees with customised tellers and the ac- Section 3(2L {ij fill provides *my member wim fails

count fwiwieriarc w neglects to pay the prescribed Annual
feet before the end of March in each year shall as
L  Guaranty Trust Bank Me long as h”kle remains in default* have no right

A m nl No. 323253120110

|ai ofaudience incourt
mX ItttffTOnNlififntal lan k Pfc

AccountNoO,jin n i _
Ib! to prepare, authenticate or frank any legal doc-

3k Access lanfe Pk
Account No. OTW1W1S144 As»€iati«L

Thepaymmrn shattit siadtfa all lie tancttis of

. ) ) Fees, as and when due, shall be deemed to be an act
the aforementioned Banks aaoss ilk* Nation.

of professional misconducf

For further enquiries please contact

NBA national Secretariat, Abuja -
& Swte Advocate of Nigeriaand 2 INKMCD PPaAIMm om *raminmm

e , NBA Lago* Office - (01m m ?, 4617649
I, Legal Pficliioiffs of 15years or more stand-

tag;postal

C Legal Prartitioners ut IOyears « morestanding ~ DATED THE €TH DAY OF JANUARY 2010
but less than 15pan post-call fIfIWO

A Legal fadilwitefs of Spars or namestanding,
tat less than 1®pais postaal  4860*00

I, Ltpl PiM faespflessthan5ware pw tal IBRAHIM EDDY MARK

% m m GENERAL SECRETARY
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT WUSE, ZONE 5 COURT 9, ABUJA

BEFORE HIS LORDSHIP: HON. JUSTICE O.0. GOOODLUCK
SUIT NO: FCT/HC/CV/428/07

BETWEEN:
ALHAJ, BASHIR DALHATU } PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT

1. NUHU RIBADU ESQ., '
2. DAAR COMMUNICATIONS LTD : } DEFENDANTS

CONSENT JUDGEMENT

Upon the application of T.T. Hyunde Esq. Learned Counsel for the Plaintiff praying this Court to enter Judgment as per the terms of
settlement filed on the 16 September, 2009 and upon E.G. Dim Esq., learned Counsel for the 2rsDefendants concurring to T.T.
Hyunde Esq., prayers, the terms of settlement contained in the minutes ofthe meeting held on Tuesday 28* July, 2009 between the
Plaintiffand the 2mDefendant are hereby enrolled as Consent judgment as follows:-

1. The management of the 2'5Defendant, Daar Communication Pic shall air an unreserved apology to the Plaintiff on AIT and
Ray Power FM 3times adayfor 7 consecutive days.

2. The same apology shall be published in a full page advert in the news segment of each of the following National dailies, that
is, This-Day, Daily Trust; The Sun and the Leadership Newspapers.

3. ihe Newspaper Publication shall run consecutively for five days in all the aforementioned newspapers.

4.  Notwithstanding, the factthat the case has been financially tasking and the Plaintiffs claim is for the sum of N2 Billion Naira
the Plaintiff hereby waives all financial claims against Chief Dokpesi in a gesture of friendship.

O O GOODLUCK fsC
hok jim m
15* 20Q*

TERMS OF SETTLEMENT
WHEREAS
Africa independent Television (AIT), a subsidiary of. DAAR Communications PLC had on the 4mDay of November 2008 and on
subsequent days thereafter aired a comment made by the immediate Past Chairman of the Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, alleging thatAlhaji Bashir Dalhatu had swindled a Foreign Shipping Company and ont>
Mr. Joseph Lopez Tapia to the tune of $15,000,000 {Fifteen Million Dollars),

AND WHEREAS

The said Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu had since 5 February, 2007- while Mallam Nuhu Ribadu was still the Chairman of EFCC qone to
court suing both Mallam Nuhu Ribadu and DAAR Communications Pic for Defamation of Character.

ANDWHEREAS
From facts available to AIT, it appears that such allegation can neither be true nor proven, and that AIT aired the alleged

, Defamatory Statements without-either giving Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu the opportunity of being heard or verifying the facts before
publishing same.

NOW THEREFORE
DAAR Communication Pic hereby renders an unreserved apology to Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu.,
AND Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu has graciously accepted the said apology without any financial considerations and has consequently

agl;egd to withdraw the case against DAAR Communication Pic ONLY, while proceeding with the case against Mallam Nuhu
Ribadu.*

INCONCLUSION

This information shall serve as notice to the General Public, particularly the Family, Friends, Colleagues and Associates of Alhaji
Bashir Dalhatu, before whom the said publications had demeaned him.

. k

Sswoue ishyri tX*rcro*. AUNtRttKi
Ry w



BUSINESS

GOVERNOR AMModu Sheriffof Borno State signing the 2010 appropriation bill in Maiduguri

FG disburses N300bn
subsidy to oil marketers

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE Federal Government has said
that it has disbursed over N300 billion
subsidy to oil marketers in the country
between August 2009 and January this
year.

Executive Secretary of the Petro-
leum Product Pricing Regulating
Agency (PPPRA), Abiodun Ibikunle
disclosed this yesterday during a tour
of oil facilities belonging to Folawiyo
energy Limited, MRS energy and Capi-
tal Oil and Gas in Lagos.

He added that the agency still has
an outstanding N27 billion to disburse
to marketers,'adding that the govern-
ment would strive to pay subsidy to the
marketers promptly from this year and
beyond.

Speaking, Chairman of the agency,
Senator Ahmadu Alii stated that the
Federal government was ready to part-
ner private companies to build refin-
eries in Nigeria, calling on all compa-
nies to take advantage of the on-going
reforms in the oil industry and build
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refineries.

Ali, aformer Chairman ofthe Peoples’
Democratic Party (PDP), on Tuesday
declared that the fuel scarcity is one ofthe
indicators that the Federal Government
has failed.

Nigeria, the biggest oil exporter in the
world has been wallowing in fuel short-
age for over six months now while the
Ministry of Petroleum Resources and the
Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC) have organized what analysts
believed to be a usual talk-shop.

Alii, the new Chairman of the Board
of Petroleum Product Pricing Regulating
Agency (PPPRA) spoke during a tour of
the oil facilities belonging to the NIPCo
Picin Lagos stressing thatitis no news that
the Federal Government is a failure with
its inability to check the fuel scarcity.

“We all know that the government
has failed,” Alii retorted pointing out that
unless “we get up and refine our products
by ourselves we will never be out of this
problem (of fuel scarcity.)”

Alii was received by the Tunji Adeniji
who represented the Managing Director of

Central (NGN)

0.3214

28.9733
215.6843

20«76
233.4489
145.9866

148.41

230.1527
1.6058

0.3014
28.7781
214.231
238.4799
39.3093
231.8759
145.003
147.41
228.6019
1.595

0.3114
28*8757
214.9577
239.2888
39.4427
232.6624
145.4948
147.91
229.3773
1.6004

the NIPCO Pic.

Adeniji however, declared that
NIPCo, an indigenous company was
planning to build a refinery in Nigeria
with capacity to refine 1TJ0, 000 barrels
of oil per day.

The former PDP Chair stated that the
scarcity has rendered the import license
given to marketers useless. “We all know
what happens to the banking sector, with
banksjittery to give loans, marketers who
have licenses do not have funds to import
product,” he said.

He expressed confidence that the
Petroleum Industry Bill (P1B) will, after
passage, empowers the PPPRA to look
after the nation’s downstream business
and later allow the agency to solve the
scarcity problem.

The Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC), which was hith-
erto responsible for importation of47 per
cent out of the 32 million litres of fuel
consumed in Nigeria daily has been sin-
gle handedly importing 100 per cent due
to the withdrawal of oil marketers from
the importation.

BUYING
DOLLAR woorrrmsensnnessesseese N152
EURO worrrrrnrnsn N220
POUNDS coererenrnnsmrsnsnsnnsnns N250

POUNDS
Source: S&/ Bureau de Change, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja.

0805 1000 536

INDIA is to invest 359 million dollars in two
Nigerian oil blocs, Mr Mahesh Sachdev, the
country’s High Commissioner to Nigeria, has
said. The two blocks, OPL 279 and OPL 285,
are being jointly explored by Indian joint ven-
ture company of ONGC Videsh and Lakshmi
Mittal’s Mittal Investments Sari (MIS), known
as ONGC Mittal Energy Ltd, incorporated in
Cyprus.The exploration for the blocs, which
are located in the Gulf of Guinea, is for five
years, from 2007 to 2012, Sachdev told the
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja on
Wednesday.

He said that funding of 359 million dollars
to ONGC Videsh Ltd, overseas arm, for the exe-
cijtion ofthe first exploration phase in the two
Nigerian deepwater blocks, had been endorsed
by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA).He added that the budgeted estimates
for the first phase of exploration included sig-
nature bonus and acquisition cost.

Also, the envoy said that aMemorandum of
Understanding, MoU, had been signed between

a Mumbai-based consulting and human
resources specialist, Acubes Solutions (ACPL),
to offer skills development and enhancement
programmes to graduate students in Nigeria.

He said the MoU was signed recently in
New Delhi by Nigeria’s Minister of Labour and
Productivity, Mr Adetokunbo kayode, and his
Indian counterpart, Mr Mallikarjun Kharge.
Sachdev explained further that the programme
had been launched under the employment gen-
eration pilot scheme of the Ministry of Labour
and Productivity with the objective of training
more than 12,000 students in 2011.

“Based on the success of the pilot project,
ASPL will suggest short courses to the Minis-
try to be offered to graduate students in Nigeria
so that their employment potential would be
enhanced considerably, primarily in the IT and
telecom domains,” the envoy said. (NAN).

Stock Market Index
Date: Wednesday, January20,2010

Index: 2231.66

Deal: 24,265
Volume: 667,864,862
Value; N 2347,942355.88
Cap.: N 5,325,847,617,989.17
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Poor sales mar local
chicken business In Kano

From Halima Musa, Kano

THE low patronage oflocal chickenbybuyers iscrumbling the
poultry business in Kano. For their own personal reasons, peo-
ple now prefer buying the hybrid chickens; popularly known as
agric fowls to the local ones. This new development, according
to findings is posing a great threat to the local chicken business
in Kano. Before the agric chicken; local chicken was the main
source ofpqultry meat for many people. Eitheron ordinarydays
or on festivities days, people buy local chicken to prepare their
ownmeals.

Malam Abdullahi Ahmad Zango, chairman, Kasuwar
Rimi Yan Kaji development association, inan exclusive inter-
view with Daily Trust said the sale was low because people
prefer the agric chickens for its meat and convenience.

“Most chickenbuyersgo for the agric chickenbecause ithas
more meat and the way it is being packaged makes itsprepara-
tion more convenient,” he said.

He attributed the problem to the fact that most ofthe people
buying the agric chicken were the rich people that belong to
the class of the elites and politicians, saying this group ofpeo-
ple prefers modem things to the local ones. “The poor people
don't buy chickens, it is the rich people among the elites and
the politicians that buy chicken and unfortunately this group
ofpeople prefer the modem to the local ones which is sweeter
and healthier,” he posited.

Zango added thatthe booming period for the local chicken
businesswas during such festivities like sallah and maulud. “We
make big sales during sallah and maulud. This is the only time
that the poor people save moneyto buythe chickenso thatthey
could celebrate the important occasions.”

Explaining the business, the chairman said they have been
selling chicken in the Rimi market for the past thirtyyears. It
started at the old market and when the market was relocated to
its present site, the business was also relocated to the new site.

He revealed that their major source of local chicken was
Bauchi State. “Even though we do get chicken from the state,
our major source is Bauchi state. Itis only in Bauchi state that
you canalways getlocal chickens in large quantityat any time of
theyear,” he said. Accordingto him, chickensin Kano Statewere
seasonal, mostly during the harmattan and raining seasons.

He further explained that to start the chicken business fully,
one would need not less than twenty thousand. “To start this
business one will need notless than N20,000. Thiswillenablea
person to buya number ofchickens, transport itand buy a cage
for putting the fowls in, “he said.

He added that to start the business, the beginner must get the
consentoftheassociation, and the association hasto be satisfied
with all the information he would be required to give.

Daily Trustalso learntthatpeople that have interestin doing

FG revives 600 hectares
of land for grazing

From Aliyu Machika, Katsina Projects Division Dr.

Aminu A. Umar said 400

the business but have no fund to start can start by performing
meaner works, such as slaughtering, plucking and cutting the
chicken into pieces. To have ones chicken slaughtered and cut
to pieces he pays N20 for each chicken. Apart from the N20 paid
for each chicken, such organs like the liver, the kidney, the ,leg,
intestinesand the heads are left for the workers and they inturn
sale itto people that come solely for these organs.

Depending onthe number, these organsare packed in large
quantity and sold to food sellers at the cost 0f N500 to N 1000.
Daily Trustfurther learnt that there are people that prefer these
organsto the real meat, and theygo to these food sellersto enjoy
the delicacies. A chicken is sold at N500 to N700 depending
on its size as against the agric chicken that sale for a thousand
or more.

Itis from this meaner work that a person interested in the
business would begin to save so that he can start the business

in earnest.

Asked how they had fare during the bird flu epidemic, the
chairman said they were compelled to close shops uptil when
itwas over. He stated that most of them stopped making fresh
purchase; theytried to salewhatwas on ground and later closed
their shops and waited for the whirlwind to pass.

Zango was however, optimistic that with time the market
wouldbouncebacktolife because people would come to realise
that it was better to consume the local chicken than the agric
ones. He added that the local chicken was more nutritious,
sweeter and harmless because they were not fed by chemically
prepared food.

He noted that the local chickens were mostly fed from the
remnants offoods cooked for human consumptions and even
where a special food was prepared for them, itwas prepared
from the local foods available in the area.

'25 per cent of Northern
pastoralists now In South7/

THE Federal Government
has said that it has already
revived 600 hectares of
land in Katsina State for
the purpose of postural
grazing.

The FG is also working
towards the completion of
about 43 grazing dams for
pastoralists as a means of
recalling the Fulani herds-
men back to their original
location to develop agri-
cultural sector especially
in the North.

Taking round delegates
of the National Commit-
tee on Pastoralists to the
grazing sites, the Dep-
uty Projects Manager of
the National Livestock

hectares have already been
fenced- for easy control
of the livestock while the
remaining 200 where yet
to be fenced.

According to Dr. Umar
the sites where located at
Ruma in Batsari, Runka
in Safana and Kankara in
Kankara Local Govern-
ment Areas. Both sites are
to be used by the pastoral-
ists.

He disclosed that land
encroachers have already
entered about 10,000 hec-
tares of the 122, 000 hec-
tares belonging to the fed-
eral government despite
the warning against such
encroachment.

By Aliyu Machika, Katsina

OVER 25% of pastoralists
from northern Nigeria are
now residingpermanentlyin
different areas of the south-
ern part of the country, a
committee report has gaid.
The report also revealed
that about 45% of livestock
farming has been taken over
by the south, thereby posing
athreat of short supply from
the region to other places.
Secretary of the Sultan
Committee on Farmers/
Catde Rearers Conflict Res-
olution Alhaji Saleh Bayari
made this known in Katsina

yesterday while on a tour of
the projects being executed
by both states and federal
governmenton grazing facil-
ities for pastoralists.

He expressed worry that
if northern Nigeria did not
wake up to its responsibility,
the south will no doubt take
away the whole pastoralists.

According to him, in the
past, the pastoralists use to
leave the southern region
after rainy season due to
problem of Tse-tse fly, say-
ing that due to intervention
from southern states govern-
ment, the problem has since
been solved.

He said, “The Sultans
Committee on Farmers Cat-
tle Rearers Conflict Resolu-
tion has conducted a survey
and found out that the north
is loosing so much in terms
ofboth pastoralists and live-
stock to the south. If our
governmentespecially states
government do not inter-
vene we will soon be buying
from therrrwhichistoo dam-
aging to us.

“You cannot imagine a
situation where the south-
erngovernmentis giving the
pastoralists funds and other
assistants to take care of
their animals and livestock.

Theyalso buy chemicals and
fumigate the bushes where
the pastoralists live and feed”.

The report also re-
vealed that about
45% of livestock
farming has been
taken over by the
south, thereby
posing athreat

of short supply
from the region to
other places.
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Nigeria switches to
energy saving bulbs

By Romoke W. Ahmad

IN the continuing effort
to rectify power problem
in the country, Energy
Commission of Nigeria
has continued with the
replacement of energy
consuming bulbs with
energy saving lamps in
Abuja and some states of
the federation.

The lamps vary from
18watts, 14watts and
8watts that are equivalent
to 100, 60 and 40 watts
of the energy consuming
bulbs respectively. The
lamps, according to the
residents of estates are
brighter than incandes-
cent lamps, conducive for
eyes, and durable because

each lamp has 6,000 hours
of life span and it does not
emit heat like other lamps.

This was made known
by Engineer Ahmad Tijani
Ahmad, scientific-officer,
energy commission of
Nigeria during the con-
tinuation of the house to
house replacement exer-
cise ofone million compact
fluorescent lamps which
took place at the weekend
in Abuja and some parts of
the country.

Ahmad said the ini-
tiative for this exercise
came up in 2007 at a
workshop organized by
the Energy Commission
of Nigeria, world energy
council, Nigeria national
committee, and commit-

tee on energy efficiency
in Nigeria at the world
energy council on energy
efficiency in Nigeria.

“It was concluded at
the workshop to embark
on using the compact
fluorescent lamps (CFL)
in the member states
and Nigeria through the
energy commission of,
Nigeria, Cuban govern-
mentand ECOWAS decide
to start implementing the
outcome that reflect the
use of CFL while the trio
signed a memorandum of
understanding to start up
the project which consist
of one million CFL to be
replaced within Nigeria
with specific focus in the
FCT,” Ahmad said.

Banks chiefs say sack of staff may continue

CHIEF Executive Offic-
ers (CEOs) of banks on
Tuesday in Abuja gave an
indication that the ongo-
ing sack of staff may con-
tinue, basing their action
on unfavourable business
conditions.

The Chief Executive
Officers of Access Bank
Pic, Mr Aig Imoukede and
Finbank Pic, Mrs Suzanne
Iroche, told newsmen that
the decision to cut down
allowances and reduce
staff strength were taken to
reposition the banks.

Imoukede said the banks
had done their cost analy-
sis as well as revenue pro-
jections and realised that
it would be difficult to stay
in business with a large
number of staff.

According to him, the
non-performing portfolio
of banks had become very
high and the institutions
had to find away of cutting
costs.

“Even within the Bank-
ers Committee, we dis-
cussed the realities of the
challenges that face peo-
ple who are no longer
employed, particularly at
this time and everything
that is done must be done
with a human face.

“Through cognition
of the fact that when the
industries are taken, the
decision that must be
bound, they should be
prepared to welcome back
people who are in the job
market.

“But definitely, we are

extremely concerned
about our colleagues who
may find themselves out of
employment,” he said.

Iroche said the decision
to right size was not collec-
tively taken by the banks,
adding that each bank
looked at its profile and
decided on reducing staff
strength.

“This is not something
you want to do forever. You
want to do it now and get
over it,” he said.

The Director of Bank-
ing Supervision , Mr Sam
Oni, said the decision by
the banks to cut down the
number of staff was not
directed by the CBN.

He said the decisions of
the banks were purely busi-
ness-based.(NAN).

Lawmaker takes N200m MDG projects to Yobe

From Isa Umar Gusau, Maiduguri

HOUSE of Representatives member Khad-
ijaBukar Abba Ibrahim said she has lobbied
the Millennium Development Goals office
to execute some key projects valid at about
two hundred million naira in Yobe State.

Khadija, who represents Damaturu,
Gujba, Gulani and Tarmuwa federal con-
stituency of Yobe State, said the projects
include six standard boreholes spread
across the four local government areas in

*her constituency valid at about N100 mil-
lion which aim at boosting water supply in
the area.

She also said she influenced the supply of
hospital equipments to two primary health
centres each at the cost of N45 million also
through the MDG to enhance health care
delivery.

The lawmaker also said using her
membership of the House Committee on
Communications she facilitated the estab-
lishment of an ICT centre at a secondary

school in Damaturu so as to train pupils
oninternet based educational research and
also provide them access to electronic study
materials.

The lawmaker equally noted that she has
lobbied the MTN Foundation towards the
building of a Kidney Dialysis centre at the
General Hospital also in Damaturu, the
Yobe capital which will assist people with
kidney related ailments.

The representative said her focus in
2010 year is to partner with the National
Directorate of Employment (NDE) to
train youths on vocational trades after
which she would provide them with tools
to start up their own trades. She recalled
that she had donated 430 telephony cen-
tres with each comprising sets of tables,
chairs, an umbrella and mobile phones to
some youths while she had also given out
43 giant size husking machines with each
allocated to women under cooperatives in
each ward for commercial husking of rice
as source of employment.

FAAN completes emergency centre for MMIA

From Nahimah Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos

AS part of its preparation to meet the cer-
tification requirements of the Nigerian
Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA), towards
attaining Category One status for the Lagos
Airport, the Federal Airports Authority of
Nigeria has completed the construction of
an Emergency Operation Centre(EOC) at
the Murtala Muhammed International Air-
port, Lagos.

The multi million naira World Bank
assisted project is a control centre that would
coordinate emergency situations such as fire
rescue, bomb threat, hijack rescue operation
orterroristactivitiesatairports. The availabil-
ity ofan EOC is a basic requirement for the
certification ofinternational airportby ICAQO.

Accordingto FAAN s Managing Director
Mr. Richard Aisuebeogun, the project is 95%
completed in MMIA and Nnamdi Azikiwe
International Airport, Abuja, while that of
Malam Aminu Kano International Airport
(MAKIA) Kano is 50 percent completed.

He explained that provision has been
made for an Emergency Operation Centre
at the Port Harcourt International Airport,
Omagwa in the 2010 budget.

Mr. Aisuebeogun, who said this while
outlining the World Bank assisted projects
in FAAN to the visiting World Bank supervi-
sion mission atthe Authority’s headquarters
in Lagos, said all the projects were interde-

pendent on safety and security at airports
across the country.

According to him, the provision of CCTV
is of great importance especially with the
recent terrorist threats in the aviation world.
In this direction, he appealed=to the World
Bank to ensure the early completion of the
project, stressing that there was need to
improve on the technology ofthe CCTV for
optimum performance.

The FAAN boss hinted that the provision
ofequipment for electronic identity card sys-
tem and badges would assist the Authority
in identifying those who are barred from the
restricted areas of the airport.

He however appealed to the World Bank
to improve on the level ofperformance ofthe
project by providing more logistic support
to the Project Steering Committee to ensure
the completion ofthe entire project in 2010-

The FAAN’'s Managing Director, also
urged the World Bank team to assist the
Authority inthe provision ofequipmentand
other related materials for the mitigation of
bird strike hazard at the country’s airports.

>+ He also appealed to the bank to assist in

provision ofadditional 3D body scanners for
all the international airports in the country.

The leader of the team, Mr. Pierre Pozzo
di Borgo in his response said the supervision
mission was in Nigeria on routine supervi-
sion mission of the bank carried out twice
in ayear.

This is to bring to the notice of the genera! public that Chief |
Oluwole Adeiana of the National Planning Commission, the |
Presidency, Abuja was last seen on Sunday 3, January 2010 at |
about 9:00pm around Area 1, Garki, Abuja. Chief Oluwole is j
ofaverage height, dark in complexion and speaks English and
Yoruba fluently. Anyone with useful information on hisj
whereabout should please contact the nearest police station or }
any ofthe following phone numbers:

08034484762, 08133139156, 07033229634, 07058019014,

08037872585
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All guests are seated

Arrival of Guest Speakers and Special
Guests

Arrival of Chairman of the Occasion,
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR
Arrival of Special Guest of Honour
National Anthem

Introduction of Guests

Address of Welcome by
Chairman/CEO, Media Trust Ltd, -
Malam Kabiru A. Yusuf

Keynote Address by Special Guest of
Honour - Hajia Turai Yar’Adua,

First Lady, Fed. Rep. of Nigeria
Opening Remarks by Chairman of the
occasion

Dialogue ! Dialogue!! Dialogue!!!
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LIMITETD

/—\ M

12:45 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:45 p.m.

1:50 p.m.
1:55 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Theme:
*rhiel r .-ar, >\ A/ornam
and! Boliticsi

M E

Speakers:

Hajiya Naja’atu Mohammed

Ms. Samia Nkrumah

Senator Kofo Bucknor - Akerele

Winnie Madhikizeia-Mandela
Presentation of the 6th Dialogue Book
Comments fromvguests and audience.
Closing Remarks by Chairman of the occasion
Vote of Thanks by MD/COQO, Media Trust Ltd,
Alhaji Isiag A, Ajibola
Closing Prayers
National Anthem r
Guests depart

Date: Thursday, 21 January, 2010

Venue: Congress Hall, Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja

Time: 10.00 am

%
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Your investment in FGN Bonds is a good store of value
and a solid saving for various purposes: marriage expenses,
school fees, building or buying a house,
starting a business, setting up a foundation trust,
funding a community project etc.

By investing in FGN Bonds you are a patriot, helping to achieve
the Seven-Point Agenda of President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua.
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Rice iImportation and govt recklessness

SAYYADI Abba Ruma Agric Minister
By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

LAST year, when there was global shortfall in rice produc-
tion, the human race panicked and there was the cry of
food crisis on every lip. At that time major rice produc-
ing countries such as Brazil, Thailand and India reduced
importation, thereby exposing the fragility of food suf-
ficiency in several countries especially in the third world
nations such as Nigeria. Like one in slumber, authorities
in Nigeria awoke to the reality of poor food storage policy
and that the few silos that dot the country are most of the
times empty. Nigeria spends over N25billion to import
rood annually.

It was at that time that the Senate reacted by setting
up an ad-hoc committee which investigated the reasons
behind shortage of rice and by extent the much touted
food crisis in the country. The Committee which was
chaired by Senator Abdullahi Idris (PDP, Gombe) con-
ducted public hearings on the matter and also went on
tour across the country. Though the committee is yet to
table its report for debate, there were a lot of revelations
during the sessions.

For instance, several contractors of abandoned silos
were exposed to have collected money for the projects but
absconded. It was also revealed that instead of releasing
grams in the silos to the market at peak periods to crash
prices, the National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) prefers
to share the grains to traditional rulers and prominent
people who will in turn ensure it trickles down to their
followers and loyalists.

On its part, the President Umaru Musa Yaradua
administration reacted to the rice shortage by releasing
the sum of N80 billion as emergency fund for importation
ofrice into the country. The money was sourced from the
Natural Resources Fund which is to take care of emer-
gencies. That act widely criticized by several profession-
als and technocrats as an unwise spending arguing that
the money would have been invested into boosting the
nations agric sector. On a second though, government
denied direct importation explaining that the fund is to
be invested in the agriculture sector while it waived all
duties on rice importation. Whichever way, the govern-
ment utilised public fund in boosting rice production in
other countries while Nigeria is left as aconsumer nation.

However, a tour of some major irrigation projects
across the country exposes the factors militating against
sufficient rice production in the country. Recently the
Senate Committee on Water Resources visited River
Basins Development Authorities (RBDAS) in South-East
and South-South zones as part of its oversight function.
The visit uncovered the inefficiency of government offi-

cials managing key agricultural production
projects. The tour took senators to the fertile
irrigation land at the Lower Anambra Irri-
gation Project at Omor in Anambra State.
The project was commissioned in 1987
with the target of producing large quantity
of standard rice for food sufficiency in the
country and possibly for export. The Anam-
bra- Imo Rivers Basin Development Author-
ity which manages the irrigation project had
cleared 3850 hectares of farm land to be allo-
cated to local rice farmers. A dam was also
constructed with pumping machines to sup-
ply water through the canals all across the
farm land to ensure all year rice production.
To complement the expected large pro-
duction, a rice mill was constructed with a
capacity to turn out 5.5 tonnes of rice per
hour. But the project has joined the array
offailed projects that dot the country. Dur-
ing the senators’ visit, the entire farm land is
overgrown with weeds as there is no longer
dry season farming. This is as a result of
collapse of the pumping machine that takes
n water from the dam for supply through the
canals.
The canals have also been blocked by silt.
\ The local farmers now only rely on rainfall
| and this has defeated the aim of the found-
ers of the project. Worse still, the rice mill
at Omor has not milled a single grain of
rice since 2004 when the machines devel-
oped faults.
Explaining the failure of the project to
senators, Managing Director of the river
basin, Engineer C.A Uzoho said contract for rehabilita-
tion of the rice mill was awarded in 2004 at the cost of
N1.3 billion. But that government failed to release funds
for completion and even when allocation is made in the
budget for the project, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Water Resources prefers to short change the irrigation
project.

He said in the 2008 budget the project was to receive
300 million for rehabilitation of the abandoned rice mill
but that the money was released to the ministry but was
never remitted to the river basin while in the 2009 budget
a zero allocation was made in respect of the irrigation
project. Engr. Uzoho said the projectnow require another
N2.3 billion for rehabilitation due to variation ofthe con-
tract sum brought about by higher inflation rate.

One would have expected that, government should
invest part of the N80 billion special rice fund on the
Omor irrigation project to increase local production, but
nothing was released for turnaround maintenance of the
mill. So, as government was empowering rice farmers in
India, USA, Brazil and other countries, local rice farmers
in the country got no encouragement. Consequently, the

HE abandoned rice mill at Omor in Anambra State.

local farmers continue to have poor harvest.

But in real terms, the project was conceptualised as to
generate revenue and save government the cost of running
the machines and maintenance of the water pumps and
canals. There is provision for collection of payments on
plots ofland while farmers were expected to also pay some
amount for water supply drawn from the canals. The rice
mill was to serve as collection point where farmers were
to take their rice produce for processing. This was to be
done through cooperatives while the irrigation project
mop up the rice and then pay the farmers after deducting
cost ofproduction. By the original arrangement, the irri-
gation was never intended to be a liability on government.

Reverse is however the case at the moment. Even as the
project is redundant, government continue to pay salaries
of many civil servants attached to the project. The man-
a8ing director said the farmers no longer take rice to the
mill for processing. This could be as a result of the fact
that the river basin has failed to provide them with basic
requirement to boost thejr harvest. Uzoho said local rice
mills in the area have pushed the government rice mill
reputed to be the largest in West Africa out of business.

The Japanese technology used in construction of the
irrigation provided for diesel powered machines and at
the time construction diesel was sold at about 80 kobo per
litre. With Nigeria as a major oil producer, the Japanese
never expected shortage of diesel. At present one of the
reasons for the collapse of the machines is lack of diesel.
As a contingency measure, the technology also enables
the rice mill to be powered by the husk removed from the
rice. This is also not possible as no rice is being milled.

Members ofthe committee were stunned by the revela-
tion that the river basin has not been remitting Internally
Generated Revenue (IGR) to government while the whole
landscape ofthe irrigation project is covered by untended
weed. Chairman of the committee, Senator Bassey Ewa-
Henshaw queried the management of the irrigation
project saying the founders ofthe project anticipated a self
sustaining project that could generate revenue and remit
part of it to government. Senators rejected the request of
the management for allocation 0fN2.3 billion in the 2010
budget for rehabilitation of the mill. \

A member of the committee, Senator Satty Davies
Gogwim said there is no need to rehabilitate the mill.
According to him, since the farmers no longer take their
rice to the mill for processing and there is no longer dry
season farming, the management will find it difficult to
convince government to release funds for rehabilitation

As the committee travelled through Enugu, Anambra,
Ebonyi, Imo, Rivers, Akwa-Ibom and Cross River States
inspecting dams and irrigation projects, the story is that
of abundant potentials for food production thwarted
by poor management and the attendant failed projects
Nigeria continues to spend over N25 billion annually
on importation of various food items, even as it has the
potentials not only to ensure food sufficiency for the peo-
ple but to also export to other countries.

fjrfc;
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2ND-TIER SECURITIES
ADSWITCH PLC

CAPITAL OIL PLC

SECTOR Totals
AGRICULTURE

AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC
FTN COCOA PROCES. PLC
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC
OKOMUO. PALM COY PLC
PRESCO PLC

SECTOR Totals

AIR SERVICES
AIRL/SERV. &LOG. PLC
NIG. AV. HAND. COY PLC
SECTOR Totals
AUTOMOBILE &TYRE
DN TYRE & RUBBER PLC
R.T. BRISCOE (NIG.) PLC
SECTORTotals

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC
DIAMOND BANK PLC
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
FIRST CITY MON. BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC

FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC
FINBANKPLC
GTBANKPLC
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONT. BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC
BANK PHB PLC

SKYE BANK PLC.

SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC
UNT.B. FOR AFR. PLC.
UN/BANK OF NIG. PLC
UNITYBANK PLC

WEMA BANK PLC

ZENITH BANK PLC
SECTORTotals

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKACEMENTPLC
BEN. CEMENT COY PLC
CEMENT CO. OF N/NIG.PLC
LAFARGEWAPCO PLC
SECTORTotals
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS NIG. PLC
CHEM.& ALL PROD. PLC
DN MEYER PLC
NIG.-GERM. CHEM. PLC
SECTORTotals
COMMERCIAL/SERV.
AFROMEDIA PLC

C/VILLE INVEST. PLC

RED STAR EXPRESS PLC
SECTORTotals

COMP. & OFFICE EQUIP.
OMATEK VENTURES PLC
SECTORTotals
CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS(NIG.) PLC
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC
TRANS. CORP. OF NIG. PLC
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC

G. CAPPA PLC

JULIUS B. NIGERIA PLC
M/VERSE RESOURCES PLC
ROADS NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
FOOD/BEVERAGES &TOB.
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC
BIG TREAT PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REF. PLC
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC
HONEYWELtF. MILL PLC
P.S. MANDRIDES PLC

NAT. SALT COY NIG. PLC
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC
N/NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC

GAINERS

NodDes QGaot(N) Qartity Traosd
2 2.30 40.000
7 0.53 122.019.000
9 122,059,000
2 0.86 376,925
23 0.67 1,545,500
13 0.65 426.100
1 22.75 864
5 5.60 35,600
44 2,384,989
15 2.56 453. J50
82 8.62 1,053,862
97 1,507,812
28 0.50 8,384,885
9 6.27 20,233
37 8,405,118
188 8.05 10,725,135
66 «2.90 5,138,530
104 7.80 9,281,087
9 9.60 213,322
59 8.55 3,123,765
181 251 17,368,677
830 14.80 27,908,619
119 0.64 21,496,204
377 16.49 8,312,863
32 8.00 1,281,374
102 2.02 1,788,088
202 2.13 7,733,971
486 1.96 6,108,654
115 5.93 2,528,760
29 0.86 3,549,093
57 1.37 7,059,104
182 11.22 16,674,175
210 6.41 3,091,106
43 0.92 24,473,646
47 1.08 4,269,737
280 15.49 6.853.996
3,718 188,979,906
87 13.95 2,388,049
39 50.45 822,233
41 14.80 531,994
49 30.00
216 4,125,282
1 3.36 229,783
5 28.00 8,736
2 5.13 1,048,920
4 15.04 400
12 1,287,839
5 0.67 520,000
4 0.50 158,000
7 241 96,160
16 774,160
19 0.60 1,168,000
19 1,168,000
20 2.54 1,107,939
53 25.00 503,694
58 0.52 16,657,180
40 40.00 539,583
67 25.16 2(E1,412
238 20,889,808
41 3.52 2,062,939
1 14.46 25,000
6 2850 ii,-21
4 0.50 225,500
5 3.46 110,300
57 241- 5,060
1 29.40 6,261
15 0.90 491,827
33 14.11 402,285
237 12.60 3,438,638
69 15.00 3,038,256
37 38.00 98,836
4 8.07 2,600
1 5.95 4,120
90 6.65 3,530,249
23 26.00 140,727
26 252.00 95,584
1 21.80 473

NBC

NB

CADBURY

CCNN

\diedfSaesd

87,600.00
64,670,340.00
64,757,940.00

324,155.50
1.031.579.50
278.469.00
18,679.68
189.392.00
1,842,275.68

1,097,618.00
9,077,428.15
*10,175,046.15

4.192.442.50
4,313,03118

86,561,534.81
15,281,239.39
72,113,127.85
2,047,891.20
26,926,052.82
44,657,163.62
401,871,255.84
13,527,849.96
140,167,859.10
10,121,035.40
3,611,937.76
16,451,256.91
12,160,439.65
15,041,401.54
3,047,109.42
9,886,493.93
185,318,208.00
19,698,446.09
23,365,417.72
4,625,865.25
104,962,798.97
1,211,444,385.23

33,127,772.20
41,343,789.61
7,568,648.25
11,543,887.89
93,584,097.95
Vv
772,070.88
233,777.60
5,380,959.60
5,716.00
6,392,524.08

334,900.00

79,000.00
231,745.60
645,645.60

693,180.00
693,180.00

2,814,165.06
12,594,317.91
8,524,031.50
21,585,463.37
51,418333.43
96,936,311.27

7,432,224.10
343,500.00
307,788.00
112,750.00
381,638.00
8577,900.10

184,847.10
453,510.26
5,676,241.35
43,700,294.05
45,5682,927.97
3,698,383.80
21,270.00
23,319.20
23,411,208.59
3,656,466.39
25,213,549.95
9,795.83

1.00
0.89
0.67
0.65
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)

Wednesday, January 20,2010

LOSERS

TANTALIZERS PLC 19 0.85
UTC NIGERIA PLC 0.90
SECTORTotals 569
FOOTWEAR
LENNARDS NIGERIA PLC. 1 4.05
SECTORTotals 1
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 10 1.08
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 39 1.97
GLAXOSM. CONS.NIG.PLC 19 22.01
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC. 15 5.47
NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PLC 10 1.68
UN/DIAG. & CLIN. SERV. PLC 21 0.65
SECTOR Totals 114
IND/DOMESTIC PROD.
ALUMACO PLC 25.02
FIRSTALUMINIUM NIG.PLC 5 0.48
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 33 5.54
SECTORTotals 39
INF. & COMM. TECHN.
CHAMS PLC 28 068
E-TRANZACT INT. PLC 5 6.08
MASS TEL. INNOV. NIG. PLC 3 0.50
STARCOMMS PLC 1 2.00
SECTORTotals 47
INSURANCE
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 67 0.97
CONTINENT. REINSUR. PLC 15 1.05
CORNERSTONE INS. CO. PLC. 20 0.54
CUST. AND ALLIED INS. PLC 24 2.80
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3 0.50
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 3 0.61
GUAR. TRUST ASSUR. PLC 30 2.10
INT. ENERGY INS. COY PLC 34 0.64
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 32 0.54
L/UNION& ROCK INS. PLC. 7 0.56
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 2 0.50
MUTUAL BEN. ASSUR.PLC 22 0.64
N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC. 23 0.55
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 5 0.96
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 3 3.80
REG. ALLIANCE INS.COYPLC 5 0.50
SOVEREIGN TRUSTINS. PLC 3 0.50
STACO INSURANCEPLC 1 1.04
STAND. ALLIANCE INS. PLC 18 0.58
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 13 0.78
UNITY KAP. ASSURANCE PLC 3 1.78
UNIVERSAL INS. COY PLC 10 0.50
INTERCONT.WAPIC INS.PLC 71 099
SECTORTotals 364
MEDIA
DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC 15 0.52
SECTORTotals 15
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
ASO SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 24 0.66
RES. SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 5 0.50
UN/HOMES SAV.&LOANSPLC 32 0.98
SECTORTotals 61
OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC. 37 1.24
DEAP CAP.MAN.&TRUSTPLC 2 2.02
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 23 0,59
SECTORTotals 62
PACKAGING
NIG. BAG MAN. COY PLC 17,845  1.59
SECTORTotals 17,845
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 58 36.50
BECO PETROL. PROD. PLC 14 2.29
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC 4 69.79
CONOIL PLC 28 33.57
XiCnINrtUiL o tuAj m 6.10
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 12 99.95
OANDO PLC 21 93.99
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 17 150.00
SECTORTotals 191
PRINTING &PUBLISHING
ACADEMY PRESS PLC. 6 87
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 4 900
SECTORTotals 5 HHinm
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROP. DEV. CO. PLC 8 20.50
SECTORTotals 8
TEXTILES
UNIT. NIGERIA TEXT. PLC 6 1.81
SECTORTotals 6
THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
ECOBANKTRANS.INCORP. 24 14.36
SECTORTotals 24
OVERALL Totals 24,265

ALUMACO

AP

ECOBANK

ZENITHBANK

770,550
2,000
12,022,406

2,069,008
2,069,00*

144,394
2,502,881
123,525
114,674
158,879
2,184,274
5,228,631

51,000
422,333
1,268,252
1,741,585
IVARE
2,311,579
2,100,000
6,533,000
87,457
11,032,033«

1,897,394
1,395,235
2,942,210
24,040,287
'51,000
86,500
1,843,300
3,844,142
1,974,650
231,779
38,500
2,284,934
875,362
253,897
64,000
12,967,800
38,500
2,500,000
518,750
585,700
158,000,000
401,984
1,175,922
218,011,846

180,567
180,567

2,420,000

802,000
1,222,512
4,444,512

3,005,000
23,000
21,875,78/i
24,903,787

20,381,172
20,381,172

443,986
82,308
5,410
253,087

11,020
92,291
57,332
1,567,305

2,000
35,400
37,400*

63,987
63,987

274,940
274,940

1,078,978
1,078,97a

659,549.50
1,800.00
152,293,163.99

8,379,482.40
8,379,482.40

155,945.52
4,918,075.57
2,718,742.90

627,136.78

260,792.33
1,408,731.56
10,089,424.66

1,276,020.00
203,899.84
6,766,055.60
8,245,975.44
wWi'g ;-
1,554,949.81
12,768,000.00
3,266,500.00
177,710.58
17,767,16039

1,822,770.09
1,463,173.25
1,605,717.40
67,327,380.69
25,500.00
52,765.00
3,883,115.00
2,522,724.96
1,078,156.00
129,518.45
19,250.00
1,462,357.76
485,931.84
243,275.68
231,040.00
6,483,900.00
19,250.00
2,600,000.00
300,494.25
462,100.00
281,240,000.00
200,992.00
1,129,273.35
374,788,685.72

96,106.18
96,106.18

1,594,900.00

401,000.00
1,188,972.04
3,184,872.04

3,726,900.00

46,460.00
13,035355.14
16,808,715.14

32,804,074.38
32,804,074.38

16,012,576.54

180,171.44

378,448.00
8,501,111.66
3,811360.78
1,064,530.00
8,674,431.09
8,610,132.50
47,232,762.01

13,060.00
302,670.00
315,730.00

1,302,503.50
1302,503.50

497,641.40
497,641.40

16,128,700.00
16,128,700.00

667.864,862 2347,94255558

1.31
0.60
0.50
0.44
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

CUSTOMS. IMMIGRATION AND PRISONS PENSION OFFICE GWAGWALADA ABUJA

Thisis to further inform ail the retired / downsized offices and the ex-Biafran Pardonees ofthe three paramilitary services (Customs, Immigration
and Prisons) that the nationwide Verification Exercise currently going on has been extended to enable pensioners living in the rural’ areas turn up
and be venfied. The extended date for the exercise is as follows:

The exercise is re-scheduled to hold as follows:

Date: Thursday21*January- Friday29"'January2010
Time: 8,00am to 5pm daily \
Venue. lo hold at eighteen prisons service State Headquarters Offices across the country as shown below:

All retired and downsized paramilitary pensioners are expected to come along with following;
_ Original copy of retirement letters *
' Pensioners identification card

Bank details

Two (2) passports sized photographs

Drivers licensed or national identifications card.

S

While the ex-Biafran Paramilitary Pardonees are expected to come along with the following:
1 Original letter of first appointment

2. Old Nigerian Paramilitary identification card (if any)

3. Discharge certificate

4. Any other vital documents that can be used as evidence to indicate that they served as paramilitary officers in Nigeria at that time.

NATIONWIDE pensioner verification exercise and verification centres
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For further enquiries please call the following numbers:
08037465364,08034536661 and 08061603699

SIGNED:
MANAGEMENT (CIPPO)
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COMMUNIQUE OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE OF DEANS OF POSTGRADUATE SCHOOLS
(CDPGS) IN NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES HELD AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS, AKOKA, LAGOS ON
11™ JANUARY 2010

PREAMBLE

The special meeting of the Committee of Deans of Postgraduate
Schools (CDGPS) in Nigerian Universities was held on 11* January
2010. Atfter welcoming the members ofthe CDPGS to the University of
Lagos, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, Professor Toiu Odugbemi
declared the meeting open and pledged his support.for the Committee.
The Committee-wished the President and Commander in Chief of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria quick recovery.

The deliberations were exhaustive; and the following
communique is hereby issued:

OBSERVATIONS

1 "Qe Committee noted with delight that the industrial action
embarked upon by the Academic Staff Union of Universities
(ASUU) was suspended in all universities, following the signing
of the Federal Government/ASUU Agreement. It was noted with
appreciation the intervention of their Eminences, the Traditional
Rulers, in the ASUU/FGN face-off, following the appeal of the
CDPGS, which contributed to the suspension of the strike by
ASUU.

2 In order to improve the quality of the human resources of the
universities, the Committee reiterated the need for organising
training opportunities on research proposal writing to attract
research grants.

3 The Committee noted the inadequacy of linkages with Nigerians
in Diaspora with regard to funding, research and developmentin
the Nigerian educational system,

4 It also noted with dismay that in spite of the policy decision of
2002 in respect of the funding of postgraduate education in
Nigerian universities, the postgraduate programmes throughout
the system are still being starved offunds.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Inthe light ofthe above observations,

1 The Committee urges the Federal Government and other,
proprietors to fully implement the agreement reached with
ASUU.

2. The Committee proposes to hold a train the trainers
workshop on research proposal writing in Pan African
University, Lagos from 15" to 19nMarch 2010.

3. The Committee accepts to honourthe invitation by Nigeria In
Diaspora Organisation (NIDO), New Jersey, USAChapter, to
an educational summit in June 2010 on the status of
education and research in Nigeria among Nigeria Home and
Diaspora Academic Community to enhance research and
training in Nigerian Universities. The objectives ofthe summit
include Net-Working on education and research in Nigeria.

4, It also calls on governments and other proprietors to
implement the.recommendations of the 2002 Education
Summit with regard to funding postgraduate education in
Nigerian Universities.

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIQUE DRAFTING COMMITTEE

1 Professor Abubakar Mustapha nrt ijm - University of Maiduguri
-Chairman

2. Professor C.O. Awonuga - Covenant University, Ota
- Member

3. Professor Ada C, Uwaegbute, Michael Okpara University of Agric.
Umudike -Member

4, Professor Tunde Ogunsanwo, fcsn, rdpm - Qiabssi Gnhabarrjo University,
Ago-iwoye -Member

5. Professor J.O. Fiase, Benue State University, Makurdi
-Member

8. Professor A.G. Yahaya- Postgraduate School, Usman Danfodiyo

University, Sokoto -Secretary

Signed:
Professor Oluwatoyin T. Ogundipe
Honorary Secretary, CDPGS &
Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies, University of Lagos
08023201618,01-7403307
E-mail: cdpasecretariat@vahoo.co.uk, toyin60@yahoo.com
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WELDERS TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION
PROGRAM WTCP FOR THE YEAR 2010

L Following the PTDF advertisement requesting interested Nigerians to apply for

training consideration inthe PTDF WTCP, and the subsequent aptitude test held at the PTI
(Effimm) & Kaduna Polytechnic on 30* December2009, some States of the Federation did
not field enough candidates to meet the requirem m ofequity andbalance inthe training.

2, Consequently* the PTDF has decided, to “organize another aptitude test for
interested candidate* for the PTDF WTCP from the affected States for training
consideration under khe programme. In that regard, INTERESTED & QUALIFIED
SCHOOL CERTIFICATE HOLDERS WITH PASSES IN ATLEAST 2 SCIENCE
SUBJECTS fromthe following states of the Federation:

l. FCT, 2. ANAMBRA, 3, AKVWA-IBOM, 4, BAYELSA, S.CROSS RIVERS, 6,
EBONY!, 7.EK1T1..8.KEBBI,*). KWARA.
10. LAGOS, H.ONDO. 12. OSUN, 13.RIVERS. 14 TARABAAND IS. ZAMFARA;

3. Are invited to submit applications for the PTDF WTCP. The training of these
welders will he conducted in centres which meet 1IW standards as accredited by the
Nigerian Institute of Welding (NIW) and in accordance with UW guidelines on welders
training

Applicationsare hereby invited from candidates who meet the following criteria:
i Must be fromany of the States listedabove
is, Ability to speak and write in English language.

til Must posses a school certificate with passes inat least two science subjects.

iv, Must show proofofLocal government ofOrigin,

\"2 Must be between theages of 18and 30 years ofage.

Vi Must possess a medical certificate of fittest from a government hospital,
including eye test (optical),

vii.  Must provide two referees who will formally attest so applicant's suitability,

oneofthese mustbe his local governmentchairperson.

S. APPLICANTSWHODONOT MEFTALLTHEABOVE CRITERIANEED
NOTAPPLY,AND THEABSENCE OPANY REQUIREMENT IS GROUNDS FOR
DISQUALIFICATION.

4 Applications should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Petroleum
Technology Development Fund, Plot 672, Port Harcourt Crescent, Off Gimbiya Street,
Area 1L Garki. Abuja.

7, Al applications should be accompaniedwith photocopies o f:

. Educational certificates

« Medical certificate of fitness as stated above

» Proofoflocal governmentoforigin

. Birth certificate or declaration ofage

8, Applicants should state clearly their current place of abode and also their

permanent address. Contact details should include an active mobile phone Humberts) and
anemail address (ifany).

9, Additional information:

+ Training will be for a period of 12 calendar months at the various accredited
centres,

+  Shortlisted candidates will be made to undergo a written aptitude test before final
selection.

+  All applicationsare expected to reach the PTDF by COB Friday January 29* 2010.

+ Names of shortlisted candidates from the Stales above for the aptitude tests will be
published on the PTDF website fwww.ptdf.eov.n|rl and aptitude tests will be
conducted o» Wednesday February 10, 2010, for all candidates at. 2 centers (to
Porthareourt& Kaduna),

10, Successful candidates at the aptitude test together with successful candidates from,
the aptitude test held on 30® December 2009 will commence training in the first quarter of
2010.

. THE COMPREHENSIVE RESULTS FOR THE 2 APTITUDE TESTS (of
Decemeber 30w2009 St February 100M2010) will be published by the 3" Week o f February
2010 onthe PTDF Website.

Please send ENQUIRIES tothe following:
1, U.S. Pindar
Head, Mid and Downstream Department,
PTDF, Abuja,
E-m%il: u.pindar@pldf.gov.ng

2, Solomon J, Edebiri (J>>MON
President,
Nigerisn Institute ofWelding
5, Bakpa Street, Off\WWaico Road
Effurun
E-mail: presidenWaigmsrimaolwddiag"ffIB

Signed
PTDF Management


mailto:cdpasecretariat@vahoo.co.uk
mailto:toyin60@yahoo.com
mailto:u.pindar@pldf.gov.ng
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DIGEST

Space-age plasmajet'setto
replace dentist's drill’

A futuristic ‘plasma jet’ that
eradicates tooth decay without
fillings could be replacing the
hated dentist’s drill in as little as
three years, it was claimed yes-
terday.

The space-age device fires
a beam of electrically-charged
oxygen atoms into tooth cavi-
ties to obliterate decay-causing
bacteria.

Traditionally, the same job is
done by drilling holes into the
tooth that has to be filled.

Unlike the dentist’s drill, the
plasma jet is non.-invasive and
pain-free.

Fear of fillings is a genuine
phobia for some people, causing
them to avoid visits to the den-
tist. A new study has shown that
firing low-temperature plasma
beams at dentine - the fibrous
tooth structure below the enamel
- can reduce bacteria levels by up
to 10,000 times.

Researchers in Germany
tested the effectiveness of the
plasmajet against common den-
tal bugs including Streptococcus
mutans and Lactobacillus casei.

Both form films on the sur-
face of teeth and are responsible
for the erosion of tooth enamel
and dentine that causes cavities.

The scientists infected den-
tine from extracted human
molars with four strains of bac-
teriaand exposed itto plasma for
between six and 18 seconds.

The longer the treatment con-
tinued, the greater the amount
ofbacteria that was eliminated.
Plasmas are produced when
atoms in agas are stripped ofone

or more oftheir electrons, leaving
them positively charged.
Normally plasmas are formed
at very high temperatures, but
those tested by the German scien-
tists were ‘cold’ plasmas no hotter
than around 40C. Lead researcher

Dr Stefan Rupf, from Saarland
University in Homburg, said: ‘The
low temperature means they can
kill the microbes while preserv-
ing the tooth. The dental pulp at
the centre of the tooth, under-
neath the dentine, is linked to the

blood supply and nerves and heat
damage to it must be avoided at
all costs.” He added: ‘Drilling is a
very uncomfortable and some-
times painful experience. Cold
plasma, in contrast, is a com-
pletely contact-free method that

is highly effective.

‘Presently, there is huge
progress being made in the field
of plasma medicine and a clinical
treatment for dental cavities can
be expected within three to five
years’

Is fish all the elixir of life?

r*f 3)
rich in ERA & DHA
1000mg

capsules
food SUPPt«=M*NT

OMEGA-3 fatty acids may have a direct
effect on extending the lifespan of cells

Fish oils may hold the key to longer and
healthier life, claim researchers.

They say omega-3 fatty acids from fish .

oil may have a direct effect on extending the
lifespan of cells.

Their study is the first to link the oils -
either from fish or supplements - with the
body’s ability to resist premature ageing.

The ‘elixir of life’ discovery was made
in heart disease patients, who are already
advised to increase their fish intake to ward
off repeat heart attacks.

Scientists from the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco, looked at the effect
of omega-3 fatty acids on 608 outpatients
with heart disease.

They found higher levels of omega-3
slowed down damage to DNA contained
in telomeres - tiny ‘caps’ on the ends of
chromosomes which help protect against
inflammation and other ageing processes.

Having longer telomeres is a sign of
beingbiologically younger and also ofbeing
healthier.

As people age, their telomeres get
shorter and they become more susceptible
to certain illnesses.

Scientists believe this process is at the
heart ofmany age-related diseases, and may
even place a final limit on human lifespan.

Nutritionist Dr Carrie Ruxton, speaking
on behalfofthe Health Supplements Infor-
mation Service, said: ‘If this link between
high omega-3 fatty acid levels and reduced
ageing is confirmed in other studies, this
has important implications for intakes of
omega 3 fatty acids’

At the start of the study, measurements
were taken ofthe length oftelomeres in the
patients’ white blood cells.

The tests were carried out again after five
years, and showed a clear link with omega-3
intake, says a report in the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

Patients consuming the least omega-3
had the fastest rate of telomere shortening
while those in the top 25 per cent of con-
sumption levels had the slowest rate

Lead researcher Dr Ramin Farzaneh-
Far said animal research has shown that
rodents live a third longer when given a
diet enriched with fish-derived omega-3.

He said the latest study demonstrated
‘a potentially novel pathway for the®anti-
ageing effects of omega-3 fatty acids.

Omega-3 fatty acids are found in oily
fish such as mackerel, herring, salmon,
sardines or trout - and fish oil supplements
- as well as soya beans, rapeseed oil, flax-
seed, pumpkin seeds and walnuts.

White fish is also a healthy food
although it contains lower levels of essen-
tial fatty acids.

But, said Dr Ruxton, Britons fail to con-
sume recommended minimum levels of
two fish portions each week, one ofwhich
must be oily.
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Sign Language

Surgically I think.

Photo location: Dublin, Ireland, by
Linda E. Burg

Culled from www.signspotting.
com
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

69
96 8 5

6 3 9 4

42 1 9
8 1 2 4

Solution to Sudoku

o
o

5 7 1 2 8 6 9 4 3
8 6 4 3 5 9 2 1 7
9 3 2 7 1 45 8 6
19 3 86 2 7 5 4
6 4 8 5 7 13 9 2
2 5 7 4 9 3 8 6 1
7 2 9 1 4 86 3 5
3 1 6 9 2 5 4 7 8
4 8 5 6 3 7 1 2 9
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EDUCATION
10,000 benefitfrom
UNESCO-NIgeria TVE project

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

THE UNESCO-Jsfigeria Tech-
nical and Vocational Education
NTVE) Revitalization Project of
the National Board for Technical
Education (NBTE) has trained
over 10,000 and developed some
76 curricula for courses in the
polytechnic sub-sector, National
Project Coordinator (NPC) Engi-
neer Nuru A. Yakubu, has said.

Yakubu, who disclosed this at
the opening ceremony of experts
meeting on the online use of cur-
ricula and instructional materials
for ECOWAS member states, also
revealed that about 356 e-books
have been developed in the stand-
ard UNESCO format under the
project.

He said under phase one of
the project 57 curricula in engi-
neering, science, business and the

NUC partners S/Africa
agency on quality assurance

humanities were either reviewed
or developed, adding that the
project has also established a
system of continuous staff train-
ing for TVE staff by setting up
six development centres where
10,000 staffhave undergone train-
ing.

He said following the suc-
cesses recorded in the first phase,
the project went a step further
to develop 19 number curricula

E-mail: education@dailytrust.com
HOTLINE: 08035910371

in 14 different fields while at the
same time incorporating life-
skills, entrepreneurship and com-
munications skills.

In his remarks, the UNESCO
lead Consultant, Dr Hashim
Abdulwahab commended Nigeria
for its pioneering efforts at book
production, saying it is outstand-
ing and a successful example
because it has never been done
elsewhere in the sub-region.

He said the initiative is model
not only for the sub-region but
Africa and other developing
countries.

The representative of the
Director of UNESCO in Abuja
Dr Rosemary Nwangwu said the
initiative is unprecedented, add-

s ing that the rich array of materi-

als online will boost the quest for
teaching and learning especially
in the TVE sub-sector.

TO boost quality assurance
in Nigeria’s university sys-
tem, the National Univer-
sities Commission (NUC)
may soon sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Coun-
cil on Higher Education
(CHE) of South Africa.

Indications ofthe devel-
opment emerged in South
Africa on Tuesday follow-
ing a visit ofan NUC team
to the CHE to exchange
views with its quality assur-
ance committee.

The Manager of Quality
Promotion and Capacity
Development Directorate
ofthe CHE, Mr Kgomotso
Legari, said the NUC team
visit was a boost to mutual
relations between both
organisations which would
be built upon.

“The visit has taken the
team to the University of
South Africa as well as to
have some talks with us on
quality assurance practices
and we are looking at the
possibility of signing an
MOU or Memorandum of

Agreement,” he said.

He explained that qual-
ity assurance was a con-
tinuing process and both
countries had a lot to learn
from each other in regulat-
ing programmes and insti-
tutions.

A member of the NUC
board, Professor Femi
Odekunle, who was part of
the team, said the visit was
to engender more under-
standing between both
parties which were in the
forefront of quality assur-
ance in the African conti-
nent.

“We will collaborate as
their council and the NUC
are like the two giants in
quality assurance in Africa.
Ifwe are able to understand
each other and know each
others best practices, we
will be able to help other
African countries who are
just starting or don'’t have
anything like acommission
that ensures quality. With
the visit, they will learn
from us as we learn from
them,” he said. (NAN)

Expert identifies factors hindering
educational development

From Johnkennedy Uzoma,
Owerri

SELFISH interest, betrayal,
political  god-fatherism,
assassination and opposi-
tion, among others, have
being identified as factors
hindering the development
of the education sector in
the country.

The Chairman of Imo
State Joint Campus Com-
mittee (JCC) Comrade
Mesahack  Ogugbuoaja,
who stated this at the inau-
guration of the committee
in Owerri, said until these

problems are completely
addressed, educational
system in the country will
remain a mirage.

He called on leaders
at all levels to learn from
past mistakes by shun-
ning embezzlement, nepo-
tism, tribalism, hatred and
enmity in order to move the
education sector forward.

He said the persistent
unnecessary expenditure
by government officials is
responsible for increase in
school fees, taxation and
deduction from local gov-
ernment treasuries.

UNESCO lead Consultant Dr Hashim Abdulwahab (left), Executive Secretary of NBTE Engineer Nuru A YakuhuTnHAT

Unilorin matriculates 5,393 students for 2009/2010 session

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE University of llorin has matricu-
lated a total number 05,393 fresh stu-
dents for the 2009/2010 session.
Performing the matriculation
exercise at the university’s audito-
rium, Vice Chancellor of the univer-
sity Professor Ishaq Oloyede said the
number was approved by the Senate of
the institution out ofthe total 05,512
students that were offered admission.

He said a total 0f40, 016 students
applied for admission into the uni-
versity out ofwhich 35,107 sat for the
post-JAMB test based on the 5,514
quota given to the university by the
National Universities Commission
(NUC).

Professor Oloyede implored the
students to see their matriculation as a
stage in life that needs not to be toiled
with, saying “the average offour years
you are spending in the university is

very short but it is this short period
that will make or mar you. If you
face your studies squarely opportu-
nities will come your way right from
here, the university will continue to
support and promote excellence at
all times.”

He said, as a way of encouraging
students, the university has re-intro-
duced its Scholars Scheme two years
ago where best students with good
grades are

FG commissions ECCD centre in Abuja

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

IN its effortsto boost the implementa-
tion ofthe policy on Early Childhood
Care and Development (ECCD) in the
country, the Federal Government has
commissioned a Model Early Child-
hood Development Resource Centre
and Creche in Abuja.

Daily Trust learnt yesterday that
the ECCD centre would be replicated
in all the State Ministries ofEducation
across the country in order to serve
the needs of private and government

ECCD centres.

Speaking at the commissioning of
the centre, Minister of State for Educa-
tion Hajiya Aishatu Jibril Dukku, said
establishment ofthe centre was timely
and was a response to the call at the
4th African International Conference
on Early Childhood Development
held in Dakar for African govern-
ments to accelerate the development
and implementation of holistic inte-
grated ECCD policies and services for
all children.

The minister, who was represented

by the Permanent Secretary in the min-
istry Professor Oladapo Afolabi, said
government has constituted the Inte-
grated Early Childhood Development
Consultative Committee (IECDCC)
which comprised of line ministries
and stakeholders in order to speed up
action in policy implementation of
early childhood education.

She explained that the committee
is saddled with the responsibility of
planning and coordinating of activi-
ties ofearly childhood care and devel-
opment in the country
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Education insurance for debate
at schools expo

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

STRUCTURING family finances
without hurting education budget
for the children and the need to
take education insurance to guar-
antee”ildren’s educational future
will form core discussions at the
forthcoming international schools
exhibition to be held in Lagos and

Abuja, Lead Consultant, of Edu-
mark Consult Mrs Yinka Ogunde,
has said.

Addressingjournalists in Lagos
on the conference, Mrs Ogunde,
said the exhibitions would also
expose participating parents to
the curriculum their children are
schooled, and the need to respect
the special needs oftheir children.

She said apart from offering
parents the opportunity to met\
the over 90 participating schools
in Nigeria and abroad, the con-
ference will also make the parent?
understand how to structure their
limited finances to provide quality
education for their children.

She said the conference will
also provide knowledge on lever-
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aging on the benefits of education
insurance to secure the childrens
future besides talks on special
needs ofchildren and understand-
ing curriculum.

“We believe that a lot of par-
ents do not understand what their
children learn in school and the
world we live in today is a rapidly
changing one. There will be con-

sultants on ground to ensure that
parents’ questions are answered,”
she said.

According to her, the exhibi-
tions will take place on February
11, February 13, and February 18,
at Muson Centre Lagos, Sheraton
Hotel Lagos and Yar'adua Centre
Abuja respectively.

Minister allays fears of polytechnic, COE staff over pay rise

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

THE Federal Government has ie-'
affirmed its commitment to amicably
resolve the demand for pay rise by
unions operating in polytechnics and
Colleges of Education (COE) across
the country without discrimination.

Minister of Education Dr Sam
Egwu, who stated this at a meeting
between Federal Government and
officials of unions in polytechnics
and Colleges of Education, said the
same principles used in fixing the
new pay package for universities will
be adopted.

He explained that the National
Salaries, Income and wages Commis-
sion (NSWC) had been directed to
produce the new salary table for staff

in the two tertiary institutions within
the shortest possible time in order to
allow for signing of agreement to that
effect.

Dr Egwu also commended the
maturity of the staff of polytechnics
and Colleges of Education for heed-
ing government’s appeal for dialogue
rather than confrontation.

He said government has kept faith
with its earlier promise that the out-
come of the negotiation with ASUU
would be extended to other unions,
stressing that the action goes to show
that it is not only by cqnfrontation that
unions can negotiate to get something
for their members.

The minister enjoined officials
of the National Salaries and Wages
Commission to handle the assign-

ment with utmost seriousness, saying
that the unions’ cooperation was not
amark ofweakness and should not be
taken for granted.

In his remarks, Deputy National
President of Nigerian Labour Con-
gress (NLC) Comrade Peter Adeyemi
commended government for the
maturity with which it is handling
the demands of the affected unions.

On his part, the National Presi
dent of Colleges of Education Aca-
demic StaffUnion, Comrade Moham-
med Auwal Ibrahim “ommended Dr
Egwu for his fairness and urged him
to closely monitor the process ofcom-
puting the new salary table to ensure
that the final output is a true reflection
ofwhat has been generally agreed on.

Expert advocates integration of physiotherapy in tertiary education

FromJohnkennedy Uzoma, Owerri

THE Executive Director of Physiother-
apy Centre-Stuttgart, Germany, Doris
Iro, has advocated for effective integra-
tion ofphysiotherapy centres intertiary
institutions across the country.

Iro said in lecture entitled “The
Role of Physiotherapy in The Concept
of Public Health” organised by the Fed-
eral University of Technology Owerri

(FUTO), said physiotherapy which is
a vital component in the health care
delivery in the western world is still not
prominent in Nigeria.

She said to reverse the trained,
effective steps should be taking by all to
ensure effective integration ofthe centre
into the system through identification
ofthe existing structures.

According to her, universities
including FUTO, governmentand non-

governmental organizationsarealready
working on vital issues in the field of
public health with the aim of educating
the youths and citizens ofthe country.
She also stressed the need for physi-
otherapy programmes to be offered in
nursery, primaryand secondary schools
in the country, and called for proper
funding for physiotherapist health care
programmes to enable people start
work and develop adequate concepts.

ECOWAS countries brainstorm
on TVET in Kaduna

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

FIVE member states of
the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States
(ECOWAS) are currently
brainstorming on the Tech-
nical, Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) at a
meeting organized by the
National Board for Tech-
nical Education (NBTE) in
Kaduna.

The countries attend-
ing the weeklong meeting
sponsored by the United
Nations Educational Scien-
tific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) are
Nigeria, Gambia, Ghana ,
Liberia and Sierra Leone.

Speaking during the
opening ceremony of the
meeting, the National
project coordinator of
UNESCO-Nigeria TVE
programme, Engineer
Nuru Yakubu said the
participants would share
knowledge and experience
on how to accelerate the
development of technical
and vocational skills in the
region.

“Today we need to rec-
ognize that the world has
become a global village, the
members ofwhich need the
support of one another for
a productive and fulfilled
life. If this is true for the
world, then we need to do
more at the sub-region level
to bring our systems closer
by utilizing the Knowledge
and experiences of each
other,” he said.

Engineer Nura Yakubu
who is also the executive
secretary of NBTE said the
UNESCO-Nigeria TVE
projectwas one ofthe bilat-
eral agreerrtents entered by
the Nigeria;! government
with friendly nations for
educational sector reform.

“It is a joint initiative
of the government with
UNESCO aimed at assist-
ing the federal and states
education authorities in
their efforts to revitalize,
reform and expand TVE
for rapid socio-economic
development with a view
of meeting present and
future needs of the nation,
he said.

Zamfara approves 22
additional schools

THE Zamfara State Gov-
ernment has approved the
establishment of 22 new
junior secondary schools to
address admission problem,
Education Commissioner
Alhaji Kabiru Marafa, has
said.

In a statement issued in
Gusau, the commissioner
noted that the schools
would be spread across the
three senatorial districts of
the state for equity.

He stated that the gov-
ernment had also approved
the upgrading of 36 junior
secondary schools to the
status of senior secondary
schools to encourage par-
ents in the rural areas to

send their wards to school.

Marafa gave the names
of beneficiary communi-
ties as Samara, Galadima,
Malale, Unguwar Gwaza,
Sabongari and Millennium
quarters, all in Gusau, th
state capital.

Others are Magazu,
Chediya, Ribeh, Gadar
Zama, Ruwan Jema, Mag-
ami Kaura Mailalle, Bimin
Yero, Gidai Kano, Kwa-
nar Kalgo, Gamji Bakura,

Dankaiwa, Gama Giwa,
Danisa, Yanbuki and
Bukkuyum.

He said government
accorded education top pri-
ority and would commit all
available resources.
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ABU, OAU, others to benefit from Awolowo

Foundation's research endowment

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE Obafemi Awolowo Foun-
dation has instituted Professo-
rial Research Endowment (PEF),
and the first four beneficiaries are
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU),
Oba”™mi Awolowo University
(OAU), University of Ibadan (Ul)
and University of NigeriaNsukka
(UNN).

Member ofthe foundation Dr
Olatokunbo Awolowo Dosumu,

who is the daughter of the late
Dr Obafemi Awolowo, made this
known yesterday in Lagos at a
conference on “Free Education
in Nigeria 55 years on,” as part of
activities marking the Obafemi
Awolowo Foundation Centenary
celebration.

She said the endowment pro-
gramme which will make research
funds available to the four pre-
miere institutions in Nigeria in
their areas of strength would see

ABU benefit in the social sci-
ences, OAU in jurisprudence, Ul
ineconomicsand UNN in applied
sciences.

According to her, the grant
became necessary because of the
dearth of research and research
funding in Nigeria universi-
ties and in furtherance of the
Awolowo bias for free quality
education in Nigeria.

Discussants and participants
who took turn to speak at the con-

ference unanimously agreed that
free and compulsory education,
what Awolowo preached, is still
possible in Nigeria, especially at
the primary school level.

Former governor of Lagos
State Alhaji LafeefJakande said it
is the governments sole respon-
sibility to provide free and qual-
ity education, adding that the
private-public sector approach
being advocated is not necessarily.

He said private education is

PIC: KENNEDY EGBQNODIE

PUPILS of Holy Family Catholic Nursery and Primary School, Kuje, shortly after their 2010 first lesson.

Achievers University holds 3rd matriculation

From Abiodun Jimoh, Lagos

THE city of Owo in Ondo State will be full
of activities as the Achievers University hold
its 2009/2010 matriculation ceremony tomor-
row, Friday, January 22,2010 at the university’s
permanent site.

At the cerefnony, direct entry and new stu-
dents will formally be admitted for academic
exercise, acting registrar of the university, Dr
Tinuade Ojo, told Daily Trust.

She said the occasion will be presided over
the Vice Chancellor of the university Profes-
sor Adebayo Odebiyi, and will be attended by
the Ondo State Governor Dr Olusegun Mim-
iko and the Speaker of Ondo State House of
Assembly Honourable Taofeek Abdussalam.

Others billed to attend the function are the

Caretaker Committee Chairman ofOwo Local
Government Prince Adeola Fagbayibo Olowo
ofOwo, Oba Folagbade Olateru-Olagbegi IlI;
Oba Kofoworola Oladoyinbo Aruliwo 111 and
Obal. F. Okikiola, Alale of Idasen, among oth-
ers.

Meanwhile, the Governing Council of
Achievers University has approved an anthem
for the institution. The two-stanza anthem was
originally written by Mr. Kayode Komolafe, a
Part 111 student in the Department of Compu-
ter and Information Systems of the university.

Chairman of the council Mr Bode Ayor-
inde said the anthem was modified by Mr
Tokunbo Asogbon, an Ibadan-based musi-
cologist before it was finally approved by the
governing council.

He said the anthem is “a symbol ofachieve-

ment and commitment to God.”

Meanwhile, new students of the Achiev-
ers University have been charged to seize the
opportunity provided by the university to
make themselves real achievers at the end of
their academic programme.

The call was made by the Pro-chancellor
and Chairman ofthe Governing Council ofthe
university Mr Bode Ayorinde while addressing
the new students on the vision and mission of
the university and the need for the students
to key into it.

“There had been no hiccup in the uni-
versity’s academic programmes because of
the stakeholders’ determination to excel and
excelling in the spirit ofhard work. Every great
thing starts small. We are grateful for what
God has done,” he said.

voluntary and elitist, hence the
need for public sector to provide
education to the citizens. The
government he said has enough
resources to do that if only it can
block its leakages.

On his part, Dr Adedoyin
Salami of the Lagos Business
School wondered why govern-
ments at all levels have committed
atleast N 1.1 trillion on education
in the last five years without com-
mensurate result.

NUC approves
PG programmes
for Adamawa
varsity

THE National Universities Com-
mission (NUC) has approved
Post Graduate programmes in
eight courses for the Adamawa
State University (ADSU), Mubi.
THE approval was contained in
a letter signed by the Director of
Academic Standards ofthe NUC,
Professor Alhassan Bichi.

The university is to run Post
Graduate programmes such as
Graduate Diplomal Masters and
Ph.d in Business Administration,
Public Administration, Crop Pro-
duction, Animal Science, Science
Education, Guidance and Coun-
selling, Education Management
and Educational Technology.

The NUC advised the univer-
sity to recruit more senior perma-
nent academics for effective and
reliable post graduate supervi-
sion, and granted the university
the approval to run a Bsc pro-
gramme in Political Science.

Established in 2002, ADSU is
the first state-owned university in
the North East sub-region.

Unilorinto create graduate
employment office

UNIVERSITY ofllorin has con-
cluded arrangements to create
graduate employment office to
coordinate job placement for
its products, Vice Chancellor of
the university, Professor Is-haq
Oloyede, has said.

“When graduates get to the
labour market, they are always on
their own, but Unilorin graduates
would soon be an exemption,” he
said.

He said the institution would
soon establish a department that
would assist in the placement of
its products in public and private
establishments.
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'God Isangry against humanity
- notjust Haitl but all humani

..urvivors of the Haiti earthquake tell thelr stories

KOMPE Filo

Kompe Filo, 56. One of the
most popular TV and radio per-
sonalities in Haiti, with a chat-
show broadcast widely across the
country. He had just finished his
live programme, Kalfou [Creole
for Crossroads], when the earth-
quake struck, and he jumped out
of a second-storey window. He
fractured his wrist, which is now
bandaged. Much ofthe TV station
caved in from three storeys into
one, killing a cameraman and a
music producer.

Since the disaster, Filo has
been offair. “I feel like a journal-
istwho has lost his pen or his cam-
era.” Now, when he walks down
the streets -through the moun-
tains of rubble, crowds stop him
to demand what has happened
to him. “Where is Filo? Where is
Filo?” they say. If he was able to
broadcast now, he says, he would
be calling on the government to
mobilise core staff such as sani-
tation workers and army techni-
cians to help communities cope. “I
would demand the government to
brganise all the neighbourhoods
into committees to participate in
the rebuilding of Port-au-Prince.”
Filo has large silver rings on his
fingers. Each one represents one
ofthe spirits in him, he says, as he
is a vocal practitioner ofvoodoo,

which, he says, predicted the earthquake six months ago. “God is angry against humanity - not just Haiti but
all humanity. This is a message that man must change, and reconnect with the natural world around him.

BELASTON Gusall

Junior Fleurimand, 27. A
law student, he lives in the street.
Some nights he has a plastic sheet
over his head, others not. But
that’s how it is with everything
now. Yesterday he struck lucky:
not only did his friends feed him,
but strangers driving by stopped
and gave him water. “I have no
means,” he says, using the French
word possibility. “And without
money therefore no food. So |
have to ask for help, always ask-
ing for help,” Despite itall, Fleuri-
mand is optimistic. “I now
there’s a relationship between all
the people in this world. | know
help will come.”

Belaston Gusall, 36. She is
living at the edge of a park, on
the side of the road. For a roof
there is a plastic ground sheet
with the name of a French aid
group stamped on it, slung
between small palm trees.
“We've had no water for the
past four days, and no food. It
costs me adollar to buy abottle
of water, and | don’t have that
money. We would go down to
the river to collect water there,
but even that is dry.”

Rosemarie Charles,
53. Lost one child and
saw five family members
injured when her house
collapsed. She is carry-
ing a plastic satchel on
her shoulder, stamped
with images of a yellow
Donald Duck. Inside is
a bunch ofblack plastic
bags, which she pulls
out. There is nothing in
them. Then she shows
us the white plastic
water bottle she is also
carrying. Ittoo isempty.
“There isno food. I have
no clothes. Everything |
had is lost in the house.”
Like many hundreds of

thousands of Haitians,

ROSEMARIE Charles she had no time to grab
possessions, clothes or money as she ran to safety when the quake
struck. Like most poor Haitians she has no bank account; when her
house collapsed she was left penniless.

There is food - fruit, vegetables, rice - brought in from the coun-
tryside to market every morning. But most of the people living on the
streets have no money to buy it. As Charles talks, a crowd ofher home-
less neighbours gather around in curiosity. Asked whether she has seen
any officials from the Haitian government or the international com-
munity come around the park to offer any help. A universal cry rises
up from the crowd: “No! No!” “We haven't seen a single person. Not
one,” Charles says. '

Danel
Georges, 60.
Runs one of
the largest
co-operatives
in Haiti. An
economist
with 12 years’
experience in
the  govern-
ment finance
ministry,  he
is now devot-
ing his days
to mobilis-
ing a network
of volunteers
in the rescue
and humani-
tarian effort.
He has redi-
rected some
of his peo-
ple to health-
care, others to
search and res-
DANEL Georges cue and some
to beginning to plan rebuilding efforts across the city. His own home was
reduced to rubble, and he sleeps in the garden of a friend’s house at the
top ofthe hills overlooking Port-au-Prince. He has strong views about
the nature and impact of the earthquake. “The battle for the independ-
ence of Haiti in 1804 involved the deaths of 10,000 people. Last Tuesday
we lost 100,000 or 200,000 people. Thiswas more than a tragedy. Itwasa
commenton how Haiti has become mired in indifference and egotism.
But with this catastrophe we have another chance, an opportunity to
begin to build a new Haiti.”

Culledfrom theguardian.co.uk
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Shattered Haiti hit by second
arthquake measuring 6.1

.Woman, 69, rescued after spending a week buried under rubble

aiti was yesterday

Y :!:t by a second
assive earth-
quake measuring
6el on the Richter
scale.

Witnesses reported shaking
buildings and desperate people
wailing in terror as they ran into
the streets in panic.

Last weeks quake - which
killed an estimated 200,000 peo-
ple - measured 7.0.

The latest disaster is likely to
claim even more lives as many
buildings which have not already
collapsed have been left danger-
ously unstable. Survivors are still
being pulled free from the rubble.

The new quake struck about
35 miles north-west of the capi-
tal of Port-au-Prince at a depth of
13.7 miles.

Last week’s earthquake was
10 miles south-west of the capital
and ata depth ofaround 6.2miles.
Both events were at a shallow
level, causing more surface shak-
ing.

A Disasters Emergency Com-
mittee spokesman said: ‘In the
middle of an extremely challeng-
ing aid operation, where many
survivors are already terrified of
aftershocks, the news of today’s
tremors are of grave concern.

‘We are assessing the impact of
the aftershock with our field staff
to see if there has been further
large-scale disruption to survi-
vors and aid bperations.

‘As the full scale ofthe tragedy
unfolds, there is still an urgent
need for more funds and we con-
tinue to rely on the generosity of
donors.’

nternational Development
Secretary Douglas Alexan-
der told MPs that the British

A second earthquake hit Haiti yesterday morning, damaging buildings even further

HER arms outstreched, Ena Zizi is gently taken away from the rubble by rescuers

search and rescue team was safe

following the quake.

At question time in the House
of Commons, he said: ‘Since I've
arrived in the House this'morn-
ing, there has been a significant
aftershock registering 6.1 on the
Richter Scale but the word that |
have received is that our search
and rescue team is safe and are
continuing their work.’

Haiti has experienced a series
of aftershocks since last week’s
earthquake - of which this is the
strongest. At 6.1, it is significant
enough to be described as a quake.

On Tuesday night, a woman
was rescued after spending a week
buried under a collapsed cathe-
dral, giving aid workers renewed
hope yesterday that more people

ENA takes herfirst sips of water after being pulled free as Mexican rescuer Oscar Olivia cries with

joy and embraces a colleague

can be saved.

Dust-covered Ena Zizi, 69, was
pulled free yesterday by Mexican
firefighters from the wreckage of
the Roman Catholic cathedral in
the capital Port-au-Prince and
declared: ‘I'm all right, sort of?

Experts have said that without
water, buried quake victims were
unlikely to survive beyond three
days.

Christian Aid charity worker
Sarah Wilson, who watched the
rescue, said: ‘It was an amazing
thing to witness, no-one could
believe she was still alive. Ena
was rescued by a Mexican disaster
team that was created in the wake
ofMexico City’s 1985 earthquake.

Zizi said that after the quake,
she spoke back and forth with a
vicar who also was trapped.

ut after a few days, he fell
silent, and she spent the
est ofthe time praying and
waiting.

‘I talked only to myboss, God,’
she said. And | didn’t need any
more humans’

Doctors Who examined her

said she was dehydrated and had
a dislocated hip and a broken leg.

Her son, Maxime Janvier, told
broadcaster CNN that he never
gave up hope that she would be
found.

‘We were praying a lot for that
to happen,” he said.

Elsewhere in the capital,
two women were pulled from a
destroyed university building.
And near midnight Tuesday, a
smiling and singing Lozama Hot-
teline, 26, was carried to safety
from a collapsed store by French
rescuers.

In another part ofthe city the
threat of looting and its conse-
quences were becoming more
apparent in the quake’ aftermath.
A 15-year-old girl was found shot
in the head sifter looting from
store.

Residents are becoming
increasingly desperate for food,
water and medicine with aid
agencies only just able to reach
those who need help most.
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OBITUARY

With deep feeling of regret the Board of Trustees, Management and Staff of
EducationTrust Fund (ETF) wish to commiserate with the family and friends
of our 1st Executive Secretary whose death occurred on 19th December 20009.

ALHAT TIJJAN AHVED AEDULKADIR
(18th May 1955 - f9th December 2009)

Signed e
Management
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eleven storeys high when we did a measurement. So we scaled it
down ,and he made some corrections to the original plan.’

streamed from great inspiration. His words: ‘1 went

back to look at the grounds of the mosque when we
were preparing for the Eid prayers, and it occurred to me to call it
Arafat,and | said this is Arafat ground. Later somebody came and
said there can only be one Arafat in the whole world. | said ,well,
this is Arafat, and that’s the name we have given it’ The Otaru is
quick to make the point that Auchi has grown in leaps and bounds
ever since the construction ofthe Arafat mosque commenced. His
words ‘I believe sincerely that since the beginning ofthe building
of Arafat mosque, there has been a tremendous transformation
of Ai”chi in various areas. We don’t know how it happened, and
people have been asking why Auchi is so transformed. Somebody
said sometime ago that one newspaper published a story to the
effect that the Auchi banking establishment is the largest in the
country outside state capitals. We have thirteen banks in Auchi’.
He also speaks on the sharing ratio in Auchi and how this helped
the mosque project. His words ‘There’s a sharing ratio here .One
third of the money derived in Auchi goes to me. When | came to
the throne, | said it's too much. Make it one-quarter, so that other

I I e tells Daily Trust that the name chosen for the mosque

aa «*e

villages will share the other quarter. We have nothing to share,
because everything we get goes into Arafat. That’s the beauty ofthe
whole thing’ He says that the construction of the mosque began
in 2001, and that there is a constant four year interval between the
completion ofthe various sections ofthe mosque. His words ‘First
date was December 6,2002,then December 6,2006,and now the
final January 8,2010,note the even number days and years and the
seemingly four year interval’ Interestingly,the mosque was com-
missioned on January 8,2010 .The number 8 when divided by 2
gives four.

Auchi. His words ‘Visitors who came to Auchi recently
could not believe that this sort of thing (Arafat mosque)
could exist in Nigeria. They were pleasantly shocked .Some of
those who were in the hotel moved out, and were sleeping in the
mosque. So its name spread like wildfire throughout the country.
Then | started receiving invitations to all parts of the country.
Professor Zakariyau 1. Oseni is the Chief Imam and Waziri of
Auchi Kingdom, and Dean Faculty of Arts, University of llorin.
He speaks on the significance ofthe spherical shape ofthe Arafat
mosque. His words ‘The round shape is suggestive of the idea of
continuity or renewal. Ithas the sense of rebirth, and suggests that

I I e speaks on the way the mosque has affected visitors to
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HRH Alhaji Aliru H. Momoh, Otaru cf Auchi

things have a beginning as well as an end’ 1
Otaru declines to say how much was spent
the Arafat mosque. His words ‘The reason w
we can't estimate is deliberate, and | cannot
you how much I sold my house. We don’t k<
records of what we spend on a day to day ba
We just do it. Whatever you have at any poini
time put it there. | have said that this must b
pure House for Almighty Allah’

e comes from a tradition of great co
H age which is rooted in Islam and 1
Truth: He was the only traditio
ruler in Edo sate who openly came out to si
port Adams Oshiomhole, even at the risk of 1
ing his throne. He says he is a zero party man,a
that he looks at individuals, rather than politi
parties. His words ‘l am a zero party man. | dc
look at parties. I look atindividuals when I m;
decisions. | don’t care what happens thereafl
These were the ideas which informed his de
sion to support Oshiomhole. He gave him at
long before the former became Governor of E
state. Some years ago the Otaru led his peo
on a massive demonstration over the gully e
sion menace. This is rare. His religion gives h
strength, and is the root of great and men
rable deeds.
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NDE re-strategises for morejobs

By Francis Okeke

NATIONAL Directorate of
Employment (NDE) is re-strat-
egising and refocusing its activi-
ties to lead in the Federal Gov-
ernment’s drive to generate jobs,
Director General of the NDE
Malam Abubakar Mohammed
has said.

Mohammed disclosed this
during the opening ceremony of

Niger flags off
capacity training
for 1,500 youths

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

IN its effort to create an enabling
environment for selfemployment
among youths, the Niger state gov-
ernment has flagged off capacity
training for 1,500 youths on trade
acquisition and skills develop-
ment.

While flagging offthe firstbatch
ofbeneficiaries of the scheme, the
governor of Niger state Dr Muazu
Babangida Aliyu urged the youths
to take the training seriously as-it
is aimed at giving them the oppor-
tunity to be employers of labour.

He maintained that for the
state to grow economically, the
youths who comprise ahigh per-
centage ofthe total population
of Niger State must be trained to
contribute meaningfully to the
economy.

“Do not misuse the opportunity
because your success will always
reflect on the entire state economy
and set example for other states to
emulate for the general good ofthe
entire country.

Speaking earlier, the commis-
sioner for youth affairs and strat-
egies Mr Timothy lJiya said the
training programme for the first
batch will last for six months and
then pave way for another group
of 1,500. He added that they will
be provided with stipends and
equipment for the various skills to
be undertaken.

“This initial stage will accom-
modate only 1,500 participants
drawn from the 274 wards in the
25 local government areas of the
state. The ministry is working
closely with the ministry of local
government to accommodate
more numbers subsequently” he
said.

Professor Gerry Gana, former
minister of information in his
goodwill message at the occasion
stressed that«there was need for
government at all levels to engage
youths meaningfully, noting that
it amounts to injustice not to give
youths the chance to contribute to
the nation’s economy.

He urged Niger state youths to
utilise the opportunities provided
by the scheme, asking them to
shun acts ofhooliganism and other
social vices that will affect the soci-
ety negatively.

a retreat organised for NDE sen-
ior management staff from the 36
states of the federation and Abuja.

Represented by the Director of
Inspectorate Department Abdul-
lahi Gunda Abubakar, Moham-
med said finding solution to the
emerging problems of unemploy-
ment threatening the Nigerian
economy remains the focal point
of the directorate.

“The NDE has pursued this

mandate by designing and imple-
menting strategies that aims at
combating mass unemployment
through imparting marketable
skills that will make the unem-
ployed employable or have the skills
that will enable them setup and run
small enterprises of their own.”
With theme “The challenges
of mass employment generation”
retreat, which ends today aims
to reposition and deepen the rel-

evance of the NDE as the apex
government agency responsible
for mass employment generation
in Nigeria.

It would also rejuvenate and
reinforce the directorate staff and
all stakeholders in employment
generation strategies and in deter-
mining effective and efficient serv-
ice delivery with regards to mass
employment generation.

The retreat would provide par-

ticipants, “especially the newly
inaugurated members of NDE
Board with the opportunity to
thoroughly understand the man-
date and operations ofthe NDE.
On his part, the Minister of
Labour and Productivity Prince
Adetokunbo Kayode who deliv-
ered the keynote address called
for curriculum of secondary and
tertiary institutions to include
entrepreneurial skills for students.

MINISTER of Labour Adetokunbo Kayode and acting DG of NDE Abdullahi Gunda Abubakar during the opening ceremony of
NDE's retreat in Abuja on Tuesday

Sack in banks: Stakeholders looking for solution, says minister

By Francis Okeke

MINISTER of Labour and Pro-
ductivity Prince Adetokunbo
Kayode has said that stakehold-
ers in the banking industry are
working closely to find a lasting
solution to the sack ofalmost 5000
bank workers late last year.
Kayode told journalists in
Abuja that his ministry is closely
monitoring the situation to
ensure that no Nigerian is unjustly

thrown into the labour market
and also ensure that the case of
those that have been sacked with-
out regards to due process are
revisited.

He said that bank manage-
ments and labour unions are still
deliberating on the best way to
ensure an amicable resolution of
the sore points in the sack ofbank
workers inorder to avertacrisis in
the nation’s banking sector.

According to him, “from the
information that we have, only

one bank really seemed not to
have complied with due process
and they have started talking with
the union and | believe they will
review the issue.

“All the other banks, like Oce-
anic Bank for instance, the union
agreed that they were consulted
and there was an agreement
signed as to the number of people
that can be laid off!’

However, he said that banks
should do all that is necessary to
ensure that no worker is sacked.

“To me, complying with due
process is only part of the prob-
lem; if | have my way, | do not
want anybody sacked but if peo-
ple would be sacked at all, then it
should be by due process and this
is being done.

“For instance, thereisalotofdis-
cussion going on with Union Bank
on an issue which was a very sore
point but people are talking and
that is the important thing and the
unions will agree with the banks as
to how to move forward” he said.

COEASU cautions FGon agreement

By Abdullahi Yahaya Bello

COLLEGES of Education Aca-
demic Staff Union (COEASU)
yesterday in Abuja cautioned the
Federal Government over the
renegotiated agreement which
began in 2007.

In a communique issued
at the end of an Emergency
National Delegate Conference
(ENDC) and signed by Comrade

Muhammed Awwal Ibrahim
and Asagha N.Emmanuel, the
Union observed that the deci-
sions of government as indicated
in the draft agreement, is evident
that government has not ade-
quately addressed some of the its
demands on conditions of serv-
ice of academic staff of Colleges
of Education.

“The decisions of government
on the critical areas bordering on

the emoluments and remuneration
accruable to the academic staff, as
seen in the salary table and draft
agreement which were presented
to the Unions renegotiation team
fall far short of what the Union
believes is imperative to effectively
check the prevalent brain drain.
“It also failed to address and
distinguish the peculiar academic
responsibilities, in form of aca-
demic allowances as universally

practiced”

The Union call on the Fed-
eral government to adequately
address these issues in subsequent
negotiations.

Meanwhile, COEASU also call
on its members in Emmanuel Ala-
yande College of Education, Oyo
state, to be calm while the court
determines the case of its union
leaders sacked by the state gov-
ernment.
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Top 10 deadliest earthquakes ()

A 7.0-magnitude earthquake hit
th'e capital of Haiti Jan. 12, and
thousands are presumed dead.
Here’s a look at some of the most
unforgiving earthquakes in his-
tory

1556: Shaanxi, China (1)

The deadliest quake of all
time might be one of the least

talked about, considering it
occurred nearly 450 years ago.
Centered in China’s central
Shaanxi province, the 1556 quake
claimed the lives ofsome 830,000
people. Why the massive death
toll? Blame the quake’s strength
(8.0 on the Richter scale, or more
than 30 times more powerful

Imo govt bans streets

hawking

From Johnkennedy Uzoma, Owerri

DETERMINED to ensure clean
environment, Imo State Govern-
ment has banned use of wheel-
barrow for hawking in the streets
of Owerri Capital City.

The Special Adviser to the
Governor on Sanitation and
Environment, Barr. Willie Amadi,
stated this in a release issued today
in Owerri said that the ban takes
effect from Monday 18th January
2010.

He said that any body caught
hawking outside the designated

markets such as Eke Ukwu Main
Market, Relief Market; Nworie
Laneamong others would be dealt
with according to law.

Amadi who is the Acting
General Manager Environmen-
tal Transformation Committee
(ENTRACO) said that this meas-
ure is aimed at keeping the envi-
rons clean for healthy living ofthe
people.

He said that hawking of the
items has contributed to the lit-
tering of the environment noting
that government would not con-
done this situation any longer.

Barr. Amadi had on told Daily
Trust that the ban on sale of pure
water in the municipality has
being in existence as he warned
people to desist from disobeying
the law of the land.

He said that if the environ-
ment is kept clean itwill be for the
good interest of the people.

The Special Adviser warns
parents to resist their children or
discourage their children from
hawking or selling pure water in
the streets in the municipality to
avoid being caught by the law.

FCT sanitation exercise holds Jan 30

THE Abuja Environmental Pro-
tection Board (AEPB) on Tues-
day announced that the monthly
environmental sanitation exercise
would hold on Jan. 30:

A statement issued in Abuja
by Mr Samuel Musa, AEBP Public
Relations Officer, said movement
would be restricted between 7
a.m. and 10 a.m., except for those
on essential duties.

Owners of structures and
undeveloped plots in the FCT are
to henceforth cut and clear the
overgrown grasses and bushes
within their premises,” he said.

He advised residents to par-
ticipate in the exercise, warning
that mobile courts would be sit-
tingto try all defaulters in accord-
ance with the AEPB Act No 10 of
1997.(NAN)

Cross River records 100 fire incidents in 2009

THE Cross River Fire Service says it
recorded a total of 100 fire incidents
in the statejn 2009. The figure rep-
resents a 9.9 percent drop from the
111 incidents recorded in 2008.

The records, made available to
the News Agency ofNigeria (NAN)
in Calabar on Monday, showed that
two liveswere lostin 2009 as against
none in 2008.

The records also showed that
property estimated at N327.27 mil-
lion were lost during the period as
against N2.3 billion in2008. Speak-
ing on the development, the states

Acting Director of Fire Service,
Mr Linus Odey, commended the
fire fighters for their dedication to
duty.

He, however, expressed regrets
that the 392 firemen in the service
were working under poor condi-
tions. Odey said the state with nine
fire stations had only four fire-
fighting equipment, the newest of
which was procured 19 years ago.

We are only 392 firemen in
the state and the last recruitment
into the service was carried out in
1995,” he added.

than the recent quake in Haiti)
as well as timing and location.

The pre-modern structures
were utterly unable to withstand
a quake of such force, and mas-
sive landslides contributed to the
casualties.

All told, an area somfe 500
miles wide was wiped out.

mac

‘Be honest. What do you think? Is global warming mere speculation?’

FG to scale up sensitisation effort

on wildlife

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE Federal Government has
asked the Convention on Inter-
national Trade on Endangered
Species (CITES) to lift the sus-
pension placed on Nigeria by the
international body.

Minister of Environment,
John Odey, made the call in Abuja
when he received the Secretary-
General of CITES, Willem Wijn-
stekers and the Chief Enforce-
ment Officer for CITES, John
Siler recendy.

The Minister noted that since
the ban was placed on Nigeria by
CITES following some lapses in
the implementation of CITES in
the country, significant steps had
been taken to ensure stronger and
more effective enforcement ofthe
convention’s regulations in the
area of conservation and preser-

vation of endangered species.

He identified the measures
taken to protect endangered
wildlife and plant in the country
to include, “ the setting up of the
National Environmental Stand-
ards and Regulations Enforce-
ment Agency, NESREA and the
admission of the agency at the
ports to enforce necessary envi-
ronmental regulations relating
to cross border trade including
CITES".

The Director-General ofNES-
REA, Dr. (Mrs) Ngeri Benebowho
facilitated the visit said Nigeria
has the political will to ensure full
and effective implementation of
CITES and is ready to correct all
mistakes which were made in the
past in relation to CITES imple-
mentation that led to the suspen-
sion.

In her words, “there is a

rebranding project going on in
Nigeria, and it would affect all
areas of the country including
environment.”

She revealed that NESREA
was already collaborating with
the Nigeria Police Force and the
Nigerian Customs Service to
strengthen the enforcement of

all  environmental laws
including CITES.

While commending the
steps taken so far by Nigeria
in addressing the gaps in the
enforcement of CITES in the
country, the Secretary General of
CITES, Willem Wijnstekers said
the CITES secretariat was will-
ing to help Nigeria by assisting
in capacity building workshops
and seminars for environmental
and security officers involved in
implementation of the conven-
tion.
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300 farmers lose crops to Insects

NO fewer than 300 farmers lost
their crops to invasion of insects
in four villages in Maiadua
Local Government Area of
Katsina state during the last
rainy season.

The affected villages are

The world's
most polluted
places (9)

FROM lead in the soil to toxins in
the water and radioactive fallout
in the air, The Blacksmith Insti-
tute has created a list ofthe world’s
worst ecological disaster areas

Sumgayit, Azerbaijan

Number ofpeople potentially
affected: 275,000

Type of pollutant: Organic
chemicals, oil and heavy metals

Source of pollution: Petro-
chemical and industrial com-
plexes.

Another legacy of the Soviet
Union’s utter disregard for the
environment — Stalin once
boasted that he could correct
nature’s mistakes —Sumgayit’s
many factories, while they were
operational, released as much as
120,000 tons of harmful emis-
sions, including mercury, into the
air every year. Most of the facto-
ries have been shut down, but the
pollutants remain —and no one is
stepping up to take responsibility
for them. “It's a huge, abandoned
industrial wasteland,” says Fuller.

Madaddaga, Tsohon Birni,
Tsauri and Kakirana.
Alhaji Usman Ahmadu,

the council’s Director of Agri-
culture, made this known on
Tuesday in Katsina at the pres-
entation of 250 bags of assorted

grains donated by the council.
He said the grains would be
distributed to the affected farm-
ers and victims of a recent fire
disaster in the area. <
Ahmadu said the farmers
suffered serious crops failure as

a result of the invasion.

The council Chairman,
Alhaji Abba Yusuf, had earlier
announced a donation of 100
bags of maize to the farmers
and 150 bags to the victims of
the fire disaster, adding that the

LAGOS State Commissioner for Information & Strategy, Mr. Opeyemi Bamidele (centre), address-
ing the press during the joint briefing on medical treatment for the staffers of Lagos State Trans-
port Management Authority (LASTMA) and Lagos State Waste Management Authority (LAWMA)
who may sustain injuries on official duties and free towing of LAWMA /PSP trucks. With him are
Commissioner of Health, Dr. Jide Idris (left), and Special Adviser to the Governor on Transporta-
tion Mr. Kayode Opeifa (right) in Lagos, recently

WAGPC donates noise pollution equip to

IN its efforts at curbing neigh-
bourhood noise pollution, the
Lagos State Government through
the Ministry of the Environment
received a boost when West
African Gas Pipeline Company
(WAGPC) donated noise meas-
uring meter and other equip-
ment to it.

The equipment, which will
help the Ministry to measure
the level of noise generated from
industrial and residential areas,
will assist in reducing noise pol-
lution to the barest minimum in

order to safeguard the health of
the citizenry.

WAGPC Corporate Affairs
Manager, Mrs. Harriet Wereko-
Brobby, who led the delegation
to the ministry, said the donation
was away ofappreciating govern-
ment’s effort at attaining sustain-
able environment devoid of pollu-
tion and degradation.

“The items will help the Min-
istry measure the level of noise at
any time,” she said.

Stressing that noise level at any
point in time, should not be more

than 85 decibels, she noted that
anything above that was capable
of negatively affecting the health
of the people.

She lauded the Ministry on
its beautification, drainage, sani:
tation and landscaping projects,
noting that, those projects would
go a long way in combating the
menace of climate change which
she noted is at present the prob-
lem confronting the whole World.

Dr. Titilayo Anibaba, the Per-
manent Secretary in Ministry of
the Environment who received

the equipment thanked the com-
pany for its concerns for the envi-
ronment and healthy living of the
citizens.

She also disclosed that the
Ministry has received several
complaints from the public
against noise pollution from the
religious groups, merry makers,
musical and video centres as well
as household generators.

While appealing to members
of the public to support govern-
ment’ effort at reducing pollution
to the barest minimum, Anibaba

gesture was to ameliorate their
losses.

He reiterated the commit-
ment of the council to provide
social amenities to the people,
and urged them to support his
administration.

Gov Chime set
to tackle
urban waste

THE Enugu State Government is
more poised than ever before to
tackle waste disposal, for which
necessary machinery had been
set inImotion for effective man-
agement.

Towards thisend, the govern-
ment is making arrangements
with the management of the
Enugu State Waste Management
Agency (ESWAMA), for sustain-
able refuse disposal and urban
waste management in the state.

This was announced by the
State Commissioner for Infor-
mation and Culture, Mr. Chuks
Ugwoke, while briefing the press
at the end of the first meeting of
the State Executive Council this
year chaired by Governor Sulli-
van Chime.

He reiterated government’s
determination and commitment
to maintain a healthy and clean
environment and ensure that the
issue ofwaste disposal and man-
agement was taken care of and
put to rest.

LASG

revealed that experts have found
out that noise pollution is the
major cause of sleeplessness lead-
ing to high blood pressure, hyper-
tension and a times stroke.

She, however, assured that the
state government would deploy
the equipment for the purpose
they were donated and also do
everything possible to protect the
lives and well-being ofthe citizens
through the implementation of
sustainable programmes that will
promote healthy and sustainable
environment.

Copenhagen accord and adaptation to climate change

By Ngodoo Akuto

FOLLOWINC?the Copenhagen
Accord, it has become clear that
Nigeria must put adaptation activ-
ities at the top of its climate change
priorities. This has never been
more urgent as we continue to
experience the devastating effects
ofclimate change ata rapid pace in
several parts of the country.
Nigeria has lost a considerable
portion of land mass to the ever
encroaching Sahara desert, many
villages in the eastern part of the

country have been lost to gully
erosion and sea level rise con-
tinuously threatens investments
and livelihood in the coastal
areas. Most importantly, the
implications of several interna-
tional policy measures threaten
the very existence of our oil
dependent economy.

Nigeria had high expectations
for the talks in Copenhagen. Her
demand and campaign revolved
around deep emission cuts on the
part of the developed countries,
establishment of large and easily

NGODOO Akuto

accessible fund for adaptation in

developing countries, enhancing
the capacity of Nigerians to adapt
to the impact of climate change
and transferring relevant tech-
nologies to aid adaptation and
mitigation efforts.

The Accord is a far cry from
our expectations and from those
of most developing countries.
The commitments made by
developed countries on emission
cuts and the funding pledged
for adaptation and mitigation in
developing countries are neither
adequate nor legally-binding - a

key to the success ofany interna-
tional agreement. Perhaps most
importantly, the Accord does not
outline how the world’s devel-
oped and developing countries
will keep the global temperature
from exceeding 2degrees Celsius.
What it does, however, is recog-
nize the urgency to facilitate
adaptation activities of the most
vulnerable groups of the world
via international support.
Ngodoo Akuto is with the Inter-
national Centrefor Energy, Envi-
ronment & Development
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By Romoke W. Ahmad

A Fulani family has brought
themselves before an Abuja
Upper area court following the
death of their father who they
claimed left some herds of cattle
and goats behind.

The petitioner, Aisha Alhaji
Maikasuwa told the court that
their father left two hundred cows
and some she- goats behind which
her brother who is trusted with
the animals refused to share them

according to Islamic injuctions.

While explaining in court,
Aisha said though their late
father gave them some cows
before he died, however, those
ones she said, were gifts from
their father since a person can
not share his property when still
alive.

Aisha then urged the court
to share the cows for them in
accordance with Islamic princi-
ples so that they can forget about
the property and make do with

Hushand rejects pregnancy
over wife's'dirty attitude'

By Romoke W. Ahmad

A young man has been
brought before an Abuja
upper area court by his girl
friend’s father for refusing to
take care of the girl’s preg-
nancy.

The girl’s father, Mr. Sun-
day Audu, while addressing
the court; said the man who
impregnated his daughter
did it without asking for
her hand in marriag and
after impregnating her, has
refused to take care of the
girl.

The girls father who was
lamenting the predicament,
said he wants the court to
assist him and order the
man to pay damages of
N300,000 for putting his
daughter in thefamily way
and also order him to take
responsibility for pregnancy.

“My daughter has a few

time left to deliver and Fatayi
has not done anything as the
father of the unborn child
and that is why | want him
to pay damages for refusing
to live up to his responsibil-
ity,” he said

Although the defendant,
Abdul Fatayi who allegedly
impregnated the girl, said he
decided to stay off the lady
because he discovered that
the girl is too dirty and that
she has refused to change
her ways. According to
Fatayi ,'l can cope with her
because I did not know that
she is dirty in habit while we
were courting’.

Presiding judge, Issa
Alhaji Yahaha, urged both
parties to go and settle the
case amicably and advised
them not to involve the
court but asked them to
come back ifthey are unable
to resolve the matter.

whatever is given to each ° f them.
The defendant, Muhammed
Sanni , while responding, said
what her sister said is true but
that the cows left by their father
are only eleven after sharing
some of the cows among them.
He also added that five out ofthe
ones left were sold to cover their
father medical expenses before
he died.
“When our father gave us
those cows, we asked him what
they were meant for and he said

National Assembly staff in court

over stolen property

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A.
Fatai

THE police yesterday arraigned
a40-year-old civil servant before
an Abuja magistrate court for
allegedly receiving stolen prop-
erty.

The accused, Zubairu Musa
ofthe National Assembly, Abuja,
was reported to have received a
stolen computer set.

Police prosecutor Adoche
Isenyo, told the court that on
December 31, 2009, the accused
dishonestly received the stolen
items from one Nurudeen Usman

of the National Assembly, Abuja.

“On December 31, 2009, you
dishonestly received from one
Nurudeen Usman, a stolen HP
computer set, thereby commit-
ting an offence punishable under
section 317 of the Penal Code,”
the prosecutor added.

He also stated that the accused
paid N70,000 to Nurudeen
Usman and Umaru Yahaya, who
are currently at large, for the sto-
len computer set.

When the charge was read to
the accused, he denied the allega-
tion and requested for bail, which
was vehemently opposed by the

prosecutor on the grounds that
he might jump bail or interfere
with investigations.

In her ruling, Magistrate
Njideka Duru, granted the
accused bail in the sum of
N50,000 with a reliable surety in
like sum who must reside within
the court’s jurisdiction.

She also ruled that the surety
must be a federal government
civil servant not below Grade
Level 07 and must produce his
or her last letter of promotion
before the court.

The case was adjourned to
February 2, for hearing.

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513
email: citynews@dailytrust.com
News about your capital city

Family In court over
late father's property

they were gifts from him. He also
warned us not to quarrel in case
anything happened to him and
we all agreed. 1 am now surprised
at my sisters behaviour because
the number of cows left is not up
to what my sister is claiming,”
Sanni said.

Witnesses presented by the
defendant all told the court thatl
their father actually shared some
cows among them and that Sanni
was the only one who stayed
with their father till his death

and before the man died, the few
cows left which were five were
sold to pay for his medical treat-
ment and burial.

When the court asked Aisha
for her witness she said the only
witness she has is late. According
to her “my only witness is my late
mother”.

Having listened to all parties
and address by their lawyers,
Judge Hamza Yahaya Gashua
adjourned the case to February
24,2010 for ruling.

WHEEL barrow pushers waiting for customers at Wuse Zone 6 bus stop yesterday.

Sales representative denies stealing N3.7m

By Usman A. Bello &Foluke Ojumo

A23 year old sales representa-
tive, lkena Ibimamadu, yes-
terday denied before an Abuja
magistrate converting N3.7 mil-
lion belonging to his master to
his own use and was granted bail.

Prosecutor Adamu Abdul-
lahi had told the court that the
accused committed the offences
on January 16 at art and craft
village and that the two count
charges are punishable under
section 312 and 322 of the penal
code.

He said the accused who
work as sales representative to
one Okeke lkechukwu at shop
no 2B art and craft village was
entrusted with seven pieces of

Wory, 20 ebony wood and some
fibre glasses valued N3.7 million,
adding that he sold the items and
converted the money to his own
use.

After listening to charges, the
accused pleaded not guilty and
requested for bail which was not
objected to by the prosecutor
who asked for a date for hearing.

Magistrate Zainab Bashir
granted him bail in the sum
of N1 million with two sure-
ties in like sum. The magistrate
ordered that one of the sureties
must be a civil servant of not
below grade level 12 and reside
in the court’s jurisdiction with a
fixed address.

The case was adjourned to
February 1for hearing.
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Four jalled for
stealing iron rods

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court yes-
terday sentenced four men to 60
days imprisonment for jointly
stealing iron rods belonging to
Trademore estate, Lubge, Abuja.
Benedict Kalat, 36, Simon
Kuris, 26, Dogara Galadima, 45,
and lsaac Thorfias, all of Trad-
emore estate, Lugbe, Abuja, were
reported tajiave jointly stolen the

said items on January 17,2010.

Police prosecutor, Yilkudi
Dungji had earlier told the court
that on January 17, 2010, one
Emmanuel Odiii of Trademore
estate, Lugbe, Abuja, reported to
the police that the accused per-
sons were caught stealing 10mm
iron rods from the estate.

“You jointly went to the estate
and stole 20 iron rods valued
N35,000 and were caught red

handed,” the prosecutor stated.

He stated further that during
police investigations, the accused
persons confessed to have stolen
the iron rods which were later
recovered from them, adding
that the offences are punishable
under sections 79 and 288 of the
Penal Code.

When the charge was read to
the accused persons, they pleaded
guilty and begged the court for

DAILY TRUST

leniency, promising not to steal
henceforth.

*Based on their plea, the pros-
ecutor asked the court to try each
ofthe accused persons summarily
under section 157 ofthe Criminal
Procedure Code.

In her ruling, Magistrate Had-
iza Dodo convicted the accused
persons and sentenced each of
them to 60 days imprisonment or
to pay N2,000 fine.

Man remanded for reckless driving

By Chioma Anozie and Foluke Ojomu

A 33 year old driver, John
Yunana, has been remanded
in prison custody by an Abuja
Upper Area court for allegedly
damaging a house.

The  prosecutor, Haruna
Dalami, had earlier informed the

court that on December 25,2009,
atabout 6 pm, one Major Amrobo
ofRomeo and Juliet Guest House,
Zuba, reported to the police that
the accused drove his lveco truck
with resistration number XA 630
in a dangerous manner along
zuba road and destroyed his
house valued N750,000.

When the charge was read
to the accused, he pleaded not
guilty and requested for bail
which was objected by the pros-
ecutor on the grounds that the
driver lives in Kaduna.

The prosecutor told the court
that the offence committed by
the accused is punishable under

section 28 of the Road Traf-
fic Act and asked for a date for
hearing.

Based on the prosecutor’s
plea, Magistrate Babangida Has-
san remanded the accused in
prison custody and adjourned
the case to February 3, for hear-
ing.

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Man accused
of Issuing
dud cheque

By Usman A. Bello & Romoke W.
Ahmad

THE police have charged a
37 year old businessman, Eva
Chinedu Odekaseime, before an
Abuja magistrate court for alleg-
edly issuing dud cheque.

The prosecutor, Adamu
Abdullahi, informed the court
that one esther Olarinoye
reporter to the police that on
September 11, 2009 the accused
issued an oceanic bank’s cheque
of N600,000 in the name of
Charles Ajayi Associate , adding
that the said cheque turnedout to
be a dud cheque on presenting it
to the bank’s official.

The prosecutor stated further
that during investigations, it
was discovered that the accused
issued the cheque knowing that
there was no money in that ac
count

When the content of the First
Information Report (FIR) was
read to the accused, he pleaded
not guilty and requested for bail
which was not objected to by the
prosecutor who rather asked for
a date for hearing to enable him
present witnesses in court.

Senior magistrate  Zainab
Bashir granted him bail in the
sum of N200,000 with two sure-
ties who must be a civil servant
of not below grade level 08 and
adjorned the case to February
2,2010 for hearing

In another case, a 35 year
old man was also arraigned for
allegedly attempting to commit
offence contrary to section 95 of
the penal code law.

According to the prosecutor,
the accused ljoma Okechukwu
Johnson who resides at No 30
Colorado close ,Maitama, Abuja
entered oceanic bank at Wuse
zone 4 to deposit N5,000.

He explained, the accused
wrote N50,000 on the deposit
slip in the name of Mezer James
Olimi but handed over N5,000
to the teller for stamp, adding
that he did it with the inten-
tion to defraud the bank and was
arrested

The accused denied the
charges and magistrate Zainab
bashir granted him bail in the
sum 0fN30,000 with two sureties
who must reside in Abuja.

The case was adjourned to
January 25 for hearing.

Driver charged with breach of trust

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A.
Fatai

A 25-year-old commercial
taxi driver yesterday appeared
before an Abuja magistrate
court for alleged breach of trust
and cheating.

The accused, Terrah Gilbert
of Asokoro, Abuja, was said to
have ran away to Adamawa State

with the car belonging to one
Mr. Ishaya Livinus of Block 14,
Flat 2, Wuse, Zone 6, Abuja.
Police prosecutor, Ahmed
Mohammed told the court
that on January 14, 2010, the
complainant reported mto the
police that he entrusted his
Nissan Sunny car with regis-
tration number XR884ABC
to the accused for commercial

purposes sometimes in August
20009.

“There was an agreement that
you would be remitting N72,000
monthly to the complainant; but
instead, you ran away with the
car to Adamawa State, thereby
committing offences punish-
able under sections 312 and 322
ofthe Penal Code,” the prosecu-
tor stated.

He said since December
2009, the accused whereabouts
was not known, adding that his
guarantor had to go to Adamawa
State to arrest and bring him to
Abuja.

When the charges were read
to the accused, he denied the
allegations and requested for
bail, which was not objected by
the prosecutor.

In her ruling, Magistrate
Rosemary Kanyip granted
the accused bail in the sum
of N50,000 with a reasonable
surety in like sum who must
reside within the court’s juris-
diction and swear to an affidavit
to produce the accused in court
on the adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to
February 18, for hearing.



DA' LY TRUST Thursday, January 21, 2010

WORLD BANK
JOB VACANCIES

The World Bank, Nigeria Country Office, requires the services of highly organized and
energized professionals, capable of operating effectively and discreetly in a very
demanding, fast-paced and culturally diverse environment, to 11 the vacant position of
Social Protection Spetiaiist-Youth Employment.

Job Title: Social Protection Specialist-Youth Employment,
Location: Abuja Country Office
Duration: Or®Year Extended Term ConsultantAppointment

Job Context

Youth Unemployment is a growing phenomenon Inthe Africa region, in Nigeria, youth
unemployment is estimated at about 20 - 25% of the population. Itis also increasing,
especially given the current state of economic challenges. The Federal Government
recently created a Ministry of Youth Development and the Ministry along with other
stakeholders developed a Youth Development Strategy with an Action Plan. (2009 -
2015). A Youth Development Fund has also been created. The Ministry along with
Ministry of labor and Productivity, Ministry of WWomen Affairs, Ministry of Niger Delta and
the National Planning Commission are currently fashioning interventions on youth
employment and job creation. Several State Governments, Local Governments and Non
Government Organizations are also executing pilot youth employment and
empowerment schemes across, the Country,

The World Bank is geared to assist the Federal and State Government of Nigeria in
addressing the challenges of youth unemployment. The Country Partnership Strategy
(2010- 2013) identifies Youth Employment interventions as one of the initiatives of
Government that the World Bank will support inthe contribution to improve human capital
inthe Country and ultimately promoting growth and development. \Withinthe Region, the
Social Protection (SP) Unit of the World Bank (AFTSP) provides policy and technical
advice as well as financial support: to initiatives of Government on provision and
protection basic services for the extreme poor. InNigeria the Unit is currently focused on
Community-based social services delivery, Safety Nets. Laborand Youthemployment.
AFTSP is recruiting a local Social Protection Specialist on extended term consultancy
basis for two years, based in Abuja, Nigeria. The SP specialist will help strengthen the
current SP team to identify youth-related priority areas for support, and work with local
counterparts to help formulate specific interventions, accelerate results on the ground
especially oh the youth employment program.

Duties and Accountability,
The Social Protection Specialist wiirwork closely with the World Bank counfry teams, to
provide technical and policy advice and operational guidance to government teams, at
both: federal and state levels, and consultants on social protection interventions,
especially the youth employment initiatives. The SP S willwork under the management of
the AFTSP Sector Manager and guidance of the AFCW?2 Country Director, He/she would
reporttothe SP Task Team Leader.

Key responsibilities include:

« Help incompiling knowledge of operational activities on the ground, their impact and
scalability.

*  Providing technical inputs into all aspects of youth employment initiatives and
operations of the Unit, including developing concept notes, terms of reference for
consultancy, project appraisal documents, monitoring and evaluation frameworks
systems and other documents to be prepared by the Unit,

* Supervising and providing guidance for the implementation of consultancy
undertaking to produce documentations, framework and system designs for youth
employmentand other social protection initiatives.

» Supporting capacity building of Federal and State teams and institutions for effective
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the National Youth Development Action
Planand Strategy.

« Working with other development partners and civil society in the Country to develop
effective youth employment mechanism in specific and social protection strategy in
general.

Selection Criteria

The successful candidate will have:

« An advanced degree in social sciences, or related subject area, and at least five
years of relevant experience in development work, including design and
implementation of targets! poverty reduction interventions. Youth-development
work related experience will be an asset.

« Relevant experience in Development Agencies operations, including provision of
technical, or operational support for projects or country assistance strategies, in the
area ofhuman capital development

*  Superior organizational and logistical skills; capacity to work simultaneously and
effectively on a variety oftasks;
*  Excellentwriting, oral and presentation skills.

* Behavioral competencies that facilitate dialogue with country partners and country
teams, including listening skills, effective teamwork, knowledge sharing, training and
capacity development skills, and ability to adapt advice to the local institutional
realities.

Electronic Applications:
L]

For the full position description and complete selection criteria, qualified candidates are
requested to visit and submit the electronic application at www.woddbank.org/careers.
Once onthe site, candidates should follow link to accessjo b number 100073and submit
their application online. Paper applications will not be considered. The closing date
for receipt of your electronic application is close of business on February 02,2010. Only
shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Qualified male and female candidates of diverse background (gender, religious,
ethnic) are encouraged to apply.
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5u YAR'ADUA/SHEMA POLITICAL MOVEMENT
Re-PDP Govs Meet to Pick New VP

Our attention has been drawn to a lead article of Tuesday 12th January 2010 ot the
Leadership Newspaper with above caption which purportedly listed Governor Ibrahim
Shema ofKatsina state among otherslisted in Shealleged race forVice Presidency,

As aKatsina based polSical movementwith objective ofenlightening the citizenry on the
good works of both our grand father Umaru Musa Yar'adua and our father, Ibrahim Shehu
Shams, we cannot hold brieffor the Governors but we felt the Newspaper would have been
fair enough to provide details ofthe meeting and where it held to convince Nigerians that its
neithera sponsored orempty speculation as Itstsnd atthe moment

This is so because Nigerians are only aware of the 36 state Governors meeting held on
the dale so referred and not PDP governors meeting as inconceivably put, who by their
inteflectual disposition could not contemplate even discussing a position thatwas not in any
way vacant.

While Governor Ibrahim Shema and his colleagues like all other right thinking Nigerians
may choose to dismiss the article as a simple mischief, baseless and concocted artiefe
meantto satisfy the wish ofits sponsors and therefore do notrequire any attention/response
or further discussion we shall ai the risk of offending them both here pinpointthe danger of
the foedia getting involve in publishing a sided sensational garbage as dangerous to the
questofdemocracy and good governance especiallywhen the article has by every standard
fellshortofa balanced, objective and ethical reporting.

For the record, Governor forahim Shema has not left anyone in doubt that, he is
contended with the presentimportant posiiton he occupied, and unlike others we know he
does not have that Mind craze for power and position but allow God took charge of all his
endeavours and remain grateful forAllah’s grace and bounties for him tn life sofar.

He equally revive notneverto be deterred by agents of destruction orevilforces bentat
creating a seed of discord between him and his father "Baba Matawalie” and build from the
legaciesfie left behind by doing all In his time to run Katsina mosttransparently and improve
on the well being ofhis people, these he leftnoteven the first visitor of Katsina in doubt about,

Nigerians and Katsina people in particular have remain confidentof Governor Shema's
loyalty and commitment to the entire Yaradua political family and despite ail sponsored
mischief and evil political machinations by fifth columnist against his personality and
government of the state. We have seen his resolution to remain focused and committed to
better the lives of Katsina people as the job he was setout to complete within the stipulated
constitutional framework.

Governor lbrahim Shema has in ail occasion condemned recent politicization of
Yaradua'sill heath and urges Nigerians to as he does, always pray for the speedy recovery
of President Umaru Musa Yafadua and subsequent nrfym to Nigeria to continue with the
goodworks he storied for Nigerians and even mm.

We, therefore, want use this opportunity to appeal to Governor Shema to disregard all
those evil forces bentat brewing the seed ofdiscord between him and his father, for they will
surelyfail since God is notasleep and is surely behind him.

Theversatility, intellect and political acumen of both gentlemen has gone beyond that of
anarrow minded and self centred clique's coordinated campaigns of calumny.

You have imprinted your legacies after completing all those started by your father, and
Katsina people are not unaware of your unambitious disposition and faith in Allah to
determine toe nextstepforyog, may He be ofhelp to allyourendeavours,AmeenSl

Signed.
Abdu Hailru Kafin Sot)
Chairman.
Yaradua/Shema Political Movement.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

JSI RESEARCH & TRAINING INSTITUTE, INC/NIGERIA

Senior Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Specialist
The Targeted States High Impact Project (TSHIP) is a five-year program focused on the
improvement of health systems and the management of health systems in Nigeria. TSHIP is
funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and implemented
by JSI Research and Training Institute, Inc, (JSI).

The TSHIP Senior M&E Specialist will oversee the daily management of the M&E activities.
This position is based in Bauchi, Nigeriaandwill report to the ChiefofParty (COP).

Responsibilities Include (but are not limitedto):

+  Maintainingthecomprehensive plan for M&E implementation;

+  Planning and implementing project data collection, management, and analysis;

+  Supporting M&E-related capacity-buildingactivities for TSHIP partners;

+ Monitor the quality and completeness of TSHIP data for documenting project
per[)cirmance and ensuring data use for evidence-based decision making and solve data
problems:

+ Compile and analyze data from each of the project technical areas and support the
technical team in presenting recommendations to the, COP for improvements m
implementationonaquarterly basis;

+  Oversee development and maintenance of Project databasefsi and ensure timely data
entry,

* Supervise theday-to-day work ofthe M & E staff

« Lead TSHIP staff to disseminate data on project progress and results to JSI, the
international community (e.g., throughreports, presentations, etc.), and stakeholders;

* Plananddraft the baseline, midline, and final evaluation reports for the Project.

Qualifications:

+ Masters degree in public health, development, statistics or related field and at least 8
yearswork experiencein international public health programs;

+ Familiarity with the principles and current approaches to M&E in health and/or
development programs and experience in the design, conduct and analysis of research
studies (quantitative and qualitative);

+  Priormanagement, supervision, andcapacity building experience;

+  Ability towork independently with minimal supervision as well as towork as part ofa
team;

+  Excellentwritingand communicationsskills in English required,

+  Computer literacy with demonstrated use ofword processing, database and presentation
software (Word, Excel, Power Point, Access). Experience with mapping{e.g., Arc-GIS,
Health Mapper), and statistical analysis software (e.g., SPSS, EPI-INFO, STATA)a plus.

To apply for this position, please send your resume and letter of interest via email to
niiicriatshipZOlOffyahoq.com Please includejob title in the subject. All Applications musi: be
submitted byJanuary29,2010.
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Security guards charged
with negligence

By Korie Catherine Chineye &Chioma
Anoze

FOUR security guards have
appeared before an Abuja magis-
trate court for abandoning their
duty post

The accused persons,
Emmanuel Orgbidye, Dangtin
Sunday, Joseph Maggaji and Jacob
Yusuf were said to have aban-
doned their duty post and pave
dway for hoodlums to steal items

at a shop in Wues market.
Prosecutor David informed the
court one adamu Akun reported
to the police on December 23,
2009, he locked his two shops at
the market and went for Christ-
mas holiday, adding that coming
back, he met his shops broken.
He said the latin Security
detailed to guard the market
negligently allowed hoodlums
to broke into his shop and made
away with Ovaltine, milo and

milk valued N53,800 and a cash
0fN659,300.

When the charges were read to
the acussed persons they pleaded
not guilty and requested for bail
while the prosecutor asked for
a date for hearing to enable him
present witness in court.

Based on the accused denial,
magistrate Folashade Oyekan
granted him bail and adjourned
the case to February 3, for hear-
ing.
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Coy holds youths
enrichment programme

for Uni-Abuja

By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

A telecommunication company,
MTN Nigeria limited on Tuesday
held youths enrichment seminar
for the student of the University
of Abuja at the Gwagwalada mini
campus.

The manager, youth segment
of the company, Kelvin Orifa
,said they organized the semi-
nar to aquit them with the right
information and knowledge,
adding that if one has the right
information they will be able act
out rightly and become great in
future.

According to him they focus on
the youths because they constitute
over 50 percent ofthe entire popu-
lation and that their character can
easilybe mould, adding that ifthe
country must realize vision 2020,
they need to focus on the youths
and that the earlier they acquaint
them with the right information
the better for the nation.

“It is our company’s social
responsibility to the people and
that was the extent of MTN
ground In Nigeria and we will
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continue to explore opportuni-
ties, avenue and platform that we
know can only enrich the youths
and our company,” he said

He added “we are out to also let
them know the unique product
and services we offer like black-
berry, SMS chart as well as bring-
ing information to their door step
so that they will be able to access
them and act promptly.

He said their priority is to
enrich the life of the commu-
nity they operate, adding that the
seminar will also be held in other
universities so that many youths
can benefit from the programme.

Meanwhile, a resource person
at the seminar, Less Brown of
the united state urged the youths
to develop strategic mind and
explore God given gift that will
lead them to achieve the desired
goal.

“Make total commitment
in your field of endeavour and
always share idea with people
who can help you to achieve your
goal. Getting the right informa-
tion is the key to success in life,”
he said.

The M.D/CEO, Management and Staff of

Itamat Ventures Nigeria Limited

rejoices with the Chairman Board of Directors;
Alh. (Dr) Sani Dauda (MON) Garkuwar Zazzau Babba
Management and Staff of PAN LIMITED NIGERIA

for these loudable achievements made.

PAN Manufacturers of Peugeot. The most durable car on

Nigeria Roads.

We are proud to be associated with you.

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Signed:

Mr. Isaac |. Amaechi

MD/CEO

ITAMAT VENTURES NIGERIA LIMITED
Construction, Investment/Exterior Decoration and general Supplies

KADUNA OFFICE: Road P5, Block 8A, Shagari Estate Barnawa Kaduna.
Tel: 08050249652, 08028405994 E-mail: itamatventures@yahoo.com
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Anambra poll: Canawoman make It?

From Beatrice Onuchukwu, Awka

ALL is set for the February 6th governorship election in
Anambra Sate. In less than three weeks, the election will
take place. Out of the twenty five candidates cleared by
the Independent National Electoral Commission (INCE),
many of them have been seriously campaigning in all the
326 wards and 177 communities in the state.

The campaign is evidenced by posters of different col-
ours and sizes, bill boards, fleet of buses, long convoys of
vehicles heading for rallies as well as a number of radio
and television announcements. Virtually all the candidates
used the last Christmas period to take their campaign to
variouscommunities and also participate in launching and
other activities. Itis important to note that out ofthe twenty
five candidates cleared, two are women; they are Hon. Mrs.
Uche Ekwunife of Peoples Progressive Alliance (PPA) and
Hon. Mrs. Njideka Ugochi Anyadike of Nigerian Advance
Party (NAP).

Mrs. Njideka Anyadike seems familiar with the terrain
having contested for governorship election in the state in

2007 under the umbrella of the African
Democracy Congress (ADC). Then she
had a lot of supporters who were ready to
ensure she won the election which never
took place. Therefore, her current cam-
paign is expected to be a little bit easier.
Currently she is contesting under NAP.
She said the burden she has for the state
and Nigeria in general informed her desire
to put up for the election once again. Mrs.
Anyadike has been into advocacy and civil
society work.

She said her vision is to transform
Anambra State through people oriented
government that will empower the people
and take stress off their shoulders. She also
hopes to “make the state the light of the
Nation” by setting an enviable standard in
governance, worldng with a team ofequals.

Mrs. Anyadike has also been an advo-
cate of transparent election as she believes
that an election that is ridden with corrupt
practices will never produce responsible
leaders that will ensure good governance.
She believes a credible election will benefit
everyone, adding that it is the only way to
SUCCESS.

Like Anyadike, Rep Uche Ekwunife
is one of the serious contenders for the
Anambra governorship seat. Her serious-
ness is evidenced in her campaign which
has so far taken her to all nooks and cranny
ofthe state. Apart from posters, bill boards
that adorn the entire state, she has fleet of

vehicles in her convoy like he male counterparts.

Her show of strength in the ongoing campaign is not
a surprise to many observers. Her victory during the
party’s primaries held in Awka is a clear indication of
her readiness to give other candidates a good run for
their money.

Although, there are some challenges which she may
face as a woman, Ekwunife looks set to pull some sur-
prises. Many in Nigeria held the belief that govern-
ance is and should be exclusive business of the men.
However, itis obvious that such assumptions exist only
in the minds of those living in the past. With great
women leaders like Mrs. Indira Gandhi of India, Mar-
garet Thatcher of Great Britain and currently Mrs.
Helen Johnson of Liberia etc, it haslbecome common
knowledge that women could do extremely well when
given the chance.

Local examples also abound in Nigeria. In Anam-
bra State, Dame Virgie Etiaba was once the Governor of
Anambra State and it has been widely argued that her
briefsojourn in the Government House made tremen-

Jigawa PDP vows to deal

with electoral

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

THE Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in Jigawa State
yesterday warned that the party would not take it lightly
if the state Independent Electoral Commission (JSIEC)
fails to conduct credible local government election on
February 13.

The party sounded the warning at its state secretariat
in Dutse witile presenting flags to the 27 local government
chairmanship candidates. All the candidates except that
of Hadejia local government received the lags.

Speaking at the occasion, Governor Sule Lamido
charged electorate to eschew their grievances and vote
for PDP, saying, “you should not bother about the per-
sonality ofa candidate but the party. You have witnessed
various achievements under the PDP; hence, you should
vote no other party than the PDP.”

Speaking also at the occasion, former state governor of
the state, Alhaji Ali Sa'adu Birnin-Kudu warned that PDP

body If...

would not take it lightly with the state electoral body if it
fails to conduct credible election.

“The chairman ofthe commission, Dr. Alili Galadima
should remember that he swore with holy Quran that he
will bejust and fair to all political parties and will conduct
credible election, hence, we will not let him go scot free
if he fails to conduct credible and fair election February,
13” Birnin Kudu said.

The former governor also called for the adequate
security saying, “anybody found causing trouble during
jthelelection should be arrested and dealt with accord-
ingly.”

Thousands of PDP faithful from all the 27 local gov-
ernments stormed the state capital for the occasion. Yes-
terday’s event was the launching of the grand campaign
ahead of the local government poll

AH Zonal offices of the party were directed to launch
their campaign at their respective zones with the state
executives expected to attend all the zonal campaigns.

dous difference. Itis also on record that female senators
and members ofthe House of Representatives constitute
some of the best legislators we have in the country. Form
three senators elected in 1999, the number of female
senators have increased to nine in the 2007 elections.
Observers say the number is likely to even increase in
2011.

Though no woman has so far been elected as Presi-
dent or governor in the country, many of them are known
to have put up spirited fight in previous election. At the
presidency, Mrs. Sarha lJibril is known to have given a
tough time to her male counterparts in the PDP in 1999
and 2007 respectively, though she fell short of securing
the ticket.

Similarly, Senator Joy Emodi once contested for the
governorship position of Anambra State in 1997 under
the defunct Congress for National Consensus (CNC).
Although the election was not conclusive due to the
death of the then military Head of State, General Sani
Abacha, she was known to have pulled some good sup-
port.

In view of the progression witnessed over the years in
terms of women’s capacity on the political space, many
observers have indeed concluded that Ekwunife might have
no cultural or political hindrance along the way. Already,
some analysts have placed well above some ofthe male can-
didates contesting with her.

She has been appealing to the womenfolk and our cor-
respondent gathered that she has so far attracting some
good level of their support. One local woman who spoke
to Daily Trust recently said all Ekwunife needs is to ensure
that she protects her votes. “We will give her the votes,” thfe
woman said.

“The change we need” is Ekwunife's campaign slogan.
She believes it is time for awoman to win election as gov-
ernor in Anambra. In a speech shortly after her inaugura-
tion, the lawmaker said she was not running the office of
the governor to enrich herself, rather she said it would be
a chance for her to ensure justice and fairness as well as
provide equal opportunity for all.

The PPA candidate promised to enhance workers’ wel-
fare package and ensure prompt payment of salaries. She
also promised to improve the educatibnal system in the
state as well as revamp existing health infrastructure. Also
on her agenda is the revitalization of community health
centres in order to actualize the Millennium Development
Goals.

Chairman of her campaign organization Bar. Chuks
Chinwuba said in view of the vigorous campaign mounted
by the candidate, PPA is certainly headed for victory at the
polls. He said PPA’s good programmes had been accepted
by the people of the state.

On some aggrieved party members who left the PPA
for other parties, Chinwuba said their departure was good
because they were moles within.

2011: Kwara PDP
stresses embargo on

political campaign

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

KWARA State Chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party,
Alhaji Yusuf Aiyedun, has reaffirmed that the party has not
endorsed any candidate to succeed incumbent governor, Aby-
bakar Bukola Saraki, in 2011.

In a two-page statement signed by Aiyedun and seven
other executive members, the party also observed that the
embargo placed on political activities across the state is being
violated by some erring members ofthe party.

The statement warned party members to desist from any
form of political activities at all levels, stressing that failure to
adhere to the directives would attract sanctions.

The partysaid it istoo earlyto flag offany political activities
because doing so would distract the governments determina-
tiontogivegood servicetothe people. Alhaji Aiyedun said that
the administration under the leadershipof Governor Bukola
Saraki was determined to ensure that on-going projects are
completedand put to use before he leaves office in 2011.
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Sen Ekaette says

Yar'adua's impeachment
Is uncalled for

SENATOR Umeh Ekaette has said

that the alleged impeachment plot

against President Umaru Yar'adua
by some of her,colleagues, is

, totally uncalled for.

x  Ekaette, who spoke in Abuja
yesterday, was reacting to media
reports that some federal lawmak-
ers were planning to initiate an
impeachment proceeding based
on Section 143 of the Constitu-

n.

"'l think it is a bit too hasty,
we have to first get our facts right
before taking any further action,
Ekaette said.

The senator stated that though
Yar'adua had yet to transmit a let-
ter to the Senate as enshrined in
section 145 of the Constitution,
it amounted to an undue haste to
start invoking the provisions to
plot his removal.

Shesaid: " So, I don't thinkwe

should invoke section 143 yet.

"W e still have to get more
information because if we decide
the matter on a wrong premise,
such decision might be too hasty
for the country to comprehend.

" | am happy that the Senate
President was able to steer the

ship very well during the debate
on the matter on the floor, we
must work on good information;
what information are we to base
our decision on ?2” he asked rhe-
torically.

She said that the need for more
information precipitated the Sen-
ate’s decision to invite the Secre-
tary to the Government of the
Federation to the Senate on today.

Ekaette, maintained that con-
trary to the media reports, the
Senate remained one indivisible
entity. " We may all have our dif-
ferent opinions on issues because
of our orientation and back-
ground and we are at liberty to
think differently, but we do have
respect for the Constitution.

"On President YarAdua's
matter, we are not in any way
divided at all, she stressed.
(NAN)
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Gombe guber aspirant
commends security

agencies over Soyinka's rally

By Abbas Jimoh

PEOPLES Democratic Party
(PDP) gubernatorial aspirant in
Gombe State, Alhaji Abubakar
Mu’azu Hassan, has commended
security agencies, including the
Nigeria Police and the State
Security Service (SSS) over the
civilised manner they handled
the recent opposition rally led
by Nobel laureate, Prof. Wole
Soyinka against President Umaru
Musa Yar'adua’s absence from
the country.

Soyinka had led other emi-
nent Nigerians to the national
assembly to protest the continous
absence of Yar'aduawho has been
receiving medical treatment in
Saudi Arabia and to call for the
immediate swearing in of his
vice, Dr Goodluck Jonathan, as
acting president. He also called
for the implementation of the
Justice Lawal Uwais led Elec-
toral Reform Committee (ERC)
report.

OBITUARY

The Chairman, members and entire staff of National

“The performance of th v
nations security was unprece-
dented and historic,” Mu'azu, who
was one time Youth Leader of the
PDP in Gombe State, said.

“None of the peaceful protest-
erswas molested in any way by the
police as it used to be. It was as if
nothingtookplace. The conduct of
the police shows that we are mov-
ing forward at the national level,
but what remains is for state com-
missioners ofpolice to follow suit,
he said.

He called on the Inspector
General of Police to ensure that the
-culture of such civility is impacted
in all his CPs “so that they don't
harass, intimidate and brutalise
members of the opposition in any
state where they want to do some-
thing peacefully.”

“By so doing, the police have
great respect for the freedom of
expression. They also know that
the public order act has no place
in a free environment where peo-
ple knowtheir rights,” Muazu said.

Commission regret to announce the passing away df Ppjowpr
Bashir Ahmad ikara, erstwhile Federal Commissioner Kiaduna
State, which sad event happened on 31s December 2009 after a
protracted illness.

The Commission will forever remember his invaluable

mntributions to the successful planning and execution ot me
actives ofdecommission parttaularty the 2006 Population and
Housing Cens

Prof Ikara was an erudite scholar, an administrator of distinction
and a patriot who believed that nothing but the best is good for
Nigeria He brought his wealth of experience to bear in the
discharge of his duties as the Federal Commissioner for Kaduna
and Edo State.

He has since been buried in his hometown, ikara, lkara LGAof
Kaduna State, accordingto Islamicrites.

May God grant his soul eternal rest.
PROF. BASHIR AHMAD IKARA fNIM, FICHi

Hon. Federal Commissioner
National Population Commission, Kaduna State

Dr. Callix Udofia
Director, Public Affairs



DAILY TRUST ThursdayJanuary21,2010

SPOR1

EFagles crush Mambas

By Ibraheem A. Fatai

AGAINST all odds, the Super
Eagles yesterday inspired by
Osazfc ~ Odemwingie  brace
thrashed Mambas of Mozam-
bique 3-0 to book their place in
the quarter finals at the ongoing
Africa Cup of Nations in Angola.

Although, the Eagles enjoyed
better ball possession in the first
25 minutes, they could not trans-
late the domination to goals.

What would have been an
opener for the Eagles came in
the 9th minutes when Obasi
Ogbuke’s ferocious shot from the
left was brilliantly punched away
by the Mambas goalkeeper.

In the 18th minutes, the dead-
lock would have been broken by
the Mambas when winger Genito
misdirected his shot well wide of
Enyeama’s goal. Two minutes
later, the same Genito dribbled
past Nigerian defence and fired
a shot, which was handled with
ease by well positioned Enyeama.

Just as the first halfwas going
to an end, Osaze picked up the
ball from the left corner and
after spotting that the Mamba’s
goalkeeper Rafael, was slightly
away from the near post, he
released a powerful low drive
into the net.

The second halfwas even bet-
ter for the Eagles who were more
determined to redeem their sag-
ging image. Two minutes after
the commencement of the sec-
ond half, Sani Kaita sent a free
pass to Yakubu Aiyegbeni who
sprinted down before releasing
a delicious low ball that evaded
the Mambas defenders, Khan
and Lobo, before finding Osaze
who wasted no time to squeeze
the ball pass the keeper'for the

Eagles must avoid back

By David Ngobua

EVEN as Super Eagles picked
one of the quarterfinal tickets
yesterday with a convincing
3-0victor"Dver the Mambas of
Mozambique, former.interna-
tional, Moses Kpakor has urged
the team to do away with too
many back passes as they are to
be too dangerous for comfort.
Speaking to Trustsports
moments after yesterday’s
match, the former Eagles
midfielder maid the team is
getting better as it was able

second goal.

In the hour mark, the match
became a little bit scrappy,
prompting Amodu to introduce
his ‘weapon of mass destruction’
Obafemi Martins, to replace the
skipper, Aiyegbeni Yakubu.

Minutes after his introduc-
tion, Monteiro was allowed by

to show more offensive play but
must resist the temptation to play
backward even when the going is
tough.

Kpakor explained that even
if they have to play back passes,
Eagles must learn to do so within
their opponents own halfbecause
it is risky to indulge in such
actions in their own half.

“l am really happy that Eagles
won convincingly. They played

-better than what they did in their
previous matches. Today (yester-
day) | saw offensive play and that
kept their opponents away from

. duction of Obafemi

the Eagles defenders to take a free
header, which forced Enyeamato
quickly make a stupendous safe.
Not satisfied with the midfield,
Ayilawas brought in in the 72nd
minutes to replace Etuhu and
Nsofor for Osaze in the 83rd
minutes.

Three minutes later, Nigeria

SPORT

m = m | 53

Verti Eagles, Africa's '

perennial under
achievers?

Page 55

corner kick was headed away,
but while Campira was still bat-
tling with what to do with the
ball, Mikel collected it from him
and released a thunderous shot
that was saved by the goalkeeper.
But the keeper’s effort only post-
poned the evil day as the rebound
fell to the boot of Martins who

passes - Kpakor

their goal area. Even before now,
I knew that the team will get bet-
ter as the competition progresses,”
he said.

Kpakor also hailed the intro-
Martins
whom he said changed the team’s
attack the moment he stepped on
the field.

He noted that there was a tele-
pathic understanding between the
Wolfsburg of Germany attacker
and Osaze Odemwingie which
freed the midfielders as they had
more space to distribute the balls.

Kpakor further said that Aiy-

engbeni had no business being on
the field when Martins was sitting
on the bench.

The former BCC Lions gem
said he appreciates Yakubu’s con-
tributions but he has not been able
to demonstrate enough sharpness
expected of a striker of his status.

“My suggestion is that in sub-
sequent matches, Martins should
be paired with Osaze. For once,
Aiyegbeni should give way for
these two strikers to start and. lets
see what they can do. I have no iota
of doubt in my mind that Osaze-
Martins partnership will yield the

buried the ball in the net from
the 8 yards.

With the victory against
Mozambique, Eagles now have
six points and have secured the
second position in the group
behind Egypt who thrashed
Benin 2-0 to top the group with
nine maximum points.

necessary result,” he observed.

Kpakor furthermore called
on Nigerians to be patient with
the team as he said Eagles will
continue to improve on their
performance.

“lwant Nigerians to give the
Eagles a chance. Too many crit-
icisms will not take the team
anywhere. For me, today’s (yes-
terday’s) victory did not come
as asurprise because right from
the beginning, | knew they will
improve with time. Just one
defeat is not enough for us to
write off the team,” he said.
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Do-or-die clash for former
champions

FORMER champions Cam-
eroon and Tunisia will meet
for a do-or-die Africa Cup
of Nations Group D match at
the Estadio Alto da Chela in
Lubango today, with one of
the heavyweights set to make
an early exit from the tourna-
ment.

The equation is very sim-

Sseries

ple for Tunisia: victory will see
them through to the quarterfi-
nals; anything less and the 2004
champions will be on an early
flight back home.

For four-times champions
Cameroon things are a bit more
complicated. A win over Tuni-
sia will see them safely through
to the next round but they could

Introducing

With VIERA special SO facility, you can share dips of memorable

conceivably qualify even ifthey
draw bu.t it then depends on
the result between Gabon and
Zambia in the concurrent game
played in Benguela..

It is possible that we could
end up with a three-way tie at
the top of Group D between
Gabon, Cameroon and Zambia.
All would have four points and

the head-to-head tie-break-
ing situation would fall away
because each side would have
won and lost to another in the
trio.

In that case, goal difference
would be the next deciding fac-
tor and there is little to choose
between the sides at present.

A possible decision based on
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disciplinary records or even the
drawing of lots is not a long shot
in this group;..

However, no side will be
keen to let their fate in the tour-
nament leave their own hands,
and Cameroon will want to
move up a gear after what has
been an uninspired showing in
Angola thus far.

Zambia seek
gualification
with win

ZAMBIA and Gabon moved out
of the Southern Angolan City of
Lubango earlier this week and
made their way to the coastal
retreat of Benguela for their
final 2010 Africa Cup of Nations
Group D encounter today.

En route the Zambians must
have been pondering how it is
mthat after two games, a 1-1 draw
with Tunisia and a 3-2 loss to
Cameroon, they havejusta single
point to show, as they could possi-
bly have had six points in the bag.

The discussion amongst
the Gabonese would have been

The fact
Zambia find
themselves
the verge
elimination
their own

around how they would seek out
a draw against Zambia and get
the point they need to move to
the knock-out stages of the tour-
nament.

The last time Gabon managed
to make it to the knock phase was
back in 1996. Azingo Nation-
ale, as the Gabonese are other-
wise known, failed to progressed
beyond the group stages at the
1994 and 2000 Nations Cups, the
other occasions that they have
qualified for Africas premier
competition.

The fact that Zambia find
themselves on the verge of elimi-
nation is all their own doing.

During their opening game,
the ‘Copper Bullets’ were all over
Tunisia and should have easily
won the game by a two or three-
goal margin.

Instead they did not make
their chances count and the Tuni-
sian managed to ride their luck
and level matters.
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lali Eagles, Africa’s perennial
nderachievers?

"EUROPEAN champions,
Spain, were once dubbed under
~achievers.
This was because in spite of
»e strength >of the country’s
pgue and the galaxy of pljiy-
li at their disposal, they always
filed to deliver when much was
| 'Kpected of them at major tour-
naments.
It all changed when they
3n the European title in 2008
id their eventual ascendancy
pthe number one spot in FIFA
Inking.
IMali’s Eagles, parading an
tray of players from the French
|d Spanish leagues, share this

The West
Africans had
been expected
to build on the
great comeback
against Angola

Itmilarity with Spain. But while
je Spaniards have shed the
lga of under achievers, Mali
lave yet to do that. With the
|Jundaat talent in their squad,
je Malians were expected to be
iof the serious contenders
|he African title at the ongo-
pNations Cup in Angola.
"losts Angola put a question
on that expectation on the
fmatch day on fan. 10 when
raced on to a four-goal
d before the Malians rallied

I 4-4 draw.

The West Africans had been

MALI'S Mamadou Bayayoko celebrates his goal against Malawi in Cabinda.The Mali Eagles
have been dubbed as Africa's perennial under achievers.

comeback against Angola but
they again faltered 1-0 against
World Cup-bound Algeria in
their second match of the tour-
nament.

That loss to Algeria proved
too costly. Their 3-1 win over
Malawi in their last group game
could not save them as they
were ousted by the competi-
tion’s head-to-head rule.

Although Mali finished four
points apiece with Algeria and

even enjoyed a superior goal
difference over the North Afri-
cans, they were sent packing
from the competition by the
competition’s Article 72.

The Algerians clinched
Group A’s second slot behind
hosts Angola because of the
Confederation of African Foot-
ball (CAF) Article 72 (1) gov-
erning the ongoing competi-
tion.

It states that in case of a tie

Mulenga: I'd love to move to bigger

~pvMBIA forward  Jacob
*Tulenga said he intends to move
mrom FC Utrecht to#a bigger club
fand would love to play for Liv-
‘erpool.

Mulenga, who can play up
ront or on either wing, has
cored two goals for Zambia

ahead of its final group match
Thursday at the African Cup of
Nations in Angola.

Zambiaislastin Group D but

ladvance to the quarterfinals

the head-to-head rule if it

beats leader Gabon.

“l am a big fan of Liverpool,”
Mulengatold The Associated Press
on Wednesday. “If | have to play
against Liverpool, | would have
to forget the admiration | have for
them and play to win.”

Mulenga turns 26 next month
and has scored five goals in 17
appearances in the Dutch league.
He says he is happy at Utrecht,
where he normally plays on the
left wing, but intends to move in
the near future.

“FC Utrecht is a great club,” he
said. “Theyare helping me alot but
| cannot sit back and say | don’t
dream ofplaying forabigger club.”

Utrecht drew 0-0 with Dutch
leader FC Twente last week, and
coach Ton du Chatinier is looking
forward to Mulenga returning.

“Jacob is a player who is always
dangerous,” Du Chatinier said.
“For us, itisapity thatheisplaying
in Angola. I hope he will be back
soon because we need him.”

Mulenga scored 32 goals in 38

in points, the winner will be
decided by: '' Greater num-
ber of points obtained in the
matches between the teams in
question”.

Algeria  went  through
because of three points they
got in the lone goal win over
the Malians.

The Malians had just two
players from the country’s
league, while the rest were from
clubs in Spain, France and Italy.

club

matches at Zambian club Afris-
port FC before moving to La Ber-
richonne de Chateauroux in the
French second division, where
he had 27 in 109 games. A deeply
religious man, Mulenga moved to
Utrecht at the start of this season.
“For a couple of years, | had
a lot of people who thought 1
couldn’t score goals,” Mulenga
said. “But with prayers and hard
work, anything is possible.”
Mulenga has drawn compari-
sons with Zambian great Kalusha

MALI

Mali has qualified for the
final of the 57-year-old biennial
championship once. This was in
1972 and they lost 2-3 to Congo
Brazzaville.

They finished fourth in 2002
and 2004, losing the third place
games to Nigeria 1-0 and 2-1
respectively.

With players like Moham-
med Diarra of Real Madrid,
Frederic Kanoute of Sevilla,
Seydou Ketta of Barcelona,
Mamadou Bakayoko of Nice,
Mohammed Sisoko of Juventus,
Mali had been tipped to excel
in Angola.

Mali’s fate has also befallen
other teams loaded with for-
eign-based players in Angola.

Former Nigerian inter-
national, Felix Owolabi said
the problem was a challenge
for Africa, which CAF should
tackle head-on.

Owolabi said CAF should
not be contented with just orga-
nising competitions but should
strive towards true profession-
alism on the continent.

He said in an interview with
the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) that CAF should pro-
vide help for the growth of the
leagues in the various qountries
in Africa.

He stressed the need for the
development of the game in all
ramifications in Africa

by improving players’ wel-
fare, facilities and coaching to
reduce the number of players
seeking greener pastures out-
side the continent.

Owolabi cited Egypt as
example, noting that the Egyp-
tians were doing well because a
greater number of their players
were based at home.

He said what was happening
in Angola to some of the teams,
especially those whose players
were from Europe, was a great
lesson for Africa.

Bwalya for his eye for goal and
ability to trouble defenders with
his pace.

“Jacob is a skillful player,”
Zambia coach Herve Renard
said. “He has all the qualities. He
is intelligent, open-minded and
well-educated. Congratulations
to his parents.

“Technically, he still needs
to improve but he will become
even better. He is the kind of
player any coach wants to have
in the team.”
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Welcome to Ojuelegba...Buf
policeman no dey for centre!

uring the heady days of military dictator-
ship/oil boom in the 1970s, the Ojuelegba
roundabout became abyword for road use
chaos and confusion in Lagos. Inthe swel-
tering heat and humidity ofa Lagos after-
noon, loads of vehicles will be caught up
in ajam. It was road rage at its height everybody honking;
each one cursing under his breath in traffic that was com-
pletely lost to the utter confusion. Africa’s most politically-
conscious artist, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti, who lived not too far
from thechaos, used itas ametaphor for Nigeria's confusion.
F or Ojuelegba”, hesang, “motordey comefrom west...east...
north...south and policeman no deyfor centre; NA CONFU-
SION BE DAT O”! Great artistes are great precisely because
of the eternal relevance of their work. In a song about the
confusion of the 1970s, four decades down the line, Fela
speaks even more poignantly to our country’s sorry state.
Frankly speaking, | almost didn’t write this week’s
piece, because as | watch the bizarre scenario which has
entrapped Nigeriaand the utterly irresponsible attitude of
the nation’s political elite, | wondered what to say that we
have not, on this page before: is
it the venal content ofthe poli-

tive stirring in the past two weeks is therefore a token of
delusion because not much will come out of it; except that
a few Reps will get the opportunity to shop in Jeddah, if
they eventually visit Yar'adua as they threatened to do. Our
Legislators have completely lost touch with reality; they
have made too much money “representing us”, they live in
aland ofendangering delusion!

In the meantime, problems are piling up in politics and
in the economy. At home and abroad, Nigeria is entrapped
in crises of Ojuelegba proportions: just as the roundabout
didn’t use to have a policeman to untangle the gridlock, so
has Nigeria become a nation without a head; we have an
absentee president who did not constitutionally handover
to his equally colourless/clueless vice. The party leader,
in the midst of all of the confusion, beats his chest that
the opposition will not set agenda for the ruling party, but
he forgets to unfold his own agenda. These gentlemen,
through a combination ofincompetence, incurable greed,
arrogance and lack ofrespect for the Nigerian people, have
managed to dig the Nigerian state into a hole. Whatever
wriggle they attempt, sinks the country deeper into a rot.

Fela’s music continues to
have an incredible resonance

tics, primed against the best It was from within the haloed  in the context of the palaver
interest ofthe people? Or could . of the moment.

it be the farce of an incapaci- / precincts ofthe Senate that Saraki: Difficult politi-
tated president whose cronies . cal times ahead for the
continue to feed off his infir- we first heard that Yaradua father, the son and daughter
mity as the nation resembles a o I spent the last weekend
listing ship in a sharks-infested L e ' could stay awayfrom Nigeria  in lorin and became eye wit-

sea? Might it be the deepen-
ing despair in the land as gov-
ernance fails the nation while
groupsofpolitical vampires lock
in cut-throat rivalry? Itis clear

evenforayear! And uptothe
end oflast week, Senate

ness to the unfolding political
situation in my home town.
Last Friday, Dr Saraki, the
father, arrive llorin to attend a
funeral ceremony. Later inthe

that we have anticipated a lot of President David Mark evening, Gbemisola, the Sen-
what is unfolding before us, yet . ator, also arrived and a huge
they have not lost the power of continued to assure that crowd was mobilized to wel-
surprise nevertheless. Nigeria . come her. What people had
is getting closer to the morgue Yar'adua has not committed been whispering was brought
by the day and its political elite . out in the open: Gbemisola
have become its undertakers. danycnme Saraki is LIKELY to run for

The week opened with the
story that Obasanjo attempted
manoeuvres to hide behind constitutionalism in the BOT
ofthe PDP which were defeated. Itwas clear that the former
president is very dose to the actualization of his effort to
regain power from the back door, through Jonathan Good-
luck. This, infact, fora lot of people, is the worrisome aspect
of the transfer of power to the vice president; the fact that
Obasanjo will once again become a central actor in the
seat of power. Those who went along with Obasanjo as he
crafted the presidency ofa very sick Yaradua cannot now
pretend they love Nigeria. They lost the opportunity to do
the right thing, by opposing the emergence of a very sick
man as president in the first place. In their opportunism,
they lost sight ofthe fact thata future date ofcontroversy as
we are inside now, will eventually arrive. Itis here and they
are lostin even deeper forms of intrigue.

Itis equally clear that the National Assembly has been
complicit in the elaborate charade which continues to
diminish our country; especially the leadership. Itwas from
within the haloed precincts ofthe Senate that we first heard
that Yaradua could stay away from Nigeria even for a year!
And up to the end of last week, Senate President David
Mark continued to assure that Yar'adua has not committed
any crime against the constitution. In plain-speak, Mark is
saying to Nigerians, please keep your cool, the “servant-
leader” can be out there for as long as it takes; Jonathan
can be atame duckand the country mightbe careering to a
crash; there is nothing to worry about. And why should the
leading officials of state worry? The FEC still announces
awardsofcontracts in Yar'adua’s absence while monies due
to legislators continue to be released. The belated legisla-

Governor in 2011! Her posters
were everywhere. Meanwhile,
the brother, governor Bukola, is said to oppose the ambition
ofthe sister (which has the father’s tacit support), for reasons
ofjustice and decency. On Saturday, father and daughter were
at the ceremony but son was absent. Nevertheless, opposing
groups of supporters (and thugs!) were shouting the names
of son and daughter. It almost became messy, before the
father sued for peace. While it must be acknowledged that
Gbemisola spoke eloguently against Obasanjo’s Third Term
Agenda, in her years in the National Assembly, nobody from
llorin could name any project which she influenced into the
community; she knows neither the culture of llorin nor its
nuances! Yet some also say that Bukola is part of an elabo-
rate family game of political deception, despite the outward
appearances of opposition! Kwara State, they say, is becom-
ing a fiefdom to be handed from father to son to daughter.
There are difficult political days ahead for Saraki: the father,
the son and the daughter! >
Jos: The return to madness
Tragic Killings returned to Jos this week. The reasons
given are as ever, contradictory. Pity that these vicious
killings have continued to be constructed around issues of
identity: ethnicity and religion. The wanton destruction
reflectsa complete breakdown ofinter-communal relation-
ship, exploitation of identity and irresponsible leadership.
We are reaping the politics which has pauperized the peo-
ple sufficiently for the victim to easily turn against each
other, while the elite on both sides have been unable to
construct the bridges of understanding to extirpate these
tragic killings. My heart goes out to all the people of Pla-
teau; please build bridges of tolerances!
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JOSEPH Yobo

Yobo: My injury
doesn't look good

igeria cap-

tain Joseph

Yobo fears

he could
miss the rest of the Afri-
can Nations Cup affter
suffering a hamstring
injury in their victory
over Benin.

Yobo travelled to
Luandaforascan on the
injury, which forced him
to leave the field during
the 1-0 win in Group C
in Benguela on Saturday.

“It  doesn't look
good,” he told Reu-

ters as he prepared to
depart Luanda air-
port on Wednesday for
Lubango, where Nigeria
play their final group
game against Mozam-
bique.

“I've had the scan
and now we await the
results but | don’t know
if | can play again here,”
he said.

Nigeria only need
a draw in Wednesdays
match against Mozam-
bique to qualify for the
quarter-finals.

Roddick berates umpire,

then tweets apology

ndy Roddick acknowledged he wasn’t “100
percent right” for berating a chair umpire
with a stream of expletives at the Australian

Open.

Roddick won his second-round match against Bra-
zil's Thomaz Bellucci 6-3,6-4,6-4 on \Wednesdaybut left
ina huff—without shaking the umpire’s hand. Itwas his
second confrontation with officials in as many matches.

The call in question denied the seventh-seeded Rod-
dick the victory on his first match point. The ball was
iniiially ruled out, leading Roddick to believe he had
won—but itwas then challenged by Bellucci.

The Hawkeye system used to challenge linesmen’s
calls showed the ball had bounced in, just barely, and
Irish chair umpire Fergus Murphy awarded the point

to Bellucci.

Roddick waited until after the match to angrily tell
the umpire that he would have gone for the ball ifhe had

known it was in.

ADVERT

0805 2100453,0805 910 0276

MARKETING 0805 210 0114,0805 910 0270
NEWS ROOM 0805 410 2934,08098900132


mailto:kawumodibbo@dailytrust.com
mailto:dailytrust@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dailytrust@dailytrust.com

