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T he ruling Peoples 
Dem o-cratic Party 
(PDP), disciplinary 

committee will meet today to 
decide appropriate punish­
ment to be meted out to al­
leged errant members. 
Today’s meeting may also rec­
ommend punitive measures 
against the Vice President, 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, be­
lieved to be on the 
committee’s list of high pro-

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

the committee’s activity after 
its meeting, observing that he 
can not preempt the 
committee’s proceedings.

A newspaper (not Daily 
Trust), reported last Thursday

be both a judge and the jury 
in the matter. He however con­
firmed that the committee will 
meet to consider the cases 
before it.

On the speculations that 
the name of the vice president 
is on the committee’s agenda, 
Alhaji Shema who is also the 
party’s deputy national chair­
man (North), said that he 
would adequately speak on

that the vice president was Defence o f Democracy,
billed to appear before the “Abubakar, it was learnt is to
panel to be tried for alleged answer questions before the
anti-party activities which in- committee on his alleged d
eludes funding the Move- loyalty to Obasanjo and the
ment for the Restoration and Cont on Pg.

file members engaged in al­
leged anti-party activities.

Chairman of the disciplin­
ary committee, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Shema, told Daily Trust yes­
terday that he would not com­
ment on the cases before his 
committee reiterating his ear­
lier position that he would not

Govs meet on 3rd term
State governors will meet 

in Abuja tomorrow, re­
portedly to take a final 

stand on the constitutional 
amendment, especially the 
contentious issue of tenure 
extension.

Sources told Daily Trust 
that the governors who are 
likely beneficiaries are ex­
pected to support constitu­
tional amendment for a third 
term for political office hold­
ers.

However, a source said it 
may not be an easy sail be­
cause there are governors 
that have refused to come 
aboard the third term train.

The source points to the 
fact that Governor George 
Akume, Mr. Boni Haruna 
(Adamawa) and Sam Egwu 
(Ebonyi) departed half way 
through the governors 
forum’s meeting in Abuja two 
weeks ago when the third 
term issue was being dis­
cussed.

Similarly, the source said 
some state governors did not 
even turn up for the meeting. 
They are, Governor Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, Lagos state, 
Chief Joshua Dariye, Plateau, 
Dr. Chris Ngige, Anambra

leged third term plans.
Sources told Daily Tru 

that tomorrow’s event w i 
however consolidate on the 
Governors Forum previou' 
meeting, especially getti: 

Cont. on Pg. .

By Emmanuel Bello, Political\ 
Editor & Sufuyan Ojiefo,

Special Correspondent 
state and Orji UzorKalu, Abfa 
State. Their absence was 
widely regarded as a resis­
tance to the president’s al­

The Enumeration Area Demarcation (EAD)forthe 2008 populate 
and housing census has been compieted. The EAD involves division 
of the entire country into small land areas that can be convenient!. 
covered by a pair of enumerators during the census period.

The Commission is currently checking these areas for quality’ ani 
correctness. Members of the public are requested to cooperate wit1 
the Quality Control Officers.

The general public is also requested to report to the Commission 
State/FCT offices if either their houses have not been numbered i 
visited during the demarcation period ^September, 2004 
December. 2005).

Isabelle Dinoire, a 38-year-old French mother o f  two who received the first facial trans- 
—yttfn t on 27 November after being mauled by her dog. (See fu ll  story on Page 14).

Mbcki rules 
out third term

The reports, which are expected not later than SSthFebruary 200r 
should be forwarded through any of the following;

Physical contact - National Population Commission o< 
(Headquarters and all state capitals)South African President, 

Thabo Mbeki, has ruled 
out staying in his post 

beyond the end of his second 
term in 2009.

He said the governing Af­
rica National congress (ANC) 
would not use its two-third 
parliamentary majority to

change the constitution to 
allow a third presidential term.

Formerly deputy presi­
dent, Mr. Mbeki succeeded 
Nelson Mandela as president 
in 1999 and was re-elected in 
2004.

Some ANC supporters 
Cont. on Pg. 2
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sponsorship of an opposition 
party, the Movement for the 
Restoration and Defence of 
Democracy,” said the paper.

However, the disciplinary 
committee did not meet as re­
ported. Although there was 
no official reasons for its in­
ability to meet, sources said 
the party may be finding it 
difficult to gamer sufficient 
proof to indict the vice presi­
dent.

Buttressing this, spokes­
man to the vice president, 
Malam Garba Shehu, told 
Daily Trust that the PDP does 
not have credible grounds to 
prosecute Atiku. He said that 
the charge of sponsoring the 
MRDD cannot be substanti­
ated as nobody has produced 
a cheque or records of trans­
actions showing that the vice 
president gave money to the 
group or attended its meeting.

The MRDD also d is­
owned the vice president yes­
terday, denouncing media re­
ports that made the claims. 
Speaking on the matter, the 
association’s interim chair­
man, Alhaji Gambo Jimeta, said 
that the VP is not a member 
nor a financier of the MRDD, 
even as he lambasted the PDP

3rd term
dissenting governors to sup­
port the amendment. “The 
matter might even be thrown 
up in a vote with the majority 
likely to support the third term 
issue.”

South West PDP gover­
nors have however taken 
their stand on the third term 
issue when last Friday, they 
generally endorsed President 
Olusegun Obasanjo when the 
latter was in Ogun State for 
an official visit.

Meanwhile, five state gov­
ernors allegedly of the All Ni­
geria Peoples Party (ANPP),

| are working for the realization 
of the third term ambition of 
President O lusegun 
Obasanjo, Daily Trust inves­
tigations has revealed.

The governors of Jigawa, 
Borno, Yobe, Kebbi and 
Zamfara states have begun 
working for the success of the 
third term project before the 
Governors Forum meeting, 
sources said in Abuja, last 
week, at which the 36 state 
governors reached a resolu­
tion to support a comprehen­
sive amendment of the con­
stitution.

Feelers emerged last week 
that the Jigawa state gover­
nor, Alhaji Saminu Turaki, is 
in the thick of the planned 
tenure extension, a project 
into which he is alleged to 
have committed about N 1 bil­
lion in sponsorship of the 
Unity Forum in the House of 
Representatives.

The Unity Forum is acting 
as a counterpoise to the 
Northern Members Forum in 
the House of Representa­
tives which is opposed to the 
extension of tenure of politi­
cal office holders.

Publicity Secretary of the 
Unity Forum, Honourable 
Binta Goji, who said that the 
forum is to promote peace and 
unity in the country, said it 
was unfortunate that such al­
legations could be made 
against the patriotic initiative.

“It >vill interest you to 
know how the Unity Forum 
started. I was just looking at

as a dying party.
Alhaji Jimeta also dis­

tanced the MRDD from any 
links with the vice president 
and pointed out that his po­
litical organization is the “suc­
cessor” of the ruling PDP.

The vice president has 
been linked with the MRDD 
in recent times, especially 
when a number of his politi­
cal associates are said to be 
in the group. The MRDD, a 
coalition of the MDD and 
MRD, has politicians such as 
Prince Yomi Edu, Chief Audu 
Ogbeh, C hief (M rs.) Titi 
Ajanaku, Alhaji Lawal Kaita, 
Chief Tom Ikimi, Ms. Funke 
Adedoyin, among others said 
to be political associates of 
the vice president.

Meanwhile, Atiku is said 
to be shopping for a viable 
political platform to actualize 
his presidential ambition in 
2007. He is being linked to one 
of the newly registered party, 
the ACD, a claim which has 
since been denied by Garba 
Shehu, who told Daily Trust 
that “the vice president is still 
in the PDP and has not made 
up his mind to run for the of­
fice of the president yet.”
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the coat of arms and I saw 
unity and progress and I said 
to myself that we should work 
for the unity and progress of 
the nation. Those who are 
fighting for north/south di­
chotomy are old people.

Also, but in a quick re­
sponse to the allegation that 
Governor Turaki is financially 
involved in the tenure exten­
sion project, his Special As­
sistant (m edia), Alhaji 
Mohammed M urtala, dis­
missed the allegation as “in­
fantile.”

He challenged those he 
called “faceless peddlers of 
such dangerous rumour,” to 
come out with documentary 
evidence to back up their 
claims, otherwise they should 
desist from what he called 
“calculated and continuous 
attempt to bring Governor 
Turaki into ridicule in the es­
timation of Jigawa people.”

Murtala wondered where 
a state like Jigawa would get 
one billion naira to cough out 
into a third term project when 
the state needed such funds 
to pump into the development 
of infrastructure. He said the 
whole thing was a lie, a con­
coction to disparage Gover­
nor Turaki.

According to him, “this is 
a very big lie. How did he get 
the money and where is the 
evidence that Governor 
Turaki dipped his hands into 
the public coffers, pulled out 
one billion and gave it to 
whqever that is working on 
the so-called third term 
agenda?

“For what purpose would 
he give that kind of money? 
If I may ask, does President 
Obasanjo want a third term in 
office? Did he tell you jour­
nalists that he w ants a third 
term? We are not aware that 
he wants a third term. And, 
besides, I do not know why 
the rumour peddlers have de­
cided to pick on Governor 
Turaki because he is a quiet, 
straight-forward and honest 
person.”

Corruption: EFCC operatives withdraw from Jos i
There were indications 

yesterday that the Eco­
nomic and Financial 

Crimes Commission, EFCC, 
have withdrawn from Jos af­
ter attem pts to arrest the 
Speaker and some members of 
the Plateau state House of 
Assembly failed on Sunday.

Our correspondent con­
firmed in Jos that the EFCC 
operatives who laid siege on 
the official quarters o f the 
Speaker and some members 
had quietly withdrawn from 
the premises and may have 
called off their operations in 
the state.

However, EFCC spokes­
man Mr. O sita said the 
agency did not send its men 
to Jos to arrest the members 
of the House of Assembly and 
that it was not interested in 
arresting the lawmakers.

Mr. Osita Nwajah, who 
gave the reaction in a tele­
phone chat with our corre­
spondent, also denied being 
aware o f any raid on the 
houses of the Speaker and six 
members of the House of As­
sembly.

Many of the members who 
were reported to have been 
arrested by the anti graft body 
who could not be reached on 
phone the previous day be­
came accessible on phone

Mbeki
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have called for a debate on a 
constitutional change, pro­
moting speculations over a 
third term.

But in an interview with 
South African television, Mr. 
Mbeki moved to crush such 
speculations.

He said that even with its 
more than two-thirds major­
ity, the ANC is not going to 
use this two-thirds majority 
fundamentally to alter the 
constitution .

“By the end o f2009,1 will 
have been in a senior posi­
tion in government for 15 
years. I think that’s too long,” 
Mr. Mbeki said, adding that 
“I think that after 15 years, I 
should step aside in any 
case.”

The SA National Civics 
Organisation - a coalition of 
civic organisations broadly 
allied to the ANC - has called 
for a debate on changing the 
constitution so as to allow the 
president to run for a third 
term in office.

But Mr. Mbeki said the 
ANC does not support that 
position, despite having won 
more than two-thirds of the 
seats in parliament in the 2004 
election - enough to change 
the constitution unilaterally if 
it so choo'ses.

“The ANC has taken the 
position that we don’t want 
to change the constitution,” 
said Mr. Mbeki.

“Even when we got more 
than two-thirds majority, we 
said that we are not going to 
use this two-thirds majority 
fundamentally to alter the 
constitution. And that re­
mains our position.”

Over the last decade, other 
African leaders have drawn 
criticisms at home and inter­
nationally for seeking to ex­
tend their terms in office be­
yond their original mandate.

By Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent (Jos)

yesterday and refuted claims 
that they were arrested by the 
EFCC.

But Daily Triist learnt that 
the EFCC only called off the 
raid when words leaked of 
their presence in the state 
which made the legislators to 
go underground.

The Deputy Speaker of the

House, Honourable Usman 
Zumunta Musa, when con­
tacted on phone, stated that 
he was not arrested and that 
was away the previous day 
on a personal trip.

Meanwhile, the member 
representing Quanpaan con­
stituency, Honourable Mike 
Dapialong, denied allegations 
against him that he was in­
strumental to the EFCC’s 
search of members residence, 
saying it was unfortunate that

the Speaker could make ^uch 
allegations against a member 
when the House had resolved 
to appear before the EFCC in 
the event that any of the 
member is picked.

The Speaker, Honourable 
Simon Lalong, had accused 
the member of being the brain 
behind the raid, saving 
Dapialong is interested in 
taking over his position as 
speaker.

The chairman house committee on states and local government, Hon. Dr. Ahmed Musa 
Ibeto, answering questions from  newsmen after the inspection tour o f  the project o f  Abaji 
Area Council chairman... recently. Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.

Meningitis kills seven in Bauchi
A n outbreak of menin 

gitis in Shira, Ganjuwa 
and Dass local gov­

ernment areas of Bauchi state 
has claimed seven lives, while 
seventeen patients are On 
critical condition in hospitals, 
Daily Trust investigations 
has revealed.

Our correspondent who 
was in Shira local government 
where eleven cases of the dis­
ease has been reported with 
four people already dead as a 
result of the infection, reports 
that some of the victims are 
lying helplessly at the Gen­
eral Hospital, Yana, the head­
quarters of the local govern­
ment, with health personnel 
uncertain of what to do.

Malama Aishat Audu told 
our correspondent that she 
has been on admission with 
her son in the hospital for the 
past three days, but lamented 
that she was not satisfied with 
the treatment as the condi­
tion of her son has refused to 
improve, even as she is con­
templating taking the sick 
child to Bimin Kudu, Jigawa 
state.

The Shira local govern­
ment was said to haye writ­
ten a letter to the state minis­
try of health for its interven­
tion three weeks ago when the 
first case was recorded, with­
out any response from the 
ministiy. The chairman of the 
local government, Alhaji Sule 
Hassan Danja, was not avail-

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
Correspondent (Bauchi)

able to confirm the report as 
he was said to have travelled 
to Bauchi.

The state’s Commissioner. 
Professor Iliyasu Mohainned 
was not available to con in n  
the outbreak as he wa> not 
on seat when our correspon­
dent twice went to his office-

I k .
Arrival o f  Olu o f Ilaro, His Royal Highness Oba Adekanbi Telia 
the airport for a civic reception for President Olusegun Ohasan} 
who visited Ogun State... recently. Pic: Oladipupo Odur - l
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Wilmot arrives for Murtala lecture
F orm er Sociology 

teacher in Ahmadu 
Beilo University, Zaria, 

Dr Patrick Wilmot, will return 
to Nigeria this week for the 
memorial lecture of the late 
General Murtala Muhammad.

Dr Patrick Wilmot was de­
ported to London in March 
1988 by the Nigeria Immigra- 

! i ion Service on the allegations 
I that he was preaching a revo- 

• -tion.

By Abubakar Huruna,
Reporter

The Jamaican bom aca­
demic was among the intellec­
tuals that worked for the late 
Head of State during his fa­
mous proclamation that “Af­
rica has come of age’' and the 
eventual freedom for Angola.

Wilmot’s return for a 10- 
day visit is being organised 
by the civil society organiza­
tions, ASUU activists and

Abuja Infrastructure
gulps N2S0bn -el-Rufai

te i-rov

I 2 >■ Abuja,
Federal C . t n iton 

CT) has gulpei >v. N25G 
oillion in the thirty ■ ears of 
theexistence of the te ntory.

FCT Minister. Mallam 
Nasir el-Rufai, who stat d this 

. Monday at a press brief- 
ng in the celebration of the 

, rrtiv. arv of the FCT, 
iowev.r .jtid the territory 
\czd- N?(X;bJ*i<; ;o open up 

r e . • *»sric- satellite

By Nasir ini
'uja Proper’

Obasanjo to clean • : tne ter ■ 
vitory and restore the lost 
glory as envisage., in ihe 
Abuja Master Plar

th e  minister said the re­
forms carried out in the FCT 
under his administration in­
clude abolition of the Lands 
Department and the e stabi ;sh- 
n lent of the Abuja Geographic 
Information Sysfen which 
saw to the computerization of 
a land registry and the re-is 
suance of C of Os

Mil. Nasir el-Rufai said 
932 d welopm ent permits 

••-e'g>Jilted in IS months 
v i iifc • OOmillion u -is paid as 

‘CTifnp :. ^Hiicn to persons 
vere de­

molished.
On the relegation o: 

i • ;'iarters ‘In the F ■ 1 the mi..
’■ - «id 4 1 vitlaj, phase 

! r 5 ' :;FCt were ;>n erated 
« *ii c '8,8?U ;';ersMtts ‘si- 
v'o’’.nd ai Kar.ru> feu ; qua. 
tors village we. * v ntlv

pro-democracy campaigners. ■ 
According to the programme j 
of event put together by the 
Centre of Democracy, and De- j 
velopment (CDD), Centre for j 
Information and Technology 
and Development (CITAD), 
Wilmot will arrive Lagos to- j 
morrow.

He will hold media events 
in the commercial capital the 
following day, including meet­
ing with new spaper and 
magazine publishers as well 
as a book reading programme I 
atthejazzie.

The intellectual legend | 
Will be in Abuja between | 
Februarys 9 and February 10, : 
for a meeting w ith ihe edito­
rial board of the Media Trust 
Limited, publishers of Daily 
Trust and Weeklv Trust news-

Also in Abuia, Wilmot will 
deliver a lecture at the Uni­
versity o f Abuja, participate 
in a seminar at the NLC head 
quarters and attend a special 
night organised by the CDD.

Hie weekend of February 
1 i . wilt be the turn of ABU 
Zaria, to host its lonnarmeir. ! 
bet including a see inar or. a 
new book put together by the j 
visitor himself.

Wilmot wit! he ;>i Kano on I 
February 13,to p  urticipatc Lr. ! 
tie  commemonuien ■ efths Isle 
Head o f S tsTe M ortals 1 
M aiiam m ad, at t;e. ’ 
'Vfambaiya F;e<e: e. r. * - 
at-ik. • - f  "he ■■
Andiic

Us will Thpr. " v - e  : 
Poi? ji'c^eeui* ’e ee‘-.i.... .v .>■;

\Jinistcr of FCT, Malian, * usir el Rufat (left) and member representing FCT, Hon. Ado Sidi 1/ 
o'uriit,i ’he press conference tv inaih the 30th year anniversary o fFCT in Abuja... yesterday. Pic: FcIl\
Onighinde.

Jok olo  gets better at 
N ationalHospital

I V  e deposed Emir of 
Gwundu. Alhaji 
M ustapha Haruna 

Jokolo, is fast recuperating at 
the National L- .piul, Abuja, 
from health c«;>nr!ications 
which may h - esiilted 
ft '.n high ’jle i'i pressure, 
Drily iem i rel-t^bly eathered.

"ne iVccntlv deposed 
< e«i; checke A ■ •• • -as 
; etiee \ .  »t\ Naiioijal H

r«or>u-c;K> aiist 
in v 'f. . Ne^'irawa 
><• el. '".d  ■ ihRtruc- 
i . e :

; ieknS- to th«
'•»a»oivJrHcv<iisd, ' ' ' ' - e  for

;By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,!
Senior Reporter

pro per treatment in view of his 
.deteriorating health as at last 
week.

it could be recalled that 
Alhaji Jokolo who was de­
posed by the iecarnbcitt ex­
ecutive governor ■•>; Kebbi 
State. Alhaji \d.nnu Aliero, 
a>i.> been under tight security 
: i Obi local government area 
e Nasarawa state where he 
, es hanisiied to

Daily eethered.
the deposed: !-e was not 

Tivwea  to reecivc. visitors, 
jt Jtiduigmei, bvf' -fiusfaru-

The c h i . / •> ' '  o ia ions 
e' u ■ oftte.N . e: Hospi-

. tai, '-buja, W  eya Ozi. 
■’itdjq, win cor.ftrrned to 
j l fm s t  ih'i': +ha d posed 

Emir of Ch- .‘JBdtt has teen 
;n ai“ hosjiirdl sijice * e,;.\ eek,

maintained that he is respond 
ing very well to treatment.

Though all attempts to see 
Alhaji Jokolo at the private 
wing, Ward B of the Nationa 
Hospital proved abortive, his 
close aide told our reporie. 
that the deposed Emir is far 
better now than he » j '  
brought to the hospital la-- 
week

“Am sorry, he said he cen 
not speak with you now a> 
he has been attending to v im  - 
tors who have been troop r . 
in to see him since morning. 
Jokolo’s aide who pleaded 
anonymity noted.

Alhaji Jokolo who w as i - 
19th holder of the office of i he 
Emir of Gwandu was deposed 
in June last year by Alh 
Adamu Aliero, the Kebbi 
State governor who replaced 
him with retired General 
Muhammadu Jega.

isnake from Muhammad Abubakar.
Correspondent (Gomhe>

very insecure for the people 
of the chiet'dom.

“I can confidently ttl I ■ u 
now that Kahungo chiefcom 
is about 90 percent free lr r  
v ;tses o f snakebites as aga • >r , 
some yeal'- ago. On^y ore 
death was recorded la 'i > e -r. 
In the previous two years, we 
recorded more than 3 
deaths.’ said the rcya1 father.

He attributed the ono ess 
o f the measures taker to cu h 
the menace on the pi ze 
^placed on each dead snake 

6rougft to As paface a. i</f j 
efforts of the people ie tre | 
area to rid the ehiefdom of this 1
'KVOTd.Ce.. “

lie Mai o f  Kaltungo dlso

ment tor stocking the 
Kaitungo General Hospiiai 
witii anti snake venom as w ell, 
as the local government coun­
cil and wealthy individuals 

•^ho-hRSist'fc^rtHike he

tr, a t 1 Ji .t- . o,1 . 1 .j. a
j ; ' 11 O. i J | i t  ) ' .l. Jl J.-



Suspected  
r itu a lis t  
p lu c k s  

o u t  b o y ’s  
e y e s

A iO-year-old boy, 
Shitu Muntari, is now 
lying in critical 

condition at the Katsina 
General Hospital, having lost 
his eyes to a suspected 
ritualist.

According to reports, 
Shitu was found in the bush 
near Barawa V illage, in 
B atagaraw a local
governm ent area, on the 
outskirts o f Katsina, by a 

| good Samaritan last Friday.
He was found lying 

unconscious and the good 
Samaritan drew the attention 
of the villagers, who reported 
the case to the police.

The boy’s father, Malam 
Mohammed Muntari, who 
was at the hospital with his 
son, told the News Agency 
ofNigeria (NAN), that the boy 
left home to play with his 
peers around 8 p.m. last 
Thursday and never 
returned.

He said one o f his 
neighbours who w orks in the 
hospital, informed him that 
the boy was admitted at the 
hospital with his eyes 
removed.

The doctor who operated 
j on the boy’s eyes, Dr Ahmed 
Kofar-Bai, told NAN that 

r Shitu’s right eye was 
forcefully removed, while the 
left eye was damaged as an 
attempt was made to remove 
it too.

He said a sharp object, 
such as knife, was used to 
remove the boy’s eye, noting 
that “there is no hope that the 
boy will regain his sight”.

Kofar-Bai lamented that 
the trauma might lead the boy 
to suffer mental retardation 
and hypertension.

Trailer set ablaze by rioting commercial bus driven and vkada ridetf, in front o f Benue State University (BSU), Makurdi. Pis: Hir J om j h

Bauchi: Man loses two dangrh iers to fire
T hr* H i t t r ir f  H paH  n f  r— ——    -------------------- ■.

!
he District Head of 
Sbira in Bauchi state, 
A lhaji Baba Umar 

I Faruq, has los! two of his 
daughters, Safi} a and Radia 
to a mysterious midnighi 
infemo which a»so burnt pai: 
o f his house in Azare, tlse 
headquatres o f  K atagurr 
Em irate. The m idnight 
inferno, according to the 
people, is b mystery as its 
source c~«ld not be 
immediately a?,:erlained at 
the time o f going to press 
However, some sympathisers 
hinged it to an electrical fsmk 
from ihe buiiding which also j 
serves as his palace.

The c: strict Daily Trust \ 
learnt, is fEll mair .ainii. r, tr s ’ 
bu ild ing, although a 
government sou 'te  said 
Bauchi state go\ ; imms*? 
provided hire, ar- dtto&etfc

From Tiishil aimali Hatiaii, j
Correspondent in Bauchi

acct m m odation, h.-> ov: 
correspondent couid ik>. 
confirm tb* claim 

Apart fiwa tr*..- k /»  
personal effects and Va  tv--:* 
daughters, bis wivcu- 
properties such r,t some 
teweienei, d o lk s  r--4 other 
doa&esik itom s were

destroyed i- tae inferno.
However, Alhaji Faiua. 

while receiving sympathisers 
int.iaui.ng the I>r;-u ry 
Governor c Bauch:, A lh^i 
AboahaaHk Mehmooi hs:> 
attributed t'~e fire incident to 
an act o f  nature, a? h<* 
bel*eves thrf it was God t!« > 
j ave nim tee children and 
what be has k*st. Meanwhile,

the. De|iu:y < ?ovemor, Alhaji 
A bduim Jik Mahmud, has 
condoled the Em ir o f 
K’smginn Alhaji Mohammed 
X nbir I t a r ,  over the fire 
incidsnt that oocurred at the 
' i4'St.ict head c fShira’s palace.

Responding, the Emir of 
Kstegvxa, Alban Mohammed 
KLabir U aas, thanked the 
Deputy Ciovoraar and his

entourage for their concern 
arid lo \c a:id described it 
an act of God.

Also at the District Head 
o f Shire’s palace, the Deputy 
G overnor advised the 
District Head to regard the 
incident as an act of God and 
prayed that God should 
console him and give bin-1)» 
grace to hear the lou .

m en*  * ia?e, were 
yesterday f^vmhed fc» d«saU;,

i. , V i&> V' ^

Student commits 
suicide

A  final year female 
student o f  Auchi 
Polytechnic in Edo 

state, whose name was given 
as Bcse, has com m itted 
suicide. The deceased was 
said to have taken her life 
after discovering that she 
failed for the second time, the 
same course that prevented 
her from graduating last year.

A fam ily source who 
confirmed the suicide,told 
the News Agency ofNigeria 
(NAN) at Igarra, 
headquarters of Akoko-Edo 
council at the weekend, that 

; the deceased left a suicide 
note.,

Bose, a final year StadijSJ. 
o f business m anaeeif« x* 
was to have graduated Jss* 
academic session, but r  * 
particular course she fat; 4.

Witnesses explained 
on discovering that she had 
again failed the sane course, 
she drank poison and di uS, 

The deceased was said to 
be the choir mistress o f her 
church in Igarra.

A family member said s«e 
was able to have easy access 
to the poison because sJk 
used to assist her father in 
managing the sale o f cht nu- r 
products which the family 
was noted for in the tow*?
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but ixic B«S. 
uao hm ai 
miodkr o 
bus £«

"v.- vU

m g  v u  ft-
in A ^aja 
&a? i®*>4 (t*f 

fdic&SH’Siv 
ecoaans'i't

vrK
*l€i pPtMigcd

.srward and cr.sshrd .the
pupils. W het AN

ft J «,*'<!
. «?-- - * i

-‘C-  ̂ i-'  i
mtllks d d ^ t  V.....rr 
Ml CBl^OCTi'̂ itOfeB • 
1 ” ,'i-I ;

b f Aimiraw.«;’ Ka/una,
I Reporter

She M 4 d  that "‘even 
**'fn?gh acewmtr st3t*«ics are 
difficult <?> obtain but many 
.;Ct«5-di§ ©f child labour are 

u? v coijntries 
5w <ktski3 to publiciifc it” 

As.r-'-«'ii4:.£g to h-v?. apart 
titw; <tep?lv tsg s ddid of their 
childhood, potential and 
dignity, child khoor is also 
k ?o a i« i to the* tfeild 
ofeysi s al Iy, rcat?; 10»r a  3 y,
ivor-ix.-K' %fi4 ifi«nt-illy.

-> -A*} nsiMii^d iw r
a  50 V  

- tfoxt
:'*0i • .»j,j**!"!! _■

o i 3b4>HMpr 
i*>g- ■

»iom •
well **
deveiot?

deveb'^uiott.
She explained t ■ 

»ser#fet5«ari st*n</ 
m*i inr • ^  to: wte. 
imo ctapkr- aseni •
14, 15 c; I? years ' 
iaiiii»E»!SR a g e  o f ^  r ; 
work ig^^ndsstbte ca.} K 
at 12 or i 3 yean

She howjvar ao ch 
that Nigsiia n«ed^ ■:.*: - t ; 
miaiirasu' age S ren ^ ^ y . • - 
iooking *?*d ecmsidc. in 
pecul if*r

She rs>- *•* ..■
gov;* s(R;d h~H r
liieiftii.
latstof"

ibOU? :
"<Ti ’ 
1C»



prostitution
...Page 7

Three
arrested

over
complicity 
in murder 

case
...Page 7

i The proposed site for Mato’s building project Jari Dodo

bag two 
year iail

term

I
Police shared my Nllm loot -  Says arreste
in v es tig a tio n  into the ,__________   =_________ , numbering about 10, dressed This repornvestigation 

armed robbery incident at 
■ the Standard Chartered 

Bank, Wuse II Abuja, on 
December 8, took a dramatic 
turn last week when police 
Corporal M athew Mato 
alleged that the police 
investigation team shared 
part of his loot before they 
handed the rest to the police.

Mato said that he 
| surrendered N l lm  and 
S 10.000 to SP Peters who 
allegedly declared only 
N2.25m and $10,000 to the 
FCT command.

Cpl Mato who was 
arrested in his hometown 

; Luwana, near Lere in Kaduna 
j State on the 11th of December, 
2005 by Superintendent of 
Police, Marvellous Peters-led 
team from the Crim inal 
Investigation Department 
(CID), o f the FCT police 

^command, was reported to 
i have recovered a large brown 
bag o f money from the 
suspect before he escaped six 

" days later from custody in 
Kaduna.

Speaking exclusively to 
; this reporter, the Vilhc e Head 
: o f  T fa i $tor?\

.mm on telephone » >m his 
hiding place that he actually 

; took part in the bank robbery 
and that Ris share o 'he loot 
running into million of naira 

i was allegedly shared by the 
, team who arrested him.

Mallam Shuaibu. w ho said 
: the telephone conversation 
I took place in the oftics of the 
Divisional Police Officer 

I (DPO). of Saminaka Division
in Kaduna State, CS..............

i said Mato told bin

By Shehu Abubakar, Reporter

phone that after he was 
arrested by the team and taken 
to Kaduna, a substantial 
amount of his share of the 
bank robbery loot which he 
handed over to the 
investigation team was 
shared by them in Kaduna.

Mallam Abuabakar 
Shuaibu, who said he was the 
one that Mato asked to go 
into his room in the village 
and bring out the bag o f 
money and hand it over to SP 
Peters who later put the bag 
in the boot of his vehicle, said 
the money was neither 
counted in the village to know 
the arrested amount nor was 
it counted at Ramin Kura 
police out-post station 
supervising Luwana.

Heavily armed men

numbering about 
in police and army uniform, 
stormed the Wuse II branch 
of Standard Charted Bank on 
December 8, between 1pm 
and 2pm and robbed the bank 
of large sums of money in 
both local and foreign 
currencies.

At the scene o f the 
robbery, one of the vehicles 
allegedly used in the 
operation, a Carina car, was 
involved in an accident near 
Sheraton Hotel & Towers and 
w'as abandoned with N 1.75m 
cash in the boot of the car. 
The car and the money were 
recovered by the police.

The FCT commissioner of 
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, 
said vital documents found in 
the car revealed the identity 
o f Cpl M athew Mato o f 
MOPOL 5 unit, Benin City.

reporterT eliab ly  
gathered that when Mathew 
Mato could not be found in 
his station in Benin City, SP 
Peters led his team to 
Saminaka police division from 
where an inspector was asked 
to lead them to Ramin Kura 
police out-post station.

At the station, it was 
gathered that one Sgt 
Maigizo, a Kurama by tribe 
and who knew Luwana very 
well, was asked to guide the 
team. The team, according to 
a reliable source, met the 
District Heackof the area, 
Alhaji Umaru Shuaibu and 
introduced themselves as 
friends of Mathew Mato who 
were in the village to see him.

Confirming this to Daily 
Trust in his palace, the District 
Head, Alhaji Shuaibu, said 
Mato had earlier arrived the
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village on the December. 10. 
2005 and showed him a Carina 
car he claim ed to have 
bought. He said Mato also 
told him that he bought 
several tipper load of sand 
and 100 bags of cement with 
which he intended to build a 
house.

The District Head said he 
blessed Mato and when he 
left, he summoned the village 
head of Luwana, the Wazin 
(Prime Minister), Mr. Yam 
Mai-Samari and Reverend 
Ibrahim Azato o f ECWA 
church and asked them to 
assemble the next day afte; 
church service and invited 
Mato and his father to know 
Mato’s source of income.

“I was told that Mato was 
at the church the next day, 
December 11, 2005, but was 
not told of the meeting, up to 
the time he left for Saminaka 
with one of his childhood 
friends. Not quite long when 
he left, the team came and said 
they were his friends. I told 
them to wait for him because 
he has gone to Saminaka and 
will return before 9pm but they 
said they will go and comc 
back.

“I was tola later that the> 
went to Ramin-Kura and laio 
ambush for him. They trailed 
him from there back to the 
village. He drove straight u 
his father’s compound. I was 
told before he came out of the 
vehicle; they brought out 
their guns and started 
shooting sporadically into the 
air. We all thought they were 
armed robbers,” the District 
Head said.

He explained that while 
the women and children ra.

piish. locaj ,  M
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hunters, vigilante and the 
| youths barricaded all roads 
| leading to the village. They 
! raised alarm that robbers have 
j invaded the town. The District 
| Head said he sent the village 
I head and the prime minister 

to check what was happening.
“The village head came 

I back to tell me that the same 
| people that came earlier to tell 
| me that they were M ato’s 
j friends were the ones that 
| trailed him, handcuffed him 
| and said they were going with 
i him. He said they were 
| policem en but we only 
| recognized Sgt. Maigizo. I said 
| to him, since you recognise 
I Sgt. Maigizo, ask the boys to 
dismantle the roadblocks and 

! escort them until they leave 
the village.

“I was angry that the 
situation was not handled 
well. The police team showed 

i that they did not have 
confidence in the traditional 

I institutions. I expected them 
I to have simply told me that 
they were policemen. Mato 

! has committed an offence and 
they want him. I would have 

| handed over Mato to them 
quietly,” the District Head 

I said.
The Village Head, said he 

accompanied the team out of 
the village up to Ramin-Kura 

j from where himself and the 
! secretary to the district head 

disembarked. He said Mato 
and his friend, Kajere, a truck 
driver found with him, were 
arrested and taken away. So 
also the Carina bought by 
Mato was equally taken away.

The village head said in 
less than 30 minutes, the team 
came back and met him at 
Ramin-Kura and said Mato 
has admitted taking part in the 

i robbery and prom ised to 
surrender his loot to the 
police. So, he should again 
assist them and escort them 
back to Luwana where the loot 
was kept.

“We drove straight to 
Mato’s father’s compound. 
All this while, the father did 
not know what was 
happening. He was not at 
home. After collecting the 
money, I again saw them off 
to Ramin-Kura to ensure that 
nobody harassed them based 
on their initial attitude. All the 
elders of the village pleaded 
with them to release Kajere 
because he knows no where 
other than the village, but 
they refused and went with 
him,” he said.

He said Kajere, being a 
childhood friend of Mato and 
because he was seen in 
company of Mato when they 
were returning from Saminaka, 
was equally arrested by the 
team on the allegation that 
they might have robbed the 
bank together. Kajere was 
however, released from 
detention the next day when 
the team was satisfied about 
his innocence.

At the Saminaka police 
division where Mato was 
detained over night, this

reporter gathered that all 
efforts by the DPO, CSP 
Magaji, to convince SP Peters 
to count the money recovered 
from Mato in the village and 
recorded same in their station 
diary as required by police 
regulations failed.

SP Peters was reported to 
have said it was purely an 
Abuja affair and so he should 
be left alone. SP Peters was 
said to have spent the night 
in a chalet at Saminaka Motel 
with the bag of money.

However, SP Peters was 
said to have had a lengthy 
discussion in private with 
Mato after which he directed 
that Mato’s hand-set, shoes, 
belt and other items earlier 
retrieved from his pockets be 
returned to him.

The source said the team 
first left Saminaka towards 
Kano with Mato before they 
later returned to the station 
and told them that Mato 
received a phone call on the 
way which made them to 
change their route towards 
Kaduna.

At Kaduna, it was 
gathered that Mato revealed 
to the investigation team the 
names of three officials of the 
Standard Chartered Bank, 
Abuja, who collaborated with 
his team by advising the gang 
to attack the bank when large 
sum of money was believed 
to have been transferred to 
the branch.

The Inspector General of 
Police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero, 
confirmed the arrest of three 
officials o f the bank for 
questioning over their alleged 
roles in the robbery. He did 
not, however, give the names 
of the bank officials nor did 
he reveal the actual amount 
carted from the bank during 
the robbery.

It was at Kaduna that SP 
Peters team was said to have 
counted the money recovered 
from Mato and reportedly 
declared the sum of N2.25m 
and $10,000 dollars as the 
amount recovered from him. 
Mato was said to have been 
angry with that development.

He alleged that the 
amount declared by SP Peters 
did not tally with the one he 
surrendered to the team. He 
reportedly told his relations 
on phone that he watched the 
team share a substantial part 
o f  the amount among 
themselves.

The FCT Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, 
told newsmen at a press 
conference that a total of N4m 
and $10,000 were recovered 
from Mato as his share of the 
loot from the robbery.

Mr. Alobi explained that 
the sum o f N l.75m  was 
recovered from the Carina 
with fake registration number 
BZ 580ABC abandoned by 
the robbers on the day of the 
robbery while the sum of 
N2.26m and $10,000 was 
recovered from Mato in his 
village.

On the sixth day of his 
arrest while still in Kaduna 
helping the police to 
apprehend other members of 
his gang, Mato was said to 
have escaped un-hurt from 
the custody of SP Peters.

SP Peters led his team 
back to Saminaka division, 
this time with a request for 
assistance to arrest the entire 
family of Mathew Mato from 
Luwana over Mato’s escape 
in Kaduna.

The D istrict Head o f 
Luwana, A lhaji Umaru 
Shuaibu, was contacted and 
he obliged the police request 
by mobilizing Mato’s father, 
Mr. Jari Dodo, the mother, 
Mrs. Aroma Jadi and Mato’s 
two younger brothers, Ishaku 
and Lehemia.

The Wazirin Luwana, 
Yani Mai-Samari, said the 
District Head, the Village 
Head, himself, the Reverend 
and other elders o f the 
community, accompanied 
them to the station at 
Saminaka where they were 
detained and later conveyed 
to Abuja.

He said it was at the 
station that the idea to phone 
Mato came and when the 
village head, Mallam Shuaibu,

phoned him, Mato urged him 
to call back after 13 minutes 
because he was driving and 
hopes Ip reach his destination 
by then.

“Mallam Shuaibu called 
him back after 13 minutes and 
we spoke for a very long time 
with the village head and the 
district head. He also spoke 
with the mother and the DPO. 
We all tried to convince him 
to either come home or tell us 
where he was.

“When I told him the 
police have arrested the 
mother, father and his two 
brothers and were taking them 
to Abuja, he started crying on 
the phone. He told me he was 
in Lagos looking for money 
before he could return. The 
DPO assured him that if he 
could come immediately to 
Saminaka, he assured him that 
the parents and brothers will 
be immediately released. But 
he insisted he was not coming 
until he gets some money,” he 
said.

On his part, Mato’s father, 
Mr. Jari Dodo, told this 
reporter that he has not set 
his eyes on Mato within the 
two days he spent in the 
house before he was arrested. 
He said when Mato visited 
the village on Saturday, he 
was at the farm. He said he 
slept o ff  before Mato 
returned home that night and 
left for church service before 
he woke up.

“I was in the church when 
1 heard that Mato has donated 
N20.000 to the church. He left 
the church before me. From 
the church, I proceeded to my 
farm and returned late in the 
night after he had been 
arrested and taken away by 
the police. Before 1 went to 
Saminaka police station on 
Monday, they had already left 
with him,” he said.

He however, confirmed 
that Mato bought sand and a 
hundred bags of cement with 
which he intended to start the 
building of his house in the 
village. He said he had not 
seen Mato with any large sum 
of money or vehicle in the 
past.

He also confirmed that SP 
Peters arrested him, his wife 
Aroma, his two children, 
Ishaku and Lehemia as well 
as Mato’s mother and father- 
in-laws from Zaria and 
detained them at the FCT 
police command in Abuja for 
41 days. He said they were 
questioned over M ato’s 
w hereabout w hile in 
detention.

On the educational 
background o f Mato, his 
father Dodo, said after his 
prim ary education, Mato 
went to Government Day 
Junior Secondary School, 
Fadan-K ahugu where he 
studied for less than two 
years before he left the school 
due to an eye problem.

“He has not been to any 
school since then until he was 
recruited into the Nigeria 
police about five years ago 
and went to Police College,

Waziri Yani Mai-Samari 
Kaduna. He worked in 
Kaduna before he was later 
transferred to Benin City. I do 
not know the certificate or 
educational qualification with 
which he used in joining the 
police,” he said.

Mr. Dodo said he was 
surprised that his son is 
linked with armed robbery, 
adding, “until I see him and 
hear from him, it will be very 
difficult for me to believe the 
story. But even if he is an 
armed robber, he must have 
learnt how to rob while in the 
police force. No doubt they 
taught him how to shoot gun. 
I only taught him how to 
farm.”

Mato’s younger brother, 
Lehemia, told this reporter 
that they were arrested by the 
police, dehumanized and ill- 
treated w ithout any 
justification. “They said my 
brother was an armed robber. 
They arrested  him, 
handcuffed him and took him 
away. Days later, they came 
back to arrest all of us and 
detain us in Abuja for 41 days 
without any offence of ours.

“1 am not sure that is what

the laws o f  this country 
provide. Even if he is an armed 
robber, he has never gone on 
robbery with us or shared his 
loot with us, but look at what 
we have suffered. I think our 
case deserves special 
attention,” she said.

Daily Trust investigation 
at the force headquarters in 
Abuja revealed that Mato 
m ight have falsified  his 
records and promoted himself 
a corporal as all his records in 
both the secret and open 
registries indicate that he was 
until his arrest, a police 
constable.

In the meantime, Mathew 
Mato has been re-arrested by 
the police in Benin City. Fdo 
State police spokesman, ASP 
Peter Oboi, confirmed the 
arrest. Sources at the FCT 
police command said Mato 
had been transferred  to 
Abuja at the weekend

FCT com m issioner of 
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, 
said the police are still 
investigating the robbery ard 
the circumstances of Mato's 
escape.
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P E T R O L  D E A L
Seven bag two years 

imprisonment
A n Abuja C hief 

magistrate yesterday 
sentenced seven 

people to two years imprison­
ment each for illegally dealing 
in petroleum products.

The convicts, Raphael Jo­
nathan, Aminu Zakari, John 
Abraham, Yahaya Muham- 
med, Abdul Usman, Abonyi 
Oliver and Tijani Abdul, all of 
no fixed address, were found 
guilty under section 97 of the 
penal code.

The prosecuting police 
officer, Assistant Suprinte- 
ndent of Police (ASP), Joseph 
Onu, told the court that the 
suspects were arrested along 
Lokoja road in a lorry with 
registration number A. A. 254 
Aje, by an officer of the Niger­
ian Army, A. A. Malnui.

The lorry, according to 
the prosecution, carried five 
drums containing different 
petroleum products and four 
motorcycles.

The prosecution further

By Abdulwahab Deji Ajikobi

said that when the accused 
were questioned at the police 
station, they could not give 
any reasonable account of 
the said products.

Pleading on behalf of the 
convicts, Barrister Friday H. 
Enefola, prayed the court to 
temper justice with mercy, 
adding that they were all 
applicants in the labour market 
and also first offenders.

The presiding chief magi­
strate, Usman Ahmad, said in 
view of the plea by the defe­
nce counsel, he sentenced 
the accused to two years imp­
risonment each with an opti­
on o fN 10,000 fine each. One o f the acquired Bell Helicopter 407 when it was displayed at the force headquarters, Abuja ...recently. Pix: Felix Onigbinde

Robbers attack two journalists in Abuja
r |  i  wo Abuia based n  . . . . . .  . V  . . . . . .  t Fwo Abuja based 

journalists were 
attacked and robbed 

of their money and valuables 
in their various homes by

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

gunmen suspected to be 
armed robbers.

Suleja residents decry rise in 
crime, prostitution
S uleja residents have 

raised alarm over an 
increase in criminal act­

ivities and prostitu tion , 
around the Suleja barracks.

Residents who spoke to 
our reporter said although Sh­
ariah was introduced in Niger 
state as a whole but the law 
exempted the military bar­
racks.

Some residents said that 
the barracks have become a 
new haven for people enga­
ged in illicit trade like the sale 
of Indian hemp, hard drugs, 
alcohol and prostitution.

Daily Trust investigations 
revealed that most o f the 
inhabitants of the barracks are

retired soldiers.
A resident who spoke with 

Daily Trust on condition of 
anonymity, said the happen­
ings around the barracks are 
affecting the moral character 
of their children, noting that 
a secondary school is located 
opposite the military barracks.

“The police are aware of 
this. There was a case of robb­
ery that took place in Abuja 
and the suspects were arre­
sted. After thorough invest­
igation, it was discovered that 
the robbery was planned in 
Suleja barracks,” he said.

When our reporter visited 
the scene, the story was 
confirmed. A retired soldier

who spoke with Daily Trust, 
said that the vicinity is shar- 
iah-free and that only alcohol 
was being sold.

A member of the shariah 
implementation committee in 
the state, Alhaji Habib Mad- 
aki, said: “the situation is 
worse than you think. We hear 
that apart from India Hemp, 
some people transact cocaine 
business.”

He said “the barracks is 
out of bound to us. We there­
fore call on the governor and 
other relevant authorities to 
rescue the situation.”

Madaki also attributed the 
increase in social crisis in 
Suleja to el-Rufai-led demol­
ition exercise in Abuja which 
led to the influx of people into 
Suleja.

One o f the victim s 
residing at Pyakassa said he 
was hit severally with a locally 
made pistol and a club while 
his money, handset and wrist- 
watches were taken away.

The other victim , a 
cameraman working for a 
television station, said the 
suspects went to his house 
at Lugbe while he was away 
and stole the sum of N 18,000 
m eant for his upcom ing 
w edding, his dresses, 
electronic appliances and 
other valuable items.

During the attack at 
Pyakassa, the victim said 
though he did not hesitate to 
give the suspects his money, 
GSM handset and wrist- 
watches and that of his wife 
as they dem anded, the 
attackers beat him up in the

presence o f his wife and 
children.

He said the suspected 
armed robbers who were 
angry that they could not get 
much money from him, hit him 
severally with a locally made 
pistol on the head until he 
started bleeding.

He said the attackers who 
were convinced that he had 
more money to give them, also 
used a club to hit him 
repeatedly on the back until 
they noticed he was slipping 
into unconsciousness.

The journalist told this 
reporter that the hoodlums 
gained entry into his house 
after they forcefully removed 
the window and the burglary 
proof of his sitting room. He 
said they had earlier made 
attempts to force open the 
iron door to the sitting room

but failed.
At Lugbe, those who 

robbed the television 
cameraman were said to have 
robbed his neighbours before 
breaking the door to his room 
to remove almost all he had.

He said the only things 
left for him in his room after 
the robbery were his bed. 
mattress, curtains, chairs and 
table. He said all other 
movable items were taken 
away.

The reporter, who said he 
made a personal complaint to 
the FCT commissioner ot 
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi. 
on the issue, said he was 
satisfied with the efforts the 
police were making to trace 
the robbers.

All efforts to contact Mr. 
Alobi for comments failed as 
he was said to be away from 
the office at the weekend.

Three arrested over 
complicity in murder case

The Toyota Carind ctir in tvhicti'pqlide d n r p o h i l  Mathew d hank r 'o b b e ty 'S i iX p e t tJr iW
a r r e s tb d ln . l i i k 'h d i r i i f r d i i f k  Ltin>aHh i n c i t e  s ta ti? . . -vCi’  > t" .i J i ' i i

T hree people are now in 
police net in conne­
ction with the death of 

two middle-aged men who 
were stabbed to death during 
a street fight in Lagos at the 
weekend.

Detectives attached to the 
State Criminal Investigation 
Department (SCID), Panti, in 
Yaba arrested the suspects, 
Amechi and Emeka Agware 
residents of Oja-Oba area of 
Abule-Egba, for alleged 
complicity in the death of one 
Sani Balogun.

A fight was said to have 
ensued between the dece­
ased and the two suspects 
who al‘
.cfefith.

By Bola Ojuola, (Lagos)
was not immediately known. 
Another victim identified as 
Ibrahim, was allegedly stab­
bed to death by one K^liya 
during a fight at airport bus- 
stop, Agege motor road also 
at the weekend.

Sources told Daily Trust 
that the two men had engaged 
in a serious fight in the cause 
of which Ibrahim was alleg­
edly stabbed on the neck with 
a broken bottle by Kaliya and 
he collapsed as a result.

He was said to have been 
rushed to a nearby private 
hospital where he died from 
excessive loss of blood.

a so c v r J r o i  fi oi 
Ji.o  . ^ j i io S  oj tn jv . b.iG Vh.v. >«V. I

Olubode Ojajuni, who conf­
irmed the arrest of the three 
suspects and the death o f the 
victims, said they have rem­
oved the corpses to the pub­
lic mortuary for autopsy.

He said they were still 
investig-ating the cases.

In a related development, 
a commercial bus-driver was 
said to have run over a one- 
year old child close to his 
parents compound in Anth­
ony area on Friday.

The vehicle with registr­
ation number AJ 69 LSD. was 
said to be reversing when it 
ran over the baby.

The driver of the vehicle 
identified simply as Friday, 
has since been arrested.

also confirmed the f  
-rf, t.
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FIRSTALLIANCE

Licensed Pension Fund Administrator

SECURE THE
FUTUR

The desire to fulfill dreams and be secure are two critical considerations when building a

well deserved retirement plan.

At First Alliance Pension and Benefits Limited, we are committed to helping you realise 

your retirement goals by ensuring that your investments are properly managed.
This is because pension is not new to First Alliance.

At First Alliance, we are committed to the highest standards of professionalism and

efficiency.

Welcome to a new era in pensions.

FIRST ALLIANCE PENSION & BENEFITS LTD.
RC 611157
Plot 82, Amirsu Kono Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja,
P O. Box 10260, Gorki, Abuja
Tel +234 09 413 9107 Fax +234 09 413 9108
Call centre 0803 PENSION, +234 09 413 1409

Emoil:mcirketing@fi rstalliancepension.com

%
First Alliance is 25%  owned by m Cubed Employee Benefit, a premier South

African wealth management company.

m Cubed has tested experience in Pension Fund Management, managing 
N917 billion in assets and administering N1,280 trillion. The company brings its 

asset management, technical, IT and professional expertise to bear on First Alliance.

A L D E R »



T u esd a y -, F e b r u a r y  7 , 2 0 0 6 Daily Trust P a « e  *>

l o a n i a i s

u . XI
•*- c

*- "O

<N 3 £
I. O t

o  *  2UL VJ >

a

Es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

18
94



Page 10 Daily Trust Tuesday, February 7. 20IKt

EI or some weeks running 
now, my attention has 
been taken over by 

some disturbing issues and 
comments in newspapers re­
garding politics in Gombe 
State, and especially the cam­
paigns of calumny being or­
chestrated by some dis­
gruntled politicians against 

j the person of His Excellency, 
Governor Muham-mad 
Danjuma Goje. The nasty 
campaigns werr not only 
against his person but also 
extended to his dynamic and 
purposeful administration.

Come to think of it, these 
lost-out elements through 
their comments, actions and 
public utterances want to 
portrait the situation in 
Gombe State as that of an 
environment of growing cul- 

1 ture of violence. They have 
continued to disguise under 
one cover or the other to 
achieve their selfish motives.

But one cover that has 
given them the most needed 
opportunity was the little up­
roar that ensued at the venue 
of a marriage ceremony that 

| the governor attended in 
Nafada. A minister from that 
state, Colonel Musa

Gombe politics and campaigns of calumny
Muhammad was there too. 
That was a wedding cer­
emony at which people from 
different walks of life at­
tended. The wedding was 
just a social gathering and a 
function sanctioned by Is­
lam; a religion that both the 
governor and the minister 
proffers. So what is new or 
strange about this? It is a dif­
ficult scenario and even un­
tenable for anybody to bra­
zenly concoct any story and 
expect people to believe 
when all that happened was 
witnessed by the hundreds 
of people in attendance.

That was not to be as some 
so-called highly-placed indi­
viduals, but also unprincipled 
and self-centred came out to 
give newspaper interviews 
and pass comments, which 
were not the true reflections 
of what really took place. But 
like I said, disgruntled ele­
ments under the guise of poli­
tics will always find cover to 
perpetrate all their nefarious 
and evil plans just for them 
to actualise their selfish ob-

By Ilyas El-Badr

“Furthermore, it is on record during 
the election in which the governor 
emerged victorious that there was nei­
ther violence nor any political up­
heaval. On the contrary\ there were ju­
bilation and celebration all over the 
state attesting to his popularity and love 
for peace and progress in Gombe State. 
It should be remembered that he was 
contesting against a serving governor\ 
and what a rare feat that Muhammad 
Danjuma Goje was able to accomplish 
without victorybloodletting or any sort 
of violence.

jectives.
Governor Muhammad 

Danjuma Goje is a well-bred 
personality. He is a man well- 
groomed and always deter­
mined to positively touch on 
the lives of his people. This 
has since made him one of 
the few respected grassroots 
politician in Gombe State. His 
style of association with the 
ordinary people goes way 
back even before his days as 
a minister; and when he was 
elected to serve as the chief 
executive of the state, to Goje 
it was just another bigger plat­
form to make the difference 
in political performance.

Furthermore, it is on record 
during the election in which 
the governor emerged victo­
rious that there was neither 
violence nor any political up­
heaval. On the contrary, there 
were jubilation and celebra­
tion all over the state attest­
ing to his popularity and love 
for peace and progress in 
Gombe State. It should be re­
membered that he was con­
testing against a serving gov­
ernor, and what a rare feat that 
Muhammad Danjuma Goje 
was able to accomplish with­
out victory, bloodletting or 
any sort of violence.

Givien this scenario, it is 
difficult for all decent and dis­
cerning people to believe 
anybody coming out today to 
tell us that Danjuma Goje 
would engage anyone in po­
litical violence just at an ordi­
nary social function like a 
marriage ceremony. This is 
unthinkable. And there are 
the lies and hearsays that the 
detractors of the governor 
have been peddling all 
around that at the said cer­
emony, his 'Yankalare militia 
were instructed to attack the 
minister.

The lies unfortunately

found willing ears from some 
respected journalists in the 
media who believed hook, 
line and sinker the stories 
dished out by the 
doomsayers from Gombe 
State.

Forthright, focused and 
objective as ever, Alhaji 
Danjuma Goje recently ad­
dressed the citizens of 
Gombe State in his character­
istic manner. He made it clear 
that he neither supports nor 
condones the activities of the 
Yankalare militia group. In 
fact, as the chief security of­
ficer of the state has demon­
strated his capacity to cause 
the arrest and prosecution of 
not only Yankalare, but any 
person or group of persons 
that pose great security risk 
to the state.

That singular address put 
to shame all those that had 
been going with stories that 
the governor was the 
founder, the financier and 
supporter of this group. It has 
come to light that these thugs 
are operating on their own or 
that their financiers and sup­
porters are those political big 
wigs who want to see Gombe 
State in political turmoil or up 
in flames so that they can 
manipulate events to meet up 
their parochial agenda.

The nuisance posed by 
political thugs like the 
'Yankalare is not peculiar to 
Gombe alone; it is rather a 
phenomenon parading the 
political landscape of Nigeria. 
Indeed, Alhaji Danjuma Goje 
ought to be commended, be­
cause as we all know the prob­
lem of breeding thugs is be­
ing caused by poverty and 
unemployment. These twin 
problems the governor has 
been able to address with the 
speed and dynamism of a 
purposeful leader.

Youths in Gombe State are 
being gainfully engaged in

economic ventures through 
the laudable programmes of 
the administration and some 
of their leaders have also been 
given some responsibilities to 
make their contribution and 
feel the care of the govern­
ment as regard their plight and 
welfare. This policy of engag­
ing the youth has been pay­
ing off, but one is sure that at 
this period of the economic 
downturn, you only make a 
conscious effort but you 
can’t have a hundred per cent 
success. However, Governor 
Danjuma has made tremen­
dous success in this direction.

Those who have some po­
litical issues to settle with the 
governor are the same people 
posing great danger to their 
party in the state. They want 
to hijack the machinery of the 
party to dance to their whims 
and caprices; and where they 
fail; they will then resort to 
blackmail and campaign of 
calumny. They will stop at 
nothing, even selling their 
honour, if at all they have it.

As commentators, we owe 
it a duty not only to the people 
of Gombe State, but to the 
general public to aim at put­
ting issues in their proper per­
spective. That is why it bums 
one’s heart when one ob­
serves how some journalists 
sell themselves out or throw 
the ethics of their profession 
to the winds. Lots of articles 
and analyses have appeared 
on the pages of some news­
papers and lots of such com­
ments and reports went on the 
air, especially through some 
foreign media.<

Some of such reports left 
much to be desired and com­
ing from so called journalists 
in the field. It is hoped and 
one will continue to pray that 
such journalists will remember 
the cardinal principles of jour­
nalism as they write their re­
ports pass their comments or

write their analyses. This i 
save the public from recci • 
ing disinformation, ha! 
truths or even concocted si 
ries.

At the final analysis, the 
write-up recalls the recent 
resolution passed by the 
Gombe State Elders Forum of 
the People’s Democrat c 
Party under the headship of 
Alhaji Isa Umar Hina the 
Batartt of Hina.

The forum which ex­
pressed serious concern 
over the attitude of some PUP 
elders who were bent i 
blackmailing the governor 
Alhaji Muhammad Danjur a 
Goje on the pages of ne\>. - 
papers by engaging the s 
vices of reporters of some 
foreign media who were worV - 
ing out of the content of the 
ethics of journalism.

The forum however re­
newed its total support tor 
the policies and programmes 
of the state governmer: 
Alhaji Isa Umar Hina ai so said 
the aim of such acts was to 
divert government’s atten­
tion on the execution of \ - 
able programmes embarked 
upon by the state’s number 
one man.

The forum therefore 
warned that the elders of the 
party would not fold their 
arms watching some self- 
centred and unpatriotic poli­
ticians waging war of char­
acter assassination againNt 
the government of Gombe 
State; saying that enough s 
enough. It also supported the 
steps being taken by the gov - 
emment to check the actn i- 
ties of the ’Yankalare bo\s 
being sponsored by some i - 
motivated politicians who 
have contributed nothing to 
the development of the state 
and its creation.

Ilyas I. M. El-Badr, 
Nasarawa Quarters, Gombe 
LG, Gombe State.

Sa ’adatu Rimi’s murder: Political terrorism
T T  T e  have no doubt
\ A /  that death is inevi-▼ V table. No matter 

who you arc, it’s your final des­
tination. Every soul shall taste 
its bitterness. Death is a fury 
to every living creature; no one 
can escape the wretched 
hands of death. As all human­
ity believes in such living 
creed; that as there is life, also 
there will be death, but the 
linchpin issue here is, what will 
be our fate after death?

Do we know that one day 
we will all appear before the 
Almighty and all creations to 
account for all our deeds? Do 
we know that our feet, hands 
and eyes will give and bear wit­
ness to our deeds before the 
Almighty? Do we know that 
we are going to be judged ac­
cording to our deeds and ac­
tions? Do we know that the 
reward o f those with good 
deeds is paradise and wrong 
ones is hell fire?

Do we have pantheism in our 
deeds and actions? Certainly, 
a person that has such a reli­
gious creed would not have 
engaged himself in such mis­
erable and ruthless murder 
which iss m praxis pf^evpn , 
pega^islic ethics of, an innc^ 
ccnt sister, wife and a mother,. 
who devoted her lifetime look­
ing after her kids and her hp-

By Ibrahim Garha Aliyu

Let me remind the reader of 
this article a little that I myself 
did not know much about 
Alhaji Muhammad Abubakar 
Rimi, let alone Hajiya Sa’adatu. 
In fact, I came to know about 
Hajiya Sa’adatu just before her 
death. But of Rimi, I knew him 
as a former governor and a 
prominent person in Nigerian 
politics whom I usually came 
across his interviews, 
speeches, critiques through 
media stations and newspa­
pers. I think Hajiya Sa’adatu’s 
attitude of isolation was due 
to het conception oflife to be a 
devoted housewife who pre­
ferred to live her 1 ife serving her 
husband and looking after her 
small kids as is conceived by 
Islamic teachings, which to my 
trust is the best way every 
woman should do for herself.

But my attempt here is to 
belch out my feelings as many 
Nigerians will wish to over 
such havoc and to denounce 
in totality all those human 
butchers over their immoral at­
titude towards humanity. I also 
wish to extend my messageto 
many Nigerians over this bru­
tality. .

That was not the first time 
Nigeria had experienced such
Tttnrffer om TV*r><vf1*T ol

I say it is political terrorism. 
People like Bola Ige, Harry 
Marshal, among many others 
tasted such miserable death 
and we are all witnesses to that. 
But the questions that are 
raised whenever such inci­
dents occurr are; why the kill­
ing? Who are behind it? What 
measures are to be taken?

But our answers always are 
mute. Are we supposed to fold 
our arms watching things hap­
pening like this Without stop­
ping them? The sorrow and 
panic that were spread in the 
minds of people, in which the 
death was not the cause but 
the manner and nature in which 
the killing was done was what 
ignited so much fear and sus­
picion in the public; that if such 
very prominent people in Ni­
geria as the former minister 
could be killed what way and 
be treated in such beastly and 
barbaric manner, what would 
be the fate of an ordinary citi­
zens like me and you? Are we 
compelled to butcher our kith 
and kin in order to achieve our 
political or whatsoever goals? 
Do we know the grievousness 
of a sin accompanied by such 
actions? How solid are we over 
our depravity? Are we faithful 
to ourselves? Is it a reality or 
fantasy? We need answers to

venom appeared within us 
which need to be terminated. 
My heart bleeds over the mur­
derous havoc normal cut­
throat which suddenly 
emerged in the heart of Kano 
city. It is known to everyone 
that even during war, women 
and children are allowed not to 
be killed, but the deceased was 
chased into her inner room, tor­
tured and slaughtered like a 
goat. Why? I think it was veiy 
unfair, even if the husband of 
the deceased would had to be 
frustrated through political 
threats, his innocent wife who 
was not a combatant in the 
political war should have been 
let alone. But the envy and an­
ger of the human butcher de­
scended on the wrong and in­
nocent target. What gain did 
the murderers here achieve 
through this gruesome mur­
der? Only God knows.

We are lost! Our time is al­
ways passing away not know­
ing that we cannot rewind a 
second no matter the cost. We 
are wasting our time, energy, 
and resources in killing and 
torturing our kith and ion in 
order to achieve our contro­
versial political goals. We al­
ways facilitate and encourage 
political terrorism within our 
community, as other commu-

milk invaded their lands while 
blood and sins invaded ours. 
Development has reached ev­
erywhere while we are left be­
hind emboldening envy and 
selfishness among ourselves. 
The race is getting to an end 
while we are yet to join. The 
reign of civilisation has almost 
reached its peak; we are still 
practising barbarism.

Enough is enough! We need 
to turn to the turning point. We 
need a sanitised and absti­
nence democracy for our na­
tion. Why can’t we copy since 
we cannot learn from even 
smaller nations not as impor­
tant and great as Nigeria? We 
should not let the viper to re- 
grow and produce enmity 
within our society. Both gov­
ernment and public should be 
at surveillance of those blood 
suckers, and shall face the 
wrath of the arm of law before 
the public. A child that disturbs 
his mother’s sleep, he too will

never sleep. We shall respect 
the rule of God and the rule of 
law. We need to re-mould, re­
orient and restructure and pu­
rify our rot This reminds me 't 
the statement made by one if 
our great nationalists, : c 
founder and leader of NC N \  
Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe. win. h 
says, “when a team of d e f ­
eated Nigerians with a sense 
of mission, patriotic vision. r ;d 
inspired imaginations assume 
the reins of government, they 
can not fail to read the writings 
on the wall”.

Lastly, I will like to exte d 
my condolences to Alhaji 
Muhammad Abubakar Rimi 
and his entire family and re a- 
tives in particular and Kano 
State in general over (his trag­
edy. May the gentle soul >f 
Hajiya Sa'adatu rest in per . ct 
peace, likewise the other dead 
ummahs, ameen.

Ibrahim  Garha Aliyu, 
Giginyu Quarters, Kano is a 
student o f  Political Scieru e, 
Bayero University, Kano. 
braltimgarlxtaliyuCayaluKu < > -n.

“That was not the first time Nigeria had experienced 
such murder which are mostly alleged to be political 
killings, but I say it is political tetrorism. People like 
Bola Ige, Harry Marshal, among many others task'd 
such miserable death and we are all witnesses to tin 
But the questions that are raised whenever such itni- 
dents occurr are; wltv thekilline? Whn nrp hehlnd * *
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YOUR LETTERS
our democracy

N igeria is unarguable , 
great country whose r. 
sources - natural and 

human - are incomparable in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The na­
tion has recorded phenomenal 
achievements in virtually all 
spheres of human endeavours 
since democracy was restored 
in ! 999. Nigeria before the ad­
vent of democracy six years ago 
was a fragmented, despondent, 
corruption-stricken and pariah 
nation. Today, Nigeria has been 

! transformed; our economy is 
turning around, with inflation 

I beating a fast retreat, unem­
ployment: is gradually being re­
duced and the crit ic rate is in 
record lime low. The telecom-

T-ltc epssode of I Sth Janu 
ary 'Ooo during tae 
Sardatma Memorial Lec­

ture in Kaduna was •. "eal dis­
grace not only to the youths 
who were seemingly the cul­
prits in the perpetration and ex- 
ecutior* o‘ the '■ '-.auo.-* thug­
gery. but ait our elders in trie 

who were at the reeeiv 
mg eaa of ttin thug.uerv Suf-
*kc it to say that ihe epis< 
culminated in the reai frustra- 
ts*ut tor *ii and sunoiv in me 
Nt rib on ti;e gimmicks oi Keep 
H il i iu  SaidHuna memory

v, .••rca- we . eniain im- 
-vur, oeai on the total faiiiuc- 
-,jf the Northern elder aru elite 
to truly emuiate the good 
deeds of SJatdataia's to the de­
gree t>f giving their best in all 
circumstances like education, 
health, employment farming, 
textiles, delegation of author­
ity, chastisement of all culprits, 
general obedience to law’and 
o^dei, discipline and general 
social welfare. eto„ it is an out­
fight blackmail to apportion 
a t ' suiii ?nl*-socia! and illiter­
ate conduct t , the person of 

1 Right Honourable Mnhapunad 
Rabin Bako, an accomplished 
jivmiahst, a. a.iB.vrass:ouer of 
mmy times metnu-<.g in tbs 
pr.,SOJTt diP; .. V.’.v.ni. . •>. of
Governor \hnk- ;
- i <*4itscr, 4• hd-1i..v■*>

i !' ? £  « »  H vi ■ V H

r  in«.a ions and ICT sectors 
. t  b ' ming. as confidence 
h .s ’ i -ii revived in the
ecjno.riv, *r.l> debt relief se­
cured and cu'i."o\iad'n u» the 
banking sector La/m,: centre- 
stage. Our nation’ ; economy 
has once more became .ittrae- 
tive to foreign inves'ors be­
cause of the asove-m ntioned 
mvestmen t rnGiccs.

For the first time sir [982,
Nigerians in .the Dias a are
expressing their wiUir. <-ss ic 
“Andrew back' m orde ; c sn- 
tribute their quota in tional

beautiful scenarios would net 
have been possible wit in.at the 
enthronement of democracy m

our nation’s body politic. De­
mocracy without mincing words 
is a desideratum for any nation 
to develop. The realisation of 
the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals in Nigeria 
will be a mirage if the tripod on 
which democracy stands - the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission is not veil -ilndeci 
Section 153(f) of the 1999 Con 
stitution established and out 
lined the functions of Hie uide-

Oommisskm (INEC). These vi­
al functions, the chief of which 
is to organise, undsrtake and su- 
pervise all elections to the of­
fices of the President, Vice Presi­
dent. the Governors and

Deputy Governors of the vari­
ous states, and to the member­
ship of the Senate, the House 
of Representatives and Houses 
of Assembly of each state of the 
federation is intrinsic to the sur­
vival and sustenance of our 
nascent democracy.

It is therefore worrisome to 
'read of media reports that INEC 
is already six weeks behind in

Genera- Elections due 10 tlic- 
flon-dvaiiability of funds; Re-

•rquate and late release of funds 
for the National Electoral Com ­
mission have been responsible 
for the shoddy conduct of elec ­
tions with its attendant nega­

tive consequences.
In the past, the Independent 

National Electoral Commission 
had sadly compromised her in­
dependence by going cap in 
hand to the executive begging 
for their statutory fund.

[NEC under Prof Maurice 
Iwu has demonstrated a great 
zeal and patriotic determina­
tion to conduct a credible fret 
and fair election in 2007, 
(NEC’s Electronic Voting Sys­
tem I- V S.) wouid 
revolutionise the transmission 
of- eie.etioa data ana results 
using electronic means. One 
of the main problems inherent 
in conducting elections in oil- 
ficuit terrains will be solved

On the show of shame in Kaduna
In iiiCt. it can only torn; out 

to be a paradox if an outsider 
" ithoia an inkling of ;h «tate 
power and authority e it; engi- 
ncKi thuggery of this r.agni- 
tnd ; and go ahead to e'secute 
it despite all the state protest 

■ * ctw- > 
ther that ‘.he state powe1 aided 
and abetted the perpet: at .on m  
_ais sc: : they were • t iferr- 
perpetrator:' and exe< of 
she thuggery 

Certainly :t will rema.«only 
cheap ^'ackraail ro point accus­
ing fingers at any other) arson 
group or institution than d.. 
host state given the tacts* that 
when tiie hooligans wer feast­
ing on the invited dignitaries 
going in and coming out of the 
conference venue, the chunk, 
of the Nigerian Police Force 
who were drafted did not con­
trol the situation nor did they 
make any arrest. However, in 
the tradition of the pie sent day 
politics of witch-hunting, 
cheap blackmail and outright 
sidisrti. the Kaduna State pt > 
iit’c.d apparatus o doom 
'iartee to hunt for the r target 
personalities in their respective 
residence, mt;k*dtot' eur poiHt ■ 
•a • R: ‘ ’or, M, r.. ;a-:

' R;* *<- * .-O VvYtv̂vi'itVv (i ■ *

cophanLs ana blabbers viu; feci 
that they can find Solace in sus­
pending him for three months 
from Kaduna North POP.

As a postmortem. Hi. Ifoh. 
Rabiu tjaKO s crime in die I'DH 
is ia spirited alignment -vim the

in the c cetion >•' oiv-a i- -ii;>

yhctiev-vf VP visi-s Kaduna, as 
j  mark honour for the man who 
deserves it. So, t&rafore. un­
less ;ru- until they nr< ve tint 
die 'ice pr,jstrVii d< co- ce- 
'i iny ;■■- the PDf or rhaf de is 
llOt t- -tilCok'fldi: dcSL Jig Os
the nmc jr  oiir tender 
■ m Mir*',, ‘;hc tactics tv.c i

Rabin Bako are simply trans- 
,erred aggression.

At this juncture, let all sane 
individuals reason with the
fact that all that took place at 
the venue was a show of
'fi?.riir K'cause all 1 hat the 
*• u were saymg was, 
;S. Bi'harf and some of the 

f .  fees were molested, com­
peted ami int.1 midatcd to say 

w l l i <

ti, .rojccnvc tr>.s 
v.T.te-np is to enable the

:.c O;' Btuiehi >tate U.- 
aave aa insight ini the myth 
and realities of Aihaj; Ao<tui- 
Vtaiik Mabmottd, the current. 
deputy governor of the state. 
This presentation is not in­
tended to be a marketing strat­
egy to sell the deputy gover­
nor to the good people of 
Bauchi State as he has not de 
clared his intention to rue, but 
the reality on ground indicates 
that while others - both pre 
leaders and contenders - may 

trying to builo bridges t>f 
and associa 

ron among the people o? ti>a 
-dbaji AbdulMaiik 

Mahnioud stanas out as the 
. bridge itself: having eetnenved 
i n d ^ ^ i ^ t - r f  '- i#  <

f - H ’<
* . % »i 7 . ”

Mdhn«vu<l be'tc-'es tr. 
tetrdwtiri., team work, taimess 
and tola dependence r.c God 
•!\ ail Ue Oespit . >. high 
position he has attaisved in life, 
he remains a man of unbeMe v- 
able sympathy, humility and 
civility. Whoever comes close 
to him is in for a. shock from 
receiving Ivigc doses of these 
rare qtuHtrss from a man of 
high social standing and gen­
erosity. He is also highly fe- 
speeted very intelligent and 
as  upright person fits doors 
and a:r'k> Ar<- Jl'cayt> open to 
afl. T-fis “  idence in Bewh; is 
a ceatM -j*' rsfnge ior those 
vvhc u'«d one fonn n f  assis- 

he Other. .

art and eacouragement 
(he peopa of Bauchi State 

%  th.s great gentleman. The 
emergence of this gentleman 
as the governor of Bauchi 
S „i‘ ,, W 7 will transform the 
state economically and so- 
ciaily and will also restore the 
people’s hope and confidence 
in government in the areas of 
prudent management of re­
sources and the implementa­
tion of people-oriented 
programmes and policies like 
emptoyment-generation, af- 
fordahle food production, 
quality education, vibrant 
healthcare system, affordable 
houses and good mads.

inaliy. I am advising the 
ji..«od people of Bauchi State 
> persuade this gentleman tt>

- ru i^ tr^ tfe  goverftorsST;!' f>t:' 
* oiif ;rft,;d:sdiV'inil2tW)7̂ - 1 
f iV h A'. Ibrahim wrote ki'*
' frmuGfrkt* f •1

through the Electronic Voting 
System (EVS) thereby enhanc­
ing the conduct of a less acri­
monious election that would 
be acceptable to all and sun­
dry The National Assembly 
should expeditiously approve 
and release the N60.5 billion 
INEC Budget for 2007 General 
Elections Only this will guar­
antee IN EC’s ability to con­
duct acceptable free and fair 
elections next year. It is hoped 
that INEC would judiciously 
utilise funds allotted to it, as 
posterity will never forgive it 
if it tails to live up to expecta­
tions.

Mr James Okoronkwo lives
in Abuja. ________
“Sai Buhari.” So it tollowes that 
either the sponsored hoodlums 
were favourably disposed to 
Buhari in spite of their pay-off 
dues or the table was all turned 
against their sponsors (Kaikavi 
ya koma kan mashekiya).

No matter the power game, 
one should not bite the finger 
that fed him. The positive po­
litical contribution of our leader 
Rt Hon. Rabiu Bako and the 
political electoral success of 
Governor Makarfi are too sig­
nificant to be swept under the 
carpet of political 
colourlessness. We know 
where we came from, We know 
where w e are and of course, we 
definitely know where we are 
going.

Let the going go and we 
shall see who the non-starters 
arc. We are vehemently and 
imrepentantly committed to 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar 
for the 2007 presidency and not 
to any dark horse.

Lastly, all that Nigerians are 
looking and praying for is total 
political freedom. The right to 
equal and level political fields, 
not a situation where all other 
politicians have been banned 
from posting posters whereas 
the whole Kaduna metropolis 
is filled with Makarfi’s 2007 
posters.

Now, who is fooling who"
Mallam '' Ibrahim

• MoltiiirimPil Vnuwa Tela, .vfC- 
\fherirt Allah, Kddtmd 

Stole*.' O’ » ’ J* -
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Between OBJ and General Malu Hamas: Phobia or democracy?
If  you believe the grapevine, 

the official grapevine, that 
is, then the erstwhile Army 

Chief, General, Victor Malu 
should be a guest of security 
agents by the time you get to 
read this piece. Not that there 
is anything particularly ingenu­
ous about that. Apart from em­
barrassing the man for belong­
ing to the opposite camp, he 
would have been summoned 
for daring to express his views 
on what we had long known 
about the president’s cata­
strophic handling o f the 
economy, which’had further 
impoverished more Nigerians 
than at any other time since in­
dependence. But more impor­
tantly, except commonsense 
eventually prevails, the gutsy 
General would be grilled for 
questioning OBJ’s patriotic 
credentials, which had seen the 
nation turned into a de facto 
military base forthe Americans.

Nigerians would recall that 
soon after Malu’s unceremo­
nious removal as Army Chief, 
the same army which he led 
meritoriously inexplicably 
rolled its tanks into his village 
and reduced the place to 
rubble in apparent reprisal for 
the killing of soldiers in the 
locality by militia men from his 
ethnic group. The General lost 
an aged relation in the brutal 
assault, yet I am not aware that 
any judicial panel of inquiry 
ever indicted him in the slaugh­
ter of the military personnel. 
More significantly, no military 
personnel were ever publicly 
rebuked for the carnage at 
Malu’s village either. Like the 
incident at Odi before it, if 
truth must be told, Zaki Biam 
was so eerily reminiscent of 
the destruction o f Fela’s 
shrine all those years ago 
when a certain General 
Olusegun Obasan-jo just hap­
pened to be the lea-der of this 
much-abused nation. And yet 
while Fela’s version of the sor­
did events at the Kalakuta 
Republik has long passed 
into legend in his musical com­
position and rendition of the 
“Unknown Soldier,” there was 
nothing baffling about why 
General Malu had to be kicked 
out of the Army at the point of 
his supposed retirement.

Indeed in my view, people 
like the PDP stalwart in the 
South-West Olabode George 
who reduced M alu’s dis­
agreements with the president 
to the personal level are sim­
ply being mischievous to say 
the least. For instance, it is 
doubtful if the General would 
still have been hounded out 
of the military if he fully en­
dorsed the presi-dent’s virtual 
surrender of the nation’s sov­
ereignty to the Americans as 
alleged; and for all we know 
of the uncanny misfortunes 
•which befell most of his high 
profile adversaries such as 
Abubakar Rimi in recent times, 
it is equally doubtful if  the 
storming of Zaki Biam would 
ever have occurred had he not 
towed the line he did.

And yet Malu’s umbrage at 
the unhealthy romance with 
the American military was 
clear and unambiguous. The 
American military have noth­
ing ,to,jeijcli,their American * 
counterparts, he; jn^isjcd, In­
fantry warfare of the type Ni- 1 
gerian soldiers experienced in 
the jungles of Liberia and Si-

Muhamma M-Ghazali
tempthistfa yahoo.com

nuclear, or to a large extent air 
war, in which a handful of 
American pilots simply 
dropped bombs from the rela­
tive safety of their cockpits on 
their hapless and largely im­
poverished victims at 
Hiroshima, Vietnam, Afghani­
stan and lately Iraq. Very cer­
tainly, not anyone with even a 
pedestrian sense of military 
history can ever unravel why 

’ the American military hur­
riedly fled Vietnam with their 
tails literally between their 
legs, and why, in spite of Dou­
glas MacArthur, they consid­
ered the ground invasion of 
Japan in the Second World 
War a non-starter, and the in­
vasion of the Korean penin­
sular immediately after it a mili­
tary impossibility.

In an era in which his con­
temporaries lobbied for mili­
tary appointments, Malu re­
mained a professional soldier 
to the core. What is also be­
yond dispute is that in this age 
of shameless sycophants and 
retired military men who meta­
morphosed into political har­
lots and doyens of oil and 
banking interests, General 
Malu never wavered and re­
mained true to his profes­
sional calling. His views on 
developments in the military 
he loved with a passion there­
fore cannot be simply swept 
under the carpet on the basis 
of political expediency. In his 
own wordsf “Iam the only Ni­
gerian soldier who served in 
Liberia twice in two different 
capacities. Chief o f Army Staff 
o f  the ECOMOG and I  also 
combined it with being the 
Nigerian contingent com­
mander. A few  years after, be­
cause o f  my performance, I  
was reappointed , the
ECOMOG Force Commander 
where I  presided over and 
brought democracy to 
Liberia. My tenure as 
ECOMOG Force Commander 
was extended to Sierra  
Leone. I  commanded troops 
from ten West African coun­
tries. learned the highest mili­
tary’ award from the govern­
ment o f  Liberia: that is, the 
Distinguished Service Or­
der. ” Quite clearly, General 
Malu, unlike Olusegun Oba­
sanjo who, with due respect, 
was only called upon in the 
closing stages of our civil war 
to mop up the remnants of the 
Biafran rebels dealt mortal 
blows in the sector earlier 
commanded by General 
Adekunle, had clearly proven 
himself in combat several times 
over and knew what he was 
talking about.

Also, except our memory 
fails us, or conscience and de­
cency count for very little, 
such intimidating military cre­
dentials cannot be easily 
waved aside. Those who also 
call for his head by mischie­
vously misinterpreting and 
misrepresenting his views fail 
to see the patriotic underpin­
nings to his ‘offensive’ com­
ments. I have also carefully 
studied the somewhat im­
promptu speech he delivered 
at the meeting-of the Are&a ' 
Consultative l^ F o r j jn i1 
penultimate w^ek! which' gen­
erated the unnecessary con­
troversy. Mv UTiriocatan.lino

ferent from the views already 
expressed by Chief Sunday 
Awoniyi. Still, at the risk of 
overflogging the matter, 
M alu’s speech essentially 
captured the deeply felt frus­
tration of a man who watched 
as the institution he once had 
the honour to lead with dis­
tinction was systematically 
stripped o f dignity and 
hqnour in the president’s 
haste to please the W'est; it 
captured the anguish of the 
consummate professional 
forced to choose between 
loyalty to his nation and ca­
pitulation to the wishes of one 
single individual with a ques­
tionable mandate for that mat­
ter. But more importantly, in my 
opinion, his principled retire­
ment from the military demon­
strated his uncommon charac­
ter which must be apparent to 
all fair-minded Nigerians. Not 
only that, by resisting the de­
mons within him in his tussle 
with the president, he also 
emerged as an apostle of our 
nascent democracy no matter 
how imperfect it may be at 
present.

It is also instructive that 
even now that his head is lit­
erally on the guillotine, Gen­
eral Malu unlike the fascists 
in the president’s employ, con­
tinues to express his prefer­
ence for the rule of law above 
anything else. “Iam  58years 
old. I f  I  start being afraid o f  
people now, then I  can never 
lay claim to my professional 
training. I  did not go into the 
army by mistake. It was by 
design. I  know what the law 
says. I f  I  commit an offence, 
arrest me and take me for trial 
and see what will happen. ”

Unfortunately for the man, 
certain satirical developments 
in the polity since the last gen­
eral elections suggest that he 
might not get his wish. If any­
thing, he must thank his maker 
that unlike Bola Ige, Dokubo 
and Chuba Okadigbo, he has 
not already joined his ances­
tors under questionable cir­
cumstances. I happened to be 
in Ibadan last Thursday and 
the tension and frustration of 
a healthy chunk of its inhabit­
ants was tick in the air. My 
friends actually warned me j 
not to venture anywhere near 
Molete for fear of violence. 
The reason: The incumbent 
governor and benefactor of 
all the dirty politics had just 
released a well-known asso­
ciate of Adedibu commonly 
called “Tokyo.” The. same 
man was earlier imprisoned 
on allegations of murder by 
Governor Ladoja! Also, only- 
last week, the president re­
vealed to a shocked nation 
that a man confessed to the 
rigging of the elections in 
Lagos State in 2003. Forget 
the cliche that birds of the 
same feather often flock to- j 
gether; the same character, ; 
like Chris Uba and Ngige who \ 
similarly confessed before I 
the president to the theft of j 
the people’s mandate in 2003, ! 
are yet to be visited by the ! 
Jaw in Obasanjo’s brand of ■ 
democracy. Such men can do : 
no wrong in this dispensation ; 
and are apparently OBJ,’s pre- j 
ferred company..' V ~  |T.

this Obvious abuse of execu­
tive privilege. In the mean-

W hat was in the 
electoral victory 
o f a resistance 

movement in a Palestinian 
occup ied  te rr ito ry  that 
alarm ed governm ents in 
Europe and America? The 
recent mass hysteria in the 
West which heralded the 
proclaimed victory o f Is­
lam ic R esistance M ove­
ment (Hamas) in the Pales­
tinian parliamentary elec­
tion has once again ex­
posed the Western coun­
tries’ triple standards with 
respect to global movement 
tow ards dem ocracy. De­
mocracy is not meant to 
necessarily  be efficien t, 
which explains why the 
w orld to lera ted  the ou t­
come o f controversial elec­
tions that produced Presi­
dent George W. Bush, Jr 
despite the loud global op­
position to his permanent 
w'ar agenda. Democracy is 
not n ecessa rily  to  be 
manned either, which ex­
p lains the new wave o f 
feminisation o f democratic 
presidency from Liberia to 
Chile and Germany! The 
only thing constant in a de­
mocracy is change and the 
elements o f  suspense and 
unwelcome surprises are 
its ingredients! Worldwide, 
(M iddle East inclusive!), 
we have seen that democ­
racy is not necessarily to 
produce saints or virgins as 
w inners. Democracy has 
actually enthroned terror­
ists as leaders. Menachem 
Begin (1913-1992)was an 
acknow ledged  Israe li 
statesman and Prime Min­
is te r  who shared  Nobel 
Prize with President Anwar 
Sadat of Egypt in 1978. He 
was once a commander-in- 
chief o f the notorious mili­
tant terrorist Zionist group 
called lrgun Zvai Leumi, 
which metamorphosed to 
the coalition party that won 
e lec tio n  in 1977. A riel 
Sharon, the Prime Minister 
currently in a coma follow­
ing massive stroke in Janu­
ary, was once a crime min­
ister o f sort who proudly 
presided over the massacre 
o f Palestinian refuges in 
Sabra and Shatila camps in 
1981. He even regretted not 
having liquidated Yasser 
Arafat who was held up in 
the siege in southern Leba­
non.

In fact, Sharon was the 
only prime m inister who 
came to power through ter- 
ro r-p rovocation  that in ­
cluded provocative visit to 
som e holy sites in East 
Jerusa lem ! U ntil 1990, 
Nelson Mandela (the living 
global moral force), was de­
clared a terrorist by apart­
heid South Africa backed by 
the West, while the ANC, 
his o rgan isa tion  was so 
lionised. But Mandela who

■ spent-' !!0,Q00 duys £Z7 ’ 
yeafs !'j ;ftrl,prlisWh oV er-' 
whelmingly »von the first

: f^vpr «/-»

By IssaAremu
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tualiy  shared the Nobel 
Prize with F. W. de Klerk.

If the world came to terms 
with the above cited demo­
cratic outcomes, why the 
frenzy and mass hysteria 
about Hamas victory which 
every discernible observer 
knew to be inevitable? The 
official propaganda had it 
that Fatah dominated the 
PLO lost election because 
o f corruption and cronyism 
at Palestinian Authority, 
but nothing could be more 
misleading. The voice of 
moderation was lost in the

the evidence o f new le- 
mocracy in the Mu. JL ast 
has threatened to c;; off 
aid to plausible Hamn ■ >ed 
P alestin ian  go v ern s  :at 
and urging other n iti to 
take similar stand. It is re- 
cisely this lack of disinter­
es ted n ess  and 
meddlesomeness tha; -.as 
im p erilled  the U nited  
States’ role in the M;.-.lie 
East peace process! Tlu nd 
came too late and to< to­
ken in the first instance aid 
the total withdrawal o*' it 
meant America was inad­
vertently making Hamas' 
case that it (i.e. America) 
only pays lip-service to he

\Historians o f  Palestin­
ian/Israeli conflict will be 
right to conclude that the 
cam paign m anaget o f  
Hamas in this his*r ic elec­
tion o f  Hama r is  stran­
g e ly  M r S h j r o n  who 
through 1 e serial murder 
o f its leaders, notables like 
venerable wheel-chaired  
80-year-old Sheikh Yassin 
and Dr Ranlisipopularised 
their cause and generated 
sympathy fo r  them. It is a 
case o f one extremism be­
getting  another extrem ­
ism:i ”

Palestinian election p re­
cisely because it was re­
warded by both Israel and 
USA with hard-line postur­
ing that meant the mass 
murder of Palestinians and 
further occupation o f their 
lands

Historians of Palestinian/ 
Israeli conflict will be right 
to conclude that the cam ­
paign manager o f Hamas in 
this h isto ric  election  o f 
Hamas was strangely Mr 
Sharonwho through the se­
rial murder o f its leaders, 
no tab les like venerab le  
wheel-chaired 80-year-old 
Sheikh Y assin and Dr 
Ranlisi popularised their 
cause and generated sym­
pathy for them. It is a case 
of one extremism begetting 
another extrem ism ! The 
United States, w'hich para­
doxically has been taunting 
Iraqi “elections” iti which 
m m eri’f y ’S h iites  ' 'n o n '’ 
oveir the Vnajofity -SunWs! as*.

Palestinian cause. It is ri s_ht 
i f  the Israeli voters elected 
bulldozers to power but un­
acceptable if  the Palestin­
ians chose wind-breaker' o 
resist hurricanes. The qn. > 
tion is if the W'est rejects 
dem ocratic outcomes, lo 
they  p re fe r a re tu r r  o 
stone-th row ing  In tifa .ia  
days which seems the oniy 
alternative to democracy? 
Before the death of Y a w r 
Arafat, the propaganda v ds 
that he was the mam ob­
stacle to peace process \  
year after, it is self-evident 
that as long as the pcr- 
ceived and real injustice 
against the Palestinians ie- 
m ain, leaders and th i"e  
who choose them are not 
the p rob lem s but those 
who are in the position hke 
Americans and Europeans 
to ensure equity and jus­
tice to all parties in the a;v- 
long conflict in tfeifMiddle 
East? '- i r'"J ■'
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am eroon’s political 
and business elites 
have been rocked by 

"5y tabloid news-

w itch h u n t
a campaign dy t 
papers to “out' 
alities they say are homos­
exual. *

The newspaper editors 
say they are exposing people 
who engage in “deviant beha­
viour”. Some 50 people have 
been named and the papers 
have sold out;

Homosexual acts are 
banned in Cameroon, with up 
to five years in Jail.

But the campaign has 
been condemned by the state 
communication council for 
invading people’s private 
lives.

The BBC’s Jean-David 
Mihamle in Yaounde says the 
cam paign has sparked a

Kenya drought 
‘worsens 
conflict’

The drought in northern 
Kenya is increasing 
conflict between the 

area’s nomadic groups, as 
they travel further to find 
scarce pasture, a charity says.

“ It’s not just the food 
crisis that is claiming lives,” 
said Oxfam Kenya head Gez- 
ahegn Kebede, warning of fu­
rther deadly clashes unless 
more aid arrives.

He warned of the worst 
conflict in a decade. Last mo­
nth, some 40 people were 
killed in clashes between rival 
groups.

Some 4m Kenyans need 
food aid, along with a further 
7m across East Africa.

The nomadic groups of 
northern Kenya, southern Et­
hiopia, parts of Sudan and So­
malia have a history of figh­
ting over livestock and past­
ure but Oxfam says the drou­
ght is increasing tensions.

Following long wars in 
Somalia and Sudan, weapons 
are relatively  cheap and 
readily available in the area.

“The number of weapons 
in the area is making such enc­
ounters increasingly lethal as 
nomadic communities now 
have to travel hundreds of 
kilometres in search of pas­
ture - often taking them into 

| areas controlled by other 
I communities,” Oxfam said.

“There is also growing 
] conflict between farmers and 
j cattle herders as livestock 

invade farms.”
Last month’s death came 

when Kenyans tried to retri- 
j eve animals stolen by cross- 
{ border raiders from Ethiopia 

and Sudan.
K enya’s environm ent 

| minister and Nobel Peace Prize 
I winner Wangari Maathai has 
! often warned o f the link 
i between conflict ijiAifiiea ami 

environmental factors such
Ias ^

i

national debate ab( ui gay 
rights and privacy.

Like much o f \ rica, 
Cameroon is a cons., r ative 
society, where homos.-' uality 
is frowned upon.

Communications Minister 
Pierre Moukoko Nil 
who is one of those r 
has threatened lega 
and told Cameroon'. 
they risked break i 
families, reports Reuters news 
agency.

“Whether it is^heteros- 
exual or homosexual, .<jxual 
intercourse takes place in an 
intimate environment betw­
een two persons,” he told 
media chiefs last month.

We could not remain 
silent. We had to ring t he alarm 
bell.

However, none ot those 
named have gone to court yet 
and three people - a minister, 
a top civil servant and a radio 
presenter - have denied the 
claims.

Our reporter says one 
newspaper had to have two 
extra print runs and some 
vendors resorted to selling 
photocopies to satisfy dem­
and.

The newspapers say they 
arc waiting to defend thems­
elves - and have proof of their 
allegations.

The publisher of the we­
ekly L'Anecdote, Jean Pierre 
Amougou Belinga, defended 
headlines such as Gay are 
among us”.

“We could no; remain 
silent. We had to ring the alarm 
bell. We don’t regre; it and we 
have to do it again. . in spite 
of numerous death threats me 
and my journalists have 
had,” he told Reuters.

The Somalis in the dock denied the charges o f  piracy.

Somali ‘pirates’ charged in Kenya
an Cnmoli m l i o i r o  ™ - . - , •len Somali men have 
been charged with 
piracy in the Kenyan 

port of Mombasa, where they 
were flown after being arres­
ted by the US navy.

They denied the charges 
and said they did not know 
why they had been “abdu­
cted” from their fishing boat.

But Indian sailors taken 
hostage by pirates have iden­
tified the men.

UN moves closer to 
Sudan peacekeeping
T he Security Council 

Friday authorized plan­
ning for the expected 

UN takeover of peacekeeping 
operations in Sudan’s conf- 
lict-wracked Darfur region.

A council statement as­
ked Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan “to initiate conting­
ency planning without delay” 
with the African Union for a 
possible transition to a UN 
operation. African Union 
peacekeepers are currently in 
Darfur.

“The purpose of today’s 
presidential statement was to 
kick off contingency plann­
ing,” said US Ambassador 
John Bolton, the current cou­
ncil president. “And my instr­
uctions, and my intentions are 
very clear— which is to move 
as far and as fast as we can 
during the month of Febr­
uary.”

The African Union has 
agreed in principle to trans­

fo rm  its 7,000-fitnu!g(peace-

move supported by many co­
uncil members including the 
United States.

If the UN doesn’t take 
over, said Greece’s UN Amb­
assador Adamantios Vassil- 
akis, “it means we don’t want 
peace in the area.”

Decades of low-level tribal 
clashes over land and water 
in the vast western Darfur reg­
ion enipted into large-scale 
violence in early 200? when 
ethnic African tribes took up 
arms, accusing the Arab1 
dominated central govern­
ment of neglect.

Piracy has become comm­
on off anarchic Somalia, which 
has had no central govern­
ment for 15 years. Its waters 
are now the most dangerous 
in the world.

The BBC’s Joseph Odhi- 
ambo in Mombasa says many 
people have been questio­
ning why the US marines flew 
the men to the port town to 
be charged, when the alleged 
offence happened o ff the 
Somali coast.

The men were caught 
earlier this month by guided 
missile destroyer LISS Wins­
ton S Churchill after receiving 
a report of piracy off the Som­
ali coast.

The Indian crew on board 
the ship was freed. They had 
attracted the attention of the 
US navy by writing “Help” on 
the side of the ship, reports 
Kenya-’s Daily Nation newsp­
aper.

The US ambassador to 
Kenya William Bellamy said 
the rescued Indian vessel 
was brought to Mombasa
because it was the nearest 
port.

' “I believe under internati­
onal law Kenya could if it 
chose take jurisdiction in this

case. Other states, however, 
may wish to take jurisdic­
tion,” he said on a visit to 
Mombasa.

We stayed with them for 
five days... these are the ones 
for tortured us

The captain of the Indian 
dhow taken hostage says he 
is sure that he has identified 
the men correctly.

“We stayed with them for 
five days... these are the ones 
for tortured us,” he said.

Another of the 16 Indian 
sailors said they werp all 
beaten and kicked by those 
who held them.

Our correspondent says 
that after their ordeal, man> 
of the Indian sailors are anx­
ious to return home and sa\ 
they do not intend to take to 
the seas again,

Somali waters are the 
world’s most dangerous for 
pirate attacks, according to 
international shipping grc 
ups.

Moi ‘knew about’ Kenya 
gold scam
T /  en;

K js
enya s former Pres­
ident Daniel arap Moi 

lust have been aware 
of a scam which cost some 
$600m, according to a report 
into the “Goldenberg affair”.

The report also says Ed­
ucation Minister George Sai- 
toti - finance minister under 
Mr Moi- should face criminal ' 
charges, according to sou­
rces who have seen it.

Both men have repeatedly 
denied the allegations against 
them.

The report comes as Mr

Malawi minister guilty of fraud
f o but offered to pay back thalaw i’s form er 

education minister, 
Yusuf Mwawa, has 

been found guilty of four cou­
nts of fraud and corruption.

This is the first conviction 
since President Bingu wa 
Mutharika launched his anti­
corruption campaign in 2004. 

He sacked. iitsLy«aE i

expenses for his w'edding at a 
hotel in Blantyre.

His wife, Diana, burst into 
tears following the guilty 
verdict. The court was packed 
with his supporters.

The conviction means he 
loses his seat in parliament, 
w’hich he won on the ticket of

pay
money.

He is to be sentenced on 
9 February.

Two of the charges carry 
jail sentences of up to five 
years, according to Gustave 
Kaliwo,- head o f the Anti- 
Corruption Bureau.

President Mutharika h^>
.... .. J| . _ . 1 * the fermeV’fuling'Uhil^d 4 left Jh^p^F,-jayjr\g^h,erpk^y,

keepmgf^ree ipDatfiiu-iri^oa J after bei^gnacct^pd ofjuijiiig Democratic FropffuDfV T ^id noUsuppoff/hisJpr.jvg’
!'He hM  deAie^.the'cha|j î agaihlr^cop-yption..PCi£ e< 1 S1, p f pyjjliif funt}s lo pfys

Moi’s successor, Mwai Kib- 
aki, is threatened by a sep­
arate corruption scandal.

Mr Kibaki won 2002 ele­
ctions on pledges to tackle 
corruption - and end scams 
like Goldenberg.

He named an inquiry into j 
the scandal, which has now i 
handed over its final report to . 
the president.

The scam involved licen­
ces and credits for fictitious 
gold and diamond exports in 
the early 1990s.

This week Finance Mini­
ster David Mwiraria resigned 
to “clear his name” over the 
Anglo Leasing scandal

The BBC’s Adam My non 
in the capital, Nairobi. sa\-> 
the timing of the delivery of 
the report is being seen as a 
possible attempt to divert att­
ention away from the runninc 
corruption scandal to one tha 
swept through the forme 
Kenyan government.

During the hearing, a key f 
suspect said that he had giv en 
suitcases full of money' tfr M r 
Mffi - anaHegationhhte farmer 
president denjed. '] 1 ?
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World Report

Cole mastermind escape 
from Yemen prison

Mr Arias one o f  the candidates in Costa Rican presidential poll

Costa Ricans vote for president
h p c  t l ir m m li flip  H e  S3.VS Vie W3TltS C^OStR

P olls have closed in 
Costa Rica as the cou­
ntry votes for a new 

leader in an election which 
could see the return of former 
President Oscar Arias.

With 77% o f the votes 
counted, Mr Arias, head of 
the National Liberation Party, 
had 40.8% support compared 
with 40% for his rival Otton 
Solis.

Centrist Mr Arias, 65, has 
enjoyed a big lead in opinion 
polls over his main rivals, Mr 
Solis and Otto Guevara.

Mr Arias won the 1987 
Nobel Peace Prize for work to 
halt regional conflict Mr Solis 
heads the Citizens’ Action 
Party.

Television exit polls had 
earlier given Mr Arias a share 

u)f 45%. The top two candid­
ates go through to a second 
round if the winner does not 
get at least 40%.

“At this hour we still 
don’t know whether the pres­
ident has been chosen or if 

; his election will be delayed 
until 2 April,” Oscar Foncesca 

| o f the Supreme Electoral 
Tribunal said.

The election comes amid 
wide disillusionment with 
politics after a string o f corru- 

| ption scandals in Costa Rica.
‘Today, we’ll make reality 

what the polls have been 
saying,” said Mr Arias.

Voting stations opened at 
dawn for die country’s eligible 
2.5 million voters, but attend­
ance was reported to be thin 
all day. Polls closed at 1800 
(0000 GMT).

Officials said the poll had 
one of the lowest turnouts in 
years but the election had 
proceeded peacefully.

Activists for the main par­

ties drove through the streets 
of the capital, San Jose, hon­
king horns and waving flags 
in a bid to drum up support.

It contrasts to previous 
presidential elections, which 
are traditionally treated as a 
national holiday w ith people 
wearing party colours and 
driving through streets wav­
ing flags on the eve of voti­
ng, the Associated Press rep­
orts.

“This is a cold election 
because people are disillus­
ioned with our politicians,” 
Elena Hidalgo, a 52-year-old 
lawyer waiting to vote in San 
Jose, told AP.

Three former presidents 
have been accused of taking 
illicit payments from foreign 
companies. Two of them are 
on trial.

Correspondents say ma­
ny Costa Ricans see Mr Arias 
- who was president between 
1986 and 1990 - as a politician 
untainted by the recent scan­
dals.

But his critics describe 
him as arrogant.

Mr Arias won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1987 for spearh­
eading talks that led to the end 
of civil wars in Nicaragua and 
El Salvador.

He says he wants Costa 
Rica to join the Central Amer­
ican Free Trade Agreement 
(Cafta) with the US.

Costa Rica is the only 
country in the region which 
has not ratified the deal which 
is set to come into effect later 
this year.

Mr Solis wants some of 
the deal to be renegotiated, 
arguing that in its current form 
it would exacerbate poverty 
and hurt small-scale farmers.

He is hoping to ride the 
left-w ing wave sweeping 
through some Latin American 
countries. He has about 31% 
of support, according to polls.

A n al-Qaida operative 
sentenced to death 
for plotting the USS 

Cole bombing that killed 17 
sailors in 2000 was among a 
group of convicts who esca­
ped from a Yemen prison last 
week, Interpol said Sunday in 
issuing a global security alert. 
Officials set up checkpoints 
around the capital of San’a, 
where the prison was located, 
to try to catch the escapees 
before they could flee to the 
protection of mountain tribes, 
according to a Yemeni secu­
rity official speaking on con­
dition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to talk 
to the press.

Some mountainous tribal 
areas are essentially outside 
the control ofYemen’s central 
government, raising fears the 
fugitives could hide there 
before escaping the country.

The Yemeni government 
made no official comment 
Sunday.

Yemeni officials said 
Jamal al-Badawi— a man con­
victed of plotting, preparing 
and helping carry out the Cole 
bombing —  was among the 
fugitives, Interpol said. Al- 
Badawi was among those 
sentenced to death in Septe­
mber 2004 for plotting the 
attack, in which two suicide 
bombers blew up an explos- 
ives-laden boat next to the 
destroyer as it refueled in the 
Yemeni port of Aden on Oct. 
12,2000.

A Yemeni security official 
announced the escape o f 
convicted al-Qaida members 
Friday but did not provide any 
details or names. The official 
said only that the escapees 
had all had been sentenced 
last year on terrorism-related 
charges.

Interpol said in a state-

Woman has first face transplant
s —   — -urgeons in France have 

carried out the first face 
transplant, it has been 

reported.
The woman had lost her 

nose, lips and chin after being 
savaged by a dog.

In the controversial oper­
ation, tissues, muscles, arte­
ries and veins were taken from 
a brain-dead donor and attac­
hed to the patient’s lower 
face. «•

Doctors stress the woman 
will not look like her donor, 
but nor will she look like she 
did before the attack - instead 
she will have a “hybrid” face.

This is the first face trans­
plant using skin from another 
person

It has been technically 
possible to carry out such a 
transplant for some years, 
with teams in the US, the UK 
and France researching the 
procedure.

Skin from another pers­
on’s face is better for transp­

lants as it will be a better ma­
tch than skin from another 
part of the patient’s body, wh­
ich could have a different 
texture or colour.

But the ethical concerns 
of a face transplant, and the 
psychological impact to the 
patient of looking different 
has held teams back.

Concerns relating to imm- 
unosuppressant, psychol­
ogical impact and the conseq­
uence o f technical failure 
have so far prevented ethical 
approval of the procedure in 
the UK, though doctors here 
are fully able to perform 
transplants.

The 38-year-old French 
patient, from the French town 
of Valenciennes, underwent 
extensive counseling before 
her operation.

The operation took place 
over the weekend in Amiens, 
and is believed to have lasted 
approximately five hours

The French m a o a 7 in p  T ^

Point reports that the tissues, 
muscles, arteries and veins 
needed for the transplant were 
taken from a multi-organ 
donor in the northern city of 
Lille, who was brain-dead.

The operations were car­
ried out by a team led by Prof­
essor Bernard Devauchelle 
and Professor Jean Michel 
Dubemard.

In a statement, the hosp­
ital said the woman had been 
gravely disfigured in the 
attack in May this year.

She has been unable to 
speak or eat properly since.

It added that the woman - 
who wishes to remain anony­
mous - was in “excellent gen­
eral health” and said the graft 
looked normal.

It is not clear whether an 
individual could be left worse 
off in the event that a face 
transplant failed.

Like any other transplant 
patient, the woman will have
t n  tolr**

ment that at least 13 of Hu 23 
escapees were convicto al- 
Qaida fighters.

The convicts escape. * ta 
a 140-yard-long tunnel :ug 
by the prisoners and cov ns- j 
pirators outside,” In te n d  j 
sai(^ The Yemeni oft': jia —aid , 
the prison was at the central : 
headquarters of the coui i: ~v’s 
military intelligence sen ees 
in a building in the cent, of 
the capital.

Another of the 23 esca­
pees was identified as Faw az 
Yahya al-Rabeiee, considered 
by Interpol to be one of those 
responsible for a 2002 attack 
on the French tanker Limburg 
o ff Yemen’s coast. That 
attack killed a Bulgarian crew 
member and spilled 90.*•>K) 
barrels of oil into the Gult of 
Aden.

A l-Rabeiee also was 
convicted for an attack or a 
helicopter carrying Hunt Oil 
Co. employees a month la er 
and the detonation of expl­
osions at a civil aviation a jt- 
hority building.

“We are closely monito­
ring the situation at this time 
and we will work with our do­
mestic and international part­
ners to actively pursue these 
dangerous terrorists,” FBI 
Special Agent Richard Kolko 
said in Washington.

Interpol’s urgent global 
security alert, known as an 
“orange notice,” was issued 
“because the escape and 
unknown whereabouts of al- 
Qaida terrorists constitutec a 
clear and present danger to 
all countries,” the statement 
said.

GLASS BLOCKS
[HEW ARRIVALS

drugs to help her body cope 
with the donated tissue.

Doctors working in the 
field say many could benefit 
from the procedure, including
10,000 bums victims in the 
UK.

Iain Hutchison, an oral- 
facial surgeon at Barts and the 
London Hospital, said: “This 
is the first face transplant us­
ing skin from another per­
son.”

But there are medical, and 
ethical, concerns o f facial 
transplants.

Mr Hutchison, who is 
chief executive o f Saving 
Faces - the Facial Surgery 
Research Foundation, war­
ned blood vessels in the don­
ated tissue could clot, the im­
munosuppressant could fail - 
and would increase the pat­
ient’s risk of cancer.”

Mr Hutchison added the­
re were ethical and moral 
issues around donating facial
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More reactions on cartoon controversy

Lebanon apologizes to 
Denmark for violence
L ebanon apologized 

Monday to Denmark 
after rampaging Musl- 

| im demonstrators set fire to 
! its diplomatic mission in Be- 
I irut, while violent protests es- 
| calated throughout the Mu­
slim world against the publi­
cation of caricatures of the 

! Prophet Muhammad in West­
ern newspapers.

In Afghanistan, hund­
reds of demonstrators clas­
hed with police and sdldiers 
during a protest in the central 

: city of Mihtarlam, killing one 
j person and wounding seven. 
Police fired on the crowd after 
a protester shot at them and 
others threw stones and 
knives, said Dad Mohammed 
Rasa, a spokesman for the 

I Interior Ministry.
Police used batons and 

I rifle butts to break up a crowd 
| of 200 protesters in front of 
| the presidential palace in 
Kabul, the Afghan capital. At 
least three people were inju­
red and seven arrested. Some 
protesters also threw stones 
at a guard house outside the 
main American base in the 
city, but no injuries were 
reported.

Elsewhere, violent prot- 
| ests broke out in Indonesia, 
the world’s most populous 
Muslim nation. Hundreds of 

| demonstrators hurled rocks at 
the Danish and American 
consulates in Surabaya, while 
protesters burned Danish

flags in other cities.
The main city in Indian- 

controlled Kashmir came to a 
standstill as shops, busine­
sses and schools shut down 
for a day to protest the draw­
ings. Dozens of protesters 
torched Danish flags, burned 
tires and shouted slogans 
across Srinagar. Police used 
tear gas and water cannons 
to break up protesters in New 
Delhi.

About 400 Muslims also 
stomped on Denmark’s flag 
outside the country's emba­
ssy in Bangkok, Thailand.

European leaders, meanw­
hile, called for an end to viole­
nce.

“I understand that, when 
religious feelings are hurt, 
that can be expressed, but 
violence cannot be a means 
in the discussion,” German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said.

The prime ministers of 
Spain and Turkey appealed 
for calm in a column in the 
International Herald Tribune, 
saying: “We shall all be the 
losers if we fail to immediately 
defuse this situation, which 
can only leave a trail of mist­
rust and misunderstanding 
between both sides in its 
wake."

The Lebanese Cabinet 
apologized to Denmark follo­
wing a late Sunday emerg­
ency meeting. Information 
Minister Ghazi Aridi said the

government had unanimously 
“rejected and condemned the 
acts of riots ... that harmed 
Lebanon’s reputation and its 
civilized image and the noble 
aim of the demonstration.”

At least one person died, 
30 were injured and about 200 
were detained in the violence 
Sunday, officials said. Prime 
Minister Fuad Saniora said 
the arrested included 76 
Syrians, 35 Palestinians and 
38 Lebanese.

The protesters set the 
building housing the Danish 
Embassy ablaze and threw 
stones at a Maronite Catholic 
church — the first attack on 
Christians since the protests 
began. Muslim clerics also 
denounced the violence 
Sunday, with some wading 
into the mobs to try to stop 
the attacks. Mr Sabeh (centre) resigned after the rioting

...minister quits over riot
, . . .. . —j  — A ~ T orp- rlpff^nHinor frppHnm r

L /
ebanon’s interior min­
ister has quit after pro­

testers sacked Beirut’s 
Danish embassy in more ruct­
ions over cartoons depicting 
the prophet Muhammad.

“A few minutes ago I put 
my resignation at the disposal 
of the cabinet. I didn’t wait 
for an answer and left the me­
eting,” Mr Hassan Sabeh 
said.

Around 200 people were 
arrested after the riot, inclu-

Five killed in Afghan protests
I our people have died in 
violent protests against 
cartoons satirising the 

Prophet Muhammad, follo- 
wing more than a week of 
demonstrations.

Three people died after 
: police in Afghanistan fired on 
j protesters when a police sta­
tion came under attack, a gov­
ernment spokesman said.

In Somalia, a 14-year-old 
boy was shot dead and sev­
eral others were injured after 
protesters attacked the police.

Further protests have be­
en taking place from Gaza to 
India, Indonesia and Iran.

They follow attacks on 
| Danish embassies in Syria 
j and Lebanon over the week- 
; end. The cartoons were first 
! published in a Danish newsp- 
aper.

M onday’s deaths were 
thought to be the first, but 

j officials in Lebanon have 
i now confirmed that a demo- 
i nstrator died on Sunday after 
jumping from the third floor 
o f the Danish embassy in 
Beirut to escape a fire.

Hundreds of people took 
part in the morning demonst­
ration in Afghanistan’s Lagh- 
man province, in a second 

! day df protests in the city.
The province’s director of 

| information, Hamraz Ningar- 
:hari, told the BBC that a 
| policeman and a number of 
I other people were injured.

Demonstrators shouted 
; “death to Denm ark” and 
“d 4 th J o ^ W cg”t? ; 

i for|% r<̂ $ s §n4sfti 
I onf both: • £ 1/. W

1 /■* i v,/>j SbeSBi!

kicked out of Afghanistan.
“They want to test our 

feelings,” protester Mawli 
Abdul Qahar Abu Israra told 
the BBC.

“They want to know whe­
ther Muslims are extremists or 
not. Death to them and to their 
newspapers,” he said.

Across Afghanistan, hun­
dreds protested in Kandahar 
and Mazar-e-Shanf, while 200 
dem onstrators gathered 
outside the Danish embassy 
in the capital, Kabul.

In the north-eastern prov­
ince ofTakhar, demonstrators 
threw stones at government 
buildings and police fired in 
the air.

In the port city of Bosaso, 
in the autonomous Somali 
region o f Puntland, police 
shot dead one protester and 
three more were injured after 
demonstrators threw stones 
and barricaded streets outs­
ide international aid agency 
buildings.

Peaceful protests were 
held in several other Somali 
towns. »

In Indonesia, police fired 
warning shots at protesters 
outside the US consulate in 
Surabaya, the country’s sec­
ond largest city. Earlier, dem­
onstrators hurled stones and 
broke windows at the Danish 
consulate in the city, and 
there were protests in the 
capital, Jakarta

Riot police in the Indian 
capital, Delhi, fired tear gas 
and water cannons to dispe­
rse hundreds/offlturienfepro-: 
testHpg agaisshtfw auqtoqus

across Indian-administered 
Kashmir were closed after a 
general strike was called in 
protest at the drawings 

In Thailand, protesters 
shouted “God is great” and 
stamped on Denmark’s flag 
outside the country’s emba­
ssy in Bangkok, the Assoc­
iated Press news agency 
reported

There were protests outsi­
de the European Union offi­
ces in Gaza, following dem­
onstrations there last week.

The cartoons first appea­
red in a Danish newspaper in 
September and caused outr­
age among Muslims, who co­
nsider any images of Muha­
mmad offensive.

One of the cartoons sho­
ws Muhammad wearing a 
bomb-shaped turban.

Newspapers across Eur­
ope republished the pictures 
last week, saying they were 
defending freedom of expre­
ssion.

ding more than 70 Syrians and 
some Palestinians.

The cartoons were first 
published in a Danish newsp­
aper.

On Saturday, mobs in 
Syria torched the Danish and 
N orw egian em bassies in 
Damascus.

Danish Foreign Minister 
Per Stig Moeller has called for 
calm.

“It is a critical situation 
and it is very serious,” he told 
Danish public radio.

Danes living in Lebanon 
have been told to leave the 
country or stay indoors.

Mr Sabeh said 1,200 
security men and 1,600 army 
troops had been called in to 
prevent peaceful protests 
turning violent on Sunday.

“But things got out of 
hand when elements that had 
infiltrated into the ranks of 
the dem onstrators broke 
through security shields,” Mr 
Sabeh said.

“The one remaining opt­
ion was an order to shoot, but 
I was not prepared to order 
the troops to shoot Lebanese 
citizens,” he added.

The violence has been 
condem ned by political 
leaders across the country, 
says the BBC’s correspo­
ndent Jim Muir.

Around 200 people have 
been arrested, including more 
than 70 Syrians and some 
Palestinians, as well as 
Lebanese.

Some leading politicians 
were quick to accuse Syria of 
instigating the violence in

order to undermine Lebanese 
security, our correspondent
says.

Thousands of protesters 
attacked the Danish mission 
in Beirut

Lebanon’s leading Sunni 
politician Saad Hariri, said the 
violence was a “black day” for 
Lebanon’s Muslims.

The cartoons first appe­
ared in a Danish newspaper 
in September and caused 
outrage among Muslims, who 
consider any im ages of 
Muhammad offensive.

One o f the cartoons 
shows Muhammad wearing a 
bomb-shaped turban.

Newspapers across Eur­
ope republished the pictures 
in recent days, saying they

are defending freedom 
expression.

Huge crowds attended 
Sunday’s protest in the Chris­
tian neighbourhood where the 
Danish embassy is located.

The protest started out 
peacefully, but turned violent 
after Islamic extremists tried 
to break though security barr­
iers protecting the building.

“We have a right to def­
end our prophet,” one prote 
ster told the BBC.

“They should have respe­
cted our religion,” said anot­
her.

Some 2,000 riot police and 
army troops fired tear gas and 
water cannons to disperse 
the crowd and fired their 
weapons into the air.

Indonesia protests spread
Indonesian police have 

fired warning shots to 
break up a protest in Sura­

baya, East Java, over cart­
oons satirising the Prophet 
Muhammad.

It was the latest protest to 
hit Indonesia and other cou­
ntries regarding the pictures, 
which were first printed in a 
Danish newspaper last year.

Protesters in Surabaya 
first attacked the Danish and 
'thefr-tWe US^oAsSlate?0

demanded a newspaper apol­
ogise for publishing one of 
the cartoons.

At least 200 protesters 
gathered outside the Danish 
consulate in Surabaya, Indo­
nesia’s second largest city, 
before moving on to the US 
consulate.

The warning shots were 
fired when the protesters tried 
to remove the US consulate’s 
plaque, reports said.

[here were altsp ,r
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In quotes: Reaction to cartoons
The decision by some European newspapers to reprint 

cartoons depicting the Prophet Muhammad has causa! 
widespread condemnation and protests.

As the row intensifies, governments and world leaders 
have been giving their reaction. Here is a selection of comments 
from political leaders around the world.

HOSNI MUBARAK, Egyptian President 
Freedom of opinion, expression and o f the press, which 

we guarantee and respect, cannot be used as an excuse to 
insult sanctities, beliefs and religions.

HAMID KARZAI, Afghan President 
Any insult to the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, is an 

insult to more than one billion Muslims and an act like this 
must never be allowed to be repeated.

ANDERS FOGH RASMUSSEN, Danish Prime Minister 
We are talking about an issue with fundamental 

significance to how democracies work. One can safely say it 
is now an even bigger issue.

AHMED QURE1A, Outgoing Palestinian Prime Minister 
We hope that the concerned governments are attentive to 

the sensitivity o f this issue. We warn that emotions may flare 
in this very sensitive issue.

Prince NAYEF, Saudi Interior Minister 
We hope that religious centres like the Vatican will clarif> 

their opinion in this respect.
PHILIPPE DOUSTE-BLAZY, French Foreign Minister 
The principle of freedom should be exercised in a spirit of 

tolerance, respect of beliefs, respect of religions, which is the 
very basis of secularism o f our country.

YURI THAMRIN, Indonesian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Freedom of expression cannot justify indignity towards a 

religion.
FRANCO FRATTINI, EU Justice Commissioner 
It should be crystal clear to all that violence, intimidation, 

and the calls for boycotts or for restraints on the freedom ot 
the press are completely unacceptable.
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Don’t let the bed-bugs bite? 
Try stopping them!
A ustralia is suffering a 

bed-bug epidemic 
with the tourism in­

dustry losing an estimated 
A$ 100 million (US$75 million) 
a year because of the blood­
sucking insects, according 
to a new entomology study.

Some pest controllers 
have reported more than a
1,000 percent rise in bed-bug 
outbreaks, said the Institute 
for Clinical Pathology & 
M edical Research at 
Sydney’s Westmead Hospi­
tal. The Australian outbreaks 
are part of a global epidemic, 
with the number of bed bugs 
worldwide doubling each 
year, Institute medical ento­
mologist Stephen Doggett 
said Friday.

“Britain, Europe and a lot 
of America have reported a 
resurgence in bed bugs,” said 
Doggett.

Hotel and pest control 
operators in the United 
States reported a 20 percent 
rise in bed bugs in 2004 and 
bed bug infestations in the 
United States have caused 
lawsuits, with a number of 
companies sued by guests 
after being bitten.

Doggett said the world­

wide rise in the insects was a 
result of changing pest con­
trol measures and a rise in 
travelers visiting exotic loca­
tions.

Pest control in the past 
usually involved insect 
sprays, which also killed bed 
bugs, but new environmen­
tally friendly practices such 
as insect baits, had no effect 
on bed bugs.

“Bed bugs haven’t been 
a serious public health prob­
lem in Australia for about 50 
years prior to their current 
resurgence,” Doggett said.

“M otels use to be 
sprayed for cockroaches, but 
now they use cockroach 
baits and bed bugs are blood 
suckers so the baits have 
little impact,” he said.

Some people suffer blood 
poisoning as a result of bites.

Bed bugs prefer dark lo­
cations close to where 
people sleep so they can feed 
on human blood at night. 
They usually nest in mat­
tresses, particularly in the 
seams, under floorboards 
and carpets, inside bed 
frames and slats and behind 
skirting boards.
' The chairman of Back-

Arcade claw offers 
live lobster prizes

Yi'ou don’t have to be a 
fishermart to catch 
lobsters anymore. At 

a neighborhood store in this 
Portland suburb and at res­
taurants and bars in more 
than a dozen states custom­
ers can plunk down $2 for a 
chance to catch their very 
own lobster using a mechani­
cal claw in an arcade-style 
game.

The apparatus is a new 
version o f the old-style 
amusement game where play­
ers put in a quarter or two in 
hopes of grabbing a stuffed 
animal. But instead of plush 
toys, the Love Maine Lob­
ster Claw game has a water- 
filled tank full of lobsters.

When a lobster is caught, 
the restaurants cook it for 
free and serve it with side 
dishes.

“He looks like a keeper,” 
said Frank M argel o f 
Westbrook, eyeing a mottled- 
greefi crustacean at Eight 
Comers Market before giv­
ing the game a try.

It’s easier said than done, 
however. Unlike stationary 

j stuffed animals, the lobsters 
| flap their tails, flail their claws 
and squirm this way and that,

I making them elusive prey.
“Those lobsters are 

j lively. They’re ready forcom- 
| petition ,” M argel said a 
I minute later and $2 poorer af- 
i ter the crustacean slipped 
j away.

Marine Ecological Habi­

tats in Biddeford has been 
making the Love Maine Lob­
ster game for just over a year 
and sold a couple of dozen, 
said Joe Zucchero, the com­
pany president.

The M aine-made m a­
chines can be found in res­
taurants and bars in Texas, 
Louisiana, Florida, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Maine, 
Zucchero said. A Florida 
company, The Lobster Zone 
Inc., makes a similar machine 
that it says can be found in 
more than 20 states.The 
game has its critics. Animal 
rights activists contend it’s 
cruel to toss a lobster into a 
boiling pot of water. And 
playing with the creatures 
before sending them to their 
deaths rubs some people the 
wrong way.

“Turning animal cruelty 
into a game is absolutely hid­
eous,” said Karin Robertson 
of People for the Ethical 
Treatment'of Animals.

A restaurant in P itts­
burgh removed its lobster 
game last week in response 
to PETA’s campaign against 
the machines.

Paul Carrozzi, owner of 
Roland’s Seafood Grill, said 
he doesn’t agree the machine 
is inhumane, but removed it 
after receiving threatening e- 
mails and calls. “ It ju st 
wasn’t worth it,” he said.

Zucchero maintains that 
the machine has a gentle claw 
that won’t hurt the animals.

packing Queensland, Dean 
Cooper, said accommodation 
operators in the tropical 
northern state were losing 
money by closing rooms to 
treat bed-bug outbreaks.

“It can sometimes be a 
minimum two or three days 
that you’ll have a room out 
of action — a couple of hun­
dred dollars just for that par­
ticular room, and then you 
have possible reinfestation 
problems down the track,” 
Copper told Australian radio.

Queensland’s Tourism 
Industry Council will hold a 
bed-bug summit next Tues­
day to discuss combating 
the biting problem.

An adult bed-bug fu ll o f blood is seen in this undated handout 
Clinical Pathology and Medical

-i 'tograph in Sydney. (Institute for

Ultraviolet lure may catch ish ’s eye
E.......................... '............_the ancient struggle be 

tween man and fish, man 
las a new weapon. For­

get fancy lures, depth 
charges or precision casting 
guns. The new weapon re­
quires vision — ultraviolet 
vision.

Called Fool-a-Fish, it 
comes in a bottle that sprays 
titanium dioxide on fishing 
lures and bait. The chemical 
lights up the watery depths 
like a disco ball, luring fish 
from half a mile away.

Fool-a-Fish is the brain­
child of a Spokane physician 
named Milan Jeckle — that’s 
Dr. Jeckle to you — who 
combined his love of chem­
istry and the outdoors into a 
new business. Fool-A-Fish 
is earning a growing reputa­
tion as anglers from Alaska 
to Florida enjoy success with 
the product.

“You catch three or four 
times more fish, and the big­
gest fish,” Jeckle contended.

Researchers have dis­
covered that while humans 
see in three colors — red, 
yellow-green and blue — 
fish and birds see a fourth 
color in the ultraviolet range, 
which shows up as a white 
glow, Jeckle said. This color 
is invisible to humans.

Working with David 
Cleary, a chemistry professor 
at Spokane’s Gonzaga Uni­
versity, Jeckle came up with 
the formula combining tita­
nium dioxide, which is used 
in sunscreens, and several 
other chemicals. The whitish 
liquid dries quickly, and will 
stay on a lure for some two 
hours, he said. It is nontoxic, 
odorless and washes off 
with soap and water.

But underwater it shines 
like a beacon to fish.

In November of 2004, 
Jeckle and two friends went 
to Moses Lake, in central 
Washington, to try it out.

“I put it on my bait and 
caught a 6-pound walleye,” 
Jeckle said. Later he took it 
to Alaska and caught several 
100-pound halibut.

Jeckle said many of the 
spray products currently 
used to lure fish are scent- 
based, because fish are 
known to search for food by

smell.
“This is based entirely on 

vision,” Jeckle said. “This is 
a new way to fish.”

“It’s not just blood that 
attracts sharks,” he added. 
“They can see a swimmer half 
a mile away.”

Jeckle makes up batches 
of Fool-A-Fish in his kitchen. 
The spray is sold in some 
outdoor stores in the region, 
and it can be ordered on 
Jeckle’s Web site. It is also 
getting written up in fishing 
magazines. Northwest Angler 
said the formula “makes it 
super easy for fish to see lures 
or baits from great distances.” 

Instructors at Salmon 
University in Tacoma, a guide

service and fishing school, 
also report success with the 
product. John Keizer, one of 
its chief instructors, said he 
found that treated herring 
caught three fish for every 
one caught on untreated her­
ring.

Jeckle has also adapted 
his formula to produce Fool- 
A-Bird, which works on a re­
verse principle. Birds use ul­
traviolet vision to avoid hu­
mans, so Jeckle created a for­
mula that when sprayed on a 
hunter’s clothes, body and 
gun will absorb ultraviolet 
rays.

“You spray it on yourself 
and they treat you like a tree 
trunk or a dead stum p,”

:kle said. “They ignore 
yt ,i.”

eckle grew up in Green 
Bay Wis., where he began 
fishing for perch as a boy. He 
practiced for three decades 
as a family physician in Spo­
kane, and went into 
semiretirement five years 
ago. That’s what gave him 
the time to develop his prod­
ucts, he said. Jeckle cau­
tioned that Fool-A-Fish is 
not foolproof.

“It’s not magic,” Jeckle 
said. Some days nothing will 
make fish bite, and other days 
they will bite at anything, he 
said.

“This is for when it’s in- 
between,” he said.

Plastic traffic cop slows cars in Russia
A  is

lis is one Russian traf 
fic cop who will never 
issue a ticket or take a 

bribe: he’s made of plastic.
A life-size mock-up of a 

traffic police officer is prompt­
ing more drivers to obey the 
speed limit on a highway in 
western Russia, the plastic 
policeman’s flesh-and-blood 
colleagues said in a report on 
state-run Channel One tele­
vision Sunday.

“Our m onitoring has 
shown that drivers here... are 
more disciplined: they slow 
down,” said Ivan Zybin, the 
deputy commander of a traf­
fic police detachment in the 
Belgorod region near the 
Ukrainian border.

A bit like the kind of flat 
cardboard cutout that en­
ables tourists to snap photos 
with world leaders, this fake 
human figure comes complete 
with a nearly two-dimensional 
patrol car, a speed gun and a 
black-and-white baton — 
held up to signal travelers to 
be cautious.

But Alexei Zakharov, the 
officer who served as the 
model for the mock-up, said 
that the sight of his plastic 
double prompts some drivers 
to do more than slow down.

“Some drivers stop and 
come up to him to show their

documents, others sit in their 
cars and wait for the inspec­
tor to approach them. They 
sit there for five minutes and 
they drive away,” he said.

The stretch of highway is 
busy, in part because of driv­
ers traveling to Ukraine, and 
officer Sergei Kurdyumov 
said the mock-up boosts 
manpower.

“He helps us in that we 
can’t be in two places at once 
here and there,” he said.

Regional authorities plan

to use more of the mock-ups 
if the experiment proves suc­
cessful, Channel One re­
ported. Traffic police some­
times place mock-ups of pa­
trol cars by Russian road­
sides for similar purposes.

Non-plastic Russian traf­
fic police are widely known 
for accepting bribes, which 
are sometimes offered by 
drivers who want to avoid 
losing their license or facing 
inconvenient paperwork or a 
court appearance.

200-Pound Univ. of 
Vermont mascot stolen

t s
A  w

tie University of Ver 
mont is offering a re 
ward for the return of 

its missing cat. The cata­
mount that is, the 200-pound, 
nine-foot by seven foot alu­
minum snarling mascot that 
is jumping through an over­
sized V.

The sign had been taken 
to a South Burlington busi­
ness for updating when it dis­
appeared between Jan. 27 
and Thursday.

“It’s probably a college 
student prank,” said Sign-A- 
Rama owner Bob Diaco. “It’s 
either that or somebody who 
wanted it for the value of the 
metal.

Hopefully, it will show up

in the next few days.”
UVM officials hope to 

give the cat a makeover and 
display it on Patrick Gymna­
sium.

The reward will be in the 
form of sporting event tick­
ets. “I think we would cer­
tainly like to show our appre­
ciation for anyone who’s able 
to help us get it back,” said 
Chris McCabe, UVM assis­
tant vice president. “We have 
so many exciting things go­
ing on in the athletic depart­
ment with our events. We 
would certainly make sure we 
put somebody rink-side, 
court-side.”

The cat sign is valued at 
$10,000.
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We are deeply touched by the overwhelming support 

and your prayers. Words are not enough to express our 

appreciation to all of you, too numerous to mention.

May the Almighty Allah (S.W.T.) reward you all 

abundantly, (Amin)f

The entire members of the family of the late Walin 

Ilorin, ALHAJI AKANBI MAHMUD ONIYANGI. 

express our profound gratitude to all those who 

commiserated with us over the passing away of our 

Father.

::::    .

Signed: 
ABDULRAZAQ ONIYANGI 

for (he family
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MINISTRY OF AVIATION
1st Floor, Federal Secretariat, Shehu Shagari Way, Abuja

Expression of Interest for the Procurement of 
Airport Facilities

T he Federal Airports Authority of 
Nigeria (FAAN) in it’s efforts to ensure 
continuous access to reliable 

information system facilities in 5 major 
International Airports around the country in 
the first instance, (Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport Abuja, Murtala 
Mohammad International Airport Lagos, 
Aminu Kano International Airport Kano, Port 
Harcourt International Airport and Ilorin 
International Airport) is desirous among other 
plans to procure the underlisted facilities on 
Supply , Install and Maintenance basis.

For this purpose, the Ministry of Aviation 
hereby invites Manufacturers or Manufacturers’ 
Agents/Representatives to express their interest 
for the Supply, Install, Train and Maintain (for 
a period of 5 years in the first instance) the 
underlisted facilities.

( Flight Information Display System 
( Synchronized Clock System 
( Integrated Public Address System 
< CCTV

Interested firms are expected to provide 
training programs for use of the facilities 
being offered together with their training
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This Expression of Interest is for Manufacturers 
or Manufacturers’ Representatives only. 
Brochures detailing the specifications offered 
with information on the after sales service 
locations around the country must be submitted 
with the firm’s profile.

Preference will be given to the organizations 
willing to hire/lease or agree to outsourcing 
arrangements.

Only the shortlisted firms will be invited to 
participate in the Bidding/Negotiation process.

Expression of Interest is to be addressed to:

Office of the Honourable Minister 
Federal Ministry of Aviation 
Federal Secretariat 
Shehu Shagari Way 
Maitama District, Abuja.

The Expressions of Interest should reach the 
above address not later than 4.00pm, 20th 
February, 2006.

- Signed 
Permanent Secretary ,

? ' i »  - n o  2 ^ .
V.‘» > A i f
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Froi.i °ft; Minister o f  State fo r Finance, Mrs. Nenadi Usman, Minister o f Finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Special Adviser on Budget 
t yfte.'Si Mr. Bode Augusto at a news briefing in Abuja,...recently.

i t e  csm likion: Banks struggle under integration costs
rr ^ h e ^ su r v iv in g  bafikS From Bright Ewulu, O u ,    O  ,   _!5 surviving bank 

i an try arc 
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m Iras true lure, iiusi, 
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According to sorr 
chiefs who sp 
banks are not happy doing

From
•putv Business Editor__

th staff because of 
..lherent cost o f  that 

inevitable action.
However, while some 

banks find it difficult coming 
up with the huge wage bill as 
a result o f demands o f 
redundancy and IT software 
migrations, banks like United 
Bank for Afi ica (UBA) which

.. .at war over sharing formalar 
T

he First City 
Monument Bank Pic 
and former Akwa Ibom 

State owned C ooperative 
Bank that sur, i ved the recent 
shake up through merger will 
on February 14,1006 appear 
before the Akwa Ibom State 
Home of Assembly to settle 
the seeming impasse between 
them over assets sharing.

A statement i ssued by the 
House had directed officials 
of the two bari •* who may 
have found it dt rTcult to draw 
up a sharing formula on 
among other things, 
w orkforce, assets and 
liabilities, to p.esenc their 
papers without (V.il.

Business 7v"sf gathered 
that presently a g od member 
of staff who w cr: previously

i From Edet Ekanem, Uyo I
working with Cooperative 
Bank have been allegedly 
asked to go home while the 
First City Monument Bank 
have their staff intact.

Also a tew who have been 
allowed to continue, find it 
very difficult to have their 
salaries stream lined in 
accordance with the new 
administration.

The speaker of the House 
of \ssembly, Obong Nelson 
Efficng who announced the 
invitation called or. the two 
financial institutions to put 
their presentations in writing 
so as to defend same at the 
floor o f the House on the 
designated date.

recently paid N4 billion in its 
optional retirement package 
are not finding things 
difficult.

As the bank’s executive 
director (retail), Chika Mordi 
revealed, the UBA merger 
v/ith Standard Trust Bank Pic 
freed up a sum total of N12 
billion for the new UBA.

He said that this was a 
result of the fact that the two 
banks were settlement banks 
and that having merged they 
were no longer compelled by 
CBN to invest N12 billion 
each on treasury bills as 
mandated for settlem ent 
banks in the country.

Apparently the sum has

been beneficial in UBA’s N4 
billion wage bill for the staff 
that recently departed and the 
over one billion expended on 
re-branding its IT software 
migration, logo change in its 
branches in New York, Ghana 
and Nigeria.

Diamond Bank's chief 
executive officer, Mr. Emeka 
Onwuke recently posited that 
issues of integration would 
be very expensive, saying 
that is the challenge for mega 
banks at this point in time.

The managing director of 
First City Monument Bank 
(FCMB), Mr. Deji Balogun 
also said that the CBN has 
promised to help banks in the 
cost of integration.

ro fewer than 377 c 
market open 
representing 48 peri 

a total of 786 operator- 
market have been able to e < 
with the apex regulator i 
Nigerian capital m.r 
directive that all operator 
up their capital base foi 
regime.

The Securities and Ev 
Commission (SEC di', 
Friday that the January 3 1 
grace period granted the oix 
to comply with the d:rec 
expired.

According to the sta: 
signed by its head co : 
affairs, Ismail Ville. aK 
percent of the stockh- 
operating in the capital n 
have been able to comp \ 
the directive.

The commission di',

apital

the

the

osed
that the number of stockbrokers
or stockbrokers with 
additional functions re^": 
with it as at the end of De. 
2005 stood at 247. out o - 
49 percent of the total ( ab< i 
were able to meet the dire, it 

at the end of the grat pc
Detailed analysis of 

Commission’s list o' ope 
that have been able to . 
with the minimum p i 
capital/net worth require 
shows that 101 brokers k 
have met the requiremei 
the end of January, whi e 
stockbrokers/dealers i wit:, 
functions) scaled the hudd e 
end of January.

While two dealet' 
brokers each met the diree t 
at January 31, 2006. five 
portfolio managers lonK 
eight fund/portfolio m.ir 
(with other function) scale 
huddle and two fund mana 
two portfolio manager > 
complied at the end of the

the

and

N IC O N  p ro m ises  to  reta in  s ta ff
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Parallel Market
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Dotlar 144 545
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currency 
Dollar 
Pounds 
EURO 
YEN 
WAIJA 
RIYAL 
CFA 

C Ran(l ;  ^  <* 
S/Dollar

V ^ . v V ,  \. •

Buying
131.86 
119.27 
164.+2 
1.20 
193.5b- 
35.15 
0240 
20^4} 
8.00

\ . T

Schtng 
13186 
241.09 
165.66 
1 2. 
196/M 
3542 
0250 
21 55 
9.52 
17.00

FromAbdulwahabIsa,Business\ changed from con
Correspondent, Lagos j governm ent control 0

 .—   1 p ercent private through a
the corporation s clients. privatisation process

In the meantime, two of the condUcted by the Bureau of 
former top directors of NICON pub)jc Enterprises (BPI ) that 
Insurance C orporation saw the em ergence o f  
(N1CON) that were relieved of Assurance Acquisition Limited, 
their posts by the new a consortium chaired by 
management have re-applied to Barrister ,imoh Ibrahln1 
be engaged in the organisation u  was howev£r gath, red

Barrister jTmolf Ibrahim re- that the fo™ er MD; V1s >',sca 
b r u is e s  the corporation. Soares and 8eneral marager.

Business Trust exclusively legal services, Mallam \a s ir  
confirmed over the weekend Ahmed voluntarily tendered 
that Mr. Sunny Adeda their resignation letters even 
' xecutive Director (technical) when the new management 

need more competent hands and Alhaji Shadiq Sharubutu gave them the option to reapplv. 
rather than sack. He however (F,/D finance and admin) have Efforts by Business Trust to 
laid emphasis on competence both forw arded their reach Mr. Adeda on his mobile 

| in the discharge of duties and applications to the new chief phone were unsuccessful as he 
promised constant training of executive officer did not pick can s. N IC O \
staft to get the best of their Hte tw0* including other ance snokesman \lh
drill* directors and the erstwhile l ^ u [anAc,e sP °Jcesman x' n

The new helmsman has managing director, Ms Prisca YakubuAkor who promisee this 
i , , .. Soares were relieved of their reporter that he would get
also assured of prom pt positio,ns ag ow nership acrosS.tl|9ijl|(a^j^efer did isi
payment of genuine claims to structure of the corporation at the time of filing t^e report

new chief executive 
officer of NICON 
Insurance Corporation, 

Barrister Jimoh Ibrahim has 
; assured s ta ff o f the 
| corporation of the security of 
| their jobs.

The promise is against the 
| backdrop o f the current 
! reorganisation in the 
| corporation.

Jimoh, in an exclusive 
! interview with Business Trust 
I in Lagos aliayed fears o f 
| retrenchment among staff and 
I assured that he would even
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in economy row
T lhe redesigned Accent 

finished a respectable 
third in the Best New 

Economy Car class in 
Autom obile Journalists 

I Association of Canada AJAC 
voting, behind the all-new 
Honda Civic and the Toyota 

| Yaris.
The quality of the Accent 

is far superior to even the 
model it replaces. And this is 

I in a car that has always been 
a consumer favourite over the 
years with more than 191,000 
being sold in Canada since 
1994.

The 2006 model is larger 
than its predecessor. Overall, 
the new Accent is 1.8 inches 
(45.72 mm) longer, while the 

j w heelbase is 2.3 inches 
(58.42 mm) longer. It is also 1 
inch (25.4 mm) wider and 3 
inches (76.2 mm) taller. 
Meanwhile, the larger exterior 
translates into a larger interior 
as well, producing the most 
interior volume (passenger 
and cargo) of any sedan in 
its class.

This increased
spaciousness means more 
com fort for driver and 
passenger alike along with an 
increased trunk capacity from 
11.6 cu. ft. (328 litres) to 12.4 
cu. ft. (351 litres).

Inside, the tw o-tone 
colour scheme on the dash 

i gives a touch o f class not 
normally found in economy 
sedans like this. Other little 
“ex tras” like sunvisor 

I extensions, a storage 
compartment and a 12-volt 
outlet are also unusual in an 
entry-level vehicle.

The 1.6L 16-valve DOHC 
four-cylinder engine proved 

jto  have decent pick-up, 
despite only 110 horses. At 

I 100 km/h, the engine runs 
i smoothly and fairly quietly.
I Above that speed, engine

By Ham isu M uham m ad,
Business Reporter

noise becomes much more 
pronounced.

Seating up front is 
comfortable for driver and 
passenger alike. The driver’s 
seat can be m anually 
adjusted eight ways and the 
seats offer good support with 
plenty of legroom. In the rear, 
legroom  again is above 
average for a car in this 
category.

The Accent features a 
fully independent front 
suspension with stabilizer bar 
and semi-independent rear 
suspension.

The com bina-tion 
provides a fairly comfortable 
and predictable car to drive 
in both city and highway 
conditions, althou-gh the ride 
quality does deteriorate over 
washboard roads. 2006 Hyundai Accent

Dodge to introduce mid-size Niti o SUV
D odge, a division of 

D a im ler C h ry s le r  
AG’s Chrysler Group, 

first introduced a concept 
version of the 2007 Dodge 
Nitro at last year's Chicago 
Auto Show. This time, it’s 
unveiling the production 
version, which will go on sale 
later this year. The Chicago 
Auto Show is open to the 
public Feb. 10-19.

Dodge says the Nitro will 
spice up the crowded mid­
size segment, which includes 
such stalwarts as the Toyota 
4Rtinner, Ford Explorer and 
Chevrolet TrailBlazer. The 
N itro has 20-inch tires, 
chrome vents on the fenders 
and D odge’s m uscular 
design and unm istakable 
grille. Higher-end models 
come with a plastic cargo 
floor that slides rc.irward for 
easy loading.

The Nitro will come with

a standard 3.7-liter, 210- 
horsepower V-6 engine and 
an available 4.0-liter, 255- 
horsepower V-6 engine on the 
performance-oriented Nitro 
R/T. It has several standard 
safety features, including 
electronic stability control 
and side-curtain air bags.

The Nitro fills a hole in 
Dodge’s lineup. Buyers have 
had to turn to the Jeep 
Liberty which shares the 
Nitro’s underpinnings if they 
wanted anything sm aller 
than the Dodge Durango, 
which was billed as a mid-size 
SUV when it was introduced 
in 1998 but has grown taller, 
longer and w ider in 
subsequent redesigns.

The N itro “defin itely  
helps on the showroom side, 
and the styling o f it is 
fabulous,” said Rebecca 
Lindland, an auto analyst 
with the consulting firm 
Global Insight Inc. “There’s

nothing below the Durango 
in the Dodge showroom, and 
even with gas prices people 
still want SUVs. They want 
the utilitv.”

Lindland d-sc itws the 
Nitro as a burly Liberty, with 
a longer wheelbase and more 
aggressive styling.

But the vehicle shares

some of the Liberty’s bette' 
qualities, including its car-like 
ride and good fuel econonn. 
estimated at 18 to 23 miles per 
gallon. Lindland said.
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NUBIFIE wants bank 
workers to unionise

From Sainson Ojo, La gasThe National Union of 
Banks, Insurance and 
Financial Institutions 

Employees (NUBIFIE) has 
called on Central Bank 
Governor, Professor Charles 
Soludo to make it compulsory 
for all banks that scaled 
through the consolidation 
hurdles to allow their workers 
to belong to Unions of their 
choice.

The Union in a statement 
tagged: Post Consolidation 
challenges of the Banking 
Sector reform” signed by its 
national president. Comrade 
Lawal A. Ahobi, stated that 
the challenges facing the 
Union presently  are the 
“stability of the consolidated 
banks, unfettered employee 
right to belong to the Union 
within the (merger) hew entity.

The text of the NUBIFIE 
statement read in part: “the 
reform programme has indeed

workers is to allow them enjoy 
their fundamental right of 
freedom of association as 
enshrined in the constitution.

He however lauded the 
unionised banks, urging 
them not to renege on the 
collective agreement and 
ensure that their workers are 
paid their entitlements as the 
merger and the acquisition 
lasted.

Alobo advised workers to 
embrace unionism at all times 
noting that the best place for 
employee to be assured that 
their jobs are secured is within 
the union.

Meanwhi le, the union has 
w ritten to insurance 
companies, warning that any 
rationalisation exercise that 
would take place as a result 
o f re-capitalisation in the 
industry should be done 
strictly  according to the 
existing collective agreement; 
“we have to remind you that 
workers in the industry enjoy 
the terms and conditions in 
the collective agreement and 
any rationalisation exercise 
the company might wish to 
carry out in the near or 
im m ediate future must 
necessarily be in line with the 
finance industry collective 
agreem ents,” the union 
warned.

c  T H E  N O B ™
i t s  m erger ! 1 
T V  B A N K  P L C

and
A T IO H A L  B A

Unity Bank's A g  MD/CEO, Engr. Ahm ed  Ibrahim standing fo r  recognition during the opening o f  the court ordered meeu  • of 
Bank o f  the North shareholders in Abuja m eeting to his left is a  director C h ie f Raym ond Ihyem be and  to his right a n  Che. 'latt 
Alh. Abubakar Sadauki and  BS/Legal adviser, Alh. M.U. Avuya...recently.

in nationwide metering
airectec 
strength 
short ten 
the Ions 
employe

tht

we believe that m 
:erm the right of 
to freely exercise 

their fundamental right of 
freedom o f association as 
enshrined in the 1999 
constitution o f the federal 
republic o f N igeria is 
sacrosanct.”

The NUBIFIE national 
president. Comrade Alobi 
stated further that his Union 
was ready to engage in 
constant dialogue with the 
banks just as it emphasised 
that it was never at any point 
opposed to the reform but 
only raised fundam ental 
questions regarding job 
security, jo in ing , among 
others. Adding reasons why 
workers should be allowed to 
join unions of their choice by 
the m anagem ent o f 
consolidated banks, he said 
that one of the best ways to 
bring out the best in the

In line with 
rcsiructurirr 
Holding C 

N igeria (PH( 
Makoju, the eh  
officer of the 
hinted that PH t 
to expand

ongoing nationwide; on a mass scale
he Power with the o o’

pany o f manufactw
J O T* 1 O tA TVi ‘t

■erslikeEMCONin 
Jce meters available

executive
Ẑ CLl Id IU II id
at all locatitons in the country

pany has Accor*ding to him '‘we
planning want to quickly put
netering customers who are on direct

Charles Soludo, CBN Gov

Coy strategises to meet 
recapitalisation deadline
c

connection on m eters as 
soon as possible that is why 
they are being disconnected. 
But anytime we disconnect a 
custom er on direct 
connection we make sure he 
has a m eter when we 
reconnect him.”

He further spoke on the 
pre-paym ent m eter been 
deployed throughout the 
country and said everyone 
would not be on the system.

The reason for this he 
said is because of the cost of

maintaining the system which 
may be affordable for rich 
segments in the country.

“1 don’t see pre-payment 
c  v l i i cd i-iy  ii.d v iu g  vViuv 
application in the rural areas 
because it is expensive 
compared with the normal 
credit reading meter. ?or the 
user with very low electricity 
consum ption, it is not 
economical to give him a 
prepayment meter because 
the cost of that meter may be 
more than his two years

consumption.”
Makoju who how; 

stressed factor} 
commercial houses n 
necessarily used 
prepayment meters e\pl.. 
that the old billing systeir 
not be entirely phased on 
it will be operated side b\ 
with the prepayment sys 

He further stressed 
PHCN is determined to b 
on stream, 17 new p. 
stations of 6,000mw b> 
year.________________

onsolidated Risk 
Insurers Limited 
(CRI) says it will 

adopt all known 
consolidation mix to attain the 
February 2007 deadline for re­
capitalisation by insurance 
firms.

CRI vice-chairman and 
chief executive officer, Eddie 
Efekoha made this known in 
Lagos during a chat with 
correspondents on the 
company’s agenda towards 
meeting the mandatory re­
capitalisation for operating 
underwriting firms.

He explained that the 
company board of directors 
met and endorsed that “the 
capitalisation will take the 
form of private placement and 
initial public offers (IPOs) we 
are going to bring all of these 
mix together. We are not 
going one way. We are going 
to use these mix and I must 
say that our private 
placement is ongoing. In all

From Abdulwahab Isa,
usiness Correspondent Lagos]

our existing customers. We 
will be talking to private 
investors, and we will equally 
be talking to public sector that 
is government. Again, we will 
be talking to outside 
community. Bear in mind that 
at CIR, we have set out to look 
at business beyond local 
setting. Right from the world 
go we have foreign investors 
and expatriates. We are 
tapping into that because it 
is an advantage to us” he said 
w hile unfolding CIR 
strategies towards meeting 
the maximum capitalisation 
for insurance.

He commended
government initiative to jerk 
up authorised share capital of 
underwriting firms, adding 
CRI was not caught unaware 
because it was already 
operating on N1 billion 
authorised capital before 
federal governm ent

of these, we will be talking to announcement last year.

FCMB opens branchjt Onabanjo University
T he First City 

Monument Bank 
(FCMB) has opened 

another branch inOgun State. 
The branch which is in line 
with its university project is 
located inside the Olabisi 
Onabanjo University Ogun 
State,

Speaking Friday at the 
occasion, the ma 
director of the bank, I 
Balogun stated tl 
branch was to enable 
the younger 
readiness for 
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Exciting Opportunities in 
Financial Advisory Services 

(Abuja)

Our client is a boutique financial advisory services 
consultancy se t up to serve clients in both the  private 

and public sectors, in Abuja.

As a prerequisite, all th e  positions listed require a 
good first degree {minimum 2:1 - second class 

upper), with relevant professional qualifications A 
postgraduate degree in business administration, 

finance, or accounting will be an added advantage

Fund Manager/ Financial Advisory Officer
You have between 3 to 4 years experience selling 
financial products and services to clients for investment 
purposes.'You tvave experience developing and dei-verin-i 
presentations to -clients.

Internal Control Officer/Accountant
You are a quaiified chartered accountant, with exper enci 
directing and coordinating activities concerned with 
buying or selling: investment products and financial 
services. You are also proficient in the use of relevant 
accounting software.

D ealer
you are a gualjfied with between 3 to 4 years'

’£ok-j}6aU{icafton experience dealing mi the floor oi tne

inw H i
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Cartoon: Denmark loses £50m over boycott
anish-Swedish dairy 

I giant Aria Foods said 
yesterday that the 

ongoing boycott of Danish 
products in the Middle East 
has so far cost it between 
£40mand£50m.

As the M uslim world 
refuses to buy Danish goods 
in protest over cartoons pub­
lished in a Danish newspaper, 
Aria is losing £lm  a day.

Aria has also had to send 
home 170 employees across 
Denmark due to the impact of 
the reduced sales.

The offending cartoons 
featured caricatures o f the 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). 
They were first published last 
September in Danish newspa­
per Jyllands-Posten.

The row erupted over the 
last week when the cartoons 
were republished in a number 
of other European newspa­
pers.

It is blasphemous in Islam 
to have pictures or drawings 
depicting the image o f 
prophet Muhammad (SAW).

Even though jyllands-

Posten has apologised for 
any offence caused (but not 
for publishing the cartoon), 
sales o f Danish products 
have ground to a halt across 
the Middle East.

Denmark’s Prime Minister 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen has 
also tried to diffuse the crisis, 
having met with 76 foreign 
diplomats, including some 
from M uslim  countries, 
though he made clear that the 
government could not apolo­
gise on behalf of the newspa­
per.

Oslo habour, where you can spend a fortune in just a day

In  Today \  world, the need fo r  effective management o f  
resources is increasingly becoming necessary. On a 
personal level, propper management o f  resources can go 
a long way in improving your economic conditions. Here 
are a few  tips to help you manage your finances

Save more money ages and fund companies will
Trying to save by cut- allow you to set up automatic

ting discretionaiy ex- monthly cash transfers into a

How to avoid financial crisis

daily lattes, for ex- 
or meals out — re­

quires the kind o f joyless dis­
it few of us can sus­

tain long enough to make a 
Terence.
The real trick to saving

(or lack thereof) out of the 
equation: Automate the proc-

Don’t let anxiety about
choosing from the sometimes 
intimidating number o f in­
vestment options keep you 

signing up. Check out 
Resolution No. 2 for simple 
ways to put together the right 
mix of investments. You can 
always change your selec­
tions later.

Get all of the match 
Elect initially to contrib­

ute at least as much as your 
company requires to get the 
lull employer match, which is 
usually between 3% and 6% 
o f  your salary.

Look beyond retirement 
You can apply the same 

principles of automated sav­
ings to other goals, such as 
building an emergency fund

designated savings or invest­
ment account.

Match the vehicle to the 
goal for your emergency 
fund, use a safe, liquid vehi­
cle like an online bank or a 
m oney-m arket fund. For 
mediumterm goals, look at 
short-term bond funds. To see 
how long it will take for your 
collective savings to hit seven 
figures, check out the Million­
aire calculator.

Invest smarter 
The critical determ inant of 

how well your portfolio per­
forms over time is not the spe­
cific stockS or funds you pick; 
study after study shows that 
it’s your mix o f stocks, bonds 
and cash. The good news: 
Getting the right mix is not 
rocket science.

Lay the groundwork 
First ask yourself these 

questions:
How fa r  away is the  

goal?
Over the long run, stocks 

will probably be your biggest 
winners (13 percent average 
annual returns over the past 
20 years vs. 9 percent for 
bonds). But they’re Riskier in 

•*he" short fuiv,(biggest qne?

money, the less you should 
hold in stocks.

How much risk can I  
handle?

Conversely, bumping up 
the percentage you hold in 
fixed income investments will 
smooth out short-term ups 
and downs, at the cost o f 
lower returns over time. 

Apply the rules 
The sim plest way to 

divvy up your assets: Use 
index funds, like Vanguard’s 
Total Stock Market Index and 
Total Bond Market Index, that 
trade a particular investment 
category.

Or choose a life-cycle 
fund, which m aintains a 
stock/bond mix based on a 
time horizon and adjusts as 
your target date gets closer. 

Take it further 
To reduce risk and boost 

returns, diversify within asset

or saving; up for your kids’ t
tuition, ,,, t , v-a;i , yoar,decline^22pcr<?£m v*.3,f 

Automate everything j  Jp p ijen t for, bonds,,. J h ^  v 
Most major banks, broker- '“ sooner you’ll iieed  the

In the stock portion of 
your portfolio, you might di­
vide your money among 
funds that invest in big, small 
and foreign companies.

For help with this, use an 
online asset allocation calcu­
lator.

Get out of debt 
By Janet Paskin,
Getting out of debt, says 

behavioral economist Meir 
Statman, “is the financial 
equivalent of trying to quit 
smoking.”

Good intentions, alone 
anea’t enough. To kick either 
feajMt, you need to break youi ! 
upderiying , pa^e^ns o f < 
behavior.

What we have done is 
expressed our deepest sym­
pathy with the Muslim world 
and Muslim people who feel 
insulted by these pictures, but 
that doesn’t seem to have 
helped said Aria spokesman 
Louis Honore

Honore told the BBC that 
the company was both “sad­
dened and very depressed” 
by the ongoing situation.

“We have built up our 
business in the Middle East

countries for 40 years, and 
have had production in Saudi 
Arabia for 20 years,” he said.

“And then within five 
days or so this is all in ruins.” 

Mr Honore added that the 
company was trying to ex­
plain that it was innocently 
“caught in the middle”, but 
that it was “very difficult for 
us to get [this] through”.

“We have put full size ad­
vertisements in the major 
Saudi newspapers, showing

Oslo becomes world’s 
most expensive city

A fter 14 years as the 
world’s most expen 
sive city, Tokyo has 

been knocked off its top spot 
- by Oslo.

The dubious honour to 
the Norwegian capital was 
awarded by the Economist In­
telligence Unit, which com­
pared the cost of living in 130 
cities.

Fellow Nordic city, Rey­
kjavik, in Iceland, jumped to 
third place, and Japan’s sec­
ond city, Osaka, was fourth.

And the cheapest place 
to spend hard earned cash? 
Tehran - which was the most 
expensive city 14 years ago.

Apart from the Japanese 
entries all of the top 10 on the

survey were in Europe.
The EIU said the result 

“highlights a much wider in­
crease in the relative cost of 
living across Europe”.

10 MOST 
EXPENSIVE CITIES
1 st - Oslo, Norway 
2nd - Tokyo, Japan 
3rd - Reykjavik, Iceland 
4th - Osaka, Japan 
4th Paris, France 
f>th - Copenhagen, Denmark 
7th - London, UK 
Sth - Zurich, Switzerland 
?th - Geneva, Switzerland 
10th - Helsinki, Finland

the official Danish line on Is 
lam, but that hasn’t helped 
either.”

Protests against the of­
fending cartoons are continu­
ing across the Muslim world.

Iraqi, Egyptian and Pales­
tinian Islamic groups have 
called for demonstrations as 
M uslims attend Fridav 
prayers*, while protests have 
also broken out in Indonesia, 
the world’s most populous 
Muslim country.

However in a bid to coun­
ter the effects of poor sales in 
the middle east, conservative 
websites and bloggers arc 
promoting a “buy Danish' 
campaign, in an effort to 
counteract the effect o f a 
Muslim boycott of,products 
made in Denmark

Calls for Americans to 
“buy Danish” have been ap­
pearing on a growing number 
of websites.

“Help Aria Foods surv ive 
this unconscionable bullying 
and intimidation, and help the 
free world protect the princi­
ple of freedom of speech," 
urged Robert Spencer on 
Dhimmi Watch. “Please bu\ 
as many of their products as 
you possibly can.” Paul 
Belien at The Brussels Jour­
nal said Muslim consumers 
had the right to boycoti 
whomever they want.

National Institute for Pharmaceutical Research and Development (NIPRD) 
and United States Government/National Institute of Health (NIH)

Post-Graduate Fellowship Opportunity
The NIPRD/NIH Scholars Program hereby calls for applications from highly qualified and motivated 
candidates to enter into a post-graduate fellowship program leading to a Ph.D. degree in the area of 
Natural Products Chemistry.

NIPRD/NIH SCHOLARS PROGRAM:
WHO: Successful candidates will have a B.Sc. in Chemistry (1st or 2nd class (upper division) 
degree) and a M.Sc. (Chemistry, Pharmaceutical Chemistry or Pharmacognosy) with a “Ph.D. 
registerable” average score of 60% or above. Applicant must be willing to engage full-time in the 
Scholars Program.

WHAT: The program will provide tuition, monthly stipend, and research materials for three years 
of formal Ph.D. studies. Research for the Ph.D. thesis will be conducted primarily at the NIPRD 
laboratories in Abuja (Nigerian Institute for Pharmaceutical Research and Development). Research 
will be supervised jointly by visiting professors from both the USA and NIPRD.

WHY: Students aspire to participate in thesis research in support of the joint NIPRD/NIAID 
mission to develop new therapies for the treatment of tuberculosis and to improve the care of 
patients suffering from TB and HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa.

WHERE: Laboratories at NIPRD, Abuja and at a leading University in Nigeria (to be named) with 
the possibility of laboratory experience at NIAID/NIH, Maryland, USA.

WHEN: To commence at the start of the 2006/2007 session.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANT:

• In order to be considered for the Program, please compile:
• A two-page maxinum CV/Bio which should include date and place of birth, educational 

institutions attended, qualifications obtained with dates, work experience with dates, and 
any publications

• A one-page essay describing your interests, past studies and future aspirations
• Photocopy of degree credentials to include the NYSC certificate (originals will be required 

for those interviewed).
• Three letters of support from previous teachers/supervisors (due at interview if shortlisted)
• Contact information (telephone number and e-mail where you can be reached to schedu le 

interview)
• Send application materials to:

Director General of NIPRD 
Post-Graduate Fellowship Program 

P.M.B. 21 Garki, Abuja, Nigeria.

• All applications must be received by February 20th, 2006.

O nl\ those shortlisted  shall he inv ited to A buja for an interview to be conducted  h . 
NIPRD and M il.  The interview will take place the first week in M arch 20(16. No o ther 

correspondence with tf.e applican ts shall take place.
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT A S A T  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006

No of Deals Quotation(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares
ADSWITCH PLC. l 1.36 6,760 9,193.60
cim x PLC 2 2.73 9,180 25,521.20
JUUPLC 3 0.52 745 387.40
Sector Totals 6 16,685 35,102.20
AG RICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 14 16.80 239,980 4,092,356.00
PRESCO PLC. 9 11.05 168,500 1,852,325.00

Sector Totals 23 408,480 5,944,681.00
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 21 2.68 147,845 383,306.36
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC. 19 5.42 322,536 ' 1,748,855.12
Sector Totals 40 470,381 2,132,161.48
BANKING
ACCESS BANK PLC 147 2.79 5,258,057 14,510,469.36
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 18 9.10 109,217 993,874.70
DIAMOND BANK PLC 1 7.75 20,000 155,000.00
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 1 2.26 2,500 5,650.00
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 5 5.11 161,500 825,265.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 2 2.93 1,039,395 3,045,427.35
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 542 33.00 3,576,849 119,490,975.73
GTBANK PLC. 269 13.30 3,804,798 50,968,458.03
INVESTMENT BANKING 8 4.57 338,500 1,546,945.00
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 2 0.84 72,004 60,483.36
INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 1.81 3,182 5,759.42
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 141 9.30 6,881,910 63,037,237.10
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 2 1.40 2,500 3,500.00
NAL BANK PLC. 3 2.80 254,205 711,774.00
OCEANIC BANK PLC 94 5.62 18,190,953 103,318,276.86
OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC 1 1.91 1,566 2,991.06
PLATINUM BANK PLC 2 2.60 100,000 260,000.00
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 95 12.20 548,466 6,621,482.10
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 100 25.48 1,714,715 43,690,938.20
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC 2 0.63 100,000 63,000.00
WEMA BANK PLC. 9 3.74 77,398 289,468.52
ZENITH BANK PLC 41 19.64 153,871 3,022,026.44
Sector Totals 1,486 42,411,586 412,629,002.23
BREWERIES t
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. 1 1.94 25,000 48,500.00
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 104 99.05 1,151,949 116,193,157.47
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 335 37.00 2,096,927 76,551,480.16
Sector Totals 440 3,273,876 192,793,137.63
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 66 34.00 125,774 4,257,581.08
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC. 1 6.50 5,660 36,790.00
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 18 7.00 250,586 1,757,894.42
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 146 17.80 5,277,095 94,670,721.25
Sector Totals 231 5,659,115 100,722,986.75
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 10 3.75 95,842 351,604.46
CAP PLC. 7 8.50 145,427 1,290,185.22
D. N. MEYER PLC. 6 3.39 21,033 71,301.87
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 8 4.21 139,950 597,285.00

Sector Totals 31 402,252 2,310,376.55
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 3 1.45 20,266 29,385.70
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC. 1 0.41 5,600 2,296.00

Sector Totals 4 25,866 31,681.70
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 13 1.15 96,042 109,196.20
C F A O NIGERIA PLC. 2 3.40 1,536 5,222.40
CHELLARAMS PLC. 1 0.83 268 222.44
JOHN HOLT PLC. 2 1.53 21,900 34,221.00
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 63 16.20 181,962 2,947,784.40
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC. 81 16.00 548,116 8,779,865.68
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 118 20.25 329,101 6,703,823.31
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 5 0.76 50,703 38,534.28
Sector Totals 285 1,229,628 18,618,869.71
CONSTRUCTION
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 1 22.15 1,000 22,150.00
Sector Totals 1 1,000 22,150.00
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 31 26.15 34,992 913,644.05
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 112 66.06 447,213 29,353,359.80
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 50 25.25 83,471 2,105,732.27
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 39 62.30 58,291 3,567,599.19
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 41 190.02 47,744 9,083,022.62

j NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 6 16.05 12,616 203,359.00
Sector Totals 279 684,327 45,226,716.93
FOOTWEAR
LENNARDS (NIGERIA) PLC. 6 0.63 1,600 1,008.00

Sector Totals 6 1,600 1,008.00
HEALTHCARE
EKOCORP PLC. 1 0.82 500 410.00
EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 6 2.57 37,525 96,319.25
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 34 10.26 316,697 3,190,083.90
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 1 5.36 2,000 10,720.00
MORI SON INDUSTRIES PLC. 1 0.84 2,000 1,680.00
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 3 3.23 33,710 108,883.30
PHARMA-DEKO PLC. 2 4.55 730 3,321.50

Sector Totals 48 393,162 3,411,417.95
HOTEL & TOURISM

I TOURIST COMPANY OF NIGERIA PLC 2 3.80 400 1,520.00
I Sector Totals 2 400 1,520.00
j INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
I ALUMACOPLC. 3 1.08 15,000 16,200.00
i B O.C. GASES PLC 7 2.77 81,000 225,790.00
I FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 2 0.70 55,000 38,650.00
i VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 58 4.90 685,989 3,368,663.69
\ VONO PRODUCTS PLC, 1 1.14 5,200 5,928.00
! Sector Totals 71 842,189 3,655,231.69
! INSURANCE
i ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 2 0.69 120,000 82,800.00

AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 3 2.39 50,665 121,089.35
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 21 1.39 746,500 1,049,206.20
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 10 1.68 239,256 384,855.24
GREAT NIGERIA INSURANCE PLC 1 1.38 500 690.00
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 8 1.02 95,410 94,617.30
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC 1 0.79 500 395.00
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. 1 0.58 10,000 5,800.00
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 9 2.76 111,235 319,262.60
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 8 2.30 180,500 403,581.86
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 4 2.90 132,008 385,223.20
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 5 1.29 41,800 53,922.00
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 12 1.30 707,631 919,620.30
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 8 3.30 71,461 228,788.00
Sector Totals *3 2,507,46* 4,049,051.05
MANAGED FUNDS
C *  I LEASING PLC 4 1.16 45,991 54,249.56
Sector Totals 4 45,991 54,249.56
MARITIME
JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 16 1.80 523,000 969,905.00
Sector Totals 16 523,000 969,905.00

j PACKAGING •
j NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 1 1.45 5,000 7,250.00
Sector Totals 1 5,000 7,250.00

I PKTROI.KUM(MARKETINC)
25,893,647.90AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. » 69 43.50 601,279

CONOIL PLC 44 90.00 21,835 1,950,096.59
ETERNA OIL *  GAS PLC. 21 2.45 527,059 1,286,720.59
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 27 158.01 42,092 6,717,225.30
OANDO PLC 159 90.50 263,570 23,751,452.36
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 26 110.01 14,431 1,600,476.70

j TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 33 182.00 29,520 5,374,435.00
Sector Totals 379 1,499,786 66,574,054.44

! PRINTING & PUBLISHING
! LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC. 5 3.18 10,600 34,508.00
! UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC. 4 1.57 23,604 37,058.28
i Sector Totals 9 34,204 71,566.28
REAL ESTATE

j UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 20 9.30 149,235 1,388,032.70
I Sector Totals 20 149,235 1388,032.70
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1,039,395.00 3,045,427.35 2
1,151,949.00 116,193,157.47 104

1,714,715.00 43,690,938.20 100
2,096,927.00 76,551,480.16 335

3,576,849.00 119.490,975.73 542
3,804,798.00 50,968,458.03 269

5,258,057.00 14,510,469.36 147

5,277,095.00 94,670,721.25 146
6,881,910.00 63,037,237.10 141

18,190,953.00 103,318,276.86 94

LASTCLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHANGE

60.65 62.30 + 1.65
88.50 90.00 + 1.50
65.00 66.06 +1.06

36.00 37.00 +1.00
90.00 90.50 +0.50

33.56 34.00 +0.44

9.90 10.26 +0.36
17.50 17.80 +0.30
25.01 25.25 +0.24
11.99 12.20 +0.21

YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHANGf

TOTAL
AP
CAP
RTBRISCOE

160.10 158.01 -2.09
33.52 33.00 -0.52

182.50 182.00 -0.50
43.90 43.50 -0.40

8.86 8.50 -0.36

5.70 5.42 -0.28

16 25 16.05 -0.20
17.00 16.80 -0.20
S.81 5.62 ■0.19
3.34 3.18 -0.16
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Oil price increases on 
Iran concerns

O il prices rose yesterday after Iran ended all voluntary 
cooperation with the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency, 
saying it would start uranium enrichment and bar 

surprise inspections of its facilities.
Traders fear the dispute between the United Nations and 

Iran could disrupt supplies from OPEC’s second-largest oil 
producer.

Light, sweet crude for March delivery on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange rose 62 cents to $65.99 a barrel in electronic 
trading by midday in Europe. But that was off its high for the 
day of $66.62 a barrel.

Brent crude for March rose 57 cents to $63.96 a barrel on 
London’s ICE Futures exchange.

Nymex heating oil advanced nearly 2 cents to $1.7996 a 
gallon, while gasoline fell less than half a cent to $1.6780 a 
gallon. Natural gas gained 9 cents to $8,700 per 1,000 cubic feet

Iran’s announcement Sunday came after the International 
Atomic Energy Agency reported tlje nation to the U.N 
Security Council over its nuclear program. Iran insists it only 
wants to generate electricity, but the United States and some of 
its allies contend Tehran is trying to build a weapon.

The Islamic republic left the door open for further 
negotiations over its nuclear program and, in an apparent 
softening of its position, said it was willing to discuss Moscow’s 
proposal to shift large-scale enrichment operations to Russian 
territory in an effort to allay suspicions.

An Iranian official at the IAEA meeting in Vienna, Austria, 
had said that proposal was “dead.” The comment was made 
after the IAEA’s 35-nation board of governors voted to report 
Iran to the council, which has the power to impose economic 
and political sanctions.

Dominic Bryant, an analyst at BNP Paribas, said that while 
Iran’s referral was widely expected, it is still a significant 
milestone in the dispute, which will be protracted.

Despite relative high stocks of crude and oil products in the 
U.S., concerns about Iran reducing exports — either voluntarily 
or because of any sanctions imposed — are supporting the 
market, said Sucden Commodity brokers.

Worries over supplies from Iraq and Nigeria persist as 
well. Insurgents have targeted oil installations in northern Iraq 
in efforts to cripple the country’s infrastructure. Nigeria’s exports 
have beert reduced because bf-ftfcent Violeftc'fi g a in s t Oil 
(SbrApanieS. Ins&rgfents tflo&ri'bp pipelines and have taken 
bil'worfctei^ hbsfegy'ovef thfe i?asYtflonths.,r ‘ ' ” ' y ’ .
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A C C Kef Chairman, Ernest Ndukwe (left) and Minister o f Solid Minerals, Obi Ezekwesili, during the second business roundtable with the government o f Ladies holding various cell phon >• at a commercial GSM centre 
Nigeria, held in Abuja

W hen the G lobal 
Satellite Mobile 
(GSM) system of 

! telecommunications was in­
tro d u ced  in the co u n try  
some five years ago, hopes 
and expectations were high 
amongst Nigerians, that the 
days o f making phone calls 
with tears would soon be 

| over. Today, however, five 
years after the service was 
launched  in the country , 
calls here still remain one of 
the most expensive in the 
world.

The four GSM com pa­
nies operating in the coun­
try namely: MTN Nigeria, V- 
M ob ile , M -tel and 
Globacom, have repeatedly 
blamed poor infrastructure, 
especially epileptic power 
supply, as being responsible 
for the abnorm al cost o f 
making phone calls in the 
country. They have consist­
ently argued that they spend 
huge sums of money fuelling 
the g en e ra tin g  sets th a t 
power their base stations,

W ill GSM call ta
By Anas A. Galadima,

Assistant Business Editor

masts etc, and as such have 
to charge high fees, in order 
for them to recover costs 
and make profits.

In the few years which 
GSM has been in operation 
in N igeria , the operators 
have engaged various forms 
o f media, ranging from ad­
vertisements to public rela­
tions, all in a bid to woo cus­
tom ers to patron ise their 
services. The result of the 
multi billion naira media ef­
fort that has been done in the 
last five years, is that more 
people have embraced the 
service. The number o f GSM 
subscribers in Nigeria has 
risen in the last five years 
from zero to 19 million, thus 
making the coun try ’s te l­

ecommunications industry, 
the second fastest growing 
in the world market, second 
only to China.

Billions of dollars have in 
the past few years found 
their way into the economy, 
in what is popularly called 
Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI).

The nations telecommu­
nications industry is argu­
ably the most profitable sec­
tor after the oil and gas in­
dustry. Statistics available 
show that the GSM compa­
nies, even though they paid 
$285 million to obtain their 
licences in 2001, were able 
to recoup their money in a 
period of two years.

Upon inception, the com­
panies had explained that 
the huge costs o f  making 
calls were directly attributed

to the high fees paid for li­
cences, with a promise that 
in a five year period Nigeri­
ans would be able to make 
phone ca lls  at very  low 
rates. But today five years 
later, that dream is still yet 
to come true.

Last week, the Economist 
Conferences Second Busi­
ness R oundtable with the 
government ofN igeria, was 
held in Abuja. The theme of 
this year’s conference was 
“Planning for sustainable 
and profitable growth”. The 
conference was sponsored 
by B ritish  A m erican To­
bacco (BAT), MTN Nigeria, 
Telkom o f South Africa and 
C isco r System . A m ongst 
others, the achievement re­
corded in the nation’s te l­
ecomm unications industry 
within the last five years

But with Nigeria tending towards a free  market economy, the like­
lihood o f  regulators controlling prices is very unlikely. However, 
Chinyere, like Mlengana and Adewale, thinks that i f  more opera­
tors are brought into the industry, things may change fo r  good. 
She also cautions that the government should not only concen­
trate on economic growth, as indicated by indices o f  growth. “Eco­
nomic growth should also be looked at from  the poin t o f  view o f  
consumers. However, have they been able to meet their needs? 
This is important because some big companies may ju s t exploit 
the consumers and make them poorer, yet because they have made 
huge profits, the economy would be seen by the government as 
growing, when indeed the poor people are only getting poo,

were highlighted. Cornelius 
Adebayo, M inister o f Com­
m u n ica tio n s  and Engr. 
Ernest Ndukwe, Executive 
Vice Chairman o f the Nige­
rian Communications Com­
mission (NCC) made presen­
tations during the confer­
ence on the state o f the na­
tio n ’s telecom m unications 
industry and the way for­
ward. The progress in the 
country’s telecom m unica­
tions sector, and how to con­
solidate that growth was em­
phasised.

However, it was at the 
press conference organised 
to wrap up events of the con­
ference, that the real issues 
affecting the lives of ordi­
nary users o f GSM services 
were raised.

M ike M lengana, Vice 
president and Group Execu­
tive of Corporate Business 
Development o f Telkom, a 
South African Telecommuni­
cations company, observed 
that while there are claims to 
competition in Nigeria’s tel­
ecommunications sector, the 
true situation o f things is 
that there is no real compe­
tition.

“True com petition will 
push down prices, and intro­
duce other very important 
se rv ic e s , b esid es  vo ice 
calls” he said.

“With due apologies to 
MTN (M T N ’s co rp o ra te  
services executive, Amina 
Oyagbola was seated close 
to him), I think that there has 
not been serious progress, 
in terms of giving the con­
sumer value for his money.”

calls are made in the coun­
try are extra-ordinarilv high, 
adding that more needs to 
be done to ensure that the 
cost o f making calls can be 
reduced  to a re aso n ab le  
p rice . The only  wa> to 
achieve this, he observed, is 
to allow more players into 
the industry.

A lthough he acknow l­
edged that telecommunica­
tions companies in Nigeria 
spend so much on fuel to 
power their generators, he 
still believed that prices are 
still extraordinarily high

Mlengana is not the only 
one that shares this idea. 
Raymond Adewale, a partici­
pant at the conference, who 
spoke to Daily Trust, said 
the GSM companies in the 
country have jointly formed 
what he called a "collective 
m onopoly” . According to 
him, “there is a deliberate at­
tem pt by operators n the 
country to deliberately keep 
prices up, so that they can 
make m ega-bucks. If you 
take a look at the situation 
in the industry in Nigeria 
today, you will realise that 
when GSM started  some 
years ago, MTN and Fconet 
(now V-Mobile) weri . harg- 
ing cu sto m ers  so m uch, 
while M-tel brough down 
its rates. If  you recall well, 
w hile the o ther tv, o n e t­
works were charging ound 
N40 to N50 per minute, M- 
tel was charg ing  around 
N20 or thereabouts. But the 
governm ent owned M-tel 
could not sustain  tt, be­
cause when it come-- :o ii
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A service operator watches a customer using a mobile phone

iffs ever come down?
Itors. Sometim es it would 
Ihave to pay more than what 
lit is charging customers. So 
■ th is a rran g em en t d id n ’t 
|  work.

Mr. Adewale noted that 
Ifor the call tariffs to come 
Idown sign ifican tly , there 
Ihave to be more players in 
[the industry, who also have 
[the financial might to com- 
Ipete with already existing 
|operators.

‘By the time you have up 
Ito eight or nine strong GSM 
Ifirms in the system, prices 
[would crash, and the qual­
i t y  o f services would im ­
p ro v e , because consumers 
[could easily switch over to 
[ano ther netw ork , i f  they 
[don 't get good offers and 
|services,” he said.

Next week, the exclusive 
[licensing regime will make 
[an entry into the telecommu- 
|n ic a tio n s  sec to r o f  the 
[economy. Both operators of 
|GSM and fixed wireless serv­
ic e s  would now have the free 
■will to offer either of the two 
|services, amongst others.

Adewale is optim istic 
■that when the new regime 
Itakes effect, “the small fixed 
■wireless companies would 
[likely get foreign investors 
Ithat would put more money 
|in  their businesses, to en- 

ible them expand their op­
erations to include GSM 

[services. So instead o f just 
jroviding fixed wireless and 
"Dmet services, they can 

bow move into GSM, and 
Isome of them may even seek 
[to become national carriers. 
That is the only way to fur-

value for money spent.”
“Currently,” he contin­

ued, “ the few com panies 
that operate in the system 
only exploit customers, be­
cause com petition  is not 
strong. All they do is make 
billions on a monthly basis, 
and at the end o f the year 
they ju st organise a sales 
promo, just to give out a few 
millions to some lucky cus­
tomers. This is not the way 
to reward customers. True 
reward for customers would 
spread across all users of 
the services, and this can 
only be in the form of rea­
sonable call rates.”

In his p residential ad ­
dress about the future of Ni­
geria’s economy, President 
O lusegun  O basanjo  who 
said at the conference that 
Nigeria offers about 35 per­
cent returns on investments, 
as against between 10 to 15 
percent, obtainable in Eu­
rope, and other parts of the 
world.

With the rate of returns 
on investment in the coun­
try, an investor could make 
his money in roughly two 
years. But'this high rate of 
returns does not come, with­
out som eone som ew here 
paying too much for a prod­
uct or service.

Richard Hodgson. Man­
aging D irector o f British 
Am erican Tobacco ( BAT) 
who also spoke at the press 
b riefing  rounding up the 
conference, said a lot of the 
in te rn a tio n a l rep o rts  by 
world bodies on Nigeria are 
negative. These negative re-

quently, foreign investors 
are scared away.

The outcome is that the 
few investors that would 
then take that “risk” to in­
vest in Nigeria, would then 
have an opportunity to make 
so much profit.

He gave an example of his 
com pany w hich v irtually  
has no serious competitor, 
and is cu rren tly  m aking 
good money. “The risks may 
be perceived as being very 
high, but the rew ards are 
extremely higher,” he noted.

W hile the con ference  
discussed various economic 
issues in the country at the 
macro level, and the gains 
that foreign investors could 
make by investing in the 
country, little reference was 
made in terms of the impact

of such investments on the 
lives of consumers.

The Economist Confer­
ences is a division o f the 
Economist intelligence unit. 
It is a leading provider of in­
ternational fora for senior 
ex ecu tiv es  seek in g  new 
insights into strategic is­
sues. This perhaps explains 
why the conference made 
little reference to benefits 
derivable to consumers.

Chinyere Nicholas, who 
operates a commercial phone 
call centre outside the Wuse 
Modern Market, said a lot of 
the money made goes to the 
telecommunications compa­
nies. “I just do this to sus­
tain  m yself, but there is 
n o th in g  s ig n if ic a n t th a t 
flows out of it. All the money 
we make goes back to the

GSM companies. You have 
to buy a booster card at the 
end of the month, and you 
have to recharge the phone 
everyday. At the end o f it I 
don’t make much, because 
the rates are high. And if 
you decide to raise your own 
rates, customers would run 
away.”

Chinyere believes that 
the regulators of the indus­
try should compel the opera­
tors to b ring  down th e ir 
rates, that there should be a 
price control mechanism, to 
ensure that users of mobile 
phone se rv ices  are not 
charged too much.

But with Nigeria tending 
tow ards a free m arket 
economy, the likelihood of 
regulators controlling prices 
is very unlikely. However,

Chinyere, like Mlengana and 
Adewale, thinks that if more 
operators are brought into 
the industry , th ings may 
change for good. She also 
cautions that the govern­
ment should not only «. n- 
c e n tra te  on econom ic] 
growth, as indicated b> n- 
dices o f growth. “Economic 
grow th  shou ld  also  be 
looked at from the point of 
view o f consumers How­
ever, have they been abk' to 
meet their needs? This m- 
portant because some big 
companies may just exploit 
the consum ers and make 
them poorer, yet because 
they have made huge prof­
its, the economy would be 
seen by the government as 
growing, when indeed the 
poor people are only getting 
poorer.”

Mike Mlengana, Vice president and Group Executive o f  Corporate 
Business Development o f Telkom, a South African Telecommunica­
tions company, observed that while there are claims to competition 
in Nigeria’s telecommunications sector, the true situation o f things 
is that there is no real competition. “True competition will push down 
prices, and introduce other very important services, besides voice 
calls” he said. “With due apologies to MTN (MTN’s corporate serv­
ices executive, Amina Oyagbola was seated close to him), I  think 
that there has not been serious progress, in terms o f giving the con­
sumer value for his money. ” Mlengana observed that the rates at 
which phone calls are made in the country are extra-ordinarily high, 
adding that more needs to be done to ensure that the cost o f making 
calls can be reduced to a reasonable price. The only way to achieve

low more players into the industry.
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BAUCHI STATE GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
LEISURE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

YANKARI RESORT & SAFARI PROJECT 
CALL FOR STAGE ONE TENDER 

(prequalification of Bidders)
The aim of the project is to transform the Yankari Games Reserve into a 
tourist attraction of international standard renowed for its emphasis on 
the environment, culture and community that symbolise co-existence of 
man and nature which will serve as a benchmark for ecotourism 
developments in Nigeria and Africa as a whole.

The project is an environmentally friendly and value for Multi-Billion 
Naira development that is top quality and must be completed in the 
shortest possible time, it must also be compatible with economics, safety 
to man and animal, avoidance of disputes between all stakeholders, and 

i empowering the local community.

The project is in Two Phases, and the 151 Phase involves the construction 
j of the Yankari Resort & Safari Complex at Wikki Camp (115km from 

Bauchi). The complex has been designed and is to be made up of the 
following:

I 1.

7  2 .
3.
4.

5.

7.

8.

10.

Accommodation (luxury suites, studio suites, deluxe suites, 
chalets, corporate villas, royal villas and presidential villa), 
Nature village (theme park, cultural park, cinema, retail shops), 
Conference Centre,
Renovation of Wikki Spring (spring water swim, beach sports, 
changing rooms, fast foods cafes, cableway/car),
Support facilities (clinics, petrol station, workshops, security 
posts, staff area, fire service station, incinerator),
Leisure and Entertainment Centre (sports complex, spirit of 
Africa spa, swimming pools, restaurants and cafes), 
Edu-tainment Centre (museum, library, students hostel, meeting/ 
teaching rooms),
Research and Conservation Centre (laboratories, classrooms,

» •
offices),
Safari park (Wikki camp post game viewing tracks, wildlife & 
conservation, water holes, bird hides, bush camps), 
Infrastructure (access highway road (42km), estate roads, 
footpaths, walkways, surface & foul drains, power distribution, 
sewage treatment plant, IT networking, water supply & distribution, 
Wikki camp fence, Wikki camp gatehouse).

To execute Phase 1, a blend of the Traditional Procurement System and 
the Construction Management Procurement System using the Two-Stage. 
Tendering process has been selected. This is to ensure that equal 
opportunity to all interested parties is given and help achieve 
internationally recognised quality standards at affordable cost.

•

As part o f the tendering process therefore, this is to invite contractors, 
package contractors, subcontractors and suppliers to submit a 
Prequalification bid as part of the First-Stage tendering process.

A Construction Management Contractors
B Traditional Main Contractors
C Package Contractors

a) Highway Construction
b) Infrastructure-Ground works (Civil & Building)
c) Building Construction
d) Mechanical Services
e) Electrical Services
f) Telecommunication
g) Landscaping
h) Waste Management
i) Conservation
j) Interior Decorators

D Suppliers
E Special Service Providers

The tender submissions must clearly state which category (bidders are 
allowed to submit for any one or two or all of the categories) and outline 
the following quality criteria:

- Introductory letter 5%
- Letter from the contractor’s bank 10%
- Company profile including financial standing 20%
- Project organisation 15%
- Key project personnel 30%
- Current and Past projects execution 20%

The invijajjbji to subm it^  to be ip thf ^!|<5y^ig'c^egprie§:
I l i t - f t  TT,. 'J L  lyo*> j '‘A  'Jli JI> 31 % I -  f i i ' j O L T l  ^  10 ’>5 dli ’ffj

'jl 1 .n k .-r << s. lt iii -jt .'W gtm

Vi 

j  .if,:

This would form the basis for selection to bid in the Second Stage using 
detailed bill o f quantities price (i.e. issue of the Invitation to Tender- ITT). 
The established quality threshold to be achieved by tenders before price is 
considered is 60%.

The quality score of the successful CM or Main contractors, Package 
contractors and Suppliers would be used as part o f selection process for 
the second stage (ITT).

Please submit your Stage-one tenders by Courier to the following address: 

The Chairman,
Bauchi State Tourism Development Committee,
Yankari Resort and Safari Project Office,
Yakubu Bauchi Road,
Bauchi.

The submission closing date is 10 days from date of publication.

Tf ) , r~ r  |  T  - v' i ' i  c i i \  t  c  ^ e  j
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News
Minister identifies women’s 
barriers to nation building
T he Minister of State for 

Health, Chief Helen 
Esuene, has identified 

low social and economic sta­
tus as well as cultural barriers 
as impediments to the partici­
pation of women in the devel­
opment of the country.

Speaking recently on the 
occasion of the 40th anniver­
sary of a non-governmental 
organisation, Pathfinder Inter- 
national in Abuja, C hief 
Esuene lamented the lack of 
access to services and infor­
mation for Nigerian women, 
the consequence of which 
she noted is the women’s in­
ability to participate effec­
tively in decision making in 
the affairs of the country.

According to her, the Fed­
eral Ministry of Health, since 
past three decades, is collabo­
rating with Pathfinder Inter­
national in the area of family 
planning and reproductive 
health. She added that the or­
ganisation had contributed 
immensely in this aspect by 
supporting public, private and 
non-governmental sector in­
stitutions and empowering 
local communities.

“It is on record that it was 
Pathfinder that provided fi­
nancial support to establish 
the Planned Parenthood Fed­
eration ofNigeria (PPFN) in 
1965.” She disclosed further

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Senior Reporter

that it also conducted the first 
ever training of family plan­
ning coordinators for the Fed­
eral Ministry of Health that 
resulted in the improvement 
of healthcare delivery in the 
country.

While applauding the or­
ganisation for its contribu­
tions to the provision of safe 
and effective family planning 
services in the country, Chief 
Esuene charged it to chart a 
new path in specific areas of 
healthcare delivery in the 
country.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the organisation’s country 
representative in Nigeria, 
Mike Egboh, said the Path­
finder International impacts 
are being felt throughout the 
country for its management of 
reproductive health projects.

According to him, the or­
ganisation focuses on em­
powering local communities, 
particularly the Muslim domi­
nated North and Niger Delta 
regions of the country, add­
ing that Pathfinder had devel­
oped expertise in designing 
outreach and advocacy 
projects that enhance access 
to family planning and repro­
ductive health services.

Legal Aids Council, 
NO A collaborate on 

human rights
The Legal Aids Council 

of Nigeria and the Na 
tional O rientation 

Agency (NOA) have estab­
lished a framework for part­
nership for the monitoring of 
human rights situation in Ni­
geria.

The two organizations are 
also collaborating alongside 
other stakeholders to ensure 
the success o f the newly 
launched Police-Duty-Solici- 
tors’ Scheme with which the 
Legal Aids Council intends to 
use to render free legal advice 
to the less privileged.

The director-general of the 
council, Mrs. Uju Aisha 

'Hassan-Baba, said at a meet­
ing between the two organi­
zations that the council would 
rely on the agency’s wide- 
reach and grass-roots appeal 
to take the programmes to the 
nooks and crannies o f the 
country.

“We are confident that by 
the virtue of your (NOA’s) 
mandate and because you 
exist practically in every nook 
and cranny o f the country, 
you are very much in touch 
with the grass roots and that 
is what we need.

“If these two programmes 
will succeed, then we need the 
cooperation and support of 
NOA because information 
dissemination is not your 
problem,” she said.

She said that the partner­
ship betwdin'toie>t\fcb ofgani- 

would enhance the

ByAbdullahiM. 
Gulloma, Reporter

mandate of the council by pro­
viding free access to justice 
for the poor and ensure that 
people who have no business 
being in prison never get 
there.

Mrs. H assan-Baba ob­
served that there are people 
and communities that have 
been deprived of their funda­
mental human rights, because 
of the existence of the coun­
cil only at state capitals.

She explained that the Po- 
lice-Duty-Solicitors’ Scheme 
would ensure that the poor 
get lawyers from the point of 
arrest and interrogation, 
which she described as the 
most crucial time when the 
degree of offence committed 
will be known and necessary 
cautions applied.

In his remarks, the acting 
director general of the NOA, 
Dr. Lanre Adebayo, said that 
the role of the council was 
very critical in view of the 
level o f literacy, ignorance 
and poverty in the country, 
adding that the only way the 
downtrodden can gain access 
to justice is through the kind 
of support the council offers.

He said that the foundation 
for progress and national de­
velopment was equity and 
justice, saying that the pro-

Highlights of the occasion 
include awards to personali­
ties who have contributed to 
creating enabling environ­
ment for Pathfinder to thrive 
and a paper on reproductive 
health challenges and oppor­
tunities in Nigeria delivered 
by Prof. O.A. Ladipo, presi­
dent and chief executive of the 
Association for Reproductive 
and Family Health (ARFH).

G ov. Chris Ngige of 
Anambra State has 
called on Nigerian 

professionals to join politics 
to ensure a decent polity in 
the country.

Ngige made the call when 
he appeared on the popular 
NTA network talk show AM  
Express at the weekend.

He said the professionals 
included retired civil serv­
ants, lawyers, engineers, 
medical doctors and other re­
tired professionals.

“I want professionals to 
join politics because it is a 
noble work for people who are

Ngige calls for new  
brand o f politicians
either earning salary or have 
retired,” Ngige said.

He said that politics was 
designed for noble and pro­
fessional people, who are in a 
better position to meet the 
goals and aspirations of the 
citizens.

According to the governor, 
while professionals play poli­
tics in other countries, all 
manners of people join poli­

tics in Nigeria for their selfish 
gains.

He said that he entered into 
politics with the sole aim of 
serving the people, adding 
that he was committed to en­
suring the provision of better 
services to his people.

Ngige, who is a medical 
doctor, also urged politicians 
to always work for their peo­
ple to enjoy the dividends of 
democracy,

Wife o f  the Benue state governor, Mrs Regina Akume (left), presenting copies o f  Braille Bible to the blind and other 
disabled persons at Van dei kya, venue o f  this year’s International Day o f  the less priviledged in the state. Pix: Hir Joseph

R e p s p ic k  O k itip u p a  as b e s t  
p erform in g  L G
T he House of Repre­

sentatives has picked 
Okitipupa local gov­

ernment area of Ondo State 
as the best performing local 
council for the year 2005.

Dr Ahmed Musa Ibeto, the 
chairman of the House Com­
mittee on State and Local 
Governm ent A ffairs, an­
nounced this at the weekend 
in Okitipupa, during the com­
mittee’s inspection of projects 
in the area.

Leading four other mem­
bers of the committee, Ibeto 
explained that Okitipupa was 
selected “after a thorough and 
diligent appraisal o f pro­
grammes and projects em­
barked upon by each of the 
774 local governments in the 
country.”

According to him,

“Okitipupa local government 
council was picked by the 
committee and some National 
Assembly accredited con­
sultants.”

Ibeto com m ended the 
council chairman, Deacon 
Segun Ayerin, “for embarking 
on projects that touch the 
lives of the people.”

The chairman explained 
that “the concern p f the com­
mittee is to ensure that our 
people enjoy the dividends of 
democracy through projects 
executed by the local govern­
ment areas.”

Ibeto said the award was 
aimed at spurring other coun­
cil chairmen “to embark on 
meaningful developmental 
projects.”

Projects inspected by the 
House Committee included 
roads, blocks of classrooms,

hospitals, boreholes, libraries, 
drainages and culverts con­
structed by the local govern­
ment council.

In his remarks, Deacon

Ayerin explained that the 
projects were funded through 
the excess crude oil allocation 
and the thirty per cent de­
ducted monthly by the state 
government from the local 
government allocation from 
the Federation Account.

Two die after taking 
‘love portion’

T \:Iwo persons died while 
two others were hos­
pitalised  after they 

consumed herbal medicine 
prepared by two female herb­
alists at Wagini village in 
Katsina State.

The district head of the vil­
lage, Alhaji Sani Wagini, told 
the British Broadcasting  
Corporation (BBC) Hausa 
Service and monitored in 
Abuja yesterday, that the first 
victims consumed the con-

By Abubakar 
Haruna, Reporter

Ebonyi to spend NllOm on roads
T he Ebonyi State gov 

ernm ent says it is 
spending N llO m  on 

the reconstruction o f forty- 
three roads in the state 
through direct labour.

The Com m issioner fo r , Okori

gestion in the country.
Wor’k-s' andTT/arispbrt 
Paul Okorie, said at the week-

roads were selected from three 
senatorial zones of the state.

“We opted for direct labour 
because it is cheaper, faster, 
qualitative and also serves as 
a source o f employment,” 
Okorid said.

out fifty-five per cent Iff
the money had been released, 
he said, adding that appreci­

able progress had been re­
corded.

According to him, the min­
istry is currently supervising 
thirty-five projects which are 
on contract and at various 
stages of completion, while 

tnfie'-contracts had'been ter­
minated because the contrac- 
tors were unable to perform.

coction for seeking love 
power while others took it to 
have more breast milk.

“Malam Muktar died after 
taking the love portion with a 
beans cake meal while 
Malama Zuwaira also lost her 
life for drinking it to increase 
her breast milk. Two persons 
are now in hospital for taking 
the medicine.”

The brother of one of the 
victims, Malam Yusif, added 
“The late Muktar after taking 
the medicine complained of 
stomach pain and lost his life 
in the hospital.”

Alhaji W agini,who de­
scribed the incidence as pa­
thetic, also cautioned neople 
\ob e catefuf in \akirigrherbat 
medicine that could harm their 
lives.
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Ex-HOS sheds light on 
2003 Lagos guber election
The former head of serv 

ice in Lagos State, Chief 
Rafiu Tinubu, has said 

that the 2003 governorship 
election was rigged in favour 
of the incumbent governor, 
Bola Tinubu.

This is coming barely 24 
hours after President 
Olusegun Obasanjo claimed 
that the Alliance for Democ­
racy in Lagos rigged the 2003 
elections in the state.

In a statement issued on 
Saturday, the lex-head of serv­
ice gave an account of how 
he was allegedly used to in­
fluence the re-election of 
Governor Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu.

Chief Tinubu claimed that 
the governor used the power 
of incumbency on the eve of 
the election to coerce local 
government personnel to rig 
the election in nis favour.

His words: “The governor 
himself senfekretion emissar­
ies at the eve ofthe election 
to all local governments. Due 

>f incumbency, 
nd all

Stories by Olumide 
Bajulaiye, Correspondent 

(Lagos)

me power
he used all the pow

posal, including local govern­
ment personnel to influence 
the election.”

He said he had to cam­
paign vigorously because 
most voters in Lagos were 
disappointed by the gover­
nor’s failure to frilfill his pre­
election promises during his 
first four years in office.

Part of the statement read: 
“Consequent to the specula­
tion and confirmation in some 
quarters that 2003 gubernato­
rial election in Lagos State 
was rigged, I wish to lend cre­
dence to it that the govern­
ment of Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
cannot beat its chest and say 
that the election was not 
rigged.

“I personally mobilized

voters, moved from house to 
house; staff quarters from 
staff quarters to canvass for 
votes in 2003, but people re­
jected Bola Ahmed Tinubu as 
a result of his non-perform­
ance.

“In view of his insensitiv­
ity to the yearnings of resi­
dents, they resolved to vote 
him out, but for the interven­
tion of people like ne, who 
apart from campaig ing from 
house to house sp>.nt all my 
energy and money to supply 
food to each pjlling booth 
throughout the state.

“Bola Ahp.ed Tinubu is 
not a myth. We cannot shy 
away froth the fact that he 
rode through the back of Late 
Bashorun MKO Abiola in 
1999 because of the sympa­
thy residents had for the late 
business-tve oon and politi-

“The P i)! 'is well prepared 
this time ound and will 
never allow him in 2007 to 
steal peopi ■ . mandate. If he 
is sure ofhimself, let him meet 
us at the local government 
election soonest”.

But in a swift reaction on 
Saturday, the state govern­
ment demantled the immedi­
ate arrest and prosecution of 
the ex-head of service by the 
police.

In a statement, the Chief 
Press Secretary to the Gover­
nor, Mr. Kehinde Bamigbetan, 
said Tinubu’s confession was 
the calculated mischief of a 
man who did everything pos­
sible to stay beyond his re­
tirement age.

The statement claimed 
that Tinubu’s grouse was that 
he was disallowed to block the 
career progression of compe-

Tinubu inaugurates 
N563m Ikorodu road
GVJ
rated the

ovemor Bola Tinubu 
rof Lagos State on 
Thursday inaugu- 

the Majidun/Ipakodo 
road in Ikorodu Council area, 
built at N563 million.

The News Agency of Ni­
geria (NAN) reports that the 
2.3 km road, named Oba 
Sekumade road, connects 
about 20 communities. The 
governor, accompanied by 
members of the state Execu-

bv.
: House of Assem- 
vdeyemi Ikuforiji,

drove on the well-paved road 
constructed bv the I^agos 
State M etropolitan Area 
Transport A uthority

20 communities in Ikorodu 
and its environs would ben­
efit from the infrastructure.

He assured Lagosians 
that his administration would 
continue to strive to meet 
their aspirations and needs. 
The Managing Director of 
LAMATA. Dr. Dayo 
Mobereola, had earlier said 
the road was designed to 
serve the interest of motorists 
and pedestrians.

road the fir : >f its kind in Ni­
geria. It is b jilt with the re­
quirements i f both the vehi-

mind te ive them equal 
rights,” he explained.

Mober ■ >la said neces­
sary me&su t i had been taken 
to Compel notorists to re­
spect the right of way o f  pe­
destrians it designated 
crossing p >i its.

“This is a n example of the 
iressed satisfaction many roai afety measures
: than five million we have ini crporated into the

project,” h aid.

He disclosed that owners 
of articulated vehicles and 
tankers would pay tolls to ply 
tit? road for its .maintenance.

Tinubu, who said the road 
cost his administration a for-

in more, than

tent civil servants.
It noted that this bitter­

ness and his inability to pre­
pare him self for the chal­
lenges of retirement, led him 
to advertise an exaggerated 
impression of his relevance in 
the scheme of things to the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
with the hope that the be­
trayal of a government he 
served for over six years could 
be rewarded with patronage 
by the Presidency.

“In that ignoble assign­
ment, the ex-head of service 
was apparently willing to 
criminalize himself as a self­
acclaimed rigger and perpe­
trator of electoral fraud to win 
the confidence of the Presi­
dent and enter the corridor of 
A so Rock. It is. however, 
shocking! that Mr. President 
did not live up to the oath of 
his office by promptly order­
ing the prosecution of this 
self-confessed electoral 
fraudster.”

“Any rational recipient of 
this loose talk would have 
wondered how the ex-head of 
service, who was neither a 
politician nor an official of the 
Independent National Elec- 
toralCommission, could have 
gained access to the polling 
booths and collation centres 
all over the state simultane­

ously to pollute the electoral 
process.

“This criminal grandst­
anding defies logic and 
commonsense and could only 
have resulted from the des­

peration to milk The Presi­
dency by posing as someone 
who could rig the 2007 elec­
tions in Lagos State success­
fully.

“This is the dubious 
qualification that the ex-head 
of service is selling to the 
Presidency. This is the atro­
cious and odious credential 
that the Presidency is ready 
to accept and patronize in the 
hope that the PDP could use 
the services of this self-con- 
fessed rigger to ‘capture’ La­
gos in 2007.

“Let it be stated loud and 
clear that Lagosians will de­
fend their votes with every­
thing at their disposal, If the 
PDP is hallucinating that its 
rigging plans would work in 
2007, let it be warned that it 
would amount to playing with 
fire and brimstone because 
the people of'Lagos know 
what to do to those who seek 
to steal their votes.

“It is not too late for the 
President and his party to em­
brace the norms of civilized 
politics by adopting the meth­
ods of persuasion and imple­
menting pro-people policies 
in. its efforts to seek public 
support. The current agenda 
Of capture will be militantly 
resisted by the courageous 
people of Lagos State at every 
polling booth and in every 
ward in Lagos State.”

Lagos to review 
transport laws

T he Lagos State govem- 
ment has hinted of 
plans to review exist­

ing transport laws in the state 
as part of efforts to tackle the 
chaotic traffic problems in 
Lagos.

Lagos State Deputy Gov­
ernor, Mr. Olufemi Pedro, who 
made this disclosure cited 
World Bank study, and la­
mented that the state loses an 
estimated sum of N42 billion, 
in man hour annually, to the 
chaotic traffic problems.

Pedro said that to address 
the situation, the present ad­
ministration at its inception 
introduced far-reaching poli­
cies and programmes aimed at 
solving the seemingly intrac­
table traffic and tr;ln?f»rtat!on 
problems.

Some of these policies in­
clude the harmonization of 
the various modes of trans­
portation such as functional 
road transport, complemented 
by an efficient ferry and rail 
services.

The objective of the poli­
cies, he stressed, was aimed 
at reducing the number of ve­
hicles on the roads by en­
couraging the use of high ca­
pacity buses that can move

about 200 commuu - at a trip.
Pedro howevei . dinitted 

that “the insamtv on our 
roads is not only ,.. ised by 
lack of necessary int'r 
ture”, but due to miitsciplioe 
among motorists. “It is < 
mon to see motorists < 
traffic rules and regul; 
he said.

He therefore cal led for i 
gent attitudinal change, pub­
lic enlightenment and educa­
tion among the stakeholders.

The deputy go\ emor f 
ther disclosed that the 
government has inm>duceda 
new law, citing motor ve 
and motor spare parts 
ers LawCqp^O of2(W)4to curt) 
the excesses of mo! >r vehi­
cle spare parts de; . rs who 
have converted pv'.estnan 
walkways, road s. hat 
among other o auto 
spare parts sht

The law, he o, .would 
curtail the sale >! >len ve- < j  
hicles and pun. ia of fake 
spare parts as eai or spare 
part dealers w u held re­
sponsible in the ev •: of cars 
registered through hem or 
spare parts as the c; se ma> 
be are found to be stolen or 
fake.

Governor Tinubu o f  Lagos State (right), and Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, Lagos State Commissioner o f  Justice, at a ceremony in Lagos... recently

...seeks French a««ist9nrpTnr T(9oo«
Pix: Oladipi r* Odunewu

»s State governor,
Bola Ahmet nuou,i  i

1 Vhas sought the assist­
ance o f the French govern­
ment to develop and empower 
the youths through the spon­
sorship of various volunteer 
Drogrammes in schools in the 
state.

Tinubu, who spoke while 
receiving the Consul-General 
of the French Embassy in his 
office at the Alausa. said that 
Lagos was interested in ben­
efiting from the wide experi­
ence of the French in youth

development and empower­
ment.

The governor reiterated 
that the state placed much 
emphasis on the well-being 
and proper nurturing of its 
youth because “they consti­
tute a major problem in the 
development of any nation.”

He added that the state 
was also optimistic of attract­
ing more investment from the 
hospitality sector for which- 
the French had gained global 
recognition. Tinubu said the 
successes recorded bv the

nhlt
ronment would be more forti­
fied if the French exerted her 
influence in the European 
Union to play a role in the 
quest to rid the state of filth.

This, he said, could be 
achieved through the active 
participation of the European 
Union in the several beautifi­
cation efforts of che state. Ii . 
addition, the governor 
sought the support o f the 
French embassy in the hous­
ing sector where the state 
government is pursuing the

houses to t teeming
masses of Lag*' - s i e.

He expressed ilie inten-
tion to improve tlu : elation-
ship between b >th 'untries
irureas of cultural e> change
and expressed d.-te ’ unation
to promote m ore business
collaboration with t’ie French.

Speaking ear!;ei he Con-
sul General de nee a La
gos, Erwande-Gou 11©. said
the visit was ne . ated by
the need to f  i!
proved contact ,.
Lagos and French: i»ovem-
ments.,



F>uily Trust Page '

Are the public hearings already rigged?
D eputy Senate P v u -  

dent, Alhaji lb 5iim 
Mantu has r e ., »dned 

unfrazzled by last we- sc’s re- 
| jection of his third ?rm pet 
project. Sources cbse to the 

! chairman of the National As- 
i sembly Joint Committee on 
j the review of the constitution 
told Daily Trust that Mantu 
has bounced back from his 
momentary discouragement 
after colleagues made mince 
meat of the subcommittee’s 
reports. The lawmaker from 
Plateau State is said to be up 
beat and cocksure of positive 
results as the amendment 
battle goes to the court of 
public opinion. Nigerians 
have been tasked with the job 
of reviewing the 1999 consti­
tution, and if possible, grant 
the president a resounding 
third term ticket via an amend­
ment of the tenure clause. But 
how independent would Ni­
gerians be in deciding the fate 
of the constitution? Are the 
citizens sufficiently knowl­
edgeable on the various is­
sues to be debated? or will 
they be manipulated to the 
executive’s advantage?

Public hearings cost and 
implication

A ccording to Senator 
Mantu, the public hearings 
will be the most transparent 
project in recent times as it will 
be a media event, complete 

-.with live coverage of pro- 
j ceeding. Like the National 
Conference held last year, Ni­
gerians will watch as pundits 

I take on issues and discuss 
them with vigour and emo- 

I tion. The delegates to the 
! hearings would be picked 
| from six zones of the federa­
tion and will attend the pro- 

| ceeding in the selected cen- 
I tres.

Observers are however of 
the opinion that the hearings 

| would not be as transparents 
and independent as Mantu 
hopes. Says Alhaji Ibrahim 
Isyaku, a frontline politician 
and founding father of the 
ruling PDP, the public hear­
ing might have been already 
rigged. He noted that the 
choice of the centres for the 
hearing is suspect and that 
the whole event would be 
stage-managed.

Observing that in a coun­
try where monetary rewards 
could till public opinion, it 
would be hard convincing crit- 

1 ics that Nigerians would not

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

eventual monetary windfall. 
Senator M antu has also 
hinted on the big spending 
that will trail the event when 
he said that a sum of N600

soon be awash with all the 
thorny sections of the 1999 
constitution that must be 
amended.

On the contentious tenure 
matter itself, Nigerians would 
be expected to decide on a 
proper and acceptable for-

Senator Ibrahim Mantu.. ready fo r  action

in prov

million is needed for publica­
tions, organizing public hear­
ings and paying both lawmak­
ers and delegates to the hear­
ings.

Nigerians, ever enteipris- 
ing, are already getting ready 
to benefit from the public hear­
ings and the fact that it is big 
budget also suggest that 
more people would want to 
participate in the exercise.

Ignorance.
The public hearings will 

be an exercise in show casing 
the ignorance of rnan> Nige­
rians on the issues raised. 
Many people are either igno­
rant or indifferent to the is­
sues such as electoial re­
forms, judicial reforms and 
other “sophicated” matters in 
the constitution and may not 
debate effectively on the mat­
ters, especially if  the 
grassroot is to be involved.

Senator Mantu is aware of 
this. He told Daily Trust that 
the committee would oon 
embark on mass sensiti ’ation 
of the public through t it me­
dia and pointed out that the

public hearings might thus 
find Nigerians deciding for 
the status quo even though 
the real views may not receive 
media coverage.

Already, speculations are 
rife that delegates to the pub­
lic hearings would be

nized units in the federation? 
What informed the choice of 
these areas and why are the 
hearing held in centres seen 
as pro-Obasanjo zones.

Lafia, the Nasarawa state 
capital is seen as a bastion of 
the pro-third term crusaders.

Governor Abdullahi Adamu.. one o f  the host
mula. Presently, there are 
three proposals of one, retain­
ing the status quo, (i.e. four 
years of two term); secondly, 
there is also the proposal of 
one term of five years and 
three term of four years each 
i.e. a total of 12 years.

A majority of Nigerians 
are however not prepared to 
accept the last option which 
provides for three terms. The 
thinking is that it makes it 
possible for a leader to per­
petuate himself in power. The

screened to avoid a confab­
like situation where anti third 
tenn forces outweighed those 
for it.

The six “safe” zones
The hearings will hold in 

six zones of the federation 
and they include Lafia, 
Bauchi and Kaduna (in the 
North), Ibadan, Port-Harcourt 
and Enugu (for the South). 
The questions many have 
raised is that why these zones 
rather than the states which 
are the constitutionally recog­

With a governor said to be 
sym pathetic to the 
president’s alleged extension 
plot, Lafia is expected to sup­
port all the positions that 
would benefit the president. 
Governor Adamu Abdullahi, 
who is reported to be the 
president’s personal friend, is 
said to share same positions 
with the presidency on the 
tenure issue. Would he allow 
the deliberations to go on 
without interference in Lafia? 
Or would he personally su­

“Many people are either ignorant or indifferent to 
the issues such as electoral reforms, judicial reforms 
and other “sopiscated” matters in the constitution and 
may not debate effectively on the matters, especially 
if  the grassroot is to be involved. Senator Mantu is 
aware of this. He told Daily Trust that the committee 
would soon embark on mass sensitization of the public 
through the media and pointed out that the issues 
would be outlined and widely advertised for everyone * to see and understand so th at the ’ # v

pervise the selection of par­
ticipants and proceedings at 
the public hearings?

It is the same questions 
raised in connection to 
Kaduna State where Gover­
nor Ahmed Makarfi us said to 
be a president’s person. It is 
feared that, like in Lafia. the 
debate may not be totally free 
from external control in 
Kaduna.

Ibadan in Oyo State is 
said to be ready for the pub­
lic hearings, especially now 
that a pro-Obasanjo govern­
ment is in place. The theory 
on Ibadan is that the former 
governor was removed to 
make way for a more sympa­
thetic governor who could 
back the president during the 
public hearings.

But rising in defence of 
the president, senior special 
assistant to the president on 
public affairs, Chief Femi-Fani 
Kayode said that the public 
hearings would not be 
teleguided by the presidem 
and that it would be transpar­
ent noting that the president 
has no plans to interfere with 
the proceedings.

Parallel public hearings
Even with this defencc. a 

critical section of the Nigerian 
public still believes that the 
hearings are already rigged. 
Alhaji Isyaku, for instance, 
holds the view that the hear­
ing has all the trappings of a 
staged event. According to 
him, there is a procedure and 
a constitutionally approved 
way of changing the consti­
tution and he thus wondered 
why this was not followed. 
He said that the public hear­
ings will only legitimize the 
third term proposal.

“They want it to look as i f 
Nigerians are the ones pro­
posing the issue and then 
give it some legitimacy,” he 
said, adding that what the 
Mantu committee is doing is 
reviewing the constitution 
and not amendment.

Review or amendment?
With over a hundred sec­

tions to be amended, some 
observers have said that the 
constitution is being com­
pletely changed, as amend­
ment in a few places is not the 
case in this exercise. Rather, 
the whole event will seek . > 
change the document that has 
guided the affairs of tbi - >u > - 
try since 1999. Buf the snag 
is the feasibility o f this e.v 
cisc riven the time, v a

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:
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Govs can’t force us on 3rd term
Senator Lawal Shu’aibu is leader o f  the All Nigeria 
People*s Party (ANPP) caucus in the National Assembly. In 
this interview with Daily Trust, Shu yaibu speaks on the 
efforts to frustrate President Olusegun Obasanjo’s alleged 
third tem bid and crisis in the ANPP among others.

'  y ,
J L  p

5ur caucus is in the 
forefront o f  the cam­
paign against third 

i term. Recently the National 
Assem bly constitution re­
view committee dropped the 
third term proposal Is it time 
to celebrate?-*

We worked towards de- 
I feating the objective of third 
I term, but we don’t know what 
they are coming with again. 
So we are not relenting our 

| efforts, we are waiting to see 
what joker they are coming up 

| with again. But so far so good.
| The wish of the Nigerian pub- 
; lie has been upheld.

I f  an attempt is made to 
reintroduce the third term 
agenda, how do you intend 
to stave it off?

You see, the buck stops 
| at the National Assembly, 
i Nobody has the responsibil­
ity of reviewing the constitu­
tion except the National As- 

| sembly. Even constitution re­
view committee has no last 
say. Whatever they recom­
mended has to come to the 

■* floor of the two chambers for
discussion. debate and reso- 
iu tna . After this the State 
Houses of Assembly come in. 
Agreed that there are so many 
sections of the constitution 

; that need review. But any 
such review has to go with 
the public opinion. And that 
is where the issue of public 

l hearing comes in. I proposed 
a motion on the basis of which 
the whole idea of asking the 

^  committee not to go ahead 
came up. I was asked to step 
down the motion and let us 
discuss it in executive ses­
sion. And then let’s direct the 
committee to go and compile 

! at! tr. rerim report and submit 
to she two chambers of the 

(# , | National Assembly before 
! going ahead. I agreed that so 
| long as it is not going to ex­
ceed two to three weeks, 1 
have no objection. But if ex­
ceeds three weeks. I’ll come 

s under order 14 and move my 
motion.

The meeting of the con­
stitution review committee 
yesterday (last Wednesday) 
was a step in the right direc- 

! tion where about 80 per cent 
j of the members present ex- 
j pressed the same view, ex­
punge the third term pro- 

j posal. And in the course of 
further debate, 90 per cent of 
the members said they were 

‘ nyt 8°>ng t0 use any sub- 
^  committee proposal. They

By Habeeb Idris Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

were going to use the consti­
tution as their working docu­
ment. Let the public have their 
say on the entire constitution, 
not on handpicked opinions 
of handpicked persons. So we 
are winning. But we don’t 
know whether we have won. 
Time will tell. When they 
move again, we move against 
them.

There are talks o f  state 
governors being interested 
in this third term, and that 
they will impress on you law­
makers to retrace your steps. 
How will you face this?

We have never impressed 
on the governors to do what 
they do in the states, never! 
So I don't see the governors 
impressing on us to do what 
we are here to do! We are here 
to do our constitutional re­
sponsibility t. d nobody can 
twist us. Wc are all mature 
people. The Northern sena­
tors met, they passed a reso­
lution, no !h:rd term. The 
Southern senators even met 
in Enugu, part of their resolu­
tion was no t! ird term. So I 
don’t see ry  back door 
through whirr the governors 
will come in. Pighty per cent 
of the senators are not in cor­
dial relationship with their 
governors. Sc how do you 
expect the gov amors to pen­
etrate the Senate? They can­
not penetrate -he House of 
Representatives let alone the 
Senate.

Is it because some o f  you 
are interested in succeeding 
the governor's?

We can lister, to the 
governors bee ause the gov­
ernors’ agen! are different 
from or agenda. Our agenda 
is to make sure the constitu­
tion is abided by, our agenda 
is prudence v ith public funds 
(and) our agenda is fight cor­
ruption.

Has any governor made 
any overtures to your caucus 
to tone down your anti-third 
tefm stance?

Our caucus has never re­
ceived such.

In the even t they come...
We’ll tell them no.
They may try financial 

inducement...
Let them, try., we are very- 

incorruptible.
How did you manage to 

record this victory when you 
are in the minority?

Let me tell you what 
Mantu said during the meet­
ing, he said “the views of the 
minority have become the 
views of the majority today”. 
So once you are patient, so 
long as your views are predi­
cated on sincerity, you will 
surely win. We hold meetings, 
we strategise. Last 
(penultimate) week we held 
m eetings tw ice, and we 

“

notchers came to the National 
Assembly and turn the tables 
on us. I was asked not to 
move my motion on the prom­
ise that Mantu will be di­
rected to produce a time table 
for the constitution review 
process.

People are still sceptical 
o f  this process because they 
fee l that the public hearing 
may be stage-managed. How 
do you intend to counter 
this?

We know the opinion of 
the Nigerian public. They 
don’t want third term, they 
will come out and say so at 
the public hearing. They can-

Senator Lawal Shu ’aibu 
harmonise our views. By the 
time we come out of most our 
meetings, we come out with 
one opinion. And that is se­
cret of our victory

Besides this, majority of 
PDP members are not with 
that group working for third 
term. When the issue of my 
motion came up, I can’t re­
member one; PDF senator that 
said he won’t support me if 
ihe motion is tabled. But un­
fortunately, the PDP top

not manipulate the public 
hearing, because the public 
hearing is where something is 
done in the public under the 
glare of cameras of the press 
and before everybody par­
ticularly the civil society.

iSo you don’t have any 
fears?

We don’t have any fears 
regarding public hearing.

Where do you have fears 
regarding this third term 
agenda?

I think the thir^ te rn  is­
sue is dead at least for iow. 
It’s dead.

Will they not attempt to 
resuscitate it?

I can give you this assur­
ance, nobody will have the 
guts (and) nobody will have 
the audacity to resuscitate 
the issue of third tenn during 
the current dispensation.

The ANPP is at present 
enmeshed in crises, what do 
you in the National Assem­
bly make o f  this?

Its all politics. When you 
hear silence, make sure there 
is some autocracy going on 
within the system. When you 
hear some noise, people are 
expressing their opinions, 
then politics is going on.

Even when a state gover­
nor is trading words with the 
national chairman o f  the 
party?

I think what happened is 
that there is some kind of mis­
understanding between the 
Sokoto sate deputy' governor 
and the party in the state. A 
committee had been set up to 
investigate the problem But 
even before that committee 
finished its assignment, the 
ANPP national chairman came 
out castigating Governor 
Bafarawa, that he is a liar, he 
is this and he is that, he even 
have problem with his deputy 
governor. I think he was pass­
ing judgment. As national 
chairman of the party, your 
committee has not submitted 
any report. Why will you start 
castigating the governor? 
What made you think that the 
deputy governor was right? 
What made you think that the 
governor was wrong? I think 
that is the genesis o f the 
whole thing.

Sokoto legislators ac­
cused Etiebet o f  becoming a 
spokesman o f  PDP. Do you 
agree with them?

You see, no matter how 
you want to defend the na­
tional chairman of m r party, 
some of his public utterances

wilt restrain you from doing 
it. He has made -  much 
atements in favour ot the 

■ . party and in condem- 
i. >, on of his own p.:rty. For 
L.; nee, he was nominated 
to iA National Political Re- 
fom >. mference to represent 
Vhe p iv. But when the 
South- 'juih delegates 
walked o. t, he joined them 
So who wi.? be representing 
there? He was n t ri present­
ing the party hec use he 
walked out with ether 
group. And then on eseral 
occasions he Kept ■.<> ir>. 
about the la in k "  
programmes of the t lr asanjo 
administration, wi i In 
thinks the Obasanjo ^.minis­
tration is laudable he should 
keep quiet, he should remem­
ber his views will be misinter­
preted as views of the party. 
The party has not ken .> 
position with regards to 
programmes of the -uling 
party. So why will he make 
such public utteranc - ar the 
expense of the lr.'- of
the opposition p r;; There 
are lots of things ha an re- 
strain you fror tk vndinjfl 
him, and unfor m. k  hi 
could not adequ. iet.-nd 
them himself S< n h< aid 
anybody want to •. .• u • jam ?

Will you say that 4 V \P  
will be better o f f H i  / uebet 
out?

No matter w 
Etiebet has sen 
and according to tht consti­
tution he has to lea\ e

Is he not eligible ’o re­
contest?

Yes, he has the right to 
seek for re -election

Taking into consider­
ation how he rur the part;, 
in his first term, will O  PH 
be better o f f  with somebody 
else as chairman

Of course the p in  >ii'be 
better of with somebody bet­
ter than Etiebet. You ■ annot 
say Etiebet is the n o - : quali­
fied to be ANPP nation i; chai;- 
man. We need soi ek v  \ not - 
ter than him.

iat 
rd 1

“We have never impressed on the governors to do 
what they do in the states, never! So I don V see 

the governors impressing on us to do what we are 
here to do! We are here to do our constitutional 

responsibility and nobody can twist us. We are all
mature people. ”  . i
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NOTICE OF COURT ORDERED MEETING
IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA HOLDEN AT LA80S 

SUIT NO.
IN THE HATTER OF THE INVESTMENTS AND SECURITIES ACT (ISA) 1990

AND
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 100 THEREOF AND

IN RE:

1) FIRST INLAND BANK PLC RC 112876....................     1ST APPLICANT
2) NUB INTERNATIONAL BANK LIMITED RC 10422 .....     2ND APPLICANT
3) IMB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC RC 13042.............................. 3RD APPLICANT

MEETING OF THE HOLDERS OF THE FULLY PAID ORDINARY SHARES
OF

IMB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that by an Order of the Federal High Court (hereinafter referred to as “The Court") dated the 1st day of February 2006, made in the above matter, the 
Court has directed that a meeting of the holders of the fully paid up ordinary shares of IMB international Bank Pic (hereinafter called “IMB”) be convened for the purpose of 
considering and if thought fit, approving (with or without modification) a Scheme of Merger between IMB and the other merging banks namely, First Inland Bank Pic (“First Inland”), 
and NUB International Bank Limited (NUB) (hereinafter collectively referred to as ‘The Banks”) The Scheme is explained in details in the Explanatory Statement on Pages 19 to 32 
of the Scheme Document.

The Court Ordered Meeting of the shareholders of IMB will be held as follows:

Date: Tuesday February 7,2006
Venue: Peart Hall, Oceanview Restaurant, Victoria island
Time: 2p.m.

The following resolutions will be proposed at the Court Ordered Meeting and if thought fit passed as special resolutions of the company:

1. “That this Meeting approves the Report of the Directors, the Balance Sheet as at 30th June 2005 together with the Profit and Loss Account for the year ended on that date and 

the Report of the Auditors and Audit Committee thereon;

2. “That this Meeting approves the Scheme of Merger dated the 31 st day of January, 2006 which has been submitted to the Meeting and for the purposes of identification
subscribed by the Chairman, and that the Directors be and are hereby authorized to consent to any modifications of the Scheme of Merger that the Securities & Exchange
Commission, the Central Bank of Nigeria and the Federal High Court may think fit to impose and approve;

3. “That all assets, liabilities and undertakings including real property and intellectual property rights of IMB be transferred to first Inland in consideration for the issue and 
allotment of fully paid Ordinary Shares by first Inland to the shareholders of IMB as provided in the Scheme.

4. “That the total share capital of IMB be cancelled and the IMB entity be dissolved without being wound up.

5. "That the Board of Directors of IMB be and are hereby authorized to take such actions as these actions may be necessary with regard to giving effect to the Scheme.

By the said Order, the Court has appointed the Chairman of the Board of Directors of IMB, Mr Ken Odogwu or failing him Mr. Anthony Okocha, Acting Managing Director or failing 
them both any other Director appointed in their stead by the shareholders present at the meeting to act as chairman of the said meeting and has directed the Chairman to report 
the results thereof to the Court. Voting at the meeting will be by poll. The said Scheme of Merger will be subject to subsequent approval of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Central Bank of Nigeria and by the sanction of the Court. Shareholders may vote in person or they may appoint any other person, whether a shareholder or 
not, to act as proxy and to attend and vote in their stead,

A form of proxy is being sent to each shareholder. In the case of joint shareholders, the vote of the senior holder who tenders a vote, whether in person or by proxy, will be 
accepted to the exclusion of the votes of the other joint holders: and for this purpose seniority will be determined by the order in which their names stand in the register of Members 
of the Bank.

It is requested that forms appointing proxies be lodged at the office of the Registrars of 1MB as shown on the form of proxy, not less than 48 hours before the time appointed for 
the Meeting. Please note that the lodging of the proxy form does not prevent you from attending the meeting and voting should you wish to do so. However, in such an 
arrangement, your proxy will not be entitled to vote. *

Your Board of Directors unanimously recommends that you vote to adopt the merger agreement.

DATED THIS 1 " DAY OF FEBRUARY 2006.

THE CITY LAW ASSOCIATES 
PRINCES COURT, SUITE 9D 
RC. 37 AHMED ONIBUDO STR. 
VICTORIA ISLAND 
LAGOS.

GEORGE ETOMI & PARTNERS 
23, OLOGUN AGBAJE STREET 
OFF ADEOLAODEKU STREET 
VICTORIA ISLAND 
LAGOS.

IMB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC *
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MiniBus in Nigeria
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Ho matter the version you decide on you'll enjoy the smooth 

performance and marvel at the comfort and fuel economy
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BENUE STATE GOVERNMENT

BENUE MOURNS THE DEATH OF A MATRIARCH

i greater percentage of year Hfe fighting for justice and nnity if tHe 

Middle Beit, womenfolk ami the Tin race ta general the Lard Gad in His wisdom 
has called yea te eternal glory at a time the country seeds year wisdom and wise 

counsel atthis critical period of democratic transition.

As yon take your exit on earth, the entire government and people of Benue State
of your soul as you rest in the bosom of the Lord.

Adieu Mama Ikpaanyam Tarka
DR. GEORGE AKUME 

Executive Governor of Benue State
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Solid minerals ownership 
put to rest -Ezekwesili

T A T "  o m /  r v » i t n  i  n  r r  o p t n n t x /  i n  f U  a  1/ \ n n 1
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T he recent directive by 
the N ational Eco­
nomic Council (NEC) 

to all state governments to 
abrogate their Ministries of 
Solid Minerals has put to rest 
the issue of ownership of 
such resources.

Speaking to newsmen 
over the weekend, solid min­
erals development minister 
Oby Ezekwesili said that the 
council made it clear that

■̂S
ownership o f mineral re­
sources irrespective of their 
location was the exclusive 
preserve of the federal gov­
ernment.

According to the council, 
the 1999 Constitution was 
also clear on the issue, mak­
ing it illegal for any state to 
own a Ministry of Solid Min­
erals.

Ezekw esili, who pre­
sented the case to the coun­
cil end of last year, because 
some states had such minis­
tries, said over the weekend 
in Abuja that the sector would 
develop better under one fed­
eral body.

She explained that the 
federal governm ent was 
solely responsible for the 
management, supervision 
and regulation of the minis­
try under the present dispen­
sation.

However, she said be­
cause the governm ent 
recognised the importance of 
the states and local govern­
ments as the areas where the 
resources were located, a 
mechanism was in place to 
bring the three tiers together

for any mining activity in 
their states.

A News Agency ofNige­
ria (NAN) check showed that 
most states were aware of the 
constitutional ownership of 
mineral resources by the fed­
eral government. The Direc­
tor of Commerce and Indus­
tries in Nasarawa State, Mr. 
Esla Abimiku. told NAN that 
“the development of solid 
minerals remains the exclu­
sive legislative right of the 
federal government.”

“All activities for harness­
ing, exploitation and export of 
mineral resources have to be 
conducted by the federal 
government, " he added.

NAN reports that 
Nasarawa is endowed with 
about 23 exploitable mineral 
resources spread across all

the local government areas of 
the state.

In Gombe State, the Com­
missioner for Justice, Mr. 
Zubairu Umar, told NAN that 
there was no law in the state 
backing the establishment of 
either a ministry or depart­
ment of solid minerals.

He said the state “is mind­
ful of the fact that the solid 
minerals sector was as exclu­
sive preserve of the federal 
government.” In Rivers State, 
the Peter Odili-led administra­
tion has in place a Bureau of 
Energy and N atural Re­
sources headed by a special 
adviser.

This bureau is under the 
office of the governor "and 
has a department of solid 
minerals headed by a direc­
tor.

President Obasanjo (C) signing the parental portion o f the marriage register during the marriage 
between former Miss Enitan Adebola Obasanjo and Terence Afolabi Adeleye, at the State H*>u\e. 
Abuja...Saturday. Pix: Joe Orove

Namu crisis: Commission ends public sittings
T he Commission of en- C 7:Ihe Commission of en­

quiry into the Namu 
crisis in Plateau says 

it has concluded its public 
sittings after receiving evi­
dence from 39 witnesses, 22 
memoranda and 58 exhibits.

The commission, headed 
by Justice Constance 
Momoh, was constituted by 
the state government last 
December, following commu­
nal clashes in Namu chiefdom 
of Quanpan council area on 
Nov. 11,2005.

The crisis, which left eight 
persons dead and several 
others injured, also led to the 
destruction of many houses 
and property, including the 
chief of Namu's official resi­

dence.
The News Agency ofN i­

geria (NAN) recalls that the 
commission was set up to in­
vestigate the immediate and

remote causes of the clashes.
The clashes occurred af­

ter the announcement of the 
creation of Pan Development 
Area with headquarters at

Namu by the state govern­
ment.

The commission, which 
commenced sitting on Jan. 18, 
rounded up its public sittings

on Feb. 4.
Among the communities 

that gave evidence were Pan, 
Namu, Gamai, Uzaq, Dajan 
and Kudabang.

Panel urges govt to clean up wage system
A

Presidential Panel 
on W ages, S a la­
ries and Emolument 

Relativity has called on the 
federal government to move 
towards a cleaner wage sys­
tem in the country.

The panel made the call 
while presenting a three vol­
ume report on the findings 
o f the panel to the Secretary 
to the Government o f the 
Federation (SGF) Chief Ufot

LG wants tough measures 
against pipeline vandals

E tsako-W est local 
government in Edo 
wants security per­

sonnel to adopt tough mea­
sures to curb the activities of 
pipeline vandals, the News 
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) re­
ports.

“We have resolved to 
propose a shoot-on-sight or­
der to the Area Peace and Se- 

Committee," the coun­

cils’ Chairman, Malam Gani 
Audu, told NAN at Auchi 
over the weekend.

He said: “I am fed up with 
the activities of these vandals 
who are trying to jeopardise 
the peaceful co-existence of 
our people just to satisfy their 
selfish interest.

“It is obvious that some 
highly-placed individuals in 
the community connive with 
PPMC insiders to perpetrate 
the act.

“The only option I have 
is to ask for permission for se­
curity personnel to shoot-on- 
sight whenever they sight 
anybody around either the 
vandalized spot or pipeline 
area.”

Audu said in spite of sev­
eral appeals to traditional rul­
ers to talk to their subjects to 

«  d e s i s p l ^ m - y p l y y i w g  p f t f f t rM  
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“But I am going to give 
them one more opportunity 
by inviting all traditional rul­
ers in the area to a meeting to 
have a last minute discussion 
on the issue,” he said.

Meanwhile, the palace of 
the Otaru of Auchi has set up 
a committee to liaise with the 
police and other relevant au­
thorities or groups towards 
finding a lasting solution to 
the problem.

NAN reports that the ac­
tivities of vandals in Etsako- 
West local government area 
of Edo has escalated in recent 
time.

Last Wednesday, a fracas 
between the police and some 
vandals left one Dirisu dead. 
He was hit by a gun shot fired 
by a policeman who claimed 
he acted in self-defence.

'i& v tl& A u a r js .fa u r  p e r s o n s  > 
d i «kpjo5sion*fkt ua id
vajKlfllisetli^potiih a>forest atr..r 
IyeXhpj vUlfl^ei, near Anehiir>;'{

Ekaette.
A statement issued from 

the OSGF and made avail­
able to the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) yesterday in 
Abuja said the panel among 
other things recommended 
“a grade compression in the 
public service”.

According to the state­
ment, the Chairman of the 
panel, Prof. Em m anuel 
Edozien, said there was 
need to link substantial com­
ponent o f management re­
muneration to performance.

Edozien noted that remu­
neration aligned pay with 
value creation in the private 
sector.

The panel also called for 
a benchm arking  pay o f 
specialised agencies in the 
public service.

Edozien said the task of 
institutionalising objective 
and national criteria for de­
term ining economy-wide 
com pensation  packages 
was both difficult and chal­

lenging.
He, however, noted that 

the factors and issues that 
went into play in arriving at 
the package did not dis­
courage hard work and pro­
fessionalism.

Edozien said the panel in 
arriving at its findings, car­
ried out a survey of about 
400 government institutions 
and 155 private enterprises.

He gave some o f the 
findings as the country’s re­
m uneration  s truc tu re , 
w hich, he no ted , was 
characterised by multiple 
salary structures within the 
public sector.

Other findings included 
the p revalence o f n on­
monetised fringe benefits in 
both the public and private 
sectors and the non linkage 
of the private sector struc­
ture to productivity, profit­
ability or performance.

Edozien gave other find­
ings as pay relativity, which, 
he said, exhibited distorted 
and unm anageable wage

structure and the presence 
of dormant salary grade lev-1 
els in the public service

Others are wide relat: vity j 
across tiers o f government 
and within sectors, public- 
private sector average earn­
ings differentials, that \ aried 
across various strata of em­
ployees.

Edozien said the panel 
had proposed immediate, 
short, medium and long term 
measures, which, he added, 
would address the noticeable 
distortion, in pay relatives in 
the country.

R eceiving the report,! 
Ekaette noted that the report; 
would be considered along; 
with that of the Presidential 
Committee on Consolidation j 
o f Emoluments in the public j 
sector headed by former; 
head o f state Chief Ernest j 
Shonekan.

He further said that the 
reason for setting up both 
panels was for an improve­
ment on the welfare of the 
workers.

ANPP wades into states crises
The national secretariat 

of the ANPP has an­
nounced its readiness 

to resolve the crises rocking 
some states under its control.

The News Agency ofN i­
geria (NAN) reports that 
Kano, Sokoto and Borno 
States had been recently en­
meshed in leadership and 
meHibersMi]Vdefedicin irises” ’ 
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in Abuja that the party’s Na­
tional Working Committee 
(NWC) has scheduled a cru­
cial meeting on Wednesday 
to consider grievances in the 
affected states.

“The party has scheduled 
a crucial meeting on Wednes­
day to discuss some of these 
problems with a view to re-
sofvine”{hem'amicably,''’ he 
! T  Ift - r  . D<1>.saicT
I Olebera also r^vealecl'tfijit 

the* party's^ Execu­

tive Committee (NEC) would 
meet on Friday to consider the 
deliberations of the NWC and 
other matters affecting the 
ANPP.

He said: “We outlined 
these sanctities to restore our 
members’ hope and confi­
dence in the party ahead of 
the 2007 general elections " j

Ol J
mjaB 
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NDLEA 
destroys 

55,000kg of 
illicit drugs

From Aideloje Ojo,
Correspondent in Minna

T he National Drug Law- 
Enforcement Agency ■ 
(NDLEA) says it 

destroyed over 55,433.8 
kilograms o f mdian hemp 
nation-wide in three months 
The chairman of the agency, 
A lhaji Ahm adu Giade, 
disclosed this in Minna. £*iger 
State over the weekend when 
he supervised the destruction 
of over 2,433.8 kilograms of 
Indian hemp seized by the 
Niger State command of the 
agency.

A ccording to the j 
chairman, Edo State had the 
highest seizure of over 33,000 
kilograms of the illicit drug, 
while in Delta State over j
20,000 kilograms of the drug j 
were also destroyed.

“I have decided to make j 
public destruction of exhibits i 
a priority in order to rebuild 
public confidence and 
reassure the nation that the 
Agency w ill protect
Nigerians from the enormous 
threat drugs pose to our 
society,” he said.

The NDLEA boss said 
the successful interception of 
the substance was a 
testimony to the fact that his 
men were alive to their 
responsibilities.

Giade lamented that Niger 
j State had becom e a 
I notorious transit point in the 
trafficking of illicits drugs 

|eventhough consum ption 
was still very low.

The chairm an
j com m ended the state 
government for its efforts in 
fighting the trafficking and 
consumption of illicit drugs 
in the state.

“Although these seized 
drugs might not have been 
cultivated in the state, it is 
obvious that the transiting of 
the drugs could eventually 
lead to the emergence o f a 
user market with a disastrous 
consequences.

“I wish to call on the state 
government and the good 
people o f  N iger State to 
realize that the future is at 
stake and we must redouble 
our efforts to tackle the 
problem before our youths 
are destroyed,” he explained.

J Earlier, the state 
; commander o f NDLEA in 
I N iger State, Mr. Joshua 
M ajin, thanked the state 
government for its support 
and assistance to the agency.

President Obasanjo receiving the report o f  the National Mosque Rehabilitation Committee’s chairman, Governor Abdullahi Adamu o f  Nasarawa State during the 
ceremony held at the State House, Abuja...recently. Pix: Joe Oroye.

25 NGOs fight human trafficking
T w enty-five Non- 

G o v e r n m e n t a l  
O rganisations in 

Kano State are to benefit from 
capacity  building to be 
offered by the N ational 
Agency for Prohibition of 
Traffic in Persons and other 
related matters (NAPTIP) to 
enable them help the agency 
fight the m enace o f 
trafficking.

The Director and Head of 
Investigation and
M onitoring, M allam  
M oham m ed Babandede, 
announced this at a meeting 
of the NGOs and NAPTIP at 
the NAPTIP zonal office in 
Kano.

M allam  M ohammed 
Babandede expressed 
dismay that statistic indicate 
that there were about 50,000 
Nigerian girls in the sex 
industry in Italy alone.

He also stated recently 
that 15,0Q0 Nigerians were 
evacuated from Libya to 
Nigeria. Mallam Babandede 
said the NGOs were closer to 
the community and would 
assist in no small measure to 
enhance activities o f the 
agency.

A ccording to the 
d irector o f  NAPTIP, 
government alone can not 
handle the responsibility 
which he described as 
enormous.

“To be able to succeed

From Jam ilah Nuhu Musa,
Correspondent, Kano

will begin the building of 
capacity of NGOs to enable 
them promote the agency’s 
programmes,” he said.

Babandede who said that 
NAPTIP will give the NGOs 
the necessary support, urged

them  to take into 
consideration, the religious 
and cultural values of the 
society.

According to him, the 
almajirci system in Kano 
state for instance is one of 
the greatest challenges 
facing NAPTIP. Parents of

almajirais he said do not 
consider the system  as 
trafficking, therefore NGOs 
must ensure that they work 
towards assisting NAPTIP to 
achieve set objectives. The 
director said the NGOs would 
also work in the areas o f 
public enlightenm ent,

research and statistics, 
prosecution, counselling and 
rehabilitation of victims.

Also speaking at the 
occasion, the guest speaker, 
Alhaji Aliyu Adamu Kiyawa, 
urged the NGOs to help 
stamp out the menace o f 
trafficking in persons.

Solar eclipse can cause blindless
- E x p e r t
B razilian physicist Dr. 

Edward Simter has 
advised N igerians 

against viewing the March 
29, 2006 solar eclipse with 
their naked eyes as it could 
result in blindness.

The expert speaking on 
AIT Kakaki program m e I 
m onitored in Abuja 
yesterday likened the rays of j 
the sun to that of diamond. 
M oreover, he advised j 
against the use of telescope | 
or any other scientific 
gadgets in view ing the 
eclipse.

He also lamented that 
Nigeria will be experiencing | 
another eclipse in 2034, j 
adding that the country can 
make money out o f the j 
phenomenon by marketing it 
to tourists, citing the

A frica solar eclipse, a 
situation where the sun and 
the moon entered into each 
other.

The eclipse, according to 
scien tist, w ould occur 
between 9.15am and 9.45am 
on March 29,2006.

States to be affected are 
Oyo, Kwara, Niger, Zamfara 
and Katsina, and partia l 
eclipse in the remaining parts 
of the country.

Meanwhile, the federal 
government has directed the 
Ministry of Information and

Police Affairs to carry out 
enlightening campaign to 
avoid panic.

The March 29 eclipse will 
be the fifth time Nigeria will 
experience eclipse following 
the 1898,1947,1959 and 2001 
respectively.

Refuse fire burnt four under 
aged children in Katsina

F Our children in Katsina 
are now hospitalized 
follow ing injuries 

sustained in a tragic fire 
incident.

Three o f the victim s, 
Shuaibu (11) Khauiza, (3) and 
Hussaini, a nursing baby, are 
children of the same parents 
while the fourth, Ahmed (12) 
is the child of a neighbour.

Daily Trust investigation 
revealed that the incident 
occurred when Ahmed 
brought out a gallon of petrol 
and invited the other three 
victims to assist him bum a

From Lawal Ibrahim ,
Correspondent, Katsina

house. While attempting to 
ignite the fire on the dump, 
the gallon o f petrol caught 
fire and subsequently  
engulfed three of the victims 
who were close to the dump 
sit. Younger sister to Shuaibu 
however got burnt while 
trying to assist her two 
brothers.

Father to the victims, 
Mallam Abudullahi Salisu, 
who described the incident 
as the will o f  God, has 
appealed for assistance from

individuals to enable him take 
care of the medical bills of his 
children.

Governor Umar Musa



^Reviewing officer, Maj. Gen. O. A. Azazi, GOC Div Nigeria Army (right), at the passing out 
o f the 57Regular Recruits at the Army Depot, 'aria with BrigGen. M. Garga ...recently.

N3.5brt Zone 4 shopping 
mall construction begins
T he chairman o f the 

Federal Capital Deve­
lopment Authority, 

Mallam Nasir el-Rufai, yeste­
rday laid foundation for the 
construction of N3.5 billion 
Zone 4 shopping mall.

Speaking at the ceremony 
at the site of Zone 4 Neighbo­
urhood centre in Abuja, el- 
Rufai said his administration 
set plans to work according 
to the specifications and 
protect the master plan of the 
Federal Capital Territory.

He said with the new 
restructuring of the capital 
city, “the idea of comer shops 
will no longer be accomm­
odated” , stressing that as 
soon as the project is comp­
leted, Zone 4 corner shops 
will be called shopping mall.

El-Rufai described the 
project as best initiative bet­

w een  the FCT administration 
and private business com­
munity aimed at ensuring 
strong business activities in 
line with the international 
standard.

He said the occasion is 
quite essential as the FCT is 
Celebrating its 30th annive­
rsary, which also shows a new 
landmark in the development

By Hamisu Mu hammad,
Business Reporter

of the city.
He called on the contra­

ctors to expedite actions and 
complete the building within 
the specified period, saying 
further all the necessary 
support will be ensured to 
allow common man benefit 
from the project.

In his remark the chairman, 
Wuse Zone 4 Property Devel­
opment Company, Alhaji 
Abubakar Sani, said over 500 
offices and shops wi! 1 be build 
as against less than 100 that 
existed before the demolition

He said the structure will 
represent a monument which 
will serve as a tourist attra­
ction in Africa and fitting to 
the status of the city, stres­
sing that the edifice will be 
environmentally friendly as 
against what was obtained in 
the past.

According to the arch­
itect of the building, Mr. Tai- 
wo Aina, said the shopping 
mall was designed to accom­
modate and fit the terrain of 
the area and will open a new 
chapter in the physical devel­
opment of the Abuja.

NUJ election 
campaign hots up

P residential aspirant in 
the forthcoming Nig­
eria Union of Journa­

lists (NUJ) triennial delegates 
conference, Mr. Ndagana 
Akwu has promised to run a 
participatory administration if 
elected into office.

Mr. Ndagana Akwu, who 
was in Sokoto to canvass for 
support, assured all state 
councils that they would 
directly be involved in the 
running of the administration 
of the union at the national 
level. '

He said the media bill now 
before the National Assembly 
if passed into law would bring 
a lot of positive changes into 
the journalism profession and 
therefore solicited the vote of 
Sokoto delegates.

The presidential candid­
ate, who spoke on the NUJ

From Sadeed Aliyu, Senior 
Reporter (Sokoto)

roiice personnel, under 
the aegis of the Nigeria Police 
Union (NPU) has issued a 
strike warning, alleging poor 
service conditions.

Fielding questions from 
Senate correspondents 
yesterday, Aji said no 
circumstance would warrant 
strike by police personnel.

He said the principle of 
strike as a last resort to 
employees o f ltfBtiur do not 
apply to police personnel.

“The police cannot legally 
go on strike. They cannot go 
on strike under any situation, 
not just condition of service. 
This is their condition of 
service, i.e. they cannot go on 
strike no m atter what 
happens,” he said.

Urging the police 
personnel to forget the idea 
of strike, Aji said no employee 
of labour in Nigeria enjoys 
perfect working condition.

Asaju, senate 
president’s CPS resigns
M r. Tunde Asaju, 

C h ief Press 
Secretary to the 

President of the Senate, Ken 
Nnamani, has resigned.

In a statement in Abuja 
yesterday, ASiyu said -Jw: was- 
leaving :tfie job because Ute' 
duties were curtailed.

Asaju, a member of the 
Daily Trust Editorial Board, 
said though the job should 
have entailed being a bridge 
between the president of the 
Senate and the media, he was 
reduced to a mere MC.

“Unfortunately, these 
past 10 months, there has 
been a serious strain in the 
relationship to the extent that 
I am hardly on top o f the 
itinerary of the president of

By Habeeb I. Pindi«u.
Reporter

the senate. My job h s - en 
whittled down to b e ir .g r  re 
MC at public f u n c t i o n s .  

While I take pride in  b tg  

MC, I think the? ta sk  ■. f  C ef 
press -secretary goes ar 

beyond that,” he sa id

Asaju said he id 
tendered his letter j f  
resignation yesterday g i ig 
reasons for his decis; >n.

He, however, added ii 'ne 
statem ent, “most o f y 
grounds 1 do not wish o 
discuss in the media because 
I believe that there are -t II 
avenues for improvement arid 
I want to make it easy for n y 
successor.”

M alhiff N a yr  el-Rufu'.i
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that he would uphold the 
basics o f the conference 
which aims at reform ing 
journalism practice to a full 
fledged profession just like 
NBA and Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA).

Mf‘ Akwu further said if 
elected into office he would 
ensure that working journa­
lists enjoy special salary scale 
just like other professionals.

He however said this 
could only be possible if the 
union goes professional and 
do away with its trade union 
nomenclature.

The presidential candi­
date advised Sokoto deleg­
ates to make a wise choice, 
pointing out that if they elect 
wrong candidate they should 
be ready to endure b^d f

University of Abuja, Abuja
(Postgraduate School)

MBA Entrance Examination
This is to notify  all candidates who applied  for the M BA 

programme o f the University for the 2005/2006 Academic session 

that an entrance examination will be (conducted for them as follows:

Date: Saturday, 11th February, 2006

Venue: Mini-Campus, Gwagwalada Abuja.
Time: 9:00 am

Candidates should bring along with them  certified bank draft in 

the sum o f  two thousand and five hundred naira (N2,500.00) 

only payable to the University o f Abuja and drawn from any o f 

the following banks: First Bank, United Bank for Africa (UBA) 
and Bank o f  the North.

Candidates who fail to appear for the entrance examination would 
not be considered for admission.
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Poultry dise; se spreads 
to FCT. Nasarawa

The outbreak of poultry 
d isease reported ir, 
Kaduna and K; 

states has spread to the ' 
eral Capital Territory >

By Vb^u iahiM. Gulloma,
Reporter

ano Keffi in Nasarawa state 
where poultry farmers have

Census: helicopter to 
monitor r ountainous areas

wo helicopter re to be
deployed to t $ moder- 
ately p o p n a ted  but 

m ountainous areas, o f  
Adamawa State so as to cush­
ion the successful conduct of 
the National Housing and 
population census stated for 
March 21 st -25 th 2006.

The Federal Commis­
sioner of NPC in the state Mr. 
Jeremiah B. Isiayei (JP) told 
correspondents in Yola yes­
terday that the use of the heli­
copters becomes necessary' 
because as an all encompass­
ing exercise, there was the 
need for every Nigerian to be 
part of the exercise no matter 
what amount it would cost the 
commission.

He said there are many 
people leaving in the moun­
tainous areas of Sukur king­
dom of Madagali local gov­
ernment area and other sev­
eral settlements in Toungo 
local government. According 
to him, these areas could not 
be reached with ease despite 
their numerical strength. “You 
can get to anyw here iu 
Adamawa state now using 
cars, motorcycles or bicy­
cles. .. the only difficult places 
are these mountainous ar­
eas”.

He added “during the trial 
census exercise there were 
enumerators posted to the

From Hamza Idirs,
Correspondent (Yola)

mountainous areas. On get­
ting to the top, they were 
completely exhausted “how 
do you expect them to per­
form?” He asked “of course 
we have to look for a way out 
which is the use of the heli­
copters”.

The Federal Commis­
sioner added that even 
though Adamawa State does 
not have many boundary dis­
pute cases, the few that exist 
would not be left out.

“Some boundary dis­
putes have been there for 
years, the role of the National 
population Commission is to 
map out the affected areas 
clearly, then carried out the 
census and then ‘hang up’ 
the figures. The result will 
not be released to the af­
fected L.G.A but will be in­
cluded in the overall popula-- 
tion figure of the state.”

Mr. Isiayei stated that the 
commission has also taken 
into cognizance all the com­
munities ceded to Nigeria 
from the Republic of Camer- 
oun and fall within the bor­
ders of Adamawa State add­
ing that a total of 18,000 ad- 
hoc workers have been re­
cruited for the four-day exer­
cise.

complained of losing thou­
sands of their birds.

One of the farmers who 
spoke to Daily Trust on con­
dition of anonymity, said that 
the poultry farmers have re­
fused to talk on the devastat­
ing effects of the disease on 
their birds in order not to 
loose their customers.

According to him, the 
farmers have invested so 
much in the poultry industry 
and that it w'ould be difficult 
for them to open up on the 
disease

He said that the farmers 
are loosing substantial part of 
their birds to the disease, add­
ing that he personally lost 
2500 out of the 9500 birds in 
his farm.

He said that the inability 
of the farmers to reveal the 
disease could make Nigerians 
consume eggs or chickens 
that might be infected with-the 
disease.

He also expressed fears 
that in the next six weeks, the 
prices of eggs would sky­
rocket to an unprecedented 
level due to the rapid spread 
of the disease.

“A crate of egg was N250 
and later jumped to N400 in 
the six weeks it could be N600 
per crate or more because of 
the disease that that is now 
threatening poultry farming in 
the country,” he said.

He said that supportive 
measures such as compensa­
tion for lost and extensive 
service for the poultry farm­
ers need to be put in place by 
the government to cushion 
the effects of the disease.

2007: Muazu calls for divine intervention
B auchi State Governor, 

Ahmadu Adamu 
Muazu has called on 

Nigerians to intensify their 
prayers so that God will inter­
vene in the political situation 
of the country particularly the 
2007 general elections so that 
it will come and go without 
any blood bath just as he has 
urged politicians to play the 
game of politics according to 
its rules without bitterness.

A worried Adamu Muazu 
who spoke when the people 
of Misau Emirate paid him a 
solidarity visit at the Govern­
ment House, yesterday, ex­
pressed fear that unless some- 
thing urgent was done to 
checkmate the current politi­
cal turmoil in the country, 
things will get out of hands 
by the time issues of elections 
set in next year.

The Governor however 
reassured that he will do eve­
rything possible as politician 
to see to it that things went 
on smoothly adding that it is 
only in an atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility that meaning­
ful development can be made 
pointing out that what the 
country needs now' is the con­
solidation of all the gains of 
democracy attained in the 
past seven years so that the 
trend can be sustained.

He also"reiterated' his ad-

f”Frbm Tashiltalinah Hallah. j
| Correspondent (Bauchi) 
the provision of social infra­
structure for the even devel­
opment of the Bauchi state 
saying “what I want to do is 
to see that whoever is com­
ing after my tenure does not 
have many things to do other 
than to build on the solid 
foundation we have laid. We 
have virtually every thing that 
needed to be done to develop 
the state.”

He commended the peo­
ple o f Misau for the visit 
which he said will serve as a 
morale booster for him to do 
more for the people of the 
state because according to 
him appreciation always gin­
ger one up to do more, assur­
ing them'that his administra­
tion will ensure that the on 
going Misau water project 
was completed in good time 
while the problem of the Col­
lege for Legal and Islamic 
Studies will be solved with­
out further delay to enable the 
students continue with their 
academic works.

He then commended the 
people of Misau Emirate for 
not being partisan in their 
communal function saying 
th at * rtf i si h is  kietiflcnslt'afcd 
that the leadership of the area 
is up and doing a- regards

me oeoDie calling on [es

them to keep it up as it will 
pay up for them in future.

Earlier, the Emir of Misau, 
M ohammed M anga had 
thanked the Governor for all 
the good things his adminis­
tration has done for the area 
declaring that the Emirate had 
never had it so good like now 
because according to him in 
the past seven years, the are 
has witnessed a lot of devel­
opment.

The Emir added that area 
can now boast of good road 
networks while almost all the 
towns and villages have been 
connected to the national 
grid of electricity supply add­
ing also that the Emir's pal­
ace as well as primary and 
secondary schools have been 
rehabilitated while in some in­
stances new ones were con­
structed pointing out that as 
it is now farmers in the area 
are enjoying farming espe­
cially the Fadama II pro­
gramme which he said has 
brought a lot of progress to 
the people.

Though the Emir thanked 
the G overnor for all the 
projects he requested for 
more particularly more rural 
roads that wiil further open up 
the area as according to him 
the people are mostly farmers 
who need roads to transport 
their farm produce to the cit-

Governor Ghenga Daniel o f Ogutt State and his wife at the Airport to recieve President O b a sa n jo  wh
Pix: Oladipupo Odunevvisited the slate last week.

Nigeria needs genuine federal 
constitution -Former Minister

E rstwhile Federal Minis 
ter o f  F inance, Dr. 
Onaolapo Soleye has 

called on the Federal Govern­
ment to review the 1999 con­
stitution to pave way for a 
genuine federal system of 
government.

Dr. Soleye, made the 
called yesterday while deliv­
ering the 30th Anniversary 
lecture of Ogun State Entitled: 
OGUN STATE: THE JOUR­
NEY SO FAR; and public 
presentation of a Book, Ogun 
State: FROM SLUMBER TO 
INVESTMENT HUB pre­
sented by Dr. Tunji Otegbeye 
at the June 12, Cultural Cen­
tre Abeokuta, Ogun State 
capital.

He said that thq true fed­
eration will ensure the stabil­
ity of a nation, Nigeria and 
makes military coups d’etat 
unrealizable.

Dr. Soleye speaking on 
the section (IV) of his lecture, 
observed that the federal gov­
ernment as it is constituted 
today is too powerful, adding 
that it was a relic of the mili­
tary era. The focus of which 
is “to keep Nigeria one” be­
cause o f the divisive ten­
dency in the past which led 
to the civil war.

“But we no longer have 
regions, oniy slates, thirty six 
in number. It is “business as 
usual” orientation for any one 
to think or believe that my 
state or a combination o f 
states can attempt to secede 
in the present situation”.

 ̂‘Thep^s^ibiHf^ dr tfireht 
of secession’osrciyifrwar has1 
alw ays been used as a justifi-

By Kayode Ajibola,
I Correspondent (Abeokuta)  
cation o f massive federal 
pow er the situation has 
changed”. He noted.

Dr. Soleye hammering on 
the need to reduce power at 
the centre explained that coup 
d’etat has always been against 
the state governments add­
ing that in a true federation, 
states should be able to com­
bine to foil a coup d’etat.

Soleye who gave kudos to 
the past leaders of Ogun State 
praised the achievements 
made so far by the incumbent 
governor of the state Otunba 
Gbenga Daniel.

The former minister of fi­
nance, argued that the entire 
military apparatus should not 
be controlled by the federal 
government alone, according 
to him, constitutional provi­
sions for such arrangement

should be possible wherebv 
the military and the police :r 
reach state under control ot 
the state government wi:: 
full power of the internal use 
only.

Dr. Soleye who advisee 
well meaning of the state to 
come out and contest for elec­
tive posts in 2007 general elec­
tions, said this was the on : > 
means to main the status quo 
being created by the Otunb;: 
Daniel led administration.

Also speaking on the a- 
pect of the Nigerian environ 
ment that affects Ogun State 
said that the north/south di­
chotomy was the noise of 
politicisms w'ho want pow er 
at all cost.

“It is the song o f those 
who keep looking back to the " 
good days” of unearned in­
come, of exhibitionism and i >; 
mypic patriotism”. He de­
clared

Taxi driver returns 
missing handset

A 30-year-old taxi driver 
/ \  in Abuja on Sunday re 

X  Vported the discovery 
of a GSM handset that a pas­
senger forgot in his taxi.
The taxi driver, Mr.Isaac 
Olalekan Awe, told Daily Trnst 
that he picked three passen­
gers in his red coloured Nissan 
Sunny taxi cab with registra­
tion no.AZ527 RBC around 
5pm on Sunday.

By Nasir I main, Abuia 
\ Property Editor

turn see dis komputa hand­
set in the back seat of m\ 
taxi.”
Mr.Awe said that he was sui- 
prised to see the hand set, a 
Nokia model, according u 
him “ na dis open and close 
type”
He said anyone v/ho thinks 

! His words “na drop I de do o! the hfaidjet may be his • 
1 th«5 peojjI^’sSy maiie11! carrv >L shOTlcrcffl rtb*
j, thett»jpftifp<5f“t 'ds'%*e,fe£e}f with rirbBY'Y>fs o\frm?r?V‘f' 
j' the Airport they com drop bat 08036446757; 0806565 ~ '
I aslcom otfrom datsideljust and 0803681895.



P a g e  3 8 D a i l y  T r u s t i .; T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y  7 , 2 0 0 6aCSI

T he Z am fara S tate  
C o m m issio n er  for 
R e lig io u s  A ffa ir s , 

Alhaji Wakkaia Muhammad, 
has called on Muslims in the 

i country to condemn the 
Republic o f Denmark and its 
associates over the recent 

^blasphemous cartoon 
against the Holy Prophet in 

; one of its newspapers.

Census

From Saiisu Zakari 
M aradun, Correspondent

Gusau
Alhaji Muhammad made 

the call in Gusas during the 
commissioning o f twelve 
houses lu ilt bv the state’s 
Z akkat and adowrnent 
Board tor Orpn.sms and the 
Less Privileged

2006:
Jigawa respondents 
ignorant of exercise
A s the forthcoming 

national headcount 
draw s nearer, 

respondents in Jigawa State 
i seem to be ignorant o f  the 
| exercise, according to Daily 
'"'"ust investigations.

Investigations in Dutse, 
j the state capital and 
environs, show that many 

eople interview ed were 
I ignorant of the forthcoming 
leen sus.

According to a respondent 
n Dutse, Malam Sani Zai,

! although I was, aware that 
! the exercise was postponed 
| tc March, I’m not aware o f  
; any date about the exercise. I 
k now  b efore  it w as 
p o stp o n ed , but I am not 
aware o f  any new date for the 
exercise,” he said.

A nother resp on d en t, 
Hajiya Maituwo, said she did 
not even know about any 
development on the census 
exercise.

Similarly, some thought 
the trial census 

conducted late last year was 
the real one

A ccord in g  to Malaga 
Sham su A li, a farmer, ‘T

From Hassan A. Karol!,
Correspondent Dutse J  

thought the exercise
conducted last year was the 
only one; or is there another 
one again?” he asked.

When D a ily . Trust
contacted offi i ds o the 
national census if Dutse on 
the effort to mobilizing the 
people an official who  
claimed anonvrr : disclosed 
that due ro the change of the 
com m issioner recently, 
efforts at m obih/ation the 
populace for tnc exercise 
would commencc iater.

Responding to our 
re p o rte r’s questions 
H ow ever, the s ta te ’s 
Information Com m issioner 
Abba Umar Kukuma said  
already, a committee had been 
set up under the s ta te ’s 
Deputy Governor, Ibrahim 
Hassan Hadejia, "We have 
set up a committee under the 
deputy governor traditional 
rulers, opinion leaders and 
others as members and we 
sha'il soon <;<•■:>fiuue to 
actively mobilize our people 
for w’l effective s ; w d u u t^ v  
he affirmed.

re said there was no 
reason whatsoever for any 
M uslim in the world to 
associate h im self with 
Denmark going by what it 
had done against the religion 
oflslam.

According to him, there is 
also the need for Muslim 
countries to em ulate the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by 
disengaging themselves from 
any transactions with 
Denmark.

He aiso said that unless 
Muslims become united, the 
desired goals would not be 
achieved against the enemies 
of Islam, in his words, ‘We 
have to unite to fight those 
enemies of our religion.” 

The com m issioner said 
that Muslims wherever they 
are shouid eusure the 
protection of their religion, 
even if it means sacrificing 
their lives to get the blessings 
of Allah.

Wakkaia remarked that the 
religion of Islam basically

preaches p eace, love and 
unity, “but that d oes not 
mean to keep silent when it is 
attacked by anybody. It is the 
duty of its followers to stand 
firm  and protect it. We 
therefore condemn the 
attitude of Denmark and its 
leaders,” he emphasized.

Earlier in his remarks, the 
chairn an, Board of Directors 
of the board, Alhaji Sarkin

Sheikh AbduUahi 
Institute wins Hijra quiz
S

I  M 1 11 1 1t| heikh Abdullahi Islamic 
.Institute has emerged 
Fthe w inner o f 1427 

Hijrah quiz organized by 
Muslim Council of Nigeria 
(MCON) in Kaduna 

The institu te  defeated 
NASFAT Islamic School and 
four other Islamic institutions 
to the top position in the final 
o f the competition, which 
covered Quranic recitation.

Ministry pledges support to 
Gwagwalada hospital

T lhe Minister o f State for 
Health, Mrs. Helen 
Esuene, h i;- said that the 

ministry w ill continue to 
support Gwagwalada Specialist 
Hospital in tht Federal Capital 
Territory to attain its full 
capacity of 500 beds from its 
present capacity of 350 beds.

The minister, who stated this 
in Abuja, said there was the need 
to upgrade the hospital’s status 
and its personnel and
equipment.

She commended the
management of the hospital for 
its ability to get accreditation for 
residency training programmes 
for the Department Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and that o f  
Surgery,

She a l s o  commended the 
hospital's HIV/AIDS 
a* Oyranvoes and urgeo the- 
lospita! . A c-re!en: In its

Bv Abdullahi M. Gulioma,
Reporter

efforts to address the menace.
The minister said also that the 

ministry would collaborate with 
the Ministry o f  Water 
Resources to address the 
problem of water shortage in 
hospitals.

She also stressed the need for 
health professionals to prepare 
for a disease she referred to as 
:bird flu’, which emanated from 
Asia and Europe in order to save 
the country.

Earlier in his remarks, the 
medical director of Gwagwaiada 
Specialist Hospital, D r. Nandu! 
Durfa, said that the hospital has 
thirty-two consultants in 
various fields and svor sixty 
tnean;ai officers and otiici 
me^ieai staff

IG warns 
journalists 
on alleged
f

police 
strike

i The Deputy Governor o f Lagos State, ChiefFemi Pedro, in a group photograph with the National War College (NWC) team that visited the governor's 
| ojfice, Alausa, during the team's tour o f  military and police establisments... recently

Pawa M alam i, urged the 
p eo p le  o f  the sta te , 
p articu lar ly  the w ea lth y  
m em bers, to con trib ute  
im m e n se ly  to the
development oflslam.

He said the board would 
continue to execute charity 
projects for orphans and the 
destitute across the state sc 
that they would have a sense 
of belonging in the society.

From Abdul Raheem Aodu,
: Correspondent, Kaduna ' 
Fiqh, Nahw, Imlav and Jnshan 
areas.

Sheikh Abdullahi polled 57 
points, with NASFAT on 
55.67 points. Anwarus 
Sa’adat Institute was third 
with 54.83 points; Ma’ahad 
Thaqafat trailed  in fifth 
position with 53.17 points, 
w hile Hayahuden Islam ic  
School came sixth and last 
am ong the finalists on 51

Eleven Islamic institutions 
acros the metropolis entered 
for the quiz, which is one of 
the programmes lined up to 
com m en su rate  the new 
HijrahtxiRasul (1427) Islamic 
Year

Other events scheduled to 
mark the Hijrah week include 
career gu id a n ce  and 
c o u n se lin g  b illed  for 
T hursday at U m ar B in  
K hattab Islam ic C entre, 
Tudun N upawa, Kaduna; 
v is its  to h o sp ita ls  and 
cloth ing the needy, match 
parade at the Murtala Square 
on Saturday as well as night 
lectures.

The new H ijrah  
commemoration week will be 
rouflded o ff  on Sunday " i t h  
the launch and fund raising 
ceremony fciiied for Gamji 
Multipui«bsi- Ftarf, Kaduna 

1 'A* -

Z >v Shehu Abubakar
Reporter

r~ ii 'Sic Inspector General o f
J  ‘’o lic s ,  Mr. Sunday  
JL. >abriel Ehinder • hat 

wame < umafists m N neem
to stop ]: (Wishing «otie> on
the propo: ?d strike actum by 
p o lic e m e n  or risk  b ein g  
arrested and forced to rev eal 
their source o f  information

Mr. Ehindero, v.ho gave 
the w arn ing w hen  he j 
addressed newsm en • his 
office Friday, said he regTets 
that the Nigerian press d;d 
not show much concern or. 
the alleged killing o f  seven 
policemen in Rivers Sta'.e but 
instead decided to promote 
stories on the police stnkc 
action.

The IGP, who said he w ept 
when he heard that sev en o f  
his men were ambushed and 
shot to death, expressed his 
regret that N igerians h ive ! 
little pity for policemen • the 
country.

“Of iate, there have *ven 
reports in one or *o 
newspapers referring an
alleged threat o f  a striki 
group o f  persons p< rponmg ; 
to represent the intere - ot 
junior officers of the fv . na 
Police. From the • a! V- <Je 
tour o f  the 
Tnspectors-General 
the; purported threat 
does not exist. It is a 
o f  the imagination 
se c tio n  o f  a d isg n u  
element aimed at ^au 
disaffection within tiie i.n 
ranks of the police.

“The police author i 
wish to unequivocally 
any such persons or gn 
sponsoring or champio; 
the d issa tis fa c tio n  
attempting to in eik  p* 
officers o f  any rank . ■ c; 
in their own interest. 
the group might t.-e 
id en tify  tne pe> „■. 
defaulters, the iGP au

He urged politem e’’. 
country to refrain iron, 
idea o f  going on str  k; a 
the issues raised it; the . 
of the threat for :he si 
were being addressee bv 
police authorities.

rae
jf i:

iday Ehinden



FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE, GOMBE 
GOMBE STATE

STAFFVACANCIES
Applications are hereby invited from qualified and interested candidates for the 
following positions:<

1. CONSULTANTS
{ONE each in Histopathology, Nephrology and General Surgery}

a. Minimum qualification requirements:- MBBS, in addition to professional 
qualification of the relevant Postgraduate Medical College or its equivalent 
registrable with the Medical and Dental Council ofNigeria.

b. Salary:- HAPSS 15.

2. MEDICAL OFFICERS/RESIDENTS - 06
a. Candidates should possess MBBS or its equivalent, registrable with the 

Medical and Dental Council in addition to having completed the NY SC 
programme.

b. Salary:-HAPSS 12.

3. MEDICAL OFFICER (DENTAL) - 01
a. Candidate should possess BDS or its equivalent, registrable with the 

Medical and Dental Council ofNigeria in addition to having completed 
the NYSC programme.

b. Salary:-HAPSS 12.

4. STAFF NURSES/MIDWIVES - 20
(i) Candidates should possess the NRN and/or NRM or equivalent 

qualification and who has been duly registered with the Nursing & 
Midwifery Council ofNigeria.

(ii) Salary:-HATISS 6.

5. RADIOGRAPHERS - 02
a. Candidates for this post should possess B.sc Radiography or its equivalent 

registrable with the Radiographers Registration Board ofNigeria in 
addition to having completed the NY SC Programme

b. Salary:-HATISS 8.

6. MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTISTS (In Haematology] - 02
a. Candidates should possess BMLS or its equivalent registrable with the

Medical Laboratory Science Council ofNigeria in addition to having 
completed the NYSC programme

7. PHARMACISTS - 02
a. Candidates should possess B. Pharm registrable with the Pharmacy 

Council ofNigeria in addition to having completed NY SC programme.
b. Salary:-HATISS 9.

8. COMPUTER PROGRAMME ANALYST - 01
a. Candidates should posses B.sc/HND in Computer or its equivalent, in 

addition to having completed NYSC programme and 5years of experience 
in computer programming.

b. Ability to design/develop software in visual programming environment
c. Knowledge of hardware repairs/maintenance
d. Ability to implement and maintain VSAT/VOIP Installation
e. Salary:-HATISS 8.

CONDITION OF SERVICE:- As obtained in other Federal Tertiary Health 
Institutions in Nigeria.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:- 10 copies each of type written applications, 
Curriculum Vitae and relevant credentials addressed to:<

THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR,
FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE,
P.M.B. 0037,
GOMBE, 
GOMBE STATE.

Candidates should ask three of their referees to submit their report directly to the 
address above.

CLOSING DATE:- Two weeks from the date of this advertisement. Only short­
listed candidates will be contacted for interviews.

SIGNED: 
MANAGEMENT

THE NATIONAL POPULATION COMMISSION

ORGANISES 
A ONE - DAY SENSITIZATION WORKSHOP 
(NORTH WEST GEO-POLITICAL EDITION)

FOR
CIVIL SOCIETY FOR ORGANIZATIONS

ON
THE CONDUCT OF THE 2006 POPULATION 

AND HOUSING CENSUS v

DATE: Thursday, 9th February, 2006 

VENUE: Gusau Hotel, Gusau, Zamfara state.

TIME: 9.00 am prompt
m k  «. ■

AIM: To enhance the participation of civil society organizations in the Census 
! 2006 process 

OBJECTIVES:

a. To brief the civil society groups on the level of preparations for the 

conduct of the 2006 population and housing census, the 

methodologies and procedures to be adopted

b. To sensitize the civil society groups on their expected roles in the 

conduct of the 2006 population and housing census

c. To come out with mutually acceptable mechanisms for the monitoring 

of the 2006 Census by civil society groups

PARTICIPATION: Representatives of civil society organizations from 

Kano,Kaduna, Jigawa, Katsina, Sokoto, Kebbi and Zamfara states.

Opening Ceremony To Be Performed By: His Excellency, Ahmed Sanni 

Yerima, Executive Governor of Zamfara state

PAPERS TO BE PRESENTED:

a. The Methodology And Status Of Preparations For The 2006 Population 

And Housing Census by a representative of the Commission;

b. The Role of the Civil Society Organizations in the conduct of the 

2006 Population and Housing Census by a representative of

National Orientation Agency / Office of the Special Adviser to the President on 

Civil Society;

c. Modalities For Monitoring The 2006 Census - NPC’s Perspective and

d. Modalities And Procedures For Monitoring The 2006 Census - The 

Civil Society Groups’ Perspective to be delivered by a representative 

of the civil societies.

The paper presentations will be followed by a plenary session and discussion 

after which a communique will be issued.

YOU ARE ALL CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE EVENT. 

...BE A PART OF THE FUTURE SUPPORT CENSUS 2006.

BE COUNTED

Chairman 

National Population Commission ,

Announcer

P a g e D aily Trust Tuesday, February 7 .20<t ir ■*



police purse through 
Nasarawa State roads could

to open up the road 
ward vehicular traffic.

Bank delegation and senior 
highway engineer for Africanor build schools and hospitals

Daily Trust T u esd a y , F e b r u a r y  7, 2 0 0 5

Tanker drivers, Mopol clash 
closes Makurdi-Lafia road
A full day of violent 

clash between lorry 
drivers , and a unit of 

the Mobile Police checkpoint 
along Makurdi-Lafia road at 
the weekend shut the road 
for vehicular traffic.

The clash, which began 
Friday night and ended past 
4pm of Saturday, according 
to stranded passengers, fol­
lowed a heated misunder­
standing between a driver of 
911 Mercedes lorry and the 
Mopol unit, for the refusal of 
the former to pay N20 gratifi­
cation.

At daybreak, Daily Trust 
learnt from rioting motorists 
that for the driver.’s refusal to 
pay the gratification, the 
armed policemen made him to 
do a frog jump, just as they 
stripped him naked publicly.

But the attempt to make 
other defiant motorists go 
through the same experience

NOA 
prepares 

for census
From Aideloje Ojo, Minna

The National Orientation 
Agency (NOA) in Niger 
State has redeployed 

twenty-five local government 
orientation officers for effec­
tive mobilisation of the people 
at the grass roots for the suc­
cess of the forthcoming cen­
sus 2006.

In an interview with the 
Daily Trust in Minna, the 
state’s director of the agency, 
Alhaji Danladi Abdulhammed, 
explained that the redeploy­
ment of its twenty-five orien­
tation officers from one local 
government area to another 
within the state was to enable 
the NOA to carry out its as­
signments of sensitising the 
people for the headcount 
slated for next month.

The NOA boss further ex­
plained that the agency had 
mandated its staff in rural ar­
eas to embark on a tour of vil­
lages with a view to educating 
the people on the importance 
of the census.

Abdulhameed said that 
the enlightenment campaign in 
the villages on the census by 
the agency had become nec­
essary because most of the 
people were fanners who were 
likely to go to their farms on 
census days if not properly in­
formed.

The director also said that 
the agency was working to­
wards a peaceful conduct of 
elections in the state in 2007.

He explained that NOA had 
identified four local govern­
ment areas that are flash points 
in terms of electoral disputes 
and crises.

The director said the 
agency had already embarked 
on peace missions to the j 
troubled spots to prevail on ! 
the people not to be involved 
in any form of crisis during the I 
elections. Abdulhameed said 
that the agency was satisfied 
with the response of the people I 
on the need to maintain peacc 
and order during campaign for j 
elective posts.

He implored them to avoids 
being used to cause trouble ; 
during elections by selfish i

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent, Makurdi 

brought the policemen into 
incurring the wrath of com­
mercial drivers who by then, 
had mobilised for a reprisal 
attack. The attack, according 
to one Mustafa who was 
enroute Enugu from Sokoto, 
was fierce, but no lives were 
lost apart from serious inju­
ries.

“We passed through 
many states but never did we 
experience what is obtained 
in Nasarawa State. Here, the 
number of police roadblocks 
far outweighed that of five 
states put together,” cried out 
Mustafa, who added that 
what he alone generated into

amount to his daily savings.
Daily Trust observation 

showed that the clash, which 
started around the meeting 
point between Benue and 
Nasarawa states ensued a 
stampede that finally closed 
down the road with a long 
queue, which spanned about 
lOkms.

Benue State police com­
missioner Mr. Ibezimako 
Aghanya was contacted for 
an official comment, but he 
declined, claiming that the 
MOPOL unit is not under 
Benue State command. How­
ever, Daily Trust gathered 
that the intervention of the 
Nasarawa State government 
brought the rioting motorists

Following the approval of 
the proposal for more 
access roads in Kaduna 

by the state’s Assembly, the 
Kaduna State government 
plans to build seven new roads 
in addition to seventeen other 
roads and bridges currently 
under construction.

Governor Ahmed 
Mohammed Makarfi, who dis­
closed this to Daily Trust when 
he received in his office a joint 
delegation from the World Bank 
and the federal government, 
said when the twenty-four road 
networks and bridges are com­
pleted, they will ease the trans­
portation of farm produce to 
urban settlements.

He said the essence of the 
road network, apart from link­
ing people and places together, 
was to boost agriculture by 
making the rural areas acces­
sible to developments and so­
cial amenities.

‘Rural area accessibility is 
every important. You cannot

Makarfi to build seven 
new roads in 2006

when the area is not linked by 
road. This is why the govern­
ment is considering con­
structing more roads in the 
state. Thirty-five road net­
works and bridges have been 
completed since 1999 till date 
by our administration; seven­
teen others are under con­
struction and we have gotten 
clearance and approval to 
build seven more roads this 
year.”

He added that the legisla­
tors had approved the siting 
of the roads and that work 
would soon commence on 
them. He urged the delegation 
to start whatever project they 
have for Kaduna in his ten­
ure so that others can come 
and build on it.

The leader of the World

The secretary o f ACF. Col. Hammeed Ali rtd, standing making a speech right, Dr. Abubakar Saddique Mohammed, centre, and Lt. General 
Y'ictor Malu rtd. at the Arewa consultative forum general assembly meeting held in Kaduna. Pix Shehu K. Goro.

2007: INEC boss pledges free, fair elections
M. O  '  a proper electronic authenti-

The chairman of the In­
dependent National 
Electoral Commission 

(INEC), Professor Moris Iwu, 
has reiterated the pledge of 
the commission to conduct­
ing free and fair elections 
come 2007.

Speaking at a courtesy 
call he paid to the executive 
governor of Sokoto State, 
Alhaji Attahiru Dalhatu 
Bafarawa, Professor Iwu said 
the commission was making 
a pledge that by the time 2007 
comes and goes, Nigerians 
wo^ld be able to say that “we 
have had free and fair elec­
tions.”

Professor Iwu explained 
that INEC officials were go­
ing round the country to ex­
plain to the people that they 
are set for credible elections 
and that they are highly com­
mitted to free and fair elec­
tions come 2007. adding that 
it will be wrong to take any 
decision without first con­
sulting with the Nigerian 
people. .. . . .

“We have done our stra­
tegic planning as far back as 
last year, and w e went on

From Abdulfai Addul Salam.
Correspondent Sokoto

streets to consult the people 
whom we believe are the ulti­
mate m asters in the 
democratisation process.” He 
pointed out that they had 
gone far and wide in 
sensitising Nigerians on the 
exercise.

The chairman stressed 
also that they are fully pre­
pared to sustain this democ­
racy which “our fore fathers 
fought for,” noting that this 
is the time for them to plan 
and that they have decided 
to do it in a very careful and 
calculated manner.

Professor Iwu said they 
decided to open a political 
space to make it possible for 
the sons of the rich and the 
daughters of the poor to have 
equal say and equal stake in 
the political dispensation of 
democracy in Nigeria.

In his words, “if those 
who founded democracy as

simply
emmeni

:pa w a rt, it«b£.« . .
, they would have 
iefined it as the gov- 
o f the rich bv the rich

for the rich, but they did not 
do that.” He stressed that if 
they wanted it to be elite de­
mocracy, they would have 
said government of the elite 
by the elite, for the masses, 
but they did not.

Speaking on the stake­
holders forum just completed 
by the commission, Professor 
Iwu explained that they had 
gone round the country to 
sensitize the citizenry on 2007 
elections.

The INEC chairman stated 
that they examined the past 
electoral systems in the last 
twenty-three years and noted 
that the voters register com­
pilation was not perfect, the 
methods of voting were not 
okay and also knew that the 
results that came out from 
those elections were not per­
fect.

Professor Iwu said they 
therefore abandoned the way 
of the old and that they had 
been able to put in place a 
system that as far as human 
actm iksw atQ .concsrued. , 
would be able to give a fair 
election. This he noted is the 
electronic voter register with

proper
cation of voters’ register with 
proper communication sys­
tems through electronic 
transmission of results of 
elections.

Speaking earlier, the ex­
ecutive governor of Sokoto 
State, Alhaji Attahiru 
Bafarawa, said the assign­
ment for the INEC chairman 
was enormous, noting that 
Prof. Iwu is the chief determi­
nant for a credible govern­
ment come 2007.

Bafarawa noted that he 
heard him very well on his 
good plan of action for the 
2007 election in this country, 
stating that the implementa­
tion is always the problem and 
that he should guide against 
financial problems which he 
said may hinder the good ini­
tiatives.

“If you are financially 
sound, you will be transpar­
ent, and also be account­
able.” He therefore urged him 
to do more on .the education 
and enlightenment of the 
people on the electronic vot­
ing system

Transport (AFTTR), Mr Ben 
Geriene, said Kaduna State I 
had been selected alongside 
Osun and Akwa Ibom states j 
by the World Bank for assis­
tance in road development in 
rural areas.

Mr. Geriene said the World 
Bank project, which wi 11 gulp 
$50m, had to do with con­
struction of rural roads a id is 
tagged ‘Rural Access and 
Mobility Project' (RAMPi.

“This project will be man­
aged by the Kaduna State gov-1 
emment with the support of 
development areas The rel­
evant areas have been identi­
fied and work would soon 
start. The project is meant to 
assist people in rural areas 
where agricultural activitiesi 
are high. When concluded, 
the road project will harness j 
the potential that abound m j 
the rural areas,” he said

The project'is also ex­
pected to boost-’the siting of 
cottage industries in rural ar­
eas.

Census: 
Immigration 

set to 
assist NPC
| From Lagos, Bola Ojuoia

The Comptroller Generaf 
of Nigeria Immigration 
Service, Mr. Chukwura 

Udeh, has said that the I mi­
gration Service is set to coop­
erate with the National IVpu-l 
lation Commission (NPCi to 
ensure a successful cens,.v 

Udeh told Daily Tn. - in| 
Lagos at the weekend thatj 
apart from their prepare. - ess 
towards the March census, the! 
Immigration Service had ..Isoi 
introduced a new contr ed 
stamp for the Nigerian pass­
port.

According to him. the ”cw 
stamp, with inbuilt securi el­
ements, is to replace the old! 
one and ensure that the sta np 
is not just what anybodx can 
buy across the counter. 1 he 
Immigration boss also saic i fiat 
it became necessary to alway s 
improve on existing materials 
for security reasons.

On the issue of prostitu­
tion, he said the sen ice v. as 
working with other bodies ."id 
agencies to fight human traf­
ficking.

He stated that apart from ar­
rest of these girls who ti .nel 
abroad to engage in prostitu­
tion, men of the Immigration 
also discourage such people 
from such disgraceful trade 

“We are seizing thi> opp< r- 
tunity to discourage young 
Nigerians who are promised 
employment abroad because 
such employment mav *iot ex­
ist and they may end up in 
prostitution.”

Udeh also noted that the act 
is damaging the image of the 
country. He however promised 
that they will not stop am t- 
ing those caught, adding it 
they will be handed over to! 
appropriate authorities fonj 
prosecution.

Meanwhile, he said Nigeri-j 
ans can get their passports! 
within 48 hours as the Inmiutf *. 
tion service is developing hu­
man capacity to ensure ct'ti- 
ciency and quality sen ice'
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Easy Steps 
To Access BOI 
Facilities
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ALGON holds workshop 
on disaster management

T  .he A ssociation o f 
Local Government of 
Nigeria (ALGON) will, 

in collaboration with the 
African Disaster Foundation, 
organise a national workshop

Gidado vows to 
rid NURTW of 

corrupt officials
T he president o f  the 

National Union o f 
Road Transport Work­

ers Union (NURTW), Alhaji 
Gidado Hamman, has vowed 
to rid the union of corrupt 
officials and advised people 
with fraudulent intentions to 
take their exit. *

Gidado, who spoke with 
newsmen in Abuja yesterday, 
said that the union’s current 
reform programme would not 
accommodate people whose 
primary goal was'to embezzle 
funds.

Speaking specifically on 
the union’s crisis in Lagos, 
Gidado dismissed claims by 
the suspended state chair­
man that he was being perse­
cuted for attending a political 
rally.

He said that the headqu­
arters received over 1,000 
petitions against the chairman 
who assumed office in Septe­
mber 2003.

To tackle the Lagos prob­
lem, he said the headquarters 
subsequently organised twe­
lve meetings with all stakeh­
olders of that branch, but co­
uld not resolve the disagre­
ements.

Among allegations agai- 
—nst the chairman, he said, we­

re the illegal sale of the uni­
on’s plot in Lagos, his alleged 
membership of a secret cult 
and the over-levying of mem­
bers.

Gidado said that a probe 
committee set up by the hea­
dquarters and chaired by the 
chairman of the Ogun State 
branch of the union, Alhaji 
Tajudeen Baruwa, found the 
chairman guilty of seven out 
of the nine allegations against 
him.

He wondered why the 
suspended chairman could 
link his suspension to a rally 
he attended in August when 
he was initially supposed to 
be suspended in May.

“In any case, the union is 
not against anyone attending 
a political meeting. Members 
have rights to belong to any 
political party, but you can 
only go there as an individual, 
not as the organisation,” he 
explained.

He expressed dismay that 
; some members, whose sole 
aim was to hijack the organi­
sation, were ironically fond of 

| breaking its constitution. 
Gidado also spoke on 

some state officials’ insistence 
on remaining in office long 
after their constitutional ten­
ure had expired.

“It shocks me a lot that an 
official will not vacate his 

j office even after the expiration 
j of his tenure. The union’s 
position is clear in this regard. 

r Every one must always go 
back to the electorate to test 
his popularity before coming

From Suleiman 
Muhammed. Regional 

Editor (Lagos)
on safety and disaster mana­
gement forthe 774 local gover­
nm ent councils in the 
country, from 13lh February 
2006.

The workshop, according 
to ALGON Secretary General 
Chief Chris Agbobu, is being 
organised to strengthen the 
capacity of local governments 
in safety and disaster manag­
ement. It will hold in four 
zones effective from February 
13* in Abuja for FCT, Plateau, 
Nasaraw a, Niger, Benue, 
Bomo, Adamawa, Kogi, Bau­
chi nd Gombe states under 
group A.

According to ALGON 
scribe, Group B, comprising 
Lagos, Ogun, Ekiti, Osun, 
Ondo, Oyo, Edo and Kwara 
states, will take place in Lagos 
from February 20th to 22nd 
while Group C workshop will 
hold in Kaduna, to be atten­
ded by council chairmen from 
Sokoto, Kaduna, Kano, Zamf­
ara, Kebbi, Katsina, Jigawa, 
Yobe and Taraba states.

The workshop will also 
hold from March 6,h to 8th in 
Port Harcourt for Group D 
partic ipants, com prising 
Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, Cross 
Tiver, Akwa Ibom, Enugu, 
Imo, Anambra, Abia and 
Ebonyi states.

Chief Agbobu said topics 
for deliberations include the 
role of local governments in 
em ergency response and 
management, safety manage­
ment and accident prevention, 
principles o f  em ergency 
management and planning, 
among other topics.

The target participants 
include leaders of state Hou­
ses Assemblies, supervising 
councillors in charge of works 
and environment, chairmen 
o f house com m ittees on 
works and environm ent; 
directors of personnel mana­
gement and heads of works 
and environment departm­
ents, among others.

The workshop became 
necessary in view of series of 
disasters occurring across 
the country with little manag­
ement capacity of relevant 
authorities.

The Media Trust Limited’s Editorial Board Chairman, Malam Is’haq Modibbo Kawu (I), discussing with the Corporate 
Affairs Officer, Malam Yusuf Ozi-Usman at the just concluded 3rd Trust Annual Dialogue in Abuja.

Katsina judges want more funding
h a ri’ah co u rt indt»es in ** ^

o
hari’ah court judges in 
K atsina State have 

' flayed the state govern­
ment over its inadequate 
funding of the judicial arm of 
government, even as they 
decried the monthly grant of 
N700, 000.00 allotted to the 
arm, as opposed to NIOm 
given to the legislative arm of 
government in the state.

The Shari’ah court jud­
ges, led by the association’s 
chairman, Alhaji Hamisu 
Malumfashi, described lack of 
funding as a major problem 
that hinders the effective 
perform ance o f jud icial 
services generally.

They also decried lack of 
accommodation in their pla­
ces of work and the inability 
of the government to extend 
its vehicle loan scheme to 
them and other initiatives to 
improve their welfare.

From Lawal Ibahim.
i Correspondent (Katsina)

Lamenting the disparity 
in the monthly subvention of 
N700, 000.00 to N 10m rece­
ived by the state’s legislative 
arm, the members called on 
the state government to have 
a change of heart to accord 
the judiciary arm of govern­
ment the recognition it dese­

rved.
They called on the state’s 

House of Assembly to hasten 
the passage of a bill on the 
Criminal Shari’ah Procedure 
Code that would allow 
Shari’ah judges to adjudicate 
criminal Shari’ah court cases 
in the state. Consequently, 
they appealed to the emir of 
Katsina to use his good offi­
ces in appealing to the state

governor to give due recogn 
ition to the judiciary in the j 
state.

In his response, the Emi - 
of Katsina, Dr. Muhammadu j 
Kabir Usman, assured them 
that his Emirate would surel> j 
forward their complaints to I 
the state government, and j 
called on the judges to disch- j 
arge their duties without fear 
or favour.

PCN commences orientation 
programmes for medicine vendors

f~ - ■ U . . .L 1 ...I  I

T
Ihe Pharmacists Cou­
ncil ofNigeria (PCN) 
has commenced orien­

tation programmes for the 
3,077 newly licensed patent 
and proprietary medicine 
vendors for an improved

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Senior Reporter

Resource control: FG to assist 
to communities, individuals
Ihe federal government 
has said that it is put­
ting in place the neces­

sary legal framework that will 
guarantee greater and sustai­
nable benefits for resource- 
rich communities and indivi­
duals in the country.

This is coming on the 
heels of incessant upheavals 
in the Niger Delta over expl­
oitation and environmental 
neglect of the region by the 
federal governm ent and 
multinational oil companies.

Bayo Ojo, Attorney Gen­
eral o f the Federation and the 
Minister of Justice, disclosed 
this in Lagos in his opening 
remarks at the International 
Bar A ssociation/SEERIL 
regional conference.

He regretted that the issue 
in tor another term, ’ defil-, (of reso^eKoQtpQl/hasL'bfiB

i Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondent (Lagos)

icization.
“It seems that the heig­

htening agitation for resource 
control and the perennial rest­
iveness of the oil-producing 
communities are a metaphor 
for depicting the neglect and 
underdevelopment of those 
communities,” he added.

Ojo further defended the 
federal government’s camp­
aign of local content in the 
nation’s oil and gas industry, 
saying that the drive is aimed 
at stimulating the emergence 
o f indigenous companies 
while also encouraging fore­
ign investments and partici­
pation in a manner that would 
bring great benefits to the

expected to propose approp­
riate legal mechanism for 
actualizing the local content 
policy which may be a more 
pragmatic response to the 
quest for resource control,” 
Ojo said.

The minister also spoke 
on the ongoing reform in the 
Power Holding Company of 
Nigeria (PHCN), saying that 
the gesture is designed to 
improve the lackluster perfor­
mance of the National Electric 
Power Authority (NEPA), as 
well as instill sanity in the 
power section.

This, he explained, is 
evident in the inauguration of 
the National Electricity Regul­
atory Commission (NERC), 
the passage of the Electric Po­
wer Reform Bill and the esta-
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healthcare delivery in the 
country.

The council’s registrar, 
Pharm. Ahmed T. Mora, who 
disclosed this in Abuja during 
an interactive session with 
newsmen, called on Nigerians 
to always access their over- 
the-counter drug needs in 
registered pharmacies and 
obtain basic home remedies 
from licensed patent medicine 
shops with the council’s sign 
post.

Pharm. Mora said the 
council, in its bid to ensure 
that standards are maintained 
in pharmacy practice, revie­
wed the guidelines for the 
establishment o f pharmacy 
programmes in nation’s univ­
ersities, pharmacy technician 
training manual, internship 
training manual, orientation 
programme for foreign trained 
pharmacists, as well as the 
review of the log book for 
internees.

He said the gazette of the 
council’s regulations 2005 in 
the Federal Republic o f 
Nigeria official gazette will not 
only boost the power of the

better services which will 
result in improved healthcare 
delivery system to the Nige­
rian public.

According to the regist 
rar, the fundamental provision 
of the new regulations incl­
udes the registration of hosp­
ital pharmacies, empowering 
pharmaceutical inspectors 
and forfeiture of ceased drugs 
to government, specification 
of conditions for operating 
and siting of pharmaceutical 
premises and the provision of 
penalty clause for offenders

Commenting on the signif 
icance of the compendium for 
the minimum acceptable 
standard for the assurance of 
pharmaceutical care to the 
public, Pharm. Mora said “it 
is com pulsory for every 
pharmacy shop to have the 
compendium because it is a 
regulatory work put in place 
by the council as a way of 
redefining pharmacy practice 
and to ensure that the public 
get the best services”.

He said the council had 
embarked on a massive public 
enlightenment campaign to 
let the public know, especially 
those in the rural areas, of the 
kind of services they should
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EGYPT 2006 AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS

Kanu doubtful
*Odiah, Ayila too

Cup
of Nations

Nigeria could be without 
ttiree key players for 
Tuesday’s African Cup of 

Nations semi-final against the 
Ivory Coast.

Abdulkadir Muazu, ihe Super 
Eagles’ team doctor, told BBC 
Sport that defensive midfielder 
Yusuf Ayila has been ruled out,

while Chidi Odiah and striker 
Nwankwo Kanu are major 
doubts.

Ayila, who plays for 
Ukrainian side Dynamo Kiev, has 
been unable to recover from a 
nagging ankle injury.

‘Ayila had been playing with 
so much pain and it got worse in

our last game.
“We ran some medical tests 

and they showed he will not be 
fit for the game on Tuesday,” 
Muazu said.

“It’s unfortunate but he 
needs to rest and not aggravate 
the situation.”

Defender Odiah, who has 
played in every game at the 
tournament, is still a not free of a 
thigh complaint, while Kanu is 
fighting to recover from an ankle 
problem.

“Kanu and Odiah are still

having treatment and I cannot 
say categorically whether they 
will play against Ivory Coast or 
not.

“These are certainly not 
better times for us but we 11 see 
how we can manage the 
situation,” Muazu tola BBC 
Sncrt on Monday.

Shoui i Odiah fail to recover, 
Esperance of Tunisia defender 
Obi ana N aneri is expected to 
replace him.

Tuesday’ *ame is a repeat 
of the semi-fi ial at the 1994 
tournament in Tunisia, which 
Nigeria won 4-2. m penalties after 
a 2-2 draw at the end of extra time.

Nigeria went on to win their 
second African title, beating 
Zambia 2-1 in the final.

Aerial contest.Super Eagles central defender, Joseph Enakhahire, left, with Tunisia’s Riadh Jaidi Suspended 
Enakhahire will bejoined in the dugout by three other starters, Nwankwo Kanu, Yusuf Ayila and Chidi Odiah

Eagles, Elephants 
tussle for final ticket

T Ihe Super Eagles and 
Elephants have a 
gruelling contest that 

must produce a winner today for 
the Saturday’s final of the 25th 
African Cup of Nations. Both 
survived 120 minutes of energy 
sapping quarter- final pairings 
which ended on penalty shoot -  
outs.

Both teams are not only 
evenly match in all departments 
but also lethal with prolific 
players who possess varying 
championships experience. 
Besides, there is the hunger to 
beef up theirNations’ Cup silver 
ware collections with the utmost 
prize: the 

TheEl
of fleet footed players who have 
exhibited more than the resolve 
to lift the trophy by overcoming 
tournament’s favourites, the 
Lions of Cameroun. With 
Chelsea goal poacher Didier 
Drogba on the prowl along with

By Patrick Andrew,
Asst. Head Sports Desk

Drogba takes semi-final centre stage
DonTues

idier Drogba will step 
firmly into the African 
Nations Cup spotlight 

uesday when he leads Ivory 
Coast in their first African 
Nations Cup semi-final 
appearance in a more than a 
decade.

The Chelsea striker is now 
firmly established as the star 
attraction at the tournament in

place in the final.
Drogba overshadowed 

Samuel Eto’o, his rival for the 
African Footballer of the Year 
award later this month, in scoring 
the decisive penalty toput Ivory 
Coast into the last four in a 
dramatic shootout victory over 
Cameroon in Cairo on Saturday.

For team mate Kolo Toure, 
Drogba presents a potentially 
decisive edge in the first 
competitive meeting between 
Ivory Coast and Nigeria since 
die 1994 Nations Cup semi-final 
won by the Nigerians on 
penalties.

“Drogba is a really great 
player and he is something 
special. We are really proud of

Egypt wait on Mido for final push
Egypt are hoping that 

national idol Mido can fire 
'the hosts into the African 

Nations Cup final when they take 
on Senegal today.

Laid low by a groin strain 
suffered in their win over Ivory 
Coast more than a week ago, the 
Tottenham Hotspur striker is 
expected to play some part at 
Cairo’s International Stadium.

Coach Hassan Shehata told 
Egyptian soccer website 
Filgoal.com on Sunday that 
Mido had recovered from his 
injury but stopped short of 
guaranteeing him a start on 
Tuesday.

Mido would line up with 
strike partner Emad Motcab, 
relegating 39-year-old warhorse 
Hossam Hassan to the bench - 
despite his goal in their 4-1 
quarter-final win over DR Congo.

Mido, idolised in Egypt and

goal at this tournament against 
Libya, will not be the only one 
returning for duty.

Mohamed Aboutrika, who 
also scored against the Ivorians, 
is back after serving a one-match 
suspension and rejoins 
Shehata’s five-man midfield.

Ahmed Hassan, with two 
goals against the Congolese, and 
the slick-passing Mohamed 
Barakat provide the real forward 
movement to Shehata’s machine, 
which must now cross the path 
of Senegal’s giant midfielder 
Pape Bouba Diop.

As impressive as Egypt can 
be going forward, particularly 
when roared on by nearly 80,000 
fans, their three-man defence has 
a tendency to panic even when 
light pressure is applied.

Senegal can certainly 
provide that, as Abdoulaye 
Sarr’s men showed when they 

(beat Guinea

3-2 in the quarter-finals without 
El Hadji Diouf, who should be fit 
for Tuesday.

Diouf s usual strike partner 
Henri Camara has pace and a 
clinical finish while playmaker 
Diomansy Kamara has been 
impressive all tournament 

Though they had to battle 
against the Guineans, having 
already lost two of their three 
group games, Sarr is convinced 
his team are riding an upward 
curve. “We’re back to our usual 
form...and we will continue to 
improve,” he told reporters. 
“Game by game, as our fitness 
levels go up, we can only get 
better.”

Up in Alexandria, Nigeria’s 
semi-final against Ivory Coast is 
likely to be a tough battle of 
attrition. Further south, with two 
strong attacks taking on two 
suspect defences, Cairo could be 
the place to be for goals.

what he is a doing for the team.
“It’s going to be a very hard 

game. But now we are in the 
semi-finals, anything can 
happen. We’ve got our chance,” 
saw defender Toure.

Drogba will lead the Ivorian 
attack against a young Nigerian 
side that includes several 
emerging talents with the 
potential to match Drogba’s 
profile in the future.

While Ivory Coast are 
headed to the World Cup in 
Germany and seeking affirmation 
of their future potential at the 
Nations Cup, Nigeria are looking 
for redemption forpast failure.

Coach Augustine Eguavoen 
said failure to qualifyforGermany 
remained a strong motivation for 
success in Egypt.

“We want to compensate for 
missing out on the World Cup 
and also for not winning the 
Nations Cup for a long time.

“We had a little luck in 
-finals

)ut I ve always said that you 
need some luck in tournaments 
like this,” Eguavoen said

Nigeria eliminated 2004 
champions Tunisia on penalties 
in Pon Said on Saturday.

“It’s going to be a very hard 
very physical but we will 

on a equal footing because 
both of us have played extra 
time,” Ivory Coast coach Henri 
Michel tola reporters in Cairo 
prior to his team’s departure for 
Alexandria

PSV ace, Arouna Kone leading 
the offensive and Arsenal 
defender, Kolo Toure in the 
centre of defence, the Elephants 
are quite capable of posing a 
serious threat to the aspiration 
of the Eagles to assuage their 
teeming fans for failing to berth 
at the World Cup in Germany.

But then, the Eagles are 
complex squad difficult to predict 
because of the quality of the 
bench. They are bunch of youths 
with the zest for glory who have 
convincingly established that 
they harbour no ambition but the 
conquest of Africa.

Skipper Austin Okocha, who 
has been out of action, will return 
to provide visionary passes 
which have been lacking in the 
team. His inclusion should buoy 
up the vim in Obafemi Martins 
and Ayo Makinwa and John 
Utaka to deliver the goals.

The Eagles though will have 
a depleted side with Yusuf Ayila, 
Chidi Odiah, super sub, 
Nwankwo Kanu are injured an 
may not play, while Joseph 
Enakhire is suspended for card 
offence.

Eguavoen and Henri Michel, 
who is the only foreign coach 
still in the race and hoping

Calf injury 
rules 

Dindaneout

llock in the game of wits to 
secure victory.

T vr
fmal

"vory Coast attacker Aruna 
Dindane is out o f the 
A frican N ations Cup 

Emals and has retuned to his 
French club Racing Lens 
with a calf injury, Ivorian 
officials said on Monday

The 25-year-old striker 
did not play for his country 
at the tournament in Egypt.

He returned to France 
before the start of the event 
after the death of one of his 
five-m onth-old t v in 
daughters before rejoin>ng 
his team  m ates b efore  
Saturday’s quarter-final win 
over Cameroon in Cairo.

But Dindane was not 
considered for the match 
because o f the calf injury 
picked up during a pre- 
tournament training match 
against German club VfB 
Stuttgart in Abu Dhabi.

Coach Henri Michel told 
reporters on Monday that 
Dindane’s brief return to the 
squad after attending his 
daughter’s funeral in France 
had been a boost for the team 
but that the injury would take 
several weeks to heal.

He said it was better for 
Dindane to seek treatment at 
his club.

The Ivory CSast play in 
Tuesday’s Nations Cup semi­
final against N igeria in 
Alexandria.

We fear nobody, says 
Senegal coachsenegal may have 

struggled to qualify for 
the African Nations Cup 

but their coach Abdoulaye Sair 
said they feared nobody even 
with an imposing semi-final on 
Tuesday against hosts Egypt 

Sarr admitted playing the 
four-time winners would be a 
tough experience but the manner 
in which the 2002 finalists were 
improving gave him hope.

“We got to the quarter-finals 
having struggled to qualify,” 
said Sarr, who is in charge of his 
first African Nations Cup.

“Now we are not considered 
favourites, but, we fear nobody.” 

Senegal struggled to qualify 
for the last eight, losing two of 
their matches and only going 
through on marginally better goal 
difference before a much

improved performance saw' them 
beat previously unbeaten 
Guinea 3-2 in the quarter-finals.

“The Teranga Lions 
(Senegal) are playing the hosts 
in their back garden,” said the 
coach.

“We have no pressure on 
us, we are all aware we are 
playing a Cup tie. That is to say 
if  we don’t win, we lose 
everything.

“Egypt are improving 
steadily, are confident and will 
have the little matter of 74,000 
people supporting them in an 
incredible atmosphere.

“We are going to have to be 
mentally very strong for 90 
minutes and perhaps longer (il 
the match goes to extra-time >. but 
we are old stagers at high level 
competitions and my boys arc 
ready for anything,” said Sarr.



mam

j^JCTKSn^
i  •Y lil lT IT  A l l l 4C A  H iO ll^ lT C  I  f m ’lA'W W YI'l i l lT A H I  11 1 1  \ |  s . - s % r  11/111*11%  1 /f 1 f  i P f i P  s i ■? / I v >1*i ? sl.&UJLt/ ? V ’U l  JI1.u U aJl i 3̂ tjpIJrAjL M2L»4U.jIA I

ini

x

1
.cKclpiili ameroon

Uiscsr b.-f mei nxo c Has 
on the roie of villain, 
’o scorcu with his first

Eto ’v kisses the ball before ballooning his spot kick against 
Ivory C o a s t_____

penalty in Saturday s 
shootuiif against Ivory 
Coast but missed his second, 
enabling Didier Drogba to 
shoot his side into the 
African Nations Cup semi­
finals.

In October, the Barcelona 
striker was involved in a 
; ufcl c slanging match with 
Pierre Wome over the miss 
against Egypt which cost 
Cameroon a place at their fifth 
successive World Cup.

Cameroon, needing a win 
to qualify, were held 1-1 at 
home after Wome missed a 
penalty deep into injury-time.

Then, as now, it was Ivory 
Coast who benefited, 
qualifying for the 2006 finals 
in Germany.

Wome was bundled out of 
the country after the match 
and overlooked for the 
Nations Cup. He said he had 
taken the kick because 
nobody else wanted to.

However, E to’o gave a 
different version.

“Why d idn’t I take the 
penalty? I went to take it but 
Wome came up to me and 
said he was really confident 
of scoring,” he said at the

v “There is only one remedy 
for it all and that is to do well 
in the African Nations Cup, 
to give everyone who is 
suffering with us now a great 
lift.”

How those words must be 
haunting Eto’o now.

Until Saturday, he had led 
by example in Egypt, scoring 
five goals to take Cameroon 
through the group stage with 
a 100 percent record and often 
dropping back to midfieid to 
inspire his team.

A gainst Ivory Coast, 
however, he managed only 
one real effort on goal as the 
sides drew 1-1 after extra time.

He strode forward 
confidently to take the first 
penalty of the shootout and 
scored comfortably and, after 
each team converted their 
first 11 kicks, he was forced 
to step up again.

Possibly having lost 
concentration during the 20- 
minute gap between kicks, he 
skied his effort over the bar, 
allowing Drogba to fire the 
Elephants into a semi-final 
against Nigeria.

The defeat leaves a

of Cameroon’s Portuguese 
coach Artur Jorge.

Despite being at the helm 
when Cameroon failed to 
qualify for Germany, Jorge 
had an unbeaten record 
going into the tournament in 
his first foray into African 
football.

“I’m not thinking about the 
future, the future belongs to 
God,” he said after Saturday’s 
elimination.

Cameroon have been a 
dominant force in African 
football since the i 9S‘0 World 
Cup, when the Roger JM ilia - 
inspired side beat Argentina 
on the way to the quarter­
finals.

Since then, they have 
regularly qualified for the 
World Cup and won two 
Nations Cup tournaments 
despite alm ost non-stop 
behind-the-scenes bickering 
and chaotic administration.

Being forced to watch from 
an unfamiliar position on the 
sidelines could finally 
provide a m uch-needed 
wake-up call for the country’s 
football administrators.

Who cares who finishes third?
T at is a line habitually 

uttered by players and 
coaches to underline 

| their desire to win every time 
| they run on to the pitch.

Now if coming second is to 
be frowned upon, what'on 
earth is the point of the third 
place play-off at the African 
Cup of Nations?

This is the match that will 
take place between the two 
losing semi-finalists on 9 
February, exactly 24 hours 
before the final.

Forget all the hot air about 
‘playing for our pride’ - the 
third place play-off is the

‘Nobody remembers who came in second. ’
By Farayi Mungazi, BBC

Sport
reward no one really wants.

There can be no doubt that 
the disappointment of being 
knocked out at the semi-final 
stage far outw eighs the 
desire to play for a 
consolation prize that few will 
ever talk about anyway.

Fighting for a bronze medal 
is nothing like battling it out 
for the top prize, and any 
player who tells you that he 
is keen to be third best is lying

For watching neutrals, a 
third place p lay-off is as 
pointless as a pair of slippers 
in Antarctica. I mean, what is 
this game supposed to 
prove?

When victory clearly 
means very little to the team 
that achieves it, can you 
blame coaches for sending 
out, as they invariably do, 
their second string sides to 
go through the motions?

The truth is that you only 
get firew orks and real

match from hell, offering the through his false teeth! excitement when both teams

Eguavoen clears Nwaneri
I

>ach of the  Super 
Eagles, A ugustine 
Eguavoen, has said 

that Nigerians sho-ild not 
worry over the suspension of 
stopper, Joseph Enakarhire, 
for Tuesday’s semi final tie 
against Cote dTvoire at the 
Africa Nations Cup.

Enakarhire, who has been 
an ever present in the heart 
of the Eagles defense since 
the tournam ent started, 
picked up his second yellow 
card o f  the com petition 
durtns Saturday’s penalty 
shootout victory over

Alcxandi la.
But Eguavoen believes the 

sidelining of the Dynamo 
Moscow o f Russia central 
defender is no cause for 
alarm.

The Eagles chief tactician 
said: “Nigerians should not 
be afraid that Enakarhir 
not play in the ser i final

“I believe we hav 
capable replac' i lent 
Obinna Nwaneri.

“N w aneri wa \ f r i  
champion with Enysmba 
this is an African <x mpetii 
so there’s no big tie .1

tor teams to 1 
replacement: 
problem.”

: registered is 
able to C3.il on 
;o there is no

are going for the main prize, 
and not doing their best to 
appear in terested  in a 
meaningless fixture.

This is why these play-off 
matches tend to produce dire 
spectacles, as most o f the 
players are reluctant and 
unm otivated and, quite 
frankly, would rather be 
somewhere else.

I personally think it is unfair 
to ask players still dreadfully 
disappointed by their semi­
final defeat to muster up some 
enthusiasm  for what is 
effectively an exhibition 
game.

There are instances where
finishing third is a goal worth 
pursuing, such as at the 
m en’s African basketball 
championship.

The two finalists - plus the

team that wins the third place 
play-off - qualify for the 
World Championship.

But what is the prize for 
winning the battle o f the 
bridesm aids? Being 
remembered as the team that 
finished third?

You can hype, Don King- 
style, a third place play-off up 
to the heavens, but the reality 
is that this match is a waste 
of everybody’s time.

This is why I can think of 
many better ways o f 
spending 90 minutes than in 
absolute boredom watching 
a bunch o f unm otivated 
players doing their best to run 
down the clock.

1 have a suggestion, 
therefore, for Caf: dump this 
passionless affair and spare 
everyone the agony.

Kaita to replace inj ured Ayila
jQ^partaRotterdam midfielder arid will therefore miss the weekend’s penalty shootout

will
1.
e a 

i in

an

. Sani Kaita is expected to 
' get his first taste of action 

'n the African Nations Cup when 
he is thrown into the Jeep-end 
as a replacement for injured 
Yussuf Ayila in today’s 
semifinal against Ivory Coast in

Eag!
Abdulk;
Dynam Ki

nai

doctor 
confirmed 

v ace Ayi!a ig 
ing ankK itjtuni

semi final.
Ayila trained alone when the 

Cagles worked out at the Harras 
El-Hedoud Stadium on Monday 
evening.

However, another injury 
concern Nwankwo Kanu trained 
with the rest of the squad and 
so also CSKA Moscow fullback 
Chidi Odiah.

Odiah. s ta in ed  a muscle 
axc’ufcd ?5is'Jgroin in the

penalty 
victory over Tunisia in Port Said 
and had to be replaced in extra 
time but appears to have 
regained full fitness in time for 
the Ivory Coast clash.

The arrival of the Eagles in 
Alexandria was delayed by fog 
as local organisers of the 
competition insisted it was too 
dangerous to embark on the over 
two-hour bus ride from Port Said 
unlggs visibility improved.

A (4 v
r # ,

Afri<a Cop 
B  of Nations
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EssienV

explains
Egypt

absence
Chelsea midfielc; . r V hael

Essien said hi was

disappointed a ha g ;o
miss the African Cup t N. ions 
for Ghana.

The 23-year-old was part of 
the original squad bu:
subsequently ruled out u • i an 
ankle problem two week* x tore 
the start of the toumamen:

“The arrangement w as to join 
the team, but unfortunateh i 
got injured, so everything! 
changed,” Essien told t'BC 
World Service’s Fast track: 
programme.

Ghana failed to make it past! 
the group stages at the Cup of 
Nations.

They lost 1-0 to Nigeria in 
their opening game, but keat 
Senegal in the second, before , 
surprisingly succumbing to 
Zimbabwe in their must-winj 
final match.

“I think did they did ! eir 
best, but it just wasn’t enough,” 
added the Chelsea star

“I watched the first game 
against Nigeria. They did heir 
best, but unfortunate!) lo-t 

“In the second matcii w . tid 
very well, and in the last, we 
were just unlucky.”

Some supporters have called 
for the resignation of nat nai 
team coach Ratomir Dujk c. 
but Essien believes the;, should 
be patient.

“I know the Ghanaians are 
frustrated, but he was the first 
ever coach to guide Ghana U >: ne 
World Cup finals. There were 

'also three key players w ho were 
missing from the Cup of 
Nations squad,” he said

Looking ahead to Germa i\ 
2006, the midfielder said he u as 
eager to make amends for miss: ng 
the Cup of Nations.

“I need to prepare m yself tor 
the World Cup,” he said

“I have to be ready for it a d 
I’m willing to play V '''e  
friendiies leading up to e 
event:”

Essien

%
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i m  B E L L O  I B R A H I M  S W A N D U
TURAKIN GWANDU

(M F R , F C IT )

-

We thank God for your iife and wish you 
many more fruitfu! years on earth.
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Cwealth Games: AFN insists on Mobil trials
A thletes who failed 

to participate in the 
forthcoming Mobil 

;T rack and F ie ld  C ham ­
pionship will be excluded 
(from the list o f N igeria’s 
[contingent to the C om ­
m onw ealth Games schedu- 
| led for Melbourne, Austra­
l i a  next month.

The Athletics Federation 
[ o f Nigeria (AFN) reiterated 
jth is w arn ing  yesterday  
| th rough  the f irs t  v ice 
j ch a irm an , E lias Gora 
; stressing that participation 
i in the fiesta is precondition 
i for selection  to the Gaines 

‘‘W hoever 'wants to bear 
i the banner o f  N igeria at the

By Patrick Andrew,
Asst. Head Sports Desk

Commonwealth must take in 
the Mobil Track and Field 
Championship that will hold 
this weekend. No, they must 
not only partic ipate  but 
also m eet the m inim um  
standard that we have set 
for them”.

The form er S ecretary  
G eneral o f  the N igeria  
Olympic Committee (NOC) 
said AFN's insistence on 
p artic ip ation  is to a llo w  
prope; as- ■ sm ent o f  the 
ath letes u sin g  in d iv idu al 
performance as the bench 
mark to consideration. He

>T im s  determined

The draw for the 2006 
FIBA World Cham­
pionship for Women 

[ was made in Sao Paolo, Brazil 
[ last week but the reaction to 
the groupings will surely 
l ”ger until the last jump ball 

| is taken in Brazil by 
September.

j N'geria was drawn into a 
1 na:l-bit: ng Group C alongside 
i the USA, Russia and China 
: but but the D 'Tigress have 
: decided to accept their fate 
w l:1 •.!! smiles. For them 
deMmination w ll see them 

; through.
‘ The coach o f the team 

Scott Nrvaji burst into a 
lengthy laughter as soon as 
we got in touch soon after the 
event in Brazil. Like most 

| Nigerians he says he would 
ied ou',. a team to play good 
basketball irrespective o f 

• what countries they will face 
[at vlte preliminaries. And he 
[capped it up in pigeon 
[ English like this: “God dey,
[ we go survive.”

His captain Mfon Odoka 
who has played quite a lot 
aiamigst the Americans while 
n‘ .hoot and the leagues 
helit’ «s ir ai! means woriciiig 

:u u i  .. t'd if Nigeria would 
•r.,. '•e :a  impact in >hs So-.uS>
' -V . T'i:osmtsy.Bi‘. ’ ’ r '

: aci: surely j .ov.,e
draw.

"’•kwc .tefimtc!- g-tthe [ 
t r st o f  luck. Two super 

--ora ;n !he w o:V  o f 
h : >] [n the same bracket?
'  tina  is not easy oirfiei 

i \ye have our work cat : 
• "Sl> for sure.” 

i - teamra'af? tVl&rcy [
C • . a.'.vr •: ■ • area-. .

By Ismaila I maru Lere,
Assistant Editor, with 

Agency Reports 
grace of God, o prepare. No 
m atter who we face, we 
m ustn’t settle for mere 
participation.

“We must be ready to 
compete. Th ; support of the 
whole country in every way 
possible is essential and by 
the grace o f God we will 
represent Nigeria (and Africa) 
with all our might'’ Mercy 
said.

For Patricia Chukwuma. 
one of the sun iving members 
of the team that first won the 
Africa cup an 1 thenreu>:n;ng 
it in Ah-uja it is all about facing 
challenges.

“There is lothing to be 
worried about. The;, are 
player:, like us and wc arc 
going there to play b-ball. So 
w hatever name they are 
called everyone on the court 
will be human.”

The f t i s  be. t the 
whole of Africa last December 
to pick a world cup ticket 
Their runners-u,., Senegal is 
the othe African 
rep resen tative . TIi; 
S en eg a lese  ,v 111 *• •
Group B wi li Austi-= 
C anadand I-i vuijU .

was o f the view that special 
consideration  for any 
athlete creates unnecessary 
laissez -  faire attitude and 
does not therefore ginger 
even the favoured athlete to 
produce the best perfor­
mance.

G ora said  tha t the 
federation does not want to 
encourage jamboree at the 
G am es no ting  th a t the

desire is to feature athletes 
with medal hopes.

The AFN he further said 
dec ided  to in s is t on 
participation because past 
experiences where some 
established athletes were 
given special consideration 
and allowed to take part in 
ch am pionsh ips w ithou t 
trials did not produce the 
expected results.

The i'ederation  had 
expressed disdain for the 
perfo rm ; tic e ,o the
country’s cor>t:rgk.m <o the 
W orld \ t h i  ics
Championship in Helsinki, 
las t A ugust, whe».s the 
entire team failed to wii a-i} 
medal.

On the disparity in the 
allow ances for both the 
foreign and home based

•' - 1.- 1 ‘Jotf Vdoka believes the jrnm has ■«■■■ n
r-iofre ’it'T -'V t P * Hra 'ii

niovc^

athletes, he said h is not 
aw are o f  such 
development. “ If th -e is. it 
is only the techn ical 
committee that would be in 
the position ti sp .ak  on

oh matters”
Lately the federation had 

/■ s ed on the e x c is io n  o f  
uc medallist, I nefiok  

I : '-Chong for p e r . nning  
bei v expectatio; at the 
He. i i i fiesta. Bir ‘ellov 
athl ; have rallied round 
Hieir Jeague stressing 
that he oe give a t.anet 
to compel ■ for a la , . in the 
co n tin g en .

The M o b /1 . a and 
FieldCharopiomaa tix.ee 
to begin on Thu-- t th«. 
National Sia ; t: a. V •> 
The federr.d-'' 'at a- 
it select the Sit s. -h « 
and field athl i . .
C om m onw eal ‘ m is. 
Earlier, 42 a th .s tt werei 
invited  to c a ra i  rhe 
Games but non- rel se o; 
funds halted a co-or '.mated 
camping progrr t The 
g overnm ent how ever 
released N800m to: K 
the p rep ara tio n  ami 
participation at tf c < . mes.

Taminio
eves

A s the Nat;-''S athletes 
/  \  get set the t. btu- 

A I jn o n w ta .  - 
t/ia ls  coruing . j  a the 
national Stadiur ->b\ a this 

week, one of Nigeria \»{.- 
.sprinters, Tamu- »s si - »nu-
bido has declarwa ir t n. 

t wiil stop him troa -•'incr,in«{a
j slot m the An- r- 

tean,.
The track star sat.-, is.. .11 

iiis first chamr-tc1 shv' ti: 
year arid he is fulK pr» an 
f»dfcady to siorr. ; . ici 

r<rov»:hi», .
i  -•Hi'.lOSjki * - • ;j i

4 ilafm. v‘ 
want to hit a . r

v .\pe<- " j •
bus wtiatis invporsan* ^ ■ .mg ■>
Vv- vxpeK* tr-om OUIsrh : V’lt'
Tbs i ttight of oui ex><w;tat* ju  ov > •
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m am a: I received divine intervention
| /  1  |  1  i i  that he won in Tunisia two years d’Ivoire in Tuesday’s first semi

B ;ro of Nigeria’s quar 
ter-final victory over 
the Carthage Eagles of 

, goalkeeper Vincent 
Enyeama has told 
hoteportslive.com that he re­
ceived divine inspiration during 
Saturday’s match which helped 
him in propelling Nigeria into the 
semi finals of the ongoing Afri­
can Cup of Nations.

According to Enyeama, he 
knew he needed something ex-

during shootout ago. Nigeria will face Cote final clash in Alexandria.

tra to keep Nigeria in the tourna­
ment after she missed two ofher 
first three kicks.

“Honestly speaking 
Saturday’s performance was be­
yond my ability. I received divine 
inspiration during the shootout 
because without it we would 
have crashed out.

“Before every kick I offered 
a word of prayer to God to guide 
me into guessing right the direc­
tion of their (Tunisia) kicks. So I

owe my performance to God.”
Enyeama stopped a penalty 

from Tunisia’s best penalty taker, 
Jose Clayton early in the first half 
to preserve Nigeria’s 1-nil lead 
and amazingly saved three dur­
ing the shootout to hand Nige­
ria her 12th Nations Cup semi fi­
nal place since 1976.

The Bnei Yehuda of Israel 
goalkeeper is already being 
tipped to retain the Best African 
Nations Cup Goalkeeper Award

Nsofor fires warningc   . . . . . . '.hievo Verona star 
Obinna Nsofor has 
vowed to score 

again to help the Super 
Eagles qualify for Friday’s 
Nations Cup final ahead of 
the E lephants o f  Cote 
d’Ivoire as the two West Af­
rican rivals clash on Tuesday 
in the semifinal at the El- 
Hedod Stadium in Alexan­
dria.

Nsofor was the hero in 
Saturday’s clash against de­
fending champions Tunisia, 
when he grabbed Nigeria’s 
100th goal in the history of 
the African Cup o f Nations.

And the 18-year-old 
striker has told KICK OFF 
that he would not shy away 
from scoring if fielded against 
the Ivorians.

“O f course, I ’m looking 
forward to the game against 
Cote d’Ivoire.

This is going to be a mas- 
, sive game for us and I hope 
I’m picked again,” he told 
KICK OFF.

“The m ost im portant 
thing is that we are ready to 
take them on.

It’s going to be a great 
game and as a striker, I hope 
to score.”

Nsofor further stated that 
the beauty o f  the Super 
Eagles at this tournament is 
that the team is unpredict­
able, because the coaches 
continue to deploy the play­
ers based on tactics and the 
calibre of the opposition they 
are meeting.

We have a very good 
squad and that is why the 
coaches have used each one 
of us to our maximum advan­
tage.

I would be glad to play 
against the Ivorians because 
I know this going to be a big 
game for us.

The most important thing 
though would be for us to 
win whether I score or not.” Enyeam<L..receiving divine intervention?

Nwosu counsels Eagles
A i

s Nigerians continue 
to jubilate over the 

^qualification o f the 
Super Eagles for the semifi­
nal o f the 25th edition of the 
Cup of Nations taking place 
in Egypt, a former interna­
tional Henry Nwosu and 
other notable football figures 
have cautioned the team 
against underrating the El­
ephants o f Cote d ’Ivoire, 
their opponents in today’s 
semifinal.

Nwosu, a m em ber o f 
Nigeria’s 1980 Cup of Na- 
tions-w inning squad 
thanked God in an interview

Mikel: Ferguson 
awaits FIFA verdict
Manchester United 

coach, Sir Alex 
Ferguson has re­

vealed that he is eagerly 
awaiting FIFA’s verdict on 
the prolonged John Mikel 
Obi transfer case, saying he

has profound belief that the 
decision will go in favour of 
then Old Trafford club.

“To be honest, we 
haven’t heard a thing from 
Fifa,” Ferguson revealed, 
and added: “It’s worrying us.

Fife said they would rely 
on the court decision and the 
court decision was in our 
favour.” The coach, fondly 
called Sir Alex, also had some 
words of praise for Mikel.

Ferguson said: “He’s a 
marvellous player, a really 
fan tastic p layer.” When 
asked if Mikel could still wear 
United’s red shirt, rather than 
Chelsea’s blue one, Fergis 
said: ‘I hope so.

I think we have the right, 
without question. I think we 
have to sit that boy down, 
away from all the pressure,

with Kick Off “for the coura­
geous performance shown 
by the Nigerians against the 
Tunisians” and advised the 
Eagles’ handlers “to talk to 
our defence not to gamble 
with Cote d’Tvoire for they 
have players that are very 
skillful on the ball and can 
cause problems for them.” 

Nwosu who once played 
for one of Ivorian leading 
club side, Asec Mimosas of 
Abidjan said: “I know the El­
ephants very well for the start 
their games slowly and open 
up fast in the midfield. Yobo 
should not gamble in the 
game for Drogba knows him 
very well in the Premiership. 
Enakarhire should learn to 
jump and head the ball. Taye 
Taiwo should mark his oppo­
nents very well, for the Tuni­
sians exploited his weakness 
to attack Nigerians in their 
quarterfinal game.”

In all he said: “Nigeria 
should not have problem 
with the Elephants for they 
see us as their masters. We 
have to teach those lessons 
in the game, if not they may 
take the initiative from us and 
start teaching us lessons.”

A former national chief 
coach Tunde Disu told Kick 
Off, “We should not make the 
mistake of underrating Cote 
d’Ivoire for they deserve re­
spect for knocking out a team 
like Cameroon out of the com­
petition.”

He advised Coach Aus­
tin Eguavoen and his lieuten­
ants to devise a strategy that, 
“Will not allow Drogba to 
play but our defenders 

:h their tackling.

that will make them give out 
penalty to their opponents. 
I know that any team meet­
ing Nigeria in this competi­
tion will be afraid. We should 
not allow them to settle be­
fore we knock them.”

Dosu Joseph was em ­
phatic to Kick Off that “our 
boys stronger than Cote d’ 
Ivoire and they should not

have much problem beating 
them. But their victory over 
Cameroon is a great psycho­
logically  advantage to 
them.”

Dosu who was a member 
of the Atlanta Olympics win­
ning team advised the Eagles 
“to concentrate and play their 
game for even the Cup is 
within their reach.”

Why I 
didn’t take 

penalty
-L a w a l

Eility star Garba Law a 
stayed aw ay from  
taking a penalty dur­

ing the shootout against Tu-„ 
nisia because he has failed 
from the spot during training 

“I have not scored as 
regularly as I would love to 
from the penalty spot and it 
was only on Friday that I was 
able to convert two o f  my 
kicks. But that was not good 
enough and so I did not fed 
very good or confident dur ' 
ing the penalty shootout."

However, ‘Chindo’ saul 
he would have had no choice 
but to step up and take his 
own kick if  it had meant all 
the players in the team had 
to do so as was the case in 
the other quarterfinal clash 
between Cameroon and Cote 
d’Ivoire.

Yobo thumps up Nwaneri pairing
s uper Eagles on-the-field 

captain at the Africa 
’Nations Cup in Egypt, 

Joseph Yobo, has said that 
he does not think his part­
nership with Obinna Nwaneri 
when the Nigerian team take 
on Cote d'Ivoire today will 
dim inish their defensive 
strength.

Following a second yel­
low card of the tournament 
to Joseph Enakarhire during 
the Eagles victory over Tu­

nisia in the quarterfinal last 
Saturday, the Dinamo Mos­
cow of Russia strongman is 
ruled out of the semi final tie 
with the Ivoriens.

But despite playing 
alongside Enakarhire in the 
heart of the Eagles defence 
since the N ations Cup 
started, Yobo believes he will 
be at home with Nwaneri.

"I don't have any fears for 
Obinna. He's played a couple 
of quality matches for Nige-

Drogba: God to 
decide semifinal

C helsea star striker 
Didier Drogba has 
said God will determine 

who will reach the final of the 
African Nations Cup between 
his team Cote d’Ivoire and the 
Super Eagles.

Drogba scored the penalty 
goal that catapulted the El­
ephants to the last four at the 
expense o f hard-fighting 
Cameroon and afterwards told 
Egyptian television that God 
will decide the finalists for the 
2006 Nations Cup.

“We played against a very

was great to win and qualify 
for the semifinal. And now 
against Nigeria, everything is 
in God’s hand who will reach 
the final between us,” he said.

Elephants coach French­
man Henri Michel said their 
victory over the Indomitable 
Lions has shown that they 
merited their ticket to Germany 
2006.

Cote d’Ivoire were drawn 
in the same qualifying tourna­
ment for the World Cup with 
Cameroon and lost both home 
and away to the Indomitable

ria where he did trem en­
dously well. He was Joe’s pan 
ner in the away World Cup 
qualifier against Zimbabwe 
where I learnt he emerged the j 
Man of the Match.

"I've played with him a 
couple of times too with good 
satisfaction. We were together 
in Kigali and he was my pan - j 
ner in Port-Harcourt against 
Gabon. He did well with me 
also in the match against Zim­
babwe in Abuja.

"So, I'm confident to say 
there won't be any problem of 
understanding between us

"It's good that he's played 
a couple of matches in this 
tournament. That will help his 
confidence more than any-1 
body can. Obinna has play ed 
a lot of big matches in the past 
and I don't foresee any prob­
lem in our match against Cote 
D' Ivoire.

"Of course, we're going to 
miss Enakharire as a member 
of the team. He's played four 
games and did well. He had 
gotten fully into the touma- 
ment, fitness wise, and men- j 
tally. ■ ‘ - 

1 "But I know we've got three j  

quality oentre-halves in th is> 
team. I expect Nwaneri to slot i 
in well though I still believe the : 
yellow card given to Joe was 
too harsh."
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lim nkm sti:  What manner o f minister?
Patriotic disagreement

uite clearly, what seems on the surface to be the cur­
rent three-sided disagreement between the National 
Assembly, the Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and 
ommission [RMAFC] and the Central Bank of Nige­

ria |CBN) is actually a four-sided affair. With the protago­
nists, equally divided into two camps of two members each, are 
the three bodies mentioned above and the Obasanjo adminis­
tration itself as a w hole. The bone of contention is the 33 US 
dollar per barrel crude oil benchmark which the federal ex­
ecutive has chosen to use for its calculations of the 2006 na­
tional budget, which the CBN is understandably staunchly 
supporting and which both the RMAFC and the legislators are 
equally understandably not too happy with.

Both the Obasanjo administration and the ( Central Bank 
monetary would appear to have leaned too far backward in 
being conservative and overly cautious in adopting a curiously 
low and pessimistic estimate of what world crude oil prices 
are likely to be on the average for this year. This, in itself, 
would not be sufficient cause for great alarm on the part of the 
law makers and the Nigerian public, were it not for the fact 
that both the National Assembly and the RMAFC are already 
justifiably suspicious of the actions and motives of the federal 
executive in the matter of national monetary policie, which 
they see as being unlawfully monopolised by the Obasanjo 
Administration.

An executive arm which too often embarks on expenditures 
without mandatory prior approval by the legislature, and which 
hoards information about the nation’s economic lifeline, the 
oil industry, for no more ostensible justification than to be as 
opaque as possible in matters concerning the national income, 
certainly calls for extra vigilance and suspicion on the part of 
the legislative arm and other watchdog institutions like the 
revenue commission. And it is this perpetual suspicion and 
mistrust of the trio of the federal government, the CBN and 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPQ which 
has led to the rash of disagreements and accusations of short­
changing the nation, especially by the RMAFC, every once in 
awhile.

Daily Trust sees no way around this mistrust and constant 
suspicion so long as the president continues to manage our oil 
income by himself alone, without the assistance of a petro­
leum minister, and continues to dip his executive hand into the 
national cash box every now and then, without the constitution­
ally mandatory prior approval of the national legislature.

We have no quarrel with a healthy measure of conservatism 
and caution in estimating what world oil prices are likely to be 
in the immediate future. We would be strongly inclined to put 
greater faith in the executive’s estimates of what that price 
level is likely to be when it makes budget proposals. But the 
same opacity which has been breeding suspicion of unconsti- 
tutionality and larceny on the part of the presidency, as well as 
our past national experience with corrupt political leadership, 
make it mandatory for us to give our sympathy to the NASS 
and the RMAFC in this current disagreement.

No amount of hand-wringing by the CBN over fears of the 
effect of oil prices not maintaining as healthy and buoyant a 
level as our law makers estimate, can justify the huge budget 
deficit which the government has built into the 2006 budget. 
This is more so when there are always conflict between the 
legislature and the executive when time comes to account for 
and equitably' share excess petroleum income The CBN should 
therefore keep its bean-counting worries to itself in this in­
stance, and allow the main players in the determination of the 
nation’s annual budget to perform their constitutional duties.

As for the National Assembly, we strongly urge it to con­
tinue to stand firmly on its insistence that constitutionality 
and due process be duly observed and upheld in the design and 
implementation of our national budgets.

For notwithstanding the great noise which people in power 
make about transparency and accountability, it is in the mis­
use of budgets that great crimes against the people are most 
often perpetrated.

Nothing can be worse than for one arm of government to fold 
its arms and watch another arm of government get away with 
fiscal and monetary mayhem all in the name of reform, and a 
transparency which does not extend to how the nation makes 
its wealth and spends its income. On this crucial score alone, 
we think that the disagreement with the administration on the 
Budget 2006 oil price benchmark speaks very well of the 
NASS and the RMAFC. It is a healthy and patriotic kind of 
disagreement

I earing in mind the intricate circumstances in which he has 
. found himself in recent weeks forcing him to issue out a 
' statement through one of his aides denying anything to 

do with the brutal murder of Hajiya Sa’adatu Rimi, die late wife of 
Alhaji Muhammad Abubakar Rimi, Engineer Rabi’u Musa 
Kwankwaso is fast making the image of himself as a dogged 
fighter but without a cause. As I do not know for certain whether 
he actually sponsored this murder, I cannot also swear that he 
was not involved. But we have to leave this subject for the future 
as the police are still investigating. Nevertheless, one can but 
only express surprise over why he assumed that he was the “big 
man” from Kano shouldering big responsibility in Abuja whom 
Rimi alluded to as the sponsor of his wife’s murder. Though he is 
the highest political officer from Kano State as the Minister of 
Defence, there are three senators and a federal permanent secre­
tary from the same Kano that can also be described as “big” men.

By Ujudud Shariff
ujushariff@yahoo.com

Alhaji Rabi’u Musa Kwankwaso, Defence Minister
Our primary concern in this discourse however is the disturb­

ing news making the rounds in Abuja on how this former Kano 
State governor is ferociously fighting to undermine his own state 
government and by extension his own people. Only on January 
16, 2006, the Defence Minister wrote a letter to the ministers of 
aviation and communication urging them to come together and 
deliberate on his request to the president to get the Nigerian Air 
Force to take over the Kofar Na’isa Tracking Station land from the 
Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (NAMA) in Kano. 
Tongues are wagging in these two ministries on why Kwankwaso 
is so desperate for the Air Force to take over the few hectares land 
along the Bayero University Road in the heart of town. Because 
this land is lying between the Sharada residential area and the 
walled city, there have been attempts by the state government to 
acquire and distribute it for residential purposes. Since the early 
1990s under Governor Kabiru Gaya, the process of acquiring the 
land from the federal authorities began but without success. The 
defence minister also continued this effort when he was the state 
governor (1999 to 2003) when Mrs Kema Chikwe was the aviation 
minister. On receipt of his request letter, she was said to have 
constituted a committee to study the request but somehow could 
not complete the process up till the time she left the ministry in 
2003. But sometime last year or so, Governor Ibrahim Shekarau 
dusted the files and continued where his predecessors stopped 
in the struggle to acquire this land that was no longer useful to 
the aviation authorities since their equipment were moved to 
Mallam Aminu Kano Airport way back in the 1960s. According to 
the story, Mallam Shekarau kicked off his request when Alhaji Isa 
Yuguda, the former Minister of Aviation paid him a courtesy visit 
at Government House, Kano. The minister asked the governor to 
put the request for the take-over of the land in writing. On getting 
this letter, Yuguda passed it to NAMA, the owners of the land for 
their advice. After their study, they informed the minister that 
they actually do not need the land but they can forfeit it to the 
state government if they could be given another land of the same 
size. This the minister communicated to the state government 
that they agreed in principle to give out the land in exchange for
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a land of similar size.
It was at this stage while Yuguda was waiting for the response 

of the Kano State government that Kwankwaso on hearii e of 
this arrangement was said to have rushed and reported Yuaida 
to the president. Only God knows what he told the presider iut 
Yuguda was summoned by the president to explain how he gave 
out the federal government’s land without authority. This Yuji.da 
explained as narrated, saying he was waiting for the response of 
the state government before he could adequately inform the prvsi- 
dent. The matter ended as the president was satisfied 'fiat one 
process was followed. I do not want to bore you with the d i I s  
of the encounter between Yuguda and Kwankwaso when n e  
former confronted the latter on why he did not contact him i  •st 
before reporting him to the president. Suffice it to mention that 
politics has now crept into an otherwise simple issue: Wh> shomd 
the ANPP government be the one to acquire and allocate out ihe 
land instead of a PDP government that Kwankwaso earlier headed? 
It was after this encounter that on August 10, 2005, Kwankw 
wrote to the president requesting him to approve the transfer of 
this land to the Nigerian Air Force from NAMA instead of gi\ ing 
it back to the Kano State government. In a letter titled “Request 
for the Transfer of K/Naisa Tracking Station (NAMA) land n 
Kano to the Nigerian Air Force” with reference AE/HMOD v 
ABJ, Kwankwaso began by stating, “Your Excellency may \» vi 
to recall that I had the privilege of discussing the above subject 
matter”. He further continued to adequately describe the land in 
question: “The land at K/Naisa Tracking Station is a prime land 
located at the heart of metropolitan Kano. The land is under 
NAMA, Federal Ministry of Aviation and was acquired in the 
1950s by the US government and was then used by the Nationa 
Aviation Surveillance Agency (NASA) as observation centre I' 
was subsequently transferred to the Federal Ministry of Comn - 
nications and later Aviation. The federal government has : _Ticod 
the land, erected and installed useful communication infrastn.  ̂
ture. Of recent, many parties including the state govemmen’ ha\t 
been jostling to acquire this prime piece of land. It is in view >t 
these developments that I requested the Nigerian Air Force to 
examine the land and the infrastructure and advise govern me: 
on its appropriate utilisation. The NAF has responded (see A tv 
nex 1) to express the service’s desire to utilise the piece of lard I. >r 
the installation of operational and training facilities. The site has 
been found most suitable for mounting some surveillance rack­
ing devices and communication platform needed for air opera­
tions such as:- a) Cable Navigation Surveillance System, b) Air 
Traffic Services and c) Simulator training on Total Radar Cover­
age. . The crux of the matter is that our Minister of Defence 
using all manner of tactics including distorting the truth to mis 
lead the president not to transfer the land to the Kano Stati 
government. He would rather the state government and the thou 
sands of people that are to benefit from the residential plots ant 
such other services as schools, hospitals, police stations, en 
that are to be provided in the land. What manner of a minister d> 
we have supposedly representing the state in the federal cabi 
net? Since he could not get the land when he was the governor 
he would rather have the state loose everything.

Equally worrisome is how he arm-twisted the Air Force to mdi 
cate an interest in a land that they do not need and that is deep 
inside the city. The Nigerian Air Force does not need any lane for 
such services far from the airport where they have their 303 Train­
ing school, and barracks. Secondly, I do not think the Air Force 
would want to instal their equipment right within the people. 1 am 
therefore very worried how the president is being misinformed 
and misled and in the process get him blamed for everything that 
goes wrong id this country, especially in Kano State. Somebt'dy 
should please inform the president to be careful not to be dragged 
into the politics of vindictiveness and egocentrism as being ex­
hibited by Kwankwaso. The president should please ask Mrs 
Kema Chikwe and the Ministry of Aviation whether or not ab« >ut 
three years ago Kwankwaso requested for the transfer of the 
same land to the Kano State government. He should also ask 
NAMA their opinion about the same land and whether the> 
object to any exchange. As for the Nigerian Air Force, whether 
they actually need this land or are simply being pressurised by 
their minister to indicate interest as the initiative came from him? 
In the final analysis, let no one forget that all lands in the country 
are vested in the office of the state governor where they are 
located as far as the Land Use Decree is concerned. The presi­
dent only controls the land in the Federal Capital Development 
Authority, Abuja.

In conclusion, let us re-emphasise again that the interest of 
Kano like that of Nigeria is bigger than the interest of any indi­
vidual. As such, we urge the federal government to discard the 
manipulation of Kwankwaso just because he is fighting Shekarau 
to deny the people their right to good shelter. We also advise 
Kwankwaso to drop his negative posture, because at the end of 
the day. it is not Shekarau that he is fighting but the whole people 
of the state. He should realise that it is this kind of attitude that is 
at the back of all his problems in the state that made him the onl> 
PDP governor to have lost in the whole country in the last 2003 
elections.. And by extension, it is responsible for the unpopular 
ity of President Obasanjo and the PDP in the state. The president 
and the national headquarters of the PDP should be aware that 
victory in Kano would continue to elude them with these kind' 
of arrogant and vindictive tendencies. * -__
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