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Hunter Clay is 
really made of clay. 
An account of his 
failure to defend 
his world boxing 
crown. Why he 
failed
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We have not heard 
the last on strikes. 
The nerve of the 
national system, the 
oil sector, is the 
last join

. From Port Harcourt Central Prison where 
Zamani Lekwot is waiting for the hangman. 

. or maybe the mighty hand of state mercy.
I TSM. beams to your home or office bit by 
I bit of an eyewitness account of what has 

happened to the man since his arrival there.
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It is news f^Phfee7'-~v;,T V 
We serve yWU a.super, 
special edition"<ffl— . wj«ri Til 
health. An encyclopaedia 
for your first-aid 
box  26

COVER: 1 he chips are down now but may 
be up again. But things will never change 
for Benedict Okadigbo after heading the 
Zango-Kataf Tribunal. What is it about this 
man? TSM, as always serves him just bare 
— all you never knew about the man

Could PMAN have 
forgotten Olu Aboderin, 
the man that took it up 
high and got the 
association 
standing?
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But threatening to 
become an everyday 

discourse, more 
than the molue 

accidents, is the 
death sentence 

hanging on the neck 
of Zamani Lekwot 

and others. 
Nigerians, and 

that's unlike us, 
have refused to 

forget the sentence.
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.J .-.' : U.T hasn’t been particularly good for Nigerians this 1993.
The year is only two months old, and it’s been so bad.

We have learnt to live with strikes and counter-strikes from every sector. 
So much, so that it has become an aberration to get home and find out 
that your child, husband or wife has gone to school or work. Everything 
seems to be at a stand still. Nobody is sure of anything except that, thank 
God, we still have a country, and yes, thank God again, we wake up 
everyday and find out that we are still breathing.

But not all of us have been that lucky. In the past three weeks, ovet 1 
one hundred people have died in motor accidents, particularly in Lagos, I 
courtesy of the dreaded but indispensable molue bus. Molue’s accidents 
have become a daily occurence. Which is why as soon as one wakes up 
in the morning, one yawns and asks quickly, "Did you listen to the news, 
has there been a molue accident today?”

But threatening to become an 
everyday discourse, more than the 
molue accidents, is the death sen­
tence hanging on the neck of Zamani 
Lekwot and others. Nigerians, and 
that’s unlike us. have refused to 
forget the sentence.

Benedict Okadigbo, the retired I 
High Court Judge whose lot it was 
to sentence Lekwot to death has I 
come under severe criticisms, even 
from his constituency. He has been 
called names-Temperamental, emo­
tional. a stooge, a guinea pig, ill tem­
pered, irrational and more.

Okadigbo isn’t in a position to 
| reply. And so, we went digging into 
J his background, into other cases he 

. had handled to establish what kind
of man he is. his antecedents and his manner of justice.

Senior Assistant Editor, Steve Raymond Ohakwe who went to Enugu 
to feret out other cases handled by Okadigbo came back with a gold 
mine. Steve s findings form our cover story this week
, ln}a9°S' ™ W1,h sornebod9 dose to Okadigbo who gave us a 
low-down on Okadigbo spresent slate of mind. You’ll find this interesting.

And there is a coincidence here. Lekwot, now in the Port Harcourt 
Centtai Prisons, isiliandhas visited theUPTH. What was wrong with him?

This week is a week of beautiful stories, written in beautiful prose.

TSM. w cfiM fa fcr Sandau. a 
Uaatdal wth. p -

C^fort QbC
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A.A. Ibrahim 
Gusau, Sokoto State

BA Gabakau 
Maiduguri

I FEEL very much compelled to put my 
pen to paper and write about this injus-

• perpetrated on minority tribes and 
ristians in this north. In fact the trial 
«en Lekwot (rtd) and Co., is an 

jecially those 
.* in a hostile

be hanged?
nobody is above the law.

«W!ffSs"W
<

through it one wonders whether the old 
coward called Okadigbo is a human 
being or a robot to have been toyed into 
hanging justice. He is a betrayer and a 
shame to the legal profession. Rather 
than call him Justice 'Okadigbo. he 
should be called Injustice Okadigbo!

I WAS dismayed by your report con­
cerning the convicted Katafs. The 
whole report was biased and unfair, 
for the reporters clearly showed their 
support for Zamani Lekwot and co up 
to even wanting them to be freel Wh; 
irritated me most is how the rep< 
forgot the atrocities committed by 
these few people to the innocent un­
armed Hausas and Fulanis. Why don’t 
they investigate how many women were 
made widows, how many children were 
made orphans, how many people were 
made homeless

For the interest of peace, let the Govt

?Srt>an Garba 

State

That's why 'fje 
advertise here, too

7

YoUR write-up on the Zamani Lekwot

■orters NRC Insf^n^
^ekofa 0/ /

^'yregr^no^poli^

Comrade Vidor Gad 
Kaduna

person that insults Ojukwu in- 
suits the Igbos Any organisation that 
goes ^by whatever name, that disqual 

...... 'ting the office of 
itry is bound to 

may think they have got sue- 
ley will see after. They 

have got with the 
wish to beg you and

Readers 
and Advertised 

are turning to TS?

®hoi.r?lnanr Lekwot:

aVeXSl°tyo n715 Inomenl read your 
<^nSr^’niLCkW0,,,m’d' 
’’’tte^Jouitl nw he should be hanged. 
writ^' ‘also^o temper justice with 
, She fiZ ‘dre way Comfort Obi 
PtOes ar' mis«-lrC ln her stomach 

‘Ss,"8 Ely Obasi's
'b O'uuiolc Adeboye, 

j Horin.

our magazine Vol.
>aUse^«e interest»ng. espe- 

Rc?Ugh?Untry h° Olher ma8azinc in

^ia1t?n‘lo^'h'trialonRtd)Gen 
th/^Unai s arra’Sned before the

SSiS1 hls already passed 
bh'1 iGcn' Lekwot and

iCani°n of uJ wineinC' subicct t0 
c»ully aavisi thNDSC'1 wish t0 cra 

hi,? ht-H^ook i„.ttlatthe NDSC should 
" by the ‘he judgement

t>17 °t t>? ’"trriemtnbunal because if

‘j1^^u?^bUaf^Xna^aS

’k? sim’•? not b, ar' The Zango Kataf ANY
’ T-? ar tn an excePtion because

j^aba U),eoncs of Bauchi. Fun-
ilitute a the government dies Ojukwu from seckir" 

lot 0 try those'thmore °r less “ Prcsidcnt of this count.
“lose that peroetrated fail. They may think they I 

cess but failure they will st 
may think the] 
Ikemba. Please I

pen to paper and write 
ticc perpetrated on m 
Christ
<»•- Gen Lekwot (rtd) 
example to Nigerians cspe 
in the north that we live 
environment where the Hausa-Fulam 
(muslim) northerner thinks himself a 
superior human being.

We are oppressed. We are forced to 
worship in fear. We live, sleep and eat 
in fear. Our properties are not spared. 
Our children are denied their rights. 
Employment is another area our 
youths are denied. Are we not citizens 
of this great country? Are we not sup­
posed to be given fair hearing? Are we 
not supposed to be given equal oppor­
tunities? Is there any law in this coun­
try that states any ethnic group, reli­
gion. or persons are superior to the 
others?

w
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Okadigbo: Being threatened

By Comfort Obi
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For months, he’s been 
the firing line. Now, see 
what he has been reduced 
to.

ENED1CT
i is an old man. He is a retired 
irt Judge. In Nigeria, Judges 
nrte 65. Okadigbo has retired 

years.
When you 

i years. Not 
won’t believe 

particularly 
„ iria, SAN. 

gbo. When you 
questions about 
t Judge, they simply 

heard the name.

The way Okadigbo's name was thrust 
into national discourse, you’d think 
his was the only Tribunal set up on the 
Zango-Kataf disturbances. Not many 
people, and you won’t believe this,even 
journalists, know the name of the 
other retired Judge Emmanuel Adeg- 
bite who is presiding over the second 
Zango-Kataf Tribunal. Adegbite has, 
within the past two weeks, sentenced 
six people to death, by hanging, among
them, two Muslims. No words were 
heard, for or againsL Okadigbo sen­
tenced seven people to death ard since
then, life has not been the same for 
him.

Okac 
fact t

Okadigbo." Of course,, they may not 
know him physically, but Okadigbo's 
name has been in the news since May, 
1992 when the Tribunal on the Zango- 
Kataf disturbances was set up and 
more particularly since February 2, 
when he sentenced seven Katafs, in­
cluding a retired army Major General. 
Zamani Lekwot to death by hanging for 
their roles in the Zango-Kataf distur­
bances of 1992.

:adigbo's ill luck stems from the 
that the big fish (Lekwot) was 

brought before his own Tribunal. The 
big fish equally hired an array of 
fishes, (defending lawyers) led byoneol 
Nigeria's foremost lawyers. G.O.K 
Ajayi.

Okadigbo 
High Coui 
retire at age 65. Okadigbo . 
since. He is about all of 70 ;

Okadigbo looks his age. 
see him. you see all of 70 
many people, and you 
this, even lawyers, and 
Senior Advocates of Nigei 
Lagos know Okadigl 
to sec them to ask qu 
retired High CourtW1 
tell you, "yes, we've 
We've followed his recent case, but 
don't really know him." For example. 
Priscilla Kuye (Ex?) president of the 
Nigerian Bar Association. NBA. For 
another example. Onycabor Obi. re 
nowned lawyer and a second Republic 
Senator. He told us, "I haven’t even heard 
his name before now. The only 
Okadigbo 1 know is Senator Chuba 
Okadigbo.'' For example, Zik Obi and 
Eze Obi, both lawyers whose offices are 
in the Western House in the heart of 
Lagos.

The above may actually mean two 
things. The first may be that Okadigbo 
is a quin one. He does not make too 
much noise. He is not controversial 

and therefore does not draw too much

In the peoples court
attention to himself. The second may 
be that he is unpopular. So unpopular 
that nobody is keen enough to know 
him.

While we are not in a position to dis­
cuss the popularity or otherwise of 
Okadigbo before he was forcibly 
thrown into national limelight, cour­
tesy of the Zango-Kataf disturbances, 
fact now is. only very few Nigerians can 
honestly say, "We don't know
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iole thing 
towards

To find out from 
^e’m^eXs^p^eS 

Outbursts attributed to him in

Ever since Benedict 
took up the 

chairmanship of the 
Tribunal, he has been 
living under tension, 

under intense 
pressure. Many people, 

even the Igbos in 
Kaduna tried to get 
at him to ask him to 

resign his chairman 
ship 

of the Tribunbal to 
save his life.

Even though Okadigbo is 
comer to legal controversy, 
tion of some members of the 
the Lekwot judgement has bee to 
overwhelming. He’s been desewu little 
harsh , emotional, a judge wh bed a<! 
tendency for long sentences (th:has 
lawyer from his town) and th by 
ridiculous, incompetent *** 1110

Okadigbo’s first control 
during the Second Republic Was
Anambra State. Jim Nwobod 1116 then 
governor then and there was°ti^as 1116 
before an electoral trih,.^ . 8 Case 
Okadigbo was Chairman where 
the then Anambra St«» Orbered 
Commissioner, Bishop pH p°lice 
^^■Butl^uu- 
learn later the hard ».”6b“ Was to 
thoughEyitene'snratname 
^ Ôm^te^.vXPe

appears 
refused to appear. Whe0?h S'the c?

withdrew OkaSgts““pr'«<lentedPrH°e

tro^^f^ToVbeen beard 

ToheMh,s~“-,k-

wot." And lheynhX'DSri"'>with°Ln‘k °UtbU'

^owSJv^X-^Ni^^se was 

XX'eXo^/Xot Wha^Rb" SwSSSa im.they I

I
have

the press. To find out how he is. To find I 
out how he is taking all the bashings. I 
To find out what difference in his life I 
and attitude the judgement has maybe. I 
In sum. the difference between I 
Okadigbo before May 1992 and after I 
February 2. 1993.

Okadigbo wouldn’t talk. For obvious I 
reasons. First, the Tribunal which he I 
is heading has not been dissolved. Sec- I 
ond. the National Defence and Security I 
Council NDSC has not sat to take a de- I 
cision on the judgement We got stuck.l 
But not entirely. We got hold of a very I 
close relation of Okadigbo who under I 
a pledge that his name be not used I 
spoke to us on the life and feelings of I 
Okadigbo since the Lekwot judgement I

His words: "I am surprised at the I 
names given to my brother since he I 
began to preside over the Tribunal on I 
Zango-Kataf. The newest in the vocab- I 
ulary is the one you added now, emo- I 
tional. Benedict is not an emotional
man. He is not wicked cither. But

• the press, especially the Lagos 
press has so painted him black that at 1 
home, we've been wondering if he is the 
same Benedict that we knowti

“Ever since Benedict 'took up the 
chairmanship of the Tribunal he has been 
living under tension, under intense 
pressure. Many people, even the Igbos 
in Kaduna tried to get at him to ask 
ihim to resign his chairmanship of the 
Tribunal to save his life.

"He didn’t see why he should resign. 
We asked him and he said there was 
.no point for him to resign. He admitted 
that he had been under intense provo-
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Christian or a muslim? But he wasn t 
brought up that way. In our family we 
don't discriminate. As far as he is con­
cerned. we are all Nigerians. No’ one 
man is greater than others.

"People say he is a southerner. But 
if you look at it, the southerners have 
been harder qn him than the norther­
ners. the southern press has been 
more ruthless in its condemnation of 
the verdict than the northbrn p" 

, ' ---------- But what facts of the case do they hs
■orward man, How many of them were at the Tribi

— U Mt.ld frOm (jay one t(} jast
effort to crucify him, words have been 
put in his mouth. A lot of stories have 
been fabricated.

"Benedict has had his reputation al­
most damaged. And for what? Because 
he accepted to serve his fatherland. Did

HE setting had 
■”^ornni°n with that of the class­

fl ,ot ’"Judged in a four wall, the men 
roOm- J sat with their heads bur- 
and wo®‘paper .Their biros drawn like 

ied’0 d daggers, they were all busy 
unsh^01_________________________

clear that the SDP may never re<^? 
from the quandary of factional P0'!1} 

ch of the delagates had one of 
ivalent photocopied lists of ca° 
tes depending on hisorherloya*0 
The rivalry was between the Jak»° 

Agbalajobi group and the Sarund- ( 
Adua group. Delegates loyal to 
former group had a list titled 
tee of Friends candidates" cont*in 
names of people the group would * 
to fill vacant LGA and national d 
gates posts. The Sarumi ideoloj! 
equally — had a list tided UnificaU 
Team Candidates."

cation but that he had tried to get a 
hold on himself.

"Since after the judgement, Benedict 
has not been himself. He has had to 
bear with great calm all the names 
being called him in the press. He has 
had to bear the criticism. But worse is 
that he has had to Sear the threats on 
his person and to his life. What all these 
mean is that he has had to endure a lot 
of security around him.

"•So, in his father land, because he is 
patriotic, he is a straight fc..._.- ......... 
he didn't bend justice, he didn't bend 
rules, he didn’t regard anybody as a sa­
cred cow, he has become a fugitive. All 
people want is for him to fear His own 
shadow. For what?

"He doesn't know who to trust any­
more. A southener or a northerner? A

writing. Except for the enthusiastic 
murmmurs and the untidy seating ar­
rangements. one would have thought 
the Alimosho local government sec­
retariat of the Social Democractic Party 
(SDP) was an examination hall last 
Saturday.

But far from it, the peoj 
ference hall were only (____
partisan responsibility trusted 
them by their people as elected___
gates. And as they set to fill in the ballot 
papers names of their preferred candi­
dates for national delegates and local 
government executive positions, it was

...after Ward and Local Delegates — Fulfilling a partisan role 
government congresses of 
the parties, the transition 
programme inches for­
ward to possible extinc­
tion.
"Under our form of govern­
ment the entire structure 
easts upon the nomination 
f candidates for office.

This is the foundation of rep- 
lasentative system.
re — Robert Lafollette

he do wrong? What would he gain t 
denting his image at his age, after sen 
ing his fatherland for years so credit; 
bly? Go and look at his records. Hen 
a fearless judge. He is a fearlessjudje.

“But now, he has been reduced tot 

outcast in his fatherland, particular 
in the south. We know of the plan to 
destroy him. But the plan will not wort 
out If he is made an outcast for stand*, 
ing by the truth, as he saw it, so belt

"We have told him, if this is whitt 
takes to serve one’s fatherland. 
never let him accept to head any fo 
bunal again. His experience has 
very traumatic. And I can tell yo®-1 
has affected his health and his wbok 
outlook about this country.

Thank you."
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-aspirant 
Samuel 

~ja LGA, M.J 
I Albert Ogun-

Igbo Etiti NRC. Hyde Onuaguluchi, Oji 
River NRC, Chinedum Ezebuiro, 
Ehinhitte-Mbaise SDP and 
Ofonagoro of Nkwerre NRC.

Others who fell into the ex-< 
camp alongside Gowon are 
Kalejaiye of the NRC. Ikej: 
Iginla of SDP, Ojo LGA and A 
sola, Ifelodun NRC.

It was not all a presidential success 
and failure. Big names went down in 
their bid to become national delegates.

In Lagos State, two political 
heavyweights failed. Bose Oshinow' 
former Lagos State NRC chairman an 
Rasheed Williams for NRC Lagos Stat 
Sole Administrator, who is bidding t 
be the new National Chairman, were d< 
feated. This has virtually put paid to 
his ambition of occupying the National 
chairmanship.

In Rivers State. Matthew Mamah. 
(ormer SDP chairman of the state, 
wno resigned his position in January 
1992 and joined the NRC was voted in 
as a National Delegate in his Yenegoa 
LGA. But not so F.K. Agara. former NRC 
governorship aspirant who failed in the 
same LGA.

Meanwhile, in spite of the seemingly 
peaceful atmosphere which pervaded 
in all the 589 LGA nationwide, there 
was alleged murder in the NRC camp 
in the Orlu LGA Imo State, the Secret­
ary of the NRC in the LGA was allegedly 
murdered by a contestant to the Na­
tional delegateship. There was arson 
thereafter ’which led to the 
postponement of the party’s LGA con­
gress till the next day.

The contest between the twe* fac­
tions which Bola Bamgbose, one of the 
delegates — from Ward G1 referred to 
as ‘‘battle of superiority” had last year 
cost the party the local government 
council In the same way it enthroned 
an NRC governor to work with an SDP 
controlled legislature. Due to intra 
party feud, the National and Republican 
Convention (NRC) candidate for chair­
man won in the newly created LGA 

itherto was a part of Agege LGA 
ed by the SDP.

from around Lagos State in­
dicated the local government congress 
of the SDP was a re incarnation of past 
rivalry and chicanery between the two 
factions of the SDP. In this cut-throat 
competition undecided delegates were 
lured into camps with money.

But more than intra party hanky 
panky, the LGA congress afforded del­
egates across the nation to once again 
decide on who and who are fit to be 
presidential flagbearers of the two par­
ties in anticipation of the presidential 
elections scheduled for June.

In Zaria LGA where the reprt 
tive of the Tukur-Tukur wards, 
head of state. Yakubu Jack Gowon 
slugged it out with a personal physi­
cian of former President Shehu 
Shagari, Dalhatu Tafida, the people 
gave a verdict which sent a reverberat­
ing clang around the country. Of the 
194 NRC delegates who cast their votes 
at the LGA only 29 felt the man who 
ruled Nigeria for nine years and prose­
cuted a 30-month civil war is fit to rule 
the country again. 165 of the voters 
eventually gave the nod for Tafida to 
proceed to the state congress in furth­
erance of his ambition to rule the coun- 
^he defeat of Gowon. who hailed from 

Pankshin Local Government area in 
Plateau State, eventually eliminated 
the memory of the civil war evoked by 
the disqualification ot his antagonist. 
Emeka Ojukwu, by the National Elec 
toral Commission (NEC). The two men 
can now be assured that the nation will 
only need them as elder statesmen not 
as executive president At least , not 
now.

In Borno State, former SDP leader, 
Baba Gana Kingibe, formally became 
the only presidential aspirant from the 
state. Kingibe defeated Ibrahim Ali by 
257 votes to 188 for the Maiduguri met­
ropolitan council mandate. The other 
SDP aspirant from the state. Shetima 
Mustapha was disqualified by NEC on 
the eve of the congress. The ex-SDP chair­
man will now run against himself at the 
party state congress on March 6.

In Ogun State, newspaper baron. 
Moshood Abiola was also endorsed by 
383 of the available 386 votes to be­
come the choice of SDP in Abeokuta 
North local government area for the 
presidency.

affairs minister
i Akinyemi once again got the 
imous votes of his people of 

Atakumosa local government area of 
Osun state as their carididate for the 
presidency. Akinyemi will now contest 
with Dosu Oladipo former gubernato­
rial aspirant from Ikirun for the man­
date to proceed to the national conven­
tion of the SDP as Osun State represen­
tative.

Another old member of the Baban- 
gida administration, Ismaila Mamman 
scaled through the LGA congress hur­
dle as he got 205 of the available 206 
votes in his bid for the presidency. 
Mamman contested at the Kuril LGA 
congress of the NRC. NRC members in 
Yola LGA of Adamawa State also sanc­
tioned the candidacy of former federal 
permanent secretary. Ahmed Joda with 
182 votes. Only three votes were cast 
against him.

In the same manner. Abubakar Atiku 
got the necessary support of the Jada 
LGA wing of SDP for him to continue 
his presidential campaigns at the state 
level.

Bashir Tofa, one of the towering can­
didates in the NRC effortlessly passed 
the Kano Municipal local government 
congress test for his candidacy. Tofa 
secured the votes of all the 258 dele­
gates in the congress in which three 
co-aspirants, Hamza Danna, Moham­
med Tudun Wada and Bashir Laberen 
withdrew without any official reason. 
The withdrawals were said to be their 
measure of support for Tofa.

Other successful presidential aspir- 
lymond Dokpesi. NRC Edo 
i Ademefun. Abeokuta North 

Ebong, SDP Uyo, Oluwa- 
NRC Akure. Joe Nwodo,

While some politicians have de­
scribed the success of the LGA con­
gress as a big plus for Option A4, our 
reporters who covered the congress 
nationwide describe the modified Open 
Ballot system as worse than the Open 
Secret Ballot system. It is fraud prone.

For in stance in one of the LGA’s we 
visited, contestants to the National de­
legateship took the ballot papers from 
delegates and filled their names by 
themselves. The result? The faster you 
can write, the better for you. Worse, a 
good number of the delegates were 
openly asking for money from the con­
testants. Such delegates held unto 
their ballot papers while bargaining for 
money until when it was too late for 
them to put them in the ballot boxes. 
These happened before NEC officials, 
the police and other security opera­
tives.

With the Ward and LGA congresses 
completed amidst negligible nitches. 
the process of selecting presidential 
candidates of the two parties gently 
slides into the more crucial levels. And 
between now and March 29 when the two 
candidates are expected to emerge, the 
state of the presidential primaries will 
definitely be at its highest level.



OKADIGBO;

Clement Akpamgbo...Drafted Okadigbo to Zango-Kataf tribunal
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By Steve Raymond Ohakwe 
In Enugu
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a man

The judicial terrorist
Any person who accepts 
to be a judge, has accepted 
to be judged as it is writ­
ten in the bible: Judge not, 
that you may not be 
judged."

— Nze Agwunobi
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Okadigbo ordered a bench warrant!* 
be served on the police commissiond 
in his chambers. The two reported 
scooped the information and went tc 
town with the story. Two days later.th< 
journalists were in court to cover the 
story which had become a hot cak< 
in view of the political acrimony th1' 
existed between the state governmen' 
of Jim Nwobodo and the state polic*

^*^7 ----SI 17.11 Ag
wunobi. a solicitor and advocate of the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria, has many 
years of experience. But the mental 
trauma he is going through because of 
a sad experience he had before Be 
nedict Okadigbo, a retired justice a few 
years ago, has continued to haunt him. 
And so when 7SM called at his cham­
bers late Tuesday night for an assess­
ment of the chairman of the Civil Dis­
turbances Tribunal on the Zango - 
Kataf crisis after the sentence on Za- 
mani Lek wot and six others, lie quickly 
replied"! am not surprised al what he 
did."

Agwunobi went on to narrate how 
Okadigbo was allegedly terrorising 
lawyers before his court in Enugu 
whose only offences were that they ap­
peared to defend their clients as their 
professional duty and officers of the 
court And on many occasions he had 
thrown the lawyers into prison for al­
leged contempt. Journalists who co­
vered his court also had bitter tales to 
his credit

Okadigbo thrives on controversy and 
his close associates believe that 
should be his middle name. The mere 
mention of the name, Okadigbo, evokes 
terror in the spines of some in the coal 
city of Enugu, the capital of former 
Anambra State, where he practised as 
a prosecutor and a Justice of the High 
Court And even as a retired judge, his 
name could be fairly said to loom 
large in the city. Many people in socio­
political circles and even lawyers 
would only accept to discuss Okadigbo 
on one condition and that is that the 
chat be held behind close doors.’•

To those who consider themse’*— 
victims of his kind of Justice, Okadi 
is a "terror" but to others, mostly 
professional colleagues, he is :

Inow News Editor of Dat/u Star news 
paper Enugu, was the first to narrate 
his ordeal at the hands of Okadigbo in 
1982 when he made the ill-fated order 
Emeka said that he was covering the 
beat with Godwin Anyanwu, alsoajud 
icial correspondent of Daily Star .when 
then Attorney General. Rob Iweka filed 
a complaint before Okadigbo’s court 
that the police boss. Eyitene, and foui 
other police officers insulted the then 
state chairman of defunct Nigerian 
People's Party (NPP), Guy Ikokwu and 
state chairman of the party's youli 
wing. Anike Nwoga, at Enugu airport 
on April 23. 1982 during the visit c 
Robert Runcie. an archbishop andlh< 
Head of Anglican Communion, tc 
Anambra State.

very firm and uneasy to sway when it 
comes to interpretation of the law. And 
so when the issue of his professional 
integrity became a subject of public 
discourse in the wake of Zango-Kataf 
religious communal disturbances re 
suiting on the death sentence passed 
by Okadigbo's tribunal on Zamani Lek- 
wot, a retired Mahor General in 
Kaduna, they were not surprised 
he could take such decision.

The man, Okadigbo. means a lot to 
different people in his home state but 
one recurring decimal in their assess­
ment of him was that "he is given to 
sternness on the bench.”

His name came to national limelight 
in 1982 when he issued a bench war­
rant ordering the then former Anambra 
State Commissioner of Police. Bishop 
Eyitene. to appear physically before his 
court to answer charges brought 
against the police boss by the state At­
torney-General. Eyitene refused to ap­
pear in court and ironically. Okadigbo 
had to vent his anger on the two jour­
nalists that reported the news by 
throwing them into prison in Enugu.

Emeka Ugwuoke. then judicial cor 
respondent of Satellite newspapers and
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pmmand. Eyitene flouted the court 
rder. He did not appear. Okadigbo to I 
(hired in court whether the two io,,!’ I 
lalists that scooped the story were in ! 
:ourt . They were there bubbllnr with I 
zeal to tile the story of court contemn! i 
by the police boss. The judge called I 
them up to explain how they got the I 
story as the order on the police boss 
was issued in his chambers. The tour ’ 
nalists, Ugwoke and Anyanwu, refused 
to disclose their source of information 
on grounds of professional ethics 
Okadigbo got infuriated and threw 
them into prison. It took the Interven­
tion of then state governor Jim 
Nwobodo to rescue them from behind 
the bars.

A close associate of Okadigbo in 
former Anambra State Ministry of Jus­
tice, when he was a prosecutor, also 
recalled the raw deal Okadigbo gave to 
llochi Okafor, a doctor, and former at­
torney-general and now law lecturer at 
the University of Nigeria Nsukka. 
Okadigbo was reported to have de­
scribed Ilochi's doctorate degree in law 
in court as “PHD my foot. Thank God 
none of my children will be a lawyer."

Perhaps, the traumatic experience of 
Okoli Enwereji, a junior counsel in Ag- 
wunobi's Chambers shortly before 
Okadigbo’s retirement as justice of the 
High Courtis more dramatic. AsuzuAg- 
wunobi told TSM that he wrote a letter 
to Okadigbo’s court excusing himself 
that he would not be in court He man­
dated his junior, Okoli Enwereji, to 
take a date when his matter is called 
up in court He said, "I wrote the letter 
excusing myself for not attending be­
cause we got information that 
Okadigbo was retiring and was trying 
to rush the case. My client, therefore, 
wanted us to delay the case so that 
Okadigbo would not try it So 1 gave 
Okoli the letter to plead with the court 
to adjourn the case. Okadigbo refused 
and told Okoli that he would detain him 
in prison until 1 came. We thought it 
was a joke but he meamt it and threw 
my junior into prison just because I 
was not in court It took the interven­
tion of very senior colleagues for the 
court to release Okoli on bail. My story 
is not the only one. In fact he has 
locked up many lawyers in Enugu."

Against this background, TSM sought 
assessment of Okadigbo, from lawyers 
who have appeared before him in 
Enugu, in relation to the Zango-Kataf 
trials which had drawn national and in­
ternational attention and has 
threatened the corporate existence of 
Nigeria.

Ukpabi Ukpabi. a senior lawyer in 
Enugu, told TSM. "Retired Justice 
Okadigbo is a very firm judge who be­
lieves in what he gives as his judge­
ment He is on a strict side, a no -non- 
sense judge. He is strict even with

Enugu foi
nour. The 
complaint 

and
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bunal to disqualify him. On 
appeal against Okadigbo's

Ukpabi Ukpabi, a 
senior lawyer in Enugu.

told TSM, “Retired 
Justice Okadigbo 

is a very firm judge who 
believes in what he 

gives as his judgement. 
He is on a strict side, a 
non-nonsense judge. 
He is strict even with 

lawyers. He is hard with 
lawyers in his court.

I know he had 
problems with llochi 

Okafor and Eddy Ibe. 
Once he decides to go 
anyway, he goes there 
even if heaven is falling- 
He won’t bordered by 

your popularity or 
religion.

Local Government. Gabrielina Onoh of 
ey were Hie National Republican Convention 
irciless (NRC) and Vitalis Ndu of the Social 
up his Democratic Party (SDP) at Enugu in 

1991.
The facts of the case, as confirmed 

by now Okadigbo’s counsel. J.H.C 
Okolo. (SAN), were that during the local 
government election, the military’ gov­
ernment came out with a decree that 
all candidates contesting the chair 
manship of local governments must be 
nominated along with their running 
mates by the party. Onoh was nomi­
nated by his party. NRC. along with 
Maureen Nosikc. as his running mate. 
After accepting to run for the local gov­
ernment chairmanship with her. he 
later changed his mind, dropped her 
and chose Julius Okolo to run with him 
as vice chairman.

Onoh won the election, but Ndu filed 
a protest before Okadigbo’s Tribunal in 
Enugu, on the ground that since Onoh 
did not run the election with Maureen 
Nosike as stipulated in the decree, the 
Tribunal should disqualify him for not 
being properly nominated by his party, 
as the running mate was not sponsored 
by the party.

Okadigbo disqualified Onoh and de­
clared Ndu the winner of the election.

;gal questions were therefore raised 
_i to whether a court can award a 
petitioner what he did not plead, be­
cause Ndu did not ask Okadigbo to de 
Clare him the winner. He simply 
pointed out the discrepancies in 
Onoh’s nomination and asked the Tri-

iF^^S°“--?v'retU5ed 
adi^ b mlliUiry ^uestio n was 

y General, q. at the federal attor- 

eoplc should e *n case, and
lusc Ulc Ka( s« h,m in that ught. hc. 
ecent past Thn Sc s not Rrst *n 
aunal stri(es in nWere rebgious/com- 
*?an and th‘ "auc«. Kano. Kafan- 
vbcre the oniv *VS/Wukari (Jukun) 
Taraba House X Woman member of 
■Vhat did the ph Asscn»Wy was killed.

ZanPo-KnHr rnmcnt do? Why was 
Jkadigbo used set up and

controversial “Ways Prepared to take 
looking for ases- 1 think they

This “ "eta-him.--
ot Okadigbo Ot the disposition 
in several kurrk ,wcrc hutlressed 
controversial' 7-? S Wi.th Ulc litI'ny ot 
Enugu One nr cas.cs bc handled in 
case of Mirin f nCh ciled cascs was the 

Khuba OkadtaboC'a ni' '°rm" W‘" °' 
■ecturer at ?nS'n?tor- and a

“Skiver 
«SaTon°''n“F
^doctor, now Ute Chairman of Anambra 
ScticP^TsS^^nVd^ot0^^.' 

fcldered homeless and dismissed the 
—ase against her.

There was also the case of a boy who 
M'as expelled from a school in Enugu 

some misdemeanour. The boy filed 
complaint against the school, and be- 

==>re the Reverend Father in charge of 
school knew what was happening.

e received an order from Okadigbo 
-----lat the boy should be reinstated. The 
■ ev. Father had no alternative than to 
kjzjmply.

Legal luminaries believe that 
^^■cadigbo's sense of justice is a 
z__ zovelty. And this is aptly illustrated

the most celebrated landmark judge­
ent hc delivered in a political case 
the transition period between the in- 

_____unbent chairman of Enugu North
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sentenced the accused 
Zango-Kataf case with 
dence before him. He ar 
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drew from the proc 
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truncated evi- 

irgucd that when 
>ed person with- 

iccedings, the federal 
Id have reconstituted 

, adding that assigning 
:m for defence was a weak 

attempt to manage the wrong already 
done.

Eugene Chukwucmeka Ubaezonu 
now a judge, of the Court of Appeal. 
Lagos, reviewed the case and ruled that 
Okadigbo "over-killed’’ by declaring 

au the winner of the local gov­
ernment election when he did not 
even plead to be declared elected in an 
® ection he failed. He allowed the ap- 
Inr iand restorcd Onoh as the elected 
ucai government chairman.
tri i Chcrs of Okadigbo's judicial 
OkH-arc actuallY hard Put lo define 

adigbo‘s sense of legal justice. But 
tllc background of the Zango 

Co. 1 tnals. Yohana Madaki. a retired 
LekwC1 and former atto mey to Zamani 
had h' said *A man like Okadigbo who 
secut’ n director °f public pro 
he h-»I«?uS’ a man wbo confessed that 
Abak ,ndlcd 500 murder cases in 
him -T Would see anybody before 
stav in a!rcady guilty. Okadigbo in his 
seent tac judiciary was, first, a pro- 
like a'ri ?nd !ater a judge. He is more 
the sr Ot Po,*ccman. anybody found at

AfiwJinni? considcred guilty."
unobi contended that Okadigbo 

,u®tice

in i 
but 
JSC, said, we are all 
to the 1 
no esc?

Unfoi 
no esc? 
"scand: 
tion's j 
the stal 
may 
and 
Okoro-Odogu 
Anikulapo-Ku 
don-beg-me scanGc 
credibility of the judge 
regime had used him 
with Fela in 1984.

He is of the view that discussions on 
judgement should be made to serv 
appropriate purposes for the g^oW 
of the law. as against using that in®***1' 
ment — to establish whether a judge 
sustained the level of integrity 
pected of him in that office.

He said, "this should be left to th 
Judicial Service Commission. « 
judiciary is to have its respect. And one 
is alarmed that our colleagues at e 
Bar do not seem to appreciate 
danger signal presented by the Pre®^ 
trends of freedom of criticising J 
ment of a judge through the analy 
of his person."

However, the Nigerian Bar Associa­
tion saw a different danger signal. 
Ezeofor, the Enugu chairman of the as­
sociation said "We arc emboldened in 
our stand because of the age long PnU' 
ciple that justice must not only be don 
but must be seen to be done. The in e 
pendence and apparent impartiality o 
a court of justice or tribunal cannot e 
compromised." . .

He stressed that the bar association 
felt bad that while the issue of bias and 
transfer of the case from the Okadigoo 
Tribunal was being canvassed in 
High Court and Appeal Court, the Fed­
eral Government promulgated Decree 
No. 55 nullifying the decision of the 
High Court and ousting the jurisdiction 
of Court of Appeal from listening to or 
entertaining the appeal.
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But Okolo. when contacted to assess 
Okadigbo’s sense of legal justice taried 
awhile. He said, "the press would be 
careful not to be carried away by attack­
ing the character or person of a judge 
in apparent attempt to discuss the ap­
propriateness of his judgements. If they en­
gage in such conduct, that may well 
amount to ‘scandalising’ the court, be­
cause they would have been talking 
about the person of the judge, who is 
not in a position to reply even if he had 
the opportunity, because in most cases 
he would not be given opportunity to 
know the charges levelled against 
him."

_^ad,.9bo...He uses judicial power sternly

TSM, discovered of theday Decree No. 
55 of 1992 was promulgated, ruled that 
it was incompetent to adjudicate on the 
application by G.O.K Ajayi seeking to 
enforce the fundamental rights of his 
of his client. Zamani Lekwot. in view 
of the Decree under which he was being 
charged at the tribunal.

Uthman Mohammed. Justice of 
Court of Appeal delivering the ruling — 
December 1. 1992. observed, “the 
military Government, which ironically 
Major General Zamani Lekwot once 
participated in, specialises in enacting 
these ouster clauses which block Nige­
rians from challenging their decisions 
•" regular courts. It is a drastic decree, 

it as his lordship Nnaemeka-Agu. 
___ bound to give effect 
legislative intention, if there is 

:ape route."
jrtunenately Okadigbo also has 
:ape route in the current judicial 
dal" that — has rocked the. na- 
polity — and even threatening 

ability of the country. Okadigbo 
have fallen into a guinea-pig traj>- 
could be sacrificed like Justice 

•1 in the case of Fela« 
Luti, in the infamous "E— 
: scandal" which ruined thd 
' j—’je after the Buhar=
used him to settle scores
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'Does not wear condemned
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Lektool: The other side of life

as was the case in his 
days, but to make sure that he didi 
ao a Ben-Johnson or a Carl Lewis w 
scale over the walls for safety. They 
walked on in silence. A very reliable 
eye witness told TSM that Lekwot. even 
in his brisk steps, appeared tired. That 
may not be surprising. On Friday. Feb­
ruary 12, 1993, Lekwot and other con­
demned men were on the road — from 
Kaduna Prisons to Port Harcourt Pris­
ons. They were brought in a Black Maria. 
heavily guanled by security men. The 
journey took well over 12 hours. They 
arrived the Port Harcourt Prisons at 
about 8 p.m.

His tired looks could be as a result 
of the long journey. Travelling in a 
Black Maria from Kaduna to Port Har­
court, may not be the most comfortable

- 1 ' , \ ME first day he 
stepped out of the special cell where 
he is being kept at the Port Harcourt 
Central Prisons was on Lover s Dau Fetr 
ruary 14. 1993. But he
□f love at all. He may have remembered 
his wife and children and mother lov­
ingly. but not in any manner connected 
with Valentine s day. Come to think of 
it. he may not have remembered it was 
Valentine’s day.

That day is meant for those who have 
no problems. It is meant for the "free" 
neart To think about love, you have to 
nave a relaxed mind. You don’t think 
about love when you arc on the death

°So for this day. Zamani Lekwot. a 
-etired major general, former Governor 
\f Rivers State, former Nigerian Ambas 
ndor to s°,ne lhrce countries and now 
n inmate of the condemned-to death 

of the Port Harcourt Prisons, step- 
d out to keep an unscheduled ap 

pC intment Nobody had told him before 
p.°nt morning that he had an appoint- 
* -nt a thing that was enough to earn 

mebody a query when Lckwot was
• governor of Rivers State in 1975. 

The app°’ntment was scheduled be
* An the Deputy Controller of Prisons

Warders- The instruction was, 
3 • ,«the condemned men for briefing.

Lekwot and the five other men on 
t li row stepped out for a briefing. He 

3C^kcd out gingerly Not in a black or 
**** ...coloured prison uniform with 
-Tc^cMTiED wnttcn at the back, but 
0^deep blue kaftan. That was the 

■i a he wore on February 2, the day 
_resS . condemned to death in Kaduna 
_e was gjjgbo Tribunal on iltezango- 
Zataf ^^jked down gingerly to the 

As 1 f thc Deputy Controller of Pris- 
^C<the other five condemned men fol- 
Xwed- n were closely followed by 

The nti security agents. The Sec- 
=ird<-’ra.ots followed, not to protect him 

-ity ___________________

Life in Port Harcourt prisons
Teaching t , |J6 uspital for Stomach means of transportation. Which was

why. TSM gathered, Lekwot protested 
when he was asked to climb into the 
Black Maria for the long journey. If he 
wasn’t going to be air-lifted, we 
gathered he said, a car or a good bus 
would be okay.

So, he got to the office of the Control­
ler for his appointment No chairs were 
kept for them. They just stood, with 
hands firmly placed at the back while 
they got their briefing. It was a welcome 
speech. The Controller simply wanted 
to read out to them a code of conduct 
for condemned men. It was brief It 
lasted for nine minutes. And then it was 
over. They went back to their cells.

But Lekwot was to step out again the 
following day, Monday, February 15. 
This time, not to the office of the Con­
troller of Prisons but to the University 
of Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital. 
UPTH. He was ill, and had to be rushed 
to the hospital.

Authoritative sources both at the 
Port Harcourt Central Prisons and 
UPTH confirmed this to TSM in the past 
week. We gathered from some prison 
officials and inmates that Lckwot had 
a serious stomach upset «m the night

governorship 
that he didn't 
“ ‘s to 

hey 
ible



Politics & Policy

Okadigbo: In the people’s court
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was chosen to protect Lekwot and give 
him a little sense of security and peace 
of mind, some others think it was a 
move calculated to ridicule him.

Those who hold the former opinion 
point out that the East is a lot more quie­
ter than the North when it comes to 
riots, they point out tthat there are no 
religious fanatics in the East as such. 
What they actually mean is that with 
the reactions on the Okadigbo judg 
ment so far, the North is more vulnera­
ble than the South.

They also point out that Lekwot is 
more likely to be more comfortable 
away from the Kaduna State environ­
ment where the disturbances and his 
consequent trial and condemnation 
took place. Said one lecturer from the 
university of Port Harcourt, “If he stays 
in Kaduna Prisons, he is more likely to 
remember the circumstances of the 
disturbance, the arrest, the trial and 
the judgment than in Kaduna, 
needs an environment away fi 
Kaduna where he can concentrate 
pray definitely not an environ" 
which reminds him of the whole af«u

If the NDSC endorses the Tribunal's 
judgment . Lekwot would likely be 
ranged in Port Harcourt Central Pris- 

prison situated in the capital of 
j where he "reigned" as Military

appealed to the Federal Government 
not to hang Lekwot"

Perhaps, there is a little truth in the 
lecturer's claim, considering that as we 
pointed out earlier on, Lekwot is not 
yet wearing the condemned men uni­
form in Port Harcourt

A day after he was condemned to 
death by hanging, his wife. Angelina, 
told TSM in Kaduna that her husband 
had been moved to the condemned, 
people's cell and was already wearing 
a uniform marked "condemned at the 
back.

However, those that think that bring 
ing him to Port Harcourt is a humilia­
tion paint a human interest story.

One of his Commissioners in 1975 
put it this way to us. "It is an irony, 
isn't it. that Lekwot is in Port Harcourt 
Prisons as a condemned inmate. In 
1975 when he was assigned to Rivers 
State as the military governor, he was 
flown down to Port Harcourt Interna­
tional Airport from Lagos in a military 
jet From the airport, he was treated to 
a red carpet reception, driven out of the 
airport in a motorcade with sirens blar­
ing away.

“In 1993, he was back to Port Har 
court not even in a civilian aircraft but 
in a Black Maria all the way from 
Kaduna. There was no red carpet recep 
tion. There were no siren blasting 
motorcycles. There were no security­
men or protocol people shielding him 
from the common people. He was 
sneaked in in the night as a condemned 
man. Instead ofthe Government House, 
his destination was the Prisons, not to 
take a look at the inmates but as an 
inmate, with a death sentence hanging 
on his neck. The import is that in a 
state where he was the chief executive, 
he has come back as the Chief Pris­
oner. on a death row. I remember in 
1975 when I visited the Port Harcourt 
Prisons with him. Never would it have 
crossed his mind that he would one day 
be an inmate. Any other state in the 
East could've served the same purpose 
as Rivers State. Bringing him here was 
meant to humiliate him. But that is the 
irony of life."

At the time of writing this story, the 
National Security Defence Council 
NDSC. was yet to sit to deliberate on 
Lekwot’s case. But the Attorney C 
eral of the Federation. Clement 
pamgbo who first told the pres 
Lekwot’s case would go to the 
for consideration, told repor 
week that the body would base 
cration on the proceedings of the tri­
bunal.

If the NDi 
jud 
hai 
ons, a I 
a state 
Governor.

of February 14. Confided an official, “he 
had a running stomach all through the 
night He walked weak and we consi­
dered his situation serious enough to 
seek for clearance to take him to the 
hospital. We don't want anything hap­
pening to him here."

At the UPTH, a hospital source told 
us that Lekwot was brought to the hos­
pital Monday, February 15, for treat­
ment Said the very reliable source 
which pleaded for anonymity, "when he 
was brought in we considered his situ­
ation serious enough to have given him 
a bed but we were ask^d to just give 
him the essential drugs and allow him 
go back to tire prisons. From our diag­
nosis, he was suffering from gastro-en- 
tentis (an illness which causes inflama- 
tion of the intestines and very frequent 
emptying of the bowels). We treated 
him accordingly and he left the same 
day. He didn't sleep here."

Asked what he thought could be re­
sponsible for the gastro enteritis in 
Lckowt’s case, he said, "well, his may 
have been as a result of food, bad water 
or sincerely speaking a sign of depres­
sion and nervousness."

Our source confirmed that Lekwot 
looked a little unsettled and was deeply 
depressed when he was brought

Very few people in Rivers State know 
that Lekwot has been transferred from 
Kaduna Prisons to Port Harcourt Pris­
ons. In fact, not all the inmates know, 
even though a warder told us that a few 
of them had been asking questions 
about the unusually high activities of 
securitymen in and around the prison 
premises.

Nobody knows exactly why Lekwot- 
and the other condemned men were 
transferred to Port Harcourt from 
Kaduna. Speculation however, is that 
they were transferred for two reasons— 
security and protection.

Officials and inmates of the Kaduna 
Prisons were said to have complained 
about Lekwot's presence in the prisons 
after his condemnation and the resul 
tant verbal and physical protest, espe­
cially by some Christian women in 
Kaduna who took to the streets waving 
Bibles and green leaves.

The fear in Kaduna was that rioters 
could break into the prisons and harm 
the inmates and officials in a bid to re­
lease Lekwot and the other condemned 
men.

If that had happened, it wouldn't have 
been something new. Nigeria has a his­
tory of rioters storming prisons to re­
lease prisoners. It has happened in 
Maiduguri, Kano, Kaduna, even in 
Lagos.

Nobody has been able to explain why 
the Federal Government chose Port 
Harcourt in particular, as the best place 
to keep LekwoL Opinions are divided. 
While some people think Port Harcourt

Another lecturer told TSM that Lek­
wot should actually thank the govern­
ment for sending him to Port Harcourt. 
His reason? "Having been the governor 

• of Rivers State before, he has a lot of 
friends here who have his interest at 
heart There are people who still have 
a lot of respect for him here, regardless 
ot whether he is a condemned man or 
not A lot of people are still likely to 
look up to him as their former gover 
nor. That is why some Rivers State have
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to have lost
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Our universities, caught 
up in a cob-web of prob­
lems, seem to hove .oct 
the compass.

ago when the Non-Academic 
Union (NASU) called its membi 
down tools until a pay parity 

as grantt 
have been swing- 

i to another like a

“He who opens a school 
door, closes a prison”
aa ’ _ victor Hugo

By Akaninyene Esiere

Irked by the action of the striking 
workers, students, who have already 
acquired the unenviable tag of veterans 
in confrontation, decided to take on the 
NASU members and free themselves 
from the •'forced arrest" The students, 
not wanting to be in darkness decided 
to hire a technician to activate the uni­
versity- power plant NASU officials hur­
riedly called an emergency meeting to 
disc uss the restoration of electricity on 
the campus. At the meeting they 
wrongly pointed accusing fingers at the 
university's chief maintenance officer, 
one Ikumapayi. a member of the Senior 
Staff Association of Universities- 
Teaching Hospitals. Research Institutes 
and Allied Institutions ISSAUTHRIAD- 
Unilag branch, for allegedly activating 
the plant without NASU's approval.

The accusation led to an attack on 
the SSAUTHRIA1 Secretariat by NASU 
members on Friday the following day- 
In the fracas that ensued, the secretary 
general of NASU was injured. But 
was able to gather that it was not 
Ikumapayi who restored electricity- 
The president of Unilag Students 
Union. Omoyelc Sowore. confirmed to

: Staff 
>crs to

/ with its 
academic brethren was granted. Since 
then the universities have been swing- 
ini’ from one Droblem to another like a 
yo-yo. Demonstrations, boycott of lec­
tures. outright closures and total sei­
zure of essentials services haw come to 
characterise almost all the university 
campuses nationwide.

The situation at the university of 
Lagos. Akoka. best explains the con­
fused state of things at our supposedly 
citadel of academic excellence. At best 
law and order have been floating on the 
campus sequel to the strike action em­
barked upon by the university’s non 
teaching staff. Things came to a state 
of lawlessness on the campus on 
Thursday. February 18 when NASU 
members realised that their industrial 
action had not had any impact on the 
campus as lectures were still going on 
smoothly. They decided to go a step 
further by cutting off water and power 
supply and barricaded entrances to the 
campus thus holding residents, espe 
dally students hostage.

HE Oxford Ad­
vanced Learner's Dictionary of Current 
English defines a university as “an in­
stitution for the promotion and dis­
semination of advanced learning, con­
ferring degrees and engaging in 
academic research." Were the authors 
of that dictionary to visit Nigeria today, 
it is doubtful if they would not be com 
pelled to redefine the word, "univer 
sity." For. closc to twe,ve months run 
ning our universities have been busily 
engaged in everything but promotion 
of advanced learning and academic re­

search.The situation m our university cam 
puses came to a head about a month 

demonstration...tohen will this end?
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governor of
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via the seized bus. In an interview later, 
the students union president s|aic" 
that the state governor had. ‘ 
November last year, promised to giv<_ 
the students two 35-seater buses to al­
leviate the transportation problem oi 
the campus The president warned tha_ 
government should make no attempt t 
come for the bus as such would be 
stoutly resisted.

There is no doubt that the studenw 
are ready for a sustained showdown, B 
Jaja Hall, one of the male hostels, o- 
reporter spotted one of the studem 
proudly displaying a police hand c« 
and two cans of unused tear-gas c<= 
nisters. fSM discovered that the s 
dent is also a policeman. Evidence— 
sweat-soaked shirt showed that — 
student-cum-policeman might have 
tively participated in the attack 
NASH officials.

president sounded academic, rather, 
like the police, when contacted. He told 
our reporter in his room at Jaja " 
that he would not know if any NA5 
ficial was injured, adding that if it actu­
ally happened, they might have been 
injured by their (NASU) members 
whom he sarcastically described as 
hoodlums.

Not satisfied with the 
gave the NASU officials, 
who were still searching 
spur them to vent their ] 
detta on the executive

»os State, Michael Otcdc _
lied over to the nearby streets ad­

joining the university and harassing 
motorists in the process. The few who 
were bold enough to reach Yaba Bus­
stop returned to the campus with a 
booty — a 33 seatcr "Jubilee Line" bus 
belonging to the Lagos State Govern-

i ment The students had overpowered 
the bus driver, forced its human cargo

• to disembark bc(ore driving it to the 
university.

By 10 a.m on ”—J-y *’------- *~
to the university was agog ___  __
songs by the students. Their president 
who stood atop the gate platform to ad 

the students were 
only taking "delivery" of one of the few 
buses promised them by Governor 
Otedola. He promised that the second 
bus would soon be “delivered" to them.

reporter who witnessed it all later 
jyed a free ride to the main campus

TOe attack even forced some students 
tOcneCetFriday?Ure students held a rally

®a”'lt Cas decided that further lee- 
w»ere “ suspended, while they ma­
tures he susp sanitation exer-

framinc'"th°u^^

activ« es rtoP“srsilic5 (JSAU) , 
^soci^r >r«'^d^n

de*',!5W»s "° students body

At t” i" PrC rt to effect a pay I

VbHiy^e^ed

i’0K<’ W”" ore«ide?s Association 

sS'
a%5 ...»-

But why the alleged sudden atn 
on students by the NASU mem 
whom the former initially optec* •** 

>rt? How would NASU confr 
uvats who are not remotely 
their present face off with t 
ment and especially, students 
decided to do the cleaning • 
campus themselves? ISM 
glean two versions as to the reas 
the attack. The first was that 
members felt the restoration of mm 
tial services (especially electrician 
sweeping the classrooms wonl<--



Politics & Policy

Nu)abueze...ln (or crisis management

I

the ground for the university to be 

the president stated’ that the plan by 
the military government to close down 
all higher institutions was to "per­
petuate itself in office and at the same 
time remove the ‘oil subsidy.’ adding 
that the students had resolved to resist

l^.5Wk70UldnOtb'W'an<rih?s 
might send wrong signals to the au- 
thonties (government) that NASD

I members were not so essential to the 
smooth operation otthe university sys- 

| tem. This, our sources said, might 
puncture thetr water tight argument 
'“JJX ?arity Xs ,orcing government 

I L? lts Promi5e and call the I bluff of NASU. This reasoning, accord­
ing to our source, led to the attack on 

have been called off indefinitely, electric 
ity and water supply cut off. the three 
day environmental sanitation exercise 
suspended while a thick cloud of un­
certainty hangs just above the univer­
sity sky.

The second version of the story as 
canvassed by the students is even more 
weighty. Omoyclc Sowore. their presi­
dent alleged that the attack on the stu­
dents was sponsored by the federal gov­
ernment. He alleged that students body 

| had received "intelligence" informa 
tion that government in a desperate bid 
to remove the subsidy on petroleum 
products, wants to ensure that all 
higher institutions were closed down 
so as not to witness any violent resis- commodate because the Students Al 
tance. the type the nation was visited fairs Division Officials directly involved 
with any time the so-called subsidy was with this exercise are affected by the 
removed, which led to the shedding of strike), there is no doubt that boredom, 
blood. amongst others, will be their mercy kil- -------  -

Soworc told ISM that government ler. forcing them to embark on a Willy- The demonstration was a 
had penetrated NASU in order to use nilly closure of their institution. This

I its members to attack students to clear may then clear the coast for government 
the ground for the university to be to cany out its alleged plan without

I closed down. At the press conference, "hurting a fly.
I -.-.-A..................... The Unilag students were merely

reechoing the stand of the National 
Association of Nigerian Students 
(NANS). At a press conference held in 
Lagos a fortnight ago. the body 
threatened that it would "stoutly re 

any attempt to close down ’their cam sist any attempt to once more provoke
----- ->-■'■—. Nigerian students and citizens over 

the question of subsidy on petroleum 

shed enough blood over the oil subsidy 
in 1988. 1989 and last May. NANS, 
through its newlv elected president. 
Nasir Kura, also argued that "as citi­
zens of an abundantly oil-blessed vuuiimv ILWI.I uianocyciiuiuvt.ioiu'.o *• __ridht ikn

and other higher institutions were out “““fy- X.

of Lagos students decided to “resist at- policy.'^ ----------
tempt to close down our campus. 
chances, are that the resistance will oi 
only be cmphemeral. With lectures 
boycotted, electricity and water supply 
non-existent, access to reerc---"”’ 
facilities not in sight and accom- 

, | modation problem biting harder (many 
returning and fresh students have no 

V hr>pn rortinfproH and nrnvided With

others, but with varying degrees of 

P'The situation at the Bayero Unto

0 be hosted by the university. On the 
•ve of the convention on Fcbruaiy 5, 
fSM learnt that a section of the univer- 
sity students belonging to the Ummah 
(muslim community) who would not 
sec the presence of a strong students 
union at BUK decided to attack conven- 
unionism students Segedly launched 

three attacks on the delegates and the 
convention had to be aborted mid way. 
Before the delegates moved over to the 
nearby Ahmadu Bello University. Zaria 
for a continuation of their meet. 12 of 
their members had been allegedly in­
jured.

Isiaka Sheidu. student of BUK who 
attented the NANS press conference 
held in Lagos a fortnight ago. stormed 
into the ISM newsroom with a plas 
tered head, and alleged, in a chat with 
our reporter, that the attack was spon­
sored by the government, in conni­
vance with the university authorities.

The university of Uyo did not fare bet­
ter. The industrial action by the non 
teaching staff of the university took a 
a toll on water supply on the campus.

1 By Tuesday February 16 the students
■ could no longer bear it and decided to 

spend their anger on public utilities 
and monuments on the streets of Uyo. 
 — 1 costly one as 
the police responded by allegedly kil­
ling one of the students Thirty more 
students were arrested and detained In 
a statement on the role of the police in 
quelling the violent demonstration the 
state police commssioner however de­
nied that the student, who was shot in 
the head by a stray bullet, was actually 
killed by the police. He however did not 

____ J°,vc the festering puzzle; Who killed 
pus. The statement also issued a threat Nigerian students and citizens over c .sludent ?-The university au­
to the government saying "we equally the question of subsidy on petroleum onl,es- sensing that the already
warn the federal government against products." It reminded government mcssY situation might deteriorate, took
any attempt to removed the oil subsidy that Nigerian students and citizens had fhc customary’ step of closing down
as it will draw the wrath of the already shed enough blood over the oil subsidy I110 instilut>on and asked the students 
angry Nigerians." in 1988. 1989 and last May. NANS. 10 procecd on holidays.

But if that is the plan of the govern- through its newlv elected president. n. ^°hyoyc-based Ogun State 
ment. victory appears won. As at last Nasir Kura, also argued that "as citi- ynivcrsity did not bargain for the
count no fewer than seven universities zens of an abundantly oil-blessed *roub,c jt has found itself in. For close
and other higher institutions were out country, we deserved, by right, the be 1° onfc year now lhc school has been
of session. And even if the university nefit of the cheapest possible pricing in ^®Js®ssf°n-The long holiday started

" The University ot Lagos is not the u'-prOs.cribei1 Academte'staftUnion-of

.... at Ibadan. University of Calabar and m " F y Sc’,tcmb" 3. same year when 
recreational Bayero University. Kano. Others also all 'ral G°vemment conceded to 

engulfed in the wars include the Uni- “e demands of the A«nnr » . 
versify of Uyo. Lagos State University. Probl™s came to the fore in th’ . > 

111 returning ano ircsn stuacuu, •— Ojo. Ogun State University, Ago-Iwoye. u Tbe executive tfnwranr|ll been registered and provided with ac- University of Nigeria. Nsukka amongst obliged to^'^Chicf'said hewas™ot 

' ra8e 22 - - _____ ■ ■■ - ESWdavmagazIne1march 7,W3

longst others, will be their mercy k: 
-, forcing them to embark on a Will

nilly closure of their institution. This
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letter. „
But the man to pity is Ben Nwah^t 

a professor of law and secretary f°r f (T

^‘"etso^Babs FaIumS'“ft beh^f

aut
Jaralysed state c  
-—d by the NASU strike

Jelled them to ask the students
-...««rk on a two week holicy.
embark on a two week holiday. 1,1 “£c'rS

Though the government has already m^ iiqe( 
accepted the demands of NASU by ab- 
rogating the vexed disparity pay struc­
ture, indications last week where that 
the strike would continue a while. 
Fresh damands by NASU officials as 

may lead to a prolonged confusion in 
our universities. By Wednesday. Feb-

_o ruary 17, NASU officials added a new ~
the university grudge to their demand by asking foi t(

— r A«ur« the removal of Idris Abdulkadir. a pro -  
fessor, and executive secretary of the the teacl 

ae»w*“ — National Universities Commission 
No constituent (NUC), the umbrella body for all federal 

!f universities. The Union alleged that Ab 
dulkakr was "solely responsible for 
(their) predicament and the current 
general confusion within the (univer 
sity) system." It is however dicey if gov­
ernment will remove a man who has 
been doing its bidding according to the

when

lcC‘,5n^S‘“"t|’“,e ’“J counterpar____
?vatc for work not W0CS whi,e 016

^*’‘<0 / t1,ollrn l<> their class’

.... .....
[ ann‘v<:rsary' ° SUy' Pre-condition for resumption of dutiei

(e'j/^'ljio"- University. Ojo, 

' seu“d'm"ou^

n’VSo',a* community. it

5?.jj&sSw*1* ss””“ ..... „ „„,P6 aS government In other universities their au- decessor. 1 a left beh cf
• *ew salary struc thonties have resorted to one tactic or tale-tell * Throughout h.fs taX 1

:>a^r"caXa sisun^^’^xr^n 
^:;xc^°of

,O reasonable cnsis management wh y 
... the heat of the industrial action u 

hers of ASUU he allowed him5 y 
he used beyond reasonable IWj‘% 

proscribing the union. But that did<• 

solve the problem. However, by scft 
tember 3. last year when govemmeh 
realised that it could not bend the le<L 
turers acceeded to its demands whic' 
included improved condition of s«r 
vice, increased funding of the univer­
sity system, academic freedom and ad 
tonomy- The first demand was mc 
with a disparity in pay package between 
the teaching staff and their non-teach­
ing colleagues. The latter picked the , 

nauntlet from here which has co® 
tinued to haunt the entire univers1 / 

^Vhc1 Nigerian nation has unco0^ 
sciously conspired to keep our pris° 

doors ajar and shut the schools 
order to spite Victor Hugo.
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Barda...Bye bye to hey days

by the i
lary strut
:luding those of governors, by 

, A number of states have also

1 HEY were bent
°n beating each other on' who nicked 
Ute glamour throne. They criss­
crossed the country in search of pub­
licity to actualize their dreams. Ogbon- 
naya Onu of Abia was either in Kano or 
heading for Ogun. The same way went 
Kabiru Gaya of Kano. Abubakar Audu 
of Kogi, or "Away Governor” Saidu 
Barda of Katsina. They all lived their 
lives to the fullest They had no worries 
but the glamour of office.

t that is no more. Those sunny, 
days are gone. The 30 state gover- 
do not sleep any more. These are

gone ahead to pay arrears on the new 
-jounced by middle of January 
ng effect from June 1. 1992- 

___states will be able to pay this 
new scale to public officers, the labour 
leaders argue, what is the justification 
in denying civil servants such e 
nefits?___________________________ .

In a communique issued after a meet­
ing of leaders of eleven unions.involv®** 
in the strike, the unions said that 
"political office holders at the state 
and local governments and their con­
tractor conduits constitute by far sn,a*’ 
ler percentage of the population, an 
yet consume higher percentage of state 
revenue which often times is derive 
not from work but from abuses, e • 
travagance, wastages and lifestyle that 
cannot be justified by the poverty-stric­
ken quality of life of the populace.

Muhammad told TSM that although 
they have not been able to obtain 3 
schedule of the income of the state.’**® 
have seen how they have been spending 
especially on the legislators.

They will be condemned to ban­
kruptcy." Muhamad vowed.

But will they?
In reaction to the protests made ' 
I'emors pressing for a re-ordering  ̂

u..e revenue allocation formula, and * 
increasae in monthly 
Federal Government r

Nationwide strike leaves 
telling questions on the 

| ability of governors to 
govern, a can of 
blackmail, intimidation 
and fear for the future of 
states.

Ma«CH 7, 1993

But 
good d 
nors g . ________
stormy days.

For the past four weeks, whenever 
they wished to go on jetting, they only 
boarded flights heading for the dream- 
land. Abuja, cap in hand.

And if statements by labour leaders 
are anything to count on. the governors 
have worse days ahead.

Salisu Muhammad, head of informa­
tion department of the Nigerian Labour 
Congress told TSM: "They ain’t seen no­
thing yet It is either they pay or see...."

Before two weeks ago the strike was 
a national problem but with the 
domineering federal might, the Federal 
Government announced it was ready to 
pay the promised 45% increase in 
wages. A number of local government 
councils followed suit But from the 
states came repeated cries of distress 
of inability to pay and threats of re­
trenchment if they must pay.

Along with such cries came allega­
tions of non-consultation by the Fed­
eral Government before announcing an 
across the board increase in wages. 
More serious than that, last week there 
were fresh allegations that the military 
now running the central government 
wants to throw the states into confu­
sion. portray civilians as unfit to go\ 
and thereby plotting never to 
the transition programme.

Those didn’t earn them sympathies.
The governors have already been 
warned, in the traditional condescend­
ing manner of the military to desist 
from making provocative statements 
against the military.

In addition to telling the whole world 
that states can pay the salary de­
manded by workers, the federal govern­
ment has in turn accused the gover­
nors of frivolous spending.

NLC’s Muhammad told TSM the 
states have been engaged in "outrage­
ous spending." "The states will go into 
bankruptcy,” he said "because of their 
financial indiscipline not because of 
payment of wages."

Labour, TSM found out. is not in­
terested in the “insinuations and 

name calling" which the governors 
have resorted to “as a diversionary t 
tics to run away from implementii 
workers’ demands.

The case of the governors is not 
helped by the implementation of the 
new salary structures for public offic- jjie 
ers, includ’~- *’-------- ' - -----------  *—
the states.,
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Ogunade does not also see any jus­
tification in asking all the states 
to pay the same wage, their re- 

ing. He told TSM 
a business meet- 

or their wives

AB
— t/ie t4e 7?^

governors 
they inhei 
rations a

— to establish other capit 
the cause of their obstina

Not every Nigerian is 
with the governors. Delu 
senior lecturei 
tion at Uniiag. 
blamed the goi 
state of crisis.

"Their failure to understand and im­
plement federalism is what is at the 
root of the present crisis." Ogunade 
said

While wondering why the governors 
did not reject the Federal Government 
ordered pay structure for the governors 
themselves, he said each state or local 
government should examine its 
sources to determine what it 
going to pay.

What we are seeing today, according 
to him. is a failure of years of running 
the federal system as a unitary state.

He. therefore, suggested that in prac­
tice of a true federal system, each state 
should take its revenue and remit part 
of it to the central government"

If the states were consulted, Peters 
said, the present crisis wouldn’t have 
arisen. "It is not that the states cannot 
stay on independently but whatever the 
central government should do with the 
revenue of the nation, every component 
part should be aware of."

Ogunade sees such calls for the 
phasing out of states as ill-informed. 
He said their phasing out will only lead 
to a collapse of the nation. "It is only a 
federation of states that can keep this na- 

together."
> Peters, phasing out of state is just 

ipossible." Perhaps that will also de- 
id on how they wriggle out of these 
>udy days.

Muhammad... “The Governors ain't seen 
nothing yet."

Monthly statutory funds by N1.2 bill 
ion. The governors have already pon- 
demned the statutory increment as 
abysmally bellow expectation.

A state like Benue will be spending 
about N37.7 million of about N50 mil­
lion naira received as allocation from 
the federation account on payment of 
wages. That will be N28 million over 
what it was spending before the new 
era.

Osun would be paying N10 million 
more while Kwara will dole out eight 
million naira more every month.

The governors point at a mountain of 
debts they inherited from previous ad­
ministrations and their responsibility 

h other capital projects as 
lacy to budge.
5 in sympathy 

tremors. Delu Ogunade. 
rer in Mass communica- 

. while speaking to TSM. 
ivcrnors for creating the

to 
sources notwithstandir 
the governors "have no 
ing with the president or ti 
dashing after the first lady."

The unions are sticking to a uniform 
increase, however. After their Friday 
meeting, the unions said that it was a 
positive development that the Lago 
State Government, a relatively more 
bouyant state and Yobe a relatively 
least bouyant state have both im­
plemented the new interim salary 
structure.”

In view of this, they resolved that the 
uniform structure "is implementable 
and can be paid by all states and local 
govemmemts."

Ogunade <lso drew the . attention o 
the governors to the non-deregulation 
of salaries of public officers, and won­
dered why they did not start up t’ ~~ 
"If there is no deregulation in the i 
echelon, there can be no deregul 
for the workers." Each state govt, 
say. by his definition, should be deter­
mined by the resources of the state no 
by a fiat by the Federal Government

Internal revenue accruing to the 
states, like previously, failed to meet 
the target and couldn’t help alleviate 
the problem of the states. Taraba State 
raised N30 million naira internally; 
Adamawa N47 million; Osun N60 mil­
lion; Borno 80 million.

A few others like Enugu, Kaduna, 
Lagos and Kano raised much more 
than those but still below expectation.

That is why more radical opinions are 
emerging on how to salvage the states. 
Dele Peters, a Lagos-based attorney 
wants not only a re-structuring of the 
revenue sharing formular but a total re­
version.

He told TSM: "there shouldn’t be the 
need for the states to beg for money. 
take the suffering riverine states for 
example."
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Experts are 
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of Obstetrics and Gy

cal “ingredients." for safe delivery — 
sound foreign to them. Though many 
pregnant women do visit hospitals to 
seek medical advice during pregnancy
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;,T^plU’ro‘" 
an>u”d 
fort

, in- 
efficacy and 

,,er cost of traditional 
eilici"1’ seem t0 &ive the 

thut orthodox medical 
practice i* a-cnre-all 
therapy-
By Akaninyene Esiere

ng Hospital (LUTH) 
* The gynaecologist 
ditional medicine is 
r people" and that

and labour period, there are some who 
still prefer herbalists and traditional 
mid-wives. This breed of mid-wives 
carry out their trade under a very un- 
hygienic environment coupled with un­
sterilized instrument, thus exposing 
the mother and the baby to danger

The threat to health notwithstand­
ing. patronage of traditional midwives 
has not dimmed. Rather, it is receiving 
a boom especially amongst the less lit­
erate and low income earning expec­
tant mothers. TSM thought it should dig 
into the reason for the boom and pa 
tronage of traditional medicinal prac­
tices in the face of growing enlighten 
ment and sophistication of society- 
Another logjam to be broken was the 
attendant danger the practice poses 
to both mother and the baby.

Experts are agreed that traditio 
medicine preceded medical orthodi 

ice it is at the root of our 
people find it virtually 
let go the practice- 

? of the department 
...» Gynaecology. Lagos

-J zXBIT takes 
And when it is woveni 

tradition or culture the ef 
an>u«*« - ‘ s even more herculean. In 
fort b«-’cO ’ietv there are diehard 
every those who hope in the
traditi°”a 1Ric survival. They are

constanl • eSpecially revolutionary 
change , lvpe Whose impact only 
chanCc- i(self can predict. It is not

nu>''’cC k to their shell, not wanting 
sltrh'11 Xd by the wind nt change 
to be r"'" “ natural. They are a people

A'“*.^'meanihS ‘ .............
respects

craft for the missing link connecting 
our present with history. But with sci­
ence came civilisation which 
“threatens" our culture and the soci­
ety. But there still remain some who 
have voted not to recognise the exis­
tence of civilisation and impact of sci­
ence on man and the society.

The health sector vividly represents 
the constant struggle between the won­
ders of medical science and the healing 
powers of traditional medicine. Or­
thodox medicine, with all its attendant 
efficacy, still suffers from lack of total 
acceptance. There are those who do not 
patronize it. or if they do must support 
it with other forms of healing. Such 
people still prefer "herbal healing" to 
scientific medicine. Hospitals and 
medical doctors do not appeal to their 
taste and with the cost of seeking med 
ical attention flying over our roofs, 
such people are enjoying greater fol­
lowership.

This scenario has rubbed off on our 
?ctant mothers. Ante natal, natal 
post-natal care — essential medi
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a traditional 

he or she 
iritual. the 
itations to

(nurses inclusive) in our hospitals arc 
in want of patience and compassion . 
commodities badly needed by patients 
especially women in labour

Though Orimogunje ’---------
tion the rationale behind notques 

may be lurking ln thl. c "r„an«crs that 
tant mothers who chose of «Pcc 
way of delivery. To him 'lnorthodox 
pregnancy could be magmZ d?nS« in 
chooses fowl midwifery. Lm?1' « one 
midwifery identifies and °n>iodox 

the 
ity and mobility could bo 4ta n»ortal- 
or 1000 times amongst ,2” ,hc region 
tronize unorthodox mid 5*‘ wh° pa- 
compared to those who oni r "'hen 
maternity care. 1 ,Or modern

Continuing oh the peril
^'sCrSo"U,?b!::eSUb^t'--dC-°<ini:w- 

gynaecologist maintains'!???S ' Ulc 
are susceptible to inlcclio- n'0Ulcrs 
by unsterilized instrument lnduc«l 
these "midwives". He torn' rUSed hy 
such infections may develnn . ' ,|lat
sepsis (severe generalized ‘o,,‘"<'c'<i' 
the time o(delivery) which ”CCII°n at 
ally lead to death. Mothers"',?V .cvcn,u 
condition are also at th ,Undcr this 
tetanus. which. accor,i?erCy ot 

^^S^athS

that where a particular preB„a7c“may 

traditional midwife can du that addinn 
that Traditional healers can handle 

nly straight, forward cases that du 
ot require complications "
Could these mean the supremacy of 

orthodox medicine over traditional he 
aling? We may not know, but experts 
in the latter puncture the assertion 
that theirs is inferior. In fact, a trad, 
tional medicine healer who also spec­
ialises in midwifery is vehement on the 
efficacy of this method "Dr" Abayomi 
Aina of Yinka Memorial Clinic and 
Traditional Medical Centre. Mushin 
echoed to /.SA/ that "it is a very safe" 
means of delivery As far as Ama is con 
cerned. "before Whth medicine (came).

nant mothers had been delivered 
y without any problem " 
if to make the argument by > 

Orimogunje sound hollow. Ain..........
red that certain herbal medicine are ad 
ministered on expectant mothers be 
fore and after labour. He told TSM that 
a local herb called cpotcun in Yoruba is 
administered on the mother before de 
livery to enable the baby along with the 
placenta come out safely To keep bar 
tcria and any other infection, particu 
larly i/m (tetanus) in check. uA.ii.kx/o 
leaf is ground and mixed with sugar and 
administered on the mother im­
mediately after delivery To also keep

"they have been used to it before mod­
ern science came" He maintained 
that it would take along time before we 
witness a total break from traditional 
to orthodox practice, a goal that is near 
impossible going by recent develop­
ment in medical circle.

Barring culture. Orimogunje believes 
that traditional midwifery is still 
cheaper to obtain than ante-natal and 
natal care in our modern hospitals. 
This in effect shows that the 
economic trend in the country dictates 
where to seek healthcare. Since the 
hike in medical charges approved last 
year, the cost of health care has been 
astronomical forcing many to go for "al­
ternative healing." Another important 
reason that lure our pregnant women 
to herbalists, according to doctor 
Onmogunje. is that the herbalists have 
perfected the art of playing on the 
psychology of their unsuspecting pa­
tients. To Orimogunje. herbalists are 
seemingly friendly, very playful, a skill 
lacking in some of our orthodox 
medicine workers. In fact, it is no news 
that most medical practitioners

___________—-------- uesc infections, 
thecbi.dsafc,^
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in^o//^°^'-indrUhbed 
°"Son^
wives, the "> “ ■
healer, was yen' a (all’cy 
the allegat'011 ' j,calers- 
that traditional 
their integrity’"“')an.ity 
to prevent such caoflCe a t 
told our reporter dangcr. I 
midwife senses a. >the spu 
dives into the realm jn|, 
supernatural.11 
save the situation- discovered lhat 

These apart-r? [ruciions that must 
there are other ins ,ant root|,ers in,
be adhered to delivery A female 
order to arrive at s’ anOnymity ths 
source that aske“ ,ir<. things that 
closed to r.SM that I ,lu. urth,>dox 
do not get menu"' woman must 
circle which a hinted that pre 
do First, our sou (), b(. sccn out 
gnant women shem
side al day time mother and un , 
are out to tornien (ain and banana! 
born baby. Again> P' d f()r pregnant 
(highly reco","1 circle) are forbidden 
women in medic. T|R. |je|jcf js tj)al 
items at Prc^nan;y zinCss while plan 
^r^m-do^ehifoin 
^.iS^ecuXureinsei, 

enlilie medicine. cfr|C, tlf
The question people believe

whether a generalW medk-ine
in the efficacy of d as af
is one question tl • rccofinit jc>n
'tfos'c UtX o medical "experts" by 
inis caicgoiy .....phasis seems to

- introduce e.e 
ments of hygiene and clef"e,‘tar> "J 
thcan? Both 0Lrimogmije"i'id Aina are 

agreed that this has been going on 
Orimogunje informed our reporter that,, I 
"what Ims been done is to encourage 
traditional practitioners to engage in­
safe practices such as hygiene, the use 
„i new blade Ito cut the umlnlu-al nil 
the sterilization of instrument before 
use and incorporation of Immunization 
programme." He adds that traditional 
birtli attendants are trained in modern 
practices to avoid problems Aina con 
curred by saying that clean environ 
ment and instruments are paramount 
to traditional healers In fact, many . 
"maternity homes" parade ancillary,Jfe 
nurses faintly knowledgeable in < hild U 
delivery techniques

Outside pregnancy and child der- .fl 
cry. signals from tin- health *<•« ' 1 Continued on Page 34
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SEVEN TOP HEALTH
ISSUES ON WOMEN'S MIND

1

appropriate
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FIBROIDS:
A Racial Disease:

I

THEY HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED AS THE MOST PERVASIVE 
AND PERSISTENT PROBLEMS NAGGING AT1HE MINDS 
ANDBODIESOFWOMENTODAY.SOMEOF1HEMHAVE 
BEEN AROUN’D FOR AS LONG AS TIME. STILL IGNOR­
ANCE AND MISCONCEPTIONS SHROUD THEM. HERE 
EXPERTS TELL THE BASIC THINGS EVERY WOMAN' 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THEM.

of 35 and 
I — which 

: bracket. 
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iwths in the womb 
when they do, it is 

>vy painful periods. 
ieavy period and ab­

normal inter- 
t affect inter­

ted in the 
pain during 
ringoi

have Fibroids than those who have no difficulty in getting

«• sss »■.

THEY are the most common benign gynaecological com­
plaints. According to Michael Ogunkoya, an MD with sr 
‘alization in Gynaecology and Obstetrics, of every I 
Women that visit a gynaecologist. 60 will have fibroid wl 
10 v ill complain about things that relate to it Fibroid 

disease which occurs more in black women than white. Ess 
Uauy Fibroids are usually benign gro\ 
Which do not cause any problem. But i 
usually in the following forms — heavy 
*nter-menstrual bleedings, prolonged hea\ 
nominal pain.

Fibroids are common in women above the age < 
UP to the time a woman stops seeing her period 
is usually about the age of 50. It*s within this age 1 
says Ogunkoya that the oestrogen level which tends 
PQrt the growth of Fibroids is highest Do Fibroi 
any connection with being overweight? Ogunkoya 
there is no connection between Fibroids and being < 
Weight For instance, he savs. “woman who could b< 
Scribed as thin could have a huge Fibroid." Could you 
by looking at a patient if she has Fibroid? Unless the Fibr 
is extremely huge, it would not show on the patient

Would Fibroids affect a woman haring n< 
course? Ogunkoya says Fibroids should not 
course, except if they are large enough or situate 
lower part of the womb where they would cause pai 
intercourse, as a result of pressure on neighbouring organs.

Fibroids are usually associated with infertility. That 
is not to say that they actually cause it But in most wonlen 
who are unable to get pregnant, the higher number of them

R) OVARIAN CYSTS:
/ Whathassizegottodo

Ad with it?
depending on the’ume orute OVa,y' Thcy vary in slze 
less than 7 centimetres* ° anan cycIc Most arc usually 
physiological, that is norm’?5 t? could bc regarded as 
symptomless. Occasional!^ ThCSC Cysts arc usual,y 
cause symptoms in the fom of abdom’^ ?Q?Ome ,ai?cr and 
S* “ So™— a c™;ncaanS;et'‘XPa’ina 

case you'd be thc si.ze-the more severe the
the Women’s Medical Foundnti^3*11 O£unh°ya who runs 
cated in a high brow area nf r a woman's hospital lo- 
symptoms is not alwavs rei->f.A j^os says 1116 severity of

Ogunkoya goes on. an egg size ™ J .cause no symptom Also, 
cancer while a football siCJ'st may have-become 
and only cause the patient 0X51 may stiU bc bcniSn
rian cysts show from the outS on6 discomf°rt Could ova-

pregnant B ’ootball. it would look as if she is 

Ogunkoya says Uiau?,ri^i'sXD5“SCrPtlblC ,o the disease' 
varying age groups. Wpes of ovarian cysts occur in I

So how does one know if -u .

1° "£U®ualIy disturb thernen«i?ther WOrds'°varian cysts

Sometimes ovarian evsts h
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(7) days or less than (2) 

cause should be

VAGINAL DISCHARGE:
From normal to 
abnormal

IRREGULAR/HEAVY/ 
SCANTY/PROLONGED/ 
PAINFUL PERIODS: 
One woman's meat, 
another's poison.

-ofreasons. 
. to what we 
i say that in 
anatomical

NORMALLY every woman has a small amount of discharge 
especially around the time of ovulation. So in this condition, 
there is nothing to worry about But vaginal discharge be­
comes abnormal, according to Ogunkoya when it is copious 
for that individual or when it is offensive (smelly or col­
oured.

PRFcnI7T0GET

but *<eS tW°tO tan^°
they have'bee^nrir?01 be UlldulY worried about it unless 
thSnone vear ing unPro^cted intercourse, more.-

is usually an inflammation. During the healing process J

Page ?

In any of these circumstances, a woman should visit her 
doctor for the appropriate treatment

A curdish whitish itching discharge is an indication that 
the woman has got thrush, (yeast infection). However, Ogun­
koya explains, infection with yeast is usually mixed with 
that due to trichomoniasis. In which case the patient may 
also have watery yellowish frothing discharge mixed with 
that of thrush.

IT all depends on the individual. What is scanty for one 
woman may be normal for another.

But on the average, most women menstruate between 
three — five days. Seven days may not be abnormal but a 
period should not last more than (7J ±------- *—
days, says Ogunkoya.

In any of these circumstances, the 
sought for through a gynaecologist

Heavy painful periods, could be due to a variety of 
The most common, Ogunkoya explains “is due to 
call dysfunctional cause, (hormonal) that is to 
the circumstances there are no organic or i 
cause.

Some times heavy periods could have organic causes 
such as Fibroids, or pelvic infection. It could also be due 
to a condition called endometroisis — a condition when 
the lining of the womb is found not inside the womb but 
outside. In this case, not only is the period heavy, it is also 
painful, especially just before and in the early part of 
menstruation.

A woman who has uterine Fibroid may also witness heavy 
prolonged periods, while scanty period may sometimes be 
associated to a medical condition where the thyroid gland 
is not functioning as well as it should (hypo-thyroidism 
Does any of the above defined conditions have any direct 
bearing on woman's reproductive ability? Ogunkoya says 
not direct bearing but a woman who has scanty or irregular 
period is not likely to ovulate regularly which means that 
she may therefore have difficulty in getting pregnant

Women are advised to see their gynaecologists promptly 
whenever they experience any of these conditions above.

§R^M1NAL

and Tri!:homolnon’'slInth's“gro,na>' be linked to 

linked with eetop%%£^ also
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Stand in front of the mirror, and look at

jht breast

CIAL ON HEALTH

BREAST CANCER:
All you should know 
about it

.lightly more common in 
/ much later into their repro- 
rave never breastfed a baby; 

menopause; and those who

pie. or the nipple may turn inwards and invert.
Cancer of the breast is the most common 

women.

!: With the fingers of your left hand, repeatedly press 

''."heTemr br“”

— on. OKWUOMA ABANOBI 

kk,* Head ” C°~> Abla

_je30

IT is killing women daily, but early detection and follow 
up treatment is the key to its control and prevention. You 
can tell if you have got breast cancer, if you know how.

may occur. These adhesions which 
could bend t?rands of tube on the inner lining of the tube 
pass. Whatm u tube’ making it impossible for an egg to 
Ogunkoya _ aRes a won>an more fertile than the other? 
there is no ?aJVcr? “We do not know but given the fact that 
problems anri Cti°n ln 1116 Pelvis- no anatomical genetic 
that Mrs. a • n° hormonal disturbance, it is still possible 
basis that i« »S more fertile than Mrs. B purely on familial 
the others n° Say ^at some families are more fertile than 

on it a woman’s chance of getting pregnant
I depreciates a«s

is fertile thr years Pile UP' Ogunkoya says, a woman 
between .r°u8h°ut the reproductive years which is

But f • • and 50.
20s. Thi^h be saYs is on the average optimal in the mid 
eggs in thf»e SayS maY be related to the number of immature 

Howev 6 OVary among a sampled populace.
two to taCr’ Says °fiunhoya, the popular saying that it takes 
oregnan n^° a?P,ies to the principle involved in achieving 
the in • *^b*s however is not strictly so any more with 
tion ortntf°n Of Procedures such as IVF (Invitro. fertiliza- 
pregnancy \Ube baby^‘ donor-pregnancy, sperm donor
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•! ui —___________ cancer in
Data from developed countries indicate that one 

out of every fifteen (1.15) women develops this disease. It 
occurs most often in women in their 40s and 50s.

There are several factors that are associated with the risk 
of developing breast cancer. It is si’”*’ 
women who had their first baby: 
ductive year: in women who ha 
in women who have had a late 
began menstruating early.

PREVENTION AND CONTROL: ir it is not 
treated, or if it is treated too late, breast cancer will almost 
always be fatal. For this reason, early detection of breast 
lump and prompt follow-up treatment is key to its control 
and prevention.

Some women’s breasts are irregularly shaped, uneven in 
texture, or have lumps in them. This is due to the make-up 
of the breast tissue, and is usually not a cause for concern. 
The appearance of a new (strange) lump is more important 
Although lumps, most of them benign, are a regular part of 
the structure of the breast, malignant ones may appear in 
at — risk individuals and their early detection and treatment 
may save life.

Women should examine their breast for new and strange 
lumps at least once every month, preferably at the end of 
their menstrual period. If a lump that was not there before 
is detected, a medical doctor should be approached right 
away — for further diagnostic work up. The same goes for 
situations where a lump that had been in the breast changes 
in some way becomes painful, or harder or bigger For 
women over 50 years or those who have a family history of 
the disease, regular checks ups with breast examination is 
recommended.

Awareness is imporlanl

eoidemologist tells all about breast cancer and 

jy jj; A malignant tumor mav develoD in the
* 1 * his happens is not fully known. However, diet 

breast Why have been implicated . At first the tumor 
and b°rtn°n^teaSL When it has grown to about 20mm or 
•stays >n tb<? moves across the breast, it usually sheds 
i 4 inches or sprcad. through the blood stream and 
rincerous cc** m to other parts of the body where new
the lym-Phatj' p jn about 10 percent of the cases, tumors.

________________

HOW TO EXAMINE
YOUR BREAST:
heOki„al“ ‘h"k f°r’*'"'"3

Four. 
and sque 
outside t

Repeat



ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION:

Resuscitation & Rescue

What do you do?

If victim is breathing:
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the victims 
ictims head

rted 
>en-

STEP 5: Feel the carotid or femoral 
Jrtery for pulsations.

STEP 4: If steps two to three fail to 
open airway, forcibly blow air through 
mouth (keeping nose closed) or noses 
keeping mouth closed) and 

‘ illy i 
for

I/OSS of breath could happen to 

anybody anytime. At times it happens 
at the most inconvenient of places and 
at the oddest of times. Too for or too 
unholy a time to get a doctor or an ex- 

Ty 
iotit

you happen to be the one whose . 
. It is to save the patient's life and you | 

do not know what to do. 1
This is how you can revive an uncon-  

scious patient who may not be breath­
ing properly. This method is excerpt 
from “The Nigerian Health Compe 
dium."

?ar the mouth and 
:ign material (e.g.. blood. 
ie hooked index finger 

probing. Do not- re- 
ut leaves them in the

STEP 1: Place patient supine on a firm | 
surface (not a bed). A. 1.2 by 1.8 meter 
14x6) playwood sheet to be placed 
under the bed of the patient should be 
available in emergency care centres.

there is a possibility of neck fracture. 
If necessary, keep mandible displaced 
forward by pulling strongly at the angle 
of the jaw.

backwards as far as possible by lifting 
up the neck, near the base of the skull, 
with one hand and pressing down on 
the forehead with the other hand (See 
fig. 2.) Avoid hyperextending the vic­
tim’s neck in accident cases when

STEP 2: Take immediate steps to 
open the air way. In unconscious pa­
tients the tongue becomes lax and may 
fall backwards, blocking f 
airway. Gently tip the vic

, airway. 1 
th (keepii 
ping mouth closed) and quickly 

And fully inflate the lungs four times. 
Watch for chest movement. If this fails 
to clear the airways immediately roll 
the patient on to one side and deliver a- 
Sharp blow between the shoulder 
blades. If this measure also fails, use 
the Heimlich manoeuvre (see illustra­
tion page 130)

STEP 3: Clei 
pharynx of foreifi 
Vomit) with the 
put avoid undue p 
move dentures but 
.mouth to obtain a better seal around 
the lip.

In emergency these steps must be in­
stituted within three to four minutes. 
Time is very important You may call 
for help but dp not stop preparing for 
resuscitation.

Their presence gives you hope in the 
resuscitation efforts. And with some 
luck medical aid will be available before 
you need more complex procedure like . 
endotracheal tubes, tracheotomy or' I 
the respiratory machine.

Page 31
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By Felicia Oamen 
and Grace Onyegbula

SMEAR TEST: 
What is it, who 

should have it, how 
often

WATCH THOSE
STILLETO SHOES

DO YOU WEAR
CONTACT

LENS?

GOOD NEWS 
ABOUT THE 

PILL

9 for. this | 
news abc

But they 
High hee 
feet, they ca 
foot probler

According 
American Ur

the 
diabetes 

discussed.
» seeped 
is there-

HEALTH NEWS:

Eyes up for. this piece of un­
pleasant news about contact 
lens. Recent studies show that 
disposable contact lens wearers

( Page 32

1____

--- -------- VER
years the issue of 
in Nigeria has been widely 
The fact that this disease has 
the life out of many Nigerians is ____

j fore not really news worthy. However, 
what happens to be the cause of alarm 
these days is the high cost and in some 
cases non-availability of insulin. Insu-

development since it could be a signal 
for increase in death toll of diabetics.

According to Gbadebo. in a case 
where diabetes is as a result of lack of 
insulin in the pancreas, the patient 
must be given insulin when needed 
otherwise he she may die. He pointed 
to a dangerous trend in Nigeria as being 
highly responsible for increase in 
number of diabetics. That is consumer 
promotions of sugary- products such as 
soft drinks. By his reckoning, people 
mainly affected by diabetes are those 
earning above "average pay." And also 
those in the age range of 35 upwards.

In an interview with Olikoye Ran-

preventing pre­
ll they say have 

ritive effects. It may pro- 
ection against develop-

are 14 times more likely to 
develop uncerative keratitis — a 
painful eye infection that can lead 
to vision loss — than people who 
non-disposable extended — 
wear contacts.

lin is a life-saving drug widely recom 
mended for diabetic patients. Accord­
ing to a pharmacist TSM spoke with 
who opted for anonymity, insulin be­
came scarce since the budget of last 
year was announced. He disclosed that 
like most other drugs, fake insulin con­
stitute a larger percentage of the prod 
uct in the market right now. Gbadebo 
Adeleke. a medical laboratory scientist 
at Senor Medical Services Limited. 
Ilupeju agreed with the statement 
above. He also added that insulin is not 
only scarce but very expensive making 
it difficult for people to buy it even 
when available. And this is a dangerous

It is a simple test in which scrappings 

from the neck of the womb is treated and 
examined under the microscope.

This procedure is one way of detecting 
pre-cancer stages of cervical cancer.

Every woman should have one within an 
interval of two to three years, if nothing 
abnormal is found or more frequently If 
need be.

At a fee of about N500 a woman could 
get herself a test in most hospitals in the 
country.

HlGH heels are cute, fashiona­

ble and make you well dressed, 
y have their bad side too. 
•els don’t just hurt your 
■v can contribute to major 

ems.
j to a study In an 
Iniversity, wearing a

As long as the pill has been 

around, there have been argu­
ments as to its merits and de­
merits. A new study conducted 

# says the pills today are really safe.
In addition, the study says there 
are tremendous benefits to using 
the pills.

Other than f 
gnancy, the pill 
other positive effi 
vide protection against develop­
ing ovarian cancer and cancer of 
the lining of the uterus. The pill, 
may also decrease the incidence 
of acute pelvic inflammatory dis­
ease — a condition which if left 
untreated could cause infertility.

Iron-deficiency, anaemia and 
ectopic pregnancies may also 
occur less frequently with par­
ticular brands of pHls these doc­
tors say. Pills could also make 
your periods less painful by de­
creasing menstrual cramps and 
Increasing menstrual cycle regu­
larly.
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Are you horrified about breast cancer? Not 
to worry, because you will not need to go far

Rfi AXING in a hot tub or sauna is a pleasure 
most people Indulge in. But this is a 
pleasure you may have to go without, espe­
cially if you are an expectant mother.

Researchers have determined that expo­
sure to excessive heat within the first trimes­
ter raises the chances that your baby will be 
bom with a neutral-tube defect.

In a study of (23) thousand women, it was 
found that hot tubes pose the greatest risk 
of birth defects.

Why are pre ( menopausal 
women protected against heart 
diseases while for post menstrual 
women the risk of having a heart 
attack is high and equal to that 
of men? This was the question 
In the minds of medical resear­
chers until a new study which 
suggests that high levels of Iron 
in the blood may be linked to 
heart attacks. Menstruating 
women are thus protected be­
cause the level of this nutrient 
are reduced In their bodies every 
month. The summation of the 
study therefore is that high 
levels of iron, posed an even 
greater risk of heart attack than 
high cholesterol.

"-------hers now think that
sments are not a good 
s you have serious de-

the villages health workers how to diag­
nose the disease. This according to him 
was one of the major task he had to 
tackle.

According to Kehinde Apata, a phar­
macist and the Production Manager, 
Boots Company Nigeria PLC, Ikeja, 
identifying diabetics alone is not the 
solution. Government has to make 
drug manufacturing ; 
tor of our economy, 
suggesting marketing 
all raw materials for dr 
ing duty free and fixing 
rate of naira at a value 
it possible for importers to bring ir 
materials at a price that will mak< 
prices of drugs affordable for the com 
mon man. This in essence will also 
forestall stock-out that brings about, 
the tendency to fake by unscrupulous  ̂
individuals.

some Kuti, a professor and former 
Minister of Health with TSM (vol.6. No.6) 
diabetes was one of the major problems

SoONyou may be able to tell in the privacy 
of your bathroom whether you test positive 
for the HIV virus or whether your partner 
does, before you have sex. This is all thanks 
to research.

A report says researchers arc working on 
a new home AIDS test that utilizes saliva. 
But before the research which is still in the works 
comes out, doctors advise, still, that you get 
tested for AlDS’and demand of your partner 
to do so. Ose condoms for six months any 
way just in case either of you is infected but 
is still HIV negative, and if you have doubts, 
as to whether your partner is monogamous, 
stick to using condoms, indefinitely.

to keep the ailment away.
Experts say that vitamins found in fruits, 

vegetables and other high fibre food reduce 
chances of developing breast cancer.

A recent study that women who develop 
breast cancer consume little of these nut­
rients.

Too hot for baby

three-inch heel puts 76 percent 
more pressure on the ball of your 
foot than going barefoot. Even a 
two-inch heel, according to the 
study, increases the pressure 57 
percent. This extra weight on 
your foot can cause bunions 
hammertoes and other serious 
foot deformities.
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good news 
ABOUT THE 

PILL

------------------------ VER 
years the issue of 
in Nigeria has been widely dis< 
The fact that this disease has__ r__
the life out of many Nigerians is there- 

I fore not really news worthy. However, 
what happens to be the cause of alarm 
these days is the high cost and in some 
cases non availability of insulin. Insu

lin is a life-saving drug widely recom­
mended for diabetic patients. Accord­
ing to a pharmacist TSM spoke with 
who opted for anonymity, insulin be­
came scarce since the budget of last 
year was announced. He disclosed that 
like most other drugs, fake insulin con 
stitute a larger percentage of the prod 
uct in the market right now. Gbadebo 
Adeleke. a medical laboratory scientist 
at Senor Medical Services Limited. 
Ilupeju agreed with the statement 
above. He also added that insulin is not 
only scarce but very expensive making 
it difficult for people to buy it even 
when available. And this is a dangerous

As long as the pUI has b€en 
around, there have been argu­
ments as to Its merits and de­
merits. A new study conducted 
says the pills today are really sate. 

’ In addition, the study says there 
are tremendous benefits to using 
the pills.

Other than preventing pre­
gnancy, the pill they say 
other positive effects. It may p 
vide protection against deveop 
ing ovarian cancer and cancer o 
the lining of the uterus. Hje pw. 
may also decrease the mciden 
of acute pelvic Inflammatory dis­
ease — a condition which if e 
untreated could cause infertility.

Iron-deficiency, anaemia and 
ectopic pregnancies may aiso 
occur less frequently with par­
ticular brands of pills these doc­
tors say. Pills could also make 
your periods less painful by de­
creasing menstrual cramps and 
Increasing menstrual cycle regu­
larly.

It is a simple test In which scrappings 

from the neck of the womb is treated and 
examined under the microscope.

This procedure Is one way of detectinq 
pre-cancer stages of cervical cancer.

Every woman should have one within an 
interval of two to three years, if nothing 
abnormal is found or more frequently if 
need be.

At a fee of about N500 a woman could 
get herself a test in most hospitals in the 
country.

are 14 times more likely to 
develop uncerative keratitis — a 
painful eye infection that can lead 
to vision loss — than people who 
non-disposable extended — 
wear contacts.

Eves up for. this piece of un­
pleasant news about contact 
lens. Recent studies show that 
disposable contact lens wearers

?o7S?"’C",.Sincc “ be a signal
ASt ‘n dcath toll of diabetics.

?o a hc Sh' "W die He pointed 

promotion labc,ics- That is consumer 

earning a" oTLby diabetes are those
6 note average pay," And also

High heels are cute, fashiona­
ble and make you well dressed. 
But they have their bad side too. 
High heels don’t just hurt your 
feet, they can contribute to major 
foot problems.

According ‘ 
American Ur
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If a medley of these 
“opposing” medical 
practices can hasten 

the sluggish step 
towards affordable 
health care rather 
than wait for the 
forlorn health for 

all by the year 
2000 AD, the 

suffering masses 
of Nigeria, nay, 

developing countries 
will be the 

better for it.

Just last raising function f “ seminar and fund 
medical centre f°F bu“ding of its

“-"Piners re- 
when there was a^ “S “ moral boost 
that a Cam,’ d‘scovery in Britain 

searched fo“ anUtum herb bcinS re- 
dently killed th tumour activity cvi- 
'■“‘red Immnn^Ln-1’ dreadcd A" 
(AIDS) virus 2. Dcfic,cncy Syndrome 
^ry medicine. C3Se °f comPlcmen- 
»cal rehTorics^The"16 f°r poIcmic med- 

how thc claims 1ndqUeStl°n should be 
both sides of the .5°untcr cL'iinis from 

health practice u e Would benefit our

he UteVttei fcr U°Pine ““"Me”*

u,ng post-natal treatment the orthodox wap 
Continued from PJge27

an ■endaneeretr^p£2!ud<”‘"'"■‘one>s 
Nigeria. Or^te mPcr”“«' ‘east in
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-■ earn ?.!^MANK COMAN is a"■
I1S T to °rU’°d°* practice of the 

i ?" Pebmary 12. this year, the
UlMedical Association of Nigeria's chai-

! h "Sei successfully held a public exhib­
ition on natural, safer and cheaper
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She believes in herself and
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esse, and the |
imporary Akok..^ .
ition was drawn to the r Whcn 
appeared to have us,t2!ct u»at 

i of UNN in the early an- d ‘he 
— O^eandj^^h 

«--------- s in the heat of as
reigns, she preferred to see the Timi, ir 
connection as purely coincident iG 

But how and when did it all start? w 
tboderin traces it back to 1987WUniu* 

n i..ul .. when 
-e of late

Wunmi: Reaching for the heights

WUNMI

rs f
hms as defeatist on the pjj^an IS<">le<l With A jh1’* ,ing

^swTs^?-” 
SjSSSSsSU*of the American 9uec„ “ s ver h' b'™ played its 5 <>f h
iequent upon her vocal de , CauRht in the tl,r ho"-J,o>" rc-ali

SSFa-tSS
H1* she didn't really „l n’ (he •

“""riS'.Wd n-^-li5 „t.r deb. 
bc seen and heard a5 n 1 jC Apr 

And so. the beat ,d c» - T.R
‘"bum is due to be re,t. RCc°f .mGu 
°n the label of Bi" T1I,1C —*c' 
a baby of Ken Cal

\.’7 \_2Z HEN
she made an appearance before an 
overwhelming, and highly critical 
audience at the 1991 Blakky show, tag­
ged "Back to School." held at the UN- 
ILAG main auditorium, she performed 
a reply to Blakky's Rost and her voice was 
not lost on a good number of people.

And since then, that voice has 
haunted an appreciable number of 
those who made up that historic audi­
ence. During the show and thereafter, 
this audience yearned for more and 
this crave was ultimately satisfied, al­
beit partially at the Qu<»/»k/A/.iga//ne val­
entine party held at Niteshift where she 
performed the track, sealed. a duct with 
her v.il: Tundc Obe. taken from her 
forthcoming album. The effect on the 
audience was once again, thunderous.

She is into pop in the strict sense of 
the word and when reminded that Nige­
rian pop lovers often turn to the West, the 
US to be precise, from where artistes 
splash them with first class pop. which 
has forced the Nigerian pop artistes in

A newspark 
music horizon

search of relevance back h 
fuse African rhythms into th°J?C to in 
Wunmi prefers to believe in he

rhythms as defeatist 
pop artistes and rear 
ment 
with consi

Font 
sion of 
consequent 
and reputation as a ra*nQC: 
Philosophy graduate of the unCr' the 
of Lagos has such names as Ser®ity 
Esse Agcsse. and the group f ’akky. 
as contemporary Afcokifes. An2’p,,t,s»s 
her attention was dmivm ° Whe-r.
UNILAG ; 
function-

... ■ produced Kris Okotie
in what she's doing. And undergraduates 
if she's appreciated, she 
will be satisfied. It AL......... ............
doesn't even matter if She she in conjunction with three 
doesn't break even com­
mercially.

By Emma Anyamele Jnr
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the non-album buying f 
refer to dub and borrow.
n't sell." she counters, "ant 
ing is appreciated. 1 ' 
itificd."

w is widely held that Tyna On 
lolished the music scene in 
. will Wunrrii* Abodcrin give 
core in 1993? Let s wait and

problem militating 
pop artistes which 

1 attest to is chorcog- 
pop artistes often 

incing to their own

visionary io remember

Here is the story of a mag- 
note who musically is be- 
licwed to have seen tomor­
row's Nigeria.

nor of NiteshifL In case you are wander­
ing why Wunmi should offer herself as 
an object for experimentation in the 
laboratory of an embryonic recording 
company, then you can hear it first 
hand from the bass guitarist; “since I m 
the first act on the label of B.T.R-. the 
tendency will be there on their part, to 
make sure I don't fail, since my failure 
as a debutant might also signal the fail­
ure of B.T.R."

In the offing is an eight tracker of: 
album with an abstract title which 
still under contemplation. It encapsu 
lates such songs as Hol Rossi, a reply 
to Blakky's R<iw and delivered in songs 
and raps’ (TLC style).
SUPANOVA — A typical Pop Song 
Arimabatata — Taken from a Zairean 
language and with a pervasive Africa 
touch This mid tempo song was writ 
ten by Shedi Moses .
Scaled A fast tempo song, whicn 
a duet with her lover Tunde Obe an

th^unday MAGAZINE, MARCH 7, 1993

*~’L— O many. Olu 
Aboderin was music And music was 
!mn *n N*6er‘a that is.Tony Okoroji. 
I MAN’S president described him as "a 
man with a great foresight." To Ken 
Calebs Oluniese •«./»// Nilcclub guv­
nor. ‘Olu was a visionary** He saw 
Nigeria’s music. 20 years ahead." Yet 
Shina Peters, afro-juju pioneer simply 
referred to him as god father." With 
gold plated memories these enter 
tainment pundits seem to reflect on the 
man /tbodenn. With soprano voices 
and heart quacking dirges, they be- 

. moaned his most untimely death be­
fore this writer.

But the mood 
loderin estate 

lay. Februa 
to the Aboc

was perhaps spurred by what* he holds 
against Performing Musicians Associa­
tion of Nigeria (PMAN) even though he 
wouldn't say so. But what really is the 
relationship between Aboderin and 
PMAN? What’s the man’s worth in Nige­
rian entertainment? And how does his 
son feel about dad and his deal with 
PMAN?

Authoritatively, we gathered that late 
Aboderin. proprietor of The Punch 
newspapers was perhaps the first Nige­
rian business baron to lend his voice, 
vigour and money to music. He saw the 
potentials of music as an industry of 
its own and chose to play a pioneer at 
its nascent stage. PMAN. we gathered, 
could not have stood firmly without 
/Xboderin. Financially the association 
was lame. Aboderin worked tena­
ciously to restore its feet. He didn't 
only donate money, he gave them a 504 
(station wagon) to facilitate mobility 
and donated his office, for necessary 
stationeries they required.

To ensure that music takes the 
centre-stage as an issue in Nigeria 
Aboderin used his influence and car­
ried PMAN’s case to Shehu Shagari's 
door-steps. In 1980. the executive pres­
ident. Shagari gave PMAN recognition 
paving way for the embryonic organisa­
tion to begin its giant strides.

Olu Aboderin was to do more Even 
though he was convinced that profit 
was not foreseable in the distant future 
for him. he established SKYLARK RL 
CORDS and SKYLARK DAISCtRS He Aboderin 
signed on and released growing talents

_____ was different at the 
Aboderin estate in Lagos. It was on 
Sunday. February 22. Wale Aboderin. 
heir to the Aboderin legacy was not all 
song. There was a certain chill in his 

eyes, a bickering smile and curious 
pauses. And hanging above him in a 

■ portrait inside the lounge was his 
TM: celebrated father — Olu himself with a 
|H smile that seemed to mock man's 
If I transient memory. Wale's disposition

IF Page 36

Don't make me wait — A pop song writ­
ten by Alex "O" with all his trade marks 
Sbe's got soul — A miscegenation of rap 
and raga featuring Tunde Obe and Al­
bert Eke.
Palaver — A pop version of Fela's 
palaver.

Wunmi who claims she is inspired bv 
Whitney Houston likes Onyeka On- 
wenu's maturity which is manifested 
in her songs and Tyna Onwudiwe’s 
creativity but then the only Nigerian 
musician she can walk into a record 
store and request for his album is 
Blakky.

One major 
against Nigerian 
Wunmi herself will; 
raphy. For. Nigerian | 
seem incapable ofdar

rhythms. This, she attributes to sheer 
laziness on their part "If sontebod. 
wants to do something, she 
"then he or she must be ready to dec 
cate himself or herself to the craft and 
master everything in that dl””“u‘ 
This is in consonance with the exnoru 
tion of Michael Jackson, the undis­
puted king of pop to the effect that they 
should aim at being perfectionists.

But how would she react to the fact 
that the people are bound to fall 
madly in love with her, music happen 
to be the non-album buying fans, who 
prefer to dub and borrow. "Even if 
don't sell," she counters, "and what 1 in 
doing is appreciated. 1 shall 
grat
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PMAN a little chance," he added implor­
ingly. Olumesc of Niteshift also thinks 
in his private opinion that Aboderin 
deserves an award. So does Shina Peters 
and many music lovers that we spoke 
with.

PT
r.'

To cfown his campaign for music 
Nigerians and Nigeria with and for 
music, Aboderin gave music the centre 
spread in his paper, the first privately 
owned national newspaper. He dinged 
to the notion that if the eyes of tire Nige­
rian s are perpetually punched 
with jazzy music news whenever they 
opened the papers, then they’d con­
sciously or otherwise begin to digest

And so as the 4th Nigeria Music 
Awards draws near the question arises, 
"will PMAN remember Aboderin? Will 
he be honoured this year, next • 
some day? How does Aboderiq’s 
and other children feel about all 
All that will come your way soon. In 
keeping alive her father’s dream, 
Wunmi; Aboderin’s daughter, releases 
her debut elpce come April under Big 
Time Music Details of her father's role 
in her music life will come to you via 
your Arty Stuff. And if you knew Abode­
rin in his life time, if you appreciate his 
vision, then read this page again when 
he's honoured and write in. That will 
be a scent of Joy for the Aboderin ! i 
"kids"; for as Wale summarised." ap- I 
preciation or reward does not have to IT 
be money."
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the message therein and of course the 
tunes.

It is for all these unprofitable sac­
rifices; for this altruisic cause that 
many raised the question of whether 
PMAN has forgotten its pioneer and 
perhaps greatest patron? Why js it that 
he could not be given a post humous 
award in the very first Nigerian Music 
Awards. If PMAN could give post hum­
ous awards to some musicians why 
couldn’t they remember the man who 
sincerely believed in their cause - not 
for any political interest Remember 
Abodenn declined all attempts to make 
him join partisan politics in the second 
republic. Tony Okoroji will not however 
agree that Aboderin has ever escaped 
PMAN’s Blinking. He affirmed that 
Abodcrin's wife was made one of the 
presenters during the Second NMA 
held at the National Theatre, Lagos as 
a recognition of her husbands’ con­
tribution to music. "In the PMAN’s 10tli 
annivarsary diner, PMAN paid agiowing 
tribute to the man. All these show that 
we still appreciate his contribution, to 
the music industry." the president pre­
ferred. But couldn’t PMAN have hon­
oured the man with an award, wc asked.

"A lot of factors determine who gets 
a post humous award. And it's just one

Wale Aboderin does not see what 
PMAN tagged honours as an honour. 
He is not even yearning for the awards. 
But he is aggrieved by the fact that the 
"so called glowing honour," at PMAN s 
10 Anniversary dinner is political. 
Though he kept mute to our question, 
one of his pals insisted that PMAN men­
tioned his father's name at the dinner 
because Wale had wacked them f°r 
their failures in remembering the late 
patron. Sagaciously Wale summarised 
his reticent posture with a sentence 
"you don't expect a reward when you 
offer a helping hand to the needy but 
it is only good...a sign of appreciation 
that the beneficiary tells others what 
you've done for him: that’s a great way 
of paying back." He was more forthcom­
ing with his father's vision which was 
partly inculcated in PMAN's ideals and 
objectives. The man had in his life 
brought international dancers and 
choreographers to groom Nigerian ar­
tistes. He bought instruments to make 
every singer practically well equipped 
to bear the respected noun, musician 
and to foster live shows. All these would 
help in developing music oriented 
people and concert-going culture. 
PMAN in Wale’s humble opinion 
should strive to realise "these grand 
fundamental objectives rather than 
having Nigerian Music Awards as the 
loudest objective and the primal focus 
year in,year out

like Shina Peters, Christy Essien-Ig- 
bokwe. Dele Ojo and Roots Foundation, 
now Jambos Express. With the convic­
tion that a serene atmosphere and ex­
posure could enhance creative genius, 
Aboderin sent many of his artistes on 
two weeks (sometimes) a month lei­
sure trip to his house in London. The 
entire financial responsibility was 
borne by his company. Towards 
breaking into the international stage, 
the visionary established Lagos Interna­
tional Records in London. His ambition 
was to sign on foreign artistes of sta­
ture in the hope that during their tours 
and concerts. Nigerian artistes would

•near as opening acts. In this way, 
ey could dare the sizzling interna- 
mal scene. American super star, Mar- 

Gaye of blessed memory was one of 
i artistes signed on by Olu Aboderin 

in the late 70s. Marvin Gaye was to re­
turn with Lagos International Records 
after the self imposed exile and frustra­
tions that followed his monster hit 
album, Lets Gel it On. He was said to have 
been signed on with an advance fee 
close to a million dollars. The contract 
did not work out before the magn; 
answered the ultimate call on that fa 
ful February 28. 1984 in London.

Wale confirmed the fact that Marvin 
Gaye owed the Abodcrins a large sum 
of money but they never reached him 
(Gaye) till his tragic death in his 
father's bullet fingers.

It was Aboderin's drcam that the 
Nigerian musician should be comforta­
ble like his fellow stars in the US and 
Europe. He accomplished this by buy­
ing cars for some artistes, not neces 
sarily on his label He also bought equip­
ment for some musicians tliat include 
Shina Peters. Wale recalled their dis­
cussion in late 1979 when he protested 
against his father’s insistence on buy­
ing musical equipment for artistes: His 
father replied "someday Nigerians will 

appreciate music and then 
disc the importance of what I 

ing now. This profession has to 
But how many of them will re- 

j"ve done for them." 
inatcly. "There may 
ery hundred but it 
geria will be the bc- 

hc insisted. This pos 
why Wale holds 

■ "-eatest patriots of 
iria.

award in a year. There are many people 
that deserve such awards, but it’s a 
gradual process. The NMA will outlive 
them and many of us. So you can’t rule 
out PMAN honouring him in the fu­
ture," Okoroji continued. Let's give
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and circulation stall.
)gbuagu. former features 
'uardian. Felix Abugu and 
are serving as deputy 

itures editor respectively, 
■re is Hugo Odiogor. who 
Jitor and will serve in the 
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Lit Ogbuagu 

—ven a wide coverage wil 
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place is Okagbue Aduba. an ex-Class 
ique. who will brush up the regular 24 
pages of news and make them readable 
He was chosen from the human in 
terest fold to help put lile in the news 
from the departments now headed by1 
straight, hard news people. ESM was 
told.

Style 
ments i

The rudder of Nigeria's in­
dependence struggle is 
back and pledges 
change the course of new- 
paper joumlisnt again.

Share ownership in the venture, with 
N40 million as initial operational capi 
tai. cuts across the country.

Featuring eminently are the Ogun 
anyas. the Gbadamosis. a presidential 
spirant from one of the eastern states 

and a couple of other die hard Zikists. 
Also involved are a crop of yuppies in 
the financial and banking world lend 
ing their blue chips to journalism. 
ESM also learnt that one or two persons 
now in government are part of the ven­
ture.

Life eased out of the Pilot in 1978 
mainly because the mission it set for 
itself — attainment of independence — 
had been reached What is then the new 
focus of the re emerging paper?

told the ESM that the pa
■ used as a weapon anym 

for the improvement of 
the readers in whateverpletion of the reconstruction of the 

*Ws former headquarters in Sabo. 
Yaba in about four months to befit its 
new. modern reach Printing will start 
now in a commercial press in Ikeja.

Ogbuagu Anikwe. the new editor and 
former news editor of The Guardian, told 
TSM that as part of their technical plan, 
each writer reporter will have a com 
puter set for feeding in stories and page 
planning. Most of them are now under 
going computer training under a firm 
headed by a Swede.

Ogbuagu says: “We want to advance 
two steps ahead of everyone here now." 
It is planned that the paper will be a 
tabloid, quality newspaper that will be 
in the forte of The Guardian a paper that 
has faced little competition in that mar 
ket since it Was established 10 years 
ago.

To make that dream ea* 
able, more than two-third ol i 
staff of the resurrecting r'"” 
The Guardian — on the 
advertisement;

Apart from Og 
editor of The Gu< 
Mike Asuquo 
editor and fcati 
Also from ther 
was foreign edi 
same capacity f<

Sports which 
b"

Ogbuagu I 
•will not be 
put as a tool 
lives of 
SPHe'sai<l “There will be 

phasis on forward Is 
issues that have impl 

•ciety "Just like Tin ............... ■■
is looking forward to drawn 
input from experts outside the

These days when the newsst 
overflowing with publications. —- 
pilot plans to live up to its name an • 
therefore, widen its market TSM learn 
the entire West African sub region wn 
serve as its audience and market, espe 
dally Nigerians there. In fact, plans a 
on to establish three regional office . 
in Lome. Abidjan and Banjul to ensure 
full coverage of the sub region.

Just as Azikiwe said then, he had to 
cover the sub-region because “The 
West African colonies have a common 
foe.” the new proprietors are seeing a 
common fortune, fate and fear binding 
West Africa.

The realisation of the dream doesn t 
end there The Pilot heralds in yd 

better day for those in Jour- 
__  Apart from owning shares in 

the venture, journalists working for the 
paper earn enough that will force union 
leaders in other papers back to the 
negotiating table, asking for more poV 
The average pay in the pilot is abou‘ 
N40.000 per annum.

For sure, the light is deservedly back 
so that people can find the way For the 
sake of the man Zik and for history.

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. MARCH 7

Toyin Street Ikeja. I 
hopping into reality. It is a reality of 
reconvergcnce of Zikists, the meeting 
of talented, young journalists and the 

emergence of modern journalism 
in West Africa. But more than all that, 
the greatest tribute one can pay to the 
doyen of Nigeria's independence strug­
gle and the man who pushed the fast- 
forward button to Nigerian journalism.

Armed with good education, the vib 
rancy of youth and a drink from 
America's racy journalism. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe (later Nigeria's first President) 
changed the face of Nigerian jour­
nalism and gave the country something 
more than a newspaper in 1937.

The combative, abrasive and provoca­
tive style of the West African Pilot gave 
Nigeria's independence struggle a bite.

So. many saw the paper rather as an 
institution. J.S. Coleman described the 
Pilot "as the most single precipitant of 
the Nigerian awakening."

It was. therefore, unfair to histc 
and to the man behind such a force tl 
the institution should die.

Just like other epics, there will be a 
second coming of the West African 
Pilot March 7. And as would befit the 
man, the new proprietors of the paper 
are set to change the face of journalism 
again, the way its first entry did it in 
1937.

At the Pilot s temporary office in Toyin 
Street, the chirping desk top com 
puters and the verve of youthf 
perienced young hands on them are 
just part of the big. new Pilot.

Printing machines, considered the 
most modern, have already been pro­
cured by a group of Nigerians in the 
USA as part of their contribution to the 
re-emergence of the paper. But ship­
ment has been withheld until the com-



PRIVATIZATION:

looms
the implements

riivachukLouOb^naBy

era1

'UR„' Prograt
v__y that time, it was clci 

base of the
nger continue to shoulder the

started as for back as

right the

Amidst dissenting voices 
on the sudden decision of 
the Federal Government 
to divest its equity shares 
in some public enterprises, 
investigations show that 
even those not initially 
slated for privatization will 
soon be offered for sale.
anH*1®5 Whic*1 consistent distortions 
mo ,Wastc i° the economic manage- 
iti-i? Un,eashed on the economy, in- 
tun? AW-llat *S now hnown as the Struc-

1 Adiustm«n. - ----- imme (SAP)
> v.car that the re­
nation could no

exce-

Operation total auction
ssive overhead cost of the public sector. 
The SAP philosophy therefore added new ■

tion Commercialization, Market Eco­
nomy. Liberalization. Import tariff, 
subsidy, became household sing- 

S°AUhough Nigerians are today not 
bordered by the operational effects of 
the implementation of the Structural 
Adlustment Programme which has al- 
ready forced the federal government to 
privatize or commercialize about'76 
companies (including twelve big 

±^0^1^^
TSM exclusively gathered that plans are 
underway to fully privatize all existing 
federal government compames/paras- 
tatals.

This move which, we learnt, is de­
signed to boost the effectiveness of the 
private sector will entail the provision 
of opportunities for all and sundry to 
participate and engage in lawful 
economic activities of the nation. In 
effect, it will require the withdrawal ol 
government from active involvement in 
various activities which the private sec­
tor could handle effectively. For exam­
ple. any form of supply other than that 
of a security nature would soon not be 
the responsibility of the government 

Sources at the Federal Ministry of Fi­
nance hinted that the policy is condu­
cive to private sector. In this regard, all 
forms of administrative controls 
which inhibit freedom of entry into, or 
exit from, the mainstream of economic 
activities would be removed. Deserving 
of similar treatment, we gathered, are 
policies which centre around individu­
als rather than issues of societal in­
terests. The government is therefore 
expected to play the role of an umpire 
instead of being the domineering actor 
in the national economy.

l'he present move by the federal gov­
ernment will likely receive serious 
knocks from a good number of Nige­
rians especially the low-income ear­
ners. This is because these people 
have, since 1986. been at the receiving 
end of major government policy meas­
ures. Their main source of concern is 
on why services rendered by public 
utilities should be expensive consider 
ing the fact that it is part of the socia- 
responsibility of government to mak- 
them available to the citizens at afford 
able prices. Their argument therefore, i 
that it is baseless for government i- 
the guise of trade liberalization o 
commercialization, to make it imposs
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Ahmadu Rufai Mohammed — a larger 
proportion of government expenditure 
does not improve real output.
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Apart from listening to the advice of 
the western powers, it is also being a: 
gued that the plan to privatize all publi
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enterprises was influenced bv mem­
bers of the Transitional Council. Peter 
Anyanwu . a chartered accountant, 
said that, going by the fact that majority 
of the council members are from the 
private sector, it is possible that they 
have lobbied the military class into tak ■ 
ing the measure as this will be benefi­
cial to them, their friends and the 
Senior Military- officers when they 
eventually retire from active service 
Both Ernest Shonekan. the Transi­
tional Council Chairman and Head of 
Government, as well as Oladclc 
Olashore. the Secretary of Finance, had 
prior to their appointments, been 
strong advocates of greater involve­
ment of the private sector in the man 
agement of public companies. Perhaps, 
this could rightly explain Lynda 
Chalker’s statement while in Nigeria 
that her British government had confi­
dence that Shonekan will strictly apply 
the recommendations of the Western 
■creditor nations. Shonekan himself is 
a product of British education and once 
headed UAC which is a British com­
pany.

On the other hand, the Federal gov 
eminent could be acting in response 
to demands of the Organized Private 
Sector (OPS), which comprises, the 
Nigerian Association of Chambers oi 
Commerce. Industry. Mines and Ag­
riculture (NACCIMA) The Manufactur 
ers Association of Nigeria (MAN), and 
the Nigerian Employers Consultative 
Assembly (NECA). In fact. Ahmadu 
Rufai Mohammed. NACIMMA National 
President admitted this. He told TSM 
that the federal government, in her ef­
forts at resource mobilization has ac­
corded a meaningful role to the private

emment 
economic 
lhecfflciei_______ ___„„........... ..
prise economy

"It is the responsibility of the public 
sector (government) to design and im­
plement appropriate fiscal and monet 
ary policies for the efficient and proper 
allocation of national resources to all 
sectors of the economy. By promoting 
the creation of money and capital mar- 
kel?!,.thc government can influence 
mobilization of investible funds for 
either public investment in economic 
and social infrastructure or for provid­
ing loans to private inv< stors." Uk- 
pong said.

Hi,s bclicf is that by World Bank and 
the IMF standards. Nigeria is a free en­
terprise economy just like the western 
nations. In these countries, the univer- 
f*^plained, the private sector 

ger than the public sector, while

enjoy services 
to by law.

ixperts. TSM inter- 
s adduced several 

:y believe, might have 
is to fully privatize all 

parastatals. Al- 
lal Council had in 
J that all already 

>ublic enterprises' 
the decision to

sector. The range of activities expected 
to be carried out by this sector. Mohs* 
med pointed out. has been substan- 
tiallv increased since the introduction 
of the Structural Adjustment Prog, 
ramme under the government's privafr 
zation and commercialization policy, 
which he said has made a number o( 
public enterprises to be privatized. 1

Hopeful that all public enterprisei 
would soon be handed over to the pri­
vate enterpreneurs. Mohammed ex 
pressed optimism that this will great 
ly- boost the economic base of our 
country as it will reduce government's 
frivolous expenditure on non-produc 
tivc projects. Said he: "a large proper 
tion of government expenditure does 
not increase real output, while the ex­
penditure goes on to increase domestic 
money supply with consequent pres 
sure on the rate of inflation. The rapidly 
rising trend of government expenditure 
calls for maximum restraint especially 
with respect to non-directly productive 
projects, which could be better man­
aged by the private sector."

The NACIMMA President, stated that 
what is required to achieve this is a 
stable, non-hostile business environ­
ment. “1 want to submit that 1 do not 
know of any free enterprise economy 
in our world today where trade liberali­
zation is everywhere in chains, where 
international commodity pricing is de­
termined much more by geo political 
factors than by free market pricing and 
where bilateral economic relations is | 
increasingly becoming more meaning­
ful and sustainable between the South- 
South than between H’c North-South 
countries."

Ignatius likpong. a professor of 
Economics and Head of Department of 
economics. University of Uyo agreed 
with Rufai Mohammed. According to 
him. it is the responsibility of the gov- 

to provide the required
- and social infrastructure for 
mt functioning of a free enter-

ble for the citizens to 
which they are entitled

A good number of ex 
viewed on this issue 
reasons which thej 
prompted the plan: 
existing government 
though, the Transitiona 
the 1993 budget said 
commercialized pub*, 
would be privatized, t 
now 
include even those not slated for either 
privatization or commercialization, 
economic analysts explained, arose 
out of the need by the federal govern­
ment to adhere to directives from both 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
and our Creditor Nations — the London 
and Paris Clubs. It will be recalled that 
the IMF had last December told the fed­
eral government that the naira was still 
over valued. It also directed the au­
thorities to remove all forms of sub­
sidies as well as divest fully, its shares 
in public enterprises. This directive 
from IMF was followed by a visit to 
Nigeria in January by the British Sec­
retary for Overseas Development. 
Lynda Chalker who at a 
ence in Lagos reiterated 
port of the IMF order.

Observers are therefore quick to ex­
plain that the present action of the fed­
eral government as well as plans to re­
move oil subsidy are not unconnected 
with the above factors. According to a 
senior lecturer with the University of 
Lagos, “this development conforms to 
the Logic of Structural Adjustment as 
propounded by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). And when you 
realize that this administration has 
been more determined than any other 
government before it to take these 
measures, the picture wil become very 
clear. What this implies is that the gov­
ernment is increasingly confirming its 
irrelevance to the existential needs of 
the Nigerian populace. In any case, the 
administration parted ways with the 
people the very day it adopted the IMF 
inspired monetary measures."

The consequence of this, he further 
explained is that Nigerians would be­
come largely alienated from the state 
since the state cares not for their 
economic survival which has been 
threatened by inflation, unemploy­
ment. food scarcity, homelessness and 
also care not for the security of their 
lives. "What all these show." the social 
scientist said, "is that this regime has 
run out of steam. It has lost control of 
the machinery of government which is 
meant to protect the interest of the citi-

I zens. this is the sign of deep-seated
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Apart from listening 
to the advice of 

the western powers, 
it is also being 

argued that the plan 
to privatize all 

public enterprises 
was influenced by 
members of the 

transitional council.

His words: “Herein lies my ® 
for the emergence of a foil -fledge 
Enterprise system in this cou 
which the private sector would dc

the governments have been supportive 
of the private sector by providing 
adequate social and economic infras­
tructure. The governments of Japan, 
Korea and Taiwan, he said, apart from 
performing the traditional functions of 
the public sector (maintenance of law 
and order, protection of the rights of 
private property, regulation of the 
monetary system, provision of puDiic 
projects etc) have been helping the pri­
vate sector enterprises. The same thing 
applies to the United States of America 
which in her “golden" age of in<h*®’ 
trialization was among the world s 
most protectionist countries.

But must Nigeria follow the footsteps 
Economists se°"< 
this issue. For while indigenous e 
preneurs believe doing so will boos 
their profit margin, others, especially 
those in the public sector are car®’ 
ful to give it a 100 percent pass marie, 
as privatising all public enterprises wu 
not only threaten their jobs but w 
also force the prices of goods and ser­
vices to jump.

At the moment, the Federal Minister 
of finance seems fully prepared 
go. government's control of equity 
share in public enterprises. Going uy 
statement made in Lagos recen y y 
Oladele Olashore. Finance Secretaiy. 
is only a matter of days before 
measure will be effected. Speaking 
one day seminar organized by the g 
rian Economic Society ( '
Olashore. who himself is a PI^V? I 
terpreneur, said that his ministry 
soon provide an enabling cnviro°®,1’ 
for the emergence of a viable andI su 
tainable free enterprize syste
Nigeria.

cope with this new challenge 
said that the private sector it 
self appraisal and should be prepar 
for the new roles they are expected — 
play. As at now, he continued, many 
“successful" private sector organisa­
tions rely mostly on government pa­
tronage, and their activities have no 
value added whatsoever. "There are 
also some organisations in the sector 
which continue to rely wholly on gov­
ernment for their survival. Some spec­
ialize in securing special favour to 
trade in commodities that have been 
prohibited. As long as these persist, we 
are not likely to evolve a private sector 
willing and able to manage the Free En­
terprise Economic System envisaged," 
Finance Secretary said.

A way out of this, he stressed, is for 
botn me public and private sectors to 
have an agreement on areas of ac­
tivities that need to be shared between 
them, since according to him, “the na­
ture of the transition from an economy 
dominated by the public sector (gov- 4»ro’ 
ernment) to that of a truly free enter- lowi _______
prize system must be clearly under- seventies, the 
stood and agreed upon.*' Under this with policies 
new arrangement, the private sector is nomy. "At *u- ” 
not expectant to rely on government 
largesse, but rather, to concretize t' 
nature of its meaningful contribution 
to the economy, whereby it would be 
able to take over, and effectively 
age, the commanding heights o

TSM research shows that the need for came instruments of political exploita- 
"invnlvAmont" Hao

Uon. Sector st the In-
or non-e»s«"‘ P of eco 
itlal development jJ’.enunentovei

development. In tn economic

making social sector,

strategic industries
‘Ttace
Nigeria has periorrned th ^rturing,

--awthand^^elopment  ̂However. loh 

normal economic activities of

?conom“cedis?ortions and hence, be­

any government “involvement" in the ton­
nation's economic management has its Figures from the Federal Office of 
root in economic history. It is believed Statistics show that by the beginning of 
thatat the early stages of a country’s tie 1980s, the public sector alone ac- 
development process, there will be nc counted for some 50 percent of the 
sufficiently developed market that will Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the 

economy and some 60-67 percent of 
the modem sector employment By 
1986, the Federal Government alone 
owned nearly 200 non-commercial and 
commercial parastatals. Public enter­
prises in Nigeria as at that time was 
over 500 with total government invest­
ment in them worth over N36 million in 
the form of equity, loans guarantees 
and subventions. Such a phenomenal 
growth of public enterprises is attri­
buted to growth in government revenue 
during the oil boom period 1973/74- 
1980/81.

Unfortunately, this direct govern­
ment involvement in production and 
control did not improve the efficiency 
of the public sector. It however, took 
Nigeria till 1986 before the con­

sequent distortions and wastes in 
economic management started being 
addressed with the adoption of a Struc­
tural Adjustment Programme (SAP). 
The new SAP order emphasized the dis­
engagement of government from the 
economic activities that could be better 
handled by the private sector.
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Bank Chiefs tackle finance 
industry problems

ture were some of the pointers to a sys; 
tern with very limited capacity to effect 
improvements which are dependable in 
the sharing of resources.

Odozi for sure knows the banking
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The problems of 
money market are numer­
ous but bank directors 
have just one belief: we 
could together salvage th 
troubled market.

ser- 
and 
ser-

> un­
changes

tween subsectors of ... ........
nse." His terrain too well and props up his argu- 
explained ment saying that in December last year, 
en is that commecial banks’ savings deposit 
’row and rates varied from 13.5 to 25 percent 

while prime rates (the rates at which 
banks are prepared to lend to each 
other) ranged between 30 and 61 per 
cent.

In assessing the interest rate 
scenario. Odozi suggests that the fi­
nancial institution of the future would 
have to be able to make substantial in­
vestment in new technology and per­
sonnel skills and should be able to 
carry out research and development

Odozi is not alone in finding a last­
ing solution to the p— 
by high interest rates ________ _ „
economy. Chris Ekeigwe. managing di­
rector of Financial Research As­
sociates states what he calls an "obvi­
ous fact:" the current high interest 
rates in the money market might retard 
the nation’s manufacturing sector. The 
situation, he says, has become so un­
savouring that manufacturers could 
hardly borrow funds at the on going 
high interest rates and still operate 
profitably.

And as a panacea to "sweet borrow-

dustry and forced 
dictates of time).

Odozi further acknowledges that 
the monetary authorities have a role to 
play in creating a stable macro- 
economic environment, moreso, at a 
time when the industry can now influ­
ence the fixing of prices or rates of 
shares and interests in the market 
However, it is very clear that the CBN 
is still very worried over the existing 
phenomenon of a wide disparity in de­
posit and lending rates in the money 
market Like an inhouse surgeon who 
is unsatisfied with the efficiency of his 
equipment, Odozi believes that the ir­
regularities in the interest rate struc-

1CTOR Odozi. 
CBN deputy governor and cicero of the 
banking industry is a man whose long 
years of tailoring the garments of the 
sector have culminated in a wide 
speculative experience.

This balding egghead took a hard 
look at the future of the financial .• 
vices industry' last week ; 
"prophesied" that: "the financial j 
vices industry’ in Nigeria is likely to 
dergo significant structural chan 
over the next few years as competition 
both within and between subsectors of 
the industry' grows more intense." His 
message hit target when he exrL/—- 
that what actually would happen is that 
the financial market would grow and 
become more active as the past." as 
new institutions and articles of trade 
of the operators gradually appear in the 
markets.

On such trade instrument which is 
likely to become very popular and an 
essential feature of an efficient finan 
cial service industry’ are the derivative 
in products (specialised services which 
are fallouts of new practices in the in- 
J---‘------ ’ ' 1 on customer by the

ing " Ekeigwe wants government to es­
tablish some agencies that will extend 
cheap funds to manufacturers. He 
reasons along the same line of Eras­
mus Akingbola. managing director and 
chief executive of Nigerian Interconti­
nental Merchant Bank Limited, who ad- 
vises that for the industry’ to grow, the 
procedure for getting credit must be 
convenient and devoid of demoralising 
administrative bottlenecks.

Akingbola also tackled other areas of 
the pains of the financial sector. The 
issue dear to his heart was the failure 
of many banks to repay funds borrowed 
from the inter-banks transactions to 
repay funds borrowed from the inter­
bank money market, a situation which 
he said, is threatening the stability of 
the nation s financial system. Accord­
ing to him, if this worrisome trend is 
not checked, it could lead to the even­
tual breakdown of the financial system.

Of recent, banking chief executives, 
have been piqued by’ recent happenings 
in the money’ market, fallouts of the 
1993 budget which is still under renew 
by’ the National Assembly’. One of such 
was Atedo Pctcrside. managing dircc 
tor and chief executive of Investment 
Banking and Trust Company Limited. 
IBTC. who bared his mind on the fiscal 
issues of government He believes that 
foreign exchange market reforms and 
interest rates management would only' 
succeed if "we arc prepared to take the 
bull by the horns and do away with 
Forex documentation and make th< 
naira fully convertible." More impor­
tantly. Pcterside says that new invest­
ment expenditures were unlikely to 
flow into the agricultural and manufac­
turing sectors against a background of 
monetary’ instability an extreme ex­
change rate and interest rate volatility.

What other solutions could be prefer­
red for the numerous problem of the 
money market? While Odozi agrees 
that there has actually been jtl. 
tensified competition between banks, 
he calls for innovation, enhanced effi 
taUorT and custon,er/cuslomcr orien- 

matter<?a?k cflief also believes that

we. mananinarti numb ‘ SetS and U>e increased 
enhanced dlstressed banks, calls for 
"X M2ndrr°!1USt SUpe™s°V re 
take-overs sale ^UCtUring' mergers' 

ers. sale or liquidation.

still irXe asT is in faCt
mean the ah^ deregulation does not

C ab*ence of control." he said.

Research
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[MONEY BRIEFS

4th Enugu 
International 

Trade Fair And 
Where We Fit In

TO resist the squeeze and avoid the red of 
operations business must adopt agressive 
marketing, public relations strategies etcet­
era.

The nineties may be knotty and nasty but 
the bottom line is survival. And you should.

Your zesty magazine ISM has designed a 
survival kit for you. You just can't miss out 
this time.

You already know that the 4th Enugu In­
ternational Trade Fair is in the offing. ISM is 
not only covering it but offers tips on how 
to keep aflout and smile to the banks.

So, send us company profiles, products and 
service briefs, and adverts.

This special Trade Fair Edition, hits the 
streets on Sunday, March 28 1993. Reach us 
ahead of time.

Dolun Okubanjo F S E Chief Consultant

the coordinator of the fair, Louis Chuke. pat 
ticipanls will include oil companies operating 
tn Nigeria and 10 oil producing countries.

The fair which will take place at the Lagos 
Trade Fair Complex. Badagry, will feature sec­
toral exhibition in oil exploration and market­
ing companies, banks, transporters, energy, 
computer and ancillary industries, plus a two

Petroleum and Minerals Resources, Philip 
Asiodu. a chief, will deliuer the opening 
speech, while Organisation for Petroleum Ex­
porting Countries (OPEC), Secretary General 
Subroto, a doctor, is expected as special guest 
speaker.

St. John BnoHds Fire
Safety and Security 

fair „ !

F & E 2nd Oil
Fair coming

• AIRS and Exhibition Services (FEE), a di- 
vision c'n L" ‘ ~ ’ ......................

ition aimed at updating Nigerians with the 
tooled up for its second specialised Interna- latest in security products and spreading 
tional Oil, Gas and Petrochemicals exhibition urity awareness in an Increar— 
slated for March.

The six days exhibition which kicks off on 
the 16th of March is aimed at creating aware­
ness for gas development in the 90s and at 
expanding investment opportunities in the 
Nigerian oil and gas industry According to

Kano flnosts Agrimotor 
ffair in May

The era of generalised trade fairs is now being 
challenged. Nigerians are beginning to em­
brace specialized fairs aimed al addressing 
specific problems. And come this May, the 
commercial city of Kano will be playing host 
to a 10-daii specialised National E\po forAg-

SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR.

2, Isijola Street, llupeju, 
P.M.B. 21687, Ikeja, Lagos. 
Tel: 01-966324

ricullure, Motor and Allied Products tagged 
'Agrimotor show Kano.' Billed to start on the 
20th of May, the fair hopes to provide the 
yearning break through in solving the nation's 
food shortage and transportation crisis.

Third in its series, the fair is being pul to­
gether by a Kano-based trade promotions Firm, 
Adbiz Press Limited. In a press release issued 
by its chief Executive Ajayi Memaiyetan, local 
governments, large and small scale farmers, 
food processing companies, motor and tractor 
marketers will be involved in the fair. The re­
lease also claims that most virulent food and 
transport crises still exist in Nigeria despite the 
pretensions and common official disclama­
tion.

The fair, said to be a gate-free one, will also 
feature lalkshoDs (mini seminars) on special 
days to be devoted to grains, livestock, rural 
development. Finance, motor and tractor while 
its Gala Nite will be sponsored by Research 
Institutes. Universities and the private sector.

£1.4 billion life line 
for Heron

International
The £14 billion rescue package lo salvage 
the cash-strapped Heron International has re­
ceived me DacKing of a five-strong creditors' 
steering committee headed by Barclays Bank 
The Final documents for the banking facilities 
will however be sent to Heron s 83 banks cre­
ditors shortly foi vetting. The banks with £775 ___ w,
million outstanding with Heron International, dag seminar for professionals. Secretary for 
are set to sign a deal bg month end. by which Petroleum and Minerals Rrsn,,rre. Phillr 
time bond holders will receive Final proposals 
concerning the rescue.

Heron, the property lo most petrol sta­
tions in Britain founded by Gerald Ronson, 
has also been offered working capital . in 
principle by the steering committee. A banking 
source said last week the proposed restructur­
ing offers ‘materially belter recovery prospects 
than any alternatives ' The deal, which look 
11 months of negotiation to materialise, has 
been linked to Herons shock decision last 
month to halt payments to what it termed .
non-essential advisers.' c°2sc,ousnesrs ,r^elued a,

The embattled Ronson will soon be replaced last^k with the successful hosting of a three 
bg a new nonexecutive chairman, as what and So,u"on Fxh'b‘-
one banker calls 'the most complicated re- "°^93 ,n cxh'h,I,on organised by
financingeveraltemptcd.~iscompleled.Heron a'°^' ^urdy , outfit, :SL John Security 
proposes that lhe banks will receive £400 mil- Company Limited, featured 20 top ffight fire 
Hon in equity, which would reduce the hold- ^cun‘y companies inbhgena.BH-
mg ol Ronson s /amity trusts lo jtist. Hue per- led r°r prestigious L Hotel Eko Mendten, 
ceni the exhibition featured a display of a variety

of high quality safety products.
Products exhibited at the fair included elec­

tronic security burglary alarms, closed circuit 
television (CCTV), electronic Fire alarms, car 
alarms, anti-bugging devices and portable sec- 

..______ urity equipment. With a theme tilled 'Trends
of Publicity Services Nigeria Limited is in fife safely and security in the 90s, theexhib-

'---------- r:_j

urily awareness in an increasingly insecure 
environment.

Commenting on the fair, the Managing Direc­
tor of SL John Security. Chtguila Leak. (Miss), 
said it was timely especially now that there is 
a staggering rise in bank and home burglaries 
in the country.



*

but one which also casts him a:
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note for the Democrats. In Lance Mor­
row’s words: "The famous double nanny 
disturbances that resulted from Clin 
ton’s search for an Attorney General 
and the fierce electrical diplays over 
the issue of gays serving in the military 
had the effect of making Republicans, 
at least, cheerful for the first time since 
November (when, via the defeat of 
George Bush at the polls, the Democ­
rats upstaged the Republicans at the 
White House)." Then there was the 
‘‘medically justifiable but politically 
explosive" Clinton s plan of welcoming 
AIDS-infected foreigners into the 
United States — a proposal that, ac­
cording to a Time CNN poll, ignited a

Clinton's big stick 
W 71 percent rc

...as he unfolds an 
economic blueprint that 
underlines the fact that he 
is rapidly growing on the 
job.
Biffiaik tiioosu

— A boost in the top marginal in­
come-tax rate from the current 31 
percent to 36 percent applying to in­
comes over $200,000. First year 
value: $14 billion: over four years: 
S60 billion.
— A 10 percent surcharge

71 percent rejection outburst Despite 
this mood and in spite of current regu­
lations. an undaunted Clinton still in­
tends to push on with plans to remove 
all (AIDS, syphillis. gonorrhea, leprosy) 
but one (tuberculosis) item from the 
list of communicable diseases that are 
grounds for barring entry irtto the US. 
Why not tuberculosis as well? Because 
that, unlike the others, can spread 
through the air. So much for President 
Clinton the humanist

Beyond humanist aspirations, which 
have demonstrated a tendency to bog 
the new president down. Clinton has 
soared to a confrontation with the 
medussa spirit of America’s economy 
— “a call to arms." in his own words. 
The Clinton blueprint, which aims at a 
$31 billion economic stimulus and a 
four-year plan to reduce the budget de­
ficit S145 billion, is composed of these 
elaborate specifics as spelt out in Time I

The new and the old: Clinton and Bush

IS televis­
ion image is, no doubt, an arresting one 
but one which also casts him as a politi­
cian brimming with flash and dash but 
not keen on hard choices. That is — or 
used to be — the public image of Bill 
Clinton. America’s 42nd President 
Just before his inauguration, a Time 
magazine reviewer, basing his analysis 
on Clinton’s tenure as the governor of 
Arkansas, had summed up as a “big 
carrot small stick" politician and posed 
the question: will Clinton be a Yes pres­
ident in a No era? The fact that Clinton 
the campaigner backed away from the 
word sacrifice was cited as a pointer to 
the manner of president he would be­
come. But all these were calculations, 
never absolute judgements, for the 
challenges of candidacy and those of 
the presidency are often necessarily 
different Right from his January 20 as­
sumption of the exalted office when he 
first spoke of "shared sacrifice". Clinton 
has veritably undergone what may be 
dubbed a metamorphosis. He has 
shown thji not only can he but that he 
will — do whatever he deems necessary 
to positively address the economic quag­
mire in which America is currently en­
meshed. This inclination is the deduc­
ible arriere-pensee behind the bold 

I economic blueprint he recently un­
folded in his first state-of-the-union ad- 

j dress.
I’ is remarkable that before this as- 

’ cension. the Clinton presidency had 
j started off on anything but a cheerful
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Clinton, out to make his
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comes over one million dollars. 
First-year value: $300 million: four 
years: one billion dollars.
— A boost in the corporate income- 
tax rate from 34 percent to 34 per­
cent to 36 percent First year value: 
seven billion dollars: four years: $28 
billion.

J

country needs, more Americans must 
contribute today so that all Americans 
can do better tomorrow.” “The histori­
cal landscape is littered with the bug- 

I gles that American Presidents have used
to call the people to sacrifice," 
writes an informned Lance Morrow. "The 
calls have often failed. Americans may 
enjoy a call to sacrifice as rhetoric 
("Ask not what your country can do for 
you," John Kennedy said in his flashy 
reversible prose, "ask what you can do 
for your country"). But the key to Clin­
ton’s program will not be some mass 
popular telent for sacrifice. It will be an 
American trait more characteristic and 
useful and durable: a sense of fair­
ness."

After the enunciation, Clinton, em­
ploying his salesmanship talents, hit 
the campaign trail to market his prog­
ramme directly to Americans — in 
keeping, in part, with, his campaign 
promise to stay in touch with the aver­
age American. According to George 
Stephanopoulos, his communications 
director, he plans to spend at least one 
day a week on the road in the coming 
months, being well aware that his ad­
ministration’s popularity and its 
chance of re-election in 1996 rest 
largely with his economic agenda — in 
the same way Reagan set the mood for

had targeted these increases at upper 
class incomes: "For 12 years, the Re­
publicans have raised taxes on the mid­
dle class. It’s time to give the middle 
class tax relief." In addition to this con­
sideration (families with gross in­
comes under $30,000 will pay almost ____
no additional tax) and the emotive ap- renewal of America, no less, 
peal of everyone paying "their fair erfdhvarrtmnr.k.—••-----
share," the Clinton promise is that this 
road will lead to a growing economy and

— An increase from 50 percent to 
85 percent in the amount of Social 
Security benefits subject to taxation 
among elderly American citizens 
with incomes over $32,000. First 
year value: $5.8 billion; four years: 
$24 billion.
— A tax of five percent on energy 
consumption. First-year value: $13 
billion; four years: $60 billion.
— A limit on corporate tax deduc­
tions for executive salaries of CEOs 
and other officers. First-year value: 
$100 million: four years: $13 billion.
— Tighter enforcement of taxes 
operating in the US. Though Clinton 
has said the tax could net nine bill­
ion dollars in the first year and 
nearly $45 billion over four years, 
the revised expectation is closer to 
two billion dollars in the first year 
and eight'billion dollars over four 
years.
— A cut by half in allowed deduc­
tions for business meals and enter­
tainment First-year value: two bill­
ion dollars; four years: $12 billion. 
Tax increases ail-spiced with spend­
ing reductions:
— A cut of $50 billion in the defence 
budget over the next four years, 
starting from a whack of up to eight 
billion dollars this year.
— A cut of three billion dollars in 
government administrative costs 
and reduction in federal payrolls by 
100,000 through attrition, which 
will save an additional six billion 
dollars. A separate plan to lower the 
number of advisory commissions 
could save $50 million annually.
— A 25 percent down sizing of White 
House staff and elimination of 
limousines and other perks will save 
a symbolic $10 million annually.

In setting forth a programme of tax 
increases, Clinton has thus entered his 
name as the third consecutive US pres­
ident to go back on his election prom

means less spend-

more opportunity kTwaste money."
. BkU‘?.e presid'nt, is not like|y to Mr. President. Clinton"ha’s become
to be deterred by such skirmishes for stronger rather than weaker: a Big Car- 

rot/Big Stick politician, so to speak. It 
is remarkable that a recent Time cover 
portrait adorned his regular chubby 
features with a wisdom beard. That is 
the new Bill Clinton, out to carve his 
niche in the Hall of Fame.

J______ D-— — — *■ •aaKzwva tv*

more jobs. How do the Americans view h,iS tW° terma bX bavi"g “°n°mic
this? Revealed a Time CNN poll: The gj" “12^ ado “
president currently enjoys about 49 g e^es the ngew ciinton campaign 
percent approval rating, with 60 per- is quintessentially Ulc ciinton 
are basically unsolved°?roblems left Phenomc"°" in ascendancy either 
over from the Bush administration but
a significant 54 percent are of the opin- is his elemenL B his message 
ion that the economy has remained the to the , the president also hopes 
same since November 1992. « . . r -

But Clinton has never claimed to be tO‘u™ P°Pular pr^sur(= °" Congress 
a miracle worker. "I m here to tell you Wh,ch vote on the reforms in about

,, • six months. The Clinton charisma is,we d.dn t get into this mess overn.ght thus rtinenl _ the warmth that led 
and we won t get out of it overnight." to hi P inviting s0 , including

^eel chair-bound Mike Morrison, sponding to the Clinton blueprint via ^g^XX^^Tw^'iSp^ 
a February i8 article in the Neu, has garnered an instant symbolic dona 
centered *>" °< * thousand dollars by an Amer-

decade ica" « further finder to keepment "I know wl have kamed'the’h’art P?'nam'a of3?' ,Clint°n Plan SO?ri"f 

.. .. „_______ ___ ________ ‘™°f d^ 19k80s>'wasthattaxc|u‘s cafly'is not unlike°Sie Reagon aura -
ise. But. with a keen political insight "duce hard work and investment "The in its abilit^ to „ at the hBcartstrings Sat had hardly been accorded him. he "ery dollar the pol.Ucians take of Ie £
"  ------------ i —-  ------------------------- back to Washington means less spend- TherHc are factors at lay. but

ing power for average Americans and this truth .is-self-cvident: that in mak- 
rnore opportunity to waste money." ing the transition from a candidate

new president is not likely • -- -
„ ——.-- »aaaszaaK.O 4V/1 

his commitment, as he has reiterated 
a number of times is to change — the 
-npwai r»f no one pow­
ered by a comprehension of the thorns 
and glories of the past “We have to face 
the fact that to make the change our



UNDP and Africa's
development in the 1990's
"Seek ye first thy political. . j*'-’1 "iy political call was

I. king<lorn and all else shall "fi
jbe added onto you.”

is to— Kwame Nkrumah
of Draper believes

this

■rinient-
must be given positions in power and gokcr^Draper.. “ Higerian women
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. ....... election.

• t-jp , *—~~~ HERE is
tiling about the United Nations 
wlui’h has a spiderweb of inter-locking 
agencies, catering for all types of 
human activities that one can imagine 
— that appears overstretched and un 
dermanned. 1

The UN. the world's number one or­
ganisation. gives the impression of a 
plodding benevolent giant, still finding 
its feet, in the murky waters of the new 
world order. Certainly, its objectives 
arc sound, its staff, first class and its 
delivery — exquisite.

But it has a problem. It was never de­
signed to take the world by the scruff 
of the neck, and change it along the 
paths of its laudable objectives. Instead 
it is as if a clique of powerful countries 
have taken the UN by the scruff of the 
neck and used it to prod other nations 
into line.

One major player in UN affairs is the 
United States. One major recipient of 
UN beneficiaries is Nigeria. And one 
major UN agency is the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). In 
this instance, the UNDP is used as an 
international medium of exchanging

I relation*. and activities between the US 
I and Nigeria. Under the current UNDP 
I programme assistance (1992-96).

Nigeria became the highest beneficiary 
of UNDP’s assistance in Africa, and the 
fourth highest in the world — behind 
India. China and Bangladesh.

the other hand, donates 
nior^ToJhLuJLc^tisejLhan any other 

M;qrIcro'llotgetrtjy~S^ 
xlen. Japan and Australia. It then comes 
as no surprise that an American, who 
heads the UNDP, should visit Nigeria 
on matters relating to the UNDP’s as- 

; sistance programme to Nigeria, ana 
j|; other national issues. The courtesy

programme. ~elnCTelfi w
the necessary ing« 
used to allocate 
among developing! "“Nigcria ttas.

Diaper's visit , UNDP 
first, by a high inking mar. 
to the UN commu"'^priate ' 
It also came at an approF^ the 
cause it is Hie fin- democi 
ot government to • .ficria- 
elected president l 
end. Draper showed f,nal 
sist Nigeria completehe 
tion hurdle He told «PLj 
interview, which was 3 , ndce to the 
thaflthe UN), might be o( scjn Nigena 
democratic procedure ^idcntiaH 

. •- --v ensure a tan >
election.’’ a.-ntial election

A free and fair P"s'd'°£.n<.fit from 
is crucial if Nigeria is to p.Uie transition todmmjcr. ^^^,. 

should not feel dishearten1 d 
setbacks throughout ti

of existence in other 
is still a long way to 1 t . ...•■) countries arc

“—j.. .. Lagos, for an interview 
journalists, penultimate Thurs

American in question. William 
MiaH«.r III. has been at the helms o. 
UNDP affairs for close on seven years. 
He is a distinguished business ad­
ministrator. And since he assumed the 
leadership of the UNDP, there has been 
a considerable increase in the re­
sources available for development, 
under UNDP's technical assistance



for Africa (left) and Assefa Fre Hewit,

as possible, before the elections," he
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Draper, flanked by Ellen Johnson Sirleaf UNDP Director < 
UNDP resident representative in Nigeria (right).

Throughout his stay Draper visited 
other UNDP sponsored projects in 
Nigeria and gave some impressions on 
how ■ the projects have been run 
UNDP: "I went to the (UNDP) prog­
ramme support office to identify action 
needed in solving some environmental 
problems, privatisation, health, human 
development etc. The UNDP sponsored 
human development report, now three 
years old. One of our message is to gel the 
people more involved, and to insist that the 
Nigenan government improves the

°f Regional Bureau

ning to squeeze out corruption from its 
democratic system. Collor’s resigna­
tion would not have been possible, but 
for the democratic process in Argen­
tina."

"The 1990 s is for Africa's democ­
racy. Africa’s problems were caused by 
the lack of democratic principles in her 
body politics, among other issues. The 
continent is too dependent on former 
colonial powers. If Africa can take con­
trol of its political future (through 
democracy), continue the privatisation 
programme and take charge of is social 
development, there would be better 
things ahead for Africa, and she should 
be able to head out of the clouds and 
into the sunshine in the 21st century. 
It is true that part of Africa's problems 
since independence, was caused by the health is 
West. But with the thawing of the cold which ha 
war, there could be tremendous advan 
tages for Africa." he said.

But Draper insisted that the UNDP is 
only in Nigeria to give technical assist­
ance programme, such as, the Better 
Life Support Unit. Maryam Babangida 
who leads the Better Life for Rural 
Women Programme, and has the 
Centre for Women Development, in 
Abuja, named after her — expressed 
satisfaction at the recognition of the 
potentialities of the centre by UNDP, 
and its willingness to fiefp its growth. 

Maryam earlier said in Abuja that, as­
sistance was still needed to facilitate above 50 
access to funds for women to set up lagging behind in 
small scale industries, fabricate simple 
working tools and improve transporta­
tion in the rural areas. Draper de­
scribed Mrs. Babangada's programme 
as universally relevant To this end. he 
announced, the disbursement of a $2 
million (N40 million) funding by the 
UNDP, for Nigeria's Better Life Prog­
ramme. The financing would take place 
when specifics of the programme has 
been decided, which could be ironed 
out over a period of some years.

_____ ________________
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has come out of its i. 
and its contribution 
ramme has gone up f.vut minion 
to $125 million. We (the UN) will grow 
again but sluggishly. And the small 15 
percent cuts on UN funding is made in 
order not to hurt programmes in 
Nigeria."

"The UN has a formula it uses for dis­
bursing its funds. This is based on the 
number of people in a country and its 
income per capita. The assistance goes 

iracy rate is just mainly to least developed countries 
thp wnn.p-’ and Africa gets 50 percent of it" He 

remarked.

sation is the boosting, of UNDP’s 
Human Capacity Programme in Nigeria. 
"We try to link Nigeria’s project de­
velopment with potential investors and 
workshops to sensitise the investment 
climate. $12 million (N240mJ is set 
aside in the private sector, for this pur­
pose. The privatisation process has- 
taken such a step that even Germany 
is privatising its highways! This may 

seem over the top, but it shows that• ----------- »«**cu..ana to insist tliattlie government should concentrate onNigerian government improves the civil order. defence, etc, and 
people’s capacity and empower them lcave the rcst to the Private sector," he 
to do a competent job." added.

"Two problem areas identified in On the question of the effects of UN’s
Nigeria is health and education. The cuts on Nigeria, Draper blamed it on 
human development report shows that ^lc worldwide recession, saying, “there 
’ ' ■ J not as good as in say. Kenya. is a recession in Europe. And earlier,
which has an average life expectancy there was one in America. But the US
of 62 years. While in Nigerian it is 52 has come out of its recession strongly 
years. But Nigeria is ahead of Sierra and its contribution to the UN prog- i
Leone which has an average life expec- ramme has gone up from $100 million |
tency of 42 years. As these are 1990 *s,oc — 
figures, we expect that there must 
have been some improvements by now.
However, the figures for life expectency 
shows that Nigeria is in the middle cat­
egory as far as health is concerned."

"Education is also not as good as in 
Kenya. The yardsticks used' to meas 
ure educational standards is the liter­
acy level. This is 65 percent in Kenya. 
While in Nigeria, the literacy rate is jus 
above 50 percent But the women are 

o I'ehir.d la literacy. Women 
must be given positions in power and 
government, in order to redress the bal­
ance."

The progress to privatisation is 
another issue of keen interest to the 

Draper remarked 
progress has been 
"Thp'D-'-----

(Ernest Shonekan) wants to get the

progress 
r « -

The UNDP has been operating in 
Nigeria for more than two decades to 
assist her national development ef­
forts, and secure resources from the ---------- - .otticat to me international donor community. The UNDP.------------------- Draper remarked objective of the programme is to im-

that significant progress has been prove human development and to exe­
made in this area. "The‘Prime Minister' cute sustainable development The 
(Ernest Shonekan) wants to get the undP has earmarked about $25 million 
privatisation programme moving as far jN5Oo million) programme to be exe- 

viwJwus. ue cuted in the next five years.
said. An area that could assist privati-
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...He has always cried for 
help. When the opportu­
nity came, he developed 
"clay" feetI

—1  O one will 
know exactly how he came by the name. 
Hunter Clay, but events of the past few 
weeks have shown that the man’s des­
tiny has one or two strings attached to 
his chosen name.

Forget that in one minute of mad­
ness. he may have decided to answer, 
the name, boxing’s great Mohammed 
Ali, took to a well — deserved Olympic 
gold medal, when he was a thrilling 
Cassius Clay. No. this man’s story can 
only be likened to an allusion to some 
weird romantic tales. The type that can 
only be found in Greek mythology. A 
man. who all the while has so bothered 
and implored the gods to assist him to 
the gold throne, that the gods had no 
option than to do so, bidding the man 
to go ahead, that his destiny is in his 
hands.

But alas, when all obstacles have 
been cleared for the man; just when he 
had reached the exalted throne, w’hat 
did he do? Nothing! When he needed 
to summon up the last resolve within 
him. he had instead developed feet of 
clav. He failed to sit astride the throne, 
for'which the ’’gods’’ have toiled so 
much, and like a grave mirage he woke 
up clutching clay — which ironically 
was what the gods have known all the
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time the man deserved. You see. they 
only wanted to give him a chance to 
prove otherwise.

Yes. Hunter Clay of Nigeria before 
now. World Boxing Council’s (WBC) In 
ternational Junior Middleweight title 
holder and now only clutching the Afri­
can title recently showed his tendency 
to go for clay instead of gold. Who will 
blame the man? Perhaps he is in love 
with the name. clay.

That alone though will not excuse the 
man his misdemeanor in London 
where he went to defend his world title 
crown against England’s "Jour- 
nevman" Louis Ghent Or perhaps. 
Hunter Clav did not know the serious­
ness that a’world title defence garners. 
The man clowned his way through the 
12-rounder on Tuesday February 16th; 
dancing, blowing kisses to Bob Mar- 
lev's record "jamming when his oppo 
nenl w“ P/ ’̂i^throughout ^he em 

counter: drawing more than 20 public 
warnings for persistently clutching 
and™ucking his opponent's head under 
his armpit instead of putting his height 
and long reach to a good use and almost

Hunter Clay...What went wrong?

Hunting SW 
allowed himself to be knocked out in 
the seventh and 1 1th rounds. In 
the English man won on unanimo 
points of 119 113. 119 Hl- 119" 
111. fl idBut Clay’s shabby performance u 
not come as a surprise to boxing f<» 
ers in Nigeria. In fact, his tale leading 
up to the world title fight did not star 
that day.

Hunter Clay had been in box­
ing for over a decade now. A 
this time he had clamoured for atten­
tion. crying for assistance from any­
body who cares to listen. According to 
him then, that was the only thing that 
stood between him and a world crown.

One of Clay’s obsession was the de­
sire to meet. Africa’s First Pillar of 
Sports, and presidential aspirant in the 
SDP, MKO Abiola. His reasons as he 
told ESM Sporting were that if MKO Abiola 
is from the same village in Ogun State 
as himself; that if Abiola is as generous 
as he is. then why not to 
him his home boy; especially as he 
needed all the support towards achiev­
ing his ambition. His logic statisfied,
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Bash AH, Anyamene...Both “g aue out" 

their world crowns on a platter of gold.

take sometime to emerge. Until then, the 
loss of the only remaining world title 
belt in Nigeria will seem to be the final 
straw to the terrible nose dive that box­
ing has taken in recent times.

when any sports person should be 
training hard. In fact, the stadium 
wasn't the only place, he indulged on 
his leisurely walks. According to vete­
ran Sports Writer, Tunde Oshuntolu, he 
too was surprised to see Clay on several 
occasions strolling, puffing cigarettes 
amongst some area boys in the area 
where he lives.

Another boxer, Jerry Okorodudu, 
was willing to bet his life that Clay 
would loose the title defence in Lon­
don. When asked, why he was so sure 
he said: "look I'm a boxer and preparing 
for any title defence is not a joke. 
Hunter Clay had not been training. 
Until you confirmed now that he has 
travelled out for the fight, 1 thought that 
he would not go and that is why he was 
not training."

As at the time of going to press, 
Hunter Clay was not available for com­
ments and his promoters would not 
budge though TSM Sporting discovered 
that only a manager in the promoter’s out­
fit, accompanied Clay and other offi­
cials to London. Even then, the particu­
lar manager from Harridot Promotions 
Limited in a chance encounter with 
Sports Writers made some unsavoury 
remarks about Hunter Clay’s attitude 
towards the world title defence.

But that is after the fight Clay and 
therefore Nigeria has lost a world Box­
ing belt What role the trainers, mana­
gers and promoters actually played will

Clay always tried his >ee Abiola
when the opportunity pre., ited itself. 
He got the chance on the night of May 
29th, 1992. That night he clinched 
WBC’s world title and finally met 
Abiola.

TSM Spoilinggathered from authorita­
tive sources that since that night. 
Abiola. an avowed sports lover had 
stood behind Clay as stolid as the pillar 
of sports that he is. When the time 
came for the first title defence against 
Louis Gent of England. Clay got a 
sumptuous amount of cash to aid him 
in his title defence. Other well-meaning 
Nigerians followed the chiefs cue 
Hunter Clay received money "here and 
there” to enable him put up a good de­
fence. But what did he do but fritter the 
golden opportunity away — on a platter 
of gold.

TSMSporting investigation shows that 
contrary to expectations Hunter Clay 
failed to prepare adequately for his 
world title defence. Weeks before the 
fight the man was seen casually strol 
ling the pavements of the National 
Stadium. Surulere, Lagos even at times



DANGER ALERT!:

Total strike looms in
oil sector

This strike action, should

Asiodu...Oil Ministry boss
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it happen, will cost the 
nation everything!

1992 aloi 
the seni ___o_w
jobs.” This figure, the petition 
further does not account for those 
the junior staff category who have al! 
lost their jobs.

The facts on the ground seem to bear 
out PENGASSAN. In the past two years 
many heads have rolled in the oil com­
panies and what is more disturbing 
in the view of industry watchers is tna 
retrenchment of Nigerians is virtually 
at will while more expatriates arrive to 
take up plum jobs on a regular basis.

TSM found out that in 1992. one 
hundred and eleven junior staffers of

TO

11 . ALL it mother
of all strikes and you won’t be wrong. 
Senior staffers of the nation’s oil indus­
try, under their umbrella union — Pet­
roleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff 
Association of Nigeria (PENGASSAN) 
are poised for a showdown with the fed­
eral government and their employers. 
And unless the government rises 
swiftly to the occasion and puts out 
this fire that has the potency of engulf­
ing the nation’s economic life, Nigeria 
may be heading for an unprecedented 
economic disaster.

TSM was reliably informed during the 
week that last weekend. Central Work­
ing Committee (CWC) of the union met 
in Kaduna, and resolved that now is the 
time to take a decisive action over the 
twin issues of retrenchment in the oil 
industry and the status of DPR (Depart­
ment of Petroleum Resources). "PEN­
GASSAN has decided to go on strike in 
the interest of the nation and let the 
governments not doubt whether we can 
do it or not,” M.G. Dabibi, the as­
sociation’s general secretary told TSMW 
last week.

But why would the entire workforce 
of all the nation’s oil companies (both 
producing and marketing), oil service 
companies want to go on strike. What

are the implications to the .nation? 
Let’s go into the reasons first then we 
take a look at the implications.

One of the major issues as men­
tioned earlier is retrenchment in the 
oil industry. Before 1989. sacking an 
oil company employee (senior, junior 
or management cadre) was pretty dif­
ficult because the company which 
wanted to carry out the exercise needed 
to intimate, first the Federal Ministry 
of Mines and Power, by 1972 circular, 
then later NNPC by 1978 circular, on 
why the affected staffers should go. The 
appropriate authority would look into 
the issue and responds accordingly.

But a circular letter dated 1 
ary 1989 by H. Alkali nn behalf of 
the then Minister of Petroleum Re­
sources. Rilwan Lukman. changed all

that The circular gave the oil com­
panies a blank cheque to do whatever 
they deem fit with their employees.

Since then, according to Dabibi, 
things have not been the same again in 
the oil industry’. In a petition dated 20th 
January 1993 to Philip Asiodu. a chief 
and secretary. Ministry’ of Petroleum 
and Mineral Resources. PENGASSAN 
noted that "within the last quarter of

)ne, no less than. 1.200 staff in 
lior category have lost their

• • n said 
in

Iso

By Ademola Adedoyin
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a raj 
workers

Shell Petroleum lost their jobs. 
Throughout that year only one Nige­
rians was employed while 92 expat­
riates were brought in. In the same 
1992, National Oil and Chemical Mar­
keting PLC dispensed with the services

told TSM that the corporation is indeed 
as concerned as other Nigerians about 
"The plight of our colleagues who are 
daily losing their jobs and for the 
others who don’t know what tomorrow 
holds for them. But there is one thing

Whether DPR staffers are civil servants 
or NNPC staffers (the corporation that

employed them) still remains a knotty 
issue.

But more than that, a number of ex­
perts have pointed out a lot of dangers 
inherent in transfering such a vital de­
partment into the Ministry. In .these 
past five years, these fears have been

Oyekan....DPR boss

alternative 
ment

The retrenchment of Nigerians is by 
no means restricted to the oil produc­
ing companies alone, as TSM found out* 
The service companies too seem to be 
more interested in expatriates than 
Nigerian oil specialists.

In October 1992, Prakla Seismos Ltd. 
set a record in the history of employer 
employee relations when it sacked and 
recalled. sacked and re called, and at 
last sacked over 50 of its employees. 
OTIS of Nigeria, at the moment has only 
40 Nigerians, but the service company 
has about 30 expatriates on its pay roll. 
Last November, United Geophysical 
(Nig) Limited sacked several of its staf- 

| fers and increased its expatriates staff 
1 at the same time.

What is more, TSM can confirm au­
thoritatively that drilling rigs that have 
come to Nigerian waters since 1990 are 
now completely manned by expat­
riates. TSM has it on good authority that 
major producing companies even go 
out to demand that old rigs should be 
manned completely by expatriates. The 
implication of all these is that more 
Nigerians are out of job and the possi­
bility of qualified but unemployed Nige­
rians securing jobs in the oil industry 
is remote said Dabibi: "The Govern­
ment can no longer afford to keep mute. 
We are not over staffed in the oil 
industry, this is not the time for re­

oil industry.”
The second issue which will trigger 

off this mother of all strikes is the 
status of the Department of Petroleum 
Resources (DPR) The story of DPR has 
been told several times. That is the 
watchdog of the oil industry. Its role is 
monitoring and supervising the ac­
tivities of the oil companies. 
It used to be an arm of NNPC 
but in 1988. when Lukman was still cal­
ling the shots at Ministry of Petroleum 
Resources, he transfered the depart­
ment. then known as Petroleum in­
spectorate to the ministry. Since then 
the department has been enmeshed in

nouncements of President Ibrahim , 
Babangida granting the department 
could not even save it It remains a de­
partment under the ministry.

when a cor . ----------
happens in other companies too.”

PENGASSAN does not appear per­
suaded by the logic of that submission. 
For it believes that retrenchment in the 
oil industry, "carried out as it were in 
the face of huge profits, is designed as 
a cost- saving measure aimed at gamer-* 
ing sufficient funds for the mainte­
nance of the workers of the affected 
companies in Europe and America where 
some of the companies are running at 
losses."

Furthermore, according to Dabibi "if 
there is a rapid turnover of 

cnatriates. The helicopter drops the Nigerian workers in the oil in- . / V..7 -;Z”
nnd mrk dustry, we shall not have specialists in confirmed and that ha^s heightened the

the various sectors of the industry. And *"
this will not augur well for

trenchment in a growing concern The 
government should step in and correct 
these excesses."

The federal government, TSM learnt 
may have become very worried about

“VUllg rUI3JJC113CU W1L1I «J1». — the current spate of retrenchment in
of about 320 Nigerians. This included the oil industry. A top sources at NNPC 
junior and senior cadres. tn,d TSM111311116 comnmfior, <«,

As at 1992, while these oil producing 
companies employed very few Nige­
rians if any at all, they have the follow­
ing expatriate positions: Chevroji ■ 100 
(both occupied and unoccupied). . _______
SAIPEM - 77; and Mobil - 59. The more You mus^ n°f lose sight of. A company 
disturbing aspect of this expatriate reserves the right to hire and fire, it 
quota issue is that some positions are shouldn’t be made to look like a crime

Nigerians arc cither sacked under the PENGASSAN does not appear per- Babangida granting 
guise of “load shedding" exercise or in suaded bv the logic of that suhmicdAn 
some cases, the companies deliberate 
withhold promotions of Nigerians to 
such positions.

The situation is so bad in the major 
oil companies for Nigerians as thev arc 
treated like second class citizens in 
their own countiy. The story was told 
of a particular major oil producing com­
pany with large American presence 
that makes its helicopter available only 
to exp*'*-■'**"*' flrnnc thn
expatriates at their oil fields and pick 
them back to Lagos while Nigerians, _

,his 'vill’not'augur’welTforfte nMi^s clamour for the implementation of the 
Petroleum Inspectorate Commission PIC 
as directed by the president in his 1991 
budget Now PENGASSAN nationwide 
is demanding PIC and they said they 
are ready for a showdown if that de­
mand is not met And they have their 
reasons.

DPR is supposed to monitor the ac­
tivities of oil companies. According to 
PENGASSAN, if there was an automon- 
ous Petroleum Commission in.place.it . 
would have been very difficult for ttye ; 
oil companies to retrench indiscrimf- 
nately as they are currently doing.

And in observers’ view, DPR, as it is 
presently constituted is a lame duck 
which can hardly disturb the oil com­
panies from doing whatever catches 
their fancy. In 1988 when the depart­
ment was transferred from NNPC there 
were about 1000 staffers on its (DPR) 
pay roll, today they are a little over 700.

Yet, oil marketers are increasing by the 
day. Ditto depots, oil-wells and oil outlets. 
By 1991 it was 5,280. More have sprang ‘ 
up. The quality of crude refined in 1988 
stood at 9737298 metric tons. Out of 29 1 
depots in the country only 18 are man­
ned by DPR while the remaining 21 are 
left unmanned because of the im­
portance of the functions of DRP, it is 
supposed to have offices in all the 
states of the federation. At the moment, 
it has offices in only 17 states.

As at the moment, operational equip­
ment including safety wears are virtu- ----------------------J
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in.place.it
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mockA coffin...PENGASSAN pronounced DPR dead

PENGASSAN has given its blessings to

PENGASSAN

And

A
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id to be loading 
itof-astrike.it will not

It is in the light of the foregoing that 
PENGASSAN wrote a memo to both 
Babangida and Chu Okongwu the then

day- 
»uld 
luc-

TSM has it on good record that Chu 
Okongwu was in favour of PIC and ac­
tually recommended its implementa­
tion to the presidency- before quiting 
office last December.

Now PENGASSAN. DPR branch, with ac­
tive support of the national secretariat 
has resolved for a showdown if by Feb- 

uy 26 (last Friday), nothing favoura- 
is heard from the government on 

PIC. In a memo titled ULTIMATUM sent 
to DPR Director 5th February. PEN­
GASSAN DPR branch noted: "The en-

vicing is impossible and when the me 
ters are serviced then the valves are 
weak they pump out more crude.

Should 

nationwide make good its threat and 
go on strike, the nation will be in for a 
major crisis. The action simply put. will 
paralyse the nation’s economic ac 
tivities. This, for many reasons.

First. U:--------?./. ------- -------------

the expiration of this ul­
timatum."

-  w lo ae. ESM was informed dunng last week 
velopments in the oil industry as they that the central working committee ol 
crop up. FZrX.’.CC-*-’ £•••*" tn

Because of all these, the nation may DPR’s intended action and has also re- 
have been losing millions of dollars solved to support DPR. 
without knowing it An apt example, ac­
cording to Arthur Onovioron. the chairman 

of PENGASSAN DPR. Lagos chap­
ter. is the crude oil export "As at the 
moment, he said." we cannot say how- 
much crude we export" This is be­
cause DPR staffers cannot monitor the 
oil companies meters effectively owing 
to non-availability of required tools. 
When meters are not monitored its ser-

ally not available to DPR staffers. In 
most cases DPR has had to depend on 
oil companies it is supposed to super­
vise for these essential equipment

Under the ministry, training opera 
tional staff has become a rarity-. Civil 
service bureaucratic bottlenecks 
have also made it impossible for the 
staffers to act swiftly: to react to de

bol of patrotism and therefore for isic) 
the interest of peace and harmony in 
the entire oil industry, we urge that 
this demand be met within the stipu­
lated period as the Association shall 
not guarantee the reactions of its mem 
bers at t* »»,.-c ,,i.

Petroleum Resources Minister, some 
time last year to expedite action on the 
Petroleum Inspectorate Commission.

fuel scarcity, or rather non 
availability will rear its head once 
again. Without DRP staffers' approval, 
oil tankers cannot load petroleum 
products from the depot In fact it will 
be impossible for refineries to take de­
livery- of crude oil for processing. The 
possibility of fuel scarcity at this deli­
cate period, in experts opinion, may- 
lead to untowards action from over 
SAPped Nigerians.

k io ..ct cr.ty »>^t
not have fuel. The aviation in­
will be directly affected. And 

NEPA with 
have to Cw..i 
gas

it is not only motorists that 
u-ould not have fuel. The aviation in­
dustry will be directly affected. And 

its litany- of woes would 
 contain with non availability of 

gas for its plant
In monetary- terms, the immediate 

loss will be collosal to the federal gov­
ernment The implication of a PENGAS­
SAN strike is that the government 
would have to pay heavy demurrage for 
vessels that will not be able to load 
crude oil and petroleum products.

For a vessel of 950.000 barrels capac­
ity. the government would pay daily 
SI85.000 as demurrage. There are 

— ..  seven terminals in the country. And all
during five years of our members of the the seven are supposed to be loading 
groping for their identity is enough a sy-m daily. In the event of*a strike, it will not

be possible. And government 
have to pay demurrage to vessels «» 
the terminals. Vessels that are hi re 
load petroleum products will also cia 
demurrage.

What's more the oil producing <<’ 
panics will not be able to produce 
plying that the over two MBD produce 
will not be possible.

The government, to cap it al) will pa. 
the oil companies for the loses they *1 
incur while the strike action lasts.

It is not only that the the governtnen 
would pay heavily- but it will lose heav 
ily too. With a PENGASSAN strike ac­
tion. the government will not be ab e 
to push into the market the 1.78 mi 
lion barrels OPEC daily quota. A 
roughly $17 per barrel, the loss would 
run into millions of dollars per 
While it lasts, the government wot 
have lost its quota to other oil prodi 
ing countries who would make quick 
money- out of the nation’s woes. This 
will have an adverse effect on tfie eco­
nomy.

On the whole, billions of Naira v 
have been lost as the action aid 
paralyse the nation's economi' afe.

It is to avert this that well meaning 
Nigerians want government to go into 
negotiation with PENGASSAN inr 
mediately. And government 7.SM learnt, 
has started doing this. Before press 
time. Federal Ministry- of Employment 
and Labour officials were still holding 
dialogue with PENGASSAN officials but 
there was no truce before press time.

Further. TSM learnt from a reliable 
source at the Federal Ministry- of Pet­
roleum Resources that government 
may have decided to grant DPR the 
much sought autonomy. An official 
swore that a decree u-ould soon be 
promulgated to that effect

The expectation is that the govern­
ment will rise fast and save the situa­
tion from degenerating into unpleasant 
development This is one strike the na- 
tion can do without at this critical 
period in its history.

astrike.it
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active and successful men and women are 
savouring the real coffee taste... the distinct 
international quality blend... the uniquely 
satisfying richness of Nescafe...

ji

In Cities the world over...

Welcome to the Nescafe World

Give yourself a LIFT... Nescafe
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r jf ‘ebody says ‘my ambit KfpCOPAN in the waters o, 
to do that, you have ti 

through my area. And I ain’\ 
gonna let you.”
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