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Rimi diesafter q

encounter
with robbers

From Auwalu Umar, Kano

TRAGEDY struck in Kano late last night
when the Second Republic governor of
Kano State and one of Nigerias best known
politicians, Alhaji Muhammadu Abu-
bakar Rimi, died of complications from
high blood pressure an hour after he had
an encounter with armed robbers. He died
justbefore midnight at the Malam Aminu
Kano University Teaching Hospital, Kano.
He was 69.

Rimisson Alhaji Nura Abubakar Rimi
told Daily Trustlast night that the funeral
prayers for his late father would be held at
12 noon today. He said even though his
father had an encounter with armed rob-
bers, he apparently died of a heart attack
and was not shot or beaten by the robbers.

Daily Trust learnt from family sources
that Rimi was on his way back to Kano
from Bauchi when he encountered the
armed robbers at Garki village in Wudil

this
week

By Mohammed S. Shehu

PROFESSOR Maurice
Iwus controversial five-
year tenure as Chairman of
the Independent National
Electoral Commission
[INEC] will come to an end
when he leaves office this
week and the Presidency
has indicated that it does
not intend to reappoint
him forasecond term, atop
government official said in
Abuja last night.

The source said already,
the Presidency has began
compiling the names and
CVs of competent and
credible persons who could
be appointed to Iwu’ chair
in order to lay the founda-
tion for credible elections
next year. He however
indicated that no decision
has been arrived at yet over
Iwu’ successor.

Last week, some youths
staged a demonstration in

vAbuja urging the govern-
ment to reappoint lwu,
who they said is the best
person to deliver credible

Dukku 4 9 Local Government Area of Kano State at polls in Nigeria. However,
about 10pm last night. According to the the Nigeria Labour Con-
family member, Rimi and his three-man gress (NLC) together with

Afrlca entourage, which included his driver, his several human rights and
police orderly and his brother, Alhaji Sule civil society groups staged

South African
President Jacob
Zuma yesterday
called for calm
over the killing of
white supremacist
leader

Sa’a, went to Bauchi from Kano late on Fri-
day to attend the turbanning ceremony of
the new Sarkin Dass, Alhaji Othman
Bilyaminu Usman.

After attending the ceremony on Sat-
urday, he said, Rimi and his entourage
travelled back to Bauchi and spent the
night Very late in the afternoon yesterday,
they decided to leave Bauchi and return
to Kano. The family member said Sarkin
Nasarawa Dr. Hassan Ahmed Il urged
Rimi to wait until Monday morning, but
the late politician insisted on returning to
Kano yesterday.

At about 10pm, travelling in a Jeep,
they were stopped at Garki village, very
close to Kano, by a gang of armed rob-
bers, who took away all their money and
telephones. The robbers, who set up their

Continued on page 5

alarge counter demonstra-
tion urging the government
to quickly sack lwu.
Professor Iwu was
appointed to a five-year
term by the Obasanjo
regime in 2005. Under
him, INEC conducted the
2007 general and presiden-
tial elections, unanimously
condemned by local and
foreign observers as the
worst in the world’ history.
According to the sen-
ior officiaC reforming this
country's electoral system
is one of the three-point
agenda that Acting Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan
Continued on page 5
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Jos crisis: Shonekan advises
Yoruba against reprisal attack

From Andrew Agbese,Jos

CHIEF Ernest Shonekan, former
Head ofInterim National Govern-
ment, has cautioned Yoruba peo-
ple against reprisals over the kill-
ings and losses they suffered in the
Joscrises. Shonekan said in a state-
ment to the President-General of
Yoruba Community in Plateau,
Mr Toye Ogunshuyi, on Saturday,
that vengeance was not the solu-
tion to the crises. He said security
was a national problem and that

good people, irrespective oftribal,
geographical, religious and politi-
cal affiliations, know that violence
does not do anyone any good.

"N o one has the monopoly of
violence and reprisal attack does
not resolve conflicts but only
increase the tragic consequences.
Yorubaisone ofthe majortribesin
the country that cherishes peace-
ful co-existence, justice and hard
work, and their conducts in Pla-
teau should not be an exception,”
he said.

The Former Head of State said
all patriotic Nigerians should con-
demn violence and bloodshed,
stressing that what was happening
in Plateau was ' ‘wicked, barbaric,
demeaning and ungodly” He said
the Yorubas should not join the
bandwagon of evil-minded peo-
ple. Shonekan praised Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan for
listening to the demands of the
Yoruba by ensuring that all stake-
holders were included as mem-
bers of the Presidential Advisory

Committee on the Jos Crises. He
said an all-inclusive stakeholders
committee was needed in order
for the people to listen to one
anothers grievances for a possible
solution to the persistent crisis.
Meanwhile, the President-Gen-
eral ofthe Yoruba Community in
Plateau, Mr Toye Ogunshuyi, has
said that the community lost 156
ofits members and property worth
N2.5 billion during the November
2008 and January 2010 Jos crises.
Ogunshuyi listed those killed to

include students and youth corps
members and appealed to both the
Federal and Plateau Governments
to punish the perpetrators of the
acts in order to guard against re-
occurrence.He said the Yorubas
had suffered oppression, humilia-
tion and retardation in their busi-
nesses and careers asa result ofthe
crisis. Ogunshuyi, therefore, called
on the government to adequately
compensate all the victims of the
crisis, irrespective of tribal, reli-
gious or political affiliations.
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Five robbers killed in Bayelsa

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt&
Misbahu Bashir, Abuja

FIVE persons have been confirmed
dead by the Bayelsa State Police
Command in the wake of the local
governmentelections thattook place
Saturday at Ekeremor in Ekeremor
Local Government Area of Bayelsa
State.

According to the state Com-
missioner of Police Elder Onuoha
Udeka, the deaths were not con-
nected with the elections. He said
days before the election, the police

arrested a member of a notorious
armed robbery gang that robbed a
bank at Amassoma.

“It was this person in our custody
that gave us information about these
fivethatwere killed. The armed rob-
bers have been terrorizing commu-
nities in Ekeremor for a very long
time, so people in the areaambushed
them on Saturday as they were com-
ing from Bomadi in Delta State and
succeeded in killing them after an
exchange offire,” he said.

The villagers in Ekeremor also
set ablaze a speedboat suspected to

belong to the armed robbers.

The commissioner gave the names
ofthe dead robbers as Christain Sun-
day, their leader, Opena, Esimoku-
mor, Godsgift Royal and Okuwasi
Obale.

The commissioner insisted that
the incident took place one and half
hour before the election materials
arrived the Ekeremor community.

The Police Force Public Relations
ACP Emmanuel Ojukwu when con-
tacted yesterday could not say ifthe
alleged robbers had anything to do
with the local council polls.

Mega Party to be launched
under new name

By Abbas Jimoh

THE proponents of the Mega
Party, The Mega Summit
Movement (MSM) yesterday
said the mega party would be
formally launched April 28, but
under a new name, the Social
Democratic Mega Party.

MSM head ofsecretariatand
secretary ofthe harmonization
committee of the group, Ola-
wale Okunniyi, said yesterday
in Lagos thatthe new party was
establishedin consultation with
the Labour Movementtowards
providing aformidable alterna-
tive in the 2011 elections.

He said the new formation
is an ingenious way to solid-
ify opposition forces, which
according to him came under
serious pressure from reaction-
ary forces recently.

“Justas the organized labour
was the catalyst and main stay
ofthe Social Democratic Party
(SDP) of old, the new SDP of
the mega party momentum
has received great impetus
from the Labour Movement,,
whose leadership specifically
requested at the last meeting
to align with the new platform
at various levels through its
political commissions,” Okun-
niyi said.

He said the leaders of the
mega movement and other
alliesin the political group were
expected to endorse a deferred
Memorandum ofUnderstand-

ing, initiated at the last meet-
ing atthe forthcoming national
summit on April 28, when the
party will be launched.

He added that while some
ofthe leading political parties
in the country had agreed to
fuse into the SDP, others had
decided for the time being to
go into a patriotic alliance with
the newly formed mega party
for the purpose of presenting
one presidential candidate in
the 2011 elections.

He said the party will in the
meantime operate two levels of
membership, direct member-
ship and parties/ group alli-
ance.

He said, “Some of the lead-
ers who have so far opted for
directmembership ofthe party
include; Prof Pat Utomi, Pro-
tein National Chairman, Chief
Olu Falae, Chief Audu Ogbeh,
Group Captain Sam Ewang Rtd,
Alhaji Lateef Jakande, Chief
Ayo Adebanjo, Dr Bala Takaya,
Chief Echukwu, Chief Robson
Momoh, Comrade SOZ Ejio-
foh, Mr Wale Okunniyi, Alhaji
Ahmed Yusuf among other
stalwarts of Labour and the
Mega Movement, while Alhaji
Balarabe Musa leads the pack
ofthose who prefer to work in
alliance with die mega party”

He said a full list of Pro-
tein Officers will be officially
released by the party next week
to enable the party prepare for
the summit.

| opposed Tapgun's nomination as minister in the interest of Plateau -Gogwim

From Andrew Agbese, jos

THE senator representing Pla-
teau Central Sentorial district,
Satty Gogwim, has explained
why he opposed the confirma-
tion of Josephine Tapgun asmin-
ister. In an interview with our
correspondent at the weekend,
Gowgim said his opposition to
Tapguns nomination was not on
personal grounds, but to ensure
that the zoning principle in the
state was respected and main-
tained. He maintained that he
did it in the interest of Plateau.

The senator said since the gover-
nor and the deputy governor of
the state are from the two other
zones in the state and that it was
expected that the ministerial slot
be given to the central zone.

The senator had protested
the confirmation of Tapgun on
the floor of the Senate on the
ground that she hails from a zone
that had produced two previous
ministers for the state, but his
objection was overruled by Sen-
ate president David Mark.

Gogwim said it was unfor-
tunate that a lot of people mis-

understood his position on
the matter.“As far as | am con-
cerned, Sections 147 (1) and 93)
give powers to the president to
appoint any person of his choice
as a minister, subject to the con-
firmation of the Senate. But
it has to be done with the sup-
port of Section 14 (3) such that
no ethnic or religious group is
undermined.We have a tradition
of political zoning on the Pla-
teau. The governor is from Pla-
teau North, the deputy governor
is from Plateau South and they
gave us the ministerial slot. All

ofa sudden, they took it back to
the Southern zone. | dont have
anything against Tapgun as a per-
son, but the system has to work in
such away that no one ismargin-
alized. My position is that if Tap-
gun has to be there, then Plateau
should be given two ministerial
slots. So ifHirse does not return,
then another person should be
given a chance from the Central
zone,” he said.

Elders of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party in the southern sena-
torial part of Plateau had earlier
condemned Gogwim’ objection

to the confirmation of Josephine
Tapgun as minister, saying it was
an embarrassment to the state.
The elders in astatement by Abra-
ham Kumsha, said Gogwim is a
“bench warmer senator, who has
not contributed meaningfully to
debates on the floor ofthe senate.”
The elders wondered why a
retired military officer like Gog-
wim, who should be ptotecting
women and children was the one,
who opposed the woman’s nom-
ination. They also commended
Senate President David Mark for
ruling Gogwim out of order.
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Jonathan to meet Obama April 12

Nasiru L Abubakar with
agency report

ACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan will visit the United
States of America on April 12-13
for the Nuclear Security Sum-
miton the invitation of President
Barack Obama.

Acting President Jonathan was
earlier expected to visit the USon
April 7.

The nuclear summit is being

Emir Of Uba CAN condemns Imams'

promoted by President Obama
and will attract over 40 heads of
state in Washington.

The summit will take place
just days after the US and Russia
are scheduled to sign a new start
treaty to reduce their nuclear
weapons stockpiles.

The two-day summit would
notbe country-specific butwould
be aimed at eliminating clandes-
tine proliferation and trafficking
in nuclear weapons and material.

dies at 74

From Isa Umar Gusau and
Sharafa Dauda, Maiduguri

THE Emir of Uba, His Royal
Highness (HRH) Alhaji Ismaila
Mamza died yesterday at the age
of 74. He died in Abuja shortly
after he was flown in from Lon-
don where he had been receiving
medical treatment for an undis-
closed ailment.

The royal father who had
been on the throne since 1972
was initially admitted at the Uni-
versity of Maiduguri Teaching
Hospital (UMTH) before he was
later flown out ofthe country.

e A press statement issued by

the Borno State government and
signed by the Secretary to the
State Government Ambassador
Baba Ahmed Jidda described
the death of the late emir as “A
great loss not only to Borno, but
Nigeriaas awhole.” Acknowledg-
ing his immense contribution to
the unity and development ofthe
state, the Borno State government
described the late royal father as
“an embodiment of peace” who
will be greatly missed.
Ambassador Jidda expressed
condolences to the Uba Emir-
ate Council, the families of the
deceased, the people of Uba and
the entire people of Borno State.

However, Iran and North
Korea, accused of planning to
build nuclear weapons have not
been invited to the summit.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria-U.S.
Bi-National Commission (BNC)
agreement to improve bilateral
relations in four key areas will be
launched on Tuesday in Washing-
ton D.C.

Sources close to the Nigerian
Embassy in Washington D.C and
the U.S. State Department con-

firmed to NAN that the U.S. Sec-
retary of State Hilary Clinton and
the Secretary to the Government
ofthe Federation, Yayale Ahmed,
will sign the agreement on April 6.

The event, which was ear-
lier scheduled for April 7, was
rescheduled to April 6 due to
administrative  reasons, the
sources said. Last week, in his
maiden news conference with
reporters in Washington D.C., the
new Nigerian Ambassador to the
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visit toYar'adua

By Abdulmutallib A. Abu-
bakar

CHRISTIAN Association of
Nigeria (CAN) yesterday con-
demned the visit to the ailing
president Umaru Musa Yaradua
by four Muslim clerics led by the
Chief Imam of Abuja National
Mosque Sheikh Musa Muham-
mad.

The spokesperson of the
association Reverend Sam Kuji-
yat, Chairman of the Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN)
Kaduna, said the clerics who
went to the villa to see the ailing
Nigerian leader have politicised
the issues at stake.

Speaking on BBC Hausa serv-
ice monitored in Abuja, Rever-

end Kujiyat said Christian lead-
ers should have been included in
the visit, adding that the state-
ments by the different scholars
after the visit gave the impres-
sion that the president’ health is
being regionalised with religious
sentiment.

President-General of
Supreme Council of Sharia in
Nigeria Dr. Ibrahim Datti Aha-
mad, Sheikh Isa Aliyu Pantami
of Bauchi State and the Leader of
Izalatul Bidia wa’ikamul Sunnah
from Katsina Sheik Yakubu Musa
Katsina and the Chief Imam of
Abuja Sheikh Musa Muhammad
met with President Yaradua on
Thursday. The clerics said they
visited the ailing leader to ascer-
tain his true state ofhealth.

U.S., Prof. Ade Adefuye, described
the agreement asamajor step for-
ward for the country.

Adefuye noted that the sign-
ing of the agreement was com-
ing few days to Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan’ historic visit
to U.S.

Clinton and the former Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Ojo
Maduekwe held discussions on
how to forge a new partnership
under the BNC.

Ogun
commissioner
says Bankole
neglects base

By Muideen Olaniyi

A Chieftain of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in Ogun State
and the state commissioner for
Works Otunba Segun Adekoya
yesterday said Speaker of the
House of Representatives Dimeji
Bankole had neglected his ward
since assuming his current posi-
tion.

Adekoya told journalists in
Abuja after receiving award as the
best overall performing commis-
sioner nationwide that Bankole
might be moving towards “politi-
cal Siberia” ifhe did not go back to
his people at the grassroots.

He said: “i am beginning to
wonder when last he actually vis-
ited his ward and do not forget
that for him to come back he will
firstgo for primaries in hisward in
Ogun State and not in Abuja.”

He added: “Bankole to me
was so close, | see him as another
human being that changes too
often, | must confess.

The first year of Bankole in
this Abuja he puts on this cap (the
black cap that is synonymous with
Governor Gbenga Daniel of Ogun
state)but all ofa sudden when he
became Speaker he changed.

“Where is Anyim Pius Anyim
today, where is Masari today,
where is Ghali Na Abba today, is
Bankole more flamboyant than Na
Abba. These are people that dur-
ing their time they go along with
two or three lorry loads ofanti-riot
policemen.

But they forgot that party pri-
maries and elections belongs to
the grassroots and where are they
today”, he asked. He however
advised all political aspirants in
Nigeriato be ready foratough time
from the electorates whom, he said,
have now appreciated the value of
the mandate that belongs to them.

Bankole might
be moving
towards "po-
liticafSiberia"

if he does not |
go backto his 9
people at the
grassroots
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Nigeria says it will not
close Embassy In Libya

NIGERIA will not close its
embassy in Libya in spite of the
recent call by Libyan Leader
Muammar Gaddafi for the divi-
sion of the country, Dr Martins
Uhomoibhi, Permanent Secre-
tary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
has said.

The Federal Government
recently recalled its Ambassador
to Libya Alhaji Isa Muhammed
for consultations over Gaddafi’s
comments.

The Presidential Advisory
Committee headed by Chief
Emeka Anyaoku had recom-
mended in 2009 that 10 of the

120 countrys missions be closed.
Anyaoku said the decision to
shut the missions was contained
in the committee’sreport already
presented to the government.

He added that the decision
was meant to reduce cost but did
not mention the affected coun-
tries.

However, Uhomoibhi said on
Sunday in Abuja: “l am not aware
that Libyan Embassy is one of the
embassies recommended to be
closed.

“l would not think so at this
stage, | think that it is not even
clear the missions to be affected.”

Police to deploy female

By Misbahu Bashir

FEMALE police officers from
Nigeria will be deployed to Libe-
ria for peace keeping operations,
Inspector General of Police
Obonna Onovo has said.

Onovo made the remarks
yesterday during the visit of the
Special Representative of the
Secretary-General of the United
Nations (UN) to Liberia (SRSG)
Madam Ellen Margrethe to the

police headquarters in Abuja.

He said an all-Female Police
Formed Unit (FPFU) consisting
of Nigerians will be deployed to
Liberia to keep peace under the
UN Peace Mission, adding that
the police authorities will con-
sider the request of the SRSG
on the training of the Liberia
National Police in Nigeria.

A FPFU may consist of
between 120 and 150 policemen.
India has sent one to Liberia

“The envoy recalled that the
former Minister Ojo Maduekwe
during his handing over, stated
that the issue was being looked
into by the officials ofthe ministry
to know which mission would be
affected.

The Permanent Secretary
said: "Libyan Government has
an embassy in Abuja and so does
Nigeria in Tripoli.”

On the claim of closure of the
Libyan Embassyin Abuja, Uhomoi-
bhi said the ministry was not aware
that it had closed for business.

"W e believe that if it does, it
would have informed us through

the diplomatic channel.

Butwe are not aware ofthat.
Officially as far as we are con-
cerned, there is no closure here,”
he stressed.

Uhomoibhi explained that
diplomacy worked through the
note-verbale based on good
faith, particularly with friendly
countries.

"Diplomacy is not about
sniffing around for information;
we conduct our businesses trans-
parently through diplomatic note
verbale or through visits.

“So, we are yet to be informed
ofany closure,” he added. (NAN)

officer to Liberia

under the sponsorship ofthe UN.

He also said there was an
efficient utilisation of resources
of the various components in
the United Nations Mission in
Liberia urging that the peace
restored in the country be
exploited for economic growth
and development.

A formed Police Unit con-
sisting of Nigerians is in Libe-
ria under the UN peacekeeping.

Earlier, Madam Ellen Mar-

grethe had requested the train-
ing of Liberian police in Nigeria
and asked for assistance in the
maintenance of the Nigeria
contingent owned equipment.

She also requested the
deployment of Police Spe-
cialists with skills in Human
Resources Management and
Investigation, saying Nigerian
police peacekeepers in Libe-
ria are hardworking and disci-
plined.

Electoral
reform:
Jonathan will
fail if... - AC

By Muideen Olaniyi

ACTION Congress (AC) yesterday
said that the administration of Act-
ing President Goodluck Jonathan
will be deemed to li3ve failed if it
cannot make any progress between
now and June.

“For the" Electoral Reform to
have ,any positive impact on the
2011 elections, all the necessary
amendments and the new laws
must be in place at least sixmonths
before the polls. Therefore, Acting
President Jonathan must setthe ball
rolling today’ AC National Public-
ity Secretary Alhaji Lai Mohammed
said in a statement.

Mohammed, who hailed the
protests packaged by the organised
labour and the civil society to push
for the reform, warned that the bat-
tle hasjust begun.

On the new ministers to be
swome-in this week, he asked the
acting president to set performance
benchmarks for them in order to
serve as a guide.

He said Jonathan must enunci-
ate his vision and spell out the mile-
stones he wants to reach,within the
next few months.

Mohammed said any minister
that failed to perform on the basis
ofthe stated visionand benchmarks
must be shown the way out, adding
that time is not on the side of this
administration.
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Ex-militants
demand top
Cabinet posts

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harrow t

AS Acting President Goodluck
Jonathan gets set to swear in mem-
bers of the new Executive Council
ofthe Federation (EXCOF) tomor-
row, notable ex-militants in the
Niger Delta yesterday demanded
key cabinet portfolios including
the ministries of Petroleum, Niger
Deltaand Mines and Steel.

The ex-militants and some
non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOSs) in Rivers State said
unless Jonathan agrees to their
demands by allocating the said
portfolios to Odein Ajumogobia,
Elder Godswill Orubebe and Mrs
Diezani Allison-Madueke, he risks
failure in the months ahead.

The coalitions spokesperson,
Kennedy Tondjo-West, told Daily
Trustthat the acting president “will
use his hands to kill himself” if he
fails to take their counsel seriously,
adding that there would be crises
ofconfidence in the oil rich region
which will result in breakdown of
law and order.

They also argued that Aju-
mogobia has been at the center of
adebate to actualise the Petroleum
Industry Bill and the granting of
10% royalty to host oil communi-
ties in the Niger Delta.

The ex-militants argued that it
will only be fair for Ajumogobia to
be allowed to complete hisjob in a
category A ministerial position in
the Petroleum ministry.

“Jonathan will be making a
grievous mistake if he decides to
remove the three core Niger Delta
ministers from their former minis-
tries,” the ex-militants warned in a
text message.

The ex-militants include
Dagogo Farah, former commander
MEND in Rivers state, his deputy
Honbi Amaibi (aka Busta Rhyme),
a former MEND commander in
Southern ljaw in Bayelsa State,
Gen. Aduma, the former deputy of
Asari Dokubo, Okorosa (aka Gen.
Adekunle), Marvin Thompson and
commander Edis.

The NGOs are the Niger Delta
Youths Coalition for Development
(NDYCD), Niger Delta Youths
Alliance for Greater Efficiency
(NDYAGE) and the Association
for Non Violence in the Niger
Delta (ANVND).

lwu quits
this week

Continued from page 1

has set for himself in the eleven
months left before the adminis-
trations tenure runs out in May
next year. The other two, he said,
are improved power supply and
consolidation of the amnesty
program in the restive Niger Delta
region.

The top government source
also indicated that the Federal
Government has identified “lead-
ership problem” as the source of
the recurrent crises in Plateau
State. He said “the day Governor
Jonah Jang begins to see himself
asthe governor ofall Plateau State
and not just of the Beroms, the
crises in Plateau State will end.”
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Rimi dies after encounter with robbers

Continued from page 1

own road block about two kilo-
metres away from a road block
set up by mobile policemen,
had already stopped and robbed
several cars before Rimi%s Jeep
ran into them. A dispute appar-
ently arose between the robbers
and Rimi% brother Alhaji Sule
Saa, and the robbers used clubs
and thoroughly beat Alhaji Sule,
wounding him in the head.

The family member said Rimi,
who had a history of high pres-
sure, suddenly felt very sick when
he saw the injuries inflicted on his
brother, and he urged his driver
to drive fast towards the private
Classic Clinic at Abbas Road,
which he normally attends. At the
Clinic, he was attended to by his
doctor, Dr. Shittu, but by then his
condition had so deteriorated that
the doctortold them to proceed to
the Aminu Kano Teaching Hospi-

ALHAJI Abubakar Rimi was born
in 1940in Rimi, avillage in today’
Sumaila Local Government Area
of Kano State. In the early 1960s
he attended an instructors course
atthe Institute of Administration,
Zaria. He obtained a General
Certificate of Education from the
University of London. In 1972,
he completed a diploma in Inter-
national Affairs at the London
Institute of World Affairs, and
later obtained a Masters Degree
in International Relations.

In January 2006, his wife Saa-
datu was Kkilled at his home in
Kano. One ofhis sons was among
the suspects charged in connec-
tion with the murder, but was later
released. The mystery behind her
murder isyetto be resolved by the
security agencies.

At 24, Abubakar Rimi joined

tal. However, doctors at the hospi-
tal certified Rimi dead on arrival.

Ataround midnight last night,
his remains were evacuated in a
Government House ambulance
to his residence at Durbin Katsina
Road in the Bompai GRA. Within
an hour, the house was already
full of people, prominent among
which were former Labour Minis-
ter Alhaji Musa Gwadabe, deputy
governor of Kano State Engineer
Tijjani Abdullahi Gwarzo, former
House of Representatives mem-
ber Faruk Adamu Aliyu, Special
Adviser to the Acting President
Dr. Akilu Indabawa and many
others. Governor Ibrahim Shek-
arau had travelled to the United
States. Receiving condolences at
the house were two of Rimi s sons,
Mohamed and Nura, and two of
his daughters.

Alhaji Mohamed Abubakar
Rimi, a diplomat in the First
Republic and the Administrative

Secretary of the Nigeria Institute
for International Affairs in the
1970s, first shot into the political
limelight as a very vocal member
of the nascent Peoples Redemp-
tion Party [PRP] in 1978. He was
initially fielded by PRP as a sena-
torial candidate, but following the
disqualification of its Kano State
gubernatorial candidate Alhaji
Salihi lliyasu by the Federal Elec-
toral Commission [FEDECQ] in
1979, PRP leader Malam Aminu
Kano chose Rimi to fill the void.
He won the election and was gov-
ernor of Kano State from 1979
to 1983. In 1981, the PRP split
into two factions, with Rimi and
Kaduna State governor Abdulka-
dir Balarabe Musa belonging to
Chief Michael Imoudu’ faction,
while Malam Aminu Kano led
the other faction. Rimi’ faction
later merged with the Nigeria
Peoples Party [NPP] and he con-
tested the 1983 elections on NPP%

Rimi: Abiography

the Northern Elements Peoples
Union (NEPU) led by the late
Mallam Aminu Kano in 1964,
which later metamorphosed into
the Peoples Redemption Party
(PRP) and in 1977, he was elected
a member of the Constituent
Assembly to review what became
the 1979 Constitution.

In December 1978 he was
elected the PRP s Deputy National
Secretary at the partys first
national convention in Lagos. He
was a PRP candidate in the 1979
General elections.

Handsome and charming
Rimi was elected to the governor-
ship ofthe old Kano State as can-
didate for the PRP in the second
republic, apost he occupied from
October 1979 to May 1983.

At the time of re-election,
Rimi along with others revolted

against Aminu Kano and faction-
alised the PRP. Rimi decamped to
the NPP and lost a reelection bid.

The Ibrahim  Badamasi
Babangida regime in 1993
appointed Rimi the Chairman of
Nigeria Agricultural and Com-
merce Bank (NACB). He was
later appointed minister ofcom-
munications by the General Sani
Abacha government. He was also
aone-time chairman ofthe Nige-
rian Security Printing and Mint-
ing Company (NSPMC).

Rimi was one of the founding
fathers ofthe Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP).

He was the Chairman of the
Finance committee of the Party
atits inception and also one of its
presidential candidates. He later
moved to the Action Congress
(AC), but in 2007 Rimi returned

platform but lost to PRP%s Alhaji
Sabo Bakin Zuwo. Rimi had ear-
lier stepped down as governor in
order to decamp to NPP.

He continued in politics to
his last day, serving as a minister
of Communications in the first
Abacha regime in 1993-95. He
was a chieftain of the SDP in the
Third Republic and was a found-
ing member of the PDP in 1999.
He also contested the PDP presi-
dential primaries against incum-
bent President Olusegun Obas-
anjo in 2003 and lost.

Rimi would be remembered
as one of the most flamboy-
ant politicians ever produced in
Nigeria, known for his flamboy-
ant dressing, his sharp intellect,
his fearlessness and his very sharp
tongue. In 2006, the Rimi family
suffered a major tragedy when
his wife Hajiya Saudatu Rimi was
brutally murdered in their Kano
home.

to the PDP. In December 2008,
he called on the Chairman ofthe
Independent National Electoral
Commission, (INEC), Profes-
sor Maurice lwu, to resign from
office, citing irregularities in the
previous presidential election.

Rimi was also one; of the
founders of the PSP which later
joined the SDP. During the 1993
presidential election, Rimi was
Chief M.K.O Abiolas co-ordina-
tor in Kano State.

Indeed, Rimi was part of the
G-34 group that wrote against
Abacha’ transformation plan.
Rimi criticized PDPs power shift
concept and even Contested the
PDPs presidential ticket which
had been zoned to the South. He
later supported Chief Olusegun
Obasanjosemergence as the PDP
flag bearer in 1999.



NEW S

DAILY TRUST

Monday, April 52010 |

Easter: Speaker advises public
office holdersto be cautious

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

THE Speaker of the Federal House of Representatives
Dimeji Bankole yesterday said leadership was a tran-
sit position and advised all those holding public offices
to be cautious. The Speaker gave the advice at the St.
James Anglican Church, Idi-Ape, Abeokuta, Ogun State.
Bankole, who attended the service to mark the Easter with

Mimiko
callsfor
dedication

GOV. Olusegun Mitpiko of
Ondo State has urged the
people to regard the death of
Jesus Christ as ameans ofre-
dedicating themselves to the
service of God and mankind.

In an Easter message
signed by the Special
Assistant to the governor on
Media, Mr Akinwale Oshodi,
Mimiko described the peace
enjoyed in the state in the last
one year as amanifestation of

God’s love.

In the message made
available to newsmen
in Akure, Mimiko said,

“Christs death will be in vain
if adherents do not make
biblical injunctions of love,
peace, forgiveness and total
submission to the will of the
Almighty their watchwords.”

Mimiko condemned
the rampant political and
religious Killings in various
parts of the country.

He described the
development as an affront to
the absolute authority of God
as the only giver of life. The
governor, who congratulated
Christians on the Easter
celebration, urged them
to use the period to reflect
on their past deeds with a

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

Christians also donated a bus to the church.

The Provost ofthe church, Ven. Peter Ogunmuyiwa, in
a special Easter sermon said the Speaker was an example
ofavisionary leader, whose tolerance and humility could

not be overemphasized.

OGUNMUYIWA said the presence of the Speaker in
church, despite the fact that he is a Muslim, has portrayed
him as one, who could foster unity in the country.

“This may not be allowed to happen in other parts of
the country. But, our Speaker promised to come and he
is here to observe this service. He is a shining example of
what leadership should be. We can only continue to pray

for him,” he added.

The provost charged the people of Egba land to show
more understanding and urged the congregation to show
humility in whatever they do.

PIC: NAN

THE wife of the acting president, Mrs. Patience Jonathan Goodluck, (middle), left, Mrs Josephin Anenih and right the Chairman, State House
Press Corp, Mr. Daniel Idono, during the Easter for the press corp overthe weekend in Abuja.

Saraki urges religious leaders on unity

view to making amends for
a future life worthy of true
Christians.

Mimiko, who thanked
the  people for their
unflinching support to his
administration, assured
them that the dividends of
democracy, which the state
government delivered in the
past one year was a tip ofthe
iceberg. (NAN)

RELIGIOUS leaders in the
country have been urged to
promote acts that will unite
the country and de-emphasize
anything capable of dividing
the country. Kwara State Gov-
ernor Bukola Saraki gave the
charge in his Easter message
to Christians in llorin yester-
day. He urged them to use the

Easter period to show love and
care to one another. The gov-
ernor, who spoke through his
Chief Press Secretary, Mas’ud
Adebimpe, enjoined Christians
to always live in peace with one
another. Saraki urged Christians
to reflect on the life and teach-
ings of Jesus, which empha-
sized love and goodwill to all
irrespective of religion, tribe or
creed. He also urged them to use

the Easter period to rededicate
themselves to the service of God
and humanity.

Dr Saraki commended
Christian leaders in the state
for maintaining religious har-
mony, urging them to sustain
the tempo.

He also called on the people
of the state to avoid acts capa-
ble of breaching the peace and
security, saying everyone has a

vital rote to play in sustaining
the prevailing peace. In the same
vein, the National Secretary of
the Peoples Democratic Party,
Alhaji Kawu Baraje, yesterday
asked Nigerians to pray for the
leaders and the nation rather
than apportion blames.

Baraje, who spoke in llorin
added that the party would do
its best to deliver the dividends
ofdemocracy to the people.

Kaduna bishop tasks leaders on servant -leadership

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

ARCH Bishop of the Kaduna Anglican
Diocese, Rt. Reverend Josiah ldowu-
Fearon has called on Nigerian leaders to
embrace the servant leadership principle
to bridge the gap between them and the
people. Delivering his Easter message at

the St. Michael Church, Kaduna yester-
day, he said leaders in the country were
detached from the people.

“Our leaders must imbibe the serv-
ant leadership principle because they are
completely detached from the people,
who voted them in or appointed them.
And as long as we are detached from our

people, there can never be peace and if
there is no peace, there will be no devel-
opment in the country,” he said.

He urged religious and traditional
rulers in the country to preach peaceful
co-existence to their people, saying no
religion on earth supports violence or
crisis. He urged Muslims and Christians

in the country to follow the teachings of
their religion for the country to move
forward.

The bishop, while preaching the need
for good neighbourliness among all,
urged Nigerian to tolerate their neigh-
bours irrespective of the differences that
may exist among them.
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NEMA cautions Nigerians
on meningitis

THE Abuja Zonal Office of
the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) has
urged members t>f the public
to sleep in ventilated rooms to
curb the spread of cerebrospi-
nal meningitis.

Mr Ishaya Chonoko, the
Coordinator of the office, said
this in Abuja yesterday.

He also advised the people
to avoid living in congested
rooms.

Chonoko said that the call
became necessary following a
fresh outbreak ofthe disease in
some parts of the country.

“Cerebrospinal meningi-
tis has continued to constitute
public health threat to Nigeria,

especially in the north and
occurs annually.

“World Health Organisa-
tions (WHO) report at the end
of Feb. 2009 shows that 8,424
cases were reported with 1,181
deaths recorded,” Chonoko
said. According to him, there
is a belt called, 'meningitis
belt” which happens between

BAYELSA State Governor, ChiefTimipre Sylva, launching the new High Court Rules, 2010 in Yenagoa... recently.

Kaduna plans big for Nok museum

By Sunday Williams

KADUNA State will develop the
Nok museum to international
standard to preserve the rich histor-
ical heritage ofthe Nok Terracotta
which dates back to about 500 BC.

Governor Namadi Sambo made
the remark at the weekend in Kwoi,
Jaba Local government, atthe 2010
Tuk-Ham cultural festival.

He said: “We shall continue to

pursue this noble course for the
good of our people and society.
Sometimes a year before we travel
to Germany with Kpop Ham in
exposing this rich culture we have
among the Ham people.”

He said the state government
is also looking at the possibility of
visiting the international Galleryin
the United Kingdom soasto display
the Nok rich culture for the general
tourism and to participate in the
international arena.

Governor Sambo said tourism
isan industry that helps to generate
income and employment opportu-
nity in many countries in the world,
adding that Egypt, Kenya, Isreal
and many other countries depend
on tourism as their major source of
income.

Chairman ofthe occasion Gen.
Martins Luther Agwai said the
Tuk-Ham cultural festival is an
avenue that brings all the people of
Ham togetherto pray to God for a

AU, ECOWAS condemn Bissau event

ByAishaUmarAgaie

THE African Union (AU) and the
Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) have
condemned asection ofthe Guinea
Bissauarmy over the attempted dis-
ruption ofthe chainofcommandin
the military and the recent storm-
ing ofthe UN compound.
President of ECOWAS Com-
mission James Victor Gbeho and
President of African Union Com-

mission Jean Ping alsodisapproved
of the illegal arrest of the Prime
Minister of Guinea and the open
threat to his life.

The two presidents, who metin
the margins ofthe 50th anniversary
celebrations of Senegal’ national
independence in Dakar to discuss
recent developments in Guinea
Bissau.

They equally deprecated the
removal and illegal detention of
the substantive Chief of Defence

Staffand the general threat posed
by that action to the population at
large.

The two presidents met in the
margins ofthe 50th anniversary cel-
ebrations ofthe national Independ-
ence ofthe Republic of Senegal, in
Dakar, to discuss recent develop-
ments in Guinea Bissau.

A statement from ECOWAS
commission said the two leaders
agreed that the events perpetrated
by the military leadership consti-

December to June yearly.

He said meningitis could
be life threatening, adding,
“the inflammation caused by
infections from the virus are
proximal to the brain and spi-
nal cord”. He said the condition
was classified as an emergency.

Chonoko said NEMA would
carry out sensitisation pro-

bumper harvest year.

Earlier in his remarks, the Kpop
Ham Dr. Danladi Gyet Maude
thanked the state governor for his
efforts towards making fertilizer
available to farmers and the effort
to link the ginger farmers direcdy
to consumers overseas.

He requested for the early distri-
bution of fertilizer at an affordable
price and for the construction of
some roads that links neighbour-
ing villages to Kwoi town.

tute a serious setback to the demo-
cratic process in that country and
the pledge ofthe Guinean military
to extend respect and loyalty to
their institutions.

While agreeing to continue
to work closely together, the two
presidents decided to visit Bissau to
consult with the Guinean authori-
ties and other stakeholders for the
speedy restoration of democratic
governance, peace and security to
Guinea Bissau.

grammes in the six geo-politi-
cal zones to enlighten the public
on the disease.

He said the programme

would kick off in the FCT and
Kogi in April.
NAN reports that the disease
had this year caused the death
of 30 people in seven states.
(NAN)

Architect
jailed for false
claims

By Boco Edet

CHIEF Architect of the National
Institute for Nigerian Languages,
Aba, Abia State, has been con-
victed by the High Court of Abia
State for contravening section 25
ofthe Independent Corrupt Prac-
tices and Other Related Offences
Commission (ICPC) act.

Architect Billy Usiomon was
charged to court in March 2007
on a 5-count charge by the ICPC.

The prosecutor alleged dur-
ing the trial that the accused
had made false statement in the
Architect Interim Certificate’ to
the tune ofN7.2m by confirming
to the executive director of the
institute that the payment was
made to a contractor when no
work had been done.

The presiding judge, Jus-
tice S.E.O Nwanosike found the
accused guilty in 4 ofthe 5 charges
and sentenced him to one month
imprisonment with an option
0fN10.000 fine on each ofthe 4
charges.

Police pledge
impartiality in Abuja
council polls

By Misbahu Bashir

THE police will not take sides in
the forthcoming Area Councils
election slated for April 10 in the
Federal Capital Territory, Com-
missioner of Police John Haruna
has said. Haruna told politicians
at a meeting in Abuja that police
will respect the law and will not
take sides in the electoral proc-
esses. Political party leaders and
aspirants at the meeting signed a
memorandum ofunderstanding
with the police. He said police and
other security agents will ensure
safety and will be vigilant to pre-
vent multiple voting.

Haruna said adequate police
and other security personnel will
be deployed for the election and
will be monitored to ensure even-
handed judgements in the elec-
tion. The politicians were told to
avoid acts capable of spoiling the
election and cooperate with law
enforcement agents during the
electoral processes.

%
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E-OC nabs ATM scammer in Kano

From Jaafar Jaafar, Kano

THE Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
has arrested a 23-year man, who specialises in obtaining the
Personal Identity Number (PIN) of people and transferring
their money into his UBA X-Change card. The suspect, Abba
Adam, obtains the numbers while pretending to help elderly
customers, who have difficulties operating the machine.
According to the spokesman ofthe Kano office of the
EFCC, Mr Gbenga Aroyahun, other people, who have
fallen victims are those who forget their cards in the

machine after transactions. “Abba will remove the card
and go to another UBA machine, usually the Kantin Kwari
market branch and withdraw money.

The suspectsjourney to the commission began the day he
volunteered to assist one Haruna Mohammed, a 65-year-old
pensioner to withdraw money. Abba took over the operation
and transferred N 140,000 from the account of the victim to
his UBA X- Change card and left only N4,000 balance for the
pensioner. He then advised the victim to go and withdraw
money over the counter, saying the machine was faulty.

Realising the change in his balance, the old man lodged a

Eviction: Woman takes refuge under tree

MRS Hajara Yusuf, a retired civil servant in Bomo State has
taken shelter under atree following her eviction from an apart-
ment sold to her while in service.

Yusuf, 58, told newsmen on Saturday in Maiduguri that
she was forcefully evicted from the apartment located at No.
1, Shehu Laminu Way, Maiduguri by some policemen.' '‘We
were still sleeping when some policemen came to inform me
that they had been ordered by the Maiduguri Rent Tribunal
to evictus from the house. Theybroke the doors and threw all
our belongings outside before taken possession ofthe house,”
she said.

Yusuf, who retired from the states Ministry of Sports lastyear,
said she bided for and purchased the apartment in 2003, when
government houses were sold to civil servants.

“I started living in the house in 1996 when it was allocated
to me by the state government and in 2003 it was sold to me at
N820.000. But some weeks later, a man called Bakura Deribe
claimed that the house belonged to him,” she said, adding that
she decided to go to court to stop him from taking possession

ofthe house.

Yusufsaid the court dismissed the case when it discovered
thatthebuilding soldto herwas located at No. 1, Shehu Laminu
Way, and not No. la, Shehu Laminu Way.

She, however, said that when the man took the case to the
Rent Tribunal, she sensed trouble, and went to the High Court
to stopthe proceedings. Yusufclaimed that the case wassstill on
when she was evicted from the house on Thursday.

But Malam Zanna Laisu, the Secretary ofthe Bomo Emirate
Council, described Yusufs claim as untrue. Laisu said that the
house was sold to Yusufin error as itbelonged to the Emirate
Council.

“Thehouse originallybelonged to the Bomo Native Author-
ity before it was hired by the State Government. But along the
line, it was sold to the lady in error, and we have tried various
avenues to let her see reasons why she should quit the house,
but she refused,” he said

Laisu said that as a responsible organisation the council
decided to followdue process by goingto court. (NAN)

Niger gov injects N185m into education

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Governor of Niger State has injected N185 million
into the education sector.

The money according to the governor, who was speaking
at the Minna Emirate Educational Foundation on Satur-
day, would be shared among the eight emirate councils in
the state. He said Minna, Bida and Kontagora will receive
N30 million each, Borgu and Suleja to get N25 million
each while Lapai, Kagara and Agaie will receive N15 mil-
lion each.

Aliyu said the state government will no longer pay
WAEC and NECO fees for students, who do not pass their

mock examinations.

“Itis not aimed at punishing anyone, but to make sure
that only well prepared candidates are presented for the
Senior Secondary School Examinations (SSCE). Only those
who pass the state mock examinations will enjoy free reg-
istration for the WAEC and NECO examinations. Parents
will have to sponsor children, who cannot pass the mock
examinations” he said.

Speaking earlier, the Emir ofMinna Alhaji Faruk Bahago
blamed students for the mass failure in the last NECO, say-
ing they did not take their academics seriously.

He advised students to avoid ant-social activities and
concentrate on their education.

complaintto hisbanker. The bank’ Service Head, Mr Ahmed
Oketokun, contacted UBA on the transfer. This interaction
led to the production ofthe footage image of Abba Adam as
captured by the camera. This helped the investigators to track
him, search his house and recover some tools, which he usu-
allyused for his operations” he said.

Aroyahun added that the commission would soon charge
him to court for fraud, theft and impersonation. He advised
the public to be careful, saying scammers always station
themselves by the ATM, posing as staff or security person-
nel ofa bank in order to gain confidence of customers.

Kano govt increases

lecturers'salary

From Jaafar Jaafar, Kano

LECTURERS of the Kano
State University of Science
and Technology, Wudil
(KUST) will now receive a
basic minimum salary of
N105.281.42 monthly.

This is as the state gov-
ernment last week agreed
to increase the lecturers’
salaries.

A statement by the
states Head of Service
Rabi’'u Zakariya'u said the
state government agreed
to increase the salary ofthe
academic staff of the uni-
versity from N70,649.17
to N105,281.42 in order

Hoodlums

to implement the Consoli-
dated University Academic
Salary Structure Il. In the
agreement signed by the
Head of Service on behalf
of the state government
and Comrade Abdulkadir
Muhammad on behalf of
the universitys academic
staff union, the increment
takes effect from January
this year.

While calling on the lec-
turers to ensure efficient
and effective service deliv-
ery in the interest of the
state, Malam Zakariyau
commended dll"the parties
for their patience during
the negotiation.

burn

police station in Lagos

THE Ajeromi Police Sta-
tion in Ajegunle, a suburb
of Lagos, was on Saturday
attacked by people suspected
to be hoodlums.
Theburning ofthe station
followed a face-off between
the police and some sus-
pected criminals in the area,
which left in its trail some

casualties. The incident
caused some residentsto flee
the area.

Trouble started when
police raided some black
spots in Ajegunle and in the
process, some people alleg-
edly lost their lives.

“The raid wasfirst carried
out on Friday leading to the
arrest of a suspect and the
death of another. This pro-

vokedviolent reactions from
some youths in the area. On
Saturday, they mobilised and
launched an attack on the
police and in the process,
some deaths were recorded.
What we saw was the burn-
ing down of the police sta-
tion,” awitness said.

The Rapid Response
Squad was seen patrolling
the area while Armoured
Personnel Carriers were
deployed in strategic loca-
tions. the Lagos State Police
Spokesman, Mr Frank Mba,
confirmed the incident, but
said he had not received
the details. “I have been
informed of the crisis, but |
do not have the details yet,”
he said. (NAN)

Two charged over
Nigerian teen's

stabbing

TWO men have been
charged over the fatal stab-
bing of a 15-year-old boy
in County Dublin on Fri-
day night.

The teenager, Toyosi
Shitabbey, was found lying
on the street at Mount Eus-
tace in Tyrrelstown atabout
2000 BST on Friday.

He was pronounced
dead in hospital a short
time later. Toyosi moved
from Nigeria to the Irish
Republic with his_family 11
years ago.

About 300 people
attended a memorial serv-
ice in Tyrrelstown on Sun-
day. (BBC)
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Court sentences 39-year old
to 32 years for drug peddling

By Shehu Abubakar

ADANU Joseph Ega, 39, has been
sentenced to 32 years imprison-
ment by a Federal High Court in
Benin City, Edo State, for unlaw-
ful possession and dealing in can-
nabis weighing 504 kilograms.
The court, presided over by
Justice Bala Mohammed Idris,
sentenced the convictto 16 years
on each of the 2-count charge

after he failed to exonerate him-
selfofthe charges brought against
him by the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA).

The convict was said to have
knowingly possessed the can-
nabis without lawful authority
on November 20, 2007 at Lagos
camp, llushi village in Edo State
contrary to NDLEA Act.

On the second count, the con-
vict was said to have unlawfully

permitted his premises to be used
for the storage, concealment and
dealing in 504 kilograms of can-
nabis on November 20, 2007 at
Lagos camp, Ilushi village in Edo
State.

Adanu Joseph Ega is also
standing trial at the State High
Court Ubiaja, Edo State, over the
alleged gruesome murder ofthree
NDLEA officers in 1999.

NDLEA officers led by late

Offor Christiana had gone to
arrest Egawhen he allegedly mas-
terminded their attack by a mob
action.

The incident allegedly led to
the untimely death of Ariwayo
Sunday, Kusimo Kolawale and
Offor Christiana who were on
official assignment on March 20,
1999.

NDLEA Chairman Mallam
Ahmadu Giade said the judgment

PICFELIX ONIGBINDE

EMIR of Bwari, Alhaji Musa Ajakoro (left) with National President of Ahmadiyya Muslim Jam'at Nigeria (AMJN), Alhaji
Mashud Adenrele atthe 6oth Jasla Salana annual conference in Abuja on Saturday.

Ex-MPs want Jos crises' sponsors prosecuted

By Muideen Olaniyi

FORMER members ofthe House
of Representatives yesterday
called for the prosecution of all
those sponsoring the recurring
violence in Jos to provide a per-
manent solution.

The former lawmakers, under
the auspices of Former Mem-
bers of House of Representatives
Forum, tasked the federal govern-
ment to be more pro-active.

A statement signed by Musa
Elayo, former Minister of State
for Justice; and Emeka Nwajuba,
Interim Chairman and Secretary,
respectively, also called for the
implementation of reports writ-
ten by various administrative and
judicial panels to discover the
causes of the crisis without fur-
ther delay.

They described the arraign-
ment of some alleged perpetra-
tors of the latest killings in Dogo

Nahawa and other villages in Pla-
teau State as a welcome develop-
ment

The Forum said; “We call
on the government as a matter
of urgency makes public all the
reports of the various commit-
tees set up on the Jos crises which
identified the sponsors and to
prosecute the sponsors in order to
serve as a strong signal to trouble
makers that the era of impunity
in our country is gone. Prosecut-

Ex-minister mourns death of senators

By Frands Okeke

IMMEDIATE past Attorney-
General of the Federation Prince
Adetokunbo Kayode yesterday
described the death of Senators
Umbi Tawar Wada and Kawu Peto
Dukku asahuge lossto the nation’
democracy and people as a whole.

Senator Wada died Wednes-
day in Abujawhile Senator Dukku
died Friday in Kaduna.

A press statement signed by
Assistant Director of Press in the
labour ministry Samuel Olow-
ookere said Kayode, a former
labour minister, expressed “his
heartfelt condolence to His Excel-
lency, the Senate President Dis-
tinguished Senator David Mark,
Leadership of the Senate, all dis-
tinguished Senators and the entire
members of the National Assem-
bly including the people and Gov-

ernment of Gombe State over the
sudden and untimely death ofthe
two distinguished senators who
were illustrious sons of Gombe
State.

The statement added that
the Minister “was shocked and
touched over the news ofthe death
ofthe two senators whose brilliant
contributions in the hallowed
chambers ofthe National Assem-
bly are highly commendable.

ing only those who were alleged to
have carried out the attacks with-
out arresting the sponsors, in our
view, will not solve the problems”
the forum noted.

The group, which called on
the leadership to avoid partisan-
ship in dealing with the issue,
implored the leadership in Pla-
teau state to ‘to stoop to learn
from the Kaduna Example which
has consigned the issue ofethno-
religious crisis to the past’

is awelcome reliefbecause ofthe
notoriety of the convict5 illegal
drug activities. “The agency will
not rest until justice is done on
the murder of innocent NDLEA
officers that were on lawful
assignment,” Giade said.

Edo State Commander of the
NDLEA Mr Okey Ihebom hailed
the ruling and said they will not
be deterred by attacks from drug
barons.

‘Borrowing

to finance
budget deficit
unhealthy’

By Sunday Williams

THE proposal to finance the huge
budget deficit mainly from borrow-
ing is unhealthy especially with the
new game plan of switching from
external to internal debts, the Lead
Director ofCentre for Social Justice
(CSJ) Eze Onyekpere has said

The projected expenditure ofthe
2010 budget is N4.6 trillion contain-
ing a deficit of N1.521 trillion. The
2010 Appropriation Bill states that
part ofthe budget revenue, N897.3
billion will be source from domes-
tic borrowing and N75 billion from
international bonds respectively.

Inanoverviewofthe 2010 Appro-
priation Bill passed by the National
Assembly, the CSJ Director said it
appears that after exiting indebted-
ness to international agencies, the
country is steadily increasing its
domestic indebtedness.

He said; “The total provision
for debt repayment increased from
N283.7 billion in 2009 to N497bil-
lionin 2010. With the 2010budgetary
plantoborrowN972billion, the 2011
budget will definitely need a higher
percentage ofthe budget to service
debts. With current total indebted-
ness of about $26b, Nigeria appears
tobebackon itswayto unsustainable
debt overhang. The debt will exceed
$32billion by the end 0£2010.”

Hesaidthe proposalsforborrow-
ing have not been accompanied by
Cost Benefit Analysis as demanded
by the Fiscal Responsibility Act
(FRA),adding that die government
did not specify which activities and
projects the borrowing would be
appliedto ascontain in section 44 (1)
ofthe FRA.
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Bauchi FRSCarrests
500 motorcyclists over
helmets

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE Bauchi State Command ofthe Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC) has arrested over 500 motorcyclists
for not using helmets. Th#arrests were made during the
commands special patrol fast month, the state Sector
Commander Mr Sunday Maku has said.

Speaking to our correspondent in Bauchi at the week-
end, the FRSC boss said the command had set aside one
week in every month to conduct a special patrol to educate
motorists and other road users on the need to comply with
road safety rules. He said those arrested during the patrol
last month for not using helmets were made to pay the N2,
000 fine and buy new helmets before their vehicles were
released to them.

He said the monthly exercise was intended to safe-
guard lives and curb over loading and excessive speeding.
He added that the command was collaborating with the
state government and other stakeholders to ensure the use
ofcrash helmets in the state.

He said those arrested during
the patrol last month for not
using helmets were made to pay
the N 2,000 fine and buy new
helmets before their vehicles
were released to them.

Groupto honour
lorahimTahir

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Nigerian Anthropological and Sociological Associa-
tion (NASA) is to confer a national award on late North-
ern scholar, Dr. Ibrahim Tahir, who died last year and two
other founding fathers of the association in recognition
of their outstanding contributions to the development of
the profession. The award is part of activities lined up for
this yearsnational conference ofthe association slated for
tomorrow at the Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) Zaria.
The two other scholars to be honoured are Professor Layi
Erinosho and Professor Oloruntimehin. Briefing newsmen
yesterday in Kaduna, the chairman ofthe Local Organising
Committee, Dr. John E. Gyong, said Professor Jimi Adesina
ofthe Rhodes University and Professor Mark Anikpo of
the University of Port-Harcourtwould present the keynote
addresses. He said the conference would examine critically
the developmental challenges ofthe country. He added that
the proceedings and recommendations of the conference
would be the contributions of the association to making
Nigeria one of the 20 most developed economies by the
year 2020.

...Wamakko too

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

GOVERNOR Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko of Sokoto
state has been honoured with the West Africa Leader-
ship Award ofthe ‘outstanding governor of ECOWAS’ for
the year 2009. A statement by the Special Assistant to the
Governor on Press Affairs, Alhaji Abubakar Muhammad,
said the award would be conferred on him on April 24 at
the Airport Hotel, Accra, Ghana. It added that the award
was by the Africa International Media Organization and
that it was contained in aletter signed by the organization’s
Executive Secretary, Dr Fernado Mensah.

The statement added that Wamakko was chosen for
his visionary leadership of protecting the interests of the
people irrespective of religious, political and ethnic dif-
ferences. It added that Governor Wamakko had also per-
formed well in education, housing, agriculture, roads,
health and the provision of basic infrastructures. In a
related development, the European- American Univer-
sity, Commonwealth of Dominica is to confer an honor-
ary Doctorate Degree of Science on Governor Wamakko.

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

FORMER Lagos State Police
Commissioner Alhaji Abubakar
Tsav has criticised the Federal
Government over its decision to
drop the corruption charges against
the former EFCC boss, Mallam
Nuhu Ribadu. Tsav in a telephone
interview with our correspondent
yesterday called on the Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) to pick Ribadu up as soon
as he enters the country, saying the

Contact: Anthony Atagamen
Regional International Officer

No, 43Saka Tinubu Street
Victoria Island, lagos, Nigeria
Tel: 08067166028 08063078174
Email: NigeriaanKIx9utf.com
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Tsavflays FG
over Ribadu

action was a direct fight against
Yaradua.

“l am sure Goodluck Jonathan
wants to use Ribadu as Obasanjo
did to save some people or persecute
them. If Jonathan is honest and
sincere, why not extend the same
goodwill to Major Al-Mustapha and
others, who have been in custody
for over 11 years for attempted
murder” he said.

Tsav said the decision would
lay a dangerous precedence that
some Nigerians are above the law.

He therefore advised the EFCC to
arrest the former EFCC boss up
whenever he shows up.

“The act of discriminatory
justice will only encourage crime in
the country and make the job ofthe
police difficult. If indeed Ribadu
believes that he is innocent of the
charges, he should appear before
the Code of Conduct Tribunal
to defend himself? That is what
a government which cherishes
honesty and justice should have
ordered,” he said.

.2 noon;
to 5pm
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Fiscal federalism solution to Jos crises -1BB

I wonder at what point IBB
became a democrat after his
annulment of the fairest and
freest election in our recent

FORMER EFCC Chairman Nuhu
Ribadu

Ribadusays he wants
to return home

Iwrite in response to the impend-
ingreturn of Nuhu Ribadu back to
Nigeria. I have a suggestion: since
Professor lwu’s tenure as head of
INEC is coming to an end, would
it not be a proactive, intelligent
and progressive government that
would appoint Nuhu Ribadu into
that position, with Wole Soyinka
on the Advisory board? Oh, itwas
justathought since we always aim
to embark on putting Nigeria on
the global democratic level of
other democratic nations that
don't rig their elections.

Jaiyeola Bagbansoro

jbagbansoro@hotmail.com

Sorting out the

minimum wage mess

WELL | guess you have said
enough, but regarding the real
facts about the countrys civil serv-
ice, the redundancy is quite appall-
ing. Here, I am trying to point out
that the percentage of Nigerian
civil servants that do not help
in the production process is too
much, most especially at the State
and Local Governments. Those
are places where you meet a single
person out ofa hundred assuming
all the responsibilities in an office
making the others redundant. In
another context, our major source
ofincome in Nigeria is crude oil. It
does not come from our sweat but
rather a God-given gift If it were
to stop for just a day (God forbid)
you will see openly the problems of
being unproductive. Finally, I am
not trying to condemn the issue of
minimum wage increase, but rather
informing the workforce or civil
service of its shortcoming. | hope
my fellow Nigerians will change
their attitudes towards their duties.
Muhammad Auwal
frarufy05@hotmail.com

FCT residents
to pay more for
water

THE FCT Water Board director is
insensitive to the plight of Abuja
residents. Did he get approval
from the National Assembly to
increase the water rate?

Emma

emmaj@yahoo. co.uk

history.

Who is fooling who by his
trying to curry favors with lead-
ers of the West whose son had

clearly won the election of June
12 1993? Why do retired mili-
tary generals think that they are
the only ones who can lead this

country of ours?

It is indicative of the arro-
gance of these self-serving
have-beens who stole our

resources and now want to use
it to grab power.
Longpet H. G
halelongpet@btinternet.com

Chief Imam: |saw Yar'adua last night

IF the two sheikhs that accompa-
nied the Imam confirmed publicly
what the imam narrated, then we
have no doubt of him being alive
because we have faith in them.
Buhari Sani
sanibuhari@ymail.com

...Another game plan of the
cabal to divert the attention of
the masses from'current national
affairs. First, itwas Yaraduascousin
stating that he sawhim playingwith
animals, then Isa Yuguda, and now
the Chieflmam! The Imam should
have told Yaradua to address Nige-
rians via NTA/Radio Nigeria if
he wants Nigerians to take him
(Imam) serious.

Wahab

womonl@aol.com

It is a good to finally know the
true state ofhealth ofthe President
butitisan expression ofungrateful-
ness to Allah for anyone to advise
him to return to the Presidency
unless some people insist on want-
ing him to attract indignity and
abuse to himselfand his kinsmen.
Yar Adua should be courageous and
make history.

Tasiu Muhd Ringim

tmringim@gmail.com

Yaradua is not an ordinary per-
son. Why are they shielding him
from the greater percentage of
Nigerians? Ifat least one Nigerian
should see him, that person ought
to be Acting President Goodluck
Jonathan, because at the moment
he is the countrys Number One
citizen. Please, unless there is an
ulterior motive, Goodluck should
be allowed to see Yar adua.

Lamara Garba Azare

lamaragarba@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT Umaru Yar'adua

Is it not a shame that the Acting
president has not been able to see
the President and the Imams have
been able to see him? I respect the
men with respect to their spiritual
calling but if Mr. President is that
healthy to receive visitors, I think it
isaslapto Nigeriansthat he has not
been able to talk with his deputy or
even make a public statement. This
might just be another of the long
line of lies we have been hearing. |
justhope that the spiritual men will
not be dragged into this mess.

Don

chia28us@yahoo.com

Why cant Nigerians just move
forward? This man is unwell and
trying to recuperate. We dont need
any Pastor or Mullah telling us
about his health. Ifever he is fit to
return to his post, we should wish
him well and the best. Nigerians
should learn to let sleeping dogs lie.
The fact that we dont has made us
to stagnate for more than 50 years.

Bunmi Abimbola

bunmiahmadou@aol.com

This isa good development for
Nigeria, and I believe it will down-
size the tension. Please let the

meeting with the Senate President,
Speaker, and Acting President be
scheduled in time. Equally ordi-
nary citizens want to have a glance
attheir president.
Rislana Kanya
mohdelrislan@yahoo.com

The prayer of Nigerians will
never come to fulfillment. He is
going to resume back to office by
the end ofthis month. The heart of
those who speak against him will
be silenced and forgotten. God’
plans are different from mens. He
has shown wonders in the heart
ofthe unexpected. Yar’adua is the
messiah sent by God to rescue our
Country Nigeria. He must accom-
plish the work which he has come
to do.

Samuel Agber Jnr

aondowase@ymail.com

I pray Allah grants him a speedy
recoveryand no sane person wants
him dead but | strongly feel it is
most imperative and obligatory for
him &his familyto at least show us
his current picture and he should
address the nation in a televised
address.

Bolaji

bjmashaun@gmail.com

He met with Yaradua, shook
hands with him twice, “a brief
exchange”, but did he talk with
Yaradua?...Certainly not. Yaradua
has been recovering since the week
after he left for Saudi Arabia and
till now it is still the same old tale.
These stories can never be true until
he appears on NTA not BBC Radio
or any other radio station

Justice Uzoma

spatams4real @yahoo.com

I do not know what they want

to achieve with this news as we do
not want anything to heat up the
Nigeria Polity again at this time. All
along they have kept the condition
ofthe President secretand it should
remain so till he is fit to appear in
public. It will be a political hara kiri
atthis time to open old wounds. Let
the Acting President settledown and
swear in the new cabinet The Presi-
dent needs ample time to recuper-
ate. Nigeriahas been stagnantfor too
long. Iflwerein his shoes I will walk
from awayfrom power and focuson
recovery. God heal the President!
Chris Ariama
chrisariama@yahoo. co.uk

The chief Imam of Abuja
National Mosque claimed that he
and three other Imams saw the
president This raises a lot questions
that demand answers. Were they
invited or they went there on their
own?Whyhasntthe president, since
his arrival into the country, been
allowed to see any ofthe following:
The Vice President (now Acting
President), the Senate president
The Speaker House of Reps., and
his political associates? Why cant
he speak to Nigerians via our mass
media? What | feel about the whole
thing is that this isjust another tac-
tic employed by his so-called cabal
to distractthe Actingpresident from
carryingouthisduties. Whateverthe
Imams said does not mean anything
to us. IfYaraduashealth condition is
improving, let the majority of Nige-
rians testifyto that Let him address
the nation. Nigerians should resist
anyattemptby certain individualsto
cause confusion in this country. Let
the Acting President remain focused
and carryouthis duties without fear.
Thankyou

Emmanuel Dauda

emmavis2003@yahoo.com

Why Jonathan couldn't swear in ministers

MR .Jonathan, just go ahead but
try to do it with one heart and in
the name of our slogan; UNITY,
PEACE AND PROGRESS
Buhari Sani
sanibuhari@ymail.com

The issue of who will be allo-
cated with key ministries between
the North and South does not
arise. All we need from the Ag.
President is to look at the new
ministers and allocate them based
on merit. By doing this, | am sure
he will form a good cabinet that
will help him in taking our coun-
try to the Promised Land.

Abubkr Badru Jkamshi

damurna@yahoo.com

That is it, completely undeter-

mined. How can you count on
people you dont know? Itisafur-
ther clarification that Goodluck
simply formed the FEC to please
some people in order to secure
PDP5ticket come 2011.

Usman Ahmed Danbaba

danbabal986@yahoo.com

If Jonathan ishaving problems
with placing the ministers in
appropriate ministries, the ques-
tion becomes what guided their
selection in the first place. Nigeria
is a funny country.

John Jones

jones77779@yahoo.com

There you go again! Mr. Ag.
President could not swear in
Ministers because he didn’t know

ACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan

which office fits who? Now that is
clearindication that Mr. Jonathan
was not the one that handpicked
his team. It is obvious that some-

one somewhere dictated the
selection of that list. If not, one
would have expected that before
even the announcement of their
names, Mr. Ag President would
have known their capabilities and
their area ofspecialization. In fact
we expected he had ear-marked
them for various ministries even
before the Senate could have
finished screening them. | have
great respect for his personality
and love for Mr. Goodluck for his
humility therefore he should not
please fail me and mahy Nigerians
that fullybehind him by giving us
these kinds of excuses. I just pray
that those aides ofhis are not try-
ing to play funny games.
Salisu Umar
salisgaladunci@yahoo.com


mailto:halelongpet@btinternet.com
mailto:frarufy05@hotmail.com
mailto:sanibuhari@ymail.com
mailto:womonl@aol.com
mailto:chia28us@yahoo.com
mailto:bunmiahmadou@aol.com
mailto:bjmashaun@gmail.com
mailto:spatams4real@yahoo.com
mailto:sanibuhari@ymail.com
mailto:damurna@yahoo.com

12 OPINION

By Musa Ahmad Azare

Gaddafi's gaffe: The US has
said worse things of Nigeria

S ome call him ‘tontroversial’;
others ‘unfathomable’; still
others call him *fatuous’ and
yet, others out rightly call him
‘mad man’; perhaps borrow-

ing from former United States presi-

dent Ronald Reagan who once labelled
the Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi as

a “mad dog” A skilled political opera-

tor, highly philosophical, an intellectual

in every sense ofthe word, Gaddafi is a

leader who is fondly adored by his peo-

ple such that no single Libyan is raising
an eyebrow as their leader turn him-
selfinto a life president of sorts. He is
running his country based on the prin-
ciples of justice, equity and fair play,
something that can hardly be said ofhis
counterparts in Nigeriaand many other

African countries.

Recently, the media reported that the
Libyan president made some unguarded
utterances about Nigeria that elicited
outrage and condemnations from vari-
ous quarters. Gaddafi was quoted to
have suggested the splitting of Nigeria
into two sovereign nations; one for
Christians, the other for Muslims, as a
panacea to the recurring sectarian vio-
lence in the country. However, Gaddafi
is not the first to advance such a view-

Isour patriotism
WM and loyalty truly
to Nigeria orto our
respective ethnic,
regional and other
sentiments?

point on Nigeria; in fact Gaddafi’ is
merely a viewpoint, even though a faux
pas and a major diplomatic gaffe.

The United States of Americahad on
two different occasions expressed worse
negative viewpoints about Nigeria. |
call America’s negative viewpoints on
Nigeria worse because they are not
just viewpoints or suggestions, they are
prophesies or predictions clearly aimed
at undermining Nigeria and create
instability and subsequently cause dis-
integration.

| n 1997, at the peak of the dictato-

rial regime of late Gen. Abacha, the

United States Bureau of Intelligence
and Research wrote on Nigeria thus;
“The country is increasingly becoming
ungovernable.... Ethnic and regional
splits are deepening.... Religious cleav-
ages are more serious; Muslim funda-
mentalism and Evangelical Christian
militancy are on the rise; and Northern
Muslim anxiety over Southern Christian
control of the economy is intense.... the
will to keep Nigeria together is now very
weak” Notice the Muslim-Christian
divides as observed by the US in the
above pronouncement. Inthe same vein,
the United States National Intelligence
Council released a report in March 2005
in which she predicted the collapse of
the African Giant in amatter of 15years.
“The most important decline would be the
outright collapse ofNigeria....” says the
report.

The above is an indication that the
United States is more of an enemy to
Nigeria than friend. Any country that
predicts the collapse of another sov-
ereign country is not a friend to that
country; otherwise it shouldVe helped
the collapsing country to sort itself out.
America being the master of the art of
conspiracy and clandestine interference
in other nations’affairs must have surely
planted something terrible in Nigeria, to
be making such predictions. But Gadd-
afi only expressed his candid opinion
out of deep concern for the continuing
barbaric killings of women, children
and the aged in Nigeria, in the name of
either Christianity or Islam. The bar-
baric shedding of innocent blood in
this country, reminiscent ofthe dreadful
Rwandan genocide seems not to matter
atall to Nigerian leaders, hence, various
suggestions by all manner of people in
and outside our shores are proffered,
some provocative and condemnable
while others filled with wisdom. The
level of outrage and consternation that
greeted Gaddafi’s unfortunate remarks
about Nigeria and the relatively low-key
responses to Americas conspiratorial
conduct are, to say the least, surprising.

H owever, beneath Gaddafis
honest suggestions and Amer-
icas deadly prophesies lay

some seriously disturbing questions:
Is Nigeria truly a one nation with one
destiny? Are we not already split up?
Do we really love one another as com-
patriots or are wejust pretending? Do we
really believe in one Nigeriaatall? Isour
patriotism and loyalty truly to Nigeria
orto our respective ethnic, regional and
other sentiments? | strongly believe that
not a few Nigerians know very well the
answers to these posers.

Nigeria, a name coined by a British
woman called Flora Shaw is a collection
ofclearly differentand non-conforming
cultures and traditions; and completely
divergent socio-economic and politi-
cal entities. This collection was package
into avery complexwhole in 1914byour
colonizers and exploiters for their own
selfish interests; to continue to med-
dle in our in our affairs, to hinder our
peaceful co-existence and to continue
to rob us of our fortunes till eternity.
And we Nigerians have not helped our-
selves since the colonial fortune seekers
left our shores. We continued to live in
the mutual distrust and antagonism, on
which track the colonialists have put us.
Since then, every national challenge is
taken along ethnic or regional dimen-
sions instead of facing it as one nation.

The 1954 Constitution which made
Nigeria into a Federation of three
regions; Eastern, Western and North-
ern regionsencouraged the formation of
regional political parties; Action Group
(AG), represented the Western region
of predominandy Yoruba, Northern
Peoples’ Congress (NPC), represented
the Northern region of predominantly
Hausa/Fulani and National Council of
Nigerian Citizens (NCNC), represented
the Eastern region of predominantly
Igbo.

Azare wrotefrom 10, Muhammad.
DanmadamiRoad, Azare, Bauchi State
(maazare@yahoo.com)
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By Abdul-Azeez Suleiman

Yobe: Reviving the core-values

of Kanem-Bornu

H istorians agree that the
ancient Kanem-Bornu
Empire had great lead-
erswith great visions and
greater values. Those
values included the dispensation ofjus-
tice to all manner of people throughout
the empire and the tradition of leader-
ship by example. The empire comprised
principally of the present Yobe and
Borno states.

Centuries after the dismemberment
ofthat empire into smaller units, history
isrepeating itself, atleastin the Yobehalf
ofit. Sticking to the tradition ofconsist-
ency taught by the ancient Kanem lead-
ers, Governor Ibrahim Gaidam appears
to be reviving the legendary values of
the founders ofthe empire.

Gaidam has acquired a reputation
for consistency in insisting that work-
ers in the state are not humiliated and
exploited, that debt and depression do
not compel farmers off the land, and
that the state must focus more on edu-
cational development so it could rank
among the highest in the country.

Asdeputy governor in 2007, Gaidam
along with his late boss Mamman Bello
Ali persisted in addressing the numer-
ous defects ofthe administrations that
preceded theirs by putting in place
policies towards ensuring that things

nailed a reaffirmation of
Yobe's historic values by
bringing back the people's

hk . )
lost confidence inthe

get better; that those who had least did
not suffer most; poor people did not get
poorer and the state generally must not
be weak.

B  oth however have had to face a
prolonged batde waged on them
by a minority group that pre-

ferred the perpetration of the sort of

government that would only be prof-

itable to the powerful by making a

mockery ofdemocracy, by empowering

bureaucracy and plutocracy.

Members of this self-interest group
did not feel any need for being fair nor
did they see any reason for presenting
logical arguments to justify their posi-
tion. Typical ofalllosing detractors, the
group encouraged a few media scoun-
drels to assert and reassert arguments
that are completely disproved in a bid
to create public opinion by propaganda
to the ignorant.

Even when Gaidam by providence
assumed the governorship following his
bosss death in 2009, the batde persisted
until the courts oflaw recendy made a
landmark pronouncement that perma-
nently sealed the fate of his opponents.
Throughout those trying moments,
Gaidam remained undaunted. He
fought on to ensure that the values they
had set for the state did not shrink, that
farmers had markets for their produce
and that youth in the state do not con-

Empire

tinue to face a grim problem of exist-
ence.

He pursued the campaign for a
democracy of men different from the
rule of an aristocracy of money which
his opponents proposed. He stood
firmly on the principle that govern-
ments are created for the service of the
people and not for domination, and
that'for any government to survive; it
must conserve the interest ofthe com-
mon man.

He immediately diffused authority
among the people with avow to operate
atrue government ofthe people, by the
people and for the people as opposed
to a “‘government of the wealthy, by the
powerful, for the influential.”

Using this asalaunch-pad, Gaidam,
within a short time, was able to mobi-
lize the people of Yobe to begin to think
back to the good old paths set by those
illustrious founders and builders of
the old Kanem-Bornu empire- back to
the landmarks of equality where ordi-
nary men had rights that even power
respected, where justice, not privilege,
was the watchword of leaders who
embraced every section and every class.

H e followed this up by outlining
programmes aimed to guaran-
tee that people’ lives and skills

were not wasted by unemployment,
that children ofthe under privileged no
longer have to contend with a school
system that was deprived and derided
by government officialswho won't send
their own children to public schools.

He also charted a policy direction
that guaranteed social security for even
those who are not poor, even those who
do not have children going through the
public schooling system, even those
who are not old and anxious, not young
and unemployed and not badly housed.

Generally, the governor has proved
to be a leader speaks less and works
more, who would always be among his
fellow citizens and listen to them in
order to fashion out a state ofeconomic
prosperity and social justice distinct
from the uncaring, removed-from-
the- people government intended by
his opponents.

Thus Gaidam, in the last one year
alone, has been able to present a great
moral asset that holds within itself the
hope that in the future, the state will no
longer suffer from the past complexes
of being indebted to a certain clique.
This one year has signalled a reaffirma-
tion of Yobeshistoric values by bringing
back the people’ lost confidence in the
experience ofgovernance, confidence in
the values of democracy, confidence in
the decency of leadership and above all,
confidence in the relevance of Kanem3
experience as spiritual crossroads.

Perhaps this explains whythe people
ofYYobe, now free intheir democratic life,
conscious partners in progress, secure
in their new-found political environ-
ment and enjoying a moderately decent
standard of living are already forming
a fine bulwark against the opposition
who place political exploitation above
the collective interest ofthe state. ,,

Suleiman wrote from Wuse I,
Abuja; he can be reached at weekend.
news@yahoo.com
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Your Letters
Run AdrewAzazi, run

(0] n behalf of concerned
youths, women, chil-
dren and all citizens of
Bayelsa State, we write

you this letter to beseech you to

consider running for the Gover-
norship of Bayelsa State.

Our call isbased on the fact that
Bayelsa State has become too polar-
ized, too deeply divided, too eco-
nomically retarded and too under-
developed.

BAYELSAyearns is not a politi-
cal group. We do not seek publicity
or political relevance. Nor do we
seek to unnecessarily agitate the
polity and set off a round of ger-
rymandering.

14 years after its creation from
the old Rivers State On 1996),
Bayelsa State have become a sor-
rowful, shameful and painful
example of what could happen to
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Send vour letters to letterstadailytrustcom

a people when they refuse to agree
and decide on their right to good
leadership, peace and progress.

14 years after, a people so
blessed stand the risk of being
tagged‘cursed’ -

Of all the states of the Niger
Delta, we are the most blessed in
terms of Federal appointments.

We have had a fair share of top
military brass. We have our fair
share of ministers in key govern-
ment ministries. We have even had
a Vice President. Now we have an
acting president.

In spite of all these, our peo-
ple still wallow in abject poverty,
underdevelopment and neglect.

The cradle of ljaw has become
the subject ofexercises on bad lead-
ership, underdeveloped, political
deceit and disunity.

We have too many ‘big men’in
Bayelsastate. Reallybig men, yet we
lack leaders who can bring change,
unity, prosperity and development.

Text uson 081318000 30

Overtoyou,GSHA

GOMBE state Hoiise of Assem-
bly should pass the bill against
homosexual and gay peoples in
the state. This ishecause any delay
makes the activities of that devi-
ant group ofpeople to escalate and
cause havoc on the conduct and
behaviour of our unsuspecting
youngsters, especially in Gombe
metropolis. The ulama must come
out strong to preach against these
vices.

08034251855.

Misdirected energy

NLC should stop messing around.
You're fighting alost war on behalf
of a group of selfish and unreli-
able political parties. Make your
FIGHT one fora LIVING WAGE
for workers.
IBRAHIM
08066014446.

Zakirai, Kano,

Blood for ballot

SO Jos crisis has won 2011 for
Jang. It5 very unfortunate that

the lives and properties of inno-
cent people were destroyed as a
strategy to win elections in 2011.
Ibelieve alead is now provided as
to the causes of the crisis.
08091078803.

Isthat a new game?

THE recurring crises in Jos are
a shame to the North, to Nigeria
a subject to use in mocking us in
countries like Libya, USA, etc.
It is unfortunate however that
while thousands are bereaved still
mourning their loved ones, some
thoughtless goats in human skin,
who only care about this perish-
able world are publicly celebrat-
ing, proclaiming that the unfor-
tunate incidence has WON for
THEM an automatic TICKET to
2011 ELECTION at the price of
thousands orphaned, widowed
and made refugees. One wonders
ifthis isnt the motive behind the
setting up the CRISIS in the first
place. In advanced countries, this
statement would be worth inves-

Every big man wants to be at the
helm of affairs. Everyone wants to
call the shots. Everyone wants to
take care of himself. No one wants
to take care of the people.

We seek someone who can take
care ofour people and give us good
leadership that will unite all and
provide for all.

Dear General Azazi, some say
you are too big to run for Governor.
Others say your military bearing
and background may tamper with
your ability to provide exceptional
political leadership.

We say, you are a neutral man
backed by a lifetime of regimen-
tation, precision and direction.
Bayelsa state needs eight years of
regimentation, precision and direc-
tion.

Afterthat time, our politics may
have become more people oriented
and new leaders may have emerged.

Victor Weri (bayelsa@gmail.
com)

tigating.
SALISU Aso, Suleja,
08069743517.

What mandate, Danjuma?

THE head -of Presidential Advi-
sory Committee not a governor!
Only the governor is responsible
for nominating the minister, Gen
T.Y Danjumashould act within his
schedule as presidential adviser;
and Gov Suntai of Taraba State
should play his role; one should
notusurp the mandate ofthe other.
07065550394.

Yaradua and the Chief Imam

THE declaration by the Chief
Imam of Abuja has shed some
light on the kind of leadership
we have. While | commend the
Islamic clerics on their concern
for the president’s health, it is
necessary for the Christian lead-
ership to visit him too, because as
a father ofall, he should see all.
MAXWELL, Sokoto,
08039648802.

OPINION

By ljeoma Kalu

The hidden merits of microfinance

| n Nigeria, only about 35% of the economically active
population has access to formal financial services,
according to the Microfinance Policy, Regulatory and
Supervisory Framework for Nigeria, published 2005.
The remaining 65% is often served by informal finan-
cial institutions such as moneylenders, friends, relatives,
cooperatives, etc. Ignoring to regulate the activities ofthese
informal sources does not create a vibrant financial system
that promotes micro, small and medium enterprises growth
and development. This isbecause their activities are not mon-
itored by official regulatory organs, such as the Central Bank
ofNigeria (CBN), to enhance stability and promote a sound
financial system. In recent times, the activities of coopera-
tive societies and self-help groups have called to question the
unethical practices they engage in, like defrauding customers
and engaging in pseudo-banking services. Unlike the micro-
finance banks, such informal organizations are not licensed
to carry out the business of micro financing and are not regu-
lated by the Central Bank of Nigeria and other key agencies
like the Nigerian Deposit Insurance Corporation (NDIC),
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and
the Nigerian Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA).

Nigeria is a country that has enormous potentials in the
microfinance market, as it accounts for 93.79 percent micro
credit demand to the tune of $19.2 billion (N2.82 trillion),
according to a research report by Intellectual Capital Advi-
sory Services (Intellecap). Itisimportant to state that despite
the current issues in the Nation’ financial terrain, Microfi-
nance Banks have held their own by stimulating economic
growth through promoting savings, and access to credit for
micro small and medium entrepreneurs. A robust economic
growth cannot be achieved in any economy without a frame-
work or strategy that focuses on poverty-alleviation, empow-
erment, and promoting access to credit, which microfinance
banks are in a unique position to promote. Such specialised
financial institutions have made their mark in enabling
access to economic activities, promoting entrepreneurship,
increasing employment opportunities, selfreliance, enhanc-
ing household income and also creating wealth.

The reality is that poor people are excluded from formal
financial systems due to their unique saving needs, their need
for small loans, and lack of collateral for credit. However,
the rise of microfinance in Nigeria represents a remarkable
accomplishment that demonstrates that it is possible to pro-
vide cost-effective financial services to the poor. There are
over 900 Microfinance Banks in existence; with at least 30
operating in Abuja. Average loan sizes range from as little
as N 5,000 to amounts higher for organizations and groups.
Over N50 Billion has been given out already to target audi-
ences like micro, small and medium entrepreneurs (MSMES),
formal and informal self-help groups, individuals, coopera-
tives, associations and low-income groups who are also pro-
vided other services such as business advisory, managerial,
marketing, technical .administrative support and proper loan
usage monitoring. Many countries in Asia have due to their
success stories on microfinance expanded opportunities on
promoting wealth creation, employment generation and pov-
erty reduction. India and China are exceEent examples of
countries that were also able to apply home grown micro-
finance strategies to position their economies to stay afloat
despite the global economic recession that has affected a lot
of countries all over the world. Lessons and examples from
best practices like Bangladesh is lauded. The microfinance
industry in Bangladesh has been able to provide microcredit
to about 13 million poor households. There are also around
1,200 microfinance institutions in Bangladesh with four nota-
ble ones—Grameen Bank, Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC), Association for Social Advancement
(ASA) and Proskika that cover about 90% ofall clients.

It is imperative that the Central Bank of Nigeria ensures
that only professionals are permitted to practice. The ongoing
Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) target examination ofmicro-
finance banks in the country and the certification programme
will go a long way towards ensuring that this sector has the
technical capacity needed to accomplish the goals the Micro-
finance Policy in 2005 envisages. Financial support such as
funds and grants should also be providedto this sector, which
is a major vehicle for promoting the growth of micro small
and medium enterprises (MSMESs) that haVe been verified
as important for poverty reduction and rapidly growing the
economy ofany nation. Nigeria should nothfc left behind.

Ms Kalu wrotefrom 35, Herbert Macaulay Way, Wuse
Zone 5, Abuja (whitedrummer74@yahoo.com
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NITEL sale

F ollowing three unsuccessful attempts to sell the Nigerian Tel-
ecommunications Limited (NITEL), it now appears that New
Generations Communications Limited (NGCL) has emerged
asthe national carrier’s newowner. NGCL offered $2.5 billion
forthe troubled carrier, though not without several objections

and allegations, after the previous owners, Transnational Corporation
of Nigeria PLC (TRANSCORP), was forced to divest due to proven ina-
bility to transform the company. Other reasons for their exit include the
non-injection of new funds, failure to adhere to the terms of the Share
Sales Purchase Agreement (SSPA), and the inability to meet their obliga-
tion to pay staffemoluments.

Created in 1985 after the merger of Nigerian External Telecommu-
nications Ltd, common carrier services and the telecommunications
arm of the Department of Posts and Telecommunications, NITEL was,
until the recent mobile communications explosion, the state monopoly
responsible for virtually all telecoms activities, and operated a mixture
of analogue and digital technologies. It still has the only land-line net-
workin the country and other valuable, though fast depreciating, assets.

The Federal Government began seeking a buyer for a minimum 75
per cent of NITEL and 100 per cent of its mobile unit M-Tel in July
2009 after TRANSCORRP divested its stake. Prospective investors were
invited to acquire either at least 75 per cent equity in the entire NITEL
conglomerate or a stake in one or several of its components, includ-
ing M-Tel, submarine fibre-optic cable division SAT-3, the company’s
domestic fixed-line infrastructure, its national fibre-optic transmission
backbone, and its Coded Division Multiple Access(CDMA) network.

In an attempt to fend offunserious bidders who, ifthey won the bid,
would be unable to pay the final bid price as was the experience in the
last three failed attempts, the Bureau for Public Enterprises (BPE) intro-
duced amore stringent requirement ofposting a 30 per centbond ofthe
anticipated bid offered by each potential core investor. This requirement
was met by the bidders. The Second National Carrier, Globacom, was
disqualified in the interest of promoting competition, and the mainly
South Africa-owned MTN could not geta stake in SAT-3underseacable
for which it only offered a paltry $25 million.

The major challenge confronting the preferred bidders now remains
one of raising the funds to pay for the balance of the bid and to turn
NITEL into an efficient and profitable enterprise in the shortest pos-
sible time. To achieve that, they need to re-tool, re-equip and renovate
to give existing operators a run for their money. The nation’s landlines
and facsimile system need to be revived.

(0] verall, while we concede the desirability of trying to bring pri-
vate sector funds, management style and modem expertise to
improve service deliveryand general performance of public sec-

tor utilities, there still remain several technical complications inher-

ent in the whole privatization exercise. Share purchase agreements are
often inchoate, asset acquisition is often not properly controlled and
several aspects of the share purchase agreement are non- enforceable.

Due diligence isoften conducted in the dataroom of BPE. There are few

guidelines regarding assets stripping by these firms allowed to acquire

state enterprises.

Other areas of concern include conflicts of interest between the
acquired enterprise and other arms of the acquiring firm operating in
the same market, lack of managerial capacity of the acquiring private
investor, lack of technical knowledge of the particular industry by the
acquiring firm, inability to meet financial benchmarks, replacing state
monopoly with a new private monopoly, unnecessary retrenchments of
personnel inherited by the acquiring firm, fraudulent transfer ofthe
properties ofthese acquired firms to subsidiaries ofthe core investor, as
in the case of NITEL, Ajaokuta and Aladja Steel firms, etc. The issue is
to always remember that these were public assets transferred to private
hands on the understanding that services and charges would improve
and be affordable to the consumer.

Monitoring of privatized enterprises isessential to ensure all aspects
of the purchase agreements are adhered to. Future exercises must be
made more transparent to avoid charges of unethical conduct in the
selection of core investors. BPE, the regulatory commission should be
more alive to its responsibilities.
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Governors and oil industry cash-calls

Contlfrom last week.

T he above listed anom-
alies, unfortunately,
cannot be addressed
by a simple audit of
cash calls. This will

lead us nowhere as the NEITI

audits have already revealed. What
is required is a full blown Value for

Money Audit that analyzes out-

turn project costs and compar-

ing them with similar projects in

Nigeria and elsewhere (Internal

and External cost benchmarking)

with the following key elements:-

a) Reconciling cash-calls paid
and received

b) Verifyingaccounting records
to ascertain accuracy and objectiv-
it

d ¢) Analyzing in depth the proc-

esses by which capital projects,

contracts and procurements are
managed and controlled

d) Analyzing, validating and
comparing the operating costs
between operators

e) Comparing operating costs
in Nigeria against costs interna-
tionally.

The NEITI of which | am a
member of the National Stake-
holder Working Group (NSWG)
was set up to deal with issues like
have been discussed so far as they
relate to the extractive industry
particularly the oil and gas indus-
try where they have been man-
dated to inject transparency and
accountability into a sector that has
been hitherto been most opaque.

T he NEITI Act in section
3(a) empowers the NEITI
to evaluate without preju-

dice to any relevant contractual

obligations and sovereign obliga-
tions the practices of all extrac-
tive industry companies and gov-
ernment respectively, regarding
acquisition ofacreages, budgeting,
contracting, material procurement
and production cost profile in
order to ensure due process, trans-
parency and accountability. In liv-
ing up to this powers, the NEITI
advertised on their website a value
for money audit in 2007 which
with the following broad terms of
reference “The Value-for-Money
Audit (VFM Audit) will audit the
terms, procedures, and practices
associated with joint ventures
and production sharing contracts
between Nigeria and commercial
oil companies. The objective of
this audit is to ensure that: i) The
financial accounting pertaining to
such JVs and PSCs fairly represents
the actual and reasonable costs
incurred in exploring, extracting,
and transporting oil, among other
such aspects of oil production in

Nigeria; and

ii)Such costs associated with oil
production in Nigeria are reason-
ably consistent with the costs asso-
ciated with comparable operations,
domestically and internationally,
along with substantiated analy-
sis explaining material deviations
arising from evaluation against
such comparables.”

As it turned out even though
tenders were received and analysed
for this laudable audit, the NEITI
did not go ahead with this all

By Peter Esele

important value for money audit.
The absence of transparency in oil
and gas, and doubts about the cost
efficiency and effectiveness which
a value-for-money audit and a
benchmarking exercise, would
have at the least given a detailed
and informed view to address, still
persist and are getting worse as the
frustration gleaned in the gover-
nors statement clearly shows.

True that the Petroleum Indus-
try Bill (PIB) and the Local Con-
tent Bill will address some of the
problems but it is going to take a
long time for the structures set out
in these new Bills to take root and
begin to address real problems.
Again these Bills when enacted
into law will create their own
problems which ifwe are not care-
ful, will only pile into the existing
problems which we have refused
to even study, understand and to
begin to positively address.

The Bill is the result ofthe OGIC
work A value for money audit, as
discussed above would have sup-
plemented the work ofthe OGIC,
generate useful information on
how to attain cost efficiency in
the sector whatever the Joint Ven-
ture structure is eventually applied
(whether Incorporated or Unincor-
porated).Again, we are putting the
cart before the horse and the result
is motion without movement.
Decisions reached and actions
taken in “a fire brigade” approach
cannot be optimal and will not
solve deep rooted problems satis-
factorily. Well, one could argue that
the problem ofjumping before we
think is peculiar to the oil and gas
industry because decisions relating
thereto are bound to be “oily” given
the importance ofthe sector to our
national budget and well being. But
alas, the situation isnow becoming
a national disease. Just take a look
at the power sector, the deplorable
state of our road network or the

A True that the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) and

the Local Content Bill will address some ofthe

problems but itisgoing to take a long time for

the structures set out in these new Billsto take

root and begin to address real problems

One is tempted to say that
there is inertia and an attempt to
deal with the problems of the oil
and gas industry from a position
of ignorance which of course is
always a recipe for disaster. My
position on this is informed by
Government5 attitude and inten-
tions to solve the oil industry very
fundamental problems without
wanting to carry out studies that
will enable informed judgement,
decisions and objective solutions
to be proffered and affected thus:

a) NEITI audits that have been
hailed as opening up the industry
and enhancing transparency and
accountability in this very vital
sector have stalled on the comple-
tion of the 2005 audit. The years
2006 to 2009 are now in arrears
and the longer the audit is delayed
the more difficult it is to obtain
the relevant documents for a suc-
cessful audit. Besides the lessons
learnt will no longer be useful as
the report becomes stale by the
time itis released.

b) The Government wants to
deregulate the downstream sector
without first stepping back to carry
out a study to document the prob-
lems, understand what is responsi-
ble for the inefficiency in the sector
before taking the right decision to
inject competition, efficiency and
effectiveness into the sector. Gov-
ernments’ position that they will
carry out this study after deregula-
tion seems to me like putting the
cart before the horse in which case
progress cannot be made.

c) The Petroleum Industry Bill
(P1B) which is meant to address the
problems with the upstream sector
is too wide and sweeping that it
will take almost ten years to fully
implement the Act when passed.

depressing state of our education.
We are in deep .trouble whatever
the sector we look at because we
are afraid either to find out factsor
we do not want to act from a posi-
tion of the strength ofknowledge.
This is why it is possible for
importers of petroleum products
to encourage and support a dereg-
ulated environment that they know
will further entrench their author-
ity to rip off the consumer and
guarantee them continued corrupt
income; that is why our refineries
will never work so that importers
can be guaranteed business; that
is why the upstream companies
will continue to oppose the PIB
because it is the first bold attempt
to give the oil and gas resource to
Nigerians who truly own it.

A Il in all, it is our consid-
ered opinion that the
Governors’ call for a cash

call audit is appropriate. Such an

audit should not just be limited
to a confirmation of what cash
call has been paid and what cash
call has been received. It should

go deeper than that to include a

full blown value for money audit

which should also include cost
benchmarking both amongst the
companies domestically but also
internationally. Unwillingness to
carry out detailed study into the
challenges that we face, whatever
the sector concerned is like jump-
ing blind folded. We should be bold
to move away from that attitude
and approach. Modern progressive
and successful governments do not
solve problems in that manner.

Concluded.

Esele, a former President of

PENGASSAN, is head of TUC

(eselel 914@gmail.com)
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Zuma calls for calm over
white supremacist Killing

SOUTH African President Jacob
Zuma called yesterday for calm
following the murder of white
supremacist leader  Eugene
Terre’Blanche as his party vowed
to avenge the killing.

The 69-year-old leader of the
extremist Afrikaner Weerstands-
beweging (AWB, Afrikaner
Resistance Movement) was bru-
tally killed by black workers on his
farm on Saturday evening, spark-
ing fears of renewed race tensions.

His party has vowed to avenge
his murder and AWB secretary-
general Andre Visagie told AFP
that the group would meet on
May 1to plan the way forward but
urged itsmembers to remain calm
and to not take immediate action.
“We will decide upon our actions

G/Bissau's
ousted army
chief'fine’
after mutiny

GUINEA-BISSAU’S army chief
General Jose Zamora Induta “is
fine”, two days after he was over-
thrown and detained in an army
mutiny, an aide to President Malam
Bacai Sanha said at the weekend.

The statement came after
the president asked a delegation
headed by one of his advisors
Mario Cabral to find out about the
conditions under which Induta is
being held, a source close to the
president’ office said. Induta had
complained about soldiers using
profanities when they arrested him
on Thursday.

“Zamora is being treated well
and is fine,” said Cabral, who is
the presidents diplomatic advisor,
after seeing Induta at a barracks
near the airport. Prime Minister
Carlos Gomes Junior, who was
also arrested, threatened and put
under house arrest in the mutiny,
said Friday after talks with Bacai,
that the situation was “now stable.
“I can assure you that institutions
will return to their normal func-
tions,” he added.

Witnesses at the weekend
described Bissau as calm after the
latest turmoil in the former Por-
tuguese colony, which has lurched
from coup to coup since independ-
ence in the 1970s.

The country’s years of instabil-
ity and institutional weaknesses
have made it an easy target for
drug-lords who traffic cocaine by
air and sea, often escaping detec-
tion in Guinea-Bissaus porous
coast, maze ofmangrovesand scat-
tered archipelago.

to avenge Mr Terre’Blanches
death. We will take action and the
specific action ... will be decided
upon at our conference on the
first of May,” said Visagie.

Zumaurged South Africans to
remain calm as opposition parties
and groups warned that the far-
right leaders Killing had created
a potentially explosive situation.

“The President appeals for
calm following this terrible deed
and asks South Africans not to
allow agent provocateurs to take
advantage of this situation by
inciting or fuelling racial hatred,”
a statement from Zumas office
said.

Terre’Blanche was hacked
to death by workers on his farm
outside the farming town ofVen-

tersdorp, in the north west ofthe
country. Two men, one a teen-
ager, who were workers on the
farm have been arrested for the
murder.

They claimed that a fight with
the feared leader ensued after he
refused to pay them their monthly
wages of 300 rand (41 dollars, 30
euros), local media reported.
“This is a sensitive matter,” said
police minister Nathi Mthethwa,
who visited Terre’Blanches family
and the murder scene yesterday.

He warned the public against
making racial inflammatory
statements. “Let us not fan the
flames, let us not romanticise vio-
lence, let us allow the police to do
their work,” Nathi Mthethwa told
journalists.

“There are emotions involved
here, inflammatory state-
ments will not help the case,” he
added. Police barred access to
Terre’Blanches farm yesterday
morning as journalists began to
descend on the small town and
followers of the right-winger
arrived to mourn his death.
According to the Sunday Times
newspaper, the two workers noti-
fied the police after the incident
and waited for them to arrive.

“They also alleged that
Terre’Blanche was a bad boss
who used to physically and ver-
bally abuse them. They claim that
he pushed them too far,” a police
source told the newspaper. His
bloodied body was found in his
bed with facial and head injuries,

Senegal takes back French military bases

SENEGAL'S President Abdou

a machete still embedded in his
flesh and a knob-headed stick
nearby.

Terre’Blanches  supporters,
who wear khaki uniforms and
the organisations swastika-like
symbol, violently opposed South
Africa’ all-race democracy and
campaigned for a self-govern-
ing white state. Their campaign
included bomb attacks that killed
21 people ahead ofthe 1994 polls,
which ended the white minority
apartheid state.

Violence on farms, which
remain overwhelmingly in white
hands 16 years after apartheid
ended, is high in South Africa
with 1,248 farmers and farm
workers killed between 1997 and
2007.

SENEGAL marked 50 years ofindependence yesterday by exerting its
sovereignty with an announcement it was taking back French military
bases, a symbolic move to be cemented after talks with its former colo-
nial ruler.

Senegalese troops are to be joined however by a French contingent
on amarch through the capital as part offestivities for its independence
celebrations, attended by France’ Interior Minister Brice Hortefeux.

The historic step announced by President Abdoulaye Wade in an
address to the nation at the weekend night has no marked effect in the
short term, but is very symbolic for a country branded by 350 years of
French presence. The first French colony south of the Sahara, Senegal
hosts one ofthree permanent French military bases in Africawith 1,200
men based in Dakar. The other bases are in Libreville and Djibouti.

Wades announcement followed shortly after the inauguration ofa

controversial monumentto the African Renaissance, vaunted asa sym-
bol of the emergence of a continent with some one billion inhabitants
after five centuries ofslavery and colonisation.

The 84-year-old said that keeping the military bases in Senegal —one
ofthe rare countries on the continent that has never experienced a coup
detat - “appeared more and more incongruous and has often been felt
by our populations... as an incomplete independence.”

“I solemnly declare that from OOHOO (GMT) April 4 Senegal will
take back all the (military) bases formerly held by France and intends
to exert its sovereignty,” Wade said in an address to the nation on public
television. However several French sources say there is no question of
sovereignty asthe land has remained Senegalese and was only put at the
disposition ofthe French. The announcement has left several questions
about what will happen after Wade’s announcement-
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International
Coup mongering in West Africa

By Charles Onunaiju

| Nanironic twist, as the presi-

dent of ECOWAS Commis-

sion, Ghanaian-born ambas-
sador James Victor Gbeho was
proclaiming last week that the “era
of coup is over in West Africa,” a
faction of the military in Guinea
Bissau was locking up their chief
ofarmy staffand prime minister
in apparent coup attempt.

The military in Guinea Bissau
is factionalized between the loy-
alist of former Navy Chief, Bubo
Na Tchuto, allegedly, the master-
minded ofthe 2008 coup attempt.
Mr. Tchuto who returned from
exile in the Gambia last Decem-
ber, in a canoe, disguised as fish-
erman, took refuge at the United
Nations building. The govern-
ment of Prime Minister Carlos
Gomes has demanded his been
handed over to it.

However, the seizure of the
Prime Minister and Chief of
Army Staffby the renegade sol-
diers paved the way for the fugi-
tive former Navy Chief to; leave
the UN building with no clue as
to his where-about.

As expected, ECOWAS has
condemned the attempted coup
and expressed serious concern
about events in the country. The
statement issued by the ECOWAS
commission from its Abuja head-
quarters in Nigeria, warned that
those responsible for the apparent
coup attempt would meet with a
“robust response and dire conse-
quences from ECOWAS and the
entire international community”.

The sub regional body noted
that the attempted coup was com-
ing at a time when the successful;
presidential election of July 2009
had engendered a socio-political
framework for ECOWAS and
the international community to
engage in strengthening the dem-
ocratic process.

T he statement said that
“ECOWAS is therefore,
watching the develop-

ments in the country very closely
and will leave no stone unturned
in its effort to defend the demo-
cratic gains and maintain stability
in the country.”

The Nigeria’s federal parlia-
ment, consisting of the 91-mem-
ber senate and 360 member’s
house of representative has in
February invoked the doctrine of
necessity to transfer power albeit
temporarily to the Vice President,
Mr. Goodluck Jonathan, follow-
ing the protracted absence of the
president, Mr. Musa Yaradua on
ground ofsevere ill-health.

The legislature later justi-
fied their controversial decision
on the basis that it staved off, an
impending military coup which
would have torpedoed the demo-
cratic process, according to them.
However, in staving offa prospec-
tive military coup, the legislature
reached out for a military tradi-
tional reason for intervention,
the doctrine of necessity, which
would not wait for the rigours of
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MR. Carlos Gomes Junior, Prime Minister of Guinea Bissau, detained along with Army Chief of Staff last week, in apparent coup attempt, by

dissident s o | d

constitutions to be fully explored.

T he doctrine of necessity
is an elastic political doc-
trine, which in the current

context has allowed a legislative
circumspection of the constitu-
tion, but can also be expanded to
include other wide range of sub-
versions targeted at the constitu-
tion.

Since the invocation of the
doctrine of necessity to transfer
powerto the vice presidentin act-
ing capacity and the subsequent
dramatic return of the president,
though, remaining incommu-
nicado, political life has largely
stalemated in the country, inspite
ofthe exactions ofthe acting pres-
ident. The coup scare or monger-
ing in Abuja may have receded,
but the disquiet and anxiety in
quite noticeable.

Last year, a fragile civil politi-
cal infrastructure woven around
an aloof and insensitive dictator-
ship ofthe late President Lansana
Conte, was easily and effortlessly
shoved aside, as soon as Mr. Conte
died. The junta led by Captain
Dadis Camara, mobilized popu-
lar support in Conakry to justify
the dissolution of civil political
institution and suspension of the
constitution.

However, the inability of
the junta to committ itself to an
unambiguous programme of
return to civil rule brought itto a
headlong collusion with the civil
population that have originally
cheered it to power, culminating
in the cold blooded massacre of

i e r s

agitators demanding a definitive
commitment to a return to civil
rule. The subsequent trading of
blames, coupled with the out-
rage ofthe international commu-
nity, fractured the junta, leading
to an apparent coup attempt, in
which the junta leader was fatally
wounded. After been flown
abroad for treatment, he was sub-
sequently banished to Burkina
Fasso where he is currently on
political exile.

H is successor, General
Sekibo has made defini-
tive commitment to a
return to civil rule, but more
importandy ruled himself and
other junta members out of the
contest forelections leading to the
establishment of civil rule.

However, whilethe junta lead-
ers have been applauded for obvi-
ously genuine intention to organ-
ize credible elections, itis difficult
to speculate how a political space
compressed and frozen in over
two decades of dictatorship can
eventually lend itself to the rig-
ours ofbroad participation.

Even as the Guinean military
waited for Mr. Conte to die before
they struck, it was largely thought
that classical coup, where the
army bundles out a seating gov-
ernment, is gone completely out
offashion in the sub-region insti-
tutional platforms ofregional and
international organization have
become implacably hostile to any
form of establishing government
that is not through democratic
elections.

To the extent of what appear
to be a trite and granite consen-
sus that an elected government
is more tolerable even for its
excess, Mr. Mamoud Tandja, in
Niger Republic turned his coun-
try’s constitution upside down to
hang on to power. On February
18th, the chicken came home to
roast for the former army officer,
whose political fortune of an
elected presidency has come with
a previous army-backed democ-
ratization.

On the fate day, while holding
forth in the government cham-
bers, soldiers blasted their way,
and in a mutiny that lasted barely
few hours, seized Mr. Tandja
and associates. The soldiers pro-
claimed a military council for the
restoration of democracy.

The civil population cheered
and chanted on the streets, hail-
ing the newest junta in the sub
region, as great arbiters on behalf
of the people, Mr. Tandja who
have given headache to the dip-
lomats of the sub-region for his
stubbornness and obstinacy was
gone, and a breath fresh air ishov-
ering in Niamey.

The diplomats of the sub-
region rushed to catch it, for-
getting momentarily that the
bureaucracy of the sub-regional
organization at the behest oftheir
political helmsmen have pro-
claimed military intervention, a
mortal and unforgivable politi-
cal sin. Former president of the
ECOWAS commission, Mr. lbn
Chambas was caught on camera,
giving a massive bear hug to the

new Nigerien strongman, as if
to say “thank you, for a job well
done.”

Besides, the assorted coup
scares and mongering in the
region that suggest prospects of
military re-entry in the political
life of West African, elections and
other democratization measures
have faced serious challenges.

The political landscape of the
region, cpntinues to be agitated
by narrowing political space
dominated by ruling parties and
incumbent actors, corruption
binge, that inhibits government
efficiency and constrains state
legitimacy, and more danger-
ously; the confinement ofthe civil
population to the mechanistic rit-
uals ofthumbing the ballot, which
in most cases do not even count.

COWAS, which has lent its
E:Iarming voice to threats to
ny “elected” government
in the region will have to reinvent
itselfout ofthe straight jacket ofa
formal bureaucracy, mechanically
beholden to its political masters in
the various regional capitals.

The coup scare in the region is
not an isolated threatbutacumu-
lative deterioration of a thor-
oughly disoriented.party politi-
cal process.

From the cheers and'chants
in the streets of Niamey and
Conakry and the gloom that per-
vades Lome, Abuja, Abidjan and
even Dakar, the world may come
to believe tfyat the region is fated
to a deal with their men on the
horseback, at least for a while.
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF INTERIOR
NIGERIA IMMIGRATION SERVICE
HEADQUARTERS, SAUKA ABUJA

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDER

INTRODUCTION:

The Nigeria Immigration Service intendsto award variouscontracts forworks, goodsand services forthe Service Headquarters, Zonal and State Command formations all over the federation,

2.0

OBJECTIVE:

The presets, goods and services required are aimed at improving the office and residential condition* as ft affects welfare of officers, provision ofworking tools, communication, monitoring systems, and
conducive teaming environment for staff.
In the light of the above, the Nigeria Immigration Service invites submission of Tender from suitable and reputable companies possessing the experience cum Technical and financial capability to
undertake the defined scope o fworks andsupplies needed.
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SCOPE OF WORK:
PROJECT TITLE LOCATION PROJECT CODE
Construction of One (1) Block of Immigration Village MIfS/PRS/2010/001

Two M Storey Ifeos Ifi/R flat
Construction of One (J) Block o f-too
One (t>BR flat including fencing
Construction of One (1) Block of
4noOne (1) B/R fiat including
fencing
Construction of Border office
including fencing
Construction of fence (Phase 1)
Construction o f Headquarters Office
Annex ( Phase 11)

Saska, Abuja

Jibya, Kaisina State NIS/PRS-'2010/002

Suleja, Niger State N1S/PRS/20i0/003

m&mmowim

NIS/PRS/2010/005
NIS/PRS/2010006

Oron, Akwa-ibom
State

Kiri-Kiri, Lagos State
Immigration Village,
Sauka, Abuja

Const, of dwarffence and genera! NIS/PRS/2010/007
clearance of plot

Construction of
Fonensic/Photograpbie Laboratory

Emene, Emigu State
Imm, Training School Ie
(ITS), Alsoada, Rivers
State

Imm. Command and
StaffCollege (ICSC).
Sokoto State

Lagos, Lagos State

Construction of NIS/PRS/2010/009

Forenstc Fhotographic laboratory
Const. &fencing of Immigration NIS/PRS/2010/010
Divisional Qfftee

Const. & fencing of Immigration Enugu, N1S/PRS/2010/011
Divisional Office Fnugu State

Const, &Fencing of Immigration ~ Nafada, NIS/PRS/2010/012
Divisional Office Cfombe State

Const. & fencing of Immigration Kaduna, NIS/PRS/2010/013
Divisional Office Kaduna State

Const. &dencing of Immigration M aSipai NISAPRS/2010M4
Divisional Office Bomo State

ELIGIBILITY:

Interested biddersarete submittheflow ing documents:

Comprehensive Company Profile indicating managerial, structural, technical and
operational capabilities,

Evidence of Valid Certificate of Registration of company with Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC)

Tat Clearance Certificate for the past three (3) years (i.e. 2007.2008 and 2809).
Company Tax Identification Number (TIN) obtainable from FIRS

VAT Registration Certificate and evidence of VAT Remittances.

Sank reference from the company’s bankers

Company's financial details and certified audited account for the past three (3)
successive years (i.e 2007.2008 and 2009)

Evidence of Verifiable past experience In handling similar projects (Past award
lettersand job completion certificatesas proof)

Detailed list of Technical Staffwith their resumes, CV/sand cognate experiences
Any other additional information/documentation that will enhance the company
application.

A sworn affidavit from the court exonerating Serving immigration officeits) as
eitherashareholder or staffofthe company,
8»dders»ree*peefedtosubmUsep»r»teapplicstionsfore«eh Lot.

Bid documents should be obtained from -Service Tenders Secretariat at Room AG6.
Ground Floor, Immigration Headquarters, Sauka-Ahuja on payment of a
processing fee of N1%; 000,00 for each tot, and must be submitted within four weeks
ofthispublication.

Bid submissions should be in two (2) separate sealed envelopes for Technical and
Financial bids. Each envelope should be cieartv marked “TECHNICALBID" OR

15 Construction of Library Immigration Village NIS/PRS/2010/015
Sauka. Abuja
16  Construction of Passport office, wall ~ Alausa, Ikeja-Lagos, ~ NIS/PRS/2010/016
fencing, borehole with reticulation Lagos State
and famishing
17 Rehabilitation of four (4) blocksof  Ikang Control post, NIS/PRS/2010/017
2B/R Semi - detached flats C/Rtver State
IS Rehabiiitation/Rewftvation of Zonal Benin City, Edo State  NISfRS/2010/018
office headquarters
19  Maintentujce/Reeonstrucrion ofthe Immigration NIS/PRS/2010/019
first floor of Admin block Command and Staff
College (ICSC),
Sokoto State
20 Provision of Equipment for Library:  Immigration Training  NIS/PRS"O 10/020
shelves, Tables and Chairs School, Orlu, facto
State
21 Furnishing of Five (5) Completed Immigration Village,  N1S/PRS/2010/021
Senior Officers’ Duplexes Abuja
Immigration Training  NIS/PRS/2010/022
22 Furnishing of 30 nos Room Hostel School (ITS) Ahoada,
River State
23 Completion of furnishing of Immigration Training  NIS/PRS/2010/023
Auditorium School (rrSK) Kano,
Kano State
24 Furnishing of Screening Centre Immigration Village, = NIS/PRS/2010/024
Abuja
25  Supply of Water Tanker Truck Immigration Village, = NIS/PRS/2010/025
Abuja
26  Supply of motorcycles Immigration Village, = NIS/PRS/2010/026
Abuja
“FINANCIAL BIO* with appropriate project code Number at the top right hand
corner ofeach envelope. All bids not somarked will be rejected.
45 Bids should Ir*submitted not later than 12:(Mnoon on Thursday, 29th April, 2010
to;
The Secretary ' m

Immigration Service Tenders Board Secretariat,
Room A66, Ground Floor, Nigeria immigration Service Headquarters,
Sauka-Afeuja,

5.0

5.1

5.2

NOTE:
@

(b)

OPENING

Bids will be publicly opened at the expiration of four (4) weeks from the date ofthis
publication and shall be conducted at the Conference Room, First Floor of the
Service Headquarters, Sauka Abujaon Thursday, 29th April, 2010 at 2:00 pin.
Representatives of the company and members of the public are invited to be
present.

Original copies of items ii, lit, and v of paragraph 4.1 most be presented for sighting
before collection ofTenderdocuments.

This advertisement of invitation to 'lender shall not be construed as acommitment

«u the part of the Ministry of Interior/Nigeria Immigration Service nor shall it entitle

bidders to make any claim(s) whatsoever and/or seek any indemnity from the

Ministry/Immigration Service and/or any oftheir partners by virtue of such bidders having

responded to this advertisement. Neither will the Ministry nor Nigeria immigration Servfje

incurany liability inan event thata particular procurement iscancelled.-

Signed
Comptroller-General
Nigeria immigration Service
For: Honourable Minister of Inferior
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PROTESTS are growing against Pope
Benedict XVIsplanned trip to Britain,
where some lawyers question whether
the Vaticans implicit statehood status
should shield the pope from prosecu-
tion over sex crimes by paedophile
priests.

More than 10,000 people have
signed a petition on Downing Street’
web site against the pope’s 4-day visit
to England and Scotland in September,
which will cost UK taxpayers an esti-

Pope's Immunity could
e challenged in Britain

mated 15 million pounds ($22.5 million).
The campaign has gained momentum
as more Catholic sex abuse scandals have

swept across Europe.

Although Benedict has not been
accused of any crime, senior British
lawyers are now examining whether the
pope should have immunity as a head of
state and whether he could be prosecuted
under the principle of universal jurisdic-
tion for an alleged systematic cover-up of

sexual abuses by priests.
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POPE Benedict XVI looks on during an Easter Mass in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican,

yesterday.
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Germany to probe friendly
fire clash that killed 6

GERMANY'’S
minister

defense
yesterday
announced a thorough
investigation into the
friendly fire clash that left
six Afghan soldiers dead
and said the tragedy came
during a sophisticated
attack by up to 150 Taliban
fighters.

Minister Karl-Theodor
zu Guttenberg told jour-
nalists that the German
prosecutor general has
started an investigation
of its own into the deadly
clash Friday night near the
northern Afghan city of
Kunduz.

In addition, NATO%
ISAF, the Afghan Defense
Ministry and his own Ger-
man defense' department
will investigate what hap-
pened, Guttenberg said.
The friendly fire deaths
occurred on the same
day that three German
troops died and eight were
wounded in heavy fighting
with insurgents.

Fridays attack on the
German soldiers, car-
ried out by an estimated
w150 Taliban fighters, was
“remarkable in its com-
plexity” and involved sev-
eral attacks in different
locations, he added.

The German troops

were rushing to the scene
of their comrades’ fight-
ing after nightfall and mis-
took the Afghan soldiers
for insurgents, the military
said. Guttenberg expressed
his sympathy to the fami-
lies a&i relatives of the
Afghan soldiers killed by
German soldiers.

Chancellor Angela
Merkel expressed condo-
lences to Afghan President
Hamid Karzai, and Gutten-
berg presented his apolo-
gies to his Afghan counter-
part Abdul Rahim Wardak,
he said. Amid heavy fight-
ing, friendly fire incidents
‘can never be excluded
with absolute certainty,”
Guttenberg said in Bonn.
He also confirmed that
six Afghan soldiers were
killed. The German mili-
tary previously had put the
death toll at five.

The minister also pre-
pared Germans to expect
more fighting by saying
the situation in Afghani-
stan could “colloquially be
referred to as war” — until
now German politicians
had always stopped short
of calling military opera-
tions in Afghanistan a war.
“Operations there are and
remain dangerous,” Gut-
tenberg said.

Iran to host nuclear
disarmament conference

IRAN said yesterday it will host a nuclear disarmament
conference later this month, part of Tehran’s efforts to show
it is not seeking to develop nuclear weapons.

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, was quoted
by state television as saying the two-day meeting, dubbed
“Nuclear Energy For All, Nuclear Weapons For No One”,
will start April 17, just days after a US-hosted summit on
nuclear security. “lran, as a country supporting global dis-
armament, invites the world to disarm and prevent prolif-

eration,” Jalili said.

Jalili also said that China, which has resisted US-led
efforts to impose new UN sanctions on Iran over its dis-
puted nuclear program, would attend the meeting in

Tehran.
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF HEALTH

NATIONAL MALARIA CONTROL PROGRAMME

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS FOR THE
EXECUTION OF MDGs-DRG FUNDED PROCUREMENT OF LONG LASTING
INSECTICIDAL NETS IN RESPECT OF 2010 CAPITAL PROJECTS

m The Federal Republic of Nigeria through the Office of the Senior Special Assistantto the President on Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) intends to provide funds for the National Malaria Control Programme to procure Long
Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINS) for States with identified net gaps.

m The National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) now invites interested and reputable Contractors, Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers and Suppliers with the relevant experience and good track record for:

PRE-QUALIFICATION

LOT: LongLasting Insecticidal-Treated Nets

PREQUALIFICATIONREQUIREMENTS

l. Certificate ofRegistration With Corporate Affairs Commission

. Evidence ofContributory Pension Scheme for Staff

I1l.  EvidenceofCurrent Registrationwith NAFDAC

IV TaxClearance Certificate for the last three (3) years

V. Evidence ofCurrent Good Manufacturing Practice with full details o fin-house quality control (QC) facilities.

VI. Evidencethatthe product offered isrecommended under the World Health Organization Pesticide
Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES) (interim or full approval)

VII. Evidence of VAT Registration and remittance

VIII. Evidence ofExperience with similarjobs in the lastthree (3) years in N igeriaor other tropical countries:
Name(s) ofclient(s),contract snm(s) should be provided

IX.  Statementofinstalled manufacturing capacity

X. Evidence ofmanufacturing facilities and their locations

XI.  Evidence offinancial capacity to handle thejob and bankreference

XIl. Evidenceofcurrent registration with Regulatory Authority in the country ofmanufacture

XII. Manufacturer's Authorization for Distributors/suppliers ofitems being marketed

XIV  Foreign Manufacturers should provide names and addresses o fLocal Representatives in N igeria

XV  Company profile and organizational structure with names and qualification(s) ofkey personnel

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS

The complete pre-qualification documents should be enclosed in an envelope, sealed and marked at the top right hand comer
“PRE-QUALIFICATIONDOCUMENTFORTHE SUPPLY OF LLINs”and addressed to:

The National Coordinator

National Malaria Control Programme
1st Floor Oiji Uzor Kalu House.

1st Avenue Shehu Shagari Way,
Central Area, Abuja

The complete pre-qualification documents should be deposited in the Tender Box in the Conference Room, National Malaria Control
Programme,!” Floor Oiji Uzor Kalu House,!" Avenue Shehu Shagari Way, Central Area, Abuja at or before 12 noon,19h
April,2010. Opening ofthe submitted documents will take place at 12.00 noon, 19th April, 2010 in the presence of the Bidders or their
representatives who choose to attend at the Conference Room ofthe National Malaria Control Programme, Abuja. Late Submission will be
rejected Tenderers should note that only pre-qualified companies would be invited to bid for this procurement. The National Malaria Contcol
Programme reserves the right to reject any or all pre-qualification documents.

Signed
National Coordinator
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF INTERIOR
NIGERIAN PRISONS SERVICE

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDER

INTRODUCTION:
1. The Nigerian Prisons Service intends to award various contracts of works, goods and services for National Headquarters and many Prisons formations all over the
Federation.

2. Obijectives:The Projects/Supplies are aimed at improving the Prison conditions as it affects the welfare of inmates and staff, provision of working tools, effective
monitoring of prison security, communication system and betterhealth-care delivery.

Nigerian Prisons Service therefore invites submission of Tenders from suitable and reputable companies having the experience cum the Technical and Financial
capability to undertake the defined scope ofworks/supplies.

3. 3COFEOFWOQRK

C&BCTOMTE
CODENO. DESCRIPTIONOFPROJECT PROCESSWG FEE
NP&HW&C/1/10 Constructionof20 BedPrototype Prison Siaf?BarracksHospital atKirikiri. Lagos N10,000.00
NPSMWSIrC®10 Construct Prot Prison Hospital at Borstal Trai Wum N10.Q00.00
NPS/HWSCW10 uyisiH M%%WM«&C«I—%SM N10,000.00
NPSMNSfCMAO Constatfon of 20 Bed Prototype Prison Staff Barrack* Hospital at Kakuri Prison Camp. Kaduna NtO,000,00
NPSHWSIC/5/1Q ConstaSan of20 Bed Prototype Prison Staff BarracksHospital at KanoCenW Prison N10,000.00
NPS/HWS/D&10 ConstaSon oftOBed Prototype Hospital atOtverrs Prison Training Schott N10,000,00
NPSHWSCW/10 Constafion of 15 Bed Prototype Hospital With Mental Wing at Enugu Prison N10,000.00
NPSIHWS/C®10 ujnsmicson & cmdcq rraioiype rrisor? ossr?EarracRS Hospital ai uafaoar N10,000.00
upsnmmsw PfwajfemesnlofMedical EquipmentsfcstKaUdd. lagos Prison Staff barracks Hospital N10,000.00
psms iomo PfCcufe~tofMedical EcppfwSsfo”Pflson Staff BafradsHospilal, PortHarccurt NtO,000.00
nmmmvK ProcurementofMedical EquipmentstoPriscm Staff B arra” Hospital atkPC Kadur.a N10,000.00
NPS/HWS/C/12/10 Procurementof Medical EQuipm8ntsfor CslsbBf Prison Nospiiai N10,000.00
Nf'S/HWS/C'13/10 ProcurementofMediealEoupnentsfor Kano Central Prison Hospital NtO,000.00
upsimsiama ProcurementofMedical ErrtsmentsfofEnugu Prison Hospital NIG,000.00
NPSfHWSSC/15/10 SupptyofFumishingiterefe PrisonStaffBarradcsHospital atEnuguPrison N1QQOBQG
ups imsmm Supply ofVarious KStehenand CookingytensMStuipmerttal PHQAbt|a Lot E? NtO,000.00
Hpsmrnwyvs  CinY*wSonof&piashHMlatPnsaiStafCt"e. Kadwia NtO,000.00
Hpwmcnm Ccmstru”ofScjuashfMatPrtaVlasg.Abuia Nt0,000.00
HKmmmo Purchase of Sparling GadgetatPHQ, Abuja N10,000.00
OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE
CODENO. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT PROCESSWGFEE
NPS/OPSICIilllO Supply, TtsWngand Installation of Data, Voice and Optional E-Mail Facifes and UU+ Software Transmission Equipmenttor
Networking5 Prisons Formation<SHQRasto Rooms, Qsun,Ado-Eki,0 * , Bayelsaand Imo) NtO,t»0,00
NPS/OPSE£/2f10 Supply. Trainingand installation of Data, VisiceamiO ptoral E-Mail Facilitiesand Ul!+ Software Transmission Equipmentto
Nefworidng5 Prisons Formation{SHQ RasSoRoams.Anamfera, Ebonyi. Matordi, Nasarawaand Rivers) N10,000.00
NPS/OPS/C/4ItO Constructionof ShoofirtgRange, BuMing of Trench toAccommodate 15 People and a Fortified Concrete W al ai the Shooting Site,
Surrounded by Sand Dunes for Backup, Charging Room, 3 Toilets, 3 Bath. Quarter Guard (Seajrity Post), Fencing ofthe RangeArea
With Wire Meshand 3 Iron Gates alKujamaFam Centre Kaduna Stale NtO,000.00 .
NPS/OP&05/10 Constructionof Shooting Range, BuMRgofTrenchtoAcconwiodate ISPeopisaodaFortefted Concrete WaSatthe Sftooting Site,
Surrounded by Sand Danestor Backup, Charging Room, 3 Toilets, 3 Bath, Quarter G uardfSecur”I”), Penang oithe RangeArea
Wffii Wire Mesham) 3ten Safes atPrisonsAmed Squad Training SchedOi” rri, tao State N10,000,00
OREgTjaRfelgPFWIYATIg
CODENO. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT PROCESSING FEE
NPSfITP/C/i/10 Construction ofZ (tos. (2 Units) of Bedroom Flats per Block Semi-Detached Staff Quarters ai Bissalam Farm Centre NtO,000.00
NPS/iTP/c/2/10 ConstructionofAccessRoads and Drainagesat DufcpaMFC N10,000.00
NP$mMm m m Constructionof2 Nos. {2 Units) 2 Bedroom Semi-DelasherfBungalowatAgo-lwjye F C N10,000.00
nps/ttp/d s/io Conductiono?2IWfeCeS Bteek, 3 Officesand Kitofteri atlamingoAgricProject NtO,000,00
NPSATP/C®10 Constructor of3 Be*oom Bungalow With BQfor FarmManagerat Kssalan F,.C NtO,000.00
Hpmp/crrno ProcurementofBNos. Tractors atPHOAbuja N10,000.00
NPS/rr?/c®io Constructorofa Sera House Carpentry/Machines Workshopto Indude 2 Nos. Tailets, Iron Stanchions, Block Work, Ghana Roofing
2nc (Khaki Colour)Ceing, Plastering, Flooring, Eteeteieal, Plumbing, Iron Mongering, Doorsand Windowsand Painting
Measuring (60x25x10) at Kuje Industrial Prison Complex N10,000.00
NPSrtTP/a3SHO Rehabilitation of 1 Blockof6 Nos. (2 Bedroom) Semidetached Bungateaof D«kps NtO,000.00
PROCUREMENTUNIT
CODENO. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT PROCESSING FEE
NPSIPW IrtO Establishment Renovate/Furnishing of ProcurementOffices at Bomo, Rivers, Karas, Niger, Ogun and Imo State Headquarters Offices N10,000.00
NP$SWC®10 £staWi*rn"t,R"0vafa#umishingc#fttwementOffice5atKwara,K0®tUig®,K3star»:, Benue, Ereugu.Soteto, Katsinaand Edo Slate
Gices NtO,000.00
DIRECTORATEOFWORKSAND LOGISTICS
CODENO, DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT PROCESSWGFEE
NPSWU&1/10 Sufsfy of3 ftos. 4x4 D,C Pick-up (P~blEn$m)AX Fittedfor Escort Dufas Painted MeWlie(to o Base) toPfferm ColourWith 1F ti
TanWPeWatPHQADbula (LotW> NtO,000,00
mmxom Su”ly 0?3Ni», 4x2 S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine) AIC Fitted to fee Constructed to MM BladsMaria Painied Ifetallc (Auto Base) io Prison
C o te With 1FullTanifofPatrol fcr Kara Cenfrai Pris®, Maxinwi Seairtty Prison Kirikiri Lagos, Ib ~ n Prisonat PBQAbuja N1Q,000.00
NPSWO'3/fO Suw)lyof3Ni5s.4x2S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine) A/C Fittedtobe ConstfucfedtoMini B&t* Maria Paintedfe telfe {Auto Basejto Wson
CrterWsh1FullTar*ofFWd ford * ffis® , KadynaCental Piwrs artd PortHarcaurt Prisonat PHQ N10,000,00
NPSWUCM/IO Supplyof2 Nos, 4x2S.C Pick-upVan (Petral Engine) A'CFsttedtotie Conshuctad te WNBladi M*riaPamteJ? «etalfc (Auio Base) to Prison
ColourWfc 1 FultTanSsofPetrol to Itesha Prisonand New PrisonMinnaat PHGAbuja Nt0,Qb»,0G
Sti|*y 0?2Nos, 4x4D,C Pick-up  {Petoi Engiws)A/C filed to EsosstDuSes Painted Metallic (Auto Base; to Prison ColourW ifi 1M
TankefPeSdat PHQAbuja(LotB) NtO,000.00
NPSMWUC.W1G Supfryof3 Nas.4x2 S C Pick-upVsm (Petrol Engine) A/C Frited to be Consfeuctedto Mm Biad; M ala Painted Metellc (Auto Base) lo Risen
CotowWith 1 Frfi Tar* of Petrol te Jirt»ta Prison. Owo Prison and New Benin PrisonatPHQAbuja N«,000.00
NPS/WUCTfIIO Suppiyof2 Nm .4x2 S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine) A’C Fitted to beConstructedtoy « BSackMafia Painted Metollc (Auto to
Prison ColowWitti 1 Fuii TankofP e rt for Kule Prisonand Maximum Se@ur% Wson Maiduguri al PHQAbt a Nto,moo
NPSW "€® ‘10 Suppiyof2 Nos, 4x4D.C Pfekup VanA C Fitted (Psfrd Engine)for EscortDuties, Painted Metallicto PrisonC d w (Auto Base) With | Full
Tankof PeiraiatPHQAbuja (Io ttT) NtO,000,00
NPS/miOS/IO Supply 0f3 Nos.4x2 S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine) A/C Fitted to feeConstated to MW BSadtMarla Paintod Metallic (Auto Base) SoPrison
CofourWith 1 Full Tank of Petrol for Afikpo, Oyoand IM n Prisons at PHQAbuja Nto,moo
NPSWUC/GF1Q Suppiy *rf3 Nos. 4x2 S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine)N C Fitted to be Constated to MW BSadsM®ia Paintod Metallic (Auto Base)to Prison
ColourWith 1Full Tar* ofPetrol to New Prison Maidugun, Enugu Prisonarxt New Prison Bento atPHQAbuja NtO,000.00
NPSIWUC/11/10 Suppiyof2 Nos.4x2 S.C Pick-up Van (Petrol Engine) A/C Fritedto be Constated to MM BlackMaria Painted Metallc (Auto Base) to Prison
CotourWRht FtiT ar* ofPeSroltoPo8slajnmMeitaSe®;jr% Pris<»arKlO*emPrisaflatPHQADbi|a Nt0.0MJ.00
NPS/m/CyizZf10 Purchase ofl No. FTR WaterTanker 15Tones, 10,000Litres and its Complete Accessories for Wafer Siphoningand OutletP m System
(Presurrised Type) W8th60 Metres Hose Panted MefalBcto Prison Cedour{A«to Base)With 1 Full Taflk of AGO (Diesel) for Ibadan Prison atPHQAbuja N10,000.00
NPSMWUC/13f10 Purehaseofl No. FTR WaterTanker ISTones, 10,000Lifresand its Complete Aocessories for Water Siphoningand Outlet Fkw* System
(Presurrised Type) Wth 60 Iktetres Hose Painted M~ alSctoPrison OA>ur4Ai*>BiBe)W ith 1FJITa* ofAGO (Diesel) for BiaPrison at PHQAbuja NtO,000.00
NPSWWJG14;10 Purchaseof1No.NPR Steel Van (Diesel Engine) Trucksto Workshop Use to be Constructed to Steel RoofWith Side Tarpaulin 6.5 Tones
Painted Metafficto Prison Cotour (Auto Base) With 1 Ful TankefAGO (Diesel) at PHQAbuja NQGO0CO
NPS?WUC/15f10 Purctose0?1No,NPRSteelVan (Diesel Engine) Trucksto Workshop Use to be Constructed to Steel RoofWith Side Tarpauiin 6.5 Tones
Painted MetaSicto Prison Colour (Auto Base) With 1 Full TankofAGO (Oesei) to Zone 'A’ atPHQ, Abita NtO,000.00
NPS/W1X/16/10 Purchaseof 1NoF TR SteetVan(Dtesel Eng*w)Thjcksfor Conveyfng<rfGoodstobe Constated toSte” Roof 15TonesP*medM etric
to Prison Cotour (Auto Base) With 1 Full TankefAGO (Diesel) atPHQAbuja Nt0,000.00
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NP&WUC;25/10

ConstfucfonofPerimeter Fence (600m) at80 BedM S50rmoku

NPSWJOWtO CompletionofAdmin BlockMaximum Custody. Officer Station, Programme Hall, internal Drains at80 Bed MSP Omoku
NPSWtX,27 10 ConstruetsonofCB 1f2 DormitoryatSO Bed MSP Omoku
NPSMWUC/S/10 Coistruetion oflong SpanAluminium Roots tOMedium Custody PC® B' at 400 Bed MSP Ibadan
NP&WUG29/10 CompletionofAccess RoadiDrairttgej1.3km)at400 Bed MSP Batten
NPS.m/030/10 La«ki®ng/DrahagetoA (telif5ffia%ifoit8t4(X)8edM~, tI» » i
NPSIWUCiS1ft0 CoRstesrikmof3 Urots2 iedrwrmBungaiow (Block'A) at400Bed MSP Ibadan
NPS/MWUC/22/10 C onstrue of3Units2Bedfoom8ungalow(BJod<'8l)at400SedMSPIbadan
NPSWX/33/10 Lonpseflof~cifefyizsig 07tne ciecuMaiaQna*w u seow or iDaoan
NPS/WUCB84/10 Con«ru<S»o{PerimeterFenca{700m)8t160Bed MSP Human
NPS/WU035/10 ConstructionofAccess Road/Parking(180m)at 160 Bed MSP Numan
NPSMUcoelio Extension of Parade Groundand ConstRj&tofi of Pavalkon at Prison Acddsfy, fiebu*lgbo
HSSI\LmTD CorBtettonof2 Bedroom Semi Deiachsd Quartets at PrisonAcademy liebu-Sgbo
npsmj ama ConetrucSonofRoad Netw oftoftatejes |1, ,S00m) atPrisw Academy liebu-lgbo
NPS/WUC/39/10 GraSngslarihworktof SportTracloFoo&il Field at Prison Academy |ebu-lgbo
NPSIWUCMGHO Construcfiaiof2BR Semi DeE**ed Burjgslow Block A’ as PrisonAcademy Ifebu-lgbo
NPSWUCH1/10 Constructsonof2BR Semi Deiadied BungalowBlock '8' at PrisonAcademy liebu-Igbo
NPSMWUCM2MO Constructionof2BR Semi Detached BungalowBlock 'C*at Prison Academyijebu-tgbo
NPSAMJC{43/10 Cor»tefonof2Units2 Bediwm Flats Sock 1 'atf60 BedMSPW n

Cow Im efaiof2Units2B “rtxw jHate Sksct | at 160BedMSPtom
NPSWUCM5/10 CorKtuc”onofAccessRoadtoStaffBarracks(%0m) at<60Bed MSP 8o(in

CompletionofAccess Road (220X2Ste) atAdo-EKkiPrison

Constructoiof2 Bedroom SemiDetached Bungaiow Block W atA dt*kiS Pfeori
Construcfaiot2 Bedroom Semi Detached Sungafow Block ‘B’ atAdo-Ekifi Pifean
Constfudson of Perimeter Fence (208m) at MSP Badagsy

Recoi*wSpn of Sateliite Prfew Composite EfcskatZng Sawlife W sor

NPSIWUC/51/10 E«»i«? Control Drainage and EarthworkatKirikM Medium and Female Prison
NPS/MWUO52/10 CompletionofPerimeter FenceatVUaNew Prison

NP&WU053/10 Construction of Storey Cell Block (212)aiY ola New Prison

NpSMWUC/54/10 DemottfafiofMC elW e&and O xsstnista of4 UnitCell Blockat Siebu-Gde P *0 «
NPSWUC/55/10 ExtwsioftWiabilitaiion of Admm BlccKat Owo Prison

NPS.WUC/56/10 Construction of PerknetefFence (200ra) at Buna Satelfrte Prison

NPSWUOSWW Constructionof2 UnitM | Blockat 8ida Prison

Hpmucismo
Hpmucmm
Hpmucmta
NPsiwuceino
Hpswucmm

Constmctk"i of Satellite Prison Gel With Compcsife Fachifissat Sam~iakaS a”iile Prison
Construction of Student Hostel atB it torin

CorstrueBonofa Units C/l BlocWCgrscatUbiaja Prison

KenOvauOnOLAEStibi dioCKai UDigjariisOn

ConstnKto of Fence (2D0?)at KambaSateiite Prison

NP&WUQ63/10 Connietion oftoandoned4 U ri Cell Kockat GashuaPrison
NPSIWUC/64/10 Demolrtitxvffeconstrucfon of Perimeter Fence (128,7m)atTula Prison
NPSIWUC*5rt0 ConsfrueBonofCB 136 toReplace Mud BlocksA&B atAbaPrison
HPSMJcmiw Construction of Composite SatelKe Prison Facity atAgo lwoye Farm Centre
NPSAXUCST7r0 Construc&snof4 UnHCall Block Prisw

Hpswijcmm
wsmijcmm

CorwfrucSonof4UnltWIBlock«a*Prison
R”™abiMoncrfSHQOffictfFrumi~AigofCPOftoeatJos

NPSWUC/70/t0 Renovationof SHQ Offfceat EnuguMson

NPS/MWUC/71/10 ReconsJucsonolincharge Quartersa: Enu”j Prison
NPS'WUC/72/10 Rehabilition of Incharge QtiartersatSTI Kaduna
NPSWUC/73/10 Cor~ucSon of3 Unit2 BedroomFiaK SiodiA'a Calabar SHO
NPS.WUC/74/10 Constmctaiof3 Unit2 BedroomFiats Slock B’ at Calabar SHQ
NPSWUCTOtO C»w6uc6on ofAdmin BSoekat N«w Prison
NPS/WUO076/10 ConstructionofCB212 Storey Building at Maiduguri New Prison
NPS WUC/77/10 Construcfoo ofPrison Hospital atMaiduguriNew Prison
NPSWU078/10 ReconstrucfcnofCeS8todiA'atMaiduguriNew Prison
NP&WLfC,7»10 RersnstnjcBonofC eiStock$ *at MafcfeiguriNew Prison
NPS/MWL/GW10 Construcfionof4 UNiCefl BlockatMaidugusi New Prison
NPSWUC/81/10

NP&WC/126/10 Rehab&tato 017 Slock SHO Baracks. Ca&bar
DIRECTCRATECFADWN

QCCENO DESCRIPTIONOFPRQIECT

NPS/APM4TO1/10 ConstructoiofNew Standard Psrale Oostnrj With Asphalt Surface and Two Pavilion Seating500 personsfor PTC, Lagos
NP&APM*T/C/2'10 ConstrucfionofNew Standard Parade Grountwith Asphalt Surface and Two Pavilion Seating500 personsfor PTS, Enugu
NPS/APMAT/C»t0 ConstructionofLibraryiClinic/OneTwkvBlockofKaBat PTCK, Lagos

4. Vendorsare required to submitdocuments stated hereunoer-
> FullDetailsofCompany Profile
8)  Name,e-mailadrfressandtelephone numberofcontact person ofthe company.

1}  Evidencetoshowcompany's registration in Nigeria (Certificateof IncorporaSonwith CAC) and other iegal aufitorityto practice.

59  Hnrsto provide copies of tax clearance certificate for the immediate past three (3) years (2007,2008 &2)09)
V)  Finvsto provide Bidbondfromtheir respective financial institutions

vi)  Evidenceof Insuranceaffiliation

vii)  Copiesof VATRegistration/Evidence of Past performance for Projects completed

w\)  Companyfinancial detailsana certified audited accounts forthe last three (3) years (2007.2008 &2009)

iX) Organizational Structureandavaiiabie manponer.

N10,000.00
NW,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.05
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000,00
N10,000,00
N10,000.00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
Ntom oo
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N «,000.00
N10,000.00
N1C.000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000,00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
NtO,000.00
N«,000.»
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
NIC,000,00
N10,000,00
N10,000.00
NfO,000,00
NfO,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
NIC,000,00
N10,000,00
N10,000,00
N10,000.00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000,00
N10.000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N10,000.00
N100O0000
N10,000.00

PROCESSINGFEE
N10.000.00
N10,000,00
N10.000.00

X)  Detailed evidence ofthecompany'sabilityto performthe identified services including; Facilities Software, Hardware and personnel available to support (he serviceswhere necessary.

»}  Evidenceofrelevantexperience instmsar servfoeandlistof similarcontractsexecuted inme last five (Si ;earswithverifiableevidence,

xii) - Satisfactory performancedocuments etterofcommendation for previousworix ifany (fromat leastone or Jaoclients;
xi)  Anyaddifioftalinformation thatwill enhance Sepotential ofthe firm

xv)  ASwomaffidavitcerfiyingfiat noneof8» Prison ProcurementStafflsat presents Oirectoror steffofttecorapany.

xv)  Original Treasury R eo”lof riC»Ke}undEbiete«{”pFOcessffi8feedN10™,QGonly. .

5. DOCUIENT: ttocurjwfesixwWhbeciWaii*fromProcw«rienfOep»tiw/jmdbesubm HtedaW»»neadd"Wi"f!WWe)"t! ispublka«QOT.

Wi e
¢ Interested Applicantsmust indicatetheir company’s nameon B » sealed envelopcfearty mated Prisons JobwilhCode No.

¢ On8ieaccountthat biddocuments aresubmrtted inanyo tw locationotherthantheaddressgiven hereunder makesthesubmission invalid.

23

* Notwithstanding the submtssrai of the tender, Nigerian Prisons Service is nether commrtted nor o&Mge to include your company on any adders Sst or to award any form of contract to your company and/or associated

companies, subcontractorsoragents.
*  Prisonswill deal onlywithauthorizedofficersofthe tenderingcompantesand NOTthrough individuats or agents.

Interested wivtdors may waihtovisitthe lo tio n orsite oftteeorotecl otesse.

6. Prospectivefirmsaretopay non refundable processingtee of N10,QOftO0orty into Nigerian Prisons Service Account Mo, 0090016818840 with SheA ccess Benfcand obtain a Bank Tetter. Thereafterobtain treasury receiptat

the PrisonsCash Office PHQ.Abuja.

7. Tenctersii“mi”nsforwod(s"*dbeinseatedtwo(2)separateerwei<”for TechnicaSandRnancialcapabiM®(sixc</es6achJwlbidsfors”ptyjo{8shouldortyt»?(xfinM K~ cap~\ichsha!beadt)re”edto

Headof Procurement

Nigerian Prisons Service,

PrisonsHwdoBiftwt,

Block F, New Extension,

Areal Old Secretariat,

P.M8.16 Garki-Abuja. -

8. TheCode No. ofthe prefect biddingforshould bewittenat the top righthandcomerof theenvelop.

9. Teixleropensfrom5ftApril, 2010and doses onthe 30 Apnl:2010at 12.00 noon. Tender Box opening follows immediately.
BiaaaiBttMaatafigMehf-

This advertisement of *Invitation for Tender’ shall not be construed as a commitrment on the part of Ministry o? Interior/Nigerian Prisons Service, nor shall it ertltte bidders to make any ciaim(s) whatsoever and/or seek any
indemnity from Interior Msffistiy/Prisons and/or any of their partners byvirtue of such bidders having responded to this advertisement Neitherw i foe Ministry nor Nigerian Prisons Service incursany liability inan event thatthe

procurementiseaneelled,

NOTE:  Photocopiesofthe processing fee receiptand acknowledge receiptobtained amnsubmission of Tendermustbe keptand be presented before coltecion ofswardtettersbysuccessful bidders.

SIGNED
CONTROLLER GENERAL OF PRISONS



By Turaki A. Hassan

THE Senate will soon launch an investi-
gation into the nations earnings from the
sale of crude oil from 2007 to date.

But the Group Managing Director of
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC), Mohammed Sanusi Bar-
kindo said at a public function last week
that Nigeria has earned $200 billion in the
last ten years.

Daily Trustalso reports thatthe NNPC
is facing financial crisis which borders on
unsettled debts and liabilities.

A motion sponsored by Senator Lee
Meaba (PDP, Rivers South -East) chair-
man senate committee on petroleum
upstream and 12 others will be debated
next week when the lawmakers resume
from their one-week recess.

The probe, according to lawmakers has
become necessary following the consistent
refusal ofthe Group Managing Director of
the NNPC to furnish the upper legislative
chamber with the necessary documents
containing details of earnings from the
sale of crude oil.

Senators also want Barkindo to pro-
ceed on casual leave pending the conclu-
sion of investigation so as to prevent him
from interfering with the investigation to
allow for unhindered access to informa-
tion.

Maeba alleged that the GMD has con-
sistently refused to respond to queries on
three occasions and also refused to furnish
itwith the report on quarterly basis aspro-
vided by the law.

The senators wants Senate to give the
committee the legislative mandate and
invoke provisions ofsection 88 ofthe 1999
constitution to institute a system wide
inquest into the financial activities of the
corporation from January 2007 to date.

The lawmakers want the committee
to investigate the profile of all revenues
from all sources accruing to and paid to
NNPC including all income statements
within the period under review; and allow
an investigation into all records of crude
oil sales and remittances into the Federa-
tion Account or other accounts within the
period.

They also want investigation into all
contracts and project approvals by the
board ofthe NNPC including Joint Ven-
ture contracts as well as all bank lodg-
ments including lodgments into stake-
holders’accounts and the Central Bank of
Nigeria for the period.

Investigation isalso sought on all mon-
ies paid the corporation aswell as all inter-
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Senate probes NNPC

GROUP Managing Director ofthe Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation!

(NNPC), Mohammed Sanusi Barkindo

nal approvals and intra corporation expend-
iture and audited accounts ofthe corpora-
tion for the period.

Section 88 ofthe 1999 constitution partly
reads, “Subject to the provisions ofthis Con-
stitution, each House ofthe National Assem-
bly shall have power by resolution published
in itsjournal or in the Official Gazette ofthe
Government of the Federation to direct or
cause to be directed investigation into any
matter or thing with respect to which it has
power to make laws, the conduct of affairs
ofany person, authority, ministry or govern-
ment department charged, or intended to be

CBN EXCHANGE RATES
C B N 31/3/2010
Central (N(.N)
CFA 0.2842 0.2942 0.3042
DANISH KRONER 26.6742 26.7647 26.8552
EURO 198.6635 199.3379
POUNDS STERLING 223.351 224.1092 224.8673
RIYAL 39.28 39.4134 39.5467
SDR 223.6309 224.39 225.1491
SWISS FRANC 139.0541 139.5261 139.9981
USDOLLAR 147.3 147.8 148.3
WAUA 223.3905 224.1488 2249071
YEN 1.5762 1.5816 1.5869

charged, with the duty of or responsibil-
ity for, executing or administering laws
enacted by National Assembly.”

Senators who have already signed in
support ofthe motion include the Senate
Leader, Senator Teslim Folarin, Deputy
Leader, Senator Victor Ndoma-Egba and
Minority Leader, Senator Maina Ma’ji
Lawan.

Others are Senators Kabiru Gaya,
Festus Bode Ola, Isiaka Adeleke, Adeleke
Mamora, Sidi Ali, Nimi Barigha-
Amange, Annie Okonkwo and Simeon
Ajibola.

BUREAU DE CHANGE RATES

BUYING
DOLLAR ..o N150
EURO....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis N204
POUNDS. ... N230

SELLING
DOLLAR. ..o N151
EURO....cccoviiiiiiiciiiie N206
POUNDS. ... N232

Source: S& JBureau de Change, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja

0805 1000 536

AIGHT SHEDULE

Arik Air
PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (Mon-Fri), 08.45,17.30
(Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun);

Abuja-PH: 07.15,11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat)
14.40,17.30 (Sun);

Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun);

Abuja-Kano: 03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);Kano-Abuja:
05:20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);

Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun);Gombe-
Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun); Lagos-Yola:

Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola 06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun);
Yola-Lagos:

Yola-Abj 08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat);
Lagos-Maid: Lag-Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Maid-Abj 07:30am, via
Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto: 11:10am
(Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-Abuja:
08:50am (Mon, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara: 07:30am,
(Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:00am, 11:45am Sun;
Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri), 01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat
09:45am, 05:00pm Sun

Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja 01.30pm
(Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos:  09:05am (MgRri/Sat/Sun); Jos-
Lagos: 11.00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri), 10.20
(Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm (Mon-Fri),

Stock Market Index
Date: Friday, April 3,2010

Index: 25,966.25

Deals: 10,252

Volume: 408,781,638

Value. N 2,754,413,169.09

Cap.: N 6"80,598,749,995.20
Inflation ))12.3%
GDP - >6.90%
Budget = —mmeemmeeee- »N3.1tr
External Reserves Acct----—-- >$41bn
Excess Crude Acct------------- >£93.2bn
Poverty Ratio --—-—-—--- > 54.4%
Monetary Policy Rate ----------- R%
Banks-----------—-—- e >24
Qil Price — >$80 a barrel
Power Supply — --—---- > 2,500MW
Oil output perday-----—------ >2.5mbd

Broad Money Supply- — >N10,796,734.5m

Credit to Private Sector—> N,018,035.3m

Inter-Bank Rate --—-- ------- » 1.1600%
Treasury Bills  ------------—- > 2.02%
Deposit Rate — > 12.28%
Prime Lending Rate — 838
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| don't believe we have failed
Nigerians - PHCN boss

Engineer Hussein Labo isthe MD/CEO ofthe Power
Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN), the company
saddled with the mandate ofelectricity generation and
distribution in Nigeria. Againstthe backdrop of criticisms
that the organization hasfailed Nigerians, especially to
deliver on the presidential mandate of6,000MW, Labo,
in this interview saysthe PHCN has not failed on its
mandate. He also speaks on other issues, including the

By Fidelis Mac-Leva

Y OUR appointment as the
Chief Executive of the
Power Holding Com-

pany of Nigeria(PHCN) was
largely seen as aimed at reposi-
tioning the organization, espe-
cially towards the realization
of the presidential mandate of
delivering 6,000MW ofelectric-
ity by December last year. With
the apparent failure to achieve
this mandate how do you feel?

Well | don't believe we have
actually failed. Our mandate was
to repair the units to be able to
generate the 6000MW. Presently,
we have three hydro power sta-
tions and four thermal stations
under the control of the PHCN.
With regards to the Presidential
mandate we had very limited
time and the only thing we could
do was to rehabilitate some ofthe
broken down units. By Decem-
ber31stwe were able to get capa-
bility of the units totalling about
5.500MW which means ifwe had
enough gas and water we would
have been able to generate to the
public up to 5,500MWr. We had a
shortfall at our Sapele and Afan
power stations.

Shell Afan-six which had
promised to increase its capac-
ity by 250MW could not com-,
plete that work due to a few
challenges. Therefore, we were
unable to attain the 6.000MW.
But even thgn towards the last
week of December we were able
to generate up to 3,710MW
which was, of course short by so
much. All the hydro units were
in full blast which means we had
enough water to be able to gen-
erate all our hydro units by more
than what was allocated to each
of the hydro units. But it was at
the thermal units which we had
challenges primarily gas issue. As
you already know we don* have
enough gas to generate the full
capability of the thermal units.

What I am trying to point out
is that we in PHCN were given
funds to rehabilitate these units
but somebody else was given
funds to get the gas and we had
no control over their own activi-
ties. We could not have gone to
them to say look we now see you
cant do it so let us take over. We
even held meetings regularly with
them. So even on a lighter mood
I believe that if a WAEC candi-
date scores 5,500 over 6,000; that
is about 92 percent and by that
WAEC would give you excellent.
So it means we have not really
failed in our mandate.

W hat have been
your greatest chal-
lenges so far at the

PHCN?

Well, the greatest challenge
we face today as managers of
the Nigerian Power sector is

power sector reforms.

inadequate generation to please
Nigerians. To Nigerians what-
ever you do; whatever happens at
the PHCN ifthere is no enough
generation then as far as they
are concerned you have failed.
When we attained 3,700MW in
December everybody was saying
yes we haven't achieved much yet
but at least we are getting light
more than before. A few months
later when gas became a chal-
lenge we went down again. But
I am happy that now we have
gotten gas and we are up again to
about 3,500MW. So our primary
challenge is how to improve on
the generation and this is where
we are pleased with the recent
initiative from the CBN which
offered to assist with the sum of
N500billion to assist any investor
on a quick wind basis to provide
additional generation capacity.

Following the gesture we went

to the CBN together with the
former Power Minister and con-
gratulated them and also high-
lighted a few issues. For instance
we needed to know the exact
location where the CBN pro-
posed to cite the various power
plants so as to access the capa-
bility of our facilities to connect
to the industries. We are really
happy with the CBN initiative
because it will solve an immedi-
ate problem ofgeneration capac-
ity in the country. Of course
there are other issues related to
power generation such as license
to generate, logistics to provide
fuel, operation of the plant and
power purchase agreement with
the intended customer. But we
believe the CBN has already
taken care ofthose things.

S ome people have called
for the deregulation of
the power sector; par-

ticularly the privatisation of
PHCN. What is your take on
this?

I think what they are actually
calling for is the power sector
reforms and this has been going
on for sometimes now. We have
gone far with the reforms; some
of the achievements recorded
include the passing ofthe Power
Sector Reform Act in 2005. It
provides for the unbundling of
the then vertically integrated
NEPA into autonomous genera-
tion, transmission and distribu-
tion companies. Each company
has been registered with the Cor-
porate Affairs Commission and
they receive capital grant directly
from the federal government.

They also do their procure-
ment exercise on their own with-
out reference to the corporate
headquarters. PHCN now oper-
ates a shadow electricity market
and the major challenging issue
for them to completely severe
links with the headquarters
would be after all labour issues
are addressed. Similarly, the Act
provides for the establishment of
the Regulator’s office and we now
have the office of the National
Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (NERC). The Commission
has produced anumber ofdocu-
ments that will be used for opera-
tions in a sophisticated electricity
market.

These include, electricity
operating codes such as the Grid
Code, the Distribution Code, Use
of Transmission Service Model,
Power Purchase Agreements
(PPAs), Vesting Contracts etc.
Similarly, the Act provides for the
establishment of the Rural Elec-
tricity Agency which is meant to
provide off-grid power to rural
areas. Therefore, the power sec-
tor reform has gone far and we
are making progress every day.

T he former Power

Minister issued a
directive to the man-
agement of PHCN to acceler-

So even on a lighter mood | believe
that ifa WAEC candidate scores 5,500
over 6,000; that is about 92 percent
and by that WAEC would give you
excellent. So it means we have not re-
ally failed in our mandate.

ate and conclude discussions
on Gas Supply and Purchase
Agreement (GSPA) and Gas
Transportation Agreement
(GTA) with the Nigerian
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC). How far with the
agreements?

This is part of the ongoing
exercise between the 4 thermal
generation companies and the
gas providers. Discussions are
still ongoing and a lot of progress
has been made. I understand they
are still working on a few issues
which have to do with the long
term gas price as contained in the
Gas Master Plan. We believe that
if this is concluded they will get
adequate and quality gas for their
operations just like other domes-
tic consumers in the country.

S ome people have
alleged that there are
deliberate  attempts

by saboteurs to jeopardise the
power sector reforms by frus-
trating efforts at gas availabil-
ity. What do you think?

Yes sometime ago before
the amnesty came into play
there was a time when the guys
there' were bursting pipelines
that were taking power to our
plants and they would not even
let Nigerian Gas Company go
and see to find out where the
pipelines were vandalized. So
even to get access to the place
to effect repairs of the damaged
pipes Was not possible. In some
cases the pipes were busted in
about fifteen places.

There was even a time when
our Sapele power plant was
down for nine months because
of the activities of the vandals.
So | agree that there were ele-
ments of sabotage but that
has considerably gone down
with the federal government’s
amnesty programme. The major
oil companies are now trying

to develop their gas wells so as
to be able to get more gas and
provide same for the domestic
market.

Some years ago government
policy was to sell the gas through
the LNG so as to get the dollars
and come and develop our econ-
omy. Butthis policy is now being
reviewed through the gas master
plan which provides for a certain
amount and price of gas which
the PHCN will have to pay. This
is all part of what will come in
the agreement with the gas com-
panies and the power plants.

S ometime last year
the Federal Govern-
ment approved funds

for 9 different power projects
aimed at meeting the presiden-
tial mandate of 6,000MW and
10,000MW by 2010. What is
the update on these projects?

These plants were actu-
ally part of the NIPP that were
started during the Obasanjo
administration. Unfortunately
due to the House probe report
on power work was suspended
but it is being revived. | am
aware a lot of progress has been
made; in fact one ofthe plants at
Sapele is expected to start oper-
ation in the next two to three
months.

Actually these projects are
being handled by the Niger
Delta Power Holding Company
which isaparent company ofthe
NIPP. The mandate of 6000MW
was to be achieved through the
repairs and rehabilitation of old
PHCN plants but could not be
achieved due largely to limited
time. A

However, for the mandate to
generate 10,000MW by 2(J11to
be realised we definitely need
new plants and this is where
the plants presently being con-
structed through the NIPP
comes in relevant.
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Ghana gold
production rose

2% 1n 2009

GOLD production in Ghana,
Africa second biggest producer
of the precious metal, rose 12
percent in 2009, with output at
the country’ two biggest mines
increasing.

Ghanas mines produced 2.9
million ounces, compared with
2.6 million a year earlier, accord-
ingto data from the Ghana Cham-
ber of Mines handed to Bloomb-
erg yesterday. Revenue rose to
$2.8 billion from $2.2 billion.

Gold Fields Ltd.5 mine at
Tarkwa, Ghana’sbiggest, sawpro-
duction increase 0.8 percent to
664,515 ounces, the data showed.
Newmont Mining Corps Ahafo
mine produced 531,470 ounces
ofgold in 2009, up from 524,000
a year earlier.

Revenue at the Ghana Baux-
ite Co. fell to $10.9 million, from
$19.8 million a year earlier as
production declined 29 percent
to 490,367 metric tons, according
to the data. While output at the
Ghana Manganese Co. dropped 7
percentto 1million tons, revenue
climbed to $64.9 million from
$62.3 million.

Diamond production slid to
354,443 carats from 598,042 car-
ats a year earlier, cutting revenue
by 63 percentto $7 million. South
Africa is the continent’ biggest
gold producer.

(Africa-Invest)

PRESIDENT John Attah Millsof Ghana

Recession stimulates our investment
In Africa, says HP boss

By Yunus Abdulhamid

THE currentglobal economic crisis
which has afflicted untoward hard-
ship to many companies world-
wide has rather stimulated growth
in Hewlett Packard Company, says
Mr. Rainer Koch, Managing Direc-
tor, Hewlett Packard Africa.

Koch, speaking at the com-
panys just concluded 6th Execu-
tive Annual Conference Technol-
ogy in Banjul, the Gambia where
it revealed its growth strategy to its
customers and partners, noted that
HP has developed structures and
institutions that enable it withstand
the hazards of the global financial
meltdown.

A statement issued by the com-
pany quoted him as saying; “Each
crisis has risks and opportunities,
In HP we saw it as an opportunity.
As the biggest IT Company in the
world, we always plan for the future
and it did not come to us as a sur-
prise. Generally HP products are
well accepted in the market and we

gained market share as well as meet
ourtarget profit, year onyear. Atthis
time we believe we are even getting
stronger despite the crisis,” he said.

According to him, for Africa,
what HP takes out of the crisis is
that in order to be stronger, the
company looked forward for the
global market to emerge in regions
and Africasurpassed other regions.
“So we decided to invest more in
Africa despite the crisis because we
see potential marketin it”

The conference, which has Intel
asmajor sponsor istitled: “Thriving
in Unpredictability”

Justifying the theme, Koch told
the gathering comprising of Key
customersand partners, that HP has
witnessed tremendous growth as
exemplified in the company’ quar-
terly results due to be made public
soon. On strategy to further the
growth of the company in Africa,
Koch revealed that HP will like to
bring its entire products and serv-
ices portfolio from other parts of
the world to Africa and to establish

its presence here. “The strategy isto
make our presence more prominent
in Africa. Basically, we are present
in almost all countries except coun-
tries where there are embargo on
our products and our services
are available through distributors,
partners and subsidiaries and we
are planning to establish 10 more
subsidiaries in the next two to three
yearsin various countries ofAfrica,”
he said. This, he said, is to further
emphasize the level ofinvestmentto
be done in Africa.

He described Nigerias market
asvery significant for HP as it con-
stitutes the second biggest market
for HP in Africa after South Africa.
HP% products, according to him,
are number one and well accepted
in the entire market it operates. He
said “nowadays, our customers can
buy all HP products and services
either directly from HP or our part-
nersanywhere in Africaand havethe
same experience in terms of prod-
uctsand supportservicesascustom-
ers from other parts of the world.”
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Nigeria-US forum to boost
investment - Consultant

STAKEHOLDERS have begun effort to strengthen the Nigeria-U.S. trade
and Investments Framework Agreement (TIFA), an official said.

Toward this end, a high level private and public sector delegation from
Nigeriawill be going on an investment mission to the U.S. aimed at boost-
ing investments between both countries.

The mission tagged “The First U.S.A,-Nigeria Business Forum,” is
organised by the Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry in col-
laboration with the Organised Private Sector (OPS).

The mission will focus on 14 sectors of the Nigerian economy for
investments, the Consultant to the forum, Chief Folusho Abiri told the
News Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in Abuja on Saturday.

The sectors featuring at the forum, which will hold from April 13to 22
in three U.S. states - Georgia, Texas and lllinois, are tourism/hospitality,
power/energy, solid mineral/mining, ICT/telecoms, aviation/transport
and SME Development.

Others are Banking/Financing, infrastructure, construction, agricul-
ture/agribusiness, health/pharmaceutical, oil/gas, maritime/port devel-
opment, environment and insurance.

Abiri said the aim of the forum was to enhance business and invest-
ment relations between both countries.

He said the forum would enable big Nigerian companies to meet their
U.S. counterparts and offer medium and small-scale business people
opportunities to explore the possibilities of exporting to the American
market.

"It will also enable them to meet international finance institutions,
such as the American EXIM Bank that is ready to finance the supply of
machines and equipment to these companies to enable them to produce
to American specifications,” he said.

Abiri described as "' unfortunate” the inability of Nigeria to take
advantage of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) law
enacted since 2000 to enable the country to penetrate the U.S. market.

He also said the business forum would be an opportunity to address
the problems confronting Nigeria from the American perspective and
find lasting solutions to them.

He said the forum would provide a platform for the presentation to
Americanleaders and senior policy makers of the wide array of invest-
ment opportunities in Nigeria.

"It will also provide a platform for the discussion of ways in which
these opportunities can be realised and the balance of trade increased,”
he said.

NAN reports that Nigeria is largest trading partner ofthe U.S. in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

In 2000, the TIFA agreement was signed between both countries as
part ofacomprehensive U.S. effort to support Nigerias efforts to advance
trade and economic development

During the meeting between both countries in Washington, the two
sides discussed common objectives, including cooperation in the World
Trade Organisation (WTO), AGOA, market access, intellectual property
rights and improving the bilateral trade climate, among others. (NAN).

South Africa, China sign deal
worth $315.3 million

SOUTH Africa and China signed 2.3 billion-rand ($315.3 million) worth
of deals that will result in South Africa supplying mohair, fish and abalone
to itshiggest trading partner, Business Day reported.

A total 0f 26 companies were involved in yesterdays accords, includ-
ing producers ofwine, copper, manganese, granite blocks, ferrochrome and
lobster, the Johannesburg-based newspaper said, citing Trade and Industry
Minister Rob Davies.

Chinese trade with South Africa totalled $16 billion last year, the news-
paper said, citing Jia Qinglin, chairman ofthe national committee ofthe
Chinese People’ Political Consultative Conference. (Africa-Invest).

Tunisia buys wheat and
barley in snap tender

TUNISIASstate grains agency on at the weekend purchased 25,000 tonnes
of soft wheat and 25,000 tonnes of barley, both ofoptional origins, for ship-
ments between June and July, European traders said.

Thewheatwasboughtat $191.49atonne, costand freight included, from
Eurograni for a July 1-10 shipment ifthe origin is European or a July 5-15
shipment for Black Sea origin.

The state grains agency also bought barley at $165.87 a tonne, cost and
freightincluded, from Cargill for a June20-30 shipment for European origin
and June 25-July 5 for Black Sea origin.

Traders said that Tunisia was originally looking for 92,000 tonnes of
wheat and 42,000 tonnes ofbarley. The North African have come to the
market several times in recent weeks, taking advantage ofbouts of market
sell-offto launch snap tenders. Reuters
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COMPANY Name
2ND-TIER SECURITIES

NoofDeals Quot.(N)

CAPITALOILPLC 178 053
jtCluKIOtaiS 1
AGRICULTURE
FINCOCOAPROCES. PLC 48 107
LIVESTOCK FHEDSPLC 16 0.70
OKOMU OILPALMCOYPC 1 21.62
PRESCOPLC 16 6.50
SECTORTotals %L&
ARL/SERVICES & LOG. PLC ! 273
NIG. AV. HANDLING QOY PLC 138 11.03
SECTORTotals 150
ACCESSBANK PLC 196 11.14
AFRIBANK NIGERIAPLC 64 2.56
DIAMOND BANK ALC 80 955
ECOBANK NIGERIAPLC 53 6.90
ARSTCITY MON. BANKALC 72 9.10
FIDELITY BANK ALC 240 349
HARST BANKOF NIGERIAPLC 631 16.70
FINBANK PLC 103 0.64
GTBANK PLC 449 21.60
STANBICIBTC BANKPLC 54 11.11
INTERCONT. BANK PLC. 73 218
OCEANIC BANKINT. PLC 141 195
BANK PHBPLC 105 161
SKYEBANK PLC. 126 8.20
SPRING BANKPLC 12 103
STERLING BANK PLC 109 2.80
UNT. BANK FORAFRICAPLC 293 14.80
UNION BANKOFNIGERAPL.C 170 5.97
UNITYBANK PLC 13 1.00
WEMA BANKPLC 53 1.00
ZENITH BANKPLC 375 19.30
SECTORTotals 3,462 i
ji
ASHAKACEMENTPLC 101 21.50
BENUE CEVENT COYPLC 37 61.00
CEM.CO.OF NNIGERIARLC 109 23.00
LAFARGEWAPCO PLC 59 35.50
SECTORTotals 306
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGERPANTSNIGERIARC 3 567
CHEM.& ALLIED PROD.ALC 2 29.67
DN MEYERPL.C 7 323
NIG.-GERM. CHEM. ALC 2 14.29
SECTORTOotals 14
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 3 813
OMATEKVENTURES PLC 18 058
TRIPPLEGEEAND COYPLC 3 4.37
SECTORTotals 24
CONGLOMERATES
A.GLBVENTIS(NG)PLC 1
PZCUSSONSNIGERIAPLC 45 30.42
SCOANIGERAPLC 1 871
TMNSN.CORP.OFNIG. PLC mm . 0.52
UAC OF NIGERIAPLC A 50.50
UNILEVER NGERAPLC 147 3129
SECTORTOotals 335
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC 162 6.50
JULIUS BERGERNIG. PL.C 48 36.44
4 0.50
SECTORTotals 214
ENGINEERING TECH.
CUTIXPLC 326
NIGERANWRE&CABLERLC 14 0.56
SECTORTOotals 16
FOOD/BEV.&TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PL.C 15 33.73
BIGTREATPLC 58 1.02
CADBURY NIGERIAPLC 70 18.20
DANGOTEAOURMLLSAC 244 19.00
DANGOTE SUGARREF=PL.C 121 19.00
A OURMLLS NGERARC 87 64.00
HWELL AOURMILL PLC 34 9.00
NATIONAL SALTGOYNG ALC 139 8.80
NIG. BOTTLING QOYPRL.C 20 32.60
NESTLE NIGERIAPLC 43 270.00
NNIGERAAORMLSRAC 7 32.32
TANTALIZERS PLC v 1.38
10 0.75
SECTORTOotals 942
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 4 138
HDSON HEALTHCAREPLC 59 358
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG.PL.C 18 27.56
FLOURMILL
GAINERS JBERGER
NNEM

UNILEVER

Quantity Traded

Valueof Shares (N)

735.000 397.880.00
735.000 397.880.00
5,541,237 6.022.736.10
374,260 266,781.55
920 19,890.40
1,057,515 6,725,840.84
6,973,932 1303524887
315,751 860,848.23
1789112  19.689.392.68
2,104,863 20,559,24091
10208835  112,821,252.7(
2,252,508 5,776,722.05
5087236 4854698432
482211 3,317,045.87
2,050,900 18517.821.10
19,029,104  63,791,49501
9175370  151,034487.87
6,861,507 4,411,9733;
8400547  181,133859.75
1,937,661 21.433.202.10
1,750,772 371341281
7,417,288 14.458.045.69
4384161 7,130,024.55
4,527,925 36.181.960.59
190,479 196,071.4?
7,854,580 21.326.072.59
13620008  199,700222.23
3,723,456 21,626,567.76
263,942 264,705.0C
1,826,313 1,841.991.7C
13297163  253:841753.92
124,370,966 1,171.065,672.43
2,705,317 55,704,473.54
168,984 10,425,534.16
2722684 6104914781
1252046  44,072,728.90
6349931 17125188441
22,000 124,740.0C
1764 52,717.08
104,866 338717.18
Al 463078
128971 520,805.04
10,498 85,408.74
798,432 447,377.60
10,29 4283136
819,226 575,617.70
385,900 11,676,095.78
416 3,444.48
3,961,760 2,039,632.20
2302027  116,045482.95
3931532  118107,08550
10,726,722 24845205291
4,380,896 28,037,210.18
704,218 25,542.160.83
2.006,000 1,003,000,00
7,091.114 54,582,380.01
102,502 332,206.00
1,648,641 912,718.96
1,751,143 1,244,924.96
87,791 3,098,586.37
2974.321 2.955,757.33
669,415 12,156,290.28
6155202  116,294.583.75
5583473  104,567,096.21
938,179 58,018.351.25
154,365 1,383,047.2(
6.932.322 59,884,078.24
36,645 1,163,771.10

581,750 151,324,422.36
111,000 3,579,870.00

5,766,480 7,859,155.13
246,950 185,21250

0,237,393 52247022172
56,000 77,280.00

3,587,913 12,782,750.31
92,356 2,597,308.56
2.94
1.71
1.53
1.49

BUSINESS £ ]
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)
Thursday, April 1,2010
MAY & BAKERNIGERAPLC. 25 583 2255C 1,344,981.50
NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PLC 12 185 40,296 78,174.24
UN/DIAGN. &CLIN. SFRV.ALC 61 076 598488 4,513931.66
SECTORTOatals 179 e 9987,001 21,394,426.27
HOTEL & TOURISM
CAPITAL HOTELALC 2 353 53566  183,149.40
IKEJA HOTEL PLC 6 227 14460C  328,242.00
SECTORTOotals 8 19816€  511,391.40
IND./DOMESTIC PROD.
B.O.C. GASESNIGERAPLC 2 935 4,700 43,987.00
ARSTALUMINIUM NIG. PLC 6 053 70,550 38,802.50
VITAFOAM NIGERA PLC 8 5.87 50,000  281,060.00
VONO PRODUCTS PLC 2 058 47,500 26,600.00
SECTORTOotals mm m 17275C  390,449.50
INF.& COMM.TECHNOLOGY
CHAMS PL.C 67 078 5539505 4,130,746.94
MASSTEL INNOV. NIG.PLC 2 050 3338334 1,669,167.00
STARCOMMS AL.C 30 265 585,075 1,494,319.85
SECTORToiate mma m®| 9462014 770A73370
INSURANCE
AFR. ALLIANCE INS, PLC 2 050 200,000  100,000.00
AlICO INSURANCE PLC. 13 130 11,291,498 14,869,501.26
CONTINENTALREINS. PLC 17 094 4533360 4,328,692.20
CORNERSTONE INSCO.PLC 3L 059 7112086 4,164,791.30
CUST. AND ALL. INS. PL.C 17 395 774611 3,056,519.29
GREATNIG. INS.COYRLC 1 050 3,000,000 1,500,000.00
GOLDLINK INSURANCERLC 72 082 25213465 2040199257
GUAR. TRUSTASSUR FLC 57 340 18,725,767 6358889907
GUINEA INSURANCEPLC. 1 050 50000  25,000.00
CONS. HALLM. INS. PLC 3 050 82500  41,250.00
INT. ENERGY INS.COYRLC 42 057 2,865842 1,626,831.39
LASACOASSURANCEPLC. 35 050 3,266,229 1,661,106.29
L/UNION& ROCKINS.PLC. 24 052 6,070,857 3,247,445.64
LINKAGE ASSURANCEPLC 2 050 184000  92,000.00
MUTUAL BENEATSASS. PLC 68 060 10,159,913 5,932,013.00
NEM.INS.CO.(NG)P.C. 70 061 11,798,506 7,111,560.78
NIGER INSURANCE CO.PLC. 9 081 334976  265,281.28
record of OASIS INSURANCE PLC 1 0.97 100,000  97,000.00
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 6 342 29299  99,140.76
REG ALLIANCEINS. COYRLC 1 050 290,000  145,000.00
payments SOV, TRUSTINSURANCERLC 4 050 294500  147,250.00
) STACO INSURANCEPLC 14 050 561,700  280,850.00
and which STAND. ALL. INSUR. PLC 20 050 1192204  596,102.00
offersadivic  UNIC INSURANCEPLC. 19 078 1181065C 9,534,556.10
) UNITY KAPITALASSIR ALC 1 056 10,000,000 5,600,000.00
dend yield UNIV. INSURANCECOY ALC 2 050 220,000  110,000.00
INTERCWAPIC INSUR PLC 7 093 112,000  104,160.00
SECTORTotals 639 130,273,963 148,726942.93
LEASING
GHLEASINGPLC 55 350 7,088491 2481934023
SECTORTotals -5 7,088,491 2481934023
MARITIME
JAP/OIL &MARIT, SERV. PLC 385 162 22,840,580 3832662066
SECTORTotals 385 22,840,580 38,326,620.66
MEDIA
DAAR COMMUNIC PLC 80 120 1,334,917 1,601,510.40
SECTORTotals 80 1,334917 1,601,510.40
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
ASO SAVINGS& LOANSPLC 22 065 2808864 1,857,465.00
RES SAVINGS&LOANSPLC 7 050 iptm 575,000.00
UNHOMVESSAV.&LOANSAC 52 090 9,567,398 8708,208.97
SECTORTotals 8L 13,526,262 11,140,67397
PACKAGING
NIG. BAGMANUFGCOYPLC 2557 383 10,932,314 39,492,76035
BETAGLASSCO. PL.C 2 1433 208,919 2,967,705.85
SECTORTotals 2,569 11,141,233 42,460,466.20
PETROLEUM (MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUMPLC. 39 40.98 55031 2,142,907.14
BECOPETROL PROD.PLC 19 198 617,948 1,144,631.00
MRS OIL NGERIA PLC 8 69.79 3602 25451558
CONOILPAL.C 14 44.00 13322  562,964.63
ETERNAOIL&GAS PLC. 3 9.06 212,088 1,913,220.34
MOBIL OIL NIGERAPLC, 7 10761 4775 48829150
OANDO PL.C 59 8500 521,647 4455114101
TOTAL NIGERARLC 1496 46926 7.372,074.60
SECTORTotals 186 1,475,339 5842974580
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERAPLC 3 822 23,893  205,683.19
UNIVERSITY PRESSPLC 18 7.32 785,415 5,485,200.62
SECTORTotals 809,308 5,690,883.81
REAL ESTATE
UACNPROP.DEV.CO.AC 9 2380 32153  736,246.65
SECTORTotals — 9 = H 32153  736,246.65
ROAD TRANSPORTATION
ASSOCIATED BUSCOYPLC 11 0.99 123044  122,545.86
SECTORTotals M Hm m & === swmsi 123,044 : ' 122,545.86
THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
ECOBANKTRANSINCORP. 23 1855 865449 16,189,150.f8
SECTORotals wMm 23 865,449 ,16,189,150.98
OVERALLTotals 10,252 408,781,633 2,754,413,16909
LOSERS on o5
CADBURY 0.57
NAHCO 0.49
UBA 0.40
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Star Feature

By Nathaniel Jonah

T HE time was 10;45am
on a Tuesday morn-
ing and Emeka Okafor

did not display any sign that

he was late for school, as he

saunter along the busy Kara

Jikwoyi road, with his three

friends chatting clamorously.

A quick glance at the badges

glued to their dirty school uni-

form reveals that they are stu-
dents of Government second-
ary school, Jikwoyi. Obviously
irked by the carefree attitude of
the students who were clearly
late for school and still stroll-
ing leisurely along the street,

Istifanus Baba, a business man

nearby uttered ‘this world has

really changed for the worse.

Canyou imagine these children

still walking comfortably along

the road at this time ofthe day?

And these ones too would call

themselves students. During

my days, these things are for-
bidden; punctuality to school
was the order ofthe day.”

The story of Emeka and his
friends is not different from
that of Jude Adeyemi, a 14 year
old student of Government
Secondary School, Lugbe,
Abuja who has formed the
habit of sneaking out from the
school premises during school
hours with his friends, to a
makeshift cinemainthe neigh-
borhood where they relish the
latest home videos in town.

E meka and Jude are but a
few examples of count-
less Nigerian students

who are gradually discarding

the culture of academic dili-

gence .which has invariably

FOR instance, UNESCO recommends that 26 percent of any country's budget should be allocated to the education sector,

Nigeria?

given rise to the increasing tide
ofpoor academic performance
in the schools.

W ith the culture of
academic earnest-
ness fading, more

and more students are having

DAILY TRUST m

Gsthat sIgQ
of things to come?

This year NECO recorded astunning 98%failure rate inthe annual exams
which the body conducts.Our reporter examines the issues.

difficulty passing their exami-
nations. For most students,
especially high school students
in Nigeria, it is easier for the
camel to pass through the eye of
the needle, than scoring good
grades in their examinations.
Caught in the inauspicious

web of examination failures is
Paul Idehen, 19 year old can-
didate ofthe senior school cer-
tificate examination, SSCEwho
has attempted to scale through
the examinations, without suc-
cess. Thrice he enrolled for
the West African Examinations

Council, WAEC, and thrice he
failed woefully without scor-
ing the mandatory credit in the
compulsory subjects ofEnglish
language and Mathematics,
which would guarantee him
admission into the university.
While bemoaning his fate, Paul

but instead what do you have in

lamented “Honestly, | dont|
know what to do again, imag-
ine, I have done this exam three |
timesand I did not have a credit
in English and mathematics. |
am really getting frustrated. My |
parents are beginning to com-1
plain and give up on me ,espe-



cially now that my younger sister too is preparing
for the same examinations.”

A Iso sharing Pauls anxiety is Muktar
Bello, a final year student of Govern-
ment Secondary School, Nyanya who is

apprehensive of sitting for the upcoming SSCE

exams as aresultofthe failure rate ofhis friends.

According to him, “l am very worried about the

impending exams. | am sacred | might not pass

my papers .because all | hear around are stories
of friends and relatives who could not pass their
papers. Itisreally very disturbing,” he said.

Only recendy, the nation woke up to the
unfortunate news ofmass failure ofstudents who
enrolled for the National Examination Council,
NECO examinations. According to the regis-
trar of the examination body, Professor Prom-
ise Okala, only 4,223 out of 234,682 candidates,
representing 1.8 percent, passed with five credits
and above, including English and Mathematics
which are mandatory for university admission
in the country.

But while the unimpressive results continue to
generate outcry and condemnation from Nigeri-
ansincluding Chairman, House ofRepresentatives
Committee on Education, Hon. Farouk Lawan
who described the results are “very disappointing
and not worth celebrating”, other stake holders in
the education sector have alluded the absence of
reading culture among students, as a major factor
responsible for the woeful performance.

According to Bello Lawal, an Abuja based
educationist who also claimed to be a member
of the All Nigeria committee of Principals of
Secondary Schools, ANCOPSS, “The truth is
that the reading culture in Nigeria is generally
poor. To make it worse, these days, most of our
students hardly read. Instead they waste their
precious time watching television or films, lis-
tening to music, playing video/computer games
and surfing the Internet for unproductive pro-
grammes.”

Speaking further, Lawal said that “there are
several factors which compete for the students’
attention, especially in this age of information
technology. You discover that an average stu-
dent in Nigeria spends more time browsing the
Internet or watching television or playing video
games, instead of reading their books. To many
people, reading is an old fashioned thing and as
long as these factors are there, we cannot record
any appreciable improvement in examination
success among our students.”

Another educationist, Mahmud Mohammed
attributed the dismal performance in the NECO
examinations, to the lackadaisical attitude ofthe
government, and its refusal to adequately fund
the education sector. According to him, “on sev-

ONLY 4,223 out of 234,682 candidates, representing 1.8 percent, passed with five credits and above.

eral occasions, we clamored for
the improved budgetary alloca-
tion to the education sector ,
but all these have fallen on deaf
ears. For instance, UNESCO
recommends that 26 percent of
any countrysbudget should be
allocated to the education sec-
tor, but instead what do you
have in Nigeria? Governments
paying lip service to the edu-
cation sector. Other countries
who understand the impor-
tance of education have taken
pro active steps to adequately
fund their education sector. For
instance Ghana has allocated
29 percent to its education
sector, even far more than the
UNESCO recommendation.
The same thing with coun-
tries like South Africa and Bot-
swanawho allocate 35 per cent
and 37 percent, respectively, to
their education sector. So until

these things are implemented,
wewould continue to mortgage
the future ofour children.”

A pparendy trying to
absolve the govern-
ment from any com-

plicity, former minister of state

for education, Hajiya Aisha

Dukku said that an investiga-

tion would be launched by the

government to identify those
responsible for the unfortunate
performance in the examina-
tions. According to her, “We
have, however, said that who-
everisresponsible for this mass
failure, whether it is the head
of department, a teacher or a
chiefexecutive will face the law
because the government can-
not be spending huge amount
of money on our schools and
yet the outcome is nothing. If
we are to be among the worlds

** "The truth is that the reading culture in Nigeria is
generally poor. To make it worse, these days, most

o ofourstudents hardly read. Instead they waste their
precious time watching television or films.

largest economies by the year
2020, education should be the
driving force. The drivers can-
not be those that are perform-
ing poorly in their examina-
tions. The drivers cannot be
half-baked; they have to be
well-equipped and it is only
through education that they
can be. So, we are ready to face
this failure squarely and find
solutions to the causes.”

A Iso joining the blame
game, Ahmed Ibra-
him, ateacherin apri-

vate secondary school in Jabi
told Daily Trust “I felt very
bad about the NECO result.
All of us should be blamed.
The irregular academic calen-
dar as a result of the constant
industrial actions by the teach-
ers too did not help matters.
For most of the last session,
teachers across the country
went on a nationwide strike to
demand for implementation of
the new Teachers Salary Scale
(TSS). Most ofthe schools were
shut and students sent home as
many of them ended up roam-
ing about, engaged in street
hawking, child labor and other
anti-social acts to the detriment
oftheir education.”

Also speaking on the thorny
issue, Nnenna Obilor, a final
year student of Great Heights
Academy, Abuja, said that “the
reason why mass failure in
examinations keep occurring,

is because, most times, there is
a lack of connection between
the teachers and the students.
The teachers are always in a
hurry to teach and fulfill their
obligations, and then move on
to other business to supplement
their income, thereby leaving
the students still thirsty for
more knowledge.”

B ut for Chika Nwanu-
nobi, a mathematics
teacher at Bright Kid-

dies Academy, Kuje, the prob-
lem of falling grades in exami-
nations goes beyond the stu-
dents’ cognitive ability. In his
view the decaying infrastruc-
ture injnost secondary schools
are directly responsible for
the problem. In his words, “a
visit to most government sec-
ondary school will show to
you that the government is
not serious with education in
Nigeria. For instance, the basic
teaching aid that will facili-
tate knowledge transfer from
teachers to students are simply
nonexistent. The laboratories
are poorly equipped, some
science students have never
seen test tubes before, even
the physical infrastructures
like classrooms and librar-
ies are nothing to write home
about. So with these factors in
place, how do you expect the
students to perform brilliantly
in examinations? It is just not
possible.”
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IATA
expresses
frustration
over US-EU
pact

AS the United States of
America and the Euro-
pean Union entered into
the second stage of Open
Skies Agreement with
Memorandum of Consul-
tations, the International
Air Transport Association
(IATA) has stated that the
agreement is not really
beneficial to its members.

According to the
Director General and
CEO of IATA, Giovanni
Bisignani: “It is disap-
pointing that at this criti-
cal time, we did not make
significant progress on
the issue of ownership.
The agreement was not a
step backwards, but it did
not move us forward. The
long-term financial sus-
tainability of the industry
is dependent on normal
commercial freedoms. |
urge both governments
to-keep this on the radar
screen for urgent follow-
Up,»

Bisgnani stated that
IATA welcomed the reaf-
firmation within the
agreement that environ-
mental issues leading up
to COP-16 should con-
tinue to be addressed
through the International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAOQ).

“ICAO is the right
forum to reach a global
sectoral approach to deal
with aviations carbon
emissions. | welcome the
agreements reaffirma-
tion of this as the indus-
try continues to pursue it?
ambitious environmental
targets to improve fuel
efficiency by 1.5% per year
to 2020, cap net emissions
from 2020 with carbon
neutral growth and cut
net carbon emissions in
half by 2050 compared to
2005,” said Bisignani.

m

The
agree-
ment was
not a step
back-
wards, but
it did not
move us
forward.
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Expert calls for improved security at airports

AN expert in the aviation industry, Mr Olumide Ohunayo, on Sunday, called on

the federal government to improve security at airports.

Inan interviewwith the News Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in Ikeja, the expert
saidimproved securitywould protect passengers and aircraft from external inva-

sion.

“Government needs to tighten security in all our airports across the country,
the Calabar airportincident oflast week shows that security operatives were not

on ground,”he said

Ohunayo, a former President of the Cabin Crew Association ofNigeria

(CCAN) was reacting to the incindent at Margaret Ekpo International Aiiport,

Calabar.

aircrafton the tarmac ofthe airport.

A taxi driver rammed his car into an Arik Air Abuja-bound Boeing 737

He said a comprehensive investigation should be carried out to unravel the
motive behind the incident, saying those found guilty shouldbe broughttobook

He urged security operatives at the airport to be more proactive. (NAN)

Domestic airlines record low patronage on Easter Sunday

DOMESTIC airlines at the
Murtala Muhammed Air-
port, lkeja recorded low
patronage on Easter Sun-
day.

A check by the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
shows that few travellers
purchased tickets while
counters ofsome ofthe air-
lines were empty.

A ticketing officer with
the Aero Contractor, who
simply gave her name as
Roseline, told NAN that
the airline did not sell many
tickets on Easter Sunday.

She said the airline had
last Thursday and Friday
recorded high patronage.

“We recorded a lot of
sales last week because we

Get
YOUR

Transaction
Alert

Provides instantaneous transaction information.

had a lot of people who
were travelling; there were
long queues ofair travellers
jostling for flight tickets.

“I hope that by Monday,
activities will return to the
terminal,” she said.

At the General Aviation
Terminal, workers were idle
because of the low patron-
age.

if Guaranteed security against unauthorized transactions.

An Arik Air worker,
who pleaded anonymity,

said that the drop in pas-
senger traffic on Sunday

was expected.
“It is a normal thing
during festive periods;

many people have already
travelled since Friday, that

iswhy you see the terminal
so empty,” he told NAN.
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Meanwhile, interna-
tional airlines at the air-
port enjoyed much busi-
ness as the arrival and
departure halls were full
of activities.

Many passengers
were seen waiting for
their flights while aircraft
landed with many passen-
gers. (NAN).

Succeeding Together
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Billionaires who live cheaply

At least once in your life - maybe even once aweek or once a day for that matter - you have fantasized about
coming int'o a lot of money. What would you do if you were worth millions or even billions? Believe it or not
there are millionaires and billionaires among us who masquerade as relatively normal, run-of-the-mill peo-
ple. Take a peek at some of the most frugal wealthy people in the world.

WARREN Buffett

MILLIONS of people read Buffetts books
and follow his firm, Berkshire Hathaway,
every move. But the real secret to Buffett’s
personal fortune may be his penchant for
frugality.

Buffett, who is worth an estimated $47
billion, eschews opulent homes and luxury
items. He and his wife still live in their mod-
est home in Omaha, Nebraska which they
purchased for just $31,500 more than 50
years ago.

Although hes dined in the best restau-
rants around the globe, given the choice
he would opt for a good burger and fries
accompanied by a cold cherry Coke.

When asked why he doesn’t own ayacht

CHUCK Feeney

GROWING up in the wake of The Depres-
sion as an Irish-American probably has
something to do with Feeney’ frugality.

he responded “Most toys are just a pain in
the neck” Find out how he went from sell-
ing softdrinks to buying up companies and
making billions of dollars.

With a personal motto of “I set out to work
hard, not get rich,” the co-founder of Duty
Free Shoppers has quietly become abillion-
aire but even more secretively given almost
all of it away through his foundation, Atlan-
tic Philanthropies.

In addition to giving more than $600
million to his alma mater Cornell Univer-
sity, he has given billions to schools, research
departments and hospitals.

Loath to spend if he doesnt have to,
Feeney beats both Buffett and Kamprad in
the donation category, giving out less grants
than only Ford and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundations.

Afrequent user ofpublictransportation,
Mr. Feeney flies economy class, buys clothes
from retail stores, and does not wast money
on an extensive shoes closet, stating “you can
only wear one pair of shoes at a time”. He
raised his children in the same way; making
them work the same normal summer jobs
as most teens.

Business/Maritime

Customs boss
Inspects Cotecna

CARLOS Slim

WHILE most ofthe world is very famil-
iar with Bill Gates, the name Carlos Slim
rarely rings a bell. But its a name worth
knowing. Slim, who is a native of Mexico,
was just named the worldsrichest billion-
aire - that’ right, richer than the uber-
famous Microsoft founder. Slim is worth
more than $53 billion and while he could
afford the worlds most extravagant luxu-
ries he rarely indulges.

He, like Buffett, doesn’t own a yacht or
plane and he has lived in the same home for
over 40 years.

INGVAR Kamprad

The founder of the Swedish furniture
phenomenon lkea struck success with
affordable, assemble-it-yourself furniture.

For Kamprad, figuring out how to save
money isntjust for his customers, itsahigh
personal value.

Hes been quoted as saying “lkea people
do not drive flashy cars or stay at luxury
hotels.” That goes for the founder as well.
He flies coach for business and when he
needs to get around town locally he either
takes the bus or will head out in his 15-year-
old Volvo 240 GL.

THE BOTTOM LINE

The dirty little secret of some of the
worlds wealthiest people is that they
rarely act like it. Instead of over-the-top
spending, they’re busy figuring out how
to save and invest to have that much more
in the future.

It5ahabit you might want to consider in
order to build up your own little storehouse
of cash. Yahoo.

Customs to reduce time of
Inspection of containers to

fixed scanner site

BY Benjamin Auta, Lagos

COMPTROLLER General of Customs, Abdullahi Dikko Inde has
visited the Cotecna Fixed Scanner Site at the Lagos Port Complex,
Apapa.

The fixed scanner building has been completed, the equipment
test run and Cotecna hopes to commission the facility very soon.

The Customs boss and his team were visibly impressed with the
development and commended Cotecna for faithfully executing their
briefunder the Destination Inspection Scheme.

The fixed Scanner constructed by Cotecna in Apapa Port is the
first of its kind in sub-Saharan Africa and one of the best in the
world.

A similar facility isunder construction at Tin Can Port.

12 hours

By Benjamin Auta, Lagos

THE Nigerian Customs Service is
making effort to reduce the time
for the clearing of goods at the
nation Seaport to 12 hours, says
the Comptroller General.

He made the statement last
week at a one day sensitization
seminar for importers organized
by the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) in Lagos.

The Customs boss who was
represented by Comptroller of
Customs Abubakar Umar added

that stakeholders in the indus-
try will soon be sensitized on the
importance ofthe operation as he
solicited for maximum coopera-
tion from the stakeholders.

“The Nigerian Customs
Service through the present
Comptroller General is think-
ing 12 hours clearance from
our seaports, which we believe
is possible but it will only suc-
ceed with the cooperation of all
the stakeholders in the industry,”
he said.

Speaking earlier, in awelcome

address, the Director Imports and
Supervision Scheme of the CBN,
who was represented at the occa-
sion by Mr. Nathaniel Igba, said
that the seminar avails participant
opportunity to deliberate on the
challenges ofimport trade and the
way forward. '-

He added that the seminar is
part of Comprehensive Import
Supervision Scheme (CISS) in
ensuring that all stakeholders in
the import chain are sensitized on
the prevailing import regulations
and imptoved practices.
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"Stocks market may experience
volatility this year too"

Mr.lkeChiokeisthe
managing director of
Afrinvest,amemberofthe
Nigeria Stock Exchange (NSE).
Inthis interview, Chioke
examinesthe nation's capital
marketand concluded that
the market may witness
volatility, though with strong
fundamental.

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

B ANKS are scare of
granting loans to their
customers. What do

you think s responsible and what
available options are left for the
investors?

Yes, on the banks current phi-
losophy of extreme risk aversion
especiallygranting loans to the real
sector is probably due to environ-
ment where they operate. We can
look at it in two ways. Firstly while
it is appropriate for the Central
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to ensure
that Nigerian banks demonstrate
good transparency and disclosure
aswell asensuring that there is suf-
ficient confidence in the system, |
think that the level of scrutiny in
recenttime in the nations banking
system might perhaps have cost
the banks much degree of trust
of their average customer to the
extent that they dont want to go
into hassles ofcreating any loan for
them because they are afraid that
something may happen and ifthey
go wrong or the CBN will use the
big stick.

We at Afrinvest are in support
of what CBN is doing but we are
getting the feeling and you can
see from the action of the banks
that the bankers themselves are
afraid of customers. | went to a
bank recendy and | was told that
customers cannot park inside that
I should park outside. The bank-
ers don't even trust their custom-
ers anymore talk less of granting
them loans.

There is need for both parties
to understand each other. That is
one aspect ofit. The second aspect
is that when the bankers feel that
they are likely to make provision
for loans, then they will like to go
to a risk-free asset areas and that
explains why they are putting their
money in government bonds.
Quite a lot of the banks have kept
their money in CBN and with
excesses; they can approach the
bond market which consequen-
tially the net yield of fund in the
bond market in Nigeria currently.

W hat options are

available for the
investors?

Ifyou are a listed company in
the real sector, we recommend
strongly that you consider doing a
bond. As | said earlier, because the
banks have decided to place their

money either at the CBN or FGN
bond and with so much money
buying FGN bond, state govern-
ments bond, the bond vyield are
failing gradually. I will give you
example, last year, a 20-year FGN
bond was yielding about 12 per
cent which was very close to the
coupon price of 13 and half per
cent, today, a 20-year FGN bond
isyielding around seven per cent.
So many people are buying those
bonds pushing the price up, you
know the price moves in inverse
direction to the yield, as the price
goes up, the actual yield the inves-
tor will get effectively drop through
the lack ofthatbond, ifthey hold it
till maturity isnow down to 7.4 per
cent. Clearly, the banks are taken
out their money, buying FGN
bond, the balance is placed at CBN.
Last time we checked, we under-
stand that CBN had about N700
billion of money from the com-
mercial banks and that was why
the apex bank came out recently,
precisely, on March 1this year and
reviewed the reserves repo rate.
Reserves repo rate isthe rate ofthe
interest the banks earn when they
leave their money in CBN.

The rate used to be 2 per cent
but CBN cut it to one per cent.
What it was telling the banks is
that they must take their money
from its reserve or else they will be
paid only one per cent interest rate.
Unfortunately that has not caused
the banks to lend money, rather
cause them to lend the banks have
come to the money market sector
and crashed the interest rate.

However, those who used to
keep their money with interest
yield of 14 per cent have now been

told by the banks that they can only
get two or three per cent. This is
because CBN is only given them
one per cent. So you can see the
whole capital market and money
market all tied together. CBN has
to start with the risk review either
make the banks very anxious about
lending money because ifthey are
not lending money and people are
depositing more money into their
system, the banks are holding the
money without lending it and
because they have the cash reserve
ratio, the ratio of cash they can
hold, they then turned around and
place some moneywith CBN, and
placed the rest they cannot place
with CBN they placed in the bond
market. The bond marketyield has
come down, CBN says placing the
money with me will only attract
one per cent rate and consequently,
the banks lower the money market
placement. People that are placing
money in the banks dont want to
do that anymore.

One thing that has not hap-
pened amidst ofall these isthat the
banks have not actually reduced
the lending rate, because their
usually interest rate of 10 per cent
between the interest rate the banks
are paying and the interest rate
they want to collect from people
who are borrowing. While all these
are going on, borrowing interests
are still where they are by the time
you add your fees, processing
charges, you are still in the 20 per
centrate. Butplacement rate are in
single unit across many banks.

Now, what is happening to the
stock market is that many people
will say because | have lost money
in 2008 and 2009 and | can go to

see it rising up to 30,000 index before the
end ofthe year but | will expectto see a lot
ofvolatility in the course ofthe year.
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the bond market. Thebond market
yield as | said has just got down.

Theyield usedto be 13 per cent
on 20-year bond isnow 7 per cent.
The money market as | explained
the rate used to be about 12,14 per
cent now about 24 per cent. What
the customer does is to take this
money to the equity market that is
to me the only solution. So much
money is leaving the bond market,
money market and is moving into
equity market hence you can see
that in the movement of price of
stocks in recent days and ofcourse
since there is more demand than
supply the prices have begun to
trickle up and you can see that
since March, March was a rocket
month up from February.

R ecently you launched
the Nigeria Interna-
tional Bond Fund

(NIBF). What is the importance
ofthis to the nation’s economy?

The rationale for the re-launch-
ing NIBF which has been in the
market since 1997 was to familiar-
ize Nigeria investing public about
the opportunity ofthe bond mar-
ket.

All the while we have been
making noise about equity market
while the bond market is dwarf-
ing the equity market by several
months ago. March was a buoyant
month for the equity marketand |
think the traded volume of equity
shouldbe in the neighbourhood of
N60 to N8O billion for the whole
month. Over the same month, the
bond market has done N2 tril-
lion turnover. Significantly, more
money moves in and out of the
bond market because of the large
players involves, Nigerian banks
are of course big players but one
strong players which most aver-
age investors do not remember is
the pension fund administrators.

Because of what we did with
pension reforms in 2006, a lot of
PFA today have their strong pres-
ence in the bond market and these
constitutes between 32 and 33 per
cent of the bond market in term
of secondary market trading, very
active.

However, the average investors
are excluded from the bond mar-
ket because the minimum trans-
action is in the neighbourhood of
N100 million per transaction. For
the man on the street, is a no go
area. With the NIBF, Afrinvest as
a bond manager is able to invest
exclusively on all FGN bond and
state governments bond.

We have several billion under
this management. We buy and sell
those bonds in both domestic and
international. While we are trading
like other institutional investors in
hundreds and billions of naira, we
are also allow our retail customers
to come in and invest in fund at a
minimum price ofN750,000.

This, we believe is an excellent
way people can comes in and par-
ticipate in the bond marketand for
those who does not have N750,000,

we have created an in-house pay-
ment structure that can help them
save up to that point and come to
NIBF. So, thatis part ofthe reasons
we are re- lunching NIBF in addi-
tion to make people understands
that it is now more liquid. There
was also an investment trust where
it was listed on the exchange like
a company so if you want to buy
in shares there must be somebody
who must be ready to sell before
you can exchange it. Ifyou own it
and you want to sell and there isno
buyer, then you cannot sell.

Today, we have converted that
listing on the primary market to
the NIBF and to memorandum
listing. So Afrinvest is a market
and ifyou want to sell, come to us
wewill giveyouyour money in five
days. Ifyouwantto buy, come to us
we will give you new unit within
five days.

That way, it is much more
vibrant. We have the money to
turn around that is the stand-
ard Trust we have. Within those
things creating more liquidity and
adding value, you can see NIDF is
now trading ataw uch better value.

Atrading today isat N1,700 per
unit. We are offering the unit under
the current offer which opens till
the end of April at N 1,500 , about
12per centdiscount to the current
price. But before we move this
from the main listing to memoran-
dum listing it was selling around
N 1,600 and many of the inves-
tors could not get the real value
because they were trying to sell,
there was no buyer and this actu-
ally depressed the market.

ow that the stock mar-
ket is recovering, is it
sustainable?

There is nothing like sustaina-
ble so long as the earnings are ris-
ing, the stock market should keep
picking up. Butthe stock market is
impacted with a lot of issues. The
market is ipipacted by the liquid-
ity in the market. You can have
healthy~market but there are no
buyers and if there are no buyers
the market will be sluggish.

If you have a healthy market
and you have unstable political
environment, like we have in the
first three months of the year,
I remember we were trying to
push some equities to some for-
eign investors and | was told that
we should go and solve our presi-
dential problem and when we
finished we should call them. So
there is nothing wrong with the
market.

In a few months, we are going
to witness new elections that will
also impacts on the stock market.
On whether this gaining is sus-
tainable, well based on the funda-
mental earning goals ofthe com-
panies in the market, there isgood
potential for moving up side and
| see it rising up .to 30,000 index
before the end oftlie year but I will
expect to see a lot of volatility in
the course ofthe year.
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UMARU MUSA YAR'ADUA UNIVERSITY

P. M. B. 2218, Dutsin-Ma Road, Katsina

2008 ETF NORMAL INTERVENTION AND LIBRARY
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

PRE-QU ALIFIC ATION OF CONTRACTORS AND
INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE AUTOMATION OF
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, PROCUREMENT OF LIBRARY
BOOKS. EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE AND LOCAL
PERIODICAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2008/2009

Umaru Musa Yar'adua University intendsto carryout:
2008 Normal Intervention Projects:

i. Lotl; ProcurementofLibrary Automation
ii. Lotll:ProcurementofLibrary Equipment

Under the 2008 Education Trust Fund (ETF) Normal Intervention and
Library Development Projects.

Pre-qualification and Tender Documents are hereby invited from capable
and competent Contractors forassessmentand bidding.

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

You are required to submit the following documents before purchasing
tender document at Bid Fees of N10,000.00 for Lot | {Procurement of
Library Automation) and N35,000.00 for Lot I! (Procurement of Library
Equipment):

a- Evidence of Company Registration with the Corporate Affairs
Commission. (CAC)

b-  CurrentTaxClearance Certificate for the fast 3years,

c- ValueAdded Tax Registration Certificate (VAT),

d- Company'sAudited Accounts for 3years.

e- Bank reference from a reputable bank as evidence of financial
capaubility.

f- List and documentary evidence of similar services to other high
caliber facilities successfully and satisfactorily provided (or being
provided) in Nigeria within the last 3 years. Such evidence shall be in
the form of valid contract/service agreement and payment
certificates. Contractors for Library Automation must show evidence
of clear experience in Open Access Initiative/Development and
electronic repositories design and deployment,

g- Evidence of registration as a contractor/service provider with
Katsina State GovernmentUmaru Musa Yaradua University
Katsina.

h-  And any other information that will enhance the pre-qualification of
the company.

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION AND BIPED TENDER
DOCU ;

Pre-qualification and bided tender documents should be separately each
and to be submitted in a sealed envelope marked clearly at right hand
comerwith the title ofthe projectfor which the Pre-qualification/Bid Tender
is soughtto:

The Registrar,

Umaru Musa Yar'adua University,
P.M.B2218, Dutsin-ma Road,
Katsina.

All pre-qualification and Bided tender documents should be submitted not
later than 12:00 noon at two weeks from the date of this publication and
submissions will be publicly opened at 12:01 pm ofthe date ofthe closing.
All contractors that make submission or their representatives are advised
to be present at the University Senate Chamber, Senate Building to
witness to the opening ofthe pre-qualification documents.

Signed
Abdu Halliru Abdullahi
Registrar/Secretary to the Council.

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS FOR YEAR

2010 PROCUREMENT OF MAJOR EQUIPMENT

Please refer to our recently published advertisements in the Federal
Tenders Journal (pages 32,33 and 35); ThisDay (pages 70 and 71)
and Daily Trust(pages 38 and 39), all of Monday, 8" February, 2010,
on the items listed below;

1. THE DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING
OF POWER SYSTEM SCADA, TELECOMMINICATION FACILITY
AND WORKING TOOLS.

2. SUPPLY OF TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT.

3. PRE-QUALIFICATION AND BIDDING FOR ENERGY METERING
SYSTEMS, in the Federal Tenders Journal, Daily Trust and The
Nation of Monday, March 8, 2010.

NOTE
Please note that;
A. Only Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMSs),
shall be pre-qualified as against accredited agents.
This is in line with the Federal Government directives
on procurement of major equipment.
B. All Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), who
submitted their applications through their agents,
should re-apply directly.

SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENTS
All completed documents by the Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs), should be submitted to;

Assistant General Manager (Procurement),
Transmission Company of Nigeria (TCN),
Room 228, 2MFloor, PHCN CHQ,

Plot 441, Zambezi Crescent, Maitama, Abuja,
e-mail; atonack@yahoo.co.uk

EXTENTSION OF TIME
Submission of completed documents by applicants is therefore
extended to Friday, 16thApril, 2010.

Signed;
MANAGEMENT
TRANSMISSION COMPANY OF NIGERIA (TCN)
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Federal Republic of Nigeria

Federal Ministry of Power

INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY/TENDER FOR THE
SUPPLY OF FIELD TEST VANS/TEST EQUIPMENT AND
LOW POUR FUEL OIL (LPFO)

1. The Federal Government of Nigeria has provided
funds in the 2010 Budget Proposals for the Federal Ministry
of Power to improve die quality and reliability of electric
power generation and installations in the country.
Consequently, the Federal Ministry of Power invites tender
forthe supply ofthe items specified and described in the lots
listed below:

Loti. The supply of 6No Testing Vans, 4WD, Air-
Conditioned (Double Cabin); Petrol Engine, Van Canopy
(Inside compartment fitted with heat insulation material)
with each Test Van fitted with the following Field Test
Equipmentfrom the original equipment manufacturers:

i. 1No. Three Phase Transformer Turns Ratio Test Set

ii. INo. Primary Current Injection Test Set with
associated cables

iil. INo. Secondary Current Injection Test Set with
associated cables

iv. INo. AC/DC High PotTester

V. 1No. 80kV Dielectric Oil Test Set

Vi. 1No.IOKV Insulation Tester

vii. INo. Digital Earth Resistance TestSet

viii. INo. Dual Display Digital Multi-Meter

iX. 1No. 70kV Discharge Rod

X. 1No. 5kVA Generator

Lot2: The supply of 90, OOOmts (ninety thousand metric
tons) of LPFO.

PRE-QUAaOCATION/TENOER REQUIREMENTS

2. Eligible suppliers are to support their bids with the
following documents/information:

i Evidence of registration with Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC) and Forms C07;

it. Company Audited Accountfor 3 years;

iii. Evidence of Tax Clearance Certificate for the last 3

years
iv. VAT Registration;
V. Evidence of registration with Pension Commission
(PC) and remittances to Pension Fund Administrators
(PFA); X

Vi. Evidence of Financial Capability & Banking Support;

vii. Evidence of payment of Tender Fee N25,00.00
(Twenty - five thousand Naira);

viii.  List of 3 similar projects previously executed or on-

going, including letters of award, completion and
payment certificates;
Technical details, brochures/manuals and
Manufacturers’ Authorisation Letter for the proposed
TestEquipment (Lot 1);
Copy ofISO certificate ofthe manufacturer (Lot 1);
Evidence of existing Local and, or International
Supply Agreements or MOU with the sources of the
LPFO supply and facilities for delivery ( Lot 2);

Xil. Confirmation of Tender Validity Period of at least 90
days;

SUBMISSION OF
DOCUMENTS

PRE-QUALIFICATION/TENDER

3. Four copies each, including one original, of the
documents for Pre-qualification and Tenders in 2 separate
sealed envelopes marked 'Pre-qualification'or Tender’
for the supply of items in any of the Lots' and inserted in a
bigger 3* envelope, must be submitted not later than 12
noon on Monday 17~ May 2010. The submissions should be
addressed to and delivered atthe address below:

The Secretary,

Ministerial Tenders Board,

Federal Secretariat Complex,

Phase 1, Annex HI, 3* Floor, Room 347,
CBD, Abuja.

OPINING OF...,',,.PRE-
DOCUMENTS

LIFI.C.A.TIQN/TENP ER

4. AH Pre-qualification documents will be opened
immediately after the close oftender submission on Monday
17thMay 2010, at 2.00pm, in the 4mRoor Conference Room,
Federal Secretariat Complex, Phase 1, Annex 1.

5. Only pre-qualified suppliers or their representatives,

interested members of the public and Non-Governmental
Organizations will be invited to witness the public opening of
the financial bids.

6. Ail quotations sent by postwill be rejected.
Signed

|1.B.Saii
Permanent Secretary
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Doyou heat avoice inyour headwhen
you read? If not.... you could be dyslexic

AS Gary Chevin watched his wife
Carol reading a newspaper, he had
a sudden realisation.

Diagnosed as severely dyslexic
at seven, he had always struggled
to read. Gary noticed that Carol
was reading without moving her
lips, which seemed odd to him as
a dyslexic. ‘She told me she was
reading in her head,” says Gary. ‘I
asked what that sounded like and
she said it was like a voice.

‘I have never heard a voice in
my head - ever. | was so shocked |
nearly fell offmy chair.’

Gary, 50, was stunned to learn
that when 55-year-old Carol read
a letter, she would hear the writ-
ersvoice, rather than her own, in
her head - and that in her dreams,
people spoke. ‘It all seemed so
alien to me. I have the reading age
ofa five-year-old so | never read.
If | dream, | have visual dreams.
They are always totally silent.”

Most people use their inner
voice subconsciously. But for
those who find they do not have
one, it can be a revelation.

‘I now understand my actions
a lot more,” says Gary, a former
builder from Stoke-on-Trent. ‘I
follow my emotions because |
dont have avoice in my head ana-
lysingwhat I'm about to say ordo.’

Professor Rod Nicolson, head
ofwork psychology at the Univer-
sity of Sheffield, has been studying
dyslexia for many years and was
inspired to investigate internal
speech after meeting Gary at a
conference in 2004. He believes
he has found a link between lack
of inner speech and poor reading
ability. ‘Children start off hav-
ing to say every word out loud,’

he says. /At some stage, as their
reading improves, so does their
ability to sight-read [to read in
their heads] and that is the stage
at which reading really takes off.

By the age of eight or nine,
most children can read in their
heads. The development of the
inner voice seems to be automatic
for most people, but our data sug-
gests a link with fluent reading,
in that the process of learning to
sight-read actually helps inner-
speech develop.

‘Everyone assumes everyone
else isthe same. However, we have
found not everyone has an inner
voice and in those who don', lit-
eracy levels are often poor. ‘But
we have also found a lot of chil-
dren with dyslexia who have
well-developed inner speech.’
Prof Nicolson believes that like
ordinary speech, there are dif-
ferent degrees of fluency of inner
speech. ‘Itsprobably “use itor lose
it? he says. Dr Kate Saunders, of
the British Dyslexia Association,
says the idea that some dyslexics
have no inner voice is new. ‘It is
possible there may be a link with
dyslexia for some individuals, but
we shouldn’t make any sweep-
ing statements,” she adds. No
one knows for sure what causes
dyslexia but ‘at risk’ signs can be
detected in children as young
as three. There is evidence from
brain-scan research that when
dyslexic individuals read, key
areas on the left side ofthe brain
important for the processing of
language are not as activated as
they should be.

Consequently, those with dys-
lexia struggle with reading, spell-

ing and writing and can have dif-
ficulty making the link between
the written word and the phonetic
sounds in words. Early diagno-
sis and well-structured, multi-
sensory phonics-based teaching
programmes can help.

Dr Saunders says 30 to 50 per
cent of those with dyslexia also
have Attention Deficit Hyperac-
tivity Disorder, a medical condi-

tion affecting how well someone
can sitstill and focus. Itis believed
that many of those with ADHD
may also lack an inner voice.
Prof Nicolson is seeking vol-
unteers who suspect they have lit-
tle or no inner speech to undergo
Functional Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (fMRI), a non-invasive
brain scan using a powerful mag-
netic field, radio-frequency pulses
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and a computer to measure tiny
metabolic changes in the brain.

It should detect when some-
one is using internal speech.

‘So far our research has been
based on simple tests weVve
devised ourselves,’ he says. ‘Using
an FMRI scanner will provide a
strong test for our theory.’

For Gary, there isstill hope. He
has software that turns his speech
into type on his computer, and
vice versa. Listening to emails
via his earpiece has helped him
develop an inner voice, although
he has to concentrate to hear it.

‘| feel so sad when I think of
what | went through at school,’
says Gary, whose two grown-up
children also have dyslexia and
no internal speech. ‘1hated every
single day. Many schoolchildren
are still struggling and more
research is needed to help them.’

TESYOUR INNER SPEECH

For this you need two people -
one asking the questions and the
other doing the test. If you find
any ofthis difficult, it may indicate
problems with reading.

Ask the person to say numbers
oneto 26 out loud, then to say them
again, but saying one out loud and
two and three in their heads, with
their tongue clamped between
their teeth. They must not move
any part oftheir body, suchasnod-
ding their head or using their fin-
gers. The correct sequence would
be 1,4,7,10,13,16,19,22,25. They
must complete itwithin 25 seconds.
Using a pen, tap on the table, say,
ten times and ask the other per-
son to count the taps in their head,
applying the same rules as above.

Cleverest women are the heaviest drinkers

CLEVERER women tend to drink more

WOMEN who went to university consume more
alcohol than their less-highly-educated counter-
parts, amajor study has found.

Those with degrees are almost twice as likely to
drink daily, and they are also more likely to admit
to having a drinking problem.

Asimilar link between educational attainment

and alcohol consumption is seen among men,
but the correlation is less strong.

The findings come from a comprehensive
study carried outat the London School of Eco-
nomics in which researchers tracked the lives
ofthousands of 39-year-old women and men,
all born in the UK during the same week in

1970. The report-concludes: “The more
educated women are, the more likely they
are to drink alcohol on most days and to
report having problems due to their drink-
ing patterns. “The better-educated appear
to be the ones who engage the most in
problematic patterns ofalcohol consump-
tion.”

Womens alcohol consumption can
even be predicted from their scores in
school tests taken when they are as as
young as five.

Women who achieved Viedium™ or
“high” test marks as schoolgirls are up
to 2.1 times more likely to drink daily as
adults. The authors of the report, Franc-
esca Borgonovi and Maria Huerta, suggest
several possible explanations as to why bet-
ter-educated women drink more.

They tend to have children later, post-
poning the responsibilities of parenthood.
They may have more active social lives or
work in male-dominated workplaces with
adrinking culture.

As girls, they may have grown up in
middle-class families and seen their par-

ents drink regularly.

In the long-term study, the LSE team
followed all the people born in Britain
during one week in 1970, asking them
questions about their lifestyle at regular
periods throughout their lives.

The number of people for whom
information was available has varied
over the course of the research between
9,665 and 17,287. The researchers took
account of each individual’s school test
results abvd level ofacademic attainment,
as well as their answers to regularly-
administered surveys in which they were
asked questions such as “Have you ever
felt you should cut down on your drink-
ing?” and “Have you ever had a drink
first thing in the morning to steady your
nerves or get rid ofa hangover?”

Women with some educational quali-
fications were 71 per cent more likely to
drink on most days compared to women
with no qualifications. Women with
degree-level qualifications werf 86 per
cent more likely to do so.

Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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Will the kidnappers allow you to make a call?
Photo location: Shanghai, China, byTai Wai Cheung

Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given'- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each

number, 1-9.
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Man with halfa body defies

the odds by'father

espite only hav-
ing half a body,
Kenny Easterday
insists he can live
the life of a nor-

mal man. Now he appears to

have proved it after claiming he
has fathered a child.

Easterday, 35, wasborn with
a rare condition called sacral
agenesis, which prevented his
spine from developing nor-
mally.

When he wasjust sixmonths
old, doctors amputated Kennys
legs and used part of his shin-
bone to complete his partially-
formed spine.

Kenny is so small he can fit
inside a suitcase but that hasn’t
stopped him playing pool,
bowling, working - or having a
love life with fiancee Nicky, 33.

In an American television
documentary, he and Nicky
revealed that they were together
seven years ago - after which
she became pregnant with her
daughter, Desiree.

he pair are soon to found
out if Desiree is actually
Kennys child. And they

KENNY Easterday is living a normal life beyond expectations in Virginia

hope, to start a new family to

join Nickystwo children.

Kenny’ greatest dream is to
have a child, he revealed in the
documentary.

‘I want a child to carry my
name, someone that can carry
my legacy and be able to say
‘Well thats my daddy? he said.

Kenny was not expected to
live past 21.

As aboy Kenny was offered
prosthetic legs but he hated
wearing them and preferred to

KENNY'S legs were amputated when he was six months old and a part of his shinbone was used
to complete his spine

KENNEY Easterday with Desiree, the seven-year-old who could be his daughter

Ing a child'

use his hands or a skateboard to
getaround.

‘My dad pretty much taught
me how to walk on my hands,’
said Kenny, from West Virginia,
USA.

( ljust told him to walk behind
his mother, because she walks
like a duck so just walk like

her,” Kenny father said in docu-

mentary made about his life.

As a child Kenny starred in
the 1988 film, The Kid Brother,
adramatised version ofhis early
life.

‘If I'm handicapped it%
because of'these damn legs,’
Kenny said in the film as he
pushes over his prosthetic legs.
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AMERICAN astronaut Tracy Caldwell Dyson, who is currently

FROM left: Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger, Naoko Yamazaki and Stephanie Wilson prepare for orbiting earth in a Russian capsule, isone of four women who

their voyage to the International Space Station

will be in space this week

One giant leap for womankind

... Four female astronauts to set a record for most women in space at one time

pace is about to have a female population

xplosion, with four women set to be in

orbit at the same time. This week NASA

ill attempt to launch three women to the

nternational Space Station, where they will

join another female who is already circling earth in
a Russian capsule.

Itwill be the most women in space at the one time.

The astronauts are a
former schoolteacher, a
chemist who once worked
as an electrician and two
aerospace engineers.

Americans  Dorothy
Metcalf-Lindenburger
and Stephanie Wilson and
Japanese astronaut Naoko
Yamazaki will launch with
Discovery’s seven-strong
crew today.

Ms Wilson, 43, said
she hoped the number of
women in space would
increase.

‘I think that we have
made a great start and have
paved the way with women
now being able to perform
the same duties as men in
spaceflight,” she said.

Wilson became the sec-
ond black woman in space
in 2006.

The head of
NASA's space
operations was
unaware ofthe
mm INENt record
untl itwas
oiNted OULTD comryenaimnmen:
him last week.
hreewomen ===
have flown
together in
space hefore, but

cian father.

Shewas inspired by former schoolteacher Christa
McAuliffe, who was killed along with six others
aboard Challenger in 1986.

McAuliffe, a high school teacher, also inspired
Metcalf-Lindenburger, who was 14 years old when
she attended Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama,
several years after the Challenger launch accident.

‘Of course, the shuttle
hasits risks. ButweVve tried
to make it as safe as possi-
ble, and there are so many
things that we gain from
it and there are so many
reasons to fly it,” Metcalf-
Lindenburger said.

Metcalf-Lindenburger
was a young earth-science
and astronomy teacher
when she stumbled onto
a wanted ad for astronaut-
educator in 2003.

achievement

ica’k first female astronaut,
Sally Ride, rocketed into

en still outnum-

ber women by

=more than two

to one aboard the shuttle
and station.

The head of NASA%

ecrewitsed 5 ONIY ATEWHIMES S e immiven

haulingup bigspare  WKkHL™ -™ |
parts, experiments and
other supplies to the nearly completed space station.

Yamazaki will become the second Japanese
woman to fly in space.

The women will join American Tracy Caldwell
Dyson, who was launched aboard a Soyuz rocket
from Kazakhstan on Friday with two Russian male
astronauts.

Dyson was due to arrive yesterday and stay at the
space station for six months.

The 40-year-old has adoctorate in chemistry and
grew up in Southern California assisting her electri-

record until it was pointed
SH8H outto him last week

Three women have flown together in space
before, but only a few times.

‘Maybe thats a credit to the system, right? That |
dontthink of it as male or female,” space operations
chief Bill Gerstenmaier said.

‘I just think of it as a talented group of people
going to do theirjob in space.’

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the
worlds first space traveller in 1961, and he was fol-
lowed two years later by world s first spacewoman,
fellow Soviet Valentina Tereshkova.

THE Soyuz TMA-18 rocket, containing Tracy Caldwell Dyson,
takes off from Kazakhstan Friday.

*
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Faster celebrations around the world

PIC. BPA
FLAGELLANTS flog themselves and each other outside Quiapo church before marching to Mala-
canang palace in Manila. Roman Catholic bishops in the Philippines criticised the Easter ritual of
people publicly whipping themselves or having themselves crucified.
PIC:AP
EAST Timorese women carry crosses as they pray at Komoro A man plays the part of Jesus Christ and walks over a person playing the devil to symbolise the
Church in Dilli triumph ofgood over evil as partof Holy Week celebrations in Texistepeque, El Salvador
PIC. BPA
PAINTED hens'eggs are checked at wholesale company Eicom in Barneveld in VISITORS stand nextto atree decorated with thousands of Easter eggs in the

central Netherlands for Easter festivities. garden of Christa and Volker Kraft in Saalfeld, Germany
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UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, ILORIN, NIGERIA

P.M.B. 1515, ILORIN
Website: www.unilorin.edu.ng Info: ppu@ unilorin.edu.ng
Tel.: 08035960109 Fax: +234-<0)31-222561

INVITATION FOR

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS

A.

FOR UNIVERSITY PROJECTS

INTRODUCTION

The University of llorin wishes to execute the following projects:

xiii.
Xiv.
XVi.
XVii.
xviii.

XiX.

B.

Hostel for College of Health Sciences
Building for Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies
Completion of Stadium Complex

a. The Grand Staod

b. Registration Centre

c. Tartan Tracks

d. Standard {Olympic) Swimming Pool

Refurbishmentofthe Indoor Sports Hall & Parquet Flooring
Teaching and Research Equipment

Laboratory Equipmentfor Departments (ETF)

A Block of Four Lecture Rooms for College of Heatth Sciences (ETF)
Green House forthe Faculty of Agriculture (ETF)

Furniture Items for Computer BasedTest (CBT) Centres
Supply of Luxurious (MarcopoloType) Bus

Supply of Carsand Hilux Van for the Faculties

Supply of 500KVA11/411 KVTransformer (Sport-Complex)
Rehabilitation (Internal Wail Tiling) of the Senate Building
Upgrading of PG Hostel

Furnishing of PG Hostel

Procurementof Assorted Books (ETF)

Internal Road Construction

Rehabilitation of Buildings

WestAfrica University Games (WAUG) Hostel/ Retreat Centre

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Interested contractors are required to submit pre-qualification documents with verifiable
evidence including, but notlimited to the following:

Vi.

VIl

viii.

C.

Evidence of incorporation of Company by Corporate Affairs Commission;
Evidence of current registration with the Federal Ministry of Works, Housing and
Urban Development (where necessary);

Evidence oftaxclearance certificate forthe lastthree years;

Company's Audited Accountforthe lastthree years;

Evidence of compliance with the provisions ofthe Pension Reform Act 2004;

List of similar jobs executed with evidence of names of clients, location of
projects, letter of contract award, certificate of practical completion and cost of
projects (Note that any contractor without evidence of having successfully
executed a single project of the magnitude (in cost) of what he is seeking to be
pre-qualified for, shall not be shortlisted, particularly foritems A(i), (ii) and (iii)};
Letterofreferencefrom contractors' bankers; and

Letter of consentfrom professionals to be engaged on the projects.

PROCESSING FEES

Interested contractors are required to pay a non-refundable processing fee of N30,000.00
(Thirty Thousand Naira) only, for each project bidded for ( Bank Draft), to the University of
llorin, llorin. The draft or evidence of payment at the Bursary Department of the University
mustaccompany the pre-qualification submission.

D.

SUBMISSION

All submissions in sealed envelopes should be delivered to the address below not later
than 12 noon, two (2) weeks from the date ofthis advertisement. The envelopes should be
clearly marked at the top-right-hand corner with the name ofthe projectand "UNIVERSITY
CAPITAL PROJECT". Pre-qualification submissions will be opened at the Committee Room
of Auditorium Basement, University of llorin at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, the 20" of April 2010.

The Registrar,

P.M.B. 1515, tlorin.

(Vote:
©
(«

(iii)

This advertisementisnotan invitation to tender;

The University reserves the right to reject any or all the pre-qualification
packages;

Failure to comply with any of the above instructions or provide any of the listed
documents may automatically result in disqualification.

Signed
Olufolake O. Oyeyemi (Mrs)
Registrar
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HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513

email: citynews@dailytrust.com

Policemen Kill
Okada rider at Karu

By Abubakar Yakubu & Nathan-
iel Jonah

THE police in Karu, an
Abuja suburb Thursday
allegedly Kkilled a com-
mercial motorcyclist as he
ferried passengers on the
Jikoyi to Karu road.

Witnesses said at about
8 pm on the fateful day,
Usman Ibrahim was carry-
ing a passenger on his bike
when four policemen man-
ning a checkpointsignalled
with a touchlight that he
stop, but that he continued
on his way.

One of the policemen
reportedly hit him on the
back of the head and that
he died shortly on hitting
the ground.

Usman was buried
according to Islamic rites
the following day and his
colleagues grouped up
hours after his burial on
Friday and set fire to a
police outpost close to the
spot Usman was killed.

After the attack, police-
men in large numbers
swamped on the area min-
utes later and arrested
commercial cyclists as well
as their bikes that passed
through the troubled area.

Over 20 motorcycles
were impounded and
10 commercial cyclists
arrested as suspects by the
police at Karu.

The deceased’s uncle,
Malam Hassan Ibrahim,
said Usman came to Abuja
from Jibia in Katsina State
to work hard in order to
help his parents and to ful-
fil his dream of marrying
his fiancee before the year
ran out.

“His parents are deafand
dumb, which made Usman
the breadwinner of his
family and he worked very
hard as an Okada rider to
ensure that he makes them
comfortable and to marry
before the year runs out,”
his uncle said.

Mailam Ibrahim stated
that he was outside his
apartment Thursday night
(at around 12 midnight)
when some commercial
cyclists came to him and
inquired whether Usman

had come home as they
saw his motorcycle parked

zcCBffrfuactSaa nr Karu.

He said immediately
after the information, he
left with a group of Islamic
clericsto CBNjunction and
did not see the bike, adding
that the following morning
they went to the police sta-
tion at Karu and were told
that Usman was at Asokoro
General Hospital.

“When we got to the

THE burnt police outpostat CBN junction in Karu

hospital, a check was done
of all the patients that
were admitted for the day
but Usmans name could
only be found on the list
of corpses at the hospital,
which made us return to the
police to ask for a medical
report but they preferred to
release a policeman to fol-
low us to the hospital to get
the corpse,” the uncle said.

According to him, the
police removed N2,320
from the deceased pocket
to deposit for the corpse
at the hospital, while the
family paid N2,660 and an
additional N500, before the
body was released from the
hospital.

He said prayers were
conducted after Jumat
prayers and the corpse
taken to Nyanya Cemetery
for burial.

Mallam Ibrahim dis-
closed that the attack on
Usman by the police was the
third, adding that the first
was when they whipped
him with sticks and he fell
with a female passenger,
who was carrying tomatoes,
while the third was when he
got the same beating when
he carrieda male passetxggt.

Our reporter

function friar porfcemen,
who mount road blocks at
CBN junction, are found
of molesting commercial
cyclists as from 8 pm.
“They use heavy sticks
to hit cyclists, who refuse
to stop and we normally
see ugly incidents, where
cyclists and their passen-

gers get injured because of

such harassment,” awitness

learnt
from people around CBN

around the area said.

Cyclists  spoken to
alleged that the police-
men are found ofextorting
money from them, hence
their refusal to stop.

“Once we stop at CBN
junction, the policemen
will collect all our earn-
ings for the day, which is
normally N2,500 and later
take your bike to their sta-
tion where we are made
to pay additional N3.000
before the bike is released,
hence our refusal to stop,”
an Okada rider revealed.

He said because of the
extortion, commercial
cyclists prefer to by-pass
the policemen that mount
roadblock at the junction.

Residents of Karu said
the services ofokada riders
have been helpful as they
take them home after work.

“After the holdup at AYA,
we normally mount such
bikes at 8 pm and they drop
us at the door steps of our
houses,” a resident said.

Reacting FCT Police
Spokesman, Superintend-
ent Moshood Jimoh, said
the police sighted the vic-
tim disobeying the FCTAs
bin and waxedhim to

but lie sped on and ‘it

pole.

/tffer tHe accident; fHe
policemen at the scene took
him to Asokoro General
Hospital and-surprisingly
the victims colleagues came
in large numbers to Burn a
police outpost and 10 of
them were arrested,” the
spokesman said.

He said the suspects will
be investigated and later
charged to court
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Cleric
cautions

marriages

By Hussein Yahaya & Muideen Olaniyi

AN Islamic Cleric, Mallam Yinus
Raheem, has advised Muslim men
not to misconstrue the provision
in the Holy Qur’an that states that
a Muslim man can.marry up to
four wives.

The cleric who spoke after the
Friday Jumat sermon, reminded
Muslims that such clause in the
Holybook wasaccompanied with
important conditions that such a
man must be financially, spiritu-
ally, physically and morally capa-
ble to cater for the wives.

Mallam Raheem observed that
it will not auger well for anybody
to give birth to a large number of
children that he cannot monitor
and train effectively.

He appealed to government at
all levelsto find a lasting solution
to the many problems confront-
ing the country, especially those
related to unemployment and
social security.

In another development, schol-
arsatthe Organization of Thada-
munul Muslimeen (OTM) four-
day seminar in Abuja, yesterday
tasked Muslim parents to give
priority attention to both religious
and Western systemsofeducation
with aview to enabling their chil-
dren cope with challenges in the
contemporary world.

Delivering a lecture on ‘Estab-
lishing A Muslim Home’ an edu-
cationist Uztadh Dhikrullah Ibra-
him stressed the need for Mus-
limsto support Islamic schools in
order to set quality standard for
their children.

Uztadh Ibrahim said some
children get polluted through
their exposure to negative norms
in Western system of education
but expressed his beliefthat there
isno alternative to a sound educa-
tion which is merged with moral
teachings.

Earlier in his lecture entitled
‘Muslims and the Challenges of
knowledge in the 21st Century,’
Uztadh Nuruddeen Adesinaiden-
tified blind imitation, dearth of
competentscholars, poor attitude
to Islamic knowledge, laziness,
inadequate information, lack of
organization and lack of focus as
among the challenges facing the
Muslims.

Other lectures were presented
by Imam Tajuddeen Bello of Fuad
Lababidi Mosque, who spoke on
“The Significance of the Knowl-
edge of Quran and Sunnah,’
Uztadh Aliy Shuaib Abdus-Salam
from Taraba State and Imam
Ismail Solahuddeen of Nurul-
Bayan International Academy,
who spoke on the ‘The Evolution
ofFigh.’

The four-day seminar ends
today with a special conference
for women themed “Women:
Agents of Societal Transforma-
tion” at Berger Central Mosque,
Utako District, along Mabushi
Junction.

By Hussein Yahaya

RESIDENTS ofthe Federal Capi-
tal Territory (FCT) have appealed
to relevant authorities to ensure
adequate security at polling units
during the April 10 council elec-
tions.

Many residents spoken to
called for massive monitoring of
the polls by the electorates, jour-
nalists and civil societiesto ensure
the success ofthe poll.

Mr. John Aoudu, a civil serv-
ant, appealed to the Independent
National Electoral Commission
(INIEC) to closely monitor the
activities of their staff, especially
the presiding and returning offic-
ers to avoid sharp practices.

“Previous experiences have
shown that allegations of rig-
gings by INEC are mostly done
by presiding and returning
officers and they must be closely
monitored by all the stakeholders

CITY NEWS

Council poll:
wsims o ragjdents call for
adequate security

if the elections will be free and
fair,” he said.

Malam Abdul Isah, aresident of
Bwari, said many people have lost
interest with elections in Nigeria
because of previous experiences
where peoples’votes do not really
countin the long run.

“Honestly, we decided to par-
ticipate in Saturday’s election
because the FCT INEC com-
missioner, Mr. Stephen Manye
assured us that the poll will not

only be free and fair but will be
generally acceptable,” he stated.

Elections will be conducted in
all the six area councils in the FCT
on Saturday to electthe new coun-
cil chairmen and councillors.

Our reporter learnt that 23
political parties are taking part
in the exercise, while about 1842
INEC personnel will be deployed
to all the 614 polling units in the
territory with about 10,000 police
men to provide security.

Multitude throng Millennium Park for Easter

By Hussein Yahaya

MULTITUDES yesterday
swarmed at Millennium Park to
celebrate the Easter holiday in the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT).

Car parks within the park were
filled up and fun seekers had to
park their vehicles by the road
sides in order to move into the
park, while armed mobile police-
men were seen parading around
the park

Those at the park, where seen
in groups eating and drinking as
local musicians entertained pic-
nickers.

Families were seen dishing out
rice and chicken meals, while oth-
ers took snacks and soft drinks.

Our reporter observed a large
crowd at the children’ playfield,
which caused a large queue as
children had to wait for a long
time before they could get hold of
aswing.

Mrs Caroline Joseph said she
brought her daughter to the park
after church service in order to
show love.

Mr Ameh Cornelius, a resident
praisedthe security atthe park and
urged the parks management to
continue to ensure security for the
place to be well patronised.

David, a resident, lamented
that the economic situation of
the country does not give room
for elaborate celebrations, adding

that he took his family to the park
for fun.

However, a Clergy man, Pastor
Mathew Ajayi, said Easter.should
be used asaperiod for sober reflec-
tion and to pray for the less privi-
leged aswell asto give alms.

He appealed to all Christiaris
to continue to live peacefully with
their neighbours, adding that with-
out love sharing, alms giving and
forgiveness, the essence of Easter
celebrations will bg defeated.
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CROSS section of graduates from the New York Film Academy during their con- 1.Q. Academy pupils during acompetition in Abuja recently.
vocation ceremony in Abuja Saturday.

MUSLIMS praying for the country in Abuja recently

MISS Farida Abubakar receiving a certificate at AfriHub Institute atWuse 2, Abuja  FCT Permanent Secretary Dr. Goke Adeboye (left) commissioning a health centre
recently: built by World Bank at Abaji recently.



DAILY TRUST wmonday, April 5,2010

T WORLD ™

Nigeria's telecom infrastructure
not enough for growth -Expert

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE telecommunication infra-
structures in Nigeria are not
strong enough to support the
growth ofthe sector and compete
favourably with other nations, a
United States telecommunication
expert Dr. Usman Goni has said.

Speaking recently to Daily
Trust, Goni said any nation that

wishes to be a player in the glo-
bal economic development either
by buying or selling or creating
means for development of master
plan must have global information
infrastructure.

Dr Goni who is among the
committee set up by the Nigerian
government to review the telecom
policy in the country said the pol-
icy in much broader way should be

able to tap into that global infra-
structure.

He said the fundamental for
growth of the telecom industry is
a sound policy and efficient infra-
structure that will make the net-
work available for all.

“The idea is to have connectiv-
ity into that infrastructure so as to
have better transactions,” he said.

He said although the cuirent

Sharp to launch advanced 3D
mobile gear

panels for

SHARP Corp said it plans to start
making this year advanced 3D
displays for cellphones and other
mobile devices that don't require
special viewing glasses, betting
that demand for 3D images will
grow beyond movie theatres
and living rooms to portable
machines.

Stirring demand for small-
sized displays is important for
Japanese LCD panel suppli-
ers after they suffered sluggish
demand for panels designed for
portable electronics due to asharp
slide in mobile phone sales in the
domestic market.

Sharp  launched  mobile
phones and PCs equipped with a
display that enables users to watch
3D images without glasses in the
early 2000s.

Butthey have not really caught
on because ofsuch factors as bulk-
iness, insufficient brightness and
the lack of 3D contents.

Sharp since then has devel-

oped brighter and thinner 3D dis-
plays with higher resolution and a
touch panel function.

“In the 2D era, contents and
infrastructure have spread from
movies to homes, and from homes
to mobile devices,” Sharp Execu-
tive Managing Officer Yoshisuke
Hasegawa told a news conference
on Friday. “We believe the same
thing will happen with 3D. Three-
dimensional images that mostly
inhabit big screens now are about
to hit mobile terminals.”

Hasegawa, head of Sharps
LCD business, did not disclose a
salestarget forthe new 3D display.

Consumer electronics makers
are scrambling to launch 3D TVs
this year, hoping the technology
will be as big aboost for the indus-
try as the transition to color TVs
from black and white.

Panasonic Corp and Samsung
Electronics Co Ltd have already
released 3D models, while Sony
Corp is planning to start offering

3D TVs in June.

But analysts have said the need
for special 3D glasses may keep
consumers from adopting the
technology quickly.

Mobile electronics that let
users enjoy 3D images without
special glasses have been around
for some time, since people tend
to watch the display from a fixed
distance and with a fixed angle on
personal devices such as mobile
phones, making it technologi-
cally less challenging to offer a
3D function.

Japanese game maker Nin-
tendo Co said last month it
planned to launch a new model
of its DS handheld game console
that allows users to play 3D games
without using special glasses.

Hasegawa said the company
has already received inquiries
on the new product from mobile
phone makers and other potential
customers, but declined to say if
Nintendo is one ofthem.

policy was a brilliant one as at the
time it was written some 10 years
ago, but needs improvement to
meet present realities.

“So the idea is to improve the
communication system in Nigeria
and also to use it in networking
schools, government offices and
other agencies.”

Goni also called for the conver-
gence of video, data and telecom-

munication under one umbrella
saying that the change is a natu-
ral phenomenon and it is a global
trend.

He said government should
hasten the process of harmonising
the regulatory bodies such as the
Nigerian Communication Com-
mission and National Broadcast-
ing Commission in order to tap the
benefits ofthe sector.

Galaxy test runs NIMC
connectivity infrastructure

By Yunus Abdulhamid

GALAXY Backbone Pic has commenced the testing ofthe connectiv-
ity infrastructure itisrolling out for the National Identity Management
Commission (NIMC), as part of the National Identity Management
system and infrastructure deployment.

The federal government in December 2008, approved the award
of N0.689 billion contract to Galaxy Backbone for the Metropolitan
Fibre Optic network in Abuja, V-sat connectivity for the National Iden-
tity Management Commission offices in the 36 State including Abuja
offices, construction of Disaster Recovery Site and provision of Business
Connectivity Facilities.

But the implementation of the project was delayed by the sudden
drastic drop in exchange rate which at the time ofthe award ofthe con-
tract was N116.26, but had depreciated to N 149.58 when significant
procurement activities were being put in place, the Managing Director
of Galaxy Backbone Mr. Jerrand Illokwe said.

He noted that most aspects of the project are at advanced stages of
completion but added that, only the States connectivity project has been
completed and testing has commenced in some states with respect to
certain services which are part ofthe package.

Mr. lllokwe also said that, the Metropolitan Fibre Optic Network in
Abujawhich would provide access to the National Identity Database to
Government Institutions including Law Agencies like the Police and
the Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC) have been laid
with interface Connectivity and will soon be completed.

China journalist club shuts
website after attack

THE Foreign Correspondents Club of China said atthe weekend it had
shut its website after a burst of hacker attacks, days after attacks on the
Yahoo email accounts of some foreign journalists covering China were
discovered. “We do not know who is behind the attacks or what their
motivation is,” the club’ board said in an emailed statement explain-
ing it had decided to shut down temporarily the site after two days of
“persistent” attacks.

The club has traced the online assault to IP addresses in both China
and the U.S., but added that these machines could have been taken over
by hackers in other locations.

The hacking was the latest of several recent incidents that have
brought to light the Internet vulnerabilities of people or groups whose
work may raise hackles in China.

Yahoo email accounts of some journalists and activists whose work
relates to China were also compromised in an attack discovered this
week, with some users still shut out from their accounts, rights groups
and foreign correspondents said.

Google’s recent decision to move its Chinese-language search serv-
ices out of China came after the company discovered it had been the
victim of “a sophisticated cyber attack originating from China,” and
found that the Gmail accounts ofdozens of activists connected with
Chinawere being compromised. «

Chinas government has said it condemns Internet hacking and was
not behind the attacks on Google. Some analysts, however, say such
attacks have the hallmarks ofa sophisticated organization. Reuters.
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'Nigeria needs $2.5b ICT investment’

Stories from Zakariyya Adaramola,
Lagos

THE Chairman of the Zinox
Group, Mr. Leo Stan Ekeh has
called on government to give pri-
ority attention to the ICT sector in
the interest ofthe country’s devel-
opment.

He was speaking at the Nigeria
Computer Society event. Reacting
to the call by well-meaning Nige-
rians that youth corps members
be given a lump sum ofN250,000

after their service year to enable
them start a business, the Zinox
boss praised the initiative but said
it was like placing the cart before
the horse. He said what the Gov-
ernment needed to do was to cre-
ate new and solid foundations for
education by providing appropri-
ate ICT infrastructure in schools.
Information Technology, he
said, should drive the teaching
and learning processes in schools,
beginning with the learning envi-
ronment, the instructional materi-

als, the resource centres, and the
e-libraries.

“IT driven education would
come cheaper than analogue
education and create access and
pre-occupation for the millions
of children who come to schools
from poor homes. These youths
are already tech savvy by the time
they leave school. All we need to
do is put together a scheme that
ensures that every graduating stu-
dent is empowered with a laptop.

“This should apply to all grad-

uates from universities, polytech-
nics, and colleges of education.
The idea should be to harness the
energies of a new generation of
Nigerians through the vital tools
for change.

Only adeliberate and systemic
empowerment of the youths can
ensure that Nigeria participates
gainfully in the unfolding know!I-
edge economy”, he said.

The Zinox Chairman said that
Nigeria should borrow a leaffrom
both China and India ifthe dream

to join the worlds top 20 econo-
mies by 2020 is to be realized.

He suggested that the Govern-
ment should invest at least $2.5b
on the empowerment of digital
natives and immigrants, young
and middle aged persons selected
purely on the basis oftheir profi-
ciency in Information Technol-
ogy. He said such an investment
would yield more dividend in the
long run than many of the white
elephant projects that are being
proposed today.

Glo emerges City People
GSM firm of the Year

SECOND national telecoms carrier, Globacom Limited,
recently emerged the GSM Company of the Year, at the
13th City People Awards for Excellence held at the Liberty
Hall, Lekki, Lagos on Sunday last week.

According to the City People Media Group, organiz-
ers ofthe event, Globacom won the GSM Company of the
Year because ofits revolutionary role in the telecoms sector.

“Globacom has proved itselfto be anetwork to be reck-
oned with. The company recently landed it submarine
cable, Glo lin Nigeria and Ghana. It has also pioneered a
lot of firsts since it came on board including the crashing
ofthe price of SIM cards to the lowest level in the industry.”

“The company also brought in new innovations like
3G Plus, mobile banking, and internet, GPRS, MMS, the
Blackberry and Glo Fleet Manager.

Globacom is already rolling out services in some West
African countries, beginning with the Republic of Benin,”
the citation said.

The glamorous event rewards and celebrates worthy
Nigerians and corporate citizens who have excelled in their
various areas ofendeavour.

The 2010 edition recorded a quality attendance with the

' presence of the Delta State Governor and his wife as well
as the Deputy Governor of Osun State, and was witnessed
by the Lagos glitterati.

Globacom is Nigeria’s Second National Operator (SNO)
which provides class telecommunications solutions and
offers digital mobile services (GSM), national carrier serv-
ice (fixed line), international gateway and on-line services.

Visafone slashes tariff
on data services

VISAFONE says ithas slashed prices of its data services to
help extend and encourage internet usage in all segments
ofsociety in Nigeria.

Speaking on the new internet package, the Managing
Director Mr. R. Balachandran said this isyet another exam-
ple ofcustomer and pocket friendly pricing from Visafone.

He said "given the superb experience in terms ofaccess,
surfing and download speeds that Visafone data subscribers
enjoy, this creates irresistible value for data devotees across
the spectrum - whether they be corporate users, travelling
businessmen, students, dedicated downloaders or casual
browsers and email enthusiasts.”

Mr. Balachandran further said: “This is the age of data;
and mobile internet and mobile broadband provides the
fastest and most convenient means ofenabling people and
countries to go digital.

Coupled with Visafonesaccent on customer experience,
this makes for a powerful blend ofvalue for every data cus-
tomer or prospective user.”

With the price slash, subscribers can now geta 3G USB
modem plus 1 month 24/7 unlimited internet access for
N 19,500 and internet modems for as low as N 8,000.

Globaltouch launches assets tracking solution

VEHICLE and airline tracking solution
firm, Globaltouch West Africa Limited,
has launched assets tracking softwares
in the country, which may help reduce
the incident of missing aircrafts and
vehicles.

Disclosing this at a forum for air-
line operators in Abuja at the weekend,
managing director of Globaltouch West
Africa Limited, Engr. Isaiah Moham-
med stated that because Globaltouch
sees security as very paramount in the
aviation industry, the company has
introduced to Nigeria, a unique serv-
ice never seen in the history of satellite
business in the country.

Mohammed said the solution com-
ing from the stables of Guardian Mobil-
ity, its Canadian partners, will apart
from making the business of aviation
easier; also guarantee the much needed
peace of mind that has often been elu-
sive in the aviation business. “We are the
first Nigerian-based satellite tracking
company; all others are foreign based
and expensive. Our data communi-
cations solutions is based on satellite
technology and our services are pro-
vided using a network of 48 satellites
operating in a low earth orbit, which is
less prone to severe weather disruptions.

“We have partnered with Global-

star, a global leader in the provision of
mobile satellite voice and data services
to introduce to the Nigerian aviation
industry, Guardian Mobility world class
solution which offers end-to-end solu-
tions to solve multiple business prob-
lems,” Mohammed said.

He said the company is building a
new dedicated command and control
centre in Abujawhich besides enabling
the Nigerian Civil Aviation Author-
ity (NCAA) track the movement of all
Nigerian registered aircrafts, it will also
allow each operator have its own login
and access to its data. Also speaking,
Ken Stewart, a representative of Guard-
ian Mobility said the solution will allow
the operator to know the status and
location of all aircrafts in its fleet at all
times aswell as set up alarms and receive
notifications upon events. In addition,
the solution will enhance the genera-
tion of useful reports using fleet sum-
mary reporting, including hours and
distances flown, for maintenance and
billing.

He appealed to airline operators in
Nigeria to avail themselves ofthe oppor-
tunity provided by Globaltouch West
Africa Limited platform.

According to him, Guardian Mobil-
ity offers a full range of GPS tracking

and satellite communication solutions
for aircraft reporting over the Global-
star satellite network. In 2004, Guard-
ian introduced the first portable GPS
tracking device for aircraft, which
helped fleet operators know the status
and location oftheir aircraft at any given
moment. At a separate forum organ-
ized by the company for Fleet manage-
ment operators recently in Lagos, Mr.
Peter Bacon, a technical officer with
the satellite firm noted that its flagship
product, Globaltrakker has the capabil-
ity of monitoring and tracking assets
anywhere in the West African region as
well as parts ofthe coastal Atlantic and
Gulfof Guinea marine region.

“With Globaltrakker you can view
and manage assets online through the
secure, feature rich, simple to configure
web application allowing you to stay
in touch 24/7 through sophisticated
schedule or event-driven alerting func-
tionality delivered via e-mail or SMS,”
he assured.

Globaltouch West Africa Limited is
licensed by the Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission (NCC) to offer Glo-
bal Mobile Personal Communications
by Satellite (GMPCS) services and has
its gateway in the Northern Nigerian
city of Kaduna, North-West Nigeria.
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STRONG. ADVANCED. ACCESSIBLE

*Ku Plus kit includes: 1.2m antenna, 2w BUC, LNB,
SkyEdge I1IDU and activation fee. KIT price is landed
Lagos.

Why choosing Cilat Satcom Ku plus service:

e Operating on the newly launched 1S-14 satellite, Gilat Satcom provides
broad satellite coverage and high power service.

» Powered by SkyEdge Il technology, Cilat Satcom’s new Ku Plus service
supports a wide range of service plans with different data rates and service
classes, for top-notch Internet connectivity.

e Small, medium businesses and other users can enjoy affordable and
top-quality Internet services with an amazing browsing and download
experience.The new service supports high data rates up to 1,024/256kbps!

For more information, please call 01 271 9123/4, visit our website: www.gilat.net/kuband or call one of our certified resellers:
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Community builds
secondary school

From Mahmud Lalo,Jos

COMMUNITY of Rimin Zayam
in Toro local government area
of Bauchi state has begun the
construction of a secondary
school through community based
effort.

Speaking at the inauguration
of the construction of the school,
Chairman  Parent Teachers
Association (PTA) Malam Jaafar
Idris said the people of Rimin
Zayam deemed it necessary to
build a secondary of its own
through community effort.

In his remarks, Management
Chairman of the school, Alhaji
Sani S. Bawa, who commended
the effort ofthe people in the area
towards the construction of the
school, said the building of the

school was long overdue saying
that the school was temporarily
using the classes of the primary
school in the area.

According to him, the school
has over 820 students and has
graduated three sets pointing out
that the completion of the project
will gulped over N 10m, “therefore
we want the government and the
good people ofthis area to come
to our aid.”

On his part, Counsellor
representing Mara in Toro local
government area, Malam Auwal
Jibrin Musa Rimi said the effort
the community is making to
build a school ofits own was quite
commendable adding that “It%s
because ofthis effort that the Toro
local government area promised
to help in the project”

NBCcommissionssix
classroom blocks in Lagos

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE Nigeria Bottling Company
(NBC) Pic has commissioned a
block ofsix classrooms it donated
to Adeniji Jones Primary School
in Ikeja, Lagos.

Speaking at the commission-
ing, Managing Director of the
company, Mr Jim Lafferty said the
donation ofthe six classrooms was
in fulfilmentofits NBC corporate
social responsibility which would
goalongway in promoting educa-
tion in the country.

He enjoined the students to
take full advantage of the oppor-
tunity of education, which brings
everyone on a level playing field
and enables them to realize their
fullest potentials.

He also advised the Federal
government to pay increasing
attention to education, saying
that isthe only way to liberate the
country from the shackles ofigno-
rance and poverty

“A hundred years from now,
it will not matter how rich | was,

what kind car | drove, in which
house | lived in, but the impact
I made in the life of a child will
surely be remembered”

Also speaking at the event,
Deputy Governor of Lagos State,
Mrs Sarah Adebisi Sosan com-
mended the company for its
commitment to the rapid devel-
opment ofeducation and its mas-
sive investment in educational
infrastructure in the state.

According to her, education
for all is a responsibility of all,
adding that government cannot
provide education alone without
partnering with the private sector.

The NBC lkeja Plant Manager,
Mr. Aliyu Paiko, amplified the
companys desire to invest in the
lives of people in the communi-
ties where it operates “After con-
tributing to the development of
this community through the con-
struction of these classrooms, we
shall come back to celebrate the
success ofthe pupils who are now
being prepared to help make our
country greater.”
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A massive commercial complex under construction in the Central Area of Abuja

Africa needs
$80bn to
develop
Infrastructure

DR Oby Ezekwesili, World Bank
Vice President has said that Africa
would need to invest 80 billion
dollars (about NI.1 trillion)
annually to meet its infrastruc-
tural needs.

“The continent is currently
spending 40 billion dollars on
infrastructure and therefore, a
gap of40 billion dollars currently
exists,” Ezekwesili said in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia.

“If the continent meets its

industrial needs, it could meet
its GDP growth by two per cent,
increase its productivity by 40 per
cent,” she added.

She said African leaders must
spend prudently to build the
needed infrastructure.

“This way, the infrastructural
activities would be managed in a
waythat would attract private sec-
tor to public private partnership,”
she stressed.

Ezekwesili said that ifgovern-

Lafia solar street lights refuse to work

ments in Africa would spend on
building quality infrastructure
and have mechanism for mainte-
nance," it would improve the life
span ofsuch infrastructure.

She called on African leaders
to find ways on how to build road
networks to connect all parts of
the continent.

She disclosed that the bank
was in support ofregional projects
such as the Lagos-Abidjan road.
(NAN)

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE solar powered street lights in Lafia,
the Nasarawa State capital, have failed to
work after all repair works on them.

The lights were installed in 2007
along the Lafia-Akwanga Road in Lafia
metropolis as part of the Urban Renewal
Programme of Governor Aliyu Akwe
Doma. The lights have undergone not less
than four replacements since then, but the
few that work still cannot shine more than
candle light, residents have complained.
Daily Trust recalls Governor Gabriel
Suswam in the neighboruing Benue State

had said in 2007 that he was not rushing
into the provision ofstreet lights in order to
avoid been given the type of lights in Lafia
for Makurdi, his state capital. The Makurdi
lights have proven to be long-lasting.

The last time the lights were worked on
was in February, but they newly fixed bulbs
have long died. The gateway into Lafia from
Akwanga, through the metropolis remains
in dark as only a few poles have bulbs that
still work

Road users spoken to say it is
unfortunate that the only aspect of the
Urban Renewal Programme that has not
been abandoned has refused to work after

the job was completed. “How sad it is that
the only aspect of the Urban Renewal
Programme that has been executed cannot
work,” said a road user who gave his name
only as Usman.

He called on the government to wake
up to its responsibility by returning the
contractor of that project to provide
workable street lights, “not these ones that
the contractors have provided because they
have proven to be fake.”

State commissioner for information,
Mamman Alakayi was contacted by our
correspondent for comments, but he said
he was too busy atthe moment to make any

meaningful comment.

Daily Trust recalls, however that the
Secretary to the State Government (SSG),
Timothy Anjide has told newsmen
recently that the observation that Lafia
street lights have refused to work was not
correction, since he insisted the lights are
working.

The state government rose recently to
sign another contract for the installation
of another stretch of street lights which
the contractors - Energy Power Tech
called “better street lights” to bring
aesthetics to Lafia. .The contract sum is
N218,679,314,93.
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FG spends N497m on
Unical projects

THE Federal Government has spent about N497 million
on projects in the University of Calabar, Mr Eyo Eyo, the
university’s Director of Physical Planning, has said.

Eyo made this known on Friday in Calabar while con-
ducting newsmen around the project sites.

He said that the Federal Government released the
funds for the projects last year.

Eyo said that N323.54 million was released for building
an administrative block, while N163 million was released
for the construction ofthe College of Medical Sciences
building.

He also said that the Office ofthe Dean of the Faculty
of Arts was constructed at the cost of N9.75 million.

However, Eyo said that the university, through its

Internally Generated Revenue (IGR), funded the con-
struction ofalecture block for the Post-Graduate School
at the cost 0of N208 million.

A Computer Laboratory Centre was also built at the
cost 0f N52.4 million, he added.

A 500-seat pavilion for educational services was built
with N24.3 million; a day care centre was constructed
by the Unical Women Association with N20.35 million,
while the extension of the Medical Centre cost N22.22
million.

Earlier, Prof. Bassey Asuquo, the university’s Vice-
Chancellor, said that during the 24th and 25th Combined
Convocation between April 8 and 10,11,887 graduates
would receive their degrees.

Asuquo said that honorary degrees would be conferred
on Dr Ngozi lweala, the Managing Director of World
Bank, and Gov. Godswill Akpabio of Akwa Ibom and Gov.
Liyel Imoke of Cross River.

He said that during the convocation ceremony, some
major projects would be inaugurated.

“During the convocation, some major projects on the
campus will be inaugurated.

“One major project that will be inaugurated is our
Administrative Block,” he said.

Asuquo said that about 80 per cent ofthe projects were
executed with the universitysinternally generated funds,
while the Federal Government executed the remaining 20
per cent. (NAN)

Renovation of sickle cell centre to gulp N18m

THE renovation ofthe Sickle Cell Centre,
Benin will cost the Edo Government N18
million, the Commissioner for Health, Dr
Moses Momoh has said.

The government, he said, has also
awarded contracts worth N200 million
for the supply of medical equipment and
materials needed in government hospitals,
including the Sickle Cell Centre.

Momoh made the disclosures on
Wednesday in Benin, when members of
Board of the Sickle Cell Centre, visited
him.

The Health Commissioner described
sickle cell anemia as an ailment of igno-
rance, which isavoidable and preventable
if intending couples could make effort
to medically investigate their genotype

before engaging in marriages.

He lamented the long years of infra-
structural decay in the health sector, and
described it as horrible and monumen-
tal, noting that the sickle cell centre is no
exception.

The commissioner expressed the hope
that the situation will be reversed, asbudg-

. etary allocations were made in the 2010

budget to address the issues.

The board Chairman, Dr Oshose
Ohenhen, listed the problems ofthe centre
to include lack of equipment, inadequate
staffstrength and irregular water supply.

The chairman pledged'their prepared-
ness to reposition the centre to achieve
the purpose for which it was established.
(NAN)

FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE, KATSINA

Murtaia Muhammed Way
(Jibia Bypass) P.M.B 2121 Katsina

INVITATION FOR
PRE-QUALIFICATION TO TENDER

The Federal Medical Centre, Katsina is desirous of undertaking the following
projects under its 2010 capital projects. In view of the above, the Centre is inviting
competent and interested companies for pre-qualification to cany out the projects as

follows:-

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a.  Constructionofring road

b.  Construction ofwards

¢. Rehabilitation ofstreet lights

d Procurements | Installation ofoffice furniture

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Interested pre-qualification bidders must submit the fallowing documents.
Evidence ofincorporation or Business name registration
Registration with federal medical centre, Katsina
Company audited account for three years
Evidence o ftax clearance certificate forthree years
Evidence o ffinancial capability and Banking support
Experience/technical qualification and experience ofkey personnel
Similar projects executed and evidence ofknowledge ofthe industry
Equipment and technology capacity
Annual turnover
VAT Registration and evidence o fpast VAT remittances
Payment ofnon-refundable processing fee=N= 10,000.00 per lot
The pre* qualification document mustbe in sealed envelop and clearly marked

“PRE-QUALIFICATION OFTENDERS”

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF HEALTH

NATIONAL MALARIA CONTROL PROGRAMME

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS FORTHE
EXECUTION OF MOGs-DRG FUNDED PROCUREMENT OF LONG LASTING
INSECTICIDAL NETS IN RESPECT OF 2010 CAPITAL PROJECTS

* The Federal Repubfe of Nigeria through the Office of the Senior Special Assistant to the Presidenton Millennium
Development Goals Intends to provide funds for the Nations? Claris Centro* Programme to procure Long
Lasting JnseeUcidal Nets $ULINs) for States with identified net gaps,

* The National RSalariaControl Programme {N8&CPJNOW amtes Interested and reputable Contractors, Pharmaceutical
~ansffacterars and Suppliers with the t& immi expei‘fence and good track record for:

PRE-QUALIFICATION

LOT; long Lasthig Nets
PREQUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
1

1. EvidenceofCoutdbujory PensionSchessesdr Staft

IN  EvidencedfCsatctttRe trauon with NAFB&C

IV.  TkxOespaiKCCertificateforth?\m three p) years

V_* EvidenceofCarrctttQosx| M-SmifacUJrifjor with fy!} details: o fsrt-hotts*?quality c(mm& (Q C) facilities.
VI  Bvidesccthatthcp?ndm oibred isrecommendedunder the H kM Health OrgsnizatksnTfcsndde

m  BKaicd\EIR & don&sl radisaee
VIl EvidencenfExperiencewithsunijarjehsinthe lasrdimi $)
ofclk:oC(s}4'oasiaets»m{s) shodd be provided

DC  Statcmeru oltsstaiksl

X. Evidenceofmano&otfsngfkilMesand theirk&rukass

Xl. Evidenceoffeesdal capacity tohaodfe thejob and hsnk re&reisce
Evidenceofcurrentregistration with Kegolainry Authorityi.«the ofmaarafacfitre

AU mriv&entrefeAathamstfon for I>mrihyiorsfsoppiiers ofite?m hems. marketed

XIV  FurCignM um hcim m shanld provide &une«andaddressesaflacai Rchjescngjdves hi Nigeda

XV.  Cusnpattvprofile AridiXgMiiMWsii &l stfttc«ise w-sthnamesand eju"i&Cationte) o fh iy peracsincl

m Ntgeri*or othertropicaltm ttixm ¢

SUBMISSION OF PRE*OUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS
Thetm $ k» ptx-«$&Ujkxkm4 tm m m shwkihemtemd inm staledaadttotk-dmm wp
‘PRE-QUALIFICATIONDOCUMENTFORTHE SUPPLYOF LLINs” ~ wMrewrd to:

The National Coordinator
National Malaria Coatrol Programme
1st Floor Orji Uxor Kale House.

loadom»tr

The pre-qualification document shall be returned to Federal Medical Centre, Katsina
within three weeks of this publication. The documents will be opened on the same
day by 2.00pm at the Federal Medical Centre, Katsina premises.

NB: This is not an invitation to tender. Full tendering will be applied only to
companiesthat have been pre-qualified and found capable ofexecuting the projects.

Signed:
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

IstAvenae Shebu Sliagari Wav,
Central Area, Abuja

t

TH* complete mifeeTenderBoain the Room. National Malam Control
I*regramme,i” fkm Orji Uxor Rahi HouseJ* Avenue Shefea Shsgari Way, Central Area, Ahuj* at or before 12 ftxm .if
Alj«[IB10, of the submitted ~omnents A pba« UMmm, Ap$, 20iftintk pttme# veltefo
wlioch&mm mxM atthe oftfee himmAM M Caeta” Ahuja, haz willw *
teiavhedeoffct Hmmi
im revem tikedp? m2<*id? kaaoo fommmm,
]
Signed

National Coordinator
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Senator builds N50m health centre

THE Chairman, Senate Committee on Water, Sen. Bas-
sey Ewa-Henshaw, says he has spent about N50 million
to build a health centre in lkot Edem Udu in Akpabuyo
L.G.A ofthe state.

Ewa-Henshaw, who disclosed this in Calabar on Sat-
urday at an interactive session with newsmen, said the
project would be ready for inauguration next week.

The senator, representing Southern Senatorial Dis-
trict of Cross River, said he had set aside about N30.4

million to empower youths in the 76 wards of the sena-
torial district.

“We have tried to identify two people in each of the
76 wards who have genuine needs and desire to acquire
vocational skills such as tailoring, hair-dressing, weld-
ing, aqua culture among others.

“l try as much as possible to encourage anyone who
has ideas on how to set up something that he can do on
a sustainable basis,” he said.

Ewa-Henshaw said that the criteria for selection was
that the leaders in each ward would nominate” two peo-
ple who are not members ofthe executive and who have
genuine need to establish themselves.

He said the gesture was aimed at raising the standard
of living of his people, adding that plans were ongoing
to build five computer centres in Calabar South, Biase,
Bakassi and Akpabuyo Local Government areas of the
state. (NAN)

Institute says
too many
quacks in
architecture

MRS. Ramatu Aliyu, Chairman,
Nigeria Institute of Architects,
said on Tuesday in Abuja that
there were “too many quacks in
the architectural profession in
the Federal Capital Territory.”

Ramatu was speaking at the
quaterly general meeting of the
Institute in the FCT.

She described the situation
as 1'scandalous” and called on
members to fight the menace
and rid the profession of such
criminals.

She cautioned members of
the Institute against certifying
jobs performed by such quacks.

“We must all work toward
protecting the integrity ofarchi-
tecture in Nigeria,” he said.

We must
allw”k

A well designed bungalow nearing completion in Jam, Abuja

FCTAInaugurates technical c'tteeson mast erection

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE Abuja Metropolitan Management
Council (AMMC) has inaugurated a com-
mittee to look into the process of mast instal-
lation in the Federal Capital Territory. The
Committee whose memberships were drawn
from the Department of Development Con-
trol and Nigerian Communication Commis-
sion (NCC) was inaugurated by the Co-ordi-
nator, Prof. Sani Mashi.

A press statement signed by Development
Control Public Relations Officer, Mrs. Josie
Mudahsiru stated that Prof. Mashi said set-
ting up acommittee ofthis nature has become

necessary because ofthe advent of Global Sys-
tem of Mobile Telecommunications (GSM)
which has thrown up a lot of challenges for
the Council with the responsibility of grant-
ing approval for mast installation.

Prof. Mashi said that Nigerian Commu-
nication Commission and the Federal Capi-
tal Territory Administration are partners in
progress and as such should work together to
ensure that activities of telecommunication
operators can be controlled.

According to the Co-ordinator, 226 sites
were identified for installation of masts and
outofthe 226,186 have been committed into
use. Despite this large number, demands for

'Real estate did well in the last 50years

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

A renowned industrialist and Asoju Oba of
Lagos .Chief Molade Okoya-Thomas has
given a pass mark to real estate business in
the last 50years when Nigeria attained inde-
pendence.

He said the business has grown exponen-

tiallyand has continued to bring foodonthe
tables of Nigerians.

Hedisclosed this in Lagos at the 10th edi-
tion ofthe Home & Office Exhibition organ-
ized by the Alero Edu led Public Relations
Agency, PR distinction and NTA Proper-
ties Investment Company Ltd a subsidiary
ofNTA.

In his word, “the real estate business has
witnessed a boom in the last 50years, as
properties have sprung up in choice areas all
over Nigeria. And this in turn has created job
opportunities for different playerswe find in
the Home & Office Exhibition today such as
interior decorators, furniture makers, deal-
ers in house finishing materials, electronic

permits are still pouring in, “so the activities
ofthese people need to be properly coordi-
nated.”

The Chairman of the Committee, Engr.
Augustine Nwaulune said the Nigerian Tel-
ecommunication Operators had to provide
their own infrastructure as infrastructure
for telecom was not existing at the advent of
GSM.

Engr. Augustin said it wasnt the wish of
the operators to be operating the way they
are operating now as it is more expensive. He
urged the Team to be committed and to har-
ness the capabilities ofall the necessary agen-
cies in order to succeed.

dealers, mortgage institutions and so on”

He advocated increased governmentand
private sector partnership in order to grow
the sector to an enviable proportion.

According to him, the exhibition is a
forum that would encourage private sector
to continue to have sense ofbelonging in the
Nigeria's economic environment.
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Nasarawa quber: I'm relying on PDP

guidelines, not endorsements - Al-Makura

Few days after traditional rulers in Nasarawa State endorsed Governor Aliyu Akwe Doma for second term in controversial cir-
cumstances, a business mogul and party chieftain, Alhaji Umaru Tanko Al-Makura joined the race for Nasarawa State Government
House. Inthis interview, he says he is relying on the yet to be released PDP guidelines for 2011, and not the endorsement of anyone.

Excerpts:

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

Sir, what motivated you to
run for the governorship seat of
Nasarawa State?

I am motivated by the desire
to touch the lives of the people of
Nasarawa State. | want to build on
a foundation or improve on the
foundation already laid to improve
on the living condition and the
social well being of my people.

When one looks at Nasarawa
in comparison to other states, it
stares you in the face that the state
is lagging behind. But this is not
as a result of lack of funds and the
human capital that could turn the
state around. One fails to under-
stand the slow pace of develop-
ment in a state. If you compare
Nasarawa to states like Ekiti, Zan-
fara, Ebonyi, Gombe and Bayelsa
which were created on the same
day, you will shed tears at the dis-
parity in terms of physical devel-
opment, human development and
the benefits of democracy.

Why did you choose to come
out this time when Governor
Aliyu Akwe Doma, from the
same zone with you, is seeking a
second term in office?

Political aspiration or compe-
tition for public office should not
be seen as enmity or antagonism.
It should not be seen to breed bad
blood. We are in a democracy and
people including me, have the fun-
damental rights to determine what
they can do within the ambits of
the law. To start with, the incum-
bent governor is someone | hold
in high esteem. | respect him so
much because he happens to be
one ofour elders; he happens to be
one time deputy governor of the
old Plateau State who is supposed
to enjoy the respect ofall by virtue
of his age and experience in pub-
lic life. But it stops at that. When it
comes to the issue of service deliv-
ery; the issue of performance and
handling the delicate situation of
enhancing the peoples living con-
dition, there is no hard and fast
rule for second term.

In fact second term is notjustifiable
ifthe firstterm isanything but impres-
sive. Yes the constitution provides for
second term but it is not justifiable in
certain circumstances, so as long as
the constitution gives everybody the
privilege to contest, the sentiment of
coming from the same zone, or the
same party does not even arise. What
is important is for the incumbent to
justify his quest for second term. I am
not trying to make negative comment
here. | am a decent politician. But if
like | said earlier, we compare what is
happening in our state and other states,
and if it is this pace that we will con-
tinue into the second term, | am ofthe
opinion that the second term may not
be anything to write home about, and
the earlier one comes out to aspire, to
challenge, to compete with the bid for
second term, the better the hope ofthe
people for a god future.

You joined the race barely a few
days after emirs and chiefs of your
zone passed a controversial decla-
ration announcing that “there is no
vacancy in Government House” in
2011. Don’tyou think ofthe implica-
tion thatyour emir, Alhaji Mustahpa
Agwai (of Lafia) who signed acom-
munique to that effect might think
you have no respect for his wishes?

In the first place, the Emir of Lafia
is a well respected person not only in
Lafia, but beyond the borders of this
state. Besides that, | am magnani-
mously endowed or favoured by the
emir for the appointment of a very
important and vital traditional title
of Lafia - and that is Sarkin Dawaki
Mai Tutan Lafia. So for you to ask me
a question with regard to probing into
certain decisions he has taken; | think
itis not fair. However, | will venture to
give a little light to this. As far as | am
concerned, my coming out to aspire
even after the stakeholders’ decision
contained in that communique should
not be seen or misconstrued as stand-
ing against the wish of the emir. This
office | am aspiring for is public office,
and as such, it is the prerogative of not
only the proactive politicians, but the
entire population. And like you know,
the stakeholders’ communique, even
though it is from my zone, cannot be

ALHAJI Umaru Tanko Al-Makura

substituted with the preponderance
ofwishes ofthe entire electorate of
Nasarawa.

I don't begrudge that endorse-
ment, | don't begrudge that support
for the governor. Any group can
come up to say it wants to endorse
Tanko Al-Makura for governor of
Nasarawa State.

I will also expect anybody with

democratic instinct and propen-
sity, to consider that as normal
in a democracy. There is no bad
blood. Itis not like I am blocking
the emirs wish but | am trying to
show my love for the emir and for
Nasarawa State by my desire to
bring a change to the snail-speed
development taking place in the
state.

PDP shocked by death of two Gombe Senators

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) has described
the death ofSenator Tawar
Umbi Wada and Senator
Kawu Peto Dukku, both
from Gombe State as sad.

PDP National Public-
ity Secretary Prof. Rufai

Ahmed Alkali expressed
shock over the death of
the two politicians at what
he described as this criti-
cal period in the nation’
history’

Alkali  said: “The
National Chairman ofthe
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) Prince Vincent

Ogbulafor has received
with shock the sad news
ofthe sudden death oftwo
distinguished  Senators
from Gombe State, Sena-
tors Tawar Umbi Wada
and Kawu Peto Dukku.
“The demise of these
two gentlemen and patri-
ots, coming at the peak of

their great service to our
dear fatherland is indeed
saddening.
“Onbehalfofthe entire
members of the Natonal
Working Committee
(NWC), Prince Ogbula-
for wishes to extend our
heartfelt condolence to
the President of the Sen-

ate, all Senators, His Excel-
lency Governor Danjuma
Goje, the government and
people of Gombe State
and all the families of
the deceased over these
painful losses. May the
Almighty God grant their
souls eternal rest (Amen),”
he added.

Shekarau urges
ANPP supporters
to remain
steadfast

GOVERNOR Ibrahim
Shekarau of Kano State has
advised supporters of the
ANPP in Benue to remain
committed to the party to
ensure its success in next
years general election.

Shekarau made the
appeal on Saturday in
Makurdi, while address-
ing ANPP members in the
state.

He said he was in Benue
to attend a marriage cere-
mony and felt that it would
be inappropriate to ''just
sneak in and sneak out of
the State”

He commended ANPP
supporters in the State for
their perseverance in spite
ofwhat he called ' the plot
by the powers-that-be to
liquidate the party”.

"1 am proud of your
commitment to the party;
the contributions you have
made for the sustenance of
the party is known by all of
us and at the appropriate
time, you will hear from
us,” he said.

Shekarau advised the
party membersnotto allow
the decision ofa few mem-
bers of the party to leave
the party, to dampen their
spirit and that they should
continue to work to sustain
the party.

"So, those who have
given up the fight, we wish
them luck because there is
honourinbeing principled,
there is honour in being
committed to a cause,” he
said.

Shekarau made refer-
ence to late Malam Aminu
Kano, who he said lived an
honourable life and earned
honour “even in death.”

''We have seen in this
country those who occu-
pied exalted offices but can
hardly ~show their faces in
their villages after leaving
office,” he said.

The governor assured
the party supporters of a
bright future for the party,
adding ' ANPP is still
much around and very
much on ground”.

He said the party was
there before others joined
and would continue to
remain.

Also speaking, Prof.
Daniel Saror, former ANPP
Senator and the partysgov-
ernorship candidate in the
April 14,2007 general elec-
tions, said the party was
prepared to field candidates
in all the posts in nextyears
elections.

The duo later held a
closed doors session with
other caucus members of
the party in the state m
attendance. (NAN)
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Zamfara PDP crisis deepens

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna &
Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

THE leadership crisis in Zamfara
State chapter ofthe Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) deepened at
the weekend as a group loyal to
executive committee which was
dissolved last year accused Dep-
uty National Chairman of the
Party Dr. Bello Haliru of fuelling
the crisis.

The group said it still recog-
nises Alhaji Namadi Ango as the
state chairman ofthe PDP even as
some members of the old’ PDP
have warned Ango to stop parad-
ing himself as the state chairman
ofthe party.

After a meeting in Kaduna
yesterday, the group loyal to
Ango urged the national leader-
ship ofthe PDP to call Dr. Haliru
to order.

According to a communique
signed by Alhaji Ahmed Sulei-
man Leda and Alhaji Abdullahi
Mohammed, the aggrieved party
men also resolved to set up a 12
man working committee to liaise
with the national secretariat for a
possible resolution ofthe crisis.

They resolved that all elec-
tive positions, including the
governorship should be open to
all eligible members of the party
in the 2011 elections. The group
also said it is determined to can-
vass that 60 percent of elective
positions should be left to mem-

bers who had spent five years in
the party.

A vote of confidence was also
passed on Alhaji Namadi Ango,
the Zamfara State chairman of
PDP for his patience and diligent
handling ofthe party’ affairs.

When contacted, Dr. Muham-
mad said it will be sub judice for
him to give any comment because
the matter ofthe Zamfara PDP is
before the court. Party members
loyal to Alhaji Ango had earlier
sued the national leadership ofthe
party forauthorising the disoolu-
tion of the state exco after the
defection of Governor Mamuda
Aliyu Shinkafi from the ANPP to
the PDP.

Meanwhile members of the
old PDP’ have warned Alhaji
Namadi Ango to stop parading
himself as the state chairman of
the party or face appropriate dis-
ciplinary action.

A communique signed by
three party elders Colonel Bala
Mande, Ambassador Adamu
Umar and Siddi Dakitakwas after
a meeting in Gusau at the week-
end, said the Kaduna meeting
called by Ango is aimed at divid-
ing the party.

The communique  said
Ango'sactions were in complete
disrespect to the party's con-
stitution, and an affront to the
legally established leadership at
the national level. The commu-
nique read in part: “His actions

are also subversive and aimed
atundermining the duly consti-
tuted authority ofthe party in the
state, thereby bringing the party
into disrepute”.

According to the communi-
que, Namadi Ango isacting alone
and on his own; he is not associ-
ated with any leader ofthe party at
the state and national levels. The
elders called on him to immedi-
ately desist from what they called
his ‘misadventures’ and that if he
refuses to do so, the state execu-
tive committee would investigate
his antiparty activities and take
appropriate disciplinary action
against him.

The party elders further
explained that Ango's claim to the
party’s chairmanship in the state
is in defiance of the resolution of
the National Executive Commit-
tee which dissolved the state, local
governments and ward excos on
January 8th, 2009 in the presence
of President Umar Yar'adua, the
then Vice President Goodluck
Jonathan and other national and
zonal leaders of the party when
Governor Shinkafi decamped to
PDP in Gusau.

The elders said following the
dissolution ofthe party structures
in the state, PDP national head-
quarters approved the conduct of
another election on September
26th to 30th, which sawthe emer-
gence of Alhahi Ibrahim Mallaha
as the state chairman.
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PDP will capture Kebbi again in 2011, Ogbulafor says

By Muideen Olaniyi

NATIONAL Chairman of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor has
expressed confidence that the PDP
will capture’ Kebbi State in next
years general election.

Last year, Ogbulafor had vowed
that PDP will capture Lagos and
Kano, two states controlled by the
Action Congress (AC) and All
Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP)
respectively.

Youths warn
Ogbulafor

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

SOME group of youths from
Northern Nigeria have said that
plan to remove Prince Vincent
Ogbulafor as the National Chair-
man of Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) is aimed at replacing him
with a northerner so that Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan can
contest the 2011 election.

The PDP Youth Political
Forum in conjunction with PDP
Women Vanguard at the end of
their meeting in Kano warned
against any attempt to remove

Ogbulafor was speaking over
the weekend when a delegation of
Kebbi State chapter of PDP led by
a former governor of the state and
immediate past Minister ofthe Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT) Alhaji
Adamu Aliero paid him a solidar-
ity visit.

The PDP National Chairman,
who said the crisis rocking the
Kebbi State chapter of the party
would be resolved when the state
governor returns from foreign trip
this week, said the state will remain

Ogbulafor.

“We wish to express our
total support for the Ogbulafor-
led PDP exco. We support the
manner they have been running
the affairs of the party. Any
attempt to replace Ogbulafor
with a northerner to pave way
for Acting President Goodluck
Jonathan to contest in 2011
will not be in the interest of
the party,” Comrade Abdullahi
Romeo and Faiza Aliyu Ringim
said in a statement issued at the
end ofthe meeting.

The group urged all PDP

under the control ofthe PDP.
Ogbulafor also said that follow-
ing the death ofthe Kebbi State PDP
Chairman Barr. Kassim Baura in
November 2009, the Deputy Chair-
man Alhaji Suleiman Nasiha is the
right person to take charge of the
affairs ofthe party in acting capac-
ity until anew Chairman is elected.
Ogbulafor pleaded with PDP
members in the state to embrace
peace, keep faith in the effort of
the National Working Commit-
tee (NWC) to reconcile them and

against plan to remove

stakeholders to ensure that
Ogbulafor is allowed to serve
out his time, adding that any
plot to sacrifice him to achieve
whatever objective is capable of
dividing the ruling party ahead
of the 2011 election.

Jonathan, who became Act-
ing President due to President
Umaru Musa Yaradua’ illness
is said to be warming up for the
presidency in 2011 under the
umbrella of PDP even though
the party said recently that the
presidency will be retained in
the north until 2015.

cooperate with the governor as
well as the Acting PDP Chairman
for God’s sake.

He said: “l want to assure you
that your governor is cooperating
with NWC ofour party. | also want
to assure you that the immediate
past governor and the immediate
past FCT Minister hasbeen in close
touch with this party as well.

“l understand that your gover-
norisnotinthe country, in the next
one week when he returns, your
problems will be totally resolved,”

he added.

Earlier, the leader ofthe delega-
tion Alhaji Aliero told the partys
leadership that the Kebbi State
PDP would continue to abide by the
decision ofthe NWC, pointing out
thattheybelieved in the supremacy
ofthe party.

Aliero, who said the interven-
tion ofthe NWC in his home state
has helped to maintain peace in the
party, gave assurance that the state
PDP would continue to support
Ogbulafor-led leadership.

Ex-lawmaker denies quitting ANPP

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

FORMER member House of
Representative Alhaji Barau Jibril
yesterday denied decamping from
the All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP) to the newly registered
Congress for Progressive Change
(CPC).

The ex-lawmaker who rep-
resented Tarauni Local Govern-
ment in Kano State at the Fed-
eral legislature from 1999-2007
was recently said to have joined
CPC.

Alhaji Barau who spoke
through a close associate, Alhaji
Bala Abdu, said the allegation
might have been sponsored by
some politicians who want to

destroy his political carrier, saying
that Jibril would not leave ANPP
and he will contest for the Senato-
rial seat of Kano North.

Bala noted that though the
CPC has one of the most trusted
Nigerians, General Muhammad
Buhari, the party is populated
with former elected officials who
failed to provide effective leader-
ship while in office.

He said some disgruntled
people in CPC wouldnt allow
the party to make any positive
impact in Kano politics as well
as the entire nation. He said CPC
would soon face leadership crisis
between the Buhari Organisation
(TBO) and those currently pilot-
ing the affairs ofthe party.
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How to beat
Argentina, by
Lagerback

SUPER Eagles technical adviser
Lars Lagerback has been speak-
ing about his World Cup history
with Argentina.

WTiile managing his native
Sweden in 2002. Lagerback pro-
gressed from the group stage at
the expense of Marcelo Bielsa’s
Argentina team.

Despite  Argentinas rocky
road to South Africa there are
few teams at the World Cup
which would have been happy to
face them so early on. However,
Lagerback feels confident leading
his Nigeria team in the Group B
contest.

“Every day people ask me about
Argentina and the good players
they have. It is a question worth
asking but we dont have to be
afraid. | know hpw to stop Argen-
tina and 1 will be passing on this
message to my players.”

Lagerback was keen to focus on
his own group of players rather
than the opposition.

“We must believe in our own
players and give them the push
they need to do well.”

Lagerback, one oftwo Swedes
who will be managing an African

6 i We will not
out to attack

nation at the World Cup, is look-
ing to adapt the Nigerians to his
tried and tested method ofplay-
ing

“We will not be going all out to
attack Argentina. We will look to
keep a clean sheet, frustrate them
and then beat them.”

The head coach’ confidence
is also echoed by Peterside Idah,
former Nigeria goalkeeper and
now respected pundit.

“Argentina has good forwards
buttheyTe not so good in defence.
Ifwe put pressure on them then

we can score many goals.”

Y

LARS Lagerback

1 SUPER Eagles assistant captain
| Joseph Yobo has said the team is
1lacking in world-class talent as
they head towards the 2010 FIFA
World Cup.
The Everton centre-back says
| the side are going through a
transition period, with younger
» players being blooded into the
| side, and he admits they have not

1reached the heights fans would gg

expect.

After being asked why no Nige-
rian players had been in conten-
tion for the recent African Foot-
baller of the Year award that was
won by Didier Drogba of Cote
d’lvoire, Yobo was cutting in his

: assessment.
“It is a transition, you know?”
Phe told Hi magazine. “l think
that the players we have now, to
be realistic, are not meeting up to
standard. I think to win that award
you have to be a key player either a
top striker or a midfielder.”

The 29-year-old, who will be a
key man for the Super Eagles iffit
in South Africa, has also praised
the view of new Nigeria coach
Lars Lagerback that no player is
guaranteed a place in the coun-
trys squad for the World Cup.

Yobo feels the comment from
the Swede mightwellbe a spur for
those players who may have been
coasting ahead ofthe tournament.

“l think there is going to be a
good response. It gives everybody
the opportunity to prove himself,
those that are not playing work
hard, and it is also a good chal-
lenge for the players - as they now
need to get used to one another,”
Yobo said.

SPORT

Nigeria's
lkeke
retains title
Page 52

SUPER Eagles assistant captain
Joseph Yobo believe that the team
is lacking in world-class talent as
they head towards the World Cup.
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Nigeria's lkeke
outpoints Marks
to retain title

KINGSLEY lkeke successfully
defended his North American
Boxing Association super mid-
dleweight title Saturday night,
overcoming a sluggish start to

£ £ In fact, when-
ever Marks would
seem to be tiring
in the later rounds,
taking punches
on the ropes from
Ikeke, he would
work out ofit, find
aburstofenergy
and go back on
the attack, such as
the momentin the
seventh round

outpoint Zane Marks in a split
decision.

Two judges scored the fight
97-93 for Ikeke, while the other
had ita 95-95 draw.

Ikeke, who won the NABAs
168-pound title with a split deci-
sion over Mark Woolnough in
August in the same ring at the
Emerald Queen Casino, won his
fourth straight fight to improve
to 27-3-0.

“Itwas agood fight, but I didnt
think itwould (go all 10 rounds),”
said Ikeke, a Nigerian who lives
in Los Angeles. “I didn’t know he
was left-handed.”

Marks (17-5) came out the
aggressor, immediately getting
Ikeke onto the ropes and com-
manding the first round. Marks
maintained his edge in the sec-
ond before Ikeke seemed to find a
groove and take the lead in attack-
ing through the fourth, fifth and
sixth.

“l was ready for that,” lkeke
said of Marks’ early aggressive-

ness.

Marks was back in the ring for
the first time in three years after
dealing with what he said were
personal issues.

“| feltgreat in the early rounds,
but then my legs felt tired in the
later rounds,” Marks said.

Marks, from Scotland, stum-
bled once in the sixth round, but
stayed up and came out swinging
again before lkeke slowed him
down again with a right jab and
a left uppercut.

In fact, whenever Marks would
seem to be tiring in the later
rounds, taking punches on the
ropes from lkeke, he would work
out of it, find a burst of energy
and go back on the attack, such as
the moment in the seventh round
when he landed a hard right hook
to Ikekeshead and got him cover-
ing up on the ropes.

“l was keeping busy, and he
was just playing,” Ikeke said. “I
had the fight in control by the
seventh round.”
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SABON GARIDUTSE RESIDENTS DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

This is to inform the general public that the above named Association has applied tothe |
Corporate Affairs Commission for registration unde? part ¢ of the companies and allied |

1 mattersactNo. 10f1990

Trustees

1 DenGoji Adamu President
2. Ugbe-AgoromAnastasia Secretary
3. MosesEloji Member
4. Isaac Toba Member
5. AbakaMicheai Member
6. Okodualulius Member \
7. MosesApeh Member [
8. JohnOgboie Member \
9. AbdullahiGusuwah Member
10.  OgbajeYakubu Member

1 Aims&Obijectives

Tocater forthe welfareof members

Tofostef unityamongstmembers
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General, Corporate 1
Affairs Commission, Plot420, Tigris Cresent, OffAguiyi Ironsi Street, Abujawithin 28dayscf 1
this publication.

Signed,
Eseigbe & Eseigbe & Co.
08077450004,08038480088

Auction! Auction!! Auction!!!

This isto inform the general public that there will be public Auction Sales of
Vehicles forfeited to the Federal Government of Nigeria.
The Vehicles include

IVECO TRUCK
DAF TRUCK

MAN TRUCK
BADGES
COTONOU BOATS

apwDN R

And a lot of others.

Venue: Warn - Delta State. Yanagoa- Sayelsa State., Portharcourt- Rivers
State.

Date: T April, 2010

Time: 10:00 a.m.

Signed on behalf of all the appointed Auctioneers.
King Alfred Diette Spiff (OFR) 08033099228
Alh. Bashiru Musa Sati LLB (Hons) 08037924884

The general public is hereby notified that the above named organization has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under
Part”C"ofthe Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990 (as amended) Cap 20
LFN2004.

The trusteesare;

1. Arch. Phillip Ephraim

2. Mr. Samson Phillip Adamu

3. Mrs. jummaiAyedimeOkoriko
4. Barr. Ezra Yakusak

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3. Toempower widows, andthe less priviledge through skill acquisition.
4. Tohelp them fulfilland achieve their purpose and destinyin life.

Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar
-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Cresent, Off Aguiyi
Ironsi Street, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

Signed
Barr. Ezra Yakusak
Solicitor

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the
original C OF 0 belonging to one AIHAJI
IBRAHIM AHMED of KOFAR DUM1 KIRFI
CLOSE, New G.R.A Bauchi is missing issued by
ministry of land & survery bauchi NO.BA/556,
Any efforts made to trace the said Cof0 proved

abortive

| formerly MISS NDUKWE JOHN OGADIMMA now to be MRS
DIKACHI-IGBOKWE JENNIFER OGADIMMA DIVINA (NEE NDUKWE
JOHN). All former documents remain valid , general public take note.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known and called GBADAMOSI BISOLA BOLANIE
henceforth wish to be known and called MRS. AKINWUMI BISOLA
80LANLE. General publictake note.

I, formerly called MISS CHIOMA OKEKE which to be addressed as
MRS CHIOMA A. ONWUGBALU. All former documents remains
valid.

I, formerly known and addressed as MISS TALATU MAMMAN wish
to be known and addressed as MRS TALATU M. SADOH. All former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

I. formerly known as IJEOMA UNDAIHEANACHO now to be known
as MRS. IJEOMA LINDA OBAYI as a result of marriage. Former
documents remain valid. Immigration and general public note.

I formerly known as MISS EZEORA CEUNA CHINEDU now wish to be
called MRS. EZIKE CEUNA CHINEDU. All former documents remain
valid. NYSCand general public take note.

I, formerly ABDULSALAM IDRIS, Now wish to be called as

MOHAMMED BABANGIDA IDRIS, All former documents remain
valid, general public should take note

|, formerly called MARYAM ISMA'IL USMAN now wish to be
addressed as MRS MARYAM ISMA’IL USMAN. All former
documents remain valid, general publicto note.

I, formerly known and address as JUMMAI MUSA AGAJI, now wish
to be known and addressed as MRS JUMMAI ABUBAKAR BOBBO
All former documents remain valid . Borno State Ministry of
Education , Teaching Service Board and general public should take
note. . ,

| formerly MISS SHERIFAT AUDU now to be M%SHERIFAT
KAMALDEEN. All former documents remain valid . N.Y.S.C and
general public take note.
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Borno FA boss blames
NFF for CHAN ouster

By Orkula Shaagee

BORNO State Football Associa-
tion Chairman, Babagana Kalli
yesterday blamed the Nigeria
Football Federation for Eagles
Team Bouster in the qualifiers for
the African Nations Champion-
ship (CHAN).

He noted that the Federation
would have allowed the coaches
to go round the country and pick-
players for the team, rather than
the approach adopted by the NFF,
by asking clubs to nominate play-
ers.

“The whole thing started with

the clamour by Nigerians for some
players to be used for the compe-
tition; but unfortunate the proce-
dure used for the selection of the
players was faulty from the onset.

“Rather than the coach going
round the premier league clubs
to select his players the NFF gave
directives to clubs to nominate
their best players for the national
team. Most clubs ended up send-
ing their best strikers which left
the teams with no midfield and
defence.

“This actually was the genesis
of the poor and uncoordinated
performance of the team against

Niger Republic,” he noted.

According to him, if the
coaches had been given the oppor-
tunity to go round for the team
selection the performance of the
team will have been better.

“The defeat doesnt mean that
we dont have good players in the
national league, but it ismainly due
to the problem ofpoor selection of
players.

“The way forward is for the
NFF to allow the coach go round
and do his own selection for play-
ers in different departments ofthe
game in future,” he said.

Consequently, Kalli urged the

NFF to give free hand to members
of the Eagles Team B technical
crew if they expect any positive
result from the team.

An assemblage of local players
drawn from clubs in the Nigeria
Premier League two weeks ago
lostthe slot to the African Nations
Championship to Niger Republic
after a 2-0 defeat in Niamey and a
scoreless draw in Kano.

He blamed the lost to poor
selection by the coaching crew led
by Daniel Amokachi.

“The coach must have a free
hand to selectand groom his team
well ahead oftime,” Kalli stated.

AJC: Madueke, seven others make second round

EIGHT Nigerian players qualified
into the second round ofthe Afri-
can Junior Championship (AJC)
which got underway yesterday at
the National Stadium in Abuja.
The line-up of six boys and
two girls see offtheir first round
opponents in the singles events
with Nonso Madueke topping

the cards.

The 1,056-ranked wildcard
entrant qualified alongside three
other boys in the U-16 category,
namely Christopher Edward,
Samuel Omoile and Umaru
Balami.

Mohammed Mohammed and
Emmanuel lIdoko also qualified

for the second round of the U-14
category.

Similarly, Jennifer Ifediagwu
and Sarah Adegoke buried the
disappointment of the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF)
Junior Circuit Warm Up event
by scraping through to the next
round in the girls U-16 event!

sixboys and two
girls see offtheir
first round
opponents

Boxing
technical
chiefto

train coaches

THE newly appointed Techni-
cal Adviser ofthe Nigeria Boxing
Federation (NBF) Idika Nsofor,
said he would use his experience
to ensure the standard ofamateur
boxing improved in the country.

Speaking with the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Lagos on Saturday, Nsofor said his
workwould notbe confinedtothe
boxers alone as he hoped to train
coaches as well.

He said his observation of
Nigerian boxers revealed that
they were technically deficient in
several areas, which he hoped to
correct.

" | saw the skill in our young
boxersbuttheyneededtobetech-
nically balanced so that they can
have solid foundation. Otherareas
needed to be polished as well.

Nsofor said he had been in
discussionwith the Director Gen-
eral ofthe National Sports Com-
mission (NSC) for the past two
years and was asked to draw up
aprogramme for the boxers and
coaches before hisemployment

"'My work will not-only be
with the boxers but the technical
crew will also benefit from my
experience because | dont want
anyareato leftout,” he said.

He said hewould organise reg-
ular coaching clinics for the tech-
nical officials, who would use the
skillacquiredto train their fighters
adequately.

Kaffo, NTTF
plan coaching
course

A Level One course for table
tennis coaches opens next
week in Lagos, former African
female singles champion, Bose
Kaffo, said.

Kaffo said that the course
billed to hold at the National
Institute for Sports (NISports)
from April 7 to April 10, was
open to clubs and state table
tennis associations’ coaches:

She said the course would
be held in conjunction with the
Nigeria Table Tennis Federa-
tion (NTTF).

The former champion said
the International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) would pro-
vide the resource persons asthe
course was aimed at updating
the knowledge ofparticipants.

She said the course would
be practical, adding that par-
ticipants would be examined at
the end ofthe training.

Kaffo, who initiated the
programme, said it was one of
her contributions to the devel-
opment of table tennis irfthe
country.

She said she wasdetermined
to contribute positively to the
game as she believed that there
were table tennis talents wait-
ing to be discovered for further
grooming.
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Wolfsburg wallop Hoffenheim

GERMAN champions Wolfsburg
rekindled their hopes of Euro-
pean football next season with a
4-0 home win against Hoffenheim
yesterday.

Super Eagles striker Chinedu
Obasi, who came on is a second
half substitute foiled to make any
impact in the game, while his com-
patriot, Obafemi Martins saw the
entire match from the dugout

Bosnian striker Edin Dzeko
scored a double which put him
joint top ofthe Bundesliga scorers
listas his team sitninth in the table,
16 points behind leaders Bayern
Munich with fivegames remaining.

Dzeko opened after 25 minutes,
before Italian World Cup winner
Andrea Barzagli claimed the hosts’
second six minutes into the sec-
ond halfwith Bosnian midfielder
Zvjezdan Misimovic netting the
third on 74.

Dzeko put the game beyond
doubt with his second a minute
later as his 18th Bundesliga goal of
the season put him joint top with
Schalke’ Kevin Kuranyi and Bayer
Leverkusen’ Stefan Kiessling.

Wolfsburg, who have won six
oftheir past seven Bundesliga ties,
could still qualify for the Europa
League, as they trail just five points
offdie fifth spot in the league.

They are still in the running
in this season’s Europa League as
they host English side Fulham in
the quarter-finals with a 2-1 deficit
this week

Hoffenheim, meanwhile, suf-
feredtheir fifth defeat since January
leavingthem rootedin 11th with 34
points, astheir coach RalfRangnick
battles to save hisjob.

In Sunday s late game, Hamburg
could onlymusteragoallessdraw at
home against second-from-bottom
Hanover, asthey remain sixthin the
table with just 14 points since the
return from the winter break

Bayern Munich strengthened
their title credentials on Saturday
with a crucial 2-1 win at Bundes-
liga rivals Schalke as the Bavarians
opened up aone-point lead.

After their Champions League
quarter-final comeback against
Manchester United in midweek
Bayern proved their staying power
as they scored twice in as many
minutes midway through the first
halfto stun their rivals, who last
won the title in 1958.

Bayern now have 59 points from
their 29 games to 58 for Schalke.

HANNOVER 96's goalkeeper Florian Fromlowitz saves a ball next to Hamburg SV's Ruud van
Nistelrooy, right, during their German Bundesliga match in Hamburg, yesterday.

Frenchman Franck Ribery net-
ted his fourth goal ofthe season as
Bayernwon atthe Veltins Arena for
the second time in ten days, add-
ing to their German Cup success,
to shrug offrecent league losses to
Frankfurtand Stuttgart

Bayern coach Louis van Gaal
was delighted after Thomas Muel-
lers goal, just 70 seconds after Rib-
erysopener, proved enough for full
points with Kuranyi’ header scant
consolation for Schalke.

“We are leaders and still in
three competitions - even down to
ten men (Bayern had Hamit Altin-
top send off) 1 was notworried as
I knew Schalke would struggle to

produce,” insisted the Dutchman.

Ribery, starting a league match
for the first time since February
28 after an injury-plagued season,
snaffled the opener with a right-
foot shot .after good work from
Bastian Schweinsteiger.

Mueller made it 2-0 after home
defender Rafinha could only clear
as far as Altintop, who fed Mueller
foraneat finish.

Schalke coach Felix Magath,
who led Bayern to two domestic
doubles before his 2007 sacking,
was unable to conjure a recovery
though Germany international
Kuranyidid reducethe arrearswith
his 18th goal ofthe season.

Magath is hoping to win the
title with a third different club
having shocked Bayern - and the
rest of the country - by leading
unfashionable Wolfsburg to the
crown last season.

Titleaspirants Bayer Leverkusen
went down 3-2 at Eintracht Frank-
furt despite a brace for Kiessling.

Elsewhere, Dortmund took
advantage of Leverkusen’s fourth
loss in a month to close the gap on
third place - worth a Champions
League qualifying round slot - to
a point with a 2-1 win over Wer-
der Bremen while Stuttgartare up
to seventh aftera 2-1 success over
Borussia Moenchengladbach.

Hopkins beats Jones to scratch 17-year itch

BERNARD Hopkins won a
unanimous decision against fel-
low American Roy Jones Jr. in
tough fight on Saturday night,
finally avenging a 1993 defeat in
a long-delayed re-match.

There were no knockdowns
in a bout that was characterised
by caution but punctuated by
stoppages for accidental fouls
and a near-riot in the ring at the
end ofthe sixth round.

“It was kind of rough,” said
45-yeai-cM  Womans, Who

improved his record to 51-5-1.
“Roy%saveteran. Hewastying

me up. | was tyinghim up. Itwas a
good fight”

Jones, 54-7, frequently frus-
trated Hopkins with his effective
defense but the 41-year-old rarely
showed enough offense to win any
ofthe rounds.

The pattern ofeach round was
similar with each man feinting,
Hopkins attempting to bull Jones
to'the ropes behind ajab and right
hand and Jones looking to tie up
or counter with short uppercuts
made.

“lwastryingto smotherhim, so
he couldntcounter me. Hesstillgot

speed,” said Hopkins.
The fightbrieflyerupted into life
atthe end ofthe sixth round.
Jonesspunoutofaclinchinthe
comerand landed ashortpunchto
the back ofHopkins’head. Hopkins
dropped to his knees and took sev-
eral minutes to return to his feet
When the round resumed,
Hopkins attacked Jones yvitha furi-
ous flurry and the two men contin-
ued to exchange punchesas the bell
rang.
\So\h coTtxei Veams atA security
officialsenteredthe ring to separate
the fighters and restore order.

Hopkins went down on two
other occasions, from another
rabbit punch and a low blow,
while an accidental head butt
in the eleventh round opened a
gash on Jones’ left eyelid.

The two men first met in the
ring when they contested the
vacant IBF middleweight title
at RFK Stadium in Washington,
D.C.,in May 1993.

Joneswon aunanimous deci-
sion and then went on to add
\a8ies at

light-heavyweight and heavy-
weight

—
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‘Tiger
faces testing
week’

TIGER Woodss renowned focus
willbe putto itsgreatesttestsince the
death ofhis father when he returns
to golfat next weeks US. Masters,
according to Vijay Singhs former
mental coach.

DrJoe Parent who helped Fijian
Singh become world number one
in 2004, believes Woods is capable
of winning a fifth Green Jacket at
Augusta National despite his stun-
ningM from grace sincethe end af*
lastyear.

“Ilger wouldnt have signed up
to play in the Masters if he didn*
think he was capable of winning,”
Parenttold Reuters.

“The only comparabk thing we
have isthe trauma he went through
when his father Earl died in 2006
and the firsttournament he played
in after that was the U.S. Open at
Winged Foot”

Woods missedthe cutatWinged
Foot the first time he had foiledto
qualify for the weekend at a major
championship since he turned pro-
fessional a decade earlier.

“Now Winged Foot is a for less
hospitable golfcourse for a slightly
wayward driver of the ball than
Augusta, so to compare the two is
a little bit like apples and oranges,”
added Parent

“But Tiger was still suffering
psychologically at that time and he
may have thought he was readyand
hewasnt That may be the case here
at the Masters, that he thinks he is
readybutnotquite. Wewill find out*

Woods, a 14-times majorcham-
pion who is believed to be the
wealthiest sports personality in the
world, has not played competitive
golfsince his private life spectacu-
larlyunravelledatthe end oflastyear

The 34-year-old American took
an indefinite break from the game

N W oods
missed
the cut at

to try to repair his marriage amid
tawdry revelations about his extra-
marital affairs before announcing
last month he would return at the
Masters.

Thegreatestchallengeat Augusta
has always been presented by its
heavily contoured and slick greens,
and for Parentthiswill be the critical
areaforworld number one Woods.

“Wherethe pressure and mental
gameaspect showsup isaroundand
on the greens,” he said.

“Ifyou arent completely focused
and completely committed to those
shotsitcan bealong, longday. Thats
somethingthatnobody can predict:
how ready he is as far as his intensi-
tyoffocus.

“Its all about Where his mind is
and howmuch he can leteverything
thats offthe golfcourse stay offthe
‘gattcourse,-and woV ew eciwrAet V\\e

Bickerings of hope and fear that
many of his colleagues are used to
i b\AY\e\Wasrixexperienced *cefoveT



DAILY TRUST

Monday, April 5,2010

SPORT

Vidic: United can't afford to
on Chelsea defeat

dwell

NEMANJA Vidic admits Man-
chester United cannot afford to
dwell on their potentially devas-
tating defeat against title rivals
Chelsea.

Alex Ferguson’s team ended
a dismal week with a lacklustre
2-1 loss to Chelsea at Old Traf-
ford which left them two points
behind the Blues with only five
matches to play.

Conceding the title advantage
to their closest rivals was the final
indignity for United four days
after a 2-1 Champions League

88 Rooney
could be back
in action by the
derby against
Manchester
city m sm

quarter-final first leg defeat at
Bayern Munich.

That last minute loss in Ger-
many was made even more pain-
ful by the ankle ligament injury

the United star out for another
two weeks.

With Rooney still sidelined,
Bayern will fancy their chances of
knocking out United in the sec-
ond leg on Wednesday and Ser-
bian defender Vidic knows his
team-mates must get the Chelsea
result out of their minds quickly
ifthey are to avoid a surprise exit.

“We were down after the Bay-
ern game but we cannot afford to
be down again,” Vidic said.

“We need to get our heads up
and face the facts. We have lost
two games but we shouldn’t feel
sorry for ourselves.

“We need to seizethe moment
and make sure we finish well this
season.”

Rooney could be back in
action by the derby against Man-
chester City on April 17 and Vidic
is confident United will still be in
the tide race as long as they win
their remaining matches.

“Chelsea have just the league
and the FA Cup to focus on, which
helps them, but if we win all five
games then we still have a good
chance,” he said.

“l hope there will be more
twists and turns and there will be

suffered by England striker
Wayne Rooney which will rule end.”

more dropped points before the

%

Man gives West Ham glimmer of hope
Alyegbeni on target

WEST Ham striker Araujo llan snatched a
last-gasp equaliser to earn his relegation-
threatened side a vital 2-2 draw at Everton
yesterday.

Gianfranco Zolas side looked certain to
suffer a seventh successive defeat when Super
Eagles forward Yakubu Aiyegbeni headed
Everton into the lead with five minutes
remaining at Goodison Park.

But Brazilian substitute Ilan struck with a
brilliant diving header less than two minutes
later to liftthe Hammers one point clear ofthe
relegation zone.

Under-pressure Hammers boss Zola must
have feared it wouldn be his day when Dini-
yar Bilyaletdinov gave Everton a first-halflead
before Egypt striker Mido saw his penalty
saved by Tim Howard before the break.

But Manuel Da Costa equalised on the hour
and llan saved the day after Yakubu’ strike.

Third-from-bottom Hull have a game in
hand on the Hammers but Zola may feel his
luck has changed at last.

It didn’t seem that things were looking
up when Zola lost Swiss midfielder Valon
Behrami to injury during the pre-match
warm-up.

Junior Stanislas came in for Behrami as
Zola tried to end the club% worst losing run
for over 40 years.

West Ham midfielder Scott Parker was in
the thick ofthe action early on as he fired over
from a corner and then earned a booking for
late challenge on Tim Cahill which will trigger
a two-match suspension.

David Moyes’ men deservedly took the
lead in the 24th minute when Jonathan Spec-
tor attempted to head away a Leighton Baines
cross but found only Cahill, who nodded back

for Bilyaletdinov to
glance in from close
range.

After being out-
played for much of
the half, Zolas side
were handed a poten-
tial lifeline as referee
Howard Webb ruled
that Sylvain Distins
clumsy challenge on
Carlton Cole was wor-
thy ofa penalty.

Distin was the last
man but Webb only
showed a yellow card
and Everton got outof
jail again as Howard
plunged to his right
to turn away Midos
spot-kick.

Zola must have
feared the worst at
that point but West
Ham gradually gained
afoothold in the game
in the second half.

They nearly
snatched an equaliser
when Mark Nobles
chip from the edge ofthe area rattled the cross-
bar with Howard beaten.

That seemed to spark Zolas team into life
and the visitors drew level on the hour as Ever-
ton failed to clear Nobles corner and Da Costa
reacted fastest to stab home from close-range.

Everton then felt aggrieved when Webb
turned down a penalty appeal after Da Costa
chopped down Louis Saha.

That didnt bother Everton for long as
Yakubu, on as areplacement for Bilyaletdinov,
rose to meet a Baines cross with a powerful
header past Green in the 85th minute.

It was to Zolas credit that his spirited
team refused to surrender and in the 87th
minute, Julien Faubert delivered a pinpoint
cross for Ilan to power a diving header past
Howard.

LHE omfr xx

DIDIER Drogba celebrates his match winner against Manchester United on Saturday

Robben back
for Old Trafford
showdown

DUTCH international star Arjen
Robben is in the Bayern Munich
squad for his clubs Champi-
ons League quarter-final return
against Manchester United, the
Bavarian giants said Sunday

Bayern, who came from behind
to record a 2-1 win in the first leg,
had to do without the Dutchman
for Saturday’ success by the same
score at Bundesliga tide rivals
Schalke as he races to overcome a
calfinjury.

His club said a final decision
on whether he starts at Old Traf-
ford will be taken on the day ofthe
match.

“I hope he will be able to play.
But we must waitas his muscles are
tired,” said coach Louis van Gaal.

Robbens 14 goals this sea-
son, despite his fitness problems,
have propelled Bayern to the top
of the Bundesliga and he is joint
top scorer with Mario Gomez and
Thomas Mueller.

Van Gaal said he would also be
taking central defender Daniel van
Buyten to Manchester although
he went off after just 20 minutes
against Schalke following a colli-
sion.

Robben and Van Buyten will be
in the treatment room on Monday
while the rest ofthe squad have the
day off.

Bayern will be boosted against
United by the return from suspen-
sion of German international mid-
fielder Bastian Schweinsteiger.
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By Issa Aremu, mni

Reading the news

President Umaru Musa Yaraduas health condition

Is nowhere as bad as people are saying”. Thank

God for the good news. The real news however

Is: the news was not official. In fact it was the

unofficial breaking news according to the Chief

Imam ofthe Abuja National Mosque Ustaz Musa
Mohammed who reportedly disclosed the news after a
brief meeting with Yaradua. Ustaz Mohamed reportedly
arrived late for the Maghrib [sunset] prayers because he
and three other Muslim clerics went to see Yaradua at the
presidential Villa last Thursday.

There was no basis whatsoever to doubt the veracity
of the report according to the Ustaz. The only crisis of
confidence arising from his reportage is what the lawyers
call locus standi. Ustazs are no reporters charged with the
naughty task of investigative
journalism, no less with the
daunting task of investigating
the Presidents controversial
health conditions. Even the
State House correspondents
are not as upbeat as the Ustazs
daringly arrogate to them-
selves. Of course the Ustaz
impresses nobody with his
unofficial authoritative postur-
ing on the notorious question
ofYar'adua’shealth. His revela-
tion might be news worthy to
the extentthathe further raises
the noise level of the notoriety
of a simple health challenge.
But health news according
to the Ustaz is far from being
credible from the perspec-
tive of governance challenge.
The point cannot be over-
stated. What we have at hand
with respect to the health of
President Yar'adua is nothing
but governance challenge in a
democracy. Let nobody there-
fore appropriate what is purely
a national challenge for some
parochial end. Privatization of
President Yar'aduas health discourse is unhelpful to his
presidency in particular and the nation he once inspired
to action through inclusive 7point agenda and Vision 2020
(whence the vision anyway since 100 days plus ago we
have not seen him?). Nigerians ofallpersuasions did (and
indeed still) pray for the Presidents recovery. Nigerians of
all hues must hear from their President directly or through
official mediathat is certainly exclusive ofsome select cler-
ics. The histrionics that trailed the expectation ofthe Presi-
dent at the Jummat service two weeks ago were definitely
uncalled for. We don't need to be assured (through some
selfappointed clerics) of what we daily pray for: which is
nothing but President’ recovery. Clerics are no Ministers
of Information or Ministers of Special Duties. According
to the Chief Imam, they found Yar'adua seated along-
side his wife, Hajia Turai, with his Aide-de-Camp [ADC]
standing to his left. Pray ifthe sick President was not with
his wife and ADC, who would facilitate his recovery? Who
for Allah’s sake did the Ustaz Mohamed expect to meet
with Yaradua? OBJ or T Y Danjuma? That the President
was seated with his wife and extended his hand and shook
each one ofthem isNOT news worthy at all. What is news
worthy for the nation that prays daily for the president’
recovery isthat the recovering President receives audience
led by his Vice President, now acting President Good luck
Jonathan in respect of the approved 2010 budget text or
Niger deltapostamnesty plan (and ifyou mind my prefer-
ence,) the final report ofthe new minimum wage. Again all
these are beyond the briefofclerics unless they transform
from clerics to some religiticians (whatever that means).

Recently both in Nigeria and abroad, religious adher-
ents (not the religions) have done violence to the world

Imam, they found Yar'adua
seated alongside his wife,
Hajia Turai, with his Aide-
de-Camp [ADC] standing
to his left. Pray ifthe sick
President was not with his
wife and ADC, who would
facilitate his recovery?

great faiths, namely Islam and Christianity. Jos serial car-
nages (for as they lasted) were perpetrated through what
the late compatriot Dr Bala Uthman rightly described as
manipulation ofreligion. But we all know that everything
that happened in Plateau, from killings to counter killings
ofwomen and children (on all sides ofthe artificial divides)
are the attributes of disbelievers and not believers as we
are daily enjoined by the two great faiths. The reported
Catholic sex abuse cases in Europe and America are still
fresh in mind: “a series of lawsuits, criminal prosecutions
and scandals related to sexual abuse committed by Catho-
lic priests and members of religious orders, both under
diocesan control and in orders which care for the sick or
teach children”. Please let nobody “religiously” appropri-
ate what is purely a national challenge in a democracy in
, Nigeria. Democracy is
about openness, inclu-
siveness, transparency
and above all official
delegations and repre-
sentations. Clerics are
not our official repre-
sentatives to the Villa.
Designated Ministers
and accredited media
are. Let clerics lead
prayers for the nation
and Presidents recov-
ery which can only be
done ifthey do not for
whatever reason arrive
late for prayers in their

respective  mosques.
One time Egyptian
President, Moham-

med Naguib hit the
nail on the head when
as far back as 1951, he
observed that: “Religion
isfor God; the country is
forall”

Still on the news. |
bear witness that what
we witnessed last week
or so was no ministe-
rial screening for Nigerias urgent development. On the
contrary what we witnessed in the Nigeria’s Senate was
some high profile screaming and scheming (and if you
like) scrambling for posts for self advancement. Again
the Senate relied on its notorious doctrine of necessity to
do carry-go (fast-track?) with scores of Ministers without
known portfolios. Everything was leftto market forces, as
it were. It was total deregulation. Ironically the only time
there was some semblance ofsome regulation was when
the former Minister ofInformation and Communications,
Dora Akinluyi mounted the rostrum.

She (by accident or design) came the official time
allotted for the Monday special plenary was about expir-
ing. Even the protestations of some senators, could not
persuade the Senate President David Mark to extend the
Africa Magic platform that was Dora’s outing. Dora has
definitely denied, she did not cook for the first lady, Hajia
Turai. Fine. We definitely now know what she did not do.
But what of what she did for the first lady that makes her
to know so much about some cabals? Asan observer | bear
witness that Dora profited from some cabals (her word
please!) in the senate who for whatever reason were bent
on seeing her through the ministerial scrambles atall cost.
And that is my worry. The cabals (Dora’s rebranded ver-
sion please) certainly had their way last week. But are the
senators aware ofthe time tested warning by David Broder
that ‘Anybody who wants the Presidency so much that hel
(David must have thought only men are desperateforpower)
spend two years organizing and campaigningfor it is not
be trusted with the office” Time will tell who is right: this
senate or Dora.
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Ronaldo: We'll beat
Barca, win the league

ristiano Ron-
aldo is raising
the stakes for
Real Madrid’s

(Santiago)  Bernabeu

and that we’re also going

to win the league.”
Barcelonacompleted

match against Bareetenard 6-2 victory at

by predicting that his
Madrid side will not only
win the “clasico” game
but will go on to take the
Spanish league title.
The two rivals are
level on points with
Madrid ahead on goal
difference before next
Saturday’s match.
Ronaldo says “we’re
going to win the game
against Barcelona in the

Iniesta ref

the Bernabeu last year
on its way to the league
crown.

Arecord 32nd league
title is the last trophy
available to Madrid,
which spent over £250
million ($363 million)
on players last summer,
including a record £94
million ($131 million)
on Portugal winger
Ronaldo.

UIMS

for clasico clash

arcelonamidfielder Andres Iniestareturned
to training yesterday with his team-mates,
and ison course to be fit for next weekend's

El Clasico clash.

The 25-year-old resumed a light workout fol-
lowing the Blaugrana's 4-1 defeat of Athletic Bilbao,

which put them three points clear at the summit of

the Primera Division.

Iniesta suffered a slight hamstring pull in the 1-0
victory versus Mallorca last weekend, and was forced
to sitout the midweek clash with Arsenal in London.

While Iniesta remains a major doubt for the
return clash with the Gunners on Tuesday evening,
he is expected to take his place in the starting line-
up versus Los Blancos at the Santiago Bernabeu on

Saturday
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