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he ruling Peoples

Demo-cratic Party

(PDP) disciplinary
committee will meet today to
decide appropriate punish-
ment to be meted out to al-
leged errant members.
Today’s meeting may also rec-
ommend punitive measures
against the Vice President,
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, be-
lieved to be on the
committee’s list of high pro-
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By Emmanuel Bello,
Political bdltor

file members engaged in al-
leged anti-party activities.
Chairman of the disciplin-
ary committee, Alhaji Ibrahim
Shema, told Daily Trust yes-
terday that he would not com-
ment on the cases before his
committee reiterating his ear-
lier position that he would not

be both a judge and the jury
in the matter. He however con-
firmed that the committee will
meet to consider the cases
before it.

On the speculations that
the name of the vice president
is on the committee’s agenda,
Alhaji Shema who is also the
party’s deputy national chair-
man (North), said that he
would adequately speak on

HF

[Isabelle Dinoire, a 38-year-old French mother of two who received the first facial trans-
"fp&fni on 27 ’Vovember after being mauled by her dog. (See full story on Page 14).

PDPdecides on Atiku tod

the committee’s activity after
its meeting, observing that he
can not preempt the
committee’s proceedings.

A newspaper (not Daily
Trust), reported last Thursday
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Defence of Democrac
“Abubakar, it was learnt is 1«
answer questions before the
committee on his alleged di:
loyalty to Obasanjo and the
Cont. on Pg. 2

that the vice president was
billed to appear before the
panel to be tried for alleged
anti-party activities which in-
cludes funding the Move-
ment for the Restoration and

Govs meet on 3rd term

tate governors will meet

in Abuja tomorrow, re-

portedly to take a final
stand on the constitutional
amendment, especially the
contentious issue of tenure
extension.

Sources told Daily Trust
that the governors who-are
likely beneficiaries are ex-
pected to support constitu-
tional amendment for a third
term for political office hold-
ers.

However, a source said it
may not be an easy sail be-
cause there are governors
that have refused to come
aboard the third term train.

The source points to the
fact that Governor George
Akume, Mr. Boni Haruna
(Adamawa) and Sam Egwu
(Ebonyi) departed half way
through the governors
forum’s meeting in Abuja two
weeks ago when the third
term issue was being dis-
cussed.

Similarly, the source said
some state governors did not
even turn up for the meeting.
They are, Governor Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, Lagos state,
Chief Joshua Dariye, Plateau,
Dr. Chris Ngige, Anambra

Mbeki rules
out third term

outh African President,
S Thabo Mbeki, has ruled
out staying in his post
beyond the end of his second
term in 2009.
He said the governing Af-
rica National congress (ANC)
would not use its two-third

parliamentary majority to
2 SR

change the constitution to
allow a third presidential term.
Formerly deputy presi-
dent, Mr. Mbeki succeeded
Nelson Mandela as president
in 1999 and was re-elected in

2004.
Some ANC supporters
Cont. on Pg. 2
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EBy Emmanuel Bello, Politicalg
| Editor & Sufuyan Ojiefo, |
. Special Correspondent |
state and Orji Uzor Kalu, Abia
State. Their absence was
widely regarded as a resis-
tance to the president’s al-

leged third term plans.
Sources told Daily Trus
that tomorrow’s event w
however consolidate on the
Governors Forum previous
meeting, especially getting
Cont. on Pg.
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sponsorship of an opposition
party, the Movement for the
Restoration and Defence of
Democracy,” said the paper.

However, the disciplinary
committee did not meet as re-
ported. Although there was
no official reasons for its in-
ability to meet, sources said
the party may be finding it
difficult to gamner sufficient
proof to indict the vice presi-
dent.

Buttressing this, spokes-
man to the vice president,
Malam Garba Shehu, told
Daily Trust that the PDP does
not have credible grounds to
prosecute Atiku. He said that
the charge of sponsoring the
MRDD cannot bé substanti-
ated as nobody has produced
a cheque or records of trans-
actions showing that the vice
president gave money to the
group or attended its meeting.

The MRDD also dis-
owned the vice president yes-
terday, denouncing media re-
ports that made the claims.
Speaking on the matter, the
association’s interim chair-
man, Alhaji Gambo Jimeta, said
that the VP is not a member
nor a financier of the MRDD,
even as he lambasted the PDP

as a dying party.

Alhaji Jimeta also dis-
tanced the MRDD from any
links with the vice president
and pointed out that his po-
litical organization is the “suc-
cessor” of the ruling PDP.

The vice president has
been linked with the MRDD
in recent times, especially
when a number of his politi-
cal associates are said to be
in the group. The MRDD, a
coalition of the MDD and
MRD, has politicians such as
Prince Yomi Edu, Chief Audu
Ogbeh, Chief (Mrs.) Titi
Ajanaku, Alhaji Lawal Kaita,
Chief Tom Ikimi, Ms. Funke
Adedoyin, among others said
to be political associates of
the vice president.

Meanwhile, Atiku is said
to be shopping for a viable
political platform to actualize
his presidential ambition in
2007. He is being linked to one
of the newly registered party,
the ACD, a claim which has
since been denied by Garba
Shehu, who told Daily Trust
that “the vice president is still
in the PDP and has not made
up his mind to run for the of-
fice of the president yet.”

3l‘d tel'm Cont. from pg. 1

dissenting governors to sup-
port the amendment. “The
matter might even be thrown
up in a vote with the majority
likely to support the third term
issue.”

South West PDP gover-
nors have however taken
their stand on the third term
issue when last Friday, they
generally endorsed President
Olusegun Obasanjo when the
latter was in Ogun State for
an official visit.

Meanwhile, five state gov-
emors allegedly of the All Ni-

geria Peoples Party (ANPP), -

are working for the realization
of the third term ambition of
Olusegun
Obasanjo, Daily Trust inves-
tigations has revealed.

The governors of Jigawa,
Borno, Yobe, Kebbi and
Zamfara states have begun
working for the success of the
third term project before the
Governors Forum meeting,
sources said in Abuja, last
week, at which the 36 state
governors reached a resolu-
tion to support a comprehen-
sive amendment of the con-
stitution.

Feelers emerged last week
that the Jigawa state gover-
nor, Alhaji Saminu Turaki, is
in the thick of the planned
tenure extension, a project
into which he is alleged to
have committed about N1 bil-
lion in sponsorship of the
Unity Forum in the House of
Representatives.

The Unity Forum is acting
as a counterpoise to the
Northern Members Forum in
the House of Representa-
tives which is opposed to the
extension of tenure of politi-
cal office holders.

Publicity Secretary of the
Unity Forum, Honourable
Binta Goji, who said that the
forum is to promote peace and
unity in the country, said it
was unfortunate that such al-
legations could be made

against the patriotic initiative.

“It wall interest you. to
know how the Unity Forum
started. I was just looking at

the coat of arms and I saw
unity and progress and I said
to myself that we should work
for the unity and progress of
the nation. Those who are
fighting for north/south di-
chotomy are old people. -

Also, but in a quick re-
sponse to the allegation that
Govemor Turaki is financially
involved in the tenure exten-
sion project, his Special As-
sistant (media), Alhaji
Mohammed Murtala, dis-
missed the allegation as “in-
fantile.”

He challenged those he
called “faceless peddlers of
such dangerous rumour,” to
come out with documentary
evidence to back up their
claims, otherwise they should
desist from what he called
“calculated and continuous
attempt to bring Governor
Turaki into ridicule in the es-
timation of Jigawa people.”

Murtala wondered where
a state like Jigawa would get
one billion naira to cough out
into a third term project when
the state needed such funds
to pump into the development
of infrastructure. He said the
whole thing was a lie, a con-
coction to disparage Gover-
nor Turaki.

According to him, “this is
a very big lie. How did he get
the money and where is the
evidence that Governor
Turaki dipped his hands into
the public coffers, pulled out
one billion and gave it to
whagver that is working on
the so-called third term
agenda?

“For what purpose would
he give that kind of money?

If I may ask, does President '

Obasanjo want a third term in
office? Did he tell you jour-
nalists that he wants a third
term? We are not aware that
he wants a third term. And,
besides, I do not know why
the rumour peddlers have de-
cided to pick on Geovernor

Turaki because he is a quiet, |
straight-forward and honest |
person.”

Corruption: EFCC operatives withdraw from Jos %

here were indications
Tycsterday that the Eco-
nomic and Financial
Crimes Commission, EFCC,
have withdrawn from Jos af-
ter attempts to arrest the
Speaker and some members of
the Plateau state House of
Assembly failed on Sunday.
Our correspondent con-
firmed in Jos that the EFCC
operatives who laid siege on
the official quarters of the
Speaker and some members

had quietly withdrawn from ;
the premises and may have |
called off their operations in

the state.

However, EFCC spokes-
man Mr. Osita said the |

agency did not send its men
to Jos to arrest the members
of the House of Assembly and

that it was not interested in

arresting the lawmakers.

Mr. Osita Nwajah, who |

gave the reaction in a tele-
phone chat with our corre-
spondent, also denied being
aware. of any raid on the
houses of the Speaker and six
members of the House of As-
sembly.

Many of the members who
were reported to have been
arrested by the anti graft body
who could not be reached on
phone the previous day be-
came accessible on phone

¢« By Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent (Jos)

yesterday and refuted claims
that they were arrested by the
EFCC.

But Daily Trist learnt that
the EFCC only called off the
raid when words leaked of
their presence in the state
which made the legislators to
go underground.

The Deputy Speaker of the

House, Honourable ‘Usman
Zumunta Musa, when con-
tacted on phone, stated that
he was not arrested and that
was away the previous day
on a personal trip.
Meanwhile, the member
representing Quanpaan con-
stituency, Honourable Mike
Dapialong, denied allegations
against him that he was in-
strumental to the EFCC’s
search of members residence,
saying it was unfortunate that

the Speaker could make such
allegations against a member
when the House had resolved
to appear before the EFCC in
the event that any of the
member is picked.

The Speaker, Honourable
Simon Lalong, had accused
the member of being the brain
behind the raid, saving
Dapialong is interested in
taking over his position as
spéaker.

Mbeki

Cont. from pg. 1

have called for a debate on a
constitutional change, pro-
moting speculations over a
third term.

But in an interview with
South African television, Mr.
Mbeki moved to crush such
speculations.

He said that even with its
more than two-thirds major-
ity, the ANC is not going to
use this two-thirds majority
fundamentally to alter the
constitution .

“By the end 0f 2009, I will
have been in a senior posi-
tion in government for 15
years. I think-that’s too long,”
Mr. Mbeki said, adding that
“I think that after 15 years; |
should step aside in any
case.”

The SA National Civics
Organisation - a coalition of
civic organisations broadly
allied to the ANC - has called
for a debate on changing the
constitution so as to allow the
president to run for a third
term in office.

But Mr. Mbeki said the
ANC does not support that
position, despite having won
more than two-thirds of the
seats in parliament in the 2004
election - enough to change
the constitution unilaterally if
it so chooses.

“The ANC has taken the
position that we don’t want
to change the constitution,”
said Mr. Mbeki.

“Even when we got more
than two-thirds majority, we
said that we are not going to
use this two-thirds majority
fundamentally to alter the
constitution. And that re-
mains our position.”

Over the last decade, other
African leaders have drawn
criticisms at home and inter-
nationally for seeking to ex-
tend their terms in office be-

i yond their original mandate.

The chairman house committee on k.s"tates and local government, Hon. Dr. Ahmed Musa
Ibeto, answering questions from newsmen after the inspection tour of the project of Abaji

Area Council chairman... recently.

Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.

Meningitis Kills seven in Bauchi

n outbreak of menin
gitis in Shira, Ganjuwa

nd Dass local gov-
ernment areas of Bauchi state
has claimed seven lives, while
seventeen patients are On
critical condition in hospitals,
Daily Trust investigations
has revealed.

Our correspondent who
was in Shira local government
where eleven cases of the dis-
ease has been reported with
four people already dead as a
result of the infection, reports
that some of the victims are
lying helplessly at the Gen-
eral Hospital, Yana, the head-
quarters of the local govern-
ment, with health personnel
uncertain of what to do.

Malama Aishat Audu told
our correspondent that she
has been on admission with
her son in the hospital for the
past three days, but lamented
that she was not satisfied with
the treatment as the condi-
tion of her son has refused to
improve, even as she is con-
templating taking the sick
child to Birnin Kudu, Jigawa
state.

The Shira local govern-
ment was said to have writ-
ten a letter to the state minis-
try of health for its interven-
tion three weeks ago when the
first case was recorded, with-
out any response from the
ministry. The chairman of the
local government, Alhaji Sule
Hassan Danja, was not avail-

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
Correspondent (Bauchi)

able to confirm the report as
he was said to have travelled
to Bauchi.

The state’s Commissioner,
Professor Iliyasu Mohammed
was not available to confirm
the outbreak as he was not
on seat when our correspon-
dent twice went to his office.

Arrival of Olu of Ilaro, His Royal Highness Oba Adekanbi Tella
the airport for a civic reception for President Olusegun Obasan))
who visited Ogun State... recently.

Pic: Oladipupo Odun
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ormer Sociology
teacher in Ahmadu
| Bello University, Zaria,
' Dr Patrick Wilmot, will return
i to Nigeria this week for the
i memorial lecture of the late
- General Murtala Muhammad.
, Dr Patrick Wilmot was de-
- ported to London in March
' 1988 by the Nigeria Immigra-
| tion Service on the allegations
i that he was preaching a revo-
i lation
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CT) has gulped 50
pillion in the thirty vears of
theexistence of the terntory
FCT Minister, Mallam
Nasir el-Rufat, who stat-d this
Monday at a press brief-
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. By Abubakar Ha runa,
‘ Reporter

The Jamaican born aca-
demic was among the intellec-
tuals that worked for the late
Head of State during his fa-
mous proclamation that “Af-
rica has come of age” and the
eventual freedom for Angola.

Wilmot’s return for a 10-
day visit is being organised
by the civil society organiza-

tions, ASUU activists and

}.? 5 ﬂ]‘ Ee

-5

b3
2y
s

Ay A » & -
Y Al
Dy
G
a4
¥y i 1S 0 0
giol I 1€

Abuja Mast

The minigter
forms carried out 11 the FCT
under his administrafion in-
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Wilmot arrives for Murtala lecture

pro-democracy campaigners. |
According to the programme |
of event put together by the
Centre of Democracy, and De- |

velopment (CDD), Centre for
Information and Technology
and Development (CITAD),

Wilmot will arrive Lagos to- |

MOITOW.
He will hold media events
in the commercial capital the

following day, including meet- |

ing with newspaper and
magazine publishers as well
ok reading programme
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Proper treatment u view

ir ei-Rufai {left) and member represd
ark the 30th year anniversary of FCT in Abuja...

By Qm'day Ejike Ben]amm,\
Senior Reporter ;
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FCT, Hon. Ado Sidi Al
yesterday. Pic: Felix

maintained that he is respon
ing very well to treatment

Though all attempts to sec
Alhaji Jokolo at the private
wing, Ward B of the Nationa
Hospital proved abortive, hi
close aide told our reporte
that the deposed Emir is fa
better now than he w
brought to the hospital las
week

“Am sorry, he'said he car
not speak with you now as
he has been attending to vis
tors who have been troopi
in to see him since mornin
Jokolo’s aide who pleaded
anonymity noted.

Alhaji Jokolo who was
19* holder of the office of th
Emir of Gwandu was deposed
in June last year by Alh
Adamu Aliero; the Kebbi
State governor who replaced
him with retired General
Muhammadu Jega.

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Correspondent (Gomb:
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Suspected
ritualist
plucks
out boy’s

~eyes

| 10-year-old boy,
Shitu Muntari, is now
lying in critical
| condition at the Katsina
General Hospital, having lost
his eyes to a suspected
| ritualist.

According to réports,
Shitu was found in the bush
near Barawa Village,
Batagarawa local
government area, on the
outskirts of Katsina, by a
| good Samaritan last Friday.

He was found lying
unconscious and the good
Samaritan drew the attention
| of the villagers, who reported
the case to the police.

The boy’s father, Malam
Mohammed Muntari, who
was at the hospital with his
son, told the News Agency |
of Nigeria (NAN), that the boy
left home to play with his |
peers around 8 p.m. last |

|

Thursday and never
returned.
He said one of his

neighbours who works in the
hospital, informed him that
the boy was admitted at the
hospital with his eyes
removed. :

The doctor who operated
on the boy’s eyes, Dr Ahmed
Kofar-Bai, toeld NAN that
"Shitu’s right eye was
forcefully removed, while the

attempt was made to remove
ittoo. -

He said a sharp object,
such as knife, was used to
remove the boy’s eye, noting
that “there is no hope that the
| boy will regain his sight”.

Kofar-Bai lamented that
the trauma might lead the boy
to suffer mental retardation
and hypertension. .

left eye was damaged as an

> District Head of
Q‘ iira in Bauchi state,
Aiksji Baba Umar

! Faruq, has lost two of his
i daughters, Safiya and Radia

| building

to a mysterious midnighi
infernio which aiso bumt part
of his house in Azare, tite

headquaires of Katagum
Emirate. The midnight

inferno, according to ihe
people. 15 a mystery as s
source 't!ulzi not. be
immediately asceriained. at
the {ime of guing 10 press.
However, somicsy: np’:\.i")isc“x
hmg,uux.m an electrical fruic
from: ihe buiiding which also
serves as his palac

The ¢ <'nrh,x Ligih
learnt, is siili mat

final year female
student of Auchi
Polytechnic in Edo
state, whose name was given
' as Bose, has committed
I'suicide. The deceased was
said tc have taken her life
after discovering that she
failed for the second time, the

' same course that prevented

' her from graduating last year.
i A family source who
i confirmed the suicide,told
“the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) at Igarra,
: headquarters of Akoko-Edo
| council at the weekend, that
' the deceased left a suicide
[note., ~ _

Student comnm:
suicide

Bose, a finai yeor student
of busingss managemes
was to have graduated fas
academic sessiun, but o &
particplar course che fatl

Witnesses explained
on discovering that siic hed
again failed the same coumc
she drank poison and dizd,

The deceased was said i

be the choir mistress of fer |

church in Igarra.
A family member said size
was able to have easy access
to the poison because she
used to assist her father in
managing the salc of chemies

products whick the fassilyoi =

was not°d for in mc town
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the Deputly Govemnor, Alhaji
Abduimalik Mahmud, has
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_ _surrendered NlIm
. $10,000 to SP Peters who
_allegedly declared only

nvestigation into the
armed robbery incident at
the Standard Chartered

Bank, Wuse II Abuja, on
- December 8, took a dramatic

turn last week when police

" Corporal Mathew Mato

_ handed the rest to the police.

Mato that he

and

said

N2.25m and $10,000 to the

- FCT command.

Cpl Mato who was
arrested in his hometown
‘Luwana, near Lere in Kaduna
State on the 11" of December,
2005 by Superintendent of
' Police, Marvellous Peters-led
‘team from the Criminal
Investigation Department
/(CID), of the FCT police
‘command, was reported to
‘have recovered a large brown
bag of money from the
suspect before he escaped six
days later from custody in

Kaduna.

The proposed site for Mato’s building project

Police shared m

phone that after he was
arrested by the team and taken
to Kaduna, a substantial
amount of his share of the
bank robbery loot which he

Mallam  Abuabakar
Shuaibu, who said he was the
one that Mato asked to go
into his room in the village
and bring out the bag of
money and hand it over to SP
Peters who'later put the bag
in the boot of his vehicle, said
the: money was neither
counted in the village to know
the arrested amount nor was
it counted at Ramin Kura
police out-post station
supervising Luwana.

Heavily armed men

yNllm

By Shehu Abubakar, Reporter:

Jari Dodo

numbering about 10, dressed
in police and army uniform,
stormed the Wuse II branch.
of Standard Charted Bank on
December 8, between 1pm
and 2pm and robbed the bank
of large sums of money in

robbery, one of the vehicles
allegedly used in the
operation, a Carina car, was
involved in an accident near
Sheraton Hotel & Towers and
was abandoned with N1.75m
cash in the boot of the car.
The car and the money were
recovered by the police.

The FCT commissioner of
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi,
said vital documents found in
the car revealed the identity
of Cpl Mathew Mato of
MOPOL 5 unit, Benin City.

loot — Says arrested police corpora

gathered that when Mathew
Mato could not be found in
his station in Benin City, SP
Peters led his team to
Saminaka police division from
where an inspector was asked

gathered that one Sgt
Maigizo, a Kurama by tribe
and who knew Luwana very
well, was asked to guide the
team. The team, according to
a reliable source, met the
District Headwof the area,
Alhaji Umaru Shuaibu and
introduced themselves as
friends of Mathew Mato who
were in the village to see him.

Confirming this to Daily
Trust in his palace, the District
Head, Alhaji Shuaibu, said

Mato had earlier arrived the

village on t ecember, 10,
2005 and showed him a Carina
car he claimed to have
bought. He said Mato also
told him that he bought
several tipper load of sand
and 100 bags of cement with

_alleged that the police handed over to the both local and foreign to lead them to Ramin Kura which he intended to build a
investigation team shared investigation team was currencies. police out-post station. house.
part of his loot before they shared by them in Kaduna. At the scene of the At the station, it was The District Head said he

blessed Mato and when he
left, he summoned the village
head of Luwana, the Wazin
(Prime Minister), Mr. Yani
Mai-Samari and Reverend
Ibrahim Azato of ECWA
church and asked them to
assemble the next day afte

church service and invited
Mato and his father to know
Mato’s source of income.

“I was told that Mato was
at the church the next day,
December 11, 2005, but was
not told of the meeting, up to
the time he left for Saminaka
with one of his childhood
friends. Not quite long when
he left, the team came and said
they were his friends. I told
them to wait for him because
fhie hias gone to Saminaka and
will return before 9pm but they

. Speaking exclusively to
e  this reporter, the Vilince Head said they will go and comc
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hunters, vigilante and the
youths barricaded all roads
leading to the village. They
raised alarm that robbers have
invaded the town. The District
Head said he sent the village
head and the prime minister
to check what was happening.
“The village head came

i back to tell me that the same
| people that came earlier to tell

me that they were Mato’s
friends were the ones that
trailed him, handcuffed him
and said they were going with
him. He said they were
policemen but we only
recognized Sgt. Maigizo. I said
to him, since you recognise
Sgt. Maigizo, ask the boys to
dismantle the roadblocks and
escort them until they leave
the village.

“I was angry that the
situation was not handled
well. The police team showed
that they did not have
confidence in the traditional
institutions. I expected them
to have simply told me that

' they were policemen. Mato

has committed an offence and
they want him. I would have
handed over Mato to them
quietly,” the District Head
said.

The Village Head, said he

i accompanied the team out of

the village up to Ramin-Kura
from where himself and the
secretary to the district head
disembarked. He said Mato
and his friend, Kajere, a truck
driver found with him, were
arrested and taken away. So
also the Carina bought by
Mato was equally taken away.

The village head said in

 less than 30 minutes, the team

came back and met him at

' Ramin-Kura and said Mato
- has admitted taking part in the
| robbery and promised to

surrender his loot to the
police. So, he should again
assist them and escort them
back to Luwana where the loot
was kept.

“We drove straight to
Mato’s father’s compound.

-1 All this while, the father did

not know what was
happening. He was not at
home. After collecting the
money, I again saw them off
to Ramin-Kura to ensure that
nobody harassed them based
on their initial attitude. All the
elders of the village pleaded
with them to release Kajere
because he knows no where
other than the village, but
they refused and went with
him,” he said.

He said Kajere, being a
childhood friend of Mato and
because he was seen in
company of Mato when they
were returning from Saminaka,
was equally arrested by the
team on the allegation that
they might have robbed the
bank together. Kajere was
however, released from
detention the next day when
the team was satisfied about
his innocence.

At the Saminaka police
division where Mato was
detamed over mght thlS

reporter gathered that all
efforts by the DPO, CSP
Magaji, to convince SP Peters
to count the money recovered
from Mato in the village and
recorded same in their station
diary as required by police
regulations failed.

SP Peters was reported to
have said it was purely an
Abuja affair and so he should
be left alone. SP Peters was
said to have spent the night
in a chalet at Saminaka Motel
with the bag of money.

However, SP Peters was
said to have had a lengthy
discussion in private with
Mato after which he directed
that Mato’s hand-set, shoes,
belt and other items earlier
retrieved from his pockets be
returned to him.

The source said the team
first left Saminaka towards
Kano with Mato before they
later returned to the station
and told them that Mato
received a phone call on the
way which made them to
change their route towards
Kaduna.

At Kaduna, it was
gathered that Mato revealed
to the investigation team the
names of three officials of the
Standard Chartered Bank,
Abuja, who collaborated with
his team by advising the gang
to attack the bank when large
sum of money was believed
to have been transferred to
the branch.

The Inspector General of
Police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero,
confirmed the arrest of three
officials of the bank for
questioning over their alleged
roles in the robbery. He did
not, however, give the names
of the bank officials nor did
he reveal the actual amount
carted from the bank during
the robbery.

It was at Kaduna that SP
Peters team was said to have
counted the money recovered
from Mato and reportedly
declared the sum of N2.25m
and $10,000 dollars as the
amount recovered from him.
Mato was said to have been
angry with that development.

Lehentia Judi

Daily

He alleged that the
amount declared by SP Peters
did not tally with the one he
surrendered to the team. He
reportedly told his relations
on phone that he watched the
team share a substantial part
of the amount among
themselves.

The FCT Commissioner
of Police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi,
told newsmen at a press
conference that a total of N4m
and $10,000 were recovered
from Mato as his share of the
loot from the robbery.

Mr. Alobi explained that
the sum of N1.75m was
recovered from the Carina
with fake registration number
BZ 580ABC abandoned by
the robbers on the day of the
robbery while the sum of
N2.26m and $10,000 was
recovered from Mato in his
village.

On the sixth day of his
arrest while still in Kaduna
helping the police to
apprehend other members of
his gang, Mato was said to
have escaped un-hurt from
the custody of SP Peters.

SP Peters led his team
back to Saminaka division,
this time with a request for
assistance to arrest the entire
family of Mathew Mato from
Luwana over Mato’s escape
in Kaduna.

The District Head of
Luwana, Alhaji Umaru
Shuaibu, was contacted and
he obliged the police request
by mobilizing Mato’s father,
Mr. Jari Dodo, the mother,
Mrs. Aroma Jadi and Mato’s
two younger brothers, Ishaku
and Lehemia.

The Wazirin Luwana,
Yani Mai-Samari, said the
District Head, the Village
Head, himself, the Reverend
and other elders of the
community, accompanied
them to the station at
Saminaka where they were
detained and later conveyed
to Abuja.

He said it was at the
station that the idea to phone
Mato came and when the
village head, Mallam Shuaibu,
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Police shared my N11m loot - Says arrested police corporal

phoned him, Mato urged him
to call back after 13 minutes
because he was driving and
hopes o reach his destination
by then.

“Mallam Shuaibu called
him back after 13 minutes and
we spoke for a very long time
with the village head and the
district head. He also spoke
with the mother and the DPO.
We all tried to convince him
to either come home or tell us
where he was.

“When I told him the
police have arrested the
mother, father and his two
brothers and were taking them
to Abuja, he started crying on
the phone. He told me he was
in Lagos looking for money
before he could return. The
DPO assured him that if he
could come immediately to
Saminaka, he assured him that
the parents and brothers will
be immediately released. But
he insisted he was not coming
until he gets some money,” he
said.

On his part, Mato’s father,
Mr. Jari Dodo, told this
reporter that he has not set
his eyes on Mato within the
two days he spent in the
house before he was arrested.
He said when Mato visited
the village on Saturday, he
was at the farm. He said he
slept off before Mato
returned home that night and
left for church service before
he woke up.

“I was in the church when
1 heard that Mato has donated
N20,000 to the church. He left
the church before me. From
the church, I proceeded to my
farm and returned late in the
night after he had been
arrested and taken away by
the police. Before I went to
Saminaka police station on
Monday, they had already left
with him,” he said.

He however, confirmed
that Mato bought sand and a
hundred bags of cement with
which he intended to start the
building of his house in the
village. He said he had not
seen Mato with any large sum
of money or vehicle in the
past.

He also confirmed that SP
Peters arrested him, his wife
Aroma, his two children,
Ishaku and Lehemia as well
as Mato’s mother and father-
in-laws from Zaria and
detained them at the FCT
police command in Abuja for
41 days. He said they were
questioned over Mato’s

whereabout = while in
detention.
On the -educational

background of Mato, his
father Dodo, said after his
primary education, Mato
went to Government Day
Junior Secondary School,
Fadan-Kahugu where he
studied for less than two
years before he left the school
due to an eye problem.

“He has not been to any
school since then until he was
recruited into the Nigeria
police about five years ago

- and went to Police College,

Abubakar Shuaibu g

Waziri Yani Mai-Samari
Kaduna. He worked in
Kaduna before he was later
transferred to Benin City. I do
not know the certificate or
educational qualification with
which he used in joining the
police,” he said.

Mr. Dodo said he was
surprised that his son is
linked with armed robbery,
adding, “until I see him and
hear from him, it will be very
difficult for me to believe the
story. But even if he is an
armed robber, he must have
learnt how to rob while in the
police force. No doubt they
taught him how to shoot gun.
I only taught him how to
farm.”

Mato’s younger brother,
Lehemia, told this reporter
that they were arrested by the
police, dehumanized and ill-
treated  without any
justification. “They said my
brother was an armed robber.
They  arrested  him,
handcuffed him and took him
away. Days later, they came
back to arrest all of us and
detain us in Abuja for 41 days
without any offence of ours.

“I am not sure that is what

the laws of this country
provide. Even ifhe is an armed
robber, he has never gone on
robbery with us or shared his
loot with us, but look at what
we have suffered. I think our

case - deserves
attention,” she said.

Daily Trust investigation
at the force headquarters in
Abuja revealed that Mato
might have falsified his
records and promoted himself
a corporal as all his records in
both the secret and open
registries indicate that he was
until his arrest, a police
constable.

In the meantime, Mathew
Mato has been re-arrested by
the police in Benin City. Edo
State police spokesman, ASP
Peter Oboi, confirmed the
arrest. Sources at the FCT
police command said Mato
had been transferred to
Abuja at the weekend.

FCT commissioner of
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi,
said the -police are still

special

investigating the robbery and

the circumstances of Mato's
escape.
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j n Abuja Chief
| magistrate yesterday
| sentenced seven

|people to two years imprison-
'ment each for illegally dealing
\in petroleum products.

| The convicts, Raphael Jo-
‘nathan, Aminu Zakari, John
{Abraham, Yahaya Muham-
'med, Abdul Usman, Abonyi
{Oliver and Tijani Abdul, all of
‘no fixed address, were found
guilty under section 97 of the
penal code.

The prosecuting pollce
officer, Assistant Suprinte-
ndent of Police (ASP), Joseph
Onu, told the court that the
suspects were arrested along
Lokoja road in a lorry with

registration number A. A. 254

Robbers attack two

Aje, by an officer of the Niger-
ian Army, A. A. Malnui.

The lorry, according to
the prosecution, carried five
drums containing different
‘petroleum products and four
‘motorcycles.

The prosecution further |

PETROL DEAL
Seven bag two years
imprisonment

By Abdulwahab De_]l A pkobl

said that when the accused
were questioned at the police
station, they could not give
any reasonable account of
the said products.

Pleading on behalf of the
convicts, Barrister Friday H.
Enefola, prayed the court to
temper justice with mercy,
adding that they were all
applicants in the labour market
and also first offenders.

The presiding chief magi-
strate, Usman Ahmad, said in
view of the plea by the defe-
nce counsel, he sentenced
the accused to two years imp-
risonment each with an opti-
on 0of N10,000 fine each.

One of the quird Be '

licopter 407 when it was displayed at the

wo Abuja based
journalists  were
attacked and robbed

of their money and valuables
in their various homes by

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

gunmen suspected to be
armedrobbers

Suleja residents decry rise in

crime, prostitution

uleja re51dents have
S raised alarm over an
| increase in criminal act-
livities and prostitution,
§around the Suleja barracks.

| Residents who spoke to
{our reporter said although Sh-
‘ariah was introduced in Niger
|state as a whole but the law
jexempted the military bar-
rracks.

 Some residents said that

:ithe barracks have become a’

‘new haven for people enga-
\ged in illicit trade like the sale
lof Indian hemp, hard drugs,
‘alcohol and prostitution.
Daily Trust investigations
revealed that most of the
'inhabitants of the barracks are

retired soldiers.

A resident who spoke with
Daily Trust on condition of
anonymity, said the happen-
ings around the barracks are
affecting the moral character
of their children, noting that
a secondary school is located
opposite the military barracks.

“The police are aware of
this. There was a case of robb-
ery that took place in Abuja
and the suspects were arre-
sted. After thorough invest-
igation, it was discovered that
the robbery was planned in
Suleja barracks,” he said.

When our reporter visited
the scene, the story was
confirmed. A retired soldier

who spoke with Daily Trust,
said that the vicinity is shar-
iah-free and that only alcohol
was being sold.

A member of the shariah
implementation committee in
the state, Alhaji Habib Mad-
aki, said: “the situation is
worse than you think. We hear
that apart from India Hemp,
some people transact cocaine
business.”

He said “the barracks is
out of bound to us. We there-
fore call on the governor and
other relevant authorities to
rescue the situation.”

Madaki also attributed the
increase in social crisis in
Suleja to el-Rufai-led demol-
ition exercise in Abuja which
led to the influx of people into
Suleja.

One of the victims
residing at Pyakassa said he
was hit severally with a locally
made pistol and a club while
his money, handset and wrist-
watches were taken away.

The other victim, a
cameraman working for a
television station, said the
suspects went to his house
at Lugbe while he was away
and stole the sum of N18, 000
meant for his upcoming
wedding, his dresses,
electronic appliances and
other valuable items.

During the attack at
Pyakassa, the victim said
though he did not hesitate to
give the suspects his money,
GSM handset and wrist-
watches and that of his wife
as they demanded, the
attackers beat him up in the

presence of his wife and
children.

He said the suspected
armed robbers who were
angry that they could not get
much money from him, hit him
severally with a locally made
pistol on the head until he
started bleeding.

He said the attackers who
were convinced that he had
more money to give them, also
used a club to hit him
repeatedly on the back until
they noticed he was slipping
into unconsciousness.

The journalist told this
reporter that the hoodlums
gained entry into his house
after they forcefully removed
the window and the burglary
proof of his sitting room. He
said they had earlier made
attempts to force open the
iron door to the sitting room

headquarters,Abuja recently

PLx

journalists in Abuja

but failed.
At Lugbe, those who
robbed the television

. cameraman were said to have |

robbed his neighbours before
breaking the door to his room |
to remove almost all he had. |

He said the only things |
left for him in his room after |
the robbery were his bed, |
mattress, curtains, chairs and |
table. He said all other|
movable items were taken |
away.

The reporter, who said he |
made a personal complamt to
the FCT commissioner of |
police, Mr. Lawrence Alobi, |
on the issue, said he was |
satisfied with the efforts the
police were making to trace
the robbers.

All efforts to contact Mr.
Alobi for comments failed as
he was said to be away from
the office at the weekend.
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people are now in
police net in conne-
ction with the death of

two middle-aged men who
were stabbed to death during
a street fight in Lagos at the
weekend.

Detectives attached to the
State Criminal Investigation
Department (SCID), Panti, in
Yaba arrested the suspects,
Amechi and Emeka Agware
residents of Oja-Oba area of
Abule-Egba, for alleged
complicity in the death of one
Sani Balogun.

A fight was said to have
ensued between the dece-
ased and the two suspects
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By Bola Ojuola, (Lagos) |
was not immediately known.
Another victim identified as
Ibrahim, was allegedly stab-
bed to death by one Kaliya
during a fight at airport bus-
stop, Agege motor road also
at the weekend.

Sources told Daily Trust
that the two men had engaged
in a serious fight in the cause
of which Ibrahim was alleg-
edly stabbed on the neck with
a broken bottle by Kaliya and
he collapsed as a result.

He was said to have been
rushed to a nearby private
hospital where he died from
uccssn e 1055 of blood.

Three arrested over
compllclty in. murder case

Olubode Ojajuni, who conf-
irmed the arrest of the three
suspects and the death of the
victims, said they have rem-
oved the corpses to the pub-
lic mortuary for autopsy.

He said they were still
investig-ating the cases.

In a related development,
a commercial bus-driver was
said to have run over a one-
year old child close to his
parents compound in Anth-
ony area on Friday.

The vehicle with registr-
ation number AJ 69 LSD, was
said to be reversing when it
ran over the baby.

The driver of the vehicle
identified simply as Friday,
has since been arrested.
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The desire to fulfill dreams and be secure are two critical considerations when building a
well deserved retirement plan.

At First Alliance Pension and Benefits Limited, we are committed to helping you realise

your refirement goals by ensuring that your investments are properly managed.
This is because pension is not new to First Alliance.

At First Alliance, we are committed to the highest standards of professionalism and

efficiency.

Welcome to a new era in pensions.

First Alliance is 25% owned by m Cubed Employee Benefit, a premier South
African wealth management company.

m Cubed has tested experience in Pension Fund Management, managing
N917 billion in assets and administering N 1,280 trillion. The company brings its

asset management, technical, IT and professional expertise to bear on First Alliance.

FIRST ALLIANCE PENSION & BENEFITS LTD.
RC 611157

Plot 82, Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse II, Abuija,

P O. Box 10260, Garki, Abujo

Tel +234 09 413 9107 Fax +234 09 413 9108

Call centre 0803 PENSION, +234 09 413 1409

Email:marketing@firstalliancepension.com

ALDER==




681 paysi|qeis3

S[UEHISIL

¢ a19ymAue ‘sawnAue Auedwod poob - piedisiiy

‘Buideq Pios Yum pied ay] -
pieDisii4

wod MBI UeqISI MMM JISIA

10 9689 LS¥ Z0B0'€89599Z-10 1€D
saunbua 104

“Auedwiod
poob saxew shemje pieyisiy

SUONDBSURI) UO L3I SINS

syjuoul
Z 01 dn jo pouad a3 1saiau|

b

v
@ma
N
<

S
Q

BSN 0} JUSIUBAUOD PUe JUNIAS AISA

‘DPIMPLIOM (S3}ISQaM SNOIBLUNU
buipnpur) s18pNO uoljjiw o€ pue
SIIUNOD QLT 19A0 Ul pAdaddy o

Juegisayd
WO QYVIYILSYIN 941 St predisily

paedIsiy
JUSIUBAUOD pue Bjqepuadap ayl
SALLIOY YuegIsttd JO (RIS YT WOy

Powyy LS Q::_s

L8sgy

hE2T pop 0002 atns

Tuesday, February 7 2




BPave 10

Daily Trust

Tuesday, February 7, 2006

Opiriiorz

i or some weeks running
now, my attention has
been taken over by

some disturbing issues and

comments in newspapers re-
garding politics in Gombe

State, and especially the cam-

paigns of calumny being or-

chestrated by some dis-
gruntled politicians against
the person of His Excellency,
| Governor Muham-mad

i Danjuma Goje. The nasty

. campaigns werr not only

' against his person but also

extended to his dynamic and
purposeful administration.
Come to think of it, these
lost-out elements through
their comments, actions and
public utterances want to
portrait the situation in

: Gombe State as that of an

. environment of growing cul-

i ture of violence. They have

continued to disguise under

one cover or the other to

: achieve their selfish motives.

But one cover that has
given them the most needed
opportunity was the little up-
roar that ensued at the venue
of a marriage ceremony that
the governor attended in

Nafada. A minister from that

state, Colonel Musa

Gombe politics and campaigns of calumny

Muhammad was there too.
That was a wedding cer-
emony at which people from
different walks of life at-
tended. The wedding was
just a social gathering and a
function sanctioned by Is-
lam; a religion that both the
governor and the minister
proffers. So what is new or
strange about this? It is a dif-
ficult scenario and even un-
tenable for anybody to bra-
zenly concoct any story and
expect people to believe
when all that happened was
witnessed by the hundreds
of people in attendance.
That was not to be as some
so-called highly-placed indi-
viduals, but also unprincipled
and self-centred came out to
give newspaper interviews
and pass comments, which
were not the true reflections
of what really took place. But
like I said, disgruntled ele-
ments under the guise of poli-
tics will always find cover to
perpetrate all their nefarious
and evil plans just for them
to actualise their selfish ob-

ther violence nor

of violence.”

“Furthermore, it is on record during
the election in which the governor
emerged victorious that there was nei-

any political up-

heaval. On the contrary, there were ju-
bilation and celebration all over the
state attesting to his popularity and love
for peace and progress in Gombe State.
It should be remembered that he was
contesting against a serving governor,
and what a rare feat that Muhammad
Danjuma Goje was able to accomplish
without victory, bloodletting or any sort

Dowekmwﬂaatoneday

P  speeches, critiques through
“we will all appear before the media stations and newspa-
- Almighty and all creations to  pers. I think Hajiya Sa’adatu’s
- account for all our deeds? Do attitude of isolation was due
- we knuw that our feet, hands to hesconception of lifetobe a
’ : i _devoted housewife who pre-
- ferred to live her life serving her
Almlghiy" Do we know that husband and looking after her.
we are going to be judged ac-  small kids as is conceived by
cording to our deeds and ac-  Islamic teachings, which to my
tions? Do we know that the trust is the best way every
reward of those with good woman should do for herself.
' ise and wrong But my attempt here is to
ones is heﬁ fie? belch out my feelings as many
~ Dowehavepantheisminour Nigerians will wish to over
‘deeds and actions? Certainly, such havoc and to denounce
a person that has such a reli- in totality all those human
f glous creed would not have butchers over their immoral at-
gaged himself in such mis- titude towards humanity. I also
erqb anq ruthless murder  wish to extend my message to
whgc 1§m p,gaxg».gf even,, many Nigerians over this bru-,
i P 5 p gy Rl o o AP o
i ccnt sister, wifc and a mother,, . That was not the first time |
i whedevotedherhfeﬁme look- Nigeria had experienced such

_ing after her kids and her be-

~asa former governor and a

~prominent person in Nigerian
politics whom I usually came

across his interviews,

_mnrder whisrh s maactio

Peopie hke Bola Ige, Harry

|  ByllyasEMBadr |

jectives.

Governor Muhammad
Danjuma Goje is a well-bred
personality. He is a man well-
groomed and always deter-
mined to positively touch on
the lives of his people. This
has since made him one of
the few respected grassroots
politician in Gombe State. His
style of association with the
ordinary people goes way
back even before his days as
a minister; and when he was
elected to serve as the chief
executive of the state, to Goje
it was just another bigger plat-
form to make the difference
in political performance.

Furthermore, it is on record
during the election in which
the governor emerged victo-
rious that there was neither
violence nor any political up-
heaval. On the contrary, there
were jubilation and celebra-
tion all over the state attest-
ing to his popularity and love
for peace and progress in
Gombe State. It should be re-
membered that he was con-
testing against a serving gov-
ernor, and what a rare feat that
Muhammad Danjuma Goje
was able to accomplish with-
out victory, bloodletting or
any sort of violence.

Givien this scenario, it is
difficult for all decent and dis-
cerning people to believe
anybody coming out today to
tell us that Danjuma Goje
would engage anyone in po-
litical violence just at an ordi-
nary social function like a
marriage ceremony. This is
unthinkable. And there are
the lies and hearsays that the
detractors of the governor
have been peddling all
around that at the said cer-
emony, his ’Yankalare militia
were instructed to attack the
minister.

The lles unfortunately

htxcal terronsm

Marshal, among many others
tasted such miserable death

_and we are all witnesses to that.

But the questions that are
raised whenever such inci-
dents occurr are; why the kill-

__ ing? Who are behind it? What
- measures are to be taken?

But our answers always are

_ mute. Are we supposed to fold

pening like this without stop-

ping them? The sorrow and

_panic that were spread in the

‘minds of people, in which the
death was not the cause but
the manner and nature in which
the killing was done was what
ignited so much fear and sus-
picion in the public; that if such
very prominent people in Ni-
geria as the former minister
could be killed what way and
be treated in such beastly and
barbaric manner, what would
be the fate of an ordinary citi-
zens like me and you? Are we
compelled to butcher our kith
and kin in order to achieve our
political or whatsoever goals?
Do we know the grievousness
of a sin accompanied by such

_actions? How solid are we over

our depravity? Are we faithful

+ to ourselves? Is it a reality or

fantasy? We need answers to

o Asa TR R L

found willing ears from some
respected journalists in the
media who believed hook,
line and sinker the stories
dished out by the
doomsayers from Gombe
State.

Forthright, focused and
objective as ever, Alhaji
Danjuma Goje recently ad-
dressed the citizens of
Gombe State in his character-
istic manner. He made it clear
that he neither supports nor
condones' the activities of the
Yankalare militia group. In
fact, as the chief security of-
ficer of the state has demon-
strated his capacity to cause
the arrest and prosecution of
not only Yarnkatare, but any
person or.group of persons
that pose great security risk
to the state.

That singular address put
to shame all those that had
been going with stories that
the governor was the
founder, the financier and
supporter of this group. It has
come to light that these thugs
are operating on their own or
that their financiers and sup-
porters are those political big
wigs who want to see Gombe
State in political turmoil or up
in flames so that they can
manipulate events to meet up
their parochial agenda.

The nuisance posed by
political thugs like the
’ Yankalare is not peculiar to
Gombe alone; it is rather a
phenomenon parading the
political landscape of Nigeria.
Indeed, Alhaji Danjuma Goje
ought to be commended, be-
cause as we all know the prob-
lem of breeding thugs is be-
ing caused by poverty and
unemployment. These twin
problems the governor has
been able to address with the
speed and dynamism of a
purposeful leader.

Youths in Gombe State are
bemg gamfully engaged in

economic ventures through
the laudable programmes of
the administration and some
of their leaders have also been
given some responsibilities to
make their contribution and
feel the care of the govern-
ment as regard their plight and
welfare. This policy of engag-
ing the youth has been pay-
ing off, but one is sure that at
this period of the economic
downturn, you only make a
conscious effort but you
can’t have a hundred per cent
success. However, Governor
Danjuma has made tremen-
dous success in this direction.

Those who have some po-
litical issues to settle with the

governog-are-the” same-people-
posing -great danger to their-

party in the state. They want
to hijack the machinery of the
party to dance to their whims
and caprices; and where they
fail; they will then resort to
blackmail and campaign of
calumny. They will stop at
nothing, even selling their
honour, if at all they have it.

As commentators, we owe
it a duty not only to the people
of Gombe State, but to the
general public to aim at put-
ting issues in their proper per-
spective. That is why it burns
one’s heart when one ob-
serves how some journalists
sell themselves out or throw
the ethics of their profession
to the winds. Lots of articles
and analyses have appeared
on the pages of some news-
papers and lots of such com-
ments and reports went on the
air, especially through some
foreign media.<

Some of such reports left
much to be desired and com-
ing from so called journalists
in the field. It is hoped and
one will continue to pray that
such journalists will remember
the cardinal principles of jour-
nalism as they write their re-
ports pass their comments or

write their analyses. This w
save the public from rece
ing disinformation, hal!
truths or even concocted st
ries.

At the final analysis, the
write-up recalls the recent
resolution passed by 1
Gombe State Elders Forun
the People’s Democratic
Party under the headship of
Alhaji Isa Umar Hina t
Batartt of Hina.

The forum whic
pressed serious concern
over the attitude of some P
elders who were bent on
blackmailing the governor
Alhaji Muhammad Danjuma
Goje on the pages of new
papers by engaging the s
vices of reporters of so
foreign media who were work
ing out of the content of the
ethics of journalism.

The forum however
newed its total support for
the policies and programmes
of the state governmer
Alhaji Isa Umar Hina also said
the aim of such acts was to
divert government’s atten-
tion on the execution of
able programmes embarked
upon by the state’s number
one man.

The forum therefore
warned that the elders of the
party would not fold their
arms watching some self-
centred and unpatriotic po
ticians waging war of char-
acter assassination against
the government of Gombe
State; saying that enough 1s
enough. It also supported the
steps being taken by the gov-
ernment to check the activi-
ties of the 'Yankalare boys
being sponsored by some ill-
motivated politicians who
have contributed nothing to
the development of the state
and its creation.

Ilyas I. M. EI-Badr,
Nasarawa Quarters, Gombe
LG, Gombe State.

venom appeared within us

which need to be terminated.
- My heart bleeds over the mur-
derous havoc normal cut-
which suddenly
emerged in the heart of Kano

throat

city. It is known to everyone
that even during war, women
and children are allowed not to
be killed, but the deceased was
chased into her inner room, tor-
tured and slaughtered like a
goat. Why? | think it was very
unfair, even if the husband of
the deceased would had to be
frustrated through political
threats, his innocent wife who
was not a combatant in the
political war should have been
let alone. But the envy and an-
ger of the human butcher de-
scended on the wrong and in-
nocent target. What gain did
the murderers here achieve
through this gruesome mur-
der? Only God knows.

We are lost! Our time is al-
ways passing away not know-
ing that we cannot rewind a
second no matter the cost. We
are wasting our time, energy,
and resources in killing and

torturing our kith and kin in_

order. to achieve our contro-

ways facilitate and encourage .

political terrorism within our
community, as other commu-

_ milk invaded their lands while

blood and sins invaded ours.

Development has reached ev-
while we are left be-

hind emboldening envy and
selfishness among ourselves.
Themcelsgemngtqanendv»

while we are yet to join. The
reign of civilisation has almost
reached its peak; we are still
practising

Enough is enough' We need

to turn to the turning point. We

need a sanitised and absti-
_nence democracy for our na-

tion. Why can’t we copy since

_ we cannot learn from even

smaller nations not as impor-
tant and great as Nigeria? We
should not let the viper to re-
grow and produce enmity
within our society. Both gov-
emment and public should be
at surveillance of those blood
suckers, and shall face the
wrath of the arm of law before
the public. A child that disturbs
his mother’s sleep, he too will

never sleep. We shall respect
the rule of God and the rule of
law. We need to re-mould, re-

orient and restructure and pu-
niyourrot.ﬁnsrenundsnu f
the statement made by one of
our great nationalists, the
founder and leader of NCNC,

_ Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe, which
says, “when a team of dedi-

cated Nigerians with a sense
of mission, patriotic vision and
inspired imaginations assume
the reins of government, they
can not fail to read the writings
on the wall”.

Lastly, I will like to extend

my condolences to Alhaji

Muhammad Abubakar Rimi
and his entire family and rela-
tives in particular and Kano
State in general over this trag-
edy. May the gentle soul of
Hajiya Sa’adatu rest in perfect
peace, likewise the other dead
ummahs, ameen.

Ibrahim Garba Aliya,
Giginyu Quarters, Kano is a
student of Political Science,
Bayero University, Kano.

brahimgarbaaliyu@yahoo.com.

“That was not the first time Nigeria had wq;eriena'd
such murder which are mostly alleged to be political
killings, but 1 say it is political terrorism. People like

.. Bola Ige, Harry Marshal, among many others tasted
versial political goals. We al- s % e

such miserable death and we are all witnesses to that.
But the questions that are raised whenever such inci-

dents occurr are; why the killino2 Who ave hohid 2
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igeria is unarguabi, .
great country whose 1.

.sources - natural and
human - are incomparable in
sub-Saharan Afr The na

tion i as 1e

C(
HS ! ( Lo eeCom
of 15th Janu
ary during the
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ture i Kaduna was 2 reat dis-

grace not only to the vouths

who were seemingly the cul-
prits i *hL r: !’pt"(‘dinI at

af the Wanior

SMIKC\ m(s. (}u..atma
hea lth, employment, farming,

| textiles, delegatior of .mtbor-

ity, chastisemient of all culprits,
general obedience fo law and
ardet, disciphne and general
social welfare, eic., it is an out-
right blackmail to apportion
any such anti-social and itliter-

ate conduct €0 the person of

Right Honousabie M
Habin Bake. ar

rinwa.ions and ICT sectors
2« ming. as confidence

h .« a1 revived in the
ooty, i debt relief se-
and cunsoldadion o the
1 sectot i. cenire
S ittr:
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1 ict, it can only fura out
to be a paradox if an sider
thout an inkling of the state

aost state given 4
when the hooligans wer :
mg on the invited dwrnm*rw
gumcv in and coming out of the
conference venue, the chunk
of the Nigerian Police Force
who were drafted did not con-
trol the situation por did (ucv
make any arrest. However,
the tradition of the picsent du
901 itics of witch-hunting

our nation’s body pelitic. De-
mocracy without mincing words
15 a desideratum for any nation
evelop. The real
ited N

ations A

copt i
that the Y can *.m soldce in sus-
pending h"w fov three mun"“»
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This presentation 13 not in-
tended fo he 3 marketing stint-
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clared his intention to rup, bu
the reality on ground mdu,ate\
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fors aud mnt £
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i the gunem.

Deputy Governors of the vari-
ous states, and to the member-
ship af the Senate

he House

a [iatk e
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pusition he has attais
he reinains &8 man m unbelicv-
able sympathy. humility and
civility. Whoever comes close
to him i in for a shock from
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tive consequences.

In the past, the Independent
National Electoral Commission
| sadly u)mprumsed her in-
yendence by going cap in
the executive begging
fund

M

and ¢

¢ ther statutory

NEC under Pr

fadﬁhd*

Rabiu Bako ar¢ sunply trans-
ierred aggression.

Al this junciure, let all sanc
individuals reason with the
that all that took place at
venue was a show of
that the

act

’(' Say
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it Bauchi Staie

it pentleman. The

wence of this gentieman
governor of Bauchi

(e i 2007 will transform the

state sconomically and so-

cially and will also restore the

people’s hope and confidence
in governiment in the areas of
prudeat management of re-
sources and the implementa-

tion of people-oriented

programmes and policies like

etaployment-generation, af-

“ord‘i‘-h: food production,

' education, vibrant

stem, atfordable
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anng our democracy

through the Electronic Voting
System (EVS) thereby enhanc-
ing the conduct of a less acri-
monious election that would
be acceptable to all and sun-
dry. The National Assembly
should expeditiously approve
and release the N60.5 billion
INEC Budget for 2007 General
Elections. Only this will guar-
intee INEC’s ability to cc
icceptable free and f

ctions next year. It is hop
that INEC would judicious
nds allotted to it,

erity will never forgy\.\-
1t fas to hve up to expec
Ur James Okoronkwo lives

in Abuja. o
“Sai Buhart.” So it followes that
either the sponsored hoodlums
were favourably disposed to
Buhari in spite of their pay-off
dues or the table was all tured
against their sponsors (Kaikayi
ya koma kan mashekiya).

No matter the power game,
one should not bite the finger
that fed him. The positive po-
litical contribution of our leader
Rt Hon. Rabiu Bako and t
political electoral success of
CGovernor Makarfi are foo sig-
nificant to be swept under the
carpet of political
colourlessness. We know
where we came from, we know
where we are and of course, we
definitely know where we are
going.

Let the going go and we
shall see who the non-starters
are. We are vehemently and
unrepentantly committed to
Vice President Atiku Abubakar
for the 2007 presidency and not

to any dark horse.

Lastly, all that Nigerians are

‘ looking and praying for is total

political freedom. The right to
equal and level political fields,
not a situation where all other
politicians have been banned
from posting posters whereas
the whole Kaduna metropolis
s filled with Makarfi’s 2007

posters.
Now, who is fooling who'
Mallam © Ibr'ah;'m

Moltamim&d “Inliwa ‘Tela, se¢

retdih 4&‘1erz*ﬂ 4lluh Kadwn.
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f'you believe the grapevine
Illu official grapevine, that

is, then the erstwhile Army
Chief, General, Victor Malu
should be a guest of security
agents by the time you get to
read this piece. Not that there
is anything particularly ingenu-
ous about that. Apart from em-
barrassing the man for belong-
ing to the opposite camp, he
would have been summoned
for daring to express his views

. on what we had long known
. about the president’s cata-
- strophic handling of the *
. economy, which*had further

impoverished more Nigerians

. than at any other time since in-
| dependence. But more impor-
| tantly, except commonsense

eventually prevails, the gutsy
General would be grilled for

. questioning OBJ’s patriotic
| credentials, which had seen the

nation turned into a de facto
military base for the Americans.

Nigerians would recall that
soon after Malu’s unceremo-
nious removal as Army Chief,
the same army which he led
meritoriously inexplicably
rolled its tanks into his village
and reduced the place to
rubble in apparent reprisal for
the killing of soldiers in the
locality by militia men from his
ethnic group. The General lost
an aged relation in the brutal
assault, yet  am not aware that
any judicial panel of inquiry
ever indicted him in the slaugh-
ter of the military personnel.
More significantly, no military
personnel were ever publicly
rebuked for the carnage at
Malu’s village either. Like the
incident at Odi before it, if
truth must be told, Zaki Biam
was so eerily reminiscent of
the destruction of Fela’s
shrine all those years ago
when a certain General
Olusegun Obasan-jo just hap-
pened to be the lea-der of this
much-abused nation. And yet
while Fela’s version of the sor-
did events at the Kalakuta

' Republik has long passed

into legend in his musical com-
position and rendition of the
“Unknown Soldier,” there was
nothing baffling about why
General Malu had to be kicked

- out of the Army at the point of

his supposed retirement.
Indeed in my view, people

: like the PDP stalwart in the
i South-West Olabode George
{ who reduced Malu’s dis-
. agreements with the president

to the personal level are sim-
ply being mischievous to say
the least. For instance, it is
doubtful if the General would
still have been hounded out
of the military if he fully en-
dorsed the presi-dent’s virtual
surrender of the nation’s sov-
ereignty to the Americans as
alleged; and for all we know
of the uncanny misfortunes
‘which befell most of his high
profile adversaries such as
Abubakar Rimi in recent times,

it is equally doubtful if the
. storming of Zaki Biam would
i ever have occurred had he not

towed the line he did.
And yet Malu’s umbrage at

. the unhealthy romance with

the American military was
clear and unambiguous. The
American military have neth-

ing 4o feach, their American ~

counterparts, he;jngisied, In-

fantry warfare of the type Ni-

gerian soldiers experienced in
the jungles of Liberia and Si-

\Iulnmnm *( 1zali
l\_lnplhn.u a yvahoo.com

nuclear, or to a |:
war, in which a handful of
American pilots simply
dropped bombs from the rela-
tive safety of their cockpits on
their hapless and largely im-
poverished victims at
Hiroshima, Vietnam, Afghani-
stan and lately Iraq. \en cer-
tainly, not anyone with even a
pedestrian sense of military
history can ever unravel why
the American military hur-
riedly fled Vietnam with their
tails literally between their
legs, and why, in spite of Dou-
glas MacArthur, they consid-
ered the ground invasion of
Japan in the Second World
War a non-starter, and the in-
vasion of the Korean penin-
sularimmediately after it a mili-
tary impossibility.

In an era in which his con-
temporaries lobbied for mili-
tary appointments, Malu re-
mained a professional soldier
to the core. What is also be-
yond dispute is that in this age
of shameless sycophants and
retired military men who meta-
morphosed into political har-
lots and doyens of oil and
banking interests, General
Malu never wavered and re-
mained true to his profes-
sional calling. His views on
developments in the military
he loved with a passion there-
fore cannot be simply swept
under the carpet on the basis
of political expediency. In his
own words: “/ am the only Ni-
gerian soldier who served in
Liberia twice in two different
capacities. Chief of Army Staff
of the ECOMOG and I also
combined it with being the
Nigerian contingent com-
mander. A few years after, be-
cause of my performance, I
was  reappointed, the
ECOMOG Force Commander
where I presided over and
brought democracy to
Liberia. My tenure as
ECOMOG Force Commander
was extended to Sierra
Leone. I commanded troops
from ten West African coun-
tries. I earned the highest mili-
tary award from the govern-
ment of Liberia: that is, the
Distinguished Service Or-
der.” Quite clearly, General
Malu, unlike Olusegun Oba-
sanjo who, with due respect,
was only called upon in the
closing stages of our civil war
to mop up the remnants of the
Biafran rebels dealt mortal
blows in the sector earlier
commanded by General
Adekunle, had clearly proven
himselfin combat several times
over and knew what he was
talking about.

Also, except our memory
fails us, or conscience and de-
cency count for very little,
such intimidating military cre-
dentials cannot be easily
waved aside. Those who also
call for his head by mischie-
vously misinterpreting and
misrepresenting his views fail
to see the patriotic underpin-
nings to his ‘offensive’ com-
ments. I have also carefully
studied the somewhat im-
promptu speech he delivered
at_the meeting‘of the Aréwa
Consultative
penultimate Wéek ‘which'gen=
erated the unnecessary
troversv. Mv i

irge extent air

con-
lerstandine

Fu.um}"

Awoniyi. Still, at the
overflogging the mat

Malu’s speech essentially
captured the deeply felt frus-
tration of a man who watched
as the institution he once had

the honour to lead with dis- |

tinction was systematically
stripped of dignity and
hqnour in the president’s
haste to please the West; it
captured the anguish of the
consummate professional
forced to choose between
loyalty to his nation and ca-
pitulation to the wishes of one
single individual with a ques-
tionable mandate for that mat-
ter. But more importantly, in my
opinion, his principled retire-
ment from the military demon-
strated his uncommon charac-
ter which must be apparent to
all fair-minded Nigerians. Not
only that, by resisting the de-
mons within him in his tussle
with the president, he also
emerged as an apostle of our
nascent democracy no matter
how imperfect it may be at
present.

It is also instructive that
even now that his head is lit-
erally on the guillotine, Gen-
eral Malu unlike the fascists
in the president’s employ, con-
tinues to express his prefer-
ence for the rule of law above

lay claim to my professional
training. I did not go into the
army by mistake. It was by
design. I know what the law
says. If I commit an offence,
arrest me and take me for trial
and see what will happen.”
Unfortunately for the man,

in the polity since the last gen-
eral elections suggest that he
might not get his wish. If any-
thing, he must thank his maker
that unlike Bola Ige, Dokubo
and Chuba Okadigbo, he has
not already joined his ances-
tors under questionabie cir-
cumstances. [ happened to be
in Ibadan last Thursday and
the tension and frustration of
a healthy chunk of'its inhabit-

ants was tick in the air. My |
friends actually warned me |
not to venture anywhere near |

risk of

|

Molete for fear of violence. |
The reason: The incumbent |

governor and benefactor of |

all the dirty politics had just

released a well-known asso- |

ciate of Adedibu commonly
called “Tokyo.” The same
man was earlier imprisoned
on allegations of murder by
Governor Ladoja! Also, only
last week, the president re-
vealed to a shocked nation
that a man confessed to the
rigging of the elections in
Lagos State in 2003. Forget
the cliché that birds of the
same feather often flock to-
gether; the same character,
like Chris Uba and Ngige who
similarly confessed before

the president to the theft of |

the people’s mandate in 2003,

are yet to be visited by the |

law in Obasanjo’s !

brand of |

democracy. Such men can do |
no wrong in this dispensation |

and are upparmfl) OBJ’s pre-

ferred t,m.p“m ,
May God deh\:v u\ uC‘I“

this by 1ous mmg of *‘\u -
tive privilege. I hy mean-
fima l.~m~.~l;x-‘~.f‘.\,~ 1T

‘spen#

movement in a Palestini
occupied territory that
alarmed governments in
Europe and America? The
recent mass hysteria in the
West which heralded the
proclaimed victory of Is-
lamic Resistance Move-
ment (Hamas) in the Pales-

‘tintan parliamentary elec-
tion has once again ex-

posed the Western coun-
tries’ triple standards with
respect to global movement
towards democracy. De-

_mocracy is not meant to
necessarily be efficient,
~which explains why the
“world tolerated the out-
_come of controversial elec-
tions that produced Presi-
_dent Geotrge W. Bush, Jr
despite the loud global op-
_position to his permanent
- war agenda. Democracy is
not necessarily to be
.manned either, which ex-
‘plains the new wave of
feminisation of democratic
_presidency from Liberia to
Chile and Germany! The
-only thing constant in a de-

mocracy is change and the

: lem of suspense and
anything else. “Iam 58 years | [EEIUERIA OF Sisp
oid. If I start being afraid of | .. . 5 g -

¢ then- I ca i {ngredxents:Worldwxde.
Perpledig s L cun nevers) (Middle East inclusive!),

unwelcome surprises are

we have seen that democ-
racy is not necessarily to
produce saints or virgins as
winners. Democracy has
actually enthroned terror-

| ists as leaders. Menachem

certain satirical developments | Begm LR ) we a0

acknowledged Israeli

statesman and Prime Min-
“ister who shared Nobel
: Prize with President Anwar
Sadat of Egypt in 1978. He
. was once a commander-in-
chief of the notorious mili-
tant terrorist Zionist group
called Irgun Zvai Leumi,
~which metamorphosed to

the coalition party that won

‘election 1n 1977. Ariel

Sharon, the Prime Minister
currently 1n a coma follow-
ing massive stroke in Janu-
ary, was once a crime min-
ister of sort who proudly
presided over the massacre
of Palestinian refuges in
Sabra and Shatila camps in
1981. He even regretied not
having liquidated Yasser
Arafat who was held up in
the siege in southern Leba-

“non.

In fact, Sharon was the

-only prime minister who
- came to power through ter-

ror-provecation that in-
cluded provocative visit to

-some holy sites in East

Jerusalem! Until 1990,
Nelson Mandela (the living
global moral force), was de-
clared a terrorist by apart-
heid South Africa backed by
the West, while the ANC,
his organisation was so

liondsed: But Mandela who
5277

16900 ' da
yeatsP) thiprisén ‘bver-!
whelmiagly won the first

| Aver demasratin man wasiad

‘overthe nd

@yahoo.com
tually shared the Nobel
Prize with F. W. de Klerk.

if the world came to terms
with the above cited demo-
cratic outcomes, why the
frenzy and mass hysteria
about Hamas victory which
every discernible observer
knew to be inevitable? The
official propaganda had it
that Fatah dominated the
PLO lost election because
of corruption and cronyism
at Palestinian Authority.
but nothing could be more
misleading. The voice of
moderation was lost in the

‘ B
éh #) g/' g\ A gﬁ 'SV ED ad)
x 4 B = B L 3
- &3 5 9 ¢ 2 g E_ﬁé E €35 .
% TS o ey +1 5
Issa Aremu | M eV idence ¢
| mocracy he M

atened fo
aid to “)le\m]b H
Palestinian govert
and urging other nat
take similar stand. It i
cisely this lack of dis

has thre

estedness and s

meddlesomeness that has
imperilled the United
Sta(gs’ role in the Middle

East peace process! The aid
came too late and too to-
ken in the first instance and
the tota} withdrawal ot 1t
meant America was inad-
vertently making Hamas
case that it (i.c. Amenica)
only pays lip-service to the

i

“Historians of Palestin-

ian/Israeli conflict will be

right to conclude that the

ampaign managei

of

Hamas in this hist ic elec-

tion of Hame:

is Stran-

gely Mr Si.iron whe
through *..e serial murder
of its leaders, notables like
venerable wheel-chaired
80-year-old Sheikh Yassin
and Dr Ranlisi popularised
their cause and generated
sympathy for them. It is a
case of one extremism be-

ism!”

getting another extrem-

Palestinian election pre-
cisely because it was re-
warded by both Isracl and
USA with hard-line postur-
ing that meant the mass
murder of Palestinians and
further occupation of their
lands.

Historians of Palestinian/
Israeli conflict will be right
to conclude that the cam-

paign manager of Hamas in
this historic election of
Hamas was strangely Mr

Sharorrwho through the se-
riai murder of its leaders,
notables like venerable
wheel-chaired 80-year-old
Sheikh Yassin and Dr
Ranlisi popularised their
cause and generated sym-
pathy for them. It is a2 case
of one extremism begetting
another extremism! The
United States. which para-
doxically bas been taunting
Iragi “elections” in which
minertty?Skiited “won”
jority Sunidd ag’

)’L A8t 2

Palestinian cause. It is i ‘n
if the Israeli voters clecte

bulldozers to power but un-
acceptable if the Palestin-
ians chose wind-breakers o
resist hurricanes. The ques-
tion is if the West rejects
democratic outcomes, o
they prefer a return to
stone-throwing /nrifada

- days which seems the only

alternative to democracy?
Before the death of Yasser
Arafat, the propaganda was
that he was the main ob-
stacie to peace process. A
year after, it is self-cvident
that as long as the per-
ceived and real injusiice
against the Palestinians re-
main, leaders and those
who choose them are not
the problems but those
who are in the position like
Americans and Europcans

_to ensure equity and jus-

tice to all parties in the ag

long mnﬂw' m rhe Middle
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Deen named and tne papers

hat ,‘ \I'Ixi ot

Mihamie in ind
campaign has

Kenya drought

‘worsens
conflict’

he drought in northern
Kenya is increasing

‘ conflict between the |
| area’s nomadic groups, as |
they travel further to find |

scarce pasture, a charity says.
“It’s not just the food

crisis that is C!;ﬁ‘w;ing lives,”

said Oxfam Kenya head Gez-

ahegn Kebede, warning of fu-

rther deadly clashes unless
e aid arrives:

ed of the

eny
eny

WOrst

1
e, .ast mo-

L

n ) ple

kille (]lnLh\llx\L‘w veen rival
groups.

Some 4m Kenyans need |

food aid, along wnh a further

| 7m across East Africa.

The nomadic groups of
northern Kenya, southern Et-
hiopia, parts of Sudan and So-
malia have a history of figh-
ting over livestock and past-
ure but Oxfam says the drou-
ght is increasing tensions.

Following long wars in
Somalia and Sudan, weapons
are relatively cheap and
readily available in the area.

“The number of weapons
in the area is making such enc-
ounters increasingly lethal as

| nomadic communities now
{ have to travel hundreds of |

kilometres in search of pas- |
| ture - often taking them into

areas controlled by other
communities,” Oxfam said.
“There is also growing

' conflict between farmers and

| when Kenyans tried to retri- |

cattle herders as livestock
invade farms.”
Last month’s death came

| eve animals stolen by cross-

border raiders from Ethiopia
and Sudan.

Kenya’s environment
minister and Nobel Peace Prize
winner Wangari Maathai has
often warned of the link

betwéen tonflict in Africaand, |

ey

| anironmemal factors such .

s, reports Reut

1CV.
“Whether it18™1
ual or homosexua

LEFOS~
exual

urse takes

those

Howe
named have gone to court y\.‘l

VEr, none o
and three people - a minister,
a top civil servant and aradio
presenter - have denied the
claims.

Our reporter says one
newspaper had to have two
extra print runs and some
vendors resorted to selling
photocopies to satisfy dem-
and.

The newspapers say they |
are waiting to defend thems- |
elves - and have proof of their |
allegations.

The publisher of the we-
ekly L’ Anecdote, Jean Pierre
Amougou Belinga, defended
headlines such as “Gay are

amot

g us”

my journali nhave

* he told Reute

v trmeia

The Somalls in the dmk demed tlze (harges of piracy.

Somali

en Somali men have

been charged ‘with

piracy in the Kenyan
port of Mombasa, where ':"\‘\
were flown after ’\1'1 AT
he US navy

res-

Aenied th e
1ICNICA LNC Cildl EC

,.\(l the

UN moves closer to

Sudan peacekeeping

he Security Council

Friday authorized plan-

ning for the expected
UN takeover of peacekeeping
operations in Sudan’s conf-
lict-wracked Darfur region.

A council statement as-
ked Secretary-General Kofi
Annan “to initiate conting-
ency planning without delay”
with the African Union for a
possible transition to a UN
operation. African Union
peacekeepers are currently in
Darfur.

“The purpose of today’s

presidential statement was to
kick off contingency plann-
ing,”
John Bolton, the current cou-
ncil president. “And my instr-
uctions, and my intentions are
very clear— which is to move
as far and as fast as we can
during the month of Febr-
uary.”

The African Union has
agreed in principle to trans-
i form its 7,000-strong peace-
t\t‘upll‘b fO'LL m Dai 'm intoa,

UN peac

said US Ambassador

TG

Malawi minister guilt

move supported by many co-
uncil members including the
United States.

If the UN doesn’t take
over, said Greece’s UN Amb-
assador Adamantios Vassil-
akis, “it means we don’t want
peace in the area.”

Decades of low-level tribal
clashes over land and water
in the vast western Darfur reg-
ion erupted into large-scale
violence
ethnic African tribes took
arms, accusing the Arab:

un
)

dominated central govern- |

ment of ncglect

§

in early 2003 ‘when i

Piracy has become comm-
on off anarchic Somalia, which
.‘Ms
ment for 15 vears. Its waters

most dan

had no central govern-

are now the oerous

Somali coast

The men were caught
earlier this month by guided
missile destroyer USS Wins-
ton S Churchill after receiving
areport of piracy off the Som-
ali coast.

The Indian crew on board
the ship was freed. They had
attracted the attention of the
US navy by writing “Help” on
the side of the ship, reports
Kenyas Daily Nation newsp-
aper.

The US ambassador to
Kenya William Bellamy said
the rescued Indian vessel
was brought to Mombasa
because it was the nearest
pOTt.

“I believe under internati-
onal law Kenya could if it
. chose take jurisdiction in this

case. Other states, however,

may wish to take jurisdic-
tion,” he said on a visit to
Mombasa.

Qfay
yLd'y

ed with th

five days

for tortured us,’

the ones
iu said.

pirates’ charged in Kenya

Another of the 16 India
sailors said they were a
beaten and kicked by tl
who held them.

Our correspondent
that after their ordeal, 1
of the Indian sailors ar
ious to return home anc
they do not intend to ta
again

Somali waters are t
world’s most dangerous fi
pirate attacks, according
international shipping gre
Llp\

the seas

Moi ‘knew ‘about’ Kenva

gold scam

enya’s former Pres-

ident Daniel arap Moi

ust hav