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COVER STORY
Banks

Sitting in 
limbo

Many banks and finance 
houses are distressed and 
face an uncertain future 
as liquidity squeeze and 
sharp practices cripple 
their operations.

Page 10

_______  ________ S WORLD
US president Bill Clinton Thursday lost his mother Virginia Kelly. The 70 
year old whom he saw only 10 days ago. died of complications from 
breast cancer. On receiving the news, he cancelled all public ap­
pointments and flew home to Hot Springs. Arkansas. Due to visit 
Europe. Clinton has been dogged by allegations of underhand 
financial dealings and undue use of state resources for sexual gains. 
'The legendary former speaker of the US House of Representatives, 
'Tip' O'neil also died Thursday. The diehard liberal who had seen 
many presidents come and go, was born in 1912.
* The former president of Georgia. Ghamshakurdia has been killed 
or committed suicide, but there was no firm word on the circum­
stances, the BBC reported January 5. quoting a report from Moscow. 
There was another confusion when his father later told newsmen 
that h* son was not dead, but was hiding in the hills.

Chieftaincy tussle
Friends no more

Controversy, brews over the 
installation of Alhaji Jibrilla 
Abdullahi as Sc rkin Hausawa 
of Orile-Agege, as his age- 
long associate and Sarkin 
Hausawa of Agege, Alhaji 
Mohammed Abbas vows to 
unseat him

CERTIFIED TRUE CO?
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Kaduna based bank. We met a stone­
wall in our effort to unearth the riddle. 
Then the searchlight went beyond 
that to other distressed banks like 
the Continental Merchant Bank
(CMB).A premier in merchant banking, 
CMB’s roaring success made it the 
emy of many others. Then the rot set 
in. How it happened, and why the 
bank is today a shadow of its old self, 
are explained by a former CMB 
managing director who knows where 
the shoe pinches in the finance sub­
sector. Manir Dan AU wrote the story 
with additional reports from Bilkisu 
Yusuf, Tayo Odulanmi and Movo Akoshile. y

e signs of distress were 
there before the banks con- 
f-rrT1ed whatwas whispered 

hushed voices in finan- 
sura^g1^- The Ni§eria Deposit In- 

.v.-iTb r- ComPany. NDIC. in league 
t-entral Bank of Nigeria CBN 

e taken over five distressed banks. 
s^axi- tnore are set to follow the foot- 

t^leir beleaguered compatri-

So when we met at the usual 
Monday editorial conference we de- 

: cided to focus the searchlight on 
: distressed banks. A story with a fi- 
: nancial flavour, we reasoned will be 
timely for the budget season. What 
initially generated interest in the 

| banks were reports of fraud and other 
sharp practices at a hitherto healthy _

Offi. 17 R~d.
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Sani Ibrahim 
Festac Town, Lagos

Beef up security
Sir,

Now that the new federal mili-
Letters to Citizen, carr,...( 

addressed to Letters Page, Citi-.—-,--------- o
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tary government seems to have 
succeeded in winning the confidence 
and support of a majority of influen­
tial politiciansand statesmen,it must 
also win the support and confidence 
of the people.

There is insecurity in many parts 
of the country. Armed robbery and 
murder have become rampant. This 
is frightening and the government 
must address it as a priority.

Itisalsoimportantthateconomic 
problems of the people such as in­
flation and the fuel scarcity in the 
north which was forced on the people 
'by the greed and irresponsibility of 
the rich businessmen are addressed 
immediately. The government can 
not afford to be nice about it. It must 
be tough and ruthless.

I saw a new crop of mobile po­
licemen on our highways about the 
last days of the interim government 
I was proud of them. They were 
young, looked capable, were quite 
reasonable and efficient and at the 
same time polite. I hope this crop 
will be developed and enlarged.

AbdulHadi Ya'u 
Gusau, Kebbi State

LETTERS -
Halt the takari syndrome 
Sir,

Islam does not permit undertak­
ing 'Hajj' with a sole aim of commit­
ting all sorts of vices that are prohib­
ited and which are capable of dent­
ing the image of the muslim Ummah

However, one area of concern for 
Nigeria is the issue of takari settlers. 
These are illegal settlers in the ho­
lyland with virtually no religious or 
moral obligations to be there. Their 
main aim of going to 'Hajj' or Umra 
is to make quick money through 
whatever means.

These takari arc a disgrace to 
Nigeria. This affects innocent Nige­
rians who go there with the genuine 
aim of performing the 'Hajj' or Umra. 
They are harrassed by Saudi secu­
rity agents who from time to time 
invade takari hideouts and arrest 
them for deportation to Nigeria.

Most of these takari come from 
Nigeria. An innocent Nigerian can 
no longer feel safe and secured in 
Makkah and Madinah unless he 
carries along his passport for fear of 
being molested or arrested by Saudi 
security agents.

Some of the takari who illegally 
stay for two to three years in Saudi 
Arabia without making serious im­
pact are faced with the problem of 
how to return home. So, they will- 
inglygivethemselvesuptotheSaudi 
security while others prefer to pro­
voke the security in such a way that 
the agents would understand that 
they are illegal settlers.

Government has to take drastic 
measures to stop these activities, 
otherwise we will continue to live 
with this dented image. Whenever a' 
plane lands from Saudi Arabia, you 
find that majority of its passengers 
are illegal takari settlers deported 
from Saudi Arabia.

Adamu M. Imam 
Bauchi, Bauchi State 

--------------------------------- ©

Good riddance
Sir,

The military's second coming was 
inevitable. The political class has 
failed us. They were greedy, selfish 
and confused. Inspite of the impasse, 
the federal legislators were deliber­
ating on football and impeachment 
of state governors. The state assem­
bly members were plotting their 
second coming to loot the treasury.

.There was no law but fear. And 
the common man is always at the 
receiving end. It was an unfortunate 
situa tion. I challenge anyone of them 
the (political class) to re-contest any 
future election and see the surprise 
that will greet them. They will fail 
woefully.

.Now who is better?
Sir,

The ING was ridiculed as being 
non-democraticand thus people that 
functioned in thatgovemment were 
given hell by the Nigerian media, 
pro-democracy activists and June 12 
progressives.

Now a far worse (by standards of 
democracy) con traption in theshape 
and form of full military rule pre­
sides over the scene. And as the 
revelations in your cover story con­
firms, the progressives that are now 
serving in that government fought 
amongst themselves, pulling on 
private strings and connections to 
assistthem in gettingplaces on board 
Noah's Ark.

And if we loom in to the details of 
the inauguration of both govern­
ment, we will also notice another 
interesting feature. The ING was 
negotiated into place by the two 
extant political parties in the land 
together with the government of the 
day, while the present Provisional 
Ruling Council, PRC, is a sole en­
deavour executed by the same mili­
tary we very much love to hate.

What is perplexing in all these 
developments is why the imposed 
military regime is being considered 
more democratic than the collec­
tively negotiated ING?

Is this not traceable to the facts on 
the ground that the vocal minority 
who control and/or dominate the 
Nigerian media scene have been 
target — beneficiaries in this new 
shuffling of musical chairs?

Goover the list. Whohas Abacha 
settled? Ayu, Babatope, Kingibe, 
Ibru, Rimi. Now we know why all 
has become silent on the political 
playing field. Now we can see very 
clearly why dictatorship is being 
adjudged as being far more demo­
cratic than four-fiths of democracy.

Talk about self-interest being 
greater than anything else? Progres­
sives, we hail thee!

Kabir Dangogo 
Apapa — Lagos

...................... d double space and
t right to edit, publish or reject all letters.
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people of Angola.
But the world must never forget who is 

responsible for this carnage. Jonas Savimbi, 
thisblood-thirstymegalomaniacal traitor who 
allied with South Africa in the hey days of 
apartheid, single handedly breached the UN- 
brokered 1991 peace agreement and resumed 
the 19-year civil war because he was defeated 
in UN-supervised elections in September 1992.

No effort should be spared to bring peace 
to the people of Angola. But the world also 
owes itself a duty to rout the criminal, Jonas 
Savimbi.

ast week, peace talks were expected 
to resume under UN auspices in 
Lusaka between the government of 

Angola and the treacherous rebel move­
ment UNITA.These talks havebeenon since 
November last year to try tobring toan end 
the resumed Angolan civil war, now de­
scribed by the UN as the bloodiest on-going 
conflict in the world.

Everyone's concern at the moment, of 
course, is to try to bring to a speedy end the 
hostilities which now claim 1,000 livesa day 
and visit untold suffering on the innocent

Justification for the probes is not far 
fetched. Some of the acting military admin­
istrators had indeed behaved like an army 
of occupation who saw their brief assign­
ment as war booty. In one embarrassing 
case, a pricely sum of 136 million Naira was 
expended within twenty seven days.

The politicising of the judiciary, leading 
to its polarisation along political and even 
ethnic lines, are well known. Of recent, 
NNPC,the nations largest foreign exchange 
earner, has been at the centre of one scandal 
or the other. The corporation's former 
managing director and five other top offi­
cials are presently under investigation for 
an alleged theft of 41 .Imillion dollars. In the 
states, governance under the ousted civilian 
governors was akin to outright brigandage. 
Civilian governors behaved like military 
governorsissuing orders in complete disre­
gard for democratic princ-plcs of discourse 
and consensus. They showed little respect 
for accountability.

We however, draw government's atten­
tion to the apparent policy inconsistency in 
the ongoing exercise. The chief of general 
staff, Lt. General Oladipo Diya, said No­
vember 23 that this administration will not 
probe its predecessor as that would amount 
to "looking backwards," emphasising that 
thenceforth, corruption would be punished. 
Government, he said will be responsible 
and accountable. While the federal govern­
ment probe of the acting military adminis­
trators accords with this policy, other en­

quiries do not. Although we agree with the 
generally held view that government's de­
clared intention not to look backwards is mis­
conceived, it is necessary for government to 
clarify if the decision to look back in the cases 
of the NNPC and the civilian governors 
amounts to a policy reversal.

If it is, then government must expand the 
scope of investigation to include all previous 
credible allegations of official misconduct. 
There had been weighty allegations of official 
corruption against public officers, particu­
larly military governors. As seriousas some of 
the allegations were,govemmentshowed little 
evidence that they were investigated. Ascom- 
mendable as this present effort to blow the 
whistle on official misconduct is, it is impor­
tant however not to send the wrong signals to 
the public. For i f preceding allegations remain 
univestigated the impression may be created 
that some citizens arc beyond reproach. This 
certainly cannot be the case in a country gov­
erned by the rule of law.

Government therefore should use its secu­
rity apparatus to carry out detailed investiga­
tion into past, credible allegations and prose­
cute those against whom a prima facie case has 
been established. Even then government 
should not spend too much time probing the 
past as the task ahead is daunting enough>

Finally we appeal that in all investigations 
the underlining principle must be justice and 
fair play. The intention must never be to dis­
credit or witch-hunt anybody.
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light that its chief advocates see it as 
a means of acquiring the power that

9

51MOHAMMED E-EAWNA________________
they fear they may never get through 
democratic processes.

Some of us have been naive to 
think such advocates may indeed 
mean well for Nigeria. After Ona- 
goruwa's interview with Tell (Janu­
ary 10, 1993), any such thinking is 
now banished from my own mind. 
It is obvious from Onagoruwa's 
words that he and his type are not

it is senseless to try and force a people 
together if their relationship seems 
unworkable. Unity, afterall, cannot 
be an end in itself.

Long before General Babangida 
became an object of hate for the 
Lagos/lbadan media and those 
behind them, assaulting northern 
institutionsand leaders had always 
been their stock-in-trade. However 
the crudity and hate displayed in 
such attacks since June 12 is simply 
indescribable. I simply do not see 
why anyone should put up with this 
persistent denigration of his heri­
tage and his whole being.

There are those who say that 
holding the national conference is 
submitting toblcckmail, a crude one 
at that, by a vociferous section of the 
country. Blackmail clearly it is. Just 
look at the whole Onagoruwa epi­
sode. Here is a minister of justice 
whose integrity is dented by a ques­
tionable past. No one, not even 
himself, disputes at least one of the 
charges—thatof examination fraud 
— againsthim. Yet when the issue is , 
raised, thesamecrowd that will hang 
others on the flimsiest evidence, tell 
the world that Onagoruwa is being 
hounded because he is the chief ad­
vocate of the national conference! 
How crude and inconsistent can 
people get.

If this noisome crowd cares for 
the truth, the fact is that no one is 
afraid of any national conference on 
its own merit. If there is any fear, it is 
simply because it is as clear as day-

■■ -v 

X'X;

ny one reading this column 
will be forgiven to conclude 

AiA. from the headline that I am 
against the impending national 
conference which Dr. Olu Ona­
goruwa, the all-powerful attorney­
general of the federation, has told 
us, in effect, will be sovereign, like it 
or not. Anyone who concludes I am 
against the national conference, 
sovereign or whatever, could not be 
more wrong. True, personally I be­
lieve it is a waste of time and I have 
said so at least once at a recent 
constitutional workshop on national 
issues organised in Abuja by the 
Lagos-based Constitutional Rights 
Project. My reason simply is that the 
problem with Nigeria has really been 
less the constitutions than a lack of 
good faith among Nigerians in im­
plementing them (theconstitutions). 
And no amount of constitutional 
conferences can ever remedy that.

The problem of bad faith, some­
how, is not peculiar to Nigeria.As 
the reader will see from reading an 
article we are reproducing elsewhere 
on the experience of Francophone 
Africa with national conferences, 
that problem is truly widespread. A 
couple of years after the conference 
has been held successfully in say 
Benin and Niger, the only thing that 
has changed is the leadership. Be­
yond thatthelotof their peoplehave 
infact only become worse. Obviously 
national conferences are little more 
than instruments for acquiring 
power, not for the benefit of the 
greatest number, but merely for
Citizen, January 10,1994

personal aggrandisement.
Yet my belief that a national 

conference is a waste of time not­
withstanding, no one should be 
afraid to hold it. Fears have been 
experienced that such a conference 
will lead to the break-up of the coun­
try. Such fears are truly genuine and 
I believe not only Nigerians but 
Africans and the black race will rue ____ ___ _____
the day Nigeria breaks up. Even then | out to heal wounds but rather to 

Tfoe dsmgers a soveffeagsn ©©aageE’eaaoe
denigrate and alienate the north, ill- 
defined as it is in their hate-filled 
mind. Whathesaid is worth quoting 
in full for it just about summarises 
and symbolises the hidden agenda 
of the advocates (at least the influen­
tial ones) of the national conference.

Hear him: "A constitutional con­
ference can be done within one year. 
As a matter of fact, it should not last 
more than three or four months. It is 
not terribly difficult. All that needs 
to be done is to look at the past con­
stitutions, see what amendmen t you 
can make, discuss issues and the 
preponderance of certain ethnic 
groups in top positions, discuss the 
position of the minorities, the prob­
lem of mineral-producing areas etc. 
That is what the constitutional con­
ference is all about. Having discussed 
all these, then they now draw a 
constitution to fit in the facts. 
However, nothing prevents the con­
ference from abolishing election to 
the centre, so that nobody will con­
test election to the centre. It will 
remove this present conflict. The 
1959 election was rigged by the Brit­
ish for the northerners.

"... It was rigged then. That of
1964 was also rigged, same with
1965 in the west which led to the 
civil war, also the same thing in 
1979." (emphasis mine).

From these words, something 
tells me it will be a miracle if we still 
have a country called Nigeria after 
the national conference. I fervently 
pray and hope that we do, but with 
people like Onagoruwa in charge 
such a miracle is truly a long shot.
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Ebhodaghe: confidence is low

ICitizen. January 10,1994

Osayameh: blames state-owned 
banks

COVER STORY
is required to bring it back to good 
health. An economist in one of the 
specialised banks in Lagos attribute 
distress in the financial sector to in­
adequate capital base, poor man­
agement or the monetary policies of 
the regulating authorities.

By virtue of their position as the 
regulatory bodies, the CBN and the 
NDIC are responsible for nurturing 
back to good health banks that are 
experiencing liquidity and other 
problems which have combined to 
make the word distress the most 
commonly used word in banking 
circles today. Indications of what 
was in store for the NDIC came early

in the day as the corporation had to, 
within the first three months of its 
existence in March 1989, cough out 
2.3 billion Naira in support of in­
sured banks with liquidity crisis. The 
mandate of the NDIC and the CBN 
on matters affecting banks does not 
stop at periodic bail outs as Ola 
Vincent, former CBN governor 
poin ted ou t. Th e reg ula tory a u th ori- 
ties can take over the management 
of the banks with a view to nursing 
them back to good health and then 
sell or merge them with a stronger 
bank. The first bank in Nigeria to 
experience a taste of the NDIC 
medicine, the National Bank, clearly

deregulation policy that allows 
competition among the finance 
firms. According to the official, it is 
a free entry and free exit area for in­
vestors.

Deregulation, as one of the cor­
ner-stones of the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme embarked upon 
in 1985, was aimed at leaving the 
economy, the finance industry in­
clusive, at the mercy of the almighty 
market forces. This meant that in 
everything they .did the banks and 
others in finance industry must be 
competitive. Experience however 
showed that the competitive spirit 
was only visible in the struggle for

the foreign exchange on offer to the 
licensed banks. In fact Ayagi saw the 
new banks that came with the de­
regulation as those that came 
merely to reap where they did not 
sow. Thus unlike the older banks 
that have been there much longer, 
the new banks were mainly con­
cerned with the foreign exchange 
operations. At the end of the day, 
Ayagi said such banks reaped tre­
mendous benefits as against the 
small cost they incurred. Changes in 
the operations of the foreign ex­
change market by the CBN easily 
exposed the soft underbelly of the 
foreign exchange shops, a term used 
for the banks that flourished while 
the old order lasted.

Other measures like the with­
drawal of govemmentdeposits from 
the commercial banks only added to 
their woes. With the removal of the 
ceiling on interest rates, it was only 
a matter of time before the casualties 
were recorded.

So what exactly is the trouble 
with the banks and by extension the 
finance industry? The most obvious 
expression of the problem is the 
inability of the banks to meet their 
obligations to their depositors. It is 
now common knowledge that some 
otherwise solid looking banks are 
unable to produce their depositors 
money when the depositors demand 
for such. Apart from putting to 
question the issue of trust banks and 
their customers, the trend indicates 
more serious problem in the indus­
try. Without being declared so, a 
bank may be technically insolvent 
although it may still be able to meet 
its depositors' obligations. As at 
December 31, last year five cash 
strapped finance houses summoned 
a meeting of their creditors to re­
schedule the outstanding debts of 
over two billion Naira owed by the 
sub sector. The criteria for determin­
ing healthy banks border on issues 
affecting liquidity ratio, capital ade­
quacy, prudent and quality man­
agement, cash reserve and sectoral 

. credit allocation. In a situation where 
care is not taken, the technical insol­
vency graduates to chronic insol- 
vency in which case remedial action

n
NIDB, saw the proliferation of banks 
and other financial institutions 
which followed the deregulation of 
the economy as containing within 
itself the seeds of the trouble that 
was to come. Dr. Ibrahim Ayagi, an 
economist and one time managing 
director of Continental Merchant 
Bank, CMB, agreed with Gbada- 
mosi's reasoning.

Sources close to the CBN told 
Citizen that all finance houses that 
met the stipulated requirementswill 
be issued licences despite the liquid­
ity crunch experienced in the sub 
sector. The source said the apex bank 
was determined to abide by the
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Although it was billed forpn^hsa- 
Hon, CMB with 60 per cent federal 
government holding is one of die 
three whose privatisation was de­
ferred because of their present non- 
viable status which made them 
unattractive to investors. As the
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the CBN relies on whatever returns 
the banks submit to it. The recent 
creation of a department to deal with 
other financial institutions leaves the 
banking supervision department 
with more time to do its primary 
duty. Inspiteof occasional tough talk, 
the CBN has not done much beyond 
the holding action it imposed on 
some of the banks, and the interim 
board appointed for others. The 
existing gap between rhetoric and 
action could only have encouraged 
the indiscipline and dishonesty that 
are currently prevalent in the banks. 
Lack of close supervision also leaves 
room for poor management and 
other lapses that encourage the bad 
habits of insider dealings. Under the 
counter deals, fraud and indiscrimi­
nate granting of unsecured loans are 
rampant. At the end of the day the 
sharp practices on ly leave the indus­
try worse off

For now other options open to 
the CBN/NDIC to check the ram­
pant cases of distress in banks in­
clude various restructuring options 
like merger, liquidation and buyout. 
As Ayagi pointed out, the fear of a 
run on the banks should not prevent 
the CBN from taking a decisive ac­
tion. So if the true spirit of deregula­
tion is to prevail, those banks that 
cannot survive should be allowed to 
;o under. Jim Ovia, managing direc-

TCPC made efforts to restructure 
the bank for privatisation, NDIC is 
also injecting hundreds of millions 
of Naira into the bank.

Nevertheless, the bank is still 
licking its wounds and unprepared 
to accept its image in the eye of the 
public. When Citizen sought to ob­
tain the bank’s side of the whole 
saga, the press affairs officer was 
uncooperative. Although Citizen was 
initially billed to interview the act­
ing managing director, the officer, 
who was jittery, took exception to 
what she termed the "negative" 
questions listed and eventually 
called off the interview. Some CMB 
ex-staffers who voluntarily loft the 
bank and who were more forthcom­
ing rose to the defence of the bank. 
One such cx-staffcrargucd thatCMB 
was just a victim of the prevailing 
harsh economic dispensation and 
should not be singled out for blame. 
He specifically blamed the bank's 
plight on the injurious level of inter­
est rate on offer for inter-bank lend­
ing, use of stabilisation securities 
and the problem of long term bor­
rowing backed by short term funds. 
In response to a question on the 
exodus of staff from the bank, an­
other ex-staffer said that if anything 
was to blame, it is the excellent train­
ing given by the bank that made its 
staff valuable and attractive toother 
financial institutionswhohavcbcen 
poaching on the CMB.

Whatever may be responsible for 
the problem, one cannot but agree 
with Sulaimon Akorcdc, a Lagos­
based financial and management 
consultant who observed that it is 
disheartening that a hitherto viable 
bank like CMB should get mossed 
up. Part of the blame according to 
some analysts should go to the regu­
latory bodies which they see as not 
being alive to its responsibility. 
Ralph Osayameh argued that the 
monetary authorities (CBN speafi- 
cally) have not ensured the effective 
supervision and control of the finan­
cial system. The inadequate super­
vision created loopholes whereby 
banks violate therules without being 
detected and adequately punished. 
Except for some verification checks,

Citizen, January 10,1994

Abacha: to clip their wings
tor, Zenith International Bank 
thought otherwise. He argued that 
the CBN should not allow the dis­
tressed banks to go under. This is 
because although a good number of 
them are now down, they are not yet 
out. If they are allowed to collapse, it 
will cause ripples in the sector which 
will eventually affect even the most 
efficiently run banks. Ayagi how­
ever sees it differently. If the healthy 
banks have been doing the proper 
thing they will have nothing to fear 
in the event that the unhealthy ones 
fold up. An economist who spoke to 
C*zen anonymously pointed out 
that if thebanks realise that they will 
be penalised, they will sit up and 
behave. At the end of the day, de­
positors will know that the remain­
ing ones are not supported artifi­
cially and confidence in the industry 
will be maintained. These views are 
not entirely new as a committee 
which examined the problems of the 
banking sector in 1992 recom­
mended to the CBN outright clo­
sure, merger, acquisition and ration­
alisation of the distressed banks. That 
committee did not appear to be 
swayed by arguments of Nigeria 
beingunderbanked;infactitaccused 
the CBN of overprotecting and sub­
sidising the distressed banks. For 
now the only ingredient missing is 
the political will to carry out a police
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stand they were making end of the year gifts for which knows where the powers that be are located. So even if 
cash was being given to con tractors to go to London and the technical people in the Central Bank and NDIC
things like that. All these contributed tomakeContinen- would want to do the right thing, they would not be 
tai Merchant Bank what it is today from what it was ” 
before and I guess it is the same thing that happened to 
most of the banks, especially those in depressed state.
Citizen: We also learnt that the bank (CMB) has been 
placed on what is called holding action by the regulat­
ing authorities viz Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) in 
association with the NDIC? A sort of procedure to 
quarantine the distressed banks by disalloiving them to 
advertise for deposits, improve their capital base, cut 
down the number of their workforce and curtail new 
loans, etc. CMB has so far had its staff strength reduced 
and itsformermanagingdirectorreplaced.Doyou think 
these are adequate measures to bring back the lost 
fortunes of the one time leading merchant bank?
Ayagi: Perhaps the measures will bring it back to the 
situation it was before, that of a normal bank. You know, 
it is not easy, because the mam thing in banking is 
confidence and trust. Once they are lost it is difficult to 
bring them back. Bank that finds itself in the situation of 
Continental today whateveranybodycoulddojtwould 
take a long time before it reacts favourably to that kind 
of measure. For instance, 1 understand that one of the 
things the NDIC and CBN did was to come up with 
about 500 million Naira support programme for the 
bank. I think it was done sometime in 1992. But after 
some time, the money was dissipated and the bank is 
still in trouble. And people were withdrawing their de­
posits. Soon they were not even getting the money. So 
for a bank to have lost that kind of trust, it is not easy to 
bring it back it will take time. Whatever they are doing 
would not easily bring back the bank. It will take time, 
but it is quite possible that it may be done.
Citizen: Some analysts argue that the CBN and NDIC 
have not been doing enough to address the issue of 
distress in the banks. Die two bodies are seen as treating 
the troubled bankswith kid gloves, that is being too soft 
on them. The analysts argue further that what is needed 
is the closure or merger of those n chronic distress. How 
do you find this line of thinking?
Ayagi: Well, 1 agree with that, I think they are treating 
them like spoilt children. The reason, of course is.that 
many of the banks arc owned by influential figures in 
Nigeria. People who know who is what, where and what 
to do. That kind of treatment is inevitable. Because once 
they fall into the situation and they arc distressed, ah, 
they would try to get the best treatment and the best 
treatment is the kind you described as the kid glove 
'treatment, that is something that would probably sup­
port them to come out of the problem. But to think of 
doing the right thing, that is if they arc bankrupt, to 
declare them as bankrupt or if whether to close them up 
and so on. It is not easy for them to do so because of the 
people behind the banks For any bank in Nigeria today 
you will be sure to find one important personality who

allowed to do it. But would this kind of treatment solve 
the problem? It cannot, it will just support the banks to 
linger on. And that is bad for the economy.
Citizen: Even the NDIC is not too happy with what is 
going on. There is a limit to the funds it can use to 
support those kinds of banks and NDIC wonders why 
the funds are given to this banks when it is the same 
management that might have mismanaged the place 
who are still calling the shots at those banks. At the 
same time there is the fear of a run on the banks in case 
some of them fail given the inter-connection within the 
banking sector. So what could be the best option? 
Ayagi: A run on the banks should be okay. Especially at 
this time of privatisation and so on. This is a time when 
you expect only the best to remain. It is a time for 
competition, it is a time to allow the market forces to 
determine who should be there and who should not be 
there. It is good enough that the government gave them 
the licence tc operate, but not to continue to support 
them at the expense of the public. If of course they are 
bad, they should be allowed to find their own way to 
solve their own problems and if a solution to their own 
problem isa run on then leta run on them be. You should 
not artificially stop them being run on. And there is 
nothing sacred about a bank being run on. No bank can 
have a run on unless they are bankrupt. Of course, I 
know the NDIC's responsibility is to give insurance to 
depositors, to protect them. But protecting them does 
not mean protecting banks from being run on by cus­
tomers who want to get their money. Their responsibil­
ity is to make sure they honour depositors' demands. 
That is their obligation. People should allow the banks 
to operate properly. If people are not satisfied, they 
would like to take their money, if all of them at the same 
time run to the bank to collect their money that is when 
the trouble arises. If the banks have to close down some 
people have to lose their money, some customers have 
to lose money. But 1 think that should be allowed. 
Citizen: What could be the implication of this on the 
healthy banks?
Ayagi: Well, the healthy banks, you know they are being 
treated badly. The healthy banks are the old traditional 
banks that have been in Nigeria before this new creation 
of banks. Those were okay banks. They suffered, they 
invested in Nigeria, they did it not just to come in for 
foreign exchange. They were in to develop themselves 
and the Nigerian economy as a whole not just the foreign 
exchange market. Now, the number of banks that came 
in from 1986 is large. Many of them will go out of 
business, I believe the business will be with the other 
banks. So in terms of benefit, I think they will benefit. It 
will not be detrimental to their interest.

Citizen, January 10, 1994
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Chieftaincy tussle
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Abdullahi: adamant

Citizen, January 10,1994
JL

Otcdola: former governor of Lagos 
State

Controversy brews over the installation of Alhaji 
Jibrilla Abdullahi as Sarkin Hausawa of Orile-Agege, as 

his age-long associate and Sarkin Hausawa of Agege, I
Alhaji Mohammed Abbas vows to unseat him I

gege, a fast growing Lagos 
suburb is an admixture of 
commerce and industry. 

Located on the north-western part 
of Lagos, the former federal capital 

, city, the settlement brims conspicu­
ously with a large concentration of 

i Hausa settlers. And for many years, 
i members of the community have 
j lived in harmony. But that relative 

peace is now seriously threatened as 
the Sarkin Hausawa leadership tussle 
brews controversy.

It started as an irony of life. When 
Monday, August 30 last year, Alhaji 

| Jibrilla B. Abdullahi wrote a letter to 
inform his age-long friend Alhaji 
Mohammed Abbas, Sarkin Hasawan 
Agege, that he (Alhaji Abdullahi) 
had been conferred with Sarkin 
Hausawan Orile-Agege, he had an­
ticipated a reply loaded with felici­
tation. But that he did not receive. 
Instead, Alhaji Abbas petitioned the 
former state governor, Sir Michael 

| Otcdola in a letter dated Thursday, 
I September 30, 1993.

Barely two weeks after, Oba Sani 
Arewa Komolafe (Fagbayi III) the 
Alayige of Orile-Agege who con­
ferred the title, was advised in a 
letter from the office of the .state 
deputy governor to suspend the 
proposed installation of Alhaji 
Abdullahi. The letter, dated October 
13,1993 and signed by Kunle Abbas 
for the director-general in the dep­
uty governor's office justified the 
suspension of the installation be­
cause "it contravenes the provisions 

I of the Obas and Chiefs of Lagos 
State Law, 1981 and in order to stall 
any break down of law and order."

Unmoved by the letter sent from

any steps to undermine the perform­
ance of his functions as the Sarkin 
Hausawan Orile-Agege. Joined as 
defendants in the suit number ID/ 
2468/93 were the state deputy gov­
ernor, the director-general in the 
department of chieftaincy matters, 
the inspector general of police, and 
the state police commissioner.

About the same time, however, 
the deputy governor had invited the 
warring Hausa leaders to a meeting, 
ostensibly to avert imminent break­
down of law and order in the Hausa 
community. The meeting was fixed 
first for November 16 and later 23. 
But on both occasions dialogue was 
impossible as both factions were not 
fully represented.

On Tuesday, November 30 the 
meeting was eventually held. In 
attendance were Mr. Ajibola Olag- 
bayi, the director-general in the 
deputy governor's office, Mr. Kunle 
Abbas, secretary in charge of chief­
taincy affairs; Oba Sanni Arewa 
Komolafe with a few assistants and 
Alhaji Mohammed Abbas who was 
also accompanied by few aides. 
Citizen learnt that Mr. Olagbayi, who 
presided over the meeting, merely 
emphasised the content of his letter 
to Oba Arewa Komolafe dated Oc­
tober 13, 1993. And he assured Al­
haji Abbas Mohammed that the state (

the office of the deputy governor, 
Oba Sanni Arewa installed Alhaji 
Jibrilla Abdullahi, 64, as Sarkin 
Hausawan Orile-Agege at dawn on 
Saturday, October 30, last year. 
Consequently, Alhaji Mohammed 
Abbas, Sarkin Hausawan Agege who 
is in his 80's, resolved to fight on. On 
Monday he sent two of his aides to 
do a follow-up on his petition to the 
state government and to notify the 
deputy governor that the installa­
tion had, afterall taken place surrep­
titiously.

Informed of this development, 
Alhaji Abdullahi, who was born in 
Lagosofa Hausa father and a Yoruba 
Awori (Lagos main tribe) mother, 
headed for a Lagos High Court 
November 15 to validatehisappoint- 
mentand installation, and to restrain 
the state-government from taking
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government would handle the mat- 
ter accordingly.

In a surprise move six days after I 
the supposed peace meeting, the 
Sarkin Hausawa of Orile-Agege was 
arrested and detained at Alagbon ' 
police station, Ikoyi on December 6. 
And for four days he remained in 
the Kalakuta cell where coinciden­
tally ho was made the Sarki of the 
inmates. Citizen gathered that even 
when a suit was filed on his behalf 
December 7, the case never came up 
for hearing until December 15 when

I Justice A.C. Holloway ordered his 
1 release which had been secured rr

NIGERIA

Chief MKO Abiola as presidential 
flagbearer of the defunct Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), Alhaji 
Abdullahi was believed to have 
joined the Hausa wing of his cam­
paign team. Thus he parted ways 
with both Sir Michael and Alhaji 
Abbas, at least politically. Unfortu­
nately this political decision was to 
put him in the black book of the 
former governor. Twice, he was 
interrogated by officials of the State 
Security Service, SSS, believed to be 
acting on tip off from the governor*s 
office. Beside this political under­
tone, Citizen gathered also that the 
spirited resentment of Alhaji Abbas 
to the appointment and installation 
of a Sarkin Hausawa for Orile-Agege 
was borne out of an ignorant mis­
conception over his area of jurisdic­
tion. According to a source, Alhaji 
Abbas feared that the new appoint­
ment would have curtailed his 
sphere of influence over and above

) the entire Hausa community in 
Agego. "But the reality," said a for­
mer chairman of Agege Local Gov­
ernment, "is that Agege is presently 
under two paramount traditional 
rulers with their respective areas of 
jurisdictions."

Citizen investigations revealed 
that Orile-Agege is being ruled by 
Oba Sanni Arewa Komolafe who 
was appointed the Alayige of Orile- 
Agege on December 31,1981, while 
Alhaji Abbas is under the reign of 
Oba Muraino Olanrewaju Adebari 
who was appointed the Olu of Agege 
on September 25,1991. "So where is 
the conflict?" asked the former local 
council chairman who preferred not 
to be named. Attempts to seek the 
view of Alhaji Mohammed Abbas 
was met with stone wall. When 
Citizen called at his 24, Darocha Street 
residence last week, the Sarkin Hau­
sawa of Agege declined comment. 
The aged man disclosed that he had 
developed hypertension and he was 
on medical advice to rest. The A layige 
of Orile-Agege was similarly not 
available for comment. When Citizen 
called at his palace twice last week, 
Oba Arewa Komolafe was said to 
have gone out.

Alhaji Jibrilla Abdullahi, thedis- 
puted Sarkin Hausawa of Orile-Agege 
however described the controversy 
as "unwarranted and unfortunate." 
According to the former broad caster 
with the defunct Northern Broad­
casting Corporation, NBC, Alhaji 
Abbas was confused because "he 
was ready to accept another man for 
the title but not Jibrilla." Alhaji 
Abdullahi, who was also a former 
chairman of Kano State Broadcast­
ing Corporation, alleged that Alhaji 
Abbas had no valid letter of appoint­
ment. Said he: "He became a Sarkin 
Hausawa by a contrivance in which 
Sarkin Dongo I kata ye was pushed 
aside in 1948 in the presence of Mr. 
R.E. Boss who represented Mr. 
Heastaw, the colonial district officer 
for Ikeja district office."

Alhaji Abdullahi also described 
as false the rejection of his appoint- ' 
ment on the ground that it contra- ! 
vencs the Oba and Chiefs of Lagos ! 
Laws of 1981. Citizen investigation 
however revealed that section 33(1) 
of the said law confers the right to 
honourdeservingcitizensonanOba 
while sub-section (2) limits such 
awardees to six in any calendar year.

Another controversial provision 
in the said law is section 34 which 
states "An Oba shall not confer on

> any person, an honorary title which 
had previously been conferred by

» him or his predecessor on any living 
f person." But the argument, coun­

tered Alhaji Abdullahi, was mis­
placed. "The Olu of Agege, under 
whose jurisdiction Alhaji Abbas was, 
is an Oba different from the Alayige 
of Agege who has confirmed the 
Sarkin Hausawa of Orile-Agege on 
me," he explained.

By last Saturday, Alhaji Abdul­
lahi was set to celebrate his installa­
tion and his 64th birthday. But Sarki 
Abbas has reiterated his resolve to 
abort it. Said he: "The result could 
bring a bloody riot and unrest in 
Agege if the ceremony is allowed to 
take place." The outcome should be 
part of history now.

, By Moyo Akoshile and Tayo 
Odunlami

'wlb
"1

Abiola: defunct SDP presidential 
flagbearer

seven days earlier. '
Citizen gathered from reliable 

sources that the raging controversy 
' over the Sarkin Hausawa title was 

borne out of misrepresentation of 
the relevant laws and complicated 
by the politicisation of the title un­
der former governor Michael Ot 
ola. Both Sarkin Hausawa of Agegc, 
Alhaji Abbasand thedisputed Sarkin 
Hausawa of Orile-Agcgc were be- 

| lieved to have worked together in 
the Hausa wing of Michael Ctedoa 
Campaign Organisation, MO

I And together they ensured the reali­
st sation of Sir Otedola's gubernato-

: nal ambition, under the defunct a
* tional Republican Convention,^ •

But following thecmorg01^^
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Nwodo: secession threat

Citizen, January 10,1994

Bako: Akwa Ibom State 
administrator

oral presence in the east despite the 
enormous contributions of the area 
to the economy of the country. In a 
communique road on their behalf by 
Dr. Okwesilieze Nwodo, the ex­
Enugu State governor widely cred­
ited with being the brain child be­
hind the forum, they claimed that 
the east remained grossly marginal­
ised while the country's growth was 
made possible by the crude oil re­
sources, the bulk of which is ob-

hcre is one word which is 
bound to feature promi­
nently in the contributions 

j of the representatives of the eastern 
| states whenever the proposed 

constitutional conference finally 
holds. That word is "marginalisa- 

| tion" a word which occupies a pre- 
i eminent position in the vocabulary 

| of those from the seven 
eastern states of the

I country. Convinced 
> that they have not been 

getting the deserved
I attention, the eastern­

ers will be going to the 
much-awaited confer­
ence to negotiate a bet­
ter deal for themselves. 
Citizen gathered that 
opinion leaders from 
various parts of theeast 
have already swung 
into action mobilising 
their people to partici­
pate actively in what 
they see as a chance of a 
lifetime to free them­
selves from the clutches 
of marginalisation.

Claims by the east­
erners that they arc 
being unfairly treated, 
have refused to go a way 
since 1970 when they lost their three- 
ycar struggle for secession. Four 
months ago, the claims were given a 
now impetus by the Eastern Forum, 
one of the several mushrooming 

i political alliances sent to an early 
I grave by the burial, last November 

18, of the still-bom Third Republic. 
The forum, which brought together 
the eastern states' governors and 
like-minded politicians as a result of 

| the political impasse occasioned by

tained from eastern soil. While the 
rest of the nation agonised over the 
secession threat by the governors, 
many easterners applauded what 
they believed was a bold attempt to 
give their axis a united voice after 
decadesof enmity between the Igbos 
and the eastern minorities.

Investigations by Citizen 
showed that at the constitutional 
confab, the east will put up a strong 
argument for the citing of industries 
and other federal projects on its soil 
as a way of ending its long night of 
marginalisation. Another demand 
will be the revision of the oil revenue 
sharing formula in a way to favour 
the oil producing states. The current 
formula of apportioning the national 
cake has of late come under scathing 
criticisms from a growing number 
of prominent easterners. Among the 
leading advocates of its revision are 
Chief Etim Okpoyo, the immediate 
past deputy governor of Akwa Ibom 
State and chief Sylvester Ugoh, ^ne 
time governor of the defunct rebel 
Bank of Biafra and National Repub­
lican Convention vice presidential 
candidate in the annulled June 12 
elections. The duo would like to see 
a new oil revenue sharing formula 
that will give preference to the east 
"for producing the bulk of the coun­
try's wealth."

Another issue which is sure to ’ 
be given lavish attention by eastern > 
' Continued on page 24

: Marginalisation

TPhe eastern agenda
I The people of the seven eastern states warm up for the 

forthcoming constitutional conference with strong hopes 
of ending their alleged marginalisation in the country's 

scheme of things
the annulment of the June 12 presi­
dential elections, threatened seces­
sion if due consideration was not 
given to the sensibility of the people 
of the area.

At one of their meetings held at 
Abuja, the nation's fledgling capital, 
in September, the governors la­
mented that there was scanty fed-
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To be continued!

dangerous levels.
Until December 1990, opposi­

tion groups had been forming both 
within and outside the country. 
Three groups played an important 
role in overthrowing the govern­
ment: the National Committee for 
DcmocraticRevival (CN1D), under 
the leadership of a lawyer named 
Mountaga Tall, the Democratic Al­
liance of Mali (ADEMA), one of 
whoso key figures was then Alpha 
Koumar, and the Students Asso­
ciation of Mali (AEEM).

The immobility of the govern­
ment, as well as its refusal to un­
dertake serious democra tic reforms, 
led to the trouble that began in 1991 
and which increased until the fall 
of the regime. The critical phase of 
this trouble was in February and 
March 1991. It was marked by dem- 
onstrations, the most violent of 
which took place on March 22-23, 
1991. The demonstrations on those 
days rapidly turned into insurrec­
tions, which were suppressed by 
the armed forces. A state of emer­
gency and curfew were declared in 
the major towns of the country. 
Several deaths were counted, but 
the figures themselves coming from 
different sources were often con­
tradictory. A shopping center in 
Bamako, the Green Sahel, was 
burned down. The armed forces 
apparently trapped the demonstra­
tors and onlookers in the center, 
blocked the exits and then set it 
alight. There were 65 deaths.

Opposition committee formed 
On March 24,1991, a committee 

for the coordination of the opposi­
tion was formed. It demanded the 
resignation of president Traore, the 
dissolution of the National Assem­
bly and the constitution of commit­
tee for the well-being of the people. 
The committee supported the in­
definite strike called by the only 
union in the country, the National 
Workers Union of Mali (UNTM), 
which began on March 25, 1991. 
The committee was made up of the 
Mali Bar Association, UNTM, the 

_____________ w Mali Association for Human Rights 
greater discontent, which reached (AMDH), AEEM, CNID, ADEMA,

_~ 23 
the Associations des Diploes Initi- 
ateurs et Demandeurs d'Eemplois 
(ADIDE), and the Youth Association 
for Democracy and Progress (JLD). 
Thousands of people assembled in 
front of the trade union center of 
Bamako where the members of the 
committee announced the start of an 
indefinite general strike until the fall 
of the regime. On the same day, March 
24,1991, seven persons were killed 
by gunshots following confrontations 
between the demonstrators and 
armed forces in different parts of the 
town.Thcdeath toll for the three days 
rose to 150.

On March 25, numerous interna­
tional organisations protested the vio­
lence in Mali. The strike was success­
ful. The second in command of the 
government party, Djibril Diallo, re­
signed, the government tried to ap­
pease the people by releasing 30 po­
litical detainees, but the liberation of 
the first prisoners set off a mutiny in 
the central prison of Bamako. The 
armed forces reacted and 15 persons 
were killed.

On March 26, the head of the law­
yers of Mali announced that Presi- 
dentTraore had been arrested during 
the night.The army and security forces 
that had overthrown him formed the 

, National Reconciliation Council 
(CNR), led by Lt. Colonel Amadou 
Toumani Traore, and thus published 
a proclamation in which they ex­
plained the reasons for their action.

At the time of the fall of the re­
gime, the civilians within the opposi­
tion coordination committee were op­
posed to the participation of the mili­
tary within the CNR. They feared that 
the military would confiscate power 
for themselves, so that the result 
would be another military regime. It 
was in these conditions that on March 
30,1991, another body was formed, 
including the military and ci vilians. It 
was called the Transition Committee 
for the Well-Being of the People. 
(CTSP), led by Lt. Colonel Tourc. On 
April 2, the CTSP nominated Soumana 
Sacko as prime minister and it also 
announced the steps it would take 
toward a democratic transition.

national con­
ference, the 
civil coup 
d'etat 

against him. In fact, ho was, and, 
apparently still is popular with the 
army. He therefore had the power to 
dissolve the national conference by 
force, as soon as it declared its au­
tonomy. It was precisely to avoid a 
confrontation between thcarmy and 
the national conference that certain 
delegates were opposed to the idea 
of autonomy. Even after autonomy 
wasprodaimed on February 25, they 
were still convinced that the army 
would not accept the new situation.

Surprisingly, and what gave de­
mocracy a chance in Benin, was that 
thisconfrontation did not occur. The 
reasons behind Kerckou's accep­
tance are not clear. Perhaps he 
thought that the intervention of the 
army would have resulted in too 
much bloodshed without getting the 
desired results. Perhaps he know 
beforehand that he would be ac­
corded personal amnesty. The influ­
ence of the president of the confer­
ence, Archbishop DeSouza, was 
probably another determining fac­
tor.

A violent transition in Mali
The evolution of the conference 

in Mali was the complete opposite 
of that in Benin. Since it happened as 
a result of the overthrow of the exist­
ing regime, it can be called a violent 
transition. Certainly, in most Afri­
can countries, violence has been a 
part of transition. Until now, how­
ever, Mali is the only country where 
violence led to the fall of the regime 
before the process of transition actu-. 
ally began.

The facts that led to this situation 
can be summarised as follows. Since 
1990 Mali faced a rude awakening 
toward democracy. The measures 
recommended by the head of state, 
General Moussa Traore, were not 
enough. He promised only to have 
discussion about the liberalisation 
of politics within his single party, 
the Malian People's Democratic 
Union (UDPM). But stalling led to

Citizen, January 10,1994
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“Today,” said Jama’are, “we now have 
in our net, a suspect, that qualifies in 
any particular way you may want to 

asses him, a drug baron.”

_______25NIGERIA ________________ ________
Narcotics

big haul
Drug law enforcement officers make the biggest catch 

in Africa

he new helmsman at 2 < 
Ruxton road, Ikoyi head­
quarters of the Nigerian 

Drug Law Enforcement Agency, 
NDLE A,Bappah Jama'are had ample 
reasons to be all smiles penultimate 
Friday. Ashe satin-bctween hisaidcs 
and drug law enforcement officials 
at the high table in the agency's news 
conference hall playing host to a 
score of narcotic reporters that bright 
morning, he was every inch a happy 
man. The news hound who stared 
eagerly at the assistant inspector 
general of police, were not kept in 
suspense for too long as their host 
was equally eager to let the cat out of 
the mouse. A short exchange of 
seasonal compliments over, the I 
curtain was raised on the business of 
the day.

"Today," said Jama'are, "we now 
have in our net,a suspect, that quali­
fies in any particular way you may 
want to asses him, a’drug baron." 
The suspect was later identified as 
Mr Joe Browan Akubucze, arrested 
rcccntlly at the Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport, Ikeja, the na­
tion’s infamous "epicentre of drug 
trafficking."
Akubuczc was apprehended on his 
return from Thailand where he had 
gone to seal a deal on the importa­
tion of what has now become the 
nation's biggest narcotic drug ship­
ment. His co-opcra tion with NDLE A 
officials led to thc-interccption and

Jama'are: threatens fire and 
brintestone

Enugu and Abia, recorded four ar­
rests and a 4.0 kilogramme seizure.

Expectedly, news of the big haul 
attracted speculations on the back­
ers and collaborators of Akubueze. 
Jama'are refused to confirm specu­
lated involvement of top army offi­
cers in the president Ibrahim 
Babangida regime, saying he had no 
information and cannot probe the 
officers. But NDLEA sources told 
Citizen that more disclosures threat­
ening to open a can of worms is in the 
offing this week. Perhaps the end is 
nearing for the notorious invincibil­
ity of the drug masquerades, as drug 
law enforcement officers are threat­
ening fire and brimestonc. Already, 
Jama'are has indicated the agency's 
intention to retry 11 drug convicts 
recently deported from the United 
States of America. They were con­
victed after the promulgation of 
Decree No. 33 of 1990 which compels 
the agency to prosecute deported 
illicit drug pushers. The thinking in 
governmen t circle is that its determi­
nation to visit the full weight of the 
law on drug offenders may deter 
those who wan t to persist in the illicit 
trade. May be, but Jama'are's suc­
cess will depend largely on his abil­
ity to take on the real men of the 
jumbo dollar trade speculated to 
have iron clad contacts in very,very, 
high places.

By Boiaji Adcbiyi, with additional 
report from Akinyele Alukojn Lagos.

seizure of 248.3 kilogrammes of 
heroin street valued at 651 million 
pound sterling. At the official ex­
change rate, this translates into 28 
billion Naira. A big haul indeed. 
And it is happening for the first 
time, for the public has always been 
told about couriers, never barons.

The blowing of the whistle on 
Akubueze's illicit drug trade was 
for Jairta'are, who was recently 
elected chairman of Commission on 
Narcotic E>rugs,CND, at the recon­
vened 36th session of the Commis­
sion in Vienna, an icing on the cake. 
Between October 25, when he took 
overattheNDLEA,and the close of 
the year, 76 drug suspect were net­
ted by the agency. From the sus­
pects, 469,929 kilogrammes of nar­
cotic and psychotropic substances 
were impounded. 133.013kilogram- 
mes of the overall seizures from 37 
suspects were at the MM A, Ikeja. 
Up North, 34 suspects had 175.51 
kilogrammes of drugs impounded 
from them. This implies that the 
Kano zonal command encompass­
ing Kano, Kaduna, and Katsina, is 
becoming a growing transit route.
In other parts of Lagos namely 
Ogun, Oyo, and Osun states, five 
persons could not beat narcotic of­
ficials net as they were apprehended 
with 33.5 kilpgramme of ill ici t drugs. 
The Port-Harcourt zonal command 
covering the Eastern states of Cross 

I Rivers, Imo, Anambra, Akwa-lbom,
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suit into serious medical complica­
tions, like Vesico Vagir.al Fistula

| cancer of the female genital org<

This is 
i preventable if detected and treated 

early.
Welfare: Government should 

make available facilities for mother­
less babies, orphans and destitute 
children and women where they can 
be properly educated and fed so that 
they can become self-reliant and not 
a burden for the nation.

Government should make legis­
lation against those cultural prac­
tices which cause gender disparity 
and inhibit the economic advance­
ment of women's right to inheri­
tance where religion or culture does 
not provide.

Agriculture: Women make up 80 
per cent of the Nigerian agrarian 
work-force in the rural areas. Gov­
ernment should therefore assist them 
in mechanisation and improvement 
of their farming techniques, so that 
they can enjoy benefits commensu­
rate to the effort they put in.

Government should discourage 
gender discrimination of any form 
as provided tor in the constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Women who make up 51 percent 
of the population should therefore 
be allowed at least 35 per cent ap­
pointments in policy making posi­
tions. They should also be fully 
represented in government, paras- 
tatals, ambassadorial appointment, 
committees and task force set up by 
government. This makes for equal 
participation of women in nation 
building.

Women should be given equal 
opportunity for training and pro­
motion on equal basis and on merit.

Hajiya Laila Degen Yu re is the na­
tional president of the National Council 
for Women societies.

werc-fore imploring gov- , make up a large percentage 
"■ du all m its powers to ; cause of death in women. ' 

st provisions and improve- *-»-■»- : l

made in the following

------------r “ —..................
look into the modalities for the pro­
vision of balanced diet, government 
should encourage the traditional 
methods of child sparing through 
breast feeding. Government should 
also establish and fund specialised 
medical centres for women to take 
care of ailments that come as a result 
of child bearing. Some of these un­
fortunate girls, before maturity bear 

our quota to the children with devastating conse- 
•naHon.Wckr.G./ quences. Early child birth may re-

Open letter to General Sasni Abacha
-Haliva Laila Dogon Yaro

Education: Subsidised nurscrv 
primary education, return of 

schools to their various re- 
us bodies in order to maintain 
standards as well as allow the 

private sectors to fully contribute 
:rc;r quota, compulsory education 
'r girl-child, legislation against 

cany removal of girls from school, 
•nrroduction of more vocational 
schoolsforgirls,provision of board­

er advert'd countries, these 
- ted problems are almost 
r.rm-ezi'-rir.1 rer.ee :re:r rapid de- 
v<opmerfc As a result : this fact, 
wor.-.'.r wromakeup 58 per cent of 
the world's population are given 
eq ual opportunity and are allowed 3UUUiu oe made available. Govern- 
to contribute their own quota to the ; ment should set up a committee to 

, developments of their nations. Faris look into thp ------
and figureshave shown, that women, 
when given the required opportuni­
ties have performed creditably; for 
example, women ministers, heads 
of state likeMargaret Thatcher, 
Golda Meir, Indira Ghandi, Cara- 
zon Aquino, Bcnazair Bhutto and 
others.

We the women of Nigeria also 
wish to contribute cur quota io the 
developmen tof our na tion. We know

ing facilities in secondary schools 
• including teachers' quarters (accom­

modation), continuity schools for 
women whose education was cut 
short through no fault of theirs, schol­
arships for brilliant under previli- 

r :r-rdb:ritm. ged children, and primary and sec- 
r d political ondary schools should be rehabili- 

Conse- tated,andpromptpaymentofteach­
ers salaries. Our universities should 
be rid of cults and sexual harass­
ment and government should beef 
up security in the university to avoid 
the use of students in political crisis.

Health: Free and/or subsidised 
maternal and child health facilities 
like paediatric and maternity care 
should be made available. Govern-
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The Naira

realising some measure of economic 
revival this year, national planners 
are having sleepless nights over 
resuscitation plans for the currency.

Alongside nagging worries over 
falling oil prices—Bonny crude sold 
for 13.62 dollars last week — the 
Naira is receiving its closest atten­

tion for the first time in eight years.
From signals emanating from 

government, the Naira is bound for 
resurrection. A deputy director at 
the Central Bank of Nigeria con­
firmed this hope to Citizen although 
he would not explain how. It is learnt 
that the bank's favourable drive for 
the Naira was influenced by the 
stance of Mr. Paul Ogwuma, its 
governor. Oguma has been an 
apostle of government's involve- 
men t in the foreign exchange market 
ever since his days as managing 
director of Union Bank of Nigeria

The Naira keeps the budget in the cooler as its battered 
condition generates sleepless nights at Dodan Barracks

| or the second consecutive
M time, the budget, penulti- 

„LL mate week, was not deliv­
ered on the traditional New Year's 
eve. Last year, the four-week exten­
sion of the budget announcement 
was attributed to the late inaugura­
tion of the Tran sition Council, whose 
head, Chief Ernest Shonekan, was 
saddled with the responsibility of 
its (the budget) reading.

This time, the new General Sani 
Abacha administration pleads end- 
ycar assumption of office and the 
determination to evolve a blueprint 
for economic revival as the reasons 
behind the delay in announcing the 
budget. The first reason sounds es­
capist; the second technical: it is the 
latter that sounds acceptable. When 
deciphered, it attempts io find a rea­
sonable value for the Naira to enable 
it oil the real sectors (manufacturing 
and agriculture), regarded 
worldwide as the engine-room of 
any economy.

Even as Dodan Barracks was 
abuzz last week with surgical plans 
for the economy, the ailing currency 
once again went on the dive. It 
plunged to an all-time low of 48 
Naira and 70 Naira to the dollar and 
pound respectively at the parallel­
black and bureaux-de-change-mar- 
kets. Officially, the rates remained 
within these long-standing brack­
ets: 21.9 Naira to the dollar and 32.6 
Naira to its sterling counterpart. But 
since when have official rates ceased 
to command any meaningful con­
sideration in the nation's business 
transactions and economic analy­
ses?

Paradoxically, the Naira's dras­
tic fall is now its strength. Within the 
overall context of articulating a 
sound budget and consequently
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Ogwuma: wants government's involvement
in 1986. What happened was the 
introduction of the Second Tier For­
eign Exchange Market (SFEM) and 
thegradual devaluation of the Naira. 
The belief was that a devalued cur­
rency would encourage exports and 
generate foreign exchange, discour­
age imports and in the long run find 
the desired level for itself through 
the interplay of market forces.

Eight years later, it is clear the 
economy has been sold a dummy 
and the Naira sent the wrong way. 
Mr. Adcola Alatise, a senior man­
ager at the Union Bank, Lagos, ac-

Plc. Now as CBN helmsman, he has 
been impressing it upon government 
that the only way out of the woods is 
by strengthening the value of the 
Naira, according to the deputy 
rector.

For the beleaguered currency/ it 
has been a long travail. In 1984, one 
Naira exchanged for 1.3 to the dollar 
and 0.8 to the pound sterling. But 
some economic experts in the coun­
try, thinking along with the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank, believed it was over­
valued. So its devaluation formed 
the thrust of the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme (SAP) introduced 
==

* Il



' A

J

By Tayo Odunlami

Citizen, January 10,1994

cei 
the 
prices 
recovery

:CONQMt

experience a tumble. Manufactur­
ers' complaints are annually legion: 
low capacity utilisation; high inter­
est rates, thereby discouraging loans 
from banks to import raw materials 
and repair or bring in equipment 
and machinery, and runaway infla­
tion. Production became stifled. And 
with the liberalisation of imports, all 
sorts of goods were brought into the 
country. Eventually, the fate of every 
Nigerian product and service was 
tied to the fate of the Naira. When­
ever the currency squeezes, the na­
tion trembles.

____ ______________ > \ Black market operators along Broad Street in Lagos: our bane?________ I

manently put in check. Infact, such I 
operators have alwaysbeen accused, I 
with the connivance of some off* I 
cials of bidding banks, of vitiating , 
CBN's efforts at pegging the value 
of the Naira. Foreign exchange 
bought on the floor of the forex is 
always said to be diverted to the 
parallel market by corrupt bank off'" 
cials. Other unclean hard money was 
also routed and laundered on the 
market. When it leaves there and is 

I pumped into the economy, it (the 
i economy) becomes awash with ex- | cess money supply. With produc-

' of * treachery" u 
0( SA? and the 
elgn exchar-

\ f^al 1 - 
\ parallel fore 
\ ports are not* 
\ ronment of _

y4C spedficalb
\ menVs harmed! jaaon penultii 
\ year of official rates with »
\ market rates. In March that year, 1 
\ government directly devalued the 
\ Naira further by about 77 per cent. 
tThe existing official rate of 10.50 \ Naira to a dollar was increased to 
\ 1850 Naira to match the rate o’u- 
\ tained in the black market.
\ Contrary to government's think- 
\ ing at the introduction of SAP, the 
\ real sectors of the economy began to

Unr° A'at>so' are a''ythinf?VCmment's promises 
arenn>t arket 0ontr , at Do'dan | ° 8° by. Last .Monday i 

a?°Ura8ed >m 1 adn’inisL®arrarks, Sokoto state 
^a^ I Mua>u told ' C°lonel Yakubu

- ^Oder^ Va,uatiOn 1 ?ay dclibor ^eporters after an all' 
?AaHo*"'d8ovc^ I Heenantah',Ons *e budget

| and memb*se ^Administrators

Cnhancethn n?e‘^0argued: "Ifyou
I y°Uareboun? UCofthcNaira'thcn 

better." t°make the economy

down the s effort may g° . 
CCrtaindrasH a'n/ ^^adse feared, if

, F°rone,blaJAatUresare‘8norcd' 
de-chanEe_„ market and bureaux- 

^ratorsneedtobeper-

ffiirttsfer
IL» 9^ m:r ,he 1°"'- inflation 

, v of 1 reforc maintain 
xer>oU^crt5 ai*et is a dan§er 

tio" £*P.Uel1,1 activities are 
the Pa orny ’5do not reflect the 

that ec°CXl a”ti of demand and 
to ilieg3 > ce5 
'^"mar*^ o, that imports

fr'npiy' „re ea”5'dustrialist, Mr. 
s°P-fbercaled. A* a stronger Naira 
be c^ze.^’e dependence on 
paulAAdttcCds Even n°WC ue 
"•°uldrted g°°dc posable with the 
imp°r‘ is Meh imPoses h,gh 
praettee wh atldrawmate- 
t3riff5 on sPa^s on finished Pe­
tard L,tlo"’° factoring Assoaa- 
rial5bThe ManO(MAN) wil1 esPc' 
UCTof Nigeria.o See how the pro- 
B°n , be eager t .^Nairawill 
po edrevit^^sasregardsimpor-

I affectit^^needs and imports of

of them -AW extension, the
sec th mV revived by any merebudg- 
eCOn°dnrument, no matter the sin- 
etary d°^Xnentation.To Akhaze, 

!ritrfoblem and falling oil 
would greatly slow down the 

of the Naira. And to Ala- 
’tise "it has never been easier to re­
pair than to destroy." ,
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.BUSINESS BRIEFS
Commodities market 

International commodity prices at weekend

By Shoyebi Abayoml 
with agency reports
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Note; The OPEC is planning to meet earlier than sched­
uled in order to mop excess oil supplies and shore up 
prices.
Update: Africa's total share in the world market has con­
tinued to fall steadily and now stands at less than two 
per cent. To stem this trend, there is the need to establish 
an international fund for Africa to help widen the con­
tinent's economic base.
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Stock watch
Nigerian Stock Exchange Turnover l 8m (♦ I 1.4) 
ibadanStock’Exchange Turnover 1.4m, I55deals 
Lagos Stock Exchange Turnover 1,4m deals 
Kaduna Stock Exchange Turnover 5 3mt, 59deals 
Date 31/12/93

( ). . .(( ) .

Dollar » 
Pound iter I- 
German Mark. 
F rent, h F r jnc 
CFAFrjr

Chief Michael Olorunfemu, group executive director, 
National Petroleum Investment Management, a subsidiary of 

NNPC and his wife admire the award plaque he won during the 
Black Cold lecture and press Award organised by the National 

Association of Energy Correspondents

and high prices for fin­
ished goods. The body 
recommended that the 
government should abol­
ish the foreign exchange 
market, parallel market 
and Bureaux de change. 
The government should 
fix a reasonable price for 
the Naira exchange, and 
that the name of the Naira 
should be changed.

The body charged the 
government to impose 
importrestrictions,ban the 
import of luxuryitemsand 
impose financial discipline 
within the Nigerian fiscal 
and economic systems.

Z\ n unregulated for- 
zOveign exchange envi­
ronment is detrimental to 
the economic well being 
of the country. This was 
disclosed by EMWAI 
Centre for Political and 
Economic Research, in 
Kaduna. According to the 
body, falling value of the 
Naira has resulted in an 
unequal exchange ma- 
chanism, the cheapening 
of Nigeria goods (oil) and 
more expensive import 
bills.

The resultant effect of 
this was inflation, mani­
fested by fall in real wages

Dollar 1 
I’ounoSterlinc 
German i ijt k 
Dutch Guider 
French Franc 
C F a F ranc

QiLmonltor.
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Urals Med
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V/ T I

Averate Banks’ Interest rates
Prime 48%
Current 10%
Savings 25%
30 days 30%
6 months 32%
12 months 34%
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Nlmex heating oil No 2 . .( )
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(a) London (I) Raw Sugar
(11) White Sugar  
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(b) New York, delivery
(3) Cocoa (a) London. ...( )  
(b) New York
(4) Wheat Chicago . ...( )  
(5) Soya Beans Complex(6) Corn New York
(7) Cotton New York
(8) Aluminium
(a) London (Settlement price)
(b) London (Three months)
(9) Gold (a) London 
(a) New York . ()....
(b) Hong Kong ( ) ...
(10) Tin. (Settlement price)
(Three months)  
(I l) Coconut oil (PhiIllplnes) 
(12) Palm oil- (Malaysia). .( ) ..
(13) Rubber. London (a)  
(b) Kuala lumpur 
(14) Tin: (a) Kuala lumpur  
(b) New York 
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e>rt’Sec,°''O«i'etatC °Utput ’he 
rt ent’he pcTc ed to ° lor9e

nf°L9r°^h onci I the surplus from other sec.u-- i «------ ;
I ^°homy the Nigerian not being used to develop agn- establlshed in 1988_Th©

nov/evpr *-----tlVe roie of th~ e Observed posi- 
s®c’or durina<thnC'Jlturcilsub‘ ' 
penaenc ?9 ’he past inae- 
’ained in theTn1nd v/as not sus- I

DPtrril ^^Qenco r\f th* .
Petroleum sector.
fhentalVone760^'the funda- 
culture £ch>*n’S a9ainst °9ri‘ 
hostile de problems of

teE-KSSSK!
d5essive Sovernment policies 
ho programmes towards the 

improvement of the agricultural 
sub-sector had not been effec­
tive. These includethe introduc- 
tion of the agricultural develop­
ment projects.theestablishment 
of the River Basin Development 
Authorities. Operation Feed the 
Nation and Green Revolutions.

Agricultural experts believe 
that some of the policies and 
programmes were badly con-

•nted and 
j ------------------- ,u.------ " "r
s oims.Whileacknowledgingthe 
i facts that governments have 

been trying to improve on the 
Performance of the agricultural 
sub-sect or. keen observers of the 
sector point out that capital al­
location to agriculture has not 
been encouraging. For in-

T ■« w.”
ceived and implemer----

S1. P’oi ao br9e contrih. Se country, the surplus was being aPmestir ^/button used t£ deve|0P other sectors 
' of the economy and now that 
■ agriculture is no more viable. _____ __________ .“■ 9 surplus from other sectors is Ciroma: Agric minute’’

-4 br^ng used to develop agri- estab,ished in 1988. The 
National Fertilizer Company o’ ’he schemetor.

• of Nigeria NAFCON with four in the agncuHura s ssuCh 
be~ local blending plants produced Save for the

rergen v"'"oinc,aed With the dwindling revenue from oil, 
secto?ce0f,hevW|e concerted efforts from governments, fi­

nancial institutions and individuals are 
required to once again give agriculture its 
place of priority in our economy
about 50 percent of ourfertilizer 
requirements during the 1992 
cropping season. However, in- 

i spite of impressiveperformance 
by NAFCON. it cannot produce 
OUr 1 ............. ..................

1.6 million metric tonnes per 
annum.

In a bid to find a lasting solu­
tion to the adverse affects of 
natural hazards, which had for 
long rendered agriculture unat­
tractive to farmers and investors 
alike, the Nigerian Agricultural 
Insurance Company (NAIC) was

as African International Bank, 
(AIB). United Bank for Africa 
(UBA) and Union Bank. Bank of 
the North (BON) and Afribank 

... IAFCON.itcannorpruuu^c most banks are shying away 
our total fertilizer requirement from giving the Central Bank 
which has been put at about prescribed proportion of 
—tnnnes oer loanable funds to agriculture.

With the dwindling revenue 
from oil. concerted efforts from 
governments, financial institu­
tions and individuals are re­
quired to once again give agri­
culture its place of priority in our 
economy. ByTcla Sunday

Citizen, January 10,1994
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was an-

operatc from Luanda. Savimbi wants 
to continue to operate from his 
stronghold of Huambo, but the 
government sees this as an attempt 
to run a parallel government.

Last Wed nesday, theday the talks 
were due to resume, only the gov­
ernment delegation had arrived in 
Luanda, but UNITA and Mr. Beye 
were yet to arrive.

r over the 
announced

agreed to a 
for its Cw‘ 
nounced- *

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports

Citizen, January 10, 1994

self for the attack. General Abilio 
Numa Kamalata, commander ot 
UNITA troops in the northern parts 
of Angola, said there was no way c 
would have organised that feeb e 
attack.

Despite the uproar 
Malongo attack, it was a 
last Tuesday that a meeting of An­
golan and UNITA military com­
manders has been scheduled for 
January' 10 in Sao Tome and Prin­
cipe. The date and venue were ap- 
parentlyfixcd ata meetinglastTues- 
day between President Miguel Tra- 
voada of Sao Tome and UN special 
representative to Angola Alioune Bl­
ondin Beye. Mr. Beye has been 
mediaring in the talks between the 
government and UNITA m Lusaka 
since November. The talks were I

VIy in
^rnkear 
h rQbel i 
j , '■auvr Jonas Sa 
lalOnRor®r b°mbs landed 

installations 
da n «

operated by Cab­
diary f Corporation, a sub- 
^eVron Francisco-based
?ed firm. The bombs dam- 
T°ycdCVGral buhdings and de- 
^rnpo tWo Vchicles in residential 
a triatp ?d f°r 450 workcrs* An ex- 
red Tknd’an worker was also in- 
.etroc Malongo fields, 30 kilo- 
ala*s , n°rth of Cabinda, are An- 
arr . argest and produce 290,000 
,Q S °il a day, or 60 per cent of 

ontry*s total production.
■ id ncxt day, the/ournaZde/higola

, 1 c bombs were "probably" 
On ”\UNITA guerrillas, who, 

8 with another rebel group,
• are active in Cabinda. The 
goose news agency LUSA also 

3otcd a military source as saying 
a UNITA was behind the attack. 
1 z the damage inflicted was mini- 
a • ^binda Gulf Oil managing di- 
ctor' Robert Connon said produc- 

■>n Was not affected and that evacu-
Workers had returned. "It was 

•ychological terrorism." Connon 
so said the attack took place with- 
at Warning against the base, which 
,s 500 workers and a storage ca- 
icity of 3.5 million barrels.

The attack itself came a day bo­
ro the arrival in Angola of an 
nori can senate delegation, the first 
visit the country since the US 

vernmont established diplomatic 
s with Angola last May. The sena- 
5 were to spend two days in the 
intry, and it was possible the 
ITA attack was meant to impress 
delegation. UNITA, however, 

?ad blamed the government]^

ceasefire, though no date 
commencement v/sr an-

•jnced.UNITA spokesman Jorge 
Valentin threatened late last year 
that UNITA will not return to the 
talks because the government is 
preparinganother military offensive, 
but last week, Savimbi said on his 
rebel Radio Vorgan that his organi­
sation will return to Lusaka for 
"serious discussions" and is ready 
to sign an immediate ceasefire in 
order to allow the free flow of hu­
manitarian aid. Before the talks ad­
journed in December, Mr. Beye had 
said he had "guarantees" that both 
sides will attend when they resume 
last week. Last week's talks in Lusaka 
were expected to focus on national 
reconciliation, the distribution of 
cabinet posts and the restoration of 
government administration to areas 
recently overrun by UNITA. Also to

Mr. Savimbi's pro-

Dos Santos and Savimbi: an 
adjourned on Christmas evelast year 
and were to resume last Wednesday 
after a two-week break. Mr. Beye 
had imposed a newsblackout on the 
talks in order to prevent posturing 
by the parties, but last week he re­
vealed that legal and military deals 
had been finalised. Issues yet to be 
settled, he said, were ones such as 
power-sharing and UNITA's mili­
tary withdrawal from areas it re- 
ccntl y overran. Diplomats at the talks 
also reyealed^hat the two sideshave

gam®®
days to the resumption of peace talks, UNITA 

bombs oil fields in Cabinda

the morning on
V ^ay» January 2, a new 
?ear gift of sorts arrived

_ ^der Jonas Savimbi.
____ J in the 

installations in the
^golan enclave of Cab-

Gulf

_ Oil n.
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Somali warlords agreed for peace talks arranged in Kenya

I
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AFRICA
Somalia
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Aideed: ready /or peace 
taging the peace talks, arguing that 
the world body lobbied the anti- 
Aidced faction not to reach agree­
ment.

UNOSOM, was long disap­
pointed with the adamant attitude 
of General Aideed who had refused 
to negotiate with it. Aideed then 
told journalists in Mogadishu that 
he had stopped sending representa­
tives to the weekly security advi-

dishu that "We are ready to sit down 
with factions in any discussion about 
Somalia, but what we refused to ad­
here to is to let foreigners decide 
upon our future government." 
Contrary to this view, the United 
Nation Operation in Somalia (UNO­
SOM) has made new initiatives, for 
the formation of a transitional na­
tional council, which all the factions 
in Somalia agreed on in March last 
year and it is now ready for inaugu­
ration by January 15. Moreover, 
Aideed's faction blamed the United 
Nations operation for secretly sabo-

he Somali warring factions 
agreed last week to pu t their 
heads together in a secret 

peace talk sponsored by Kenyan 
president, Daniel Arap Moi in 
Nakuru, 160 kilometre north-west 
of Nairobi.

Earlier, in the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa, the UN secretary-gen­
eral, Boutros Boutros-Ghali con­
vened a conference of Somali's 
warring factions of which even the 
main factional leader, General 
Mohammed Farah Aideed was per­
suaded to sign a frame work for 
peace. A UN peacekeeping force, 
was assembled in the central capital, 
Mogadishu.

As one problem follows another, 
UN and US forces are pulling out 
from war-torn somali capital Moga­
dishu. About 450 members of the US 
army's 2nd Battalion — 14th Infan­
try regiment lined up a forthnight 
ago in full battle dress for their 
departure from Mogadishu. Accord­
ing to the commander of US troops, 
Major-general Thomas Montgomery 
"it's hard when you come here to 
feed people and you wind up fight­
ing for your life." Similarly, South 
Korea had also withdrawn its mili­
tary contingent to the UN forces for 
fear of drastic changes that might 
threaten the security of the unit. 
Report said, the engineering unit 
codeknown as Evergreen Unitmight 
be moved out of Somalia before the 
stipulated date.

Issa Mohammed Siad, foreign af­
fairs secretary for General Moham­
med Farah Aidccd'sSomali National 
Alliance (SNA) told journalists in 
Mogadishu that the peace conven­
tion arranged by President Arap Moi 
was exclusively made for General 
Aidecd and the representatives of 
the "Vanguard Group of Twelve" 
which is purely a coalition faction 
headed by Ali Mahdi Mohammed.

Siad further disclosed in Moga-

Moi: the sponsor 
sory committee which 
brings together dele­
gates from main Somali 
clans and UN officials. 
According to him for­
eign interference in 
Somali is antithetical to 
his wishes and there­
fore, he is not obliged 
to listen to UNOSOM 
dictating for his people 
in Somalia.

However, the 
agreement by Aideed 
to go for peace talks in 
Kenya is still suspect 
as figh ting con tinues in 
areas close to capital 
Mogadishu. A USarmy 
armoured vehicle bom­
barded a landmine in 
Mogadishu last week, 
but there was no report 
of any injury. The ve­

hicle, an M-88 was travelling in a 
five-track convoy on its way to a 
scheduled assignment outside 
Mogadishu when it struck at the 
mine. Also in Hawade clan there 
was guerrila attack between 
Aideed's warring faction and other 
soldiers, 300 kilometres away from 
the south-east of Be let Uen.

By Yabagi Kolo 
with agency reports
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Hussein is angry that Arafat did not 
clear issues with him on the peace 
process. There was also the issue of 
Jordanian-Palestian co-operation or 
confederation.

In the flurry of activities and 
shuttle diplomacy for which the

as deliberately adopting delay for 
mula since the more peace 
layed, the more Arafat will gr 
just anything to forestall further r 
sistance from his people.

By Shoyebi Abayonu 
with agency reports

Citizen, January 10,1994

Arafat has also come under c j 
from members of his group w io a 
him of autocratic tendencies

ted,^fSd 
Middle Leban°"“
foreign 1Prehe n
has call £‘“’Cw
join in . %vithd

"S
bUtdaobeahead. HeP^'^.jsdo^ 

as% sign of co^age a"iinOn U 
thepartofall-W nCOurag 
is nOttO° Mention in .. 
foreign inter fth,sl process. Because ot tn , 

the US to stay C- 
Hons. Rabin sacho^

i S’®®®®
’6 ns reiSnHLjhe volatile Middle East

■ ft ara■^4rcepr^dc.verf^
1 I leptin CCOrd- Gaz2-Jer-
I ^Iaeli1S?aPaldrart,aK■ fo^e^«e?£lV^nae.

ftePLo?? lister S'-,‘ZhakRabin, I 
his shT^^an v'Si"m°n Peres !

I been ^fe^tend inte^r have

Sh ?hAingto a21Tln8 Israel 
tc aatb# an Israeh tOnT,s. Mr. 
lhat °n such inwCat°kesman states 
no partv could it nc8°tiaHons, 
addingthat“nosidpUe Ultin’a‘ums, 
a blackmail." d can accept such

‘be PeaceaagendaCthmShdra8B“8 
under considerahu* has come 
objectionists to th Pressure fr°m

ued the resistance. Violence intensi­
ties as more people are killed on 
both sides of the divide.

Arafat has also come under criti­
cisms from members of his group 
who accused him of autocratic ten­
dencies. The reformists appealed to 
him to broaden the basis for deci­
sion making.

The knotty issues in the PLO/
Israeli dilemma remains the control 
of border crossing in Jericho and the
Gaza strip, the size of Jericho to be
involved in the peace process, gen­

eral security of Israel in the Te& 
and the size of Israeli army to 
main in the occupied territories‘ u_ 
dan has also complained of ins 
rity in relations to the peace acco 
Jordan is particularly conceme 

: about who controls King Hussei
(AUeby's) bridge in Jericho.
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Mexico

Zapatista’s rage
Poor social and economic conditions push Indian peasants

President Salinas: better deal?
Mexican television crew, for ex­
ample, was hit though nobody was 
hurt Wednesday, the officials said 
nearly 100 people have been killed 
in the fighting, but the figure will 
definitely be higher. In the fighting 
around San Cristobal alone, 51 peas­
ants and seven government soldiers 
were killed. There are reports of 
wholesale massacre of the peasants 
by government troops outside the 
war. Juan Mendez of the Human 
Rights Watch/Americas alleged that 
there had been massive human 
rights violations in the handling of

TT V^lthcnewycar'fewpeople 
H I in Mexico or anywhere else 
LLJ' were aware of a group 

known as the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army.lt therefore came 
as a complete surprise when this 
well-armed group kidnapped sev­
eral prominent people, occupied San 
Cristobal de las Casas, Ocosingo and 
three other towns all in Mexico's 
South-East state of Chiapas and 
declared war on the Mexican gov­
ernment.

As it took control, the group, 
which the Mexican government ini­
tially denied all knowledge of, re­
leased more than 150 prisoners from 
jailsand said that it had been organ­
ising for ten years to draw attention 
to the plight of the ind igenous popu­
lace in Chiapas. It complained of 
poor living conditions, years of gov­
ernment repression of the indige­
nous people, lack of child care, the 
North American Free Trade Agree­
ment, N AFT A, arguing that it would 
further marginalise them, demanded 
land reform and generally wanted a 
better deal in what is one of Mexico’s 
poorest 31 states.

The group demanded land re­
form and accused politicians of 
generally lying their teeth in address­
ing their social and economic prob­
lems. It also wanted the installation 
of "socialism" in this federation.

The government of president 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari moved in 
quickly to stem the rebellion from 
spreading. It was massive and dev­
astating with as much as 12,000 
military personnel. After four days 
of intense fighting,the army retook 
control of San Cristobal de las Casas, 
Ocosingo and the other towns. Re­
ports spoke of the road leading to 
San Cristobal being littered with 
bullet shells, dead bodies and 
wrecked government buildings.

Government officials said the

to the wall. Violent uprising leaves 100 dead
army had taken complete control of 
all the occupied towns but that the 
peasant fighters still occupied vil­
lages and many had taken to the 
hills. It was in the attempt to head 
them off that the Mexican Air Force 
initiated heavy bombardmentof the 
outlaying areas.

Isolated exchange of fire between 
government forces and the ZNLA 
were heard throughout the week as 
the fighting continued on the out­
skirts of San Cristobal with planes 
attacking the fleeing peasants in the 
hills. Several accounts suggest that 
government's bombing had been 
indiscriminate and destructive. A

the conflict. In retreating, the peas­
ant fighters destroyed government 
buildings and took away the 40 
kidnapped residents of San Cristo­
bal.

The uprising caught the people 
of Chiapas by surprise. Many people 
in Mexico sympathise with theplight 
of the indigenous people, even 
though they disagree with the resort 
to violence to make the point. Most 
people feel that they had nothing to 
lose by joining in the struggle. The 
region is mostly populated by in­
digenous Indian peasants many of 
whom refuse to speak Spanish and 
insist on wearing traditional dresses.

The Mexican government has 
offered to negotiate with the ZNLA, 
but it came with strong conditions: 
that the fleeing rebels give them­
selves up without any guarantees of 
amnesty, that they handover the 
kidnapped people and surrender a 
large quantity of dynamite stolen 
shortly before the uprising.

Bishop Samuel Reese who has 
strong links with the peasants has 
called for a ceasefire to enable the 
Roman Catholic church to mediate, 
but a spokesman for the ZNLA said 
they had had enough of the empty 
promise of politicians and have re­
fused the government's call to lay 
down their arms. Leaders of the 
uprising said they had withdrawn 
to await orders and that they did not 
fear government troops and the 
struggle would continue.

Wednesday, the head of the 
Guatemala's rebel movement, Hec­
tor Rosandez, travelled to Mexico 
for talks with representatives of the 
peasants following Mexican govern­
ment’s allegations of Guatemalan 
and Venezuelan complicity in the 
uprising. He said he saw no evi­
dence to support such a claim.

Whatever the outcome, the up­
rising has drawn international at­
tention to their plight forcing the au­
thorities to acknowledge that social 
conditions in Chiapas needed im­
proving. The local congress has even 
published plans for "change."

By Mohammed Bomoi 
with agency reports
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who steal public funds is nothing 
new. It happened during the Mur- 
tala/Obasanjo regime when public 
officers were probed and the civil 
service was also purged. Taking the 
cue, the Buhari/Idiagbon admini- 

J and convicted many

itituting probes, 
sacking or jailing erring officials as a 
deterrent measure are oddly incon- 

r.t ’vith the pardon extended by 
Babangida administration to 

those convicted for embezzlement ' 
of public funds. In addition to being 
"forgiven" and rehabilitated, their 
illegally acquired assets confiscated 
by government 18 years-ago were 

returned to them.
Certain established canons 

publicaccountability were shattered 
by such an ill-ad vised policy. Of what 
use are probes and convictionsif the 
next military regime that comes into 
being would reverse them? Some­
one ought to spare us the circus show

csr.i-~.rg <r. " zricrprocuctive.
Sir.se trer, e
could z'-vr

or '
the military admiristrarers. Appar- 
er. :.y ’.uZed ~ into false security by 
the rs probe siar.d c: the Abacha 
regime, the military administrators 
decided to maximise the epportu- 
r;r.- !re: erief provided to purge in whic 
~i<f: rrxr.ey. So trey dipped their \ lost their jobs, 
hards into the rrorey pct ar.d also | favestigatic.. t. 
made deals v.-.tr desperate ccntrac- j been set up to probe and reorganise 
tors. Ore or them, expended 136 ; tbe Nigeria National Petroleum 
milii'.r. ir. cr'.y 27 days, in Sokoto, Corporation, NNPC, Customs and 
there were allegations c: irregular- j exdse department, Nigerian Ports 

•>.’ in *’rr- 23 Tr.i7.inr. naira hurriedlv I _kt—■ *’ •*--------- ’ T”
paid to cor tractors. Equally disturb- j power pj^ Nigerian Telecommuni- 
inz was the false claim by the mili- . \nrm .->nH thoNiceria Air- 
tary administrator that he left 166 j 
million naira in the treasury when ! 
the actual amount was only ’ 
74,134,000 naira. The ad ministrators .
in Osun, Yobe and Kano also had * 
cases to answer. Chief of general ; 
staff, General Oladipo Diya ex- ,

I plained that the probes were neces- 
' sitatedby the seriousness of the alle­

gations and the administration's 
policy not to condone corruption at 
any level. And to convince the pub- ' 
lie of its sincerity of purpose, the 
probe and attendant sacking of the

...g .hefa.^daim bydtemli- . cations, NTTEL, and the Nigeria Air- 
ports Authority, NAA. The corrup-

• tion in these parastatals has reached 
i an all time high that accountability 
' cannot be restored without a far

reaching probe.
i Yet the story of probes has al- 
| waysincluded chaptersof abuse and 

distortions. The painstakingly com­
piled reports of some probe panels 
are buried in the cooler of many re- | 
gimes. They are never allowed to see 
the light of day. So expressing self 
righteous indignation or cursing the why petrol 
men (rarely are women involved) | during coin

Investigation

Ore of them expended 136 ; the Nigeria National Petroleum

BILKISU YUSUF
spread like the seasonal har- 

haze to federal parastatals 
siate administrations. Whether

-r r this portends a genuine at- 
to rescue the country from the service ~— e= cf the precipice to which cor- cue, the Buhari/Idiagow.. 

--p=en has pushed it remains to be stration tried and conv.ct 
seer.. Second Republic offiaa.s.

In Yobe State, 70 civil servants However, instituting _ 
f'-rm.ed a ghost workers' syndicate sacking or jailing emng officials as a 
mat connived to cart away 35 mil- ~n ' v incon

_ .ion naira in the two year period of

Season o£ probes
the state's existence. They have since 
oeen sacked and directed to cough 
up the money. At the Nigeria Postal 
Services, NIPOST, the postmaster ’ 
general and three management staff 
were suspended for awarding air­
craft lease contracts worth 43.75 
million naira without clearance from

allegations or wrorz dcirz az^'*-^ minister- T^e contracts were
• " 5 neither executed nor could the sum ux,vwwo...mirt- bv 50 naira P3^ for a ^P3' that probes have become.

rate contact be traced in the organi- Another factor is public's uneasi-
■ sation'sbooks. The police force, long ness about the selective nature of the 

hampered by poor funding and in- probes. Take the case of the NNPC
■ efficiency has also carried out a group managing director, Mr.

’M’wm in which 700 police officers Daukoru and six management staff 
, who were charged to court last year 

panels have also for theft of 41 million dollars. The
"? case was later withdrawn from court 

with the explanation that it would 
be transferred to a tribunal. Of course 

ity in the 23 mdiion naira hurriedly i ’TT --------------- such a tribunal was non-existent,
paid to contractors. Equally disturb- Aulhonty' WA, National Electric Rather, sources disclosed that the 

Power Pic. Nizerian Telecommuni- | case was abandoned because the ac­
cused persons threatened to blow 
the lid off other equally scandalous 
deals in which some sacred cows 
were also involved.

Now' that the NNPC probe panel 
has been asked to scrutinise all pay­
ments of over one million Naira and | 
above made by the NNPC in the | 
past three years, Daukoro and his 
team should talk and the nation will 
benefit from what they would have 

to siiy.Perhaps then we will understand 
wny is scarce in an oil pro­
ducing country that exports it.

Citizen, January 10,1994
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3.1 sought to know from him why the papers were there 
contrary to express instructions (a copy of which he had — 
atbackcovcr) that papers of any description should NOTbe 
brought into the examination hall and despite my repeated 
warnings since the examination started particularly the 
morning of that incident that examination instructions 
should be strictly adhered to. He replied that it was a 
mistake. It is pertinent to say that the rough papers discov­
ered are relevant to the examination in progress at the 
particular time. It would appear that he anticipated ques­
tions on draftings and all he would need do would be to fit 
in the facts of the questions to suit the already prepared 
drafts brought into the hall.

4. The drafts were discovered within 10-15 minutes that 
the examination started.

5. I consulted with the director, and, in order not to 
jeopardisehis interest unnecessarily in viewofhis extempo­
raneous defence of mistake, we decided that he should be al­
lowed to continue his papers without prejudice to any 
decision that would be taken later.

PRIVATE EYE —
Onagoruwa’s agony
**] r n the words of one of those im­

mortal poets, we are made to
J L understand that "politicians can 
be impervious to reason." But today 
we can extend that observation to 
other groups because my scout, a 
busy body news sniffer — which 
reporter isn't? — stumbled on one of 
the causes of Dr. Olu Onagoruwa's 
headache. Since he assumed office 
as the attomcy-gcncral, the former 
human rights activist and member 
of the Movement for National Ref­
ormation, MNR, a body that believes 
in splitting Nigeria into 250 ethnic

Copy
Ref. No. CLE/ST/158/29 
Confidential

Signed
(Jacob A.O. Sofolahan) 

Secretary, 
29th May, 1970.

Does it make you shudder? The justice minister's skin is 
thicker because he's still glued to his swivel chqir.

scout took pain to fish^r==^J 
merit that tells the story as .®

lay2S,hinsf

!°ns in

units, Onagoruwa's past dealings 
have tormented him. Apart from the 
controversial court case where his 
cousin accused him of theft, having 
dispossessed her of 40 plots, the at­
torney general also has another 
skeleton in his legal cupboard.

As a student at the Nigeria Law 
School, the erstwhile human rights 
activist was accused of sneaking pa­
pers into the examination hall. He 
was caught red handed and as a dis­
ciplinary measure, made to repeat 
the examination by the council of 
legal education. My indefatigable

6. A query was issued as at p.20 andhisreobT^-i^ 
24/28.

7. The board of examiners met on Monde* •
to consider the case and it was unanimously 
defence of mistake put up by Dr. Onagoruv^ 
nable. The civil procedure lecturer did say that 
were told during revision to expect drafting o 
form of motions, summons and/or pleadings"UGSti(•” 
papers found with the student would have been b° 
as precedents in anticipation of the drafting r°U8^tin 
Indeed, there was a compulsory drafting questio 
the questions on civil procedure and evidence ic U CoPy of 
cover of file). at back

8. The board of examiners after full consid
cided that as this caseis substantially similar to th rat’°n de- 
in 1967, the very minimum disciplinary measure th °f ^Ucas 
meted out to Dr. Onagoruwa would be what u, at Can be 
Lucas. as 8iven to

9. The board accordingly recommends that as
of Mr. Lucas (p. 18 of the attached file) Dr o thccase 
should:- ’ H^goruwa

(a) be strongly reprimanded; and,
Jb) be disqualified for the bar examinations of May 1970.

(c) NOT be permitted to repeat the examinations hm
the expiration of one year from the date of the last o e.
tion;and 'examina-

(d) be placed under surveillance for a period of one vear 
to ascertain that he is a fit and proper person for enrolmX

10. You may wish to direct so that a decision mav be 
conveyed to Dr.Qnagoruwa because the resultofthe exami 
nations would have been published before the next council 
meeting.

Chairman,
Re: Dr. G.O. Onagoruwa — Nigeria bar final examination

Please see from pages 20-28.
2. The facts arc statedi n my p.20, but briefly—whilst the 

examination on Civil Procedure and Evidence were being 
written on Thursday, 21 /5/70 at 9 am, during my invigila- 
tion, 1 discovered with Dr. Onagoruwa page 21-23 on his 
writing table almost fully covered up except for a figure "4" 
at the bottom of p.22 which aroused my suspicion. I asked 
to see the papers but Dr. Onagoruwa attempted to cover 
them up. 1 however succeeded in recovering the drafts on 
which were written:
(a) Draft specimen of "MOTION ON NOTICE"
(b) ......................... a "WRIT OF SUMMONS"
22, and
(c)
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The indolent and lazy, though still 
in bed
Remains the people's object of hate 
He, doing nothing with zest 
Is seen as but a standing jest.

Mohammed Garba Bawa

Abba Gana Shettima

Citizen, January. 10,1994

a bad da> 
'not stay 

^>y hurray.

Others, before grinding stones they 
kneel
Crushing to powder, nuts with zeal 
From the playground 
With children running around 
Screams, cries and wailings 
Continued without failing.

Upon the mute, dewy hills r 
Hark at the canary's merry tongue.

A new day, today, has been bom 
And the child is as bright as gold 
Yes, I know my world is old 
For lots of its days have gone!

Ibrahim Shcme

Xmas day
Xmas day 
There're slaughtering 
Of cows 
Of goats 
Of fowls 
And the drinking 
Of libations 
For Christ was bom 
The Xmas day 
After coming out the linch gate 
Reminds me 
Of our ahiajoku day 
When equally we slaughter 
Cows 
Goats 
Fowls 
And drink libations
To the yam and god and of the farms 
And of the lands 
As the name of the father 
And of the holy ghost 
We daughter 
And drink 
For bumper harvest 
Of soil's seeds 
And of man's sweat.

Obinna Chilckezi )

At dawn
I As the cock crows 

Signalling yet another day 
“!® SUn aPPears 
With characteristic radiance 
beneath, man struggles in earnest.

th° fa™ farmers move 
As the fishermen head for the sea 
Jhe women, pestle in hand 
Mortar on the ground 
R°ady to pound that at hand.

Tomorrow
Man builds an architecture of hopes 
Always drawing tomorrow's shape 
Colouring it in a marble of solid 
structures
While tomorrow is only an egg 
It could hatch or get rotten
For it is wrapped in the womb of 
time.

Better things
Let's find some time to laugh 
For it is better to
Let's find some time to laugh
For in laughter we lose nothing 
Let's make someone smile
For it is better to
Let's brighten someone's day
And make the world a better place.

Ahmed Efebeli

year resold10W ^av»’nof anewyear,itis

h°pe’ A Period.of tion.s_ a i-a lime f°r resolu- 
fruitf-^i an<* work for a

ballad Good n<.aVhe newy“r 
Lryj Wi We hope to hear
p„, Pains we hope to bear ^t-rty we hope to

tear hope to wear meals in a square ^oon forward my dear 
rr.e with me so we cheer

s shall we steer 
All and SUCCCSS S^a" nCaT *11 shall we not fear 
° the ill-wishers we shall jeer 

hor they shall be at the

rear.^n new year
' Tk mOr™n8' t0dli pte light has cast its ray 
I can't think well as 1 lay 

; I 'vender what friends will say 
Parties, they threw but 1 can't pay

■ AU I can now do is pray 
The Lord may bring in a way 
That will take my worries away 
This is supposedly my birthday

■ But it tends to be a bad day 
Worse, my dearest cam 
To dine with me and s~ 
Nura Usman Almajiri

A new day
' When the moon and the stars tar- 

1 nish
i And night begins to lose his grip 
i There is a smile on the east's lip 
’ As we watch darkness vanish.

I A pale light on the heaven's brow I 
| And the owls flee in to hide I
Now the earth's looking so wide 
As the light continues to grow. I

i A new day — an<i our wortd's \ 

y°un8! .... I 
Light from the sun spills
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^©©(Wdling on
Ulh@ beat

Junaid Mohammed, a public com­
mentator and medical doctor, Alhaji 
Isiyaku Upiar Tofa and Alhaji M.S. 
Umoru, two prominent Kano busi­
nessmen and chairmen of Tofa 
Commercial Press and Ceramic 
Manufacturers respectively. Other 
members are Hajiya Zainab Kabir of 
the sociology department of Bayero

tMNGEX 
SIGNALS

ON 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONFERENCE!
An edition of The Record 

University, Kano and Mr. Tim 
Uzoaka.

In his remarks at the occasion, 
Alhaji M.S. Umoru stressed the need 
to make The Record a unique and 
qualitative publication and called 
on the business community to sup­
port the publication. Indeed, he set 
the ball rolling by launching it with 
10,000 Naira and advertisements 
worth 50,000 Naira for the rest of the 
year. The chief launcher, Senator 
Magaji Abdullahi expressed dismay 
at the lack of foresight and indiffer­
ence of wealthy northerners to the 
urgent need to set up publishing 
houses in this part of the country. He

mediawatch
The Record

The nation's media scene is enriched with the presence 
of a Kano based monthly news magazine.

dted the hysterical campaign of 
disunity that was embarked upon 
by the dominant sector of the press 
after the annulment of June 12 elec­
tion as one of the disturbing effects 
of the dearth of virile publications in 
the northern states. Senator Abdul­
lahi then appealed to wealthy busi­
nessmen to establish well funded 
newspapers and magazines to sell 
news and views that will correct the 
current lopsided coverage of the 
country. Alhaji Isa Kachako, another 
senator who spoke at the launching 
highlighted the need to approach 
the forthcoming constitutional con­
ference with an open mind, devoid 
of ethnic and religious sentiments. 
Senator Isa Kachako identified the 
media as the controller of events 
through balanced news reporting 
and urged media practitioners not 
to lose sight of their role as develop­
mental journalists and promoters of 
a national agenda.

Speaking in his capacity as an 
editorial advisory board member, 
Dr. Junaid Mohammed observed 
that unless a massive public aware­
ness campaign is embarked upon, 
the geopolitical region referred to as 
"the north" would be caught nap­
ping when the constitutional con­
ference is finally convened. Accord­
ing to Mohammed "We must have 
our own agenda because blackmail, 
intimidation and noise making is 
the vogue if one wants to be heard. 
Unless we have a robust voice and 
demand equity we would always be 
shortchanged." Said Mohammed, 
"The Record will not embark on 
mischief making or go after people's 
reputations with the sole purpose of 
tarnishing them. We can say what 
we want to say with the truth and 
even the truth can be mischievous." 
The hall roared with laughter even 
as the publisher and editor-in-chief 
of The Record, Dr. Abba Abdullahi 
rose to thank those who turned up 
for the event. Dr. Abdullahi prom­
ised to make The Record live up to its 
slogan as an “indispensable record 
of news and events."

By Bilkisu Yusuf in Kano

r | he modest crowd of distin- 
| guished personalities gath- 

-LL ered at Kano's Daula hotel 
during the Christmas holidays pre­
cisely on December 28 to launch The 
Record. Associated Media, publish­
ers of the monthly news magazine 
weathered the publishing industry's 
hostile setting to embark on the 
venture last July. According to the 
chairman of the magazine's edito­
rial advisory board, Dr. Ibrahim 
Ayagi, the first edition of the maga­
zine hit the newsstands in August 
93. Not intimidated by the prolifera­
tion of magazines and newspapers, 
The Record publishers believe that 
the near absence of news magazines 
in the northern states must be 
corrected. The Record therefore set 
for itself, the traditional role of in­
forming, educating and entertain­
ing the people. Dr. Ayagi however 
told guests at the launching that the 
magazine'smain motivation was the 
urge to provide balanced news and 
analyses. The biased reporting of 
many publications according to the 
chairman, should be neutralised by 
publications like The Record with the 
unflinching determination to pro­
vide "a credible medium for views 
and ideas that would foster public 
awareness of problems of our time, 
particularly on the issue of nation 
building." Asa step towards achiev­
ing this goal, the magazine's edito­
rial advisory board is loaded with 
achievers in various fields. Among 
them are Alhaji Magaji Dambatta, a 
veteran journalist and former editor 
of Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo Alhaji Tanko 
Yakasai, a seasoned politician, Dr.

Citizen, January 10,1994
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later, his bur­
geoning scor­
ing talent, 
though raw 
but promis­
ing, caught the 
attention of 
the handlers 
of the national 
team, the 
Green Eagles. 
Since then, 
Rashidi Yek- 
ini has trans­
formed intoan 
irrepressible 
prolific 
striker, a scor­
ing sensation 
whose prodi­
gious feats for 
the national 
team and 
clubs, have 
ranked him 
the most suc­
cessful striker 
ever pro­
duced by Ni- 

_____ geria.
^ws best It was

wnii therefore a
Dn ^served honour when on

f 1993, Confederation
v i • ^Ca football, CAF, named 

c ni 1993 African Football er of the 
Yekini polled 21 votes to beat 

Ghana's Abedi Pele Ayew, Liberian 
George Weah and another Ghanian 

ony Yeboah to second, third and 
fourth places respectively. The Su-

6^*«’syear

Jst f°0tb 8°allsr S n'OstProli«

les911er of ?vers- has bee' Strikerand one of 

^^^Setviees Je fOr "°"?ed 1993 Af'
SOn:yble -d self-

,sprofes- 
^^^O^hUP'^ese first 

•**^>%th,1‘itl1 ,;ngofthe

as l^g ‘^P < t of the
AfriCon °f t’n'VC’rco>'eCiheguationaI 
tinc» °AfriCaJ1 g Sc by th® eamed 
intheZfh® 5.eS ^04 World 
^Ts ’.^USAin

N^a e h®#”* °n 3

modest S gieS co thef Stars of 
Green ^igH^oting.th 
boyegn one b ,ay potential 
divis>°” , hint P^ the P& took 
Ibadan, ed *1’ (pnigb , ]aterin 
and di^tr^ Stars ^^arge 

Yewn^to 5h$>n£ ‘ini

his fuU Pb ossom ’^rsOfIbadan 

^fi^J^mSh^^^ola BabeS °f 
defunct Ab‘°diviSion one

of 1987national S Goal Scorer 
Bourn vita H1®,fthat season. The 
award at the endhisexploitsat 
same year he cro hejping Abl-

as^ss-*“»Tsr uncanny ease at scoring goal, 
dumPed his amateur status and 
crossed the country's border to Cote 
d'Ivoire to pursue a Professional 
career. He joined Africa Sports, one 
of the three top premier division 
clubs in Cote d'Ivoire and took the

Citizen, January 10,1994

Yekini:d“fiJ^T^

H~=& 
ony skin young man joined the de’ 
funct second division United N±:

E dub°of Ka^itCd <UNTL) f0°tbal1 
Club of Kaduna as a struggling

| amateur, yearning to mature into a 
player of substance. A few years
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to invitation to play for the national 
team. Not for him the arrogant out- 

. bursts that are the trade marks of 
most of his colleagues who play 
professional soccer outside thecoun- 
try; and not for him those stringent 
demands and frustrating conditions 
handed out to the Nigeria Football 
Association, NFA by many of his 
overseas based professional players 
before they honour invitation to the 
national team.

SPORTS____________
club to league victory at the end of 
the season with 28 goals, and again 
secured the league crown for the 
club the following year with 31 goals. 
Yekini was such an indispensable 
asset for ifrica Sports that club 
president bimplice Zinsou several 
times frustrated his plan to further 
his career in Europe. Yekini got his 
chance in 1990 when he moved to 
Victoria Setubal of Portugal.

After overcoming contractual 
irregularity that sidelined him for 
half of the season, he laced his boots 
and scored 13 goals to emerge fifth 
in Portugal. The following season, 
Yekini took Portugal by storm, scor­
ing 21 goals to emerge the highest 
scorer, but his best *came in 1993 
when he raked in 34 goals to help lift 
Setubal back to division one. Such 
exploits for clubs and country in 
1993 clearly combined to make 
Yekini Africa's number one player.

Even before the CAF's honour, 
Yekini has become the most popular 
figureamong players currently play­
ing for the national team, the Super 
Eagles. This is borne out of his con­
sistency for goal scoring, and many 
contributions he has made to the 
country's efforts in international 
competitions. After his debut in 
Nations Cup finals in 1984 in 
Abidjan, where Nigeria won silver, 
Yekini has featured for Nigeria in 
other African Nations Cup finals in 
1988 in Morocco, 1990 in Algeria 
where his vital goals lifted Nigeria 
to the final, and again in Senegal '92 
where he won the golden boot as the 
tournament's highest goal scorer. 
Yekini has also been playing for 
Nigeria consistently for several years 
now in the qualifying matches for 
Olympic Games, African Cup of 
Nations, and the World Cup. But 
Yekini is perhaps more popular and 
more admired by fansand the coun­
try sports administrators than other 
national team players because of his 
cool-headedness, and dedication to 
the service of the nation. He once 
told a national soccer magazine that 
"my happiest day would always be 
anytime I wear the national team's 
jersey." No wonder he is always 
among the first players to respond
Citizen, January 10,1994

Yekini: ready to strike

What really makes Yekini thick 
as a super scorer that is dreaded by 
defendersand goalkeepers anytime 
he is on the field? Yekini's durable 
assets include his height (he is over 
six feet) and strong physical frame, 
which he usually transforms into a 
deadly shot at goal from his right 
foot whenever he is in possession of 
the ball. Although he is usually criti­
cised for lacking dribbling skills that 
were the hallmark of such strikers 
like Pele, Maradona and Segun 
Odegbami, Yekini made up for that 
with his speed and precision strik­
ing at goal whenever he is in posses­
sion of the ball. Without the ball, 
Yekini has a deceptively slow ap­
proach co the game, but once he has 
the ball to himself and an inch space 
advantage to operate, his strikes at

goal are usually dangerous and 
damaging to the opposing team.

Yekini's goal scoring efforts ha ve 
also won lots of acclaim not just 
from fans butalso from coaches and 
ex-great players of the game. For­
mer Green Eagles' captain and a 
great goal scorer in his playing days, 
Segun Odegbami said "Without 
doubt, Rashidi Yekini can lay claim 
to the crown of the greatest goal 

scorer in the history of Nige­
rian football." Odegbami in 
his assessment of the Super 
Eagles striker, said" Yekini 
has become the greatest de­
light of Nigerians," and con­
cluded by liking him to a 
human goal scoring ma­
chine. Former chief coach of 
Stationery Stores, Augustine 
Ofokwu described Yekini as 
a quintessential striker. 
"That guy is marvelous, he 
has sharp reflexes and that 
explains why he is able to 
take those powerful shots in 
split seconds despite the hard 
tackles from defenders," 
Ofokwu said. To Christian 
Chukwu, Super Eagles’ chief 
coach, Yekini "is an excep­
tion among the present 
bunch of strikers we have in 
the country today." BCC 
Lions’ chief coach, Shuaibu 
Amodu is even more im­

pressed with Yekini's unassuming 
personality and dedication to na­
tional service. Amodu advises other 
players to look up to Yekini for guid­
ance "because he is a dedicated 
player that knows his mission in the 
field."

It is therefore a befitting honour 
for Yekini and an achievement of 
distinction as the first ever Nigerian 
to be so named African footballer of 
the year since the award was insti­
tuted for African footballers in 1970. 
But Yekini, going by his current 
exploits, his consistency at the age of 
30, is still a rising star. He is Nigeria's 
biggest asset for next June World 
Cup finals in USA, and that champi­
onship may be where his best would 
be unfolded.

By Joe Olajuwon |



I

will expect 
itTheyJ

Wds true except that now, in addi- \ Nigena, A _ca\ fear 
. tion to money, some of them take the 1 ^CTC IS And 
\ decency out of the audience. They \ maY UB 

, are the hidden persuaders — and \ f"‘ " 
\ ^cy rnake no bones about it. They \ 
\ go on creating wants instead of \ 
\ meeting genuine needs. \
\ They manipulate and misdirect 1 
\ those powerful emotions innate in 
\ every normal being — anger, desire 
; and imagination. They balance and \ 
\ combine the appeal using images to \ 
1 create appetite for what the body \ 
\ can often do without. In the past it 1 
\ was directed subliminally, though 
\ even then the attempt was to excite 
\ the base urges until parting with the 
\ dollar or Naira became irresistible,
1 but there were thresholds the crea- \ cveT thought 

1 tive artist daren't ctoss. \ ’ ’
Now they are getting more dar- 

\ mg, modern and raunchy. But bold- 
1 ness in lechery is no virtue, is it. No 
\ is it the best response when your 
\ product is accus

nave CTcii-Nv.ua 
mtratc formula of Co - . and u 
• -iday Times of course i \

sa^5 C°^C “Xendless whether ^iindeed.^U »

' you Win expect• d wcnttM_---—~~'
W \deny« Theydid_—

S>1^

v,? And \ 

an<1;
.v. ‘b

„ . v & on ta-' 4-w\
5inc ad\o^o^vn°wV \ 

relief <b3 cb^3*I*0* \ 
w°r, i>t"'^cif y to 0t y bClpof I 

eSPeCtfietLerO erects0’" I

°' M;\ no-^a^

„03' w3tded

‘all 4 L '"h0 \ <*gb<y 4 4^4 >'b'V a tb3‘ cb^edi- \ 
53 vib^peaf t i^phi-l 
C<”';V’o>

w0 ,acb ? e fr®6.. after \ 
intofdob^

t"*'ias a1*uve 33 't ^Lienee \ 
'^p 'tbc3' 3 It d^abvCw bave \ 
v-e®? ,evorb- pCcb' epSily ck. \ tbny ";%erc 3 1 gob^rers.' 

wr^tef/ , $bat trtrine
f'cri0^ted^°"'' oVbry'ers. UcCtable

sh° 'linSfo ue tbC V
> sornctb'bS^ bave ,„cade°r
\ do we pe%t eyooa

red'A

ervisiog
whose iuw — - 
motorbike with S«^ 

, tive poses. 
\ cency &“*

a a g°ydnB d\ 
inSC<*nevitatAC\ 

t ad^cr' \

^bTn“^c\ 

thcre?J2-—  \

Sexploitation
__ ___________ ____ ___"^^ruising 03 a 

£-^omchmcs in the past adver whosc idca of life » Sug8^
^^lising was described as the \ motorbike with g lhe ...
iQsaenre „( arrestioR human \ live )X>S«. O( wec of Ad \ ?ov ab
inl3\iRcnce \onR enouRh to Ret \ ““^'“tXioners Council \ c3''St ibf3£an ^ay ' t 

, money from it. The definition still \ vcrhsing i5 put t°8c \ a(fa wsS er d

from3 v,blt . 
wh'c''out1'ia ''r'i 
abobi

i a v% co'- 
^■t W»3 
di£>tb 

° , , tufbt ^Lopi^^a'^oesb',;  ̂
fe^Lo tY'C<^ o 1‘ d^l»d IV I

ficb03 slo'"'' 
i'"'e‘Tcci"cS'1 
i"8 L .cob"1. ‘

areonyo- 1 
OWMeanwb,le.youw^^Or\ 

.they are going iosumme^ 
whether it is sumrn^ 

\ summer salt to mpry. 
\ Well I never.

Raintoo-w m"* he whitem»" \ 
One wrong *'a?uis—isnamin8 \

\'ss=ffh^S.
past w.ceklawhotrv’y«u'dTs\ 

hadevertnou^wackraanwbo^\ 
coloured. Is wWwman wh 1 

\ coloured or tn ■\ named himf be asked^ 
\ Under normal whtte,isn 

isponw ......... >- \ whiteman, Dada sa . bXue;when
!sed of having prob- \ be? when cold.he tu^^ greCn; d \ 
uents. \ envious he tans an when he
Jay The Sunday Times \ cowardVy, be is Y bctansandtur^ 
.asioryaboutaperson^ hoMaysinthesun,^ red.

brown; when 
and if frigl'‘cn<

f “ Hehastraveri

claiming to have^ 
secret cor.cer.--' 
Cola. The Sunr

Nv.ua


Outside it’s Nigeria

Tee off
Inside it’s pure Sheraton

Tht Abu/i Shinton ttotil A lowtn u owned by Ce^Mal Heleli ltd and optntid by Shinton Onaui Uinijvnui Co'ponton it rs ijerft

SO*U

■ ’l t Iijy J
. Tea Time

\ •

Abuja bheraon)
Hol .1. & row KKS

Tie Nmn Choice
Ladi Kwali Way. Maitama, P M B 143. Abuja. F.C T. Nigeria Tel 09-5230225 • 44. Telex 91520 SHERABU NG. Fax 09-5231570

_ TIT Shewuton___
WUDWIP*: HOTtXK I’m WtXORTX ALL



1ENT

ity

ire bestow an appealling lustre, 
rket price per 50kgs bag 
de.
of SOKOTO CEMENT had be6r 

i its numerous applications 
blocks to residential buildings, 
^-scrappers, etc.

I. NIGERIA

No. (060) 234806
■io TEL COM)

makes it resistant to chemical and cq^ 
y and marine construction.
ievable in concrete structure by any


