% CHAPTER FIVE
OVERCOMING OBSTACLE

In the race of life, we are called to run with
endurance the race that is set before us. Just as a
runner must train and push through obstacles to
reach the finish line, so too must we persevere
through the challenges and trials that come our
way. The book of Hebrews offers valuable insight
into how we can overcome obstacles and become
victorious in our journey.

Hebrews 12:1-2 Says:

“Therefore since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God".

This passage reminds us that we are not alone in
our struggles. We have a great cloud of witnesses-
both those who have gone before us and the
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“Consider him who endured from sinners such
hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or faint hearted. In your struggle against sin,
you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding
your blood”.

When we feel overwhelmed by the obstacles
before us, we can look to Jesus and draw strength
from his example. He endured hostility and
persecution, yet he did not grow weary or faint-
hearted. He faced the ultimate struggle against sin
and death, shedding his blood on the cross for our
redemption. In.comparison, our own struggle may
seem small, but they are still significant in God's
eyes. We are called to persevere and keep fighting

the good fight, knowing that God is with us every
step of the way.

Hebrews 12:5-6 reminds us,

"And have you forgotten the exhortation that
addresses you as sons? My Son, do not regard
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the
one he loves, and chastises every son whom he
receives”.

I







through our trials, as God uses them to mold us
into the image of Christ. When we feel weak, we
can lift up our hands and strengthen our knees,
knowing that God is working in us to bring about
healing and restoration.

Hebrews 12:14-15 exhorts us,

“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the
holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of
God; that no root of bitterness’ springs up and
causes trouble, and by it many become defiled”.

In our race towards the finish line, we are called to
pursue peace and holiness. We must make every
effort to live in harmony with others and to strive
for righteousness, knowing that without holiness,
we will not see the Lord. We are also reminded to
guard against bitterness and resentment, which
can cause trouble and defile many. Instead, we are
called to extend grace to others, just as God has
extended grace to us.

Good friends, as we strive to overcome obstacles
in our journey, we can find encouragement and
strength in the words of Hebrews. We are
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