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Industrial Action by 
oil workero plungo 
Petroleum Resources 
Department into 
knotty problems, o o

Angolan Ambassador to
Nigeria, Brito
Sozinbo sayo Savimbi, 
American-backed rebel 
stands for death. o » o ,

The Global economic 
recession has plunged 
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doldrums 000,00000
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Hard Times Force 
nomen to become humQir" 
cormelo to make ends 
meet, ooooooooooooooo.

COVER: Shehu Musa Yar’Adua is a soldier 
turned politician. As a soldier he knew how to 
carry his troops to war front without losing a 
single soul. The feat, not attributable to his milit­
ary prowess or fervour but to his inexhaustible 
tactical abilities.

Musa thinks without good, solid financial base, 
influence expeciafly in politics will be a farce and 
so he ventured into business. The success in bus­
iness is not due to his darling all over the world 
but his enterprising and business wizardry.

Yar’Adua as a politician wields power, has 
money and commands respect. He is a political 
percolator in the political sand of Nigeria. Musa 
is a kingmaker. He is a great political schemer, 
strategist and tactician. No other person is more 
powerful and influential politically as he is: Who­
ever gets his blessing gets victory and smiles away 
with success, whoever gets his wrath, his frown 
gets cursed, loses everything.

Musa is no doubt the most single powerful 
politician who has himself in his own power. A 
political power broker who possesses organising 
and executive ability in deciding quickly and get­
ting somebody at the right time, in the right place, 
and in the right way to do the right thing for him. 
His political accuracy surpasses any intelligent 

sage. His political admiration transcends religi­
ous bounds, ethnic chauvinism and geo-political 
divide.

Breaking Musa’s influence is an herculean task, 
a feat that seems impossible, at least for now. All 
hail political bulldozer, political builder and de­
stroyer. maker and spoiler.
,»»»»»*»*♦♦»♦»*♦**»»♦♦»**♦♦♦»»♦»»*»»»******

Professor Anya 0. Anya is a distinguished, 
world acclaimed scholar. A genius in the field ol 
science. He combines scholarly erudition with 
political economy philosophy. The National Merit 
Award winner is however, sad that Nigeria is still 
backward in scientific and technological develop­
ment. He is sad that mediocres occupy vital pos­
itions and that explains why the country is still 
lagging behind. Over politicization of everything 
especially in education contributes in no small 
way to the nation's still-search for a direction. 
The reason academic guru believes is responsible 
for decay in educational system.
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In Abuja, Yar'Adua 
humiliated the 

Kingibe group, the 
Nzeribe group, eleven 

governors, buried 
the PSP faction and 

forced Abiola to 
support his 

(Yar'Adua's) candidate 
for chairmanship.
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r=z —L t was after the SDP National Convention in Jos that we decided to 
do a story on Shehu Musa Yar'Adua. But we weren’t going to write on Yar'Adua s 
powers or how he gradually became "General SDP."

After the convention, we felt it was time to present Y'ar'Adua in a different light. 
Like from Yar'Adua the all powerful to Yar'Adua the loser.

We had our reasons. For the first time since the retired army Major General 
floated the defunct People's Front. PF. which along with the defunct PSP gave 
birth to SDP. Yar'Adua lost an election — in Jos.

His candidate. Abubakar Atiku. lost the presidential primaries to MKO Abiola 
and Baba Gana Kingibe. That was humiliating to the Yar'Adua group which to 
save its face, quickly backed Abiola to win.

Now, we felt that with Atiku's defeat, time 
was ripe to do a story on the neutralization 
of the Yar'Adua factor.

But Yar'Adua spoilt our story when he 
bounced back at tl re reconvened SDPCon­
vention in Abuja, installing virtually every 
member of the New SDP National Execu­
tive, thus getting himself firmly in a position 
w’here he would have everybody grovelling 
before him.

In Abuja, Yar'Adua humiliated the Kin­
gibe group, the Nzeribe group, eleven gov­
ernors. buried the PSP faction and forced 
Abiola to support his .(Yar'Adua's) candi­
date for chairmanship.

The question, however, is for how long 
will the Yar'Adua power endure in SDP? 
Is Yar'Adua’s much flaunted power helpful 

or destructive to the SDP? What implication does the Yar'Adua power have for 
the Abiola presidential ticket? What is Yar'Adua scheming"

Our irrepressible Yusuph Olaniyonu has a low-down on all these here for you. 
Politics never reads so sweet.
Now, there also this. While MKO Abiola is being delayed by the Yar'Adua factor 
from picking a running mate. NRC's Bashir Tofa has cleverly picked an economist 
of the first order. Sylvester Ugoh, as his running mate. Here, we give you a portrait 
of Ugoh and what he feels about his ticket.

'Pfaue a fan-fitted, wek.
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Refutal
ila Omo-Alaperu

God's
©win State

1
Yorubas. Igbos. 
Ogiris, Idotnas r 
and without 
came targets.

'ThE strained relationship between 
* ” state civil servants, mostly the 
. and the state government over 
jun\mOiementation of the 45% interim 
the vzj iS an unwelcome development 
SaU?tate could be the most dangerous 
The. ^e acts of harassment or moles- 
if , and cheating of the grassroot 
W v force is uncontrolled and will 
v/orK an assault on the public ser-
C?^s right to decent life and self re­

duty

1 WRITE to express my utter e 
rassment and disappointment 
publication captioned “CORR^ nicb 
SHAKES NIGERIA PORTS PLC’’• WSjay 
appeared on page 44 of the Su.9g3 
Magazine Vol 6 No. 27 March. 28-1 
edition of your Weekly Magazine 
in which one of your Senior Con 
pondents. Mr. Obinna Nwachukwuc 
uited me with some false and misch 
ous statements.

It is totally incorrect that I told 
Obinna Nwachukwu that “Chief 
Awoye’s appointment as Managing 
rector was abnormal because R 
cont.^r, to civil service structu 
wH'eh emphasises upliftment on to 
basis of position."

"uile spect of Governor Onu and of ,®aY to Mr. Obinna Nwachuk*
The d“? °dvlser in Abia is to strive relationship between «

llv'iess every*1? -optical stability of the Third nion and the Management was ve 
or' for soc' P ace in Abia State. ®°rdia' under the administration 

Jtepno" -vers' leaders had remarka- . 1 A. Awoye. And that the Manag1 
The w double standard in the “'rector took care of staff welfare a

ply. p'ay ,ion of junior workers who "ever paid salary late in preference 
represen“^volved in doing the work contractors.
are rn°r affected by the economic 
and tn°re 
condioJoe N.K. Oguklke.
(12001° J

Congr atuiatwnB,

pt.ew «^21arters was a scene °‘

by the Hausa/ruiam w -----
where ought to be regarded as ethnic, 
namely Hausa/Fulani versus all other ethnic groups. So how does the religi- We do not consider this viv---ous flavour come into the conflicts and dieation of our unreserved supp
why don’t retaliations take place in h>c

say. Igbo. Yoruba, or Tiv land when 
their kith and kin are being attacked We would only oe vuiu*~— in say. Zaria. Bauchi and Kano? you take office and work like ne’ 

The Hausa/Fulani can be said to be before to put hope in the e 
the only ethnic group who treat its own our teeming poor who are hopel<
kith and kin as outcasts if they profess ject compassion in the hearts
faith other than Islam. Hausa/Fulani many rich who sometimes act li! 
who profess traditional Hausa reli- are hearthless; break down th 
gions are even called by a different that exist between the North '< 
name, namely. Maguzawa. At the same South, the Christians a..-* ” 
time the Hausa/Fulani can also be said the Minority and Majority.
to be the only ethnic group who treat When the incredible late: 
and regard the non-Hausa/Fulani who 
profess the Islamic faith as non-mus- 
lim or at best muslim of lesser ranks 
or counterfeits.

If we insist on freedom of religion 
then the only way out of religious and 
ethnic conflicts is for all to be tolerant 
of all religions, foreign and domestic.

| as well as for all to respect all our 
fellow Nigerians and treat them not 
only as equals but as brothers and sis­
ters.

nnncg'gB’i-^

- cnPof your victory at the bv 
W^ed^notconsidertbisvicto1^^jor 
wa«.«auwu wa wsaa —--- hichi®^^

your candidature, support w •
precedented in the history ° wheI1 

We would only be vindica ver 
you take office and work like: i o»

before to put hope in t sS- id' 
our teeming poor who are hop ouf 

ompassion in uic *»—*i;kethe^ 
rich who sometimes act 
parthlkcc. Hv-cnlc dOWU , fpC

i and 
and Musl“° '

When the incre dible latent energy re 
our countrymen is released, an eed
no longer scared that we will soo f ‘
a basketful of Naira to buy just a D° (or 
and one can get a good day s P - 
doing a good day’s job in Nigcna. n. 
Nigerians will walk tall in every 
try of the World • then can we l°° 
doubting Thomases in the face 
say - didn’t we tell you?
Tony Okoroji 
PM AN President.

t all Dear sir. . n is th»l ‘‘“ria
The first obse conflicts •" 6cOn- 

ethnic/comniuna rehg'° ,Jl>fcun
have been turned is lhe T'V 
filets. A case in pu' atc nOt
conflict in Taraba = tion is th

The second ohserv spre^ ^ ic 
all ethnic conflicts 0( the 'cTiv/

I traditional hea eXarnP Qboko 
I groups involved. reached. cOn-
I Jukun conflict n cCntFu" fUntua

I flict. the later start ally al
as strictly rehg'°u . v>rt« lving

On the other ^ere '^oieir 
ethnic conflicts eW s(,read Tafawa 
theHausa/Fu'an>hainple. th^.cts jed 

| heartlands. Fo «atafc naUS^ 
1 Balewa and Zang t al'it religi0“ 
I to retaliations g the resPe
| Fulaniaffiliation in Bauch' a"d Ei*5!
I ?->■ •*

etc-a''^ any^ere- 
provok'surtae e!iatiohs

_______ On^atret^^ 
fore, it would aPPc

,8 Sta’
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MPs appoint 
chairmen

TOS Benson's 
house attacked

on 
>rnin9

Compiled by 
Kehiiide Aremu: guards on duly 

:d. lortured, lied

Seven armed bandits on Tues­
day Iasi week invaded the multi­
million naira Benson Eslate in 
Ikorodu. home ol the first republic 
Information nvnister, Otunba T.O. 
Benson, carting away several highly 
valued items and an unspecified 
amount of money.

The two night < 
were overpowered,

More death at the 
graveyard

1 9 blacks died via gun shots dur- 

ing the burial of Chris Hani in 
Boksburg.

Ho immediate arrest was made 
but South African police said they 
were investigating the motive for 
the attack and offered a 250,000 
rand ($80,000) reward for informa­
tion leading to tne arrest of the kil­
lers.

Angry black youths vowed ven­
geance for the massacre of nine­
teen saying they knew who was re­
sponsible but the police would not 
act.

I
Page 7

The House of Representatives 
appointed chairmen of the commit- 

tees on foreign Affairs, petroleum 
and mineral resources when it re­
sumed sitting last Tuesday after a 
prolonged recess; Messrs Anu 
Ajose and Ibiforo Ibima. emerged 
as the chairmen of the House of 
Representatives committees on 
foreign and petroleum and mineral 
resources respectively.

Messrs Abdulkadir Mayana and 
Idris Abubakar were appointed as 
deputy chairmen to Messrs Ajose

■■ppeachment in
N1Sep Anambra

Houses
N"’t'nbers^vc^m 5' °' AsscmWy

Principal offleerj a" lh= 
‘heir ■'unholy"o ° '°r
'««-Uve arm of?h "" witb ,h'

san Paiko and X mafc Has'

vJonn Adamu (mine •>. loow_.^_

■’’9diatelyswOo,t'hiC„h0u««reim-

Anambra State fe, d7cloPment 

membersO' the Speaker □? thT H

Awka«^„»«edX'dm 
cs ,n lhe slAte capital 

following 
impeach-

(from Ogun State) and Iblama 
(fr6m River State). Those who are 
also appointed as committee chair­
men and their deputies are: Dr. 
Chidia Madukwe. defence chair­
man and Mudasiru Sekoni as de­
puty: Messrs Kashlm Umar lb- 
rahim and Ndubueze Patrick 
works and housing, Jude Okezie 
and Abdulrahman Bobboi, Abdu 
Yandoma for industries. Sam 
Ehigwe for international affairs, 
Abiche Adole and Umar Abdullahi 
for labour and productivity.

Others are Messrs Ahmed Ab- 
dulhamid Maidori and Udo Macus 
Akpan (agriculture). Messrs Ed­
ward Gamba and Shehu Labaran 
(education).

Mr. Jerimorc Manwe Samuel and 
Mr.' Orji Kalu Uzor. (finance and 
economic development) while

"'horn family ' 'he bandits 

:aw r-a

. amu and th believed to

mu (minnnh,. guns on the impossibly pcing
ing such relief. Their re*5 5trUe 
poor implementation o 
tural Adjustment ,„rnrncnt 
(SAP) especially J an^c' 
extra-budgetary spending 
curring budget deficits-

One billion US 
dolars for Nigeria

NlGERIA will be SI bn richer if the Ar"“Srh,Daahc’add S

on-going negotiations between 9 9CO ' udiciary);
Nigeria and the International do«Pb Apy, and Mr M.A. 

S Enhanced Structura^M- “ e^e’m 

‘“^SSavallab,, 

atonepeteenUnterestratelsaeon- Sallb“ badk'"9 and currency, 

cesslonal scheme to help low - in------------------------------------- -------------- ------
come countries which have prot­
racted balance of payment prob­
lems. Nigeria’s chances of enjoying . 
the ESAF, is however, dependent 
on how well the nation implements 
a medium - term economic prog­
ramme being prepared for the 
country by the IMF and the World ,
Bank;

The programme which will be 
similar to the Rolling Plan would 
cover the period 1993-96, setting 
broad targets, which must be 
clearly adhered to. If an agreement 
Is reached on the medium-term 
programme. It would serve as IMP s 
dean bill of health which in turn, 
would open the doors for Nigeria s 
debt relief consideration from lhe 
international creditors.

Imp / World Bank learn pressed 

ore th draWal °' 'hc subaidY b<= 
und ,bey.cou'd 'clcase money to 

p.oductivjk^rin3:^:,::^" 

petroleum products, between gov­
ernment. IMF and World Bank offl- 
Cidls. at the Federal Ministry of Fi­
nance in Abuja, the team was also 
displeased at records of public ex­
penditure which it said was high 
while there were inadequate 
sources of raising revenue to sus­
tain the economy.

Besides, the team made a case 
for more cuts in public expenditure 
through removing subsidies on 
certain yielding products such as 
lerlilizer to make lhe economic ex 
lernally viable. They equally urged 
the government to pursue vigor­
ously. a value - added tax to raise 
more revenue. Although they are

dch"dTscemSandp^r-'“- 

tions for them. . fn, 2?
The historic event, slated g

Babangidaand members° 
ganisatlon of African Unity ( n 
Group of Eminent Persons. j
Heads of Slates and distingu n 
guests arc expected 9,ad hon 
occasion. These include 
Mandela. Fidel Castro. 9 
Yamgnane of France, black cau 
members from United States 
black British parliamentarians.

The three day conference 
analyse lhe issue of repaid i 
and its linkage to the African p 
lem. It hinges on lhe princip e 
“a people who are wronged dcse v 
compensation." The conlcrem* 
developed from the OAU 1 
Summit of June 1991 where reso 
ulions on reparations were passe . 
requesting a comprehensive icpor 
to be presented to the OACi and 

lhe UN.

°f the House. ReSSCi‘
5Peak" ,h' s‘at' »' The nrst Pan African Confer^ 

on Reparations, to ta^c LnCe 
t Abuja, will focus on expen and

IMF. World Bank °,At
officials bent on 
subsidy removal
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“coup atteaig
*H«?s taken over the Senate and majority of 

its key committees
★The party exco is now in his pocket through 

his buddy, Anenih.
★Insists on a Hausa-Fulani muslim veepee 
for Abiola.

★Sees to the 'death' of rival PSP faction 
★Pushes Kingibe group into the background 
★Gets ready to take initiatives for Abiola 
campaign.

★Solidifies his group with more Soiit m 
SDP leaders.

★Now in a position to make or mar rue 
Abiola ticket.

All as part of his 1997 presidential

After an initial set back at 
the Jos convention, the 
Tar’Adua group has again 
stamped its authority in 
the SDP. But that raises 

the question! What is the 
game plan of Yar'Adua?

Yusuph Olaniyonu
^'ar’Adua....the SDP capon 

^TT



d a
Ward, in the then Mid-Western

members wen* group has pro£d'» tl>e’ 
terminated, it has ^‘J^bad <taysfj

THE BEGlN]vIItfr, W<,CH’ 
whatever capabilit; " sUm • 
haiity ascribed to ,nnuen^'Singly 
dit of one man. its f r°uP is th°r let-
YarAdua. A man wh,.^Cr S1><fllu J?re 

'sa

when it
the election of Anenih favour with 

_ chairman of the SDP tlnn *in 
.sts, are now the pivots 

YarAdua group, formerly.

■wae.w,rol,tl
*X«— ical allies and

the gentle. quiea eaS ° nS0~M • /<
'-er.YarAd-^
tivated rriends" ^01$ ° »VeC» 

sented a nerfect

tnreW itt V necessary to « jn ttie _jr>g« 0** 
Hausa-Fulani trlb tiKe rCt>
position. Then. P
was redeployed fr '"nto ‘*’®od«-f 
Commission in Bri cd 
Headquarter, flour1 pis f

lationship with Dele aSpifa cof 

"tenced. Spme with Yab»y“ . AZ® 
retired ambassador. A . ango^ 
Farouk, a medical doctor an vi
dull ahi. a professor and 0 ,.o U> 
chancellor of the Ahmadu Bel 
versity, all of whom are strong 
hers of t>is political organisaU0

into the 3rd 
when itwasclea7h“e

i the g— 
Uon further demystify 
fluence. The emera 
AbiolaasthewinnerCn' 
ence only after a co 
within the nar,„‘ : 
YarAdua group attested C'u<ling' 
ward slope i„ the £** to th, g 
YarAdua group jnn easure

-

upon a time, there were two friends living in 
Warri in the then Mid-Western region. 
The period was in the 1960s One was 
rnn^^up^rimeldVntTnd the oth-r 

7h‘>S
to be troub 1 itc lane while the
XXn was reputed to be a tough
‘•oP-theNige^ns^ens.

laUr^ua'ns^ended^the tiegi^aonj^job 

they had and latcrmtoJoin shaping 
terprises have b DemocracUc Party 
events 'nthcS° yar'Adua. the re- 
(SDP). Shehu Musa r fonner Chief 
tired major g'-'^quarters in the 
of Staff Supreme H Anenih.
Obasanjo regime “nd* commissioner 
a retired Poll“. tjie conservative 
constitute a ch,P f “little to the 
bloc now in charg 
left" party. • *’— ”

The friends, as L...•n of the SL. 
in Abuja as the cha‘r*noW the pivots 
last week sU^fjua ’ group, '
of the Yar’Adua g rontofNigcna 
known as the P^pp. m that group, 

the consigliere ps a mimeog-
The short story yar'Adua g P 

n>P- “Lhr power calcu>uV 
elec-evolved in t p NoW. An in

Thlri RePubl>ecader has onc'sgp.s

equivalent^ fond of W* gn ofsure
'against their ''"l plotted a u» oi one man. its leader Shm,**1' C''

victory. var'Adua &r° epp ticket Yar’Adua. A man who is about IVl,1Sa 
In Jos. the Vacapture th Lr Atiku. praised and maligned politic P’' ">Ost 

war strategy to Abub^paccepta- emerging Third Republic v the
for one of «•c°nistanCCL.nibers and has proved that he is the issuedAdua
though in c , ,\ strong m fanure. SDP. A soldier son of a fori_ ” Ute
bie to many o >‘a’^t with a ,he Republic minist„ former pirst
as a conseque" it look wanjng man has translated from the man 
And for the fits • ctopus « . up by came into the nation s reckoWh°
influence of that „owing P . by a through his role in the milSX nin«" fact the strong a described threw YaRubu il.tary Cou;

Baba Gana group a’u*(or any in 1975 and brought Mortal 
source d^heYarAdua«‘________________________
product of tne _____

MKO-the SDP presidential /lagbea

Republic politics," even 
.i-T ~e bad fallen out of 

group at the conven- 
—ed its level of in- ,i;al al 
Bcnce of Moshood a™Y 
:r at the Jos confer- °rder 
lalition of interests 
7 including the 1 au.~-

tivated frienC!f n'— <ictory in Abuja, the Hls relationsn*Fb same place the group over shadowed two werc “jilt e*af? aC0'^ 
Its rival PSP faction in the SDP in 199O sented a perfec yaj a f]l 
when the first set of national executive build a corpS red o ®S a^c 
members werc elected, the Yar Adua more Pronoun uPoiaca 

- -------d that its bad days have Mu«ala threw n
-ias bounced back.



Kingibe....the rebel son is hold tamed

1

into

fairs in Africa (SCIA)

Politics A Policy ■

think a r' — 
cannot get i 
this — 
Het up to do

existence - 
1987 made a [ 
confirmed his ____
fullfledged poiiticiai 
the i ’*• 
dency.

■ Here the trait that 
I Okadigbo, a senator, I
I mostly cherished in | 
I him became handy.

■ Ability to identify 
■strong political leaders}

across the nation,
■ enlist their support and 
I manage them. His 
I humble and tactful 
I disposition helped in
■ this. That was how he 
■got the strong man of 
libadan politics, Lamidi

Adedibu who was 
taken in by his modest 
disposition when they 
were both detained at

Epe in December

later left the ministry as a two Star gen­
eral at the age of 36 years.

The first entry of Yar’Adua into poli­
tics was phenomenal. After his clash 
with the Kaduna mafia represented by 
Umaru Dikko who was opposed to his 
interest in the newly created position 
of Chief of Defence Staff created by the 
Shagari regime which he lost to Alani 
Akinrinadc, Yar Adua started cutting 
the picture of an iconoclast He led a 
group of young Northerners dissatis­
fied with the autocratic tendencies of 
the elders to declare public support for 
the presidential aspiration of Obafeini 
Awolowo. the leader of the defunct 
Unity Party of Nigeria. The group in­
cluding Datti Ahi led, a doctor and also 
disqualified SDP presidential aspirant 
and Muhammadu Kura (who later be­
came Awo’s running mate in 1983) 
made it look like what their prog­
enitors like Joseph Tarka, Abubakar 
Imam and Patrick Dokotri failed to 
achieve in the First Republic was going 
to be possible afterall.

The rebellion made little impact in 
the voting pattern that returned 

I

northern establishment candidate. 
Shehu Shagarias president But it gave 
tn inkling into future developments 
hat would come into the politics of 
lat power region of Nigeria.
From that experience. Yar Adua dis-

which raised funds to build the monu­
mental Abuja mosque. This further 
solidified his relationship to the Mid- j 
die East Sheikhs who saw in him a re- f 
markable business and cultural as-1 
sociate.

But then, since 1989 when Yar’Adua 
gathered his old friends and’ other 

new political accomplices to 
float a political association, The 
Peoples Front of Nigeria (PFN) which 
alongside 12 others applied to the Na­
tional Electoral Commission (NEC) for 
registration as a political party, his 
political journey has been clustered 
’•.’’th mir.Co and dynamites. And on 
many occasions, his ultimate goal as 

b(»cn blown i 
smithereens

Before the Federal Goverrtmcnt re­
fused PFN registration and decreed 
two parties — the SDP and NRC into

— Yar’Adua had in March 
public statement which 

5 metarmophosis into a 
..tklan ready to bid for 

ultimate political post, the presi­
dency.

"The regime in which I served as 
number two man was nice. Why do you 

member of that administration 
get up and do something for 

country? If the newbreed cannot 
ip to do something for the future

II"

appeared into the thick wilderness of 
business to empower himself, as if 
realising that Nigerian future politics 
would belong to the man with the fluid 
strength of the Naira.

In the business world, many big en­
terprises in various strategic sectors 
of the economy followed. Habib Bank. 
African Ocean Lincs. Sanbo farms. 
Mandara Farms (bought for over 22 
million naira in 1988).

NICOTES oil exploration and drilling 
company. SWAN water and many other 
business endeavours in the Middle registration as a pc 
East and Europe. He later capped it by political journey ha? 
establishing the Nation House Press, with mines and dvr 
publishers of the Reporter newspaper _______n
with printing equipment worth N15 an individual has 
million as at 1987. His interests in 
some of this businesses were rep­
resented by his political sons like 
Abubakar Atiku in NICOTES. Kingibe 
in Nation House and Yomi Edu in 
Habib Bank.

On the cultural sector. Yar’Adua’s 
position included getting his.father to 
relinguish his powerful position of Tati 
dan Katsina to him. The old man is now 
the Miilawalm Katsina This preparation 
took him into taking active participa­
tion in the propagation of Islam in the 
country. He became the president of 
the Supreme Council for Islamic Af- 
e ------- ) an organisation
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whither the igbo 
__ INTHESDE-__

CRAr?N votes as candidate. Ht pRES1DENT 0F 
COn£°F G0D EMERGE AS fflE Ng rom fflE EASTEk. ; 
^untry still without the votes m|<0 abiola ha$

4»TuS
^JATVES IF SUPPORT MUST BE A YARDSTIC ~

The above is an extract from a fu,l P^ge advef^e_ 
H^ent, in rhe Guardian on Sunday of Apn 8 1993. 
Placed by the Yoruba Supporters of Chief MKO Abiola 
*n the SDP.

The inference is simple and obvious the Yorubas 
say they do not need the 1GBOS and have nothing to 
offer us.

They will not scratch our back, — the question is: 
shall we scratch their back in the presidential election?

This is the challenge the IGBO nation must face.
What have we gained from .the SDP and what is in 

stock for us?

“Loya! concerned Igbo members of SDP.”

THIS SPACE IS DONATED BY CH,EE ARTHUR



do it.” the
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put 
of

ind the res’

Titi Ajanaku, woman activist from 
Ogun State, Ango Abdullahi, SDP pres­
idential flagbearer, Sunday Afolabi. 
Olatunji Mohammed, both former de­
puty governors of Oyo State. Dosu 
Ladipo, Osun State flagbearer. Dapo 
Sarumi, disqualified Lagos State 
govemorshin lu and

a tn»steaet t”® V9‘ 
would prefer » to £ o( ^>1^
member of tbe 6 wisb® tha' offic ' 
he pandered to £ grOdP. of its^y P 
ern wing of j »s ° c jdlt theL- should be adop iy b oO^p^ 
candidates. S . t° * £0^*
in words K,^mber^awan.g „.ho 
to "oM "oaMa^iEd

ibe-

jos

JJSj- 
solidarity ° „ c^tne
group and the r . temal w°fS ;tio11 
buckled unde‘dod waS 'aie trao5,waS Intact, the P<="°d e in leade*ie 
group has undotg nen tt® der t

stand or fall ""‘Ldidate- ® c gr°d£ 
presidential einberS ° rerual° I 
there are key ibe.who wanted K>"gloyal pres' „e 1 
the group's most lo^ cast t o' |
pirant from ‘^tcd one of t" gslde 
which SDP allott ore6ident a> 
president or vice P „referred
the western z°”. a himse . P.flnte°tsThough Yar Adu^riou ^cO

of this country, why shouldn’t the old 
ones do it.” the complete cycle of a 
tactfully planned political journey was
being unfolded. __ __But a ban by the Federal Government 01atunjjon holders of public office delayed Puty gw"“h1'

I his ambition a lot more. Eadip0, o or
Yar'Adua whose party the SDP has a Sarumi —«- uaconcentration of progressives who saw governors!?; qual'fied , arer-

in the party their natural homestead many others’ aspirant y8°s 
realised on time prior to the Abuja con- halt Ss^*s° his °mi Edu ano—that he needed to double ef- This puts , ,Dp scnator °up has more ° "■ Maina M““J1 .... . “SSiW-JEThe egPres»dent Iy°rch>a Ayu agS^” arc close friends of K*

consiH—u, J’S People who •nm °nomy ‘o '

With U'ia Pra^‘1Okadigbo ceo"„5US " a

nutted

H>S ability to r hls s°ns.
for a recoup oi uiv..------ the groun ... resPect tho , • .muscle. This made Adedibu to extol him during the h ?bers was den, >cs °f 
as the man who "knows what he warns, vention of ,h ™ up to the nath!’St.ra,cd 
who tn approach and how to get it" clear Yar'Art,.DP in Jos. While •.C°n‘ 

In his fold arc men like Okechukwu for the previa* Who had tailed Was 
Odunzc. newly elected SDP treasurer. qualification‘dency courtesv nr " .7‘" 

by the ifo y 01 a d|s-
| Voters in action vcrnment and

vention that he uc«.»— forts if all his life long plans are not to 
come to nought.So, he later decided to build an all 
weather political machine ready to hold its own againat any rival organi- are allowedU1stron 
sation. Here the trait that Okadigbo. reach deCi«; COnsiderablp 
a senator, most cherished in him be- sions arc l°n.sThisth came handy. Ability to identify strong . arr>ved at de’

political leaders across the nation, 
enlist their support and manage them .
His humble and tactful disposition 
helped in this. That was how he got 
the "strong man of Ibadan politics. 
Lamidi Adedibu who was taken in by 
his modest disposition when they were 

both detained at Epe in December 
1991.1 lis money did the magic in some 
other areas as politicians who have 
embarked on futile but expensive polit­
ical efforts, sought solace in his fold 
for a recoup of their vitiated financial 
•ntisrie. This made Adedibu to extol him 

who "knows what he wants, 
>ach and how

source said, FACTO*

1 “*C d

interne 
in*c. 

its 1
' the pe^ 
has u.—
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political

given. Majority of the group members 
felt otherwise. To the latter group, he 
had betrayed the group for the purpose 
of achieving his personal goal and 
should, therefore, be denied the collab­
oration of the group he had subverted.

The pro-Kingibe section consisted of 
M.S. Buhari, Kingibe's fellow Kanuri 
man. Edu who is his close family friend 
and business partner, Lawan, Kin­
gibe’s home state governor, Nweke 
Gbazuaegu who owed his governor-

gr°uP'vhi5?ng>be-, 
PoliticianCh “‘at­
one.

At the 
not in —

failed to co-operate with a Kingibe 
choice.Il

Page 14

Adedibu.-exto1^

That scenario 
up Kingibc to ~- 
members whe 
£^1^-

Kingibe rem* 
later saw goc 
the national 
Using Yar’ 
money, ap™ 

which included state thcSlill, emer«.ng “^entcdby 
Yar Adua group * »■» P ition was 
Kingibe's out of cont£° P lid group 
covered with P?P=r_ f ridc in the 
which was having a (rcc partv after the systematic cma-sc^a 
Son of the rival PSP which a .source 
said committed political suicide “as a

of 
the lord for one purpose, that of elect, 
ing YarAdua as SDP candidate in 1992.

But from the beginning, it was clear 
Kingibe was ready to dare the group. 
From January’ 1992, a shadowy group 
known as Thc Stallion was working on 
Kingibe to come out of his shell and 
run against Yar’Adua for the presi­
dency. While Kingibe kept on denying his interest as he said “I am still happy gressions he committed «ho,.ia s. r being the part}- chairman", it took sev- given. Majority of the d b'for'
eral months persuading him to eh- D members

dorse YarAdua.
At a point. Kingibe's dithering in 

supporting YarAdua was interpreted 
in the light of an expectation that he 
was hoping for a disqualification saga 
which might take YarAdua and others 
off the race and see him as the consen­
sus candidate. In July 1992, a national

____ wYar'Aduas virtues
-:-j allowed for PF to open 
assault from other SDP

the SDP could not re­
inning streak, in the De- 
" ’ governorship election.

lained unperturbed. He 
solace in members of 

~ icutive of the party.
'Adua’s strategy of the 

‘ppeasemcnt and humility’, he 
ed even the most antagonistic 
of the SDP national executive

cJ c*-te chairmen, 
emerging hole is

'vail represent

openly invited by Gbolade Osinowo. 
then and still, Ogun State SDP chaJr’ 
man to come out and be counted as 
the consensus candidate. Thc sugges­
tion which was disclosed to reporters 
by Ishola Filani. an ex-officio member 
of the executives who was later ap- 
pointed publicity secretary by Kingibe 
after the exit of David lomen to contest 
the Senatorial race nearly tore the 
party’ into two. Other presidential as­
pirants became more hostile to the 
party chairman. Kingibe on his own in­
sisted that he would not submit names 
of SDP presidential aspirants to NEC 
until he had an assurance that the as­
pirants would be screened before the 
primaries. The logic was that the party 
did not want the presidential candidate 
to be disqualified after going through 
a tortuous primary exercise. But the 
fact behind thc argument was that the 
inevitable disqualification should 
occur to allow thc national chairman 
make up l.Zo mind to run or not.

At the end. Kingibc did not run in 
the botched primaries and was sub­
sequently accused of using the party 
machinery to impose YarAdua as the 
winner of thc exercise.

Thc hullabaloo that greeted thc dis­
credited August and -September pri­
mary elections led to its suspension 
and a probe by NEC into what trans­
pired. Today, it is common knowledge 
that the feeling in thc YarAdua group 
is that Kingibe’s submission to NEC 
deliberately indicted Yar’Adua and 
other aspirants and encouraged NEC 
to disqualify them all.

That was why before and after the 
result of thc Jos convention election 
was announced thc stance of core 
YarAdua loyalists is “we will not re­
ward treachery.’’

By thc time Kingibc expressed in­
terest in thc option A4 governed pres­
idential primaries, what a source 
called “a family quarrel’’ had set into 
the Yar'Adua group. A section which 
felt Kingibe was the best man for 
Yar’Adua to support and others who 
felt obligated to Kingibe for past sup­
port were arguing that what ever trans-

--------

199o „ WaS a long
“ullnseri„ conven,;
manshiP"fUa dontc^°n. WiiBibe was 
*asppscan?e SDpU?"torthechair- 
the rival B,,. e° Abdullahi
Arzika Ah’? candid-,UttC°mpared with

tenure 8as Youths a ad rePutation 
PSP’s ^Ce eha ** *csult of his 
AhdUll^dU‘a’ion, after's' °f ABU' In 
their vandirt016 COaM win h°cking °ut 
candidate ’e tQ b=come a ' c for

ButYarA consensus
arionto^’gth >“ hbO °kadiRbo said has 
whenSh2ei> and utilib‘,ity '? r,sh out 
useful recognise’’‘.I0 their talents 
ence, ''°ticcd that SC UIents are 
posh- amiable per, Kingibes eloqu- 
f°nnu?an,tgUile aad w2a"‘y»gcnial dis- 
s°D; hia% ^ika 
XnX^-an gibe la,erheCamC 
in the 199^dlnS the r. 
«°ns. King?be sa?‘ -Govci 
destined to an '' ld himsell 
heights. His an Uln grcater 
campaigner and m™1”* as an effective 
accorded him ar r rousing reception 
spired his asoS? the coun'T in­
scheming for th<- “on. He started

This Put turn „ P’”idential seat 
Yar Adua who was simT"' Pa"'S 
ban preven tin- J.* 11 hopeful that thc 
Hve position from seeking elec 
lifted. And sm-,2 country would be 
realised on time hpol,t,cian. Kingibe

group in the future H th<- Yar Adua 

o^X=a,.Lrima7 elections 
nity to create'pXriul ^isT0^ 

dalO;7th“e PF had a list of candi- 
worked to°X1r,<km°,einCrge' Kingibe 
TlSd °Tfhin,eres‘s- hiV’owiT 
vaded. That was the case in Delta State 
where Isaac Ighofoja the PF candidate 
was subverted for the incumbent gov- 
ernor, Felix Ibru to emerge. A similar 
case happened in Osun where Isiaka 
Adeleke defeated both the PSP and PF 
candidates. That was the case in 
Adamawa where Boss Mustapha lost 
because the PF (Atiku’s supporters) •

executive meeting in Abuja became a 
strategy session in which Kingibe was
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try to 
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1---------- jvktw
ments of the old 
group, the Rimi - Balarabe J*"5 palae 
and pockets of supports fro™ ?no ““is 
ern and Southern minority? h,> 
further confrontation is ne °ne' thei 
actually overwhelm the CtSsary « 
group. Yar'AdU1

That was the position prior , 
SDP second convention i to the 
There Amenih, one of the few"ei?buja- 
the Yar'Adua group reputed toh°"S of 
power to make lianancial com?.'’'*he 
on behalf of the leader, had to ^meat 
out with Aso. a former junior m "ght *' 
for who succeeds Kingibe asenib?r' 
chairman. Party

So, it was a survival battle that, 
place in Abuja. Yar'Adua who Adeb * 
williams writing in rhe ricws Of a’5? 
19 credited with harbouring "poiitPnl 
map Of Nigeria with toy tanks "a*1 
moured cars and troop carriers 
strategically located" had to deploy 
several doses of his strategic wizardry 
to fight back into reckoning. ]n the sultanl 

Usher’.

’ w<hichehOf “te

5 the Pp 
Po|ltieal

Yar'AduX"?"^ 

obsessed with nn ° 
like he does, ther^J 
no chance to to| * 

an over-ambitious

fshtp candidacy in Enugu State to Kin- 

K*oe. Eric Aso. another friend of Kin- 
gibc. For the first time the PF was tak-
»ng a decision not based on principles verberaH 
or democratic transaction but mainly *- - - 1
based on settling scores.

So, that created a bridge within the 
family. Meanwhile, Kingibe’s strategy 
was to continue building up his own 
Platform which was to be used in con­
vincing Yar’Adua of his seriousness 
and therefore blackmail him into giv­
ing his endorsement

I In that process, Kingibe sought and 
I secured the support of the 14 SDPgov- 
I ernors, several national assembly 
I members, all of whom felt compelled 
I r.ePaY Kingibe for his past efforts 
I during their election period. Only the 
I governors of Ogun. Oyo and Ondo who 
I °penly supported their kinsman 
I Abiola, and Taraba governor. Jolh 
I Nyame. who remained committed to t' 
I aspiration of Atiku, to whom he was 
I campaign manager in the governor- 
I ship primaries in the old Gongola State 
I stayed out.
I Similarly, disqualified presidential 
I aspirants like Mahmud Waziri, Olusola 
I Saraki, Datti Ahmed and Arthur 
I Nzeribe saw one other opportunity to 
I act, as Kingmakers by teaming up with 
I Kingibe. Kingibe at the eve of the con- 
I vention was able to float a network of 
I politicians who in the past two years 
I had come to become captive of his ur- 
I banc outlook or those who he had done 
I favour to as the national chairman. It 
I was time for him to collect political

1.0. Us.
I This was the basis for his impressive 
I showing in Jos. After the first ballot 
I where he came second with 3225 votes 
I behind Abiola’s 3.617, it was now time 
I to test his brag that it is incestuous 
I for him to court Yar’Adua if he is re- 
I garded as the bride in the SDP 
I primaries." Yar’Adua who had pre­

tended to harbour no ill feeling against
I Kingibe came out to tell his former boy 
I at the house of Yahaya Kwande that he 

promised nothing as he would only
I relay his plea to a meeting of the group 
scheduled few hours to the com-

I mencement of thd meeting- 
r Even then, it was obvious Yar Aduas 

plan to ensure Atiku came first in the 
final ballot so as to get Abiola to wx

I draw for him capitulated. Bc 
Abiola, a former business partner 
the capon and an external person o 
‘he group, and Kingibe, the rebe ' 
acolyte, Yar'Aduadisplayed the typ 
Fulani man's love for vengeance 
demand for absolute loyalty and 
esty hy ditching Kingibe.- Dain- 

Kingibe's defeat became more p

slimtOma^iauPPoners

haa i°stnoeut8i®n:L 
P^-ntheSo^

immediate?" 
phoned Buhari * 
respected elders i?.u°f 
and he latter t'n the Yav ^-" most v 
gratulated Yar'Adua receivcf e°Up 1
tory and viciously? °n AbiOIa? ““1- it 
He was to repeat an«ed the ic' I 
later while tellin.,?? act three*?0”'- ’
that "it is all over WhKSe the ”"s <

Similarly, Xe/a;’Ad’ueaJ?°'a 
-sted on th:XX>‘heX^Ua

ony

^‘^.theN^

&P<”
k r'sU||'cCh he Anenih victory, Yar'Adua t'aS^° \

Yar'Ad°‘! TSM that he 
^*>^iyo^»b^^ 
Wards a?i°bjectl’ves worked ha 
°n,y chai l‘CVing them’”
'vith ha^enge- That is in ad^biy 
under hj* the national ass 

Abio.l c°ntrol.
’ the snp candidate has 

a position where 
orders bellowed 
Jwer is still very a

-—cd front in the & 
Parnpe? "RC' Abiola will now 

■“'ready br YarAdua who it is sa‘d I 
la?es neckathin8 d“wn on the can* 
?hich the JVCn duri"g a relaxa,‘,'% 
Lon<lon aft' ° ““incidentally took

Where th the convention 
Seri°us does this put Abiola S 
and the? 7S to make promises here 
^V^^at^^ 

Of This is now at the
“rrhed as sDrp‘?tIua who is also de

“nquering ?. 1 states. With his all I 
an* ou‘flanke?tegy' yar'Adua has 
wihtUrprisedtheAbiOla and Kin®ibe 

have to t„e h? nna point ,hat they

W?*ATNEv^
_ .®ar that the* tbe foregoing, it I 

kin«y to stay Lisina is not I
fol"?“taker whicl? the Position of a 
Yar'Ad°n hirn *f?,rcun>stances now I 
^dhowap,“ttot^reeVer How does 
tor the ? Wou|d that ?rVeras the King7

HAbiol s‘d<!ncy? ffectAbiola'sbid I 
f^inS^ny le?June this 

tn the^ne go“d bid ?US SDp man from I 
vic,ory ?*' e‘ght v°r the presidency I 

wL” '“e June But a" NRC
SDP nian"8 Period fn ec"on reduces I 8aahi";b,stage an ambitious I 
qUestiOn r S first term°^C back aftcr I 
J5.1111 reiigiOii a.s *' «s cleT' Thc Pertinent I 9 
hme f“rShim ybe'ieletrhtl'a!Yar'Adua fi 
?S Preside?. '0 deplOv bha,"'ere is the I I

-___ at,on. Co''-W pub- ■
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the primary election to the government 
house. His candidate as the speaker of 
Edo State assembly. Mattcw Egbadon. 
was recentlv removed for suspicion 
that the house was remote controlled 
from outside.

Anenih was one man who wrested 
control of the NPN machinery from the 
hands of wealthy Okada Airline Chief, 
Gabriel Igbincdion, in the second re­
public. But then, this is one man who 
Y’ar’Adua can count on to ensure his 
interest reigned supreme. No half 
measure for Tony.

Definitely events in the SDP will be 
interesting in the coming weeks as 
Yar’Adua displays the stuff that made 
a former NRC chief to call him "the 
most powerful politician the transition 
programme has produced."

s

ldshimscir^th strongmen

As a former NPN chief like Tofa. the 
-- candidate and Hammed 
^usamotu. the national chairman, the 
old NRC ruthless strategy of turning 
Ihe opposition party into a ruling cabal 
Would not be the exclusive preserve of 
one of the parties. Anenih perfected 
this method in the 19S3 election in 
which NPN governorship candidate, 
^gbemudia defeated incumbent. Am­

brose A11L
The new SDP chairman, has a lot in 

common with his friend and group 
leader, Yar'Adua. A great mobiliserand 
Political tactician, 'he is given to de­
manding absolute loyalty’. As Yar'Adua 
Can boast of being one of the architect 
of SDP victory in past elections, so he 
can claim to achieve the victory of gov- 
ernor John Oyegun of Edo State from

Okadi9bo...Yar'Adua si

. Mready wild speculations . -
inn forum that by insist- NRCn s inning mate being a
, .,. a' ulani muslim. Yar’Adua is un- 
fai?u?e otKidden a&enda to see to his 
lauure. Others pouted to the design of 
the group which saw a —

| of toP Posts in the V ._o—-
I n^^r? now has the presidential ticket.

the deputy senate presidency and na- 
l uonal chairmanship as a ploy to create 
I serious disaffection which will deci- 
I mate Abiola’s chances at the polls. 
| Others are hinting that with the East- 
I m'ttority now aggrieved, the Igbos 
I sun dissatisfied, the Kanuri North 
| East sulking from Kingibe’s loss and 
I possible total annihilation, the SDP 
I may have played itself into a dangerous 
I position against the NRC which had 

the record of popular votes superiority 
in the past election.

But close associates of the retired 
general like Adedibu vowed for his 
straight-forwardness and honesty of 
purpose. This, they said, was why he 
had to make Kingibe pay the greatest 
political price for disobedience and 
disloyalty. Yar’Adua to all those who 
spoke to TSM in Jos takes his changing 
position in the political landscape with 
stoic calmness and fatalistic candour. 
"He recites politics like the Islamic 
religion which allows a man to believe 
Allah destines, enthrones and de­
thrones kings, so it would be sheer 
crookedness to ascribe to him a plan 
that will sabotage SDP's victory at the 
general elections." a source told TSM.

The source however added a caveat. 
Abiola should realise Yar'Adua has a 
wide network of autonomous leaders 
who can be disgusted by any attempt 
to back out of agreements reached. 
The Abiola — Y’ar’Adua coalition is al­
ready founded on suspicion. 
At the Jos convention, where the 
Y’ar’Adua group’s favourite. Atiku. 
came a distant third at the first ballot, 
accusing fingers were pointed at some 
leaders in the West who reneged on the 
terms of the accord.

In the end. the calculations in the 
SDP may mean that Abiola lias to carve 
a general party support based on his 

• own political sagacity. This is possi e 
in his current endeavour to unite the 
party and pacify all groups in prepara- 
tion for the election.

However, if all goes well. Abiola can 
count on the new chairman. Anenih in 
his bid to match the opposition, 
mobilisation for mobilisation. s^rat^’ 
for strategy in the partisan war ahead_ 

Anenih is a versed politician in the 
art of fighting political wars that would 
result from the June elections.
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ffom K m since police was responsible for |
hr If COmeS IIW" ~ . it would be unreasonable to

will” insist ?n the use of the place without

P And that was the beginning of the 
ordeal of the delegates who had to 
«nend the next 50 hours in a stretch 
at the Sheraton Hotel. The convention 
never commenced till 4.00 pm when 

nlv 20 delegates were admitted into 
tiw conference hall due to limited 
«mce for briefing. When the chairman 
ot the Caretaker Committee briefed the 
delegates on the procedure, intense 
lobbying went on in the premises 
which had been taken over by over 
a 000 delegates to the convention.

1 The delay in starting the voting

vide stimuli to the world of politics.
Newsmen had gathered at the party 

secretariat's auditorium tor accredita­
tion by 10.00 am when the Director of 
Research and planning, Babalola 
Borisade a professor breezed in to ad­
dress them that the permit for the use 
of the venue had been withdrawn a few 
hours to the commencement of ac­
creditation.

Answering reporters questions. Pro­
fessor Borisade explained that the 
police gave them the information on - we.-; ,ne - 1
withdrawal of the permit for use of the sing for most of them wn“iteCted “ Kaf I 
international Conference Centre ver- there. From there, they At,«u c 1 
ballv Ordinarily, he said, the permit fairs of their groups, «* ^er |tat«5 I 
was given to them by the Clerk of the Rimit and Solomon Lar. all 5*7eie- I 
House and the police did not inform nors of Kano and and r I

-— unthHroum! nrdOr respectively were parley* J wefC jp I 
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Three distinct power ^cte j I 
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the Kingibe group. th
groups was flying PaPe on . ,.5 I 
followers instructing th van0 I
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XhZ'K„"“.^
conciliatory meeting m . spccU

r this year. In fact, the gen th®
lion before the convention 0 Ktn Shehu Yar'Adua has lost 00

peca'1'bioc9l I 
which commenced late f, I
blessing to the variou I
in the party lobbying t0 ® up loSp0W® I 
became clear from thc B to V. 
that alliances and l°Y A
blocs was going to be the idate9 
tor in the election of c
not competence. As the g pfe^nri^ 
party elders zoomed iMP’ to i^ 
their supporters troop tJie
and pledge their l°yalty‘.owed int 
party elders were not ai 5 a .nih^ 
hall, the change °f venh°o wCre 1°^ 
cind fnr mnet nf them^*^ . _z.ted \r^

retariat be
‘^^nce ;
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’ ble Abiola
sources and structures for the presi­
dential campaign. Kingibe then traded 

| the idea to Abiola that he had a candi­
date for the chairmanship of the party’ 
which he needed Abiola's support. 
Kingibe gave a list of his group’s candi­
dates but Abiola did not commit him-

gibe following the defeat of AtiXu, who 
was Yar’Adua’s candidate at the Jos 
convention. The former national Sec­
retary’ of SDP. Alexis Anielo, told TSM 
"There is no way’ anybody can side-line 
Kingibe. There is no way any one can 
ignore Kingibe. He has been the spirit 
of the party, he continues to sustain 
the party’. Today, despite everything, 
the spirit of SDP continues."

But contrary to the speculation that 
Kingibe was now the king pin. wielding 
the governors’ support behind him. 
and that Yar’Adua’s power has waned, 
he came up strong to put a stamp of 
authority’ on his popularity by instal­
ling his men.

Although the victory of Yar’Adua 
took the power brokers unawares, in­
side sources, which claim that sur­
prise is the hall mark of a good army 
general, revealed that the other groups 
in the party lost ou* of the power game 
because they underestimated the dam­
age he could do at the convention. TSM 
gathered that before delegates arrived 
Abuja, three groups had already set 
themselves at war to grab the party 
posts. But while Yar’Adua under­
played his plans, the other groups put 
their cards on the table. The main 
groups were Yar’Adua group. Baba 
Gana Kingibe group and the Unity 
group which is a coalition of party el­
ders otherwise known as Falae Rimi 
group. Then, of course, there was the 
Abiola caucus.

In Asaba where a meeting of the party 
elders was held with the governors in 
attendance, about three names were 
shortlisted at the meeting which also 
had YarAdua in attendance. The 
names were Ojo Maduekwe. (Abia). 
Ekong Etuk (Akwa Ibom). and Eric Aso 
(Rivers). The elders, however, adopted 
Ekong Etuk as their candidate. And at 
the second meeting of the party’ elders 
in Benin, which was chaired by John 
Oyegun. Edo State governor, the candi­
dature of Ekong was ratified, since the 
thinking of the party’ was that the 
chairmanship had been zoned to the 
minorities of the East and Ekong holds 
a promise for the elders.

But after the Benin meeting, party’ 
sources disclosed that Abiola and Kin­
gibe held a meeting in Lagos and ag­
reed on a working relationship to ena- 
■_2_ -‘.U-Za mobilise Kingibe’s re-

Olabiyi Durojaiye... .coordinated 

the party elders meetings

self to the agreement Rather he dele­
gated one Adelabu to attend the ratifi­
cation meeting with the Kingibc group 
and Eric Aso was adopted as their can­
didate. with the support of the gover­
nors who were on Kingibe's side.

While Abiola and Kingibe were work­
ing out strategies for the outing. 
Yar’Adua's intelligence machinery 
was at work. .And so. prior to the Kano 
summit. TonyAncnih showed interest 
The Yar’Adua group agreed that as a 
measure of compensation for the sup­
port Oyegun and Anenih gave to 
Yar’Adua during the botched presiden­
tial primaries .Anenih should be 
adopted as their candidate after the 
Kano summit

The elders, led by Olu Falae com­
plained that Yar’Adua has reneged on 
the Benin accord at which it was ag­
reed that their candidate from the east­
ern minorities should be adopted. But 
the Yar’Adua group was said to have 
been aggrieved by the alliance of Kin 
gibe group with Abiola caucus. The 
matter was compounded by the fact 
that the Kingibe group became suspi­
cious of their alliance with Abiola and 
adopted Ojo Maduekwe as an alterna­
tive to Eric Aso because of Ojo’s high rat­

same handwriting. My 
estimate is that these votes are in the 
hundreds and are most likely to deter 
mine the result of the chairmanship 
election."

He complained that after sorting the 
ballot papers, he demanded that all in­
terested parties be allowed to inspect 
the said ballot papers and certify’ that 
they were properly returned. He 
explained that the inspection became 
necessary because of the large number 
and the likehood that one person may 
have written the name of Anenih on 
the ballot papers and fraudulently put 
them into the box. ’’Despite my protest, 
he alleged, "both oral and written to 
the Secretary’ and chairman of the SDP 
National Caretaker Committee. 1 was

Aso as their candidate. That sam 
night, the elders held a meeting co oa 
dinated by Olabiyi Durojaiye in Abuj 
and in which they adopted Ekong EtuS 
as their chairmanship candidate. An- 
Arthur Nzeribe. desirous not to b- 
played out. flew into Abuja and held 
meeting with a faction of the Kingib 
group and came out with a list includ 
ing his men.

By Saturday morning, tension na« 
mounted at Sheraton venue of the con 
vention that the election has becom 
a straight fight between former men: 
bers of People Solidarity Party (PSF 
and Peoples Front (PF). Word wen 
round that Yar’Adua was coming to de 
stabilise the Abiola Kingibc allianc 
and would have only the elders to con 
tend with. By 5.00 pm. it was near cei 
tain that the Kingibc group was in dis 
array and so Eric Aso became ap 
prchcnsivc. In spite of the intensiv 
lobbying by the Falac group. Ekon 
Etuk saw his drcam dying. In fact b 
5.00 am Sunday when the votin, 
ended, delegates were in agreemcn 
that Anenih was in the lead.

Oyegun drove in with the latest craze 
in town - Lexus, the other power bloc; 
began to shiver. It was a signal to th< 
“boys" that the ’big guys" are here 
The presence of the governors gave 
some morale boost to the convention. 
While Abiola’s arrival sort of gave some 
life to the place which was tensed up.

The voting proceeded slowly as 
states were called out from outside the 
hall to queue up.

Early in the morning of Monday April 
19. 1993. Chima Okcnc. agent of Eric 
Aso addressed newsmen and said he 
had withdrawn "from the counting ol 
votes for the chairmanship elections 
for the following reasons because. “I 
observed-in the process of sorting the 
ballot papers that a reasonable 
number of the ballot papers in favour 
of Chief Tony Ancnih were written in 

ing in the East Maduekwe had to with- gre$n inkin thc samc hand«T‘t>nfr My 
draw from the race in Abuja, for •
reasons said to be not unconnected 
with the suspicion that brewed be 
tween the two groups that fielded him.

On Thursday April 15. Yar'Adua 
summoned delegates at a Hotel in 
Kaduna and decreed that Tony Anenih 
should be elected the chairman of the 
party. When the delegates came to 
Abuja Friday April 16. they told those 
that gave them ears that no money was 
given to them and so may not abide by 
their mentor’s order. This was the ruse 
that gave out the other power blocs 

On Friday night. Kingibe rallied his 
group at a meeting in Abuja attended 
by SDP governors and adopted Eric
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refused from inspecting the said ballot 
papers."

■3
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Okene also alleged that he was con­
vinced from what he observed that 
"there is a fraudulent design to force 
Chief Tony Anenih on the entire SDP 
members," and vowed that his’group, 
the Kingibe faction, regard the election 
as inconclusive as proper accounting 
of vote is yet to take place.

For whatever it is worth, the pro­
test did not hold. By 12.30 p.m. on Mon­
day, the Chairman of the Caretaker 
Committee, Ishaya Shekari declared "I 
conducted the election forthe purpose 
of endorsement of the national chair­
man of the party. That the candidates 
received the following votes: '

1. Odo Emmanuel Odo — 12
2. Tony Ancnih — 2,063
3.. EtibomBasscyEkpo

| Bassey — 7
4. Eric Aso — 1,344
5. John Ekong — 9
6. Ekang Anan-Ndu — 10
7. Ekong Etuk — 1,343
8. Ojo Maduekwe — 2
9. Gbazuagu Gbazuagu — 1

10. J.C. Ogbonnaya — 0
11. Ebere Osiekc — 41

He therefore certified Anenih as duely 
elected. The Yar’Adua supporters who 
were among the few delegates that re­
mained to hear the result went on 
jubilating with the song "Winner 000 
ooh. winner. Winner 000 ooh winner, 
Ancnih you don win ooh, winner, 
surely you go win again ooh, winner

Shekari said he was now relieved, re­
vealing , “there was even a bomb scare 
at the venue of the convention."

In his acceptance speech, Tony 
Anenih thanked delegates for a won­
derful convention that started from 
Jos and ended in Abuja, he predicted 
“our campaign is starting from here, 
and wc are ending up in Abuja. Others 
may start their convention and end up 
where they are." He extended his 
hands of fellowship to the other two 
defeated candidates, Etuk Ekong and 
Eric Aso, to ensure that SDP wins the 
presidency.

Amidst the fears that some geo-polit­
ical groups are marginalised from the 
outcome of the elections, former milit­
ary governor, Yohanna Madaki, now a I 
lawyer and stalwart of the party said 
surely somebody who contested and 

lost election cannot feel good. But un­
fortunately it’s not an allocation or ap­
pointment, if it were, then you can say 
you did that But when you put it to 
vote, and people decide to vote the way 
they have done, there is no other thing 
you can do."

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, MAY 2, 1993
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How to repair the nation
Anya O. Anya, an ac­
complished scientist, a 
chartered biologist and
1993 NNMA winner dares
Nigerians and tells ns why 
we are in ^rouble.

and epidemiology ot 
Biochen"5^-. h field he is a recog-
par*5*10*'"mtional authority. He has 
nised mu gQ papers ln the press, 
publish-d work js a book of cssays
Anya s ,atc OelViopmcnl and the African 
on Scicncer~^s This will be presented 
fconomm C Aprjl 3Q 19g3
to the P““<-nlic pursuits aside, he has

\' HEN 
we asked for his Curriculum Vitae, he 
gave us one. We thought he had picked 
the wrong paper because what he gave 
us looked like a well researched paper. 
11 was all of 17 tightly typed pages, and 
that was compiled as far back as March 
28. 1989 at Nsukka.

Since then, Anya Oko Anya, a char-

feels grateful that we have 
been chosen to start this new stage in 
the nation's push to development 
Whv do you consider it unique that the Na 
tional Merit Award went to the core sci­
ences now. What is the uniqueness? What 

makes it different?
Because science has to do with un- 

derstanding the environment, nature 
and the laws that govern it And as

. prof- AnyG
tercd Biologist, and a J’i"f'rsilv ot t 
Zoology has left ‘J’ here he comm- 
Nigeria. Nsukka iron has
piled his C.V. Since then1 too^ t„e
won Nigeria's highest Men 
Nigerian national ■■ ■■ pated c.V.
That should enter an up a fc). Io . ic pursuns . ... ..—

Bom on January 3.l~37' ,'Science His aca hcallhyand informed in- 
low of the Nigerian Academy ‘ ool of mainim11- ‘ blcms of developmen t 
was the first Director of ,. jvcrsity terest in Pp (hc rclcvancc of scl- 
Postgraduate Studies" person particuh |l)gica| innovation and
of Nigeria. Nsukka and the on > a„d t. nomic dcvclop.
to have won both theJacu t> cducation to
University prizes in the Waddel menu ;ntCtvic*’ grantcd TSM lasl He was educated at Hope In thl5 ,nen 1|r. VRi
Training Institution, a a mbrjdge week Anya ' j j o| COrrup
Sity College. Ibadanand CamJ ^8 versity system aml^ 
University (St John s 1 ph.D. [jon jn the broken down." 
land where in *!, ao institute. -Nigeria has congratulate you
from the famous Molteno ,‘"’u * t of a|l we have m u
Anya has published“ on the ^rd in ^ars^So i™ do you 

“sPp"°n the physiology, feelthe ultimate .after many years 

career? * gensc Qf gratitude 
Naturally- whoJe |ot of people.

to God an bright students it has 
mostly t*’crivjjege to work with. Many 
been my P fessors now and many 
of them arc i thcjr (jR,n nR.rjl
“'’Tn heir own right. I have been 
awards in t w(jrked with that bright 
lucky to n. award is not for me. 
"°P; recognition Of their effort. And. 
‘ ”L . extent 1 feel gratified for two 

tO Uia First that commitment to ex­
reasons. ~r^ w mysc|f but to those 
cellence n becn recoR
WhUtTb th- nation. And 1 also feel 
Gratified because this award is the first 
^‘e'hat it is going to a scientist in 
the core sciences, the basic sciences 
* namely Physics. Chem.stry. 
Mathematics. Biology. It has gone to 
engineers, it has gone to mvdieme but 
•t has never gone to science, real sc.- 
ence.

So. one

this
•ck- Anya

•v bysH-m 
tion in the - 
-Nigenahas

F,n! 7^rd in arrears, now uu yuu on the au a ^veI where many people
1 rPflChinq 1 . sftor rriAnv VPAK

v.-fllregardas”--
o'y°urCany Ifeela

and 3 * ’ ' . ;
r bright students it has
:gc
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possible in Nigeria. Ofcourseitismore Anya...“Let’s think 
hf»rause the envirnnmnnf fn^

1 put back in 
■eft- So to that 
whether it , 
know. The 

am a

KU do ‘ '°Ok ,ike in 2060 t
"ot P'an sufficiently for °U.hoO^h,

™ ? nk ,ank. My friend. Claude AKesOci- 

on «*" fact ““ think tank *Tliere 19 
°n science and the economy- 11 oe- 
,’nter relationship between the tw 0 
Suh? ifyou can focus on that y^ 

■have* Start understanding «’ Jfjjo 
to dm"? developed. what we sh°“J,vid- 
'ng tnfo°P and yOU might Start>ase f°r 8 information and the data base 
Planning our development .liogs 
' .But one of the unfortunate tb9t 
.. at you find in this country 1 
?ere are not enough basic science fC.

cause there are not enough b ^en 
searches going on. The result is th® n- 

multitude of studies that thCv(.rlV 
sultants do for various aI-e
"lents in this county t a
recycled data. So the result is her 
*ot of the planning data are . 

ased on outdated data or manipu a 
data or tVcn in some cases °u"’Kite 
COOked-up data. And this is why. du 
often. a lot of the plans made as 
result of that during implemeh . 
ean not work because they ®rfhink 

ased on hard, real facts. So 1 
that anybody thinking about a u* 
tank focusing on the economy °* 
country must think of a research ® 
oratory as part and parcel of that 
1 have also decided that if this drea 
comes true, it will not just be rese* °{ 
laboratory dealing with all kin 
things. If we focus on that we will be 
dealing with our present and how 
move forward from our present u 
deal with bio-technology we are thin 
mg of our future because biotechno 
ogy is going to be the determinant in­
dustry in the 21st century.

Assume of course that the p° 
cians will allow us but that’s a different 
matter. The third aim is an ambitious 
idea. It's in fact to have an industrial 
estate. An industrial estate that is o 
cused on industries that are the result 
of research and development that have 
been done.and can be done in Nigeria 
and arc visible and workable a’nd make 
them as efficient, economic proposi­
tions producing and selling as com­
mercial enterprises . If of course the 
example of those industries now lead 
other people to want the same indus­
tries established for them, then you 
have the expertise and the manpower 
to do it for them. But it also means 
that the industry or those industries

°rthe2^Cen,^ 

came early or iat‘S,SUe ol 

now. award winner

months ago. I wouldn't Q b'?1'0" a few 
is clearer now on whatonesb*5' mind

been interested in ‘ ‘ ha""
or why we have failed ?o« °n orh°w 
believe it is because we haw' °P a"d 1 
able to understand and m not bcen 
ence and technology n? “a?a8e sei-

eminent goodwill. *“Mrttors with gov.
■ will spell out a bit more on, „ u 

when the public present,./ perhaPs 
book Science ami Alncan ^?., ll,c 
comes round. What I intend .
that the N 100,0001 was given ‘a d° is 
ever returns that come out of Thu k 
will go into a trust fund and X“°k 
else I can raise to start ,atcver 
the establishment of mulX® for 
sional fhink tank. As yousf. mt,b book, those who insi^XX^ 
the mind and utilising the fruit of the 
human mind are more likclv t« 
further than those who do not WhR° 
you look at Japan, when you\ook m 
the United States. I think this is 
(lie secret. In other words, in j.
there are about loo research 
institutes under private ausnices 
Even the United States. The corpora 
lions, are really the power houses 
where the future of the United States 
is determined, because they do the 
work...say. look what the United States

you’ll find in my book that is going to 
be published, Science and Crisis in Africa 
Development, the tropical environment 
in the biological sense is unique and 
certainly different from temperate en­
vironment and to that ex­
tent therefore things we have to do in 
the tropical environment in science 
have to the different, especially in the 
biological sciences, not so much in 
physics, not so much in mathematics 
but certainly in the biological sci­
ences. It has to be different from what 
some of my colleagues in Cambridge, 
in Havard and so on, are doing. And 
the fact that the basic scientist's 
whose work is experimental, whose 
work is recognised means that Nige­
rian science has come of age. Our work 
has proved that hard core science is 

In MI cforin Of rnuro 

difficult because the environment for 
it is not there. How do you pursue a 
hard-headed science in a situation 
where you cannot take electricity for 
granted, cannot take water for 
granted? There are experiments you 
may plan that will have to run contin- 
ously for 6 months. For those 6 
months it means there will be running 
water and there will be power all the 
time. Now how do you do that kind of 
thing in a situation where you can’t 
take any of those things for granted? 
But nevertheless, we have managed 
that and because we manage it means 
that it is possible to solve problems in 
Nigeria.

Many people felt you were long over due 
(or the award, were you expecting it at 
the time it came? ____ , a ( oc

Well I am happy it wasn’t post hum- auspices of private^?"?
ous. I trained in an institute that is ernmnnt ual<
quite famous, that has produced lots 
of notable graduates — that is Cam­
bridge. And one thing you learn within 
a place like that with some of the 
brightest minds in the world, is that 
some of the sharpest minds who won 
various prizes are also very humble 
people. In other words, you do your 
work to the best of your ability. If rec­
ognition comes, you thank your God 
and thank your country men. But you 
don't presume that you are entitled to 
anything. The race of life does not al­
ways belong to the fastest To that ex 
tent one is happy that it came at a time 
that I still have some breath and some 
worth left. I mean it could have come 
when 1 will be an old man and 1 would 
just spend one more year and so on.
But coming at the time it did, it be­
comes a different kind of challenge, 
challenging you now to say look 
Nigeria has given me so much, what

■Politics *
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The problem 
once it starts- 
people

[6"not plan 
sufficiently for our 

future and we do not 
put in enough thought 
' into our preference 
and I believe we should I 
start making efforts j

if they are the kind of success that one 
expects will in fact generate the wealth 
with which the research laboratories 
will be maintained, with which the 
work of the people in the think-tank 
bureaucracy. So to that extent the ex­
posure has been useful because I am 
not now talking theory, I can now give 
practical examples of why the theory 

i is correct
I What is your impression of how the eco - 

nomy and politics of this country have been 
run so far?
Well, we couldn’t avoid that, given the 
ignorance that I indicated existed. We 
didn’t understand the environment

To put it slightly in a different way. 
I see the history of post-independent 
Nigeria in three stages. The first stage 
was impatience. We were so impatient 
that we didn't try to understand what 
we ought to do and what ought to be 
our priorities in terms of the kind of 
life our people should now look for­
ward to or we as a leadership should 
offer our people since the British have 
now left us on our own. That piece of 
impatience led to the kind of crises we 
had in the early 60s that culminated 
in the civil war because it was in the 
struggle between those who thought 
we ought to move in a particular way 
and those who thought we should 
evolve slowly. That impatience gave 
way to the next phase. The phase in 
which a lot of the leadership in this 
country’ was self centred and because 
it was self centered it tended then to 
be ethnically based because people 
wanted to have a base. That second 
phase of ethnic-based politics finally 
gave way to the current situation in 
which we are, which is characterised 
by bureaucracy, mediocrity and cor- 
ruption. Instead of thinking' 
of Nigeria as a nation, and what they 
needed to do to establish a nation, 
everybody fell back to his little village 
enclave to see how he can exploit the 
Nigerian system using the bulwark of 
his village or ethnic position. When 
that finally erupted into the civil war. 
we scattered in different wavs only to 
return having learnt no lessons at all. 
And in fact luckily because of what 
happened to oil. the states were now 
there. The greed and avarice that came 
of that self-centredness led to our trying 
to establish systems that we can con­
trol. which gave rise to bureaucracy.

I The military came into it The civil ser 
. vice came into it. We started hearing 

i about super permanent secretaries 
i and the rest of it It was now what 
j you took out And to take out a larger 
I chunk you organised the system so 
j that you can control it So bureaucracy 
j took over.
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mH
create the conditions for thinking. So 

national question has become so 
important because we have not 
thought through about that what is im­
portant and what kind of life, we think 
an average Nigerian ought to take for 
granted. Because if we have thought 
through then the question of justice 
which is what the people are talking 
about....we would not be preaching 
about it. It will be part of the natural 
life that in this country.

It means simply that until you get 
back to recognise certain basic 
valuesd it will continue 
be everybody for himself and Nigeria 
for all. Unfortunately nobody has built 
Nigeria. So there will be no progress 
until we get back to the drawing board 
as to what is important and what sort 
of society we want to build. May be that 
is what those who talk about the na­
tional question need. But I think that 
when you emphasise it that way it 
looks as if it is just another political

strategy. You want to take advantage 
of others and impress your own. But I 
think it should go beyond that The 
point really is that this is a fantasti­
cally endowed country, some of the 
best minds that Africa has produced 
arc here. If we put our priorities right, 
the first concern would be what kind 
of society do we want? A society that 
would give satisfaction and self fulfil­
ment to every Nigerian.

Indeed, as I said somewhere in the 
book, this country is not a poor coun­
try’. We are supposed to be owing 30 
billion US dollars. The amount of re­
sources of Nigerians that is outside 
Nigeria now. private banks is esti­
mated at between 120 — 160 billion 
dollars. That is why whether it is 
America, whether it is Britain they 
look at you and laugh because if you 
are a serious government you know 
what to do. I have already made my sug- ' 
gestions to the government on what 
we can do.

Where did that estimate come from. It's 
very important.

Why is it important?
Because nobody can just sit down and 

make a rough estimate without any verifi­
able....

Let me tell you these estimates are 
available in the records of financing in­
stitutions including the World Bank.

What suggestions do you make?'
Basically people are saying this 

money belongs to individuals, so you 
can not take from them. Fine, I agree 
ZU though I don’t want us to go into the 
morality of how they got it in the first 
place. ZU1 I am saying is this, you can 
have money which is the money that 
belongs to this country and is in your 
bank and it is creating wealth for you. 
you allow us borrow from you fora very 
small fraction of that money. You can 
now use that as a collateral since it's 
already with you anyway .But then the 
money we borrow wi 1 money that 
will be used for defin te programmes 
that will change the lives of everybody 
here. So that we can pull ourselves up 
and start developing here.

Now■**. we can not develop 
because -whatever we get goes 
into so-called debt-servicing up to 50 
per cent But even what is returning is 
getting less and less which means over 
time what we can pay back will dwindle 
further because there is no increase 
in the wealth creation potential of the 
country. But when I also understand 
-the attitude of foreigners. They don’t 
have to tell you how to set your own 
house in order for you to do that In 
other words. thCy are things Nigerians 
or the Nigerian leadership must do, to

With bureaucracy is that- 
he exceptional people.

■■ make a difference 
who ca"Bccause they will not

engenders. They conformJty that
uniformity on. So when thebureaucracy ms^ * pcQ . u, 
bright Pcopl ’ .ional. the people who not convention"- (hco you
are unorthodox mediocrity
have the routnrem^ >s
develops h-wpened to us. There is exactly what haPP^c b *
an orfi mev leading to mediocrity and 
bureaucrat cornJption.
"o "you tMnk’the answer lies in a natfona! 

conference? Nigeria has become 
Wc“ terestlng in the last 10-15 years, 

veryinteres - seminarians. Tou 
WC ar^h% sen"nar... ■ am sorry that 
^oSer seminar is going to take place 
m ti e country in my name.in the are always going to
talk about this, talk about that But

. W natelv we do not think sufff- unfortunatels. we 
ciently -------------
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system.
Ajayi. that’s

y°u expect to come out of this

1993
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The truth of the matter is 
a country abandons the ‘at 
truth and excellence whieu -Purs“it of of university education basis 
else can work well. The n n°thino 
rily we are talking about 
university. On the 23 of m ” cts the 
the Guardian interviewed ™arch l987 
the time with 2 or 3 excent™'' ’ said «' 
did not have one r 
in the entire universit, 
know how many universe 
at that time and now th» °S 
more. I am not even sur,'.? a: 
get one vice chancellor n at ,'n 
ceived as what a vice ch . roper|y 
to be in the entire Nigerj"'ell<'- 

system now. And the reason I. 
When we abandoned the pu 7""P‘e. 
cellence through politicis rsuit or ex­
position of vice chancellor or ‘he 
that Biobaku I still have tn 1>oticed 
book to know what he said Thread ‘he 
autobiography. 1 hope he will S hia 
tell us why he helped in de at least

lionaires what do they use it for? In 
any case has it made them any more 
intelligent or any more worthy people. 
Do they have a better life than I have? 
1 sleep when I want to, some of them 
can’t sleep. And some of them, when 
they open their mouths, they make a 
fool of themselves because the brain 
packed up a long time ago, because 
they've been calculating the billions 
and since the brain cells were never 
meant for calculating such large sums 
the brain gave up.

How do you see the standard of educa­
tion?

I went through the Nigerian ___ ....
I got my degree at the university of Iba­
dan before I went to Cambridge. My 
going to Cambridge and doing as wc 
as I did was a testimony to the Nigerian 
higher education. It showed how good 
Ibadan was at that time.

So what is happening now?

ofthe younger 
people are getting tO a

on Intellectual mafe"® 
really worthwhile‘?s

chancellors and professors by 
methods that were slightly less than 
the usual academic method, slowly the 
system will be under-minded. The stu­
dents themselves will reduce their ex­
pectations. Senior lecturers will re­
duce their expectations. Sooner or 
later people now expect to be preferred 
to certain positions even when they've 
not done the work. And when in 1964, 
late Professor Kenneth Dike, out of 
nowhere made Onwumechili a profes­
sor at 31, it sent a signal throughout 
the universities as a result, a heal.hy 
competition among very bright minds 
emerged. That’s what produced Z de 

s what produced Ezeilo, My that’s what produced the late
fey Oluwasanmi, Aboyade, Mabogunje and

so on. There was a goal, there was a 
standard. Have you considered that 
not one of the Nigerian national merit 
award winners has been a vice-chan­
cellor.

Kelsey Harrison...

He was already a vice-chancellor be- 
(winner beCame a national merit award

What do 
Punching? 

r 1 think

will have from the outside world, know 
how much he pays the bank manager to 
get dollars for his importation outside 
what official book says. All that is 
added to the cost of the goods before 
he starts selling it So. the consumer 
is suppressed by the things the trader 
pays upfront before he imports and he 
now is to be oppressed by what the 
trader has to pay after the goods have 
arrived. And he sums that a11 up d 
whatever he now wants to sell.
then why should anybody be surpnsca 
that (he naira is falling because tnerc 
is no production to substain i 
longer. Of course we know now 
wc are running what I call a w 
economy. You pass each tol g thosc 

J nio-ir for tiiosvmuch toll you pay is clc. No soci- 
who deal with that businc to.
ety runs that way. And you ca 
lerate it and expect there
That is the only issue ove , antl a 
should be a national ques. confer- 
national conference. Nati° 
ence overdo we want to bujidthis 
country or not? If wc wan sO that 
country what do you have you
this money that you, do n°he system- 
do not have to take it out o can
There is a limit to how m^ accUtnmu 
consume. So what do y° reason is 
late all these for? patl°’ can't even 
that being not scientific their eyes 
count So people who c contract 
and say add 10 mill«°" one mil>‘° 
don't even know what produc 
looks like, in terms of e t(ieir oW 

"e:dCX\7tha‘^\kno7^V^

la»t few years are bil»°

i mink that question belong to I 
friends who put it together. M*n I 
simple. They’ve asked me to com I 
sit and have people look at me an | 
on. And 1 think it should be interest’ & I 
The reason I agreed to it are two-iom- i 
1 think the nation itself needs ° I 
reminded that even though thmb I 
so difficult and conditions are dl * .' I
the nation has to accept itself- I 

, has some of the capacities and hutn i.. laW al rca°urces that are available to decide3 exceptions that we and to conquer its problems. tncludi g I 
real Vice-chancellor the scientific and technological pro I 

versity system. You lems. Many ot the younger people.are 1 
univer.i.=- W(_ had getting to a point where they are asking 

are many themselves; "Is this lite ot working ' 
1 you will intellectual matters really w

y con- while?” But if they now see very e lor ought uent and achieved people in the c 
university spending a whole day and ai
* ymtng'^oplVcanVay'itonlylnanbmm

-1  ̂ to

M hope and confidence in the yop 
—**. is hfc 6eneration that there is a lot to ny mrapny-1 noPe he will at least eVCn in Nl8cria in 1116 pTe®e lon a°l0D‘s why ho helped in destroying "‘instance. particularly if we in 

teli n university system. Or what lnleUecL And then lt lS. ,._n s< 
Nigeria the women who enjoy appreciate •

d in (UNILAG) because that is 1 lo°k forward to my friends saying w hapPen“ started from. Once you had a done. I have heard it many times u 
wbere.\ where people became vice- d°n’t think I would not like to hear 
situau°l once more.

---------

show the outside world that they are 
serious. And I believe that if we show 
that wc arc serious and can use extra 
resources responsibly in a transpa­
rently accountable manner. The de­
tails of how you work out to allow us 
have access to these funds, is, not 
beyond international negotiation.

What's your idea of things we can do?
Like I just said you have to convince 

people that you have a government in 
which every other person is not think­
ing about the 10 per cent or 50 per cent 
that he wants to take. In other words 
if resources arc returned to you what 
are you going to do? Is it going to go 
into practical visible projects that will 
improve the infrastructure here and 
yield once more to production or is it 
going to be... away in consumption and 
then recycled back again into foreign 
accounts. But once you show people 
that you arc serious I think you will 
be surprised how much good will we
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able 
del, 
tier

Ochere,

where you are being backed by voters mus 
de...?

No. not at all. The power you have is 
what your president allows you. 
Whether you come from NRC control 
led state or not. If the president docs 
not delegate power to you, you have 
nothing to do because the constitution 
does not give you any separate respun 
sibility. That is what I am trying to say 
Even if you come from an SDP control 
led state and the president delegates 
you a lot of power, you can only operate 
within the ambit of delegated powers

......Back on
8Ot Hashir ^^rodllct 
*\’'8f°rtheV^fa's bles- 
tbatreal, .^e_~Pee shows 
al>out g Jtics is not all 

°Und and fury.

:orne Nnanna

thal does . OL|T1CS is a 
repoJJ*e Past week 7*tO surPrise-Be' 
the and aniystTeve dfH°litiCal 

aiUe Of Svl. y tS eVer thrcw Up 
aaa former mm”1" Us°h- a d”'“ I 

’ for th?a,:ter- as a possible I
vlOL.Eyes we„. cRC v*ce Presi<lenUal 

nUon high-nIrmly tra*ncd on con- 
nd Pere Aiuv• FS’SUc^ as doe Nwodo 
But th J 'a‘

*°rk Th:"^ Jstrategists were at I 
Jidentallv » Crs Of the PartY« who. in- 
fUnct NaUonal"'nChieftains of the de‘ 
^Offling a mtfe arty °f Nigcria' were L 
Bashir aiffercnt Pack or cards for 
dcntial nL^an Tofa’ the NRC Prcsi 
s“g. a nam earer‘ By Tuesday even-

be 62 W^S P’cked- B turned out 
a . .y ar’OM Ugoh whose only not- 

legat "1^ S° far’ was tbal hc was a 
tion 6 31 tbe Rort-Har(-'ourt Conven-

Paid aXyedneSday evenin8 when TSM 
Place /Slt tO his Ikoyi residence-the 
Manv noLabU2Z With PeoP,e You bct- 
news hem were c,ulchin8the daYs 
lines P^Pers that carried banner head­
stair s tbe man himself was up- 
tj- s’ holding a meeting. After some 
a \ h’- BnaRy descended, dressed in 
Io k-te Igb° bush irt and red cap. 
derlyng ratber simple, calm and el- 
h Nothing about the way he carried 

‘niself suggested that this was a man 
c ePar‘n8 to mount the soap box to 
ampaign for votes. Almost absent was 

ysual flambouyant gestures of 
Po iticians. The man who sat in front 

our reporters and cameraman 
°oked more like a diplomat than a 

v°te-hunter.
But. Ugoh said he knew the game.

I e Was familiar with it. He was ready 
Or iL "When I joined NPN in 1979." he 

said, "people wondered how 1 could 
campaign among Igbos. They thought 

couldn’t speak the language. But I 
showed them that I could."

Ugoh-'l bn 9 an in,promptu

Stitutional pow^ asR that questions 
dent? You have to as pcr
first. Now. how do > dent? I( you
formance ot « wers are. then
don't know what n> V.Then. oneC 
how can you ass«sonstitutionally he 
you realise that ident wants
only does what th P basjs that 
him to do. it is on*)

“SS’S.n.OP-l"'-1’”

«™‘„x that those who sa d he

f°^eadrew?king of the P<1«« game
(Cuts in| What do you mean by the 

POWhart we’mean is that you are coming 
from NRC controlled state unlike Ekwueme 
who was from an NPP controlled state and 
serving in an NPN government, there is an 
element of power in the present situation

So. what it means is that the vice presi 
dent is at the mercy of the president?

You should have known that befon 
now. I am now telling you what is ii 
the constitution (laughter).

But would you have it otherwise? If yo 
have your way would you say no. let u 
have a situation where the vice preside! 
has constitutional provisions allowing hii 
some responsibilities?

I was a member of the Constituer 
Assembly in 1978. I believe then and 
believe now. that the executive powei 
must be reposr’d on the person. Othe 
wise you will have intractable co 
flicts. It only depends on the pt 
sonalities of the president and tl
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vice president that would determine 
how much vice president dpes. 
Nowhere can he have defined powers 
for the vice president without having 
conflicts.

This time around you are talking of the 
powers to be concentrated on one person 
so that he can perform without unnecessary 
conflicts, but you have an SDP controlled 
National Assembly and obviously you are 
going to have a very long drawn conflict 
of ideas. So how do you reconcile that?

In the Second Republic, the NPN did 
not control the National Assembly. 
The NPN was a minority party and what 
it means is tghat you have to com­
promise with the opposition partry. 
You cannot have your way all the way 
but if your are dealing with reasonable 
people, you can get on. Afterall. in the 
United States, you find out that when 
the Republicans controlled the Presi­
dency. the democrats controlled the

1959
1961

1964.
to the

2 - *'< Consul-
■ of the Nigerian 

in association with 
. of Canada (1988. 

----------- ’ , the ininle
— 89|. the stimulation loan

" “ . ... the African Dew 
Ba^k 11989 92). n Feasi

congress and bills were passed " 
there is nothing unique in our . ut 
lion. si‘ua.

Okay quite apart from theTofa-uOnll „ 
et, obviously we need a change in „ (clt- 
attitude In the Third Republic; so wh tlcal 
some of these changes you will gdvi 
we enter Into the Third Republic? ’Sc

We need a change in the attit.— 
the voters, that is how to start S °r 
once you get the right change an<> 
attitude of the voters. you wj.‘n the 
nitcly set corresponding change ‘ien 
performances and attitude of*11' 
elected, whether they are natio' Uleir 
sembly members or in the exe as' 
But when the voters don't kno CUt‘Ve- 
they want, then they give a /ieZ(f'^Wha* 
their elected representatives iv y to 
has to start from the grassroots'5*1' ft 
is where the change has to start ■'that 
want to have a meaningful cha Ify°u 
the top. nSe at

Sylvester U. Ugoh
Place of Birth: 
Date of Birth:
Marital Status:

TtirniiiiniiYMnriiTiNF MAY2J22i

Umuokrika. Ahiazu Mbaisc. Imo State. 
20th April. 1931.
Married with five children. 

Schools Attended: Holy Family College. Abak. Akwa Ibom 
State. 1947-51 University of New 
Hampshirc.U.S.A 1955 - 59. Harvard 
University. Cambridge. Mass.,U.S.A, 
1959 61: 1963 64.
Cambridge School Certificate. 1951 

(Econs). 
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....... National Delegate
NRC National Convention represen­
ting Ahiazu Mbaise L.G.A. 
Executive Director. Skoup & Co. Ltd 
This is one of the oldest and most 
renowned Management Consulting 
Firms in Nigeria. Its activities include 
economic and market surveys, easi - 
lity studies, economic and financial 
advisory services. management 
information services, project manage- 
ment and monitoring services. It works 
for government ministries, parastat.is. 
such international organisations as 
the World Bank, the Food and Agri- 
cultural Organisation, the • 
Development Bunk an P™. 
pnses. In recent year ()f [)r
among others, a K 
Nigerian Customs T» „
tion with some World B. 
tants (19871: a Survey 
Steel Sub Sector 1 
Hatch Associates
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on"? “veno' <j° you ,h(nl< IBB oV?mment 
l''“gust 2°7e,c«ed civilian g«vcrP

pasHnge^ that If I didn't I
‘o h7 Ume' 1 believe th»“ h in 

race antl over- that is why « a,n

Hn!e *° d<‘liv Sal<1 ** bcforc and & thirrt this 

?Pti°r> has ?at is whY s° far- a there 

er,ders? many other prominin
I WaS Pk r-f

F?r<,s J?Sen on the basis of my ’

JQ^ts(jggdy °f some petroleum

Advisory Committee on 
UP by fu axeS- This com mitteewasset 
ning tn eI'4inistry of Budget and Plan' 
“"vise Qnaview a» indirect taxes and 
Centive °Yernment on how the dism 
investm effects of indirect taxes on 
assess ant co“ld be reduced and 

bed not only recommen
record *ntroducti°n of MVAT, it also 
ITlchtation dCd the PIan for 

Unde?11 Minister of Education. It was 
tion tenure that the new educa­
te n??-liCy was Commenced. This is 
Subiecf1Cy- that introduced vocational 
eUrrici i* *nto the secondary school 
asses^rr.Uai as weh as continuous 
tlciern • ent Of students instead of 
on »> lninS students' performance 
^cderM basis of one examination. 
Techn*. Minister of Science and 
did nn» 1 set UP the Ministry as it 
Unde exist before my appointment 
teei. r .H’y leadership. science and 
was H po,icy for lhc country 
this th^ned’ 11 Was on the basis of 
of ti hat the research programmes 

uie various Research Institutes 
e worked out

Th niller th0 Transition Committee, 
p ls was a committee set up by the 

resident-elect to work wfth some 
°P civil servants on the modalities 
°r the transfer of the federal adminis 
dUon from the military Head of State 

o the elected civilian President. This 
J-onimittce advised on the number of 

K Federal ministries to be set up
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the Committee advised 
ture 
NPN 
lino

contact man u.ili the delegations from 
otherStates.
Chairman. Planning Committee for the 
Polytechnic. Nckede. Owerri. Under 
my leadership, the Committee worked 
out a blueprint for the development of 
thb State s Polytechnic.
Executive Director. Skoup & Co. Ltd. 
Acting Director. Economic Develop­
ment Institute of the University of 
Nigeria. This was a Research Institute 
established by the University to 
engage in investigations into socio­
economic problems.

tfcular and the East In general? Can you 
deliver the East?

There is no doubt about that What 
we are concerned about is whether we 
deliver the East in such a way that the 
other party docs not get up to the one- 
third of the vote cast, is the only thing 
important to us. Whether we will win 
or not. that we have taken for granted, 
we know we will do it.

Given your calm disposition, how are you
| going to cope with the abrasiveness that 
i goes with politics?

----  ---------------- ' thrlf in 19/9. I Tan
,c resided in one person.~

thing is >< is
« hat « are uscd ,o So 1

donTanticipate any problem in that

the chances of your party

■

Member. Nigerian Economic Society. 
Past President. 1966 71. Member.
Nigerian Institute of Management 
Reading. Listening to music.

“Power si 

now but the 
lighter than 1

Member. Governing Council of the 
Nigerian Institute for Social and 
Economic Research (NISER).
Governor. Bank of Biafra. During the 
Nigerian Civil War. I had the responsi­
bility to establish and lead the team 
th.it managed the Bank of Biafra 
trader very’ difficult conditions.
Member. Board of African Continental 
Bank. Ltd.
Deputy Director. Economic Develop 
merit Institute of the University 
of Nigeria.
Lecturer in Economics. University of 
Nigeria. I lectured on several under­
graduate courses including economic 
theory, international trade, national 
accounts, applied economics.
Assistant Lecturer in Economics. 
University of Nigeria.

an.d’ the responsibilities of C3^- 
nunistry. It was this committee, for 
‘"stance. that recommended the 
creation of the ministry of Science 
and Technology, the removal of the 
budget department from the ministry 
of Finance to the office of the Presi­
dent. and the creation of a National 
;JanPinR Commission. In other words.

~-------- - on the struc-
of the new civilian government 
Deputy Governor candidate in 
State. Contested the election 

but lost it 
Member. Federal "Think Tank" This 
was a committee set up in the Cabinet 
office of the Federal Government to 
study, formulate and advise the 
Federal Government on various policy' 
options. The "Think Tank" was 
the fore-runner of the Institute for 
policy’ and strategic studies. Kuru.

“ 1 of Golden Guinea
was during the period 
the Board that the 

privatised, its shares 
stock market and its

is -------------------------------------------------------------
well with peoni« ’J’ als° I net 
sive persoPn^ <Wt hag« 

much have been a"> sure all these 
didnT and U’at is WhvSidered in 
rtidn t campaign I J\cven though, I 
“-"tynam^hb,^.

^a,,pc°P|e ™ 
cany on X th^ng^ d° W^ntendT

cedented challenoc as 1 ldve unpre- 
This is a matter of ad 9iven your age?

I am 62 but 1 atn “"“-‘management 
•t"ow that once.. g°O<1 hca,th andIl 
I will be able to carrv ^na?al-c "V “me 
at the campaign J?7 1 have looked
aa hectic as u?hat Weg?mmc- “ is 
19/8 and 1979. youWre ‘

Member. Board 
Breweries Ltd. It 
that I was on 
company’ was 
quoted on the 
production capacity doubled. 
Member. Board of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria. It was during my tenure 
on the Board that the CBN was re­
structured. three positions of Exe­
cutive Directors created in addition 
to the positions of the Governor and 
Deputy Governor. Also, it was during 
that period that the computerisation 
of the Bank commenced. I resigned myr 
membership on my appointment as a 
Minister.
Member. Constituent Assembly for 
the 1979 Constitution. At the Cons­
tituent Assembly. I was selected by 
the Imo State members as their

Well, don’t forget that in 1979. I ran 
for deputy governorship of Imo State. 
I campaigned throughout Imo State, 
at that time there were people who 
thought I couldn't speak Igbo. they 
were surprised to hear me speak Igbo. 
This is a game I have played before. I 
am not new in it. so I am not worried 
about it?
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the p '____________-______
be 2°&*arera. The lecture will 
r.,1* Hi|aireda by Fulbright scholar, 
v°*gate Tjn;’ n associate professor at

Who?, ersity. Hamilton - New
ThC °AtJ n°W 3 visiting Professor 

a9®7' ^etZXa*°*OWo died on May 9, 
P Sunday T* date which riow fell on 
t.°yndatjo tnd therefore made the 
^ties v ° shift the memorial ac-

Publir , days. The endowments 
carUti°nalisinCtUrc are aimed at in- 
J t,On relat„?g 0,6 scholarly and edu- 
,cy Which asPects of the Awo le- 

Ork fen,-. Foundation through its

late 
Obafemi Awolowo the leader of the de­
funct Unity Party of Nigeria was in love 
with educational development in 
Nigeria is not in doubt But the one 
year-old foundation established “to 
continue the work of building a united 
Nigeria through the ideals that in­
spired the public and patriotic activi­
ties of the man.” is now set to under­
score Awo’s achievement in that direc­
tion.

So come May 11. two days aft-?r the 
fifth memorial anniversary of the man, 
four first generation Nigeria univer­
sities — the Obafemi Awolowo Univer­
sity. Ife; University of Nigeria, Nsukka; 
Ahmadu Bello University. Zaria and 
the University of Ibadan will benefit 
from a four million naira endowments 
by the Awolowo Foundation.

The endowments, all of which are di­
rected towards creating privileged pro­
fessional chairs in the universities are 
expec ted Jo augment research efforts in 
the university systems in Nigeria cur­
rently suffering from the asphyxiating 
economic situation in the country. The 
endowed professorial chairs will be in 
the fields of Jurisprudence for OAU, 
Economics for Ibadan. Social Science 

ABU. and Applied Science at 
Nsukka.

The choice of the universities and 
areas of study were based on recom­
mendation by a studying committee 
set up by the Governing Council of the 
Foundation to advise it on issues con­
cerning grants, and endowments.

A statement emanating from the o 
fice of the executive secretary of t e 
Foundation who is also a daughter o 
the late politician. Tokunbo Awolowo^ 
Dosumu, said that the efforts are ■■ i 
fulfilment of the objectives of 
Foundation to pursue Scholarly ac 
tivities unencumbered by dogm 
ideology or any limitation.’

The May 11 programme 
eludes the launching of a book 
Nigeria: The Way Forward. The 
is a compilation of the submi 
made by participants at the

prog. 
a Public 
African 
Law

Aw© Foundation set
Awolowo Foundation dialogue wb- . 
held on December 16 1992 , *Ch 
Nigeria Institute of International 
fairs (NIIA|. The book is expect 
provide an intellectual framework 
guide policy makers in their di>, 
evolving public policies." UIy °f

The memorial anniversarv 
ramme will be concluded by ’ 
lecture on the "Attitute of 
States towards International

also in­
titled 

__ book 
^missions 

firstat
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Bruce Lee's son feared
that killed himcurse

Bang!

Culled from foreign media

If/

d curse
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ANG!
Don't forget to send flowers!

That chilling request 
star Brandon Lee was 
Prophetic last words • just

L Page 28

from action _ 
the actor’s 

before he 
was shot to death March 31 on the set 
of the film “The Crow”!

Brandon, the son of martial arts 
legend Bruce Lee. was asking another 
actor to remember to bring the flowers 
for his character’s upcoming funeral 
scene.

But those ironic words reflect the ob­
session with death that plagued the 
actor since his father died from a mys­
terious brain swelling while filming a 
movie 20 years ago.

Brandon. 28, and members of his 
family were convinced that a deadly 
curse hung over his family and he was 
doomed to die young • like his father!

An ENQUIRER investigation into the 
shooting of Brandon Lee has unco­
vered bizarre circumstances sur­
rounding Brandon’s death and mys­
terious similarities between his un 
timely end and his father's death at the 
age of 32.

Brandon’s last film was beset with 
freak accidents. Just weeks before 
Brandon was killed by a prop gun. 
another actor on "The Crow" disco­
vered a prop gun loaded with a live bul­
let.

Brandon believed that the males in 
his family had been cursed because his.

j grandfather angered some Chinese 
merchants." his fiancee Eliza Hutton 
28. told a friend.

"They had their revenge by hiring a 
mystic. He placed an ancient curse 
that would bring death, destruction

including Brandon.
"He tofd one of the grips that he had 

premonitions he would be injured or 
die on this set", confided, a buddy.

Incredibly. Bruce Lee’s last film, 
"Game of Death", seems to have pre­
dicted how Brandon would die. In it, 
Bruce portrays an actor who is hunted 
by the mob. The gang switches live bul­
lets for blanks in a prop gun. And 
Bruce Lee’s character ends up being 
shot

Brandon Lee was buried next to his 
father in a Seattle cemetery on April 3.

"Brandon told me he always felt he 
would die an early death." the actor's 
devastated mom told a source.

"Bruce was always on Brandon's 
mind and he often wondered if all the 
talk about a curse was really true. After 
this I can’t say there isn't something to

Family Reveals
nd unhappiness.”
The young actor's uncle. Robert Lee. 

told a reporter after Brandon's death 
that the young man s grandfather had 
added to the death jinx by being buried 
next to a boy who had died at the age 
of 12.

The uncle said that according to 
Chinese belief, bad luck would follow 
the family until the patriarch s body 
was moved or a wall was built between 
him and the young boy.

Brandon was so obsessed with dying 
young he drove around in his own 
hearse, went to France to visit the 
grave of rock singer Jim Morrison who 
died At the age of 28. and was haunted 
by recurring dreams that he would be 
shot

"Brandon said he would never live to 
see 30,” his fiancee Eliza told her 
friend.

"I thought he was crazy. He said. 
•Let's get married and start a family 
soon. There’s a curse on this family 
and I'm going to be the next one to go.' 
Brandon would wake up sweating at 
night. He says: "Time’s running out. 
I'm going to die young just like Dad. 1 
see this gun in my dream. Then I feel 
a bullet ripping through my guts... and 
I'm gone.’"

The lovers set their wedding for April 
17. as soon as "The Crow" finished 
filming.

But Brandon never finished "The 
Crow". It was plagued with bad luck 
from day one.

The first day of shooting a worker 
was severely burned by an electric 
wire. Later, an angry sculptor went ber­
serk and drove his car through the 
studio’s workshop. On top of that, a 
carpenter slipped and fell, accidentally 
driving a screwdriver through his 
hand.

But the most shocking accident in­
volved a close call with a gun. disclosed 
an insider.

"About three weeks before Brandon 
died, one actor, just before the 
cameras were set to roll checked his 
gun and found a live bullet The guy was 
badly shaken.”

The accidents unnerved everyone.
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of burden

Load-carrying: It's no way to treat a woman

The hard times has not 
only found more women in 
the labour sector, it has

of job but I have no choice. The only 
thing I do is that I don’t carry very 
heavy’ things."

The effect of this strenous job could 
be easily seen on the women. None of 
them looked quite healthy. They all ap­
peared haggard, languid and skinny. 
All of them complained of various ail­
ment which ranged from headache, 
tiredness to joint pains, chest pains 
and all. For all these sicknesses they 
resort to self medication as an easy 
and cheap way of obtaining relief. Most |

pr- >3 Here come the beasts

I rW Mile 12
1 market, a place in Lagos known for the 

sale of foodstuff these women are I mostly found. Their occupation is load
- carrying and they constitute a larger 
number of these people commonly 
known as ’Kayas’ or ’Alabani’. The 

j women who are mostly of middle age 
I and child bearing age work from the

of them to plunge into dif­
ficult - and hazardous 
jobs to keep body and soul 
together.

By Felicia 
Onyegbula

number of those TSM spoke with said 
they were indigenes* of Oyo and Osun, 
nearby neighbouring states of Lagos. 
One of them had this to say: 1 am from 
Ibadan and my children qnd husband 
arc there. These little one here (indi­
cating a baby strapped to her back) is 
the only one with me here. I work early 
in the morning and when the sun is 

also forced a good number up I have to find a shelter because of
- ■ my child. I had to pick up this job be­

cause there is no money to feed my 
children". This statement was echoed 
by another load carrier who had diffi­
culty walking fast because of an ad­
vanced pregnancy. "I know it is danger­
ous for me to be involved in this kind

early hours of the morning till late at 
Oamen/Grace niShL They are seen walking briskly 

in an ant-like fashion up and down the 
market Theirs is an all work and little 
play life. Probably due to the 
need to make a reasonable amount of 
money within the business hours, 
hardly would any of these women stop 
to chat with anybody except, of course 
for business transaction. Some of 
them have babies strapped to their 
backs as they tortuously drag their 
heavy loads along. Some others are „ i;„_ in“the market I

... „ ..• * . ... . . of these women live in tne marketseen with protruding bellies signifying ° hut.like houses built with iron
various stages of pregnancy. A good p _____ J
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sheets. Nothing could be found these 
houses that spoke of comfort except 
for a fcW belongings littered here and 
there. One of the women informed TSM 
that they pay N10 per month as rent 
Considering all the pains and strains 
involved the job of carrying loads does 
not apear quite lucrative. To carry a 
load from the market to Mile 12 bus 
stop, these women charge N5. In a day 
it is possible to realise N100 or more. 
But then part of it is used for feeding 
and purchasing o( drugs.

Apart from these easily detected 
problems, other dangers lurk unseen 
for the load carriers. Their job does not 
offer much security for them as 
women. They arc harassed by traders 
and buyers on a daily basis. One of 
these women disclosed to TSM that on 
many occasions they have been beaten 
and rendered naked in the market 
place and at the least provocation. This 
is true, as attested to t • •
deaths of these women in recent times.

Alasc. president of the traditional 
medicine dealers at Mile 12 market, 
told TSM a woman called Omotayo or 
lya Seri recently lost her life. She had 

per seller during a fight which initially 
involved the deceased and another 
load carrier. The effect of this happen-

Alase...President of traditional medt^^ 
by the number of for Rural Women look into the issue? 

„ it concerns Labour Laws, some sec­
tions of the International Labour Laws 
do not allow women to do certain kinds 
of jobs. TSM talked to a doctor and a 

- - ---------- labour official. Peter, a medical prac- 
been beaten to death by an Hausa pep- titioner at TOPAZ hospital says ••every
per seller during a fight which initially profession has its own hazards. But
involved the^ deceased and another yie ones most likely to be common
---------- *7* “ ‘ ' rr._- to load carrying is Hernia, sprains and 
ing is still being felt till now. As at the spOnstaneous abortion or premature
time TSM visited Mile 12 market, most birth in pregnant women. The Nigerian

*"“7 1 ~ ” *—......J Labour Congress (NLC) issue was rep­
going about their business activ- resented by Chris Uyot, the assistant

’ ........................... secretary, Information and Public Re­
lations Office . He told TSM NLC does 
not subscribe to women doing odd jobs

-n from~erlea rnanyth,-=

dealers, Mile 12
like carrying loads. He says Apart 
from the harassment they go through, 
women generally are not supposed to 
do that kind of job. But. the cause for 
this is not far-fetched. We are facing a 
crucial period, things are so difficult 
hence people resort to any type of bus­
iness to make ends meet Part of this 
is the devaluation of naira and removal 
of oil subsidy. This type of practice by 
women due to lack of job. money and 
so on must be discouraged.

However, Ufot, like most could do no­
thing to ameliorate the situation, only 
to hope, as he says, for government to 
rise up and do something about it

“It has been my 

folks who have r.c 
virtues.”

of these women have been banned 
from g
ity. During the Idel Kabir festival last 
year, a pregnant woman who was also 
a load carrier was beaten to death by 
an Hausa trader. And for about 3 days, 
no business activity took place in the 
market. In all, about 5 load carriers 
were reported to have lost their lives 
in this fashion. The death of Omotayo 
was confirmed by Allen Akinde, the Di­
visional Police Officer at Ketu Police 
Station in Lagos. According to him. the 
woman had died and her murderer is 
in police custody at Panti Police Sta­
tion.

Beating ups and killings are not the 
only hazards these women are facing. 
There is also the danger of kidnapping. 
A rather young girl disclosed to TSM 
that the reason why most of these 
women don’t talk to people is for fear 
of being kidnapped. “Some days ago. 
two big women (rich women) came to 
this market and took one of the load 
carriers away. Till today, we’ve not 
seen her."

The question is should these 
women be allowed to continue to do 
this kind of job, considering their frail 
nature and peculiarities, as the female 
sex? In spite of the hard times, could i 
not organisation like the Better Life

If you are willing to admit you are all 

wrong when you are all wrong, you are all right.”
— Southeastern Oil Review I CAN’T afford to go around saying 

it’s hard for me because I’m a 
woman.”
— Brig Gen. Marceliler J. Harris America § first 
black female Airforce General 

“MoTNATUON is what c-z 

started. Habit is what keeps 
going.

■ .../ experience that 
no vices have very few

I (ij -^ham Lincoln

/ IT was like one big burden taken 
I off my head. This is not the end

I of the world.”I I" Atl‘ola Ogunduyile on the yanking off of 
I her column tn The Punch' newspapaer.

I WhEIM they travel abroad, which 
I they do at every opportunity, they go 
/ on first class air tickets and lodge in 
I ‘five star’ hotels. The estacodes which 
I they collect are changed here and be- 
/ fore you know it, they become biaira .

I millionaires”.• - Columnist Mary Kanu on government 
I agents who glorify the removal of petroleum

I subsidy.

dim Ryun.

®*Perience that

-------- > experi-

“FINAHCEisth
rency from hand to' ha^ PaSSin9 cur-
disappears." and until it fina||y

Robert Samoa
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By Felicia Oamen

ASHION has 
since left the realm of unbend­
ing rules. Just like the jet age 
of the nineties, it comes more 
liberal, dynamic and with little 
restrictions nowadays. 
Thanks to SAP. fashion desig-

1 ners and their customers have 
I become more adventurous, 
I imaginative and creative with 
I colours and cuts. The results 
I have not been disappointing.
I They have turned out exquis- 
I ite-designs that could make 
I their foreign counterparts 
| green with envy. Nevertheless, 
I colour-choice is still deter- 
I mined by a lot of factors. TSM 
I visited Nike Okeowo, Chair- 
| man Nikky Africana Institute 
I of Fashion Design findings 
I useful.

J

KEO = This is a vibrant, 
bold and flamboyant colour. It’s a 
ceremonial outfit for some tribes in 
Nigeria like the Ibos. Red is not very 
advisable for those who are overweight 
because it boosts your figure and 
makes you look fatter. It is better on 
slim people. Neither is it a colour 
recommended for fair-complexioned 
people. If you have to use red, you 
would tone it down with a touch of 
green, navy blue and so on. Red on 
black is not advisable because of its 
sharp contrast Red could go on 
white, but it not really advisable.

WHITE: It is a soft
and immaculate colour. It stands out 
as a symbol of affluence and author­
ity. It shows how comfortable its 
wearer is, since you need a lot of care 
and money to keep the colour. Most 
men and women opt for white. And 
no matter what figure you possess, 
white will suit you. In terms of com­
bining white with other colours, you 
will find it a flexible colour indeed. It 
goes with any other colour. White 
could be combined with a shade of 
grey to give it a silver lining. This is 
a very soft combination.

HLACK:
erful colour. Often worn 
dinner, cocktail and so on. 
people wear L - ------o ” *

It is a pow- 
at night for 

~ «•»,. Some 
it during the day too. It

is a corporate colour for lawyers. It 
is also a man’s colour.It is not advisable for dark com- 
plexioned people to wear black at 
night It can also be rather uncom­
fortable during the day because it ab­
sorbs heat. Black is not advisable for 
slim figures either, because it tones 
down your figure and makes you in­

visible. Black goes 
royal blue.

PIIVK: This is basi 
cally a woman’s colour.. It is not ad 
visable for men except those in shoi 
business. Pink is a sweet colour tha 
suits both slim people and ove 

weights.

THrmihiniT Mftfiirilir Will 1111

well on gold o
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BTCW1 \
From our next edition, we will \

> be featuring on our LIFE & STYLE \ 
\ pages once even; month profile \ 
1 of YOUTH LEADERS —Success- 1 
\ ful young people who have \

made a mark in society. 1
The purpose is to spur in \ 

l young people to dream and 1 
1 reach for their dreams; in spite 
\ of the perversive bleakness.
1 If our YOUTH LEADERS could

„ ltS

So^gh*

—-

’■-■rc.nrriLiL.irDTEe.lsEtJ1 ureen. 1 
Bright colours like orange & jten I yellow are recommended for c g^e,
especially those on the da* caus® 
White is out of the question b 
it can’t be maintained. __ ,

coiof, 
at nig*11

bright co'o^
a co'^Jeopl'

!°I It W

of its wearen
for slim at-

v-xj**1

-s °i

..■o^e *'°r A rather
ca® be wom by i mate ft wby not youl

— -

t“ .man and woman's 
i // suitable for use at i -,the day. c0<_ \

gold z * e e”® Jt is a \ 

strictly restricted to \
precisely after 6 p-m P ais0'5 a go®s \ 

■| female colour which can qcA \
\ by men in show busin®5 \

'jA on any other colour. ^^cr® fge. \ 
11 \ _ yiUe V’C'm \

\ different shades of brov/ . so ° a \
* chocolate, light brov/n a prO^°.oUr \
M whatever shade it com®5: s c° er \ 
W man’s colour. It is a ser?w \

\ that doesn't get dirty ®aS'-' a\sO v \
\ women in corporate jobs \
\ brown. a \

'A ‘ -c, a \
‘l.:\ It ' tbe \

\ bright and bold colon fOr f \
- \ woman's colour and is g°^ ^ight 1
x \ tropics. It could be worn \
£' \ during the day. cO^°uV \

\ O.WtlE'sr z Ws,?oamana\
■i- \ worn for mourning. It Is a ^at's d v j 
Al colour. Grey is one colour ^orn j

WA readily picked. It could ”5 -iary./°
men or women

111k suits, grey goes well on b
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Prize
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espe-

The Making of A
The book launching of OgbonnaJJa Onu. 
the making of a rare breed book place re­
cently al Nigerian Institute of International 
Affairs. The occasion, was graced by eminent 
personalities among whom were MKO 
Abiola. SDP presidential aspirant. 
Odumegwu Ojukwu. Mailama Side. Ogbon- 
naya Onu and Chris Anyanwu publisher 
of TSM.

INMARSAT and the International In­
stitute of Communications (IIC) are co­
sponsoring an essay contest fdor vis­
ionaries. The essays are expected to de­
scribe how mobile satellite services wl..| 
serve mankind in the 21 century, 
dally in the developing countries

The Essay must be between 4,000 and 
6,000 words in length. They must be re­
ceived by July 15, 1993. The winning 
xize is £1,000 plus a one-week expenses 
paid trip to Mexico City for the IIC An­
nual Conference in September. The run­
ner-up prize is £500. Address to be used: 
Carol Joy, Executive Director, Interna­
tional Institute of Communications, 
Tavistock House South, Tavistock 
quare, London WCIH 9LF FaxL —4471 
80 0623.
PLease mark all envelops. "Intermedia 

rin" Good luck I
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Government Launch 
Joint Nutrition 

Campaign
BASED on the successful |au 
ie Joint Nutrition Campaig 
nd Ondo States, the qove

fo,mo51 desert,*iind col 

sX^^,t,nCo..^-

AJeti^a

C°nference/AGM held * ^ra
'"Enugu. q5i in H,.child'?''.

Eorn on April / 7. . ^ilh l^rrmer al 
S'*e. Mayen is t part"
She is presently Lhe r rid‘n^ h‘^ 
'Ken Associates. keep '

rhe Zesty family '

.1 ClooM' 
Godfrey Bi^s t-oo^

Photo sho^s the
°> Ihe chairman o/ the °

|to achieve a self-reliant and 
Inatlon.



THE ANGOLAN CRISIS:
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Dos Sanlos.-.Wants a CJHITA ceasefire

By Joseph CJmunegbu

L

Angolan envoy to Nigeria, 
Brito Sozinho, chats with 
TSM on why Savintbi de­
serves no power share — 
among other issues — as 
another round of Angolan 
peace talks kicked off last 
week.

tah!"
— Brito Sozinho
The Angolan Ambassador 
to Nigeria

Savimbi stands f@r
achieved. But the grey bearded Ango­
lan ambassador to Nigeria, Brito 
Sozinho. held a different view: “There 
will be no brokered power, 
Never....there must be a ceasefire with­
out conditions." he told TSM.

No doubt. Sozinho is a veteran. Right 
from his youth, he appreciated the 
necessity of liberating his people from 
the clutches of Portuguese colonialism. 
With Eduardo Dos Santos, the current 
president of Angola, and other young 
bloods. Sozinho set off for Zaire and 
Congo Brazaville to join the guerilla 
struggle of the MPLA. Here, he per­
formed various functions, such as rep­
resenting the MPLA in Guinea (Con­
akry’). After Angola’s independence. 
Sozinho became Director of Protocol 
and then Director (or Africa a‘nd the 
Middle East, in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for 12 years of which he was 
subsequently appointed ambassador 
(or Benin. Togo. Niger. Burkina Faso. 
Ghana and presently Nigeria.

In the interview with TSM Sozinho 
casts a picture on why Savimbi de­
serves no gains from his spoils and

back for democratic aspirations in An­
gola.

It certainly laid to waste the techni­
cal and logistic skills imported by the 
UN, not to mention the financial re­
sources. which a UN source placed at 
$80 million (N2 billion).

After UNITA successfully captured 
Huambo, Angola s second city, the 
rebel force gleefully returned to the 
negotiating table in Abidjan. Ivon 
Coast, hoping to wield a stronger bar­
gaining stick than at the last peace 
talks held in Addis Ababa the Ethio­
pian capital. Last weekend, the rival 
factions agreed to share power once 
the war is over, if a ceasefire is

N recent years, a number of 
countries took a shot at ending 
bloodshed and civil strife by pinning 
their hopes on democracy. But at best 
in became an uneasy experiment A suc­
cessful transition requires an ongoing 
commitment from all sides concerned, 
to lay down their arms and embrace 
reconciliation andpolitical pluralism.

Though holding a national election 
is a vital first step forward, its outcome 
may still flounder. Anyone who has 
watched the unfolding drama in An­
gola knows that the path to peace can 
steer a country through uncharted 
waters and volatile terrains.

Following Angola’s United Nations 
(UN) supervised elections, .last Sep­
tember, renewed fighting exploded. 
This kicked off a catalogue of inci­
dences which threw the embattled

I country back into the abyss of civil 
• war. The rebel UNITA’s unchallenged 
| return to turmoil was a serious set
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highlights the courageous struggles of 
the pre and post-independence resis­
tance of the Western backed UNITA as­
saults. Excerpts:

0 world

there H C are suffering. Why should 
crat h 6 d War? Savimbi is not a demo- 

UN1TA*S an OVer‘ambitious dictator. 
tilitics a HVantS susPension hos­
ing hosSli^1® cannot hold. Suspend- 
comment means UNITA can re- 

o. suspen 
---- ---------r man ceasefire gives UN. A

because they were given armaments, 
drugs, money, diplomatic and logistic 
support South Africa and the US felt 
they had to contain a supposed com­
munism in the region. They refused to 
accept Angola as being anything but a 
capitalist State. Since South Africa and 
US has no common border with An­
golas. they needed a stooge and this 
instrument became UNITA South Af­
rica and the US argued that Savimbi 
was the man who wanted democracy 
for Angola and he is anti-communisL 
He needs every support to fight the propangada. 
communists, they said. And they are 
still supporting Savimbi till today. He 
is being assisted by certain South Afri­
can conservatives and facists and the
semi conservatives in the US. policy by recognising the democratically

Now that the cold war is over there elected Angolan government. Why
is no need for the Angolan conflict delay? Do you think he can make this radical 
since elections took place in the coun­
try, which was considered free and fair 
by the international community. Just 
because UNITA lost the elections, the 
carnage resumed. This makes no 
sense. If Savimbi says he fought for 
democracy, he should learn to behave 
democratically. Democracy does not 
involve arms to fight others — it is a

Why has the war persisted since the coun­
try's Independence In 1975?

This is because it was an imposed 
war. After the Portuguese coup d’etat in 
1974 (which brought the facist govern­
ment of General Antonio Spinola to 
power), UNITA emerged as one of the 
three principle political parties in An­
gola. They were recognised by the Por­
tuguese colonial masters and had re­
course to mercenaries. When MPLA 
was proclaiming independence in 
1975, as the strongest political party 
with the widest support in Angola, we 
were invaded from the North by Zai­
rean armed forces and mercenaries, 
and from the South, by the regular 
South African army.

How much support has South Africa given 
UNITA?

UNITA persists thanks to South Af- 
ricaand the United States. UNITAgrew Sauimbi....Hungry for power

with the idea that Savimbi is a democ­
rat But since there is a new state sec- 
retarv who is looking at the Angolan 
file and President Clinton gave ten 

for the state department to give 
concrete reasons why recognition had

change?
The present administration took of 

fice in January. And shortly after, a 
new state department came into being. 
Previously. Herman Cohen and Jeff 
Davidoff were in charge of African af­
fairs. They had a speciality. The Ango­
lan file. And we knew that these same 

involve mins tw ugnu outers — n»a . men were under George Bush — aeon- -
political game and UNITA should play servative. And it is these same people ~~ People whn . Wers m Parl‘ameni 
this political game. Savimbi is not who used to support UNITA Therefore, ni*litarist aDnrn^h" ttmt-t
democratic, but a facist. because any information they gave on the Ango- go to them. Those whoL. d rhnita
democrats do not burn human beings. Ian situation wou not have been against them now h° ' °r,h An 
The same people being killed by UNITA favourable, because they continue -“'an people are suffering WhvSio^ld 
because Savimbi wants to rule by force. —M'a tha‘ Sav,mb‘15 a 'here br ’-------- ■ * *

It he kills everyone who will he rule 
eventually? Will he govern walls?

So the international community has 
not taken a stand perse because certain days 
people still support the militarist ap-

------------------------ MtCII IIU 
alongside UNITA In the current war?

Those fighting on the side of UNITA 
are mercenaries. They arc South Afri­
can soldiers recruited as mercenaries 
by UNITA

There were also reports that South Afri­
can fr'**-'-""’"-' ----- - *
the government?

This is not true, but just Western 
The government has no 

intention of recruiting —___
from South Africa and has never done 
so.

Clinton was expected to break past US 
policy by recognising the democratically 
eketed Angolan government. Why this

proach of Savimbi. This does not have 
logic at all.

likely?* mh5 pw’n* wou,d
^ulohtnce0^^ ^quested b^Uie^P^ 

UNVe™raent- This right is given by the 
WCre also «9h'~or to?" XXiS by 

atiother country.
Cubans had to leave Angola be­

ing . mercenaries theX>golTn a™ ACC°rdd” The
id has never done motives .? g°vernment signed. The 

Cain no lon8er existed. Namibia 
left th ?edependence and South Africa 
the I IQ Southern part of Angola. Then 
assi t tPrOmised would no longer assist UNITA.
whvnWm° you lbinl' Peace can be resolved 
should . government insists that UNITA 
want. acceP* election results and Savimbi 

powershare?
Nevma~.'yil1 he no brokered power, 
tion r • * "1S WUI bc contrary to the elec- 

^eybadas^ciality.T.m^ electoAf

has IS6?!- A® a matter of fact, UNITA 
_ _  , lts members in parliament 
— PCODlf t.,1------- 5

----------------------------------- Today9 not been given. Though these cOtne 
have passed, recognition wlJ jg a 
sooner or later because Clin otjier 
democratic president On the act 
hand, recognition is a unilate^ nOt 
which a government will or 
give. But it is contradictory 0141 clin- 
previous administrations befo1^ 
ton refused to give this recog 
since the US happen to be the 1*”*^ 
economic partner of Angola. 
highest investor in petroleum- 
, Why Is UN blaming both sides for res 
Ing the war when It Is clear that UN 
at fault?

It is a contradiction. This i
ambiguity of the UN. Its Resoluti?2iiTA 
points out tlie violator as being u 
and then says MPLA is to share in 
blame. This does not hold and it s> 
lack of coherence. Are you dcfen.hpr 
the blame-worthy person or the o 
party? Because the government is Pr 
tecting the populace so one must co 
?s UNlSCSe kUling the pe°ple ~

Why did President Eduardo Dos Santos 
barter Namibia's independence with the & 
moval of Cuban troo fronl gngola n 
1988 at a time UNITA's fate could Iwv

W up to this point would have been un-
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tics chose to kill themselves.united states:

Sy Joseph Umunegbu

Koresh...The “warrior angel “
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End of the world for religious 
fanatics

to be inside the building and the.oc- 
cupants included children under 18.

It was suspected that the fire began 
from inside the complex when FBI 
sources said two of the cult members 
set the building alight, causing mass 
suicide. Sections of the US media criti- 
cised Bill Clinton’s approval to allow 

combat tank to devastate the cult s 77 FBI agents storm the Branch Davi- 
acre compound and fire into its prem­
ises. tear gas cannisters. The FBI 
claimed that the teargas was designed 
to f----- *’-------- _
ing and surrender. But some hours

_ HE US is a vio­
lent society in which too many people 
have too many guns. But few would 
have believed a religious group. 
Preaching the ‘end of the world’ would 
amass enough weapons to hold off the 
Federal Bureau of Intelligence. FBI. for

so UNITA should not think it will r 
main there — government will take i 
back. But the government is makin 
other considerations. The most impoi 
tant thing is not to take Huambo. bu 
to have peace, because the peopli 
need iL

What difference do you perceive in Angoh 
— Nigeria relations between the presen 
Babangida administration and the Moham 
med — Obasanjo era?

Both governments have been excel­
lent in relations with /Yngola, and there 
have never been problems. The present 
Nigerian government has de­
monstrated solidarity with Angola 
throughout the crisis, and we are most 
grateful for this because Nigeria is a 
very important country In our conti­
nent

Probably that was why he agreed on elec­
tions since he thought he would win. Why 
did UNITA still lose the elections? And is 
the war a tribal conflict ?

Savimbi thought all Ovimbundu 
Southerners supported him. but the 
election results prove this wrong. 
Every Angolan should feel he is one 
without looking at tribes. We do not 
like talking about tribes — the country’ 
should be seen as a whole. Though we 
are Africans, this should be a point

Why is the government unable to retake 
Huambo?

UNITA used mercenaries and out­
numbered government soldiers.’ So 
government troops left Huambo for 
strategic reasons. But government 
positions are more advantageous than 
UNITA's. Huambo is a matter of days

dian’s complex, since many people 
died in the carnage while negotiation 

___ to get women and children out of the 
force the occupants out of the build- building was still going ahead. Clinton 
- —-* ~_________________ responded by claiming that the fana-

4CT’
I HE Attorney General should not 

resign because some religious fana­
tics kill themselves.”
— Bill Clinton, answering media reports that 
he bungled on the Branch Dauidian incident.

While a religions cult pre­
pared for the Last Days, 
security agents storm 
their territory, resulting in 
about 90 deaths.

Ut3 ------ -------
Since February’ 28. David Korcsh re­

fused to surrender despite assurances 
from FBI officials, of a fair deal. This 
was when a bungled offensive by mem- 

-hers of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol. 
Tobacco and Firearms, resulted in the 
death of four of their men at the hands 
of the fanatics. Though the cult leader 
promised to give in once he finished 
writing a tract on the end of the world . 
based on the seven seals of the new 
testament’s book of revelations.

Koresh. who claimed to be a prophet 
king, and a warrior angel with the keys 
to heaven, had a mystical grip on his 
followers, who were galvanised by his 
preaching. Since 1990. Korcsh fre­
quently spoke on thc end of the world, 
warning his flock to prepare for the ag­
gressors. who would come from with­
out the walls to destroy them. In a way. 
his prophesy was fulfilled!

E
“Savimbi plants death.”
— Brito Sozinho. Angolan Ambassador to 
Nigeria

later the complex exploded in a snow­
ball of fire.

The cult leader, a self styled prophet 
of doom. David Koresh. and all mem- 

51 days. ben of tas immediate family might have died tn
The battle between the bizarre religi- 1116 turmoil. About 95 people were said 

ous cult. Branch Davidians. an >
offshoot of the Seventh Day Adven­
tist. and the FBI came to a bloody con­
clusion. last Monday’, when the cult’s 
camp, near Waco in Texas, mysteri­
ously went up in flames, burning most 
of its occupants.

Security’ agents deployed an M-60

I
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U177C|J . Possibility to get aid from oc- 
sUp*ed z»nes and enable it to receive 
Ther°Ur- So one should be cautious. 
tii(jo e mUst be a ceasefire without con- 
°the?S‘^ftertllat-wecanthen 
Peoni problems. We must 
prODew-are safe and their lives

TherUes are secured, first deie„e government of Angola which is 
Plane! ln Abidj30 was given the 
dpes ate to S1£n a ceasefire, and UNITA 
bad f °-1 Want to sign it And this is in 
evervriaith Sl’nce people are dying 
it is re 5 ' because of UNITA. In Angola 
^°nas^n.anl toPronounce the name 
death ^av,nibi- Savimbi stands for 
g°lan ^uf^ering and sorrow to the An- 

savimK°Plc.~“ Hc Plants death.
Percent * tril3e' tbe Ov,nibundus are 60 

°f Angola's 10.5 million people.

•We demand that it be recognised 

by all that reparations represent the 
missing link in our difficult quest for 
International justice, peace and prog­
ress.”

— President Ibrahim Babangida



POWER JAM '93:

By Isodi Dike

NYONE who

J
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..hi a rare sporting fun, 
world-class wrestlers 
stormed Nigeria to trade 
violence.

Tc^- ■

, -mH'.. ~-*

-......>$ .

fl

wanted to sell human blood that day, 
would have chucked up a nice little 
profit

All he needed to do was to get a con­
tainer and get a cupful of Power Uti of 
Nigeria’s blood or a tinful of Gentleman 
Chris Adam's English blood. The oc- 
casion was the 7UP Wrestling Power­
jam held recently at the mainbowl of 
the National Stadium. Lagos. . . 411H .

The organisers had promised fun, °k a “l,8ht *ai c0uld3(Ji1 
glamour and the super stars of world On after attars? h 
wrestling. All these the fans got And u ^e x? terrihi d UO*fl.
more. There was Kevin Von Erich, from u Cad was k lgerian • e bite hcH
the famous German-American wrestl- _,as a pIsn attered L forchea a p<
ing family, the Russian strongman. f}?en WOu CelY fl-,VVhat folloW t
Nikolai Volkov.Special Delivery Jones. ^r°Ugh , ds-
Iceman King Parsons, Iron Mike Sharp, ?°uhcer, He Nikolai wa^ 
Demolition Axe, Georgcous Jimmy n?.birb a\v atterii 
Garvin, the Iron Sheik, Power Uti, KiL _ Nikola 
ler Tim Brooks, Cousin Luke, Sunny tto di<s„°^01 
Wonder, Super Billy Akashili, Iron 
Saigun and Superfly Jimmy Snuka 
from Fiji Island.

Nikolai Volkov, the one wrestling 
fans love to antagonise, did not want 
to wait for his championship fight with 
Power Uti before he takes the Conti 
nental Wrestling Alliance, 
heavyweight belt at stake. In the ring 
before the fight, he was restless. Sev­
eral times he attempted to snatch the 
belt from Uti as the referee was busy

SUPERFLY!..Jimmy Snuka shows the stuff he Is made of, flying.
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WlthU-

m'tR"«stanUr"lacheek’,p“’f He 
quicklySbTn Nlkolai could 
stick anaUBht out his tr»<“ Th1® 
was attein'! attacked U°' ,pP11^ 
°n the NVCrrihlc bite h<= ’vVt' 5 
hcad was . 'Serian-s forchead- e.<

,ds- B„i Nikolai »<'- 
descended otl 

ring his desk a°

. fr°’1' —>e to dis„J'K'JV' wherever he '-y pu'. thank God 5race me in my cou" . jSM 
Spoiling CDU'd not" Uti told _ 
1 could not '*hat he has done a 
lot or hu. tataliate because 1 , -get. , 
Power Ja’°d but him no.• J$eIt 
us. I'm «o? °an never be over b<^ ttle 
arenas.-°lnB t° look for him in 

Demoliti® match between the PaL|ke Sha;”^" Obi lbs). KO" *’ i 
lbs' !ce®5 lbs> and S.D. Jones1 l s) 
was the ?n King Patsans 12 a with rnw^ UlUmate thriller spiced «> 
raw violence.
fuh'v'ilSt Iron Mike Sharp wa® ‘ mro- 
DhJn.-C1Z'n6 tbe announcers' '",erC 
Phone, angrily ranting that they * 

Properly introduced. S.D- to 
and Iceman King Parsons, came >n 
a loud ovat.r.-.

And the 
wrestlers w 
Mike Sharn 
was blistering0111'1 not hear of it. He 
tucking ra„ g Wlth rage. "Look all you 
It's a t",'.0118 ^not a dance party. 
“tne..1nhere'.wge'riatCh- “ <,°"-
TnL-.vJ1,110 tne ml- 

aetuaUydidmh’IrOnMikeSha' 
sunn„„ , but with the inaovene... 
nes^te i ° tbe re^eree who did not wit- 
hind h - Ue foul Play that went on be- 
Jones " he was ^straining S.D. 

b° they won and was chased 
utside by the pair of Jones and Par- 
ons and given a terrible beating with 
a>rs. hands and terrible kicks. All 
ese to the admiration of the fans who 

were cheering them with glee.

enjoyed it

... .:-"“S.5arSO??J nancinS to I “ loud ovation. They were dan xlJ- 
I Vanilla Ice’s hit record. Icebaby. er C 'SvB '"'IM, ally twisting their waists and

. ' • torso A Tbe
‘ the fans enjoyed lrOn

were encouraged .
ro hc«*» V* n yon

^e^^e^ic^pho^ 

iarp and co. 
inadvertent
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Cousin Luke, Iron Saigun

By Isodi Dike

its importance have since concluded
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HE effect of 
sports in our everyday life cannot be 
over emphasized here. The only prob­
lem is that. Nigerian leaders have often 
taken it for granted.

that it is nothing to be serious about 
Afterall it is just public entertainment 
And who needs fun these days anyway.

This attitude has made it possible 
for successive governments to over­
look the immense health, economic, 
social, political and international be­
nefits that sports alone can generate

— -Those who had managed to consider Abuja. Penultimate Wednesday, at the
I its importance have since con''’---,-J ”----- t n««c

do?

BRUTALr_mkolai takes a chunk at Poioer uWs forehead.

have a pleasant experience. Some 
fought to get into the venue, whilst a 

few were harassed by some illiterate 
guards at one of the gates, who claimed 
they were acting on instructions from 
above.

well my people have received us. It’s a 
great experience."

One thing must be said however. 
Wrestling fans saw more of brute force 
and bare faced violence than the artis­
try and technicality’of a good wrestling 
match. And some pressmen did not

for the country.
Members of the National Assembly 

recently demonstrated their naivety 
and unsportsmanly conduct when 
they failed to assign a committee or 
sub committee to sports, when they 
created the same for other matters.

From facts on the ground all these 
may change with the next calibre of 
occupants to the Aso Rock Villa in 
"■ .in Donnhi'matp Wnrlnegrinv nt the 

Press Centre. National Stadium. Lagos 
a body that calls itself the Sports Solidar­
ity Campaign for MKO Abtola. the SDP 
presidential flagbearer was launched.

Brown Ebewele. an athletics coach, 
who is the national coordinator, 
explained the reasons for the body's 
existence. According to him. sports, 
sportsmen and women in Nigeria have 
been largely tolerated and treated like 
the dregs of the society by past admin­
istrations.

Abiola. he continued, has done so 
much for sports both within and out 
side the country’ and Africa. "With his

...As a new body declares 
sports solidarity support, 
for a presidential aspir­
ant, the question is asked.

I d'Qmy Garvin of V.S. bis onJ
i Ad®rnA with Gentleman clu?. , 

and petit wife. He told 1 
beat Ari °€*Ore fight that he would

' yeT?.5 and carry his wife home- ,
• ^Use * Uon- but that too was be-

silly tJ. the referee who was knocked 
^restj" blow meant for one of the 
Pinfajj h S° u'ben Adams secured a

Was not there to count but
I - Just by chance to count
i ^n?hanin’s°™-
! br°ught . 1 dld n°t satisfy Garwn. He 
: rePeaterii .Ut his u'eaPon and used 1 

ample n ? On.Adaras- The result was 
dazed p l °f blood which left Adams 
for a fieh °re be cou^d recover briefly

. a*av. a,?' Garvin had carried his wife 
■ PromiSf Harns Iater rescued her. and
1 tbe m-vt gel Garvin at all cost in 

The 1 bouL
• Worirf0^ w restl*ng fans love all over

i ■ton Sheik whilst Kevin
• The na,v?efeated Killer Tim Brooks, 
j almost °f Cousin Luke. Iron Saigun 
! 'vondeeCrushed out life from Sunny 
j Nigeria. a"d SuPer Billy Akashili of

the wrestlers spoke to 7SM 
refere/' cord‘ng to S.D. Jones, the 
thev u .5deated them but he promised 
will be “ nLback in LaSos' “That flghJ‘ 
we ght to finish with them and 

po . not need any referee."
in com?:?3" K‘ng Parsons his J'oy is 
"As a bl b'S fnikerland to fight 
to Nie.. J;Ckman. my only joy is coming 
_ g to light and in seeing how

3RD REPUBLIC SPORTS:
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<ME SUKinav *-

of Prog- 
icmbcr 
Julius

Abiola

Chairmanship in 1992; awarded th 
highest award by Confederation of a}' 
rican Football (CAF) during Senegal 
•92. During that occasion he doled out 
three million dollars to the body
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'29 Bat'herea tare tal,but TSM Sport- 

p "amen and women
.Whatever •nb,ola seem J? ?is particular area. 
„.remains.lo h°M the upper hand- 
eiVe credence > Scen whether they can 
braCy guru to what the American lit- 
‘°°k at the'r ames M'chener said: “I 
,o See u>e ,,"nt Pages of newspapers 
Pages for ... efeats of men and sports 
, Th«°enten'Vic,°ries."
htnce of so n C underlines the impor-

• the cou2?S to any grnnp of people-
Republic . nlry gears up for the Third 
thatthevePOrls loving Nigerians wish 
Put their w whave a President who will

A leade lfare first for a change.
is fUn. r “ho will know that sports 
sPorts sta^ h*18 *S for PubI‘c health: 
and ther r sfor Public entertainment 
erlY ornan• public revenue if prop­

bill th Cd‘ Xhat is not aILthat in tM 06X1 pres*^ent understand 
he win *S per*oti °f our national life 
Nigeri.A^ sPorts to help mobilise 
to aid hi throu«h the hard times and 

siw’omyunmVwmtTn,a,iC°"en

past achievements for sports, we feel 
he is the better candidate and we want 
to identify with him." he said. "Abiola 
understands what it takes to be a 
sports person, the poverty, the wretch­
edness often associated with it That 
man will take sporting to a new height, 
that is why. we want to mobilise all 
sports loving-Nigerians to vote mas­
sively for him. ”

Kola Ajegbe, the Director 
rammes for the body, and a me

i Lucky Aikoriegbe, chairman of Ji 
Berger F.C. supporters club. Surulere 
agreed with Brown, stating that a 
number of programmes have been 
lined up for the purposes of mobiliza­

tionTrue. MKO Abiola could be named 
as one single individual that has con­
tributed most to sporting activities in 
the country, but as one observer puts 
it. would he have enough time for 
sports when he gets in the saddle? 
That query can rightly be answered by

Abiola and Othman Tofa, the NRC 

presidential candidate.Abiola on his own has garnered quite 
an impressive record in this area. He 
is the First Pillar of Sports in Africa, 
an award conferred on him by the Afri­
can Sports Journalists Union (ASJU) 
in recognition of his immense support 
to sports. He owned and later dis­
banded the Abiola Babes Football 
Club: sponsored the U'20 Ath e c
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ULK
my life." says — Hulk

is. drink 
it didn’t

iSportlng

out gradually. I came to realize that 
being a role model for kids came along 
with the Hulk Hogan character.

"I couldn’t drink three or four beers, 
then tell kids to live straight. Hulk was

”'"It was like wearing a mask and then 
discovering that the mask won t come 
off ! eouM reel Huik taking over -and

effect Hu.k had on 
me was from his advice about prayers. 
Over the years I d turned away from 
God. But when hulk told kids to pray , 
he was telling Terry Bollea to turn back 
to God and find Him once more. That s 
what 1 did. My act is together now - 
and it will say that way!"

Most of Hulk s time these days is de­
voted to charity work, particularly for 
the March of Dimes and the Make A 
Wish Foundation. "These kids are 
major priorities in my life. Hulk said.

The wrestler and his wife of 10 years. 
Linda — who have a daughter Brooke. 
4. and son Nick. 2. — are looking for 
ward to the release of his summer 
mowe "Mr. Nanny", costarring Sher­
man Hemsley. Hulk plays a retired 
athlete working as a bodyguard for a 
scientist — who has the two meanest 
kids in the world.

He’s also shooting a two-hour pilot 
for a CBS action series called "Thun­
der in Paradise." playing a former Navy 
SEAL — a special warfare expert — who 
goes on secret missions in a high-tech 
armored boaL

But wrestling is still in his blood, he 
admits — despite the hardships.

"I’ve gone through watching Andre 
the Giant drink four bottles of vodka 
and tell me. ’I’m going to kill you in 

I in a. f- t K ~ T-........-&*•** oM.f'pt.u the ring tonight’ It would make me so
I still "e WaS Just a H*mmick. I was nervous I'd throw up before going into

hell n>’,n8 and drinking and raising theringbecauselknewhecoulddoit!
"But gradual^ t "People say wrestling is fake, but

g dually. I came to realize that you get hurt all the time. You don't 
know how many nights I've spent in 
emergency rooms.

"I have teeth marks around the bases 
of my fingers from wrestlers trying to

bite them off!
"But 1 still love wrestling. Being in 

front of a giant crowd, all clapping and 
shouting your name — it’s my world. 
But now that I've made it financially.! 
can wrestle only when it’s fun and 
spend the rest of my time at home with 
my family."

That home is Hulk and Linda’s pride 
and joy.

The 8.000-square-foot house in Bel­
leair. Fix. is decorated in a delicate 
style that seems out of character with 
a pro wrestler. But it’s not at all out of 
character with the real Hulk Hogan, his 
wife Linda told The ENQUIRER.

"He's not the grisly, brawler type oi 
guy — he’s very sensitive and gentle. 
If people think he's some dumb, loud 
brute, they’ve got the wrong guy- He’s 
a real sweetheart"

Said Hulk: "People sec this big bald- 
headed maniac in tights in the ring, 
shouting and throwing people around, 
and they still don’t know the real me.

-BOGAN CONFESSES:________—----------

a suicide maniac
created as a Poa,“" k'ds to want to 
^rHe^H^^dOfg0ingt°

myself, andIdl Hogan W3S

Si
*c wresuer, a character ‘""old XX a"d

-^Si^andtben 

suicide maniac!” the 6-foot- 
a»nazinJvChainpion confessed in 

u?E-r» . ® ' candid exclusive EN- 
i .. • terview.

“>at, drivfln1 c.ould drink this 
matter AnoV night long- and 1

■> wa^al ' '°Ok stcr°ids.
God and HuiTh"”" totalI>’ lost, until 
saved mv nr i?r°^an took a hand and 
t° live rinht ° t bcn Hulk told people 
‘"aslivinn Jnade me examine how

After f a> «d chanKe for the better." 
rumors Of • n,onth absence and 
return m e rement* Hulk decided to 
Wrestleman'£eSUiI’g at APril 4 
-vrestli,™ 1 ' Super Bowl °f
natch the AQ hC Pr‘ Parcd for the 
feted ENguiRFRCar 3‘d suPerstar of- 
lavish horn RER readers a tour of his 
‘Old how bT'near Tampa- Fla- - a"d 
hi” life aroX gHU,k Hoga"«“™d 

name is Tem"Bourrat 7 Wh°Se real 
under various B 1 a ~ had competed 
Hulk Hogan before he became 
role was just an BUt th<? £ood8uy 
sed. J an act al f,rst- hc confes

hero -buUn o' 'he ““American 
se>f with a wild Hfc-Myle" kiUing my’ 

drug oveX br.O,ht r Alan died of a 
was onlv^38Sa' a8? crazier He 
casket with h » d herc he uas in Hte 
was dead A terrih^5 like mine* but he 
began growingeiXemgeatiVeattitUde

IfoJ. ?_hen Hulk Hogan stepped

"When I was in that deodorant com- , 
mercial on TV. talking about ’odiferous ; 
emanations’ — that rolc is much more 
like me!

"But my favorite role in life now is 
the one I get to play as a husband and 
father. I’m the happiest, luckiest guy 
in the world, and I owe it all to Hulk 
Hogan. Sure. I’ve made mistakes. But 
now. my little Hulk-amaniacs. you can 
believe in Hulk Hogan, because he is 
the true American superhero — and 
he’ll never, ever let you down!”
Culled from foreign mod la

Hogan 
Hogan!

The wrestling star reveals he 
changed from a wild party animal inw 
a clean-living. religious family man - 
after he took on the "role" of good-guy 
superhero Hogan. . .

At first the Hulk Hogan role was jus 
a gimmick for the wrestler, a characte 
to play in the ring 
opened his 
should be - ..... ......... —
the hell-raiser he had been.

"I was a sui
6. 265-pound 
an amazing 
QU1RER int<

“I tt.Ml o_. 
that, dri’— ~
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By Ademoi

Alt of these fears were entertained be­
cause the department plays a leading 
role in each of these activities. It gives 
the approvals and monitors the ac­
tivities in both the upstream and down­
stream sectors..

The authorities were quite aware of 
the enormous powers weilded by the 
department and really got prepared for 
an industrial action by the department. 
When therefore the action commenced 

ired normal in t)ie oil 
observer would have
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tion might be stalled. Experts had also 
feared that such action could cost the 
nation its daily OPEC quota as it might 
be impossible to load crude oil; it was 
— 1 that millions bf dollars 
would be paid in demurage to cargoes 
who would not be able to lift oil as 
scheduled.

Furtherstill, a total paralysis was en­
visaged in the downstream sector as 
domestic supply of petroleum prod­
ucts was expected to be affected. In and things appear 
fact, another fuel scarcity was feared. sector, a casual c

? than one month 
industrial action of the 
Department of Petroleum 
Resources has left a 
myriad of problems in its 
wake and the nation may 
have lost millions of dol­
lars as a result.

ila Adedoyin

B I ORMALCY
eventually returned to the Department 
of Petroleum Resources Monday April 
5 after about six weeks of industrial 
crisis which saw the staffers of this 
vital department embarking on a work- 
to-rule action and later, total strike. 
For these six weeks, the nation's oil 
sector was turned into a sheep without 
a shepherd and things went haywire.

What did this action cost the nation? 
What problems has the action brought 
onto the nation’s oil sector and to what 
extent has the action derailed the prog­
rammes of this all important sector of also feared 
the economy? These were the posers would be pa 
TSM tried to find answers to in these 
past two weeks.When the staffers of DPR threatened 
an industrial action early March, the 
nation’s oil watchers expressed a lot 
of fears should the action be carried 
out It was feared that crude oil produc-

w  r   > cargoe;
would not be able to lift oil as
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imped in from the 
tank, one staffer 
gauges the tanks to 

----------- j jn one 

meter while the third, 
j anaAjaca uic crude been pumped in the 

laboratory. The same number do the

same duties for the pumping out. i.e. 
pumping to the cargo.

Now. while this action lasted, no one 
carried out all these duties, all the 
management staffer could do was to 
sign the approval for oil lifting and the 
companies lifted to their hearts’ con 
tent

lasted. Oil companies loaded indis 
criminately while the action lasted be 
cause they got direct approval from the 
management and nobody actually did 
close supervision.”

•Aside from these loses occasioned 
by the strike action, the nation’s oil 
industry may be in for a lot of problems 
as a result of the action. One of these 
problem areas is the work programme 
of each company. Annually, the depart­
ment assesses the work programme of 
each company for approval. The exer­
cise is normally concluded b_V the end 
of the first quarter of the year. A work 
programme is a company’s report of 
the things it did the previous year and 
what it intends to do in the new year. 
It's like a policy paper which sets goals 
and objectives in such areas as drilling 
of wells, production etc. TSM can how­
ever reveal that before the action com­
menced early March, only two com­
panies Agip and Dubri oil were 
treated. /\s at now. the department nas 
about 20 companies work programme 
to work on. Work programme meetings 
started again fortnight ago. And TSM 
was reliably informed that the work 
may likely prolong till May ending.

c°ncluded that it was one crisis well 
managed by the authorities.

Really the authorities did its home 
w°rk and ensured that activities were 
not grounded to a halt in me oil sector.

least, production of crude continued 
throughout the duration of the action.

Igeria pumped its quota to the inter­
national market, and the action did not 
result in scarcity of petroleum prod­
ucts locally. All appeared well. 1

TSM can however reveal that despite 
the government’s action, the indus- i 
trial crisis may have cost the nation 
millions of dollars. It was found in the 
course of investigation that all oil pro­
ducing companies over-produced their 
Quota while the action lasted. This is 
the way it worked out. The department 
often approves what is called produe 
tion allowable i.e. what each oil pro­
ducing company is supposed to pro­
duce in line with OPEC allowable 
Quota. And the department is to 
monitor production to ensure that 
each company complies with its own 
Quota.

Throughout the period of the action 
however, no production allowable was 
issued by those who should have is­
sued it and production was not moni­
tored. Said our source "In such a situ 
ation only an angel would not do as he 
hkes. All oi them (oil producing com 
Panies) generally had a rolicking time • 
producing as they liked as there was 
nobody to monitor them. They must 
lave made millions at the expense of 
the nation."

And those who should know swore 
that the oil companies overlit ted their 
quotas while the action lasted. Our 
source again: "when you guys reported 
that management staffers were sent to 
the fields and terminals and therefore 
things were normal we just laughed be- 

tniSe-We kneW that is lar from lhe
So w,}at is the truth? The truth is 

that while the action lasted. a manage- 
ment staff was sent to each of the ter- 
J2‘na2s to Senerally supervise oil lift

I g- ome of them could not even get 
snrs Courtesy- striking workers. But 
ail the management staff did was to 
sign approvals as proposed by the •oil

l O properly monitor crude oil lifting at 
east Six staffers of the department are 

5^’.°" hand- TheSe arc Uleir r°tes: 
while the crude is put 
field to the • 
physicalises, i.e.

' ensure the quantity puntped
• monitors the meter while 

analyses lhe crude been pur 
| lalx>ratory. The same nGml
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Our source again: “I felt sorry for this 
country when the Petroleum Secretary 
said the nation lost no kobo as a result 
of the action. I am very sure that the 
Secretaiy. who is very knowledgeable 
in oil matters, would not even believe 
his own voice. The thing is these oil 
companies wait for such opportunity 
to exploit the nation. Even at the nor 
mal times we have complained that the 
metres need regular services to record 
properly. When they are not serviced, 
the nation is cheated by the oil lifters. 
So you can imagine the situation dur 
ing a strike action by DPR. It is a com­
mon knowledge to anyone conversant 
with the terminals that they would 
have made a kill, it's unfortunate, but 
it cannot be disputed that the nation 
would have lost millions of dollars to 
overlifting of crude oil while the action

Asiodu...How much did lhe nation lose?
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By Bonne BeU. It’s the Original.

** Te“-O’S« products in
, niimMtiw J Lwe ve been copied, no one has r duplicated the qua rty of our ingredient ofihe effective­

's of our cleansers. And, we would never call our superior 
Jducts anything but Ten-O-Six. That’s 10-0-6.
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Convenient, Effective -in an attractive W/pack.
Combantrin brand of Pyrantel Pamoate is 
now available in a single dose pack of three 
tablets.
With the new Combantrin x 3, you get the 
same effective treatment against at least five 
types of worms, as the six-tablet dose. But 
now in a more convenient dosage.
Combantrin x3 gives you prompt, 
convenient and effective relief from worms. 
Get Combantrin x 3 today!

PFIZER PRODUCTS PLC
1. Henry Carr Street, Ikeja.

cp°!»‘£rt x3

Combantrin* - the effective worm expeller for the family
Pyrantel Pamoate  ’
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And those who 
should know swore 

that the oil companies 
overlifted their quotas 

while the action 
lasted. Our source 

again: “when you guys 
reported that 

management staffers 
were sent to the fields 

and terminals and 
therefore things were 

normal we just 
laughed because we 
knew that is far from 

the truth.”
An apt example here is the seismic 

data issue. A company who applies to 
embark on seismic operation may be 
informed by the department that all it 
needs to do is to update the available 
data on the block. This is cheaper. But 
when it goes ahead to do fresh seismic 
work because the department was not 
there to advised, the amount incurred 
would be added to production cost, 
which, up till now. is shared 60 to 40 
between the government and the joint 
venture partner. And in cases like this, 
according to our source, such bills are 
inflated by the joint venture partner to 
reduce or, if possible, eliminate its own 
share of the total cost

The strike action has also left in its 
wake a backlog of applications from 
applicants for oil Exploration Li-

Implication? The oil producing com­
panies arc now working according to 
their own set programmes and not as 
approved by the government through 
the department of petroleum re­
sources.

Furthermore, the strike action has 
derailed whatever programme the oil 
companies may have for the years. And 
this is because a lot of proposals to 
carry out geophysical operations, to 
drill wells, to repair or workover wells 
have been unattended to fpr about six 
weeks. Examples of workover permit 
that arc just being attended to. accord­
ing to TSM finding, include. Ubit 12E 
and Asabo 11 -B of Mobil and Ogarefe 
6 and Asaboro South 1 of Pan Ocean. 
What this means is that the 
have cost the nation some huge

Do you still 
believe worms are 
kids* problem?

Worms Oonl attocl on]v children' 
•Rosoarch shows that over 12 
mOhon Nigunans. both children 
and adults sutler from worm 
infestation Just like every 
normal human being, you oat 
You drink And you unknowingly 
take m impurities that could help 
brood worms m your stomach 
And thereby make you weak 
wed and unhealthy 
So. take precautions today 
Take worm eipeller yourwll as well as '.ha kids
ItU worth the pnoe ol your good 
health'

See your doctor lor more details

that nobody would pay a sudden visit 
to inspect them tampered with their 
meters and sold less petroleum prod­
ucts for the right amount demanded 
by unsuspecting motorists. Many also 
engaged in hoarding which made life 
more difficult for Nigerians, and 
further frustrated the nation’s 
economic activities.

As at now, the Department of Pet­
roleum Resources is battling seriously 
to resolve some knotty problems 
which the six weeks industrial action 
has caused, but informed view is that 
certain vital issues may have damaged 
beyond repairs. And the nation is the 
worst for it

cences, (OEL), Oil Production Li­
cences (OPL). and Oil Mining Licences 
(OML). Infallible source informed TSM 
that about 300 applicants which ought 
to have been attended to are yet to have 
their applications processed.

This delay would make it impossible 
for those companies who want to start 
exploration work to commence on 
schedule. And the implication of this 
is that increasing the nation’s oil re­
serves would have been delayed a little 
longer.

The strike action also made it possi­
ble for some cheats in the downstream 
sector to cash in and exploit the citi­
zens. A few filling stations, assured



World economy in
doldrums

Survey data by

By Obinna biwachukwu

I Page 4b

times, hyperinflation), unsustainable 
deficits in the balance of payments and 
the government budgets, low foreign 
exchange reserves and a large foreign 
debt burden.

Of the 32 countries studied. 25 ac­
cording to CIPE began their reform 
programmes with stabilization policies, 
primarily adjustments in fiscal and 
monetary policy, to restore fiscal and 
external balance and control inflation. 
In many of these countries, the study 
explained, the situation became 
crises, which usually resulted from a 
combination of poor policies and ex­
ternal shocks, such as the oilprice in­
creases of the 1970s. while most 
stabilization efforts were undertaken 
with IMF and World Bank financial and 
technical support. This emphasis on 
stabilization reflects what may be de-

THE SUNDAY MAGA7INF MAY 1 lain

Survey data by an Inter­
national Institute pro­
vides an interesting indi­
cator of general trends in 
commitment to the 
liberalization ideal, in 
terms of deregulation, 

• trade and other policy 
areas which nevertheless 
Paints a gloomy picture of 
the global economy.

- ■ __SSESS1NG
^nd comparing the relative progress of 
economic reform measures across 
countries is, by its very’ nature, a judge­
mental endeavour. As a way of 
minimizing the possibility for incon­
sistency and arbitrariness, a simple 
model that blends quantitative and 
Qualitative measures of a performance 
°n key structural reform policy 
categories by nations of the world was 
developed. This study which was con­
ducted by the Centre for International 
Private Enterprise (CIPE) based in the 
United States of America lasted be­
tween 1990 • 1992 and showed a com­
parative survey of the reform process 
in 28 developing and 4 former socialist 
countries including Nigeria.

Nine key policy categi ries were chc 
sen as reform indicators: trade liberali­
zation. foreign exchange management, 
financial market, liberalization, wages 
and prices, fiscal and monetary policy, 
privatization, foreign investment, free 
flow of information and the existence 
of an enabling environment. These 
nine categories which were further 
broken down into 23 policy options: 
nevertheless indicated that the most 
urgent priority for many of the reform­
ing nations was to stabilize their 
economies, which typically suffered 
from severe distortions that created 
problems such as high inflation (some-
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scribed as a consensus among the In­
ternational donor community as to the process of economic reform. This con- I 
sensus, as described by Marcelo ' 
Selowsky, chief Economist of the Latin 
American and Carribbean Region for 
the World Bank, views reform in terms 
of three stages: macroeconomic stabil­
ity: liberalizing the incentive system, 
or structural adjustment measures 
that cnchancc efficiency and produc­
tivity; restoring investment, or creat­
ing a climate for sustained economic 
growth through private (domestic and 
foreign) as well as public investment

It is therefore not surprising that the 
CIPE study shows that 25 out of the 
32 countries covered in the survey 
began reform programmes with at­
tempts to stabilize their economics, 
which had become chaotic as a result 
of poor policies combined with exter­
nal shocks. In Africa and Latin 
America, most countries were found 
out to have followed the policy consen­
sus on economic reform, implement­
ing stabilization policies in conjuction 
with external financial and technical 
support which yielded mixed results.

At the same time, countries that 
failed to implement the necessary, 
structural adjustments to make 
stabilization effective experienced 
further destabilization after reform 
policies generated initial success. The 
repeated attempts to control inflation 
by wages and price freezes (without the 
underlying structural adjustments, 
such as cuts in public spending) in 
Brazil. Argentina, Mexico and Bolivia 
are typical.of this. When Argentina. 
Mexico and Bolivia implemented struc­
tural reforms, including trade and in 
vest me n t I i bera 1 i za lion, priva ti zatton. 
and cuts in public spending, stabiltz. • 
tion was achieved, and conditions or 
further structural adjustments ana 
subsequent growth were in place.
CIPE noted. . .mi.The African countries yielde a s 
lar experience. Most of the country 
m this region according to C 
numerous attempts to stabilize 
little lasting success because 
failure to buttress stabilization 

> structural adjustment All nin*J ar. 
tries in the survey moved towajda m 
ket economy. Ghana. Nigena.
and Tanzania registered GMOg. 
portant improvements. wi . ^e- 
Nigeria and Kenya realiai"®^uation. 
gree of commitment to lib e(j from

Most African countries cOinmit- 
ratings representing IoW rating 
ments to a market system- of 
representing a moderate how- 
commitment Cote d’Ivoire roVe- 
ever. the only nation whose
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Reform in the 32 countries covered 
by the survey features relatively few 
common threads: but one lesson is 
readily apparent: reform entails large- 
scale adjustments that carry with 
them significant costs, for the popula­
tion at large and for the politicians and 
technocrats, that design and imple­
ment the reforms. For the reform to 
yield expected benefits, everyone must 
be aware that the reform process is 
fraught with difficulty both because
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ment was marginal based on retrogres­
sion in the areas of wage and price con­
trols and budget balance.

However although most countries in 
this continent did initially engage in 
stabilization efforts, such efforts were 
not successful. Stabilization was not 
achieved before the beginning of the | 
subsequent stages of structural ad­
justment and restoring investment. 
Because of their inability to achieve 
stabilization, most countries had to 
continue attempting to stabilize while 
implementing structural adjustment 
at the same time. Thus, after the re- 

, forms periods covered in the survey.
many African countries were still fo­
cussing on gaining control over the 
basic external and domestic - imba­
lances that as of yet has not been ad­
dressed successfully.

Nonetheless, the extent of reform in 
the African countries compared 
favourably with that in Latin America 
and Asia. However, economic growth 
and investment had not taken hold, be­
cause of the difficulty in achieving 
stabilization. The survey also con­
firmed the importance of strenghten- 
ing the private sector. Emphasis was 
put on shying away from reliance on 
the government and International or­
ganisations. while increasing active 
participation of the private sector in 
the implementation of economic pol­
icy.

And in Asia, reform was approached 
from different perspective, in that 
stabilization was not necessarily an 
immediate or necessary goal. Struc­
tural adjustments were geared toward 
strenghtcning the private sector, de­
veloping non traditional exports, and 
stimulating private investment to en­
hance economic growth. Countries 
that have implemented these adjust 
ments successfully CIPE stated, have 
experienced greater growth and invest­
ment than countries that have lagged 
behind.
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Effective government institutions are also critical. Countries can 
achieve short-term macroeconomic improvement under a wide range 
ol institutional arrangements. But effective institutions with techni­
cally proficient bureaucrats are required for deep-seated transforma­
tions of economic systems.

■■■I Money

All nine countries in 
the survey moved 
toward a market 
economy. Ghana, 
Nigeria, Kenya and 
Tanzania registered 
the most important 
improvements, with 

Ghana, Nigeria 
and Kenya realizing 

a high degree of 
commitment to 

liberalization.

these changes are so extensive and 
long periods arc necessary for the re­
forms to achieve their intended re­
sults.

In some countries, however, cir­
cumstances may dictate drastic 
change because present policies have 
generated disastrous results in the 
form of uncontrollable inflation, large 
deficits in the balance of payments or 
the public sector budget, lack of in­
vestment (domestic and foreign) and 
reduced growth. Such an economic 
crisis CIPE said, creates hardships for 
the population and pressures for the

Deregulation and privatization will encourage 
entrepreneurialism, competition and the growth of the private 
sector. This process will reduce the role ol the state in economic 
management, lower public expenditures and help restore fiscal 
balance, stability and economic growth.

/ Attention should be paid to effective “social safety nets."
* Economic adjustments can be harsh for the general population, 

especially in the poorest cl developing countries. In order to avoid 
popular ibsistance to austerity measures, subsidies that directly 
impact consumers need to be reduced gradually.

government to develop an effective re­
sponse (usually consisting of efforts 
to stabilize economic conditions and 
lay the groundwork for future sus­
tained growth). Often, previous at­
tempts to combat crises have been in­
effective. eventually resulting in 
another crisis. Under these condi­
tions. the report advised that both the 
general public and government offi­
cials responsible for economic policy ' 
must first realize that the need for 
substantive reform is the only viable 
means for attaining economic growth 
and prosperity. Then they must ac­
quire an understanding of the 
economic framework that needs to be 
put in place to achieve these goals.

CIPE also said that reform may be­
come necessary in developing coun­
tries where economic conditions seem 
fairly stable and no crisis demands im 
mediate attention. For example, condi 
tions may not be suitable for sustained

J Assess the Initial political and economic conditions at the time 
reform Is launched. Officials must decide if stabilization is 
necessary and the appropriate measures for achieving it, including 
structural adjustments, if necessary. If stabilization is not necessary, 
the goals of structural adjustment should be clearly delineated. The 
potential destabilizing effects of structural adjustment should be kept 
in mind as these adjustments are designed and implemented.

y Establish domestic political support and a consensus on the 
need for reform. Potential opponents of reform (e.g., labor, 
protected business sectors) should be identified and agreements with 
them reached where possible. Major reform initiatives should be 
enacted via the legislative process, rather than executive decrees.

/ Communicate reform objectives and their expected results to 
v the general public. The economic benefits of serious reform efforts 

are elusive in the first few years while structural deficiencies are 
corrected. Without public support for economic reform, a govern­
ment cannot sustain a program over the long term.

J Demonstrate the government’s commitment to reform to 
establish the credibility of the program. During an economic 
crisis or in countries where previous attempts at reform have failed, 
radical, broad-based programs implemented quickly are effective 
Indicators ol Iho government's commitment and therefore are likely to 
enhance credibility.

/

4 Control fiscal spending. The survey countries that have proceeded 
the farthest along the reform path tend to have the most successful 
management. Controlling the fiscal deficit is critical to maintaining 
stable prices, interest rates and exchange rates.

J Establish real positive Interest rates early. These are an 

important defense against balance of payments instability. When 
markets calm down they should be stubbcrr.ly defended to boost 
savings and investment and to win back flight capital.

Create an enabling environment In which the private sector can 
flourish. Policies in three basic areas—private property rights, the 
legal system, and infrastructure—can enhance investment and 
growth significantly.

Strong executive leadership Is vital. In many of the survey 
countries national leaders enjoyed a greater degree ol power than 
normal al the outset ol the reform process. It is critical to take 
advantage ol this “honeymoon" period to establish a credible and 
well-crafted reform program.

/



in

Otashore...Higeria's Finance Secretary

more

country’s

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. MAY ? 1W

cumsi 
were 
these 
tant

:s at th? 
iched-

cor- 
in

'Mom

i
L
Page 52

The tactics and 
objectives CIPE 

submitted, must be 
clearly developed to 
make government 
officials, economic 

actors and the general 
public aware of the 
steps that are being 
taken to implement 

reform and the 
rationale (i.e. long-term 

objectives) behind 
those steps. |

Un>e the retains 
- An assessment of

- * should follow,
countn »

economic crisis. 
For coui‘u‘v' mCS the roost im‘ 

sJbilizatio" hec d essential pre- 
raeO^ pr«^ “etural and

or 25 of 
basis for ®eved. the reform

justmentand reforras may be in- 

with811'
stabilization mcaa^. makers must 

In addlH°“'0^ant>factors in mind

poliCieS^ran? Limitations , CIPE 
tha‘ -ned nav arise from various ele- 
explained. stnlcture and past
ments. su economy, level of
Ped?b™danes-^especially to foreign 
cred.tors), foreign investment and 
trade regimes, and Similar factors. 
Constraints may also anse from the 
opposition of entrenched interests, 
“ffil typical benefit from status quo 
and will exert political pressure to pre- 
serve it Labour unions (particularly 
for public sector employees), business 
groups from protected economic sec-

Po^t8toWt^»d^^
the road ®Vert a cri-^ be im‘ 
more « u These refn S further down 
to addresse th^
their ho S an econn m.easures used 
frame raefitSunf°rdo?‘C crisis' and

er«iar,,jL govemn, °e ^ess aware- eral ?Urcaucra^ 'nt PolicY mak-
puhlic, as to^'^^Hastkegen- 

™d less consent' need reform

to°numic ret°rmPBle a 'ong tenn 
to achieve hig|™Bal 18 for a country 
''grating itself f j, °Wlh ''vela by in- 
kets. Since devein lnto WorId mar- 
compete in th '°pinS countries must 
tightly linked glob...'' den,anding and 
Poor prospeets f economy of today, 
result When they Uture growth may

A coun^O,'Ompe.'e. sue- 
^rie*^ 
base cannot nrori’lndustrial or service 
or create intend' ?Oods that mcct 
non competitive J nal demand. Since 
detect at any e^s? be hard to 
reform may not b tlme> the need for 
the economy ha« C°me aPParent until 
*s notattractinp the nrfCt* tO grOW and 
essential for f / Private investment 
chance their e/lUre 8rowth. To en- 
tractiveness for • petltiveness and at- 
said that many count”ent'thc ccP0" 
regional trade orgam, are Joining 
the North An„.ri fi ons’ such as 
rnent. “"Free Trade Agree-
MERCOSUR groun d.?!*- or the 
These blocs ara'deri/0^ America, 
free flow Of goods » a"* ‘° Create a 
member countries a" Capita‘ amonS 

Xb“X7 mark«:c«--'o tries ‘^'X^-^-coun-

pTnSTerpolicyOa^d^"^ set at 7eXl ',n,poned goods must be

-V sag :: 
under the more open group regimes

;tanceS. launch
. initial 

^t first step 
form path a

For countries^^^ 
;tabilizatl° . and priority -

tors, and groups opposed to foreign in­
vestment often will obstruct reform. 
Opposing political parties may hamper 
reform to serve their own interests. 
Vower-level officials in agencies 
charged with implementing reforms 
may obstruct them in response to 
political pressures or to preserve their 
own positions.

Therefore. for a deep-seated 
economic transformation to take 
place, reform must be sustainable and 
consistent Long-term objectives must 
be developed, with short-term policy 
measures serving as tactics in support 
of the long term strategy. For example, 
it said, many governments have the 
long-term objective of reducing public 
sector spending and controlling fiscal 
deficits. Privatization, through which 
government seek to eliminate the fis­
cal burden of covering the losses <4 
state-owned enterprises, is described 
as an effective tactics in support of this 
objective.

The tactics and objectives CIPE sub­
mitted, must be clearly developed to 
make government officials, economic 
actors and the general public aware of 
the steps that are being taken to imple­
ment reform and the rationale (i.e. 
long-term objectives) behind those 
steps. By clearly articulating the re­
form agenda and communicating it ef 
fectively, governments may develop a 
consensus in support of reform (or at 
least dampen political opposition) and 
thereby improve the reform prog­
ramme’s chances for success.

Reform strategies
The -survey shows that there was sig- 
f a"kVaiioety in refo™ strategies 
among the 32 countries, reflecting the 

i need for P°Hcy makers to tailor their 
' approaches to reform according to 

■ their country’s particular cir-
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Dr. Osoloka, a Nigerian, basedin Germany 
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more market-oriented e . ’
greater influence vis-a-vis the 
of existing democratic state: and a 
ture that is less monistic and more o- 
lerant of diversity and compromise, 
one of these factors (preconditions) is 
sufficient to lead to democratic ae- 
velopment

With respect to the process 
sary to bring about dcniccrt* 
velopment, a 
would appear to be that either the es 
tablished elites within an authorita­
rian system or the successor elite after 
an authoritarian system collapses see 
their interests served by the introduc­
tion of democratic institutions. The 
probability of stable democracy emerg­

ing will be enhanced to the extent that 
the transition can be a gradual one. 
that the introduction of contestation 
precedes the expansion of political 
participation, and that the role of vio­
lence in the transition is minimized. 
The probability of democratization de­
creases sharply to the extent that polit 
ical life in a society becomes highly 
Polarized and involves violent conflict 
between social forces.

It is one thing to have the ideas of 
democracy and another to develop the 
context it requires. Fora democracy to 
‘’work", in the sense that all incum 
bent leaders or aspirants for power are 
willing to use its procedures and abide 
by its results, the j * J
the possibility of______ _ ..
enforce them. The elite and 
tiers must also believe in th« 
tion to uphold such rights.

Therefore, the recent cancellation of 
the presidential primary elections by 
Babangida’s government should not be 
surprising to anyone. The two political 
parties and their manifestoes were es­
tablished within an authoritarian sys­
tem. This is the beginning of another 
mockery of democracy in the Nigerian 
system of government No military gov­
ernment can promote democracy be­
cause military training lacks the 
Democratic Creed. Democracy is un­
derstood as a system of government in 
which ultimate political authority is 
vested in the people.

| The involvement of the military in 
i the Nigeria democratic development 

has set the country ablaze and in con- 
, fusion. Nigeria has to make the dif- 
i ficult sacrifices that are necessary if 

Nigeria is to develop a productive, i 
I growth generating base of economic 
: activity beyond the isolated stimulus 1 
I of oil.
I Some schools of thought gave at ! 

least three reasons why the future 1 
democratic prospect depends on the 1

I_______I
be transformed into another global oil­
shortage - with the attendant high 
prices and boom incomes for oil expor­
ters like Nigeria - sometime in the next 
few years. Whether this happens in as

current economic adjustment in 
Nigeria. First, the swollen character of 
the Nigerian State has been a prime 

of each of the two democratic 
failures. Because both individual and 
group economic advancement have de­
pended so heavily on the control of 
state power and resources, the com­
petition for power has become a desp­
erate "Zero-sum"struggle in which the 
rules of the game have been trampled, 
and corruption has been pervasive. 
This must change if democracy is to 
work, and it will not change unless the 
balance of opportunities for economic 
advancement shifts from the public 
sector to the private economy.

Secondly a new democratic govern* 

solidating any basis of legitimacy if it 
cannot deliver some degree of ordered 
and reasonably well distributed 
economic growth. This too will be im­
possible unless Babangida succeeds 
in stimulating agricultural production 
and local manufacturing while break­
ing the wasteful economic habits and 
distortions that developed during the 
oil boom.

Third, there is a very difficult race 
against time. By all intelligent ac­
counts. the current softness in the 
world oil market (which has already 
tightened in the past few months) will

. . Babangida...August 27 dateprocedures and abide r-----Ja----- -  - -------------
people must and with 

f bending together to | 
powerhol 

ieir obliga

little as two or three years (as soir 
predict), or as is more likely, in fivel 
ten. it will probably come during c 
after the transfer of power in Nigeri 
to civilian rule. If the next boom hit 
before a solid productive base has bee; 
firmly established outside of oil, th 
eld irresponsible and parasitic be 
havior will reassert itself with a ven 
geancc, and most of the people will ba 
envious, resentful and embittered! 
This bitterness will be focused on the 
politicians of the next corrupt republic 
and will almost certainly bring them 
down again.

With respect to the reasons given 
above by the schools of thought, the 

--------- _ emergence of democracy in a society 
lent is going to have a tough time con- js helped by a number of concepts: '
Midating any basis of legitimacy if it — individualism, which holds that the 

primary task of government is to ena 
blc each individual to achieve the high 
est potential of development:
— liberty, which allows each individual 
the greatest amount of freedom con 
sistent with order:
— equity, which maintains that all per 
sons arc created equal and have equal 
rights and opportunities, and
— fraternity which postulates that in­
dividuals will not misuse their freedom 
but will cooperate in creating a whole 
some society.

As a political system, democracy 
starts with the assumption of popular 
sovereignty, vesting ultimate power in 
the people. It presupposes that people 
can control their destiny, that they can 
make moral judgements and practical 
decisions in their daily life. It implies 
a continuing search for truth in the 
sense of humanity's pursuit of im­
proved ways of building social institu­
tions and ordering human relations. 
Democracy requires a decision-mak­
ing system based on majority rule, 
with minority rights protected. Effec­
tive guarantees of freedom of speech, 
press, religion, assembly and petition, 
and equality before the law are indis­
pensable to a democratic system of 
government Politics, parties and 
politicians are the catalytic agents tliat 
make democracy workable.

Nigerians want Governments cho­
sen by elections but not all are pre­
pared to help to make such elections 
sufficiently free and fair to bestow un­
questioned legitimacy on the Govern­
ments elected. Yet so long as the legiti­
macy of elected Governments can be 
questioned, democracy in Nigeria will 
be in danger
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