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CIN'sswearing-in
confused me, VP says

Slh{,efJustice to swear-in an in-coming Chief
ustice.

Speaking at a thanksgiving service at the
Redeemed Christian Church Central Parish in
Abulajlest_erdale/, Vice President Jonathan said
when Ju utigi’s tenure was about to en

By AbdulFattah Olajide

VICE President Goodluck Jonathan spoke for
the first time yesterday on the confusion that
preceded the sivearing-in of Justice Aloysius Ity-
orgyer Katsina-Alu as the new Chigf Justice of
Nigeria, saying he considered extending the ten-
ure.ofthe former Chief Justice of Nigeria Justice
Idris Legbo Kutigi before a legal solution to the

qua%mire was discovered.
ustice Kut|%| had on. Wednesday last week
December 30, 2009] sworn in Justice Katsina-
luas the 11th Chief Justice of Nigeria, owmq
to the absence from the countrr of Presiden
Umaru Musa Yaradua, who would have sworn-
inthe CIN. asis the tradition. Kutigi had iustlfled
Is action by citing the Oath Act 0f 2004, which
empowers éither the President or the outgoing

stice d
he was apPrehenswe that the Judiciary would
be left without a leadership since he, as vice
Continued on page 5

Dan Kasa's New Year message
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kidnapper nabbed as he collects ransom

Murtala, was freed by security agents
yesterday morning after 11°days in
captivity. , ,
The’sting operation, which took
place around 4.30pm, was carried
out in front of the storey building

pected kidnapper, one Nureini,
was apprehended by security
agents as he arrived’to collect
ransom moneﬁ from a kldnaP
operation. Fo owm%_hls arrest,
his three-year old victim, Zainab

From Ibraheem Musa &
Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

housm{g Nasco Carpets, which is
opposite the Lagos treet by Junc-
tion Road roundabout. Theé entire
operation, which Daﬂ;& Trust
reporters witnessed, took about

Continued on page 5

A high drama played out at a major
rouridabout in Kaduna metropolis
on Saturday afternoon when a sus-
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Farouk not representative
of Nigeria - Obasanjo

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

FORMER President Olusegun
Obasan{_o has urged local and
international communities not
to judge Nigerians and' Nigeria
by “the'recent act by 23 year-old

igerian, Umar Farouk Abdul
mutallab who attempted to bomb

aUS hound plane on December
25. The former president who
spoke to newsmen after a special
tSﬁrvme at the Chapel of
e
Qluse_%un Obasana(o Presiden-
tial Li
our of the visiting Asantehene,
Otumfuo Osei Tdtu Il and the

, 1apel of Christ
Glorious King inside the

rary, Abeokuta, in hon-

Ghanaian gommunitY in Ogun
State described Abdulmuts
action as an aberration in the

country.

He should not be used as a
standard to Jud?\le_ Nigerians or to
crimmalizeall Ni
athize with his
mily because | know the father

?

mutallab’s

%erlans. | sym-
ather and his

very well. His father is a good
man. He isa man who would
want the best for his children, But ~ to
Inan
antc
be one. Its a pity and also a good
lesson for all
dren. Ifasac |
ten to your parents, anything can

%/,Iargefamll_y,you have devi-
ildren. Hejustturned outto

ild, you do pot lis-

PIC: NAN

FROM left: Vice President Goodluck Jonathan, his wife Dame Patience Jonathan and the mother of the Vice President, Madam Ayi Jonathan, during the
first Sunday of the year 2010 service at the Redeemed Christian Church of God, Wuse 2, Abuja, yesterday.

Zazzau Emirate Council to send man who lost
private part abroad for treatment

From Isa Liman, Zaria

THE Zazzau Emirate is making
arrangements to send Malam
Muhammad Sirajo. Musa, the
man who lost his private part in
an auto accident, abroad for a pos-
sible penis transplant.

Speaking to DaI]Y Trust yes-
terday at his Zaria city residence,
Malam Musa said preparation for
his overseas treatment Is in top
gear, sa}/ln_g he had already %otten
some ot his travel documents.

“As you might be aware, the
people re5ﬁon5|ble_ for mY pre-
dicament have a link with the
Zazzau Emirate Council. Fol
Iowm_g_ the publication of mg
condition by your paper an
some others, the Emir of Zaz-
zau, Alhaji Shehu Tdris offered
to sponsor me abroad for treat-
ment,” he said. _

He added that the council
donated about N200,000 towards
his treatment while he was at the
Ahmadu Bello University Teach-

ing Hospital (ABUTH),but that
the money was diverted. _
“The driver of the car who i
aresident of Adamawa State col-
lected all the ,moneY meant for
my hospital bills at the ABUTH
Bret_endmgto be settling the bills
ut it turned out that hé diverted
the money for his personal use.
It was when the council discoy-
ered what happened that the emir
offered to sponsor me abroad for
treatment. | believe that he will
fulfil his pledge. My prayer is for

A_Lllah”to make the transplant pos-
sible.

A son of the emir of Zazzau
Alhaji Muhammad Bello Shehu
Idris” confirmed to our corre-
spondent that the emir would
sponsor the treatment.

Contrary to the rumour, the
oung men who hit Muhammad

Irajo Musa are not the sons ofthe

emirbut the emir offered to help
the young man_because his con-
dition Is pathetic. Moreover he is
one of his wards,” he said.

Ondo community divided over Obat's installation as Olugho

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

BARELY two days after Ondo State
Governor Oluségun Mimiko pre-
sented the staffoToffice to the new
Olugb_o of Ugho Kingdom Prince
Fredrick Obateru AKinruntan to
putanend tothe protracted Oluqbo
chieftaincy crisis, another parallel
royal group in Ugbo Kingdom at
%_he weekend faulted the installa-
jon.

Mimiko at the installation of
Akinruntan 1popularly_ known
as Obat last Thursday in Akure
the state capital, said Obat was
selected by Ugho kln%makers and
approved” by'the state executive
council.adding that the installa-
tion followed proper interpreta-
tion ofthe Supreme Courtverdict
andthat it was done in good fate.
But controversy has coftinued to
trail the installdtion ofthe Olugbo

as women groups and youths in
the kingdom staged a protest at
the weekend. Many notable indi-
genes of Ugbo town, political and
opinion leaders in the area have
also described the installation of
Obateru Akinruntan as the new
Olugbo as a viglation of Ugho
custom and tradition,

The ChiefPriest of Ugbo town
Chief Jethro Ajaka and Secre-
tary of Ugbo council of chiefs

described the installation of
Frmce Obateru Akinruntan as
he new Olugbo as a ‘monumen-
tal blunder’

. Ajakaalleged that the presenta-
tion ofstaffofoffice to prince Akin-
runtan by the state government was
a deliberate attempt to cause prob-
lems in the Kingdom as his “candi-
dature never received the supports
and endorsement of Ugbo council
of chiefs and its people”

you,’

happen,” he said. o
He enjoined Nigerians

dedicage themselves to

God."Human beings will let you
down, human beings will disap-
) promt you, so whefe do we go?
ﬂarents and allchil- ~ To God, as He said to Joshua, |
will neither leave you nor desert

"he added.

Edo
traditional
ruler

murdered

From Vincent Egunyanga,
Benin

A frst class traditional
ruler in Edo State, the
Enogie of Ugolo in Qvia
South-west Local Gov-
ernment Area Solomon
Udobor was at the week-
end murdered in Benin.

Soloman Udolor aged
55, was said to have héen
killed at 7.21pm Friday
by unknown gunmen
who stormed hiS Benin
residence.

Although the cause
of the murder has yfet to
be ascertained, sources
say It may be connected
to"the Enogieship tus-
sle between U_?olo town
andU Etete, a village close

to ﬁo 0.

The widow of the
dead _traditional ruler
Mrs Esther Udolor said
her late husband  was
crowned the Enogie of
Ugolo clan in 1980 after
his father who was the
then Enogie died.She
said trouble began two
Eears, ago when” another

nogie was crowned in
Etete village, a develop-
ment which. did not go
down well with the palace
as those involved were
sanctioned.

She alleged that her
late hushand was threat-
ened several times, but
that he did not report
the matter to the police
because the Oba of Benin
was already handling the
matter, ,

Meanwhile, ~ police
have arrested three per-
sons In. connection with

the killing. .
Confirming the arrest,
the Divisional  Police

Officer in Ugbowo CSP
Kunle OlusoKan said the
suspects would soon he
transferred to the state
police headquarters.
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HOLIDAY makers returning at the Murtala Mohammed Airport, Lagos yesterday after the Christmas and New Year holidays.

Retirement: Customs service,

32 comptrollerstrade words

ByShdwittubakar

THE Nigeria Customs Serv-
ice (NCS) saki the 32 comp-
trollers whose retirements
were approvedbythe Federal
Government have stagnated
ontheirrankforover [Oyears
without promotion.

The officers, itwas farther
alleged, stagnated because
they were not promotable
eitfier due to poor perform-
anceas officers or for alleged
low intellectual performance.

However, some of the
affected officers who anony-
mqusly spoke to Daily Trust
sail they were only beir”

Though the retirementtet-
ters are get to he despatched
to the 32 Comptrollers, three
different sources (f;ave the
names of the affected offic-
ersas: S.K Yisa, Y H.Kila, Y.

Usman, G. Tingir, M. Bellg, |.
M. Garuba, A’A. Ahmed, |,
B. Alhassan, S.U Bunza, H K
Suleiman, 9. 0. Adeniyi and
Fowoke Ogim.

Others are: Y. Hamman-
Adama, S. James, U. Shehu,
B. G. Abdullahi, E. 0. Nwa-
kocha, A, Wakili, A H Aliyu,
|- K. Tairu, M. Mohammed,
S. Musa, A. R Adamu, M B.
Allxu, _Umar, . 0. Taiwg
C. Ba’\r}?/e T.V Anpe F.T.
Degge, M. D. Hware, U. Z
Gominaand K. B. Yusuf.

Thesourcesaid the Comp-
troller General |s§)lann|ng to
post new officers to take over
from the affected officers
before they are served their
retirementnotice.

Daily  Trusts fmdmgs
revealed that all the 32
affected officers are Univer-
sitygraduates with degrees in
various disciplines and 22 of

them are from the north.

A source at the office of
the Comptroller General in
Abgjatold Daily Trustthat all
32 Comptrollers were retired
by the Customs board on the
récommendation ofthe Pres-
idential committee.

Allthe confidential files of
the affected officers that were
collected from the secret reg-
istry ofthe service and taken
to the Presidential commit-
tee and later to the Customs
board are yet to be returned
to theregistry.

Some' ot the affected
Comptrollers whose names
appearedon theretirementlis
sald they were not yet served
with théir alleged retirement
letters or formally being
informed ofthe retirément.

One ofthem said he had
beeFi a Comptroller for over
10 years. He however won-

dered if it was his responsi-
bility to promote himselfor
thatofthe governmentthatis
now retiring him for alleged
stagnation. = . _

e blamed his stagnation
on unpopular, government
policies, favouritism and cor-
{éjr%tmn that marred the sys-

He said the present Cus-
toms Comptroller General
Abdullahi Dikko Indghas not
been comfortable with them
who are his seniors, He said
Dikkoalso blamed hisseniors
for his woes. _

Anqther Comptroller said
he will challenge his retire-
ment in court wnen he is for-
mally served with his retire-
ment notice. He said he has
MNboutten more yearsto attain
the age ofretirement and will
not condone any attempt by
anybody to frustrate him out

ofservice. ,

Chairman of the Presi-
dential .committee on the
reor?amzatlon_ofthe Nigeria
Customs Service (NCSj Dr
BelloHalliru Mohammedtold
Daily Trustexclusivelythat no
Comptrollerofthe sefvicewas

retired prematurely.
Bello said rather than
retire honourably some

have changed their ages and
changed documents in their
files just to stay as Comptrol-
lers, *Ifthe ﬁresentComptrol-
ler Generalhasbeenpromoted
frombelowthemto their level
and_above them, wont they
feel itistime forthem to move
outand do something else?”

He said due process was
followed in the retirement of
the officers and government
IS making arrangements to
PaY all those affected their
ulf entitlements.

Electricity:
PHCN
promises
enhanced

supply

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Power Ho,Idmg Com
ﬁany of Nigeria (PHCN
as assured Nigerians tha
efforts are beéing mad
to overcome most of th
challenges that ruined the
6000mw tar?et set by the
government Tast year. "

PHCN Managing Direc-
tor Engineer Hussaini Labo
said Nigerians will certainly
begin to, feel the impact of
the repairworks ofthe elec-
tnmtwustallatmns within .
the first quarter ofthis year.

Engr 'Labo told Daily
Trust yesterday on phong
that there has been consid-
erable improvement in the
supply of electricity in the
country. <.

‘Although | have not
seen the report today, (yes-
terda(y)weweredomga out
3,600mw and 37G0mwyes-

t .

_ Heyblamed lack of suf-
ficignt gas suppIK as the
major oPstacle ofthe power
supply in the country. “Up
till now, they could hot pro-
vide enough gas for Geregu.
It could only’take one unit.
Also | saw a text message
asking us to come down n
Sapele for unit or so due to
gas shortage”

He said because of the
vandalised pipelines at the
Escravos, the gas could not
‘reach most offneir stations.
“When theﬁlﬂmsh one part,
they find that another part
had more than one hole,
ahout two or three” _

He said the damage is
huge such that when they
finish with one, and they
find another hole and they
will go and r|e_Pa|r It again.

On the Hydro power
stations, Engr Labo said,
usually arotind Decem-
ber, January, eSRemaIIy for
Shiroro, which has a single
source of water, there ishit
ofproblem.

He said through Short
Message Service (SMS) that
the shor_taﬁe in gas sup{JIy
I essentially on account of
significant damage thatwas
done to the Escravos Lagos
pipelines by vandals.

D D —~—",

High Commissioner defends information on President Yar'adua's illness

f*»m JbratwwQ iiiib, London

NIGERIA'SHigh Commissionerto the United Kingdom
Dr Dalhata Sarki TafMa has defended the official infor-
mation querlans.are_beln told about the illness an
stale ofhealth of President Umaru YarAdua.

Dr Tafida

_ who was the Chief Physician to former
President Shehu Shagari in the Seco
argued that there was io need for Nigerians to

econd ReBUbthlcd
e to

the detailsofthe presidentsillnessor his level ofrecov-

ery, o
"Thegowemmenthas been telling Nigerians that the

esident was underg_oin(q
0

Pr
That’s all people require
betoldwhJ finccs e i

treatment in Saudi Arabia.
know). They don't have to
at illness he is suffering from”,

He lamented that some people were playing politics
on the president’illness, stressing: “what'is ieeded is
Prayers, but not politicking with"iliness, whether it is

heFFres_ident that is affectéd or someone else”
e

dismissed claims of secrecy about President
YarAdua$ illngss, contending that if you keep on giv-
ing more _detalls_,lf)elople will'complain,

‘Nigerians wi

detail,”some people will say why are you

always complain. Ifyou ?ive much

alking so

much about the president’ illness?”

He urged Njgerians to res

pect their leaders and criti-

cize them “onI?/ when you have to”
a

“Nigerians

lk well of leaders only when they are

out of office. We should learn to chefish, adrhire and

respect our leaders” he said.

On the presidentspresent condition, the High Com-
missioner said: “The presidentis doing well. Only a few
days a%o, he assented to the supplementary budget bill

and other documents”

“He will soon he back to Nigeria and to his office to
continue his service to the people” he added.
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By Misbahu Bashir

THE police said yesterday
that they have adopted new
tactics against terrorist acts,

~ The"Police Force Pub-
lic Relations Officer ACP
Emmanuel Ojukwu told
Daily Trust that'sequel to the

arrest of a Nigerian, Umar
A T

United States over an alleged
attempt to blow up a
plane, the police force has to

in Saudi Arabia, has failed
to emPower Vice President
Goodluck Jonathan to act as
Fremdent to sign and effec-
ively implement the 2009
supBIementary budget and
the budget for-2010,

The petition, signed by
SERAPS Executive” Direc-
tor, Adetokunbo Mumuni,
urged the HRC to, simul-
taneously hold asgema_l 5es-
sion on the non-compliance
by the Nigerian government
with its obligations in rela-
tionto the realization ofeco-
nomic, social and cultural
rigfits; and to consider this

gtition under the HRC new
;omplaintProcedure, estab-
lished Pursuantto resolution
511ofthe HRC, and General

adopttechniques in response
to ferrorist acts or threats
attributed t_ot_erronstgrouPs.

“This is in view of the
current development. and
commitment of the Nigeria
Police Force to ensure”safe
and secure nation,” he sai.

He said the police will be
watchful on groups or people
that use terr0r as their tactics
and will ensyre that they did
not succeed in inducing fears
inthe citizenry.

The Annual

Assembly resolution 60/251
of Marchi 15,2006. This peti-
tion meets the requirements
of the new Procedure, and
raises jssues of jmportance
Ju_st||fy|ngtheholdlngofaspe-
clal sessionon Nigera.” . . .
SERAPsan]VY%ra(?uanall-
ureto empower the Vice Pres-
dent to actas president pur-
suant to sectioa 145 of 1999
Constitution, is obstructing
the effective implementation
of the 2009 su%)lementary
bud’%etan_dthe 10budget.
gerians, SERAP noted
have Suffered and_continue
to_suﬁergearsoffalledbudg-
eting and implementation, a
critical element ofstates’ obli-
gationsto fulfileconomicand
social rights.
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/th day prayersfor late Maryam

Babangida in Minna

bakar(m)

FORMER Chief Justice Alafa Be
Abdulkadir Kure at the prayers,

CROSS section of the crowd at the prayers.



DAI LY TR UST Monday, January 4,2010

PHOTO: NAN

Su ltan condoleswith IBB over Maryam

SULTAN of Sokoto ~Alhaji
Muhammadu Saad Abubakar
has commiserated with former
Military President General Ibra-
him Badamasi Babangida over the
Rﬁssmgawa%offormerﬁrst Lady
aryam Bapangida,
Inacondolence letter, the Sul-
tan said “Mrs. (Dr.) Maryam lbra-

him Badamasi Babandgicdawas an
accomplished leader who dedi-
cated her life to promoting the
welfare ofwomenand the under-
privileged; a pioneer and a com-
mitted’champion of rural devel-
opmentin Nigeria; and aversatile
educationist who established and
sustained first-rate educational

institutions that provided qual-
ity tuition to abroad spectrum of
sfudents, both within and outside
Nigeria. | _

He said the former first lady
would he sorely missed not only
by her immediate family, but by
the natjon asawhole and indeed
by the large number of Nigerians

who had heen touched by her
kindness, gzenerosn and inno-
vative spirit. “May Allah (SWT)
?rand our Excellency the forti-
ude to bear the irreparable loss
and may He shower upon her,
His mercy, blessings and forgive-
ness; and grant fier Aljannatul
Firdausi.”

CJIN's swearing-in confused me

Continued from page 1

Presment, had no statutory power
0 swear-In the new CJN.

He said, “We have lot of chal-
lenges. Look at what happened
dufing the swearing-in of the
Chief Justice of Nigéria. Before
then, when we wefe confronted
with that situation,_few days to
December 31st, the Thursaay the
Chief Justice of Nigeria was sup-
posed to retire, we were worried.
As avice president; based on our
laws | do not have. anX powers
to swear-in the Chief Justice of
Nigeria. Itisaceremanial respon-
sibility and ceremonial functions
are sometimes more serious than
thf real work we do. 1.do not have
the powers to swear in the Chief
Justice. _ _

| was worried that if we get to
that Thursday and the ChietJus-
tice of Nigeria Is not sworn-in,
that means one arm of govern-
menthasno leader and thatwould
have been an invitation to chaos.”

He added, “As at that time,
even the lawyers around, because
the tradition’has been there for 51

years where Mr. President swears
in the ChiefJustice, no Nigerian
or even senior lawyers cared to
look atthe other aspect ofthe law.
[n fact, | evenhad to apﬁroach the
former ChiefJustice, that look, |
have the powers to extend your
Perlod ofstay in the office, Since

cannot swear-in a new Chief

Justice. Cant | extend your stay
in office so that there will be nd
vacuum? But he said it was not
possible because the Constitution
says at the age of 70 he must qo

Jonathan' also said, “But he
promised he was Pomg to re-
examine the laws. _got back to
my office; | was terribly worried
within that period. Feiv days to
the time, the Attorney General
came and showed me the Act that
sa%_s either the President or the
Chieflustice ofthe Federation can
swear-in the new Ch

Thatlawwas there, butnobody
saw it. So.what | am saying is that
as_a nation, as individuals we
might have challenges. Some-
times when we have major chal-
lenges ithelps usto lpokmore into
ourlives, look more into whatever

iefJustice.

there is. Even as Christians there
are times we think when things
are going well, we think is because
ofyour ability, your intelligence,
your background, because of
Whatever. .

You don't know it is the gnrace
ofGod that those thln%_s arenap-
penlng to you. Sometimes it is
good fo have challenges even as
individuals. Even in“sickness, |
believe God wants'to tell us that
He |sthe_onIYperson who iskeep-
ing us alive, that whatever we are,
it is by His grace.”.

The Vice President expressed
optimism that Nigeriaschallenges
as a nation are not beyond God,
saymg God averted the confusion
that the country mighthave found
itselfin when confronted with the
challenge of the swearing-in of
Justice Katsina-Aly. _
~ The Vice President also said
it was because Nigerians prayed
that made God to turn the situ-
ation around., He thanked all
Christians and Muslims for their
suppart and prayers for President
Yaradua and the country in gen-
eral. “So no matter the challenges

we have, with your prayers, surely
this country will stabilize.
Whatever we are facing as
a nation_within this period is
because God wants to tell us that
he is in charge and that nobody
no human beln? is in charge. |
want to sincerely thank you on
behalf of the Government of
Nigeria that you have been pray-
ing for Mr. President, the country
and | pray that you continue t
praY”, ne said. .

n his sermon, Pastor Elijah
Olukayode Daramola, whosg
message centred on grace, identi-
fied sgven key roles which grace
plays in the lite of Christians. He
urged Christians to shun unright-
eousness in order to enjoy the suf-
ficient grace which God'has pro-
vided in the year 2010.,

The, vice president was
accompanied to the service by his
wife, Dame Patience Jonathari, his
mother, Aviation Minister Baba-
tunde Omotoba and his wife,
former deputy speaker of the
House of Representatives Chibu-
dom Nwuche, and other govern-
ment functionaries.

Police step-up
counter terrorism efforts

By Misbahu Bashir

THE police said yesterday that
they have adopted new ftactics
against terrorist acts. The Police
Force Public Relations Officer
ACP Emmanuel Ojukwu told
Daily Trust that seguel to the
arrestofa N|?er|a_n, Umar Farouk
AbdulMutalfab in the United
States over an alleged attemp to
blow up a US plane, the police
force has to adopt techniques
In response to terrorist acts or
threats attributed to terrorist
grouP]s. He said the police will be
watchful on groups or people tjiat
use terror as their tactics and will
ensure that they did not succeed
ininducing fears in the citizenry.
|

Kidnapper
nabbed as he
collects ransom

Continued from page 1

seven minutes as qun-totting
plain-clothes officers bundled @
young man into a grey coloured
saloon car and drove aivay.
According to Alhag oham-
med Musa Soba, a brother of
the victims mother, the suspect
I known to the family and he
sometimes takes the girl to the
nearbY Abumutali International
Model School along Kahala Road
Tudun Wada. He said the alleged
kidnapper had a minor disagree-
ment with Zainah’s father, Alhgi
Murtala Adamu, and thereafter ie
kept away from the house,
A few days later, Soba sajd,
Zainabh wentmissing and Nurreini
suddenly started Qommt[; to the
house arid was helping to frace her
whereabouts. Two days after the
incident, he said, the kidnappers
called Murtala, demanding for a
N5 million ransom. After négotia-
tions, the k_|dnaners scaled down
to N1 million, then to N500,000.
Soba said the family mobilised
N200,000 and handed it to the
kidnappers without notifying
the security agents, heeding the
abductors’ warning, However, he
_sa|dthek|dnaEJpers keptdemand-
ing for the balance and they also
arfanged for a rendezvous where
the money will change hands.
At this point, he said security
men were told and plainclothes
operatives flooded. the entire
asco Carpets V|cm|t%/. When
Zainab’ family broughf the cash
in a big envelope, NUrieni came
forward to collect it and security
men swooped down on_him and
bundled him into awaiting car,
When Daily. Trust visited the
Kazir Close residence of the vic-
tims parents, Alhaji Murtala was
still at police headquarters, but
Zainab’s mother said her daugh-
ter had been released from Gwar-
mai In Bebeji Local Government
ofKano Staté, where she was being
held. Zainab was still with her
father as at the time ofthis reP_ort.
_ Police Public _Relations
Officer, Kaduna State Command,
ASP Aminu_Lawal referred Daily
Trustto the State Security Service.
A top source at the "5SS who
confirmed the story, said that both
Nurienj and his accomplice Mus-
bau Raji have been apprehended.
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Boarding primary schools
will tackle low performance’

From Sharafa Dauda, Maiduguri

THE establishment of hoarding

%nmaré schools by the Borno
tate Government” across the
three Senatorial zones in the state

will boost the performance of

candidates from the state who st
for national and regional exami-

Bayelsa to-
boost rice

A

CHIEF Dikivie Ikiogha, the
Ba?/elsaCommmsmnerforAgn-
culture and Natural Resources
has said_ that the state govern-
ment will concentrate on fish
farming and rice production. .
lkiogha told newsmen In
Yenagoa at the weekend that
those were the areas where the
state had advantage over other
states owing to its natural endow-

m . .
eqlhe commissioner said the
Peremabiri Rice Farm in South-
ern-I{aw Local Government Area
%nd he Abpbldn Rice Farm had
een revitalised, .
_ ple sauj that the Peremabiri
Rice Farm, when in full opera-
tion, could sustain the West Afri-
can sub-region, asjtalso planned
to customise its rice for export.
Ikiogha said that a team of Viet-
namese officials were involved in
apilotscheme ofcultivation of20
hectares oénce at Igbogene.

He sald that government also
planned to %o,lnto massive fish
farming, . shrimp  production,
commercial poultry and PIQPEffV,
as well as the establishment ofa

snausrg.
lans are also underway
to put the Epie Creek project
stretching about 25 km into
Froductlve use, as well as other
ocations for the purpose of fish
farming and tourist attraction,
he said. He said that more than 40
burrow-pits had heen acquired
with 13 ofthem already stocked
with fmgerlmg_s that would be
due for harvesting by the end of
theyear. .
kloglhasaldthatgovernment
would also hand ovér the pits to
local farmers to manage and pay a
certain percentage of.their profit
to the state government. He said
two out of the five fishing trawl-
ers orgered by the state govern-
Rwednt for mdasswe fish production
ad atrived. .

Iﬁmgﬁa said that a Green
House 0f 90 hectares had been
established in Ogbia for the pro-
duction of fruits and vegetables
to meet local demands as well as
forexport. (NAN)

nations, says the Special Adviser
to the Borno State Governor on
Information and Media Alhaji
Shehy I\/I,,ustagha Liberty.

Alhz(iljl Liberty told” our cor-
respondent at the weekend tnat,
Government is building these
schools so that we can have
well-trained pupils with a very

good foundation. The schools
will be built in remote areas like
Magumeri, Abadam, Monguno,
Kukawa, etc where Feople 0 not
warv to HO to school.

ou fave to encourage them.
So when you now take these
schools to them, get these local
governments to Support these

boarding primary schools, at the
end ofthe day, you willhave avery
good foun? tion.

Youwillhave people who have
been given the necessary training

andwﬂg%n Irn gtou, do, you will

onlybe strengt enmgithem. Itisa
long term investment so that oth-

Primate Akinola tasks politicians
on poverty alleviation

MOST Rev. Peter AKiRBIA, PH:
mate of the Church of Nigeria,
Anglican Communion, on Satur-
day urged Nigerias political lead-
ers to work toward the reduction
ofpgve_rtymﬂthegountr . Akinola

iiirinrr

to commemoratefttr;]e 80th b |HP
AT R

I He noted that N|qeria had
abundant resources that could be
harnessed and used to enhance
the citizens’ living standards,
adding that the bané ofthe coun-
try was, crass mismanagement,
corruption and other forms of
malfeasance.”In the midst of
abundance, ngienans NOW use
second-hand clothes, cars and
other materials, as they cannot
afford to purchase new products
duet?(.hardsm " he said
Akinola, “however, warned
those in authority to exhibit the
fear of God in théir daily interac-
tions and repent from their evil

way%to avoid Gods rgth. .
he primate extolledthe virtues

of Sijuwade and urged him to moue

loger :
¢ 05%8 Ez?\?é accomplished your
mission in life; if there is excess
Iu_%gage, be it money, women, tra-
dition or anything that can block

eternal life,” Akinola said.
Dignitaries w?]o attended the
service include former President
Olusegun _ Obasanjo, Minister
of Youth Development Akinlabi
Olasukanmi, Minister of State for

of Osun, Ondo, Oyo, Niger, Imo,
Abia, Delta 3nd Ekiti stftes.

The traditional rulers at_the
service include Otufuo Osei Tutu
1, the Asantehene of Kumasl,
Ghana, who chaired Saturda%’s
event, and the Alake of Egba, Oba
g Soun o

Adedotun Ghadeho.
Jimﬂ:l A%ag»nfé\/@mor?% gBﬂ_

“fM, d taeO s " “ ondo,

S S S § C ri
27 prominent Nigerians with the

chl_eftaln?\}/_ titles. Gov. Mu azu
Aliyu of Niger was given the title
of ‘the "Agbayewd” of lle-Ife,
Gov. Ikedi Ohakim of Imo was
Installed as the “Temitope” while
Seg. bJUbE” Afrlnllm% became the
" Bobasely” of lle-Ife.. .
_ 8ov.er¥1eodor 6%‘ of Abiawas
installed as the  Tobalase of Ile-
Ife, Sen. lyabo Obasanjo-Bello was
honoured with the title of ~ Yeye-
mekun’ while a former mjlitary
overnor, Chief Theophilous
amigboye, was installed as the

. Speaking, ©hakin described
Sijuwade as a true promoter, of
culturebecause he conferred chief-
tancy titles.on persons from dif-
ferent ethnic and cultural groups

across the country. -
Olsﬁeq_mo rqm)érnor said this at
the Qoni’spalace when he received
thg title 0 E ‘Temitope”, conferred
on ' . keen

follower of

became the_meanin?ofmytitle IS
aboot thanking God for overcom-
tag the enemres. (NAN)

ers.can now come and continue.
This is a capacity bujlding thing.
In fact ifyou look at it, this is per-
haps.the’reason equcation toda
in'Nigeria is in crisis at all levels
and the p_rlmarY level, which is
the mosf important as the foun-
dation is the responsibility of
local governments.”

PIC: NAN

'Rename FUT
Minna after

Maryam'

SEN. Isah Mohammed on Saturday
urged the Federal Government to
rename the Federal University of
Technolo%y, Minna, after the late
Maryam Babangida in view of her
contributions to'the emancipation
ofrural women.Mohammed made
the call in Minna while speaking
with journalists after the seventh-
day pra?/ers held for the repose of
the soul of Maryam He nofed that
the former First Lady lived a life of
exemplary service to the country,
particularly the womenfolk, “Her
Ret programme, 'Better Life for
Rural Women, was all encompass-
ing. Itwas notonly for rural women
alone but for all women, men and
g}ll_drenhm %lgena and also In

rica,” he said. . .

Maohar_nmed, who is the Waziri
Nupe, said that the pr_o%ramme
brought women issues into lime-
light, while sensitising the women
to their roles in the society and
their rights. “In order not to"allow
these condolence visits to hecome
mundane, the Federal Govern-
ment should immortalise Mar-
X/allm Babangida by renaming FUT,

inna, after her,”he said. (NAN)
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Onalyekan calls for free and
fair elections in 2011

MOST Rev John Onaiyekan,
President of Christian Associa-
tion ofN|?er|a (CAN) has urged
the Federal Government to ensure
free and fair elections in 2011
Qnaiyekan made the call in
Abﬂayesterd%_ _

e” said Nigerian leaders
should understand the meaning
ofpower and make elections fre
and fair, adding that politicians
and Nigerians in general should

Ex-PPA boss
condoles with
IBB

By Muideen Olaniyi

A former Governor of Cross River
State and former National Chair-
man of Progressive Peoples Alli-
ance (PPA) Clement Ebri yes-
terday condoled the ex-military
President Ibrahim  Badamosi
Babangida over the death, of his
wife, Mrs Maryam Babangida.

Ebri, In & tribute message,
expressed shock and a deep sense
ofnational loss over the news of
the unfortunate demise of the
former First Lady at the age of61.

He noted that Maryams role
as the founder and chairperson of
the Better Life for Rural women
programme became the hench-
mark for measuring the social rel-
evance ofthe office of First Lady.

He said all subsequent First
L adies have had to find relevance
through the identification _ of
some "good cause to champion
and advocate, saying that they
(other First Ladies) have merely
added appendices and footnotes
f0 the monumental legacy she left
behind. _

He said: “Mrs. Babangida goes
down in our national history as
one.woman who saw the elevated
POS_ItIOﬂ of First Lady as an oppor-

unity to do somefning socially
heneficial and transformative. For
the first time in our history, the
previously ceremonial position
of First Lady was courageous_l)f
converted Info a weapon 0fsocid
transformation.

“Mrs. Babangida did not allow
her _h|?h socidl standing and
Rolmca vantage position to bling

er to the reality of poverty and
neglect in the nations vast'rural
argas. For her, the poverty and
regrettable neglect of the N|?er|an
rural women Was a national chal-
Ien([lne requiring urgent redress,”he
fi*ther observed. o
_ Whlle_]ommgBotherngerla_ns
mcondollnPthe abangidafamily
on the sad [oss, he prayed God to
grant her gentle soul the rest.

He expressed hope that the
massive turnout of sympathizers
should lighten the burden and give
the Babangida family the couraﬁe
to bear the'inevitahlé void that the
death left on the life ofthe family.

have a change in attitude and
understand that powerwas meant
for the service of the people and
not for selfish interests,

_ “We need to change in the
right direction, ifwe don't, we will
continue to fumble around.

“We should-also decide that
honesty is the best policy which
means we should stop the politics
of lying and deceiving the poor
people”and telling lies,” Onai-

ekan, who is the Catholic Arch-

ishop of Abuja, said.

_“ng%mg elections, giving vic-
tories t0'thdse who have lostelec-
tions, changing figures up and
down and recorde results where
no_elections took P ace, that isnot
gomg to carryus far.

_‘As far as'we continue to deal
with_elections lik* that, we will
continue to have difficulties in
good governance because by their

fruitwe shall know them,” he said.

The archbishop expressed
optimism that 2011 would be
better than 2007, 2003 and 1993,
noting that “if it were to be better,
it means we are going to do things
differently. _ _

He said whoever is responsi-
ble for rigging should be identi-
fied and Sent to {all, ifthere isno
room for it in the electoral law,
they should make room for it in

the constitution,” he said.

- ""These are the issues we
should be addressing in 2010.
Itis not that | want péople to be
sent to jail, no, | want elections
to be conducted in a free and fair

manner, o

“So that finally, Nigeria can
start moving democratically and
have her rightful place in thetom-
ity ofnations and in the leadership
ot Africa,” he said. (NAN)

PIC: NAN

DG NACA promises adequate information on HIV/AIDS

PROF. John [doko, Director-
General, National Agency for
the Control of AIDS(NACA),
has said that the organisation’s
National Call Centre for infor-
mation access will be ready by
March. ,

Idoko, who made the dis-
closure in Abuja to the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), said
the centre wolld enable Nigeri-
ans to get adequate information
on HIV and AIDS.

The aim is to make it easier
for Nigerians to access informa-
tion on HIV and AIDS and the
calls are going to be free,

~ "We have procured an El
line that is capable of handlmg
30 simultaneous voice calls an
two data lines.

. "'The centre has the poten-
tial for 30 counsellors to talk to
30, callers simultaneously,” he

said.
[doko told NAN that NACA

would collaborate with the
FRCN network to ensure the
success of the project.

He explained that the part-
nership would enable Nigerians
to have access to necessary infor-
mation and added callers who
would opt for privacy would not
be connected fo the network.

He said the aﬂ]ency was also
collaborating with another net-
work to ensure adequate pub-
licity and success of the project,

and therefore, urged all other
networks to join in‘'the initiative.
" To receive counselling,
referral services, know the near-
est place for treatment, you can
call'on the numbers.
Since we are looking for-
ward to_an integrated "pro-
%ramme Issues on reproductive
ealth, TB' (tuberculosis) and
malaria are the things we would
expand the scopes oTthe project
to cover,” Idoko said. (NAN)

Bomb suspect may not have begun trip in Ghana

A Nigerian charged with tryi_n%
blow up a U.S. passenger je
Christmas Day may not have

gun his journéy in" Ghana, a
Ghanaian airport official said on
aturday.

Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab
had been thought to have started
hisjourney on December 24, tak-
mq a Lagos-Amsterdam fh%ht,
bu ng_erla said on Thursday
he had Tirst flown from Accra to

Lagos.
Abdulmutallab, 23, has been

charged with t_ryin?_to blow up
Northwest Airlines flight 253 as It
approached Detroit from Amster-
dam with almost 300 people on

oard,
“The fact that he possibly
boarded a Virgin Nigeria flight
from Accra to” Lagod does fot
mean he began his joyrney in
Ghana as is bem?\I_cIalme by
some officials in Nigeria,” said
Yaw Kwakwa, deputy managing
director of Ghana Airports. ° |
Nigerian Information Min-

ister Dora Akunyili said on
Thursday the ,suspect took a Vir-
%m ngDerla f||%h from Accra to

agos Defore hoarding a KLM
flight from there to Amsterdam.
Hé began his {ourne In Ghana
and spent less than 30 minutes at
La%)s airport, she said.

e chanﬁed nlanes at Amster-
dam’ Schiphol airport and flew to
Detroit. Nigerian and Dutch offi-
cials have gjiid he_Fassed through
the normal’securi >rs_creen|ngs at
Lagos and Schiphol airports.

“We realised (he) probably
could have been in Ghana... sowe
heightened our security checks,
but'that does not mean he began
Q&Isdplans from Ghana,” Kwakwa

Ghana tightened security
checks at Accras Kotoka Inter-
national Airport the d&y after
Abdulmutallab’s arrest, Kwakwa
said, but no decision had been
taken on whether to use body
scanners. Explosives were found
strapped to his leg. Reuters
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Bornojudiciary
workers call-off strike

From Yahaya Ibrahim, Maiduguri

THE Judiciary Staff Union of
Nigeria (JUSUN), Borno State
chapter has called-off the two
month old strike embarked
upon by judiciary workers
across the country over the non
Implementation of the Consoli-

dated Judiciary Salary Structure
(CONJUSS) by many state gov-
erngrs.

The chairman of the state
chapter Isiaku Jaafar who sPoke
with our correspondent at the
weekend said Governor Al
Modu Sheriffhad a ?roved the
implementation of the salary

Funding of education

From Mustafa Abubakar, Morin

THE Director General of the
National Institute of Policy and
_Strate?w Studies (NIPSS) Kuru
in Plateau State Professor Danfu-
lani Ahmed has said that fund-
ing of education in the country is

appalllneg. _ _
“Professor Danfulani who said
this in Ilorin, Kwara State while
speaking on a Radio Kwara per-

sonality interview programme.
“Playirig Host” said it would be
a good idea if the Federal Gov-
ernment could set aside hetween
N100 and N200 billion as a sus-
Pended account for education in
hecountrg.

He saitl the money could be
used to pay lecturers’ salaries,
{)rowde inffastructures and also
ake care ofthe needs of students.

Professor Danfulani who also

structures with effect from this
month“urgmgiall|tsmembersto
resume worktoday.

“The governar has incjuded
the new salary structure in the
budget ?resented to the state
House of Assembly and is await-
ing approval. So after due consul-
tafion, we decided to suspend the
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two months old strike” he said.

. Itwould be recalled that judi-
ciary workers across the country
in October last year embarked
on an indefinite’strike over the
refusal of some states governors
to implement the néw salar

structure approved by the Fed-
eral Government.

appalling-NIPSS DG

lamented that presently Nige-
rian degrees were like ordindry
pieces of papers said the_ sus-
pended account if well utilized
wouldboostthe quality of degrees
awarded by the nation’ institu-
tions and improve the skills of
graduates, _

- He said there was no nation
in the world that would be bet-
ter than Nigeria if the leaders
and followgrs were committed

to its development. Speaking on
the activities of NIPSS, Danfu-
lani said at inception in_ 1979,
it had only twelve participants
but today, it had produced 3340
mcludm% three ;
State and first class traditional
rulers. Professor Danfulani com-
mended the Federal Government
for setting aside a substantial
amountto'run the institute in the
»010 budget.

slamic group gives female students scholarships

From Yemi Bamidelejlbadan

AN Islamic %ro%," Muslim
Ummah in South West Nigeria
(MUSWEN) has awarded sthol-
arship to sixfemale undergradu-
ates studying Medicine in terti-
ary institutigns across the coun-
try with a view to reducing the

dearth of female Muslim medi-
cal personnel. While maintain-
ing that the scholarship award
shall be on_a yearly basis, th
Executive Secretary of MUS-
WEN Prof. Daud Noibi said the
award was instituted by MUS-
/EN to encourage ‘Muslim
girls contribute their quota to

the advancement ofthe society.

He said the scholarship
was facilitated by the Sultan of
Sokoto Alhaji Abubakar Saad
in the bid to promotedg|rl-c_h|_ld
education and to reduce illit-
eracy and ignorance among the
wonen folk.

Noibi noted that the Sultan

had at the launch of MUSWEN
in 2007 urged Muslims groups
and philanthropists to enipower
the girl-child through proper
education,

He said the awardees were
selected from a list of 100 appli-
cants. He enjoined the henefici-
aries to live up to expectation.

ast Heads of

'Quelea birds
abound
In Sokoto'

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

8UELEA birds are too many in
okoto and more needs to be done
to eradicate them, the Director of
Produce in the state Ministry of
é\grlculturr]e A|héijl Atiku Ladan
ayyinna has said. _
yﬁl/e sald this after the aerial
spray of Quelea birds in Wurno
and “Goronyo areas of the state.
The exercise was carried out by
officials of the Federal and state
Ministries of Agriculture.

“The Federal Government
has always assisted the state in
the control of the birds, but |
want to say that the situation is
getting out ofhand and we need
more chemicals to ensure effec-
tive control because there are too
mar%”,he said. .

rhe Zonal Field Control
Officer ofthe Federal Ministry of
Agriculture in charge of Sokoto,
Kebbi and1Zamfara_ States who
led the team said, “The number
ofbirds we saw there is unbeliev-
able .The birds are too many, but
we can assure you that this action
taken bY the government would
reduce the population of Quela
birds there”.

6 Sokoto state
pilgrims died
during 2009
Hajj In Saudi
Arabia

ALHAJI Abdullahi Malgwandu,

the Special Adviser to Sokoto State

Governor on PllﬁrlmsAffalrs has

said that six of the 6,750 Muslim
ilgrims from the state in the 2009
a”rdled in Saudi Arabia,

he official said in Sokoto yes-
terday that four died in Makkah
and two in Medinah. He also said
thatthose who died were men and
that they were buried in the places
they died according to the djrec-
tives of Saudi Arabian authorities.
The official said that out of 7,000
ngeopIe, Who Pald their Haja_fares,

50 could not travel to Saudj Ara-
bia due to the reduction of seats
allotted to the state by the National
Hajj Commission ofNigeria,

Those seats. were reduced
from the allocation of the state
by the Commission following
the directive by the Saudi Ara-
bian authorities during the Hajj,”
Maigwandu said, and added
that"all the state’ pilgrims had
been transported home.He com-
mended Gov. Aliyu Wamakko for
his financial and moral supPort
which ensured the success ot the
[J|Igr|mage and also commended

he’ Federal Government for its
contributions to the success ofthe
p||g‘r|mﬁ?e._

[Tths is done, almost all the
problems associated with  the
conduct ofthe annual Hajj will be
solved,” he noted. (NAN)
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Fake DPR staff

nabbed In Kad

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

A man who claimed to he a staff
of-the Department of Petroleum
Resources (DPR), Rahiu Abdul-
lahi, was at the weekend arrested
In Kaduna State while trying to
extort mone_P/,from operators of
the Kabee Filling station.
Abdullahi who claimed to be
a200-level student ofthe Kaduna
State Polytechnic, Zaria was at the

same filling station some weeks

a?o and he was given N 10,000

after he introduced himselfas a
PR staff, .

The station manager, Mansur
Ibrahim, said when™ Abdullahi
first came to their station, he
Introduced himselfas a DPR offi-
cial and that he needed money
because his wife had a problem
which required operation.

When he came the second

time after some weeks, he told us
the same thing and that ifwe assist
him, we can be selling our fuel at
any price and this iswhy | sus-
gected that he was impersonating.
ol drew the attention ofthe D
office and the police, he said.
The cab driver who took
the suspect to the petrol station
told our correspondent that the
impostor told him that he was
going to Kaduna to see someone

WHEEL barrow pushers awaiting returnee passengers at Utako motor park, Abuja, yesterda

'Only first timers'll perform next hajj’

From Auwaiu Umar, Kano

SEVENTY percent of the pil-
grims who_will perform. next
Years haf|11 in Saudi Arabia are
hose who have never done it
and that was probably why Saudi
authorities insisted on thé usage
ofe-passports by all pilgrims for
the just-concluded liajj, Director
General of the Kano State Pil-
grlms’WeIfare Board Alhaji Sani
awan Kofar Mata has said.

Kofar Mata told newsmen in
Kang at the weekend that jt was
Saudi (ﬁovernmenté resolution
that at least 70% of pilgrims for
next )(]ears hajj would be peo[)le
who have never performed the
exercise. He said Saudi authori-
ties observed that more than half
of the pilgrims who performed
hajj every year had done jt several
times and’it was only fair to give
first timers a chance. ,

He said the e-passport did not

Kwara to retire

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE Kwara State Head of Serv-
ice Alhay Dabarako Moham-
med yesterday said in line with
the “Federall Government’s

civil service reforms, the state
would this month retire 471
officers. o

~ Dabarako said while field-
ing questions from news-
men that the affected officers
include senior civil servants

Pose any problem contrary to
he fears'earlier expressed béfore
the start of the hajj operations in
Nigeria. He said the travel docu-
meént was onlg used for entry into
the holy land, saying the pass-
Port atfachment Introduced by
he National Hajj Commission of
Nigeria (NAHCON) was issued to
R/l]lgnms for local movements in

ecca and Medina. _

On pilgrims’ conduct in the
holy land,”Kofar Mata said pil-

and agreed to pay N 1,200 for the

trip,
, P, When we reached the sta-
tion, he_told me to park and he
rushed inside the station, When
| asked for my money, he told me
to be patient that the person he
came to see will bring the money,”
he said. ¢ _ _
_ThesusRectsaldh_ewa53|mply
asking for help, not |mﬁerson_at-
Ing DPR as claimed by the station
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grims’ officials encountered a lot
ofproblem while screening female
pilgrims to identify the pregnant
onés and ensure thiat they do not
perform the exercise.But'accord-
Ing to him, pregnant women
deceived medical doctors assigned
to screen them as they often Sub-
mitted the wrong uririe samples.,

~He maintained that the deci-
sion to han all pregnant women
from hajj was based on health
grounds.

471 officers

among whom are permanent
secretaries who have sqent
eightyears on levels 14to 17,
Tofill the space that would
be created, he said the state
governor had a(%)roved the
recruitment of 1,000 persons.

He maintained that those
concerned would be given
three months in lieu of notice.
He added that the present
administration would ensure
that civil servants are trained
invarious relevant fields.

NEWS

una

manager. _ _

Head of Public Affairs of the
Kaduna Zonal office of DPR
Mohammed Saidu, Bulama said
they had been getting reports of
Impersonation “from™filling sta-
tion owners since the fuel scar-
city started, _

He advised station managers
to insist on seemt% the Identity
Cards ofall DPR staff that come
to them.

Doma

condoles
IBB

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

NASARAWA State Governor
Aliyu Akwe Doma has con-
doled former President [brahim
Babangida over the death of his
wife, Maryam.

In a condolence letter to the
former president at the weekend,
Governor Doma expressed shock
over the death, describing Mar-
yam asan iconwho impacted pos-
itively on the lives of Nigerians,
partiCularly the less privileged,
women and children through'her
wt project, Better Life forRural

omen

Domaadded that the late Mrs,
Babangidawas an epitome ofper-
sonal candor, charm and humility
who bro_uqht dignity to the office
ofthe First Lady. ~.

The goverrior said the death
was a monumental loss, not only
to, the Babangida family, but
Nigeria as a nafion. He urged the
former president to take™solace
in the worthy life she lived and
the indelible” footprints she left
behind and prayed Allah to com-
fort and ?lve him the fortitude to
bear the foss.

GOV Aliyu Akwe Doma of
Nasarawa State



Terror attack: Lawyer wants
fair trial for suspect

By Abbas Jimoh

man ofthe Muslim L asers Association o A

should also be allowed accessto 1777 -
r*BSarnstterAhpgﬁd,lvi/ho_mslsotheGuen
THE United Stateshasbeen urged to ensure eora] ere aryo esamlfg”d%whurt%up]

Wididhei bt Earouk ANGUMB, B

thanksgiving service held in Lagos House, yesterday

" ooVt

said

succeed in
andpeqmpments out

the aII“1qed bombing plot, Barrister Ahmad
here are questions that must e
answered b% his accusers, how can Farouk
eatin trhe Sec rltrfo?onn%I

_ It eing detected;
his father had reported he was missing, or

achieve ano

detecte

over a month before he was paraded’as a

$sing reservations that
Farook could have been a mastermind of

cans'

was done to Afghanistan and Iraq on flimsy

and baselestsn exCcuses, or

eraim elsewhere and Farouk
tobeusedasa scaPegoat?

He said, “Wha

we heard is that he"may

hi*a“ersagamst'ta*U™'andInternational
laws and provisions," he said.

PIC: OLADIPUPO ODUNEWU 3 d|e dunng NeW Year
celebration in Lagos

Niaerian students condemn foiled US terror act

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE National President of the
National Association of Nigeria Stu-
dents F]NAN_SA Comrade Im Ememo-
pong has said the alleged attempt to
blow up a US passenger plane by a
ngerlan does not reflect the attitude
ofatrue Nigerian student.

~ Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, 23,
Isheing charged with trying to bomb
the US plang, which took off from
Amsterdam on Christmas day. -

o iy

gbseud Nigerian stu
have always been gaod ambassado

A i .
of Nigeria and appealed to &ﬂ% |HE%F-
national community to avoid any
action that will tarnish the image ot

N'C d : “Itis really sad and what
concerns us asNANS isthatthe action

should not be viewed that oh thlg iSa
representation of a Nigerian student.
No' This is a distance case. This is a
small case which cannot representthe

_ “Over the years weVe had Nige-
rian students “studying abroad who
have come back to ecomevery?reat
ﬁeople. Some have stayed back intheir

ost countries and hdve done greatly.

Kano parents decry deviant attitudes

.. :
PARENTS jn Kano have decried
increasing deviant attitudes among
the youth'and many blame the situ
tion"on access to the Internet and sat-

ellite television. :
t!Qllallam éahhu Ahmad, aresident
of _Gwangiwazo quarters in Kano Ci y,
said youths had unrestrained access
to foreign values through the Inter

netHe noted that the government
in collaboration with parents must

check the trend and prevﬂent%oung
people from becom ing racica
Alhaji Umar Muhammad ot
Farawa area of the city said ‘| face
alot of problem controlling my five
male children because of peer influ-

en°He said all his children were male
and ke_e_mgi them at home was a
very difficult task, adding that they
betiaved in ways that conformed to

the attitudes ottheir friends.

We have Nigerian students who are
makm%he mark the world over.

“Sowe are advising and urging th
worldnotto do awidé m isrepresenta-
tion which will begin to affect others.
We have begun to hear s°me SUﬂ%&S
tions that more restrictions should be
made as to student visas, Re stated.

" The NANS President added. 1he
international community should
note, like they know, that most of the
hl%]_her learning classes of their ins i-
tutions, most masters’ class are domi-
nated up to 60 per cent by N‘ge_nans
and that is helping the world in no
small measure.

Another resident, Malam Habibu
Ismﬁﬂ&ﬂ&cribed the situation as
“very disturbing” saying that young-
sters, especiallyboys, preferred foot-
ball and other'naughty behaviour

~He however advised parents to
join hands and watch qver their chil-
dren for effective results rather than
allow them to be formed by outside
influence. (NAN)

THE Lagos State police
command on Sunday said
that although the New Year
holidays were crime and cri-
sis free, three deaths were

recqrded.

(Mjr Frank Mba, the
command Public Relations
%fﬁcert (EPRO), disclosed

is yesterday.

R;Ieba sa|c¥ the deaths were
;_ecordebd from accidents and
ire guthreak.

chor(?#]g to Mba, there
were three fire incidents and
an ss-year-old- woman was
allegedly chockedto death m
her'tamily house on January
2 by one Ofthese. ;

He said that the womans
death was recorded at agout
11.30 am at No. 14, Odug-
ate Street, Alga Ikorodu,
adding that a a({jvw,hosus-
tained injuries during this
fire outhreak was taken to

hOSWzli' said that that the
deceased was buried same

day according to Muslims
rite, stressing that the fire
was Stésk?ectedd}o I.har\]/te been
caused by candle light.

The _E(PRO sau? that two
other fire outbreaks were
recorded in Victoria Island
and Itire areas without loss "

OfIIRﬁ'ba said that on New
Year day, ayet to be identi-
fied driver ran over a two-
year-old boy at Maryland
areaandtheboy died on the

SIDOf—le said that another
person lost his life on the
same day ashe was hitby a
car while on a commercial
motorcycle with two other

PN said thatthe

deceased died in hospital
whilehis co- as_sen{qerswere
responding to tifeament.

~Mba warned motorcy-
clists against overloading
and driving against traffic.
(NAN)

| Permsec advocates resource
| mapping for development

PERMANENT Secretary of
the Federal Health Ministry
Mr Linus Awute yesterday
in Abuja stressed the need
to empbrace resource map-
ping in order to accelerate
economic development,
~ Awute said that the ini-
tiative would helg ngerl-
ans appreciate tne valle of
resources in the country.
He said: “We have not
taken time as a nation to
appreciate the value of the
resqurces that we have.
“The only time tfo
show appreciation to the
resources that we have is
when we go into deliberate

e [ n&?&ﬁ!&@?'resource

and the one that constitutes
Instrument for economic
development is the human

resoyrce,”
Rwute described
resource mapping as a

ethod .of collating and
mottmgmtformaﬁon%nthe

occurrence, distribution,
access and use of resources
within the economic and
cultural domain of a spe-
mﬂ?_lcommumw. .

e urged Nigerians to
always think of what they
could do to add value to
the nation’s vision rather
than focus only on what
they,coul?( et %ut of It.

Look at the vision ot
the nation and think about
what to contribute that will
add vaue to what govern-
ment i doing to achieve
this wision.

, 0se of us who are
in the public_sector have
the responsibility of giving
the right integration for
the economic vision ofthis
nation,” Awutg said.

“He stressed the need tor
Nigerians to have the H?ht
attitude and mindset forthe
development of the coun-
try. (NAN)
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Aku Uka loses
brother

By Shehu Abubakar

THE death has been
announced of Mallam
Shuaibu Shishi Angyu
Masa-lbi of Wukari i
Taraba State. _

Mr Abdulmumin San-
?arl_ of the International
nstitute . of Journalism,
Abuja said Mallam Shaibu
died after a protracted ill-
ness in his hometown
Wukari. He is a halder of
the National Civil_ War
Medal and other military
honours.

Born on March 15,

From Muhammad Bello, Port
Harcourt

RIVERS State Governor
Chibuike Amaechi has
approved the appointment
of the Amanyanaho of
Kalahari King Theophilus
Princewill as the new chair-
man of the state council of
traditional rulers. _

. This follows the expira-
tion ofatwo term tenure of

1945, Mallam Shuaibu
was the District Head of
Wukari. The deceased
who was the younger
brother to the traditional
ruler of Wukari, the Aku
Uka of Wukari, Mallam
Shekarau Angyu Masa-
Ibi Kinda-Kuvyo 11, is
survived by 3 wives and
25 children’

The retired Army
officer and one time
Private Secretary to the
Wukari traditional coun-
cil, has since been bur-
ied In accordance with
Islamic rights.

Princewill to head
Rivers Traditional
Rulers Councill

Eze Chukumela Nnam Obi
I, the Oba of Ogbaland.
Governor Amaechi who
announced the appoint-
ment in Port Harcourt at
the annual state banquet
to_usher in the New Year
said the decisjon was in
compliance with the law
e_stabllshlnq the Tradi-
tional Rulers Council
which stipulates a one year
renewable tenure.

Emir of Kano
to commission
mosque in Auchi

From Vincent Egunyannga, Benin

NEWS

FROM left: Former House of Representatives Speaker Pius Anyim, Nasarawa State Governor Aliyu Akwe Doma, Niger
Statedeputygovernor Ahmed Musa Ibeto and EmirofMinna Alhaji Umar Faruk Bahago (right) atthe 7th day prayers
forlate Mrs Maryam Babangida in Minna, Niger State on Saturday.

Displaced Nasarawa
community residents

return home

said to have been killed in the clash before the Army
and police were deployed to the area. Governor Aliyu
Akwe Doma who led"a tearh to the community last
week called on the people to return and rebuild, sayin
government had made arrangements to provide relie
and security. o

“| commiend the efforts of public spirited individuals
and grganizations who have heeded to the call to help the
people’in their moment of distress”, he said.

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

RESIDENTS ofUdeni Gida community ofNasarawa Local
Government Area of Nasarawa State who left the village
following a clash between farmers and cattle rearers on
December 18, 2009 have started returning home. This
comes as the state government invests N23 million to pro-
vide religffor the people. _

Over 70 persons including; women and children were

Federal Poly Bauchi gets new Rector

EMIR of Kano Alhaji Ado Bayero is to commission
the Arafat mosque in Auchi, Edo State, Friday. The
%ereﬁr]ogy IS part of activities to mark this "year’s
uchi Day.
A stater)rqent signed bY Alhaji Usman Abudah on behalf

of theQtaru of Auchi Athaji Aliru H. Momoh, Ikelebe 111,

said. this years Auchi Day celebration which is the 13th
edition was shifted from December to January to coincide
with the commemoration of the national Quran recita-
tion competition. _ _

The occasion will include a lecture titled Basic Facts
about the Glorious Quran’bythe Chief Imam of Auchi
and the Dean of the Faculty'of Arts University of florin
Professor Zakariya Oseni. Edo State Governor Adams Oshi-
omhole is the Chief Host whilethe Speaker ofthe Edo
ggatteh eHﬁgSste of Assembly Zakawanu Garba is expected to

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE Federal Government has approved the apPomtment
0fDr. Shuaibu Muhammad Musa ofthe Agricultural Engi-
neering Programme ofthe Abubakar Tafdwa Balewa Uni-
vers%y, Bﬁ_uc I as the new Rector of The Federal Polytech-
nic, Bauchl.

A 1981 graduate ofABricuItur_aI Technology from the
University 0fMaiduguri, Dr, Shuaibu Musa obfained Mas-
ters and Doctorate degrees in Agricultural Soil and Water
Enrqlneer,m? and Irrigation En?meerlng from the Cran-
field Institu eof_Technolo%m he United Kingdom.

A statement signed b?/_ Jubaka (
the Registrar of the institution said Dr Shuaibu Musa Is
a fellow of the ngenan Society of Engineers and nge-
rian Institution of Agricultural Engineers. The new Rector

ubakar El-Sadiq on behalf of

joined the University ofMaiduguri as a Graduate Assistant
In 1982 and rose to the position‘ofsenior lecturer before his
appointment as Rector ofthe Bauchj State owned

Abubakar_Tatari Ali Polytechnic, where he served
between 1997 and 1998: , ,

_In 1998, Dr. Shuaibu Musa was appointed Commis-
sioner for Education. He later returned to the Tatari Ali
Polytechnic as Rector till 2005.Until his appointment Dr.
Musa who is an Associate Professor was the Head of the
Agfrlcultural Engineering Pro%_ramme of the Abubakar
Tarawa Balewa University, Bauchiwhere he hasbeen super-
vising Masters and Docforal candidates since 2005,

The new Rectorwas born on January 5th, 1958 in Dog-
onjejivillage of Jamaare Local Government Area of Bauchi
8ta%e. I-flf|satpp0|ntmentwh|ch is for four years takes imme-

late effect.

KOBA concludes prayers for Yar'adua

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE prayer/fasting organized by the Keffi Old Boys Asso-
ciation (KOBA) led by the Emir of Keffi Alhajf| Moham-
med Chindo Yamusa for the quick recovery ot President
Yaradua came to an end at the weekend with the emir
expressing optimism that the two week supplications

would notbe in vain. o o ,
President Yaradua who is still receiving treatment in
Saudi Arabia wasa student ofthe school between 1965 and
1969. KOBA President retired Major General Emmanuel
Abisoye was not at the prayer session, but the acting Presi-
dent General Alhaji Muhammadu Ari Gwaska and the Sec-
retary General Shamsudeen Abubakar were present.

Theemircalled on ngerlans fo continue to pray, saying
nothing was impossible for Allah. _

“The Almighty listens to prayers and | believe strongly
that He will not letus down,” he said.

Acting President General Gwaska said the programme
\(,:Voal?n?rlf/o organized to seek God* intervention for the



SHUAIBU Amqdu

Amodu optimistic,
as Eagfé&s land
In S/Africa

I have %one through the
Shuaibu mo U rfeleased
- -member Eagles team list fo
ngola.. Iobserved thata rolific
stn er and the hope of Nigeria
In the tournament as well &5 the
World Cup which is to_come is
missing. | am wondering wh}/
Ikechukwu, Uche who plays well
alongside his brother Kalu Uche is
noton thatlist. Isitthat the skilful
striker 1S injured or what is it that
Iswrong with him atthe moment
that necessitated his not being
mcluded in the team7
Comf or@Lawa
¢_eneka@yakoo.com

Mother of blind
baby struggles to

see gov's wife

This shows how our heaIth
care system has really decag
Our leaders should do’somet
urgent because going abroad for
their treatmentwill not stop them
from dying.

|Fmam|484@yahoo.com
Nigerian doctor
impregnated girls
and sold the babies'

This Nigeria born doctor
Impregnating %rrls and seIIrn%
their babies s the most wicke
act I have everheard of. He should
face all the charges as enumerated.

Shaq%am%t%@yahoo com

SAN rationalises
Kutigi's swearing-in

of Katsina-Alu

No amount ofrationalization can
explain, solve, drsplaceorref)lacethe
convention mtheNrgenan Hals 5-
tem and the contrition is that
{Jresrdent swears in anew ChrefJus
ice ofthe Federation. Indeed major-
Ity of the associate judges of the
Supreme Court stayed away from
the sweannﬁ ceremony, because
they know that in procedural law,
legislations are of less importance
a5 a Quide, than the general con-
ventions, which are norms & legal
customs that quard our practice of
con,\sltrtutronal aw in Nigeria.
nasrrusuwarg gmail.com

6,000mw: We are sorr%/
I

Petroleum Ministrie

We aretired ofempty promises.
%?n@'eserOOS@yahoo com

At least a government in
tgferra IS accepting blame for
its

arIurﬁ Apolog%/ acc&%ed[%t

by 2011...and Mr Minister,

ﬁg{a%logrze heresHe need to
trag e lames.

mus ap[haabdauP aniT9@yahoo.

COMytekkkkkkkokk

"It is still unbelievable that the

Federal Government could not
to meet up to its promises, What
does it take meet the yearnings of
the masses? | believe'it is the self-
ishinterest ofvery few individuals
that |smak|ngth|saprpedream

Umar E t
umarahm@minnigeria.net

Thank you, Mr Vice Presi-
dent for your show of maturrty,

your mlagnanrmrty andl c%rage
“rS A WX pyo:

achieve better resultg hext tife
because it seems you have a sin-
cere heart. Others would have
been trading blame like the Power
and Petroléum ministries. It is
cIear that they are the ones frus-
tratrngNrgen nsand Xoure ots
I thinaswi
tainly change in Nigeria sooner

than later. May God help us!!

The tragedy

Great piece! ...Really enlight-

Ptgnow Farouk believed he was
dorngtherrrqhtthrngandthateve
ryone would not understand. Its
atragedy how he qotto that state
of mind. I'm sure the older more
educated terrorists found it easy
to manrpulatesomeonesearchrng
for answers. Do the}/ also believe
they ¢ are on the right path? Is sui-

crdlr_e Lﬂt
arouk has been given a sec-
and chance, | hape fhat moying

0gy tendered bg our sick Presr
dentbut the trading ofblames by
the Power and Petroleum Minis-

trregerﬁérrnlafcepta eIe who steal

mandates may never be able to
deliver good Services to the peo-

rpérazrl are r%\ﬂ}r]rh‘\r%%*rerrXJN Bec Use

the tenure of their productive
President isjust one year left with
one of them" complaining that “if
the tenure of the President ends
by next year can the new leader
marntarntheIeveIofdeveIopment
roug y the out-going Presi-
dent " That IS what true service
In lea ershrB means.

Engr. Baba Shehu
LS

At least somebody has owned
up. That isheing responsive.

Cha ebola@yahoo com A
| .am not perplexed b\y the in 'pnt

to m tthe 6000 mega watts tar-
r}; his 1S what ietg/e expected
rom the start,

E‘i%h U

Well, that is Nrg{]errrayfowere

option rather t P

lead hrm back from the abyss he is

resentl
P ?n LYNdanusa

f T J L
19, wrth the last statement. By

fee 2000

a product of chronic depression

suicmc; ~
O z S z

i*TM
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ade blames

VICE President Goodluck Jonathan

Fartres cannot resolve the faults,
etthem be reshuffled. Nigerians
are tired of unwarranted excuses.

Itistime to put capable hands in
c argeofouraffarrs

f ﬁapasc algyahoo com *

Apology certainly is good
but |pn th?sycase it |s¥rot engugh

becaue Ige”r??ort%? tgreen
Prof. M-Garba
£52=

=jkk«

of the Mutallabs

u/rth hrm in my prayers.
mr\rar'dayay@yahoo com

You cannot say he is not a

& koesnt even have the chance
-basicrbanry?

Vice President Nigerians did not
even helieve the promise in the
first instance.

JgKngéélﬂ&@xg 00.0

The Vice President, Goodluck
Jonathan, has shown his true
quality as a servant of the Nr%
nan peope by tendering ¢
ﬁ oyeT iy admrmstratron

iven by Nigerians
andwe should%ookfo)rlwar% to the

efforts being made in this respect.
Mohammed Alimu

m.alimu@yahoo.com

aday, talk less ofgettrng the con-
gnre([ratronal prayérs) 1"do hope’
we will all fearn abro lesson
from this and! also haveto com-
miserate with those ofus who for
one reason or the other have to go
through the U.K or U.S airports

»S «W u”lr [We t%wﬁrgﬁbﬁ?ﬁr

S AL S u -
poltical Ieadershrp as awhole.

Yar'adua: Criminal gang governs Nigeria illegally, says NDM

Which media outfit said Yaradua

PRESIDENT Yar'adua

never signed the budget? I saw it with

my eyes on a Saudi TeIevrsron (KSA2
néws head

Nigeria presrdentsrgnsbudget In Saudr

hospital.

line on Tuesday. It read’

What does National Democratic
Movement (NDM) want to teII us? Mr
President is not in King Faisal Hospi-

%&hg Research Cen ernJeddah7 Eh
upp ementary pproprratron

wasnt signed?

AlL,
umaraﬁz@gmarl.com

Mo khtar Khaljel G
unc eklé? otma“com
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By Peter Alexander Egom

Ibrahim Tahir: Mallam of Mallams (1)

Contd.from last Friday.

uthave mercy on this 21 year
old! The new world ofimpe-
al Cambridge was so ovey-
bearingly tempting that | did
ot even want to trx to_resist

nd so, mont ]
yselfdrifting and floatlnﬁ
e my erstwhile Roman Cat

and religious moorln%s 8 | dug into the
worldlyfreedom of Cambridge. | had
been,brought up to believe in the Blessed
Trinity and to attend mass every Sunda

and on every holy day of obligation, But,
within twelve months, the powerful lure
ofthe very irreligious and very secular
air of Cambridge had turnedme into
a secular reed shaken by the wind and
with no clear spiritual anchor to steady
my life, | had simply been derailed by
Cambridge into a spiritual mess. Ang it
wasonly Some thirty years after my going

He was, indeed, a
consummate actor
and an impresario,
to booth,

down from Cambridge that God gave me
the grace to crawl out of that spiritual
mes$ and to recover my faith in Christ.
But, this was not a Rr,oblem that |
could broach with lbrahim ben Tahir
then or later when 1 gt to know him
better. And, this was S0 for two reasons.
One, he was ofthe Muslim faith. And,
two, my cloge studYthls religious com-
ings and Bgom_gs atthattime told me that
secular Britain was also making serious
inroads into his Islamic religious piety.
But, he seemed to have rebounded ear-
lierthan 1 did. For, by May 1974 when
| was his guest, also at Kings where he
Was now om[anhD In Social Anthro-
Pology on Isfamic Sufism in Nigeria,
brafiim ben Tahir was all Allahu Akbar
every so often.

owever, Ihrahim ben Tahir was
im nseIK relevant to me in
Olid to the second matter that

ra flq

h®herT should be an urban-and-

W
ish-centred and gutward-looking Nige-
rian or to_be a village-and-Nigeria-cén-
tred and inward-looking Nigerian. For
In mmouthfu! colonial Yiears, mainly at
rural Nsukka in Eastern Nigeria, | had
been brought up to look at Britain as the
be-all and end-all ofhuman civilization
and ofwhatever one could desire to be
In life. The |mFI|cat|on ofthis was that
| was made to look down on everything
native, Nigerian and African and {0
look up to everything foreign and Brit-
ish. But, in the twelve months omeflrst
year at Cambridge, | began to see, to my
utter distress and embarrassment, tht
the colonial propaganda of see Britain
and die was a colossal exercise in decep-
tion. And, so, ifthe Britain that colonial
and post-colonial propaganda had led

e worldly things that it had to meét. And I'now found myselfin a
h by month, | sgvsta]!%'w of trouble with regard to my
oIicsgthma

964. The issue heré was w

me to believe should be at the centre
of my social, economic, political and
cultural life soon turned out, ynder my
close gaze and experience, to be an old
tired émpire that was falling apart at al|
of ifs seams, what then was'| supposed

do? Britain, | felt, had simply betrayed

anchor and bearings and what
e the social be-all and end-all of
what | should desire to be in life. And, it
was at this gun_cture of my despair over
the fact that Britain did not have the type
ofcultural integrity | wanted at the cen-
tre of my life on this earth that [brahim
ben Tahir camg to become, without his
ever knowing it, m?/cultural pathfinder
at Cambridge and thereafter,

This Ibrahim ben Tahir, my Mallam
of Mallams, was a man of many excel-
lent parts, He charmed his way through
h|%h and low social circles at Cambridge
with his urbanity and his sense for what
every moment required in order to go
like Clockwork. He was, indeed, a con-
summate actor and an impresario, to
booth, who kept minute check on how
everything around him was panning
out. But, orahim ben Tahir was, by nd
means, a schemer.

n the contrary, he was too large-
Ated and‘generous for that.

. He qvays wanted to please and
tqbe liked i that is why his psycho-

up signes ofbudding dissent here
anseaere 2 then to quickly go to work
fo {0 Into agreeable mgnals of
laughter and assent. That was the Ibra-
him ben Tahir that | knew and liked.
And, what Rartlcularly endeared
Ibrahim ben Tahir to me was that he
was never fazed by any intellectual sit-
uation. The depth and breadth of his
mind and learning aI_waYs gave him
the elbow-room to wriggle out of any
tight intellectual position that any ofhis
many adversaries often soughtto throw
at him. And, the mqre he Vanquished
the many shallow minds which souPht
to trap him with intellectual bagatelles,
the more the fury his daunting person-
ality evoked amo_nq those Africans in
Cambridge who, in‘lhrahim ben Tahirs
candid opinion, came there, as quintes-

red me to declare mystand in Gefpial British cultural toadies, to seebut

i hethet 1o find, to accept handouts but not

sholld choose to become a Britishtaiselect and choose the real Mac Coy of
tur toad%/ orto be afull-blooded Mﬁ%?
0 ethnic and cultural origiuD

tone$ leisure and pr_omptm%. hig
y lbrahim ben Tahir was the real

lock to many an African student,
un er?raduate and post-graduate aljke,
In our time at Cambridge. For t_h_eK
knew that he_thou%ht they were Britis
cultural toadies who had"an uncritical
attitude to the British wa¥ of life. And,
itdid not help matters that Ibrahim ben
Tahirwas where all these British cultural
toadieswanted to be in the high societies
of Cambridge, London and wherever in
the British dristocracy. But, here was an
Ibrahim ben Tahirwho did not set much
store on where he was in British society.
The new Mallam at Kings was telling
them to their faces that they were betray-
!n? African values and culture. And this
is the essential Ibrahim hen Tahir that
meant and means so much to me.

Concluded. _

E%)m, aconsultantpublisher, wrote
from NILA, Lagos.

Hi
Adamu Adamu

adamuadamu@dailytrust.com

Mrs. Maryam Babangida (1948 - 2009)

ith the death of Mrs.  dominating them. The more they dom-
aryam Babangida inated men the more thex were domi-
ast “week, Nigeria  nated by women: but if she had domi-
lost an icon—a rp_er- nated Babangida, the nation would be
sonable former First  hard rﬁ]u to _Froduce the evidence for
Lady, a believer in whq% erfamg!iaryam was too smooth
values and a_sane and [\ﬁ vocasdeave any tell-tale S|gns of
forwomens rights. Marygm éﬂ fcpeon the nature and direc-
_ that transformed—or domematetipuiblee policy during her hus-
environment, She was a public-spirited  band tenure. Except, perhaps In the
doer and achiever, and \_/eryenergetlc In  creation ofthe National Women Centre
Bursunofcauses shebelieved in. Shewill  which some say was |nsF|red byher BLP,
e much missed, _ orinthe creation of Delta Staté in which
The nation first took notice of her  almost everyone said he saw her hand.
when she became the president of the If the National Women Centre was
N|?,er|an Army Officers’ Wives Asso-  her idea, and probably it was, she really
ciation, NAOWA, and wasted no time  deserved commendation; and that
in turning the office into an effective  should be accepted as evidence of her
weapon for the mobilization and bet-  personal beliefin the necessity for forti-
terment of the wives of al| soldiers. %Amg the home front, In Maryamswell
This was to be the beginning of her  chosen terminology, i soldiefs are men
larger concern for the fémining condi-  at the warfront, women are wives at the
tion in Nigeria. And when her husband  home front, each f|ght|ng adifferent, but
became the president, she brought class ' necessary, kind of battle:
and activism to the Office of the First
Lady; and, with her Better Life for Rural
Women Pro?ramme, BLP, she focused
on the plight ofwomen in general and
on improving that of rural dwellers in
particular, with the aim ofbringing them
out and up 'and giving them “acCess to
e?_ucatlon, health and ways of earning
aliving.

ut even without the influence of

am, Babangida wouldnt

havRlacked reasons of his own

foreating Delta State. There were at
BTtw0. He could have created it inthe

Iﬁﬁ pfrectif in%an anomaly. After the
DOII(

0fNo Vicfor, No Vanquished’ at

0. : d of Nigeria$ civil war, and after

The idea behind her BLP was prob- eral Yakibu Gowon’ Three RS,
ablﬁ home-grown, as opposed to much  reconciliation, rehabilitation and
ofthe current Western gender drivel that  reconstruction; and especially after
maywell end up asone'ofthe newweap-  the pardon granted to N’Eze _dl[();_bo
ons of cultural invasion. This, however, ~ Ghuru-gburd, Tkemba 1 Nnewi, Dim
has not spared the programme of its  Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu
share of criticism. Ithad been called Bet-  the continued collective punishment of
1— | Ndigho by deprival of national power
_ wherewithal was simply just not it. Two,
This was to be the he could have done as a way courting
Ndigbo for his soon-to-come but ulti-

beginning of her mately abprtive tazarce. But whatever
the reason, Maryam basked in the glory

larger concern forthe  ofthis trophy among her people.
- o She took real care ofthe home front
feminine conditionin  and must take credit for nurturl_nq_and
. fostering one of the maost disciplined
Nigeria and, except for her ubiquitous presence,

, the mostinvisible and most unobtrusive
ter Life for Ruler Women Programme  First Family. Though a military regime
and Bitter Life for Rural Women;, but s an arbitrary aberration and 1 run as
most of these criticisms were more a  a neo-patrimonial, prebendal concern,
reflection of the nations critical atti-  Maryam, despite her own visibility, was
tude to the Babangida administration  able’to rein in members of her fam-
after the introduction of his structyral ;\IX 50 that nobody then could say that
adjustment programme than plausible ~ Mohammed Babangida was into oll and
censure for its raison dtre. [tmightwell — gas, or that Alishas nod was needed to
have heen more co_nferencm% for ruler  Secure the presidents approval for some
women than practical poverty allevia-  project or proposal, They minded their
tion for rural women, Dut as an idea, it own business and allowed their fatherto
could be taken as a fitting precursorto  mind his own. _
todaypoverty alleviation programmes. She also minded hers. Going hy the

, _ ﬁrommence given to education in all
he helped in no small measure in  her concerns—from NAOWA, BLP, to
% the political conscious- her own stru?gles for knowledge for
nes®oTthe nations womenfolk, by  personal development, espeuaIIP( goin
hers_el,qum%n for them to see, dnd tyack to school for computer [ite

lling in them the confidence to wagten as First Lady—it was obvious that
it Thou?h there is not much i occupied a S[)eC]a| place in her heart,
by way of concrete BLP achieviven though it might have constituted
| perhaps because oflack ofconti-proof of the faillire of her husbands
ron, its focus on women and womenegime to devote sufficient resources
related issues had set the agenda forthe  to"make public education qualitative
future occupants ofthat office. her establishing EI-Amin Inernational
She.became powerful - without  School was to set anew standard for pri-
appearmq to be power hungry. As a  vate education—and in this, itis still the
eneral rile, Nigerianarmy officershave  school to heat,
Is penchant for wanting to dominate To be concluded tomorrow.
their environment; and theirwiveshave  Adamu Adamu isa regular column-
an even more successful penchant for ist.

g
racy
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Your Letters

Giwa LGChairman
should call his
scholarhip panel
to order

he recent announce-
nt ofﬁost-se_condary

scholarships _giVen hy
Chairman of Giwa Local

hawayi, to indi

heard an announce-
ment over the radio on Tuesday,

Government Council of K
State, Alhaji Hamza Dahi®

genes_ofthe“
leaves much to be desired.

December, 29 that all indigenes
of Giwa LGA that are in teftiary
Institutions were belnq invited to
the secretariaf the following day
for scholarship allowances. It is
scandalous and unfortunate that
our LG_ Chairman did not give
the assignment to God-feafing
peoPIe; it was probably deliber-
ate to create an avenue for them
to get some unearned benefits.
In mP/ LGA because of politics,
scholarship is given twice in the
nhge of each LG Chairman: the

Isimmediately after the elec-

to maintain their position;
an %he second is when election
{s approaching to seek another
erm.

Text uson 081318000 30

We want more from Trust

PLEASE update your daily ‘NSE
SUMMARY’ to" include ‘OIL

%MA%ITIME SUB-SECTOR:

NG I2_EY Njoku,  Abuja..

What the Petroleum Minister can do
|F the problem of fuel crisis cannot
be traced and tackled, and the Min-
Ister of Petroleum cannot explain
the cause to ngerlans, he should
please do the honourable thm?:
resign as a result ofhis weakness to
disc ar?\le his duty perfectly,
HARUNA  Imam, “Malali,
Kaduna, 08038226335,

Customs, before yon confiscate
NIGERIA Customs .Service
should . adequately educate
the citizens on tcontraband
|mPor_ted|tem5|no_rdertoav0|d
extortion ofpublic items for per-
sonal usage. This degrades the
?hatll(\Jlns”e]conomy, especially in
orth.

A§DULLAHI Isa _ Nababa,
Gama, Kano, 08024879943.

Re:YarimanBakurais not a

qualified assessor

HABA\ Abdullahi Garba, as a
Muslim you have to do justice to
Yariman Bakura. You assert that
he spent eight years as a governor
without any tangible devélopment
in Zamfara. Pledse can you answer
these few questions: Who huilt 100
houses at Gusau, 500 in Damba?
Who brought College of Education
to Maru, School of Health, ZACAS,
and School of Animal Health? Who
completed JB Secretariat? Who gave
students scholarship every month?
Who constructed all road networks
in Gusau and many others? Allah
said, “say good or you keep silent’:
For yout information, Yarima will
neverturnto PDP, .
KABIR  Ibrahim
07033060737,

Full body scanners )

FAAN’S Flan to install these. in
all our International airports is a
welcome development even if it
infringes on privacy rights. CNN

Gusau,

This time around, many stu-
dents came from Kano, Sokoto,
Gusau and other far places in
response to the announcement,
but it was all a wild goose chase,
because those entrusted with the
respongibility, denied them. The
com_mltte_ewasunjustandunﬁro-
fessional in its assignment. There
are less than 1500 in the whole
LG as potential bengficiaries, but
ﬁllva/ereﬂ_enled. Shikaward is the

ardesthit,. .~

We as E_aw abiding citizens of
the areawish to call on the Chair-
man to call the committee  to
order and take a necessary action
to rectify this wanton anomaI}(/.

Yakubu Haruna, Jag, Shika.

said it cost about 243 million dol-
lars. We don’t know how much
ourown isgoing to costus, but get
us the bestand not what you will
?et from 1t, but what will'be use-
ul to us and our country Nigeria.
08036864200.

Apology won't give us light...
WE are not after any apology by
theV|cePre5|dentfqr_the?overn-
ment'sfailure to fulfil its pledge to
enerate 6000mw of electricity at
the end 0f2009. We want the Min-
ister of Power to resign.
SANI Ahmed Tiga, Kano,
07035166925.

...Indeed oo

| dont think any Nigerian
expected them to match” their
{)rom|se with result. See how
he two ministries (Fower and
{)etroleum) expected to actualise
he promise are trading blames,
rather than going back to the
drawmgtable o find solution.
GALADIMA Nathan, Minna,
08035407041,
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By Tunji Ajibade

The Abdul Mutallabs and a story

he first feeling after the news came was a sink-
ing one, No, not again, most N|8er|answould
have said on December 28,2009 when one of
their compatriots was announced as the cul-
Pnt in an attempt to blow up and airlinerin
he US. Nigerians home and abroad were worried that a
renewed régime of shameful treatment would follow at
entry ports across the world. And the attacks on the family
oftwenty three year old Umar Faruk Abdul Mutallab, who
was arrested for the alleged attempt, had been in torrents.
A'religious %roup, Association of Moslem ulamas in
Kaduna State, through its Chairman _I\/Ia{orUm_arAbu-
bakar (rtd), [amented the trend at which the children of
Northern elite are becoming desperate and draggrlng the
nation’s image into_ mud. Then in The Guardian, Tugsday
29, 2009 on’Page 52, the family of Alhaji Umaru Abdul
Mutallab, father of the alleged attacker in an advertorial
wrote: “Prior to the incident, hisfather, having become con-
cerned about his disappeared and stoppaﬁe of communi-
cation while schooling abroad, reported the matter to the
Nigerian security agencies about two months ago, and to
someforelﬂn security ag%enues aboutamonth anda halfag.
then sought their assistance tofind and return him hone.
We provided them with all the information required of us
to en}a]ble theIn do this.”. -
This revelation, coming a few days after the initial news
of the attack was revealing and it immediately reminded
this writer of the case of 2 son of a prominent Nigerian
who was ofnorthern origin like Abdul Mutallab Snr_This
man in questin learnt oThis son’s unenviable activities in
astate university in the North-Eastern part ofthe country.
Hebecame wortied. He did all he could to turn the yi>ung
undergraduate who was his first son around but there was
no chanqe. Rather than look on and watch the Nn bring
the fami fX_name to disrepute, the father withdrew hin.
brought him_home where he began to keep him under
close'watch. The father went on fo give him responsibil-
ity in the family business. It been twelve years since a;
incident and thie bonhas grown into aman sﬁtmq respon
sibly over the family affairs in the place of hi- father ~ho

I_SnE)Vz\ilylsaheack,African Independent Television ALL .is
ited tlie primary school that young Umar Faruk AbaJ
Mutallab attended. [twas the best money could get™rigpt.
UmarSteacher at the school rememberéd him to be a'nor-
mal child, like any other child.” The school authority hid
no reason to send for the parents for their childs i be-
haviour, not once in all his stay in the school from 1995-
2000. Umar Abdul Mutallab went on to elite sec<>ndary
and there was still nothing to complain about. Fro  'im
age he left home to attend a University in Europe, am
thing could have happened” which the parents might not
be aware of, Umar'sformer primary school teacher offered
This leads back to Umars father call to security operatives
to be on the look out for his son and hel? bring him hc me
Asthings stand, this notification which thé US govern
ment admitted was gave is already causing ripplesamong
US security agenmes. Questions are raiseéd as to why the
agencies learn ofyou_n? Umarand still allowed him td pass
throu1qh entry ports into the US without double-checking
him. The Nigerian government too has admitted that th
boy’s father notified the nation’ security agencies. This is
not asmall decision for afather to make'by’African stand-
ard. Most parents would keeF such matter close to their
chest. But Alhaji Abdul Mutallab did not do that, he raised
alarm, meaning he had strong reasons to suspect his son’s
activities and he was concerned as any well-meaning par-
ents should. Atthat point, itisobvigusthat ifthe fathérhad
ameans of getting hold ofhis son, he would have arrested
him and broughthim home under his watchful care like
the father ofthe undergraduate mentioned above. =~
Its unfortunate the way things stand. Many Nigeri-
ans are concerned just as the boy S parents, In the gresent
circumstance, it is clear that the'matter athand is beyond
blaming the_Farents asimportant as the influence oYpar-
ents ona child’s behaviour is. In asermon on New Years
Day, the Catholic Archbishop of Abuja, Dr John Onai-
yekan pointed out that Nigerian is not immune to the
Influence of terrorism thatcurrently sweeps the world.
Outrage about the rich who pamper'their children, such
as the’one_ made on Umar Abdul Mutallah parents by
the group in Kaduna, does not fully address the problem

a h&?ldn'ade wrotkfrom Abuja (tunjioa@yahoo.com)
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DAILYFITRUST  Faruk Mutallab:
Issues and non-issues

EDITORIAL

No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon LarWay,
Utako District, Abuja
09.6726241,6715364

Alleged Nigerian terrorist

N igerians hoping. for .a catharsis after months of
Intense uncertainty were severelw_olted with the
ChrlstmasDa){newsthatoneoft eir compatriots
attempted to blow up an US passenger airliner over
the ci [yofDetrmton that daﬁ., ,

Faruk Abdul Mutallab, the 23-year-old Nigerian was named as
the aIIe&;ed perpetrator of the act, reminiscent of the September
11,200 tra?edy that struck the United States and precipitated
the US global ‘war on terror’that is still being waged to this day.

_ According to statements attributed to US officials, and ampli-

fied at the weekend by US President Barack Obama, the N|ge-
rian was a protege of an affiliate of its sworn enemY, Al-Qaeda
which, it was claimed, recruited him to embark on the apparenf
suicide missjon. Accounts suggest that Faruk Mutallab boarded
the Delta Airlines plane from” Amsterdam in the Netherlands
bound for the US. His fl|gihtapparentlyonglnat_ed inNigeria. The
accounts alsosug([;e_sted hat asthe plane made its final'approach
to Detroit, Faruktried to |(r;n|te asubstance strapped to hisbody;
passengers s™idthey saw aflash, followed by smell of smoke, com-
mgdfrom the d|redct|9n ofFaruk’saircraft séat. Passengers rushed
and gyerpowered him, :

Offici PsVYater(ﬁtermmed the substance to be pentaerythritol
tetranitrate, or PETN, said to he hl(};]hly explosive,
~Since the incident, questions have been asked about the
involvement of what led this, b%/ all accounts, bnqht,_ed,ucated
and promising young man in hehlthy unusual mission for
a Nigerian. It'has since emerged that the young man’s father
thehlgihly regarded banker, Dr Umaru Mutallah, who retired
recently as chairman of First Bank ofNjgeria Pic, had sometime
In Novémber 2009 alerted some N|9er|an security officials and
US embassy staff in Nigeria abouf what he thou%htwere the
strange behiaviours ofhis son, who was known to
stugit%ntﬁtaumverskt)un London. . :

e Nigerian PO ernment’s reaction to the event, in_state-
ments made by Information and Communication “Minister,
Professor Dora Akunyili, has heen incoherent, wafting from
denouncing the allegéd terrorist act, to virtually dlsownmg
Faruk asarootless Nigerianwhose conduct has been influence
by Western educatjon'and culture. We wonder what Mrs Akuny-
il1’s reaction would have been if Faruk had not been suspected of
attempted bombing, butthe recipientofaglobal recognition for
some scientific discovery.

e aresident

W hen allis said and done, however, the fact is that Faruk
Is expected to appear in a US court on charges of ter-
rorism and terrorism related offences. As long as this

unfortunate episode lasts, NlFena as.acountry and its Citizens

will once again be in the globalspotlight for theworse of reasons
making a big mess ofthé government’s poorly-focused national

re-hrandin caﬂpagggn. . :
aru S,%KOIG, we can piece together from the different
accountsofhis school days, his social affiliationsand worldview,
reveals ayoung man detached from his Nigerian roots, and una-
ble to fit in the other world’he found himself. What roleﬁarental
supervision (or lackthereof) played in the oun? man’scharacter
and currenttravailsisan issue thatwould be hotly debated in the
weeé<s aind months %o. comfe. : :
uttor now, as this unfortunate episode continues to unfold

one of the principal lessons thatwe must take from it is the need
for children to be guided through schoo] at home to a certain
level, preferably first Degree, before being sent to other cul-
tures abroad for further Studies. As we have seen in this case,
the absence from home and from, kmder%arten age might have
played arole in the parents not beln(t; ableto observe Farukveer-
Ing offfrom then(irm before it was to late. _

Is Faruk Mutallab a terrorist? Faruk’s a¥ in courtwill come
soon; until that happens, the evidence is not conclusive that we
settle for that description.
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ALIU M. AKOSHILE: General Manager, Business & Strategy
MAHMUD JEGA: Editor, DailyTrust
SHEHU O. MOHAMMED: Asst. General Manager, Finance
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rinted and spoken words
from critical mass of
gerians of varying
ersuasions in the wake
of the abarted suicidal

mission of Mousier Faruk
Mutallab aboard the Trans
tic Delta Airline on Chriff
day could fill some_Ghana

go-bags. Thé legitimate reactions
Bomted to our sensitivity as mem-
ers of global human community
which i§good and commendablé.
Howevermuch ofthe spontaneous
outpour and reactions belie sub-
sequent desperate personal, fam-
ily, %roup and even official fran-
tic d temﬁts to deny ownership of
Farouk, the near kid murderer and
his terror-methodology. The local
content of Faruk’s upbringing edu-
cation mightbe insignificanfgiven
that he is'an acknowledged early
hunter and gatherer of kiowledge
from Togo to United Kingdom,
Dubai tg' Yemen. But that"he is
a_Nigerian with notable Nige-
rian parentage, Nigerian names
and N|ger|_an passport cannot be
brushed aside In our desperate and
clearly unhelpful move to offload
evil deeds to “others” The issue
therefore isnot that he read abroad
orathome. Itisan intolerable diver-
sion for a country with almost 100
per cent foreign content in polic
Ideas, petroleUm products, dual-
citizenship, marital ties, and auto-
mobiles assemblage, Ian?uages of
instruction and wholesale impor-
tation ofa “national” soccer team to
attemptadenial ofits |mF0rted ter-
rorist on the ground that he got his
education largely abroad. Nigerian
officialdom actually privileges for-
eign education above local educa-
tion which explains while tokunbo/
returnee students are accorded
preferential %IIQHS of serving
in Lagos or Abuja during thelr
national youth service. What then
the noise about where he studied? If
Faroukhad wonaNobel prize after
his studies abroad, ifhe had turned
out to be another Olajuwon, could
we have been suck in diversionar
stupor or selfpity aswe are today’

fwe dare to own gleefully what
good, we must also be sober
‘accept what is dastardly and

Issa Aremu mni

issaaremu@yahoo.com

accepts as much the “catastrophic
lapses on the part ofthe Homeland

Drepagtment officials and intelli-

ed from Accra or Lagos or
SpeRt-half an hour at_whatever
airport, is immaterial. The point
IS that West African sub-region is
sadlyturnmgfmto a fertile danger-
ous ground Tor the good, the had
and the murderous. Cooperation,
not contestation between countries
will help us to contain this new
Trans Atlantic terrorism in which
West African youths are proving to
be vulnerablé cheap cannon fold-

ers. .
All said, Faruk Mutallab sa?a
has brought to the fore some crifl

gg.a encies. Whether Farouk

assumes that Farouk had “good
education and hackground”. In
a country in which institutional
name d_rop[)lngs: Harvard, London,
Malaysia etchad hecome substitute
for réal knowledge, marking regis-
ter in choice capitals of thé world
might be mistaken for pursuit of
knowledge. Now we know better.
It is absence of real knowledge for
aneducated person ofany religious
hue to offer selfcheaply for suicide
and mass deaths of otfiers. It is sad
that minus methodology, the dif-
ference is not clear between Yusuf
ofBoko Haram and Faruk of boko
bomb. We must urgentIY promote
mass awareness about the differ-
ence between religious labels and
rellglous deeds. Our compassion-
ate God looks atthe deeds ofpeople
not their labels. Islam enjoins us to

It is an intolerable diversion for a coun-
try with almost 100 per cent foreign
content in policy ideas, petroleum prod-
ucts, dual-citizenship, marital ties, and
automobiles assemblage

cal issues of crises of parentage,
faith, education and instructions
as well as governance in Nigeria.
| have read umpteenth time the
statement issued by the Mutallab
family. Yours sinCerely felt the
pains and anguish of parents with
strayed steward, The best solidarity
for the Mutallab family however is
for all of us as parents to ur?ently
come to terms with the challenges
of parentage. If for God’s sake we
don’t know where our kids are at
any given time (whether they are
in their teens or forties), what on

earth do we then know; prices of

stocks or weather forecasts? It does
not matter if the child is reading
at home or abroad, parents are
obliged to account every second
for their stewards, The first police-
man ofa child is the father and not
local and international mtelhge_nce
agencies. We certainly had Tailed

arentage at hand in Farouk case.

riminal which regrettably flowsStories abound of man(}/reparents

om us with a viéw of prevent-

who assume their children have

g future occurrence? The diplo-graduated even in local universities
atic star->words between Ghanaand yetthey mark time idling away
nd Nigeria over where Farouk On Our Campuses. Many parents do

ommenced his ill
ney-of-no-return are clearly also
non-issues. Nigeria and Ghana
might want fo outdo each other to
impress United States of America
that they are up_and alive to.com-
bat terrorism. But the officials of
the two countries impress nobody,
not even the Americans, when
they_mdul%e in self-denials, buck
passing and could not even accept
simple’responsibility that there are
security |apses that offer the likes
of Farouk some routes to danger-
ously put many innocent lives at
risk.’Both qunan and Ghanaian
officials mustlearn from President
Obama who without hesitation

fated Jour.%ve them!"In his celebrated hook:

e Ideal Muslim, Dr Muham-
mad Ali Hashimi, admonishes us:
“The smart Muslim father keeps
his eyes open asfar as his children
are concerned. He knows what they
are reading and writing, the hob-
bies they have chosen Or which he
may have encouraged them tofol-
low;, without them“realizing it, the
friends with whom they spend most
of their time, ano_llplaces theygo in
their spare time”. The Mutallabs are
farfromthisideal, =

The second critical issue is the
quality of academic and civic edu-
cation our children are exposed
to. Almost every commentator

have mer|(_:|y on animals no less on
humans. How then on earth would
anybo_d)éwho rightly condemn the
Israelisbombing of innocent chil-
dren in Gaza and yet be excited at
the spectacular hgmbing of JOIanes
that “carry _the .innocents? Qur
human feglings cannot be so clini-
*cally divisible.

he Quran says “if anyone
slew aperson Unless it befor
murder or spreading mischief
in the land, it would as ithe slew
& whole people and ifanyone sav
life it would be as ifhe saved the life
of the whole people” (5:32). Serial
k||||ngs ither by stic Sf)rarro sor
uns Tn the nanes ofreligions from
aduna to Jos, Bauchi to Maidug-
uri myst be seen for what they ar:
terrorism and murders. The media
have acritical role to play in saving
humanity from mutually destruc-
tive “religious” war of attritign.
Political iSsues that task our politi-
cal imagjnation are often falsely
?res_ented as “religious” issues. Take
or instance the legitimate struggle
ofthe Palestinian people for home-
land from Israeli occupation. Thig
struggle enjoins the support of all
regaraless offaith: fromthe Vatican
City to the Cubans but media mis
information presents this struggle
In binary divisive Crusade/Jihad -
Ist/Arabs/Jews fight. Apartheid
was defeated in South Africa no;
by some silly messianic suicide
bombers butBy sustained all-indu
sive efforts of progressive forces of
the world with minimum damage
and maximum results that threw
up great leaders like Nelson Man-
deld. The ease with which we dig-
nlf}/ murderers b;{_a_cceptln their
selt righteous “réligious” labels is
clearly unhelpful.
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/AMFARA STATE GOVERNMENT
NIGERIA

Inna Lillahi Wa Inna [laihi Rajfiun

Condolence

On behalf of myselfand the good
people and government of Zamfara
State, I WISh t0 express mR//IheartfeIt

condolence to ormer ||tary
President, General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida over the
death ofhis wife and Former First
Lagy, Mrs. Maryam Ibrahim
Babangida, which occurred on
Sunday’, December 27th, 2009,

She will certainly be remember for
the many strides’she took in her life
time which left her foot prints on
the sands of time. We pray to Allah
t0 forgllve her and grant her

Aljannah Firdausi.

Mrs. Maryam lbrahim Babangida

His Excelkincy

Alhagl Mamud Aliyu Shinkafi

Executive Governor, Zamfara State
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GOVERNMENT OF IMO STATE

PUBLIC NOTICE ON RE-CERTIFICATION OF LAND TITLES

In order to meet public expectations on Land Use Administration and Management in the State, the Imo State
Government has procured a fully computerized facility under IMO GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SERVICE
(IGIS) offering Electronic Processing and Storage of all State Land Records into a Digital Database and
Electronic Lands and Deeds Registry.

Government has therefore come to the unavoidable decision to Issue New Title Documents with appropriate
security features, which in some case would include BIOMETRICS, to all Government Property TITLE Holders,
such as Certificates of Occupancy (C of Os) Deeds of Assignments and all other legal Land Titles registered in
the Lands and Deeds Registry of the State beginning from 4th January, 2010.

This exercise shall run through and end on 30th June, 2010.

All land title holders are therefore required mandatorily to present their titte documents for RE-CERTIFICATION
at the IMO GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SERVICE, IGIS PLACE, No 1, Chief Emmanuel lwuanyahwu Avenue
(OCDA Complex), Off Port-Harcourt Road, New Owerri, Imo State.

Application Forms for RE-CERTIFICATION are obtainable at the Local Planning Authorities in all the 27 Local
Government Areas in the State, Imo State Liaison Offices at Abuja and Lagos, and all branches of Bank PHB Pic
nation-wide.

Completed Application Forms shall be returned with a non-refundable processing fee of N20,000.00 (Twenty
Thousand Naira) only, payable into IGIS SPECIAL ACCOUNT with Bank PHB Pic No: 034106000039 nation-
wide and all other Banks engaged |n receiving |GR proceeds for the State. Application Forms are also available

online at IGIS website: WAWW.IMOQIS.com/application_forms.ntm.

ALL TITLE DOCUMENTS NOT RE-CERTIFIED BEFORJE OR BY THE 30TH JUNE, 2010, SHALL CEASE TO
BE VALID FOR LAND TRANSACTIONS IN THE STATE AND BY IMPLICATION SHALL BECOME OF NO
VALUE AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR LAND TRANSACTIONS. SPECIAL WINDOWS SHALL BE CREATED FOR
BANKS TO RE-CERTIFY LAND INSTRUMENTS IN THEIR POSSESSION AND PAY THE NECESSARY FEES.
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS THEREFORE ADVISED TO HEED TO THIS PUBLIC NOTICE AND BE GUIDED
ACCORDINGLY.

THIS PUBLIC NOTICE is issued by
Hon. Levi Oguike, FNIQS, FRICS,

Commissioner for Lands, Survey and Urban Planning
in the exercise of the powers delegated to him by His Exceillency Chief lkedi Ohakim, Governor of Imo State.

ALL ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE PERMANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF LANDS,
SURVEY & URBAN PLANNING, OWERRI, IMO STATE
E-mail: ministryoflands@imostate.org.gov.ng

Dated 21st December, 2009


http://www.imogis.com/appllcation_forms.htm
mailto:ministryoflands@imostate.org.gov.ng
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THE South African presidents
office says he is set to marry a
third wife today. In a statement
released yesterday, the presidency.
said the traditional wedding of

Ugandan rebel
group'sacting
commander
killed

AUgandan army spokesman says
thata notorious rebel commander
hasbeenkilled in Central African

Republic. .

Brigadier Bok Abudema was
an acting commander for the
Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel
grou[) known for cuttirig the lips
off its victim's, abducting child

soldiers and turning girls into sex

slaves.

Northern ~ Uganda  army
spokesman, Capt. Ronal” Kaku-
rungo, said at the weekend that
Abudema had been killed-by
Ugandan forces on Friday.

Ugandan army spokesman, Lt.

Col, Felix Kulaigye, called Abyde-
ma$killing a “New Years gift to
Uganda.” _
The Lord’, Resistance Army
has been waging an insurgency
in northern “Uganda for ‘more
than 20 years, Ir'recent years, the
group has tried to hide in other
countries

President Jacob Zumaand Tobeka
Mabhija will take place today in a
private family ceremony.

The office requested that
media “allow the family the

Privacy that ‘the% are_entitled
0.’According to Zuma's profile
on the government’s presiden-
tial Web site, the 67-year-old
leader already has thrée wives

Somali group halils
attack on Danish

cartoonist

SOMALIA’S radical Islamijc
Shehab group hailed at the week-
end theattack by a Somali on a
Danish cartooriist reviled b
Muslims for his drawing of the
prophet Mohammed, =
~ "We appreciate the incident
in which a Muslim Somali boy
attacked the devil who abused
our prophet Mohammed and we
call upon all Muslims around the
world to target the people like
him),” Shebab spokesman Sheikh
li Muhamud agetQIdAFR
Denmark’s PET intelligence
agency said earlier, “The person
arrested... has close links with the
Somali terrorist organisation Al-
Shebah as well as with the heads of
Al-Qaeda in East Africa.
elated article:  Assailant
charged with attempted murders.
“He Is also. suspected of being
implicated in terrorist activities
when he was in east Africa.
The individual arrested has
also been amember ofa terrorist
network implanted in Denmark

that has been under surveillance
by PET foral?n time.”

Ra%e said forhis part, “There
could be some people who m|ght
saythatbor was related to Shebah
or other Islamic orlg_anl_sat_lons,
but | tell you that this incident
Is not something that could be
related only to Shebab or other
Islamic organisations.

“|t is a'general obllt%au_on for
all Muslims to defend their reli-
8[0n and the prophet. He really

Id what was to be done by any
other Muslim.” o

The Al-Qaeda-inspired
Shebab controls large swathes of
south and central Somaliaand has
wrested control of much of the
capital Mogadishu, where it has
relentlessly"attacked government
and African Union forces. .

Last week, the group said it
would send fighters to Yemen to
help an Al-Qagda affiliate behind
the failed Christmas Day US air-
liner bombing in its fight against
government forces.
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S/Africa’s president to take 3rd wife today

and_19 children. Zuma’ embrace
of Zulu tradition — including
polygamy — has endeared him to
many South Africans. Still, many
younger people consider polyg-

Zuma, second right, with histhree wives Sizakele Khumalo, right, Nompumelo Ntuli, left, and Thobeka Mabhija, second left.

am(Y old-fashioned and expensive,
and question how it can endure in
amodern country. He took office
last May.

Niger border region clashes

leave 10 dead

CLASHES in Niger's border
region with Mali have left 10 peo-
Ple dead, security sources said at
heweek%nd.

Heavily armed men atacked
the village'of Tlemsess in the Tah-
ouaregion, afewhundred kilome-
tres m|Ies) northwest of Niamey,
on WedneSday night, killing thrée
soldiers and a'civilian, a source in
Niamey said, speaking on condi-
tion ofanonymity.

“Another source in Tahoua
said one ofthe attackers’ vehicles
broke down as they fled towards
Mali, leading to another skir-
mish in which four soldiers and
two attackers were killed. Sol-
diers found a European passport
In the broken-down vehicle, the
source added, without'giving fur-
ther details. One person has been
arrested, thouEh Itis still unclear
what the attackers’ motives were.

Opposition nominates south
Sudanese for president

THE opposition Popular Con-
gress Party has nominated a
southern Sudanese as its presi-
dential candidate for the first
multi-party elections in 24 years
in April, amove it says will'pro-
mote national unity..

The candidate is Abdullah
Deng Nhial from the south,” the
party’s tf\),f) defense and security
officlal, Mohamed al-Amin Khg-
lifa, told Reuters yesterday. “He is ¥
arelative of (laté vice president)
JohnGaran%\.l” L

Garang Was the charismatic

leader of the former southern
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation
Mavement (SPLM) which fought
acivilwar lasting more than two
decades with the north, ending

n 2005. . .

His peace deal with Presi-
dent Omar Hassan al-Bashir’s
National Con%ress Party ﬁro-
vided for north and south to
share wealth and power, for
national democratic elections in
April 2010 and a southern ref-
erendum in 2011 on independ-
ence.
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Dubal
to open
world's

tallest
tower

DUBAI is setto open the worlds
tallest building amid tight secu-
rity tod%y celébrating ihe tower
as‘a bold feat on the world stage
despite the city states shaky finan-
cial footing.. _ _

Butthe final heightofthe Burj
Dubai — Arabic for Dubai Tower
— remained a closely guarded
secreton theeveofitsopening. At
more than 2,625 feet (800 meters)
It long ago vanquished its nearest
rival the Taipei 101 in Taiwan.
Ihe Bu,rds record-seeking devel-
opers didn’t stop there.

The building boasts the most
stories and highestoccupied floor
ofany building in the world, and
ranks as the worlds tallest struc-
ture, beating outa television mast
in North Dakota. Its observation
deck —on floor 124 — also sets
arecord. _

“We werent sure how hI%h
we.could go,” said Bill Baker, the
buildings™_structural engineer,
who is in Dubai for the mauqu-
ration. “It was kind ofan explo-
ration, ... A Iearmr&e_xpenence”

Baker, of Chicago-hased
architecture and engineering

firm Skidmore, Owings & Mer-
rill, said early designs for the Burj
had |tedglngout eworldspre-
vious record-holder, the Taipei
101, by about 33 feet (10 meters).
The Taiwan tower rises 1,667 feet
(508 meters),

The Burjs developer, Emaar
Properties, “kept pushing the
design higher even after coristruc-
tion"began, eventually putting it
ahout 984 feet (300 meters) tafler
thadn Its nearestcompetitor, Baker
said.

He is keeping quiet about the
exact height. Dubai’ ruler will
oPen the” tapering metal-and-
glass spire with a fireworks dis-
pla%todayevemng.

. Security is expected to be
}\hght Local newspapers EUOIEd

a). Gen. Mohammed Eid al-
Mansouri, head of the protec-
tive security and emergency unit
for Dubai "Police, saying ‘more
than 1,000 security personnel
including plainclothes police and
sharpshooters, will be deployed
to secure the site for the opening.
. Workon the Burj Dubaj hegan
in 2004 and continued rapidly.

US, UK close Yemen embassies over al-Qaida threats

THE US and Britain closed their
embassies in Yemen yesterday in
the face ofal-Qaida threats, after
hoth countries announced an
Increase in aid to the government
to fi httheterrorqroup linked to
the failed attemptTo homb a U.S.
airlineron Christmas. -

The confrontation with al-
Qaidas offshoot in Yemen has
gamed new urgency since the

3-year-old Nigeriari accused in
the attack, Umar Farouk Abdul-
mutallab, told American inves-
tigators he received training and
Instructions from the groups
operatives in Yemen. Président
Barack Obama said at the week-
endthat theal-Qaidaoffshoot was
behind the attempt

~ White House counterterror-
ism chief John Brennan said the
American Emhassy, which was
attacked twice in 2008, was shut
yesterday because 0T“indications

al-Qaida is planning to carry out
an attack against a target inside of
Sana, possibly our embassy.”

“Were not l%;omg to tdke any
chances” with the lives ofembassy
personnel, Brennan said. A state-
ment on the embassy’s Web site
announcing the closure did not
say howr long it would  remain
closed. In London, Britain For-
eign Office said its embassy was
closed for securify reasons. It
sald officials would decide later
whether to reopen it today.
~ The closure comes as Wash-
ington is dramatically stepping
upaidto Yemen to fightal-Qaida,
which has builtup strongholds in
remote parts ofthe impoverished,
mountainous nation where gov-
ernmentcontrol outside the capi-
tal is weak.

Qver the weekend, Gen,
David Petraeus, the U.S. general
who oversees the wars in Irag

and Afghanistan, announced
that Washington this year will
more than double the $67 million
In counterterrorism aid that it
provided Yemenin 2009. On Sat-
urday, Petragus met with Yemeni
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to
discuss coordination in the fight
against al-Qaida.
Britain“announced Sunda
that Washington and London will
fund a counterterrorism ,|ool|ce
unit in Yemen. Britain will also
host a high-leve| international
conferencé Jan. 28 to come up
with an international strateqy to
counter radicalization in Yefrien.
The US. also ﬁrowded intelli-
ence and. other help to back two
emeni air and ground assaults
onal-Qaidahide-outs last month,
reported to have killed more than
60 people. Yemeni authorities said
more than 30 suspected militants
were among the dead.

Middle East 19

Iran warns West it will make
its own nuclear fuel

IRAN set a one-month deadline
at the weekend for the West to
accept its counterproposal to a
U.N.-drafted nuclear _Fla_n and
warned that otherwise | W|IIPro-
duce reactor fuel ata higher level
ofenrichment on its own.

The warning was_a show of
defiance and ahardening of lran’s
stance over its nuclear program,
which the West fears masks an
effort to develop a nuclear weap-
ons caﬁab|l|_ty._ , ,

Tehran INSISts Its program I3
only for peaceful purposés, such
as ‘electricity prodyction, and
says It has no intention of mak-
Ingabomb. _

“We have given them an ulti-
matum. Therg is one month left
and that is by the end of January,”
Foreign. Minister Manouchehr
Mottaki said, speaking on state
television.

_Even if Tehran started work-
ing.on the fuelf)ro_ductlon imme-
didtely, it would likely take years
before it could master the tech-
nology to turn uranium enriched
to the'level of 20 percent into the
fuel rods it needs for a medical
research reactor. ,

_ Still, any threat to enrich ura-
nium to a higher level is likely to
rattle the world powers that have
been try|_n% to persuade Iran to
forgo enrichment altogether.

nrichment is at the center
ofthe Wests concerns because at
high levels it can be used in mak-
Ing nuclear weapons.

Iran dismissed an end-0f-2009
dead]ine imposed by the Obama
administration and’ its interna-
tional partners to accepta U.N.-
drafted deal to swap most of its
$nr||ched uranium for nuclear
Uel.
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Tajikistan earthquake leaves 20,000 homeless

ABOUT 20,000 people were left
homeless in the. impoverished
Central Asian nation of Tajikistan
after an earthquake leveled their
homes in a mountainous region,
officials said syesterday.

No deaths were reported after

Taliban deny
abducting

reporters

THE Taliban militia yesterda
denied kidnapping two Frenc
television journalists and three
Afghan assistants . who were
snatched at gunpoint five days
ago in Afghanistan.

“We dre not involved,” self-
styled Taliban spokesman Zab-
hullah Mu#am told AFP b
telephone from an undisclosed
location. “We ask our fighters to
inform us ifthey do anything but
we have no information coming
from thisarea,”he said.

There has been no claim of
responsibility  since gunmen
snatched the group of five in the
gastern J)rovmce of_Kapisa on
Wednesday, but a French col-
league of the journalists blamed
the aI|bf%n. _

The five men disappeared
while going to meet a contact
60 kilometres (40 miles) from
the Afghan capital near French
military bases. Criminal groups
and Tafiban insurgents have kid-
napped several dozen foreigners,
many of them journalists, since
the 2001 US-led invasion ousted
the Taliban regime in Kabul,
sparkm? the current insurgency.

Most foreign hostages ‘in
Afth;hamstan have been released
unharmed and_relatively quickly,
but the situation can he mofe
complicated If the kidnappers
take them into the remote moun-
tains on the border with Pakistan.

A senior executive at public
broadcaster France Television is
travelling to Kabul today to lohby
for the groups release, “ram going,
to Kabul to take stock of the'situ-
ation,” said director of news Paul
Nahon. “I am going to meet with
different Afghan duthorities.” A
source involved in efforts to free
the journalists said on Friday they
were believed tSbe alive and n
good health.

Far from being homogenous,
the Afghan Taliban are anebulous
collection of largely autonomous
local networks and remnants of
the regime ousted from power
by the 2001 US-led invasion. The
-rench were abducted in a vola-
tile area where the Taliban and
wanted warlord Gulbuddin Hek-
matyar’s Hezb-e-Islami network
haveé a presence.

the magnitude 5.1 quake struck
the Pamir Mountains at the
weekend, the Emergency Situa-
tions and Civil Defense Commit-
tee said. _
Hundreds of _ mud-brick
houses in several villages in the

Gorno-Badakhshansky  region
were damaged. .

. The quake also_ cut electric-
|tr and communications and
blocked the main road between
the regional center of Vanch and
nearby villages.
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Those left homeless were
placed in emerﬁency shelters in
schools and otfier public build-
ings or moved in with relatives,
A2|mr|]on Shamsiddinov, the dep-
uty chief regional administrator,
\ was quoted as saying by the Inter-

fax news agency. _

Earthquakes are common in
the mountains of Tajikistan, one
ofthe poorest ofthe former Soviet
states. The country of 7.3 million
people lies north of Afghanistan
and west of China.

LOCAL residents carry bodies of victims of suicide car bombing for funeral prayer in Shah Hasan Khel village near Lakki Marwat, Pakistan

yesterday

Roadside bombs kill 6 in North West Pakistan

ROADSIDE hombs struck two
vehicles in Pakistan’s volatile
northwest yesterday, killing a
former irrigation minister and
three othersS_ in ong attack and
two anti-Taliban tribal elders in
theoth%,r. . _
_Public officials and private
citizens compatting the growing
Taliban-led msurgencY in Paki-
stan have been freguent targets in
awave of violence that has killed
more than 600 people in the past
two-and-a-halfmonths.

A single attack two days ago
killed nearly 100 people when a

suicide carbomber struck asports
event near a meeting of tribes-
men Who, supervise an anti-Tali-
ban militia near Pakistan’ South
Waziristan tribal area.

The Pakistani army invaded
South Waziristan in mid-Octo-
ber in an attempt to neutral-
ize the Pakistani Taliban’s main
stronghold in the country, hut
manK militants fled the offensive
and have been launching attacks
elsewhere in the northwést.

A roadside bomb struck a
vehicle in the Hangu district of*
North West Fronfier Province

Y_esterday, kiIIin% former Irriga-
ion Minister Ghaniur Rehman,
his two quards and his driver,
said district police chief Abdur
Rasheed. . _

_Twao police officers accompa-
nying the former minister were
wounded in the attack, he said.

Rehman was affiliated with the
Pakistan People’ Party (Sherpao

roup) headed by former Interior

Inister Aftaly"Khan Sherpao,
who has survived two suicide
homb attacks. _

Several hours earlier, another
roadside bomb struck a vehicle

carr%in_g anti-Taliban elders in
the Bajur tribal area, killing fwo
and critically wounding ~ four
others, said local official Naseeh
Shah. The six men were working
to setup an anti-Taliban militia in
Bajur, a militant stron_%hold near
the Afghan border, saig Shah.
The men were on their way fo
meet local officials in the miain
town of Khar when the remote-
controlled device detonated, Shah

said.

“The blast occurred near Kas-
sai, about 17 miles (28 kilometers)
northeast of Khar, he said.

Afghan parliament delivers blowto Karzai on cabinet

AFGHAN President Hamid Kar-
zai suffered a new hlow to his
authority with the rejection_ by
parliamént ormost ofhis cabinet
nominees, further prolongmg
political crisis in the war-ravage

country. _

Of'the 24 People Karzai put
forward for the cabinet, only
seven won approval at the week-
end in asecrethallot ofmore than
200 lawmakers.

The rejections |eave Afghani-
stan without a fully functmmnP
government, dragging outapolit-
ical vacuum that has prevailed
since an August presidential elec-
tion, with mnistries being run by
juniorbureaucrats who have little
powerand no coherentplan. “Itis
apolitical setback,” said the UN's
special rePresentahv_e, Kai Eide.

“It prolongs the situation with-
out a functioning government,

which has lasted since summer,”
he told reporters. o
“It’s particularly worrying in
a country in conflict, where you
have so” many challenges and
need to focus dttention on urgent
reform programmes,” he said
Among”those rejected were
the only fémale nominee® under-
mining Karzai’s Pledge to brmP
more women into government,
and a warlord whose naming as

water and energy minister was
seen as a reward for support at
the August 20 election.

His cabinet list had been seen
asan effort to balance obligatigns
to his Western backers, inCluding
the United States, and his domes-
tic supporters. Haroun Mir, direc-
tor of Afghanistan’s Centre for
Research and Policy Studies, sai
the rejections showed up the lack
ofcofiesion in Afghan politics.
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Underdog PM Brown ready for Pope'saide visits woman
2010 election fight who knocked him down

PRIME Minister Gordon Brown
admitted yesterday he was the
for this years
ut said he wou
to the end to win it. _
The day after Conservative
leader David Cameron drew out
his battle themes for the election,
Brown said the vo
at the latest, would be the
sion of the decade” for Britain.
Brown setout his case why voters
should stick with him and his
erning centre-left Labour Par
lead Britain out of recession and
back into economic growth.
Cameron’s centré-right Con-
servatives have consistently been
ahead in opinion polls for more

I've ever won in my life, 1've had
to fight for,” Brown told BBC tel-
evision. He described himself as
“someone who is ready to fight
aspect of Britains futiire

majority of hard-working fami-
lies suffer as a result.”

Cameron said “we cannot go
on for another five
Gordon Brown” on Saturday as
he kicked off his campaign to
become prime minister, Labour
took power in 1997 under Tony
Blair. Brown replaced him as pre-
mier in June 2007.

Asked why_voters should m
lump for the”58-year-old Scot
r another term, Brown said:
“Because he knows how to deal
with the British economy’ prob-
lems and take us through them
and he knows what sort'of econ-
we can build for the future.
. "Hesgotapassionate desire to
improve our public services and
hiswhole career has been built on
wanting to see everybod
their potential to the full.

the Labour Part
inch ofthe way, N

Brown explained: “My vision
for the future of Britain is as the
low-carbon, biotechnol-
ucation, creative industry
léader of the world. We are the
only party that can take people
from recéssion to recovery and
arantee that we have growth in

“This, is a defining, issue of
the election. I believe’in an age
of aspiration, ofo
prosperity. I'm a
servatives have gone for an a
of austerity andthat means t

ill fight every
te, due by June

ortunity and
“When you're behind in the Fziid the yCon-
polls you'Vé got to re

selves as the Tighter.

POPE Benedict XVI% personal
aidevisited the mentally disturbed
young.woman wholumPed over
a barrier and knocked the pon-
tiff down in St. Peters Basilica on
Christmas Eve, a Vatican spokes-
man said yesterday.

Benedict asked his secretarr,
Monsignor Georg Gaenswein, fo
R/?y_a call on 25-year-old Susanna
.Maiolo “to show his interest and
benevolence,” the Rev. Federico
Lombardi told The Associated
Press in a telephone interview.

Lombardi declined to com-
ment on an Italian newspaper
report Sunday that the aide told
the woman the pope had forgiven
her and %ave_h_er arosary during
the Dec. 26 visit. o

. The visit to the psythiatric
clinic in the town of Subiaco near
Rome had been made discreetly,
and the Vatican hadntplanned on
publicly talking about it until the
newspaper report appeared, Lom-
bardi indicated. _ _

The spokesman said he didnt
want to comment on what might
have been said hetween the papal
aide and the Italian-Swisswoman.
“Every Christian pardons,” Lom-

bardi said. o

. Hesaid the Vatican Citysmag-
istrates are conducting their own
Investigation ofthe December 24
incident. Still to be determined
Is Ifthe woman, with a history of
RsYchlatnc problems, could’ be
eld Iegally responsible for what
she did. Combardi said it was
unclear when the Vatican investi-
gation would be completed.

_ Afterscrambling overthe bar-
rier separating thousands offaith-
ful from the pope’ procession up
the hasilica’s center aisle, Maiolo
yanked Benedicts vestments,
Pull|ngh|m_down as he walked up
he center aisle to celebrate Mass.

e 82-year-old  pope,

although looking shaken, was
P_hyswally unharmed and con-
inued on to the central altar to
celebrate Christmas Eve Mass at
10 p.m. on December 24. In the
commotion, an elderly French
cardinal also fell, breaking. his
hip. Exactlyayear earlier, Maiolo
wearm%_the same- red, hooded
sweat shirt, also tried to reach the
pope during the Christmas Eve
service, but'was quietly tackled
by security.

2trains collideinTurkey,1 killed

A passenger train crashed head-
on into another train in north-
western Turkey yesterday, kill-
ing one of the engine drivers and
injuring 14 other people, an offi-
clal said. The train wentthrou?h a
signal where it should have halted
and slammed into another train
that was stopped on the line.
There were conflicting reports
as to what caused the accident.
The governor of Bilecik, some
250 miles (400 kilometers) south
of Istanbul initially said the acci-
dent was caused By an electrical
fault that led to signal failure.
But Hasan Gedikli, head ofthe
railway system for the region, said
the signaling system seemed to be
functioning and that authorities

were investigatin Wh(Y the train
failed to stop. One driver was
killed, 1t was unclear which one.
Jhe injured included two rail
personnel, said Bileciks gover-
nbr, Musa Colak. The trains were
traveling in ogposne directions
betweer Istanbul and the city of
Eskisehir,

Television footage from the
crash site showed “paramedics
performing heart massage on a
man lying~on a stretcher beside
the tracks.

Turkeysgovernment has been
workm? to improve the country’s
rail system, which is heset by sig-
naling malfunctions, ill-equipped
traing, deteriorating tracks and a
lack ofbarriers at road crossings.

Number of illegal migrants
arriving in Spain falls

THE numpber of illegal immi-
grants risking their lives in rick-
ethoats to réach Spain’ Canary
Islands from northwest Africa
has descended to levels last seen
a decade ago, officials said at the
weekend.

In 2009, atotal 0f2,041 adults
— and 201 children — arrived
in the islands or were rescued as
they sailed toward them, an Inte-
riof Ministry spokeswoman said.

Levels this low were last
recorded a decade ago, when
2165 people made landfall .on
the arch|pel_a(110, made up of
seven Vnain islands — and two
tiny ones — 1,380 kilometers

(858 miles) off Spains south-
western tip. o
The number of immigrants
began to shoot up in 2002, when
9.929 arrived, and ﬁeaked in
2006 when 31,859 had to be
housed, the spokeswoman said
on condition of anonymity in
kee’&lngwnh overnment rules.
oe than 96,116 people have
sought shelter and a chance ofa
better, European-style life on the
islands since 19%4.7
The recession, which has
caused unemployment in Spain
to ascend to nearly 18 percent,
along with coastal patrols, have
helped slow immigration.
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Peru court upholds ex-president's 25-yr sentence

US extremists
plot to
destabilize
Ecuador

ECUADOREAN President Rafael
Correa says right-wing extremists
In the Uriited” States dre conspir-
mP against his ?ove_rnment by
atfempting to destabilize the poor
Andean nation. _

The leftist president con-

tends that U.S.-based groups —
although notthe U.S, gavernment
— are fun_nel_lmg.ﬂ to parts of
EcuadorSmdl?e ous'movement.
He says plots to destabilize pro-
gressive ?overnments no longer
use direct confrontation.
_Indian protestsand roadblocks
in recent months have forced
Correa to reconsider proposals
to_allow mines on Indian lands
without their consent and to put
water under state control. Ecua-
dor’ president gave no examples
oftheaid he denounced, however.
Correa sFoke at the weekend on
his weekly radio program.

Mexico
announces
capture of
alleged drug lord

MEXICAN police have captured
alleged drug lord Carlos Beltran
Leyva, just'two weeks after his
even more powerful brother was
killed in a shootout with troops
—hack-to-back victories in Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon’ drug war.

_The Public Safet){Department
said in a statement at the weekend
night that Carlos Beltran Le)(va
was arrested_in_Culiacan, the
capital of the Pacific coast state of
Sinaloa, where he and several of
his brothers were born and alleg-
edlyrstarted their gang, .

wo weeks agjo, ‘his brother

Arturo, reputed chief of the Bel-
tran Leyva cartel, was killed in a
shootodtwith Mexican marinesin
the central city of Cuernavaca. He
was the highest-ranking carte| sus-
pect taken down since Calderon
sent tens ofthousands of soldiers
and federal police across the coun-
try three years ago to flght brutal
dfug gangs. Mexican officials In
the past have described Carlos Bel-
tran Levya, 40, as akey member of
the gang, but it was Unclear if he
took over as chiefofthe cartel after
hisbrother died.

A third brother, Alfredo, was
arrested in January 2008. At least
ong other brother, Mario, remains
atlarge and is listed as one of Mex-
1c0’s 24 most-wanted drug lords
with a $2 million rew™d offered
for his capture. Carlos Beltran was
not included on the list, although
the Public Safety Department
said there had been awarrant for
his arrest since 2008. DEA intel-
ligence Chief Anthony Placido
sdid last month the U.S. was get-
ting sporadic reports of plots to
bréak Alfredo Beltran Leyva out
of prison.

PERU'S judicial system says the
Supreme” Court has ratified a
25-year pnson sentence for ex-
President Alberto Fujimori.
The sentence was imposed in

Hopes fade

FIREFIGHTERS using heavy
machinery, shovels and bare
hands dug for survivors at the
weekend But only found corpses
underamountain ofred earth and
crushed lod mgs—theworstofa
spate ofmudslides and floodsthat
Killed at least 64 people in south-
eastern Brazil, o

At least 26 people died in the
New Year's Day slide that buried

April for the death s,guad killing of
25 neople and the kidnappings ofa
businessman and journalist unng
Fuymon% presidency from 199

t0 2000. The courts published the
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decision on their Internet site yes-
terday. The 71-year-old Fupmon
Is also fighting Shorter sentences

in three “other cases. Fujimori’
future may depend on his daugh-

ter Keiko' presidential c_ampalﬁn.
She has vowed to free him I she’s
elected in 2011. Many Peruvians
admire Fujimori for crushing the
violent Maoist Shining Path rebels.

INn hunt for Brazil mudslide survivors

an upscale resort on the island
of Ilha Grande, including the
18-year-old daughter of the cou-
plewho builtthe waterfrontlodge
at the foot of a cliff side covered
with rajn forest. . _

Authorities said no foreigners
were known to be among the dead
and there were few details about
those who died,

Atorrentofmud tore a 1,000-

foot scar down the hill, pushmg
Parts ofthe Pousada Sankay an
hree neighboring houses into
the sea shortly after guests had
retired to their rooms following
New Years Eve celebrations.
Minutes earlier on the main-
land, atorrentofreddish mud cas-
caded into the Cariocaslum inthe
nearby, coastal city of Angra dos
Reis, Killing at least 13 people and

mm

RESCUE workers carry the body of a mudslide victim in Ilha Grande, an island off the city of Angra dos

Reis near Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

reducing rickety shacksto rupble.

The dual mudslides early on
New Years Day were triggered by
10inches (27 centimeters) of rain
that drenched the region since
Wegnesd%

Wecame to celebrate the New
Yearand then all this sadness hap-
pened,” Fernanda de Oliveira, a
witness to the mudslide on ITha
Grande, told the O Gloho news-

aper. . .
p_OI|ve|rawas'stay|ng inahouse
beside the Pousada Sankay when
she heard a rumble in the middle
ofthe night. “We couldn't see what
was happening. It was raining
hard and the water was leaking
into ourhouse,” she told the news-
paper. “Suddenly, we saw people
Inthe sea and we went down to
resc%ethem. o
They were people staying in
the pousada” The lodge owners’
daughter, Yumi Farad, was appar-
ently sta m(l; with friends she had
invited for the holiday. Her par-
ents, who were in another part of
the building, survived, the wom-
an’ uncle, Antonio Faraci, told
the G1 news Web site. _
Nearly 80 other mudslides
have been reported through-
out the region in recent (days.
Together with flooding teg
have killed at least 64 people —3
peopleon Ilha Grande and Angra
dos Reis and another 22 peopl€ in
other parts of Rio de Janeiro state,
Among the dead are toddlers and
teens, "a pregnant woman and
mar|1:y older people, officials said.
|re_f|?hters in Minas Gerais
state said three elderly peaple died
when a mudslide hif their home,
the state-run Agencia Estado
reported, .
Another six people —all from
the same family — were missing
afteramudslide hit their house in
the town of Cunha.in Sao Paulo
state, the Civil Defense there said.
Morgue authorities in Rio de
Janeiro —where many bodies are
being flown for identification —
and Civil Defense authorities in
Angra dos Reis have said all the
identified victims are Brazilian,
But they also say the death toll
might double because many peo-
pleemain m|és|n%. , _
In Angra dos Reis, 12 bodies
from thetwo deadly mudslides
were laid out in coffins in a school
glymnasn_Jm forvisitation by fam-

and friends.

The rains halted Saturday,
allowing searchers to intensify
their efforts. .

Butthe muddy conditions and
the hopes that survivors may still
be buried under the mud meant
efforts had to be carried out
mostly by hand.
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AMINU KANO TEACHING HOSPITAL

P.M.B. 3452, KANO. Kano State.
Tel: 064-947872, 894423

RVARNGEF S sl I AVAN

Applications are hereby invited from suitably qualified candidates
to fill the vacant position of Director of fidniai/trotioft in Aminu Kano
Teaching Hospital.

ThfPeSt:

The Director of Administration is the Chief Administrative
Officer of the Hospital. He/She is responsible for personnel
matters as.well as the orderly running of all sections of the
Hospital. In addition, he/she is the custodian of the records of all
transactions inthe Hospital and also serves as the Secretary to the
Board of Management of the Hospital.

Quialification:

Candidates must be highly qualified and resourceful professionals
with good honours degree in Hospital/Health Services
Administration, Social Sciences or Arts.

Associate Membership/Fellowship of the institute of Health
Services Administrators of Nigeria or other suitable equivalent
professional qualification will be an advantage. Candidates must
have had wide administrative experience of at least fifteen years
post qualification, preferably in a Teaching Hospital or similar
Institution, four of which must be at the level of Assistant
Director (CONTISS 14 ) or Deputy Director (CONPSS 16) and
above.

Salary: CONTISS 15 N 2,232,199 N2,875,791.
MethMpiAppliCQtioQ:

Candidates should submit applications together with photocopies
of relevant credentials and detailed Curriculum Vitae. They should
also advise their referees (three) to write under confidential cover
to the Chief Medical Director.

All applications should be forwarded not later than 6 weeks from
the date of the publication to:

The Chief Medical Director,
Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital,
P.M.B. 3452, Kano.

Only shortlisted candidates would be invited for aptitude test and
SIGNED
Dr. Abduihamid Isa Dutse
Chief Medical Director

< FAF,
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KOGI STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
P.M.8.1033, ANKPA
(OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR)

RE-FEDERAL TEACHERS SCHEME (FTS): LIST OF
FAKE FTS PARTICIPANTS

The authorities of Kogi State College of Education, Ankpa wish to use this mediumto
appreciate the Universal Basic Education Commission (U8EC), for its recent efforts
aimed at verifying the authenticity of some NCE results claimed to have been
obtained from some Colleges of Education across the country, The authorities
deeply appreciate the verification exercise carried out in the college which led tothe
discoveries of some forged statements of results as published in ihe ‘Compass”
Newspapers of Monday X s November, 2009 and ‘Daily trust" of Wednesday 4"
November, 2009.

Similarly, the College appreciates the efforts of Kogi State Government,
through the State House of Assembly and the Honourable Commissioner for
Education, in fighting the national malaise of certificate racketeering and result
forgery. The College will not leave any stone unturned in assisting government and
concerned organizations toverify results/certificates and track down culprits of fake
resultsand certificateracketeering,

However, the College is compelled to correct certain impressions in the
publications for the sake of those who genuinely and honestly worked for their
results but, unfortunately had their names included in the said publications. This will
notonly ensure thatjustice is done to the innocentvictims of the publications but that
itis also seen tohave beendone.

From the foregoing, therefore, the College would like tostate clearly that the
following persons whose names appeared in the publications were issued with
AUTHENTIC and VALID results;

SINO NAME YEAR OF COURSE
GRADUATION
1 ITODO BLESSING AJUMI 2008 PHB ¢ ce
nrm ONU ESTHER 2007 - -
3 OGBE ENEMONA TITUS 2008 COMP./PHY
OSENi SOLOMON 2008 PES/POL
5 MOHAMMED RABI 2008 PES/SOS
6. ADEMU ALENYIKA 2006 PES/SOS
7, SULEANDREW 2008 PHE
8. VICTORIA U. GMALA 2003 BUS.EDU,
9, ONU OJONOJIMA 2006 BUS.EDU
10. MAHAD.ANGNES 2006 ENG/SOS
11 YUNUSAAYISHETU 2005 TEC.EDU
12. DAN-USMAN S. BERIKISU 2004 BUS.EDU
13, USMAN YAHAYA 2004 TECH.EDU
14, USMAN V.CHRISTOPHER 2004 "AGRICEDU.
15 ADAMU AMSNA 2004 TECH;EDU
16 IGNATIUS OGOCHUKWU 2004 TECH.EDU
17. SHAIBU RUTH 2004 HOMEC.
18 MOHAMMED H. ZAINAB 2004 TECH.EDU
19. OKPE ELIZABETH 2004 t  TECH.EDU
20. AYEFUAYUBA 2006 BUS.EDU
21. OTTIH BENJAMIN 2006 BUS.EDU
22, ABBAHAADUOJO 2007 FAA.
23. ADAH T. SElbu 2003 GEOG/ECONS
24. ALFAO. RUTH 2006 SOSICRS
25. ADAJI B. ABIMAJE 2004 ENG/SOS
26. ADEMU ABDUL 2006 TECH.EDU
27. ALADI ALFA 2004 PESICRS
28 AGADAB. OJOMA 2007 ENG/SOS
29. AMEDU JOSEPH 2005 ENG/SOS
30. AMEH FELICIA 2006 ISSIPOL.SC
31, AMEH MARTHA 2006 ECONS/SOS
32. ANNA THOMAS 2002 SOSICRS
33. ATTAH JULIET 2005 ENG/CRS
34, BABAC. GLORIA 2004 CRS/SOS
35. EBUTEA JOY 2004 ENG/SOS
36. EDfCHAADEJOH 2006 PES/SOS
37. EMEJE MARY 2004 HAU/THEATE
38 PAULINAAMEDU 2001 1 ECONS/SOS
39. EMEJE OJOMA 2007 ENG/POL,SC
40. ENECHE O. STELLA 2003 SOSICRS
41. IBRAHIM A. FATIMA 2001 CRS/SOS
nijs- HANNAH OMALE 2001 ECONS/SOS
43 HARUNA MUSA 2001 BUS.EDU
44 HASSAN SULEIMAN 2006 AGRIC. EDU.
45. HUSSEINI HARUNA 2001 ECONS/SOS
46 IBRAHIM IDOKO 2004 SOSICRS
47 IDABALA SAMUEL 2006 PES/IPES
48 IDOGAANGUSTINE 2007 AGRICEDU.
49. AUDU SUMAILA 2008 PES/POL.SC
50. ADEJOH JOSEPH 2005 ECONS/SOS
51 ALADI JOYAMEGO 2005 PES/CRS
52 USMAN ALFA FATIMA 2000 PES/ISS
53, HARUNA UNEKWUQJO 2006 IGA/SOS
ROSELINE

The college would like to state, once again, that itis ever ready to track down
criminals who peddle results itnever issued.

Signed
Mr. John Sule
'Principals Assistant Registrar
(Exams & Records)
For: Registrar
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ISIUMIMKNHYB IW iBSnt, SOKOTO
(Office of the Registrar & Secretary to Counci

. SIS,

. 5"?59?%‘ 395»3% ﬁH§'

20w S ate Wth ourexisting proxy server,

SCOPE OFWORK
LOT 1: AAA
The desired system(s)

1.Beadedicated hardware appliance SWj. d Linux baseC| Proxy) and
2.Be compatible with oor existing system (Cisco switches a

network design
3 Support Remote Access utawn user
ControllerAccess Control System Pius

4 .Provide central authentication to all university network resources available now a

SR, 5555857 -

.Provide central d admlnlstratlon ofusersand postur al he[cm
9.Provide bandwidth managementcapabilities,

10. Training ofour staffon configuration and managementofthe appllance

{RADIUS) and Terminal Access
w

0

LOT2: FIREWALL

1. Mustbe adedicated, hardware appliance

2 Provide stateful packets inspection,

3 Provide segmentation ofthe network into inside, outside and DMZ,

1 _ % &y ??
overIP (VolP, H 323, Stp. Sfeinny, Skype and Microsoft NetMeeling, etc.
6. Supportfor segmented networks

7 .Training.

two campuses. The Untverssty nas ww»n “ MAn'natible with th - -r-'
MODEM, Vendors are however free to quote for equipment compatible wi

The requirements are asfollows:

1 Smeg |[4/2meg downtink/uplink) dedicated bandwidth.

« p—
mustbeattacted).
4, indicate your burs table bandwidth policy.
5, Indicate the standard service level guarantee,
6, Mode of payment.

BIDDING REQUIREMENT
Interested MLBtprovide information include:

- Company Name,
- YearofIncorporation,

- Locations of offices and other facilitieSi

- Gweraihfom atton concerning Standard Products and/or Services
. Brief Description of RelevantCompanies Projects.
- ListofMajorClient!,

Ixlde’\e ofre?stan with Coﬁrate Affairs W ™ r

<

PC** »*«**'“«» « * k k ok K7y H mpa"y

)
S L * )

- Listofmanaged*!, technical and administrative staff of the Company.

COLLECTIONOFTENDERD*UMENTS A A

N dae QFWs
interested consultants m ay** it q seeurity’! or “Quote for provision of
publication and clearly titled " Quote for network security

bandwidth” asthe case maybe addressed tor

TheSecret Goe/fteM .
Us?naencur SHY 8|yo nelversny P.MB. 2346, Sokoto

~Signed
.. Mai. U 'U.Bums ,
Reglstrar * Secretary {0 Council
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151 textile firms close
shop In Nigeria

15 in 2 00 9

By Jibrin Abubakar

NIGERIA is facing acute deindustri-
alisation as no fewer than 151 textile
companies have closed shop since
1990s when the fate of the_sector
hegan to dwindle, National Trustee
ofthe Nigerian Textile Manufacturers
Association has said. ,

Senator Walid Jibrin who is also
the Vice President ofthe Manufactur-
ers Association ofNigeria (MAN) told
Daily Trust on phonie yesterday that
the year 2009 was anather bad year
for the sector as 15 companies packed
up again., . . .

e said Nigeria, in the 1980s, used
to be an African giant when it had
175 textile companies working at full
capacity but that only 24 are currently
producing. o _

He expressed optimism that with
the rekinaled government determina-
tion, the sector may as well be revived
In the years ahead. _

He’said the cotton and textile sec-
tor used to employ more than 500,000
Nigerians but the 24 companies
remaining could barely pay the sala-
Hg\?v of about 20,000 staffthey have

Senator Jibrin said the textile sec-
tor was the second largest employer of
lahour and that if “we put togethier its
subsidiaries, the sector can employ up
to two million people. So you,car see
that it is not a sector to pIaY with.”

He said: “I have met with the
ChiefEconomic Adviser to the Presi-
dent, Tanimu Yakubu, the Minister
of Finance Mansur Muhtar and the
Minjster of Commerce and Industry
Achike Udenwa and they have beep
wonderful. TheY have visited ouy mill
In Kaduna and they have seen things
themselves. | think they are very
serious.” Recently, Commerce and
Industry Minister told newsmen that
([]overnment was disbursing N10 bil-
lon of N 100 billion it pledged for the
revival of cotton and textile sector in
the country.

This isagainst the backdrop ofthe

4 8 0,000 ou-¢t o

N70 billion Textile Revival Funds promisgd
the sector by President Olusegun Obasanjo.

The Unaru Musa Yaradua government
has changed the name of the scheme to
Cotton, Textile and Garment Development
scheme (CTG) and has jerked up the fund
toNIOObn

The source said the fund will be dis-
bursed at 6 per cent interest rate but that
manufacturers have to apply and pass the
Screening process. _

A source said government committee
has started dishursing to manufacturers,
He said some pew corpanies in Lagos are
being formed in a rush to benefit from the
fund. He advised that old companies be
?wen priority in the fund to be adminis-
ered by the Bank of Industry. He said the
bank’s old customers are also struF%I_mg to
benefltfromthefund,warnlng_tha fhis ma
affect the smooth success of disbursement.
Members of the presidential committee

fjob

t
who worked on the scheme include: The
N|?\|er|a National Petroleum Corporation
W_ PC), Debt Management Office %DMO),
|n(|Bst6¥ of Foreign Affairs, Bank of Indus-
r

Power
ment Or
Textile

nited Nations Industrial Develop-
anisation (UNIDO), Cottage and
nion among others, _

When contacted, the Executive Chair-
man Adhama Textiles & Garment Indus-
tries Ltd KanP Saidu Dattijo Adhama said
the manufacturers are h_appY with the way
the government is handling the sector now,
adding that his comﬂany in Kano has heen
visitedand that soon he maybe a beneficiary,

He also advised the government to set UE
what he called Textile Development Ban
(TDB) to take charge of cotton and the tex-
tile sector. _

Lack of power and sm_ugglln% of cheap
Chinese products into Nigeria have been
blamed for the collapse ofthie sector.
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For helicopter Flights to
Anywhere in Nigeria call:

HELICOPTERS

NnamdiAzikwe Airport, Abuja

/1CU.+234 803 446 3432
+234 705 6669020

FLIGHT SCHEDULE

Arik Air

PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (Mon-Fri), 08.45,
17.30 (Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun); Abuja-PH: 07.15,
11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat) 14.40,17.30
(Sun); Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun)
Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Kano:
03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed,
Fri, Sun); Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sun); Lagos-Yola:  Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola
06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos: ~ Yola-Abj
08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-
Maid:  Lag-Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-Abj 07:30am,
via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto:
11:10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); AkUre-
Abuja: 08:50am (Mon, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara:
07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:0\)am,
11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri),
01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja
01.30pm (Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos;  09:05am (Mon-Fri/
Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos: ~ 11.00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri),
10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and
11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors

Lagos-Kad:  08.00am (MonFri/Sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos:  09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Jos:  11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Jos-Lagos:  13.15pm (Mon-F*i/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Abj:  06.50; 13.30; 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); 12.30 (Sun) 1645 (Sat). Abj-Lagos:  07.30;
13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30; 19.30 (Sun)
18.30(Sat); Lagos-Ben:  07:45; 11:00; 15.30; (Mon-
FrifSat/Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

Ben-Lagos: 09.15;i2.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun);
17.00 (Sat); 14.00 (Sun); Lagos-Cala:  13.15; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 08.30; 19.00 (Sun); Cala-Lagos: 14.45; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 10.30 (Sun); Lagos-Enu:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat);
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos: 09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45
(Sun)

ChanchangiAirlines

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,10.00,13.10,15.30,17.30
Abj-Lagos: 08.00,11.45,13.40,15.30,17.00
Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Frifsat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri), 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)

Abj-Kano: 1840 (Mon-Fri)/sun

Kano-Abj:  08.35 (Mon-Fri) /Sat

Abj-Soko:  09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 12:20 (Wed/Sun)
Soko-Abj: - 11.35(Mon), 12.00(Fri), 13:20 (Wed/sun)
Lagos-Abj: 07.15,11.40,14.00, 16.30,17.00,17.20;
18.30 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fri)
Abj-Lagos: 07.00,09.30,10.30,11.15,16.15;
19.15,19.25,19:35 (Mon-Fri/Sat/sun); 14:55; 15:15;
20:46(Fri); 19:45(Sun); 11:25,13:35,16:25(Mon)
Lagos-PHC: 07.40,09.30,10.00,12.20,13.30,14.00,
16.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); PHC-Lagos: 10.50,11.20,

Stock Market Index
Date: Thursday, December 31,2009

Index: 20,827.17
Deals: 5179
Volume: 267,217 844
Value: N 1,197,016,271.07
Cap.: N 4,989,385,147,463.94
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'‘Government is destroying
rice farming inUigeria’

In this interview,
president ofthe Nigerian
Rice Farmers Association
Alhaji AbubakarWodi

bares his mind on issues
affectihg ricefarming in
the country.

By Solomon Chung

rHAT. is happening

te rice farming in
yVy MNigeria?
would say the sector is grow-

mg_ but there are constraints
which are occasioned by somg
conditions; and I am sure'Nigeri-
ans know them, even the gover-
ment knows them. Thesg condi-
tions are:  Inadequate facilities
from the governmentwhose main
responsibility isto create the ena-
bling environment, The point is
that™ government has not been
encouragm%the farmers.

We learntthatthe government
has_increased its fundmg_ in the
agricultural sector, exceeding 6%
récommended by The Compli-
ance Africa Agriculture Develgp-
ment Programme.The ngerlan

overnmenthas made it 10%. Do
the Rice farmers feel the impact of
such improved funding?

As far as rice farming is cop-
cerned, | personally dont like
talking about government. The
reason is simplé: We have talked,
and we have debated. There Is
nothing we have not done in this
regard. | remember meetings we
had with the former President
Olusegun Obasanjo. Things still
remain the same. | have Strate-
gized, organized my members to
source for funds and developed
caﬁam_ty nuilding nitiatives from
other indirect sources. For exam-
ple, teachm%the farmers modern
farming tec nhqauteiss.

the Il

0 Nigeria?

N d this. And |
still ody or group
of pe uld engdge in

importing any food that Nigeria
can_produce are sabotaging the
nation. It is a big conspiracy
againstNigeria. AnYway, the gov-
ernment 15 to be blaméd nofthe
importers. Imagine it they are
|mport|n?r|cefrom China, Thai-
land and Tndia to the detriment of
the national economy.

_ It barfles me, why we impart

rice when we have’very fertile
land to produce rice. Nigeria has
about Smillion hectares of land
researched and confirmed to be
= very suitable for rice farming, We
have all the ingredients, we'have
the capacity toproduce IOmillion
metHctonsofn e with th%qgal-
Ity that can match or even be'bet-
ter than that which they import.
Butthe government has refused to
mobilize the farmers towards that
goal. And the}/ know why, they
can explain better. We are suppose
to concentrates and look inwards,
wen have the capacity, we have
natural facilities, Let me make it
clear, Artificial food surplus, by
wa}/ o_fbuyln% and reserving can-
not give s the food security we
need as a hation.

We have the natural ecology,
the human resources, geographii-
cal facilities, even the economic
facilities to produce anything
in the sector, Do you know the
stag(,ierl_ng f|gzur_es government
use to import rice? You would
notbelieve it notto talk of other
agricultural commodities and
facilities. Like fertilizer, tools etc.
With all these, tell me how the
micro and macro economy grow
as required? We can only succeed
In developing other economies by
sucmlmgortatmn.

ah
LijL

ments. ItISo
farmers that benefit,

ALHAJI AbubakarWodi

the amount government spends
to import rice. If they do, they
would not forgive the government
Because if we invest'to produce
these things, there would be mas-
sive emf)loyment, improved agri-
cultural sector and abetter econJ
om m_the_er]d.It|snots_urpr|5|_n%
thatNigeriaigpoor despite its ric

resources and revenue generation

gerians don' kpow  capacity, We need to get back to
or taﬁtﬁestatlsthcsthegggv
rﬁa armersare inthe rural
them are notrﬁa t&]

ur

coIgp

¢ JEOD
ain ovreererl]rﬁent aITange-
% g1|t|(:|ans turned
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the basis, which is all about self
sufficiency.

n°what ways have you
advised the %overnment
In respect ofthese issues?

ey dont listen to me and
my Mmémbers. | have advised
the former president on several
occasions, especially as regards
to rice importation” in paticu-
lar. They don’t listen because we

e./0%0
most 0

don’tbelong to the political class
s0 they don't see Us as relevant
stakeholders. They want poljti-
cians that would téll them what
they want to hear. Imaﬁlne; with
all the huge figures they claim
th_er allocate to the sector we
still go to ather sources to horrow
money. Itisa give and take thing,
the farmers have their skills, thelr
land and ideas hut they nged
funds and a platform to put it to
work. The farmers need fupds, so
long as it is not going to exceed
one frgit migrest rate,

D Oyou see the govern-

ment achieving the
vision 2020 in the
areaofatt;_rlculture? _
Potentially yes, with our
resourses, human and material *
every state and local government
has “a comparative advantage
that can be put to use, But the
government needs to facilitate
motivate and empower the real
farmers. The_government also
needs to be sincere, planning i
also necessary. There should
be a deliberate effort to suc-

ceed. .
an you share with
our” readers some

~ ¢ government  poli-

cies, on agriculture and tell
us if your members are cap-
tured” in  such program

mesF’J -
_Forget all the statistics they
give people.70% of real farmers
are in the rural areas and most
ofthem are not captured ip %ov-
ernment arrangements. It1s only
the big politicians turned farmers
thatbenefit. =~

ecent statistics indicates
that the non oil sector achieved
a growth rate of 9,6% in 2007
compared to 9.4 in 2006.But
mterestmglly; the performance
was _largely driven b}/ agricul-
ture. This, 1 assure you took extra
effort from these néglected farm-
ers. We call on the'government
to channel efforts towards infra-
structural development, sound
market(s:yrstem, Agricultural ori-
ented ICT, Research, the list is
endless.

'Nlgeria can produce 364,490MT of pineappleif...

From Mohamfiied Shosanya,
Lagos

NIGERIA ~ can  produce
364,490metric tons of pineapple
Perannum ifits productjon chal-
enges are properly addressed,
Director-General of Raw Mate-
rials Research and Development
Council Prof. A.P.Onwualu has

Sa'_dThe_ Director-General who
said this in Lagos at a stake-

holders forum o[ganlz_ed_by the
Manufacturers Association of
Nigeria[MAN] added that pine-
apple IS cultivated in about 19
states in the country, and that the
fruit current production is about
17,000 metric tons per annum.

~He however said that indus-
trial potentials of cashew have
not been fully realized in in the
countrr as the bulk of cashew is
virtually exported without value
addition..

He said: “The productign of
the nut increased from 30,000
metric tons in 1990 to about
176,000 metric tons in 2008. Apart
from some cottage scale produc-
tion of cashew nuts for domes-
tic consumption, there are three
industries which are involved m
the production of cashew juice”

_He further said Nigeria con-
tribytes about 3percént of the
world man?o production and is
ranked 8th Targest producer.

According to him, survey
shows that the small scale farm-
ers are the maj[or contributors to
mango production inthe country.

_Earlier_in his address, the
Director-General of the Manu-
facturers Association of Nigeria
MAN] Jide Mike emphasized

e neéd to use local raw materi-
als to produce fruit juice in the
country. . :

Iqe,%agd: “The Manufacturers
Association of Nigeria however,

observed that the issue of back-
ward mte?ratlon can be captured
Intensively by patronizing local
farmers and"is of the opinion
thosE effortab

should be geared towards
encouraging investors to ?_o into
local raw material production.

“We fully support the grad-
ual phase it of some imported
raw materials to give way to the
locally available raw material in
adequate quantity,” he said.
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Ministry hands over IDCs to SMEDAN

By Sunday Williams enterprises that are to be clus-  Committee charged with the respron3|b|hty They, also. recommended

tered in Enterprises Zones. responsibility to” fashion out he commitiee also rec- for the upgrading of the IDCs
THE Federal Ministry of —  Astatement from SMEDAN  the" necessary modalities for ommended the start-up ofthe. to clustef parks, under a Pub-
Commerce and Industry has said the handing over of the the hand -over of the IDCs to  Industrial Cluster Strategy as [ic-Private’ Partnership (PPP)
approved the official handmg ICDs is in line ‘with the Act SMEDAN. 4 approved by the Federal EXecu- model In line with " subsist-
over of 22 Industnal Develop-  establishing the Agency, thereby The Committee recom- t|veCounC| using the four zonal Federal Executive Council

ment Centres (IDCs) across paving way for implementation  mended that the staff of the  IDCs ofBauchi, Owerri 0s0gho (F C)dlrectlves
the countrg to the Small and of the'laid down strategies for  [DCs may asmuch aspossiblebe  and Zaria as models for their Fmaloydthe Comm|ttee rec-
n e

Medium Enterprises Devel- there posmonln ofthe IDCs.  absorhe bYsMEDA whilethe  comparative advantages, ommended in line with
ogment Agency of Nigeria i Hatn |gPSoverthe ICDs, the  emoluments of the staff remain They urged the' Govern-  (2007) directive, the need to
inister

tate for Commerce inthe Ministry up toend 0f2010 ~ ment to undertake the neces- Froceedwnh the disposal of all
The Industrlal Development and Industry, Humphrey Abah,  when it s hoped that appropri-  sary development of the four DCs obsolete machines/equip-
Centres are expected to provide  approved & ten-point Trecom- ateBrovmon would be made to  Zonal Centre’s as start-up for ment to forestall further depre-
techrio-managerial services to  mendation of a Ministerial  enable SMEDAN take over the  the Industrial Cluster Concept.  ciation in value.
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Never

The state of preparedness of the nation to manage

critical emergencies has continued to generate

worry amongst Nigerians, even as the government

still grapples with sporadic crises.

By Tosin Omoniyi

OR many traders at the Lafia Town Main Market espe-
those atthe northern fringes ofthe popular mar-
ket, January 16, 2008 would probably remain a black

days that would not be forgotter_\ inahurry. _

n the fateful day as early as 3 am in the morning, a fire
wMbse origin has not been ascertained till date, razed the
market leaving behind attendant tales of woes and grief for
many ofthe merchants and artisans who inhabit the market.
Malama Mailafiya, an mdygene of Keana local %_ove_rnment
area ofthe state recalls vivi IYhow her ﬁoodsw ichinclude
textile materials went up in flames. Perhaps, to add a sordid
twist to her horrible experience, the remamlnﬁ wares that
could be salvaged were pilfered by hoodlums who were pre-
tending to help the traders to rescue their property. The petty
trader alleged that the hoodlums entered her shop and stole
all that was remaining from the blaze. 1 thought they were
helping me, not knowing they were thieves,”she lamented.

Whatparticularly irked the trader was the slow pace with
which the fire service responded to the crisis. According to
her when the fire fighters wasted time in responding to the
incident, the traders had to resortto selfhelp remedy, which
e_ventuallx proved ineffective and caused more havoc. Bythe
time the fire service eventually arrived the worst had aIreadK
hapi)ened, and the griefstricken merchants could only watc
the last oftheir valuable go up in flames.

Eventhough, Alhaji Uba Maimako, chairman ofthe mar-
ket traders association, commended the fire f|%hters for at
|east preventlnﬂ the fire from e_nFqumg the other parts of
the market, Halima till dateys still ofthe opinion that the ll
preparedness ofthe government agency to manage crisis, is
responsible for her losses. Till date, she is still struggling to
recoup her monumental losses.

deremi Ta[iudeen shares a similar experience. Few
eeks back he was forced to shelve his pride at the
onthly meeting ofhis members ofthe old students

he incurred, when his apartment at the Lugbe area of the
Federal Caintal Territory was razed by fire, occasioned by
an electrical malfunctioning. The visibly shaken middle aged
civil servant narrated his experience to his colleagues con-
fessing that he was unable to salva?e any ofhis properties. He

Wednesday. Particularly for traders like Malama Halifivever feels pain that an hour after an alert was sentto the
lafiya, the daywould possibly be classified as one ofthgdeT Fire Service, they failed to show up. Curiously accord-

Ing to him, they arrived immediately the last flames of the
deadly firewere put out by concerned neighbours, ‘1 watched
helplessly as all my life’ labour was destroyed in fire and one
thought that continually came to my mind is do we really
have a workable system here in Nigeria.” Tajudeen is ¢man
who at present has lost all hope in the entity called Nigeria.

national daily in its editorial dated 9th of July 2009
robably put the pitiable state of the fire service in
oper perspective when it stated inter alia that,

government houses in most states of the federation, while
at the local council level, none is provided. The implication
of all these is enormous on the nation’s economy and the
well-being ofthe society.” It equally recalled an incident that
happened earlier in the year in Ojuelegba barracks, in Lagos
where officers of the state fire service were nearly beaten
up after they had arrived late as usual after an apartment
had been burned down. Ittook the spirited intervention of
some corporate organizations who had providecTtheir trucks
gnd water withoutwhich the blaze would have done greater
amage.

Thge Commandant General of the Federal Fire Service
Olusegun Okebiora has consistently laid the blame of the
ill preparedness of the agency to manage crisis on the door
steps of the governmentwho he says have failed to give the
service the required financial strength with which it could
carry out its duties. He once confessed that the nation loses
an estimated N300bn annually to fire outbreaks even as he

is almamater, the Obafemi Awolowo University Olcsated that the current NL.7bn allocated to the agency this

ts Association when he requested for financial assis
able him getback on his feet in the heels ofterrific |

pewas grossly inadequate. According to the fire service
gm the age long government neglect of the fire service’
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has been the cause of the tottering steps ofthe agency and it

e situation with the Nigeria Fire service is so patheticitidility to carry out its mandate.
erians often have to rely on private companies to come
M cir rescue on outbreaks offire. Fighting fire disastegin
rise buildings is always a huge challenge in major
worsen the matters, fire-fighting trucks only exisy

any also feel however that every Nigerian needs
to imbibe the culture of readiness to respond to
crisis and unexpected emergencies, ifthe losses

incurred b){ the nation are to be mitigated considerably. To
people the way and manner in which shelters or

this class o
houses are built in Nigeria, must as a necessity reflect this
mindset. For instance most houses are built in such a way
that only one entrance leads into such houses, with no alter-
native means of escape in times of acute danger. This sadly
has led to many deaths as a result of stampede, whenever
there isafire outbreak or any other disaster. Ithas also made
the job ofpolitical assassins easier as all they have to do is to

Even though, Alhaji Uba Maimako, chairr
commended the fire fighters for at least pre\
parts of the market, Halima till date is still ol
government agency to manage crisis, is res,
struggling to recoup her monumental losses
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vv_a%t at| the sole entrance ofa building in order to nail their
victim!

Architect AS Alabi, an advocate of urban reEenera_tion,
encourages potential builders or architects to take the issue
ofsafety and emergency control into consideration whenever
they are providing the master plan forhouses. This he agrees
is absent in most buildings nowadays even government
approved ones. He notes: ‘The appropriate use ofescaEe
stairs, appropriate door swings, escape tunnels and smoke
vents, are simple design basics that must not be ignored. In
the event of fire, it could be the dividing line between life
and death. He adds further, ‘The use ofprimary means of
escape, secondary means ofescape and possibly any alter-
native means of escape, should be the goal of good design.
Considerations ofwidth ofthe routes, restriction ofdistance

In of the market traders association,

mting the fire from engulfing the other
the opinion that the ill preparedness ofthe
Insible for her losses. Till date, she is still
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/ make moves to secure our remaining citizens in that country.
I'can go on and on, Olusina states.

he Nigeria Police Force spokesperson ACP Emmanuel
wu and his Army counterpart Brigadier Chris
Olukolade, assure Nigerians of the preparedness
ofthe cou_ntriqs security apparatuses to respond to cri
emergencies thathorder on the security oflivesand prop
in any part ofthe country. Butthey have equally agreed
the issue of security and the appropriate response to ¢
situations still remain the duty ofall and sundry. Nige
preparednessto handle natural and health crisis still remains
unstable according to most stakeholders. Its foreign policy at
also ensurln? the well being and safety of its citizens abroad

is equally not encouraging.

KMim [liBiwl

the nation intimes ofemergencies, National Emer-
gency Management Agencr, NEMA has stated clearl
and sundry that it is capable of carrying out its task, d
the tough conditions underwhich it operates.
On March 26, 2009 the agency in collaboration with
the U.S. Embassy in Abuja, staged a mass casualty exercise
involving a simulated aircraft crash at the Nnamdi Azikiwe
International Airport in Abuja. Th'e exercise was a culmi-
nation of three weeks of training on Incident Command
System gl()S) conducted by a 2009 U.S. Science Fellow and
United States Environmental Protection Agency on Scene
Coordinator, Michael Solecki. The operation, which brought
together emergencY responders from 28 agencies and the
private sector, involved over 500 victims, responders, and
the deployment ofa wide array of emergency equipment
and logistical support.
According to Air Vice Marshall Audu-Bida, the Director
General of NEMA, the exercise was essentially targeted at
training its personnel and interested government agencies on
the need to be ready to tackle national emergencies as the
come. The staged accident involved a Boeing 727 aircraft
with 125 passengers and cfew onboard that caughtfire upon
making an emergency landing due to abird-strike. The air-
portair traffic controller activated the airports’ emergency
response system, which led to the activation ofthe National
Emergency Response System, NERS. Hundreds ofrespond-
ers from the fire department, the police, the Air Force, the
Army, the Red Cross, the Federal Road Safety Commission,
the Nigerian Security and Civil Defense Force and paramed-
ics from various hospitals secured the area, put out the fire,
and rescued and evacuated passengers to two area hospitals.
L . The press was briefed on the “accident” and the emergency
and traveling time to escape protected ﬁo!nts._ Smoke control  response underway by a designated press officer.
along escape routes is. very crucial technicality inthe design - However many N igierians are sti Ipskeptical ofthe state of
ofbuildings, and other aspects ofthe built environment. pre arednessl Of_t e relevant agencies to reqund to real life
unfortunate incidences which daily inundate its citizenry.

owever, the government agency charged with the
| \responsmllltyofartlculatlngresponsestrateglesfor

owever many feel that the nation’s inability to
milhage emergencies is not only limited to that L
offfire. According to Olusina Ayodele, a public @ 6 N|ger|a IS not prepared
irs analyst, emergencies go beyond that of fire crisis .
transcends to the preparedness of the governmentto {Q manage a CcrisIs at
mive to offer instant succot to its citizenry in the after- ,
migh of crisis whether natural or man made. ‘How doyou Wwhatever level you can think
k8w a responsive government? It is agovernment that can
adequately respond to emergencies that affects its citizens of. Look atthe recent Boko
whether locally or on the foreign scene. Nigeria is thEre-
Eared to manage a crisis at whatever level you can think of. Haram S|aughter. It took
ook atthe recent Boko Haram slaughter. Ittook the nation’s _ ,
secuntﬁ forces by storm and if not for the grace of God it the nation's securlty forces
would have turned out more deadly than anﬁone thought .
of. Look at the scourge of cholera in the north, Maiduguri by storm and ifnotforthe
and its environs. Many people had lost their lives before the ,
authorities could wake up to their responsibilities. There grace of God it would have
are other disasters waiting to happen, and all we pray for
is that they would not take too many lives before the gov- turned out more deadly
ernment agencies tasked to respond, actuallg respond. On
the foreign plane many Nigerian had been brutally killed than anyone thought of.
in South Africa for no reason before our government could
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'Credit Bureau will

correctdistortion In
the banking sector’

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

CREDIT Bureau will correct the
distortions and anomalies that have
brought the™nation’s bankm%_sector
to its knees as it will aid credit pen-
etration in the country.

ACCORDING tg the managing direc-
tor of CRC Credit Bureau, oné ofthe
recently licensed bureaux, Tunde
Popoola with the credit bureaux now
in place, banks can easily assess credit
history of borrowers and their abil-
Ity to, repay such loans through data
and information available from the

ureau.

“Credit bureay is an idea that
has been delayed in berthing on the
Nigerian finanicial shores. It delay has
manifested in the negative indices in
the growth ofthe Nigerian economy.
The very bedrock of the econony
development has been operating like
a ship without rudders in primary

With €GYPTAIR.

assignment as lenders have been
oFeratmg without that key .infra-
structuré so essential for their effi-
ciency and effectiveness”, he said.

. Hé observed that credit penetra-
tion in N|(I1er|a is still below. 30, per
centwhilethe average for Africa is 75
per cent emphasizing thatvast chunk
ofthe billion ofnaird loans disbursed
n the_countr?/ 0 to.the large firms
and highly rated individual custom-
e

Popoola said as part of efforts to
enlighten the public on the activities
of Credit bureau in Nigeria, CRC
Credit Bureau would on January 7 be
formallylaunchedb¥th_ego_vernorof
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi. =

With the theme reporting, requ-
lation_and risk. management: Repo-
sitioning the Nigerian Financial Sys-
tem, Papoola said the current dis-
pensation in the banking crisis occa-

fly to Cairo,
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and the Far Gast
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sioned by poor asset quality and poor
overnance structures necessitate

at searchlight should be beamed
on the reporting, regulation and risk
management a$ the' means to ensur-
Ing sustainability in the Nigerian
financial system in the future

He said’the forum would have the
oppartunity to discuss credit bureau
and its significance for the country,
Its ability and capability to trans-
form and enhance access to credit
especially for consumers and small
businesses
Other speakers expected are

Peter Sheerin, credit bureau ang risk
management advisor, International
Finance Corporation (IFC), Ladi
BalogBun, group managilng director,
FCMB, Algboje Aig-Imoukhuede,
group managln director Access
ank and Andre Blaguw ?r_oup_nsk
officer, United Bank for Africa Pic.
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Rivers targets
N480m from
fishing

THE Rivers Government sa[\r]s ithopes to realise N480 mil-
lion revenue from fishing through its partnership with a
local maritime expert, _ _

Mr Briggs-Kuro Tamuno, Special Adviser to Gov.
Chibuike Amaechi on Aquaculture and Deep-Sea Fishing,
disclosed this in Port Harcourt at the weekend. _

. NAN reports that the state government had acquired
five _flshm? trawlers and leased them to Vijons Nlﬁ_erla
Limited, aTocal maritime company, under a partnership.

_ Under the partnership, Vijons'will use the trawlers for
fishing and training of indigenous fishermen.

Tamuno said 63'indigenés ofthe state had been engaged
by Vijons as crewmen t0 test-run some ofthe trawlefs.

He said that the partnership was not only to provide

job opportunities to Indigenes but to enhance'the govern-

men(s revenue. , o
“In the face of challenging economic situation, Rivers
State Government is compel[ad to explore all possible ave-
nues to providejobs to its people. “Apartfrom 9gven jobsto
our people, government equally reasoned that investment
{_n th,llshsect%rwould further enhance its revenue genera-
jon,” he said.
~ Tamuno saidthe government hoped to realise N40 mil-
lion monthly from the venture. He said that the 63 crew
members would be provided a_de%uate accident, injury
and death insurance cover. He said that government migfit
acquire more trawlers ifthe pioneer team showed commit-
mer(1,t\I m)transparency In the venture.

Nothing to show for
huge Investment In
agric - Makanjuola

A member of th& House of Representa-
tives, Mr Gbenga Makanjuola, has decried
the slow pace ofdevelopment ofthe nations
agricultural sector, _

Makanjuola, who chairs the House
Committee on A%nculture, expressed the
view in Abuja at the weekend. ,

He said:, "' There i little or nothing
to show for the more than N100 billion
invested in the sector in the last three years
as many Nigerians are still hungry.”

The chairman said that due'to the slow
pace ofdevelopmentofthe sector, the com-
mittee had wanted to suspend allocation of
funds to the sector in the 2010 budget.

“But if we go that way, several sub-
sectors within the Agriculural sector will
suffer some set hack and this informed our
decision against taking that decision,” he

said.

Makanjuola attributed the slow pace of
development of the sector to_lapses in the
implementation of some agricultural pro-
grammes by the Ministry“of Agriculture
and Water Resources.

“The minister ofagriculture agreed that
there are some lapses and soughtor an in-
house dialogue with the members of the
committee. _ _

“We hope by the time we_put all this
questions on thé table hey&mln[ster) will be
ableto giveafeed back to Nigerians on what
|shappen_m(I;,”MakanjuoIasal_d. _

He said that members ofhis committee
were informed by officials of the ministry
thatagriculture was along term investmerit
whosg outcorrie would take some time to ¢

manifest. _

To harness the potential of the sector
and attain food security, Makanjuola said
his .committee would take sorne action
which includes structural transformation
ofthe sector,

The chairman urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to put in Rlace a strategic frame-
workthat would enhance quick implemen-
tation of agricultural projects that would
benefit the people. NAN.
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Egypt expects 520

new olil wells in 2010

EGYPT eercts 520exploratory and de_velogiment_wells for
oiland 36 Fornatural gas to be drilled in 2010, Minister of
Petroleum Sameh_Fahm¥sa|_d., _

“The oil wellswill cost $2 hillion, while the gas wells, to be
drilled inthe Nile Delta and offshore in the Mediterranean,
will cost more than $1 billion, h'e added.

The remarks, reported by al-Ahram hewspaﬂer on
Saturday, were confirmed by ministry spokesman Hamdi
Abdel-Aziz. The dnllmE would be In"concession areas
awarded bxst te-owned ggptlan General Petroleum Cor-
poration, Abdel-Aziz added. -

Eg¥pt§ proven natural, (]J_as reserves rose L1 trillion
cubic teet to about 77.2 trillion cubic feet in the year to
June 30, while crude oil and condensates reserves rose 220
mIJ”ullon barrels to 4.4 billion barrels, the oil ministry said

. :
_ Eg;{pt IS a significant natural gas exporter but has said
it would not sign any new ?as export contracts until 2010
In order to meet rising local demand.

... Offers 12
cement plant
licences in 2010

EGYPT’S Trade Ministry will offer 12 licences to build
cement factories in 2010 t0 meet growing local demand, Al-
Alam al-Youm newspaper guoted Trade Minister Rachid
Mohamed Rachid on Satur aY as saying.

. “The new factoriesswould hefp meet an expected
increase in local demand until 2020, when annual produc-
tion capacity is expected to rise to 77 million tonnes from
58 million tonnes now,” the newspaper wrote. v

. Egypts construction industry has continued to grow
in thé wake ofthe global economic crisis, even as it stalled
elsewherein the reglon. Demand for cement was expected
ttgn%]tr)g\r’v by 25 to 30 percent in 2009, Rachid said in Sep-

The head of the Industrial Development Authority
(IDA), which is attached to the Ministry of Trade, said
a government bod%/ must still approve the energy sup-
gh(errleegded to run the plants before the 12 licence$ tan be

“The request for the licences from our mipistry is still
hefore the Righer Council of Energy, which is headed b
the prime minister,” IDA chairman Amr Assal told Reuters
on Saturday. _ _

_ Egypt granted six _new g,reenfleld cement factor
licences in October 2007 in a bid to boost production fol-
lowing in an increase in local prices. Reuters

Gambia boosts
state wages, raps
"lazy" workers

GAMBIAN President Yahya Jammeh said on Friday he
would provide an immediate 20 percent salary boost to
%'S?P,’Xﬁ?é Al\agr)}can nation’ civil servants but criticised some

“Despite the various endeavours ofmy government to
uplift the welfare of Gambians, there_ are Still some civil
servants who have improper work ethics. This has been a
serious challenge,” he said in @ New Year address. .

_Gambia has few natural resources and most ofits popu-
lation relies on subsistence farming. _

The country passed a 20 percent budget increase for
2010 on the back of higher tax revenues, grants and exter-
nal budget support designed to boost tourism and improve
Infrastrictyre. Jammehsaid rising crime rates and emigra-
tion were obstacles to Gambia’ development.

BUSINESS

Uganda'sspending to

riseto$7.31bnby2014

L_JGAN,D,A’SpubI_icsFendin?wiII nearly double to 13.9tril-
lion shﬂlmgs_ syﬁsca 2014/15 to tackle key infrastructural
bottlenecks, its president said on Friday.

Yoweri Museveni said in his New Year address that the
surge in government spendm? would increase per capita
mcom%,to $900 by 2014/2015 from $506 and create about
2.7 million jobs. o

Public spending amounted to 7.08 trillion shillings in
2009/10. The economy ofthe landlocked country grew by
an estimated 6.6 percent in 2009 compared with 9:2 percent
In the previous year, he added.

“Although this estimated growth rate in 2009 is lower
than the qrowth In 2008 0f 92 percent, it was among the
fastest in the world during the period of global economic
downturn,” he said. _

Exports had performed robustly, despite the tou[qh
global economic conditions, Museveni said. The counfry
earned $3.4 billion from exf)orts forthe year ended October
2009 compared to $2.8 billjon in the Same period a year
before, arise o 21 percent, Museveni added. _

He said the extra expenditure would be used to finance
projects in the energy and transport sectors. Reuters.

Iceland petition against pay-out over Icesave collapse

ALMOST aquarter ofvoters in Iceland have signed a petition
against plans to repay money lost by foreigners when an |ce-
|andic onling bank collapsed: The pétition ur?es the Tpre3|dent
E)Onvt tgitsigﬁeblll that allows the move, and calls Torareferendum
|celand$ parliament has apProved the plans to reimburse
3.8bneuros (953.4bn) lost by Dutch and British saverswhen the
Ices&vescthemefalledlqhz g. veing mat tonayfarthebanks
. Manytaxpayers saytheyarebeing made topay fortheban
mmtak_e! Thgc%mper%atlgn ,amoun(lls 10 somf 1¥,000euros for
each citizen on the 1sland nation 0320,000.
Apolltaken |nA_u%ustsuggestedthat70%_oflcelande[swere
ﬁeaéﬂstthedeal,whlc was approved by Parliamentearlierthis

Morethan 56,000 -about 23%oflceland$voters - signedthe
B_etmonurgm President OlafRagnar Grimsson notto'signthe
ill. Magnas Ami Skulason, one 0fthe organisers ofthe peti-
tsleorr\]/l Cceomparedtherepaymenttofmancmgthecountryéhealth

“We were able to represent our arguments to the president,
and also on the occasion we handed over a petition to ask the
president to rejectthe current Icesave bill” he said o

“Theinterestrate onthe Icesaveagreement for lcelandislike
running the National Health Service oflceland for sixmonths.”

The'lcelandic government had threatened to resign ifthe
deal was rejected by MPs. _ T

‘Approving the hill is the better option and will avoid even
moree_conomlcdam(?gg,”FlnanceM|n|sterSte|ngr|murS|gfus-
son said during the agbate. _ _

Icesave - the internet arm of Icelandic hank Landsbanki,
which offered high interest rates - failed in October 2008,

An original agreement negotiated with the British and
Dutch governments was approved in August But subsequent
amendmentsnefgotl,atedbythepr|mem|n|sterwererejected|n
both countries, forcingafieshvote.

Under the new deal the money - which represents 40% of
t2r(1)e2 XoBugérys GDP - will be repaid gradually, staggered until
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Maritime 2009: Not too good, not too bad

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

THE performance of maritime sector in the_lyear 2009 was
neither too bad nor too good. One can easily deduce that
it was a mixed bag. Theré were some good néws and there
were also bad news. A?amst the year 2008, the Maritime
sector in 2009 was n(f,t 00 bad,

The year was earlier devoid of any spectacular event.
On July7th, there was a change in the' management ofthe
apex maritime regulatorY body-the Nigerian Maritime
Administration and Safety Agéncy (NIMASA). Dr. Ade
Dosunmu was replaced with Temi Omatseye, also two
executive directors were replaced. Despite that, Nigeria
has returned to the Council of the International Mari-
time Organisation (IMO) with even awider margin from

We are making greater push towards the actualization of
the Cabotage because there has been nothing to write home
about th_e_lmi)lementatlon ofthe Cabotaqe. _

Specifically, the Inland and Coastal Transportation
(Cabotage) Act 2003 was to preserve the Coast wise trade
) mdlgcene and it stipulates that all Vessels that operate
on our Coastal water must be owned, built and crewed hy

indigenes. o
_ 1gh|s_yeara_lso, after4(%?/ears oflipservice, the Iowerdredq-
ing ofRiver Niger took off, This project has anumber ofmul-
tiplier effect especially as it would allow for blg er vessels as
well asassistthe Nigerian Shippers Council (NST) in making
the dry ports/freight Stations project more efficent,
Since most important aspect of port operations were
handed overto private operators otherwise known as conces-
sionaires fewyears ago, activities atthe Nigerian Ports Author-/

ity (NPA) were atthe lowest ebb. The parastatal now only plays

the role oflandlord to the private operators. _
On the mixed hag, this has to do withthe |ss_u_eofsecur|ty.

The fact is that ther€ has been almost no Maritime security

in Nigeria. -

Wantlme security in 2009 has been zero. We have so many
securityagencies suc astheNltIJerlanNavy(NN),theMar!ne
,Police, various task forces and others performing over lapping
functions. The issue of multiple security agenciés is one ofthe
problems facing the mdust%. . o
_ Itwa3|nJuI%20(_)9that em|I|tantsfoundthewwaglmto
ihe Adas cove Jetty in Lagos. Atlas Cove Jetty lacks the basics
and it has no perimeter fencing as well as access control.

_ While the Searobbers use'high speed boats and sophis-
[ ticated weapons, the security agencies use rickety boats and
out dated wea oni. . ,

Hence, the call for anew agency -the Maritime Security
Agencyta take care ofthese threats. Already the Federal Gov-
ernmentin this regards has sent a Bill to thé National Assem-

ble._ . : : : :
_ Benin Republic experienced what they described as their
first piracy incidence and they blamed Nigeria for it. In fact
this year dlone there were over 240 pirate attacks in Somalia
on erchan_tVess_eIsandthegwatessucceeded|nh|jack|ng47
vesselsmakm%mllllons ofUS Dallars,

It couldbe said that Nigeria$situation was notthatbad byt
unlessthe se_cuntY issues on the ground are addressed Nigeria
may_be coming closelybehind Somalia. ,

The bank Crisis has impacted negatively on ship owner-
sh|g. This year, the Indu%enous Ship Owners have not had it
s0 had. [t s their worst year as some ofthem could™t even
payshaf[)sal rles.. . : -

Thebankcrisishasalso impacted nesgat|\_/el¥]ontheN|gner|a
Customs Serviceto the extentthat the Servicehas fallen short
ofreahzmg |tsta_rgetofN?]50 billion. _

In the Outgoing year, the NSC has been able to deliver the
Certificate of Occupancy to successful concessionaires who
have already moved'to sife and started the construction ofdry
ports/freight stations across the country. ,

The traffic atApaﬁa hasbeen chaotic throughout this year
and the government has found it difficult to find a solution to
the traffic problem. A couple of marine accidents were also
recorded thlsgear. Increasing boataccidents were recorded as
well asanumber of small high -speed boats capsizing.

Wreck removal has beén abandoned; this may not be (
unconnected with the multiple government agencies han-
dllngthetfask. o .

parttrom NIMASA, NPAthe NEMA isalso involved in
removal ofwrecks. The National Inland Waterways Agency
(NIWA) this year has been stru%gllng to be on the average
while the new management has een put in place.

'SMES can tackle unemployment & achieve vision 2020

By Onimisi Alao

SMALL and Medium Enterprises (SMES) have scarcely ever
done wellin N|gfer|a,butthey seem to have gane from bad to
worse overtimeTor different reasons, Lowfundjng, F_o,or infra-
structural development, unfavourable economic policies, poor
Implementation of even desirable policies, and'insecurity of
investments have been some ofthe reasons, _
Taking a fresh look at the widely perceived low funding of
SMEs in Nigeria in arecent event, a specialistin SME manage-
ment, Felix Tunde Awonaiya, said Nigeria could reduge its high
unemploymentrateand bé on coursetowardsbecoming oneof
the 20mast developed countries globally ifthe governmientwill
facilitate proRe_r fundm% 0ofSMES in the country., _
. Mr Awonalya spoke In Abuja |_nh|,sca§)aC|t as the Nige-
rian General Manager ofthe multinational SME finance and
development company, GroFin, during a conference that the
company organised toacquaint*he Abujabusingss community
wnh‘nﬁserwces. o
Thegreatestchallengetothe suiccessofSMEsinNigeriaispoor
funding, ('Heelaborated, “Nigeriansarehard work-
ing pedplewhotake delightinnurturingtheirbusinessesbut fund-
In |sacq:{e%t roblem here. Eecausefundm?|ﬁgerf]terallg/l?w, busi-
nessescant growanawhen businesses canttakeoftor cantexpand
because there is no sufficient capital, the entrepreneur suffers and
young Peoplewho need #obs_ cant getjobs because entrepreneurs
can onlyengage people ittheirbusinesses are flourishing,”
Hesaid’the country as a whole suffers considerably. ‘As a
society, we facea consequence ofhigh unemployment rate, but

Awonalyasal

beyond that isa fact we all must also face, and it is that we cant
hope to achieve our ambition to become one ofthe Jeading 20
bestindustrialised countries ifwe dont strengthen SME s
PresidentUmary Yaraduaadmitted that Nigeriaseconomy
needed to pickup when he declared earlyin hisadministration
that he would put N|Per|a on the path to reach the club ofthe
worlds 20 most developed countries by the year 2020,
“Thiswillremain a dream,” Awonaiya said, “unless govern-
ment wakes Lf_:p to the urgent need to provide the rightatmos-
phere for SMEs o thrive, partlcularlgw_lth regardsto funding.” ,
Some stakeholders have blamed dismal performances of
SMEs, inpart, on the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP&
introduced in 1986. The programme devaluec'the Naira an
caused the collapse ofmany SMEs because the SMEs suddenly
no Iﬁnger?adtthe amount t0fN|a|rathey required tobuy foreign
exchange for their raw materials. L
In ?oo? tne Fe eralaéo\_/ernment took what it consid-
ered a radical step to reposition SMEs by creating the Small
and Medium Enterprises Development’ Agency of Nigeria
(SMEDAN), basicallyto promote the development ofthe SME
subsectoroftheecon,orgg. , o ,
SMEDAN saysItis termm_edtosﬂmulateenterPnse_sand
help businesses Qvercome barriers to_[qro_vvth, an that it has
beendoingthisdiligently. TheresultofitSdiligence ishardlyvis-
ibleto the public. Ittould be thatbecause Nigériaisahuge coun-
try, effortsto tackle problems appear oftento yield no result. So,
only entrepreneurshenefiting directly fromhe Agencymaybe
ableto cortroborgte Ifs clalmsh
Apart from SMEDAN, there has been the older Small and

Medium Enterprises Equity Investment Scheme (SMEEIS), a
Erlvate initiative mounted in 1999 by banks under the Bankers
ommittee to improve SMEfundmth, L _

SMEEIS; as the Central Bank ofNigeriawhich supervises
the initiativewould describe it, “isaresponse to the Federal Gov-
ernmentsconcerns and policy measures for the prombtion of
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) as vehicles for rapid
industrialisation, sustainable economic development, poverty
alleviation and employment generation.” . ,

The Scheme re(t;uwes allbanks in Nigeriato setaside 10% of
their profitafter tax forthe promotion ofsmalland medium enter-
prises, The 10%is set aside annually in the form ofequity invest-
mentmeh%lbleenter yrises orasloans atsingledigit interestrate, to
reducetheburden ofinterestunder normalbank lending system.

But whatever the banks under this scheme may have done
would appear to have been no more a drop in the'ocean than
the activities ofthe government-run SMEDAN. ,

_ GroFinsFelix Awonaiya believes that SMES can do hetter in
Nigeriawith greater techrilcal and managerial support in addi-
tion to financlal faulmr/]. Hesaid it is in e with this beliefthat
his company stayswithits clients all through the journey from
the startofan erater rise o matun%.

He explained, “GroFin supports SMEsthrough all stages of
busmessd_evelopment,fromstart-upthroughgrowth_toexRan-
sion, providing acomplete one-stop customised solution which
addresses all aspects Qfhusiness.” _

. GroFinis @ multinational company which has presence
in nine countries, namely. Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria,
Oman, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, and Uganda.
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Plane skids off runway,
passengers unhurt

SOME 165 passengers and six crews escaped unhurt from a
plane that skidded offthe runway at Dortmund airport early
on Sunday after the pilot aborted takeoff, a spokeswoman for
airline Aif Berlin said.

‘A combination ofthe snowy weather and the speed the
plane wastravelling at forced the plane to skid offthe runway’
she said, but added'that there had been no need for an emer-
gency evacuation and no injuries. The Air Berlin Boging 737
was Heading to Las Palmas.

Dortmund airport, innorthern GermanY, has been closed
until furthernotice and passengers sentto other airports. The
Pllothad decided to abort take offat the lastmoment due to a

echnical irregularity, the spokeswoman said. (Reuters/NAN).

Japan Airlines has
state-funded aid doubled

THE Japanese government has aqr,eed to double the offer
of state-funded credit to Japan Aiflines SJAL)_ to 200bn yen
($2.2bn: £1,3bn). A state-runbank offered JAL aid of 100bnyen
In November, and has already paid out more than halfofthat.

Sharesin JAL, which made alossin four ofthe pastfiveyears
fell to record lows last week as speculation mounted it ould
fileforbankruptcy. Likemany airlines, JALhasheen hithard in
the global economic downturn. The extra funding was agreed
RX eputy Prime Minister Naoto Kan, Transport Minister Seiji

aeharaand other ministers atameeting on Sunday,

“The government has decided to expand from 100bn yen
to 200bn yen the line ofcredit from the Development Bank of
Japanto Japan Airlines,” an official statement said.

The announcement was made before trading resumes on
F]h?'JOkygBSéOCk Exchange on Monday, after the New Years

oliday. BBC.

BUSINESS

Ailr travel improved in 2009-1ATA

From Nahimah Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos

THE International Air T_rans?ort Association (IATAZ has
reported that the international scheduled traffic results for
November 2009 was far better than the Prev_mus year,
According to the world airlines mouth piece, %assenger
demandwas up by 2.1% coms)a_red to November 2008 while
freight demand reCorded a 9.5% improvement. Passenger load
facfors IATA said remain at pre-crisis levels of 75.4% while
freight load factors stood at 56.6%.
heassociationsaidthe improvementtrends for both passen-
gerand frelght arebeing exaggeratedhythe sharp fall in demand
exP_erlence during the secorid halfof2008. The following alter-
native measurements IATAStated provide perspective: Passenger
demand|56.4%b,etterthanthelowpomtreached|nthef|rst8uar-
ter 012009, but still 6% belowthe peak levels seen in early2008.
_IATA explained further that comparing to October (and
ad!ustm? for seasonality), passenger demand in November
actually ell by 0.7%, primarily dug to continued weakness in
North Americaand Europe. o
Freight demand is20% better than the low point in Decem-

|ATA urges global

rity challenge in ll?ht ofthe

foiled terrorist plotto down a

Detroit-hound aircraft.
The association also reit-

FROM Nahimah Ajikanle
Nurudeen, Lagos

THE International Air Trans-
ﬁort Association (IATA)  erated that the security ofpas-
as ur?ed the United States  sengersand employeesisatop
Department of Homeland Pnontyfortheawanon|ndus-
Security (DHS) and its Trans- ~ try. In"a letter to Homeland
[)or_tatlon Security Adminjs- Secur|t1y Secretary Napolita-
ration (TSA) to partnerwith  no, IATAs Direcfor General
and CEO Giovanni Bisignani
appreciated the swift reaction
0fDHS to maintain the confi-

industry to identify the most
effective and efficient ways

to address the evolving secu-

ber 2008, but still 10%below the peak levels seen in early 2008,
Comparing to October (and adjusting for seasonality), freight
demand grew by 4.7%, largely pn the Strength ofmarkets con-
nectedtoAsiaPacific. _

“Demand continues to improve, byt we still have a lot of
ground still to recover. We cannot anticipate any significant
improvement in yields in the commﬁ months. So, Conserv-
ing cash, controlling costs and carefully matching _caé)a_clty to
demand remain atthe keysto survival,” said Giovanni Bisignani,
IATAs Director General'and CEO.

Givingthe breakdown ofInternational Passenger Demand,
IATA disClosed that there werg improvements in passenger
demand contain significant variances by region. In November,
demand growth was recorded by carriers from Asia-Pacific
(+5.1%), Latin America (+8.2%) and the Middle East (+16.5%).

Asian traffic growth'is driven most directly by economic
recovery (with the exception ofJaE)_an).

Asian economic growth is fuelling strong demand for com-
moditiesinboth Latin Americaand Africa. While Latin Ameri-
can carriers are benefiting with husiness growth, a2.1%fall in
African traffic which indicates a loss in market share.

Middle East growth of 16.5% can also be related to the
strength ofAsiaand the ability ofMiddle East carriers to facili-
tate connection traffic to the region through Middle Eastern
hubs. Europeanand North American carriefshoth experienced
a3.0%fallin November traffic. o

Unemployment concerns continue to negatively impact con-
sumer confidence inboth markets compared to last November,
European carriershavesaidtohavecutcap ¢'.yby3.9%and North
American carriers by 6.7%. While this hus booSted load factors,
capacity adjustmentsmay also be weighing on growth rates.

On'the Intemationcd Freight Demand, IATA said the bulk
ofthe air freight markets connect Asia with the 14.5% growth
in freight demand for Asia-Pacifict carriers which is lintked to
thesuccessofshmulusgackage_s|ndnvmgmdustnaloutputand
broader economic recovery withinthe région.

Carriersinotherregionsalso sawstron 9rowth|n_fre|ghtas
follows: Africa +8.1%?, Latin America (+17.5%), Middl€ East
(+21.4%) and North America (+13.6%). _

_ European carrierswerethe only rouptOﬁ)ostadropmtr_af-
fic, recording a 5.6% fall in demand; this reflects the lingering
economic malaise in the region.

cooperation to make flying secure

dence ofthe flying public and
airlineemployees:

Bisignani noted the need
for short-term temporary
and extra-ordinary security
measures until the immedi-
atethreat has abated. He cau-
tioned Secretary Napolitano
thatlong-term solutions must
includeimprovedtechnology
and effective risk assessmert
techniques. . ,

Bisgnani added, “The air

transport system cannot sup-
port 100%pat-down searches
overthe longterm.”

IATA s fecommending a
smaller percentage of intén-
sive pat downs miaccompanied
by technologies or propor-
tionate screening procedures
a5 a means to achieve near-
term security requirements
with reduced delays.,

While security is govern-
ments responsibility; it is a

shared priority with mdustrr. ation and information shar-
Bisignani urgied DHS to  ingamong and within intel-
allow the current short-term  ligence organizations.
measures to be urgently fol- “Effective  security needs
|lowed-upbyacomprehensive  a system that isbuiltgn global
DHS/industryreviewofsecu-  harmonization, effective infor-
ritysystemstoaddressexisting  mation  exchange, Industry/
and evolving security threats.  government cooperation, isk
He noted that the failed  assessment and efficient tech-
Detroit terror plot empha-  nology. This Ishow we made
sized two key realities: the  flyingthesafestwaytotravel We
lobal nature ofthethreatand  miust'take the same approach
e need foreffectivecooper-  withsecuritysaidBisignani
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JIGAWA STATE GOVERNMENT
COMMMUNITY BASED URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT

Project Name: Jigawa State Community Based Urban Development Project.

Country: Nigeria.

Project I.D.: P069901.

CONTRACT AWARD BY INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

CQNSTRUCTIQNQERQABNETWQRK
Bid/Contract Reference No: JG/INCBUDP/ICB/02/08/Lot01.
Scope of Contract: Construction of 5.5 km Aspaltic Road

networks.
Duration of Contract
Contract Signature Date:

Awarded Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:-
Evaluated Bid Price:
Contract Price:

Evaluated Bidders)
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price:'

Name: 'V

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price;

Name:

Address:
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Rejected Bidder(s)
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Reason(s)for rejection:
presented.

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Reason(s) for rejection:
specified amount.

CQNSIRUCTtON OF C ja"R

AND CHALETS

Bid/Contract Reference No:

Scope of Contract:

Youth centre and Chalets.

Duration of Contract:
Contract Signature Date:

Awarded Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening-
Evaluated Bid Price:
Contract Price:

Evaluated Bidder(s)
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Limited.

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Limited.

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Company Limited.
Address: *
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Limited.

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

12 Months.
27th October, 2009.

H and M Nigeria Limited.
Kano, Kano State.
N428,067,062.32
N410,167,062.32
N430,167,062,32

Rhas Nigeria Limited.
Abuja.

N 506,596,476.00
N490,264,793.50.

Consolidated ContractorsLimited.
lkeja, Lagos.

N 539,422,443.00

N 505.503,998.32.

Demski Nigeria Limited.
Abuja.

N 517,824,337.80
N448,024,575.43

SKY Technical and Construction
Company Limited.
Kano, Kano State.
N 510,353,907,53
N490,353,907.53

Bakabo Nigeria Limited,
Kano, Kano State.
N 351,308,426,70.
N331,233,351.70

Quemecs Nigeria Limited.
Kaduna, Nigeria.

N 498,394,296.25.

Fax copy of Bid security

Bakabo Nigeria Limited.

Kano, Kano State,

N 351,308,426.70.

Annual turnover less than the

Unable to provide creditfacility
from their bankers

ENAJHAYUm TTH CENTRE

JG/NCBUDP/1CB/02/08/Lot02.
Construction of Conference hall,

10 Months.
27th October. 2009.

Business Gold Limited.
Abuja.
N250,364,542.50
N185,861,121.16.
N221,861,103.16

Golden Construction Limited.
Maitama, Abuja.

N 283,470,332.67.

N 239,702,392.43.

Millennium Thrust Investment

Abakaliki, Ebonyi State.
N 242,730,033.84
N 207,632,130.16.

Adams Technical Services

Kano, Kano State,
N 243,484,559.85.
N 190,127,037.47.

Consolidated Construction

lkeja, Lagos.
N 243,992,809.81.
N 206,020,991.50.

Crew Construction Company

Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N227,013,665.92.
N210,228,784.92.

Musao and Sons Limited.
Hadejia, Jigawa State.

N 299,542,672.49.

N 253,145,845.61,

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:
Address:
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price
u
Name:
Address:
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Company Limited.
Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

S.D. Ventures Limited.
Abuja.
N265,801,181.50.
N226,769,251.05.

Bakabo Nigeria Limited.
Kano, Kano State,
N291,193,383,75
N274,173,896.72.

Ginau Properties Limited.
Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N207,994,204,57.
N165,660,948.50. \\

SKY Technical and Construction
Kano, Kano State. !
N432,483,596,21.
N404,121,515.08.

Nasiha Investment Limited,
Kano, Kano Sate..
N249,576,569.86.
N219,997,749.92.

CONSTRUCTION OF FISH MARKET STALLS

Rejected Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Reason(s) for rejection:

Ginau Properties Limited.

Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N207,994,204.57.

Registration less than 5 years and

the annual turnover is less than the specified amount.

Bid/Contract Reference No: JG/NCBUDP/03/08/Lot 03.

Scope of Contract:
Duration of Contract:
Contract Signature Date:
Evaluation Currency:

Awarded Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated Bid Price:
Contract Price:

Evaluated Bidder(s)
Name:

Properties Limited.
Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Rejected Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:

Construction of Fish Market Stalls.
10 Months.

27* October, 2009.

Nigerian Naira. (NGN)

Adams Technical Services Limited.
Kano, Kano Sate.
N 77,652,581.00.
N 70,245,197.15.
N 73,730,188.15,

Allied Development Consult and

Katsina, Katsina State.
N 83,454,585.04
N 75,991,419.64.

Bakabo Nigeria Limited.
Kano, Kano Sate.
N 78.200,922.45
N78,823,659.55.

Millennium Thrust Investment Limited.
Abakaliki, Ebonyi State. 1

N 116,562,703.32.

N 102,695,663,09.

Ginau Properties Limited.
Kaduna, Kaduna State.

N 74,326,935.30.

N 60,517,692.93.

Teleview International Limited.
Maitama, Abuja.
N86,697,194.34.
N87,915,973.34.

Yakasai Nigeria Limited.
Kano. Kano State
N99,033,782.40.
N91,550,921.93.

Business Gold Limited. ,
Abuja.

N86,049,061.00.

N81,625,050.00.

Musa o and Sons Limited.
Hadejia, Jigawa State.
N42,208,007.10.
N77,194,436.10,

Swaleys Nigeria Limited.
Abuja.
N84,861,872.60.
N73,161,183.37.

SKY Technical and Construction
Company Limited.
Kano, Kano State.
N143,111,408.11.
N136.135,756.68.

Ginau Properties Limited,
Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N74,326,935.30.

Reason(s) for rejection:

Registration less than the required

5years.

CONTRACTS AWARDED UNDER NATIONAL COMPETITIVE

BIDDING

Bid/Contract Reference No: JG/NCBUDP/03/NCB/08/Lot 04
Scope of Contract: Transformer Upgrade and power Distribution.

Duration of Contract: 10 Months.
Contract Signature Date:

Awarded Bidder
Name:

Limited.

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated Bid Price:
Contract Price;

Evaluated Bidder(s)
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:
Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Rejected Bidders)
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Reason(s) for rejection:

Name:
Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Reason(s) for rejection:

PIPELINE NETWORKS

27th October, 2009.

Land and Water Partnership

Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N47,068,712.78.
N42,340,277.14.
N 44,840,277.14.

Sosay Nigeria Limited.
Uyo, Akwa- Ibom State.
N58,747,815.00
N54,571,050.85.

Interlinked Technologies
Limited.

lkeja. Lagos.

N 60,772,000.13.

N 58,272,000.13.

Jidec Nigeria Limited.
Kaduna, Kaduna State.
N68,135,408.85.

N 61,785,103.85.

A.B. Sanda Nigeria limited.
Katsina, Katsina State.
N49,205,677.50.

Bid notcbmpletely filled.

Digibits Controls Nigeria
Limited.

Kano, Kano State.
N44,910,618.50.

Fax copy ofbid security
presented.

Bid/Contract Reference No: JG/INCBUDP/03/NCB/08/Lot05.
Scope of Contract Construction of Boreholes, Tanks, Generator

and Pipeline networks.
Duration of Contract: 10 Months.
Contract Signature Date:

Awarded Bidder
Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated Bid Price:
Contract Price:

Evaluated Bidder(s)
Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:

Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Address:
Bid price atbid opening:
Evaluated bid price

Name:

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Name:

Engineering Limited.
Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Evaluated bid price:

Rejected Bidder
Name:

Limited.

Address:

Bid price at bid opening:
Reason(s)for rejection:

27th October, 2009.

Integrated Engineering
Resources Limited.
Awka, Anambra State.
N47,912,483.92.
N44,078,464.72.
N45,758,464.74.

Famusa Resources Limited.
Kano, Kano State.
N115,631,472.00.
N118,939,675.58.

Fortia Water Nigeria Limited.
Kano, Kano State.
N87,594,057.40.
N86,065,185.40.

A.Z. Engineering Services
Nigeria Limited.

Kano, Kano State.
N53,406,682.50.
N47.112.011.00.

C.GC. Nigeria Limited.
Kaduna, Kaduna State,
N116,289,368.30,
N114,609,366.30.

W ater and Services
Kano, Kano State.
N82,568,158.68.
N81,246,159.28.

Ground Water Engineering

Wuse, Abuja.
N49,607,058.90.

Bid security notin Company’'s
name and the Bid is notfully
filled.

Signed
Management
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THE FAMILY OF LATEA. AHMED USMAN BICHI
Massage Cf (Zpp”eciatien

With gratitude and complete submission to the willofALLAH (S.W.T) we wish to use this medium to express ourprofound appreciation to our numerous brothers, sisters,
friends, sympathizers, and associates who stoodfamily behind us during our moment ofgrief(through various means ofcondolences) as a result of the sudden death of

ourillustriousbrotherandfather HAMZA AHMED BICHI exactly two month ago.

In particularwe wish to express our sincere thanks, gratitude and appreciation to the followings:

His Excellency Engineer A.T Abdullahi Gwarto- Deputy Governor Kano state.

AH*. Abduikartm Hassan - Secretaryto the State Government

Alh. Rabi'u Zakarla- Head ofO vil Service Kano State

Alh. Ahmed Ibrahim Yakasai

Hon. CommissionerMin. ofCommerce, Industry, Cooperative & TourismKano
I Alh. Musa lliyasu Kwankwaso

Hon.CommissionerMin.ofRuraland Community DevelopmentKano

Aft. Bashir Shehu Gatadanchi- Hon. CommissionerMin. of Science and Technology Kano

Alh, Muhd Abubakar Rimi- FirstCivilian Governor Kano State

Or. Rabi'u Musa Kwankwaso- Former Civilian Governor (Cano State

Alh. Tijjani Hashim -Saladiman Kano

AH*. IdrisBayero-Barden Kano, Dtstrlc Head o f Bichi

Alh. Sama'ilaMuhd -Sarto Karshi (KT}

Alh. Abubakar Abdullahi- District Bead o f Kuraye (Katsina State)

Alh. lawal Shehu -Chairman Bichilocal Government

Al». Ado Umar Mohd « Special Adviserto H.E, Governor of Kano State

ABi. Mahmoud Baba Bichi- Former Member Representing Bichiin the National Assembly

Alh. SuleimanMohd (Late) - Magayakin Zanau

Alh. Mohd Dankwano - Wanbaniahun

AB>, BashirOthman Tofa- Chairman Elder's Forum ANPPKano

Alh. Ammani inuwa - Deputy Chairman Elder's Forum ANPP Kano

Alh. Bello Hayatu- Senator Representing Kano North National Assembly
Alh. Sani Hashim Hotoro-Chairman ANPP Kano
Alh. Farouk lawan - Member RepresentingShanono and Bagwai National Assembly

tAlh. Farouk lya - Chairman POP Kano

Major General Aminu Maitama 8kW Commander InfantryCorp, NigeriaArmy SSM
Colanel Ibrahim Adamu jrtd)

Alh, M udi Speaking - An Elder Statementand Prominent Politician

Alh. lili Cgabari*Businessman and prominent Politician Kano

Alh. Abubakar Sani Kwangiia - Prominent Kano Businessman

Alh. LawanBkhi-Md/CEO ASASCO Nig Itd.

,AliyuAminu Ringm -Chairman/CEO Finsurance Abuja

Alh. tasfcirAiimetf - Retired Grand Khadi Kano State

Alh. DattiAhmed - Retired PS and Imam Galadanchi Mosque Kano City
Alh. Salihi Ahmed Bichi - Retired PS Kano

Alh. Aliyu Mahmoud Gatadanchi - Retired PS Kano

Alh. Mukhtar Ahmad - Retired Bank Executive Kano

Alh. Aliyu Mahmoud GatadanchieLeading Businessman Kane

Alh. Zubairu Mahmoud Galadanchi-Retired PS Kano

Professor Ibrahim Umar-SUK Kano

ProfessorMuhd Yahaya Bkhi - Provost Collage of Education Kano
ProfessorKabiruAhmed Bkhi -Deputy Vice ChancellorBUK
Professor Abdu Yahaya Bichi - BUK

Dr. KabiruAbubakar - ChiefMedical Dimeter NationalOrthopedkHospital Date, Kano

The cream of Permanent Secretaries, Managing Director, Directors and other top Government Officials and functionaries Kano state, leading Ulamas, Politicians Civil

Servants, Businessmen, Students etc tonumerous tomentions individually.

Last, but not the least we wish to thank all those name could notbe mentioned due to lack ofspace who in various ways expressedtheircondolences andprayer. May the

ALMIGHTYALLAH blessand rewardyouALL abundantly Amin|

SIGNED:

DAHIRU AHMED BICHIyFOR THE FAMILY

PUBLIC NOTICE

Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
(NEITI}, the Nigerian subset of the global Extractive
Industry Transparency Initiative (EITI) aims at
following due process and achieving transparency in
payments by extractive industry companies to
governments and government-linked entities; and
in the revenues received and reported by those
governments and entities.

In accordance with EITI Principles, NEITI is being
validated by IDL Group, independent approved EITI
Validators, against the EITI Criteria and the grid that
can be downloaded from www .neitLorg.ng.

The general public and Stakeholders are welcome to

submit written submissions directly to IDL Group on
efijgegfeesyDergvKloiial.net or tagbo@chfs.co.za.

NEIT

49 J&ssmy Carter Street Mokoro - Ai&p Jwww,ng&iorg,ngi

ivi'd

UNIVERSITY OF ABUJA, ABUJA
INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

\P»M < ATION FOR ADMISSION IN'TO  >SI<.RADi AIE
DIPLOMA IN EDIiCATION (PC DE).2009,'2ft10 SESSION
Appl|cat|ons are hereby invited for admission into February 2010 Batch of Post-

Diploma in Education (PGDE) programme of the Insti f Education,
gfalvue?ts?tyo?ﬁgbu?a ducation (PGDE) programme of the ‘Institute of Educatio

The Programme is designed to, among other things; provide access to professional
traqu{!1r t?ﬂwret %S Serswnlgnon teachmg%uah?maﬂor(ﬁe dingtot eawardg the PGDE

Duration: _
TheProgramme isto run for 18 months.

Admission Requirements;
Firstdegree and Higher National Diploma

Study Centers:

Model anaPy School Asokoro

Gado Nasko Primary School Gwagwatada
Lastweek ofFebruary 2010

Method ofApplication:

Anpplication forms are obtainable dlrectlx from the United Bank for Africa (OBA) Pic

Gwagwalada Branch atthe costofFive Thousand Naira (N5,000, )ony

gllosmggatef he safe of f 3 2010. Ail leted f h
osing date for the safe of forms js 31" Janyary 2010. Ail completed forms wit

photoc%pwsofrelevant(focuments shou}d reac% Y d

TheDirector

Institute o Educat|on

FL)JnlversnyofAbUJa

Abuja, Nigeria.
Oborbefore 10* February* 2010

Mallanﬂz!\/? B, Mod|bb0
egls rars


http://www.neitLorg.ng
mailto:tagbo@chfs.co.za
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Nigerian Communications Commission

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUBSCRIBER SIM CARD REGISTRATION

The Nigerian Communications Commission, NCC, in exercise of its regulatory functions as provided for by
'She Nigerian Communications Act (NCA) 2003, wishes to inform the general public and all the relevant

stakeholders that arrangements have been concluded for the commencement of registration of all SIM
Card Holders in Nigeria.

Registration Of New Sim Cards

With effect from 1st March 2010, all new SIM Cards must be registered before activation. Al telecom
oner]gtF]ng companies have been directed to put all necessary arrangements in place for the smooth take
off of the exercise.

The general public is invited to note that valid identification documents will be required for those seeking
registration of their SIM Cards. These will include:
» E Passports
» Corporate/Company or Work Place Identity Cards that has Pension Identification /Tax Numbers etc.
« Student ID Cards from recognized institutions
* Drivers License issued by the Federal Road Safety Commission, FRC
o E-Tax Cards |

The registration process will include the capture of the photograph and biometrics of the subscriber. Proxy
registration shall be restricted to the direct families of persons seeking registration.

Existing Sim Card Holders

With regards to the existing SMCard holders, necessary processes and procedures are currently being put
In place to guarantee a smooth registration exercise. The general public and all relevant stakeholders will
be notified Indue course about the timing and howto proceed.

Signed:

Dave Imoko

Director of Public Affairs

NSG Nigerian Communications Commission

Plot 423, Aguiyi lronsi Street, Maitama, Abuja. Tel: 09 - 4617000 - 29.
S9N Fax: 09 - 2344589, 4617502. E-maii: ncc@ ncc.gov.ng http: www.ncc.gov.ng


mailto:ncc@ncc.gov.ng
http://www.ncc.gov.ng
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Heart attack
and stroke fears
over fat-busting
wonder pill

A fat-busting pill used by thousands, in the UK is being investigated
%rneesdlcmes watchdogs over fears it could cause heart attacks and

The European Medicines Aqency (EMA}, which licenses the use of
the drug Reductil, is looking atthe results ota clinical trial which sug-
?_eits that its active |n%red|ent sibutramine, could lead to an increased
isk of developing heart problems, o _
. Nearly 330,000 prescriptions for the drug, which tricks the brain
into beliéving the stomach'is full, were writtén out in 2008.

The safetyéiata has.come from an international trial of 10,000
patients carrfe outdur_mgthe ast sIx years, _

Most of those recruited for the Sibutramine Cardigvascular Out-
80me Tnlal (SCOUT% were overweight or obese and already had car-

lovascularproblems. _

A heart copdition would normally exclude them from taking the
drug| because it can slightly raise blood pressure. _

owever, the EMA™has said that, as a result of the Seriousness’ of
the study's concerns, it Is looking at the |mFI|cat|on_s for all patients
ﬁ}f}‘serr%%me prescription-only drg and will release its findings later

Untilthen, it has advised doctors to use Reductil ‘with caution’and
to monitor patients’blood pressure and heart rate.

The UK’ medicines watchdog, The Medicines and Healthcare
Products Regulatory Agency, also confirmed itwas reviewing the data.

The agency has recorded 2,094 suspected adverse reactions to
Reductil Since it was, introduced in 2001, and 17 deaths have been
!iquflj(es(tjr(t) etshe drug. Six ofthe deaths were caused by heart problems

Reductil works by blocking the nerve cells that release and reabsorh
th?hormoneserotonm,achem|calneurotransm|tter|nthebramthat
affects moods and appetite. _

sthe |eV(i| ofseroto,nhn inthe body rises, people feel fuller, eat less
and, asa result, lose weignt. _ -

The drug is recommended for patients who are clinically obese’
- those with a Body Mass Index over 30 - or for anyone with a BM
higher than 27 wha has another weight-related health problem,

A spokesman for Abbott Laboratories, which manufacturers
Reductil, said: ‘Our ong_omg evaluation of the SCOUT study data
does not change our medical'assessment ofsibutraminesrisk/benefit
profile when Used approprlatel¥ in the apFroved patient population.

‘Sibutramine isanimportant treatment for patients who are obese.”

The earlier to bed, the healthier the head

PHOTO: GETTY

THE authors of the study, published in the journal Sleep, said that
the more sleep adolescents get the better itis for their mental health

TEENAGERS should go to bed claims.
before 10pm to stop them devel- — Teensallowed to goto bed after
oping depression, new research midnight were almost a quarter -

24 per cent - more likely to suffer
from depression and a fifth more
likely to think about self harm
thanthose who were set bedtimes
of 10pm or earlier.
. The authors of the study, (Pub-
lished in the journal Sleep, said that
the mare sleep adolescents get the
better it is fortheir mental health.
Adolescents who usually s_IeRt
for five or fewer hours per night
were 7L per cent more likely™to
suffer from depression and 48 per
cent more likely to think about
commlttlnF suicide than those
wha reported getting eight hours
of nightly sleep; it was claimed.

Researchers studied more than
15,000 students and their parents
at US schools from age 12 to 17.

The average sleep duration
was Seven houts and 53 minutes
against the nine or more hours of
nightly sleep recommended for
adolescents. Those with a bed-
time or lORm or earlier slept on
average eight hours and ten min-
utes - 33 minutes longer than
those who went to bed at 11pm,
and 40 minutes more than those
who went to bed past midnight.

Dr James Gangwisch, " lead
authof and a professor at Colum-
bia University College of Physi-

cians and Surgeons in New York,
said: “Our results are consistent
with the theory that inadequate
sleep is a risk factor for depression.”

Adequate quality sleep could
therefore be a preventative meas-
ure against depression and a treat-
mentor depression. _

Of the parents questioned,
54, Fer cent of parents said their
child had to go to hed by 10pm
or earlier on Weeknights, 21 per
cent reported_setting' a bedtime
of 11pm, and 25 per cent reported
setting a bedtime of midnight or

ater.
Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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Signh Language

Ifre guest
ffowdy | Welcome you go into the ffuM m

Hotel,-

of hotel especially establish the recreational hre.

the foot

Service! tern:Hai rdressing, haireare,
fmmlItM Care

bathe

farm and fragrant craze line: Inside tracku

Outside line 13195918491 3695698

fiivov»l L1 s i < iiil seflhi witi

Drin™ \ijii

unprecedented warm and fragrant and romantic

w gracious presence!

Lost in translatior*You need an interpreter

Photo location: China, by AdamToffree
Culled from tfte*telegraph.co.uk

EASY CROSSWORDS

record

1. Pounds 58. "You'd.
the day!™
4. i 59. Hospitaltalk  11. Cappand wds.)
&ﬁ%ﬁlﬁ% for “quick’ Capone 41. Proclama-
(abbr.) 60. Pampering 18. “Star Trek* tion i
8, Hawteye's places doctor 43. Sagas |
portrayer 81. Ref, i 20. Forty winks ~ 45. Bordeaux \
12. Promissory bsasebatk 22. Hoax exports
24. Oil cartel 46. Cutoff
13. Ken LBDKP/'S DOWN (sfebr.) 48. Unbleached
nelgnno 1. Long prison  25. Aromatic coior
14. Believe sentence spice 48. Haidiof
15. Resoftjte- 2. Cook 26. Rat- "Project
) cabbage oouomeo Bunway”
17. Scottish 3. Certain boats 50. Soak
Caps 4. Scout's 27. Missile through
18. Choose rider initials 51.*_a
19. Tops (2 5. Thatiady 28. Tiny insect Rebef
wds.) 6. Italian city 29. Didn'tfloat ~ 52. Supper
21. Businesses 7. Average 31. Self- scrap
(abbr.) concept 53. Actress
23. Smell 32. Moreor_ _ Zadora
27. I>thatevent 9. Grassy 36. Library time  55. R.E. Lee’s
(2 wds.) meadow stamp «S.
30. Pitch m 10, Rep.’s 38.“Do___
%2 éverage opponent say'* (2
. Potter’s
material 1 2.5 § 5 € O:B 9 \D It
35. Birthday ) L 1*
number ”
36. Wooden ts 8 il
patio
37. Actor :@ ]9
Sazzara
38. OT book
39. D.|st|n W @
airmen %
40. Creates .
42. Scenery 1?7
44, SSW and
EME, e.g. ®
47. Looks
secretly
51. Arizona 9 3
indian
54. Surround 5
56. Newsman
Sevaresd 83

57. Phonograph

Solution to Easy Crosswords
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

56

21 79 8

7 8 3
56 2

51

Solution to Sudoku 55

i 5 9 7 6 2 4 8 3
§ 3 7 1 4 9 6 2 5
2 6 4 3 5 8 1 9 7
5 4 2 8 3 7 9 6 1
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News Extra

Body scanner wouldn't
have foiled syringe bomber

..Says MP who worked on new machines

THE £100,000 body scanners, seen here at work, would not have stopped the Christmas Day
bomber, according to Tory MP Ben Wallace

G ordon  Browns
plans to foil terror-
It attacks by install-
Ing body scanners
at UK alrports are
doomed to failure, according to

an MP who helped to design the
machines,

Tory MP Ben Wallace, who
worked on the scanners . at
defence research organisation
QinetiQ before entering Parlia-

UMAR Farouk Abdul Mutallab had high explosives sewn into his

underpants

ment in 2005, said the £100,000

‘millimetre wave’machines would

not have stop ed syringe homber

Umar Farouk Abdul” Mutallab

from trying to mount his attack
on Christmas Day,

The terrorist’had sewn hl?h
explosives into his under[)an
which he attempted to detonate
asthe plane flew over Detroit,

T he Prime Minister vowed
to use technology, and
additional scans”at air-

%orts to fight the threat from Al

aeda.

But Mr Wallace warned:
must advise the Prime Mmtster
and the British Pubhc that the
scanners are not a “silver bullet”
You would be mistaken to think
that they would counter the new
threat.

‘Themﬂhmetrewavetechnol
ogy Isharmless, quick and can be

deployed overtly or covertly. But

|tcannotdetectchemlcalsorhght
plastics.

‘Thetﬁ have their uses They
gtve a s arper image of objects

especial ymetalhc than the
metal arch™ scanners now in use.

And as they scan the whole
body, they would speed up secu-

BRITISH Prime Minister Gordon Brown

rity checks as there would be less
need for the “pat-down” search.

‘They are also able to scan
crowds ‘at a distance. But they
cannotdetectever ything.’He said
that the on P/type ofscannerthat
mlghtbe ableto Et(tckup concealed
explosives were X-ray machines -
but they pose healthrisks and are
too slow t0 operate.

Mr Wallace, the Shadow Scot-
tish Minister, added: ‘Scanners
are onldv part of the solution. A
methad better than any scanner
is profiling. Why Is it at airports

q z Imustadvise
the  Prime
Minister -
and the Brit-
Ish  public
- that the
scanners are
not a "silver
bullet.

weaIIareputthroughsecurttythe
same way?

Transport Secretary Lord
Adonis said he was considering
tollowm in the footsteps ofthe

Vbanntngalr Ine passengers
trom eaving their seats for the'last

hourofanyjourneﬁ/ ,aswell as giv-
ing airliné staff the authority to
targ{NtI high rlsk passengers.

hilé' this mové would
undoubtedlyan erethnic minor-
ity groups, one Muslim MP has
caused controversy by saying he
thinks Muslims should be singled
out at airports for extra security
checks.

Khalid Mahmood, the Labour
MP for Birmingham Perry Barr
said: I think most peogle would
rather e qroftled than blown up.
ltwouldn' be victimisation of an
entire community,

‘It people want to fly safely
we have fo take measures to stop
things like the Christmas Day

, plot

Pl “The fact is the majority of

people who have carried out or

Blanned these terror attacks have
een Muslim.’

B uf Massoud Shadjareh, the
chariman of the Islamic
Human Rights Commis-

sion, contested: <1fs not true that

all terrorists are Muslims,

Any such measure would not
only alienate people, itwould also
be ineffective’in terms ofstopping
terrorists.”

Meanwhile, it was on
announced at the weekend that
Britain and the United States are
to jointly fund a counter-terror-
IS unit’in Yemen, in response to
the latest airline bomb plot.

Abdul Mutallab is said to have
told FBI agents that he was radi-
calised and trained in Yemen.



News Extra

PRINCE William seen hereata polo match with Prince Charles, is
loathe to undermine his father's role in the Royal family

p rince William has no
interest in b,ecommg
a ‘shadow king; an
will concentrate on

_ his military ambitions

in the near future, a spokesman

for St Jamess Palace has said.
“Over the next few years,
Prince William will be concen-
trating primarily on a military
careerwhile also sIut;htIy increas-
ing his [charity] patronages and
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Prince William: don't
want to be a'shadow King'

the other interests that he pur-
sues,”the spokesman told a Sun-
day newspaper. .~

Prince William will not be a
“shadow king” - the possibility
IS not even bemg considered,” he
added. Royal aides said that the
young prince does not want to be
shen &s trying to encroach on his
fathersrole., _

‘The Prince of Wales is a
hugely passionate man and
Prince William wants the spot-
light to fall on his father as much
as {JOSSIb|e. Prince William does
not want to be put in a position
before his time - before he is
ready,” one source was quoted as
saying.

T he statement is in direct
contradiction with gov-
ernment documents

uncovered by the Mail on Sun-

day last month which revealed
that William was belnﬁ groomed
to take over some ofthe Queen’s
w_bljc duties. At the weekend

illiam’s representative played
down the report saying it was
outof date’

He told the Sunday Telegraph
that Prince William will largely
be concentrating on militaryTly-
m? to become aSearch and réscue
[n 0tin 2010, though he would be
aking.on more responsibilities
with Ris charity patronages,
_ ThePrincelspreparing for his
first official foreign tourto rep-
resent the Queen, he is desperate
notto undermine his fathersrole
within the Royal family.

T he 27-year-old prince is
flying tg New Zealand and
Alustralia at the ?uee_ns

bequest in two weeks, fuelling

speculation that he will have
more ofarole supporting his eld-
erly grandmother.
e future king is also des-
|%erate to prove himselfas a true
AF officer, particularly as he
will become head of the’Armed

Forces when he takes the throne.

His mtenswetralnm%overt_he
nexteight months will allow him
tohecome afuIIYqu_aIlfled search
and rescue ?Ho , ajob which he
hopesto do foratleastthree years
betore trying to fulfil his ambition

to be posted to awar zane,

_One royal official said; Part of
Prince Williams motivation is to
be able to earn his rank and posi-
tion. He wants to be able to'look
other members of the Armed
Forces in eye and say: “l am agen-
uine full-time serving officér in
the RAF. | wantto be used like any
other officer and not be favoured
ormollycoddled.” _

The princes representatives
told the Sunday Telegraph that
he would be based at RAF Valley
in Anglesey for mostof2010 ashe
trains'to flya Sea King helicopter.

He will, over the years, slowle
develop his role within the Royd
family and consolidate is chari-
table Commitments according to
royal sources.

A ccording . to  Jamie
Lowther-Pinkerton,  a
former SAS officer who

now acts as Prince Williams pri-

vate secretary, the tnF to. New

Zealand and Australia is ‘an

instance of Her Majesty seeing

an opportunity for her grandson
to learn the ropes’

Introducing our
‘Reader’s Reports’

section

Do you have an interesting
News story or Picture?

Well begin publishing your own stories
and pictures on this page daily.

Please send them to

myreport@dailytnjst.com a mypicture@dailytrust.com

with your full name and address.

Your news stories must be of public interest,
factual and objective. Pictures must also be

of public interest, good quality and accompanied
with a caption. \


mailto:myreport@dailytnjst.com
mailto:mypicture@dailytrust.com
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property@dailytrust.com
HOTLINE 07041632079

Niger River dredging isa sucoess- MInister

cise any fear as the dredging work
IS 0n progress.

,"We Commenced the dredg-
ing on SeBtembe[ 10and it is sup-
posed to be for six months. So, it
may be ending around March or
April. After the completion ofthe
capital dredging, we would then
embark on maintenance dred%-

By Shehu Abubakar

DESPITE reservations expressed
by some qfthe communities and
&eopled0|n business at the Niger

ver over the slow performarice
of the_companies dredging the
river, Transport Minister, Alhaji
Ibrahim Isa Bio has said that
the dredgm% work is going gn ing. I have been in constant touch,
smoothly'and according to speci- 1'go round and inspect and i
fication,” Bio told D_a|_I%( rust  helieve they are _m_aklnﬁ study
that he is personally visifing and  progress. | am satisfied that they
mspe_ct!ng the dredgmg workand phe contractor's) can deliver. The
is satisfied that the dre %mgw_ork evel of water in the river is not
at the over 500 kilometers river  going to_ affect the completion
length is going on fine. Biourged  period ofthe job, Even when the
theTiver communities notto exer-  Niger River was high, it affected

Rep threatens to
drag contractors
to EFCC

From Beatrice Onuchukwu, Awka

THE member representing Nnewi
North, Nnewi South and Ekwusigo
in the Federal House ofRepresent-
atives, Mr. C ?raln Maduabum
has threatened to arrest contrac-
tors handlmrc]; some infrastructural
prOJSECtS in the state. _

_ peakm%_at an interactive ses-
sion " with his constituents dur-
ing which he donated motorcy-
clés, bags of rice and wrappers, at
Ukpor, Nnewi South Local Gov-
ernment Area of Anambra State,
Maduabum lamented that contrac-
tors handling the Nnewi Teaching
HosRHaI projects are yet to justify
the huge sum of money given to
them fOr the projects wdrning that
they will face the anti-graft drilling
Ifthiey fail to perform.
~ Healso said that the contract-
ing firm CCC handling the federal
government road is Yet to give

negatively the performance ofthe
contractor hecause most of the
channels were collapsing because
there was so much watér to bat-
tle with. _

. But members of the Niger
River communities living “in
Lokoja, Kogi state and Onitsha
in Anambrg state said the dredg-
ing of the river fcgoing at a snail
speed and expressed fear that the
contractors may not he able to
c_omrplete the dredging before the
river dries up. _ _

A major transport In KQ?I
state, Alhaji Isa Onoja told Daily
Trust that the dredging exercise
was yetto cover Lokoja axis about

quali_tﬁ_perform ance t0 justifythe
N3 hiflion allocated for the wark.

'Why Lagos introduced toll
gate on Lekki-Epe expressway'

From Femi Akinola, Lagos

GOVERNOR of Lagos State, Babatunde Fashola has said the_tollgiate to
be mounted. on the "Lekki- Epe expressway was the best option Tor the
concessionaire who financed the project to earn his investment back.
According to him, the concessionaire is not a charity organization,
thus, the introduction of the toll gate on the 50 kilometer road that was
under construction. He said the concessionaire will run thetolls_Ystem for
aperiod Jong enou%h to make his money and a reasonable profit without
g%tg relrn,g, “thenthe road hecomes the asset of Lagos State and Lago-
Governor Fashola described the c_or]cesslomn? of the_Lekki- Epe
expressway by the immediate past administration of Bola Tinubu as*a
%round-breakmg initiative made at a difficult time in the history of Lagos
tate” He sPoke to newsmen after the inspection of the Oluwole Urban
Mall Project and the on-going Alexander (Lekki - I_koylz)Lmk Bridge in
Lagossaying, “Itisrecognizedall over the world that in gublic expenditure,
taxpayers’ money will never he. enough to enable government to deliver
onallofthe thmqs that her citizens want”, He added that the road was
concessioned hy _ : _ (
expansion adding that his administration bought into the inifiative and
continued with if b(icause ofthe vision and the’opportunities it holds for
Nigeria and particularly Lagosians.

he immediate past administration for the purpose of

four months after it was flagged
off and wondered the. tf\]/pe of
progress the dredgers might have
recorded elsewhere.

“The dredging was flagged
off here in Lokoja bﬁ the Prési-
dentabout four months ago. As at
today, the dredging workis yet to
COVEr the river Ien?th in Lokoja,
Wejust hope itisnotgoing the way
ofall other previous contracts like
the Lokoja inlandport contract.

As at May 2009 when the con-
tract for the Lokoja inland port
supposed to have been completed
and commissioned, no_ single
block was seen at the virgin land.
Now, four months after the dredg-

ing commenced here in Lokoﬂ_a
ihe Lokoja s ofhe rver i s il
fiDed with sand,” he said. _
A fisherman at the Onit-
sha bank of the river nge[, Odi
Ogbonnaya said the dredging of
the river was yet to reach Onit-
sha as at the New Year day. “We
are only watching pictures ofsand
being pumped in the television
that It was the dredging of the
river Niger. _
We have not seen anyth{/r\llg
here at the Niger head bridge. We
dont know if there is any other
rlverN|gertheyaredredgmgother
than the one that passes under the
Onitsha head briage,” he said..

| -
FROM left: Minister of Works, Housing &Urban Development Hassan Lawal, and MD/CEO, FERMA Kabir Abdullahi at the commis-
sioning of Borno State Road Management Agency equipment in Maiduguri, recently.

Minister commends Borno road
maintenance agency

THE Minister of Works, Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Dr
Hassan Mohammed Lawal has
described the multi billion road
maintenance_equipments pro-
cured by the Borno State Pove_rn-
mentasonly comparable fo Juliys
Berger construction company in
the Country, adding that Gover-
nor Sheriff stand out on top_in
Nigeriain the areas ofroad main-
tenance and construction.

Dr. Hassan Mohammed who
was speaking at the commission-
ing ceremony of 133 earth mov-
Ing machings purchased at the
cost of 3.8 billion naira for the
Borno State Road Maintenance
Agency said that, “Without flat-
tefing,” | came, I saw and | am

overwhelmed by the efforts of
the Borno State governor in the
areas of road maintenance and
construction. o
He said as Federal Minjster
of Work, he has gone round the
country and had Seen many con-
struction companies but none can
be compared with the equipments
he saw, which the Borno State
government has purchased for its
foad maintenance agency, which
only Julius Bergér Contrac-
tion Company can hoast of such
sophisticated road maintenance
and construction e(wlpme,nt,s.
According to the Minister,
what Borno® State government
has done is in accordance with
the current policies ofthe Federal

Government that all roads should
be rehabilitated and maintained
by states within which these roads
are under their domain; he there-
fore, urged the state government
to open-azonal workshop because
the primary idea ofthis agency i
to ensure road maintenance and
construction within the state and
local governments. o

He said the Federal Ministry
ofWorks iswilling to form a con'-
sortium of enginéers to collabo-
rate with this agenc%/ and to offer
professional and technical advice,
and called on the Borno State
government to establish a liason
office in Abuja so as to facilitate
easy assess to FERMAT team o
engfineers,
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UK house prices will rise in 2010

HOUSE prices are going U'P
and first-time buyers “will
need ?enerous relatives to
gain atoothold on the prop-
Brty ladder this new year, it
was revealed yesterday.

The forecastby the Royal

Institution of Chartered Sur-
veyors suggested the value of
atypical Britishhome would
end the 2010 “one or two per
centhigher” than their cur-
rent level. The number of
sales is also likely to rise to

Council completes
Buguma water scheme

THE A'sferi-Toru_ Local
Government  Council
of Rivers has completed
work on the Buguma water
scheme at thé council’
headﬂuarters_.

The Chairman_of the
council, Mr. Ojukaye
Amachree said in Port Har-
court at the weekend that
with the completion of the
project, Buguma residents
Now enjoyed safe drinking

water. ~ _

He said the_project had
already been jnaugurated
and that residenfs were
elated at the development.

Amachree said that the
completion of Buguma
water project was a fulfill-
ment ofhis electoral prom-
Ises to thepeoBIe. ,

"0On assumption of
office, | noticed that my
people lacked safe drink-
mg,wat?r.

After proper assess-
ment of the situation, |
embarked on the water
scheme_to ensure water
supplr. Today, | am glad my
people now’have portable
water,” he said. _

The chairman said the
council was also building
the Ido and Abalama com”-
munities” water projects

whichwouldbe completed
in February 2010.
Meanwhile, residents
of Buguma have been
reacting to the new water
roject” inaugurated for

em.

One ofthem, Mrs Alice
George commengded the
chairman for fulfilling his
electoral promises to the
people, _

'We thank the chair-
man for the water project.
It is a big relief after years
of traumatic experiénce.
With this project, the
chairman has brought oy
to all us more so n fhis
Christmas” she said.

Another resident, Mr
Tamuno Bestman said it
was dream come true_ for
the people to be enjoy-
ing pipe borne water after
years ofh_ardshlﬁ]. _

While co mendlnﬂ
the council for a job we
done, | Flead with'them to
ensure that the scheme is
maintained and suEerwsed
to avoid any break down”

e said.
Bestman also urﬁed the
people to ensure that the
?ro Ject was well protected
rom vandals.

(NAN)

NIPSS to build N300m
research centre

From Mustafa Abubakar,
llorin

THE Director General
of the National Institute
of Policy and Strategic
Studies &NIPSS) Kru
near Jos, Professor Dan-
fulani Ahmed, has said
the institute would build
a research centre where
research work*would be
conducted. ,

Professor Danfulani,
who disclosed this In
Ilorin , Kwara State capi-
tal, while answering ques-
tions on. a Radio Kwara
personality interview pro-
gramme “Playing Host”
Said the instifute”has set
aside between two hun-
dred and three hundred

million n”ir® tp fupcj.fbe

research centre.
He said that after com-
Bletlon, the centre would
e known as President
Umar Yaradua Research
Comﬁlex._
The Director General
commended the Gov-
ernors. of Kwara, Lagos
Bauchi, Rivers, Delta and
Kaduna States for their
assistance to the institute.
Professor  Danfulani
particularly Ipra|sed Gov-
ernor. Bukola Saraki for
agreeing to build a presi-
dential Complex at NIPSS
which foundation stone
would soon be laid.
He said NIPSS Is basi-
_call};_founded for 'oroduc-
Ing high-level intellectuals
for efficient governance in

amonthly average 0£70,000

properties. The prediction
up from the current level of

has surprised many housing ~ gconomist at RICS, said:
comes despite banks main-

market analysts who pre-  “The imbalance between

' dicted large falls in property ~ supply and demand will
ﬁe;}%een =7 Q00 and 60000 g%!fg}?rggsttﬁlectt)leesrt]r?wlgﬂgcggg?tao prices thlgyear amﬁ)d rplsm)é continue into the early part

icted.
, It%lamed alackofhomes
beingputonthe marketwith
buyers competing for the best

those with perfect credit rat-
ings and a large deposit.
The Increase this year

unemployrent and repos-

ofthe new year, resulting in
Sessions.
S?mon Rubinsohn, chief

some_further house Ence
gains.” -Daily Telegrap
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Plateau approvesover N13b for projects

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

THE Plateau State Executive
Council (SEC)has aPproved the
resolution of the state tenders
mBoard for the award of contracts
to the tune of over N 13, a state-
menthy the Director ofPress and
Pu_ghc Affairs James Mannok
said.

According to Mannok the
approval was given at the SEC
weekly meeting presided over by
the state Governor Jonah David
JanP atthe governmenthouse Ray

Field in Jos. o
~State Commissioner _ for
Finance and Economic_Plan-

ning, Mrs. Clara Gang Tukura,
who briefed newsmen” after the

SEC meeting, explained that the
over N13b was mean for contrac-
tors who hidded for various con-
tracts through the tenders board
according tothe statement.
She added that the projects
under this arrangement included
urban and ruralroads as well as
other critical infrastructure in
all the major sectors of the econ-

omy stressing that “some of the
Brodects wereTolled into the 2010

udget and would be completed
within the year including the road

prow]cts. _

eanwhile, the state’ Attor-
ney General and Commissioner
for Justice, Mr. Edward Pwajok,
has emphasized that the Gov-
ernorhas directed all local gov-

ernment chairmen to show keen
Interest in the progress ofprojects
where they are ocated.

He further stressed that EXCO
members have resolved to work
harder in the New Year, adding
that thouqh the election cam-
paign would heat up, they would
notallow such activities to hinder
their performance.

SHAW University, USA, team led by itsVice President, Lee Monroe, second from left, received by its Nigerian
Co-ordinator, Lawal M. T. Adamu, second right, with Prof. John Kester and Dr. Michael Umeadi, when the

team visited Abuja, recently.

Works gets largest budget chunk in Nasarawa

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE works and transport sector in
Nasarawa State has the highest pro-
osal_for budgetary
11.7billion in"2010, in what Gov-
ernor Aliyu Akwe Doma said was
designed to implement the policy
%hruth_lcl)fthe 2010 Fiscal Appropria-
jon Bill.
. Part of the policy thrust, accord-
mg to the governor, who read the bill
betore the State House of Assembly in
Lafia, last week, spells qut the com-
pletion of all projects initiated by his
administration, ‘commencement of
new projects that are necessary for
the. socio-economic development of
the state, and completion of inherited

allocation of

abandoned projects considered essen-
tial for socio-economic development
ofthe state. _

Specificall ,the?overnorout_lmed
aplan forboth rural and urban infra-
structure, saying “We shall continue
to open up our fural areas for socio-
economic activities and to stem rural/
urban migration.” _

He nadmed the construction of
Ashige-Uggah-Fadaman ~ Bauna-
Arikya-Wamba road to be under-
taken this year while 300 kilometres
of feeder roads would be rehabilitated
across the state within the fiscal year.
He named_the feeder roads as Gar-
aku-Dari-Bassa, Doma-AIag¥e-
Amaku, Panda-Kube, _Agbdshi-
Udenin' Magaji, Karshi-Takalafiya

and Nasarawa Elggon-An_kya roads.
Others are, Ancho Junction-Ancho
qu\t)la, Agwatashi-Jangwa-Ribi road,
and Mararahan Gurku-Kabusu roads.

Governor Doma said further that
“In 2010 fiscal year, efforts shall be
intensified to develop our urban cen-
tres to transform them_ into modern
cities in accordance with our urban
renewal programme.

“To this end, urban infrastruc-
tures shall be upgraded and/or pro-
vided in Karu, Keffi, Nasarawa, Keana,
Akwanga, Doma Garaku, Awe, Toto,
Obl, Nasarawa Eggon and. Wamba,
This development initiative shall
be undertaken in partnership with
trgj% I_docal Government Councils” he
added.

FCTA engages 20
contractors to clean

By Nasir Imam

AS parts of his efforts to
ensure that the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT&
Abuja remains_Clean an

attractive, FCT Minister
Adamu Aliero has engaged
the services of 20 new con-
tractors to take care of the
cleaning of 20 districts in

AbuAa. _ _

. According to the Min-
ister, the task of cleaning
the city has heen enormous
fortecleaning contractors
who were hitherto engaﬁed
to perform the duty ast e}é
were confronted with lac
of adequate equipment to \
cater for the 20 districts.

He explained, that the

FCT Administration under
his leadership will not tol-
erate any type of waste left
unattended to, either con-
struction, human, vegeta-
tign or liquid waste réiter-
ating that the recently con-
stitited City Wide Clean-
ing Task Force would take
care of removing all illegal
structures, waste since the
exercise was planned to
be total restoration of the
Abtga Master Plan.

_ peakln? through the
Director of Abuja” Envi-
ronmental___Protection
Board (AEPB) Engsmeer
Abubakar ~ Yabo, Sena-
tor Aliero noted that the
newly imported compact
trucks by the administra-
tion would be distributed

Oshiomhole vows to sustain pace of roads construction

EDO StateGovernor, Comrade
Adams Oshiomhole has prom-
Ised to sustain the pace of road
construction work 'going on in

the state. Y

The governor who made the
promise after inspecting the on-
0ing road constryction;in Benin

ity expressed satisfaction atthe  n

Bace and quality of work which
as commenced in earnest.

much to be done in the New Year.
“Now that we have
contractors, we expect that all of
them will start work in the new
ear and we are going to exFan_d
he scope of work, not only
Benin City, but across the eight-
een local government areas”,

ofed.
Thegovernor further disclosed
that government would build

aid the

placed from other markets to be
accommodated, while infrastruc-
tures would be provided to make
ce conducive.

e have to Invest more on
in - markets because a lot of people
ht-  are trading by the road side. We
he  need to create a market for them
to have a place for them to do their
business. Itwould have a positive
impact because if
them, traffic on the road would

the pla
PW

be free’

we relocate

‘headded.
On the o_n-%omg lighting sys-
tem In Benin _

said all the roads adjoining . the
King square would
With street lights, so that the
beauty of the King square would
becore manifest.

His words, “Now that we are
seeing tfie positive impact, we
are extending it down the adjoin- ur?ed the people to keep fa
Ing roads. [twould have positive

Ity, thé governor
De provided

amont{l the contractors in
order fo ease their task.

He told journalists_ in
Abuja While inspecting
the “contractors at their
respective districts that the
FCT Executive Council
ap[Jroved the engagement
ofthe new contraCtors add-
Ing that the new contractors
would be given all the nec-
essary support to succeed
in the task.

“The ten contractors
who were cleaning the city
were _stru_g?hng_to Cleanthe
20 districts without ade-
(uate eqmFment_ and per-
sonnel but the Minister has
engaged 20'ofthem now to
ensure that the city is kept
clean all the time™ he said.

impact on security hecause crime
thrives better under darkness.
When you monitor the excite-
ment o the faces of the Reople,
| am encouraged that we
domore”

He expressed the hope that
when work is,completed on the

aveto

itwould be one of

Kin% 3(1u_are
the best in the continent and he

with his government
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Visafone slashes prices of handsets

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

VISAFONE has slashed the prices
of Haier C2001 and ZTE 306 FM
handsets, as part of measures to
empowerN|qer|answnhthetools
to reach outto friends and loved
ones at very affordable rates.

With the price slash, Huawei

C2001 FM phone, formerly sold
at N2, 999 now goes for N 2,100,
while ZTE 306 FM phone, which
was previously sold for N 2,999, is
now N 2,300. _

~_Titled: Xmas Special Slash, the
initiative rewards the subscribers
who buy any ofthese phones, with
N50worth offree airtime for both

Zinok bags industry's
top award

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

ZINOX T_echnologles Limited has been honoured by the Nigeria Com-
{)uter Society, NCS, the umbrella body for all computer associations in
he country, with the Industr%Sh |tghes award, the “IT Excellence Award”

Presenting the award, the former Minister of Petroleum and a
renowned Ploneer ofthe IT sector in Nigeria, ChiefDon Etiebet said the
award was for overall achievement and sustained growth in the ICT sector.
The IT Excellence Award, the last award for the year 2009, was ad Judged
the highest award because the awardee was selected by a team of profes-
sionals based on rflevant Indus\r mtelhﬁence. _

ZInox Technologies present ?7 rated tfie largest IT qroup In sub-Saha-
ran African haswon all possible focal and internationdl awards in the sec-
tor. Zinox pioneered the first internationally certified Nigerian computer
brand with the firstever Naira keyhoard. Presently, rated'the second Jarg-
est selling computer brand in Nigeria (IDC Rating), amongst international
brands, Zinox is by far the largést selling Nigerian brand in the country.
Zinox Is the largest partner for both Intel and Microsoft in Sub Sahardn
Africa. Reacting to the award, Mr. SundaY_ Mukoro the COO of Zinox
Technologies said its recognition for creativity, pioneering, hard work
and keeping_faith with the digital development of Nigeria, He thanked
the leadership and members 0f the Nigeria ComputerSociety, NCS, for
honoring Zinox.

CNP extends computer
ownership promo

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

THE mana%ement of the Computerize Ni?eria Project (CNP) has
ann(%urt\ced datfPhaseﬁoEt%Ig0,000Compu er Ownership Promo will
run to the.end of March 31,2010,

Speaking on the deveg_lopment, the Head of CNP, Mrs Loretta A8ba-
koba, said thie promo, which was supposed to end on December 31,2009,
had been extended primarily to heed the call from well meaning academ-
icsthat the promo be extended to the first quarter of 2010 to make up for

the duration ofthe ASUU sfrike. . .

ccorgmg to Mrs. Aéi)akoba,’academlcs_ argued that the ASUU strike
has added a couple ofmanths to the academic year and itwould be benefi-
cial to parents, students and academic institutions for the \R/[omo to power
the beginning of a new semester while corresponding With the take off
ofangw Federal budget. The extension would alsg sérve the hunger of
Nigerians who are desperate for knowledge tools. She said the Phase 2 of
the 750,000 Computer Ownership Promoisembedded with the incredible
benefit of a Zinox e learning suite worth N.62,000 free for one ){ear and
afree Zinox digi lamp to enhance reading in a country where blackouts
have become a norm.

Ndukwe condoles IBB family

THE executive Vice Chairman ofthe Nigerian Communications Commis-
sion (NCC) Engr. ErnestNdukwe has condoled with the former president
[brahim Badamasi Babangida over the passing away of this wife and the
former first lady Hajiya Mariyam Babangida last week. _
Ndukwe said indStatement “We mourn, with sorrow, the passing away
of HE Mrs. Mariam Babangida, the amiable former first lady ofNigeria and
wife ofa senior brother and friend, Gen. Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida.
He said the former first lady will alwayshe remembered for her charm; ele-
gance and style and above all asa role model to many women. “The nation
Indeed lost averitable crusader for better lite for women and someone
nmitted to the upliftment ofthe status of rural women in the country”.

znahsa

2r:iJhw

on-net and off-net calls, N20 free
on-net SMS valid for 15 days and
1 caller ring back tone valid for

30 days, ... :

In,yaddltlon, the subscriber gets
toenjoyarange of VVisafone’s sup-
plementary and value added serv-
Ices like Share Ur Visa, Voice SMS,
Visa Chat etc.
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Furthermore, the telecoms
operator presents consumers with
the lowest International call rates
of N12/min to the USA, UK and
Canada and a competitive rate of
N17/min to India and China.

A statement from the com-
pany indicates that the price slash
provides another opportunity for

Nigerians to en(jjoy the henefits
of the stylish and sleek handsets,

built with exciting features like
FM and a range of exotic ring-

tones, .

Also, this creates another ave-
nue for more people toljom_ the
fastest growing and most refiable
telephone network in Nigeria.

Adenuga wins Si.Iverbird's Man of the Year award

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE Chairman of Globacom Lim-
ited, Dr. Mike Adenuga, has won

the 2009 Silverbird Man ofthe Year

Award. He polled over 75% of the
votes sent in by text messaging.
Dr. Adentiga was nominated
for Globacom’s successful com-
pletion of the sophisticated trans-
Atlantic submarine optic  fibre
cable which connects Africa to
Europe .and America and the
nationwide optical fibre cable that
connects over 40 cities |n,N|gier|a

and is reputed to be NigeriasTarg-
est OFC network. ,
Others  nominated ~ with
ctoti to

nitrx,3A .qcifahc** 'jfJ »

Adenuga are Godswill Akpabio,

Governor of Akwa lhom State;

Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, Governor

of Central Bank of Nigeria: Odein

AFJumoobla Minister of State

g e_troleum); and Alhag_ Danjuma
0je, Governor of Kebbi State.

The Silverbird Man ofthe Year
awardwas initiated in 2005 and was
conceived to celebrate the Nigerian
who, in the past year, positively
touched the lives of other Nigeri-
ans the most. .

Former winners are Prof Dora
Akunyuli, Minister of Informa-
tion and Communications; Mal-
lam Nasir el-Rufai, former Minis-
ter ofthe Federal Capital Tenitory

&

%FCT); Mallam Nuhu_ Ribady,
ormér Chairman ofthe Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission
EFCC); and Comrade Adams
shiomhole, Governor of Edo

State. o

Dr. Adenuga is believed to be
Africa’ leading business icon. The
latest honour Came on the heels of
recent similar awards including the
Telecoms Man of the Year 2009 he
won at the prrest|g|ous N|ger|an
Informatjon_ echnolo%yan Tele-
communications Awards (NITTA)
and the Compass newspaper Man
of the Year Award which was
announced by the newspaper on
Thursday.
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New Internet
piracy law conies
INnto effect In France

THE first effects of France’ new
law against internet piracy will
beginto be felt as the new year
begins.

The law was passed after a
lon strugg]le in parliament, and
in fhe teéth of bitter opposition
from (%_roups opposed to internet
restrictions. ,

Illegal downloaders will be
sentawarning e-mail, then a letter
if they continue, and finally must
appedrbefore ajudge ifthey offend
again. Thejudge canimpose a fine,
of suspend their access to the inter-

et.

. BBCNews reports that the Cre-
ationand Internet Bill set up a new
state agen_cy(-_the_H|gherAuthor|ty
for the Distribution of Works and
the Protection of Copyright on the

Internet (Hadoplz). _
The law was backed by Presi-

dent Nicolas Sarkozy and the

entertainment industry.

Its supporters say it is a model
for other countries around the
world that want to protect their
creative industries and make clear
to ordinary web-users that not eve-
ryth|r\1,%|s orfree.

hat we think is after the

first message... about two thirds of

the people”(will) sto'o their illegal
usages ofthe interne

ichel Thiolliere, a French
senator and member of the
Hadopi, says that if the law js
explained Jaroperl , then people
understand it. “The internet s a
fabulous world, but it needs rules,
ifyou want to get cinema, music or

ames in the future.

video
“What we think is that after the

first message... about two-thirds of

the people”(will) stop their illegal
usages 0fthe internet,

After the second message more
than 95% will finish with that bad

usagre.’

he law has many opponents,
whao say either that 1t is too dra-
conian,’or that it has already been
overtaken by technology and that
serious downloaders will simply
sidestep it. But forsup_Porters, Itis
along-overdue necessity.

. Forthem, itisawayofremind-
ing Iaw-abldm[gJ citizens who have
been tempted _
apparently free‘ material available
on the web, that it does come at a
price.

y an abundance of

Nokia-Apple
patent dispute
deepens

NOKIA Corporation is broaden-
ing a legal dispute it already has
with Apple over the iPhone sa¥|ng
almost all of the company’s other
products also violate the Finnish
phone maker’ patents..

Nokia said it has filed a com-
Flamt against Apple with the US
nternational Trade Commission
aIIegm? Apple’ iPhone, 1Pods and
computers all violate Nokia$ intel-

lectual property rights.

. Atissue are key features found
in Apple products, including
aspects of user interface, cameras,
antenna and power management
technologies, Nokia said. The com-
pany claims that the technoloqws
In guestion help cut manufactur-
ing costs, reduce. Pa%et size and
prolong battery life. A household
name in Asia and Europe, Nokia
is a smaller player in the United
States, where its Smar phones face
tough competition from Apple’

iPhone and Research in Motion
Ltds BlackBerry devices. Nokia,
the world’ Iar%_est mobile phone
maker, has cautioned that its own
market share volume, currently at
some 38%, would be flat next year.

The company, which ishased in
Espoo, Finland, has already sued
W)_E)Ie_ in US District Court in

[ mm?ton, Delaware, over the
massively popular iPhane, claim-
|n? It infringes on 10 of its patents
refated to phone calls and Wi-Fi
aCeess. _

Aﬁple has denied the charges
and this month countered with'its
own lawsuit in the Delaware court,
saying. Nokia has copied aspects
ofthe'iPhone in its devices, Apple
claims Nokia is violating its pat-
ent rights on technology for con-
necting phaones to computers, tel-
econferencing and touch-screen
menus, among other things. Press
Association

n search of bankable research proposals

By Hamisu Muhammad

IT is a common belief that Research and
Development (R&D) have suffered neglect
in most developing nations. As the devel-
oped countries and'those nations that need
to_progress rapidly turn their efforts to be
scientifically, technologically ang economj-
call sound,_lnAfrlca,_acountryI|keN|([1er|a
with potentials both in human and natural
resources is yet to develop its R&D sector.
In realisation of that, some donor agencies
now focus their attention towards sellmg
the impartance ofwritten bankable researc
[J_rop_osal by Nigerian researchers and scien
Its in order to‘attract available funds meant
for that purpose. _

‘Recently, an International worksho_P on
wntmq_bankable research proposals entitled:
Attracting Research Funds and Managing
Research Projects’ held in Zaria, Kaduna
State, with the objective to facilitate devel-
opment and acquisition of requisite skills
and capacities needed by researches and sci-
entists to enable them access available funds
globally for research and development activ-
ities in'the country.

. The three-day workshop was or?an-
ised by the National Office for Techno ogg
Acquisition and Promotion (NOTAP), a
the Islamic Educational Scientific and Cul-
tural Qrganization (ISESCO) in collabora-
tion with the National Research Institute for
Chemical Technology (NARICT),

According to the'organisers ofthe work-
shop the main ob{ecnves are: To effectively
project the importance ofwriting bankable
research proposals; develop requisite skills
and capacities of researchers and scientists
fo access available national, regional and
International funds for research and devel-
opment; and to enhance the ability ofNiger-
laS tertiary institutions to effectively benefit
from available research funds and further
facilitate R&D activities at all levels.

Participants at the workshop realised the
facts that most African States, unlike their.

counterparts in Asia and other developed
countries, budget verX low proportions of
their GDP for R&D activities in Science and
Technology.

It was Identified at the workshop that
beside the several other cultural factors that
inhibit research and innovative activities in
the country, lack of conducive environment
Impedes research efforts by ¥oung researches
and scientists nationwide; That Tesearchers
In Nigeria do not know the limits or extent
to which they should offer information on
their activitiés to potential donor agencies
to attract funding. _ o

Professor Kubata Kilunga, is an inter-
national expert in the field of Science and
Technologé research and Coordinator AU-
NEPAD OST/African Research for Health
Initiative &NARH |) was the resources person
atthe workshop. According to Kilungamost

students and beginning researchers do not
fuEy understand whata research proposal
{neans, nor do they understand its impor-
ance.

Professor Kilunga said Phe workshop
focuses on proposal wntmg father than on
the development of research ideas.

He said a high quality proposal, on the
other hand, not only proniises success for the
prp{ect, but also impresses youjr Thesis Com-
mittee about your Fotennal & aresearcher.

“To put itbluntly, one’ research is only
asagood as one’s proposal; An ill-conceived
ﬁroposal dooms the ﬁro ect even ifit some-

oW gets through the Thesi s Supervisory
Committee”, ,

He explained that the (iuallfy ofaresearch
proposal depends not on
your proposed proﬂ_ect, butalso on

he qual-
ity of praposal writing;

){on the quahtyof

_ ‘A good research project may run the
risk ofrejection simply because thé proposal
is poorly written. Therefore, it pays it pro-
i)_osalwntm IS coherent, clear and compel-
mgi’_"he saidd

esaid in written a bankable proposal
need to be corisidered The main purpose of
aresearch proposal isto show that: |

The problem proposed to be investi-
gated js significant enough to warrant the
investigation, the methodolo_%Y planned
to be uSed is suitable and feasible, and the
expected results are likely to prave fruitful
and will make an original contribution. In.
other word what you'are answering is ‘wiE
it work?1 o

~ Aresearch ﬁroposal is intended to con-
vince others that you have a worthwhile
research project and that you have the com-
petence and the work-plan to complete it

Ge_nerall;{, a research proposal should
contain all the key elements involved in
the research ?rocess and include sufficient
Information for the readers to evaluate the
proposed stuay.

eqardlessofyour research area and the
methodoIoPy you choose, all research pro-
osals musaddress thefol,lowmﬁquesnons:
hatyou plan to accomplish, wiy you want
to do itand how you are going to’do it, .
. The proposal should have sufficient
information to convince your readers that
you have an important résearch idea, that
you have a good grasp of the relevant lit-
erature and the major issues, and that your
methodology is sound.

The Diréctor General of the NOTAP,

Dr Umar Bindir emphasised the need for
researchers to ensure that their research
IS patented, saying that  researchers are
advised to profect'their R&D findings for
economic benefits and intellectual recogni-
tion through patennrz]g.
. Hetherefore urged'researchers to engage
in demand driven Tesearches that are com-
mercializable in order to improve the
nation’s economy.



CITY NEWS
Demolition: Kagini residents

protest defiance of cour

ByAbubakarYakubu

WOMEN and children of Kagini
Village yesterday protested against
the disobedience gf twg court
ordersthatrestrainedthe FCT min-
ister and his agents from demolish-
ing structureS in the community
pending the hearing ofa motion of
notice filedhy resicents ofthe area.

A ChEtefistrict Court and an
AbujaHigh Courthad both granted
an interim |_n{unct|on restraining
the FCTrninister, the Federal Capi-
tal Development Authority, Abuja
Metropolitan Managiement Con-
trol, the police and the attorney-
general ofthe federation from car-
rying out any form ofdemolition at

a |n|V|II,%e. , ,
oth mg ctions were signed by
Judge Hafsat S Sadiq and Justice,
Othiman A. Musa respectively and
our reporters saw signed evidences
aswell as stamps from the respective
establishments on the court papers,
to show that the motions were duly
served on the defendants.

Most of the protesters accused
the bulldozers™ drivers of having
no compassion. “Even when they
see you trying to recover some of
your Property, the bulldozers move
In at the same time and the owner
ofthe p,ropert¥ also has to contend
with miscrean whothreatemggfthe
ownerswith deadlyweapons, béfore

carrying the item away to sell,” a

lady cried.

Xnother lady lamented that
women_and children have been
turned into destitute and now live
under trees inthe severe harmattan

we%ther.
ur reporter, who went round
the community, saw the helongings
of stranded residents piled Up in
churches, while some men saIvaEed
items ofvaluable from their marked
apartments.
Aresidentsaid they werewarned

=

y development control officials
that five bulldozers will begin work
todaytohastenthe demolitionwork

inthe area. . .

[lp|de_[|s Okocha, a resident, said
hewasin Lagoswhenhiswife called
him that people wentaround Kagini
onDecember 18lastmonth to warn
resicents to pack away within two
weeks as their homes have being
marked fﬂrdemohtmn. ,

| rushed back to Abuja and
shackingly before the two weeks
ultimatum g_lven the demalition
began, sending many residents
homeless atthishardtimes,”he said

Okocha disclosed that landlords
boughtthe land from the local chief
in accordance to the customary law
of{Purchase, adding that during that
time, they were told that the'land
was for agriculture as weE as resi-

dential purposes.

He _B_voﬁdered why the FCT
authoritigs arqueq that the land-
|ords’buildingand land documents
tendered during the demolition are
nottepable.

e same documents were
shown by affected landlords of a
Chinese Tailway project in Kagini
and accepted, ‘while the victims

iUIUIMty.UbU5- idy j-4bZ & U/Ui-by~/-il3
email: citynews@dailytrust.com
News about your capital city

were duly paid compensation after
ettln% sIx months grace from the
Ime their homes were marked,” he

revegled.
gigo_cha appealed to the FCT
Administration to ?lve more time
asweE as compensate the landlords
in orderto alleviate their suffe_nngs.
He. also caEed on charitable
organisationsto come into the com-
munity to assist displaced women
and children as they have nowhere
to oan%moneydloteed. :
\notner resident, Mrs Eunice
Ikhideore, said the camp people
and pastors are rallying around to
put things in order before the FCT
Administrations agents began the
demolition exercise in defiance of
two separate courts’ injunctions.,
he said when the demolition
began; she was in the office in fown
and had to rush back to the village
to salvage her ropertr.
“ sa peoBIe crying and help-
less and | must say that when we
were buying land from the chief,
hetold usthe area issafe and now it
IS regrettable that miscreant attack
{)eo[)le In their premises in order
0 steal their property and nothing
ha%ens,”shelamented
_ ccordmg{to her, if really there
is obedienceto the cule ot law; FCT
Administration should respect the

L
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court|njunct|ons.A,re,mden,taEegP
that the FCT Administration ofi
rials lied in court that they have fu
ished demoEshing Kagini ViEage.

He caEed for a'stop, adding'th
the demoEtion has not gotten h;

Wa \ .

_yfhe Etsu of Kagini was not
his Palace when our reporter calk
yesterday even_m? byt an indigel
In the place said their homes we

no\aﬁ‘ected

n another_development tl
Abulga Muslim Forum has caked ¢
the CT%dmthratlontoobeytl
courts’orders. .

Ustaz Yunus Salahudeen, assis
ant public relations officer of tl
forum, visited the community
sympathise with victims who
homes were demohshed.

The ~ forum$ — spokespersc
expressed his shock at seeing mai
women and chEdren sleepm%
the open during the harmatt;
weather and advised giov_ernme:
to do something abouttheir pEgh
as government’is charqed with'd
responsibiEty of protecting tl
country’s |t|z ns

Ustdz Salahudeen caFed on ;
Muslims and Christians in the an
to put their problems into pravei
aﬁidlng that God wiE solve it ft
them.

r€E Evenwhen they seeyou trying to recover
m someofyourproperty, the bulldozers move
in atthe sr ne time and the ownerofthe

property

so hasto contend with miscre-

antwho threatening the owners with deadly

weapons
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PHOTO NEWS

MEMBERS of the ISBON, Karu branch atan event to mark the new Islamic year in Abuja recently.
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50 centsduring his visit to Abuja
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FACTORY MACHINERIES
FOR SALE

Guillotine veneer sewing machine
Veneer cuttingmachine

Hand cross cut machine

2 layers Electric Hot press machine
Edge Banding Machine

Moulding machine

Double Panel cross cutting machine
Dowel! producing machine

6 units boring machine m

Clamping machine for cabinet Assemble
Bandsaw sharpening machine

. Circular sharpening machine
. Bandsaw setting machine

Plainer blade sharpening machine

. Chain mortising machine
. Drilling mortising machine
. Edge sandpaper machine

Belt sander machine

. Curve wood sanding machine
. S35 Heavy duty plaining thicknesser/surfacing

machine

Surfacing / thicknesser machine 16"
Circular cutting machine

Bandsaw machine

Factory dust extractor machine

AHin good working conditions
CONTACT; 08138399009
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Servant accused
of stealing
projector

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

A steward, Bissallah Tanko
of Doet Garden, Area 1,
Abuja, was on Thursday
arraigned before an Abu*a
Areg” Court for'allegedly
stealing a camera projector
belonging to Ins employer.

Prosecutor  Sergeant
Amby Ayuba informed the
courf that on December
26, 2009, one Onah Isaih
reported to the police that
the accused dishonestly
conspired with one other
person (atlarge) to steal the
camera projector valued at
N85, 000 from the garden
on December 25.

A The prosecutor
said the offences
are punishable
under Sections
342 79 and 288
ofPanel Code law

He said the projector was
recovered from the accused
during police investigation
addmg that the accused
also admitted to the crimes,
which are(%umshableunder
Sections
PaneIhCod%Law.

When the charges were
read to the accused, he
pledged not gu_llty and
requested for Dail, "which
was not objected to by the
prosecutor.

Judge .Umar Kagarko
granted him bail in thé sum
0fN 100,000 with a surety,
who must reside within the
court'sjurisdiction,,

The case was adjourned
to April 14, 2010 for hear-

in
gln another case, Mr. Joel
adu was, arraigned for
alleged criminal™ trespass
and theft.

rosecutor ~ Muham-
mad Garba told the court
that on December 22,
2009, one Fasiku of NNPC
reported to the police that
on December 21,2009, the

89 and 289 of

fccused, and others still aJ
large criminally trespasse

into his site in Kubwa Junc-
tion, where they scattered
hisproperty and stole some

ma%rlals. .

The prosecutor said the
offences are gumshable
under Sections 342,79 and
288 ofPanel Code law, add-
ing that the property stolen
include iron rods, various
type of electronic wires,
tankerfc?velr( and various
sizes of planks.

%t%e? items removed
were water tanks, N4,000
cash and other valuable
materials whose values are
yet to be estimated.

When ~the  charges
were read to the accused
person, he pleaded not
%unt while Judge, Umar
_ a(l; rko granted him bail
in_the sum of N200, 000
with a surety, who must
reside within court’sjuris-

diction. ,

QIlhe Case was adgourned
to March 14,2010 for hear-
ing.
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Cleric makes case for good
governance

around. He said the coun-
try has experienced untold
hardship as a result of the
recklessness of those in
government addm? that
except, “our leaders furned

us to pray for our leaders”,

Helamented that Nigeri-
ans are still suffering in the
face of the abundant natu-
ral and human resources
that the country is blessed

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

NIGERIA will experience
reat transformation if
0se in government put

God first”in running the

to God and Nigerians With and stressed ~that
igg%lg?a?wgrsce%?%tfrﬁiv% embraced tevirtlesofne  €XCep! the Lord leads the
End-Time sy, Pas- (IO, e oroblems. (Rt 61 oihing:
tc%roIlgﬁ?gaﬁilcggt]ear%aawo'- remain un-apated” Ine country et

divine favour which comes
from God Almighty and
of which human fabour
only cannot bring down
the blessmq_s, growth and
transtormation that divine
favour can bring to the
country and its Citizenry,
he stated.

y ¢
The clergy in a sermon ,,.Owoicholohi . urged
delivered g?’ the Church Nigerians, especially cqer-
headquarters in Auja,  9ies notto relent,in pray-
said by the time the nations 1N Pfor Ié‘e quick recovery
leadership tums toGod, the  9F Fresident Umary Musa
country$ problems will b~ Yaradua, who is presently
healed’and posifive devel-  feceiving medical attention
opments wil ake place as  in SaudiArabia, adding that

od will turn everything  the, “word of God enjoins

Herbal seller urges
Nigeriansto embrace herbs

By AbubakarYakubu

AN herbal medicine seller. Yusuff A. Kabir yesterday called on Nigerians to always use

h"He* id taTaX ain has 73 cells and ifany one is not functioning

THE NIGERIA FRENCH WNGOUAGE VILLAGE

(INTER-UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR FRENCH STUDIES)

P.M. B. 1011, AJARA, BADAGRY LAGOS STATE

One year (2 semesters) Language Immersion Programme for 300 n
Level French Language Students from all Nigeria Universities and

COURSE

degree-awarding Colleges of Education,

One year Diploma in French Course

Three-Month module Residential Certificate French Course

(modules 1,2 & 3)

9 Months Post - Graduate Diploma in Bilingual Secretarial

Administration.

9 Months Post -Graduate Diploma in Translation & Interpretation

N

RESUMPTION DATES FOR 2009/2010ACADEMICSESSIQN

acadermcsession”Mollows:

DATE OF RESUMPTION

2010

11th January, 2010.

11th January, 2010.

11th January, 2010.

11th January, 2010.
| B

The screening exercise for respective applicants for the one year Diploma id French and Module 1 Certificate Programmes ernes up on Wednesday 8th January 2010 at 10.00am prompt

reschedule the programmetime - table fortheir students.

(i) Late registration shall close 2 weeks after the resumption dates indicated above.

Signed: Remi FATUNWASE, Esq - -Registrar/Secretary to Council
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FEDERAL COLLEGE OF FRESHWATER FISHERIES TECHNOLOGY
HLB. 1500, NEW-BUSSA. NIGER STATE

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT
ACADEMIC AND NONACADEMIC STAFF VACANCIES

Applicationare invitedte n suitablyqualified candidates forappointmentas Academic and wn-Academicsteffinthe
y towingdiscWtas,
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DEPARTMENT OF AGBtCULTURE

Assjstanttecturer |Ag_|_e Englneer\)l
Msistotleateer(AniTOISC«n(»

DEPARTMENTOFASRIC. EXTENSIONAND MANAGEMENT
te6stortted«w(AgfteExtetstai}

tesi*anllsctiiEerfFoodEriginew)
Assistant Lecturer (Food Chemistry}
AisslstentLecturer (Food Biochemistry)
AssistantLecturer (Food Micrca”ology)

DiPARTMSNTOF HOTELAND CATERING MANAGEMENT
Sente Lecturer{HospitaBy Management)

Higher tastrudor (Tourism)
HfherInstrtictof(teptelSyHaR"«ent)

HOMEAND RURAL ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT
Serta Lscfiirer(Home Stieftee?ttifa?£» offlss»)
Lechertil (H ur» Nutritionand Dteteles)
Leeturerfll (CommunityHealth Assistant)

Mfdici!
Nursifsg SisteMidwifery

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
PersonaiAssistant
AdministrativeQicsr It

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT
AssistantLecturer
Higher Fisheries Superinlencient

Assistant Lecturer (Biology)
AssistantLecturer (Mathemattcs)
AssistantLecturer (Chemis™y)
Assistantlecteerpmputer Engineer)
Laboraioiy Technologist

RsfrfectiEngiLaage)

Serior lecturer: - Candidates should possess doctorate degreefs) in the relevant disciplnei's)  atleast six
(8) years postgualicafion cognate experience. Furthermore, the Gar*didate(s) must

Demonstrate ability to Mate and supervise students approved research pffectfreseafsh exhisitat 0?
technology.

Have not less Stan fee (5| publications in reputable journals, plus as feast eight (8) conference seminar
Have notlessthan two (2) meaningful chaptersas corrtrtaSons Idstandard text book(s),

Lecturer H |:-Prospective candidates should possess Mastersdegree® in  retevart dseipiiefs) fro a
recognized University OR a good honoursdegree inthe relevantdiscipline notlessthan T classh aw s Upper
Division plusatleasttf5®ef3)yeafs postqualifefei cognate experience,

Assistant Lecturer: ®Would - be candidates should possess a good honours degree in the retevant discipline
plusNYSCdfechatp eerficat® OR Exempfei CerSisate.

Instructor/Fisheries Superintend”tfTechnologlst:- Carxjidateg should posse® at least Higher Nations!
Diploma (HMD) in the relevant discipline (not less than UpperCredngrade plus af least three (3) years post

patifatact*nsteex|»rf@tteandN SCdlSJ*Srge« @xraptto<oriitelfe..

Cax&Wesshotiw J0EMSagoodh ® w s degreeArts/Social fences orPublic
Administrationfrom recognized University and have atleastthree (3) years post qualificationexperience.

NttresW wlfe:- Candidates should posses Registered Nurse/Midwifs RN/M Certificate, registered wth the
Nursmg/MktwferyQwiciWNigedavwih 3{"ree)yearspostepiaiification cognateexperience.

Personal Assistant:- Prospective candidates should possess ether HNOiBASusiness Adminisfration/PuMic
Administrate) with at feast3 (three) years postqualcatiofs cognate experience in similar capacity in reputable
organizata.

Method ofApplication

Interested applicants am requested to submit 12 (Twlve) typewritten copies of applications, curriculum vitae and
ptotopies of aedenfiafs. Each applicant should s ttat names of 3 (Three) referees who should send their
confidents! report® tie candidate direct to the College, Salary attached to each post is the Consolidated Tertiary
Institution Salary Scale (CONTISS)as obtainable isT aiary Institutions.

All applicates and referees report should be marked ' ConfetenfeP at the top left comet of the envelop# and

addressed to:

The Provost

Federal Coilep of Freshwater Fisheries Technology
P.M. B, 1500,

New Bussa, Niger State.

to reach himnot later than6 (six) weeks fromthe date ofthisadvaisemertl

feoh*o,
AOR

FCFR.NewSuswi
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INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER
FOR EXECUTION OF ETF NORMAL INTERVENTION
2008/2009

A.  PREAMBLE

The Federal Polytechnic, Mubi, Adamawa State, intends to utilize its

allocation for intervention years 2008-2009 Education Trust Fund for the

following projects:

1. Construction of lecture hali with offices (750 seating
capacity)

2, Construction of lecture hall with offices (500 seating
capacity)

3. Purchase, installation/commission of a 2Q0KVA sound proof
generating set (Perkins)

4, And construction of the Polytechnic main and
subsidiary gates

B. PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

Prospective contractors are expected to be reputable and technically

competent with verifiable track record of performance on similar

projects.

All pre-qualification documents shall be subjected to strict technical

evaluation.

Interested contractors are invited to submit the following pre-

qualification documents:

0) Certificate of registration with Corporate Affairs Commission

(i)  Registration with relevant Federal Ministry and’ Federal
Polytechnic Mubi as a contractor
Evidence of current tax clearance certificate for three
years 2007,2008 and 2009

(iv)  Audited accounts forthree years 2007,2008 and 2009 and
VAT registration and evidence of past remittances s required

(v)  Evidence of financial capability and bank support
(Sank Reference and recent Statement ofAccount).

(vi)  Experience/technical qualification and experience of key
personnel {company profile, curriculumvitaeand  credentials)

(viiy  Similar projects executed and evidence of knowledge of the
industry (award letters of projects executed, completion
certificates and photographs mustbe attached as evidences)

(viify List of equipment and technical capacity (attachreeeipts,
invoices and photographs)

C. COLLECTION OF TENDER DOCUMENT#

Interested bidders may collect financial (tender) bidding documents
from the office of the Head of Physical Planning on the presentation of
receipt of payment of a non-refundable fee 0fN30,000.00 to the bursary
department ofthe Polytechnic.

O, SUBMISSION OF COMPLETED PRE-QUALIFICATION/TENDER
DOCUMENTS

0] Pre-qualification (technical bids)

The pre-qualification (technical bid) documents must be submitted in

the seated envelopes and clearly marked “pre-qualification to tender”

foreach projects ofinterest as itemized in the preamble with the name of

the firmat the back ofthe envelope,

(i) Tender (financial bid) documents

The financial bid documents are to be submitted along side with the
technical bid documents in separate sealed envelopes marked
“financial bid and technical bid’’respectively ofthe intended projectsand
should be addressed and delivered to the Registrar Federal
Polytechnic, P.M.B 35, Mubi, Adamawa State.

Not laterthan 12,00 noon two (2) weeks from the date of this publication.

E. OPENINGOFBIDS

The documents would be opened 30 minutes later (i.e. 12:30 pm)on the
closing date in the Council Hali of the Federal Polytechnic, Mubi.
Technical bids would be evaluated on the sport and only the financial
bids of the companies who are successful in the technical bid shall be
opened, Bidders or their representatives are advised to be present at
the opening ofthe bids.

Suleiman S, Buba
Registrar



Inside Politic
Even on wheel chair, Yar'adua

can function as President'

In this interview, Senator John Nanzip Shagaya (POP, Plateau
South) addresses some national issues including President Umaru
Yar'adua's health issue and electoral reforms. The retired General
also delvesiftto the crisis that unsettled the PDP in Plateau, saying
those wh™are not comfortable with the steps taken by the NWC
can as well leave the party. Excerpts:

By Turaki A. Hassan

s INCE  President
Umaru Musa

Yaradua left for
medical treatment in
Saudi Arabia, man* polj-
ticians have called Tor his
resignation. How do you
looK at the situation?

_ ltisonly God that grants
life and it'is only He that
takes life. It is unfortunate
because apart from those
c_allln? for his resigna-
tion, there are those Who
spread rumours that he
was already dead, It must
be remembered that every
mortal that has blood flow-
inginhim/herisasick per-
son. That illness may not
have shown up but we are
all moving corpses. So |
would like to caution that
we should leave the issue of
life and dead to God who
owns them. _

Secondly, even if the
President fesigns for any
reasons, the section of the
constitution that deals with
succession 1S very clear,
especially to lawyers who
have also contributed to the
debate. They refer them-
selves to Sections 43, 44
and 45 which show that the
vice. president is_an auto-
matic successor. That is the
position and we will have to
uphold the constitution of
the federal republic.

_Ifthe leadership of PDP
will not change the zoning
Fatter_n, then” one ex;t)ects
hat if the president_ for
whatever reason decides
to resign, and the VP who
Is from the south-south
automatically becomes the
President, Nigerians should
rallyround the PDP to have
the’northwest prod**ce the
next VP. | say this because
the North Céntral has the
Senate President. The sec-
retary to government is
from’the northeast and he
is the engine room of gov-
ernment; We don't pray for
that unfortunate incident
(President’s  resignation)
but if it happens, the North
West should be the zone to

aspire for the VP slot. That
will create balance on the
olitical scene in the coun-

Iy. .
yBut my prayer is that
the president “gets well
and returns to_fhe coun-
try so that he will continue
until the day that God has
ordained for him leave.
For now, the responsjbil-
ity is still his. If hie thinks
that his ill-health will not
allow him, hewill quitand |
know that he has the moral
responsibility to take that
decision.

_ Forpu_rposesofemﬁha-
sis, media houses have
attempted to publish the
h|stor% of President’ that
have been sick while in
office and still functioned,
even on wheel chair, as in
the case of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt of America. Also
we have the President of
Ethiopia who has, func-
tioned on a wheel chair
for over eight years. | saw
him early this t\)lear. | then
believed"that being on a
wheel chair does not stop
the function of the brain
or the usage ofthe hand or
the eyes. ‘Again, the Sen-
ate passed a bill about g
year ago encouraging all
employers of labour to
ensure that handicap peo-
Ple are looked after, So if
he president falls ill and is
on a wheel chair, | believe
that he falls into this cate-
%ory and you cannot excise
im. | consider such calls
as unfortunate. The Presi-
dent is' just out for about
five weeks and the number
two citizen is there in his
Blace. Ifwe look back some
2 years back in history of
this country when Babang-
Ida was in"power and fegl
sick, he lett this country
to a French Hospital for
12 weeks. But governance
went on in the country.
That was even a military
re%ume. There was no agi-
tafion for the next officer
to take over. And to say the
least, this is a democratic
setting where one is suF-
pose to respect and uphold

its principles and norms,

N igerians ~ have
expressed

. doubts about the
acclaimed resolve of the
National Assembly Bass
the electoral reform bills
with a view to review-
ing the 1999 constitution
ahead of the 2011 elec-
t|ons.W|II¥ousayt_here IS
any hope af achiéving the
review intime for the next
election?
_This Is one of the many
issues that Nigerians are
asking for in the constitu-
tion dmendment exercise.
The question of immunity
is also there and that is one
provision that is, making
F_eople in executive posi-
jon to behave, as if they
are no more ngerlans; as
|ftheP/ are from the moon.
We alsq have the Land Use
Act. Itis throu%h the elec-
toral process that we pro-
duce leaders so it comes
to reason that with good
electoral system we” can
produce a%ood leadership.
It is therefore so impor-
tant that many responsible
Nigerians are calling for the
amendment ofthe électoral
laws. They want to see that
amendments are done to
give more credibility to the

system.

~ Thatiswhy they are ask-
ing that we hiave a second
look at those wh_o_manach;e
our electoral activities; the
offences perpetrated by
politicians; how security
operatives help some poli-
ticians to perpetrate crimes
aswell asthe recklessness of
some state chiefexecutives
who have no respect or
feelings for the people they
govern. We should prefera
Situation where the peo?le
at the grassroofs elected
their representatives rather
than_havm% aclique hand-
picking leaders for the peo-

Dle. :

| completely alignto the
yearning of Nigerians and
as a member 0f the sixth
Senate Istan_d_co_mﬁletely
by every decisioij that we

race, the National Assem-
ly will pass the ills.

OUR state, Pla-
has been in
the news for some

in some kind of problem
with the nationa

ou think is thesolution to

Yes, there seems to bea  to be conducted.
broken relationship within
the PDP family
tShtate. I WO%Jh|dn’t say atny-
ing more than supportin (
the decision ofthe atlonaq the decision of the NWC
Working Committee ofour
eat party, the PDP, and all
e steps they have taken to
remedy the Situatjon, They — NEW CONGIESSEs..,
have gone a step further to ﬁ
address the issue of leader-  sure you read the speech of
the national chairman and
the statement issued after
the meeting of the NEC
recently. | have nothin
more t0 add since the NEC
has condemned'such atti-
tude and strongly warned

in Plateau B

ship ofthe party in Plateau,
You will recall that INEC
itself admitted over a year
ago that there was no con-
resshythe PDP in Plateau.
0 the’ National Working
Committee (NWC) in ifs
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SENATOR John Shagaya

have taken that there is Wisdom — recommended
need for us to amended
those areas that the elec-
torate wants amended..
believe within the first ~ Tight from the ward,
ear, by God’ ?overnment to the state
i evel to produce an accept-
able leadership. | believe
no decision could have
been better than this in the
21st Century. In fact I will
borrow the Biblical words
time now because of some  0f “A Solomon coming to
deep political crisis that is {US“CG- Asaloyal citizén of
mreatenlngthe e ItEv%n ing member, I stand by that
, egovernorappealrs;) e dlecllsmrlll(%{]the NV\{C.?m-
eacder- larly, all tne_ peopie oTm
ship ofthe party. What do SengfonaI_prtan stand b));
' that decision and they are
waiting for the congrésses

| o backand start con(i

Yougot it

that true PDP followers
both big and small should

ocal

he party and & card carry-

ut some grou
don’t appear to |
conformable with

and are said to be making
every effort to frustrate
the decision to hold any

htbut | am

Monday, January 4,2010

that if such people dont
turn over_a new leaf, the
present PDP may not have
a space for them.

s 0 are you ask-
Ing thenm to leave
party?

| am very incompetent
to ask anyhady to leave the

PDP. The decision is left to

those individuals who do

not feel comfortable with
the decision ofthe national
secretariat. But I must also
say that the ear can never
be blg?_er than the head.

My belief is that nobody

wds dragged into the party.

All of U$ voluntarily sur-

rendered ourselves to be

members and be bound by
the rules of the part*. My

Senatorial District (Plateal

South) is worst hit by some

ofthe abuses perpetrated in

the party especially durm%
the last"local governmen
elections. You will notice
thatth_echalrmanst‘posr
tions in Langtang orth

Lantang Soutf, Mikan and

Wase had allbeen contested

In the court. | want to use

this oppor_tuth to wish all

my constituents a happy

Christmas and New. Year

and peaceful celebrations. |

also pray thatwe all be alive
to see next year.
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By Ismail Adebayo, Birnin Kebbi

AHEAD of the 2011 governorship elec-
tion, Polans have commenced

State

DakT|HgarJ

get one million youths from the
21 local government areas of the state to
march for Governor Saidu Usman Nasamu

, aim is to campaign for his adop-
tion as consensus candidate for the gover-

Monday' January 4,2010

Inside Politics
2011:1m marchfor Dakingari

norship election to enable him continue
the good work he has started beyond

20 :

_ l?‘he Chairman
cil of Nigeria (NYCN), Alhaji Chiso
Nayaya Ambursawhose association in col-
laboration with the Nasamu Like Minds

) planned the event said it became
necessary because the youths play adecid-
ing role in who gets elected as governor.

in" Kehbi

(NLM

2010: CNPP urges N/Assembly
to fast-track electoral reform

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

CONFERENCE of Nigeria
Political  Parties &C _PP%
has called on the Nationa
Assembly to conclude the
pending electoral reform in
ood time and in line with
ne recommendations ofJus-
tice Muhammad Uwais Elec-
toral Reform Committee.
_The coalition group also
said that President Umaru
Musa Yaradua should avail
himself of Section 145 to
avoid further unintended
consequences that may
gravely undermine demac-
racy. ~National ~ Publicity
Secretary of the organisa-
tion, Osita Okechukwu said
this in a New Year message
to Nigerians, observed that

the serial violation of Sec-
tion 145 undermines dem-
ocratic. institutions, which
if applied will facilitate the
speedy recovery of President

aradua, as hisrecuperation
will notbe distracted by state

duties. .

It said that the contro-

versy generated over the
swearing of Justice LA
Katsina-Alu asthe ChiefJus-
tice ofNigeria {CIN} by asit-
ting CIN, Justice I.L. UII?I
cou_léi OIhave been totally
avoided.
Okechukwu observed
that the year 2009 regret-
tably finished with unre-
solved issues. Delta crisis,
power sector and the health
of President Umaru Musa
Yaradua.

2010: AC warns against collapse
of democracy, amnesty deal

ByMuideenOlaniyi

THE Action Congress (AC)
yesterdaywarned a?alnstany
activities that would lead t0
the collapse of Nigeria$
democracy and the aminesty
deal in tfie Niger Delta in

2010. :
The party, through its
Natlonal__PubllcnK ecre-
tarﬁ Alhaji Lai Mohammed,
tasked Nigerians fo take
their destinly in their hands
and push hard for electoral
angoggnsmutmnal reforms
in :
Mohammed,, in a New
Yearmessage, said Nigerians
neededto do thisifthé coun-
try is to have a free and fair
electionin 2011 and nurture
the nascent democracy.
. He said the only success
achieved by the administra-
tion after much confusion
- the amnesty programme
which, he stated, fas suc-
ceeded in restoring some
tenuous,peace to the Niger
Delta - is in the process of
unravelling.

Describing 2009 as one
ofthe worst for ngena, the
party cited the challenges
poséd by violence, armed

robbery and kidnappings in
some parts of the country
the banking crisis, fuel and
energy crisis, the closure of
our public universities for
several months as well as the
collapse of infrastructure.

ohammed, who how-
ever urged Nigerians to
keep hope alive, noted that
the issues surrounding the
sickness of President Umaru
Yaradua have underscored
the_ need for the ur?_ent
review ofthe 1999 Constitu-
tion, citing the imperfections
and amb|%U|t|es In Sections
144 and 125,

ACsaid: “Whether under
President Yaradua or Good-
|uck Jonathan, nothing will
happen in the few months
remaining for this adminis-
tration thatwill turn around
the fortunes ofour country
for the better. Therefor€,
N|g§r|ansmus_tsetth_e|reyes
farbeyond this administra-
tion, far beyond 2010,

But thie foundation for
better days must be laid
today, and the first step is
) f,|grﬁ1t for electoral reform,
which will be key to the
orgianjzanon of successful
pollsin 2011,

National Youth Coun-

MIBas

He said that the INEC statistics on
elections held in the state showed that
youths constituted over 70% ofvoters who
decided. “Therefore we have decided that
smce we play amajor role in.deciding who
becomes gavernor in Kebbi State, youths
will ensure that Dakingari is returned as
governor in 2011"he said.

The NYCN Chairman continued that
very soon the youths will invite governor

he N

Dakingarito ap?ear before them where he
willbeasked to

tion to continue in power because he has
done well in the last three years,

_ AIha)| Ambursa noted

inthe s .
to the governor because his administra-
tion has given appreciable recognition to
the youth's more than any government that
have ruled the state since Its creation.

ormally declare his inten-

| 0 that the youths
ate decided to give their support

FROM left: Former Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Mr. Dubem Onyia and former Minister of Information Chief Dapo
Sarumi at the meeting of the National Democratic Movement (NDM) in Abuja recently.

Youth Vanguard backs Gov Jang for second term

By Abbas Jimoh

PLATEAU State Youth Vanguard
has endorsed Governor Jonah Jan

of Plateau State for another term 0
four years, declaring that there is no
vacancy in the govérnment house in

ayfﬁld. . .
The group, in a statement signed
by its chairman, Bot Pamse, vowed to
work for the re-election of Governor
Jangln 2011, :
amse said, “landmark projects
have been executed by the present
state qovernment in aqrwulture,
minera develoFment, water, hous-
ing, urban development, women and
outh sector and many others. And
he people now ask; where was this

money during the eight years admin-
istration of former Govérngr Dariye?
Which money is Governor Jang using
to deveIoP the state now?

‘Apart from the resounding com-
mendation given to Governor Jang
in all our sam[)_lmg,_man people in
Plateau State still beljeve that jfgiven
enough time, he will be trusted to take
the state to ahu};her_level._And for the
firsttime, the state is having a gover-
norwho is setting a precedent for local
government chairmen and for future
governo(rjsdtgat will come after him,”

amse added. _

He said that the state has had ifs
unfair share 0" political upheavals
which directly or indirectly climaxed
In decaying infrastructurg, massive

corruption and bad governance across
all tiers of_(%overnment.

. "We still remember the opportu-
nities we had, before and after 1999,
up till 2007, and how our past lead-
ers have disappointed us, includin
formerGover_norDanyewhobrougﬁ
shame and dishonour to us when'he
was arrested in far away United King-
dom.” Pamse saad.

He observed that barely two and
half years after Jang assumed office,
the state has over 50 different roads
constructed across the state, includ-
ing the dualization ofthe 25 kilome-
tré Airportroad and the first Fly-Over
bnd%e built by any state govefnment
in the entiré north at” Gada-Biu-
Rukubajunction, Jos.
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Leedsknockout
Man United in FA

Cup

*

Amodu Insists on keeping
Martins, Obasi

ByOrkula Shaagee

AFTER fouiv days on
intense training in Durban
in readiness for the 2010
African Cup of Nations
tournament  in  Angola,
Coach Amodu Shaibu’yes-
terday disclosed that either
Martins or Obasi will be
dro%Jed from the final list
of 23 of ?Iayers that will
representthe’country atthe
biennial s?ccer event.

Both players are suffer-

Skipper
Nwankwo Kanu
and midfielder
Oiuwaseyi Olo-

iJpana were
thelastto arrive

inthe camp

ing from injuries and there
were fears that the former
Orlando Pirates of South
Africa and BCC Lions of
Gboko sweat merchant
would look elsewhere for
replacements. ,

But Amodu, who is
currently supervising the
team’s fraining camp in
South Africa, informed
that he has watched the fit-
ness level ofthe two players
In camp and was impressed
with it.

Also  yesterday, the
Suppr Eagles camp’in Dur-
ban, South Africarecorded
fullhouse, as the invited 24
players reported to camp
ahéad this month’s Afri-
can Nations Cup finals in

Angola.

%%p_eerankwo_Kanu
and midfielder Oiuwa-
seyi Olofinjana were the
|ast to arrive in the camp
just beforfe noon yesterday
and joined the team for
the evening knock around
friendly with South Afri-
can First Division side
Thanda Royal Zulu at the
ABSA Stadium.

he contingent that
departed  from__ Lagos
arrived at the Riverside
Hotel and Spa at 10:05am
on Thursday and trained at
the ABSA Stadium at 5pm
ofth%sameda}/. .

The Flayes in camp
are goalkeepers_ Vincent
Enyeama, Austin Ejide
and Bamidele Alyenugha,
defenders Elderson Echie-
jile, Taye Taiwo, Onyekachi
Apam,; Obinna Nwanneri,
Yusuf Mohammed, Danny
Shittu, Joseph Yobo and
Chidr Odiah, midfielders
Nwankwo Kanu, Qiuwa-
seyi Olofinjana, Dickson
Efuhu, Yusuf Ayila, Kaly
Uche, Mikel Obi and Sani
Kaita and strikers Osaze
Odemwingie,.  Yakubu
A%egbenl Chinedu Qbasi
Obinna Nsofor, Michael
Eneramo and Obafemi

M i ‘arrighfw n
aﬁgSEagleswillﬂyoutof Jpgbuke 0 branrig s

South Africa for Angola on
January 8.

Nations CupinA n g o la.

f

Ahe”na”HsToi"B play rs™hat weil rapreserNige fia at

H i

Eagles will excel in Angola - Lulu

NFF President Alhaji Sani
Lulu Abdullahi has expressed
optimism over the ability of
the Super Ea%_le:,to excél at
the Africa Nations cup start-
Ing In Angola next weekend.
Speakln%to sports writers
_ e weekend, Lulu
said the Eaglesare not lacking
the motivation to do well In

in Idah at t

the championship.

always believe that

in their (T]uest

ualifyin
South Africa 2018 )

“I am always hopeful and
od loves
this country, all we have to_do
IS to put our acts together. The
players are very conimitted and
more determined than before,
Nigerians are very supp

Ive, They (the %ayers) can see

/ World Cu
that Nigerians gave them a

the support tHey needRd. And
also the rousing reception that
was extended to them last week,
sglowbs tr?'atdaltLN |gerr|]ans a&e sol-
idly behind them, he said,

y_antmum ,Luluadﬁged that,
“this is a symbol that Nigerians
are very supportive ofthe team.
Theboys are not talking ofmon-
etary ‘motivation, but physi-
cal motivation and | think Mr.

President has done so well and
the boys are very appreciative
and that is a bettér requirement
for g successful team. :
Weare gomqto the Nations
Cup on avery clean slate, on a
very qood note, and with the
expected spirit of participation
to win. | want to believe that
all that we require to get this
trophy is in our favor, while

o

hopina that luck will be on
ursidge” . .
Lulu, who is the Omachi
Ata’lgala, sponsored the
FOSLA soccer cup competi-
tion in the nine local govern-
ment areas in Kogi East Sena-
torial zoneb. Tlhde rc]om(;)itltlon
as won a who
efseated _I}éalamel'a Ogbol]u
LGA 3-1 in the final.
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Fulham confirm interest
IN Okaka

ANOTHER chapter has been

opened in the fairy tale about Dick-

son Paul Etuhu refurning to Fulham

ofEn(I;Iand_after_the_NatlonsCu, in

Angolato find Nigerian-born striker,

ﬁ_tephano Chuka Okaka waiting for
Im

This is sequel to an official state-
mentfrom Etuhu$coach, RoyHodg
son, who has finally confiymed that
heis consujerlnga move for Okaka
fromthegripofASRomaofltaly, but

\

the offer from Craven Cottageisfora
oan at first instance. ,

. Okakas aqent revealed earlier
this week that the player could leave
Roma on a temporary basis as the
arrival of Italian striker, Luca Toni
from Bayern Munich will push him
further down the pecking order at
StadioOlimpico. |

“Okaka 15 a possibility for us.
Werelookinginto itand have shown
aninterest How farwe go down that

road will depend on otherthings like
whether he wants to come on 10an to
En?land.T_heflnancesofthe3|tuat|on
willalsobe important,”said Hodgson.
Further ‘reports reveal ~that
Hodgsan iskeen to bolster his strik-
ing aptions in the winter and is an
admirer of Okaka, who_impressed
against Fulham in this seasons
uropa Lea%ue, thereby Reaving the
former Switzerland gaffer singin
praises for the former AS Modena o

Italy star. _

Okaka has got quality and the
fact it$ a loan is"also advantageous
becayse he$ a V\young player and
IargLe_Iyuntn_ed. etehappywith our
striking options, butwe wauld like to
have some cover and someone who
canputpressure on the gusze have,

Okaka seems to bé that type of
player, but a ot of water must pass
under the bridge before he pulls on

aFulhamshirt,"Hodgsonexpatiated.  sterano okaka

TRUST CLASSIFIED

MUMMY ANN FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby notified that the above named foundation has
applied to Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under the
CompaniesandAlltedMattersActNo. 1of 1990 PartC.
THETRUSTEESARE:

CHAPLAINANN CHINONYELUMWEST

MRS. VICTORIA BOMA DANIEL

MRS. VIVIAN CHIKACHARLES

DR. MRSOMACOBHAM NSA

MRS BLESSING CHIKANWAEGRERUE

HAJIYASA'ADATU OUOSIMUHAMMED

7. CHAPLAIN JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER NDUBUISI

AIMS AND OBJECTIVE

1To Aid support the widows, orphans battered women and rehabliitation of
repentantcommercial sexworkers.

2. To promote positive value and good moral lifestyle among youths and
women.

3.To undertake skill acquisition programme/sensitization campaign on
HIV/AIDS

4.  Torender guidance and counselingtothe people concerned.

O A WN R

Any objection to this registration should be forward to the registrar general
Corporate Affaire Commission. Rot 420 Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi Irons!
Street. Maitama P.M.B 198 Garki,Abujawithin 28 days of this publication

HEZIDOC FOUNDATION

This is to notify the general public that the above - named organization has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under Part “C" of
the Companiesand Allied MattersAef of 1990.
THETRUSTEESARE:

Mrs. BosedeAdebimpe Awesu

Barr. Olusegun Kayode Awesu

Or. (Mrs.) Sidikat Lenti Ajayi

Miss. BoiuAwesu

Miss BomiAwesu
THEOBJECTIVESARE:
1.To promote the social, economic and political interests of women, children,
persons with disabilities, the elderly and othervulnerablegroups.
2.To embarks upon programmes, project and other activities to empower
widows, vulnerable children and other under privileged groups either alone or
in collaboration with development partners, government and its agencies or
any otherorganizationsin Nigeriaand theworld over.
3.Topromote and conductresearch.
Any objection to the application should be forwarded to the Registrar -
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse Zone S, Abuja within 28 days
afterttiis publication.

Miss Bomi Awesu
Block 18, Mombassa Street,
Wuse Zone S- Abuja.

YOUTH-FRIENDLY HEALTH INITIATIVE

Address: NO 21 Durumi Road, Gesse Housing Estate Bimin-Kebbi.

The general public is hereby informed that the above named initiative
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under
part C of the Companies andAllied MattersAct 0 f1990.

The Trustees are:

1- Musa Muhammad Awwal

2-  KarimaMusa

3- BalkisuDanjuma

4. Muhammad Hayatudeen

AIMSAND OBJECTIVES

1- Promoting the health & development of youth by providing
informationand

counseling on reproductive health, nutrition, hygiene, sexuality.

2- Helpthe governmentin achieving Millennium Development Goals.
3- Research onimproving health and development ofyouth.
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar
General Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris Crescent,
Maitama DistrictAbujawithin 28 days of this publication.
Signed:
Musa Muhammad Awwal
Chairman

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public and most
especially the Ministry of Land and Survey, Maiduguri
Borno State thatthe original Certificate of Occupancy
(CofO)inrespect of plot No, 22, Mansa Musa Street
( Now Lagos Street) belonging to WAHIR MSHELIA
(Mrs)was burnt in afire incidence.

ILIYA DANFULANI BALAMI
No. 20, Lagos Street, Old GRA
Maiduguri.

RECOVERED VEHOLE

The Zone 12 Command Headquarters, the
Nigeria Police, Bauchi in August 2008
recovered a TOYOTA V8 land cruiser jeep
with Registration NO.EA172ABC, Eng.
NO.U2J1000004371, chasis NO. LUZ-FE
4663 black in colour. The owner to claim
vehicle within 30 days of this publication
failure will lead to sale through public auction.

CHANGE OF NAME
This is toinform the Corporate Affairs Commission
(CAC) Abuja and the general public tret: - The
bodywhich was previously registered as “‘GRACE
AND TRUTH KINGDOM MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL” wishes to change its name to
“HOLY NATION MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL”
But the Trustees and other things remain the same

Signed:
The Trustees

VACANCIES

Wanted for immediate Employment in Abuja
for home care service

1 Auxiliary Nurse

2. Occupational Therapist

Interested persons should please forward
CV with contact details (Mobile Phone No. to
creativinaers@vahoo.com within 2 weeks.
Contact: 08035928828 or 08050837449

I, formerly known as SHEHU BELLO, now wish to
be known as MUSA LADAN. All former documents
remain valid. General public to take note.

CHANGE OF NAME

Iformerly known as MISS ALICE JOSHUA PUTAI, now iVIRS
ALICE JOSHUAJ.VAWA. All former documents remain
valid. RAMAT POLYTECHNIC MAIDUGURI, NYSC and the
general public totake note. t

Iformerly known and addressed as MISS KEHINDE JUMMAL
SAKI, now wish to be addressed as MRS KEHINDE
ABDULLATEEF ADEWALE. All former documents remain
valid. National Institute for Hospitality and Tourism
(NIHOTOUR) and general public take note.

Iformerly known as MISS OLUFUNKE OYEBOLA OKEJIMI
now wish to be addressed as MRS OLUFUNKE OYEBOLA
OYENIYi. All formerdocuments remain valid, General public
should please take note.

| formerly known as MISS LILIAN NKECHICHUKWU, now
MRS LILIAN NKECHI OKORO. All former documents
remain valid. UNIABUJA,NYSC and general public to note.

I

Iformerly SAGIRU SHITU, now wish to be called as SHEHU
ABDULLAHi. All former documents remain valid. Govt
Secondary School (Unity) Ringim, First Bank, Bank Road
GRA BauchiBranch and general public take note.

| formerly known as ADAMA NASIRU ABDULLAHI NEE
ASINGAR, now wish to be known as ADAMA ASINGAR
YUSUF All former documents remain valid. General public to
take note.

Formerly MISS AISHA BULAMA, now MRS AISHA
KUNDULI ABBA. All former documents remains valid,
n.y.s.c. and general public take note.

I, formerly MISS ALABIWOSILAT now wish to be known as
MRS SULE WOSILAT. All former documents remain valid.
General public take note,

I, formerly known as MISS QUEENETH OROAKWU
SAMPSON, now wish to be called MRS. QUEENETH
CHIAMAKA OROAKWU OKEZ2IE. All former documents
remainvalid. General publictake note.

I, formerly known as ADEKUNLE OLUFUNKE ADEBOLA,
now MRS SOKEYE OLUFUNKE ADEBOLA. All former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

This is to notify the general public of the loss of Original
Certificate of Occupancy in a fire that gutted my house at
Nasarafu Area Bida. The Certificate includes:

1.Land at Nasarafu Area Bida with Cof O No NGS17269
2.Land atGbazhi Area Bida with C of O No NGS 27157.

SIGNED:

\ SHEHU MOHAMMED
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of host countries reachin

James Momanyi, Goal.com

SINCE the first African Cup of
Nations tournament was held in
Sudan in 1957, host countries have
failedto reach atleastthesemi-finals
on onli/ four occasions. In 1976,
hosts Ethiopiawere eliminated were
knocked outinthe firstoftwo group
stages. Morocco were the eventual
winners after humbling Guinea in
the final game. Nigerid and Eqypt
were the other semi-finalists.

In 1984,4"92 and 1994 the host
countries agam failed to make the
last four. In the 26 previous stagings,
the hosts have won the tournament
11 times, whilsttwo further home
sides have been beaten finalists.

This impressive performance by
thehostcountrlesbegsthequestlon;
how farwillthisyear ho_sts,A_nEOIa
gointhetournamentwhich kicks off
Next Sunday? The Palancas Negras’
(Black Antelopes) past history in
International ~ tournaments “can
ﬁartly answer the question. They

ave qualified once for the World
Cup, in 2006, but didnt make it past
the group stage. They have qualified
four times for the continents pre-
mier tournament, hut have never
advanced beyond the quarter-final
spot they achieved in the last tour-
namentin Ghana.

_ Iftheir performance at the con-
tinental or world football stage is
a consideration, then Angolahas
a mountain to_climb before mak-
ing anY historical imprint by the
end ofthe 2010 CAN Competition.
Apart from shutting Nigeria out
i the 2006 World Cup qualifiers,
the Black Antelopes have been too
inconsistent to warrant a place as
one ofthe continents elite football
teams alongside the likes of Egypt,

Ghana coach faced with

MILOVAN Rajevac, the Serhian
coach of the ‘Ghanas national
football team, is faced with a
serious injury crisis ahead ofthe
Africa Cu?_o Nations (CAN) set
to kick offin Angola on January

The absence of experienced
captain Stephen Aﬁ)plah of Ital-
lan side Bologna, John Mensah
of English Prémier League side
Sunderland, Fulham’ Jofn Paint-
sil and Laryea Kingston of Scot-
land’s Hearts represent a serious
blow to the Black Stars’ chances
ofwinning afifth title,

But Rajevac I optimistic that
Ghana can overcome these hur-
dles over the course of the three-
week competition and thereby
become the first foreign coach of
the west African nation to win the

troph . .

Q‘kanow that a foreigner is
yet to win the com?e_tltlon and |
Wwant to become that first coach to
deliver the title and it is possible,”
Ragevac told journalists last week
beforethe team left Accrafor Nel-
spruit, South Africa, to begin their

Cameroop or Nigeria.

Nonetheless,” Angola appears
ready to, spring a surprise in the
27th" edition of the games. After
being confirmed as the 2010 host
Angola, which had just emerged
from_a debilitating "27-year Civil
war, |mmed|at_eIY it the prepara-
tion road. Whilst other teams were
sweating hard to qualify for the
finals, Angola got an automatic
qualification_and started earlier
preparations in earnestby playingin
anumberoffriendlies. Theytookon
both African teams and otfiers from
outside the continent ﬁostmgsome
reasonable results on the way:

pre-tournament_tramm%. ,
German trainer Otfo Pfister
came close to w!nnlng the tro-
ph}/wnh Ghana in 1992 but lost
outon penalties to lvory Coastin
Senegal.and under_Ffenchman
Clau eLe_Royther finished third
when hosting'the fasttournament

in 20?8. L

Also on the injury list but
expected to recover before
the start of the tournament s
Chelsea?s ~ midfield = kingpin

Michael Essien, who limped off

clutching his hamstring in Chel-
sea Champions League game
against APOEL Nicosia in early
December. _

_Rajevac hasblended his sEuad
with eight members of the FIFA
Under-20 World Cup winning
team in Eqypt last year.

You ¢an see the coach has
brought in talented youngsters
who "have shown greaf %uahty
already, so while it?S unfortunate
that injuries have come, we have
to concentrate on what we have,
Eric Addo of Dutch club Roda JC
was quoted as saying by the offi-

_They beat Togo 2-0 and drew
with superior teams like Ghana,
Sene%I and Cameroon in a strm(n;
of remarkable performances. O
Wednesday, before the Sundaytour-
nament Kick-off against Mali, the
team will play Estoniainawarm-u
friendly ont ePortugueseAI%arv .
With the expected massive home
support, Palancas Negras couldnt
have dreamt for a bétter time to
stamp their authority on the conti-
nental stage than now. .

Already their main Group A
opponentsAlﬁena_haveshown3|gns
ofnerves, with claims that the Black
Antelopes will reach to the quarters

Injuries
cialwebsite ofthe Ghana Foothall
Association. .

The Injuries will deny Ghana
ofsome badly needed experience
at the tournament but Ghana
Football Association vice presi-
dent Fred Pappoe saysthere isno
pointbrooding overthe losses.

“| am a perennial optimist. |
don?t pay attention to the dark
side oflife,” he told a local televi-
sion station by phone from the
team?s camp in South Africa.
~ 2l am not I_ooklnP at the
Injured playersinjured, 'am look-
ing at those who are here.”

~Ghana will also have to do
without Inter Milan midfielder
Sulley Muntari—usually aregular
in the team—after Rajevac axed
him from the squad for indisci-

ling.
d §ack on the streets of Accra,
not_everyone Is sharing in the
optimism of the coach and offi-
clals despite c_o_n_cedm% to the
technical capabilities ofthe coach.
“Forme 1 do not think we can
do well in Angola,” football fan
Johnson Armah told AFP.
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2010 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS
Will Angola maintain rich tradition

coming outofthrie came even before
aallhas beenkicked. Retired Alge-
rian international midfielder Rabah
Madjer has predicted that, as the
hos|f; Anﬁ]ola will start the tourna-
ment in the quarter-finals. ‘Angola
are omgrto henefit from everyones
supgort. heirpeopleandtheirlead-
ers, even CAF officials, wont accept
a precocious exit ofthe hosts. Eve-
ry_thmg will be done so that Angola
Will getthroughthe group stage“the
veterﬁn reaspned .

The anticipated multi-faceted
support notwithstanding, Angola
have a squad that can get the'job
done. Benficas Pedro Mantorras is
one of the best strikers in the Por-
tuguese league, former Manches-
ter United forward Manucho, who
now turns out for Real Valladolid in
SPam, Is as lethal as the Dro%bas or
Etobs of African football. Inthe rear-
guard, Dias Caireso Sa%\rada,Esper-
anca, Jamuana ofPetro Adetico and
RuiMarques ofLeeds United willbe
expectedto hold tight in the defence
while Petro Adeficos Davids, Al
Ahlis Gilberto and Ze Kalanga
of Dinamo Bucharest may not be
household names, but can Close the
midfield for opponents whenever

duty calls.

Wﬁen the draw was announced
last month, Angolas coach Manuel
Josetold Al JazeeraS‘)o_rt, “l'am sat-
isfied with the draw. Itis a balanced
group. It will not be easy All our
adversaries are known to he com-
bative, Algeria are with us, and they
are _do_mqwell currendy. Maliwill be
a ditficult competitor, We will tqy‘
to getone orthe first two places to
quall_fr” Algeria, Mali and Angola
are hilled as the top contenders for
thetwoﬁlacesav_a|Iab|eforquaI|f|ca-
tion to the last eight The coach may

RAJEVAC

“With the absence ofthese key
players, | wonder ifthe young lads
cari stand the difficult and rather
thsmal_ games you usually get at
hé Africa Cup of Nations. But
perhaps luck will be on our side.”

The Black Stars have been
drawn in Group B of the CAN
alongside_Ivory Coast, Burkina
Fasoand Togo inan all-West Afri-
can hattle. >

g semis?

have failed to mention Malawi; but
The Flames, who arethe group light-
weights, may well springa surprise.
Angolas opening match agiamst
Mali will define thelr group stand-
ing. A win will qlve them great
momentum when they face Malawi
in the second match, when a sec-
ond victory would then guarantee
them qualification to the (1uarters.
Achieving this feat doesnt look tog
difficult The Black Antelopes will
meet their Waterloo at the knock-
out stage where, deﬁendm_ﬂ on the
group ‘standings, they will either
meet Ivory Coast or Ghana (ifthey
managetoelbowT gfﬁ]nd urkina
Faso, & anticipated). Ttthey manage
to jump this elephantine quarter-
final obstacle, Angolawill likely face
Cameroon, ng,ena, Egyptor Tuni-
siain the semi-finals,
WlththeWorIdCuPJustarou_nd
the comer, somuch |%a stake forfive
teamstakingpart inthe Angolatour-
nament, who will carry the African
flagin South Africatogetherwiththe
host Forplayers, itwillbe an oppor-
tunity to prove why they should he
gnaplaneheadin oSouthAfn%fm
June. Asforthe other teams, itwillbe
achanceto build their stature ahead
ofthe global bonanza, and cultivate
fear within their oppanents.
Thepride ofbeingcrowned2010
African champions Will bolster the
continental elites. Ghana, Nigeria
Cameroon, Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt
and Ivory Coast to ride Toughshod
overemergingsides like Mali;Gahon
and hosts Angola. But these smaller
footballing nations are dreaming of
upsettingthe apple-cart, V.~
As for underdogs like Benin,
Burkina Faso, Mozambique, Togo,
Zambia and Malawi: the obituary
books are already out ofthe doset

Ivorian coach
worried over
players' fatigue

[VORY Coast coach Vahid Halil-
hodzic said on Sunday he was
concerned about the fitness of
some of his players ahead of the
Africa Cup of Nations but was
optimistic of winning the tide in

Angrola. , ,
he_ Ivorians, who are in
Tanzania to play two build-up
matches a?amst_ the hosts and
Rwanda laer this week, are one
«of the favourites to win the pre-
mier African competition which
getsi?derway in Luandaon Janu-
ary0,
yBut Halilhodzic said the play-
ers have heen involved in too
many matches and were at risk
ofbeing fatigued for the tourna-

ment. , .

“Imagine someone plays up to
three matches in a week. Players
are supposed to rest - but in"ray
team many of t_h_e_{;_layers have
a lot of responsibilities for their
clubs,” said Halilhodzic ata news
conference.
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Leeds knock out Man

United in FACup

FALLEN English power Leeds
dumped Manchester United out
ofthe FA Cup with a 1-0 victory
Sunday, condemning the 11-time
winners.to a third-found defeat
for the firsttime in 26 years.

_Jermaine Beckford scored

his 20th goal of the season after

Iatchmg on to Joh_nnY How-
vSpn’s 50-meter pass in the 19th

minute to give, third-tier club

Leeds ifs first victory at Old
'v Trafford since 1981.

Since Alex Ferquson took
charge in 1986, Man United
had never lost in the FA Cup
to lower-league  opposition.
And United hadnt been beaten
in the third round since Ron
Atkinsons FA Cup holders lost
to third-tier club Bournemouth

Since Alex Fer-
guson took charge
in 1986, Man
United had never
lost in the FACup
to lower-league
opposition.

in 1984.

Fer?uson feared an upset
against Leeds ang started with
first-choice strikers  Wayne
Rooney and Dimitar Berbatov
but neither seriously troubled
goalkeeper Casper Ankergren,

_Eventhe ai) garance ot sub-
stitute Michael Owen.in the 69th
minute couldn’t provide a spark,
the striker scuffing an immedi-
ate chance to save United.

Beckford skewed wide in the

| wish | had

DAVID Beckham wishes he had
stayed with Manchester United
forhis entire career and not left in
2003 for Real Madrid, the former
Engéand captain said on Sunday.
eckham will return to Old
Trafford as a player for the first
time when his Club AC Milan
play the second leg ofthe Cham-
pions League knockout-round tie
against Uniited on March 10.

“| would love to have stayed at
Manchester United for my whole
career and never gone anywhere
else—hut it was just not meant to
be,” Beckham sald in an interview
on BBC Sportsweek. ,

“I went to Real Madrid and in
the last year we were successful so
I_en{oyed that time, but | would
like to’have stayed at Manchester
United.”

Beckham moved to Los Ange-

WAYNE Rooney, left, and Manchester United suffered their worst FA Cup loss in 26 years with a
1-0 third-round defeat to Leeds United yesterday.

78th, missing a chance to kill off
the match and instead settmg
up a nervy finale for the 9,00
traveling Leeds fans.

“It’san unbelievable, tremen-
dous result—it'sheen along time
coming,” Leeds captain Richard
Naylor said. “I'm really proud.
We'dug in when we had to.

. Leeds tops League One by
e|qht points but 1S 43 places
below United, which is second

in the standlngPs after winning
%htle last three Premier Leagu®
itles.

Leeds was a major power in
the Premier League at the start
of the century, reachm_%_ the
Champions Leagiue semitinals
in 2001, before the club gam-
bled on qualifying for Europe’s
top competition every year by
Investing heavily through bor-
rowing dgainst future success.

The team failed to qualify
for the Champions League the
following season and the club’s
financialimplosion began, lead-
ing to, reIeHatlon from the top
flight in 2004,

“Leeds was releg_ated to the
third tier for the first time in
Its history in 2007 after being
docked 10 points for_enten_nﬁ
financial administration wit
debts of 35 million pounds.

never left Man U - Beckham

les Galaxy in 2007 and has now
started_his second loan spell at
Milan in a bid to win a place in
Englandé World Cup squad this

ear.
) The midfielder said he feltenvi-
ousofhis former team mates Ryan
Giggs, Paul Scholesand Gary Nev-
ille; who came through the United
Xouth ranks with Beckham and
ave stayed at the club,

_ “l'am sure they will all try and
kickmeifthey canbecause wé were
together for So many years and we
were so successful together,” Beck-

am said.
_“Off the field we became best
friends and thats why we became
s0 successful at a club like Man-
chester United.
“But its testament to them-
selves and the club and everything
that surrounds them as individualS

that they wouldnt be ata club like
Manchéster United ifthey werent
special peopleand specialplayers.”
Beckham said going back to
Qld Trafford would be"an emo-
tional occasion. o
“Manchester United is so
special to me and | have never
been back as a pla}/er—so t0 g0
back seven years after as an AC
Milan player it doesnt get much
more perfect than that™and it is
an experience | want to cherish.
I_tlsgom to be a special and emo-
tional night, , ,
“But I|keustowm,usbe_|n8
AC Milan. Asa Manchester Unite
fan I always want them. to win in
every game—hut not this one.”
eckham, Englands_ most
capped outfield player with 116
elljog_earances, sald that “scary”
anio Capello had instilled a “good

arrogance” in the England team
SINCE becoming coach.” . _

“Playersqo onto the field confi-
dent, they bélieve they are going to
win. Hehas brought & real Serious-
ness, aprofessional side, which was
needed—out he scares you—in a
respect way. o

He said there were similarities
between Capello and Alex Ferqu-
son, his manager at Manchester
United.

“l was lucky enouqh to have
played for the best football man-
ager for many years,” he said.

‘Alex Fergusqnbroughtmel(JP
he was a father figure to me and |
have ?ot ahuge amount of respect
for Alex Ferguson and for Fabio
Capello. A

“They don'tjust manage teams
they love foothall and thatt why
they are still in the game now.”

Henry: Barca
don't need
to change
anything

BARCELONA didntget2010 off
to the best of starts with a draw
against, Villarreal, but Thierry
enry does notthink there isany
cause forconcern.
Speaking to Radjo Marca
after the match_at the Camp
Nou, Henry said, “Villarreal
played very well tonight”
‘Itwas difficult for us to find
spaces. The first half was great,
butwe found itdifficultaftertheir
goal, “Whenyou have wonftitles,
Youhavetokeep\ggvmgmore.We
vzle?ld today, but Villarreal played
_ . “Theyliketokeeptheball, and
itisnoteasyto get ithack.”
Henrythen dismissed sugges-

. tions that Barca were becomming

predictable, continuing, “Barca
does not need to do “anything
new” “Wesshould never change.

“Sometimes our style works
and sometimes it doesnt, but it
works more often.

Finally, HenrY spoke about
the hectic’schedule of the com-
ing month, stating, “It is always
liethis. o

“Itisaverydifficultmonth. It$
the toughest one ofthe year.

“Weknow thatwe haveto play
the Cup, the Champions League
and the League. “We mustaccept
itand put in'the effort.”

Pompey
hopes to

pay players'
wages this
week

PORTSMQUTH'S  players
should receive last months wa?es
when the Premier League club
obtains a short-term_[oan this
week, chiefexecutive Peter Stor-
rie said on Saturday. _

. The cash-strapped club, in
dispute with the governments
Reyenue and Customs Depart-
ment overunpaid taxes,ishanned
from _sufmmg _players because
of their finaricial problems and
havetwice previuslyfailedto pay
players’and staffwages on time.

"It s obvigusly not the best
(5|tuat|0n2] in the world that you
c_an’tpa)ét e players’wages,” Stor-
rietold BBC Radio.

“They (the owners) were
looking t0 hring a major bank
loan in‘and that§what has slowed
the ﬂrocess up. Theyaretrying to
do that now. _

MY understanding from
them isthere isashort-term loan
coming in to pay the wages and
the players' wages should be paid
on Monday or Tuesday”

Portsmouth, bottom of the
league, were held 1-1 athome b
Championship_(second division
side Coventrycm(mthe FACup
third round on Saturday.



DAILY TRUST

THE MONDAY COLUMN
Mahmud Jega

mmjega@dailytrust.com, 08054102925

The ten outsourcings

successful Frogr_am of national develop-
ment should bégift with a number. This'is
the majn lesson'that we are learning from
the Chinese.

In 1978, soon after he was rehabilitated
from disgrace and banishmentduring the
n Cultural Revolytion of 1966-76 and ele-
e |®dership ofthe Chinese Communist Party,
oping relaunched the late Premier Zhou en-Lai’s
fThe Four Modernisations. It was a program to
modernise China'sagriculture, industry, science and tech-
nology, and defence. It isa lasting tribate to Deng vision
thatsmceheIarachedthl_sprogram,Chlna’seconom}qhas
beengrowm}gmdouble-dlglts everyyear for 30years, hun
dredsof mil®ons ofpeople have_been_llfted_outofﬂoverty,
millions of others have been lifted into riches, the Chi-
nese economy is already the world’s third largest, is set to
become the second largest verg soon, and could'become
the worlds largest in the next 25 years. _ _

Trust us Nigerians to seek to’copy the Chinese mira-
cle. Unknown to many[)eople, there isa Nigerian national
vision of development that was drafted bY_an anonymous

Wed 10 the |
Deng Xia
policy of

author, blmglfyaadopted by the Nigerian elite as avision of

Fersonal‘an mlllydevelopment,andswallowedwholeby
he N|ger|a_n peopleasapath to
alleged national salvation. You
may not see it written in any
official document. The Seven
Point APenda isonly a decoY;
the real program is secret
called The Ten Outsourcings, .
Item number 1 underthis
national program is the out-
sourcing of Childrens school-
ing. Even though the old Native
Authority schools served this
countEy very wel earl% in the
e

Item 9 isthe outsourcing of  a
national food. These days,

y the dominant items on the
Nigerian dinner table include
Thai parboiled rice, American
wheat flour, Brazilian

suit, with generators from all climes-—Perkins, Elemax
Honda, and Yamaha— nstalled in all. compounds and all
spaces, sometimes fgassmg whole families to death.
|tem 5is the oufsourcing of security. This country has
nothing less than 15 Federaland several state security agen-
cies. YEt, all elite houses have private security-guards;toany
are quarded by Mobile Policemen or soldiérs. Back in the
1990s, a Kaduna State Police Commissioner announced
that one-quarter of the more than 4,000 policemen in the
state were on guard duty at banks and houses. _
_ Item 6isthe outsourcing ofentertainment. Cable televi-
sion, with up to 100 foreign channels, some blue, some light
blue, has weaned many Nigerians away from local'chan-
nels, with accumulating cuftural consequences.
ltem 7 is the outsourcing of football_passion. These
days, no one_talks passiona eIY about Enugu Rangers,
Mighty Jets, Bendel Insurance, 11CC Shooting Stars, Sta-
tionery Stores, Abigla Babes, lwuanyanwu Nafionale, Port
Harcourt Red Devils, Ranchers’ Bees, Alyufsalam Rocks,
Sahara Storms, Bauchi Wunti, Kano Pillars, BCC Lions or
NEPA. All passionate talk and even some brawls revolve
around Man U, Inter Milan, Real Madrid, Chelsea, Arse-
nal and even the awesome sounding name Deportivo de
la Coruna. , ,
Item 8 is the qutsourcing
of real passion, that of mar-
nage. Nigeria has produced
lambOyant minjster in
charge of Information and
Culture who serlall¥ mar-
ried foreign women. The Big
Madam currently in charg@
of Information and National
Orientation also believes in
outsourcing of in-laws, hav-
ing acquiréd two within 4
xlears. In 1976, then military
ead of State General Qba-
sanjo hanned army offic-

20th Century, along the way, stockfish ers from marrying foreign
a secret ﬁlan was adopted fo wives, but 30 years later, he
destroy them, first by shifting personally went to London
the chiildren of the ®elite intd _ and gave out his daughter to
private schools. School fees a White man

charged in these schools were
meantto keep out the children ofthe poor, butwhen more
and more middle-class kids flocked into them, some pri-
vate schools were setup in this country that charged fees in
S dollars and Euros. When some middle-class elements
still paid these fees throuRAh their noses, very rich folks
shifted their kids abroad. Many went to Europe, some to
the US, others to Dubai, Malaysia, Ghana and South Africa.
The most powerful Njgerians sent thejr kids to Switzer-
land. The hefty financial bill is already in, buf the real bill
ofcultural disorientation is only now beginning to arrive,
ltem number 2, the Nigerian elite has outsourced all
health care. Let me illustrate this program with a story.
Sometime last year, a senator fell sick and many ofhis cal-
leagues went to'see him at the National Hospital: As soon s
theyentered, they asked him what arrangements had been
made to fly him"abroad. An hour later, a state %overnor
arrived to See the senator and even before he sat down, he
asked whatarrangements had heen made to fly him abroad.
This complete outsourcing ofhealthcare to foreign hospi-
tals makes no allowance for illnesses that may give no time
to reach a foreign hospital, such as a massive feart attack,
anasty motor accident, or a shooting by an armed robber,

Item 3.is the outsourcing ofall'wdter supplies. Even
thougi,h this country has 37 state and FCT Water Boards
the elite has forsaken all of them in favour of personal
boreholes sunk in every house, To complement the hore-
holes is the massive consumption ofbottled water, alleg-
edly because water piped by the Water Boards is typhoid-
infested, despite the chlorine treatment,

Item 4 1s'the outsourcing of electricity sulgp(lty. Many
factories, sensitive offices such as National 1D Card and
Galaxy Backbone as well-as many houses in Nigeria are
not connected to public power sources, but to Huge pri-
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ltem 915 the outsourcing of national food. These days,
the dominant items on the Nigerian dinner table include
Thai parhoiled rice, American wheat flour, Brazilian stock-
fish, Burkinabe beans, Italian pasta, French cubed sugar,
Canadian tinned milk, American soda, British coffee, Sri
Lankan tea, Danish butter, South African apples, Moroccan
sardine, J%)anese_gel_sha and Arabjan date palms. _

Item 10 0n Nigeria$ national development agenda is-
--let us choose our words carefully here—the outsourc-
ing of spiritual direction, to Mecca and to Jerusalem, Last
week, the lsraeli ambagsador thanked Nigerian Christian
pilgrims for pumping $50m annually into Israel’s primed-
for-war economy. Thie Saudi Arabiad Ambassador, whose
country receives af least ten times that during the annual
hajj and at least twice that during the lesser hajj, has not yet
thanked us for contributing this chicken-feed into Saddi
Arahiasoil-drenched coffers. _

Ifnot because this is religion, given the amount oftime,
energy and resources that have béen pumped into pilgrim-
ages over the years, it may be time to commission statisti-
cians to determine whether there is a positive correlation
between the number of N|gerlans that have performed
the pilgrimage to Mecca or Jerusalem with this country’s
spiritual and'ethical quantity. The researchers should hoi-
everbewarned to exclude fiom their conclusions what Fela
Anlkulaﬂo-Kutloncerecommended,thatthlscountr has
enough hills and valleys that could be used as mockholy

sites.

The Ten Qutsourcings is a redoubtable program of
national deveIoRment that should deliver much™greater
dividends than the 7-Point Agenda which failed to deliver
gs v%%grstpromme, 6000 megawatts ofpower by Decem-

er 2009.
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Rampant Chelsea wallop Watford

helsea steam-  tory, _
rolled. their Chelsea dominated
way into the fromthe_kwk-offlookmg
fourth round  very positive and exerte
of the FA Cup aJﬁmﬁgmountsofpressure
convmcm? victoryprovee Watford defense.
apoor Watford side. Twhelsea could have
goals from Daniel Stur-
rldqe, aJohn Eustace own
odl, a deflection from

and should have perhaps
scored a sixth but the 5-0
victory ensures that the
lorent Malouda and a  Blues 'march on to the
Frank Lampard screamer ~ fourth round of the FA
securedaresoundingvic-  Cup.

Leeds boss delighted with FACup shock

fter masterminding Leeds Uniteds first vic-
tory at Old Trafford since 1981 manager
Simon Grayson was delighted with his play-
ers’effort.
hu redit to the ?Iayers as they e been outstand-
. he ort. ,
The 40-year-oltrjJ was also full ofpraise for goalscorer
Jermaine Beckford, adding; “Itsagood ball from Johnny
Howson, Jermaine’s é;ot inthere and finished it offwell.”
With 9,000 Leeds fans still celebrating inside Old
Trafford Grayson anticipated more celebrations back
in the city, bat was quick to state that his players will
remain focused on their next (%ame,. _
‘t‘_l’m sdure theyIl'be celebrating in Leeds tonight,” he
continued.
“We'll enjoy it toni?ht and then start to prepare for
the Wycombe game at the weekend.” _ _

_ Graysonscaptain Richard Naylor was delighted with
p|ck|n%_up victory at Old Trafford to progress in the
competition.

“It5 unbelievable” he told ITV Sport.
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