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Nigeria
Barely a few months old in office as 

the governor of Lagos State Colonel 
Raji Rasaki has already cut the image of 
a tough guv. owing to some radical mea­
sures he has taken so far. His commis­
sioners seem to be following his foot 
steps. But the battle-line now seems 
drawn between the state NUT and one 
of the commissioners — an issue that 
may be a real test of the governments’ 
labour crisis management.

Economy
* The First Bank, Nigeria Limited, 
I has been wading through a pool of law 

suits over differentials in exchange 
Jl rates for letters of credit As it wins 

one it loses the other. But the fight is 
far from being over.

MH HE Olympic Ganics come
■ around every four years; as
■ it is. every* leap year 

world celebration time, when 
humanity issues forth from va­
rious fortes round the globe in an 
especial liveliness.

The joy often is in participat­
ing and sharing through competi­
tive sports, a common heritage 
that marks us out from other 
beings in the sprawling garden of 
crcation.Race is irrelevant . Creed 
is obscured. Tongues are multi­
ple but they all in a familiar 
rhythm speak the same language 
of love and friendship in a sudden

I burst.
Yes. there is joy in participat­

ing but the more cherished thing 
is the glory of winning. By an 
interesting pattern, a correlation 
seems to invariably exist between 
economic and political clout of 
nations and their track records.

Available statistics indicate 
that the two super powers will 
also be super attractions for med­
als at Seoul. If it’s just a coinci­
dence, the fact must nevertheless 
inspire in poorer nations, a sup­
reme urge to prove that the 
games are for couals.

This Cover Choice talks a 
great deal about what to expect.

bird’s eye view of :

Street kids
Is it abuse or parental neglect that 

Irivc them-’ Could it be the search for 
of livelihood or the love of 

mey that takes them out.’ They aban- 
_ n the home for the streets And-from 
pilfering to big-time armed robbery, 
many Nigerian kids are getting into he 
vortex of crime.

But it is also al . y 
the beautiful city of Seoul and a 
panoramic insight into Korean 
culture and politics.

Everybody is going for gold 
but there cannot be enough of 
the precious metal to go round. 
Even so, here is a great dedica­
tion!
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Just as we recegr.^c the reed to ex­
pose some tr.ijyroprute dealings 
among cur society's top echelons, the 
inadequacy of preoccupying our minds 
with a matter as kttle as (ordinary' I 
ramblings between two harness mag­
nates must equaSy be recognised. No 
matter what the c-c’ittcr. now is. 
Abtola and Yar'Adsa have been long 
time fner.ds who share thar thoughts, 
feelings and aspiranc^s together. So 
whatever might be the source of their 
recent ansundentxadmg. »e shall not 
give cur time discussing it to the detri­
ment of other pressing problems

In these days of escalating cost of 
things, let s think of be* to end SAP. 
stop graduate ■-nemplrymcr.’. restore 
the purchasing power of the naira and 
how to usher in a viable. stable third 
republic
SEAJ
Nsutta A-A-o-a Stre

they served in various capacities. K - 
they came about these millions they are 
fighting about? For. I know that Tukur 
and Dokpesi were aval servants with the 
Nigeria Ports Authority before their 
three months stmt in Gongola Govern­
ment House in 19SS. and Y ar' Adua our 
former Chief of Staff Supreme Head­
quarters during Obasanjo s regime 
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There's more to your cover story. 
Yar'Adua Vs Abiola (August 22) Can 
these people please tell Nigerians whom $quabbles in the cooler 
they served in various capacities, how

Haba’ Wbv should a mother dn 
appoint het children '-And of course, it 
is truly believed that women ate our 
mothers, wives as well as sisters But 
women have spent at least two weeks at 
Abuta without electing then president? 
Is this progressive or retrogressive. 
Nigeria's First l-adv was quoted as 
saying ‘TEACI- and INITY ot tbn 
nation should rest tn vour hands.

Another quote "hat a man
does, a woman better . but not

■| r pic n Bendel '
least, a tine touch of journalism It was 
frank and crafty I am least surprised 
because when it comes to Bendel, it is 
always a perfect finish

Godwin Barry lyamu 
Ibadan Oyo Slate

Bendel: Gods own state? 
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I quite agree with Andy that every 
gosemment. civilian or military. "ewet 
certain irreducible responsibilities to 
the people". But unfortunately what we 
have known as "governments’ in this 
country are usually a group of self- 
seeking opportunists u ho. once they ac­
quire state power—by whatever means 
— automatically become "gods", all 
knowing and all powerful.

They become the respository of wis- 
_______ dom while the rest of us become dum- 
y&rGuaxAs mies who they can kick around. Isn't it 

high time Nigerians called the bluff of
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.it went further to butress 
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From the "" 
to the expel 
and stories.

It Anything, 
the slogan' Up 
Osaro Odemwaigiu 
Oshodi, Lagoa

Change of guards

It is disheartening that Akwa Ibom s 
Inst and second governors are non- 
natives of the stale i August I) Is there 
no qualified ' Akwan" to run the new 
state in the entire armed forces?

Regarding former Governor Ogbe- I 
ha s intention to obtain a loan from 
l-IC. the idea should be dropped 
Akwa Ibom is endowed with abundant 
crude oil and other natural resources 
1 he new governor should use the 
money from the sale ol these natural 
resources to pros ide the infrastructures

Giving the people houses, palm in­
dustries. water ami good toad alone is 
not enough to industrialize and attract 
investors to the state Stability of elec­
tricity supply must be guaranteed and 
••olid communications network be put in 
place whcie one could dial from Uyo to 
any part ol (he world
Ok on Eyo Akpathm 
Austin, Tnxas. USA

•eport of inquiry was 
already seated as 
■s. The National 

. NEC. wassub- 
ome of the un- 

t Sam. with 
soon got in 
•hich. as it 
laved the 
ri* was not 
\Vt even* 

antes

sed

A</</rcu Leiters to the Editor, typewrit 
ten double space. s\ tth writer's, name, 
address and, il available telephone num­
ber. to The African Guardian, Rutam 
House. P.M.II. 1217, Oshodi, Imros 
Nigeria. I.etiers subject to editing ,

Rev. Jackson: A dream 
unstuck

lung Dares article (August I) was 
,'ducative especially to students of 

Contemporary American politics. Jesse 
Jackson may be "Unelectable” at the 
moment but in the future there may be a 
Black President in the White House, 
taking cognisance of the political 
awarencess created by Rev. Jackson 
among the Blacks in the American body 
politic

Rev Jackson is very charismatic but 
lacks the requisite resume of the exalted 
office of the President of the USA and 
furthermore, lhe White House is not a 
training base for politicians It is for 
tested and experienced politicians.
Alvinstunley Ozuzu 
New Jersey. USA

■ T now seems that c I ■
I of the country w? 
revealing statem' I ■
Augustus Aikhr \ W
be probed after 
civilians arc interests.
Third Republic was wck 
° S<Hc is however, of the opi. 

of impropriety on the part of miliu. 
administration are more involved in . 
succeed than in amassing personal wealu. 
normally unaudited security votes, no gov«, 
proper documentation to the federal governme. \

And the Chief of General Staff, however, had _ 
“newbreed" politicians. If they could not perform v. 
project themselves without being under the umbrella of ba. 
advised they should leave the stage. Using he example of th. 
Admiral Aikhomu said the present administration, though quite . 
retired generals, was not being teleguidcd by past military' administr*. 
wondered why the newbreed would not follow this example: “What w 
saying with the ban is that we do not believe that without some category k 
Nigerians, who have had their chance in the past, we can’t move forward.” This 
apparently is another myth the Chief of General Staff was out to shatter.

This was not the only revealing insight the Chief of General Staff made on 
Friday. Shedding light on the contingency plans of government against the 
fluctuating crude oil prices. Vice Admiral Aikhomu said that this year’s budget 
was worked out with three premises borne in mind: the assumption of earning s 
from crude oil at $16 per bare!; of earnings at $15 per barrel and on the yardstick 
of earnings at $13 per barrel. For now, the country has been operating on the 
scenario of $16 per barrel of crude and he adds: "If we are forced to change to 
another scenario, it would be that of $15 or $13 per barrel of crude oil.”
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Sndy Skporugo

The crisis yet to come
i

amEZ

from accoi 
"privileged 

's-.; kpjhn.

at AVOP 
: idea of a

i into a 
contex- 
clearly

and Balarabc 
impeached 

. in terms of

mccrn for his council's 
.* man is said to be such 

‘patriot’ he 
le be frigid 

the young Colonel, whose 
ncstcad is somewhere south of the 
i River.

o a transition pr<
:ly contrived the vi 
non-party basis.

towards constitu-

any genuine cor 
autonomy. The 
rabid Northern Anambra *r 
would on that basis alone I 
with the young Colonel, 
horn ‘ 
<),i

But. there has been something else 
to the bitterness Dr Orji left as 
Chairman ot the Anambra Vegetable 
Oil Products (AVOP) late last year to 
contest the Local election /Apparent­
ly. the former Governor. Air Com­
modore Omeruah had not been exact­
ly pleased with everything ;i 
and he did in fact moot the 
probe which was not to be before he 
was re-assigned Colonel Akonobi's 
attention was.of course, drawn to his 
predecessor's ill-fated intention Well, 
he had a choice to let it lie, but prefer­
red. and I am told, innocently, to see if 
indeed there were any cans of worms

the possibilities that exist for the 
underdog to be quite expediently cast 
aside.

Perhaps, we are dealing with an 
especially difficult character. It is easy 
to piece together from accounts in 
newspapers and "privileged hear­
says” that Sam Orji, brilliant and 
effervescent. may in few instances be 
overly obtrusive.

In the specific case of relations with 
Governor Akonobi. it is suspected 
that Sam may have acted more from a 
pre-disposition informed by parochial 
power calculations of a hackneyed 
North-South dichotomy, than from

“In the specific case of relations with 
Governor Akonobi, it is suspected that 
Sam may have acted more from a pre­
disposition informed by parochial 
power calculations of a hackneyed 
North-South dichotomy, than from 
any genuine concern for his council’s 
autonomy. The man is said to be such 
rabid Northern Anambra ‘patriot' he 
would on that basis alone be frigid 
with the young Colonel, whose homes­
tead is somewhere south of Oji 
River."

However, a crisis of legitimacy 
(alluded to on this page in our June 13 
1988 Edition) does not yet exist be­
cause the Local Government elections 
of December 12, 1987 were for all 
practical purposes conducted under an 
administrative fiat. The Federal Gov­
ernment drew up a transition prog­
ramme. and merely contrived the elec­
tion held on a non-party basis, as 
part of its process 
tional government.

A real crisis would have ensued if 
the incident occurred (and this is a 
major fear) after 1990, when the con­
stitution would have been in place 
only for States and Local govern­
ments. but not yet for Dodan Bar­
racks. Because then, an order from 
the office of the Chief of General 
Staff, as in this case, to suspend a duly 
elected Local Government Chief, 
would be perceived by the civilised 
world as not only a reprehensible dis­
regard for the sensitivities and rights 
of the electors but also as an uncouth 
assault on the constitution itself.

My; 
repent 
sive nc , F 
tion before this Milit 
lion finally terminates

Fl N the short run. the ’arrogant’ nuc- 
■ lear physicist, who as chairman of 
IJ the Enugu Local Government 
Council was reportedly a flaming tor­
ment to Governor Akonobi, has been 
taught a lesson.

Elsewhere, Ogun State's Governor 
Lawai is smiling about how right he 
always was. concerning the disciplin­
ary powers which slate Chief Execu­
tives must wield over Local Govern­
ment bosses, elected or not. And in 
Cross Rivers, where the Calabar 
Chairman, the fiery Bassey Ekpo Bas­
ses has been litigating on the constitu­
tional rights of Local Governments. 
Navy Captain Ibim Princewill is only 
slightly amused

Dodan Banacks explanation of the 
event was typical; Orji’s removal was 
m the interest of a smooth transition 
process. Erudite political scientist, 
NEC's Chairman Professor Erne Awa 
w ho had quite competently said only a 
week before, that councillors were not 
at the whimsical pleasure of Gov­
ernors was suddenly thrown 
prittlc-prattlc and a stretched i 
mal justification of what clearly- 
amounted to a simple "shut-up" order 
from above.

As usual, national interest has been 
the convenient excuse. But. it always 
was known that democracy has the 
potential tor pilling the serenity of the 
political firmament paradoxically, 
this in-built tendency is the mix ol its 
dynamic wholesome new on which 
ultimately is built a more comprehen­
sive safety profile lor the union. When 
we stultify opposition and criticism, 
we only succeed in achieving farcical 
peace, beneath which there may be a 
raging lire- We could also develop an 
incestuous proclivity which, as food 
tor fascism, is sccuntv ‘s greatest toe

What has happened to Dr. Orji, 
may. therefore, in the long run be 
more injurious to democratic ethos 
and a constitutional psyche envisaged 
in the transition process than is now 
realised. And purely at that essential- 
ist level, there are similarities to be 
drawn between Oiji 
Musa. Second Republic's i 
( iov ernor of Kaduna State.

in the place.
By the time the report of inquiry was 

out. Sam Orji was already seated as 
Enugu Council boss. The National 
Electoral Commission. NEC. was sub­
sequently apprised of some of the un­
comely findings against Sam. with 
whom, reportedly. NEC soon got in 
touch, for clarifications which, as it 
seemed, might not have saved the 
man’s seat, in any case. Yet. it was not 
NEC that had to kick him out even­
tually. and the smokey circumstances 
leading to the suspension tend. now. 
to suggest that we may have witnessed 
unjustifiable strong-arm tactics

argument of June 13. 1988 bears 
ition here. There is no compul- 
leed to ’promulgate' the constitu- 
beforc this Military Administra- 
r:Zes in 1992. In the 

meantime, it is absolutely instructive 
for all concerned with the husbandry 
to adapt their “fins" to the appropri­
ate level of civility and subtlety re­
quired to reinforce faith in the vaunted 
trustworthiness of the march towards 
the Third Republic i



Street kids

moment.

8

-Special ReportI .

Concerned citizens seek a solution to increasing 
number of delinquents

moment. ,
Bola’s experience is only an example 

of a plague in Nigeria today: Children 
committing what is presumably the sin 
of the fathers or elders From pilfcnnf 
through shop lifting and mugging to 
armed robbery, many Nigerian kids 
especially in their early and mid-teem. 
have arrived in the world of crime full-

Many reasons arc often claimed for 
this metamorphosis fluid abuse and 
parental neglect arc cited as factor 
driving many children from home and 
thereby into the mainstream of the lat 
ger society. Some experts also content 
that it is the child’s exposure toplacesd 
high criminal proclivity that ultimate!’ 
lures him from home and ensures hi 

’.ding the ignition key drops it graduation from innocence to crinu 
>ys vanish into the darkness. I nality.

" ‘ A typical setting, it is believed, ar

MHI
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funated Be a but temght, she a too hip­
py to be assayed by ar.yth’g She’s 
about to redme on her sei: while wait­
ing for the green light for go-ahead 
when a shadow fa2s on her

In no time, the car’s door on her ude. 
is opened and a sernmv hand bolds a 

nd m pen-knife against her throat. Aurou, e 
ter 7 ma move o!" (Auntie. don’t more), a 

faint voice tells her. Another pair of 
hands removes her ign.non key. eye- 

, glasses, wristwatch, handbag and the 
trinkets she was wearing All this has 
taken place in less than three minutet. 
The green light comes on and later goes 
off, but since no other vehicle appears 
on the road, nothing seems unusual

Bola takes a look at her assailants and 
is surorised they cannot be more than 16 
or 17 years old. They could even be 
younger, but for the hungry looks on 
their'faces. She is tempted by their 
apparently innocent looks and attempts 
to scream. But the grip that tightens on 
her throat is vice-like and the looks 
deadlier. After hesitating for a while, 
the one holding the ignition key J----
and the boys vamou unv ,
The macabre drama ends in one flashing |

QOLA. 28. is not exactly used to 
Wbeing on the road once it is dark 
This is partly due to her upbringing. A 
well-bred child, her mother always says, 
does not go about in the dark’ More 
importantly , her car. a Honda Prelude, 
is only eight months old and she has 
never thought it safe to drive around - 
the sleek automobile anytime aftc. , 
p m.

Today’s exception however is worth­
while. Her elder sister had been married 
for eight years without a child. It had 
been one miscarriage after the other un­
til nine months ago. when the woman 
got pregnant again. Exen then, the 
family was sceptical. The feeling had 
been: this one too will go the usual way. 
But somehow, it never did.

It is 7.45p m. when a caller tells Bola 
that her sister has been delivered of a 
baby boy She jumps for joy. grabs her 
keys, and dashes into the car As she 
cruises along the road from Lawanson 
to Oju-Elegba. Don Williams’ Till The 
Rivers All Run Dry filters from the car 
stereo. At the Ogunlana Drive Junc­
tion. the traffic light halts the Honda 
Prelude. Ordmarily. this would have in-
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testing the ground. Yet, 
are worth mentioning when it is 

idered that in crime, the advance- 
; can take literally, the speed of

any 
>ng with 
brol

There is Sampson Friday Akpan, a 16 
year-old whose case was handled by the 
Alakara Police Station. Currently at 
Ikcja Juvenile Prisons, Samspon was 
found guilty of stealing clothes and the 
sum of N350 from one Innocpnt Akpan 
of Navy Estate^ Airport Road, Ikeja.

Abiodun Oluwole, 17, began his own 
exploits from home. He once stole his 
grandmother’s radio and cassette play­
er, five wrist watches belonging to mem­
bers of his family and another cassette 
player belonging to his brother. All 
these he sold at give-away prices and 
gambled with the returns. Once he was 
through with this, Abiodun, who lived 
at 20 Oko-Baba Street, Ebute Mettar

criminals still 
they ;
consic___
ment can take
light.

In the oil town of Warn in Bendel 
State, an alarming wave of violent mug­
gings by youngsters has been raging for 
over a year, thus, sending shivers down 
the spines of residents, especially those 
who like to enjoy the town’s night life.

“Tie-neck" is what residents call this 
violent mugging by the young criminals 
and if anything, the deadly tactics they 
employ on their victims cannot be better 
captured.

The crux of it is an element of surprise

1
• Children hswidng wares In the motor paries: A fertile ground for acquiring bad habits

(.IARDIAN SEPTEMBER 19. I9HS

turned the heat on his father and stole 
his N1,260. The bulk of the money went 
the usual way — down the gaming 
machine.

At the age of 12, Michcal Akerele of 
39, Ogcdcngbc Street, Agege, looks as 
innocent as any other kid of his age. But 
he is everything, but innocent. Michael 
is as fleet-fingered as any thief can be. 
Last May, he, along with another boy, 
Tundc Ayodcle broke into Jebacco 
Cinema Hall in Agege and carted away 
almost all the wares belonging to Lami- 
di Adcyanju, a trader of 23, Lawoyin 
Street, Agege. If many residents were 
surprised at the give-away prices at 
which the wares were sold, they were no 
less so by the skill-displayed by the kids 
in breaking into the house under lock 
and key.

In reformatories all over the country, 
there arc many children whose conducts 
arc similar to this. These of course are 
small-time jobs executed by budding

the city bus-stops, and motor parks har­
bouring all forms of shady characters. 
These people in turn serve as the role 
models to the impressionable minds of 
youngsters who may have taken to the 
streets in the first place only to search 
for a means of livelihood. Poor and 
lacking parental care, the child sets out 
to be a bus conductor, a pool-house 
assistant, or hawk some petty wares. 
With this, the initiation process begins. 
The lure of money becomes stronger as 
extravagant tastes for food and clothing 
arc developed and the street, where he 
is exposed to old hands, becomes a 
veritable training ground.

■PROTOTYPICAL of this breed of 
■ juveniles is Bolaji, a teenager who 
recently confessed to his association 
with a car-snatching gang of armed rob­
bers. When he was 10, his father had 
stroke and was paralysed. Feeding be­
came difficult for the family as none of 
the four older children had a job. “Af­
ter a few years," says Bolaji, "my 
friends told me 1 could find one or two 
things to do at the motor park or bus 
stop." And since the family lived on 
Ogunlana Drive, the nearby Lawanson 
Bus-Stop was the natural port of call.

Once there, he got help from his 
friends. He was well-fed from their 
pockets, but at the same time, taught 
how he could be self-reliant. Bolaji 
started by picking pockets at the bus 
stop. In no time, his lust for money 
grew. And to satisfy this lust, he be­
came more daring and ruthless in his 
exploits llic aimless teenager soon 
learnt the use to which he could put a 
pen-knife and ultimately the gun. He 
also had his ambition: to become a gang 
leader .it 2(1 Unfortunately for him, this 
ambition was stalled by an unsuccessful 
car-snatching operation in which he was 
caught ami remanded at Ikoyi Prisons’ 
Awaiting-Trial cells. Before this, he 
had been detained at various times in 
police cells where, he admits, he came 
into contact with more hardened drif­
ters and learnt a lew more tricks.

As he advanced in crime and got more 
toughened by each detention or other 
h. /aids of the trade. Bolaji's laxly suf­
fered. I le lost hr. sturdy handsome phy­
sique. And in plats, of the good-looking 
lad of old is a skeletal liame covered by 
a trusty skin which itself bears various 
scars of niatchet and knife cuts. Bolaji is 
just one in a myriad of cases of kids who 
have pitched tents on the other side of 
the law. And a-, their families grieve 
over their loss to the world of crime, so 
docs the society on the receiving end of 
their terror.

which can be fatal for the unwary. A 
member of the wandering gang of mug­
gers (ever lurking in the dark) rushes at 
the victim from behind and vice-grips 
him on the neck. As he struggles for 
breath, other members of the gang 
would frisk him and relieve him of every 
valuable before disappearing into the 
darkness.

At the peak of this reign of terror, 
nightlife in Warri. an otherwise bul> 
bling town, was almost non-existent. 
Residents scurried into their houses as 
early as 7.00 p.m. while those who were 
bold enough to venture out in the night 
did so with a palpable fear of the gang- 
sters.So slippery were the criminals that 
in most cases, they got away with their 
harvest, eluding even the law enforce­
ment agents. “It is terrible", says Joel 
Edevor, a staff of Delta Steel Complex, 
Aladja who lives at No. 20, Obodo 
Street, Okumagba Layout, “Those kids 
have rammed the fear of the devil him-
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Last April 8. nemesis caught up with a 

gang that attacked Lam Avne. Though 
he was eventually overpowered by the 
gang. Avne had put up a good fight and 
was able to identify one of the young 
lads. As soon as he overcame the dizzy 
spell cast on him by the attack, he made 
for the boy’s home in company of some 
sympathisers. The parents, never aware 
of their child's escapades promptly. 
proclaimed his innocence Their boy. a 
15-y ear-old,(hey claimed had been in all 
day On further pressure, howe 
confessed to the chnrgrin of the 
and named his chohorb Alongs 
sum of 30 naira (his own share 
money stolen from Avne), a wrist 
watch, a gold chain nd a razor-sharp 
knife were recovered from him

allegedly stolen bv the 12 boss were put 
at N56L770.

No sooner was the death sentence 
announced than protests greeted it from 
within Nigeria and abroad. Most of the 
convicted boys were shoe shiners, haw­
kers and bps conductors. And part of 
the argument against their sentence is 
that, according to the evidence given in

Avne with pleadirgs from sym­
pathisers however, never reported the 
incident to the police For as tc cv 
plains- “The matter wi I ret be resohcJ 
on time by the policemen They will 
- mly kv cp on asking us to come back all 
the time And one wc-J j end up k*s. ■■ 
much more to the case ’baa the ongmai

■ -

Interesting and njivr j. th v .ngvment 
sounds \\ •. > .
ing the matter a»av t-cm the la* is' • . ...
more importantly, will evrta -A be de­
tained if cr.e bad netted and nothing 
would be done to bum h the end. be

. . ■ k c. • : ’ :kc 

crime he has cv~ muted And instead of

age-long controversy over how ju 
delinquents should be p-nnbed 
the law

Last June. Mr. J„ :ce Moshood 
Olugbam's Armed Robbery and . oncu%r,(nn 
Firearms Tribunal m Court 13 at . un.h aduh 
Ikeja sentenced 12 young b.-tj death Section 12 says 

f.^nd guilty death shall not or 
of robbing one Alhaja Ijtifatu Odu- c 
sanya and her two sons. A fob mi and ... . ,.
Layiwolaon September 4.1984. in the:; 1Ifnc ty,e offc ncc wascommitl 
home at Ikorodu. Items and money hcu thereof, the court ihnll 

' . offcn{Jcf lo drained asj
governor pleases. A..' 
child or young person 
attempted murder or manslau) 
court may order the offender 
tamed for such a period as may be speci­
fied m the order. Section 16 holds that 
the words conviction' and •sentence 
shall cease to he used in relation to chil-

court, there was not sufficient gn 
toi the boss to be proclaimed guilty 
one ot them. John .Alli, who was a 
house bos to the Odusanya tamilv told 
the court that he was actually taken tea 
-'.otor park where he was forced to 
point at some people as the armed rob­
bers And more importantly. there was 
.i mvstenous abrupt adjournment el the 
o'jrt proceedings w hen one ot the pro­
secution witnesses had started giving 
ev.denee in favour of the convicts. By 
the time proceedings resumed, he was 
sn.K ng a different tune.

Mind -boggling as these mcgulanties 
are. the strongest case against the boys 
com ctK'n how cv er. is the tact that their 
..gc' range from In to IS years, which 
brings them under the protection of the 
Criminal Procedure Law that excludes 
people of their age from death sent­
ences.

Amnesty International the London- 
based human rights body and mdb 
vyduals from far and ncaj have written 
protest letters to the L i^os State gov­
ernor and State Attorney (icnera! to 
commute the boys' sentences II » 
argued that killing the boy* would 
amount to what Jimmy Alara and 
Kwamc Asiedu. counsel to the corn® 
call a travesty of justice and anu* 
necessan spillage of innocent blood 
Aocordtnc to the lawyer-, in their pn> 
tert letter to Ugos State governor, we 
boss would be discharged and acquitttfl 
if they could appeal

.As one of the pivots around w men tnc 
argument for the quashing of the sent­
ence revolves. Section 30of theCnmm- 

. J Code states that a person under the 
teb to be more '*" not “*« £2

knd Ch.ip—6 □ecuou
• .7,. ' 11 of the Young Per-ons Law of Lagos 

1 State defines young persons as those 
' ‘ 14

but under 17 years. It further points out 
that no child shall be ordered to be im- 
prroned while a young person impns- 
oned * hould not be allowed to associate 
... :. . prisoners

- ---- 12 says that ■ sentence ot 
ucai.i -■ ..w. -> pronounced or re-

i offender who nio 
■................ g if 17 year • at the

ittcd’.butm 
I order such

.lined as the military 
And (13) says, if a 

is found guilty of
ughtcr.the 

. . ___ r to be de-
riod as may be spec, 
ection 16 holds th:



O A Child hawking tor a living: Gan society exonerate Itself from the rash of delinquency?
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. capitalises on the child's By Debo Adeslna with reports from Sunny 
Blaghero, Chukwuemeka Onyedlkam, 
Abraham Ogbodo and Humphrey Bekaren 
(In Warrl and Sapolo)

schools, Mr. F.B. Ige, ensures the train­
ing of children in trades they can prac­
tise upon graduation, while the latter 
ensures that kids who were in school 
before conviction continue with their 
studies during the reformatory years.

Extreme cases of defiance by children 
under the age of 18 are however, refer­
red to a Borstal Institution in Kaduna. 
The Borstal Institution which is affili­
ated to the Nigerian Prisons Authority 
administers a more rigid reformatory 
treatment and inmates are given the 
Nigerian Prisons Authority certificate 
upon graduation.

However, the ai

Chief Welfare Officer states, children 
can be categorised into two biological 
extremes: the highly gifted and the 
poorly gifted. Children in the former 
category need a conducive environment 
and good parentage for their potentials 
to be fully harnessed. Once these are 
lacking, the child’s curiosity, he says, 
“lacks proper articulation" and he is 
soon overcome by a sense of adventure 
that leads him to applying his intelli­
gence the wrong way. The other ex­
treme has children with low level of in­
telligence and will-power. They can be 
easily misled. And the race to delin­
quency for children in both categories is 
accelerated once they are exposed to 
poverty and forums for satisfying their 
needs: motor parks, markets, bus­
stops, or night-clubs.

From all indications, 
society is currently breedii a 
quents in large numbers. Statistics from 
the Lagos State Ministry of Social Wel­
fare shows a yearly increase in the num­
ber of children involved in crime. From 
315 in 1985, it increased to 366 the fol­
lowing year and 455 in 1987. Yet, these 
figures are merely illustrative rather 
than comprehensive. For many cases of 
violence unleashed by these kids are 
often unreported. Even with these sta­
tistics. when tnair ruthlessness and the 
fact that their victims do get maimed 
even killed arc considered, it is not < 
actly a false alarm to shout: Take Cov< 
The Terror Kids Arc Coming!

ARDIAN SEPTEMBER

However, the argument also abounds 
that some of the kids arc equally deadly, 
if not more than the adults in crime and 
should pay commensurate price for 
their exploits. This school of thought 
has the dictum: If a kid is smart enough 
to handle the gun or any weapon and 
use it to serve his purpose.lct him die by 
it. /\nd this same school of thought 
often refers to the fact that after the 
so-called reformatory process, some of 
the young inmates do return to the soci­
ety unreformed, if not more hardened.

Divided as opinions arc on how young 
criminals should be dealt with, there is 
also the problem of inadequacy of facili­
ties for child reformation. For example, 
the only teacher in the Sapele Remand 
Home was transferred from the place 
two months ago. 'T'u ' J — —’ 
disruption of wh;
or reformation the kids i 
bibed More importantly 
that the society capitalises 
impressionable mind and produces its 

I juvenile delinquent.
As Mr. I.O. Okulaja, Lagos State .r

dren and young persons dealt with in 
mile court.
O buttress these points, a lawyer 
> spoke to The African Guardian 
died the discharge and acquittal of 

an 11-year-old boy who in 1984 alleged­
ly killed a teenager — Lawrence 
Ovighabor. Justice .1 W Ohiwerie of a 
Benin High Coin! set him lice in 1986 
by virtue of the above stated section 30 
of the criminal code

Mrs. Margaret Amedirovi. a Superin­
tendent of Police and the officer-in- 
charge of the Juvenile Welfare Centre 
of the Nigerian Police at Alakara Police 
Station, lends weight to this legal view 
by emphasising the need to differentiate 
between crimes committed by adults 
and children. Says she- "Offences com­
mitted by children beyond parental con­
trol and those in need of care or protec­
tion should be differentiated from the 
criminal cases of adults."

She further classified people accord­
ing to their age to determine where each 
group should belong. One to seven 
year-olds are infants,seven to 14-year- 
olds are known as children, 14to 17are 
juveniles, while 18 to 20-years-old are 
young persons. Any person above 20 is 
an adult.

The 12 kids now on death row are 
certainly young persons for whom the 
clamour for mercy is further streng­
thened by the irregularities in their trial. 
Indeed, it has been speculated that the 
sentences may be commuted, especially 
because even lawyers in the Lagos State 
Ministry of Justice arc reported to have 
pointed out that "the whole trial was full 
of procedural irregularities and overt bi­
as against the convicts."

But Eniola Fadayomi, the State 
Attorney General would rather the 
matter, over which the State Governor 
has the final say, be left alone for now. 
As many young defiants perfect their 
criminal acts to deadly proportions, 
however, the law which emphasises re­
formation as opposed to punishment 
has come under the searchlight.

Not a tew people still believe that 
whatever the case, the reformatory pro­
cess should be the most important way 
of dealing with kids inctime. According 
to the reformatory programme, when a 
child is convicted, the lust thing the 
principal of the reformatory school docs 
is to study the post-tn.il report The sub­
sequent rehabilitation is then planned 
with emphasis on the child's character 
and personality growth contained in the 
report. There are two levels of the re­
habilitation scheme: occupational and 
educational — for inmates. The former, 
according to a principal of one of the
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Candies without sugar
Airfares increase sparks off snickers smiles and frowns
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seemed they would not mind if tickets 
for international routes were to be paid 
for in hard currency.

While these arguments were being 
considered by government, it did 
appearthat in a bid to stem rising oper­
ational costs, airlines have begun to play 
hard to get and would rather pick last 
minute passengers with hard currency 
tickets than talk business vC'ith confirmed 
naira ticket holders. KenSaro Wiwa, 
producer of the television comedy, 
Basi and Company, recounted how he 
lost his seat on a Swiss Air flight because 
he purchased his ticket in naira.

Reacting to the allegation, the Gener­
al Managr of the Swiss Air, Peter 
Morizzo, said the issue of stranded pas­
sengers was a delicate one, and unless 
one understood the details, there were 
likely to be bitter feelings. He held that 
it was against his airline's principles to 
“dump’’ anybody because his ticket was 
paid for in naira.

That, however, hardly applies to all 
airlines. On Thursday last week, a pas­
senger who had been on the waiting list 
for four days stood horrified as another 
intending passenger moved to the coun­
ter of British Airways and flashed an

American Express gold credit card. He 
instantly got a ticket and a boarding 
pass. In a similar fashion, an intending 
traveller who was turned back from 
another foreign airline counter when he 
presented a naira ticket from his pocket, 
received a smile for his troubles when he 
returned two days later with a ticket 
paid for in pounds sterling. With the 
new craze for hard currency, a new class 
code named the J-class, has emerged for 
dollar-flashing passengers.

In the bedlam that follows each 
announcement of the arrival of an air­
craft,boarding passes have become a 
highly priced commodity and more often 
than not, crisp notes exchange hands. 
An aggrieved passenger who says he has 
been constantly disappointed on three 
occasions by Nigeria Airways, accuses 
airline officials of colluding with touts to 
relieve stranded passengers of their 
monies. He says for the economy class, 
the demand is as high as N300 while 
N500 will guarantee a seat on the busi­
ness class.

While overcrowding is believed to 
have sprung from the devalued naira 
which makes Nigeria the cheapest take­
off point in the world observers suspect 
that airlines deliberately reschedule 
their flights and send smaller aircraft to 
Nigeria because the route is not lucra­
tive. Foreign airlines insist that speci­
fication for the kind of plane and the 
number of flights, are dictated by the 
national carrier.

With the traffic situation getting 
almost out of control, doubts are being 
raised as to whether the proposed in­
crease would solve the problem. Said 
Oye Onabanjo, sales manager of Sabe- 
na Airlines: ‘‘This is not an increase, it is 
only an adjustment." For KLM Finan­
cial Controller, William Molenaar: “All 
we are asking is the same thing in fares 
as we do for landing fees — pay the 
dollar equivalent in naira”. Only Niger­
ia Airways sounded a different note. 
According to its Deputy Public Rela­
tions Manager. Mr Bisi Toba, "We are 

.aware that passengers are already over 
taxed. All we are asking is a relief in fuel 
prices.”

In the aviation world, however, 
there arc worries whether in the long 
run the proposed 40 per cent increase 
will ultimately solve the problems. Ex­
pressing some fears, a top official of a 
foreign airline says "For us. any in­
crease is welcomed. But whether it 
solves the problem or not, is a different 
story.

■9 AREI.Y 11 months after the fares 
KSlswung up I(XI per cent on the 
domestic routes and 20 per cent on the 
international. there are strong indica 
tions that air fares for international 
routes will again take a leap by between 
40 to 60 per cent. The new proposal has 
triggered off a chain reaction while rais­
ing doubts as to whether it would solve 
aviation problems afterall.

Three weeks ago, when members of 
the Board of Airline Representative 
(BAR) called on the Aviation Minister, 
Air Marshall Anthony Okpere to inti­
mate him with desire to increase 
tares b\ I (Ml per cent, a wary minister 
had warned of a snowball effect which 
would result in the airline industry 
being priced out of the market.

The minister’s reply was only a balm 
on a festering sore. The airlines argu­
ment for increase was against the 400 
per cent hike in aviation fuel. They 
maintain also that they were in the same 
free market as other international car­
riers and had to buy spares and carry out 
maintenance in dollars and added that 
even where they did not have to pay 
their parking fee in hard currency, they 
still had to pay its equivalent in naira. It
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Alledged assault on their chairman puts Lagos teachers 
on the war path
^^OL. Raji Alagbe Rasaki. easily 
W^reputed as a toughie. may soon face 
his first test in labour crisis management 
as the eighth gosemor of Lagos state 
and this is because the 36,000 strong 
members of the state w ing of the Nigeria 
Union of Teachers (NUT), are reviving 
for a stake action. The teachers are not 
rising against the proverbial non­
payment of salaries. Rather, they will 
be staging a walk-out of the classrooms 
in protest against alleged assault on 
their chairman. Mr. Adeiano Ibrahim 
Modupe Akinsanya, by the Education 
Commissioner. Professor Ajato Gan- 
donu.

It was 9.00a.m., August 2b. Hun­
dreds of secondary school teachers w ere 
assembled at St. Gregory College. 
Lagos for their pay. According to a 
directive from Rasaki, teachers will be 
paid at public places beginning from last 
month. Dubbed ’pay-at-sight" system, 
the rationale was to identify fictitious 
teachers and beyond this, to stem the 
high teachers salary bill, which stands at 
N19 million monthly.

Akinsany a’s account of the encounter 
between him and Gandonu. is symbolic 
of a street fray. “Gandonu slapped me 
twice" claimed Akinsanya. The NUT 
boss said Gandonu arrived St. Greg­
ory's College, pay point 14, (the point 
where teachers from King Ado High 
School were to be paid), minutes after 
the teachers queued up to receive their 
pay. Then, the following dialogue en­
sued:

Gandonu: Who is the pnncipal of this 
school?

Akinsanya: I am here. sir.
Gandonu: What are you doir.j 
Akinsany a. I am here as the pi 

of King Ado High School
Gandonu: Don't you know that you 

have been transferred?
Akinsanya: But sir. 

given me any letter of ti_____
Gandonu: Am 1 supposed to give you 

the letter?
According to Akinsanya, the com­

missioner then “gripped my hands and 
slapped me twice on the cheek."

For one thing, the commissioner 
agreed that he was at St. Gregory's Col­
lege, August 26 to inform teachers from 
King Ado High School and Methodist 
Boys High School, Lagos, that they will

b; t vc.u. and the state 
government xunk N-’ million into build­
ing another school . i a vngin land.

Asked Gandonu attci the fire inci­
dent. do you expect me to ictain him tn 
the Kime school .' '

For two years tunning, the reb- 
not get their pay that dax. because the , tionship between < >andonu and Lagos 
officer who was supposed to sign then > teachers had been to s.,x the least, cold, 
cheques w as aw ay to London for medic- | The teachers have repeatedly accused 

him of muddling the state's education 
system: for stalling their promotion and 
for usurping the functions of the School 
Management Board (SMB)

The Executive council of the NUT 
met August 31 to deliberate on the slap­
ping saga, and in a protest letter sent to 
Rasaki. the teachers asked him to “take 
immediate action on this never-heard

Akinsanya among tl 
King Ado High Sc! 
from the ministn' ' 
stripping Akinsai 
the school and 
bans College 
principal. Akir 
posting was released when he w. , 
attending a meeting of the World Con- i 
federation of Teaching Profession, in 
Melbourne Australia. Last Fnday. Akin­
sanya said the letter was yet to come He 
was yet to get his August pay. though 
the other teachers have been paid.

Akinsanya's transfer and demotion 
appears punitive. Ado High School was

of-inndent " Though Sunny Odunwo. 
,. ccjei ry n : govc mor said v 
was yet to be officially informed aboul.

' ' ' ' ’ / 

to be highly pi pied on he tring about the
■•’ivc brawl, .'nd ha' asked Gando­

nu for an explanation
For now, the teachers think the only 

opt.an left for the government is to re­
move Gandonu But the commissioner 
seems unperturbed If I am removed," 
he said, “I have nothing to lose, rather, 
the society loses

viteque.__
al treatment, and w j$ expected m Lage's 
in the evening of the pax day

Again, the commissjooer admitted 
that he questioned Akmsasya whx he 
was at the point where King Ado High 
School teachers queued up for their 
pay ButbcL'.c- ----- - W- — 
did I become a pugilist' " be queried.

If Gandonu had been irked at seeing
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• Okobo- Frightening experience

• Aikhomu It has not been brought to our 
knowledoo"

place where Okolie schooled between 
1975 and 1976 and had not returned to 
ever since. He said he wondered why a 
crime he was accused of having commit­
ted as far back as 1986 was just being 
investigated now. Whereupon, he was 
told to explain his whereabouts betwee" 
January and November. 1986. Accor 
ing to Okolic. when he reminded the 
SSS men that he was at the Nigeria Insti­
tute of Policy and Strategic Studies, 
Kuru. Jos. an institute whose alter 
ancc requires clearance from the SSS at 
the material time, they then apologised, 
saying it was a case of mistaken identity. 
The “Chief Chris Okolie” they were 
looking for, the security men said, was 
still in Sweden.

igustus Aikho- 
answer, when

i press dia- 
, laid he: “It 

j our knowledge 
:nts happened to you. If 
iroblem with any other 
. your problem with the 
>t the government. It is 

people are attacked in Nigeria 
pie can also readily attribute 
tion attempts to Government, 
rinistration has-no case with

■■OR those with an eye I 
Li sons, Chief Chri 
Abrochukwu Okolic, 
and publisher of Ncwhn 
Dele Giwa, founding © 
and chief executive of 
have cut the distinct similarity of two 
peas in a pod I 'ntil he died on October 
lq. 1986. the debonair Giwa. like Oko­
lie. often turned out in impeccably well­
cut suits. More than this, the two 
middle-aged men had a fiery passion for 
journalism, a profession whose pinnacle 
they attained quite early in life, and 
were generously endowed with guts to 
publish and be damned.

l or Chief Okolie. however, outward 
and professional similarities may not be 
enough I le fears that he may end up the 
way Giwa did., through assassination 
by parcel-bomb or such similar contri­
vance At a news conference to alert the 
public on Wednesday. Chris Okolie 
based his premonition on encounters, 
he said, he had had with security offi­
cials. as well as threats and assaults, he 
and his editor had received from un­
known persons 'I he normally ebullient 
Okolie who looked dour and discon­
certed at the conference told the 30 odd 
journalists, huddled in the tiny news­
room of the Xewhrccd at its Surulere 
office Lagos, that when he resuscitated 
the magazine which was banned in 1978. 
barelv three months ago. he was not 
even allowed the benefit of a "honey­
moon with the administration" before 
security hawks moved in.

In an articulate but lar from his accus­
tomed vibrant voice. Chief Okolic said 
he started to receive subtle threats from 
(fetober last sear when he began to pub­
lish the editorial policy of the magazine. 
But it was not until November 2. 1987 
that he physically came across officials 
of the State Security Service (SSS) On 
that occasion, he said he was whisked 
oil by the seciiritymcn from the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airpoii. Ike- 
ia like a common < iimmal," to the SSS 
headquarter on Awolowo Road, Ikoyi, 
I .apo., and dispossessed of his passport .

When he came back to the SSS head­
quarters tlu follow mg day as instructed, 
and requested to 1 now his crimes, he 
said he was informed by the security 
agents that he had been involved in gun 
runnig between Nigeria and Geneva, a

Dissatisfied with this explanation. 
Chief Okolie on December 21, 1987 
wrote to President Ibrahim Babangida 
protesting the violation of his “freedom 
of movement and human dignity.” 
More than this, he expressed alarm that 
"a story was concocted which was simi­
lar to the allegation made against Dele 
Giwa.” It is partly on the basis of this 
allegation of gun running that Okolie 
draws the fatal allusion to Dele Giwa.

Even so, he was to meet more harass­
ments and assaults, not necessarily from 
sccruity officials, but from unknown 

c®n persons. The most visible attempt on is 
life according to him, occured on Au- 

1..2 gUSt 15 this year. In order to meet pro- 
."** duction deadline, Chief Okolic said he 

l*ej’ was returning to the office around mid- 
. night on this particular day when he 

suspected that the car behind was tailing 
him. When he accelerated, the car did 
same. Not only that, the car kept 
flashing its lights, apparently signalling 
Okolie to stop. With this development, 
he increased his speed terribly, with the 
car behind doing same. For Okolie, it 
became a chase. Luckily, however, he 
ran into a police check point by the 
National Stadium, Surulere where he 
stopped to inform the policemen that 
the uncoming car had been chasing him. 
The driver of the car, halted by the 
police and, confronted with Okolie’s 
allegation, flew into a rage, pounding 
away at Okolie’s chest. He was said to 
have boasted that he was a naval officer, 
and his car marked LA1018KH was said 
to have actually carried a naval 
emblem.

He was reported to have asked Oko­
lie in Yoruba: “Why write what you 
write. We don’t want this government 
to fail.” Thereafter, he arranged for 
Okolie to meet with a senior naval offic­
er at the Federal Palace Hotel in Victor­
ia Island, Lagos on August 20 to discuss 
the matter.

To all this, the Chief of General Staff 
(CGS), Vice Admiral Au{ 
mu has an unambiguous < 
Okolie raised the issue at a 
logue with him on Friday. S: 
has not been brought to 1 
that these incidents happ 
you have any pr 
Nigerian, that is 
Nigerian and not 
true that p ’ 
and peopl 
assassinati 
This admi 
you."

By Godwin Agbroko
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Okpere wields the 
cudgel

BY the time the Sole Admi­
nistrator of the Nigerian

deduct two weeks { 
the salaries of over

me 
ne;

1

to offer J uni at 
one day v. 

aduna.

at piavci during
official visit to

which was 
hf'iir torren- 

. • v property 
. of naira.

of the day. t,... - , 
eluding .1 nursing mother and 
her ') month old baby were 
reportedly killed 

The flood 
ignited by <i list 
ti.il rain, swept 
worth thousand

In the last two months, ab-
Fin the same area. June 3. by heavy rainfalls with 
when he went to the mosque accompanying severe rums

the problem of poaching 
among unions."

Ogunkoya became the Sole 
Administrator of the NLC af­
ter the botched February 
convention of the Congress in 
Benin City, and its subse-

State.
peo-

and destroying 
several mil-

THE celebrations marking 
the Nigerian Airports Au­
thority’s (NAA) tenth y ear in 
business was lacklustre. 
Aviation Minister Air Vice 
Marshal Anthony Okpere. is 
no doubt aware of this, and 
showed his displeasure, 
through the authority's man­
aging director. Air Commod­
ore Ndako Ad am a. who last 
week ordered the accounts 
department of the NAA to 

pay from 
r 50 NAA

Mob attack on 
governor

KADUNA State 
-------. Cc’onel 
. ._±UT n a man 

, ____ ______n_____ abrat details to the extent of
technical committee would wonywg about the polish on 
soon be set up to prune the ~
apparently unwieldy 42 in­
dustrial unions.

However, labour leaden 
have reacted to the imminent 

tors. restructuring of the NLC with 
and mixed feelings. Mr. Moses 
- Olabode, general secretary .

National Association of 
Nurses and Midwives, said of 

ie proposed remodelling of 
the NLC: "It is not for union 
presidents and general secre­
taries to write off the auton­
omy of their unions. The re­
levant organs of the unions 
will have to be consulted on %no 
the government's proposal ^arCi 

A thumb up for the prop- /^ai 
osed pruning of the mem­
bership of the NLC came 
from Mr. Abdulkadir Salam 
of the National Union of Loc­
al Government Employees 

the proposed new
NAA chiefs invited for the bok of.’he NLC “will solve 
seminar.
Load shedding
at NLC

has been a period of 
4rophy 1 irstlv the col- 
? of the million 
luda Dam in K moStale.

■

of the city. which resulted in 
the dcstructii n of IS houses, 
killing of 33 persons and 
rendering over 16,(MK) Pjr- 

the flood dis i' tc' which ras-

Labour Congress ('"***.
Mr Michael Ogunkosa. 
bows out in December, the 
number of industrial unions 
affiliated to the NLC would 
have been reduced from 42 to

| 15 Ogunkoya told a meeting enter, 
of labour leaden last Thun- Muktt 
day that a nine-man tripartite

• Okpere Disappointed 

chiefs, including, director 
controllers, managers a»u 
department heads. Two 
heads of the anniversary 
committee which had nine 
solid months to put together 
an impressive package will 
forfeit a month's pay.

Okpere's anger was 
sparked off bv the poor turn 
out of NAA chiefs during the 
anniversary seminar held on 
August 25 at the Nigerian In­
stitute for International 
Affairs (NIIA) L agos. When 
Okpere arrived at the semi­
nar venue 9 00 a m., as sche­
duled, he was chagrined to 
leet fewer than 20 of the 
early 500 dignitaries and

degri

As they approached aged the garden city of Port 
KMque. some stick- Harcourt. Rivers S’"’" 
:g youngsters began rendering thousands of 
’ sticks stones and pic homelc' 

-------------- property worth 
lions of naira

Again last week, flood 
.-king ; t the doors 

t Wc-t African 
J.in md .<! the end 

three persons m-

Sharia Shakes 
Assembly

THE question of whether 
the controversial Sharia law 
should lx? retained in the 
draft constitution, nearly tore 
the Constituent Assembly 
State Judicature Committee 
into shreds last week as mem­
bers w ere divided into tw o re- 

, nips on the issue.
While moslcms advocated 

*’ the retention of Sharia laws 
[L Christians swore to forestall 

’ an\ attempt to accommodate 
Islamic code in the draft 

constitution.
After hours of heated-

man. Mr ' '
Kalgo ruled that the matter 
be referred to the committee 

Gov- of the whole house.
Abdulahi
• bo cares Harvest of 

disaster
ha shoes On Thursday . 
mcrr.mg las: week, there was 
no time for such fastidious- . ‘ 
r.ess as he and his cons ox be-, Bar.'.i 
came targets of stone missile ar(j t| 
throwing youths.

The governor and his en­
tourage were on the:r way to 
the andent tew-n cf Zana ’o 
assess the degree of damage 
to crops and property by 
flood /_ Z-j _rr. 
the masque, some stick- 
wedding youngsters began 
hauling sticks stones and 
broken bottles at him amidst 
shouts of barowo, barawn.

irawo and ba muawnku, 
v..ausa for 'thief we don't 
want you)” of the I;

During the tour, another at*. <4 P 
mishap which almost marred 
proceedings was the dove 
shave the government house 
chief protocol officer, Alhaji 
Muhammed Shaibu. had with 
death as he narrowly missed 
falling headlong from a mov­
ing vehicle.

President Ibrahim Baban- 
gida was stoned and booed out 10 *t; n 
in the same area. June 3. by heavy

• Ogimkoya. Industrial irtora to j an-
be merged 9Qgr Mjetr ‘ lhc

(NLC). queer dissolution.
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Dukakis mounts new campaign to stop dwindling fortunes
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d tte 
crim- 
the
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Running scared 

tial candidate. They 
ly (given Dukakis' rc 
fore his nomination 
post-convention k.. 
irreversible, that 
"wimp” character wt 
do nothing about, and t!

entire Democratic response to the scan­
dal that a Bush campaign that had rc 
effective rival on the issue easily man­
aged to turn it into an advantage; by 
simply selling it as a snare laid by 
Washington people (the pressl to ham

• Dutatas 5* b-1 cstm 3C- 
a young man (vice pres der.r

Dan Quaylci that <
nme whatsoev er in tcJ*. * 
re \ ictnam draft and .•

his mind for a P/«v boy r- .
fighting the Quayle sc...... B . * 
able to dispel a great d • -.i ‘ .
pression that he is a ueak r- * Hr.

out of it looking really gutsy and 
able to divert attention from the earlier
negative impression that he is a shadow „ ( (Z| ( u „
of President Reagan AdifOrint-n'i’i;-

It is clear that the Demcxrats senou - j l.ibrilin;- It r belies-

scandal would shatter his campaign. . .
I nfortunately lot them, the invent 

of all this is what escntualh happened 
Bush has shown himself to 
be quite good tn understanding and us­
ing svmboK. nuances and emotions that 
caMls find a resonant choul in the minds 
of ordinals voters In tact, in running! . ■ • ■ • xallydcvein
lawscriv arguments jw! references to 
I fe os iti list cj I data (the very

>. m ’ ■ of the Dukakis
campaign),he may have been com-

A LL was ready. Democratic pres- 
AAidentia! candidate Michael Duka­
kis. was set to hit the read again with a 
better look and a tougher message, as 
an attempt to regain the initiative lost to 
George Bush tn weeks of sencus muds­
linging from the Republican candidate. 
But. as he kicked off the big comeback, 
move last week in Philadelphia, it be­
came clear that his entire campaign is in 
a bind

His opening gambit even ran into un­
expected trouble. A major speech at an 
engagement in the city, meant to show 
him on prime time television, hacking 
away at Reagan s economic policies, 
was virtually blanked out by heckling 
right-to-life demonstrators, protesting 
his support for legal abortions. Bv 
week end. it was clear that the come­
back bid did not touch off 
the expected momentum. And the Re­
publican candidate, at any rate, con- 
tw.ued to outchmb him in poll ratings.

Time is definitely against the Dukakis 
campaign Bush has managed, in these 
past weeks. to not only maintain his lead 
m national polls, but to also surge ahead 
in most of the state polls. It was even 
found, a fortnight ago, that he is neck 
and neck with the Democratic 
candidate in his (that is. Dukakis ) state 
of Massachusetts.

It is believed that the Democrats 
wasted valuable time on account of re­
fraining from serious campaign, from 
the end of their convention in Atlanta in 
July until quite recently. Dukakis, at 
one point, even went on recess, spend­
ing a whole 20 days in his state presum­
ably to attend to the business of gov­
erning. In short, he was out of the news 
for too long.

Bush, on the other hand, has consis­
tently kept m the news — all the way 
from his surprisingly powerful accept­
ance speech in New Orleans. When the 
Quayle scandal broke, the media 
almost completely lost track of w hat was 
happening in the Democratic campaign. 
Besides, the Democrats themselves, on 
advice from the extremely cautious Paul 
Brountas (campaign chairman), took 
the high road of not wanting to be seen 
rejoicing over the political mishap and 
failed completely to take advantage of 
the situation. So naive, indeed, was the

like the candidate with more 
nai warmth and sense of fellow- 

|i in .!;on. Mir been a cam- 
..mh.iri d <>n notions 

. , i the cm-'ttons working.
It ci; 1. > of his attack

I - |) i’‘ • :pp< rung the idea
: < : : flag in primary
' . f. ...!. 1 ilt* ;ph the law pro- 
• ■ ,i ;;'!:■ furore generated
lb. the. -i.' .er . I- had the impact of 
j rr. king Dukakr !■ ok bit unpatriotic

A different strati;- ha- Item that of 
..  . .  • d that to const*-

ly underrated the Rc . tabs ly.isto
•j-i — ju-. - • j judged ii ccuratc- ' v • per »ed neg itivcly by vo- 

relative obscurity be-1 ters Phu* th< Bush people have not lei 
ion i that his pre- and | up on the garni of calling Dukakis a 
lead over Bush was ' liberal t the idea being to imply that he 

the Republican s 1 will support i: vernmint intrusion into 
negative he can ; every aspect of Ide); on suggesting that 

that the Qu; vie - he i- soft on crime and communism;
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1948 contest between late President 
Harry Truman and Republican candi­
date Thomas Dewey. Truman came 
from behind to take it from Dewey that 
year. Likewise, observers are expecting 
this year’s race to go into something like 
a sudden-death shoot-out. It will get 
very dirty, they say.

Burma’s creeping 
gathers steam

Ecjurma’s nearly one-year-long poli- 
L^tical turmoil came to a head last 
Friday with the declaration, by the pro­
testing civilians, of a separate, pro­
visional government in Rangoon. 
Headed by the 81-year-old Prime Minis­
ter U. Nu, who was toppled in 1962 by 
former dictator, Gen. Ne Win, the in­
terim government has announced 
general, multi-party elections for Octo­
ber 9 — just what the protesters have 
been asking for.

This development further compounds 
the problem of Burma's de Facto presi­
dent, Maung Maung, whose barely 
three-week-old regime has been at 
pains to stem the tide of the popular 

1 uprising which swept his two predeces­
sors out of power and has cost well over 
a thousand lives. First was Gen. Ne. 
Win, the nation’s 77-year-old dictator 
for 26 years, who resigned, July 23. af­
ter months of sporadic student-led riots 
against growing poverty seen as the re­
sult of his rigid, socialist policies. Sein 
Win, a British-trained lawyer, who took 
over from Ne Win, also stepped down 
barelv a month after, paving way for the 
present leader, Maung Maung, swom in 
August 19.

Now, the formation of an alternative 
government by the opposition seems to 
have cancelled out the possible out­
come of the proposed emergency par­
liamentary session to meet today. 
(Monday, September 12) to discuss the 
nation’s deepening political crisis. In 
fact, analysts suspect that the move by 
the opposition, as well as the —*1— 
wide industrial action embarkc 
many of the trade unions, 
attempts to pre-empt the 
decision on their demand 
Maung resign and a provisional govern­
ment be set up to supervise democratic 
elections.

As it is, the support of the military 
jars to be the decisive factor in the 

t political stalemate between 
Maung and the opposition 

Although Maung Maung’s gov- 
icnt (being the extension of Gen.

Ne Win’s dictatorial regime) has en­
joyed support of the army top-brass, 
reports towards the weekend were that 
several military forces, on the first sign of 
dissension with the army, were openly 
switching support to the demonstrators.

By Emenike Okorla

and on hinting that he is not patriotic 
enough.

Undoubtedly, the whole mudslinging 
has worked to the extent of making 
the Dukakis campaign appear con­
fused, and in need ol having to fight its 
wav out of a tight corner It is also wide­
ly believed that he now has an image 
problem, precisely on account of the 
various negative labels the Bush people 
put on him ami for reason of mishand­
ling his own campaign.

The new Dukakis campaign is ex­
pected to be more forceful Already, 
former campaign chairman. John Sasso 
— widely acknowledged to be a skilful 
“practitioner of dirty t ' ” u ’ 
as, the new vice chaii 
position, he is expect 
entire campaign.

The Dukakis' issues are also expected 
to become sharper. He will portray 
Bush as the same old George who has 
never been his own man. and who has 
remained part of everything that has 
been wrong with the Reagan presiden­
cy. He will also try to put a lot of dis­
tance between himself and Bush on the 
Question of competence, while doing 
even thing to project a moderate image 
for himself.

A different issue on which the come­
back bid will be based is the question of 
whether or not Americans actually en­
joyed economic justice under Reagan. 
Dukakis' last week's campaign in New 
Jcsscy, to mark the official opening of 
this year's presidential race last Tues­
day. following the traditional Labour 
Day holiday (September 5). focussed 
almost completely on this theme He 
said his campaign is all about a war to 
bring about economic justice and pat­
riotism. adding that Bush was there but 
did nothing while, according to him. the 
rich got richer and the poor poorer.

Observers believe that Dukakis may 
yet manage to climb back to the lop. 
Some polls found that he and Bush are 
neck and neck in the ratings. In fact, if 
anything, it is the likelihood that the 
Republican candidate may have peaked 
rather early. Democrats expect that he 
will run out of bravado and combative 
rhetorical some point. In addition, it is 
believed that the current underdog im­
age is good for their candidate in the 
sense of helping to bring out the fire in 
him. They arc also hoping that as vo­
ters. who gave his earlier leads in the 
ratings, arc reassured on account of his 
new campaign, he will climb back to the 
top of the polls

Less sentimental observers, however, 
project a race (the election comes up 
November 8) that will be as close as the.
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Iran, Iraq now face internal enemies

By Emenike Okorie

International
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uncnl of Kur- 
guerilla* from 

Tuikcv. Syria and 
r neighbouring

THE GULF

Dogs of war
single-minded 

imp out. by any 
■atism has been 
..u-usfem Iraq 

their push 
the over 4.000 square*

agree 
there are nation* that 
jubslatto 
Baghdac 
brokered truer began, 
and France which ha 
joyed booming ar 
the waning ne J 
Pan* at the on*et 
that the French au 
oxer one third o: Ir.. ■ arm* 
credit were disturbed by the 
of a slump in the trade N--w.

•■WHATEVER else Teheran and 
W Baghdad arc doing with opportu­
nities made available by the United 
Nations-sponsored truce in the Gulf, 
they are certainly not using them to be­
gin moves aimed at reconstructing their 
devasted economies Rather, their im­
mediate concern appears to be the pro­
secution of war against their old ene­
mies — the rebel groups in both nations.

In Iraq, there are the rag-tag armies 
of Kurdish separatists who took advan­
tage of the eight-year-long Gulf conflict 
to carve out for themselves a de facto 
Autonomous area in the northern pro­
vince. While the 
eight-year-long 
blood-bath raged 
on. the rebels were 

at bay 
d Iraqi

2(M miles along the mountains 
into Turkev

As Kurdish guerillas from Syria. Tur- | 
key. Jordan and even Europe arc re­
portedly re-grouping (infiltrating Iraq 
through Iran in a desperate bid to halt 
the Iraqi offensive), al! have not been 
quiet in the Iranian front either In fact. 
since the cease-fire announcement. Au­
gust 20, Iranian troops have had no re­
spite in their attempt to beat back spor­
adic attacks by the Iraqi-based rebel 
National Liberation Army (NLA), the 
military wing of the People’s Mujahedin j 
led by Masoud Rajavi. The Mujahedin. • 
as the first step towards the cverthrou

-W W
iHt UKIIAS Cl AROIAN SLlii.MBER IM.

Chinese, 
alkccdh lhe 

supplier to 
also appear to 

been rc- 
a**ured by the pre- 
sent need of the Ira- 
r.i .nwWitrvloleep 
,-.t bav the Mujahe­
din rebels This im­
plies uninterrupted 
flow f arms from 
Beijing to Tehran 
;; author­

ities •••:,;() trr.i. h or Is I;i*f .■- ■. cl. in their 
denial <f the all'. I'JK.n tby the U.S 
;, • . < irlucci) of
increasing < hint'.' ir.v- >!.- men! in in­
ternational .irrn'. ruruuni’ Beijing had

I not only defended what it called its 
t ■ ■ • • ■ i but p limed

out that China a> a <1* nanon 
i needed the revenue fr- mi the trade. Be- 
I sides, the (liinc’ i fem c mini try hid 
I in turn also pointed custng fingers at 

the U.S and the Soviet I !nmn who. it 
I said, uere the real brain behind interna- 
I tional arm sale*

Similar accounts of single-minded, 
ruthless attempts to star * u ’ 
means. Kurdish separatism .. 
filtering tn trom north-eask 
since the Iraqi troops began G 
to ‘liberate" the over 4XJCT , 
miles of Kurdish territory a fortnight 
ago Towards the weekend, some 
43.000 Kurds, mostly women with small 
children, were said to have been trap­
ped in the mountains as the Iraq: anny 
pushed ferociously tow ards them S»ck. 
starving and most of them wounded by 
chemical weapons, they had been cut­
off from joining another RV.iNO re-

able to keep a 
the weakened 
forces who were pre­
occupied with fieht- 
mg off the Iranians. 
But. with the danger 
of Iranian attacks 
now considerably 
reduced by the on­
going jxrace talks, 
Baghdad has re­
portedly dispatched 
the toughest of its 
estimated 700,000 
troops to the moun­
tains in the north to 
root 
guerillas

To watchers of the Iraqi political 
scene, however, this did not come as a 
surprise In fact, it became clear that the 
lives of the estimated 20 million Kurds 
in Iraq were in danger last March when 
some 4.000 Kurdish inhabitants of 
Halabja. near the Iranian-Iraqi frontier 
were gassed to death by the Iraqi air­
force. Late last month, an unknown 
number of Kurdish men women and 
children, estimated to be well over 
1,000, were again slaughtered by the 
Iraqi soldiers, and buried in mass 
graves. And like the case of the Halbja 
massacre, wide-scale use of chemical 
weapons, though denied by President 
Suddam Hussein, was reported

of the Iranian vlcncal regime, 
vowed to take its struggle "to the strccti 
of Tehran’ as it did in the late l^'iband 
early WSrk But thi* the authontier 
seem determined to block even if it en­
tails the postponement of reconstruc­
tion effort* in the count rv

It is clear, thcrcleie. that Iraqis and 
Iranian* are v ct to fully reap the rewards 
of the cease-tire agreement* But if 

have cause for 
on* over the developments in 
id and Tehran since the UN- 

vered truce began, they arc China 
av c allegedly tn- 
supply trade with 

Reports from 
. vcase-lire were 

which supply 
mainly ca 
possibdfly 
their ww-
to be all 

the ragmj 
against

.. promntt
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DIPLOMACY

West African leaders for peace between Liberia and 
Sierra Leone
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reasons not unconnected with the 
Liberia issue.

The source said that the two officials, 
Brigadier Y. Toronka (the army’s 
second in command) and Marson Dum- 
buya (head of he paramilitary, Special 
Security Division, SSD) were dismissed 
for allegedly receiving huge sums of 
money from Liberian dissidents to train 
guerillas to invade Liberia. Piqued by 
this, President Momoh, the source 
added,acted promptly by ordering their 
dismissal. In the case of the deputy 
military chief, he was sent on terminal 
leave. The source did not indicate, 
however, where and how the dissidents 
were to have been trained.

Both countries had had mutual suspi­
cion,especially during the Siaka Stevens 
era in Sierra Leone. In November, 
1986, Liberia accused Sierra Leone of 
complicity in the Thomas Quiwomkpa 
— led attempted coup d’etat. It fol­
lowed that up with sealing its borders 
with Sierra Leone, but Freetown did 
not reciprocate. In February this year, 
the two countries signed a non aggres­
sion pact.

This week’s talk, expected to hold at 
Lome's Hotel 2 Fevrier on Friday, 
would be the third such meeting be­
tween the two soldiers — turned- 
civilian heads of state since Momoh 

— came to power nearly three years ago.
Guinea’s President Lansana Conte 
acted as an arbiter early 1987 following 
the 1986 attempt in Liberia, in the spirit 
of the tripartite economic Mano River 
Unon (MRU) to which all three coun­
tries belong. In June that same year, the 
two leaders met with President Ibrahim 
Babangida when they were in Nigeria 
for the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) summit at 
Abuja. Nigeria has again been invited 
to this week’s talks in its capacity as the 
outgoing Chairman of the ECOWAS.

Momoh had earlier despatched his 
Foreign, Justice and Economic De­
velopment Ministers to Liberia, 
Guinea, Togo. Nigeria, the Gambia 
and Mali to lodge a bitter complaint on 
the issue. In return, Togo, Nigeria and 
The Gambia sent special messages to 

| both leaders. There were reports also 
* j that Liberia sent its Foreign Minister to 

■* Freetown, but the reception was rather 
cold. This, analysts say, may have 

s fresh moves.
that this week’s 

review of the de- 
sion pacts among

n AST week, Togolese President I 
liaGnasingbe Eyadema sought the di­
plomatic stage and invited both the Sier­
ra Leonean and Liberian leaders Joseph 
Momoh and Samuel Doc to soothe a I 
tensed situation between the two neigh- I 
bouring states The latest friction was 
triggered off when Liberia expelled 
some 60 Sierra Leoneans following a 
bar brawl which the Liberian authorities 
said resulted in the death of a Liberian 
soldier. Since then, several diplomatic 
shuttlings by both Freetown and Mon­
rovia have been made but they seemed 
to have achieved very little succss. It is 
against this background that Eyadema 
initialed the intermediary move ‘‘to 
solve the problem once and for all.”

There aie speculations that Eyadc- 
ma’s inters ention is informed by the fact 
that the story runs deeper than is 
already known. Sources close to State 
House in Freetown told The African 
Guardian that at the moment two top \ 
military and paramilitary officials have ‘ 
been dismissed from the force for
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Bitter chill visits Chile
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MAURITANIA

Fear of civil unrest
Death ot political prisoners heightens tension 
pOR criticisir- ‘L
■ dominated regir— ■■■ iuuui iiauia, 

Tene Yousouf Gueye, 60. a leading 
opposition figure, was sentenced to jail 
for four years in September 1986. But 
Gueye could not complete the prison 
sentence, as he died in his Walata prison 
on September 2 after spending only half 
of his jail term. Gueye. opposed to the 
Lt. Col. Mohammed oul Haidala reg­
ime, was arrested after the appearance 
of a "Manifesto of the oppressed 
Mauritanian Negro," in the capital 
Nouakchott early 1986.

Gueye’s death has so far attracted no 
official comments from Nouakchott, 
although the rumour in the capital is 
rife. The lid was blown open by the 
clandestine Movement African Libera­
tion Forces in Mauritania (FLAM) in a 
statement it issued from its base in 
Dakar last Wednesday (September 3). 
The organisation also claimed that

• Cubans V'cams Rnxrvf t dcmnNc 
city if no civilian oral is noorauted to * 
contest along *itn pwsxbet Pinochet ■ 
suffered an isMssmanoo attempt tn ! 
April 1986.

The General who ousted tbe s» 
president. Salvador Aikr.de m a 
coup d'etat tn September 19”? i 
the wrath of Chileans because of h» 
dictatonal rule. In I9s‘‘. be decreed that 
a mandate be given to bn to coolest for

Protesters challenge Pinochet's extended mandate
■ UST having Augusto Pinochet 

V around as their dictator for 15 year 
has been enough trouble for Chilean! 
particularly given the large scale repr 
sions of his era Not surprisingly, w| 
the ruling military junta went ahe J' 
week to announce that it has i 
to seek another eight-year 
other words, to rule until 
veins of the protest agai 
easily gave way to viole 
tions.

In all, police sources in Santiago, the 
capital city, say a total of nine persons 
were injured and over 262 arrested 
when 60,000 disenchanted citizens took 
to the streets. The demonstration was 
apparently organised by the National 
Opposition coalition of leftist, moder­
ate and rightist groups lobbying Chi­
leans to vote against General Pinochet, 
the only candidate in the October 5 ple­
biscite. Similar protests, and clasnes 
with riot police across Chile were also 
reported in scores of other cities. More 
protests are expected in the troubled

played down 
threat he would have , 
Haidala adminivratioi 
long tipped as on 
strong pc! tical p: 
the ban on politic 
on the country sin' 
. . n finally

His death, analysts say. may well p"- 
cipitate more civil unrest in the country.

a yes — or - no plebiscite m i9Q( 
which, it he wins, will give him a fresh 
mandate to rule the country tor another 
cight years Howcwi. should the tevult 

prove other*he he will still hold on to 
power till WA) and then conduct fresh 
polls based on a multi-party system 
There would also be election into the 
leg*'latne assembly

The Chilean strongman, who no lon­
ger appears m the oxer decorated grey 
general s uniform with which he was 
identified (or oxer 15 years, now wean a 
civilian Nue suit so as to identify himself 
with the civilians He gave a general 
.mnesrx to over 4.V 1 exiled Chflean lead­
er'to return and is now calling on all 
Chileans to support him in the October 
halkM

Chileans appear hardly mollified. 
Pan of the reason is that the 430 par­
doned amount to an insignificant num- 

‘ her compared to the 150.000 Chileans 
: who hax e gone into exile since the 1973 

coup , [here is in ‘act little 
] faith that the additional eight yean 

•will do much good More troubling is 
the fact that the Chilean leader will be 
clocking 81 years by the time the fresh 
cight-ycar term expires.

then.
On his part. Gueye had served as the 

country's first Customs Commissioner 
after independence from France tn 
1960, Permanent Secretary in the Fi­
nance Ministry. Director-General of 
Tourism and Permanent Representa­
tive at the United Nations. He was also 
a prominent author.

His battle for equality m the country 
never waned. Many people believed the 
numerous pleas for his release were

ing the Moorish-1 another political pmooer Regimental I 
igime in Mauritania, I Sergeant-Major. Alassane O_mar Ba 

~ ,--J:-g|had also died in prison but that the 
country's authorities were keeping < 
quiet for fear of the popular uprising I 
that will greet such news in an already ; 
tensed-up country, quietly but strongly ; 
crying for a change of government Ba ■ 
was among 18 alleged plotters ■ ’I'.'cd for , 
life with hard labour last December .
Three Black officers were executed j

I
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Services

List of Branches
9 EJULE

BRANCH:

11

HEAD OFFICE:

Brief history 
of the bank

-------©-------
Eobi'Banhof

Lobi Bank of Nigeria Limited is a joint Venture Commer­
cial Bank between Korean and Nigerian investors. The 
bank was incorporated on January 13, 1982 lincenced 
to carry on banking business on June 24, 1982 and 
commenced operations at the Head office and Main 
Branch at Makurdi, capital of Benue State on April 27, 

1983.

5 BCC BRANCH
Benue Cement Factory. 
Tsekucha, Near Gboko. 
Benue State

6 KANO BRANCH
66 Ibrahim Taiwo Road.
Kano — Kano Slate

7 ABA BRANCH
1 York Street.
Aba — Imo State

8 GBOKO BRANCH
No 6. J S. Tarka Way. 
Gboko — Benue Stale

36-39 BARRACKS ROAD. 
MAKURDI, BENUE STATF- 
TEL: 33809. 33071.32080-

Your bank for a better tomorro^

BRANCH
■

10 Ankpa Ward. MaKu
Benue State.
OTUKPO BRAN poa(J
N° 77'5’ Benue St*'* 
Otukpo — Ben

1 MAKURDI BRANCH 
36 Barracks Road. 
Makurdi. Benue State

2 LAGOS BRANCH 
No 13. Olosa Street. 
Victoria Island.
Lagos

3 ANKPA BRANCH
16. Balowa Road, 
Ankpa Benue Slate.

4 IKE JABRANCH
45. Allen Avenue.
Ikoja Lagos State.

We provide a full range of unique Per?°?ydmg inter 
efficient commercial banking services i

— Current Accounts (cheque Account)
— Term Deposit Accounts
— Savings Deposit Accounts
— Loans and Advances
— Foreign Exchange. ndividual and
These services are available to both 1 Q[fers Finan- 
corporate customers. In addition the ba ^ct1 services. 
cial advice to any customers who nee
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rtilc, it has been said, is an abberation. but 
nevertheless, which seeks — orou£u* : ;
sense of normalcy, a return to civilized norms. So, 
we must never be invited to feel at home with a 
decree whose application permits a disquieting de­
gree of arbitrariness. A decree of the nature of 
Decree 2 ought to be used only sparingly, and as 
observably the last resort, to address problems 
which. for security reasons, cannot be treated under 
any other existing law. If this principle were fol­
lowed. then the decree will need to be called in only 
on special assignments.

PRESIDENT Ibrahim Babangida’s address to
■ the country ’s judges in Abuja last week is signi­
ficant for its bold statement on a number of issues. 
But the president's speech is perhaps most remark­
able for his spirited defence of the State Security 
(Detention of Persons) Decree No. 2 of 1984 as 
amended. In simple terms. Babangida argued that 
there was still much work for the decree in safe­
guarding national security and ‘to ensure the secur­
ity of life for every body in an era characterised by 
crimes of violence at a rate unprecedented in the 
country's history.’

Faced with this admittedly cheerless scenario.  
the president proclaims by implication, that Decree mandatory that proper arrest warrants are <•
2 is a helmed decree in which he is well pleased. We and that there should always be a wilne*
must suppose, or, at any rate. hope, that Babangi-  *
da’s decision to pronounce on the matter, al all. 
represents a response to recent expressions of anxie­
ty os er the recession of his human rights creden­
tials. if this is indeed the case, then the president 
may be moving away, happily. from the ill-advised  
posture of ignoring the critical strictures of the pub- often narrowly.
lie. and we may be on a return journey to the dia- —-----
logue of the early days.

But beyond speculating on the symbolic signift- 

quality of defence the president makes for Decree 2. 
it ought to be conceded that esen politically de­
veloped nations with settled democratic practice 
often have laws resembling Decree 2 which enable 
them to address emergency situations that may arise 
from time to time.

Besides, the decree is almost a natural consequ­
ence of military rule which, by definition, impliesan 
emergency. But this, we are afraid, is as far as one 
can go in accommodating the decree. Beyond this 
point, apprehensions stare us in the face. Military M..R 
—.1 -• l.. i j vt«t one, cedented rate of crime, he was. perhaps without

•ght — to restore a knowing it, also admitting that some of his go . < rn- 
vili7od nnrmc merit's policies have resulted in an unpn < <•»!< riled 

level of hardship in the land. \ great deal <•! the 
crimes he talked about arises, we suspec I. fl­
deep and deepening desperation which

And here is certainly no place to ask Decree 
move in and work. The solution lies elsewhere. I 
indeed, in a humane disposition which takes into 
account the impossible burden Nigerians have had. 
and continue, to bear. 

Babangida’s defence of Decree 2
This, however, has hardly been the ca>c. 1 s|m- 

cially during the Buhari — Idiagbon regime. Decree 
2 was applied in a way that left Nigerians darkly 
apprehensive of the future of their country . People 
were routinely arrested and detained, sometimes on 
forged warrants, and often with their families not 
knowing where they were. That era showed us. in 
graphic terms, how a law. however well inten- 
tioaed. could develop a life of its own and become 
one massive gnomic machine.

One lessen from the decree’s discredited past is 
that it ts open to dangerous abuse. And so. t«.v - _____ J so>10 mini*
raise the danger, the government should make it 

---------- —• issued.
s when 

somebody is to be picked up. \part from measur­
ing. to some degree, to civilized requirement. this is 
sure to check kidnappers, assassins and other cri­
minal elements who could, in future, want to exploit 
the fluid situation.

What constitutes a threat to national m.< urity is 
««.. even parochially, defined by those
in government. The quite personal interest «d indi­
viduals in government is often masked as flu in- 

-- --------,---------- „ v ajMiuv.n. M£iwr» tere*t of the whole nation. The way out is to insist 
cance of the speech, it is imperative to examine the that the nation be briefed on how a detainee iK ts of 

commission or omission amount to a threat to 
national security. .. „

The countn is plodding on with a transition 
programme. In this transition process, the current 
administration, though military. must recognise the 
need to des elop relieves which promote a democra­
tic culture. Clearly. Decree 2 is disrupt!'e of this 
democratic spirit of which the country today stands 
in dire need.

Babangida’s Abuja speec h contained an unwit­
ting self-indictment. When he spoke of the unpre­
cedented rate of crime, he was. perhaps "ill”1"* 

ho admitting that some of his go' 
ment’s policies ha'e resulted in an unpre

crimes he talked about arises, we suspect. Irmo the 
deep and deepening desperation which the econo­
mic situation has made most Nigerians heir to.

2 to 
lies.
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The resilient
Olympic spirit

BY EKPEIN APPAH

»t be; our progeniV 
as they were hum

lie 25fi i Mill R l'» I9MM

“Let there be boycotts, let 
the Hitlers withhold a hand­
shake from the Jesse 
Owens, let there be threats 
to lives of participants, let 
there be lots more. All these 
go to pump the fuel of life 
into the Olympic spirit" assure of lhe 20th 

i group of nations 
has survived the 
, from birth, been 

uci, without the political fever 
the Olympics would not be

‘‘Men are led by toys". 
Bonapar* • ~f 17-------
awards 
with tiiv 
me that 
more joy »■ 
"GRENAP 
Hal?) Wars.

CSS
grace of today’s Olympics. Didn’t they, clad in loin 

cloth, partake in just one single event, the short race? 
Didn’t they run stark naked in the long distance races? Oh! 
the Olympics. Even Zeus “the gracious" and his family of 
gods from their Olympian height would want to invite the 
Muses to supply good soothing music for this generation of 
athletes from 161 nations.

Let it hold inside Dodan Barracks, in the Kremlin, the 
White House or 10 Downing Street, the lure ot the games is 
bound to remain as powerful, powerful enough to make the 
boycott campaigners red with regret tor keeping awav. For 
now, may the XXIV Olympiad participants dedicate their 
medals to that first ever recorded victor of the then one- 
event Olympic Games — Coroebus'.

so said Emperor Napoleon 
’oarte of France, while creating the service medal 
rds. the Legione d'Honneur, in his empire. So let it be 
the diminutive emperor But the Olympic Spirit tells 

to play with harmless ‘toys’ pros ides mankind with 
,oy and sounder sleep than the mere mention of 

iRENADE", or, more hideous, of Star (or. is it celes- 
’”rs. Viva Olympia!

objections. Why would they? Was it not, ufterall. a reli­
gious affair which principally concerned the Greek panth­
eon, in their exalted domain on Mount Olympus? But it 
ought to be noted that by opting to restrict the Games to 
only Greeks a stubborn political virus had been infused into 
the blood of the Olympic spirit. It was only waiting to 
mature and cause havoc later

Well, again, the Olympics came under political sledge­
hammer in 393 AD when Emperor Theodosius I of ancient 
Rome, finding that the Olympic spirit and Christian spirit 
could not co-exist, abolished the Olympic games. The high 
and glorious point of note, however, is that the Olympic 
spint is irrepressible. Resilient as ever, it was not suffocated 
to death even by the imperial decree of 393 AD; but resur­
rected in 1896 on a grander scale. This is a pointer that the 
Games shall continue to be the world's most important 
sporting event.

Why, therefore, must the blood pres 
century citizen run riot because one or a 
wish to stay away from an event that I 
ravages of centuries? The Olympics have, 
badly rocked by politics. In tact, without * 
that accompanies the games, the Olympics would not be as 
significant as they are today. Let there be boycotts, let the 
Hitlers withhold a handshake from the Jesse Owens, let 
there be threats to lives of participants, let there be lots 
more. All these go to pump the fuel of lite into the Olympic 
spirit

Need we be reminded that side by side with the politic­
al tension are Olympic friendships, Olympic marriages, 
and Olympic business booms? Didn't Myrtales marry the 
Macedonian ruler, Philip II, and change her name to Olym­
pias because Philip won an Olympic recognition in the 
games of 356 AD? Didn’t that marriage produce Alexander 
the Great, one of history’s youngest, greatest and most 
fiery rulers who mooted the idea of a global government — 
something akin to our modern day United Nations?

■■KIII Y will heave, hike, drive, ride, sprint, and shoot. 
I Yts. even a lot more will they do: these representa- 
■ toes of nations gathered together with one massive 

objective to participate and be part of this centuries-old 
game the Olympic Games.

Io modem minds, lhe games may be perceived as just 
'•port- I alse I he (Jlympics has never been sports per sc; 
iiu ic u hom its birth. other ingredients with which it 
tmeimmi’lvd. especially religion and politics. But is that 
sti . i i ’ It should not be; our progenitors in sports were as 
l.in.m. .tllv patriotic as they were humbly pious.

1 he ancient Greeks, noted lor their strong panhellc- 
tiK spuit. >< loved their/»o/iv (contemporarily translated as 
div state’ | that they would prefer dying in apolis prison 

to being free outside the polis; as demonstrated by that 
immortal thinker. Socrates, who turned down a secret plan 
by hi-, friends to smuggle him out of an Athenian prison to 
safety elsewhere

l or the love of their polis environment they created 
numerous devices to build lhe body and rejuvenate the 
mind, heme their love of games and symposia (discussion 
sessions at which wine was served).

But. the Gicck woild was small Clustered in small 
eitv ■•tales ami < at oil liomone another bv ranges of moun­
tains tli< ancient (necks, in spite ot their famed scho- 
laiship and intern. desire to learn. never thought of 
amaii i w aid out adv the small pohs in which their entire 
Ide ,md cm h m c vveic liimlv tooted I ven Aristotle with 
hr. hu h intellect could not but tall to the surging waves of 
panh dh m in I«• him. onlv ("necks were carved to rule; 
otln ■ inott.ib v.ci. moulded to be slaves.

mi. I • • ■ v hen the (Hvmpic (i.iincs were held in honour 
ot the (neck chr I dvitv. Zeus, only Greeks participated. 
All other, wcie barred 11ns is perhaps ‘‘Classical Apar­
theid But !:• < an it was seen then .is a purely religious 
festival m hommi ot i native dcitv. other citizens of the 
world, with ilv ii own religious festivals, needed not to raise
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* Like other > JL 
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plain, the Olympics R | 
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u '. ur I Seoul Here is a low-down of some of 

le rivalries They arc the
9 .- , ■

Until recentl the ■ ns vens tu­
ple and well known On the blxfct. in i 
the field, they were the urr.e: brair 
brawn and dctenr.ir.a::Of cccn-e 
there were others too — h-.pe ar.d awe 
and trepidation N.v*, jrz th er weapor. 
has been added, potert.’ih. the greatest I 
assault yet on the O..~px ideal and 
spirit, those intangibles that ha.c sur­
vived the turbulence of war and po! tif

DRUGS. That athlete over there 
who has laid such a successful ambush 
on the record is not applying Queer.'.- 
berry Rules: his cells are doped with ' 
steroids, hormones or whatever

No matter. These Olympics are ever 
more of a miracle than most. For thc ; 
first time tn 12 
west have sneated = 
nuclear weapons and will be there. Afri­
ca will be there, to give the Carl Le­
wises. Ben Johnsons, Griffith Joyners a 
run for their records. From Egbunike to 
Aouita; Imoh to Onyali, the message is i 
the same: Go on. beat it, beat them! :

' " Ben ,s ’•toc*cy. in,cnse'
-'1 ’ . • like he i . Iways charged with 

( ..rl t American. Ben a 
. • • - .n.idian. though both are
If .re ’ ■ ’hc T® 

... : .;nMrr. the worl< fa' «'« 
<ecr., two men who run thc 1<"> metres 
as if it r. the 5</metres.

In thc 19H4 Olympic'.. Carl got a gold,
• | 1, ,- < nc

• ■ returning WMJ
wan the carter - routinely. But Ben huted

their ideologies^anti | tbc bu bugh Last year tn Rome. Bel 
I whose controversial split-second start- 

ing has earned him the sobriquets Bul­
let”. "Rocket” among others, lowered 

, Calvin Smith's world record of 9.93 sec.
■ by an incredible 0.10 second. In the

iguist 
in de n
tie, nicy uui-uc a, 
:lves. The f , J 

greatest sport- "
w mt. The sports  '
teet of the world’s <, C*WU'A''- 

rtravaganza 
lords.
Jifferent accounts of the

 -_.jtact 
different portions of an elephant's; 
tomy, they are all accurate; very a 
rate and very limited impressions.

The world may be a stage, 
Shakespeare says. But the lights do 
get to all parts of the stage in equal 
measure. The Olympics — at least for 
the two weeks it will last- will have the 
stage-lights gloriously turned on sports. 
That explains why showmanship is 
sometimes more important than sport- 
inanship. That explains thc punk hair­
style of a Carl Lewis, the out-of-space 
track suit and shockingly long finger­
nails of a Griffth - Joyner and the sud­
den dreadlocks sprouted by a Sam 
Okwaraji.
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For Gold 
and Glory

that
of

For sprinter and 
long jumper ‘King’ 
Carl Frederick Lewis 
(left), the Olympic 
Games is a plank to 
glory. Four golds at 
the 1984 Games 
(100m, 200m, Long 
jump and the 4x100m 
relay) and the lure to 
run and win remains 
the same for the 27- 
year-old American.

Why not? More than 
a golden hat trick and 
yet no marks for the 
book of records.

It is not only the 
amazing Carl 
the clatter 
gold and a shot at the 
records is an enduring
charm. There is also 
the bewitching cheetah 
of the tracks, Florence 
Griffith Joyner (inset). 
A former bank clerk 
who runs faster than 
most men, and is pret­
tier (han most women. 
At 28, it may well be 
her last Olympics. 
Perhaps Barcelona 
1992. Perhaps!
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Seoul Beckons

Association of Korean Residents in Nigeria
and

Nigerian-Korean Joint Ventures

* SAMHAE FISHING NET LTD.
Apapa 

Tel: 661819

* TAEDONG NIGERIA LTD. 
Victoria Island 
Tel: 619103

* DAEWOO NIGERIA LTD. 
Victoria Island 

Tel: 616957, 616967

* LOBI BANK LTD. 
Makurdi (Head Office) 

Tel: 33809, 32080

* MAILAPPA PLASTIC IND. LTD.
10 Independence Road 

Kano

* KONI TECHNICAL IND, LTD. 
Badagry Express Road 

Tel: 686033 (Reg.)

* RESTAURANT KOREANA 
(Oriental Foods) Ikoyi 

Tel: 681402

* SAMSUNG NIGERIA LTD. 
Victoria Island 

Tel: 611060, 615051
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Ambassador Oh says South Korea is hosting 
the Olympics to promote peace.
£OLTH Korea it a pciunsula — upiec.

quite dn island. This is not only a geographical 'act . • 
also a very apt metaphor tor this country of about 4} m: l:.-n 
people. She shares boundaries with China. Japan and the 
Soviet Union — three of the R orld's most influential noli c v 
— yet she is nc>t aiute Chinese. Japanese nor Russ^- y. * -u. 
managed to retain a distinct culture and wuv c.‘ l ■> The 
South Korean Ambassador to Nigeria. Chai Ki Oh spoke i: 
The African Guardian’s Paul Nwabuikw u about ms c
her peoples, relations with Nigeria and the hotline . • •' 
of the XXIVTH Olympiad Eicerpis

On what the government is doing ab­
out student demonstrations allegedly in­
cited by North Korea:

Last month, a small number of stu­
dents resorted to violence in their demon­
strations. They asserted that they should 
be allowed-to meet North Korean stu­
dents at the border to discuss reunifica­
tion. Reunification is our nation­
al aspiration, shared by all Korean people and the govern­
ment understands the yearning of the student 
dialogue yyith North Korea should be conducted through 
unified channels of the government There was no public 
support for the demonstrating students and not much prob­
lem is foreseen on this question.

On the prospects for a united Korean nation.
South Korea has continuously sought dialogue with 

Nonh Korea since the early 1970s with a view to relax.r; 
tension, promoting exchanges and co-operation lead­
ing to ultimate peaceful reunification Substantive break­
through is not yet in sight in the dialogue but South 
Korea will not relent its efforts As recently as July ~ th.- 
year. President Roh made a six-point Special Declaration 
calling for a wide range of exchange betw een the south and 
the north, ending of counterproductive competition and 
confrontation in diplomacy South Korea is firmly commit­
ted to reunification by peaceful means, embodying the free 
will of the 60 million Korean people.

On expenditure in and expected profits from the games.
Total expenditure for the Seoul Olympics is esti­

mated at LSSvl billion Of this, 1.4 billion dollars was 
spent on Olympic-related indirect projects like Han River 
Development Project The remaining 1.7 billion dollars 
was spent directly on Olympic facilities including 112 
competition . training and support facilities. 1 do not 
know if it will bring any profit. Profit is not the objective 
S800 million of the direct.costs was covered by private 
investment and the remaining 9(JU million dollars win be 
recoveretjfrom the sales of TV rights, licenses, fees to use 
the emblem and mascot, admission tickets etc.

"hat the country will gain in other ar 
Korea. war -devastated one of the pov 

I the world not too long ago. will be deme 
I wvric as a responsible member of the intc 

tmatny its wdlmgness and capability to
*■"- “ j the gar

s__________ i Korea
exchanges between Korea and the participa
On Language problems

It r* tree ’hat we have a I
Koren chddren studs English from 12 years.
a Afficvlt language especially
rc2-.« can read English though they cannot sp 

My g vernment has recruited a gre
Enghth speaking people including Koreans 
attached to the International Olympic

ct.on a..^hc. Mr Yun Ha Kun. has 
He w..l be exclusively taking care

On Kfjrean-Srjerian relationship
This has rapidly increased since diplomatic relations 

 tween the two coun­
tries amounts about million dollars yearly, mainly in 
automobile nd other machinery fhough
Nigena seflsbnje to Korea. Korea will step up its efforts to

•- 14 Korean joint ventures in 
Nigeria, including Samsung and Daewoo, which are en- 
gaged in e!e;tr - : ■ n ..nk. fisheries and so on
There are approximately 100 Nigerians on technical train­
ing m Korea. Recently, the Korean govi ’ 1 
extend a loan of 10 million dollars for 
project

On what lessons the Korean hosting of the Olympics has 
for the world.

The successful hosting of the 24th Olympiad in Seoul 
will demonstrate to the world what a developing country 
cando- an example to other developing nations It will also 
demonstrate the strong desire of Korean people for world 
peace and harmony t

language prob! in Korea 
i from 12 years, i '• English is 
. to we Asians, i .t most Ko- 

.-.k English 
number of 

___ They are 
Committee. Our 

> gone back to 
of Nigerians at
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Said Aouita: The Moroccan magician

world champion
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• From left. Omyeah. Otondo. Ogunkoya and ineagwam

Said Aouita has a 
problem many a long 
distance athlete would 
enjoy: loneliness or 
more appropriately, 
lack of companionship. 
That’s what you get 
when you arc way 
ahead of the pack in an 
event like the 5,(XX) 
metres. In Los 
Angeles, he was

in the 800 metres. Abdi 
Bile of Somalia who has 
done little running this 
season, apparently a 
ploy to remain fresh 
enough to beat Bri­
tain’s Steve Cram.

fastest relays. The new African record 
of 38.59 sec posted by the quartet of 
Imoh, Isiaq Adeyanju, Olapadc 
Adcnckan and Davidson Ezcnwa attest 
to this. It is the fourth fastest time this 
year in the world. The Nigerian feat is 
doubly encouraging because the pre­
vious record of 38.73 sec. was set in the 
high altitude of Mexico city in 1979. The 
inclusion of Victor Edct (10.22 sec.) 
could help the Nigerians to another 
African record, and a Seoul medal.

4 x 400 metres relay (men)
The United States has in 80 years, 

taken home the gold 14 times in 18 
Olympics. If the portents arc right, they 
will repeat the feat. The statistics in 
favour of a US victory arc compelling. 
Butch Reynolds (world record 43.29 
see.), Danny Everett (44.20 sec.), Steve 
Lewis (44.26 sec.), three of the world’s 
best, provide pretty convincing evi­
dence. The altitude-aided world record 
of 2 mins 56.1 sec which the US team set 
at the Mexico Olympics in 1968 still 
stands. 20 years after.

Nigeria is Africa’s best hope in the 
event. In 1984. the Nigerian team got a

metres this season: 
Johnny Gray. Whatev­
er he decides on. Afri­
ca’s best medal hope in 
the Olympics is on a 
song.

Sot you 
are

: pack in 
the 
In

. ...o___ he
numero uno. Either to 
avoid loneliness or be­
cause of adventure. 
Aouita has switched 
events. He is currently 
tops on the world lists 
in both the 8(X) and 
1,500 metres. This has 
brought to the fore an 
unusual dilemna: what 
event to effortlessly 
pick a gold in. Should 
he defend his 5.(XX) 
metres gold or launch 
an assault on Sebastian 
Coe’s 8(X) metres re­
cord. for example? He 
has already beaten the 
US best in the 800

in 1968, in the process setting an Afri­
can record of 2 mins 59.6 sec. In Munich 
four years later, she picked a gold, Afri­
ca’s best ever in the event.

Egbunike, undaunted by his recent 
miserable showing, remains the beacon 
for Africa's quest. The other members 
of the 1984 bronze quartet seem res­
igned to sub-45 sec. outings. In Seoul, 
Africa has as good a chance as any com­
peting team. Which is not saying much.

Boxing
The sweet science will lose some of its 

flavour with the Cubans staying away. 
The Cubans have some of the best 
amateur boxers in the world, pound for 
pound. During their last Olympic out­
ing (1980 Moscow), the Cubans took 
home 4 gold (from 11 gold at stake) and 
a silver. At Seoul, it will be a straight 
fight between the Americans and the 
East Europeans. In Los Angeles, there 
were blatantly unfair home boy deci­
sions as the Americans, without decent 
challenge, bullied their way to victory. 
The Asians, especially the Koreans and 
the Thais, have good prospects in the 
lighter weight categories.

Africa’s chances do not look very 
bright. The Nigerians got a silver in the 
featherweight through Peter Konyeg- 
wachie in 1984. But the country’s con­
tingent to the All African Games last 
year did not even have a lowly bronze to 
show for its efforts. Kenya’s "hit squad” 
is Africa’s best bet.

Steffi Graf: Tennis
In 1984, Steffi Graf, then 15 years old, 
won the exhibition tournament at the 
Los Angeles Olympics. Four years la­
ter, Graf is world number one and ten­
nis is a full-fledged Olympic sport. It is 
not likely that anyone can stop this West

bronze, behind Britain, whose anchor 
Phil Brown overtook Egbunike just be­
fore the finishing line. Britain brings 
impressive credentials to Seoul: the 
country has been in the top three 10 
times in 16 Olympics. Kenya got a silver
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rinan Rand 
nan Pierre

an'.lime soon.
:i arc four world -
- Suedens Stefen 

Wilander. West Ger- 
ckcr and Frenchman

■ !> > will attempt to add a 
’i.v cake of their achieve- 

■■ Nduka Odder. Toiu
1 Abdullahi will try to

• Oder?
Germ .. ■ .

Amo 
ranked 
Edbert . 
many- 
Henn 1 
gold i< 
ments. \ 
Mmoh . 
upset ti

400 metre - hurdles (men)
Edw!,. • i i ' ,-4 :>CC. ) 

for an c’.nted third 
gold. Bui 
pio. 
to deal , 
West (
Nigeria ■■ ■
OUtSldci . 
making (I:. J

• ■ (J-7 M see.) looks set 
.edented third Olympic 

>hc Rome World chant- 
inship hi might need a photo-finish 

tnot Andre Philips and 
mai. Harold Schmid 
Amike is some kind of 

but he has a chance of

Soccer
The tightly kr.it. extensively co­

ordinated sxetr team of the Scvrct Un­
ion (dubbed the red orchestra' . final- 
Ms at the European champccahsps) are 
favourites Fror- Brazil are the latest

S ~ba" players and
: b : ■ r. b_;.:

of list year aed the remr.a-.t of the 
bronze winning -4 squad. could also 
win the title

As Nigeria’s coach. Manfred Keener t 
said. qualifying f-? the seojnd round I

rc 
problems ‘

Javelin. worsen
Is going to be a d.rrct confrontation 

between East German worid record 
holder Petra t-elke and Britain s made

• Ejexn*» G-Mt flxpacfatwxw 

woman, ex-world record holder and 
world champion Fatima Whitbread

Long Jump
A tninguUr (ace off bet»«" l<nM 

ex-world record holders. American 
Jackie Jorocr Kersee and East German 
Heike Dreschler “Uh the Russian 
woman who took their record. Galina 
Chistyakova trying to be a spoiler

400 metres, mtn
Butch Reynolds affair Competi­

tion will come from fellow American 
Danny Everett and Steve Lewis as well 
as world champion and runner. German 
Thomas Schofcnlcba and Nigerian In­
nocent Egbunike.

Table Tennis .
Chinese world number one. han Jial- 

mg will square off with "555 world 
champion. Polish veteran Andre Grub­
bs The Nigerian Atanda Musa is a 
world class competitor and could get 
into the quarter or semi finals of the 
singles event

Featherweight boxing
American Kclde Banks seems to 

have the world at his feet hut Nigerian 
Konyegwachic. whose brother won the 
silver m the same category at the last 
games, says he wants the title.

Pole vBult
The big Russian sportman

Bubka has made hr. name sync 
with the event Recently how 
was beaten by fellow country! 
Gatanlin and with Frcnchni.
Qumou. it might not all be smooth sail­
ing for the world record holder.
By Paul Nwabulkwu with Joseph Oku/enl 
end O!a Sheyln
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Daley Thompson: Eyes on a_hat_trickj

- mter;

) Jex * world re-
* "4 points) by 24

cs. 
be
hef

b.r.g. Tbcer.j
a stud

palling 
better enjoy 
me losing,” 
hi rivals, 
you'll never sec it hap­
pen again.

Big. handsorfe Daley 
will be at Seoul Clutch­
ing hi*, dream and 
trying to make it real.

• Bata n s ernsfie and Nroena's tmoh Su’C~s& ga'cn?
1 OU metres foub. September 24 And it 
may not be as two-sided as many think 

100 metre*, women;
If the American Fkcenoe Griffith-

pion ships, i 
monwealth

I Thompson war

. 1.i,,^r . 1 \

John- I 
Lewis

* hat-trick
The task is b\ no 

i means simple His 
perennial rival. West

• German Juergen Hing- 
sen will be in Seoul to 
reply their mostly one-

I sided contest. Before 
the Los Angeles 
Games. Hingsen hat-

r
/J

Johnson was “ri the blocks hrs! hut 
Lewis w :• 11 devastating form, catching 
up 40 metres to go. his hands doing 
treadmills is he wheeled awav Calvin 

rhapsth mi st un ipprei ted 
the woild’s best in this event, also 

iged to get in front of Johnson, in 
• ■ cess m iking his second best time

Jovner bad been at the W56 Olympics, 
she would have been in the finals ol the 
W metres For men. that is. only five 
men in Nigeria can run faster than her. 
About the same number of sprinters 
from the British Isles can do better. Un­
til she did it dunng the US Olympics 
trials tn Indianapolis, it was considered 
impossible Many thought women had 
no business running 10.62 sec. (John­
son's WSO best). Gnffith-Jovner did 
10 40 sec. Both Nigeria's Mary Onyah 
and Ben Johnson have darkly suggested 
that Joyner's feat is not just a triumph of 
practice and spirit Joyner has a more 
romantic explanation • Sometimes I

, . ms that 1 can fly I'm so dis- 
I appointed to wake up and find that I

|J\LL,t 7- 
has

going for him He'shg

same race. Lewis equalled Smith's time 
Predictably, the Rome miracle also 

fuelled the fires of athletics' most visible 
rivalry. Sometimes it had become de­
cidedly dirty and un-sportsmanlikc 
Lew is has all but implied that Johnsen’s 
prowess is attributable to drugs 
son has gleefully suggested that 
has no chance ot ever equalling his re­
cord

■ it t . torrents an* that the g
... eathl

Already. Lew^s had posted the lastest 
time ever in the event (9 78sec ) th< ugl 
it was wind-aided John* on's lime i., 
been a mor
9.98 sec

Lewis has a':\ __
mark, also Smith’s former world record 
• 9 ' in his first confrontation after

. ■'

before. B. ‘ $e!f<onfcs<ed habit of 
gening : . v while running with the 
big name may prove fatal. Britain’s 
Europea i champion, Linford Christie 
cot spr urprisc ■' s ; re 
that a i\.'l--»c.;!e war which has been • 
br. ..‘ik since Carl s cold and Ben's .'

;t the |

tered DJey's world re- 
cocd(S774r—"". ...
pvc Thompson a drub- 

-*rcj'ly 
tudy in cocky 
ice- The only 
np.cn will go 
th a gold medal 
he steals mine 

het to another 
Then he 

. went ahead to 
, beating Hing- 

and setting a new 
:pu record 
t hke Achilles.

was beaten at the 
World Championships 
in Rome, the first time 
in nine years. Because 
of injury . as the excuses 
went, he did not even 
get a medal. Thompson 
was far from chas­
tened This rare defeat 
was palling. “You'd 

>y the sight of 
he warned 

because
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te in the half-lap. 
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>rd. has
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beat with her "one-lcggur 
negligee costumes A st 
bloc opposition is expc 
cially with the deci. 
Ashford not to compi

Multi-talented Hei... ----------
holder of 21.71 sec. world recoi.......—
ducked under 21.90 sec. with ease this 
season and alongside th-. swift S’lke 
Gladisuh who ran a memorable 21 74 
see. to win (he world champion' hips last 
year

4 x 100 metres relay (men)
Hie United States lias dominated the 

4 x UNI metres since the event made its 
debut in 1912; she has carted the gold 
away 13 out of 16 times. In the Olym­
pics. Carl Lewis anchored the US team 
to a world record of 37.83 sec. I II.', con­
tribution to the victor/ was a heart­
stopping 8 64 sec. — rhe fastest time 
ever. However. Lewis’ participation in 
this year's games is doubtful. The main 
problem is Lewis’ insistence that his 
friend Joe Deloach be included in the 
relay team. The US coach thinks dif­
ferently. The US line-up is likely to in­
clude Lewis and Deloach as well as Cal­
vin Smith and Dennis Mitchell.

Jamaica (silver—*84) and Canada 
(bronze—’84) which count world stars 
Ben Johnson and Desai Williams, are 
among traditional favourites in this 
event Speed, of course, is the greatest 
weapon in the arsenal of any participat­
ing team. But it is certainly not the only 
one. Efficient baton exchange could 
make or mar any team. This is certainly 
not Nigeria’s strongest point.

Nigeria is the best in Africa in the

can’t. But I guess the 1(1 49 is just my 
way ol flying"

Onyah (II <)*> sec I ex-record hoi 
dcr Evelyn Ashford (10.76sec.) will be 
in Seoul, trying to prove ;!•«' ** 
Joyner has no patent on I’; 
hand would be East Germany* 
sa Gohr (10.89 sec.). Heike 
(10.89 sec.) and the USA's Gwcndilyn 
Torrence whose wind-aided 10 78 see 
at Indianapolis is definitely fantastic 
And there is the other East German. 
Silke Gladisch (10 86 sec.) who beat 
Joyner at Drcschlcrin 1987 world cham­
pionship.

400 metres, men
For 20 years, Lee Evans' 43.86 sec. 

record was one of the legends of modern 
athletics history. Set at high altitude at 
the 1968 Mexico Olympics, many 
thought it would outlive tins century . 
Aftcrall. it will take some lime before 
an Olympics is held in a country with a 
terrain that offers the least air resist­
ance.

fhen Harry “Butch" Reynolds came ' 
along at Zurich, last month, yanking an ' 
incredible 0.57 seconds off Evans' im- 1 
mortal record Unlike Evans who was 
reluctant to even run the race- Reynolds 
willingly made his successful assault on 
history. Nigeria's Innocent Egbunike 
set a blistering pace, leading the pack by 
five metres in the first half of the race 
“After seeing Innocent (Egbunike) go 
off that fast. I knew it was a world re­
cord pace", Reynolds said afterwards. 
Together with compatriots Danny 
Everett (44.20 sec.) and Steve Lewis 
(44.26)thcy bore down on the fast tiring 
Egbunike. sweeping past him on the 
home stretch It is still a matter of spe­
culation whether or not Egbunike mere­
ly paced Reynolds, considering the 
jerry-curled Nigerian's rather unwise, 
breakneck spar speed off the starting 
blocks.

Whether true or false, Egbunikc. the 
4th best ever in the event, will try to 
prove that “Butch" is not invincible. 
Thomas Schocnlebc (44.33) East Ger­
man sprinter who had an upset win at 
the expense of Egbunike at Rome last 
year, Britain’s Redmond (44.50 sec.) 
arc also medal hopefuls.

200 metres, men:
The United States looks good enough 

for a 1-2-3 sweep with Carl Lewis taking 
his second gold — that is if he runs in the

• Koch (212) overtaking jama:ca s Ottey (286) in a 200m Women’s Final 
event. It is common knowledge that 
Carl Lewis is incomparable in the half­
lap despite his loss to Joe De-l.oach al 
the United Slates trials His 19.82 sec. 
world best time run in Sistetres. Italy, in 
/Xugust amply demonstrates this. De­
loach has been consistent this year. Be­
fore defeating Lewis (19.96-20.03 sec ) 
at the trials, he had screeched to 19.98 
sec. in Austin. Texas to indicate his in­
tention to dominate the 200 this year 
But a well-rested Lewis is untouchable 
in this event. Expected foreign opposi­
tion will be led by Canadian Common­
wealth champion Atlle Mahorn who has 
run a 20.20 sec this year as well as Bra­
zilian Robson Da Silva (20.30 sec.).

But still expect "dark horses’ to 
spring up overnight in the rush foi silver 
and bronze. Especially if one remem­
bers that both Giles* Ouenherve ol 
France and John Regis of Britain were 
not serious contenders last year until 
they both picked silver and bronze re­
spectively at the world championship 
< htdi Imoh may not make the finals 
even if he decides to run this in addition 
to the 100. Only consistent sub-20 40 

I sec. performers stand any chance he it
200 metres, women:
Griffith-Joyner paces the world in this 

| event right now with 21 71, sec ami 
iupposed to be her i 
mieht be difficult to |
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Tough one for Nigeria

namely soccc
wrestling, w 
nd boxing 

SOCCER:
The nation’s previous appearances in

\ rir.d indeed Africa’s perform- 
i this event has always been 
J by that of athletes from the 
bloc

Olympic soccer are msiroctn e In 196* 
a 3-d margin lead over Brazil was closed ' 
and the match ended a dra* Nigena 
boycotted the games in 1976 even 
though it had a very good team that had . 
survived the regional elimination m 
blistering form. In 1980 she played 1-1 
draw with Czechoslavakia. the eventual • 
winners. The Green Eagles represent- j 
mg Nigeria in Seoul is a surprise squad i 
devoid of many of the much expected | 
big name*. Even the pattern of play , 
evolved later in the day appears strange 
and makes the most avid patriot ner- , 
vous. But the players themselves think ' 
they have never been as fit (fitter and j 
better than the team that won the Na-.

has brought the highest num- 
vmpic medah. three in all, to 
. ■ | •• .. i b am is no

but it is hoped that the old trend would 
continue if not improved upon.
WRESTLING:

The representatives arc African 
champions Whether their 35-day train- 
ing ' tin! in Bulg tri 1 will he Ip their per­
formance against wrestlers from the 
Eastern bloc t nly the com­
petition itself will unravel. 
WEIGHTLIFTING:

Nigeria and 
ance in 
dwarfed 
eastern f

Big charge, new hopes and old-time wishes
IN this year's Olympics, Nigeria w ants 
I more than the sheer joy of participat­
ing. When the nation’s contingent. 75 
people in all. left Lagos in search of 
honours in Seoul last Wednesday, the 
mandate could not but bear presidential 
emphasis (through the Chief of General 
Staff. Augustus Aikhomu): Be good 
ambassadors, live up to the Olympic 
spirit and. of course, bring back the 
medals.

Nigeria will participate in 
events, namely soccer, athletics, table 
tennis, wrestling, weightlifting, lawn 
tennis and boxing

irons Cup silver in Morocco). Then 
trainers argue that the new pattern s 
consistent with world-wide trend. Their 
chances against teams like Brazil, Au­
stralia and Yugoslavia with which they 
will play in the qualifying matchesb,to 
be lessabrassne. as thin as a thread fine.
ATHLETICS:

Nigena is presenting a number of 
world-class athletes whose medal­
winning chances are well above aver­
age. This, however, is hardly enough 
against the intimidating presence of 
world stars Among the home pack are 
Innocent Egbumkc (4(M>m) and Chidi 
Imoh ilOrim)
LAUN TENNIS:

Nduka Odizor is the best-rated player 
in the team but he is not even among the 
first hundred seeds. Against the worid’s 
best in Seoul the team hardly stands any

I chance
TABLE TENNIS:

This is the fmt ever tabic tennis com- 
' petition. With Atanda Musa who has 

participated in many international 
championships. Nigeria can hope toput 
up a good performance.

I BOXING 
j Boxing h 
I her of Olyr 
I Nigena Tl
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Nigeria’s squad
.‘*utfun — MOb.

kpah 
koueme
»araji

i'. . ,:cl°l !a! I ■ 
' ~5r.: ■°;c>' ! ■ . o;

HVh.j s’.nTf s

• Samson S:aua
, • RatJudi Yekini
■ • Henry N«ou.

• J>ckK'n Ridei
A1X>
•UN Ipehor
• Adamu Mamudu
• Maiemite Omagbaluwaje 
UKJGHTU>*n\G
• Mum* a Odusany an
• Lawrence Iquaibom
• Ohishola Awouna
• Adachc Ojadi Gilbert 

FOOTBALL
• Chmuan ON
• David Npsdigha
• CT.idi Nvnm
• AdonoU Adeuna
• Jude Agada
• Andre* Uwe
• Emeka Escugo
• Br.ght Omokaro
• Augustmc Efuas<
• Otaro Obahaifo
• Said; Dah.ru
• Si'hanu Okp
• NduNuw Ok<
• Samuel Okwi
• ^ ole Odegbarru
• Dcenjuc lorta
• M.ke ONku

(TRACK AND FIELD!
• Isiaq Adeyanju —100m (4x100)
• Ola Adenckan — 100m (4x100)
• A. Tegenp — 100m (4x100)
• Victor Edct — 100m (4x100)
• Timothy Olobia — 100m (4x 100)
• D Ezinwa — 100m (4x100)
• Innocent Egbunikc — 400m 
(4x4)
•Moses Ugbusien — 400m (Ax-.)
• Sunday Uti — 400m (4x4)
• Tony Eziuka — 4x4(X)m
• Henry Amike — 400n.. 400m 
hurdles (4x4)
• Okotako Omokhegbelc — 
4x400
• Chidi Imol
• Ado Mauc. _ ____
• Joseph Taiwo — long triple 
jump
• Adeualc Olukoju — short putt, 
discus
• Fahlat Ogunkola 
4x100.(4x1)
• Man Onvali — I 
4x100(4x1)
• Airat Bakare — 4(»»m. (4x4)
• Shadia Souunmi — 4x400m
• Mana Usifo — 110m hurdles. 
(4x100m)
• Alli Yusuf — long jump

• Kehinde
(414)
• Abass Mohammed marathon
e j V,. • .

• George Aputi
BOXING
• Sabo Mehamrx-J
• Anthcnv Ks'rse.
• BkraRgOKiro
• Lus j Brcmoh
• Adcwrte Adcfbusi
• OssMgbe IK* —
heavyweight
• O Imadni
TAFLF TENVN
• Atarda Musa
• Ycwj Baei-S<
• Fatai Adorn.'
• Tita Oc~ -taro
• Kehtn: OoiaN
• hatv Kkr* -u
TENNIS
• Nduia Odxc
• Sads Atdiauh
• Anthon Mnah
URESHING
• Arxn Qjo
• Garba Li—;
• M.'tsda-. Ee^a-N-t
• Kcdel S ki t
• Chrsiu.t fviMaa

Dah.ru
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tars away from Seoul

Light­
former 
EnyikaAngel 

95 secs

metres 
world
open
team

Konchcllah 
tammy Kos- 

injury. 
hacl Hi

over the nrst three quarters of 
the one lap. Intact, the Nige­
rian was so fast that his first 

metres (10.28), 200 
metres (20.60) would have 
won individual medals at the 
'.recently concluded African 
Championships.

American Cripple Jump 
world record holder Bob 

1 a wind 
 *‘s sea­

son — almost four 504 station 
wagons parked bumper to 
bumber.

Running 10 seconds flat for 
the 100 metres logically 
breaks down to covering 10 
metres in a second

To get a better grasp of the

Mi

COR reasons ranging from ill-health, ill-luck 
plain providence, several of the known names 

will not be in Seoul as competitors. Absence at the 
Olympics is one of th e most painful things that can 
happen to an otherwise eligible competitor. It is 
heart-rending. Here thro some of those who will be 
absent:

it represented an astounding 
I 48 seconds ’.mprovement 
on her previous best. Suspi­
cions were aroused not only 

the by her fantastic performance 
t but also by the obvious mus- 

seen.ied to come 
■here. She failed a 

r dreams of get- 
tcdals down the

cles that 
from now!

1I1V, drug test, her drei 
the ,,nP 5 8°ld me 

drain.

dash in
would be at t..._ 
track before this 
out.

the average residential room 
(2.42 metres).

Innocent Eghunike’s great 
first 300 metres run in his sen­
sational loss to new 400 
metres world record holder 
Butch Reynolds is the fastest 
any human has ever gone

index. (400m men) as 
s Jaime Jefferson (long 

jump) iind uncrowned Javier 
 Sotomayor, the 20-ycar-ol<l 

the high jumper (2.34m) who 
isc his holds the world record — out 

ivc an through boycott.
BRITAIN: Double C. “ 

lalist Sebastian x 
J to make Bnt

Olympic > i 
itian Coe 

itish •
Balcha and Bclaine Dcnissa- USA* World 100 metres hur- Tennis Kingpins: Ivan 
mo. whose statistics and vic- die champion and defending Lendl. Martina Navratilova 
lory at the world marathon Olympic silver medalist Greg and John McEnroe. As 
championships reveal as the Foster — injured during McEnroe revealed: ‘‘It's the 
world’s best — out through Olympic trials. Olympic Olympics alnght for (' 
bovcott. tripple-jump silver medalist younger players; I didn't
KENYA: World 800 metres Mike Conley — out through grow up with it." 
champion Billy Konchcllah controversial ruling at US Angel Myers. 21-y 
and team mate Sammy Kos- Olymp c trials. American female si
kci — out through injury. Sandra Farmer-Patrick, had dreams of becomin 
AUSTRALIA: Michael Hill- 4th best in the women’s 400 water maiden of the ! 
ardt. eight times. Australian metres hurdles at 1987's meet. But her. co 
1.500 metres champion world championships. Had was her undoing A* 
out through injury. OpCn ticket to Jamaican trials in Austin. Texas,/
CUBA: The enti.re cast of team, married American swam an incredible 54.9: 
Cuban boxers, world and Pan Hurdler David Patrick, opted in the 100 metres free style. It 
American champions. Run- f°r thc US team but was dis- was a new American record, 
ners: Ana Quirot (400m. qualified al ' 
800m women) and Roberto crossing lanes. «...«

situation, mark out 30 
metres, and imagine covering 
that in 3 seconds! That’s v/hat 
Chidi Irnoh has done. ‘Kang’ 
Girl Lewis and Johnson are 
much faster.

The speedometer needle of 
a Mercedes Benz 280S car 
takes, a minimum of 10 2 
seconds before it gets to the 
bllktn mark from ze ro point- a 
Peugeot 505 car wi'J need ab­
out 12 seconds for ths, same 
process. Ben Jo’anson.Carl 
Lewis. Calvin Smith and 
others who do tho 100 metres 

under to seconds 
the end of the 

Ihi'i process runs

'Tr’HE achievements of Olympians often pct lost, 
U buried under an avalanche of bland statistics.

To appreciate what goes into thc records and near­
records, c onsider the following:

  distance of.thc Lagos-Ibadan  —-rr--
long jump is thc equivalent expressway in 2 hours. world record holde 
distance of a 504 station Swede, Patrick Sjoberg, Beamon has jumped 
wagon and a 504 saloon high jumps over the ceiling ot aided 18.20 metres this 
parked bumpc r to bumper. '* *

Russian Sergei Bubka’s
world pole vault record
height of 6.07 metres is the 
equivalent of the height of sational 
most two floor buildings

Most Olympic marathon­
ers, cover just under half the

-year-old 
swimmer

ng thx 
mv Seoul 

ompetencc NIGERLVBrilliant Light- 
Al the US weight boxei and former 

team captain Victor Enyika 
— joined professional ranks 
out of frustration.

African games lone jump 
gold medalist Paul Emordi — 

t through injury

BURUNDI: '87 African Hcmar 
games bronze medalist well as 
Dieudonne Kwczira will not 
be able to run his pc'l dis­
tance. the 800 metres, in 
Olympics simply becavis 
country docs not hav 
Olympic committee. 
Ethiopian marathon- goM 
ERS: Ahmed Salah, Kedcbc tcama’ 
n.lek. USA; Worid 100 roclrcs hur

die champion and defending 
Olympic silver medalist Greg 
Foster, — injured during MCbnroe reveaieu 
Olympic trials. Olympic Olympics alnght 
tripple-iump silver medalist 

ley — out through crow 
sial ruling at US 
trials.

i Farmer-Patrick, 
women's 400 

hurdles at 1987’s 
championships. Had 
ticket to Jamaican 

...am, married ‘American 
’ ’ irdler David Patrick, opted 

~ -3 team but was dis-  . 
qualified at the trials — for 22 hundredths of a second 8o,t 
crossing lanes. outside the world record and oul

John
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Price of the prize Ml YMPK'SSEOl I

There is much more than a medal in the games for the athletes

At the mercy of politicsr—

"I

in

J

SH’TLMBER 1«*40

at the 197c> games 
llionairc of no 'null

L
• Smith t'i) and Cartos (3i Cou-aceo.'S *■-’

o Mu-had
l n he play-

Montrtal

ii

This 
founding 
dream n» 
ful village 
was fatally s 
Munich Oh 
group < 
named 
the s{ 
with i i

I professional boxings 
on’s regret till date b 
.copied the otter, h 
Abcbe Btkila remains 
<c.;'cd marathoners

Ikhuon.i, l*-'"2 bron. c medalist tn box­
ing. thev ate nationally acknowledged 
heroes.

Teovtlo St evenson, the Cuban w 
won the Olympic heavyweight title a 
record thuc tunes 0972. 19-6 and 
19SM also v.cn Fidel Castro s admira­
tion The Cuban President believed w 
much tn Stev cnson’s ability even as to 
amateur that be ottered him a million 
dollars to figh Muhammed All when 
the latter was still — '*--------- 1
greatest Stcv eir-e 
that he never ac» 
Ethiopia, the late .
a leecnd The dcc^-............ ............___
immortalised t.'r hi* exploits a: the 19. 
Olympics And members of his famA 
arc still living .*>n his reputation.

Mich clJord • ' yoneoflte 
world’s best basket ball players, made 
his debut at the l9S4Olympics 
Platini was a 21-yc<ir-o!J whci 
cd for France i the 1‘4 .6

Modem Olympics finds a strange bea partner 
JUJODERN Olympia ar.d modem I ®' 
IVI politics are net supposed to mix !
This wax certainly the dream of the 1 L’ 

mg fathen Olympia. a| B 
to male e the world a tm»:i peace-1 * V 
;e through spans This dream | r 

shattered m 1972 when at the | »' 
•lympa m Ues: Genr^.y. a I K> £ 

of Palestinians emmoush ccxJe f* 
I the Bl; ck September stormed I 

sports village ar.d shocked the world 1 I1 
i the massacre of 11 Israel: athletes , 

But the games have often been <ub- 
jected to the whims of national and in­
ternational pol.tics Three times the 
games were cancelled by war —m 191 6. 
1940and 1944. In 194*. when Israel was ■ 
created, it was banned from the games | i 
ostensibly under the threat of boycott ■ | 
by Arab nations. At the Montreal I 
games in Canada in 1976, member ! I 
countries of the Organisation of African . | 
Unity (OAU) refused to participate in 
the games in protests against the inclu- . 1 

. .p____ sion of New Zealand which then had •
irccllus Clay ; sporting links w. th apartheid South

for Gold! That is the mandate 
^3 every athlete receives as he leaves 
to represent his country at the Olym­
pics. In Nigeria, this mandate has a prop 
to it. The athlete is told to be bold as he 
goes for the gold at the games. For gold 
is the svmbol of the best. But what end 
exactly does the gold serve'1 Or what is' 
golden a bout an Olympic Games Gold?

The Olympic gold medal, for all the 
hype and clamour, is nothing more than 
a piece of metal (which is in fact 92 per i 
cent silver) worth less than 200 dollars 
or even a thousand of a FEMmcd naira. 
The Oly mpics’ most coveted prize is 
more so in name than in real contents.

Even then, this is just the face value of 
the Olympic gold. Its real worth, be­
sides the prestige it confers on the 
athlete and his country, is almost un- 
quantifiable It is an exclusive instant 
vista to greater professional exploits 
and maten. l affluence for the winner

Mark Spitz, the outstanding Amer­
ican Swimmer of the 1972 games, tied 
up endorsements worth 7 million US 
dollars (1 million tor each gold medal he 
won) and that is regarded as pale in I 
comparison to another white American 
Olympic winner;Bruce Jenner, whose 
Decathlon Victory . 
has made him a mill 
status.

Black sportsmen and women haven't 
been able to cash in on their Olympic 
victones as do whites even in an equal 
setting This prompted record-setting, 
•ripple gold medallist (19S4) Valerie 
Brisco-Hooks (black) to scream out that 
Mary Decker (a top white athlete) was 
receiving much more attention for a fall 
than she did tor winning her olvmpic 
medals.

In settings like Africa and the Com­
munist East, the financial rewards can 
be low. but who savs the worth of an 
Olympic gold is confined to monetary 
values only.

Trinidadian Hasely Crawford who 
won the 100 metres dash for men had his 
country’s airline named after him and 
Morocco’s Naw al El Montaw akel, the 
first African woman to win an Olympic 
gold medal ('84 400 metres hurdles) had 
the faste st electric train in her country 
re-christined "Lady Nawal."

The Olympics is a springboard to 
greater heights. Casius Marcellus Ci

was an 18-year-old schoolboy when he 
won the 1960 Olympic boxing gold med­
al in the Light Heavyweight category 
Later known as Mohammed AU. Clay 
advanced on the Olympics' glory to 
dominate the world of boxing, wmnmg 
the heavyweight crown three times ano 
along with it. beady radboos. There arc 
the Spinks brothers — Leon and Mike 
— and Floy d Faner<*a who wvm gold 
medals at the Olympus and emerged 
later as world heavyweight boxing 
champions.

Ray Leonard was the smallish Amer­
ican • the gc’.d m the ogh.t wel­
terweight category at the '.9’6 games 

Tyrell Biggs. Mednck Taylor and 
Mirk Breland who defeated Nigeria's
Kc-; '.: n 

-cd
boxers’ rank. wmr.mg cries and making 
money Even if the money has not been 
coming m for Peter kor.yegwadwc 
(I9M silver roedaksl) and Isaac



• The price: Just a bit of it

'OLYMPICS

By Wale Akin Aina

41THE AFRI<

Olympu s He has since been captain of 
the I Tench national team to two World 
Cup finals. At 18, Hugo Sanchez was 
one of the goal poachers for Mexico at 
the 1976 Olympics Sanchez turned pro­
fessional there alter and was one of the 
Mar players in the 1986 World Cup.

Lev \ asin who was goalkeeper for 
Russia in the 195ft Olympics Soccer 
competition became the longest-serving 
goalkeeper tor Russia and was recently 
honoured by FIFA.

dollars. For the events, prices vary from 
three to 55 dollars depending on the 
mass appeal of the event.

Even at home, the Nigerian Televi­
sion Authority has been scouting for 
sponsors to bankroll its transmission of 
the games to the Nigerian audience. But 
the money being charged seems to have 
kept many away. NTA is asking for 
N200.000 each for the opening and clos­
ing ceremonies. Each of the group foot­
ball matches involving Nigeria will cost 
a sponsor N100.000 while the quarter 
finals can be sponsored at a cost of 
N120.000. The Semi-final and Third 
place matches arc pegged for spon­
sorship at N140.000 while the final 
match will cost a sponsor N160,000. 
Other matches and the review can be 
sponsored with N70.000 each.

Nigerians certainly* cannot contem­
plate missing the glamour of the games. 
But if it comes to that, it is just as well. 
For participants — athletes, organisa­
tions and countries alike — the Olym­
pics are much more than the games. The 
world’s most spectacular event is big 
business. It has a price tag.

By De bo A des Ina

Already, North Korea has pulled out 
of the Seoul Olympics protesting the 
allocation of only six of the 25 events of 
the games to it by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). Cuba, 
Ethiopia, Seychelles and Albania have 
also withdrawn in sympathy with the 
North Koreans. As at last week, it was 
not yet clear whether Madagascar 
would go for the games or join in the 
sympathy protest. If it does, only 160 
nations will be featuring for this year’s 
Olympics But as if to echo the words of 
Avery Brundage in 1972 after the mas­
sacre of members of the Israeli contin­
gent. the world insists that "The Games

I must go on.’’

< 1 AROIAN SEPTEMBER 19 |9XM

When Lawn Tennis was played as an 
exhibition game in the 1984 Olympics, 
Stefan Edberg and Steffi Graf (at 15) 
were top players. I hcy have since be­

come two ot the leading professionals in 
the game

Grand and expensive as the Olympics 
are. the games, when they arc well man­
aged can be a money-spinning venture. 
The Los Angeles games provides an in­
sight. Master-minded by Peter V. 
Ucbcroth. a profit of 215 million US 
dollars was generated in 1984.

A lot ot money has been sunk into the 
Seoul Oh mpics. And the Koreans claim 
profit is not the objective of their host­

ing the games. Even then, they are not 
pretending to hosting a free concert for 
the world. From all indications, efforts 
are being made to ensure, a well ba­
lanced book after the games. At the 
opening and closing ceremonies, a seat 
may cost the spectator as much as 200 
dollars. The cheapest will be taken at 40

offensive in Afghanistan. Thirty West­
ern nations followed the example of the 
Americans. In 1984. the Soviets retali­
ated when they refused to show up at 
the Los Angeles Olympics. The reasons 
ranged from "rude violations" of the 
Olympic charter to "anti-Soviet cam­
paign launched by reactionary circles in 
the United States". Soviet satellites, in­
cluding East Germany followed the 
USSR

Africa.
The admission of a South African 

contingent into the games now or in the 
future would result in more than half the 
world led by Africa, staying away from 
the games. This would not be the first 
time the spectre of racism has shown up 
at the Olympics. In 1936. Adolph Hitler 
had refused to acknowledge Jesse 
Owens who won four gold medals and 
shattered the myth of Aryan supremacy 
at the Berlin games. Three decades la­
ter amid threat of boycott by Blacks 
and Black nations. Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos gave their famous Black 
power salutes in demonstration against 
racism in America.

The Olympics has also had more than 
its fair share of boycott on grounds of 
ideological differences. Spain, Switzer­
land and the Netherlands withdrew 
from the game in 1956 to protest the 
crushing of an Hungarian revolt by the 
Soviet Union. In the same year, the 
Chinese waved goodbye to the games 
when the national flag of Taiwan was

In 1980. President Jimmy Carter for- I 
bade America’s participation in the I 
Moscow games to protest the Soviet
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ded
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t Its bxHISC 
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red or its
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The host flaunts an imnressrve sheet of sui
from 27 countries. The mmxw of that 
Game bolstered the confidence of 
South Korea

With the OhmpKs 
up this week. Seoul has put i 
perfect!) in order Moat serv 
Games wall either be in Sex' 
vicinity. Competitions tn 11 of the 23 
officiai sports wall take place either in 
the Seoul Sports Compkx or the Olym­
pic Park, both of *bch are kxated in 
South-eastern Seoul The mammoth 
Seoul complex completed tn 1<S* ocou- 
pies a land area of $45.000 sq metres In 
this complex is the Olympe stadram 
whose capacity of 100.003 pcnccs will 
cater for the opecmg and doszng cere- 
mor 
basl

/cresses
metre Olympic Park on the other hand, 
cvmpnu's a 6.000-c.ipaoty velodrome, 
three gvmnasnims for 2b.000 gynmans- 
ik> \ r. mg and weightlifting events. In 
addition, there arc an indoor swimming 
pod. iS hard tennis courts, alongside 
athletes and press villages.

I v.c ding from the vast Asian conti- 
k o netres, the Ko­

rean Pcnnisula has since 1948 been split
• •• i...- Kept c of Korea in tkb 

south and the Communist North Korea.
Taken as a whole, the Pcnnisula be- 

cause of its scenic mountains and nvers 
called by the Koreans the "land deco­

rated with golden embroidery." If 
South Korea hosts and successful!) 

’ — the 24th Olympiad. October 2.
s imagery of gold would no longer 

a powerful global

| SEC
■J OR South Kor 
■ Olympiad some < 
manifest destiny.' 
age annual growth rate of 8 8 per cent 
for the past 20 years and a 1987 Gross 
Domestic Product of SI 19 billion, South 
Korea was generally au. 
fastest growing economy 
last year. Even so. the 
Korea, ranked 15th amor 
most technologically a-.____
tries is already pursuing, with a 
mindedness of purpose .if ‘ 
to be grouped among the r ..

The only serious political dra 
however, was that the Republic___
divided nation. South Korea, happily 
with its economic clout, overcame this 
obstacle on September 30.1981. At the 
84th general convention of the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) in 
Baden-Baden, West-Germany, Seoul, 
the South Korean cpital got an over­
whelming vote of 52 to 27 to wrench the 
hosting of the 24th Olympiad from the 
Japanese city of Nagoya.

Since then, the South Koreans, whose 
41 million citizens, could be regarded 
along with their Japanese cousins as the 
busy ants of Asia have put in virtually 
everything to ensure the success of the 
games. With 161 out of the 167 member­
nations already agreed to attend and 
billing of 13,000 athletes and sports offi­
cials, the 24th Seoul Olympiad will be 
the largest in the history of the Games 
so far. From these countries, some 
14,000 journalists and 250,000 tourists 
are expected to pour into South Korea.

The Republic, however, is one of the 
first to concede the enormous advan­
tages the Games will bnng. Even 
though it is the wish of South Korea to 
use the Games "to help build a peaceful 
world", the Seoul Olympic Committee 
admitted that among other things, "the 
Games will stimulate economic de­
velopment." According to the commit­
tee. “the business of pFannmg and pro­
ducing such a grand event brings with it 
many demanding precedents that will 
inspire Korea to produce more and bet­
ter goods, introducing new technology 
and improving the old."

As a test case of its ability to host the 
1988 Olympiad, Korea had the Seoul 
Asian Games in 1986: the largest Asiad 
ever, which attracted 4.800 athletes

goldv.. 
:a hosts

t<» tor me opeemf and desmg cere £4th oiyn
inies It also has r»v gymrusnum for ‘ »f-1Cn its imagery of gol----------- j.
sketball and boxing. a* as an m- I be -

door swinmmt pwi. basketball park | v.atcmcnt that wx-mld add yet another to 
and a wara-up field The 2.908 J00 sq | its economic laurels■

ma. hosting the1 
day was a kind of 

With a dizzy ing aver- 
th rate of 8.8 per 

its and a 1987 G
11-’ uiiuun, ovum 
reclaimed as the 

m the world 
Republic of 

nong the world’s 
advanced coun- 

. g. with a smglc- 
” it ultimate goal 
.he top ten.

*’Heal drawback, 
lie was a
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Society
SPORTS

•■•HE Kid dynamite The 
monster. Iron Fist or 

Iron Mike Tyson. These are 
just a few of the nicknames 
Mike Tyson. the 
heavyweight boxing 
champion of the world, has 
garnered from boxing 
buffs in then bid to get a 
catch-all description of 
him.

For someone whose per- 
*-------- e in the

has prompt 
oping for tin 
.Ives and \ 

to

his right arm

Tongues were still wag­
ging on Tyson s mission at 
such early hours of the day 
on a stie.et reputed to be a 

die riruQ traH»ckers' den when
he drove himself to a crash through

yet to meet 
match in the 
may explai" 

11 drawn to G>v 
remains

Iff MRU

(relho-hoy I r son < <tn I Jimi a soothing rhythm with

1GI” * ^SOn' ^,l11 ^rawn t0 the streets

loyal to his roots, 
been taken out of tl 
to but the ghetto 

•rtainly thrives in him. And : 
and he has returned from time 

has brutally demonstrated time to the familiar turf 
this in all his appearances street brawls, 
in the ring against the best On August 28. Tyson ex­
in the ait. ploded on 125th Street scious.

against old rival and fel­
low street thug. Mitch 
"Blood" Green in what 
amounted to their second 
bout. The first had taken 
place in the ring at New 
Yorks Madison " 
Garden in 1986. Tyson woi 
the fight on points g.« 
Green is today one c' 
few boxers who have so f<_. 
gone the distance with the 
Kid Dynamite At 4 a.m. in 
the dingy alleys 
York two weeks c 
rules belonged to tl 

•t into a money-bag, and after the c 
owning multi million del- brawl. Green hc_  
lai mansion ; and cars. But battered and his left < 
all the glamour of the high closed while Tyson br< 
society notwithstanding, 
the pull to the • Ire* is lor 
him as strong 
Perhaps, lie has 1 
a satisfying 
ring. This i 
why he is still 
streets, why he

hospitalalte" York

iy to hold

"h° - ^>0^9

treated Tv J "*e ’lo?5' Rn

SSW 
succee^"

on Sunday. September 4. put {Jk \
Tyson hit his head against aside h 1
the windscreen after his 1S itc^i

rammed into a tree Says k f

....... SsSM'S
. He has 
the ghet- 
tto still 
uu so he car rammed into a tree 

to near his training camp >n 
of New York. Tyson suffered 

his first "knock-out” as he 
was picked up uncon- 

s. The accident, 
now confirmed, will c 
his scheduled title del 
in London against Brit 
Frank Bruno in Oct 
Says Terry Lawle 

. no’s manager, of I
Square deni: "Il only goes ,

won that Tyson is human and So fQ
 and can be knocked out even it of pi ’ 
of the it took a tree to do it And \

»•=>-'far Tyson's assistant mana- betts^h^J
ger. Steven Loll, however dest/

... believes "the tree also took n by
of New a 10-count”, an apparent

ago. the reference to Tyson's power V
the street and his confidence that th® tirg,?

one-minute accident would not aH®cl Prokg 
lad his face his ward's performance witk^v^kx?

eye against Bruno. "Mike”, h® to ?
roke says, "abhors the idea ©J 

losing. Thai would lasjVyk VXkT\ \ 
worse than 100 car crashes co„ !lX,l\ 

humiliation." u {• Vy V'3

22°Sro?°hS°?i 
don. Though Tyson went 
.1 a precautionarY

lormance in the roped 
square has prompted so 
much groping for the right 
superlatives and who has 
confessed to having a 
"very violent nature" 
Tyson's awesome image is 
already taking on the air of 
legend.

He is one boxer for who™ 
fighting in the ropeu 
square is an opportunity to 
give free reign to his vio­
lent nature.

Mike Tyson is cer 
bound to violence

.u.wlly c 
i all his 
ring against the 
art.

If the late Cus D'Amato, 
the sagely boxing trainer, 
had not taken him out of 
the Reformatory on Cats­
kill Mountains in New 
York. Tyson would still 
have found vent lor his vio­
lent nature Indeed, ho got 
into the Reformatory by 
mugging and robbing on 
the ; treets of New York 
whore as one of the mean 
guys, he put many souls to 
grief.

But Tyson has meta­
morphosed from the pick 
pocket into a money-bag.

Ilion dol- 
cars. But
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A dish in the shy
menu

B-npiyg to hlon

in some 
hyngle 
r-General 
’vision 1  

y ’NTA). welcomes the 
lea of people having a

mum of
Prcsp 

may. 
frcm DBN’s 
the asser

D viewers soon to savour a rich 
of programmes.

ci a
XX ro 

i*. the 
r.ce ci 
Sonny 

■-ear-c.d
Adun. 

that the 
are not high. 

» that DBN would 
> catering to. the 
of an elite class, 

ents who can- 
idividual dis- 
llectively cwn

’1 be  
dish agai 

Adun recon 
prey” 
wc

quirements. For instance 
while Britain uses dishes 
of 1.5 metre in diameter 

.□would need a mini- 
of 5m 
jpective dish 

however. 
N s involve 
imbling ct dishes

pira- 
own- 

the movies mo- 
bn tertainment 

h*adr. fBET/. ............
Sports Programme ho' 
work 'ESPNi 24 hours 
sports; Sky channel and 
Show time, a iiour 
movie channel Apparent 
ly. dish owners n!« in fora 
swell treat. With America 
in their living rooms, there 

t be much "checking 
out" to do Right?

By John

artful dod' 
knocking 

nnst a 
course • 
irogra^r;.. 
rorks.
 The satellite dishes 

latic trend has however, been 
US frowned at in some quar- 

zone of televi- ters. Mr Shyngle Wigwe. 
-1 town. Prog- the Director-General of the in 

rammes reception by indi- Nigeria Television Author- canJ 
viducls would become llY (NTA). v 
possible only with the pay- idez z‘ ^zz~t

an c 
serv.re charge 
Interested five 
r-dicitkel.. _ . 
a* on ar. a N1CCN N oga Hil- 
““ a. would receive

- -f **1 daily per hotel
- Dish owners reluc- 

s-bsenbe to DBN
Id have the.r reception and 
CNN’s programmes 

scrcrr.n.ea from the Atlan­
ta Network

B-t DBN subscribers 
wcu.d be equipped with a 
decoder *o mare reception 
accessible If DBN cur< 
this plan of checking 
cy into motion, dish 
ers who want to play 

fger, would 
then

t wall Then only 
would be the 

rammes of other net-

annual N50.000 ch. i< e of programmes But 
fee to DBN. he believes a wide spread 
 star hotels use cf dishes portends 

Laac-r. Sher- an:. -
ONNogaHil- of colonial experienci 

albeit remotely controlled 
DEN. however, is quick to 
counter that "We will. also, 
regularly package news 
and activities about Niger­
ia which CNN would bean 
worldwide

To a large extent. DEN 
epfx-arr. to be sitting pret­
ty. Before the year s end. 
the company hopes to se­

re the rights to 5 other 
cable channels Home Bor 
Office fHBO). 24 hours of 

tly. Black Er
Television 

Entertainment 
Programme
;pNz

WT may soon become 
JLfashionable for more 
Lagos homes to switch on ...  
their television sets, and Nigeria 
probably receive the greet­
ing "Good morning. 
America." The programme 
is one. among others, 
which viewers will have the 
opportunity of receiving 
from the US, via satellite 
transmission. But to be 
able to receive such prog­
rammes requires a satel­
lite antenna, a curved 
dish-like receptor. At pre­
sent. only a priviledged 
few can afford a satellite 
dish which costs a bomb.

Degue Broadcasting Net­
work (DBNL a wholly in­
digenous media organisa­
tion, however appears set 
to upstage the elitist club 
of "dish" owners. A suc­
cessful wrapping up of a 
N4.2 million deal, would 
—•••«* ru-M m n ----------i-----------L.

programmes of _
work News (CNN>. owned 
by Turner Broadcasting in 
the United States.

The Atlanta-based CNN is 
aided in beaming its prog­
rammes worldwide by « 
lease of the 
government-owned Armed 
Forces Radio and Televi­
sion Satellite (AFRTS). Re­
ception of CNN’s program­
mes in Nigeria by indi­
vidual dish owners are 
claimed to be illegal, as 
this is being done without 
CNN’s authorisation. To 
protect its franchise. DBN 
has sounded a warning 
bell against the continued 
piracy of CNN’s prog­
rammes.

Through the technical 
co-operation of Hero com­
munications, based in  „
Miami. US. DBN will de- sion’s tinsel 
sign and manufacture dis­
hes to suit Nigeria’s geog­
raphical and climatic re-

I
give DBN a 2-year franchise 1 
to solely distribute the 
programmes of Cable Net *

"Our disk* 
little as k 
- Ntt.COO 
average 
N100.000

cte

“es 
bet

against 
market pru 
. explains S

DBNs 32-y< 
. Executive, 

who believes 
prices 
assures 
not be 
tastes c  _. 
"Estate resider “ ■ v 
not afford ind  
hes could collect/.cl, . 
one. Cables would 
piped from a central <  
into their homes", Adun 
says.

Doling out N50.000 for a 
dish would not, however, 
grant owners automc 
visa entry into the 
dominated
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By Omotayo Afolabl with 
reports from Chinwe Oluoha

male- 
; has 

to sports, 
mth's Oba 
series, fair- 

Oranyeli.

iny 
iman'i 
Okafor 
Her 

her

i can do also 1 
the brick- Durinc 
teir plod- 
id and co­

nation's 
"Our 

't per- 
:t lazy 

ps lyabo. She was 
id from * *

b enia

"* low hair i
wk manly.
my identity aftf 
unter with m” f

1 mistress.
-- J >edP’ ’

hop is  
sf acid, vehicle 
various hard- 

ngine oil. 
einisos is 
o spill of hor

the formance
from the other

i early ory of 
brick- terY

a long
proudly to

, Beverton .
)koya street criminatior 

rhose

3 hawks news­
papers and magazines. A 
school certificate holder, 
Philomina says: ’’I used to 
wear trousers and main­
tain a low hair cut in order 

look manly. But I later 
kept my identity after an 

Bu. .he da^ TachTng S"*ST 

backaches are teacher advised Philomina 
not to feel embarrassed ab- 

’cing newspapers 
living.

/^l.UMAROKUN Street is ing. Reflecting 
Vn busy street in the choice (she r. 
h igh density M. 
o:1 Lagos. The -• 
row gutter-lined 
congested with 
trading shops, i 
some of the 
houses are displayc 
rious wares, while 
have sewing 
printing and 
shops. In

call Ohirin 
'female battery 
knows of no oth< 
in the trade, fifteen year 
ago, she had a choice be 
tween two occupations — 
sewing and battery charg- day.

arms and 
gone.
 Having mastered the out hawkii

m, she car- rigours of the trade, to earn a 1 
blocks to Adeyemi now has three 

apprentices learning the 
trade in her workshop. She

have to coj 
occupat 
Muibati 
come coarse, nere , 

inn. ™Tbers. 8 blisters dui
I years of 1

..3 weight of —  
* • have also taken a toll on 

rs and back.

Oranyeli 
at ~ 

.united.
Women newspaper ven­

dors are not a common 
’ the situa- 

--------------  —  of tion is certainly changing, 
with whom she has three seven, she admits feeling Considering the strain of 
children, is one of the in- in tbe job but sa* the job. many think it's 
creasing number of women »n«s tbe on]y way j can sug_ hardly a woman s beat. But 
who are taking to odd jobs tajn my children" Philomina Okafor thinks
.-jobs formerly exclusive These womeninoddjob3 otherwise. Her itinerary 

lyabo Dargriola loaves AazS pa^'o. Su^Te».

■ imoalS.30a.m. everyday occupational hazards. where she ■ ■
and heads lor a construe Muibatu s palms have be- „„d

client arrives with a tionsite in Ajegunle where 
lory seeking to she sweats to earn a living 
workshop's prop- Once at the site. lyabo ties 

1 ’ *' her wrapper tightly round
waist, knotting its 

ends.

Conductress on duty: No disguise 

’ Her colleague, Bisi now spends less time 
j Taidi, dressed similarly, handling acid. Her per­

recalls that they were the formance has brought
1 butt of crude jibes from the other rewards. As secret­

male workers in the early ary of the Lagos State Bat- 
days. But the lady brick- terY Chargers Co­
layers have come a long operative Union. Muibatu 
way. Bisi points proudly to saYs she has "never ex- 
the four-storey Beverton perienced any form of dis- 
Hotel, along Okoya street crimination from the men. I 
in Ajegunle, to whose con- always lake part 
struction they contributed, decision-making.” 
While Adeyemi took to The exploring of i 
acid and batteries to prove dominated terrains 
that what men can do also extended t 
women can too, the brick- During last moi 
layers blame their plod- Akran football st 

o street s nar- are commonly found in the ding about in sand and ce- skinned Bright ---- * —
nod stretch is sewing business, but my ment on the nation's w“°..is "«azY about foot- 

numerous work is new to them". slumbering economy. "Our ba" ■ officiated as a 
In front of Muibatu’s workshop is present state doesn't per- lineswoman." A member 

huddled always busy as her cus- mit women to select lazy Lagos State Referees 
red va- tomers line up with their jobs," says lyabo. She was Society. Oranyelj is a 
others batteries. She is satisfied retrenched from a bake™ secretary at Guinness 

institutes, with her success which is where she worked as a pan 
electronics because "I work Patiently cleaner Bus conductrece

shops. In the midst of the wit’ *
clatter of machines, frying teries". 
of plantain ar.J L-un !*J 
calces, is a little workshop 
adjoined to a bungalow. 
The workshop is littered 
with kegs of 
batteries various hard- - jobs lormeny excras.ve Those women in odd jobs

'°IyaZ Dargriola leave, ’
blackened by the spill al homoatS 30a.m. everyday Muih^|u s j _ 
en.,,"., oil. and heads lor a'construe- come sho ako rfi

A chon arrives with a bon site in A)egunle whore members su(feri frora 
faulty battery seeking to she sweats to cam a living. ... dur;nn the earlv find the workshop's prop- Once at the site. lyabo ties .Ihe ®"ly
notor But a lady. Muibatu hor wrapper tightly round Y  training. The 
Adeyemi. comes out clad hor waist, knotting its weight of the batteries to 1< 
in an oil-soiled overall to loose ends. A scarf is have also tak 
offer aesintance. Muibatu. bound around her hair, her shoulders 
whoso customers fondly This little ritual signifies 

ii z-»i battery the start of work. Says 
charger), iyabo: "It is strenuous but I 

lor woman have to survive". A widow 
irn with two childrei 
>e- rie3 about 100

earn N10 at the end of the

always  
decision-makii

The exp  
dominated t:

2” 12.-,. on the that what men can do a^s° extender
ui iho choice she eventually women can too, the brick- During

Mushin area made, she savs. "Women layers blame their plod- Akran foot
are commonly found in the ding about in sand and ce- skinned £
sewing business, but my ment on the nation's who. is "crazy-------- --
work is new to them". slumbering economy. "Our ba“ ■ officiated as

□nt of Muibatu’s workshop is present state doesn't per- "lineswoman." A mei 
ddled always busy' as her cus- mit women to select lazy o* the Lagos State Refe 

’ tomers line up with their jobs," says lyabo. She was Society.
batteries. She is satisfied retrenched from a bakery secretary 

th her success which is where she worked as a pan *
jeause "I wo.rk patiently cleaner. Bus conductress 
ith care on the faulty bat- Ngozi Edabor operates be- 

nes, trying leiies". Muibatu, who is tween Mile 2 bus stop  ’ 
rnd bean married to a draughtsman Lagos Island. A mother _ 

with whom she has three seven, she admits feeling 
children, is one of the in- in the job but 
creasing number of women »t»'o ikn «„i„ t
who are takii

_  d
• Muibatu: Satisfied as n successful battery chargor

The women 
are coming
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A secret passion
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Society

Unconventional 
WOi-feS

• Etteh. O'd hand in the 

beauty wO’td

'riainmenl; 
audience

of? 
am

c
mens islamic hoi 
na's 
with death 
sition in h ii 
gene a step I 
na's switch 
sees him i 
hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church.

But that's not all. He also 
believes in the philosopy 
of the absurd. That is why 
his first set of experimental 
plays are created to 
"shock" his audience. And 
by so doing., the plays 
"arouse the consciousness 
against the absurdity."

Since 1983, Oieifo has 
been teaching *' 
at the Auchi I

God in Islam and Xtiaruty

Last Saturday, he was 
' ’ co-adjulot 

Ijobu-Ode 
catholic diocese He. 
however, doesn’t r-ee his 
renouncing Islam 
clean break from *ni

....... ................._J Ge 
a» a moslem. God 
working in my life.‘‘Am 
still gives praises I 
late father lor prov 
that "sound reli 
foundation "

meant tor ent®: 
but to set I h«9 
thinking.

Switch in faith
• HANGING faith uni 
^exactly a novelty But 
Nigeria:- Mhert AyWt 

lashina. 49. ther® s a little ■ 
extra. Nutu red in a polyga-

^...1. home. Facbi- 
"tra umatic” brush 

led to the trai­
ls life. And he's 

further. Fashi-
> in faith new 
rising in the

of the Romas

1 m the beautv wcrid.* 
has three ether ccm- 

iies under her wings 
wjme ct her employees are 
men and she admits that 
it's net too e 
place where v

’person's
C.___  shevr

harder 
keep things going ' she 
says. Besides that. Helen 
adds Im a bull whe 
keepshitting' in ref 
to her zodiac sign 7

identified ar. a teacher. "I ------ — -
gto more a writer than a consecrated the 
teacher" he muses. So iar. bishop of the 
he has three plays Pared catholic diocese 
for Sacrifice. TheMissing however, doesn’t ree 
Dreams and One Day n^xt renouncing Islam as a 
Month to his credit. His clean br«’ak horn 'nis pc- 
next collection 'this time, rent’s religion. To him It «C 

’ poems). Flames ci tears "continuum because even 
rd other poems is ex- as a moslem God we

pectea on the bookshelves w’7kinc? in my life.“Andh» 
next month. *”u gives praises to his

Litre the first set of plays. ,<3*- father for providing 
the poems explore the that 'sound religious 

.___  ___ ervant garde gears of litera-
j Media Arts ture. They all deviate from 

_____ Polytechnic, the conventiona l patterns
But he does not want to be _Besides, they are not__ Dili Ojukwu

fit I 33. Humphrey O>ifo, 
*•13 a master of tu fete. 
This explains why he 
neither believes in lack 
nor in the stars. On the 
contrary he believes in 
hardwork.

GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER IV. 1«

•JPELEN Etteh’s passion 
**for songs as a young 
girl earned her the nick­
name of "Shapiro", alter 
the American singer Helen 
Shapiro. But unknown to 

v her classmates Helen had 
another secret passion for 
designing dresses and 
beauty care Though the 
songs came to a halt, the 
nick name of Shapiro" 
stuck. And so did the zeal 
to be a beautician Today 
Helen's youthful fancy — 
beauty parlour — goes by 
the name ’ Shapiro". 
Cosmetics apart. Helen 
says that "smiling" is 
another recipe for beauty 
"Frowning causes wrink­
les earlier than they fcancj 
should appear." she notes. ajSQ , 
Helen is sure Nigerian pan. 
women can match their 
European counterparts 
when it comes to looking 
alter their bodies But she 
cautions that "one shouldn't 
copy another r 
mode of dressing because 
we all don’t have the same 
features."

Helen who likes to de­
scribe herself as an old



Wasted society in colours
Oguibe joins the attacks
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Nig 
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I
EXHIBITION

reckless
lumamty. • Potrait of the artist

on the generation

lat best represents 
tied artist's mind is 

trail of the Artist," a 
j etching, where an 
■»arently overburdened 
1 overwhelmed artist is 
jed with only two 
•motives. Either he 

bursts through the barbs

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER I*' I*"'*

• Image of tho beast 

mors, to record the 
bloodied themes of the 24- 
year old artist

Refusing to be tethered 
by decorum, the artist, 
feeling too encumbered 

J engrossed by what he 
>s in his society, forgets.
mo own statement, to 
i the comb through his 

.._ir right from the early 
t?ps the eighties. Now. he flaunts a 
irt con- heaving dreadlock re- 

one miniscent of rastafanans 
to the other. and hippies who but seek
what does the eye fulfilment in their restless 

and often limos 
denunciation of hi

To present succinctly his 
state of mind. Oguibe pa­
rades at the exhibition, a 
gamut ol foreboding 
themes like: "First Vision 
of tho Butcherbird," 

, , "Mother with a Dead
lory and real- chj|d "Waiting tor the 

ro, ,*ia’ Unknown.” "an Image of 
-n the Beast."

naw on a visit, become in 
an untitled oil work dated 
1987. a load loo heavy to . 
make the neck disappear ,nG 
into tho chest cavity. The aPPai 
brush strokes dexterously anc* 0 
transform the rough lines ca9‘ 
into heaves and swells; altei 
into angry tides and

that confine him and be unbind me. 
bloodied, or take the way prodigal...” 
of the hangman, the noose seminal 
of which beckons over- celebration 
head. belongs

To Oguibe the theme of latitudes 
an art piece dictates the ated. 
medium and the call of im 
inediacy and spontaneity 
of creation dictates the col­
our. Though this concept 
sometimes robs the works 
of titles, it bestows on the 
reviewer the benefit of un­
hindered interpretation 

What appears, however, 
to be a chink in Oguibe's 
work is his lack of contrari 
ness. He sees his self-

At the end. Alhaji Shehu 
Musa, Makama Nupe, the 
American Ambassador to 
Nigeria. Princeton Lyman. 
Major General Omu and 
the throng of other art lov­
ers were not in doubt that 
Oguibe who lectures fine 
art at the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka has ar­
rived.

By Humphrey Bekaren

appointed mission, the 
pictorial and emotional, 
only on the grimness of de­
pravity. The only ray of 
hope, a tiny drop of green­
ery in an overwhelming 
mass of colours of death 
and waste, as in "A Speck 
of Green” becomes the 
widow's mite preferred by 
an unwilling hand. Can 
the “speck of green," a sign 
of regeneration, survive? 
This becomes the worry.

Short of any comforting 
aspect. Oguibe's works are 
songs of pains and tears 
No laughter, no relief ol a 
beautiful countryside, no 
idealistic relationships, no 
dreams. The deep 
metaphors with which he 
ensconces his work must 
have done him m. His de­
parture from painting the 
mundane, the expected 
and the obvious like the 
beggar on the street cor­
ner. the molue with over­
spilling passengers, 
Ogbete market's recurring 
fire mishaps, though com­
mendable, is equally in­
hibiting. The artist's hal­
lowed metaphors become 
esoteric, bordering instead 
on evangelistic eccen- 
tricism.

This is the poir 
one begins to thu 

I patron .saint of the exhibi­
tion, Christopher Okigbo 
of evergreen 
memories whose
Path of Thunder
unbind me. let me be the 

forms the 
theme of the 

And Okigbo 
to the sublimal 
of only the initi-

>int where 
ink of the

exh
Oku 

poetic 
e poem. 
"...Earth,

V IKE tho enraptured and 
ftjsensuous lover, Olu 
Oguibo's "...unbind me" 
art exhibition, which 
opened from August 31 Io 
September 4, at Didi 
Museum, on Victoria Is­
land. Lagos. beckons 
seductively to a self­
denuded society to be 
ravished and consum­
mated. But is the title of the 
exhibition not as deceptive 
as a genoration-old 
offended lover trying 
under the cloak of an irres­
istible temptation at 
vengeance?

Afterall, on a closer look, 
the forty eight art pieces on 
exhibition are no less forty 
eight fiery fireballs hauled 
at a beleaguered genera­
tion whose first name has 
become "waste" following 
the Soyinka tradition of 
attack. And like the sweet- 
tongued infatuated lover and en 
bent on mischief, Oguibe's sees in 
works are finely dressed in in his 
tho alluring media of water run 
colour, oil. acquatint and hair 
line-etching that keep 
hungry eye of the ar. 
eisseur roving from 
work to the othor

But i  
see? Pictorial metaphors 
packaged in angry shouts 
in the manner of tho box­
er’s straight righthand 
punches to the psycholo­
gical jaw ol a failing socie­
ty. Oguibo paints an ago 
burdened by stone-loads ol 
crippling problems. Well 
baked in histc 1 ’
ity tho array  
abound in Abeokuta in 
Ogun State which Oguibe 

risit, become in 
j oil work dated 

load loo heavy to 
neck disappear 

:hest cavity. The 
cterously 
gh lines

»wel.~, 
id tre-



KASKONING ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS (NIGERIA) LTD.
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The Netherlands/ Nigeria: 
Partners in trade

- Economy
- Sociology
- Agriculture
- Hydraulic Engineering
- River Engineering
- Civil Engineering
- Port, Roads and Transport 
Engineering

- Irrigation and drainage
- Environmental and 

Sanitary Engineering
- Building Technology

* STUDIES
* DESIGNS
* TENDERDOCUMENTS
* SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION
* MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE

■ Cl.

tot 
less

Kano
P.O. Box 973
98 Lamido Crescent
Telephone 623515

Ber en Dalseweg Gl-81 
p.o. box 151 
6500 AD Nijimegen 
the Netherlands

The company's executive director says Tlu group only 
helps Van Leer companies in other countries to solve the 
problem" Van Leer Group's products are steel containers, 
fibre containers, plastic containers closures, among 
others

VM Lcct (MM ot the Van I cot <ompanii'
produces steel drums, for local consumption “We have 
been in Nigeria tor a longtime', said Mr Burg However. 
Van Leer in Nigeria is planning to go into manufacturing of 
plastic containers, so as to complement its core business 
which has been in continuous decline over the years

By Tony Arowoic

Lagos
P.O. Box 4160
239 B Kolb Abayomi Road 
Victoria Island
Telex 22511 hasko ng 
Telephone 617028 
Fax (1)619020

iRedecS) HASKONING
Royal Dutch ConsultinR Enpneeni 
and Architects

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER 1". IW

phone(U8O)22 80 15 
telex 48015 tiask nl 
fax f080) 23 93 46

• uca-i Bate. Ngenan Ambassador • Leon P J Ma/airac Ambasaa- 
13 The a- domes my Ob' o* The Netherlands m Ntjena
N*r S3 crese awa-p-v's I trymg to see the rw*»- 
rvx Duen atKur Ntgenans tab&t of Nigerian tumthre « 
am Mpran peicucts The Netherlands

Haskoning
To the Deputv Managing Director of Haskoning. 

Nigeria. Professor Ir Brower the way consultancy is being 
practised in Nigeria falls short of high professional stan­
dards. Though the Professor's comment came before 
Bagauda dam disasters, the Professor believes that many 
consultants in Nigeria are operating only to win contracts. 
“They (Consultants) are ready to quote below normal rates 
just to win contract It is a popular opinion that Nigeria 
would not have experienced any Hood disasters in recent 
times had it listened to the advice of experts.

Haskoning is one of such experienced firms that have 
not only advised but analysed and presented papers on such 
areas that are prone to flood disaster in Nigeria.
Van Leer

With its interests scattered in 30 countries around the 
world. Van Leer has continued to provide the world with its 
variety of packaging product1.. The company's belief tn the 
prospects of packaging industry is one of strong consrctroo. 
“In 1987, the group continued with high capita) investment 
profile in its core business and this reflects our belief that 
prospects in the packaging industry arc good".To assist \ in 
Leer achieve its investment last year, a total contribution of 
30 million dutch guilders worth of capital was made avail­
able by the shareholders and some of its ncn-core business 
activities were sold out



Win one, lose one

Bank,

of Nigeria

By Herbert Ojoh
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i that some lawyers 
lie.

ing - 
indc - 
batiK 
nc' 
prove

i a result of un- 
ign Exchange 
linking system, 

about settling foreign 
Then the CBN 
tic formula that 
I all narti

■ rates for lettci 
ra started sun

Even as lawyers agree that such cases 
could be lost or won on technical or 
other grounds, they also question the 
wisdom of assuming that a persuasive 
precedence could be binding on another 
High Court. For instance, while deci­
sions may be binding on other lower 
courts, only decisions of Courts of 
Appeal and the Supreme Court arc 
binding on High Courts.

However, the First Bank advertise­
ment may be aiming for a different audi­
ence: its numerous importing customers

First Bank in a legal tangle
■•"HE banking world is a jungle where 
1 only the strong survive — in the 

long run. But even so, First Bank, 
Nigeria’s biggest bank knows when it 
has to run for it. Presumably informed 
by the survival instinct, the bank, few 
weeks back, went to the public with a 
splash of conspicuous adverts announc­
ing its victory in Ircdia vs First Bank 
Nigeria Limited in Justice J.A.P. Oki’s 
court in Benin. Perhaps, serving as a- 
notice to other intending litigants, the 
advertisment subtly hinted, in a 
euphoric tone that the case has over­
turned an earlier case involving First 
Bank and Doyin Investments Nigeria 
Limited in which the bank lost.

In the advertisments announcing 
Oki’s judgement. First Bank jubilantly 
informs the public that, "The Honour­
able Chief Judge who had refused to 
follow the judgement of a Lagos High 
Court in the case of Doyin Investments 
Limited against the same bank, reiter­
ated in his judgement the fact that the 
delay in obtaining foreign exchange 
from the Central Bank by First Bank 
Was due to Central Bank's difficulty iq 
procuring foreign exchange in Nigeria.’’ 
This, according to the judge, was a diffi­
culty affecting ‘transactions in all banks 
in Nigeria'/ Behind this euphoria, 
however. First Bank may not have given 
out enough information to the public to 
understand the Doyin case.

When the Central Bank c' *■' u - 
withdrew over N5.6 billion naira that 
accumulated in banks as i 
met prc-SFEM Forcig 
transactions -from the ba 
banks were jittery alx 
exchange shortfalls, 
came up with the magi.
Seems to have satisfied all parties: dif­
ferentials in exchange rates for letters of 
credit when the naira started sinking 
would be shared by the CBN. the banks 
and their customers 
thought that the arrangem* 
and square. Now some t« 
may be making------
look beyond the fine prints of legal con­
tracts binding them and the banks in 
search of relief.

That is what Doyin Investments Li­
mited did by taking First Bank to court 
for negligence and not to claim on short­
falls resulting from CBN guidelines 
Prince Samuel Adcdoyin. Chairman

during the import licence regime. The 
Doyin case was a consolidated case in­
volving six companies which in the end 
might cost the bank a whopping N3 mil­
lion, plus legal and administrative 
headaches. The Iredia case was for 
N410,353.55. If the foul up of Doyin 
papers was not an isolated case, it would 
seem that it could open up a pandora’s 
box — a problem the bank would be 
hard put to contain.

Chief Ogunsanya says that the adver­
tisement may have been placed to dis- 
uade customers, most of whom have 
different problems, from taking advan­
tage of Doyin’s case to join the band­
wagon. l hey may do so, but perhaps 
not before Doyin vs First Bank is even- 
ually fully tested at the Supreme 
Court — a situation **"* ’
say may be inevitable

Already the parties are on their way. 
Having applied to the High Court for a 
break without success. First Bank has 
gone to the Court of Appeal for a stay 
of execution until after the case has 
been heard at the Appeal Court. But 
even as First Bank fights back, the 
"elephant" is not making things easier 
for customers, and the public. Alhaji O. 
Afiiwape, First Bank’s Acting Deputy 
General Manager (Legal) says he does 
not know the facts of the two cases and 
so would not comment. Nor would the 
bank’s spokesman.

Be that as it may, there could be far 
reaching fallouts from the Doyin case. 
For one thing, if the bank is not able to 
fight its way through, it may face stagger­
ing losses. That is, if Doyin is not an 
isolated case. Also the bank may well 
lose substantial important customers to 
other banks. Doyin is believed to have 
withdrawn its account already. Howev­
er, not all First Bank customers have 
Doyin’s resources and the “elephant’’ 
still commands an enviable financial 
might.

and Managing Director of the 
company said: “We did not 
query the authority of the 
CBN. We are saying that 
First Bank was not pipelining 
our documents within the 
time specified by the CBN 
regulations. That is whpt we 
challenged and won." • Oluwole Adeosun, MD First Bank's ■' A dicey affair

Before a 1-agos State High Court Judge, 
Justice A. B. Adcniji, it would appear 
that First Bank did not quite meet its 
own end of the bargain. For example, a. 
letter of credit for 6.8 million Japanese 
Yen for which Doyin Investment sub­
mitted a bill of entry to First Bank on 
August 28, 1985 should have reached 
the CBN 21 days later. The document 
got to CBN on September 26,1986, the 
date SFEM kicked off and 393 days af­
ter it was due. By then the fluctuation in 
foreign exchange rate had meant some 
N47.227 in additional shortfall caused 
by the long delay. For a US $122,086 
letter of credit the company raked in 
some 511 days’ delay and N95,650 in 
charges.

BAf HEN. however, another custom- 
WW er to the bank, S. A. Iredia, Sole 
Proprietor of Sadia Fishing Industries, 
took First Bank to court, ne lost. But 
were both cases identical? Lawyers say 
no. Chief Adcbayo Ogunsanya (SAN), 
of Ogunsanya and Company, and 
Doyin’s Lawyer said that in the Iredia 
case, the plaintiff contested the right of 
First Bank to debit its account with 
shortfalls under the conditions for open­
ing letters of credit. In his words "this 

demnity could be relied upon by the 
ink against the plaintiff where no 

icgligcncc is alleged or if alleged is not 
noved against the bank.”

Every oody 
nent was fair 
technicalities 

some smart importers
print 
and



Pains of freshness
Employers go for experienced personnel
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National Bank of Nigeria (NBN; agrees 
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their existing pc- • -» 
been on the rank* f v 
general managers and*cr 
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■\. however.

k •.< I of benefits

A not he t er'■!.(><>f |un >ii.11 i atch- 
• f Hua of i mp|o\■ i pt nvr.dlv arc 

•tnpukr scicntr-t- \lth> «r>-fi its de- 
jfid has n«»t rc • In 'I a i ri tendo. ex- 

j pert* believe thai as the economy he- 
" orc complex, more of them 

demanded !■• resolve certain

ie junior
;.«U> to

can only be achieved by managers 
who feel g< ......................
as then iobs ;i »,v' >\ ,
blc withv'ut (he right rewards 
Although firms surplv refer to salaries 
offered these executives as attractive 
reliable sources have it that chief cxccu- 

'agers <n the manu- 
l-rcd with salancs

1 • • N* • •
in agpe- 

. <n-

tives and senior mar. 
factunng sector arc I 
tn the region of 
per annum respectively with j 
gate allowance of atv_: NI5< 
eluding company furnished 
modatioo.anonf ethers .wb: 
managers get txiwccN_* 
N.*’1 h « p\;r a~r_~ and ..a 
about NI2.0UO

Ifthemanu . 
poaching, the b • 
font Theadvcrt. •-a-.v rew hink» 
in the last two year* - ■ - - ' apparent 
training fact : r • r ..es emphasis

■

as «. .• .. . ■ t» xtheestab shed 
banks by these re* bark* Since sen

ETTING a top paving job in Niger 
ia is not new s any more it is how ex • 

er a mirage that continues to recede the 
more one hunts for it. Too bad for new 
graduates and younger people but a 
haven created by the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme (SAP), for the experi­
enced near-middle age to middle age 
executives. For Alfred Itu.i it was four 
years of earth crushing trek from one 
industry to another in search of employ • 
ment after leaving the University of 
Calabar. But lack of experience alwavs 
robbed him of any slim chances until 
luck came his way with the 
Airports Authority recently.

Given this trend, the future of fresh 
graduates in the labour market there­
fore looks bleak, since they enter the 
employment world with little or no 
work experience needed by employers 
Expert opinion is also si u ■
the trend will continue I 
those retrenched in the 
have not been fully absorbed Hem 
firms can easily avail themselves of s 
experienced personnel

Again, the manufacturing 
with 10 percent increase in out| 
year, arc equally in dilemma as c< 
ers’ incomes have been eroded by S AP 
Thus, manufacturers, desperate more 
than ever before, to get their wares 
across to consumers, now place high pre­
mium on tested sales managers w ith suc­
cessful executive careers and proven re­
cord of achievements For instance be­
tween .August 1987 and last March In­
ternational Paints employed eight ex­
ecutives. all of who were deployed to 
sales and marketing-related jobs The 
stakes are equally high for financial con­
trollers and chief accountant* who in­
dustry analysts say are needed to ensure 
prudent financial management as well 
as giv e financial guide to sales personnel 
ir. an era of challenging sales strategy 
and tight credit control

One notable feature of thi* trend has 
been for funis •* 1 1 ■ -> • -
executives from their existing positions 
with juicy salaries and benefits should 
they prove difficult to get Chief M Ade 
Soneye. Managing Director. MAS Man­
agement Consulting Limited, in his pup- I 
er at the Institute of Directors’ confer- i 
cnee, supported this practice when he j

app J him with an otlei in excess
> it NBN bin he 

w.\ . it accept it because of vvh.u he 
•etc cd to a* non pecuniary factors 
usuallv retarding movement of certain 
top executive* Although he did not re­
veal ths package I ko Bank offered him 
11* no secret that nuv*t bank executives 

mud with s lary offers of between 
N*-’.tkk> and NlbO.tW p»er annum 
which include the !40 per cent salary 
increase which came into effect last 
Max Thev al*o enjov several allo­
wances which when quantified could 
anxxmt to NAl’AlV and above. For mst- 
ance one ot the newest merchant bank* 
rreentlv rented an apartment for over 

" per annum excluding the fur- 
which could al*o run into 
* of naira for an executive

a lot in their U. ... _.
ire expected to put in consider­

able number of year* in the service of 
the firm before retirement. /Although 
their staff demand cuts across various 
discipline* petroleum and mechanical 
engineer* and exploration personnel

1: o Monrhme to note, however, 
tor which produces the 
rv;. c* the other sector* of 
trail* behind the banking 

sector m remur.ir. ti> n* This, obser­
vers bedavc is due to the lack of com- 
pct::r n for per >.rncl within the sector 
: • : the case in the banking sector

r wl ich operates a sort of 
. regime presently pay* it* 

I executives and chief ex­
annual - alary of N4S (KMf 
re [vi tivelv with a modest 
?s per cent recently im- 

j plcmrntcd compared to bl 
I tl ■ ‘ ml :>ij..... tor Hui they

rrshing w 
thousands 
director

However, this trend of executive cm- 
plcvmcnt i* vet to infest the pctriKhc- 
mical and oil sector* where emphasis n 
to recruit voung graduates with little or 
no work experience I he rcasom 
gathered at the Shell headquarter* is to 
enable thc*c voung graduates who 
should n- t be m. re th .n scars to-
industn Secondly, since the industry 
spend* a lot in their ti ir nc. thev arc 
then
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Beilin hosts IMF. World Bank meeting of bouyant 
and depressed economies
A GAINST a back drop of uncertain- 
Mktics, the World Bank and the Inter­
national Monetary Fund (IMF) would 
be holding their annual ritual of meeting 
to work out financial policies for the 
coming year Scheduled for Berlin, tnc 
administrative and economic headquar­
ters of West Germany, this year s meet- 
mg is expected to roll off the ground in 
the last two weeks of this month

One of the major blocks on the way ot 
the meeting is the issue of funding 
United Stales Government is current y 
under pressure from its Congress ‘ 
down financial subvention to • 
bodies. It is widely believed tha P 
ble loss of influence awaits th’- ,-or 
yields to congressional PrcS® Pinthe 
one, Il could lose its veto P°“'r. "'s
wake ot puss,ble changes 
charter and additions to its rina||y 
boardot directors, that wouI 
follow reduction in US subyc non 
the two world financial insllt hl0 has

The World Bank's menj . crC£e tn 
already approved a captl» ’ . .r coun* 
principle if most of the n,‘-’ jjj docs 
toes pay their share and y stand- 
not The latter's votes. eurre to'around

15 votes to retain its 'S’VL-ial c,out l° 
Japan may apply i»s ,,nJ* ..id the U.S 

assume a leading role. s of $75 
fail to come up with its ..^,uyinguP 
billion capital increase, by__
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most of Washington's allocation. This 
could have for reaching implications. 
One major provision of the articles of 
the bank which observers arc not play­
ing down is that it should be located in 
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Major reforms needed to put life in NSE

Warming up for Hi* tech
Highest traded stocks:xt

10 Week ended Sept 2, 1988

3M

7 769

130

Herbert Ojeh

52 THE AFRICa> GLARDIA.- SEPlcMBER • I**

Business & Economy

____________

STOCK MARKET WATCH

Can it cope?

Summary 
d Supply & 
Demand Stocks

Pri'«

3 467

2687 
2 337 
2.262
2200

€•700 
'j 799

130 
36 0

• ■

100 
.’70
20 

28 0 
100 
68

(K) 
130
• 7 0
100
30

5 0

C*X*ry

S-j-a—a- Ba-»
J-jhzi Se-q*"

3
GUARDIAN & NSE INDICES 
SEPTEMBER 02. 1988

oh 
o** 
230*37 
7t.O6«« 
290887 
1MJM7 
.-87*36 
160833 
02 ’037 
290438 
n7 1267 
740588 
190288 
220288 
300588 
721181 
263488

07.3337 
030387 
050788 
150888

’Zl3H 7’6 
46 240 • 86 ■

LEADING CONTRIBUTORS TO
GUARDIAN INDEX 
SEPTEMBER 02. 1988

Body launches fund for technological take-off
■kllGERIA could easily be nei 
|xiKorea or Taiwan in five or 1 
years How ? By running a race against 
time to use the same tricks that make 
these emerging economic powers tick. 
That was the finding of the Alumni 
Association of the Petroleum Training 
Institute, Warn. And they arc making a 
start. The institute has perfected its 
home-made "day,” a drilling mud that 
is taking the place of its imported 
equivalent.

If that seems too sandy, there are 
greasier innovations coming along, in 
the Warn Research Laboratory , diesel 
oil. kerosine and petrol are being 
squeezed out of waste lubricants. For 
the home, a gas cooker without a nozzle 
is available and soon a new device being 
developed to tell the user to refill his gas 
cylinder in the time to avoid Hiccups will ,

that major reforms must take place to 
put more life into the system For inst­
ance. a few advocate that mere ex­
changes will be needed to ease com­
munication and share transfers apart 
from the ones exeunt in Port Harcourt. 
Lagos and Kaduna This could be a ma­
jor worry for an exchange with meagre 
resources to cope *tth

Other fears are being expressed in 
some quarters also that the present 
management will not be able to adapt 
to emerging change* fast enough 
Even though the NSE feds otherwise, a 
case may be made for the observed 
weaknesses of market operations The 
feeling tn the financial community is 
that stocks arc gene rails not alkmed to 
move freely tn respcr.sc to supply and 
demand But Mr Emmanuel Ocholi. 
Managing Director of Rims Securities 
Limited says that the present price con­
trol measure ts not bad for the existing 
market as long as mar.afement is re- 
sponsne . without bcmenpd topnang 
pulses

However seme element of reform is 
unavoidable and it appears that the 
NSE has time on its ude: privatisation 
will be a gradual and slow process

By Herbert OyeO

hree months of lean 
and even leaner price 

;nts at the Nigerian Stock Ex- 
(NSE). the market started 

wing some signs of recovery in the 
few weeks. Traded equities topped 

he Federal Gov- 
tent bonds, that had 
t for some months 

...iHion naira from 
i The Stock Ex-

J points while The 
i composite index 
lints last week.
ity level of trading 
tost in the minds of 

Lange
: raters 
in the

H FTER three 
^^volumes a(iu 
movemei 
change t ,. 
showing some signs of recovc 
last few weeks. Traded c 
419,000 shares. Even th< 
emment Developmi 
remained dormant 
picked up some nine million naira from 
investors two weeks ago 
chnge closed at 218 5 poi 
African Guardian c.,u 
edged up to 467 points I 

But current activity ’ 
may not be upper-mo,., 
stock brokers and other stock exchai 
operators. Capital market opei 
have been edgy in recent weeks i 
wake of new developments that would 
inevitably have some impact on 
the Exchange

The recent guidelines on privatisation 
have brought to focus the relative pre­
paredness, of the NSE to copc with im­
pending new issues that could easily 
dwarf the existing 100 odd shares 
quoted in the market. Beaming the dai­
ly transactions in the market to interna­
tional capital markets alone may not do 
the trick. Some market watchers think

be on display These are net ne* tecn- 
nologtes but innovators and improv na­
tions of existing system* with kxal raw 
materials It has been made povuHe 
through adaptive research

But the Warn training centre iv not 
about to give NNPC refinenes a run for 
it. However. Felix Obada. President of 
the National Alumni Association says 
that they want to use the man the mind 
and the material to make these and 
several other ideas an everyday reality 
They have the man. the mind and only 
part of the matenal. That missing part is 
money and the association is doing 
something about it.

Next month an Adaptive Research 
Fund will be launched to establish a 
permanent financial base for the work 
ahead

: Ss " ii
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past and present 
thiopia and now 

been in times or crisis, often triggering

‘We are Latin Africans’

the time of our war of inde­
pendence against the Span-

enjoyed internationalist help 
from Africans, Indians, 
Chinese, and so ons For inst-

• - ■ ’ • 5an
to organise resistance against 
the Spanish in Cuba was an 
Indian, from the Dominican

, not a Cuban. And 
Ernesto “Che” Guevera, a

* principal figure in the Cuban
revolution was Argentine, not Cuba... When the US im­
posed crippling economic blockade on Cuba, it was the
Soviet Union and other friendly nations that came to our 
rescue... This is why we say we are internationalist.

Reports arc that South African troops have been with­
drawn from Southern Angola. Is there a guarantee that they 
won’t come back? And when will the Cuban troops leave?

Angola, South Africa and Cuba, with the United 
States as observer, have agreed on a programme of with­
drawal of troops. This begins with the evacuation of South 
African soldiers because it was they (South Africans) who 
invaded Angola, not Cubans. We were only invited by 
Angolans for assistance. When they (the Pretoria forces) 
arc gone, then, the Cuban troops will begin to leave. This 
will be done in stages. This means that withdrawal of Cuban 
troops will only come when the South African soldiers are 
gone, and there have disappeared the danger of their re­
turning to Angola. Only then can our troops leave, thereby 
allowing the MPLA government of President Eduardo Dos 
Santos to sort out its internal differences with rival UNITA.

> say these don't really know the role 
Africa and Cuba have many years of 

and excellent relations. In fact, we call 
Jricans because Cuba has very much Afri-

CiLARDIAN SEPTEMBER 19 I9KX

Cuban Ambassador reaffirms his country's roots in Africa
We also have thousands of African students studying 

in Cuba who have to pay nothing since education in Cuba is 
completely free. We arc willing to contribute even much 
more. We cannot go back in our support for Africa.

What exactly are the short or long-term profits that 
Cuba hopes to gain from its involvement in Angola?

Nothing. We don't want to gain anything from helping 
our brothers in Angola. For you to fully understand why we 
do what we do (rush to the help of poorer, desperate 
nations), you have to take a good look at our history, the 
history of Cuba. In brief, I can say that we have it as an 
obligation to help poorer, needy countries because when 
we ourselves desperately needed help, we got it from 
friendly nations. We have adopted an internationalist 

______ ____attitude because right from

“Africa and Cuba 
have many years of ish. up tin the revolution, 
peaceful, strong and 
excellent relations.
JH fact, WC call ance, the first man who begs 
ourselves Latin Afr­
icans because Cuba 
has very much Afr. Republic. 
ican roots”.

ECENTl Y. racist South Africa announced that it has 
B ■ completed the pull out of its troops from Southern 
Angola. This was part of the outcome of the US-brokered 
peace talks between Pretoria on the one hand, and Cuba and 
Angola on the other. The other part of the agreement was 
that Namibia would be granted its independence (by South 
Africa) after the time tabic for Cuban withdrawal from 
Angola has been worked out. Even as negotiations resumed 
in Brazzaville, ( dngo, last week, these however, still remain 
a mirage. The African Guardian’s Reporter-Researcher, 
Emenike Okoric, spoke with the Cuban Ambassador in 
Lagos, Juan B. Infante Dilu on these and other issues.

llw African Guardian: The Cuban leader, Fidel Cas­
tro. has often been accused by the West ot trying to export 
revolution to Africa. Is this the hidden reason behind 
Cuban military presence in Angola?

Ambassador Dilu: Angola already successfully had its 
revolution and had won its in- 
dependence from the Portu- 
euese (November 11. 1975) BP
before Cuban troops were sent 

country. What hap- 
pened was shortly after J?_

South 
its sophisticated BB

weapons and well-trained < ' I > | I
army had invaded the young '
nation. It was an aggression, JwjHhP 
a fascist aggression What JU 
Cuba did was to go to aid 
of Angola — under the in- ^^B
vitation of President Augus- r ^^B
tinho Neto. Cuba troops • odu 
were only rushed in to rescue Angola from the jaws of 
South Africa. This is not exporting revolution!

Speculations arc that it Is actually the Angolan govern­
ment. not Cuba that foots the bill for the upkeep of the 
estimated 50,000 Cuban soldiers in Angola.

That's not true Our commandcr-in-chicf, Fidel Cas­
tro. has said this over and over again — that it is the Cuban 
people who sustain the troops in Angola. Let me also 
quickly add that our support to Angola is far from being 
just mihtars Todas, we have over 3.000 Cuban doctors in 
Angola We have thousands of teachers, engineers, eco­
nomists. and so on And. they all receive their salaries in 
Cuba.

Hut Western critics Insist that Cuba’s [ 
involvements in Africa — in Algeria, Eli 
Angola — hate only* '
greater bloodshed.

These agents who 
Cuba plays in Africa / 
peaceful, strong a 
ourselves Latin Afi 
can roots



A birthday bash

It’s foul, judge!
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Man’s inhumanity
PERHAPS »Am ne hear is haf

Hospital. Atww a only a replay 
sun msatshne on those who

raw F* w *« w*° ** PttMtrate.
Asets. Pute •»•*? sundmg. tns s, those who art not 

en.\ r-. Na art af-.e so get employment, have been having« 
.. „-.a time sur... inf since the introduction of the Structu­

ral A ifTSwrwf Programme (SA Pi that's been sapping away 
the wn bfe jiucts of many Siberians. Which is to say that 
those - ho have been made prostrate by illness at the Abuja 
Hospaal and have been abandoned, in the bargain, by up-

MA YBE tn these SA P times, the scenario that W' 
gwB occurred recently in Bendel State would not 
have raised an eyebrow. But then, we are not the 
ones to judge oxer which incidents eye-brows M 
should be raised, especially when this particular J 
state used up only HI.3 million to mark its 25th 
birthday. Ah! these austere times.

But we digress from the scene that occurred at the birth­
day of one of the' Super rich " of this state, who happens not 
to have borrowed a leaf or two from the state s pennx- 
pinching officials. This particular money man. we hear, maar 
available private lets for all those h ho were willing to come to 
his birthday bash. Anyway , back to the scenario The rich 
man killed a cow for all journalists in the state. That was not 
all, he also gave them H2,000 to buy ingredients to c x'kthe 
meat, just in case they could not afford it. Well, up to the 
point the cow wds killed and dissected, there »as oner Bu: 
when it came to sharing out the parts, a battle erupted as 
pressmen fought tooth and nail for the chotciest pans c*'the 
animal. At the end of the scene, we hear that joumaiisB 
bloodied (from their own blood as well as the cow's I retre­
ated, some smiling over their choice loot, others n ■: qtate 
happy.

i- ...! ‘ 
•<'d)j_
ped relations must nave been to nett ... but not back.

W t hear that at this imposing hospital w here destitute 
patients are supposed to be catered for as welfare cases, life ! 
r.~-. beer, one long stretch offood shortages. We arc informed 
the-, at lean once tn a month, the ugly scenario of starvation 
- - z ' - <■- : r the bl m fit of the welfare cases. And the.

' - j(ouid range from a few daystd
■< <'. In July. for example, we are told, the hospital did not 

■■ ■. for long lAceks. And in one of these particularly 
■~d peno^, -fim of those classified as welfare cases (they

>f an ailment 
-■meh tomt of the workers diagnosed as “involuntary hun­
ger strike '

W7r>’ no food’', you may ask. The official cxplano- 
turn each time a famine hits the wards is that the hospital 
authonties are having squabbles with the < ontractors over 
the prices of the foodstuff they supply .

That may be so even if it is unrxcusable What we find 
cxenmorr unrxcutable r. the sadomc attuudr of the workers 

hf,'PL'al rarl awaf f°f>d ttems on the very ff* 
occaaon: *hcn they arc a-.adahl, On August 24. two of s**

'"r,k' "'“ld J,e^

fo^dsm ff the l'rrns M f hear lhut Peering af

w"h

t T would appear that this is one of those rare cm 
■ one man 's freedom becomes another's grouse. V 
know exactly what to . ...
anything to go by, then the Chief Justice of \igene. the 
Federal Attorney-General, the Secretary to the Federal G . - 
emment, the Plateau State Go.
better put on their thinking caps . fast

The gist is that a petitioner, Ibrahim MusuJere we h 
he's for real asking those in authority to explain to h^m 
whether a High Court Judge in Plateau State has the powers 
to spring from jail, a prisoner * ho has been duly met ar.s 
convicted by another judge of co<.
out recourse to the state governor and The Committee ntr.e 
Prerogative of Mercy.

Our petitioner is particula-'.y \ ■
judge" (whatever that means) “of the state judiciary pen.a.- 
cally undertakes prison visits ostensibly to deconge  st the 
prison of detainees awaiting trial while in actual fact, the 
exercise is usually stage-managed to free close rela:. . . 
friends of the top judge or those detainees whose relations 

| approach or have close connections with him '
The aggrieved petitioner is, apparently, not obh\ious of 

the judicial process. He took pains to document, at least one 
i instance ot what he considered to be “the abuse o f judicial 

■ poixcr". The man cited the case of a 21 -year-old convict who 
| h os sentenced to 12 years imprisonment without an option of 

fine by a High Court judge on September 17, IQS! for the 
misappropriation of thousands of naira of his employer 

i Barelv two months into the sentence, our “top judge" was 
, said to have visited the prison and ordered the release of the 

convict.
i Well, as we said earlier, we are not too sure of what to 

make of the petitioner's crusade. He could merely be what 
| the courts term as amicus curiae (friend of the court) who's
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Green Sands is a different kind of drink, specially 
made for special people. Like you.

Remember, you are judged by your tastes, and the- 
drink you choose is important.

Green Sands is new and cool and unique. So get 
on top with Green Sands. You won^be the only 
onewho is impressed. j

For that spcMal diffei


