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victed armed robbers:
Shehu, 24, and Garba Dan-
dare, 35 are to have their
nght hands and left feet
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From Sani Umar, in Sokoto
with Agency Reports

Hilin Sokoto sentenced them
on Tuesday for their
involvement in an armed
robbery operation in October
at the house of one Alhaji
Sakaba Bamaiyi, where the
stole _electronics wort
N 103,000 and N80,000 cash.
The duo did not, however,
Kill their victims.

They were also said to
have stolen the beret, belt
and bicycle of a policeman
who was on duty at the
residence of the Assistant
Inspector-General of Police.

Prosecuting ~ Police
Officer (PPO), Na’Alla Ajibo,
told the court _that the

Sercil

zSanl Babadoko,
olitical Editor

is to compile a fresh votdpglay at the INEC headquar-
register in February next ydars In Abuja.

ources at  the
commission’s headquarters
in Abuda told Daily Trust
yesterday ~ that  the
commission will briefleaders
of the three refqllstered
political parties on the details
of the preparations for the
exercise when they meet

2 Klled 1 3l-Oaeda,
PaL?stana| Clash

fierce gun battle
between Pakistani
soldiers and

as left at least six men

on each side.

The Pakistani authorities
said the clash happened
when several dozens of al-
Qaeda prisoners were being
transported in a convoy of
buses to aPrlson in Peshawar,
the capital of the North West
Frontier Province.

In the ensuing struggle,
more than 30 prisoners man-
aged to escaPe and Pakistani
forces have launched a huge

for
Contd. on Pg2

ﬁrlsoners from Afghanﬁg
{

Ahead of today’s
meeting, the commission had
met with it state
Administrative Secretaries
on Tuesday and the state
Resident Electoral
Commissioners (RECS)
yesterday.

hoth meetmg
pre5|ded over by the INEC

Chairman,  Dr. Abel

Goubadia, the Secretaries

and the RECs were briefed on

the preparations for the
eXercise.

At yesterday’s meeting,
ommission briefed the
shon the nefw rElehctoral

CL. e COpieR g G S

Dr. Abel Goubadia
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Works ministry
headquarters to
be demolished
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and other weapons, broke
into the house of Bamaiyi, in1
Pohce uniforms and perpe-
rated the heinous crime.
The victim, Bamaiyi,

informed the court that he
challenged the robbers in a
“battle” for about an hour
during which one ofthem got
injured.

Dr. Jidana Singh, medical
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doctor, told the court that he
treated one of the convicts.

The convicted armed
robbers pleaded guilty and
said they would not appeal
against the Judgement

The presiding éudge
Alhaji ~ Bello ~ Sahabi
Tambuwal, had earlier told
them that thely had one
month to appeal against the

4i Or B fetohemmui Rood,

Oﬂ State Rood « %SototoltewJ

1422 AH.
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Complete therapy will not cost more than NSO.000
We wll toon earn your confidence (Intha Allah)

judgment.
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accosted them for an
interview shortly after, the
two, showing some remorse,
lamented their fate, saying
they were destined to suffer
the punishment as it was their
first operation in the
underworld business.

They attributed the

incessant cases of robbery in
the state and the country in
general to uneven distri-
ution ofwealth and unemp-
loyment among the youth.
Messrs Sani and Garba
will go in history as the first
to be found guilty of armed
robbery bY a Sharia court
since its full implementation
in some northern states.

mm

Former President, [brahim Baban ida (2nd left) flanked by the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) National Chairman,

hief Audu g beh t
jo-haackm@%

he Conference o
Speakers of State
Legislatures in the
country could not

yesterday because of la

quorum.

The Speakers convened
the meeting to harmonise
their positions and take a
common stand on the
controversial Electoral Act.

Only e|%ht of the 36
speakers ofthe State Houses
of Assembly were at the
Nigerlink Hotel, Abuja,
venue of the meetmg -A
quorum ofthe 36 speakers is
putat 12.

The meeting scheduled
for Ip.m could not kick offup
to 8p.m because of poor
attendance.

All" Speakers of the

reme rlght Barrlster Lalla Buhag

(ortm st

By Jibril Daudu

Alliance for Democracty g
controlled states o

Eﬁg&n Osun, Ondo, Lagos
atthevenuewhneonly

three Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) states of Niger,
Plateau and Edo were
present.

While a source at the
meeting could not explam the
absence ofAll People’s Party
(APP) speakers, he said the
PDP speakers might have
stayed away from the
meeting as a mark of loyalty
to their party.

“The PDP may have
broken the ranks of the
speakers and their absence
here may be because they do
not want to go against their
party,” he alleged.

s et

Asked whether PDP
supports the controversial
Electoral Act, he explained
that as a partY in power, it
would naturally endorse the
decision of the government.

Meanwhile, the PDP asa
party s expected to
announce its position on the
Electoral Act in a press
conference in Abuja today.
The newly elected Audu
Ogbeh-led executive of the
party will attend the occasion.

Also, the eight speakers
led by the Speaker of the
Lagos House of Assembly,
Dr. Olorunnimbe Adeleke,
said they would address the
press today to state their
position on Act, particularly
on  the contentious
provisions of Section 80(1)

Hassan

and the extension oftheg

ure of local government

councils.
The new electoral law has
enerated a lot of furore in
the past few weeks. Various
interest grouEs across the
country have kicked against
Contd. on Pg 2

Alhaji GhaliNa'Abba
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AirportBi

he Federat Governmen
\]_Eas awarded a N19.12
illion con-tract for the
expansion of the Nnamdi

Azikiwe Intema-tional Airport,
Abuja, preparatory to the 2003

aldI0n

By Reuben Yunana

All Africa games to be hosted
by Nigeria.

The contract, which has
been awarded to Julius Bergfer

20 injured in PDP fracas

o fewer than 20 people
were seriously injured
yesterday, following the

eruptionofviolence at the i
guration of the executive offhg 5

Gov. Segun Osoba

Speakers

the 'law describing it as a
piece ofbad legislation.

A section of the House
of Representatives Tuesday
gave President Olusegun
Obasanjo an ultimatum to
withdraw his assent on the
bill else they would do no
other job when they
reconvene on January 22
next year.

They urged President
Obasanjo to withdraw his
assent to pave way for
amendments to be carried out
inthe bill, including
expunging the controversial
clauses.

them.

The men were captured
on Tuesday, while trying to
cross into Pakistan from
Afghanistan.

Pakistani officials said
prisoners in one of the buses
attacked the driver and
snatched weapons from the
security guards.

In the confusion that
followed, the vehicle
“overturned and some of the

aptives fled.

Six al-Qaeda men,

Sieved to be foreign
hters, and six Pakistani
arity officials were among
sekilled.

The border incident
. Pppened near the town of
; adda in the semi-

" utonomous Kurram tribal
agency, about 300 kilometres
west of Peshawar.
3> The BBC’s Farhan
Bokhari, reporting from

‘ En&,re"said ILwas the

Jodiest* cla” between

|Pakistani

| From Olumide Bajulaiye |
PeoBIes Demaocratic Party
.rgPD LmOgun State.

4U-The inauguration which was
t the party’s secretariat,
Obantoko, Abeokuta, was
marred by intra-party violence
inwhich dangerous weapons like
guns and charms were used.

Trouble allegedly started
when a rival faction from the
Sagamu Local Government Area
of the state stormed the secre-
tariat.

Investigations by our corre-
spondent revealed that the po-
larisation was the making ofthe
two leading contending gover-
norship aspirants (names with-
held) from Remo Senatorial Con-
stituency, who are determined
to instal their candidates as PDP
chairman inthe council area.

Contdfrom Pg 1
President, Chief Anyim Pius
Anyim has maintained that
irrespective  of  the
widespread criticisms that
have continued to trail the
Act, the Senate stands by its
decision.

“We have done our best
and we stand by our
decision,” he said while
fielding questions from
seniorjournalists at a Senate
Media round-table Tuesday.

He said the Senate had
thoroughly followed the
procedure and observed the
process before it arrived at
the clean copy of the
Electoral Act.

Howevey, the Senate
Al'éae a Contdfrom Pg |

al-Qaeda members since the
US-led campaign against
Osama bin Laden and his
followers began.

He said 1t is a powerful
reminder for Pakistan that the
country remains at the centre
of the war in Afghanistan
even though the Taliban
regime has been demolished.

Hundreds of al-Qaeda
fighters are believed to have
crossed into Pakistan after
their camps and hideouts in
the Tora Bora region of the
White Mountain range came
under heavy attacks from US
hombing raids and ground
attacks by Afghan forces.

Afghan militia took Tora
Bora last weekend.

The Pakistani authorities
have stepped up helicopter
and foot patrols in the border
areas, but the tribal zones,
known as.agencies, are

~govenronenthaso nly4hii.ted

1 twthoridyvdl/er tteireporoVit
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Jigeria Rie, is billed for comple-
tion in 99 weeks, according to
Information and National Ori-
entation Minister, Professor
Jerry Gana.

Briefing State House
correspondents after
yesterday’s Federal Executive
Council (FEC) meeting,
Professor Gana said the council
approved the contract based on
the inadequacy of the airport to
cope with the expected influx of
airtravellers during the games.

He said under the contract,
the airport, which has only one
terminal building, will have two
additional ones constructed.

Four hangars are to be added
to the existing two at the airport
and the parking lot, which
currently has about 280 cars
capacity, would also be
expanded to accommodate up to

500 cars.

ProfessorJerri Klnt C

distributed to the resident
commissioners.

The commission also
briefed its state officials on
preparations  for the
registration of voters,
implementation of the 2001
budget as it affects the
commission, allegation of
creation of wards by State
Independent  Electoral
Commissions (SIECs) and
progress on construction of
state INEC offices.

The commission had
budgeted N7.3 billion for the
registration of voters, which
was put on hold because of
the delay in the passage of
the Electoral Bill which was
submitted to the National
Assembly since April this
year.

INEC had also passed a
request for N26.4 billion to
the National Assembly
through the Ministry of
Finance for the 2003 election
activities,, including the
registration of voters.

Daily Trust gathered that
INEC had to make the special
request because only the
sum of N3 billion was
provided for the commission
|n”the 2002 Appropriation
Bill

Inthe request, INEC had
estimated that apart from the

e R

Vice-President Atiku Abubakur (1) discussin?
Mustapha (r) during the turbanding ofthe Ka

T\Te Lamida$ palace... Nl
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ondaya Pix: Kennedy, Egbonodje

with the Lamido of Adantawa, Dr. Aliyu
ukan Adafnawa,Alhaji Umaru Hammajan,

gerian pilgrims stranded in Jeddan

etween 1,100  and
1,500 African
pilgrims, including

an undisclosed numbe
Nigerians, are report

stranded ~ at  Jeddah
International Airport, Saudi
Arabia. _

The pilgrims, who are in
the holy land for Umrah (the
Muslim lesser hajj), were
believed to have been short-
chan?ed_by airline operators
and their "collaborators in
Saudi Arabia. _

A British Broadcastln%
Corporation (BBC) repor

Contdfrom Pg |
billion for monitoring the
activities of the new political
associations seeking
registration as political
parties.

This development may
also affect the arrangements
by some states to conduct
local government elections
in April next year as the
SIECs are to use the voter’s
register to be competed by
INEC.

The commission, it was
gathered, may advise SIECs
not to embark on fresh
delineation of wards as that
Is the prerogative of INEC.

At today’s meeting, the
commission is expected to
emphasise to the leaders of
the thfee political parties
(AD, APP and PDP) that its
duty is to implement the
Electoral Act and not debate
its contents.

INEC Spokesman, Mr.
Segun Adeogun, had told
Daily Trust last week that the
commission could not be
dragged into the current
controversy over the law
because, “ours is only to
implement the relevant
portions of the constitution
or the act of the National

1 hold opinion on the contents
of the law itself,” he said.

From Bamgboye Adelanwa,

in Lagos
m Fitored_ in Lagos
erday indicated that

rian pilgrims, who were
expected in the country last
week, could not arrive
because their bookings were
cancelled at the last minute.

|twas gathered that even
though most of these
F_I|El’lm5 paid for their return
ickets before Jettmg out of
the country, it was

discovered that their reserva-
tions were allocated to other
?llgnms who had not booked
or space, but who were pre-
;r)ared to pay much higher
ares. o
Most of the pilgrims
spoken  to  expressed
disappointment with the
conduct ofthe airline officials
and their Saudi
collaborators. o
Other African pilgrims
affected include those from

Niger 'c? to sign” debt
reschecul

|

nlgena is to sign a
bilateral  debt-
arescheduling
agreement with Germany,
Austria and Switzerland, the
Information and National
Orientation Minister, Prof.
Jerry Gana, has said.

Briefing State House
correspondents yesterday
after the Federal Executive
Council (FEC) meeting,
Professor Gana said under
the agreement, Nigeria’s debt
stock with Germany, which is
about $2.4 billion would be
due for repayment between
18 to 20 years with a
moratorium of three years at
an interest rate of 5.6 per
cent,

Nigeria’s debt stock with
Austria, which is $316 million,
is due for repayment in 18
years with three years
moratarium and attracting a
fixed 5.3 per cent interest.

The $122.2 million deht
owed the Swiss government
will now be repaid in 18 years
with a three-year grace
period. The debt will attract
afixed rate ofN4.7 per cent.

Gana said the successful

renet ptizgn ;i of

g agreement

By Reuben Yunana

“normal trade relations” with
these countries.

“As of now, the trade
relations we have with these
countries are on cash and
carry basis. This does not
give us a breathing space.

“With this kind of
agreement in place, trade
credits can be given for
whatever Nigerians want to
import while they are given
enough time to move the
money there,” Prof Gana
said.

“As at now most of our
people who import have to
deposit the money upfront
before the goods arrive in
Nigeria,” the minister added.

Professor Gana further
disclosed  that  the
government is in the process
ofsigning a similar agreement
with other countries with a
view to restoring normal trace
relations, trade credit and
easing the pressure on
foreign exchange and cash
position of the country.

Already, he said, relevant
documents on the agreement
have already been vetted by

sthe attorney-general of the

federation preparatory to thl
formal signing by the financl

country at a plosition of j Tanmissfat.

mOiWwv.n .n t>.w
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Prof. Elaigwy advocates
o-J/éar tenure for polrticans

he President of the

T Institute of
Governance and

Social Research (IGSR),
Professor Isawa Elaigwu,
has advocated a one-term of
five years each to all elected
positions in the country.
Professor Elaigwu, who
spoke at the institute’s
annual distinguished lecture
held at Hill Station Hotel,
Jos, explained that the
arrangem

H IS Eminence, the

Sultan of Sokoto,

A1
waded into the crisis
bedevilling the Edo_State
chapter of the N|qer|_a
Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs which led to the
emer?_ence of a parallel
executive of the body in the
state, _

Daily Trust reliably
gathered that the Sultan, who
is also the National President
of the council, has set up a
five-man committee under
the chairmanship of His
Royal H|Hh_n_ess, the Emirof
[lorin, Al aJ|| Sulu Gambari,
to reconcile the Muslim
Ummah in the state.

Confirming the story to
Daily Trust in"an exclusive
telephone interview, the vice
president of the council in
charge of the zone and Oba
of Agbede, His Royal
Highness, Alhaji W.0.
Momodu, said” it was
“unfortunate that instead of
un|t|n% for the cause of
Islam, Drothers are fighting
brothers over Power.”

When contacted, one of
the chairmen, Alhaji Jimoh
E. Abubakar, said his
executive was elected after
the muslim community in the
state passed a vote of no-
confidence on the Alhaji
Abuda-led executive,

He vo\ded to resist any
attempt to _dissolve his
executive mid-way into its
tenure, saying that'the emir

TONSCIA crisi:
all Wades In

a j |
Muhammadu IJ/_Ia_ccidotAehas should stop the Alhaji

From Buhari Bello, in Jos

Peru and would check the
recycling of redundant
politicians.

He described Nigerian
politicians as “political
contractors” who are
obsessed with personal
aggrandisement at the
expense of the nation and
called on the judiciary to
check some of their excesses.
annual

j From Shehu Abubakar. in Benin ClIyJ

of Horin’s reconciliation

buda’s faction from
operating as it is “legal.”

_Alhaji Abubakar, who
still represents the NSCIA
state chapter at official
functions of the national
body, is believed to be
enjoying the supBort of the
Hausa and Yoruba muslim
communities in the state.

Thougih Alhaji Abuda

could not be-reached for
comments, a  strong
suRpprter of his faction
Alhaj Umar Ehima, told
Daily Trust that the former
“is the authentic chairman of
NSCIA in the state.”

~Commenting on the
crisis, the Chief Whip of the
Edo State House of
Assembly, Hon. Lugman
Muhammad, expressed the
optimism that the Emir of
lorin’s team would be able
to find an amicable solution
to the leadership tussle.

distinguished lecture was
aimed at educating the
public towards a responsible
exercise of their civil duties,
with aview to strengthening
democratic governance.

Jolly Nyame of Taraba State.

fsina subsiclises hay) fares

he Katsina State
Government  has

| subsidised hajj fares
for |ntend|ngOp|I rims in the
state by N20,00 H]ust as it
has extended by three days
the closmg2 date for the
payment 02002 hajj fares.

Governor Umar Musa
Yar’Adua, who disclosed
this when members of the
Katsina Islamic  Trust
Committee, who were on
their way to Sudan for a 10-
day workshop/seminar, paid
him a farewell visit, said
government’s decision to
subsidise the fares was
informed b¥ adesire to make
things hasty for intending
pilgrims, _

Hk expressed his
?overnment’s_determlnatmn
0 ensure a hitch-free 2002
hatjj operation for all
infending pilgrims from the
state as part of its efforts to
ensure the comfort and
safety of its citizens
wherever they maybe.

By this development, the
new fares for mtendmg
Pllgnms in the state are
herefore N 199,742.20
minimum  fare) and

257,242.20 (maximum
fare) instead 0fN219,742.20
and  N277,242.20
respectlveI% as initially
announced by the federal
government.

IBB meets PDF

ormer  Military
President, General
Ibrahim Babangida,
yesterday met the national
chairman of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
Chief Audu Ogbeh, and
assured him of his support.

The two met in Minna,
Niger State capital, when
ChiefOgbeh paid acourtesy
call on the former president
at his residence.

General  Babangida
assured Chief Ogbeh that he
was always willing to offer
useful advice when sought
upon.

He said the growth of
democratic institutions, such
as political parties, in
Nigeria remains the most
viable weapon of advancing
democracy in the country.

From Kashim Sule, in Minna

The former president
maintained that the days of
military dictatorship is long
gone, warning that the army
must stay away from
governance.

“I am saying (now) as |
said in 1989 that military
government is no longer
fashionable,” he said.

General Babangida,
however, called on the PDP
leaders to provide good
leadership and work hard to
strengthen their party.

Earlier, Chief Ogbeh had
told the former president
that the party had noted his
contributions and would
continue to consult him to
benefit from his wealth of
experience.

| From Abdu Labaran, in Katsina

Similarly, the new
closing date for the
completion of paymeni of
hajj fares is now 24th
December, instead of
Wednesday 19th December,
2001 as initially announced.

Governor Yar’Adua also
used the occasion to
commend the federal
government for peg%mg the
exchange rate at N 115 fo $1
for mtendln? pilgrims in the
country instead of leavin
them at the expense o
market forces. _

The Katsina State chief
executive also announced
that the Ministry of
Religious Affairs would soon
be established in Katsina
State so as to oversee the
effective implementation of
the Islamic legal system.

Lago

agos State Governor,

Senator Ahmed Bola

Tinubu, yesterday
presented a bu_dFet proposal
0of N52.868 bilfion for the
2002 fiscal year to the Lagos
State Housé of Assembly:

Ahmed Tinubu ofLagos State.
. The budget tagged
Bud?_et _0f° Pragmatic
Consolidation™ has N'34.866
billion  for  recurrent
exPendlture and N 18.002
billion. ~ for  capital
expenditure, representing 7.5
per cent increase over-last
year's N48.915 billion.

Of_tthe tlelta5|0 ca;l)lltal
expenditure, million
wa% al?oc_at_ed to%ealth while
N 1.84 billion was allocated
to education..

The Mipistry of Works
and the_Public Works Bureau
(rl\lot a joint allocation of

4,90 billion, while N1.0
billion has been earmarked
for the computerisation of

ragedy” befell two

families  during

sallah festivities
when three girls drowned in
apond in Gindin Rimi area
of Jalingo.

_ The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reP_orts that
two ofthe girls, Nafisatu and
Hauwa, a(ied eight and five
respectively, were daughters
of a businessman, while
Firdausi, 10, was their
neighbour.

Sources close to the
families told NAN that the
glrls went missing on

aturday but their corpses
were discovered on Sunday
when some brick moulders
showed up for business near
the pond.

ne of the moulders,
Malam Idi Saleh, told NAN
that he and his colleaques
were apprehensive when
they saw the dresses of the
three girls at the bank of the
pond. “Then we saw their
corpses floating in the pond
and immediately alerted a

reegirlsdrown InJalingo

police inspector in the area
who told us to pull out the
bodies,” he said. He added
that the bodies were exposed
for a while to enable
members of the public to
identify them, and that a lady
who identified them burst
into tears and ran off to
inform the parents,

NAN gathered that the
mother of the two, who had
earlier embarked on a
desperate search for her
children, collapsed when she
learnt of the incident.

When NAN visited the
house of the deceased, the
%rlevmg mother said her

aughters left the house

along with their friend
without her knowledge,
while their father had
travelled.

She said that when she
discovered that the children
had not returned, she went in
search of them and even

laced an announcement on
adio Taraba.

FG releases N800m for dam project

r™ihe Federal

Government  has

provided N800
million for the comBIetion of
the abandoned Sabke Dam
in  Katsina State, the
Governor, Alhaji Umari®
Musa Yar'’Adua, has
announced.

roposes N52.8680n
doet for 2002

From Abdulfattai Olajidc, ill Lagos

the state civil service.

The funding of major
multi-lateral and bi-lateral
&rogects_ will account for

780 million of the capital
expenditure. .

In the environmental
sector, the Lands Bureau and
the New Towns
Development Authority
SNTDA ot a ﬁo_lnt

Ilocation ofN 1.250 billion,
while the Larg;os State Waste
Management — Agency
LAWMA) and the” state
water corporation got the
sums of N650 million and
N700 million respectively.

On . recurrgnt
expenditure, the state has
voted N 16.269 billion for
salaries, allowances,
retirement benefits and the
take-off grant _of the
%rogosed State Pensions

ru At Fung_(PTtF).G

. According to Governor
Tinubu t_hegbulk of the
N'18.597 billion set aside for
overhead cost In 2002.1s
targeted at servicing major
essential services ificluding
refuse. . clearl_ng,
administration of justice,
debt %ervmm  etc.

The estinfated ordinary
revenue profile of the séate,
the govern?r exglame 1S
N41,368 bi Ilon omprlsmg
on Internall g?nerate
Bevenueestm te N%9.368

llion and N 12.00 billion
expected statutory allocation
from the Federation
Account.

—

The governor disclosed
this yesterday when the Emir
of Daura, Alhaji (Dr)
Muhammad Bashar, and his
entourage paid him sallah
homage at Government
House, Katsina.

Governor Yar'Adua also
disclosed  that  the
consultants and contractors
handling the project have
promised to complete the
work on schedule and are
mobilising  staff and
equipment to the site for the
commencement of work.

He also promised to
continue mounting pressure
on the Federal Government
to complete the Zobe dam,
another Federal Government
project in the early 80s.

Speaking earlier, the
Emir of Daura, who was
represented by  the
Galadiman Daura, Alhaji
Ahmadu Ahmadu, lauded
Governor  Yar’Adua’s
administration for its
various people-oriented
programmes.

He particularly
commended the governor’s
"honesty, transparency and
purposefulness,” asserting
that "the governor has given
a new sense of direction in
the governance of the state.

The Emir assured the
governor that the Daura
Emirate Council would
continue to support and
mobilise the people to
support and cooperate with
the government "so that it
can serve the people better."

It would be recalled that
the multi billion naira Sabke
Dam was started by the now
defunct Petroleum (Special)
Trust Fund (PTFg but
abandoned when Obasanjo
became president.
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senate In tNﬁWe”past one year

wo-and-a-halfyears
after its inception,
the Senate has

one bill and had another
withdrawn by its sponsor
while the remaining were

passed only 27 ofthe o\adr various stages of

154 bills presented to it.

_ Followlng ts
inauguration by President
Olusegun QObasanjo on
June 4, 1999. the Senate
was engulfed in series of
crises, leading to the
removal of its first and
second presidents, Chief
Evan Enwerem and Dr.
Chuba  "Okadigho,
respectively.

The crises, which led to
Enwerem’s and
Okadigho’s impeachments
for alleged incompetence
and mismanagement of
funds respectively, were
said to have confributed
greatly to perceived non-
performance of the upper
chamber at its early stage.

However, after several
unsuccessful attempts to
unseat the incumbent
Senate President, Chief
Anyim Pius Anyim, the
upper chamber resolved to
Fay_mor_e attention to its
egislative functions,
resulting in_an
improvement in its
performance in the last six
months. ,
~ While only 13 bills,
mcludmg six on the 2000
and 2001 appropriations
and four supplementary
appropriations, were
passed between June 1999
and June 2001, 14 bills,
including two
supplementary had been
passed within the last six
months. o

A document containing
the number and status of
bills before the senate
showed that the upper
house had rejected only

ChiefAnyim Pius Anyim.

deliberation and passage.

Sixty-nine bills were
read for the first time
during the year, 28 passed
the second readm% and 14
were passed while 45
motions were endorsed
within the same period.

The seven bills passed
hetween June 1999 and
June 2001 included those
on the Anti-Corruption
Commission. Niger-Delta
Development Commission
NDD 2 the National

rder ot Precedence, the
Police Affairs Service
Commission, an Act to
amend the national
minimum wage and the
National Examination
Council, _

Similarly," the bills
passed by the lawmakers
In the last six months
related to an Act to
estahlish the Federal Road
Maintenance Agencz, an
Act to amend the Ports
Decree Number 12 of
1996, the Electoral Bill and
an Act to amend the
remuneration of former
presidents and heads of
state. _

Others include Small
and Medium Industries
Development Agency, an
Act toprovide the statutory
allocation of public
revenue to  local
?overnm_entcounmls in the
ederation and an Act
establishing the National
Examination Council
(NECO).

The remaining draft
laws include an Act to
amend the provisions of
the Federal Character

President Olusegun Obasanjo.

Commission, an Act to
prohibit and punish
unconstitutional take-over
of government, service in
unconstitutional
government and other
ancnlarK matters, and an

Act prohibiting the use of
sirens ~ on  federal
highways.

To ensure improved
ﬁerformance, the_upper
ouse adopted a legislative
calendar to enable it
accomplish its work within
each legislative session, to
enable members know
ahead of time what was
expected of them and the
period set out for it.

The Calabar retreat
held early in the year, the
nomination and
inauguration of members
of the National Assembly
Service Commission, and
the adoption of a new
accounting system were
some of the measures
taken by the house to
enhance its performance.

It had also
strengthened Its
committee system to make
it more productive and
responsive, by increasing
the number of committee
from 53 to 63.

This is not to say that
the Senate had it so good
all the )f/ear, as the
purchase of 1,245 vehicles
Including 110 units 0f406
Peugeot Prestige cars, 18
units of 607 Peugeot cars,
three units of 504 Peugeot
station wagons and units
of 504 Peugeot SR
Bestline, one Lexus jeep,
one Toyota jeep, one
Mercedes 320 E-class
2000 series and a Toyota
coaster bus, had led to
another — controversy
within the chamber.

The Senate President

would have been removed
if not for the timely
intervention of the
executive arm  of
government as some
members of the house had
already commenced the
mobilisation of their
colleagues for a probe of
the purchase of the
vehicles. _
One of the major
landmarks of the upper
chamber within the year
was its decision to embark
on intensive oversight
functions, to verify the
performance of  the
executive arm in terms of
project execution and
release of funds to
ministries and parastatals.
The senators’ action,
according to their leaders,
was intended to convince
Nigerians that “we are not
in "the pockets of the
president, We are
representing the people
and we are committed to
providing them with
democracy dividends.”

At the end of the three-
week probe of the
executive, the senior
lawmakers concluded that
“due process,” which was
introduced by the present
administration to ensure
discipling in public service,
was not being followed by
implementers.

“They fumed over the
failure of the regime to
implement the roads,
water and rural e_Iectnmtg
pr_O{_ects for which N50
million was aé)proved_m
each of the 109 senatorial
districts in the country.

The-senators further
frowned  at the
discriminatoiy release of
funds for the execution of
peoEIe-onented ﬁrOJec_ts,
on the argument that while

N31.4 billion or 101 per
cent of the allocation to
Defence Ministry this
K}ear was released, only
10 billion was given to
the a%rlcultural sector.
~The heat from the
implementation 0fthe2001
budget recently dovetailed
into the proposal by
Obasanjo to secure
legislative approval to
spend more than N780
billion during the next fiscal
season. o

Finance  Minister,
Adamu Ciroma, was
summoned to the upper
chamber  on  four
occasions to justify the
continued support of the
lawmakers on financi'al
matters ~ when  the
executive wa_s_alle%ed to
be applying military tactics
in project decisions and
release of funds.
~ The lawmakers also
intervened on several
national issues, especially
by paymg SJmpat y Visits
to troubled parts of the
country arising from
religious, ethnic and other
soclal outbursts that led to
massive loss of lives and
proprerty.

he recent spate of
clashes included those in
Kaduna ,  Kano,
Nasarawa, Benue,
Taraba, Sagamu, Lagos,
Jos and their riverine
areas, when Nigerians
took up arms against their
fellow countrymen.

A special committee
headed by former Senate
President, Dr. Chuba
Okadigbo, was constituted
to look into the immediate
and remote causes of the
conflicts, with a view to
preventing similar carnage

Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu

in future. _
In terms of ethics, the
lawmakers need to

improve on their image,
particularly on issues
relating " to  their
responsibilities as
representatives of the
electorate.

It is unfortunate that
the code of ethics
developed by the Senate
Committee on Ethics, in
collaboration  with
Transparency in Nigeria
(TIN), is yet to be given
any teeth to hite, in spite
ofavoidable embarrassing
behaviour by some
members.

One of the tasks ahead
of the senators in the new
year, however, is their
capacity to ensure the
implementation of their
constituency projects,
since the Yyear 2002
remains critical to the
Folmcal fortunes of all
awmakers seeking re-
election dur!n% the next
general polls in the counry.

Indeed, most of them
had confessed that the era
of “learning Rrocess” had
Passed, which shows that
he people are set to attract
more R0_5|t|ve legislation
from their representatives
especially since many of
them undertook exposure
tours(of some advanced
democracies.

In addition, the
National  Assembly
regained its membership of
such  international
legislative bodies as the
Int_er-ParllamentarK
Union, commonwealt
Parliamentary
Association, the Africa
Parliamentary Union and
the  Worl Female
Parliamentary Caucus,
among others.
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Does your GSM phone work in these areas in Abuja?
Area 1, Area 2, Area 3, Area 7, Area 8, Area 10, Area 11, Central District, Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4, YES NO

Zone 5, Zone 6, Wuse 2, Asokoro District, Maitama District, Apo, Garki Village Environs, Gwanrinpa District.

If you can't say yes to this question, then you are not on MTN, the only GSM network that covers all
the areas above in Abuja and makes you go when and where you want to go.
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Party supremacy IS Indisputanle

sa former information
officer ofthe National
Part
State, member National
Re£ubl|can Convention
(NRC) and founding member
of Peoples Democratic Party
EPDPz_m Lagos State Iwish to
eartily congratulate the
humble leader of the rulmg
PDP, Chief Audu Ogbe an
other executive members for
their success at the recently
concluded convention in
Abuja. _
The humble and Amiable
chairman, I am sure is a man
of integrity whoAcannot be
easily influenced by money, I
make holdto say, he is capable
of organising the party
successtully as well as helping
the party” to achieve its
laudable objectives,

_Chief Audu Ogbe, former
Minister of Communication is
no doubt an experienced
Fohtmlan who is still ready to
earn from others. He learnt so
much from President Shehu
Shagari, the vice president,
Chief Alex Ekwueme and
Chief Adisa Akinloye, the
national chairman. ~

Without d|(f1ressmtg S0
much from the focus of this
;rnece, itwill be pertinentto say
ew words about what
President Olusegun Obasanjo
said at the convention,
especially as it borders on
part]y supremacy, _

ake the case of President

By Joshua Ayodele

of Nigeria Shehu Shagari (1979 -1983)
in Ondo an iinstance.
(NP L Ondo and Hitiinst

, he team, as
mentioned above, worked
harmoniously for the success
of the party and the nation as
a whole. There is no
gamsayln% today, that the
party and the team have set a
precedent for well meanmg
would be leaders. The soli
foundation laid then gave birth
to what is known as PDP
today. Ethnic sentiments were
consigned to the dunghill.

On the issue of party
supremacy, there 1Is a
consensus 1n all democracies
the world over, that the party
has an  undisputable
supremacy over everyone.
Anyone atall, be it councillor
or whatever that has been so
elected in this present
dispensation ascended to such
enviable position through the
platform ofthe party.

Forgood administration, it
therefore behoves anyone that
has been so elected under a
?wen party to adhere strictly
0 the directives of the party.
That there are divisions In the
ranks and file of PDP today
could be traced to people
workmgi at cross-purposes.

Con rarz to this ?enerally
accepted Dbasis of5 party
supremacy,  President
Obasanjo said “party officials
need to be reminded that they
are not government officials,
appointed or otherwise. Party

officials are remunerated from
part}/ headquarters and they
must stay away from da}/ to
day executive decisions ofthe
government, once the party
manifesto remains the quide
for the president.” That this is
coming from the Pr_eadent IS
to say the least unfair.

A particular case that
readily comes to mind is that
of one Senator, Chief
Lawrence Agunbiade (alias
LACO) an honest party leader
In EKiti State that won its local
government and a senatorial

istrict for PDP - the only
senatorial district won by the
party in he South Western part
of the country. To date
nothing tangible could be said
to have been done to
compensate those faithful
Part?/ workers who delivered
he local government council
and that senatorial district to
the party. Again, the party is
yet to” do anything " to
encourage the man'to do more.

For the sake ofthe party’s
survival, it will not be out of
place to enjoin President
Obasanjo to give due
consideration to party loyalists

when it comes to
appointments into various
positions..

Chief Yekini Adeojo, a
POP gubernatorial candidate
was sidelined for others in O}{o
State. Human beings would
tend to stay in a place where
they hope to get rewards for
their work.

_ The onus is now on the
incumbent party chairman,
Chief Audu Ogbe, to reverse
those anomalies highlighted
above. There may be need to
also say that while the party
should” not close its door
against would be members, a
situation where people are
lobbied (or practically begged)
with appointments runs
contrary to fairness and
common sense.
_ Atthisjuncture also, there
IS need to state for pdsterity’s
sake that buying cars for local
government chairmen eis
totaIIY unacceptable. Efforts
Ehoud be made éq _sperlld
axpayers’ moneyjudiciously.

_pMyr F_’reside_r%/tJ | am alsyo
using this medium to appeal
toyou that there is need to call
to order Chief Olabode
George, PDP leader in South
West since it is obvious that
he knows nothing about
politics, Chief Bode George
should honourably steer clear
of Ekiti State. He should leave
the people of Ekiti State alone
and if he does not take note,
President Ohasanjo should be
happy that his party is rallying
round him because if I were
to be in his position, 1 will be
grateful when my people are
not far from me.

Long live PDP,

Long live Nigeria
Ayodele is of P. 0. Box
179, Akure, Ondo State.

Re: Impending tragedy for Kalu

By Emeka Oraetoka

A

fter a careful reading and analysis of Uba Maximus
write-up, of November 28th, in National Interest on
the above subject matter, 1am comﬁ _ _ (

rejoinder on it. Ordinarily, one would have ignored his out8tristnission.
as one of those pedestrian types

but for poor political reading

ofissues on ground and unnecessary name-dropﬂmg, character

assassination, records need to be placed in its rig

t perspective.

However, Uba acknowledgled that Governor Kalu’s
administration is the second people oriented government after
that of Dr. Michael Okpara, former Premier of the Eastern

fo

reﬂion. By this fact which is the hallmark of governance it
ows that should this people oriented Governor offers himself

elled to write @ intimidate Kalu and by extension beat the entire East into

You told us how Jim Nwobodo was routed out of power in
1983 by Federal forces, but you failed to tell us what hanened

after the ouster of Jim Nwobodo in the old Anambra Sta

e then.

Incase you are not aware, the large scale rigginﬁ and imposition

of unpogular candidate in Anambra an 01
y the then almighty NPN reﬁlme, lead to the militar

country

coup, just three months after 1983 e

other parts of the

ection. The fact is 200

will not be an exception if elections are rigged in any manner

for re-glection into this same office come 2003, the people of
Abia State will not hesitate to oblige him. The question here is
who will StOP him from seeking re-election In Abia State?
Considering the ?osmve impact of his administration on the
people of Abia State. When has it become an abomination in
African tradition to make peace with an enemy? Will PDP as a
party afford to lose Abia State just "because some appointed
i)_eople from Abia State at the Federal level in the party do not
ike Governor Kalu’s gut. Why are those so-called Abuja group
so afraid to offer themselves for elections in a free and
democratic manner in Abia State? Was there acongress election
in Abia State in the first place?

I Kalu’s traducers are to be believed, they should ask the
so-called Secretary General of PDP to go his ward in the state
and properly resigned his membership of APP after which he
will register with PDP and offer himself for election so as to
test his ﬁopul_ar_lty in PDP in a free and democratic atmosphere.
That is how it is done in a civilized somet¥ like ours,

~Uba Maximus should have known that the election of
Vincent Ogbulafor as the Secretary of PDP is one disaster too
many. No politician worth his salt will wait day longer in PDP
because of Ogbulafor’s |m1p03|_t|on on the party. Some who are
there now by the reason of their positions will soon bade PDP
farewell. It should be known to Uba that the emergence of
Vincent Ogbulafor as secretary of PDP is the real tragedy for
Federal forces and PDP in particular. Probably Uba is not aware
ofthe complex plot against the 1ho race just because Kalu calls
for I?bo_ president come 2003. The game plan is to change the
whole five Eastern State Chief executives with Ibo quisling in
Abuja and elsewhere. So it was not a surprise that delegates
from Imo, Anambra, Ebony where not allowed or recognised
b¥ Ogbemudia led NCPC or do we say that the chiefexecutives
0Tthose mentioned state have offended Obasanjo and so need
to be taught some political lessons. The whole idea is to

by PDP.

Y Uba, in case you are still leaving in the past, here is tip that
will bring ?/ou back to reality of ourtime. Itis on record that M
K O Abiola of the blessed memory, a Yoruba by tribe won a
free and fair election in 1993 and that election was cancelled
by the militar _reﬁ|me headed by a northerner, and Abiola
eventually died in the hand ofa northerner, the political equation
in ttrp]e clo%ntry today is no more skewed against the south - east
or the Igbos.

, .Ubagyou probably forgot that no transition from civilian to
civilian regime has ever succeeded in this country. The failure
of this experiment is because of large scalerigging and
imposition of unpopular candidates by the past reﬁ[mes. And if
such is tried this time the same fate will befall this regime. It
should be known to you that PDP can only replace Kalu in
Abia State based on free and fair election no more no less. Any
attempt to rl%or manipulate the election in Abia State in one
way or the other will simply be disastrous. _

Your submission that Obasanjo is unforgiving is fallacious
and only sought to portray Mr. President as wicked and
inhumane, Indeed ifwe are to believe your words, it means that
those thatjailed him for plotting a phantom coup in 1995 would
have been dead by now. Is Patrick Aziza and co. not as free as
air in this country today? A food for thought Uba. _

Make no mistake about it as 2003 zeros in, theAlmighty
Federal forces will surely be sacrificed toappease the Igho race
whose Kalu is its spokesman. Go and mark my word, itis simple
and definitive. _ o

The massage is 3|mi)le, ifyou are bought to do a dirty job
by calling Ow zorXalu names and embarking on imaginary
news paper threat, it is better you look elsewhere because Oiji
Uzor Kalu is genuine lgbo idea which time has come, _
" Oraetoka writesfrom City Centre. P. O. Box 204 Garki

uja.
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African Union as
development stateqy

By Emman Ozoemena

A frican Union is finally becoming a reality after many years of
planning, da -drea_mm? and faulty starts by Africans for the
much desired continental bod¥ that will not only unite, but

also a forum for issues of interest to African people to be thoroughly

sorted out, in view of the lacklustre performance and dismal
achievements ofthe Organization o fAfrican Unity (OAU). The current
frenzy about the African Union has its precursor in the recent
transformation of the European Union into a strong continental body
with the full complements of sovereignty, as it concerns the natiori-

states in Europe. , o

The miracle of the European Union from a mere or?amsatlonal
framework to a full fledged sovereignty of commonwealth of states
with common monetary pohcg/ educational pohcg economic policy
and judicial jurisdictions must have aroused the “Sleeping Africans”
on the need ‘to move closer to one another in unity rather than serve
colonial and metr0ﬁolltan interests elsewhere in the world. Nearly
four decades after the formation of the OAU, there were no concrete
achievements in any facets ofthe continent’s life we can proudly point
to as derivable from its existence. Well, the reasons for the aysmal
performance of the OAU cannot be far to find from the initial
drawbacks that characterised its formation. ,

Although, most African countries that make-up the continental
body had just come out of many years of colonial domination and
subjugation, in the 60s. The stupor ofservitude and inferiority complex
was yet to be over as at that material time it floated the OAU. The
allegiance of African nations was piore to their ex-masters, the
Europeans, than to any collective agenda that will ensure freedom in
the real sense of the word for their people. They were not ready to cut
offthe s_trmgis of “Iogalty and Fatnmony” to these colonial lords

African Teaders that Tought war of independence prior to gamln%
freedom naturally wanted a vibrant and united African Union tha
will challenge in‘all its ramifications, the claims of leadership by the
white colonialists. An independent African nation that severs total
link with the Eurogean slave masters were proposed by this %roup,
then known as the Casablanca Group, But alas, other leaders who got
in what in the words of Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, the immortal Zik of
Africa, “independence on the platter of gold” were not read¥ to rock
the boat. They wanted the status quoJo be maintained. It viewed
social relation with these erstwhile colonial overlords and adventurists,
as what must remain, undisturbed. The Monrovia Group, from
hindsight could be blamed for the toathless bulldog that became the
OAU in its more than three decades o fexistence. They dealt the death
kernel on the idea of a united Africa; nay African Union devoid of
Western control and manipulations. The résult o these years of locust
in the continent is simply the outcome or rash decisions by the few
Prlylleged African political leaders who merely wanted to’ maintain

heir links to Europe and North America; 50 as t0 sustain their egoistic
and hedonistic craves for material acquisitions and vain glory. The

revival ofthe African Union at the threshold of a new millennium is a

stron? indication that the present generation of African Ieadershlﬁ

have [eamtthe lessons ofunity as a factor in development, even throug
the hard way. Itis pertinent to ask whether Africans deserved to have
been running round the circle all these years, while other parts of the
world were busy experimenting with”home grown technological
economic, political and social structures, that have become the avant

arde for development in their various regions. The miracle of the

sian TI%GI’S is atypical example of what happens when a people are
resolved 1o building their nation on paradlgm hat are indigenous and
in tandem with the ecosystem and metap

of imported values and ideas. , ,

The over 450 years ofrape of African resources, men and materials
by the Western metropolitan powers left Africans as a people with
wounded psyche and mutilated ﬁersonallty, that invariable produced
derelicts and never-do-wells in the cloak ot leaders. This might partly
explain why Africa can today boast of occupying the lowest ebb in
the ladder of development in'the world. Poorest nations in the world
areall jn Africa. Modem technology is also aljen to the continent with
almost 100 percent degree of dependence on imported goods, despite
abundant natural resources buried in her soil.

The collective decision by our leaders in the 60s not to permanently
free Mother Africa from the apron strings of the Western hegemony
througha vibrant African Union, that is, in the spirit o fPan Africanism
ph||050ﬁhy of Marcus Garvey: Africa for Africans that would have
made the ‘continent intra-dependent nation-states, that rely on one
another for educational, scientific and Whtlcal interaction as opposed
to the present over-dependence on the West. We had for decades now
existed as mere appe.nda?es and footnotes in the calculation of the
West. All these are simply because we had leaders who had a poor
sense of historiography. Who refused to read between the lines the
works of the German philosopher, Hegel, who had asserted in his
philosophy of history', that Africa does not exist in space and time as
a concrete historical reality, but merel)(1 as a satellite of the European
countries, especially what he called “the Germanic spirit working to
realise ultimate ends ofcivilization”. This position definitely accounted
for the scramble for Africa which was signed and sealed in the Berlin
Conference in 1886. Itis instructive to nate that Berlin, a popular city
in Germang, had pla){ed a vital role in colonialism and racism in the
world, the Berlin wall is still fresh in our memories. Hegelian thought
from all indications was the Bible of Eurocentric modem civilisation
and expansionism in Africa.. _ _ o _

Today, we are once again faced with reality of bulldm? a union
that will rekindle the kindred African Sﬁll’lt or Personallty to fake usto
the Promised Land. Qur ancestors who are today unhappy in their
graves, may once afgaln have cause to smile as the agonr\]/ ofadivided
and fragmented Africa wilt soon become a thing 0f the past. They
may now have cause to he hapry that we are beating our feet hard on
the“ground to the drumbeat of & united Africa, as fears of the white
marrand his innuendos are but past. But before we shout uhuru! Let’
pause a little while and ask ourselves wh){ we failed in the past? Tix
grand old sick OAU, what happened that it could not take off? The
answers to this (%JGS'[IOHS are notonly instructive, but sine qua non for
an¥ progress to be made in this new venture of “African Enterprise”
(Atrican Union). .

Mr. Ozoemena wrqte infrom H use,Aija

ysical inclination, instead
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reetings and here is
wishing you a very
merry Xmas and a
Most prosperous new year in
advance. TheNew Year wish
is most relevant, as you will
soon realise from what I have
to say to you in this letter.
As apublic figure you do
not need to be familiar with
anyone addressing you,
commenting on some ofyour
actions or inactions or
appealing to you to take a
particular course ofaction. It
IS more soothing and
comfortable, however, ifyou
do have some idea of the
ﬁerson you are dealing with
ence my decision to recall
two of our past encounters
with the hope that some
elements of familiarity will
be introduced into the
business at hand. Mr,
OkEomo, cast your mind
back to 1986 and you might
recall that we shared some
banter, biscuits and drinks in
the hotel room of the then
chairman ofthe NFA, the late
Air Commodore Ikhazoboh
in Mexico City. ltwas dunng
that year’s World Cup an
you were then the secretar?{-
general of the NFA. Eight
years later, in 1994 to be
precise, "bur paths crossed
again. Once again the
occasion was a football fiesta
but the discussion centred on
olf. Remember the African
ations’ Cup in Tunisia?
Yes, thatwasit.
~Mr. Okpomo, having said
this_much, methinks it is
pertinent at this sta%\el to ask
you this question. Why the
clamour for you to stay on or
better still, why were you in
the first place appointed
interim secretary after more
than a decade away from the
turf? Why did you accept?
The answer to the first
question is ?retty obvious
and stems rather sadIY from
the suggestion that in a

country of more than 100
million, some people may
still be irreplaceable or at best
hard to replace. The position
may be far-fetched but the
case of the NFA certainly
accords it some degree of
believability. This is because
from the time of your exit to
date, the NFA has been
experimenting in foothall
administration with dire
consequences, or else how
can one explain our inability
to build on our 1994 World
Cup and 1996 Olympic
success? The point here Mr,
Okpomo, is that yo
[ |

€.

s a child growing up
A in 60s ang 70s | have

_watched events in the
opposne side of life. |
watched some people whom
| perceived as my role models
- one of such people is
Mallam Adamu Ciroma who
hitherto is regarded as very
principled, honest, and above
all a person with transparent
heart.

The piece by Sam Nda -
Isaiah is quite revealing as it
show how some people that
majority regard with high
esteem would stoop so low as
to tarnish the good image
they’ve built for themselves
over the years just to be
within the parameter of
power by all means and at all
cost. One cannot easily
comprehend that Mallam
Adamu Ciromawho I believe
is idealistic and is well over
70 years could still be found
amidst people who are far
more junior to him. There is
anadage in Hausa wanda bai
gode wa Allah ba zai ga
sakaya which I|terall¥ means
whoever is not grateful to
God will in the end see
repercussion.  Imagine
someone who has been an

here is t
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Qpen letter to Patrick O

pomo

brought back to refocus the
NFA and make it relevant to
the needs and aspirations of
millions of Nigerian soccer
enthusiasts. You accepted the
offer because you believed
that'the NFA was in a mess
and needed to be saved. And
ou believed you could do it.

ut did you really believe
that this"could be done in
three months? Maybe you
did, maybe you did not.” All
the same the stack reahtr
now is that you have only felt
the tip of the iceberg in the
administrative reorganisation
and sangtisation ﬁhe NFA.

editor of the only newspaper
in the entire’ Northern
Region, governor of Central
Bank, minister in the second
republic, minister in a
military regime and to put it
succinctly a presidential
aspirant ~ but, desFlte
occupying these exalted
Rosmons is not contented and
as to once again take the
quota of Yobe State.

L ET

You will agree with me that
the consummation of this
exercise goes beyond the
motion of'employing a new
secretary-general.” Your
insistence on leaving as spon
as this is done is, to my mind,
too hast%/ and thérefore
capable ot rendering all your
recent efforts nugatory. This
IS espemallf\]/ true when one
considers the fact that both
the Nations’ Cup and World
Cup competitions are around
the comer. Pray, where will
a new secretary general start
from? Nowhere, and this is
the simple truth which you
must face squarely.

Yakubu ibn' Mohammed,

P. M. B. 0146, Bauchi.

Mall. Adamu Ciroma
should by his age now be in
the comfort of his home and
family like ths
contemporaries such as
Mallam" Adamu Suleiman
one time Press Secretary to
Sir, Ahmadu Bello and [ater
Inspector -General of Police
in the 80’s Alh. Hassan
Lemu, Alhaji Abubakar
Kigo, Mallam Ahmadu Kurfi

T E R S
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e Tivs: What next?

[his is the million naira
question_being asked

_by Nigerians now that

the Tivs'have fought all their
neighbours, some of them
thrée or four times, but failed
woefully to realise their
ambition’ of displacing them
(their neighbours) in order fo
accommodate their rapidly
growing population. And
why would their population
not g?,row rap|dl¥]? Their way
of Tife, which 1s never
practised by any human race
on the globe, 1§ responsible
for this Undesirable trend. But
If the TIv man was a person
that could learn from history

v reBaTl S%\d am uhe @ thbStiPﬁ éh,s

who are the third generation
of civil servants in the then
Northern region bom in the
30’s but who have retired
from the civil service. It is
time for Mallam Adamu to
see the handwriting on the
wall that his profile is
diminishing. _
Usman Garba Santuraki,

P. 0. Box 747, Jimeta-Yola,
Adamawa State.

lea for Mohammed Abacha and co.

lease permit me to use

our pragmatic and

mwell informed media,

to humbly call on the federal

government to temper justice

with mercy by pardoning and

freeing Mohammed Abacha

and others held in detention
for almost two years now.

It is very worthy to note
that, the exoneration of these
fellow Nigerians in this
democratic dispensation will
in no small measure enhance
mutual cohesiveness among
the diverse geo-political and
socio-cultural communities
in Nigeria.

It really baffles me and |

wonder why while many
political office holders in
Nigeria, servicing or retired,
have skeletons in their
cupboards, the Abacha
family or regime remains the
most criticised, accused,
faulted and castigated. No
doubt Abacha like any leader
had his shortcomings.
Nevertheless, the legacies he
left behind are quite glaring
and will forever be
remembered by Nigerians.
As human beings, we
should cultivate the culture of
forgiveness. It is by so doing
that God, the best to judge,
can forgive our shortcomings

too.

Finally, may God
continue to shower mercy
upon all those who have died
for the course of democracy.
May God too keep Nigeria
ever united and infuse into
the hearts of our leaders the
spirit of sympathy, compas-
sion and justice to serve the
general welfare of Nigerian
citizens whose condition of
Living is daily worsening.
Mohammed Ibrahim
Ogoshi,

Department of Public
Administration,

Kongo Campus,

ABU, Zaria.

attitude especially towards
the Jukun, whom he has
challenged to battle more
than four times in the past 40

years. .
In this 21 st century, more
than 200 years sincé tribal
wars stopped in Africa, and
every tribal nationality has
sincé been striving to achieve
a _lasting_ peaceful co-
existence with its neighbours,
the Tivs are still living in the
medieval ¥ears_ as projected
by one of their leaders in
erson of one Mr. Payl
nongo who stated in aradio
Programme recently that the
edéral government should
withdraw all troops from the
borders between Taraba and
Benue States so that the Tivs
could settle scores with the
Jukun on the battlefield once
and for all. ,

_ A permanent solution to
this persistent Tiv crisis has
to be sought. And in this
writer’s opinion. this solutjon
would. ineyitably involve
confining the Tivs to their
base in Benue State since it
IS. now clear to ever
Nigerian that they (T|v>5
cannot live with other people
elsewhere. The constitution
of this country does provide
for free .movement of
Nigerians and for one to settle
Inany part ot the country one
wishes to; but there is
nowhere In the constitution
that says tribes with Iar%e
population should spread to
8the|r patrﬁs of tqetﬁour%_tré/,

Isplace the people ind,
kif them an ta_Ee the?y lana.

Lastly, I wish to agdvise
the self-apﬁomted prominent
Tiv sons who have lured their
people Into this mess to, not
onl apolog|se,publ|cl¥to ‘he
rest of the Tiv people, but
endeavour to shoulder the
trﬁsponsmlllltyhofhresettllng

eir people Who have gone
back lijmnfl)e, and who would
now be fonfm,ed to that
enclave of the Tiv nation, In
Benue State till Christ’s
second comm%. _
Ashuku Anay Rafin Kada,
P. 0. Box 10, Wukari,
Taraba State.
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As Chiluba prepares to

oon after President
Frederick Chiluba
swept to power in a
landslide election win in
he was heard to remark to
close aides: “Power is sweet”.

After 10 years in charge
the former bus conductor and
trade union leader, continues
to enjoy the taste of power.

S0 ‘much so that earlier
this year, he mounted a
campaign to change the
countr%_s constitution to
allow him to'run for the
presidency a thirg time.

He was forced to
abandon this plan, after
massive apposition from
within his” own ruling
Movement for Multi-party
Democracy and from the
Zambian public.

But the move did much to
damage the president’s
personal prestige. ,

Many Zambians saw it as
an attempt to turn the clock
back - as well as a betrayal of
the. demacratic principles
which he had preached since
the . beginning of his
pres“ldencg. ,

We don’t hate you, Mr
President,” said one shop
assistant, earlier this year
“But please just do the right
thing, and leave,

hen Chiluba  was
elected, it was amid an
atmosphere of elation and
euphoria,

His erdgnImg_ MMD had
trounced fhe “incumbent
Kenneth Kaunda and his
ruling UNIP at the polls..

It was an .audacious
victory,  which  sent
shockwaves across Africa.

The charismatic Kaunda
had held the reins of power
since independence in 1964 -

Living with fear In

he  Palestinian
Authority is keen to
show the world the

damage inflicted by reéenafat’s

Isragli air attacksin Gaza.
On a rare quiet day for
the area, a group of nervous
diplomats” from Japan,
Eggpt, Tunisia and Qatar
athered for a tour of
alestinian military and
police installations, ‘and a
residential area outside the
city into which there have
been Israeli  ground

Sharon

By Ishel Mattheson
much of it under one-party

le.
19(H'Although he had been

forced by popular discontent
to hold™ elections, when
beaten at the polls, he ceded
power peacefully. _

His successor Frederick
Chiluba was hajled as one of
a new _ Dbreed of
democratically-elected
leaders, In a continent where
rulers clung on for decades.

Zambians looked forward
to abright, new future.

The new government set
about unshackling the
country’s collapsing
economy from_ stifling state
controls. Guided by_the
International Monetary Fund
and World Bank, it embraced
the free-market market with
one of the most ambitious
liberalisation programmes in
Africa,

With its large copper
reserves - some ofthe biggest
in the world - and fich
agricultural potential, foreign
Investors started to eye this
poor Southern Africa’nation
with interest.

But 10 years on, that
optimism " has all-but
gvaporated. Many regard
Chiluba’s rule” as . a
d|saPp0|ntment. The promise
of the MMD revolution
remains unfulfilled.

S0 what went wrong? For
one, despite being promoted
as an ne_w-stg/le African
leader, Chiluba began to show
some  decidedly old-
fashioned traits.

Within a year-and-a-half,
he had sackéd Independent-
minded colleagues from his
cabinet, and began to

By Tarik Kafala

incursions.

Palestinian leader Yasser
_presidential
compound just on the
outskirts of Gaza City was the
first stop. The complex has
been attacked from the sea
and air on several occasions.

The presidential palace is
grand = and  strangely
untouched by  ‘the
devastation all around it.

We toured one bomb site
after another - the armz, the

police, Force
17 and the
navy have
been attacked.
According
to  the
Palestinian
Authority
Israeli forces
have caused
more  than
$2im dama%e
in the last 15
months of the
intifada.
At one
site, a
talkative
Palestinian
soldier who
seemed to be
guarding a
pile of rubble
struck up a

“Corruption flourished. Some of
Chiluba’ cronies, itseemed, were more
Interested with lining their ownpockets,
than serving their country.

Within a decade, graft seeped into
Zambia s way oflife.

“‘Kaunda’ men were pickpockets,

commented one Zambian journalist,
“But Chiluba’ lot are thieves.”

The government’ sell-off of the
copper mines - the country’ biggest
asset - was botched and scandal-

ridden. ”

surround himself by ‘yes
menandwomen,
Corry tl?n flourished.
Some of Chiluba’s cronies,
It seemed, were more
Interested with Immg their
own pockets, than serving
their country.
Within a dec%dei %\rlaft
s%ﬁ?gd Into Zambia’s way

0

: “Kaunda,js men were
gmkpoc ts, Qommeqted
one Zambian journalist,
But Chilubd’s lot are
thieves. ,

The government’s sell-
offofthe copper mines - the
country’s Diggest asset -
was botched and scandal-
rldd/in. fament b

arliamentary probe
earllerp this year, r)elﬁaled
that some of the assets of

conversation. _

_ He described what it was
like coming under Israeli air
attack.

“We hear the planes
coming and the alarm goes
up and we evacuate fast, or
there would be dead and
injured,” the soldier said.
 “Theworstarethe F-16
jets because they can strike
at a long distance. And
when the missile strikes,
someone can be hurt 200
metres (220 yards) away
from the point 0 fimpact. The
F-16s can take' you by
surprise... it’s very difficult
to tell the direction of the
missile.”

As he spoke an F-16
passed high overhead, its
oppressive drone seeming
to tail it by some distance.
All day, jets went by high
above, without incident.

_Pointing up, the soldier
said: “Attacks can happen
at any time, but we don’t
expect them now hecause
the diplomats are here. I'd
say we are safe, 70% secure.
The diplomats have come
from inside Israel so the
Israelis know they are here.”

Israeli  forces also
launch regular ground
incursions into Gaza.

The most recent was

ZCCM, the mines’ company,
3|m,i)ly vanished into thin air,
while other valuable properties
were sold for a song.

In the meantime, the free-
market economy has failed to
deliver.

_ DesE_ltebllllonsqfdollarsof
international aid since 1991,
three-(%_uarte_rs of Zambia’s
B\c;pula jon still live below the

orld Bank poverty threshold
of $1a day. The much-needed
foreign investment to kickstart
the ~economy has not
transpired.

A large ﬁart of the blame
must rest with Chiluba himself.
He has often seemed more
interested in securing his own
position, than improving the lot

Gaza

into the village of Beit Hanoun,
which the Israeli army describes
as. a Hamas Stronghold-
Thirteen militants were arrested
and some homes bulldozdd.

The lsraelj-army detfftoYed
the family home of Salah
Shhada, thé head of the military
wing of Hamas. _

~ Mr Shhada has been in

h|d|r]t[1 for some time, but his
family had somehow been
warned and had cleared the
house in advance.

Butwhen the Israeli troops
arrived, they began by shelling
the wrong Nouse.

“The first shell came
through the 3|tt|n|g room wall,”
said Sabah al-Akhras, a
neighbour of the Shhada
family.

My husband wanted to get
out the back of the house, but |
told him not to, that they’d kill
him. There’s a garage under the
house so we went into there.”

“There was more shelling,
s0 | went out of the side door
of the garage holding up my
hands. They told us they
wanted the Shhada house. 1told
them we are the Akhras family,”
Mrs Akhras said.

Mr Akhras was arrested
and taken away to Israel. His
wife swears that he is not a
member of Hamas and that he
has papers that allow him to

ofhis people. ,
~ His attempts to hound his
rival and former president
Kenneth Kaunda, out of
Polmcs in the m|d-90f,
arnished his reputation pad ){
with the internationa
community,

In 1997, Kaynda was
ccused of conspiring In a
falled coup ‘plot™ and

Imprisoned.
It took protests from

Africa’s elapr statesmen,
Nelson Mandela and_Julius
Nyerere, to_?r?rsuade Chiluba
to'release him.

Then thelre_ walils the angd
running, politically-inspire
court c%sg,_ w?nch )gatterﬁ pted
to strip Zambia’s
independence leader of his
citizenship. _

Many saw the_houndmg
of Kaurida, as spiteful an
malicious, b;{ a leader who felt
jealous of the older man’s

opularity, both with the
ambian people and among
fellow African leaders.

Chiluba, himself, cuts a
curious figure in public life.

He is a ‘natty’ dresser,
with a fondness for expensive,
monogrammed clothes, and
built-up shoes to improve his
diminutive height. _

A fervent born-again
Christian, his private life has
been the subject of much
ﬂoss! p recently. In September,

e divorced his wife Vara, to
whom he had been married for
33 years. _

ButalthouPh Chilubamay
not leave office a popular
leader, Zambia has changed
greatly under his tenure, and
alot of it, for the good.

Arafat

work in Israel.

Neither Mrs Akhras nor
any of her eight children were
injured, though they have no
néws of Mr Akhras.

On Tuesday, the funeral
was held for a Palestinian
border guard killed during the
Israeli“incursion into Beit
Hanoun.

An announcer at the
funeral alternated between
wishing the mourners a
happy end of Ramadan fast
and delivering an angry anti-
Israeli diatribe.
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. The public opposition to
his third term bid, shows that
Zambians treasure their
young demacracy, so much
50.thateven inthis famously,
laid-back country, they are

repared to mobilise to

rotect It.

Mohreoveﬁ, the Lreedon(wj of
speech allowed under

hiluba, would have been
unthlnk,abI? for much of
Kaunda’'srule.

_There 1s a lively, free
printed media, ‘which
relentlessly - and cruelly -
lampoons the_countrrs
%oll_tlcal IeadershH) Including

hiluba. = Suc _dpubll_c
mackery ofthe presidency is
unknown in many other parts
ofAfrica.

AIthgu?h the free-market
has not dellvered prosrg)enw,
the consensus among the
country’s political class -
opposition and government
- IS that It Is the only way
forward. _

The goal is to make
Zambia’s economy work
better, not to return to the
dags of price controls, and
thé over-weaning state.

Finally, althotgh Chiluba
wanted to s_ta}/ in power, It s
to his credit that he did not
use widespread, state-
sponsored violence to do so.

Zambjans only have. to
look south to nel hbourlnq
Zimbabwe, wheré Pr?3|den
Mugabe |str¥|n tobugeon
his a%back 0 power, t0 see
what the alternative might
have been. .
Cho||UbT - Zambia’s
secon eader  since
Inde end%nce - has opted to
go_the other route, leaving
office. feacefullg/. For this,
Zambians can bé thapkful.

Culled from BB

The streets of Gaza city
are quiet. Many ofthe shops
closed, and the celebrations
for the feast are muted here
as they are in most of the
Palestinian areas this year.
~ Only the children’ seem
irrepressible, and on asunny
winter’s day there were a few
famllyclustersgrlllmg fishon
one of Gaza’s beaches.
~ As the sun set, the traffic
in the city got heavier and a
little frantic as [rueople rushed
to get home before dark fell.

Culled from BBC
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Armed men 12 killed i

take control of
Comoros island

eports from the
Comoros islands off
the east coast of

Africa say a group of

unidentified armed men has
landed on one of the islands
and seized control.

Journalists contacted by
telephone said that the men
took over the smallest island
in the chain,Moheli,
disarming the local pohce
force.

Reports su?gested that at
least some of the attackers
were white and wore masks.

Details of casualties are not
known. _

The Comoros islands have
been politically unstable for
several ){ears

Moheli, together with the
island of Anjouan, both
declared mdependence from
th9e9 7rest ofthe'island chain in

Bulgaria
presses Lrbya
on HIV case

ulgarian Forergn

Minister, Solomon

Passy, arrived Libya
of six Bulgariaris who have
been accused of deliberatel
mfectm%_lnearly 400 children
with the HIV virus.

Pass% IS expected to
meet his Libyan counterpart
Abdel Rahniane Chalgham
ahead of a court ruling due

on Saturd até
The six uIé;anans frve
nurses and a doctor - could

face the death penalty if found
guilty of |nject|ng the
children  with ~ “HIV-
contaminated blood.

The medics, who deny the
char es, had been workrn% at
a children’s hospital In the
northern city of Benfghazr and
have been In prison for almost
three ears.

alestinian doctor and
n|ne Libyans have also heen
charged in the case, |n which

(;j/a sald more than 20
ch|I ren have already died.

The accused are charged
with “premeditated murer
with the aim of undermining
Libyan securrtr All have
pledded not quilty.

Mr. Passy 1s also expected
to hold a meeting with £erif
al-Islam, the son of Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi ang
chairman of_the Gaddafi
International Foundation for
Charity Associations, who
has agreed to be an observer
atthe rial.

%rral has, provoked
strono eehn?s in Bulgaria
after two of the defendants
alleged they had been
tortlired and ~ made
confessions under duress.

It has also rarsed concern
among human rigt tsagroups
who have complained about
reports that
contaminated plasma was
discovered at i’id fendant’s
apartment while she was In
police custody, and the
refusal of the court to allow
expert — opinion from
Switzerland and France.

estérday to dlscuss the

A

rom lef to ht: ition leader, Alassane D amune
one hg wrgpg vor oastsAF!res au ent% oo L
wreo sane Draman%§uattara a en Ro ert Guer pose {o

Reconcl ann Forum |

political

resolving the major political
issue confronting  the
country.

This is the nationality of
the opposition leader,
Alassane Ouattara and the
related issue of his eli |b|||t¥
to stand in presidentia
elections.

The organisers of the two-
month " long national
reconciliation forum had
recommended that President
Laurent Gbagbo recognise
Mr. Quattara’s Ivorian
nationality.

Ouattara hasheen excluded
from two elections

But ina speech closing the
forum President Ghagho
declined to comment on the

rldn f
meeting ends In stalemate .

issue, saying it was for the

reconcrlradtrdttodecrde
meeting in_[They Ivorian SuPreme
Coast has éaled withedit tha

Ouattara was not eligible to
stand in presidential
elections last year because
of questionable nationality.

His exclusion led to unrest
inwhich at least 300 people,
according to official figures,
were killed.

For several years now Mr.
Ouattara’s  contested
nationality has been at the
heart of all major political
calculations in the country.

Ghagho said the courts
must decide. Because he is
aMuslim from the north, his
nationality has become a
symbol of religious,
national and ethnic

Hutu raid leaves four
dead in Burundi

t least four people
have been killed in
Bujumbura following

At least 10 houses were

looted and local men were
forced to carry the stolen
Eroperty to Tenga, Six
ilometres away, said
residents of the north-
western Buterere suburb.

They said it was the work

of the National Liberation
Front, which has refused to

sign aceasefire or participate

in" the power-sharing

%overnment inaugurated in
ovember

Residents said that six

people, including one women
were killed "but local
administrator  Bernard

araid by ethnic Hutu reptlsio

Bagirimbereka said four

lives had been lost.

Ten?a has been the scene
ent clashes in recent

weeks, in which over 60

soldiers and 200 rebels have

been killed.

Residents complained
that the Tutsi-dominated
army had ignored them
during the raid, which lasted
for more than seven hours.

“Up to 0300 there were
bullets flying everywhere
and not a single armed
vehicle came to Intervene,”
one Hutu resident said.

But Mr. Bagirimbereka
said the authorities had
done theirjob of protecting
residents.

attara; F%I%sreen(taté%% wae

f Gen, Rob rt Guei:
%%omm ta
grag at i

differences.

Itis an issue which has turned
lvory Coast from being a
relatively successful economic
lynchpin of the West African
re ion, into a country where
po |t|cal tension is the rule.

attac

‘emeni forces have

attacked avillage east

of the capital Sanaa
Osama Bin Laden’s al-Qaeda
network may be hiding.

At least 12 people were
reportedly killed when
Yemeni police and soldiers
clashed with tribesmen in the
village of al-Husoun in Marib

rovince, about 200
ilometres from Sanaa.

Tanks and helicopters
were deployed in the attack,
which ~involved heavy
exchanges of gunfire.

Residents of the village
are believed to have refused
to hand over a number of
suspected al-Qaeda
members when asked to do
50 by the authorities.

US and local forces in
Afghanrstan are at present

mopB ng up aeda
members there, aftert 8 SiX-
week American

bombardment defeated the
country’s Taliban rulers who
had been sheltering them.
Bin Laden and many of
his supporters are still at
Iar e and may have fled
anistan,

BC Middle East
corresgondent said that
while the numbers involved
inthe raidin Yemen are small,
it is nonetheless hi hl%
significant that an
government is launching its
own military offensive
agarnst the” al-Qaeda

ﬁd)sg drersatsefJN

lhe government of the
Democratic Re ublic of
Congo has re eased a
first group ofchild soldiers into
the care of the United Nations,
The 235 youths, aged
between 15 and 19, had s ent
three-to-five years as soldiers
in the Congolese army.
Carole ~ Bairdouin, a
ﬂokeswoman for the UN
ildren’s  organisation,
UNICEF, said she hoPed all
remaining child soldiers,
estimated at 6,000, would soon
be demobilised.
The move comes amid
|ported progress in p;ace
ks aimed at ending Congo’s

Internatronal donors are
meeting in Brussels to decide
how best to respond to what is
bern? described as one of the
world’s worst humanitarian
Crises.

The first group of children
handed in their guns and
uniforms ata military barracks
in the capital Kinshasa.

“This Is the effective start of
the demobilisation of all child
soldiers,” President Joseph
Kabila said during a ceremony
at the Kibomango Training
Centre.

The child disarmament
pro%ramme was carried out
Jointly with the UN and the

rebel roup, the Congolese
Ral% orDemocrac
ICEF offrcra tried to
d]ualm fears ofuncertainty by
the child soldiers-.

They s°rd the demobilised
}/ouths would attend a
rarmn? centre where they are
to be taught skills such as
mechamcs and carpentry to

P them integrate into
civilian life.

The Congolese
Government, says all’ 6,000
child _soldiers will be
demobilised.

The UN has previously
expressed concern over the
recruitment ofchildren in the
Congolese conflict and other
regional battlefields,
esfimating that more than

0,000 7are involved in

fighting.

Kofi Annan

where suspected memb em

aeda

It is unclear whether US
forces were involved in the
ttack on. the village in
en, but Sanaa has been
Co- operatrng with American
officials in hunting down Bin
Laden’s militant network,
which the US believes was
behind the 11 September

g IYémenr

attacks in New York and
Washington.
The = United  States

suspects that Bin Laden’s
men were also behind the
attack on the USS Cole in
southern Yemen’s Aden
harbour in October 2000,
which killed 17 American
sailors.

Southern African

ministers back
Mugabe

iolence associated
with Zimbabwe’s
land reform
P gramme is declining and

he ﬂovernment is committed
olding free and farr

eIectrons according t

Southern African mrnrsters

The ministers  also
repeated their opposition to
sanctions at the Southern
African _ Development
Community meeting in
Angola’s “capital city,
Luanda. <

Both the United States
Congress and the European
Union parliament have urged
their governments to impose
targéted sanctions = on
Zimbabwe’s leaders.

As the ministers were
signing their statement, a
farm manager was recovering
ina Harare clinic after being
slashed with a machete.

Duncan Cooke, 25, was
attacked by .a ro
government “militan
northern Zimbabwe, says
the Commercral Farmers’

Unio

Presrdent Robert Mugabe
slammed the US move as

repu%nant provocative,
and indeed a gross vrolatron
of international law™ in his
state of the nation address
to parliament on Tuesday,

He also called “for
presidential  elections
Planned for next March to be
ree ofthe violence which has
hit the country in the past
two years.

“I“wish to urge all
Zimbabweans to maintain
peace and calrti as a norm of
our society, and proceed to

vote in " the self-same
atmosphere during the
forthcoming presidential
elections,” he said.

Also on Tuesda}/ South
Africa’s ruIrng party said it
will send a delegation to
Harare later this week to
discuss land reform and the
elections.

“We will make it known
what we think of what is
happening in Zimbabwe and
what we think is out o tune,’
A spokeswoman
Nomfanelo Kota told
Reuters news agency. She
would not elaborate.



Thursday, December 20,2001

Trust

[talian Pr(jme Minis,tgr Silvig Berﬁuscgmg({ilggi)a,cgv,e{%%mleé 'Ll\g%h

leader vows to

im leader, Hamid Karzai at't
Wnrpsterat residence in &ome.

Afg ?Ian

r

take the fightagainst terrorism
to “its absolute end”.

He said he would have

Osama Bin Laden arrested
and put on trial, given the
chance. _
. Mr. Karzai was speaking
in Rome, where he met the
country’s former King,
Mohammed Zahir Shah.

The former king is seen by
many Afghans as a unifying
figure In the fracture
country, and is expected to
preside over a loya jirga, or
grand council, which is to
decide on Afghanistan’s
future.

Mr. Karzai, a distant
relative of the king, said the
formermonarch had given him
much fatherly advice in the
meeting.

During his time in Rome,
Mr. Karzai also had ameeting
with the Italian Prime Minister,
Silvio  Berlusconi, who
promised millions ofdollarsin
aid, and assistance in setting

Philadel
journa

federal %uldge in
Philadelphia has
thrown out the death
enttnce against former

journalist and Black Panther,
Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Judge William Yohn ruled
that Abu-Jamal was entitled
to a new sentencing hearing
forthekilling o fa Philadelphia
police officer in 1981, but he
?enlled him the right to a new
rial,

Mr. Yohn, citing errors in
the original penaItY phase of
tfee murder trial, raledthaftfe

he new g_terim leader
of Afghanistan, Hamid
Karzali, has vowed that

Daily
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Rumsfeld warnsNATO
of new terrorist threats

n.in-
rime

ht terrorism

Mr. Karzai is returning to

Kabul by the weekend for the
swean_n%-ln ofthenew interim

his new adminstration adtinistration which he will

head for six months, paving

the way

for a two-year

transitional government.

Eare hits New York cathedra

fist’s death

taffatone ofthe largest
cathedrals in the world
- StJohn the Divine in
New York - are assessing the
damageofamasswe firgjust
aweek before Christmas.
_ The fire broke out in the
ift shop ad{omlnq the
anhattan cathedral, but
hundreds of firefighters
managed to control the blaze
beforé it spread to the main
structure of the bundmg%.
Part of the roof of the
three-story gift shop caved
in and flames destroyed
sections of the building - but
no casualties were reported.
Although there was
smoke and water damage
church officials have said
that services should resume
this week. _
BBC corespondent said
the fire nonetheless comes as
another blow to the spirit of
New Yorkers, still reeling from
the 11 September tetror

should take

new hearin
%80 days, orelse

place within
thrown out the death

automatically be sentenced
to life imprisonment instead.

most

Abu-Jamal is America’s
famous death-row

inmate - his case has been

supported
il

.. many
ywood celebrities and

European fliﬂures who regard

himasapo

Ical prisonerofa

racist justice system.

His opponents however

see him as an unrepentant
murderer.

Abu-Jamal was

0VE
S€N

nited States

Defence Secretary,

Donald Rumsfeld,
has warned that European
cities could be targets of
terrorist attacks similar to
those w'hich struck America
on 1 September.

Speaking atameeting of
NATO defence ministers in
Brussels, Mr. Rumsfeld
said Europe should be
braced for assaults by
terrorists using everything
from computer hacking to
cruise missiles. _

He called on his
European counterparts, to
spend more on developing

urope’s defence
capabilities and to pool
their resources and
expertise to counter the
terrorist threat.

NATO  Secretary
General, George Robertson,
meanwhile, said the alliance
Planned to adjust its forces
0 allow for missions far
beyond its own territory,
Europe and North America.
~ The meeting was the
first attended by Mr.
Rumsfeld since the attacks
on New York and
WashmPton. Although it
was'held behind closed
doors, the text of his

omments was rele sed\IO

attacks and the plane crash
in the borough of Queens.
~ Locals watched
incredulously as thick black
smoke billowed yet again
over Manhattan. ° _

“We were crying,” said
Margaret Hurwifz, who was
outside the building with
her 12-year-old son.

“After the World Trade
towers, you  want
something to be secure.
“This Is where we came
that day.”

. The cause of the blaze
IS under investigation.

The fire caused chaos at
the height of the morning
rush hour, with commuters
immobilised on some ofthe
busiest routes onto the
island. _

The construction of St
John’s first started in 1892,
but the cathedral has never
been finished and work
continues to this day.

{turns
ENCe

ofkilling Philadelphia police
otrl_cer,gDan?g Eau_Ener,
durln% a shoot-out In the

. of9 Dec
%@{, a?t%ﬁhe offi,ceregﬂ gcﬁd
over Abu-Jamal’s brother
for driving the wrong way
down a one-way street.

Abu-Jamal; who was
wounded. In the chest
denies k||||ngtheoff|cerand
maintains that he was shot
whilst running away.

With bacKing from his
network of supporters
Abu-Jamal has launched

the media. _

“We need to face the realit
that the attacks of 1
SePtember,_hornflc as they
werre, ma¥ in fact be a dim
preview of what is to come if
we do not prepare today to
defend our people from
adversaries with weapons of
increasing power and range,”
he said.

“As we look at the
devastation they unleashed in
the US, con emPIate the.
destruction they could wreak in
New York, or London, or Paris
or Berlin with nuclear, chemical
or biological weapons.”

?ﬂﬂmmbwd%
ww%wmm
along border

ndia’s army chief said
Pakistan has built up its
presence along the border
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Groom-to-be swallows
engagement ring

Norwegian unwittingly swallowed a gold ring hidden

in his porridge by his girlfriend as a surprise proposal
ofmarnage. _ _

“WNow | am 24 carats heavier,” Svein Froeytland told
Norwegian local daily Faedrelandsvennen, adding: “It is the
inner qualities that count.” _ _

Janne Grim, who hid the ring in her boyfriend’s porridge
ata Christmas party, said she thought her proposal had been
ignored before realizing that it 'had been gulped down
unnoticed. o _

_Froeytland went ahead with his engagement by borrowm%
a_rm? from one ofthe guests — while waiting for'the origina
ring to re-appear naturally.

Court fines man for

suffering fish

fishmonger was fined almost $200 (aboutN26,000.00)
by a court in Helsinki for allowing his fish to suffer
while on sale ata local market, a Finnish newspaper
is reportin

A 27-year-ol([]]'veter_in_arian took fisherman Magnus
Ekstrom to court, complaining that his burbots at the Helsinki

as tensions continued to risgarket hall were still moving their gills and wiggling around

between the two countries
following last week’s attack on
the Indian parliament,

General S. Padmanabhan
told the Reuters news agency
that India had responded “in an
appropriate manner”.

India and Pakistan have
traded accusations after Delhi
accused Islamabad of backing
those behind the parliament
attack.

Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Abdul Sattar said India was
making “prejudiced and biased
allegations™ over the attack,
which left 13 people dead.

Indian Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in an address
in parliament, said Indiawas not
looking to start a war with
Pakistan but that there were
elements in that country that
were working against India.

~ He did not spell out what
his government’s response, to
the attack would-be simj*y
stating that itwould take in “the
national interest”.

The government is under
pressure from hardline %roups
to take strong action includin
punitive raids on allege
militant bases inside Pakistan-
administered Kashmir.

However,  opposition
members  warned  the
government against launching
any action that could lead to
war with Pakistan. _

~On Tuesday Mr. Vajpayee
rejected a Pakistani offer tojoin
the mvesﬂgatmn, saying India
would conduct its own probe.

~The Pakistan _f_orelﬁn
minister said on television that
the Indian accusations were
motivated by hostility.

The accusations were
made, he said, “to defame the
freedom struggle in Kashmir as
aterrorist movement”.

The attack was the centre
ofaheated debate in the Indian
Elarhamen_t on Tuesday with

ome Minister, LK Advani
saying the government was

o qtermined to staquy&_

mtaaaau.

on the shop counter, suffering from unnecessary pain.

Ekstrom whacked his fish to prove they were dead, but
when the fish continued to flop around the dlssatlsfled vet
called in the police who arrived on the scene with wailing
sirens, K_auploalehtl said. _ _

“I'think | am the only fisherman in EuroR_e...nQ in the
entire world, that has been convicted with a thing like this.
UsuaIIEEeopIe want fish to be as fresh as i)_ossmle when it’s
sold,” Ekstrom was quoted Monday as telling the dallr.

The fishermanwas fined $41 by a criminal courtand forced
to pay some $152 in legal fees.

Beard lands father Xmas
IN terrorism trouble

anadian police, taking advantage of sweeping new
anti-terrorism Ie%|slat|on, arrested Santa Claus on the

grounds that he had a beard, was behaving
suspiciously and, inall likelihood, belonged to a undergrot
cell.Or so demonstrators would have you beljeve.

The “arrest” Monday was staft;e-managed by local pro-
democracy activists who said that the qulslatmn — which
the Senatg, or upper house of Parliament, was dug to start
debating later Monday — will destroy many civi] liberties.

The™ law, the brainchild of Justice "Minister Anne
McLellan, and passed already by the House of Commans,
will ban fund-raising by terrorist groups, widen wiretappin
authority and allow police to miake preventive arrests o
people they think would engage in terrorism.

As thick snow fell across Parliament Hill in Ottawa, a
small crowd of demonstrators watched an actor dressed as a
policeman handcuffa protesting Santa and take him away.

“We’re sorry to say that Santa has been put on the listof
terrorists and he is being arrested today because of concerns
by Anne McLellan that he might be up to no good,” said
local activist Betty-Anne Daviss. _

As Santa was hauled off to meet his fate, fellow
demonstrator Ken Johnson said it was clear the suspect was
partofa larger organization.

Christmas cards carry
coded messages

You may think bland Christmas greetings are totally
anonymous but the cards you send could give away more
than you bargained for, according to new research.
A"University of Leicester study showed that people are
far more likely to choose to send cards designed by their
owr& sex, even though they did not know who had made the
cards.
The research also showed clear differences-in the way
men and women design business cards, _
Professor Andrew Colman said his findings cast light on
what makes up masculinity and femlnmlt?/. There’s some
su_?gesnon that this is just sex roles people are brought up
with, but there’s an increasing heliefin psychology that that
doesn’t tell the whole story,”'said Colman. _
He also said the study had implications for the greetin
card industry. They might be missing out because most o
thAir designers ajré.men, but jQost consumers are women —
\ CLi1id-ha piTLoll-hyjaiafiytte&igns. — —
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totrman, Board of Trustees and Pounder of Rural Empowerment Acceleration Programme (J
In Adamawa State, Mrs Zainab Bon! Haruna, wife

of Governor Bon! Haruna, on behalf of the board, the management and the staff of REAP,

wish to congratulate two of its board members, Murum Moufo, Chief J.J. Fadh,
r Lad! Hamalai on on them by President Olusegun Oba
Chief J J Rndh was conferred with the Order of the Niger (OON)
while Dr Lad! Hamefe! was conferred with the Member of the Federal Republic (MW).

We rejoice with you for this great achievement!

Mrs Zaingb Bon Hauma

Slgned
. MRS ZAINAB'BONI HARUNA n . .u . (Mcn,
Chiet).J. meh(QON)  Chaiimren, Board of Trustees,  * ad Hadla (Minv)

MiamIM.™ and Founder of REAP
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he Nigerian

Communications

Commission (NCC)
has announced plans to.
license a Second National
Telecommunications
Operator (SNO) in the first
quarter of next year.

The Executive Vice-
Chairman ~ of  the
‘Commission, Engineer
Ernest Ndukwe, who made
the announcement on
Tuesday in Abuja, disclosed
further that NCC will also
undertake the licensing of
Spectrum for Fixed Wireless

By Ahmed Shekarau

Access (FWA) services early
next year. _
Engineer Nduke said
while ~ briefing media
executives that while the
information memorandum
for the FWA will be
published before the end of
this month, that of the SNO
will be published by January
next year “and hoEefuIIy a
Izlgggc’g issued by February

The NCC chiefexecutive
further disclosed that the
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commission's board has also
approved the licensing of
oint venture company
etween NEPA and Eskom
of South Africa to take
advantage of the excess
capacity of NEPA’s optic
fibre Infrastructure in
providing Long Distance
Carrier (gLDC) service to
other telecom operators.
~He said other Lon
Distance Operators (LDOS%
will be licensed in due
course. _
Accordmﬂ to him, the
LDO and the SNO are

critical to the rapid

‘development of

telecommunications
services, providing
transmission capacity for
GSM operators, and other
value-added network service
providers.

Infurtherance oft he rural
telecom access initiative,
Engineer Ndukwe stated that
the pilot projects of
community  telephone
services would commence
earl¥ next year. _

~ This, according to him,
“Is a strategic initiative that
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license second national
com operator soon

will guarantee improved
tele-density and universal
access to our rural
communities.”

Speaking on other
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industry, the NCC boss said
the government has reduced
import duty on telecoms
equipment fo five per cent,
stressing  that  the
commission is at the
forefront of a campaign for
further reduction or total
removal of import duty on
information and
communication technolo%y
equipment to accelerate
Nigeria’s march towards
being an information rich

deveFopmen the . nation.
ys GSM prices will tumble

he Executive Vice-
Chairman of the

Nigerian
Communications
Commission (NCC),

Engineer Ernest Ndukwe,
has reassured Nigerians that
the prices of Global Services
for Mobile Communications

*
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Wem,

(GSM) will continue to fall
with increased competition
in the telecoms market.

Engineer Ndukwe said
Tuesday in Abuja that the
NCC ~earlier assured
Nigerians at the network
debut in August that there
competition would drive
down prices.

_Citing an example of the
price of Pay-As-You-Go
package which  has
dramatically plummeted
from N30,000 to N16,999
for line and handset, the
NCC chiefexecutive assured
that this is a sign ofwhat the
future holds for telecoms
consumers in the country.

He said Nigerians should
not expect the oi)]erators to
fix low prices at the debut of
the network in view of the
huge investments made to
provide the services.

Commenting on the
benefits of the mobile
telecoms services currently
Eroylded in the country,

ngineer Ndukwe said the
GSM licensing exercise has
brought a lot of good
reputation for the country as
Nigeria is currently being
cited as the best example of
how GSM licenses should be
auctioned. _

Besides, he said the
growth ~ of the
telecomm_unlcatlons_mdus_trg
has contributed to direct 60
creation “in excess of 10,000
people,”  with  other
Interdependent ancillary
support service groups that
have benefited in the
exposition such as estate
agents, banks and the media,
amonF others. '

Also, the NCC boss said
the growth of telecoms
usership and awareness in
recent times has not been
restricted to digital mobile
and fixed times alone.
“There has also been an
increase in the number of
cybercafes, internet services,
card calling, and other value
added services,” he claimed.

Speaking on NCC’s
effort to protect telecoms
consumers from excesses of
some operators in the
industry, Nduke announced
that the commission has
established a Consumer
Affairs Bureau specifically
to address complaints
against “any unscrupulous
practices by operators.”
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s the 31st of
December 2001
approaches, power
towns in Z a State still

remains what™t used to be,
epileptic.

Segun Agagu, Power & Steel Minister.

Investigations by
Business Day in Gusau, the
Zamfara State capital, and
some other towns that are
connected to the national
grid showed that residents
still complain over epileptic
supply = of electrlmt%/,
partmularly in Gusau the
state capital and Maradun.

~As at the time of filing
this report, the two towns
have been in total darkness
for seven days.

Some residents have
blamed the District Manager
of NEPA in Gusau, Mr. T.
Sama, of sabotage by
refusm? to complain to the
national headquarters of the
authority over the situation.

Respondents who spoke
to our reporter in Maradun,
Gusau and Talata-Mafara on
the December 31, deadline to
end power outages in the
country alleged that itwas a
R‘0|Itlca| gimmick by both

EPA and the president
himself to cover-up their
inquiries with regard to
ensuring hitch-free power
supplr in the country.

Alhaji Yahaya Mai-Mai
Maradun, the Managing
Director of Yahaya
Petroleum, Maradun and
proprietor of an Arabic
School all in Maradun stated
that “the power supply
situation in the town was
becoming  unbearable,
because for the past seven to
ten days, hardly have we
been supplied electricity for
more than four hours.”

Similarly, — Alhgji
Maiharaji Altine, ajoumalist
with The Path newspaper in
Zamfara State, told our
correspondent that “the issue
of maintaining NEPA as a

From Salisu Zakari Maradun. in Gusau
public utility is just like a

suppl?/ in Gusau“nd 6wise because for the past
amfar

two decades, the power
supply situation in the
country has always been
deteriorating under all the
administrations we had in the
past 20 years.”

Also, one Malam Yunusa
who owns a shop along
Ahmadu Bello Way, Gusau,
decried the frequent power
failure, which he said led to
the downfall of his business.

Malam Yunusa also
explained further that around
August to October 2001, he
used to earn between N 1,500
to N2,000, “but now with
this unbearable situation, of

December 31,2001

n its bid to meet the
‘ Presidential deadline to

improve electricity supply in

the country, the National
Electric Power Authority
(NEPA) has sent a team of
engineers to install new
transformers in Kano State.
The engineers are also
expected to reactivate old
transformers.

Governor Rabi’'u Musa
Kwankwaso of Kano State
that he had already met with
the team of engineers who
had taken a tour of the state
with a view to assessing the
situation.

Governor Kwankwaso
who was add_re_ssmé} top
government officials during
an end-of Ramadan
breakfast held at the
Government House, Kano,
expressed optimism that the
people of the state,
especially Kano city would
s00n en]oyI uninterrupted

ower supply.

F_) M_eg_pr%lwhil_e,

mvestlﬁatlons by Business
Day show that there are
improvements in power
supply since the Ramadan
fasting commenced in Kano
unlike before the fasting
period when it was erratic.

~ Despite these noticeable
improvements, some areas
like Kurnar-Asabe,
Bachirawa and Rijiyar Lemu
areas have consistently
witnessed unstable power

supply.

Myalam Nasir Bala
Mohammed who lives in
Bachirawa  said that
“improvements in electricity
supply in the area was
nothing to write home

A instals el
transformers in

DailvAFATrust
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NEPA 1 hardly earn more
than N200 a day,” he
claimed. _
Anather respondent in
Talata-Mafara town, Alhaji
Na Ige Soso, a grmdlng
machine operator expresse
fears over what he described
as “grpmlses and lies.”
aid he: “It is easy to
make a promise, but difficult
to fulfil. This is what is now
between us and Mr.
President. We have been
hearing this for the past
many ~months, infact
immediately he (Mr,
President) came to power he
promised that NEPA’s
problems will be solved. But
until to now, there is no sign

dNo

From Jamilah N. M.usa and
Yusha'u A. Ibrahim, in Kano
about. ,

According to  him,
residents of the area are still
bedevilled by low current of
electricity supply.

Some other respondents
who spoke to our reporters
are, however, full of praise
for NEPA.

Malam Ado. who is a
welder in G|g|n?]/u Quarters
said that there was
improvement in business
activities in Giginyu area
“because of the relatively
stable power supply.”

Also, Malam Abdul-
Hameed Baffa Adamu, a
tailor in Badarawa Quarters
said his embroidery work has
been enhanced with the
recent uninterrupted power

supply.

IOI[Malam Kabiru Sani, a
banker living in Tudun
Maliki, was however
skeptical about NEPA’s
performance.

Murtaia Aliyu, Power & Steel Minister of Slate.

Thusday, December 13, 2001

AN CDREDRAKD

SALEOFKITCHEN EQUIPMENT

The Nigeria Deposit Insurance C_or?oratmn wishes to invite offers from
interested members of the public for the sale of jts_Ultra Modern
Industrial Kitchen Equipment installed at its Head Office located at
Plots 447/448, Constitution Avenue, Central Business District, Abuja.

The equipment on offer axe as listed hereunder-

1 2No. 1000kg capacity gas tanks 19 2 No. Mareno deep fat

equipment fryers

2 1No. 33in3 Misa walk in cold 20 2 No. Ariston electrical
room including door/ floor light water
and refrigerator

3 1 No. 36.45mJ Misa walk in 2L 1 No. Hobart meat
freezer including door / floor Mincer

light and refrigerator equipment
4 1 No. refrigerating unit / 22

_ 1 No. Joko cutting block
compressor for walk in freezer

5 1 No. refrigerating unit /23 1 No. Mareno hot

compressor forcold room cupboard with plain top

6 1 No. Elframo dish washing 24 2 No. Mareno hot

machine with ventilation hood cuphoards  with  bain
marie

72 No. Mareno electrical range 25 3 No.  refrigerated

with ovens (4 burners each)

counters with tray slides
8 1 No, Mareno eight burner has 26

3 No. Mareno stainless

range steel feeding table
9 4 No Mareno refrigerators 27 1No. rinsing spray unit
10 2 No. Mareno stainless steel 28 1 No. stainless steel
tables with under-shelvcs receivinlg t3ble  with
overshelf for basket, cups

and glasses

2 No. Mareno stainless
steel sink units

2 No. stainless steel tables
with under-shelves and

rrr |3 No Mareno pot wash sink 29
v | UNS
12 1 No, Hobart mixing machine 30

S drawers
[l 'n 1 INo. Moretti Fomi baking oven 1hN|(]3. stainless steel wall
she

| 14 2 No. Mareno boiling pans 1323 No. stainless steel
hoods with light and filter
| 1 No. Hobart Potato peeler 33 2 No. Mareno baking

13 _ tahles
16 1No. Aurea veP_etabIe mill 34 4 No. stainless steel tables
17 1'No. Sirman slicer 35 4 No. shelving units with

4 shelves
6 No. Aluminium pots of
varying sizes

18 1 No. Mareno electrical frying 36
tahic

INSPgCNON:

The items will be available for inspection at NDIC Head Office, buiIdinP between 10,00am
and 4.00pm on Tuesdazys and Thursdays only, from now until the cfose of the bidding
penod, on28* January 2002. N

BIDDING PROCEDURE: r

1} Bidding forms can be obtained upon payment of a N 10,000 non-refundable bid
fee from the office of:

The Director of Administration
Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation,
Plots 447/448 Construction Avenue,
Centra! Business District,

Abuja.

2) Only offers on duly completed bidding forms will be considered.

S All completed bid forms should be returned in a sealed envelope marked
m8(D FOR KITCHEN EQUIPMENT" and addressed to:

The Secretary

Major Tenders Board. _
Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation,
Plots 447/448 Constitution Avenue,
Central Business District,

Abuja.

and delivered to the office of the Director of Administration before 12.00 noon on 28"
January 2002. Any bid received after the closing time will not be considered.

4) Bids will be opened at the 4th Floor Conference Hall of the Office building b
3.00pm mi the closing date (28* January 2002). All bidders are invited to attend

5) A single buyer lor the whole lot will be given first consideration.

Si%]ed:
MANAGEMENT
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Nigerian Stock Deallné; ) Nigerian Stock Dealing ; d
Price List as atyesterday (19/12/ 0 Gainers/Losers as atyesterday 19 12/2001)
OPENING CLOSING Gainers
COMPANY PRICE PRICE CHANGE DEALS VOLUME VALUE COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE
TUP 4.85 5.09 0.24 13 25,324 127,673.16 UNIPETROL 51.00 52.50 150
ABOSELAB 0.72 0.72 0.00 1 4,000 2,880.00 JBERGER 42.90 44.00 1.10
ACCESSBANK 130 130 0.00 1 1,000 1,300.00 WAPCO 2190 2250 0.60
AFPRINT 0.80 0.79 0.01 2 9686418  7,55407.29 MOBIL 65.00 65.50 0.50
AFRIBANK 8.12 8.72 0.00 31 283,795  2,474,110.92 DNMEYER 10.00 1050 0.50
AGIP 3400 3260 1.40 43 154790 5,199,244.54 ASHAKACEM 29.05 2950 0.44
ALEX 2.80 2.80 , 0.00 3 3,291 9,214.80 7UP 4.85 5.09 0.24
ALUMACO 084 084 0.00 1 692 581.28 UACN 367 363 016
AMICABLE 050 052 002 52,001,700 1,051,284.00 CFAO 334 349 015
AP 1934 1934 0.0 I 16663 32226242 UPL 379 31 03
ASHAKACEM 2206 2250 0.4 18 57328 131020800  EKOBANK 2% 235 011
BAICO 0.71 0.71 0.00 1 200 142.00 SCOA 2'50 2I60 0'10
, BATA 0.38 0.38 0.00 1 5,000 1,900.00 LASACO 1‘ 5) 1'59 0'07
BCC 4.79 4.79 0.00 2 4,000 19,160.00 CORNERST 1'35 1'41 0I06
BERGER 2.12 2.711 0.01 7 6,199 16,447.40 MANNYBANK 1'25 1'30 0'05
BLACKWOOD 0.78 0.78 0.00 3 1,087 847.86 FSB 8I50 8'55 0'05
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By buying either a Starter Pack or a SIM Pack, you get
the charts of winning any of theSe fantastic prizes.
more, your phone number is your ticket to the draw, sol
it. Watch out in newspapers, on radio and television for 1

winning numbers.
Draw Dates

1st draw-ZOth December 2001.
2nd draw-Zrd January 2002.
3rd draw-Hth January, 2002.
4th draw-1st February, 2002.
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Katagum Zone ofthe PDP helda reconciliation meeting recently. Plctureshows Senator Mohammed Bashir Mustapha, representing
Katagum Senatortal dlstrlct (I), Ambassador Jibrin D. Chinade (

etln

recently assented to
by the president
controversy, the president of
the Nl%erla Labour Congress
Oshiomhole, has asked the
Senate to quickly amend the

A s the Electoral Act
continues

(NLC), Comrade Adams

Act.

The NLC president, who
was speaking during the
investiture of the Senate
President, Chief Anyim Pius
Anyim, as Grand Patron of
the Society for International
Development, Abuja chapter,
Monday night, said it was
not too late to expunge the
contentious clause.

He described the process
of passing the bill as similar
to the signing of decrees by
militar governments adding

thatM Nigegan pegp
M uslims in the

country have
again been urged

themselves irrespective of

sectarian differences.

The Chief Imam of the
Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud
Gumi Juma’at Mosque, who
gave the advice at the Eid
praying ground, said “if there
IS 10 unity among the Mus-

lims, there is little that they
can achieve.”

to work for unity

According to the Sheikh.'

By Ikenne Emeka Okpani

should have been allowed to
make inputs.

According to Comrade
Oshiomhole, unless the act

to generatamended, the president

and members of the National
Assembly will forever be
remembered for enshrining
one party system in the
country.

“History will be harsh on
the Senate and they will
always be hunted by crisis
of Ieg|t|macy] throughout
their tenure,” he said.

The NLC president
dismissed as a
misconception the idea that
Nigeria was experimenting
demaocracy, pointing out that
democracy  has  no
alternative.

“Itis rlsky to experiment
with 120 milfion people,” he
said, adding that for

democracy to succad in

mUmma urged

From Salisu Zakari

Maradun, in Gusau

‘Bverything is possible if

ngs unity, but without
unity, no single goal can be
achieved.”

Commenting on the
progress of the Sharia legal
system in the state, the
Sheikh maintained that
deSﬁIte the initial progress “a
lot has to be done.”

The chieflmamexplained
that since the |mp|ementat|on

m) who hosted the meeting, and Alhaji Kanlaha Aliyu after the

105 Senate t amend

Nigeria, government should
be able to build consensus
among interest grouEs.

Inhis own speech at the
occasion, a notable
economist, Prof. Dotun
Philips, charged the Federal
Government to encourage
productivity through an
acceptable wage system.

In his reaction, the
Senate President, Chief

ImradeAdams Osthole

be effective when the people
aresuffering, “lam calling on
the government to ensure the
provision ofall social ameni-
ties to the people. People
need to eat. This is a fact of
life.”

The Sheikh also advised
the nation’s leaders to shun
dishonesty in their day-to-
day dealings, as everyone of
them will give an account of
his stewardship in the here-

oftfielslarnic legal code can’t " aTtcrbefore Allah,

Anyim said the Electoral Act
was passed by the Senate in
order to protect democracy
in the country.

The  Society  for
International Development
with headquarters in Rome
was established in 1957. It
seeks, among other things,
to promote international
dialogues, understanding
and co-operation for social
and economic development.
The Abuja chapter is chaired
by Prof. Jerry Gana, the
Minister of Information and
Nat|o[al OrJentathn

Clerlc 10ent
QIOU (136

e Bishop of the
T Anglican Diocese,

Maiduguri, Rev.
Emmanuel Kanamani, has
blamed lack of effective
communication as the cause
of ethnic and religious cri-
ses in the country.

Speaking at an end-of-
year press briefing,
Kanamani lamented the way
people living together for
years could so easily
descend to killing one
another, saying “these
crises could not have
happened if dialogue is
employed." .

Citing the Tiv-Jukun
crisis as a “bad pointer for
peaceful co-existence in
Nigeria,” Bishop Kanamani
appealed to the Federal
Government to quickly take
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acked workers

160U

mem Qe chairman of
industrial unions
operating in Lagos

D0t

From Bamgboye Adelanwa.
In Lagos

in Lagos State or why the

delay? Afterall the court is

the Iast hope of the common

State, Mr. Ayodele Akeld8ag,” Akele said.

about 158 others Tuesday,
stormed the Lagos State
High Court premises (lkeja
Division) protesting the
undue delay in the trial of
their case.

But in a swift reaction,
the Head, Public Relations
and Protocol, Lagos State
Judiciary, Mr.  Wasiu
Oluseye, described the ag-
grieved workers” action as
“Unexpected and embarrass-
ing to the state judiciary.”

The aggrieved 159 ex-
staff of the Lagos State
government had gone to the
court for redress in a suit No
[D/407/2001  seeking
reabsorbment.

A press statement dated
December 18,2001, acopy of
which was made available to
Daily Trust during the
peaceful protest, and signed
by Ayodele Akele, stated
that they went to court with
the firm beliefthat “we will
not only get justice, but that
justice will also not be
delayed or frustrated.”

According to him, the
case has suffered nine
adjournments adding that the
trial judge did not show up
atall on November 30,2001,
when the judge, Justice
Huphonu Wusu, was to give
his ruling on a preliminary
objection on jurisdiction
raised by the Lagos State
government.

“Why can’t we get Justice

165 cause of

From Abdullahi Bego,
in Maiduguri

“decisive and impartial” ac
tion in the nation’s troubled
spots to avoid “another ex-
plosion of hostilities.”

The Anglican Bishop,
who denounced calls by
some individuals for a sec-
ond Biafra, said statements
alluding seccession from the
country have “grave conse-
quences”.

He, therefore, called on
the government to take such
utterances “very seriously”
and to apprehend and charge
sane persons threatening the
unity of the country for trea-
son.

Kanamani also called on
all Nigerians, irrespective of
religious inclination to con-
tinue to pray for the peace
and progress of the country.

He added that there is
cause to worry because the
way the case is going is
laying credence to some
assertions allegedly made by
some senior officials of the
Lagos State government to
the effect that the aggrieved
workers will be frustrated
with adjournments.

Reacting to Mr. Akele’s
press statement, Oluseye

* Said the matter on which Mr.

Akele addressed the press
was pending before a law
court and at a ruling stage.

According to him, “the
matter was neither fixed for
today nor did it appear on
the cause list.”

“the trial judge has
adjourned the matter, just like
others, for ruling and has not
communicated a date for the
ruling to the parties
conc ned,” Oluseye sa|d

i

awcttm

From Jamllah Nuhu Musa

and Yushau Adam [brahim,
In Kano

he Emir of Kano,

Alhaji Ado Bayero,

has sent  his

condolences to the

government and people of

Kano State over the recent

cholera outbreak that
claimed many lives.

.The emir, who expressed
his sympathy in his Sallah
messa?( e to the people at
Kofar Kwaru ground in the
city, prayed for the souls of
those who died during the
epidemic and urged Muslims
to pray against future
occurrence of the disease.

Alhaji Ado Bayero
further called on the state
and local government
councils to intensify efforts
in the provision of basic
amenities such as potable
water in order to forestall
preventable deaths.

Earlier in his speech, the
Chieflmam of Kano, Alhaji
|dris Kuliya Alkali, called on
Muslims to imbibe the
lessons of the Ramadan and
continue praying for
national peace.

Meanwhile, Daily Trust
mvestqatlons have revealed
that lull in business
following the Sallah
celebrations is over as
commercial activities have
resumed in full swing.
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aduna

overnor  Ahmed

Mohammed Makarfi

of Kaduna State, has
said his government will
continue to support the
newly created chiefdoms and
districts despite the state’s
lean resources.

Makarfi, who made the
commitment in his Sallah
message to the people of the
state "Tuesday, said the
government placed high
prem'ium on traditional
Institutions in view'of their
enormous contribution to
restoration of peace.

He said the government

From Ibrahrm Dan Halilu,
Kaduna
would in this re?ard build
befitting palaces for each of
the newly coronated chiefs
and district heads to enable
them settle down to work.
The Governor also
revealed plans to build a
conference centre for the
Emirs and Chigfs in the state,
where they will be holding
regular meetrn%y/|
Governor Makarfi, who
spoke at length on the need
for peaceful ‘co-existence in
the state, at the Emir of

Community leader calls
for religious tolerance

he Chairman, Northern
Communities in the
Eastern States, Alhaji
called for religious tolerance
between Christian and Mus-
lim faithfuls in the overall in-
terest of national peace and
stability.

Alhaji Kwande who made
the call in Port Harcourt, the
Rivers State capital, pornted
out that it was God who put
both Christians and Muslims
in Nigeria, adding that since
God In His infinite mercy has
brought us together, let us
strive to live in peace and har-
monious coexistence.”

TheNorthern leader at-
tributed the cordial relation-
ship between Muslims and
Christians in Rivers State to
the exemplary leadershi 6)
the state Governor, PcterOdili

and his team.

Alhaji Kwande, therefore,

Mohammed Al Kwande,

called on rehfgrous groups in

other parts of the country to
row a leaf from the Rivers
mple.

The chairman further
called on youths in the area
to continue channelling their
energies into hbeneficial
projects instead of perpetrat-
Ing acts capable ofendanger-
ing public peace as obtains
in other parts of the Niger
Delta.

the Benue State

GovernorA
IMPOr
chapter of the Nige-

A rian Legion

commenced their Annual
Three-week Armed Forces
Remembrance Day: the State
Governor, Mr. George Akume
has stressed for iscipline
and purposefulness, espe-

Panel to probe students rampage

ollowing the recent

the Government Sec-

F

Gov. Dariye
Riyom, ‘in Plateau State, a

seven-member committee
has been constituted to in-
vestiFate the circumstances
that led to the crisis.

The committee, which
has a week within which to
submit its report, has Mr,
Z.T. Bentus, the Inspector of
Statistics from Barikin Ladi
zone as Chairman and the
Vice Principal (Administra-
tion) of the school, Mr.
Hworo John as Secretary.

Other members of the

students rampage at
ondary School, (G smongovernment

| From Buliari Bello, in Jos j

cation Secretary, Riyom lo-
Mrs.

chung Majaki, Direc-
tor of Works of the local
government, Mr. Gambo
Idris, the School’s PTA
Chairman, Mr. David Tok
Sele.

The rest are Mr. Musa
Chuwang Botfang, Principal
G.S.S. Rahossand, Mr.
Emmanuel Damboyi of the

Nigerian Standard
Newsﬁa per.
The committee has as its

terms of reference, to
uncover the remote and im-
mediate causes of the
rampage and the motive
behind the attempted murder
of the principal.

It is also expected to
identify the students di-
rectly or indirectly involved
in the rampage and ascer-
tain the extent of damage to
property as well as to sug-
gest ways of Breventrng
such uprising by the stu
dents in the future.

Meanwhile, all SS3 stu-
dents of the school have
been directed to report to

committee include the Edu- Jhe”schooHmmedia”®

Dleclges s

Zazzau’s palac sald peace
meetings  would
faclhtatedb government
fortradltrona rulers to meet
quarterly to discuss areas
of conflict, adding that the
meeting will also encouralgle
exchange of visits b
traditional rulers in order to
promote understanding of
one another’s culture and
traditions.

In a related
development, a renowned
Islamic scholar has called
on Muslims to use their
votes in the forthcomin
elections to enthrone God-
fearing and selfless people
as their leaders.

Sheikh Yusuf Sambo
Rigachukum, who made the

Gov. Ahmed Makarfi

UMme Stl‘(iSSGS
dnce 0

[SCipling

From Mike Elaigwu, in
Makurdi
daily now that Benue State
is undergoing a period of
trial.

Akume, who made the
appeal durlng the launching
of Armed Forces Remem-
brance Emblem at the
Ibrahim Babangida Square.
Makurdi, also called on the
general pubhc to support
the families of those that
sacrificed their lives for the
nation’s corporate unity.

The governor com-
menced the ex-servicemen's
level of discipline inspite of
unnecessary provocations
arising from the ethnic
cleansing of Tiv people
from Nasarawa and Taraba
states.

In his remarks, the state
Chairman of Legron ofex-
servicemen, Benue State
chapter, Col. Ochogu rtd)
called on the Federal
ernment towithdraw all m|I|
tary personnel from Benue
State as the ﬁeace has now
returned to the areas in dis-
pute.

Gov. Akume

Trust

Ortiot

allppeal in a sermon during the
d-Fitr prayer in Kaduna,
warned elected office holders
not to take Nigerian electorate
for granted, pointing out that
“thtey have now been
enlightened  and  can
distinguish between good and
bad leaders.”

“If you think you can get
elected to a mass wealth,
expepgive cars, build mansions

and spend lavishly, let me

warn you that this era is over,

as Nigerians can identify a
ood” leader  Shei h
igachukum warned.

He called on government
to shelve its” plan for
increasing the price of
petroleum products,
Stressing that the increase
would onl worsen the harsh

Page 19

totraditional Institution

already in,

Instead, the scholar ar(_1ued
government should ook
inward for solutions to the
nation’s economic problems
rather than relying on the
West for solution.

He warned of the dire
consequences of increasing
the prices of fuel, which hg
said was not in the interest
of the nation and its people.

SCession threat sho up!

bo Forum tells - Ojukwu

e Odenigho Forum, a
pan-lgbo cultural asso-
ciation has advised the

Ilkemba ~ Nnewi,  Chief
Odumegwu Ojukwu, to stop
making ‘unguarded comments
on sensitive issues that can
throw the nation into crisis.
National President of the
Forum, Chief Martin Okeke,
who gave the advice yesterday
in Abuja, while speaking to
newsmen on the dangers posed
to national stability by advo-
cates of secession counselled
the ex-Biafran leader to commit
his energies to more productive
projects.
iIs words: “Secession ad-
vocates are people who have
little or no respect for the good
people of this country. They
arethe worst enemies ofdemoc-

Bv Emmanuel Ande

racy and they hate the peace
We now enjoy.

“It is carelessness to talk
of secession in a democratic
government that cares so
much for |tstpeo le. Itis lack
o concern for the future of
the societ

The denrg{ 0 presldent
said if those talking about se-
cession have forgotten the
%nrave damages vrsrted on

errf)eope in the Past they
should calculate harm
their recklessness would
bring to the innocent masses.

Mr. Okeke said further
that it is sad when elders like
Ojukwu should be discussing
the way forward, they are
busy advocating for war,

‘It is senseless for an.

fSIEPS,

elder statesman and tradi-
tional title holder like Chief
Ojukwu to be engineering
youths who are striiggling to
survive to engage in'tnprof-
itabe ventures

[twas th esame Oj[UkWU
who_pushed Igbos into the
1967- 70 senseless civil war
that is out again to foment
another trouble at the detri-
ment of the Igbo youths.”

Mr. Okeke queried that if
the. Igbos could not win the
civil war in the 60s, what was
the guarantee that they
would win now that Niger-
1a’s military is more sophisti-
cated.

Commenting on the issue
of lgho marginalisation, the
Odenigha President said, it
was a thing of the past as
this government Is now very
fair o them.

NATIONAL ELECTRIC POWER AUTHORITY

FLELIC NOTICC

VICE PRESIDENT TO COMMISSION ABUJA POWER STATION

ON FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER

he-Management of the National Electric

Power Authority wishes to inform all

Invited guests that the earlier postponed
commissioning ceremony of the 15 Megawatts
Abuja Emergency Power Station will now take
pIace on Friday Z1 December at 9:00 a.m.

The Ceremony

Excellency

will_be

_ “performed b
thé Vice President of the

His
ederal

Republic ofNigeria ATIKU ABUBAKAR.

Venue remains the same:
Company Site GARKI 11 (Sharp Corner)

Abuja.

Geometric

All Guests are expected to be seated by 8:00 a.m.
Flease be punctual.

""Signed
Management,
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NATIONAL H ECTRCRONRAUTHRITY
PURIIC NOTICE

A&JJAﬁE[SAIé,UEFO/\ER

His Excellency, Vice President

ATIKU ABUBAKAR

Commissions the 15 Megawatts
Abuja Emergency Power Station

Dole: Friday, 21 December 2001

Venue: Geometric Company Site, .
Garki Il (Sharp Cofner) Abuja.

Time:  9:00 am Prompt.,

| he Project built by indigenous expertise ofa teamofEngineer from the Geometric Power

and Renatech International IXC, is part of several concerted efforts by the Federal
Government to uplift the lot of Nigerians through steady supply ofelectricity in the country.

As NEPA continues totake giant strides and remains on course toachieve Mr. President’s mandate
0f4000MW by December31,2001 history is again about to Femade.

Takea look atour most recent successes:

e On Friday, 7 December, Two Units -ST4 and STY* - at the Lagos Thermal Station,
Egbin which had been out of service for over 10 years were recoinmissioned to the
national grid with a combined total ouptit of 440MW. Today, all six units at the
Egbin Power Station are working full blast, thanks to he unparalleled commitment

of Mr. President.

e On Monday, 10 December 2001 His Excellency the President Olusegun Obasanjo
performed the first firing of the 2x138 MW Afam V Power Station at Afarn, near Port

Harcourt in Rivers State.
More power generating units from our various power stations across the country will soon
come onstream again to beefup supply

L T hin g a & uom g e ttin g fte ttv .

Come iness epoch-making event,
To God be the Glory

Signed: Management

IDEM  F" % "5

— rr --r
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PUBLICNOTICE I

I,ALH. IBRAHIM DAWAKIQF No.
34, Umaru Muhammadu Road,
Sokoto, do hereby declare the lost of
my Certificate of Occupancy, Plot
No.139 KATAMPE EXTENSION
FCT/ABJ/SO.1417  which |
discovered missing. Please ifitis sold
to anyone or in possession ofanyaone,
he should bear in_mind that it is a
stolen property. The Person who
bought or in possession should
surrender itto the departmentof Land
& Survey administration, MFCT,
Failure to comply will attract legal
action against the holder now or in
the future, when he comes up to make
claims.

SIGNED
ABUBAKAR SHAABAN
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* narenewed effort to rid
the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) of illegal

structures and correct some

errors in its masterplan, the

Federal Ministry of Works

and Housing headquarters

located in Mabushi, an

Abuja suburb, has been

earmarked for demolition.

The Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Federal
Cagital Territory (MFCT), Dr.
Babangida Aliyu, disclosed
this while addressing
directors of the ministry.

Aliyu said President
Obasanjo had directed the
ministry to demolish all
illegal structures in the FCT
and the Works and Housing
ministry’s buildings are part
of the structures that would
not survive the demolition
exercise.

He pointed out that the
buildings ~ would  be
demolished because they are
not in line with the
masterplan ofthe FCT.

|t would be recalled that
when President Obasanjo
recently visited Julius Berger
Pic during his tour of the
FCT, he directed the firm to
demolish any structure that

By Emmanuel Ande

obstructed their
construction of a ring road
from Aso Radio FM junction
to Garki, stressing that no
compensation would be
made in that regard.

The president said it
would be wrong to continue
with past mistakes, saying, it
was time to tell those
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adding, “we’ll tell them no,
no, otherwise people will
destroy the city.

“We will do what is good
for this country. | am not
going to pay for corruption,”
the president declared.

Despite appeals by the
Permanent Secretary, Dr.
Babangida Alii/]u, that
compensation should be
considered for those who
were legally allocated plots of
land at wrong sites, President

cor_aréd that_'F all over, ObasarI'anEE@tthat there

efuse bins in several
parts of Wuse in the
Abuja city centre are
begging for clearing.
gg d%ive round tige district
by Abuja Trust yesterday
showed that many bins in
Mombassa Street in Zone 5,
Gabes Street in Zone 2,
Lusaka and Mbabane Streets
in Zone 6, Bissau Street, and
Makeni, all in zone 6, a street
opposite the only primary
school in Zone 2, and those
just in front of the FRSC
office in Zone 2, to mention a
few, are overdue for
collection.
The overfilled refuse bins
have defaced affected parts

By Austine Odo and
Hammeed M. Bello

overfilled and appear totfhe district, hitherto noted

for its relative cleanliness,
when compared to the
suburbs. This is giving many
residents a cause for worry,
even as they believe that the
agency responsible for
refuse collection in the city
may have already started the
Christmas holiday.

But residents who spoke
to Abuja Trust said the trend
has not just started, as they
said they were used to the
uqt!g 3|%ht of overfilled
rubbish bins staring at their
dinning tables.

would be no compensation.
Abuja Trust gathered
that the location of the
Federal Ministry of Works
and Housing in Mabushi is
an abuse of the masterplan,
since the place was not
meant for such structures.
It was further learnt that
serious plans are going on
in the Ministry to get
temporary places for it staff
whose offices will be
affected by the demolition

Abuja

“This is part ofus now,”
Flora, aresident of Yauonde
in Zone 6, told Abuja Trust
yesterday, “it is no longer
strange, when they want to
clear 1t, let them clear it, if
they don’t, we don’t, we've
got nothing to do.”

~ Apart from the ugly
sight, rats and birds scatter
the overfilled refuse across
the  roads, thereby
increasing the risk of
obstruction of traffic aswell
as environmental danger.

Fourteen  year-old
Angela Nebua who lives in
Wuse zone 4, told Abuja
Trust that her daddy’s dog
last week brought home a
dead hen from one of the

ISstry headquarters to be

Engr. Abba-Gana.
FCT Minister.

roads

heaps of refuse and kept itin
their kitchen, where she
mistook it for part of the
evening meal.

“I boiled water and
peeled off :he feathers
thinking it was the type
mummy used o bring home
for dinner. Whenmy mummy
saw itshe threw itaway. She
gave_ Murphy, our dog, a

eating for brlngmg it
home.” Argela told Abuja
Trust yesterday. _

Elsewhere in the city,
residents of the satellite
town of Kubwa are
complaining about the heaps
of refuse, which continue to
build up even as occasional
efforts are made to clear them
by the Bwari Area Council.

‘Worst hit are the NYSC
Orientation Camp junction,
Kubwa village market road,
Biazin junction and phase
three junction.

Apart from household
rubbish and wastes that litter
the areas, children and adults
who lack toilets in their
homes go to the refuse hills
at night to defecate.

In Dutse Alhaji, the
haphazard nature of the
streets, and the absence of
ﬁroper sanitary facilities,

ave made the settlement
rough and rugged.

Used table water packs,
banana and orange peels
compete withpedestrians on
major streets in Dutse-Alhaji.

- Last week, Abuja Trust
sighted a caterpillar and a
tipper evacuating refuse on
Kubwa express junction.

\ The mission of the
evacuators could not he
readily ascertained as their
vehicle departed before
Abuja Trust got to the spot.

However, itwas gathered
from those they left behind
that the evacuation might not
be unconnected with the on-
going rehabilitation ofroads

—m'PrtilTOAATMITATNTON
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hortage 0T commuter
buses has hit Abuja
following the

By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

HS shortage hits
U]

had resulted in the shortage
of commuter buses in the
metropolis.

diversion of commercial According to him, the

buses by drivers to long
distance Journeys for people
travelling for the Christmas
celebrations.

In most motor parks,
commuters were seen
waiting endlesst> to board
buses to their respective
destinations.

A driver who spoke to
Abuja Trust exPIained that
many of his colleagues had
diverted their buses for long
distance journeys, especially
to the eastern part of the
counrv.

“Moreover, those who
have not put their vehicles
for long distance journeys
are in the mechanic shops
trying to put them in shape
for such journeys,” he said.

The situation, he said,

shortage will not be adverse
as- most residents of Abuja
are travelling for the
celebrations.

A Bassenger who spoke
witfi Abuja Trust atone ofthe
bus stops in Zone 4
complained  of non-
availability of buses to take
people to work.

“Usually we don’t spend
up to five minutes to pick a
bus here but since this week,
one spends more than 20
minutes here,” she said.

Meanwhile, the
development is favouring
taxicab operators, especially
those who operate drop
services. One ofthem said he
makes as much as N2,500 to
If\l3|,000 daily, after buying
Uel.

Lugbe estate residents
decry power outages

he Abuja Municipal

Area Council
_(AMAC% new
housing estate, Lugbe

Residents Association has
decried the incessant power
outages being experienced in
the estate due to the siting
of anindustry in the estate.

The protest by the
residents was contained ina
letter presented to the
Council by the association
chairman, Mr. Omotosho
Afolabi. on Tuesday on
behalfof the residents.

According to the letter
the associatioh requested
the council authorities to
orderthe immediate exit ofthe
fabricating industry from the
estate because if was the
genesis ofthe Fowe_r outages
and as the estate is not an
industrial one. _

The residents said the
estate had witnessed more
than three major blackouts
due to the acfivities of the
industry whose equipment
always ‘affect power supply
to the estate, and in most
cases, destroy the only
transformer and cause

Engr. Makoju,

nfpa 2L

. i tffe

By ‘Leke Adelere |

damages that could not be
rectified immediately and
throw the place " into
perpetual darkness.

A representative of the
Tobea Fabricating Industry
denied that the company is a
full fledged industry but a
small-scale  entérprise
contracted by the Estate
Managing Company in-
charge of the estate, to
fabricate windows and
doorframes needed in the
estate. _

He pleaded that if the
request of the residents is
%ranted, itmay be difficult for

im to operate from outside
as his services were dearly
required, judging the rate of
construction going on in the
estate. _

The Vice Chairman of
AMAC, Engr. Chris
Ekpunobi who stood in for
the chairman ordered the
Tobea Fabricating I_nd_ustrg
to leave the estate within 4
hours, failure of which the
safety of his equipment and
staff on site may not be
guaranteed as the company
may incur the wrath of the
estate residents.

Engr. Ekpunobi used the
occasion to inform the
residents that the council
was set to improve the
standard of facilities in the
estate  ranging  from
electricity transformer, good
road network, steady water
supply and the security
situation when allocation
system improves.

He therefore, urged the
residents to be vigilant,
conscious of their security
alwa_x{s and report any
activi }/of criminals noticed

sUife taalil-. ikilkc.
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Commercial vehicles

eMergen

s part of efforts to
end load shedding
in Abuja, sSNEPA

relieved,” lkwusaid.
He said efforts were being
made to ensure that

signed a third emergekegricity generated by the

power plant agreement on
Monday to generate
additional 20 megawatts
(MW%ofeIectricity.

The new plant, to be
installed by Aggreko Ltd.,
will be sited In the city’s
central area.

The first two plants,
capable ofgenerating 15MW
each, were sited at Katampe
and Garki.

NEPA’s General Manager
for  distribution  and
marketing in the Abuja zone,
Mr. Edward lkwu, told
newsmen in Abujayesterday
that the new Blant would be
inaugurated before the end
ofthe year. _

~NEPA ManaEmg
Director, Joseph Makoju
signed the agreement on
behalfofthe authority, while
Mr. Patrick Williams, the
Managing Director, signed
for Aggreko.

Ikwu said the emergency
Bower plants in Abuja

ecame necessary to ensure
stable power supply to high-
rise buildings and structures
such as Sheraton and Nicon
Hilton hotels and the Three-
Arms Zone, which regularly
host the nation’s giuests.

The dpower plants are
expected to complement
NEPA services to the city
until December 2002 when
the transmission lines from
Shiroro to Abuja will be
ready. o

“Once the Abuja-Shiroro
line is ready, Abuja will be
self-sufficient and all heavy

power plants was effectively
distributed  as  new
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the Area Opgjunction in Garki, Abuja. Allseem to be heading out

Abuja gets anot
DOWer

transformers had been
installed in the satellite
towns of the capital city.
The general manager
added that efforts would be
made to ensure that power

ftownfor thefestivities.
Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

[
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outages ended in Abuja this
month in consonance with
NEPA’s mandate to generate
4,000MW of electricity and
end power outages by
December™ L

Council chairman calls for dualisation
ofZuba-Lokoja road

he Chairman of Abaji
Area Council, Hon.
Hassan Sokodoho,

;

BvYakubuQzohu-Suieiman
accident on the road on

has called the attention o g ah da% “The Zuba-
wa

Federal Government to the
ur%ent need of dualising the
Zuba-Lokoja highway.

The chairman made the
call following a motor

Lokoja highway is one ofthe
busiest in the country. The
road passes through the
heart of Abajj.town, you all
know thig_and residential

Chief canvasses support for

Piwovi school

esidents of Piwoyi, an
Abuja suburb, have

Rbeen urged to

newly established Delight
International Nursery and
Primary School in the village.
ChiefJohn Gattamade the
call kt an end of year ﬁart){
organised by the schoo
management for the pupils
and their parents recently.
He said, the school néeds
the  cooperation  of
ever){bo_dy in the area to
enable it provide children
with the best education for
proper development.
According  to  him
parents, guardians and all
well meaning members ofthe
Piwayi community should
feel free to offer suggestions
on how the “school
management would achieve
its goals.
peaking  on the
occasion, the school’s Head
Teacher, Malam Hamed Jibril,

By Musa Badamasi &
Mihi Samuel
ensure prompt payment of
their wards’ school fees to
enable the school te progress

support the managementvathout much financial

problems.

He pointed out that the
school was presently facmg
problems of water an
electricity which Puplls need
for various elementary
experiments being taught in
the school. ,

According to him, all
hands are on deck to
com_{)_lete the school hall and
additional classrooms under
construction.

He said, arrangements
had been completed to
purchase a school bus that
would be used to convey
pupils to the school from
various points in Piwoyi
town.. _

_ Gifts and prizes were
given to outstanding pupils
after the presentation of
awards ~ to  various
personalities that graced the

dway»~"ceeagwn.-j'~~«j — ]

buildings are very close to it.

"Vehicles on the highwa
often engage in high speed,
and most of them maintain
such speed even when they
get to Abaji town Where
children “and  people
frequently cross the road.”

“In fact the road is the
magor link between the FCT
and the Southern part of the
counry. When President
Olusegun Obasanljo visited
Abaji Area council onthe 4h
of December, we seized the
opportunity to tender the
request for the dualisation of
the road and he did promise
to look into the case.”

The accident, which
occurred at about midday on
sallah day, the chairman said,
was an example of the
frequent phenomenon on the
road, mainly because of the
heavy human traffic and the
single-carriage nature of the
road. ,

According  to the
Assistant Area Commander,
FRSC, Abaji, Ibrahim Sarki
Abubakar, “People tend to
have diverted from Mokwa
road to this one when going
to the western or eastern
parts of the country. This
situation tends to increase
vehicle traffic on this road,
and that has been a magor
cause of accidents on the
road,” he said. Mr Ibrahim
Sarki also appealed to the
Federal Government to take
the dualisation of the Zuba-
Lokojahighway as,an urgent
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Although the Ramadan fast and Eid-elfitr celebrations have
come andgone, reminiscences oftheirpositive moral teachings
are stillfrésh in the minds of muslimfaithfuls. Yakubu Ozohi-

Suleiman ofAbu;f

significance of the

amadan, the ninth month
R of the Islamic year, has

Jjust been completed. It
was a holy month,for Muslims
across the world.

It was a month that brings
unique moral and spiritual
succour. In Ramadan, true
believers engage in Al-Sawm
(fasting).

Following the completion of
the fasting last Saturday, marking

the end ofAl-Sawm for the year,
Muslims from all walks of life
converged at various locations
across the world to say the Eid-
prayers and observe Sadgatu-
|I-Fitr (charity of fast breaking).

In Abuja, the Federal Capital
Territory, the festivity of the
completion of the month of
Ramadan was a great delight.
From the low to the high places,
people exchange social visits.

The Chieflmam ofAbaji at id-el-fitr prayer.

A congregation ofmuslims in Abaji during the Eid-el-fitrprayers.

Mallam Yaro Dangujig.

Pix: Yakubu Ozohu-Suleiman.

a Trust takes a look at the IE)edagoglc
estivals in this piece.

Read on.

Humanitarian services were
intensified, with children,
specifically made to feel
intensively the joy of parental
care, and indeed the care of
friends and well-wishers.

Forthe children, as far as last
Saturday was concerned, there
was no difference between boy
and girl; between man and
woman; between black and
white; between you and me;
between my parents and your
parents. Deep sense oftrustand
oneness took precedence.

Writing on the fasting during
the month of Ramadan, Hamuda
Abulati has this to say: “When
Islam introduced this matchless
institution, it planted an ever
growing tree of infinite virtue
and invaluable products.”

He elaborated on the spiritual
meaning of fasting: “It teaches
man the principle ofsincere love
because fasting is done out of
deep love for God, and only those
who lovers God knows really
what love is.

“Itequips man with a creative
sense of hope and an optimistic
outlook on life, because the man
who fasts is hoping to please
God. It imbues man with a
genuine virtue of effective
devotion, honest dedication and
closeness to God, because when
aman fasts, he does so for God

| Fitr

unselfishness, because when he
fasts, he feels the pains of
deprivation but endures patiently.
Truly, this deprivations may be
temporary, yet there is no doubt
that the experience makes him
realise the severe effects ofsuch
pains on others who may be poor.

It is an effective lesson in
applied moderation and will
power. The person who
observes his fasting properly is
certainly the man who can
discipline his passionate desires
and place himselfabove physical
temptations. Such is the man of
personality and character, will
power and determination.

It provides man with a
transparent soul to transcend. A
clear mind to think and a light
body to move and act.

Fasting equally sows man a
new way of wise savings and
sound budgeting. Because
normally when he eats less
quantity, he spends less money
and effort. It enables man to
master the art of mature
adaptability. We can easily
understand the point once we
realise that fasting makes man
changes the entire course of his
daily life. When he makes such
changes, he naturally adapts
himself to a new system and
moves along with it. Inthe long
run, this develops in him, awise
sense of adaptability and self-
created power to overcome the
unpredictable hardships of life.

Fasting grounds in man
discipline and healthy survival.
When a person observes the
reqular course; of fasting in

I N
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fasts, he feels that he is joinin
the whole society in observin
the same duty in the sam
manner, at the same time, for th
same motives and to the sam
end.

Fasting is a Godl
prescription for self-reassuranc
and self-control formaintenanc
of human dignity and freedor
for victory and peace, Hamud
concluded.

All these benefits require onl
abstaining “completely” fror
food, drinks, sexual intercours
and smoking at specifie
intervals during the month ¢
Ramadan. Utmost humilitj
patience and sincerity wit
extra-ordir.ary caution in the us
of the senses, the mind, th
tongue is also required.

Above all, the piety tha
becomes of the one wh
observes the rules abounds
again to one who, in the best o
his knowingness, observes th
rules.

Now, the month o f Ramadai
isover, the question that follow
is should such things as love fo
one, another, humility, patienc
and cautious use of our sense
and the moral uprightness whicl
fasting seeks to implantinusb
forsaken when the ninth montl
is completed?

Mallam Yaro Dangujig say
no. “The virtues that fasting am
indeed the holy month o
Ramadan seek to imbue in mai
are meant to stay. Even whei
the Ramadan month is ovei
fasting may not be over._ It cai
"ake place again and again fo

The virtues that fasting and
iIndeed the holy month ol
Ramadan seek to imbue In man
are meant to stay. Even when
the Ramadan month Is over,
fasting may not be over.

and for His sake alone.

“There is no mundane
authority to check man’s
behaviour or compel him to
observe the fasting. He keeps
it to please God and satisfy his
own conscience.” Fasting as a
result of this, Hamuda said,
cultivates in man a vigilant and
sound conscience.

Fasting enforces in man a
sense of patience and

consecutive days of the holy
month and in the holy months of
the consecutive years, he is
certainly applying vhimselfto a
high form of discipline and a
superb sense of order.

It originates in man the real
spiritofsocial belonging, o funity
and brotherhood, of equality
before God and before the law.
This spirit is the natural product
of the Fact that when a person

the same spiritual and mora
benefits. Fasting is, as a mate
offact, akey to the impossible.”

Lessons are  learnt
adaptations are made, piety .
built, and when the Ramadan i;
over, merriment follows bu
behold, every muslim shoulc
strive to fortify the piety he/sh(
had sought to build on completior
of the Ramadan month.
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News you can use

Useful address in Abuja

Emrpassms and H|gp Sommissions

SIN Embassy/Hi%h Commisio Telephone number
1 Australian High Commission 3A Boho street, off Gnaa Str. 4139910,4139911
o . NaltamaAbur]]a ,
2, British High Commission K/Io'tt364' Shehu Shagari Way, 413-2010/1
aitama
3 High Commission of Canada ﬁ/A %obo Street off Gana Str. 4139910
aitama
4, High Commission ofthe Gambia Plot 25 Ontario Crescent off 4138545-46
_ Mississi %)I, Maitama | \
5. Ghana High Embassy Plot 301 Olusegun Obasanjo Wa%
o - Area 10 Garki RO.Box 20252345184
6. Jamaica High Commission Plot 1317 A/B Zone offUdo 3148016
o o Udoma Crescent Asgkoro
1. Pakistani High Commission g\ff\&akubu Gowon Crescent, 3141650
sokoro
8 High Commission of Uganda OffGana Street, Maitama 4134828
9. High Commission ofZambia Plot 30, Lobito Crescent Wuse Il 4131256-8
10. High Commission of Zimbabwe Plot 2908 Enphrates Str. Off.
o . Aminu Kano Crescent Wuse Il 4137996,413-7554
1L South Africa High Commission Plot 676, Vaal Str. OffRhine Str.  523-3862:3246
_ OffIBB Way - Maitama .
12 Embassy ofBelgium Plot 67, MisSissippi Str. Maitama 4137930
3 Embassy of Beiin Republic Plot 2858 A Danube Street
(S)J%‘%B\;IVWay, Maitama PMB
use
14, Embassy ofthe Republic of Chad ,%AO,_Mississippi Street Plot 152 413-0751
aitama
15, Embassy of the Peoples Republic of China  Plot 343, Bamako Street, Wuse,  523-6105/6/7
16 Emb. ofthe Democratic RepublicofCongo  Plot 940 Azores Street, Off Aminu 4131107
Kano Crescent, Wuse Il
17, Embassy of Cuba Plot 1154, Danube Street, Off 1BB
Way Maitama , 41232149
18 Embassy of the Arab Rep. of Egypt Plot 1256 Off Amazon St Maitama 5232602
19 Embassy of France 32Udi Str. OffAso Drive, Maitama 5235506,5235501
International Agencies
Xvs%rlggr%agiiétrict United Nations Abuja Office,
Abuja A?m I [ronsi Street,
Economic Community of West African States E\)/If't eh%_Stsa_g?eray,
ECOWAS Secretariat, Plot 6 Yakubu Gowon Crescent Ak%jaama SLrict,
é&_gggggo%)lstnct, AbU. Assgciation of Foreign Diplomats in Abuja
Uganda High Commission 1 Kanyi Crescent, Maitarma, Abuja
E(%e?’? Bamako Street Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)

Wusze District, Abuja.

Tol: 09-523424-5 17 Ontario Crescent, O ff Missisipi Street Maitama - Abuja

Banks and other financial institutions

Access Bank Limited Co-operativeDevdopmentBank  Centre Point Mercha

MedifeHouse, Plot 2135 Limited
Herbert Marcaulay Way African International Bank 6,0g_bomqsoStreet,Area8 El%%o"sw-ltgpbertMarcaulay
Zone 6, Wuse Disfrict Limited Garki-Abuja Way
P.MB502 Abuja. Tel 09-523, 3 Oghomoso Street Tel09-2346130 Zone 5, Wuse -Abuja
91 Area 8_Garki P.M.B. 148 _ Tel 5238758
. . Abuja Tel 09.2342940-1 Bank ofthe North Pic
Afribank Nlﬁena_ Pic. Kaura Namoda Street Area 3 Eko Int’| Bank
Garki Branch Office & Allstates Trust Bank Gad Plot6181hjalaClose
onal Headquarters) Limited PO.Box7001 Area 8, Garki - Abuja
Kaura Namoda Street Plot 230, Suez Crescent Tel09-2341906 09-234712
bl QR e
adestral Zone A2 . road Ban imi
Tel 09-23‘4389% Zone 4, Wuse -Abuja Plot2104, Festival Road . %E?Etgeé eRd| n%?rrr]]kCLI(I)rsnelted
(i) AfribankPic Cash Point)  Nigerin Assurance Bark 10 BWB S5t anki A Gerki PMB 337
_ _ Igerian Assurance Ban rea 10, arkl Abuja Tel: 2346232-5
l\l\l/llg?tgrwg abllﬁgton ot (F;I%121|04,AFest|\1/8Igo_alng %buia 09-2344312 J
idanlsaArea 10, Gaiki el1:09- . Citibank Nigeria
Tel 09-523181 PMB 62,Abu6a 2344300,2344313 2, Yola Stree?, Area7,
Tel09-234190 Garki-Abllia

Tel: 09-2343225-6

Just arrived Abuja? Are you bothered about where to relax and organise yourself? Below are some ofthe hotels, suites

andguesthouseWe cjty, depending on t{e depth ofyqur pocket: =
here to stay in

Rate/Standard Room

Abuja
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Establishments

Supreme Court ofNigeria

Central Area District
Three Arms Zone
Abuja.

National Directorate of
Employment(NDE)
Plot 1529 Everist House
Nouakchott Street
Zone | Wuse District
P.M.B. 104 Abuja.

Pharmaceutical Research

Institute - ldu. P.M.B. 21
Abuja.
Tel:090-803219

Federal Urban Mass
TransitAgency

Plot 152 Tunis Street
OffBissau Road Zone 6.
Wuse - Abuja.

Tel: 09-5233286

Industrial Training Fund
(ITF)
Abuja

Nigeria Communication
Commission

Plot 19 Aguata Close
Garki Il - Ablg'a.

Tel: 09-2344589,2344592

News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN)

Benue Crescent, Area 1
Section 1, Garki

P .MoB. 7006, Abuja
Tel: 09-2341189,2344901

Voice of Nigeria (VON)
Area 3 Garki - Abuja

nt Tel:09-2343196,2344016

Plot 1498. Abidjan Street
Wuse Zone 3, Abuja.

National Youth Service Corps
(National Directorate) J.S.

arka Street,

OffFestival Road, Area 3
Garki,P.M.B. 138,Abuja
Tel: 09-2341465,2341438

Joint Admissions and

Matriculation Board (JAMB)

(National Secretariat)
Suleja Road. Bwari,
P.M.B. 189, Abuja
Tel: 09-5232747

Aluminiwn Smelter
Company ofNig. Ltd.
Plot 1265. Amazon Street

National Productivity Centre

National Automotive Council
4 Okeke Street, Area 2
Section 2

Garki. P.M.B. 320. Abuja

Tel: 09-2340994

Children and Women Hospital
Central Area District by
Airport Road, Abuja

Strategic Grains Reserve
Blk. I Manzini Street Zone 4
Wuse -Abuja

Tel: 09-5231217

National Library ofNigeria
(Headquarters)

Festival Road, Area 10, Garki
P.M.B. 1-Abuja

Tel: 09-2346773-4

User & Reference Library
Festival Road. Area 2
Section I. Garki -Abuja

Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC)
Head Office

Area Il -Garki
P.M.B. 198 Abuja
Tel: 09-2342917-8

Petroleum (Special) Trust
Fund (PTF)

Plot 802, Airport Road
Central Disrict Area
P.MB. 5007t, Abuja.

Nigerian Shippers Council
Shelter Plaza

Opposite Ibro Hotel

Zone 5, Wuse Abuja.

Tel: 09-5230653,5239026

Pipelines and Products
Marketing Company
Limited

(A Subsidiary ofNNPC)
Eket Close, Area 8 - Garki
P.M. 459, Abuja.

Securities Exchange
Commission

Plot 2001, Tafawa Balewa
Way, Area 7, Garki -Abuja
Tel: 09.2346272-3

T

Nigeria Education Bank
P.M.B. Il Garki Abuja
Tel: 09-5231059.5231704

National Agency for Drug &
Food Administration
Council (NAFDAC)

Plot 1057. lkeja Crescent
Area 2 Section 1, Garki
P.M.B. 5023 Abuja

Hotel/Guest House Address Maitama District, Abuja 1€l 09-2346380,2346405,
1 Duhu Guest Inn, Ltd. Plot 21/29, Ladi Kwali Wa}/, Zoned, Wuse  Tel: 09-5237265-6 2346406.
%. élmtanga Gﬁst Inn. IZbrah|m SgplAbgcf?ja Esst{a e,tWAuse Zaorée 4|,(_ National Marit
] i . e Guest Inn unguru Close, Off Jos Street, Area 3, Garki nati ational Maritime
N 1,000-N3.000 per night 4, NL)J/JI\_/IqteI NUJ National Secretariat, Area Il, Garki gg\t/'eﬂgalmsel:]gt%oum” Authority (NMA)
5 A Avision Hotel Plot 456, Kontagora Close, Area 3, Garki AreaIIPGarki Maritime Housg, Plot 1970
: : : Michael Okpara Street. Off
_ 1 Amana Suites Off Michael Okpara Street Zone 5, Wuse  P-M.B. 299, Abuja.
N3.000 - N5,000 per night % ég%vgrisnug;tﬁlsotel S:egtrgtlButsigessp I%is%rilct(,)gTesl:2 g%g%ﬁizgg Nigeria Airweys WJSbeet 'Xg{j@g'ay Way,
- ) uba Street, Zone 6, Tel: 09- -5 Area . :
4. Savannah Suite 3, Garki, Abuja. Tel: 09-2340090 Head Offce) Ogoomoso S Te 08 5251015
. . rea o, Larkl, . .
L Sheraton Hotel & Towers Maitama, Abuja FCT,, Tel: 09-52302325 P.M.B. 6 -Abuja. Nl(lzenan Mabile
2. Agura Hotel Area 10, Gark. Tel: 092341758 Tel: 09-2346218 Telecommunications Limited
N5,000 and above 3 Bolingo Hotel & Towers - Atea 10, Garki,Tek 09-2344701.00 Main Office: UTC Complex 3 M-Tel Stregt, OffAminu
MA - NiconHilton'  —— _ Maitama,-Abuja, Tel>06-413080)- —«— —— FestivalRoad « 1 Kano Crecsent, Wuse |l

~ Area 10, Garki, Abuja.

Abuja Tel: 090-409065
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(4) In this section:-
“offensive weapon or missile”
includes any cannon, gun, rifle,
carbine, revolver, pistol or any
other fire arm, bow and arrow,
spear, cutlass, knife, dagger,
axe, cudgel, or any other thing
caPabI.e of being used as an
oftensive weapon or missile,
including teargas, acid, and any
inflammable substance capable
ofmaurlnga erson.

CLAUSE 99 (1) No
political campaign or slogan
shall be tainted with abusive,
Ianquagq directly or indirectly
like ){to injure rellglou_s, ethnic,
tribal or sectional Teelings.

(2) Abusive, intemperate,
slanderous or base Ianguage or
insinuations or innuendoes
designedor likely to provoke
violent reaction or emotions
shallot be employed or used
in political campaigns.

(3) Places designed for
rellg!olus worship, palaces of
traditional rulers, army
formations or barracks, police
station, public offices and
educational institutions shall
not be used- .

(a) For political campaigns,
rallies and processions; or

(b) To promote, propagate
or attack political parties,
candidates or their programmes

or ideolgﬁies.

(4) Masquerades shall not
be employed or used by any
political party, candidate or
person during political
campaigns or for any other
political purpose.

(5) No political party or
member of a political party
shall retain, organise, train or
equip any person or group of
persons for the purpose of
enabling them to be employed
for the use or display of
physical force or coercion in
promoting any political
objective or interests, or in such
manner as to arouse reasonable
apprehension that they are
organised, trained or equipped
for that purpose.

(6) No political ?arty,
person or candidate shall keep
or use private security
organisation, vanguard or any
other group or individual by
whatever name called for the
purpose of providing security,
assisting or aiding the political
party or candidate in whatever
manner during camFalgns,
rallies, processions or elections.

(7) Notwithstanding the
provision of subsection ?6) of
this Section a candidate at an
election may keep or use a
private security or individual
for his protection during
campaigns,  rallies  or
processions.

(8) A political party or
person who contravenes any
provision of this section is
guilty of an offence and liable
on conviction- ¢
~ (a) In the case of an
individual, toa fine 0fN50,000
or imprisonment for a term of
6 months and N

(b) Inthe case ofa political
party, to a fine of N50,000 in
the first instance, and N 100,000
for anY subsequent offence,
payable jointly by the
Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer of the Political Party
at the National, State, Local
Government Area, Area
Council or Ward level, as the
case may be.

CLAUSE 100: (1) No
candidate, person or group of
persons shall directly or
Indirectly offer or aid in
offering inducement in any
form whatsoever to a person at

a political campaign for the
purpose of corruptly influencing
that person or any other person
to support or refrain from
supporting a political party or
capdidate.

(2) No candidate, ?erson or
group of persons shall directly
or indirectly give or offer to give
any money or valuahle
consideration to any person
during a political campaign in
order to induce that person or
an?/ other person to support or
refrain from supporting a
polltlcaI’\Farty or candidate.

(3) No candidate, ?erson or
group of persons shall directly
or indirectly threaten any person
with the use of force or violence
during any political campaign in
order to compel that person or
an¥ other person to support or
refrain from supporting a
p0I|t|caI’\Farty or candidate.

(4) No Ferson or group of
persons shall accept inducement,
money or valuable consideration
from any person, candidate or
political party in order to compel
that person or any other person
to support or refrain from
supporting a political party or
candidate.

(5) Any person who or
political party which contravens
the provisions of this section is
guilty ofan offence and liable on
conviction-

(a) In the case of an
individual, to a fine ofN 100,000
or imprisonment for a term of
one year, and

(b) In the case of a political
party, to a fine of N250,000 in
the first instance, and N500,000
for any subsequent offence,
gayable jointly by the Chairman,

ecretary and Tresurer of the
political party at the National,
State Local Government Area,
Area Council or Ward level, as
the case may be.

CLAUSE  101:  No
candidate, person or group of
persons shall directly or
Indirectly threaten any person
with the use of force or violence
during any political campaign in
order to compel that person or
an?/ other person to support or
refrain from supporting a
Political Party or candidate.

CLAUSE 102: Where a
Political Party ceases to exist in
accordance with any provisions
of this Act, a Person elected on
the platform ofthe Political Part
in an election under this Act shall

-remain validly elected, complete

his tenure, and for purposes of
identification, be regarded as a
member of the Political Party
under which he was elected, but
such a person cannot stand for
re-election in the name of that
political Barg. N
CLAUSE 104: Any Political
Party registered "hy the
Commission in accordance with
the provisions ofany law in force
immediately before the comlng
into force of the 199
Constitution shall be deemed to
have been duly registered under
this Act.

CLAUSE 105 (1) A
registered Political Party which
throu?h any person acting on its
behal .

(a) During the twenty four
hours before polling day
advertises on the facilities ofany
broadcasting undertakln?.; or

(b) Procures for publication
or acquiesces in the publication,
during the period described in
paragraph (a) of this subsection
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of an advertisement in a
Newspaper, for the purpose of
promotmg or oPFg)ossmg a
particular Political Party or the
election of a particular
candidate; _

CLAUSE 106: A candidate
who directly or throu?h any
person acting his behal

(a)During twenty four
hours immediately preceding
during the period described in
paragraph  (a) of an
advertisement in a newspaper
for the purpose pfiJromo_tmg or
opposing a particular registered
party or the election of a
particular candidate; is guilty
of an offence against this Act
and on conviction shall be
liable to a fine of N50,000 or
to imprisonment for six
months.

CLAUSE 107: A person
other than a Political Party or
a candidate who procures any
material for publication for the
purposes of promoting or
opposing a ﬁartmular Political
Party or the election of a
particular candidate over the
radio, television, newspaper,
magazine, handbills or any
print or electronic media
whatsoever called during
twenty hours immediately
preceding or on polling day is
guilty of an offence and liable
on conviction to a fine of
N50,000 or imprisonment for
six (6) months or to both.

CLAUSE 108: (1) A
person, print or electronic
medium who broadcasts,
publishes, advertises or
circulates any material for the
purpose of promoting or
opposing a ﬁarncular_ Political
Party or the election of a
particular candidate over the
radio, television, newspaper,
magazine, handbills, or any
print or electronic media
whatsoever called during
twenty four hours immediately
preceeding or on polling day is

uilty ofan offence under this
ct.

(2) Where an offence under
subsection (1) of this section i
committed by abody corporate
every p'rincipal officer of that
body Is equaIIK.gunty of an
offence under this Act. .

(3) Where an}/ person is
convicted of an offence under
this section he shall be liable:

(a) In the case of a bodg
corporate to a fine 0fN500,00
an
~(b) In the case of an
individual to a fine of
N100,000 or to imprisonment
for 12 months.

CLAUSE 109: Any
candidate, ~ person  or
association who engages in
campaigning or broadcasting
based on relgious, tribal, or
sectional bias for the purpose
of p.romoth or opposing a
particular Political Party or the
election of a particular
candidate, is guily of an
offence against this Act and on
conviction shall be liable to a

fine of N100,000 or
imprisonment for twelve
months or to both.

PART IV

PROCEDURE  FOR
ELECTION TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

CLAUSE 110: (1) The

conduct of elections into the
offices of Chairman, Vice
Chairan and a member of a
Local Government Council

and the recall of a member of a
Local government shall be
under the direction and
supervision of the State
Independent electoral
Commission (hereafter called
the “State Commission”) in
accordance with the provisions
0fth|sActus|ngthe egister of
Voters compiled and the polling
units established by the
Independent National Electoral
Commission and any other
enactment or law, regulations,
guidelines, rules or manuals
Issued or made by the State
Commission  not  being
inconsistent with the provisions
of thisAct.

Provided that where
election to ang of these offices
had been held before the com[ng
into force of this Act for a perio
of less than the four years
prescribed under this Act, an
election shall not be conducted
into that office for the remamln%

eriod before the Genera
lections, and the holders of
such offices shall continue in
office until the next General
Elections. .

(2) The powers exercised by
the State Commission in respect
of elections to the Local
Government Councils in a State
under this Act shall, in respect
of the Area Councils in the
Federal Capital Territory, be
exercised by the Commission.

CLAUSE 111: (1) There
shall be elected for each Local
Government in the Federation
a Chairman and a Vice-
Chairman.

least the School Certificate level
or its equivalent;

(e) he is a member of a
Political Party and is sponsored
by that Party; and

(f) he has produced
evidence of tax payment as and
when due or tax exemption for
a period of three years
immediately preceding the year
of election.

CLAUSE 114: ()Aperson
shall not be qualified to contest
a Local Government election
under this Act if- N

(a) subject to the provisions
of section 28 ofthe Constitution,
he has voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of a country other
than Nigeria or, except In such
cases as may be prescribed by
the National Assembly, has
made adeclaration ofallegiance
to such a country; ¢
~(b) under any law in force
in _anJ part of Nigeria, he is
adjudged to be a lunatic or
otherwise declared to be of
unsound mind;

%c).he is under a sentence of
death imposed on him by any
competent court of law or
tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence
of imprisonment or fine for an
offence involving dlshonestr or
fraud (bf/ whatever name called)
money laundering, drug related
offence, or any other offence
imposed on him by such a court
or tribunal substituted by a
competent authority for any
other sentence imposed on him
by such a court or trbunal;

(d) within a period of less
han ten years before the date of

(2) There shall be electein election to the Local

from every ward in a Local
Government a Councillor

CLAUSE 112: Ll) Subject
to the provision of this section,
the Commission shall divide
each Local Government Area
into such number of wards not
being less than 10and not more
than 20 as the circumstance of
each Local Government Area
may require.

(2) The boundaries of each
ward shall be such that the
number of inhabitants of the
ward is as nearly equal to the
population quota of the ward as
IS reasonably practicable.

3) The’Commission shall
review the division of every
Local Government into wards at
intervals of not less than 10
years artd may alter such wards
In accordance with provisions
ofsubsection (1) ofthis Section
tosuch extentas it ma% consider
desirable in the light of the
review.

(4) Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection .?3). of
this section, the Commission
may, at any time, carry out such
a review and alter the wards in
accordance with the provisions
of this section to such extent as
it considers necessary in
consequence  of “any
amendement to Section 3 of the
Constitution or any provision
replacing that provision or by
reason of the holding of a
National Population Census or

ursuant to an Act of the
ational Assembly.

CLAUSE 113: A person
shall be qualified for election
under this part of this Act if-

a) he isacitizen ofNigeria;

b) he is registered as a
voter; .

E(}c) he has attained the age
0f 25 years;

(d{ he Is educated up to at

Government, he has been
convicted and sentenced for an
offence involving dishanesty or
he has been found guilty of a
contravention of the Code of
Conduct; _

(¢) he is an undischarged

bankrupt, having been adjudged
or otherwise declared bankrupt
under any law in force in any
part of Nigeria:
_ %f) he 1s a person employed
in the public service of the
Federation or of any State or
Local Government (other than
aperson holding elective office)
pnd he has not resigned,
withdrawn or retired from such
empIO}/ment 30 days before the
date of election;

(%) he is a member of any
secretsociety;

(h) he has been indicted for
embezzlement or fraud by a
Judicial Commission of Inquiry
or an Admnistrative Panel of
Inquiry or a Tribunal set up
under the Tribunals of Inquiry
Act, a Tribunal of Inquiry Law
or any other Law by the Federal
or State Government which
indictment has been accepted by
the Federal or State
bGovernment, as the case may

E,

(i) he has within the
preceding period of 10 years
presented a forged certificate to
the State Independent Electoral
Commission; or o

(i) he has been dismissed
from the public service of the
Federation or a State;

(k) he has been elected to
such office at any two previous
elections.

(2)  Where inrespectofan

person who has been- _
a) adéudFed to be a lunatic;
b) declared to be of
unsound mind;

(c) sentenced to dearth or
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imprisonment; or

(d) adjudged or declared

bankrupt,

Any appeal against the
decision is pending in any court
of law in accordance with any
law in force in Nigeria,
subsection (1) of this section
shall not apply during a period
beginning from the date when
such appeal is lodged and
endm?.on_the date when the
appeal is finally determined or
as the case may be, the appeal
lapses or is abandoned,
whichever is earlier.

(3) For the purpose of.

subsection (2) ofthis section, an
“appeal” includes any
application for an injunction or
an order of certiorari,
mandamus, prohbibition, or
habeas corpus, or any appeal
from any such application.

CLAUSE 115: (1) Election
to all Local Government shall
be held on the same dale and
day throughout the Federation.

(2) Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection ?1? of
this section or ofany other law,
guideline, notice, circulars or
requlations as from the
commencement of this Act,
General Elections to Local
Government shall be held not
earlier than 29th March 2003/

(3) By-elections to fill
vacancies that occur in Local
Government of a State shall be
held within 30 days from the
date of the vacancy occurred.

(4) The date mentioned in
subsection (1) of this section
shall not be earlier than sixty
days before and not later than
30 days before the expiration of
the term of office of the last
holder of that office.

(5) Wherea vacanC}/ occurs
less than 3 months before the
day on which the Local
Government stands dissolved
there shall be no by-election to
fill the vacancy.

(6) Where a vacancy occurs
more than three months before
the day the Local Government
stands dissolved there shall be
aby-election to fill the vacancy
not later than 30 days from the
date the vacancy occurred.

(7) Voting shall be open-
secret ballot.

CLAUSE  116: The
procedure  for  filing
nominations and the casting and
counting of votes for Local
Government Council elections
shall be the same as is
applicable to other elections
under this Act.

CLAUSE 117: (1) If after
the expiration of time for the
delivery of Nomination Papers
and the withdrawal of
candidates for election of
Councillors under this Act only
one candidate remains dulr
nominated, that candidate shall
be  declared
unopgosed. o

(2) Ifafter the exFlratlon of
time for the delivery of
Nomination Papers and the
withdrawal of candidates for
election of Councillors under
this section more than one
candidate duly nominated, a
poll shall be taken in accordance
with the provisions of this Act.
(32 Where in an election to

returned

the office of Chairman-
(a) at the close
one of the

gomjnation f
andidates has been nominated,
the State Independent Electoral
Commission shall extend the
time for nomination by 7 days;

(to be continued)
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r. Frances
t m Harding who
lived in Nigeria

for over two decades,
lectures at the Africa deptof
the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University
of London. Recently, she
was at the Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, to attend
the 15th convention of the
society ofNigerian Theatre
Artists, where, in an
interview conducted hy
Tadaferua Ujorha, she
comments on the nature of
work at the Africa
department, her interest in
drama, the concept of
identity, and more. Excerpts:

What goes on at the
Africa Department of the
School of Oriental and
African Studies?

| am a lecturer in African
Dramain the dept ofAfrican
Languages and cultures,
school of Oriental and
African Studies which is part
of London University. We
teach six African languages,
including two Nigerian
languages which are Hausa
and Yoruba. We teach
African philosophy, African
religion, we also teach

Trust
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Arts ef <Entertainmen

literatures inAfrican
languages, and African oral
literatures. | teach the

performance Arts ofAfrica.
In that | look at many
different ceremonies, and
occasions for performance.
| also look at the media. |
look at the professional
fictional film, and the
television, radio, and the
new video market.

Comment on your
orientation

Originally, 1 am from
Scotland, that is Edinburgh
in Scotland. [ initially went
to Drama School, and
shortly after that | came to
Nigeria with my husband
for the first time. | worked
atacollege in Lafia, which
then was called Saint.
Augustine's college, Lafia.
| was the Drama teacher
there. Since that time Ijust
stayed with African drama.
| first came to Nigeria in
1963, as | said, earlier,
together with my hushand.
As a young teacher, | was
expecting my first baby, and
he was bom in Akwanga,
and then | had two more
children who were also
bom in Akwanga. Then |
went home for a few years.
When the children were
older, 1 was able to start

African literatures in  coming to Nigeria, and |
English and African  wrote my doctoral thesis on
T h e atre G o0err
3LETTERS 5LETTERS  8LETTERS
AA ACTOR DRAMATIC
ARE ADAPT FARCICAL
ART COMIC IMITATES
ASK ECLAT LAUGHTER
CUE ENTER MANAGERS
EGO EXITS JALENmM r
ETC EXTRA VILLAINS
LED GALAS '
UE REACT 9 LETTERS
OFF STATE BACKSTAGE
TIS UPSET EMOTIONAL
WHY - . YOUH GREENROOM
MELODRAMVA
4LETTERs O LETTERS
ACVE DESIGN
CAST BXoTc 10 LETTERS
DEBT JOKING CHARACTERS
DROP ONEACT REHEARSALS
ROLE STALLS STAGECRAFT
SAYS SUPERB TRAGEDIANS
SETS
SON 7 LETTERS
STR ALL-STAR
ENCORES
THEY EPISODE
EVENING
VARIETY

frica h
Aa e|rr|]cta|1tyas a dlynamw

[aNCES

the Kwagh-Hir performance
ofthe Tiv of Benue State.

The convention has beer
exploring the concept of
identity, what is your
perspective on this.

The concept of identity is
very important in this global
community, thatwe all live in.
As we move around and we
are asked who we are, and
where we are from, this
concept asserts itself. The
question ofAfrican identity to
me, is the question of African
identities, and certainly the
3uestlon of Nigerian identity

epends very much on
whether one is asking it with
reference to geographic space
or ethno -linguistic reference,
or to your stage in life.
Because there is ones identity
as a young person, and
another as an elder. There are
other identities, which we can
call upon. We can call upon
our professional identity, or
we can call upon our religious
identity. So | think we have
multiple identities.

Is African studies a
feasible concept in the New
World Order?

Yes, the study of Africa,
and the study of the world by
African people, forms an
essential part of the global
perspective. It has to extend
Into every aspect and
experience of African life,

Traditional dancers at Afolahan square, Jalingo, during President Olusegun Obasanjo’ two day

official visitto Taraba state.

whether this refers to
African's Iivin? abroad, the
diasporic Africans, or
whether it relates to people
who have chosen to address
global issues from within
Africa.

PUZZLE

11

What is the staff
strength ofthe Africa de?t.
About halfof the staff at

the dept are people who are
ofAfrican descent. There are
Southern Africans, Gha-
naians, and ngerlans The
rest of us all have extensive
experience within Africa.
The students that we have,
have all come to leam from
us and with us, because of a
specifically stated interestin
Africa. So we explore
through academic
perceptions, and any
experience we get to share

with visitors from Africa, we
use very (fruitfully. We also
have Ian?uage specialists, so
part of our academic
contribution is to be able to
translate these languages,
and if we don't know the
language, then we know
someone who does know the
language, since Nigeria
alone has about 500
languages. Even these have
been recorded, not the
languages themselves in this
case, but the number of
languages.

Traditional dancersfrom Kaltungo
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African ministers dialo

ater sustains and

it is the key, to all

life processes. Its
_ _utility  for
industrial, agricultural
hydroelectric = power
generation, scientific and
technology applications, are
well known.

‘The absence, or the lack
of it, destroys not only man
and his activities, but also
the entire ecosystem,

Water is abundant in
Africa on a regional scale,
Mthough a few African
countries have high annual
average water per person,
many  are  already
experiencing scarcity of this
resource, and many more
would face same, unless
urgent measures are taken to
address the problem.

Already over 300
million Africans do not have
reasonahle access to safe
water, and no fewer than 17
African countries with
po_F_uIatmns of over 400
million people are expected
to face a water crisis by the
year 2010.

With recurring droughts

A
K

has he had any peace on the
political front. The latest
upset centres around the
death of four of his close
associates m the Fast week,
amid rumours that they were
bewitched. _

The 33-year old King
who has been on the throne
since the death of his father
in 1986 also fell ill earlier
this year. He was understood
to be suffering from stress.

Mswati admitted then
that it could be difficult to
cope with the pressure of
work. “I find very little time
with my fam|ll>{ most of the
time. 1'normally
11pm and this makes me feel
stressed because I'm being
over-worked, but I haveto do
everything possible to satisfy
m¥ people,” he told me in an
interview at"the Ludzidzini
royal residence. K_mg
M3wati has been describe
as being arrogant like his
19th centur%/_ forefathers,
King Mswati 1 and King
Mswati I].

Swazi history tells us that
these two kings ruled
Swaziland for less than 10
years each because of their
‘aggressive”  attitude
towards family conflicts in
the royal household. The
relgmng monarch has
certainly refused to move on
the growing calls b¥' restless
Rro-democ_racy activists to

old multi-party elections
and reform Africa’s last
absolute monarchy. One of

ing Mswati 111 has
not had much peace
of mind since he

donimeseay areas, a majorit?{ of

work until.

By Ahmed Tahir
and chronic water shortages

African countries and their
ﬁ_eople, pay an increasingly
igh price_for water or the
lack ofit. The huﬁhest prices
often paid by t
terms of money to buy small
quantities "of water,
expended calories to fetch
water from distant sources,
impared health, diminished
livelihoods and even of
lives. _
Aquatic species, habitats
and ecosystem are also at
risk. With increasing water
demand throughout Africa
to  support  greater
agricultural productivity,
industrial expansion and
urban growth, more water to
meet human needs means a
loss for maintaining aquatic
ecosystem, and the many
other  species  and
environmental services they
support. _ _
ofind a lasting solution
to the water problem facing
Africa, ministers
responsible for water in

in Mbabane

was first married, and neitfler

lBy Bhekie Matsebula

tiir leaders is in detention
awaiting trial. At a time
when most of Africa
shunned the then apartheid
regime in neighbouring
South Africa, the klngdom
invited the late racist South
African President, PW
Botha to King Mswati’s
coronation. _

He also has to battle with
_comfal_ex family affairs
involving the seven official
wives he married through
Swazi custom and tradition.

The king now has two
more fiancees to look after
in addition to his wives and
15 children. “It has been our
advice to the king that he
must concentrate on one
thing at a time.” o

“He must stop ml_xmgi
family affairs with nationa
issues because that’s the
thing that caused the stress
he suffered early thisyear,”
said a senior Prince who 1s
very close to the king.

ng Mswati has over
200 brothers and sisters and
he has the task oftaking care
of them all, financially and
otherwise.

He depends on the
profits from the royal-owned
company, “Tibiyo
Taka[\l%wane, which was
established by the late King
Sobhuza I1'to‘provide for his
ofstrm_g. On the social
front. King Mswati has had
to contend with repeated
controversy surrounding his
firstwife. Queen LaMbikiza

e poor in'
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Cameroon, Ghana, Lesotho,
Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya,
Senegal and Zambia have
aI_reao(ij begun consultations
aimed at stren%_thenm%
ministerial and policy leve
dialogue on the water crisis
in Africa.

‘The goal of such an
alliance according to Alhaji
Muktari Shehu Shagari,
Nigeria’s water resources
minister who is also the co-

Muktari Shagari, Minister of
water resources

born Ihonelo
ngomezulu).
he defied a royal

tradition that the queen
could not have a public job
when she trained as a
lawyer, and is now an
advocate of law at the high
court. Royal sources say that
she is trying to ensure that
her first-born son, Prince
Lindani, succeeds to the
throne. They say that she
always refers to him as “His
Majesty” in front of the
king. “What is most
interesting is that the young
monarch 15 aware that the
people around him,
especially the Swazi
National " Council, that
advises him on various
Poll_t[cal _economic and
raditional issues sometimes
mislead him. _

On his return from this

r 3 S
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e 0N Water resources

gdinating chairman of

African ministers
responsible for water, is to
improve the management of
trans-boundary ~ water
resources, and eliminate
water as a key source of
regional instability among
others. o

The co-or_dmatmg
ministers at their secon
round of informal
consultations in Abuja,
recently resolved to hold
meetings with other African
ministers of water, on the
need to put in place stronger
mechanisms for policy
dialogue on Africa’s water
Crisis.

The aim ofsuch a United
Forum Alhaji Shagari said,
include:

To keep the state of
Africa’s water resources
under review and promote
desirable actions of
common interest to the
continent. _

Fauht_atmg international
c0-operation through the co-
ordination of issues relating
to water policies, and action
amongst Africa countries.

ear’s New "York World
ummit on HIV and AIDS,
King Mswati said that the
council had made him sign
a decree that nearly cost
Swaziland early
internationally.

Decree No 2 of 2001,
announced the banning of
newspapers, stop?ed the
courts hearing matters that
are already with the king,
and contained many other
controversial issues.

“I'must admit that when
1signed this decree (Decree
No?20f2001 2 | did not read f'
itatall. 1justsigned it,” he
told journalists soon after
his arrival.

He has also crossed the
Swazi National Council by
his openness to the press.
The Council tried to screen
him  from awkward
questions, but he responded

Supporting transnational
co-operation on water-
related issues through
development of common
positions on matters of
global concern, as well as
co-operation in
implementation ~ of
environmental conventions
and international
agreements. _

Encouragin %
mechanisms that will
promote best practices in
water policy reforms and
water recourses
management.

_ Prowdmg a forum for
dialogue with UN agencies
and other partners for
dialogue  On  water
programmes, -

eveloping a political
strategy for arresting the
water crisis in Africa; and
keeping under review the
financing of the Africa
Water sector.

The ministers are also
expected to P_rowde a co-
ordinated policy forum on
ongoing initiatives by the
United Nations
Environment programme

eek at Mswati's [arge family and small

by banning the advisory
body from his press
conferences,

Although the decree was
reversed, some of his
opponents arellan%mshlng
behind bars while others are
in exile, _

While some accuse him
of arrogance, he is always
seen with a smile on his face
and despite his royal
gosmon, maintains the

wazi custom of bowing to
his elders. _

With over 25% of his
subjects HIV positive, King
Mswati is engaged in a
number of HIV and AIDS
cam_palgins locally
regionally and
mternat;on_allr.

He is in the process of
recording an album by
world-renowned musicians
like Michael Jackson to raise

;\IUI\_IEP) and the United
ations Centre for Human
settlements (UNCHS) on
fresh water management.
This includes information
on appropriate technologies
such as recycling and
wastewater Teuse,
desalination, and rainwater
harvesting among others.
The application of these
technologies has since been
limited ~ by lack of
information on approaches
available, and as well as
their workability.

Develop and execute a
regionally agreed Strategic
Action ofshared surface and
ground water resources as
access to water from any of
these shared surface and
ground water could provoke
conflict in the near future.

Fmdmg solutions to
land-based sources of
pollution such as sewage,
nitrates and industrial waste,
as polluted water s
estimated to affect the health
of about 1200 million
people and contribute to the
death of 15 million children
under five every year
worldwide.

Inacom

funds for AIDS orphans in
Africa.

He has travelled
extensively in search of
funds for the more than
70,000 AIDS orphans in
Swaziland. _

His trips have yielded
good results, including a
promise to build a new
orphanage in Siteki in
eastern Swaziland. _

Before Kln([] Mswati
went into seclusion in
reparation of the Incwala
Ffresh fruit-eating)
ce_remonr to be danced later
this month, he made it clear
that when he returns, he will
introduce major changes in
([;overnment and ~ the
raditional structures,

This could Sﬁe” bad
news for some ofthose who
are currently his closest
advisors.

“He also has to battle with complexfamily affairs, involving
the seven official wives he married through Swazi custom

and tradition.

The king now has two morefiancees to look after; in addition
t0 his wives and 15 children. “It has been our advice to the
king that he must concentrate on one thing at a time.”

“He must stop mixing family affairs with national issues
because that's the thing that caused the stress he suffered

earl
the %ing.’

this year,” said a senior Prince who Is very close to
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Now Only #31,000!

Two's definitely company with our special BOGOF Christmas offer! Take advantage of our
BOGOF* PLUS BUY ONE GET ONE FREE Special Christmas offer till January 5, 2002 and make
some new connections of your own this Christmas!

Buy one Alcatel 302 handset and an MTN starter pack for N31,000 and get a Free Motorola T180
and Free MTN payasyou starter pack Worth N31, 000 H! BOGOF and BOGOF* PLUS are strictly
limited to 50,000 handsets.

All standard terms and conditions of MTN apply. Offers valid while stocks last. Calls charged in unit increments of 60 seconds. For more information call Customer Service helpline. From MTN cellphone 180 from any other phone 0803 10 180 (call charged at normal cellular rata)* Offer strictly limited to
50,000 handsets. Free handset will be Motorola T180 or Algatel 302 depending*on stock availability. SIM_pack will be fray as you gd with N500 free airtime. Special MTN, tg MTN rates are valid for tfie promotiortarperiod erty"Specjal promotional MTN to MTN rate also inclu<*pN25 per mifwite low rafiMor
.
I -

R

g ; L L
MTN Pay as you Go and N.J2 persoxr*w .*ogm iufnlsl @fTUAIN Bo[JttAAhWemq ]l]een 7pm and 12am melweegawtnd 7[]‘ Io[ rates are between 12am and 4am.
H '

TBWASCONCEPT

Alcatel 302

MTN FRIENDSHIP CENTRES
ARE NOW OPEN FROM

MONDAYS - FRIDAYS
9.00a.m to 6.00p.m
( Gates close at 5.30p.m)

SATURDAYS
9.00a.m to 3.00p.m
( Gates close at 2.30p.m)

MT|4 Friendship Centre Addresses:

Maritime House,
Oshodi-Apapa Expressway, Apapa.

16, Fatai Atere Way, Matori, Oshodi.
15, Saka Tinubu Street, Victoria Island.

Plot 2784, Shehu Shagari Way,
Maitama, Abuja.

330, Aba Road, Port-Harcourt.
And in all MTN Authorised Distributors

across Kaduna, Abuja Port-Harcourt
and Lagos.

aapn0096
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Poll rep

eferee Graham Poll ha:
orted Arsenal strr er
hierry Henry to the FA

foIIowrn? an” “unseemly i

dent” at
versial  showdown  with
Newcastle United at Highbury.
The French World

win-
ner had to be ph srcal?y
strained from con/rontin the
Hertfordshire official - and’now
looks certain to face misconduct
charges when Poll’s report has
been'viewed at Lancaster Gate.

Poll sent off a P| ayer from
each side in Newcastle’s 3-1 win
that sent the Geordies to the top
of the Premiership.

Ray Parlour was sent off for
a second caution and Newcastle
striker Craig Bellamy also saw
red after his flailing arm caught
Ashley Cole in the Tace,

Arsenal were also incensed
after Poll awarded a late penalty
for a_foul by Sol Campbell on
substitute Laurent Robert, with
television replays suggesting that
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Orts Henry to FA

the En Iand defender had played
he a first.
However, Poll claims while
the match was a difficult one to
ree, he felt he made the right

he end of the ContBiisions

“It was a very hot atmo-

phere

“We had a very unseemly
incident as we cameoff the field
of play which 1 have reported
to the Football Assocratron

“Lthought itwas a very, very
difficult game to referee. Tdidn’t
think the attitude ofthe pIa%/ers
he IPed meagreatdea and
that | did what I had to.

“When you see things, you
have to act on them an thiat’s
what Idid.”

Poll added: “Thierry Henry
will be the sutRect ofa IengthP/
report to the FAwhich they will
have Inthe morning.’

Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger
said he had failed to see the inci-
dent after the final whistle in-
volving Henry.

1dontknow that he did. 1

Henry was intent on berating Poll after the match.

OrIaEFleo s Hill to under%o third

again — on his trouble

some left ankle,

ill, asix-time All Starwho
joined the Orlapdo Magic two
seasons ago, played only 14
games this year and has been in
medical limbo for the [oast 12
games. A year ago, he played in
Just four games before undergo-
ing ankle'surgery.

“I'm disappointed for the
fansand my teammates,” the 29-
yrear -0ld Hill said |n astatement

uesday “Hopefully, this will

me down the road to
recovery ['will continue to
remain ontrmrstrc as | face this
latest challenge.”

He will have a bone spur re-
moved by Dr. Mark Myerson in
Baltimore on Wednesd al)_/I
TheMagrc signed Hill to a

he season is over for Grant
‘ Hill, who needs surger
H

seven-year, $93 million contract
in August 2000, hoping he and
another high-priced acquisition,
Tracy McGrady, could return
them to prominénce.

But since Jornrn? Orlando,
Hill— hilled asone oTthe NBA'S
best and brrghtest during his six
gears in Detroit — has missed

0 ofthe team’s 118 regular-sea-

gﬂns season, Hill aver%ged
16.8 points, 46assrsts— oth
career -worsts — and 8.9

ungs.
The Magic have struggledas

from a slow start [ast year to
make the playoffs, losing in the
first round. And this season, Or-
lando has a 12-14 record.

“We all feel badly, as Grant
was a big part of our plans this
season,” Orlando general man-
ager John Gabriel said. “What’s
more important, however, Is to
improve the overall heaith of
Grant’s ankle joint and allow
him_to return,”

The Magrc got another dose
ofbad news uesday,w en they
learned McGrady 1s questron
able for their game against Utah
on Wednesday. McGrady, the
league’s fifth-leading scorerwith
26 points per game, strained his

back durm%a loss at Seattle on
Sunday ni

Ma |c team Elhﬁsrcran Dr.
Joe Brllrngs said Hif] could
sume phySical activity by next
summer.

Myerson, who performed
bone-graft surgery on the ankle
In January, also will check and
rEinfor e the site of the original
stress fracture,

, H|IIf|rst|n6uredh|sankIeIate
in_ the 1999-2000 season while
with the Pistons. Despite
offseason surgery, the Magic
thought he was a worthwhile
gﬂamble and signed him to the

axrmum possible free-agent

*We were very confident.

ack down the tunnel after
shakrng hands at the end of the

“I notmy job tojudge what
people cfo Iamydota Jolhcgman
But WenBer sard e would
Ist]anstgoby the Premiership’s lead-
y “It Thierry Henry ia charged
\rr]wth anything” [will Stand up for

Wenger refused to be drawn
on the performance of Poll: “I've
madeo my mind not to aIkaboﬂt
the re ree Every word | wou
saywou notbeveri%mceB o

His opposite number, Bo
Robson saﬂg Beﬁam J not wi ry
rant his dismissal, but added the
match was an intense affair.

It was an enthralling match
between two aggressrve sideswho
could both ave %%ne top

t was a thampionship
match and not an easy one forthe

referee
Bellamy is adaman

“Cra he
didn’ tdolg?nythrng to warranttb -
Ing sent off

asSon

Su rd }/ tas
he tea barely recovered we liked the X-rays that we saw

he wag on schedule to_full n
cover,” Gabriel said. "(The sur
gery’uust did not take atthe end.

erson will remove the
spur, whrch measures about 2-3
millimeters, and small holes will
be_drilled in the bone where the
original stress fracture took place
Those holes will then be filled
with a protein that will reinforce
the bone and quicken the healing
roc
P “It looks like this bone spur
IS causing stress to his fracture
srte " Billings said, “the question
do you just take care of the
ﬁur or do you actuaIIy look at
the fracture site?’

The doctors are_confident
that this procedure will address
the underh{mg cause of Grant’s
ankle problem and give him the
best chance to get healthy,”
Gabriel said.

Gabrie| said he hoped the
team would rise to the challenge
ofwinning without Hill, like it d
last year.

week after Hill's second
surgery, the Magic’s record stood
at 14-20, aseason-worst six qames
under .500. However, Orlando
rallied to finish the season 29-19
and earned the seventh seed in the

y“Thrsteam IS better f rbernri
togetheranother ear, and we feel
Irket eg respond just fine,
Gabriel said.
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Hoi
eavywerd boxing’s
réputation suffered

yet another blow at
the weekénd with the contro-
versial drawn WBA title bout
between John Ruiz and
Evander Holyfie
Most experts barring the
ones that matter - the judges
-had little drffrcult)r declaring
challenger Holytield the win-

ner
The credibility of top-
|evel pugrhsm has again been
brought into question by
Mon ays newspapers
Independent has
mos to say, reporting
Honf|eId “mage Ruiz look like

anold, p oddrndneophyte in
ab|n 0 parlour

The Indy  reveals

Ttoly f|eId sIaw¥er Jim Tho-

mas has called for an investi-

gatlon because the on dudge

udicated urzs

favour cJJnce worke at the
Boston Globe, gne of Ruiz’s
hometown publications.
Where ‘there is smoke
ringside, Don King can usu-
ally be found fanning the fire.
Thomas lambasted King
Holyfield’s promoter, for not

second guessmg* the
choice of] UH

In typically self- effacrng
fashion.

counterpunched with: “Dongt
You dare, don’t you daret
0 Vvilif [y me.” Holy
wouldn be here |f|twasnt
forme.’

The T|mef1 was more in-
different - “When 1t was over
manY were wondermg what
was the point?” - but, as King
knows foo well, there s no
such thing as bad publicity
Inboxing.

From the ring to the merry-
0-round, The Star brings fo

?ht the financial ruin facrng

Stan Collymore if he is suc-
cessfully ‘sued by the Span
Ish club”he deserted 34 days
Into his contract.

It 1s the latest episode in
the wretched career of jOUI’
neyman C gmore who
couId be forced to cough up
£7m worth of damages to
Real Oviedo.

Collymore “walked out on
the club‘in March when he de-

field cam

-currenty tin

cided to quit the e, de-
splte srgnrng a four-year

The club arrived at the
figure based on his approxi-
mate valug In the transter mar-
ket. In their estimation, it must
be added.

Nasser Hussain wins
plaudits from former England
cncket captain David Gower

in'The Sun.

Hussain is now estab-
lished.as one of the best cap-
tains in world cricket,” de-
crees Gower in the wake of
England’s improved perfor-
mance In the drawn Second
Test against India.

Gower makes constant
comparison petween Hussain
and fraught counterpart
Sourav GanguIY_‘ observing
that “whereas Hussain has
the respect and confrdence of
England’s players, Gangul rY
often bypassed in tactical dis-
cussions”™,

Onrg

f the Supet Eagles per
formed below par in the
Natrons and Word Cu 5
championships it would not
be due to the]technlcal Incom-
etenceo { e(tec nical crew
ling the team;
hief Festus Onigbinde has
eclared.
Instead, the renowned
soccer echnocrat sard lacka-

daisica ara
b

would Iarfge a/nble resrp(pe

served that |nd|genous tech
nical crew are as competent
as their forergn counterparts,
arid that given desired sup-
port and free rein to operate,
hey c%uld attaln SuCCess.
wa %erra pre-
pares for ma}or tolrnaments
eaves much to be desired.
Nlderra assembles players in
palches and often” without
suffrf]rent time to assesfs and
test the mental fitness ofeach
player he said noting that
hese ﬁre paration hrccoug
were tne bane of poor perfor-

Duke$ Jason Williams, right attempts to dunk the ball over Kentuckys
Jules Camara durmg thE Setand half of the' ermY li Classicist. Tués-

Hars UM afX AuilietfiHjthl.J. Hilliaf idUM arih ¢

terX ,tradfitattls as

JitiMImal'<KmUcKfih"ovetmle 9h<mS> -A sir *on K <rnizf»

Wiit "Wil trhsnrw

fTtrv tft'

aC gt)

cries foul

A triumphant En Ilfa
showing in the third an

Test will no doubt see
Hussain’s stocks rise further

On a day of few scoops
The Daily Express stands out
with a report involving a
weekend  incident " at
Sheffield’s 84-75 win over Le-
icester in the baskethall.

Court commentator Mike
Shaft “stood down at half-
time” after angerm%umprre
Mike Howells to the point
where he refused to re eree
the second half if Shaft re-
mained at the mic.

The Express reveals
Howells “accused Shaft of
making insulting personal re-
marks about him™, claims de-
nied by hoth the ‘announcer
and thé club.

But with Howells holding
all the aces - and the whistle -
sanity prevailed and Shaft
vquntanIy withdrew his ser-

Natio

Ide EXpresse

By Patrick Andrew

man

The former Trinidad an
Tobago technical adviser ob-
served it was the same tech-
nical crew who successtully
rescued Nigeria from the. de-
scend to World Cup elimina-
tion and as such has demon-

thefor'm'ertf)rir%r%nks reorgan

Tobago technical ad-

wser, Chief Fetus
Onigbinde, has lauded the
Sports Minister, Ishaya Mark
Aku, for embarking on the
surgical personnel and ad-
mrnrstratwe restructuring of

NFA.

Chref Onigbinde de-
scribed the exercise as a de-
snable cleansing; that was
long over due considering the
decay that had set in for de-
cades.

The former Super Eagles
handler said the minister” by
such bold step, had identified
with the aspirations of many
who were at pains. over the
deplorable conditions that
had been prevalent in the

|gb|nde, who was aI

a erfosrn

IA @'entrne coach Daniel
ssarellawas sacked
Parma on Tuesday
after on y five league games
In charge of the stru?ghng
ISertreA Side, all of whic vthey
05
__Parma.anngunced the de
cision on its official website
on Tugsday and said a mem-
ber of the' club’s coaching
staff, Gedeone Carm| nani,
would take temporary ¢ arqe
of the side for yesterday’s
game at Torino.

Parma appointed
Passarella, the caé)tam of
Argentina’s 1978 World Cup
winning team, on Novembper
6 following the dismissal of

revious ~ coach Renzo
livier!.

But the former coach of
the Argentine and Uru-
8 au)r national sides. was
eto secure, wins in the

pgrqow 150 |

Trust
ormer Dutch coach,
Louis van Gaal, has
again been linked wrth
becoming ~ Manchester
United’s next manager.

Van Gaal, 50, résigned as
manager of Holland three
weeksago following their tail-
\u\re tg ualify for"the 2002

up.

van Gaal

s Cup

an

United enae1 ooking fora
coach to replace Sir Alex
Ferguson when he retires at
the end of the season.

Van Gaal is the only one
of the high-profile coaches
berng considered who IS not
curréntl undercontract

The h( Express claim
that representatives from Old

Trafford have contacted Van
Gaal s agents within the last
week.

United have made an
early move because German
side’Hertha Berlin arekeen to
make Van Gaal therr new boss,
accor in tot e rep ort t

e 0

Barca’s last

waldo |sI|keI to mrss
Barceo as fi a match
against

o3 1S O Dreparation

strated enough technical
depth to win even Interna-
tional acclaim,

Qnigbinde contended
that it was Important to set up
asound technical department
In the NFA that would work
assidnously with coach
Shuatbu Amodu-led technical
crew for needed technical

Aku, Sports Minister

leged to have re[Jected offers

to serve the nation on prinf'

ciple said, the operatron ofthe

crvrl service rules in the foot-
house was Iargel espon

assare|
Stred

Passarella who played in
Italy for Fiorentina and Inter
Mllan faced atou?h series of

ames inwhich to turm around

arma’s season, with three of
their five league defeats com-
ing against Juventus, AS
Romaand AC Milan.
But SundaYs 4-1 ham-
merrnﬁ by Atalanta, proved
to be the final straw for Parma
president Stefano Tanzi,

|talian media reports have

linked former Parma coaches
Nevio Scala and Arrigo
Sacchi with the job.

Sacchi was briefly in
charge of the club last sea-
son before quitting because
of stress.

Parma are facing their
worst ever season in the Ital-
ian top flight. Since winning
promouon to Serie A for the
irsttime in 1990, Parma have
never finished outside of th&
top seven.

support in the guest to con-
quer the world in football.

He allayed fears about En-
gland, Argentina and Sweden
Roting that by virtue of qual-
fying for the mundial each
coun rK was capable of win-
ning the World Cup hence

th((jere IS no soft group,” he
sal

i nna o et o
game 0
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urn 0 f!lrmerrlb Ajax

w en Co Adriaanse was
sacked recently, but the job
now looks I|ker to go to
Ronald Koeman.

Van Gaal’s re[outatlon was
dented when Hol and failed to
qualify for the World Cup.

But_he created the last
?reat Ajax side and led them

0aEuropean Cupwin in 1995,

He ‘also reorganised
Barcelona and led thém to the
Spanish title ineach ofhis two
years with them.

And he himself has said:
“| can imagine that a club like
Manchester United would be
mterested In Lawis van Gaal.”

001

Espanyol on Saturday.

Barca said in a statement
that the Brazilian is still suf-
ferrnﬁ from adrom strain that
keB imout ot last weekend’s
1-0 win over Villarreal and
would “almost certainly” miss
the Catalan derby.

Swedish_ defender Patrik
Andersson is definitely out
fSaturday 5 game after suf-

fering a concussion in a 2-2
draw with Celta Vigo on De-
cember 9.

Barcelona are currently
struggling in seventh place in
the Spanish first division, four

m(rjr sdbehmd leaders Real
adri

srlblsn(?tfootﬂlha} ong f%eve%rb Sat]% rh'fﬁré‘tp? ﬂ

beyond mere social outl et
The soccer technocrat

it was marfnfest antof

@Imwéﬂg%glﬁ/e OI’ES tt at

contrnue to msrst on run
ning.the secretariat on civil
?ervrg grece pts and ahso-
ute dependence on govern-

Omg mdeacknowledged
thou h“that depen ence-on
ove nmentfor omeundmg
aynotbfee]ntrreoy iminate
in ew%t o0r e onomrc
terrain but contended that

ependence was ri-

outr ht de
%J Onrlqude who,at-
% thew téen Interview
the declared vacant post
NFA technical director,

t e vaca t post was |nad

It|s ridiculous to set a

tltude test for |peop?e with d%
cades of pro Eer or
mances,’ esar while admit-
ting that the wrltt n test was
rather tough too aca-

d
emrca oufdneav wished

that ques lons pe based on
purely technical and admin-
g T ©
p nethe|ess Onigbinde
sard the develqp Hregt was a
L
t[r]oonrl resmofustr rerbdetterrogrcrd
woufd bepa opted PP

ua $"Haizili*n Rivaldo (R ) tries to keep control of the huh

aSner during their Spanish

division soccer match at Barcelona’s Nou Camp stadium...recentlf



FLATS TO LET

30 Si_n%I_e and 2-room flats are being let out in

Garki District, Abuja at reasonable prices. In-

terested tenants should call us on mobile Tele-
hﬁng No. 08044180876 and ask for Mr.
akabe.

Corporate hodies that may wish to rent the en-

tire block of flats may be preferred.

Management

EDITORIAL

Stopping the slide to
one-party state (1)

here is a heated debate going on in the country
that was triggered by the Electoral Law, es-
pecially its Section 80, Subsection 1 which states

that new political Ipartie_s shall only be allowed to
elections provided they “first

ticipate in genera
ticipate in the ideal ﬂovernment elections and win at
least 10 percent of the councillorship and chairman-
ship positions throughout the federation spread amon%
two third of the state of the federation and the Federa
Capital Territory to be eligible to participate in the
federal and state elections”. The Presidency aIIegedI%/
smuggled this portion into the bill in connivance wit
the principal officers of the National Assembly.

While on one divide, the All Peoples Party (APP),
the Alliance for Democracy (AD), the 36 state gover-
nors and the new political associations seeking regis-
tration are saying the Electoral Law is a legislative
fraud and an executive coup a?ainst our nascent de
mocracy, the PDP-led federal government insists,
through its well-oiled propaganda machinery, that the
law is an objective and fair legislation devoid of any
interference from the executive. But shout as the gov-
ernment may, the signs are clear that Nigeria is on the
road to a one-party state.

In retrospect, however, it would appear the jour
ney actually started on May 29, 1999 when President
Obasanjo started poachin? from rival parties.

The APP chairman, Alhaji Mahmud Waziri, was
made a special adviser on inter-party relations; an-
other Farty member, Chief Ben Obi, was appointed
special adviser on security matters while the defeated
gubernatorial candidate of the APP in Abia State,
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor, emerged as Minister for
Economic matters (Presidency). He is today PDP’s
national scribe.

From the AD, its leading ideologue, Chief Bola Ige,
became Minister of Mines and Power even as Mrs.
Dupe Adelaja, daughter of Senator Abraham
Adesanya was appointed Minister of State for Defence.
In time another AD top-notcher, Chief Chukwuemeka
Ezeife, also came onboard as political adviser to the
president.

If Nigerians saw nothing alarming in these seem-
ingly innocuous appointments, it was because the
placed too much premium on Obasanjo’s second a
vent, clothed, as it were, in messianic pretensions.

And when Senator Wahab Dosunmu and his fel
low travellersin the National Assembly decamped from
the AD to the ruling PDP sometime this year without
vacating their seats, not a few accusing fingers were
pointed at the Presidency and the government ap-
pointed Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) for mastermindin% it. And the federal
government’s denial of the charge was tepid, to say
the least. .

However, if the undue positioning of the PDP for
electoral advantages come 2003 had been seen as omi-
nous by all lovers of democracy, the passage of the
Electoral Bill and the hurried, assent to it by Presi-
dent Obasanjo has been roundly criticised as undemo-
cratic, self-serving and fraudulent.

We cannot but agree more as the unholy legisla-
ture-executive alliance, esFeciaIIy with re?ard to the
smuggling of the sinister clause into the Bill, is a coup
against democracy, political pluralism and the Nige
rian people. For not only does it unfairly short-change
Nigerians; the controversial law threatens the flower-
ing of the tree of democracy by deliberately constrict-
ing the political space.

LYtaJST

Trust Is A Burden

THURSDAY COLUMN

Agenda for Northern media

By Adamu Muhammad Nababaz

r mtilere is no doubt that the media in every society is important
- 1t not an absolute necessity, In this-age of reaspn, or the

X lack of it, the wide communication gap between Vine man
and another is almost com?letely narrowed, whereby modem gad-

ets of communication petweeri People living far apart have made

grlink not only possible and Taster, but is done with ease and
Hort. Therefore today, all forms of communications - both in-
idual and corporate = is not only done through telegrams or
telephone mails or fax, but also through e-mail and the web. And
these are also done with remarkable efficiency and sophistication.
Certainly Professor Marshall McLuhan’s Eosmon that the world
has become a global village cannot be contested atall.
These instruments of communication are what serve as impe-
tus to the invulnerability of the media anywhere in the world to-
day..In ather words, the'media as an orgafised process of the dis-
semination of information, education and entertainment is intrin-
sically married to these instruments of communication - the tele-
phone, fax, e-mail and the Internet.

_ No society today maves even an inch closer to development
without aviable media. So the media is no longer an option but an
absolute necessity for any people who feel thiey have a common
cause to foster; or a way of life they may want to sustain; or a
religion they may want to promote; or a culture they may want to
preserve; o a business interest they may want to protect. Any so-
ciety, or public figure of high standing'who !?nores the place of
the media today, does so at its or his own EJ_en. _

. Northern N|H1er|a has never been exceptionally smart in appre-
ciating the fact that the media, or the acquisition”of a viable one,
has been the major instrument of development today. This is to
saY, Northern Nigeria, as an entity has never been able to success-
fully use the media as a weapon to fight back at its detractors.
Hence the North Is always on the deferisive, At every stage of ifs
development, the North is either stunted by it- for lackinga virile
media, or fought off its detractors completely unarmed.”And so

a
It 15 not the lack of resources, or manpower or the absence of

the enabling environment, but it is, indeed, the lack of the will to
rise byt the relevant people, to the challenge to achieve acollective
aspiration,

pThe North, besides, always sc_offm% at modernisation in gen-
eral, and because of a firm beliefin stultifying traditions, hasalso
failed to understand or differentiate between” modernisation and
westernisation. Ifwe have to resist the overwhelming impact of
westernisation - orwestern education in particular - we shouldn’t
do so to the charm or mesmerising effect of modernisation on our
lives. The media.is one of such aSpects of modernisation that we
must court for f_rl_endshlg or (tl_et engaged for eternal marna%e.

_ V_er)( promising. publications Rad sprouted in the North but
died in their formative years. They died mostly when they were
full oflife and without any sign of&ilment, Such kind of dedth- as
Inreal life of a personwho has died - is always devastating as our
plight today when only ong publication could give us succur and
consolation that we are after all, not all dead woods. And this is
none other than the Media Trust Limited, publishers of Weekly
Trust (Kaduna) and Daily Trust (Abu1a)n. The sudden death of two
Bubhcatlons In'the North'stands out as the muost catastrophic - The
( Kenélocrat newspapers (Kaduna) and Citizen newsmagazine

aduna). Co . .
There were publications in the North like the Sentinel
newsmagazine (Kaduna), Just magazine SKaduna), Hotline Inter-
natjonal newsrnaqazme (Kaguna) and Telex International (Z_ar|a1
which are practically out of circulation today. Crystal Internationa
Abuja is alive and kicking but not yet a Strong reference point.
There were newspapers, t0o, that have been dear to us but have
died as well. The Reporter (Kaduna) and Today (Kaduna). Qther
publications had made their debuts, but that was all, like light-
ning, they quickly faded out, and there are The Millennium news-
paper (Kaduna) and Newsaaurd_ new3|oaper (Kano), Conscience
newsmagazine (Kano) and Nigeria Outlook newsmagazine (Kano)
?ﬁe_ stfllltallve and trying to make sure grass doesn’t grow under
ir feet.

. Private publishing houses in the North are looked at essen-
tially by supposedly potential investors as mere money guzzlers
without any prospect of instant dividends. But such ventures are
not - and should not - |dea_II¥ be taken as money spinning busi-
nesses, The mongy is there; it tumbles in only gradual IE;, but surely,
Most importantly, the aspiration of a peoplé could be protectéq
and promoted_bette_r, or at least be saved from callous blackmail
and outright distortion by detractors. And the absence ofa viable
media wi onI}/ put the people at the mercy of those who have it,
towrite the history of People In any way théy wish or to present us
in the prism they want us to be seén. _ _

Those who realised the implication of lacking a medja organ
had set their publishing empires which make money for them and
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at the same time promotes and protects their interests. The late
ChiefM. K. O. Abiola has become a ¢lassical example of a busi-
ness mogul who knew how to But his money where his mouth
was, 1fthe late Abiola failed to be an astute politician, he was at
least an astute businessman. He set up the Concord Press Nigeria
Ltd. in 1980 for purely political reasons and to support his tower-
Ing business. By setting up the paper, he foughtth_e late Awolowo’s
party, the UPN"and hiS paper, The Tribune Tor his party, the NPN,
And when he quite politics in 1982, he turned his pdper against
the NPN machinery which frustrated his attempt at contesting for
the presidency in 1983. _ o

hen the |ate Abjola bounced back into politics in 1993, a
decade after bidding 1t goodhye, the paper having survived, he
prosecuted his political campaign Iar(]]ely onthe paﬂes ofthe Con-
cord newspapers. The fapers were able to provide the needed pub-
licity required by the June 12 crisis up to the stage of making it @
Yorubaaffair and consequently, awar fought only by the late Chief
who also dlied In the attempt to claim a floating mandate.

It is significant to note that when the late Abiola set up the
Concord Press, it was said that except for two things, the manage
ment could go the whole hog to, make a strong presence, in the
Pohty. Thesé two things werg said_to be his professed rellqmn -
slam - and of course, Ris business. These two, he said, should not
be attacked. _ _

The North has never woken up from its slumber as in Novem-
ber 1999, when African Research and Development Agency and
Universal Ideas in collaboration with about eleven private media
organisations in the North, organised a two day conference on the:
Reparting the North: In search ofObjective Media. The difficul-
ties facing the North due to lack of viable media were fully high
lighted by top-flight journalists and academics from the North. It
was really a soul-Ssarching conference where everything was laid
bare, solutions proffered and donations made. It is hoped that the
far-reaching resolutions in the communique should bear fruit by
now, that dream, those declarations at that great event should not
be allowed to fade away from our memoq. _ _

Itisjust as Mallam"Abubakar Jika said in a su% estion paper
he issued at the conference that “It is obvious to boththe elites and
masses of the North, that their interest in the qunan federaion
would be seriously undermined unless and until they find virile
and bjectjve media to be heard, seen and reckoned with”.

True, the North should not continue to be at the receiving end.
We must change. We must be able to stand up, and even stand
akimbo to blow our own trumpet. The Jate Sardauna, of blessed
memory, had told us that If you don’t blow your own trumpet,
nobody will blow |tfor¥ou because everyone would be busy blow-
ing his. And there is this parable of the American natjon in the
strugple for change where a stem judge who warned his country
that 1t had not yet changed “because many thought that it did not
need changes - but because that thiswas an illusion of the damned.
America had to change -.... because ifs 28 million black citizens
would no I_on(lqer livé squer” 50 also the North. We have to
change, quickly, we would ng'longer live supinely!

Ifis pertinent to ask the whereabouts ofthe créam of Northern

journalists who made the profession tick and glow, and to also ask

Wwhat must have happened to their voices that once ruled the air-
waves and t'¥e inkpot that was always running. Easily remembered
IS the formidable Citizen team which | am very proud of. | know
Kabiru Yusufis still active and doing the best one can expect from
aprofessional at the Media Trust Ltd., Mohammed Haruna is now
a columnist at the Daily Trust. What of the amiable ironjournal-
ist, Bilkisu Yusuf? Why the silence? And where is the master of
humour and wits, Adamu Adamu? After PTF, what next?
At the Democrat, | must ask Abdulhamid Babatunde, who
inspired me to love the ﬁrofessmn and then encouraged me to go
to school.. I did. After the Democrat, why the silence? Where'is
Abdulkarim Albashir? The master researcher? Where is Gausu
Ahmad? Sale Nari Maina? And where are famed broadcasters, the
Getsos, Gali Sadiq and Hauwa Baba Ahmed? It seems, like the
politics oftoday inNigeria, the generational shift has hit the North
em media as well. Bt we want legacies that can outlive the pio-
neers, _ . :
Governments in the North are not doing much to establish
strong media organisations besides setting up small TV stations
for themselves and newspapers that can hardly pass the test of
serious newsletters or official bulletins. Except'for The Triumph
newspaper (Kano) no state l(%overnment inthe North has been able
to float a newspaper worthy enough. The Triumph newspapers
might have its problems hut it has never been out of business,
there seemed to be an inbuilt survival instinct in the company. S0
for about twenty years now, it remained the only state owned riews
paper. in Northérn N|ger|a that could be takenseriously.

F|nal_l¥, we may as well ask, why have our top-fhght bureau
crats, politicians, bisinessmen and royal fathers fajled or refuse to
take the gauntletand launch themsglves intothe pubhshmg world?
Where are Mai Deribes, the Dan%\(l)tes,_ the Dantatas, the
Chanchangis, the Dankahos et cetera? What s the reason for pref-
erence to Imvest in cement and rice, airways and haulage and not
In the media? Ifthese could bring money, the media would also
bring money and security. It s time to"diversify by giving the

medmgtg. ,
Nababa is ofP. O. Box 4984, Kano.
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