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' 3rd term can lead to coup - Kure

3 » overnor Abdulkadir ;
& :GKure of Niger State G FromAl‘cileIOJeA(}!o, 5
Y .| has warned thataten- | Correspondent (Minna)

‘ure extension for President tional and state legiélafdré

‘Olusegun Obasanjo and gov-

ernors could lead to a military
coup in the country.
~ The governor warned na-

against amending the consti-
tution to pave way for tenure
extension, remarking that they

would be stonedrm their con-

stituencies if they failed to
stop the third term agenda.
Kure’s warning came in a
speech in Minna yesterday
while declaring open the 9™
Northern Speakers Forum
meeting held at Gidan
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The Chairman/CEO, NUB International Bank Limited, Alhaji Muhammed Imam Yahaya (right),

' Managing Director, Alhaji Danjuma Ocholi (left) and Company Secretary/Legal Adviser, Adamu
' Sani Muhammed, at the court-ordered shareholders’ meeting which approved NUB’s scheme of merger

with First Inland Bank Plc and IMB International Bank Plc in Abuja... yesterday.

Dr. Patrick Wilmot

ormer Ahmadu Bello
F University Sociology

lecturer, Dr. Patrick F.
Wilmot, yesterday stressed
the imperative of fighting cor-
ruption in Nigeria but pointed
out that President ©lusegun
Obasanjo lacks the political
skills to succeed at it.

Dr. Wilmot said at an in-
teractive session with mem-
bers of the Media Trust Edi-
torial Board that the only sav-
ing grace for the country
aghinst corruption and other
related atrocities is that
()hndnio has started the
'ht
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By Uthman Abubakar,
Senior Reporter

However, Wilmot said,
“he is not doing enough be-
cause he doesn’t have the
skills. He lacks the political

He said that posterity and
the electorate would not for-
give the legislators should
they allow the third term
agenda to scale through.

The governor said that he
was critical of the third term
agenda because he was afraid
of being bundled into the
Kuje maximum prisons as was

done to some 2™ Republic
politicians in 1983 by the m
tary.
The governor recalled
Cont. on Pg. 2

Bird flu suspected in Lagos

n outbreak of the
dreaded Avian bird
influenza, popularly

called bird flu, might have hit
the Lagos metropolis with
some chicken traders report-
ing that some of their chick-
ens have died mysteriously.

The federal government,
on Wednesday announced
the outbreak of the deadly
disease at Sambawa Farms in
Jaji Village, Kaduna State.

Our correspondent who
visited some markets in the
state and spoke with traders,
revealed that their chickens
have been dying mysteri-
ously.

A trader who spoke to our
correspondent at the Ogba
retail market, said she discov-
ered that three of her chick-
ens died without any cause.

Two other traders in the
market told our correspon-
dent that there have been
mysterious deaths of their
chickens in the last two weeks

Corruption: Obasanjo not doing enough

- Wilmot

skills to do it.”

He maintained that the
only.way any leader could
battle corruption in Nigeria,

Court defreezes Plateau accounts

Federal High court in
Lagos presided over
y Justice Mohammed

Shuaibu, yesterday vacated
the order freezing 33 ac-
counts being operated by the
Plateau state government
with various banks in Ihu

reac

From Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondent (Lagos)

country.

The judge had on Decem-
ber 20, 2005, granted the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes

{ should be forwarded through any of the following:

1 fHeadguarters and all state capiials)

have so far died in Lagos state
markets in the last few days
with the highest recorded
only last Monday where
about 70 birds were reported
to have died in Ojuwoye mar-

Cont. on Pg. 2

~ From Olumide Bajulaiye
Correspondent (Lagos)

and there has not been any

reason for this.
Investigations revealed

that no fewer than 200 birds

The Enumeration Area mm)wmmw
covered by 8 pair of enumerators during the census period.

The Commission is currently checking these areas far quality and
CONBCINess. mdwmmmemm
the Quatity Control Officers.

The general public is also requested {0 report 1o the Commission’s
Stale/FCT offices if either their houses have aot been numbered or
vigited during the demarcation period (Beptember, 2004 o
December, 2008).
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3rd term

i that the NPN government
then failed to honour its

pledge to the people which he

' said prompted military inter-

vention.
“We should always pray

for our leaders including
| Obasanjo, state governors
i members of the national and

state Assemblies so that God

- can make things to be well. I
- am truly against third term not
- because of my godfather, Gen-
- eral Ibrahim Babangida, but

because it is against the con-

| stitution.

We are all living witnesses .

‘to what hapgened in 1983
: during the NPN era when it
 failed to honour its pledge..”
' he declared.

+ The governor said that he

‘was not drumming support

- for military coups but that

there was the need for those
in positions of authority to be

i cautioned and to be made

-aware of history.

Kure said it was unfair for

' some governors to peg two

to three years single tenure

- for local government council

: other European cities.”

chairmen only to turn back to
support the elongation of the

‘term of the presidency and
-office of the governors.

Also addressing the fo-
rum, the chairman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum (ACF),
Chief Sunday Awoniyi, said

‘ that the issue has grown be-

yond a third term to life presi-
dency manipulations by
Obasanjo.

Awoniyi called on the

: Speakers and the lawmakers

to vehemently reject any

. negative amendment of the

constitution, adding that the

Cont. from pg. 1

constitution in its present
stage was in perfect condi-
tion.

Awoniyi said the problem
of the country was not with

the constitution but with |
President Obasanjo whom he
argued has turned the consti-

tution into a document of ter- = 0 1d
. life tortuous for citizens of the

. state.

rorism.

“We must guard against
tenure elongation,” he
warned, saying if the consti-

tution was in the hands of : :
- the order since its purpose

- has duly been served, adding

God-fearing men, it would
have been used for the good

of the country. “It is in the |

hands of a wrong man who

has turned it into a document
to terrorise the people. The

trust between brothers has
- the order was made was to

He urged the lawmakers to conclude investigation of

have the courage to fight |
agamst the (i scrm 88e04 | oo me officials in the govern- T

Earlier in his address, the |
Speaker of the House of Rep- |
resentatives, Alhaji Aminu |
Bello Masari, had called on the
Northern Speakers to work |

been destroyed,” he said.

for the unity of the country.

hard for the unity and stabil-
ity of the country.

Masari said that the law-
makers must always remem-
ber to protect the interest of

the people who elected them
into office and enact laws that

would enhance the develop-

ment of these people.

Masari who was the chair-
man of the occasion accom-
panied by the House Leader,
Alhaji Abdul Ningi, urged the
states’ lawmakers to stand up
to the challenge of protecting
not only the interest of the
North but also ensure that
unity and stability of the
country is not compromised.

Corruption cont. frompg. 1

“whether you are right wing

or left wing, is to be a popu-
list, to be able to reach out to
the ordinary people, which is
not being done in Nigeria.”
He commended the cour-
age of the chairman of the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, and the
Director General of the Na
tional Agency for Food and
Drug Adminisiration
(NAFDAC).. Prof. Dora
Akunyili, at tackling corrup-
tion, noting though, that they
lack the institutional frame-
work, “the kind of legal frame-
work,” necessary to clean up
Nigeria of corrupt practices.
“Obasanjo is doing some-

 thing, butit’s like he has come
‘across a swamp. It’s like he
has come across a cesspool
- where he uses a teaspoon to
‘ evacuate the water,”
: Dr. Wilmot observed, is not a
- sufficient effort at working on
 the pool.

which,

“Okay, he locked up the

§govemor of Bayelsa, what
‘about the other 35 gover-
-nors?” Name one governor
 that you know is clean.

Ican M you Aminu Kano

‘was clean. | can tell you

Sardauna was clqan. I can tell
you Tafawa Balewa was clean.
Tell me one govémor that is
clean and show me the re-
search you have made to
make sure that he doesn’t ¢
have a house in Belgrade and

Dr. Wilmot reprimanded
the leaders of the country for
inviting foreign investors
while laundering money out
of the country and investing
it in other countries.

“It doesn’t make any
sense to go to a foreigner and
say, ‘look' Put money in Ni-
geria when the Nigerian lead-
ers are putting money into
those countries. They are in-
vesting there. They are the
foreign investors there. Each

million pounds in Britain, you

are investing in Britain. When .
you buy shares in Britain, you

are investing in Britain. So,

the priority of many of your !
Nigerian leaders is Britain or |

America or wherever.”

He said that from 1970 to :

date, Nigeria had eamed ap- . ens and fowls imported into

. the country before they get
- to various homes. _

Members who spoke on
the matter, agreed that bird flu
. is a deadly disease that must

proximately 300 billion
pounds, which, according to
him, should have been suffi-

cient to provide the best

infrastructural facilities in all

the states of the country be- !
cause foreigners cannot in-

vest in the country without
the proper infrastructure.
Dr. Wilmot said the chal-

patriotic leaders.

Yoruba’s should have an-
other term, stone him or that

it is the turn of the Ibo’s stone
}him,” he said.

 INCWS

Commission (EFCC), re-
quest for an interim order
freezing the accounts of the
state pending the conclusion
of its investigation into alle-
gation of money laundering
against Governor Sosfua
Dariye. Plateau State govern-
ment however, filed an appli-
cation challenging the interim
order which it said has made

But while ruling on the
matter yesterday, Justice
Shuaibu said he is vacating

that the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), has concluded its in-
vestigations.

“The purpose for which

criminal acts against the Pla-
teau state government and

ket in Mushin area of the
state.
Daily Trust learnt that the

. traders might have decided

not to make any official report
because of fears that their
wares may be seized by offi-
cials of the state’s ministry of
health.

Efforts to speak with the
state’s Commissioner for

. Health, Dr. Leke Pitan, proved

abortive as he was said to
have travelled out of the coun-

Meanwhile, residents of
the state have spoken of their
intention to stop eating
chicken and eggs for now
until the danger posed by the
announcement of the dreaded
bird flu in the country clears.

A housewife, Nimota said
with'the confirmed outbreak
of the=disease, she must
change the regular food time-
table of her household until
further notice.

Investigations in major
markets in the state revealed
that the elites who are the
major patrons of the chicken
delicacy have completely
boycotted the product for
fear of contracting the bird flu
disease.

Reacting to the spread of
the disease, Lagos State
House of Assembly has urged

4 l", « ren +
time you buy a house for five - the federal government to

step up efforts to combat the
spread of the bird flu disease
to.other sates of the country,
especially Lagos.

+ The resolution of the :

ANPP trustees disown factions

House follows the adoption
of the motion moved by Mr.
Musliu Folami (Ibeju Lekki IT)

asking the federal government

to ensure the safety of chick-

not be allowed to spread.

International experts ar- :
. rived in three Nigerian states
. hit by the deadly H5N1 bird |
- flu virus yesterday as au-
. thorities tried to persuade
lenge before Nigerians now !
was to vote in honest and

sick birds.
Thousands of chickens

“If anyone comes and have died in northern Nigeria |
. - i over the past few weeks and
SSYSI0'you powe St Gl the Paris-based World Orga-

North, stone him, or that the EiiEation - for. Animial Health

. confirmed on Wednesday

that the deadly H5N1 strain
has arrived Africa for the first
time.

: to any decision taken by any

COllrt Cont. from pg. 1

ment. And if thespurpose of
the order has been achieved,
.the court has inherent juris-
“diction to vacate such. I there-
Jore discharge the order,” the
judge said.

Justice Shuaibu further
explained that the order to
freeze the accounts of the Pla-
teau State government is nei-
ther a nullity nor invalid,

‘ stressing that it was rather

made in strict compliance with
the prevailing laws of the
land.

According to him, the
EFCC Act and even the 1999
constitution empowers the
court to temporanly freeze or
confiscate a person’s prop-
erty pending the conclusion
of criminal investigations
even when such an individual
is not party to the case.

The judge, however, said
1t ‘was unirue that the defen-

dant (Plateau State) sup-
pressed vital facts and evi-
dence as the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
£opld not substantiate the al-
legation.

Daily Trust recalls that at
the last adjourned date, Jo-
seph €onrad, Counsel to the
Plateau State government had
argued that there was no lo-
cus before the court showing
any allegations against the
government.

According to him, the al-
legation were preferred
against an individual alone,
stressing that any order of the
court should have been made
against those being investi-
gated.

Rotimi Jacobs, counsel to
the EFCC, while justifying the
order, said evidence abound
to support allegations of cor-
ruption made against some

functionaries who were act-
ing on the behest of the state.
“The state government is |
un artificial body that cannot |
commit an offence on its own
but does so through its func- |
tionaries,” facob submutfed |
and prayed the court to sus- |
tain the order. !
He also said Plateau |
state’s commissioners of Fi- |
nance, Works, Local Govern- |
ment and Chieftaincy Affairs |
were being investigated in |
connection with the allcgcd
offence. !
« . Others, he said include; |
the Accountant General, his |
predecessor, the Auditor |
General and the Vice Chancel- |
lor of the Plateau State Uni- |
versity. |
According to Jacob, the |
state governor with the active |
connivance of some function- |
aries, diverted Plateau State |
funds into private accounts. |

Blrd flu con: frompg 1

 LEE N ) Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), in-
spectors are already in
Kaduna, Kano and Jos,” said
an official of the World Health
Organization in the Nigerian
capital, Abuja.

“They want to trace -

people who have had con-
tacts with sick chickens and
send out simple messages
that there should be no hu-
man-bird contact,” she
added.

Meanwhile, NEMA in a
press statement signed by its
information officer, Malam
Ibrahim Farinloye advised Ni-

gerians not o panic over the
recent outbreak of bird flu in
Zaria and Jaji in Kaduna State,
pointing out that the risk to
humans is oaw.

He explained that there is
no single incident of human
infection in the country so far
adding that, “eating well
cooked poultry meat has
never been reported to pose
any danger to humans and as
such, there is no cause for
alapm.”

Ibrahim who said NEMA
and military officials super-
vised the destruction of the
birds at Sambawa Farms and

its closure, said symptoms |
that could occur in nfected |
persons include fever, cough, |
sore throat and muscle aches, |
eye infestions, pneumonia
and acute respiratory dis- |
tress. ;
Sambawa farms officially |
under quarantine is now a |
no-go area for the public and
the farm officials until further
notice. All the international
and local media that
thronged the farm yesterday
were met by armed military
and police personnel who
politely turned them away

NATIONS CUP

1

Lawal’s goal gives Nigeria bronze |

he Super Eagles yester-
day finished in third
place at the African

Nations Cup after Garba
Lawal struck 11 minutes from
time to earn a [-0 win over
Senegal in the playoft match

Midfielder, Lawal stole in
at the far post to convert a
cross from John Utaka to
which Senegal geoalkeeper,
Pape Mamadou Diouf, could
only get a slight touch.

A full-strength Eagles
missed a host of chances
against Senegal who fielded
several players who had not

. featured earlier in the tourna-

ment.
Obafemi Martins squan-

he All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), Board of
Trustees has written

. the Independent National
- Electoral Commission (INEC),

asking it not to recognize fac-
tions of the party and to ig-
nore any communication from
them.

The letter written by the
acting chairman of the Board

. of Trustees, Chief Edwin

Ume-Ezeoke and addressed to

people to avoid contact with s NEC caioimt, Prot.

Maurice Iwu, said inspite of
the recent wrangling within
the party, the ANPP’s Board

i of Trustees is still viable.

“The Board of Trustees is

. therefore soliciting your sup-
i port to ignore any communi-
. cation to you by any of"the

feuding parties with regards

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor

dered the best opportunity
after another centre from
Utaka in the 66th minute and
defender, Imgpl Yobo
should have done better with
a close-range opening.
Nigeria also hit the cross-
bar with a rasping early free

kick from defender, Taye
Taiwo while Diouf m,!d
”\ l“‘ \x‘“‘ o den teenagce
striker, )“mm w\\tw

Senegal came closest to a
goal in the 25th minute when
Guiranne Ndaw’s cross
brushed the bar

Souleymane Camara gave

By Emmanuel Bello,
i Political Editor
of them.

“May I refer to my letter
No. ANPP/BOT/08 of Novem-
ber 29, 2004, on the above
subject matter and to reassure
you that the Board of Trust-
ees of the party is alive to its
responsibilities as provided
for under Article 13, para-
graph 4 11, IV and V of our
constitution, and to state that
efforts are being put to bear
on the feuding parties to reach
an amicable resolution of the
current Crisis.

“Towards this end, the
Board of Trustees is request-
ing for your understanding
and support in its efforts to
find a lasting solution to the
lingering problem,” the letter

Nigeria a scare |0 minutes
before the mterval when his
angled effort narrow ly missed
the target while Diomansy
Kamara was a constant men-
ace with his darting runs mto
the penalty arca

The game marked the f
nal internationa pearan
for Eagles captai istin Ja
Jay Okoc

Okocha who sed much
of the tournam through
injury, was taxcer o muted
applause midw through
the second halt

The Eagles have now fin-
ished third at three succes-

sive Nations Cup

added.

ANPP Deputy National
Chairman, Lt. Gen. Jeremiah
T. Useni (rtd), Wednesday
held a press conference in
which he said the National
Chairman of ANPP, Chief
Etiebet was running the party
as his personal estate and
was an agent of the ruling
PDP.

But in a quick reaction,
the ANPP chairman dis-
missed General Useni as a
joker and that he remains the
party leader.

The squabble in the party
is said to be a fall-out of the
alleged third term plot Presi-
dent Obasanjo.

Sourcees say ANPP is
torn between elements who
favour the plot and those

el
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-He lied -Mantu

overnor Joshua Dariye of

Plateau State said he

decided to open up over
alleganons of having embezzled
N1 billion ecological funds meant
for the state because he wanted
the truth to be known.

Chief Dariye had on
Wednesday revealed how the
ecological fund meant for the
state was on the directives of
the ruling Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), expended on the
2003 campaign of President
Olusegun Obasanjo“and other
party members.

The governor said thotigh the
revelation is contrary t6 his oath
of office, it was premised on the
persistent claims and counter

iclaims that he had not only

embezzled the money but has
laundered it.

He stressed that anything
built on the foundation of
falsehood was bound to fail as
according to him, God knows
what instructions he was given
to disburse the balance of the
N1.2 billion he has been accused
of embezzling.

Gov. Daruiye also disclosed
that N800 million of the over
N1 billion ecological fund was

"meant for the state while the

remaining amount went to
service the political machinery
as the South-West got N100
million, North East N100m, and
Senator Nasiru  Mantu
representing the PDP, Plateau
Central, got N10 million among
others:

Dariye asserted that his
administration will not succumb
to ‘clandestine and vindictive
ntoyes by some politicians to
throw the state into bondage and
stressed that he would not be
cowed despite molestations,
persecution and siege laid on the
state. .

But commenting on the issue,
the Director League for Human
Rights; Mr. Nankim Bagudu,
said the fact that Governor
Dariye admitted that the money
~meant for ecological purposes in
‘the state was diverted, he

From Rakiya Mohammed, |
& Isa Sanusi

ﬁhpuld ro.51gn from his office.

“PDP is not Plateau state, that
cannot justification file. It is time
for him to humbly resign having
admitted that he diverted the
money,” the human right activist
added. ;

The Deputy Senate President,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, has
described as a blatant lie, the
claim made by Governor Joshua
Dariye that he got N10 million
from the ecological funds. Mantu

_also challenged Dariye to

produce evidence that will prove
his claims.

A statement signed by
Mantu’s Chief Press Secretary,
Mr. Sylvanus Naang, described
the embattled governor as a
sinking man who could not
account for money he has
diverted into a private account.

“The interesting question one
would ask is how prudent and
financially disciplined is
Governor Dariye that he could
keep this amount somewhere
since 2001 only to disburse it
for President Obasanjo
campaign in 2003?”

NCAA grounds
Kings, Sudan Airlines

Te Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA), has
grounded the operations
of Kings Airlines by suspending
its Air Operators Certificate
(AOC), pending the outcome of
investigations by the Authority.

The Authority has also
grounded a Boeing747-100
aircraft marked 5U-ACF,
belonging to Sudan Airways
because of safety lapses.

The Media Assistant to the
NCAA Director-General, Sam
Adurogboye, who confirmed the
development to newsmen in
Lagos yesterday, said it came to
the notice of the Authority that
two of the management staff of
Kings Airlines as detailed in

: chapter 1.2 ‘of their approved

maintenance ‘: management
exposition are no longer with the
airline.

According to him, the Quality
Assurance Manager and Chief
Engineer of King Airline are no
longer serving the airline in any
capacity, saying this amount to

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent Lagos.

a breach of the requirements of
the Civil Aviation Air
Navigation Regulations, part 9.

Adurogboye stated further
that the procedure for the
reporting of  failures,
malfunctions and defects in
accordance with Part 5 of the
Air Navigation Regulation
(ANR), have also been violated.

He explained that the aircraft
belonging to Sudan Airways was
grounded following the rejection
of the said aircraft for Hajj and

Christian pilgrimages this year, |
adding that the NCAA declared |
the aircraft grounded until the |

safety lapses are rectified.

It could be recalled that the
Chief Engineer of Kings Airlines,
Ashiobi Obed, on Wednesday,
alleged assault on him by the
chairman of the airline, Senator
Musa Adede, which resulted in
‘a deep cut on the left palm of
the engineer.
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Why I opened up -Dariye

.. We didnt touch Plateau funds -PDP

The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), yesterday
faulted the claim, by
Governor of Plateau State, Chief
Joshua Dariye, that he funded
the state-chapter of the party
during the 2003 elections to the
tune of N800 million, saying
there was no record in the
national headquarters of the
party showing any such returns.

Dariye had Wednesday

sharing of the N1.6 billion
ecological fund meant for the
state, alleging that he expended
N800 million on the state
chapter of the PDP on the
directives of the PDP
government. He also said that
he gave N100 million to the
Southwest PDP, another N100
million to North East PDP and
N10 million to the Deputy
Smatehesudent,ﬂgp
Mantu.

But the national publicity
secretary of the party, Mr. John
Odey, said in a statement issued
‘in Abuja, that “the claim by
Governor Dariye that he funded
‘the Plateau State chapter of the
PDP to the tune of N800 million
is laughable. The records in our
‘headquarters till date do not
‘show any such returns by the
- then state chairman, Alhaji Habu
- Shindai”.

“0dey, i “the twe-page
T S S SRS T S Lo

41 11.9v 51
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- Sufuyan Ojeifo (Special |
Correspondent) |

announced the formula for the

_ Assembly

b ot oorodea To

Statement, said that “followiné
the wide publicity given to the

spurious and mischievous *

allegations by the Governor of
Plateau State; Chief Joshua
Dariye - explaining the
disappearance of the Plateau
state ecological fund in the
media, the Peoples Democratic
Party wishes to state as follows:

“The allegations are not only
false and baseless, representing
the gasps of a drowning
politician, but also an
afterthought = aimed at
blackmailing the federal
government.

“Just as we condemn the
governor for bad faith exhibited
in his 8llegations, we urge the
Plateau State House of

and
enforcement agencics to take a
cue from the barefaced
admission of guilt in his
statement that he indeed utilised
funds meant for the state for
other purposes”.

Odey said that the state
legislature should take note of
this admission of guilt and act
accordingly.

According to him, “For the
avoidance of any doubt and to

sp?l any negatlu thoulghts

£ b

cade.n 9471

the law

57Uy

that may arise from the
governor’s diatribes, we wish to
categorically state that the PDP
does not and will never divert
government  funds  for

_electioneering or any other

purposes whatsoever. - Such
practice is not only illegal and
unethical, but-also an abuse of
office.

“The Economtc and Financial
Crimes Commissiofi (EFCC)
identified N100- miilion in the:
course of their investigations,
although there is no evidence of
the sum being paid to the PDP.
The investigations by the EFCC
traced the said amount which
was promptly refunded to the
Plateau government through the
EFCC. The Vice President,

Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, is fully .

aware of the refund”.

But a statement issued by an
aide of the vice president, Garba
Shehu, said :Jt is ;tue that
Governor Dariye donated N100
million to the Obasanjo/Atiku
Campaign and that when EFCE€
was investigating Dariye, they
stumbled on this donation and
they asked that the money be
refunded. The money has since
been refunded. And to the
question a it was Atiku who
refunded the money our answer
is that whoever wants to know
should go and ask the EFCC.
Nobody ;should damp thison

ae v W O At

ano state governor,
Malam Ibrahim
Shekarau, has described

the banning of Hisbah Guards
as unconstitutional even as he
stressed that the Sharia
implementation body (Hisbah)
will continue operating in the
state. ¢

In a swift reaction to the
announcement by the Inspector-
General of Police, Sunday
Ehindero, banning the Hisbah
guards yesterday, Governor
Shekarau challenged the federal
government to take the matter
to court.

“We have heard the Inspector
General of Police’s
announcement but to us, we
have followed constitutional due
process before Hisbah was
established and the law that
constitutionally gave us right to
form Hisbah is still in existence
and therefore, Hisbah will
continue operating in the state,”
he said.

Governor Shekarau also
emphasised that, “in a
democratic regime, if any

i\ Government or individual felt

that a particular law which was

. constitutionally established was

wrongly formulated, such
government or individual has
only two alternatives: that is
either go to court to challenge it
or through the Assembly.

Shekarau therefore said as far
as Kano state government was
concerned the Inspector-
General’s announcement is
unconstitutional and
unacceptable and therefore, the
state government will not obey
it.

He therefore charged the
police and other security
agencies in the state to continue
adhering to any law established

You can’t ban Hisbah
Shekarau tells IG

By Yusha’u Adamu
Ibrahim, Kano & Shehu
Abubakar Abuja

addmg that Kano state
government will continue in its
efforts to ensure the full
implementation of the Sharia
legal system in the state.
Shekarau who called for calm,
stated that government will
follow due process in the pursuit
of its constitutional rights. He

said the people of Kano state

have chosen the Sharia legal
system to run their affairs and it
is therefore imperative on the
state government to ensure it
since it does not contradict the
nation’s constitution.

The governor who also
assured that government will
follow due process to return the
command of Hisbah, warned
that the government and the
people of Kano state are fully
aware that some undersirable
element who are always against
the progress of the state.

Meanwhile, earlier before the
governor’s reaction in a live
broadcast, the state’s Hisbah
commandant, Sheikh Yahaya
Faruk Chedi and his deputy
were arrested by the police.

An impeccable source at the
state’s police command who
confirmed the arrest, said that
the two have already been taken
to Abuja for questioning.

Reacting to the arrests, the
state governor, Malam Ibrahim

employers of the state
government whose consent the
federal government adding that
their arrests is illegal.

Daily Trust however learnt
that the banning of the Hisha
may not be unconnected wit
statement made by the forme
Kano state governor, Alh
Musa Kwankwaso whi
compared the Hisbah guards
the dreaded Odua Peoplc
Congress (OPC).

Daily" Trust corresponde
who visited the Hish
headquarters along Sharac
Kano road discovered tl
activities of the organisatios
continued as usual.

However, when contacted for
comments, the Force Public
Relations Officer (FPRO), Mr
Haz Iwendi, a deputy
commissioner of police
confirmed the arrest, adding “the
clampdown on all illega
operators of such outfits,
started. The clamp down
just started,” he said,” he s:

He explained that-
Inspector-General of Poli
Sunday Ehindero, had earlier
warned that the force will not
tolerate the existence of groups
like the Hisba and Bakassi boys.
as according to him, their
operation and activities are un-
constitutional.

He did not however comment
on the out lawed Yoruba militia
group, the Oodua Peoples
Congress (OPC), or give the
number of people arrested s

constitutionally at all levels,

Shekarau, said that the duo are

far.
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{ he Chief Imam of the
; I Abuja National Mosque,
Sheikh (Dr.) Musa
i Muhammad, has urged the terri-

| tory’s police command to beef

i up security in Abuja to forestall
| the possibility of any demon-
i strations in the FCT.
: The Chief Imam who made
: the remarks at an emergency
| meeting of religious leaders sum-
i moned by the FCT police -com-
missioner, Mr. Lawrence Alobi,
in his office yesterday, said no
knowledgeable Muslim will as-

sociate himself with any form of

demonstration that will lead to

i ByShehuAbubakar,
Yo Reporter—<=
unrest.

Speaking against the back-
drop of fear of a demonstration
by the Muslim community in the
FCT today (Friday) over the
blasphemous cartoon published
by a newspaper in Denmark,
Sheikh Muhammad said as far
as he was concerned, “there was
no plan by the Muslim in Abuja
to demonstrate.

“I'have never encouraged cri-
ses. I do not support it and I will
not support it this time around:

We are not sitting on reform |
bills, Senate replies Obasanjo

The Senate yesterday
faulted President
i Olusegun Obasanjo’s

demand for accelerated work

- .on 24 reform bills, saying the «;
. lawmakers were not deliber-:14

i-ately . dawdling on the
i legislations as imputed.
Obasanjo had on Tuesday
written the Senate, querying
the delay in passing the 24
bills crucial to his reform
agenda.

But the Senate yesterday said
of the 24 bills, one was with-
drawn by the executive, four

gzgmmiuml s ’-l?t{:(f‘;;;sg Tafida added that the Educa-
not been presented -~ tion Tax Bill has been with-
Explaining this, Leaderofthe d4rawn by the president.

~ ByHabecb L Pindiga, |
| Assistan: Politcal Editor ||

said;the bills passed were the
Indgpendent Corrupt Prac-
tices Commission Bills, Priva-
tisation and the Commerciali-
sation Bill, the Nigeria Geo-
logical Survey Agency Bill
and the Nigeria deposit Insur-
ance Corporation Bill.

The National Centre for Agri-
cultural Mechanisation Bill
has not been “officially” pre-
sented to the senate, the
leader said.

Senate yesterday asked
President  Olusegun
Obasanjo to order the re-

lease of N27 billion oil revenue
withheld by the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC). ;

The upper chamber also in-
structed its committee on petro-
leum to open probe into the ac-
tivities of the NNPC regarding
i collection and remittance of oil
revenue.

The twin resolution was
adopfed yesterday after a mara-
thon session with six key play-
- ers in the management of the na-
i tion’s oil revenue.

These who briefed the sen-
ate on the withheld funds con-
troversy were Minister of State
for Finance, Mrs Nenadi
Usman, Minister of State for

i Petroleum, Dr. Edmund
i Daukoru; Chairman of the Rev-
. enue Mobilisation, Allocation
iand Fiscal Commission
(RMAFC), Engr. “Hamman
Tukur; Governor of the Central
¢ Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Prof.
i Charles Soludo; Group Manag-
ing Director of the NNPC, Engr.
Funsho Kupolokun; and the Ac-
countant General of the Federa-
Alhaji Ibrahim
i Dankwambo.

| The officials were sum-
i moned to explain their roles in
the circumstances that led to the
non-remittance of the N27 bil-
| lion to the federation account by
i the NNPC.

In his submission, Soludo
who parried most of the ques-
tion from Senators, admitted that
the domestic excess crude ac-
count has monies lodged.

On the basis of this, the sen-
| “ate asked the president to order

the controversial shortfall re-
leased.

Tracing the beginning of the

| controversy, Tukur said

! tion,

NNPC’s refusal to remit N27
billion had stalemated .the fed-
{ eration account allocation com-
mittee (FAAC).
‘ He said based on constitu-

Senate orders release of
N27bn oil revenue

tional provisions, NNPC has no
powers to deduct funds
accruable to the federation ac-
count under whatever circum-
stances. %

But Kupolokun insisted that
the NNPC was not holding unto
any money as the shortfall arose
from subsidy on domestic oil
sales.

“When you reimburse us for

s
- Cartoon: Chief Imam urges police
| to beef up security in Abuja

To the best of my knowledge, |
nobody is planning any demon- |
stration in Abuja. And if I hear *
anything, I will alert the police.
You should also beef up security
in Abuja and send plainclothes
Muslim policemen to pray with
us so that they can counter any-
thing that may arise, he suggested.

He commended the Christian
community for disassociating it-
self from the controversial Dan-
ish cartoon, adding, “I read the |

statements of CAN disassociat- | |
ing itself'in the newspapers. That | |

is a good development. That |
alone is enough evidence that the
Christians around us do nof sup-
port the idea of the cartoon. Then
who are we demonstrating against
and for what?
“If I had fore-knowledge that |
the people of Kano were plan-
ning that demonstration, I would
have cautioned them and advised |
them against it. Demonstration
in this case is an unnecessary
measure.
We don’t need it because
that is not the best way to han-
dle the matter. The Muslims in

3

L-R: Mr. Eugene Okhueleigbe, CAN National Admin Officer; CP FCT police command, Mr. Laweence
Alobi and Chief Imam of the National Mosque, Abuja, Sheikh (Dr.) Musa Muhammad during an emer-
gency security meeting between the top officials of the FCT police command and religious leaders...yesterday

Pix: Shehu Abubakar

the FCT have not planned any
demonstrations and will not plan
any one on this matter,” he as-
sured.

On his part, the national
president of the Christian Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (CAN) repre-
sented by the national adminis-
trative officer, Mr Eugene
Okhueleigbe, commended the
peace existing in the country be-
tween Muslims and Christians
he urged the two groups to main-
tain the relationship.

Speaking earlier, the FCT
police commissioner, Mr Law-
rence Alobi, had said the two re-
ligious leaders should do every-
thing to ensure that their follow-
ers remain law abiding.

He said if any group feels
offended by the action of another
country, it should channel its
grievances through the Nigerian
government who will handle the
matter diplomatically.

Jigawa releases N22m for
renovation of school

mental sanitation exercise at grammes as they will be use-

: he Jigawa state gov

: ernment has released
N22 million for the
renovation and upgrading of

-the state’s School of Health

Technology, Jahun, with a
view to provide adequate
training facilities so that it will
compete favourably with
other health institutions in
other states of the federation.

The state’s Commissioner
for Health, Alhaji Muktari
Mohammed Birniwa, stated
this on Tuesday, while
launching the state environ-

the School of Health Technol-  ful in the enlightenment of the
ogy, Jahun. public on the importance of
Birniwa said the fund will ~ environmental sanitation ex-
be used to renovate the stu-  ercise. _
dent’s hostel and purchase of =~ The commissioner said
furniture, stressing that part that students will be drafted
of the money will alsobeused  to eleven villages chosen for
for the modern laboratory the pilot programmes, adding
equipment and facilities that ~that those villages identified
will facilitate researchwork by  as vulnerable in untidiness
the students and lecturers in  and poor cleanliness.
the school. ~ According to him, w the

He therefore called the
students to be serious in the
pursue of their academic pro-

names of the six out of the
eleven villages are Garado,
Harbo, Harbo Sabuwa.

the shortfall, pay is what the
system costs, I have no prob-
lem, I’ll remit everything into the
federation account,” Kupolokun
said.

On her part when asked
whether the excess crude funds
could be used to fill up the gap,
Mrs. Usman said the amount
standing was appropriated by
Obasanjo for power plants in the
Niger-Delta and debt buy-back.

However, Tukur said this
was unconstitutional as a an ex-
isting court ruling had barred
Obasanjo and state governors
from using the federation account
funds. 3
“The federation account is a
zero account. Its for disburse-
ment of funds only. There’s noth-
ing called excess account in the
constitution. The CBN governor
has said money is there, take it,”
he said.

Before the senate adopted its
resolutions, Senators criticised
the NNPC for operating with-
outea budget and for slashing
public funds unduly.

Senator Dalhatu Tafida
moved a motion for the release
of the withheld funds and a
unanimous vote followed.

Trouble started late last year
when the FAAC discovered N67
billion shortfall in oil revenue for
December 2005 due for sharing
to the three tiers in January.

Members of the committee
protested, leading the NNPC to
release N40 billion in two instal-
ments.

According to Tukur, states
have not collected their shares,
insisting on: the release of the’|
N27 billion balance. ?

Fund diversion: LG chairmen
escape assault

ix local government
S'council chairmen in

Jigawa state escaped
been lynched by their sup-
porters, while several others
were beaten to comma for al-
leged diversion of participa-
tory management expenditure
funds released for develop-
mental projects.

The incident occurred at
the Dutse monument during
the official declaration of poll-
ing units projects executed in
all the 3,370 wards of council-
lors thrdugh the funds
monthly disbursed by the
state government.

According to Daily Trust -
reports, the state government
had organised the official
declaration of the state par-
ticipatory scheme popularly
known as ‘Yan Goma’ after
series of complaints were re-
ceived from different quarters
alleging diversion of the
funds by local council chair-
men.

Daily Trust reports that
already, many local governg
ment chairmen have been
dragged to court for alleged

From Hassan Karofi, |
Correspondent (Dutse) |

siphoning of the participatory
fund which includes the chair-
men of Hadejia and Kafin
Hausa local govenremnts.

The council chairmen who
escaped lynching from their
supporters include that of
Buji, Kiyawa, Hadejia, Auyo,
Kafin. Hausa and Gume for
their alleged siphoning of
public funds.

A visit to the venue of the
event by Daily Trust showed
that only the chairman of
Dutse local government,
Alhaji Bala Ibrahim Yargaba,
was present at the place ex-
changing pleasant words with
his electorates, while many of
the chairmen shunned the
occasion for fear of embar-
rassment from their support-
ers.

According to one of the
ANPP supporters who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
“we are really disappointed
with the way and manner our
chairmen divert our funds
meant for development

projects. Whenever they col-
lect the money, they only
share it among themselves
and leave us in a dilemma,”
he said.

It was gathered that the
action of the ANPP support-
ers might not be uncon-
nected with the recent com-
ments made by the state gov-
ernment that the electorates
should take legal action
against any council chairman
who refuses to live up to ex-
pectations through diversion
O C ol

Gov Turaki of Jigawa

| Tsuhuwa, Dvjo and Nalunce
{ wherethe will commence pro-
| gramme.
f In his remarks, the princi-
i ‘pal of the school, Alhaji Tijam
{ Mohammed, commended the
| state government for their
{ quick intervention to provide
water and a standard labora-
tory for the school and ex-
pressed the hope that the
gesture will continue

In a paper titled: “Fnviron-
mental Sanitation, A Key to
the Success of Malarna Con-
trol Programme™ delivered by
the Director of Environmen-
tal Health and Sanitation
Services, Alhaji Haruna
Usman Suleiman lamented
that most states in Nigena are
paradise to mosquitocs due
to our poor attitude of mdis-
criminate and improper
refuse collection and dispesal
methods, taboos, behaviours
and habits.

He also faulted the three
tiers of government for lack
of proper, efficient and effec-
tive information, education
and communication on envi-
{ ronmental sanitation policies
and policy guidelines, action
plan implementation, supervi-
sion, monitoring, evaluation
as well as enforcement strat-
egies.




ANPP:

oday, here

nation’s caplt;zl u{

Abuja, the ertire
leadership of the opposition
All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP), will converge at the
party ’s new national secreta-
riat at Bassar plaza in the
Central Area of the city fora
meeting of the National

xecutive Committee {(NEC)
This is the first meeting that
the NEC wotild hold this year.
An official of the party told
Daily Trust yesterday that the
meeting will deliberate
‘current political developm-

{ ents” in the countgy with a
view to taking positions that
| would be seen as “ANPP’s
positions on them”. Besides,
it would aiso review the
¢oings-on within the party
and decide on the next steps
o take. It isalso nonews that
the meeting will respond

I effectively to the fresh crisis’

| that has hit the party with

_stekehoiders’ group led by
Revutvaly t:onat Chairman
(North), -=d Lt, General -

' Jeremiah v, 2pAouUncing
on Wednese v, - yeek, the

L suspension f.. & iong

tchairman, €hic: B¢ ™« 4
from office.

The meeting Wassia;
" oned by the national secreta.
ofthe party, Alhaji Sani D. &t
- Katuzu, at the instance of the
< natienal chairman, Chief Don
| Obot Etiebet. Analysts cout-
end that against the back-
drop of the lingering agitation
{in the polity over the spec-
ulated third term agenda and
the planned constitutional
amendment that is precedent
| to it, the meeting was long
! overdue. But added to that,

| the Useni group alleged that

| Etiebet’s leadership delibera-
| tely refused to call meetings
i | of the NEC. There were indi-
! cations that internal mane-
| uvers ‘within the party for
| strategic control have consp-
i ired with other considerations
| to.stall the regular meetings

of the NEC. Eticbet was said
| to be afraid of being arm-

[hr. (&

twisted. Specifically,

bad beenn moves fow
1 : \ 4 1 ~

gadersiiip of the pat
Lo } <4} -
oet by the otne:

cootdinated vy Useni

camp

:6d Sokoto state
)
i

iru Bat

s -been 1p the
storm over alleged
stration and fina-
hricties, which the

iJsenr group also listed am-

{ ung its observations Jast
Wednesday. He was to have

| been removed from office.
' But, Etiebet survived the
i gritty battie by a combination
of his ruggedness and a deft
} political with some

other governors of the party,

pamely Modu Alr vvcr!.-;"

“oncert

| Borno State, Bukar Abba
tbr Vobe Rt

The plots, th

By Sufuyan ()_]le (Special
Correspondent)

and that even if at all there
was a need for that. it would
not be at the whims and
c:prkcs of Bafarawa who has

carricd himself as theleader
of the party. Etiebet declared
last Wednesday that his
suspension was unconstit-
utional and not binding. He

said that there was no organ
like stakeholders known tothe
party’s constitution. insisting
that to that extent, it has no
locus standi and its resoju-
tion was null and void.
Onreflection, the positive
influence of retired General
Muhammadu Buhari, whose
case against President Oluse
gun Obasanjo, was stithi
court then, had saved Etiebet
from being guillotined. Will he
survive this fresh onslaught?

. Those who have wotked for
the salvatmon ‘of Eriebet then
had alleged that Bafarawa -

wanted to take over the party

. for ahidden poii ical agenda.
~ For instance, deputy national
v\gcltare~ officer of the paity,
" Alhaji M

b4 .(‘.n‘a Vs
S r‘ar'v piatform and
A fommer military
rral thrakiim
Babangida 10" 1vance fus
2007 presidential Jspiration.
There were also suggestions
in cireles that Baiarawa might
be doing that itis own
presidential amb:tion.

The NEC meeting. which
will be presided over by
Etiebet, will significantly
provide a veritable platform
for all issues-including the
avalanche of problems within
the party- to be tackled once
and for all: And the issues
are many. They range from
the {eadership tussle between
Etiebet and Bafarawa, whose
mission is to get Etiebet out
as national chairman, through
the problems being experie-
nced by some of the state
governors of the

national

¢ e

Dot
Preside . e

varfv, to the

leve

specutated this
sstimed the 1

weal disc
meeting
inally siated to i >
the Jigawa statc capital, at the

request of Governor Turak.

But some elcnenis in the
party in the Sratc b
against it on the grouids that
the governor had, as aileged

by them, quietly {>ft the ANPP-

for the ruling Peopies Demo-
craiic Party (PDP), before the
PDP’s recent membership
revalidation. They claimad
that Turak: quictly found his

way back into *h\ ANPP
\thafl Sule
iohis b

» Cluef Deu Obot Etieber

;gopsolu%ate his leadership of
the party in the staic. A hea-
vyweightofallégationsbord-
“ering on anti-party activities -

was slammed on himi, proni-

pting the party’s natipnal™
leadership guard to dispaieh -

& fact-finding team to-inve-
stigate the matter and ascer-
tain the veracity.of the.alieg-
ation.

Buti sources close to the
party leadership said that
there was no connection bet-
ween the status or membe-
eship of Governor Turaki and

the hosting of the NEC of the

party, explaining that the

_hosting of the party’s NEC
- meetings was thrown open at
“a meeting of the leadership
- for states to express their
" interest to host it. It was at

that meeting that Governor
Turaki expressed interest to
host. When somebody prote-
sted, the \duo' al Chairm un

said the decision was not final
that it was still open and that
he expected anv state thi
could finish perfecti
HEEMENTS N o
108E 1 You Wo i remembe:
that we heid one in Borno and
~NC also it i 7 ;
now Jigawa

“?’\i!ll ssed his

, the source said.

{t was not oaly Jigawa
state fhat the leadership

dispatched a fact-finding
tcam. Another tecam of six
members was dispatched (o
Sekoto state to invcstigai*
allegations of victimization
levelled against Governor
Bafarawa by his Deputy
governor, Athajt Aliya Wain-

Theteam was bheaded
',-» ‘ “!(: n al

members of the party in the

state.  According to him, “I

_ have received complaints by -

your deputy, His Excellency,
Alhaji Aliye M. Wamakko, on
vour attempts to use the party
machinery in the State to
expel him from the party and
tu victmise him, which have
brought about activitics and
conducts embarrassmg fo the
party, and likcly to bring the
party in the state into hatred,
contempt, ridicule or disrep-
ute, as complained about by
some other concemed mem-
bers of the party in the state”.

“Following the compiaints
and petitions, I am constra-
ined by the powers and

functions conferred on me by -

the party’s coustitution,
especially Article 16.1 (1), (11)
and (V11) to send a fact-
finding cominittee to the
State’s Chapter of the party
to inve \n*»a ¢ and ascerfain
the veracity of the allegations
ath the L)spu!} Governor

and the concerned m

by b

S1NOCES

Yt

finding ¢
kel

ommi ;
the party’s leadership

: NeCCSSary reco
vational Execn-
tive Committee (NEE), of the
party for appropr 1ate action to

t the situation and save

+ - s M
IGc s

ations

al
the state chapter of our great
party from further crisis”.
Etiebet. in the two-page
letter, copies of which were
seat to the Deputy National
Chairman Sokoto
State Chairman of the party,
sz' ‘~‘0h->1mmsd Aliyu Tori,
Jate’s

Usenti,

aia’s Director

Comunissioner of

to him wi lhm the nexi one
week. The deadhine expired
on January 29. 2006. Daily
Trust gathered that the rcport
has since‘bccn'Submiuvd in
accordance with the directive.
It was learnt that the fresh
move against Eticbet was
aimed at frustrating the pres-
entation of and deliberation
on the committee’s report.
Etiebet had said in the letter

_that, “*because of the urgency

and importance concerning

. the issue and the state of the

party-in the State, you are to
submit your repori within
seven days from 22™ January,
2006, to enable the forthco-
ming National Executive
Comrmtegofaur great party

“take *necesgary and appropr- -
iate actionto arvest the situ-
¥ amm aud save the state chap-

~ter of our great party there
from further crisis”.

- 1t was gathered that the‘
: hgawaandSokoto J)rObIems
- would engage “the attention -

ofthe NEC meeting, which will

~ be attended by the seven

.governors of the party from
Sokoto, Zamfara, Kano,

Jigawa, Borno, Yobe and

kebbi states. The matters have
a ‘place on the agenda and
there are feelers that Etiebet
and his loyalists might sway
the NEC to indict and possibly
sanction Bafarawa and Useni
who have engaged in a smear
campaign against hint (nati-
onal chairman). As for Jigawa
state governer, there are
feclers that he might come out
clean because there was, as
learnt, no evidence to prove
that he left the party for the
PDP, which allegation was the
linchpin of the opposition
elements. Besides, he is said
to enjoy the suppori of
Etiebet both of whom are said
to be quietly syndicating for
Obasanjo’s third term gambit.
Besides, Daily Trust
gathered that Etiebet himself
would also need to contend
with plots to remove him. A
source in the party hinted that
there have been arrangements
to put in p'mc:“ a Caretaker
Cominittee in March this year
that will pilot the affairs of the
party till the national conv-
ention and presidential
primaries of the party. Thisis
vhat the Bafarawa and Useni
groups are working at. If this
is achieved in March, it would
oe the second time the party
would do that. It did that when
Atlhaji Yusuf Al stepped
down as National Chairman.
A caretaker committee headed
by Bafarawa was constituted.
[t was the committee that
conducted the presidential
primaries in which Etiebet
emerged-as national chairman
and retired General Buhari, as
sidential candidate of the
rty forthe 2002 election.
fthough 1t was

1 oy
icarnt
‘awa played a K¢y
recnce ol

chairman

some political interest, the
‘Bafarawa camp believes that |

Page

d' the crises

nery have positioned B
awa as the arrowhead o
opposition to Etiebet. In tl‘.‘
if Bafarawa attends the NEf
meeting, as indications say he
might not, then Etiebet will
have to be deft in the handling
of the proceedings lest !
table is turned against hin
But if he does not, Eticbet as
expected, would be ruthless
n “dealing” with the other
camp. It was gathered that
Etiebet has been fightingeto
preserve his position, which
tenurd expires December this
year. He does not favour the
appointment of a caretaker
committee when the ténure of |
his leadership has not lapsed. |

In fact, there are feelers that

he is even angling for a|
secondterm. But for strategie .
political reasons bordering on
the plot for the 2007 presid-
ency and the promotion

a Laretaker committee, with |
‘Etiebet out of the way, will

-indeed be salutary to the

agenda. This is what the |

~-Bafarawa/Useni camp is said |

to be working at.

With this plethora of i items 4 o

on the meeting’s agenda, the

_haze of fear and anxieties have |

thickened. But perhaps the
most significant item will be
the igsue of the speculated
third term of which Etiebet’s
leadership has not proved
itselfas the drum major of the
opposition to the ruling PDP.
While the ANPP legislaiors
are.said to have distingu-
ished "themselves in the
opposition to the third term
gambit in the domain of
constitution amendment,
many of the party governors
have been acting as collab-
orators with the PDP federal
government in the promoton
of the agenda while the Eti- |
ebet leadership has, as conte- |
nded by analysts, been docile. E
There were insinuations |
in circles that Etiebet is more |
PDP than ANPP. The Useni |
group has also alleged so. |
There ‘are indications in|
political circles that the PDP
government might have some
hold on Etiebet, thus promp-
ting him to be timid in condes
mning the third term gambit
Leaders of the ANPP arej
expected to tell one another.
the home truth at the NEC
meeting, regardless of the
moves or infractions by the |
Useni group. They will, as
gathered, decide whether to
save the party or bury it in
the weeks ahead. This is an
item on the agenda, according
to a source. If they decide to
save the party, the meeung
will have to be decisive in its,
resolutions. The leadership
will have to act responsively
in thg true tradition of'
opposition parties; otherwise

v

the ANPP may be quitting the
stage for the emergent
parties, which are ready 1o
play the game in accordance
with the traditional expecta-
tions of the.ruling par d

the' chivermed
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60-year-old security

guard, Papa Elu, is

eing detained by the

police in Port Harcourt after

he was arrested for alleged

unlawful possession of fire-
arms.

The police said the man
was in possession of a locally
made double barrel short gun,
two live cartridges and two
knives. Papa Elu is a security
guard in an uncompleted
petrol station at Igwuruta, air-
port road, Port Harcourt. He
also resides in the place. The
police public relations officer
in the state, DSP Ireju
Barasua, said that the matter
is being investigated to de-
termine the source, usage
and functions of the firearm.
The airport/ Igwuruta divi-
sion of the Rivers State po-
lice command is handling the
matter. :

In a related development,
a man has foiled an armed
fobbery attempt at Gambia
street in Mile one area of Port
Harcourt when he pretended
to be looking for money for
Ttwo. suspected thieves and
suddenly turned around to
grab one of them.

Police in Port Harcourt
said the man, on grabbing the
suspect, began to screem, in-
viting people to help him ar-
rest the robber. Daily Trust

gathered that the one that

Some of the weapons recovered by the poli

was grabbed was the one

~ Security guard arrested for
illegal possession of ﬁrearms

‘ From lkenna Fmoka :
. Okpani, Bureau Chief, Porr .
| Harcourt ;

holdmg the gun. Out of fear
his accomplice escaped aban-
doning his colicague in the
firm grip of the man. :

Neighbours who quickly
arrived the scene grabbed the
robber and reportedly beat
him before he was handed
over to the Mile one police
station.

Before then, the suspects
were said to have robbed
some people of N15, 000 and
two Samsung handsets as

they were moving from room

to room. The one that es-
caped ran away with part of
the loot.

Neighbours said the sus-
pects entered the compound
atabout 11.00pm and started
going from room to room.

It was when they entered
the man’s house that he sum-

moned courage and grabbed

the one with the gun. The
man’s wife, our reporter, gath-
ered, is a nursing mother and
had quickly empticd the con-
tent her bag to the thieves.
The one with the gun
asked her to show them
where she hid some of the
money. It was while he was
trying to lead the woman
away that the husband
grabbed him. Police said the
suspect will soon appear in
Court.

suspected rabbers

S uspected armed robbers paraded bv FCT police command Abuja...recently

Four c1v1l servants docked for

fraud

our civil servants have

appeared before an

Abuja chief magistrate
court for allegedly defraud-
ing the National Industrial
Court [NIC] of over N1.7m.
The four suspects, Ernest

in Lagos.

'—_m_“iy—li;i)?ilabm, |
Senior Reporter i

Adlzuatl_]oma 42, Salako
Adewale, 29, Apagu Megudu
Gadzama, 41 and Olokor. U.
John are standing trial on a
three count charge of forg-
ery, conspiracy and theft to
which they pleaded not
guilty.

According to the police

Pix: Oladipupe Odunewu,

report made available to Daily
Trust, the first accused per-
son, Ernest Adizua [joma, a
staff of the National Indus-
trial Court (NIC), conspired
with the three other accused
persons who are staff of the
National Efectric Power Au-
thority (NEPA) now Power
Holding €ompany of Nigeria
(PHCN), to defraud the NIC

1 0f(N1,699,745.27).

The report alleged that
the suspects converted vari-
ous drafts purchased by the

. NIC for the payment of it’s

electrical bills to their private

use.

The report stated that the

. four run out of luck when

NEPA cut off electricity sup-

. ply to the house of the NIC
i - Chief Registrar, Mrs. O. A.
| | Shogbola, and that the light
| | was not restored even when
- N50,000 was paid through the
i first accused , Mr. Emest

Adizua whose schedule it

‘ . was to ensure payments of
| | the court’s bills.

The report added that *
this compelled the court to
pay another N20.000 before
the electricity supply was re-
a result of
that experience , a committee

stored and so as

was setup 1o exal

> NEFPA hill
NEPA DR

iICIIS. O W

pavm

bv N

02 whi

‘The bank drafts pur-
chased and issued to Mr.
Ernest to pay electricity con- |
sumption bills were manipu-
lated and payments not made
as in some cases the suspects
made paltry cash payments
to avoid disconnections in
order to conceal their activi-
ties’ , the report revealed

At the last adjourned
date, counsel to the accused
persons raised an objection
to the hearing of the casec

He told the court to make
an order asking the prosecu-
tion counsel, DSP Ibrahim
Bako, to make available state-
ments of all witnesses, also
make available the list of wit-
nesses as well as the list
exhibits they intend to sub
mit.

In response, the pros-
ecuting police officer, DSP
Ibrahim Bako, said that such
an application is not appl
cable to the chief magistrate
court, citing section 188 of
the criminal procedure code
(CPC), adding that ithe mag-
istrate court is a court of sun
mary jurisdiction, where t!
rules of the evidence ac

3

-
not apj lied strictly.
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From Musa Umar Kazaure,

Regional Editor, Kano
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lealer claim ears
180 Viajor Sa
™ - 1 +1- -
Dadinkowa, then serving in.
I . nred Sehn
Bauchi Armoured School,

purchased a vehiele from him
in Kano thr his friend. -

He state
the car was N270,000 while
the Corporal friend of the
major only brought a deposit
of N70,000 with a promise to
pay the balance when the
Major accepts the car. The
actual owner of the car in-
sisted that N100,000 must be
paid as deposit before the car
can be taken to Bauchi for the
Major’s inspection,” he said.

On reaching Bauchi, he
said, the Major tested the car
and found it okay but asked
to be given a week to come
up with the balance. Alhaji
Salisu said when he returned
to Bauchi on the promised

- day, he was told that the
 Major has returned to his
- base in NDA, Kaduna after
. completing his course.

All efforts to get the bal- |
ance from the Major, he said,
proved abortive while the
owner of the car forced him
to sell his house to pay the
balance.
Attempts through the

_ courts to get the Major to pay
- him his balance failed as the

military officer kept avoiding
the court for no reason.
Meanwhile Major

-Sama’ila Dadinkowa has

been ordered by a Kano High
Court Judge to appear before
it on March 7, 2006, follow-
ing his failure to appear be-
fore the court on several oc-

__casron%

Man, 70, others arrested over
Indian hemp

.

70-year-old

I rart |
punart i

A nine others were ar
rested

Katsina metropolis for alleg-

Wednesday in

edly being in possession of

200kgs of Indian hemp.

The Katsina state NDLEA
Assistant Commander,
Lawal Hamisu, told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN),
that the suspects, including

peddlers and addicts, were

arrested at Farinyaro area of

the town. He said that the ar-

surveil-
NDLEA

operativesintheg aréa

rest was sequel to t

lance mounted by

« iHamisiisadd theuspdit

512 1 kg v ovasitd

e cost of

\“Mll-

blind robbery gang
leader and 45 other
robbery suspects

i have been arrested by the
. Taraba state police command.

The state’s Commis-
sioner of Police, Mr Greg
Anyating, told newsmen on

! Wednesday in Jalingo that |

the men had been terrurising
people in the state.

He said the suspects who
were caught with arms and
ammunition, have made con-
fessional statements regard-
ing their activities adding
that the arrest followed inten-
sive patrols, surveillance and
raids on the hideouts of crimi-
nals, some of whom were

| nabbed with hard drugs.

nosed a serious threat resi-
ACLS ( Farivd W

ing that 20 d
hemp and a Honda saloon cat

were recovered from them.

Among those arrestcd, he
added, were Babangida

Kachale, who was the lcader,
Buhari Labaran, Lawal Abu,
Magaji and Jamilu.

He said ihe suspects

would be prosecuted as soon
as investigations arc com-
pleted. Hamisu appealed to
the people of the staic to al-
ways co-operate w and
assist the NDLEA t heck
the menace af drugrobuse in

The police boss said that
most of the suspects are
former political thugs who
have been abandoned by
their masters.

Some ofthe polmclans in

other robbery suspects

the state, he disclosed, had
been thronging the command
to seek the release of the sus-
pects.

Anyatinty said he has
ralsed the lsbue at a recent

! Smpects charged with various (J/fences ran mg from armed robbm ry to thejt hemg paradctl by the polu ein FC 1...rewntly

Taraba pohce arrest bhnd sang leader, 45

state Security Council meet-
ing, adding that the state
government felt bad about
the development and insisted
that justice must prevail, no
matter the status of those in-
volved.

He also expressed con-
cern over the lack of commu-

mc(mon eqmpmem in the

Pix: Shehu Abubakar

command, noting that the
situation has compelled the
command to resort to the use
of cell phones.

Anyating also blamed the
inability of the police to re-
spond promptly to distress
calls to the poor condition of
roads in the state capital.

Retired school principal killed, dumped in car

65-year-old retired

college principal,

iss Susan Obi, was

yesterday found dead in her

car at her residence on Inde-
pendence Layout, Enugu.

A family source told the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN), that the late Obi who
lived alone in her apartment,
was allegedly killed by un-

known assailants who tied

her legs and dumped-her in
her 7oyota Camry car.

1 $ 1 +1
'l ViITCe Sarct that

dLiCil ne Morning Mass, as

her Holy Bible lay beside her
lifeless body at about 6.00
a.m. The source said that
Obi’s assailants removed the
car radio while the keys to her
apartment were not found on
her.

A NAN

who visited

the scene, re-

ports that

Premises were op

PaseRkde

arrangements to move the
body to the mortuary.

2 poRceman
i

drafted to gua

A police officer told NAN
that investigations are on to

1buja.

oles Square,

unravel the cause of the death
of'the former principal.

| the indugural ¢eveminy of President'Olusegun

=
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The suspected vandals and the allegedly st

len products

CharlieBoy docked for inﬁmidation, bribery

he President of the
Performing Musician
Association of Nigeria
(PMAN), Mr. Charlie Oputa
Aka Charlie boy,
\yesterday docked at an
| Abuja chief Magistrate Court
Efor criminal intimidation,
irecurring gratification and
conduct likely to cause
breach to public peace.
Police prosecutor, Mr.
Ibrahim Bako, said the
PMAN President is facing
prosecution based on a
complaint by Mr. FBO
Osimegwu, the Managing
Diréctor of Nigeria Breweries
Plc, alleging that Charlie boy
had threatened his llfe and

was

By Benjamin Auta,

Re ‘1e;
that of his st
The Prosccutor, also
alleged that Charlie boy
caused the destruction of
star Mega Jam Musical

concert organized by Nigeria
Breweries Plc in Major cities
in the country due to the non

payment of the sum of

N20,000,000 as bribe as a
result of which. there were
series of fight at the venues.

Bello, further said that due
to the non payment of the
alleged N20,000,000 bribe,
Charlie boy allegedly

.threatened and intimidated

the Nigeria Breweries plc

e Taraba State police
Command has
attributed the

increasing rate of crimes in
{the- state to politicians who
|always stand by suspected
|criminals when ever they are
nabbed by the police.

| The State Commissioner of
{police, Mr. Greg Anyating,
who was speaking te news
imen in Jalingo on
Wednesday hinted that the
Police are no longer allowed
{to deal with issues
particularly robbery cases
according to the provision of
the law because of the
pressure that used-to- follow

_crime surge

From Ado Adamu,
Correspondent Jalingo
any arrest of suspected
gangs of criminals by
poljticians, mostly top
government functionaries.
Greg said most of those
arrested by the police in
connection with robbery
cases have been found to be
political thugs belonging to
one politician or another or
must have beer ;':truilcd and
armed by politicians during
electioneering mn;ugn and
later dumped
rl

1 NC C missioner

complained that thé ednstant

ifiterference™b

managing Director and his
staff in manner that could
have caused the bre f
public peace contrary to
section 116, 1 13 and 397 ot

the penal code

However. the
pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

The defense counsel,
Okechukwu Ajunwa,
however asked the court to
grant the accused person bail
on self recognition.

accused

While giving her ruling on

bail senior magistrate, Hafsat
Soso, granted the accused

bail in the sum of N2m with
two sureties who must be |
civil servants on grade level !

welght politicians is seriously
undermining the criminal
justice system.

The police boss said that
at present at the state police
headquarter alone, there are
46 suspected armed robbers
most of whom have already
confessed bé&longing to one
political thug group or
anothet.

According to the police
commissioner, another
problem that hinders the
police from promptly
responding to distress calls
during robbery operation in
the state capital is the
unplanned nature of the
State Capital that makes some

residents very difficult to
reach
\ 11 et

Mr. Greg also ca

She

the

bail on elf

however denied

’ d
accu

recognition as she adjourned

the matter to March 9. 2006.

arraigned for -
npersonatmn

wo persons who
impersonated  as
journalists to dupe
unsuspecting members of
the public were on
Wednesday arraigned before
a Chief Magistrate s court in

Kaduna.
The accused, 40-vear-old
Jbale YaKubu and Abbas
Mohammed of \:mous;
addresses had obtained |
money from a top civil
servant under the pretext of |

“being reporters from the -

Kiaduna = state Media
Corporation (KSM()
According to the police
prosecutor, Inspector Orpin
Aveve, an editor with the
KSMC, Mr brahim
Bongus, reported the matter
at- the -state police
Headquarters, K
He said that the police
arrested . the suspe
following a tip-off from the

top civil servant wl

ad

allegedly duped

The trial
Malam Nasir ldnis re
the accused to b inde
in prison custo )
the conclusi
investigation

The accused ha e
pleaded not guil

count charge.

Plpelme vandals economic
saboteurs —Civil defence boss

he Commandant
General, Nigeria
security and civil
defence corps, Dr. Ade
Abolurin has described
pipeline vandals in the
country as economic
saboteurs.
Dr. Abolurin, stated this
while reactmg to the arrest

Taraba police 1nd1cts poht1c1ans over

conscious because luckily, |

he noted that the robbers |
have focused on government |
functionaries, recalling recent |

attack on. Mr. Timon
Maisamari Munga the state
UBE coordinator, and Mr.

Jonathan Tijos an accountant |

with the state sub — treasury.

The Commissioner
assured that, despite the
hurdles, the police in the state
are . leaving no stone
unturned in 1gh!ing the men
of the underworld. He
disclosed that they have

introduced routine raiding of

suspected criminal hideouts.
He called on politicians to

stop . mounting undue

pressure on the police but

rather join hands with them

ta oetitl ) l.of
ninals

KawodeAjlbola, |
Correspondent Abeokuta |
of eight suspected plpelme
vandals in Sagamu, Ogun
State yesterday. He
appealed to Nigerians to
assist the corps in getting
to the root of the activities
of the vandals. :
He said that about 150
suspected vandals were
arrested last year by the joint
| Anti-vandalisation team of
Nigeria security and civil
defence corps and the
Nigeria police.

Dr. Abolurin who

| challenged the Ogun State

Command of the corps to
fish out vandals of
goveérnment property in all
nook and cranmes of the
state, expressed optimism
that the number of vandals
to be arrested this year will
be more than 150
suspected vandal arrested
last year

The

i

commandant general

id variousstrategieshave

been adopted by his men to

track down suspected
vandals in the countr
Names of the ecight
suspected vandals arrested
at Sagamu are, Sotimeyin
Olusegun, Mufu Lawal,
Oludele David, Olu
Adekoya, Kolawole
Oladipupo, Albert A.
Adeboye, Adeboye Tunde
and Kehinde Oremade
Items recovered from

them include, one single
barrel gun,
shovels, Sledge Harmer,
irrench, hose,
drilling machine, Adjustable
Spanner, one Suzuki, motor
vehicle with registration
number DT 392 AKD, one
blue Mezedez Benz car with
reg. No BT 837 EKY and a
Peugout 505 GR with Reg
No. AE 449 JGB.
Meanwhile, the Ogun

charms,

hammar,

State Commandant, Nigeria
civil defence security corps
(NCDSC) Mrs. Ma {
Odekeye has dec

against pipehine
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. few days ago, I got an-
; e-mail from my second
: ry school classmate,

. Mr Tunji Ojelade (alias Ogbeni
Oja as we used to call him) from
Accra, Ghana where he and his
family have obviously settled
for good since their relocation

_almiost six years ago. He is a

promiinent player in that
country’s Chamber of Com-

| merce and Industry.

In his long e-mail, he dis-

played his fascination for the

- new Nigerian eGovernment ini-

| tiative. He had attended barely
- - one week ago the 4" ICT for
~ Government Conference of the

Accra International Confer-
ence Centre where the former
Power & Steel Minister, Dr Olu

- Agunloye presented a papgr
| ' on the National eGovernment
- Strategies (NeGst) and good |

. governance which according
to him was widely adjudged as
brilliant and particularly stimu-
lating. &

My friend’s” fascination
arose not just ffom his long

. admiration for Agunloye, the

Agunloye, e-government and transparency

cerebral ex-boss of the Federal
Road Safety Commission
(FRSC) but that his country is
now eGovernment compliant,
placing it in the league of pro-
gressive nations. I was deeply
touched by his patriotism.

My attempt in this piece,’
therefore, is to highlight the
features of this initiative which
have started gaining ground
beyond the shores of this coun-
try. It is also an attempt to ap-
praise the key benefits of the
project with a view to address-
ing the inherent potentials for
good governance in the
nation’s current democratic
dispensation at all tiers.

Let me hasten to state that
the rather novel approach to
implementing the project in the
country which is envisaged as
a Public Private Partnership
(PPP) is set against the vision
of the federal government in
the institutionalisation of effi-

 “For example, Power Holding Com-
- pany of Nigeria (PHCN), for online reg-
istration of estimated 5.4 million custom-

' ers and migration of an estimated 10.6
. million consumers to customer status;
Teachers Registration Council of Nige-
ria (TRCN) for online registration of es-
_ timated 1.0 million professional teach-
ers; DNCR National ID card data and
IDIMAS (Integrated Digital Identity
- Management System) along with Police,
NSA, 888, Justice departments.”

[ By Emeka Nwankpa }

ciency, transparency and ac-
countability for good gover-
nance.

This is however not the end
of the story. It is also meant to
avail private financiers of the
opportunity of extracting com-
merce from the implementation

of the eGovernment project. In+

other words, it is to generate
for the private sector a return
on their investment.

The project is practically an-
chored on the Information and
Communication Technology
Strategies (ICT), an area which
has received a tremendous
boost by the federal govern-
ment notably the promulgation
of the National IT Policy in
March 2001, the establishment
of the National Information
Technology Development
Agency (NITDA) in March
2002 and the eventual launch-
ing of the National
eGovernment Strategies in
March 2004.

As a responsible and re-
sponsive member of the world
community, Nigeria has practi-
cally demonstrated a deep ap-
preciation of ICT tools not only
for developing science and
technology but as veritable
means of delivering on the
socio-economic development
priorities such as health, edu-
cation, agriculture, rural devel-
opment, employment genera-
tion and strong result-oriented
monitoring of government
projects and programmes.

The ultimate goal of
eGovernment which is good
governance starts with the em-
ployment of information and

communication technologies
in improving the efficiency, ef-
fectiveness, transparency and
accountability of government.
It also runs through integrat-
ing government ministries and
all tiers of government comple-
mented by interaction with citi-

zens, businesses and
organisations.
The new Nigerian

eGovernment Initiative is
based on the PPP model in ac-
cordance with the Nigerian
National Policy for Information
Technology which was recom-
mended by the Geneva-based
World Summit on Information
Society in December 2003. It
has been adopted as a major
thrust of the economic reform
agenda of the federal govern-
ment encapsulated in the Na-
tional Empowerment and De-
velopment Strategy (NEEDS).
The initiative aims at nurtur-
ing and growing the private
sector thereby utilising its
drive, skill and funds appropri-
ately in ensuring sustainable
economic development. It is
envisaged that the project will
be replicated in the Federal
Capital Territory and state lev-
els respectively as the FCT
Empowerment and Develop-
ment Strategy, FEEDS and State
Empowerment and Develop-
ment Strategy, SEEDS.
Conceived as a tripartite
joint venture comprising the
federal government (repre-
sented by NITDA), a parastatal
of the Federal Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology on one
part, strategic partners on the
second part and financial in-
vestors on the third part, the
PPP partnership emerged as a

Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
which was registered by the
Corporate Affairs Commission
as NeGSt to design and imple-
ment eGovernment
programmes in the country.

Contemplating the debilitat-
ing effects of the dearth of ac-
curate data, sub-standard da-
tabases, unreliable database,
disjointed operations, low level
computerisations and non-
compliance with acceptable
standards on national growth
is to properly appreciate the ur-
gent needs of employing a
functional eGovernment plat-
form.

On the platform is a tripartite
arrangement of three promi-
nent players - the government,
private sector and the citizen.
The main objective of the strat-
egy is to create people em-
powerment through aligning
NeGSt’s objectives with the
NEEDS, that is the New Part-
nership for Africa’s Develop-
ment (NEPAD) and Millennium
Development Goals, MDG at
the local, regional and global
levels respectively.

The NITDA-NeGSt
eGovern-ment project is situ-
ated within the bigger scope
of integrated data for informa-
tion and decision management.
Within the Nigerian context, the
specific and general
eGovernment obligations have
recognised existing networks
such as that of the Federal Capi-
tal Territory (FCTNet), Public
Service Network (PSNet) Inte-
grated Fiscal and Economic
Management Information Sys-
tem (IFEMIS) capable of allow-
ing access and collaboration
by local and international

groups.
- It 1s pleasing to note at this
juncture that the eGovernment
initiative as is being pursued
by. Dr Olu Agunloye, the
NeGSt’s pioneer Vice Chairman |
and Chief Executive Officer
and his team of young, skilful
and committed professionals,
have finalised practical engage-
ments with certain key public
agencies whose activities are
citizen-centred.

For example, Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN),
for online registration of esti-
mated 5.4 million customers
and migration of an estimated
10.6 million consumers to cus-
tomer status; Teachers Regis-
tration Council of Nigeria
(TRCN) for online registration
of estimated 1.0 million profes-
sional teachers; DNCR Na-
tional ID card data and
IDIMAS (Integrated Digital
Identity Management System)
along with Police; NSA, SSS,
Justice departments.

Others are the activation of
NITDA’s PSNet and applica-
tion of its Mobile Internet units,
the eTrade for SMEDAN/NDE/
NDDC, eExamination for NUC
and ePolice for Nigeria Police
and elmmigration for Nigeria
Immigration Service, eSchool
for States and Integrated Emer-
gency Management Systems.

In conclusion, it is now up
to the federal government, the
stakeholders and all well-mean-
ing citizens to ensure that the
on-going silent eGovernment
revolution is warmly embraced
and vigorously pursued for
good ‘governance in the land.

Emeka Nwankpa is an
Abuja-based journalist.
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-done. no doubt, Rushdie’s
fatwa wouldn’t have been
the first. Nonetheless. the
Vatican condemned The
Satanic Verses. And many
other Church dignitaries
offered support. Cardinal
Decourtray, head of the
French Episcopal congrega-
tion, spoke of'his pain at this
“msult to God”, while New
York’s Cardinal O Connor
stated it would be a very
stupid act to waste valuable
time to read Rushdie’s book
and he said it was important
to “let Muslims know we
disapprove of attacks on
their religion.”

It was the same with all
truly religious people of all
traditions. Orthodox Rabbi
Avraham Ravitz, leader of
Degel Hatorah in Jerusalem,
declared that the world
should stop making a saint
of Rushdie, for his dragging
the prophet and his wives
through the mud in the novel
would hurt the feelings of
miltions of Muslims.

This, of course, was
something that should be
‘seized to build a united
worldwide brotherhood of
believers against the
onslaught of a secularism
that has put all believers in
God on the spot. In a recent
rejoinder to an article by
Salman Rushdie in 7he Times
of London, I'said that it was

in the question _of, the,

freedom of exprassion that

Blasphemy: A new defining moment

Islam and the West will
never find common ground.
Perhaps it bears repeating.
What | said then was: “But
it is on the guestion of the
freedom of expression that
the West and Islam will
never find an acceptable.
mutually satisfying common
ground. After having
imvaded every sanctity. the
only area that remains
unconguered by the West is
the prestige of Islam’s drvine
personmalities. If Rushdie’s
attacks on the Holy Prophet
[SAW] had mnot bcen

effectively challenged by

Imam Khomeini [quddisa
sirrith al-sharif}, the name of
Muhammad [SAW] would
have been reduced to the
status to which the prophets
of Israel had been reduced
by Christendom. Any fool
can msult them anyday and
go scot-frge. And in his
desire to see this come
about, Rushdie wanted [slam
to be revised.

“But it is not a revised or
reformed Islam that the
corporate West desires.
What it wants is a world
without religion, a world
devoid of divine values and
[the existence of] the school
of thought based on the
type of independence that
issues from them. What it
really wants is a world

steeped in a thoroughly
secularised version of
religion, the type that will
not challenge Western
cultural and economic
hegemony over the world.”

Many people in the West
are painfully aware of the
lack of the spiritual
dimension and have
postulated an inevitable ca-
tastrophe on account of
that. In 2001, barely a month
after 9-11, Robert Royal,
president of the US-based
The Faith & Reason
Institute said in a lecture:

“The democracies, for all
their current cultural decay
and uncertainty of purpose,
are necessarily doomed to
perish. But the problems that
they show all around the
world should lead us to
rethink the anthropology
that undergirds democratic
regimes. The older view of
man, the anthropology of the
democratic citizen, entailed
seeing him as created in
God’s image. From that
flowed his rights and dignity.
Questions of establishment
and discrimination, of
course, need to be consid-
ered carefully, but so does
the possibility _ that
democracy absent some
spiritual vision 1S
incoherent.

“In that'perspeétive; let

me close with a remark by
Véaclav Havel, the astute
Czech writer and dissident
who became president of the
Czech Republic after the fall
of Communism. Havel has
noted that not only America,
but all the democracies are
suffering from a malaise.
And the solution he
proposes goes to the heart
of the argument about the
Old West’s importance to the
New West that 1 have been
making here: “Wherein lies
that forgotten dimension of
democracy that could give it
universal resonance? 1 am
deeply convinced that it lies
in that spiritual dimension
that connects all cultures and
in fact all humanity. If
democracy is not only to
survive but to expand
successfully and resolve
those conflicts of cultures,
then, in my opinion, it must
rediscover and renew its own
transcendental origins.”
But a world that has
placed the cult of
consumerism above
spiritualism is unlikely to
adopt or agree to this logic.
or even care if, by any
chance, it does. In this, it is
Muslim societies that must
provide the leadership to a
world that has been in
§piritual comarsince the
West took ' the ‘ascendancy.

And like the independence
struggles of the early 20™
Century, nations must rise
up to wrest their spiritual
independence from the West.

What is needed today
therefore is more than the
mere support of organised
Christianity. What Muslims
need in the fight to re-
establish the divine as part
of everyday life is for
Christians to rise up in
defence of their religion
from the cultural assault of
this dredge from the West.

Christians, Jews and
Muslims must disregard
these Godless secular
powers and align themsel-
ves in a new brotherhood
capable of wresting control
of the world from them and
handing back to God. In
other words, those who
believe in God must create
[or recreate] a world in
which those who don’t
believe in Him dare not
blaspheme His religion or
insult those whom He had
sent.

“What I said then was: “But it is on the
question of the freedom of expression that
the West and Islam will never find an
acceptable, mutually satisfying common
ground. After having invaded every sanctity,
the only area that remains unconquered by
the West is the prestige of Islam’s divine
personalities. If Rushdie’s attacks on the
Holy Prophet [SAW] had not been effectively
challenged by Imam Khomeini [quddisa
sirruh al-sharif] the name of Muhammad
[SAW] would have been reduced to the
status to which the prophets of Israel had
been reduced by Christendom. Any fool can
insult them any day” and go scot-free. And
in his desire to see this come about, Rushdie
‘wanted Islam to be revised.”
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wish to refer to apublica-
tion in the Daily Sun news-
aper of 25th January, 2006

on the above caption credited
to IBB by a campaign group
| known as Women and Asso-

is being spearheaded by one
Bisi Abiola, the association’s

| ciation Netwmk for IBB whléh 3% Natlonal "f tustees and Dlmctor
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To start with, let me referto IBB
who is widely known as
Nigeria’s Maradona as a self-

centred man. What Nl&cnam
have failed to do is to give ap-
propriate interpretation to the

.cmfﬁcfmgtt

' Lovers Day. Some events as- .
sociated with the Valentine’s
Day can betraced to the Ro-
mans and English people.

The Romans held the festi-
val of Lupercalla between 14
and 15 February. During the
festival, sacrifices were offered
to the earth for fertility. Also,
there was a race for men. While
running, they carried thongs
(strips of feather) as whip.
Women flogged with the whip
became more fertile and those
without children had their ste-
rility removed. It will be recalled
that William Shakespeare in his
book titled, Julius Cuaesar,
mentioned the
Lupereal and its significance.

When Flavius'in the play
said to Marullus, his fellow Ro-
man, “go you down that way
towards the Capitol. This way
will I disrobe the images, if you
do find them deck with ceremo-
nies,” Marullus replied. “May
we do so? You know it is the
feast of Lupeceal.”

In the same book, Caeser’s
wife called Calpurnia had no
child. Therefore, during the fes-
tival, Caesar said to Antonius
“forget not in your speed (race)
to touch Calpurnia, for our el-
ders say, the barren touch in
this'holy chase, shake off their
sterile curse.”

Another concept of the Val-
entine is associated with Saint
Valentine, one of the legend-
ary martyrs in Rome who loved
¢hildren, but he refused to wor-

§)
was in power in A.D. 200 ar-

feast of

threw them mto hlS cell
event took place in February
and this is why people ex-
change love messages on
Valentine’s Day.

When the Romans con-
quered British in about A.D. 43,
there was admixture of culture,
but the English people refused
to promote the Luperialia be-
cause it was seen as a
paganistic festival. However,
they revered Saint Valentine
whom Claudius [l imprisoned.
Also, an English poet called
Geoffrey Chaucer, said that
birds began to pair off or
mates in the
spring, which \as February. It
was assumed that the special
days for mating or pairing, was
February 14-15. Itis only love
that can lead to mating or

parenting.

choose the

Charles Duke of Orleans,

vnrthe

France, was captured by the
Bgitish in the Battle of
Agincourt. They took him to
England and put him in the
prison. On February 15, he sent
love letters to his wife. Too, in
early morning of Febraury 15,
cach year, unmarried English
women looked through the win-
dow to see men who will marry
them. They desired that the first
man they seee should marry
them. William Shakespeare cap-
tured the scene in his book
titled Hamelet. He said that
Ophelia, a woman in the play
sings “good morrow, it’s St.
Valentine’s Day. All in morning
betime. And | a main at your
window, to be your Valentine.”
In 1700s, English women wrote
men’s name on scraps of pa-
pers, rolled each in a little piece

tine’s day

. ofclay and dtowd them info
-water. The first paper that arose

to the surface had name of a
woman’s true lover.

As a result of mercantilism,
colonialism and expansion of
the West, the Europeans
transferred the concept of
Valentine’s Day to other parts
of the world and we copied
without questioning.

That is part of the colonial
mentality that is still with us up
to this day. The English in or-
der to package the observance
of February 15 as lovers’ day,
suppressed the concept of
Lupercalia, which was held on
llu said day. They chose Val-
entine \\'hom they revered as a
name for the day and anchored
the belief on what Chaucer,
their own poet said:

Abraham Idika is with the
Education Unit, Nigeria Po-
lice, c¢/o Police Secondary
School, Calabar.

Kudos, Gov. Ibrahim Idris

wish to use this me-dium to

express my view and com

mendation to Governor
Ibrahim Idris, the executive gov-
ernor of Kogi State for the
award of the construction of the
new General Hospital in Lokoja,
Kogi State.

Asan indigene of Lokoja, the
capital of Kogi State, we are in-
deed very gratcful to his excel-
lency for conceding and initiat-
ing the award of the contract
for constructing the new Gen-
eral Hospital building complex
in Lokoja.

This laudable project is about

© s¢ heve-w
mM'Bgﬂpc.mr 'S ﬁumwh 290%eFatent «SaTpicied s Tnd . “ToFihe

when commissioned, it would
improve healthcare delivery to

the indigenes of Kogi State in
no small measure. It would
complement the efforts of the
Federal Medical Centre, which
are inadequate for providing pri-
mary healthcare for the people.

As such, it would also help to
campaign for the eradication of
the HTV/AIDS scourge endemic
among the populace. It would
also cater for the less-privileged
to foot their medical bills.

I would like to draw the atten-
tion of his excellency, the gov-
ernor of Kogi State that if the
hospital project is completed
and commissioned, thérc’g

ficclt

nance programmes for facility
management of the building and
design an annual maintenance
budget on an annual basis, sign
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with a reputable fa-
cility maintenance consultant to
maintain the facilities of the
building, equipment, etc.

This would go a long way for
the government to deliver pri-
mary healthcare services to the
doorsteps of the people.

Long live, Governor Ibrahim
Idris! long live people of
Lokoja!! Long live people of

~Kogi State!!!

Friday,

Re: 2007: Bisi Abiola mobilises women for Babangida

meaning and motive of
Maradona of Argentina. The
original Maradona fought and
almost diedion the football pltch
for the fove'of his dear com‘ll;y*
On'the contrary, Nigerk
Mapadona playe@the ba

hi§ own pocket’ anﬂ' did’ m'

even allow Nigeriafis tosee”
the ball. What I mean here
is that Maradona of Argen--
tina was crediting Argentina
and debiting hig energy but
Nigeria’s MaMdona was
only crediting himself.
Thanks to Baba for re-
storing the image of Nigeria
in the face of the world. In
fact, hought
of having a single Nigerian
who will support IBB in his
presidential bid. What an
abuser ul‘ public opinion.
This ‘mnwn
called Women ¢
tion \u.,\wu. ml'lnli should
better think twice. The prob
lemwith Nigerians is, if I can
get, lct the rest go to hell. |
am sure people like Bisi
Abiola benefited immensely
during IBB’s terrible regime,
and have exhausted what
they amassed for
that is why
they are trying to create that
same opportunity again. Let
me say that we women in
the North, minus Niger
State are saying a capital
NO to your selfish venture.
Bisi, answer these ques-
tions for Nigerians: where
were you when we were all
sapped in Nigeria? Where
were you when we and our
husbands were trekking five
kilometres into the bush to
fetch firewood? Where were
you when kerosene was
sold at N1,000 per gallon?
Where were you when a
aneasure of grains was sold
at N1,100? The questions
are endless, but I will still

| have never

group

1 Associa-

them<selves,

February 10, 2006

ning purposes.
The question that bafiles
me most and which I have

failed fo.

‘an anfwer

‘And why is”he tryr’ﬁg 1o
rule under a democratic gov-
ernment? What didn’t N ge-
rians do to fix Abiola to
power that he now wants
them to do to return |
power? Or, what did |
get In Rock
wants to go back
[ beg Nigerians in
of God to learn to
on masses like my

We have bec¢
by Baba and
want to go bac

A
ASO

abyss any long
in the South
State can
for his re
the North wi

praying for the ¢

00 ahe
turn

silence of that

If God ans
prayers of the dow
then I implore N
keep on praying an
[ assure them that
never smell Aso Roc
till eternity. So, th
IBB returning to power has
been nipped in the b

For all right-thinking N
gerians, the rightful re

liever of Baba has not
emerged and let’s prays to
God .for the pers to
show up. And if in this

part of the country have
made Baba Life Pre ‘
it is because we will never
get ourselves imme
into the politics of religion
any longer when we are al-
ways trampled upon when
[hO\L p(.OplC get to power.

s SMiosoY T Health® & Abdulacee: Sulemdneoe.” shegradhubityde Souldand © MAFatsutna Jiddw,

swer the few ones put
across for Nigeria’s plan-

through hospital management
projects to design good mainte-

in from 27, Tunis Street, Wuse
Zone 6, Abuja._

No. 118, Wunti Street,
Bauchi.
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Royal Fathers:

e The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhz
Bayero, and all Chairmen |
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Dad, this is another opportumty
*;o invest in our future

F4

ZENITH BANK PLC

Offer for subscription

,000,000,000

Ordmary Shares Of 50k Each At N176. 90 Per Share

Application forms are available at:
® All branches of ZENITH BANK PLC
® Other Banks and Stockbroking firms nationwide

Please read the prospectus and consult your stockbroker, accountant, banker,
solicitor or any other professional adviser for guidance before subscribing.

JOINT ISSUING HOUSES

ZEN!TH SECURITIES LIMITED IBTC CHARTERED BANK PLC
RC. 150281 ; 7; RC125097
' ZENITH
ZENITH BANK PLC

«.Jn Your Best Interest

FFER HOTLINE |} 234 1-2710612 - 9, Fax: 234-1-2710613, 2710617
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http://www.zenithbank.com
http://www.ibtc.com
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Pakistan attack

death toll rises to 22

t least 22 people have
been killed and more
50 wounded in an

attack on a Shiite procession

T =t S

and resulting =riots in

| northwestern Pakistan, the
' local mayor told AFP:

“We have a confirmed
death toll of 22 and it is likely
to go up. More than 50 were
wounded,” Ghaniur Rehman,
the mayor of Hangu town
told AFP after Thursday
blast which targetted Shiites
marking the holy Ashura
festival.

Some of the dead
included Sunnis killed in
subsequent gunfire but the
precise tally was not known,
Rehman said.

“We have reports that

some bodies are still lying in

the streets and because of
the violence and bad
security situation they
cannot be removed,” the
mayor added.

“The army has reached
the town and some order is
now restored but it is still a
very bad situation is some
parts of the city.”

Shiite mobs = were

‘ambulances al

east of Hangu. witnesses
said. The protcsters also
torched somc passing |

vohtr iz
vEnicies.

vi

High security in irag
for Ashura

trict security measures
have been imposed in
Irag to prevent

insurgent attacks during the
major Shia religious festival
of Ashura.

Roads have been closed
to vehicles and checkpoints
set up in Baghdad and the

i shrine city of Karbala in
| central Iraq.

In 2004, 170 people were
 killed in co-ordinated attacks
| during Ashura. Despite the
| restrictions, millions of
| pilgrims are expected to take
'part in  ceremonies
| commemorating the
martyrdom of the Imam
Hussein.

Falling on the 10th of
. Muharram, the first month of
| the Islamic lunar calendar,
- Shia Muslims mark the death
. of the Prophet Muhammad’s
| grandson at Karbala with
| mourning rituals and plays re-
i enacting the martyrdom.

Men and women dress in
black and parade through the
streets slapping their chests
and chanting.

Some Shia orders
flagellate themselves with
chains and blades to emulate
Hussein’s suffering - though
this is frowned upon by
others.

The US ambassador in
Iraq, Zalmay Khalilzad, called
on Iragis to unite ahead of the.
festival. “All Iraqis,
regardless of their religion or
sect, should unite after
decades of oppression in the
common purpose of national
renewal,” he said.

Approximately 8,000
security personnel, including
2,000 undercover officers,
have been deployed to
protect the pilgrims in
Karbala.
| Checkpoints have also
! been set up to search pilgrims

| before they can-enter the

“Imam Hussein shrine, and
i hotels have been searched
- for explosives.

in Baghdad, police closed
main roads in the mainly Shia
district of Kadhimiya.

Almost 1,000 people died
during the last major Shia
festival in August when a
stampede was triggered on a
bridge by rumours that
suicide bombers were
preparing to blow themselves
up.
The leader of one of Iraq’s
two main Shia parties, Abd al-
Aziz al-Hakim, has called for
Iraq’s “faithful security
forces” to combat such
attacks, but with “more
consideration for human
rights™ and respect for Iraq’s
new constitution.

Mr Hakim said Iraqis
needed to work together to
“rescue our country” and
enable “multinational forces
to return to their countries.”

. blocking police vehieles, |

paramilitary trucks and
Ustarzai, ;
about 25 kilometres (15 miles) |

The Egyptian mission in Gaza City is heavily guarde

he head of Israel’s

domestic security

agency, Shin Bet, has
said his country may come to
regret the overthrow of
former Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein.

Yuval Diskin said a strong
dictatorship would be
preferable to the present
“chaos” in Iraq, in a speech
to teenage Jewish settlers in
the West Bank. He also said
the Israeli security services
and judiciary treated Arabs
and Jewish suspects
differently. A Shin Bet

veteran, Mr Diskin took over

| Yuval Diskin is concerned Iraq’s instabilitv conld srrond <ot
i ~

Daily Trust
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as Shin Bet’s chief in May.

When you dismantle a
system in which there is a
despot who controls his
people by force, you have
chaos. I’m not sure we won’t
miss Saddam His speech to
the students at the Eli
settlement as they prepared
for military service was
secretly recorded and
broadcast on Israeli TV.

When asked about the
growing destabilisation of
Irag, Mr Diskin said Israel
might come to rue its decision
to support the US-led
invasion in 2003.

“When you dismantle a
system in which there is a
despot who controls his
people by force, you have
chaos,” he said. “I’m not sure
we won’t miss Saddam.”

The security chief was
also asked to compare the
treatment of Jews and non-
Jews by Israel’s security and
judicial establishments.

“I do not see equality in
the way the system handles
them when they are guilty of
the same type of offence,” he
said. “If I had arrested a
terrorist from Nablus and
Eden Nathan Zaada [an Israeli
army deserter who shot dead
four Israeli Arabs on a bus in
August], they wouldn’t have
received similar treatment in
interrogation or court.”

Mr Diskin also ‘said he

thought Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon had made a
mistake when he withdrew
the Isracli army from the Gaza
Strip last year without

security vacuum.

“From a security
perspective, I am opposed to
handling over territories to
the Palestinians unless we
know there are officials there
who will take control and
commit themselves to
upholding the law,” he said.

Friday, February 10, 2006

Israel ‘regrets Saddam overthrow’

“If there are no such
officials, then I am against
handing over territories (o
Palestinian control.”

But Mr Diskin criticised
militant Israelis who have
used violence to oppose
further withdrawals from the
West Bank.

ensuring the Palestinian |

Anthnrstss- oo bl oot s

Egyptian

diplomat

kidnapped in Gaza

n Egyptian diplomat
has been abducted by
alestinian gunmen in

Gaza City, reports say.
According to the reports, the
diplomat was on his way to
his office when masked
gunmen surrounded his car
and forced him into another
vehicle.

Foreigners are frequently
kidnapped by gunmen in
Gaza, a mark of the area’s
instability and lawlessness.

Generally, the hostages
are held for a short time to
press the authorities for
money, jobs or prisoner
releases. The Egyptian
represe-ntative’s office in
Gaza identified the diplomat
as Hussam al-Mawsili, who
serves as military attache.

Witnesses said the
gunmen forced Mr Mawsili’s
car to stop by shooting at its
tyres and bonnet.

Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas
said “he had instructed
security services to act
“immediately to arrest those
responsible and bring them
to justice”. “We will not allow
anyone to damage brotherly
relations between Palestine
and Egypt,” he said.

the Rimal district in the centre
of Gaza City, about 200 metres
from his office, which 1s
heavily guarded.

Police erected barricades
along Gaza’s main
thoroughfares and searched
cars for Mr Mawsili - the first
diplomat to be seized in the
spate of kidnappings.

Egyptian officials have
been operating in Gaza Strip
for several months with the
aim of reorganising
Palestinian security forces
following Israel’s withdrawal
last year. Egypt generally has
good relations with armed
factions in the Palestinian
territories.

There has been an
escalation of tension among
groups loyal to the
mainstream Fatah faction
after the victory of the Islamic
resistance movement Hamas
in recent parliamentary
elections. A Hamas
spokesman has also
condemned the kidnapping.

“Those who carry out
such acts are seeking to-hur
dur people and damag
distinguished relations tha
link the Egyptian and
Palestinian people.” Sam
Ahn Zuhri tald ALD __




with all our branches in the country operating on-line
real time,we are now even closer to you. |
Wherever your account is, you can transact your business
in any of our branches. We call it hassle free banking. -
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CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION

(Established Under the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1, 1990)

email:cservice@cac.gov.ng
http://www.cac.gov.ng

(09) 5241046 - 50

Fax: (09) 5241015

Ref: No. CAC/

HEAD OFFICE:

Corporate Affairs Commission,
Plot 565 Ndola Square,
Michael Okpara Street,

Wause Zone 5, P.M.B. 198,
Garki, Abuja - Nigeria.

NOTICE OFANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF COTEA
ERREYR

INTERNATIONALNIGERIALIMITED - RC:

Pursuant to the powers vested in the Commission under Section

213 (2) of thie Companies and Allied Matter Act, 1990, NOTICE

is hereby given that the First Annual General Meeting of COTEA

INTERNATIONAL NIGERIA LIMITED will be held on

Tuesday 14 March, 2006 at 11:00am at the Board Room,

Corporate Affairs Commission, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5,

Abuja, to transact the following business:

A. ORDINARY BUSINESS:

1. To receive the Report of the Directors, the un-audited
Balance Sheet and the Profit and loss Account of the
Company for the year ended 31st December, 2004.

To (_i_eclare a dividend.
To elect/re-elect Directors

2

3

4. - To fix the remuneration of Directors.
15

To appoint Akintola Williams Delloite as Auditors of the
Company.
6. To allow Directors to fix the remuneration of Auditors.

B. SPECIAL BUSINESS;
7. To instruct the Directors to make calls on the Company’s
capital.

Dated this 8th day of February, 2006.
Signed:
Bello Mahmud
Director Compliance
For: Registrar-General

NOTES:
PROXY

A member of the company entitled to attend and vote is entitled
to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him. A proxy
need not be a member of the company. Proxy form can be
obtained from the office of Director (Compliance) Corporate
Affairs Commission, Abuja and if it is to be valid for the
purposes of the meeting it must be stamped by the
Commissioner of Stamp Duties and deposited at the office of

565 Ndola square, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja not less than 48 hours
before the time fixed for the meeting.

Director (Compliance), Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot
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dcwnsfream oil mcrkez‘mg company in Nigeria.

. SNOP is in fhe process of exponding its business
operations in Nigeria fo the automotive and commercial
ccclmmed mcxdce.? leaders .
Towards achrevmg our ‘mark ef

request compef

v reqmrad fo deveiop SfTO"Q resef

.Raqmmmanfs .
' ~'-0The compuny pmftie mcfudmg cemﬁm

three years.
#® Description of distribution infrastructures currently owned.

@ A brief on the companies proposed strategies for market
penetrotion and growth.

# Details of current complementary activities compatible
‘with our business.

made within 14 days and addressed to:

The Lubricants Manager

Shell Nigeria Oil Products Limited

Freeman House, 21/22 Marinag, Lagos - .
Underthe ::aference "Lubncnn’}s Distributor”

Prospedwe distributor must apply for the contemplated
services under the distributors company name. Failure of a
distributor to follow the instruction above or to provide any
of the listed documents will automatically result in
disqualification. Notwithstanding, the submission of the
requested information fo SNOP. SNOP shall not be
obligated fo issue any contract or award of any form.
SNOP shall not make any form of paymen? for submission
in response to this nc?sce

Shell Nigerla il Proéuds

¥y ssemn ¥ i
Tol: +234 §

Shell Nigeria Oil Products (SNOP} is @ ?00% Shell owned A

lubricant markets. Our range of products are: Shell Helix,
Shell Rimula, Spirax and Alvanic all of which are

organization/individuals to act as distributor for our rline of ,j
lubricants. These orgamzchonsf'mdmdua*s will a?so be

incorporation, and company financial details for fhe lésf -

Interested distributors application submasszon shouid be

LTC-) W]
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allahs™ or “lunch-runners

SR 2 ¥ R
pust: their cart laden with food through ithe streets of Mumbai,
“ wnch-runners”, who help feed hundreds of thousands of workers every day, will teach management techniques fo steei

February 2004. Two of
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We.»an accused of mailing

conda:

former strip club
mailed

condoms filled with
a potentially explosive
mixture to a television
station, strip clubs and other

waitress

places, saying she was tired”

of being mistreated by men,

according 1o court
documents.

In  FBI documents
unsealed Tuesday in U.S.

District Court in Boston,

' Kimberly Lynn Dasilva, 40,

| said she

“couldn’t take it

anvmore.”

‘, exploded.

None of the condoms
They each

{ contained a mixture of drain-

| cleaning detergent
| gasoline,

and
which could
explode when combined,

withorities saia

Dasilva told ivestigators
she did not think
explode

On Sept. 21
package arrivod at
Bridgewater Siu: e
admissions oftice, according
to two FBI affidavits
it was discovered that fluid
had leaked from the package,
the building was
and the State Police Bomb
Squad was called in. A note
inside the package said

“Boom.”

Five morc¢ packages
containing condoms filled
with Drano and gasoline were
found the next day at the
Brockton postal annex,
according to the FBI

they would
i SLISpICIOUS
the

"-”Cf ;

When

evacuated

explosives

affidavits
addressed to Boston
teiey ion WEX

Boston radio station W XKS-
FM, the Outlaws
club 1n Taunton, and two strip

:!i\:»\ werc

ision stat

motorcycle

clubs — Alex’s in Stoughton
and The Foxy Lady it
Btockton.

Dasilva, a single mother

>rs who used
i'he

arrested

of two tee

to work at Alex’s and

Foxy Lady, was
Friday night after FBl agenis
and state police troopers
raided her home and found
letters hidden in the
tiles of her bedroom that
allegedly linked her to the
mailings.

On Monday, U.S.

Magistrate Judge Robert B.

ceiling |

House burns whi

makes a food run

man who went out for
a few minutes to buy
vod came back to
his Northwest
Washington house ablaze
Wednesday. “A lady in the
next block said

I said,

e
ing

Is that your
‘I hope not.’
Up to that point [ wasn’teven

t I

house?
stire,” said Joe Howard
The fire was so imc-w

and the b

that fired

§
evacuate and resorted to

Fire and Emergency Medical
Services
spokesman Alan Etter said
sections of the home were
fallipg apart. Neither Howard
nor any firefighters were hurt
The cause of the fire was
not knowii, and it was uncleas
if it would ever be found.
“Fire invesiigzators will g

in after it's determined safe

t v ¢ had
Nefore

) re

th ~ Iing 1S 5¢

—

Cepartment |

| dead mouse

unsafe that we’re not going
to put a fire investigator in
there to get hurt,” Etter s(ud

Collings released her on a

510,000 unsecured bond and

scheduled a hearing in the
case for Feb. 23.

When contacted by The
Boston Globe on Tuesday,
Dasilva referred questions to
her who had

lawyer no

comment.

‘Parents protest child’s

{ and her dogs,
| Junior, at risk of being hit by
| acar.

Long strange non-trip
for woman, two dogs

ebra Schwarz and her
two dogs are taking
the long way home.

| The really long way. The three

are stranded in Eugene, with
no available transportation.
So Schwarz, 46. has

| decided to walk home to

Wichita Falls, Texas, pulling

| a large cart she buiit herself

and covered with
handwritten tirades against

| people she believes have
| done her wrong.

m is. she

The only proble

hasn’t gotten very far. Every
time she hits the road

police stop her.

Her 4-foot-wide, 7-foot-
long cart is a traffic hazard,
police said, and puts Schwarz
Lucky and

the

Police 'in Eugene ‘and
Springfie Id have escorted her
off local highways at least
three times in the past month
after drivers complained that
they couldn’t get around her.

The police have been
kind, towing her cart to
nearby churches and letting
her camp out until she can get
back to her motor home,
parked with permission at a
business north of Eugene

And lawyer .and
nthcr\ have offered to buy

er a bus ticket from here to
Texas.
But Schwarz refuses to

her

| abandon her beloved dogs.

and so far no one has agreed
to take them on until she can

spelling bee loss

he spelied it right. The

WIOnE

ard it wxrac
judge sawd it was

'lnl"

And she’s not ge
E 1”‘ th-
grader Sara Beckman from
Middle

discernible”

a second chance.
Reno’s O’'Brien
Schoot spelied *
correctly during Tuesday’s
spelling bee at the University
ot Nevada, Reno. But the
judge rang the bell anyway.

Her parents are furious,
but organizers say they had
to protest the call
immediately. Sara’s mom said
they waited until the bee was
over to avoid interrupting it.

School ,nokesmax, .slex e

Mulvenon likens it to a
e’s call man NFL game
The protest has to come
before the next play starts.
Sara says she’d just like

refere

another chance, since it’s her
last spelling bee.

Her mother Cindy calls
herself a “momma bear with
her bear claws out” and is
ready to go to court.
Mulvenon hopes everybody
can sit down together and
work something out.

He says -defending a
lawsuit over a spelling bee
isn’t a good way to spend
sghool district money.

Famlly claims soup
contained a dead mouse

woman claims that
her 89-year-old
moiher spooned a

:nto her mouth

from a2 bowl of Campbell’'s
be vith bacon soup
5
Cam 1 Soun (
Kesman Sa v HCS
it the compy would fike
( I ¢ 1! i 1
o § 114 the famtly

says it stored in a freezer

along with the mouse
Company spokesman

fohn Faulkaer said it’s

26 incident in Erwin, about
250 miles east of Nashville,
has been reported to the
federal Agriculture Depar-

tment for investigation.
Phyilis Ingram said she

believes the mouse allegedly
her mother, Pearl

was in the

‘arkey can and
could not have gotten into
the pot of soup any othei

VA

return to Oregon in April for
a court appearance.

“She’s mostly just
desperate,” her Eugene
attorney, Brian Cox,
“She’s a woman whose life
has devolved to this point
It’s really a sad story.”

Schwarz and her late
husband, Norris Schwarz,
supported lln.msel\ es in part
by selling wrought-iron
Christmas ornaments around
the country. Each fall, they
drovi their motor home and
1 trailer full of goods
different city and set up sh
on open lots.On her 1
through Oregon in 2(
Schwarz got a $350 traffic
ticket for failing to obey a
traffic signal while driving u
Lake County. Annoyed. s
tucked human feces into the
envelope with the money
order she sent to the [ ake
County Courthouse.

Schwarz was convicted of
obstructing government
administration, criminal
mischief and disorderly
conduct. A judge sentenced
her to a year.of probation.
which she violated when she
refused to pay a fine
result, she served six months
in the Lake County Jail last
year.

While she went to jail, her
82-year-old husband was
stranded in Lake County
Police found him disoricnted
and sleeping in a pickup
truck.

said

A
AS A

As a result, she was
charged with felony criminal
mistreatment. She is
scheduled for trial in Apr

Her husband’s adult
children eventually took him

back to Texas. He died of a
heart attack while his
was in jail.

After her release from jail
in October, Schwarz got a lift
from a friend to Eugene, but
has since been trying
home to settle her husband’s
estate.

She refuses to pay a fine
that would restore her driver’s
license, so she can’t drive her
motor home back to Texas.
She says she can’t take a
bus, train or airplane because
of her dogs.

She spent a month
building her cart, which she
pulls along by a metal bar at
her waist. She attached
flashlights to the rear, added
a reflective triangle and
scrawled “caution” in big,
black letters on the back

Police and her attorney
have convinced her, for now,
that walking home in winter
might not be the best 1dea.
Down to her last $10, she 1s

teo
AC

get

hoping someone will
volunteer to baby sit Lucky
and Junior until she returns
for trial. Or maybe she can

hitch a ride with a trucken

if nothing else comes
through, she said she’l
the
walking out:ofi town again

aKe

cart smatler and try

—
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UNIVERSITY OF JOS, JOS
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

(Internal and External Advertisement)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR

THE POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

The general academic community is hereby notified that the post of
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jos is going to be vacant.
In accordance with the provisions of the Universities (Miscellaneous)
Decree (now Act) No. 11 of 1993 (Amended by Decree (now Act)
No. 25 of 1996) the Governing Council of the University of Jos
wishes to commence the process of filling the vacancy. The
Governing Council has therefore directed that applications be invited
from distinguished academics with vast experience of research,
teaching, University administration and management for not less than
ten (10) years.

| Applicants should be versatile Professors of proven integrity with
| ability to attract and network for goodwill and funds for the

University. There must also be evidence of broad exposure and
community service.

Salary and Conditions of Service

| These are as applicable to the post of Vice-Chancellor in all Nigerian

Federal Universities, and as determined by the Govemment from
time to time.

Method of Application

Interested candidates are required to submit thirty (30) copies each
of their application letter and comprehensive curriculum vitae in an
envelope marked “Application for the post of Vice< Chancellor” - to
reach:

The Registrar and Secretary to Council
University of Jos
P.M.B. 2084
Jos, Nigeria.
.,

Not later than Six (6) weeks from the date of this Publication.

'Referees’ Reports

Each candidate should include names and addresses of three Referees
in his/her application, at least one of whom should be able to attest
to the applicant’s academic, professional and managerial
achievements and abilities. The Referees should also be able to attest
to the applicant’s moral character and uprightness; maturity and ability
to relate effectively with the University community and the general
public, as well as his/her other leadership qualities.

Applicants should inform their Referces to send their reports direct
to the Registrar under confidential cover not later than the above
closing date. The envelope should be marked “Anpluanon for the
post of Vice-Chancellor” o

Interview

Only shortlisted candidates will be invited for interview at a later
date. :

Signed:
Z.D. Galam
Registrar and Secretary to Council

Note: This advert is also posted on
www.Unijos.edu.ng

the University Wé

theite:' |

»

R —————— e

Friday 10, February, 2006

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
(TECHNICAL), GUSAU
P.M.B. 1088, GUSAU,
ZAMFARA STATE.

VACANCIES

(INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT)

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the following posts in
Federal College of Education (Technical), Gusau, Zamfara State.

1. BURSAR -HATISS 14 K

DUTIES:

(a) The Bursar is a Principal Officer of the College responsible for planning, organizing,
directing and coordinating the operation of the financial system of the college.

(b) He is responsible to the Provost.

QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE

Candidates should possess a good degree in Accountancy or Finance from a recognized
institution of higher learning or equivalent professional Accountancy qualification
with at least 18 years post qualifications cognate experience plus registration with a
recognized professional accounting body.

2.CHIEFACCOUNTANT.
DUTIES:
(a) The Chief Accountant assists the Bursar in planning, organizing, directing and

-HATISS 13

| coordinating the financial system of the College.

(b) He assists the Bursar in the administration of the staff of Bursary.
QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE

Candidates should possess a good honours degree or HND in Accountancy or Finance
from a recognized institution of higher learning or equivalent professional Accountancy
qualification(s) with at least, 15 years post<qualification cognate experience, plus
Registration with a recognized professional accounting body.

3.ASSISTANT CHIEFACCOUNTANT
DUTIES:

(a) The Assistant Chief Accountant performs the duties of Principal As.cuntant at a |
higher level of responsibility.

(b) Co-ordinating accounting activities in related divisions of the w.arsary.

(c) Carrying out any other duties assigned by Bursar.

(d) Assisting with the administration of the departmeni. inciuding the training,
supervision and guiding of subordinate staff.

QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE:

Candidates should possess a good honours degree or HND in Accountancy or Finance
from a recognized institution of higher learning or equivalent professional Accountancy
qualification(s) plus, at least, 12 years post<qualification cognate experience.

-HATISS 12

4.COLLEGE LIBRARIAN
DUTIES

The Librarian is a Principal Officer of the College responsible for:

(a) Training overall library policy, personal contacts and liaison with departments.
(b) Preparation of Library budgets.

(c) Responsible to the Provost for the smooth running of the College Library e.g.
attending Academic Board meeting etc.

QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE

Candidates should possess a-Master of Library studies with 15 years cognate experience
or a good degree plus 18 years cognate experience or professional Library qualification
with 17th years post qualification experience. In addition, candidates must have the
required academic publications.

-HATISS 14

S5.CHIEF LIBRARIAN
DUTIES

(a) General supervision of staff, stock and readers.

(b) Serves as link -man between library staff and college Librarian.

-HATISS 13

(c) In charge of day to day management of the library; staff selection, staff training and |

book selection.

QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE
Candidates should possess M.L.S. with 12
degree plus post - graduate qualification in Library studies with 14 years experience.

ARIAN - HATISS 12

(a) Assxsung in staff selection, training on library instruction, publication and book
selection.

(b) Responsible for acquisition of materials and stock, studio-visual aids etc.

(c) Performing other duties that may be assigned by the Chief Librarian.
QUALIFICATIONAND EXPERIENCE

years experience or B.L.S with 15 years or

Candidates should possess good honours Degree or its equivalent from recognized

institution of higher learing plus 12years of cognate experience or possess M.L.S. |
with 9 years cognate experience.

TERMS OF APPOINTMENT AND OTHER CONDITIONS OF SERVICE POR
BURSARAND COLLEGE LIBRARIAN

(a) Salary range HATISS 14 per Annum and other fringe benefits applicable to th

1
1

posts of Bursar and College Librarian in the Federal College of Education system. ’

Entry point depends on cognate experience.

(b) The tenure of office for each shall be for.a period of five years effective from thc
date of assumption and may be renewed for further term of five years and no miore.
METHOD OFAPPLICATION

Interested candidates should forward 15 copies of their type written applicaticn and |
i curriculum vitae (attaching photocopies of relevant credentials). Candidates are advised |
| to request-three of their referees to forward their reports on them under confidential |
| cover to:

| THE REGISTRAR, FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION (TECHNICAL)

PM.B. 1088, GUSAU, ZAMFARASTATE

I All applications and reference re e ort on.the candidates s!x buld reach the Registrar no
{ later than 4weeks from the date of this publication
TZ7NTTTY i <Us B | -}
SNIC-NKE Y ’N’!A.:“..‘ > A §2
SIUND L, REASId I RAR
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The chief executive officer of NICON Insurance Plc, Barrister Ibrahim Jimoh (left), with the minister of Housmg and |
Environment, Dr. Olusegun Mimiko, during a courtesy visit to NICON ...recently.
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Fund. Prol Ola Aker

s
ul[ 1ﬂ ."'

h the states n t

Niger Delta region.

\kerejola said the yout
would be trained in vocati-
onal skills in oil and gas and
computer among other thi-
ngs. He said the Fund would
fulfill the mandate, adding
that it had successfully

- trained 81,000 people every

| year just as many companies
regularly tap from its resou-
Ices.

ustomers of bank
groups which recently

merged to comply

. with the CBN’s consolidation

requirement are not finding it
easy with the banks’ integra-
tion processes, Business
Trust findings have shown.
Business Trust reported

. yesterday that bank custo-
. mers in Kaduna have had

n great difficulty accessing

' ta pmsent themselves.
The minister said about 1
billion dollars has beenreah—

zed as signature bonuses,
stressing that only those

i should get the oil blocks.

| “We are sorry to dxsapp-

. oint firms which made partial
plete till now.” said Daukoru

Earlier, reading the review

of the 2005 bid round, the
Ambassador of Norway to
Nigeria Mr. Tore Nedrebo,
who represented the chair-
man of the review panel, Mr.
Willy H. Olsen said out of the
200 questionnaires sent to
companies to partake in the

' bid round, 35 responses have
been received by the panel.

He said ‘'majority of the

companies have expressed
positive response and saw
the bid round as a step in the
right direction.

who are able to pay all are

their accounts, including a
widow who complained to
our correspondent at a bra-
nch of the UBA/STB that the
she and her three children
were starving to death as a
result of her inability to with-
draw money from her acco-
unt.

It was also discovered in
Abuja on Wednesday and
yesterday that the problem
exists in many branches of
the newly merged banks
where customers are already

: regretting too much depend-

Integration hitch

By Austine Odo, Business
Editor

ence in the banking system
as a method of keeping their
money. Several branches of
UBA/STB and Platinum Hab-
ib in Abuja showed evidence
of the integration problem.

At the Wuse Zone 4 (Ru-
ssel Plaza) branch of the
UBA/STB, Business Trust
noticed a great deal of confu-
sion among customers who
went to make transactions
early Thursday. The problem
concerned mainly difficulties
in accounts verification and
network delays leading to
long queues and disenchan-
tment among customers.

A furious customer, one
Alhaji A. Malumfashi told
Business Trust that he could
not access his money beca-

-use the bank workers could

not just verify a signature on
the cheque he tendered.

~ Foreign Exchange Rates

Currency Buving Selling
Dollar 131.86 132.86
i 239. 2 24109
165.66
YEN : 1.21
WAUA 193.58 195.04
RIYAL 35.15 3542
CFA 0.240 0.250
Reand 20.54 21.55
S/Dollar 8.00 952
Yuan 16.00 17.00

Management
Tips

..Page 21

“I spent over one hour
fourty five minutes waiting
for them to verify this sign-
ature, and they have not
verif-ied it, and I cannot get
my money, if this is how the
consolidation thing will make
things difficult I think they
better address it now,” he
said: as he left the bank in
anger.

Business Trust observed
that after tendering his che-
que, the customer waited for
about an hour and later went
to the cashier who referred
him to the manager. The man-
ager assured him of payment
but 45 months later, he was
told. that the signature had

at the bank for about one

problem so she couldn’t get
her money.

At the Platinum Habib
Bank in Wuse Zone one,
similar complaints were

raised by customers, just as
in theArea 3 branch of UBA
(TI% \ } I“l‘ nK mn W USe
Zone 1, the problem was so
bad on Wednesday that

workers who were to take
their salaries from the Bank
almost rioted.

At a point, the manager
came out to tell them that

How to start
and sustain
* ‘your business

133 Pd&{") |

not been verified. Another !
customer, one Jariet Obi told
Business Trust that she was

bout 100 employees of
hour 20 minutes but was told Athe Corporate Affairs
that there was network

INSIDE

es stall bank op

Habib Bank would pay only
on its own cheques.

Workers who offered exp-
lanation said it was simply
due to network integration
which according to them,
would soon be sorted out.

“You are talking about
several thousands of acco-
unts involving a very great
number of branches, but our
head office people in Lagos
will offer better explanations,”
an officer at the UBA/STB
office in Area 3 told Business
Trust. The number supplied
to contact the Lagos office
could not be reached before
press time.

Integration problem is
one of the challenges envis-

eratlons

aged in the sector at the post
consolidation era. The dire-
ctor, field examination depar-
tment of the Nigeria Deposit
Insurance Corporation (ND-
IC), Mr. S. O. Alashi said while
addressing newsmen in Cala-
bar recently that apart from
banking integration, post
consolidation. banking in
Nigeria would experience

‘other challenges as banks

become large and more soph-
isticated.

These challenges inclu-
de; supervisory, lack of tran-
sparency in financial report-
ing, frauds, implementation of
the new capital accord, glob-
alization and legal constr-
aints.

CAC sacks 100 over fraud

Commission (CAC)
had been dismissed due to
some fraudulent acts invol-
ving company registration,
the registrar general of the
CAC, Mallam Ahmed Almust-
apha has said.

The registrar-general
who was oriciing newsmen
on the introduction of the
new e-payment card by the

commission in Abuja on We-
dnesday said “last week alo-
ne, the Commission sent out
about 13 workers as a result
of suc¢h acts.

Business Trust learnt that
some staff of the Commission

Fiil

were involved in registering
companies with fake records
to escape the normal proced-
ures of company registration.

Almustapha said discipli-
nary action is a continuous
process, as the management
was always concerned with
issues that turn down the im-
age..of the (,‘ommission.

1

of e pd\muu card will pro
vide customers with a flex ll

secure and simple means of
payment for the commis-
sion’s services through the
internet, stressing that for the
foreign based customers the
system will accept payments

.via credit cards such as

Master Card or Visa Card.

Stock market
| report...l’age 3
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KEBBI STATE TENDERS BOARD
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
BIRNIN KEBBI

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

KEBBI SATE UNIVERSITY (PHASE])

This is to announce to the general public that the
Kebbi State Government has decided to establish
a State University and that the following
structures will be constructed:-

i.  2Nos Faculties i.e Faculty of Science and
Information Technology.

ii. Administrative block

. Hostel block

iv. Cafeteria.

v.  Library block

vi. Civil and Ancillary works.

Interested and reputable Cont S
to bid fo Icture

be obtain from the Secret Ké

| Board, Cabinet Office B/K ebbi

| 12th

| 13" February, 2006.

All interested bidders will be required to pay a |

non-refundable Tenders Registration and
Processing fees.

The Bids Document should be returned to the.

Secretary on or before 21* February, 2006.

For further inquires call the following phone
numbers.

08030534448
08053225598

Thank you

Signed:
ABDULLAHI T: YELDU
\EVRE ARY

Daily Trust

Friday 10, February, 2006

VACANCY! VACANCY!! VACANCY!!

e
A newspaper company with its headquarters in Abuja requires applications
from suitable and qualified candidates to fill the following vacancies.

(1) MARKETING EXECUTIVES

Location: Abuja, Lagos, Ibadan and Port Harcourt

Qualiﬁciltibns: The duties and responsibilities of the Marketing Executives

- will be to expand readership of the newspaper in their zones and report daily

activities of their operation to the Marketing Manager in Abuja. The
qualifications required for the job are as follows:

- B.Sc/HND in Economics, Business Admin, Marketing or
related field obtained from a reputable University/Polytechnic

- Honesty, dedication to duty and readiness to work at any
location in Nigeria at all times.

- At least 3 years post-qualification experience preferably
acquired from Newspaper Company.

- Candidates with a Second Class Upper Division degree will
have an upper hand in the final selection.

- Residency and good knowledge of Abuja, Lagos Port
Harcourt and Ibadan metropolis will be an added advantage.

2) ADVERT EXECUTIVES

Location: Kano, Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja.

Duties:

Successful Landidalw are expected to deepen the existing advert market an
source new clientele for patronage.

Locaton Kaduna, Kano, Maiduguri, Sokoto, Lagos and P
rarcourt

Duties:

Advert Canvassers and Freelancers are required to secure nev

advertisements for the newspaper.

Qualifications:
B.Sc. graduate or OND/NCE with minimum of 2 years experience may
apply for this position.

Remuneration:

The remuneration for the positions of Advert Executives and Canvassers are
very generous. They include very competitive salary and bonuses. They also
include good commissions that are promptly paid to deserving earners.

Method of Application:

. Interested candidates should send in their applications with CV’s and relevant

credentials as well as daytime contact telephone numbers within 2 weeks
from the date of this advertisement to:-

The Advertiser
P.O. Box 6873
Wuse Zone 3,
Abuja.

he post of Advert Canvassers outside Abuja can

NB: Candidates for
per bmit their applications tq t 'c‘%lm\*: Chiefs and Regional Edito

hidueuri, Sokoto, Jos. 1

—TT
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panel of experts on

small business an

swer questions from

BBC News Online readers

. on growing their company

- without losing control, ago-

nising over funding, or de-

 signing a killer marketing
' campaign,

David Wilkinson, part-
ner at Ernst & Young, dis-
clisses starting a new busi-

_ness with venture capital

Liz Barclay, presenter of

Radio 4’s You and Yours,
talks about approaching po-
tential customers and run-
ning a property business

Vigel Nicholson, Profes-

sor, London I;’,:_l.\i.ruix sSchool,; . §
4S8 i

comments on attracting
high-profile execs to your
business and risking every-
thing

Peter Ibbetson, head of

NatWest Business Banking,
on finding funding for pat-
ents and the best time to ap-
proach financiers

QUESTION

Sokratis Papafloratos,
UK

What is the best way to
get the capital to start your
business? What guarantees
do you have when present-
ing the idea to venture capi-
talists or business angels, that
they won’t steal it?

ANSWER

David Wilkinson, part-
ner, Ernst & Young

Most entrepreneurs start
out using their own re-
sources, as well as reaching
out to friends and family, and
avoid giving away equity too
early.

The first step is to define
how much capital is needed
to reach your business objec-
tives and to determine what
kind of returns to expect if you
reach those ‘objectives.

‘ If you are then able to
demonstrate an attractive rate
of return, then it is sensible
to speak to an advisor to dis-

. cuss which route of funding

. is most appropriate, as there

- are pros and cons to all of the

" most popular sources.

QUESTION
John Chambers, UK
Is it best to approach
businesses direct or to send
a letter of introduction to the
business and then follow-up?
ANSWER *

ents. One is the prospects of
the business, and the sense
that the individual can join in
the knowledge that a) they
will make a difference and b)
that there will be a success
trajectory.

RS

and unregrettable futures,
and people who ‘ventured
everything'and lost it all.
My sense is that you’re
going to do this anyway, so
the question is really what
can you do to avoid the worst

Liz Barclay, presenter of

Radio 4’s You and Yours

I don’t think there’s a
right way and a wrong way. It
depends a lot on the busi-
ness you're in.

Some people like the di-
rect approach - no letters to
read and a ‘yes’ ora
swer. Others prefer the letter

no’ an-

of introduction so at least
they have some idca of
whether or not they want to
meet the person before the call
comes through.

QUESTION

Atit Patel, UK

I would like to attract
high-profile executive to join
my company’s board. I run a
start-up business with plans
to expand through equity in-
vestment.

What is the best way or a
proper way of attracting some-
body like Hans Snook, the ex-
Orange chief executive, as
chairman?

ANSWER

Professor Nigel Nichol-
son, London Business
School

There are two ingredi-

Good packdging often /ré/ps to sustain business

Two is the culture of the
firm and the group. Much of
this rests on personal relation-
ships and chemistry. You
have to show yourselves as
people with open minds, re-
ceptive to the ideas of inde-
pendent voices in the board-
room.

Together these two ingre-
dients mean that the experi-
ence will be positive in its
outcomes and enjoyable in
the experience.

QUESTION

Tony Rucinski, Wales

I’ve got a secure job, a
young family and a mortgage.
Am I completely mad to think
about borrowing to buy a
group of self-catering cot-
tages and run it as a family
business - giving up all  have
and risking everything?

ANSWER

Professor Nigel
Nicholson, London Business
School

If you are mad, then you
join a big club with quite a
mixed bag of members: rang-
ing from people who took big
risks and built unforgettable

'As a new business I would recommend that you pre-

| pare for the unexpected - many small businesses

find that their envisaged path takes a number of

‘twists and turns in the early days. This is why plan-

‘ning is crucial. It allows you to re-focus on your

.original objectives and helps you to consider if you

“need to alter your plans. The more ﬂexiblé you can

be, the easier it is for you to adjust your business.

possible downside scenario.

Have you thought

through the angles of your
business model and possible
hidden snares? Do you have

VACANCIES IN A COMMUNITY

Team of the bank.

contingency plans that lipit

your exposure if it fails? More,

importantly perhaps, do you
have the emotional resilience
and open-minded pragmatism
to hold your nerve when you
need to and to change your
mind when you need to? Can
you learn from failures the
lessons that bring success?
Ultimately it’s about you
and your personal resources.
The two pieces of advice |
have to offer are as follows.
One, is master the art of
decentring. Figure out what
other people - your partners,

nefs etc. are thinking

and feeling, and keep one

p ahead of them.

> Twd, keepa Aldt-bodkf,

mentality. This is what finance
traders are supposed to do -
take each trade as if they were
cash neutral, i.e. not having
won or lost previously. Take

each day as the first day of

the rest of your life. Enjoy!
Good luck. May the force be
with you!

QUESTION

David Swaddle, England

[ am planning on starting
a small business in the next

POSITIONS & QUALIFICATIONS:

Manager/CEO

advantage.

Head. Banking Operations
The candidate shall be a holder of first degree/HND in Economics, Accounting, Banking

or related discipline with a minimum of S years post qualification working experience
in related sector of which 2 years will be in a management position. A relevant
professional qualification will be an added advantage. In addition to his day-to-day
functions, the candidate shall be responsible for interpreting and ensuring compliance
with relevant regulatory/government guidelines.

Head, Inspection/Internal Audit
The Internal Auditor shall supervise the implementation of the bank’s operational

manual and ensure compliance with all relevant policies and regulations. The incumbent
must possess a good first degree/HND in Accounting, Banking or any reldfed discipline.
The candidate must have 5 years cognate experience in a relevant institution and shall
report directly to the Board. Membership in a recognized professional body will be an

METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Application, detailing each candidate’s skills for the preferred post, Curriculum Vitae
duly signed and indicating age, place and date of birth; photocopies of credentials;
names and contact addresses (including e-mail and telephone [GSM] numbers) of two
reputable referees should be submitted within one week of this advertisement to:

The Advertiser,
Ground Floor,
ENTERPRISE PLAZA, .
3 Avenue,
Gwarinpa Housing Estate,
Gwarinpa, Abuja.

month. If things go accord-
ing to plan, then I will need-
money to expand it ina year’s
time, Is it best to contact po-
tential financiers now, and let
them watch the progress, or
should I wait until I am nearer
to needing the money?

ANSWER

Peter Ibbetson, head of
NatWest Business Banking

As a new business |
would resgmmend that you
prepare for the unexpected -
many small businesses find
that their envisaged path
takes a number of twists and
turns in the early days.

This is why planning is

crucial. Itallows you to re-fo-

Cus. On yourOffginal objec-

tives and helps you to con-
siderif you need to alter your
plans. The more flexible you
can be, the easier it is for you
to adjust your business.

Be sure to work closely
with your business manager
and accountant who will help
you identify at what stage
you will require any addi-
tional finance and the type of
finance appropriate to meet
the business needs.

A young and dynamic community be < ' ca.=c ‘n Abuja is repositioning itself towards
the achievement of government’s new iniciofinance policy. As a result, the bank urgently
requires the services of suitable candidates to fill strategic positions in the Management

The candidate shall have the ability to lead and motivate the staff towards the successful
attainment of the bank’s goals, and is expected to hold a good honours degree in Finance.
Banking, Economics, Accounting or related discipline. In addition, the candidate should
posses a minimum of seven years cognate post qualification experience in the banking
sector with a minimum of 3 years in a management position. Relevant professional
qualification such as ICAN will be an added advantage.
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The desire to fulfill dreoms and be secure are two critical considerations when building &

: well deserved retirement plan.

i : At First Alliance Pension and Benefits Limited, we are committed to helping you realise

your retirement goals by ensuring that your investments are properly managed.

: This is because pension is not new to First Alliance.

At First Alliance, we are committed to the highest standards of professionalism and

. , efficiency.

. Welcome to a new era in pensions.
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(ST-TIER SECURITIES

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2006
 ompanry Name No of Deals Quotation(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares
ADSWITCH PLC. 2 1.35 20,000 27,000.00
CUTIXPLC 3 2.73 7,900 21,567.00
Sector Totals 5 27,900 48,567.00
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED :
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 1 1.56 1,000 1,560.00
. THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 3 17.00 s 8,780 149,260.00
PRESCO PLC. 15 10.50 308,050 " 3227,775.00
Sector Totals 19 31753 3.373,595.00
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE ¢
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC 20 2.58 P 120,497 7°.304,994.52
R.T. BRISCOAE PLC. 17 sso | CERTRISE T ; J‘.’ﬂ W32 |
* Sector Totals 37 = T e - e
BANKING
ACCESS BANK PLC 126 2.67 - .3,633,78% 9,743,247.79
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 13 9.10 - 43,248 393,556.30
DIAMOND BANK PLC - 2 1.75 2,000 15,500.00
INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC 1 2.26 445 1,005.70
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 1 5.1 1,000 5,110.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 3 293 300,000 2,344,000.00
. FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 558 33.69 3,672,171 123,840,174.70
GTBANK PLC. 263 13.75 4,187,592 57,164,704.19
: INVESTMENT BANKING 8 457 « 5,278,155 24,121,168.35
-INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC 205 9.75 7,680,685 75,471,840.94
NAL BANK PLC. 1 2.80 514 1,439.20 :
OCEANIC BANK PLC 110 5.85 22,917,228 132,151,149.67
_UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 142 12.00 1,899.200 23,048,404.79
. UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 111 25.48 13,354,512 340,272,965.76
- ‘UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC 1 058 25,000 14,500.00
WEMA BANK PLC. 81 3.74 212,371 794,267.54
ZENITH BANK PLC 2 .3 19.64 46,112 905,639.68
Sector Totals 1,638 63,754,021 790,288,675.11
BREWERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. 5 2.01 41,552 81,130.88
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 91 100.93 239,610 24,230,564.65
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 395 36.40 2,045,746 74,169,025.91
Sector Totals 491 . 2,326,908 98,480,721.44
BUILDING MATERIALS e : g
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 5 18,9807
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC. = : : 58,922:
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 11 7.19 123,850 $71,366.50
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 147 - 17.98 3,004,921 54,121,709.73
Sector Totals 243 = © 3,687,778 74,032,755.42
CHEMICAL & PAINTS :
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 26 4.07 245,945 996,964.99
CAP PLC. 10 9.00 98,695 862,699.25
D. N. MEYER PLC. 22 2.92 196,179 594,313.24
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 8 425 24,537 ~ 104,936.16
Sector Totals 66 565,356 2,558,913.64 l
CONGLOMERATES
A.G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 11 1.20 229,260 266,112.00 [
CF A ONIGERIA PLC. 20 3.60 75,219 279,056.46 l
JOHN HOLT PLC. 2 1.47 650 955.50 |
¢ P.Z.INDUSTRIES PLC. 39 16.20 85,291 1,381,714.20 |
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC. 128 16.41 1,281,640 21,052,986.74 l . = -
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 148 19.52 733,096 14,612,386.25 } T :
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. I 0.74 118 87.32 ‘Ind k t tahs tl tE h
Sector Totals 349 2,405,274 37,593,298.47 i
Sector Totls ANaeX, market capriausation up at £xcnange
CAPALBETO 2 13.30 700 9,310.00 | "W nvestors interest on listed equities on the Nigerian Stock Exchange
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 4 1.09 8,160 8,604.40 | B (NSE) stabilised Wednesday as the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 6 22.15 3,560 78,854.00 | A said the operating banks are under capitalised for the economy.
Isfd‘" Totals 32 12,420 6,76549 At the end of the transactions, the cumulative average net worth
'OOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO e : s
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 25 26.90 30,692 $37.111.40 | of investors appre(;lzl_ted by 0.2 per cent. Th(? r_narket capitalisat ion
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 114 67.00 399,554 26,685,793.97 |also grew by N6 billion to close at N2.569 trillion, up from N2.563
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 77 26.00 495,039 12,687,706.82 | trillion recorded on Tuesday.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 104 65.94 443,967 28,840,637.90 ’ The all-share index appreciated by 56.45 points to close at
NESTLE Fooog EIIGERIA PLC. 59 190.50 49,196 9,351,878.22 N23,794.02 points compared 23,737.37 points achieved on Feb. 7.
NORTHERN NIGERJA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 6 15.21 36,960 563,090.00 o - == Tt -
Sedter Tobilh Bss 1,455,408 78.966,218.31 Nl6l\1/[(9)gll oil l;‘ad the price gainers’ chart, chalking N5.99 to close at
FOOTWEAR Lk pag s : .
FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 4 0.30 10,597 3,179.10 Total share price also appreciated by N5 to close at N188 while
LENNARDS (NIGERIA) PLC. 5 0.63 6,600 4,158.00 Cadbury gained N1.50 to close at N67 per share.
Sector lotals 9 17,197 7,337.10 On the other hand, Nestle led the price losers chart shedding N8
lg/:lﬁgﬂhflﬁ;g& PLC 10 2.60 155,755 401,333.00 Jcslon: ok Be S 90 I S
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 38 10.26 678 568 6.891 790 03 _ African Petroleum (AP) lost 53k to close at N42.10 per share
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 3 5.36 205,342 1,100,633.12 Wwhile First Bank share price dipped by 42K o close at N33.90.
Sector Totals 51 1,039,665 8,393,756.15 An analysns of the market s_howed that t!le Bankmg sub-sector
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS remained the toast of investors with 79.25 million shares worth N1.31
B.O.C. GASES PLC 6 2.95 46,080 136,236.00 billion traded in 1,506 deals.
T&g ﬁm%ggm I;‘IJ,CC. ‘1‘ g-gz f65'337 ;2618‘639 A further breakdown showed that Union Bank accounted for the
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 105 4.95 1,352,185 6,644,622.72 l?ﬂll‘lllll(l(())lf ﬁ%g Edmeals a:txons with-36.37 million shares valucd'at N926.76
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. g 1.09 . 15,000 16,350.00 e : : .
Sector Totals 123 Sy 1,441,732 6,816,275.61 The Bu]ldmg Matmals. S_ub-s'ector followed Yﬂth 3.11 ml"!on
INSURANCE shares valued at N59.80 million in 273 deals while the Industrial/
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 2 2.39 5,389 T 12,879.71 Domestic Product sub-sector accounted for N13.02 million staked on
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 9 1.42 94,464 136,203.98 2.79 million shares in 140 deals.
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 1 1.68 200 336.00 : SHion shares -
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 2 100 1,700 1,700.00 =3 Ig;}h;’;;m's bought 96.39 million wouth N2.67 billion
. N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. 1 0.58 10,000 5,800.00 ’ : 2
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 11 2.68 262,811 700,959.65 °
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. - . 2 2.52 100,000 252,000.00 Enugu farmers receive l 00
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 4 2.79 31,302 88,220.61 & ; : _
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 2 1.17 74,625 87,311.25 f f l'tlll
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 14 1.24 648,572 795,925.92 metrlc tonnes 0 € ser
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 12 3.30 225,571 733,684.03 he Enugu state government has received about 100
Sector Totals 60 : 1,454,634 2,815,021.15 metric tonnes of fertiliser from federal government
MACHINERY(MARKETING) for farmers in the state to check soil acidity.
BLACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC 1 -0.56 135 75.60 The Programme Manager of the state Agricultural Development
ey T 3 i oy Programme (ENADEP), Mr Onyema Nwodo, told the News Agency
C & 1 LEASING PLC 5 1.26 35,657 > 44,777.82 Olegena (NAN) on Wednﬁchy m En“gu that the fertiliser would be
Sector Totals 5 35,657 44,771.82 ven free to farmers. .
MARITIME e He said that the commodity would be distributed at the three
JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 5 1.80 204,000 376,200.00 zones in the state to minimise cost for the farmers.
Sector Totals 5 204,000 376,200.00 Nwodo said that extension staff of the would also
PETROLEUM(MARKETING) ' assist farmers to ensure proper application of the fertiliser and other
AFROIL PLC. 2 0.50 5,200 2,600.00 _|farm chemicals
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 107 42.40 801,978 33,114,959.45 T 2t : .
CONOIL PLC 76 90.00 28,148 2,511,043.45 _ He said his organisation had enough improved cassava cuttings.
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 17 2.69 670,820 1,762,874.93 [‘mms"" yam seedlings, rice and other grains for all the farmers in the
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 33 160.50 17,623 2,824,057.50 stat : -
OANDO PLC 136 91.00 186,287 16,901,605.20 The manager said that cocoa-yam and sweet potatoes were among
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 28 410.50 15,677 1,736,315.40 crops that ENADEP was encouraging farmers to increase their
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 26 190.00 25,485 4,822,976.55 production. On the high cost of garri in markets in the state, the
Sector Totals 425 1,751,218 63,676,432.48 manager said that it was due to the diverse use of cassava.
m:}g:gﬁ :;’gsl‘sli:g”c . 1 e =8 S a Nwodo said thai ENADEP was doing everything possible to
s Totals s ; : 700 1.099.00 encourage farmers to produce more cassava to sustain the multiple use
REAL ESTATE T of the crops to beat the July deadline set by the fedeya] government for
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 32 9.30 286,754 2,684,868.83 10 per cent composite cassava flour for bread making. ,
Sector Totals 32 286,754 2,684,868.83 He said that his programme had an understanding with major
TEXTILES farmers to produce seedlings to boost crop production in the area.
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC. 1 0.40 14,355 5,742.00 Nwodo, however, advised farmers to pool their resources together
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC. 6 2.00 179,701 359,287.30 to enable them to benefit from the state’s tractor hire service, and
Sector Totals 7 194,056 365,029.30 . : 2 :
Overall Totals 3,964 81,210,721 1,171,546,071.67 urged them to avoid planting over-stored grains.
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The Challenge

Globacom's landmark entry into the telecommunications Industry,
August 23 2003, expectedly raised the value proposition in the
sector for Nigerians. As a Nigerian icon, built on a patriotic platform,
the Second National Operator's (SNO) wide and immediate
acceptance compels a commensurate Social Responsibility profile.
The expectation placed a huge challenge on the network and this, it
has confronted frontally and in the most patriotic ways.

Globacom's zeal in national development finds fulfillment in major

areas of our National Life: sports and youth empowerment through

- Globacom

rare in GSM technology for a network to launch with Per Second
Billing but Globacom smashed this convention because of its
passion for Nigerians.

Any network operating on the Per Minute Billing Platform stands a
better chance of making more returns on investment than a network
operati.'ng on the Per Second Billing Platform.

But Globacom chose to make more returns on its goodwill with
subscribers and the generality of Nigerians than an immediate
return on investment. It knew that by choosing the Per Minute Billing

option, it would make more money from subscribers on dropped

K

oing places,
transforming lives.

job creation. The network's v
foray into sports sponsorship, , g
for instance, is predicated on 4
its unifying role, and the focus
on soccer, in particular, stems
from the passion with which

the beautiful game is followed §
by Nigerians. The relentless

collaboration with government

in the quest for economic

emancipation and job creation

calls and any calls exceeding the
projection of the subscriber, even
by a split second, yet it chose a
billing platform that deprived it the
opportunity of making maximum
return on investment but brought
maximum smile to the faces of
the people.

By this singular act, the plan by
other networks to delay the

introduction of Per Second Billing

= Lo

is contingent on the vision of
the founders of the business,
to empower Nigerians through

the provision of world class telephony.

Per Second Billing << ¢

Globacom's first Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative,

stemmed from the platform on which it launched its operations. It is

Building Africa’s biggest and best network.

Many Nigerians like Mr. Ularam Moses, winner of this brand new Benz E-240
have climbed the social ladder courtesy of Globacom's world class telecommunication
services and life transforming promotions.

T,

until 2007 was shelved and many
GSM subscribers in the country
across the networks are now
enjoying the facility. As a result, Globacom is regarded by Nigerians
as the pro-people telecommunication company; the network that
liberated the people. What Globacom lost in revenue to the sacrifice
of launching with Per Second Billing, it has made in stupendous
goodwill across the nation. It has validated the wise-crack that a

good name is better than gold and silver.

with pride
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Poverty Alleviation ¢ ¢ ¢

Economic empowerment is a major :
challenge in Nigeria today.
Unemployment rate, especially among
the youths, has continued to rise
despite several palliative measures'.

The precarious unemployment

Dr. uga

situation has attracted the attention of
the network, necessitating the development of a poverty alleviation
scheme.

Globacom initiated an involving partnership with the National
Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), to help unemployed

youths establish call centres, thereby providing economic freedom

Deputy Governor of Borno State presenting a Globacom call centre
package to one of the state beneficiaries.

to Nigerians. The pilot scheme involved the distribution of handsets,
tables, chairs and parasols to 500 unemployed youths and this has
been extended to more beneficiaries. Ultimately, the beneficiaries
will be transformed to operators of mini business centers that will
offer telephone, fax and internet services. Several state
governments including Kwara, Osun, Ogun, I‘mo, Bauchi, Borno and
Niger have also embarked on the scheme in patnership with
Globacom in which thousands of call centre packages are provided

for unemployed youths to start their own businesses.

NDDC/SPDC c ¢ ¢

There has also been a major partnership with the Niger Delta
Development Commission (NDDC) toward the eradication of
poverty in the region. The programme, named Self Employment
Business Sup;;ort, has provided employment opportunities for
youths in the region by helping them to establish their own

commercial phone centres. The first phase of the programme last

during the of communication
initiative with the Federal Government at Aso Rock.

year, witnessed the distribution of 4,000
Handsets and Lines; Tables, Parasols, Chairs
and Jackets. The initiative, which objective is
to empower Nigerians and help them become
self reliant, cost the partners N160 million.

The effort is complemented by another

partnership with Shell Petroleum

Development Corporation (SPDC), to assist
unemployed youths of the oil producing Niger
Delta Region to set up their own businesses. And only recently,
Globacom initiated a communication partnership with the federal
and state governments through the provision of F;ee Glo Access
SIMs and Official Telephone Directories. The idea is to make
telecommunication amongst all tiers of government easier, quicken
the pace of development and assist Nigerians in the challenge to
hold their representatives accountable through defined and effective
communication. Already, the Presidency, federal ministries and
parastatals and the governments of Bauchi, Kwara,Ogun, Osun and
Imo states have benefitted from the revolutionary package with the

other states eagerly waiting for their turns.

Youth Development ¢ ¢ ¢

The future of any nation rests on its youths; tested, groomed and
imbued with leadership qualities. Nations make conscious efforts to
build such a formidable team through organized competition with

focus on youth development. The annual Nigerian Institute of

Immediate past President of NIM, Chief Aimiwun appreciating Globacom’s
support for the NIM Young Managers’ Competition.

Management (NIM) competition for young managers in Nigeria is
one of such. With proven record of past products in leadership
positions, it remains a foremost platform for management
development. It was this competition that threw up great minds like

the Managing Director of Nigerian Breweries, Eze Festus

Building Africa’s biggest and best network.




» February 10, 2006

Odimegwu. This brilliant scheme had been in the cooler for years until
Globacom stepped in to revive it in 2004. At that event, sponsored by
the network, the star winner went home with a brand new Honda Civic
car. The aim was to encourage the espousal of intellectual ideas
germane to national development and promote healthy rivalry for

excellence among Nigerian youths.

Cultural Revival ¢ ¢ ¢

Nigeria's rich culture, once celebrated across the globe, is in dire need
of a revival. Years of slavery, colonial rule and neglect have largely

eroded the content and richness of the nation’s diverse culture.

GIAbacom'g ED Mr. Adewale Sangowawa (Ieﬁ) Vpresenting the smnso@ip
cheque to the organizers of the 2005 Awankere festival.

At launch, this challenge was another critical area of concern to the
company. This becomes even more compelling in light of the
network's patriotic proposition, hence the frontline role in the move for
national cultural renaissance.
This desire found appropriate window in the 2005 Awankere Festival,
an annual celebration of love, peace and togetherness among the
Itshekiris and the 2006 Ojude Oba Festival, an annual cultural and
spiritual celebration of the values of the ljebus. As the official sponsor,
Globacom's indelible prints on the ceremonies added class and colour

and brought the unifying festivals to national consciousness.

National Political Reform Conference ¢ ¢ ¢

The issue of a political conference where all the various nationalities
across the country will discuss fundamental issues affecting the nation
has been on the front burner of national discourse for ages. Early last
year, the Federal Government Convened a National Political Reform
Conference with representatives of all zones and strata of the society
in attendance. Being a proudly Nigerian network, Globacom availed

all the delegates to the conference and the secretariat of its world

Gov. Adamu Muazu of Bauchi State showering encomiums on Globa
during the presentation of free access SIMs to the entire state workforce.

\
class telecommunication service by providing each of them wit;1 its
SIMs and state-of-the-art handsets. Globacom also produced a
directory containing the names and telephone numbers of all the
delegates, thereby making communication among the delegates/
secretariat very convenient. It was a prompt response to an urgent
national need. It was also a gesture that opened a channel of

communication between the delegates and the people.

Sports ¢ ¢ C >

To date, Globacom has committed almost two billion naira to sports
alone, touching, in the process, scores of Nigerian sportsmen and
women and bringing to fruition, the desired improvement in the
sector.

Beginning with the exclusive partnership with the organizing
committee of the 8th All Africa Games, (COJA) hosted by Nigeria in
2003, Globacom committed over 100 million naira in cash and over
400 million in equipment and infrastructure to the games. That
Gesture provided a prestigious telecom platform for Nigeria at the
biennial event. The athletes received various cash rewards in
addition to other valuable Globacom products.

Globacom’s support for sports has also been extended to Golf,

sbacom C

C " Aohz ¢ Y :". th 1 e plave E":T' ) 5“. 31
of Enyimba FC of Aba during a thank you visit to Globacom.
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Polo and Squash. The Network teamed up with Ikoyi Club 1938 for
the 2004 Nigerian Golf Cup. The effort cost the company over N30
million on rights acquisition, prizes and other materials. Globacom

also sponsored the annual Polo tournament at the Kaduna Polo

«’». ; v ¥ 3
Nigerian soccer stars Osaze, Aiyegbeni, Coach Chuckwu, Aghahowa
and Utaka, all Glo ambassadors, savouring a Glo moment.

Club, which took the game to a new height. And only recently, the
company sponsored the weekly Happy Hour at Apapa Boat Club
and the Hobie Nationals boat race at the Lagos Yacht Club.

The biggest beneficiary of the company's sponsorship activities is
soccer. In the last two years, over eight hundred million naira has
been committed to the game in cash and other resource items. To
demonstrate its reputation as the biggest supporter of the game, the
local league is christened Globacom Premier League after the
company won the bid for sponsorship in 2002.

Winners and indeed outstanding players and officials in the 2004
Premier League, were honored and generously rewarded in a
ceremony witnessed by African football bigwigs, including CAF
President, Issa Hayatou.

Globacom is also the official sponsor and partner of the Super
Eagles. Significantly, no fewer than five members of the elite team
are ambassadors of the network. And more recently, the company

hosted the victorious Flying Eagles to a reception in Lagos after

A student of Nnamdi Azikwe University, Awka receiving a colour TV set from
a Globacom official as part of the company’s initiative to encourage the youth.

Building Africa’s biggest and best network.

their successful outing in Holland. Apart from cash donations
Totaling over N13 million, the company also presented the players
and their handlers with state-of-the art phones and credit facilities.

The Football Supporters Club too has benefitted from Globacom’s

_generosity, with cash support in excess of N26 million naira.

Instructively, the club which has just received another N10 million
will be in Egypt to back our national team to the hilt in the quest for
another continental glory.

Nigerian football clubs have also benefited from this unprecedented
gesture. CAF League Champion, Enyimba Football Club of Aba for
Instance was highly supported in the continental exploit§ with N100
million partnership deal in 2004 among other provisions. The club

received additional N100 million in 2005.

Alhaji Aminu Ado Bayero, son of Emir of Kano, with some beneficiaries
of the Glo Millionaire promo. Fourty Nigerians became millionaires in the promo.

CHOGM cc ¢

In December 2003, barely 3 months after launch, and on the heels
of the partnership with COJA, Globacom demonstrated its desire to
improve the nation's image by providing SIM cards, handsets,
subsidized airtime and stationery for the participants and visitors to
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in
Abuja. The patriotic gesture by the company was a major image

prop for the country during and after the meeting.

Clearly, Globacom is up to its responsibilities as the'foremost
network in Nigeria. It has, in just two years, established an enviable
pedigree in corporate philanthropy. Given its demonstrable
responsiveness and scope of deployment, Globacom has indeed
carved a niche for itself as an organisation that is not only desirous
of making quality telecommunication services available and
affordable but one that also identifies with the people on issues of

significant importance.

) with pride




Friday, February 10, 2006

We join the rest of Nigeria in honouring a
rare gem of a leader whose selfless service
to mankind was again honoured by
the Nigeria Union of Journalists who have
voted him the best Governor in Nigeria in
Infrastructural Development and Information

. Technology.

Obong Victor Attah, We are proud of your
noble achievements. -

Alhaji Aminu Idris

raki Nasarawa; Turaki Kaduna
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Rugged, Reliable,
Efficient and Durable...

...with all the advantages of a Mercedes-Benz Vehicle.

® OM 366 LA engine.

® 6 cylinders with turbo charger and intercooler.

® 6 speed.DC G 85 6 synchronized gearbox and MB HL5 rear
axle which employs engine's power efficiently.

oLS 6 BK power steering which is extremely smooth and
comfortable to operate.

® Three brake systems for smoother and easier up or down slope
runs.

® Extra strong LNE 50 steel that ensures durability and safety.

® Cab which ensures high visibility, comfort and easy access to
controls.

e Twin headlamps that guarantee clear and better visibility at
night.

Distribution Outlets:

e Leventis Motors ® NMi ® Masters Automobile
¢ Ekene Dili Chukwu Motors ® Gilobe Motors
® Scoa Motors

Eaaucm

: 55‘&5?5 551576 mmm 551020. Email: sabs@danluduyslermm
- Mercedes-Benz :
~ ANAMMCO Pht 94, Ymmmmmw,mn&mm isiand Annexe,
Committed to your success . PMB. 12544, Lagos, Nigeria. Tel: (01) 2611262, 2612088, 2616682. Fax: (01) 2612945.

»
-

MP.&B mmmmmm1 556539, 559991,

o Quality service delivery

® Durability

® Low fuel consumption

® High returns on investment

® Premium performance under rigorous conditions

® 50,000 kilometres or 12 Months Warranty whichever comes first
® Original and genuine spare parts availability guaranteed

Maxi - 0803 343 9912; 042-556281 -

’ ibe - 0803 762 0986; 0803 739 1005
*g& Olunubi - 0803 300 0471; 0804 410 7421
% John -0803 312 5824

Acha - 0802 342 3438; 01 7758339

Fasetire - 0803 552 5691, 01-2634191

s . ,
pr Dawn Functions, Enugu
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uring my primary
school days, our
senior woman used
to emphasise the need to

i-keep our underwears and the

‘vagina clean to avoid odour.
She taught us to use the index
finger to clean inside our
vaginas. Three decades
today, I still use my index
finger to clean the inside of
my vagina,” says Eunice, a
communications officer in an
international organisation in
Kampala.

Out of 12 women picked
randomly on the streets of
Kampala, seven said they
stick a finger deep into their
vagina to clean it. The other
five only clean the outer
areas. One woman said, “As
a married woman, | have to
use my finger to clean up,
otherwise the man’s semen
will remain inside you after

- sex, giving offa foul smell.”

Another woman said she
uses her finger, especially
during and after her menstrual
periods, to rinse away any

LEETES Vaginl washing co

By Elvina Nawaguna

Kampala

But research has shown
that while washing the inside
of the vagina gives a woman
a feeling that she is clean, the
practice exposes her to a high
risk of HIV. A 10-year study
carried out on 1,270 women
in Kenya revealed that
washing the inside of the
vagina puts the women at risk.
The research Vaginal
Washing and Increased Risk
of HIV-1 among African
Women revealed that women
who carry out internal
vaginal washing are three
times more likely to get HIV
than those who do not. The
study also found out that
those who use detergents
and soap are at a higher risk.
An article published in The
Daily Nation, January 19,
quotes Dr Scott McClelland,
the leader of the research

team, saying the practice of

vaginal cleaning is very
prevalent in Africa.
McClelland says in some

instances, women use strong
antiseptics while others use
herbs.

Some cultures in Uganda
emphasise the personal
hygiene: among won

Ge §5gwma, l
teaﬁr vand. .premari

counsellor for girls and
women, says girls among the
Banyankole are taught to use
certain herbs called Kamunye
and Bombo to clean up to
avoid bad odour. Kawuma
says this culture is spreading
among Baganda. She says
the practice is taught by the
< girl’s paternal aunt and by
matrons in boarding schools.
“We don’t encourage use of
perfumed soap. We
recommend washing soap,
not blue washing soap
because this one has a lot of
acid,” Kawuma says.

Nine hundred ninety-nine
of the women studied in
Kenya said they were using
their fingers to wash the
inside of their vagina. In 7he

Daily Nation -article,
however, Prof. Elizabeth
Ngugi of University of

remaining menstrual blood.

d avoi

Nairobi, warns that the
practice could increase
susceptibility to HIV by
stripping away the vagina’s
naturaliprotectlon agamst

gynaecologlst.dt Kadic Clinic,
Nakulabye, says soap and
detergent cause irritations to
the skin in the vagina and can
cause abnormal discharge.
Soap and detergents also
increase the risk of thrush.

Vaginal douche, the
process of rinsing or cleaning

the vagina by forcing water’

or another solution into the
vaginal cavity to flush away
vaginal discharge or other
contents, is also creeping in
among women. However,
douching changes the
delicate chemical balance of
the vagina and can make a
woman more susceptible to
infections such as bacterial
vaginosis, pelvic
inflammatory disease, HIV
and other ~ sexually
transmitted infections,

Sawant \ angeeta ¢

Ot

uld increase HIV risk —Study

Microbicide Development
Programme says. Douching
can introduce new bacteria
into the vagina which can
g up through the cervix,

natural]y w1th its" own
mucous secretions. When
bathing or showering, the
woman is a@lvised to use
warm water and gentle

unscented soap to cleanse

the outer areas of the vagina.
There is no need for any
special cleaning even during
periods.

The Kenyan research
concluded that in
populations where vaginal
washing is common, this
practice may be an important
factor promoting the spread
of HIV. The research
recommends that
intervention strategies aimed
at modifying intravaginal
practices  should
evaluated as a possible
female-controlled -HIV
prevention strategy.

Courtesy allafrica.con
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Why

wonder what is wrong

with some of these

‘gentlemen’ in Abuja, who
strangely think that all the
ladies in Abuja are the same.

. Thave experienced so many
4 things in the hands of AbUJa

.youths, on account of their

peculiar views and attitudes

‘towards ‘ladies. They always

‘think that all the ladies in Abuja

are prostitutes, and this is a

‘strange and unfair attitude.

When I was living in Garki

II, by the Cornershop, there

was a day I closed late from

work. That day I closed around

{* 10:30pm, I was afraid of going

| to the park to board a public

taxi, and I did not have enough

{ money to take a drop back

home, so I had to
okada to my destination.

On getting there, it was
almost ?’i:~i9pxu.,
immediately I got dowuss m
L{n:' bkada, another'o
rider was inquirtng of n

calling “going! going!!,” in the

usual okada riders’ language.

I turned back and told the man

that “As you mn see 1'm just

! coming back froni work, so you
{ don’t expect me to go back to
] town again.” As if he was
; waiting for me to finish my
statement, he said: “Look at
= you ashawo (prostitute), na

! who you think say you be, na
! so dem go, dey go do their
‘ashawo work, come dey
| pretend say dem-dey go work
' for office.” | was so angry that
i I didn’t even know what to say
to the man, and that night I
decided to move out of that

bisard ar
poard an

‘area to another suburb of

Abuja.

Then, there was a day I
closed from the office at about
9:00pm, I couldn’t get an
okada in front of the office,
located at Lusaka Street, Zone
6, so I had to trek down the
road before I could get an

i okada that would take me to
the bus stop. Before I could get
one, a guy at the third building
to my office, was calling: “sss!

'sss!!” the way such men call

i ladies. I didn’t answer him,

because I have made it a policy

ot to answer such calls,

<= whether I' know the person or
not.

So, immediately I stopped

_.an okada, this guy rushed to
‘where I was negotiating with
‘the okada man, and was telling

* 'me that: “You, I have been
calling you since, you didn’t
‘answer me, my name is Charles,
-and I’m living in that bungalow
where I’ve been calling from.”
1 just ignored him and told the

e

‘okada man to take me to the'

‘park.

., It was when he tried to
‘touch my hand that I had to
ask him: “Even if you are living
in a bungalow, does that mean
{ I must go out with you, or |
¢ must answer your calls? Do
‘you think I am such a cheap

f

igirl, that becausg youare living Egerton Castle in Ngata,

3 -in a bungalow [ will fall for you?

} ‘Who knows, maybe you are

' ‘just a security man in that
bungalow you claimed to be
living in.

~—* The guy was so ashamed
‘of himself,, that he left quietly.
‘Then the okada man was

s |

‘somewhere before. I said, “I

¥

asking me if 1 knew the guy

By Shaklral Iola Jibril

have never met him before,
though he claims to be living
in that house, and that is the
third building to my office.”
That was how I left the scene.

There was also a day I
was going to Suleja to visit
my elder sister. | entered a bus
from Mabushi bus stop with
other passengers in the bus.
On our way even before we
got to Zuba, which is far away
from Suleja, the bus
conductor was asking

everybody to pay their fare.
Though some of us that know
all these conductors very well
on account of their behaviour,
paid our fare, and seme other

Hajiya Amina Titi Abubakar (left) and Mrs. Iyabo Obasanjo Bello the Ogun State health commis
between former Miss Enitan Adebola Obasanjo and Terence Akolabi Adeleye held at the State House Abuja...recently.

people said they wouldn’t
pay him until they get to
where they are going. This is
because, if the bus develops
a problem on the road, they
will not want to refund your
money.

do men regard all

All of a sudden, I didn’t
know what ‘went wrong
between a woman sitting next
to me and the conductor, | Jjust
heard the conductor calling
the woman names, he was
saying: “Foolish woman,
ashawo, make u na just look
me o, because, if you look my
face, ago talk to you the way
your children no go like.”
The boy said. This woman
became speechless because
of the insult. She was
sobbing, telling the boy that
“whatever you said to me, so
it is with your mother.”

Some of the passengers
and I were telling the boy,
“this is an elderly woman, for
God’s sake, can’t you at least

respect her the way you
respect your mother, or don’t
you have a mother?”

‘So, the driver was asked
to park the bus and-caution
the boy. The driver told him'

“stop abusing

Noble

o one can tell the story
, of Lord Maurice
, Egerton of Tatton,

than Robert Onyiego.

Egerton ts famous for
building a castle for a woman
who refused to marry him,
making him die a bachelor.
And a tour of the expansive
castle would be incomplete
without Onyiego’s
captivating tale of the lone
octupant of the 53-roomed
house.

The 74-year-old man, now
a tour guide at the Lord

worked for the late Egerton till
his death on January 30, 1958.
Carrying a big bunch of keys,
Onyiego takes visitors
around the castle, from room
to room as he explains how
Egerton led a quiet, lonely life
after being rejected by the
love of his life.

“He condemned himself

-

bachelor who

to, loneliness and declared
never to set his eyes on the
female<kind that caused him
too much pain and anguish,”
he said.

Vowing never to love
another woman let alone
marry, Egerton also put on the
line the lineage of the Egerton
of Tatton family, because he
left no heir and the name
became extinct.

Rejected by a woman

Egerton was the fourth
baron and the last of the
Egerton of Tatton family. He
was born in 1874, came to
Kenya in 1925 and settled on
21,000 acres of land at Ngata

¢ in Njoro, 14 kilometres South-
East of Nakuru Town. -

The front view of the
castle that Egerton built. Pic
by Lucas Thuo.

He put up a six-roomed
house, where he lived before
the construction of the

women as

passengers, or else I will drop
you off on the road and look
for another conductor.” That
was when the boy checked
himself and we continued our
journey.

On Wednesday, February
1,2006, I closed from the office
at about 8:20pm. I went to
Gwarinpa Park at Wuse
market, to enter a taxi to
Gwarinpa. 1 was lucky to be
the first passenger in the next
taxi that was loading. So I had

to sit down in the front seat.

Normally, the drivers used to
carry one passenger in the
front seat, and three others,at
the back. So I was sitting
down there when two guys
came and entered the back
seat. Two other guys came,

but there was space for only
one person.

One of their friends that
came with them was telling
them: “Let this girl in the front
come down, so that one of

you w111 enter the front, and

castle. Before he came to
Kenya, he had declared his
love fora woman and they had
agreed to marry. “In 1938 he
started the construction of the
castle and brought 100 red
Indians from America to do
the job,” Onyiego said.

During the early stages of
the construction, he said,
Lord Egerton’s girlfriend came
to visit.

“She did not enter the six-
roomed house and the first
thing she told him was that
he was living in a small house,
like a bird’s nest. “She got into
her car and drove back to the
airport and went back to
Britain and did not return. She
later got married to another
man,” he said.

Egerton was heartbroken.
Since that day, Onyiego said,
he came up with four rules that
were observed on the farm for
many years.

Friday,

the other will sit in-the back
seat.” he said. “Which girl are
you talking about?” I asked.
The next thing [ heard from
this guy was: “Ashawo, it’s.
you I’'m talking to, what can
you do to me?”” Before 1 knew
what was happening, this guy
had started pulling my hair,
telling me that if not because
of the driver, he would have
carried me out of the car, and
allowed his friend to come in.
I was forced-to answer this
guy, when he started calling
me names: “For God sake,
who are you,” I asked. “I am
God” the guy replied. I was
just looking at him
speechlessly, when the driver
asked me to pay my fare.

ioner during the solemnisation of marriage

Pix: Joe Oroye

Had it been that I had
dressed in a way that would
make a man to think that I was
not decent, it wouldn’t have
annoyed me, but the reverse
was the case.

So, after he said he was

February 10, 2006

itutes?

God, he turned to his f

and called out his name, tc mg

him: “Look, don’t trv to toast
this girl o, because she is a
nuisance,” and turned away.
I' was still sitting there

shocked, wondering what |
had done wrong to deserve
this treatment from this guy. |
didn’t expect a man to behave
in the manner he did.

I know, maybe mine 1s just
aminor event, compared with
what some other ladies have
gone through in the hands of '
men in Abuja.

When I got to my office
thetfollowing day, a collcague
of mine was telling me her own
experience in the hands of a
policeman. She said. it
the 30" of January, 200«
we closed very late
office. This was
11:30pm and midt

sfAccording tg hc
o, her wayte; k

S on

' suburbi of Abujs)

lives, after onec
company cars had dropy
her at Wuse bus stop. When
she crossed to the othc
a policeman started sh
at her: “You no go 2o
abi u wan go work by this
time?” She said she was
forced to shout back at the
man: “Are you stupid? Can’t
you see that I’m just coming
back from work, or who do you
think you are talking to”" she
said.

Then another policeman
that had been watching what
was going on, pleaded with
her to please take things casy,
and that she should not be
angry. Then she left the place

[ am sure there arc some
other ladies out there that may.
have had had worse cxperi-

side,
ting

mi¢

ences, and may not have the
opportunity to say it

So, | se€i1ze nis
opportunity to call the
youths in Abuja and the
okada riders, cven the

policemen, to plcase stop
harassing young ladies in
Abuja.

All ladies shoulc
their voices against this ugly
daily event.

Shakirat Jibril is a staff
of Daily Truvt.

raisc

hates women

“The first rule was that no
woman was allowed in the
castle’s 100 acre compound,”
he said.

Workers had to lock up
wives because he did not
want to see the face of any
other woman, Egerton even
stopped going to church for
fear that he would run into
one.

“He lived on the farm
most of the time and kept to
himself. There was no female
servant on the compound =
he said.

He shunned women so
much that he issued his
workers with 14-day notices
if he wanted to visit their
camps - enough time for them
to get women out of his way,
Onyiego said.

. “When he went away to
the camps, men locked up
their wives and daughters
until he was through with the

visit,” he said.

No servant dared mention
the word wife or daughter
near Lord Egerton.

“No one dared tell him
family problems, especially
concerning their wives as one
risked being fired,” he said.

The second rule was that
no live chicken was to enter
the compound. This was
because his girlfriend had told
him that he lived in a house
that resembled a bird’s nest.

He would, however, eat
chicken meat and eggs, said
Onyiego.

Egerton also passed a rule
that no worker or manager was
allowed to keep a dog

* The fourth rule: No Armed
Forces officer was gllowed on
the farm while wearing
uniform. He believed that
officers scared his employees.

Lulled from allafrica.com




very woman looks
forward to having her
first child, (and may be
subsequent ones) but will
become disconcerted when
her flat stomach starts to
éxpand and gradually she
cannot wear her tight waisted
dresses any longer.

Materni
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wardrobe

ty

"By Safiye 1. Dantiye, Jirh
agency reports

Therefore, what she needs
now is a complete new
wardrobe, especially if she is
the type that doesn’t like free
flair dresses. So she might not
have them in her wardrobe.

Use colour to your advantage

olours like food affect

our moods. A colour

can make one confidgnt;
can simply put one in the rlght
frame of mind, at the same time,
can make one angry, moody,
unresponsive, while a
particular colour can bring out
the best in you, this is why
some people use same tone of
colours in dressing, and have
particular preference of certain
colours in their choice of cars,
furniture, accessories, and
offices.

Fashion dictates that black
is suitable for evening while
white is a morning or afternoon
affair. This is no longer in
vogue because focus is now on
what is preferably available,
and comfortable in the spur of
the moment.

The question now is, how
do you use colours basically
to your advantage?

a.  Choose a colour that
elevates your spiritual self:
Some say that some colours
elevate them to a higher realm,
identify these colours and use

thém* as desired. €.g2. rec

mstance 1s for victory, blue
kindness, white for pow
yellow for blessing and greer
for provision and a lot S

b. - Colours help to

convalesce guickly: Call it the
magic of healing, but some
people claim torecover quickly
from illness when they wear

certain colours. They even go
to the extent of changing the
colours of their homes
claiming it improves the state
of their health.

¢. Colours can calm
you: Some colours have
calming effects on our state of
mind, while others can be harsh
and make us unnecessarily
excited or angry.

d Colours give
emotional upliftment: Observe
yourself over a period of time
when you wear certain colours
e.g. white makes some people
feel clean and fresh than other
coloured fabrics, black on the

By Rakiya Momoh

other hand, makes one
glamorous. Once you identify
colours that makes you feel

good inwardly, then you can
extend them to other areas of"

your enyironment.

e. Wear colours that
complement the person in you:
Do you know that colours
radiate your personality? After
a while, certain colours tend to
blend with your personality so
much that when you don’t
wear them, you not only feel
uncomfortable but also people
close to you or around you
wonders what has gone wrong
with your appearance.

Colours improve your
social wellbeing: Some colours

cannot but make you feel cool,
you get an instant uplift when
you wear them, it sure gives
you a feeling of satisfaction, it
simply makes you to radiate
Inspite of the magic colours

do  to one ‘and  one’s
environment, combining
colours is not an easy task for

sSome peop
PEO]

no

Nnere arc «

Nt re W
\-u,hw OV

they lack ui
combina
know what is pl‘lﬂd‘ ind
secondary colours. Thev just
go ahead and combi SO

many colours in their ot at
the end of it all, the person will
look so clumsy, lousy and very
disorganised. What pcople
should realise is that, the way
you combine the colours of
your outfit, commands so much
respect to you, it makes you
standout, look good and
admirable.

To wrap up these secrets,
it goes to show that colours
are part and parcel of human
existence, they affects every
aspect of our life, that is why
colours should not be muddled

up (i.e. in case of rioting

colours) all in the name of
fashion.

Rakiya Momoh is a staff
Daily Trust N y
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Aminu Ahmed Mai Turare

Sharu Gambo
10. Danlami Alassan

PUBLIC NOTICE
WANAR SINGER TRADERS WELFARE ASSOCIATION, KANO

This is to inform the General Public that the above named Association has applied ‘
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for Registration under Part “C” of the |
Compdnles and Allied Matters Act 1990, the Trustees are: i

|

. Salisu Musa Sambajo (M.F.R.)
3. Yusuf Abdullahi

41 Alin Baffa

5. Abdullahi Adamu Dangongola
6 Mudallabi Abdullahi

T Sabiu Bako

8. Ali Yar Musa

9

' | THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION

To inculcate the spirit of unity among the members of‘the Association
To develop and assist the-skills of our Trade

To encourage the spirit of peace and security in all places of our
Trade
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-Gen.
Corporate: Affairs Commission, Wuse Zone 5, Abpja within 28 days of
“publication
Signed:
Saltee & Co.,

Soelicitors and Advocates,
No. 61E Ado Bayero Road,
Kano.

Since it’s difficult to predict
how big you’ll get; even
previous pregnancies can only
give a rough guide, this makes
it hard to buy in advance of
actual need. But however large
you become, you’ll certainly
start needing something more
‘roomy’ from six months. And
: remember that clothes with the
most ‘space’ will give you the
most wear.

In any case, buying a new
wardrobe is every woman’s
dream, but finding the right
balance of comfort and chic
when watching your waist and
breasts expand during
pregnancy can he tricky.

If you wear native cloths,
your tailor can sew beautiful
and fashionable maternity
dresses that are very
comfortable. Below are
suggestions on what to wear.

Baggy tunic tops, sweaters
and man-size T-shirts can be
worn until the end of your
pregnancy if you get them

large enough.

Tracksuit bottoms —if the
style is suitable, you can
replace the elastic waistband
with drawstring to make the
most of the width.

Comfy leggings and cycle
shorts —they won’t stretch to
infinity, though, so you may
need to buy maternity versions
eventually.

Stretchy and comfortabie
underwear —bring out the
granny pants, or wear smaller
pants under your bump.

Maternity bras -—get
measured at about seven
months. Trousers can be
fastened under your bump in
the later months.

Floating dresses —those
that flare out from under the
bust. Make sure they’re long,
though, or you’ll find the front
helming rises higher than the
back. =

Lace-up shoes —to allow
for minor swelling due to fluid
retention.
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many people whao LK O eat

such type of foodin \rm'rm’
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-I‘Llllll also other

type of foods but because it
1s expensive for them they
find it difficult to patronise
them but if not because of that
we will see many Nigerians
eating on a daily bases such
Chinese and Indian foods.
Something I discovered also
is that the business has a
huge opportunity, just in
about a month and a half we
received many customers
from all part of the city.

You studied law and now
you are into a fast food
business. Where did you get
the experience, espeeially in
preparing Chinese and
Indian foods which are not
common in our society?

There are a lot of Chinese
fast food and Indian in UK
where I grew up and I used to
patronise their foods,
besides, I engaged
professionals who assist me
in managing the place. My
manager Mr. Siraj Sheikh is

b 2 ook 2 40 Mo g N 40 B S it

Mostly. fninese and

ery to conferences and

some embassies such as
American Embassy, Indian
Embassy, German Embassy
and other organisations like
Bureau of Public Enterprises
and DFID.

What differentiate your
Jast food with the rest of such
popular joints?

Affordability and
efficiency are the key element
of our success, within 10 to
15'minutes we serve you food
and we also do home and
office delivery. We also have
lunch time special deals,
birthday parties, business
function and every other
celebration in fact our food
differentiates us from the rest
of the fast food joints.

What specific type of

dishes do you have?

For the Chinese foods we
cHoose popular ones such as
sweet corn soup, hot and sour
soup, spring rolls, sweet and

sour chicken, shredded beef

and chyna spyce noodle.

And for Indian foods we
pick house special chicken
roll, beep somosa, fish kofta,
tandoori chicken wingsa,
ajwain fish tikka.

What is the staff strength
of the organisation and how
many branches do you have?

At the moment we have
nine staff and this is the first
office but we hope to open
more before the year runs out.

What challenges do you
face in running such
business?

As we all know, light and
water are not constant in our
society, therefore we spend a
lot to ensure adequate back
up.

Where did you get the
capital to start the business

I have a supportive
husband and parents who
always see me through when
I brought an idéafik'thi
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ysold at retail where th
environmental sanitation
vaccination: Thorough cooking kills the bacteria and mak
the food harmless: However, properly cooked food «
become re-contaminated if it comes in contact with plat
cutting boards, counter tops, or utensils that were used witl
raw meat and not cleaned and sanitised.

Cooked foods can also be contaminated afier cooking from

43
especiatly re

observe ideal ana

 bacteria in the environment and by bacteria carved by food
handiers It m:esnmated that 50% o

Itisa good‘som’ce of energy' asitisrich in
;rate. The femxenta - :

- Bread could be eaten thh bcans, ﬁw:i eggs, boiled eggs
stews etc. This explains why it is always in demand. It is this

 challenge to meet up with demands that has also made some
 bakers fo devise means of mammxsmg their profits with very
little input. Unfortunately, this is what is putting the lives of
- consumers at risk as some ignorant and self-centred bakers
resolved to use flours that contain potassium bromated or as

,,d 1 ¢,\ es to .y\w\“mw \‘“\1( OB nf!h xﬂ\ 10 l~ ot
to the bread.

Potassium bromate is a deadly additives as
carcinogenic (causes cancer), renal failure and hearing loss. |
also reduces nutritional value of bakeries by decomposing
vitamins A, B‘, B2 and E, the main vitamins available in breac
and other bakeries.

NAFDAC alerts the general public that FAO/WHO expert
committee on food additives banned the use of potassiun
bromate as food additive both in flour milling and baking
industry worldwide in 1992. And recently some bakeries werc
closed in connection with pottasium bromate,

Bakers should discontinue the use of life-threatening
chemical in their bakeries as any offenders liable to pay a finc
of N100,000 with the option of not less than 2 yrs imprisonment
if convicted.

As-< consumer, make sure that you only buy bread w
pottassium bromite free level in order to avoid health nsl\
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Nigeria, Swﬂzerland launch crusade against human trafficking

n a bid to tackle the
Iprevalence of human

trafficking and child
"labour in the country, the
office of the Special Assis “int
to the President on Hbv*_-an
Traﬁ'lcking and Child L-
in collaboration wi=: the
Swiss Federal Departa<nit of
Foreign Affairs, orga .;ed a
two-day Anti« iaman
Trafficking Geo=*vlitical
Zonal Workshop &f North
‘Central Zone of tise country,
which held on Monday and
Tuesday, Febriary 6 and 7
respectively.

The workshop had as its
theme: “The Role of Partners/
Agencies in Addressing
Human Trafficking, Child and
Forced Labour and in
promoting the Rights of a
Child.”

It aimed to, among other
things, serve as a focal point
for exchange of ideas,
knowledge and information
relating human trafficking and
child forced labour; create
local awareness on the issue
of human trafficking, child
and forced labour and the
legislations; develop a
regional plan of action
against human trafficking,
child labour which can be
used as advocacy document
. to all stakeholders and, in
i particular, political leaders
i and share information about
a protocol for the
identification of trafficked
victims.

It also received the
attention of relevant
stakeholders and participants
from National Agency for the
Prohibition of Traffic in
Person (NAPTIP), National
poverty Eradication
Programme (NAPEP), The
Universal Basic Education
Commission, Small and
Medium Enterprises
Development Agency of
Nigeria, representatives of
women and children civil
society organisations and UN
agencies.

Speaking during the
workshop, the Special
* Assistant to the President on
- Human Trafficking and Child
' Labour, Mrs. Dayo Akinmoyo
- described human trafficking
. as a global issue that violates
* human right.

. _She said “it is a violation
. of human rights, this violation
- occurs during, prior to and
 often after the actual
. experience”
i  According to her,
- trafficking occurs when there
. is the concept of movement,
- using threat, force, coercion,
- abduction, fraud, deception,
i abuse of power, giving or
' receiving of payments.
. She noted that traffickers
. prey on the most vulnerable
in the society, people who
- have a form of disability or low
 literacy skills and educational
levels.

In his goodwill message,
the ~ Ambassador ° of
Switzerland to Nigeria Dr
Pierre Helg said “*Switzerland

e o vacnancihility

By Abubakar Haruna,
Re porter

without a dsmand in Europe
and other rich countries for
exotic sex or cheap products,
the traffickers couldn’t
operate successfully”

He added ‘We regard
international standardization
of criminal codes and common
understanding of the problem
as of paramount importance
for combating trafficking”

According to him, without
an adequate protection of the
victims there is no
prosecution of traffickers,
adding that an integrated
approach is therefore needed
to improve prevention,
protection of victims, and law

workshop would encourage
effective rehabilitation of
victims and sourcing of funds

for more rehabilitation .

centres in the country.

In her paper titled:
“Human Trafficking, Child
Abuse and Child Forced
Labour, FCT Experience” the
Secretary, FCT Social
Development Secretariat, Ms.
Bolanle A. Onagoruwa
attributed poverty as one of
the factors contributing to
human trafficking and child
labour in the society.

She stated ‘Poverty we all
know is the bedrock of child
forced labour, child abuse and
trafficking. Although Nigeria
is rich in natural and human

either by their parents or
guardians, thereby suffering
physical, sexual or emotional
abuse.

She pointed out that they
are also made to add to the
income of the household by
hawking, or by being house
helps, adding that sometimes
they are even pressured into
sex to help pay for necessities
that their families cannot
afford.

Bolanle maintained that
the FCT administration had
taken steps to curb the
menace through advocacy
visits to six area councils and
the fourteen chiefdoms in the
FCI =

She also said that a child

“He added that the action Plan commits ECOWAS
countries to take immediate steps, such as
launching public awareness campaigns to alert
potential victims of methods used by traffickers,
creating special police units to combat trafficking
and training Police, Customs and Immigration
Officials to arrest and prosecute traffickers as well
as to protect the right of the victims.”

enforcement.

In a keynote address, the
Governor of Kogi State,
Alhaji Ibrahim Idris believed
that trafficking in persons is
internationally recognized as
the third largest organized
crime after arms and drugs
trafficking.

Governor Idris who was
represented by his Deputy,
Mr. Phillip Salawu said his
administration had embarked
on a sensitization campaign
to educate the people in the
state about the importance of
Child Right Act and negative
impact of human trafficking.
He hoped that the

Sl o S G SR N

me left to right, the <pec lul

resources but about two-
thirds of Nigerian people are
poor, despite living in a
country with vast potential
wealth”

She added ‘Seven of
every 10 Nigerians live on
less than US$1 a day. In 1980,
an estimated 27 percent of
Nigerians lived in poverty.
By1999, about 70 percent of
the population had an income
of less than US$1 a day and
the proportion has risen since
then”

According to her,
whatever the cause of
poverty; children are often
treated harshly or abused

L eSS

nt to the president on human trafficking and child labour, Ekundavo

hawking summit was
organized to proffer solutions
to the menace of child
hawking and child labour in
the society.

She insisted that the visits
and the interactions had been
rewarding because according
to her cases of children that
dropped out of schools and
those that could not go at all
were brought to the open.

Presenting his paper titled
“Human Trafficking and Child
Labour: The Big Fight
Requiring Broad Coalition of
Partners” Dr. Osita Ogbu, the
Economic Adviser/Chief
Executive Officer of the

National Planning
Commission, believed that
the problem of human
trafficking, child and forced
labour is not unique to
Nigeria.

Dr. Ogbu stated that each
year all over the world, an
estimated six hundred to eight
hundred thousand people,
mostly women and children
are trafficked or exploited.

In Nigeria, He also stated
that at least two million
children are suffering from
severe exploitation and
discrimination, adding that
many of these children are
trafficked and end up in homes
as domestic servants and
street children.

According to him, a study
conducted in January 2005 by
Public Enlightenment
Projects, a local NGO showed
that there are large numbers
of working children in Nigeria,
saying, that these porous
borders have led to child
trafficking from Niger
Republic into Nigeria.

He explained that it is on
the basis of these that the 15
members  nations  of
ECOWAS recently adopted a
political Declaration and
Action Plan  against
trafficking in human beings,
especially women and
children.

He added that the action
Plan commits ECOWAS
countries to take immediate
steps, such as launching
public awareness campaigns
to alert potential victims of
methods used by traffickers,
creating special police units
to combat trafficking and
training Police, Customs and
Immigration Officials to arrest
and prosecute traffickers as
well as to protect the right of
the victims.

He further stated that the
plan urges the states to set

Akinmoyo, the Deputy Governor of Kog

up direct communication
among their borders agencies
and expand efforts to collect
and share data on trafficking

In her paper titled The
Relation between issue of
Human Trafficking/Child
Labour and Migration
Humanitarian issues” The
Special Assistant to the
President on Migration and
Humanitarian Affairs, Morenu
Soyinka-Onijala, described
human trafficking as a form of
irregular migration that is
illegal and unlawful all over
the world.

She stated that according
to the UN Population
Division, as at the end of
2004, 175.million migrants
exist globally, and almost half
of them are women.

She further stated that the
2005 World Migration Report
indicated that about 16.3
million are African of which
46.7% are women, adding -
that this is an increase from
the figure of 12% African
migrants in 1960.

She pointed out that
President Obasanjo is aware
that Child trafficking, as is
trafficking in women. is a
serious human rights issue
but the problems of child
abuse and neglect in Nigena

are deeply rooted in
deepening _ poverty,
unemployment, family

disintegration and illiteracy.

To that effect, the federal
introduced the Nationa
Economic Empowerment
Development  Strategy
(NEEDS) to enhance the
ability of its citizens to be
economically self-sufficient.

She hoped that as the
benefits of these programmes
permeate to the grass roots,
there would be a reduction in
the numbers of adults and
children involved n
trafficking.

She further noted thatg
Federal Government would
soon embark on a series of
consultative steps to develop
a National Policy on
Migration.

According to her, the
policy will look into all the
facets of Migration, issues of
management of entry and
stay into Nigeria, irregular
migration, and Nationa
security.

She believed that
thorough migration policy
must be put in place to
prevent the obtaining of travel
documents such as the
ECOWAS Brown Card and
the National Passport by
proxy and without propes
identification.

The participants agreed
that human trafficking and
child labour could be t: ackled
through  creation
employment oppertunities
poverty eradication, ensuori
passage and implementat
of child rights, Conxea—
Elimin=
121¢
mpl
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t is tough, life of

singleness und lwmg

.without someone with
whom the vow of fidelity has
been taken. Those who view
the life of a bachelor as one
of going about enjoying
oneself and not having cares,
are living in‘a world of fantasy.
We . know this in
extraordinary club of young

our

men determined to stay
single.
Being a bachelor is not

easy and [ can attest to this,
having or years. It
full "of adventures,
pains, fears and worries. We
worry about the future and
with each passing day,
vonder what will become our
fate.Sometimes, it goes to the
rment.
ou run into
who
escaped from the club.
Club? Yes. for that is what
we formed recently,
guys. The
among us 1s twenty

peen ulh’

. 4s
1S a e

w¢e

realm of

bew
especially when y

a former bachelo: has

and - eleven
youngest

nine years old and his name
The oidest is ’Larry
eight ¢

is Segun.
who will be
Valentine .
Larry for no particular reason
has retused to marry and this
has caused his parents and
siblings untold anguish
Popularly known as Uncle
Larry (by the way, Larry is not
even his real name. but his
overalls and suspenders
gave him the Larry King looks
and the name stuck). he goes
about catching his fun.
Recently he told me that
life has been hell for him when
we were sitting i our usual
meeting point, somewhere in
Abuja. “Emma, people look at
me and think that I'm a
carefree, happy individual.
But it saddens me that I'm still

Ol"["

\ld Vv,

. single” he lamented.

Yusuf'Adi,Samson Okoro
and Gbenga Adams had
arrived town and we meet
every other day to review our

' lives, progress made and

discuss issues from politics

' to sports. Our common bond
- is the fact that we are all
- unmarried and have no plans
1o do so in the near future.

We also are hardworking

- young people with all sorts

of ambitions. While, for

myself

By Emmanuel Bello

instance, Chucks wants to
become the manager of his
company, Larry hopes to run
an outfit
someday. As for me, I have
political We all
believe in the single life and
the non- attachment and
freedom such a life affords us.

Larry’s statement gave us
aily we are happy

enginecering

ambition.

ajolt. Nor

with just having relationships
| ‘settling

and not thinking of

down’. We scoff at the idea
of marriage and often
consider married people as
being stuck up. Although,

some of us still hold the hope
that we could end up married
someday, most of our club
members were blisstully
satisfied with the single life.
So Larry’s disclosure started
a big argument. We asked him
to leave our club and get

Bur fcan’t,” he said, and
%dde *It is already too late
someonc (ke myself, [ am
forty and stil fam
woman to
’, he said.

Larry’s confusion is not
his alorie. \lbert and Aliyu
Koro (staunch members of our
club) have a similar malady.

counting.
to the

my wile

confused a

even make

Albert, a librarian in one of

the college: in Abuja, is
running forty and has
remained single His
confusion lies basically with
the difficulty in determining,
in his words. “the size, colour,
age, tribe religion, nationality,
blood group, genotype,
height, occupation, hobby
and family background”
the woman to make his
partner. “If | could only find a
woman with 80% of my

into

requirement . He once told
us. i
= Koro's bewilderment

stems from a theory he hold
as sacred. “1 ‘ve been told that
the day I meet my wife [ would
know her.” he told us. “But I
have never seen such a
person. I've never met
someone who made me say,
oh, that’s the one,” he
added.Koro is a computer
programmer and he is 36 years
old.

“Bemg a bachelor is
not easy and I can
attest to this, having
been one for years. It

R
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g life _Jull oFf

adventures,
ﬁ*ars: and worries.

B

pains,

O

of

My friend Chucks gave
up on marriage last year when
it became obvious to him, “I
am not wired for matrimony.”
He explained. “I have looked
inwards and I believg I would
not make a good husband.”
Chucks, a product of a broken
home, has vowed to,stay
single.

Tony, a hotelier, is also
going to, stay a bachelor for
life. He is actually a divorcee.
He once married an Ebira lady
and the union lasted for the
most part of 2004.

“I was married for seven
months and realized that it was
not my thing. She left me for
an independent marketer and
I'am happier for it” he told us.

10, 2006
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FOR ADVERTS CALL
GEDI 471 8587, OBOZ 373 5943, 08B0 678 L4420, 089354571128

“‘i’fg\sﬁ ABUJAEATER'ES ]

FAST FOODS

f A Birectory of ﬁ&stanrsnﬂ; in Town

FINEST KITCHEN

LUNCH FOR 4, GEY 1 FREE
DINNER FOR &, WIN A GIFY

AMBMLA, TUWCG, GARL POUNDED YAM. MASA (WANA). VEGETABLE SOU
- CHUBHIRISHE, MIVAN TAUSHE -BEAN SOUP ({GBEGIRG ET1.C

SHOP 8, DEE AWWAL PLAZA, MITHAEL DXPARA STREEY,
NEAR IBRO HOTEL, ZONE 5, WUSE aguaA,
0O~ 5230575, 09 - 6721999, 0803 311 2125, 0804 413 D18,

Abuja
TETRAZZINI

LUOCJ. LIMITED

bringing ¥ preole

serdies i e roces

AFRICANMNIGERIAN  DISHES AND FAST FOODS
SHACKS - DRINKS AND TAKE - AWAYS

ot 840 L()m\:»m, straet Wuse Zon
Tl OF - &14448 09 .

W
Sweet Toothees

for total satisfaction Fateries

Visit us at

Fiot 2910, Esjence PRozs.

Hetineg Doryspring MNated
Wote Tone § Abuia

Mazobs Pen
ot Larw S el B
Absijey $CT
CUSTOMER SESVICE
G IR, 09 X383 80 18

B 244 P04 -

i NOW OP RN |
Sinoni Regtaurant

CHINESE CUISINE
AR E S LI

AUTHENTIC CHINESE DISKHES
EAT. N, TAKE-AWAY AND CQUTDOOR SERVICES

ZETO LOURT, Oshogbo Close, Off Emeko Anyaocku Ste
{Opp fnt’l Conference/Le Meridien} Aren 11, Gorki Abujo.
Tel: 0% 2340777, OF 2340288
OB06 095 8818, 0D8OS 107 2678

RESTAUBRANT & TAKEAWA

r!eg%g! Fast Food
strlas

Y LD

SHAWARMA ~BURGERS 'PfZZAS

CASSORTED SANDWICHES
 CHINESE FASY FOOD -PASTRIES

Now @

A8, Monvevie Shreet,
O fevin Kone Srescsm
Weaese 2, Abuja, FOL
Tad: DBOS 524 4290, 09 4131422
99 SIJT4RE, DR 4IITA3S

Outdoor Delivery Servites available

" La monde

o tonsctiivng Loves axtle goality meatad

[AaE o]
LEBANESE, CHINESE, CONTINENTAL
AND AFRICAN DISHES

Qpp Sharon WUitimote HMotel,
Yofowo Balewo Way, Arec 3, Gark: Abu,a

Tel: 09 29089323 3

CAFETERIA
Home cooking served fast!
EARE N LA

A PRA

CONTINENTAL & NIGERIA CUSINE

COPEN DAY FROM 7 30AM -

Pla: 1393, Abidjon Street,
Wuse Zone 3, Abuja.

Tei: 09-5241681, 5241682

10 DOFM;

Come and onjoy o taste of guolity home cook:

NOW IN ABUJA ‘

RE—. Ax,réA

CALABAR DELICACIES

§ £C ol Bived, Gorkl i, Abujo N
Tat OO 73, OBGS G52 2338 B3 £
v ra—— - ———
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President Olusegun Obasanjo

Murtala Muhammed Foundation (MMF)
Cordially invites the general public to the
10" Annual Murtala Muhammed Memorial Lecture
: e

i

Theme: »
AFRICA: A NEW AGENDA

Keynote Speaker
Right Honourable “Jack” Straw -

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary

Date: Tuesday, 14" of February 2006
Time: 10.00 a.m.

Venue: The Auditorium, Ecowas Secretariat
60 Yakubu Gowon Crescent
Asokoro District, Abuja

ForFurtherinformation

Mrs. Aisha Oyebode Press and Public Affairs Section
Executivé Secretary, MMF British High Commission, Abu;a '
08062740283 08056893331
; Partners
MURTALA
W MUHAMMED

FOUNDATION
Bnt:sh ngh Comm:ss:o:v Nigeria



http://www.murtalamuhammedfoundation.cdmE.mail
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. state House of Assembly and

Grassro

f the 744 recognized
local governments in

By Musa Kazaure & Ahmed

Nigeria. onlv 27 local | Abubakar Correspondents |
f i ) > Apiats
I government areas of Jigawa (Dutse)

wells which is our only source
of drinking water and have
done so many things that af-
fect our lives at the grass root.

State differ in their approach
to grass root development.
While chairmen, secretaries -
and treasurers _continue to

dictate who antl what area ~ Thatis why wc hail this Kudin
gets what in terms of devel- Akwati syst he main-
opmental projects in most lo-  tained

cal governments of the coun- Most of the testimonies
try, in Jigawa the people at the ~ from benefici:ries of the sys-
grass root determine what tem in the rurul areas tend fo

spect of con-
system be-
ped in solv-
community
hitherto had
government
vill take ages

be positive in
tinuing with
cause it has
INg- Minor I
problems wh
to wait for lo
officials, whe

« they want and execute such
projects! themselves without
the interference of local gov-
ernment.council officials.

The Polling Unit Devel-
opment Area approach popu-
larly known as Kudin Akwati

among the ruralite has be- before solving them:"There
come a phenomenon in Jigawa  are rural communities in Yan
State, and many state gover- Kwashi, Gwiwa, Roni,
nors are said to have con- Dundubus. Ringim, Malam-
tacted Governor Ibrahim madoriand C:umel
Saminu Turaki on the possi- sed the mo 1
bility al roducing the pur furni
wF T sar I | ovation (
ing t f
elary. i« in np
€l ent
i e (3( 1l
e
ure i
% [ie)
local vermment secre sbhrok
~# tariat, The local govemn ( X A
he said are not cot npletel viththe mo
stripped of their lL\PUl]\llM ] families wl ave f
tics:as the-third tier of gov- needsgor th - won
ernment. “They still perform_ are left beh n by
 their duties. {h_e}' executg bands due to the harsh eco-
projects too that are bigger nomicsituaicn.”
than those of the Poling Units; Lastweck was declared a
and they alse have joint time of stock-taking of the
projects that they execute new participiiory democracy
with the state government,”  system in Jigawa by the state
he added. governor, |brahim Saminu
" Alhaji Lawal Roni main- Turaki. For three days and
3 tained that the Polling Unit nights over two million
. Development system is Jigawa indigcnes converged

i Dutse, the
the Monumect
account on
N70.000 eir

state capital, at
t Edifice to give
w the monthly
1to each Polling

backed by law passed by the

has been welédmed by the
people in the rural-areas as a

veritable tool for their Unit was spent to justify the

progress. initiative I purpose for

Under the Polling Unit which the <y-tem was meant
Development System, each of  for.

1 the 3.764 P(\Hm}_v Units in the '\H]Zl_!i brahtim Saminu

Furakiwas

at the Mo

'illuc‘n-\n N70.000 ysically ;\ esent

‘H ne ext

ste
L -
1 I ( V (
n Q snen
1 1 »\-
ucid -
’
A\ ] w Vo 1
mg 1< f c I
o LUl R AW | L .
Mitiec C C s D
he Iy
\ th 18] (5 C v t
ans « e pe ronme ni S
) i
+} ~1 A
L, and the proovi C S ¢
p - srior 1
down and lai C cgates 1€ governor that

“We. ourselves participate in  various projccts thatwill im-

the execution of such pactpositively onthelives of
“ I projects, like providing la- the peoplc have been ex-

bourers, masons and carpen-  ecuted in (heir communities,
ters to execufe the projects. but some people protested
We have renovatged our -against some local g vern-
anasques rehabilitatedrowr ' fhent e e who' ey Kel
: ) T NREN F18.48

j B rah i

i B io%c R

0
AT

projects were actually
f iimed projects
were falsified as indicated by
opposing voices from people
in various Polling Units across
the state who were present at
the. three day accounts-ren-
dering-exercise in Dutse.

.\uordmg to Shuaibu
Inuwa Idris,
Sabuwar Gwaram, under the
Polling Unit, some of the
projects executed within the
area by the Polling Unit del-
egates are very vital to the
lives of residents.

Shuaibu Inuwa told Kano
Trust correspondent in

most of the acc

Gwaram local government of

the state that, “I can attest
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bers before embarking on any
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were lots of misplaced priori-
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Kano Trust investigations
in most of the local govern-
ments indicate that most of
the problems with the utiliza-
tion of the Kudin Akwati al-
location are more rampant in
the urban towns and villages
than in the rural areas where
they see the money as a vital
tool to their development. Ac-
cording to a local government
official who does not want to
be-quoted, most. of the Poll-
ing Unit Committee members
in the urban centres are either
serving or retired civil serv-
ants who are desperately look-
ing for their own share of the
national cake, hence the ten-
dency for them to abuse the
money. He also disclosed that
some local government chair-

men 1 the work of poll
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She said despite the
).000 given.to women poll-
ing delegates-in the 1. not
much have been achieved as
the money is only being used
for assisting womenr thac gave
birth and those abouit to wed.

as well as widows and women
whose husband has ab-
sconded, living them behind
with manv children to feed.
But opponents of Gover-
nor Ibrahint Sami Turaki are
not happy with the Polling
Unit em because, accord
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Jigawa’s resources. He also
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Ibrahgm Dabaja, adding Ihdl
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_ oth the rank and file
i of the Nigerian Police
i Force are saddled

. with the responsibility of pro-
tecting the lives and property
of Nigerians. They keep
awake when the rest of us had
gone to bed. The irony of this
fact is that while some of us
civilians have comfortable
- place to rest our heads, it is
not so with this set of Nigeri-
- ans.
: For a police officer who
lives in a typical police bar-
racks, ‘goinghome’ reminds

him of the deprivation, pov=

erty and the poor environmen-
tal situation that drive the
whole country nuts. Recently,
a senior police officer of the
rank of Chief Superintendent
of Police (CSP), posted to La-
gos state command described
the police barracks, ljeh, as
“fit for only dogs”.

His words: “If I had
stayed at that dump called
‘Barracks” I would have been
dead by now. The barracks is
an epidemic waiting to break.
It is only officers that do not
like their lives and that of their
families will agree to live in
such place.

When our correspondent
visited the lkeja Police Bar-
racks, he was confronted with
a very pathetic condition
where three families had to
share a three bedroom flat.

A visit to the Queen Bar-
' racks, Apapa, Ije Police Bar-
' racks Obalende and Area ‘C’
- Police Barracks, Surulere will
expose the harsh and un-
- pleasant conditions in these
: barracks. From the very en-
trance, you notice rejection,
dejection, depression and
deprivation.

There are dilapidated
buildings, waterlogged com-
pounds, overflowing sewage
and sinking building blocks.
You. could almost hear a
scream for renovation yet by
some odd alchemy, ordinary
officers scramble for alloca-
tion into these filthy quarters.
Everywhere, human waste
smell to high heavens, an in-
dication that the toilets are
not functioning well.

Roofs have caved in and

| By Olumide Bajulaiye,
| Correspondent (Lagos)

left to dangle without repairs.
Movement in and out of the
barracks is difficult due to
flood, causing residents to
remove their footwear before
dipping their legs into the
stinking waters.

As for Ijeh barracks,
Obalende, which a former In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) claimed to have reno-
vated in 2002 when the fed-
eral government rcleased
N500 million to the police for
that purpose, one could

hardly see any sign of reno-
vation in recent time apart
from the front row painted.
In the so-called police
barracks’ a constabie who
gets a space has N1000 de-
>d monthly froi his less
than N9, 000 salary. Hc is only
left with about N5, 000 as net
take home.
A visitor to these barracks
could not but wonder why
residents refused to do some-

thing about their situation.
Most barracks residents, who
spoke to our correspondent,
said the problem was because
of neglect by the police high
command that had aban-
doned its responsibility, pre-
ferring to feed fat from the
money allocated for that pur-
pose.

According to them, since
they were not housed in the
barracks free of charge, the
authorities concerned should
clean up the place, repair the
drainage and renovate the di-
lapidated structures. The resi-
dents said they had organised
sanitation exercise, but be-
cause the systems in the bar-
racks have collapsed, the im-
pact of their cleanup could not
be felt.

However, a senior police
officer of the Police Provost
Department at the force head-
quarters annex, Obalende
who spoke with our corre-
spondent under anonymity,
indicted the department.

According to the officer,
the provost’s officers were
supposed to visit these bar-
racks from time to time to find

Daily Trust
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Inside the ghetto barracks of Lagos _
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out if residents were manag-

}

ing the place well. In the case

of any default; the department
has the right to throw the oc-
cupant out of the barrack.

Nevertheless, such visits
are not conducted and so
people live the way it pleases
them in the barracks.

He was of the opinion that
if these checks on cleanliness
are conducted on a regular
basis, sanity would return to
the barracks.

The dehumanisation
faced by the defenders and
enforcers of justice in the bar-
racks must have a lot of psy-
chological implications on
their offsprings as most of
them are exposed to social
vices. Children of these law
enforcement agents become
armed robbers and the girls
promiscuous because of poor
environmental upbringing.

Our correspondent also
gathered that apart from the
N500 million released in 2002
for environmental face-lift,
other monies have also been
released for the same pur-
pose, but the funds routinely
get channeled elsewhere.

A wound up officer once
asked. “How do you expect
us to police the society effec-
tively when hostility starts
from within the institution it-

The residents said they had or-
ganised sanitation exercise, but
. because the systems in the bar-

{] 1L

CO T

- racks have collapsed, the impact

127901

not be felt.

1€ monies meant for

f

he maintenance of barracks

1cks
were properly used, things
will not be the way they are.

Why will police officers
not be hostile on the roads
when their welfare are not

considered? People should
not expect the police to be
friendly because the police-
man or woman does not see
friendship or justice within his
own set-up. We only exist, we
don’t live”.

In the words of another
frustrated police officer, “the
best thing the federal govern-
ment should do is to disband
the Nigerian Police Force and
invite policemen from devel-
oped countries to run our po-
lice system.”

Others, who accused the
police authorities of fund di-
version, observed that rather
than renovate the barracks,
and boost the morale of offic-

ers and men, the senior offic-

ers responsible for that pur
pose build shops inside the
barracks for their wives under

the cover of Police Officers
Wives Association (POWA).

Investigations by our cor-
respondent revealed that
some of the shops are allo-
cated to outsiders at high
rates.

Lack of maintenance of the
barracks coupled with the

non-provision of uniforms,
kits and furniture allowance
may be responsible for the
threat by junior police offic-
ers to go on strike in Febru-
ary. The action, they said, 1s
to drive home their demands
and get the command to pay
attention to their age-long
plight.

Investigations revealed
that the Nigerian Police Force
is the least equipped and
most neglected of the secu
rity forces despite the crucia
role they play in internal sc
curity. Policemen and wome
living in the barracks ar
pleading with the police au
thorities to come to their ai
before the buildings fa
them.

Commenting on the

ter, the Force Public Re

)fficer (FPR), Mr. Haz i

a Deputy Commissio
Police, said a lot is being
by the police high comn
to improve-the conditio:
the barracks.

He said contracts have
been awarded for the renova
tion of barracks and the build-
ing of new ones.

OVERVIEW

DATES AND VENUE:
ZONE A:
ZONE B:
ZONE C:

and Taraba States.
ZONE D:

PRESENTS

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF NIGERIA
IN COLLABORATION WITH

AFRICAN DISASTER FOUNDATION

A NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON SAFETY AND DISASTER

MANAGEMENT FOR ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

ALGON and the AFRICAN DISASTER FOUNDATION are organising this workshop
in order to strengthen the capacity of all the Local Governments on Safety and Disaster
Management, and position them to save lives and properties in their respective areas.

13th -15th February, 2006, @ Merit House, Maitama, Abuja.
For: FCT, Plateau, Nasarawa, Niger, Benue, Borno, Adamawa, Kogi,
Bauchi and Gombe States.
20th - 22nd February 2006, @ Lagos Airport Hotel, Lagos.

For: Lagos, Ogun, Ekiti, Osun, Ondo, Oyo, Edo and Kwara States.
27th February-1st March 2006, @ Hamdala Hotel, Kaduna.
For: Sokoto, Zamfara, Kaduna, Katsina, Kano, Jigawa, Kebbi, Yobe

6th -8th March 2006@ Delta-Hotel, G.R.A Port Harcourt.
For: Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, Cross-Rivers, Akwa Iborn, Enugu,
Anambra, Imo, Abia and Ebonyi States.

TARGET PARTICIPANTS: Local Government Chairmen, leaders of legislative Houses,
Supervisory Councilors in; Charge of works and Environment: Chairmen of House
Committees on works and Environment, Directors of Personnel Management and Heads
of Works and Environment Departments.

REGISTRATION/INFORMATION: For registration or further Information contactany
of the following: ALGON SECRETARIAT: 08030921497 or
AFRICAN DISASTER FOUNDATION: 08033050428
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UDUS M. S. S. condemn Danish cartoon

he Muslim Students

Society of Nigeria,

Usmanu Danfodiyo
University, Sokoto branch,
has joined hundreds of thou-
sands of Muslims across the
world in condemning the
Danish newspaper, which car-
ried the cartoon of Prophet
Muhammad.

At a press briefing ad-
dressed by the deputy Ameer,
Abdullah Abdullah Raji, the
M. S. S. described the cartoon
as the highest assault to the
personality of Prophet
Muhammad.

Abdullahi Raji further ex-
plained that critical analyses
of the cartoon did not only
portray Prophet Muhammad
as a terrorist but also it takes
his esteemed spiritual reputa-
tion to the refuse dump.

The deputy Ameer also
said it had now become evi-
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The power
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Senior Reporter (Sokoto)

dent to all that the fierce me-
dia campaign against the
Prophet is actually a single
incident in a series of meas-
ures that have been practised
on a wide scale by some peo-
ple in the West whose influ-
ential positions cause their
voices to be heard in the
world media.

He said insulting Prophet
Muhammad was synony-
mous to declaring war on Is-
lam and Muslims and there-
fore, “it is imperative to state
that whosoever by commis-
sion or omission insults any
of our prophets has of course
insulted the collective sensi-
bility of the entire Muslim
world, and as such we must
react.”

R,

smooth walk through retirement.

He added that as Mus-
lims, “it is incumbent on us
as a fundamental substance
of faith, to.love, respect,
adore, dignify and revere the
Prophet’s integrity.”

He posited that by impli-
cation, Islam has been disre-
garded, humiliated, discarded
and rubbished to the least by
the publication of this car-
toon, and therefore “we must
all rise in defence of Islam.”

To this end, the M. S. S.
called on the federal govern-
ment of Nigeria to as a matter
of urgency and national co-
hesion, close down the Nige-
rian embassy in Denmark and
all other European countries
whose newspapers reprinted
the cartoon.

It also called on the Sul-
tanate Council to condemn
the sacrilegious act.

ployed youths.

level of poverty among

women and children, the
Jigawa State government has
begun the disbursement of
over N180m goat rearing
loans which targeted over
N 10,000 beneficiaries.

The loans, known as mi-
cro-credit for women’s coop-
eratives, is to be headed by
the Emir of Ringim, Dr.
Sayyadi Mahmud, CON, who
is currently the chairman of
the World Cooperative Soci-
eties.

Expatiating on the mo-
tives of the programme, the
special adviser to Governor
Turaki on Millennium Village
Commission, Alhaji Ma’amun
Da’u Aliyu, told newsmen
that the initiative was the con-
tinuation of the already exist-
ing poverty alleviation pro-
grammes of the state govern-
ment that had already ben-
efited thousands of unem-

In it efforts to reduce the

To walk into a good life in retirement, you must invest your savings wisely.
At Pensions Alliance Limited (PAL), we apply our tested knowledge of the Investment

g-mail: inlo@

10,000 women get N180m
goat rearing loans in Jigawa

He revealed that twenty-
four women’s cooperatives
under the twenty-seven local
government areas of the state
will benefit* from the loans
which amount to over 10,770
beneficiaries, stressing that
the motive was to make life of
housewives better, thereby
improving the lives of the en-
tire household.

According to him, the
modalities to be used are
through the disbursement of
N250,000 each to societies,
where each member will be
given two she-goats, one /e-
goat, two bags of offal,
N666.67 as transport and
NS5000 to operate mini-busi-
nesses to further support the
goats rearing activities.

Each society, according to
the package, will deposit 20%

e

iance com website: www

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

of the amount which again is
to be given by the commit-
tee, while the certificate of
registration of each society is
tobe ited with the com-
mittee for safe keeping until
the loan is repaid in a period
of one year.

“Our " according to
the special adviser, “is to
touch the lives of 75,000
households to reduce unem-
ploymentiand improve meat
and milk supply and the gen-
eral earnings of the women-
folk.”

Daily Trust reports that
the launch of the programme
is expected to be formally de-
clared open before the end of
this month.

Fax: 084-483174

2862002
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3rd term: Rep debunks
bribery allegation

member of the House
of Representatives
rom Kebbi State,
Rep. Faruk Abdullahi, has

‘debunked insinuations that

[

the National Assembly
members were bribed by the
Presidency to support the
~hird term agenda.

Speaking to newsmen in
BlmmKebbl,Rep Abdullahi
said the allegations were
baseless and a calculated
attempt to tarnish the good
image of the two respected
legislative Houses.

“Believe me sincerely to

 the best of my knowledge

that, I didn’t hear or be a party
to any arrangement that
involves bribery between the
legislative arm and the
executive, ) these
allegations were

unfounded,” he declared.
- He further opined that no
matter the circumstances,

. Union

mpleyment m

representatives from the
Northern part of the country
would not descend to any

pressure that would not be

in favour of the north.

According to him, some of

the areas Northern
legislators are fighting to
ensure improvement is the
agricultural sector, which he
said provides employment for
seventy per cent of the
populace in the north.

Rep. Abdullahi however
assured that they will
continue to accelerate their
efforts to make President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s
government consider
agriculture as its top priority.

He described agriculture as
not just for cultivation of
food items for consumption,
but the backbone of the
economy of any nation.

Former minister of state on edulation, Hajiya Halima Tayo Alao (f); the director-general, National Education Research

and Development Council (NERDC), Prof. Godswill Obioma (standing), and other dignitaries at the workshop on strategic

—Shonekan tasks employers

he former head of
state, Chief Ernest
Shonekan has called
on media proprietors to pay
journalists their entitlements
to enable them to discharge

their duties in line with the

. ethics of the profession.

Addressing participants at

Wednesday,
Shonekan said the media
could only waich

the |

society dispassionately

H»n—nnnh fair commeante !

; government has shown

Areaan AAR AR AR maF

.when practitioners are |

economically empowered.
He praised the media for
their steadfastness in the
fight against colonialism and
their strive to ensuring the
elimination of social vices
and promotion of
democratlc values. He

By Abubakar Ibrahim

urged the government to
provide the enabling
environment for fair and
objective journalism in the

plamung for educauon organised by NERDC in Abuja... recently.

ay journ

asked

country and
journalists to consider
national interest above other
considerations.

Shonekan however urged
journalists to concentrate
on inspiring reforms and
fighting poverty.

In his address, the

president of the Nigerian
Union of Journalists, Mr.
Smart Adeyemi, called on
the National Assembly to
urgently pass the journalism
enhancement bill before it,
into law to achieve a better
deal for its members.
Adeyemi wondered how

ts well

a journalist who is owed
about six to eight months’
salary arrears would abide

by the ethics of his
profession when his
immediate social and

economic needs could not
bé.meét:

for safety aids

“Wnabid to improve safetv
in Nigeria’s aviation
ector, the federal

interest in engaging the
services of a Norwegian
firm, Park Air System
Electronics, to provide
Nigeria with modern
navigational aids.

The proposal, which is
currently before the FG, is
expected to be endorsed

iviohammea >. Snenu;
Reporter

anead of the September
auditing of the county’s
airports by the International
Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO).

The Minister of Aviation,
Prof. Babalola Borishade,
disclosed this when the
Norwegian firm visited him
in Abuja to present the

Kaduna Capital School old students meet Feb. 11

aduna Capitat School
Old Students

ssociation
(KADCAPSOSA) will hold its
general meeting on Saturday,
February 11 at the school’s
assembly hall at 10 am.

The meeting, according to
the secretary, Mallam Hassan
Idris, will be the first in 2006

and will discuss crucial
the :

issues concerning
association and the alma

matar He disclosed that the

which will kick-start the .

process for the election of
new executive members, who
will steer the affairs of the
body.

He urged all registered

- members and old students

who wish to join the
association to attend.

meetmg will appoint members

- of the electoral u)mmlttee i

NYSC to flush
out ghost workers

e NYSC Director-
General, Yusuf
Bomoi, has called on

NYSC staff to co-operate
with the management in the
move to flush out ghost
workers from the scheme

The director-general made
the call Wednesday in Abuja
during a pay parade carried
out by the scheme  in
preparation for
monetisation of staff’s fringe
benefits.

the :

proposal on some 9f the
company’s moderm
navigational aids that could
improve air safety in the
i

“These initiatives are
necessary to ensure that
our airports are in excellent
condition before the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation: (ICAO) audit
visit in September this year,”
the minister said.

A statement from the
ministry made available to
Daily Trust said Prof.
Borishade had reiterated the

’

'government S

determination to upgrade air
safety facilities and replace
obsolete ones in all Nigerian

rof. Babalola Bertshade,
Minister of Aviation

Aviation engages Norwegian firm

. the launch of a magazine |
. organized by the Nigerian
of Journalists |
Chief |

airports.

After fixing the facilities,
the statement said the
company would n
collaboration with tha
Nigerian Airspace
Management Agency
(NAMA) maintain th
equipment within s
months for a fee to be paid
by NAMA.

During the maintenance
period, the statement said
the company would also
provide relevant services
and train new generation
simulators for the Nigerian
College of Aviation
(NCAT), Zaria. Some
of the specific navigational
aids to be provided include

o

~

Instrumental Landing
System (ILS), Very High
Frequency Omni

Directional Radio Range
(DVOR) and Distance
Measuring Equipment
(DME) for Yola and Ibadan
airports, while Abuja,
Lagos, Port-Harcourt and
Kano international airports
are to be provided with
virtual towers. Information
from the ministry said the
company was now bidding
for Yola and Ibadan
projects.
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PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE |
EMOLUMENTS IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR

C/O OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERATION, THE PRESIDENCY,
FEDERAL SECRETARIAT COMPLEX, PHASE I SHEHU SHAGARI WAY, ABUJA, PHONE: 09-5235962.

On 1st November, 2005, the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo
(GCFR) inaugurated the above Committee to examine current salaries and allowances in the Public Sector with a view to
consolidating them into single personal emolument that will attract and retain the best brains in the public service. The Committee
was also charged to examine the collective bargaining principle and recommend a mechanism that will ensure periodic adjustments
in the emoluments of Public Servants in accordance with the economic realities prevailing at any particular time without recourse
to empanelling a Committee to look into the matter.

In carrying out this assignment, the Committee had invited members of the public to'submit memoranda to it. In addition to that,
the Committee hereby wishes to announce its intention to hold Interactive Sessions in the Six Geo-Political Zones of the country |

and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

The time-table for the interactive sessions is as follows:

S/NO| ZONE DATE CITY VENUE TIME
1 South-West Zone 13™ February, LAGOS Lagos State 9.30
' 2006. Auditorium - AM
Alausa, Ikeja.
2 North-Central 15" February, JOS Crest Hotel, 9.30
Zone 2006. Airport Road. AM
3 North-West Zone 22" February, KANO Zamab Hall 9.30
B 2006. Royal AM
Tropicana
Hotel.
4 South-South 27" February, PORT - Atlantic Hall 9.30
Zone 2006. HARCOURT of Hotel AM
Presidential
5 ‘National 1 March, 2006. ABUJA To be 9.30
- confirmed AM
6 North-East Zone 7" March, 2006. YOLA Adamawa 9.30
Banquet Hall, AM
Yola.
7 South-East Zone 9" March, 2006. ENUGU To be 9.30
; confirmed AM

Members of the public espegcially the Academic Community, Trade Unions, the Military and Para-military, Health and Medical
[nstitutions, Research Institutions and State Government Parastatals are invited to attend any of the above interactive sessions at
the location nearest to them. Similarly, all those that responded to the call of the Committee for memoranda should endeavour to
meet with members of the Committee at the location nearest to them to enable them elucidate further on the contents of their
memoranda.

SIGNED:
(Olu O.A. Sobo)
Committee Secretary
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eputy Senate Leader

Senator Jonathan

Zwingina has said
that Nigerians should trust
the National Assembly on the
issue of third term, saying
federal legislators will not be
‘moved by monetary induce-
“ment to support any inimical
-policy.
- “I can assure you that no
senator would be moved by
any kind of inducement to
support any position, not in
consonance with the best
aspiration of this country;” he
said.

Senator Zwingina, who
spoke with newsmen during
an interactive session with
political editors of selected
“media establishments across
‘the country, also said the
third term issue was largely
“in the realm of speculation.

According to him, there
was no group, or individual
who can be pointedly asso-
ciated with the third term plot.

He said that the president
had not come out to state that
he wants a third term, and that

the president’s silence on the
1ssue has probably not given
.the proponents of third term
any solid foundation in their
agitations.

3" term: Nigerians should
trust senators —/wingina

By Emmanuel-eello,
Political Editor .
Similarly, Senator Udo
Udoma, corroborating Zwin-
gina, said it was not practi-
cable for the National Assem-
bly to oppose what existed in
the realm of conjectures.

He insisted that no sena-
tor has been approached on
third term and that legislators
cannot be made to support
what is unconstitutional.

In his own remarks, the
Senate Committee chairman
on Media and Publicity, Vic-
tor Udoma-Egba, said he was
prepared to swear by the Holy
Bible, as a practising Chris-
tian, that no one has asked him
to support a third term plot,
noting that the National As-
sembly is peopled by reason-
able and intelligent individu-
als who would not be swayed
by mundane inducement.

Similarly, Senator Zwin-
gina explained the situation
that led to the jettisoning of
the third term clause from the
sub-committee report. “We
asked how the three term of
four years entered the docu-
ment and no one raised his
hand. Was it a memo, or did it
come from a constituency? No

he Niger State govern
ment has appealed to
civil servants in the
state to exercise patience over
the government’s inability to
pay their salaries because of
the delay in the release of fed-
eral allocations.
Thé state’s Commissioner
i for Information, Alhaji Umaru
| Ragada, in an interview with
Daily Trust in Minna yester-
day, pleaded with the work-
' ers and the Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC) in the state
to bear with the government
' on the matter. :
| Daily Trust learnt that
| states rejected last monih’s
statutory allocations because
| ofthe deductions made by th=
. Presidency without their con-

one owned up to it, so we
said forget the reports. Let’s
take the 1999 Constitution to
the public for debate.”

The interactive session
held at the Zuma Hall of the
Rock View Hotel in Abuja,
was attended by political
editors of both electronic and
print media across the coun-

try.

Niger explains salary delay

ers would soon be paid their |

FromAideloje Ojo, ~ salaries as government was
Correspondent (Minna)* .  doing everything possible to
et —  solve the problem.

“We are not unmindful of
the hardship of the workers
as a result of the delay in re-

- ceiving the federal alloca-
tions,” he said.

The information commis
sioner said government ap-
preciated the understanding
of the workers and pleaded
for their patience and coop-
eration.

He assured that gover
ment would do its best t
cushiof, the effects of the
hardship caused by the prob
lem.

. The non-release of the al-
locations, it was learnt, had
caused severe hardship for
workers in Niger State whose
salaries have remained un-
paid. -

It was also learnt that ar-
rangements to borrow money
from banks to pay salaries to
workers were discontinued
because of government’s po-
sition that local government
workers should be paid along-
side the state workers.

But 2agada said the work-

The National Publicity Secretary of the Obasanjo Solidarity Forum, Mr.

Tunde Fagbohungbe (left), briefing journalists alor

the National Co-ordinator of the Forum, Alhaji Dauda Ibrahim and his deputy (North), Alhaji Fola Ashiru (right), durin

ceremony held at their office in Abuja...yesterday.

Pix: Joe Orove

and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

5. Chukwudi Agu
Aims and Objectives:

at large. ;

The general public is hereby informed that the above named body has applied toi
the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part ‘C’ of the C ompanies

1. Frank Nwaigwe - President
2. Jude Ude - Vice-President
3. Charles Obi - Secretary

4. Obinna Onyekaba - Treasurer

- Financial Secretary

.
1. To promote the lots of members through love and co-operation.
2. To maintain peace love and unity between and amongst members and the society

3. To uphold, protect and defend the positive interest of our Club

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar - General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M B. 189,
Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this publication.

SIGNED:
Secretary General

and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustées are:

worship.

GOD’S PRAISERS INTERNATIONALMINISTRIES

The general public is hereby informed that the above named body has applied to
the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part ‘C’ of the Companies

1. Elder Mrs. Precious Mbukpa - Visioner
_{2. Elder Eddie Okokon Mbukpa - Administrative Secretary
3. Evangelist Emmanuel Excellence Mbukpa - President
4. Evangelist Asher Anthony Mbukpa - Treasurer
5. Paster Moses Wisdom - Member
6. Deaconess Daughter Out - -do-
Aims and Objectives:

1. To preach the gospel of Christ to every creature, through praise and worship.
2. To organize crusades, seminers and praise/worship meetings.
3. To bring healifig and deliverance through the preaching of gospel via praise/

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar - General, [
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, PM B. 189,
Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this publication.

v

SIGNED: |

Secretary General - |

No. GS/2173

T
LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to notify the general public that the Certificatc of
Occupancy (C of O) belonging to Musa Bala Shelengwa
LAN/5040 was lost to Armed Robbers
sometime in Novermber 2005, along Garkida-Biu Road
Signed:
Musa Bala Shelengwa.

MINISTRY FOR DIVINE EMPOWERMENT
The general public is hereby informed that the above named organization has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for Registration under part “C” of
the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990
The Trustees are: .
1) Dr. (Mrs.) Sally N.A Bogunjoko 2) Prince (Pharmacist) Darlington C. Ani
3) Pastor Iyke Monye 4) Mrs. Grace Abosede Adekoya
5) Engr. lkenna Ujah 6) Dr. Femi Bogunjoko
7) Dr. (Mrs.) Nike Adeyemi
The Aims and Objectives: 2

1) To act as a praying ministry and teaching the word of God and
ministering to the needy to achieve divine empowerment.

2) To engage in activities aimed at alleviating poverty amongst the
poor and the less privileged: to wit; organizing trainings,
workshops’ seminars, and provision of micro credits to trained
participants.

3) To publish Christian magazines, tracts, newsletters and arrange
documentaries all aimed at empowering the needy, the poor, the
widows and the less privileged.

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B.
189 Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

SIGNED:
C. 0. AGASHIEZE & CO
Plot 13, Yaoundé Street
Wause Zone 6, Abuja.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL

TERRITORY, ABUJA

WHEREAS THE PERSON/PERSONS whose name is set out in the first column hereunder died intestate
on the date and place in the said column.
AND WHEREAS the person whose name and address is set out in the second column hereunder claimed
the relationship of the said d d and has applied to the above named court for the grant of letters of
Administration of the personal property. * v
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the said letters of administration be granted to such persons unless
“NOTICE TO PROHIBIT™ the grant thereof is filed in the Probate Registry of the dbove named court within
twenty one (21) days from the date of publication

EDULE
APPLICANTFOR GRANT
INSPECTOR UFOT DICK & AKPAN DICK
ANTIROBBERY PATROL DIVISIONAL
POLICE HEADQUARTER ZONE 3, ABUJA

ETUK DICK EKIM

NEPA POWER STATION CALABAR
DIED ON 4™ DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2000  THE BROTHERS
DATED AT ABUJA 1" DAY OF DECEMBER, 2005

SIGNED:
FOR: PROBATE REGISTRAR

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

This is to inform the general public that the original letter of Acknowledgement and
receipts of payment of ground rent of the follows plots obtained from AGIS are

missing

1 Mohammed Mumur Jaafaru
Plot 601, CD A04

New File No: 10247
0Old file No: KD220
Maryam Khadi (
Plot No. 130B CDCO0¢ |

New File NO. 10230

FOOD ACRICOM LTD with PA in f f Ch Diliora
Plot No644, CD B0O2

File NO. 14168 (MISC)

|if found return 1o plot 10 Gongola Street

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD MINISTRY
The general public is hereby informed that the above named Ministry has app
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part *C" of the Comp
iand Allied Matters Act, 1990
i The Trustees are:
i 1. Amaku Paul Obiyo
i 2. Jenifer Oparaku

- Founder

- Treasurer

i 3. John Kennedy Uche - Secretary
i4. Justice theanyichukwu - Legal Advicer
5. Harriet Oganno Anamelechi - Member

Aims and Objectives:

1. To spread the word of God

2. To organize crusades and fellowships

3. To have Church Services

4. To help the poor and needy e.t.c

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar - General,
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, PM.B. 189,
Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this publication.

SIGNED: _
TONY AZUATALAM

LOSS OF INTERNATIONAL
PASSPORT

The general public is hereby informed of the loss of an
international passport belonging to MR. FAHEED KASSIM |
ZAHRLDINE with Number 3037187 on the 30/12/05. The |
passport was issued in Abuja Syrian Embassy on the 6/12/2001
if found, please return to the undersigned or the nearest Police |
Station or the Syrian Embassy.

Signed: -
FAHEED KASSIM ZAHRLDINE
08034012767

| CHANGE OF NAMES

I, formerly know and called HAFSAT MUKHTAR, wish to be called MRS
HAFSAT AHMED KARAYE. All former documents remain valid. Nigerian |
School and NYSC take note

I, formerly known as MISS BENEDICTA EHIANRUWA OSAGIEDE,
wish'to be known as MRS. BENEDICTA EHIANRUWA OGIERIAKHI

former doeuments remain valid. UNIBEN, WAEC, NYSC to note
I, formerly known as MISS SIMNOM GYUK, now wish tobe »das MR
SIMNOM HARUNA GARBA. All former documents re d
Bello University (AB Zar N n Law School, Securities and Exc
{SE( nd the public to note
[, formerly"GRACE ULUNMA ONUKOGU, now known as MRS. GRAC(
National |

ULUNMA LINUS-AGUNNA, Former documents remain valid

R
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ye¢.and .on the
* of February precisely,
the Middle-Belt
(MBF) will meet once more
with states from the South-
east and South-South to

Forum

. fashion out strategies of se-

‘ g

curing political power in the
£ I

heated race for the soul of

2007. The hope, accordmg

to one of their chieftain 1s

=
ways ol ‘i‘:lil'l]‘.‘\‘-li’g

to find
the support of the South in
fighting the ecore North (or
€ far North, depending on
tone’s persuation) and en-
{suring that, if power ever
shifts to the North, it comes

to the Middle-Belt.
. But the persistent ques-
‘tions are leglbn among
‘which are: can the Middle
‘Belt trust the south? Con-
- versely, will the southern
‘regions, given their own
_;ambition, accept the
" Middle-Belt proposal of
wanting the presidency?
- Will there be betrayal as had
happened in the past? What

mistrust in the historical
development of the nation?
But, even more problematic,
is the definition of the con-
*cept itself.

Middle Belt and defini-
tions

A crisis of identity sud-

- denly springs up each time
. one attempts a definition of
the term: Middle Belt. As a

- geographical concept, it is
difficult to point to it on the
Nigerian map. Ethnically, the
people who occupy the area
called Middle-Belt consist of
all the groups in the North,
““Icomplete with the diversity
that characterized it. As a
religious concept;, there are
observers who believe that
the Middle-Belt is a Chris-
tian affair with Muslims
seen as the anti-thesis of the
concept. A

But in a recent interview,
: with Daily Trust second re-

nublic oo

ernor and st

wart of the Middle-Belt
movement, Chief Solomon
Lar said that the Middle-Belt
concept is not a religious
one. He traced the history
of the movement to the
Witlink commission that
worked on the minority 1s-
sue in Nigeria and observed
that it was this colonial body
that suggested a separate
state or entity for the smaller
swroups in the larger regions.
He went on to say that the

Middle-Belt is thus peopled

{ about the mutual hatred and -

By Emmanuel Bello,

R R N
oy minoriie

pressed 1 the b

of the «

Also

tions

de

have been patient for too

long and now wants to take

their rightful place.
Similarly, 1n a recent

Prof. Jerry Gana

views that the concept is
not a geographical reality,
Chief Lar showed on a map,
the various sites on the Ni-
gerian map that fall into the
Middle-Belt. He noted that,
when viewed dispassion-
ately, the Middle-Belt is ac-
tually the largest group in
the North.

Another chieftain of the
Middle Belt, Hon. John
Dara puts it differently. Ac-
cording to him, the Middle-
belt is the “minorities who
constitute the largest or
strongest group.”

It is this numerical
strength, he said, that the
Middle-Belt will harness to
achieve political gains. He

S IR 5 RSN

Middle-Belt movement,
Hon. Isaac Shehu said that
the movement is committed
to overthrowing the “feudal
oligarchy of the Hausa-
Fulani domination of the
central/middle belt people.”
He noted in strong terms,
that the region was not pre-
pared to play second fiddle
any more, observing that the
Middle-Belt is now prepared
to become its own master
in the scheme of-things.

Tarka and his descen-
dants

Leader of the United
Middle-Belt = Congress
(UMBC) late Senator Jo-
seph Tarka probably started

it all with his political party

which was-the most

nant political party of

ka, a flamboyant poli

1, popularized t

General Theophilus Danjuma

of freedom from northern
domination with acolytes
like Hon. Isaac Shahu be-
coming latter day crusaders
of the concept.

But it is a fact of history
that Senator Tarka, spent
the latter pan of his earthly
existence, working to en-.
trench the NPN, a political
party with northern flavour
as the dominant power in
the country. One wonders
if the late Tarka, were he
alive today will support the
reincarhation of his move-
ment.

Economic empower-
ment for political power

In their last meeting held

i the expansive hall of th

S—

“4 crisis of identity suddenly springs up each time one
attempts a definition of the term: Middle Belt. As a
geographical concept, it is difficult to point to it on the

Nigerian map. Ethnically, the people who occupy the area ,

called Middle-Belt consist of all the groups in the North,
complete with the diversity that characterized it. As a
religious concept, there are observers who believe that the
Middle-Belt is a Christian affair with Muslims seen as the
anti-thesis of the concept.”

s
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point - confronting - the

middle belt, according to

st of the speakers, is the

k of economic power.

They bemoaned the region’s
backwardness and blamed
it on years of not control-
ling central leadership. They
also blamed it on deliberate
policies skewed against the

people of the Middle-Belt. In

their views, economic
power will: naturally trans-
late into political strength,

and thus the region must
devote itself to acquiring
“wealth. S

But in his explanation of
the backwardness of the
middle-belt region, ace-poli-
tician and Plateau state born
Alhaji Ibrahim Ishyaku said
that the middle belt is its
worst enemy. He noted that

the reoion has hadits eolden

chance to change 1ts for-
tunes in the past, observing
that Gend®al = Yakubu
Gowon, (rtd) 1s a middle
better who became head of
state.

He contends that the
north has never denied the
middle belt any chance to
produce a central leader,
observing that military heads
of of
emerged from the middle
belt. He wondered why the
complains

state note have

region of

“see  as

1 Ly
cpance, ne i

& .
middle-betters t

(i

ay to cmpow

ay

and not in blamin;
Similarly, Alh

Dikko, who said

personal friend of latc Sena-

tor Josephdarka, lai

the middle belt leaders

asic

blaming them for not prop
erly interpreting historyv. He
termed as untrue the claim

that the middle belt people
were the heroes of the civil
war, saying that the victory
of the war joint effort of
northern military officers
and the rifle men of the
middle belt. He urged
present day leaders of the
region to remember that

- their relevance is tied up

with the larger north. Fur-
thermore, he said that the
late Sarduana of Sokoto, Sir
Ahmadu Bello never dis-
criminated against the

people of the so-called

middle belt. Rather, the late
premier was integrature in
his policies, he said, adding
that the middle-belt should
align with the rest of north.
According to him, the
sourth would never accept
the middle-belters as broth-
ers.

Alliances

But chieftain of the
middle belt continue to seek

new alliances. The latest is |
the south-south, whom they

‘co-victims of
marginalization. According
to one of the stalwart of the
movement who spoke to
Daily Trust in condition of
anonymity, said that they
hope to come to and under-
standing with the south-

The new stra
team up with the uth-

south/south eas

mand that power shift to
any of the other regions
apart from the south-wést
and North west. “Our hope
is that the south-south
south east will eventually
cede the chance to We

believe that power \

to the north. But
north, which is t il
belt,” he said. It
experiment.
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ALL NIGERIAN PEOPLES PARTY

NO. 46, KIYAWA ROAD, DUTSE, JlGAWA STATE.

~ RE: IGAWA: ANPP’S MANY LIES AGAINST GOVERNOR IBRAHIM SAMINU TURAKI
' SUSPENSION OF GOVERNOR IBRAHIM SAMINU
TURAKI: NO-GOING BACK

. |The attentic « of the Jigawa State ANPP has been
: publication in the DAILY TRUST of
Wednesdy, January 25, 2006 altegedly authored by
;-5 one Alhaji Muhammadu Murtala, a faceless candido
 |of no fixed address.

" | The ANPP Jigawa State wish to inform our esteemed
._-* members that its determination to ensure discipline
_ | within the rank and file of its members remain

| unshaken. |

* |Disciplinary measures taken after full investigation
* |into the grievous uncondoned anti-party activity

against the party, therefore cannot be reversed.

I | Weare happy that the national Sccretariat of our great

party has constituted a verification committee to
confirm series of anti party activities perpetrated by
Governor Ibrahim Saminu Turaki, culminating in the

| final carpet crossing from the party to the Peoples
| Democratic Party (PDP).

To add salt to injury, instead of addressing his offence
and seeking ways of appeasement, Turaki chose the
path of confrontation, sponsoring series of rantings
against the party.

|How on earth can a disciplined party member promote

disaffection within his party through wild allegation
and lies. Turaki’s suspension is conclusive, it was
arrived at after exhausting all constitutional due
processes of the party.

ANPP is an independent party not under the control
of any other political party therefore, when Turaki

decided to leave the party we are not t

o await for any |

instruction or announcement by his new party before |

taking action on his misdemeanors.
What we expect of the write-up is to come out clearly

and State whether he has truly decamped or not, rather
than brushing the issue aride.

We urge the loyal members of Jigawa State ANPP to
remain calm in the wake of series of confusing and
misleading publications by Saminu Turaki and his

| cohorts.

Take the forged PDP membership register published
in the Daily Trust of wednesday January, 25 2006 for
example.

We wonder what blinded their vision to put fhe
registration date at 1/10/05 a very irhportagt fpﬁblic
holiday in this country when the PDP did’ not hold
any registration exercise throughout thé country to

{
/
4

mark the national day.

The apparent alterations in the document where the |

column containing the particulars of the form were
forged by using small letters instead of capital letters
thereby casting doubt on its Authenticity.

A copy of the Authentic register with Turaki’s
membership NO is reproduced herewith for public
perusal.

Long Live ANPP
Long Live The Federal Republic of Nigeria

Signed:

l

Alhaji Shehu Mustapha Babura
Emel im C halrman
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Borno NDP leadershi

he gn’xrc teadership of
the National Deme
cratic Party (NDP) in
Borno State, including indi-
genes of the state holding
al party offices has re-

' signed from the party, as se-

nior woman politician Hajja

Kinna Ibrahim Bulama

and the

: former chairman of Maidugiri

i Mwetropolitan
- (MMC), Alhaji Kaka Boloriof
| the All Nigeria Peoples
' (ANPP) decamp to the
Peoples democratnc Party |

‘Why we moved against Etiebet, by Bafarawa

' ByHabecbl.Pindiga,
i

‘Ibrahim,

Council

Party

(PDP).

A letter addressed to the |
_i national chairman of the NDP
‘a copy of which was made |

available to Daily trust said | .
{-aggrieved party members

that the decision of the Bomo
leadership of the party to re-
sign “was taken after long and

state.”

From Abduliahi Bu:u
Maiduguri

Assistant Editor

fect.

The of the
NDP leadership may have fol-
also
Demo-

resicnation
lowed their decision to
move to the People’s

v {PDP) in the state.

P Athaji \dumllﬂrmnm
has written to the E

PDP Chairman, Alhaji Kolo
Bukar, informing him of the

“desire” of the NDP leader-

overnor Attahiru

Bafarwa of Sokoto -

state has said that

moved against the All Nige-
ria People’s Party (ANPP) na-

: : i “% | tional chairman, Chief Don
exhaustive deliberations with |

members of the party in the |

' against the party’s

The letter, signed by state |

chairman,
Secretary, A.D.

- Mohamined and the party’s
- gubernatorial candidate in the

B

2003 election, Comrade Zanna

Alhaji Adam

. Shettima, added that the res-

ignation is with immediate ef- |

Fcbruary 10 last Yt,d.r in the

Etiebet becausc they realised
that he had been working
interest.
Fielding questions from
newsmen in Abuja shortly af-
ter the faction led by retired
General Jeremiah Useni an-
nounced Etiebet’s ouster, the
governor said the embattled
chairman had refused to
implement the accord reached

ady, the chairman of

‘to move to the PDP.”
On part her, Hajja Kinna
Ibrahim Bulama, a former sena-
torial candidate of the ANPP
in Borno North senatorial
zone during the 2003 election

ship *

decamped to the PDP in a cer-
Tuesday at her
Mobbar local government

cmony oi
constituency.

Her decampment, along
with the former MMC chair-
man, and the developments

IV thhm the NDP in Borno State

Asszstanl Polmca! Edzror

- peak of the last crisis in the

party.

According to Bafarawa,

part of the truce was that

Etiebet would convene a na-*

tional executive committee
meeting to fashion ways of
moving the party forward.
This, the governor said,
was not done.
“Let me recall, if you can
remember there was a similar

~crisis in ANPP and we de-

cided that to move the party
forward, we should bury our
dmercncm Ata meetmg on

Ip resigns

is all interpreted to have im-
plications for the forthcoming
general clections in 2007.

It isnot clear how the new
decampees to the PDP would
fare within the party in the
state, but sources said that it
would be a Herculean task on
the PDP
various interests, which now

to try sort out the

seemed to fuse within 1t in
time for the new politicking
ahead.

February 10, 2005, it was
agreed that the chairman

should remain as chairman

and the deputy should remain
as deputy chairman. We
agreed on other major issues.

“But since then, no meet-
ing 'was convened to discuss
any issue. So how do you ex-
pect us to move forward? Last
year when we moved against
him, we were accused of at-
tempting to break the party.
But smce then no meaningful
progress has been achieved.

“What we are doing today
is an attempt to strengthen
the party.” He said.

Among those seen ai tht,

Iders in the three politi
- <

{ ¢al zones in Bauchi
slake are moving to rec-
oncile G vernor Ahmadu

‘7)m~;x aviation
,d am l\ A'rL ”I(la

Muazu a ]
minister,

Mu’az1 zad the former
minister u .0 bat:iiends.
until the recs it of the
Yuguda from t ernineat:

Yuguda’s k‘uppvu Is
accused the governor
ing behind the u\~nuns>acr':
travails.

The trouble-shooting
group, Daily Trust gathered,

had

- 1s made up of serving sena-
| tors, former and present min-
Listers from the state, re-
' \pegtud pohnuans and opin-

miceting of the Useni groupf
were the Scnate minority |

leader, * Senator
Shu’aibu;, House of Repre-

Lawal

sentatives minority leader. |
Aminu Tambuwal, a number .

of National Assembly mem- |
bers, some ANPP state chair- |

men and some national offic-

ers of the party.

ANPP is at present en-

meshed in leadership tussle.”
A group led by deputy na-
tional chairman (North) of the -
party, Useni had-announced
suspending Etiebet, but the
chairman dismissed this as a
futile action by political job-

bers.

’ uary 10, 2006

Bauchi efders
move to reconcile
Muazu, Yuguda

From Tashikalmah Hallah

(Corespondent) B

1 leaders.

Our correspondent gath-

. that the ide
L ¢ < ueetingwhich m
th: hcels ofielaims « ick
frc:. both sides was P
the : vwing tension among
riai - .pporters across the
state.

It w. s ulso learnt that
some o1 the elders ap-
proached > be part of the

peace team were said o be

enthusiastic over the mowe.
According to our source,

the initiators of the me

wWere
said to have been irke! by the |
fact that Muazu and Yuguda
were close friends who have
contributed to the develop-

ment of the statc and sull had
the potential of doing more.
One of the elders who :

~spoke to our correspondent

on condition of anonymity |
told Daily Trust that the |
group was vet to approach
any of them. :
The source said effort was®
being made to enlarge the
membership in order to com-
mand credibility and wait for |

- an effective result
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& SPORTEIVE T00E

, Africa Cup
of Nations

EGYPT 2006

GOALKEEPERS

i-Jean-Jacques Tizie
(Esperagge, Tunisia).. Born;
7.9.72. Caps: 20 Goals: 0. First
choice godikeeper, who made his
debut in a friendly m 1995 but
waited five years before his second
icap at the start of the 2002
: World Cup qualifying campaign.
‘Only African-based player in the
Ivorian squad at the Nations Cup.

23-Boubacar Barry
(Beveremn, Belgium). Bomn
30.12.79. Caps: 5 Goals: 0.
Second choice goalkeeper who
made a cameo at the
tournament as a substitute in the

Ivorian players at his Belgian club.
16- rd Gnanhouan
(Montpellier, France). Born

they lost 3-2 at home to
Cameroon in a World mC.:ﬁ

qualifier in L a
e September, 2
criticism for his performance.
Spent three seasons at Sochaux,

3-Arthur Boka (Racing
Strasbourg, France). Bomn
2.4.83. Caps: 18 Goals: 1.
his career at ASEC Abidjan’s
academy and was the first
wave of players to leave for
:Beveren in Belgium under the
‘tutelage of the Frenchman Jean-
:Marc Guillou. Won the French
:League Cup in May with Racing
Strasbour;

g
20-Guy Demel (Hamburg
SV, Germany). Born 13.6.81
Caps: 6 Goals: 0. Parisian-bomn
of Ivorian parentage, Demel has
spent most of his professional
career in Germany and has played
both in defence and midfield.
Made his first start for the
Ivorians in the group match
against Egypt on Jan. 28.
17-Cyrille Domeoraud
(Creteil, France). Born 22.7.71
Caps: 47 Goals: 0. Elder statesman
of the side who now provides
defensive cover and has made
only one appearance in Egypt.
Has played at major clubs like
Girondms Bordeaux, Olympique
Marseille, Inter Milan, Monaco
and Espanyol in Spain but is now
back with French Ligue 2 club
Creteil, where he began his
professional career in 1992.
21-Emmanuel Eboue
(Arsenal, England). Born
4.6.83. Caps: 8 Goals: 0 Started
his career as striker but now a
defender to watch for in the
future, forging a place at right
back during the Nations Cup
finals. Played in the 2004 Belgian
{Cup final and accumulated 70
‘appearances in three seasons at
:Beveren before moving to
:England.
- 6-Blaise Kossi Kouassi
(Troyes, France). Born 2.2.75
-Caps: 32 Goals: 0. Squad member
‘at four Africa Nations Cup finals
tournaments but made only one
appearance during the World Cup
qualifiers in 2005. Won the 1998
African Champions League with
ASEC Abidjan before a transfer
to Guingamp in France.
12-Abdoulaye Meite
(Olympique Marseille,
France). 6.10.80 Caps: 14 Goals:
0 French-born defender who
:vacillated about playing for the
‘Ivorian team despite several
:invitations before finally
forgoing hopes of playing for

#QlympigueMarseillc
.Jost to Valengciain th

- y
of more than a half a dozen

122.79. Caps: 6 Goals: 0. Last

Egypt’shomebrew tace Ivorian exports

ost nation Egypt will
attempt to win a record
fifth African Nations Cup

title when their team of home-
based players face Ivory Coast’s
impressive array of European
exports in Friday’s final.

The Egyptians, who on paper
possess only an average team,

have been swept to the final on a
wave of patriotic fervour after
overcoming initial scepticism
among their own | G

Ivory Coast, m vhile, have
got steadily better as the
tournament has worn on,

France in mid-2003. Played in
i 004 UEFA
Cup final in Gothénburg. :

4-Kolo Toure (Arsenal,
England). Born 19.3.81 Caps: 39
Goals: 1 Outstanding in defence
for the Ivorians at the Nations
Cup finals, which heralds the start

sidewbichsiq i inee.

eliminating any doubts about their
World Cup credentials as they
prepare for their first finals
appearance in Germany in June.
Almost uniquely in a
tournament where most players
ply their trade with foreign clubs,
19 of Egypt’s 23-man squad are
based locally, and the most
prominent of the four exports
will be missing from the final.
Tottenham Hotspur striker
Mido, who has scored only one
goal in the tournament, was
kicked out of the squad on
Wednesday for his tempestuous

the provincial side.to win the
league title in 2002 before moving

405 STRIKERS 5 orli b

of a busy year with Champions

League and

Won an

English premier leagu
ip medal in 2004

ng

World  Cup
commitments lying ahead of him.

later for FC Zurich. Scored the

first goal in the 3-1 win over Sudan
last October that booked the
Elephants” berth at the 2006
World Cup finals. :

7-Emerse Fae (FC Nantes,
France). Born 24.1.84 Caps: 9
Goals: 0 A winner of the world
under-17 championships in
Trinidad and Tobago with France
in 2001, Fae benefited from new
FIFA rules which allowed him to
change his international status.
Bomn in Nantes, Fac has played a
part in ali five of the Ivonans’
games at the Nations Cup finals
in Egypi.

i8-Siaka Tiene (St Etienne,
France). Born 22.2.82 Caps: 22
Goals: 0 Tiene was part of the
teenage ensemble that ASEC
Abidjan put out for a famous win
in the 1999 African Super Cup and
went on to win numerous league
and cup titles with the club.
Moved in 2003 to Mamelodi
Sundowns of South A frica and after
two seasons in Pretoria signed in
July for the French Ligue 1 side St
Etienne.

10-Gilles Yapi Yapo (FC
Nantes, France). Born 30.1.82.
Caps: 24 Goals: 2 Yapi Yapo
played for Nantes in the 2004
French League Cup final, where
he squandered a penalty in the

st-match shootout that Nantes
ost. A squad member for the
Ivorians at the 2002 African
Nations Cup finals in Mal, but
did not’see any game time in the
tournament.

19-Gneri  Yaya  Toure
(Olympiakes, Greece). Born

- 13.5.83. Caps: 9 Goals: 1.

Younger brother of Kolo Toure,
who 1s also originally from the
ASEC Abidjan academy and then
the Belgium club Beveren, but
now competing for Greek
champions Olympiakos. An
imposing midfielder, his elder
brother Kolo often says of him:
“He is much better than me”.
5-Didier Zokora (St
Etienne, France). Born 14.12.80
Caps: 34 Goals: 0 Highly rated
defensive midfielder linked in
recent months with a possible
move to several major European
clubs including Manchester
United. Zokora joined Belgium’s

27
- most ex]

15-Aruna Dindane (Racing

Lens, France). Born 26.11.80.
Caps: 32 Goals: 10. Has returned
to France after being ruled out of
the tournament with a calf injury.

~Made his national team debut at

the age of 19 and played at the

~ 2002 African Nations Cup finals
- in Mali. =
11-Didier Drogba (Chelsea,

E d). Born 11.3.78. Caps:
: 21. Formerly Africa’s
ive footballer, who

cost Chelsea 24.0 million pounds

$41.85 million) when he moved

om Olympique Marseille in
2004. His goal ratio for the
Ivorians has Eeen the catalyst for
their elevation into first-time
World Cup finalists, scoring nine

reaction to being substituted in the
2-1 semi-final win over Senegal.

Mido, who has also been
banned from the team for six
months, was involved in a furious
row with coach Hassan Shehata
as he left the field in the 78th
minute.

Shehata, who took part in three
Nations Cup tournaments as a
player, was proved right as Mido’s
replacement, Amr Zaki, headed
the winner three minutes later.

Zaki, who plays for ENPPI,
could be rewarded with a place in
Friday’s starting line-up.

Made .. only . substitute
appearances for the Elephants in
the 2006 World Cup qualifying
campaipn but'started thre€gimes
at the tournament in Egypt.

. 14-Bakary Kone (Nice,
France). Born 17.9.81. Caps: 12
Goals: 3. Scored within 16
minutes of coming on for his
international debut and has a role
now as a substitute striker off the
bench to replace either Drogba
or Arouna Kone. He was named

-as the best player in France’s Ligue

2 after 24 goals in 35 matches
for Lorient in the 2004-05

- season, moving up to Ligue 1 with

Nice in July.

22-Christian Koffi Ndri (Le
Mans, France). Born 4.6.83.
Caps: 6 Goals: 0 Made a
surprisingly quick recovery from
a horror car smash in the off
season and is now pushing for a

a'an captain Ahmed Hassan, right, vies or an aerial ball with
Senegalese Frederic Mendy during Nations Cup semi final in Cairo

goals in the 2006 World Cup
qualifying campaign.

8-Bonaventure Kalou
(Paris St Germain, France).
Bom 12.1.78 Caps: 44. Goals: 10.
Former captain of the Ivorian side
and among its most influential
players, adept both in attack and
midfield. He was bought from
ASEC Abidjan’s academy by Dutch
club Feyenoord, where he spent
six seasons and in 2002 won the
UEFA Cup.

9-Arouna Kone (PSV
Eindhoven, Netherlands). Born
11.11.83 Caps: 13 Goals: 2.
Striker who has carved a high
profile for himself at the Nations
Cup finals and from whom much
is expected at the upcoming

Racing Genk in 2000 and helped  World Cup finals.

regular place in the Ivorian
starting line-up after not
participating in last year’s World
Cup qualifiers. Moved from ASEC
Abidjan to Beveren in 2003 and
then Le Mans at the start of the
season.

Egypt squad

GOALKEEPERS
1-Essam Al Hadari (Al Ahli).
Born 15.1.73. Caps: 61 Goals: 0.
Has produced several
outstanding performances in the
Nations Cup tournament to help
his side to Friday’s final. Was in
the squad when Egypt last won
the event in 1988 but did net play
in the tournament in Burkina
Faso.
_16-Abdelwahed El Sayed

~ roleas Al Ahli won the

The other recognised forwards
still in the 3quad are Al Ahli’s
Emab Moteab and 39-year-old
Hossam Hassan of Al Masry, one
of three survivors in the squad
from Egypt’s last title in Burkina
Faso in 1998.

In contrast, Ivory Coast’s
attack will be led by one of the
world’s most expensive and high-
profile players, Chelsea striker
Didier Drogba.

Unlike Mido, Drogba, who
emigrated to France as a five-
year-old, has been an inspiration
for his side, scoring three of their
six goals.

(Zamalek). Born 36.77
21 Goals: 0. Played pre 3
the 2002 Nafions Cgtfp finals in
Mali'but hds‘been third' choice af,
this ‘tournament. A-winner of the
2002 African Champions League
with Zamalek.

23-Mohamed Abou Moncef
(Zamalek). Born 6.2.77. Caps:
5 Goals: 0. One of two

"goalkeepers from the same club

in Egypt’s squad. Made his
international debut five years ago
but has played only
intermittently.

2-Ahmed El Sayed (Al Ahli).
Bomn 30.10.80. Caps: 1 Goals: 0
Captain of Al Ahli as they won
ions League
lastt November with his
petformanc&swm%g acall-
up to the Nations Cup. Chosen
because club team mate Emad El
Nahas was injured. 3-Mohamed
(Al Ahli). Born
1.10.83

.83 Caps: 11 Goals: 0. Injured
for much of the second half of
2005 but came back for a cameo

! “4-Ibrahim

Born 16.10.79 Caps:.
A surprise choice by coach Hassan
back to the =
in December after almost four
years out. Enjoys an image as one
of the ‘bad boys’ of Egyptian
football, sent home from the
2002 Nations Cup finals in Mali
for disciplinary reasons.
S-Abdelzaher El Saqqa
Konyaspor, Turkey). Born
0.1.74 Caps: 100 Goals: 3 The
latest Egyptian player to break
the 100-cap mark with his
?ppearance in Tuesday’s semi-
inal. Played in the side that won
the 1998 Nations Cup title in
Burkina Faso.
7-Ahmed Fathi (Ismaili).
Born 10.11.84. Caps: 28 Goals: 0
Was the first choice right-back
soing into the tournament but lost
is place after a poor
gr)t;rformance in the last warm-up
riendly against South Africa on
Jan. 14. Made his debut for Egypt
a month after his 18th birthday
and is competing at his Nations
Cup finals.
3-Tarek El Sayed
(Zamalek). Born 9.10.78. Caps:
41 Goals: 5
Competing in his third
successive  Nations  Cup
tournament but has made just one
start. A flying left back who is
also a past winner of the African
C hamSions League with Zamalek
in 2002.
20-Wael Gomaa (Al Ahli).
Born 3.8.75. Caps: 39 Goals: 0
Uncompromising central
defender, who has played in all
five of E%y t’s matches en route
to the final. His achievements also
include two previous Nation52 %3g

finals appearances and a
African Champions Cup winners’
medal.

MIDFIELDERS

6-Hassan Mostafa (Al Ahli).
Born 20.11.79 Caps: 20 Goals: 0

Hard-working midfielder whise
role at the tournament has been
as a second-half substitute. Made
debut in late 2003 but then was
not picked again until a year later,
when Hassan Shehata took over
as coach.

8-El Moataz Mohamed
Salama (Zamalek) Bomn
9.11.84 Caps: 0 Goals: 0 Brought
into the squad one day before the
tournament started ‘as a
replacement  for Racing
Strasbourg midfielder Hosni Abd

=F

9 Goals: 2

Rabou. Helped his club
in last year’s African Ci
League semifinals.

11-Mohamed Shawki ¢\
Ahli). Born 5.10.81. Cap 4
Goals: 3'\Has: taken!fine ve:
and out of the squad b¢
establishing himself as the team’'s
key defensive midfielder

Scored against Cameroon both
home and away in the 2006 World
Cup qualifiers.

12-Mohamed Barakat (Al
Ahli). Born 7.9.76 Caps: 60
Goals: 8 Voted best African player
of 2005 by the BBC after playing
a staring role in November’s
African Champions League
triumph. Former Egyptian
footballer of the year, started
career at Ismaili, and has also
pla{ed in Qatar and Saudi Arab.,

7-Ahmed Hassan

g!eﬁktls, 'lhr?ly). Bom 2.5.75 |
s: 16. Scored |
’s second goal in the 1998 |

aps: 117 Go:

Nations victory against

- South Africa and four at the

current tournament. This is

Hassan’s sixth Nations Cup

tournament where he is captain

of the team.

-18-Samir Sabri (ENPPI).

Born 13.1.80 Caps: 3
osmi

clul
runners-up in the Egyptian league
last season and play in this year’s
African Champions League. '
22-Mohamed Aboutrika (Al |

side who were surprise

Ahli). Born 7.11.78. Caps: 28
Goals: 9 Star of Al Ahli’s African
Champions League winning side
last year and has&layed a pivotal
role for Egypt at the Nations Cup
Scored five goals in his first six
internationals, but did not score
again for 11 games.
STRIKER
9-Hossam Hassan
Masry). Born 10.8.66. (
Goals: 71. Legend of the
game, playing in a 1
equalling seventh Nations
tournament at the age of 39
won all the major honou
African football, except
African Footballer of the Y
award.
10-Emad Moteab (Al Ahli).
Born 20.2.83 Caps: 19 Goals: 10
Had an excellent start to his
international career, scoring
seven goals in his first eight games
and has contributed three more
at the Nations Cup finals. Scored
six goals as his club won last ycar's
African Champions League title
14-Abdelhalim
(Zamalek). Born 24.10.73 Caps
41 Goals: 9. Has made only a
substitute appearance in his third
Nations Cup finals'appearance. A
Eormeg Champions L}c;:;lu and
yptian championship winner
w%thpZamalek. ;
15-Mido = (Tottenham
Hotspur, England). Bomn
23.2.83 Caps: 43 Goals: 17

(Al
ns: 168
I

A in

=

Expelled from the squad on |

Wednesday after a confrontation
with coach Shehata when he
taken off in Tuesday’s semif
win over Senegal. Scored o1
debut for Egypt, and played i
two previous Nations Cup finals
19-Amr Zaki (ENPPI). g
1.4.83 Caps: 22 Goals: 14. Zaki's
goals took unfashionable ENPPI
to second place in the 2005
Egyptian league. Scored
trick against Benin in the b
World E‘up qualifiers last ye:
21-Ahmed Eid Abdelmalek
(Harras El Hodoud). Born
15.5.80 Caps: .9 Goals: 2 Plays
for coach’s Hassan Shehata’s club
who are based in Alexandria
not made any appearances ¢
Nations Cup finals in Egypt

\as

Goals: 0 |
Hosni

:




Eagles

isappointed by the
i dismal outing of the
Super Eagles at Tlie-

_sday’s semi-finals of the Nat-
ions Cup in Egypt, soccer fans
in Abuja have called for a

Quster:

probe into the circumstances
that led defeat of the Eagles
by the Ivorians.

A cross section of fans
who spoke to the News Age-
ncy of Nigeria (NAN) in Ab-
uja blamed both the players

N .
and the technical crew for the
unimpressive performance,
which ended the country’s
dream of winning the coveted
trophy.

Mr Joseph Kola, an

rians call for

insurance broker said he was
shocked by the way the
Eagles played through out
the encounter and said: “the
players were just too casual
as if nothing was at stake”.
Kola said he was not

C’wealth Trials: 700 athletes converge in Abuja

bout 700 local athletes
are expected in Abuja
for the 17th Mobil

Track and Field Champion-
ships, preparatory to the

Commonwealth Games in
Melbourne, Australia, next
month. ‘

The championship is
billed to hold between Feb. 9
and Feb. 11 at the main bowl
of the National Stadium,
' Abuja.

The Chief Coach, Athletic

Lagos Office:

SA,

\'4

Tel:

e

Off Adetokunbo Ademola Street
Victoria Isiand Lagos - Nigeria

Federation of Nigeria (AFN),
Ms Amelia Edet, told the Ne-
ws Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
in Abuja that the athletes
would later be joined by their
foreign-based counterparts.

“The three-day event is
meant to prepare our athletes
for the games and it is open
to all our athletes wishing to
exhibit their talents,” Edet
said.

She said that the annual
event, which usually holds in

June was shifted backwards
to enable the federation make
final selection for the coun-
try’s flag bearers in athletics
at the games.

She told NAN that AFN
had made adequate arrang-
ements to ensure a hitch free
competition.

About 42 track and field
events would be competed
for. About N7.5 million cash
prizes is up for grabs at the
championship sponsored by

ExxonMobil.

NAN correspondents
covering the championship,
report that AFN

technical officials were
seen putting finishing touc-
hes to the tracks and field.

Some athletes, who have
arrived from various states
and the FCT were also seen
practicing for the champion-
ship at the stadium’s practice
pitches.
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surprised that the team, lost
at the end because the oppo-
nents were more serious and
determined.

“The coach needs to tell
us why he decided to use Nw-
ankwo Kanu at the beginning
of the match, when Jay Jay
Okocha was okay,” he said.

Abdullahi Shuaibu a
sports analyst corroborated
Kola’s claim and called on the
sports ministry to organise a
stake holders forum to unr-
avel the circumstances leadi-
ng to the poor outing.

Abdullahi said the coach
appeared to have been conf-
used into using a faulty form-
ation for the team, adding his
refusal to change the system
after the first half created
more problems.

Hassan Sarkin-ruwa,

probe

another fan said coach A
stin Eguavoen must resigr
adding that defeat was
pointer to the fact that Nige
had an urgent need to secur
the services of a foreign
coach.

Sarkin-ruwa said
country must abandon its
plan of using local coaches
it intended to continuc
making impact in internation:
football.

He called on the sports
ministry to start the process
of getting a new foreign
coach.

But Musa Shehu, a
commercial motorcyclists,
said the team should not be
blamed for the poor outing
attributing the problem to
luck.

Tel: 09-2348176, 2348177, 08034020106
E-mail: ipmiabuja@ibtc.com

Tel: 084-574725, 462883, 08034020107
E-maii: ipmiph@ibtc.com

Facsimile: 01-2716021:2
E-mail pensignmanagers@ibic,com
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Don’

eactions have

- continued to pour in

v following The Super
Eagles failure to make it past
the semi-finals of the on-
going Nations Cup in Egypt.
The teams’ coordmator

Daily Trist

'EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN NATIONS CUP
t cry over spilt milk
-Eagles co-ordinator

Sumonu Bello Osagie was on
live to sports radio 88.9 Brila
fm Wednesday morning.

He described it as very
unfortunate adding that the

officials and players were not

Eagles get World.
Cup 2010 backing

i hough they were
: bundled out of the
! Africa Nations Cup at

‘the semi final stage by Cote,
d’ Ivoire, the Super Eagles
thave been tipped to become
‘the continent’s top team at the
2010 World Cup in South
Africa, Nigeriansportson-
‘line.com can report.

This verdict is coming
from highly revered sports
journalist Mark Gleeson, who
is in Egypt covering the 25th
Africa Nations Cup for a
number of print and electronic
media organisations.

Gleeson, a South African
and regarded as an encyclo-
pedia on the African game
‘told Nigeriansportsonli-
ne.com:

“It was rather disappoin-
‘ting that your Super Eagles
‘lost to the Elephants of Ivory
Coast.

“But then this Nigerian
team carries a lot of hope for
‘the future.

“These Eagles are a you-

Eguavoen

ng bunch of talented players
and from what I’ve seen here
they will be leading Africa’s
challenge for the World Cup
in2010.

“With the World Cup
coming to Africa for the first
time then, ifthere is an African
team to win it then it is this
Eagles team.

“They have shown a lot
of promise at this Nations
Cup.”

Senegal s Henri Camara, rtght is challeaged by Egypt’s

proud of the situation. He

. also informed Nigerians that
- alot went wrong with the side

“We knew we had the

. boys who could do the job
buta lot went wrong with the

boys ,things that we could not
explain we should however
stop crying over spilt milk and
focus on the third place match
Thursday against Senegal.”
Bello- Osagic said the

there were series of meetmgs

ambawa b

Y\ ports Minister Samaila
Sambawa has lifted the
spirits of the Super
Eagles ahead of yesterday’s
Nations Cup third-place

L | match against Senegal here in

Cairo as he got the NFA to
pay them 50 per cent of their

: - win bonus for losing to Cote

d’Ivoire while the Eagles

. stars who lost money at their

hotel rooms were refunded

Mido makes

gypt striker Mido has
apologised for his
touchline row with

coach Hassan Shehata in the
semi-finals of the African Cup
of Nations.

Talking on an Egyptian
television channel a day after
the incident he apologized to
the public and the coach.

“T want to apologize to all
the fans and to my coach and
[ hope that nobody is still up-
set with me,” he said.

“ just wanted to play and
be part of this great accompli-
shment. Yes, I made a mistake
and | accept the punishme-
nt.”

Mido’s reaction to being
substituted against Senegal

has seen him thrown out of

the squad and told he will not
be picked for six months by
Egypt.

“The thing is I haven’t
insulted the manager,” he told

i BBC Radio Five Live.

“I said why, why are you

i always changing me? He’s
i not that professional that he

came to argue with me.”
Mido’s replacement Amr

. Zaki went on to score the win-
i ner against Senegal and book
. Egypt’s spot in Friday’s final

against Ivory Coast.

Asked if he was sorry for
his actions, Mido added: “I
feel sorry for the fans, all the
Egyptian people because
they wanted me to play the
final.

“I wanted to play the final
because I wanted to win the
tournament and I wanted to
share the moment with my
team-mates. :

“A lot of people will feel
sorry for what has happened
and I do as well as it’s really
disappointing.”

Mido, who believes his
punishment was an overrea-
ction, did not rule out playing
under Shehata again but
insists he will now concent-

—oin o beina tn haln chih cide

. heart_out,”

promptly.

Sambawa had dinner with
the squad at the Movenpick
Hotel in the Giza area near the
famous pyramids and really
got the players in battle mood
when he announced these
handsome cash rewards.

. “I’m ready to play my
said midfielder
Wilson Oruma, who was paid
the 6,000 US dollars he lost to

Tottenham to qualify for
Europe.

“All ’'m thinking about
now is that I want to forget
about what happened here,”
he added.

“1 ‘want to.come back to

*1.ondon and train with my Tot-
tenham team-mates: | want to
score goals and win games
with Spurs and qualify for Bur-
ope.

The decision of Egypt’s
football authorities has not
received the support of key
players who believe he has
been treated harshly.

“My own feeling is that
the decision was out of pro-
portion. We needed Mido in
this game,” said striker Hoss-
am Hassan, who had to rest-
rain Mido during the alterc-
ation with Shehata.

“I have known him since
we were kids, he’s just eager
to play.

“He tried to apologise for
what happened but the FA

people made the problem
bigger. Mido is not the only -

one to lose out - it’s the whole
team, the fans and the Egyp-
tian Football Association.

“People might think 'm
wrong but I’ve seen that hap-
pen with other big players
who got upset.

We’ve made a problem for
ourselves and I'm not happy
with this decision,” said 39-
year-old Hassan, Africa’s
most capped international
player.

Mohamed Barakat, the
reigning BBC African Footb-
aller of the Year, shared Hass-
an’s feelings.

“The fact that he is not
here is making us weaker. But
we have to accept that Mido
is not going to be here.

“We have to be self-suffi-
cient and any player who repl-
aces him has to do the busi-
ness.

“We are all frustrated bv

after the match adding that
they had a long night.

As a parting shot Sumonu
Bello-Osagie called on Niger-
ians to put heads together and
reflect on how to find a way
forward for the Super Edgles

thieves at the team’s hotel in
Alexandria.

“I never expected to get
the money back but the
Minister really took me by
surprise.”

Coach Austin Eguavoen
picked up the bonuses of the
players late Wednesday at
the Marriot Hotel in Cairo,
which serves as headquarters
for the NFA.

Sambawa said he was

this, we need Mido because
he can play anywhere on the
pitch.

“We have Hossam Has-
san, Emad Moteab and Amr
Zaki and if Allah wills it we
will win the*Nations Cup,
whether Mido is here or not.”

Giving an insight into
events behind the scenes,
Barakat added: “Mido said ‘I
want to stay with the squad
to the end - don’t exclude me,
even if I made a mistake.’.

“It was a nice thing for
him to have said. For me, what
happened yesterday was out
of jealousy and love.

“Even if he was a bit out
of line, it was just a clarific-
ation between him and the
coach.”

Although defender Wael
Gomaa admitted that Mido’s
~anthnret wace nnaccentable.

Mido was apologetic after the show of shame
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oosts Eagles

‘excited with the response of
the players.

“They are ready to go and
et at least a bronze medal
rom this tournament,” he

said.

“We were already think-

ing of the final, forgetting th

we will have to beat Cote
d’Ivoeire in the semifinal and
that was what cost us the
game on Tuesday.”

public apolog)

“he felt it was Mido’s passion

for the team that was respon-
sible for his bad behaviour

“I think Mido was wrong
in what he did. But Mido 1s
still young and he is not exp-
erienced.

“He wants to be on the
field and wants to score goals
but his behawour is not go-
od.”

Gomaa said the Egyptians
were fortunate to overcome
the conflict and beat Senegal
in what was a keenly conte-
sted encounter.

“In my mind I thought we
will lose after something like-
this. But thank God for the
win. It was a very difficult
moment but that’s football.”

Egypt, four-time winners
of the African Cup of Nations,
are seeking an unpreced-
ented fifth title on Friday

——
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gnrgantuan national malady 1n other words, cor-

thrives so strongly in this countrybaausethepeople
themselmmpprove of it, and consider it an unpardonable sin
for their pohtmal leaders to be honest.
Since no serious nation can allow its house to be erected
on a foundation of such corruption, however, what we are see-
ing today is only serving us early warning that we all have to
rise up as a united national community to give serious battle

to this corruption epidemic. Itis a battle which is too big for

us to leave to the Obasanjo Administration 2lone to pros-
ecute, and no amount of appeals to primordial and unreason-
able instincts must be allowed to distract us from calling a
thief a thief. Even in spite of themselves, the pcople of Nigeria
must be made to accept the cold fact that bein ¢ led by thieves

is an anathema to all decent human socwtit s. Itis not our
leaders alone who are corrupt. We, their follosvers are equally

— corrupt too, and we have no other option bt to purge our
leaders as well as ourselves of this self-destructive malady.
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Blasphemy A new deﬁmng momentf

| George W. Bush, US President

newspapers had merely drawn just an ordmary cartoon of

the Holy Prophet of Islam [SAW], it would have been
enough to outrage the feelings of all Muslims and, hopefully,
that of all religious people of goodwill, the world over. And
there would have been demonstrations and loss of lives. As it
was, this time the insult was double.

The Holy Prophet [SAW] was depicted in a doubly most
obscene and most objectionable way as a terrorist. And going
by the protests that swept portions of the Muslim World,
people who know would probably say that, in view of the
gravity of the provocation, the reaction had been surprisingly
mild. But instead of accepting this fact and going on to look
for the right solutions from that standpoint, the West is once
again pushing its head into the sand.

‘ If the Danish inlands—Posten and, in its wake, European

As I write this piece, Imam Ahmad Abu Laban, an Imam of a
Copenhagen mosque is being made the sacrificial lamb in the
matter by the Danish government of Prime Minister Anders
Forges Rasmussen. According to the government, it was Abu
Laban who must take the blame for all the riots going on,
because he had travelled to the Middle East to incite his two-
billion strong brethren to take a stand in the matter of the
cartoon blasphemy.

And for the government of the United States of America,
what is happening was not the spontaneous reaction of an
Ummah that_had been wounded, but the calculated plot of
some countries trying to use the occasion for their own pur-
poses. According to US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice,

- “Syria and Iran have gone out of their way to inflame senti-

ments.”

This attitude is an even bigger and more gratuitous insult to
Muslims than the cartoons themselves. Certainly, Muslims
don’t need anyone to go round inflaming their passions when
the honour of the Holy Prophet is assaulted. But suppose Iran
and Syria did in fact incite and inflame sentiments, why
shouldn’t they? It is a religious duty for them to do so, even if
the Americans do not like it.

When on February 14, 1989, Imam Khomeini [quddisa sirruh
al-sharif] passed the sentence of death in absentia on Indian-
born Salman Rushdie, author of The Satanic Verses, he was
performing a religious duty:

“I give the glad tidings to proud Muslims all over the world
that the author of the book, The Satanic Verses, which is op-
posed to Islam, opposed to the Most Noble Messenger and
against the Holy Qur’an, and everybody involved in the book’s
publication who is aware of its contents, is hereby condemned
to death. I challenge all Muslims to execute these persons
wherever they may be found.”

And if they were to look the length and breadth of the earth
in search of the true Muslim who was opposed to the Imam in
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his fatwa, they would not find him. No doubt, given the choice,
Muslims would prefer that the world went to blazes than that
the honour and sanctity of the Holy Prophet [SAW]. or that
of Jesus Christ [AS] or, for that matter, that any ' of God's
prophets be violated. For peace to reign in the world. people
must accept that Moses [AS], Jesus [AS] and Muhammad
[SAW] must at all times be deserving of, and receiving, re-
spect and adoration and be above this type of disrespectful
caricaturing.

In several countries in the Middle East, the protests against
the cartoons ended with the symbolic burning of flags. This
time, the flags of Denmark, the United States of America. even
though the Americans had offered a half-hearted support to
the Muslims and the other half to the Danes, aqg the flag of
Isracl were burnt. Why? 8

Of course, the We: Id never underihgl what was
happening and what would continue to happen ift the Muslim
World and the relationship between it and the Muslim World
until it properly understood what Zionism had done 1o the
West itself—and especially the cultural and moral conse-
quences that had resulted from the Zionist assault on reli-
gious values.

And ultimately, therefore, the West must make a choice
between its current position of sponsoring, protecting and

- underwriting Zionism in the name of progress or the advance-

ment of democracy and the chance to live in peace and har-
mony with the Muslims of the world. While for Muslims, Zi-
onism includes matters relating to Israel, the Middle East con-
flict and related misfortunes, it is by no means limited to that.
It is indeed a much vaster concern.

Nowadays, the most objectionable harvests of cultural Zi-

~ onism have been indigenised by the West. After the period of

colonialism, we have been made to enter the era of globalisation
in which we are expected to trade our spiritual values for eco-
nomic development. In the name of the freedom of expres-
sion, they corrupt the morality of the world; and in the name
of the freedom of conscience, they fight the basis of religion
and deny its claims on man. These false freedoms, what are
they worth? What does it profit anyone if divine personalities
are insulted? :

Muslims do not know which god legislated that the free-
dom of expression, for instance, is a more important value
than the sanctity of Messengers of God. Even in the Christian.
way from which the West has sprung and which it falsely
claims to follow, blasphemy is well recognised. In the Old
Law, the blasphemer was punished by death. “The man that
curseth His God, shall bear his sin: And he that blasphemeth
the name of the Lord, dying let him die: all the multitude shall
stone him, whether he be a native or a stranger. He that
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, dying let him die™
[Leviticus 24:15-16].

Lord Scarman of the British House of Lords said at the
Whitehouse prosecution: “Every publication is said to be
blasphemous which contains any contemptuous, reviling, scur-
rilous or ludicrous matter relating to God, Jesus Christ, or the
Bible, or the formularies of the Church of England, as by law
established...” This is a provision of the law that must be
extended to all other faiths if their so-called interfaith
roundtables are really serious about religious peace in the
world. The way forward does not lie in the repeal of this law
but in its general application to cover other non-Christian
faiths.

A recent report of the House seems to indicate much the
same. It says: “The law of blasphemy is discriminatorv. It
prevents (say) a Muslim from speaking about the sacred cati-
ties of Christianity in ways that would not be criminal if a
Christian were to speak in similar terms about Islam. This vie-
lates Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination) taken toge
with Article 10, unless an objective and rational justific
for the difference in treatment can be shown. Furthermore
failure to protect a Muslim against abuse ofhis religion might
also violate Article 14 taken together with Article 9. Although
the European Commission rejected an application bascd o
Article 14 taken together with 9 in the “Satanic Verses” case
that predated the heightened respect for protection agamst
abuse shown by the Court in Otto-Preminger Institur snd
might not be decided in the same way-today.

Right here at home, it will appear that the right steps have

been taken, and I must commend the Christian Association of
Nigeria, CAN, for its decision to forcefully come out in sup-
port of Muslims and in total condemnation of the blasphcmy

It takes not a little courage to overcome all this peri
acrimony between them and Muslim groups and sta
the truth favourable to an erstwhile opponent. T
might also be indicative of CAN’s realisation that onc
against one divine sanetity is an attack against all dix
tities.

Many of us, for instance, were very sad that the
details of Martin Scorcese’s film, The Last Temptati <
Cont. on P 9




